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Por me, the puhlication of any new dictionary provides 
interest and pleasure '1 his should indeed he true for 
who loves the Hnglish language, who takes pride in 
the way it is used, and who takes pride also in the world 
leadership in the art of dictionary^making exerted hy 
English-speaking lexicographers 

Rut the present occasion is one of special pleasure and 
excitement. The skilled team of lexicographers at Long- 
man (the firm which published Johnson’s Dictionary in 
1755) have addressed themselves to the task of producing a 
dictionary specially designed for that most unspecialized 
readership, the* fcimily , Xhere are of course many excellent 
dictionaries which seek to cater for this public. Rut the 
Longman team have given a great deal of original thought, 
and have conducted a good deal of original research, to 
ensure that they have the best technique of presentation, 
the best selection of words and meanings, the best and 
most informative modes of definition, explanation, and 
illustration . 

'To the arduous nature of such fundamental inquiry, 1 
can personally testify, as the chairman of the linguistic 
advisory group that has been privileged to discuss these 
issues with the l.ongman team and to offer help, guidance, 
and criticism. Rut many of the admirable features of this 
dictionary have proceeded from advances in computational 
technology, to the potentiality of which the Longman 
Oroup have been quite exceptionally alert. In consequ- 
ence, users will find, as they move from word to word, a far 
higher degree of consistency in treatment than they have 
been accustomed to; a solid defence against circularity of 
definition; a guarantee that all appropriate cross-refer- 
ences have indeed been provided. 

TTie general introduction explains the special features in 
more detail. My happy task is merely to congratulate the 
team on a magnificent achievement. 


Randolph Ouirk 

Vice-Chancellor, University of London, 1^81 (formerly 
Quain Professor of English Language and Literature, 

University College London) 
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Preface 


In 1755, [.ongman published Dr Johnson’s Dictionary of the 
English Language. In the two hundred or so years since then, 
Lnglish has changed considerably, and branched off down some 
pathways Johnson could never have anticipated, but the underlying 
characteristics and pr(x;esses of language that he attempted to 
classify and describe remain much the same today as in the 
eighteenth century a continuing challenge to the art and science ot 
the lexicographer 

With the rapid expansion of science and technology, the vocabu- 
lary of English IS growing more quickly and exuberantly than at any 
lime in ifr. hisuuy There are simply more words about nowadays 
than ever there were in the past, and in order to be able to cope 
with the complexities of late 20th-century life, and understand the 
messages that arc streaming towards us from all sides, we need an 
up-to-date, reliable, and straightforward guidebook That is what 
the editors of this dictionary have attempted to provide- a reference 
work that gathers together over 70 (XX) current English words and 
expressions, from wherever in the world the language is spoken, 
gives a clear and concise account of their meanings, and otfers 
guidance on the way in which they are used and pronounced 

How have we gone about ensuring that this dictionary is as 
comprehensive and as useful as possible*^ 1 spoke above of the art 
and science of lexicography much of the science lies in the 
collection of evidence about the language, and much of the art in 
the interpretation of that evidence and in the use of it to create 
lucid dictionary definitions No single person could carry in his or 
her head all the mynad new terms spawned every year in all the 
various fields of human endeavour, let alone recall them at will, so 
the lexicographer must collect data. In order to compile this 
dictionary, we set up an extensive reading programme of current 
books, periodicals, and newspapers, searching for new words and 
new meanings of old words The file of examples of words in 
context that we have accumulated, which numbers in excess of half 
a million, enables us to make authoritative statements about the 
current state of the language over a broad spectrum of subject 
areas, from biochemistry and computing to the cinema and cricket 
As the map on p xii indicates, wc have gathered our evidence from 
all over the British Isles, and from wherever else in the world 
English IS spoken as a first language 

Once the data has been gathered, it must be interpreted and put 
into a convenient form for you, the user of the dictionary. This is 
the art of the lexicographer: to condense and codify the confusing 
babble of words that fly about our heads every day into an 
understandable and easily used work of reference 

How IS it all done’’ Well of course no dictionary-maker nowadays 
starts completely from scratch. In this sense all lexicographers are 
standing on giants' shoulders, using the basic common core of the 
language, which lias been amply recorded in the past, as the 
starting-off point for their labours. And the information that has 
been accumulated about changes in the language is the cue to 
depart from that point. 

For example, the lexicographer working on the word acrobatic 
for this dictionary, which in all other dictionaries is defined in very 
general terms simply as 'of or relating to an acrobat’, found this 
example of its use by Tina Brown in Punch (February 1976): 

'The hero still wields a low. mocking laugh and vertiginously 

acrobatic eyebrows.’ 


On the basis of this and other evidence, she was able to record a 
new meaning of acrobatic, ‘very mobile’, and illustrate it with the 
Punch quotation 

Another editor, working on the word bottle, had these examples 
available to her 

Once I stole a jar of Brylcream (sic) from the luck shop But I 
didn’t have the bottle to carry it through In the end I took it 
back again.’ 

Nik Cohn, Rolling .Stone (July 1973) 

'Soft, that's what they arc They pay them too much Kids of 14 
with money in their pocket instead of a steel comb Stands to 
reason they ain’t got no bottle Know what I mean?’ 

Llcw Gardner. Fhe Listener (June 1974) 

‘In Its 150-ycar existence, the Metropolitan Police has developed 
Its own group loyalties, inbred customs and language With the 
helmet that passes from father to son, goes a demotic inheri- 
tance ‘We were mobhanded in the nondescript and chummy’s 
bottle went and wc felt his collar’ (A number of us were in the 
unmarked car together and the suspect lost his nerve and wc 
arrested him) ’ 

Michael Cockerell, The Listener (February 1975) 

‘1 simply was not born with the right amount of what is known in 
cockney circles as bottle Downright nerve, in other words.’ 

Christopher Matthew. Punch (October 1976) 

‘To their cntics, their [West Ham’s) failures have not been down 
to their refusal to kick their way to the top, but to lacking the 
character, the ‘bottle’ to make their skill count ’ 

Time Our (May 1980) 

These enabled her to enter the British slang meaning of bottle, 
‘nerve’, which does not appear in any other dictionary of compar- 
able size 

If one facet of the lexicographer's art is the identification of new 
meanings, another, and perhaps even more important one, is the 
writing of clear, understandable, and unambiguous definitions W'c 
have striven in this dictionar>' to make the meanings of the 500(X) 
words we define as accessible to the user as is possible within what 
IS, in lexicographic terms, a fairly limited scope. We have avoided 
overly technical terms where we can. and where their use is 
unavoidable wc have ensured that they arc in their turn clearly 
defined at their own entry in the dictionary. 

Of course, in such a huge undertaking few individual human 
beings could hope to apply such standards with absolute consist- 
ency throughout This is where technology ot the computer comes 
to the aid of the art of lexicography Longman have devised a 
unique processing system that has enabled us to perform a number 
of automated operations on the dictionary that previously could 
only have been done manually, with much labour and less than 100 
per cent accuracy, or indeed might not have been attempted at all 
Among The tasks the computer has performed for us has been the 
monitoring of every word wc have used in definitions. This has 
involved, in the first place, a cross check against all the entnes. to 
make sure that every word used in a definition is itself defined in 
the dictionary; and in the second place, a careful examination of all 
vocabulary items used in definitions in over 180 different subject 
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Some sources used in compiling the dictionary 


N England 

Evening Chronicle 

(New/castle upon Tyne) 

Evening Gazette (Middlesbrough) 
Evening Post (Leeds) 

Grimsby Evening Telegraph 
Huddersfield Daily Examiner 
The ■‘Journal (Newcastle upon Tyne) 
Liverpool Weekly News 
Morning Telegraph (Sheffield) 
Runcorn Weekly News 
Telegraph & Argus (Bradford) 
Yorkshire Post 


Ireland 

Evening Press (Dublin) 


British Isles 


Scotland 

Glasgow Herald 
People s Journal (Dundee) 
Scotsman 
Scottish Field 
Strathearn Herald (Crieff) 


SE England 

Cambridge Evening News 
East Grinstead Courier 
Evening Argus (Brighton) 
Harlow Gazette & Citizen 
Herts & Essex Observer 


London 

Annabel 


71 


Punch 

D.U 
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areas, ensuring consistency of treatment and the elimination of 
words that would present too great difficulty to the non-expert 
For example, the following 80 specialized terms have been used 
in dehmtions of words relating to photography. 


aperture 

flashbulb 

photographic 

shadow 

black-and-white 

flashlight 

photography 

sharp 

bright 

f number 

picture 

shutter 

camera 

focus 

plate 

silver 

cinematographic 

ground glass 

positive 

slides 

colour 

hand-held 

pnnt 

sodium 

contrast 

image 

projector 

spectrum 

dark 

ins 

radiation 

speed 

darkroom 

lamp 

rays 

spool 

develop 

lens 

reflected 

still 

development 

light 

reflection 

subject 

diaphragm 

lightproof 

reproduce 

take 

emulsion 

light-scnsitive 

reproduction 

television 

enlargement 

mounted 

safelight 

tones 

expose 

moving 

screen 

transparency 

exposure 

negative 

sensitive 

transparent 

fast 

opaque 

sensitivity 

view 

Alter 

optical 

sensitized 

viewAndcr 

Aim 

paper 

setting 

wide-angle 

Axing 

photograph 

shade 

zoom 

Of these, the most common are 



photographic 

48 occurrences 

light 

12 

photograph 

29 

picture 

12 

Aim 

22 

plate 

12 

camera 

20 

print 

11 

image 

16 

negative 

10 

lens 

16 

photography 

9 


Technology in the service of art For although lexicography is 
fundamentally about the exercise of judgment, it should never be 
subjective judgment unsupported by evidence 'Ihe definition- 
writer's skill, of teasing out meanings and encapsulating them 


elegantly and conasely, must always be subject to the corrective of 
linguistic fact And this holds true just as much in the area of usage 
as in the area of meaning We do not see it as part of the job of a 
dictionary to propound arbitrary rules for ‘correct English’ based 
on yesterday’s usage, rather it must be a dispassionate observer and 
recorder of current linguistic trends. This stance slfould not, 
however, be viewed as an abdication of the responsibility to 
inform, for opinions on the ‘correctness’ of certain words and 
meanings arc part of the linguistic facts about those words and 
meanings, and this dictionary attempts to give an accurate record of 
such opinions where they are widespread For example, we note 
that the meaning ‘uninterested’ for disinterested (which in fact 
predates the meaning ‘unbiased’) is ‘disapproved of by some 
speakers’. This is not a prescriptive dictionary; but it docs set out to 
describe the prescriptions that exist in English. It is and must 
always remain the responsibility of the speakers and wnters of the 
language to decide whether they will abide by them or flout them. 

Recognizing the need to give clear and up-to-date guidance on 
English pronunciation, we have, with the help of market research, 
devised a system that is a significant advance over previous ones in 
Its comprehensibility. It relics almost exclusively on the spelling 
system of English, thus avoiding the unfamiliar symbols of the 
International Phonetic Alphabet and the confusing use of accents 
and other marks that change the value of a letter 

Language is always one jump ahead of lexicography; or, as 
Samuel Johnson more elegantly phrased it in the Preface to his 
Dictionary, ‘there never can be wanting some who will consider 
that no dictionary of a living tongue ever can be perfect, since while 
It IS hastening to publication, some words arc budding, and some 
falling away ’ But it is our belief that the lexicographic and 
computational expertise devoted to this book enable us to claim a 
unique place for it as a mirror of the current state of the English 
language, and that the contributions of the many expert consultants 
listed on pp vii-viii.and of our own specialist editors, have ensured 
that another of Johnson’s disclaimers, ‘that he, whose design 
includes whatever language can express, must often speak of what 
he docs not understand’, need no longer be made 


John Ayto 
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Explanatory chart 

Numbers in brackets refer to paragraphs in the guide to the dictionary (pp xvii-xxvi) 


angle brackets enclosing 
an example of an entry 
used in context (7) 


usage note indicating the 
phrase (collocation) in 
which an entry is 
frequently found (8.5) 


cross-reference 

recommending the user to 
look up the main form of 
an affix or combining form 
( 9 ) 


example consisting of an 
illustrative quotation 
showing the use of an 
entry in an actual context 
(7) 


eye symbol indicating that 
the entry has an 
accompanying illustration 
or table (9) 


usage note giving 

grammatical information 

about an entry (4.1) 


homograph number (1.1) 


irregular plural (4.1) 


aah /iih often prolonged! vi to exclaim in ama/cment, joy, or surprise 
-[ <oohing and -in^> | 

academy /d'kad,^mi/ n 1 a the schenM tor ailv.inccd education 
founded by Plato b the philosophical doctrines assiKiaied with Plato’s 
Academy 

acquiesce / akwcc'cs/ w to submit or comply tacitly or passively 
[j^often + /«] 

adrift /d'drift/ adv or ad) 1 aflo.4t without motive powei or mooring and 
at the mercy of winds and currents 2 in or into a state of being unstuck 
or unfastened (— esp income adnft] 

-agogue ''-agog/ comb form [(-»«)] I substance that promotes the 
secretion or expulsion of <emm<'nagoguc> 2 leader, guide *cpet/a- 
gogiie> — sometimes dcrog <r/emagogue> 

agranulocyte /uy'granyrxilasiet/ n any of vanous white blood cells 
With cytoplasm that does not eontain conspicuous granules 
[ — cornpare oRANULOtviL} - - - 

al- [— see ad-J 

alternative society n j r/if| group of people who rcjcit conventional 
social institutions, practices, and values in favour ol a lifestyle based 
esp on communal ow'ncrship and self-sufhcicncy - compare < oi^Mt r- 

CL I ll!RL 

anabatic /.ano'baiik/ adj moving upwards ^an wind^ 

||(7A anabato^, verbal of anabametn to go up or inlaiul, Ir ana- + ] 
[hatriein to gtij 

antebellum /.anti'belam/ aJ/ existing before the war. esp the US ('ivil 
War [ <an ^ hruk mans ion > 1 - 

assignation /.asignayshf.'))!!' n 1 the <ict ol assigning, also the 
assignment made 2 a meeting, esp a secret one with a lover 
[<^returned from an ^ with his mjsiress — W B Ycats-> | 

astronomy /a sironami/ n a branch of science dealing with the celestial 
bodies [ » 1 

author /'awth^/, Qem uuthor«$.s /-res, -ns/ n la the writer of a literary 
work ^ 

bag.pipe /-,piep/rt a wind instrument consisting of a Ic.nher b.ig. mouth 
tube, chanter, and drone pipes [ — often pi with sing rncaning but] 

{ sing or pi in ^onstr ] 

^bail n I either of the 2 crosspieces that he on the slumps to form the 
wicket in cricket [ ^spom] 2 chiefly Br u device for conhning or 
separating animals - 

{ '~| ban /ban/ vr -nn- to prohibit, esp by legal means or social pressure 

'band,w*9on /-wagon/ n a party, faction, or cause that attracts 
adherents by its timeliness, momentum, c\c \]hand + wagon 
I — jump/elimb on the bandwagon to attach oneself to a successful 
[ cause or enterprise in the hope of pcrsima^ gam 

^barrel vt [ -I-* -H-) ] lo put or pack in a barrel 

blaw /blooh/ Ipar/ o/ BLOw[ ^ - - 

boletus /b.'i'lectas, boh -/ n, pi boletuses, [Wletl7-ric/{ any of a genus of 
fleshy fungi, some of which arc edible 


capitalization (5) 


usage note indicating the 
phrase (collocation) in 
which a verb frequently 
appears (8.5) 

arrow indicating the part of 
speech formed when a 
combining form is added 
to a word or word part (10) 


cross-reference 

recommending the user to 
look up a related entry (9) 

italicized definite article 
indicating that an entry is 
always preceded by the 
(8.5) 


etymology showing 
history of an entry (14) 

example showing an entry 
used in a typical context (7) 


feminine form of an entry 
( 2 ) 


hand symbol 

recommending the user to 
look up an illustration or 
tabte (9) 


idiom (1.3) 
inflection (4) 

inflectional cross-reference 

giving an inflected form of 
an entry (9) 
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Explanatory chart 


main entry (1.1) — 
object of a verb (6.3) 


part of speech (3) — 


two parts of speech shown 
in combination (3) 


undefined run>on entry 

( 1 . 2 ) 


sense number (6.1) 


note indicating whether an 
entry takes a singular or 
plural verb (4.1) 


arrow indicating the part of 
speech formed when a 
suffix is added to a word or 
word part (10) 


temporal label showing 
that the use of a word or 
meaning is limited to 
special contexts (8.1) 

usage note applying to 
more than one sense (8) - 

verb entry ending in -ize 
separated by a comma 
from -ise, indicating that 
the two form8.are equal 
variants (2) 


two entries separated by 
also indicating that the 
latter is a secondary 
variant (2) 


'bolshie, bolshy /‘bolshi/ n a Bolshevik [ — infml j 

— (TSoit-.holeJ « I a hole into which an animal runs for safety 2 a means of 
rapid escape or place ut refuge 

^bond vt 1 to overlap [ (eg bricks) ] for solidity of construction 2 to put 
] until duties and taxes are paid 

'bone /bohn/ [/i] la (any ol the hard body structures composed oQ the 
largely calcium-containing connective tissue of which the adult skeleton 
of most vertebrate animals is chiefly composed anaiomy 

'bop /bop/ [yt oyn\ -pp- (to strike with) a blow (eg of the fist) — infml 

bottom drawer n, (a drawer for storing) a young woman's 
collection of clothes and esp household articles, kept in anticipation of 
her marriage 

cacophony /ka'kof.'im/ n harsh or discordant sound. dis.sonance 
— { — cacop^nous adj] 


caff /kaf/ n, Br CAFr 1 , | «^] a cheap plain one 

caisaon /'kays(3)n, kasoohn/ n [l) a chest or wagon for artillery 
ammunition 2a a watertight chamber used for construction work under 
water or as a foundation [b] a float for raising a sunken vessel 

calends , kalends /‘kalind// [^l but si ng or pi in con str] the first day of 
the ancient Roman month 

'call /kawl/ 17 1 c [of an animal] to utter a characteristic note or 

‘-d suffix I (-* vh)| — used to form the past tense of regular weak verbs 
that end in e. compare *-fd 

'daring /'dcanng/ adj adventurously bold in action or thought 
cr/mw^ 

data, line /- hen/ n 1 a line in a written docu ment or pu blicauon giving 
the date and place of composition or issue 2 ationai date 

— dateline v r ^ 


day, break /-,brayk/ n i dawn I j - - 


deer /dia/ n, pi deer also deers 1 any of several ruminant mammals of 
which most of the males and some of the females bear antlers 2 
- [nrc/mic I an animal, esp a small mammal 

dependent /di'pend(a)ni/ adj 1 determined or ciYnditioned by 
another; contingen t 2 r elying on another for support 
+ on or upon ] 

rdep ersdnal'lie. -igel /,dee'puhs9nl icz/ vt to depnve of the sense of 
personal identity 

Iderm at " /dlahm at-/, d ermato -j comb form skin <dcrmaiifu> 
<dcrmato/ogy> 

[dlw aai a, c ht^y NAm die resb | /dic'iarisis/ n, pi diaereacs /-.secz/ 1 a 
mark placed over a vowel to indicate pronunciation as a separate 
syllabic (eg in rwive) . 

— /,die ag'nosT ik/ abo dU gnoctkal / kl/ 1 adj of or involving 
diagnosis 


usage note indicating the 
style, attitude, or level of 
formality of an entry (8.3) 


regional label, in this case 
indicating that the entry is 
used only in British English 
( 8 . 2 ) 


-sense divider (6.1) 


sense letter (6.1) 


usual/only subject of a 
verb 


swung dash replacing 
"entry in an example (7) 

synonymous cross- 

rderence to a compound 
entry (9) 

-synonymous cross- 
r^erence to a particular 
sense (9) 


two entries separated by a 
-comma indicating that they 
are equal variants (2) 

regional variant in this 
case indicating that the 
second form is used chiefly 
in the USA and Canada (2) 
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Explanatory chart - pronunciations 


obliqua lines enclosing a - - , 

pronunciation (13.1.2) Qll'Vj »' 

'hira [/hic-a/ J n 


Deutsche Mark /'doych mahk [ (OVr murk)/] n 


specialist pronunciation, in 

this case indicating that the 
word is pronounced 
differently by sailors (13.4.3) 


entente /on toni {(/V utdtV j n 
honorary [7'on(d)ruri/| ad) 

'leeward /'leewm'd. [ naut looh Ptl/j adj or adv 


stress mark showing 

primary stress (13.2.1) 
stress pattern shown in — 
compound words and 
phrases (13.2.3) 
swung dash indicating that 
the plural is pronounced in 
the same way as the 
singular (13.3.5) 


two pronunciations 
separated by often. 
indicating that they are 
variants but that the 
second is considered 
incorrect by many 
speakers (13.4.1) 


hoodwink /[jjlioodf^wingk/ vt 
I 'h< ^7hes t | /-.hect' n 

irnpossible 'im‘p>os3bl/ a<// — Impossibly adi . impossibility 

[/im.poso bibti, -//il - — 

hors d'oeuvre /.aw duhv^r D.r docvr)/ n. pi hors d'oeuvres al\<} hors 
d’oeuvre /■duhv(z) | {Fr 

controversy [/'konijru^vuhsi, cdso kan'irovasi/”} n 

gypsophila j /jip'st>fil.' >, of ten jipsa fili si j n 

lieutenant [/lef tenant. Royal Navy and N Am iooh tenant' j n 


pronunciation containing a 

centred dot (13.3.4) 


foreign pronunciations 
(13.8.2) 

pronunciation containing 
(.^) (13.3.2) 


stress mark showing 
secondary stress (13.2.2) 

another stress pattern that 
can be used without 
otherwise changing the 
pronunciation (13.2.4) 

two pronunciations 
separated by also. 
indicating that they are 
variants but that the 
second is less common, or 
is considered less correct 
by some speakers (13.4.1) 

pronunciation showing 
specialist and regional 
variant (13.4.3) 
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1 How to find the word you want 

All the words defined in this dictionary, both sinjzlc words and 
compounds, are entered as main entries in strict alphabetical order 
Wtmis that are not dehned. because their meaning can easily be 
guessed tnuii their base lorm plus the added ending, arc entered 
under then base lorm (Sec I 2) Idiomatic phrases are entered 
undci the mam word in the phrase (Sec I ^) 

1 1 Main entries 

StMct alphabetical order of entry, letter by letter, applies to all 
itHin entiles whether they are single words, hyphenated words, or 
compounds consisting of two or more individual words This means 
that, lor cx.imple, give away comes between giveaway and give in 

give n 

give-and’take n 
givea way n 
give away 1 1 
give in 1 1 
given ail) 
given name n 

A compt)uncl written as a -single word comes before the same 
compound wiiticn with a hyphen, which m turn comes before the 
same compound wiilten as two or more separate words 

rundown n 
run- down udi 
run down vi 

A main entry with a number m it comes before a mam entry with a 
letter in the same position 

mi- 

MIS 

MI6 

miaow 

Bui mam entries that hct^in with a number are listed as if the 
number were spelt out as a word 

two-faced 

2.4,5-T 

two-handed 

Mam entries beginning with Me- are listed as if they were spelt 
Mac- 

Mam entries beginning with SI arc shown with the abbreviation 
spell out m lull- 

Saint Vitus's Dance 

Many words that shaic the same spelling have a different pronunci- 
ation or a different history, or arc different in grammar Such 
words arc shown separately in this dictionary, with small numbers 
III Iron! to distinguish them. 

'head n 
^head ad) 

^heed vt 

These words are listed in historical order, according to when they 
first appeared in Fngiish 


1 2 Undefined words 

Words whose meaning can easily be guessed, because they consist 
of a base form plus an added ending, arc not given definitions 
These words (run-ons) are shown at the end of the definition for 
their base form, and after the etymology, if there is one 

charitable adj — charitableness n. charitably adv 

This means that the meaning of charitableness can Ive guessed from 
the meaning of charitable plus the meaning of the ending -ness, 
which can also be found at its own place in the dictionary 
Sometimes the undefined entry has the same form as its base, but a 
different part of speech 

chink n a shoit sharp sound — chink vh 

This means that the verb chink is obviously related to the noun 
chink — ‘to make, or eausc to make, a short sharp sound' 

Words whose meaning can be guessed because they consist of a 
base form plus something added at the beginning arc shown at their 
own place m the dictionary, but with no definition 

indecorous ad) 

Some words tormed with beginnings and endings have a specific 
meaning, but also a very general one that can be guessed For these 
words, the general meaning is shown in the form of an etymology 

elrer n a trccstanding, usu collapsible, framework for 
airing or drying clothes, linen, etc |'mr + ‘-rRj 

This means that the noun airer has also a very general meaning 
which IS the sum of the meanings of the verb air and the ending -er 
‘a pci son or thing that airs' (Sec 14 7) 

1 3 Idiomatic phrasas 

An idiom is a fixed phrase whose meaning cannot be guessed from 
the meanings of the individual words from which it is made up 
Idioms are shown at the end ol an entry, after the etymology and 
any dciived undefined w-ords 

'call ri — call a spade a spade to speak frankly and usu bluntly 

C'ompound verbs that end in a preposition are treated as idioms, 
although on the other hand those that end in an adverb, such as 
give away, arc main entries 

put up V/ — put up with to endure or tolerate without 
complaint or protest 

Idioms arc entered at the first meaningful word they contain 
Hence live it up is entered at live, on the ball appears ball, and in 
spite of IS shown at spHe. When an idiom has more than one 
accepted form, it is entered at the first invariable meaningful word 
It contains. The alternative form is shown after an oblique (0. 

'seed . « . . go/run to seed . 

1.4 Other entries 

Abbreviations, and foreign phrases that arc commonly used in 
English, are mostly listed in separate appendixes on ppU41 and 
1145 However, some abbreviations that arc used like ordinary 
words, such as the noun lOU and the verb KO, and the many 
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foreign words and phrases that have become thoroughly anglicized, 
such as ad hoc and coup dc grace, are entered in their alphabetical 
places in the mam body of the text You should check in both 
places when in doubt 

2 Alternative versions of words 

Many words come in pairs, or even trios, that are nearly identical. 
They may differ onlv in spelling (eg Judgment, judgement), or in 
their ending (eg excellence, excellency) or even in the presence or 
absence of a complete word in a compound (eg sUk screen, silk 
screen printing). In this dictionary, common variant forms of a 
word arc shown immediately after the main entry When the 
variant is preceded by a comma, it is about as common as the main 
entry in current standard usage; 

ludgment, judgement n 

When the variant is preceded by a/so, it is rather less common, 
poky a/so pokey adj 

These alternative forms are shown separately as main entries only if 
they fall more than ten places away from their main form in the 
alphabetical list 

Variant spellings o(, the -izey-ise type arc shown in abbreviated 
form at the main entry. 

Gomputor-ixo, -ise vt 
llquid'izor. -fser . n 

This means that computerize can also be spelt computerise 

Feminine forms of words arc shown in the same way as other 
variants; 

author . fern authoress . n 

Individual meanings, as well as whole main entries, can have 
varii nt forms. 

•xcoHonce . n 1 . 2 . 3 Excellency, Excellence — used as a 

title for certain high dignitaries (eg ambassadors) 

Variant forms that are entirely or partially restricted to British or 
American English arc labelled Br or NAm. 

jail. Bt a/so gaol . . rt . . . 

gaol \'b or n, chiefly Br (to) jail 

This means that the spelling jail is used everywhere in the English- 
speaking world, but British English also uses gaol (See 8 2) 

If the variable part of a pair of words is shown as a main entry in 
Its own right, then this variation is not shown in the entry for the 
word formed from it. Hence hemorrhage, the American vanant 
spelling for haemorrhage, is not shown because hemo> is already 
entered as the American variant of haamo- 


3 Parts of speech 

These are the various word classes to which the entries in this 
dictionary belong* 


adj 

adjective: 

dnargatic, durable 

adv 

adverb: 

very, heppHy 

comb form 

combining form: 

Anglo-, mal- 

conj 

conjunction: 

but, insofar as 

inter} 

interjection* 

hey, bravo 

n 

noun. 

dynamite, bird of paradise 

prefix 


pre-, trans- 

prep 

preposition: 

fer, according to 

pron 

pronoun: 

herself, ours 

suffix 


-ful, -ness 

trademark 


Hoover, Valium 

vb 

verb (both transitive 
and intransitive): 

agglomerate, americanize 

vb impersonai 

impersonal verb. 

methinks 

verbai auxiiiary 


can, must 

VI 

intransitive verb: 

arise, arrive 

vt 

transitive verb* 

indicate, thank 


Sometimes two parts of speech arc combined: 

zilch . .. adf or n, chiefly NAm zero 

yalp ... VI dm <to utter) a sharp quick shrill cry 


4 Inflections 

The dictionary shows inflections only if they are irregular, and may 
therefore cause difficulty They arc written out in full, unless they 
involve merely the doubling of a consonant or the change of -c to 
-ck-: 

'mousa n, pi mice 
'swat . vt -tt- 

picnic \'i -ck- 

This means that the present participle and past of swat arc swatting 
and swatted, and those of picnic arc picnicking and picnicked 

4.1 Nouns 

Regulat plurals of nouns (eg cats, matches, spies) arc not shown. 
All other plurals (eg louse, lice; sheep, sheep, putto, putti) arc 
given Sometimes alternative plurals are possible; 

salmon . n, pi salmon, esp }or different types salmons 
or a plural may have an alternative pronunciation. 

'bath /bahth/ n. pi baths /bahths; sense 3 often bahdhz/ 

Some plurals arc regular but might have been expected to be 
irregiilai 

coleus At, pi coleu.ses . 

Nouns that are always plurals arc shown as tollows 

environs n pi 

Sometimes an individual sense ol a noun is exclusively plural 
'victual n 2 pi supplies of food, provisions 

Not all plural nouns always take a plural verb This is shown as 
follows 

genetics n pi but sing in consir 
forty winks n pi hut sing or pi in constr 

This means that one .says ‘Genetics is ' but one says cither ‘Forty 
winks IS ’ or ‘Forty winks aic 
Some nouns have no recognizable plural form, but nevertheless 
can take a plural verb 
police n 2a . b pi in constr policemen 
silent majority n sing or pi in constr 
This means that one says ‘Several pi>lice arc . ’ but one says either 

‘The silent majority is ’ or arc 
Some nouns are used with the same meaning in the plural. They 
are shown like this 

latitude . . n a region as marked by its latitude — often pi 
with sing meaning 

This means that one can say ‘It’s very hot at this latitude' or ‘ .at 
these latitudes ' 

4.2 Verbs 

Regular verb forms (eg halted, cadged, carrying) arc not shown. 
All other verb inflections (eg ring, rang, rung) are shown. The verb 
may end in a vowel other than -e: 

^Aisa w visaing; visaed 

The verb may keep its final -e before thq inflections; 

singe . . vt singeing; singed 
A pronunciation may be irregular: 

assemble /a'sembi/ vb assembling /a'scmbling/ 

There may be alternative inflections: 

^spell vb spelt .... NAm chiefly spelled 
Inflections arc shown in the following order: 
present* 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person singular; plural; present 
subjunctive; present participle, past: 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person 
singular; plural; past subjunctive; past participle 
For any given verb, only the irregular inflections are shown. 
Certain forms (eg the entire past tense, or the past tense and the 
past participle) are combined if they are identical. Thus in 
'run . . . vb -nn-; ran; run 
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the prescMit participle is running, the entire past tense is ran, and 
the past participle is run. 

Irregular American and archaic inflections arc listed as separate 
entries m the dictionary, but are not shown at the main form of the 
verb 

^dove /dohv/ NAm past of dive 
hath archaic pres .1 sing of have 

4.3 Adjectives and adverbs 

Adjectives and adverbs whose comparative and superlative are 
formed with more and most, or by adding -(e)r and -(e)st (eg nicer, 
fastest, happier), are not shown 
All other inflections arc shown. 

'good ad) better best 

Inflections that involve a change of pronunciation arc shown 
'young /yung/ adj younger / yung ga/, youngest /‘yung gist/ 

So arc altemative inflections 

'shy ad) shier, shyer, shiest, shyest 

4 4 Pronouns 

Inflections of pronouns arc entered at their alphabetical place in 
the dictionary and cross-rcfcrrcd to their main form 

'her pro n. objective case of shl 
The dch .. given at the main form 

5 Capitalization 

Some words, or meanings of words, can be used with or without a 
uipit.il Icttci and we show this with the notes often cap and often 
not cup In the case ot compound words, the note specifics which 
parts arc capitali/cd 

pop art n, often cap P<ScA 

6 How the meaning of words is 
shown 

Sometimes, instead ot giving a definition, the dictionary describes 
how a W'oi d IS used 

^'after prep 3 used to indicate the goal or purpose of an 
action <go - gold> 

Trademarked terms loo are treated in this way. 

Hoover trademark - - used tor a vacuum cleaner 

Most words, however, are given ordinary dictionary definitions, 
with one or more meanings 

6.1 The numbering of meanings 

The main meanings of a word arc numbered' 
tress n 1 a plait of hair 2 a long lock of hair — usu pi 

When a numbered mam meaning of a word is divided into 
subsenscs. they arc intioduccd by letters: 

quite . . adv or adj la wholly, completely . . b positively, 
certainly 

Divisions ot a subsense arc indicated by bracketed numbers; 

'take . . vb la c(l) to capture and remove from play 
(2) to win in a card game 

When a dcfinitKin is followed by a colon and two or more 
subsenses, this indicates that the meaning of the subsenses is 
covered by the introductory definition The colon may be followed 
by eg when the subsenses arc a representative sample rather than a 
complete list of meanings: 

activate vt 1 to make (more) active or reactive, esp in chemical or 
physical properties: eg a to make (a substance) radioactive b to 
aerate (sewage) . . 

Sometimes an introductory definition is simply the common 
element shared by the following subsenses: 


cheapen . . vb to make or become a cheap in price or value b 
lower in esteem c tawdry, vulgar, or infenor 

This indicates that cheapen means To make or become cheap in 
price and value', to make or become lower in esteem’, and ‘to 
make or become tawdry, vulgar, or inferior' 

When two meanings of a word arc very closely related, they arc 
not separated off with numbers or letters, but run together, with 
the word esp, specif, also, or broadly between them to show the 
way in which they arc related. 

aggrattion n . 2 attack, encroachment, V.vp unprovoked 
violation by one country of the territory of another 

6.2 The order in which seneet are shown 

Those meanings that would be understood anywhere in the 
Rnglish-speaking world are shown first, in their historical order, the 
older senses before the newer After these come the meanings 
whose usage is restneted in some way (eg because they arc used in 
only one area, or have gone out of current use) 

6.3 Bracket* 

Round brackets are used in four main ways in definitions in this 
dictionary 

They enclose the object of a verb 

"contract vt . 2a to catch (an illness) 

They give extra information 
^nap n a hairy or downy surface (eg on a woven fabric) 

They separate the parts of a combined definition that relate to 
different parts of speech. 

cheep VI or n (to utter) a faint shnll sound characteristic of a 
young bird 

They enclose optional wording: 
afloat ad) or adv la borne (as if) on the water or air 

This indicates that afloat means both ‘borne on the water or air' and 
borne as if on the water or air' 

7 Examples 

Definitions in this dictionary, particularly of those words with 
several different senses, may be followed by an example phrase or 
sentence illustrating a typical use of the word in context Many of 
these are actual quotations from a written, or spoken, source, in 
such cases the author or source is given 

Examples are printed in italics between angle brackets (< >) 
Occasionally the word being illustrated is wntien out in full, but 
usually It IS represented by a swung dash (~) 

high' Octana adj having a high octane number and hence good 
antiknock properties <~ petrol> 

When an inflected form of the main entry is being illustrated, it is 
usually shown by a swung dash followed by the inflection. 

‘dare vt to confront boldly; defy <~-d the anger of her 
family > 

The complete example is therefore ‘dared the anger of her family’ 

8 Usage 

There is more to a complete dcscnption of a word than a definition 
of Its meaning; many words have peculiarities of usage that a 
dictionary must take account of. They may be restricted to a 
particular geographical area, they may be colloquial or slang, or 
felt to be 'incorrect', they may have fallen out of use; and there may 
be limitations on the sort of context they can be used in. 

This dictionary shows such restrictions in two different ways. 
Words, or meanings, that are limited to a particular period or area 
arc identified by an italic label: 

fain . . . adv, archaic 1 with pleasure . . . 
howff . . n, Scot a haunt, resort, esp a pub 

When an italic label comes between the main entry and the first 
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definition it refers to all meanings of the word; otherwise « it applies 
to all subsenses of the number or letter it follows. 

All other information on usage is given in a note at the end of a 
definition: 

tootsy . . . n FOOT 1 — used chiefly to children 

When such a note applies to all or several meanings of a word, it 
follows the last definition, and is introduced by the word USE: 

^campody 1 homosexual 2 exaggeratedly effeminate 3 deliberate- 
ly and outrageously artificial, affected, or inappropriate, esp to 
the point of tastelessness l/SE infml 

8.1 Words that art no longer in current use 

The label obs for 'obsolete' means there is no evidence of use for a 
word or meaning since 1755 (the date of publication of Samuel 
Johnson’s Dictionary). 

eholer ... n ... 2a . . b obs bile la 

The label obs is a comment on the word being defined, not on the 
thing it designates. When a thing, as opposed to the word for it, is 
obsolete, this is indicated in the definition; 

paruka . . . n a long curly wig worn by men in the 17th and 18th c 

The label archaic means that a word or meaning once in common 
use is found today only in special contexts, such as poetry or 
historical fiction, where it is used to introduce a flavour of the past: 

agad . . . interj, archaic — used as a mild oath 
'travaU ... n ... 2 archaic labour pains 

Some of the more common archaisms that tend to linger on in 
poetic diction are treated more explicitly by means of a note. 

a'an . . . adv even — chiefly poetic 

The same treatment is given to comparatively modem terms which 
have become old-fashioned because they belong to rapidly chang- 
ing areas of vocabulary such as science and technology, or casual 
everyday speech: 

matron . . . n . 3 a woman in charge of the nursing in a hospital 
— not now used technically 

cripoa . . interj, Br — used to express stirpnse; no longer in 
vogue 

8.2 Worda that ara not uaod throughout tha Engllah-apaaklng 
world 

A word or sense limited in use to one or more of the countries of 
the English-speaking world is labelled accordingly: 

^erook adj, Austr JVZ 1 ill, sick . . . 

The label Br indicates that a word or meaning is used in Britain and 
also usually in the Commonwealth countries of Australasia. The 
label h/Am indicates the use of a word or meaning in both the USA 
and Canada. 

A word or meaning whose use is limited to a particular part of 
Britain, or occasionally of the USA, is labelled accordingly: 

^Inny . . . n, Scot <& N Eng dear lb 
you-'all pron, chiefly S US you 

The label dial for 'dialect’ indicates that a word or meaning belongs 
to the common local speech of several different places: 

crittur . . n, dial a creature 

All the abbreviations used in such labels as these may be found 
inside the front cover. 



Mwi English words can be generally used in both speech and 
writing, but some would be traditionally described as ‘colloquial’ or 
‘slang’, and others, perhaps, as ‘formal’. 

Words of this sort are i^ntifled in the dictionary by notes at the 
end of definitions. It is always hard to apply such descriptiom 
consistently, since the status of these words is constantly shifting 
wth the passage of time, and they arc also frequently used in an 
incongruoui setting for stylistic effect. 


The note ' — infml’ is used for words or senses that are characteris- 
tic of conversational speech and casual wnting (eg between friends 
and contemporaries) rather than of official or 'serious' speech or 
writing; 

snifter . . n a small drink of spirits — infml 
creepy-crawly ru Br a small creeping or scuttling creature (eg 
a spider) — infml 

The note ' — slang’ is used for words or meanings usually found in 
contexts of extreme informality Such words may be, or may have 
been until recently, used by a particular social group such as 
criminals or drug users They often refer to topics that are thought 
of as risque or ‘low’: 

porridge . n . 2 Br time spent in prison — slang 

pissed ad}, Br drunk — slang 

At the opposite end of the scale, the note ‘ — fml’, for ‘formal’, is 
used for words or meanings characteristic of written rather than 
spoken English, and particularly of official or academic writings: 

importunate . ad) . extremely persistent in request or 
demand — chiefly fml 

Some notes desenbe the attitude or tone of the user of a word; 

egghead . . n an intellectual, highbrow — derog or humor 
pass away v/ 2 to die — euph 

All the abbreviations used in such notes as these may be found 
inside the front cover 

8.4 Words that are not ‘correct' 

It IS not the role of a responsible modern dictionary to dictate 
usage. It can only make statements, based on reference to a large 
stock of spoken and written data, as to how a word is being used by 
the community at large Where appropriate it can also warn the 
dictionary user that a use of a word is likely to arouse controversy 
or disapproval Many people would disapprove of the use of some 
of the words we have described as ‘slang’ or ‘informal’, and there 
are of course many contexts in which their use would be quite 
inappropriate: but there is a further distinct class of words that are 
generally felt to be ‘incorrect’ 

The note ‘ — nonstandard’ is used for words or meanings that arc 
quite commonly used in standard English but are considered 
incorrect by many speakers: 

flaunt .. VI . . 2 to flout — nonstandard 

Certain highly controversial words or meanings have the warning 
note ‘ — disapproved of by some speakers’: 

dislnttrested ad) 1 uninterested — disapproved of by some 
speakers 

The note ‘ — substandard' is used for words or meanings that arc 
widely used but are not part of standard English. 

learn vb . . 2 to teach — substandard 


8.5 The context in which a word can appear 

Many words or meanings can be used only in certain contexts 
within a sentence; some verbs arc only used in the passive; some 
words can appear only in the negative, Along with not, never, etc; 
others are always used with particular propositions or adverbs, or in 
certain fixed phrases. Such restriction^ are shown in a note 
following a definition: 

ablda ... vh \ to bear patiently; tolerate — used negatively 
agrao . . . w .. 2a to be of one mind often + with </ — with 
you> 

dumps ... n pi B gloomy state of mind; despondency — esp in in 
the dumps 

Sometimes a word that is commonly used with the main entry word 
in a sentence is printed in italic within the definition: 

alkida ... vi to make indirect, casual, or implicit reference to 
^altogathar n the nude <posed in the ~> — infml 

This means that alliide is almost always used in the phrase allude to, 
and that the noun aHogether is almost always used with the. 
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9 Cross-references 

Cross-references draw your attention to a related word in another 
pail of the dictionary Any word printed in small capiial letters is 
a cioss-rcferencc 

An entire definition may take the form of a cross-reference 1 'his 
happens cither when the word used in the definition has more than 
one meaning, and it is necessary to specify which meaning is 
referred to: 

flash n 6a e pi ash light 2 
or when the word used in the definition is a compound that is a 
mam entry m the dictionary 

rubella n gpkman mpaslhs 

A cToss-rctercncc that refers you to another entry that is related to 
the one you have looked up, or that may give you additional useful 
mtormalion, is introduced by ‘compare’’ 

white-collar ad] — compare bluf-i ollar 

Variant toims of prefixes and combining forms — that is to say, 
alternative spellings used when combining with different base 
lorms (eg the im- form of In- in words like impossible) — arc shown 
as follows 111 the alphabetical list. 

con- sec i o.M 
oestro — see op.sir- 

Kiill mlormalion about them may be found at the mam entry 
f ntnes iolloucJ l'> :in eye symbol « cross-refer you to an 
illusttation or tabic on the facing page 

music n ^ the score of a musical composition set down on 
page IISE • 

Entries followed bv a hand symbol ■# eross-refer you to an 
illusiiaiion or (able appearing at a mam entry elsewhere m the 
diclion.irv 

air marshal n rank 

10 Prefixes, suffixes, and combining 
forms 

Word elements that can be used to form new words in English are 
entered al their alphabetical place in the dictionary These ele- 
ments are prefixes (eg pre-, un-), suffixes (eg -ous, -ly), and 
combining foims (eg Anglo-, -log}) 

Siifhxes and combining forms added to the end of a word may 
alter the grammatical tunction as well as the meaning of the word 
Where appiopriale, this change of part of speech is indicated as 
follow's 

•ful suffix (n-*ad)) lull ol <evr/irful> <culour1u\> 

This means that the suffix -ful is added to nouns to make adjectives. 

1 1 Abbreviations 

All abbievialions arc listed in a separate apperfdix on p 1 14.5 Some 
abbreviations that arc frequently used as ‘words’ arc entered in the 
mam body of the text Examples of these arc sae and PVC, which 
arc shown in the main alphabetical list as nouns 
Abbreviations and symbols used in the dictionary itself arc listed 
inside the front cover 

12 Foreign words and phrases 

Foreign words and phrases that have become thoroughly anglicized 
(eg in pronunciation) or have acquired a part of speech arc entered 
at their alphabetical place in the dictionary: 

'prima facie /.priems ‘fayshi/ adv . . . 
coup da theatre /da tay'ahtr(a)/ n . . . 

Other foreign expressions arc listed in a separate appendix on 
p 1 141 , with ihcir source and language of origin where appropriate. 


13 Pronunciation 

Most of us have at some time or other had a disagreement about 
the pronunciation of a word, or perhaps wc have simply come 
across a new word when reading and have wanted to know how it is 
pronounced Unfortunately, when we look the word^up in our 
dictionarv wc are often confronted with a baffling senes of symbols 
which wc do not understand 

Tlie pronunciation entries m this dictionary arc concise and easy 
to understand, since they arc based almost entirely on English 
spelling, and special characters or marks have been avoided 

13.1.1 Type of pronunciation represented 

The dictionary attempts to give all the most common variant 
pronunciations of each word It would not, however, be possible to 
include all the regional and social variants, and so the pronuncia- 
tion represented here is what may be called a standard' or ‘neutral 
British English’ accent the type of speech chdractcristic of those 
people often desenbed as having no accent' A better definition 
would be that it is an accent that bcird>s nothing of the region to 
which the speaker belongs 

Different age groups may also pronounce words differently 
Some pronunciations that have become so old-fashioncd as to be 
used only by the elderly have been excluded, as have certain others 
which have recently come into vogue amongst the young but which 
are not yet sufhciently established to be worthy of inclusion 

13.1 .2 ( hoicc of symbols 

English spelling is often a poor guide to the pronunciation of a 
word In bough, cough, rough, thorough, though, thought, and 
through, the sequence ough represents seven different sounds 
There arc in fact 23 vowel sounds in English (see the chart below) 
and only five letters (a, e, i. o. u) m the spelling to represent these 
sounds Nevertheless, by choosing those combinations of letters 
which are regularly used in English spelling to represent a 
particular sound, it is possible to produce a pronunciation system 
that IS quick and easy to learn 


Vowels Consonanli 


a as in 

bad, ftfl 

b 

as in 

bad 

ah 

father, oompo/i 

ch 


i/icer 

aw 

saw, an ful 

d 


day 

ay 

make, hav 

dh 


they 

c 

bed. he'ad 

t 


few 

cc 

sheep, kev 

g 


.cjy 

CP 

there, hair 

h 


hox 

1 

sh/p. l/ck 

1 


/ump 

le 

b/te. l/ed 

k 


king 

le .1 

fire, iiar 

kh 


kwh 

in 

here, fear 

1 


?cd 

o 

pot. crop 

m 


man 

oh 

note. J(*an 

n 


sun 

oo 

pal. cook 

ng 


sung 

ooh 

boot, laic 

nh 


restaurant 

oon 

jury, cure 

P 


poi 

ow 

noM . hough 

r 


red 

own ,, 

our, power 

s 


50on 

oy 

boy. loiter 

sh 


liv/i 

oyn 

laH'ier, sawver 

! 


tea 

u 

cat. lack 

th 


thing 

uh 

bird, absard 

v 


view 

n 

mother, about 

w 


wet 



y 


yet 



z 


zero 



zh 


pleasure 


All pronunciations aic shown within slant lines (/ /)- so for 

instance /ic/ is pronounced as it is spelt in lied, spied y cried, 
although this same sound may also be spelt in other ways <eg r/>'. 
giant, right), and fed is pronounced as it is spelt in meet, street, feet, 
etc, although this same sound may also be spelt as in 5/ream, key, 
quay, and people. 

Below arc a few examples: 

cheat /cheet/ 
luck /luk/ 


fountain /'fowntin/ 
measure f mezha/ 
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lute /looht/ thought /thawt/ 

rhyme /ricm/ rough /ruf/ 

hair /hco/ knight /niet/ 

13.2 Stress 

13.2.1 Primary stress 

In all English words of 2 or more syllables one syllable is more 
prominent than the others, and we say it has greater stress or 
primary stress For instance, in the word paper the first syllable pa- 
has greater stress than the second syllable -per, and in complete the 
second syllable has greater stress than the first. 

In the pronunciation entries the symbol /7 is placed before the 
syllable with pnmary stress: 

paper /* paypo/ 
compete /kom'plect/ 

13.2.2 Secondary stress 

Some longer words also have secondary stress on another syllable; 
that is, the syllable has some prominence but not so much as that 
syllable with primary stress. The symbol /,/ is used before such 
syllables. For instance, in university the syllable -ver- has primary 
stress, but the first syllable also has some stress. This is secondary 
stress, and we show the pronunciation in university as /.yoohm'vuh- 
soti/ 

13ut.3 Stress on compounds 

Some main entries in the dictionary consist of two or more words 
separated by a hyphen If each of these words is listed and given a 
pronunaation at its own alphabetical place in the dictionary, the 
hyphenated word is not given a full pronunciation, but only a ‘stress 
pattern': 

,drv' rot 
covor-.up 

A mam entry which consists of two or more words separated by 
spaces will be given a stress pattern only if this is not obvious, or if 
the stress pattern docs not depend on the position of the phrase 
within a sentence: 

'•aay .chair 
.mothtr tu'parior 

but for example go in is not given a stess pattern, because the stress 
pattern of verb phrases changes according to the sentence 
/ .want to go 'in 
/ want to 'go in ‘now 

Main entries consisting of two or more individual words are not 
normally given a full pronunciation. Since the pronunctiation in 
bookcase may be partially guessed from that of book, only the 
pronunaation of the latter part of the compound is shown, together 
with a stress pattern: 
book /book/ 

'book.caaa /-.kays/ 

13.2.4 Alternative stress patterns 

It is sometimes convenient to show alternative stress patterns by 
using a hyphen to represent each syllable. For example, carrier bag 
may be pronounced with the primary stress cither on the ca- of 
carrier, or on bag In such cases, the alternative stress patterns arc 
shown like this: 
carrior bag /'-,-, 

Similarly, if an undefined related word (run-on) has the same 
pronunciation as the main entry from which it is formed, but a 
different stress pattern, its stress pattern is shown with hyphens and 
stress marks: 

dry at ‘dutt adj ... — dryaadust /'-,-/ n 

13.2 J Stress shift 

There are certain words for which the stress pattern changes 
according to the position of the word within a phrase or sentence, 
for example, brigadier has primary stress on the last syllable -dier, 
but when this word is used in the phrase brigadier general, the 
primary stress shifts to the first syllable of general, and there is now 


secondary stress on the first syllable of brigadier. For words like 
brigadier, the stress pattern shown is always that which would be 
used if the word were read out by itself: 

brigadlar /.bnga'dia/ 
but .brigadiar ganaral 

(Here, the stress pattern of brigadier has changed because of stress 
shift ) 

13.3. Special tymbola 

13.3.1 The symbol /a/ 

This is the only special phonetic character used in this dictionary. It 
represents the unstressed vowel sound in mother, about, purpose, 
and may correspond to many different vowels in ordinary spelling. 

13.3.2 Bracketed (a) 

This symbol is used when the sound /a/ may be either pronounced 
or missed out. or where its presence or absence is uncertain Most 
syllables of English contain a vowel, telephone /'telifohn/ has three 
syllables and three vowels, /e/, /i/, and /oh/. But certain consonants 
can form a syllabic by themselves, cattle /'katl/ has two syllables, 
/'kat/ and /!/ In a word such as memory /'mem(a)n/, a bracketed 
/(a)/ IS used, to show that the /r/ may or may not form a syllable 
one can say /'mcmri/, /'mempri/, or /‘memr i/ Similarly, sudden 
/sud(p)n/ may be pronounced / sudn/ or /'sudan/ 

The bracketed symbol (p) may also be used after the vowels /ic/ and 
/oo/ 

giro /■jic(.'))rohy 
nouralgia /nyoo(p)‘raljp/ 

This means that some people pronounce the vowels as /ic-.V or 
^oop/ and others simply as /le/ or /oo/ 

13.3.3 Hyphens 

A hyphen m the spelling of a word is not shown in its pronuncia- 
tion However, a hyphen is used in proQji^nciation entries in the 
following cases 

I to show that the pronunciation is not a full word and cannot 
stand alone (eg for prefixes or suffixes)* 

pre- /pn-/ 

-tion /-sh(p)n/ 

II to show that part of the pronunciation has not been repeated: 
digutt /di'jest, die-/ 

Since the syllable /-'jest/ is the same for both variants it is not 
written twice. 

13.3.4 Centred dot 

A centred dot (■) separates pairs of letters that might otherwise be 
wrongly read as one sound It separates /n/ from /g/ where the 
sound /ng/ as in sing is not intended, or /!/ from /h/ where /th/ as in 
through IS not intended: 

knighthood /'met hood/ 

The centred dot may also occur within a single syllable: 
fire /fie-p/ 

This shows that the sequence /iep/ shoiiid not be read /i*ep/ as in 

Riviera. 

13.3.5 Swung dash 

A swung dash (-) means that the plural is pronounced in the same 
way as the singular: 

hor« d'oouvro . . . p/ hors d'oeuvres cdso hors d*oeuvre /'duhv(z) 
{Fr ^)/ 

13.4 Variant pronunciations 

13.4.1 Alternative pronunciations 

In general, the first variant shown is considered to be the most 
usual, although even if two or more pronunciations are genuinely 
equal in acceptability, it is inevitable because of the nature of print 
that one must be placed first on the page. All pronunciations shown 
may be safely used, with the following exceptions: 
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I A pronunciation preceded by also is not so usual as the other 
pronunciation(s) given, or else though widely used it is not 
considered correct by some speakers. 

controversy /'kontravuhsi; also kon'trovasi/ 

Here, the first variant /'kontrovuhsi/ is considered more correct by 
some 

II A pronunciation preceded by often is commonly used but is 
generally considered incorrect. 

gypsophilia /jip'sofib; often jipsaTili a/ 

13.4.2 Common variants that are not shown 

There arc many words which some speakers pronounce slightly 
differently from other speakers. Where such differences are very 
slight, as in the cases below, it has been decided not to show both 
variants, although each may be quite usual. The fact that the other 
variant does not appear docs not mean that it is in any way 
undesirable 

//a 

The two sounds /i/ and /a/ arc often variants within a word. Some 
people pronounce the final syllabic of bargain, painless, meanness 
with an /i/ and others with /a/ Because such words are so very 
numerous, normally either /i/ or /a/ is shown but not both 

i/v 

Words like apiary, anaemia may be pronounced with either /i/ or 

N! 

apiary /'aypi ari/ or /'aypyari/ 

bor such words only the /i/ variant is usually given, except after /!/, 
/m/, and /n/, where both variants aie shown 
anaemia ^I'ncemyo, -mi a/ 

When a prefix such as un- is followed by a /k/ or a /g/ sound, the n 
may be pronounced either as /n/ or as /ng/ 
ungainly /imgaynh/ or /ung'gaynli/. 

Only one variant is normally shown 

13.4.3 Foreign and specialized pronunciations 

Ficncli, (icrman and Spanish pronunciations (b>, Ger, Sp) arc 
given where appropriate in IPA (see 1.^ 8) Pronuneiations marked 
naut and lech arc those used by experts within the field to which the 
word belongs. 

leeward /'lee wood, naut looh-ad/ 

Here, ordinary people say /'Icewood/ but sailors would say 
/'looh od/. 

13.5 Mam entries which are abbreviations 

If the main entry consists merely of a sequence of capital letters, 
such as BA, ESP, or YWCA, the pronunciation is obvious, and so 
need not be given However, abbreviations which may be pro- 
nounced as a word do receive a pronunciation: 

UFO /'yooh,foh, ,yooh cf 'oh/ 

13.6 Inflections 

Regular inflections arc not given a pronunciation unless they arc a 
mam entry, in which case the stress pattern alone is shown 
Irregular inflections arc given pronunciations throughout 
A pronunciation is sometimes shown for the present participle of 
a verb. The present participle of travel may be pronounced cither 
/‘travling/ or /'travf-ing/, but that of tunnel can be pronounced only 
/'tunling/. 

The Latin plurals -ae and -I are pronounced in a number of ways, 
but It IS normally necessary to show only one pronunciation: the 
plural ending -i is shown as /-id and the ending -ae as /-il or l-cd. 

13.7 Strong and waak forma 

Many common words have both a strong form and a weak form. 
The strong form is used only when the word is stressed or carnes 
emphasis. Otherwise the weak form is used. 


For instance, if I say ‘1 am going out', am is pronounced in its 
unstressed or weak form /am/. But if someone denies that I am 
going out, 1 may repeat the same sentence with a different 
emphasis and say ‘I am going out.’ Here 1 have stressed the verb 
am, and the strong form /am/ is used. 

Since the weak form is the most usual form of the word, this is 
given first in pronunciation entries and the strong form follows the 
word strorlg- 

am /am. m, strong am/ 
har /ha, a; strong huh/ 

1 3.8 Foraign words and phrasas 

13.8.1 American pronunciations 

American pronunciation often differs from that of British English 
speakers, but a specifically American pronunciation is only shown 
when a word is pronounced in such a way that it might not be 
recognized by British speakers 

Clark /klahk; NAm kiuhk/ 

liautanant /leftcnant; NAm looh'tenant/ 

Some American-influenced pronunciations arc gaining popularity 
in Britain in such words as temporary /‘tempdrcri/, temporarily 
Hempa'rerdli/, or mandatory /man'dayt(3)ri/ instead of the more 
conventionally Bntish English /'tempran/, /'temproroli/, and 
/‘mand.-ttfalri/ Such pronunciations arc shown only when they are 
considered to be sufficiently usual to have gained general accept- 
ance 

13.8.2 Borrowed words and phrases 

Where English has 'borrowed' a word or phrase from a foreign 
language it eventually acquires an anglicized pronunciation All 
such words in this dictionary are given a pronunciation which may 
be easily used by native English speakers who know nothing of the 
language from which the word is borrowed However, many of 
these words are normally pronounced in a manner that is closer to 
the original pronunciation, and in these cases the foreign pronunci- 
ation IS also given within round brackets, using the International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). This is because many foreign sounds 
cannot be adequately represented using the English alphabet. The 
IPA svmbols used are as follows 


Symbi* 

French 

as in 

German 

Nearest English 
Equivalent 

1 

nid 

/nhalt 

heal 

1. 

— 

rirchen 

feed 

13 

— 

B/er 

beer 

C 

^\e 

Medikament 

dav 

c: 

— 

me hr 

fair 

1 

srpi 

Kettc 

pet 

i. 

m^re 

Rutsel 

iair 

€3 

— 

Wiedersehen 

fair 

a 

pfltte 

Album 

curt 

a: 

tnrd 

— 

curd 

ai 

— 

Fraulem 

tie 

au 


auf 

cow 

0 

btfs 

A/inung 

curd 

a: 

sable 

— 

curd 

3 

tonne 

Post 

hot 

a: 

mors 

— 

sort 

31 

— 

Froulein 

toy 

0 

chaud 

Tomate 

coat 

o: 

rose 

Ko/ile 

code 

0 

— 

unter 

put 

u 

coup 

— 

cool 

u: 

rouge 

Uhl 

cool 

y 

cru 

Fiihrer 

crude 

y' 

buche 

physisch 

crude 

0 

bleu 

dffnen 

early 

0; 

jeune 

bdse 

early 

ue 

seul 

— 

early 

(c: 

peur 

— 

eorly 

3 

\e 

genug 

ado 

t 

vin 



— 
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d 

bkinc 

— 

restaurant 

5 

non 

— 

— 

de 

jeunc 

— 

— 

q 

nuu 

— 

wheat 

9 

— 

ich 

— 

X 

— S 

nac/i 

loch 

P 

pagne 

— 

new 

0 

— 

r/ngen 

pang 

3 

yournal 

Genie 

pleasure 

J 

c/iat 

6'trasse 

show 

IJ 

(tcheque) 

— 

cheat 

J 

mieux 

yahr 

you 


14 Etymologies 

14.1 Etymologies are shown in square brackets [ | after the 
definition of a word, but before any derived undefined words or 
idioms (unless an idiom itself has been given an etymology). 

14.2 Within the square brackets, words or word-elements in italics 
are the source from which the main entry is histoncally descended 
An English word or phrase in ordinary type after such a source- 
word explains the meaning or function of that source-word: 

•uiogy Gk eulogia praise . . . ] 

parturition . . ( . . L parturituSy pp of partunre . . ] 

If a source-word is an English word in use since 1501, but is not 
listed in this dictionary, its meaning is given in round brackets: 

frump . . [ prob fr frumple (to wnnklc), fr ME frompicn . | 

14.3 Spacial tarminoiogy 

14.3.1 fr = from . This indicates various kinds of relationship 
between one word and another: eg borrowing, compounding, or 
grammatical change. 

14.3.2 denv = derivative This means that at least one 
intermediate step has been left out in tracing the history of a word: 

apricot . (alter, of earlier abrecock , dcriv of Ar al-birquq the 
apricot] 

Here, the Arabic word may have reached us through Catalan, 
Italian, French, Spanish, or Portuguese. 

14.3.3 alter. » alteration. This means that there has been a change 
of form, within a single language, following no regular pattern of 
linguistic change, as with apricot. 

14.3.4 modif = modification. This means that there has been the 
same kind of change in a word borrowed from another language: 

boulovard ... IF, modif of MD bolwerc bulwark] 

14.3.5 blend. This describes a word formed from two oi^more 
constituents which has at least one letter or sound in common with 
those constituents, or in which part of one constituent is inserted 
into the other: 

•mog . . . (blend of smoke and fog] 

Compounds which do not meet these special conditions are treated 
differently: 

brunch . . . (breakfast + \unch] 

144 Usually the etymology traces the origin and development of 
a main entry as far back as possible within the recorded history of 
language, describing (when applicable) the following chief fea- 
tures: 

i Earlier forms in English Whenever an etymologized word is a 
descendant of a word recorded in cither or both of the earlier 
periods of English, its occurrence in the earlier period(s) is noted, 
and its form and meaning are stated if they differ from the present 
form of the main entry, or from the earliest sense deftned: 


'clog . . (ME clogge short thick piece of wood] 

•clot . . (ME, fr OE clott . . 1 

II Loanwords When a word has been borrowed into English at 
any period from another language, the source-language is iden- 
tified, and the form and meaning of the source-word are stated if 
they differ from those shown for the English word: 

'loin . . IME jomen, fr OF joindre . . . | 
polo [Balti, balll 

III Earlier history of loanwords In the case of most words which 
belong to the general vocabulary of English, the earlier history of a 
foreign source- word is traced as far back as possible: 

dino . [ME dinen, fr OF diner y fr (assumed) VL disjejunare to 
break ones fast, fr L dis- + LL jejunare to fast, fr L jejunus 
fasting] 

Specialized or 'exotic' words which have entered English, such as 
hummus and sargasso, are often treated rather less fully, and with 
few exceptions a word from a language outside the Indo-European 
family is not traced any further back. 

iv Pre-history and use of akin to' When a word has been traced 
back to the earliest language in which it is recorded, then — if that 
language belongs to the Indo-European family — a selection is given 
of related forms from other languages of this family Such a list of 
related forms is preceded by the phrase ‘akin to’ 

hound . [ME:, fr OE hand, akin to OHG hunt dog, L lanis, Gk 

kydn] 

A somewhat different use of ‘akin to’ occurs when a word is 
known to be derived from a word in a certain group of languages 
(eg Celtic or Scandinavian) but cannot be definitely traced to any 
recognized word in any particular language 
skulk . [ME skulken, of Scand origin, akin to Dan skulke to 
shirk, play truant] 

The Danish word shown here is related to the English skulk, which 
certainly derived from a Scandinavian i^guage; but no more 
definite relationship between the two words can be established 

14.5 If a source-word had the same form as the English word that 
comes from it. but a different meaning, that meaning is given 

nimbus [L, rainstorm, cloud] 

If a source-word had the .same meaning as the English word but a 
different form, that form is given (If there is no language-label 
before the first word in italics, it is English) 

graclla [L gracilis] 

If the source word had the same form and meaning as the English 
word. It appears like this. 

•eabiM . . . [L] 

The same principles can be applied throughout an etymology: 
famous . . [ME, fr MF fameux, fr L famosuSy fr fama fame] 

If the form, meaning, and language had to be stated in every case, 
this would be written as: 

famous . . [ME famous well-known, fr MF fameux well-known, 
fr L famosus well-known, fr L fama ^mc] 

14.5 Cross-rafaroncas 

An explicit cross-reference such as ‘moreiit shilling' directs you to 
another mam entry where further mfomiation about eytmology is 
to be found. 

Any mention in italics of an English word listed in the dictionary 
may be taken as an implicit reference to the etymology (if any) at 
that word: 

chortl4 . . . (blend of chuckle and snort] 

Etymological information about both chuckle and snort may be 
found at their own entnes. 

A cro.ss-referencc is also implied when the same italicized form 
occurs in two or more etymologies which are not further than ten 
entries apart. In practice, this means that quite often you must look 
at adjacent entries for further information: 
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chrism |ME crisme, fr OH trLsma, fr LL chrisnia, fr Ok, 
ointment, fr chnem to anoint; akin to OH great grit, sand| 

Christ . IME Crist. Ir OE, fr L Christus, fr Ok Christos, lit , 
anointed, fr chnein] 

christen (ME cristnen, fr OE cristnian, fr cristen Christian, fr 
L chnsiianus] 

Christendom |MH cristendom, fr OE cristenddm, fr ensten] 

'Christian |l, chnstianus, adj & n. fr Ok chnstianos. fr 
Christos] 

Here, the etymology at chrism is the ultimate goal of a chain of 
implied cross-relerences It you originally looked up Christendom, 
vou will hnd lurther information alxjut iristen, the last form shown 
there, in the entry for christen, more about chnstianus, the last 
iorm at christen, in the entry for 'Christian, then the form Christos 
will take you from 'Christian to Christ, and finally chnein will lead 
you to chrism 

14 7 Sometimes the material in square brackets consists ot a base 
form plus a beginning t>r ending, printed in small cai'Iiai letters 

animation |‘ammml + -ionI 

Ihis does not mean that animation was formed in modern English 
from nniniate and -ion (in fact, the word was borrowed into English 
lioin Latin animation-, animatio), rather, it shows that the word 
means the act of animating’, which is the sum of the meanings of 

animate aed ' i,- . 

The components shown are not nctessarily in exactly the same 
loim as the mam entry 

dissolution joissoivL 4 ionI 

14 8 When a main entry eoveis two or more parts of speech, the 
elvmolog) usually shows which pait of speech was the first form in 
f nglish and'or was the source-word in another language. 

'conscript n or adj ( adj ME, tr L conscriptus , n fr adjl 

1 his means that the English noun conscript came from the English 
adieetise conscript, which in turn was borrowed from the Middle 
f rench adiectise corisiript 

14 9 When one (or moie than one) of the numbered meanings of 
a woid has an origin which is not strictls identical with that of the 
other meaning! s), although not sufficiently different to justify 
listing It as a separate main entry, extra information about it is 
given 

attrition (I attrition-, attritio, fr attritiis. pp ol atterere to rub 
against, Ir ud- \- terere to rub — more at imrow, (1) ME 
uitrmoun, fr (assumed) Ml. attrition-, attritio. fr L | 

walking ((1) fr prp ot ^walk, (2) Ir gerund of ^walk] 

14 10 Sometimes, in place of or in addition to the history of a 
word, an etymology offers an explanation of m/iv that word is used 
with a paiticiilar meaning. Such explanations are always introduced 
by 'll' 

candidate |L candidatus, fr candidatus clothed m white, fr 
Candidas white, fr the white toga worn by candidate' for office 
in ancient Romc| 

kita of daath . |fr the kiss with which Judas betrayed Jesus (Mk 
14-44-46)) 

14.11 Abbreviations used in etymologies for the names of lan- 
guages are listed inside the front cover In addition, the following 
points may be noted 

I Many technical terms used in the sciences and other specialized 
studies consist of words or word-elements which arc current in at 
least two languages, with whatever minor changes of form aie 
needed to adapt them to the structure of each individual language 
Frequently one docs not know which particular language they were 
originally formed in The label ISV (International Scientific Vo- 
cabulary) IS therefore attached to any such term which is not 
positively known to have originated in English: 


carbide [ISV] 

glyc- |ISV. fr (ik glyk- sweet, fr giykys] 

II The labelling and representation in writing of words from the 
Indian subcontinent presents a problem When they were bor- 
rowed into English, the language of most of them was generally 
called Hindustani; but since partition in 1947, more cemnmonly the 
names Hindi and Urdu have been used to denote the two similar 
but divergent mam loims Hindi, written in the Sanskritic (Dc- 
vanagari) alphabet, is the lorm adopted in India, Urdu, written in 
Pcrso-Arabic characters, is the form adopted in Pakistan In this 
dictionary, the label Hindi has generally been used in the wider 
sense formerly conveyed by Hindustani ‘a group of Indie dialects 
of northern India of which literary Hindi and Urdu are considered 
diverse written forms' Words thus labelled are either common to 
Hindi and Urdu (eg lac. sari) or specifically Urdu (eg lascar, 
sahih), specifically Hindi words have usually been labelled Sans- 
krit. whether they came into English directly from Sanskrit (eg 
Krishna) or via Hindustani (eg maharishi) 

III With a few special exceptions, a word borrowed from Latin or 
Cireek is ascribed to the earliest period m which it is recorded in 
cither ot those languages with the same meaning that it has in the 
borrowing language regardless of the date of the borrowing 
Borrowings from other languages divided into historical penods, 
such as ‘Old’ and ‘Middle’, are attributed to the period correspond- 
ing to the date of the word’s first recorded borrowing In the cases 
of ‘Old Italian'. ‘Old Portuguese’, and Old Spanish', however the 
term ‘Old' docs not denote a definable period, but indicates a lorm 
in Italian, Portuguese, or Spanish which was borrowed into the Old 
or Middle peruxl of another language 

IV The label native name’, followed by the name of a country or 
region, is used in a few instances when it has been impossible to 
determine which particular language ot that place the word comes 
from 

koala (native name in Australia) 

14.12 Words from other alphabets 

All lorms from other alphabets (Hebiew, Arabic, (ireek. Sanskrit, 
Chinese, ( yrillic, etc) are presented in the Roman alphabet 
III representing lorms from lone languages, such as Chinese, small 
superscript hguics are used to indicate the lone ot the word or 
syllabic which they tollow' For Chinese words, the Wadc-Gilcs 
system ot romanization is used 

14.13 Main entries without an etymology 

When lack of evidence makes it impi^ssible to supply any satisfac- 
tory etymology, the phrase (origin unknown] is used When a word 
IS given no etymology, this is usually not because of lack of 
evidence but because it is considered that an etymology is un- 
necessary This applies to any word which is 

I a trademark (eg Vaseline) 

II the name of a tribe or people in ns own language (eg Zulu) 

III an interjection which is a natural non-linguistic sound (eg 
bah. ugh, whee) 

IV derived from the name of a peison or place fully identified in 
the definition (eg fokay) 

\ a shoitened or contracted form (eg exam, o’er) 

VI a spelling variant of another word to which it is cross-referred 

(eg kadi, kaftan) 

vii an inflected form ot a verb. noun, or adjective to which it is 
cross- referred (but special foims, such as better and went, 
and forms of the verb be. do have etymologies) 

viii a compound, derivative, or phrase created in English by the 
combination of forms listed in this dictionary, provided that 
the identity of each component is clear Thus no etymology is 
given for toothpaste (from tooth -y- paste), for dehumanize 
(from de- + humanize), or for polygyny (from poly- -t- -gyny) 

IX a word formed by the addition of an eaMly-recognizable suffix 
to an E'nglish word, although it may have been formed in a 
language other than English. Thus impressionism has no 
etymology because it is an obvious derivative of impression, 
which in turn is clearly related to 'impress, although in stnet 
jxunt of fact both impression and impressionism were bor- 
rowed into English from French forms. In the same way. 
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undefined related words (runons) have no etymology, even 
though in some cases such words may have appeared in 
English before the base form or have been formed in a 
different language (as immortality is actually a borrowing 
from French and is at least as old as the base word lmmc»rtal) 
created in English by change of grammatical function (as the 
verb t^k led to the noun talk) from a word listed, with an 
etymology, above (or occasionally below) it. 
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'a /ay/ n, pi a*s, as often cap la (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 1st letter of the English alphabet b a speech counterpart 
of orthographic a 1 the 6th note of a C>major scale 3 one designated a. 
esp as the 1st in order or class 4 a grade rating a student's work as 
supenor 

’a /a, strong ay/ indefintie article 1 one - used before singular nouns when 
the referent is unspecified man overboard^ and before number 
collectives and some numbers great many) 2 the same (^birds of ^ 
feather') (swords all of length) 3a(l) any <~ bicycle has 2 wheels) 

(2) one single (can't see thing) b one particular (glucose is simple 

sugar) c - used before the gerund or infinitive of a verb to denote a penod 
or occurrence of the activity concerned (had ^ little weep) (heard ^ 
crashing of gears) 4 - used before a proper name to denote (1) member- 
ship of a class <I was Burton before my mamage - SEU S> (2) 
resemblance Daniel come to judgment) (3) one named but not 
otherwise known Mrs Jones) 5 - used before a pair of items to be 
considered as a unit (-^ cap and gown) USE used before words or letter 
sequences with an initial consonant sound; compare 'an 1 [ME, fr OE an 
one - more at one] 

‘a /3/ prep 1 PFR 2 (twice ~ week) 2 chiefly dial on. in. at USE used 
before v> irds 6i icit'^r sequences with an initial consonant sound [ME, fr 
OE a-, an, on] 

*a /a/ prep of - often attached to the preceding word (kinda) (lottz) [ME. 
by contr] 

A /ay/ n or adj (a film that is) certified in Bntain as suitable for all ages 
but rcquinng parental guidance for children under 14 [adult] 

'a- /a-/ prefix 1 on. in, at; to (abed) (ajar) 2 in (such) a state or condition 
(ablaze) 3 in (such) a manner (aloud) 4 in the act or process of (gone 
a-hunting} (atingle) USE in predicative adjectives and adverbs [ME, 
frOE] 

*a- /ay-, a-/, an- /an-/ prefix not; without (asexuaf) (amoral) - a- usu 
before consonants other than h, an- before vowels and usu before h 
(anaesthetic) (anhedraf) [L & Gk, L, fr Gk - more at 'UN-j 
-a- comb form replacing carbon, esp in a nng (aza-) [ISV] 

-a /-a/ suffix (- n) oxide (thona) (alumina) [NL, fr -a (as in 
magnesia)] 

adj I of a ship having the highest possible classification of seaworthi- 
ness for insurance purposes 2 of the finest quality; first-rate 
A4 n a size of paper usu 297 X 210mm (about 1 144 X 8 14 in) 

A6 n a size of paper usu 210 X 148mm (about 8V4 X STkin) 

AA n or adj (a film that is) certified m Bntain as suitable for people 
over 14 

aah /ah often prolonged/ vi to exclaim in amazement, joy, or surpnse 
(oohing and - ing> - aah n 

aardvark Ahd.vahk/ n a large burrowing ant- and termite-eating 
nocturnal Afncan mammal [obs Afnk, fr Afnk aard earth f vark 
P*8] 

aardwolf /'ahd.wcwlf/ n a stnped African mammal that resembles the 
hyenas and eats esp carnon and insects [Afnk, fr aard + wolf] 
ab- /ab-, ab-/ prefix from; away; off (abaxiaf) (abduct) [ME, fir OF & 
L; OF, fr L ab-, abs-, a-, fr ab, a - more at of] 
aba /a'bah, ah'bah/ n a loose sleeveless outer garment worn by Arabs [Ar 
'aba'] 

abaca /.aba'kah/ n (a fibre obtained from the leafstalk oO a banana native 
to the Philippines [Sp abaci, fr Tag abaka] 

aback /a'bak/ adv 1 unintentionally in a position to catch the wind on 
what IS normally the leeward side - used with reference to a sail 2 by 
surprise - + take (was taken by her sharp retort) [ME abak back, 
backwards, fr OE on bxc, fr on on + base back] 
abacua /'abakas/ n, pi abaci /-kie, -sie/, aba^M 1 a slab that forms 
the uppermost part of the capital of a column architecture 2 an 
instrument for performing calculations by sliding counters along rods or 
in grooves [L, fr Gk abak-, abax, lit., slab] 

'abaft /a'bahft/ adv towards or at the stem ['a- + baft (aft)] 

’abaft prep towards the stem from 

abalona /^iba'lohni/ n any of several related edible rock-clinging gastro- 
pod molluscs with flatten^ slightly spiral shells [AmerSp abuldn] 
'abandon /3'band(3)n/ vr 1 to give up completely, esp with the intention 


of never resuming or reclaiming <~ed his studies) (slow to ^ their 
native language) 2 to leave, often m the face of danger ship) 3 to 
forsake or desert, esp in spite of an allegiance, duty, or responsibihty 
(endure the ignominy of his ^ing her - D H Lawrenoe><~ed to a 
humble death) 4 to give (oneselO over unrestrainedly to an emotion or 
activity [ME abandounen, fr MF abandoner, fr abandon, n, surrender, fr 
a bandon m one’s power] - abandoner n, abandonment n 
’abandon n freedom from constraint or inhibitions (danced with 
gtty -> 

a'bandoned adj wholly free from restraint (an ^ pgrty) 
abaaa /s'bays/ vt to bring lower in rank, office, prestige, or esteem [ME 
abassen, fr MF abaisser, fr a- (fr L ad-) -»■ (assum^) VL bassiare to lower] 

- abasement n 

abaah /a'bash/ vt to destroy the self-possession or self-confidence of; 
disconcert - usu pass [ME abaishen, fr (assumed) MF abaiss-, abair to 
astonish, alter, of MF esbair, fr ex- + baer to yawn, fr ML batare] - 
abashment n 

abate /a'bayt/ vT 1 to put an end to; abolish a nuisance) 2 to reduce 
in amount, intensity, or degree, moderate (^ a tax) ~ vi to decrease in 
force or intensity (the wind has ^ d> [ME abaten, fr OF abattre to beat 
down, slaughter - more at 'rebate] - abatement n, abater n 
abatis, abattis /‘abatee, -tis/ n, pi abatis, abatises, abattis, absttiaes a 
defensive obstacle made of felled trees with sharpened branches facing the 
enemy [F. fr abattre] 

abattoir /'aba.twah/ n a slaughterhouse [F. fr abattre] 
abaxial /ab'aksi-al/ adj situated outside or directed away from the axis 
of an organ, plant part, or organism - compare adaxial 
abbacy /'abasee/ n the office, jurisdiction, or tenure of an abbot or abbess 
[ME aMiatie, fr LL aMatia] 

abbd fabay/ n a member of the French secular clergy in major or imnor 
orders - used as a title [F, fr LL abbat-, abbas] 
abbaaa fabea/ n the female supenor of a convent of nuns [ME abbesse, 
fr OF, fr LL abbatissa, fern of abbat-, abbas] 

Abbevillian /3b(a)'vily3n/ adj of the earliest Palaeolithic culture m 
Europe [Abbeville, town in France] 

abbey Abi/ n 1 a religious community governed by an abbot or abbess 
2 the buildings, esp the church, of a (former) monastery < Westminster ^ > 
[ME, fr OF abaie, fr LL abbatia abbey, fr abbat-, abbas] 
abbot /'aboi/ n the supenor of an abbey of monks [ME abbod, fr OE. 
fr LL abbat-, abbas, fr LGk abbas, fr Aram abba father] 
abbreviate /a'breeviayt/ vt to make briefer, esp to reduce to a shorter 
form intended to stand for the whole [ME abbreviaten, fr LL abbreviatus, 
pp of abbreviare - more at abridge] - abbreviator n 
abbreviation /3,breevi'aysh(3)n/ n a shortened form of a written word 
or phrase <amt is an for amount) [abbreviate + -ion] 

ABC n, pi ABCs, ABCs I the alphabet 2 the rudiments of a subject - 
usu pi with sing, meaning in NAm 

abdicate /'abdikayt/ vr to relinquish (e g sovereign power) formally ^ vi 
to renounce a throne, dignity, etc [L abdicatus, pp of abdicate, fr ab- + 
dicare to proclaim - more at diction] - abdicator n, abdicable /-kabl/ 
adj, abdication /•’kaysh(a)n/ n 

abdomen /'abdoman, ab'dohman/ n 1 (the cavity oO the part of the body 
between the thorax and the pelvis that contains the liver, gut, etc 2 the 
rear part of the body behind the thorax in an insect or other arthropod 
[MF ft L; MF. fr L] - abdominal /ab'dominl, ab-/ adj, abdoasinally 
adv 

abducena nerve /ab'dyoohsanz, -kenz/ n other of the 6th pair of 
cramal nerves which are motor nerves supplying muscles of the eye [L 
abducens, prp of abducere] 

abduct /ab'dukt/ vt 1 to carry off secretly or by force - compare kidnap 
2 to draw away (e g a limb) from a position near or parallel to the main 
part of the body [L abductus, pp of abducere, lit., to lead away, fr ab- 
+ ducere to 1^ - more at 'tow] - abdnetor ji, aUnetkM 
/ab'duksh(a)n/ n 

abeam /a’beem/ adv or adj on a line at right angles to the length of a 
ship or aircraft ['a- 'beam] 
ab^ /a'bed/ adv or adj in bed 

Aberdeen Angua /^badeen 'ang-gas/ o (any of) a breed of black 
hornless orig Scottish beef cattle [Aberdeen ft Angus, counties in Scot- 
land] 

aberrant /a'berant/ adj 1 deviating from the right or normal way <"- 
behaviour) 2 diverging from the usual or natural type (L aberrant-, 
aberrans, prp of aberrare to go astray, fr ab- -v errare to wander, err] - 
aberrance n, aberrancy n, aberraady adv 

aberration /Abe'raysh(a)n/ n 1 b^ aberrant, esp with respect to a 
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moral standard or normal state 2 the failure of a mirror, lens, etc to 
produce exact correspondence between an objca and its image 3 (an 
instance oO unsoundness or disorder of the mind 4 a small periodic 
change of apparent position in celestial bodies due to the combined effect 
of the motion of light and the motion of the observer S an aberrant organ 
or individual; sport 5 [L tbemtus, pp of Mbemn] - aberratloBal adj 
mb&t/ 9 >btt/ vr-tt-togiveactiveencouragementor approval to 
^ ted In the crime by hts wifey [M£ Mbetten, fr MP aberer, fr OF. fr a- 
(fr L ad’) f beter to bait, of Gmc origin; akin to OE buetan to bait] - 
abctBMnt fl, abettor, abetter n 

abtyanca /abayans/ n temporary inactivity; suspension <a nde in ^ 
since l93Sy [MF abeance expecution, fr abaer to desire, fr a- + baer to 
yawn, fr ML batan] 

abhor / 9 b'(h)aw/ vt -rr- to regard with extreme repugnance; loathe [ME 
abborren, fr L abhorrere, fr ab- + borren to shudder - more at horror] 

> abborrer n 

abhorrant /9b'(h)or»nt, ab'(h)awr9nt/ adj 1 opposed, contrary to 2 
causing horror; repugnant (acts ^ to every right-minded persony [L 
abborrent’, abborrens, prp of abborrere] - abhorrence ii. abhorrently 
adv 

abldanca /a'bied(a)na/ n compliance (^ by the rulesy [abide + 
-ance] 

abide /a'bied/ vb abode /a'bohd/, abided vt to bear patiently, tolerate - 
used negatively (can't ^ such bigotsy ^ vi 1 to remain suble or fixed 
in a state 2 archaic to dwell [ME abiden, fr OE abidan, fr a-, perfective 
prefix + bidan to bide] - abi^ n - abide by to remain true to; comply 
with <abide by the nJesy <abidc by one's wordy 
abiding /aliieding/ adj enduring (an ^ interest in naturey - abidingly 
adv 

ability /a'bibti/ n la being able; esp physical, mental, or legal power to 
perform (doubted her ^ to walk so fary b natural or acquired compet- 
ence in doing; skill <a man of great ^ > 2 a natural talent; aptitude - usu 
pi [ME abib'te, fr MF babUiti, fr L babditat-, habilitas, fr babiiis apt, 
skilful - more at able] 

-ability also -tbUity /-a'bibti/ suffix (vb, adj n) capacity, suitability, 
or ten^cy to (so act or be acted on) </eadability> <exc/fability> [ME 
•abilite, -ibilite, fr MF -abilite, -ibilite, fr L -abilitas, -ibilitas, fr -abibs, 
•ibilis, -able -t- -tas -ty] 

ab initio /ab I'nishioh/ adv from the begmning [L] 
abioganaaia /,ay,bie*oh'jen3sis/ n the supposed sjiontaneous origination 
of living organisms directly from lifeless matter [NL, fr ’«- + bio- + L 
genesis] - ablogenetlc /-p'netik/, abiogeoetical adj, ablogenedcnlly adv, 
nbiofeBist /^ybie'opnist/ n 

abiotic /jiybie'otik/ adj not involving or produced by living organisms 
[b- + biotic] - abiodcally adv 

abjaot /'abj^t/ adj 1 showing utter hopelessness; wretched, miserable 
(^ povertyy 2 despicable, degraded 3 very humble, esp to the point of 
servility (an ^ apologyy [ME, fr L abjectus, fr pp of abicere to cast off, 
fr ah- t Jacere to throw > more at ^jet] - abj^on /ab'jeksh(a)n/ n, 
abjectly Abjektli/ adv, abjectneas n 

abjura /ab'jooo/ vt to renounce on oath or reject formally (c g a claim, 
opinion, or allegiance) [ME abjuren, fr MF or L; MF abjurer, fr L 
abjurare, fr ah- jurare to swear - more at jury] - ahjorer n, abjuratloa 
/,abp'raysh(a)n/ n 

ablata /a'blayt/ vh to remove or be removed by cutting, erosion, melting, 
evaporation, or vaporization [L ablatus (suppletive pp of aufbtre to 
remove, fr au- away + fern to carry), fr ah- 4 latus, suppletive pp of ferre 
- more at ukase, ^bear, tolerate] - ablative /a'blaytiv/ adj, ablation 
/a1>bysh(a>n/ o. ablator n 

ablattva /abbtiv/ n (a form in) a grammatical case expressing typically 
separation, source, cause, or instrument [adj ME, fr MF or L; MF aUatif, 
fr L ablativus, fr ablatus-, n fr adj] - ablative adj 
.ablative 'absolute n a construction in Latin in which a noun or 
pronoun and its adjunct, both in the abbtive case, together form an 
adverbial phrase 

ablaut /'aplowt, 'ab-/ n a systematic variation of voweb in the same root, 
esp in the Indo-European languages, usu accompanied by differences in 
use or meaning (e g in sing, sang, sung, song) [G. fr ab away from + taut 
sound] 

ablaie /a'blayz/ adj or adv 1 on fire 2 radiant with light or bright 
colour 

able /'aybl/ adj 1 having sufficient power, skill, resources, or qualifica- 
tioBS to (with- moK money / was better to belpy 2 marked by 
intelligence, knowledge» akilt, or competence (the ^ st lawyer in Londony 


[ME, fr MF, fr L babilis apt, fr habere to have - more at give] > ably 
Aybli/ adv 

-able also -ibie /-obi/ sufUx 1 (vh -» adj) fit for. able to, liable to, or 
worthy to (so act or be acted on) <hresaii:able> </ie//able> <geJ-ar-able> 2 
(ji adj) marked by, providmg, or possessing (a specified quality or 
attribute) (knowledgeahiey (amifortablty [ME, fr OF. fr L -abibs, -ibUis, 
fr -a-, -J-, verb stem vowels + -bibs capable or worthy of] > -ably suffix 
(vb, n -* adv) 

,able-'bodied adj physically strong and healthy; fit 
.able 'seaman, jibl^bodied 'seaman n rank 
ablution /a'blooh8b(a)n/ n the washing of (a part oO one’s body, esp in 
a ntual punfrcation [ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr L ablution-, ablutio, fr 
ablutus, pp of abluere to wash away, fr ah- 4 lavere to wash - more at 
lye] - abintlonary /-(9)n/ adj 
ABM n ANTIBALLISTIC MISSILE 

Abnaki /ab'nahki/ n, pi Abnakis, esp collectively Abnaki a member, or 
the Algonquin language, of an American Indian people of Maine and S 
(^ebec 

abnegation /,abni'gaysh(3)n/ n renunciation, self-denial [LL ahoega- 
tion-, abnegatio, fr L abnegatus, pp of abnegare to refute, fr ab- + negare 
to deny - more at negate] 

abnormal /^ib'nawmal, ab-/ adj deviating from the normal or average; 
esp markedly and disturbingly irregular bebavioury [alter, of earlier 
anormal, fr F. fr ML anonnalis, fr L a- 4 LL normahs normal] - 
abnormally adv, abnormality /Abnaw'malati/ n 
ab.normal psychology n the psychology of mental disorder 
abo /'aboh/ n, pi abos offen cap. Austr an Australian abongine - chiefly 
derog [by shortening] - abo adj 

aboard /a'bawd/ adv or prep 1 on, onto, or within (a ship, aircraft, train, 
or road vehicle) (climb ^ ) (they were ^ a plane bound for Romey 2 
alongside [ME abord, fr 'a- 4 bord board - more at board] 
abode /alMhd/ n a home, residence - fml [ME abod, fr abiden to 
abide] 

abolish /d'bolish/ vt to do away with (e g a law or custom) wholly; annul 
[ME abolissben, fr MF aboliss-, stem of abolir, fr L abolere, prob 
' back-formation fr abolescere to disappear, fr ah- t -olescere (as in 
adolescere to grow up) - more at adult] - nboilsluible adj, aboUaber n, 
aboUahment n, abolition /Aba'ltsh(3)n/ n, abolitionary adj 
abolitionism /,ab9'lishaniz(a)m/ n pnnciples or measures fostenng 
abolition (e g of slavery in the USA) - abolitionist n or adj 
abomasum /Aba'mays(3)m/ n, pi abomasa /-sa/ the fourth or true 
digestive stomach of a ruminant mammal [NL, fr L ah- 4 omasum tnpe 
of a bullock] - abomasal adj 
'A-,bomb /ay/ n atom bomb 

abominable /a'bominabi/ adj 1 worthy of or causing disgust or hatred, 
detestable 2 very disagreeable or unpleasant - esp in colloquial exagger- 
ation weatbery [ME, fr MF, fr L abominabibs, fr abominari, lit , to 
deprecate as an ill-omen, fr ah- 4 omm-, omen omen] - abominably 
adv 

a.bomlnable 'snowman a, often cap AAS a large manlike animal 
reported as existing high in the Himalayas 
abominate /a’bominayt/ vt to hate or loathe intensely and unremit- 
tingly; abhor [L abominatus, pp of ahominan] - abomlnator n 
abomination /a,bomrnaysh(a)n/ n 1 sthg abominable; esp a dctesuble 
or shameful action 2 extreme disgust and hatred; loathing [ME abom- 
inacioun, fr MF abomination, fr LL abombiation-, abominatio, fr L 
abominatus] 

'aboriginal /abo'njin(a)l/ adj 1 indigenous I of esp Austrahan aborigi- 
nes - aboriginally adv 
. ^aboriginal n an (Australian) abongme 
aborigine /^bo'rijinee/ n 1 an indigenous isliabitant, esp as contrasted 
with an invading or colonizing people; speciCoften cap a member of the 
indigenous people of Australia 2 pi the onginsl fauna and flora of an area 
[L aborigines, pi, prob fr ah origine from thg beginning] 

'abort /a'bawt/ vi 1 to expel a premature nonviable foetus 2 to fail to 
develop completely; shrink away w 1 to induce the abortion of (a 
foetus) 3s to end prematurely ('•' a projecty b to stop in the early stages 
<- a dibeasey [L ahortaiv, fr abortus, pp of aboriri to miscarry, fr ah- 
4 oriri to rise, be bom - more at rise] 

’abort n the premature termination of a mission or procedure involving 
a military aircraft or spacecraft 

abortifaciant /^.bawtifayshant/ n or adj (a drug or other agent) 
inducing abortion 

abortion /a'bawsh(a)n/ n 1 the spontaneous or induced expulsion of a 
foetus 2 a monstrosity (monstrously carved ^s > Country Ufey 3 (the 
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result of) an arresting of development of a part, process, etc - abortion* 
ist n 

abortive /a'bawiiv/ adj 1 fruitless, unsuccessful (an -- attempt^ 2 
imperfectly formed or developed - abortively adv, abortiveneaa n 
aboulia, abulia /ay'byoohli-a/ n pathological loss of willpower [NL, fr 
Gk houle will] 

abound /a'bownd/ vi ] to be present in large numbers or in great 
quantity (wild animals ~ > 2 to be amply supplied - + in (the old edition 
--ed in coloured pictures - TLSy 3 to ^ crowded or infested with (the 
attics with rats} [ME abounden, fr MF abonder, fr L abundare, fr ab- 

4 unda wave - more at wai hr] 

'about /a'bowt/ adv 1 round 2, 3c 2 in succession or rotation, alter- 
nately (turn and turn —>3 approximately (cost ^ £S} 4 almost 
starved} <~ as interesting as a wet Sunday} 5 in the vicinity (there was 
nobody ~> [ME, fr OE abutan. fr 'a- + butan outside - more at 
but] 

‘about prep I on every side of, surrounding (the wall ~ the pnson) 2a 
in the vicinity of b on or near the person of (have you a match ~ you"^ 
c in the make-up of (a mature wisdom him} d at the command of (has 
his wits him} 3a engaged in (knows what she's ^ > b on the verge 
of - T to (^ to join the army} 4a with regard to, concerning (a story 
~ rabbits} b intimately concerned with (politics is ^ capturing votes} 

5 over or in different parts of (walked — the streets} 6 chiefly NAm - 
used with the negative to express intention or determination (is not to 
quit> 

‘about adj I moving from place to place, specif out of bed 2 in existence, 
evidence, oc; circulation (skateboards weren't ^ long} 
a, bout-face Vi or n, chiefly NAm (to) about-turn [fr the military 
command about face, fr 'about f ^face] 

a,bout-'turn n 1 a 180* turn to the nght, esp as a dnll movement 2 
chiefly Br a reversal of direction, policy, or opinion <a massive on the 
SUKk Exchange - Daily Mirror} [fr the military command about turn] 
- about-turn vi 

'above /a'buv/ adv la in the sky overhead b in or to heaven 2a in or 
to a higher place b higher on the same or an earlier page c upstairs (the 
flat ^ 3 in or to a higher rank or number (30 and ^ > 4 upstage 5 

archaic besides, in addition [ME, fr OE abufan, fr a- bufan above, 
fr be- * ufan above, akin to OE ofer over] 

‘above prep I higher than the level of (rose ^ the clouds} (shout the 
noise} 2ovfr 3 (values safety ^ excitement} (nothing ^ £S} 3 beyond, 
transcending criticism} (the lecture was ^ me} 4a superior to (eg 
in rank) b loo proud or honourable to slixip to 5 upstream from - above 
oneself excessively self-satisfied 

‘above n. pi above la slhg (wriilcn) above (the ^ are the main facts} b 
a person whose name is wntten above 2a a higher authonty b heaven 
*above adj wntten higher on the same, or on a preceding, page 
a.bove 'all adv before every other consideration, especially 
a.bove'board /-'bawd/ adj free from all traces of deceit or dishonesty [fr 
the difficulty of cheating at cards when the hands are above the table] - 
above board adv 

a'bove,ground /-grownd/adj 1 located on or above the surface of the 
ground 2 not yet buned, alive - above ground /-,- '-/ adv 
a'bove.mentioned /-,mensh(3)nd/ adj aforementioned 
abracadabra /.abraka'dabm/ n a magical charm or incantation ~ used 
interjectionally as an accompaniment to conjunng tncks [LL] 
abrade /alrrayd/ vt to roughen, irntate, or wear away, esp by fnction [L 
abradere to scrape off, fr ab- f radere to scrape - more at rat] - 
abradable adj, abrader n 

abrasion /3'brayzh(9)n/ /i 1 a wearing, gnnding, or rubbing away by 
fnction 2 an abraded area of the skin or mucous membrane [ML 
abrasion-, abrasio, fr L abrasus, pp of abradere] 

'abrasive /a'braysiv, -ziv/ adj tending to abrade; causing imtation (an 
~ personality} - abrasively adv, abrasiveness n 
‘abrasive n a substance (e g emery) that may be used for gnnding away, 
smoothing, or polishing 

abreaction /,abri'aksh(d)n/ n the release of tension due to a repressed 
emotion by means of reliving the situation in which it orig occurred [part 
trans of G abreagierung, fr ab away from + reagierung reaction] - abreact 
/.abn'akt/ vt 

abreast /a'brest/ adv or adj 1 side by side and facing in the same 
direction (columns of men 5 ^} 2 up-to-date in attainment or informa- 
tion (keeps ^ of the latest trends} [ME abrest, fr 'a- f brest brea.st] 
abridge /i'hnj/ vt 1 to reduce in scope; curtail (attempts to the right 
of free speech} 2 to shorten by omission of words without sacnfice of 


sense, condense [ME abregen, fr MF abregier, fr LL abbreviare, fr L ad- 
4 brevis short - more at brici-] - abridger n 
a'bridgment, abridgement /-mant/ n a shortened form of a work 
retaining the sense and unity of the original [abridgf ^ -mfnt] 
abroad /a'brawd/ adv or adj 1 over a wide area; widely 2 away from 
one’s home; out of doors (few people ^ at this hour} 3 beyond the 
boundaries of one's country 4 in wide circulation, about / the idea has got 
^ } [ME abrood, fr 'a- ♦ brood broad] 
abrogate /'abragayt/ vt to abolish by authoritative action, annul, repeal 
[L abrogatus, pp of abrogare, fr ab- rogare to ask, propose a law - more 
at 'right] - abrogation /-‘gaysh(3)n/ n 
abrupt /a'brupt/ adj 1 ending as if sharply cut ofT, truncated < plant 
filaments} 2a occurring without warning, unexpected weather 
changes} b unceremoniously curt (an ^ manner} c marked by sudden 
changes in subject matter 3 rising or dropping sharply, steep [L abruptus, 
fr pp of abrumpere to break off, fr ab- * rumpere to break - more at 
berlavl] - abruptly adv, abruptness n 
abscess /'abses, -sis/ n a pocket of pus surrounded by inflamed tivsue 
[L abscessus, lit . act of going away, fr abscessus, pp of abscedere to go 
away, fr abs-, ab- + cedere to go - more at cldi] - abscessed adj 
abscise /ab'siez/ vb to separate by abscission [L abscisus, pp of 
abscidere, fr abs- ♦ caedere to cut - more at coNrisp] 
ab,scisic 'acid /ab'sisik, -'siz-/ n a plant hormone that typically pro- 
motes leaf abscission and dormancy [absc/sion (var of abscission) 
-jc] 

abscisin also abscissin /ab'sisin, ab'sisin/ n abscisic acid or a similar 
plant hormone tending to inhibit growth or promote leaf abscission 
[abscision, abscission « -i/i] 

abscissa /ab'sisa, ab-/ n, pi abscissas also abscissae /-si/ the coordinate 
of a point in a plane Cartesian coordinate system obtained by measuring 
parallel to the x-axis - compare ordinate [NL, fr L. fern of abscissus, 
pp of abscindere to cut off. fr ab- i- scindere to cut - more at 'shed] 
abscission /ab'sish(d)n, ab-/ n the natural separation of flowers, leaves, 
etc from plants [L abscission-, abscissio, fr abscissus] 
abscond /ab’skond/ vi to depart secretly, esp so as to evade retnbution 
<^ed with the funds} [L abscondere to hide away, fr abs- * condere to 
store up, conceal - more at condiment] - absconder n 
abseil /'apsiel/ vi to descend a venical surface by sliding down a rope 
secured from above and wound round the body [G abseilen, fr ab- down 
f sell rope] 

absence /'absans/ 17 1 the state of being absent 2 the penod of time that 
one IS absent 3 a lack (an ~ of detail} 

,absence of 'mind n inattention to present surroundings or occur- 
rences 

'absent /’absant/ adj 1 not present or attending; missing 2 not existing, 
lacking 3 preoccupied [ME, fr MF, fr L absent-, absens, prp of abesse 
to be absent, fr ab- + esse to be - more at is] absently adv 
‘absent /ab'scnl/ vt to take or keep (oncselO away - usu ♦ from < ^ ed 
himself from morning prayers} 

absentee /3bz(9)n'tee/ n one who is absent or who absents him-/hcrself 

- absentee adj 

absentee ballot n a ballot submitted (e g by post) before an election by 
a voter who is unable to attend 

,absen'tee,ism /-,i7(a)m/ n persistent and deliberate absence from work 
or duty 

,absent'minded /-'miendid/ adj lost in thought and unaware of one's 
surroundings or actions; forgetful, also given to absence of mind - 
abaentmindedly adv, abaentmindedneas n 
absinthe, abainth /'absinth {Fr absrt)/ n 1 wormwcxid I 2 a green 
liqueur flavoured with wormwood or a substitute, aniseed, and other 
aromatics [F absinthe, fr L absinthium, fr Gk apsinthion] 
absolute /absolooht, -bz-, -ps-/ adj la perfect Niss} b (relatively) 
pure or unmixed (^ alcohol} c outnght, unmitigated (an ^ he} 2 
completely free from constitutional or other restraint (an monarch} 
3 standing apart from a usual syntactic relation with other words or 
sentence elements 4 having no restriction, exception, or qualification 
ownership} 5 positive, unquestionable < proof} 6 being self-sufikient 
and free of external references or relationships (an ^ term in logic} 1 
relating to a temperature scale that has absolute zero as its lower reference 
point (10* } [ME absolut, fr L absolutus, fr pp of absolvere to set free, 
absolve] - abaolute n, abaolutenaas n 

.absolute 'discharge n a nominal penalty that consists of being set free 
and IS imposed by a court where punishment is inappropriate - compare 
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.abtolute hu'midity n the concentration of a vapour (in the atmos- 
phere) 

.absolutely /-U/ adv totally, completely - often used to express 
emphatic agreement 

.SbMluta 'magnituda n the intrinsic luminosity of a star or other 
celestial body when viewed from a distance of 10 parsecs 
.abaoluta majority a a number of votes greater than Vi the total cast, 
also the number by which this exceeds the total votes of other candi- 
dates 

.abaoluta 'pitch n l the pitch of a note determined by its rate of 
vibration 2 the ability to sing or name a note asked for or heard 
.abaoluta 'zaro a the lowest temperature theoretically possible at which 
there is a complete absence of beat and which is equivalent to about 
-273.16*C or O'K 

absolution /^bsa'loohsh(o)n, -bz-, -ps-/ n the act of absolving; speaf a 
declaration of forgiveness of sms pronounced by a pnest 
absolutism / 4 b 8 o'loohtiz(a)m, -bz-. -ps-, n (the theory favounng) 
government by an absolute ruler or authonty - abaoludat n or adj, 
■beoliitiitic /-tistik/ adj 

absolva /ab'zolv/ vr 1 to set free from an obligation or the consequences 
of guilt 2 to declare (a sin) of (a person) forgiven by absolution [ME 
absolven, fr L absolvere, fr ab- + solvere to loosen - more at solve] - 

abaoivcr a 

absorb /ab'zawb; also -bs-/ vt 1 to take in and make part of an existing 
whole; mcorporate 2a to suck up or take up (plant roots ^ water) b to 
assimilate; take in 3 to engage or occupy wholly <^ed in thought'^ 4 
to receive and transfonn (sound, radiant energy, etc) without reflecting 
or transmitting (the earth s the sun 's rays) (a sound-absorbing surfacey 
[MF absorber^ fr L abaorbere, fr ab- + sorbere to suck up; akin to Gk 
rhopbdn to suck up] - abaorbahle adj, absorber n. absorbability 
/•bo'bibti/ n 

ab'sorbad adj intensely engrossed or preoccupied 
absorbont also absorbaat /ab'zawb(a)nt; also -bs-/ n or adj (sthg) able 
to absorb a liquid, gas, etc [L absorbent-, absorbens, prp of absorbere] - 

absorbeney n 

absorbing /ab'zawbing; also -bs-/ adj engaging one's full attention; 
engrossing - absorbingly adv 

absorption /9b'zawpsh(9)n; also ab'sawpsh(3)n/ n 1 absorbing or being 
absorbed - compare adsorption 2 total involvement of the mind (^ tn 
bis work) [F & L; F, fr L absorption-, absorptio, fr absorptus, pp of 
absorbm] - absorptive adj 

abstain /ab'suyn/ w 1 to refrain deliberately, and often with an effort 
of self-denial, from (resolved to ~ from intoxicatmg bquofy 2 to refram 
from using one’s vote [ME abstetnen, fr MF abstenir, fr L abstinere, fr 
abs-, ab- + tenere to hold - more at thin] - abstainer n 
abstamious /ab'steemi-as/ adj spanng, esp in eating or dnnking; 
marked by abstinence [L abstemius, fr abs- + temetum mead, strong 
drink] - abstenionaly adv 

abstention /3b'8tenah(a)n/ n 1 abstaining - often from 2 an instance 
of withholding a vote [LL abstention-, abstentio, fr L abstentus, pp of 
abstinm] - abstentions /-shos/ adj 

abstinancs /abstinans/ also abstinency /-si/ n 1 voluntary forbear- 
ance, esp from indulgence of appetite or from eating some foods - often 
+ from 2 habitual abstaining from intoxicating beverages - esp in total 
abstinence [ME, fr OF, fr L abstinentia, fr abstinent-, abstinens, prp of 
ahsttnera] - abstinent arjj, abstinently adv 
'abstract /'abstrakt/ adj la detached from any specific instance omsbject 
entityj b difficult to understand; abstruse problemsy c ideal 
jusucey 2 of a noun naming a quality, state, or action rather than a thing; 
not concrete (the word poem is concrete, poetry is ->-) 3 theoretical 
rather than practical sdencey 4 having little or no element of pictorial 
representation [ML abstractus, fr L. pp of abstrabere to draw away, fr 
ate-, ab- ^ trabere to draw * more at draw] - abstractiy adv, abstract- 

’abstrsetfl la summary of points (eg of a piece of writing) 2 an abstract 
concept or state 3 an abstract composition or creation [ME, fr L 
abstractus] 

Abstract /ab'strakt/ vr 1 to remove, separate 2 to consider in the 
abstract 3 to make an abstract of; summarize 4 to draw away the 
attention of 5 to steal, purloin - euph - abstractor, abstracter n 
ab'straotad atH preoccupied, absentminded (the ^ look of a professory 
- abstractedly adv, abstractedacas n 

•abstract ax'prassionism n art in which the artist attempts to express 
his/her attita^ and emotions through nonrepresentational means > 
abstract SKprsadosiat n 


abstraction /ab'straksh(a)n/ n 1 an abstract idea or term stripped of 
its concrete manifestations 2 absentmindedness 3 'abstract 3 
['abstract ^ -ion] - abstractionism n, abstractionist n, abstractive 
adj 

abstruse /ab'stroohs/ adj difficult to understand; recondite [L 
abstrusus, fr pp of abstrudere to conceal, fr abs-, ab- + trudere to push 

- more at threat] - abstrusely adv, abstniseness n 

'absurd /ob'suhd, -bz-/ adj 1 ridiculously unreasonable or incongruous; 
silly 2 lacking order or value; meaningless [MF absurde, fr L absurdus, 
fr ab- f surdus deaf, stupid - more at surd] - absurdity n, absurdly adv, 
absnrdnesB n 

^absurd n the state or condition in which human beings exist in an 
irrational and meaningless universe, and in which their life has no 
meaning outside their own existence - absurdism n, absurdist n or adj 
abulia /ay'byoohlio/ n aboulia 

abundance /a'bund(a)ns/ n 1 an ample quantity, a profusion 2 afflu- 
ence, wealth 3 the relative degree of plentifulness of a living organism, 
substance, etc in an area 

abundant /9'bund(a)nt/ adj la marked by great plenty (e g of resources) 
(a fair and ~ landy b amply supplied with, abounding in 2 occurring 
in abundance rainfalty [ME, ft MF, fr L abundant-, abundans, prp 
of abundare to abound] - abundantly adv 
'abuse /a'byoohz/ vr 1 to attack in words; revile 2 to put to a wrong or 
improper use < '^ s privilegey 3 to use so as to injure or damage, maltreat 
a dogy [ME abusen, fr MF abuser, fr L a^sus, pp of abuti, fr ab- 
+ uti to use] - abuser n 

*abuse /a'byoohs/ n 1 a corrupt practice or custom 2 improper use or 
treatment; misuse (drug ^ ) 3 vehemently expressed condemnation or 
disapproval (greeted them with a torrent of — ) 4 physical maltreatment 

- abusive adj, abusively adv, abusiveness n 

abut /aW/ vb -tt- vi I of an area to touch along a boundary, border - 
^ on or upon (land ^ s on the roady 2 of a structure a to terminate at 
a point of contact; be adjacent - + on or against (the town hall ^ s on 
the churchy b to lean for support - + on or upon (the neighbours' shed 
on our walfy ^ vt to border on, touch [ME abutten, partly ft OF 
. abater to border on, fr a- (fr L ad-) t bout blow, end. fr boter to stnke. 
partly ft OF abuter to come to an end, fr a- but end, aim - more at 
‘butt, 'butt] - abutter n 

abutment /a'butmant/ n 1 the place at which abutting occurs 2 the part 
of a structure that directly receives thrust or pressure (e g of an arch) 
abysmal /a'bizmai/ adj 1 deplorably great ('^ ignorancey 2 immeasur- 
ably bad (standard of writing was ^ - Punchy [abysm (abyss), ft ME 
abtme, fr OF abisme, modif of LL sh/uus] - abysmally adv 
abyss /a'bis/ n 1 the infernal regions or chaos of the old cosmogonies, 
thought of as a bottomless pit 2a an immeasurably deep gulf b moral or 
emotional depths (an ~ of hopelessnessy [ME abissus, ft LL abyssus, fr 
Gk abysses, ft abysses bottomless, ft a- + byssos depth; akin to Gk bathys 
deep - more at bathy-] 

abyssal /a'bis(a)l/ adj of the bottom waters of the ocean 
'-ac /-ak, -ak/ sufRx ( -* n) one affected with (maniac) (haemophiliacy 
[NL -acus of or relating to. fr Gk -akos] 

*-ac suffix ( adj) of or relating to (cardiacy (i/iac) 
acacia /a'kaysh(y)a/ n 1 any of a genus of woody leguminous plants of 
warm regions with white or yellow flowers 2 gum arabic [NL, genus 
name, fr L, acacia tree, fr Gk akakia, a tree] 
acadsms /'akadeem/ n, chiefly NAm a college; also the university 
community [irreg fr NL academia, fr L, academy] 

'acadsmic /.aka'demik/ also academical /-lil/ adj la of an institution of 
higher learning b scholarly c very learned blit inexperienced in practical 
matters <« thinkersy 2 conventional, fSrmal (an ~ paintingy 3 
theoretic^ with no practical or useful beariitg (an ^ question) 4 chiefly 
NAm of liberal rather than technical or voca^onal studies - academically 
adv, acadeatidze /-misiez/ vt 

’acadsmic n a member (of the teaching staff) of an institution of higher 
learning 

acadSmicals /j g^ 'demiklz/ n pi the cap and gown worn as formal 
acadentic drem garment 

.aca.daiviic fraadom n freedom to teach or learn without interfer- 
ence 

acadamidan /a,kada'mish(a)n/ n a member of an academy for the 
advancement of science, art, or literature 

acadamicism /.aka'demisiz(a)m/ n purely speculative thought and 
attitudes 

acadamy /a'kadami/ n I cap a the school for advanced education 
founded by Plato b the philosophical doctrines associated with Plato's 
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Academy 2a a secondary school; esp a private high school - now only 
in names b a college in which special subjects or skills are taught (an ^ 
ofmustcy 3 a society of learned people organized to promote the arts or 
sciences [L academia, fr Gk Akademeia, fr Akademeia, gymnasium 
where Plato taught, fr Akad^os Attic mythological hero; (2) and (3) 
largely fr F academic university, fr NL academia] 

Acadian /a'kaydion/ n a native or mhabitant of Nova Scotia [Acadia, 
old name for F colony in N Amenca, fr F Acadie] * Acadian adj 
acanthus /a'kanthas/ n, pi acanthuses also acanthi A.thie/ 1 any of a 
genus of usu large pnckly plants, esp of the Mediterranean region 2 an 
ornamental device reprgenting the leaves of the acanthus (eg on a 
Connthian column) architecture [NL, genus name, fr Gk 
akanthos, a hellebore, fr akantha thorn] 

a cappella also a capella /,ah ka'peb/ adv or adj without instrumenui 
accompaniment [It a cappella in chapiel style] 
acariasis /.aka'rie asis/ n infestation with or disease caused by mites 
acarid /akand/ n a typical mite or other related arachnid [NL Acanda, 
fr Acarus, genus name, fr Gk akan, a mite] > acarid adj 
acatalactic /a.kata'iektik/ adj having the full number of syllables 
verse) [LL acatalecticus, fr acatalectus, fr Gk akataldctos, fr a- + 
katalegein to leave off - more at catalectic] - acatnlectlc n 
accede /ak'seed/ vi 1 to become a party (e g to a treaty) 2 to express 
approval or give consent, often in response to urging 3 to enter on an 
office or position; esp to become monarch to the throne^ USE usu 
4 to [ME acceden to approach, fr L accedere to go to, be added, fr ad* 
+ cedere to go - more at cede] 

accelerando /3k.seb'randoh/ n, adv, or adj (a musical passage that 
gets) gradually taster [It, lit . accelerating, fr L accelerandum, gerund of 
accelerare] 

accelerate /ak'sebrayt/ vt 1 to bring about at an earlier time 2 to 
increase the speed of 3 to hasten the progress, development, or growth 
of VI 1 to move faster, gam speed 2 to increase more rapidly (believed 
inflation was accelerating) [L acceleratus, pp of accelerare, fr ad- + celer 
swift] - accelerative /-rativ/ adj 

acceleration /dk.seb'raysh(3)n/ n (the rate oO change, specif increase, 
of velocity (this car has good ^ ) [accelerate + -ion] 
accelerator /ak'sebrayta/ n 1 a pedal in a motor vehicle that controls 
the speed of the motor 2 a substance that speeds up a chemical reaction 
3 an apparatus for giving high velocities to charged particles (e g elec- 
trons) [accelerate ♦ '-or] 

accelerometer /9k.seb'romita/ n an instrument for measuring acceler- 
ation or vibrations [ISV acce/eration + -o- + -meter] 

'accent /aksant/ n 1 a distinctive manner of expression; specif a 
distinctive pattern in inflection, tone, or choice of words, esp as character- 
istic of a regional or national area 2a prominence given to 1 syllable over 
others by stress or a change in pitch h greater stress given to 1 musical 
note c rhythmically significant stress on the syllables of a verse 3a accent, 
accent mark a mark added to a letter (e g in i, h, <;) to indicate how it 
should be pronounced - compare diacritic b a symbol used to indicate 
musical stress music 4 a sharply contrasting detail 5 special 
concern or attention, emphasis (an on youths [MF, fr L accentus, fr 
ad- + cantus song, fr cantus, pp of canere to sing - more at chant] - 
acccntleas adj 

‘accent /ak'sent/ vt la to pronounce (a vowel, syllable, or word) with 
accent; stress b to mark with a wntten or printed accent 2 to make more 
prominent; emphasize 

accentor /ak'sentaw, -ta/ n any of a genus of rather drab birds (e g the 
dunnock) resembling sparrows [NL, fr ML, one who sings with another, 
fr L ad- + cantor singer] 

accentual /ak'sentyoo-al, -choo-al/ adj of or characterized by accent. 
specif, of metre m poetry based on the stress patterns of sylbbles rather 
than their length - compare quantitative 3 [L accenfus] - accentually 
adv 

accentuate /ak*sentyoo-ayt, -choo-ayt/ vt to accent, emphasize [ML 
accentuatus, pp of accentuare, fr L accenrus] - accentuation 
/-'aysh(3)n/ n 

accept /ak'sept/ vt la to agree to receive a giffj a suitor}; also 
to agree to an invitation} b to be able or designed to take or hold (sthg 
applied or inserted) (machine ^s only pennies} 2 to give admittance or 
approval to her as one of the group} 3n to endure without protest; 
accommodate oneself to poor living conditions} b to regard as 
proper, normal, or inevitable c to recognize as true, factual, or adequate 
(reused to ~ my explanation} 4 to underuke the responsibility of 
a Job} vi to receive favourably sthg offered [ME accepten, fr MF 


accepter, fr L acceptare, fr acceptus, pp of accipere to receive, fr ad- 4 
capere to take - more at heave] 

acceptable /ak'sepbbl/ adj 1 capable or worthy of being accepted; 
satisfactory 2 welcome or pleasing to the receiver (crnnphments are 
always ~ ) 3 tolerable - aceeptableneaa n, acceptably adv, acceptability 
/-ta'bibti/ n 

acceptance /ak'sept(3)ns/ n 1 accepting, approval 2 acceptability 3 
agreement to the act or offer of another so that the parties become legally 
bound 

acceptation /,aksep'taysh(9)n/ n a generally accept^ meaning of a 
word or concept 

ac'captad adj generally approved or used, customary - acceptedly 
adv 

acceptor /ak'septaw, -ta/ n 1 a compound, atom, elementary particle, 
or radical capable of combining with another - compare donor 3a 2 a 
horse that has been entered for a race [accept 4 >-or] 

'accaaa /'akses, -sas/ n 1 a fit of intense feeling; an outburst (an of 
rage} 2a freedom to approach, reach, or make use of sthg (^ to classified 
information} b a means (e g a doorway or channel) of access c the sute 
of being readily reached or obtained (the building is not easy of -»} [ME, 
fr MF A L; MF acces amval, fr L accesses approach, fr acceasus, pp of 
accedere to approach - more at accede] 

'access vt to get at, gam access to (accumulator and index registers can 
be '^ed by the programmer - Datamation} 
accessary /3k'ses(3)n/ n or adj (one) involved in or pnvy to a enme, 
but not present when it is committed 

accessible /ak'sesabl/ 1 capable of being reached <<-’ by rail} 2 of 
a form that can be readily grasps intellectually 3 able to be influenced 
(^ to persuasion} - acceaaibly adv, acccaaibiUty /-sd'bildti/ n 
'accession /ak'sesh(3)n/ n 1 sthg added; an acquisiuon, specif a book 
added to a library 2 becoming joined 3 the act by which a nation becomes 
party to an agreement already in force 4a an increase due to sthg added 
b acquisition of property by addition to existing property 5 the act of 
entenng on a hi^ office (his to the Papacy} 6 assent, agreement - 
fml - acceaaiond adj 

'accession vt to record (e g books) in order of acquisition 
'accessory /ak'sesan/ n an inessential object or device that adds to the 
beauty, convemence, or effectiveness of sthg else (car acces- 
sones) (clothing accessones) 

'accessory adj aiding or contnbuting in a secondary way; supplemen- 
tary, subordinate 

accessory after the fact n one who knowingly aids or shelters an 
offender > no longer used technically 

accessory before the fact n one who contnbutes to a enme but is 
not present when it is committed - no longer used technically 
'access .time n the time lag between the request and delivery of stored 
information (e g in a computer) 

acciaccatura /3,chak3'too9r9/ n a discordant note sounded with or 
before a pnncipal note or chord and immediately released music 
[I t, lit , crushing, fr acaaccare to crush] 

accidence /'aksid(a)ns/ n the part of grammar that deals with inflec- 
tions [L accidentia inflections of words, nonessential qualities, pi of 
accident-, accidens, n] 

accident /’aksid(9)nt/ n la an event occumng by chance or ansmg from 
unknown causes b lack of intention or necessity; chance (met by ^ rather 
than by design} 2 an unexpected happening causing loss or injury 3 a 
nonessential property or condition of sthg 4 an irregularity of a surface 
(eg of the moon) [ME. fr MF, fr L accident-, accidens nonessential 
quality, chance, fr prp of acetdere to happen, fr ad- 4 cadere to fall - more 
at chance] 

'accidental /.aksi'dentl/ adj 1 arising incidentally; nonessential 2a 
occurring unexpectedly or by chance b happening without intent or 
through carelessness and often with unfortunate results - acddeatally 
adv, accidentalneas n 

'accidental n 1 accident 3 2 (a sign indicaung) a note altered to sha^ 
flat, or natural and foreign to a key indicated by a key signature 

MUSIC 

'accident-, prone adj having personality traits that predispose to acci- 
dents 

accipiter /ak'sipiu/ n any of a genus of medium-sized short-winged 
long-legged hawks (e g the sparrow hawk) with low darting flight [NL. 
genus name, fr L, hawk] - accipitrinc /-treen/ adj or n 
'acclaim /a'klayin/ vt 1 to applaud, praise 2 to hail or proclaim by 
acclamation <^ed her Queen} [L aedamare, lit., to shout at, fr ad- 4 
clamare to shout > more at claim] - aedaimer n 
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‘acclaim o acclamation 1 

acclamation /jJd9'niaysh(3)n/ Ala loud expression of praise, good- 
will, or aaient 2 an overwhelming affirmative vote by cheen or applause 
rather than by ballot ^motion wms earned 6/ «> [L MOclMmathn-, 
Moal$matio» ft- MocUuMtus, pp of MceJMnure] 

aeelimata /aklimayt, 9'khem»t/ vb, NAm to acclimatize [F Mcclimater, 
fir 1 - (fr L ad-) + cUmMt climate] - accUmatlon /,akli'maysh(9)n/ a 
acclimat'iaa, -iae /a'kliema.ti^ v6 to adapt to a new climate or 
situation - acHlmatiief a, acclimatizattoa /-Ue'zaysh(a)n/ a 
acclivity /aldivati/ n an ascending slope [L acclivitas, fr accUvis 
ascending, fr ad- clivus slope - more at declivity] 
accolada /'akalayd/ a 1 a ceremony marking the conferral of knight- 
hood, in which each of the candidate's shoulders is touched with a sword 
2a a mark of acknowledgment or honour; an award b an expression of 
strong praise [F, fr accohr to embrace, fr (assumed) VL accoUare, fr L 
ad- + coUum neck > more at collar] 

accommodate /sicomadayt/ vr 1 to make fit, suitable, or congruous 
to 2 to bring into agreement or concord; reconcile 3a to give help to; 
oblige with b to provide with lodgings; house 4 to have or make adequate 
room for 5 to give consideration to; allow for [L accommodatust pp of 
accoauBodarCt fr ad- + commodare to make fit, fr commodus suitable - 
more at commode] - accommodadvc /-dativ, -.daytiv/ adj, acconunodat- 
IffMM /-daytivnis, -dativnis/ a 

accommodating /alcomadayting/ adj helpful, obliging - accon- 
awdaringly adv 

accommodation /a,koma'daysh(a)n/ n la lodging, housing - usu pi 
with sing, meaning in NAm b space, premises <office > 2asthgneed^ 
or desired for convenience; a facility b an adaptation, adjustment c a 
settlement, agreement d a bank loan e the (range of) automatic adjust- 
ment of the eye, esp by changes in the amount by which the lens bends 
light, for seeing at different distances [accommodate + -ion] - accom- 

ae.commo‘dation ad,draaa n an address to which letters may be sent 
t( sby who does not have or wish to give a permanent address 
CCiCOmmo'dation .ladder a a ladder hung over the side of a ship for 
ascending from or descending to small boats 
accomcanimant /s'kump(a)nimant/ a 1 a subordinate instrumental 
or vocal part supporting or complementing a principal voice or instru- 
ment 2 an addition intended to give completeness; a complement 
accompany /a'kump(a)m/ vr 1 to go with v an escort or companfon 
2 to perform an accompaniment to or for 3a to make an addition to; 
supplement with h of a thing to happen, exist, or be found with <r/ie 
phtuna that the text} '^vi to p^orm an accompaniment [ME 
acoompaaien, fr MF acompaignier, fr a- (fr L ad-) ^ compaing compan- 
ion, fr LL oompanio] ~ accompanist a 

accomplica /alcumplis, -'kom-/ a sby who collaborates with another, 
esp in wrongdoing [alter, (by incorrect division of a complice) of arch 
complice (associate), fr ME, fr MF, fr LL complic-, complex, fr L com- 
+ pheare to fold - more at ely] 

accomplish /altumplish, -Itom-/ vr 1 to bring to a successful conclu- 
sion; achieve 2 to complete, cover (a measure of time or distance) [ME 
acoompUaahen, fr MF acomplisa-, stem of acomplir, fr (assumed) VL 
accomplere, fr L ad- + complere to fill up - more at complete] - 

•ecampliahable adj, accompHthw n 

ac'compllahad adj 1 ftilly effected; completed <ao ~ fact} 2a skilled, 
proficient <an dancer} b having many social accomplishments 
ac'compliahmant /-mmt/ a 1 completion, fulfilment 2 aa achieve- 
ment 3 an acquired ability or esp social skill [accomplish -t- -ment] 
'accord /aliawd/ vr 1 to grant, concede <^ed them permission} 2 to 
give, award ed her a warm welcome} ^ vr to be consistent with [ME 

acoorden to reconcile, agree, fr OF acorder, fr (assumed) VL accordan, 
fr L ad- 4 cord-, cor heart - more at heart] 

^accord n la accordance 1 b a formal treaty of agreement 2 balanced 
interrelationship (e g of colours or sounds); harmony [ME, fr OF acort, 
ft acofder] - of oat's own aecord of one's own volition; unbidden - with 
OM accord with the consent or agreement of all 
accordance /3'kawd(o)n8/ n 1 agreement, conformity <in with a 
ruh} 2 the act of granting 

accordant /a'kawd(9)nt/ adj consonant with - accordantly adv 
ac'cording aa /ykawding/ copj 1 in accordance with the way in which 
2 depending on how or whether 

accordingly /olcawdingli/ adv 1 u suggested; appropriately 2 conse- 
quently, so 

ac^COrdlng to prep 1 m conformity with 2 as declared by 3 depend- 
ingoo 


accordion /o'kawdi-sn/ n a portable keyboard wind instrument in which 
the wind is forced past free reeds by means of a hand-operated bellows 
[G akkordion, fr akkord chord, fr F accord, fr OF acort] - aecordloa- 

ist A 

accost /alcost/ vr 1 to approach and speak to, esp boldly or challeng- 
ingly 2 of a prostitute to solicit [MF accoster, denv of L ad- -f- costa nb, 
Side - more at coast] 

accouchaur /a.kooh'shuh (Fr aku/oeir)/, fern accoucheuse /-'shuhz (Fr 
akujoexz)/ a sby who assists at a birth [F, fr accoucher to deliver a 
child] 

'account /a'kownt/ Ala record of debits and credits relating to a 
particular item, person, or concern 2 a list of items of expenditure to be 
balanced against income - usu pi (doing her monthly s> 3a a penod- 
ically rendered calculation listing purchases and credits <a grocery ^ > b 
business, patronage (glad to get that customer's ^} 4 a business 
arrangement whereby money is deposited in, and may be withdrawn from, 
a bank, building society, etc 5 a commission to carry out a particular 
business operation (e g an advertising campaign) given by one company 
to another 6 value, importance (a man of no —} 7 profit, advantage 
(turned his wit to good > 8 careful thought; consideration (left nothing 
out of --’} 9a a statement explaining one’s conduct (render an — > b a 
statement of facts or events; a relation (a newspaper > 10 hearsay, 
report - usu pi (by all <«s a nch man} 11 a version, rendering (the 
puuiist's sensitive - of it} - on account of due to, because of - on no 
acconnt or not on any account under no circumstances - on one's own 
account 1 on one’s own behalf 2 at one’s own nsk - on somebody's 
acconnt for sby’s sake 

‘account vt to think of as; consider < s himself lucky} [ME accounten, 
fr MF acompter, fr a- (fr L ad-) + compter to count] - account for 1 to 
give an explanation or reason for 2 to be the sole or primary explanation 
for 3 to bring about the defeat, death, or destruction of <accountcd for 
3 of the attackers} 

accountable /a'kowntabl/ adj 1 responsible, answerable 2 explicable 
> accountableness n, accountably adv, accountability /-tabibti/ n 
accountancy /»'kownt(3)nsi/ n the profession or practice of account- 
ing 

accountant /9kownt(9)nt/ a one who practises and is usu qualified in 
accounting 

accounting /a'kowntmg/ n the recording, analysis, and venfication of 
business and financial transactions 

accoutramant /a'koohtromont/, NAm also accouterment 
/a'koohtomant/ a equipment, trappmgs; specif a soldier’s outfit excluding 
clothes and weapons - usu pi [MF. fr accoutrer to equip, fr a- + costure 
seam, fr (assumed) VL consutura, fr L consutus, pp of consuere to sew 
together, fr com- + suere to sew - more at sew] 
accredit /a'kredit/ vr la to give offiaal authonzauon to or approval of 
b to send (esp an envoy) with credentials c to recognize or vouch for as 
conforming to a standard 2 to credit with, attnbute to [F acerSditer, fr 
ad- + credit credit] > accreditable adj, accreditation /-drtaysh(3)n/ a 
accrata /a'kreet/ vb to (cause to) grow together or become attached by 
accretion [back-formation fr accretion] 
accretion /a'kreesh(a)n/ a la an increase in size caused by natural 
growth or the external adhesion or addition of matter b sthg added or 
stuck extraneously 2a an increase in area of land owned, caused esp by 
the action of natural forces b an increase in an inheritor’s share of an 
estate caused by a co-mheritor not claiming his/her share 3 the growth 

- of separate particles or parts (e g of a, plant) into one; concretion [L 
accretion-, accretio, fr accretus, pp of aai^rescere to increase] - accretion- 
ary adj, accretive /alcreetiv/ a^ 

accrue /a'krooh/ vi 1 to come as an iperease or addition to sthg; arise 
as a growth or result 2 to be periodica^ accumulated (interest has —d 
over the year} vt to collect, accums^te [ME acreuai, prob fr MF 
acreue increase, fr acreistre to increase, Ir L accrescere, fr ad- -v crescere 
to grow - more at crescent] - accru^e adj, accmenicnt a 
acculturation /o,kiilchd'raysh(a)n/ a the assimilation and adoption of 
the values of a dilTerent culture [ad- -i- culture + -arioA] - accnltn- 
rate vt 

accumulate /alcyoohmyoojayt/ vt to collect together gradually; amass 
^ vi to increase in quantity or number [L accumuJatus, pp of accumulare, 
fr ad- ^ oumulare to heap up - more at cumulate] 
accumulation /aJcyoohmyoo'laysh(3)n/ a 1 increase or growth caused 
by esp repeated or continuous addition; specif increase in capital from 
interest payments 2 sthg that has accumulated [accumulate -ion] 
acoumulativa /alcyoohmyoobtiv/ atjj 1 cumulative 2 tending or given 
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to accumulation, esp of money - accumulatively adv, accumulative- 
nesi n 

accumulator /a'kyoohmyoo,layt3/ n 1 a part (c g in a computer) where 
numbers are added or stored 2 Bra rechargeable secondary electric cell, 
aJso a connected set of these 3 Br a bet whereby the winnings from one 
of a senes of events are staked on the next event [AccuMULATb 
+ '-or] 

accurate /'akyoorat/ adj 1 free from error, esp as the result of care <a/} 
-- estimate^ 2 conforming precisely to truth or a measurable standard, 
exact instruments) [L accuratus, fr pp of accurate to take care of, 
fr ad- ^ cura care - more at cuRt] - accurately adv, accurateness n. 
accuracy /-rasi/ n 

accursed /a'kuhst, a'kuhsid/, accurst /a'kuhst/ adj 1 under a curse, 
ill-fated 2 damnable, detestable [ME acursed, fr pp of acumen to consign 
to destruction with a curse, fr a- (fr OE a, perfective prefix) + cursen to 
curse] - accursedly /-sidli/ adv, accursedness /-sidnis/ n 
accusation /,akyoo'zaysh(3)n/ n a charge of wrongdoing; an allegation 
[accuse ^ -ation] 

'accusative /a'kyoohzativ/ adj of or being the grammatical accusative 
[ME, fr MF or L; MF accusatif, fr L accusativus, fr accusatus, pp of 
accusare] 

’accusative n (a form (c g me) in) a grammatical case expressing the 
direct object of a verb or of some prepositions 

accusatorial /a, kyoohza'tawn al/a<^ 1 accusatory 2 ofor involving (a) 
prosecution before a judge who is not himself the prosecutor - compare 
INQUISITORIAL 

accusatory /3‘kyoohzdt(a)n/ adj containing or expressing (an) accusa- 
tion 

accuse /altyoohz/ vt to charge with a fault or cnmc, blame <'^d him 
of murder) [ME accusen, fr OF acuser, fr L accusare to call to account, 
fr ad- + causa lawsuit, cause] - accuser n, accusingly adv 
ac'cused n, pi accused the defendant in a criminal case 
accustom /3'ku8t(a)m/ vt to make used to through use or experience, 
habituate (ME accustomen, fr MF acostumer, fr a- (fr L ad-) + costume 
custom] - accustomation /-‘aysh(a)n/ n 

ac'customed adj 1 customary, habitual 2 in the habit of. used to 
to making decisions) ~ accustomedness n 

AC/DC /,- ‘-/ adj BISEXUAL lb - infml [alternating current, direct 
current] 

'ace /ays/ n 1 a die face, playing card, or domino marked with 1 spot or 
pip; also the single spot or pip on any of these 2 (a point scored by) a shot, 
esp a service in tennis, that an opponent fails to touch 3 a combat pilot 
who has brought down at least S enemy aircraft 4 an expert or leading 
performer in a specified field <a soccer ) [ME as, fr OF, fr L, unit, a 
copper coin] - ace in the hole an efTective argument or resource held in 
reserve - within an ace of on the point of; very near to <ca/ne within an 
ace of winning) 

'acc vt to score an ace against (an opponent) 

*ace adj great, excellent - infml (their new album's really 
-aceae suffix (-up/) members of the plant family of (Rosaceae) [NL, 
fr L, fern pi of -aceus -aceous] 

-acaoua /-'aysi as, -'aysh(y)9s/ suffix ( • adj) la having the character- 
istics of (herbaceous) (tuffaceous) b consisting of (car- 
bonaceous) <5efaceous>, containing (fannaceous) (argillaceous) 2a of a 
group of animals charactenzed by (a specified form or feature) (ceta- 
ceous) b of a (specified) plant family (rosaceous) [L -aceus] 
acephalous /a'sefalas, ,ay-/ adj lacking a head or having the head 
reduced [Gk akephalos, fr a- + kephale head - more at < ephalic] 
acerbic /a’suhbik/ adj 1 bitter or sour in taste 2 sharp oi vitnolic in 
speech, temper, or manner [acerb (sour), fr F or L, F aceite, fr L acerbus, 
fr acer - more at edge] - acerbically adv, acerbity n 
acescent /9'kes(3)nt, -'ses-/ adj (doming) slightly sour [F, fr L 
acescent-, acescens, prp of acescere to turn sour, incho of acere] - 
acescesce n 

acet^ aceto- comb form acetic acid; acetic (acetyl) [F A L; F ac^-, fr 
L acet-, fr acetum vinegar, fr acw to be sour, fr acer sharp - more at 
edge] 

ecetabularia /3sitabyoo'le9ri«9, .asuabyoo'lean-s/ n a large single- 
celled green alga that grows in warm seas and is shaped like a small 
mushroom (NL. genus name, fr L acetabulum vinegar cup] 
acetabulum /^si'tabyoolam/ n, pi acetabulums, acetabula /-b/ la the 
cup-shaped socket in the hipbone into which the head of the thighbone 
fits b the cavity in the body of an insect into which its leg fits 2 a round 
sucker of a leech or other invertebrate [L, lit., vinegar cup. fr acetum 
vinegar] - scetabolar adj 


acetal /'asitl/ n any of various compounds containing the grouping 
C(OR), [G azetal, fr azet- accl- + a/kohol alcohol] 
acetaldehyde /^si'taldihied/ n a volatile liquid aldehyde used chiefly 
in organic synthesis [ISV] 

acetanilide /^si'tanilied/, acetanilid /-lid/ n a derivative of aniline used 
in chemical synthesis [ISV] 

acetate /asitayt/ n 1 a salt or ester of acetic acid 2 (a textile fibre or 
gramophone record made from) cellulose acetate 
acetic /a'seetik, -'set-/ adj of or producing acetic acid or vinegar [prob 
fr F acetique, fr L acetum vinegar] . 

a.cetic 'acid n a pungent liquid acid that is the major acid in vinegar 
acetify /a'sectifie. -'set-/ vt to turn into acetic acid or vinegar - acefifler 
n, acetification /-tiri'kaysh(a)n/ n 
aceto- - sec acei- 

acetone /'asitohn/ n a volatile fragrant inflammable liquid ketone used 
esp as a solvent and in organic chemical synthesis [G azeton, fr L acetum] 

- acetouic /-'tonik/ adj 

acetous /'asitas/ adj acetic, also sour, vinegary 
acetyl /'asitil, a'si-, a'see-, -tiel/ n the radical of acetic acid 
acetylcholine /.asitil'kohlcen, -lin/ n a neurotransmitter released esp at 
autonomic nerve endings [ISV] - acetylcholinic /-'linik/ adj 
acetyl-coA /-koh'ay/ n acetyl coenzyme A 

acetyl coenzyme Ana compound formed as an essential intermediate 
in the metabolism of most living cells 
acetylene /a'setileen. -lin/ n a colourless unsalurated hydrocarbon gas 
used esp as a fuel (e g in oxyacetylene torches) - acetylenic /-'leenik, 
-’lenik/ adj 

,acetylsali,cylic 'acid /.asitil.sali'silik/ n aspinn [ISV] 

'ache /ayk/ vi la to suffer a usu dull persistent pain b to feel anguish 
or distress (heart -^d for her) 2 to yearn, long (aching to see you) [ME 
aken, fr OE acan, akin to LG aken to hurt] - achingly adv 
’ache n a usu dull persistent pain 

achene /a'keen/ n a small dry indehiscent 1 -seeded fruit (e g that of the 
dandelion) [NL achaemum, fra- ♦ Gk cha/ne/n to yawn - more at yawn] 

- achenlal /a'keenyal, -ni-al/ adj 

Acheulian, Acheulean /d'shoohli-an/at^ofa Lower Palaeolithic culture 
following the Abbevillian [F Acheuleen, fr St AcheuI, near Amiens in 
France] 

A cheval /,ah sha'val/ adv so as to be split evenly between 2 numbers, 
card-s, events, etc (betting - ) [F, lit , on horseback] 
achieve /a'cheev/ vt 1 to carry' out successfully; accomplish 2 to obtain 
by effort, win [ME acheven, fr MF achever to finish, fr a- (fr L ad-) + 
chief aid. head - more at CHirh] - achievable adj, achiever n 
a'chievement /-mant/ n 1 successful completion, accomplishment 2 
sthg accomplished, esp by resolve, persistence, or courage; a feat 3 
performance in a test or academic course 4 a coat of arms with its formal 
accompaniments (c g helm, crest, and supporters) [achieve + -ment] 
A.chille8' 'heel /a'kilcez, -liz/ n a person’s only vulnerable point 
[Achilles, legendary Gk wamor, reputedly vulnerable only in the heel] 
A.chilles 'tendon n the strong tendon joining the muscles in the calf 
to the hccibone 

achromatic /.akroh'matik, -kra-/ adj 1 transmitting light without 
dispersing it into its constituent colours 2 possessing no colour, neutral 
[F achromatique, fr Gk achmmatos, fr a ^ chromat-, chroma colour - 
more at chromaiic] - achromatically adv, achromatidty 
/9,krohma'tis9ti/ n, achromatism /a'krohma.tiz(a)m/ n, achromatize 
/9'krohmd,ticz/ vt 

achy /'ayki/ adj affiicted with aches - achincs n 
'acid /'asid/ adj la sour or sharp to the taste b sharp, biting, or sour m 
speech, manner, or disposition, caustic (an wit) 2 of. like, containing, 
or being an acid (— soil)-, specif having a pH of less than 7 3 of, being, 
or made by a steelmaking process in which the furnace is lined with aadic 
matenal 4 of rock nch in silica [F or L, F acide, fr L acidus, fr acere 
to be sour, fr acer sharp > more at edge] - acidly adv, addness n. acidity 
/a’sidati/ n 

’acid rr 1 a sour substance, specif any of various typically water-soluble 
and sour compounds having a pH of less than 7 that are capable of giving 
up a hydrogen ion to or accepting an unshared pair of electrons from a 
base to form a salt 2 LSD - infml 
'acid .drop n a hard tart sweet made with sugar and tartanc acid 
acidic /a'sidik/ adj 1 acid-forming 2 acid 

acidify /a'sidifie/ vt to make or convert into (an) acid - acidiffer n, 
acidUlcatioB /a 3 idifi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

acidophil /s'sidafil, -doh-/, acidophilc /-fiel/ n an acidophilic tissue, 
organism, etc; esp an eosinophilic white blood cell 



acidophilic /^sidoh'filik/, acidophil /d'sidsfil. -doh>/ adj 1 staining 
readily with aad dyes 2 preferring or thnving in an acid environment 
acidosis / 4 isi'dohsis/ n a disorder in which the blood, tissues, etc are 
unusually acid - acidotic A'dotik/ adj 

.acid *rock n rock music marked by long passages of electronic musical 
efTects intended to convey the atmosphere of drug-induced hallucina- 
tions 

.acid tost n a severe or crucial test (e g of value or suitability) [fr use 
of nitric acid to test for gold] 

acidulats /a'sidyoolayt/ vt to make (slightly) acid (L acidulus] - 
sddttlstioB /•'laysh(a)n/ n 

acidulous /a'sidyoolas/ adj somewhat acid in taste or manner; caustic 
[L acidulus sounsh, fr acidus] - acidnlosity /a,sidyoo*lo$ati/ n 
ack-ack /'ak.ak/ adj antiaircraft [signallers' terms for AA, fr antiair- 
craft] 

ackaa /akee, a'kee/ n (a tropical tree beanng) a red fruit which is edible 
when cooked [Kru a-kee] 

acknowiadga /ak'nolij/ W 1 to admit knowledge of; concede to be true 
or valid 2 to recognize the status or claims of 3a to express gratitude or 
obbgation for b to show recognition of (e g by smiling or nodding) c to 
confirm receipt of [ac- (as in accord) f knowledge] ~ acknowledgeable 

•dj 

ac'knowladged adj generally recognized, accepted, or admitted - 

■cknowiedaedly adv 

ac'knowladgmsnt also acknowledgement /-mant/ r? 1 recognition or 
favourable reception of an act or achievement 2 a thing done or given in 
recognition of sthg received 3 a declaration or avowal of a fact 4 an 
author’s list of people to whom he/she is indebted, usu appearing at the 
front of a book - usu pi with sing, meaning [ACKNowiroGE f 
-ment] 

S.clinic 'line /a’klinik/ n an imaginary line round the earth where a 
magnetic needle remains horizontal [‘a- t -c/m/c] 
seme /akmt/ n the highest point or stage; esp a perfect representative of 
a speciftad class or thing <was the ^ of courtesy} (Gk akme point, 
highest point - more at edge] 

acne /'ikni/ n a skin disorder found esp among adolescents, character- 
ized by inflammation of the skin glands and hair follicles and causing red 
pustules, esp on the face and neck [Gk akne eruption of the face, MS var 
of akme, lit., point] - acned Aknid/ adj 

ecoelomate /.ay'seebmayt, -mat/ adj, of an animal having no coelom* 

> acoeloimite n 

■OOiyte Akaliet/ n 1 an assisUnt performing minor duties in a liturgical 
service 2 one who attends or assists, a follower [ME acohte, fr OF & ML. 
OF, fr ML acoluthus, fr MGk akolouthos, fr Gk, adj, following, fra-, ha- 
(akin to Gk homos same) keleuthos path] 

aconitu /'akaniet/ n (a drug obtained from) monkshood [MF or L; MF, 
fr L aconitum, fr Gk akomton] - aconitic /-'nitik/ adj 
acorn /'ay.kawn/ n the nut of the oak, usu seated in a hard woody cup 
[ME akem, fr OE mcem-, akin to MHG ackeran acorns collectively, Russ 
yagoda berry] 

.acorn iMirnacle n any of numerous barnacles that form an incrustation 
on coastal rocks 

'acorn .worm n any of a group of burrowing wormlike manne animals 
usu classed with the chordates 

'acoustic /a'koohstik/ also acoustical /-kl/ adj 1 of sound, the sense of 
hearing, or acoustics 2 of or being a musical instrument whose sound is 
not electronically modified [Gk akousttkos of hearing, fr akouein fp hear 

> more at hear] - acoustically adv 

‘acoustic n I pi but sing in constr the science of sound 2 the properties 
of a room, hall, etc that govern the quality of sound heard - usu pi with 
sing, meaning - acoustician / 4 ikooh'stish(a)n/ n 
acquaint /aliwaynt/ vt to cause to know; make famihar with sthg 
oneself with the law} [ME aquainten, fr OF acointier, fr ML accogmtare, 
ft LL accognitus, pp of accognoscere to know perfectly, fr L ad- f 
cognoscere to know - more at cognition] 

acquaintance /3'kwaynt(a)ns/ n 1 personal knowledge; familiarity 2a 
sing or pi in constr the people with whom one is acquainted b a person 
whom one knows but who is not a particularly close friend - acquahit- 
aaccaUp n - make the acquaintance of to come to know, meet 
ac'quaintad adj having met (each other) socially; familiar with (each 
other) (we are not '^} (is — with the mayor} 
aequlaaca /.akwee'es/ vi to submit or comply tacitly or passively > often 
■V in [¥ acquiescer, fr L acquiescere, fr ad- + quiescere to be quiet, fr 
^qtues^ n« qjuiet, rest] - acquicsceaca n, acquiescent adj, acquiesceatiy 
adv 


acquire /a'kwie a/ vt la to gain or come into possession of, often by 
unspecified means, also to steal - euph b to gam as a new characteristic 
or ability, esp as a result of skill or hard work 2 to locate and hold (an 
object) in a detector (^ a target by radar} [ME aqueren, fr MF aquerre, 
fr L acquirere, fr ad- 4 quaerere to seek, obtain] - acquirable adj, 
acquirement n 

acquisition /,akwi'zish(9)n/ n 1 acquinng, gaining 2 sby or sthg 
acquired or gained, esp to one’s advantage [ME acquistcioun, fr MF or 
L; MF acquisition, fr L acquisition-, acquisitio, ft acquisitus, pp of 
acquirere] - acquisitions! adj, acquisitor /a'kwizita/ n 
acquiaitive /a'kwizativ/ adj keen or tending to acquire and possess - 
acquisitively adv, acquisitiveness n 

acquit /a'kwit/ vt -tt- 1 to free from responsibility or obligation; specif 
to declare not guilty (the court ^ ted him of the charge} 2 to conduct 
(oneselO m a specified, usu favourable, manner [ME aquiten, fr OF 
aquiter, fr a- (fr L ad-) ^ quite free of - more at ^guir] - acquitter n 
acquittal /a'kwitl/ n a judicial release from a cnminal charge 
acquittance /a'kwit(9)ns/ n (a document giving proof oO a discharge 
from an obligation 

acr-, aero- comb form 1 beginning, end (acronym} (acrostic} 2a top; 
peak, summit; apex (acrodont} (acropolis} (acropcial} b height 
(acrophobia} (acrobat} c extremity (acromegaly} [MF or Gk; MF 
aero-, fr Gk akr-, akro-, fr akros topmost, extreme; akin to Gk akme point 

- more at edge] 

acre /'ayka/ ji I pi lands, fields 2 a unit of area equal to 484()yd' 
(4O46.86m0 — F unii 3 pi great quantities - infml [ME, fr OE axer, 
akin to OHG ackar field, L ager, Gk agros, L agerc to drive - more at 
AGFN r] 

acreage /'ayk(a)nj/ n area in acres 

acrid /'aVnd/ adj 1 unpleasantly pungent m taste or smell 2 violently 
bitter in manner or language, acnmonious [modif of L acr-, acer sharp 

- more at h>ge] - acridly adv. acridness n, acridity /a'kndati/ n 
acridine /’akndecn, -dien. -dm/ n a compimnd occurring in coal tar and 

important as the parent compound of dyes and antiseptics 
acriflavine /.akn'flayveen, -vin/ n a red or orange dye used as a skin 
disinfectant [acndine + flavine] 

Acrilan /'aknlan/ trademark - used for aivac;rylic fibre 
acrimony /’aknmani/ n caustic sharpness of manner or language result- 
ing from anger or ill nature [MF or L, MF aenmonie, fr L aenmonia, 
fr acr-, acer] ~ acrimonious /.akn'mohnyas/ adj, acrimoniously adv, 
acrimoniousness n 

acrobat /'akrabat/ n 1 one who performs gymnastic feats requiring 
skilful control of the body 2 one who nimbly and often too readily 
changes his position or view^xiint (a political ^ > [F & Gk, F acrobate, 
fr Gk akrobates, fr akrobatos walking on tiptoe, fr akros f bainein to go 

- more at come] 

acrobatic /.akr^’batik/ adj 1 of or like an acrobat 2 very mobile <'- 
eyebrows - Punch} - acrobatically adv 

.acro'batics n pi I sing or pi in constr the art, performance, or activity 
of an acrobat 2 a spectacular performance involving great agility (con- 
tralto's vocal ^} 

acromegaly /.akroh'megali, .akrs-/ n abnormal enlargement of the 
hands, feet, and face caused by excessive production of growth hormone 
by the pituitary gland [F acromegabe, fr acr- + Gk megal-, megas large 

- more at much] - acromegalic /-ma'galik/ adj or n 
acronychal, acronycal, NAm acronical /.akroh'niekl, ^kro-/ adj, esp of 

the setting or rising of a star happening at suaset [Gk akronychos, fr akr- 
acr- 4 nyx night] 

acronym /'akronim/ n a word (e g radar) formed from the initial letters 
of other words [acr- + -onym (as in homonym)] - acronymic /-'nimik/ 
adj, acronymically adv 

acrophobia /.akraTohbt a/ n abnormal drqad of being at a great height 
[NL] 

acropolis /a'kropalis/ n the citadel of dn ancient Greek city [Ok 
akropolis, ft akr- acr- 4 polis city - more tA police] 

'across /a’kros/ adv 1 from one side to the other crosswise 2 to or on 
the opposite side 3 so as to be understandable, acceptable, or successful 

- comp^e GET ACROSS [ME acros, fr AF an crots, fr an in (fr L in) 4 
crois cross, ft L crux - more at in, ridge] 

‘across prep la from one side to the other of (walk ^ the lawn} b on 
the opposite side of (lives ^ the street} 2 so as to intersect at an angle 
(sawed the grain of the wood} 3 into transitory contact with - 
compare run across 

o.cross-the-'board adj blanket (an ^ pay nse} - acrois the board 
adv 
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acrostic /s'krosdk/ n 1 a composition, usu in verse, in which sets of 
letters (e g the first of each line) form a word or phrase 2 a senes of words 
of equal length arranged to read the same horizontally or vertically [MF 
& Gk, MF acrosnchc, fr Gk akrostichis, fr akr- acr- stichos line of verse, 
akin to steichcin to go - more at s i air] ~ acrostic also acrostical adj. 
acrostically adv 

acrylate /'akniayt/ n 1 a salt or ester of acrylic acid 2 acrylic 

RESIN 

'acrylic /a'knhk/ adj of acrylic acid or its derivatives (ISV acrolein (a 
liquid aldehyde, fr L acr~. acer sharp + olere to smell) * -yl 4 -/c] 
‘acrylic n la acrylic rfsin b (a painting done in) a paint containing an 
acrylic resin 2 acrylic fibre 

a.crylic 'acid n an unsaturated liquid acid that polymerizes readily to 
form plastics 

a.crylic 'fibre n a synthetic textile fibre made by polymerization of 
acrylonitnle usu with other polymers 

a.crylic 'resin n a glasslike plastic made by polymenzing (a derivative 
oO acrylic acid 

acrylonitrile /.aknloh'nietnl/ n a liquid nitnle used chiefly in organic 
synthesis and for iwlymenzation 

'act /akt/ n 1 a thing done, a deed 2 si a i Li h 1 , also a decree, edict 
LAW 3 the process of doing (caught in the very > 4 oflen cap a formal 
record of sthg done or transacted Sa any of the pnncipal divisions of a 
play or opera b any of the successive parts or performances in an 
entertainment (c g a circus) 6 a display of affected behaviour, a pretence 
[MF.. partly fr L actus doing, act, fr actus, pp of agerc to dnve, do, partly 
fr L actum thing done, record, fr neut of actus, pp - more at agent] - 
be/get in omtb^' art to be or deliberately become involved in a situation 
or undertaking, esp for one's own advantage 
‘act vt 1 to represent by action, esp on the stage 2 to feign, simulate 3 
to play the part of (as lO in a play the foob < -- Hamlet} 4 to behave 
in a manner suitable to your age) ^ vi la to perform on the stage, 
engage in acting b to behave insincerely 2 to function or behave in a 
specified manner < ^ ed generously} 3 to perform a specified function, 
serve as 4 to be a substitute or representative for 5 to produce an effect 
(wait for the medicine to '^} - actable adj, actability /.akta'bibti/ n 
•acter /-akta/ comb form (- n) sthg. esp a play, containing a specified 
number of acts fa o/tc-acier) 

ACTH n ADRLNoc-OR I ICO I ROPHic HORMONE (adrcnocxirticorrophic hor- 
mone] 

actln /'aktm/ ti a protein found in muscle and other cells that combines 
with myosin in producing muscular contraction [ISV, fr L acrus] 
actin-, actini', actino* comb form having a radiate form (Actmomyccs} 
[NL. ray, fr Gk aktm-. aktino-, fr aktin-, aktis, akin to OE uhte morning 
twilight. L noct-, nox night - more at night] 

'acting /'akting/ adj holding a temporary rank or position <~ presi- 
dent} 

‘acting n the an or practice of representing a character in a dramatic 
production 

actinide /’aktimed/ n any of a senes of 15 radioactive elements from 
actinium (atomic number 89) to lawrcncium (atomic number 103) 
[ISV] 

actinism /'aktiniz(9)m/ n the property of esp visible radiant energy by 
which chemical changes are produced (e g in photography) - actinic 
, /ak'tinik/ adj 

actinium /ak'tmi-am/ n a radioactive tnvalent metallic element found 
cap in pitchblende periodic tabif [NL] 
actinometer /.akti'nomita/ n an instrument for mcasunng the intensity 
of esp solar radiation - actinometry n, actinomctric /.akuroh'metnk/ 
adj 

actinomorphic /.aktinoh'mawfik/ also actinomorphous /-fas/ adj, of 
an organism or part radially symmetneal [ISV] - actinomoridiy 
/'aktin9.mawn/ n 

actinomycate /.aktinoh'micseet/ n any of an order of filamentous or 
rod-shaped bactena [denv of Gk aktm-, aktts -v myket-, myk& fungus, 
akin to Gk myxa mucus - more at mucus] - actinomycetous /-mic'seetas/ 
adj 

,actino'zoan/-'zoh<an//iananthozoan [actin’ + Gk zo/on animal; akin 
to Gk zoe life - more at 'quick] - actinozoan adj 
'action /'aksh(3)n/ n 1 a civil legal proceeding 2 the process of acting 
or working, esp to produce alteration by force or through a natural agency 
3a the mode of movement of the body b a function of (a part oO the body 
4 a voluntary act; a deed (know him by his ^s) 5a the state of 
functioning actively (machine is out of ^} h practical, often militant, 
activity, often directed towards a political end (an ^ group} c energetic 


activity, enterpnse (a man of ^} 6a(l) an engagement between troops 
or ships (2) ^^OMHAT .3 b (the unfolding of) the events in a play or work 
of fiction 7 an operating mechanism (e g of a gun or piano), also the 
manner in which it operates 8 (the most) lively or productive activity (go 
where the ^ is} - infml [ME accioun, fr MF action, fr L action-, actio, 
fr actus, pp of agere to dnve, do- more at agfnt] 

‘action vt to take action on, implement 

'actionable /-abl/ adj giving grounds for an action at law - actionably 
adv 

'action .painting n abstract an in which spontaneous techniques (e g 
dnbbling or smeanng) are used to apply paint 

.action po'tential n a momentary change in the electneal potential 
across the membrane of a (nerve) cell resulting from activation by a 
stimulus 

.action ‘replay n a videotape recording of a televised incident played 
back usu immediately after the event and often in slow motion 
activate /aktivayt/ vt 1 to make (more) active or reactive, esp in 
chemical or physical properties, e g a to make (a substance) radioactive 
b to aerate (sewage) so as to favour the growth of organisms that 
decompose organic matter 2 HAm to equip or put (troops) on active duty 

- activator n, activation /-*vaysh(3)n/ n 

.activated 'carbon n highly adsorbent powdered carbon used esp for 
purifying by adsorption 

.acti'vation a.nalytis /,aktrvaysh(3)n/ n the determination of chemi- 
cal composition by bombardment with neutrons and detection of the 
resulting charactenstic radioactive atoms 
'active /"aktiv/ adj 1 characterized by practical action rather than by 
contemplation or speculation /rake an ^ interest in} 2 quick in physical 
movement, lively 3a marked by or requinng vigorous activity < ^ sports} 
b full of activity, busy (an ^ life} 4 having practical operation or results; 
effective (an ^ law} Sofa volcano liable to erupt, not extinct Sofa verb 
form or voice having as the subject the person or thing doing the action 

7 of, in, or being full-time service, esp in the armed forces (on - duty} 

8 capable of acting or reacting; activated < ^ nitrogen} 9 of an electronic 
device containing and sometimes directing a power source [ME, fr MF 
or L, MF act if, fr L activus, fr actus, pp] - actively adv, activeness n 

‘active n I an active verb form 2 the active voice of a language 
.active 'transport n movement of a chemical substance across a (cell) 
membrane in living tissue b> the expenditure of energy 
activism Aktiviz(3)m/ n a doctnne or practice that emphasizes vigor- 
ous action (eg the use of mass demonstrations) in controversial, esp 
political, matters - activist n or adj, activistic /-'vistik/ adj 
activity /ak'tivati/ n 1 the quality or state of being active 2 vigorous or 
energetic action, liveliness 3 a pursuit in which a person is active - usu 
pi (social activities) 

.act of 'faith n an action demonstrating the strength of one’s esp 
religious convictions 

.act of 'God n a sudden event, esp a catastrophe, brought about by 
uncontrollable natural forces 

actor /’akta/, fern actress /’aktris/ n one who represents a character in 
a dramatic production, esp one whose profession is acting [-act ♦ ‘-or] 
~ actorish adj 

act out vt la to represent in action (children act out what they read} 
b to translate into action (unwilling to act out what they believe} 2 to 
express (repressed or unconscious impulses) unwittingly in overt behav- 
iour 

Acts /akts/ n pi hut sing in constr the fifth book of the New Testament 
narrating the beginnings of the Church 
.Acts of the A'postles n pi but sing in constr the Acts 
actual /'aktyoo(a)l. -choo(a)l/ adj 1 existing in fact or reality; real 
and imagined conditions} 2 existing or occurring at the time, current 
(caught in the ^ commission of a crime} [ME actuel, fr MF, fr LL 
actualis, fr L actus act] - actualize vt, actualization /-lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
actuality /.aktyoo'alati, .akchoo-/ n an existing circumstance; a real fact 

- often pi (possible asks which have been seized upon as actualities - T 
S Eliot) [actual 4 -ity] 

'actually /-li/adv 1 really; in fact (nominally but not indqxndent} 
2 at the present moment (the party ^ m power} 3 strange as it may seem; 
even (she ^ spoke Latin} 

actuary /'aktyoo(3)n. 'akchoo-/ n a statistician who calculates insurance 
risks and premiums [L actuanus shorthand wnter, accountant, fr actum 
record - more at aci] - actuarial /.aktyoo'ean^al, <hoo-/ adj, actuarially 
adv 

actuate /'aktyooayt, -choo-/ vt 1 to put into action or motion 2 to incite 
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to action <^d by greedy [ML actuatus, pp of actuare, fr L actus act] > 
actnatioa /-'aysh(3)n/ n, actuator /-jayva/ n 
act up VI 1 to behave in an unruly manner; play up 2 to give pain or 
trouble (Jthis typewriter is acting up again} VSE infml 
acuity /alcyooh'ati/ n keenness of mental or physical perception - fml 
[MF acuite, fr OF agiiete, fr agu sharp, fr L acuriu] 
aculaata /a'kyoohli-at/ adj having a sting <aii ^ insect} [L acuieatus 
having stings, fr acukus, dim of acus] 

acuman /'akyooman/ n keenness and depth of discernment or discnmi- 
nation, esp in practical matters [L acumin-, acumen, lit., point, fr 
acuere] ^ 

acuminate /alyoohminayt/ adj tapenng to a slender point 

PLANT 

acupuncture Ak(y)oo.pungkcha/ n an ong Chinese practice of punc- 
turing the body at particular points with needles to cure disease, relieve 
pain, produce anaesthesia, etc [L acus + E puncture] - acupuncturist 
A'pungkcharist, -.pungkchanst/ n 

acuta /a'kyooht/ a4/ la o/'an ang/e measuring less than 90* b composed 
of acute angles tnangle} 2a marked by keen discernment or intellec- 

tual perception, esp of subtle distinctions <an ^ thinker} b responsive 
to slight impressions or stimuli eyesight} 3 intensely felt or perceived 
pain} 4 esp of an lUness having a sudden severe onset and short 
course - contrasted with chronic 5 demanding urgent attention; severe 
(gn housing shortage} 6 marked with, having the pronunciation 
indicated by, or being an accent mark wntten ' symbol [L acutus, 
pp of acuere to sharpen, fr acus needle; akin to L acer sharp - more at 
edge] - acutely adv, acuteness n 

acyl /as(i)l. 'asiel/ n a radical denved from a carboxylic acid by removal 
of the hydroxyl group [ISV, fr acid] 
ad /ad/ n an advertisement ~ infml 

ad-, ac-, af- ag-, al-, ap-, as-, at- preffa 1 to; towards - usu ac- before c, 
k, or q (acculturation}, af- before f, ag- before g (aggrade}, aJ- before / 
(alliteration}, ap- before p (afqiroximate}, as- before s (assuage}, at- 
bcfore t (attune}, and ad- before other sounds, but sometimes ad- even 
bdbre one of the listed consonants (adsorb} 2 near; adjacent to - in this 
sense always in the form ad- (adrenal} [ME, fr MF. OF. & L; MF. fr. 
OF. fr L. fr ad - more at 'at] 

-ad /-ad, -ad/ suffix {-* adv) in the direction of; towards (cephaJad} 
[L«fl 

adage /'adij/ n a maxim or proverb that embodies a commonly accepted 
observation [MF, fr L adagtum, fr ad- -e -agntun (akin to aio 1 say); akin 
to Gk e he spoke] 

'adagio /a'dalyioh/ adv or adj in an easy slow graceful manner - used in 
music [It, fr ad at. to + agio ease] 

’adagio n, pi adagios 1 a musical composition or movement m adagio 
tempo 2 ballet dancing, esp a pas de deux, involving difficult feats of 
balance 

Adam /'adam/ adj of a decorative style of furniture and architecture that 
originated in the 18th c [Robert Adam 1 1792 A James Adam tl794 Sc 
architects & designers] 

'adamant /*a(bmant/ n a stone formerly believed to be of impenetrable 
hardness and sometimes identified with the diamond; broadly any very 
hard unbreakable substance [ME, fr OF, fr L adamant-, adamas hardest 
metal, diamond, fr Gk] 

’adamant adj unshakable in determination; unyielding - adamancy n, 
•danautly adv 

adamantine /^da'mantien/ adj 1 made of or like adamant,^ resem- 
blmg the diamond in hardness or lustre [ME. fr L adamantinus, fr Gk 
adamantinos, fr adamant-, adamas] 

Adamita Aadamiet/ n 1 a human 2 a member of a nudist sect [Adam, 
the first man according to the Bible; (2) fr his nakedness before hts falf 
from grace (Gen 2 A 3)] 

.Adam's 'appla n the projection in the front of the neck formed by the 
largest cartilage of the larynx 

adapt /a'dapt/ vb to make or become fit, often by modification [F or L, 
F adapter, fr L adaptare, fr ad- + aptare to fit, fr aptus apt, fit] - adaptable 
a4f, adaptability /-ta'bibti/ n. adaptadnen n 

adaptation /adaptaysh(3)n/ n 1 adjustment to prevailing or changing 
conditions: e g a adjustment of a sense organ to the intensity or quality 
of stimulation b modification of (the parts oO an organism fitting it better 
for existence and successful breeding 2 a composition rewritten in a new 
form or for a different medium [adapt + -ation] > adaptational adj, 
adaptadoually adv 

adaptor also adaptor /a'dapta/ n 1 a writer who adapts sthg 2 a device 
a for connecting 2 pieces of apparatus not orig intenM to be joined b 


for converting a tool or piece of apparatus to some new use c for 
connecting several pieces of electneal apparatus to a single power point, 
or connecting a plug of one type to a socket of a different type [adapt 
4 *-ER, '-or] 

adaptive /a'daptiv/ adj, of an organism showing or having a capacity for 
or tendency towards adaptation - adaptively adv, adaptivencaa n, adap- 
tivity /-'tivati/ n 

adaxial /^d'aksi-al/ adj situated on the same side as or facing the axis 
of an organ, plant part, or organism - compare abaxial 
add /ad/ vt 1 to join so as to bnng about an increase or improvement 
(wine a creative touch to cooking} 2 to say or write further 3 to 
combine (numbers) into a single number - often + up ^ vi la to perform 
addition b to come together or unite by addition 2 to make or serve as 
an addition to [ME, adden, fr L addere, fr ad- + -dere to put - more at 
'do] - addable, addlble adj 

addand /'adend, a'dend/ n a number to be added to another [short for 
addendum] 

addandum /a'dendam/ n, pi addenda /-da/ a supplement to a book - 
often pi with sing meaning but sing, in constr [L, neut of addendus, 
gerundive of addere] 

'adder /ada/ n the common European venomous viper or other ground- 
living viper [ME, alter, (by incorrect division of a naddre) of naddre, fr 
OE nsedre, akin to OHG natara adder, L natnx water snake] 

’adder n a device (eg in a computer) that performs addition 
[add +*-er] 

'adder'a-.tongue n a fern whose fruiting spike resembles a snake's 
tongue 

'addict /a'dikt/ vt 1 to devote or surrender (oneselO to sthg habitually 
or obsessively - usu pass 2 to cause (an animal or human) to become 
physiologically dependent upon a habit-forming drug [L addictus, pp of 
addicere to favour, fr ad- + dicere to say - more at diction] - addictive 
adj, addiction /a'diksh(a)n/ n 

’addict Aadikt/ n 1 one who is addicted to a drug 2 devotee 2 <a 
detective-novel 

'Addison's dl.saasa /'adis(a)nz/ n a disease marked by deficient 
secretion of the steroid hormones of the cortex of the adrenal gland and 
characterized by extreme weakness, loss ofVeight, and brownish pigmen- 
tation of the skin [Thomas Addison tl860 E physician] 
addition /a'dish(a)n/ n 1 sthg or sby added, esp as an improvement 2 
the act or process of adding, esp adding numbers 3 direct chemical 
combination of substances to form a single product [ME. fr MF. fr L 
addition-, additio, fr additus, pp of addere] - in addition also, furthermore 
(a telephone in the kitchen in addition to the one in the half) 
additional /a'dish(a)nl/ adj existing by way of addition, supplementary 

- additionally /a'dish(a)nali/ adv 

'additive /'adativ/ adj of or charactenzed by addition - additiveiy adv, 
additivity /.ada'tivati/ n 

’additive n a substance added to another in relatively small amounts to 
impart desirable properties or suppress undesirable ones (food ^s> 
addle /adl/ vb a^lng /*adling, 'adl-ing/ vt to throw into confusion ~ vi 
1 of an egg to become rotten 2 to become confused or muddled [addle 
(rotten, unsound), fr ME adel filth, fr OE adela, akin to MLG adele liquid 
manure] 

'address /a’dres/ vr 1 to direct the efforts or attention of (oneselO <-- 
himself to the problem} 2a to communicate directly <^es A/s thanks to 
his host} b to speak or wnte directly to; tsp to deliver a formal speech 
to 3 to mark directions for delivery on a letter} 4 to greet by a 
prescribed form <~ed him as ‘My Lont} 5 to take one’s stance and 
adjust the club before hitting (a golf ball) vi obs to direct one's speech 
or attentions [ME adressen, fr MF adrestor, fr a- (fr L ad-) + dresser to 
arrange - more at dress] - addresser n, bddressee /.adre'see/ n 
’address /a'dres/ n 1 dutiful and courtepus attention, esp in courtship 

- usu pi (paid his ^ es ro her} 2 readinesf and capability for dealing (e g 
with a person or problem) skilfully and siboothly; adroitness 3 a formal 
communication; esp a prepared speech delivered to an audience 4 a place 
of residence (where a person or organization may be communicated with); 
also a detailed description of its location (e g on an envelope) 5 a location 
(e g in the memory of a computer) where particular information is stored; 
also the digits that identify such a location 

addrssssfbls /a'dresabl/ adj accessible by an address registers in a 
computer} 

Addrsssograph /a'dreBa.grahf, -.graf, -soh-/ trademark - used for a 
device that prints addresses on envelopes 

adduce /a'dyoohs/ vt to offer as example, reason, or proof in discussion 
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or analysis - fml [L adducere, lit., to lead to. fr ad- » ducere to lead - 
more at ’tow] - adducer n, adduction /a'duksh(9)n/ n 
adduct /a'dukt/ vt to draw (e g a limb) towards the main part of the 
body; also to bnng together (similar parts) the fingers} [L adductus, 
pp of adducere] > adductive adj, adductor n, adduction /a'duk- 
sh(3)n/ n 

add up VI 1 to amount to in total or substance </Ae play adds up to a 
lot of laughs} 2 to come to the expected total </Ae bill doesn’t add up) 
3 to be internally consistent; make sense ^ vt size up 
■ada Aayd/ suffix (-n) la act or action of ^blockade} (escapade} b 
individual or group of people involved in (a specified action) 
(cavalcade} (renegade} 2 product, esp sweet drink made from (a speci- 
fied fruit) (limeade} [ME, fr MF, fr OProv -ada, fr LL -ata, fr L. fern 
of -atus -ate] 

aden-, adeno* comb form gland <adeniri5> [NL, fr Gk. fr aden-, aden, 
akin to L inguen groin, Gk nephros kidney - more at nephritis] 
adanine /'adaneen, -nin/ n a purine base that is 1 of the 4 bases whose 
order in a DNA or RNA chain codes genetic information - compare 
cytosine, uuaninl, thymine, uracil [ISV, fr us presence in glandular 
tissue] 

adanoid /adanoyd/ adj or n (oO an enlarged mass of lymphoid tissue at 
the back of the pharynx, often obstructing breathing - usu pi with sing 
meaning [Gk adenoeida glandular, fr aden] 
adenoidal /.ada'noydl/ adj of (sby with enlarged) adenoids - adenoid- 
ally adv 

adenoma /.ada'nohma/ n, pi adenomas, adenomata /-noh‘mahtd/ a 
benign tumcAnr of a glandular structure or of glandular origin [NL 
adenomat-, adenoma] - adenomatous /-'nohmatas, also -noh'mahtas/ 
adj 

adenosine /a'denaseen. -sin/ n a nucleoside containing adenine [ISV, 
blend of adenine and nbose] 

a.denosine di'phosphate n ADP 

a, denosine .mono'phosphate n 1 AMP 2 cyclic amp 

a.denosine .trrphosphate n ATP 

adept /'adept, a'dept/ adj or n (being) a highly skilled expert at [NL 
adeptus alchemist who has discovered how to change base metals into 
gold, fr L, pp of adipisci to attain, fr ad- ^ apisci to reach - more at apt] 

- adeptly /a'deptli/ adv, adeptness /a'deptnis/ n 

adequate /adikwat/ adj sufficient for a specific requirement <- 
grounds for divorce}, esp barely sufficient or satisfactory [L adaequatus, 
pp of adaequare to make equal, fr ad- * aequare to equal - more at 
equable] - adequacy /-kwasi/ n, adequately adv, adequateness n 
ad eundem /,ad ay'oondam/, ad eundem gradum /"grabdam/ adv or adj 
to or of the same degree at another university [NL ad eundem gra- 
dum] 

e deux /ah 'duh (Fr a dd)/ adj or adv having only 2 (people) present (a 
cosy evening > [F] 

adhere /3d'(h)ia/ vi l to give continued support, observance, or loyalty 
('^ to the treaty} 2 to hold or stick fast (as lO by gluing, suction, 
grasping, or fusing vt to cause to stick fast [MF or L, MF adherer, fr 
L adhaerere, fr ad- 4 haerere to stick ~ more at hesitate] - adherent adj, 
adherence n 

adherent /ad'(h)iar3nt/ n a supporter of a leader, faction, etc [ME. fr 
MF or L; MF adherent, adj, fr L adhacrent-, adhaerens, prp of 
adhaerve] 

adheaion /3d'(h)eezh(a)n, ad'hee-/ n 1 the action or sute of adhenng 
2 (the tissues united by) an abnormal union of tissues that are usu 
separated in the body [F or L; F adhesion, fr L adhaesion-, adhaesio, fr 
adbaesus, pp of adhaerere] - adhesional adj 
'adhesive /ad'(h)eeziv, -siv/ adj causing or prepared for sticking; sticky 

- adhesively adv, adhesiveness n 

’adhesive n an adhesive substance (e g glue or cement) 
ad hoc /.ad 'hok/ adj or adv with respect to the particular purpose at 
hand and without consideration of wider application (an investiga- 
tion} [L, for this] 

ad homlnem /.ad 'hominism/ adj or adv appealing to or attacking on 
personal rather than intellectual grounds [NL, lit , to the man] 
adiabatic /.adi-almtik/ a<(l occurring without loss or gam of heat [Gk 
adiabatos impassable, fr a- 4 dtabatos passable, fr diabatnein to go across, 
fr dia- ^ bainein to go - more at come] - adlabsticslly adv 
adieu /a'dyooh, a'dyuh (Fr adj0)/ n, pi adieus, adieux /a'dyixihfz). 
a'dyuh(z) (Fr ««)/ a farewell - often used inteijectionally, usu poetic 
(ME, fr MF, fr a (fr L ad) + Dieu God, fr L Deus - more at at. 
deity] 


ad infinitum /.ad infi'metam/ adv or adj without end or limit [L, to an 
inrinitc extent] 

a.dipic 'acid /a'dipik/ n an organic acid used esp in manufactunng 
plastics, esp nylon [denv of L adip-, adeps] 
adipose /'adipohs, -pohz/ adj of animal fat; fatty [NL adiposus, fr L 
adip-, adeps fat. fr Gk aleipha, akin to Gk lipos fat - more at leave] - 
adiposity /-'posati/ n 

.adipose 'tissue n connective tissue in which fat is stored 
adit /’adit/ n a nearly honzontal pa.ssage from the surface into a mine [L 
aditus approach, fr aditus, pp of adire to go to, fr a<f- 4 ire to go - more 
at issue] 

adjacent /3'jays(3)nt/ adj having a common border, broadly neighbour- 
ing, nearby [ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr L adjacent-, adjacens, prp of 
adjacere to he near, fr ad- 4 jacere to lie; akin to L jacere to throw - more 
at 'jet] - adjacency n, adjacently adv 

adjectival /.ajik'tievi/ adj relating to or charactenzed by the use of 
adjectives - ac(jectivally adv 

'adjective /ajiktiv/ adj 1 adjectival 2 of a dye requiring a mordant 
[ME, fr MF or LL. MF adjectif, fr LL adjectivus, fr L adjectus, pp of 
adjicere to throw to, fr ad- ^ jacere to throw - more at 'jft] 
’adjective n a word that modifies a noun or pronoun by desenbing a 
particular characteristic of it 

adjoin /a'joyn/ vb to be next to or in contact with (one another) [ME 
adjoinen, fr MF adjoindre, fr L adjungere, fr ad- ^ jungere to join - more 
at yoke] - adjoining adj 

adjourn /a'juhn/ vb to suspend (a session) until a later stated time [ME 
ajoumen, fr MF ajoumer, fr a- (fr L ad-) ^ jour day - more at 
journey] 

ad'journment /-mant/ n the state or interval of being adjourned 
adjudge /a'juj/ vt la to adjudicate b to pronounce formally him 
guilty} 2 to pronounce to be, deem < -- the book a success} [ME ajugen, 
fr MF ajugier, fr L adjudicare, fr ad- 4 judteare to judge - more at 
’judge] 

adjudicate /d'joohdikayt/ vt to make a judicial decision on vj to act 
as judge (eg in a competition) [L adjudicatus, pp of adjudicare] - 
adjudicative /-kativ/ adj, acUudicator /-.kayta/ n 
adjudication /3joohdi'kaysh(3)n/ n a judicial decision; specif a decree 
in bankruptcy [adjudicate -ion] - adjudicatory /a'joohdik»t(3)n/ 
adj 

adjunct /'ajungkt/ n 1 sthg joined to another thing as an incidental 
accompaniment but not essentially a part of it 2 a word or phrase (e g 
an adverb or prepositional phrase) that can be left out and still leave the 
sentence grammatically complete 3 a person, usu in a subordinate or 
temporary capacity, assisting another to perform some duty or service [L 
adjunctum, fr neut of adjunclus, pp of adjungere] - adjunct adj, adjunctly 
adv, adjunctive /s'jungktiv/ adj, adjunctively adv 
adjure /s'jooa/ vt 1 to charge or command solemnly (as lO under oath 
or penalty of a curse 2 to entreat or advise earnestly USE fml [ME 
adjuren, fr MF & L, MF ajurer, fr L adjurare, fr ad- + jurare to swear 

- more at jury] - adjuration /ajoo'raysh(3)n/ n, Mjjumtory 
/a'jooar9i(a)n/ adj 

adjust /d'just/ vt 1 to bnng to a more satisfactory or conformable state 
by minor change or adaptation, regulate, correct, or modify 2 to deter- 
mine the amount to be paid under an insurance policy in settlement of (a 
loss) VI to adapt or conform oneself (e g to climate) [F ajuster, fr a- 4- 
juste exact, just] - adjustable adj, adjustive adj, adjuatability 
/-sta'bibti/ n 

adjusted adj having achieved a harmonious relationship with one’s 
environment or with others - often used in combination 
adjuster also adjustor /a'justa/ n assessor 3 [adjust 4- '-erJ 
adjustment /-mant/ n 1 a correction or modification to reflect actual 
conditions 2 a means (e g a mechanism) by which things are adjusted one 
to another 3 a settlement of a disputed claim or debt [adjust e -ment] 
' adjustmental /.ajust'menti/ adj 

adjutant /'ajoot(9)nt/ n an officer who assists the commanding ofliccr 
and is responsible for correspondence and for ensunng that his orders are 
carried out [L adjutant-, adjutans, prp of adjutare to help - more at aid] 

- adjutancy /-t(3)nsi/ n 

.adjutant 'general n, pi adjutants general the chief administrative 
officer of an army, responsible for all the personnel and their welfare, 
training, records, etc 

adjuvant /'ajoov(9)nt/ n sthg that helps or makes esp medical treatment 
more effective [F or L; F, adj, auxiliary, fr L adjuvant-, adjuvans, prp of 
adjuvare to aid, fr ad- 4 juvare to help] 
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*ad-lib /^d ‘iib/ Mdj spoken, composed, or performed without preparation 
- infinl [«d lib] 

*ad-lib vb -bb- to say (e g lines or a speech) spontaneously and without 
preparation; improvise - ad<Ub n 

ad lib Mdv without restraint or limit [NL ad libitum in accordance with 

deure] 

ad libitum /,ad 'hbitam/ adv ad lib 

adman /ackman/ n a member of the advertising profession - infml [ad 
man] 

admass /'ad.mas/ n, chiefly Br a society in which the drive to consume 
material goods is promoted by mass-media advertising (advertising 

admin /"admin/ n, chiefly Br (work involving) administration -infml 

administar /ad'mimsta/ vt 1 to manage, supervise 2a to mete out, 
dispense punishmenty b to give or perform ntually the last nte$y 
C to give remedially vi to perform the office of administrator, manage 
aifairs [ME administren, fr MF administrer, fr L administrare, fr ad- r 
mittistnre to serve, fr minister servant] - admlnistrablc /-strabl/ adj, 
sdBfadftnuit A 

administration /ad.mini'straysh(a)n/ n 1 the act or process of adminis- 
tering 2 performance of executive duties, management 3 the execution 
of public affain as distinguished from the making of policy 4a a body of 
people who administer b cap governmeni S [ME administracioun, fr 
MF or L; MF administration, fr L administration-, administratio, fr 
administratus, pp of administrarv] - administrate /-strayt/ vb, adminis- 
trsdosai adj, admuiistrationiat n 

administrativa /ad'mmistrativ/ adj of (an) administration - adminis- 


administrator /ad'mini,strayu/ n sby who administers esp business, 
school, or governmental affairs [L, manager, fr administratus] 
administratrix /ad'mmistratnks/ n, pi administratrices /ad- 
.mini'straytraseez/ a female administrator, esp of an estate [NL] 
admirabla /*admardbl/ adj deserving the highest respect; excellent - 
adsdriblcnesi n, admirably adv, admirability /.admara'bibu^n 
admiral /'adnural/ n the commander in chief of a navy rank 
[ME. fr MF amiral admiral & ML admiralis emir, admira/lus admiral, fr 
Ar amir-al- commander of the (as in amir-al-bahr commander of the 
sea)] 

.admiral of the tiaat n rank 

'admiralty /-ti/ n 1 smg or pi in constr. cap the executive department 
formerly having authonty over naval affairs 2 the court having junsdic- 
tion over mantime questions law 

.Admiralty 'Board n the department of the Ministry of Defence that 
administen the Bntish navy 

admiration /.adm3'raysh(3)n/ n 1 a feeling of delighted or astonished 
approval 2 the object of admiring respect 

admire /ad'mie-a/ vt to think highly of, express admiration for - 
sometimes sarcastically </ your cheeky [MF admirer to wonder at, fr 
L admirari, fr ad’ + miran to wonder - more at smile] - admiringly 
adv 

admirer /ad'mie-ara/ n a woman's suitor [admire + '-lr] 
admissible /ad'misabi/ adj, esp of legal evidence capable of being 
allowed or conceded; permissible [F, fr ML admissibilis, fr L admissus, 
pp of admittere] - admissibility /-sa'bilati/ n 

admission /3d‘mish(a)n/ n 1 acknowledgment that a fact or allegation 
is true 2a allowing or being allowed to enter sthg (e g a secret society) 
b a fee paid at or for admission - admissive /-siv/ adj 
admit /ad'mit/ vb -tt- vt la to allow scope for; permit b to concede as 
true or valid 2 to allow to enter sthg (c g a place or fellowship) ^ vi 1 
to give entrance or access 2a to allow, permit - often ^ of b to mafce 
acknowledgment - + to [ME admitten, fr L admittere, fr ad- mittere 
to send - more at smite] 

admittanca /9d'mit(a)ns/ n 1 permission to enter a place 2 access, 
estrance 

admittadly /ad'mitidli/ adv as must reluctantly be admitted 
admixtura /ad'mikscha, 'admikscha/ n 1 mixing or being mixed 2 an 
ingredient added by mixing, or the resulting mixture [L admixtus, pp of 
admiadn to mix with, fr ad- + miscere to mix - more at mix] - admix 
/M'tiaka/ vt 

admonish /ad'monish/ vt la to indicate duties to b to warn about 
remissness or error, esp gently 2 to give friendly earnest advice or 
encouragement to [ME admoneaten, fr MF admonester, fr (assumed) VL 
adnooaftara, alter, of L admon^e to warn, fr ad’ + monere to warn > 
aiore at mind] < admmdabcr n, admonishlBgly adv, ^pdmonishment n 
admonltipri /.adni9'nisb(a)n/ n (a) gentle friendly |eproof, counsel, or 


warning [ME amonicioun, fr MF amonition, fr L admonition-, admo- 
nitio, fr admonitus, pp of admonere] 

admonitory /dd'monit(a)n/ adj expressing admonition; warning - 
admonitorily /-tfa)!^!!/ adv 

ad nauseam /.ad 'nawzLam, -si am/ adv in an extremely tedious 
manner; enough to make one sick [L, to sickness] 
ado /a'dooh/ n fussy bustling excitement, esp over tnvia; to-do [ME, fr 
at do, fr at + don, do to do] 

adobe /a'dohbi/ a 1 a building bnck of sun-dned earth and straw 2 a 
heavy clay used in making adobe bncks [Sp. fr Ar at-tub the brick, fr 
Copt lobe bnck] - adobe adj 

adolescent /,ada'les(a)nt/ n sby in the period of life between puberty and 
matunty [F, fr L adolescent-, adolescens, prp of adolescere to grow up 

- more at adult] - adolescent adj, adolescence n 

Adonai /.ada'nie, .ada'nay ie/ n - used as the sacred title of the God of 
the Jews, only to be pronounced in solemn prayer and with the head 
covered [Heb adhonay] 

Adonis /a'dohnis/ n a stnkingly handsome young man [L, fr Gk Adonis, 
a youth loved by Aphrodite in mythology] - adonic adj 
adopt /p'dopt/ vr I to take by choice into a new relationship, specif to 
bnng up voluntanly (a child of other parents) as one’s own child 2 to take 
up and practise, take to oneself 3 to vote to accept a constitutional 
amendmenty A of a constituency to nominate as a Parliamentary candi- 
date 5 Br. of a local authonty to assume responsibility for the mainten- 
ance of (e g a road) [MF or L, MF adopter, fr L adoptare, fr ad- + optare 
to choose - more at option] - adopter n, adoptable adj, adoptability 
/-ta'bibti/ n, adoption /a'dopsh(3)n/ n, adoptee /.adop'tee/ n 
adoptive /a'doptiv/ adj made or acquired by adoption (oac's 
countryy ^the father} - adoptively adv 

adorable /a'dawrabl/ adj sweetly lovable, charming [aix^rf -able] 

- adorableness n, adorably adv. adorability /-r.Vbibti/ n 

adore /a'daw/ vt 1 to worship or honour as a deity 2 to regard with 
reverent admiration and devotion 3 to like very much - infml [MF 
adorer, fr L adorare, fr ad- ^ orarc to speak, pray - more at ORArioN] 

- adorer n, adoration /,ada'raysh(a)n/ n 

adorn /a'dawn/ vt 1 to decorate, esp with oniaments 2 to add to the 
pleasantness or attractiveness of [ME aftomen, fr MF adomer, fr L 
adomare, fr ad- ^ omare to furnish - more at ornaik] - adorn- 
ment n 

ADP n a derivative of adenine that is reversibly converted to ATP for the 
stonng of cellular energy [adem^ine diphosphate] 
ad ram /,ad *rem/ adv or adj to the point or purpose [L, to the 
matter] 

adren-, adreno- comb form 1 adrenal (adrenocorricaT) 2 adrenalin 
<adrenerg/c> [adrenaf] 

'adrenal /a'dreenl/ adj 1 adjacent to the kidneys 2 of or derived from 
adrenal glands [ad- « renal] adrenally adv 
^adrenal n adrenal gland 

a'drenal ,gland n an endoenne gland near the front of each kidney with 
a cortex th^t secretes steroid hormones and a medulla that secretes 
adrenalin digestion 

adrenalin, adrenaline /a'drenaiin/ n a hormone produced by the adrenal 
gland that occurs as a neurotransmitter in the sympathetic nervous system 
and that stimulates the heart and causes constnction of blood vessels and 
relaxation of smooth muscle 

adrenergic /.adn'nuhjik/ adj 1 liberating or activated by (a substance 
like) adrenalin 2 of a drug resembliii|| adrenalin [adren- ^ Gk ergon 
work - more at 'work] 

adrenocorticotrophic /3.dreenoh,kawtikoh'trohrik/, adrenocortico- 
tropic /-'trohpik. -'tropik/ adj acting on or stimulating the adrenal 
cortex i 

adrenocorticotrophic hormone n a hormone of the front lobe of 
the pituitary gland that stimulates the' adrenal cortex 
a.dreno,cortico'trophin /-'trohfin//i ADRENocxiRTiaiiROPHic hor- 
mone 

adrift /a'drift/ adv or adj 1 afloat without motive power or moonng and 
at the mercy of winds and currents 2 in or into a state of being unstuck 
or Unfasten^; loose - esp in come adrift 3 astray - infml <h/s reasoning's 
gone completely > ['a- + drift] 

adroit /a'droyt/ adj 1 dexterous, nimble 2 marked by shrewdness, 
readiness, or resouri^ulness in coping with difficulty or danger [F, fr i 
droit properly, fr a to, at v droit right] - adroitly adv, adroitneas n 
adsorb /ad'zawb/ vt to take up and hold by adsorption ^ vi to become 
absorbed [ad- ^ -sorb (as in absorb)] - adsorbabic adj, adaorbent adj 
or n 
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adsorption /3d'zawpsh(3)n/ n the adhesion in an extremely thin layer 
of molecules of gases, liquids, etc to the surface of solids or liquids - 
compare absorpi ion [irreg fr adsorb] - adsorptive adj 
adulate /'adyoolayt/ vt to Hatter or admire excessively or slavishly 
[back-formation fr adulation, fr ME, fr MF, fr L adulation-, adulatio, fr 
adulatus, pp of adulan to flatter] - adulator n, adulation /-'laysh(3)n/ n, 
adulatory /'adyoobt(a)n/ adj 

'adult /'adult, a'dult/ adj 1 fully developed and mature, grown-up 2 of 
or befitting adults ian approach to a problem} 3 suitable only for 
adults, broadly salacious, pornographic < magazines} [L adultus, pp 
of adolescere to grow up, fr ad- + -olescere (fr alescere to grow) - more 
at old] - adulthood /-hood/ n, adultlike adj, adultness n 
‘adult n a grown-up person or creature, esp a human being after an age 
specified by law (in Bntain, 18) 

.adult edu'eation n mainly nonvocational part-time courses for 
adults 

'adulterate /a'dultarayt/ vt to corrupt or make impure by the addition 
of a foreign or infenor substance [L adulteratus, pp of adulterare, fr ad- 
f alter other - more at elsl] - adulterant n or adj, adulterator n, 
adulteration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 

‘adulterate /a'dultarat/ adj being adulterated, debased, or impure 
adulterer /a'dultara/, fern adulteress /-ns/ n sby who commits adul- 
tery 

adultery /a'dultan/ n (an act oO voluntary sexual intercourse between 
a marned person and sby other than his/her spouse [ME. alter of 
avoutne, fr MF, fr L adultenum, fr adulter adulterer, back-formation fr 
adulterare] ~ adulterous adj, adulterously adv 

adumbratci / adofnbrayl/ vt 1 to foreshadow (a future event) vaguely 
2 to outline broadly without details USE fml [L adumbratwi, pp of 
adumbrare, fr ad- • umbra shadow - more at umhragf] - adumbration 
/-'braysh(3)n/ n, adumbrative /a'dumbrativ/ adj, adumbratively adv 
ad valorem /,ad va'Iawram/ adj or adv, of a tax imposed at a rate 
proportional to the staled value - compare specii ic 5b [L, according to 
the value] 

'advance /ad'vahns/ \t 1 to bring or move forwards in position or time 
< ^ the date of the meeting} 2 to accelerate the growth or progress of, 
further 3 to raise in rank, promote 4 to supply (money or goods) ahead 
of time or as a loan 5 to bnng (an opinion or argument) forward for 
notice, propose ^ w 1 to go forwards, proceed 2 to make progress 3 to 
nse in rank, position, or importance [ME advauncen, fr OF a^ancier, fr 
(assumed) VL abantiare, fr L ahante before, fr ab- + ante before - more 
at ANFF-] - advancer n 

‘advance n la a moving forward b (a signal for) forward movement (of 
troops) 2a progress in development, an improvement <an ~ in medical 
technique} b aovanclmeni la 3 a friendly or esp an amorous approach 

- usu pi <her attitude discouraged all ^ s> 4 (a provision oQ money or 
goods supplied before a return is received - in advance beforehand 

‘advance adj 1 made, sent, or provided ahead of time 2 going or situated 
ahead of others <an -- party of soldiers} 

advanced adj 1 far on m time or course <a man in years} 2 beyond 
the elementary; more developed chemistry} 

Advanced ,level n, oflen cap L an examination that is the second of 
the 3 levels of the Bntish General Certificate of Education and is a partial 
qualification for university entrance 

advancement /-mant/ n la (a) promotion or elevation to a higher 
rank or position b furtherance towards perfection or completeness <f/ie 
of knowledge} 2 an advance of money or value ['advance < 
-ment] 

advantage /ad'vahntij/ n 1 supenonty of position or condition ^higher 
ground gave the enemy fAc ^ > - often + of or over 2 a benefit, gain; esp 
one resulting from some course of action <a mistake which turned out to 
his ^ > 3 (the score oO the first point won in tennis after deuce (ME 
avantage, fr MF. fr avant before, fr L abante] - to advantage so as to 
produce a favourable impression or effect 

advantageous /,adv(3)n'tayjas/ adj furnishing an advantage; favour- 
able - advantageously adv 

advection /9d'veksh(d)n/ n the horizontal movement of a mass of air 
causing changes esp in its temperature [L advection-, advectio act of 
bringing, fr advectus, pp oXadvehere to carry to, fr ad- vehere to carry 

- more at way] - advectivc /-'vektiv/ adj 

Advent /'advent, -vant/ n 1 the 4-week penod before Chnstmas, 
observed by some Christians as a season of prayer and fasting <tAe second 
Sunday in ^} 2 the coming of Christ to earth as a human being 3 not 
cap a coming into being; an arrival <//ie ^ of spring} [ME, fr ML 
adventus, fr L, arrival, fr adventus, pp] 


Adventism /'advcntiz(a)m, -van-/ n the doctnne that the second coming 
of Christ and the end of the world are near at hand - Adventist adj 
or n 

adventitious /.advan'tishas, -ven-/ adj 1 coming accidentally or cas- 
ually from another source, extraneous 2 occurnng sporadically or in an 
unusual place buds on a plant} [L adventicius coming from outside, 
fr adventus, pp] - adventitiously adv, adventitiousness n 
'adventure /ad'vencha/ n 1 an undertaking involving danger, nsks, and 
uncertainty of outcome, broadly (an) exciting or remarkable expenence 
2 an enterpnsc involving financial nsk [ME aventurcp fr OF, fr (assumed) 
VL adventura, fr L adventus, pp of advenire to arrive, fr ad- ^ ventre lo 
come - more at comf] - adventuresome /-s(d)m/ adj, adventurous adj, 
adventurously adv, adventurousness n 
‘adventure vt to venture, nsk -vi 1 to hazard oneself, dare to go or 
enter 2 to take a nsk 

ad, venture 'playground n a children's playground equipped with 
large interesting often old or disused objects 
adventurer /ad'venchara/, fern adventuress /-ns/ n 1 sby who tgkes 
part in an adventure, esp soldilr of fortune 2 sby who seeks wealth 
or position by unscrupulous means 

adventurism /3d'venchd,nz(d)m/ n nsky improvisation, esp in politics 
- adventurist n, adventuristic /-'nstik/ adj 

adverb /'advuhb/ n a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, another 
adverb, a preposition, a phrase, a clause, or a sentence, and that answers 
such questions as how?, when"^, where?, etc [MF adverbe, fr L adverbium, 
fr ad- f verbum word - more at word] 

adverbial /ad'vuhbi al/ adj of or funcuoning as an adverb - adverbial 
n, adverbially adv 

adversary /'advas(d)n/ n an enemy, opponent, or opposing faction 
adversative /ad'vuhsativ/ adj expressing contrast, opposition, or 
adverse circumstance <rAe ^ conjunction but) - adversatively adv 
adverse /'advuhs, ad'vuhs/ adj 1 acting against or in a contrary direction 
(^hindered by ^ winds} 2 unfavourable cnticism} [ME, fr MF 
advers, fr L adversus, pp of advertere] - adversely /’advuhsli/ adv, 
adverseness n 

adversity /ad'vuhsati/ n a condition of sufTenng, affliction, or hard- 
ship 

'advert /ad'vuht/ vi to make a (glancing) reference or refer casually to - 
fml [ME adverten, fr MF A L; MF advertir, fr L advertere, fr ad- ^ 
vertere to turn - more at 'wor r»] 

‘advert /'advuht/ n, chiefly Br an advertisement 
advertise Advatiez/ vt 1 to make publicly and generally known <'^d 
hei presence by sneezing} 2 to announce (c g an article for sale or a 
vacancy) publicly, esp in the press 3 to encourage sales or patronage of, 
esp by emphasizing desirable qualities 1 to encourage sales or 
patronage, esp by desenption m the mass media 2 to seek for by means 
of advertising [ME advertisen, fr MF advertiss-, stem of advertir] - 
advertiser n 

advertisement /ad'vuhtismant, -tiz-, 'adva,tiezmant/ n a public notice; 
esp one published, broadcast, or displayed publicly to advertise a product, 
service, etc [advertise -r -ment] 

advertising /'adva.tiezing/ n 1 the action of calling sthg to the attenticHi 
of the public, esp by paid announcements 2 advertisements (jthc magazine 
contains much 3 the profession of preparing advertisements for 
publication or broadcast 

advice /ad'vies/ n 1 recommendation regarding a decision or course of 
conduct vmy ^ to you is- don’t do it} 2 communication, esp from a 
distance; intelligence - usu pi 3 an official notice concerning a business 
transaction (a remittance } [ME, fr OF avis opinion, prob fr the phrase 
ce m ’est a vis that appears to me. part trans of L mihi visum est it seemed 
so to me, I decided] 

advisable /ad'viezabi/ adj fitting to be advised or done; prudent - 
■dvisabllity /•za'bibti/ n, advisably adv 
advise /ad'viez/ \t la to give advice to <>-- her to try a drier chmate} 
b to caution, warn < htm against going} 2 to give information or notice 
to, inform <-«' his friends of his intentions} •^vt to give advice (MF 
advisen, fr OF avtser, fr avis] - adviser, advisor n 
advised adj 1 thought out; considered - chiefly in ill-advised, 
well-advised 2 informed - in keep someone advised - advisedly /-zidk/ 
adv 

advisory /9d'vicz(a)ri/ adj 1 having or exercising power to advise 2 
containing or giving advice 

advocaat /'advakah/ n a sweet liqueur consisting chiefly of brandy and 
eggs [D, short for advocatenboml, fr advocaat lawyer -f bond drink, 
bubble, fr borrekn to bubble] 
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advocacy /'advakasi/ n 1 active support or pleading (ber ^ of reformy 
2 the function of an advocate [advocate ^ -cvl 
'advocate /advakat/ n 1 a professional pleader before a tnbunal or court 
2 one who defends or supports a cause or proposal [ME advocat, fr MF. 
fr L advocatuSt fr pp of advocare to summon, fr ad- + vocare to call - 
more at voice] 

’advocate /advakayt/ vt to plead in favour of - advocator n, advocatory 
adj 

advowaon /ad'vowz(a)n/ n the nght of presenting a nominee to a vacant 
benefice in the Church of England [ME. fr OF avoueson, fr ML 
advocation-, advocatio, fr L. act of calling, fr advocatus, pp] 
adytum /'aditam/ n, pi adyta /-to/ the innermost sanctuary in an ancient 
temple; the sanctum (L. fr Gk adyton, neut of adytos not to be entered, 
fr a- + dyan to enter; akin to Skt upa-du to put on] 
adze, NAm cbtefly adz /adz/ n a tool that has the blade at right angles 
to the handle for cutting or shaping wood [ME adse, fr OE adese] 
ae /ay/ adj, chiefly Scot one [ME (northern) a, alter of an] 

•ae Ai, -ee, -le/ suffix n pi) members of the family or subfamily of 
(^Compositaty - in names of animal and some plant families and plant 
subfamihes [NL, fr L, pi of -a. ending of fern nouns and adjectives] 
aedlle /'aydiel/ n an ancient Roman official in charge of public works, 
the grain supply, etc [L aedilis, fr aedes temple - more at edify] 
aegla /'eejis/ n auspices, sponsorship (junder the ^ of the educauon 
department} [L, shield of Jupiter or Minerva, protection, fr Gk aigis 
goatskin, shield of Zeus, perh fr aig-, aix goat; akin to Arm aic goat] 
aegrotat Aegratat/ n an unclassified degree awarded in Bntish universi- 
ties to a student prevented by illness from taking his/her examinations [L. 
he IS ill, fr aegrotare to be ill, fr aegr-, aeger lU] 

-aamia, chiefly NAm -emia /-'eemya, -'eemi-a/ comb form 1 condition 
of having (such) usu abnormal blood (^leukaemia} 2 condition of having 
(sthg specified) usu abnormally in the blood <u/aemia> [NL, fr Gk 
•aimia, fr haima blood] 

aaollan, NAm chiefly eolian /ee'ohlion/ adj borne, deposited, or pro- 
duced by the wind [Aeolus, god of the winds, fr L. fr Gk Aiolos] 
'AaoHan, Ac'olic /-lik/ adj of Aeohs or its inhabitants [Aeohs, AeoJia, 
ancient district of Asia Minor, fr L. fr Gk AioJis] 

’Aaollan n 1 a member of a group of Greek peoples of Thessaly and 
Boeotia that colonized Lesbos and the adjacent coast of Asia Minor 2 
Aeolic, Aeolian a group of anaent Greek dialects used by the Aeo- 
lians 

aa,olian 'harp n a stringed musical instrument on which the wind 
produces varymg harmonics over the same fundamental tone 
aaolotropic /.ee-aloh'tropik/ adj anisotropic [Gk aioIos vanegated] > 
aeoiotropy /.ee-a'lotrapi/ n 

aaon, eon Aeeon. 'ce,on/ n 1 an immeasurably or indefinitely long penod 
of time 2 a unit of geological time equal to 1(XX) million years [L, fr Gk 
aion - more at 'aye] 

aar- /ear-/, aero- comb form 1 air; atmosphere <aerate> (^aerobiology} 2 
gas (aerosof} 3 aircraft (aerodrome} [ME aero-, fr MF, fr L, fr Gk aer-, 
aero-, fr aei] 

aarata Aearayt, -'-/ vt 1 to combine, supply, charge, or impregnate with 
a gas, esp air, oxygen, or carbon dioxide 2 to make effervescent ~ aerator 
n, aeration /ea'ray5h(a)n/ n 

'aarial Aeari-al/ adj la of or occurring in the air or atmosphere b 
consisting of air particles} c growing in the air rather than in the 
ground or water roots} d operating overhead on elevated cables or 
rails (an ^ railway} 2 laclung substance; thin 3a of au’craft 
navigation} b by or from an aircraft photo} 4 lofty spires} - 
poetic 5 ethereal (visions of ^ Joy -?B Shelley) - poetic [L aerius, fr 
Gk aaios, fr aer] - aerially adv 

’aarial n a conductor (e g a wire) or arrangement of conductors designed 
to radiate or receive radio waves television 
aarla Aeari, 'iari/ n an eyne 

aaro Aearoh/ adj of aircraft or aeronautics (an engine} [aer-, 
aero-] 

aarobatica /.eara'batiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the performance 
of feats (e g rolls) in an aircraft [blend of aer- and acnoharjci] - aerobatic 
adj 

aarob# Aearohb/ n an organism (e g a bacterium) that lives only in the 
presence of oxygen [F ahvbie, fr aer- aer- + -We (fr Gk Was life) - more 
at quick] - aerobic /ca'rohbik/ adj 
aarodroma Aeara4rohm/ n, chiefly Br an airfield 
aarodynamloa /.earohdicl'naitiiks, -di-/ n pi but sing or pi in conatr the 
dynamica of the motion of (solid bodies moving tbroijigh) gases (e g air) 


- aerodynamic adj, aerodynamically adv, aerodynamicist /-die'namasist, 
-di-/ n 

aarofoil Aedr3,foyl, -roh-/ n, chiefly Br a bodyj[cg an aircraft wing) 
designed to provide an aerodynamic reaction flight [aer- 
^foil] 

aarogram, aerogramme Aear3,gram/ n air letter 2 
aaroiita Acarajiet/ also aerolith /-Jith/ n a stony meteorite - aerolltic 
/-’litik/ adj 

aaroiogy /ea'robji/ n meteorology - aerological /.eara'lojikl/ adj, aerol- 
ogist /ea'robjist/ n 

aaronaut /'earanawt/ n one who operates or travels in an airship or 
balloon [F aeronaute, fr a6r- aer- Gk nautes sailor - more at nauti- 
cal] 

aarona Utica /.eara'nawtiks/ n pi but sing m constr the art or science of 
flight - aeronautical adj, aeronauticaily adv 
aaroplane Aearaplayn/ n, chiefly Br an aircraft that is heavier than air, 
has nonrotating wings from which it derives its lift, and is mechanically 
propelled (e g by a propeller or jet engine) fi ight [prob fr LGk 
aeroplanes wandering in air, fr Gk aer- pianos wandering, fr planasthai 
to wander - more at planet] 

'aerosol Aeorasol/ n 1 a suspension of fine solid or liquid particles in gas 
(e g fog or smoke) 2 a substance dispersed from a pressurized container 
as an aerosol 3 aerosol container [aer- + *soI\ 

’aerosol vt -11- to write with an aerosol (a slogan ^ led on a waif} 
'aerosol con.tainer n a metal container for substances in aerosol 
form 

'aerosol .pack n aerosol container 

'aerospace Aeoroh, spays/ n 1 (a branch of physical science dealing with) 
the earth's atmosphere and the space beyond 2 the aerospace industry 
’aerospace adj of or relating to aerospace, to vehicles used in aerospace 
or the manufacture of such vehicles, or to travel in aerospace <'^ 
research} ('- medicine} 

Aertex Ae9.teks/ trademark - used for a cellular cotton fabnc 
Aesculapian /,eskyoo'laypi-an/ adj of the healing art. medical [Aes- 
culapius, Greco-Roman god of medicine, fr L, fr Gk Asklepios] 
aesthesia, NAm eatheaia /ees'theezya,^ -zh(y)a/ n the capacity for 
sensation and feeling [NL, back-formation fr anaesthesia] 
aasthssio-, NAm chiefly estheslo- comb form sensation <acsthesio/ogy> 
[Gk aisth^is] 

asstheta, NAm also esthete Aees.theet/ n 1 one who has or professes 
a developed sensitivity to the beautiful in art or nature 2 one who affects 
concern for the arts and indifference to practical affairs [back-formation 
fr aesthetic] 

assthstic /ees'thetik, es-, as-/ also aestbetical /-kl/, NAm also esthetic 
also esthetical adj la of or dealing with aesthetics or the appreciation of 
the beautiful theones} b artistic (a work of value} 2 having a 
developed sense of beauty [G asthettsch, fr NL aestheticus, fr Gk 
aisthetikos of sense perception, fr aisthanesthai to perceive - more at 
audible] - aesthetiodly adv 

aaathaticiam /ees'thetisiz(a)m/, NAm also estheticiam Zees-, es-/ n 1 
the doctnne that the principles of beauty form a fundamental sundard 
pnor to other, esp moral, pnnciples 2 devotion to or emphasis on beauty 
or the cultivation of the arts 

aPSthetiCB /ees'thetiks/, NAm also esthetics Zees-, es-/ n pi but sing or 
pi in constr a branch of philosophy dealing with the nature of the 
beautiful, with judgments concerning beauty and taste, and with theories 
of cnticism in the arts - aesthetician Ath3'tish(a)n/ n 
••stivata, NAm also estivate Aeestivgyt/ vi. of animals, esp insects to 
pass the summer in a state of torpor - ceimpare hibernate [L aestivatus, 
pp of aestivare to spend the summer, fr aestivus of summer, fr aestas 
summer - more at edify] 

aaativation /.eesti'vaysh(a)n/ n the aiyangement of floral parts in a bud 

- compare vernation [aestivate -t' ^ion] 
aathar Aeetha/ n ether 1. 2 

aa'tiology, chiefly NAm etiology /.eeti'olaii/ n (the study oO the causes 
or origin, specif of a disease or abnormal condition [ML aethlogia 
sta^ent of causes, fr Gk aithlogia, fr aitia cause; akin to L aemulus 
rivalling) - aetiologic /.eeti-a'Iojik/, aetiological acj, aetioiogically adv 
af- - see AD- 

afar /afth/ adv or n (from, to, or at) a great distance (saw her ^ 
off} (saw him from '->} [ME afer, fr on feral a distance Staffer from 
a distance] 

affabla /'afabl/ adj 1 being pleasant and relaxed in talking to othen 2 
characterized by ease and friendliness; benign [MF, fr L affabitis, ft a/fari 
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to speak to, fr ad> ^ fan to speak - more at 'ban] - affably adv, affability 
/.afa'bibti/ #i 

affair /a'fco/ n la pi commercial, professional, or public business or 
matters (^world ~ s> b a particular or personal concern <rAar's my not 
yours} 2a a procedure, action, or occasion only vaguely specified b a 
social event, a party <a catered ^ > 3 also affaire, affaire de coeur a 
romantic or passionate attachment between 2 people who are not married 
to each other, often of considerable but limited duration 4 a matter 
causing public anxiety, controversy, or scandal (the Dreyfus > 5 an 
object or collection of objects only vaguely specified - used with a 
desenptive or qualifying term, infml (the house was a 2-storey ^ > [ME 
& MF; ME affaire, fr MF, fr a faire to do] 

'affect Afekt/ n the conscious subjective aspect of an emotion considered 
apart from bodily changes [G affekt, fr L affectus disposition, fr affectus, 
PP] 

'affect /a'fckt/ vt 1 to be given to flashy clothes} 2 to put on a 
pretence of (being), feign indifference} (^ the expenenced traveller) 
(MF A L; MF affecter to aim at, fr L affectare, fr affectus, pp of afficere 
to inHuence, fr ad- + facere to do - more at 'do] 

'affect vt to have a material effect on nr produce an alteration in 
(paralysis ^ cd his limbs} 2 to act on (e g a person or his/her mind or 
feelings) so as to effect a response <was deeply by the news} 
affectation /,afek'taysh(3)n/ n 1 an insincere display (e g of a quality 
not really possessed) (the of nghteous indignation} 2 a deliberately 

assumed peculianty of speech or conduct, an artificiality 
affected /a'fektid/ adj 1 inclined, disposed towards ~ chiefly in 
well-affected, ill afferted 2a given to affectation b assumed artificially or 
falsely; pretended (an interest in art} - affectedly adv, affected- 
nesa n 

affecting /a'fekting/ adj evoking a strong emotional response, moving 
' affectingly adv 

'affection /a'feksh(3)n/ n 1 emotion as compared with reason - often pi 
with sing, meaning 2 tender and lasting attachment; fondness (she had 
a deep ^ for her parents} [ME, fr MF affection, fr L affection-, affectio, 
fr affectus, pp] ~ affectional adj, affectionally adv 
'affection n a disease, malady, or other bodily condition 
affectionate /9'feksh(a)n9t/ adj 1 showing affection or warm regard, 
loving 2 proceeding from affection, tender care} - affectionately 
adv 

affective /a'fektiv/ adj 1 of, ansing from, or influencing affect, emo- 
tional disorders} 2 expressing emotion language} - affectively 
adv, affectlvity /.afek'tivati/ n 

afferent /afarant/ adj bearing or conducting (nervous impulses) inwards 
(towards the brain) - compare ffferent [L afferent-, afferens, prp of 
afferre to bnng to, fr ad- f ferre to bear - more at ^bf.ar] - afferently 
adv 

affiance /aTie-ans/ vt to promise (oneself or another) solemnly m 
marriage; betroth [MF afiancer, fr afiance trust, fr after to trust, fr ML 
affidare, fr L ad- + (assumed) VL fidare to trust - more at HANct] 
affidavit /.afl'dayvit/ n a sworn written statement for use as judicial 
proof [ML. he has made an oath, fr affidare] 

'affiliate /aTiliayt/ vt to atuch as a member or branch - ^ to or with 
(the union is d to the TUC) ^ vi to connect or associate oneself with 
imother, often in a dependent or subordinate position, combine [ML 
affiliatus, pp of affiliare to adopt as a son, fr L ad- f filius son - more 
at feminine] - aflUiation /-'aysh(3)n/ n 
'affiliate /a'filiayt, -at/ n an affiliated person or organization 
af,f ili'ation .order /a.rili'aysh(a)n/ n a legal order that the father of an 
illegitimate child must pay towards its maintenance 
affinity /aTinati/ n 1 sympathy 2a (this mystenous ^ between us} 2 
an attraction, esp between substances, causing them to combme chemi- 
cally 3 resemblimce based on relationship or causal connection [ME 
affinite, fr MF or L; MF afinite, fr L affinitas, fr affims bordering on, 
related by marriage, fr ad- + finis end, border] 
affirm /afuhm/ vt la to validate, confirm b to sute positively 2 to 
assert (e g a judgment of a lo^er court) as valid; ratify - vj 1 to testify 
by afTiimation 2 to uphold a judgment or decree of a lower court [ME 
affermen, fr MF afermer, fr L afffrmare, fr ad- + firmare to make firm, 
fr ffrmus firm - more at 'firm] - afflraiabie adj, afflnaanee n 
affirmation /3fa'maysh(»)n/ n 1 sthg affirmed; a positive assertion 2 
a solemn declaration made by sby who conscientiously declines taking an 
oath [affirm + -ation] 

'affirmative /a'fuhmativ/ ac(j 1 asserting or answenng that the fact is 
so (gave an ^ nod} 1 favouring or supporting a proposition or motion 


(an ^ vote) 3 chiefly NAm positive (an ^ responsibility) - affirma* 
tively adv 

'affirmative n 1 an expres.sion (e g the word yes) of agreement or assent 
2 an affirmative proposition 

'affix /a'fiks/ vt 1 to attach (physically) (-a stamp to a letter)-, esp lo 
add in wnting (-^ a signature) 2 to impress / cd his seat) [ML affixare, 
fr L affixus, pp of affigere to fasten to, fr ad- ^ ffgere lo fasten - more 
at dyke] - afinxable adj, afflxment, affixation /,afik'saysh(a)n/, affixture 
Afikscha/ n 

'affix Afiks/ /I 1 an addition to the beginning or endDf or an insertion 
in a word or root to produce a derivative word or inflectional form 2 an 
appendage - affixal /’afiksai/, affixial /a'fiksi al/ adj 
afflatus /a'flaytas/ n divine imparting of knowledge or mental power; 
inspiration [L. act of blowing or breathing on. fr afflatus, pp of afflare 
to blow on, fr ad- ^ flare to blow - more at 'biowJ 
afflict /a'flikt/ vt 1 to distress so severely as to cause persistent suffenng 
2 to trouble <^ed with shyness/ [ME afflicten to overthrow, ft L 
afflictus, pp of affligere to cast down, fr ad- » fligere to stnke - more at 
PROFLIGA rt] 

affliction /a'fliLsh(3)n/ n 1 great suffering 2 a cause of persistent pain 
or distress [afflict -ion] 

affluent Afloo ant/ adj 1 flowing in abundance 2 having a generously 
sufficient supply of matenal possessions, wealthy (our ^ society} [ME, 
fr MF, ft L affluent-, affluens, prp of affluere to flow to, flow abundantly, 
fr ad- + fluere to flow - more at fluid] - affluence /-ans/, affluency 
/-ansi/ n, affluently adv 

afford /a'fawd/ vt la to be able to do or to bear without senous harm 

- esp ♦ can (you can't - to neglect your health} b to be able to bear 
the cost of (-^ a new coat} 2 to provide, supply (her letters ^ no clue 
to her intentions) [ME aforthen, fr OE geforthian to carry out, fr ge-, 
perfective prefix v forthian to carry out, fr forth - more at co . forth] 

- aftordable adj 

afforest /a'fonst/ vt to establish or plant forest cover on [ML affor- 
estarc, ft L ad- f ML forestis forest - more at forest] - afforcaUtion 
/a,fon’staysh(a)n/ n 

affranchise /a'ftanchie// vt to set free, enfranchise [modif of MF 
afranchiss-, stem of afranchir, fr a- (ft L ad-) + franchir to free - more 
at franchise] 

affray /a’ftay/ n a (public) brawl [ME, fr MF, ft affreer to startle] 
affricate /'afrikat/ n a composite speech sound consisting of a stop and 
an immediately following fncative (eg the A/ and /sh/ that are the 
con.stituents of the Ash/ in why choose) [prob fr G affnkata, fr L 
affneata, fern of affneatus, pp of affneare lo rub against, fr ad- + frKare 
to rub - more at friction] - affrication /.afti'kayshfaln/ n, affncatiTc 
/a'fnkativ/ n or adj 

affront /a'frunt/ vt to insult by openly insolent or disrespectful behaviour 
or language, give offence lo [ME afronten. fr MF afronter to defy, fr 
(assumed) VL atlroniarc, Ir L ad- t front-, frons forehead - more at 
brink] - affront n 

Afghan /'afgan/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Afghanistan 2 Pashto 3 
not cap a blanket or shawl of coloured wool knitted or crocheted in stnps 
or squares 4 Afghan, Afghan hound a tall hunting dog with a coat of silky 
thick hair [Pashto afghani] - Afghan ^dj 

afghani /afgahni/ n, pi afghanis — f Afghanistan at nationality 
[Pashto afghani, lit , Af^ghan] 

aficionado /a.rishy3'nahdoh/,| fern afleionada /-'nahdo/ n, pi afi> 
cionadoa, fem aficionadas a devotee, fan s of the bullfight} [Sp, fr pp 
of affeionar lo inspire affection, fr aficion aflfection, fr L affection-, affectio 

- more at affection] 

afiaid /a'feeld/ adv 1 to, in. or on the field 2 (far) away from home, 
abroad 3 out of the way. astray y^irrelevant remarks that earned us far 
-- > [ME afelde, fr OE on feJda, fr on + fdda, dat of feld field] 
afire /oTic-d/ adj or adv on fire < ^ with enthusiasm} 
aflame /a'flaym/ adj or adv afire 

aflatoxin /.afb'toksm/ n any of several poisons that are produced by 
moulds (eg in badly stored peanuts) and cause (liver) cancers [NL 
Aspergillus flavus, species of mould ^ E toxin] 
afloat /aHoht/ adj or adv la borne (as lO on the water or air b at sea 
or on ship 2 free of debt 3 circulating alxmt, rumoured (nasty stones 
were ^ > 4 flooded with or submerged under water [ME aflot, ft OE on 
flot, fr on -F flot, fr Hot deep water, sea; akin to OE ffwtan to float - more 
at FI eft] 

aflutter /a'fluU/ adj fluttenng 

afoot /atoot/ adv or adj 1 on fool 2 (in the process oO happening; astir 
(there’s trouble ^ } 
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afor# /aYiw/ adv, conj, or prep, chiefly dial before [ME, fr OE onforan, 
fr on + foran before - more at beforf] 
aforamantionad /o'faw^nenshmd/ adj mentioned previously 
aforaaald /a'faw,sed/ adj aforementioned 

aforathought /a'faw,thawt/ adj premeditated, deliberate - fml; esp in 
with malice aforethought 

a fortiori /ay fawti'awri/ adv with still greater reason or certainty - used 
in drawing a conclusion that is inferred to be even more certain than 
another <r? he can afford a house, ^ . he c-an afford a tenty [NL, lit . from 
the stronger (argument)] 

At r- - see afro- 

afraid /a'frayd/ adj 1 filled with fear or apprehension of 
machines^ for his job} 2 regretfully of the opinion - in apology for 
an utterance </*m ^ I won’t be able to go} [ME affraied, fr pp of affraien 
to frighten, fr MF affreer] 

afraat /afreet, a'frect/, afrit /a’fnt/ n a powerful evil spint or monster 
in Arabic mythology [Ar ’ifnt] 
afraah /afresh/ adv anew, again [ME. fr *a- i- fresh] 

African /afnkan/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Afnca [ME, fr L 
Afhcanus, fr Afnca] - Africanness /-ms/ n 

Africander, Afrikander /^fri’kanda/ n (any oO a breed of tall red 
large-homed southern African cattle [Afnk Afnkaner, Afnkaander, lit . 
Afrikaner] 

Africanism /'afnka,niz(a)m/ /i 1 a charactenstic feature of Afncan 
culture or language 2 allegiance to the traditions, interests, or ideals of 
Africa 

Africanist /afrikamst/ n a specialist in Afncan cultures or languages 
African-iza, -iae /'afnka.niez/ vt to make Afncan; esp to bnng under 
(Black) African control - Africanization /-nie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
African violet n any of several tropical Afncan plants grown as 
houseplants for their velvety leaves and showy purple, pink, or white 
flowers 

Afrikaans /^fn'kahnz/ n a language of S Afnca developed from 17th-c 
Dutch [Afnk, fr afrikaans, adj. Afncan, fr obs Afnk afnkamsch, fr L 
africanus] 

Afrikaner /afn'kahna/ n an Afnkaans-speaking S Afncan of European, 
esp Dutch, descent [Afnk, lit., African, fr L a/hcanus] 
,Afri'kanardom /-dam/ n the political and social supremacy of Afnkan- 
ers in S Africa 
afrit /a'fnt/ n an afreet 

Afro /afroh/ n or adj, pi Afros (a hairstyle) shaped into a round curly 
bushy mass [prob fr Alro-Amencan] 

Afro- /afroh-/, Afir- comb form Afncan <Afro-A/nen'can); Afncan and 
<Afro-Asiaric> [L Afr-, Afer] 

,Afro-Aai'atic adj of or constituting a family of languages compnsing 
Semitic, Egyptian, Berber, Cushitic, and Chad 
*aft /ahft/ adv near, towards, or in the stem of a ship or the tail of an 
aircraft ship [ME afie back, fr OE atftan from behind, behind; akin 
to OE aefler] 

*aft atfj rearward; ‘after 2 <rAe decksy ship 
'after /ahfta/ adv 1 behind lb (mourners follow - - SEU 5> 2 
afterwards [ME, fr OE xfler, akin to OHG afiar after] 

^ftar prep 1 behmd in place or order (shut the door -- youy - used in 
yiriding precedence youty or in asking for the next turn < ^ you with 
thepent^ 2a following in time; later than breakfasty b continuously 
succeeding <saw play ^ playy c in view or m spite of (sthg^preceding) 
(^ all ouradvicey 3 - used to indicate the goal or purpose of an action 
(go ^ goldy 4 so as to resemble: e g a in accordance with b in allusion 
to the name of c in the charactenstic manner of d in imitation of 5 about, 
concerning (aak ^ his healthy 
*aftar conj later than the time when 

*aftfrr adj 1 later, subsequent (in years) 2 located towards the rear or 
stem of a ship, aircraft, etc 

Aft*r ‘•il adv 1 in spite of everything 2 it must be remembered (he can’t 
jwim hut, he’s only 2> 

'frftgr.birth /-.buhth/ n the placenta and foetal membranes expelled after 
delivery of a baby, young animal, etc 

'•ftgrbumfrr /-.buhna/ n a device in a jet engine for providing 
raheat 


'frft#r,oarw AJeea/ n the care, treatment, etc given to people discharged 
from a hospital or other institution 

'gfttrgf.fgot Ai/ekt/ n an effect that follows its cause after an interval 
of time 

*6ftgr,0l6w A,gtoh/ n 1 a glow remaining (e g in sky) where a light 


source has disappeared 2 a vestige of past splendour, success, or happy 
emotion 

.aftar-'hours adj or adv (done or operating) after closing time 
'aftar.lmage /-.imij/n a usu visual sensation remaining after stimulation 
(c g of the retina) has ceased 

‘aftar.llfa /-.lief/ n 1 an existence after death 2 a later penod in one's 
life 

‘aftar.math A,mahth, -.math/ n 1 a second growth of forage after the 
harvest of an earlier crop 2 a consequence, result 3 the penod immedi- 
ately following a usu ruinous event (in the of the wary [*afler + math 
(mowing, crop)] 

'aftermost A.mohst/ adj farthest aft 

.after'noon A'noohn/ n the time between noon and sunset - afternoon 
adj 

.after'noons adv. chiefly NAm in the afternoon repeatedly, on any 
afternoon (-^ he usually slepty 
afters /ahftaz/ n pi, Br a dessert -- infml 

'after-, shave n (a) usu scented lotion for use on the face after shav- 
ing 

'aftertaste /-.tayst/ n persistence of a flavour or impression (the bitter 
of a quarreiy 

'afterthought /-.thawl/ n 1 an idea occumng later 2 sthg added 
later 

'afterwards /-woodz/ adv after that, subsequently, thereafter (for 
years — > 

'afterword /-.wuhd/ n epilogue 1 

again /a'gayn, a'gen/ adv 1 so as to be as before (put it back ^>2 
another time; once more 3 on the other hand (he might go, and he 
might noty 4 further; in addition (could eat as much -> [ME. 
opposite, again, fr OE ongean opposite, back, fr on f gen, gean still, again; 
akin to OE gean- against, OHG gegin against, towards] 
a, gain and a'gain adv often, repeatedly 

'against /a'gaynst, a'genst/ prep la in opposition or hostility to (the rule 
^ smokingy b unfavourable to <A/5 appearance is ^ himy c as a defence 
or protection from (warned them ^ opening the boxy 2 compared or 
contrasted with (cost only £2, as £3 at home} 3a in preparation or 
provision for (saving ^ his retiremenl^ b with respect to, towards 
(customs which had the force of law both landlord and tenanty 4 (in 
the direction of and) in contact with (rain beat -- the windowsy (leaning 
the wall} 5 in a direction opposite to the motion or course of, counter 
to (swam ^ the lidey 6 in exchange for [ME, alter of agames, fr 
again] 

’against adj 1 opposed to a motion or measure 2 unfavourable to a 
specified degree, esp unfavourable to a win (the odds are 2 to I ~ > 
Aga Khan /.ahga 'kahn/ n the leader of a Shiite sect of Muslims [Turk 
aga lord, master] 

agamic /ay'gamik, a-/ adj asexual, parthenogenetic [Gk agamos unmar- 
ned, fr a- + gamos marriage - more at bigamy] - agsmically adv 
agapanthus /.aga'panthas/ n any of several Afncan plants of the lily 
family with umbels of showy blue or purple flowers [NL, genus name, 
fr Gk agape » anthos flower - more at anthology] 

'agape /a'gayp/ adj 1 wide open; gaping 2 in a state of wonder with 
expectationy ['a- i 'gape] 

’agape /a'gahpay, 'ahg9.pay/ n love feast [LL. fr Gk agape, lit., love, 
fr agapan to welcome, love] - agapeic /.ahga'payik/ adj 
agar, .agar 'Jelly /aygah/ n agar-agar. 

agar-agar /.aygahr 'aygah/ n a gelations extract from any of vanous 
red algae used esp in culture medi$ or as a gelling agent in foods 
[Malay] 

agaric /agank, a'gank/ n any of a fadlly of fungi (e g the common edible 
mushroom) with an umbrella-shaped bap [L agaricum, a fungus, fr Gk 
agankon] 

agate Zagat, 'agayt/ n 1 a mineral used as a gem composed of quartz of 
vanous colours, often arranged in bands 2 sthg made of or fitted with 
agate [MF, fr L achates, fr Gk achal^] 
agave /a'gayvi/ n any of a N or S American genus of plants of the daffodil 
faipily with spiny leaves [NL Agave, genus name, fr L, a daughter of 
Cadmus in mythology, fr Gk Agaue] 

'age /ayj/ n la the length of time a person has lived or a thing existed 
<a boy to years of b the time of life at which some particular 
qualification, power, or capacity arises (the voting is tfy c a stage of 
life (the 7 ~s of man} 2 a generation (the -^s to come) 3 a period of 
time dominated by a central figure or prominent feature (the ^ of 
Pericleay. e g a a period in history (the steam •^y b a cultural period 
marked by the prominence of a specified item <rAea/ 0 JD/c ~ > c a division 
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of geological time, usu shorter than an epoch 4 an individual's develop- 
ment in terms of the years required by an average individual for similar 
development <^a mentnl ^ o/‘6> 5 a long time - usu pi with sing meaning, 
infml (^haven't seen him for -^s) [ME, fr OF aage, fr (assumed) VL 
aetaticum, fr L aetat-, aetas, fr aevum lifetime - more at 'ayc] - of age 
of legal adult status 

’age vb aging, ageing /'ayjing/ vi 1 to become old; show the effects of 
increasing age <Ae's --d terribly since you last saw him') 2 to become 
mellow or mature, npen (jthis cheese has for nearly 2 years'; ~ vr 1 
to cause to seem old, esp prematurely <///ness has -^d himy 2 to bnng 
to a state Tit for use or to matunty 

•age /-ij/ suffix (- n) 1 aggregate or collection of <baggage> <acr«ige> 
2a action or process of </iau/age> b cumulative result of 
<brcaA:age> <vp///age> c rate or amount of <do 5 age> 3 house or place of 
<jorphana%ty 4 condition or rank of <bo/idage></)ee/age> 5 fee or charge 
for <po5rage> (jwharhgey [ME, fr OF, fr L -aticum] 
aged /'ayjid; sense lb ayjd/ adj 1 grown old eg a of an advanced age 
b having attained a specified age <a man - 40 years) 2 typical of old age 
</>/5 ^ steps) ~ ag^ness n 

ageless /ayjlis/ adj 1 never growing old or showing the effects of age 
2 timeless, eternal truths) - agelesaly adv, agelessness n 
agency /'aypnsi/ n 1 a power or force through which a result is 
achieved, instrumentality (communicated through the - of his ambassa- 
dor) 2 the function or place of business of an agent or representative 3 
an establishment that does business for another (an advertising 
agenda /a'jenda/ n 1 a list of items to be discussed or business to be 
transacted (e g at a meeting) 2 a plan of procedure; a programme [L. pi 
of agendum, n^ui of Rgendus, gerundive of agere] - agendaless adj 
agent /'ayjant/ n la sthg or sby that produces an effect or that acts or 
exerts power b a chemically, physically, or biologically active substance 

2 a person who acts for or in the place of another by authonty from 
him,^er e g a a business representative b one employed by or controlling 
an agency (my literary ^ > 3a a representative of a government b a spy 
[ME, fr ML agent-, agens, fr L, prp of agere to drive, lead, act, do, akin 
to ON aka to travel in a vehicle. Gk agein to dnve. lead] 

agentive /’aypntiv/ adj or n (of or being) a linguistic form indicating the 
doer of an action (e g the suffix -er in singer) 
agent provocateur /.ahzhonh provoka'tuh, .ayjant (Fr ajo provo- 
katoeir)/ n, pi agents provocateurs /—/a person employed to incite 
suspected people to some open action that will make them liable to 
punishment [F, lit , provoking agent] 

,age of con'sent n the age at which one is legally competent to give 
consent, specif that at which a person, esp a female, may consent to sexual 
intercourse 

,age of 'reason n 1 often cap AAR a penod charactenzed by the 
repudiation of religious, social, and philosophical beliefs not founded on 
reason; esp the I8th c in Europe - compare cnlighilnmiiNT 2 the tunc 
of life when one bcguis lo be able lo disiinguish nghi trom wrong 
'age*, old adj having existed lor ages, ancient 

'agglomerate /a'glomarayt/ vb to (cause to) gather into a cluster or 
disorderly mass [L agglomeratus, pp of agglomerare to heap up, join, fr 
ad- 4 glomer-, glomus ball] 

’ag'glomerate /-rat/ adj gathered into a ball, mass, or cluster 
’ag'glomerate /-rat/ n 1 a disorderly mass or collection 2 a rock 
composed of irregular volcanic fragments 

agglomeration /9,glom3'raysh(9)n/ n a mass or cluster of disparate 
elements [AOOLOMLRArE f -ion] - agglomerative /a'glomarstiv/ adj 
agglutinate /9'gloohti,nayt/ vr 1 to cause to stick, fasten together (as 
lO with glue 2 to combine into a compound; attach to a base as an. affix 

3 to cause to undergo agglutination •>' vi to form words by agglutination 
[L agglutinatus, pp of agglutinare to glue to, fr ad- 4 gluUnare to glue, 
fr glutin-, gluten glue - more at gluten] > agglutinability 
/a.gloohtina'bibti/ n 

agglutination / 9 ,gloohti'naysh(a)n/ n 1 the formation of compound 
words by combining (parts of) other words which already have a single 
definite meaning 2 the coHe^ition of red blood cells or other minute 
suspended particles into clumps, esp as a response to a specific antibody 
[agglutinate 4 - -ion] - igglutiMtlve /a'gloohtinativ/ adj 
agglutinin /a'gloohtinin/ n a substance producing biological agglutina- 
tion [ISV agglutination + -m] 

aggrand'ize, -Im /a'grandiez, 'agr»n-/ vt 1 to give a false air of greatness 
to; praise highly (^dthe one and disparaged the other) 2 to enhance the 
power, wealth, position, or reputation of [F agrandiss-, stem of agrandir, 
fr a- (fr L ad-) 4- gnndir to increase, fr L gnndire, fr grandis great] - 
iggraiulizeiiient /a'grandtznunt/ n 


/ aggravate /agravayt/ vt 1 to make worse or more severe 2 to annoy, 
irritate [L aggravates, pp of aggravare to make heavier, fr ad- 4 gravare 
to burden, fr gravis heavy > more at 'grievf] - aggravation 
/-'vaysh(9)n/ n 

'aggregate Agngot/ adj formed by the collection of units or particles 
into a body, mass, or amount, eg a of a flower clustered in a dense mass 
or head bofa fruit formed from the several ovaries of a single flower c 
taking all units as a whole, total earnings) sales) [ME aggregat, 
fr L aggregates, pp of aggregare to add to, fr ad- 4 greg-, grex flock - 
more at gregarious] - aggregately adv, aggregatencM n 
’aggregate /'agn.gayt/ vt 1 to bnng together into a mass or whole 2 to 
amount to (a specified toul) - aggregative adj, aggregation /-'gaysh(9)n/ 
n, aggregational adj 

’aggregate Agngat/ n 1 a mass of loosely associated parts; an assem- 
blage 2 the whole amount, the sum total 3 a a rock composed of closely 
packed mineral crystals b sand, gravel, etc for mixing with cement to 
make concrete S ' buii ding c a clustered mass of individual particles 
of vanous shapes and sizes that is considered to be the basic structural 
unit of soil 

aggrennion /s'greshan/ n 1 a hostile attack; esp one made without just 
cause 2 attack, encroachment; esp unprovoked violation by one country 
of the terntory of another 3 hostile, injurious, or destructive behaviour 
or outlook [L aggression-, aggressio, fr aggressus, pp of aggredt to attack, 
fr ad- 4 gradi to step, go - more at grade] - aggrenaor n 
aggressive /a'gresiv/ adj la tending towards or practising aggression 
(an - foreign policy) b ready to attack (an ^ fighter) 2 forceful, 
dynamic (an ^ salesman) - aggressively adv, aggressiveness n 
aggrieve /a'greev/ vt 1 to give pain or trouble to; distress 2 to inflict 
injury on USE usu pass [ME agreven, fr MF agrever, fr L aggravare to 
make heavier] 

ag'grieved adj showing or expressing resentment; hurt - aggrievediy 
/-vidli/ adv 

aggro /"agroh/ n, chiefly Br 1 provocation, hostility 2 deliberate 
aggression or violence USE infml [by shortening k alter fr aggravation 
or aggression] 

aghast /a'gahst/ adj suddenly struck with terror or amazement; shocked 
(stood by ^ as the building collapsed) [ME agast, fr pp of agasten to 
frighten, fr a- (perfective prefix) < gasten to fnghten, fr gast, gost 
ghost] 

agile /'ajiel/ adj 1 quick, easy, and graceful in movement 2 mentally 
quick and resourceful [MF, fr L agilis, fr agere to dnve, act - more at 
agei^] - agilely adv, agility /9'jibti/ n 
agin /a'gm/ prep, dial Br against 

agio /'ajioh/ n, pi agios a premium or percentage paid for the exchange 
of one currency for another [It, alter of It dial, lajje, fr MGk aJIagion 
exchange, fr Gk allage exchange, fr alios other - more at else] 
agiotage /'apU}/ n l the business of money exchange 2 the specubtive 
buying or selling of stocks [F, fr agioter lo practise stockjobbing, fr agio 
stockjobbing, fr It] 

agitate /'ajitayt/ vt 1 to move, shake 2 to exate and often trouble the 
mind or feelings of; disturb ^ vi to work to arouse public feeling for or 
against a cause ('-d for better schools) [L agitatus, pp of agitare, freq 
of agere to dnve - more at agent] - agitatedly /-.taytidli/ adv, agitation 
/,aji'taysh(9)n/ n, agitational adj 

agitator /'ajitayta/ n 1 sby who stirs up public feclmg on controversial 
issues (political ^s> 2 a device or apparatus for stirring or shaking 
[agitate 4 '-or] 

agitprop Ajikprop, ,-'-/ n (pro-communist) political propaganda, esp in 
the arts [Russ, office of agitation and propaganda, fr agitatsiya agitation 
4 propaganda] - agitprop adj 

aglet /'agbt/ n a (metal) tag attached to the end of a lace, cord, or ribbon 
[ME aglet, fr MF aguillette, aiguiUette, dim. of aguille, aiguille needle, fr 
LL acicula, acucula ornamental pin, dim. of L acus needle, pin - more 
at acute] 

agley /s'glay, a'glee/ adv, chiefly Scot awry, wrong (the best-laid schemes 
o’ mice an' men gang aft ^ - Robert Bums) [Sc, lit., squintingly, fr 'a- 
4 gley to squint] 

aglow /9'gloh/ adj radiant with warmth or excitement 
AQM n an annual general meeting (e g of a society or company) 
agnail /'agnayl/ n a sore or inflammation about a fingernail or toenail; 
also a hangnail [ME, com on the foot or toe, fr OE angnxgl, ft ang- (akin 
to enge narrow, tight, painful) 4 naegl metal nail - more at anger, 
nail] 

agnosia /ag'nozh(y)9/ n a disturbance of perception caused esp by 
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oeurologicil dysfunction [NL, fr Gk agnosia ignorance, fr a- ^ gnosis 
knowledge] 

'•gnostic /ag'nostik, ag-/ n sby who holds the view that any ultimate 
reality is unknown and prob unknowable; also one who doubts the 
existence of God [modif of Gk agnostos unknown, unknowable, fr a- > 
gnostos known, fr gignoskein to know - more at know] > agnoatleism 
/tif'no8tiBiz(a)ni, ag-/ n 

’•gnostic adj of or being an agnostic or the beliefs of agnostics 
Agnus Dol /,agnas 'day^ee/ ji a liturgical prayer addressed to Chnst as 
Saviour, often set to music <r/re ^ firom Bach’s B Minor Massy [ME, fr 
LL, lamb of God; fr its opening words] 

•go /a'goh/ adJ or adv earlier than now < 10 years ^ > <Aow long ^ did 
they leave?} [ME agon, ago, fr pp of agon to pass away, fr OE agan, fr 
a* (perfective preflx) * gan to go - more at 'go] 

•gog /a'gog/ adj full of intense anticipation or excitement; eager <rhe 
court was « with gossip, scandal and intngue - TLS) [MF en gogues 
in mirth] 

-•gogus Aagog/ comb form (- n) 1 substance that promotes the 
secretion or expulsion of <eininenagogue> 2 leader; guide </>edagogue> 
- sometimes derog <(/einagogue> [F Sl NL; F. fr LL -agogus inducing, 
leading, fr Gk -agogos, fr agein to lead; NL -agogon, fr Gk, neut of -agogos 
> more at agent] 

•gonic /a'gonik/, agonic line n an imaginary line connecting points 
where there is no magnetic declination [Gk agonos without angle, fr a- 
+ gonia angle - more at -gon] 

•gonist Aaganist/ n 1 a muscle that is restncted by the action of an 
antagonistic muscle with which it is paired 2 a sutetance capable of 
combining with a receptor on the surface of a (nerve) cell and initiating 
a reaction USE compare antagonist [LL agonista competitor, fr Gk 
agdmstes, fr agonizesthai to contend, fr agon\ in both these senses, prob 
back-formation fr antagonist] 

•gonfstic /3ga'nistik/, agonistical /-kl/ adj argumentative - agonlsti- 
caUy adv 

•gOfi*ilU, -Ik /'aganiez/ vt to cause to suffer agony ^vi 1 to sufter agony 
or anguish 2 to make a great effort [MF agoniser to be in agony, fr LL 
agottizare, fr Gk agonizethai, fr agonia] 

'•gon-lz^d, -iacd adj characterized by, suffering, or expressing agony 
•gonizing, -ising /’aganiezing/ adj causing agony; painful <a/i 
reappraisal of his poliaesy - agonlzfngly adv 
•gony Aagani/ n 1 intense and often prolonged pain or suffering of mind 
or body; anguish 2 the struggle that precedes deatb <Ai5 last ~ > [ME 
agonic, fr LL agonia, fr Gk agonia struggle, anguish, fr agon gathering, 
contest for a prize, fr agein to lead, celebrate - more at agent] 
'•gorg fagm/ n, pi agorae, agorM /-n/ a gathering place for popular 
political assembly in ancient Greece jGk - more at gregarious] 
’•gorg /^ga'rah/ n, pi agorot /-'roht/ Israel at nationality [NHeb 
igorah, fr Heb, a small coin] 

•gorgphobig /^gra'fohbi-a/ n abnormal dread of being in open spaces 
[NL, fr Gk agora -f NL phobia] - agoraphobic n or adj, agoraphobe 
/agr3,fohb/ n 

•gouti /a'goohti/ n, pi agouHa, esp collectively agouti 1 a tropical 
American rodent about the size of a rabbit 2 a colour of fiir resulting from 
the barring of each hair in alternate dark and light bands [F, fr Sp aguti, 
fr Guarani] 

•grgnulocytt /ay'granyoob,siet/ n any of various white blood cells 
with cytoplasm that does not contain conspicuous granules - compare 
GRANULOCYTE * agruunlocytic A'sitik/ adj ^ 

'•grgrign /a'greari-on/ adj 1 of or relating to (the tenure oQ fiel^ 2 
(characteristic) of farmers or agricultural life or interests [L agrarius, fr 
agr-, itger field - more at acre] 

’•grarlgn ji a member of an agranan party or movement 
•grgrigfilsffi /9'gre9ri-34iiz(a)ni/ n a movement to bring about land 
reforms (e g by the redistribution of land) 

igrgg /a'gree/ vr 1 to admit, concede - usu ^ a clauM </ that you’re 
righty 2 to bring into harmony 3chief7y8rtocometotennson,u8uafter 
discusrion; accept by mutual consent <rAe following articles were ^d - 
Winston Churchill) ^ vi 1 to give assent; accede - often + to to your 
pitgxjsaly 2a to be of one mind > often -t- with </ « with youy h to get 
along together c to decide together <- on blue for the kitcheny 3a to 
correspond b to be consistent 4 to suit the health - with ^onions don’t 
with me) 5 to correspond in grammatical gender, number, case, or 
person [ME Jigreen, fr MF agreer, fr a- (fr L ad-) + gre will, pleasure, 
fr L gntum, neut <k gratua pleasing, agreeable - more at grace] 
igrtfiblg /a'gree>3bl/ adj 1 to one's liking; pleasing 2 willing to agree 
or cohseni - agbagbleneai o, agreeably adv 


•groed /a'gned/ adj 1 arranged by consent <the ^ p/an) 2 of the joint 
opinion <i/} this we are ^y 

•'groomont Amant/ n la harmony of opinion or feeling b correspon- 
dence between the copy and the originafy 2a an arrangement laying 
down terms, conditions, etc b a treaty 3 (the language or document 
embodying) a legally binding contract [agree + -ment] 

•gricultur* /'agri,kulch3/ n the theory and practice of cultivating and 
producing crops from the soil and of raising livestock [F, fr L agricultura, 
fr agr-, ager field 4- culture cultivation - more at acre, culture] - 
agricultural /.agri'kulcharal/ adj, agriculturally adv, agriculturist 
/-'kulcharist/, agriculturalist /-'kulcharalist/ n 
•grlmony /'agnmani/ n any of a genus of plants of the rose family with 
spikes of yellow flowers; also a similar or related plant [ME, fr MF ft L; 
MF aigremoine, fr L agnmonia, MS var of argemonia, fr Gk arge- 
mon^ 

•gro- comb form 1 fields; soil, agnculture <agro/ogy> 2 agncultural and 
(jagro-industnaiy [F, fr Gk, fr agros field - more at acre] 
agronomy /a'gronami/ n a branch of agriculture dealing with field-crop 
production and soil management [prob fr F agronomic, fr agro- + -nomie 
-nomy] - agronomic /.agra'nomil^ adj, agronomically adv, agronomist 
/a'gronamist/ n 

aground /a'grownd/ adv or adj on or onto the shore or the bottom of 
a body of water </he ship ran •^y [ME, fr 'a- ^ ground] 

•gua /'aygyooh/ n a (malanal) fever with regularly recurring attacks of 
chills and sweating [ME, fr MF ague, fr ML (febns) acuta, lit , sharp 
fever, fr L, fern of acutus sharp - more at acute] - aguish /'ay.gyooh ish/ 
adj 

ah /ah oBen prolonged/ interj - used to express delight, relief, regret, or 
contempt [ME] 

aha /ah'hah/ inteij - used to express surprise, triumph, derision, or 
amused discovery [ME] 

ahaad /a'hed/ adv or adj la in a forward direction b in front (^the road 
^ > 2 in, into, or for the future (plan ^y 3 in or towards a better position 
(get of the resty ['a- + head] 

a'haad of prep 1 in front or advance of his timey 2 better than 
•ham /a’hoom/ inteij - used esp to attract attention or express mild 
disapproval [imit] 

A-horizon /ay/ n mineral matenal mixed with humus forming the 
surface layer of soil 

ahoy /a'hoy/ inteij - used chiefly by seamen as a greeting or warning 
(land ^ y [a- (as in aha) + hoy, inteij, a cry for attention] 

Ahura Mazda /.ah-hooora 'mazda/ n the Supreme Being represented as 
a deity of goodness and light in Zoroastnanism [Av Ahuramazda, lit., 
wise god] 

ai /le, ah'ee/ n a sloth with 3 claws on each front foot [Pg ai or Sp a/, fr 
Tupi ai] 

'aid /ayd/ vr 1 to give assistance to, help 2 to bring about the accomplish- 
ment of; facilitate his recoveryy [ME eyden, fr MF aider, fr L 
adjutare, fr adjutus, pp of adjuvare, fr ad- -v juvare to help] - aider n 
’•id n 1 help; assistance; specif tangible means of assistance (e g money or 
supplies) 2a a helper - compare aide b sthg that helps or supports (a 
visual >; specif a hearing aid 3 a tnbute paid by a vassal to his lord - 
in aid of 1 in order to aid; for the use of (sold her jewels in aid of charityy 
2 Br for the purpose of (what's this in aid ofl^ - infml 
aida /ayd, ed/ n 1 an aide-de-camp 2 chiefly SAm an assistant [short 
for aide-de-camp] 

.aida-da-'camp /da 'kamp/ n, pi aidea-de-cadip /~/ an officer in the 
armed forces acting as a personal assistant to o', ‘senior officer [F aide de 
camp, lit., camp assistant] 

laida-mftm'oira /mem'wah/ n, pi aides-memfire /-/ 1 an aid to the 
memory (e g a note or sketch) 2 a memorandum [F, fr aider to aid + 
mhnoire memory] 

•Igullla /ay'gweel, '--/ n a sharp-pointed pinnaple of rock [F, lit., needle 
- more at aglet] 

aigulllatta /^ygwi'let/ n an aglet; specif a dioulder cord on certain 
military uniforms [F » more at aglet] 

aikido /ay'keedoh, ie-/ n a martial art employing locks and holds and 
using nonrbsistance to cauK an opponent’s own momentum to work 
against him/her [Jap aikido, fr ai- together, mutual + ki spirit + do 
•rtj 

ail /ayl/ vt to give pain, discomfort, or trouble to v/ to be unwell [ME 
eilen, fr OE egian; akin to MLG egelen to annoy) 

•iloron Aaybron, -ran/ n a movable control surface of an aircraft wing 
or a movable aerofoil external to the wing at the trailing edge for giving 



19 


ais 


a rolling motion and providing lateral control flight [F, fr dim 
of a//e wing, fr L ala] 

ailment /'aylmant/ n a bodily disorder or chronic disease [ail + 
ment] 

aim /aym/ vt 1 to direct a course; specific point a weapon at an object 
2 to channel one’s efforts, aspire 3 to have the intention; mean to 
many a duke} ^vt 1 to direct or point (e g a weapon) at a target 2 to 
direct at or towards a specified goal; intend <s/iows ^ed at children} 
[ME aimen, fr MF aesmer & esmer, MF aesmer, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) 
esmer to estimate, fr L aeslimare] 

’aim n la the pointing of a weapon at a mark b the ability to hit a target 
c a weapon’s accuracy or effectiveness 2 a clear intention or purpose - 
aimless adj, aimlessly adv, aimlessness n 
a In /ayn/ adj, Scot own [prob fr ON eiginn] 

ain't /aynt/ 1 are not 2 is not 3 am not 4 have not 5 has not USE 
chiefly nonstandard or humor in Br but acceptable in ain’t 1 meaning ‘am 

1 not' in NAm [prob contr of are not] 

'air /ea/ n la the mixture of invisible odourless tasteless gases, containing 
esp nitrogen and oxygen, that surrounds the earth b a light breeze 2a 
empty unconfined space - compare open air b nothingness (^vanished 
into thin ^} 3a(l) aircraft <£0 by (2) aviation safety} b the 
supposed medium of transmission of radio waves, also radio, television 
<weii/ on the '^} 4a the appearance or beanng of a person, demeanour 
<a/i ^ of dignity} b pi an artificial or affected manner, haughtiness </o 
put on '^s} c outward appearance of a thing <a/i of luxury} d a 
surrounding or pervading influence; an atmosphere <a/i ^ of mystery} 
5 a tunc, melody (ME, fr OF, fr L aer, fr Gk aer, (4) F. fr OF, (5) prob 
trans of It-uina, ‘^iiodif of L aer] - in the air 1 not yet settled; uncertain 

2 being generally spread round or hinted at ^rumours in the air that he 
will be promoted} 

’air vt 1 to expose to the air for drying, freshening, etc, ventilate 2 to 
expose to public view or bring to public notice 3 chiefly Br to expose to 
heat so as to warm or finish drying the sheets round the fire} vi 
to become exposed to the open air 
'air .bed n, chiefly Br an inflatable mattress 
'airborne /-,bawn/ adj supported or transported by air 
'air .brake n 1 a brake operated by compressed air 2 a movable surface 
projected into the air for slowing an aircraft 
'air .brick n a building bnck or bnck-sized metal box perforated to allow 
ventilation 

'airbrush /•, brush/ n an atomizer for spraying paint - airbrush vt 
'air, bus /-.bus/ n a subsonic jet passenger aeroplane designed for short 
intercity flights 

air chief marshal rank 

air commodore n rank 

'air-con, dition vt to equip (e g a building) with an apparatus for cleaning 
air and controlling its humidity and temperature; also to subject (air) to 
these processes [back-formation fr air conditioning] - air conditioner n, 
air conditioning n 

'air-.cool vt to cool the cylinders of (an internal-combustion engine) 
directly by air [back-formation fr air-cooled & air cooling] 

’alr,craft /-.krahft/ n, pi aircraft a weight -carrying structure that can 
travel through the air and is supported either by its own buoyancy or by 
the dynamic action of the air against its surfaces fxicht 
'aircraft .carrier n a warship designed so that aircraft can be operated 
from It 

'air,craftman /-man/ n rank 
air-cushion vehicle n, chiefly NAm a hovercraft 
'airdrop A, drop/ n a delivery of cargo or personnel by parachute from 
an aircraft - air-drop vt, air-droppable adj 

Airedale Aeaidayi/, Airedale terrier n any of a breed of large terners 
with a hard wiry coat that is dark on the back and sides and tan elsewhere 
[Airedale, district in Yorkshire, England] 

airer Aedro/ n, chiefly Br a freestanding, usu collapsible, framework for 
airing or drying clothes, linen, etc ['air + '-er] 

'airfare /-.feo/ n a fare paid t<^ enable one to travel on an aircraft 
'airfield /-.feeld/ n an area of mid maintained for the landing and takeoff 
of aircraft 

'airflow /-,(\oh^n the motion of air round a moving or stationary object 
(e g in wind) flight 
'airfoil /-.foyl/ n, chiefly NAm an aerofoil 
'air .force n the branch of a country’s armed forces for air warfare 

RANK 

'airframe /-.fraym/ o the structure of an aircraft or missile, without the 
power plant [aircraft + frame] 


'air .gun n 1 a gun from which a projectile is propelled by compressed 
air 2 any of vanous hand tools that work by compressed air 
'air .hole n a hole to admit or discharge air 
'air ho.stess n a stewardess on an airliner 
airily /'eorali/ adv in an airy manner, jauntily, lightly 
'airing .cupboard n a heated cupboard in which esp household linen is 
aired and kept dry 

'air .lane n a path customarily followed by aeroplanes 
‘airleaa AIis/ adj 1 still, windless 2 lacking fresh air, stuffy - airless- 
ness n 

‘air .letter n 1 an airmail letter 2 a sheet of airmail stationery that can 
be folded and sealed with the message inside and the address outside 
'airlift /-.lift/ n the transpon of cargo or passengers by air, usu to an 
otherwise inaccessible area - airlift vt 

'airline /-.hen/ n an organization that provides regular public air trans- 
port 

'air .line n, chiefly NAm a beeline 

'airliner /-.hens/ n a passenger aircraft operated by an airline 

FI IGHT 

‘air .lock n I an airtight intermediate chamber (e g in a spacecraft or 
submerged caisson) which allows movement between 2 areas of different 
pressures or atmospheres 2 a stoppage of flow caused by air being in a 
part where liquid ought to circulate 

'airmail /-.mayl/ n (the postal system using) mail transported by aircraft 
- airmail vt 

'airman /-man/ n, pi airmen a civilian or military pilot, aircraft crew 
member, etc 

airman basic n ^3" rank 
airman first class n rank 
.airman .second 'class rank 

.airman .third 'class/) rank 
air marshal n rank 
'air .pistol n a small air gun 
'airplane /-.playn/ n, chiefly NAm an aeroplane 
'air .pocket n a region of down-flowing or rarefied air that causes an 
aircraft to drop suddenly 

airport /'e9,pawt/ n a fully-equipped airfield that is used as a base for the 
transport of passengers and cargo by air 
'air .power n the military strength of an air force 
’air .pump n a pump for exhausting air from a closed space or for 
compressing air or forcing it through other apparatus 
'air .raid n an attack by armed aircraft on a surface target 
'air .rifle n an air gun with a nfled bore 
'air.screw /-.skrooh/ n an aircraft propeller 

'airship /-.ship/ n a gas-filled lighter-than-air self-propelled aircraft that 
has a steenng system 

'air.sick /-.sik/ adj suffering from the motion sickness associated with 
flying - airsickneas n 

'air, space /-.spays/ n the space lying above the earth or a certain area 
of land or water, esp the space lying above a nation and coming under its 
jurisdiction 

'airspeed /-.speed/ n the speed (e g of an aircraft) relative to the air 
'airstrip /-.stnp/ n landing strip 

‘airtight /-.net/ adj 1 impermeable to air 2 unassailable - sirtight- 
ness n 

,air-tO-'air adj (launch^ from one aircraft in flight at another 
air vice-marshal n rank 

'airwave /-.wayv/ n the supposed medium of radio and television 
transmission - usu pi with sing meaning 
'airway /-.way/ /) 1 a passage for air in a mine 2 a designated route 
along which aircraft fly 

'airworthy /-.wuhdhi/ adj fit for operation in the air - airworthi- 
ness n 

airy Aean/ adj la not having solid foundation; illusory / ~ promises} b 
showing lack (^cQOCem; flippant 2 being light and graceful in movement 
or manner i deUcattly thin in texture 4 open to the free circulation of 
air; breezy 5 high in the air; lofty - poetic [ME. fr ^air -y] - 
airineag n 

.airy-fairy adj, chiefly Br whimsically unrealistic <rao much ^ ideal- 
ism} 

aisla /iel/ n 1 the side division of a church separated from the nave by 
columns or piers church 2 chiefly NAm a gangway [alter, of ME 
eh. He, fr MF ele, aile wing, fr L ah; akin to OE eaxl shoulder, L axilla 
armpit - more at axis] - aislelen adj 
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ait /ayt/, eyot / ~ . 'ayst/ n, Br a little island in a nver [ME eyt, eit, alter, 
of OE igeotli, fr ig island - more at island] 
aitch /aych/ n the letter h [F hache, fr (assumed) VL hacca] 
'altch,bona /-.bohn/ n (the cut of beef containing) the hipbone, esp of 
cattle [ME hachbon, alter, (by incorrect division of a nachcbon) of 
(assum^) ME nachcbon, fr ME nache buttock (fr MF, fr LL nattca, fr 
L natis) + bon bone - more at natfs] 
ajar /a'jah/ adj or adv, esp of a door slightly open [earlier on char, fr on 
^ char turn, piece of work, fr OB cierr] 

Akan /'ahkahn/ n, pi Akans, esp collectively Akan 1 (a member of) a 
group of peoples who live in African countries of the Guinea Coast, esp 
Ghana 2 the Kwa language of these peoples language 
akimbo /alcimboh/ adj or adv having the hands on the hips and the 
elbows turned outwards [ME in kenebowe, prob fr (assumed) ON i keng 
boginn bent in a curve] 

akin /a'kin/ adj 1 descended from a common ancestor 2 essentially 
similar, related, or compatible USE often ^ ro [ a ^ kin] 

Akkadian /s'kaydi-an/ n or adj (a member or the language) of a Semitic 
people inhabiting central Mesopotamia before 2000 bc [Akkad, northern 
region of ancient Babylonia] 
al- - see AD- 

’^1 /Ka)14 -W /-« •al/ suffix (n - adj) (having the character) of 
(jUrectUMisfy (^fictionaiy [ME, fr OF & L, OF, fr L -ahs] 

•-ai suffix {vb - n) action or process of <re/»flarsal) (^withdrawal) [ME 
•aiJJe, fr OF, fr L -alia, neut pi of -ahs] 

*-al Aal, -<9)1/ suffix ( - ii) 1 aldehyde <6uranal> 2 acetal (butyral) [F. 
fr aicool alcohol, fr ML alcohol] 

A la /'ah lah (Fr a la)/ prep 1 in the manner of 2 prepared, flavoured, 
or served with (spinach creme) [F a la] 

alabaatar /'alabasta, -bah-/ n a fine-textured usu white and translucent 
chalky stone often carved into ornaments [ME alabastre, fr MF, fr L 
alabaster vase of alabaster, fr Gk alabastros] - alabaster, alabastrine 
/•'bastnn/ adj 

i la carta /.ah lah Icaht/ adv or adj according to a menu that prices each 
item separately - compare table d’hote [F a la carte by the bill of 
fare] 

alack /a'lak/ interj, archaic - used to express sorrow or regret [ME, prob 
fr a ah lack fault, loss] 

alacrity /a'lakrati/ n promptness or cheerful readiness - fmi [L alacntas, 
fr alacr-, alacer lively, eager; akin to OE & OHG elten zeal] 

A la mode /jab lah 'mod, 'mohd/ adj fashionable; stylish [F, according 
to the fashion] 

alanina /'alaneen, -nien/ n an amino acid found in most proteins [G 
alanin, irreg fr aldehyd aldehyde] 

alar /'ayla/ adj of or like a wing [L alans, fr ala wing - more at 
aisle] 

'alarm /alahm/ n 1 a signal (e g a loud noise or flashing light) that warns 
or alerts; also an automatic device that alerts or rouses 2 the fear resulting 
from the sudden sensing of danger [ME alarme, alarom call to arms, fr 
MF alarme, fr Olt aWarme, lit., to the weapon] 

*alarm vr 1 to give warning to 2 to strike with fear - alarmingly adv 
a'larm .clock n a clock that can be set to sound an alarm at a desired 
time 

•larmism /9'lah,miz(9)m/ n the often unwarranted or excessive arousing 
of fears; scaremongering - alarmist n or adj 
olorum /alaram/ vt or n, archaic (to) alarm 
•.larumc and ox'curslona n pi clamour and confusion tin 
alas /alas, a'lahs/ intetj - used to express unhappiness, pity, or dis- 
appointment [ME, fr OF, fr a ah + las weary, fr L lassus - more at 
*let) 

alb /alb/ n a full-length white linen vestment with long tight sleeves, held 
at the waist with a cincture and worn by a priest at Mass garment 
(ME albe, fr OE, fr ML alba, fr L. fern of aJbus white] 

Albanian /jaybaynyan, -ni-an/ n or adj (ihc Indo-European language or 
a native or inhabitant) of Albania language [Albania, country in 
the Balkan peninsula] 
albatroaa /'albotros/ n, pi alba 
various (very) large web-footed 
of alcatns (water bird), fr Pg 
albado /allxedob/ n, pi 
dectromagnetic radiation 
a cloud) [LL. whiteness, fr 
albalt /awl'bee'it/ coaj even 
'altdfio /al*beeaoh/ n, p/ 
pigmenution; exp a human 


of pigment resulting in a white or translucent skin, white or colourless 
hair, and eyes with a pink pupil [Pg, fr Sp, fr albo white, fr L albus] - 
albinic /arbinik/ adj, albinism /'albiniz(a)m/ n 
Albion /'albi-an/ n Bntain - poetic [ME, fr OE, fr L, fr Gk Alovton, of 
Celt ongin, akin to IrGael Alba Scotland] 
album /'albam/ n 1 a book with blank pages u.sed for making a collection 
(e g of stamps or photographs) 2 a recording or collection of recordings 
issued on I or more long-playing gramophone records or cassettes [L, a 
white tablet, fr neut of albus] 

albumen /’albyoomin, arbyoohmin/ n 1 the white of an egg 2 albumin 
[L, fr albus] 

albumin /’albyoomin, arbyoohmin/ n any of numerous proteins that 
occur in large quantities in blood plasma, milk, egg white, plant fluids, 
etc and are coagulated by heat [ISV albumen + -in] 
albuminous /arbyoohminas/ adj relating to, containing, or like albu- 
men or albumin 

albuminuria /al,byoohmi'nyoo9ri-9/ n the (abnormal) presence of albu- 
min in the unne, usu symptomatic of kidney disease [NL.j - albuminuric 
/-'yooorik/ adj 

alburnum /arbuhnam/ n sapwood [L, fr albus white] 
alchemy /’alksmi/ n 1 a medieval chemical science and philosophical 
doctnne aiming to achieve the transmutation of the base metals into gold, 
a cure for disease, and immortality 2 the transformation of slhg common 
into sthg precious [ME alkamie. alquemic, fr MF or ML, MF alquemie, 
fr ML alchymta, fr Ar al-kimiya\ fr a/ the ^ kimiya’ alchemy, fr LGk 
chemeia] - alchemist n. alchemic /al'kemik/, alchemical adj 
alcohol /'alkahol/ n 1 a colourless volatile inflammable liquid that is the 
intoxicating agent in fermented and distilled dnnks and is used also a.s a 
solvent 2 any of various organic compounds, specif denvcd from hydro- 
carbons, containing the hydroxyl group 3 intoxicating drink containing 
alcohol; esp spints [NL, fr ML, powdered antimony, fr OSp, fr Ar 
al-kuhul the powdered antimony] 

'alcoholic /.alks'holik/ adj 1 of. containing, or caused by alcohol 2 
affected with alcoholism - alcoholically adv 
’alcoholic n sby aflected with alcoholism 

* alcoholism /'alk9ho,li7(9)m/ n (a complex chronic psychological and 
nutntional disorder associated with) cxcessive'^d usu compulsive use of 
alcoholic dnnks 

alcove /'alkohv/ n la a nook or recess off a larger room b a niche or 
arched opening (e g in a wall or hedge) 2 archaic a summerhouse [F 
alcove, fr Sp dcoba, fr Ar al-qubbah the arch] 

aldehyde Aldi,hied/ n any of vanous highly reactive compounds (e g 
acetaldehyde) characienzed by the group CHO [G aldehyd, fr NL al 
dehyd, abbr of alcohol dehydrogenatum dehydrogenated alcohol] - alde- 
hydic /-'hiedik/ adj 

al dente /al 'denti/ adj, esp of pasta and vegetables cooked but firm when 
bitten [It, lit., to the tooth] 

alder /'awlda/ n any of a genus of trees or shrubs of the birch family that 
grow in moist ground [ME, fr OE alor, akin to OHG ehra alder, L 
alnus] 

alderman /’awldaman/ n, pi aldermen /-man/ 1 a person governing a 
kingdom, distnct, or shire as viceroy for an Anglo-Saxon king 2 a senior 
member of a county or borough council elected by the other councillors 
- not used oflicially in Bntain after 1 974 [ME» fr OE ealdorman, fr ealdor 
parent (fr eald old) man - more at old] - aldermanic /-'manik/ adj 
aldosterone /al’dostarohn/ n a steroid hormone produced by the 
adrenal cortex that affects the salt and water balance of the body 
[aydehyde + -o- + sterol + -one] ,( 

aldrin /'awldnn/ n a chlorinated insecticidb that is very poisonous to 
human beings [Kurt Alder tl958 G chemi|t + E -in] 
ale /ayl/ n 1 beer 2 a malted and hopped alqoholic dnnk that is usually 
more bitter, stronger, and heavier than beer ^E, fr OE ea/u; akin to ON 
ol ale, L alumen alum] 

aleatoric /,aJi*a'tonk/ adj improvisatory or random in character 
music) [L aleatorius of a gambler] 

aleatory /*ali-at(a)n/ adj 1 depending on chance 2 relating to or based 
on luck, esp bad luck [L aleatonus of a gambler, fr aleator gambler, fr 
alea, a dice game] 

Alemannie /Ala'manik/ n the group of German dialects spoken in 
Alsace, Swit^rland, and SW Germany [LL alemanni (pi), name of a 
Germanic people (of Gmc origin; akm to Goth alamans totality of 
people)] 

alembic /a'lembik/ n 1 an apparatus formerly used in distillation 2 a 
means of refining or transmuting [ME, fr MF A ML; MF alambic & ML 
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alembicum, fr Ar al-anbiq, fr al the ^ anbiq still, fr LGk ambik-, ambix 
alembic, fr Gk, cap of a still] 

'alert /a'luht/ady 1 watchful, aware 2 active, bnsk [Fa/errc, frita/y’e/ts, 
lit., on the ascent] - alertly adv, alertness n 
’alert n I an alarm or other signal that warns of danger (e g from hostile 
aircraft) 2 the danger penod during which an alert is in effect - on the 
alert on the lookout, esp for danger or opportunity 
’alert vt 1 to call to a state of readiness, warn 2 to cause to be aware (e g 
of a need or responsibility) 

•ales /-'ayleez/ suffix {-> n pi) plants consisting of or related to - m the 
names of taxononuc orders [NL, fr L, pi of -ahs -al] 
aleurone /'alyoorohn/ n minute granules of protein in (the endosperm 
oO seeds [G aleuron, fr Gk. flour, akin to Arm atam I gnnd] - 
aleuronic /-'ronik/ adj 

Aleut /3'l(y)ooht. 'al(y)ooht/ n (a member or the language oO a people 
of the Aleutian and Shumagin islands and W Alaska [Russ] 

'A .level /ay/ n advanctd level 

alevin /'alivm/ n a young fish, esp a salmon [F, fr OF, fr akver to lift 
up, rear (offspnng), fr L alkvare, fr ad- + kvarc to raise - more at 
lever] 

alexanders /.alig'zahndaz/ n, pi alexanders a biennial greenish-yellow- 
flowered European plant of the carrot family [ME akxaundrc, fr OF & 
ML, OF alexandre, fr ML alexandrum, prob by folk etymology fr L bolus 
at rum black vegetable] 

Alexandrian /.ahg'zahndnan/ adj Ifellenistic [Alexandria, city in 
Egypt, centre of Hellenistic culture] 

alexandrine /.alig'zahndnn/ n. often cap a 1 2-syllable verse line consist- 
ing of 6 lambici f.iih a caesura after the third [MF alexandnn, adj, fr 
Alexandre Alexander the Great 1323 nc king of Macedonia, fr its use in 
a poem on Alexander] - alexandrine adj 

alexandrite /.alig'zahndnet/ n a green gemstone that appears red in 
artificial light [G akxandnt, fr Alexander / tl825 Russ emperor] 
alexia /a'leksi a/ n (partial) loss of the ability to read, owing to brain 
damage - compare aphasia, dysi exia (NL, fr a- 4 Gk lexis speech, fr 
legem to speak - more at LEorNo] 

Alfa /'alfa/ Alpha 

alfalfa /al'falfa/ n, NAm lucerne [Sp, modif of Ar dial al-fasfa^h the 
alfalfa] 

alfresco also al fresco /alTreskoh/ adj or adv taking place in the open 
air <an lunchy [It] 

*l9-» algo- comb form pain <algop/io6ia> [NL, fr Gk alg-, fr algos] 
alga /alga/ n. pi algae /’alji, -gi/ also algas any of a group of chiefly 
aquatic nonvascular plants (eg seaweeds and pond scums), also 
BLUE-GREEN ALGA PLANT [L. seaweed] - algal /'algal/ adj, algoid 
/•algoyd/ adj 

algebra /'aljibra/ n a branch of mathematics in which letters, symbols, 
etc representing vanous entities are combined according to special rules 
of operation [ML, fr Ar al-jabr, lit , the reduction] - algebraist 
/-.brayist/ n 

algebraic /.alji'brByik/ adj 1 relating to. involving, or according to the 
laws of algebra 2 involving only a finite number of repetitions of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, extraction of roots, and raising to a 
power equation^ - compare transcendental 3b - algebraically 
adv . 

-algia /-'alja/ comb form ( - n) pain (neuralgia) [Gk. fr algos] 
algin /'aljm/ n alginic acid, an alginate, or other colloidal substance 
obtained from seaweed or other marine brown algae [alga -in] 
alginate /'aljinayt/ n a salt of alginic acid used as a stabiluing, gelling, 
or thickening agent in the manufacture of ice cream, plastics, etc 
al.ginlc 'acid /arjinik/ n an insoluble colloidal acid found m the cell 
walls of brown algae [ISV aJgin 4 -ic] 

Algol, ALGOL /algol/ n a high-level computer language designed 
primarily for mathematical and scientific use [a(gonthmic language] 
algolagnia /.algoh'lagnpa/ n the finding of sexual pleasure in inflicting 
or suffenng pam [NL, fr aJg- »■ Gk lagneta lust] - algolagnic /-'lagnik/ 
adj, algolagnist /-'lagnist/ n 
Algonkian /al'gongki-an/ n (an) Algonquian 
Algonkin /al'gongkin/ n (an) Algonquian 

Algonquian /al'gongkwi-an/ n 1 a stock of American Iqdian languages 
spoken esp in the eastern parts of Canada and the USA language 
2 a member of any of the N Amencan Indian peoples speaking Algon- 
quian languages 3 algonquin 1 [CanF Algonquin] 

Algonquin /al'gongkwin/ ji 1 a dialect of Ojibwa 2 algon- 
quian 1. 2 

algorithm /'aigajKlham/ n a systematic procedure for solving a math- 


ematical problem m a finite number of steps, broadly a step-by-step 
procedure for solving a problem or accomplishing some end [alter, of ME 
algonsme, fr OF & ML, OF, fr ML algonsmus, fr Ar al-khuwanzim, fr 
al-Khuwanzmi ^825 Arab mathematician] - algorithmic /-'ndhmik/ 
adj 

Alhambra /al'hambra/ n the palace of the Moorish kings at Granada in 
Spam [Sp. fr Ar al-hamra' the red house] 
ali- comb form wmg <ali/brm> [L, fr ala - more at aisle] 

'alias /'ayli-as/ adv otherwise called or known as (^Hancock Jones^ [L, 
otherwise, fr alius other - more at else] 

’alias n an assumed name 

alibi /'abbie/ n 1 (evidence supporting) the plea of having been elsewhere 
when a enme was committed 2 a plausible excuse, usu intended to avert 
blame or punishment [L, elsewhere, fr a/ius] 
alicyclic /.ali'sieklik, -'siklik/ adj combining the properties of aliphatic 
and cyclic organic chemical compounds [ISV a/iphatic i cyclic] 
alidade /alidayd/ n a rule equipped with sights used to determine 
direction m astronomy or surveying (e g as part of an astrolabe) [ME 
allidatha, fr ML alhidada, fr Ar aJ-'idadah the revolving radius of a 
circle] 

'alien /ayli an/ adj la of or belonging to another person, place, or thing; 
strange b foreign <- property} 2 diffenng in nature or character, esp 
to the extent of being opposed ~ ^ to (^ideas quite -- to ours} [ME, fr 
OF, fr L alienus, fr alius] 

’alien n 1 a person from another family, race, or nation; also an 
extraterrestrial being 2 a foreign-born resident who has not been natural- 
ized, broadly a foreign-bom citizen - alienage n, alieniam a 
alienable /"ayli anabl, 'aylyanabl/ adj legally capable of bang sold or 
transferred - alienability /-a'bibti/ n 
alienate /'ayli a.nayt, ‘aylya-/ vt 1 to convey or transfer (e g property or 
a nght) to another, usu by a specific act 2 to make hostile or indifTcrent, 
esp in cases where attachment formerly existed (•-d /ft>m their mothers} 

3 to cause to be withdrawn or diverted [L ahenatus, pp of ahenare to 
estrange, fr alienus] - alienator./} 

alienation /,ayli a'naysh(a)n, aylya*/ n 1 a conveyance of property to 
another 2 (a feeling of) withdrawal from or apathy towards one's former 
attachments or whole social existence 

alienist /ayli-anist, 'aylya-/ n 1 NAm a specialist in legal aspects of 
psychiatry 2 archaic one who treats diseases of the mind [F alientste, fr 
ahene insane, fr L ahenatus, pp of ahenare] 

'alight /a'liet/ vi alighted also allt /a'lit/ 1 to come down from sthg: e g 
a to dismount b to disembark 2 to descend from the air and settle*, bnd 
[ME ahghten, fr OE alihtan, fr a- (perfective prefix) 4 lihtan to alight - 
more at Flight] - alightment n 

’alight adj 1 animated, alive (see the place with memment - Punch} 
2 chiefly Br on fire; ignited (paper caught ^ > [prob fr 'a- 4 'light] 
align also aline /a'lien/ vt 1 to bring into proper relative position or state 
of adjustment, specif to place (3 or more points) in a straight line 2 to 
array or position on the side of or against a party or cause (nations -^ed 
against fascism} — n 1 to join with otheni in a common cause 2 to be 
in or come into alignment [F aligner, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) + ligne line, 
fr L fijiea] - alignment n 

'alike /a'liek/ adj showing close resemblance without being identical 
in their beliefs} [ME ilik (alter, of ilich) Sc alik, alter, of OE onlic, fr on 

4 lie body - more at 'like] 

’alike adv in the same manner, form, or degree; equally (peasants and 
nobility - - SEU W} 

aliment /'alimant/ n food, nutnment; also sustenance - fml [ME, fr L 
alimentum, fr akre to nounsh - more at old] 
alimentary /,ali'ment(a)n/ adj of nounshment or nutntion 
ali.mentary ca'nal n the tubular passage that extends from the mouth 
to the anus and functions in the digestion and absorption of food 
alimentation /,alim3n'taysh(a)n/ n nourishing or bang nourished - frni 
- alimentatiTC /-'mentativ/ adj 

alimony /’alimani/ n 1 means of living; maintenance 2 chiefly NAm 
maintenance 3 [L ahmonia sustenance, fr alere] 
aliphatic /.ali'fatik/ adj of or derived from fat; specif being an organic 
compound with an open-chain rather than a cyclic structure (ISV, fr Gk 
alaphah, aletphar oil, fr ahiphein to smear, akin to Gk lipos fat - more 
at 'leave] 

aliquot /'alikwot/ adj 1 contained an exact number of times in another 
<5 is an part of 15} (an portion of a solution} 2 fracUonal (an ^ 
part of invested capitaf} [ML aliquotus, fr L aliquot some, several, fr aim 
other 4 quot how many - more at else, quote) > aUqnoC n 
alive /a'liev/ adj 1 having life 2a suU in eustence, force, or operation; 
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active b live 3b 3 realizing the existence of sthg; aware of sthg <*« to 
the denger^ 4 marked by alertness 5 showing much activity or anima- 
tion; swarming <sea was with large whales - Herman Melville) 6 of 
all those living - used as an intensive following the noun <rbe proudest 
mother [ME, fr OE on hfe, fr on hflife] - alivencaa n 
alizarin /alizarin/ n an orange or red dye formerly obtained from 
madder (prob fr F alizarine, fr ahzari madder, fr Sp, prob fr Ar al-'afarah 
the juice) 

alkali /'alkalie/ n, pi alkalies, alkalli any of various chemical bases, esp 
a hydroxide or carbonate of an alkah metal - compare acid 1. base 7 
[ME fr ML, fr Ar al-qili the ashes of the plant saltwort] 
atkalify /allcalifie, 'alkalifie/ vb to make or become alk^ine 
alkali matal n any of the univalent metals lithium, sodium, potassium, 
rubidium, caesium, and francium that comprise group lA of the periodic 
table 

alkalina /alkalien/ adj (having the properties) of an alkali, specif having 
a pH of more than 7 - alkalinity /-'linati/ n 
.alkaline 'earth n 1 an oxide of any of the bivalent metals calcium, 
strontium, and barium and sometimes also magnesium, radium, or 
beryllium of group IIA of the periodic table 2 any of the metals whose 
oxides are alkaline earths 
alkalina-aarth matal n alkaline earth 2 
alkaloid /*alk9loyd/ n any of numerous nitrogen-containing organic 
compounds (eg morphine) that are usu chemical bases, occur esp in 
flowering plants, and are extensively used as drugs - alkaloldal /-'loydl/ 
adj 

alkalosis /^Ikalohsis/ n a medical disorder in which the blood. Ussues, 
etc are abnormally alkaline [NL] 

alkana /alkayn/ n any of a senes of saturated open-chain hydrocarbons 
(e g methane, ethane, propane, or butane) [alkyl ■¥ -ane] 
alkanat /"alkanet/ n a plant of the borage family that yields a strong red 
dye; also any of severiJ related plants [ME fr OSp alcaneta, dim. of 
alcana henna shrub, fr ML alchanna, fr Ar al-hinna' the henna] 
siksns /alkeen/ n any of a senes of unsaturated hydrocarbons (eg 
ethylene or propylene) in which the carbon atoms are arranged in a 
straight line and there is a single double bond between 2 carbon atoms 
[a/lryl > -cue] 

Sikyl /alkil/ n (a compound with a metal oO a univalent radical C.Hj.., 
(eg methyl) denved from an alkane (eg methane) by removal of a 
hydrogen atom [prob fr G, fr alkohol alcohol, fr. ML alcohol] - alkylic' 
/-Idlik/ adj 

slkylsts /alkilayt/ vt to introduce 1 or more alkyl groups into (a 
compound) - alkylation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 

sikyns /'alkien/ n any of a series of unsaturated hydrocarbons (eg 
acetylene) m which the carbon atoms are arranged in a straight line and 
there is a single tnple bond between 2 carbon atoms [aiilcyl ^ -yne, var 
of *-iiie] 

*•11 /awl/ adj la the whole amount or quantity of <5ar up ^ mghfj <'^ 
the year roundj b as much as possible (.spoke m ^ senousness} 2a every 
one of (more than 2) b - used in logic as a verbalized equivalent of the 
universal quantifier 3 the whole number or sum of < -«' dogs love aniseed) 
4 every manner of hardship) 5 any whatever (^beyond ^ doubt) 4a 
given to or displaying only (.was ~ attention) b having or seeming to 
have (some physical feature) conspicuously or excessively 
thumbs) < ears) [ME all, al, fr OE eaU- akm to OHG af all] - aU there 
not mentally subnormal; esp shrewd - infml - all very well - wd in 
rejection of advice or sympathy (.it’s all very well for you to ta/k) 

*all adv 1 wholly, altogether (.sat alone) (I’m ^ for it) 2 to a supreme 
degree - usu in combination <all-powerfu7> 3 for each side (the score is 

*•11 pron, p/all 1 the whole number, quantity, or amount (it was ^ / could 
do not to cry) 2 everybody, everything (sacrifked for love) > all la 
all 1 generally; on the whole I 2 supremely important (she was all in 
all to him) - all of fully; at least (lost all of £30> - all the saam just 
THE SAME 

*•11 n one’s total resources (gave his ^ for the cause) - la all all 

TOLD 

•IK alio- comb form 1 other, different; atypical (aHhpgamous) (allopathy) 
2 being one of a (spedfled) group whose memben together constitute a 
structural unit, esp of a language (aHophone) [Gk, fr alios other - more 
at else] 

•!!• / 4 da "brevi/ n, adv, ora^f (a sign marking a piece to be pla wJ) 

, in duple or quadruple time with the beat represented by a minim C? 
MUSIC (It, lit., aoooitiiiig to the breve] 


Allnh /alah, 'ab/ u ood 1 - used by Muslims or in reference to the 
Islamic religion [Ar allah] 

.•ll-A'morican adj representative of the ideals of the USA (an ^ 
boy) 

•ll•ntoi• /a'lantoh is/ n, pi allantoides /-'toh-ideez/ a vascular foetal 
membrane that in placental mammals is closely attached to the chorion 
in the formation of the placenta [NL, deriv of Gk allantoeida sausage- 
shaped. fr allant’, alias sausage] - allantoic /-'toh-ik/ adj 
.•ll-n'round adj, chiefly NAm all-round 

alloy /a'lay/ vt 1 to reduce the seventy of; alleviate 2 to make quiet; 
pacify [ME alayen, fr OE alecgan, fr a- (perfective prefix) + leegan to lay 

- more at 'lay] 

'•II but adv very nearly, almost 

.all 'clear n a signal that a danger has passed or that it is safe to 
proceed 

allegation /.ali'gaysh(9)n/ n a statement of what one undeitakes to 
prove [allege + -ation] 

allege /a'lej/ vt to assert without proof or before proving [ME alleggen, 
fr OF alleguer, fr L allegare to dispatch, cite, fr ad- + legare to depute 

- more at legate] - alleged /a'lejd, a'lejid/ adj 

allegedly /a'lejidli/ adv according to allegation - used in reporting 
statements that have not been verified 

allegiance /a'leejans/ n 1 the obligation of a subject or citizen to his/her 
sovereign or government 2 dedication to or dutiful support of a person, 
group, or cause [ME allegeaunce, modif of MF ligeance, fr OF, fr lige 
liege] 

allegorical /.ali'gonkl/, allegoric /-'gonk/ adj 1 (having the character- 
istics) of allegory 2 having hidden spintual meaning that transcends the 
literal sense of a sacred text - allegorically adv, allegoricalneas n 
allegoriet /*aliganst/ n one who uses or wntes allegory 
allegor-ize, -iae /'aligonez/ vb to compose, explain, or interpret (sthg) 
as allegory - allegorizer n, allegorization /-ne'zaysh(»)n/ n 
allegory /'alig(»)n/ n la the expression by means of symbolic figures 
and actions of truths or generalizations about human existence b an 
instance (e g Spenser’s Faery Queene) of such expression 2 a symbolic 
representation, an emblem [ME allegone, fr L allegona, fr Gk allegoria, 
fr allegorem to speak figuratively, fr alios ffther + -agorein to speak 
publicly, fr agora assembly - more at else, gregarious] 
allegretto /.ah'gretoh/ adv or adj faster than andante but not so fast as 
allegro - used in music [It, fr allegro] 
allegro /a'legroh/ n, adv, or adj, pi allegros (a musical composition or 
movement to be played) in a brisk lively manner [It, merry, fr (assumed) 
VL alecrus lively, alter, of L alacr-, alacer - more at alacrity] 
allele /a'leel/ n any of (the alternative hereditary characters detennined 
by) 2 or more genes that occur as alternatives at a given place on a 
chromosome [G allel, short for allelomorph] - allelic /9'le(e)lik/ adj, 
allciiam /9'le(e)liz9m/ n 

allelomorph /9'le(e)l9,mawf/ n an allele [Gk allelon of each other (fr 
alios • alios one • the other, fr alios other) 4 morphe form - more at 
else] - allelomorphism /-,mawfiz(9)m/ /i, allelomorphic /-'mawfik/ 
adj 

alleluia /^h'looh ya/ inteij hallelujah [ME, fr LL, fr Gk allelouia, fr Heb 
haliluyah praise ye Jehovah] 

allemande /'alomand/ n, often cap (music for) a 1 7th-c and 1 8th-c court 
or folk dance [F, fr fern of allemand German] 

.all-em'bracing adj complete, sweeping 

allergen /'abjon, -jen/ n a substance that induces allergy > allergealc 
/-’jenik/ adj, allergenicity Ajo'nisoti/ n 

allergic / 9 'Iuhjik/ adj 1 of or inducing alleigy 2 averse, antipathetic to 

- infml to marriage) 

allergy Abji/ n 1 altered bodily reactivity to an antigen in response to 
a first exposure (bis bee-vaiom may mgke a second sting fatal) 2 
exaggerate reaction by sneezing, itching, sidn rashes, etc to substances 
that have no such effect on the average individual 3 a feeling of antipathy 
or aversion - infml [G allergic, fr all- + Gk ergon work - more at 
'work) 

•llaviata /s'leevi.ayt/ vt to relieve (a troublesome situation, sute of 
mind, etc) [LL aUeviatus, pp of alleviare, fr L ad- -t- levis light - more 
at *LiaHT) - aUefiative /-otiv/, aUevlatory /-9tri/ adj, aUeriation 
/•'ay8h(9)n/ n 

*allay Ali/ n 1 a garden walk bordered by trees or a hedge 2 a bowling 
alley 3 a narrow back street or passageway between buildings [ME fr 
MP alee, fr OF, fr aler to go, modif of L ambulate to walk] > ap/dowa 
*1 alley chiefly NAm up one's street 
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‘•llty n a playing marble (of supenor quality) [by shortening & alter, fr 
MJMbaata] 

/-.way/ n alley 3 

.All 'Fools' .Day n APRIl fools’ day 

.all 'found adv, chiefly Br with free food and lodging provided in addition 
to wages i£30 a week and ^ > 

.all fours npl \ all 4 legs of a quadruped 2 hands and knees (^crawling 
on 

.all 'hail intetj - used as a formal greeting or acclamation 
alliaceous /^li'ayshas/ adj resembling garlic or onion, esp in smell or 
taste [L allium garlic] 

alliance /a'lie^ans/ n 1 a union of families by mamage 2 a confederation 
of nations by formal treaty 3 a tie, connection <a closer ^ between 
government and industry^ [ally + -ANct] 

allied /alied, 9*\\ed/adj 1 in close association, united 2 joined in alliance 
by agreement or treaty 3a related by resemblance or common properties, 
associated (Jteraldry and ^ subjects') b related genetically 4 cap of the 
Allies 

Allies /'ahez/ n pi the nations united against the Central European 
powers in WW I or against the Axis powers in WW 11 
alligator /'ali.gayta/ n 1 either of 2 crocodilians with broad heads that 
do not taper towards the snout 2 leather made from alligator hide [Sp 
el lagarto the lizard, fr el the (fr L ille that) f lagarto lizard, fr (assumed) 
VL lacartus, fr L lacertus, lacerta - more at lizard] 
alligator pear n an avocado [by folk etymology fr avocado pear] 
.all-im'portant adj of very great or greatest impi^rtance (an -- ques- 
tion) 

,all-'in adj. 1 Br all-inclusive; esp including all costs (an ^ holiday 
in Greece) 2 Br, of wrestling having almost no holds barred 
all in adj tired out; exhausted - infml 

.all'in'clusive adj including everything (a broader and more view) - 

Rll-inciualTeness n 

alliterate /a'litarayt/ vi to form an alliteration vt to arrange or place 
so as to make alliteration [back-formation fr alliteration] 
alliteretion /9,lita'raysh(9)n/ n the repetition of usu initial consonant 
sounds in neighbounng words or syllables (c g threatening throngs of 
threshers) [ad- + L littera letter] - alliterative /-rativ/ adj, allfteratively 
adv 

allium /'ali am/ n any of a large genus of plants of the lily family 
including the onion, garlic, chives, leek, and shallot [NL, genus name, fr 
L, garlic] 
alio- - see ALL- 

allocable /'abkabi/ adj capable of being allocated 
allocate /'abkayt/ vt la to apportion and distribute (e g money or 
responsibility) in shares b to assign (sthg limited in supply) to as a share 
(we’ve been ^ d the top flat) 2 to earmark, designate < a section of the 
buildmg for research purposes) [ML allocatus, pp of allocare, fr L ad- 
+ hcare to place, fr locus place - more at 'si all] - allocatable adj, 
allocator n. allocation /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 

allochthonous, allocthonous /a'lokthmss/ adj, of a plant, animal, or 
substance entering a particular ecological region from an outside source 
lit//- + -chthonous (as in autochthonous)] 
allocution /.ab'kyoohsh(3)n/ n a (stirnng) formal speech [L allocution- , 
alheutio, fr allocutus, pp of alloqui to speak to, fr ad- + loqui to 
apeak] 

allogamoua /a'logamos/ adj reproducing by cross-fertilization [all- + 
-gamous] - allogamy /-mi/ n 

allograft /'ab.grahft, -.graft/ n a graft between 2 genetically unlike 
members of the same species 

'allomorph /'alo.mawf/ n any of 2 or more distinct crystalline forms of 
the same substance [ISV] - allomorpbic /-'mawfik/ adj, allomorphism 
/-.mawfiz(3)m/ n 

^allomorph n any of 2 or more alternative forms of a morpheme (e g the 
-es of dishes, and the -s of dreams) [alio- + morpheme] - allomorphic 
/-'mawfik/ adj, allomorphism /-.mawriz(d)m/ n 
allopathy /a'lopothi/ n conventional medical practice using all effective 
treatments, esp when producii% effects different from those of the disease 
being treated [G alhpathie, fr all- + -pathie -pathy] - allopathic 
/^loVathik/ adj, allopathically adv 

allophono /'abfohn/ o any of 2 or more alternative forms of a phoneme 
(e g the aspirated /p/ of pin and the nonaspirated /p/ of spin) [alh- + 
phone] • allophonic /-'fonik/ adj 

allopurinol /.ab'pyooorinol/n a drug used to promote excretion of unc 
acid (e g in the treatment of gout) [all- ■¥ purine ^ -o/] 
alloatario /.ab'sterik, -loh-, -'stiarik/ atjj of or being the inhibition, 


stimulation, etc of enzyme activity caused by a change (e g combining 
with a molecule) at a point on the enzyme other than its active site [all- 
+ stenc] - allosterically adv 

allot /a'lot/ vt -tt- to allocate [ME alotten, fr MF aloter, fr a- (fr L ad-) 
+ lot, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE hlot lot] * ailotter n 
allotment /a'lotmant/ n, Br a small plot of land let out to an individual 
(e g by a town council) for cultivation [allot ♦ -ment] 
allotrope /'ab.trohp/ n a form showing allotropy (graphite and diamond 
are of carbon) [ISV, back-formation fr allotropy] - allotropic 
/-'tropik/ adj, allotropically adv 

allotropy /a'lompi/ n the existence of a substance, esp an element, in 
2 or more different forms with different properties [all- + -tropy] 
,all-'OUt adj using maximum effort and resources (an ~ effort to win the 
contest/ 

.all 'out adv with maximum determination and effort, flat out - chiefly 
in go all out 

.all'over /-‘ohva/ adj covenng the whole extent or surface (a sweater with 
an ^ pattern) 

.all 'over adv 1 over the whole extent or surface (decorated — with a 
flower pattern) 2 in every respect (that's Paul - ) 
allow /a'low/ vt lad) to assign as a share or suitable amount (e g of time 
or money) ('-an hour for lunch) (2) to grant as an allowance <--<ed Aijd 
£500 a year) b to reckon as a deduction or an addition (—a gallon for 
leakage) 2a to admit as true or valid, acknowledge b to admit the 
possibility of (the facts - only one explanation) 3 to permit, e g a to 
make it possible for. enable (the gift will - me to buy a car) b to fail 
to prevent, let herself to get fat) ^vi 1 to admit the possibility of 
(evidence that -s of only one conclusion) 2 to make allowance for('- 
for expansion) [ME allowen, fr MF alouer to place (fr ML allocare) & 
allouer to approve, fr L adlaudare to extol, fr ad- + laudare to praise - 
more at aliocate, laud] 

allowable /a'lowabl/ adj 1 permissible 2 assigned as an allowance 
(expenses - against tax) 

'allowance /a'lowdns/ n la a (limited) share or portion allotted or 
granted, a ration b a sum granted as a reimbursement or bounty or for 
expenses c a reduction from a list pnee or stated pnee 2 a handicap (e g 
in a race) 3a permission, sanction b acknowledgment of your claim) 

4 the taking into account of mitigating circumstances - often pi with ung. 
meaning (make -s for his youth) 

’allowance vt 1 to put on a fixed allowance 2 to provide in a limited 
quantity 

allowedly /s'lowidh/ adv as is allowed, admittedly 
'alloy /"aloy/ n 1 a solid substance composed of a mixture of metals or 
a metal and a nonmctal thoroughly intermixed 2 a metal mixed with a 
more valuable metal 3 an addition that impairs or debases [MF a/or, fr 
aloier to combine, fr L alhgare to bind - more at ally] 

’alloy /d'loy/ vf 1 to reduce the punty or value of by adding sthg 2 to 
mix so as to form an alloy 3a to impair or debase by addition b to temper, 
moderate 

.all-'powerful adj having complete or sole power, omnipotent 
.all-'purpose adj suited for many purposes or uses 
'.all 'right adv l well enough (does - in school) 2 beyond doubt; 
certainly (he has pneumonia ) [ME alnht exactly, fr al all riht 
nght] 

’.all 'right adj 1 satisfactory, acceptable (the film is for children) 2 
safe, well (he was ill but he's ^ now) 3 agreeable, pleasing - used as a 
generalized term of approval 

’all 'right inteij 1 - used for giving assent let’s go) 2 - used in 
indignant or menacing response ('-f Just you wait) 

.all-'round adj 1 competent in many fields (an - athlete) 2 having 
general utility 3 encompassing all aspects, comprehensive (an ^ reduc- 
tion in pnee) 

.all 'round adv 1 by, for, or to everyone present (ordered drinks ~> 2 
in every respect 

.all-'roundar n sby who is competent in many fields, specif a cricketer 
who bats and bowls to a relatively high standard 
.All 'Saints' .Day n November 1 observed in Western churches as a 
festival in honour of all the saints 

'allsaad /-ficed/ n any of several many-seeded plants (e g knotgrass) 
.All 'Souls' .Day n November 2 observed in Western churches as a day 
of prayer for the souls of the departed faithful 
'all.apico /-.spies/ n (a mildly pungent spice prepared from) the berry of 
a W Indian tree belonging to the myrtle family [all -v sphe, fr iu supposed 
combination of the flavours of cinnamon, cloves, and nutmeg] 
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,all-'star udj composed wholly or chiefly of stars of the theatre, cinema, 
etc (jut cast) 

.all 'that Mdv to a marked or unusual extent; very - chiefly in negatives 
and questions (^didn’t take his threats senously} 

.all the 'best interj - used as an expression of goodwill and usu 
farewell 

.all the 'same adv nevertheless 

'all-, time adj exceeding all others yet known (an ^ best seller^ 

.all told adv with everything taken into account 
allude /3‘l(y)oohd/ vi to make indirect, casual, or implicit reference to 
[L aJludere, lit., to play with, fr ad- 4 ludere to play - more at 
ludicrous] 

,all>'up adj total inclusive of everything necessary for operation < weight 

of the aircnfiy 

'allure /a1(y)o(>9/ vt to entice by charm or attraction [ME aluren, fr MF 
a/urer, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) + hire lure - more at lurf] - allure- 
Blent n 

^allure n power of attraction or fascination, charm 
allusion /a'lyooh-zh(3)n, -'looh-/ n 1 alluding or hinting 2 (the use oO 
implied or indirect reference, esp in literature [LL allusion-, allusio, fr L 
allusus, pp of alJudere] - allusive /-siv, -ziv/ adj. allusively adv, allusive- 
neas n 

alluvion /a'l(y)oohvi-an/ n 1 the wash of water against a shore 2 fi ood 
1 3 alluvium 4 new land formed esp by water action [Lalluvion-, alluvio, 
fr alluere to wash against, fr ad- + lavere to wash - more at lyc] 
al'luvium /-vi-am/ n, pi alluviums, alluvia /-vi-a/ clay, silt, or similar 
detntal matenal deposited by running water [LL, neut of alluvius 
alluvial, fr L alluere] - alluvial /-vi-al/ adj 
'ally /alie; also a'lie/ vt 1 to join, unite with/to <allied himself with a 
wealthy family by marriagey 2 to relate to by resemblance or common 
properties (its beak allies it to the fmehesy vt to form or enter into an 
alliance with [ME allien, fr OF alier, fr L alligare to bind to, fr ad- i- 
ligare to bind - more at ligaturf] 

*ally /alie/ n 1 a sovereign or state associated with another by treaty or 
league 2 a helper, auxiliary 

•ally /-(a)!!/ suffu (adj adv) *-ly <fern/7cally> ['-^7 + -ly] 
allyl /alii/ n an unsaturated univalent radical CH:CHCHi [ISV, fr L 
allium garlic] > allylic /a'lilik/ adj 

alma malar /^Ima 'mahta, 'mayta/ n a school, college, or university 
which one has attended [L, fostenng mother] 4 

almanac, almanack /awlmanak/ n 1 a usu annual publication contain- 
ing statistical, tabular, and general information 2 chiefly Br a publication 
containing astronomical and meteorological data arranged according to 
the days, weeks, and months of a given year [ME almenak, fr ML 
almanach, perh fr Ar al-manikh the calendar] 

almandine /almandeen, -dien/ n a deep violet to red garnet used as a 
gemstone [ME alabandine, fr ML alabandina, fr Alabanda, ancient city 
in Asia Minor] 

'almighty /awl'mieti/ adj 1 often cap having absolute power over all 
<Almighty Gody 2 having relatively unlimited power (the ~ dollary 3 
great in extent, seriousness, force, etc (an crashy - infml [ME, fr OE 
ealmihtigt fr eall all 4- mihtig mighty] - almightineu n, often cap, 

almigbtieat adj 

^almighty adv to a great degree; mighty - infml 
Almighty n ood \ - + the 

almond /ahmand; also 'awl-; NAm al-/ n (the edible oval nut oQ a small 
tree of the rose family [ME almande, fr OF, fr LL amandula, al|^. of 
L amygdala, fr Gk amygdal^ 

,almond-ayed adj having narrow slanting almond-shaped eyes 
almonar /ahmana, 'al-/ n 1 one who distnbutes alms 2 a social worker 
attached to a British hospital - not now used technically [ME almoiner, 
fr OF almosnier, fr almosne alms, fr LL eleemmyna] 
almost /awimohst/ adv very nearly but not exactly or entirely [ME fr 
OE ealnueat, fr eall + nuest most] 

alma /ahmz/ n sing or pi in constr money, food, etc given to help the 
poor' (ME almesse, almes, fr OE selmesse, aims-, akin to OHG alamuosan 
alms; both fr a prehistoric WGme word borrowed fr LL eleemosyna alms, 
fr Gk elednosyne pity, alms, fr eleemdn merciful, fr eleoa pity] - almsgiver 
/-.giva/ n, almaglviBg n 

'almaihouaa /-.hows/ n, Br a privately endowed house in which a poor 
person can live 

alnico /alnikoh/ trademark - used for an alloy containing iron, nickel, 
and aiuiiiinium, from which permanent magnets are made 
Aloa /ak)h/ a | any of a large genus of succulent plants of the lily family 
with taH spikes of flowers 2 the dried juice of the leaves of various aloes 


used esp as a purgative - usu pi but sing, in constr [ME, fr LL, fr L, dried 
juice of aloe leaves, fr Gk a/ocl 

aloft /a'lofl/ adv 1 at or to a great height 2 at, on, or to the masthead 
or the upper rigging of a ship - compare alow [ME, fr ON a lopt, fr a 
on, m + lopt air] 

alone /a'lohn/ adj or adv 1 considered without reference to any other; 
esp unassisted (the children ^ would eat that muchy 2 separated from 
others, isolated (stands ^>3 exclusive of other factors (time will 
showy 4 free from interference (leave my bag ^ > [ME, fr al all *- one 
one] - aloneness n 

'along /a'long/ prep 1 in a line parallel with the length or direction of 2 
in the course of (a route or journey) 3 in accordance with (something 
these linesy [ME. fr OE andlang, fr and- against + lang long - more at 
ante] 

^along adv 1 forward, on (move > 2 as a necessary or pleasant addition; 
with one (take your flute > 3 in company and simultaneously with (pay 
a penny a week — with all the other village boys - SEU 5) 4 also; in 
ADDITION (a bill came with the parceiy 5 on hand, there <77/ be - 
in 5 minutesy - all along all the time (knew the truth all along) 
a'long of prep, dial in company with [ME dong on, fr OE gelatig on, fr 
ge-, as.sociative prefix + lang - more at co-] 

'a.Iong'side /-'sied/ adv along or at the side 

^alongside, alongside of prep 1 side by side with, specif parallel to 2 
concurrently with 

'aloof /a'loohf/ adv at a distance, out of involvement [obs aloof (to 
windward), fr 'a- 4- loof. var of luff] 

‘aloof adj distant m interest or feeling, reserved, unsympathetic - aloofly 
adv, aloofness n 

alopecia /.ab'peesha/ n usu abnormal baldness in humans or loss of 
wool, feathers, etc m animals [ME allopicia, fr L alopecia, fr Gk alopekia, 
fr aldpek-, aldpex fox - more at vulpinf] - alopecic /-'peesik/ adj 
aloud /a'lowd/ adv with the speaking voice [ME, fr 'a- f loud] 
alow /a'loh/ adv below, esp m a ship, also on or near the deck - compare 
A I OFT [ME, fr 'a- 4 low] 

alp /alp/ n a high mountain [back-formation fr Alps, mountain system 
of Europe] 

alpaca /al'paka/ n 1 (the fine long woolly hayi^O a type of domesticated 
llama found m Peru 2 a thin cloth made of or containing this wool [Sp. 
fr Aymara allpaca] 

alpenglow /Blp3n.gloh/ n a reddish glow seen near sunset or sunnse on 
the summits of mountains [prob part trans of G Alpengluhen, fr Alpen 
Alps 4 gluhen glow] 

'alpen, horn /-.hawn/ n a long straight wooden horn used, esp fonnerly, 
by Swiss herdsmen to call sheep and cattle [G, fr Alpen 4 horn 
horn] 

'alpen.stOCk /-,stok/ n a long iron-pointed staff, now superseded by the 
ice axe, for use m mountain climbing [G, fr Alpen 1 stock stafl] 
'alpha /alfa/ n 1 the 1st letter of the Greek alphabet 2 sthg that is first, 
a beginning - compare omega 2 3 - used to designate the chief or 
bnghtest star of a constellation 4 'a 4 [ME, fr L. fr Gk. of Sem origin, 
akin to Heb aleph, 1st letter of the Heb alphabet] 

‘alpha, a- adj alphabetical <- ordery 
Alpha, Alfa ~ a communications code word for the letter a 
.alpha and 'omega n the beginning and ending [fr the first and last 
letters of the Gk alphabet] 

alphabet /'alfabet/ n a set of characters, esp kttera. used to represent I 
or more languages, esp when arranged m a conventional order; also a 
system of signs and signals that can be used m |^lace of letters [ME 
dphabete, fr LL alphabetum, fr Gk alphabetdg, fr alpha + beta beta] 
alphabetical /.alfa'betikl/, alphabetic /•'betij^ adj 1 of or employing 
an alphabet 2 in the order of the letters of the alphabet -alphab^^ly 
adv 

alphabet ize, -iae /alf3be.tiez/ vt to arrange alphabetically - alpha- 
betizer n, alphabetization /-tie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

alphameric /.alfa'menk/, alphamerical /-k\/*dj alphanumeric [aJpha- 
bet 4 aumenc, numerical] 

alphanumeric /^Ifanyooh'merik/ also alphanu'merical adj 1 consist- 
ing of bo'^h letters and numbers and often symbols (e g punctuation marks 
and mathematical symbols) (RT756 is the — code); also being a charac- 
ter in an alphanumeric system 2 able to display alphanumenc characters 
[alphabet + numeric, numerical] - alphanumerically adv 
alpha particle n a positively charged nuclear particle identical with the 
nucleus of a helium atom ejected at high sp^ by some radioactive 
substances 

alpha ray n a stream of alpha particles 
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'alpha-re, ceptor n a receptor for neurotransmitters (e g adrenalin) in 
the sympathetic nervous system whose stimulation is associated esp with 
the constnction of small blood vessels and an increase in blood pressure 
- compare BtiA-RHcpproR 

alpha wave n a vanation in the electroencephalographic record of the 
electrical activity of the brain of a frequency of about lOHz that is often 
associated with states of waking relaxation 
alpine /'alpien/n an (ornamental) plant native to alpine or northern parts 
of the northern hemisphere 

Alpine adj 1 of}en not cap of, growing in, or resembling the Alps, broadly 
of or resembling any mountains 2 often not cap of or growing in the 
elevated slopes above the tree line 3 of or being competitive ski events 
compnsmg slalom and downhill racing - compare nordic 
alpinism /'alpiniz(3)m/ n, often cap the climbing of high, esp Alpine, 
mountains - alpinist n 

already /awl'redi/ adt' 1 no later than now or then; even by this or that 
time (he had ^ lefty 2 before, previously (had seen the film ^ > [ME 
al redy, fr al redy, adj, wholly ready, fr al all t redy ready] 
alright /awl'net/ adv, adj, nr interj all right - nonstandard [ME. fr 
a! + right] 

Aleatian /arsaysh(9)n/ n (any oO a breed of large intelligent dogs often 
used as guard dogs [ML Alsatia Alsace, region of France (formerly of 
Germany)] 

'aleike .clover /'alsiek, 'awl-, -sik/ n a European perennial clover used 
as a forage plant [Alsike, town in Sweden] 
alto /awlsoh/ adv as an additional circumstance, besides [ME, fr OE 
eallswa, fr call all -i- swa so -- more at so] 

'also-, ram n it entrant, esp a horse, that finishes outside the first 3 
places in a race 2 a person of little importance 
Altaic /al'tayik/ adj of or constituting a language family comprising 
Turkic, Tungusic, and Mongolian [Altai mountains, range in central 
Asia] 

altar /'awita/ n 1 a usu raised structure or place on which sacrifices arc 
offered or incense is burnt in worship 2 a table on which the bread and 
wine used al communion ^are consecrated or which serves as a centre of 
worship or ntual USE-Jf chvrcu [ME alter, ft OE altar, fr L altare\ 
akin to L adolere to bum up] 

'altar, piece /-.pees/ n a work of art that decorates the space above and 
behind an altar 

altazimuth /al'tazimath/ n an instrument, specif a telescope, mounted 
so that It can swivel honzontally and vertically [ISV a/ntude a/i- 
muth] 

alter /'awlta/ vt 1 to make different without changing into sthg else 2 
chiefly NAm to castrate, spay - euph - vi to become different [ME 
alteren, fr MF alterer, fr ML alterare, fr L alter other (of two); akin to 
L alius other - more al fi sf] - alterer n, alterable adj, alterably adv, 
alteration /-'raysh(3)n/ n, alterability /-ra'bibti/ n 
altercation /,awlt3kaysh(3)n/ n a heated quarrel, also quarrelling [ME 
altercacioun, fr MF altercation, fr L altercation-, altercatio, fr altercatus, 
pp of altcrcan to quarrel, dispute, fr (assumed) altercus contending, fr 
alter other] 

.alter ‘ego /'alta/ n a second self, esp a trusted fnend [L, lit , 
another 1] 

'alternate /awrtuhnat/ adj 1 occurring or succeeding each other by 
turns (a day of ^ sunshine and rainy 2a of plant parts arranged singly 
firgt on one side and then on the other of an axis - compare opposhf lb 
PLANT b arranged one above or alongside the other 3 every other, 
every second (he works on daysy 4 of an angle being either of a pair 
on opposite sides of a transverse line at its intersection with 2 other lines 
5 NAm 'alternativf 2 [L altematus, pp of alternate to alternate, fr 
altemus alternate, fr alter] - alternately adv 
‘altarnata /'awlta.nayt/ vt to interchange with sthg else in turn work 
with sleepy ^ kt' \ of 2 things to occur or succeed each other by turns 
(work and sleep > 2 to undergo or consist of repeated change from one 
thing to another' <he ^s between work and sleepy - alternation 
/-'naysh(a)n/ n 

alternating currant n an dectnc current that reverses its direction at 
regularly recumng intervals 

alternation of generations n the occurrence of 2 or more usu 
alternating sexual and asexual forms differently produced in the life cycle 
of a plant or animal 

'alternative /awl'tuhnativ/ adj 1 affording a choice, esp between 2 
mutually exclusive options 2 constituting an alternative 3 of or catering 
for the alternative society ('^ technologyy - alternatively adv 
'alternative n 1 an opportunity or need for deciding between 2 or more 


possibilities 2 either of 2 possibilities between which a choice is to be 
made, also any of more than 2 such possibilities 
alternative aociety n the group of people who reject conventional 
social institutions, practices, and values in favour of a life-style based esp 
on communal ownership and self-sufficiency - compare cx>untercul- 
ruRL 

alternator /|awlt3,naytd/ n an electnc generator for produang alternat- 
ing current car 

although also altho /awl'dhoh/ conj in spite of the fact or possibility 
that, though [ME although, fr al all f though] ^ 
altimeter /'alti.meeta/ n an instrument for measunng altitude [L altus 
* E -meter] - altimetry /al'timatn/ n 
altitude /'altityoohd/ n 1 the angular elevation of a celestial object above 
the horizon 2 the height of an object (e g an aircraft), esp above sea level 
3 the perpendicular distance from the base of a geometrical figure to the 
vertex or the side parallel to the base mathematics [ME, fr L 
altitudo height, depth, fr altus high, deep - more at old] > altitadlBal 
/.alti'tyoohdinl/ adj 

alto /'altoh/ n, pi altos la a countertenor b a contralto 2 the second 
highest part in 4-part harmony 3 a member of a family of instruments 
having a range between the treble or soprano and the tenor [It. lit., high, 
fr L altus] - alto adj 

alto clef n a C clef placing middle C on the 3rd line of the staff 

MUSIC 

altocumulus /.altoh'kyoohmyoolas/ n, pi altocumuli /-be/ a cloud 
formation consisting of large whitish globular cloudlets at a higher level 
than cumulus [NL, fr L altus + NL -o- + cumulus] 

'altogether /.awita'gedha/ adv 1 wholly, thoroughly (an ^ different 
problemy 2 ali told 3 in the main; on the whole 4 in every way 
(more complicated ^ > [ME altogedere, fr al all -»■ togedere together] 
^altogether n the nude (posed in the --y - infml 
altostratus /.altoh'strahtos/ n, pi altostrati /-tie/ a clgud formation 
similar to cirrostratus but darker and at a lower level weather 
[NL. fr L altus NL -o- + s/ratus] 

altricial /al'tnsh(a)l/ adj, of a bird (having young) needing care for some 
time after birth - compare precocial [L altnc-, altnx, fern of ahor one 
who nounshes, fr altus, pp of alere to nourish - more at old] 
altruism /'altrooh,iz(a)m/ n unselfish regard for or devotion to the 
welfare of others [F altruisme, fr autrui other people, fr OF, oblique case 
form of autre other, fr L alter] - altruist n, altruistic /-'istik/ s4f, 
altruistically adv 

alula /'alyoob/ n, pi alulae /-li/ bastard wing [NL. fr L, dim. of ala 
wing - more at aisle] - alular adj 

alum /'abm/ n (any of vanous double salts with a similar crystal 
structure to) a sulphate of aluminium with potassium or ammonium, used 
esp as an emetic and astnngent [ME, fr MF alum, alun, fr L alumen • 
more at ale] 

alumina /3'l(y)oohmina/ n aluminium oxide that occurs naturally as 
corundum [NL, fr L alumin-, alumen alum] 

aluminate /a'l(y)oohminayt/ n a compound of alumina with a metallic 
oxide 

aluminium /^lyooh'mini-am, -yoo-/ n a bluish silver-white malleable 
light tnvalent metallic element with g^ electneal and thermal conduc- 
tivity and resistance to oxidation periodic table [NL, fr 

alumina] 

alumin-iza, -isc /a'lyoohmi,niez/ vt to treat or coat with aluminium 
aluminous /a'l(y)oohminas/ adj of or containuig alum or aluminium 
aluminum /aloohminam/ n, NAm aluminium 
alumnus /a'luronas/, fern alumna /-na/ n, pi alumni /-nie/, fern ahunaBe 
/-ni/ chiefly NAm a former student of a particular school, ct^lege, or 
university; broadly a former member of any organization [L, foster son, 
pupil, fr alere to nourish - more at old] 

alveolar /.alvi'ohb, al'vee ab/ adj 1 of, resembling, made up of, or 
having alveoli or an alveolus 2 articulated with the tip of the tongue 
touching or near the ndge of flesh behind the front teeth (an 
consonanfy 

alveolus /.alvi'ohbs, al'vee-alM/ n, pi alveoli /-lie/ arngll cavity or pit: 
e g a a socket for a tooth b an air cell of the lungs digestion c 
a cell or compartment of a honeycomb [NL, fr L, dim, of alveua cavity, 
hollow, fr alvus belly: akin to ON hvann/d// stalk of angelica. Ok auka, 
a reed instrument] 

alway /'awlway/ adv, archaic always [ME] 
always /'awlwayz, -wiz/ adv la at all times (have ^ Evad here) b in 
all cases (they ^ have long taihy 2 on every occasion: repeatedly (bc*s 
^ compUaningy 3 forever, perpetually (will ^ hve you) 4 as a last 
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The evolution of the 
alphabet 

This diagram illustrates the history 
of the alphabet by showing how 
one of the original Semitic letters, 
shm, has evolved in some of the 
principal descendant scripts 


Western or 
Canaanite branch 


Early Greek and Etruscan 

The Greeks borrowed the Semitic 
alphabet from the Phoenicians about 
1 000 BC They adapted letters for 
non'Groek sounds to represent vowels, 
thus Semitic ’a/p (glottal stop! became 
Greek alpha (a! Greek was written 
right-to-left and left-to-right in 
alternate lines, but later settled on 
left-to right order 


ProtO'Samitic 

The original 22-letter Semitic alphabet was invented 
in the Palestine/Syria area some time before 
1 500 BC, probably in imitation of Egyptian writing 
Stylized pictures stood for the initial sounds of the 
things pictured, all Semitic words began with 
consonants, so the script had no vowels 


<S2> 

^ w 


Edstern or 
Aramaic branch 





KTEY^ :/na£UIT05- 
0+ 


Mongolian 

The Mongolian alphabet is one 
of several Central Asian 
scripts descended from the 
Semitic alphabet, it is written 
vertically, starting at the left 


Monumantal Roman capitals 
The Romans borrowed the 
alphabet from the Etruscans 
These senfed capitals were 
used for inscriptions on stone, 
cursive forms developed for 
handwriting 


IMPCAESARI 
MARCO AVREUJO 


Later Greek 

By about 350 BC the form of 
alphabet used in Ionia was 
standardized throughout the 
Greek world 


O A 1-1 MO 2 
O AGHNAinN 


Arabic 

Arabic script is always written 
cursively, there is no separate 
printed form The letter- 
shapes are so simplified that 
some have become identical, 
and dots are added to 
distinguish them 




*rj3 


Hebrew 

The 'Square Hebrew’ alphabet 
usecl^, today was developed 
after 300 BC, previously the 
Hebrew language had been 
written in a script belonging to 
the Western Semitic branch 
Like Arabic, Hebrew is written 
from right to left 

V9'h naona p iwowa 

w*?! r6a‘?3 p 


National cursive hands 

After the Roman Empire broke up, divergent forms of script 
evolved in various parts of Europe 


xtwMif lAmna am 
ploiiOimc 


Cyrillic 

Russian uses an alphabet invented in 
the 9th century by St Cyril, it derives 
from the Greek alphabet, 
supplemented by Hebrew letters for 
non-Greek sounds 


CIU 


mKUiuujvjii I f y 

^ sHch^'^ 


The modern 'Roman alphabet' 

1 Bth'Century Italian typographers combined Carolingian minuscules with 
Monumental capitals to create an alphabet with distinct upper and lower case 
shapes for most letters. Small s had two forms, 'short s' being used only at 
ends of words until it supplanted 'long s’ in tfie 1 9th century. 


Ssf 


PoftHabraam fihus cjus 
Ifaac in piecace fucceffit 
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Types of script 

The several hundred writing-systems 
of the world are based on many 
different principles This diagram 
classifies and illustrates the various 
possibilities in terms of a sequence of 
choices. 







In the Han'gCll script of Korea, separata 
features of a sound are syrTtbolizad 
independently 


airstream 

interrupted 


hissing between 
tongue and teeth * 




sdn 


tongue-tip touches 
teeth-ridge 

Chosdn 'Morning Fresh' (ancient name of 
Korea) 

Pitman's Shorthand uses a similar system 
to represent the sounds of English 


Mixed systems 

Meny scripts involve more than one of the 
principles displayed here. For instance, 
Japanese writing uses both the morpheme 
symbols of Chinese and syllabic script 
comparable to Linear B. English orthography 
can be regarded as a mixed system, it is 
approximately phonemic, but the many 
'irregularities' tend to provide distinctive 
apeltinga for meaningful units, as in Chinese 
writing. (Compare sign with stgn-Btum, or 
right, write, rite, and wright ) 


Many primitive tribes have evolved subtle systems for transmitting 
messages graphically without reference to spoken words This letter 
from a girl of the Yukaghir tribe of Siberia to her errant lover expresses 
a complex message through styli/ed pictures 



Western mathematics is another such system, a formula such as 
00 > 3* IS understood in the same way by people who speak 
different languages This kind of 'writing' is on the increase at 
present, to create intcrnaiionallv-recogni/able signs in areas such as 
clothes care and traffic information 

\-U-/ .-/mX 

do not bleach itand wash only level crossing 



no entry 


Cfiinese script has a separate written symbol for each word or 
‘morpheme in the language (Morphemes are the minimal meaningful 
elements out of which complex words are built ) Chinese words vary 
greatly in pronunciation in different regions, but their written form is 
constant 






JSL 


I brush ink co operate is-called rich 

'For brush and ink to co operate is known as richness (in calligraphy) ' 

1 Tiadiliunally, Chinese was written vertically downwards, beginning at 
i the right, the left to light hori^ordal system is also now used 


The Linear B script was used to write Greek before the fall of the 
Mycenean civilization about 1 200 BC 


T0T^ ij|5 

e ga me mo no Agamemnon' 

Because there are fewer different symbols m die script than Greek 
has syllables, pairs of consonants were written by 'borrowing' a 
' allowing vowel and consonants at the end of syllables were ignored' 
tf)us mnon became mo no 




F(e vencido al 6ngel del sueho, el funesto 
alegbrico 


Spanish is a good example of a language 
with a 'phonemic' spelling system lone 
sound - one symbol) 


Semitic languages are mostly written in 
vowel less scripts In Hebrew writing, some 
vowels may be indicated by consonant 
letters (w for long u, h for long a) but most 
vowels are ignored The script reads from 
right to left 

nns nna 

h t ^ k ' w r b 
bSrukh *atta 'Blessed art Thou . ' 

A system for indicating vowels exactly by 
adding small marks to the consonant-letters 
has been invented, but is not normally 
used in practice 


In Indian scripts such as OevanSgari (used 
for classical Sanskrit and modern Hindi), 
groups of consonants are indicated by 
amalgamating the symbols for single 
consonants, and vowels are shown by 
strokes above and below the consonant 
letters. 

7T ^ ^ ^ 

m b mb mbe mbu jimbunada 
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resort, at any rate ithey could - eat cakey [ME alway. alwayes, fr OE 
ealne weg, lit., all the way. fr ealne (acc of call all) ^ weg (acc) way - more 
at wayJ 

alytsum /alisam/ n 1 any of a genus of Old World yellow-flowered 
plants of the mustard family 2 an annual or perennial European plant of 
the mustard family that has clusten of small fragrant usu white flowers 
[NL. fr Gk alysson, plant believed to cure rabies, fr neut of alyssos cunng 
rabies, fr a- + lyssa rabies] 

am /am. m, strong am/ pres I sing of he [ME. fr OE com, akin to ON 
em am, L sum, Gk eimi, OE is is] 

AM /.ay 'em/ adj of or being a broadcasting or receiving system using 
amplitude modulation [amplitude modulation] 

amah Ama, 'ahma/ n an Onentai female servant; esp a Chinese nurse 
[Pg ama wet nurse, fr ML amma] 

amalgam /a'malgam/ n I an alloy of mercury with another metal (c g 
used m making dental fillings) 2 a mixture of different elements [ME 
amalgame, fr MF. fr ML amaJgama, prob denv of Gk malagma emollient, 
fr maJasscin to soften] 

amalgamate /a'malgamayt/ vt to unite (as lO m an amalgam, esp to 
combine into a single body 

amalgamation /3.malg3'maysh(a)n/ n 1 amalgamating or being amal- 
gamated 2 a consolidation, merger of 2 companies') 
amanuensis /a.manyooh‘ensis/ n, pi amanuenses /-seez/ sby employed 
to wnte from dictation or to copy manuscnpt [L, fr (servus) a manu slave 
with secretanal duties] 

amaranth /'amaranth/ n 1 any of a large genus of coarse plants some 
of which are cultivated for their showy (purple) flowers 2 a dark reddish 
purple colour 3 an imaginary flower that never fades - chiefly poetic [L 
amarantus, a flower, fr Gk amaranton, fr neut of amarantos unfading, fr 
a- f marainein to waste away - more at smart] - amaranthine 
/.ama'ranthiii. -thien/ adj 

amaryllis /.ama'nhs/ n any of a genus of bulboas African plants of the 
daffodil family with showy flowers in umbels [NL, genus name, prob fr 
L, name of a shepherdess in Vergil's Eclogues] 
amass /a'mas/ vt 1 to collect for oneself; accumulate a great 
fortune) 2 to bnng together into a mass, gather [MF amasser, fr OF, fr 
a- (fr L ad-) f masser to gather into a mass, fr masse ma.vs] 
amateur Amata, -cha/ n 1 one who engages m a pursuit as a pastime 
rather than as a profession; esp a sportsman who has never competed for 
money 2 one who practises an art or science unskilfully; a dabbler [F, < 
fr L amator lover, fr amatus, pp of amare to love] - amateur adj, 
■mateuriah adj, amateuriahly adv, amateuriahneas n, amateuriam n 
amative Amativ/ adj disposed to love, amorous - fml [ML amativus, 
fr L ama/us] 

amatory Amat(3)n/ adj of or expressing sexual love 
amaurosis /^maw'rohsis/ n, pi amauroses /-seez/ decay of sight, esp 
due to neurological disease, without obvious change or damage to the eye 
[NL, fr Gk amaurosis, lit., dimming, fr amauroun to dim, tr amauros dim] 
- aanaurotic /-'rotik/ adj 

amate /a'mayz/ vt to fill with wonder; astound [ME amasen, fr OE 
amasian, fr a- (perfective prefix) 4 (assumed) mastan to confuse] 
a'mazement /-mant/ n great astonishment [amaze 4 -ment] 
amazing /a'mayzmg/ adj - used as a generalized term of approval <s/ie 
has the most ^ vintage car) 

a'mazingly /-h/ adv 1 to an amazing degree 2 as is amazing she 
believed his story) 

amazon /'amax(i)n/ n, oflen cap a tall strong athletic woman [ME. fr 
L, fr Gk Amazon, one of a mythological race of female warnors] 
Amazonian /.ama'zohnyan, -ni*an/ adj 1 not cap, esp of a woman 
masculine, aggressive 2 of the Amazon nver or its valley 
ambassador /amliasado/ n 1 an official envoy: e g a a top-ranking 
diplomat accredited to a foreign government or sovereign as a resident 
representative b one similarly appointed for a special and often temporary 
diplomatic assignment 2 a representative, messenger [ME ambas^our, 
fr MF ambassadeur, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG ambaht service] - 
anhsamdonUp n, ambssssdorial /am.basa‘dawri'al/ adj 
am,bassador-at-1arga n, pi ambaaaadora-at-large a diplomatic or 
ministerial representative of the highest rank not accredited to a particular 
foreign government or sovereign 

•mbsssadrsss /am'basadns/ n 1 a female representative or authonzed 
meiaenger 2 the wife of an ambassador 
ambgr /'amba/ o 1 a hard yellowish to brownish translucent fossil resin 
used diiefly for ornaments and jewellery 2 the colour of amber Jaycllow 
traffic light meaning ’caution’ [ME ambre, fr MF, fr ML ambra, fr Ar 
^Aar ambergria) - ambar atjj 


'ambergris /-.grees, -,gns/ n a waxy substance found floating in tropical 
waters, believed to onginate in the intestines of the sperm whale, and used 
in perfumery as a fixative [ME ambregns, fr MF ambre gris, fr ambre 
4 gns grey - more at csri/zled] 

ambi- /ambi-/ prefix both, two (^ambivalent) (ambiguous) [L ambi-, 
arnb- both, around, akin to L ambo both, Gk ampho both, amphi around 

- more at by] 

ambidextrous /.ambi'dekstras/ adj 1 able to use either hand with equal 
case 2 unusually skilful, versatile 3 characterized by deceitfulncss and 
double-dealing [LL ambidexter, fr L ambi- • dexter on the right, skilful] 

- ambidextrously adv, ambidexterity /-dek'stersti/ n 
ambience, ambiance /'ambi ans (Fr dbiQs)//i a surrounding or pervad- 
ing atmosphere; an environment, milieu [F ambiance, fr ambiant sur- 
rounding, fr L ambient-, ambiens] 

'ambient Ambi ant/ adj surrounding on all sides, encompassing - fml [L 
ambient-, ambiens, prp of ambire to go round, fr ambi- 4 ire to go - more 
at issue] 

‘ambient n ambience - fml 

ambiguity /.ambi'gyooh ati/ n 1 (a word or expression with) the quality 
of being ambiguous or imprecise in meaning 2 uncertainty of meaning or 
relative position (the basic - of her political stance) 
ambiguous /am'bigyoo-as/ adj 1 vague, indistinct, or difficult to 
classify 2 capable of 2 or more interpretations [L ambiguus, fr ambigere 
to wander about, fr ambi- t agere to drive - more at aolni] - 
ambiguously adv, ambiguousnem n 

ambit /'ambit/ n 1 a limiting circumference 2 the bounds or limits of 
a place; the precincts 3 a sphere of influence; a scope [ME, fr L ambitus, 
fr ambitus, pp of ambire] 

ambition /am'bish(a)n/ n la a strong desire for status, wealth, or power 
b a desire to achieve a particular end 2 an object of ambition [ME, fr MF 
or L, MF, fr L ambition-, ambitio, lit , going round, fr ambitus, pp] - 
ambitionless adj 

ambitious /am'bish.Ts/ adj la having or controlled by ambition b 
desirous of, aspinng 2 resulting from or showing ambition (an - 
attempt) 3 elaborate (cooked nothing more than boiled eggs) - 
ambitiously adv, ambitiousness n 

ambivalence /am'bivabns/ n the state of having 2 opposing and 
contradictory attitudes or feelings towards an object, person, etc [ISV] - 
ambivalent adj, ambivalently adv 

ambivert Ambi.vuht/ n a person with both extroverted and introverted 
charactenstics {ambi- < -vert (as in introvert)] .ambi'version 
/-'vuhsh(D)n/ n 

'amble /'ambi/ vi ambling /'ambling, 'ambl ing/ to move at an amble 
[ME amblen, fr MF ambler, fr L ambulare to walk] 

‘amble n 1 an easy gait of a horse in which the legs on the same side of 
the body move together 2 an easy gait 3 a leisurely stroll 
amblyopia /.ambli'ohpi-a/ n poor sight without obvious change or 
damage to the eye [NL, fr Gk amblyopia, fr atnblys blunt, dull 4 dpia 
-opia] - amblyopic /-'ohpik/ adj 

ambo /'amboh/ n, pi ambos, ambones /am'bohneez/ a pulpit in an early 
Chnstian church [ML ambon-, ambo, fr LGK ambon, fr Gk, nm] 
ambrosia /am'brohzi a, -zh(y)3/ n 1 the food of the Greek and Roman 
gods 2 sthg extremely pleasing to the taste or smell [L, fr Gk. lit . 
immortality, fr ambrotos immortal, fr a- f -mbrotos (akin to brotos 
mortal) - more at murder] - ambrosial adj 
ambulance /'ambyoobns/ n a vehicle equipped to transport the injured 
or ill [F, field hospital, fr ambulant itinerant fr L ambulant-, ambulans, 
prp of ambulare] 

ambulant /'ambyoobnt/ adj I of a patient not confined to bed; able to 
* walk 2 moving about [L ambulant-, ambukns] 

* 'ambulatory Ambyoobt(3)ri/ adj 1 of or adapted for walking; also 
occurring while walking 2 moving or movable from place to place; not 
fixed 3a ambulant 1 b of or for sby who is able to walk about 
treatment) [L ambulatonus, fr ambulatus, pp of ambulare] 
‘ambulatory n a sheltered place for walking; specif the apse aisle of a 
church 

ambuscade /^mboo'skayd/ n an ambush [MF embuscade, modif of 
Olt imhoscata, fr imboscare to place in ambush, fr in (fr L) 4 bosco forest, 
perh of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG base forest - more at in] 

'ambush Amboosh/ vt to attack from an ambush; waylay vi to lie in 
wait; lurk p^E embushen, fr OF embuschler, fr en in (fr L in) 4 busche 
stick of firewood] - ambushment n 

‘ambush n 1 the concealment of soldiers, police, etc in order to carry out 
a surprise attack from a hidden position 2 people stationed in ambush; 
also their concealed position 
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am^ba /»'meebd/ n, chiefly NAm an amoeba - amebic also ameban adj, 
ameboid adj 

amaar /a'mia/ n an emir 

amaliorata /a'meeiyarayt/ vb to make or become better or more 
tolerable [alter of meliorate] ~ ameliorative /-rativ/ adj, amelioration 
/-'raysh(a)n/ n 

aman /.ah'men, ,ay-, mteij > used to express solemn ratification (e g 
of an expression of faith) or hearty approval (c g of an assertion) (ME, fr 
OE. fr LL, fr Gk amen, fr Heb amen] 

amanabla /a'meenabi/ adj 1 liable to be brought to account; answerable 
2a capable of submission (e g to judgment or test) b readily persuaded to 
yield or agree; tractable [prob fr (assumed) AF. fr MF amener to lead up, 
fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) f mener to lead, fr L minare to dnve, fr minan 
to threaten - more at 'mount] - amenably adv, amenability 
/-na'bibti/ n 

amend /a'mend/ vt 1 to put nght, specif to make emendations in (e g 
a text) 2a to change or modify for the better; improve b to alter (e g a 
document) formally < ^ the constitution^ [ME amenden, fr OF amender, 
modif of L emendare, fr e. ex out ^ menda fault, akin to L mendax lying, 
mendicus beggar, Skt minda physical defect] 

a'mendment /-mant/ n 1 the act of amending, esp for the better 2 an 
alteration proposed or efTected by amending (^several ^ s /o the Bilt) 
a'mends n pi but sing or pi in constr compensation for a loss or injury, 
recompense (^make (ME amendes, fr OF, pi of amende reparation, 
fr amender] 

amenity /a'menati, a'meeV n 1 sthg (e g a public facility) conducive to 
matenal comfort - often pi (^urban amenities, roads, water, sewerage, and 
power - J^'atiohai limes (Sydney)) 2 sthg (eg a conventional social 
gesture) conducive to ease of social intercourse - usu pi 3 pleasantness, 
esp of environment - fml [ME amende pleasantness, fr L amoenitat-, 
amoemtas, fr amoenus pleasant] 

amenorrhoea, chiefly NAm amenorrhea /a,mena'na. ayV n abnormal 
absence of the menstrual discharge [NL, fr a- ^ Gk men month *■ NL 
-o- + -rrhoea - more at moon] 

amentia /a'mensha/ n (congenital) mental deficiency [NL, fr L, mad- 
ness, ft ament-, amens mad, fr a- (fr ab-) f ment-, mens mind - more at 
mind] 

amerce /a'muhs/ vt to punish, esp by a fine [ME amercien, fr AF 
amercier, fr OF a merci at (one’s) mercy] - amercement n. amerciable 
Ashabl/ adj 

'American /a'menkan/ n 1 a N or S Amencan Indian 2 a native or 
inhabitant of N or S Amenca 3 a citizen of the USA 4 English as 
typically spoken and written in the USA [Amenca, western continent, fr 
NL, fr Amencus Vespucius (Amengo Vespucci) tl5l2 It navigator] 
’American adj 1 (charactenstic) of N or S Amenca 2 (charactenstic) of 
the USA 3 of the N and S Amencan Indians 

A,merican 'dream n a vision of freedom, equality, matenal prospenty, 
and glossy modernity as being realized or attainable in the USA - usu + 
the 

American Indian n a member of any of the indigenous peoples of N, 
S, or central Amenca excluding the Eskimos 

Americanism /a'menk3niz(a)m/ n 1 a charactenstic feature (e g a 
custom or belieO of Americans or Amencan culture 2a adherence or 
attachment to Amenca and its culture b the promotion of Amencan 
policies 

american ize, -ise /a'menkdmez/ vb, often cap to (cause to) have or 
acquire Amencan customs, charactenstics, etc - amcricanization 
/-nic'zaysh(a)n/ n, often cap 

americium Aama'risi am/ n a radioactive metallic element produced by 
bombardment of uranium with alpha particles periodic table 
[NL, fr America f NL -lum] 

Amerindian /.ama'rindi-an/ n, chiefly NAm American Indian 
[Anierican -v Indian] - Amerind /’ama.rind/ n, Amerindian adj, Amerindic 
/.ama'rindik/ adj 

amethyat /a'mathist/ n a semiprecious gemstone of clear purple or 
violet quartz [ME amatiste, fr OF & L; OF, fr L amethystus, fr Gk 
amethystos, lit , remedy against drunkenness, fr a- 4 methyein to be 
drunk, fr methy wine - more at 'mead] - amethystine /,ama'thistin/ 

Amharic /am'harik/ n an Ethiopian Semitic language i anguage 
- Ambaric adj 

amiable /'aymi-abi/ adj 1 (seeming) agreeable and well-intentioned; 
inoffensive 2 friendly, congenial [ME, fr MF, fr LL amicabihs fnendly, 
fr L amicus friend; akin to L amare to love] - amiablenesi n, amiably adv, 
amiability A'bibti/ n 


amlanthua /.ami'anthas/ n a fine silky asbestos [L amiantus, fr Gk 
amiantos, fr amiantos unpolluted, fr a- 4 miainein to pollute] 
amiantuB /^mi'antas/ n amianthus 

amicable /'amikabi/ adj charactenzed by friendly goodwill; peaceable 
[ME, fr LL amicabihs] - amicableness n, amic^y adv, amicability 
/-*bilati/ n 

amice /'amis/ n a vestment made of an oblong piece of white cloth worn 
by a pnest round the neck and shoulders and partly under the alb 
GARMEN r [ME amis, prob fr MF, pi of amit, fr ML amktus, fr L, cloak, 
fr amictus, pp of amicire to wrap round, fr am-, amb- found 4 jiacerv to 
throw - more at ambi-, 'jet] 

amid /a'mid/ prep in or to the middle of - poetic [ME amidde, fr OE 
onmiddan, fr on 4 middan, dat of midde mid] 

amid-, amido- comb form 1 containing an amido group (^amidoaulpburic) 

2 amin- <amidopyrene> [ISV, fr amide] 
amide /'amied, 'amid/ n any of vanous compounds resulting from 
replacement of an atom of hydrogen in ammonia by a metal atom or a 
(specif organic acid) radical [ISV, fr NL ammonia] - anddic /a'midik/ 
adj 

amido /'amidoh. a'meedoh/ adj of. being, or containing (a derivative oO 
the chemical group NH,- united to a radical derived from an acid - 
compare amino [amid-] 

amidships /a'mid, ships/ adv m or towards the middle part (of a ship) 

SHIP 

amidst /a'midst/ prep amid [ME amiddes, fr amidde 4 -es -s] 
amin-, amino- comb form containing an ammo group ianunomeOiaoe) 
[ISV, fr amine] 

amine /'ameen, a'meen/ n any of various usu organic compounds that are 
chemical bases and contain 1 or more ammo groups [ISV, fr NL 
ammonia] - aminic /a'minik/ adj 4 

amino /a'meenoh/ adj of. being, or containing (a derivative oO the 
chemical group NH;- united to a radical denved from a compound that 
IS not an acid - compare amido [amin-] 

a.mino 'acid n any of various organic acids containing an amino group 
and occurring esp m linear chains as the chief components of proteins 
amir /a'mia/ n an emir 

amiss /a'mis/ adv or adj 1 astray 2 out of order; at fault 3 out of place 
m given circumstances - usu 4 a negative <a few pertinent remarks may 
not come ^ here) [adv ME amis, fr 'a- ^ mis (n) imstake, wrong; adj 
fr adv] 

amitriptyline /^mi'tnptaleen/ n a drug widely used to treat depreasioo 
[ongin unknown] 

amity Amiu/ n fnendship [ME amite, fr MF amitS, fr ML amkitaSt ft 
L amicus fnend > more at amiable] 
ammeter /'ameeu/ n an instrument for measuring electric current in 
amperes [ampere 4 -meter] 

ammo /'amoh/ n ammunition - mfml [by shortening A alter.] 
ammonia /a'mohnya, -ni-a/ n a pungent colourless gas that is a com- 
pound of nitrogen and hydrogen and is very soluble in water, forming an 
alkaline solution [NL, ft L sal ammoniacus sal ammoniac, lit., salt of 
Ammon, fr Gk ammoniakos of Ammon, fr Ammon Ammon, Amen, an 
Egyptian god near one of whose temples it was prepared] 
ammoniacal /.ama'nic akl/, ammoniac /a'mohm,ak/ adj of, containing, 
or having the properties of ammonia 

ammoniata /a'mohnUyt/ vt 1 to combine or impregnate with 
ammonia or an ammonium compound 2 to subject to ammonification - 
ammoniation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 

ammonification /a4nohnifi'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 ammoniating 2 decompo- 
sition, esp of nitrogenous organic matter by bacteria, with productioo of 
ammonia or ammonium compounds - ammoniiy /-Xie/ vb, 
ammonificr n 

ammonite /'amaniet/ n a flat spiral fossil shell of a mollusc abundant 
esp in the Mesozoic age evolution [NL ammonites, fr L conu 
Ammonis, lit., horn of Ammon] - anusonitic /-'nitik/ adj 
ammonium /a'mohnyam, -ni-am/ n an ion or radical derived from 
ammonia by combination with a hydrogen ion or atom [NL, fr 
ammonia] 

ammonoid /'amanoyd/ n an ammonite 

ammunition /,amyoo‘nish(a)n/ n 1 the projectiles, together with thdr 
propelling charges, used in the firing of guns; aiso bomba, greasdea, etc 
containuig explosives 2 matenal used to defend or attack a point of view 
{his indiscretions provided ^ for the press) [obs F amunfdoa, fr MF, 
alter of munition] 

amnasla /ara'neezya, •zh(y)a/ n a (pathological) loss of memory (NL, 
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fr Gk MBinesia forgetfulness, prob alter, of amnatia] - amneiiac /-zi^k/. 
anncfic /-zik/ adj or n, amnestic /am'nestik/ adj 
amnMty /‘amnasti/ n the act of pardoning a large group of individuals, 
esp for political offences [Gk amnesua forgetfulness, fr amncstos forgot- 
ten, fr a- -f mnasthai to remember - more at mind] > amnesty vt 
•mniocentetis /.amniohsen'teesis/ n the insertion of a hollow needle 
into the uterus of a pregnant female, esp to obtain amniotic fluid (e g for 
the detection of chromosomal abnormality) [NL. fr amnion centesis 
puncture, fr Gk kentesis, fr kentdn to pnek - more at centre] 
amnion /'amni-an/ n, pi anmions, amnia /’amni-a/ a thin membrane 
forming a closed sac containmg the watery fluid in which an embryo is 
immersed reproduction [NL, fr Gk, caul, prob fr dim. of amnos 
lamb] - amniote /amnixiht/ adj or n, amniotic /-'otik/ adj 
amoaba, chiefly NAm ameba /a'meeba/ n, pi amoebas, amoebae /-bi/ 
any of various protozoans with lobed pseudopodia and without perma- 
nent organelles that are widely distributed in water and wet places [NL. 
genus name, fr Gk amotbe change, fr ameibein to change - more at 
migrate] > amoebic also amoeban adj 

amoaboid, chiefly NAm ameboid /9'mee.boyd/ adj (moving by means 
of protoplasmic flow) like an amoeba 
amok, amock /a'muk/ adv 1 m a murderous frenzy, raging violently 2 
OUT OF HAND 2 USE chiefly in run amok [Malay amok] 
among /a'mung/ prep 1 in or through the midst of; surrounded by 
(^living artists') 2 by or through the whole group of ^discontent ^ the 
poor) 3 in the number or class of <'« other things he was head boy) 4 
between - used for more than 2 (divided ^ the heirs) (quarrel ^ 
themselves) 5 through the joint action of (made a fortune themselves) 
[ME, fr 0£ on gemonge, fr on + gemonge, dat of gemong crowd, fr ge- 
(assoaative prefix) + -mong (akin to OE mengan to mix) - more at co-, 
mingle] 

amongst /a'mungst/ prep among [alter, of ME amonges, fr among f 
•ess] 

amontillado Amonti'lahdoh/ n, pi amontilladoi a pale fairly dry sherry 
[Sp. fr a to + monuHa wine from Montilla, town in Spain] 
amoral /a(y)‘moral, a-/ adj 1 being neither moral nor immoral, specif 
lying outside the sphere of ethical judgments 2 having no understanding 
of, or unconcerned with, morals - amoralism n, amor^ly adv, amorality 
/s(y)np'rabti/ n 

amorist /'amarist/ n 1 a devotee of sexual love; a gallant 2 one who 
writes about romantic love - amoristic /-'nstik/ adj * 

amorous /'amaras/ adj 1 of or relating to love 2 moved by or inclined 
to love or desire [ME, fr MF, fr ML amorosus, fr L amor love, fr amare 
to love] - amorously adv, amorousness n 

amorphous /a'mawfas/ adj la having no definite form; shapeless b 
without definite character; unclassifiable 2 not crystalline [Gk amor- 
phoa, fr a- + morphe form] - amorphously adv, amorphousness n 
amort-iza, -ise /a'mawtiez/ vt to provide for the gradual extinguishment 
of (e g a mortgage), usu by penodic contributions to a sinking fund [ME 
amortiaea to deaden, alienate in mortmain, modif of MF amortiss’, stem 
of amortir, ft (assumed) VL admortire to deaden, fr L ad- + mort-, mors 
death - more at murder] - amortizable /a'maw.tiezobi/ adj, amortization 
/94nawtie'zay8h(3)n, ^maw-/ n 

Amos /aymos/ n (a prophetic book of the Old Testament attributed to) 
a Hebrew prophet of the 8th c bc [Heb 'Amos] 

'amount /a'mownt/ vi to be equal in number, quantity, or significance to 
[ME amounten, fr OF amonter, fr amont upwards, fr a- (fr L ad-) mont 
mountain - more at 'mount] 

’amount n 1 the total quantity 2 the quantity at hand or under 
consideration (baa an enormous ^ of energy) 
amour /a'maw, a'mooo (Fr amur)/ n a love affair, esp when illicit [ME, 
love, affection, fr OF, fr OProv amor, fr L] 

a,mour 'propra /'propra (Fr prapr)/ n self-esteem [F amour-propre, lit., 
love of oneself] 

amp /amp/ o 1 an ampere 2 an amplifier USE infml 
AMP n a mononucleoti^ of adenine that is reversibly converted in cells 
to ADP and ATP [adenosine monophosphate] 
amparaga /'amp(»)rij/ n the strength of a current of electricity 
expressed in amperes 

ampara /'ampea/ n the basic SI unit of electric current equal to a 
constant current that when maintained in 2 straight parallel conducton 
of infinite length and negligible circular cross-section 1 metre apart in a 
vacuum produces between the conductors a force equal to 2 x 10*' newton 
per metre of length physics [Andr4 M Ampere tl836 F physi- 
. dM] 

•aMtpMP''hogr a a unit quantity of electricity equal (o the quantity 


carried past any point of a circuit by a steady current of 1 ampere flowing 
for 1 hour 

ampersand /'ampa.sand/ n a sign, typically &. standing for the word 
and [alter, of and (A) per se and, lit., (the character) A by itself (is the 
word) and] 

amphetamine /am'fetameen, -mm/ n (any of several derivatives oO a 
synthetic stimulant of the brain which is a common drug of abuse [ISV 
alpha > methyl f phcti- 4 ethyl ^ amme] 

amphi- /amfi-/, amph- prefix 1 on both sides; round <amphi/Acatre) 2 
of both kinds; both <amphibiaji> [L amphi- round, on both sides, fr Gk 
amphi; amph-, fr amphi - more at ambi-] 

amphibian /am'fibi sn/ n, pi amphibians, (/) amphibians, esp collec- 
tively amphibia /-bi-a/ 1 an amphibious organism; esp a frog, toad, newt, 
or other member of a class of cold-blooded vertebrates intermediate in 
many characteristics between fishes and reptiles 2 an aeroplane, tank, etc 
adapted to operate on or from both land and water [deriv of Gk 
amphibion amphibious being, fr neut of amphibios] - amphibian adj 
amphibious /amTibi as/ adj 1 able to live both on land and in water 
2a relating to or adapted for both land and water vehicles) b 
involving or trained for coordinated action of land, sea, and air forces 
organized for invasion 3 combining 2 positions or qualities [Gk 
amphibios, lit., living a double life, fr amphi- 4 bios mode of life - more 
at 'quick] - amphibiously adv, amphibiousness n 
amphibole /'amfi.bohl/ n any of a group of silicate minerals (eg 
hornblende) that arc important constituents of many rocks [F, fr LL 
amphibolus, fr Gk amphtbolos ambiguous, fr amphiballein to throw 
round, doubt, fr amphi- « ballein to throw] - amphibolitic /-ba'litik/ 
adj 

.amphi'mictic /-'miktik/ adj capable of (producing fertile offspnng by) 
interbreeding [ISV amphi- f Gk miktos blended, fr mignynai] - 
amphimictically adv 

.amphi'mixit /-'miksis/ n, pi amphimixes /-'mikseez/ (the union of 
germ cells in) sexual reproduction - compare apomixis (NL, fr amphi- 
4- Gk mixis mingling, fr mignynai to mix - more at mix] 
amphioxus /.amfi'oksas/ n, pi amphioxi /-'oksie/, ampbloxuses any of 
a genus of lancelets, broadly a lancelet [NL, fr amphi- + Gk oxys 
sharp] 

'amphi.pod /-.pod/ n any of vanous small crustaceans (e g the sandhop- 
per) with a body flattened sideways [deriv of Gk amphi- + pod-, pous foot 
- more at foot] - amphipod adj 

amphiabaana /.amfis'beena/ n a mythological serpent with a head at 
each end and capable of moving in either direction [L, fr Gk amphisbaJna, 
fr amphis on both sides (fr amphi round) + bainein to walk, go - more 
at BY, a)ME] 

'amphi,thaatra /-.thiata/ n 1 an oval or circular building with nsing 
tiers of seats ranged about an open space 2a a semicircular gallery in a 
theatre b a flat or gently sloping area surrounded by abrupt slopes 3 a 
place of public games or contests [L amphitheatrum, fr Gk amphithea- 
tron, fr amphi- + theatron theatre] 

amphora /amfara/ n, pi amphorae /-ri.-ne/, amphoras a 2-handled oval 
jar or vase with a narrow neck and base, orig used by the anaent Greeks 
and Romans for holding oil or wine [L, modif of Gk amphoreus, 
amphiphoreus, fr amphi- 4 phoreus bearer, fir pherein to bear - more at 
'bear] 

amphotaric /.amfa'terik/ adj partly one apd partly the other; specif 
capable of reacting chemically as both an aoM and a base [ISV, fr Gk 
amphoteros each of two, fr ampho both - ntpre at ambi-] 
ampicillin /^mpi'sihn/ n a type of penicillin psed esp to treat respiratory 
infections [ISV amin- + penicillin] 

ampla /ampl/ adj 1 generous in size, scopt, or capacity 2 abundant, 
plentiful (they had money for the trip) 3 bpxom, portly - chiefly euph 
[MF, fr L amplus large, spacious] - ampleupM n, amply /'aropli/ adv 
amplwxut /am'pleksas/ a the mating embrgee of a frog or toad during 
which eggs arc shed into the water and tlere fertilized [NL, fr L, 
embrace, fr amplexus, pp of amplecti to entwine, embrace, fr ambi- + 
plectere to plait] 

amplifhiir /’ampli.fie^/ n a device usu employing valves or transiston to 
obtain amplification of voltage, current, or power [amplify + *-er] 
amplify /'tmplifie/ vt I to expand (e g a statement) by the use of detail, 
illustration, dc 2 to make larger or greater; increase 3 to increase the 
magmtude of (a signal or other input of power) ^ ki to expand on one's 
remarks or id^ [ME amphfien, fr MF amplifier, fr L amplificare, fr 
amplus] - aaipliflcatlon /-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

amplituda /'amplityoohd, -choohd/ n 1 largeness of a dimensions b 
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scope; abundance 2 the extent of a vibration or oscillation measured from 
the mean to a maximum [L amphtudo, fr amplus -tudo -tude] 
.amplitude modulation n a modulation of the amplitude of a wave, 
esp a radio earner wave, so as to correspond with the instantaneous value 
of some signal waveform - compare frequency modula i iun 
ampoule, chiefly NAm ampul, ampule Ampoohl/ n a hermetically 
sealed small bulbous glass vessel used esp to hold a stenie solution for 
hypodermic injection [ME ampulle flask, fr OE ampulle & OF ampoule, 
both fr L ampulla] 

ampulla /am'poob/ n, pi ampullae /-li/ 1 a 2-handled globular flask 
used esp by the ancient Romans to hold ointment, perfume, or wine 2 a 
saclike anatomical swelling or pouch [ME, fr OE. fr L, dim o( amphora] 

- ampullar adj 

amputate /'ampyootayt/ vi to cut or lop ofT, esp to cut (e g a damaged 
or diseased limb) from the body [L amputatus, pp of amputare, fr am-, 
amb- round -i putare to cut, prune - more at ambi>, pave] - amputator 
Ji, amputation /''taysh(a)n/ n 

amputee /.ampyoo'tee/ n sby who has had a limb amputated 
amuck /a'muk/ adv amok 

amulet /amyoolit/ n a small object worn as a charm against evil [L 
amuletum] 

amuse /a'myoohz/ vt 1 to entertain or occupy in a light or pleasant 
manner the child with a story') 2 to appeal to the sense of humour 
of </Ae joke doesn't me) [MF amuser, fr OF. fr a- (fr L ad-) i muser 
to muse] - amuser n, amusing adj, amusingly adv, amusingness n, 
amusedly Azidli/ adv 

a'mueemept /-mant/ n a means of entertaining or occupying; a pleasur- 
able diversion iamube -ment] 

a'mueement arcade n, chiefly Br a covered area containing 
coin-operated games machines for recreation 

a'muaemertt .park n an enclosed park where vanous amusements (c g 
roundabouts, sideshows, etc) are permanently set up 
emygdalin /a'migdalin/ n a glucoside found esp m the bitter almond 
[NL Amygdalus, genus name, fr LL, almond tree, fr Gk amygdalos, akin 
to Gk amygdale almond] 

amyl /’amil. 'amiel/n a univalent hydrocarbon radical CJi,. denved from 
pentane [blend of amyl- and •//] 

amyl-, amylo- comb form starch <amyla<e> (LL amyl-, fr L amylum, fr 
Gk amylon, fr neut of amylos not ground at the mill, fr a- * myle mill 

- more at 'meal] 

amylaaa /'amilayz, -lays/ n an enzyme that accelerates the hydrolytic 
breakdown of starch and glycogen 

amyloid /amiloyd/n a firm waxy substance deposited in animal organs 
under abnormal conditions 

amyloidoaia /.amiloy'dohsis/ n a pathological condition in which amyl- 
oid is deposited [NL] 

amylopain /.amriopsm/ n the amylase of the pancreatic juice [amyl- f 
-psin (as in trypsin)] 

amyloae /'amilohz, -lohs/ n (a component or hydrolysis product oO 
starch or a similar polysacchande 

'an /(a)n; strong an/ indefinite article 'a - used (1) before words with an 
initial vowel sound oak) honour) (2) frequently, esp formerly or 
in the USA, before words whose initial /h/ sound is often lost before the 
an hotel) (3) sometimes, esp formerly in Bntish writing, before words 
like union or European whose initial sound is /y/ [ME, fr OE an one - 
more at one] 

*an, an* conj 1 and - infml 2 archaic if [ME an, alter of gnd] 

*an prep ’a - used under the same conditions as 'an 
an- - see *A- 

'•an /-an/, -Ian also -ean suffix ( '-* n) 1 one who is of or belonging to 
(^Mancunian) (^republican) 2 one skilled in or specializing in (phoneth 
cum) [-an & -lan fr ME. fr OF &. L; OF -len, fr L -lanus, fr -i- + -anus, 
fr -anus, adj suffix; -ean fr such words as Mediterranean, European] 
*-an, -iaa also -ean suffix (- adj) 1 of or belonging to (Amer- 
ican) (Christian) 2 characteristic of; resembling (Mozartean) 
(Shavian) 

*-an suffix (-» n) 1 unsaturated carbon compound (furan) 2 polymeric 
anhydnde of (a specified carbohydrate) (dextran) [ISV -an, -ane, alter, 
of -ene, -me, A -one] 

ana- /ana-/, an- prefix 1 up; upwards (anabasis) 2 back; backwards 
<ana/rqpoi/s> 3 again (anabaptism) [L. fr Gk, up, back, again, fr ana up 

- more at on] 

-ana /-'ahna/, -lana /-i'ahna/ suffix n pi) collected objects or informa- 
tion relating to or characteristic of (a specified topic or individual) 


(Cncketana) (Johnsonxana) [NL, fr L, neut pi of -anus -an A -ianus 
-lan] 

anabaptism /,ana'baptiz(3)m/ n 1 cap the (doctnne or practices of the) 
Anabaptist movement 2 the baptism of one previously baptized [NL 
anabaptismus, fr LGk anabaptismos rebaptism, fr anabaptizein to retep- 
tize, fr ana- again ^ baptizein to baptize] 

.Ana'baptist /-'baptist/ n or adj (a member) of a radical egalitarian 
Protestant movement ansing ong in Zurich in 1524, whose chief distin- 
guishing feature was its insistence on baptism or rebaptism of adult 
believers ^ 

anabatic /.ana'batik/ adj moving upwards (an ^ wind) [Gk anabatos, 
verbal of anabainein to go up or inland, fr ana- + bainan to go] 
anabiosis /.anabie'ohsis/ n, pi anabioses /-seez/ a state of suspended 
animation induced in some organisms by desiccation [NL, fr Gk anabio- 
sis return to life, fr anabioun to return to life, fr ana- 4 bios life - more 
at ‘quick] - anabiotic /-bie'otik/ adj 

anabolic steroid /.ana'bolik/ n any of several synthetic steroid hor- 
mones that cause a rapid increase in the size and weight of skeletal 
mu.sc]e 

anabolism /d'nab3.1iz(3)m/ n constructive metabolism involving the use 
of energy by a living organism to make proteins, fats, etc from simpler 
materials - compare CATAbOLisM [ISV ana- -bolism (as in metab- 
olism)] - anabolic /.ana'bolik/ adj 

anabranch /’ans.brahnch/ n a diverging branch of a nver which 
reenters the river or sinks into the ground 
anachronism /9'nakr3,niz(3)m/ n 1 an error in chronology; esp a 
chronological misplacing of people, events, objects, or customs 2 sby who 
or sthg that seems chronologically out of place [prob fr MGk anachronis- 
mos, fr anachronizesthai to be an anachronism, fr LGk anachromzdn to 
be late, fr Gk ana- chronos time] - anachronistic /-'nistik/ also 
anachronic /.ana'kronik/, anachronous /3'nakrana.s/ adj, anachronlsti- 
cally /3,nakr3'nistikli/ also anachronously /a'nakranasli/ adv 
anacoluthon /.anaka'looh.thon/ n, pi anacolutha /-tha/. anacointhoas 
syntactic inconsistency, esp the shift from one construction to another (e g 
in ‘you really ought - well, do it your own way’) [LL, fr LGk anakolou- 
thon inconsistency in logic, fr Gk. neut of anakolouthos inconsistent, fr 
an- 4 akolouthos following] - anacoluthic adj, anacolutbically adv 
anaconda /.ana'konda/ n a large semiaquatic S Amcncan snake of the 
boa family that crushes its prey in its coils [prob modif of Sinhalese 
henakandaya a slender green snake] 

anacrusis /.ana’kroohsis/ n, pi anacruses /-.seez/ 1 an unstressed 
syllable at the beginning of a line of poetry 2 1 or more notes preceding 
the first downbeat of a musical phrase [NL, fr Gk anakrousis beginning 
of a song, fr anakrouein to begin a song, fr ana- *- krouein to stnkc, beat; 
akin to Lith kruSti to stamp] 

anadromous /a'nadramas/ adj ascending nvers from the sea for breed- 
ing (salmon are -^) [Gk anadromos running upwards, fr anadrameui to 
run upwards, fr ana- ♦ dramein to run ~ more at dromfoary] 
anaemia, chiefly NAm anemia /a'necmya, -mi a/ /i la a condition in 
which the blood is deficient in red blood cells, haemoglobin, or total 
volume b ischaemia 2 lack of vitality [NL. fr Gk anaimia bloodlcssness, 
fr an- + haima blood] - anaemic adj, anaemically adv 
anaerobe /d'nearohb, 'an3,rohb/ n an organism (e g a bactenum) that 
lives only in the absence of oxygen [ISV an- * aerobe] - asserobk 
/.ana'rohbik/ adj, anaerobically adv 

anaesthesia, chiefly NAm anesthesia /,anas'theezh(y)a, -zya/ n loss of 
sensation, esp loss of sensation of pain, resulting either from injury or a 
disorder of the nerves or from the action of drugs [NL. fr Gk anaisthesta, 
fr an- 4 aisthesis sensation, fr aisthanesthai to perceive - more at 
AUDlBt e] 

anaesthetic, chiefly NAm anesthetic /.anas'thetik/ n a substance that 
produces anaesthesia, e g so that surgery can be earned out painlessly - 
anaesthetic adj, anaesthetically adv 

anaesthet ize, -ise, chiefly NAm anesthetize /a'neestha,uez/ vr to 
subject to anaesthesia, esp for purposes of surgery - anaesthetist n 
anaglyph /'ana.glif/ n an embossed ornament in low relief [LL anagly- 
phus embossed, fr Gk anaglyphos, fr anaglyphein to emboss, fr ana- -f 
glyphein to carve - more at ’cleave] - ana^yphic /-'ghfik/ adj 
anagoge, anagogy /*ana,gohji/ n mystical or diegoncai interpretation 
(e g of a text) [LL anagoge, fr LGk anagoge, fr Gk, reference, fr anagein 
to refer, fr ana- > agein to lead - more at aoent] - asagogk /-'gojik/, 
anagogical adj, anagoglcally adv 

anagram /'ana.gram/ n a word or phra.se made by rearranging the lettcn 
of another [prob fr MF anagramme, fr NL anagrammat-, anagnunma, 
modif of Gk anagrammatismos, fr anagrammatizein to transpose letters. 
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fr ana- grammat-, gramma letter > more at ^gram] - anagrammatic 
Agn'mattk/, anagnuniiuitical adj, anagraminatically adv, anagranunatize 
/^na'gniinatiez/ vt 

anal Aynl/ adj 1 of or situated near the anus 2 of or charactenzed by 
(parsimony, meticulousness, or other personality traits typical oO the 
stage of sexual development dunng which the child is concerned esp with 
Its faeces > compare oral, genital - anally adv, anality 
/ay‘nalati/ n 

analacta /,and'lekta/ n pi analects 

analects /'ana.lekts/ n pi selected miscellaneous wntings [NL analecta, 
fr Gk analekta, neut pi of analektos, verbal of analegetn to collect, fr ana- 
+ legein to gather -- more at legend] 
analeptic /.ana'Ieptik/ adj stimulating the central nervous system; 
restorative [Gk analeptikos, fr analambanetn to take up, restore] - 
analeptic n 

analgesia /,ani'jeezh(y)3, -zya/ n insensibility to pain without loss of 
consciousness [NL, fr Gk analgesia, fr an- f algesis sense of pain, fr 
algein to suffer pain, fr algos pain] - analgesic /-'jeezik/ adj or n, analgetic 
/-'jetik/ adj or n 

analogist /a'nabjist/ n one who searches for or reasons from anal- 
ogies 

analog-ize, -ise /a'nabjiez/ vb to compare by or use analogy 
analogous /a'nabgas/ adj 1 corresponding by analogy 2 being or 
related to as an analogue [L analogus, fr Gk analogos, lit , proportionate, 
fr ana- + logos reason, ratio, fr legem to gather, speak - more at i fgfnd] 

- analogously adv, analogousness n 

'analogue, SAm chiefly analog /'analog/ n sthg analogous or parallel to 
sthg else [F analogue, fr analogue analogous, fr Gk analogos] 
‘analogue, AlAm chiefly analog adf of an analogue computer 
analogue computer n a computer that operates with numbers rep- 
resented by directly measurable quantities (e g voltages or mechanical 
rotations) - compare digiiai computer 
analogy /a'nabji/ n 1 inference from a parallel case 2 resemblance in 
somt particubrs; similanty 3 the tendency for new words or linguistic 
forms to be created in imitation of existing patterns 4 correspondence in 
function between anatomical parts of different structure and origin [prob 
fr Gk analogia mathematical proportion, correspondence, fr a/ia/pgas] - 
analogic /.ana'lojik/, analogiciu /.ana'lojikl/ adj, analogically adv 
analyaand /a'nalLsand/ n sby undergoing psychoanalysis [analyse + , 
-and (as in multiplicand)] 

analyse, NAm chiefly analyze /'analiez/ vt 1 to subject to analysis 2 
to determine by analysis the constitution or structure of 3 to psycho- 
analyse [prob irreg fr analysis] - analysable adj 
analysis /a'nalasis/ n, pi analyses /-scei/ la examination and identifica- 
tion of the components of a whole b a statement of such an analysis 2 
the use of function words instead of inflectional forms as a charactenstic 
device of a language 3 psychoanalysis [NL, fr Gk, fr analyein to break 
up, fr ana- ^ lyan to loosen > more at lose] 
analyst /analist/ n 1 a person who analyses or is skilled m analysis 2 
a psychoanalyst [irreg fr analyse or analysis] 

analytic /^na'litik/, analytic^ /-kl/ adj t of analysis 2 skilled in or 
using analysis, esp in reasoning <a keenly - many 3 asserting of a subject 
a predicate that is part of the meaning of that subject; broadly logically 
necessary; tautologous < 'all women are female' is an ~ truth} - compare 
SYNTHETIC 4 characterized by analysis rather than inflection lan- 
guages} 5 psychoanalytic [LL analyticus, fr Gk analytikos, fr analyem] 

- audytically adv, analytldty /-li'tisati/ n 

analytical geometry /.ana'litikl/ n the study of geometric properties 
by means of algebraic operations on coordinates in a coordinate sys- 
tem 

anamneeia /.anam'neesis/ n, pi anaameses /-.seez/ 1 a recalling to 
mind; reminiscence 2 a patient’s preliminary case history [NL, fr Gk 
anamne^, fr anamimnakesthai to remember, fr ana- ^ mimneskesthai 
to remember - more at mind] - anamnestic /-'nestik/ adj 
anamorphic /.ana'mawfik/ adi, of (the image produced by) an optical 
tnatfument producing or having a different image magnification in each 
of 2 perpendicular directions [NL anamorphosis distorted optical image, 
fr MOk anamorphosis, fr LGk anamorphoun to transform, fir Gk ana- ^ 
morphoun to form, fr morphe shape] 

anaoaa /'anaiios, -nas/ n pineapple 1 (F or Sp; F, fr Sp ananas, fr Pg. 
modif of Guarani nana] 

anapaaat, NAm chiefly anapest /'ana.pest, -.peest/ n a metrical foot 
tonsiatini of 2 short syllables followed by 1 long [L anapaestus, fr Gk 
amapahtoa, lit., struck back (i e a dactyl reversed), fr (assumed) anapaiein 


to strike back, fr ana- + paiein to strike] - anapaestic /-'pestik, -'peestik/ 
adj or n 

anaphaac /ansifayz/ n the stage of mitosis and meiosis m which the 
chromosomes move towards the poles of the spindle [ISV] - anaphasic 
A'fayzik/ adj 

anaphora /a'nafara/ n 1 repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning 
of successive clauses, esp for effect - compare epistrophe 2 use of a 
grammatical substitute (e g a pronoun) to refer to a preceding word or 
phrase [LL, fr LGk, fr Gk, act of carrying back, reference, fr anapherem 
to carry back, refer, fr ana- f pherem to carry - more at *iiear] - 
anaphoric /.ana'forik/ adj, anaphorically adv 

anaphrodiaiac /.anafra'diziak/ n or adj (sthg) that impairs sexual desire 
[NL anaphrodisia lack of sexual desire, fr a- t Gk aphrodisios sexual - 
more at aphrodisiac] 

anaphylaxis /.anafa'laksis/ n. pi anaphylaxes Aseez/ a sometimes fatal 
reaction to drugs, insect venom, etc due to hypersensitivity resulting from 
earlier contact [NL, fr ana- + -phylam (as in prophylaxis)] ~ anaphylac- 
tic adj, anaphylactoid adj 

anarchism /'an3,kiz(a)m/ n 1 a piMitical theory holding all forms of 
governmental authority to be undesirable 2 the attacking of the estab- 
lished social order or laws, rebellion [anarchy + -ism] 
anarchist /'anakist/ n 1 one who attacks the established social order or 
laws, a rebel 2 a believer in or (violent) promoter of anarchism or anarchy 
- anarchist, anarchistic A'kistik/ adj 
anarchy /anaki/ n la absence of government b lawlessness, (political) 
disorder c a utopian society with complete freedom and no government 
2 anarchism [ML anarchia, fr Gk. fr anarchos having no ruler, fr an- + 
archos ruler - more at arch-] - anarchic /a'nahkik. a-/ adj, anarcbically 
adv 

anastigmat /a'nastigmat, an.Vstigmat/ n a lens that is not astigmatic 
[G, back-formation fr anastigmatisch anastigmatic] - anastigmatic 
/-'matik/ adj 

anastomose /a'nasta.mohz/ vb to interconnect or join by anastomosis 
[prob back-formation fr a/iasto/nos/s] 
anastomosis /d.nasta'mohsis/ n, pi anastomoses /-,see7/ 1 the inter- 
connecting union of parts or branches of streams, leaf veins, blocxi vessels, 
etc 2 the surgical joining of 2 hollow organs (e g the rejoining of the gut 
after part has been removed) [LL, fr Gk anastomosis, fr anastomoun to 
provide with an outlet, fr ana- + stoma mouth, opening - more at 
stomach] - anastomotic /-'motik/ adj 
anathema /a'nathomo/ n la (the object oO a ban or curse solemnly 
pronounced by ecclesiastical authority and accompanied by excommuni- 
cation b a vigorous denunciation, a curse 2 sby or sthg despised i^his 
opinions are to me} [LL anathemat-, anathema, fr Gk, thing devoted 
to evil, curse, fr anatithenai to set up, dedicate, fr ana- + tithenai to place, 
set - more at 'do] - anathematize /s'naihdma.tiez/ vt 
Anatolian /.ano'tohlyon/ n a branch of the Indo-European language 
family including a group of extinct languages of ancient Anatolia [Ana- 
tolia, Asia Minor] - Anatolian adj 

anatomist /d'natamist/ n 1 a student of anatomy (skilled in dissection) 
2 one who analyses minutely and cntically <an of urban society} 
anatom-ize, -ise /s'natomicz/ vt 1 to dissect 2 to analyse, esp cnti- 
cally 

anatomy /a'natami/ n 1 (a treatise on) the biology of the structure of 
organisms 2 dissection 3 structural make-up, esp of (a part oO an 
organism 4 an analysis 5 the human body VSE (3AS) [ME, prob 
fr MF anatomic, fr LL anatomia dissection, fr„Gk anatome, fr anatemndn 
to dissect, fr ana- + temnem to cut - n|ore at tome] - anatomic 
/^no'tomik/, anatomical adj, anatomically $dv 
-anca /-ans/ suffix ( - n) 1 action or prq|ces$ of (^furtherance}-, also 
instance of (a specifted action or process) ^rformance} 2 quality or 
state of <brf///ance>; also instance of (a specif^ quality or state) {protub- 
erance} 3 amount or degree of {conductance} [ME, fr OF, fr L -antia, 
fr -ant-, -ans -ant f -la -y] 

ancaftfor Aansesta, -sos-/, fern aoceatreM Atris/ n la one from whom 
a person is docended, usu more distant than a grandparent b fore- 
fatherv 2 2a progenitor of a more recent (species oQ organism [ME 
ancestre, fr OF, fr L antecessor sby or sthg that goes before, fr antecessus, 
pp of antecedere to go before, fr ante- cedere to go > more at cede] - 
anccftral /an'sestral/ adj, ancestrally adv 
ancaatry Aansestri, -sas-/ n a line of esp noble descent; a lineage 
'anchor Aangka/ n 1 a usu metal device dropped to the bottom from a 
ship or boat to hold it in a particular place 2 sby or sthg providing support 
and security; a mainstay 3 sthg that serves to hold an object firmly [ME 
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ancre, fr OE ancor, fr L anchora, fr Gk ankyra\ akin to L uncus hook - 
more at ’angle] - anchorless adj 

‘anchor vt 1 to hold in place in the water by an anchor 2 to secure firmly, 
fix ^vi 1 to cast anchor 2 to become fixed, settle 
anchorage /'angkanj/ /i 1 a place (suitable) for vessels to anchor 2 a 
source of reassurance 3 sthg that provides a secure hold or attachment 
{^ANCHOR -f -age] 

anchoret /'angkarat/ n an anchonte 

anchorite /'angk9,net/, fem anchoress /'angk(9)ns/. anchress 
/'angkns/ n one who lives in seclusion, usu for religious reasons [ME, 
fr ML anchonta, alter of LL anachoreta, fr LGk anachorctes, fr Gk 
anachdrem to withdraw, fr ana- 4 chorein to make room, fr choros place, 
akin to Gk cheros left, bereaved - more at heir] - anchoritic /-'ntik/ 
adj 

anchorman /'angkaman, -,man/ n 1 the member of a team who 
competes last <r/ie ^ on a relay teann} 2 a linkman 
anchovy /anchavi/ n, pi anchovies, esp collectively anchovy a common 
small Mediterranean fish resembling a hemng and used esp in appetizers 
and as a garnish, also any of various small fish related to this [Sp anchova, 
prob fr It dial ancioa, fr (assumed) VL apjua, fr Gk aphye small fry] 
ancien regime /.ahnsyen ray'zheem (Fr osjr re3im)/ n 1 the political 
and social system of France before the Revolution of 1789 2 a superseded 
system or arrangement [F, lit , old regime] 

'ancient /'aynsh(9)nt, -chant/ adj 1 having existed for many years 2 of 
(those living in) a remote penod, specif that from the earliest known 
civilizations to the fall of the western Roman Empire in au 476 3 
old-fashioned, antique [ME ancien, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL anteanus, fr 
L ante beYore - moic at ante ] 

‘ancient n la sby who lived in ancient times h pi the members of a 
civilized, esp a classical, nation of antiquity 2 archaic an aged person 
.ancient 'history n 1 the history of the classical civiIi7,ations of Greece 
and Rome 2 sthg which has been common knowledge for a long time 
.ancient 'lights n pi but sing in constr a legally enforceable nght to 
unobstructed daylight from an opening (e g a window) in a building 
'anciently /-li/ adv m ancient times, long ago 
'ancillary /an'silan, NAm usu 'ansa.len/ adj 1 subordinate, subsidiary 2 
auxiliary, supplementary [L ancillans of a maid-servant, fr ancilla, fem 
dim of anculus servant, fr an- round + -cuius circulating] 

‘ancillary n, Br one who assists, a helper 

ancress /'angkns/ n a female anchorite (ME ankeresse, ancresse, fr 
anker, ancre hermit) 

-ancy /-ansi/ sufTix ( -* n) quality or state of (piquancy} (expectancy} [L 
-antia - more at -anc f] 

and /(9)n, (3)nd, strong and/ conj 1 - used to join coordinate sentence 
elements of the same class or function expressing addition or combination 
(cold ^ hungry} (John ^ 1} 2 ~ used, esp in Br speech, before the 
numbers 1-99 after the number 100 (three hundred seventeen}, used 
also ong between tens and units (five ~ twenty blackbirds} 3 plus (three 
~ three make six} 4 - used to introduce a second clause expressing 
temporal sequence (came to tea ^ stayed to dinner}, consequence (water 
the seeds ^ they will grow}, contrast (he’s old - I’m young}, or 
supplementary explanation (she’s ill ^ can’t travel} 5 - used to join 
repeated words expressing continuation or progression (ran ^ 
ran} (waited hours ^ hours} (came nearer ^ nearer} 6 - used to join 
words expressing contrast of type or quality (there are aunts 
aunts} (gynaecology of one sort another - Jan Moms) 7 - used 
instead of to to introduce an inrimtive after come, go. run, try stop (come 
^ look} [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG unti and, ON enn and. out] - and 
all that, and all and so forth - and how - used to emphasize the 
preceding idea; infml - and so forth, and so on 1 and others or more of 
the same kind 2 and further in the same manner 3 and the rest 4 and 
other things - and that chiefly Br and so forth - nonstandard 
andante /an'danti/ n, adv, or adj (a musical composition or movement 
to be played) moderately slow [It, lit , going, prp of andare to go] 
andiron /andie-dn/ n either of a pair of metal stands used on a hearth 
to support burning wood '{ME aundiren, modif of OF andier, fr 
(assumed) Gaulish anderos young bull; akin to W anner heifer, Mir 
amder young woman] 

.and/’or conj - used to indicate that 2 words or expressions may be taken 
either together or individually 

andr-, andro- comb form 1 man <andrqgynou5> 2 male <androeciUjn> 
[MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr andr-, aner man (male); akin to Oscan net man, Skt 
nr, Olr nert strength] 

androacium /.an'dreesyam, -sh(y)9m/ n, plandroeeia /-sya, -sh(y)3/ all 


the stamens collectively in the flower of a seed plant [NL, fr andr- Gk 
oikion, dim of oikos house - more at vicinity] 
androgen /’andrajsn/ n a male sex hormone (e g testosterone) [ISV] - 
androgenic /-'jenik/ adj 

androgynous /an'drojsnos/ adj having characteristics of both the male 
and female forms [L androgynus hermaphrodite, fr Gk androgynes, fr 
andr- < gyne woman - more at queen] - androgyny /-ni/ n 
android /’androyd/ n an automaton externally indistinguishable from a 
human [LGk androeides manlike, fr Gk andr- + -oeides -oid] 
-androus /-andras/ comb form (- adj) having (such or so many) 
stamens <monandrous> [NL -andrus, fr Gk -andros having (such or so 
many) men, fr andr-, aner] 

ane /ayn/ adj, n, orpron, chiefly Scot one [ME (northern) an, fr OE an 
- more at one] 

-ane /-ayn/ suffix ( n) saturated carbon compound; esp hydrocarbon 
of the alkane senes (methane} (alkane} [ISV -an, -ane, alter, of -ene, -me, 

& -one] 

anecdotal /.amk'dohtl/ adj consisting of or depicting an anecdote 
art} - anecdotally adv 

anecdote /'anik.doht/ n a usu shon narrative about an interesting or 
amusing person or incident [F, fr Gk anekdota unpublished items, fr neut 
pi of anekdotos unpublished, fr a- + ekdidonai to publish, fr ex out 
didonai to give ~ more at ex-, ’date] - anecdotist, anecdotaUit n, 
anecdotic /-'dotik/, anecdotical adj 

anechoic /.ane'koh ik, .ana-/ adj free from echoes and reverberations 
anem-, anemo- comb form wind <anemoniefer> [prob fr F aneaio-, fr Gk 
anem-, anemo-, fr anemos - more at animate] 
anemia /a'neemyd, -mi-a/ n, chiefly NAm anaemia - anemic /a'neemik/ 
adj, anemically adv 

anemograph /3'nem9,grahf. -.graf/ n a recording anemometer 
anemographic /-'grafik/ adj 

anemometer /.am'momita/ n an instrument for measurmg the force or 
speed of the wind - anemometry n, anemometric /-moh'metnk/ also 
anemometrical adj 

anemone /d'nemam/ n 1 any of a large genus of plants of the buttercup 
family with lobed or divided leaves and showy flowers 2 sea anemone 
[L. fr Gk anemone, perh by folk etymology fr a word of Sem origin; akin 
to Heb Na’aman, epithet of Adonis] 

anemophilous /.ani'mofdlas/ adj (usually) wmd-polhnated - owaoph 
ily All/ n 

anent /d'nent/ prep about, concerning - chiefly archaic or humor [ME 
onevent, anent, fr OE on efen alongside, fr on + efen even] 
aneroid /'anaroyd/ adj containing no liquid or operated without the use 
of liquid (an ^ barometer} [F aneroide, fr Gk a- -*■ LGk nenm water, 
fr Gk, neut of nearos, neros fresh; akin to Gk neos new - more at 
new] 

anesthesia /.anas'theezys, -zh(y)9/ n. chiefly NAm anaesthesia - 
anesthetic /.anas'thctik/ n or adj, anesthetist /a'neesthatist/ n, aseatb e t- 
ize /-.ticz/ vt 

aneurysm also aneurism /'anyoo,nz(9)m/ n a permanent blood-filled 
swelling of a (large) diseased blood vessel (e g the aorta) [Gk aneuryama, 
fr aneurynein to dilate, fr ana- + eurynein to stretch, fr eurys wide) - 
aneurysmal /.anyoo'nzmsl/ adj 

anew /s'nyooh/ adv 1 again, afresh 2 in a new form or way [ME of 
newe, fr OE of niwe, fr of ^ mwe new] 

angary Aang-gan/ n the nght in international law of a belligerent to seize, 
use. or destroy property of neutrals under mihtary necessity and sub^ 
to the payment of compensation [LL angana service to a lord, fr Gk 
angareia compulsory public service, fr Per angaros courier] 
angel Z'aynjfa)!/ n 1 a spintual being, usu depicted as bdng winged, 
serving as God’s intermediary or acting as a heavenly worshipper 2 an 
attendant spirit or guardian 3 a messenger, harbinger of ^tb} 4 a 

very kind or loving person, esp a woman or girl 5 a financial backer of 
a theatrical venture or other enterprise - chiefly infml [ME. fir OF angek, 
fr LL angelus, fr Gk angelos, lit , messenger] - angelk /an'jeUk/, aagnHcai 
adj, angelically adv 

’anggl,f ish /-.fish/ n any of several brightly coloured bony fishes of warm 
seas that have a body that is narrow from side to side and deep from top 
to bottom 

angalica /an'jelika/ n (the candied stalks, used esp as a decoration on 
cakes and desserts, oO a biennial plant of the carrot family (NL, genus 
name, fr ML, short for herba angelica, lit., angelic plant; fr its supposed 
medicinal properties] 

Angalut Aanjolas/ n (a bell rung to mark) a devotion of the Western 
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The circulatory system 



venous 
capillary 

jKt 

/k venule 
( \ \ f! '^capillary 
Vi U — arteriole 


arterial 
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white 

blood 

cells 


Blood 

Red blood cells (corpuscles), which 
contain haemoglobin, carry oxygen 
from the lungs to the tissues. White 
blood cells help to fight disease and 
infections. Platelets are vital to the 
clotting process. 
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church said at morning, noon, and evenmg to commemorate the Incarna- 
tion [ML. fr LL, angel; fr the first word of the opening versicle] 
'anger /'ang-ga/ n a strong feeling of displeasure and usu antagonism 
[ME, affliction, anger, fr ON aji^r gnef, akin to OE cage narrow. L angere 
to strangle, Gk anchein] - angericss adj 
*anger vb to make or become angry 

Angevin Anjivin/ adj (charactcnstic) of Anjou or the Plantagenets [F. 
fr OF, fr ML andcgavmus, (r Andegavta Anjou, former province of 
France] - Angevin n 

angi- /anjiV , angio* comb form blood or lymph vessel (angioma); blood 
vessels and iangiocardiographyy [NL. fr Gk anga-, angdo-, fr angaon 
vessel, blood vessel, dim. of angos vessel] 
angina /an'jiena/ n a disease, specif angina pectons, marked by spas- 
modic attacks of intense pain (L, quinsy, fr angere to strangle] - an^nal 
adj, anginoae /anjinohs/ adj 

angina pectoria /'pcktans, pek'tawns/ n bnef attacks of intense chest 
pain, esp on exertion, precipitated by deficient oxygenation of the heart 
muscles [NL, lit., angina of the chest] 
angioaparm /'anji-a.spuhm/ n any of a class of vascular plants that 
includes nearly all the seed plants (e^ buttercups, orchids, roses, oaks, or 
grasses) - compare gymnosperm 3^ plant [dcriv of NL angi- + Gk 
sperma seed - more at sperm] - angioapennous /-'spuhnus/ adj 
angiotenain /.anji-a'tensin/ n either of 2 related hormones that influ- 
ence the fluid balance of the body - compare renin [angt- + hyper/en- 
flon + -lii] 

'angle Ang-gl/ n 1 a comer 2a the figure formed by 2 lines extending 
from the same point or by 2 surfaces diverging from the same line 
mathematics, symbol b a measure of the amount of turning necessary 
to bnng one line of an angle to coincide with the other at all points 3a 
a precise viewpoint; an aspect b a special approach or technique for 
accomplishing an objective 4 a divergent course or position; a slant - esp 
in at an angle [ME. fr MF, fr L angulus-, akin to OE ancleow ankle] - 
angled adj 

’angle vb angling Ang>gling/ vt 1 to place, move, or direct obliquely 2 
to present (e g a news story) from a particular or prejudiced point of view; 
slant ^ Ki to turn or proceed at an angle 
’angle w angling /'ang-gling/ 1 to fish with a hook and line 2 to use artful 
means to attain an objective for an invitation) [ME angekn, fr angel 

fishhook, fr OE, fr anga hook; akin to OHG ango hook, L uncus, Qk 
onkos barbed hook, ankos glen] - angler /'ang>gb/ n 
Angle n a member of a Germanic people who invaded England along with 
the Saxons and Jutes in the Sth c ad [L Angli, pi, a word of Gmc origin; 
akin to OE Engle Angles] - Anglian /’ang-gh-an/ n or adj 
'angle .bracket n either of a pair of punctuation marks < > used to 
enclose matter 

'angle .iron n a rolled steel structural member having an L-shaped 
section 

'angler .fish Ang'gb/ n a fish with a large flattened head and wide 
mouth with a lure on the head used to attract smaller fishes as prey 
Anglican Ang-glikan/ adj of the body of churches including the 
established episcopal Church of England and churches of similar faith in 
communion with it [ML anglicanus, fr anglicus English, fr LL Angli 
English people, fr L, Angles] - Anglican n, Anglicanism n 
anglice /'ang-glisi/ adv, often cap in English <,the city of Napoli, ^ 
Naples) [ML, adv of anglicus] 

anglicism /*angli,siz(9)ni/ n, often cap 1 a characteristic (giture of 
English occurring in another language 2 adherence or attachment to 
England, English culture, etc [ML anglicus English] 

Anglicist /'ang-glisist/ n a specialist in English language, literature, or 
culture - not usu used for native speakers of English 
anglic-izs, -isc /'ang-gli.siez/ vt, often cap 1 to make English in tastes 
or characteristics 2 to adapt (a foreign word or phrase) to English usage 
- angUcIzatton /-sie'zaysh(a)n, -si-/ n, often cap 
angling Ang-gling/ n (the sport oQ fishing with hook and line [fr gerund 
of ' angle] - angler Ang-gb/ n 

Anglo- /ang-gloh-/ comb form English nation, people, or culture 
(Anglo^obia); English and (Anglo-Zapanese) [NL, fr LL Angli] 
.Anglo-A'marican /ang-gloh-/ n or adj (a) N American, esp of the 
USA, of English origin or descent 

.Anglo-'Catholic adj of a High Church movement in Anglicanism 
fostering Catholic dogmatic and liturgical traditions - Anglo-CathoUc a. 
Aaglo-Calliolteiim n 

Anglo-'Franoh n the French language used in medieval England 
lAngto-'lfidian a 1 a British person domiciled for a long time in India 


2 a Eurasian of mixed British and Indian birth or descent - Anglo-Indian 
adj 

.Anglo-'lrlsh a the formerly dominant group of English Protestant 
settlers in Ireland - Anglo-Iri^ adj 

.Anglo-'Norman a 1 a Norman living in England after the Conquest 
2 the form of Anglo-French used by Anglo-Normans 
anglophlla Ang-gbfiel. -fil/ also anglophil /-fll/ a, often cap a foreigner 
who is greatly interested in and admires England and things English [F, 
fr anglo- i -phile] - anglophilia /.ang gb'fili a/ n, often cap, anglophilie 
adj, often cap, anglophilism /ang'glofi,liz(3)m/ n, often cap, angloph- 
lly A 

anglophobe /'ang-gb.fohb/ n, often cap a foreigner who is averse to 
England and things English [prob fr F. fr anglo- + -phobe] - aoglophobla 
/-'fohbi-a/ A, often cap, anglophoblc adj, often cap 
'anglo,phona /-.fohn/ adj, often cap consisting of or belonging to an 
English-speaking population - Anglophone n 
.Anglo-'Saxon a 1 a member of the Germanic peoples who conquered 
England in the Sth c ad and formed the ruluig group until the Norman 
conquest 2 sby of English, esp Anglo-Saxon, descent 3 old English 
3* LANGUAGE [NL Anglo-Saxones, pi, alter, of ML Angli Saxones, fr 
L Angli Angles ^ LL Saxones Saxons] - Anglo-Saxon adj 
angora /ang'gawra/ n 1 the hair of the Angora rabbit or goat 2 a fabric 
or yam made (in part) of Angora rabbit hair, used esp for knitting - 
compare mohair 3 cap an Angora cat, goat, or rabbit [Angors (Ankara), 
capital city of Turkey] 

An.gora 'cat a a long-haired domestic cat 

An,gora 'goat n (any oO a breed of the domestic goat raised for its long 
silky hair which is the true mohair 
An,gora 'rabbit a a long-haired usu white domestic rabbit 
angostura bark /.ang ga'stooara/ n the aromatic bitter bark of a S 
American tree of the rue family used as a bitter and formerly as a tonic 
[Angostura (now Ciudad Bolivar), town in Venezuela] 
angry /’ang gn/ adj 1 feeling or showing anger < with his brother) < ^ 
at his rude remark) 2 seeming to show or typify anger <an ^ sky) 3 
painfully inflamed (an ^ rash) - angrily adv, angriness n 
angat /angst/ a anxiety and anguish, caused esp by considering the state 
of the world and the human condition [Dt|io & G, Dan, fr G, akin to L 
angustus] 

angstrom /'angstium, -.strom/ n a unit of length equal to 10'|°m - not 
now recommended for technical use ^3" physics [Anders J Angstrom 
tl874 Sw physicist] 

anguish /ang-gwish/ n extreme physical pain or mental distress [ME 
angwisshe, fr OF angoisse, fr L angustiae, pi, straits, distress, fr angustus 
narrow; akin to OE enge narrow - more at anger] 
anguished adj suflenng or expressing anguish 
angular /'ang-gyoob/ adj la having 1 or more angles b forming an 
angle; sharp-cornered 2 measured by an angle distance) separ- 
ation) 3a stiff in character or manner; awkward b lean, bony [MF or 
L; MF angulaire, fr L angularis, fr angulus angle] - angularly adv, 
angularity /^ing-gyoo'larati/ n 

.angular mo'mentum n the product of the angular velocity of a 
rotating body or system and its moment of inertia with respect to the 
rotation axis 

.angular ve'locity a the rate of change of angular position with 
time 

Angua /'ang-gas/ a Aberdeen anous [Angus, county in Scotland] 
anhedral /an'heedral/ a the angle betweeli a downwardly inclined wing 
of an aircraft and a horizontal line [an- 4 -hedraf] 
anhydrida /an'hiedried/ a a compound Idenved from another, esp an 
acid, by removal of the elements of watef. 

anhydroua /an'hiedras/ adj free from ^ater (of crystallization) [Gk 
anydros, fr a- + hydor water - more at #ater] 
anilinctua /.ayni'lingktas/ a anilingus [NL, fr anus + -i- + -Imctus (as 
in cunmlinctus)] 

anilina /'anilin, -leen/ n a liquid amine uied chiefly in organic chemical 
syndesis (e g of dyes) [G anilin, fr anil indigo, fr F, fr Pg, fr Ar an-nil 
the jndigo plant, fr Skt nili indigo, fr fern of nila dark blue] 

.anlliha 'dya a a synthetic organic dye; specif one nude from or 
chemically related to aniline 

anilingcia /.ayni'ling-gas/ a erotic oral stimulation of the anus [NL, fr 
anus + -f- + dingus (as in cunnilingus)] 

anlma Anima/ a an individual’s true inner self reflecting archetypal 
ideals of conduct; also an inner feminine part of the male personality > 
used in Jungian psychology; compare animus 3, persona 2 (NL, fr L, 
soul] 



39 


ann 


animadversion /,animad'vuhah(9)n/ /i I a critical and usu censonous 
remark 2 hostile criticism USE fml (L animadversion-, animadversio, fr 
animadversus, pp of animadvertere] 

animadvert /.ammad'vuht/ vi to comment cntically or adversely on - 
fml [L animadvertere to pay attention to, censure, fr animum advertere, 
lit., to turn the mind to] 

'animal Animal/ n 1 any of a kingdom of living things typically diffenng 
from plants in their capacity for spontaneous movement, esp in response 
to stimulation 2a any of the lower animals as distinguished from human 
beings b a mammal - not in technical use 3 a person considered as a 
purely physical being; a creature [L, fr animale, neut of animalis animate, 
fr anima soul] - animallike adj, animalnesa n 
’animal adj 1 of or derived from animals 2 of the body as opposed to the 
mind or spint ^ chiefly derog - animally adv 
animalcule /.ani'malkyoohl/ n a minute usu microscopic organism [NL 
animalculum, dim of L animal] - animalcular /-kyoob/ adj 
animalculum /,anrmalkyoobm/ n, pi animalcula Ab/ an animal- 
cule 

animalism /'anima, liz(3)m/ n la the state of having qualities typical of 
animals; lack of spintual feeling b preoccupation with the satisfaction of 
physical dnves. sensuality 2 a theory that human beings are nothing more 
than animals - animalist n, animalistic /-'listik/ adj 
animality /.ani'mabti/ n 1 animalism la 2a the state of being an 
animal b animal nature 3 animal kingdom 

animal-ize. -isc /'anim3.liez/ vt 1 to brutalize </nen ^d by the wary 2 
to sensualize <^d by passion^ - animalization /-lie'zaysh(3)n, -li / n 
animal kingdom n that one of the 3 basic groups of natural objects that 
includes all-'in.iny and extinct animals - compare minlral kingdom, 
PLANi kingdom 

.animal 'magnetism /i 1 a force held to reside in some individuals by 
which a strong hypnotic influence can be exerted 2 physical charm 
'animate /‘animat/ adj 1 possessing life, alive 2 of animal life 3 lively 
[ME, fr L animatus, pp of animare to give life to, fr anima breath, soul, 
akin to OE othian to breathe, L animus spint, mind, courage, Gk anemos 
wind, Skt aniti he breathes] - animately adv, animateness n 
’animate Animayt/ vt 1 to give spint and support to, encourage 2 to 
give life or vigour to 3 to produce in the form of an animated cartoon 
- animatedly adv 

.animated car'toon n a film that creates the illusion of movement by 
photographing successive positional changes (e g of drawings) 
animation /,ani'maysh(a)n/ n 1 vigorous liveliness 2 (the preparation 
oO an animated cartoon ['animate h -ion] 

animate /.ani'mahtoh/ adv or adj with liveliness and vigour - used in 
music [It, fr L animatus] 

animator /'animayta/ n the anist responsible for the production of the 
illusion of movement in animated cartoons 
animism /'animiz(a)m/ n attnbulion of conscious life, spints, or souls 
to nature or natural objects or phenomena [G animismus, fr L anima 
soul] - animist n, animistic /-'mistik/ adj 

animosity /,ani'mosati/ n powerful often active ill will or resentment 
[ME animosite, fr MF or LL. MF animosite, fr LL animositat-, animosi- 
tas, fr L animosus spinted, fr an/mi/s] 
animus Animas/ n 1 a pervading attitude or spint 2 ill will, animosity 
3 an inner masculine part of the female personality - used in Jungian 
psychology, compare anima [L, spirit, mind, courage, anger] 
anion An.ie-an/ n a negatively charged ion (that moves towards the 
anode m an electrolysed solution) - compare cation [Gk, neut of anion, 
prp of anienai to go up, fr ana- lenai to go - more at issue] - anionic 
/.anie'onik/ adj, anionically adv 

anis* /an,ies-/, aniso- comb form unequal, unlike <aniso- 
dactylousy (aniaometropiay [NL, fr Gk, fr antsos, fr a- + isos 

equal] 

anise Anis/ n a plant of the carrot family with aromatic seeds of a 
liquoricc-like flavour; also aniseed [ME anis, fr OF. fr L amsum, fr Gk 
an/ieson, anison] . 

aniseed /anas^/ n the seed of anise used esp as a flavouring (e g in 
liqueurs) [ME anis seed, fr Sn/s v seed] 

anisotropic /.aniesoh'trohpik, -'tropik/ adj exhibiting properties with 
different values when measured in different directions <an ~ crysUtf) 
[ISV an- + isotropic] - aniaotropically adv, asiaotropy /^mie'sotrapi/, 
aniaotropiam /-'sotra.piz(a)m/ n 

enkh /angk/ n a cross having a loop for its upper vertical arm and 
servingL esp in ancient Egypt, as an emblem of life symbol 
(EgypKaA] 

ankle Aangkl/ n 1 the (region of the) joint between the foot and the leg; 


the tarsus 2 the joint between the cannon bone and pastern of a horse or 
related animal [ME ankel, fr OE ancleow, akin to OHG anchlao ankle, 

L angulus angle] 

anklet /'angklit/ n an ornamental band or chain worn round the 
ankle 

ankylose /angkilohz, -lohs/ vb to unite by, stiffen by, or undergo 
ankylosis [back-formation fr ankylosis] 

ankylosis /.angki'lohsis/ n, pi ankyloses /-fietz/ 1 abnormal or surgical 
union of the bones in a joint resulting in a stiff or immovable jomt 2 union 
of separate bones or hard parts to form a single bone qr part [NL, fr Gk 
ankylosis, fr ankyloun to make crooked, fr ankylos crooked; akin to L 
uncus hooked - more at ’angle] - ankylotic /-lotik/ adj 
aniage An,lahgd/ n, pi aniagen /-gan/ also anlages Agaz/ the founda- 
tion of a subsequent development; specif a pnmordium [G] 
anna /ana/ n (a com representing) a former money unit of Burma, India, 
and Pakistan worth '/,» rupee [Hindi ana] 

annalist /'anl-ist/ n a water of annals, a historian - aanallstic /-'istik/ 
adj 

annals /'anlz/ n p/ 1 a record of events, activities, etc, arranged in yearly 
sequence 2 historical records, chronicles [L annales, fr pi of annalis 
yearly - more at annuai] 

Annamase /.ana'meez/ n, pi Aimameae 1 a member of a Mongolian 
people inhabiting Vietnam 2 the language of the Annamese; Vietnamese 
[Annam, region of Vietnam] - Annamese adj, Annamite Anamiet/ 
adj 

annatto /a'natoh * n a yellowish - red dye made from the pulp round 
the seeds of a tropical tree [of Canban ongin; akin to Galibi annoto 
tree producing annatto] 

anneal /a'neel/ vt 1 to toughen or relieve internal stresses in (steel, glass, 
etc) by heating and usu gradually cooling 2 to temper, toughen [ME 
anelen, fr OE ontelan, fr on 4 telan to set on fire, bum. fr al fire; akin * 
to OE ad funeral pyre - more at edify] 

annelid Analid/ n any of a phylum of usu elongated segmented invert- 
ebrates (e g earthworms and leeches) [denv of L anellus little nng, dim. 
of annulus nng] - annelid adj, annelidan /d'nelidan/ adj or n 
'annex /a'neks/ vt 1 to subjoin, append 2 to take possession of; esp to 
incorporate (a country or other terntory) within the domain of a state 
[ME annexen, fr MF annexer, fr OF, fr annexe joined, fr L annexus, pp 
of annectere to bind to, fr ad- + nectere to bind] - annezatioD 
/,anek'saysh(d)n/ n, annexational adj, annexadonlst n 
’annex, chiefly Br annexe Aneks/ n 1 sthg, esp an addition to a 
document, annexed or appended 2 a separate or attached extra structure; 
esp a building providing extra accommodation 
annihilate /a'nie a,layt/ vr I to destroy (almost) entirely 2 to defeat 
conclusively; rout (jus team was in the quaiterfinalsy [LL 
annihilates, pp of annthilare to reduce to nothing, fr L ad- 4 nihil nothing 

- more at nil] - annihilator /-.layta/ n, aanihilatlTe /-lativ/ adj, aanihila- 
tory /-btn/ adj, annihilation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

anni mirabiles /,am mi'rahbilayz, -leez/ pi of annus mirabius 
anniversary /anrvuhs(a)n/ n (the celebration oO a day marking the 
annual recurrence of the date of a notable event [ME anniversane, fr ML 
anmversanum, fr L, neut of anmvenanus returning annually, fr annus 
year ♦ versus, pp of vertere to turn - more at annual, 'worth] 
anno Domini /,anoh 'dominie/ adv, often cap A- used to indicate that 
a year or century comes within the Chnstian era [ML, lit., in the year 
of the Lord] 

.anno he'girae /hi'jie an/ adv, often cap AAH - used to indicate that 
a year or century comes within the Muhammadan era, compare heoira 
[NL, lit., in the year of the Hegira] 

annotate /'anatayt, 'anoh-/ vt to provide (e g a literary work) with notes 
[L annotates, pp of annotare, fr ad- 4 notare to mark - more at note] 

- annotative adj, annotator n, annotatioB /-'taysh(a)n/ n 
announce /a'nowns/ w 1 to make known publicly; proclaim 2a to give 

notice of the arrival, presence, or readiness of b to indicate in advance; 
foretell 3 to give evidence of; indicate by action or appearance ~ vi NAm 
to serve as an announcer [ME announcen, fr MF annoncer, fr L 
annuntiare, fr ad- 4 nuntiare to report, fr nuntius messenger] - aanoaBce* 
nent n 

announcar /a'nownsa/ n one who introduces television or radio pro- 
grammes, makes commercial announcements, reads news summaries, or 
gives station identification [announce 4 '-er] 
annoy /a'noy/ vt 1 to disturb or irriute, esp by repeated acts; vex - often 
pass + witborat 2 to harass ^vi to be a source of annoyance [MEaooieo, 
fr OF enuier, fr LL inediare to make loathsome, fr L 10 4 odium hatred 
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- more at odium] - unoyancc n, anooyer n, annoying adj, annoyingly 
adv 

'annual /'anyoo(a)l/ adj 1 covenng or lasting for the period of a year 
ninAlt^ 2 occumng or performed once a year, yearly <an ~ reumon) 
3 ofa plant completing the life cycle in 1 growing season [ME, fr MF 
A LL, MF annuel, fr LL anauaJts, fr L annuus yearly A annahs yearly 
(both fr annus year), akin to Goth athnam (dat pi) years, Skt ataU he 
walks, goes] - annually adv 

’annualn 1 a publication appeanng yearly 2 sthg lasting 1 year or season. 
specif an annual plant 

.annual 'ring n the layer of wood produced by a single year’s growth of 
a woody plant 

annuitant /a'nyooh it(a)nt/ n a beneficiary of an annuity 
annuity /a'nyooh*ati/ n 1 an amount payable at a regular (e g yearly) 
interval 2 (a contract embodying) the nght to receive or the obligation 
to pay an annuity [ME annuite, fr MF annuite, fr ML annuttat-, annuitas, 
fr L annuus yearly] 

annul /a'nul/ vt -11- I to reduce to nothing, obliterate, cant el 2 to declare 
(e g a marriage) legally invalid [ME annullen, fr MF annuJler, fr LL 
annullare, fr Lad- + nuUus not any - more at nuli ] - annulment n 
annular Anyoob/ adj of or forming a ring [MF or L. MF annulairc, 
fr L annulans, fr annulus ring] - annularly adv. annularity /-'larati/ n 
.annular a'clipaa n an eclipse of the sun in which a thin outer nng of 
the sun’s disc remains visible 

annulate /*anyoobt/, annulated /-.laytid/ adj having or composed of 
nngs - anuulately adv 

annulet Anyoobt/ n a small nng or circle [modtf of MF annelet, dim 
of anel, fr L anellus, dim of annulus, anulus nng] 
annulus /'anyoolos/ n, p/ annuli /-lie/ a/so annuluses a nng-shaped part, 
structure, or marking [L, dim of anus nng. anus - more at anus] 
annunciate /a'nunsiayt/ vt to announce - fml > annunciator n, 
annundatory /a'nunsi at(a)n/ adj 

Annunciation /a,nunsi'aysh(a)n/ n (March 25 observed as a church 
festival commemorating) the announcement of the Incarnation to the 
Virgin Mary related in Luke 1 26>28 [ME annunctacioun, fr MF anunci 
ation, fr LL annuntiation-, annuntiatio, fr L annuntiatus, pp of annuntiare 

- more at announcf] 

annua mirabilie /.anas mi'rahbilis/ n, pi anni mirabiles /.anie mi'rah- 
bibyz, -leez/ a remarkably auspiaous year [NL, lit , wonderful year] 
anoa /a'noh a/ n a small wild ox of Celebes [native name in Celebes iq 
I ndonesia] 

anoda Anohd/ n 1 the electrode by which electrons leave a device and 
enter an external circuit, specif the negative terminal of a pnmary or 
secondary cell that is delivenng current - compare cathode 2 a positive 
electrode used to accelerate electrons in an electron gun [Gk anodos way 
up, fr ana- hodos way - more at cede] - anodal /a'nohdl/ adj, anodally 
adv, anodic /a'nodik/ adj, anodically adv 

anod’iza, *180 Anohdiez, 'anadiez/ vt to subject (a metal) to electrolytic 
action by making it the anode of a cell in order to coat it with a protective 
or decorative film - anodization /4Uiohdie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
'anodyne /'anodien/ adj 1 easing pain 2 mentally or emotionally 
soothing [L anodynos, fr Gk anodynos, fr a- + odyne pain, akin to OE 
etan to eat - more at eat] 

^anodynan 1 an analgesic drug 2 sthg that soothes or calms anodynic 
/.ana'dmik/ adj 

anoaatrua /a'neestras/ adj orn (oO the penod in which there is no sexual 
activity between 2 periods of sexual activity in cyclically breedii^ mam- 
mals (e g dogs) [NL, fr a- + oestrus] 

anoint /o'noynt/ vt 1 to smear or rub with oil or a simibr substance 2a 
to apply oil to as a sacred nte, esp for consecration b to designate (as lO 
through the nte of anointment, consecrate [ME anomten, fr MF enomt, 
pp of enomdre, fr L munguere, fr in- -t unguere to smear - more at 
ointment] - anointer n, anointoent n 

anomaloua /a'nomabs/ adj 1 devuiting from a general rule or standard, 
UTQgular, abnormal 2 incongruous (LL anomaJus, fr Gk anomaJos, lit . 
uneven, fr a- + homalos even, fr homos same - more at same] - 

aamaalously adv, aaoBMlousacM n 

anomaly /a’nomali/ n 1 the angular distance of a a planet from its last 
penhebon b a satellite from its last pengee 2 deviation from the common 
rule; an irregulanty, incongruity 3 sthg anomalous [L anomaha, fr Gk 
anomaha, fr anomaha] - aiminaHrtc /-'listik/ adj 
anomia, aaony /'anomi/ n the lack, ui a society or mdividual, of moral 
or social standards of conduct and belief [F anomie, fr Gk anomia 
lawlessness, fr anomoa bwlesa, fr a- + nomoa law, fr nemem to distnbute 

- more at NiMbtE] > anomic /a'nomik/ adj 


anon /a'non/ adv, archaic 1 soon, presently 2 at another time [ME, fr 
OE on an, fr on in + an one - more at on onf] 
anonym Ananim/ n 1 an anonymous person 2 a pseudonym 
anonymous /a'nonamas/ adj 1 having or giving no name (an ^ 
author} 2 of unknown or unnamed ongin or authorship gi/is} 3 
nondesenpt [I L anonymus, fr Gk anonymos, fr a- « onyma name - more 
at name] - anonymously adv, anonymousness n, anonymity 
/.ana'nimati/ n 

anopheles /a'nofileez/ n any of the genus of mosquitoes that includes 
all those which transmit malaria to human beings [NL. genus name, fr 
Gk anopheles useless, fr a- + ophelos advantage, help, akin to Skt phalam 
fruit, profit] - anopheline /-lien/ adj or n 
angrak Anarak/ n, chiefly Br a short weatherproof coal with a hood 
garment [Greenland Esk anoraq] 

anorexia /.ana’reksi a/ n (prolonged) loss of appetite, speci/' anorexia 
nfrvosa [NL, fr Gk. fr a- + orexis appetite, fr oregein to stretch out, 
reach after - more at 'rKiHt] - anorectic /.ana'rektik/ adj or n, anorcxi- 
genic /,ana,reksa'jcnik/ adj 

ano.rexia ner’voaa / nuhVohza/ n pathological aversion to food 
induced by emotional disturbance and typically accompanied by emaci- 
ation [NL. nervous anorexia] 

anosmia /a'nozmi a/ n (partial) loss of the sense of smell [NL, fr a * 
Gk osme smell - more at odour] - anosmic adj 
'another /a'nudha/ adj 1 being a different or distinct one (the same scene 
viewed from ^ angle} 2 some other \do it -- lime} 3 being one 
additional (have ~ piece of pie} 4 patterned after <-^ Napoleon} [ME 
an other] 

^another pron, pi others 1 an additional one one more 2 a different one 
<he loved > (for one reason or ^} 

anovulant /a'novyoolant/ n or adj (a drug) that suppresses ovulation 
[*a- ♦ ovulate + -ant] 

anovulatory /a novyoolat(a)n/ adj without or suppressing ovulation 
pa- + ovulate ♦ -cry] 

anoxia /a'noksi a/ n hypoxia, esp so severe that it causes permanent 
damage [NL] - anoxic adj 

anachluas Anshioos {Gr anjlus)/ n political union specif, ofien cap 
that between Germany and Austria in l‘)38 [G, lit , joining, fr anschl 
lessen to join] 

'anawer Ahnsa/ n 1 a spoken or written reply to a question, remark, 
etc 2 an esp correct solution to a problem 3 a response or reaction (his 
only ^ was to walk out} 4 sby or sthg intended to be a close equivalent 
or nval of another (Scotland's ^ to Andy Williams} [ME, fr OE 
aadswaru, akin to ON andsvar answer both fr a prehistoric 
WGmc NGmc compound whose first constituent is represented by OE 
and- against, and whose second is akin to OE swenan to swear - more 
at antf ] 

*anawer vi 1 to speak, wnte, or act in reply 2a to be responsible or 
accountable for b to make amends, atone for 3 to correspond to 4 to be 
adequate or usable ^ vt la to speak or wnte in reply to b to reply to in 
justification or explanation <>^ a charge} 2a to correspond to b to be 
adequate or usable for 3 to act in response to (a sound or other signal) 
the telephone} 4 to offer a solution for, esp to solve <~ a riddle} ~ 
answerer /’ahns(a)ra/ n 

answerable /'ahns(a)n>bl/ adj 1 responsible 2 capable of being 
answered or refuted - answerability /-'bibti/ n 
answer back vb, esp of a child to reply mdely (to) 
ant /ant/ n any of a family of insects that live in large social groups having 
a complex organization and hierarchy food [ME ante, emete, fr 
OE aemettc, akin to OHG ameiza ant] 
ant- /ant-/ - sec an n- i 

'-ant /-(a)nt/ suffix ( -* n) 1 sby or sthg that performs (a specified action) 
(claimant} (deodorant} 2 thing that causes (a specified action or pro- 
cess) (expectorant} 3 thing that is used or acted upon (in a specified 
manner) (inhalant} [ME, fr OF. fr -ant, prp suffix, fr L -ant, -ans, prp 
suffix of Jst conjugation, fr -a- (stem vowel of 1st conjugation) + -nt-, -ns, 
prp suffix, akin to OE -nde, prp suffix, Gk *nt-, -n, participle suffix] 
*-ant suffix (- adj) 1 performing (a specified action) or being (in a 
speafiffd condition) (repentant) (somnambulani} 2 causing (a specified 
action or process) (expectorant} 

antacid /unt'asid/ adj that corrects excessive acidity, esp in the stomach 
- antacid /- -. '-,-/ n 

antagoniam /an'tBganiz(3)m/ n 1 hostility or antipathy, esp when 
actively expressed 2 opposition in physiological or biochemical action, 
esp between an agonist and an antagonist 

antagonist /an'taganist/ n 1 an opponent, adversary 2 a drug that 
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opposes the action of another or of a substance (e g a neurotransmitter) 
that occurs naturally in the body 

antagonistic /an.taga'nistik, adj charactenzed by or resulting 
from antagonism; opposing - anURonistically adv 
antagon*iza, -iae /an'taganiez/ vt 1 to oppose or counteract 2 to 
provoke the hostility of [Gk antagonizesthai, fr anti- ^ agonizesthai to 
struggle, fr agon contest - more at ackiny] 

antarctic /an'tahktik/ adj, often cap of the South Pole or surrounding 
region [ME antartik, fr L antarcticus, fr Gk antarktikos, fr anti- 4 
arktikos arctic - more at arctic) 

an.tarctic 'circle n, often cap A AC the parallel of latitude approx 661^ * 
south of the equator that circumscribes the south polar region 
'ant .bear n an aardvark 

'ante /anti/ n 1 a poker stake usu put up before the deal 2 an amount 
paid <tAcse improvements would raise the ~ infml [ante-] 

‘ante vt anteing to put up (an ante) - compare an it: up 
ante- prefix la prior, before (antecedenr) <antedare> b pnor to, earlier 
than ^antediluvian} 2 antenor. situated before <anteroo/n) [ME, fr L, 
fr ante before, in front of; akin to OE and- against, Gk anti before, against 

- more at fnd] 

'anteater /-.eeta/ n any of several mammals that feed (chiefly) on ants 
and termites, e g a an edentate, specif giant an flat lr b an echidna c 
an aardvark 

antebellum /.anti'bebm/ adj existing before the war. esp the US Civil 
War <a/i ^ bnck mansion} [L ante helium before the war] 
'antecedent /,anti'seed(3)nt/ n 1 a word, phrase, or clause functioning 
as a noun and referred to by a pronoun 2 the premise of a conditional 
propositrfir/^ v if Am ‘if A, then B') 3 the first term of a mathematical 
ratio 4 a preceding thing, event, or circumstance 5a a model or stimulus 
for later developments </he boneshaker was the of the modem bicycle} 

b pi family origins, parentage [ME, fr ML &, L, ML antecedent-, 
antecedens, fr L, logical antecedent, lit . sthg that goes before, fr neut of 
antecedent-, antecedens, prp of antecedcre to precede) 

’antecedent adj 1 pnor in time or order 2 causally or logically pnor 

- antecedently adv 

antechamber /ant^chaymba/ n an anteroom [F antichambre, fr MF, 
fr It anti- (fr L ante-) + MF chambre room - more at chamber) 

'ante, chapel A, chap!/ n a porch or lobby at the west end of a chapel 
'ante, date /-.dayt/ vt 1 to attach or assign a date earlier than the true 
one to (e g a document), esp with intent to deceive 2 to precede in time 
<A/s death ^ d his brother's} 

.antedi'luvian /-di'loohvi an/ adj 1 of the penod before the flood 
desenbed in the Bible 2 completely out-of-date, antiquated <a/i ^ car} 
[ante- 4 I, diluvium flood - more at deluge) - antediluvian n 
antelope /antilohp/ n, pi antelopes, esp collectively antelope 1 any of 
vanous Old World ruminant mammals that are lighter and more graceful 
than the true oxen 2 leather made from antelope hide [ME. fabulous 
heraldic beast, prob fr MF antelop savage animal with sawlike horns, fr 
ML anthalopus, fr LGk antholop-, antholops] 

ante meridiem /.anti ma'ndi-am/ adj being before noon - abbr 
am [L] 

.ante'mortem A'mawtam/ adj preceding death [L ante mortem] 
.ante'natal A'naytl/ adj of or concerned with an unborn child, preg- 
jiancy, or a pregnant woman; prenatal <an clinic} 
antenna /an'tena/ n, pi antennae /-ni/, antennas 1 a movable seg- 
mfflted sense organ on the head of insects, mynapods, and crustaceans 
ANATOMY 2 an aenal - chiefly used in Br with reference to complex 
aenals [ML, fr L antemna, antenna sail yard] - anteopil adj 
ante-post /anti ,pohst/ adj of, occurnng in. or placedin the penod 
before the day of a horse race [an/e- 4- ' post) fr the post on which are 
displayed the numbers of the horses to run] 

anterior /an'tian-a/ adj 1 before in time 2 situated before or towards 
the front; eg a of an animal part near the head; cephalic b of the human 
body or its parts ventral 3 of a plant part (on the side) facing away from 
the stem or axis; also inferior 4a USE compare posterior [L, compar 
of ante before - more at ante-) - anteriorly adv 
anteroom /anti,roohm, -room/ n an outer room that leads to another 
usu more important one, often used as a waiting room 
ante up /anti/ vb, chiefly NAm pay up fan/e] 
anth- - sec anti- 

anthalion /ant'heelyan, an'thee-/ n, pi anthelia /-lya/. anthclions a 
luminous spot appearing on the parhelic circle opposite the sun [Gk 
antbelion, ft neut of anthelioa opposite the sun, fr anti- 4 helios sun - 
more at 'sot ar] 

anthelmintic /^nt-hel'mintik, ^nthel-/ adj expelling or destroying 


parasitic worms (e g tapeworms) [anti- i Gk helminth-, helmis worm - 
more at hflminth] - anthelmintic n 
anthem /antham/ n la an antiphon b a piece of church music for voices 
usu set to a biblical text 2 a song or hymn of praise or gladness [ME 
antem, ft OE antefn, ft LL antiphona, fr LGk antiphona, pi of 
antiphonon, ft Gk. neut of antiphonos responsive, ft anti- 4 phone sound 
- more at ‘ban) 

anther /antha/ n the part of a stamen that contains and releases pollen 
PLANT [NL anthera, ft L, medicine made of flowers, ft Gk anthera, 
fr fern of antheros flowery, ft anthos flower] - antheraJ adj 
antheridium /.antha'ndi am/ n, pi antheridia /-di a/ the male repro- 
ductive organ of a fern or related plant [NL, fr anthera 4- -idium] - 
antheridial adj 

'anthill /-.hil/ n 1 a mound thrown up by ants or termites in digging their 
nest 2 a place (e g a city) that is overcrowded and constantly busy <//ie 
human - - H G Wells) 

anthocyanin /.anthoh'sie-amn/ also aothocyan /-'sie,an/ n any of 
vanous blue to red plant pigments [Gk anthos 4 kyanos dark blue] 
antholog-ize, -isc /an'tholajiez/ vt to compile or publish in an 
anthology - antbologizer n 

anthology /an'tholaji/ n 1 a collection of selected literary pieces or 
passages 2 a collection of selected non-literary works <a fine ^ of 
By/antine icons} [NL anthologia collection of epigrams, ft MGk, fr Gk, 
flower gathenng, ft anthos flower (akin to Skt andha herb) + logia 
collecting, fr legem to gather - more at legfnd] - anthologist n 
anthozoan /.antha'zoh an/ n any of a class of manne coelenterates that 
includes the corals and sea anemones [denv of Gk anthos + zoion animal, 
akin to Gk zoe life - more at ‘quick) - anthozoan adj 
anthracene /anthra^een/ n a cyclic hydrocarbon obtained from coal 
tar and used in the synthesis of dyestuffs 
anthracite /anthra,siet/ n a hard slow-bummg coal containing little* 
volatile matter [Gk anthrakitis, ft anthrak. anthrax coal] - anthracitic 
/-'sitik/ adj 

anthrax /'anthraks/ n an often fatal infectious disease of warm-blooded 
animals (e g cattle, sheep, or human beings) caused by a spore-formmg 
bacterium [ME antrax carbuncle, fr L anthrax, fr Gk, coal, car- 
buncle] 

anthrop-, anthropo- comb form human being <anihropo/o!gy> [L 
anthropo-, fr Gk anthrop-, anthropo-, fr anthropos] 
anthropocentric /.anthrapa'sentnk, -poh-/ adj considenng human 
beings to be the most significant entities of the universe - anthropocentri- 
cally adv, anthropocentricity /-sen'tnsoti/ n 

anthropogenesis /.anthropoh'jenasis/ n the study of the ongin and 
development of human beings [NL, fr anthrop- + L genesis] - anthropo- 
genetic /-ja'netik/ adj, antbropogeny /,anthra'poj;>ni/ n 
anthropography /.anihrs'pografi/ n a branch of anthropology dealing 
with the geographical distnbution of human beings 
anthropoid /anthra.poyd/ adj 1 resembling human beings or the 
anthropoid apes (e g in form or behaviour), apehke 2 resembling an ape 
gangsters} [Gk anthropoeida, fr anthropos] 

.anthropoid 'apa n apf 1 

anthropology /.anthrs’pobji/ n the scientific study of human beings, 
esp in relation to physical charactenstics, social relations and culture, and 
the ongin and distnbution of races [NL anthropologia, ft anthrop- + 
-logia -logy] - anthropologist n. anthropological /.anthrapo'lojikl/ adj, 
anthropologically adv 

anthropometry /.anthra'pomatn/ n the study of the measurement of 
the human body [F anthropometne, fr anthrop- 4- -metne -metry] - 
anthropometric /.anthropa'metnk, -poh-/ adj, anthropometrical adj, 
anthropometrically adv 

anthropomorphic /.anthropd'mawfik/, anthropomorphons /-fas/ ad; 

1 having a human form or human attnbutes denies} 2 ascnbing 
human characteristics to nonhuman things [LL anthropomorphus of 
human form, fr Gk anthropomorphos, fr anthrop- -*■ -morphos 
-morphous] - anthropomorphioUly adv, anthropomorphously adv 
anthropomorphism /,anthrapa'mawfiz(a)m/ n the ascnbing of 
human behaviour, form, etc to what is not human (c g a god or animal); 
humanization - anthroponorphiat n, anthroponorphiie vt 
anthropophagous /.anthra'pofagas/ adj feeding on human flesh - 
anthropophagy /-ji/ n 

anthropophagus /, anthra'pofagas/ n. pi anthropophagi /-gie/ a 
man-eater, cannibal [L, fr Gk anthropophagos, ft anthrop- -¥ -phagos 

'anti /anti/ n, pi antis an opponent of a practice or pobey [aji/r-j 
’anti prep oppo^ or antagonistic to 
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anti% ant-, anth- prefix la of the same kind but situated opposite; in the 
opposite direction to <antipoJes> (^a.niwlockwtse') b opposite in kind to 
<antic/jinajr> <anti-Ae/o> 2a opposing or hostile to in opinion, sympathy, 
or practice <anti-5efni/e> <antis/aver>'> b opposing in effect or activity; 
preventing <antiseprjc> <anti-/Aie/' device) 3 being the antimatter coun- 
terpart of <antuieur/7i]0> 4 combatting or defending against 
<antiajirrB/?> <anlUanir> [anti- fr ME, fr OF Sl L; OF, fr L, against, fr 
Gk, fr anti-; ant- fr ME, fr L, against, fr Gk, fr antt\ anth- fr L. against, 
fr Gk, fr anti - more at ante-] 

antiballlatic miasile /.antibo'listik/ n a missile for intercepting and 
destroying ballistic missiles 

4intibl'oais /-bie'ohsis/ n antagonism between organisms, specif micro- 
organisms, or between one organism and a metabolic product of another 
[NL, fr anti- + -bjosis] 

.antibi'Otic /-bie'otik/ n a substance produced by a microorganism and 
able in dilute solution to inhibit the growth of or kill another microorgan- 
ism - antibiotic adj, antibiotlcally adv 

'antibody /-.bodi/ n a protein (e g an immunoglobulin) that is produced 
by the body in response to a specific antigen and that counteracts its 
effects (e g by neutralizing toxins or grouping bactena into clumps) 
antic /antik/ n a ludicrous act or action, a caper - usu pi (^childish ^ s> 
[It antico, lit., ancient, fr L antiquus - more at antique] 

'Antichrist /-.knest/ n an enemy of Chnst, specif a great personal 
opponent of Chnst expected to appear shortly before the end of the world 

- usu -I the [ME anticnst, fr OF & LL, OF, fr LL Antichnstus, fr Gk 
Antichristos, fr anti- + Chnstos Christ] 

anticipate /an'tisipayt/ vt 1 to give advance thought, discussion, or 
treatment to 2 to foresee and deal with in advance; forestall 3 to use. 
expend, or act on before the nght or natural time 4 to act before (another) 
often so as to thwart 5 to look forward to as certain, expect ^ vi to speak 
or write in knowledge or expectation of sthg due to happen [L anticipatus, 
pp of anticipare, fr ante- 4 -cipare (fr capere to take) - more at HEAvr] 

- anticipator n, aoticipatable /-.paytabi/ adj, aaticipative /-pativ/ aJj, 
aoticipatifely adv, anticipatory /an'tisipatn, -.paytan/ adj 

anticipation /an.tisi'paysh(a)n/ n an act of looking forward, specif 
pleasurable expectation [anticipate f -ion] 

.anti'clerical /-'klenkl/ adj opposed to the influence of the clergy or 
church in secular affairs - anficlerical n, anticlericalism n, anticlerical- 
ist n 

.anti'climax /-'kliemaks/ n 1 (an insunce clf) the usu sudden and 
ludicrous descent in writing or speaking from a significant to a tnvial idea 
2 an event (e g at the end of a senes) that is strikingly less important or 
excitmg than expected - anticlimactic /-klie'maktik/, anticlimactical adj, 
anttelimactically adv 

'anticline /•,klien/ n an arch of stratified rock in which the layers bend 
^wnwards in opposite directions from the crest - compare synceine 
geography [back-formation fr anticlinal, fr anti- 4 Gk klinein to 
lean] - aaticUoal /-'klienl/ adj 

.anti'clockwisa /-'klokwiez/ adj or adv in a direction opposite to that 
in which the hands of a clock rotate when viewed from the front 
.antico'agulant /-koh'agyoobnt/ n or adj (a substance) that inhibits the 
clotting of blood 

.anti'eodon /-'kohdon/ n a group of 3 nucleotide bases in a transfer RN A 
molecule that identifies the amino acid earned and that binds to a 
complementary codon in messenger RNA dunng protein synthesis at a 
ribosome [anti- + codon] 

.anticonVulaant /-kdn'vuls(3)nt/, anticonTulsive /-siv/ adj used in 
treating, controlling, or preventing esp epileptic convulsions - anticon- 

vnlaant n 

.anti'cyclona /-'sieklohn/ n 1 a system of winds that rotates about a- 
centre of high atmospheric pressure 2 ’high 1 [anti- + cyclone] - 
anticycloiiic /-sieldonik/ adj 

.antIdc'praSMnt /-di'pres(a)ot/, antidepressive /-siv/ adj, esp of a drug 
used to relieve mental depression - antidepresaant n 
antidiuratic hormone /-dieyoo'retik/ n vasopressin 
antidota /'anti.doht/ n 1 a remedy that counteracts the effects of poison 
2 sthg that relieves or counteracts <aii ^ to the mechanization of our 
society') [ME antidot , fr L antidotum, ft Gk antidotos, fr fem of antidotos 
given as an antidote, fr antididonai to give as an antidote, fr anti- + 
didonai to give - more at ^date] > antidotal /^nti'dohtl/ adj 
Antl'dromic A'dromik/ adj, esp of a nerve impulse or fibre proceeding 
or conducting in a direction opposite to the usual one [anti- 4 drom- (fr 
Ok dromos racecoone, running) 4 -ic > more at dromedary] 
'antlfraaia /-SxeeiJ a a substance added to a liquid (eg the water in a 
car radiator) to lower its freezing point 


antigen /antijan/ n a protein, carbohydrate, etc that stimulates the 
production of an antibody when introduced into the body [ISV anti- 4 
-gen] - antigenic /-‘jenik/ adj, antigenically adv, antigenicity 
/-ja'nisati/ n 

'anti, gravity /-.gravati/ n a supposed effect resulting from cancellation 
or reduction of the force of gravity - antigravity adj 
'anti-, hero, fem 'anti-, heroine n a protagonist who lacks traditional heroic 
qualities (e g courage) - anti-heroic /,- -'-/ adj 
.antl'hlstamine /-'histamm/ n any of vanous compounds that oppose 
the actions of histamine and are used esp for treating allergies and motion 
sickness - antihistaminic /-'minik/ adj or n 
.anti'knock /-'nok/ n a substance added to fuel to prevent knocking in 
an internal-combustion engine 
'antliog /-.log/ n an antilogarithm 

.anti'logarithm /-'loga.ndham/ n the number corresponding to a given 
loganthm 

.antima'cassar /-ma'kasa/ n a usu protective cover put over the backs 
or arms of upholstered seats [anti- *■ Macassar (oil) (a hairdressing), fr 
Macassar, distnet of Celebes in Indonesia] 

'antimatter /-.mata/ n matter composed of antiparticles (e g antipro- 
tons instead of protons, positrons instead of electrons, and antineutrons 
instead of neutrons) 

.antime'tabolite /-ma'taba,liet/ n a substance (e g a sulpha drug) that 
prevents a living organism from using a metabolite 
antimonite /’antima.niet/ n stibnite, an ore of antimony [G antimonit, 
fr antimon antimony] 

antimony /'antimani, NAm 'anti.mohni/ n a tnvalent and pcntavalent 
brittle usu metallic metalloid element used esp as a constituent of alloys 
PERIODIC TABib (ME aiitimoiue, fr ML antimonium, perh modif 
of Ar ithmid, of Hamitic ongm; akin to Egypt sdm antimony. Copt stem] 
- antimonial /.anti'mohnyal, -ni al/ adj, antimonious adj 
anting /anting/ n the deliberate placing by some songbirds of living ants 
among their feathers 

'antlnoda /-.nohd/ n a region of maximum amplitude situated between 
adjacent nodes in a vibrating body [ISV] - antinodal /-'nohdl/ adj 
.anti'nomian /-'nohmi-an/ n one who denies the universality of moral 
laws, specif an adherent of the (heretical) view ihat those whose salvation 
is preordained are freed from all moral restraints [ML antinomus, fr L 
anti- f Gk nomos law] - antinomian adj. antinomianism n 
antinomy /an'tinami/ n a contradiction or conflict between 2 apparently 
valid pnnciples [G antinomic, fr L antinomia conflict of laws, fr Gk, fr 
anti- 4 nomos law - more at nimbi t] 

.anti'oxidant /-'oksid(3)nt/ n or adj (a substance) that inhibits oxidation 
reactions 

.anti'particle /-'pahtiki/ n an elementary particle identical to another in 
mass but opposite to it in electnc and magnetic properties that when 
brought together with its counterpart produces mutual annihilation 
antipasto /anti.pastoh/ n, pi antipaatoi hors d opuvrf. - used esp with 
reference to Italian food [It, fr anti- (fr L ante-) 4 pasto food, fr L pastus, 
fr pastus, pp of pascere to feed - more ai pood] 

.antipa'thetic /-pa'thetik/ adj 1 feeling or cau-sing aversion or oppo- 
sition 2 opposed in nature or character to - antipatheticfllly adv 
antipathy /an'tipathi/ n a fixed aversion or dislike, a distaste [L 
antipathia, fr Gk antipatheia, fr antipathes of opposite feelings, fr anti- < 
pathos expcnence - more at pathos] 

.antiperton'nel Apuhsa'nel/ adj, of a wegpon (designed) for use against 
people 

.anti'perapirant /-'puhspirsnt/ n a substance used to check excessive 
perspiration 

antiphon /antifan, -fon/ n a verse, usu fr0m Senpture, said or sung usu 
before and after a canticle, psalm, or psalm yerse as part of the liturgy [LL 
antiphona - more at anthem] - antiphogal /an'tifanl/ adj 
antiphonary /an'tif3n(3)n/ also antiphanal /an'tifanl/ n a book con- 
taining the choral parts of the Divine Office 
antiphony /an'tifani/ n responsive alternation between 2 groups, esp of 
singers 

antifHKial /antipodl/ adj 1 of the antipodes; specif situated at the 
opposite side of the earth or moon <aii meridian) (^an ^ continent) 
2 diametrically opposite <an ~ point on a sphere) 
antipodap /an'tip3,deez/ n pi the region of the earth diametrically 
opposite; specif, often cap Australasia [ME antipodes, pi, people dwelling 
at opposite points on the globe, fr L, fr Gk, fr pi of antipod-, antipous with 
feet opposite, fr anti- 4 pod-, pous foot - more at foot) - antipodean 
/an,tip9'deean/ adj 

antipope /anti,pohp/ n one elected or claiming to be pope in opposition 
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to the pope canonically chosen [MF antipape, fr ML antipapa, fr anti- 
+ papa pope] 

antipyretic /,antipie(3)'retik/ n or adj (sthg, esp a drug) that reduces 
fever 

'antiquarian /.anti'kwean an/ n one who collects or studies antiquities 
[L antiquanus antiquary] 

‘antiquarian adj 1 of antiquanans or antiquities 2 of books orpnnts old 
(and rare) - utiquarianism n 
antiquary /'antikwan/ n an antiquanan 

antiquated /'anti.kwaytid/ adj 1 outmoded or discredited by reason of 
age; out-of-date 2 advanced in age 

'antique /an'teek/ adj 1 belonging to or surviving from earlier, esp 
classical, times, ancient <ru//i5 of an city) 2 old-fashioned 3 made in 

an earlier penod and therefore valuable mtnorsy, also suggesting the 
style of an earlier period [MF, fr L antiquus, fr ante before - more at 
ANTK-] 

‘antique/! 1 r/ie ancient Greek or Roman style in art 2 a relic or object 
of ancient times 3 a work of art, piece of furniture, or decorative object 
made at an earlier penod and sought by collectors 
antiquity /an'tikwati/ n 1 ancient times, esp the penod before the 
Middle Ages 2 the quality of being ancient 3 pi relics or monuments of 
ancient times [ME antiquite, fr MF antiquite, fr L antiqunat-, antiquitas, 
fr antiquus] 

antirrhinum Aanti'nenam/ n any of a large genus of plants (e g the 
snapdragon or a related plant) of the figwort (family with bnght-coloured 
2-lipped flowers [NL, genus name, fr L, snapdragon, fr Gk antirrhmon, 
fr anti- like (fr anti against, equivalent to) + rhin-, rhis nose - more at 

ANII-] - ' ' 

.anti-Semitism n hostility towards Jews - anti-Semitic adj, 
anti-Semite n 

antisepsis /.anti'sepsis/ n the inhibiting of the growth of microorgan- 
isms by antiseptic means 

'.anti'septic /-'septik/ adj la opposing sepsis (in living tissue), specif by 
arresting the growth of microorganisms, esp bacteria b of, acting or 
protecting like, or using an antiseptic 2a scrupulously clean, aseptic b 
extremely neat or orderly, esp to the point of being bare or uninteresting 
3 impersonal, detached [anth Gk septikos putrefying, septic] - antisep- 
tically adv 

‘antiseptic n an antiseptic substance; also a germicide 
antiserum n a scrum containing antibodies [ISV] 

.anti'social /-'sohsh(a)l/ adj 1 hostile or harmful to organized society 2a 
averse to the society of others, unsociable b Br uns(x.iai 2 
antistrophe /an'tistrafi/ n the second of 2 inversely corresponding 
metncal parts [LL, fr Gk antistrophe, fr anti- ^ strophe strophe] - 
antistrophic /,antrstrorik/ adj, antistrophically adv 
.antisym'metric /-si'metnk/ adj 1 relating to or being a relation (e g 
Ms a subset of) that implies equality of any 2 quantities for which it holds 
in both directions 2 having a form which would be symmetncal if the 
signs of the numbers describing 1 half were reversed 
antithesis /an'lithasis/ n, pi antitheaea /-seez/ la a contrast of ideas 
expressed by a parallel arrangement of words (e g in ‘action, not words') 
b opposition, contrast c the direct opposite </ii5 ideas are the of mine} 
2 the second stage of a reasoned argument, in contrast to the thesis [LL, 
fr Gk, lit., opposition, fr antitithenai to oppose, fr anti- -• tithenai to set 
- more at 'txj] 

antithetical /.anti'thctikl/, antithetic adj 1 constituting or marked by 
antithesis 2 directly opposed ~ antithetically adv 
.antiioxin /-'toksin/ n (a serum containing) an antibody capable of 
neutralizing the specific toxin that stimulated its production in the body 
[ISV] -- antitoxic adj 

.antitrades /-'traydz/ n pi westerly winds that move counter to the 
trade winds and b^me the prevailing westerly winds of middle lati- 
tudes 

.antitrust /-Mrust/ adj of the US laws to protect trade from monopolies 
or unfair business practices [anti- f 'rmsf] 

.antitussive /-'tusiv/ n or adj (sthg) that controls or prevents cough- 
ing 

'anti, type /-.tiep/ n 1 sthg or sby that is represented or foreshadowed 
by a type or symbol 2 an opposite type 

.antiVenln /-'venin/ n (a serum containing) an antitoxin to a venom 
[ISV] 

antler /antb/ n (a branch of) the solid penodically shed (much 
branched) horn of an animal of the deer family [ME aunteler, fr MF 
antoUIier, fr (assumed) VL anteoculare, fr neut of anteocularis located 
before the eye, fr L ante- f oculus eye - more at bye] - aatlered adj 


antonomasia /.anton3'mayzh(y)3, -zya/ n 1 the substitution of an 
epithet or title for a proper name (e g his honour for a judge) 2 the use 
of a proper name to denote a class (e g a Solomon for a wise ruler) [L. 
fr Gk, fr antonomazetn to name instead, fr anti- instead, against 4 
onomazem to name, fr onoma name - more at name] 
antonym /'antamm/ n a word having the opposite meaning [anti 4 
-onym] - antonymous /an'tonimas/ adj, antonymy /-mi/ n 
antrum /'antram/ n, p/ antra /-tra/ the cavity of a hollow organ or sinus 
[LL, fr L, cave, fr Gk antron] - antral adj 
anuran /a’nyooaran/ n or adj (a) salientian [dcriv of a- + Gk oura tail 
- more at sqdirrh] 

anus /'aynas/ n the rear excretory opening of the alimentary canal 
DIGESTION [L, akin to OIr ainne anus] 
anvil /'anvil/ n 1 a heavy, usu steel-faced, iron block on which metal is 
shaped 2 a towenng anvil-shaped cloud 3 the incus nerve [ME 
anfilt, fr OE, akin to OHG anafalz anvil; both fr a prehistonc WGmc 
compound whose first constituent is represented by OE an on, and whose 
second is akin to Sw dial filta to beat; akin to L pellere to beat - more 
at on. felt] 

anxiaty /ang'zie-ati/ n la apprehensive uneasiness of mind, usu over an 
impending or anticipated ill b an ardent or earnest wish <<-- ro pleasej 
c a cause of anxiety 2 an abnormal overwhelming sense of apprehension 
and fear, often with doubt about one’s capacity to cope with the threat 
[L anxietas, fr anxius] 

anxious /'ang(k)sh3$/ adj 1 troubled, worried 2 causing anxiety; worry- 
ing 3 ardently or earnestly wishing to [L anxius\ akin to L angere to 
strangle, distress - more at anger] - anxioiniy adv, anxiousneu n 
'any /'cm/ adj 1 one or some indiscriminately; whichever is chosen <~ 
plan IS better than nonej 2 one, some, or all, whatever; e g a of whatever 
number or quantity, being even the smallest number or quantity of </Mve 
you ^ moneyTj (never get - letters} b no matter how great (at ^ cos/)* 
c no matter how ordinary or inadequate (wear just old thing} 3 being 
an appreciable number, part, or amount of - not in positive statements 
(not for ^ length of time} [ME, fr OE tenig, akin to OHG einag any, 
OE an one - more at one] 

‘any pron, pi any 1 any person, anybody of us} 2a any thing b any 

part, quantity, or number (hardly ^ of it} 

‘any adv to any extent or degree, at all (not feelmg ^ better} 
anybody /’eni.bodi, -badi/ pron any person (has ^ lost their 
glasses'^ 

'any.how /-.how/ adv 1 in a haphazard manner (thrown down all '^} 

2 anyway 

anymore /-'maw/ adv at the present time, now - usu in negatives 
'anyone /-wun, -wan/ pron anybody 
'any,place /-.plays/ adv, NAm anywhere 
'any, road /-.rohd/ adv, Br anyway - nonstandard 
''anything /-.thing/ pron any thing whatever (do ^ for a quiet life} - 
anything but not at all, far from 
‘anything adv in any degree; at all (isn't ^ like so cold} 

'any .way /-.way/ adv 1 in any case, inevitably (going to be hanged — > 
2 - used when resuming a narrative (well, I rang the bell - • • ) 
’'anywhere /-.wca/ adv l m. at, or to any place (too late togo ^} 2 
to any extent, at all (isn’t ^ near ready} 3 - used to indicate limits 
of vanation < from 40 to 60} 

‘anywhere n any place 

Anzac /’anzak/ n a soldier from Australia or New Zealand, esp in WW 1 
[Australian and New Zealand Army Corps] 
aoriat /’ayanst, 'const/ n a verb inflection (eg in Greek) expressing 
simple occurrence of a past action without reference to its completeness, 
duration, or repetition [LL & Gk; LL aonstos, fr Gk. fr aonstos 
undefined, fr a honstos defmable, fr horizein to define - more at 
horizon] - aorist adj, aoristic /-'nstik/ adj, aoristicaDy adv 
aorta /ay'awto/ n, pi aortas, aortae /-ii/ the great artery that carries 
blood from the left side of the heart to be distributed by branch artenes 
throughout the body anatomy (NL, fr Ok aorte, fr aeinin to lift] 
- aortal adj, aortic adj 

aortic arch /ay'awtik/ n any of a senes of paired arterial branches m 
vertebrate embryos that connect the front and back artenal systems in 
front of the heart and persist in a complete form only in adult Ashes 
A outrance /Ah 'oohtronhs (fr a utras)/ adv to the bitter end; unspar- 
ingly [F. lit., to excess] 

'ap- - see AD- 
•ap- - sec Apo- 

apaca /a'pays/ adv at a quick pace; swiftly [ME prob fr MF i pas on 
step] 
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Apache / 9 'pachi; sense 3 s'pash/ n, pi Apaches, esp collectively Apache 

1 a member of a group of N Amencan Indian peoples of the SW USA 

2 any of the Athapaskan languages of the Apache people 3 not cap a 
member of a gang of (Parisian) cnminals [Sp, prob fr Zuhi Apachu, lit., 
enemy; (3) F, fr Apache Apache Indian] 

apanage Apanij/ n a grant made to a dependent member of the royal 
family or a pnncipal liege man [F - more at appanage] 
apart /a'paht/ adv la at a distance (from one another in space or time) 
<fncd to keep ^ from the family squabbles') (towns 20 miles b at 
a distance in character or opinions (iheir ideas are worlds ^ > 2 so as to 
separate one from another (can't tell the twins ^>3 excluded from 
consideration (joking what shall we do?) 4 in or into 2 or more parts 
(had to take the engine ^ > [ME, fr MF a part, lit., to the side] 
a'part from prep 1 in addition to; besides (haven't time, quite ^ the 
cost) 2 EXCEPT roR (excellent ^ a few blemishes) 
apartheid /a'paht-<h)ayt, -(h)iet/ n racial segregation, specif a policy of 
segregation and discnmination against non-Europeans in the Republic of 
S Afnca [Afnk, lit , separateness] 

apartment /a'pahtmant/ n 1 a single room in a building 2 a suite of 
rooms used for living quarters (the Royal ^ s) 3 chiefly NAm a flat [F 
appartement, fr It appanamento] - apartmental /-'mcntl/ adj 
a'partment .house n, NAm a block of flats 
apathetic /.apa’thetik/ adj 1 having or showing little or no feeling, 
spintless 2 lacking interest or concern, indiflerent [apathy f -ctic (as in 
pathetic)] - apathetically adv 

apathy Apothi/ n 1 lack of feeling or emotion; impassiveness 2 lack of 
interest or concern, indifference [Gk apatheia, fr apathes without feeling, 
fr a- f pathos emotion - more at pathos] 
apatite /'apotiet/ n any of a group of calcium phosphate minerals 
occurring in phosphate rock, bones, and teeth, specif calcium fluorophos- 
phate [G apatit, fr Gk apate deceit] 

'ape /ayp/ n I a (large semierect tailless or short-tailed Old World) 
monkey: a a chimpanzee b a gonlla c any similar pnmate 2a a mimic 
b a large uncouth person [ME, fr OE apa, akin to OHG affo ape] - apelike 
adj 

>ape vt to imitate closely but often clumsily and ineptly - aper n 
apeak /a'peek/ adj or adv vertical (with oan ^ ) [alter, of earlier apike, 
prob fr a- -f pike mountain] 

'ape-.man n a pnmate intermediate in character between human beings 
and the great apes < 

aper9U /apuh'sooh (Fr apersy)/ n, pi aper^us /^/ 1 an immediate 
impression, esp an insight 2 a bncf survey or conspectus; an outline [F, 
fr pp of apercevoir to perceive] 

aperient /a'pi9ri>ant/ n or adj (a) laxative [adj L apenent-, apenens, prp 
of aperire to uncover, open; n fr adj] 

apericHJic /.aypian'odik/ adj 1 of irregular occurrence < ^ floods) 2 not 
having periodic vibrations, not oscillatory - aperiodically adv, aperi- 
odicity /.ay.piari'a'disati/ n 

aperitif /9.per9'teef. •'— / n an alcoholic dnnk taken before a meal to 
stunulate the appetite [F apentif apenent, apentif, fr MF aperitif, adj, 
apenent. fr ML apentivus, irreg fr L apenre] 
aperture Apscha/ n 1 an open space; a hole, gap 2a (the diameter oQ 
the opemng in an optical (photographic) system through which the light 
passes CAMERA b the diameter of the objective lens or mirror of a 
telescope [ME, fr L apertura, fr apertus, pp of apenre to open - more at 
weir] 

apetaloue /a'petalas/ adj having no petals - apetaly n 
apex /aypeks/ n, pi apexes, apices /'aypa.secz/ la the uppermost peak, 
the vertex (the ^ of a mountain) b the narrowed or pointed end; the tip 
(the of the tongue) 2 the highest or culminating point (the ^ of his 

career) [L, summit, small rod at top of priest’s cap; prob akin to L aptus 
fastened, attached - more at apt] 

aphaereeia /a'ferasis. a'fla-/ n, pi aphaerescs /-seez/ the loss of i or 
more sounds or letters at the beginning of a word (e g in bus for omnibus) 
[LL. fr Gk apbairesis, lit., taking off, fr aphairein to take away, fr apo- 
+ hairein to take] - aphaeretic /.afa'retik/ adj 
aphaaia /9'fayzh(y)9, -zya/ n (partial) loss of the power to use or 
understand words, usu resulting from brain damage - compare alexia 
[NL, fr Gk, fr a- + -phasia] - aphasiac /-zijak/ adj, aphaaic Azik/ n or 
arfj 

aphalion /a'feelyan/ n, pi aphella Alya/ the point in the path of a planet, 
comet, etc that is farthest from the sun - compare perihelion [NL, fr 
apo- + Gk helios sun - more at 'solar] 

a^ld Ayftd/ n a greenfly or related sm^l sluggish insect that sucks the 
juices of plants 


aphis /'ayfis/ n, pi aphides /'ayfiideez/ an aphid (of a common genus) 
(NL Aphid-, Aphis, genus name, fr NGk aphis, perh alter, of kons 
bug] 

aphoriam Afanz(a)m/ n a concise pithy formulation of a truth, an 
adage [MF aphonsme, fr LL aphorismus, fr Gk aphonsmos definition, 
aphorism, fr aphonzein to define, fr apo- f honzem to bound - more at 
horizon] - aphorize vi, aphorist n. aphoristic /-nstik/ adj, aphoristically 
adv 

aphrodisiac /.afra'diziak/ n or adj (a substance) that stimulates sexual 
desire [adj Gk aphrodisiakos sexual, fr aphrodisia sexual pleasures, fr 
neut pi of aphrodisios of Aphrodite, fr Aphrodite, goddess of love; n fr 
adj] - aphrodisiacal /.afradi'zie-akl/ adj 
apian /’aypi an/ adj of bees [L apianus, fr apis] 
apiarian /.aypi'esn-an/ adj of beekeeping or bees 
apiarist /'aypi anst/ n a beekeeper 

apiary Aypi-an/ n a place where (hives or colonies oO bees are kept, esp 
for their honey [L apianum, fr apis bee] 

apical /'aypikl, a-/ adj of, situated at, or forming an apex [prob fr NL 
apicalis, fr L apic-, apex] ~ apically adv 
apices /'ayp9.seez/ pi of apex 

apiculture /aypiikulchs/ n the keeping of bees, esp on a large scale 
[prob fr F, fr L apis bee f F culture] - apicultural /.aypi'kulcharal, 
adj, apiculturist n 

apiece /d'pees/ adv for each one, individually [ME a pece, fr 'a ^ pece 
piece] 

apish Aypish/ adj resembling an ape eg a slavishly imitative b 
extremely silly or affected - apishly adv, apishness n 
aplanatic /.aypb'natik/ adj. esp of a lens (system) free from spherical 
aberration [a- + Gk planasthai to wander - more at plani t] 
aplasia /ay'playzh(y)9, -zya/ n incomplete or faulty development of an 
organ or part [NL, fr ’a- + -plasia] - aplastic /ay'plastik/ adj 
aplenty /s'plcnti/ adj enough and to spare, in abundance (money for 
all his needs) 

aplomb /a'plum, a'plom/ n complete composure or self-assurance, poise 
[F, lit , perpendiculanty, fr MF, fr a plomb, lit , according to the 
plummet] 

apnoea, chiefly NAm apnea /'apni a/ n 1 transient cessation of respira- 
tion 2 asphyxia [NL, fr a- -t- -pnoea] 
apo-, ap- prefix 1 away from; off (aphelion) (apogee) 2 detached, 
separate (apocarpous) [ME, fr MF & L. MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr apo ~ more 
at 01 -] 

apocalypse /a'pokahps/ n la any of a number of early Jewish and 
Chnstian works, wntten esp under an assumed name, and charactenzed 
by symbolic imagery, which describe the establishment of God's kingdom 
b cap rlvelation 2 - usu *■ the 2 sthg viewed as a prophetic revelation 
[ME, revelation, Revelation, fr LL apocalypsis, fr Gk apokalypsis, fr 
apokalyptein to uncover, fr apo- + kalyptein to cover - more at heli] 
apocalyptic /a.poka'hptik/ also apocalyptical /-kl/ adj 1 of or resem- 
bling an apocalypse 2 forecasting the ultimate destiny of the world, 
prophetic 3 forelxxling imminent disaster, terrible [LGk apokalyptikos, 
fr Gk apokalyptein] - apocalyptically adv 

apochromatic /^pskrs'matik/ adj, esp of a lens (system) free from 
chromatic and sphencal aberration (an ^ lens) [ISV] 
apocrina Apknn, -kreen/ adj (coming from a gland) producing a fluid 
secretion by separation of part of the cytoplasm from the secreting cells 
[ISV apo- + Gk knnein to separate - more at ceri ain] 
apocrypha /s'pokrifa/ o 1 (a collection of) writings or statements of 
dubious authenticity 2 sing or pi in constr^ cap books included in the 
Septuagint and Vulgate but excluded froia the Jewish and Protestant 
canons of the Old Testament - usu + [ML. fr LL, neut pi of 
apocryphus secret, not canonical, fr Gk apeipryphos obscure, fr apokryp- 
tem to hide away, fr apo- kryptem to hi^c ~ more at crypt] 
apocryphal /s'pokrififa)!/ adj 1 often cap of or resembling the Apocry- 
pha 2 of doubtful authenticity > apocryphpUy adv, apocryphalneas n 
apodal /'apadi/, apodous /apadas/ adj having no (appendages analogous 
to) fort (eels are ^) [Gk apod-, apous, fr •- f pod-, pous foot - more 
at foot] 

apodaiptic /.apa'diektik/ adj apodictic 

apodictic /.apa’diktik/ adj expressing, or of the nature of. necessary 
truth or absolute certainty [L a^icticus, fr Gk apodeiktikos, fr apodeik- 
nynai to demonstrate, fr apo- + daknynai to show - more at diction] 
- apodictically adv 

apodoaia /a'podasis/ n, p! apodoaea /-seez/ the main clause of a 
conditional sentence - compare protasis [NL, fr Gk. fr apodidonaj to 
give back, deliver, fr apo- + didonai to give - more at ^date] 
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apoenzyme /^poh'enziem/ n a protein that forms an active enzyme by 
combination with a coen/yme [ISV] 

apogamy /d'pogsmi/ n development of a sporophyte from a gameto- 
phyte without fertilization [ISV] - apogamous adj, apogamic 
/.apa'gamilc/ adj 

apogee /apajee/ n 1 the point farthest from a planet or other celestial 
body reached by any object orbiting it - compare PbRioLi: 2 the farthest 
or highest point, the culmination (^Aegean civihzation reached its — in 
Crete} (F apog^, fr NL apogaeum, fr Gk apogaion, fr neut of apogeios, 
apogaios far from the earth, fr apo- ^ ge earth] - apogean /.apa'jec an/ 
adj 

apologetic /3,pob'jetik/ adj la offered in defence or vindication b 
offered by way of excuse or apology <(an smile} 2 regretfully acknowl- 
edging fault or failure, contnte [LL apologeticus, fr Gk apologetikos, fr 
apologeisthai to defend, fr apo- + logos speech] - apologetically adv 
a.polo'getics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 systematic reasoned 
argument in defence (e g of a doctrine) 2 a branch of theology devoted 
to the rational defence of Christianity 
apologia /.apa'Iohjya/ n a reasoned defence in speech or wnting, esp of 
a faith, cause, or institution [LL] 
apologist /a'pobjist/ n the author of an apologia 
apolog ize, -ise /a'pobjiez/ vi to make an apology 
apologue /'apalog/ n an allegoncal narrative, usu with a moral |F. fr 
L apologus, fr Gk apologos, fr apo- + logos speech, narrative] 
apology /a'pobji/ n la an apologia b lxcusl I 2 an admission of error 
or discourtesy accompanied by an expression of regret 3 a poor substitute 
for [MF or LL, MF apologie, fi LL apologia, fr Gk, fr apo- + logos 
speech ^ inuiX ai i ^iipno] 

apolune /'apaloohn/ n the point in the path of a body orbiting the moon 
that IS farthest from the centre of the moon - compare plrilune [apo- 
L luna moon - more at i unar] 

apomict /'apamikt/ n sthg produced by or reproducing by apomtxis 
[prob back-formation fr ISV apomictic, fr apo- t Gk mignynai to mix - 
more at mix] - apomictic /-'miktik/ adj, apomictically adv 
apomixis /.apa'miksis/ n, pi apomixes /-'mikseez/ reproduction involv- 
ing the production of seed without fertilization [NL, fr apo- + Gk mixis 
act of mixing, fr mignynai] 

apophthegm /apaithem/ n a short, pithy, and instructive saying [F or 
NL, F apophthegmc, perh fr NL apophthegma, fr Gk apophthegmat-, 
apophthegma, fr apophthengesthai to speak out, fr apo- + phthengesthai 
to utter] - apophthegmatic /.aptheg'matik/, apophtbegmati^ adj, 
apophthegmatically adv 

apoplectic /,ap9'plektik/ adj 1 of, causing, affected with, or showing 
symptoms of apoplexy 2 violently excited (c g from rage) [F or LL; F 
apoplectique, fr LL apoplecticus, fr Gk apoplektikos, fr apoplessein] - 
apoplectically adv 

apoplexy /'apa,pleksi/ n ^strokf 5 [ME apoplexie, fr MF & LL, MF, 
fr LL apoplexia, fr Gk apoplexia, fr apoplessein to cnpple by a stroke, fr 
apo- plessan to stnke - more at plaini] 

aport /a'pawt/ adv on or towards the left side of a ship {steer the 
helm '^} 

apoaematic /.apssi'matik/ adj, esp of insect coloration conspicuous and 
serving to warn [apo- 4 Gk semat-, sema sign] - apoaenatically adv 
apoaiopesis /.apdzic a'pccsis/ n. pi aposiopeacs /-,seez/ the leaving of 
a thought incomplete, usu by a sudden breaking off of a sentence [LL, 
fr Gk aposidpesis, fr aposidpan to be quite silent, fr apo- sidfum to be 
silent, fr sidpe silence] - aposiopetic /-'petik/ adj 
apostasy /a'postdsi/ n 1 renunciation of a religious faith 2 abandon- 
ment of a previous loyalty; defection [ME apostasie, fr LL apostasia, fr 
Gk, lit., revolt, fr aphistasthai to revolt, fr apo- 4 histasthai to stand - 
more at stand] 

apostate /a'postayt/ n one who commits apostasy -- apostate adj 
apostat-ize, 'lae /a'postatiez/ vi to commit apostasy 
a posteriori /,ay po^tbn'awn/ adj 1 inductive 2 relating to or derived 
by reasoning froh observed facts - compare a priori [L. lit . from the 
latter] - a posteriori adv 

apostle /a'posfa)!/ n 1 one ’lent on a mission; esp any of an authontauve 
New Testament group sent out to preach the gospel and made up esp of 
Jesus's original 12 disciples and Paul 2a one who first advocates an 
important belief or system b an ardent supporter, an adherent <aii ^ of 
liberal tolerance} [ME, fr OF A OE; OF apostle A OE apostol, fr LL 
apostolus, fr Ok apostolos, fr apostellein to send away, fr apo- > stellein 
to send - more at 'stall] - apoatlesbip n 

apostolic /.apo'stolik/ adj 1 of an apostle or the New Testament apostles 
2i of the divine authority vested in the apostles held (e g by Roman 


Catholics, Anglicans, and Eastern Orthodox) to be handed down through 
the successive ordinations of bishops b of the pope as the successor to the 
apostolic authonty vested in St Peter - apoatolicity / 3 ,post 3 lisati/ n 
'apostrophe /a'postrofi/ n the addressing, rhetorically, of a usu absent 
person or a usu personified thing [L, fr Gk apostrophe, lit , act of turning 
away, fr apostrephein to turn away, fr apo- + strephein to turn - more 
at stropiic] - apostrophize vb, apostrophic /.apa'strofik/ adj 
'apostrophe n a mark ' used to indicate the omission of letters or figures, 
the possessive case, or the plural of letters or figures [MF A LL, MF, fr 
LL apostrophus, fr Gk apostrophos, fr apostrophas turned away, fr 
apostrephein] - apostrophic /.aps'strofik/ adj 
a.pothecaries' 'weight / 9 'poth 3 k( 3 )riz/ n the series of units of weight 
used formerly by pharmacists and basedOT the ounce of 8 drachms and 
the drachm of 3 scruples or 60 grains -ZV unit 
apothecary / 9 'poth 9 k( 9 )ri/ n, archaic or NAm 1 a pharmacist 2 
PHARMACY 2 [ME apothecane, fr ML apothecanus, fr LL, shopkeeper, 
fr L apotheca storehouse, fr Gk apotheke, fr apotithenai to put away, fr 
apo- 4 tithenai to put - more at 'do] 
apothegm /apathem/ n, NAm an apophthegm 
apotheosis /d,pothi'ohsis/ n, pi apotbeo^ /-seez/ 1 deification 2 the 
perfect example (she is the ^ of womanhood} [LL, fr Gk apotheosis, fr 
apotheoun to deify, fr apo- 4 theos god] - apotheoaize /,ap 9 'thee- 9 ,siez. 
9 ‘pothio,sicz/ vt 

appal, NAm chiefly appall /»'pawl/ vt 'll' to overcome with consterna- 
tion. horror, or dismay [ME appallen, fr MF apalir, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) 

-V pahr to grow pale, fr L pallescere, incho of pallere to be pale - more 
at 'fallow] - appalling adj, appallingly adv 

Appaloosa /.apo'loohss, -za/ n (any oO a N American breed of rugged 
saddle horses with a mottled skin and vertically stnped hooves [prob fr 
Palouse, an Indian people of Washington and Idaho, USA] 
appanage /'apanij/ n 1 apanage 2 a usual accompaniment [F apanage,* 
fr OF, fr apaner to provide for a younger offspnng, fr OProv apanar to 
support, fr a- (fr L ad-) 4 pan bread, fr L panis - more at food] 
apparat /*ap 9 rat, n ap»aratvs 2 [Russ] 
apparatchik /.apa'rachik/ n, pi apparatchiks, apparatchfki /-'rachiki/ 
a member of a Communist apparat [Russ, fr apparat] 
apparatus /'aparaytas, NAm also -'ratas/ n, pi apparatuses, 
apparatus la (a piece oO equipment designed for a particular use, esp for 
a scientific operation b a group of organs having a common function 2 
the administrative bureaucracy of an organization, esp a political party 
[L, fr apparatus, pp of apparare to prepare, fr ad- + parare to prepare - 
more at parl] 

'appsrel /a'paral/ vt -ll* (NAm -U, -ll*) 1 to put clothes on; dress - chiefly 
fml 2 to adorn, embellish - chiefly poetic [ME apparetllen, fr OF 
apareillier to prepare, fr (assumed) VL appanculare, irreg fr L 
apparare] 

'apparel n 1 garments, clothing - chiefly fml 2 sthg that clothes or 
adorns (the bright ^ of spring} - chiefly poetic 
apparent /a'pardnt/ adj 1 easily seen or understood; plain, evident 2 
seemingly real but not necessanly so 3 having an absolute nght to succeed 
to a title or estate (the heir [ME, fr OF aparent, fir L af^iarent-, 
apparens, prp of apparere to appear] - apparently adv 
ap, parent ho'rizon n horizon la 
ap'parent .time n the time of day indicated by a sundial 
apparition /,ap 9 'nsh(a)n/ n la an unusual or unexpected sight, a 
phenomenon b a ghostly figure 2 the act of becoming visible; appearance 
[ME apparicioun, fr LL apparition-, appantio appearance, fr L appantus, 
pp of apparere] - apparitional adj 

'appeal /a'peel/ n 1 a legal proceeding by which a case is brought to a 
higher court for review i aw 2a(l) an application (e g to a recog- 
nized authonty) for corroboration, vindication, or decision ( 2 ) a call by 
members of the fielding side in cncket, esp by the bowler, for the umpire 
to decide whether a batsman is out b an earnest plea for aid or mercy, 
an entreaty 3 the power of arousing a sympathetic response; attraction 
(the theatre has lost its - for him} 

'appeal vt to take (a case) to a higher court ^vi 1 to take a case to a 
higher court 2a to call on another for corroboration, vindication, or 
decision b to make an appeal in cncket 3 to make an earnest plea or 
request 4 to arouse a sympathetic response C/S'f often 4 - to [ME appehn 
to accuse, appeal, fir MF apder, fr L appellate, fr appelkre to drive to, 
fr ad- V pellere to dnve - more at felt] - appealer n. appealable adj, 
appealability Ab'bibti/ n 

appealing /a'peeling/ adj 1 having appeal, pleasing 2 marked by earnest 
entreaty; implonng - appealingly adv 

appear /s'pia/ vi la to be or become visible (the sun ^ son the horizon} 
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b to amve <~$ pwmptJy at 8 each dayy 2 to come formally before an 
authoritative body 3 to give the impression of being, seem <^s happy 
enoughy 4 to come into public view (^first ^ed on a television vanety 
showy [ME apperen, fr OF aparotr, fr L apparere, fr ad- ^ parere to show 
oneself, akin to Gk peparetn to display] 

appearance /a'piarans/ n 1 the coming into court of a party in an action 
or his/her lawyer 2 a visit or attendance that is seen or noticed by others 
(jHit man at the partyy 3a an outward aspect, a look <had a fierce 
^y b an external show, a semblance (^although hostile, he tried to 
preserve an ofneutrahtyy cp/ an outward or superficial indication that 
hides the real situation (would do anything to keep up ^ s> [appear > 
-ance) 

appeaae /a'peez/ vt 1 to pacify, calm 2 to cause to subside, allay 
his hungefy 3 to conciliate (esp an aggressor) by concessions [ME 
appesen, fr OF apaisier, fr a- (fr L ad-) + pais peace - more at peacf] 

- appeasable adj, appeasement n, appeaser n 
'appellant /a'pebnt/ adj appellate 

’appellant n one who appeals against a judicial decision 
appellate /a'pebt/ adj of or recognizing appeals (an ^ wou/t) [I 
appellatus, pp of appeUare] 

appellation /apa'laysh(a)n/ n an identifying name or title 
appellation COntrM4e /.kontroh'lay (/rapalasja katrole)/ n a govern 
ment certification of a French wine guaranteeing that it onginates from 
a specified geographical area and meets that locality's standards of 
production [F. lit , controlled appellation] 
appellative /a'pebtiv/ adj of or being a common noun - appellativcly 
adv 

append /a'pend/ vt to attach or add, esp as a supplement or appendix 
[F appendre, fr LL appendere, fr L, to weigh, fr aJ- + pendere to weigh 

- more at pendant] 

appendage /a'pendij/ n 1 sthg appended to sthg larger or more 
important 2 a limb, seta, or other subordinate or denvative body part 
appendant /a‘pend(3)nt/ adj 1 associated as an accompaniment or 
attendant circumstance 2 attached as an appendage - appendant n 
appendectomy /apan'dektami, ,apen-/ n, NAm an appendicectomy 
appendicectomy Apendi'sektanu/ n surgical removal of the ver 
miform appendix [L appendic-, appendix + E -ectomy] 
appendicitis /a.pendi'sietas/ n inflammation of the vermiform appendix 
[NL] 

appendix /a'pendiks/ n, pi appendixes, appendices /-di.scez/ 1 a sup- 
plement (e g containing explanatory or statistical material), usu attached 
at the end of a piece of wnting 2 the vermiform appeddix or similar bodily 
outgrowth DIGESTION [L appendic-, appendix appendage, fr appen- 
dere] 

apperception /,apuh'$epsh(a)n/ n 1 introspective self-consciousness 2 
mental perception, esp the understanding of sthg perceived in terms of 
previous expenence [F aperception, fr apercevoir to perceive] - apper- 
ceive /.apuh'seev/ vt, apperceptive /-'septiv/ adj 
appertain /.apo’tayn/ vt to belong or be connected as a rightful or 
customary part, possession, or attnbute, pertain - usu ^ to [ME apper- 
tanen, fr MF apartenir, fr LL appertinere, fr L ad- i pertinere to belong 

- more at pertain] 

appetite /apatiet/ n la desire to satisfy an internal bodily need, esp an 
(eager) desire to eat 2 a strong desire demanding satisfaction, an inclina- 
tion [ME apetit, fr MF, fr L appetitus, fr appetitus, pp of appetere to 
stnve after, fr ad- + petere to go to - more at feather] - appetitive 
/-.tietiv/ adj 

appetizer, -ber Apatieza/ n a food or dnnk that stimulates the appitite 
and IS usu served b^ore a meal 

appetizing, -isiiig Apatiezmg/ adj appealing to the appetite, esp in 
appearance or aroma > appetiziagly adv 

api^aud /a'pbwd/ vb to express approval (oO. esp by clapping the hands 
[MF or L, MF applaudir, fr L applaudere, fr ad- + plau^re to applaud] 

- adj, applauder n 

apple uae /a'plawz/ n 1 approval publicly expressed (e g by clapping the 
hands) 2 praise [ML applausus, fr L, clashmg noise, fr applausus, pp of 
applaudere] 

apple /'apl/ a 1 (the fleshy, edible, usu rounded, red, yellow, or green 
flruit oO a tree of the rose family 2 a fruit or other plant structure 
resembhng an apple [ME appd, fr OE aeppel, akin to OHG apfuJ apple, 
OSbv abluko] - apple of soneoac's eye sby or sthg greatly chenshed (his 
daughter ts the apple of his eye) - she's apples Austr everything’s fine 
> infinl 

appla-ple bad n, Br a bed made with the sheet folded back as a practical 
"joke, so that one cannot be out straight 


apple-pia order n perfect order 

'apple-, polish vb, NAm to attempt to ingratiate oneself (with) [fr the 
tradition of schoolchildren giving a shiny apple to their teacher] - 

apple-polisher n 

.apples and 'pears n pi, Br stairs - slang [rhyming slang] 
'Appleton layer /'aplt( 9 )n/ n f layfr [Sir Edward Appleton tI965 
E physicist] 

appliance /s'plieans/ n I an instrument or device designed for a 
particular use, esp a domestic machine or device powered by gas or 
electnuty (e g a food mixer, vacuum cleaner, or cooker) 2 bracf 4e 
[apply ♦ -ancf] 

applicable /a'plikabi/ adj appropriate applicability /-ka'bibti/ n 
applicant /'aplikant/ n one who applies 

application /3pli'kaysh(3)n/ n la an act of applying b a use to which 
sthg IS put c close attention, diligence 2 a request, petition 3 a lotion 4 
capacity for practical use relevance [ME applicaiioun, fr L application-, 
applicatio inclination, fr applicatus, pp of appln,are] - applicative 
/a'plikativ/ adj, applicatory /a'plikatn/ adj 

applicator /aplikayta/ n a device for applying a substance (e g medicine 
or polish) 

applied /a'plied/ adj put to practical use esp applying general principles 
to solve definite problems < ^ sciences) 

'appliqu4 /a'pleekay, aplee'kay/ n a cutout decoration fastened (e g by 
sewing) to a larger piece of material also the decorative work formed in 
this mannei [F. pp of appliquer to put on. fr L applicarc] 

’appliqu4 vt appliqueing /-kaying/ to apply (e g a decoration or oma 
ment) to a larger surface 

apply /a'plic/ vt la to bnng to bear put to use, esp for some practical 
purpose pressure) (^ the brakes) b to lay or spread on varnish 
to a table) 2 to devote (e g oneself) with close attention or diligence - usu 
♦ to ^should himself to his work/ —m I to have relevance usu + 

to (this rule applies to new members only) 2 to make a request, esp in 
wnting (^ for a job) [MF apphen, fr MF aplier fr L appliure, fr ad 
+ plicare to fold - more at 'pisj - applier /a'plie a/ n 
appoggiatura A^poja tooara/ n an embellishing note preceding an 
essential melodic note, used chiefly in the 18th c ^ musk [It, lit 
support, fr appoggiare to cause to lean fr (assumed) VL appodiare fr L 
ad- f podium support] ^ 

appoint /a'poynt/ vt 1 to fix or name officially 2 to select for an office 
or position 3 to declare the disposition of (an estate) to sby [MF 
• appointen, fr MF apointier to arrange, fr a (fr L ad ) ^ point] 
ap'pointed adj equipped, furnished 
appointee /.apoyn'tee, apoyn'tcc/ n one who is appointed 
appointive /a'poyntiv/ adj of or filled by appointment (an ^ office} 
ap'pointment /-mant/ n 1 an act of appointing, a designation (fill a 
vacancy by ^ > 2 an office or position held by sbv who has been appointed 
to It rather than voted into it 3 an arrangement for a meeting 4 pi 
equipment, furnishings 

apportion /3'pawsh(3)n/ vt to divide and share out in just proportion or 
according to a plan, allot [MF apportionner, fr a- (fr L ad-) + portionner 
to portion] - apportionment n 

apposite Aapazit/ adj highly pertinent or appropnate apt [L appositus, 
fr pp of apponere to place near, fr ad- k- ponere to pul - more at posiiion] 
- appositely adv, appositeness n 

apposition /.ap9'zish(a)n/ n a grammatical construction in which 2 usu 
adjacent nouns or noun phrases have the same referent and stand in the 
same syntactic relation to the rest of a sentence (c g the poet and Bums 
in 'a biography of the poet Bums’) - apposidpnal adj, appositionally 
adv 

appraisal /a'prayzfa)!/ n an act or instance of appraising, specif a 
valuation of property by an authonzed person [appraise + *-al] 
appraise /a'prayz/ vt to evaluate the worth, sigsificance, or status of. esp 
to give an expert judgment of the value or ment sf [ME appreisen, fr MF 
apnsier, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) + pnster to appmise ~ more at ^prizf] - 
appraisement n, appraiser n, appraising adj, appraisingly adv 
appreciable /a'prcesh(y)3bl/ adj 1 capable of being perceived or 
measured 2 fairly large <aji ^ distance) - appreciably adv 
appreciate /e'preeshiayt, -siayt/ vt la to understand the nature, worth, 
quahty, or significance of b to recognize with gratitude, value or admire 
highly 2 to increase the value of ^ vi to increase in value [LL appretiatus, 
pp of appretiaire, fr L ad- -v prettum pnee - more at price] - appreciative 
/-ativ/ adj, appreciatively adv, appreciator /-.ayta/ n, appreciatory 
/-ol(a)n/ adj 

appreciation /a,pree8hi'aysh(a)n, -si-/ n la sensitive awareness; esp 
recognition of aesthetic values b a judgment, evaluation, esp a favourable 
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critical estimate c an expression of admiration, approval, or gratitude 2 
an increase in value 

apprehend /,apn'hcnd/ vt 1 to arrest, seize a 2 to under- 
stand, perceive v/ to understand [ME apprehendcn, fr L apprehcndcre, 
lit., to seize, fr ad- + prehendcre to seize - more at prehensile] 
apprehensible /.apn'henssbl/ adj capable of being apprehended - 
apprehensibly adv 

apprehension /,apn'hensh(3)n/ n 1 the act or power of comprehending 
<a man of dull ^ > 2 arrest, seizure - used technically in Scottish law 3 
anxiety or fear, esp of future evil; foreboding [ME, fr LL apprehension-, 
apprehensio, fr L apprehensus, pp of appnhendere] 
apprehensive /.apri'hensiv. -ziv/ adj viewing the future with anxiety, 
unease, or fear - often + for or of - apprehensively adv, apprehensive- 
ness n 

'apprentice /a'prentis/ n 1 one who is learning an art or trade a from 
an employer to whom he/she is bound by indenture b by practical 
expenence under skilled workers 2 an inexperienced person, a novice 
[ME aprentis, fr MF, fr OF, fr aprendre to learn, fr L apprendcre. 
apprehcndcre] ~ apprenticeship n 
’apprentice vt to set at work as an apprentice 
appressed /s'prest/ adj lying flat against sthg (^leaves ^ to the stemj 
[L appressus, pp of appnmere to press to, fr ad- + premere to press - more 
at 'press] 

apprise /a'pnez/ vt to give notice to; tell - usu + of, fml [F appns, pp 
of apprendre to learn, teach, fr OF aprendre] 
appro /'aproh/ n, Br - on appro on approval - infml 
'approach /a'proheh/ vt la to draw closer to b to come very near to in 
quality, character, etc 2a to make advances to, esp in order to create a 
desired result ^ cd by several film producers') b to begin to consider 
or deal with the subject with an open mmd) vi to draw nearer [ME 
approchen, fr OF aprochier, fr LL appropiare, fr L ad- + prope near, akin 
to L pro before - more at for] 

’approach n la an act or instance of approaching b an approximation 
2 a manner or method of doing sthg, esp for the first time <a highly 
individual ^ to language') 3 a means of access (the to the city} 4a 
a golf shot from the fairway towards the green b (the steps taken on) the 
part of a tenpin bowling alley from which a bowler must deliver the ball 
5 the final part of an aircraft flight before landing 6 an advance made to 
establish personal or business relations - usu pi 
approachable /a'prohchdbl/ adj easy to meet or deal with ['approach 
+ -able] - approachability /-'bilati/ n 
approbation /,apr9'baysh(9)n/ n formal or official approval, sanction 
[ME, fr MF, fr L approbation-, approbatio, fr approbatus, pp of 
approbate] - approbatory /a'prohbatCain/ adj 
'appropriate /9'prohpn,ayt/ vt 1 to take exclusive possession of 2 to set 
apart (specif money) for a particular purpose or use 3 to take or make 
use of without authority or nght [ME appropnaten, fr LL appropnatus, 
pp of appropriate, fr L ad- + propnus own] - appropriable /-pn abl/ adj, 
appropriator /-.ayta/ // 

’appropriate /a'prohpn-at/ adj especially suitable or compatible, fitting 

- appropriately adv, appropriateness n 

appropriation /a,prohpn'aysh(3)n/ n sthg appropnated; spec/f money 
set aside by formal action for a particular use [‘appropriate + -ion] - 
ap^priative /-ativ/ adj 

apiKOval /a'proohvl/ n 1 a favourable opinion or judgment 2 formal or 
official permission [approve f'-Ai] - on approval of goods supplied 
commercially to be returned without payment if found unsatisfactory 
approve /a'proohv/ vt 1 to have or express a favourable opinion of 2a 
to accept as satisfactory b to give formal or official sancthMi to, ratify 
(Parliament -^d the proposed policy j ^ vi to take a favourable view - 
often + of (doesn’t ^ of fighting') [ME approven, fr OF aprover, fr L 
approbate, fr ad- + probate to prove - more at prove] - approvingly 
adv 

'approximate /a'proksimat/ adj nearly correct or exact symbol 
[LL approximatus,^p of approximate to come near, fr L ad- proximate 
to come near - more at proximate] - approximately adv 
’approximate /a'proksimayi^ vt 1 to bnng near or close - often 4 to 
2 to come near to; approach, esp in quality or number vi to come close 

- usu + fo 

approximation /a,proksi'maysh(9)n/ n sthg that is approximate; esp a 
mathematical quantity that is close in value but not equal to a desired 
quantity [^approximate + -ion] - approximative /a'proksimativ/ adj, 
approxlmadvely adv 

appurtenance /o'puhtinans/ a an accessory [ME. fr AF apurtenance, 


fr OF apartenance, fr apartemr to belong - more at appertain] - 
appurtenant adj or n 

apr^a-aki /,apray 'skee (Fr apre ski/ adj or n (of or for) social activity 
after a day's skiing [F apra after f ski ski, skiing] 
apricot Ayprikot/ n 1 (the oval orange-coloured fruit oO a temperate- 
zone tree of the rose family closely related to the peach and plum 2 an 
orange pink colour [alter, of earlier abrecock, denv of Ar al-birquq the 
apneot] 

April faypnl/ n the 4th month of the Gregorian calendar [ME, fr OF 
& L; OF avnlJ, fr L Apniis] 

.April 'fool n the victim of a joke or tnck played on Apnl Fools' Day 
.April 'Fools' .Day n Apnl 1 charactenstically mark^ by the playing 
of practical jokes 

a priori /ay pree'awn, ah, -ne/ adj la relating to or denved by reasonmg 
from self-evident propositions, deductive - compare a posteriori b of 
or relating to sthg that can be known by reason alone c true or false by 
definition or convention alone statements) 2 without examination or 
analysis, presumptive [L, from the former] - a priori adv, apriority 
/-’orati/ n 

apron /aypran/ n 1 a garment usu tied round the waist and used fo 
protect clothing 2 sthg that suggests or resembles an apron in shape, 
position, or use. eg a the part of a stage that projects in front of the 
curtain b the extensive paved area by an airport terminal or in front of 
aircraft hangars [ME, alter (by incorrect division of a napron) of napron, 
fr MF naperon, dim of nape cloth, modif of L mappa napkin, towel] 
'apron .strings n pi dominance, esp of a man by his mother or wife (sail 
ti«l to his mother’s ^ ) 

'apropos /.aprd'poh/ adv 1 at an opportune time 2 by the way [F a 
propos, lit , to the purpose] 

’apropos adj both relevant and opportune 
’apropos prep apropos of 
.apro'pos of prep concerning, with regard to 
apsa Zaps/ n 1 a projecting part of a buildmg (e g a church) that is usu 
semicircular or polygonal and vaulted 2 apsis 1 [ML & L. ML apsis, 
fr L] 

apaidal /'apsidl/ adj of an apse 

apsis /’apsis/ n, pi apaides /apsideez/ 1 the point m an astronomical 
orbit at which the distance of the body from the centre of attractuxi is 
either greatest or least 2 apse 1 [NL apsid-, apsis, fr L, arch, orbit, fr 
Gk hapsid-, hapsis, fr haptein to fasten] 

apt /apt/ adj 1 ordinarily disposed, likely - usu ^ to 2 suited to a 
purpose, relevant 3 keenly intelligent and responsive (an ^ pupif) [ME, 
fr L aptus, lit., fastened, fr pp of apere to fasten; akin to L apisci to reach, 
apud near, Skt apta fit] - aptly adv, aptness n 
apterous /'aptaras/ adj lacking wings (>- insects) [Gk apteros, fr a- + 
ptcron wing - more at feat her] 

aptitude /aptityoohd, -choohd/ n 1 a natural abihty, a talent, esp for 
learning 2 general fitness or suitability - usu ^ for - aptitudinal 
/,apti'tyoohd(a)nl, -'chooh-/ adj, aptitudioally adv 
Aquadag /'akwa.dag/ trademark - used for a colloidal suspension of fine 
particles of graphite in water for use as a lubricant 
aqua fortis /.akwa 'fawtis/ n nitric acid [NL, lit., strong water] 
aqualung /'akwa.lung/ n cylinders of compressed air, oxygen, etc 
earned on the back and connected to a face mask for breathing under- 
water [L aqua water ^ E lung] 

aquamarine /.akwoma'rcen/ n 1 a transparent blue to green beryl used 
as a gemstone 2 a pale blue to light greenish - blue colour [NL 
aqua ' manoa, fr L, sea water] 

'aquaplane /'akw3,playn/ n a board towed behind a fast motorboat and 
ndden by sby standing on it 

’aquaplane vi l to nde on an aquaplane 2 ofa car to go out of control 
by sliding on water lying on the surface of a wet road - aquaplaaer n 
.aqua 'regia /'reji-a, 'ree-/ n a mixture of nitric and hydrochloric adds 
that dissolves gold or platinum [NL. lit , royal water] 
aquarelle /.akwa'rel/ n a painting in thin usu transparent watercolours 
[F, fr obs It acquarella (now acquerello), fr acqua water, fr L a^ua] - 
aquarellist /-'relist/ n 

aquariet Akwanst/ n one who keeps an aquanum 
aquarium /a'kweon-am/ n, pi aquriuBS, aquaria An a/ 1 a glass tank, 
artificial pond, etc in which living aquatic animals or plants are kept 2 
an establishment where collections of living aquatic organisms are exhib- 
ited [fr neut of L aquanus of water, fr aqua] 

Aquarius /a'kweari-as/ n (sby bom under) the 1 1th aggof the zodiac 
m astrology, which is pictured as a man pouring water symbol [L, 
lit., water earner] - Aquarian adj or n 
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'aquatic /a'kwotik, -kwaV adj 1 growing, living in, or frequenting water 

2 taking place in or on water sports) - aquatlcally adv 
Aquatic a 1 an aquatic animal or plant 2 pJ but sing or pi m constr water 

sports 

aquatint Akwatint/ n (a print made by) a method of etching a pnnting 
plate that enables tones similar to watercolour washes to be reproduced 
fit ncqua tinta dyed water] - aquatint vt, aquatinter n, aquadntist n 
aquavit Akwavit/ n a colourless Scandinavian spint flavoured with 
caraway seeds [Sw, Dan, A Norw akvavit, fr ML aqua vitae] 

.aqua Vitae Aeetie, 'vie-/ n 1 alcohol 1 2 a strong spirit (e g brandy 
Of whisky) [ME, fr ML, lit . water of life] 

aqueduct Akwd.dukt/ n a conduit, esp an arched structure over a 
valley, for carrying water [L aquaeductus, fr aquae (gen of aqua) * 
ductus act of l^ing - more at duct] 

aqueous /'akwi-os, 'ay-/ adj of, resembling, or made from, with, or by 
water [ML aqueus, fr L aqua] - aqueously adv 
.aqueous 'humour n a transparent liquid occupying the space between 
the lens and the cornea of the eye nfrve 
aquifer /'akwifa/ n a water-bearing layer of permeable rock, sand, or 
gravel [NL. fr L aqua f -fer] - aquiferous /a'kwifaros/ adj 
aquilegla /,akwrieej(y)d/ n a columbine [NL] 
aquiline /akwilien/ adj 1 of or like an eagle 2 of the human nose hooked 
[L aquilinus, fr aqutia eagle] ~ aquIlJnity /.akwi'linati/ n 
aquiver /a'kwiva/ adj marked by trembling or quivenng 
'-ar Aa also -ah/ suffix (n - adj) of. relating to, or being 
(jnokculavy (^spectacular^, resembling <oracu/ar> [ME, fr L -ans, alter 
of -a/is -al] 

*-ar suffix (- n) *-er <hcggar) <scAo/ar> 

Arab /arab/ n la a member of a Semitic people ong of the Arabian 
peninsula and now widespread throughout the Middle ^t and N Afnca 
b a member of an Arabic-spcaking people 2 not cap a a homeless 
vagabond; esp an outcast boy or girl b a mischievous or annoying child 

3 a typically intelligent, graceful, and swift horse of an Arabian stock 
[ME. fr L Arabus, Arabs, fr Gk Arab-, Araps, fr Ar "Arab] - Arab 
adj 

'arabssqus /4ir3'besk/ adj (in the style) of arabesque [F, fr It arabesco 
in Arabian style, fr Arabo Arab, fr L Arabus] 

^arabesque n 1 a decorative design or style that combines natural motifs 
(e g flowers or foliage) to produce an intneate pattern 2 a posture in ballet 
in which the dancer is supported on one leg with one arm extended < 
forwards and the other arm and leg backwards 
Arabian /a'raybi-an/ n 1 a native or inhabiunt of Arabia 2 arab 3 
[Arabia, peninsula in SW Asia] - Arabian adj 
'Arabic Arabik/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of Arabia, Arabians, or the Arabs 
2 of or being Arabic 

’Arabic n a Semitic language, now the prevailing speech (^rabia, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, and parts of N Afnca alphabet, 
LANGUAGE 

arabic-iza, -ise /a'rabisiez/ vt, often cap to adapt (a language or elements 
of a language) to Arabic usage 

.Arabic 'numeral n^ften not cap A any of the number symbols 0, 1. 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 number 

Arabist /arabist/ n a specialist in Arabic language or culture 
arab'ize, •iae Arabiez/ vt, often cap 1 to cause to acquire Arabic 
customs, manners, speech, or outlook 2 to arabicize 
arable /'arabl/ n or adj (land) being or fit to be farmed for crops [adj 
MF or L; MF, fr L arabtUs, fr arare to plough; akin to OE enan to plough, 
Gk aroun\ n fr adj] - anbility /.ara'bilati/ n 

arachnid /a'raknid/ n any of a class (eg spiders, mites, ticks, and 
scorpions) of arthropods whose bodies have 2 segments of which the front 
bean 4 pain of legs [deriv of Gk arachne spider] - arachnid adj 
arachnoid /a'raknoyd/ n a thin membrane covenng the brain and spinal 
cord and lying between the dura mater and the pia mater [NL arach- 
noidea, fr Gk arachnoeides like a cobweb, fr arachne spider, spider’s 
web) 

arak /'arak, 'arak/ n 1 E Indian rum produced from molasses and a small 
quantity of dned red rice 2 arrack [Ar 'araq sweat, juice, liquor] 
Araldita /'arakiiet/ trademark - used for (adhesive) epoxy resins 
Aramaic /jira'mayik/ n a Semitic language of the Aramaeans, a 
pre-Christian people of Syria and Upper MesopoUmia, that was used in 
SW Asia byjiCTi-Aramacan peoples including the Jews after the Babylo- 
nian exile ALPHABET [L Aramaeus, fr Gk Aramaios, fr Heb *Araio 
. Aram, ancient name for Syria] 

Aran Arm/ n a style of knitting that produces a fabric consisting of 


vertical patterned bands and that is usu in a thick cream-coloured wool 
[Aran Islands, Eire] 

Araucanian /a.raw'kaynym. araw-, -m an/ also Araucan /a'rawkan/ n 
a member, or the language, of a group^f American Indian peoples of 
Chile and adjacent parts of Argentina — ^ language [Sp araucano, fr 
Arauco] 

araucaria /.araw'kean a/ n a monkey-puzzle or related tree of the Cyprus 
family [NL, genus name, fr Arauco, province in Chile] 

Arawak /'arawak. -wahk/ n, pi Arawaks, esp collectively Arawak a 
member, or the language, of an Amencan Indian people living chiefly on 
the coast of Guyana 

Arawakan /.ara'wakan, -'wahkan/ n, pi Arawakans, esp collectively 
Arawakan a member, or the language family, o^^ group of Amencan 
Indian peoples of S Amenca and the W Indies — f i anuuagr 
arbalest, arbalist /"ahhalist/ n a large medieval military steel crossbow 
[ME arblast, fr OE, fr OF arbaleste, fr LL arcuballista, fr L arcus bow 
ballista - more at arrow] - arbalester n 
arbiter /‘ahbita/ n a person or agency with absolute power of judging and 
determining [ME arbitre, fr MF, fr L arbitr-, arbiter] 
arbitrament /'ahbitramant/ n the judgment given by an arbitrator 
[ME, fr MF arbitrement, fr arbitrer to give judgment, fr L arbitran, fr 
arbitr-, arbiter] 

arbitrary /'ahbitran/ adj 1 depending on choice or discretion 2a arising 
from unrestrained exercise of the will b selected at random and without 
reason 3 despotic, tyrannical - arbitrarily /'ahbitrarali, .ahbi'trerali/adv, 
arbitrariness n 

arbitrate /'ahbitrayt/ vi to act as arbitrator ^vt 1 to act as arbiter upon 
2 to submit for decision to an arbitrator - arbitrative /-.traytiv/ adj 
arbitration /,ahbi'traysh(a)n/ n the settlement of a disputed issue by an 
arbitrator [arritrate + -ion] - arbitrational ad/ 
arbitrator /'ahbi.traytd/ n 1 sby chosen to settle diflercnccs between 2 
parties in dispute 2 an arbiter 

arbor /'ahba/ n a spindle or axle of a wheel [L, tree, shaft] 
arboreal /.ah'bawnol/ adj of, resembling, inhabiting, or frequenting a 
tree or trees [L arboreus of a tree, fr arbor] - arboreally adv 
arboreous /.ah'bawri ds/ adj 1 wooded 2 arboreal 
arborescent /,ahba'res(a)nt/ ad; resembling a tree in properties, growth, 
structure, or appearance - arborescence n, arborescently adv 
arboretum /.ahba'reetam, ah'bontam/ n, pi arborctums, arboreta /-ta/ 
a place where trees and shrubs are cultivated for study and display [NL, 
fr L, place grown with trees, fr arbor] 
arboriculture /'ahb9n,kulcha/ n the cultivation of trees and shrubs - 
arboriculturist /.ahban'kulchorist, ah, bon-/ n 
arborize, -ise /'ahbonez/ vi to assume a treelike appearance </be nerve 
fibres ~d> - arborization /-nc'zaysh(a)n/ n 

arborvitae /.ahbaw'vietec, -'vcetec/ n any of vanous ornamental ever- 
green trees of the Cyprus family [NL arbor vitae, lit , tree of life] 
arbour, NAm chiefly arbor Ahbs/ n a bower of (latticework covered 
with) shrubs, vines, or branches [ME erber plot of grass, arbour, fr OF 
herbier plot of grass, fr herbe herb, grass, fr L herba] 
arbutus /ah'byoohtas/ n any of a genus of white- or pink-flowered shrubs 
and trees of the heath family [NL, genus name, fr L. strawberry tree] 
'arc /ahk/ n 1 the apparent path described by a celestial body 2 sthg 
arched or curved 3 a sustained luminous discharge of electncity across 
a gap in a circuit or between electrodes; also arc lamp 4 a continuous 
portion of a curve (e g of a circle or ellipse) ^3" mathematics [ME ark, 
fr MF arc bow, fr L arcus bow, arch, arc - more at arrow] 

’arc VI to form an electnc arc 

’arc adj inverse 2 - used with the tngonometbe and hyperbolic functions 
smey <,tf y IS the costne of $ then B IS the ^ cosine of y} symbol 
[arc sine arc or angle (corresponding t0 the) sine (of so many 
degrees)] 

arcade /ah'kayd/ n 1 a long arched gallery or building 2 a passageway 
or avenue (e g between shops) [F, fr It arcaia, fr arco arch, fr L a/rus] 
- arcaded adj 

Arcadia /ah'kaydi-a/ n a usu idealized rural region or scene of simple 
pleasure and quiet [L Arcadia, fr Gk Arkadki, pastoral region of ancient 
Greece] - Arcadian adj 
Aready /'ahkadi/ n Arcadia 

arcane /ah'kayn/ adj known or knowable only to an initiate; secret [L 
arcanua, fr area chest >• more at ark] 

'arch /ahch/ /i 1 a typically curved structural member spanning^n 
opening and resisting lateral or vertical pressure (e g of a wall) 
ARCHITECTURE 2 Sthg (c g the vaulted bony structure of the foot) resem- 



49 


ard 


bling an arch in form or function 3 an archway (ME archc, fr OF, fr 
(assumed) VL area, fr L arcus - more at arrow] 

^arch vt I to span or provide with an arch 2 to form or bend into an arch 
-- w to form an arch 

’arch adj 1 principal, chief (an arch-vdlainy <an rebel) 2a cleverly sly 
and alert b playfully saucy [arch-\ (2) as in archrogue] - archly adv. 
archness n 

'arch- /ahch-/ prefix 1 chief, principal <archhw/iop> 2 extreme, most 
fully embodying the qualities of (a specified usu undesirable human type) 
(archrogue) (archenemy) [ME arche-, arch-, fr OE arce- & OF arch-, 
both fr LL arch- &. L archi-, fr Gk arch-, archi-, fr archein to begin, rule, 
akin to Gk arche beginning, rule, archos ruler] 

‘arch- - see ARCHi- 

-arch /-ahk/ comb form ( - n) ruler, leader (matnarch) (oligarch) (ME 
-arche, fr OF & LL & L, OF -arche, fr LL -archa, fr L -arches, -archus, 
fr Gk -arch^, -archos, fr archein] 

archaa- /ahki-/, archaeo-, chiefly NAm arche- comb form ancient, 
primitive (archaeopteryx) (archaeology) [Gk archaio-, fr archaios 
ancient, fr arche beginning] 

Archaean, chiefly NAm Archean /ah'kee-an/ adj or n (of or being) the 
(earlier part of the) Precambnan (Gk archaios] 
archaeology /.ahki'obji/ n the scientific study of material remains (e g 
artefacts and dwellings) of past human life and activities [F archeologie, 
fr LL archaeologia antiquarian lore, fr Gk archaiologia, fr archaio- ^ 
-logia -logy] - archaeological /-a'lojikl/ adj, archaeologically adv. archae- 
ologist /.ahki'objist/ n 

archaeopteryx /.ahki'optanks/ n an extinct primitive bird with some 
reptilian characteristics (NL, genus name, fr archae- 4 Gk pteryx wing, 
akin to G4i pti\on wing - more at ttATHKR] 

Archaeozolc /.ahkw'zoh-ik/ adj or n (of or being) the earliest era of 
geological history -Jj evolution 

archaic /ah'kayik/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of an earlier or more pnmitive 
time, antiquated 2 no longer used in ordinary speech or writing (ForGk; 
F archaique, fr Gk archaikos, fr archaios] - archaically adv 
archaism /ah'kayiz(a)m/ n 1 the use of archaic diction or style 2 an 
instance of archaic usage, esp an archaic word or expression 3 sthg 
outmixled or old-fashioned (NL archaismus, fr Gk archaismos, fr 
archaios] - archaist n, archaize vb, archaistic /-'isiik/ adj 
archangel /.ahk'aynjal, n a chief angel (ME, fr OF or LL, OF 
archangele, fr LL archangelus, fr Gk archangelos, fr arch- ^ angelos 
angel] - archangelic /-an'jelik/ adj 

archbishop /.ahch'bishap/ n a bishop at the head of an ecclesiastical 
province, or one of equivalent honorary rank (ME, fr OE arcebiscop, fr 
LL archiepiscopus, fr LGk archiepiskopos, fr archi- ♦ episkopos bishop 
- more at bishop] - archbishopric /-rik/ n 

.arch'deacon A'deckan/ n a clergyman having the duty of assisting a 
diocesan bishop, esp in administrative work [ME archedeken, fr OE 
arcediacon, fr LL archidiaconus, fr LGk archidiakonos, fr Gk archi- \ 
diakonos deacon] • archdcaconate /-nat/ n 

.arch'diocese /-'die-asis/ n the diocese of an archbishop - archdiocesan 
/-die'osison/ adj 

.arch'duchess /-'duchis/ n l the wife or widow of an archduke 2 a 
woman having in her own nght the rank of archduke (F archiduchesse, 
fern of archiduc archduke, fr MF archeduc] 

.arch'duke /-'dyoohk/ n a sovereign pnnee (MF archeduc, fr arche- 
arch- > due duke] - archducal /'dyoohkfa)!/ adj, archduchy /-'duchi/ n, 
archdukedom /-d(a)m/ n 

arche-, arcbeo- comb form, chiefly NAm archae- 
Archean /ah'keeon/ adj or n, chiefly NAm Archaean 
archegonium /.ahki'gohnyam, -ni-am/ n, pi archegonia /-nyo, -ni-a/ 
the flask-shaped female sex organ of mosses, ferns, and some conifers 
[NL, fr Gk archegonos originator, fr archein to begin 4 gonoa procrea- 
tion; akin to Gk gignesthai to be bom - more at arc h-, kin] - archeg- 
onial adj, archegoniate /-ayt, -at/ n or adj 

archer faheha/ n one who practises archery [ME, fr OF, fr LL arc^nus, 
alter, of arcuarius, fr arcuaiius of a bow, fr L arcus bow - more at 
arrow] 

'archerfish /•,rish/ n any ik several small E Indian fishes that catch 
insects by stunning them with drops of water ejected from the mouth 
archery /'ahehari/ n the art, practice, skill, or sport of shooting arrows 
from a bow 

archetype Ahki.tlep/ n 1 an original pattern or model; a prototype 2 
IDEA la 3 an inherited idea or mode of thought denved from the 
collective unconscious [L archetypum, fr Gk archetypon, fr neut of 
archetypes archetypal, fr archein + typos type] - archetypal /.ahki'tiepl/. 


archetypical /-'tipikl/ adj, archetypally /-'ticp(a)l-i/, archetypically 
/•’tipikli/ adv 

archi' /ahkiV, arch- prefix 1 chief, principal <archi/rBve; 2 pnmitive, 
original, pnmary (F or L; F, fr L, fr Gk - more at arlh-] 
archiepiscopal /,ahki*i'piskapl/ adj of an archbishop (ML arc/ueprsco- 
pahs, fr LL archiepiscopus archbishop - more at arch bishop] - archi- 
episcopally /-pali/ adv, archiepiacopate /-pat, -,payt/ n 
archimandrite /.ahki'mandnet/ n a dignitary in the Eastern church 
ranking below a bishop (LL archimandntes, fr LGk archimandrites, fr 
Gk archi- + LGk mandra monastery, fr Gk, fold, pen] 

Archimedes* screw /.ahki'mecdir/ n a device made of a tube bent 
spirally round an axis, or of a broad-threaded screw encased by a cylinder, 
and used to raise water [Archimedes t212 bc Gk mathematician & 
inventor] 

archipelago Aahki'pebgoh, .ahchi-/ n. pi archipelagoes, archipelagos 
(an expanse of water with) a group of scattered islands [Archipelago 
Aegean Sea, fr It Arcipelago, lit , chief sea, fr arci- (fr L archi-) + Gk 
pelagos sea - more at 'flake] - archipelagic /-pa'lajik/ adj 
architect /'ahkitekt/ n 1 sby who designs buildings and supenntends 
their construction 2 sby who devises, plans, and achieves a difficult 
objective [MF architecte, fr L architect us, fr Gk architekton master 
builder, fr archi- ^ tekton builder, carpenter - more at tec hnical] 
architectonic /.ahkitck'tomk/ adj 1 of or according with the pnnciples 
of architecture 2 resembling architecture in structure or organization (L 
architectonicus, fr Gk architektonikos, fr architekton] - architectonically 
adv 

.architec'tonics n pi but sing or pi w constr, also architectonic la the 
systematic arrangement of knowledge b the system of structure 2 the art 
or science of architecture 

architecture /'ahkLtekcha/ n 1 the art, practice, or profession of 
designing and erecting buildings, also a method or style of building ' 
2 product or work of architecture (the beautiful ^ of Prague) - 
architectural /-'tekcharal/ adj, architecturally adv 
architrave /'ahki.trayv/ n I the lowest part of an entablature resting 
immediately on the capital of the column 2 the moulded frame round a 
rectangular recess or opening (eg a door) USE akchiiecture 
(MF, fr Olt, fr archi- 4 trave beam, fr L trabs] 
archival /ah'kievl/ adj relating to. contained in, or constituting archi- 
ves 

'archive /"ahkiev/ n a place in which public records or historical docu- 
ments are preserved, also the matenal preserved - often pi with sing 
meaning (F & L. F, fr L archivum, fr Gk archeion government house (in 
pi, official documents), fr arche rule, government] 

’archive vt to file or collect (e g records or documents) in a repository (e g 
an archive) 

archivist /'ahkivist/ n sby in charge of archives 
archon /'ahkon/ n a chief magistrate in ancient Athens (L, fr Gk archon, 
fr prp of archein] 

archway /’ahch, way/ n (an arch over) a way or passage that runs 
beneath arches 

-archy /-ahki/ comb form ( • n) rule, government (monarchy) (ME 
-archie, fr MF, fr L -archta, fr Gk, fr archein to rule - more at 

ARCH-] 

'arc .lamp /ahk/ n a type of clectnc lamp that produces light by an arc 
made when a current passes between 2 incandescent electrodes sur- 
rounded by gas 

arctic /'ahktiky adj 1 often cap of the N Pole or the surrounding region 
2a extremely cold; frigid b cold in temper or mood (ME artik, fr L 
arcticus, fr Gk arktikos, fr arktos bear, Ursa Major, north, akin to L ursus 
bear] 

.arctic 'circle n, often cap AAC the parallel of latitude approx 66 
degrees north of the equator that circumsenbes the north polar region 
arcuate /’ahkyooot, -ayt/ adj curved like a bow (an ^ cloud) (L 
arcuatus, pp of arcuare to bend like a bow, fr arcus bow ~ more at arrow] 

- arcuately Aatli/ adv 

'arc-,weld vt to weld (metal parts) by means of an electric arc struck 
between 2 electrodes or 1 electrode and the metal - arc welding n 
arc weld n a weld made by arc welding 

•ard /ahd/ suffix ( n) one characterized by or associated with (a usu 
undesirable specified action, state, or quality) (dullard) (ME. fr OF, of 
Gmc ongin; akin to OHG -hart (m personal names such as Gerhart 
Gerard). OE heard hard] 

ardent /'Bhd(d)nt/ adj charactenzed by warmth of feeling, eager, zealous 
(ME, fr MF, fr L ardent-, ardens, prp of ardere] - ardency /-si/ n, 
ardently adv 




BUILDING 













61 


architecture <si> 






ard 


52 


.ardent 'spirits n pi strong distilled alcoholic dnnks 
ardour, NAm chiefly ardor /abda/ n 1 (transitory) warmth of feeling 
2 extreme vigour or intensity; zeal [ME, fr MF & L, MF, fr L ardor, fr 
ardere to bum, akin to OHG essa forge, L andus dry] 
arduous /‘ahdyoo-as/ adj 1 hard to accomplish or achieve, difficult, 
strenuous 2 hard to climb; steep [L arduus high, steep, difficult; akin to 
ON orthigr high, steep, Gk orthos straight] - arduously adv. arduous- 
IIC8S n 

'are /a, strong ah/ pres 2 sing or pi of be [ME, fr OE earun, akin to 
ON eru, erum arc, OE is is] ^ 

*ara /ah/ n a unit of area ^ual to lOOm^ -JT unit [F, fr L area] 
area /eanV /i 1 a level piece of ground 2 a particular extent of space 
or surface, or one serving a special function 3 the extent, range, or scope 
of a concept, operation, or activity, a field [L, piece of level ground, 
threshing floor, fr arere to be dry, akin to L ardor] ~ areal /ean al/ adj, 
areally adv 

arena /a'reena/ n 1 (a building containing) an enclosed area used for 
public entertainment 2 a sphere of interest or activity, a scene [L harena, 
arena sand, sandy place] 

aranacaous /.an'nayshas/ adj growing or living in sandy places [L 
arenaceus, fr arena] 

aren't /ahnt/ 1 are not 2 am not - used in questions 
areola /a'ree-ab/ n, p7 areolae /-li/ a small area between or round things, 
esp a coloured nng (e g round the nipple or a vesicle) [NL, fr L. small 
open space, dim. of area] - areolar adj, areolate adj, areolatlou 
/3.ree‘a'laysh(3)n, ^n-a-/ n 

arftta /a'rct, a'rayt/ n a sharp-crested mountain ndge [F, lit , fishbone, 
fr LL ansta, fr L, beard of gram] 

argali /'ahgali/ n an Asiatic wild sheep with large horns, or any of several 
other large wild sheep [Mongolian] 

.Argand 'diagram /.ahgand, -gand/ n a conventional diagram in which 
the complex number x + // is represented by the point whose rectangular 
Cartesian coordinates are x and y [Jean Robert Argand tl822 Swiss 
mathematician] 

arga^it /'ahjant/ n 1 a silver colour, also white - used in heraldry 2 
archaic the metal or colour silver [ME, fr MF & L, MF, fr L argentum, 
akin to L arguere to make clear, Gk argyros silver, argos white] - argent 
adj 

argantic /ah'jentik/ adj of or containing (bivalent) silver 
argantina /'ahpntien/ adj silver, silvery 

argantoua /ah'jentos/ adj of or containing (univalent) silver ' 

argia-bargia /,ahji 'bahji/ n argy-bargy 

argil /'ahjil/ n (potter's) clay [ME, fr L argiJIa, fr Gk argiIlos\ akin to Gk 
argos white] 

argillacaous /.ahji'layshas/ adj of or containing clay or clay min- 
erals 

arginina /'ahjinien/ n an amino acid that is a chemical base and is found 
in most proteins [G arginin] 

Argiva /ahgiev, -jiev/ adj of Greece; esp of the Achaean city of Argos 
[L Argivus, fr Gk Argeios, lit , of Argos, fr Argos, city-state of ancient 
Greece] - Argive n 

argol /'ahgol/ n crude tartar deposited in wine casks dunng aging [ME 
argoile, prob fr AF argoif] 

argon /ahgon/ n a noble gaseous element found in the air and volcanic 
and used esp as a filler for vacuum tubes and electnc light bulbs 
PERIODIC TABLE [Gk, neut of argos idle, lazy, fr a- + ergon work, 
fr Its relative inertness] 

argoay /'ahgasi/ n a large merchant sailing ship [modif of It ragusea 
Ragusan vessel, fr Ragusa, city & port in Dalmatia (now Dubrovnik, 
Yugoslavia)] 

argot /'ahgoh/ n a (more or less secret) vocabulary peculiar to a 
particular group [F] 

arguably /ahgyoo-abli/ adv as can be argued the best black cellist 
around at present} 

argua /'ahgyooh/ vi 1 to give reasons for or against sthg; reason 2 to 
contend or disagree in words '^vt 1 to give evidence of; indicate 2 to 
consider the reasons for and against; discuss 3 to (try to) prove by giving 
reasons; maintain 4 to persuade by giving reasons <<«d /um out of going} 
5 to give reasons or arguments in favour of <Ajs letter s restraint} [ME 
atguen, fr MF arguer to accuse, reason k L arguere to make clear; MF 
arguer, fr L argutare to prate, fr argutus clear, noisy, fr pp of arguere] - 
•rguble adj, argner n 

argufy /'ahgyoofle/ vt to dispute ^ vi to wrangle USE infml - argnfler 
/-XieV n 

argument /"afagycomant/ n 1 a reason given in proof or rebuttal 2a the 


act or process of arguing, debate b a coherent senes of reasons offered 
c a quarrel, disagreement 3 an abstract or summary, esp of a literary work 
4a any of the vanables which determine the value of a function b the angle 
indicating the direction of a complex number from the ongin of the 
Argand diagram <// a » ib is wntten as re " or t(cos0 + \stn0) then 
9 IS the ^ } [ME, fr MF, fr L argumentum, fr arguere] 
argumentation /,ahgyoom9n'taysh(3)n, -men-/ n 1 the act or process 
of forming reasons and drawing conclusions and applying them to a case 
in discussion 2 debate, discussion 

argumentative /.ahgyoo'mentativ/ adj given to argument; disputatious 

- argumentatively adv 

Argus /ahgas/ n a watchful guardian [L, fr Gk Argos, a legendary 
100-eyed creature] 

argy-bargy, argie-bargie /.ahji 'bahji/ n. chiefly Br (a) lively discussion; 
(a) dispute - infml [redupl of Sc & E dial argy, alter of argue] 
aria /'ahn*a/ n, pi arias an accompanied melody sung (e g in an opera) 
by I voice [It, lit., atmospheric air, modif of L aer] 

-arian /-'ean-an/ suffix (- n) 1 believer in <f/n/ranan>, advocate of 
<vegeranan> 2 one who pursues (a specified interest or activity) 
<a/irjquanan) </ibranan> 3 one who is (so many decades) old 
<ix:fogenanan> [L -anus -ary] 

Arianism /'e3n 3,mz(3)m/ n the (heretical) doctnne that the divinity of 
the Son is of an inferior nature to that of the Father [Anus t336 Gk 
theologian] - Arian adj or n 

arid ^'and/ adj 1 excessively dry, specif having insufficient rainfall to 
support agnculture 2 lacking in interest and life [F or L, F ande, fr L 
andus - more at ardour] - aridity /a'ndati/ n, aridness n 
ariel /’e^n dl/ n an Asian and Afncan gazelle [Ar aryal, var of ayyil 
stag] 

Aries /'eanz, -rec// n (sby bom undj^ the 1st sign of the zodiac in 
astrology, which is pictured as a ram STt svmboi [L, lit , ram. akin to 
Gk enphos kid, 01 r heirp doc] - Arlan /’eari an/ adj or n 
aright /a'net/ adv nghtly, correctly [ME, fr OE anht, fr ‘a- < nht 
right] 

aril /*anl/ n an exterior covenng of some seeds (e g those of yew) that 
develops after fertilization [prob fr NL anilus, fr ML, raism, grape seed] 

- ariled /'arild/ adj, arUlate /'an,layt/ adj 

arise /a'nez/ vt arose /a'rohz/; arisen /p'nz(B^/ la to onginate from a 
source - often f from b to come into being or to attention 2 to get up, 
nse - chiefly fml [ME ansen, fr OE ansaii, fr a-, perfective prefix t nsan 
to nse] 

aristocracy /,an'stokn)si/ n 1 (a state with) a government in which 
power IS vested in a small privileged usu hereditary noble class 2 sing or 
pi in constr a (governing) usu hereditary nobility 3 sing or pi in constr 
the whole group of those believed to be supenor (e g in wealth, rank, or 
intellect) [MF & LL; MF anstocraiie, fr LL anstocratia, fr Gk amtok- 
ratia, fr anstos best 4 -kratia -cracy] 

aristocrat /’anstakrat, p’n-/ n 1 a member of an anstocracy, esp a noble 
2 one who has the bearing and viewpoint typical of the anstocracy 
aristocratic /,an$ta'kratik, p,n-/ adj belonging to, having the qualities 
of, or favounng anstocracy [MF aristocratique, fr ML anstocraticus, fr 
Gk anstokratikos, fr anstos + -kratikos -cratic] - aristocratically 
adv 

Aristotelian, Anstotelean /,anstp'tceli-pn, -stoh-/ adj of Anstotle's 
doctnnes or his pnnciples of logic [Anstotle t322 bc Gk philosopher] - 
Aristotelian n, Aristotelianiam /-ll•^,nlz(^)m/ n 
arithmetic /p'nthmptik/ n 1 a branch of mathematics that deals with 
real numbers and calculations with them 2 computation, calculation 
[ME arsmetnk, fr OF ansmettque, fr L antbmetica, fr Gk anthmetike, 
fl- fern of arithmetikos arithmetical, fr aritkmem to count, fr arithmos 
number; akin to Gk arariskein to fit] - arithmetic /.anth'metik/, arith- 
metical adj, arithmetically adv, aritbdietician /9.nthmp'tish(p)n, 
.ariih-/ n , 

.arith.metlc 'mean /.anth'metik/ n a vi^ found by dividing the sum 
of a set of terms by the number of terms statistics, symboi 
arith,metic pro'gression n a sequence (e g 3, 5, 7, 9) in which the 
difference between any term and its predecessor is constant 
-arium /-'eari-pm, -'ahn-am/ suffix (-* n), pi -arinins, -aria /-n-a/ thing 
or place relating to or connected with (planetanum} <aquanum> [L, fr 
neut of -arius -ary] 

ark /ahk/ k la ship; esp (one like) the one built by Noah to escape the 
Flood 2i the sacred chest representing to the Hebrews the presence of 
God among them b a repository for the scrolls of the Torah [ME, fr OE 
arc; akin to OHG arahha ark; both fr a prehistoric Omc word borrowed 
fr L area chest; akin to L arcere to hold off, defend, Gk arkein] 
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'arm /ahm/ n 1 (the part between the shoulder and the wnst oO the 
human upper limb 2 sthg like or corresponding to an arm- eg a the 
forelimb of a vertebrate animal b a limb of an invertebrate animal 3 an 
inlet of water (e g from the sea) 4 might, authority (the long of the 
law} 5 a support (e g on a chair) for the elbow and forearm 6 a sleeve 
7 a functional division of a group or activity [ME. fr OE eann, akin to 
L armus shoulder, Gk hamim joint, L arma weapons, ars skill, Gk 
aranskem to fit] - armed adj, armful n, armless adj, armlike adj ~ at arm's 
length far enough away to avoid intimacy 
‘arm vt 1 to supply or equip with weapons 2 to provide with sthg that 
strengthens or protects 3 to fortify morally 4 to equip for action or 
operation ('^ a bomb} ~ vi to prepare oneself for struggle or resistance 
[ME armen, fr OF armer, fr L armare, fr arma weapons, tools] 

‘arm n la a weapon, esp a firearm - usu pi b a combat branch (e g of an 
army) 2 pi the heraldic insignia of a group or body (e g a family or 
government) 3 pi a active hostilities b military service or profession 
[ME armes (pi) weapons, fr OF, fr L arma] - up In arms angnly rebellious 
and protesting strongly (the entire community are up in arms about the 
proposed motorway} 

armada /ah'mahda/ n, pi armadas a fleet of warships; specif, cap that 
sent against England by Spain in 1S88 [Sp, fr ML armata army, fleet, fr 
L, fern of armatus, pp of armare] 

armadillo /.ahma'diloh/ n, pi armadillos any of several burrowing 
chiefly nocturnal S American mammals with body and head encased in 
an armour of small bony plates [Sp, fr dim of armada armed one, fr L 
armatus] 

Armageddon /,ahma'ged(a)n/ n 1 (the site or time oO a final and 
conclusive Mn-t’ Mween the forces of good and evil 2 a vast decisive 
conflict [Ok Armageddon, Harmagedon, scene of the battle foretold in 
Rev 16 14-16] 

Armagnac /'ahmanyak/ n a dry brandy produced in the Gers distnct 
of France [F, fr Armagnac, region in SW France] 
armament Ahm.-imant/ /i 1 a military or naval force 2 the military 
strength, esp in arms and equipment, of a ship, fori, or combat unit, 
nation, etc 3 the process of prepanng for war [F armement, fr L 
armamenta (pi) utensils, military or naval equipment, fr armare to arm, 
equip] 

armamentarium /.ahmpman'tean am/ n, pi armamentaria An a/ the 
equipment and methcxls available, esp in medical treatment [L, armoury, 
fr armamenta] 

armature /'ahmscha/ n I an ofTensive or defensive structure in a plant 
or animal (e g teeth or thorns) 2a the central rotating part of an electnc 
motor or generator b a framework on which a modeller in clay, wax, etc 
builds up his/her work [L armatura armour, equipment, fr annarus] 
'armchair /'ahm.chea/ n a chair with armrests 
‘armchair adj 1 remote from direct dealing with practical problems 
strategists} 2 shanng vicanously in another’s cxpenences (an ~ travel- 
ler} 

Armenian /ah'meenyon, -m an/ n 1 a member of a people living clu^y 
in Armenia 2 the Indo-European language of the Armenians ^ 
LANGiJAGF [Armenia (fr L, fr Gk), former kingdom in W Asia, now 
divided between USSR, Turkey, & Iran] - Armenian adj 
'arm, hole /-.hohl/ n an opening for the arm in a garment 
armiger /'ahmija/ n 1 a squire 2 a person entitled to bear heraldic arms 
(ML. fr L, armour-bearer, fr armiger beanng arms, fr arma arms t -ger 
-gerous] - armigeral /ah'mijsral/, armigerous /-ras/ adj 
.armillary 'sphere /'ahmibn, -'— / n an old astronomical instrument 
composed of nngs representing the positions of important circles of the 
celestial sphere [F sphere armillaire, fr ML armilla, fr L, bracelet, iron 
ring, fr annus arm, shoulder; akin to OE earm arm] 
armistice /'ahmistis/ n a temporary suspension of hostilities; a truce [F 
or NL. F, fr NL armistitium, fr L arma -stitium (as in solstitium 
solstice)] 

'Armistice ,Day n I Br remembrance Sunday - used before the 
oflicial adoption of Remembrance Sunday after WW II 2 NAm veter- 
ANs DAY - used before the official adoption of Veterans Day in 1954 (fr 
the armistice terminating WW I on November 11. 1918] 
armlet /'ahmlit/ /i 1 a band (e g of cloth or metal) worn round the upper 
arm 2 a small arm (e g of the sea) 

armorial /ah'mawri-al/ adj of or bearing heraldic arms [armory (her- 
aldry)] - armorially adv 

armour, Nam chiefly armor Aahma/ n la a defensive covering for the 
body; esp a covering (e g of metal) worn in combat b a usu metallic 
protective coveting (e g for a ship, fort, aircraft, or car) 2 armoured forces 


and vehicles (e g tanks) [ME armure, fr OF, fr L armatura - more at 
armaturl] - armour vt, armourless adj 
.armour-'clad adj sheathed in or protected by armour 
armoured /'ahmad/ adj consisting of or equipped with vehicles pro- 
tected with armour plate 

armourer /’ahmara/ n 1 sby who makes or looks after armour or arms 
2 sby who repairs, assembles, and tests firearms 
.armour 'plate n a defensive covenng of hard metal plates for combat 
vehicles and vessels 

armoury /"ahman/ n (a collection of or place for stonng) arms and 
military equipment 

'arm.pit /-.pit/ n the hollow beneath the junction of the arm and 
shoulder 

‘arm, rest /-.rest/ n a support for the arm 

'arm .wrestling n a contest in which 2 opponents gnp each other’s usu 
right hand and set the corresponding elbow on a surface, then attempt to 
force each other’s arm down 

army /‘ahmi/ /i la a large organized force for war on land b often cap 
the complete military organization of a nation for land warfare 
RANK 2 a great multitude 3 a body of people organized to advance a 
cause (the Salvation Army) [ME armee, fr MF, fr ML armata - more 
at armada] 

arnica /"ahnika/ n, pi arnicas any of several related composite plants 
[NL, genus name] 

'A-,road n a mam road of high standard 

aroma /a'rohma/ n, pi aromas la a distinctive, pervasive, and usu 
pleasant or savoury smell b the bouquet of a wine 2 a distinctive quality 
or atmosphere [ME aromat spice, fr OF. fr L aromat-, aroma, fr Gk 
aromat-, aroma] 

'aromatic /.ara'matik/ adj 1 of or having an aroma- a fragrant b having 
a strong esp pungent or spicy smell 2 of a chemical compound having a 
molecular structure containing a nng, specif containing (a group like) a 
benzene nng - aromatically /.ara'matikli/ adv, aromatidty /^rama'tisoti, 
a.rohma-/ n. aromaticness /.ara'matiknis/ n, aromatize /a'rohma,tiez/ vt, 
aromatizatioB /-tie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
‘aromatic n sthg aromatic 
arose /a'rohz/ past of arise 

'around /a'rownd/ adv, chie/7y\Ain 1 round 2 about (except 3b) [ME, 
fr 'a- i round, n] 

‘around prep, chiefly NAm 1 round 2 about (except 3b) 

‘around adj, chiefly NAm 1 abo^t I (has been up and for 2 days} 
2 in existence, evidence, or circulation (the most intelligent of the artists 
^ today - R M Coates) 

arouae /s'rowz/ vt 1 to awaken from sleep 2 to rouse to action, excite, 
esp sexually [a- (as in arise) * rouse] - arousal /-zl/ n 
arpeggio /ah'pejioh/ n, pi arpeggios (the sounding^O a chord whose 
notes are played in succession, not simultaneously music [It, fr 
arpeggiare to play on the harp, fr arpa harp, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG 
harpha harp] 

arquebus /’ahkwibas/ n a heavy but portable matchlock gun usu fired 
from a support [MF harquebuse, arquebuse, deriv of MLG hakebusse, fr 
haken hook busse gun] - arquebusier /.ahkwiba'sia/ n 
arrack, arak /’arak, 'arok/ n an Asian alcoholic spirit that is a distillation 
of the fermented mash of nee and molasses and to which has been added 
the fermented sap of the coconut palm [Ar ‘araq sweat, juice, liquor] 
arraign /a'rayn/ vt 1 to charge before a coun 2 to accuse of wrong, 
inadequacy, or imperfection [ME arretnen, fr MF araisner, fr OF, fr a- 
(fr L ad-) * raisnier to speak, fr (assumed) VL rauonare, fr L ration-, ratio 
reason - more at reasi^n] - arraignment n 
arrange /a'raynj/ vr 1 to put in order or into sequence or relationship 
2 to make preparations for, plan 3 to bnng about an agreement conoem- 
ing; settle ('^ an exchange of prisoners of war} 4 to adapt (a musical 
composition) by sconng for different voices or instruments vi to make 
plans to go on holiday} [ME arangen, fr MF arangier, fr OF, fr a- 
4 rengier to set in a row, fr reng row - more at ^rank] - arranger n 
ar'rangement /-mant/ n la a preliminary measure; a preparation 
(travel s) b an adaptation of a musical composition for different voices 
or instruments c an informal agreement or settlement, esp on personal, 
social, or political matters d an agreement with a bank that allows one 
to draw money without notice from a branch other than that at which one 
has one’s account </»w you got an '■^7} 2 sthg made by arranging 
constituents or things together (a floral ^ ) [arrange * -ment] 
arrant /'arant/ adj notonously without moderation; extreme (an ^ foot} 
[alter, of errant] - arrantly adv 
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arras AiW n, pi trras a wall hanging or screen made of tapestry [ME. 
fr Arras, city in France] 

'array /a'ray/ vt 1 to set or place in order; marshal 2 to dress or decorate, 
esp in splendid or impressive clothes; adorn (ME arrayen, fr OF arayer, 
fr (assumed) VL arredare, fr L ad- + a base of Gmc ongin; akin to Goth 
garaiths arranged - more at ready] - arrayer n 
*array n 1 military order ^forces /n ^ > 2a clothing, garments b rich or 
beautiful apparel; finery 3 an imposing group, a large number 4 a number 
of mathematical elements arranged in rows and columns 5 an arrange- 
ment of computer memory elements (eg magnetic cores) in a single 
plane 

arrear /a'na/ n 1 an unfinished duty 2 an unpaid and overdue debt USE 
usu pi with sing, meaning [ME arrere behind, backwards, fr MF, fr 
(assumed) VL ad retro backwards, fr L aJ to ^ retro backwards, behind 

- more at 'at, retro-] - arrearage /a'nanj/ n - in arrears behind in the 
discharge of obligations 

'arrest /a'rest/ vt la to bring to a stop (^sickness ^ed his activities} b 
to make inactive 2 to seize, capture; specif to take or keep in custody by 
authority of law 3 to catch and fix or hold the attention} [ME 
aresten, fr MF arester to rest, arrest, fr (assumed) VL arrestare, fr L ad- 
+ restare to remain, rest] - arrester, arrestor n, arrestment n 
’arrestn la the act of stopping b the condition of being stopped <c'ard/ac 
~ > 2 the taking or detaining of sby in custody by authonty of law 3 a 
device for arresting motion - under arrest in legal custody 
ar.reatable offence n a serious offence for which anyone can make an 
arrest without a warrant law 

arresting /a'restmg/ adj catching the attention; stnking - arrestingly 
adv 

arrhythntia /a'ndhmi-a/ n an (abnormal) alteration in rhythm of the 
heartbeat [NL. fr Gk. lack of rhythm, fr arrhythmos unrhythmical, fr a- 
+ rhythmos rhythm] - arrhythmic /-mik/, arrhythmical adj, arrhythmi- 
cally adv 

arri4re-'pens4e /.anca 'ponsay, (Fr arjr.r pose)/ n a mental 
reservation [F, fr amire behind + pensee thought] 
arris /'aris/ n, pi arris, arrises the sharp ndge or prominent angle formed 
by the meeting of 2 surfaces, esp in mouldings [prob modif of MF areste, 
lit., fishbone, fr LL ansta - more at arete] 

arrival /a'nevl/ n 1 the attainment of an end or state 2 sby or sihg that 
has arrived [arrive + '-al] 

arrive /a'nev/ vi 1 to reach a destination 2 to come <//ie moment has 
'^d} 3 to achieve success [ME anven, fr OF anver, fr (assumed) VL 
ampare to come to shore, fr L ad- + npa shore - more at rive] - arriver 
n - arrive at to reach by effort or thought <Aave arrived at a 
decision} 

arrogance /'aragans/ n aggressive conceit [ME, fr L arrogant-, arro- 
gans, prp of arrogare] - arrogant /-gant/ adj, arrogantly adv 
arrogate /aragayt/ vt to claim or seize without justification, on behalf 
of oneself or another [L arrogatus, pp of arrogare, fr ad- ^ rogare to ask 

- more at 'right] - arrogation /,ara'gaysh(a)n/ n 
arrondieeement /.aran'deesmant (Fr aradismd)/ n 1 a parliamentary 

division of a French department 2 an administrative distnet of some large 
French cities, esp Pans [F] 

'arrow /'aroh/ n 1 a projectile shot from a bow, usu having a slender 
shaft, a pointed head, and feathers at the end 2 sthg shaped like an arrow, 
esp a mark to indicate direction [ME arwe, fr OE; akin to Goth arhwazna 
arrow, L arcus bow, arch, arc] 

^arrow vt to indicate with an arrow <r/ie location is '^ed on the map} 
'arrow, haad /-.hed/ n 1 the pointed front part of an arrow 2 sthg 
shaped like an arrowhead 3 any of several related (water) plants with 
leaves shaped like arrowheads 

'arrow.root /-.rooht/ n (a tropical American plant whose roots yield) a 
nutntive starch used esp as a thickenmg agent in cooking [fr its use by 
American Indians to heal wounds from poisoned arrows] 
arso /ahs/ n 1 the buttocks 2 the anus USE vulg [ME ars, ers, fr OE 
sen, ears-, akin to OHG k ON ars buttocks. Gk orrhos. Arm of, Hitt arras, 
Olr err tail] 

'araa,hola Ahohl/ n the anus - vulg 

arsenal /'ahsanl, ‘ahsnal/ n 1 an establishment for the manufacture or 
storage of arms and military equipment; an armoury 2 a store, repertory 
[It arsenale, modif of Ar dar sina'ah house of manufacture] 
araenic /'ahsnik/ n J a tri valent and pentavalent semimetallic steel-grey 
poisonous element periodic table 2 an extremely poisonous 
tfioaide of arseoic, used esp as an insecticide [ME, fr MF ft L; MF, fr 
L arsenkam. fr Ok arsenikon, arrhenikon yellow orpiment, fr Syr zamig. 


of Iranian ongin; akin to Av zaranya gold, Skt han yellowish] - arsenic 
/ah'senik/ adj, arsenical adj or n, arsenious /ah'seenyas, -ni*as/ adj 
arsia /'ahsis/ n, pi arses Ahseez/ a stressed syllable in a metrical foot 
[LL ft Gk; LL, raising of the voice, accented part of foot, fr Gk, upbeat, 
unaccented part of foot, lit., act of lifting, fr aeirein, atrein to lift] 
arson /'ahsan/ n the cnminal act of setting fire to property in order to 
cause destruction [obs F, fr OF, fr ars, pp of ardre to bum, fr L ardere 
~ more at ardour] > arsonist n 

'art /aht/ archaic pres 2 sing of bf [ME, fr OE cart, akin to ON est, ert 
(thou) art, OE is is] 

*art n 1 a skill acquired by expencnce, study, or observation 2 pi the 
humanities as contrasted with science 3a the conscious use of skill and 
creative imagination, esp in the production of aesthetic objects, also works 
so produced b (any of the) fine arts or graphic arts 4 decorative or 
illustrative elements in pnnted matter [ME, fr OF. fr L art-, ars - more 
at 'arm] 

*art adj 1 composed, designed, or created with conscious artistry (an ^ 
song} 2 designed for decorative purposes pottery} 

-art - sec -ard 

art deco /,ah(t) 'dekoh/ n, often cap AAD a decorative style of the 1920s 
and 1930s charactenzed esp by bold flowing lines and the use of new 
materials (e g plastic) [F Art Deco, fr Exposition Internationale des Arts 
D^orattfs, an exhibition of decorative arts held in Pans in 1925] 
artefact, artifact /'ahtifakt/ n la a usu simple object (eg a tool or 
ornament) produced by human workmanship b a product of civilization 
(an of the jet age} 2 sthg (e g a structure seen in the microscope) 
unnaturally present through extraneous influences (e g from defects in the 
staining procedure) [L arte, abl of art-, ars skill i factum, neut of factus, 
pp of facere to make, do - more at 'arm, 'do] - artefactual 
/ahti'faktyooai, -chooal/ adj 

artel /ah'tel/ n a workers’ or peasants’ cooperative in the USSR [Russ 
artef, fr It artien, pi of artiere artisan, fr arte art] 
artemisia /.ahta'mizi-a, -'misi a, -'mizh(y)a/ n wormwoixl or a related 
strong-smelling composite herb or shrub [NL, genus name, fr L, arte- 
misia, fr Gk] 

arteri- /ahtian-/, arterio- comb form 1 artery <arten//<!> 2 artenal and 
(artenovenous} [MF, fr LI., fr Gk arten-, arteno-, fr artena artery] 
arterial /ah'tian-al/ adj I of or (being the bright red blood) contained 
in an artery 2 of or being a mam road - arterially adv 
arterial ize, -ise /ah'tian aliez/ vt to transform (venous blood) into 
artenal blood by oxygenation - arterialization /-lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
arteriole /ah'tianohl/ n a very small arter^onnecting a larger artery 
with (small blood vessels like) capillanes anaiomy [F or NL, F 
arteriole, prob fr NL artenola, dim of L artena] - arteriolar /-n'ohb/ 
adj 

arteriosclerosis /ah,ti3nohskb'rohsis/ n abnormal thickening and 
hardening of the artenal walls [NL] - arterioaclerotic /-skb'rotik/ adj 
or n 

artery /’ahtan/ n 1 any of the branching elastic-wallcd blood vessels that 
carry blood from the heart to the lungs and through the body - compare 
VEIN ANATOMY 2 ail csp main channel (e g a over or road) of 
transport or communication (ME artene, fr L artena, fr Gk artena, akin 
to Gk aorte aorta] 

artesian 'well /ah'teezh(3)n, -zi an/ n a well by which water reaches 
the surface with little or no pumping [F artesien, lit , of Artois, fr OF, 
fr Arteis Artois, region of France] 

'art .film n a film produced for predomisantly aesthetic rather than 
commercial purposes 

'art .form n a recognized form (eg a lymphony) or medium (eg 
sculpture) of artistic expression 

artful /'ahtf(d)l/ adj adroit in attaining end, often by deceitful or 
indirect means; crafty ['art + '-fui.] - ailftilly adv, artftilneas n 
arthr- /ahthr-/, artbro- comb form joint <|rthr/ri5> <arthro/xA/> [L, fr 
Gk, fr arthroni akin to Gk aranskein to - more at 'arm] 
arthritic /ah'thntik/ adj of or affected with arthritis - arthritic n, 
arthritically adv 

arthritis /ah'thnetas/ n, pi arthritidea /ah'thrieti.deez/ usu painful 
inflammation of 1 or more joints [L, fr Gk, fr arthron] 
arthroidaslt /ah'throdisis/ n, pi arthrodeses /-seez/ the surgical 
immobilization of a joint so that the bones grow solidly together [NL, fr 
arthr- + Cfk desis binding, fr dein to bind] 

arthropod /'ahthra.pod/ n any of a phylum of invertebrate animals (e g 
insects, arachnids, and crustaceans) with a Jointed body and limbs and usu 
an outer skin made of chitin and moulted at intervals [NL Arthropoda, 
group name, fr arthr- Gk pod-, pous foot - more at foot] 
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artic /ah'tik/ n, Br an arlicuiated lorry > infml 
artichoke /'ahti.chohk/ /i la a tall composite plant like a thistle b the 
partly edible flower head of the artichoke, used as a vegetable 2 jf.ru 
SALEM ARTICHOKE [It dial articiocco, fr Ar al-khurshuf the artichoke] 
'article /'ahtikl/ n la(l) a separate clause, item, provision, or point in a 
document (2) pi a written agreement specifying conditions of apprentice- 
ship b a piece of nonfictional prose, usu forming an independent part of 
a magazine, newspaper, etc 2 an item of business, a matter 3 a word or 
affix (eg a, an, and the) used with nouns to give indefiniteness or 
definiteness 4a a particular or separate object or thing, esp viewed as a 
member of a class of things (^several of clothing} of value} b a 

thing of a particular and distinctive kind (^the genuine '^} [ME, fr OF, 
fr L articulus ) 0 \n\, division, dim. of joint, akin to Gk aranskem to 
fit - more at ’arm] 

‘article vt to bind by articles (e g of apprenticeship) 
articular /ah'tikyoob/ adj of a joint cartilage} [ME articuler, fr L 
articulans, fr articulus] 

'articulate /ah'tikyoobt/ adj la divided into syllables or words mean- 
ingfully arranged b having the power of speech c expressing oneself 
readily, clearly, or effectively , also expressed in this manner 2 jointed 
[NL articulatus, fr L articulus] - articulacy /-bsi/ n. articulately adv, 
articulateness n 

‘articulate /ah'tikyoolayt/ vt la to utter distinctly b to give clear and 
effective utterance to < — one's gnevances} 2 to unite with a joint ~ v/ 

1 to utter articulate sounds 2 to become united or connected (as iQ by 
a joint [L articulatus, pp of articulare, fr articulus] - articulative /-btiv/ 
adj. articulator /-.layta/ n, articulatory /-btn/ adj 

ar'ticulated adi ''hiefly Br having 2 parts flexibly connected and 
intended to operate as a unit <an lorry} 
articulation /ah,tikyoo'laysh(a)n, n la the action or manner of 
jointing or interrelating b the state of being jointed or interrelated 2 a 
(movable) joint (between plant or animal parts) 3a the (verbal) expression 
of thoughts and feelings b the act or manner of articulating sounds 4 the 
occlusion of teeth 

artifact /'ahtifakt/ n an artefact - artifactual /-'faktyooal, -chooal/ 
adj 

artifice /'ahtifis/ n 1 an artful device, expedient, or stratagem, a trick 

2 clever or artful skill, ingenuity [MF, fr L artillcium, fr artific-, artifex 
artificer, fr I, art-, ars skill + facerc to make, do - more at 'arm, 'ix)] 

artificer /ah'tifis;^, 'ahtifisa/ n 1 a skilled or artistic worker or craftsman 
2 a military or naval mechanic 

* artificial /,ahtiTish(9)l/ adj 1 made by human skill and labour often to 
/ a natural model, man-made (an ^ limb}('^ diamonds) 2a lacking in 
natural quality, affected b imitation, sham [ME, fr MF or L, MF 
artificiel, fr L artificiaJis, fr artificium] - artificiality /-.fishi'abli/ n. 
artificially /-Tish(a)li/ adv, artificialness n 

.artificial insemi'nation n introduction of semen into the uterus or 
oviduct by other than natural means 

.arti.ficial respi'ration n the rhythmic forcing of air into and out of 
the lungs of sby whose breathing has stopped 
artillery /ah'tibii/ n 1 large-calibrc mounted firearms (e g guns, howit- 
zers, missile launchers, etc) 2 sing or pi in constr a branch of an army 
armed with artillery [ME artillene military equipment, missile-throwing 
weapons, fr MF] 

artisan /'ahti.zan, 'ahtiz(3)n/ ii 1 a skilled manual worker (c g a 
carpenter, plumber, or tailor) 2 a member of the urban proletanat [MF, 
fr Olt artigiano, fr arte art. fr L art-, jr$] 
artist /'ahtisl/ n la one who professes and practises an imas native art 
b a person skilled in a fine art 2 a skilled performer, specif an artiste 3 
one who is proficient in a specified and usu dubious activity; an expert 
<np-o/r ~> - inftnl 4 Austr A NAm a fellow or character, esp of a 
specified sort - infml 

artiste /ah'teest/ n a skilled public performer, specif a musical or 
theatneal entertainer [F] 

artistic /ah'tistik/ adj 1 concerning or characteristic of art or artists 2 
showing imaginative skill in jirrangement or execution - artistically 
adv 

artistry /'ahtistri/ n 1 artistic quality 2 artistic ability 
'artless /-lis/ adj 1 free from artificiality; natural grace} 2 free from 
deceit, guile, or craftiness; sincerely simple - artlessly adv, artless* 
ness u 

art nouveau /,ah(t) nooh'voh/ n, o/ien cap AAN a decorative style of 
late 19th-c ongin, characterized esp by curved lines and plant motifs [F, 
lit., new art] 


'art .paper n, Br paper coated with china clay and used esp for halftone 
illustrations 

artsy-craftsy /.ahtsi 'krahftsi/ adj, NAm arty-crafly 
'artwork /-.wuhk/ n art 4 

arty /ahti/ adj showily or pretentiously artistic lighting and pho- 
tography} -- artily adv, artiness n 

arty-crafty /.ahti 'krahfli/ adj arty; esp affectedly simple or rustic in 
style - infml [fr the phrase arts and cra/is] 

arum /'earam/ n a cuckoopint or related Old World plant with flowers 
in a fleshy spathe (partially) surrounded by a leafy bract [NL, genus 
name, fr L, arum, fr Gk aron] =■ 

arvo /'ahvoh/ n, Austr A NZ the afternoon - infml [alter, of a/lemoon 
. -o] 

'-ary /-(a)n/ suffix ( - n) 1 thing belonging to or connected with <owy>, 
esp place or repository of or for < library} (aviary) 2 one belonging to, 
connected with, or engaged in (functionary) (missionary) [ME -arie, fr 
OF & L, OF -aire, -ane, fr L -anus, -ana, -anum, fr -arius, adj suffix] 
‘-ary suffix (-* adj) of or connected with (budgetary) (military) [ME 
-ane, fr MF A L, MF -aire, fr L -anus] 

'Aryan /'eanan, 'ahnan/ adj 1 of language Indo-European 2 of speakers 
of Indo-European or Indo-lranian languages 3a of a supposed ethnic type 
represented by early speakers of Indo-European languages b Nordic [Skt 
arya noble, belonging to the people speaking an Indo-European direct 
who migrated into N India] 

‘Aryan n 1 a member of a people speaking an Indo-European language 
2 a Nordic 3 a gentile 

aryl /'anl/ n a radical (e g phenyl) denved from an aromatic hydrocarbon 
by the removal of 1 hydrogen atom [ISV aromatic f -yl\ 

'as /az, strong azf adv 1 to the same degree or amount, equally deaf 
as a post) 2 when considered in a specified form or relation - usu used 
before a preposition or participle (my opinion **' distinguished from his) 
[ME, fr OE eallswa likewise, just as - more at also] 

‘as conj la to the same degree that (deaf ^ a post } - usu used as a 
correlative after as or so to introduce a companson (as long ago I93(f} 
or as a result <so clearly guilty *>* to leave no doubt) b - used after same 
or such to introduce an example or companson (in the same budding ^ 
my brother) (such trees ^ oak or pine) c - used after so to introduce 
the idea of purpose (he hid so not to get caught) 2 in the way that 
(do - I say. not ^ / do) - used before so to introduce a parallel < the 
French like their wine, so the Bntish like their beer) 3 in accordance with 
what (quite good ^ boys go) (late, ^ usuaf) 4 while, when (spilt the 
milk she got up) 5 regardless of the fact that, though (naked I was, 

I rushi^ out) 6 for the reason that, seeing it’s raining, let’s make 
toffee - as is in the present condition without modification (bought the 
clock at an auction as is> - infml - as it is in realiiy - as it were so 
TO SPEAK - as often as not at least half the time 
‘aifc pron 1 a fact that, and this (is ill, ^ you can see) (unaccustomed -- 
/ am to public speaking) 2 which also, and so (plays football, do his 
brothers) 

*88 prep 1 L IKE la, 2 2 in the capacity, character, role, or state of (works 
^ an editor) (they regard her - clever) 

*88 /as/ n, pi asses /'aseez, 'asiz/ (a unit of value represented by) a bronze 
com ^.'f ancient Rome [L] 

88 - - see AD- 

888foetid8, NAm chiefly asafetida /.asa'fetida/ n the fetid gum resin of 
vanous onental plants of the carrot family used in cookery [ME asafetida, 
fr ML asafoetida, fr Per aza mastic ^ L foetida, fern of fbetidus fetid] 
88be8t08 /d'speslos, -zb-, -sb-/ n ather of 2 minerals composed of thin 
flexible fibres, used to make noncombustible, nonconducting, or chemi- 
cally resistant matenals [ME albestron mineral supposed to be inextin- 
guLshable when set on fire, prob fr MF. fr ML asbestoa, alter, of L 
asbestos, fr Gk, unslaked lime, fr asbestos inextinguishable, fr a- 
sbennynai to quench; akin to Lith gesti to be extinguished] 
88be8t08i8 /.aspe'stohsis, -zb-, -sb-/ n, pi asbesteaca /-.seez/ a disease 
of the lungs due to the inhalation of asbestos particles [NL] 

88C-, aaco- comb form ascomycete (ascocarp) [NL. fr ascus] 

88carid /'askand/ n the common roundworm, parasitic in the human 
intestine, or a related nematode [denv of LL ascarid-, ascans intestinal 
worm, fr Gk askarid-, askans', akin to Gk skatrdn to gambol - more at 
cardinal] 

88cari8 /'askaris/ n, pi aacarides /as'karidecz/ an ascarid [LL] 
aacend /a'send/ vi 1 to move or slope gradually upwards; rise 28 to rise 
from a lower level or degree to power) b to go back m time or in order 

of genealogical succession ^vt 1 to go or move up 2 to succeed to; begin 
to occupy - esp in ascend the throne [ME ascenden, fr L asceaden, fr 
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ad- + scandere to climb - more at scan] > ascenilable, aacemlible adj, 
aaetadlagadj 

ascendance also aacendence /9'send(3)ns/ n ascendancy 
ascendancy also aacendeacy /3'send(3)nsi/ n controlling influence; 
domination 

'ascendant also asceadeat /3'send(3)nt/ n 1 the degree of the zodiac that 
riaes above the eastern horizon at any moment (e g at one's birth) 2 a state 
or position of dominant power or importance - esp in in the ascendant 
3 an ancestor [ME ascendent, fr ML ascendent-, ascendens, fr L. prp of 
ascendere] 

’ascendant also ascendent adj 1 nsing 2 superior, dominant - aacend- 
aady adv 

aacenaion /9'sensh(»)n/ n the act or process of ascending [ME, fr L 
ascension-, ascensio, fr ascensus, pp of ascendere] 

A'aceneion .Day n the Thursday 40 days after Easter observed in 
commemoration of Chnst's ascension into Heaven 
ascent /absent/ n la the act of going, climbing, or travelling up b a way 
up, an upward slope or path 2 an advance in social status or reputation, 
progress [fr ascend, by analogy with descend - descent] 
ascertain /.asa'tayn/ vt to find out or learn with certainty [ME 
acertainen to make certain, fr MF acertainer, fr a- (fr L ad-) 4 certain] 

- ascertainable adj 

ascetic /a'setik/ also ascetkal /-kl/ adj 1 practising strict self-denial as 
a spintual discipline 2 austere in appearance, manner, or attitude [Gk 
asketikos, lit., laborious, fr asketes one that exercises, hermit, fr askein to 
work, exercise] - ascetic n, ascetically adv, asceticism /-.siz(a)m/ n 
ascidian /a'sidi-an/ n any of an order of tunicates (e g the sea squirt), 
broadly a tunicate [NL Ascidia, genus name, fr Gk askidion, dim of 
askos wineskin, bladder] 

ascitas /a'sieteez/n. p! aKites accumulation of usu blood-dcnved watery 
fluid in the abdomen [ME aschytes, fr LL ascites, fr Gk askites, fr askos 
wineskin, bladder] > ascitic /a'sitik/ adj 
asco- - see asc- 

ascomycate /.aska'mieseet/ n any of a class of higher fungi (e g yeast) 
in which the spores are formed in asci [denv of Gk askos + myket-, 
mykes fungus; akin to L mucus] - aacomycetoua /-mie'seetas/ adj 
ascorbata /a'skawbayt/ n a salt of ascorbic acid 
aa,corbic 'acid /a'skawbik/ n vitamin c [a- + NL scorbutus scurvy - 
more at scorbutic] 

aacriba /a'skrieb/ vt to refer or attribute (sthg) to a supposed cause or 
source [ME asenven, fr MF asenvre, fr L asenbere, fr ad- + senbere to 
write - more at 'scribe] - ascribable adj 

aacription /a'skripsh(a)n/ n the act of ascribing, attnbution [LL asenp- 
tion-, ascriptio, fr L, written addition, fr ascriptus, pp of asenbere] 
aacua /'askas/ n. pi asci /'askie/ the membranous oval or tubular spore 
sac of an ascomycete [NL, fr Gk askos wineskin, bladder] 
aadic /azdik/ n sonar [i4nti-5ubmanne Detection /nvestigation Com- 
mittee] 

-aaa /-ayz, -ays, -az/ sufTix ( - n) enzyme (protease^ [F, fr duwfase] 
aaapaia /ay'sepsis, a-, a-/ n 1 the condition of being aseptic 2 the 
methods of making or keeping sthg aseptic [NL] 
aaaptic /ay'septik, a-, a-/ adj 1 preventing infection techniquesj 2 
free or freed from disease-causmg microorganisms <a/i operating 
theatrey [ISV] - aaeptically adv 

a'aaxual /ay'seksyooal, -'seksh(a)l, a-/ qdj 1 lacking sex (organs) 2 
produced without sexual action or diflerentiation 3 without expression of 
or reference to sexual interest - aaexually adv 
asexual /ay'seksyooal, •'seksh(a)l, a-/ adj 1 lacking sex (o^ans) 2 
produced without sexual action or differentiation 3 without expression of 
or reference to sexual interest - aaexually adv 

'aa for prep concerning; in regard to - used esp in making a contrast . 
the others, they’ll arrive latery 

'aa from prep not earlier or later than (takes effect ^ July Isty 
'aah /ash/ n 1 (the tough elastic wood oO any of a genus of tall 
pinoate-leaved trees of the olive family 2 the ligature se used in Old 
Eilglish to represent a low front vowel [ME asshe, fr OE sesc\ akin to 
OHG ask ash, L omus wild mountain ash; (2) OE aesc, name of the 
corresponding runic letter] 

*aah Ji It the solid residue left when material is thoroughly burned or 
oxidized b fine particles of mineral matter from a volcano Cr geogra- 
phy 2 pi the remains of sthg destroyed by fire (a new city built on the 
'-est^ the oldy 3 p/ the remains of a dead body after cremation or 
disintegration [ME asshe, fr OE aace; akin to OHG asca ash, L andus 
dry - more at ardour] > aahleia atfj 

aphampd /a'lhaymd/ a^i 1 feeling shame, guilt, or disgrace 2 restrained 


by fear of shame (was ^ to begy [ME, fr OE ascamod, pp of ascamian 
to shame, fr a-, perfective prefix + scamian to shame] - ashamedly 
Amidli/ adv 

Ashanti /a'shanti/ n, pi Ashantis, esp collectively Ashanti 1 a member 
of a W Afncan people of Ghana 2 the dialect of Akan spoken by the 
Ashanti [Ashanti A' san' fe'] 

'ash .can n. NAm a dustbin 

'ashen /'ash(3)n/ adj of or made from the wood of the ash tree 
’ashen adj 1 consisting of or resembling ashes 2 deadly pale; blanched 
(hts face was with feary 

Ashes /ashiz/ n pi a trophy played for in a senes of cncket test matches 
between England and Australia - « the [fr a jesting reference to the ashes 
of the dead body of English encket after an Australian victory 
in 1882] 

Ashkenazi /.ashka'nahzi/ n, pi Ashkenazim /-‘nazim/ a member of the 
central European Yiddish-speaking branch of Jewry - compare sephardi 
[Hcb Ashkenazi] - Ashkenazic /-'nazik/ adj 
ashlar /'ashb/n 1 (masonry oO hewn or squared stone architec- 
Ti'RL 2 a thin squared and dressed stone for facing a wall of rubble or 
bnck [ME asheler, fr MF aisselier a transverse beam, fr OF, fr ais board, 
fr L axis, alter of ass/s] 
ashore /a'shaw/ adv on or to the shore 

‘ash, pan /-.pan/ n a tray fitted under the grate in a fire and into which 
ashes fall 

ashram /"ashram, -ram/ n the hermitage of a Hindu sage, broadly any 
Hindu religious retreat [Ski airama, fr a towards f srama religious 
exercise] 

'ash.tray /-.tray/ n a (small) receptacle for tobacco ash and cigar and 
cigarette ends 

.Ash 'Wednesday n the first day of Lent [fr the custom of sprinkling 
ashes on penitents’ heads] 
ashy /ashi/ adj 1 of ashes 2 'ashen 2 

Asian /’aysh(a)n, 'ay7h(a)n/ adj (characteristic) of the continent of Asia 
or its people [L Asianus, fr Gk asianas, fr As/a] - Asian n 
Asiatic /.ayzi'atik, .ayzhi-/ adj Asian - Asiatic n 
'aside /a'sied/ adv or adj 1 to or towards the side (stepped ^ > 2 out of 
the way (put his work > 3 apart, in RcauRVE 4 apart 3 [ME, fr 'a- 
I side] 

’aside n 1 an utterance meant to be inaudible, esp an actor's speech 
supposedly not heard by other characters on stage 2 a digression 
a'side from prep, chiefly NAm apart from 
as ‘if conj 1 as it would be if (it was he had lost his best fnendy 2 
as one would do if (shook his head - to say noj 3 that (it's not - she’s 
poory 4 - used in emphatic repudiation of a notion < ^ / cared^ 
asinine /'asinien/ adj stupid [L asinintis of or like an ass, fr asinus ass] 
- asinineiy adv, asininity /-'ninati/ n 

ask /ahsk/ vt la to call on for an answer (I ed him about his tnpy b 
to put a question about (1 ^ed his whereaboutsy c to pul or frame (a 
question) <- a question ofhimy 2a to make a request of (she ‘-ed her 
teacher for helpj b to make a request for (she -^ed help from her 
teachery 3 to behave in such a way as to provoke (an unpleasant response) 
(just - ing fo be given a good hidingy 4 to set as a pnee <--ed £1500 
for the cary 5 to invite him to dinnery vi to seek information (he 
^ed after the old man’s healthy [ME asken, fr OE ascian-, akin to OHG 
eiscon to ask, L aeruscare to beg] - asker n 

askance /a'skahns/ adv with disapproval or distrust - esp in look 
askance [perh fr It a scancio obliquely] 

askew /a'skyooh/ adv or adj awry [prob fr ‘a- + skew] - aakew- 
oeaa n 

'asking .price /'ahskmg/ n the pnee set the seller 
asiant /a'slahnt/ prep, adv, or adj (over ot across) in a slanting direc- 
tion 

asleep /a'sleep/ adj 1 in a state of sleep 2 dead - euph 3 lacking 
sensation; numb 

as 'long as conj 1 providing, while; so loNg as 2 chiefly NAm since; 
INASMUCH AS <~ you're going, HI go tody 

aslope /a'slohp/ adj or adv in a sloping or slanting position or direc- 
tion 

as 'much as adv even; so much as 

asocial /ay'sohsh(a)l/ adj 1 lacking the capacity for social interaction 2 
antisocial 

'as of prep, chiefly NAm as from 

asp /asp/ n a sm^l venomous snake of Egypt, variously identified as a 
cobra or cerastes [ME aspis, fr L, fr Gk] 
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asparagine /a'spanjeen, -jin/ n an ammo acid that is an amide of 
aspartic acid found in most proteins [F, fr L asparagus] 
asparagus /a'sparagas/ n (any of a genus of Old World perennial plants 
of the lily family including) a tall plant widely cultivated for its edible 
young shoots [NL. genus name, fr L, asparagus plant, fr Gk asparagos\ 
akin to Gk spargan to swell - more at 'spark.] 
a,spartic 'acid /a'spahtik/ n an ammo acid found m most proteins [ISV, 
irreg fr L asparagus] 

aspect /'aspekt/ n la the position of planets or stars with respect to one 
another, held by astrologers to influence human affairs; also the apparent 
position (e g conjunction) of a body m the solar system with respect to the 
sun b a position facing a particular direction {the house has a southern 
^ > c the manner of presentation of an aerofoil, hydrofoil, etc to a gas 
or liquid through which it is moving 2a appearance to the eye or mind 
b a particular feature of a situation, plan, or point of view 3 (a set of 
inflected verb forms that indicate) the nature of an action as to its 
beginning, duration, completion, or repetition (e g m / swim and I am 
swimming) [ME, fr L aspeotus, fr aspectus, pp of aspicere to look at, fr 
ad- 4 specere to look - more at spy] - aspectual /a'spekchooal/ adj 
'aspect .ratio n a ratio of one dimension to another- eg a the ratio of 
an aerofoil's span to its mean chord b the ratio of the width to the height 
of a screen or image (e g m television or the cinema) 
aspen /'aspan/ n any of several poplars with leaves that flutter m the 
lightest wind [alter of ME asp, fr OE tcspe, akin to OHG aspa aspen, 
Latvian apsa] 

aspergiilus /.aspa'jilas/ n, pi aspergUli /-lie/ any of a genus of fungi 
including many common moulds [NL, genus name, fr aspergillum brush 
for spnnkhng water, fr L aspergere] 

asperity.^ /a‘sp>ott*ti/ n 1 ngour. hardship 2 roughness of surface, 
unevenness 3 roughness of manner or temper, harshness [ME asprete, 
fr OF asprete, fr aspre rough, fr L asper] 

asperse /a'spuhs/ vt to sprinkle, esp with holy water [L aspersus, pp of 
aspergere, fr ad- t spargere to scatter - more at 'spark] 
aspersion /3'spuhsh(9)n/ n i a sprinkling with water, esp m religious 
ceremonies 2 a calumnious or unwarranted doubt {he cast on her 
integrity) 

asphalt /'asfalt, -felt, ash-, NAm 'aslawit/ n 1 a brown to black 
bituminous substance found in natural beds and also obtained as a residue 
in petroleum or coal tar refining 2 an asphaltic composition used for 
surfacing roads and footpaths [ME aspalt, fr LL aspaltus, fr Gk asphal- 
/()«] - asphaltic /-tik/ adj 

'asphaltum /-tarn/ n asphalt [alter of ME aspaltoun, aspalt] 
asphodel /"Rsfadcl/ n any of vanous Old World plants of the lily family 
with long spikes of flowers [L asphodelus, fr Gk asphodelos] 
asphyxia /a'sfiksiV n a lack of oxygen in the body, usu caused by 
interruption of breathing, and resulting in unconsciousness or death [NL, 
fr Gk, stopping of the pulse, fr a- ^ sphyzem to throb] - asphyxiate 
/-siayt/ vb, asphyxiation /-si'aysh(a)n/ n, asphyxiator /•si.ayta/ n 
aspic /'aspik/ n a clear savoury jelly (e g of fish or meat stock) used as 
a garnish or to make a meat, fish, etc mould [F, lit , asp] 
aspidistra /.aspi'distra/ n any of vanous Asiatic plants of the lily family 
with large leaves, often grown as house plants [NL, irreg fr Gk aspid-, 
aspis shield] 

'aspirate /'aspirat/, aspirated /aspiraytid/ adj pronounced with aspira- 
tion [L aspiratus, pp of aspirare] 

’aspirate /'aspirayt/ vt 1 to pronounce (a vowel, consonant, or word) 
with an h-sound 2 to draw or remove (e g blood) by suction 
’aspirate /aspirat/ n 1 (a character, esp h, representing) an independent 
/h/ sound 2 an aspirated consonant (e g the p of pit) 3 matginal removed 
by aspiration 

aspiration /,aspi'raysh(3)n/ n 1 the pronunciation or addition of an 
aspirate 2 a drawing of sthg in, out, up, or through (as lO by suction, e g 
a the act of breathing (sthg in) b the withdrawal of fluid from the body 
3a a strong desire to achieve sthg high or great b an object of such 
desire 

aspirator /'aspirayta/ n an apparatus for aspirating (fluid, tissue, etc 
from the body) 

aspire /a'spie-a/ vi to seek to Ittain or accomplish a particular goal - usu 
♦ to {'^d to a career m medicine) [ME aspiren, fr MF or L; MF aspirer, 
fr L aspirare, lit., to breathe upon, fr ad- » spirare to breathe - more at 
spirit] - aspirant /'aspirant/ n or adj, aspirer /a'spie(a)ra/ n 
aspirin /a-sprin/ n, pi aspirin, aspirins (a tablet containing) a denvative 
of salicylic acid used for relief of pain and fever [ISV, fr acetyl f spiraeic 
acid (former name of salicylic acid), fr NL Spiraea, genus of shrubs - more 
at spiraea] 


as re'gards /n'gahdz/ prep with respect to; in regard to 
as re'spects /n'spekts/ prep with respect to, in regard to 
'ass /as/ n 1 the donkey or a similar long-eared hardy greganous mammal 
related to and smaller than the horse 2 a stupid, obstinate, or perverse 
person or thing {saying that the law isan ^) [ME, fr OE assa, perh fr 
OIr asan, fr L aauiu.s] 

’ass n, chiefly SAm the arse [by alter.] 

assail /a'sayl/ vt 1 to attack violently with blows or words 2 to prey on 
<'^ed by doubts) [ME assailen, fr OF asaillir, fr (as.sumed) VL assahre, 
alter of L assilire to leap upon, fr ad- 4 salire to leap - more at sally] 

, aasailnble adj, assailant n ^ 

assassin /a'sasin/ n 1 cap any of a secret order of Muslims who at the 
time of the Crusades committed secret murders 2 a murderer; esp one 
who murders a politically important person, for money or from fanatical 
motives [ML assassmus, fr Ar hashshashm, pi of hashshish one who 
.smokes or chews hashish] 

assassinate /a'sasmayt/ vt to murder suddenly or secretly, usu for 
political reasons - assassination /-'naysh(3)n/ n, assassinator 
/-,nayu/ n 

'assault /a'sawlt/ n 1 a violent physical or verbal attack 2a an attempt 
to do or immediate threat of doing unlawful personal violence b rape 3 
an attempt to attack a fortification by a sudden rush [ME assaut, fr OF, 
fr (assumed) VL assaltus, fr assaJtus, pp of assahre] 

’assault vt 1 to make an (indecent) assault on 2 to rape - assaulter n, 
assaultive adj 

'assay /a'say/ n analysis of an ore, drug, etc to determme the presence, 
absence, or quantity of 1 or more components [ME, fr OF essai, assai test, 
eflbrt - more at lssay] 

’assay vt la to analyse (e g an ore) for 1 or more valuable components 
b to judge the worth or quality of 2 to try, attempt - fml - assayer n 
assegai, assagai /'asigic/ n a slender iron-tipped hardwood spear used ' 
m southeni Afnca [denv of Ar az-zaghaya the assegai, fr al- the + 
zaghaya assegai] 

assemblage /a'semblij/ n 1 a collection of people or things; a gathenng 
2 a three-dimensional collage made from scraps, junk, and odds and ends 
(e g of cloth, wood, stone etc) [assemble + -age] 
assemble /a'sembl/ vb assenbliDg /a'sembling/ vt \ to bnng together 
(e g in a particular place or for a particular purpose) 2 to fit together the 
parts of ^ V/ to gather together, convene [ME assemblen, fr OF assem- 
bler, fr (assumed) VL assimuJare, fr L ad- -f simul together - more at 
same] - assembler n 

assembly /a'sembli/ n 1 a company of people gathered for deliberation 
and legislation, entertainment, or worship; specif a morning gathenng of 
a schtxil for prayers and/or for the giving out of notices 2 cap a legislative 
body 3r an assemblage b assembling or being assembled 4 a bugle, drum, 
etc signal for troops to assemble or fall in 5 (a collection of parts 
assembled by) the fitting together of manufactured parts into a complete 
machine, structure, etc [ME assemblee, fr MF, fr OF, fr assembler] 
as'sembly .line xi 1 an arrangement of machines, equipment, and usu 
workers in which work passes through successive operations until the 
product IS assembled 2 a process for turning out a finished product in a 
mechanically efficient but often cursory manner 
'assent /a’sent/ vi to agree to sthg [ME assenten, fr OF assenter, fr L 
assentan, fr assentire, fr ad- ^ sentire to feel - more at sense] - aMentor, 
assenter n 

’assent n acquiescence, agreement 

assert /a'suht/ vt 1 to state or declare positively and often forcefully 2 
to demonstrate the existence of [L assertus, pp of asserere, fr ad- serere 
to join - more at series] - asaertor n - assert oneself to compel 
recognition of esp one’s nghts 

assertion /9'$uhsh(a)n/ n a declaration, affirmation [assert ^ -ion] 
assertive /a'suhtiv/ adj charactenzed by bold assertion, dogmatic - 
assertively adv, assertiveness n 
asses /'asiz/ pi of as or of ass 

assess /a'ses/ vr It to determine the rate or amount of (e g a tax) b to 
impose (e g a tax) according to an established rate 2 to make an official 
valuation of (property) for the purposes of taxation 3 to determine the 
importance, size, or value of [ME assessen, prob fr ML assessus, pp of 
assidere, fr L. to sit beside, assist in the office of a judge - more at assize] 

> assessable adj, asscssnent n 

assessor /a'sesa/ n 1 a specialist who advises a court 2 an official who 
assesses property for taxation 3 chiefly Br sby who investigates and values 
insurance claims 

asset /*aset/ n la pi the total property of a person, company, or 
institution; esp that part which can be used to pay debts b a smgle item 
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of property 2 an advantage, resource 3 pi the items on a balance sheet 
showing the book value of property owned [back-formation fr assets. 
sing., sufficient property to pay debts and legacies, fr AF asetz, fr OF assez 
enough, fr (assumed) VL ad satis, fr L ad to t- satis enough - more at at. 
sad] 

'aMet-.8tripping n selling the assets of a profitable enterprise in order 
to maximize short-term profits 

asseverate /a'sevarayt/ vt to affirm solemnly - fml [L asseveratus, pp 
of assevenre, fr ad- -t- severus severe] - asseveration /-‘raysh(3)n/ n. 
aaseverative /-rstiv/ adj 

assiduity /,asi'dyooh-ati/ o 1 diligence 2 solicitous or obsequious 
attention to a person 

assiduous /a'sidyoo as/ adj marked by careful unremitting attention or 
persistent application; sedulous [L assiduus, fr assidere] - assiduously 
adv, assiduousness n 

'assign /a'sien/ vt 1 to transfer (property) to another, esp in trust or for 
the benefit of creditors 2 to appoint to a post or duty 3 to fix authontat- 
ively; specify, designate [ME assignen, fr OF asstgner, fr L asstgnare, fr 
ad- + signare to mark, fr signum mark, sign] - assignability /-na'bibti/ 
a, assignable adj, assigner, assignor n 
‘assign n 1 assignee 1,2 2 sby to whom property or a right is legally 
transferred 

assignation /,asig'naysh(9)n/ n 1 the act of assigning, also the assign- 
ment made 2 a meeting, esp a secret one with a lover (returned from an 
^ with his mistress - W B Yeats) - assignational adj 
assignaa /.asie'nee/ n 1 a person to whom an assignment is made 2 a 
person appointed to act for another 3 assign 2 
assignmant /a'sienmant/ n la a position, post, or job to which one is 
assigned b a specified task or amount of work assigned by authonty 2 
(a document effecting) the legal transfer of property ['assign + 
-ment] 

assimilata /a'similayt/ vt la to take m or absorb into the system (as 
nourishment) b to absorb; esp to take into the mind and fully comprehend 
2a <0 make similar > usu + to or with b to absorb into a cultural tradition 
3 to compare, liken - usu -» to or with ^ vi to become assimilated [ML 
assimiiatus, pp of assimilare, fr L assimulare to make similar, fr ad- + 
simulare to make similar, simulate] - assimilable /-bbl/ adj, assimilative 
/•btiv/ adj, asaimilator Alayta/ n, aasimilatory /a'simibtn/ adj 
assimilation /a,simi'laysh(9)n/ n adaptation of a sound to an adjacent 
sound (e g the p in cupboard) [assimilate + -ion] * 

'assist /a'sist/ vi 1 to give support or aid 2 to be present as a spectator 
vr to give support or aid to [MF or L, MF assister to help, stand by, 
fr L assistere, fr ad- «- sistere to cause to stand; akin to L stare to stand 

- more at stand] > aaslatancc n, assistant n 

‘assist n the officially recorded action of a player who by throwing a ball 
in baseball or by passing a ball or puck in basketball, lacrosse, or ice 
hockey enables a teammate to put an opponent out or score a goal 
assize /a'siez/ n, often cap the periodical sessions of the supenor courts 
formerly held in every English county for inal of civil and cnminal cases 

- usu pi with sing, meaning [ME assise, fr OF, session, settlement, fr 
asseoir to seat, fr (assumed) VL assedere, fr L assidere to sit beside, assist 
in the ofBce of a judge, fr ad- + sedere to sit - more at sit] 

associable /a'soh*$h(y)abl, -si abl/ adj capable of being associated, 
joined, or connected in thought - associability /-abilati/ n 
'associate /a'soh.s(h)iayt/ vt 1 to join as a fnend, companion, or partner 
in business < ^ ourselves with a larger firm) 2 to bring together in any 
of vanous ways (e g in memory, thought, or imagination) ^ vi ] to come 
together as partners, friends, or companions 2 to combine or join with 
other parts; unite USE often ^ with [ME associat associated, fr L 
asaociatua, pp of associare to unite, fr ad- ^ sociare to join, fr aocius 
companion - more at social] - aaiociatory /-s(h)i-atn/ adj 
‘associate /3'sohs(h)i*at/ adj 1 closely connected (e g in function or 
office) with another 2 having secondary or subordinate status 
membership in a society} 

*assoolate /9'sohs(h)i>dt, -ayt/ n 1 a fellow worker; partner, colleague 2 
a companion, comrade 3 sthg closely connected with or usu accompany- 
ing another 4 one admitted to a subordinate degree of membership (an 
of the Royal Academy} > aaaoclateahip /'S(h)i-9t/ n 
assMiation /a.80hs(h)i'aysh(9)n/ n 1 an organization of people having 
a common interest; a society, league 2 sthg linked in memory, thought, 
or imaginatfon with a thing or person; a connotation 3 the formation of 
mental connections between sensations, ideas, memories, etc 4 the forma- 
tion of polymers by loose chemical linkage (e g through hydrogen bonds) 
5 an ecological community with usu 2 or more dominant species uni- 


formly distributed [‘associate + -ion] - associational /-s(h)i'aysh(9)nl/ 
adj 

association 'football n soccer spori 
associationism /a,.sohs(h)i'aysh3niz(9)m/ n a theory that explains 
mental life in terms of the association of ideas 
associativa /9'sohs(h)i'9tiv/ adj 1 dependent on or acquired by associ- 
ation or learning 2 operating on elements such that when the order of the 
elements is preserved the result is independent of the grouping (addition 
is since (a ^ b) + c = a ^ (b i c)} - associativcly adv, associativity 
/-s(h)i a'tivati/ n 

assonance /'asonans/ n 1 resemblance of sound in words or syllables 

2 repetition of esp only the vowel sounds (e g in stony and holy) or only 
the consonant sounds, as an alternative to rhyme [F, fr L assonare to 
answer with the same sound, fr ad- + sonare to sound - more at 'sound] 
- assonant adj or n 

as ‘soon as conj immediately at or just after the time that 
assort /a'sawt/ vt to distnbute into groups of a like kind, classify w 
to suit or match well or ill with sthg [MF assortir, fr a- (fr L ad-) ■* sorte 
sort] - assortative /-tativ/ adj, assorter n 
as'sorted adj 1 consisting of various kinds 2 suited by nature, character, 
or design, matched (an ///-assorted pair} 

as'sortmant /-mant/ n a collection of assorted things or people [assori 

♦- -MLNl] 

assuage /a'swayj/ vt to lessen the intensity of (pain, sufTenng, desire, 
etc), ease [ME aswagen, fr OF assouagier, fr (assumed) VL assuaviare, 
fr L ad- + suavis sweet - more at sweet] - assuagement n 
assume /a'syoohm/ vt la to take to or upon oneself, undertake b to 
invest oneself formally with (an office or its symbols) 2 to seize, usurp 

3 to pretend to have or be, feign 4 to lake as granted or true, suppose - 
often * that [ME assumen, fr L assumere, fr ad- i sumere to take - more 
at consume] ~ assumability /-ma'bibti/ n, assumable adj, assumably 
adv 

assumption /3'sum(p)sh(3)n/ n la the taking up of a person into 
heaven b cap August 1 S observed in commemoration of the assumption 
of the Virgin Mary 2 the act of laying claim to or taking possession of 
sthg 3a the supposition that sthg is true b a fact or statement (e g a 
proposition, axiom, or postulate) taken for granted [ME, fr LL assump- 
tion-, assumptio, fr L, taking up, fr assumprus, pp of assumere] 
assumptive / 9 'sum(p)t]v/ adj taken for granted 
assurance /a'shawrsns, -'shooa-/ // la a pledge, guarantee b chiefly Br 
(life) insurance 2a the quality or state of being sure or certain, freedom 
from doubt b confidence of mind or manner, also excessive 
self-confidence; brashness 3 sthg that inspires or tends to inspire confi- 
dence [assure + -ance] 

assure /s'shaw, -'shooa/ vt 1 to make safe, insure (esp life or safety) 2 
to give confidence to, reassure 3 to inform positively 4 to guarantee the 
happening or attainment of; ensure [ME assuren, fr MF assurer, fr ML 
assecurare, fr L ad- + securus secure] 

'as'sured adj 1 characten/ed by self-confidence (an ^ dancer} 2 
satisfied as to the certainty or truth of a matter; convinced - assuredly 
/-ndli/ adv, assuredness /-ndnis/ n 
‘assured n, pi assured, assureds an insured person 
assurer, assuror /a'shawra, a'shooara/ n a person or firm that assures, 
an insurer 

Assyrian /s'sin-an/ n 1 a member of an ancient Semitic race forming 
the Assynan nation 2 the Semitic language of the Assyrians - Assyrian 
adj 

Assyriology /9,sin'olaji/ n the study of the history, language, and 
antiquities of ancient Assyria and Babylonife - Assyriologist n, Assyrio- 
logi^ /-n-a'lojikl/ adj 

-ast /-ast/ suffix ( -* n) one practising or given to 
(iconoclast} (enthusiast} [ME, fr L -astis, fr Gk -asta, fr verbs in 
-azein] 

astarboard /a'suhbad, -,bawd/ adv on or towards the right side of a ship 
(steer the helm ~ > 

astatic /a'statik, ay-/ adj 1 not stable or steady 2 not tending to take 
a fixed or definite position or direction [^a- > static] - astatlcally adv, 
astatipisin /-ti,siz(a)m/ n 

astatine Aastateen, -tin/ n a radioactive halogen element^shnilar to 
iodine aqd formed by radioactive decay or made artificially 'ZJT peri- 
odic TABtE [Gk astatos unsteady, fr a- + statos standing, fr histanai to 
cause to stand - more at stand] 

astar /'asta/ n 1 any of various chiefiy autumn-blooming leafy-stemmed 
composite plants with often showy heads 2 a system of cytoplasmic rays 
typically arranged radially about a centrosome at either end of the mitotic 
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spindle [(1) NL. genus name, fr L., aster, fr Gk aster-, aster star, aster. 
(2) NL, fr Gk aster-, aster - more at star) 

•aster /•a(h)sta, -asta/ sufTix (n -♦ n) one who is an inferior, worthless, 
or false kind of <cnr/castcr> <poeraster> [ME, fr L. suffix denoting partial 
resemblance] 

'asterisk /'astansk/ n a sign * used as a reference mark, esp to denote 
the omission of letters or words or to show that sthg is doubtful or absent 
SYMBOL [LL asrenscus, fr Gk astemkos, lit., little star, dim of aster-, 

aster] 

^asterisk vt to mark with an astensk; star 

asterism /'astanz(a)m/ n la a constellation b a small group of stars 2 
a star-shaped figure visible in some crystals under reflected or transmitted 
light [Gk astensmos, fr astemem to arrange in constellations, fr aster-, 
aster] 

astern /a’stuhn/ adv oradj 1 behind the stem; to the rear 2 at or towards 
the stem of a ship 3 backwards <r/je captain signalled full > 
'asteroid /'astaroyd^n any of thousands of small planets mostly between 
Mars and Jupiter astronomy [Gk asteroeides starlike, fr aster-, 
as'Ter] - asteroidal /-'roydl/ adj 
’asteroid adj 1 starlike 2 of or like a starfish 
asthenia /as'theenya, -ni a/ n lack or loss of strength, debility [NL, fr 
Gk asiheneta, fr asthenes weak, fr a- > sthenas strength] 
asthenic /as'thenik/ adj of or exhibiting asthenia, weak 
asthma /'as(th)ma/ n (an allergic condition marked by attacks oO 
laboured breathing with wheezing and usu coughing, gasping, and a sense 
of constnction in the chest [ME asma, fr ML, modif of Gk asthma] - 
asthmatic /as(th)'matik/ adj or n, asthmatically adv 
as 'though rnnj as ir 

astigmatic /.asng'matik/ adj atTected with, relating to. or correcting 
astigmatism [’a- + Gk stigmat-. stigma mark - more at stigma] 

astigmatically adv 

astigmatism /a‘stigm3ti/(a)m. a-/ n a defect of an optical system (e g 
a lens or the eye) in which rays from a single point fail to meet in a focal 
point, resulting in a blurred image 

astir /a'stuh/ adj 1 in a state of bustle or excitement 2 out of bed, up 
[Sc astcer, fr ‘a- ^ steer, var of stir] 

Asti spumante /,asti spoo'manli. spyooh / n an Italian sparkling white 
wine [It, lit , sparkling Asti, fr Asti, town in Italy] 

'as to prep la with regard or reference to, about - used esp with questions 
and speculations b as for 2 by, according to (graded size and 
coloury 

astonish /a'stonish/ vt to stnke with sudden wonder or surpnse [prob 
fr earlier astony (fr ME astonen, astonien, fr OF estoner, fr assumed - 
VL extonare, fr L ex- + tonare to thunder) < -ish (as in abolish) - more 
at thunder] - astonishing adf, astonishingly adv, astonishment n 
astound /a'stownd/ vt to fill with bewilderment and wonder [prob fr 
astound (adj), fr ME astoned, fr pp of asTonen] - astounding adj, 
astoandingly adv 

astr-, astro* comb form star, heavens, outer space <astropAyAJC’s> [ME 
astro-, fr OF, fr L astr-, astro-, fr Gk. fr astron - more at star] 
astraddle /a'stradl/ adv or prep asinde 

astragal /astragl/ n a narrow half-round moulding — f archhel 
ture [L astragalus, fr Gk astragalos aiiklebone, moulding] 
astragalus /a'stragabs, a-/ n, pi astragali /-he/ a bone nearest the body 
in the tarsus of the foot a bird, mammal, etc [NL, fr Gk 
astragalos] 

astrakhan, astrachan /.astra'kahn, -'kan, -kan/ n, often cap 1 karakul 
of Russian ongin 2 a woollen fabnc with curled and looped pile 
[Astrakhan, city in USSR] 

astral /'astrol/ adj 1 (consisting) of stars 2 (consisting) of a spintual 
subsunce held in theosophy to be the matenal of which sby’s supposed 
second body is made up. that can be seen by specially gifled people [LL 
astralis, fr L astrum star, fr Gk astron - more at star] - astrally adv 
astray /a'stray/ adv oradj 1 off the nghl path or route 2 in error; away 
from a proper or desirable course or development [ME, fr MF estraie 
wandenng, fr estraier to stray - more at stray] 

'astride /a'stned/ adv with ikt legs wide apart 
’astride prep 1 on or above aind with 1 leg on each side of 2 extending 
over or across; spanning 

'astringent /3'stnnj(a)nt/ adj 1 capable of making firm the soft tissues 
of the body; styptic 2 ngidly severe; austere [prob fr MF, fr L astnngent-, 
astringens, prp of astringere to bind fast, fr ad- f stnngere to bind tight 
- more at 'strain] - aatringency n, astringently adv 
’astringent n an astnngent substance 
astro- - see asir- 


astrolabe /'astra.iayb/ n an instrument used, before the invention of the 
sextant, to observe the position of celestial bodies [ME, fr MF & ML; MF, 
fr ML astrolabium, fr LGk astrolahion, dim of Gk astrolabes, fr astr- + 
lambanein to take - more at latch] 

astrology /a'strobji/ n the art or practice of determining the supposed 
influences of the planets on human affairs [ME astrologie, fr MF, fr L 
astrologia, fr Gk, fr astr- f -logia -logy] - astrologer /a'strobja/ n, 
astrological /.astra'lojikl/ adj, astrologically adv 
astronaut /'astr3,nawt/ n sby who travels beyond the earth’s atmos- 
phere [astr- + -naut (as in aeronaut)] 

astronautics /^stra'nawtiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the science 
of the construction and operation of vehicles for travel in space - 
astronautic, astronautical adj, astronautically adv 
astronomer /a'stronama/ n sby who is skilled in or practises astron- 
omy 

astronomical /.astro'nomikl/, astronomic /-'nomik/ adj enormously or 
inconceivably large - infml [astronomy + -ical] - astrooomiciuiy 
adv 

,a8tro.nomical 'unit n a unit of length used in astronomy, equal to the 
mean distance of the earth from the sun or about 149,6(X).000km (about 
93 million mi) ^3^ physic-s, unit 

astronomy /a'stronami/ n a branch of science dealing with the celestial 
bodies [ME astronomic, fr OF. fr L astronomia, fr Gk, fr astr- + 
-nomia -nomy] 

astrophysics /.astroh'fiziks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a branch of 
astronomy dealing with the physical and chemical constitution of the 
celestial txxlics [ISV] - astrophyiical adj, astrophysicist n 
Astroturf /'astr3,tuhf/ trademark - used for an amficial grasslike 
surface that is used for lawns and sports fields 
astute /a'styooht, a'schooht/ adj shrewdly perspicacious [L astutus, fr 
asms craft] - astutely adv, astuteness n 

asunder /a'sunda/ adv or adj 1 into parts <rom '-> ) 2 apart from each 
other in position (wide ^ > 
as ‘yet adv up to this or that time 

asylum /a'siebm/ n I a place of refuge for cnminals, debtors, etc; a 
sanctuary 2 a place of retreat and secunty, a shelter 3a the protection 
from the law or refuge afforded by an asylum b protection from arrest 
and extradition given by a nation to political refugees 4 an institution for 
the care of the destitute or afflicted, esp the insane [ME, fr L, fr Gk 
asylon, neut of asylos inviolable, fr a- sylon nght of seizure] 
asymmetric /aysi'metnk/ , asymmetric^ /-kl/ adj 1 not symmetneal 
2 of an atom or group bonded to several different atoms or groups [Gk 
asymmetna lack of proportion, fr asymmetros ill-proportioned, fr *a- + 
symmetros symmetneal - more at symmetry] - asymmetrically adv, 
asymmetry /.ay'simatn/ n 

.asym.metric 'bars n pi but sing or pi in constr (a women’s gymnastics 
event using) a pair of wooden bars supported honzontally one 1 Sm (about 
Sfl) and the other 2 3m (about 7ft 6in) above the floor, usu with a common 
base 

asymptomatic /.aysimpu'matik/ adj presenting no symptoms of dis- 
ease - asymptomatically adv 

asymptote /'asimtoht/ n a straight line ^t is approached more and 
more closely by a curve but not met by it mathematics [prob fr 
(assumed) NL asymptotus, fr Gk asymptotes, fr asymptotes not meeting, 
fr 'a- + sympiptein to meet - more at symptom] - asymptotic /-'totik/ 
adj, asymptotically adv 

asynchrony /ay'singkram/, asynchroaism /-,niz(9)m/ n an absence or 
lack of concurrence in time ['a- + synchrony] - asyschroiious /-kranas/ 
adj, asynchronously adv 

'at /at, strong at/ prep 1 - used to indicate presence or occurrence tn, on, 
or near a place imagined as a point a /lore/) (skk ^ hearty, compare 
IN la(3) 2 - used to indicate the goal or direction of an action or motion 
(aim ^ the target^, compare to I 3a - used to indicate occupation or 
employment the controls"^ (^ tea} b when it comes to (an occupa- 
tion or employment) (an expert ^ chess) 4 - used to indicate situation 
or condition <- liberty'X'^ nsky S m response Xo (laugh ^ his jokes'} 
6 - used to indicate position on a scale (e g of cost, speed, or age) (--90 
mph) 7 - used to indicate position in time 3 o'clock} weekends} 
8 from a distance of (shot him - 30 paces} [ME, fr OE arf; akin to OHG 
ar at. L ad] - at a as a result of only 1; by or during only 1 (drank it at 
a gulp} (reduce prices at a stroke} (2 at a time} - at it doing it; esp busy 
(been hard at it all day} - at that 1 at that point and no further (lei it 
go at that) 2 which makes it more surprising; in addition (she says sack 
him, and maybe J^ll at that) 

’at /aht/ n, pi at 3^ Laos at nationality [Siamese] 
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Scale of space 

Outside the solar system, the 
kilometre is too small a unit for 
distance measurement - even the 
nearest star is 40 million million km 
away. Astronomers instead use units 
based on the time it takes light to 
travel the distance Earth -Moon is 
thus a distance of 1 1 light-seconds; 
Sun-Earth light-minutes. Star and 
galaxy distances are measured in light- 
years: one light-year is 9 5 million 
million km. 

•light from this galaxy was setting out 
when the Earth and solar system were 
being born 


; 


t 


Light travels at 300,000 km/sec 


Sun to Earth 
8^ minutes 


once round Earth 
) second 



Earth to Moon \ 
1 i seconds 



V 

\ 

\ 



Sun to Pluto I * 

51 hours I ! 

I ^ 

I i 
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Planets 

The Earth is one of nine planets 
orbiting the Sun. The four planets 
nearest the Sun are relatively small 
and rocky, like the Earth. The outer 
planets are huge globes of compressed 
gases - chiefly hydrogen, helium, 
methane, and ammonia. The 
outermost planet, Pluto, is a small 
solid icy world. Saturn's rings consist 
of billions of small ice blocks only a 
metre across, independently orbiting 
the planet; Jupiter and Uranus have 
rings too faint to be seen from Earth. 


planet 

diameter 
relative 
to earth 

mean 
distance 
from Sun 
(million km) 

Mercury 

0 4 

58 

Venus 

0.96 

108 

Earth 

1 

149 

Mars 

0 5 

228 

Jupiter 

11.2 

778 

Saturn 

9.5 

1430 

Uranus 

3 9 

2870 

Neptune 

3.5 

4500 

Pluto 

0 3 

5910 


number of 

satellites period of period of 

(moons) revolution rotation 



88 days 

59 days 


225 days 

243 days 

1 

365 days 

24 hrs 

2 

687 days 

24i hrs 

15 

11.9yrs 

10 hrs 

21 

29.5 yrs 

lOi hrs 

5 

84 yrs 

^ 1 6 hrs 

2 

1 64.8 yrs 

1 8 hrs 

1 

247.7 yrs 

6i days 


Comets 

A comet is a block of ice and dust 
about 10 km in diameter, following a 
very elongated orbit As it approaches 
the Sun, the ice evaporates and can 
grow into a spectacular tail. 

period of closest farthest 
revolution approach point 
about Sun to Sun from Sun 
name (years) (millions of kilometres) 


Encke 

3 3 51 

610 

Halley 

76 

88 

5,300 

Ikeya-Seki 

?5 000 

1 

25,000 

Kohoutok 

/b.UOO 

21 

500,000 



I I 

Proxima Centauri Betelgeuso Andromeda galaxy nearest quasar most distant galaxy most distant quasar 

4i years 6b0 years 2,200.000 years 3C 273 5,000,000,000 OQ172 

200,000,000 years years* 10,000,000.000 

years 
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at- - see ai> 

at 'all adv to the least extent or degree, under any circumstances <m>r 
/ar) ^very seldom if - not at all - used in answer to thanks or to an 
apology 

ataractic /.ata'raktik/ n a tranquillizer [Gk atanktos calm, fr a- * 
tansseui to disturb] - ataractic adj 

ataraxic /.ata'raksik/ n an ataractic [Gk ataraxia calmness, fr a* + 
rarassefo] - ataraxic adj 

atavism /'ataviz(3)m/ n (an individual or character showing) recurrence 
in (the parts oO an organism of a form typical of ancestors more remote 
than the parents [F atavisme, fr L atavus ancestor] - atavist /-vist/ n. 
atavistic /-'vistik/ adj, atavistically adv 

ataxia /a'taksi-a/ n 1 lack of order, confusion 2 an inability to coordinate 
voluntary muscular movements that is symptomatic of some nervous 
disorders (Gk. fr ^a- + tassein to put in order - more at tactics] - ataxic 
/a'taksik/ adj 
ata /et, ayt/ past of eat 

'-ata /-9t, -ayt/ suffix (-* n) 1 product of (a specified process) 
<dfsti/bte> <coii(/cfisate> <iJir//ate> 2 chemical compound or complex 
anion derived from (a specified compound or element) 
<pAeao/ate> </ernite>; esp salt or ester of (a specified acid with a name 
ending in -ic and not beginning with hydro-) (^sulpbaitj [ME -at, fr OF, 
fr X -atus, -atom, tnasc k neut of -afus. pp ending, (2) NL -atum, 
frLJ 

^ta suffix ( -* a) 1 office, Ainction, or rank of <cofisulate> <docronite> 2 
individual or group of people holding (a specified office or rank) or having 
(a specified function) ^dectonte) <caAd/date> [ME -at, fr OF, fr L -atus, 
fr -atus, pp ending] 

*-ata, -ated suffix (-* adj) 1 being in or brought to (a specified state) 
(passionate) (inanimate) 2 marked by having (craniate) (JocuJated) 3 
resembling; having the shape of (pinnate) (foliate) [ME -at. fr L -atus, 
fr pp ending of 1st conjugation vertis, fr -a-, stem vowel of Ist conjugation 
+ -tus, pp suffix - more at '-ed] 

^-ata suffix (-» v6) 1 act (in a specified way) (jyontificate) (remonstrate) 
2 act (in a specified way) upon (insulate) (assassinate) 3 cause to 
become; cause to be modified or affected by (activate) (pollinate) 4 
provide with (substantiate) (aerate) (ME -aten, fr L -atus, pp ending] 
ataliar /a'teliay, 'atalyay/ n an artist’s or designer’s studio or 
workroom [F] 

a tampo / 3 h 'tempoh/ adv or adj in the original time - used in music 

(in 

Athabascan, Athabaskan /,ath9'baskan/ n (an) Athapaskan 
Atha’nasian .Craad /,atha'nayzh(3)n, -sh(9)n/ n a Christian creed 
originating in Europe about ad AOO and relating esp to the Tnnity and 
Incarnation [St Athanasius t373 Gk patriarch & theologian] 
Athapaskan, Athapascan /,ath9'pask3n/ n 1 a language stock of the 
Na-dene group of N America language 2 a member of a people 
speaking an Athapaskan language [Cree Athap-askaw, an Athapaskan 
people, lit., grass or reeds here and there] 

athafam /'aythi-iz(9)m/ n the belief or doctrine that there is no deity 
[MF athdsme, fr athee atheist, fr Gk atheos godless, fr a- + theos god] 
- atheist Aythi-ist/ n, atheistic A'istik/, atheistical adj, atheisticaily 
adv 

athcllng Athaling/ n an Anglo-Saxon prince or nobleman [ME, fr OE 
setbeUng, fr astbeJu nobility; akin to OHG adal nobility] 
athanaaum, athenemn Atha'nee-am, atheeni-am/ n 1 a literary or 
scientific association 2 a building or room in which books, periodicals, 
and newspapers are kept for use [L Athenaeum, a school in ancient Rome 
for the study of arts, fr Gk Athenaion, a temple of Athene, fr Athene, 
goddess of wisdom] 

Athnninn /a'theenyan, -ni-an/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Athens 
[Athens, city in Greece, fr L Athenae, fr Gk Alhenat) 
atheroma /,atha'rohma/ n fatty degeneration of the inner lining of the 
arteries [NL atheromat-, atheroma, fr L, a tumour containing matter like 
gruel, fr Gk atheroma, fr atbcra gruel] - atheromatosis /-.rohma'tohsis/ 
A, atheromatoos /-'rohmatas/ adj 

atheroacleroaia /,atharohskla'rohsis/ n arteriosclerosis with the depo- 
sition of fatty substances in and fibrosis of the inner layer of the artenes 
(NL, fr atbaoina + sclerosis] - atherosclerotic /-skia'rotik/ adj, athero- 
acierotically n 

athlete /athicet/ n sby who is trained in, skilled in, or takes part in 
exercises, sports, etc that require physical strength, agility, or stamina 
[ME, frLathJeta, frOk athletes, fr athlein to contend for a prize, frathlon 
prize, contest] 

Aithlate'e 'foat n ringworm of the feet 


athletic /ath'letik/ adj 1 of athletes or athletics 2 characteristic of an 
athlete; esp vigorous, active - athletically adv, athleticism 
/-ti.siz(3)m/ n 

ath'letics n pi but sing or pi in constr, Br competitive walking, running, 
throwing, and jumping sports collectively 
ath.latic sup'port n a jockstrap 
at 'home n a reception given at one’s home 

-athon /-athan, -athon/ comb form ( - n) contest of endurance (talka- 
thon) [marathon] 

'athwart /a'thwawt/ adv 1 across, esp in an oblique direction 2 in 
opposition to the nght or expected course [ME, fr 'a- + thwart] 
^athwart prep 1 across 2 m opposition to 

-ation /-'ay$h(a)n/ suffix {vb - n) 1 action or process of 
</7//ration> (computation) 2 result or product of (a specified action or 
process) (alteration) (plantation) 3 state or condition of 

<e7ation> (agitation) [ME -acioun, fr OF -ation, fr L -ation-, -ath, fr 
-atus -ate + -ion-, -lo -ion] 

-ative /-ativ/ suffix (vb, n adj) 1 of, relating to, or connected with 
(authontaiive) 2 tending to; disposed to (talkative) (laxative) [ME, fr 
MF -atif, fr L -ativus, fr -atus + -ivus -ive] 

Atlantic /at'lantik/ adj of or found near the Atlantic ocean [L Atlan- 
ticus, fr Gk Atlantikos, fr Atlantis Atlantic Ocean, fr Atlant-, Atlas] 
atiaa /atlas/ n 1 cap one who bears a heavy burden 2 a bound collection 
of maps, charts, or tables 3 the first vertebra of the neck [L Atlant-, 
Atlas, fr Gk. mythological giant holding up the heavens. (2) fr title of 
book of maps by Gerhardus Mercator tl594 Flemish cartographer] 
atman /atman/ n, often cap 1 the innermost essence of each individual 
according to Hinduism 2 the supreme universal self according to Hindu- 
ism; BRAHMAN lb [Skt atman, lit , breath, soul, akin to OHG atum 
breath] 

atmoaphere /'atmasfia/ n 1 a mass of gas enveloping a celestial body 
(e g a planet), esp all the air surrounding the earth 2 the air of a locality 
3 a surrounding influence or environment 4 a unit of pressure chosen to 
be a typical pressure of the air at sea level and equal to 101,32SN/m' 
(about 14 Tlb/in’) - ^ unit 5 a dominant aesthetic or emotional effect 
or appeal [NL atmosphaera, fr Gk atmos vapour « L sphaera sphere] - 
atmosphered adj 

atmospheric /.atma'sfenk/ adj 1 of, occemng in, or like the atmos- 
phere 2 having, marked by, or contributing aesthetic or emotional 
atmosphere music) - atmospherically adv 
.atmo'epherict n pi (the electrical phenomena causing) audible disturb- 
ances produced in a radio receiver by electneal atmospheric phenomena 
(c g lightning) 

atoll /atol, a'tol/ n a coral reef surrounding a lagoon [atolu, native name 
in the Maldive islands] 

atom /'atam/ n 1 any of the minute indivisible particles of which 
according to ancient materialism the universe is composed 2 a tiny 
particle, a bit (not an ^ of truth in it) 3 the smallest particle of an 
element that can exist either alone or in combination, consisting of various 
numbers of electrons, protons, and neutrons 4 nuclear power [ME, fr L 
atomus, fr Gk atomos, fr atomos indivisible, fr 'a- + temnein to cut > more 
at tome] 

'atom .bomb n 1 a bomb whose violent explosive power is due to the 
sudden release of atomic energy derived from the splitting of the nuclei 
of plutonium, uranium, etc by neutrons in t very rapid chain reaction 2 
HYDROGEN BOMB - atom-bomb vt 

atomic /a'tomik/ adj 1 of or concerned krith atoms, atom bombs, or 
atomic energy 2 of a chemical element existing as separate atoms - 
atomically adv 

atomic bomb n atom bomb 

atomic clock n a precision clock that is regulated by the natural 
vibration frequencies of an atomic system ^ 

atomic energy n energy liberated in an atem bomb, nuclear reactor, etc 
by changes in the nucleus of an atom energy 
atomicity /ata'misati/ n the number of atoms in the molecule of a 
(gaseous) element [atomic + -ity] 

atortkic mate n the mass of an atom uau expressed in atomic mass 
units 

atomic mats unit n a unit of mass used in atomic and nuclear physics 
equal to y,i of the atomic mass of the most abundantly occurring isotope 
of carbori 

atomic numbar n the number of protons in the nucleus of an atom 
which is characteristic of a chemical clement and determines its place in 
the periodic uble 
atomic pile n reactor 2 
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atomic theory n the theory that all matenal substanceti are composed 
of atoms of a relatively small number of types and all the atoms of the 
same type are identical 

atomic weight n the ratio of the average mass of an atom of an element 
to the mass of an atom of the most abundantly occurring iv^tope of 
carbon 

atomism /'aumiz(3)m/ n a doctrine that the universe is composed of 
simple indivisible minute particles atomist n 
atomistic /ata'mistik/ adj 1 of atoms or atomism 2 composed of many 
simple elements; also divided into unconnected or antagonistic fragments 
<an ^ society} - atomistically adv 

atom ize, -ise /'atamiez/ vt to reduce to minute particles or to a fine 
spray - atomization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

atomizer /'atsmiez;)/ n an instrument for atomizing usu a perfume or 
disinfectant 

atonal /a'tohnl, ay-/ adj organized without reference to a musical key 
and using the notes of the chromatic scale impartially [’a- ^ tonal] - 
atonaliam n, atonalist n, atonally adv, atonalistic /a.tohna'Iistik, ay-/ adj, 
Btonality n /.atoh'nabti. ,ay-/ 

atone /a'tohn/ vi to supply satisfaction for, m ake amends for (the atoning 
death of Chnsf) [ME atonen to become reconciled, fr at on in harmony, 
fr at ♦ on one] 

a'tonement /-mant/ n 1 often cap the expiation of mankind's onginal 
sm through the death of Christ 2 reparation for an offence or injury, 
satisfaction [atonf ^ -ment] 

atonic /a'tonik, a-/ adj 1 charactenzed by atony 2 not accented - 
atonicity /.ato'msati, ,ay-/ n 

atony /atan'V n lack, esp by a contractile organ, of physiological tone 
[LL atoniaf fr Ck. fi atonos without tone, fr a- f tonos tone] 
atopy /'atapi/ n a prob hereditary tendency to asthma, hay fever, 
urticana, and other allergies [Ok atopia uncommonness, fr atopos out of 
the way, uncommon, fr a- ♦ topos place] - atopic /ay'topik/ adj 
-a tor /-ayla/ suffn ( ^ n) '-or (commentator} [ME -atom, fr OF & L, 
OF, fr L -ator, fr -atus -ate i -or] 

ATP n a denvative of adenine that is reversibly converted, esp to ADP, 
with the release of the cellular energy required for many metabolic 
reactions [adenosine rnphosphate] 

atresia /a'treezya, -zh(y)3/ n absence or closure of a natural body passage 
(c g the anus) [NL, fr ^a- f Gk tresis perforation, fr tetrainein to pierce 

- more at niROw] 

atrium /'atn-am, 'ay-/ n, pi atria /'atn-a, 'ay-/ also atriums 1 an inner 
courtyard open to the sky (e g in a Roman house) 2 an anatomical cavity 
or passage, specif a chamber of the heart that receives blood from the veins 
and forces it into a ventncle or ventricles — ^ anatomy [(1) L, (2) NL, 
fr L] - atrial adj 

atrocious /a'trohsh;)s/ adj 1 extremely wicked, brutal, or cruel, barbanc 
2 of very poor quality ('^ handwnting} [L arroc-, atrox gloomy, 
atrocious, fr atr-, ater black -oc-, ~ox (akin to Gk ops eye) - more at 
eye] - atrociously adv, atrociousness n 
atrocity /a'trosati/ n 1 being atrocious 2 an atrocious act, object, or 
situation 

'atrophy /'atrafi/ n 1 (sometimes natural) decrease m size or wasting 
away of a body part or tissue 2 a wasting away or progressive decline, 
degeneration [LL atrophia, fr Gk, fr atrophos ill fed, fr a- + trephein to 
nounsh; akin to Gk thrombos clot, curd] - atrophic /a'trofik/ adj 
’atrophy vb to (cause to) undergo atrophy 

atropine /'atrapeen, -pin/ n an alkaloid found in deadly nightshade and 
used in medicine to inhibit the parasympathetic nervous svstem [G 
atropin, fr NL Atropa, genus name of belladonna, fr Gk one of 

the 3 mythical Fates] 

attaboy /'ata,boy/ inteij, chiefly NAm - used to encourage, or express 
admiration [alter, of that's the boy] 

attach /a'tach/ vt 1 to seize by legal authority 2 to bring (onesclO into 
an association 3 to appoint to serve with an organization for special duties 
or for a temporary penod 4 to fasten 5 to asenbe, attnbute — vi to 
become attached; stick USE often + fo [ME attachen, fr MF attacher, 
fr OF estachier, fr estache stake, of Gmc origin, akin to OE staca stake] 

- attachable adj 

attach^ /a'tashay/ n a technical expert on a diplomatic staff [F. pp of 
attacher] 

attach^ ,caae n a small thin case used esp for carrying papers 
attached adj feeling affection or liking 

attachment /-mant/ n 1 a seizure by legal process 2a fidelity - often 
4 to to a cause} b an affectionate regard 3 a device attached to a 


machine or implement 4 the physical connection by which one thing is 
attached to another [aitach *■ -meni] 

'attack /a'tak/ vt 1 to set upon forcefully in order to damage, injure, or 
destroy 2 to take the initiative against in a game or contest 3 to assail 
with unfncndly or bitter words 4 to begin to affect or to act on injunously 
5 to set to work on, esp vigorously vi to make an attack [MF attaquer, 
fr (assumed) Olt estaccare to attach, fr stacca stake, of Gmc origin; akin 
to OE staca] - attacker n 

’attack n 1 the act of attacking, an assault 2 a belligerent or antagonistic 
action or verbal assault ~ often ^ on 3 the beginning of destructive action 
(e g by a chemical agent) 4 the setting to work on som£ undertaking S 
a fit of sickness or (lecurrent) disease 6a an attempt to score or to gain 
ground in a game b sing or pi in constr the attacking players in a team 
or the positions occupied by them, specif the bowlers in a cncket team 
(the Yorkshire ^ gave nothing away} 7 the act or manner of beginning 
a musical tone or phrase (a sharp ^ ) 

attain /a'tayn/ vt to reach as an end, achieve vi to come or arrive by 
motion, growth, or effort - ^ to [ME atteynen, fr OF ataindre, fr 
(assumed) VL attangere, fr L attingere, fr ad- + tangere to touch - more 
at ianulnt] - attainable adj, attainableness, attainability 
/a.tayna'bibti/ n 

attainder /a'taynda/ n a penalty enforced until 1870 by which sby 
sentenced to death or outlawry forfeited his/her property and civil nghls 
[ME attaynder, fr MF ataindre to accuse, attain] 
attainment /a'taynmant/ n sthg attained, an accomplishment [attain 
+ -meni] 

attar /ata/ n a fragrant essential oil (eg from rose petals), also a 
fragrance [Per 'atir perfumed, fr Ar, fr 'itr perfume] 

'attempt /a'tempt/ vt to make an effort to do, accomplish, solve, or effect, 
esp without success [L attemptare, fr ad- temptare to touch, try - more 
at tempt] - attemptable adj 

’attempt n 1 the act or an instance of attempting, esp an unsuccessful 
effort 2 an attack, assault - often ^ on 

attend /a’tcnd/ vt I to take charge of; l(x>k ai-ter 2 to go or stay with 
as a companion, nurse, or servant 3 to be present with, accompany, escort 
4 to be present at ^ vi la to apply oneself /o your work} b to deal 
with 2 to apply the mind or pay attention, heed USE - often + to [ME 
attenden, fr OF atendre, fr L attendere, lit , to stretch to, fr ad- + tendere 
to stretch - more at thin] - attender n 
attendance /a'tend(3)ns/ n 1 the number of people attending 2 the 
number of times a person attends, usu out of a possible maximum 
[<iniND + -ancl] 

attendance .centre n a centre at which a young offender is obliged 
to aui-nd regularly instead of going to pnson 
'attendant /3'tend(a)nt/ adj accompanying or following as a conse- 
quence 

’attendant n one who attends another to perform a service, esp an 
employee who waits on customers (a car park ^ } 
attention /3'tensh(3)n/ n 1 attending, esp through application of the 
mind to an object of sense or thought 2 consideration with a view to 
action 3a an act of civility or courtesy, esp in courtship - usu pi b 
sympathetic consideration of the needs and wants of others 4 a formal 
position of readiness assumed by a soldier - usu as a command [ME 
attencioun, fr L attention-, attentio, fr attentus, pp of attendere] - 
attentional adj 

attention .span n the length of time dunng which an mdividuai is able 
to concentrate 

attentive /a'tentiv/ adj 1 mindful, observant 2 solicitous 3 paying 
attentions (as lO m the role of a suitor - atteatively adv, atteative- 
ness n 

'attenuate /o'tenyooayt/ vt 1 to make thin 2 to lessen the amount, force, 
or value of, weaken 3 to reduce the seventy, virulence, or vitality of vi 
to become thin or Tine, diminish [L attenuatus, pp of attenuate to make 
thin, fr ad- + tenuis thin - more at thin] - atteauatioB 
/9.tenyoo'aysh(3)n/ n 

’attenuate adj tapenng gradually (an ^ leaf } plant 
attenuator /d'tenyoo,ayta/ n a device for attenuatmg, esp one for 
reducing the amplitude of an electneal signal 
attest /a'test/ vr la to affirm to be true b to authenticate esp officially 
2 to be proof of; bear witness to 3 to put on oath ^ vi to bear witness, 
testify - often r to [MF attester, fr L attestari, fr ad- + testis witness - 
more at testament] - attester n, attestation /,ate'staysh(a)n/ a 
attic /'atik/ n a room or space immediately below the roof of a building 
[F attKjue low storey or wall above an entablature, fr atiique of Attica, 
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fr L Atticusi fr the use of this feature in the Attic order of architec- 
ture] 

'Attic Kfj (charactenstic) of Attica or Athens [L Atticus, fr Gk Attikos, 
fr AWke Attica, state of anaent Greece] 

*Attic a a Greek dialect of ancient Attica which became the literary 
language of the Greek-speaking world 
'attire /a'tie>a/ vt to put garments on; dress, array; esp to clothe in fancy 
or rich garments [ME attiren, fr OF aimer, fr a- (fr L ad-) ^ tire order, 
rank, of Gmc origin; akin to OE tir glory, akin to L deus god - more at 
deity] 

Nittire n dress, clothes; esp splendid or decorative clothing 
attitude /'atityoohd/ n 1 the arrangement of the parts of a body or 
figure; a posture 2 a feeling, emotion, or mental position with regard to 
a fact or state 3 a manner assumed for a specific purpose 4 a ballet 
position in which one leg is raised at the back and bent at the knee 5 the 
position of an aircraft or spacecraft relative to a particular point of 
reference (e g the horizon) [F, fr It attUudine, fr attitudiac aptitude, fr 
LL aptitudiB-, aptitude fitness, fr L aptus fit - more at api] - attitudinal 
A'tyoohdinl/ adj 

attitudin'ize, -iac / 4 ti‘tyoohdiniez/ vi to assume an affected mental 
atutude; pose 

comb form one million million millionth (10 “) part of (attogram) 
PHYSICS [ISV, fr Dan or Norw atten eighteen, fr ON attjan; akin 
to OE eahtatiene eighteen] 

attorney /a'tuhm/ n 1 sby with legal authonty to act for another 2 
NAm a lawyer [ME attoumey, fr MF atome, pp of atomer to agree to 
become tenant to a new owner of the same property, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) 
-f tmuer to turn] - attorneyship /-.ship/ n 
attorney 'ganaral n, pi attorneys general, attorney generals often cap 
AAG the chief legal officer of a nation or state 
attract /a'trakt/ vt to cause to approach or adhere, e g a to pull to or 
towards oneself or itself <a magnet ^ s iron) b to draw by appeal to 
interest, emotion, or aesthetic sense attention) to possess or 
eaercise the power of attractmg sthg or sby (^opposites > [ME attracten, 
fir L attractus, pp of attrahere, fr ad- + trahere to draw > more at draw] 
- attractable a^', attractor a, attractive adj, attractively adv, attractive- 
ness n 

attractant /a'trakt(9)nt/ n or adj (a pheromone or other substance) that 
attracts sthg, esp insects 

attraction /a*traksh(a)n/ n 1 a charactenstic that elicits interest or^ 
admiration - usu pi 2 the action or power of drawing fonh a response 
(e g interest or affection); an attractive quality 3 a force between unlike 
electric charges, unlike magnetic poles, etc, resisting separation 4 sthg 
that attracts or is intended to attract people by appealing to their desires 
and tastes [attract + -ion] 

'attribute /atribyooht/ n 1 an inherent charactenstic 2 an object closely 
associated with a usu specified person, thing, or office 3 a subordinate 
word or phrase that grammatically limits the meaning of another; esp an 
adjective [ME, fr L attributus, pp of attribuere to attribute, fr ad- *■ 
tribuere to bestow > more at tribute] 

^attribute /a'tribyooht/ vt to reckon as onginating in an indicated fashion 
-usu 4- to - attributable a((f,attributeri], attribution /,atri'byoohsh(a)n/ 
tt - attribute to 1 to explain by indicating as a cause 2 to regard as a 
characteristic of (a person or thing) 

attributiva /a'tribyootiv/ adj 1 relating to or of the nature of an 
attribute 2 directly preceding a modified noun (e g city in city streets) - 
compare predicative - attributive n, attributively adv 
attrition /a'trish(a)n/ a 1 sorrow for one's sms arising from fkar of 
punishment - compare contrition 2 the act of rubbing together; 
friction; also the act of wearing or grinding down by fnction 3 the act 
of weakening or exhausting by constant harassment or abuse (war of 
[L attrition-, attritio, fr attritus, pp of atterere to rub against, fr ad- + 
terere to rub - more at throw; (1) ME attricioun, fr (assumed) ML 
attritha-, attritio, fr L] - attritional adj 

attuna /a'tyoohn/ vt to bring into harmony; tune - attunement n 
atypical /Aytipikl/ adj not typical, irregular - atypically adv, atypical- 
ity /ayitipilcabti/ n 

aubada /'ob.bahd/ n a love song or poem assoaated with morning [F, 
fr (assumed) OProv aubada, fr OProv alba, auba dawn, fr (assumed) VL 
alba, fr L, fern of albus white] 

aubargina /'ohbazheen, -jeen/ 1 (the edible usu smooth dark purple 
ovoid firuh oO the eg^lant 2 a deep reddish purple colour [F, fr Catal 
albergfaia, fk At al-badhinjan the eggplant, fr al the + badhiajan eggplant, 
fir Per badiagan] 

aubriatla /uwireesha/ n any of various trailing spring-flowering rock 


plants of the mustard family [NL, genus name, fr Claude Aubnet tl742 
F painter of flowers A animals] 

auburn /’awban/ adj or n (oO a reddish brown colour [adj ME aubome 
blond, fr MF. fr ML albumus whitish, fr L albus; n fr adj] 
au courant /.oh kooh'ronh {Fr o kuru)/ adj 1 fully informed, up-to-date 
2 fully familiar; conversant [F. lit , in the current] 

'auction /'awksh(3)n/ n 1 a public sale of property to the highest bidder 

- compare priva te i reaty 2 the act or process of bidding in some card 
games [L auction-, auctio, lit., increase, fr auctus, pp of augere to increase 

- more at eke oin] 

^auction vt to sell at an auction - often + o/r<^ed off the silver) 
auction bridge n a form of bndge diflenng from contract bridge in that 
tncks made in excess of the contract are scored towards game 
auctioneer /,awksh(3)n'ia/ n an agent who sells goods at an auction - 
auctioneer vt 

audacious /aw'dayshas/ adj la intrepidly danng; adventurous b reck- 
lessly bold; rash 2 insolent [MF audacieux, fr audace boldness, fr L 
audacia, fr audac-, audax bold, fr audd-e to dare, fr avidus eager - more 
at avid] - audaciously adv, audaciousness n, audacity /aw'dasati/ n 
audible /'awdabl/ adj heard or capable of being heard [LL audibilis, fr 
L audire to hear; akin to Gk aisthanesthai to perceive, Skt avis evidently] 

- audibly adv, audibility /.awda'bilati/ n 

audience /'awdi-ans/ n la a formal heanng or interview (an with the 
pope) b an opportumty of being heard (the court refused him > 2 sing 
or pi in constr a group of listeners or spectators [ME, fr MF, fr L 
audientia, fr audient-, audiens, prp of audire] 

'audio /awdioh/ adj 1 of or being acoustic, mechanical, or electrical 
frequencies corresponding to those of audible sound waves, approx 20 to 
20.000Hz 2a of sound or its reproduction, esp high-fidelity reproduction 
b relating to or used in the transmission or reception of sound - compare 
VIDEO [audio-] 

^audio n the transmission, reception, or reproduction of sound 
audio- comb form 1 heanng (audiometer) 2 sound (audiophile) 3 
auditory and (audiovisual) [L audire to hear] 
audioiogy /.awdi'obji/ n the biology of hearing - audiologist n, audio- 
logical /.awdi-a'lojikl/ adj 

audiometer /.awdi'ornita/ n an instrument fixr measuring the sharpness 
of heanng - audiometry /-tn/ n, audiometric /.awdioh'metnk/ adj 
audiophile /’awdioh.fiel/ n sby with a keen interest in the reproduction 
of sounds, esp music from high-fidelity broadcasts or recordings 
audiovisual /,awdiohViz(h)yoo3l/ adj of (teaching methods using) both 
heanng and sight 

'audit /'awdit/ n (the final report on) a formal or official examination and 
venfication of an account book [ME, fr L auditus act of heanng, fr 
auditus, pp] 

^audit vt to perform an audit on - auditable adj 
'audition /aw'dish(a)n/ n 1 the power or sense of heanng 2 the act of 
heanng, esp a cntical heanng 3 a tnal performance to appraise an 
entertainer’s abilities [MF or L; MF, fr L audition-, auditio, fr auditus, 
pp of audire to hear] 

’audition vt to test (e g for a part) in an audition ^ vt to give a trial 
performance - usu ♦ for 
auditive /'awditiv/ adj auditory 

auditor /'awdita/ n 1 one who hears or listens, esp a member of an 
audience 2 one authorized to perform an audit 
auditorium /.awdi'tawri-am/ n, pi auditoHa /-ri-a/, auditoriums the 
part of a public building where an audiencd sits [L, fr auditus, pp] 
auditory /'awdit(a)ri/ adj of or expenenced through hearing [LL audi- 
tonus, fr L auditus, pp] 

au fait /.oh 'fay/ adj 1 fully competent; 'capable 2 fully informed; 
familiar with [F, lit , to the point] 

auf Wiedersehen /,owf 'veedazayn (Ger 4uf viidazexan)/ intetj - used 
to express farewell [G. lit., till seeing again} 

Augean stable /aw'jee-an/ n a very filthy 0r corrupt condition or place 

- usu pi with sing meaning [Augean fr L Atligeas, legendary King of Elis 
in Greece, fr Gk Augeias; fr the legend that his stable was uncleaned for 
30 years until Hercules cleaned it] 

auger /'awga/ n la tool for bonng holes m wood consisting of a shank 
with a central tapered screw and a pair of cutting lips with projecting 
spurs that cut the edge of the hole - compare gimlet 2 any of various 
instruments or devices shaped like an auger [ME, alter (by incorrect 
division of a nauger) of nauger, fr OE nafogar, akin to OHG nabuger 
auger; both fr a prehistoric WGmc-NGmc compound whose constituents 
are represented by OE nafu nave A gar spear] 
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'aught /awt/ pro/i 1 all </br ^ I care) 2 arc^a;c anything [ME, frOB 
awtht, fr a ever f wiht creature, thing - more at ’aye] 

'aught n a /xro, cipher [alter, (by incorrect division of a naught) of 
naught] 

'augment /awg'ment/ vi to become greater, increa.se ^ v/ 1 to make 
greater, more numerous, larger, or more intense 2 to add an augment to 
[ME augmenten, fr MF augmenter, fr LL augmentare, fr augmentum 
increase, fr augcre to increase - more at ckc out] - augmcotable adj, 
augmenter, augmentor /i, augmentation /.awgmen'taysh(3)n/ n 
'augment /'awgment/ n a prefixed or lengthened initial vowel marking 
past tense, esp in Greek and Sansknt verbs 

augmentative /awg'mentativ/ adj 1 able to augment 2 of a word or 
affix indicating large size and sometimes awkwardness - augmen- 
tative n 

aug'mented adj, of a musical interval made a semitone greater than 
major or perfect 

au gratin /,oh 'gratin (Fr o gratr)/ adj covered with breadcrumbs or 
grated cheese and browned under a grill [F, lit , with the burnt scrapings 
from the pan] 

'augur /'awga/ n one held to foretell events by omens; a soothsayer, specif 
an official diviner of Ancient Rome [L, prob akin to L augere to 
increase] 

'augur vt 1 to foretell, esp from omens 2 to give promise of. presage vi 
to predict the future, esp from omens 
augury /’awgyoon/ n 1 predicting the future from omens or portents 2 
an omen, portent 

august /aw‘gust/ adj marked by majestic dignity or grandeur [L 
aiigustus-, akip to L augere to increase] - augustly adv, augustness n 
August / awgasi/ n (he 8(h month of the Gregorian calendar [ME, fr 
OE, fr L Augustus, fr Augustus Caesar t ao 14 1st Roman emperor] 
Augustan /aw'gust(3)n/ adj (characteristic) of a the age of Augustus 
Caesar b the neoclassical period in English literature - Augustan n 
'Augustinian /.awga'stini an/ adj of St Augustine of Hippo, hts doc- 
trines, or any of the monastic orders claiming descent from his precepts 
[St Augustine t430 Numidian church father & Bishop of Hippo] - 
Augustinianism n 

'Augustinian n a member of an Augustinian order; specif a fnar of the 
Hermits of St Augustine founded in 1256 and devoted to educational, 
missionary, and parish work 

auk /awk/ n a puffin, guillemot, razorbill, or related short-necked diving 
seabird of the northern hemisphere [Norw or Icel alk, alka, fr ON alka, 
akin to L olor swan] 

auld /awld/ adj, chiefly Scot old [ME (northern), var of ME u/d, fr OE 
eald old - more at oli>] 

,auld lang 'syne /lang 'sien, often zien/ n the gCKxl old times [Sc, lit , 
old long ago] 

au natural /,oh natyoo'rel/ adj I m natural style or condition 2 
uncooked or cooked plainly 3 naked - euph [F] 
aunt /ahnt/ n la the sister of one’s father or mother b the wife of one’s 
uncle 2 -- often used as a term of afTection for a woman who is a close 
fnend of a young child or its parents [ME, fr OF ante, fr L amita’, akin 
to OHG amma mother, nurse, Gk amma nurse] 
auntie, aunty /'ahnli/ n an aunt - infml 

.Aunt 'Sally /'sail/ n 1 an effigy of a woman at which objects are thrown 
at a fair 2 Br an easy target of cniicism or attack 
'au pair /.oh 'pea/ n a foreign girl who docs domestic work for a family 
in return for room and board and the opportunity to learn the language 
of the family [F, on even terms] 

'au pair vt to work as an au pair 

aur- /awr-/, auri- comb form 1 car <aura/> <aunsrope> 2 aural and 
<aun/?asa/) [L, fr auns - more at 'far] 

aura /’awra/ n 1 a distinctive atmosphere surrounding a given source 2 
a luminous radiation, a nimbus 3 a sensation expcnenced before an attack 
of a brain disorder, esp epilepsy [ME, fr L, air, breeze, fr Gk, akin to Gk 
aer air] 

aural Awral/ adj of the car or the sense of heanng - aurally adv 
aurar /’owrah/ pi of eyrir Iceland at NAnoNALirv 

aureole Awriohl/, aureola /aw'rec-ab, a-/ n 1 a radiant light surround- 
ing the head or body of a representation of a holy figure - compare nimbus 
2 the halo surrounding the sun, moon etc when seen through thin cloud 
(ME aureole heavenly crown worn by saints, fr ML aureola, fr L, fern of 
aureolus golden - more at oriole] - aureole vt 
au revoir /,oh ra'vwah (Fr o ravwa r)/ n goodbye - often used inteijec- 
tionaily [F. lit . till seeing again] 


auric /'awnk/ adj of or denved from (tnvalent) gold [L aurum gold - 
more at ORiot e] 

auricle /'awnkl/ n la pinna 2 b an atnum of the heart - not now in 
technical use 2 an ear-shaped lobe [L auricula, fr dim of auns ear] 
auricular /uw'nkyoob/ adj 1 of or using the ear or the sense of heanng 
2 told privately <a/7 ^ confession) 3 understood or recognized by the 
sense of heanng 4 of an auncle 

auriferous /aw'nfaras/ adj gold-beanng [L aunfer, fr aurum r -fer 
-ferous] 

Aurignacian /,awng'naysh(a)n/ adj of an Upper Palaeolithic culture 
characten/ed by finely made artefacts of stone and bone, cave paintings, 
and engravings [F aungnacien, fr Aungnac, village in 'France] 
aurochs /'awroks/ n, pi aurochs an extinct European ox held to be a wild 
ancestor of domestic cattle [G, fr OHG urohso, fr lira aurochs ohso 
ox, akin to OE lir aurochs - more at ox] 

aurora /aw'rawra/ n, pi auroras, aurorae /-n/ dawn [L - more at east] 

- auroral adj, aurorean /-n an/ adj 

au.rora au'stralis /aw'strahlis/ n a phenomenon in the S hemisphere 
corresponding to the aurora borealis [NL, lit . southern dawn] 
au.rora bore'alis /bawn'ahlis/ n a luminous electneal phenomenon in 
the N hemisphere, esp at high latitudes, that consists of streamers or 
arches of light in the sky [NL. lit , northern dawn] 
aurous /’awras/ adj of or containing (univalent) gold [ISV, fr L aurum 
gold - more at oriole] 

auscultation /,awskartaysh(a)n/ n the act of listening to the heart, 
lungs, etc as a medical diagnostic aid [L auscultation-, auscultatio act of 
listening, fr auscultatus, pp of auscultare to listen, akin to L auns ear - 
more at 'ear] - auscultate /'awskal.tayt/ vt 

auspice /'awspis/ n 1 a (favourable) prophetic sign 2 pi kindly patron- 
age and guidance [L auspicium, fr auspic-, auspex diviner by birds, fr am 
bird + specere to look, look at - more at aviary, spy] • 

auspicious /aw'spish(3)s/ adj 1 affording a favourable auspice, propi- 
tious 2 attended by good auspices, prosperous - auspiciously adv, 
auspiciousness n 

Aussie /*07i/ n an Australian - infml [Australian ^ -le] 
austere /aw'stia, o'stia/ adj 1 stern and forbidding in appearance and 
manner 2 ngidly abstemious; self-denying 3 unadorned, simple [ME, fr 
MF, fr L austerus, fr Gk austeros harsh, severe; akin to Gk hauos dry] 

- austerely adv, austereness n 

austerity /aw'sterati, o-/ n 1 an austere act, manner, or attitude 2 
enforced or extreme economy 

Austin /'ostin/ adj or n Augustinian [ME Austyn, modif of LL August- 
inus Augustine] 

' Austr-, Austro- comb form south, southern <Austrossisr/c> [ME austr-, 
fr L, rr Austr-, Auster south wind, akin to L aurora dawn - more at 
east] 

'Austr-, Austro- comb form Austrian and (^Auslro-H unganan) [prob fr 
NL, fr Austna] 

austral /awstral/ adj southern 

Australasian /,ostra'layzh(y)on, also .aw-/ nor adj (a native or inhabi- 
tant) of Australasia [Australasia, islands of the S & central Pacific, fr F 
Australasie] 

Au'stralia .Day /o'straylya; also aw-/ n the first Monday after January 
25 observed as a national holiday in Australia in commemoration of the 
landing of the Bntish at Sydney C^ve in 1788 
'Australian /o'straylyan, also aw-/ n la native or inhabitant of Aus- 
tralia 2 the speech of the abonginal inhabitants of Australia 
LANGUAGE 3 English as spoken and wntten in Australia [Austraha, 
continent of the southern hemisphere] 

'Australian adj 1 (charactenstic) of Australia 2 of or being a biogeo- 
graphic region that compnses Australia and the islands north of it from 
the Celebes eastwards, Tasmania, New Zealand, and Polynesia 
Australoid /'ostraloyd/ adj of an ethnic group including the Australian 
abongines and other peoples of southern Asia and Pacific islands [Aiis- 
traha + E -oid] - Australoid n 

australopithecine /.ostraloh'pithaseen/ adj of extinct southern Afri- 
can manlike creatures with near-human teeth and a relatively small brain 
(denv of L australis southern (fr Austr-, Auster) ^ Gk pithekos ape] - 
australopitbccine n 

Austroasiatic also Austro-Asiatic /.ostroh.ayzi'atik, -^yzhi-/ atjj of or 
constituting a family of languages once widespread over NE India and SE 
Asia 

Austronaaian /,ostn'neezh(3)n/ atjl of or constituting a family of 
Pacific languages including Indonesian, Melanesian, Micronesian, and 
Polynesian [Ausrranes/a, islands of the southern Pacific] 
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aut-, uto- comb form 1 self, same one: of or by oneself 
(^^kutobtognphyy <iautodjdact} 2 automanc, self-acting: self-regulating 
<autodyne) [Gk, fr autos same, -self, self] 

autarchic /.aw'tahkik/ , autarclilcal /-kl/ adj of or marked by 
autarchy 

autarchy /awtahki/ n absolute sovereignty [Gk autarchia, fr aut- f 
-a/dita -archy] 

autarky also autarchy /'awtahki/ n national (economic) self-sufTtciency 
and independence [G autarkic, fr Gk autarkeia, fr autarkes self-sufTictent, 
fr aut- f arkan to defend, suffice - more at ark] - autarkic /aw'tahkik/, 
autarkical adj 

authentic /aw'thentik/ adj 1 worthy of belief as conforming to fact or 
reality; trustworthy 2 not imaginary, false, or imitation, genuine [ME 
autentik, fr MF autentique, fr LL authcnttcus, fr Gk authentikos, fr 
authenta perpetrator, master, fr aut- ^ -hent^ (akin to Gk anycin to 
accomplish, Skt sanoti he gams)] - authentically adv, authenticity 
/3Wthen'tis9ti/ n 

authenticate /aw'thentikayt/ vt to (serve to) prove the authenticity of 
> authenticator n, authentication /aw,thenti'kaysh(3)n/ n 
author /'awtha/, fem authoress /-res, -ris/ n la the wnter of a literary 
work b (the books written by) sby whose profession is wnting 2 sby or 
sthg that onginates or gives existence; a source [ME auctour, fr ONF, fr 
L auctor promoter, originator, author, fr auctus, pp of augde to increase 
- more at eke out] - authorial /aw'thawn al/ adj 
authoritarian /aw.thon'tean an/ adj of or favounng submission to 
authonty rather than personal freedom - authoritarian n. authoritarian- 
ism n 

authoritative /aw'thontativ/ adj la having or proceeding from 
authority; offiaal b entitled to credit or acceptance, conclusive 2 dic- 
tatonal. peremptory - authoritatively adv. authoritativeness n 
authority /aw'thoroti/ n la a book, quotation, etc referred to for 
justification of one's opinions or actions b a conclusive statement or set 
of statements c an individual cited or appealed to as an expert 2a power 
to require and receive submission; the nght to expect obedience b power 
to influence or command c a right granted by sby in authonty, authonza- 
tion 3a pi the people in command b persons in command; specif 
government c often cap a governmental administrative body 4a grounds, 
warrant </iad excellent ^ for his strange actions') b convincing force, 
weight <A« strong tenor lent ^ to the performance) [ME auctonte, fr 
OF auctonte, fr L auctontat-, auctontas opinion, decision, power, U 
auctor] 

author ize, -isc Awthariez/ vt 1 to invest with authonty or legal power, 
empower - often + infin 2 to establish (as lO by authonty; sanction ~ 
auAorizar n, authorization /-'zaysh(9)n/ n 

Authorized Version n an English version of the Bible prepared under 
James I, published in 1611, and widely used by Protestants 
'authorehip /-ship/ n 1 the profession or activity of writing 2 the 
identity of the author of a literary work <tAe -- ofMamlet is not senously 
disputed) 

autism /'awtiz(a)m/ n a disorder of childhood development marked esp 
by inability to form relationships with other people [NL autismus, fr L 
aut- + -ismus -ism] - autistic /aw'tistik/ adj 

auto /’awtoh/ n, pi autos chiefly NAm MtmiR car [short for auto- 
mobile] 

*auto- - sec AUT- 

*autO- comb form self-propelling; automotive <autocyc/e> [automobile, 
adj (self-propelling)] 

autoantibody /.awtoh'antibodi/ n an antibody that combines with a 
constituent of an individual’s own tissues rather than with foragn matter 
(e g bactena) 

autobahn Awtoh, bahn/ n a German motorway [G, fr auto car + bahn 
track, way] 

autobiography /^wtabie'ografi/ n the biography of a person written by 
hiQi-Zherself; also such wnting considered as a genre - autobiographer 
Ji, mitoMoiniphic /,awu.bie-a'grarik/, autobiographical adj 
autocaphalous /.awtoh’sefolas/ adj, esp of Eastern national churches 
independent of external, esp patriarchal, authority (LGk autokephalos, 
fr Gk aut- + kephaJe head - more at cephalic] 
autochthon /aw'toktban/ n, pi autochthons, autochthones /-.neez/ 1 
an aborigine, native 2 an autochthonous plant, animal, etc [Gk autoch- 
thon, fr aut- ^ chthon earth - more at humble] - autochtbonisn n 
autochthonous /aw'tokthanas/ adj indigenous, native - compare 
allochthonous - aotochthOBonsly adv, autochthony n 
'autoclave Awtoklayv/ n an apparatus (e g for sterilizing) using super- 


heated steam under pressure [F, fr aut- -i L clavis key - more at 

CLAVlClfcJ 

'autoclave vt to subject to the action of an autoclave 
autocracy /aw'tokrasi/ n government by an autocrat 
autocrat /'awukrat/ n 1 one who rules with unlimited power 2 a 
dictatonai person [F autocrate, fr Gk autokrates ruling by oneself, 
absolute, fr aut- f kratos strength, power - more at hard] - autocratic 
/.awta'kratik/ adj, autocratically adv 
autocross /'awtoh, kros/ n the sport of racing motor cars on usu grass 
tracks against the clock [auto cross (country)] 
autocue /'awtoh,kyooh/ n a device that enables a person (e g a news- 
reader) being televised to read a script without averting his/her eyes from 
the camera 

autO-da-f6 /.awtoh dah 'fay/ n. pi autos-da-fe /'-/ the burning of a 
heretic, esp the ceremonial execution of sby condemned by the Spanish 
Inquisition [Pg auto da fe, lit , act of the faith] 

.auto'didact /-'diedakt/n a person who is self-taught [Gk autodidaktos 
self-taught, fr aut- > didaktos taught, fr didaskein to teach] - autodidactic 
/ -'daktik/ adj 

.autoe'roticism /-i'rotisiz(a)m/ n autoerotism 
.auto'erotism /-'eoratizfajm/ n sexual gratincalion obtained by oneself 
without the participation of another person - autoerotic /I'rotik/ adj, 
autoerotically adv 

autogamy /aw'togsmi/ n self-fcrtilization [ISV] ~ autogamous adj 
autogenous /aw'tojdnas/, autogenic /.awta'jenik/ adj onginating or 
derived from sources within the same individual (an — graft) (Gk 
autogenes, fr aut- » -genes bom, produced - more at -gkn] - autogen- 
ously /aw'tojanasli/ adv 

autogiro also autogyro /.awta'jie-aroh/ n. pi autogiros also autogyros an 
aircraft that resembles a helicopter and has a propeller for forward motion 
and a freely rotating horizontal rotor for lift [fr Autogiro, a trade- 
mark] 

autograft Awta.grahft, -.graft/ n a transplant from one part to another 
part of the same bc>dy ■ autograft vt 
'autograph /'awt9,grahf, -.graf/ n an identifying mark, specif a person's 
signature, made by the individual him-/hcrself [LI. autographum, fr L, 
ncut of autographus written with one's own hand, fr Gk autographos, fr 
aut- ^ -graphos wntten - more alw -graph] - autography 
/aw'tografi/ n 

'autograph vt to wnte one’s signature in or on 
Autoharp /'awtoh.hahp/ trademark - used for a zither with button- 
controlled dampers for selected strings 
autoimmune /.awtohi'mytxihn/ adj of or caused by autoantibodies, 
specif, of a disease caused by the production of large numbers of 
autoantibodies - autoimmunity n, autoimmunization /-.imyoo- 
nic’zaysh(a)n/ n 

autointoxication /,awtoh in,toksi'kaysh(a)n/ n a state of being 
poisoned by toxic substances produced within the body [ISV] 
autologous /aw'tolagas/ adj denved from the same individual [aut- i 
-ologous (as in homologous)] 

autolyais /aw'tobsis/ n breakdown of all or part of a cell or tissue by 
self-produced enzymes [NL] - autolysc /"awla.liez/ vb, autolytic 
/.awta'litik/ adj 

automate /'awiamayt/ vt 1 to operate by automation 2 to convert to 
largely automatic operation ^ vi to undergo automation [back-formation 
fr automation] - automatable adj 

'automatic /.awta'matik/ adj la acting or done spontaneously or uncon- 
sciously b resembling an automaton; mechairiical 2 having a self-acting 
or self-regulaling mechanism (an - car whh ^ transmission) 3 of a 
firearm repeatedly ejecting the empty cartn^e shell, introducing a new 
cartndge, and firing it [Gk automatos self-acting, fr aut- + -matos (akin 
to L ment-, mens mind) - more at mC^d] - automatically adv, 
automaticity /.awtama'tisoti/ n 

'automatic n an automatic machine or apparatus, esp an automatic 
firearm or vehicle '* 

.auto,matic 'pilot n a device for automatically steenng a ship, aircraft, 
or spacecrafl 

automation /awta'maysh(a)n/ n 1 the technique of making an 
apparatus, process, or system operate automatically 2 automatic oper- 
ation of an apparatus, process, or system by mechanical or electronic 
devices that take the place of human operators ['automatic] 
automatlam /aw'tomatiz(3)m/ n 1 an automatic action 2 a theory that 
conceives of the body as a machine, with consciousness being merely on 
accessory [F automatisme, fr automate automaton, fr L automaton] - 
automatiat n 
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automaton /aw'tom3t(3)n; also .awt3'mayt(9)n/ n, pi automatons, 
automata /-to/ 1 a mechanism having its own power source, also a robot 

2 a person who acts in a mechanical fashion [L, fr Gk, neut of automa- 

automobile /'awtama.becl/ n, NAni moiok car car [F, fr aut- 
+ mobile mobile] - automobile vi, automobilist /.awta'mohbalist. 
-’beelist/ n 

.auto'motive A'mohtiv/ adj of or concerned with motor vehicles 
.auto'nomic /-'nomik/ adj 1 acting or occurnng involuntanly 
reflexes') 2 relating to, uflecting, or controlled by the autonomic nervous 
system ^ autonomically adv 

autonomic nervous system n a part of the vertebrate nervous 
system that supplies smooth and cardiac muscle and glandular tissues 
with nerves and consists of the sympathetic nervous system and the 
parasympathetic nervous system 

autonomous /aw'tonamas/ adj self-governing, independent (Gk auton- 
omos independent, fr aut- nomos law - more at nimulk] ~ auton- 
omously adv 

autonomy /aw'tonami/ n 1 self-determined freedom and csp moral 
independence 2 self-government, esp the degree of political independence 
possessed by a minonty group, terntonai division, etc - autonomist n. 
autopilot /'awtoh.piebt/ n alitumatic phot 

autopsy /*awtopsi/ n a postmonem examination (Gk autopsia act of 
seeing with one's own eyes, fr aut- > opsis sight, fr opsesthai to be going 
to see - more at oi^ic] - autopsy vt 
autoradiograph /,awtoh'raydi-d,grahf, -,graf/, , autoradio, gram 

/-,gram/ n an image produced by radiation from a radioactive substance 
in an object in close contact with a photographic film or plate [ISV] - 
autoradiographs /-.ravdi a'grafik/ adj, autoradiography /-ray- 

drografi/ n 

'auto, route /-.rooht/ n a French motorway [F, fr au/omobile -t- route 
road - more at rol il] 

autos-da-f6 /.awtoh dah 'fay/ pi o/' auto da pt 

autosome /'awl3,sohm/ n a chromosome other than a sex chromosome 

- autosomal /,awi9'sohml/ adj, autosomally adv 

autosport /'awtoh.spawt/ n motorcycle and motor vehicle racing and 
rallying 

'auto.strada /-.strahd^/ n, pi autostradas, autostrade /-day/ an Italian 
motorway (It, fr auromobile t strada street, fr LL strata paved road 
more at strf.h] 

.autosug'gestion Ava'jeschdn/ n an influencing of one's attitudes, 
behaviour, or physical condition by mental processes other than conscious 
thought [ISV] - autosuggest vt 

autotomy /aw'totami/ n reflex separation of a part (eg a It/ard's tail) 
from the body [ISV] - autotomous adj, autotomic /.awta'tomik/ adj 
autotrophic Aawtd'trofik/ adj able to live and grow on carbon from 
carbon dioxide or carbonates and nitrogen from a simple inorganic 
compound - compare HFTHR(3rRopHic [prob fr G autotroph, fr Gk 
autotrophos supplying one’s own food, fr aut- + trephein to nounsh - 
more at a i rophy] - autotrophically adv, autotroph /awtatrohr/ n 
autumn /'awtam/ n 1 the season between summer and winter, extend- 
ing, in the northern hemisphere, from the September equinox to the 
Dumber solstice 2 a period of maturity or the early stages of decline 
[ME aiiru/npne. fr L autumnus] - autumnal /aw'tumnsl/ adj, autumnally 
adv 

autumn crocus n an autumn-blooming plant of the lily family 
auxesis /awk'seesis, -gz-/ n growth, specif increase of cell size without 
cell division [NL, fr Gk auxesis increase, growth, fr auxein to increase 

- more at ekf out] - auxetic /awk'setik, -gz-/ adj, auxettcally adv 
'auxiliary /awg'zilysn/ adj 1 subsidiary 2 being a verb (e g be, do, or 

may) used typically to express person, number, mood, voice, or tense, usu 
accompanying another verb 3 supplementary [L auxilians, fr auxilium 
help; akin to Gk auxein to increase] 

’auxiliary n 1 an auxiliary person, group, or device 2 an auxiliary verb 

3 a member of a foreign force serving a nation at war 

auxin /'awksin/ n (an analogue oO a plant hormone that promotes 
growth [ISV, fr Gk auxein] - auxinic /awk'sinik/ adj, auxinically adv 
auxotrophic /.awksa'trohfiky adj requmng a specific growth substance 
beyond the minimum required for normal metabolism and reproduction 
mutants of bacteria'^ [Gk auxein to increase + -ti- f E -trophic] - 
auxotroph /'awksa-/ n 

'avail /a'vayl/ vb to be of use or advantage (to) [ME availen, prob fr a- 
(as in abaten to abate) -f vailen to avail, fr OF valotr to be of worth, fr 
L vaJere - more at wield] - avail oneself of to make use of, take 
advantage of 


’avail n benefit, use - chiefly after of or to and in negative contexts (pf little 

'-y Oo no ^ > 

available /a'vaybbi/ adj 1 present or ready for immediate use 2 
accessible, obtainable 3 qualified or willing to do sthg or to assume a 
responsibility <-<' candidates'} 4 present in such chemical or physical 
form as to be usable (eg by a plant) <'^ nitrogen} water} [ME, 
advantageous, beneficial, fr availen ^ -able] - availableneaa n, availably 
adv, availability /a.vayb'bibti/ n 

'avalanche /'avslahnch/ n 1 a large mass of snow, rock, ice, etc falling 
rapidly down a mountain 2 a sudden overwhelming rush or accumubtion 
of sthg [F, fr F dial lavantse, avalantse] 

’avalanche v/ to descend in an avalanche vt to overwhelm, flood 
'avant-garde /.avong 'gahd/ n the group of people who create or apply 
new ideas and techniques in any field, esp the arts; aJso such a group that 
IS extremist, bizarre, or arty and affected [F, vanguard] - avant-gardlam 
n, avant-gardist n 

’avant-garde adj of the avant-garde or artistic work that is new and 
experimental 

avarice /‘avans/ n excessive or insatiable desire for wealth or gain; 
cupidity [ME. fr OF. fr L avantia, fr a\arus avancious, fr avere to covet 
- more at avid] - avaricious /.ava'nshas/ adj, avariciously adv, avar- 
iciousness n 

avast /a'vahst/ vb imper - a nautical command to stop or cease (perh fr 
D houd vast hold fast] 

avatar /'avstah/ n 1 an earthly incarnation of a Hindu deity 2a an 
incarnation in human form b an embodiment (eg of a concept or 
philosophy), usu in a person [Skt avatara descent, fr avatarati he 
descends, fr ava- away -t tarati he crosses over - more at uxase, 
through] 

ave /ahvay. -vi/ n, often cap hail mary [ME, fr L, hail'] 

.Ave Ma'ria /mp'rce a/ n hail mary (ME. fr ML, hail, Mary'] 
avenge /s'venj/ vt 1 to take vengeance on behalf of 2 to exact 
satisfaction for (a wrong) by punishing the wrongdoer [ME avengen, prob 
fr a- (as in abaten to abate) -f vengen to avenge, fr OF vengier - more at 
vfnofanci:] - avenger n 

evens /’avinz/ n, pi avens / ~/ any of a genus of perennial plants of the 
rose family with white, purple, or yellow flowers (ME avence, fr OF] 
aventurine /a'vcntyoonn, -reen/ n 1 glass containing opaque sparkling 
particles of foreign matcnal 2 a translucent quartz spangled with mica 
or other mineral [F, fr aventure chance - more at adventure] 
avenue /'avsnyooh/ n 1 a hne of approach 2 a broad passageway 
bordered by trees 3 an often broad street or road 4 chiefly Bra tree-lined 
walk or dnveway to a large country house situated off a mam road [MF, 
fr fern of avenu, pp of avenir to come to. fr L advenire - more at 

ADVFNTURb] 

aver /s'vuh/ vt -rr- 1 to allege, assert 2 to declare positively - fml [ME 
averren, fr MF averer, fr ML adveraie to confirm as authentic, fr L ad- 
f verus true - more at vf,ry] - avermeot n 
'average /'avsnj, 'avnj/ n 1 a partial loss or damage sustained by a ship 
or cargo, also a charge ansing from this, usu distnbuted among all 
chargeable with it 2 a sir^ value reprcsenutive of a set of other values, 
esp ARiiiiMCTic MEAN siATiSTics 3 a level (eg of intelhgence) 
typical of a group, class, or senes 4 a ratio expressing the average 
performance of a sports team or sportsman as a fraction of the number 
of opportunities for successful performance - compare law of averages 
[ modif of MF avane damage to ship or cargo, fr Oil avana, fr Ar 
'awariyah damaged merchandise] 

’average adj 1 equalling an arithmetic mean 2a about midway between 
extremes b not out of the ordinary; common - averagely adv, average- 
ness n 

’average 17 to be or come to an average (jthegain ^d out to 20 per cent} 
^vt 1 to do, get, or have on average or as an average sum or quanuty 
<^s /2 hours of work a day} 2 to find the anthmetic mean of 3 to bnng 
towards the average 4 to have an average value of <a cohur averaging 
a pale purple} 

averse /a'vuhs/ adj having an active feeling of repugnance or distaste - 
+ to or from [L aversus, pp of avertere - more at avert] - avcraely adv, 
averseness n 

aversion /a'vuhsh(9)n/ n 1 a feeling of settled dislike for sthg; antipathy 
2 chiefly Br an object of aversion; a cause of repugnance [LL aversion-, 
aversio, fr L. the act of turning away, fr avernis] > aversive /-siv/ adj 
aversion .therapy n therapy intended to change antisocnl behaviour 
or a habit by association with unpleasant sensations 
avert /a'vuht/ vt 1 to turn away or aside (e g the eyes) in avoidance 2 
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to see coming and ward off; avoid, prevent [ME avtrten, fr MF avertir, 
fr L avertere, fr ab- + verten to turn - more at ‘worth) 

Avesta /aVcsta/ n the book of the sacred writings of ^roastnanism 
[MPer Avastik, lit., original text) 

Avastan /a'vest(d)n/ n an ancient sacred language of old Iranian - 

AftMtanadj 

avian /'ayvi>an/ adj of or derived from birds [L avis] 
aviary Ayvyan/ n a place for keeping birds [L avianum, fr avis bird, 
akin to Gk aefos eagle) 

aviation /4yvi'aysh(a)n/ n 1 the operation of heavier-than-air aircraft 
2 aircraft manufacture, development, and design [F, fr L aws) 
aviator /'ayviayta/, fern aviatrix Atnks/ n the pilot of an aircraft [F 
avta/eur, fr avi- (fr L avis) -ateur (as in amateur)] 
avid Avid/ adj urgently or greedily eager; keen [F or L; F avide, fr L 
aviduSt fr avere to covet; akin to Goth awiliuth thanks, Gk enees gentle) 

- avidly adv, avidneaa n, avidity /a'vidati/ n 

avidin Avidin, a'vidin/ n a protein found in white of egg that combines 
with biotin and makes it inactive [fr its avidity for biotin) 
avifauna /^yvi'fawna/ n the (kinds oO birds of a region, penod. or 
environment [NL, fr L avis ^ NL fauna] ~ avifaunal adj, avifaunally adv, 
avifaunistic /-faw'nistik/ adj 

avionics /,ay vi'oniks/ n pi but stng or pi in constr the development and 
production of electronic equipment for aircraft and space vehicles, also, 
pi in constr the devices and systems so developed [aviation electronics) 

- avioaic adj 

avitaminoaia /.ay>vitami'nohsis, .a-/ n, pi avitaminoses /-seez/ disease 
resulting from a deficiency of 1 or more vitamins [NL) - avitaminotic 
/-'notik/ adj 

avo Avooh/ n, pi avos Macao at nationality [Pg, fr avo 
fractional part, fr -avo ordinal suffix (as in oitavo eighth, fr L 
octavos)) 

avocado /.ava'kahdoh/ n, pi avocados also avocadoes (a tropical Amen- 
can tree of the laurel family bearing) a pulpy green or purple pear-shaped 
edible fruit [Sp, alter of aguacate, fr Nahuatl ahuacatl, short for 
ahiscacuahuiti, lit., testicle tree) 

avocation /.ava'icaysh(a)n/ n a subordinate occupation pursued in 
addition to one's vocation, esp for enjoyment; a hobby [L avocation-, 
avocado, fr avocafus, pp of avocare to call away, fr ab- ^ vocare to call, 
fr VOC -, vox voice - more at voicf] - avocational adj, avocatiooally 
adv 

avocat Avaset/ n a black and white wading bi/d with webbed feet and 
a slender upward-curving bill [F & It, F avocette, fr It avocetta) 
Avogadro's constant /.ava'gadrohz/ n the number of molecules that 
occurs in 1 mole of substance; 6.023 X 1(F‘ physics [Count 
Amedeo Avogadro tl856 It chemist & physicist) 

Avogadro'a number n avooaoro's constant 
avoid /a'voyd/ vt la to keep away from; shun b to prevent the 
occurrence or effectiveness of c to refrain from 2 to make legally void 
(ME avmden, fr OF esvuidjer, fr cs- (fr L ex-) f vuidter to empty - more 
at ^'OId] - avoidable adj, avoidably adv, avoidance n. avoider n 
avoirdupois /^vwahdooh'pwah, .avada'poyz/, avoirdupois weight n the 
series of units of weight based on the pound of 16 ounces and the ounce 
of 16 drams unit [ME avoir de pots goods sold by weight, fr OF, 
lit., goods of weight) 

avouch /a'vowch/ vr 1 to declare as a matter of fact; affirm 2 to vouch 
for, corroborate 3a to acknowledge (e g an act) as one's own b to confess, 
avow USE fml or archaic [ME avouchen to cite as authonty, fr MF 
avoebter to summon, fr L advocate - more at advocate) - avouch* 
meat n 

avow /aVow/ vr 1 to declare assuredly 2 to acknowledge openly, 
bluntly, and without shame [ME avowen, fr OF avouer, fr L advocare] 

- avower n, avowal n, avowedly /-idli/ adv 

avulsion /aVulsh(a)n/ n a forcible separation or detachment: e g a a 
tearing away of a body part accidentally or surgically b a sudden cutting 
off of land from a property by flood, currents, etc [L avulsion-, avulsto, 
fr avukus, pp of avelhre to tear off, fr ab- + vdlere to pluck, pull) 
avuncular /aVungkyoola/ adj 1 of an uncle 2 kindly, genial [L 
avanculaa maternal uncle - more at uncle) 
await /a'wayt/ vt 1 to wait for 2 to be in store for [ME awaiten, fr ONF 
awaUiet, fr a- (fr L ad-) -v waitier to watch - more at ’wait] 

*awaka /a'wayk/ vb awoka /a'wohk/ also awaked; awoken /aVobkan/ 
vi 1 to emerge from sleep or a sleeplike state 2 to become conscious or 
aware of sthg -ma + to <awoke to their daagery it 1 to arouse from 
sleep or a sleepUke stale 2 to nmke active; stir up <awoke old memories} 
{ME awakea (fr OE awacatiM *a- -v waean to awake, arise, be bom) A 


awakien, fr OE awacian, fr 'a- * wacian to be awake, watch > more at 
’wake) 

‘awako adj 1 roused (as lO from sleep 2 fully conscious, aware - usu 
4 to 

awaken /a'waykan/ vb to awake [ME awakenen, fr OE awaxnian, fr 
a- + wtecnian to waken] - awakener n 
'award /a'wawd/ vt 1 to give by judicial decree 2 to confer or bestow 
as being deserved or needed [ME awarden to decide, fr ONF eswarder, 
fr es- (fr L ex-) f warder to guard, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG warten 
to watch] - awardable adj, awarder n 
‘award n 1 a final decision; esp the decision of arbitrators in a case 
submitted to them 2 sthg that is conferred or bestowed, esp on the basis 
of ment or need 

aware /a'wea/ adj having or showing realization, perception, or knowl- 
edge, conscious - often f of [ME iwar, fr OE gewter, fr ge- (associative 
prefix) f wxr wary - more at ro-, wary) - awareness n 
awash /a'wosh/ adj 1 covered with water, flixxled 2 marked by an 
abundance 

'away /a'way/ adv 1 on the way, along (get ^ early} 2 from here or 
there; hence, thence (go and leave me alonef} 3a in a secure place or 
manner (locked '-} (tucked b in another direction, aside (looked 
4 out of existence, to an end (echoes dying '^}(laze ^ the 
afternoon} 5 from one’s possession (gave ^ a fortune) 6a on. uninter- 
ruptedly (clocks ticking > b without hesitation or delay (do it nght ^ > 
7 b> a long distance or interval, far ( ^ back in 1910} [ME away, on way, 
fr OE aweg, on weg, fr a. on + weg way - more at way) 

‘away adj 1 absent from a place, gone ( - for the weekend} 2 distant (a 
lake 10 miles ^} 3 played on an opponent’s grounds <'an - game} 
awe /aw/ vt or n (to inspire with) an emotion compounded of dread, 
veneration, and wonder [n ME, fr ON agi, akin to OE ege awe, Gk achos 
pain; vb fr n] 

awed /awd/ adj showing awe <~ respect) 

aweigh /a'way/ adj. of an anchor raised just clear of the bottom of a body 
of water (‘a- + 'weigh 4] 

awesome /'aws(d)m/ adj inspiring or expressing awe - awesomely adv. 
awesomencss n 

'awe.struck /-.struk/ also awestricken /-.stnkan/ adj filled with awe 
'awful /'awf(9)i/ adj 1 extremely disagreeable or objectionable 2 exceed- 
ingly great (an ^ lot to do} - used as an intensive, chiefly infml [awf 
-V '-ful] - awfully adv, awfulness n 
‘awful adv very, extremely - nonstandard 

awkward Awkwad/ adj 1 lacking dexterity or skill, esp in the use of 
hands; clumsy 2 lacking ease or grace (e g of movement or expression) 
3a lacking social grace and assurance b causing embarrassment (an ^ 
moment} 4 poorly adapted for use or handling 5 requmng caution (an 
diplomatic situation) 6 deliberately obstructive [ME aw/re wan/ in the 
wrong direction, fr awke turned the wrong way, fr ON ofugr, akin to 
OHG abuh turned the wrong way, L opacus obscure] - awkwardly adv, 
awkwardness n 

awi /awl/ n a pointed instrument for marking surfaces or making small 
holes (e g in leather) [ME a/, fr ON air, akin to OHG ala awl, Skt 
ara] 

awn /awn/ n any of the slender bnstles at the end of the flower spikelet 
in some grasses (e g barley) [ME, fr OE agen, fr ON ogn, akin to OHG 
agana awn, OE ecg edge - more at eixie] - awned adj, awnless adj 
awning Awning/ /i 1 an often canvas rooflike cover, used to protect 
sthg (e g a shop window or a ship's deck) from sun or ram 2 a shelter 
resembling an awning [ongin unknown] ^ awninged /'awningd/ adj 
awoken /a'wohkan/ past part of awake : 

AWOL Aywol/ adj, often not cap absent Without leave [absent without 
feave] 

awry /a'ne/ adv or adj 1 in a turned or Iwisted position or direction; 
askew 2 out of the right or hoped-for coufbe; amiss [ME on wry, fr on 
+ wry] j 

'axe, NAm chiefly ax /aks/ n 1 a tool that has a cutting edge parallel to 
the handle and is used esp for felling treei and chopping and splitting 
wood 2 drastic reduction or removal (e g of personnel) [ME, fr OE ara; 
akin to OHG ackus axe, L asaa, Gk axine] axe to grind an ulterior often 
selfish' purpose to further 

‘axe, NAm chiefly ax vf la to hew, shape, dress, or tnm with an axe b 
to chop, split, or sever with an axe 2 to remove abruptly (eg from 
employment or from a budget) 

axai /'aksi/ n a jump in ice-skating from one skate with 1 16 turns in the 
air and a return to the other skate [Axel Paulsen fl 1890 Norw figure 
skater] 
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'axe, man /-.man/ n one who wields an axe, specif a usu psychopathic 
criminal 

axial /‘aksi al/, axal /aksl/ adj 1 of or functioning as an axis 2 situated 
round, in the direction of, on, or along an axis > axially aJy. axiallty 
/.aksi'abti/ n 

axil /'aksi/ n the angle between a branch or leaf and the axis from which 
It anses [NL axdia, fr L] 

axilla /ak'sib/ n. pi axillaa, axillae Alt/ the armpit [L] 
axillary /ak'sibn/ adj 1 of or located near the armpit 2 situated in or 
growing from an axil 

axiology /.aksi'obji/ n inquiry into values, esp in ethics [Gk axios + iSV 
- axiological /-si a'lojikl/ adj 

axiom /'aksiom/ n 1 a pnnciplc, rule, or maxim widely accepted on its 
intnnsic merit, a generally recognized truth 2a a proposition regarded as 
a self-evident truth b a postulate [L axioma, fr Gk axioma, lit , honour, 
fr axioun to think worthy, fr axios worth, worthy, akin to Gk agein to 
drive - more at AotNi] 

axiomatic /.aksi a'matik/ adj of or having the nature of an axiom, esp 
self-evident [MGk axiomatikos, fr Gk, honourable, fr axiomat-, axioma] 

- axiomatically adv 

axis /'aksis/ n, pi axes Aseez/ la a straight line about which a body or 
a geometnc figure rotates or may be supposed to rotate b a straight line 
with respect to which a body or figure is symmetneal c any of the 
reference lines of a coordinate system 2a the second vertebra of the neck 
on which the head and first vertebra pivot b any of various parts that are 
central, fundamental, or that lie on or constitute an axis 3 a plant stem 
4 any of several imaginary reference lines used in desenbing a crystal 
structure 5 a partnership or alliance (e g the one between Germany and 
Italy m WW 11) USE ( I ) mathfmatic:s [L, axis, axle, akin to OE 
eax axis, axle, Gk axon. L axilla armpit, agere to dnve - more at 

ACjLNI] 

'axis ,deer n a white-spotted deer of India and other parts of S Asia [NL 
axis, Ir L, a wild animal of India] 

axle AksI/ n 1 a shaft on or with which a wheel revc^ves 2 a rod 
connecting a pair of wheels of a vehicle, also an axletree — f car [ME 
axel- (as in axelire)] 

'axle, tree /-.tree/ n a fixed bar or beam with beanngs at each end on 
which wheels (e g of a cart) revolve (ME axelire, fr ON oxultre, fr oxull 
axle ♦ Ire tree] 

Axminster /'aks,minsta/ n (a carpet woven in) a weave in which pile 
tufts are inserted into a backing dunng its weaving according to a 
predetermineil arrangement of colours and patterns - compare wii.ton 
[Axminster, town in England] 

axolotl /'aksalotl. .aksa'Iotl/ n any of several salamanders of mountain 
lakes of Mexico [Nahuatl, lit , water doll] 
axon /'akson/ n a usu long projecting part of a nerve cell that usu 
conducts impulses away from the cell body [NL, fr Gk axon] - axonal 
adj, axonic /.ak'sonik/ adj 

ayah /'le a/ n a native nurse or maid in India (Hindi aya, fr Pg aia, fr 
L avia grandmother] 

ayatollah /.ic a'tob/ n a leader of Iranian Shiite Islam (Per ayatollah, 
fr Ar ayatullah manifestation of God) 

'aye also ay /ay/ adv ever, always, continually [ME aye, ai, fr ON ei, akin 
to OE a always, L aevum age, lifetime, Gk aidn age] 

*ave also ay /le/ adv yes - used as the correct formal response to a naval 
order sir} [perh fr ME ye, yie - more at yea] 

•aye also ay /le/ n an affirmative vote or voter ^ 
aye-aye /'ie .le/ n a nocturnal lemur of Madagascar enhangered 
[F, fr Malagasy aiay] 

Aylesbury Aaylzb(a)ri/ n any of a breed of large white domestic ducks 
[Aylesbury, town in England] 

Aymara Aiema.rah/ n, pi Aymaras, esp collectively Aymara a mem^, 
or the language, of an American Indian people of Bolivia and Peru -JX 
language [SpAymani] 

Ayrshire /'eo.shia/ n any of a breed of hardy dairy cattle that arc usu 
spotted red, brown, or white in colour [Ayrshire (Ayr), county of 
Scotland] 

A-2 /.ay ta 'zed/ n, Br an indexed street atlas of a town 
az- / az*. az-/, azo- comb form containing nitrogen, esp as the bivalent 
group N=N <azobefl/ene> [ISV, fr azote nitrogen] 
aza-, az- comb form containing nitrogen in place of carbon and usu the 
bivalent group NH for the group CH, or a single tnvalent nitrogen atom 
for the group CH (^azaguanine) [ISV az- ♦ -a-] 
azalea /a'zaylya/ n any of a group of rhododendrons with funnel-shaped 


flowers and usu deciduous leaves [NL, genus name, fr Gk, fern of azakos 
dry, akin to L andus dry] 

azeotrope /a'zee atrohp/ n a mixture of liquids whose boiling point does 
not change dunng distilbtion [ISV ^a- f zeo- (fr Gk zdn to boil) 4 
-trope, fr Gk tropos turn, way - more at yeast, trope] - azeotropic 
/.ayzia'tropik/ adj 

azide /'ay.zied, 'a-/ n a compound containing the group N) combined with 
an element or radical ~ azido /-doh/ adj 

azimuth Aazimath/ n 1 an arc of the honzon expressed as the clockwise 
angle measured between a fixed point (eg true N or true S) and the 
vertical circle passing through the centre of an object 2 honzontal 
direction [ME, fr (assumed) ML, fr Ar as-sumut the* azimuth, pi of 
as-samt the way] - azimuthal /.azi'moohthl/ adj, azimuthally adv 
azimuthal projection n a projection of the earth's surface onto a 
tangential plane 

azo /ayzoh, 'a-/ adj relating to or containing the bivalent group 
united at both ends to carbon [az-] 

azo dye n any of numerous versatile dyes containing azo groups 
azoic /ay'zoh-^^-/ adj having no life; specif of the geological time that 
antedates life Cx evolution ['a- + Gk zoe life - more at quick] 
azotobacter /a'zohta.bakta, ay-/ n any of a genus of large rod-shaped 
or sphencal bactena that occur in soil and sewage and fix atmospheric 
nitrogen [NL, genus name, fr ISV azote nitrogen (irreg fr a- + Gk zoe 
♦ NL bactenum] 

Aztec /'aztek/ n 1 a member of the Nahuatlan people that founded the 
Mexican empire conquered by Cortes in 1319 2 the language of the 
Aztecs [Sp Azteca, fr Nahuatl, pi of aztecatl] - Azteean adj 
azure Aazyooo, 'ay-, -zha/ n la sky blue b blue - used in heraldry 2 
archaic lapis lazuli [ME asur, fr OF azur, prob fr OSp, modif of Ar 
lazaward, fr Per lazhuward] - azure adj 

azurite /'azyoonet. 'ay-, -zha-/ n (a semiprecious stone denved from) a 
blue mineral that is a carbonate of copper [F, fr azur azure] 
azygoue, azygos /azigas/ adj not being one of a pair <a/t ~ veiny [NL 
azygos, fr Gk, unyoked, fr 'a- + zygon yoke - more at yoke] 


B 

b /bee/ n, pi b’s, bs ofien cap la (a graphic representation of or device 
for reproducing) the 2nd letter of the English alphabet b a speech 
counierpart of orthographic b 2 the 7th note of a C-major scale 3 one 
designated b, esp as the 2nd in order or class 4 a grade rating a student's 
work as good but short of excellent 5 sthg that is the suppomng item of 
2 things (a -movie) 6 - used euphemistically for any offensive word 
beginning with the letter b 

baa, ba /bah/ vi or n (to make) the bleat of a sheep [unit] 
baal /bahl, 'bay-al/ n, pi baals, baalim /-lim/ often cap any of numerous 
Canaanite and Phoenician local deities [Heb ba 'a! lord] - bimliam n, often 
cap 

baas /bahs/ n, SAfr a master, boss [Afnk, fr MD baes] 

'baas.skap /-.skap/ n, SAfr white supremacy [Afnk. lit , mastership, 
fr baas] 

babbitt /'babit/ n a babbitt-metal lining for a beanng 
babbitt matal n an alloy, esp of tin, copper, antimony, and lead, used 
for lining beanngs [Isaac Babbitt tl862 US inventor] 
babble /l)abl/ vb babbling /tabling, 'babl-ing/ vi la to utter meaning- 
less or unintelligible sounds b to talk foolishly; chatter 2 to make a 
continuous murmunng sound ^vt 1 to utter in an incoherently or 
meaninglessly repetitious manner 2 to reveal by talk that is too free [ME 
babelen, prob of imit ongin] - babble n, babbleoMot n. babbler 
/•babb/ n 

babe /bayb/ n 1 a naive inexperienced person 2a an infant, baby - chiefly 
poetic b a girl, woman - slang; usu as a noun of address [ME, baby, prob 
of imit origin] 

Babel /Imybl/ n, often not cap 1 a confusion of sounds or voices 2 a 
scene of noise or confusion [the Tower of Babel (fr Heb Babbel, fr 
Assyr-Bab bab-ilu gate of god), biblical structure (Gen 11:4-9) intended 
to reach heaven which incurred the wrath of God, who punished the 
builders by making their speech mutually unintelligible] 
babirusa, bablruata, babirouaaa /.baba'roohsa/ n a Urge pig of the E 
Indies, the male of which has large backward-curving tusks [Malay 
babirusa, fr babi hog + rusa deer] 
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baboon /bd’boohn/ n any of several large African and Asiatic primates 
having doglike muzzles and usu short tails [ME babeww, fr MF babouin, 
fr babouc grimace) • baboonish adj 

babu /'bab.booh/ n 1 a Hindu gentleman - a form of address correspond- 
ing to Mr 2 an Indian with some education in English ^ chiefly derog 
[Hindi babu, lit., father] 

babul /bahlioohl, '--/nan acacia tree widespread in N Africa and across 
Asia that yields gum arabic and tannins as well as fodder and timber [Per 
babul\ 

'baby fhayW n la(l) an extremely young child, esp an infant (2) an 
unborn child <iny ^ started kicking before / was 4 months pregnant^ (3) 
an extremely young animal b the youngest of a group 2 an infantile 
person 3 a person or thing for which one feels special respon.sibility or 
pride 4 a person; esp a girl, woman - slang, usu as a noun of address [ME. 
fr babe] - babyiah ad), babyhood /-hood/ n 
*baby adj very small <use mushrooms^ 

*baby vt to tend or indulge with often excessive or inappropnate care 
'baby .buggy /i 1 a lightweight foldable pushchair 2 b/Am a pram 
.baby 'grand n a small grand piano 

Babylonian /.babi'lohnyon, ‘ni-an/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant or the 
Akkadian language) of anaent Babylonia or Babylon [Babyhn, ancient 
city of Babyionia, ancient country of SW Asia] 

'baby-,mindar n chiefly Br a childminder for babies or preschool 
children - baby-mimliag n 

'baby-, alt w -it-; baby-sat to care for a child, usu for a short pcnod while 
the parents are out [back-formation fr baby-sitter] - baby-sitter n 
baby .talk n the imperfect speech used by or to small children 
baccalaureata /.baka'lawri-at/ n the academic degree of bachelor [ML 
baccaiaureatus, fr baccalaureus bachelor, alter of baccalanus] 
baccarat /bakarah, -•'-/ n a card game in which 3 hands are dealt and 
players may bet on either or both hands against the dealers [F bac- 
cara] 

bacchanal /*bak3nl/ n la a devotee of Bacchus; esp one who celebrates 
the Bacchanalia b a reveller 2 drunken revelry or carousal, bacchanalia 
[I. bacchanalis of Bacchus, fr Bacchus, god of wine, fr Gk Bakchos] - 

baccbanal adj 

bacchanalia /.baka'naylya/ n, pi bacchanalia 1 pi, cap a Roman festival* 
of Bacchus celebrated with dancing, song, and revelry 2 a drunken feast, 
an orgy [L, pi. fr neut pi of bacchanalis] - bacchanalian adj or n 
bacchante /bn'kanti/ n a priestess or female follower of Bacchus, a 
maenad [F, fr L bacchant-, bacchans, prp of,. bacchan to celebrate the 
festival of Bacchus] 

baccy /Imki/ n. chiefly Br tobacco - infml [by shortening & alter ] 
'bach /bakh/ n, NZ a simple dwellmg; esp a shack or chalet [prob short 
for bachelor] 

*bach /bahkh/ n, Welsh - used as a term of endearment, usu after a 
person's name <Aow are you Dai ^ [W, lit , little (one)] 

bachelor /bachab, 'bachb/ n 1 a recipient of what is usu the lowest 
degree conferred by a college or university <- of artsy 2a an unmarned 
man b a man past the usual age for marrying or one who seems unlikely 
to marry 3 a male animal (e g a fur seal) without a mate dunng breeding 
time [ME bacheJer, fr OF. prob fr ML baccalanus tenant fanner, squire, 
advanced student, of Celtic ongin; akin to IrGael bachlach shepherd, 
peasant, fr Olr bachall staff, fr L baculum] - bacbclordom n, bachelor- 
hood n 

'bachelor .girl n an unmarried girl or woman who lives indepen- 
dently 

bacillary /bo'sibri/ adj of or caused by bacilli [ML 9l NL bacillus] 
bacillus /b9*silas/ if, pi bacilli / -lie/ a usu rod-shaped bacterium; esp one 
that causes disease [NL, fr ML. small staff, rod, dim. of L baculus staff, 
alter, of baculum] 

'back /bak/ n la the rear part of the human body, esp from the neck to 
the end of the spine b the corresponding part of a quadruped or other 
lower animal 2a the side or surface behind the front or face; the rear part; 
also the farther or reverse side b sthg at or on the back for support <rAe 
^ of a chair) 3 (the position oO a primarily defensive player in some 
gai^ (e g soccer) [ME. fr OE baec; akin to OHG bah back] - backless 
adj > with one's back to the wall in a situation from which one cannot 
retreat and must either fight or be defeated 
*lMick adv la(l) to, towards, or at the rear <f/e one*s hair ~ > (2) away 
(e g from the sp^er) <$rand and give him air) b in or into the past 
or nearer the b^inning; ago <J years > c in or into a reclining position 
^ > d in or into a delayed or retarchKl condition <jer them ~ on the 
adiedtthy 2a to, towards, or in a place from which sby or sthg came (put 
if on the abeff) b to or towards a former state (thought ^ to his 


childhood) c in return or reply (nng me >^) - back and forth backwards 
and forwards repeatedly 

'back adj la at or in the back < ^ door) b distant from a central or mam 
area; remote < roads) c articulated at or towards the back of the oral 
passage 2 being in arrears <- pay) 3 not current number of a 
magazine) 

'back vt la to support by matenal or moral as-sistance - often up b to 
substantiate - often 4 up<^ up an argument with forceful illustrations) 
c(l) to countersign, endorse (2) to assume financial responsibility for 
an enterpnse) 2 to cause to go back or iii reverse 3a to provide with a 
back b to be at the back of 4 to place a bet on (e g a horse) ^ w 1 to 
move backwards 2 of the wind to shift anticlockwise - compare veer 3 
to have the back in the direction of sthg (my house -s onto the golf 
course) 

‘back, ache /-,ayk/ n a (dull persistent) pain m the back 
back away vi to move back (eg from a theoretical position); with- 
draw 

.back 'bench n any of the benches in Parliament on which rank and file 
members sit - usu pi - back-bencher n 
'back,bite /-.biet/ vb backbit /-.bit/, backbitten /-,bit(9)n/ to say mean 
or spiteful things about (sby) - backbiter n 

‘back.board /-.bawd/ n a rounded or rectangular board behind the 
basket on a basketball court 

.back 'boiler n, chiefly Br a domestic boiler fitted at the back of and 
heated by an esp coal or gas fire 

'backbone /-.bohn/ n 1 spinal roi umn 2a a chief mountain ndge, 
range, or system b the foundation or most substantial part of sthg 3 a 
firm and resolute character 

'backbreaking /-.brayking/ adj physically taxing or exhausting 
'backchat /-,chat/ n, chiefly Br impudent or argumentative talk made 
in reply, esp by a subordinate - infml 

'back.cioth /-.kloth/ n, Br la painted cloth hung across the rear of a 
stage 2 BACKGROUND la, 3 

'backcomb /-.kohm/ vt to comb (the hair) against the direction of 
growth starting with the short underlying hairs in order to produce a 
bouffant effect 

'backdate /-.dayt/ vt to apply (e g a pay nse) retrospectively - compare 

POST DATE 

back down vi to retreat from a commitment or position 
'backdrop /-.drop/ n a backcloth 

backer /'^ka/ n 1 one who supports, esp financially 2 Br one who has 
placed a bet [‘back 4 *-er] 

''backfire /-.fie a/ n a premature explosion in the cylinder or an explosion 
in the exhau.st system of an intenial-combustion engine 
'.back'fire vi 1 to make or undergo a backfire 2 to have the reverse of 
the desired or expected effect 

‘back-for.mation n the formation of a word by subtraction from an 
existing word; also a word so formed (e g burgle from burglar) 

'back, gammon /-.gaman/ n a board game played with dice and coun- 
ters in which each player tries to move his/her counters along the board 
and at the same time to block or capture his/her opponent’s counters 
[perh fr ^back ME gamcn, game game] 

'background /-.grownd/ n la the scenery or ground behind sthg b the 
part of a painting or photograph that depicts what lies behind objects in 
the foreground 2 an inconspicuous position (in the > 3a the conditions 
that form the setting within which sthg is expenenced b information 
essential to the understanding of a problem or situation c the total of a 
person’s experience, knowledge, and eduction 
'background .noiaa n intrusive sound fhat interferes with received or 
recorded electronic signals 

''back.hand /-.hand/ n 1 a stroke in tei^is, squash, etc made with the 
back of the hand turned in the direction of movement; also the side of the 
body on which this is made 2 handwnfUg whose strokes slant down- 
wards from left to right ' 

'backhand, backhanded /,-'-/ adv with a backhand 
'backhand vt to do, hit, or catch backhand 

.baOk'handad /-'handid/ adj 1 using dr made with a backhand 2 of 
wrhng being backhand 3 indirect, devious; esp sarcastic (a ^ compli- 
ment) - backbandedly adv 

'backhander /-.handa/ n 1 a backhanded blow or stroke 2 Br a 
backhanded remark 3 a bribe - infml 

backing /‘baking/ n 1 sthg forming a back 2a support, aid b endorse- 
ment 

'back.laah /-Jash/ n 1 a sudden violent backward movement or reaction 
2 a strong adverse reaction - backlaihcr n 
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'back, lift /-.lift/ n a backswing 

'back, log /-,log/ n I a reserve 2 an accumulation of tasks not performed, 
orders unfulfilled, or materials not processed [^back + log\ ong sense, 
large log of wood at back of fire] 

'back,most / .mohst/ adj farthest back 

'back ,number n sby or sthg that is out of date, esp an old issue of a 
penodical or newspaper 

.back of be'yond n a remote inaccessible place (an old house in 
the - > 

back off V/ BACK 1X)WN 

back out VI to withdraw, esp from a commitment or contest 
^'back.pack /-.pak/ n 1 a piece of equipment designed to be earned on 
the back while in use (an oxygen ^ for lunar exploration} 2 chiefly NAm 
a rucksack 

‘backpack vb, chiefly NAm to hike carrying (food, equipment, etc in) a 
backpack - backpacker n 
'back .passage n, chiefly Br the rectum - euph 
'back.pedal A.pcdl/ vi l to move backwards (e g in boxing) 2 to back 
down from or reverse a previous opinion or stand 
.back'room /-'roohm, -'nxim/ adj of or being a directing group that 
exercises its authonty in an inconspicuous and indirect way 
'back.scattering /-.skatanng/ n the scattenng of radiation backwards 
due to reflection from particles of the medium traversed 
back seat n an infenor position (won't take a ^ to anyone') 
.back-seat 'driver n a passenger in a motor car who offers unwanted 
advice to the dnver 
.back'side /-'sied/ n the buttocks 

'back,sight /-.siet/ n the sight nearest the eye on a firearm 
'back.slap /-.slap/ vi -pp- to display excessive cordiality or good fellow- 
ship backslapper n 

'backslide A, shed/ vi -slid /-.slid/, -slid, -slidden /-,slid(d)n/ to lapse 
morally or m the practice of religion - backslider n 
'back.space /-.spays/ vi to press a key on a typewriter which causes the 
carnage to move back I space 

back, spin /-.spin/ n spin of a ball with the part furthest from the ground 
turning in a direction opposite to that of the ball’s forward motion - 
compaie rt)i» shin 

'.back'stage /-'stayj/ adv 1 m or to a backstage area 2 in pnvate, 
secretly 

‘'back, stage adj 1 of or occurnng in the parts of a theatre that cannot 
be seen by the audtence 2 of the inner working or operation (e g of an 
organization) 

'backstairs A.steaz/ 1 secret, furtive <- political deals} 2 sordid, 
scandalous gossip} 

'back.Stay /-.stay/ji a stay extending aft from a masthead to the stem 
or side of a ship --f ship 

'backstitch /-.stich/ n a method of hand sewing in which each new 
stitch IS formed by inserting the needle a stitch length behind and bnnging 
It out a stitch length in front of the end of the previous stitch - 
backstitch vb 

'back,stop /-.stop/ n 1 sthg at the back serving as a stop 2 the catcher 
m baseball 

'backstreet /-.street/ adj made, done, or acting illegally or surrepti- 
tiously abortion} 

'backstroke /-.strohk/ n a swimming stroke executed on the back - 

backstroker n 

'back,swing /-.swing/ n the movement of a bat, arm. etc backwards to 
a position from which the forward or downward swing is made 
'backsword /-.sawd/ n a single-edged sword 
.back-to-'back n a 2-storey terraced house built with its back against the 
back of a parallel terrace 

.back to 'front adv l m such a way that the back and the front are 
reversed in position 2 thoroughly; insidf oin (learnt the Highway 
Code -> 

'backtrack /-.trak/ vi 1 to retrace a path or course 2 to reverse a 
position or stand 

'backup /-.up/ n 1 sby or sthg that serves as a substitute, auxiliary, or 
alternative 2 sby or sthg that gives support 

back up vt to support (sby). esp in argument or in playing a team game 
vi to back up a teammate 

'back veld, backvcldt Avelt, -felt/ n, SAfr a remote or culturally back- 
ward area - compare ddndu ['back 4 Afnk veld field] 

'backward /-wood/ adj la directed or turned backwards b done or 
executed backwards <a ^ somersault} 2 retarded in development 3 of 
or occupying a fielding position in cncket behind the batsman’s wicket 


bad 


V SPORI 4 chiefly NAm diffident, shy - backwardly adv, backward- 
ness n 

backwardation /,bakwoo'daysh(9)n/ n, Br a premium paid by a seller 
to a buyer of shares to postpone delivery until a future day of settlement 
compare contango [backward + -ation] 

'backwards, chiefly NAm backward adv 1 towards the back 2 with the 
back foremost 3 in a reverse direction, towards the beginning (say the 
alphabet ^ > 4 perfectly, by hfart (knows it all ->’} 5 towards the past 
6 towards a worse state - bend/fall/leaii over backwards to make extreme 
efforts, esp in order to please or conciliate 

'back.wash /-.wosh/ n la a backward movement in air, water, etc 
produced by a propelling force (e g the motion of oars) b the backward 
movement of a receding wave 2 a usu unwelcome consequence or 
by-product of an event, an aftermath 
'backwater /-.wawta/ n l a stagnant pool or inlet kept filled by the 
opposing current of a nver, broadly a body of water turned back in its 
course 2 a place or condition that is isolated or backward, esp intellec- 
tually 

'backwoods /-woodz/ n, pi but sing or pi in constr a remote or 
culturally backward area - usu ^ the ~ backwoodsman n 
bacon /'baykan/ n (the meat cut from) the cured and often smoked side 
of a pig MRAi [ME, fr MF. of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG bahho side 
of bacon, bah back] 

‘bacon .pig n a pig reared to produce a cenain proportion of lean meat 
to fat and suitable for use as bacon, gammon, and ham 
bacteraemia /.bakta'reemi a/ n the usu transient presence of micro- 
organisms, esp bactena, in the blood [NL, alter of bactenaemia, fr 
bacten- ^ -aemia (fr Gk aimia, fr haima blood)] 
bacteri- /baktian-/, bacterio- comb form bactena <bac- 
teria/> /bacteno/ysis> [NL bactenum] 
bacteria /bak'tianV pi of bactfrium 

bactericide /bak'tian,sied/ sthg that kills bactena - bnctericidnl 
/baktian'siedl/ adj, bactericidally adv 

bacteriology /bak.tian'olaji/ n 1 a science that deals with bactena 2 
bactenal life and phenomena fthe ^ of a water supply} [ISVJ - 
bacteriologist n, bacteriologic /-a'lojik/, bactenologictl adj, bacteriologi- 
cally adv 

bac.teri'olysis /-'obsis/ n destruction or dissolution of bacterial cells 
[NL] - bacteriolytic Aa'Iitik/ adj 

bac'teriophage /-d,fayj/ n any of vanous specific viruses that aiuck 
bactena [ISV] - bacteriopbagic /-.tian a'fajik/ adj, bacteriophagous 
A.tisri'afagDs/ adj, bacteriophagy A.tian'ofaji/ n 
bac,terio'sta8it /-oh'staysis/ n inhibition of the growth of bactena 
withoj. their destruction [NL] 

bacterium /bak’tian-am/ n, pi bacteria /-n a/ any of a group of 
microscopic organisms that live in soil, water, organic matter, or the 
bodies of plants and animals and are important to human beings because 
of their chemical cflects and because many of them cause diseases 
PI ANT [NL. fr Gk baktenon staff, akin to L baculum siafl] - bacterial 
adj, bacterially adv 

.Bactrian 'camel /'baktn an/ n camll lb [fr its habitat in Bactria, 
ancient country of SW Asia] 

'bad /bad/ adj worse /wuhs/, worst /wuhst/ la failing to reach an 
acceptable standard, poor, inadequate b unfavourable c no longer accept- 
able, because of decay or disrepair <- fish} (the house was in 
condition} 2a morally objectionable b mischievous, disobedient 3 
unskilful, incompetent - often + at (^ at crosswords} 4 disagreeable, 
unpleasant news} 5a injunous, harmful (smoking is ^ for your 
health} b worse than usual; severe (a ^ cold} 6 incorrect, faulty 
grammar} 7a suffenng pain or distress, unwell (he felt because of his 
cold} b unhealthy, diseased < ^ teeth} 8 sorry, unhappy (felt after 
slighting a fnend} 9 invalid, worthless (a cheque} (a ^ com} 10 of 
a debt not collectible [ME, perh fr OE baedde! hermaphrodite] - bad adv, 
badly adv, badness n - in someone's bad books out of favour with sby 
‘bad 12 an evil or unhappy state 
.bad 'blood n ill feeling; bitterness 

baddie, baddy /'badi/ n sby or sthg bad; esp an opponent of the hero (e g 
in fiction or the cinema) - infml 
bade /bed, bad/ past of bid 

badge /baj/ n 1 a device or token, esp of membership in a society or 
group 2 a charactenstic mark 3 an emblem awarded for a particular 
accomplishment [ME bage, bagge] - badge vt 
'badger /'baja/ n (the pelt or fur oO any of several sturdy burrowing 
nocturnal mammals widely distnbuted in the northern hemisphere [prob 
fr badge-, fr the white mark on its forehead] 
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^badger vt to harass or annoy persistently [fr the sport of baiting 
badgers] 

badinage /^di.nahzh, -nij/ n playful repartee: banter (F. fr bsdiner to 
jokej 

'badjands /-.landz/ n pi, chiefly NAm a barren region marked by 
extensive rock erosion and fantastic hill formations 
.bad 'lot n a disreputable or dishonest person 
.badly 'off Bdj in an unsatisfactory condition; esp not having enough 
money 

badminton /l>admint(3)n/ n a court game played with light 
long-handled rackets and a shuttle volleyed over a net [^dminton, estate 
in Gloucestershire, where it was first played] 

*baffla /bafl/ vt baffling /'bafling, *bafl ing/ to throw into puzzled 
confusion; perplex [prob alter of ME (Sc) hMwchillen to denounce, 
discredit publicly] - bafflement baffler /Ittfla/ n, bafflingly /'baflingli/ 

Mdv 

*baff la n 1 a device (e g a plate, wall, or screen) to deflect, check, or 
regulate flow (eg of a fluid or light) 2 a structure that reduces the 
exchange of sound waves between the front and back of a loudspeaker 
'baffling .wind n a light wind that frequently shifts from one point to 
another 

'bag /bag/ n la a usu flexible container for holding, stonng, or carrying 
sthg b a handbag or shoulder bag 2 sthg resembling a bag; esp a sagging 
in cloth 3a a quantity of game (permitted to be) taken b spoils, loot 4 
pi chiefly Br lots, masses - infinl <Aa5 ^s of moneys S a slovenly 
unattractive woman <5i//y old slang 6 a way of life - slang [ME 
bagge, fr ON baggi] - bagfbl n - bag and bagpige 1 with all one's 
belongings 2 entirely, wholesale - in the bag as good as achieved; already 
certain before the test - infmi 

*bag vb -gg- vi 1 to swell out, bulge 2 to hang loosely ^ vf 1 to cause to 
swell 2 to put into a bag 3a to take (animals) as game b to get possession 
of. seize; also to steal 

bagasM /bo'gas/ n the residue of sugarcane, grapes, etc left after a 
pr-iduct (e g juice) has been extracted [F] 

bagatalla /.baga'tel/ n 1 trifle 1 2 a game in which balls must be 
put into or through cups or arches at one end of an oblong table [F, fr 
It bagatteUa] 

bagal /l>ay^/ n a hard glazed ring-shaped bread roll [Yiddish beygel, 
deriv of OHG boug ring, akin to 0£ beag nng] 
baggaga /'bagij/ a 1 portable equipment, of a military force *2 
superfluous or useless things, ideas, or practices 3 NAm luggage, esp for 
travel by sea or air 4 a good-for-nothing woman; a pert girl - infml [ME 
bagage, fr MF, fr bague bundle; (4) prob modif of MF bagasse, fr OProv 
bagassa] 

baggy /Iwgi/ adj loose, puffed out, or hanging like a bag trousers} 

- bflggily adv, bagglBcsi n 

.bag of 'watara n the double-walled fluid-filled sac that encloses and 
protects the foetus in the womb and that breaks, releasing its fluid, dunng 
the birth process 

'bag.pipe /-.piep/ n a wind instrument consisting of a leather bag. mouth 
tube, chanter, and drone pipes - often pi with sing, meaning but sing, or 
pi in constr - bagpiper n 

baga /bagz/ n pi in constr, pi bags oxford bags 
baguatta /ba'get/ n 1 a small moulding like, but smaller than, the 
astragal 2 (a gem having) the shape of a long narrow rectangle 3 a long 
thin French loaf [F, lit., rod] 
bah /bah/ inter) - used to express disdain 

Baha'i /baliah-i/ n, pi Baha'is an adherent of a religious movement 
originating among Shia Muslims in Iran in the 19th c and emphasizing 
the spiritual unity of mankind [Per baha’i, lit., of glory, fr baha glory) 

- Baha'i adj, Bahalsn n. Bahaist n 

Bahaaa Indonaaia /bah'hahsa/ n a branch of the Austronesian lan- 
guage family of the E Indies that is the official language of Indonesia 
[Indonesian bahasa Indonesia, lit^^donesian language] 
baht /baht/ n, pi bahts, baht Thailand at nationality [Thai 
bat] 

'bail /bayl/ n 1 security deposited as a guarantee that sby temporarily 
freed from custody will return to stand trial 2 temporary release on bail 
3 one who provide bail [ME, custody, secunty for appearance, fr MF. 
custody, fr baillier to have in charge, deliver, fr ML bajulare to control, 
fr L. to carry a load, fr bajulus porter] 

*ball Kt 1 to deliver (property) in trust to another for a special purpose and 
lor a limited period 2 to release on bail 3 to procure the release of (a 
person in custody) by giving bail - often -i' our ((1) AF baillier, fr F, to 


deliver; (2. 3) 'ha/7] - bailable adj, bailee /.bay'lee/ n. bailment n, bailor 
/'bayla/ n 

'baii n 1 either of the 2 crosspieces that lie on the stumps to form the 
wicket in cricket sport 2 chiefly Br a device for confining or 
separating animals [ME bailie bailey, fr OF] 

*ball, Br also bale n a container used to remove water from a boat [ME 
bailie, fr MF, bucket, fr ML bajula water vessel, fr fern of L bajulus] 
"bail, Br also bale vt to clear (water) from a boat by collecting in a bail, 
bucket etc and throwing over the side - vi to parachute from an aircraft 
USE (vt A v!) usu 4 out - bailer /T)ayb/ n 
bailny /'bayli/ n (the space enclosed by) the outer wall of a . castle or any 
of several walls surrounding the keep - compare ward 1 church 
[ME bailli, fr OF bailie, bahe palisade, bailey] 

‘Bailey .bridge n a prefabneated bndge built from interchangeable 
latticed steel panels [Sir Donald Bailey hI901 E engineer] 
bailie /liayli/ n a Scottish municipal magistrate [ME] 
bailiff /'baylif/ /i 1 an official employed by a shenfT to serve writs, make 
arrests, etc 2 chiefly Br one who manages an estate or farm [ME baillif, 
bailie, fr OF baillif, fr bail custody, junsdiction - more at 'rail] - 
bailiffihip n 

bailiwick /l)ayliwik/ n the area of jurisdiction of a bailie or bailiff [ME 
baillifwik, fr baillif f wik dwelling place, village, fr OE w/c. akin to OHG 
wich dwelling place, town, both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed 
fr L vicus village - more at vicinity] 

bail out, Br also bale out vt to help from a predicament, release from 
difficulty 

bain-maria /banh ma'ree (Fr bf man)/ n a vessel of hot or boiling water 
into which another vessel, containing food, is placed, in order to cook or 
heat the food gently - compare double saucepan [F, fr MF, lit , bath 
(oO Mary] 

bairn /bean/ n, chiefly Scot A N Eng a child (ME hern, bam, fr OE beam 
& ON ham; akin to OHG ham child] 

'bait /bayt/ vt 1 to provoke, tease, or exasperate with unjust, nagging, or 
persistent remarks 2 to harass (e g a chained animal) with dogs, usu for 
sport 3 to provide with bait a hook} [ME baiien, fr ON beita, akin 
to OE battan to bail, bitan to bite] - baiter n 
"bait n la sthg used in lunng, esp to a hook or tmp b a poisonous material 
placed where it will be eaten by pests 2 a lure, temptation [ON beit 
pasturage & beita akin to OE bitan to bite] 
baiia /*biezah/ n Oman at nationality [coiloq Ar, fr Hindi 
paisa] 

baize /bayz/ n a woollen cloth, resembling felt, used chiefly for covenng 
and lining sthg (e g table tops or drawers) [MF baies, pi of baie baize, fr 
fern of bat bay-coloured] 

'baka /bayk/ vt 1 to cook (e g food) by dry heat, esp in an oven 2 to dry 
or harden by subjecting to heat ^ v/ 1 to cook food (c g bread and cakes) 
by baking 2 to become baked 3 to become extremely hot <77/ ha veto stop 
sunbathing, Tm baking) [ME baken, fr OE bacan, akin to OHG bahhan 
to bake, Gk phdgein to roast] - baker n 
"bake n, NAm a social gathenng at which (baked) food is served 
'bake.house /-.hows/ n a place for baking food, esp bread [ME 
bakhous, fr baken to bake + hous house] 

Bakalita /1>ayk9liet/ trademark - used for any of vanous synthetic resins 
and plastics 

.bakar'a 'dozen /'baykaz/ n thirteen [prob fr a former practice of selling 
13 loaves for 12 to guard against accusations of giving short weight] 
bakery /l>ayk(d)n/ n a place for baking or selling baked goods, esp bread 
and cakes 

'baking .powder /Tiayktng/ n a powdei^that consists of a bicarbonate 
and an acid substance used in place of yea^t as a raising agent in making 
scones, cakes, etc 

'baking ,aoda n sodium bicarbonate 

bakaheeah /'bak.sbeesh, - '-/ n, pi bakahfash money given as a tip [Per 
bakhshish, fr bakhshidan to give, akin to Gk phagein to eat, Skt bhajati 
he allots] 

baU^clava /.bab'klahva/, balaclava helmet n, often cagB a knitted 
pull-on hood that covers the ears, neck, and throat garment 
[Baluclava (now usu Balaklava), village in the Crimea, USSR, where a 
battle of the Crimean War was fought on 25 Oct 1854] 
balalaika /.bab'heka/ n a musical instrument of Russian origin, usu 
having 3 strings and a triangular body which is played by plucking 
[Russ] 

'balanca /Tialans/ n 1 an instrument for weighing: e g a a centrally- 
supported beam that has 2 scalepans of equal weight suspended from its 
ends b any device that measures weight and force 2 a counterbalancing 
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weight, force, or influence 3 stability produced by even distnhution of 
weight on each side of a vertical axis 4a equilibrium between contrasting, 
opposing, or interacting elements b equality between the totals of the 2 
sides of an account 5 an aesthetically pleasing integration of elements 6 
the ability to retain one’s physical equilibrium 7 the weight or force of 
one side in excess of another <t/ie — of the evidence lay on the side of 
the defendant 8* (a statement of) the difference between credits and 
debits in an account b sthg left over; a remainder c an amount in excess, 
esp on the credit side of an account 9 mental and emotional steadiness 
10 the point on the trigger side of a nfle at which the weight of the ends 
balance each other [ME, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL bilancia, fr LL biJanc-, 
biJanjc having two scalepans, fr L bi- » lane-, lanx plate, akin to OE eln 
ell] - balanced adj - in the balance in an uncertain critical position, with 
the fate or outcome about to be determined - on balance all things 
considered 

'balance vt la(l) to compute the difTcrencc between the debits and 
credits of (an account) (2) to pay the amount due on b to arrange so that 
one set of elements exactly equals another a mathematical equation} 
2a to counterbalance, offset b to equal or equalize in weight, number, or 
proportion 3 to compare the relative importance, value, force, or weight 
of; ponder 4 to bnng to a state or position of balance ^ w 1 to become 
balanced or established in balance <.sat balancing on the fence} 2 to be 
an equal counterpoise - often + with 3 to waver, hesitate <a mind that 
^ s and deliberates} ~ balancer n 

'balance .beam n (a gymnastic event using) a narrow horizontal 
wooden beam supported 1 2m (about 4ft) above the floor and used for 
balancing exercises 

.balance^ of 'payments n the difference over a period of time between 
a country’s payments to and receipts from abroad 
.balance of 'power n an equihbnum of power sufficient to prevent one 
nation from imposing its will upon another 
.balance of 'trade n the difference in value between a country’s imports 
and exports 

'balance .sheet n a statement of financial condition at a given date 
'balance .wheel n a wheel that regulates or stabilizes the motion of a 
mechanism (e g a watch or clock) 

Balante /ba'lahnt/ n, pi Balantes, esp collectively Balante a member, or 
the language, of a Negro people of ^negal and Angola [F, fr Balante 
Bulanda] 

bales /'balds/ n a gemstone consisting of a mixture of oxides of alu- 
minium. iron and manganese and having a pale rose-red or orange colour 
[ME, fr MF balais, fr Ar halakhsh, fr Balakhshsn, ancient region of 
Afghanistan] 

balata /bo'lahta/ n the dned juice of tropical American trees of the 
sapodilla family that is used as an alternative to gutta-percha, esp in 
belting and golf balls, also a tree yielding this [Sp, of Canban ongm, akin 
to Galibi balata] 

balboa /bal'boh a/ n Panama at nationai ity [Sp, fr Vasco Nunez 
de Balboa tl517 Sp explorer] 

balcony /'balkani/ n 1 a platform built out from the wall of a building 
and enclosed by a railing or low wall 2 a gallery inside a building (c g a 
theatre) [It balcone, fr Olt, scaffold, of Gmc ongm, akin to OHG balko 
beam - more at balk] - balconied adj 

bald /bawld/ adj la lacking a natural or usual covenng (e g of hair, 
vegetation, or nap) b having little or no tread tyres} 2 unadorned, 
undisguised </Ae -- truth} 3 of an animal marked with white, esp on the 
head or face [ME balled, akin to OE bxl fire, pyre, Dan baeldet bald. L 
fulica coot, Gk phalios having a white spot] - baldish adj, baldly adv, 
baldness n 

.bald 'eagle n an eagle of N Amenca that has a white head and neck 
when mature and eats fish and camon 

balderdash /’bawldadash/ n nonsense - often as a generalized 
expression of disagreement [ongm unknown] 

'bald-, faced adj, NAm barefaced 

baldie /liawldi/ n a bald person - usu as a noun of address; infml 
balding /1>awlding/ adj becoming bald 

baldric /'bawldrik/ n an often ornamented belt worn over one shoulder 
and across the body to support a sword, bugle, etc [ME baudry, 
baudnk] 

'bale /bayl/ n a large bundle of goods; specif a large closely pressed 
package of merchandise bound and usu wrapped for storage or transpor- 
tation [ME, fr OF, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG balla ball] - bale vt 
'bale n or vb, Br ‘ ’bail 

baleen /bo'leen/ n whalebone [ME baleine whale, baleen, fr L balaena 
whale, fr Gk phallaina; akin to Gk phalios penis - more at 'blow] 


ba.leen 'whale n wmalebonf whall 

baleful /'baylf(a)l/ adj 1 deadly or pernicious m influence 2 gloomily 
threatening [arch bale (evil, sorrow), fr ME, fr OE bealu] ■ balefully adv, 
balefulness n 

bale out vt, Br bah out 

'balk, chiefly Br baulk /bawlk, bawk/ n 1 a ndge of land left unploughed 

2 a roughly squared beam of timber 3 the area behind the balk lines on 
a billiard table [ME balke, fr OE baica, akin to OHG balko beam, L 
fulcire to prop, Gk phalanx log, phalanx] 

'balk, chiefly Br baulk vt to check or stop (as lO by an obstacle, hinder, 
thwart ^vi 1 to stop short and refuse to proceed <2 to refuse abruptly 

- often + at <i'^ed at the suggestion} - balker n 

balkan ize, -ise /'bawlkaniez/ vt, often cap to divide (e g a region) into 
smaller and often mutually hostile units [Balkan peninsula, SE Europe, 
fr the way in which this terntory has been divided into many small states] 

- balkanization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n, often cap 

'balk .line n any of 4 lines parallel to the cushions of a billiard table, specif 
the line at one end behind which the cue bails are placed at the start of 
many games 

'ball /bawl/ n 1 a round or roundish body or mass a a solid or hollow 
spherical or egg-shaped body used m a game or sport b a spherical or 
conical projectile, also projectiles used m firearms (jxiwderand ~ / c the 
rounded slightly raised fleshy area at the base of a thumb or big toe 2 a 
delivery or play of the ball m cncket, baseball, etc (hoveled by a good — > 

3 a game m which a ball is thrown, kicked, or struck, specif, NAm baseball 
4a a testis " usu pi, vulg b pi nonsense - often used mlerjectionally, vulg 
[ME bal, fr ON bollr, akin to OE bealluc testis, OHG balla ball, OE bula 
bull] - on the ball marked by being knowledgeable and competent, alert 

- mfml - start/set/keep the ball rolling to begm/contmue sthg 

'ball vb 1 to form or gather into a ball 2 to have sexual intercourse (with^ 

- vulg 

'ball n 1 a large formal gathenng for social dancing 2 a very pleasant 
expencnce, a gixxl time - mfml [F bal, fr OF. ft bailer to dance, fr LL 
ballare, fr Gk balli/ein. akin to Skt balbaliti he whirls] 
ballad /l>al9d/ n 1 a narrative composition m rhythmic verse suitable for 
singing 2 a (slow, romantic or sentimental) popular, esp narrative, song 
[ME halade song sung while dancing, song, fr MF, fr OProv balada dance, 
song sung while dancing, fr halar to dance, fr LL ballare] ~ baJJadic 
/.ba'ladik/ adj 

ballade /bs'lahd, ba-/ n a fixed verse form of usu 3 stanzas with recurrent 
rhymes, a short concluding verse, and an identical refrain for each part 
[ME balade, fr MF, ballad, ballade] 

,ball-and-'80Cket .joint n a joint (e g m the hip) m which a rounded 
,vit moves within a cuplike socket so as to allow free movement m many 
directions anatomy 

“ allast /'babst/ n la heavy matenal earned m a ship to improve stability 
l> heavy matenal that is earned on a balloon or airship to steady it and 
can be jettisoned to control the rale of descent 2 sthg that gives stability, 
esp in character or conduct 3 gravel or broken stone laid m a bed for 
railway lines or the lower layer of roads [prob fr LG, of Scand ongm, akin 
to Dan & Sw barlast ballast, akin to OE beer bare & to OE blaest 
load] 

'ballast vt 1 to steady or equip (as iQ with ballast 2 to fill m (e g a railway 
bed) with ballast 

.ball 'bearing n a beanng having minimal fnction m which hardened 
steel balls roll easily m a groove between a shaft and a suppoH; also any 
of the balls m such a beanng 

'ball ,boy, fern 'ball .girl n a tennis-court attendant who retneves balls for 
the players 

'ball .cock n an automatic valve (e g in a cistern) controlled by the nse 
and fall of a float at the end of a lever 

ballerina /.bab'rccna/ n a female, esp pnncipal, ballet dancer [It, fr 
ballare to dance, fr LL] 

ballet /7>alay; NAm also ba'lay/ n 1 (a group that performs) artistic 
dancing in which the graceful flowing movements are based on conven- 
tional positions and steps 2 a theatrical art form using ballet dancing, 
music, and scenery to convey a story, theme, or atmosphere [F, fr It 
balletto, dim of ballo dance, fr balleire] - balletic /ba'letik/ adj 
balletomane /7>alil»mayn, ba'letamayn/ n a devotee of ballet [ballet f 
-o- ^ -mane (fr mama)] - balletomania /.balita'maynya/ n 
ballista /ba'hsta/ n, pi balllstae an ancient military detice often in the 
form of a crossbow for hurling large missiles [L, fr (assumed) Gk 
ballistes, fr ballein to throw - more at devil] 
balliatic /ba'hstik/ 1 of ballistics 2 actuated by a sudden impulse (e g 
one due to an electnc discharge) [L ballista] - balllstically adv 
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ballistic 'missile n a mis.sile propelled and guided in ascent but falling 
freely in descent 

bal'llstics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the science dealing with the 
motion of projectiles in flight 2 (the study oO the individual character- 
istics of and finng processes in a firearm or cartndge 
'ball Joint n ball-and-socket joint 

.ball 'lightning n a rare form of lightning consisting of luminous balls 
that may move along solid objects or float in the air 
ballock /l>obk, 'bawbk/ n a bolfock 

'balloon /ba'Ioohn/ n I an envelope filled with hot air or a gas lighter 
than air so as to rise and float in the atmosphere 2 an inflatable usu 
brightly coloured rubber bag used as a toy 3 a line enclosing words spoken 
or thought by a character, esp in a cartoon [F ballon large football, 
balloon, fr It dial bal/one large football, aug of baila ball, of Gmc 
origin] 

‘balloon vt to inflate, distend ~ w 1 to ascend or travel in a balloon 2 
to swell or puff out; expand - often out 3 to increase rapidly 4 to travel 
in a high curving arc 

‘balloon adj relating to. resembling, or suggesting a balloon <a ^ 
sleeve) 

bal'loon .glass n, chiefly Br a short-stemmed drinking glass with a 
pear-shaped bowl, used esp for brandy 

ballooning /bo'loohnmg/ n the act or sport of nding in a balloon - 

ballooBiBt n 

bal'loon ,tyra n a large tyre that is inflated to low pressure to provide 
cushioning over rough surfaces 

'ballot A>aht/ u 1 (a sheet of paper, or ong a small ball, used in) secret 
voting 2 the right to vote 3 the number of votes cast [It ballotta, fr It 
dial., dim. of balla ball] 

‘ballot n to vote by ballot vt to ask for a vote from <//ie union ^ ed the 
members) - balloter n 

ballottement /ba'Iotmant/ n a sharp upward pushing with a finger to 
detect a floating object, esp as a test for pregnancy or a floating kidney 
[F, ht , act of tossing, shaking, fr ballotter to toss, fr MF baloter, fr balotte 
little ball, fr It dial ballotta] 

'ball .park n, NAm a park in which ball games, esp baseball, are played 

- in the ball park approximately correct - slang 

'ballpoint /-.poynt/. .ballpoint 'pen n a pen having as the wnting point 
a small rotating metal ball that inks itself by contact with an inner 
magazine 

.ballroom 'dancing /'bawlroohm, -room/ n 'a usu formal type of 
dancing done esp by couples for recreation, exhibition, or competition 
'balls’, Up, NAm ball-up n a state of muddled confusion caused by a 
mistake - slang 

balls up. NAm ball op vb to make or become badly muddled or confused 

- slang 

bally /TmIi/ adj or adv, Br 'bloody 4, ’blo(^dy - euph [euphemism] 
ballyhoo /.ball'hooh/ n, pi ballybooa 1 a noisy demonstration or talk 2 
flamboyant, exaggerated, or sensational advertising or propaganda [on- 
gin unknown] - ballyhoo vt 

balm /bahm/ n 1 an aromatic and medicinal resin 2 an aromatic 
preparation (e g a healing ointment) 3 any of vanous aromatic plants of 
the mint family 4 sthg that soothes, relieves, or heals physically or 
emotionally [ME basme, baume, fr OF, fr L balsamum balsam, fr Gk 
balsamon] 

.balm of 'Qllsad /'giliad/ 1 (a small evergreen African and Asian tree 
yielding) a fragrant oleoresin used esp in perfumery 2 either of 2 ppplars. 
a a hybrid northern tree with broad heart-shaped leaves b balsam 
POPLAR [Gilead, region of ancient Palestine known for its balm 
(Jer 8:22)] 

balmy /liahmi/ aefi la having the qualities of balm; soothing b mild 2 
barmy [(2) by alter.] - balmily adv, balmineas n 
baloney /ba'lohni/ n nonsense - often as a generalized expression of 
disagreement [perh alter, of bologna (sausage)] 
balae /'bawlsa, 'bolsa/ n (the strong very light wood oO a tropical 
American tree [Sp] 

balsam /1»al8(3)m, 'bol-/ o 1 (a preparation containing) an oily and 
resinous subtUnce flowing from vanous plants 2a any of several trees 
yielding balsam b any of a widely distributed genus of watery-juiced 
annual plants (e g touch-me-not) 3 balm 4 [L balsamum] - bahmmic 
/•'samik/ adj 

Jsalaam 'fir n a coniferous American tree from which Canada balsam is 
prepared 

.balsam 'poplar n a N American poplar that is often cultivated as a 
shade tree and yields balsam 


Balti /'bahlti, 'bawlti/ n a Tibeto-Durman language of N Ka.shmir 

Baltic /'bawltik, 'bol-/ adj 1 of the Baltic sea or Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Estonia 2 of a branch of the Indo-European languages containing 
Latvian, Lithuanian, and Old Prus.sian [ML (mare) balticum Baltic 
sea] 

BaltO-SlaVonic /.bawltoh, ,bol-/ n a subfamily of Indo-European 
languages consisting of the Baltic and the Slavonic branches 
baluster /'babsts/ n an upright rounded, square^r vase-shaped support 
(c g for the rail of a staircase balustrade) architecture [F 
balustre, fr It balaustro, fr balaustra wild pomegranate flower, fr L 
balaustium, fr Gk balaustion, fr its shape] 
balustrade /.bab'strayd, 'bab.strayd/ n a row of balusters topped by a 
rail, also a usu low parapet or barner [F, fr It balaustrata, fr balaus- 
tro] 

Bambara /bam'bahrs/ n, pi Bambaras, esp collectively Bambara a 
member, or the Mande language, of a Negroid people of the upper Niger 
language 

bambino /bam'beenoh/ n, pi bambinos, bambini /-ni/ a representation 
of the infant Christ [It, dim of bambo child] 

bamboo /bam'booh/ n, pi bamboos any of vanous chiefly tropical giant 
gra.sses including some with strong hollow stems used for building, 
furniture, or utensils [Malay bambu] - bamboo adj 
.bamboo 'curtain n, often cap B&Ca political, military, and ideological 
barner between China 4nd the capitalist world 

bamboozle /bam'boohzl/ vt to deceive by tnckcry [ongin unknown] - 

bamboozlement n 

'ban /ban/ vt -nn> to prohibit, esp by legal means or social pressure [ME 
bannen to summon, curse, fr OE hannan to summon, akin to OHG 
bannan to command, L fan to speak, Gk phanai to say, phone sound, 
voice] 

‘ban o 1 an ecclesiastical curse, excommunication 2 a legal or sixiai 
prohibition [ME (ong sense, summoning of vassals for military service), 
partly fr bannen & partly fr OF ban, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG bannan 
to command] 

‘ban n, pi bani Romania at nationality [Romanian] 
banal /ba'nahl/ adj lacking originality, freshness, or novelty, tnte, hack- 
neyed [F, fr MF, of compulsory feudal service, possessed in common, 
commonplace, fr ban] - banally adv, banality /bd'nabti/ n 
banana /ba'nahna/ n (a tropical tree that bears) an elongated usu 
tapenng fruit with soft pulpy flesh enclosed in a soft usu yellow nnd that 
grows in bunches reminiscent of the fingers of a hand [Sp or Pg, Sp, fr 
Pg. of Afncan ongin, akin to Woiof banana banana] 
ba'nana re, public n a small tropical country that is politically unstable 
and usu economically underdeveloped ~ derog [fr the dependence of some 
small tropical countnes on ihcir fruit-exporting trade] 
ba'nanas adj mad - infml (^call him that and he goes ) [prob fr banana 
oil (nonsense, insincere or mad talk)] 

'band /band/ n 1 a stnp or belt serving to join or hold things together 
2 a ring of clastic 3 a more or less well-defined range of wavelengths, 
frequencies, or energies of light waves, radio waves, sound waves, etc 4 
an elongated surface or section with parallel or roughly parallel sides 5 
a narrow strip serving chiefly as decoration: eg a a narrow stnp of 
matenal applied as tnmming to an article of dress h pi 2 cloth strips 
sometimes worn at the front of the neck as part of clencal, legal, or 
academic dress 6 a stnp distinguishable in gome way (e g by colour, 
texture, or composition) 1 Br a group of pupils assessed as being of 
broadly similar ability - compare stream [|4E bande stnp, fr MF, fr 
(assumed) VL binda, of Gmc origin; akin to (^G binta fillet; akin to OE 
bindan to bind] 

‘band vt l to fasten a band to or tic up with a band 2 to gather together 
for a purpose; unite 3 Br to divide (pupils) info bands ^ v/ 1 to unite for 
a common purpose; confederate - often + together ithey all '<-ed together 
to fight the enemy) 2 to divide pupils into bands - binder n 
‘band n sing or pi in constr a group of people, animals, or things; esp a 
group of musicians organized for ensemble playing and using chiefly 
woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments - compare orchestra 
[MF bande troop] 

'bandage /liandij/ n a strip of fabric used esp to dress and bind up 
wounds [MF. fr bande strip] 

‘bandage vt to bind, dress, or cover with a bandage - budiger n 
'Band-.AId trademark - used for a small adhesive plaster with a gauze 
pad 

bandanna, bandana /ban'dana/ n a large colourful patterned handker- 
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chief [Hindi badhnu tie-dyeing. tie-dyed cloth, fr badhna to tie, fr 
Skt badhnatt he ties, akin to OE bindan] 

'band, box /-.boks/ n a usu cylindncal box of cardboard or thin wood 
used esp for holding hats 

bandeau /'bandoh; NAm --/ n, pi bandeaux /'bandoh(7); NAm ban'- 
doh(z)/ a band of matenal worn round the head to keep the hair in place 
[F, dim of bande stnp] 
banded /'bandid/ adj marked with bands 

banderilla /.banda'reefOya/ n a decorated barbed dart thrust into the 
neck or shoulders of the bull in a bullfight [Sp, dim of bandera 
banner] 

banderillero /.bandareeCO'yearoh/ n, pi banderilleros one who thrusts 
in bandenllas in a bullfight [Sp, fr bandcnila] 

banderole, banderol /.banda'rohl/ n a long narrow forked flag or 
streamer [F banderole, fr It banderuola, dim of handlers banner, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to Goth handwo sign - more at bannkr] 
bandicoot /'oandikooht/ n 1 any of several very large distinctive rats 
of India and Ceylon 2 any of various small insect and plant-eating 
marsupial mammals of Australia, Tasmania, and New Guinea [Telugu 
pandikokku] 

bandit /'bandit/ /i. pi bandits also banditti /ban'deeti/ 1 an outlaw, esp 
a member of a band of marauders 2 a political terrorist [It bandilo, fr 
pp of bandire to banish, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG bannan to command 

- more at 'ban] - banditry n 

'band.leader /-.leeda/ n the director of a dance band 
'band, master /-.mahsta/ n a conductor of an esp military band 
bandolier, bandoleer /.banda'lia/ n a belt worn over the shoulder and 
across the chest with pockets or loops for cartridges [MF bandouhere, 
denv of OSp bando band, of Gmc ongin, akin to Goth bandwo sign] 
'band .saw n a power saw having an endless steel blade running over 
pulleys 

'bandsman /-man/ n a member of a musical band 
'band.stand /-.stand/ n a usu roofed stand or platform for a band to 
perform on outdoors 

'band, wagon /-.wagan/ n a party, faction, or cause that attracts adher- 
ents by Its timeliness, momentum, etc ['hand *■ wa^on] - Jump/climb on 
the bandwagon to attach oneself to a successful cause or enterpnse in the 
hope of personal gam 

'band, width /-.width/ n the range of frequencies within which an 
electrical device (e g an amplifier) operates acceptably 
'bandy /'bandi/ vt 1 to exchange (words) in an argumentative, careless, 
or lighthearted manner 2 to use in a glib or oflband manner - often + 
about [prob fr MF bander to be tight, to hit to and fro. fr bande strip - 
more at 'band] 

^bandy n a game similar to ice hockey played esp in the Baltic countnes 
[perh fr MF bande, pp ol bander] 

^bBf\dy adj 1 o/Zegs bowed 2 bowlegged [prob fr ba/idy’ (hockey stick)] 

- bandy-legged /'legid/ adj 

bane /bayn/ n 1 poison - esp in combination <rarsbane> 2 a cause of 
death, rum. or trouble [ME, fr OE hana, akin to OHG bano death, Av 
banta ill] - baneful adj 

'bang /bang/ vt 1 to strike sharply, bump <Ze// and ^cd his knee} 2 to 
knock, beat, or stnke hard, often with a sharp noise 3 to have sexual 
intercourse with - vulg ^ w 1 to stnke with a sharp noise or thump {the 
falling chair ^ed against the waif) 2 to produce a sharp often explosive 
noise or noises [prob of Scand ongin; akin to IccI banga to hammer] 
‘bang n 1 a resounding blow, a thump 2 a sudden loud noise - often used 
interject tonally 3 a quick burst of energy {start olTwith a — > 4 an act 
of sexual intercourse - vulg 

‘bang adv 1 right, directly 2 exactly {arnved ^ on 6 o’clock} USE 
infml 

*bang n a short squarely-cut fnnge of hair - usu pi with sing meaning 
[prob short for bangtail (short tail)] 

banger /'bang-a/ n, Br la firework that explodes with a loud bang 2 
a sausage 3 an old usu dilapidated car USE (2<£J) infml ['bang 
f '-erJ 

Bangladeshi /.bang-glt'deshi/ adj (characteristic) of Bangladesh 
[Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan), country of S Asia] 
bangle /1>ang>gl/ n a rigid usu ornamental bracelet or anklet slipped or 
clasped on [Hindi ba-ngli] 

,bang-on adj or adv, Brpxsx what is needed; first-rate - infml 
bang up vt, chiefly Br to raise {to bang up an executive's salary} - infml 

banian /banyan/ n a banyan 

banish /"banish/ vt 1 to require by authority to leave a place, esp a 


country 2 to dispel [ME banishen, fr MF bantss-, stem of banir, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OHG bannan to command - more at 'ban] - baaisher n, 
banishment n 

banister also bannister /'banista/ n a handrail with its upnght supports 
guarding the edge of a staircase - often pi with sing, meaning [alter of 
baluster] 

banjo /'banjoh, -'-/ n, pi banjos also baidoes a stnnged instrument with 
a drumlike body that is strummed with the fingers [prob of African 
ongin. akin to Kimbundu tnbama, a similar instrument] - baajoiat n 
'bank /bangk/ n la a mound, pile, or ndge (e g of earth or snow) b a 
piled up mass of cloud or fog c an undersea elevation rising esp from the 
continental shelf 2 the rising ground bordenng a lake or river or forming 
the edge of a cut or hollow 3 the lateral inward tilt of a surface along a 
curve or of a vehicle when following a curved path [ME, prob of Scand 
origin, akin to ON bakkt bank; akin to OE bene bench - more at 

BtNCIl] 

‘bank vt 1 to surround with a bank 2 to keep up to ensure slow burning 
3 to build (a road or railway) with the outer edge of a curve higher than 
the inner — vi 1 to nse in or form a bank - often ^ up 2a to incline an 
aircraft laterally when turning b(l) of an aircraft to incline laterally (2) 
to follow a curve or incline, specif in racing 
‘bank n 1 a bench for the rowers of a galley 2 a row of keys on an 
alphabetic keyboard (c g of a typewnter) [ME, fr OF banc bench, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OE bene] 

*bank n 1 an establishment for the custody, loan, exchange, or issue of 
money and for the transmission of funds 2 a person conducting a 
gambling house or game, specif \he banker in a game of cards 3 a supply 
of sthg held in reserve eg a the money, chips, etc held by the bank or 
banker for use in a gambling game b the pool of pieces belonging to a 
game (e g dominoes) from which the players draw 4 a place where data. ^ 
human organs, etc are held available for use when nenled [ME, fr MF 
or Olt, MF banque. fr Olt banca, lit , bench, of Gmc ongin. akin to OE 
bene] 

‘bank vi to deposit money or have an account in a bank {where do you 
'^\t to deposit in a bank - bank on to depend or rely on; 

COl'Nl ON 

bankable /’bangkabl/ adj acceptable to or at a bank 
'bankbook /-.book/ n the depositor’s book in which a bank enters a 
record of his/her account 

'banker /’bangka/ n I one who engages in the business of banking 2 the 
player who keeps the hank in vanous games 
‘banker n a man or boat employed in the cod fishery on the Newfound- 
land banks 

'banker's .card n. Br chfquf card 

.bank 'holiday n 1 often cap BAH a public holiday in the Bntish Isles 
on which banks and most businesses are closed by law 2 NAm a penod 
when banks are closed often by government fiat 
banking /'bangking/ n the business of a bank or a banker 
'bank .note n a promissory note issued by a bank, payable to the bearer 
on demand without interest, and acceptable a.s money 
'bankrupt /'bangkrupt/ n la an insolvent person whose estate is admin- 
istered under the bankruptcy laws for the benefit of his/her creditors b 
one who becomes insolvent 2 one who is destitute of a usu speafied 
quality or thing <a moral ^ > [modif of MF & Olt; MF bangueroute 
bankruptcy, fr Olt bancarotta, fr banca bank ^ rvtta broken, fr L rupta, 
fern of ruptus, pp of rumpere to break - more at 'bank, bereave] 
‘bankrupt vt 1 to reduce to bankruptcy 2 to impoverish 
‘bankrupt adj 1 reduced to a state of financial min, specif legally 
declared a bankmpt 2b broken, ruined {a professional career) b 
destitute - v of or in 

bankruptcy /"bangk, rupsi/ n 1 being bankmpt 2 utter failure, impovCT- 
ishment, or destitution 

banner /'bana/ n la a usu square flag bearing heraldic arms; broadly 
*M Au 1 b an ensign displaying a distinctive (X symbolic device or legend; 
esp one presented as an award of honour or distinction 2 a headline in 
large type mnmng across a newspaper page 3 a stnp of cloth on which 
a sign IS painted 4 a name, slogan, or goal assoaated with a particular 
group or ideology [ME banere, fr OF, of Gmc origin; akin to Goth 
bandwo sign, akin to ON benda to give a sign] 
banneret also bannerette /.bana'ret/ n a small banner [ME baneret, fr 
OF, fr banere] 

bannerol /.bana'rohl/ n a banderole [MF, var of bandero/e] 
bannister /bamsta/ n a banister 

bannock /"banak/ n a usu unleavened flat bread or biscuit made with 
oatmeal or barley meal [ME bannok, prob fr ScGael bannach] 
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banns /banz/ ji pi the public announcement, esp in church, of a proposed 
marriage • chiefly in publish/read the banns [pi of bann, fr ME ^nc, ban 
proclamation, ban] 

'banquat /Inuigkwit/ n an elaborate ceremonial meal for numerous 
people often in honour of a person, a feast [MF, fr Olt banchetto, fr dim. 
of hanct bench, bank] 

*banqiiat vb to provide with or partake of a banquet - banqueter n 
banquatta /bang'ket (Fr bokrt)/ /i 1 a raised step along the inside of 
a parapet or trench for soldiers or guns 2 a built-in upholstered bench 
along a wall [F, fr Prov bangueta, dim. of banc bench, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OE bene bench] 

banshaa /7>anshee also •'•/ n a female spirit in Gaelic folklore whose 
wailing warns of approaching death in a household [ScGael bean-sitht fr 
or akin to Olr ben side woman of fairyland] 

'bantam /^nt(3)m/ n any of numerous small domestic fowl [Bantans, 
former residency in Java] 

’bantam adj small, diminutive 

'bantam, walght /-.wayt/ n a boxer who weighs not more than 8st 61b 
(about 53.Skg) if professional or more than SI kg (about 8st) but not more 
than 54kg (about 8st 71b) if amateur 

'bantar /'banta/ vi to spenk or act playfully or wittily [origin unknown] 

- bantarer n. bantaringly adv 
’bantar n good-natured repartee; badmage 

banting /^banting/ n, archatc a method of reducing a person's weight 
based on a low carbohydrate and fat intake [William ^ting tl878 E 
undertaker St wnter on dieung] 

Bantu /'bantooh, also -'-/ n, pi Bantus, esp collectively Bantu 1 a 
member of a group of Negroid peoples inhabiting equatonal and southern 
Africa 2 a group of African languages spoken generally at and south of 
the Equator language 

bantuatan /.bantooh'stan, -'stahn/ n, often cap an all-black panially 
self-governing enclave in the Republic of S Afnca [Bantu + -stan land 
(as in Hindustan)] 

banyan /Imnyan/ n an Indian tree of the fig family with branches that 
send out shoots which grow down to the soil and root to form secondary 
trunks [earlier banyan (Hindu merchant), fr Hmdi baniya, fr a banyan 
pagoda erected under a tree of the species in Iran] 
baniai Aian'zie/ n - used as a Japanese cheer or battle cry [Jap, lit., 
10,000 years] 

baobab /liayob.bab, 'bayo-, 'bow.bab/ n a broad-trunked Old World 
tropical tree with an edible acid fruit resembbng.a gourd and bark used 
in making paper, cloth, and rope [prob native name in Africa] 
bap /bap/ n a soft thm-crusted usu flour-dusted bread roil that may be 
of various shapes and sizes according to regional custom [origin 
unknown] 

baptiam /lHiptiz(3)in/ n 1 the ntual use of water for punflcation, esp 
in the Christian sacrament of admission to the church 2 an act, expen- 
ence, or ordeal by which one is punfied, sanctified, initiated, or named 

- bapciiaal /-'tizmal/ adj, baptlamally adv 
baptiamal name /bap'tizmal/ n Christian name 1 

baptiam of lira n an imtial expenence (c g a soldier’s first battle) that 
is a severe ordeal [orig sense fr trans of LGk baptisma pyros, a spmtual 
baptiam by gift of the Holy Spirit; now usu taken to refer to artillery 
fire] 

baptlat /'baptist/ n 1 one who baptizes 2 cap a member of a Protestant 
denomination which reserves baptism to full believers - Baptist adj 
baptiatary, bapdstry /liaptiatn/ n a part of a church or formerly a 
separate building used for teptism 

bapt-iza, -ise /bap'tiez, '-/ vr 1 to admmister baptism to 2a to punfy 
or cleanse spintually, esp by a purging experience or ordeal b to initiate, 
launch 3 to give a name to (as iO at baptism; christen -- vi to administer 
baptism [ME baptizen, ft OF baptiser, fr LL baptizare, ft Gk baptizein 
to dip, baptize, fr baptoe dipped, fr baptein to dip; akin to ON kafa to dive] 

- hipllaer a 

'bar /bah/ n la a straight piece (e g of wood or metal), that is longer than 
it IS wide and has any of various uses (e g as a lever, support, barrier, or 
fastening) b a solid piece or block of material that is usu rectangular and 
considerably longer than it is wide e a usu rigid piece (e g of wood or 
metal) longer than it is wide that is used as a handle or support; specif 
a barre 2 sthg that obstructs or prevents passage, progress, or action: e g 
• the extinction of a claim in law b an intangible or nonphysical 
impediment c a submerged or partly submerged bank (e g of sand) along 
a shore or in a river, often obstructing navigation 3a *dock; also the 
railiiif that encloset the dock b often cap (1) sing or pi in constr the 
whole body of barriiteri (2) the profession of barrister e a barrier beyond 


which nonmembers of Parluunent may not pass 4 a straight stripe, band, 
or line much longer than it is wide, eg a any of 2 or more horizontal 
stripes on a heraldic shield b stripe 2 c a stnp of metal attached to a 
military medal to indicate an additional award of the medal 5a(l) a 
counter at which food or esp alcoholic dnnks are served (2) a room or 
establishment whose mam feature is a bar for the servmg of alcoholic 
dnnks b a place where goods, esp a specified commodity, are sold or 
served across a counter (a shoe ~ > 6 (a group of musical notes and rests 
that add up to ajjr^nbed time value, bounded on each side on the staff 
by) a bar line music 7 a small loop or crosspiece of oversewn 
threads used, esp on garments, as a fastening (e g for a hook), for joinmg, 
or for strengthening sthg [ME barre, fr OF] 

’bar vt -IT- la to fasten with a bar b to place bars across to prevent 
movement in, out, or through 2 to mark with stripes 3a to shut in or out 
(as if) by bars b to set aside the possibility of; rule out 4a to interpose 
legal objection to b to prevent, forbid <iio holds ^ red) 

’bar prep except 

*bar adv, of odds m betting being offered for all the unnamed competitors 
<20 to I 

’bar n a unit of pressure equal to 100,000N/m’ (about 14 51b/in0 
UNIT [G, fr Gk baros] 

bar-, baro- comb form weight, pressure <baro/nerer> [Gk baros; akin to 
Gk barys heavy - more at grieve] 

'barb /bahb/ n la a sharp projection extending backwards from the point 
of an arrow, fishhook, etc. and preventing easy extraction b a biting or 
pointedly critical^emark or comment 2 any of the side branches of the 
shaft of a feather anatomy 3 a plant hair or bristle ending in a hook 
[ME barbe barb, beard, fr MF, fr L barba - more at beard] 

’barb vt to provide (e g an arrow) with a barb 
’barb n any of a northern African breed of horses that arc noted for speed 
and endurance and are related to Arabs [F barbe, ft It barbero, ft barbero 
of Barbary, ft Barbena Barbary. coastal region in Afnca] 
barbarian /bah'bearian/ adj 1 ofa land, culture, or people alien and usu 
believed to be infenor to and more savage than one’s own 2 lacking 
refinement, learning, or artistic or literary culture [L barbarus] - bar- 
barian n, barbarfanism n 

barbaric /bah'bank/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of barbanans. esp uncivilized 
2 savage, barbarous - barbarically adv 

barbarism /’bBhb3,nz(a)m/ n 1 (use oO a word or action unacceptable 
by contemporary standards; also the practice or display of barbanan 
ideas, acts, or attitudes 2 a barbanan or barbarous social or intellectual 
condition; backwardness 

barbarity /bah'bar^ti/ n 1 barbansm 2 (an act or instance oO barbarous 
cruelty; inhumanity 

barbar-izo, -lac /1)ahbanez/ vb to make or become barbarous - barbari- 
zation /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

barbarous /*bahb(a)Tx/ adj 1 uncivilized 2 lacking culture or refine- 
ment 3 mercilessly harsh or cruel [L barbarus, fr Gk barbaros foreign, 
ignorant] - barbarously adv, barbarousness n 

.Barbary 'apa /'bahban/ n a tailless monkey of N Africa and Gibraltar 
[Barbaiy, region of Afnca] 

'barbacua /Wibi.kyooh/ n 1 a (portable) fireplace over which meat and 
fish are roasted 2 meat roasted over an open fire or barbecue pit 3 a social 
gathenng, esp in the open air, at which barbecued food is served [AmerSp 
barbacoa, prob fr Tamo] 

’barbacua vt to roast or gnll on a rack over hot coals or on a revolving 
spit in front of or over a source of cooking heat, esp an open fire - 
barbecuer n 

barbad /bahbd/ adj I having barbs 2 c|aracterized by pointed and 
biting cnticism - barbedness n ^ 

.barbad 'wira n twisted wires armed at iiflervals with sharp points 
'barbal /l>ahbl/ n a European freshwater fidt with 4 barbels on its upper 
jaw [ME, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL barbelluS, dim. of L barbus barbel, fr 
barba beard - more at beard] 

’barbal n a slender tactile projecting organ on the lips of certain fishes (e g 
catfish) used in locating food [obs F, ft MF, dim. of barbe bub, 
beard] 

barbdil /l>ab,bel/ n a bar with adjustable weighted discs attached to each 
end that is used for exercise and in weight lifting 
barbar /^babba/ n sby, esp a man, whose occupation is cutting and 
dressing men’s hair and shaving [ME. fr MF barbeor, ft barbe beard, ft 
L barbs] - barber vb 

barbarry /l>ahb(3)ri, -.beri/ n any of a genus of shrubs having spines, 
yellow flowers, and oval red berries [by folk etymology fr ME barbere, 
fr MF barbann, fr Ar barbaris] 
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'barbershop /-.shop/ n unaccompanied vocal harmonizing of popular 
songs, esp by a male quartet [fr former custom of men in barbershops 
forming quartets for impromptu singing] 

barber's pole n a red and white striped pole fixed to the front of a 
barber’s shop 

barbette /bah'bet/ n 1 a mound of earth or a protected platform from 
which guns fire over a parapet 2 the armour protection of a turret on a 
warship [F, dim of barbe headdress] 

barbican /bahbikan/ n an outer def^ensivc work, esp a tower at a gate 
or bridge [ME, fr OF barbacane, fr ML harbacana] 
barbital /'bahbi.tal/ n, NAm barbitone [barbirunc + -al (as in Ver- 
onal)] 

barbitone /'hahbi.tohn/ n, Br a barbiturate that is a hypnotic formerly 
much used in sleeping pills [barbifunc + -one] 
barbiturate /bah'bityoorst/ n 1 a salt or ester of barbituric acid 2 any 
of several derivatives of barbitunc acid (c g thiopentone and phenobarbi- 
tone) that are used esp in the treatment of epilepsy and were formerly 
much used in sleeping pills 

.barbi.turic 'acid /.hahbi'tyooank/ n an acid used in the manufacture 
of barbiturate drugs and plastics [part trans of G barbitursaurc, irreg fr 
the name Barbara + ISV unc 4 G saure acid] 
barbule /'bah^yoohl/ n any of the small outgrowths that fnnge the barbs 
of a feather anatomy [L barbula little beard] 
barcarole, barcarolle /,bahk.Vrohl/ n (music imitating) a Venetian boat 
song with a beat suggesting a rowing rhythm [F barcarolle, fr It 
barcarola, fr barcarolo gondolier, fr barca barque, fr LL] 

'bard /bahd/ n I shy, specif a Celtic poet-singer, who composed, sang, or 
recited v,;f«ps on heroes and their deeds 2 a poet, specif one recogni7x*d 
or honoured at an eisteddfod 3 cap - used as an epithet for Shakespeare. 

♦ the [ME, fr ScGael & Mir, akin to W bardd poet] - bardic adj 
’bard, barde n a stnp of pork fat. bacon, etc for covenng lean meat before 
roasting [MF barde armour or ornamental covering for a horse, fr OSp 
harda, fr Ar barda'ah] - bard vt 

bardolatry /bah'dobtn/ n idolatry of Shakespeare [Bard (of Anm), 
epithet of William Shakespeare tl 616 E poet & dramatist 4 idolatry] - 
bardolater n 

'bare /bea/ adj 1 lacking a natural, usual, or appropnate covering, esp 
clothing 2 open to view, exposed - often in lay bare 3 a unfurnished, 
empty (the cupboard was ^ > b destitute of 4 a having nothing left over 
or added, scant, mere <//?e ^ necessities} b undisguised, unadorned it he 
^ facts} [ME, fr OE bxr, akin to OHG bar naked, Lith basas barefoot] 

- bareness n 

’bare vt to make or lay bare, uncover, reveal 

'bare, back /-.bak/, 'bare, backed adv or adj on the bare back of a horse 
without a saddle 

bare bones n pi the barest essentials, facts, or elements 
.bare'faced /-'f^ayst/ ady lacking scruples, shameless ['hart -iaced] 

- barefacedly /-'faystli, -'faysidli/ adv, barefacedness n 
'bare.foot /-,fot)t/, barefooted /-'footid/ adv or adj without shoes, socks. 

stockings, etc, with the feet bare 

barefoot doctor n a villager, esp in Asia, who has been given some 
medical training and who is the first person consulted by sick people in 
his/her community 

,bare-'handed adv or adj 1 without gloves 2 without tools or weapons 
(fight an animal ^ } 

.bare'headed /-'hedid/ adv or adj without a covering for the head 

bareheadedness n 

barely /'bcali/ adv 1 scarcely, hardly 2 in a meagre manner; scantily <a 
^ furnished room} 

'bargain /“bshgan/ n 1 an agreement between parties concerning the 
terms of a transaction between them or the course of action each pursues 
in respect to the other 2 an advantageous purchase 3 a transaction, 
situation, or event regarded in the light of its good or bad results (make 
the best of a bad ~} - Into the bargain also 
’bargain vi 1 to negotiate over the terms of a purchase, agreement, or 
contract 2 to come to terms; agree [ME bargainen, fr MF bargaigmer, 
of Gmc ongin; akin to OF borgian to borrow] - bargainer n - bargain for 
to be at all prepared for; fxpect 2a 

'bargain .baaemant n a section of a shop where merchandise is sold 
at reduced pnees 

'barge /bahj/ n la a flat-bottomed boat used chiefly for the transport of 
goods on inland waterways or between ships and the shore; also narrow 
BOAT b a flat-bottomed coastal sailing vessel with leeboards instead of a 
keel 2a a large naval motorboat used by flag officers b an ornate carved 
vessel used on ceremonial occasions [ME, fr OF, fr LL barca] 


’barge vi 1 to move in a headlong or clumsy fashion 2 to intrude in or 
into [fr the slow heavy motion of a barge] 

'barge, board /-.bawd/ n an often oniamentcd board attached to the 
sloping edge of a gabled roof — jT ARCunhcruRi- [ongin unknown] 
bargee /bah'jee/ n, Br sby who works on a barge 
barilla /ba'nh/ n either of 2 European saltworts or a related Algenan 
plant [Sp barnlla] 

baritone /'bantohn/ n 1 (a person with) a male singing voice between 
bass and tenor 2 a member of a family of instruments having a range next 
below that of the tenor [F baryton or It bantono, fr Gk baryronos deep 
sounding, fr barys heavy 4 tonos tone - more at grievp] - baritone adj. 
baritonal /-'lohnl/ adj 

barium /'beon am/ n a soft bivalent metallic element of the alkaline-earth 
group PERIODIC TAHi F [NL, fr bar-] - baric fhank/ ad) 
barium meal n a solution of banum sulphate swallowed by a patient to 
make the stomach or intestines visible in X-ray pictures 
'bark /bahk/ v/ 1 to make (a sound similar to) the short loud cry 
characteristic of a dog 2 to speak in a curt. loud, and usu angry tone, snap 
■^vt to utter in a curt, loud, and usu angry lone [ME berken, fr OE 
beorcan\ akin to ON berkja to bark. Lith burgeti to growl] - barker n - 
bark up the wrong tree to proceed under a misapprehension 
’bark n 1 (a sound similar to) the sound made by a barking dog 2 a short 
sharp peremptory utterance - barkless adj 
’bark n the tough exterior covenng of a woixly root or stem [ME, fr ON 
bark-, bi^rkr, akin to MD & MLG borke bark] - barkless adj 
«bark vt to abrade the skin of 

’bark n 1 NAm a barque 2 a boat - poetic [ME, fr MF barque, fr OProv 
barca. fr LL] 

'bark .beetle n any of several beetles that bore under the bark of trees 
both as larva and adult 

'barkeeper /-.keepa/, barkeep /-.keep/ n, NAm a barman 
barley /'bahli/ n a widely cultivated cereal grass whose seed is used to 
make malt and m foods (e g breakfast cereals and soups) and stock feeds 
[ME barly, fr OE bterlic of barley, akin to OE here barley, L far 
spelt] 

.barley 'wine n a strong ale 

'bar .line n a vertical line across a musical stafT before the first beat of 
a bar ml sit 

barm /bahm/ n yeast formed during the fermenting of beer [ME berme, 
fr OE beorma, akin to L fermentum yeast, fervere to boil - more at 
•Bi rn] 

barman /-man/, fern 'barmaid /-.mayd/ n one who serves dnnks in a 
^.lr 

bar mitzvah /.bah 'mitsva/ n, often cap B&M (the initiatory ceremony 
oO a Jewish youth of 1.1 who assumes adult religious duties and respon- 
sibilities [Heb bar miswah, lit . son of the (divine) law] 
barmy /bahmi/ adj 1 frothy with barm 2 slightly mad, foolish - 
infml 

barn /bahn/ n 1 a usu large farm building for storage, esp of feed, cereal 
products, etc 2 an unusually large and usu bare building <a great ^ of 
a house} [ME bem, fr OE beraem, fr here barley 4 xm place] - bamy 
adj 

barnacle /'bahnaki/ n any of numerous manne crustaceans that are 
free-swimming as larvae but fixed to rocks or floating objects as adults (fr 
former belief that the barnacle (goose) was generated from this crus- 
tacean] - barnacled adj 

'barnacle .goose n a European goose that breeds in the arctic [ME 
bamakiUe, alter of beniake, fr ML bemaca] 

'barn .dance n a type of country dance, esp a round dance or a square 
dance with called instructions; also a social gathenng for such dances 
.barn 'door n a movable flap on a (theatre) light used to control the shape 
of the beam 

barney /'bahm/ w or n, Br (to engage in) a quarrel or row - infml [perh 
fr the name Barney] 

'barn .owl n a widely distnbuted owl that nests esp m bams and other 
buildings 

'barn, storm /-.stawm/ vb, chiefly NAm vi 1 to tour in theatneal 
performances 2 to pilot an aeroplane on sightseeing flights or in exhibi- 
tion stunts, esp in rural distncts vt to travel across while barnstorming 
[bam 4 ^storm\ fr itinerant actors performing in bams] - barn- 
stormer n 

'barn.yard /-.yahd/ n a farmyard 
baro- - see bar- 

barograph / 1 >ara,grahf, -.graf/ ii a recording barometer [ISV] - bnro- 
graphic /-'grafik/ adj 
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barometer /bo'romitd/ /? 1 an instrument for determining the pressure 
of the atmosphere and hence for assisting in predicting the weather or 
measunng the height of an ascent 2 sthg that serves to register fluctu- 
ations (e g in public opinion) - barometry n, barometric /.bara'metnk/. 
barometrical adj, baroinetricaJly adv 

baron /%ann/ n la a feudal tenant holding his rights and title by 
military or other honourable service directly from a sovereign ruler b a 
lord of the realm 2a a member of the lowest rank of the peerage in Britain 
b a European nobleman 3 a man of great power or mfluence in a specified 
field of activity 4 a joint of meat consisting of 2 loins or sirloins joined 
by the backbone <a of beef) [ME, fr OF, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG 

baro freeman: (4) prob fr punning strhm as *Sir Loin'J 
baronage /'baranij/ n nobility 2 

baroneaa /.bara'nes/ n 1 the wife or widow of a baron 2 a woman 
having in her own nght the rank of a baron 

baronet /.bara'net, 'baranit/ n the holder of a rank of honour below a 
baron and above a knight 

baronetage /'baranatij/ n the whole body of baronets 
baronetcy /^ranatsi/ n the rank of a baronet 
baronial /ba'rohm-al/ adj 1 of or befitting a baron or the baronage 2 
stately, ample 

barony /’barani/ n the domain or rank of a baron 
baroque /ba'rok/ adj (typical) of a style of artistic expression prevalent 
esp in the 17th c that is marked by extravagant forms and elaborate and 
sometimes grotesque ornamentation [F, lit., irregular, fr Pg barroco or 
Sp bamieco irregular pearl] > baroquely adv 

barouche /ba'roohsh/ n a 4-wheeled horse-drawn carnage with a high 
dnver’s seat at the front and a folding top over the rear seats [G 
barutschcy fr It biroccio, denv of LL birotus two-wheeled, fr L bi- + rota 
wheel - more at roli ] 

Ytarque NAm chiefly Iwk /bahk/ n a sailing vessel with (he rearmost of 
usu 3 masts fore-and-afl ngged and the others square-rigged [ME bark, 
fr MF barque, fr OProv barca, fr LL] 

barquentine /l>ahk3n.teen/ n a 3-masted sailing vessel with the fore- 
mast square-ngged and the other masts fore-and-afl ngged [barque + 
•entine, alter, of -antine (as in bngantine)] 

'barrack /'barak/ n 1 (a set or area oO buildings for lodging soldiers in 
gamson - oflen pi with sing, meaning but sing or pi in constr 2 a large 
building characterized by extreme plainness or dreary uniformity with 
others - usu pi with sing meaning but sing or pi in constr [F baraque # 
hut, fr Catal ba/raca] 

'barrack vt to lodge m barracks 

'barrack w 1 chiefly Br to jeer, scofT 2 chiefly Austr A NZ to root, cheer 

- usu f for vf 1 chiefly Br to shout at densively, jeer 2 chiefly Austr 
& NZ to support (e g a sports team), esp by shouting encouragement 
[prob fr borak nonsense, banter (in a native language of Australia)] - 

barracker n 

barrack square n an area for drill practice near a barracks 
barracouta /.bara'koohta/ n a large food fish of Pacific seas [modif of 
AmerSp barracuda] 

barracuda /.bara'kyoohda/ n, pi bairacudat esp for different types 
barracudas any of several predatory fishes of warm seas that include 
excellent food fishes as well as forms regarded as poisonous [AmerSp] 
'barrage /barahzh/n an artificuU dam placed in a watercourse or estuary 
[F. fr barter to bar, fr barre bar] 

H>arrage n 1 a barrier, esp of intensive artillery fire, to hinder enemy 
action 2 a rapid series (e g of questions) [F (tir de) barrage barrier fire] 

- barrage vt 

'barrage bal,loon n a large captive balloon used to support wires or nets 
to prevent the approach of low-flying enemy aircraft 
barramunda /.bara'moonda/ n any of several Australian freshwater 
fishes used for food [native name in Australia] 
barramundi /.bara'moondi/ n a barramunda 
barrator also barreter /'barat.^/ n one who engages in barratry 
barratry /^aratri/ n 1 a fraudulent breach of duty by the master or crew 
of a ship 2 persistent litigation [ME barratrie, fr MF baratene deception, 
fr barater to deceive, exchange] 

barra /bah/ n a horizontal handrail used by ballet dancers while exercis- 
ing [F, bar] 

'barral /twral/ n 1 an approximately cylindrical vessel with bulging sides 
and flat ends constructed from wooden staves bound together with hoops; 
also any similar vessel 2 a drum or cylindrical part: e g a the discharging 
Cube of a gun b the part of a fountain pen or pencil containing the ink 
or lead t a cylitidri^l or tapering housing containing the lenses, iris 
diaphragm, etc of a camera or other piece of optical equipment 3 the 


trunk, esp of a quadruped [ME barel, fr MF baril] - barrelled, NAm 
barreled adj - over a barrel at a disadvantage; in an awkward situation 
so that one is helpless <he had me over a barrel so I had to give in) - 
infml 

'barrel vt -II- (NAm -1-, -I1-) to put or pack in a barrel 
‘barrel, house A, hows/ n a style of jazz charactenzed by a heavy beat 
and simultaneous improvisation by players [barrelhouse (a cheap drink- 
ing and dancing establishment)] 

‘barrel .organ n a musical instrument consisting of a revolving cylinder 
studded with pegs that open a senes of valves to admit air from a bellows 
to a set of pipes 

barren /liaran/ adj I not reproducing; eg a of a female or mating 
incapable of producing oflspnng b habitually failing to fruit 2 not 
productive; esp producing inferior or scanty vegetation 3 lacking, devoid 
of 4 lacking interest, information, or charm [ME bareine, fr OF baratne] 
- barrenly adv, barrenness n 

'barricade /Tiankayd, -'-/ vt 1 to block off, stop up, or defend with a 
bamcade 2 to prevent access to by means of a barricade 
'barricade n 1 an obstruction or rampan thrown up across a way or 
passage to check the advance of the enemy 2 a barrier, obstacle [F, fr 
MF, fr barnquer to barncade, fr barnque barrel] 
barrier /T^an a/ n 1 a material object (e g a stockade, fortress, or railing) 
or set of objects that separates, demarcates, or serves as a barricade 2 sthg 
immaicnal that impedes or separates < ^ s of reserve) 3 a factor that tends 
to restnet the free movement, mingling, or interbreeding of individuals or 
populations [ME barrere, fr MF barriere, fr barre] 
barrier reef n a coral reef roughly parallel to a shore and separated from 
It by a lagoon 

barring /"bahnng/ prep excepting 

barrio /’bahnoh, 'ba-/ n, pi barrios a Spanish-speaking neighbourhood in 
a city or town in the USA, esp in the Southwest [Sp, fr Ar barri of the 
open country, fr barr outside, open country] 

barrister /'bansta/, .barrister-at-'law n a lawyer who has the nght to 
plead as an advocate in an English or Welsh superior court ■ compare 
SOLICITOR ['bar + f -stcr] 

' 'barroom /-.roohm, -room/ n bar 5a(2) 

'barrow /'baroh/ n a large mound of earth or »toncs over the remains of 
the dead, a tumulus [ME bergh, fr OE beorg-, akin to OHG berg 
mountain, Skt brhant high] 

'barrow n a male pig castrated before sexual maturity [ME barow, fr OE 
bearg akin to OHG barug barrow, OE bonan to bore] 

'barrow n a cart with a shallow box body, 2 wheels, and shafts for pushing 
It [ME barew, fr OE bearwe, akin to OE beran to carry - more at 
*bear] 

'barrow ,boy n a man or boy who sells goods (e g fruit or vegetables) 
from a barrow 

.bar 'sinister n 1 an imaginary heraldic shape or representation indicat- 
ing bastardy 2 the condition of being of illegitimate birth 
'bartender /-.tends/ n, chiefly NAm a barman 
'barter /'bahta/ vi to trade by exchanging one commodity for another 
without the use of money ^vt 1 to exchange (as lO by bartenng 2 to part 
with unwisely or for an unworthy return - + away [ME bartren, fr MF 
barater] - barterer n 

'barter n the carrying on of trade by bartenng 
bartizan /l>ahtiz(a)n, .bahti'zan/ n a corner lurret, parapet, etc project- 
ing from a building [ME bretasmge, fr bfetasce parapet - more at 
brattice] 

baryon /lian-an/ n any of a group of elementpry particles (e g a hyperon) 
that are fermions and have a mass equal to or greater than that of the 
proton [ISV feary- (fr Gk barys heavy) f ^^-on - more at grieve] - 
btryonic /-'onik/ adj 

barytas /ba'rieteez/ n naturally occurring bgnum sulphate [Gk barytes 
weight, fr barys heavy] 

basal /'bays(3)l/ adj 1 of, situated at, or forming the base 2 of the 
foundation, base, or essence; fundamenul -r baaally adv 
basal metabolic rata n the rate at which heat is given off by an 
organism at complete rest 

.basal ma'taboliam n the rate at which energy is used in a fasting and 
resting organism using energy solely to maintain vital cellular activity, 
respiration, and circulation 

basalt /7>a(y)sawlt, ba'sawlt/ n a dense to fine-grained dark igneous rock 
consisting essentially of a feldspar and usu pyroxene (L basaJtes, MS var 
of basanites touchstone, fr Gk basanites (lithos), fr basanos touchstone, 
fr Egypt bhnw] > bisaJtic A'sawltik/ adj 
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bascule /'baskyool. 'baskyoohl/ n (a bndge raised or lowered by) a 
counterbalancing apparatus [F. seesaw] 

'base /bays/ n la the bottom of sthg, a foundation b the lower part of 
a wall, pier, or column considered as a separate architectural feature 
ARCHITECTURE c a sidc^or face of a geometrical figure on which it is 
regarded as standing — f mathlma tic's d that part of an organ by 
which It IS attached to another structure nearer the centre of a living 
organism 2a a mam ingredient b a supporting or carrying ingredient 3 
the fundamental part of sthg, a basis 4a a centre from which a start is 
made in an activity or from which operations proceed b a line in a survey 
which serves as the origin for computations c the locality or installations 
on which a military force relies for supplies or from which it starts 
operations d(l) the number with reference to which a number system is 
constructed (2) a number with reference to which logarithms are com- 
puted e Rooi 6 5a the starting place or goal in vanous games b any of 
the stations at each of the 4 corners of the inner part of a baseball field 
to which a batter must run in turn in order to score a run 6 the middle 
region of a transistor that controls the current flow 7 any of vanous 
typically water-soluble and acrid or brackish tasting chemical compounds 
that are capable of taking up a hydrogen ion from or donating an unshared 
pair of electrons to an acid to form a salt 8 also base component that part 
of a transformational grammar that consists of rules and a lexicon and 
that generates the deep structures of a language [ME. fr MF, fr L basis, 
fr Gk, step, base, fr hainein to go - more at coml] - baaed adj, baseless 
adj 

'base vt 1 to make, form, or serve as a base for 2 to use as a base or basis 
for, establish, found - usu * on or upon 
’base adj constituting or serving as a base 

^base aCij la bt : mctdl of comparatively low value and having relatively 
inferior properties (e g resistance to corrosion) - compare noble 3 b 
containing a larger than usual proportion of base metals 2 lacking higher 
values, degrading (a drab ~ way of life) 3 of relatively little value [ME 
bas short, low, bass, fr MF, fr ML hassus short, low] - basely adv, 
baseness n 

'base, ball /-.bawl/ n (the ball used in) a game played with a bat and ball 
between 2 teams of ^ players each on a large field centring on 4 bases 
arranged in a square that mark the course a batter must run to score 
'base, board /-,bawd/ n, NAm skirting board 
'base,born /-,bawn/ adj 1 of humble or illegitimate birth 2 archaic 
mean, ignoble [*6ase] 

'base, line /-Men/ n the back line at each end of a court in tennis, 
badminton, etc si*ort 

'basement /-mant/ n the part of a building that is wholly oi partly below 
ground level [prob fr 'base + -nient] - basementless adj 
basenji /ba'senji/ n any of an Afncan br<*cd of small compact curly-tailed 
dogs that seldom bark [of Bantu ongin, akin to Lingala basenji, pi of 
mosenji native] 

'bash /hash/ \ t 1 to strike violently, also to injure or damage by stnking. 
smash - often + in or up 2 to make a violent attack on USE infml [prob 
imit] - basher n 

'bash n 1 a forceful blow 2 chiePy Br a try, attempt <Aave a ^ a/ it/ 3 
NAm a festive social gathenng, a party USE infml 
bashful /TMshffa)!/ adj 1 socially shy or timid 2 charactenzed by, 
showing, or resulting from extreme sensitiveness or self-consciousness 
[dbs bash (to be abashed), fr ME basshen, short for abasshen, abaishen 

- more at abash] - bashfully adv, baahfulneas n 

'basic /'baysik, -zik/ adj 1 of or forming the base or essence, fundamental 
2 constituting or serving as the minimum ba.sis or starting point 3a of, 
containing, or having the character of a chemical ba - b having an 
alkaline reaction; being an alkali 4 of rock containing relatively little silica 
5 of, being, or made by a steelmaking process in which the furnace is lined 
with material containing relatively little silica - basically adv, basicity 
/bay'sisati/ n 

^basic n sthg basic; a fundamental 

BASIC /’baysik/ n a high-level computer language for programming and 
interacting with a computer in a wide variety of applications [Beginner’s 
All-purpose Symbolic /nstniction Code] 

Basic English n a simplified version of English with a vocabulary of 850 
words designed for teachmg and international communication 
basic slag n a slag used in the basic process of stcelmaking and useful 
as a fertilizer 

basidiomycete /bD,$idioh'miescet, — '-/ n any of a large class of 
higher fungi bearing spores on a b&sidium and including rusts, mush- 
rooms, and puffballs [deriv of NL basidium « Gk myket-, mykes fungus 

- more at myc-] - basidiomycetoua /-mie'seetas/ adj 


ba‘sidio.spore /-,spaw/ n a spore produced by a basidium [NL 
basidium + E -o- ^ spore] - basidiosporous /b9,sidioh'spawrM, 
ba.sidi'osp3ras/ adj 

basidium /ba'sidi am/ n, pi basidia /-di-a/ a specialized cell on a 
basidiomycete beanng usu 4 basidiospores [NL, fr L basis] - baaidial 
adj 

basil /'baz(a)l/ n any of several plants of the mint family; esp sweet basil 
[MF basile, fr LL basibcum, fr Gk basihkon, fr neut of basihkos] 
basilar /'basila, 'bazib/ adj of or situated at the base [irreg fr t^s] 
basilar membrane n a membrane in the cochlea of the inner ear that 
vibrates in response to sound waves 

besilica /ba'nlika, ba'si-/ n 1 an oblong building used in ancient Rome 
as a place of assembly or as a lawcourt and usu ending in an apse 2 an 
early Chnstian church similar to a Roman basilica 3 a Roman Catholic 
church given certain ceremonial privileges [L, fr Gk basihke, fr fern of 
basihkos royal, fr basileus king] ~ basilican adj 

bssilisk /'basilisk, 'bazi-/ n 1 a mythical reptile whose breath and glance 
were fatal 2 any of several crested tropical Amencan lizards related to 
the Iguanas [ME, fr L basiliscus, fr Gk basihskos, fr dim of basileus] - 
basilisk adj 

basin /l)ays(a)n/ n la a round open usu metal or ceramic vessel with a 
greater width than depth and sides that slope or curve inwards to the base, 
used typically for holding water for washing b a bowl with a greater depth 
than width esp for holding, mixing, or cooking food <a pudding ^ > c the 
contents of a basin 2a a dock built in a tidal nver or harbour b a (partly) 
enclosed water area, esp for ships 3a a depression m the surface of the 
land or ocean floor b the region drained by a nver and its tnbutanes 4 
an area of the earth in which the strata dip from the sides towards the 
centre [ME, fr OF bacin, fr LL bacchinon] - baainal adj, bssiued adj 
basis /‘baysis/ n, pi bases /1>ayseez/ 1 a foundation 2 the principal 
component of sthg 3 a basic principle or way of proceeding [L - more * 
at 'base] 

bask /bahsk/ vi 1 to lie in, or expose oneself to, a pleasant warmth or 
atmosphere 2 to enjoy sby’s favour or approval - usu + in [ME basken, 
fr ON bathask, refl of batha to bathe, ^in to OE bteth bath] 
basket /Tiahskit/ n la a rigid or scmingid receptacle made of interwoven 
material (e g osiers, cane, wood, or metal) b any of vanous lightweight 
usu wood containers c the contents of a basket 2 sthg that resembles a 
basket, esp in shape or use 3 a net open at the bottom and suspended from 
a metal nng that constitutes the goal in basketball 4 a collection, group 
/the of major world currencies} S Bra person of a specified type <sAc’s 
a nice old - infml [ME, prob fr (assumed) ONF baskot, akin to OF 
oa^-choue wooden vessel, both fr L bascauda dishpan, of Celt origm; akin 
l«’ Mir base necklace - more at fascia, (5) euphemism for bastard] - 
basketful n, basketlike adj 

'basketball /-.bawl/ n (the ball used in) an indoor court game between 
2 teams of 5 players each who score by tossing a large ball through a raised 
basket 

'basket .chair n a wickerwork armchair 

basketry /’bahskitn/ n (the art or craft of making) baskets or objects 
woven like baskets 

'basket .weave n a textile weave resembling the chequered pattern of 
a plaited basket 

'basketwork /-.wuhk/ n basketry 

basking shark /'bahsking/ n a large species of shark that often lies near 
the water surface 

bas mitivah /.bas 'mitzva/ n, often cap BAM a Jewish girl who at about 
1 3 years kH age assumes religious responsibilities [Heb bath mi^wah, lit , 
daughter oi the (divine) law] 

basophil /'baysa,fil. 'bayza-/, baaophile /-.fi^ n a white blood cell with 
basophilic granules - compare eosinophil — ^ anatomy 
.baso'philic /-'filik/ adj staining readily with dyes that are chemical 
bases /some blood cells contain ^ granules} [ISV base t -o- ^ 
-phihe] 

Basque /bask, bahsk/ n a member of a people inhabiting the W Pyrenees 
or their language language [F, fr L Vasco] - Basque adj 
bas-relief /.bas n'leef, ,bah, .bahs, '• -,-/ n sculptural relief m which the 
design projects very slightly from the surrounding surface - compare 
HIGH RF.I lEF [F, fr has low -t relief raised work] 

'bass /bas/ n, pi bass, esp for different types basses any of numerous edible 
spiny-finned fishes [ME base, alter of OE hers, akm to OE byrst bristle 
- more at bri.stle] 

'bass /bays/ ^j 1 deep or grave in tone 2a of low pitch b of or having 
the range or part of a bass [ME has base] 

'bass /bays/ n I the lowest part in 4-part harmony 2a (a person with) 
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the lowest adult male singing voice b a member of a family of instruments 
having the lowest range; esp a double bass or bass guitar 
*baM /bas/ n a coarse tough fibre from palm trees [alter, of has/] 
bSM Olwf /b|ra/ B a clef placing the F below middle C on the fourth line 
of the staff music 

batji drum /bays/ n a large drum with 2 heads that gives a booming 
sound of low indefinite pitch 

kMIMtt /%asit/i iNMset Jtomid n (any oO a breed of short-legged hunting 
dogs with very long ears [F hasse/, fr MF, fr basset short, fr bas low - 
more at *base] 

bassist /liaysist/ n a double bass player 

basso /'buoh/ b, pi bassos, bassl /-si/ an (operatic) bass singer [It. fr 
ML baasus, fr bassus short, low] 

bassoon /bo'soohn/ a a double-reed woodwind instrument with a usual 
range 2 octaves lower than the oboe [F basson, fr It bassoBe, fr basso] 

- bassoonist A 

.basso prof undo /pra'foondoh/ a. pi basso profbndoi (a person with) 
an exceptionally low bass singing voice [It, lit , deep bass] 
bass viol /bays/ a viola da oamba 

bast /bast/ a 1 phloem 2 a strong woody fibre obtauied chieily from the 
phloem of certain plants [ME, fr OE bass/; akin to OHG & ON bast] 
'bastard /*bah8tad, 'ba-/ a 1 an illegitimate child 2 sthg spunous, 
irregular, inferior, or of questionable origin 3a an offensive or disagree- 
able person - often + you as a generalized term of abuse b a fellow of 
a usu specified type (poor old infml [ME, fr OF bastart, bastard, 
perh fr fils de bast, lit., son of the bam] - bastardly adj 
^bastard adj 1 illegitimate 2 of an infenor or less typical type, stock, or 
form 3 lacking genuineness or authority; false 
bastard-fza, -ise /*bahstadiez, 'ba-/ vt 1 to declare illegitimate 2 to 
^ debase - bastardization /•die'zaysh(a)n/ a 
bastard wing n the projecting part of a bird's wi ig corresponding to 
a mammal's thumb and beanng a few short feathers 
bastardy /bahstadi. 'ba-/ a the quality or state of being a bastard, 
iUegitimacy 

'bants /bayst/ vt tack lb [ME basten, fr MF bastir, of Gmc ongin; akin 
to OHO besten to patch; akin to OE baest bast] - baster n 
*basta vt to moisten (e g meat) at intervals with melted butter, dripping, 
etc during cooking, esp roasting [origin unknown] > baster a 
*basta vt to beat severely or soundly; thrash [prob fr ON beysta, akin to 
OE beaten to beat] , 

Ba'stilla .Day /ba'sieel/ a July 14 observed^ tn France as a national 
holiday in commemoration of the fall of the Bastille m 1789 
bastinada /.basti'nahd/ a a bastinado 

bastinado /.basti'naydoh/ n. pi bastinadoes 1 (a blow or beating with) 
a stick or cudgel 2 the punishment of beating the soles of the feet with 
a stick [Sp bastOBada, fr bastdu stick, fr LL has/um] - bastinado vt 
basting /liaysting/ n a severe beating [fr gerund of ’bss/e] 
bastion /"hasti-an/ a 1 a projecting part of a fortification 2 a fortified 
area or position 3 sthg considered a stronghold; a bulwark [MF. fr 
baatiUe fortress, modif of OProv bastida, fr bastir to build, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OHG bestcB to patch] - bastioned adj 
'bat /bat/ Ala stout solid stick; a club 2 a sharp blow; a stroke 3 a 
(wooden) implement used for hitting the ball in cricket, baseball, table 
tennis, etc 4n a batsman b a turn at batting in cricket, baseball, etc S a 
hand-held implement shaped like a table-tennis bat for guiding aircraft 
when landing or taxiing [ME, fr OE batt, prob of Celt origin; akin to 
Gaulish andahats, a gladiator - more at battle] > off one's own bat 
through one's own efforts, esp without being prompted 
HmiI vb -tt- vt to stnke or hit (as iO with a bat ^ vi 1 to strike a ball with 
a bat 2 to take one's turn at batting, esp in cricket 
*bat A any of an order of nocturnal flying ** tmmals with forelimbs, 
modified to form wings [alter, of ME bakke ^i.r<b of Scand origin; akin 
to OSw natthakka bat] 

vt -tt- to blink, esp in surpnse or emotion <Aever ~ted ja eyelid) 
[prob alter, of bate (to beat wings), fr ME batcB, fr MF batre to beat - 
more at debate] 

batch /bach/ a 1 the quantity baked at 1 time 2a the quantity of material 
produced at 1 operation or for use at 1 time b a itroup of jobs to be run 
on a computer at 1 time with the same program < processing) 3 a group 
of people or things; a lot [ME bache-, akin to OE bacaa to bake] 

'bat# /bayt/ vt, archaic to restrain [ME baten, 8bc>^ ft ^ ^baten to abate] 

- with bated breath anxiously, worriedly . . 

*bata A a rage, temper - slang [var of bait, pen* back . agnation fr baited 
haratted, tormented] 

Bataatalfi mlmlory /'baytsi*en/ a reaemblan/ * of a harmless species to 


another that is protected from predators by repellent qualities (eg 
unpleasant taste) [Henry Walter Bates tl892 E naturalist] 

'bath /bahth/ n, pi baths /bahths; sense 3 often bahdhz/ 1 a washing or 
soaking (e g in water or steam) of all or part of the body 2a water used 
for bathing (run a b a vessel for bathing in; esp one that is 
permanently fixed in a bathroom c (a vat, tank, etc holding) a specified 
type of liquid used for a special purpose (e g to keep samples at a constant 
temperature) 3a a building containing an apartment or a senes of rooms 
designed for bathing b swimming pool - usu pi with sing, meaning but 
sing, or pi in constr c a spa d NAm a bathroom USE (3aA3c) usu pi 
with sing, meaning [ME, fr OE bath] akin to OHG bad bath, OE bacan 
to bake] 

*bath vb, Br vt to give a bath to - vi to take a bath 
bath-, batbo- comb form depth <bathoAie/er) [ISV, fr Gk bathos, fr 
bathys deep - more at bathy-] 

.Bath 'bun n a sweet yeast-leavened bun containing dned fruit (e g raisins 
and sultanas) and topped with sugar crystals [Bath, town in England] 
'bath .chair n, often cap a usu hooded wheelchair [Bath, town in 
England] 

'Bath .chap n 'chap I , esp the flesh of a jaw or lower cheek of a pig used 
as food [fia//>, town in England] 

'bathe /baydh/ vt 1 to wash or soak in a liquid (e g water) 2 to moisten 
3 to apply water or a liquid medicament to 4 to sufTu.se. esp with light 
^vt 1 to take a bath 2 to swim (e g in the sea or a nver) for plea.sure 
3 to become immersed or absorbed [ME bathen, fr OE bathian, akin to 
OE bseth bath] - bather n 
^bathe n, Br an act of bathing, esp in the sea 
bathetic /ba'thetik/ adj characterized by bathos [bathos f -ctic (as in 
pathetic)] ~ bathetically adv 

bathhouse /'bahth.hows/ n a building equipped for people to take 
baths 

‘bathing .beauty /baydhing/ n a woman in a swimming costume who 
IS a contestant in a beauty contest 
'bathing ,hut n a hut for bathers to undress in 
'bathing .suit n swimming cosiuml 

'bath .mat Ala u.su washable mat. often of absorbent matenal, placed 
beside a bath 2 a mat of nonslip matenal, ssp rubber, placed in a bath 
to prevent the bather from slipping 

batholith /’bathaliih/ n a deep-sited dome-shaped mass of intrusive 
Igneous rock [ISV] - batholithic /-'lithik/ adj 
bathometer /ba'thomita/ n an instrument for measunng depths in 
water 

bathos /'baythos/ n 1 a sudden descent from the sublime to the 
commonplace or absurd; an anticlimax 2 exceptional commonplaceness, 
tnteness [Gk, lit , depth] 

'bath, robe /-.rohb/ n a loose usu absorbent robe worn before and after 
having a bath 

'bathroom /-.roohm, -room/ n 1 a room containing a bath or shower 
and usu a washbasin and toilet 2 a toilet - chiefly euph 
'bath .salts n pi but sing or pi m constr a usu coloured compound for 
perfuming or softening bathwater 

bathy- comb form 1 deep, depth (bathymetry) (bathypelagic) 2 
deep-sea <bathysp/iere> [ISV, fr Gk, fr bathys deep; akin to Skt gahate 
he dives into) 

bathyscaphe /l>athiskayf, -skaf/ n a navigable submersible ship for 
deep-sea exploration [ISV bathy- + Gk skaphe light boat] 
bathysphere /'bathisfia/ n a strongly byiilt diving sphere for deep-sea 
observation 

batik /'batik/ a (a fabric or design printed by) an Indonesian method of 
hand-pnnting by coating with wax the parts to be left undyed [Malay, 
fr Jav, painted] 

batiste /ba'teest/ n a fine soft sheer fabric pf plain weave made of vanous 
fibres [F] 

batman /'batman/ a a British officer's servant [bat (pack-saddle, lug- 
gage). fr MF bat, deriv of Gk bastazein to carry] 
baton /lHit(a)n, 'ba.ton, ba'ton (Fr bat5)/ Ala cudgel, truncheon 2 a 
staff Vome as a symbol of office 3 a wand with which a conductor directs 
a band or orchestra 4 a stick or hollow cylinder passed by each member 
of a relay team to the succeeding runner [F bSton, fr OF baston, fr LL 
baatum stick] 

'baton .oharga /*batiai)n/ n a charge by police or troops wielding 
batons 

batrachian /bo'trayki-an/ n a frog, toad, or other vertebrate amphibian 
animal [deriv of Ok batrachos frog] - batrschlsB adj 
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bats /bats/ adj, chiefly 8r batty (tie’s gone ~ - infml [prob fr the phrase^ 
to have bats in the belfry to ^ cra/yl 
'batsman /-man/ n sby who bats or is batting, csp in cncket sport 

- batsmanship n 

battalion /ba'talyan/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a large body of organized 
troops 2 a military unit composed of a headquarters and 2 or more 
companies 3 a large group [MF bataiJIon, fr Olt battaglione, aug of 
battagha company of soldiers, battle, fr LL battalia combat - more at 

BATTLfc] 

'batten /’bat(a)n/ vi [ong sense, to improve, grow fat. thnvc, prob fr ON 
batna to improve] - batten on I to make oneself selfishly dependent on 
(sby) <battencd on his nch relatives^ 2 to seize on (an excuse, argument, 
etc) 

^batten n 1 a thin narrow strip of squared timber 2a a thin stnp of wood, 
plastic, etc inserted into a sail to keep it flat and taut b a slat used to secure 
the tarpaulins and hatch covers of a ship 3 a stnp holding a row of 
floodlights [F baton] 

’batten vt to provide or fasten (eg hatches) with battens - often 4 
down 

'batter /'bau/ vt 1 to beat persistently or hard so as to bruise, shatter, 
or demolish 2 to wear or damage by hard usage or blows <a ~ ed old hat) 
^ VI to stnkc heavily and repeatedly, beat [ME bateren, prob frcq of 
batten to bat, fr bar] 

’batter n a mixture that consists essentially of flour, egg, and milk or water 
and IS thin enough to pour or drop from a spoon, also batter mixture (e g 
that used for coating fish) when cooked - compare ixhjgh [ME bater, 
prob fr bateren] 

’batter VI to slope upwards and backwards vt to cause (e g a wall) to slope 
upwards and buckwaids [ongin unknown] 

^batter n an upwards and backwards slope of the outer face of a 
structure 

'batter n the player who IS batting in baseball pHAi 4 ^-ta] 
'battering ,ram /liatanng/ n an ancient military siege engine consisting 
of a large wooden beam with a head of iron used for beating down 
walls 

battery /'bat(3)n/ n la the act of battering b the unlawful application 
of any degree of force to a person without his/her consent 2 a grouping 
of similar artillery guns (e g for tactical purposes) 3 sing or pi in constr 
a tactical and administrative army artillery unit equivalent to an infantry 
company 4 one or more cells connected together to provide an clectnc 
current e g a STORAtit ctLi. b dry cfli , also a connected group of dry 
cells 5a a number of similar articles, items, or devices arranged, con- 
nected, or used together, a set, senes b(l) a large number ot small cages 
in which egg-laying hens are kept (2) a senes of cages or compartments 
for raising or fattening animals, esp poultry c an impressive or imposing 
group, an array 6 the position of readiness of a gun for firing [MF 
battene, fr OF, fr battre to beat, fr L battuere - more at batti e] 
batting /'bating/ n layers or sheets of raw cotton or wool used esp for 
Iming quilts [fr gerund of ‘bar] 

'battle /'batl/ n I a general hostile encounter between armies, warships, 
aircraft, etc 2 a combat between 2 people 3 an extended contest, struggle, 
or controversy [ME batel, fr OF bataiUe battle, fortifying tower, bat- 
talion, fr LL battalia combat, alter of battualia fencing exercises, fr L 
battuere to beat, of Celt origin, akin to Gaulish andabata, a gladiator, akin 
to L fatuus foolish, Russ bat cudgel] 

’battle vb battling /'batling, 'batl ing/ w 1 to engage in battle; fight 2 to 
contend with full strength, craft, or resources; struggle ^vt I to fight 
against 2 to force (c g one’s way) by battling - battler n 
'battle-, axe n a quarrelsome dominecnng woman 
'battle .cruiser n a large heavily-armed warship faster than a battle- 
ship 

'battle.dres8 /-.dres/ n the uniform worn by soldiers in battle 
battlement /'batlmant/ n a parapet with indentations that surmounts 
a wall and is used for defence or decoration - compare crenellation 
CHURCH (ME batelment, fr MF bataille fortifying tower] - battle- 
mented /-.mentid/ adj 

.battle 'royal n. pi battka royal, battle royals 1 a fight or contest 
between more than 2 opponents, esp until only the winner remains on 
his/her fed or in the nng 2 a violent struggle or heated dispute 
'battle.ahlp /-.ship/ n the largest and most heavily armed and armoured 
type of warship [short for hne^f-battle ship] 

battue /ba't(y)ooh/ n (a hunt using) the beating of woods and bushes to 
flush game [F, fr battre to beat] 

batty /T)ati/ adj mentally unstable; crazy - infml ['bar ♦ '-y - more at 
bats] - battiDCtt n 


bauble /'bawbl/ //la trinket or tnfle 2 a jester’s staff [ME babel, 
fr MF] 

baud /bawd, bohd/ n, pi baud also bauds any of several units of data 
transmission speed, specif one equal to 1 bit of data per second [baud 
(telegraphic transmission speed unit), fr J M E Baudot tl903 F inven- 
tor] 

Bauhaus /'bow, hows/ adj (charactenstic) of a German school of design 
established in 1919 and noted esp for a programme that synthesized 
technology, craftsmanship, and design aesthetics [G Bauhaus, lit , archi- 
tecture house, academy founded in Weimar, Germany] 
baulk /baw(l)k/ vb or n, chiefly Br (to) balk 

bauxite /'bawksict/ n a mineral that is an impure mixture of earthy 
hydrous aluminium oxides and hydroxides and is the pnncipal ore of 
aluminium [F, fr Les Baux, place near Arles, France] - bauxitic 
/bawk'sitik/ adj 

Bavarian /ba'vcsn sn/ n a native or inhabitant of Bavaria or the High 
German dialect spoken there [Bavana, region of Germany] - Bavarian 
adj 

bawbee, baubee /baw'bee/ n, Scot 1 a trifle 2 archaic an Engbsh 
halfpenny [prob fr Alexander Orrok, laird of Sillebawby /7 1 541 Sc master 
of the mint; onginal sense, a 16th-c Sc coin] 

bawd /bawd/ n a woman who keeps a house of prostitution, a madam 
[ME bawde, perh fr MF baud bold, merry] 
bawdry /'bawdn/ n bawdy [ME bawdene, fr hawdc] 

'bawdy /'bawdi/ adj boisterously or humorously indecent [bawd + -y] 

~ bawdily adv, bawdiness n 

’bawdy n suggestive, coarse, or obscene language [prob fr bawdy] 
'bawl /bawl/ vb 1 to yell, bellow 2 lo cry, wail [ME baulen, prob of 
Scand ongin, akin to Icel baula to low] - bawler n 
’bawl n a loud prolonged cry 

bawl out vf, chiefly NAm to repnmand loudly or severely - infm! 
'bay /bay/ adj, esp of a horse of the colour bay [ME, fr MF bai, fr L 
badius, akin to OIr buide yellow] 

’bayn 1 a horse with a bay-coloured body and black mane, tail, and points 
2 a reddish brown colour 

’bay n 1 any of several shrubs or trees reseirbling (he laurel 2 an honorary 
garland or crown, esp of laurel, given for victory or excellence [ME, 
berry, fr MF baie, fr L baca] 

'bayn 1 a division of a part of a building (e g the walls or rooO or of the 
whole building 2 a main division of a structure, esp a compartment in the 
fuselage of an aircraft (the forward instrument ^) [ME, fr MF bare 
(opening, fr OF, fr fern of bae, pp of baer to gape, yawn, fr ML 
bafsre] 

•bav »'i to bark with prolonged tones [ME baien, abaicn, fr OF abaiier, of 
imii origin] 

'bay n 1 the position of one unable to retreat and forced to face a foe or 
danger (brought his quarry to -^) 2 the position of one kept off or 
repelled with difficulty (jiolice kept the noters at [ME bay. abay, fr 
OF abai, fr abaiier] 

’bay n (a land formation resembling) an inlet of a sea, lake, etc, usu smaller 
than a gulf GhOGRAi’iiY [ME baye, fr MF baic] 

'bay .leaf n the leaf of the European laurel used dried in cooking 
'bayonet /.baya'net. '— / n a blade attached to the muzzle of a firearm 
and used in hand-to-hand combat [F baionnctte, fr Bayonne, city in 
France] 

’bayonet vt to stab or dnve (as lO with a bayonet <-v/ to use a 
bayonet 

.bay 'rum n a fragrant cosmetic and medicinal liquid from the (oil of the) 
leaves of a W Indian tree of the myrtle family 

.bay 'salt n common salt obtained by evaporating sea water - compare 
ROCK SAI T [’bay] 

.bay 'window n a window or senes of windows projecting outwards 
from the wall architecti rf [^bay] 

bazaar /bs'zah/ n 1 an (Onental) market consisting of rows of shops or 
stalls selling miscellaneous goods 2 a fair for the sale of miscellaneous 
articles, esp for chantable purposes [Per bazar] 
bazooka /bo'zoohka/ n an individual infantry antitank rocket launcher 
[bazooka (a crude musical instrument made of pipes and a funnel)] 
.BC'Q .vaccine n a vaccine used to protect people against tuberculosis 
[bacillus Calmette-Gucnn, fr Albert Calmette tl933 and Camille Guenn 
tl96l F bactenologists] 

bdellium /'deli-am/ n a gum resin similar to myrrh obtained from vanous 
trees of the £ Indies and Afnca [ME, fr L, fr Gk bdeUion] 
be /bi. bee, strong bee/ vb, pres I sing am /am. m; strong am/; 2 sing are 
/a; strong ah/; 3 sing is /z; strong iz/, pi are; pres subjunctive be; pres 
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part being; past I A3 sing was /waz; strong woz/; 2 sing were /wa; strong 
wnh/; pi were; past subjunctive were; past part been /bini been* strong 
been/ vi la to equal in meaning; have the same connotation as (^January 
IS the first month} (^let x 10 } h to represent, symbt is 

love} ^Ohvter was hamlet} < Valentino was romance'^ c to h^vc luentity 
with <if 's me} <jhe first person I met was my brother} (^the difficulty is 
finding them} d to belong to the class of </be fish is a trout} c to occupy 
a specified position in space <r/re book is on the table} (where are the 
Grampians'^ f to take place at itllpecined time; occur (the concert was 
last night} g to have a specified qualification (the leaves are green} 
quick}, destination o/T). origin (she is from India}, occupation 
(what's he up toT}, function or purpose <if's for you} (it’s to cut with}, 
cost or value (the book is f5>, or standpoint against terrorism} 2 to 
have reality or actuality; exist (I think, therefore I am} (once upon a time 
there was a castle} ^ va 1 - used with the past participle of transitive 
verbs as a passive-voice auxiliary (the money was found} (the house is 
^ing built} 2 - used as the auxiliary of the present participle in 
progressive tenses expressing continuous action (he is reading} (I have 
been sleeping} or arrangement in advance (we are leaving tomorrow} 3 
- used with the past participle of some intransitive verbs as an auxiliary 
forming archaic perfect tenses (my father is come - Jane Austen> 4 - 
used with to and an infinitive to express destiny (he was to become 
famous} (they were to have been married}, arrangement in advance </ 
am to interview him today}, obligation or necessity <>'ou are not to 
smoke}, or possibility (it was nowhere to be found} ^ou weren ’r to 
know} USE VI (1) used regularly as the linking verb of simple predica- 
tion, used in the past subjunctive or often in the indicative to express 
unreal conditions (if I were you} (if I wasn V a Catholic - Daily Mirror}, 
often in Bntish English used of groups in the plural form (Somerset were 
2S for 2 - The Observer} [ME been, fr OE beon-, akin to OHG bim am. 
L fui I have been, futurus abort to be. fien to become, be done. Gk phynai 
to be bom. be by nature, phycin to bnng forth - more at am, 'are. is. 
WAS, wereJ 

b#- An-/ prefix 1 (vb -* vb) on; round; all over (bedaub} (besmear} 2 
(vb - vb) to a great or greater degree, thoroughly 
(befuddle} <berare> (belabour} 3 (adj - adj) wearing (a specified article 
of dress) (bewigged} (benbboned} (bespectacled} 4 (vb -* vb) about; to, 
at; upon; against; across <bcsrnJe> <bcspcak> 5 (adj, n -* vb) make, 
cause to be. treat as (belittle} (befool} (befnend} 6 (n vb) affect, 
afnict, provide, or cover with, esp excessively (becalmed} (bede/if} [ME.* 
fr OE bt-, be--, akin to OE bi by, near - more af byJ 
*beach /beech/ n a (gently sloping) seashore or lakeshore usu covered by 
sand or pebbles; esp the part of this between the high and low water marks 
[origin unknown] 

^beach vt to run or drive ashore 

'baacKcombar /-.kohma/ n one who searches along a shore for useful 
or salable flotsam and jetsam; esp a white man on the islands of the S 
Pacific who cams a living by doing this - beachcomb vb 
'baach,haad /-.hed/ n an area on a hostile shore occupied to secure 
further landing of troops and supplies 

baach’la-mar /.beech b 'mah/ n blciic-df-mfr 2 [by folk 
etymology] 

baacon /lieekan/ n 1 a signal fire commonly on a hill, tower, or pole, 
also, Br a high conspicuous hill suitable for or used in the past for such 
a fire 2a a signal mark used to guide shipping b a radio transmitter 
emitting signals for the guidance of aircraft 3 a source of light or 
inspiration [ME beken, fr OE beacen sign; akin to OHG bqphhan 
sign] 

*baad /beed/ n 1 a small ball (e g of wood or glass) pierced for threading 
on a string or wire 2 pi (a series of prayers and meditations made with) 
a rosary 3 a small ball-shaped body eg a a drop of liquid b a small metal 
knob on ajirearm used as a front sight 4 a projecting rim, band, or 
moulding car [ME bede praye* . prayer bead, fr OE bed, gebed 
prayer; akin to OE biddan ^ entreat, pray - more at bid] 

>be 9 d vr 1 to adorn or cover mth beada or beading 2 to string together 
like beads vi to form into a Jead 

beading /*beeding/ ii 1 material adorned with or consisting of beads 2a 
a narrow moul'^ ng of rounded often semicircular cross section b a 
moulding that rvv-mbles a string of beads 3 a narrow openwork insertion 
or trimming (e g on lingerie) 

baadia /%eedl/ n a minor parish ofTiaal whose duties include ushering 
and preserving order at services [ME bedel, ft OE bydet\ akin to OHG 
butH bailiff, OE beodan to command - more at bid] 
baadroll /1iced.rohl/ n a list of names; a catalogue [tr the reading in 
church of a list of names of people for whom prayers au to be said] 


baady /'beedi/ adj, esp of eyes small, round, and shiny with interest or 
greed ['bead + '-y] 

baagla /'beeg\/ n (any oO a breed of small short-legged smooth-coated 
hounds [ME begle] 

baagling /'beegling/ n hunting on foot with beagles - beagler n 
baak /beek/ n la the bill of a bird, esp the bill of a bird of prey adapted 
for sinking and tearing anatomy b any of vanous rigid projecting 
mouth structures (e g of a turtle); also the long sucking mouth of some 
insects 2 a pointed structure or formation, a a metal-tipped beam 
projecting from the bow of an anaent galley for ramming an enemy ship 
b the pouring spout of a vessel c a projection suggesting the beak of a bird 
3 the human nose - infml 4 chiefly fir a a magistrate - slang b a 
schoolmaster - slang [ME bee, fr OF. fr L beccus, of Gaulish ongin] - 
beaked adj 

beaker /'beeka/ n 1 a large drinking cup with a wide mouth; a mug 2 
a cylindrical flat-bottomed vessel usu with a pounng lip that is used esp 
by chemists and pharmacists [ME biker, fr ON bikarr, prob fr OS biken-, 
akin to OHG behhan beaker; toth fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed 
fr ML bicanus beaker, fr Gk bikos earthen jug] 

'Beaker .Folk /'beeka/ npl a prehistonc people living in Europe in the 
early Bronze Age whose culture was characterized by finely decorated 
beakers buned with their dead 

, be-all and 'end-all n the chief factor, the essential element - often 
derog 

'beam /beem/ n la a long piece of heavy often squared timber suitable 
for use in construction b the part of a plough to which the handles, 
standard, and coulter are attached c the bar of a balance from which 
scales hang d any of the pnncipal honzontal supporting members of a 
building or across a ship e the width of a ship at its widest part f an 
oscillating lever joining an engine piston rod to a crank, esp in one type 
of stationary steam engine (a ^ engine) 2a a ray or shaft of radiation, 
esp light b a collection of nearly parallel rays (e g X rays) or of particles 
(e g electrons) moving in nearly parallel paths c (the course indicated by) 
a radio signal transmitted continuously in one direction as an aircraft 
navigation aid 3 the main stem of a deer’s antler 4 the width of the 
buttocks (broad in the - > - infml [ME beem, fr OE beam tree, beam, 
akin to OHG bourn tree] - off (the) beam wro^, irrelevant - on the beam 
proceeding or operating correctly 

*bwam vt 1 to emit in beams or as a beam, esp of light 2 to aim (a 
broadcast) by directional aenals -- vi to smile with joy 
.beam-'ends n pi, Br buttocks - infml - on her beam-ends of a ship about 
to capsize 

beamer /'beema/ n a usu intimidatory delivery of the ball in cncket that 
passes or hits the batsman at above waist height before it bounces [^beam 
^-er] 

beamy /'becmi/ adj. of a ship broad in the beam 
bean /been/ n la (the often edible seed oO any of vanous erect or 
climbing leguminous plants b a bean pod used when immature as a 
vegetable c (a plant producing) any of vanous seeds or fruits that 
resemble beans or bean pods 2a a valueless item (not worth a ->- > b the 
smallest possible amount of money (gave up my job and haven’t a — > 
USE (2) infml [ME bene, fr OE bean, akin to OHG bona bean] 
'bean.bag /-.bag/ n a small fabne bag that is filled with beans and used 
in games or as a toy 

'bean.feast /-.fecst/ n. Br a festivity, celebration - infml 
beano /'beenoh/ n, pi beanos a beanfeast - infml [by shortening A 
alter.] 

'bean.pole /-.pohl/ n a very tall thin person - infml 
'bean .ahoots n pi bean sprouts 

'bean .sprouts n pi the sprouts of bean seeds^esp of the mung bean, used 
as a vegetable 

'bear /beo/ n, pi bears, (I) bears or esp collecthely bear 1 any of a family 
of large heavy mammals that have long shaggy hair and a short tail and 
feed largely on fruit and insects as well as oi flesh 2 a surly, uncouth, 
or shambling person 3 one who sells securities or commodities in 
expectation of a fall in price - compare 'bull 2 [ME here, fr OE bera\ 
akin to OB brun brown; (3) prob fr proverbial phrase selling the bearskin 
before 'catching the bear] 

’beer vb bore /haw/; borne also bom /bawn/ vr la to carry, transport < ^ 
gifts} - often in combination (atibome troops} b to carry or own as 
equipment arms} c to enteitain mentally (•^ malice} d to behave, 
conduct e to have or show as a feature <-»> scars} (‘^ no relationship} 
t to give as testimony false witness} g to have as an identification 
(bore the name of John} 2a to give birth to -compare born btoproduce 
as yield apples} c to contain - often in combination (oil-bearing 



83 


bea 


shaJey 3a to support the weight of b to accept the presence of. tolerate 
<-> pamy (couldn't ^ his wife's family^ c to sustain, incur the 
cost) the responsibility) d to admit of; allow (it won’t ^ repeating) 
^ vi la to become directed (hnng guns to ^ on a target) ~ compare 
BRING TO BF.AK b to go or extend in a usu speciHed direction (the road 
'^sto the right) 2 to apply, have relevance (facts - ing on the situation) 
3 to support weight or strain 4 to produce fruit, yield [MH beren, fr OE 
beran, akin to OHG beran to carry, L ferre, Gk pherein] - bear fruit to 
come to satisfying fruition or production - bear in mind to think of. esp 
as a warning, remember - bear with to show patience or indulgence 
towards <bear with the old bore for a while longer) 

'bear, baiting /-.bayting/ n the practice of setting dogs on a captive bear 
that was formerly a popular entertainment 
'beard /biad/ n 1 the hair that grows on the lower part of a man’s face, 
usu excluding the moustache 2 a hairy or bristly appendage or tuft (e g 
on a goat’s chin) [ME herd, fr OE beard, akin to OHG ban beard, L 
barba] - bearded adj, beardedness n, beardless adj 
^beard vt to confront and oppose with boldness, resolution, and often 
effrontery, defy ['beard-, fr idea of facing an opponent] 
bear down vt to overcome, overwhelm ^vi 1 to exert full strength and 
concentrated attention 2 of a woman w childhinh to exert concentrated 
downward pressure in an effort to expel the child from the womb bear 
down on 1 to weigh heavily on 2 to come towards purposefully or 
threateningly 

bearer /'bcara/ n la porter 2 a plant yielding fruit 3 a pallbearer 4 one 
holding an order for payment, esp a bank note or cheque [’bkar 
+ '-fr] 

'bear .garden n a scene of great noise or tumult [fr the rowdiness of 
bearbaitmg] 

'bear ,hug n a rough tight embrace 

bearing /'hearing/ n 1 the manner in which one bears or conducts 
oneself 2 the act. ptiwer, or time of bringing forth offspring or fruit 3a 
an object, surface, or point that supports b a machine part in which 
another part turns or slides often pi with sing meaning 4 an emblem 
or figure on a heraldic shield 5a the compass direction of one point (with 
respect to another) b a determination of position c pi comprehension of 
one’s position, environment, or situation (Inst his -^s> da relation, 
connection, significance - usu ^ on (has no ^ on the matter) 
‘bearing ,rein n a checkrem 

bearish /'bearish/ adj marked by, tending to cause, or fearful of failing 
pnees (eg m a stock market) ['hear i -ish] - bearishly adv, bearish- 
ness n 

bdar,nai8e 'sauce /.baya'nayz/ n, often cap B a nch sauce made with 
butter and egg yolks, and flavoured with wine, onion and tarragon [F 
bearnaise, fern of bearnais of B^m, fr Beam, region & former province 
of France] 

bear out vt to confirm, substantiate (research bore out his theory) 
'bearskin /-.skm/ n an article made of the skin^f a bear, esp a tall black 
mihtary hat worn by the Brigade of Guards ^ t garment 
bear up vt to support, encourage ^ vr to summon up courage, resolution, 
or strength <bcanng up under the strain) 

beast /beest/ n la an animal as distinguished from a plant b a 4-legged 
mammal as distinguished from human beings, lower vertebrates, and 
invertebrates c an animal under human control 2 a contemptible person 
[Me beste, fr OF, fr L bestia] 

beastings /'becstingzy n pi but sing or pi in constr, NAm beestings 
'beastly /'bccstli/ ady 1 bestial 2 abominable, disagreeable weather) 

- beistliness n 

’beastly adv very (a - cold day) - infml 

.beast of 'burden n an animal employed to carry heavy material or 
perform other heavy work (e g pulling a plough) 

'beat /beet/ vb beat; beaten /'bect(3)n/. beat vt I to strike repeatedly a 
to hit repeatedly so as to inflict pain - ofien up b to stnke directly 
against (sthg) forcefully and repeatedly (shores ^cn by heavy waves) c 
to flap or thrasb at vigorously (a trapped bird -- mg the air) d to stnke 
at or range over (as iO in order to rouse game e to mix (esp food) by 
stirnng; whip f to stnke repeatedly in order to produce music or a signal 
2a to dnvc or force by blows (to ^ off the savage dogs) b to pound into 
a powder, paste, or pulp c to make by repeated treading or dnving over 
('^ a path) d(l) to dislodge by repeated hitting the dust from the 
carpet) (2) to lodge securely by repeated sinking ('^ a stake into the 
ground) e to shape by beating; esp to flatten thin by blows (gold '^en 
into foil) f to sound or express, esp by drumbeat (^ a tattoo) 3 to cause 
to strike or tap repeatedly his foot nervously on the ground) 4a to 
overcome, defeat; also to surpass b to prevail despite the odds) c to 


leave dispinted, irresolute, or hopeless (a failure at 50. a -cn man) d 
to be or to bowl a ball that is too good for (a batsman) to hit 5 to act 
ahead of, usu so as to forestall - chiefly in beat someone to it 6 lo indicate 
by beating 7 lo bewilder, baffle - mfml ^ vi la to dash, stnke (the ram 
was mg on the roof) b to glare or stnke with oppressive intensity (the 
sun was ^ ing down) 2a to pulsate, throb b to sound on being struck (the 
drums were ^ing> 3a lo stnke the air, flap (the birds wings ^ 
frantically) b to stnke cover or range (as lO m order to find or rouse game 
4 to progress with much difficulty, specif, of a sailing vessel to make way 
at sea against the wind by a senes of alternate tacks across the wind [ME 
beten, fr OE beatan, akin to OHG bozan to beat, L -fatare to beat, fustis 
club] - beat about the bush to fail to come to the point in conversation 
by talking indirectly or evasively - beat it to hurry away, scram - infml 
- beat one's brains out to try intently to resolve sthg difficult by 
thinking 

’beat n la a single stroke or blow, esp in a senes, also a pulsation, throb 
b a sound produced (as lO by beating 2 each of the pulsations of amplitude 
produced by the mixing of sine waves (e g sound or radio waves) having 
different frequencies 3a (the rhythmic effect oQ a metneal or rhythmic 
stress in poetry or music b the tempo indicated to a musical performer 
4 an area or route regularly patrolled, esp by a policeman 5 tack 3b 6 
a deadbeat - infml - beatless adj 

’beat adj 1 of or being beatniks <- poets) 2 exhausted - infml [short 
for beaten, pp of beat] 

*beat n a beatnik 

beaten /'beet(3)n/ adj 1 hammered into a desired shape < gold) 2 
defeated 

beater /'beeta/ n la any of vanous hand-held implements for whisking 
or beating (a carpet ’^)(an egg -> b a rotary blade attached to an 
clcctnc mixer c a stick for beating a gong 2 one who sinkes bushes or • 
other cover to rouse game ['bfat '*■ ’-f.r] 

beatific /.bee-d'tifik/ adj 1 of, possessing, or imparting beatitude 2 
having a blissful or benign appearance, saintly, angelic (a ^ smile) [L 
beatificus making happy, fr beams happy, fr pp of beare to bless, akin to 
L bonus good - more at bounty] - bcatifically adv 
beatify /bee'aiifie/ vt 1 to make supremely happy 2 to authonze the 
veneration of (a dead person) by Catholics by giving the title ‘Blessed’ 
[MF beatifier, fr LL beatificare, fr L beat us] - beatification 
/-rrkaysh(3)n/ n 

beating /'beetmg/ n 1 injury or damage inflicted by stnking with 
repeated blows 2 a throbbing 3 a defeat 

beatitude /bi'atityoohd, -choohd/ n la a state of utmost bliss b - used 
as a title for a pnmatc, esp of an Eastern church 2 any of a senes of 
sayings of Jesus beginning in the Authonzed version of the Bible ’Blessed 
arc' [L beatitudo, fr hesarus] 

beatnik /bectnik/ n a person, esp in the 1950s and 1960s, who rejected 
the moral attitudes of established society (e g by unconventional behav- 
iour and dress) [’hear + nik] 

beau /boh/ n. pi beaux, beaus /bohz/ 1 a lover 2 archaic a dandy [F. 
fr beau beautiful, fr L bellus pretty] 

'Beaufort .scale /l>ohfawt/ n a scale in which the force of the wind is 
indicated by numbers from 0 to 12 [Sir Francis Beaufon tl857 E 
admiral] 

.beau i'deal n, pi beau ideals the perfect type or model - oflen of [F 
beau ideal ideal beauty] 

Beaujolais /l>ohzh»lay/ n a chiefly red table wine made in southern 
Burgundy in France [F, fr Beaujolais, region of central France] 

'beaut /byooht/ n, chiefly Austr A NZ beauty 3 - infml 
’beaut adj, Austr A NZ fine, marvellous - infml 
beauteous /7>yoohti-as, -tyas/ adj. archaic beautiful [ME, fr beaute] ~ 
bcauteously adv, beauteousness n 

beautician /byooh'tish(a)n/ n sby who gives beauty treatments [beauty 
t -ician] 

beautiful /'byoohtifla)!/ adj 1 having qualities of beauty; exciting 
aesthetic pleasure or keenly delighting the senses 2 generally pleasing; 
excellent - beauHflilly adv, beautihilness n 
beautiful people n pi. ofien cap BAP members of the jet set 
beautify Ayoohtifie/ vt to make beautiful; embellish - beautifler 
/-.fie-a/ beautification /-rrkaysh(a)n/ n 

beauty /'byoohti/ n 1 the qualities in a person or thing that give pleasure 
to the senses or pleasurably exalt the mind or spirit; loveliness 2 a 
beautiful person or thing; esp a beautiful woman 3 a bnltiant, extreme, 
or conspicuous example or instance (that mistake was a 4 a 
particularly advantageous or excellent quality (the ^ of my idea is that 
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It costs so httle} [ME beaute, fr OF biaute, fr beJ, biau beautiful, fr L 
beJJus pretty; akin to L bonus good - more at bounty] 

*b«auty .alaap n sleep considered as being beneficial to a person's 
beauty 

'baauty .spot n a beautiful scenic area 
bosux ssprits /.bohz e'spree (Fr boz cspn)/ pi of bel esprit 
*boavor /Imva/ n, pi bcapera, (la) baaTcn or esp collectively beaver la 
a large semiaquatic rodent mammal that has webbed hind feet, a broad 
flat tail, and builds dams and underwater lodges b the fur or pelt of the 
beaver 2 a hat made of beaver fur or a fabnc imitation 3 a heavy fabnc 
of felted wool napped on both sides 4 an energetic hard-working person 
[ME bever, fr OE beofor, akin to OHG bibar beaver. OE brun brown] 
‘boavsr vi to work energetically <'^ing away at the problemy 
*boavor o 1 a piece of armour protecting the lower part of the face 2 a 
helmet visor [ME baviere, fr MF] 

'baavar.board /-.bawd/ n a flbreboard used esp for partitions and 
ceilings [fr Beaver Board, a trademark] 
babop /'^bop/ n bop [imit] - bebopper n 

bacalm /bi'kahm/ vt to keep motionless by lack of wind - usu pass [be- 
+ *calia] 

'bacauaa /bi'koz, bo-, -koz/ copj 1 for the reason that; since </ie rested 
^ he was tirecT) 1 and the proof is that (jthey must be in, ^ the light's 
Of}> [ME because that, because, fr by cause that] 

*bacauaa adv because of sthg forgotten or unmentionable - infml </ did 
It, well, just 

ba'causa of prep 1 as a result of 2 for the sake of 
baccafico /.beko'feekoh/ n, pi beccaflcos, beccaficoes any of vanous 
European songbirds that are sometimes eaten [It, fr beccare to peck 
Bco fig. fr L ficus] 

bbchamal /bayshomel (Fr bejamr.il)/ n a white sauce made with roux 
and milk in which vegetables and herbs have been infused - compare 
veloute [F sauce bechamelle, fr Louis de BSchamel 11703 F cour- 
tier] 

b4cha<da-mar /.besh do 'meo/ o 1 a trepang 2 cap BAM a pidgin 
English used esp in the W Pacific [F, lit , sea grub] 

'back /bek/ n, NEng a brook, esp a pebbly mountain stream [ME bek, 
fr ON bekkr, akin to OE bcc brook, OHG bah, Mir biia) flowing 
water] 

*back n [ME, nod. bow, gesture of command, fr becken, beknen] - at 
aomcone's beck and call in continual readiness to obey any command 
from sby 

backat fbAii/ n a bracket, loop of rope, hook, etc for secunng tackle 
or spars [origin unknown] 

backon /bekan/ vi 1 to summon or signal, typically with a wave or nod 
2 to appear inviting ^ vt to beckon to [ME beknen, fr OE biecnan, fr 
beacen sign - more at beacx>n] - beckon n 

bacoma /bilcum/ vb became /bi'kaym/; become vi 1 to come into 
existence 2 to come to be <'« sicky <became party leader^ ^ vt to suit 
or be suitable to <Aer clothes hery [ME becomen to come to, become, 
fr OE becuman, fr 6c- + cuman to come] - become of to happen to <wAar 
became of that girl who always came topTy 

bacoming /bi'kuming/ adj suitable, fittmg; esp attractively suitable - 
becomingly adv 

'bad /bed/ n la a piece of furniture on or in which one may lie and sleep 
and which usu includes bedstead, mattress, and bedding b a place of 
sexual relations; also lovemaking 2 c a place for sleeping or resting d 
sleep; also a time for sleeping <fooA a walk before e the use of a bed 
for the night 2 a flat or level surface: e g a (plants grown in) a plot of 
ground, esp in a garden, prepared for plants b the bottom of a body of 
water, also an area of sea or lake bottom supporting a heavy growth of 
a specified organism (an oyster ^y Z a supporting surface or structure; 
esp the foundation that supports a road or railway 4 stratum la S a 
mass or heap resembling a b^ <a ^ o/ a$6es>; esp a heap on which sthg 
else is laid (coleslaw on a of lettucey [ME, fr OE 6edd; akin to OHG 

betti bed, L fodere to dig] - ia bed in the act of sexual intercourse (found 
him in bed with another womany 

*btd vb -dd- vr la to provide with a bed or bedding; settle in sleeping 
quarters b to go to bed with, usu for sexual intercourse 2a to embed b 
to plant or arrange (garden plants, vegetable plants, etc) in beds - often 
+ out c to base, establish 3 to lay flat or in a layer ^ vi la to And or 
make sleeping accommodation b to go to bed 2 to form a layer 3 to lie 
flat or flush USE (vt la; vi 1, 2) often •»- down 
.bed and 'braakf aat n. Bra ni^t's lodging and breakfast the following 
mocning 


‘bad, bug /-.bug/ n a wingless bloodsucking bug that sometimes infests 
beds 

'bad,clothea /-.klohdhz/ n pi the covers (e g sheets and blankets) used 
on a bed 

baddar /becb/ n 1 a woman servant, employed esp to make beds, at a 
Cambridge college - compare gyp, scout 2 a bedding plant 
'badding fbedmg/ n 1 bedclothes 2 a bottom layer, a foundation 3 
material to provide a bed for livestock 4 a stratified rock formation [ME. 
fr OE, fr hedd] 

'badding adj, of a plant appropriate or adapted for culture in open-air 
beds (fr gerund of ^bed] 

baddy-byas /'bedi ,biez/ n pi but sing or pi in constr bed - used by or 
to children [blend of bed and bye-byes] 
badack /bi'dek/ vt to clothe with finery, deck out 
badavil /bi'devi/ vt 1 to possess (as lO with a devil, bewitch 2 to change 
for the worse; spoil, frustrate 3 to torment maliciously; harass - bedevil- 
ment n 

'bad.fallow /-.feloh/ n 1 one who shares a bed 2 a close associate, an 
ally (poliucal ^s> 

badlam /'bedbm/ n a place, scene, or state of uproar and confusion 
[Bedlam, popular name for the Hospital of St Mary of Bethlehem, 
London, a lunatic asylum, fr ME Bedlem Bethlehem] - bedlam adj 
'bad .linen n the sheets and pillowcases used on a bed 
'bed.maker /-.mayka/ n beddfr 1 

'bed.mate /-.mayt/ n one who shares one's bed; esp a sexual partner 
.bed of 'rosea n a place or situation of agreeable ease 
bedouin, beduin /"bedwin, 'bedooh in/ n. pi bedouins, esp collectively 
bedouin ofien cap a nomadic Arab of the Arabian, Synan, or N Afncan 
deserts [F bedouin, fr Ar badawi, bidwan, pi of badawi desen 
dweller] 

‘bed.pan /-.pan/ n a shallow vessel used by a person in bed for unnation 
or defecation 

'bed.poat /-.pohst/ n a usu turned or carved post of a bedstead 
bedraggle /bi'dragl/ vt to wet thoroughly [be- « draggle (to make wet 
by dragging), freq of drag] 

be'draggled adj 1 left wet and limp (as lO by rain 2 soiled and stained 
(as lO by trailing in mud 

'bed.ridden /-,nd(a)n/ adj confined (e g by illness) to bed [alter of ME 
bedrede, bedreden, fr OE Mreda, fr bedreda one confined to bed, fr bedd 
bed + -nda, -reda nder, fr ridan to nde] 

'bed.rock /-.rok/ n 1 the solid rock underlying unconsolidated surface 
matenals (e g soil) 2 the basis of sthg - bedrock adj 
''bedroom /-.roohm, -room/ n a room furnished with a bed and intended 
pnmanly for sleeping 

'bedroom adj dealing with, suggestive of, or inviting sexual relations <a 
— farcey 

,bedaettee /-se'tee/ n, Br an upholstered sofa that can be converted into 
a single or double bed usu by lowenng its hinged back - compare studio 

COUCH 

'bed,eide /-.sied/ adj 1 of or conducted at the bedside 2 suitable for a 
person in bed readingy 

.bedside 'manner n the manner with which a medical doctor deals with 
his/her patients 

'bed-,eit n, Br a bed-sitter - infml 

,bed-'eitter n, Br a single room serving as both bedroom and sitting room 
[bedroom ^ sifting room + -er] 

,bed-'sitting-,room n, Br a bed-sitter 

'bed.80re /-.saw/ n a sore caused by prolonged pressure on the tissue of 
a bedndden invalid 

’bed,spread /-.spred/ n a usu ornamental «loth cover for a bed 
'bed, spring /-.spnng/ n a spring supporting a mattress 
'bed,etead /-.sted/ n the framework of a ked [ME bedstede, fr bed + 
stede place - more at stead] 

'bed.8trew /-.straw/ n any of a genus of plants of the madder family 
having angled stems, opposite or whorled leaves, and small flowers [fr its 
use for mattresses] 

'bed .table n a small table placed at the bediide, also a table that fits over 
a bed and has an adjustable height 

beduin /'bedwin, 'bedooh in/ n, pi beduias, esp collectively beduin a 
bedouin 

'bed-,wett|ng n involuntary discharge of unne occurring in bed during 
sleep > bed wetter n 

bee /bee/ n 1 a social 4-winged insect often kept in hives for the honey 
that it produces; broadly any of numerous insects that difler from the 
related wasps, esp in the heavier hairier body and legs and in sometimes 
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having a pollen basket anatomy 2 NAm a gathenng of people for 
a usu specified purpose <a sewing ^ > [ME, fr OE beo, akin to OHG bia 
bee, Lith bins] - beelike - bee in one's bonnet an obsession about a 
specified subject or idea 

Beeb /beeb/ n, Br - used for the BBC, humor [by shortening &. 
alter ] 

'bee.bread /-.bred/ n bitter yellowish brown pollen (mixed with honey 
by bees as food) 

beech /beech/ n, pi beeches, beech (the wood oQ any of a genus of 
hardwood deciduous trees with smooth grey bark and small edible 
tnangular nuts [ME beche, fr OE bece; akin to OE boc beech, OHG 
buohha, L fagus, Gk phegos oak] - becchen adj 
beech mast n the nuts of the beech (when lying on the ground) 

'bee .eater n (any oO a family of brightly coloured slender-billed 
insect-eating chiefly tropical Old World birds 
'beef /beef/ n. pi bUfs, i2a) beeves /beevz/. beef, MAm chiefly beefs 1 
the flesh of a bullock, cow. or other adult domestic bovine animal 
MFAT 2a an ox, cow, or bull in a (nearly) full-grown state, esp a bullock 
or cow fattened for food <a herd of good - > b a dressed carcass of a beef 
animal 3 muscular flesh, brawn 4 a complaint - infnil [ME. fr OF buef 
ox, beef, fr L bov-, bos head of cattle - more at ‘cow] 

>beef vt to add weight, strength, or power to - usu ^ up '^vi to complain 
- infml 

'beef, cake /-.kayk/ n a photographic display of muscular male phys- 
iques - infml, compare chffsfoakf 

'beefeater /-.eeta/ n yloman or thf guard - not used technically 
[beef ^ eater, ong sense, a well-fed servant] 

'beefsteak fungus /'bcef.stayk/ n a bnght red edible pore fungus that 
grows on dead trees 

'beef, wood /-.wood/ n (a tree yielding) any of several hard heavy reddish 
Australian or W Indian woods 
beefy /“beefi/ adj 1 full of beef 2 brawny, powerful 
beehive /‘bcc.hicv/ n 1 hivk 1 2 a scene of crowded activity - beehive 
adj 

'bee, line /-.hen/ n a straight direct course [fr the belief that n..‘ctar-laden 
bees return to their hives in a direct line] 

been /bin, been, strong been/ past part o/bf, spec//' paid a visit {has the 
postman ^ 

'bee .orchid n any of several European plants of the orchid family with 
velvety flowers resembling bees 

'beep /beep/ n a sound (e g from a horn or electronic device) that serves 
us a signal or warning [imit] 

'beep VI 1 to sound a horn 2 to make a beep ^ vt to cause (e g a horn) 
to sound - beeper n 

beer /bia/ n 1 an alcoholic dnnk brewed from fermented malt flavoured 
with hops 2 a carbonated nonalcoholic or fermented slightly alcoholic 
dnnk flavoured with roots or other plant parts {ginger [ME ber, fr 
OE bear, akin to OHG bior beer] 

.beer and 'skittles n pi but sing or pi in constr a situation of agreeable 
ease 

beery /bian/ adj 1 affecled or caused by beer voices) 2 smelling or 
tasting of beer {a tavenO 

.bee's 'knees n pi but sing m constr one who or that which is 
outstandingly good - infml; f the 

beestings, NAm beastings /'becstmgz/ n pi hut sing or pi in constr the 
colostrum, esp of a cow [ME bestynge, fr OE bysttng, fr bcosf] 
beeswax /'beez,waks/ n a yellowish plastic substance secreted by bees 
that IS used by them for constructing honeycombs and is used as a wood 
polish 

beet /beet/ n 1 any of vanous plants of the goosefoot family with a 
swollen root used as a vegetable, as a source of sugar, or for forage 2 NAm 
beetroot [ME bete, fr OE bete, fr L beta] 

'beetle /'bectl/ n 1 any of an order of insects that have 4 wings of which 
the front pair are modified into stiff covenngs that protect the back pair 
at rest 2 a game m which the players attempt to be the first to complete 
a stylized drawing of a beetle in accordance with the throwing of a dice 
[ME betylle, fr OE bitiUa, fr bitan to bite] 

'beetle w beetling /'beetling/ Br to move swiftly {^doff down the road) 
- infml 

'beetle n a heavy wooden tool for hammenng or ramming [ME betel, fr 
OE bfetel; akin to OE heatan to beat] 

beetling /’beetling/ adj prominent and overhanging brows) (ME 
bitd-browed with overhanging brows, prob fr betylle, bitel beetle] 
beetroot /'beetrooht/ n, pi beetroot, beetroots chiefly Br a cultivated 
beet with a red edible root that is a common salad vegetable 


befall /bi'fawl/ vb befell /bi'fel/, befallen /bi'fawbn/ to happen (to), esp 
as if by fate [ME befallen, fr OE befeallan, fr be- + feallan to fall] 
befit /biTit/ vt -tt- to be proper or becoming to 
befitting /bi'fitmg/ adj suitable, appropriate - befittingly adv 
befog /bi'fog/ vt -gg- 1 to make foggy; obscure 2 to confuse 
'before /bi'faw/ adv I so as to be m advance of others, ahead 2 earlier 
in lime; previously {haven’t we met ^ 7) {had left a week > [ME, adv 
& prep, fr OE beforan, fr be- ^ foran before, fr fore] 

'before prep la in front of b under the jurisdiction or consideration of 
{the case the court) 2 preceding in time; earlier than 3 in a higher 
or more important position than {put quantity ~ qutdity) 4 under the 
onslaught of 

'before conj 1 earlier than the time when 2 rather than 
beforehand /bi'faw, hand/ adv or adj 1 in anticipation 2 ahead of time 
- beforehandedness n 

befriend /bi'frend/ vt to become a fnend of purposely, show kindness 
and understanding to 

befuddle /biTudl/ vb befuddling /bi'fudling/ 1 to muddle or stupefy (as 
lO with drink 2 to confuse, perplex - befbddlement n 
beg /beg/ vb -gg- vt I to ask for as a chanty <'^ged alms) 2 to ask 
earnestly (for), entreat {^ a favour) <~ged her to stay) 3a to evade, 
sidestep ged the real problems) b to assume as established or proved 
without justification < - the question) — v/ 1 to ask for alms or chanty 
2a to ask earnestly (-^ged for mercy) b to ask permission - usu 4 an 
infinitive </ ~ to differ) 3 of a dog to sit up and hold out the forepaws 
[ME beggen, prob alter of OE bedecian] 

beget /bi'get/ vt -tt-; bcgot/bi'got/. archaic begat /bi'gat/, begotten 
/bi'gotn/, begot 1 to procreate as the father, sire 2 to produce as an effect, 
cause [ME begeten, alter of beyeten, fr OE bigietan - more at oft] - 
begetter n i 

'beggar /’bega/ n 1 one who lives by asking for gifts 2 a pauper 3 a 
person, esp a fellow - infml {lucky - > [ME beggere, beggare, fr beggen 
to beg ♦ -ere, -arc -er, (3) partly euphemism for bugger] 

'beggar vt 1 to reduce to beggary 2 to exceed the resources or abilities 
of \it — s descnption) 

'beggarly /-li/ adj 1 marked by extreme poverty 2 contemptibly mean, 
petty, or paltry - beggarliness n 
beggary /’began/ n poverty, penury ['bfogar ^ '-v] 
begin /bi'gin/ vb -nn-; began /bi'gan/, begun /bi'gun/ vi la to do the first 
part of an action, start {if you’re all ready, we’ll > b to undergo initial 
steps <ivc)rJt on the project began in May) 2a to come into existence, anse 
< (he war began in 1^39) b to have a starting point {the alphabet s with 
A vf 1 to set about the activity of {the children began laughing) 2 
tt t all into being, found < ~ a dynasty) 3 to come first in <A - s the 
alphabet) 4 to do or succeed in, in the least degree {can't ^ to desenbe 
her beauty) [ME beginnen, fr OE beginnan, akin to OHG biginnan to 
begin, OE on^i/i/ian] - beginner n 

beginning /bi'gining/ n 1 the point at which sthg begins, the start 2 the 
first part 3 the ongin, source 4 a rudimentary stage or early penod - 
usu pi 

beg off Vi to ask to be released from sthg 

begone /bi'gon/ v/ to go away, depart - usu in the infin or esp the 
iiiqjerativc [ME, fr be gone (impcr)] 

begonia /bi'gohm-a/ n any of a large genus of tropical plants that have 
asymmetncal leaves and arc widely cultivated as ornamental garden and 
house plants [NL, genus name, fr Michel Begon tl710 F governor of 
Santo Domingo] 

begorra /'bi'gora/ inteij, Insh - used as a mild oath [euphemism for by 
God] 

begrudge /bi'gnij/ vf 1 to give or concede reluctantly {he ^ d every 
minute taken from his work) 2 to envy the pleasure or enjoyment of {they 
^ him his wealth) -- begnidger n, begrudglRgly adv 
beguile /bi'giel/ vt 1 to deceive, hoodwink 2 to while away, esp by some 
agreeable occupation 3 to please or persuade by the use of wiles, charm 
(her ways ^ d him) ~ vi to deceive by wiles ~ beguilemeiit n, beguiler 
n, beguilingly adv 

beguine /bi'geen/ n a vigorous popular W Indian dance [AmerF 
beguine, fr F beguin flirtation] 

behalf /bi'hahf/ n [ME, ben^it, support, fr by -v ha//* half, side] - on 
behalf of, NAm in tehalf of in the interest of. as a representative of 
behave /bi'hayv/ vb 1 to conduct (oneselO in a specified way (she has 
been behaving badly) 2 to conduct (oneself) properly (you must leam to 
yourself in company) (ME behaven, fr be- f haven to have, hold - 
more at have] - behaver n 

behaviour, NAm chiefly beharior /bi'hayvya/ n la anything that an 
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organism does involving action and response to stimulation b the 
response of an individual, group, or species to its environment 2 the way 
in which sthg (eg a machine) functions [alter of ME behavour, fr 
behaven] - behaviounJ adj, bchavlourally adv 
behaviourism /brhayvya.nz(a)m/ n a theory holding that the proper 
concern of psychology is the objective study of behaviour and that 
information derived from introspecuon is not admissible psychological 
evidence 

behaviour therapy n therapy intended to change an abnormal behav- 
iour (e g a phobia) by conditioning the patient to respond normally 
behead /bi'hed/ vt to cut off the head of, decapitate 
behest /bi‘hest/ n an urgent prompting or insistent request (^returned 
home at the of hu friends') [ME promise, command, fr 0£ behxs 

promise, fr behatan to promise, fr be- + hatan to command, promise] 
’behind /bi'hiend/ adv la in the place, situation, or time that is being or 
has been departed from </ Ve left the keys ^ - SEU 5) b in, to, or towards 
the back (^look ^ ) 2a in a secondary or inferior position b in arrears 
< ^ in his payments) c slow [ME behwde, fr OE behindan, fr be- 
hindan from behind; akin to OE hinder behind - more at ^hino] 
^behind prep la(l) at or to the back or rear of (look you) (2) 
remaining after (sby who has departed) <ye/) a great name ^ him) b 
obscured by (^malice ^ the mask of friendship) 2 - used to indicate 
backwardness <~ his classmates in performance), delay schedule), 
or deficiency (flagged ^ last year’s sales) 3a in the background of <r/ie 
conditions ^ the strike) b in a supporting position at the back of (solidly 
^ their candidate) - behind the times old-fashioned, out-of-date 
‘behind n the buttocks - slang ['behind] 

behindhand /bi'hiend, hand/ adj 1 behind schedule, in arrears (he 
was with the rent) 2 lagging behind the times, backward 
i^be.hind-the-'scenea adj kept. made, or held in secret 
behold /bi'hohld/ vb beheld /bi'held/ vt to see, observe vi archaic - 
used m the imper to call attention [ME beholden to keep, behold, fr OE 
behealdan, fr be- healdan to hold] - beholder n 
beholden /bi'hohldn/ adj under obligation for a favour or gift, indebted 
to [ME fr pp of beholden] 

behoof /bi'hoof, bi'hoohf/ n advantage, profit [ME bchof, fr OE behof, 
akin to OE hebban to raise - more at heave] 
behoove /bi'hoohv/ vb, NAm to behove 

behove /bi'hohv/ vb to be incumbent (on), or necessary, proper, or 
advantageous (for) (it us to fight) [ME behoven, fr OE behoftan, (r 
behof] 

beige /bayzh, bayj/ n a yellowish grey colour [F] - beige adj, beigy 
adj 

’being /’bee-ing/ n la the quality or state of having existence b conscious 
existence, life (the mother who gave him his '^) 2 the qualities that 
constitute an existent thing; the essence; esp personality 3 a living thing, 
esp a person [ME, fr gerund of been, beon to be - more at rf.] 

‘being adj [prp of be] - for the time being for the moment 
bel /bel/ n 10 decibels [Alexander Graham Bell tl922 US inventor] 
belabour /bi'layba/ vt 1 to work on or at to absurd lengths the 
obvious) 2a to beat soundly b to assail, attack 
belated /bi'laytid/ adj delayed beyond the usual time [pp of arch belate 
(to make late)] - belatedly adv, belatednesa n 
’belay /bi'lay/ vt 1 to secure or make fast (e g a rope) by turns round a 
support or bitt 2 to stop 3a to secure (a person) at the end of a rope b 
to secure (a rope) to a person or object ^ vi 1 to be belayed 2 to stop, 
leave off - in the imper < ^ there) 3 to make a rope fast [ME beleggen 
to beset, fr OE belecgan, fr be- 4- leegan to lay] 

‘belay n 1 a method or act of belaying a rope or person in mountain 
climbing 2 (sthg to which is attached) a mountain climber’s belayed 
rope 

bel canto /.bel 'kantoh/ n operatic singing stressing ease, punty, even- 
ness of tone production, and an agile and precise vocal technique [It, lit., 
beautiful singing] 

belch /belch/ VI 1 to expel gas suddenly from the stomach through the 
mouth 2 to erupt, explode, or detonate violently 3 to issue forth 
spasmodically; gush ^ vr 1 to eject or emit violently 2 to expel (gas) 
suddenly from the stomach through the mouth [ME belchen, fr OE 
bealcian] - belch n 

beldam, beldame /'beldam, -dam/ n an old woman; esp a hag [ME 
beldam grandmother, fr MF bel beautiful ^ ME dam] 
beleaguer /bileega/ vt 1 to surround with an army so as to prevent 
escape; besiege 2 to beset, harass p belegeren, fr be- (akin to OE be-) 
+ kger camp; akin to OHG legar bed - more at 'lair] 
belfmnite /lielammet/ n a conical pointed fossil shell of any of an order 


of extinct cephalopod molluscs [F bSlemnite, fr Gk belemnon dart; akin 
to Gk ballein to throw - more at dlvil] - belemnitic /-'nitik/ adj 
bel esprit /.bel e'spree (Fr brl rspn)/ n, pi beaux esprits /.bohz e'spree 
(Fr boz (spn)/ a person with a fine and gifted mind [F, lit., fine 
mind] 

belfry /'belfn/ n (a room in which a bell is hung in) a bell tower, esp when 
associated with a church 3** church [ME belfrey, alter, of berfrey, fr 
MF berfrei, denv of Gk pyrgos phoretos movable war tower] 

Belgian /'belj(3)n/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Belgium [Belgium, 
country in NW Europe] 

.Belgian 'hare n (any oO a breed of slender dark-red domestic rab- 
bits 

Belgo- /belgoh-/ comb form Belgian and (Beigo- English) [Belgian] 
Belial /'beeli al/ n worthlessness, wickedness - often personified in the 
Bible (children of ^) [Gk, fr Heb biliya’af] 
belie /bi'he/ vt belying 1 to give a false impression of 2 to show (sthg) 
to be false [ME belien, fr OE heleogan, fr be- + leogan to lie - more at 
’lie] - beller n 

belief /bi'leef/ n 1 trust or confidence in sby or sthg 2 sthg believed; 
specif a tenet or body of tenets held by a group 3 conviction of the truth 
of some statement or the reality of some being, thing, or phenomenon, esp 
when based on examination of evidence [ME beleave, prob alter of OE 
geleafa, fr ge-, associative prefix t leafa, akin to OE lyfan] 
baliava /bi'leev/ vi la to have a firm religious faith b to accept sthg 
trustfully and on faith (people who in the natural goodness of man) 
2 to have a firm conviction as to the reality or goodness of sthg (^ in 
exercise) '^vt 1 to consider to be true or honest <- the reports) 2 to 
hold as an opinion, think </ ^ it will ram sorm) VSEivi) often ^ in (ME 
beleven, fr OE belefan, fr be- ♦ lyfan, lefan to allow, believe, akin to OHG 
gilouben to believe. OE leaf dear - more at love] - believable adj, 
believer n 

Be.lisha 'beacon /bs'leesha/ n a flashing light in an amber globe 
mounted on a usu black and white striped pole that marks a zebra crossing 
[Leslie Hore-Beltsha tl957 E politician] 
belittle /bi'Iitl/ vt belittling /bi'Iitling, -'litl mg/ to undermine the value 
of her efforts) - belittlement n, belittler n 
’bell /bel/ n 1 a hollow metallic device, um cup-shaped with a fianng 
mouth if operated manually, and saucer shaped if part of an electrical or 
clockwork device, that vibrates and gives forth a ringing sound when 
struck 2 the sound of a bell as a signal, specif one to mark the start of 
the last lap in a running or cycling race or the .start or end of a round in 
boxing, wrestling, etc 3a a bell rung to tell the hour b a half-hour 
subdivision of a watch on shipboard indicated by the strokes of a bell 4 
sthg bell-shaped eg a the corolla of any of many flowers b the flared 
end of a wind instrument [ME belle, fr OE, akin to OE bellan to roar - 
more at bei low] 

‘bell vt 1 to provide with a bell 2 to make bell-mouthed vi to take the 
form of a bell, flare 

‘bell VI, of a stag or hound to make a resonant bellowing or baying sound 
[ME belien, fr OE bellan] 

belladonna /.beb'dona/ n (an atropine-contaming extract oO deadly 
nightshade [It, lit , beautiful lady; fr its use as a cosmetic] 
belladonna lily n a plant of the daffodil family noted for its fragrant 
usu white or pink flowers 

'bell-.bottoms n pi trousers with wide fianng bottoms garment 
- bell-bottom adj 

'bell, boy /-.boy/ n, chiefly NAm 'page ^ 

'bell ,buoy n a buoy fitted with a warning b^ll which is rung by the action 
of the waves 

belle /bel/ n a popular and attractive girl pr woman (bathing s> (the 
^ of the ball) [F, fr fern of beau beautifgjl - more at beau] 
belles lettres /.bel 'letra, 'lets (Fr br 1 Irtr)/ n pi but sing in constr Oight, 
entertaining, usu sophisticated) literature l^at has no practical or infor- 
mative function [F, lit., fine letters] - beltetrlst /-'letnst/ n 
'bell, flower /-.flowa/ n any of a genus of p^ts (e g the harebell) having 
usu showy bell-shaped flowers 
'bell .tieather n a western European heather 
bellhoip /-.hop/ n, NAm 'page 2 [short for bell-hopper] 
bellicote /lielikohs/ adj disposed to or fond of quarrels or wars [ME, 
fr L bellioosus, fr bellicus of war, fr bellum war] - beUicosdy adv, 
bclUcoseneia n, bellicoaity /-'kosati/ n 

•bellied /-belid/ comb form (adj - adj) having (such) a belly (a 
b(g-bellied man) 

belligerence /ba'lij(o)rans/ , belligerciicy /-si/ o 1 an aggressive or 
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truculent attitude, atmosphere, or disposition 2 the state of being at war 
or in conflict, speaf the status of a legally recognized belligerent 
bel'ligtrtnt /-rant/ adj 1 engaged in legally recognized war 2 inclined 
to or exhibiting assertiveness, hostility, or combativeness [modif of L 
belligerant-, belligerans, prp of belligenre to wage war, fr belliger waging 
war, fr bellum gerere to wage - more at cast] - belligerent n, 
bcUlgerently adv 

bell .jam a bell-shaped usu glass vessel that is designed to cover objects 
or to contain gases or a vacuum 

'bell .metal n bronze with a high tin content, used for bells 
bellow Aeloh/ vi 1 to make the loud deep hollow sound characteristic 
of a bull 2 to shout in a deep voice vt to bawl <~s rhe orders') [ME 
belwen, fr OE bylgian, akin to OE & OHG bellan to roar. Skt bhasatc he 
talks] - bellow n 

bellows /l)elohz/ n, pi bellows 1 a device that by alternate expansion 
and contraction supplies a current of air - often pi with sing meaning 2 
a pleated expandable part in a camera [ME bely, below, belwes - more 
at BFLl y] 

'bell, pull /-.pool/ n (a handle or knob attached to) a cord by which one 
rings a bell 

'bell ,push n a button that is pushed to nng a bell 
'bell.wether /-.wedha/ n a male sheep that leads the flock, broadly a 
leader who is followed blindly [ME, fr belle bell + wether, fr the practice 
of belling the leader of a flock] 

'belly /'bell/ n la abdomen 1 b(l) the undersurface of ^n animal's 
body (2) a cut of pork consisting of this part of the body ^ ^ mca r c 
the womb, uterus d the stomach and associated organs 2 an internal 
cavity, the inte^iQr 3 a surface or object curved or rounded like a human 
belly [ME bely bellows, belly, fr OE beig bag. skin, akin to OHG baig 
bag, skin, OE blawan to blow] 

’belly vb to swell, fill (the sails bellied) 

"belly,ache /-.ayk/ n colic 

’bellyache vi to complain whiningly or peevishly, find fault - infml - 
bellyacher n 

'belly .button n navel I - infml 

'belly .dance n a usu solo dance emphasizing movements of the belly - 
belly dance vi. belly dancer n 

'belly .flop n a dive into water in which the front of the body stnkes flat 
against the surface - belly flop vi 

'bellyful /-fla)!/ n an excessive amount (a ^ of advice) - infml 
'belly..land V/ to land an aircraft on its undersurface without the use of 
landing gear - belly landing n 
'belly .laugh n a deep hearty laugh 

belong /bi'long/ vi 1 to be in a proper situation (e g according to ability 
or social qualification), position, or place 2 to be attached or bound to 
by birth, allegiance, dependency, or membership 3 to be an attnbute, 
part, or function of a person or thing (nuts and bolts to a car) 4 to 
be properly classified (whales ^ among the mammals) [ME belongen, 
fr be- 4 longen to be suitable, fr along (on) because (oQ] ~ belong to to 
be the property of 

belonging /belong ing/ n 1 a possession - usu pi 2 close or intimate 
relationship (a sense of '^) 

.BelO'ruaaian /.beloh-/ n or adj (a) Byelorussian 
beloved /bi'luvid, bi'luvd/ n or adj, pi beloved (sby) dearly loved - usu 
iQ fml or religious contexts 

'below /bi'loh/ adv 1 in, on, or to a lower place, floor, or deck, specif on 
earth or in or to Hades or hell 2 under 2 3 under the surface of the water 
or earth [be- 4 low, adj] 

’below prep 1 in or to a lower place than; under 2 infenor to (e g in rank) 
3 not suitable to the rank of; beneaih 2 4 covered by, underneath 5 
downstream from 6 under ^ (^ the age of IS) 

’below n, pi below the thing or matter written or discussed lower on the 
same page or on a following page 

*below inteij - used by a climber to warn others below to beware of falling 
stones or rocks 

bel peeee /.bel pah'ayzay/ o, often cap BAP a mild soft creamy Italian 
cheese with a thin dark yellow nnd [It, lit., beautiflil country] 

'belt /belt/ n 1 a strip of material worn round the waist or hips or over 
the shoulder for decoration or to hold sihg (e g clothii^ or a weapon) 2 
an endless band of tough flexible material for transmitting motion and 
power or conveying materials 3 an area charactenzed by some distinctive 
feature (e g of culture, geology, or life forms); esp one suited to a specified 
crop [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG bale belt; both fr a prehistonc 
WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr L balteus belt] - belted adj, beltlees adj 
- below the belt in an unfair way (alluding to his past misdeeds in that 


way really hitting below the belt) - under one's belt as part of one’s 
experience, having been attained 

’belt vt la to encircle or fasten with a belt b to strap on 2a to beat (as 
lO with a belt, thrash b to stnke, hit - infml 3 to sing in a forceful manner 
or style - usu 4 out, infml ^ vi to move or act in a vigorous or violent 
manner - infml 

’belt n a jarring blow; a whack - infml 
belting /liclting/ n 1 belts collectively 2 matenal for belts 
belt up VI, Br SHUT up - infml 
'beltway /-.way/ n, chiefly NAm ring road 
beluga /bi'loohga/ n 1 a white sturgeon of the Black s^ Caspian sea, 
and their tnbutanes 2 a whale that is white when adult [Russ, fr bdyf 
white, akin to Gk phainein to show - more at fancy] 
belvedere /'belvidia/ n a turret, cupola, etc placed esp on the roof of a 
house to command an extensive view [It. lit , beautiful view] 
bemoan /bi'mohn/ vt to express regret, displeasure, or deep gnef over; 
lament 

bemuse /bi'myoohz/ vt to make confused, bewilder - befflotedly 
/-zidli/ adv, bemusement n 

Bence-Jones protein /.bens 'johnz/ n a protein that occurs abnor- 
mally in the blood serum and unne in some cancers of the bone marrow, 
esp multiple myeloma, and occas in other bone diseases [Henry 
Bence-Jones tl 873 E physicia* Sr chemist] 

'bench /bench/ n la a long u u backless seat (e g of wood or stone) for 

2 or more people b a thwart in a boat 2a often cap (1) a judge’s seat in 
court ( 2 ) the office of judge or magistrate (appointed to the ->') b sing 
or pi in constr the judges or magistrates (1) heanng a particular case (2) 
collectively 3 a(l) a seat for an official (e g a judge or magistrate) ( 2 ) the 
office or dignity of such an official b any of the long seats on which 
members sit in Parliament 4 a long worktable [ME, fr OE bene, akin to 
OHG bank bench] 

’bench \t 1 to exhibit (a dog) at a show 2 NAm to remove from or keep 
out of a game 

bencher /’bencha/ n, Br any of the chief or governing members of any 
of the Inns of Court ['bench 4 ^er] 

'bench.mark /-.rnahk/ n 1 a point of reference (eg a mark on a 
permanent object indicating height above sea level) from which measure- 
ments may be made, esp in surveying 2 sthg that serves as a standard by 
which others may be measured 

'bend /bend/ n any of vanous knots for fastening one rope to another or 
to an object - compare hitch [ME, band, fr OE, fetter] 

’bend vb bent /bent/ vt 1 to force into or out of a curve or angle 2 to 
fasten ^ a sail to its yard) 3 to make submissive; subdue 4a to cause 
to turn from a course, deflect b to guide or turn towards sthg; direct (he 
bent hts steps homewards) 5 to direct strenuously or with interest; apply 
<'.ent themselves to the task) 6 to alter or modify to make more 
acceptable, esp to oneself < ~ the rules) '-vt 1 to move or curve out of 
a straight line or position 2 to incline the body, esp in submission; bow 

3 to yield, compromise [ME bendan, fr OE bendan\ akin to OE bend 
fetter] - bend over backwards to make extreme efforts 

’bend n 1 bending or being bent 2 a curved part, esp of a road or stream 
3 pi but sing or pi in constr caisson disease (a case of the - s> - royad 
the bend mad, crazy - infml (thought his fnends must havegon round 
the bend) ^ 

bender /'benda/ n a dnnking spree - infml [^bend 4 ^-er] 
bendy /'bendi/ adj 1 pi i able la 2 having many bends 
'beneath /bi neeth/ adv 1 in or to a lower position; below 2 directly 
under; underneath (ME benethe, fr OE beneothan, fr be- + neothan 
below, akin to OE nithera nether] 

’beneath prep la in or to a lower position than, below b directly under, 
esp so as to be close or touching 2 not suitable to; unworthy of 
contempt) 3 under the control, pressure, or influence of 
Benedicite /.beni’disitay, -tee/ n a hymn of praise to God beginning ‘All 
the works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord’ [ME, fr LL, bless ye, imper p* 
of benedicerc to bless, fr the first word of the hymn] 

Benedictine /.beni'dikteen, -tin/ n 1 a monk or a nun of any of the 
congregations following the nile of St Benedict and devoted esp to 
scholarship 2 often not cap jrandy -based liqueur made ong by French 
Benedictine monks - Beneibcuoc adj 

benediction /,beni'diksh(9)n/ ii 1 the invocation of a blessing; esp the 
short blessing with which pubi* - worship is concluded 2 often cap a 
Roman Catholic or Anglo-Catholic devotion including the *xposition of 
the Host and the blessing of the people with it [ME benedkc.oun, fr ' i 
benediction-, benedictio, fr bencdictiis, pp of bmedkeK to bleis (r l, »,i 



ben 


88 


Speak of, fr bene well ^ dicere to say - more at bounty dic 
noNl 

BenediCtUS /.bem'diktas/ n 1 a liturgical text from Mt 21 9 beginning 
‘Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord’ 2 a canticle from Lk 
1 68 beginning ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel’ (LI . blessed, fr pp of 
benedicerr, fr its first word] 

benefaction /,beni'faksh(3)n/ n 1 the act of doing good, esp by 
generous donation 2 a benefit conferred, esp a chantable donation [LI 
benefaction , benefactio, fr L bene factus, pp of bene facere to do good to, 
fr bene facere to do - more at do] 
benefactor /'beni.fakta/, fern benefactress /-tris/ n one who gives aid, 
esp one who makes a gift or bequest to a person, institution, etc 
benefice Aenifis/ n an ecclesiastical office to which an income is 
attached [ME, fr MF, fr ML beneficium, fr L, favour, promotion, fr 
bene/icus beneficent, fr bene *■ facere] - benefice vt 
beneficent /bi'nefis(3)nt/ adj doing or producing good, esp performing 
acts of kindness and chanty [back-formation fr benefnence, Ir L heneH 
centta, fr beneftcus] - beneficently adv, beneficence /-s(a)ns/ n 
beneficial /,beni'fish(a)l/ adj 1 confernng benefits, conducive to per- 
sonal or soaal well-being 2 receiving or entitling one to receive advantage 
or profit, esp from property ~ owner of an estate^ [L beneficium 
favour, benefit] - beneficially adv, beneficialness n 
beneficiary /beniTish(3)n/ n 1 one who benefits from sthg 2 one who 
receives the income or proceeds of a trust, will, or insurance policy - 
beneficiary adj 

beneficlate /beniTishi,ayt/ w to treat (a raw matenal) so as to improve 
properties - beneficiation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 
'benefit /liemfit/ n la sthg that promotes well bang, an advantage b 
good, welfare <dfd it for his ^ > 2a finanaal help in time of need (e g 
sickness, old age. or unemployment) b a payment or service provided for 
under an annuity, pension scheme or insurance policy 3 an entertain 
ment, game, or social event to raise funds for a person or cause [ME, fr 
AF benfet, fr I bene factum, fr ncut of bene factus] 

^benefit vb -t- (NAm -t-, -tt-) vt to be useful or profitable to - vi to receive 
benefit 

.benefit of 'clergy n 1 the former clerical privilege of being tned in an 
ecclesiastical court 2 the ministration or sanction of the church -- chiefly 
humor <a couple living together without ^ > 

,benefit of the 'doubt n the assumption of innocence in the absepce 
of complete proof of guilt 

Benelux /’^iluks/ n (the customs union formed in 1947 between) 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg <r/ie ^ countnesy [Belgium 
+ Netherlands + Luxembourg] 

benevolent /bi'nevabnt/ adj 1 marked by or disposed to doing good 
chantable 2 indicative of or charactenzed by goodwill < ^ smilesy [ME, 
fr L benevolent-, benevolens, fr bene t volent-, volens, prp of velle to wish 

- more at will] - benevolence n, benevolently adv, benevolentness n 
Bengali /ben'gawli, beng'gawli/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Bengal 2 

a native or inhabitant of Bangladesh 3 the modem Indic language of 
Bengal ' 1 ^ languagf [Hindi Bangali, fr Bangal Bengal] - Bengali 
adj 

benighted /bi'nietid/ adj intellectually, morally, or socially unenlight- 
ened [fr pp of benight (to overtake by darkness or night), fr be- ^ 'night] 

- bepigbtedly adv, benigbtedneas n 

benign /bi'nien/ adj t gentle, gracious 2 favourable, mild <a ^ chmatey 

3 of a tumour not malignant [ME benigne, fr MF, fr L benigaus, fr bene 
well + gigni to be bom, passive of gignere to beget - more at bounty, 
kin] - benignly adv, benignity /bi'mgnati/ n 

benignant /bi'nignant/ adj benign 1, 2 [benign + -ant (as in malig- 
nant)] - benignantly adv, benignnncy /-nonsi/ n 
'bent /bent/ n la a reedy grass b a stalk of stiff coarse grass 2 any of 
a genus of grasses including important pasture and lawn grasses [ME, 
grassy place, bent grass, fr OE beonot-, akin to OHG bmuz rush] 
Hient adj 1 changed from an onginal straight or even condition by 
bending, curved 2 set on <was ~ on winningy 3 Br homosexual - slang 

4 Br corrupt, crooked 2 - slang (ME, fr pp of benden to bend] 
*bent Ala strong inclination or interest, a bias 2 a speaal ability or talent 

(a ~ for arty [irrcg fr *bend] 

Benthamism /'benth3,miz(3)in/ n the utilitanan philosophy of Jeremy 
Bentham [Jeremy Bentbam tl832 E philosopher] - Benthamite 
Ajniet/ A 

benthos /’benthos/ a organisms that live on or at the bottom of bodies 
of water [NL» fr Ok, depth, deep sea, akin to Ok bathys deep - more at 
BATHY ] - bssthie /^enthtk/ adj 


bentonite /'bentdniet/ n an absorbent clay used esp to give bulk to paper, 
drugs, etc [Fort Benton, Montana, USA] - bentonitic /-'nitik/ adj 
'bentwood /-.wood/ adj made of wood that is steamed and bent into 
shape for use in furniture 

benumb /bi'num/ vt to make inactive or numb deaden [ME benomen, 
fr benomen. benome, pp of benimen to depnve, fr OE beniman, fr be- ^ 
niman to take - more at nimbi i-] 

benz- /benz /, benzo- comb form related to benzene or benzoic acid 
(\>en7ophenone^ <benzy/> [ISV. fr benzoin] 

benzaidehyde /ben'zaldihied/ n a liquid chemical compound found in 
essential oils (e g in peach kernels) and used in flavounng and perfumes, 
as a solvent, and in the synthesis of dyes [G benzaldehyd, fr benz- + 
aldehyd aldehyde] 

Benzedrine /'benzadnn, -dreen/ trademark - used for a type of 
amphetamine 

benzene /'hen/een/ n an inflammable poisonous liquid hydrocarbon 
used in the synthesis of organic chemical compounds and as a solvent 
[ISV benz- ♦ ene] - benzcnoid /’benz-uioyd/ adf 
'benzene ring n the structural arrangement of 6 carbon atoms that 
exists in the molecules of benzene and many other organic chemical 
compounds 

benzine /'benzecn/ n any of various volatile inflammable petroleum 
distillates used esp as solvents or motor fuels [G ben/in, fr benz-] 
benzodiazepine /benzohdicay/ipm/ n any of several chemically 
related synthetic drugs (c g diazepam chlordiazepoxide, and nitrazepam) 
widely used as tranquillizers, sedatives, and hypnotics [benz + di + az 
t epoxide f -me] 

benzoic 'acid /ben'zohik/ n an organic acid used esp as a food 
preservative, in medicine, and in organic synthesis [ISV, fi benzoin] 
benzoin /benzoh in ‘ benzoyn/ n (any of various trees found in SF 
Asia yielding) a hard fragrant yellowish balsamic resin used esp in 
medicines [MF benjoin, fr OCatal benjui fr Ai luhan jawi lit , fraiikin 
cense of Java] 

benzol /’benzol/ n (unrefined) benzene [O fr benz + ol] 
bequeath /bi'kweeth, bi kweedh/ vt 1 to give or leave (sthg, esp personal 
property) by will - compare dlvisl 2 2 to transmit hand down {ideas 
^ed to MS by the I9th f> [MF bequethen, fr OE beewethan, fr be- ♦ 
ewethan to say - more at quoth] - bequeathal /bikweedhal/ n 
bequest /bi kwest/ n 1 the act of bequeathing 2 a legacy [ME, irrcg fr 
bequethen] 

berate /bi'rayt/ vt to scold or condemn vehemently [be rate (to 
chide), fr ME raten] 

Berber /'buhba/ n 1 a member of a Caucasian people of N Afnca 2 (any 
of vanous N Afncan languages comprising) a Hamitic branch of the 
Afro-Asiatic language family [Ar Barhar] 

berberine /’buhbareen/ n a bitter alkaloid obtained from the roots of 
vanous plants (c g barberry) and used esp as a tonic [G berbenn, fr NL 
berbens barberry root, fr ML barbens, fr Ar baiiians] 
berceuse /bea'suhz/ n, pi berceuses / ~/ (a musical composition in the 
style oO a lullaby [F fr fiercer to rock] 

bereave /bi'rcev/ vt bereaved, bereft /bi'reft/ to rob or depnve of sby 
or sthg held dear esp through death [ME bereven, fr OE bercafian, fr fie- 
^ reaHan to rob akin to OHG roubon to rob, L rumpere to break, mere 
to rush, dig up] - bereavement n 

be'reaved n or adj, pi bereaved {the person) sufienng the death of a loved 
one 

bereft /bi'reft/ adj 1 depnved or robbed of, completely without sthg 
of all hopey 2 bereaved 

beret /lieray/ n a cap with a tight headband, a soft full flat top, and no 
peak [F berret, fr Prov - more at hirlita] 

'berg /buhg/ n an iceberg 

*berg n. SAfr a mountain - often in place-names [Afnk, fr MD bergh. 

berch, akin to OHG berg mountain] 
bergamot /’buhgamot/ n a pear-shaped orange whose nnd yields an 
essential oil used in perfumery [prob fr Bergamo, town in Italy] 
be«’gschrund /lieag^shroont/ a a crevasse at the top of a mountain 
glqcicr [O, fr berg mountain f schmnd crack] 
ber^>eri /Tien, ben, ,-'-/ a a deficiency disease marked by degeneration 
of the nerves and caused by a lack of or inability to assimilate vitamin B, 
[Sinhalese brnnhasH] 
bork /buhk/ a, Br a burk - slang 

Berkoleian, Berkeleyan /bah'klee an, 'bahkli-an/ adj (characteristic) of 
Bishop Berkeley or his theory that only what is immediately percaved is 
real [George Berkeley tl753 Ir bishop & philosopher] - Bwkeleian n, 
Berkeieianian a 
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berkelium /ba'keeli sm/ n an artificially produced radioactive metallic 
element periodic table [NL, fr Berkeley, city in California. 
USA) 

berm, berme /buhm/ /i 1 a narrow shelf between a ditch and the base 
of a parapet in a fortification 2 a narrow path beside a road, canal, etc 
[F berme, fr D berm stnp of ground along a dyke, akin to ME bnmme 
bnm] 

Bermuda rig /ba'myoohda/ n a fore-and-aft rig with a tall mainmast 
and tnangular mainsail [Bermuda Islands in the W Atlantic ocean] 
Bermuda 'shorts n pi knee-length shorts garment 
'berry /ben/ n la a small, pulpy, and usu edible fruit (e g a strawberry 
or raspberry) b a simple fruit (e g a currant, grape, tomato, or banana) 
with a pulpy or fleshy pencarp - used technically in botany 2 an egg of 
a fish or lobster [ME berye, fr OE bene', akin to OHG ben berry) - 
berried adj, berrylike adj 

'berry vi 1 to bear or produce bernes 2 to gather or seek bernes 
'berserk /ba'zuhk, buh-/ n any of a type of ancient Scandinavian wamor 
who fought in a wild frenzy [ON berserkr, fr bjorn bear + serkr 
shirt] 

'berserk adj frenzied, esp with anger, crazed - usu in go berserk ~ berserk 
adv 

berserker /ba'zuhka/ n a berserk 

'berth /buhth/ n 1 safe distance for manoeuvnng maintained between a 
ship and another object 2 an allotted place for a ship when at anchor or 
at a wharf 3 a place for sleeping (e g a bunk), esp on a ship or tram 4a 
a place, position (earned the number 2 ^ ) b a job, post - infml [prob 
fr ^bear + -th] - give a wide berth to to remain at a safe distance from, 
avoid 

'berth vt 1 to bnng into a berth, dock 2 to allot a berth to ^ vi to come 
into a berth 

-berther /-buhtha/ comb form ( - n) sthg having berths of a specified 
kind or number 

beryl /'benl/ n a mineral that is a silicate of beryllium and aluminium, 
occurs as green, yellow, pink, or white crystals, and is used as a gemstone 
' compare aquamarine, emerald [ME, fr OF benl, fr L beryllus, fr 
Gk beryllos, of Indie ongin. akin to Skt vaidurya cat’s-cyc gem) ^ 
beryllium /ba'nlEam/ n a light strong bivalent metallic element 
PERIODIC lAiJLr [NL, fr Gk beryllion, dim of beryllos] 
beseech /bi'seech/ vr besought /-sawt/, beseeched 1 to beg for urgently 
or anxiously (besought a favour of her} 2 to request earnestly, implore 
(do not go. I ^ you^ [ME besechen, fr be- + sechen to seek] - 
beseechingly adv 

beset /bi'set/ vt 1 to trouble or assail constantly by fears) 2 to 
surround and (prepare to) attack by the enemy} [ME besetten to set 
round, encompass, fr OE besettan, fr be- + settan to set] - beset- 
ment n 

besetting /bi'setmg/ adj constantly causing temptation or difficulty; 
continuously present (a sin} 

beside /bi'sied/ prep la by the side of (walk me} b in companson 
with c on a par with d unconnected with, wide of (-- the point} 2 
besides [ME, adv & prep, fr OE be sidan at or to the side, fr be at (fr bi) 
sidan, dat & acc of side side - more at by] - beside oneself in a state 
of extreme agitation or excitement 

'be'sides adv l as an additional factor or circumstance (has a wife and 
6 Children ^} 2 moreover, furthermore 
'besides prep 1 other than, unless we are to mention (who ^ John would 
say that^ 2 as an additional circumstance to (^ being old, ,she is losing 
her sight} 

besiege /bi'seej/ vt 1 to surround with armed forces 2a to ciowd round; 
surround closely b to press with questions, requests, etc; importune - 

besieger n 

besmirch /bi'smuhch/ vt to sully, soil 

besom /*beezia)m/ n broom 2; esp one made of twigs [ME beseme, fr 
OE besma; akin to OHG besmo broom] 

besotted /bi'sotid/ adj 1 made dull or foolish, esp by infatuation 2 
drunk, intoxicated [fr pp of besot (to make dull or foob^), fr be- + sof 
(to befool)] v: 

bespatter /bi'spata/ vt to spatter 

bespeak /bi'speek/ vt bespoke /-'spohk/; bespoken /-'spohkan/ 1 to 
hire, engage, or claim beforehand 2 to indicate, signify (her performance 
^ s considerable practice} LISE fml 
bespectacled /^i'spektakld/ adj wearing glasses 
bespoke /bi'spohk/ arjj, Br 1 made-to-measure; broadly made or 
arranged accor^ng to particular requirements 2 dealing in or producing 
articles that are made to measure (a tailor} [pp of bespeak] 


besprinkle /brspnngkl/ vt to spnnkle [ME besprengeln, freq of 
besprengen, fr OE besprengan] 

.Bessemer con'verter /besima/ n the furnace used m the Bessemer 
process 

‘Bessemer .process n a steelmaking process in which air is blasted 
through molten pig iron to remove impurities [Sir Henry Bessemer 1 1898 
E engineer & inventor] 

'best /best/ adj, superlative of good 1 excelling all others (e g in ability, 
quality, integrity, or usefulness) (the ^ student} 2 most productive of 
good (what IS the ^ thing to do} 3 most, largest (for the ^ part of a 
week} 4 reserved for special occasions (got out the sherry glasses} 
[ME, fr OE betst, akin to OE bot remedy - more at better] 

'best adv. superlative of weu 1 in the best manner; to the best extent or 
degree (a Wednesday would suit me ^ - SEU 5> 2 better 2 (is 
avoided} (we’d ^ go} - as beat in the best way (climbed over as best 
he could} 

'best n, pi beat 1 the best state or part (never at my ^ before 
breakfast} (the ^ of life is over at 20} 2 sby or sthg that is best (can nde 
with the ^ of them} 3 the greatest degree of good or excellence (always 
demand the of my pupils} 4 one’s maximum effort (did my ^} 5 best 
clothes (Sunday ^ > 6 a winning majonty (the of 3 games} - at beat 

even under the most favourable circumstances, seen in the best light - 
make the best of to cope with an unfavourable situation in the best and 
most optimistic manner possible 
*bctt vt to get the better of; outdo 

.beat ,end of 'neck n a cut of lamb, veal, etc from between the lower 
end of the neck and the loin meat 

bestial /besti-al/ adj 1 of beasts 2 marked by brutal or inhuman 
instincts or desires, spec;/* sexually depraved [ME, fr MF, fr L bestialis, 
fr bestia beast] - bestialize vt, bMtially adv 

bestiality /.besti'abti/ n bestial behaviour, specif sexual relations 
between a human being and an animal [bestial + -irv] 
bestiary /bcsti-an/ n a medieval allegorical or moralizing work about 
real or imaginary animals [ML bestianum, fr L, neut of bestianus of 
beasts, fr besna] 

bestir /bi'stuh/ vt to stir up, rouse to action 
.best 'man n the pnncipal attendant of a bndegroom at a wedding 
bestow /bi'stoh/ vt to present as a gift - usu on or upon [ME 
bestowen, fr be- ^ stowe place - more at stow] > bestowal n 
bestrew /bi'strooh/ vt bertrewed; bestrewed, bestrews /-'stroohn/ 1 to 
strew 2 to he scattered over 

bestride /bi'stned/ vt bestrode /-'strohd/; bestridden /-'stridon/ 1 to 
nde. sit, or stand astnde; straddle 2 to tower over; dominate 
.best-'seller n 1 sthg, esp a book, which has sold in very large numbers, 
usu over a given penod 2 an author or performer whose works sell in very 
large numbers - best-selling adj 

'bet /bet/ n la the act of nsking a sum of money or other stake on the 
forecast outcome of a future event (e g a race or contest), esp in competi- 
tion with a second party b a stake so nsked e an outcome or result on 
which a stake is gambled 2 an opinion, belief (my is it will pour with 

rain} 3 a plan of action; course (your best -- is to call a plumber} - infml 
[ongin unknown] 

'bet »b bet also betted; -tt- vr 1 to stake as a bet > usu on or against 
2 to make a bet with (sby) 3 to be convinced that </ ~ they don’t turn 
up} - infml ^ 17 to lay a bet - bet one’s bottom dollar to be virtually 
certain - infml > you bet you may be sure; certainly - slang 
beta /beeto; NAm usu 'bayta/ n la the 2nd letter of the Greek alphid)et 
bB4 2 -used to designate the second bnghtest star of a constellation [Ok 
beta, of Sem ongin, akin to Heb beth, 2nd letter of the Heb alphabet] 
,beta-,adre'nergic /adn'nuhjik/ adj of or being a beta-receptor 
blocking action} 

'beta-, blocker n a drug (e g propranolol) that inhibits the action of 
adrenalin and similar compounds and is used esp to treat high blood 
pressure 

betake /bi'tayk/ vr betook /-'took/, betaken /-'uykan/ to cause (oneself) 
to go - fml 

.beta-oxi'dation n gradual breakdown of fatty acids, esp in mito- 
chondna 

'beta .particle n an electron or positron ejected from the nucleus of an 
atom during radioactive decay 
'beta .ray n a stream of beta panicles 

'beta-re.ceptor n a receptor for neurotransmitters (e g adrenalin) in the 
sympathetic nervous system whose stimulaUon is associated esp with 
dilation of small blood vessels and mcreased heart rate and output - 
compare a i.ph a- receptor 
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betatron /'beetatron/ n an accelerator in which electrons are propelled 
by the inductive action of a rapidly varying magnetic Field [ISV] 
betel /*beetl/ n a climbing pepper whose leaves are chewed together with 
betel nut and lime, esp by SE Asians, to stimulate the How of saliva [Pg, 
fr Tamil vernlai] 

'betel ,nut n the astnngent seed of the betel palm [fr its being chewed 
with betel leaves] 

'betel .palm n an Asiatic palm that has an orange-coloured fruit [betel 
nut] 

b^te noire /.bct 'nwah/ n, pi betes noires / -- / a person or thing strongly 
detested [F, lit , black beast] 

bethel /'beth(a)l/ n 1 a Nonconformist chapel 2 a place of worship for 
seamen [Heb beth’ el house of God] 

bethink /bi'thmgk/ vt bethought /-'thawt/ archaic to cause (oneselO to 
be reminded or to consider - usu i of 

betide /bi'tied/ vr to happen to. befall <woe them if they're lately ^ vi 

to happen, esp as if by fate <we shall remain fnends, whatever may ^ > 
USE fml or poetic; used only in the 3rd pers sing pres siibj and inFin [ME 
betiden, fr be- ^ tiden to happen, fr OE tidan, akin to MD tiden to go, 
come, OE tid time] 

b9tiae /be'tcez/ n, pi betises / -- / (an act oO stupidity [F, fr bete foolish, 
fr bete fool, beast] 

betoken /bi'tohkan/ vt 1 to give evidence of. show 2 to presage, 
portend 

betony /*bcuni/ n any of several plants of the mint family [ME betone, 
fr OF betome, fr L vettonica, betomca, fr Vettones, an ancient Spanish 
people] 

betray /bi'tray/ vt 1 to deceive, lead astray 2a to deliver to an enemy 
by treachery b to be a traitor to ed his people'^ 3a to fail or desert, 
esp in time of need b to disappoint the hopes, expectation, or confidence 
of 4a to be a sign of (sthg one would like to hide) b to disclose, 
deliberately or unintentionally, m violation of confidence [ME betrayen, 
fr be- + trayen to betray, fr OF trair, fr L tradere - more at traitor] 
- betrayal n, betrayer n 

betroth /bi'trohth, -'trohdh/ vt betrothed /-dhd/, betrothing /-dhing/ to 
promise to marry or give in marnage [ME betrouthen, fr be- ♦ trouthc- 
truth, troth - more at truth] 

betrothal /bi'trohdhal/ n a mutual promise or contract for a future 
marriage [betroth f ’-At] 
betrothed n the person to whom one is betrothed 
'better /'beta/ adj, comparative ofotxiD or of wt.li 1 more than half </br 
the ^ part of a month") 2 improved in health; recovered 3 of greater 
quality, ability, integnty, usefulness, etc [ME bettre, fr OE betera, akin 
to OE bot remedy, Skt bhadra fortunate] 

’better adv. comparative of well 1 in a better manner; to a better extent 
or degree 2a to a higher or greater degree </ie knows the story than 
you do> b more wisely or usefully <w ~ avoided) (^I'd ~ not go round 
at lunchtime - SEU S) 

’better n , pi better, (lb) betters la sthg better b one’s supenor, esp in 
merit or rank - usu pi 2 the advantage, victory (get the - of him} - 
for better or for worse whatever the outcome 
^better vt 1 to make better, e g a to make more tolerable or acceptable 
(trying to the lot of slum dwellers') b to make more complete or perfect 

2 to surpass in excellence, excel ^ vi to ]>ecome better 
.better 'helf n a spouse; esp a wife - humor 
'betterment Amant/ n an improvement (^better -t- -mlntI 
'betting .shop /"beting/ n, Br a bookmaker’s shop ^ 

bettor, better /'beta/ n one who bets 

'between /bi'tween/ prep la through the common action of; jointly 
engaging them, they managed to lay the carpet) b in shares to each 
of (divided ^ his 4 children) 2a in or into the time, space, or interval 
that separates (in ^ the ra/iers) b in intermediate relation to (a colour 
^ blue and grey) 3a from one to the other of (travelling London and 

Paris) b serving to connect or separate (dividing line ~ fact and fancy) 
4 in point of comparison of (not much to choose ^ them) S taking 
together the total effect of, what with (kept very busy ^ cooking, 
wnting, and gardening) [ME betwene, prep & adv, fr OE betweonum, 
ft be- + -tweonum (dat pl) (akin to Goth tweihnai two each); akin to OE 
twa two] - between yon and me in confidence 
’between adv in or into an intermediate space or interval 
betweentimee A.tiemz/ adv at or during intervals 
betweenwhilee /-.witW adv betweentimes 
betwixt /bi'twikst/ adv or prq>, archaic between [ME. fr OE betwux, 
fr be- ^ -fwui (akin to Ooth tweihnai)] 


be.twixt and be'tween adv oradj in a midway position; neither one 
thing nor the other 

'bevel Abevl/ n 1 the angle or slant that one surface or line makes with 
another when they are not at right angles 2 an instrument consisting of 
2 rules or arms jointed together and opening to any angle for drawing 
angles or adjusting surfaces to be given a bevel [(assumed) MF, fr OF bad 
with open mouth, fr baer to yawn, fr ML batare] 

’bevel vb -II- (NAm -I-, -II-). /'bevl ing/ vt to cut or shape to a bevel vi 
to incline, slant 

'bevel .gear n (a system of gears having) a pair of toothed wheels that 
work shafts inclined to each other 

beverage /'bev(.'>)nj/ n a liquid for drinking; esp one that is not water 
[ME, fr MF bevrage, fr beivre to dnnk, fr L bibere - more at pot- 
able] 

bevvy /'bevi/ n, dial Br any alcoholic dnnk, esp beer - slang [by 
shortening & alter fr beverage] 

bevy /'bevi/ n a group or collection, esp of girls [ME bevey] 
bewail /bi'wayl/ vt to express deep sorrow for; lament 
beware /bi'wea/ vb to be wary (of) the Ides of March!) (^ of the 
dog^ - usu in imper and infin [ME been war. fr been to be ^ war careful 
- more at be, war>] 

bewilder /bi'wilda/ vt to perplex or confuse, esp by a complexity, 
vanety, or multitude of objects or considerations [be- * arch wilder (to 
lead astray, perplex), prob irreg fr wilderness] - bewilderedly adv, 
bewilderingly adv, bewilderment n 

bewitch /bi'wich/ vt la to influence or affect, esp injuriously, by 
witchcraft b to cast a spell over 2 to attract as if by the power of 
witchcraft, enchant ('^ed by her beauty) - bewitchingly adv, bewitch- 
ment n 

'beyond /bee'ond/ adv 1 on or to the farther side, farther 2 as an 
additional amount, besides [MF. prep & adv, fr OE begeondan. fr he- + 
geondan beyond, fr geond yonder] 

’beyond prep 1 on or to the farther side of, at a greater distance than 2a 
out of the reach or sphere of repair) b in a degree or amount 
surpassing ('^ my wildest dreams) c out of the comprehension of 3 
BESIDES 2 4 later than, past 

’beyond n 1 sthg that lies beyond 2 sthpwhat lies outside the scope of 
ordinary experience, s/>ei7 /’ Thereafter 

bezant /'bezant, ba'zant/ n solidus 1 [ME besant, fr MF, fr ML 
Byzantius Byzantine, fr Byzantium, ancient name of Istanbul, city in 
Turkey] 

bezel /'bez(a)l/ n 1 a sloping edge, esp on a cutting tool 2 the (upper) 
faceted portion of a gem 3 a nm or groove that holds a transparent 
covenng of a watch, clock, headlight, etc [prob F dial , alter of F 
biseau] 

bezique /ba'zeek/ n (the combination of the queen of spades and jack of 
diamonds held in) a card game for 2 people that is played with a double 
pack of 64 cards [F besique] 

Bhagevad Gita /.bahgsvahd 'gectah/ n a Hindu devotional senpture 
consisting chiefly of discourses of Knshna in poetic form [Skt Bhaga- 
vadgita, lit., song of the blessed one (Krishna)] 
bhakti /'bahkti/ n devotion to a deity constituting a way to salvation in 
Hinduism [Skt, lit , portion] 

bhang /bang/ n a mild form of cannabis used esp in India [Hindi 
bliag] 

B-horizon /bee/ n the subsurface layer of soil that is frequently ennehed 
by substances from the surface layer 

'bi- /bie-/ prefix la two <biparous> (bilingual) b appearing or occumng 
every 2 (bunonthly) (biweekly) c into t|ro parts <bwecr> 2a twice; 
doubly; on both sides <biconvex> <biserrafe> b appeanng or occurnng 
twice in (biweekly) - often disapproved of in this sense because of the 
likelihood of confusion with sense lb; compiare semi- 3 located between, 
involving, or affecting 2 (specified symmetrical parts) (biaural) 4 di- 2 
(biphenyf) 5 acid salt <bica/t)onare> [MQ, fr L; akin to OE twi-] 

’bi-, bio- comb form life (biography)-, living prganisms or tissue (biology) 
[Gk, fr bios mode of life - more at quick] 
bi'arlnual /-'anyooal/ adj occurring twice a year - biaanually adv 
'bias /T>ie'as/ it 1 a line diagonal to the gram of a fabnc, often used in 
the cutting of garments for smoother fit - usu + the (cut on the ^) 2n 
an inclination of temperament or outlook; esp a personal prejudice b a 
bent, tendency c a tendency of an estimate to deviate in one direction 
from a true value (e g because of non-random sampling) 3 (the property 
of shape or weight causing) the tendency of a bowl used in the game of 
bowls to take a curved path when rolled 4 a voltage applied to a device 
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(e g the grid of a thermionic valve) to enable it to function normally [MF 
btats, fr OProv] - on the bias askew, obliquely 
’bias adj, esp of fabrics and their cut diagonal, slanting - bias adv 
’bias vt -S', 'IS- la to give a prejudiced outlook to b to influence unfairly 

2 to apply an electrical bias to 

biased /'bie ast/ adj exhibiting or characterized by bias 
biathlon /bie'athbn/ n an athletic contest consisting of combined 
cross-country skiing and nfle shooting ['bi- 4 Gk athlon contest] 
bib /bib/ /f 1 a covering (e g of cloth or plastic) placed over a child's front 
to protect his/her clothes 2 a small rectangular section of a garment (c g 
an apron or dungarees) extending above the waist [prob fr arch bib (to 
dnnk), fr ME bibben, perh fr L bibere] 

,bib and 'tucker /tuka/ n an outfit of clothing - usu in best bib and 
tucker, infml 

bibber /biba/ n sby given to drinking alcohol; a tippler [arch bib (to 
dnnk) 4 ^~er - more at bib] 

bibcock aJso bibb cock /'bib,kok/ n a tap with a bent-down nozzle [prob 
fr bib < cock] 

bibelot /'bib(d)loh/ n pi bibelots /-loh(z)/ a small ornament or decor- 
ative object; a tnnket, cuno [F] 

bible /'biebl/ n la cap the sacred book of Christians compnsing the Old 
Testament and the New Testament b any book containing the sacred 
writings of a religion 2 cap a copy or an edition of the Bible 3 an 
authontative book (the fisherman 's ^ > [ME. fr OF. fr ML biblia, fr Gk, 
pi of bibhon book, dim of byblos papyrus, book, fr Bybias, ancient 
Phoenician city from which papyrus was exported] 

'Bible Belt n an area characten/ed by ardent religious fundamentalism, 
esp such an aeeij in the southern USA 

biblical /biblikl/ adj i of or in accord with (he Bible 2 suggestive of the 
Bible or Bible times [ML biblicus, fr biblia] - biblically adv 
biblicism /'bibiisiz(3)m/ n. often cap narrow or exclusive use of the Bible 

- bibliclst n, often cap 

biblio- comb form book (hibhography) [MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr bibhon] 
bibliography /bihirografi/ n 1 the history, identification, or descnption 
of wntings and publications 2 a list of writings relating to a particular 
topic, wntten by a particular author, issued by a particular publisher, etc 

3 a list of the works referred to in a text or consulted by the author in 
Its production [prob fr NL bibliographia, fr Gk, the copying of books, fr 
biblich < -graphia -graphy] - bibliographer n, bibliographic Aa'grafik/. 
bibliographical adj, bibliographically adv 

bibliophile /’bibh a.fiel/ n a lover or collector of books [F, fr hihlio- 4 
-phile] - bibliophilic /-Tilik/ adj, bibliophilism /,bibirofih7(a)m/ n, biblio- 
philiat /-'ofilist/ n, hibliophily /-'ofili/ n 

bibliotheca /.bibli a'theeka/ n, pi bibliothecas, bibliothecae /-kee, -see/ 
a collection of bo<iks [L, fr Gk bibliotheke, fr biblio- 4 theke case, akin 
to Gk tithenai to pul, place more at lx)] - bibliothecal /-'thcek^il/ 
adj 

bibulous /'bibyoobs/ adj prone to over-indulgence m alcoholic dnnks 
[L bibulus, fr bibere to dnnk - more at i»otabif] - bibulously adv, 
bibulouaness n 

bicameral /,bie*kam(a)r(a)l/ adj having 2 legislative chambers ['b/- « 
cameral (of or relating to a chamber), fr LL camera room - more at 
chamber] - bicameralism n 
bicarb Aie,kahb/ n sodium bicarbonate - infml 
bicarbonate /bie'kahbanat/ n an acid carbonate; esp sodium bicarbon 
ATE [ISV] 

biccy, bicky, bikky Aiki/ n. Br a biscuit infml [by shortening & 
alter.] 

bice /bie&/ n a dull blue or green pigment [ME bis, fr bis (adj' dark grey, 
fr MF] 

bicentenary /.biesen'teenan, -'te-/ n or adj (the celebration) of a 2()0th 
anniversary 

bicentennial /,biesen'teni-al/ n or adj (a) bicentenary 
biceps /'bieseps/ n the large muscle at the front of the upper arm that 
bends the arm at Jhe elbow when it contracts, broadly any muscle 
attached in 2 places at one end [NL bicipit-, biceps, fr L, two-headed, fr 
bt‘ 4 capit; caput head - more at head] 

bicker Aika/ vi to engage in petulant or petty argument [ME bikeren] 

- bicker n, bickerer n 

biconcave /.bie'konkayv/ adj concave on both sides [ISV] - biconcavity 
/-kon'kavati. -kan-/ n 

biconvex /.bie'konveks, .biekati'veks/ adj convex on both sides [ISV] - 
biconvexity /.biekan'veksati/ n 

biculturaliem /bie'kulcharaliz(a)ni/ n the existence of 2 distinct cul- 
tures in 1 nation (Canada*s - bicultural adj 


bicuspid /bie'kuspid/ n or adj (a tooth) having or ending in 2 points [adj 
NL bicuspid-, bicuspis, fr bi- + L cuspid-, cuspu point; n fr adj] 
bl.cuspid 'valve n the heart valve consisting of 2 flaps that stops blood 
flowing back from the left ventricle to the left atnum 
bicycle Aiesikl/ vi or n bicycling Aiesikling/ (to ride) a 2 wheeled 
pcdal-dnven vehicle with handlebars and a saddle [n F, fr bi- -4 -cycle 
(as in tncycle); vb fr nj - bicycler /-kla/ n, bicyclist /-klist/ n 
bicyclic /.bie'sikhk, -'sie-/ adj consisting of or arranged in 2 cycles or 
circles [ISV] 

'bid /bid/ vb bade /bad, bed/, bid, ( J) bid; bidden Aidn/, bid also bade; 
-dd- vt la 10 issue an order to; tell (he did as he was '^•> b to invite to 
come 2 to give expression to <bade him a tearful fareweify 3a to offer 
(a price) for payment or acceptance (e g at an auction) b to make a bid 
of or in (a suit at cards) ^ vi to make a bid [partly fr ME bidden to 
request, entreat, fr OE biddan, akin to OHG bitten to entreat, Skt badhate 
he harasses, partly fr ME beden to ofTer, command, fr OE beodan-, akin 
to OHG biotan to offer, Gk pynthanesthai to learn by inquiry] ~ bidder 
n - bid fair to seem likely, show promise (she bids fair to become 
extremely attractive} 

’bid n la the act of one who bids b a statement of what one will give or 
take for sthg; esp an offer of a price c sthg offered as a bid 2 an 
opportunity to bid 3 (an announcement oQ the amount of tricks to be 
won, suit to be played in, etc in a card game 4 an attempt to win or achieve 
sthg (a for power} 

biddable /'bid^bl/ adj 1 easily led or controlled, docile 2 capable of 
being reasonably bid - biddably /-bh/ adv, biddability /-'bibti/ n 
bidding /’biding/ n order, command (came at my ) 

'biddy /'bidi/ n. chiefly NAm hen la. also a young chicken - infml [perh 
imit] 

’biddy n a woman (an eccentnc o/d ^ - usu derog [dim of the name 
Bridget] 

'biddy-.bid n (the burr oO a grassland plant of New Zealand of the rose 
family [modif of Maon pinpiri] 

'biddy-, biddy n the biddy-bid 

bide /bled/ vt bode /bohd/, bhted Aiedid/, bided archaic or dial to 
remain awhile, stay [ME biden, fr OE bidan; akin to OHG bitan to wait, 
L fidere to trust, Gk peithesthai to believe] - bider n - bide one'a daM to 
wait until the appropnate time comes to initiate action or to proceed 
bidet /Aeeday/ n a low fixture used esp for bathing the external genitals 
and the anus [F, small horse, bidet, fr MF, fr bider to trot] 
bid up vt to raise the pnee of (e g property in an auction) by a succession 
of increasing offers 

Biedermeier, Biedermaier /'bceda.mie-a/ adj 1 of or suggesting a 
conventional and unimaginative style of furniture and interior decoration 
popular among the middle classes in Germany in the 19th c 2 conven- 
tional or philistine in attitude [Gottlieb Biedermeier, fictitious simple 
uerman bourgeois, ostensible author of poems by Adolf Kussmaul tl^2 
& others] 

biennial /bie'enial/ adj 1 occumng every 2 years 2 of a plant growing 
vegetatively dunng the first year and fruiting and dying dunng the second 

- biennial n, biennially adv 

biennium /bie'eni-dm/ n, pi bienniums, biennia /-ni*a/ a penod of 2 
yeai'* [L. fr bi- ♦ annus year - more at annual] 
bier /bia/ n a stand on which a corpse or coffin is placed; also a coffm 
together with its stand [ME here, fr OE beer, alun to OE beran to carry 

- more at ^ bear] 

bifacial /bie'faysh(a)l/ adj 1 having opposite surfaces alike /eaves) 
2 having 2 fronts or faces 

biff /bif/ II a whack, blow - infml [prob imit] - biff vt 

bifid Aiefid/ adj divided into 2 equal lobes or parts by a central cleft (a 

- petaf} [L bifidus, fr bt- 4 -fidus -fid] - bifidly adv, billdity 
/-‘fidati/ n 

btfilar /.bie'fieb/ adj involving 2 threads or wires < « suspension of a 
pendulum} [ISV bi- 4 L filum thread] - bifllarly adv 
bifocal /bie'fohk(3)l/ adj 1 having 2 focal lengths 2 having 1 part that 
corrects for near vision and 1 for distant vision (a lens} [ISV] 
bi'focala n pi glasses with bifocal lenses 

biform Aie.fawm/ adj combining the qualities or forms of 2 distinct 
kinds of individuals [L biformis, fr bi- 4 forma form] 
bifurcate /'biefuh.kayt, 'bi-. -fa-/ vi to divide into 2 branches or parts 
[ML bifurcatus, pp of bifurcate, fr L bifurcus two-pronged, fr bi- 4 Birca 
fork] - biftarcate /-kat. -kayt/ adj, bifurcation /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 
'big /big/ adj -gg- 1 of great force (a ^ storm} 2a large in bulk or extent; 
also large in number or amount <a ^ house} (a ^ fkef} b conducted 
on a large scale business} c important in influence, standing, or 
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wealth <tAe ^ 4 banksy 3a advanced in pregnancy with chiJdy b full 
to bursting; swelling <~ with ragey 4 oHhc voice loud and resonant 5a 
elder « sistery b older, grown-up (^when I'm a girl, I'm going 
to be a nursey 6a chief, outstanding (jthe ~ issue of the campatgny (Jus 
^ momenty b of great importance or significance <a ~ decisiony 7a 
pretentious, boastful taJky b magnanimous, generous (that's very ^ 
of youy 8 popular (Frank Sinatra is very ^ m Las Vegasy - infml [ME, 
prob of Scand origin; akin to Norw dial, bugge important man; akin to 
OE by! boil, Skt bhuri abundant] - biggish adj, bigness n 
*big adv la outstandingly (made n ^ m New Yorky b on a grand scale 
(think ^fy 2 pretentiously (he talks USE infml 
bigamy /bigami/ n the cnme of going through a marriage ceremony 
with one person while legally mamed to another [ME bigamie, fr ML 
bigamia, fr L hi- + LL -gamia -gamy, fr Gk, fr gamos marnage; akin to 
L gener son-in-law] - bigamist n, bigamous adj, bigamously adv 
,big 'bang .theory n a theory in cosmology: the universe originated 
from the explosion of a single mass of material so that the components 
are still flying apart - compare steady sta fl theor y 
,Big 'Brother n (the leader oO a ruthless all-powerful government [Big 
Brother, omnipotent head of state in the novel 1984 by George Orwell 
tl950 E writer] 

big bud n any of several plant diseases caused by a gall mite 
.big 'dipper /dipa/ n 1 often cap BAD, Br roller coaster 2 cap 
BAD, NAm ursa major 

.big end n the end of an engine's connecting rod nearest the crankpin 
,big 'game n 1 large animals hunted or fished for sport 2 an important 
objective; esp one involving nsk 
.big 'gun n sby or sthg important or powerful - infml 
'big, head /-.hed/ n a conceited person - infml 
'big .head n an exaggerated opinion of one's importance - infml - 
bigheaded adj 

.big'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj generou.s and kindly > bigheartedly adv, 
bfgheartednen n 

bight /biet/ n la the middle part of a slack rope b a loop in a rope 2 
(a hollow formed by) a bend of a nver, coast, mountain chain, etc [ME. 
bend, angle, fr OE byht; akin to OE bugan to bend - more at ’now] 
'big.mouthed /-.mowdhd, -.mowtht/ adj loudmouthed 
,big 'name n a very famous or important performer or personage - 
big-aame adj 

.big 'noiae n big shot - infml 

bigot /bigat/ n one who is obstinately or intolerantly devoted to his/her 
own religion, opinion, etc [MF, hypocrite, bigot] - bigoted adj, bigotedly 
adv, bigotry /-tn/ n 

'big .ahot n an important person - infml 
.big 'atick n (the threat of using) force - infml 
'big .time n /Ae highest rank, esp among entertainers -infml -big-time 
adj, big-thaer n 

.big 'top n the main tent of a circus 

.big tree n a very large Californian evergreen tree of the pine family 
.big 'wheel n 1 an amusement device consisting of a large upnght 
power-driven wheel carrying seats that remain honzontal round its nm 
2 BIO SHOT 

'blg.wig /-.wig/ n an important person - infml 
'bijou /7)ee,zhooh/ n, pi bijous, bijoux /-,zhooh(z)/ a small dainty usu 
ornamental piece of delicate workmanship; a jewel [F, fr Bret bizou nng, 
fr biz finger; akin to W bys finger] 

*biJou adj, esp of a house desirably elegant and usu small 
bijouterie /bi'zhooht(a)ri/ n a collection of tnnkets or ornaments, 
jewellery [F. fr bijou] 

bike /biek/ vi or n (to nde) 1 a bicycle 2 a motorcycle [by shortening 
A alter.] 

bikini /bi'keeni/ n a woman’s brief 2-piece garment resembling bra and 
pants worn for swimming or sunbathing [F, fr Bikini, atoll of the 
Marshall islands] 
bikky /biki/ n a biocy - infml 

bilabial /bie'laybi-al/ n or adj (a consonant) produced with both lips (e g 
/bi P. in/) [ISV] 

bilateral /bie1at(a)r3l/ arfj 1 having 2 sides 2 bipartite 2 - bilateral- 
iiB 4 . bilaterally adv, bUateralneas n 

bijataral 'aymmetry n a pattern of symmetry in which the organism 
is divisible into essentially identical halves by I plane only 
bilberry /'biBKa)!!/ n (the bluish edible fruit oO a dwarf bushy European 
shrub of the heath family that grows on moorland [bil- (prob of Scand 
origin; akin to Dan b^Ie whortleberry) + berry] 
bilbo /"bilboh/ a an iron bar with sliding shackles formerly used to confine 


the feet of pnsoners - usu pi with sing, meaning [perh fr Bilbao, BiJboa, 
town in Spam] 

bile /biel/ n 1 a yellow or greenish fluid secreted by the liver into the 
intestines to aid the digestion of fats digesiion 2 inclination to 
anger [F. fr L bills, akin to W busti bile] 

'bilge /bilj/ n 1 the (space inside the) lowesj^su rounded part of a ship’s 
hull between the keel and the vertical sides -Sj ship 2 stale or worthless 
remarks or ideas - infml [prob modif of MF boulge, bouge leather bag. 
curved part - more at uuDt.rT] 

>bilge vt to damage (a ship) in the bilge vi to suffer damage in the 
bilge 

'bilge .keel n a longitudinal projection attached to a ship's hull or the 
bilge on either side to reduce rolling and support the weight of the vessel 
when grounded 

'bilge .water n foul water that collects in the bilge of a ship 
bilharzia /bil'hahzi a/ n 1 a schistosome 2 schistosomiasis [NL, fr 
Theodor Bilharz tl862 G zoologist] - bilharzial adj 
bilharziasis /.bilhah'zic-asis/ n, pi bilharziases /-seez/ schistosomiasis 
[NL. fr bilharzia ^ -jasis] 

biliary /bilyan/ adj of or conveying bile or bile-conveying structures 
disordersy [F biliare, fr L bills] 

bilingual /bie'iing-gwal/ adj 1 of, containing, or expressed in 2 languages 
2 using or able to use 2 languages with the fluency of a native speaker [L 
bilinguis, fr bh « lingua tongue - more at roNULi] - bilingual n, 
bilingualism n, bilingually adv 

bilious /'bili-as/ adj 1 marked by or sufTenng from disordered liver 
function, esp excessive secretion of bile 2 peevish, ill-natured 3 of colours 
extremely distasteful, sickly <a - green) - infml [MF bilicux, fr L 
biliosus, fr bills] - biliously adv, biliousness n 
bilirubin /.bili'roohbin/ n a reddish yellow pigment occurring in bile, 
blood, unne, and gallstones [L bills > ruber red - more at rld] 
bilk /bilk/ vt to cheat out of what is due [perh alter of ^baJk] - 
bilker n 

'bill /bil/ n 1 (a mouthpart resembling) the jaws of a bird together with 
variously shaped and coloured horny coverings and often specialized for 
a particular diet 2 a projection of land like a beak [ME bile, fr OE, akin 
to OE bill (weapon)] 

*bill VI to caress affectionately - chiefly inTi/7 and coo 
’bill n 1 a long staff with a hook-shaped blade used as a weapon up to the 
I8th c 2 a billhook (ME biJ, fr OE bill, akin to OHG bill pickaxe, Gk 
phitros log] 

*bill n 1 a draft of a law presented to a legislature — law 2 a paper 
carrying a statement of particulars 3a (an itemized account oQ charges 
due for goods or services b a statement of a creditor’s claim 4a a wntten 
or printed notice advertising an event of interest to the public (eg a 
theatneal entertainment) b an item (e g a film or play) in a programme 
entertainment 5 chiefly NAm 'note 3c [ME, fr ML billa, alter of bulla, 
fr L, bubble, boss] 

■bill vt I to submit a bill of charges to 2a to advertise, esp by posters or 
placards b to arrange for the presentation of as part of a programme 
billabong /Inbbong/ n, Austr la a blind channel leading out from a 
nver b a usu dry stream bed that is filled seasonally 2 a backwater 
forming a stagnant pool [native name in Australia] 

'billboard /-.bawd/ n, chiefly NAm hoarding 2 [*bill + board] 
-billed /-bild/ comb form ( - adj) having (such) a bill <Aa/d-billed> 
'billet /’bilit/ n la an official order directing that a member of a military 
force be provided with board and lodging (eg in a private home) b 
quarters assigned (as iQ by a billet 2 a podtion. job (a lucrative — > [ME 
bylet short document, fr MF billette, dkn. of bulle document, fr ML 
bulla] 

■billet vt to provide (e g soldiers) with a j^illet 
■billet n 1 a small thick piece of wood (e g for firewood) 2 a usu small 
bar of iron, steel, etc 3 a Romanesqiie architectural moulding or 
ornamentation consisting of raised short cylinders or square pieces placed 
at regular intervals architecture' (ME bylet, fr MF billete, dim. 
of bille log, of Celt origin; akin to OIr bile sacred tree] 
billet-doux /.bill 'dooh, .beeyay/ n, pi billets-doux /~ / a love letter [F 
btlfet doux, lit., sweet letter] 

'billfold /-.fohld/ n, NAm wallet 1 (short for earlier bill folder, fr 
•bill 5} 

'billhead /-.hed/ n (the heading oO a printed form used for bills 
'billhook /-.hook/ n a cutting tool, used esp for pruning, that has a blade 
with a hooked point [*bill + hook] 

billiarda /Tnlyads/ n pi but sing in constr any of several games played 
on an oblong table by driving small balls against one another or into 
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pockets with a cue; specif one with 3 balls in which scores are made by 
causing a cue ball to hit 2 object balls in succession - compare pool [MF 
billard billiard cue, billiards, fr biUe] - billiard adj 
billing /T>iling/ n 1 advertising 2 (^advance 2 the relative promi- 
nence given to a name (e g of an actor) in advertising programmes <rop 
\*bill\ 

billion Ailyan/ n 1 a thousand millions (10*) 2 an indefinitely large 
numbei^often pi with sing, meaning 3 fir a million millions (10”) USE 
(I A3) NUMBER [F, fr bi- + -illion (as in million)] - billion adj, 

billionth adj or n 

billionaire /.bilya'nea/ u one whose wealth is estimated at a billion or 
more money units (eg pounds or dollars) [billion + -aire (as in 
millionaire)] 

.bill of ex'change n an unconditional wntten order from one person to 
another to pay a specified sum of money to a designated person 
.bill of 'fare n a menu 

.bill of lading n a receipt signed usu by the agent or owner of a ship 
listing goods (to be) shipped 

.bill of 'quantities n, Br a statement of work and matenals involved in 
a construction job 

.bill of 'rights n, often cap BAR a summary in law (e g the English 
Statute of 1689) of fundamental rights and privileges guaranteed by the 
state 

.bill of 'sate n a formal document for the conveyance or transfer of title 
to goods and personal property 

billon /'bibn/ n gold or silver heavily alloyed with a less valuable metal 
[F, fr MF, fr bille log - more at ’billet] 

'billow /’biloh/ n 1 a great wave, esp in the open sea 2 a rolling swirling 
mass (e g of flame or smoke) [prob fr ON bylgja, akin to OHG baig bag 
- more at bfi ly] - billowy adj 

^billow vh to (cause to) nse, roll, bulge, or swell out (as lO m billows 
'billposter /-.pohsta/ n one who pastes up advertisements and public 
notices on hoardings - billposting n 
'bill,sticker /-.stika/ n a billposter - billsticking n 
'billy /'bill/, 'billy ,club n, NAm truncheon 2 [prob fr Billy, nickname 
for William] 

^billy, chiefly Austr 'billy, can n a can of metal or enamelware with an 
arched handle and a lid, used for outdoor cooking or carrying food or 
liquid [prob fr the name Billy] 

'billy .goat n a male goat - mfml [fr the name Billy] 
billy-o /liilioh/ n [prob fr the name Billy] - like bUly-o/billy-ob very 
much; vigorously <was raining like billy-o) 
bilobed /'bie.lohbd/ adj divided into 2 lobes 

biltong /Inltong/ n, chiefly SAfr stnps of lean meat dned m the sun 
[Afnk, fr bil buttock t- tong tongue] 

bimetallic /.biemi'talik/ adj (of or being a device with a part) composed 
of 2 different metals, esp ones that expand by different amounts when 
heated - bimetal adj or n 

bimillenary /.biemi'lenari/, bimlllenial /-ni-al/ n or adj (the celebration) 
of a 2000th anniversary 

bimolecular /biems'lekyoob/ adj 1 of or formed from 2 molecules 2 
being 2 molecules thick [ISV] - bimolecularly adv 
bimonthly /.bie'munthli/ adj or adv (occurring) every 2 months or twice 
a month 

'bin /bin/ n ] a container used for storage (e g of flour, grain, bread, or 
coal) 2 a partitioned case or stand for stonng and aging bottles of wine 
3 Sr a wastepaper basket, dustbin, or similar container for rubbish [ME 
btnn, fr OE, manger, basket, prob of Celt ongin; akin to Gaulish benna 
wicker-bodied cart, Gk phatne manger] 

*bin vt -no- to put or store (esp bottled wine) m a bin 
bin- comb form 'bi- (Jbinaurafj [ME, fr LL, fr L bini two by two; akin 
to OE twin twine] 

binary /'bienan/ adj 1 consisting of or marked by 2 thmgs or parts 2a 
of, being, or belonging to a system of numbers having 2 as its base <f/ie 
digits 0 and /> involving a choice or condition of 2 alternatives (e g 
on or ofl)<^ logic') 3 having 2 musical subjects or 2 complementary 
sections form) [LL btndfius, fr L bini] - binary n 
.binary 'fitalon n asexual reproduction of a cell by division into 2 
parts 

.binary 'atar n a system of 2 stars that revolve round each other 
binaural /.bien'awral/ adj I of or used with both ears 2 stereophonically 
(recorded and) played to the hearer via headphones [ISV] - binanrally 
adv 

'bind /biend/ vb bound /bownd/ vt la to make secure by tying (e g with 
cord) or tying together b to confine or restrict (as iQ with bonds <be was 


bound and thrown into prison) c to put under a (legal) obligation <we 
are all bound to keep the law) 2 to wrap round with sthg (e g cloth) so 
as to enclose or cover 3 to encircle, gird 4a to cause to stick together (add 
an egg to ^ the mixture) b to take up and hold (e g by chemical forces); 
combine with (enzymes ~ their substrates) 5 to constipate 6 to make 
binding; settle (a deposit ^ s the sale) 7 to protect, strengthen, cover, or 
decorate with (a) binding 8 to cause to be attached (e g by gratitude or 
affection) ^ w 1 to form a cohesive mass 2 to become hindered from free 
operation, jam 3 to complain - mfml [ME binden, fr OE bindan\ akin 
to OHG bintan to bind, Gk peisma cable] 

*bind n a nuisance, bore - mfml - in a bind chiefly NAm in trouble or 
difficulty - mfml 

binder /liiendd/ n 1 a person who binds books 2 a usu detachable cover 
(e g for holding sheets of paper) 3 sthg (e g tar or cementjjhai produces 
or promotes cohesion m loosely assembled substances building 
['bind 4 '-er] 

'binding /l>iendmg/ n a matenal or device used to bmd: e g a a covering 
that fastens the leaves of a book b a narrow strip of fabric used to finish 
raw edges [‘bind + '-ing] 

‘binding adj imposing an obligation (a promise) 

'binding .energy n the energy required to break up a molecule, atom, 
or atomic nucleus completely into its constituent particles 
bind over vt to impose a specific legal obligation on (he was bound over 
to keep the peace) 

'bind, weed /-.weed/ n any of various twining plants with usu large 
showy trumpet-shaped flowers 

bine /bien/ n a twining stem or flexible shoot (e g of the hop) [alter, of 
^bind (sthg that binds)] 

•Binet-Si'mon .scale /.beenay see'mohn/ n an intelligence test consist- 
ing of graded tasks for children of successive ages [Alfred Binet tl911 
& Theodore Simon tl961 F psychologists] 

binge /binj/ n an unrestrained indulgence in sthg, esp a drunken revel 
- mfml [E dial, binge (to dnnk heavily)] 

'bingo /l>mg goh/ inteij 1 - used to express the suddenness or unex- 
pectedness of an event 2 - used as ai exclamation to show that one has 
won a game of bingo [alter, of bing (mteij suggesting a sharp ruigmg 
sound), of imit ongin] 

‘bingo n a game of chance played with cards having numbered squares 
corresponding to numbers drawn at random and won by covering or 
marking off all or a predetermined number of such squares 
binman /1>m.man, -man/ n, pi binmen /-.men, -man/ Br a dustman 
binnacle /'bmakl/ n a case, stand, etc containing a ship’s compass [alter, 
of ME bitakle, fr OPg or OSp; OPg bitacola A OSp bitacula, fr L 
habitaculum dwelling place, fr habitare to inhabit - more at habita- 
tion] 

binocular /bi'nokyoola/ adj of. using, or adapted to the use of both eyes 
(good vision) - binocularly adv 

bl'noculars n pi, pi binoculars a binocular optical mstrument; esp field 
glasses or opera gla.sses 

binomial /bie'nohmyal/ n or adj (a mathematical expression) consisting 
of 2 terms connected by a plus sign or minus sign [n NL binomium» fr 
ML, neut of binomius having two names, alter, of L binominis, fr bi- ^ 
nomin-, nomen name - more at name, adj fr n] - binomialiy adv 
bi'nomial .theorem n a theorem by means of which a binomial may be 
raised to any power by a formula 

binominal /bie'nominl/ adj, of taxonomic nomenclature consisting of or 
using 2 Latin names 

bint /bint/ n, Br a girl or woman - chiefly derog [Ar, girl, daughter] 
blnturong /bin'tooarong/ n an Asiatic civet with a prehensile tail 
[Malay] 
bio- - see 'bi- 

bioaeeay /.bie*oh'asay, -a'say/ n the determination of the relative 
strength of a substance (e g a drug) by companng its effect on a test 
organism with that of a standard preparation [biological assay] • bioaany 
/-a'say/ vt 

biochemistry /.bie-oh'kemastri/ n chemistry that deals with the chemi- 
cal compounds and processes occurring in organisms [ISV] - Moebesdat 
fl, biochemical adj, biochemically adv 
biodegradable /.bie-ohdee'graydabl/ adj capable of being broken down, 
esp into simpler harmless products, by the action of living beings (e g 
microorganisms) [^bi- + degrade -able] - blodepradabiUty / •da'bibti/ 
n, biodegrade /-.dee'grayd/ vb, biodegradadoa /-4eegra'daysh(a)n, 
-de-/ n 

.bioenefgetics /-.ena'jetiks/ n pi but sing in constr the biology of energy 
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transfomuitions and exchanges within and between living things and their 
environments - bioenertctic adj 

,bioengi'ne«ring /-.enji'nianng/ n the application to biological or 
medical science of engineering pnnciples or equipment 
.bio'feedback /-'reed,bak/ n the technique of making unconscious or 
involuntary bodily processes perceptible to the senses in order to affect 
them by conscious mental control 

.bio'genesis A'jenasis/ n 1 the development of living things from 
preexisting livmg things 2 bio^nthesis [NL] - biogenetic /-ja'netik/ 
adj 

biog«nic /,bie-oh jemk/ adj produced by living organisms - biogenicity 
/,bie*ohja'nisati/ a 

.biogeo'graphical Ajee-a'grafikl/, .biogeo'graphic adj of or being a 
geographical region viewed in terms of its plants and animals 
biography /bie'ogroft/ n 1 a usu wntten account of a person's life 2 
biographical writing as a literary genre [LGk biographia, fr Gk bi- + 
-graphia -graphy] - biographer n, biographical /.bieo'grafikl/, biographic 
adj, biographically adv 

,bio.logical ‘clock /.biea'lojikl/ n the inherent timing mechanism 
responsible for various cyclic responses (e g changes in hormone levels) 
of living beings 

biological control n control of pests by interference with their ecologi- 
cal environment 

biological oxygen demand n the amount of oxygen required by 
microorganisms in water, that can be used as an indicator of pollution 
bioJogical 'warfare n warfare involving the use of (disease-causing) 
living organisms, or chemicals harmful to plants 
biology /bie'obji/ n 1 a science that deals with the structure, function, 
development, distribution, and life processes of living organisms 2a the 
plant and animal life of a region or environment b the biology of an 
organism or group [G biologic, fr hi- «- -logic -logy] - biologist n, 
biological /bie-a'lojikl/ adj, biologically adv 

bioluminescence /.bie-oh.loohmrnes(3)ns/ n (the emiSvsion oO light 
from living organisms [ISV] - bioluminescent adj 
biomass Abie-ohmas/ n the amount of living matter present in a region 
(e g in a unit area or volume of habitat) 

biome/*bie-ohm/ n a major type of ecological community <^thc grassland 

-*■ > PLANT [^bh -ome] 

biometrics /.bie>a*metnks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr biometry 
biometry /bic'omatn/n the statistical analysis of biological observation; 
and phenomena [ISV] - biometric /.bie-o'metrik/, biometrical adj 
bionic /bie'onik/ adj 1 involving bionics, also having or being a bionically 
designed part (e g a limb) 2 having exceptional abilities or powers - not 
used technically - bionically adv 

bi'onics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 a science concerned with the 
application of biological systems to engineenng problems 2 the use of 
mechanical parts to replace or simulate damaged parts of a living thing 
(*bi- -owes (as in electronics)] 

bionomics /,bie*oh'nomiks/ n pi but sing in constr ecology [bionomic, 
adj, prob fr F bionomique, fr bionomie ecology, fr bi- 4 -nomie -nomy] 
- bionomic, bionomical adj, bionomically adv 

•biont Abie-ont/ comb form ( - n) one having a (specified) mode of life 
<Aa/x/obiont> [prob fr G, modif of Gk biount-, bidn, prp of bioun to live, 
fr bios life] 

biophysics /bie*oh'fi 2 ik 8 / n pi but sing or pi in constr biology concerned 
with the application of physics to biological problems - biophysical adj, 
blopbysicitt /-Tizisist/ n ^ 

biopsy Abie,opsi/ n the removal and examination of tissue, cells, or fluids 
from the living body [ISV *bi- + Gk opsis appearance - more at 
optic] 

biorhythm Abie*oh.ridhom/ n a supposed periodic fluctuation in the^ 
activity of the biological processes of a living thing that is held to affect 
and determine mood, behaviour, and performance - usu pi - biorhythmic 
/,bie>oh'ridhmik/ adj, biorhythmically adv 

bioscope Abie-d.skohp/ n, chiefly SAfr cinema 2 - infml ['6;- 4 
■scope] 

-biosis /-bie'ohsis/ comb form (-• n). pi >biosea Aseer./ mode of life 
<5yinbiosis> [NL, fr Gk blasts, fr bioun to live, fr bios] - biotic comb form 
i^adj) 

biosphere /%ie-a,sfia/ o the part of the world in which life exists 
biosynthesis /,bieK>h'sinthasis/ n, pi biotynthcica /-seez/ the pro- 
duction of a chemical compound by a living organism [NL] - bloayn- 
thetic Atbetik/ adj, biocynthetically adv 

blots /bi^obta/ a the flora and fauna of a region [NL, fr Gk biote life; 
akin to Ok bmp] 


biotic /bie'otik/ adj of life; esp caused or produced by living organisms 
[Gk biotikos, fr bioun] 

biotin Abie-otin/ n a growth-controlling vitamin of the vitamin B complex 
found esp in yeast, liver, and egg yolk [ISV, fr Gk biotas life, sustenance; 
akin to Gk A/os] 

bipartisan /.bie'pahtizn/ adj of or involving 2 parties 
bipartite /.bie'pahtiet/ adj 1 being in 2 parts 2 of a treaty, contract, etc 
between 2 parties a having 2 correspondent parts, one for each party b 
affecting both parties in the same way 3 cleft (almost) into 2 parts <a ^ 
leafj [L bipartitus, pp of bipartire to divide in two, fr bi- i partire to 
divide, fr part-, pars part] - bipartitely adv, bipartition /.bie- 
pah'tish(a)n/ n 

biped Abieped/ n a 2-footed animal [L biped-, bipes, fr 'bi- + ped-, pes 
foot - more at fooi] - biped, bipedal /-'peedl/ adj 
biplane /bieiplayn/ n an aeroplane with 2 pairs of wings placed one 
above and usu slightly forward of the other 

bipolar /.bie'pohb/ adj having or involving 2 (oppositely charged) poles 

- bipolarity /.biepa'Iarati/ n 

*birch /buhch/ n 1 (the hard pale close-grained wood oQ any of a genus 
of deciduous usu short-lived trees or shrubs typically having a layered 
outer bark that peels readily 2 a birch rod or bundle of twigs for flogging 
[ME, fr OE beorc\ akin to OHG birka birch, L fraxinus ash tree, OE 
beorht bnght - more at brigh i] - birch, birchen Abuhehan/ adj 
^birch vt to whip (as lO with a birch 

bird /buhd/ n 1 any of a class of warm-blooded vertebrates with the body 
more or li^completely covered with feathers and the forelimbs modified 
as wings ANATOMY 2a a (peculiar) fellow - chiefly infml b chiefly 
Bra girl - infml 3 a hissing or jeenng expressive of disapproval or dcnsion 

- chiefly in give somebody the hird/get the bird, infml 4 Br riMr 5b - 
slang [ME, fr OE bndd-, (4) short for rhyming slang birdlime time] - 
birdlike adj - for the birds trivial, worthless - infml 

birdbath /-.bahth/ n a usu ornamental basin for birds to bathe in 
'bird, brain /-.brayn/ n a silly or stupid person - infml - birdbrained 
adj 

'bird, call A.kawl/ n a device for imitating the call of a bird 
'bird ,dog n, NAm a gundog trained to hunt or retneve birds 
'birdie Abuhdi/ n 1 a (little) bird - used (^by or to children 2 a golf 
score of 1 stroke less than par on a hole 
^birdie vt birdieing Abuhdi ing/ to play (a hole in golO m 1 stroke under 
par 

'bird, lime A, hem/ n 1 a sticky substance that is smeared on twigs to 
snare small birds 2 the droppings of birds 

.bird of 'paradise n any of numerous bnlliantly coloured plumed birds 
of the New Guinea area 

.bird of 'passage n 1 a migratory bird 2 a person who leads a 
wandering or unsettled life 

.bird of 'prey n a hawk, vulture, or other bird that feeds on carnon or 
on meat taken by hunting 

'bird, seed /-.seed/ n a mixture of hemp, millet, and other seeds used for 
feeding caged and wild birds 

'bird's-.eye n any of numerous plants with small bnght-coloured flowers 

- often m combination 

.bird's-eye 'view n 1 a view from above; an aenal view 2 a brief and 
general summary; an overview 

.bird's-foot 'trefoil n any of a genus of leguminous plants with 
claw-shaped pods and usu yellow flowers 

'bird's-, nesting n the practice of searching for birds’ nests, esp in order 
to steal the eggs 

.bird's nest 'soup n a soup made from the gelatinous nest of any of 
several S Asiatic swifts 

'bird, strike /-.stnek/ n a collision between: a bird and an aircraft 
'bird-.watching n the observation or id^tification of birds in their 
natural environment - bird-watcher n 

birefringence /,bien‘frinj(a)ns/ n the refraction of light in 2 slightly 
different directions to form 2 rays [ISV] - birefriogent adj 
bireme Abiereem/ n a galley with 2 banks of oars [L biremis, fr 'bi- 4 
remus oar - more at row] 

birette /bi'reta/ n a square cap with 3 ridges on top worn by (Roman 
Cathonc) clergy garment [It berretta, fr OProv berret cap, irreg 
fr LL birrus cloak with a hood, of Celt origin; akin to Mir berr short] 
birk /buhit/ n, Br a burk - slang 
Biro Abieroh/ trademark - used for a ballpoint pen 
birth /buhth/ n la the emergence of a new individual from the body of 
Us parent b the act or process of bringing forth young from within the 
body 2 the fact of being bom, esp at a particular time or place <a 
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Frenchman by I (noble) lineage or extraction imamage between 
equals in 4 a beginning, start <r^e ~ of an idea} 5 natural or 
inhented tendency <a/i artist by [ME, fr ON byrth, akin to OE beran 

- more at 'bear] 

'birth certificate n an official record of sby's parentage and date and 
place of birth 

'birth con.trol n control of the number of children bom, esp by 
preventing or lessening the frequency of conception; broadly contracep- 
tion 

birthday /'buhthday, -di/ n la the day of a person's birth b a day of 
ongin 2 an anniversary of a birth </ier 2Ist 

'birthday .suit n nothing but bare skin; nakedness <a photograph of her 
at 6 months in her ^ > - humor 

'birth, mark /-.mahk/ n a usu red or brown blemish on the skin at 
birth 

'birth, rate /-.rayt/ n the number of (live) births per unit of population 
(e g 1(XX) people) in a penod of time (e g I year) 

'birth, right /',nct/ n sthg (e g a pnvilege or possession) to which a person 
IS entitled by birth 

bis- /bis-/ comb form twice, doubled - esp in complex chemical 
expressions (hisfmethylphenyJ) mercuryy [L bis, fr OL dvis\ akin to 
OHG zwiro twice, L duo two - more at two] 

biscuit /'biskit/ n 1 earthenware or porcelain after the first firing and 
before glazing 2 a light yellowish brown colour 3 Br any of several 
vanously-shaped small usu unleavened thin dry crisp bakery products 
that may be sweet or savoury 4 NAm a soft cake or bread (e g a scone) 
made without yeast [ME bisquite dry cnsp bread, fr MF bescuit, fr (pain) 
bescuit twicc^eooked bread] 

bise /bce>'/ n a cold dry northerly or northeasterly wind of S France, 
Switzerland, and Italy [ME, fr OF, of Gmc origin] 
bisect /bie'sekt/ vf to divide into 2 (equal) parts - vi to cross, intersect 

- bisection /bie'seksh(a)n/ n 

bisector /bie'sekta/ n a straight line that bisects an angle or a line 
[bisect 4 '-or] 

bisexual /bic'seksyoo(a)l. -sh(a)l/ adj la possessing charactensttes of 
both sexes b sexually attracted to both sexes 2 of or involving both sexes 
' bisexual n, bisexually adv, bisexuality Abieseksyoo'abti, -sek- 
shoo-/ n 

bishop /"bishop/ n 1 a clergyman ranking above a pnest, having 
authonty to ordain and confirm, and typically governing a diocese 2 
either of 2 chess pieces of each colour allowed to move diagonally across 
any number of consecutive unoccupied squares [ME bisshop, fr OE 
bisceop, fr LL episcopus, fr Gk episkopos, lit , overseer, fr epi- ♦ 
skeptesthai to look - more at shy] - biahophood n 
bishopric /'bishaprik/ n 1 a diocese 2 the office of bishop [ME 
bisshopnche, fr OE bisceoprice, fr bisceop f nce kingdom - more at 
rich] 

bismuth Aizmath/ n a heavy chiefly Invalent metallic element 
PERIODIC TABLE [obs G bismut (now wismut), modif of wismut, fr wise 
meadow + mut claim to a mine] - bismuthic /biz'mudhik, -'myoohdhik/ 
adj 

bison Aiesn/ n, pi bison 1 a large shaggy-maned European bovine 
mammal that is now nearly extinct 2 bufeaio 2 [L bisont-, bison, of 
Gmc ongin, akin to OHG wisant aurochs, akin to OPruss wjssambrs 
aufochs] 

'bisque /bisk/ n an advantage (e g an extra turn in cnxiuet) allowed to 
an infenor player [F] 

^bisque n a thick cream soup (e g of shellfish or game) [F] 

’bisque n biscuit 1; esp a type of white unglazed ceramic ware [by 
shortening &. alter ] 

bistort /bi'stawt/ n a European plant with twisted roots and a spike of 
usu pink flowers [MF bistorte, fr (assumed) ML bistorta, fr L bw- 4 torta, 
fern of tortus, pp of torquere to twist - more at toriure] 
bistre /lieesta, -stra/ n (the yellowish to dark colour oO a pigment used 
in art [F] 

bistro /b^troh/ n, pi bistros a small bar, restaurant, or tavern [F] 
'bit /bit/ n 1 a bar of metal or occas rubber attached to the bndle and 
inserted in the mouth of a horse 2 the biting or cutting edge or part of 
a tool; also a replaceable dnlling. bonng, etc part of a compound tool 3 
sthg that curbs or restrains 4 the part of a key that enters the lock and 
acts on the bolt and tumblers [ME bin, fr OE bite act of biting; akin to 
OE bitan to bite] 

’bit vf -tt- to put a bit in the mouth of (a horse) 

’bit n la a smali piece or quantity of anything (e g food) <a ^ of cakey <a 
of stringy (a little ^ morey b(l) a usu specified small com <a 


fivepenny (2) a money unit worth Vk of a US dollar c a part, section 
^^couldn't hear the next ^>2 sthg small or unimportant of its kind: e g 
a a bnef penod, a while b(l) an indefinite usu small degree, extent, or 
amount <is a ^ of a rascafy <every as powerfuly (2) an indefinite small 
fraction <J inches and a ~ > - infml 3 ail the items, situations, or activities 
appropnate to a given style, role, etc (jrejected the whole love and 
marnage ^ > 4 a small but necessary piece of work (^doing their ^ for 
Bntain by refusing a pay nsey 5 a young woman - slang [ME, piece 
bitten off, morsel of food, fr OE bita; akin to OE bitan] - a bit 1 
somewhat, rather <a bit difficulty - infml 2 the smallest or an insignifi- 
cant amount or degree (not a bit sorryy ~ infml - a bit much a little more 
than one wants to endure - a bit of all right Br sby or sthg very pleasing; 
esp a sexually attractive person - infml - bit by bit little by little - bit 
on the side (a person with whom one has) occasional sexual intercourse 
usu outside marnage - to bits to pieces 
*bit n (the physical representation in a computer or electronic memory oO 
a unit of computer information equivalent to the result of a choice 
between 2 alternatives (e g on or off) [hmary digi/] 

'bitch /bich/ n 1 the female of the dog or similar fle&h-eating animals 2 
a malicious, spiteful, and domineenng woman 3 a complaint - infml [ME 
bicche, fr OE bicce, akin to OE bxc back] 

’bitch VI to complain - infml 

bitchy /‘bichi/ adj charactenzed by malicious, spiteful, or arrogant 
behaviour - bitchily adv, bitchiness n 
'bite /biet/ vb bit /bit/, bitten /'bit(3)n/ also bit vt la to seize with teeth 
or jaws, so that they enter, gnp, or wound b to sting with a fang or other 
specialized part of the body < the midges are biting me) c to remove or 
sever with the teeth 2 to cut or pierce (as lO with an edged weapon 3 to 
cause sharp pain or stinging discomfort to 4 to uke strong hold of; grip 
^ VI 1 to bite or have the habit of biting sthg (does that dog -^Ty 2 of 
a weapon or tool to cut, pierce 3 to have a sharp penetrating effect (the 
sauce really ^ s> A of fish to take a bait 5 to take or maintain a firm hold 
[ME hiten, fr OE bitan, akin to OHG bizan to bite, L findere to split] - 
biter n - bite off more than one can chew to undertake more than one can 
perform -■ bite the dust 1 to fall dead, esp in battle 2 to be finished or 
defeated (another of his schemes has bitten the dust) 

’bite n la the amount of food taken with 1 bite, a morsel b a small amount 
of food; a snack 2 a wound made by biting 3 the hold or gnp by which 
fnction IS created or purchase is obtained 4 a sharp incisive quality or 
effect 

biting /’bieting/ adj having the power to bite <a ^ wind); esp sharp, 
cutting < ^ ironyy - bitingly adv 

,bit of ‘work n. pi bita of work a person - derog (a nasty ~ > 

'bit .part n a small acting part, usu with spoken lines 
'bit .player n a player of bit parts 
.bits and 'bobs /bobz/ n pi odds and ends 
.bits and 'pieces n pi odds and ends 

bitt /bit/ n cither of a pair of posts on a ship’s deck for securing ropes 
[perh fr ON biti beam, akin to OE bot boat] 

'bitter /'biu/ adj la being or inducing an aend, astnngent, or disagree- 
able taste similar to that of quinine, that is one of the 4 basic taste 
sensations - compare salt, sour, sweet b distressing, galling (a sense 
of shamey 2a intense, severe enemiesy b very cold (a wintery c 
cynical, rancorous contempfy 3 expressive of severe gnef or regret 
<'^ fears) [ME, fr OE biter, akin to OHG bittar bitter, OE bitan] - 
bitterish adj, bitterly adv, bitterness n 
’bitter adv. NAm bitterly 

’bitter nip/ but sing or pi in constr a usu alcoholic solunon of bitter and 
often aromatic plant products used esp in preparing mixed dnnks or as 
a mild tonic I Bra very dry beer heavily flavoured with hops 
.bitter 'end n the last extremity, however painful or calamitous [prob 
ong fr bitter end (the end of a ship's anchonng cable), fr bitter (a turn 
of cable round the bitts), fr bitt] 

bitterling Aitalmg/ n a small central European freshwater fish resem- 
bling the carp [G, fr bitter bitter (fr OHG bittar) + -ling -hng] 
bittern Aitan/ n any of vanous small or medium-sized herons with a 
charactenstic booming cry [ME bitoure, fr MF butor, denv of L 
butio] 

'bitter .principle n any of vanous strongly bitter-tasting substances (e g 
aloin) extracted from plants 

''bittersweet /-.sweet/ n a rambling poisonous nightshade with 
purple-and-yellow flowers 

’bittersweet adj bitter and sweet at the same tune; esp pleasant but with 
elements of suffenng or regret (a ballady - bittersweedy adv, 
bittersweetness n 
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bitty /'biti/ Bdj scrappy, disjointed [’bit + '-y] - bittlly adv 
bitumen /1>ityooinin/ n any of various mixtures of hydrocarbons (e g 
tar) that occur naturally or as residues after heating petroleum, coal, etc 
[ME bithumen mineral pitch, fr L bitumm-, bitumen] - bltuminoid 
/bi*tyoohmi,noyd/ adj, bituminize /bi'tyoohmi.niez/ vt, bituminization 
/-'raysh(a)n/ n 

bituminous /bi'tyoohmmas/ adj resembling, containing, or impreg- 
nated with bitumen 

bivalent /bie'vaybnt/ adj 1 having a valency of 2 2 of chromostmes 
that become associated in pairs dunng meiotic cell division - biva- 
lent n 

bivalve /’bie.vaiv/ n or adj (a mollusc) having a shell composed of 2 
valves 

'bivouac /’bivoo-ak/ n a usu temporary encampment under little or no 
shelter [F, fr LG biwake, fr fei at * wake guard] 

‘bivouac vi -ck- to make a bivouac; camp 

biweekly /.bie'weekli/ n. adj, or adv (a publication) issued or occurring 
a every 2 weeks b twice a week 
biyearty Abie'yiali/ adj 1 biennial 2 biannual 
bizarre /bi'zah/ adj 1 odd, extravagant, eccentric 2 involving sensational 
contrasts or incongruities [F, fr It bizzarro] ~ bizarrely adv, bizarre- 
ncas n 

blab /blab/ vb -bb- vr to reveal (a secret) ^ vi to talk indiscreetly or 
thoughtlessly [ME MaMe one who blabs; akin to ME blaberen to blabber] 
-blab/i 

blabber /lilaba/ vt to babble ~ vt to say indiscreetly [ME blaberen, prob 
of imit origin] - blabber n 

'blabbermouth /-.mowth/ n one who talks too much 
'black /blak/aJy la of the colour black b very dark in colour <Ais face 
was with ragey 2 often cap a having dark pigmentation, esp of the 
Negro race <— Amencamy b of black people or culture hteraturey 

3 dressed in black <jhe Princey 4 dirty, soiled (hands - with dirty 
Sa having or reflecting little or no light < watery (a nighty b of coffee 
served without milk or cream 6a thoroughly sinister or evil (a deedy 
b indicative of hostility, disapproval, or discredit </nr/ only with ~ looks) 
7a very dismal or calamitous < despatry b marked by the occurrence . 
of disaster <-- Fndayy 8 showing a profit <a — nnancial statemcnty - 
compare red 4 9 characterized by gnm, distorted, or grotesque humour 
10 bought, sold, or operating illegally and esp in contravention of ofhciat 
economic regulations <tAe ^ economyy foody II chiefly Br subject 
to boycott by trade-union members [ME blak,‘Xr OE blitc, akin to OHG 
blah black, L flagrare to bum, Gk phlegein, OE bxl fire ~ more at bald] 

- blackish adj, blackly adv, blackness n 
‘black n 1 a black pigment or dye 2 the colour of least lightness that 
belongs to objects that neither reflect nor transmit light 3 sthg black; esp 
black clothing (looks good in ~ > 4 one who belongs wholly or partly to 
a dark-skinned race; esp a Negro 5 (the player playing) the dark-coloured 
pieces in a board game (e g chess) for 2 players 6 (nearly) total absence 
of light (the -- of night) 7 the condition of being financially in credit or 
solvent or of making a profit - usu in the; compare red 3 
‘black vt 1 to make black 2 chiefly Br to declare (e g a business or 
industry) subject to boycott by trade-unjon members 
blackamoor /7>lakd.maw, -.mooo/ n, archaic black 4 [irreg fr black » 
Moor] 

,black-and-'blua adj darkly discoloured from blood that has leaked 
under the skin by bruising 

.Black and Tan n a member of the Royal Insh Constabulary resisting 
the armed movement for Irish independence in 1921 [fr the colour of the 
uniform] 

.black-and-white adj l reproducing visual images m tones of grey 
rather than in colours (-^ television) 2a sharply divided into 2 groups 
or sides b evaluating things as either all good or all bad mor- 
ality) 

.black and 'white n 1 wnting, print 2 a drawing or pnnt done in black 
and white or in monochrome 3 black-and-white reproduction of visual 
images, esp by photography or television 
'black.ball/- '.bawl/ vt 1 to vote against (esp a candidate for membership 
of a club) 2 to ostracize [fr the black ball sometimes used to register an 
adverse vote in a ballot] - Mackball n 
black ban n, Austr a blacking, boycott 
.black 'bear n the common American bear 
'black .belt n (one who has) a rating of expert in judo, karate, etc 
'blackberry /-b(d)ri/ n (the usu black seedy edible fruit oO any of 
various prickly shrubs of the rose family 

.black IHIe n the one of the 4 humours m medieval physiology that was 


believed to be secreted by the kidneys or spleen and to cause melan- 
choly 

'black, bird /-.buhd/ n 1 a common Old World thrush the male of which 
IS black with an orange beak and eye nm 2 any of several American 
birds 

‘black, board /-,bawd/ n a hard smooth usu dark surface for writing or 
drawing on with chalk 

,black 'body n an ideal body or surface that completely absorbs all 
radiant energy falling upon it with no reflection 
.black 'book n a book containing a blacklist 

.black 'box n 1 a usu electronic device, esp one that can be plugged in 
or removed as a unit, whose internal mechanism is hidden from or 
mysterious to the user 2 ilioiit recorder 
.black 'bryony n a herbaceous Old World climbing plant that bears red 
poisonous bernes 

'black,buck /-,buk/ n a common mcdium-sired Indian antelope 
.black 'bun n, Scot a rich dark fruit cake or bread often encased in 
pastry 

'black.cap /-.kap/ n a small Old World warbler with a black crown 
.black 'cap n a black head-covenng formerly worn by a judge in Britain 
when passing the death sentence 
'black.cock /-,kok/ n the (male) black grouse 
blackcurrant /'blak.kurant. ,-'-/ n (the small black edible fruit oO a 
widely cultivated European currant 

'black, damp A, damp/ n a mixture containing carbon dioxide that 
occurs as a mine gas and is incapable of supporting life or flame 
.black 'death n, often cap BAD a form of plague epidemic in Europe 
and Asia in the 1 4th c [fr the black patches formed on the skin of its 
victims] 

.black 'diamond n 1 pi ldal 2 2 carbonado 
blacken /'blakan/ vi to become dark or black (the sky --s) — v/ I to 
make dark or black 2 to defame, sully - blackcner n 
.black 'eye n a discoloration of the skin round the eye from bruising 
.black-eyed 'pea n (the edible seed oQ a leguminous plant widely 
cultivated in warm areas for fo<xl and green manure 
'black.fellow /-.feloh/ n an Australian aborigine - derog 
'blackfish /-.fish/ n I any of numerous dark-coloured fishes, esp a 
tautog 2 the female salmon just after spawning 
'black, fly A, Hie/ n, pi blackflies, esp collectively blackfly (an infestation 
by) any of several small dark-coloured insects 
.black 'friar n a Dominican fnar [fr the black mantle worn by Dom- 
inicans] 

.black 'gold n crude oil 

.black 'grouse n a large Eurasian grouse of which the male is black and 
the female mottled 

blackguard /'blagad, -,gahd/ n a coarse or unscrupulous person, a 
scoundrel - now often humor ['black f guard, ong sense, the kitchen 
servants of a large household] - blackguardism /'blag3di7(a)m/ n, black- 
guardly Ablagadli/ adj or adv 

'black.head /-.hed/ n a small usu dark-coloured oily plug blocking the 
duct of a sebaceous gland, esp on the face 
.black 'hole n a celestial body, prob formed from a collapsed star, with 
a very high density and an intense gravitational field, from which no 
radiation can escape 

.black 'ice n, Br transparent slippery ice <e g on a road) 
blacking Ablaking/ n 1 a paste, polish, etc applied to an object to make 
It black 2 a boycotting of business, industry, etc by trade-union mem- 
bers 

''blackjack /-jak/ n 1 ^kintoon 2 NAat a cosh [(1) black + 'jack 5, 
(2) black + jack 2] 

‘‘black.Jack vt, NAm to stnke with a blapkjack 
.black 'lead /led/ n graphite 

'blackleg /-.leg/ n, chiefly Br a worker hostile to trade unionism or 
acting in opposition to union policies 

.black 'letter n a heavier angular style of type or lettenng used esp by 
early European printers alphabet 
.black 'light n invisible ultraviolet or infrared light 
'blacklist /-.list/ n a list of people or organizations who are disapproved 
of or are to be punished or boycotted - blacklist vt 
.black 'magic n magic performed with the aim of harming or killing sby 
or sthg 

'blackmail /-.mayl/ n 1 (money obtained by) extortion by threats, esp 
of exposure of secrets that would lead to loss of reputation, prosecution, 
etc 2 political, industnal, or moral pressure to do sthg that is considered 
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undesirable ['black + mail (tribute, payment), fr ME male, maille, fr OE 
maJ agreement, pay. fr ON mat speech, agreement] - blackmail vt 
Black Maria /,bl^ ma'nc'a/ n an enclosed motor vehicle used by police 
to carry pnsoners [prob fr the name Mana] 

.black 'market n illicit trade in commodities or currencies in violation 
of ofTicial regulations (e g rationing) 

.black marke'teer /.mahkrtia/ n one who trades on a black market 
.Black 'Mate n a travesty of the Chnstian mass ascnbed to worshippers 
of Satan 

.Black 'Muslim n a member of an exclusively black chiefly US Muslim 
sect that advocates a stnctly separate black commumty 
'black.out /-.owt/ n 1 a penod of darkness enforced as a precaution 
against air raids, or caused by a failure of electneal power 2 a temporary 
loss or dulling of vision, consciousness, or memory 3 a holding back or 
suppression of sthg <a ^ of news about the invasion} 4 a usu temporary 
loss of radio signal (e g during the reentry of a spacecraft) 
black out VI 1 to become enveloped in darkness 2 to undergo a 
temporary loss of vision, consciousness, or memory 3 to extinguish or 
screen all lights for protection, esp against air atuck ~ vr 1 to cause to 
black out 2 to suppress, esp by censorship <black out the news} 
.Black 'Panther n a member of a militant organization of US blacks 
.black 'pepper n a pungent condiment prepared from the dried 
black-husked berries of an E Indian plant used either whole or ground - 
compare whi fe pepper 

.black 'power n the mobilization of the political and economic power 
of US blacks, esp to further racial equality 

.black 'pudding n. chiefly Br a very dark sausage made from suet and 
a large prop^irtion of pigs blood - compare white pudding 
.Black 'RTod n the pnncipal usher of the House of Lords [fr his staff of 
office] 

.black 'aheep n a disreputable member of a respectable group, family, 
etc 

'Blackshirt /-.shuht/ n a member of a fascist organization having a 
black shirt as pan of its uniform 

'blacksmith /-.smith/ n one who works iron, esp at a forge [fr his 
working with iron, known as black metal] - blacksmithing n 
'black .spot n, Br a stretch of road on which accidents occur fre- 
quently 

.black 'tea n tea that is dark in colour from complete fermentation of the 
leaf before drying 

'black.thorn /-.thawn/ n a European spiny shrub of the rose family with 
hard wood and small white flowers 

.black-'tie adj charactenzed by or requinng the weanng of semiformal 
evening dress by men including a dinner jacket and a black bow tie <a 
dinner} - compare whitl-iie 

'black.top /-.top/ n, NAm a bituminous matenal used esp for surfacing 
roads - blacktop vt 

black up VI to put on black make-up, esp in order to play a Negro 
role 

.black 'velvet n a dnnk that is a mixture of stout and champagne or 
cider 

.blackwater 'fever /'blak.wawta/ n a severe form of malana in which 
the unne becomes dark -coloured 

.black 'widow n a venomous New World spider of which the female is 
bUck with an hourglass-shaped red mark on the underside of the abdo- 
men 

bladder /'blada/ n la a membranous sac in animals that serves as the 
receptacle of a liquid or contains gas, esp the unnary bladder 
digestion b VESICLE la 2 a bag filled with a liquid o( gas (eg the 
air-filled rubber one inside a football) [ME, fr OE bltedre-, akin to OHG 
blatant bladder, OE blawan to blow] 

bladder campion n a white-flowered plant of the pink family with a 
large membranous globular calyx 

'bladder.wort /-.wuhi/ n any of a genus of the butterwort family of 
chiefly aquatic plants with vesicular floats or insect traps 
'bladder .wrack /rak/ n a common brown seaweed used in making kelp 
and as a manure 

blade /blayd/ n 1 (the flat expanded part, as distinguished from the stalk, 
oO ft leaf, esp of a grass, cereal, etc 2a the broad flattened part of an oar, 
paddle, bat, etc b an arm of a screw propeller, electric fan. steam turbine, 
etc c the broad flat or concave part of a machine (e g a bulldozer) that 
comes into contact with material to be moved d a broad fl^ body part, 
specif the scapula - used chiefly in naming cuts of meat meat 3a 
the cutting part of a knife, razor, etc b a sword c the runner of an ice 
skate 4 archaic a dashing lively man • now usu humor [ME, fr OE bhed\ 


akin to OHG blat leaf, L folium, Gk phyllon, OE blowan to blossom - 
more at ^bigw] 

bladed /'blaydid/ adj having blades - often m combination 
<h/oad-bladed leaves} 

blaabarry /n>layb(3)n/ n, Scot the bilberry [ME (northern) blaberie, fr 
bla dark blue (fr ON War) + berry] 

blah /blah/ n silly or pretentious chatter or nonsense - infml [imit] 
blain /blayn/ n an inflammatory swellmg or sore [ME. fr OE blegen\ Ain 
to MLG bleine blain, OE blawan to blow] 

'blama /blaym/ vt I to find fault with; censure 2a to hold responsible 
for sthg reprehensible him for everything} b to place responsibility 
for (sthg reprehensible) - on < ^ $ it on me} [ME bUtmen, fr OF blamer, 
fr LL blasphemare to blaspheme, fr Gk blasphemein] * blaauMs arlH, 
blamably adv, blamer n 

*blama n 1 an expression of disapproval or reproach 2 responsibility for 
sthg reprehensible {they must share the for the crime} - Uassefbl atif, 

blameftilly adv, blameless adj, blamelessly adv, blsmelessness a 
'blama.worthy /-.wuhthi/ adj deserving blame - bbuneworthiBesB n 
blanch /blahnch/ vt 1 to take the colour out of: a to bleach (a growing 
plant) by excluding light b to scald or parboil (e g almonds or food for 
freezing) in water or steam in order to remove the skin from, whiten, or 
stop enzymatic action 2 to make ashen or pale {fear ^eathe cheek} ^ vi 
to become white or pale < -« ed when he heard the news} [ME blaunchen, 
fr MF blanchir, fr OF blanche, fern of blanc, adj. white] - blaacber a 
blancmange /bb'monj, -'monzh/ n a usu sweetened and flavoured 
dessert made from gelatinous or starchy substances (e g cornflour) and 
milk [ME blancmanger, fr MF blanc manger, lit , white food] 
bianco /lilangkoh/ vt blaneoes; blancoing; blaacoed to treat with 
Blanco 

Blanco trademark > used for a substance used esp in the armed forces to ^ 
whiten or colour belts and webbing 

bland /bland/ adj la smooth, soothing {a ^ smile} b unperturbed <a 
^ confession of guilt} 2a not irritating or stimulating; mild <a ^ diet} 
b dull, insipid < ~ stones with little plot or action} [L blandus] - bhmdly 
adv, blandncss n 

blandishment /'blandishmant/ n a coaxing or flattenng act or utter- 
ance - often pi [blandish (to coax, flatter), fr ME blandishen, fr MF 
blandiss-, stem of blandir, fr L blandin, fr blandus] - blandish vb 
'blank /blangk/ adj la dazed, nonplussed {stared in dismay} b 
expressionless {a stare} 2a lacking interest, variety, or change <a 
prospect} b devoid of covenng or content, esp free from writing {'^ 
paper} c not filled in <a ^ cheque} 3 absolute, unqualified <j refusal} 

4 having a plain or unbroken surface where an opening is usual <a 
arch} [ME, white, fr MF blanc, of Gmc origin; akin to OHO blanch 
white; akin to L fJagrare to bum - more at black] - blankly adv, 
blankness n 

’blank n 1 an empty space 2a a void {my mind wasa during the lest} 
b a vacant or uneventful period {a long ~ in history} 3 a dash substituted 
for an omitted word 4a a piece of matenal prepared to be made mto sthg 
(e g a key or coin) by a further operation b a cartndge loaded with powder 
but no bullet 

’blank vt la to make blank - usu out b to block - usu + off {-^ed off 
the tunnel} 2 NAm to keep (an opposing team) from scoring 
.blank 'cheque n 1 a signed cheque with the amount unspecified 2 
complete freedom of action or control; carte blanche 
'blanket /blangkit/ n 1 a large thick usu rectangular piece of fabric (e g 
woven from wool or acrylic yam) used esp as a bed covering or a similar 
piece of fabnc used as a body covenng (e g for a horse) 2 a thick covering 
or layer {a ^ of snow} [ME, fr OF blankele, fr blanc] 

’blanket vt to cover (as if) with a blanket {new grass Che slope} 
’blanket adj applicable in all instances or to all members of a group or 
class 

'blanket .bath n a wash given to a bedridden person 
'blanket .stitch n a widely spaced loop stitch used esp round the edges 
of thick fabrics (e g blankets) instead of hemmmg in order to prevent 
fraying - compare buttonhole stitch - bliBket-fCitch vt 
.blank ‘verse n unrhymed verse, esp in iambic pentameters 
blanquette /blong'ket/ n a stew of white meat (e g veal) in a white 
sauce [F] 

blare /bleo/ vi to emit loud and harsh sound vt 1 to sound loudly and 
usu harshly 2 to proclaim loudly or sensationally {headlines ~d his 
defeat} [ME bleren\ akin to OE hhetan to bleat) - Mare n 
blarney /'blahni/ n 1 smooth wheedling talk; flattery 2 nonsense 
[Blarney stone, a stone in Blarney Castle, near Cork, Eir^ held to give 
skill in flattery to those who kiss it] > blarney vb 
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bias# /blAhzay. adj indifferent to pleasure or excitement as a result 
of excessive indulgence or enjoyment; also sophisticated [F, fr pp of bJaser 
to exhaust by indulgence] 

bissphems /blasYeem/ vb to speak of or address (God or sthg sacred) 
with impiety [ME blasfcmen, fr LL blasphemare - more at Di amf] - 

blaaphener n 

blasphsmy /^lasfami/ n (the act of showing) contempt or lack of 
reverence for God or sthg (considered) sacred - blasphemous adj, 
blasphemously adv, blaspheraouSness n 
'blast /blahst/ n 1 a violent gust of wind 2 the sound produced by air 
blown through a wind instrument or whistle 3a a stream of air or gas 
forced through a hole b a violent outburst c the continuous draught 
forced through a blast furnace 4 a sudden pernicious influence or effect 
<r/ie of a huge epidemic') 5 (a violent wave of increased atmospheric 

pressure followed by a wave of decreased atmospheric pressure produced 
in the vicinity of) an explosion or violent detonation 6 speed, capacity 
(going full ^ down the road) 7 the utterance of the word blast as a curse 
[ME, fr OE bl^t\ akin to OHG blast blast. OE blawan to blow] 

‘blast V7 1 to produce loud harsh sounds 2a to use an explosive b to shoot 
3 to shrivel, wither ^ vT 1 to injure (as iO by the action of wind, blight 

2 to shatter, remove, or open (as lO with an explosive a new course 
for the stream) 3 to apply a forced draught to 4 to cause to blast off (will 

themselves from the moon’s surface) 5a to denounce vigorously 
(judge -o s police methods) b to curse, damn c to hit vigorously and 
effectively 6 to defeat decisively (they ^ed the home team) - blaster n, 
blasriog n or adj 

*blast inter], Br - used to express annoyance; slang 
blast-, blasto- comb form bud, embryo; germ <blastorysr> <blastu/a> [G, 
fr Gk, fr blastos] 

•blast /-blast/ comb form ( - n) formative cell, cell layer (erythrobVast), 
also formative unit, esp of living matter [NL -blast us, fr Gk blastos bud. 
shoot; akin to OE molda top of the head, Skt murdhan head] 
blasted /*blahstid/ adj la withered b damaged (as iQ by an explosive, 
lightning, or the wind 2 confounded, detestable (this ^ weather) - 
infml 

'blast .furnace n a furnace, esp for converting iron ore into iron, in 
which combustion is forced by a current of air under pressure 
-blastic /-'blastik/ comb form ( -■* adj) having (such or so many) buds, 
cells, or cell layers (megaloblastic) [ISV, fr -blast] 
blastocoel, blaitocoele /'blasta.scel/ n the cavity of a blastula [ISV] - 
blaatocoelic /-'seelik/ adj 

blastocyst /'blastasist/ n the modified blastula of a placental mam- 
mal 

blast off VI, esp of rocket-propelled missiles and vehicles takl orf 3 - 

blaat-off P-f n 

blastomere /'blasta.mio/ n a cell produced dunng cleavage of an egg 
[ISV] - Mastomeiic /.blasta'menk/ adj 

blastula /1)lastyoob/ n, pi blastulas, blastulae /-li/ the embryo of a 
metazoan animal at the stage in its development succeeding the morula, 
typically having the form of a hollow Huid-filled cavity bounded by a 
single layer of cells - compare gastrula, morula [NL. fr Gk blastos] 
- blastttlar adj, blastnlathHi /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

blatant /l>layt(a)nt/ adj 1 noisy, esp in a vulgar or offensive manner 2 
completely obvious, conspicuous, or obtrusive, esp in a crass or offensive 
manner [perh fr L blatire to chatter] - blatantly adv, blataney /-si/ n 
blather /^ladha/ n foolish voluble talk [ON blathr nonsense, fr blathra 
to talk nonsense] • blather vi, blatherer /-n>/ n 
'blaze /blayz/ n la an intensely burning flame or sudden fire b intense 
direct light, often accompanied by heat (the of noon) 2a a dazzling 

disfday (a ~ of flowers) b a sudden outburst (a of fury) c brilliance . 

(the of the jewels) 3 pi hell 2a - usu as an inteijection or as a 
generalized term of abuse ^ to s> [ME blase, fr OE blaese torch; akin 
to OE bdtl fire - more at bai d] 

‘blaze vi la to bum intensely (the sun ~d overhead) b to flare up (he 
suddenly ^d with anger) 2 to be conspicuously brilliant or resplendent 

3 to shoot rapidly and repeatedly d away at the target) - blazingly 
adv 

*blaza v 7 to make public or conspicuous - chiefly in blaze abroad [ME 
blasen, fr MD blasen to blow; akin to OHG blast blast] 

*blaza i? 1 a broad white mark on the face of an animal, esp a horse 2 
a trail marker; esp a mark made on a tree by cutting off a piece of the bark 
[G Mas, fr OHO plas\ akin to OE blaese] 

*blaza rf 1 to mark (e g a trail) with blazes 2 to lead or pioneer in (some 
direction orWivity) > chiefly in blaze the trail 


blazer Pb\ayz9/ n a jacket, esp with patch pockets, that is for casual wear 
or IS part of a school uniform ['blaze + '-er] 

'blazon /1>layz(9)n/ n 1 coat of arms 2 the proper formal description 
of heraldic arms or charges [ME Mason, fr MF] 

‘blazon vt 1 to proclaim widely - often + forth 2 to describe (heraldic 
arms or charges) in technical terms - blazoner n, blazoning n 
‘blazonry An/ n 1 blazon 2 dazzling display 
'bleach /bleech/ vt 1 to remove colour or stains from 2 to make whiter 
or lighter, esp by physical or chemical removal of colour ~ vi to grow 
white or lose colour [ME blechen, fr OE blsecean, akin to OE Mac pale, 
bael fire - more at bald] - bleachable adj 
‘bleach n 1 a preparation used in bleaching 2 the degree of whiteness 
obtained by bleaching 

'bleaching .powder Ableeching/ n a white powder consisting chiefly 
of calcium hydroxide, calcium chloride, and calcium hypochlonte used as 
a bleach, disinfectant, or deodorant 

'bleak /bleek/ adj 1 exposed, barren, and often windswept 2 cold, raw 
3a lacking in warmth or kindness b not hopeful or encouraging (a 
outlook) c severely simple or austere [ME bleke pale; prob akin to OE 
Mac] - bleakish adj, bleakly adv, bleakness n 
‘bleak n a small European river fish [ME Meke, prob fr ON Meikja] 
blear /blia/ vt 1 to make (the eyes) bleary 2 to blur [ME bleren] 
bleary /'blian/ adj 1 of the eyes or vision dull or dimmed, esp from 
fatigue or sleep 2 poorly outline<l or defined - blearily adv, bleari- 
ness n 

'bleat /blcet/ vi l to make (a sound like) the cry characteristic of a sheep 
or goat 2a to talk complainmgly or with a whine b to blather vt to utter 
in a bleating manner [ME bleten, fr OE Msetan, akin to L flere to weep. 
OE bellan to roar - more at bfliow] - bleater n 
‘bleat n (a sound like) the characteristic cry of a sheep or goat 
bleb /bleb/ n a small blister [perh alter of Mob] 

'bleed /bleed/ vb bled /bled/ vi la to emu or lose blotxi b to die or be 
wounded, esp in battle (men who bled for their country) 2 to feel 
anguish, pain, or sympathy 3 to lose some constituent (e g sap or dye) by 
exuding it or by diffusion 4 to be pnnled so as to run off an edge of a 
page after tnmming — vt 1 to remove or draw blood from 2 to extort 
money from 3 to draw sap from (a tree) ^o extract or let out some of 
(a contained substance) from (a container) 5 to cause (eg a pnnted 
illustration) to bleed, also to tnm (e g a page) so that some of the printing 
bleeds 6 to extract or drain the vitality or lifeblood from (high taxes ing 
private enterprise) [ME Mcden, fr OE bMan, fr Mod blood] 

‘bleed n an act or instance of bleeding, esp by a haemophiliac 
bleeder Ableeda/ n I a haemophiliac 2 a worthless person ■■ slang 
['RIEFD + '-er] 

bleeding Ableeding/ adj or adv 'bkxidy 4, 'bloody - slang 
.bleeding 'heart n any of vanous plants of the fumitory family with usu 
red or pink heart-shaped flowers 

'bleep /bleep/ n 1 a short high-pitched sound (eg from electronic 
equipment) 2 a bleeper [imit] 

‘bleep vt 1 to call (sby) by means of a bleeper 2 to replace (recorded 
words) with a bleep or other sound - usu + out (all the obscenities were 
~ ed out) VI to emit a bleep 

bleeper /'bleeps/ n a portable radio receiver that emits a bleep as a signal 
that the wearer is required 

blemish /7>lcmish/ vt or n (to spoil the perfection of by) a noticeable 
imperfection [vb ME blemisshen, fr MF Mesmiss-, stem of blesmir to 
make pale, wound, of Gmc origin; akin to O Mass pale; akin to OE bltese 
torch - more at 'blaze, n fr vb] 

blench /blench/ vi to draw back or flineb from lack of courage [ME 
blenchen to deceive, blench, fr OE blencan tQ deceive; akin to ON blekkja 
to impose on] 

'blend /blend/ vb blended also blent /blent/ vt 1 to mix; esp to combine 
or associate so that the separate constituents cannot be distinguished 2 
to prepare by thoroughly intermingling diflbrent vaneties or grades ^ vi 
la to mix or intermingle thoroughly b to' combine into an integrated 
whole 2 to produce a harmonious effect {ME blenden, modif of ON 
bianda-, akin to OE blandan to mix, Lith fundus thick (of soup)] 
‘bipnd n 1 an act or product of blending (our own ^ of tea) 2 a word 
(e g brunch) produced by combining other words or parts of words 
blende /blend/ n sphalerite [G, fr blenden to blind, fr OHG blentem, akin 
to OE blind] 

blender Pbienda/ n an electric appliance for grinding or mixing; specif 
a liquidizer ['blend *-er] 

blenny Pblem/ n any of numerous usu small and elongated and often 
scaleless sea fishes [L blennius, a sea fish, fr Gk blennos] 
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blephar* /blef3*/t blephoro- comb fomt eyelid <blephan//s> [NL. fr Gk, 
fr bJepharon] 

blesbok Ales,bok/ /i a S Afncan antelope that has a large white spot on 
the face [Afnk, fr b/es blaze ■+ bok male antelope] 
bless /bles/ vt bleased also blest /blest/ 1 to hallow or consecrate by 
religious nte, esp by making the sign of the cross 2 to invoke divine care 
for 3a to praise, glonfy < ^ His holy name} b to speak gratefully of < ed 
him for his kindness} A to confer prosperity or happiness on 5 - used 
in exclamations chiefly to express mild or good-humoured surprise 
my soul, what's happened now'^ 6 archaic to protect, preserve [ME 
blessen, fr OE bletsian, fr blod blood; fr the use of blood in consecra- 
tion] 

blessed Alesid/ adj la ofien cap holy, venerated <t/ie Blessed Sacra- 
ment} b cap - used as a title for a beatified person <Blesscd Oliver 
Plunket} 2 - used as an intensive </io one gave usa penny} - blessedly 
adv, blessedness n 

blessing /'blesing/ n la the invocation of God's favour upon a person 
<jhe congregation stood for the b approval 2 sthg conducive to 
happiness or welfare 3 grace said at a meal 
blether /'bledha/ w or n (to) blather [Sc. var of blather] 
blew /blooh/ past of bi ow 

blewits /'biooh its/ n an edible mushroom that is lilac when young [prob 
irreg fr blue] 

'blight /bliet/ n 1 (an organism that causes) a disease or injury of plants 
resulting in withenng, cessation of growth, and death of parts without 
rotting 2 sthg that impairs, frustrates, or destroys 3 a condition of 
disorder or decay Durban - } [ongin unknown] 

^blight vt 1 to a(fect (e g a plant) with blight 2 to impair, frustrate ^ vi 
to suffer from or become affected with blight 

blighter Alieta/ n, chiefly Br a fellow, esp one held in low esteem - infml 

pBLICiHT ^-ta] 

blighty Alieti/ n, often cap, Br 1 (a wound forcing a return home to) 
Britain 2 leave USE slang, used esp by Bntish soldiers [by folk 
etymology fr Hindi bilayati, wilayati foreign country, England, fr Ar 
wilayat province, country] 

blimey /'bliemi/ inteiy, chiefly Br - used for expressing surpnse, slang 
[short for gorblimey. alter, of God blind me] 

blimp /blimp/ n 1 a nonngid airship 2 cap an cinll blimp [prob based 
on 'limp] - blimpish adj, blimpisbly adv, blimpiahness n 
'blind /bliend/ ad/ la unable to see; sightless b of or designed for sightless 
people 2a unable or unwilling to discern or judge fo all arguments} 
b not based on reason, evidence, or knowledge < ^ faith} 3 completely 
insensible </n a stupor} 4 without sight or knowledge of anything that 
could serve for guidance beforehand 5 performed solely by the use of 
instruments within an aircraft <a landing} 6 hidden from sight, 
concealed <a -- corner} stitch} 7 having only 1 opening or outlet <a 
^ alley} 8 having no opening for light or passage <a - waif} [ME, fr 
OE; akin to OHG Mint blind, OE blandan to mix - more at blend] - 
blindly adv, blindness n 

‘blind vr l to make blind 2 to rob ofjudgment or discernment 3 to dazzle 
vi Br to swear ^cursing and ^ ing) ~ infml - blindingly adv - blind with 
science to impress or overwhelm with a display of usu technical knowl- 
edge 

‘blind n 1 sthg to hinder sight or keep out light, e g a a window shutter 
b chiefly Br an awning c a flexible screen (e g a stnp of cloth) usu 
mounted on a roller for covering a window da curtain e Venetian blind 
2 a cover, subterfuge 3 NAm ’hide 

*blind adv 1 to the point of insensibility drunk} 2 without seeing 
outside an aircraft (jto fly >^} 3 - used as an intensive <4Wore he 
wouldn't escape} 

.blind 'alley n a fruitless or mistaken course or direction 
.blind 'date n a date between people who have not previously met 
blinder Alienda/ n i Br sthg outstanding; esp an outstanding piece of 
play in cncket or football - infml 2 hlAm blinker 3 [^blind 
-h ’-er] 

'blind, fold /-.fohld/ vt or n 1 (to cover the eyes of with) a piece d* 
material (e g a bandage) for covering the eyes to prevent sight 2 (to hinder 
from seeing or esp understanding with) sthg that obscures vision or 
mental awareness [vb ME blindfellcn, bhndfeldcn to stnke blind, blind- 
fold, fr blind + felkn to fell; n fr vb] 

blinding Aliending/ n material (e g sand or gravel) used to fill crevices, 
esp in a new road [fr gerund of blind (to fill gaps in, clog), fr ^blind] 
blindman'a buff /,bliend,manz 'buf/ n a group game in which a 
blindfolded player tries to catch and identify another player [bu/r(blow, 
buffet), fr ME buffe, fr MF, of imit origin] 


‘blind .side n the side away from which one is looking 
'blind .spot n la the point in the retina where the optic nerve enten that 
IS not sensitive to light b a part of a visual field that cannot be seen or 
inspected <jhe car has a bad ^} 2 an area in which one lacks knowledge, 
understanding, or discnmination 
'blind.worm /-.wuhm/ n a slowworm 

'blink /blingk/ w 1 to close and open the eyes involuntarily 2 to shine 
intermittently 3a to wink at b to look with surpnse or dismay at '^vt 
I to cause (one's eyes) to blink 2 to evade, shirk [ME blinken to open 
one’s eyes] 

‘blink n I a glimmer, sparkle 2 a usu involuntary shutting and opening 
of the eye 3 iceblink - on the blink not working properly </Ae/igArswircA 
15 on the blink) - infml 

blinker Alingka/ n 1 a warning or signalhng light that flashes on and 
off 2 pi an obstruction to sight or discernment 3 chiefly Br either of 2 
flaps, one on each side of a horse's bndle, allowing only frontal vision 
['blink '*■ ’-fr] - blinker vt, blinkered adj 
blinking Almgkmg/ adj or adv, Br 'bloody 4, ‘bloody - euph 
blintze /'blintsa/, blintz /blints/ n a thin folded filled pancake [Yiddish 
blintse, fr Russ blinets, dim of blin pancake] 
blip /blip/ n 1 a bleep 2 an image on a radar screen [imit] 
bliss /blis/n 1 complete happiness 2 paradise, heaven [ME b/tsse, fr OE 
bliss, akin to OE blithe blithe] - bliasfhl adj, bliasAilly adv, bUaiftil- 
ness n 

'blister Alista/ n 1 a raised part of the outer skin containing watery 
liquid 2 an enclosed raised spot (e g in paint) resembling a blister 3 a 
disease of plants marked by large swollen patches on the leaves 4 any of 
various structures that bulge out (an aircraft's radar ^ } [ME, modif of 
OF or MD, OF blostre boil, fr MD bluyster blister, akin to OE btesf blast] 

- blistery adj 

‘blister v7 to become affected with a blister ^ vt 1 to raise a blister on 2 
to attack harshly 

'blister .copper n copper that has a black blistered surface, is almost 
pure, and occurs as an intermediate product in copper refining 
blistering Alistanng/ adj 1 extremely intense or severe 2 of speed 
extremely high -- blisteringly adv 

blithe /bliedh/ adj 1 lighthearted, merry, cheerful (hail to thee, « spirit 

- P B Shelley) 2 casual, heedless unconcern} [ME, fr OE blithe, akin 
to OHG Midi joyous, OE bar/ fire - more at bald] - blithely adv 

blithering /'blidhanng/ adj talking nonsense, babbling; broadiy utterly 
stupid (you ^ idiot'} - infml [fr prp of blither, alter of blather] 
blitz /blits/ n la a blitzkneg b an intensive aenal bombardment; specif, 
often cap the bombardment of Bntish cities by the German air force in 
1940 and 1941 2 an intensive nonmilitary campaign (a ~ against the 
unions} - chiefly joum - blitz vb 

’blitz,krieg /-.kreeg/ n a violent swift surpnse campaign conducted by 
coordinated air and ground forces [G, fr blitz lightning kneg war] 
blizzerd Aiizxl/ n 1 a long severe snowstorm 2 an intensely strong cold 
wind filled with fine snow 3 an overwhelming rush or deluge (the ^ of 
mail at Chnstmas} [ongin unknown] - bUzzardy adj 
bloated Alohtid/ adj t unpleasantly swollen 2 much larger than is 
warranted <a estimate} [fr pp of bloat (to swell), fr bloat swollen, alter, 
of ME blout, perh fr ON blautr soft, soaked] 

bloater /'blohta/ n a large hemng or mackerel lightly salted and briefly 
smoked [obs bloat (to cure)] 

blob /blob/ n la a small drop of liquid (a ^ of ink} b a small drop or 
lump of sthg viscous or thick 2 sthg ill-defined or amorphous [ME] 
bloc /blok/ n a (temporary) combination of individu^s, parties, or 
nations for a common purpose [F, lit., block] 

'block /blok/ n 1 a compact usu solid piece of substantial matenal (e g 
wood or stone): e g a a mould or form on which articles are shaped or 
displayed b a rectangular building unit that is larger than a bnck c a usu 
cubical and solid wooden or plastic building toy that is usu provided in 
sets d the metal casting that contains the cylinders of an internal- 
combustion engine 2 head 1 - slang 3a an obstacle b an obstruction of 
an opponent’s play in sports esp in football, hockey, etc c interruptitMi 
of the normal physiological function (e g transmission of nerve impulses) 
of a tissue or organ 4 a wooden or metal case enclosing 1 or more pulleys 
5 (a ballet shoe with) a solid toe on which a dancer can stand on points 
6a a quantity or number of things dealt with as a unit b a part of a building 
or set of buildings devoted to a particular use c chiefly NAm (the distanoe 
along 1 side of) a usu rectangular space (e g in a town) encloaed by streets 
and usu occupied by buildings d block section 7 a piece of engraved 
or etched material (e g wood or metal) from which impressions are printed 
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[ME bhk, fr MF bloc, fr MD blok\ akin to OHG blob block. Mir blog 
fragment] 

‘block vt la to make unsuitable for passage or progress by obstruction b 
to hinder the passage, progress, or accomplishment of (as lO by interpos- 
ing an obstruction c to shut off from view (trees ^ mg the sun) d to 
obstruct or interfere usu legitimately with (e g an opponent) in vanous 
games or sports c to prevent normal functioning of 2 to make (2 or more 
lines of writing or type) flush at the left or at both margins 3 to arrange 
(e g a school timetable) in long continuous penods ^ vi to block an 
opponent in sports - blockage n, blocker n 
'blockade /bb'kayd, bio-/ n 1 the surrounding or blocking of a particu- 
lar enemy area to prevent passage of people or supplies 2 an obstruc- 
tion 

‘blockade vt to subject to a blockade - blockader n 
.block and 'tackle n an arrangement of pulley blocks with associated 
rope or cable for hoisting or hauling 
'block, board /-.bawd/ n matenal made of parallel wooden stnps glued 
edge to edge and finished on top and underneath with thin wooden 
sheets 

'block-, booking n a booking of a number of places (e g theatre seats) at 
1 time 

'block,buatar /-.busts/ n l a huge high-explosive demolition bomb 2 
sby or sthg particularly outstanding or effective USE infml 
block diagram n a diagram (eg of a system or process) in which 
labelled figures (e g rectangles) and interconnecting lines represent the 
relationship of parts 

'blockhead /-.hed/ n an extremely dull or stupid person 
'blockhouse /-.hows/ n 1 a building made of heavy timbers with 
loopholes for firing through, observation, etc. formerly used as a fort 2 
an observation post built to withstand heat, blast, radiation, etc 
block in vt to sketch the outlines of, m a design 
.block 'latter n a simple capital letter (wnte in block letters, plense') 
block mountain n a horst geography 
block out vt BLOCK IN 

'block .plane n a small plane made with the bbde set at a low pitch and 
used chiefly on end grains of wood 

block release n a short course of full-time study for which a worker is 
released by his/her employer - compare day release 
block section n a length of railway track of defined limits, the use of 
which is governed by block signals 

block signal a a signal at the entrance of a blodi section to control trams 
entering and using that block section 

block system n a system by which a railway track is divided into short 
sections and trains are controlled by signals 
bloke /blohk/ n. chiefly Br a man - infml [perh fr Shelta] 

'blond /blond/ adj la of hair of a flaxen, golden, light auburn, or pale 
yellowish brown colour b of a pale white or rosy white colour ikin') 
c being a blond <a handsome youth') 2a of a light colour b of the 
colour blond [F] - blondlsb adj 

‘blond n 1 sby with blond hair and often a light complexion and blue or 
grey eyes 2 a light yellowish brown to dark greyish yellow colour 
blonde /blond/ n or adj (a) blond - used esp for or in relation to women 
<a smiling ^ > [F, fem of bhnd\ 

'blood /blud/ n la the usu red fluid that circulates in the heart, artenes, 
capillaries, and veins of a vertebrate animal, carrying nourishment and 
0 Kj[gen to» and bnnging away waste products from, all parts of the body 
anatomy b a comparable fluid of an invertebrate animal 2a life- 
blood; broadly life b human lineage; esp the royal lineage c kinship d 
descent from parents 3a temper, passion b the one of the 4 humours in 
medieval physiology that was believed to cause sanguinity 4 people or 
ideas of the specified, esp innovative, kind (need some fresh ^ in the’ 
organization') 5 archaic a dashing lively esp young man; a rake - now usu 
humor [ME, fr OE Mod; akin to OHG Muot blood] 

‘blood vf 1 to stain or wet with blood; esp to mark the face of (an 
isexperienced fox hunter) with the blood of the fox 2 to give an initiating 
experience to (sby new to a particular field of activity) 

'blood,both /-.b^tfa/ n a great slaughter; a massacre 
,blood 'brothor n either of 2 men pledged to mutual loyalty, esp by a 
ceremonial mingling of each other’s blood - blood brotherhood n 
'blood .count n (the determination oO the number of blood cells in a 
definite volume of blood 

*blood,curdljng /-.kuhdling/ aeff arousing horror < screams) - blood- 
cwdliiisly adv 

•btoodod Abludid/ comb form ( a<^) having (such) blood or (such) a 
temperament <cioftf«bloaded> <wann-blooded> 


'blood ,feud n a murderous feud between clans or families 
'blood .group n any of the classes into which human beings can be 
separated on the basis of the presence or absence of specific antigens in 
their blood 

'blood, guilt /-.gilt/ n guilt resulting from bloodshed 
'blood .heat n a temperature approximating to that of the human body, 
about 37'C or 98’F 

'blood, hound /-.hownd/ n 1 a large powerful hound of European ongin 
remarkable for its acuteness of smell and poor sight 2 a person (e g a 
detective) who is keen in pursuing or tracking sby or sthg down 
'bloodless /-hs/ 1 deficient in or free from blood 2 not accompanied 
by the shedding of blood (a -- victory) 3 lacking in spint or vitality 4 
lacking in human feeling statistics) - bloodlessly adv, bloodless- 
ness n 

'blood, letting /-,leting/ n 1 phlebotomy 2 bloodshed 
'blood,line /-.hen/ n a group of related individuals, esp with distinctive 
charactenstics 

'blood .money n l money obtained at the cost of another's life 2 money 
paid to the next of km of a slam person 

'blood .platelet /’playtht/ n any of the minute cytoplasmic discs in the 
blood of vertebrates that assist m blood clotting and are non-nucleated m 
humans 

‘blood .poisoning n septicaemia 

'blood .pressure n pressure that is exerted by the blood on the walls of 
the blood vessels, esp arteries, and that vanes with the age and health of 
the individual 

.blood 'red adj having the colour of blood 
'blood-re.lation n a person related by consanguinity 
'blood .serum n the watery portion of the blood excluding the blood 
cells; also blood plasma from which the fibnn has been removed 
'blood,shed /-.shed/ n 1 the shedding of blood 2 the taking of life 
'blood.shot /-.shot/ adj, of an eye having the white part tinged with 
red 

‘blood .sport n a field sport (e g fox hunting or beagling) m which 
animals are killed - derog. not used technically 
'blood.stein /-.stayn/ n a discoloration caused by blood - bloodstained 
adj 

'blood, stock /-.stok/ n sing or pi in constr horses of Thoroughbred 
breeding, esp when used for racing 

'blood.stone /-.stohn/ n a translucent green quartz gemstone sprinkled 
with red spots 

'blood.strsam /-.streem/ n the flowing blood m a circulatory system 
'blood.sucker /-.suka/ n 1 a leech 2 a person who extorts money from 
another - bloodsucking adj 

'blood .sugar n (the concentration oO (he glucose m the blood 
'blood .test n a test of the blood (eg to ascertain the nature of an 
infection or to detect leukaemia) 

'blood.thirsty /-.thuhsti/ adj eager for bloodshed - bloodthirstily adj, 
bloodthirstiness n 
'blood .type n bl(x>d group 

'blood .vessel n any of the vessels through which blood circulates in an 
animal anatomy 

'blood.worm /-.wuhm/ n any of vanous reddish annelid worms often 
used as bait for fish 

'bloody /'bludi/ adj 1 smeared, stained with, or containing blood 2 
accompanied by or involving bloodshed 3a murderous, bloodthirsty b 
merciless, cruel 4 - used as an intensive; slgng [ME, fr OE blddig, fr Mod 
blood] ~ bloodily adv, bloodiness n 
‘bloody vt to make bloody 

‘bloody adv - used as an intensive, slang (not ^ hkelyf) 

.Bloody 'Mary /'meori/ n, pi Bloody Maiys a cocktail consisting chiefly 
of vodka and tomato juice [prob fr Bloody Mary, nickname of Mary 1 
of England tlSS8; fr its red colour] 

.bloody-'mindad adj deliberately obstructive or unhelpful - 
bloody-mindedness n 

'bloom /bloohm/ n a thick bar of hammeitd or rolled iron or steel [ME 
blome lump of metal, fr OE bloma] 

‘blooM n la a flower b the flowering state (the roses m ~ > c an excessive 
growtK of phytoplankton 2 a time of beauty, freshness, and vigour (the 
of youth) 3a a delicate powdery coatmg on some fruits and leaves b 
cloudiness on a film of varnish or lacquer c a mottled surface that appears 
on chocolate, often due to incorrect temperatures in manufacture or 
storage 4 a rosy or healthy appearance [ME blome, fr ON Mom; akin 
to OE blowan to blossom - more at ^blow] - bloomy adj 
*bloom vi la to produce or yield flowers b to support abundant plant life 
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<jnake the desert •«> 2a to flourish <^ing with health} b to reach 
matunty, blossom (^their friendship ~ cd over the weeks} 3 of a body of 
water to become densely populat^ with microorganisms, esp plankton 
bloomer /'bloohma/ n a stupid blunder - infml [’bloom 4^ ’-er] 
bloomers /'bloohmaz/ n p/ a woman’s undergarment with full loose legs 
gathered at the knee [Amelia Bloomer tl894 US feminist] 
blooming /'blooming, 'blooh-/ adj, chiefly Br - used as a generalized 
intensive; euph (that ^ idiot} [prob euphemism for bloody] 
blooper /'bloohpa/ n, SAm an embarrassing public blunder - infm! 
[bloop (a grating or howling sound), of imit ongin] 

'blossom /'blosam/ n la the flower of a plant; esp the flower that 
produces edible fruits b the mass ofbloom on a single plant 2 a high point 
or stage of development [ME blosme, fr OE bldstm\ akin to OE bhwan] 
~ blossomy adj 

’blossom VI 1 to bloom 2 to come into one's own, develop <a ~ing 
talent} 

'blot /blot/ n 1 a soiling or disfigunng mark; a spot 2 a mark of reproach, 
a blemish [ME] 

’blot vb -tt- vt 1 to spot, stain, or spatter with a discolouring substance 

2 to dry or remove with an absorbing agent (e g blotting paper) '^vi I 
to make a blot 2 to become marked with a blot - blot one's copybook 
to mar one's previously good record or standing 

’blot n a backgammon counter exposed to capture [perh fr Dan blot naked, 
exposed] 

blotch /bloch/ n 1 an imperfection, blemish 2 an irregular spot or mark 
(e g of colour or ink) [prob partly alter, (influenced by 'blot) of botch 
(swelling). &. partly fr OF bloche clod of earth] - blotch vt, blotchily adv, 
blotchy adi 

blot out /blot/ vt 1 to obscure, eclipse 2 to destroy, wipe out 
blotter /'biota/ n a piece of blotting paper 

'blotting .paper /'bloting/ n a spongy unsized paper used to absorb 
ink 

blotto /'blotoh/ adj. Br extremely drunk - slang [prob irreg fr ^blot] 
blouse /blowz/ n a usu kx)se*ritting woman’s upper garment that 
resembles a shirt or smock and is waist-length or longer [F] 
blouson /’bloohzon, 'blowzon/ n a short loose jacket or blouse usu 
closely fitted at the waist [F, fr blouse] 

'blow /bloh/ vb blew /blooh/. blown /blohn/ vi 1 of air to move with 
speed or force </r’s ^ mg hard tonight} 2 to send forth a current of gas, 
esp air <blew on his cold hands} 3 to make a sound by blowing (the 
whistle blew) 4 to boast 5a to pant bofa whale to eject moisture-laden 
air from the lungs through the blowhole 6 of an electnc fuse to melt when 
overloaded 7 of a tyre to lose the contained air through a spontaneous 
puncture - usu -i- out ^ vt la to set (gas or vapour) in motion b to act 
on with a current of gas or vapour 2 to damn, disregard - infml the 
expense} 3 to produce or shape by the action of blown or injected air 
ing bubbles} ing glass} 4 to deposit eggs or larvae on or in - used 
with reference to an insect 5 to shatter, burst, or destroy by explosion - 
compare blow up 6 to cause (a fuse) to blow 7 to rupture by too much 
pressure <blew a gasket} 8 to squander (money or an advantage) <blew 
£50 on a dress} <blcw his chance} - slang 9 to leave hurriedly <blcw 
town} - slang [ME blowen, fr OE blawan; akin to OHG blaen to blow, 
L flare, Gk phallos penis] - blow bot and cold to act changeably by 
alternately favounng and rebuffing - blow off iteam to release pent-up 
emotions - blow one's own trumpet to praise oneself, boast - blow one's 
lop to become funous; explode with anger - infml - blow the gaff Br to 
let out a usu discreditable secret ~ blow someone's mind 1 to cause sby 
to hallucinate - slang 2 to amaze sby - infml - blow tbe whitUa on 1 
to bring (sthg secret) into the open - slang 2 to infer. m against - 
slang 

’blow Ji 1 a strong wind or windy storm 2 an act or instance of blowing 

3 a walk or other outing in the fresh air - infml 

’blow vt blew /blooh/; blown /blohn/ to cause (e g flowers or blossom) 
to open out, usu just before dropping (these roses are ^ n> [ME blowen, 
fr OE blowan; akin to OHO bluoen to bloom, L flotw to bloom, flor-, 
flos flower] 

*blow n 'bloom lb (lilacs in full ^> - poetic 
’blow fl 1 a hard stroke delivered with a part of the body or with an 
instrument 2 pi a hosule or aggressive state - esp in come to blows 3 a 
forcible or sudden act or effort <j ~ for freedom} 4 a shock or misfortune 
[ME (northern) blaw] 

'blow, back /-.bak/ n a recoil-operated action of a firearm in which no 
locking or inertia mechaniam hinders the rearward motion of the bolt or 
breechblock; also an automatic fireaim using such an action 
.blow-by-blow adj minutely detailed <4 account} 


,blow-'dry vt to blow warm air over, through, or onto (e g the hair) until 
dry - blow-dry /'-,-/ n, blow-drier n 

blower /liloh-o/ n 1 sby or sthg that blows or is blown 2 a device for 
producing a current of air or gas 3 Br the telephone - infml 
'blow, fly /-.flie/ n any of vanous 2-winged flies that deposit their eggs 
or maggots esp on meat or in wounds; esp a bluebottle 
'blow.gun /-.gun/ n blowpipe 2 
'blow, herd /-.hahd/ n a braggart 

'blow, hole /-.hohl/ n 1 a nostnl in the top of the head of a whale, 
porpoise, or dolphin 2 a hole in the ice to which aquatic mammals (e g 
seals) come to breathe 

blow in VI to arrive casually or unexpectedly - infml 
'blow.lamp /-.lamp/ n a small portable burner that produces an intense 
flame and has a pressurized fuel tank 

blown /blohn/ adj 1 swollen 2 flyblown [ME blowen, fr pp of blowen 
to blow] 

'blow, out /-.owt/ n 1 a large meal -infml 2 a bursting of a contamer (e g 
a tyre) by pressure of the contents on a weak spot 3 an uncontrolled 
eruption of an oil or gas well 

blow out vj 1 to become extinguished by a gust 2 of an oil or gas well 
to erupt out of control - vt to extinguish by a gust 
blow over vi to pass away without effect 

'blow.pipe /-.piep/ /i 1 a small tube for blowing air, oxygen, etc into a 
flame to direct and increase the heat 2 a tube for propelling a projectile 
(e g a dart) by blowing 3 a long metal tube used by a glassbiower 
blowsy also blowzy /lilowzi/ adj 1 having a coarse ruddy complexion 
2 esp of a woman slovenly in appearance and usu fat [E dial, blowse, 
biowze (wench, slattern)] 

'blow, torch /-.tawch/ n a blowlamp 

'blow, up /‘.up/ n 1 an explosion 2 an outburst of temper 3 a photo- > 
graphic enlargement 

blow up vt 1 to shatter or destroy by explosion 2 to build up or 
exaggerate to an unreasonable extent 3 to fill up with a gas, esp air <blow 
up a balloon} 4 to make a photographic enlargement of ^vi la to 
explode b to be disrupted or destroyed (e g by explosion) e to become 
violently angry 2a to become filled with a gas, esp air b to become 
expanded to unreasonable proportions 3 to come into being; arise 
blowy /Tiloh i/ adj windy (a ^ March day} 

'blubber /liluba/ n the fat of large manne mammals, esp whales [ME 
bluber bubble, foam, prob of imit ongm] - blubbery adj 
’blubber vi to weep noisily ^ vt to utter while weeping USE infml [ME 
biobren to make a bubbling sound, fr bluber] 

’blubber adj puffed out, thick lips} 
blubbery ^luban/ adj ’blubber 

'bludgeon /Tilujan/ n a short club used as a weapon [perh modif of OF 
bougeon, dim of bouge, bolge club] 

’bludgeon vt l xo hit or beat with a bludgeon 2 to overcome by 
aggressive argument 

'blue /blooh/ adj 1 of the colour blue 2 discoloured through cold, anger, 
bruising, or fear 3 bluish grey (a car) 4a low in spints b depressing, 
dismal 5 conservative 1 6a obscene, pornographic (a ^ film} b 
off '’olour, nsque jokes} [ME, fr OF Woo, of Gmc origin; akin to 
OHG blao blue, akin to L flavus yellow, OE bml Are - more at bald] - 
bluely adv, blaenesB n - once in a blue aooa very rarely - until one la 
blue in tbe face unsuccessfully for ever (you can complain until you're 
blue in the face but no one will listen} 

’blue n t a colour whose hue is that of the clear sky and lies between green 
and violet in the spectrum 2a a blue pigment or dye b a blue preparation 
used to whiten clothes in laundenng 3 blue clothing (dressed in > 4e(l) 
the sky (2) the far distance b the sea 5 any of numerous small chiefly 
blue butterflies 6 often cap, Br a usu notional award given to sby who 
has played in a sporting contest between Oxford and Cambridge universi- 
ties, also sby who has been given such an award 7 Austr a quarrel, row 
- infml - out of the blue without warning; unexpectedly (she just tuned 
up out of the blue expecting a meal} 

’blue vb blueing, bluing /lilooh<ing/ to (cause to) turn blue 
*blue vt blueiug, bluing Br to spend lavishly and wastefuUy - infml [prob 
fr blew, pp of 'blow (see sense 8)] 

.blue 'baby n a baby with a bluish tint, usu from a congenital heart 
defect 

'blue.beerd /-.biad/ n a man who mames and kills one wife after another 
[Bluebeard, a folklore character] 

'blue, bell /-.bel/ n 1 any of various plants of the lily family bearing blue 
bell-shaped flowers; esp the wild hyacinth 2 chiefly Soot tbe harbbell 
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'blueberry /-b(9)n; NAm -.ben/ a (the edible blue or blackish berry oO 
any of several shrubs of the heath family 

'blue, bird /-.buhd/ n any of several small N Amencan songbirds 
.blue^'bleck adj dark blue 

.blue 'blood n high or noble birth - blue*blooded adj 
blue book n an official parliamentary report or document [fr colour of 
cover] 

'blue.bottle A.botl/ n 1 cornflower 2 2 any of several blowflies of 
which the abdomen or the whole body is mdescent blue, that make a loud 
buzzing noise in flight 3 Austr & SAfr a small blue jellyfish with 1 
tentacle 

.blue 'cheese n cheese marked with veins of greenish blue mould 
blue chip n a stock issue of high investment quality that usu penains to 
a substantial well-established company and enjoys public confidence in its 
worth and stability - bluc>cbip adj 

.blue-'collar adj of or being the class of manual wage-earning employees 
whose duties call for the weanng of work clothes or prc'tective clothing 

- compare whitf-collar 

.blue-eyed 'boy n a favountc - often derog <Jeacher’s ^ > 

'blue, fish /-.fish/ n an active voracious fish that is found in all warm 
seas 

'blue, grass /-.grabs/ n 1 NAm meadow grass 2 a type of country 
music played on unamplified stringed instruments [(2) fr Bluegrass State, 
nickname of Kentucky, USA, where such music prob onginated] 
blue-green alga n any of a clas^^ algae that have their chlorophyll 
masked by bluish green pigments pi ani 

blue gum n any of several Australian eucalyptuses grown for their 
wood 

'blue ,john /jon/ n a blue form of fluorite used esp for jewellery and 
ornaments [fr the name John] 

,blue-'pencil vt to edit by correcting or deleting - blue penciller n 
,blue 'peter /peeta/ n a blue signal flag with a white square in the centre, 
used to indicate that a merchant vessel is ready to sail [fr the name 
P:ter] 

'blue, print /-.pnnt/ n 1 a photographic pnnt in white on a bnght blue 
ground, used esp for copying maps and plans 2 a detailed programme of 
action <a -- for victory} - blueprint vt 

blue ribbon n a nbbon of blue f^abric worn as an honour or award, esp 
by members of the Order of the Garter 

bluet /bloohz/ n, pi blues 1 smg or pi in constr low spints, melancholy 

- + the 2 (a song in) a melancholy style of music charactenzed by flattened 
thirds or sevenths where a major interval would be expected in the melody 
and harmony (smging the - bluesy Abloohzi/ adj 

'blue, stocking /-.stoking/ n a woman with intellectual or literary 
interests - derog [Bluestocking Society, 18th-c literary club] 

'blue .tit n a widely distnbuted European tit that has a bnght blue crown 
and a mostly yellow underside 
.blue 'vitriol n a hydrated copper sulphate 

blue whele n a rorqual that is the largest living animal and is found esp 
in northern European waters endangered 
bluey /'blooh'i/ n, Austr a bundle carried by a bushman, swag [fr the 
blue blanket commonly used to wrap the bundle] 

'bluff /bluf/ adj 1 rising steeply with a broad, flat, or rounded front 2 
good-naturedly frank and outspoken [obs D blaf f\at, akin to MLG blaff 
smooth] - bluffly adv, blnffheas n 
*bluff n a high steep bank; a cliff 

H>luff vt 1 to deceive (an opponent) in cards by a bold bet on%i infenor 
hand with the result that the opponent withdraws a winning hand 2 to 
deceive by pretence or an outward appearance of strength, confidence, etc 
^ vf to bluff sby [prob fr D bluffen to boast, play a kind of card game] 

- Unffer n 

*bluff n an act or instance of bluffing 

bluish /%looh-ish/ adj having a tinge of blue; rather blue - blnish- 

aew n 

'blunder Alunda/ vi 1 to move unsteadily or confusedly 2 to make a 
blunder [ME blundren] - blunderer n, blunderingly adv 
H>lunder n a gross error or mistake resulting from stupidity, ignorance, 
or carelessness 

blunderbuss Alunda,bus/ n an obsolete short firearm with a large bore 
and usu a flanng muzzle [by folk etymology fr obs D donderbus, fr D 
donder thunder -f obs O bus gun] 

'blunt /blunt/ adj 1 insensitive, dull 2 having an edge or point that is not 
sharp 3a aggressively outspoken b direct, straightforward [ME] - 
bhmtly miv, Wsstiiesa a 
HMunt vt to make leas sharp or definite 


'blur /bluh/ n 1 a smear or stain 2 sthg vague or indistinct [perh akin 
to ME bleren to blear] - blurry adj, blurriness n 
*biur vb -IT- vt 1 to obscure or blemish by smeanng 2 to make indistinct 
or confused i^; to become vague, indistinct, or confused ~ blurringly 
adv 

blurb /bluhb/ n a short publicity notice, esp on a book cover [coined by 
Gelett Burgess tl951 US humonst] 

blurt out /bluht/ vt to utter abruptly and impulsively [prob imit] 
'blush /blush/ VI 1 to become red in the face, esp from shame, modesty, 
or embarrassment 2 to feel shame or embarrassment [ME blusshen, fr 
OE blyscan to redden, fr blysa flame; akin to OHG bluhhen to bum 
brightly] - blushingly adv 

’blush n 1 a reddening of the face, esp from shame, confusion, or 
embarrassment 2 a red or rosy tint - blushful adj 
blusher /'blusha/ n a cream or powder for adding colour to the cheeks 
['blush + ^-lr] 

'bluster /'blusta/ w 1 to blow in stormy gusts 2 to talk or act in a noisily 
self-assertive or boastful manner [ME blustren, prob fr MLG blusteren] 
~ blusterer n. blusteringly adv 

’bluster n 1 a violent blowing 2 loudly boastful or threatening talk - 
blusterous adj, blustery adj 

bo /boh/ n. chiefly NAm a fellow - used chiefly in infml address [perh 
short for E dial bor (friend, neighbour)] 

BO /.bee 'oh/ n a disagreeable smell, esp of stale perspiration, given off 
by a person’s body [iSOdy Odour] 

boa /'boh-a/ n 1 a large snake (c g the boa constnetor, anaconda, or 
python) that crushes its prey 2 a long flufTy scarl’ of fur. feathers, or 
delicate fabnc [L, a water snake] 

.boa con'strictor n a tropical Amencan boa that reaches a length of 3m 
(about lOft) or more 

boar /baw/ n la an uncastrated male pig b the male of any of several 
mammals (e g a guinea pig or badger) 2 the Old World wild pig from 
which most domestic pigs derive (ME bor, fr OE bar, akin to OHG & 
OS ber hoar] - boarish adj 

'board /bawd/ n 1 the distance that a sailing vessel makes on 1 tack 2a 
a usu long thin narrow piece of sawn timber b pi stagi 2a(2), (3) 3a a 
table spread with a meal b daily meals, when provided in return for 
payment 4 smg or pi in constr a a group of people having managcnal, 
supervisory, or investigatory powers <— of directors} of examiners} 

b an official body <the gas ^ > 5 a flat usu rectangular piece of matcnal 
designed or marked for a special purpose (c g for playing chess, ludo, 
backgammon, etc or for use as a blackboard or surfboard) 6a any of 
various wood pulps or composition matenals formed into stiff flat 
rectangular sheets b cardboard 7 archaic table 1 [ME bord piece of 
sawed lumber, border, ship’s side, fr OE, akin to OHG bort ship’s side, 
Skt bardhaka carpenter] ~ boardlike adj - on board aboard 
’board vt 1 to come up against or alongside (a ship), usu to attack 2 to 
go aboard (e g a ship, tram, aircraft, or bus) 3 to cover with boards - ^ 
over or up < -^ up a window} 4 to provide with regular meals and usu 
lodging for a fixed pnee -^vi to take one’s meals, usu as a paying 
customer 

boarder Abawda/ /i 1 a lodger 2 a resident pupil at a boarding school 
['board + '-er] 

boardinghouse /'bawding.hows/ n a lodging house that supplies 
meals 

'boarding .school n a school at which meals and lodging are pro- 
vided 

Board of Trade n a Bntish government department concerned with 
commerce and industry that in 1970 wa$ absorbed into the Department 
of Trade and Industry 

board out vb to (cause to) receive regular board and usu lodging away 
from home <boarded the cat out while they were on holiday} 
'boardroom /-,roohm, -room/ n a room in which board meetings are 
held 

'boardiWalk /-.wawk/ n, NAm a walk oflen constructed of planking, usu 
beside the sea 

boart /'boh at, bawt/ n bort 

'boaat /bohst/ n 1 an act of boasting 2 a cause for pnde [ME boost] - 
bossthil adj, boaatfiilly adv, bosstftilnets n 
’boast vi to praise oneself ^vt 1 to speak of or assert with excessive pride 
2 to have or display as notable or a source of pride - boaster n 
’boast Ji a usu defensive shot in squash made from a rear comer of the 
court and hitting a side wall before the front wall [prob fr F bosse 
protuberance, place where the bail hits the wall] 

'boat /boht/ n 1 a small open vessel or craft for travelling across water 
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2 a usu small ship </r/t England on the Calais ) 3 a boat-shaped utensil 
or dish <a gravy ~ > [ME boot, fr OE bat; akin to ON belt boat] - In the 
same boat in the same situation or predicament 
*boat vi to use a boat, esp for recreation 

boatel, hotel /boh'tel/ n a waterside hotel with berths to accommodate 
people travelling by boat [blend of boat and hotel] 
boater rbobta/ n a stiff straw hat with a shallow flat crown and a bnm 
['boat + ^-er] 

'boathook A, hook/ n a pole with a hook at one end. used esp for fending 
off or holding boats alongside 
'boathouse /-.hows/ n a shed for boats 

'boatman /-man/ n one who works with or hires out esp pleasure boats 

- boatmanship, boatamanship n 

boatswain /'bohz(a)n, 'bohs(a)n/ n a petty officer on a merchant vessel 
or warrant officer in the navy who supervises all work done on deck and 
is responsible esp for routine maintenance of the ship's structure [ME 
bootswem, fr boot boat ^ swein boy. servant] 

.boatswain's 'chair n a support suspended by ropes and pulleys and 
used for work high on the side of a ship, tall building, etc 
'boat .train n an express train (hat takes people to or from a ship 
'bob /bob/ vb -bb- vt 1 to move up and down in a short quick movement 
one’s heady 2 to perform (a respectful gesture, esp a curtsy) bncfly 
^ VI 1 to move down and up bnefly or repeatedly <a cork ^ bed in the 
water} 2 to curtsy bnefly 3 to try to seize a suspended or floating object 
with the teeth for apples at a Halloween party} (ME boben to stnke. 

move with a jerk, prob of imit ongin] - bobber n 
'bob n 1 a short quick down-and-up motion 2 (a method of bell nnging 
using) a, mal'/Varion of the order in change ringing 
'bob n la Scot a nosegay b a knot or twist (e g of ribbons or hair) c a 
haircut for a woman or girl in which the hair hangs loose just above the 
shoulders 2 i loat la 3 a hanging ball or weight on a plumb line or kite's 
tail A pi a small insignificant item <^bits and -'S) [ME bobbe bunch, 
cluster] 

^bob vt -bb- 1 to cut shorter, crop a horse’s tail} 2 to cut (hair) in 
a bob 

'bob n. pi bob Br a shilling, also the sum of 5 new pence ~ infml [perh fr 
Bob, nickname for Robert] 

bobbin /'bobm/ n 1 a cylinder or spindle on which yam or thread is 
wound (eg for use in spinning, sewing, or lacemaking) 2 a coil of 
insulated wire or the reel it is wound on [F bobinc] 

'bobble /"bobl/ VI hobbling Abobling, 'bobl-mg/ to move jerkily down and 
up briefly or repeatedly [freq of 'bob] 

'bobble n 1 a hobbling movement 2 a small oflcn fluffy ball (e g of wool) 
used for ornament or tnmmmg (^curtains with plush •'»' s - H E Bates) <a 
hat} 

bobby /"bobi/ n, Br a policeman - mfml [BMy, nickname for Robert, 
after Sir Robert Peel tl850 E statesman, who organized the London 
police force] 

'bobby .socks, bobby sox /soks/ n pi, chiefly NAm socks reaching 
above the ankle, esp for girls [fr the name Bobby] 

'bobby-, soxer /.soksa/ n. NAm an adolescent girl - chiefly derog 
'bob, cat /-.kat/ n a common N American lynx ['bob; fr its stubby 
tail] 

'b 9 b,sleigh /-.slay/ n 1 either of a pair of short sledges joined by a 
coupling 2 a large usu metal sledge for 2 or 4 people used in racing [perh 
fr 'bob] 

'bob,tail /-.tayl/ n a horse or dog with a bobbed tail ['bob] - bobtail, 
bobtailed adj 

bob up VI to emerge, anse, or appear suddenly or unexpectedly <rbe 
question bobbed up again} 

Boche /bosh/ n, pi Bochcs, esp collectively Bochc a German (soldier) - 
derog (F (slang), rascal. German, prob short for aJboche, alter, of 
allemand German] 

bod /bod/ n a person - mfml <a/i odd } [short for body] 
bode /bohd/ vt to augur, presage <rA/s s ill for the future} [ME boden, 
fr OE bodian; akin to OE beodan to proclaim - more at bid] - bodemcnt 
Abohdmant/ n 

bodega /boh'deega, -'dayga/ n 1 a storehouse for wine 2 a shop that sells 
wine [Sp, fr L apotheca storehouse - more at apothecary] 
bodge A)o]/ vt to botch - infml [by alter.] 

bodhisattva, boddhiaattn /.bohdi'satva/ n a being that according to 
Buddhism has attained perfect enlightenment but compassionately 
refrains from entering nirvana in order to save others [Skt bodhisattva 
one whose essence is enlightenment, fr bodhi enlightenment + sattva 
being] 


bodice Abodis/ n the part of a dress that is above the waist [alter, of 
bodies, pi of 'body (see sense 3A)] 

-bodied /-bodid/ comb form {adj, n -* adj) having (such) a body 
<fu//-bodied> (glass-bodied} 

'b^ily /'bodali/ adj of the body comfort} organs} 

'bodily adv 1 in the flesh, in person 2 as a whole; altogether 
bodkin /'bodkin/ n la a small sharp slender instrument for making holes 
in cloth b a long ornamental hairpin 2 a blunt thick needle with a large 
eye used to draw tape or nbbon through a loop or hem 3 archaic a dagger, 
stiletto [ME] 

body Ai^/ n la(l) the organized physical substance bf a living animal 
or plant ^ anatomy (2) a corpse b a human being; a person 2a the 
mam part of a plant or animal body, esp as distinguished from limbs and 
head b the mam, central, or pnncipal part- e g (1) the nave of a church 
(2) the part of a vehicle on or m which the load is placed 3a the part of 
a garment covermg the body or trunk b the central part of pnnted or 
written matter c the sound box or pipe of a musical instrument 4a a mass 
of matter distinct from other masses <a ^ of water} b any of the 7 planets 
in old astronomy c sthg that embodies or gives concrete reahty to a thing; 
specif a matenal object m physical space 5 sing or pi in constr a group 
of people or things- eg a a fightmg unit b a group of individuals 
organized for some purpose <a legislative ~ > 6a compactness or firmness 
of texture b comparative richness of flavour in wine [ME, fr OE bodig; 
akin to OHG botah body] 

'body .blow n a serious setback 
.body 'corporate n corporation 2 
body forth vt to represent, symbolize 

'body.guard /-.gahd/ n an escort whose duty it is to protect a person 
from bodily harm 

.bodyline ‘bowling /bodilien/ n intimidatory fast bowling m cncket , 
aimed persistently at the batsman's body and directed esp towards the leg 
side 

'body .louse n a sucking louse that feeds on the body and lives m people's 
clothing 

.body 'politic n a group of people under a single government 
'body .snatcher n one who formerly dug up corpses illegally for 
dissection 

'body, surf /-.suhf/ vt to surf without a surfboard by planing on the chest 
and stomach - bodysurfer n 

body.work /-.wuhk/ n the structure or form of a vehicle body 
Boer /l>aw-3, 'boh a/ n a S Afncan of Dutch descent [D, lit , farmer - 
more at buor] 

boffin /’bofin/ n, chiefly Br a scientific expert; esp one involved m 
technological research - mfml [ongin unknown] 

Bofors gun Axhhz/ n a light automatic antiaircraft gun [Bofors, 
munition works in Sweden] 

bog /bog/ n 1 (an area oQ wet spongy poorly-drained ground 2 Br 
ioilet 2 - slang [of Celt origin; akm to OIr bocc soft; akin to OE tnigan 
to bend - more at ‘bow, (2) short for bog-house] - boggy adj 
,bog 'aepho.del /'asfa.del/ n either of 2 bog plants of the lily family 
'bog.bean /-.been/ n a bog plant with pinkish white flowers 
bog down vb -gg- vt to cause to sink (as lO into a bog; impede vi to 
become impeded 

bogey also bogy, bogle Abohgi/ n. pi bogeys also bogies 1 a spectre, ghost 
2 a source of fear, perplexity, or harassment 3 a golf score of 1 stroke over 
par on a hole [prob alter of bogle] 

'bogey.man /-.man/ n a bugbear; esp a monstrous imaginary figure used 
to threaten children 

'boggle /1x>gl/ vi boggling Abogling/ 1 to be startled or amazed (^tbe 
mind ~ s> 2 to hesitate because of doubt, fear, or scruples [perh fr bqgfe] 

- boggle n 
'boggle n a bogle 

bogie also bogey, bogy Abohgi/ n, pi bogies also bogeys chiefly Br a 
swivelling framework with 1 or more pairs of wheels and springs to carry 
and guide 1 end of a railway vehicle [origin unknown] 
bogle /Imhgl/ n, dial Br a goblin, spectre; also an object of fear or 
loathing [E dial. (Sc A northern), terrifying apparition; akin to ME bugge 
scarecrow, spectre - more at bug] 

'bog .myrtle Amuhti/ n a densely branched shrub that grows in boggy 
land and has aromatic leaves 

bogus Abohgas/ adj spurious, sham (bogus (a machine for making 
counterfeit money)] - bogusness n 

bohea /boh'hee/ n, often cap a black tea [Chin (Pek) wu'-P, hills in 
China where it was grown] 

Bohemian /boh'heemyan, -mi-an/ n la a native or inhabitant of 
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Bohemia b the group of Czech dialects used in Bohemia 2 a person (e g 
a writer or artist) livuig an unconventional life [Bohania, region (former 
kingdom) of Czechoslovakia] - bobenian adj, often cap 
'Bohr .thoory /V)h-a/ n a theory in physical chemistry: an atom consists 
of a positively charged nucleus about which revolves 1 or more electrons 
(Niels Bohr tl962 Dan physicist] 

'boil /boyl/ n a localized pus-filled swelling of the skin resulting from 
infection in a skin gland [alter, of ME Me, fr OE byl - more at big] 
*boil vi Vaof a fhud to change into (bubbles oO a vapour when heated b 
to come to the boiling point (of the contents) <rhe kettle's ing> 2 to 
bubble or foam violently; chum 3 to be excited or stirred (^made his blood 
> 4 to undergo the action of a boiling liquid (e g in cooking) '^vt \ 
to subject to the action of a boiling liquid (e g in cooking) eggs) 2 
to heat to the boiling point (of the contents) [ME boilen, fr OF boilhr, 
fr L bu/liiv to bubble, fr bulla bubble] 

•boil n the act or state of boiling; boiling point (keep it on the 
boil down vf 1 to reduce in bulk by boiling 2 to condense or summarize 
‘^vi to amount to <Aer speech boiled down to a plea for more 
money} 

.boiled 'sweet n a sweet of boiled sugar 

boiler /Viyb/ n 1 a vessel used for boiling 2 the part of a steam 
generator in which water is converted into steam under pressure 3 a tank 
in which water is heated or hot water is stored [^boii ^ >-er] 

'boiler ,euit n, chiefly Br a one-piece outer garment combining shirt and 
trousers, worn chiefly to protect clothing 
'boiling /Iwyling/ adj suitable for boiling <a fowf} 

•boiling adv to an extreme degree; very mad} hot} 

'boiling .point n 1 the temperature at which a liquid boils 2 the point 
at which a person loses his/her self-control 
boil over vi 1 to overflow while boiling 2 to lose one's temper 
boil up vi to rise towards a dangerous level (e g of unrest) 
boleteroue /boyst(a)r3s/ adj 1 noisily and cheerfully rough 2 stormy, 
wild [ME boistous rough] - boisterously adv, boisterousness n 
BokmAI /Ixxihkmohl/ n a literary form of Norwegian adapted from 
wntten Danish - compare nynorsk [Norw. lit., book language] 
bole /*bohia/ n a S American weapon consisting of 2 or more heavy balls ' 
attached to the ends of a cord for hurling at and entangling an animal 
[AmerSp bolas, fr pt of Sp bola ball] 
bolps /iwhbs/ tt a bola 

'bold /bohld/ adj 1 showing or requiring a feajrless adventurous spirit 2 
impudent, presumptuous 3 departing from cdnvention or tradition 4 
standing out prominently; conspicuous 5 (set) in boldface [ME, fr OE 
beald’, akin to OHG bald bold] - boldly adv, boldness n 
•bold n boldface 

'bold,faco /-/ays/ n (printing in) the thickened form of a typeface used 
to give prominence or emphasis 
bole /bohl/ n the trunk of a tree [ME, fr ON boir] 
bolection /boh1eksh(9)n/ n a moulding that projects (e g from between 
panels on a wall) [ongin unknown] 

bolero /bo'leoroh; sense 2 'bobroh/ n, pi boleros 1 (music for) a type of 
Spanish dance 2 a loose waist-length jacket open at the front [Sp, perh 
fr bola ball] 

boletus /bo'leetas, boh-/ n, pi boletuses, boleti /-tie/ any of a genus of 
fleshy fungi, some of which are edible [NL, genus name, fr L, a fungus, 
fr Gk bolita] 

bolide /%ohlied, -lid/ a a large (exploding) meteor [F, fr L bo^-, bolis 
arrow-shaped meteor, fr Gk, lit., missile, javelin, fr ballein to throw - 
more at devil] 

boliver /bo'leevah/ n, pi boUvara, boUvares /.boli'vahrays/ Ven- 
ezuela at NATIONALITY [AmetSp bolivar, fr Simon Bolivar tl830 Ven- 
ezuelan soldier A statesman] 

boll /bohl/ n the seed pod of cotton or similar plants [ME] 
bollerd /Iwlahd, -lad/ n 1 a post on a wharf round which to fasten 
mooring lines 2 a bitt 3 Br a short post (e g on a kerb or traffic island) 
to guide vehicles or forbid access [perh irreg fr boh] 
bollock /laobk/ n,Br la testicle - usu pi 2 pi nonsense, rubbish > often 
used inteijectionally USE vulg [ME balhck, fr OE bealluc - more at 
ball] 

bollocking /bolaking/ n, Br a severe reprimand - vulg 
boN woovil /bohl/ n a weevil that infests the cotton plant 
bologna aauaaga /bolonya/ n a large smoked sausage made of beef, 
veal, and pork {BolognM, town in Italy] 

bolomotar /bolomita, boh-/ n a very sensitive electrical instrument used 
in the detection and measurement of heat radiation [Gk bole beam of 


light h E -o- f -meter] - bolometric /.bob'metnk, ,boh-/ adj, bolometri- 
cally adv 

boloney /ba'lohm/ n baloney 

Bolshevik /Ixilshavik/ n, pi Bolsheviks also Bolsheviki /.bolsha'veeki/ 
1 a member of the more radical wing of the Russian Social Democratic 
party that seized power in Russia in 1917 2 communist 1 - derog [Russ 
boVshevtk, fr bol’she larger; fr their forming the majority group of the 
party] - Bolshevik adj, bolshevism /-,viz(a)m/ n, often cap, bolshevize 
/-.vicz/ vt, Bolshevization /-vie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
Bolshevist /'bolshavist/ n or adj (a) Bolshevik 
'bolshie, bolshy /1>olshi/ n a Bolshevik - infml [by shortening A 
alter.] 

•bolshie, bolshy adj, Br obstinate and argumentative; stubbornly uncoop- 
erative - infml - bolshiness n 

'bolster /'bolsta/ n 1 a long pillow or cushion placed across the head of 
a bed. usu under other pillows 2 a structural part (e g in machinery) that 
eliminates friction or provides support building [ME, fr OE; akin 
to OE beig bag -- more at belly] 

•bolster vt to give support to; reinforce <— cd up his pride} - bol- 
sterer n 

'bolt /bolt, bohlt/ /I la a shon stout usu blunt-headed arrow shot from 
a crossbow b a lightning stroke, a thunderbolt 2a a sliding bar or rod used 
to fasten a door b the part of a lock that is shot or withdrawn by the key 

3 a roll of cloth or wallpaper of a standard length 4a a metal rod or pin 
for fastening objects together b a screw-bolt with a head suitable for 
turning with a spanner 5 a rod or bar that closes the breech of a 
breech-loading firearm [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG bolz crossbow bolt, 
Lith beldeti to beat] 

•bolt VI 1 to move rapidly, dash (she -^cd for the door} 2a to dart off 
or away; flee b to break away from control 3 to produce seed prematurely 

4 NAm to break away from or oppose one's political party vt 1 to flush, 
start rabbits} 2 to secure with a bolt 3 to attach or fasten with bolts 
4 to swallow (e g food) hastily or without chewing - bolter n 

•bolt adv in a ngidly erect position (sat ~ upnght} 

•bolt n a dash, run [^bolt] 

•bolt vt to sift (e g flour) [ME bulten, fr OF buleter, of Gmc ongin, akin 
to MHQ biutein to sifl, fr biutel bag, fr OHG buti/] - bolter n 
,bolt from the 'blue n a completely unexpected occurrence 
'bolt-.hole n 1 a hole into which an animal runs for safety 2 a means 
of rapid escape or place of refuge 

boltrope /'bolt.rohp, 'bohlt-/ n a strong rope stitched to the edges of a 
sail to prevent it teanng or fraying 

bolus /i)ohlas/ n 1 a large pill 2 a soft mass of food that ha.s been chewed 
but not swallowed [LL. fr Gk bolos lump] 

'bomb /bom/ n la any of several explosive or incendiary devices typically 
detonated by impact or a timing mechanism and usu dropped from 
aircraft, thrown or placed by hand, or fired from a mortar b atom bomb, 
broadly nuclear weapons - ^ the 2 a rounded mass of lava exploded from 
a volcano 2 Bra large sum of money (she's made a — > - infml 4 NAm 
a failure, flop - infml [F bombe, fr It bomba, prob fr L bombus deep 
hollow sound, fr Gk bombos, of imit origin] - a bomb Br very successfully 
- infml (our act goes down a bomb m Bntain - News of the World} 
•bomb vt to attack with bombs; bombard ~ w to fail; fall flat - 
infml 

bombard /bom'bahd, '-/ vt 1 to attack with heavy artillery or with 
bombers 2 to attack vigorously or persistently (e g with questions) 3 to 
subject to the impact of electrons, alpha rays, or other rapidly moving 
particles [MF bombarder, fr bombarde, kind of cannon, prob fr L 
bombus] - bombardment n 

bombardier /.bomba'dia/ n 1 a noncommissioned officer m the Bntish 
artillery 2 a US bomber-crew member who aims and releases the 
bombs 

bombast /Iwmbast/ n pretentious inflated speech or writing [MF 
bombace, fr ML bombac-, bombax cotton, alter, of L bombyc-, bombyx 
silkworm, silk, fr Gk bombyk-, bombyx] - bombastic /bom'bastik/ adj, 

bombastically adv 

.Bombay 'duck /bom'bay/ n a small fish found off S Asiatic coasts and 
eaten dried and salted with curry [Bombay, city in India] 
bombaxifiA /1)omba,zeen, ,-'-/ n a silk fabric woven in twill weave and 
dyed black [MF bombasin, fr ML bombacinum, bombycinum silken 
texture, fr L. neut of bombycinus of silk, fr bombyc-, bombyx] 

'bomb .bay n a bomb-carrying compartment in the underside of a combat 
aircraft 

bomb disposal n the making safe of unexploded bombs 
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bomb# /bomb/ n a frozen dessert made in a round or cone-shaped mould 
[F. lit., bomb] 

bomber /^ma/ n 1 an aircraft designed for bombing 2 sby who throws 
or places bombs 

'bomber jacket n a short jacket with elasticated waistband and 
cuffs 

'bomb, shell /-.shel/ n 1 bomb la 2 sby or sthg that has a stunning or 
devastating elTect <fAe book was a politicaJ ^ > 

'bombiSight /-.siet/ n a sighting device for aiming bombs 
'bomb, site /-,siet/ n an area of ground on which buildings have been 
destroyed by bombing, esp from the air 
bona fide Abohna Tiedi/ adj genuine, sincere [L, in good faith] 

.bona 'tides /Tiediz/ n stag or pi in constr honest intentions, sincenty 
[L, good faith] 

bonanza /ba'nanza/ n 1 an exceptionally large and nch mass of ore in 
a mine 2 sthg (unexpectedly) considered valuable, profitable, or reward- 
ing <r/ie oil > [Sp, lit , calm, fair weather, fr ML bonacia, alter of L 
maJacia calm at sea, fr Gk malakia, lit , softness, fr malakos soft] 
Bonapartism /1x>hna,pah,tiz(a)m/ n support of the French emperors 
Napoleon I or Napoleon 111 or their dynasty [Bonaparte, Buonaparte, 
family name of the dynasty] ~ Bonapartist /-.pahtist/ n or adj 
bonbon /lx)n.bon/ n sweet 2b, specif one with a chocolate or fondant 
coating and fondant centre that sometimes contains fruits and nuts (F 
(baby talk), redupl of bon good, fr L bonus - more at bounty] 
bonce /bons/ n, Br the head - infml [E dial bonce (large marble)] 
'bond /bond/ n 1 sthg (e g a fetter) that binds or restrains 2 a binding 
agreement 3a a mechanism by means of which atoms, ions, or groups of 
atoms an^ brid together in a molecule or crystal b an adhesive or 
cementing material 4 sthg that unites or binds <t/ie s of fnendship} 5a 
a legally enforceable agreement to pay b a certificate of intention to pay 
the holder a specified sum. with or without other interest, on a specified 
date 6 the system of overlapping bncks in a wall building 7 the 
state of imported goods retained by customs authorities until duties are 
paid 8 a strong durable paper, now used esp for writing and typing [ME 
band, bond, fr ON band-, akin to OE bindan to bind - moie at 'band] 
>bond vt 1 to overlap (e g bncks) for solidity of construction 2 to put 
(goods) in bond until duties and taxes are paid 3a to cause to stick firmly 
b to hold together in a molecule or crystal by chemical bonds vi to 
cohere (as lO by means of a bond - bondable adj, bonder n 
bondage /liondij/ n 1 the tenure or service of a villein, serf, or slave 2a 
slavery, serfdom b subjugation to a controlling person or force c a form 
of sexual gratification involving the physical restraint of one partner 
fantasies'} [ME. fr bonde peasant, serf, fr OE bonda householder, fr ON 
bdndt\ 

bond^ /Ixindid/ adj 1 used for or being goods in bond <a ~ ware- 
house} 2 composed of 2 or more layers of fabnc held together by an 
adhesive < ^ fabrics') 

'bondholder /-.hohlda/ n one who holds a government or company 
bond 

'bondman /-man/, fern 'bondwoman n a slave, serf [ME bondeman, fr 
bonde] 

bondaman /Ixmdzman/ n a slave, serf 

'bond,stone /-.stohn/ n a stone long enough to extend through the full 
thickness of a wall 

'bona /bohn/ n la (any of the hard body structures composed oO the 
largely calcium-containing connective tissue of whjeh the adult skeleton 
of most vertebrate animals is chiefly composed anatomy b (a 
structure made oQ baleen, ivory, or another hard substance resembling 
bone 2 the essential or basic part or level; the core <cu/ erpenses to the 
^') 3 pi the core of one’s being </ felt in my that she was lying) 4 
a subject or matter of dispute <a ^ of contention) 5a pi thin bars of bone, 
ivory, or wood held in pairs between the fingers and used to produce 
musical rhythms b a stnp of whalebone or steel used to stiffen a corset 
or dress c pi dice d a domino [ME bon, fr OE ban; akin to OHG & ON 
ban bone] - boned /bohnd/ adj, bonclcaa adj - bone to pick a matter to 
argue or complain about 

*bone vf 1 to remove the bones from 2 to stiffen (a garment) with bones 
- boner n 

*bonB adv absolutely, utterly - chiefly in bone dry, bone idle 
'bone .ash n the white porous residue, chiefly of calcium phosphate, 
produced from bones heated to a high temperature in air 
.bone 'china n a type of translucent and durable white hard-paste 
porcelain made from a mixture of bone ash and kaolin 
'bone, head /-,hed/ n a stupid person - infml - bonebetded /•'hedid/ 
hdj 


'bone .meai n fertilizer or feed made of crushed or ground bone 
'bone, setter /-.setd/ n a person, esp one who is not a licensed physician, 
who sets broken or dislocated bones 
'bone .shaker n an early bicycle with solid tyres 
bone up vi to try to master necessary information in a short time, esp 
for a special purpose (better bone up on those theories before the exam) 

- infml [prob fr ^bone] 

bonfire Abonfie-a/ n a large fire built in the open air [ME bonefire a fire 
of bones, fr bon bone + fire] 

'Bonfire .Night n guy hawkes night 

bong /bong/ n a deep resonant sound, esp of a brge bell [imit] - 
bong VI 

'bongo /1>ong*goh/ n, pi bongos, esp collectively bongo any of 3 large 
striped antelopes of tropical Afnca [of Afncan origin] 

^bongo n. pi bongos also bongoes either of a pair of small tuned drums 
played with the hands [AmerSp bongd] - bongoist /-ist/ n 
bonhomie /.bono'mee, bo'nomi/ n good-natured fnendliness [F, fr 
bonhomme good-natured man, fr bon good i homme man] 
bonito /bo'neetoh/ n, pi bonitos, esp collectively bonito any of vanous 
medium-sized tunas [Sp, fr bonito pretty, fr L bonus good] 
bonkers /lx>ngk3z/ adj, chiefly Br mad. crazy - infml [ongin 
unknown] 

bon mot /.bon 'moh (Fr b5 mo)/ n, pi bons mots, bon mots /.bon 'moh(z) 
(Fr -)/ a witticism [F. lit , good word] 

bonnet /"bonit/ n 1 a cloth or straw hat tied under the chin, now worn 
chiefly by children 2 Br the hinged metal covering over the engine of a 
motor vehicle [ME bonet, fr MF, fr ML abonnis] 
bonny Aioni/ adj, chiefly Br attractive, comely [ME bonie, fr OF bon 
good, fr L bonus - more at bounty] ~ bonnily adv 
bonsai /bon'sie/ n, pi bonsai (the art of growing) a potted plant dwarfed • 
by special methods of culture [Jap] 

bonspiel /1)on,speel, -spal/ n a match or tournament between curling 
clubs [perh fr D bond league spel game] 

bontetok /’bonta.bok/ naS Afncan antelope that is now almost extinct 
[Afrik, fr bont spotted bok male antelope] 

bon ton /.bon 'tonh (Fr b3 t3)/ n the fashionable style or thing [F, lit., 
good tone] 

bonus /Imhnas/ n 1 sthg given in additior to what is usual or stnctly 
due 2 money or an equivalent given in addition to an employee’s usual 
remuneration [L, good - more at bounty] 

bon vivant /(Fr b5 viva)/ n. pi boos TlTints, bon Tivaiits / '^ / a person 
with cultivated and refined tastes, esp in regard to food and dnnk [F, lit., 
gtxxJ liver] 

bon viveur /(Fr vivoexr)/ n, chiefly Br bon vivant 
bon voyage /.bon vwah'yahj, -yahzh (Fr b5 vwaja:3)/ n a farewell - 
often used inteijectionally [F, lit., good journey] 
bony, boncy /tx>hni/ adj 1 consisting of or resembling bone 2a full of 
bones b having large or prominent bones 3 skinny, scrawny 
'bony .fish n any of a major group of fishes composing all those with a 
bony rather than a cartilaginous skeleton and including the salmon, carp, 
hemng, etc; a teleost 

bonze /bonz/ n a Chinese or Japanese Buddhist monk [F. fr Pg bonzo, 
fr Jap ho/isd] 

'boo /booh/ ittteij - used to express contempt or disapproval or to startle 
or fnghten [ME bo] 

*boo n, pi boM a shout of disapproval or contempt 
’boo vb to show scorn or disapproval (oO by uttenng ’boo’ 

'boob /boohb/ n 1 a stupid mistake; a blunder - infml 2 breast 1 - slang 
[short for booby] 

’boob vt to make a stupid mistake - infml 

'booby /’boohbi/ n 1 an awkward foolish person 2 any of several small 
gannets of tropical seas 3 the poorest performer in a group [modif of Sp 
bobo, fr L balbus stammenng, prob of imit ongin] 

’booby n breast 1 - vulg [alter, of bubby, perh imit of the noise made 
by a sucking infant] 

'booby .hatch n, NAm madhouse 1 

'booby .prize n an award for the poorest performance in a contest 
'booby .trap n I a trap for the unwary or unsuspecting 2 a hannless- 
iooking ot^t concealing an explosive device that is set to explode by 
remote control or if touched - booby-trap vt 
boodle /Vwhdl/ n money, esp when stolen or used for bribery - slang 
[D boedd estate, lot. fr MD; akin to ON buth booth] 
boogie /lioohgi/ n boogie-woogie 

.boogie-'woogie /woohgi/ n a style of playing blues on the piano 
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characterized by a steady rhythmic bass and a simple, often improvised, 
melody [ori^ unknown] 

'book /book/ n la a set of wntten, pnnted, or blank sheets bound together 
into a volume b a long wntten or pnnted literary composition c a major 
division of a treatise or literary work d a record of business transactions 

- usu pi (^thdr 'N. s show a profit^ 2 cap the Bible 3 sthg regarded as 
a source of enlightenment or instruction 4 a packet of (paper, cardboard, 
etc) commodities (e g tickets, stamps, or matches) bound together 5 the 
bets registered by a bookmaker 6 the number of tncks that must be won 
at cards before any tnck can have scoring value - compare odd trick 
[ME» fr OE hoc; akin to OHG buob book, OE hoc beech, prob fr the early 
Germanic practice of carving runes on beechwood tablets - more at 
beech] > booklbl n, booklet n - by/acconUng to the book by following 
previously laid down instructions and not using personal initiative <ir's 
safisT to go by the book than nsk making a mistake') - in one's book in 
one’s own opinion <in my book this is the way to handle if) - one for 
the book an act or occurrence worth noting 

*book vr 1 to reserve or make arrangements for in advance 2 seats at 
the theatre) 2a to take the name of with a view to prosecution b to enter 
the name of (a player) in a book for a violation of the rules usu involving 
foul play - us^ with reference to a rugby or soccer player ^ n 1 to 
reserve sthg in advance up through your travel agent) 2 chiefly Br 
to register in a hotel - booker n 

*bOOk adj 1 derived from books; theoretical 2 shown by books of 
account 

bookable /liookabl/ adj, chiefly Br 1 that may be reserved in advance 
2 that makes a player liable to be booked by a referee 
'book.binding /-.biending/ n the craft or trade of binding books - 
bookbinder n. bookbindery /-d(d)ri/ n 

'book.caee /-Mays/ n a piece of furniture consisting of a set of shelves 
to hold books 

'book.end A, end/ n a support placed at the end of a row of books 
bookia /’booki/ n a bookmaker [by shortening & alter.] 
booking /booking/ a 1 an engagement or scheduled performance 2 a 
reservation 3 an instance of bemg booked by a referee [^book *- 
*-INO) 

'booking .office a. chiefly Br an office where tickets are sold and 
bookings made, esp at a railway station 

bookish /bookish/ adj 1 relying on theoretical knowledge rather than 
practical experience 2 literary as opposed to colloquial ['book 4 -ish] 

- bookishly adv, booklshocss a 

'bookkeeper A,keepa/ a one who records the accounts or transactions 
of a business - bookkeeping a 

'book .lung a a saclike breathing organ in many arachnids containing 
numerous thin folds of membrane arranged like the leaves of a book 
'bookmaker /-.mayko/ a sby who determines odds and receives and 
pays off bets ['book ^ maker] - bookmaking a 
*book.man /-.man/ n 1 a litterateur 2 a bookseller 
'bookmark /-jnahk/, 'bookmarker /-.rnahka/ a sthg used to mark a 
place in a book 

Book of Common Prayer a the service book of the Anglican 
Church 

'bookplate /-.playt/ a a label that is usu placed inside the cover of a book 
to identify the owner 

'bookreet /-.rest/ a an (adjustable) support for an open book 
'bookaeller /- 3 ela/ n sby who sells books; specif the owner or manager 
of a bookshop 

'bookahop /-.shop/ n a shop where books are the main items offered for 
sale 

'bookatall /-.stawl/ a a stall where books, magazines, and newspapers 
are sold 

'book .tokan a a gift token exchangeable for books 
book up vt to reserve all the accommodation in or services of - usu 
pass 

'bookworm A.wuhm/ a 1 any of various insect larvae that feed on the 
binding and paste of books 2 a person unusually fond of reading and 
study 

Boolaan /boohli*an/ atfjof or being a system in logic that symbolically 
represents certain relationships between endues (e g seu, propositions, or 
states of computer logic circuits) <<« algebra) expression) [George 
Booh tl864 E mathematician] 

'boom /boohm/ Ala spar at the foot of the_painsail in fore-and-aft rig 
that is attached at its fore end to the mast ship 2 a long movable 
•nn used to manipulate a miorpphone 3 a barrier across a river or 
enclosing an area of water to keep logs together; aho the enclosed logs 4 


a cable or line of spars extended across a river or the mouth of a harbour 
as a barrier to navigation [D, tree, beam; akin to OHG bourn tree - more 
at beam] 

*boom /boom, boohm/ vi 1 to make a deep hollow sound or cry 2 to 
expenence a rapid increase in activity or importance (busmess was ing> 
~ W to cause to resound [imit] 

’boom /boom, boohm/ a 1 a booming sound or cry 2a rapid settlement 
and development (eg of a town) b a rapid growth or increase in a 
specified area (the baby ^) e a rapid widespread expansion of economic 
activity 

boomor /boohma/ a, Austr a large male kangaroo [^boom + ’-er] 
boomerang /'boohma.rang/ a 1 a bent piece of wood shaped so that it 
returns to its thrower and used by Australian aborigines as a hunting 
weapon 2 an act or utterance that backfires on its originator [native name 
in Australia] - boomerang vi 

boomalang /boohm, slang/ n a large venomous tree snake of southern 
Afnca [Afnk, fr boom tree -t- slang snake] 

'boon /boohn/ n 1 a benefit or favour, esp when given in answer to a 
request 2 a timely benefit; a blessing [ME, fr ON bon petition; akin to 
OE bdi prayer, bannan to summon - more at 'ban] 

’boon adj close, intimate, and convivial - esp in boon companion [ME 
bon, fr MF, good - more at bonny] 

boor /booo, baw/ n a coarse, ill-mannered, or insensitive person [D boer 
peasant, farmer; akin to OE buan to dwell - more at 'bower] - boorish 
adj 

'boost /boohst/ vt 1 to push or shove up from below 2 to increase, raise 
(plans to ^ production) f to encourage, promote (extra pay to ~ 
morale) 4 to increase the force, pressure, or amount of. esp to raise the 
voltage of or across (an electric circuit) [origin unknown] 

’boost Ala push upwards 2 an increase in amount 3 an act that 
promotes or encourages 

booster /boohsta/ a 1 an auxiliary engine which assists (e g at take-ofl) 
by providing a large thrust for a short time space 2 a supplemen- 
tary dose increasing or renewing the effectiveness of a medicament 
['boost f *-fr] 

'boot /booht/ A [arch boot (profit, avail), fr ME. fr OE bot remedy, akin 
to OE betera better] - to bMt besides 
’boot A la an outer covering for the human foot that extends above the 
ankle and has a stiff or thick sole and heel b a stout shoe, esp for sports 
(football s> 2 an instrument of torture that crushes the leg and foot 
3 a blow or kick delivered (as iO by a booted foot 4 Br the major luggage 
compartment of a motor car 5 summary discharge or dismissal - slang; 
chiefly in give/get the boot [ME, fr MF bote] - booted adj - put/atick 
Che b^ in 1 chiefly Br to cause added distress to one who is already 
defeated - infml 2 to act with brutal decisiveness - infml 
’boot vt to kick 

'bootblack /-.blak/ a sby who cleans and shines shoes 
bootee, bootie /booh, tee, -'-/ n 1 a short boot 2 an infant’s sock worn 
m place of a shoe 

booth /booth/ n, pi booths /boohths, boohdhz/ 1 a stall or stand for the 
sale or exhibition of goods 2 a small enclosure affording pnvacy (e g for 
telephoning, dining, etc) [ME bothe, of Scand origin; akin to ON buth 
booth; akin to OE buan to dwell - more at 'bower] 

'bootjack /-Jak/ a a device (e g of meul or wood) shaped hke the letter 
V and used in pulling off boots 
'bootlace /-.lays/ n, Br a long stout shoelace . 

''bootleg /-Jeg/ adj or n, chiefly NAm (being) smuggled or illegally 
produced alcoholic drink [fr former practice of carrying a concealed 
bottle of liquor in the top of a boot] 

^bootleg vb, chiefly NAm to manufacture, sell, or transpon for sale (esp 
alcoholic drink) contrary to law 

'bootleea /An/ adj useless, unprofiUble - fml ['boor + -less] - bootlcMly 
adv, boodcasBcw a 

'bootlick A,lik/ vt to attempt to gain favour by a cringing or flattering 
manner - infml > bootlicker n 

boot out vt to eject or discharge summarily (was booted out of office) 
- infml 

boots A, pf boots Bra servant who polishes shoes and carries luggage, esp 
in a hotel [fr pi of 'boor] 

'bootstraps /streps/ a - hBul/pull ooeself up by one's own bootstraps 
to improve oneself or one's situation by one’s own unaided efforts 
booty /boohti/ a 1 plunder taken (e g in war) 2 a rich gain or prize 
[modif of MF butin, fr MLG bute exchange] 

'booze /boohz/ vi to drink intoxicating liquor to excess - slang [ME 
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bousen, fr MD or MFIem busen- akin to MHG bus swelling] ~ boozily 
adv, boozy adj 

*booze n 1 intoxicating drink; esp spints 2 a drinking spree USE 
slang 

boozer /'boohza/ n a public house - slang ['booze ^ '-er] 

'booze-, up n 1 BOOZE 2 2a drunken party USE slang 
*bop /bop/ vt or n -pp- (to strike with) a blow (e g of the fist) - infml 
[imit] 

‘bop n jazz characterized by unusual chord structures, syncopated rhythm. 

and harmonic complexity and innovation [short for bebop] - bopper n 
‘bop VI -pp- to dance (e g in a disco) in a casual and unrestricted manner, 
esp to popular music - infml 

bora /'bawra/ n a violent cold northerly wind of the Adnatic [It dial . 
fr L boreas - more at boreai ] 

bo,racic 'acid /ba'rasik/ n boric acid [ML horac-, borax borax] 
borage /lionj. 'bunj/ n a coarse hairy blue-flowered European herb 
[ME. fr MF bourage] 

borate /'bawrayt/ n a salt or ester of a bone acid 
borax /'bawraks/ n natural or synthetic hydrated sodium borate used esp 
as a flux, cleansing agent, and water softener [ME boras, fr MF, fr ML 
borac-, borax, fr Ar buraq, fr Per burah] 
borazon /1>awr9,zon/ /? a substance that consists of a boron nitnde and 
IS as hard as diamond but more resistant to high temperature [boron * 
az- f -o/i] 

Bordeaux /baw'doh/ n. pi Bordeauz /baw'doh(z)/ a red or white wine 
of the Bordeaux region of France 

bordello /biiV''deloh/ n, pi bordellos a brothel [It, fr OF bordcl, fr borde 
hut, of Gmc origin; akin to OE bord board] 

’border /'bawda/ n 1 an outer part or edge 2 a boundary, frontier 
(crossed the into Italy') 3 a narrow bed of planted ground (e g beside 
a path) 4 an ornamental design at the edge of sthg (e g pnnted matter, 
fabnc, or a rug) [ME bordure, fr MF. fr OF, fr border to border, fr bon 
border, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE bord] - bordered adj 
‘border vt 1 to put a border on 2 to adjoin at the edge or boundary 
borderer n - border on 1 border 2 (the USA borders on Canada') 
to resemble closely (his devotion borders on the ndiculous) 

'Border .collie n (any oO a breed of rough-haired, often black-and-white, 
stocky dogs that are the dogs most commonly used in Bntain for herding 
sheep [fr its origin in the borderlands between England and Scotland] 
bordereeu /.bawda'roh/ n. pi bordereaux /-'roh(z)/ a detailed mem- 
orandum, esp one containing a list of documents [F] 

'borderline /-.lien/ adj 1 verging on one or other place or state without 
being defimtely assignable to either 2 not quite meeting accepted stan- 
dards (e g of morality or good taste) (a ^ joke) 

'border .line n a line of demarcation 

'Border .terrier n a small temer of Bntish ongin with a harsh dense coat 
and close undercoat 

’bore /baw/ vt 1 to pierce (as lO with a rotary tool 2 to form or construct 
by bonng '^vi la to make a hole by bonng b to drill a mine or well 2 
to make one’s way steadily or labonously [ME boren, fr OE bonan, akin 
to OHG boron to bore, L forare to bore, fenre to strike] 

‘bore n 1 a hole made (as lO by bonng 2a an intenor cylindneal cavity 
(the ^ of a thermometer) b 'barrel 2a 3a the size of a hole b the 
intenor diameter of a tube c the diameter of an engine cylinder 
‘bore past of bear 

*bore n a tidal flood that moves swiftly as a steep-fronted wave in a 
channel, estuary, etc [(assumed) ME bore wave, fr ON bani] 

‘bore n a tedious person or thing [perh fr *bore] 

‘bore vt to weary by being dull or monotonous - boring adj, boringly 
adv 

boreal /'bawn-ol/ adj, often cap of or growing in northern and mountain- 
ous parts of the northern hemisphere plant [ME bonall, fr LL 
bor^is, fr L boreas north wind, north, fr Gk, fr Boreas, god of the north 
wind] 

bore^m /'bawd(3)m/ n th4 state of being bored 
'bore.hole /-.hohl/ n a hole drilled in the earth to obtain water, oil, 
etc 

borer /iMwra/ n a tool used for boring ['bore > ^-er] 
boric /'bawrik/ adj of or containing boron 
.boric 'acid n a white solid acid used esp as a weak antiseptic 
boride /liawried/ n a binary compound of boron, usu with a more 
electropositive element or radical 

born /l»wn/ adj la brought into existence (as iO by birth b by birth; 
native (British-hom) 2 having a specified character or situation from 


birth (a ^ leader) (nobly ^) [ME, fr OE boren, pp of beran to carry 

- more at ^bear] 

,born-a'gain adj having undergone a conversion, esp to evangelical 
Chnstianity 

borne /bawn/ past pan of bear 

boron /’bawron/ n a tnvalent metalloid element found in nature only in 
combination 3 " periodic table [borax + -on (as in carbon)] - 
boronic /baw'ronik/ adj 

borough /'bura/ n 1 a Bntish urban constituency 2a a municipal 
corporation in certain states of the USA b any of the 5 political divisions 
of New York City [ME burgh, fr OE burg fortified town, akin to OHG 
burg fortified place, OE beorg mountain - more at 'barrow] 
borrow /’boroh/ vt 1 to take or receive with the intention of returning 
a book) 2a to appropnate for one’s own use b to copy or imitate 3 
to take (1) from a figure of the minuend in subtraction and add it as 10 
to the next lowest figure vi to borrow sthg (English ^ s from other 
languages) [ME borwen, fr OE borgjan\ akin to OE beorgan to preserve 

- more at bury] - borrower n 
borsch /bawsh/ n borscht 

borscht /bawsht/ n a soup made pnmanly from beetroots and served hot 
or cold, often with sour cream [Russ borshch] 

borstal /bawstl/ n, often cap, Br a penal institution for young offenders 
[Borstal, village m Kent, England, site of first such institution] 
bort, boart /bawt/ n imperfectly crystallized diamond (fragments) used 
as an abrasive [prob fr D boon] 
bortsch /bawch, bawshch/ n borscht 

borzoi /'bawzoy, -'-/ n any of a breed of large long-haired dogs developed 
in Russia, esp for pursuing wolves [Russ borzoi, fr borzoi swift; akin to 
L festmare to hasten] 

boscage also boskage /’boskij/ n a growth of trees or shrubs [ME * 
boskage, fr MF boscage, fr OF, fr bois, bosc forest, perh of Gmc ongtn; 
akin to ME bush] 

bosh /bosh/ n nonsense - infml [Turk bof empty, useless] 
bosky /’boski/ adj, archaic fiill of trees; wooded [E dial bosk (bush), fr 
ME bush, bosk] 

’bosom /'boozam/ n 1 the front of the human chest, esp the female 
breasts 2a the breast considered as the centre of secret thoughts and 
emotions b close relationship (in the ^ of her family) 3 the part of a 
garment covering the breast [ME, fr OE bosm, akin to OHG buosam 
bosom, Skt bhun abundant - more at big] 

‘bosom adj close, intimate fnends) 

-bosomed comb form (adj adj) having (such) a bosom 
(big bosomed) 

bosomy /'boozami/ adj having large breasts 

boson /'bohson/ n a particle (e g a photon, meson, or alpha particle) that 
obeys relations stated by Bose and Einstein and whose spin is ather zero 
or an integral number [Satyendranath Bose tl974 Indian physicist •« E 
’-on] - bosonic /boh'sonik/ adj 

’boss /bos/ n la a protuberant part or body (a ^ of granite) (a ^ on 
an animal's horn) b a raised ornamentation c a carved ornament 
concealing the intersection of the nbs of a vault or panelled ceiling 
ARCHITECTURE, CHURCH 2 the enlarged part of a shaft, esp on which a 
wheel IS mounted [ME boce, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL bottia] 

‘bossn 1 one who exercises control or authonty; specif one who directs 
or supervises workers 2 a politician who controls a party organization (e g 
in the USA) [D baas master, akin to Fns baes master] 

‘boss vt 1 to act as director or supervisor of 2 order 2a - often + about 
or around USE infml 

bossa nova /.bosa 'nohva/ n (music for) a Brazilian dance similar to the 
samba [Pg, lit , new trend] 

,b088-'eyad adj, Br having a squint, cross-eyed - infml [perh fr 'boss] 
bossy /lx)si/ adj domineenng. dictatonal - infml - boaaiiicaa n 
bosun /l>ohz(a)n, 'bohs(3)n/ n a boatswain 

bo,tanic 'garden /ba'tamk/ n a place in which plant collections are 
grown for display and scientific study - often pi with sing, meaning 
botan-iza, -iae /botaniezy vi to collect plants for botanical investigation; 
also to study plants, esp on a field trip 

botany /%otani/ n 1 a branch of biology dealing with plant life 2a the 
plant life (of a region) b the properties and life phenomena exhibited by 
a plant, plant type, or plant group [back-formation fr botanic, fir F 
botanique, fr Gk botanikos of herbs, fr botane pasture, herb, fr boskan 
to feed; akin to Lith gauja herd] > botanlat n, boturic adf /bo'tanik/, 
botanical adj, botaniesUy adv 

.botany 'wool n a ftne grade of (Australian) merino wool [Botany Bay, 
region of New South Wales in Australia] 
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'botch /boch/ 1 to repair, patch, or assemble in a makeshift or inept 
way 2 to foul up hopelessly, bungle USE infml [ME bocchen] - 

botcher n 

’botch n 1 sthg botched; a mess 2 a clumsy patchwork USE infml - 
botchy adj 

hotel /boh'tel/ n a boatel 

botfly /IxMiflie/ n any of various heavy-bodied 2'Wingcd flies with larvae 
parasitic in the alimentary canals of human beings and other large 
mammals [bot (larva of the botfly), perh modif of ScGael boiteag 
maggot] 

'both /bohth/ adj being the 2, affecting or involving the one as well as the 
other <- bts feet} [ME botbe, fr ON bathir, akin to OHG bade 
both] 

’both pron pi in constr the one as well as the other < of the books)> (^we*re 
^ welfj 

*both coty - used to indicate and stress the inclusion of each of 2 or more 
things specified by coordinated words or word groups <5Ae speaks and 

writes Swahili} 

'bother /*bodh9/ vt 1 to cause to be troubled or perplexed 2a to annoy 
or inconvenience b - used as a mild intellection of annoyance ^vt 1 to 
feel mild concern or anxiety 2 to take pains; take the trouble [perh fr 
IrGael bodhar deaf, bothered] 

’bother o 1 (a cause oO mild discomfort, annoyance, or worry 2 
unnecessary fussing 3 a minor disturbance <//iere was a spot of ^ here 
today} 

botheration /.bodha'raysh(a)n/ n 1 bothenng or being bothered 2 - 
used as a mild integection of annoyance 
'botheraome /-s(a)m/ adj causing bother; annoying 
bothy Aothi/ n, Scot 1 a small outbuilding on a farm which formerly 
provided accommodation for farmworkers 2 a small hut in the mountains 
which provides shelter for mountaineers and hill walkers [Sc, prob fr obs 
Sc both booth, fr ME bothe - more at booth] 

'bo ,tree /boh/ n the pipal tree [Sinhalese bo, fr Skt bodhi\ 

'bottle /botl/ fl la a rigid or semirigid container, esp for liquids, usu of 
glass or plastic, with a comparatively narrow neck or mouth b the 
contents of a bottle 2a intoxicating drink - slang <Ait the ~ > b bottled 
milk used to feed infants 3 Br nerve 3b - slang [ME hotel, fr MF 
bouteitle, fr ML butticula, dim. of LL buttis cask] - bottlefnl n 
’bottle vt bottling /filing/ 1 to put into a bottle 2 Br to preserve (e g 
fruit) by storage in glass jars > bottler /Ixitb/ n 
'bottle-.feed vt bottle-fed /fed/ to feed (e g an infant) by means of a 
bottle 

bottle green adj or n very dark green 

'bottle.neck A,nek/ n la a narrow stretch of road b a point or situation 
where free movement or progress is held up 2 a style of guitar playing 
using an object (e g a metal bar or the neck of a bottle) pressed against 
the stnngs to produce the effect of one note sliding into another 
.bottlo-nosod 'dolphin n any of various moderately large stout-bodied 
toothed whales with a prominent beak and long curved dorsal fin 
bottle up vt to confine as if in a bottle; restrain <bottling up their 
anger} 

'bottom /*botam/ n la the underside of sthg b a surface on which sthg 
rests c the buttocks, rump 2 the ground below a body of water 3 the part 
of a ship's hull lying below the water 4a the lowest, deepest, or farthest 
part or place b the lowest or last place in order of precedence (^started 
work at the ^} c the transmission gear of a motor vehicle giving lowest 
speed of travel d the lower part of a two-piece garment > often pi with 
sing, meaning (pyjama s) 5 low-lying land along a watercourse 6 a 
basis, source 7 archaic a ship; esp a merchant ship [ME botme, fr OE 
boUn\ akin to OHG bodam bottom. L fundus, Ok pythmen] - bottoosed 
adj > at botton really, basically 

*bottom vt to provide with a bottom or foundation ^vi to reach the 
bottom - usu -K out - bottoncr n 

*bOttem adj \cXot situated at the bottom 2 frequenting the bottom 
fishes} • bottOBUMitt /-mohst, -roast/ 

.bottom 'drawer n, Br (a drawer for storing) a young woman's 
collection of clothes and esp household articles, kept in anticipation of her 
marriage 

'bottomless /-lis/ adj 1 extremely deep 2 boundless, unlimited ['bot- 
tom -less] - bottomkasly adv, bottomleasncsa n 
bottomry /iotamri/ a a contract by which a ship is pledged as security 
for a loan to be repaid at the end of a successfiil voyage [modif of D 
bodemenj, fr bodem bottom, ship; akin to OHO bodam] 
botulin /Twiyooliii, 'bochaliii/ n a toxin that is the direct cause of 


botulism [prob fr NL botulinus, a spore-forming bactenum, fr L botuJus 
sausage] 

botulism /'botyoo,li7.(a)m, -cha-/ n acute often fatal food poisoning 
caused by botulin in (preserved) food 

bouclb, boucle /Tioohklay/ n (a fabnc made from) an uneven yam of 3 
plies, one of which forms loops at intervals [F boucle curly, fr pp of 
boucler to curl, fr boucle buckle, curl] 

boudoir /Tioohdwah/ n a woman's dressing room, bedroom, or pnvate 
sitting room [F, fr bouder to pout] 

bouffant /Txiohfong/ adj puffed out <a - hairstyle} sleeves} [F, 
fr MF, fr prp of bouffer to pufl] 

bougainvillaea /.boohgan'vilya/ n any of a genus of ornamental tropi- 
cal Amencan woody climbing plants with brilliant purple or red floral 
bracts [NL, fr Louis Antoine de Bougainville 11811 F navigator] 
bough /bow/ n a (mam) branch of a tree [ME, shoulder, bough, fr OE 
bdg\ akin to OHG buog shoulder, Gk p^hys forearm] - houghed /bowd/ 
adj 

bought /bawt/ past of buy 

bougie /'hooi.W n a tapenng cylindrical instrument for introduction into 
a tubular passage of the body [F, lit , wax candle, fr Bougie, seaport in 
Algena] 

bouillabaisse /.booh-yabes (Fr bujabi s)/ n a highly seasoned fish stew 
made with at least 2 kinds of fish [F] 
bouillon /booh yong (Fr buj3)/ n a thin clear soup made usu from lean 
beef [F, fr OF boillon, fr boilhr to boil] 

boulder /bohlda/ n a large stone or ma.ss of rock [short for boulder 
stone, fr ME bulder ston, part trans of a word of Scand origin, akin to 
Sw dial bullersten large stone in a stream, fr buller noise 4 sten stone] 
‘boulder ,clay n a glacial deposit of pebbles, rock, etc in clay 
'boule /boohl/ n 1 an ong French game similar to bowls in which usu 
metal balls are thrown or rolled in an attempt to place them nearer to a 
jack than the opponent’s balls 2 a synthetically-formed pear-shaped mass 
of sapphire, spinel, etc with the atomic structure of a single crystal [F, 
ball, fr MF, fr L bulla bubble] 

’boule, boulle /boohl, byoohl/ n buhl 

‘ boulevard /boohb,vahd, -,vah/ n a broad avenue, usu lined by trees [F, 
modif of MD bolwerc bulwark] 

'bounce /bowns/ vt 1 to cause to rebound < a ball} 2 to return (a 
cheque) as not good because of lack of funds in the payer’s account - infml 
vr 1 to rebound after sinking 2 to move violently, noisily, or with a 
spnnging step < ^ d into the room} 3 to be returned by a bank as not good 
- infml [ME bounsen to beat, thump, prob of imit ongin] 

’bounce n li a sudden leap or bound b a rebound 2 verve, liveliness 
bounce back vi to recover quickly from a blow or defeat 
bouncer /liownsa/ n 1 a man employed in a public place to restrain or 
remove disorderly people 2 a fast intimidatory short-pitched delivery of 
a cncket ball that passes or hits the batsman at above chest height after 
bouncing ['bounce ♦ *-er] 

bouncing /'bownsing/ adj enjoying good health, robust 
bouncing bet n, often cap 2nd B soapwon [Bet, nickname for Eliza- 
beth] 

bouncy /Tiownsi/ adj 1 buoyant, exuberant 2 that bounces readily - 
bouncily adv 

'bound /bownd/ adj going or intending to go <~ for home} (college- 
bound} [ME boun ready, prepared to go, fr ON buinn, pp of bua to dwell, 
prepare, akin to OHG buan to dwell - more at bower] 

’bound o 1 a limiting line; a boundary 2 sthg that limits or restrains 
(beyond the of decency} USE usu pi with sing, meaning [ME, fr OF 

bodne, fr ML bodina] 

’bound vt 1 to set limits to 2 to form the b^ndary of USE usu pass 
’bound adj la confined <desk-bound> b certam, sure /o to rain soon} 

2 placed under legal or moral obligation </Vb to say} (duty-bound} 

3 held in chemical or physical combination (^ water in a molecule} 4 
always occurring in combination with another linguistic form (e g un- in 
unknown and -er in speaker) [ME bounden, fr pp of binden to bind] 

’bound n 1 a leap, jump 2 a bounce [MF bond, fr bondir to leap, fr 
(assumed) VL bombitire to hum, fr L bombua deep hollow sound - more 
at BOMBf 

’bound VI 1 to move by leaping 2 to rebound, bounce 
boundary /7>ownd(3)ri/ n 1 sthg, esp a dividing line, that indicates or 
fixes a limit or extent 2a the marked limits of a cricket field b (the score 
of 4 or 6 made by) a stroke in cricket that sends the ball over the 
boundary 

bounden /howndan/ adj made obligatory; binding - esp in bounden 
duty [ME] 
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bounder /'bowndo/ n a cad - not now in vogue [' , ‘bound + ^-fr] 
'boundless /-lia/ adj limitless ['bound + -less] - boundlessly adv, 
boundlessness n 

.bound 'up adj closely involved or associated with 
bounteous /Hrawntyas, -ti-ss/ adj giving or given freely [ME bountev- 
oas, fr MF bontif kind, fr OF, fr bont^ - bounteously adv, bounteous- 
ness n 

bountiful /1x>wntif(3)l/ adj 1 generous, liberal 2 abundant, plentiful <a 
^ harvest^ - bountifully adv, bountifUlness n 
bounty /liownti/ n 1 generosity 2 sthg given generously 3s a financial 
inducement or reward, esp when offered by a government for some act 
or service b a payment to encourage the killing of vermin or dangerous 
animals [ME hounte goodness, fr OF bonte, fr L bomtat-, bonitas, fr 
bonus go^, fr OL duenos, akin to MHG zwiden to grant, L bene 
well] 

bouquet /booh'kay/ /i 1 a bunch of flowers fastened together 2 a 
distinctive and charactenstic fragrance (e g of wine) [F, fr MF, thicket, 
fr ONF bosquet, fr OF bosc forest - more at boscage] 

.bouquet 'garni /'gahm/ n a small bunch of herbs (e g thyme, parsley, 
and a bay leaO for use in flavounng stews and soups [F. lit . garnished 
bouquet] 

bourbon Auhbon, 'booabsn (Fr burb5)/ n 1 cap a member of a royal 
dynasty who ruled in France. Spain, etc 2 a whisky distilled from a mash 
made up of not less than 51 per cent maize plus malt and rye 3 often cap, 
chiefly NAm an extreme political reactionary [Bourbon, seigniory in 
France, (2) Bourbon County, Kentucky, USA] - bourbonism /-.niz(a)m/ 
n. often cap ~ 

'bourgeoVu /'b(^.«zhwah. 'baw-/ n, pi bourgeois 1 a middle-class person 
2 one whose behaviour and views are influenced by bourgeois values or 
interests 3 pi the bourgeoisie [MF, burgher, fr OF borjois, fr bore town, 
fr L burgus fortified place, of Gmc ongin. akin to OHG burg fortified 
place - more at borough] 

^bourgeois 1 middle-class 2 marked by a narrow-minded concern for 
matenal interests and respectability 3 capitalist 
bourgeoisie /.booozhwah'zee/ n sing or pi in constr middle class [F, 
fr bourgeois] 

'bourn, bourne /bawn/ n a small stream [ME burn, bourne, fr 0£, akin 
to OHG brunno spnng of water, L fervere to boil] 

^bourn, bourne n, archaic a boundary, limit [MF bourne, fr OF bodne - 
more at 'bound] 

bourr6e /'booray/ n (a musical composition suitable for) a 17th-c French 
dance usu in duple time [F] 

bourse /booas, baws/ n exchange 4a. specif a European stock exchange 
[F, lit., purse, fr ML bursa ~ more at purse] 
bout /bowt/ n 1 a spell of activity <a of work) 2 an athletic match 
(e g of boxing) 3 an outbreak or attack of illness, fever, etc [E dial, (a 
trip going and returning in ploughing), fr ME bought bend] 
boutique /booh'teek/ n a small fashionable shop selling specialized 
goods, also a small shop within a large department store [F, shop] 
bouzouki also bouaouki /boo'zoohki/ n a long-necked Greek stringed 
instrument that resembles a mandolin [NGk mpouzouki, prob fr Turk 
biiyuk large] 

boyine Aohvien/ adj I of oxen or cows 2 like an ox or cow (e g in being 
slow, stolid, or dull) [LL bovinus, fr L bov-, bos ox, cow - more at 
cow] 

Bovril /bovnl/ tradanark - used for a concentrated beef extract 
bower /V)va/ n, Br rowdy or violent disturbance, aggro boys) 
[alter, of bother] 

'bow /bow/ VI 1 to submit, yield 2 to bend the head, body, or kitee in 
respect, submission, or greeting ^vt I to incline (e g the head), esp in 
respect, submission, or shame 2 to express by bowing [ME bowen, fr OE 
bugan\ akin to OHG biogan to bend, Skt bhujati he bends] - bow and 
scrape to act in an obsequious manner 
*bow /bow/ A a bending of the head or body m respect, submission, or 
greeting 

*bow /boh/ A 1 a bend, arch 2 a stnp of wood, fibreglass, or other flexible 
material held bent by a strong cord connecting the 2 ends and used to 
shoot an arrow 3 an often ornamental shpknot (e g for tying a shoelace) 
4 (a stroke made with) a resilient wooden rod with horsehairs stretched 
from end to end, used in playing an instrument of the viol or violin family 
[ME bowe, fr OE boga; akin to OE bugan] 

Hmw /boh/ vb 1 to (cause to) bend into a curve 2 to play (a stringed 
instrument) with a bow 

*bow /bow/ A 1 the forward part of a ship - often pi with sing, meaning 


3- SHIP 2 'bowman; speaf one who rows in the front end of a boat 
[prob fr Dan bov shoulder, bow, fr ON bogr, akin to OE bog bough] 
bowdlerize, -Isc /'bowdbnez/ vt to expurgate (e g a book) by omitting 
or modifying parts considered vulgar [Thomas Bowdler tl825 E editor] 

- bowdlcrizer n, bowdlerfzatioa /-ne'zayshan/ a 
bowel /'bowsl/ A 1 (a specified division oO the intestine or gut - usu pi 
with sing meaning 2 pi the innermost parts of the earth) [ME, fr 

OF boel, fr MF botellus, fr L. dim. of botulus sausage] - bowcUeas 
adj 

'bower /1)0W9/ a 1 an attractive dwelling or retreat 2 1^ (garden) shelter 
made with tree boughs or vines twisted together 3 a boudoir - poetic [ME 
hour dwelling, fr OE bur, akin to OE A OHO buan to dwell, OE boon 
to be] - bowery /-n/ adj 

’bower n a ship's principal anchor earned in the bows ['bow ^ '-c/j 
'bow.head /lx>h.hed/ n an Arctic nght whale 
'bowie .knife /lx>h-i/ n a stout hunting knife with a sharpened part on 
the back edge curved concavely to the point [James Bowie tl836 US 
soldier] 

'bowl /bohl/ A 1 any of vanous round hollow vessels used esp for holding 
liquids or food or for mixing food 2 the contents of a bowl 3a the hollow 
of a spoon or tobacco pipe b the receptacle of a toilet 4u a bowl-shaped 
geographical region or formation b NAm a bowl-shaped structure; esp 
a sports stadium [ME bolle, fr OE bolla-, akin to OHCJ bolla blister, OE 
blawan to blow] - bowled /bohid/ adj, bowlftil n 
’bowl Ala ball used in bowls that is weighted or shaped to give it a bias 
2 pi but sing in constr a game played typically outdoors on a green, in 
which bowls are rolled at a target jack in an attempt to bnng them nearer 
to It than the opponent's bowls [ME boule, fr MF, fr L bulla bubble] 
’bowl VI la to partiapate in a game of bowling b to play or roll a ball 
in bowls or bowling c to play as a bowler in cncket 2 to travel in a vehicle 
smoothly and rapidly - often ^ along '^vt la to roll (a ball) in bowling 
b to score by bowling 150) 2a to deliver (a ball) to a batsman in 
cncket b to dismiss (a batsman in cncket) by breaking the wicket - used 
with reference to a bowled ball or a bowler 
.bow'legged /-'leg(i)d/ adj having legs that are bowed outwards at the 
knees - bowlegs /.boh'legz/ n pi 

'bowler /1>ohb/ n the person who bowls in a team sport, specif a member 
of the fielding side who bowls (as a specialist) the hall in cncket 
SPORT [’bowl 4 '-er] 

’bowler, .bowler 'hat a a stiff felt hat with a rounded crown and a narrow 
bnm [Bowler, 19th-c family of E hatters] 

bowline /'boh.lien/ a 1 a rope attached to a square sail that is used to 
keep the windward edge of the sail taut and at a steady angle to the wind 
SHIP 2 a knot used to form a non-slipping loop at the end of a rope 
[ME bouline, perh fr bowe bow 4 hue] 
bowling /liohling/ n any of several games in which balls are rolled at 
1 or more objects 

'bowling .elley n (a building or room containing) a long narrow 
enclosure or lane with a smooth usu wooden floor for bowling or playing 
skittles 

'bowling .create n either of the lines drawn perpendicularly across a 
cncket pilch in line with each wicket - compare popping crease 

SPORT 

'bowling .green a a smooth close-cut area of turf for playing bowls 
bowl out vt to dismiss all the members of (the batting side) in 
cncket 

bowl over vt 1 to stnke with a swiftly moving object 2 to overwhelm 
with surpnse 

'bowman /'bohman/ a an archer [’bow] 

’bowman a a boatman, oarsman, etc 10 the front of a boat ['bow] 
Bowman'a capaule /’bohmanz/ n the thin membranous capsule 
surrounding each glomerulus in the kidneys of vertebrates [Sir William 
Bowaira tl892 E surgeon] 
bow out /bow/ w to retire, withdraw 

'bow .saw /boh/ a a saw having a narrow blade held under tension, esp 
by a light bow-shaped frame 

bowsprit /l)oh3prit/ a a spar projecting forwards from the bow of a ship 
SHIP [ME bouspret, prob fr MLO bdehsprH, fr bdeh bow 4 - sprH 

pole] 

.bow 'tie /boh/ a a short tie fastened in a bow 
.bow 'window /boh/ a a curved bay window archttecture 
bowwow /'bow, wow/ A 1 the bark of a dog - often used imitatively 2 
a dog - used esp by or to children [imit] 
bowyer /Imhya/ a sby who makes or sdls bows for archery 
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'box /bolu/ n, pi box, boiM any of several evergreen shrubs or small trees 
used eap for hedges [ME, fr OE. fr L buxus, fr Gk pyxos] 

*box 11 la a rigid container having 4 sides, a bottom, and a cover b the 
contents of a box 2a a small compartment (e g for a group of specUtors 
in a theatre) b(l) penalty area (2) penalty box 2a a boxlike protec- 
tive case (e g for machmery) b a shield to protect the genitals, worn esp 
by batsmen and wicketkeepers in cricket c a structure that contains a 
telephone for use by members of a specified organization (police ^ > <^4^4 
or RAC > 4 a small simple shelt^ng or enclosing structure 5 Ar a gift 
given to tradesmen at Christmas 6 Br television; specif a television set - 
+ eAr, infml [ME, fr OE, fr LL buxis, fr Gk pyxis, fr pyxos] - boxful n, 
boxy /boksi/ a^j, boxincas a 

*box vf 1 to provide with a box 2 to enclose (as iO in a box - f m or up 
3 to hem in (e g an opponent in soccer) - usu + in - box the compass 
1 to name the 32 points of the compass in their order 2 to make a 
complete reversal 

*box n a punch or slap, esp on the ear [ME] 

"box vf 1 to slap (e g the ears) with the hand 2 to engage in boxing with 
^ vi to engage in boxing 

Box and Cox Aoks/ adv or adj, Br alternating, in turn [eponymous 
characters, who share a room but never meet, in play by J M Morton 
tl891 E dramatist] 

'box.car AJudi/ n, NAm ^an 2 
'boxar /lioksa/ n one who engages in the sport of boxing 
"boxar n a compact medium-sized short-haired dog of a breed onginating 
in Germany [G, fr E 'boxer] 

Boxar n a member of a Chmese secret society which was opposed to 
foreign influence in China and whose rebellion was suppressed in 1900 
[approx trans of Chin (Pek) i*hPch’uan\ lit . righteous harmonious 
fist] 

'boxar .ahorta n pi men’s loose-fitting underpants garment 
'box-,ofrdar n a hollow rectangular girder 

boxififi /VAaing/ n the art of attack and defence with the fists practised 
as a sport 

'Boxfn9 .Day n December 26, observed as a public holiday in Britain 
(apart from ^tland) and elsewhere in the C^monwealth, on which 
service workers (e g postmen) were traditionally given Christmas boxes 
1)0x1119 .9lOVO It a heavily padded leather mitten worn in boxing 
'box Junction n a road junction at which a pattern of crosshatched 
yellow lines on the road warns the road-user not to enter until his/her exit 
is clear 

'box .kita n a tailless kite consisting of 2 or more open-ended connected 
boxes 

'box .number n the number of a box or pigeon hole at a newspaper or 
post office where arrangements are made for replies to advertisements or 
other mail to be sent 

1m>x .off ica n 1 an office (e g in a theatre) where tickets of admission 
are sold 2 sthg that enhances ticket sales (the publicity is all 
good 

'box .plaat n a pleat made by forming 2 folded edges, one facing nght 
and the other left - compare inverted pleat 
'boxroom /-.roohm, -room/ o. Br a small storage room (e g for trunks) 
in a private house 

1m>x .tponner n a spanner that is shaped to enclose a nut, bolt head, 
etc 

lKix,wood /-.wood/ n the very close-grained heavy tough hard wood of 
the box tree 

'boy /boy/ fl la a male child from birth to puberty bason can immature 
male, a youth d a boyfriend 2 a fellow, person (the '^s at the officey 3 
a male servant - sometimes taken to be offensive [ME; akin to Fris boi 
boy] - boyho^ /-hood/ n, boylili adj, boylably adv, boyiahncaa n 
"boy intetj, chiefly NAm - used to express esp excitement or surprise 
boycott /boykot/ vt to engage in a concert^ refusal to have dealings 
with (e g a person, shop, or organization), usu to express disapproval or 
to fbrK acceptance of certain conditions [CCAoycarrtl897Elandagent 
in Iretand who was ostracized for refusing to reduce rents] - boycott n. 
boyeotter n 

'boy.friend /-/rend/ n 1 a frequent or regular male companion of a girl 
or woman 2 a male lover 

boyo /Imyoh/ o, pi boyos /-ohz/ Irish A Welsh a boy, lad [boy 

+ -oi 

JbOf 'ooout A scorn 4 > no longer used technically 
boysofiborry /1)oyzonb(3)ri/ o (the fruit oO a spring shrub developed 
by Cfoasing several varieties of blackberry and raspberry [Rudolph 
Boysea 171^3 US hortioiltarisi -f E berry] 


bra /brah/ n, pi bras a woman’s closely fitting undergarment with cups 
for supporting the breasts [short for brassiere, fr obs F brassiere bodice, 
fr OF braciere arm protector, fr braz arm. fr L bracchium - more at 
brace] 

'braai /hrit/ n, SAfr barbecue 1, 3; also an area (e g a patio) intended 
for a braai [short for braai vieis] 

"braai vt, SAfr to barbecue 

braaivleis /7)ne.nays/ n, SAfr barbecue 1, 3 [Afnk. lit., grilled meat, 
fr braai to gnll + vleis meat] 

'brace /brays/ n, pi braces, (/) braces, after a determiner brace 1 two of 
a kind; a pair (several of quaify 2 sthg (e g a clasp) that connects or 

fastens 3 a crank-shaped instrument for turning a dniling bit 4o a 
diagonal piece of structural matenal that serves to strengthen b a rope 
attached to a yard on a ship that swings the yard honzontally to trim the 
sail SHIP c pi straps worn over the shoulders to hold up trousers 
d an appliance for supporting a weak leg or other body part e a dental 
fitting worn to correct irregular teeth 5a a mark { or ) used to connect 
words or items to be considered together b (this mark connecting) 2 or 
more musical staves the parts of which are to be performed simul- 
taneously [ME, pair, clasp, fr MF. two arms, fr L bracchia, pi of 
bracchium arm, fr Gk brachion, fr compar of brachys short - more at 
brief] 

"brace vt la to prepare for use by making taut b to prepare, steel ('^ 
yourself for the shocky 2 to turn (a sail yard) by means of a brace 3 to 
provide or support with a brace (heavily ^d because of policy 
bracelet /n^raysht/ n 1 an omamenul band or chain worn round the 
wrist 2 sthg (e g handcuffs) resembling a bracelet [ME. fr MF. dim of 
bras arm, fr L bracchium] 

'bracer /7>raysa/ n an arm or wnst protector, esp for use by an archer 
[ME, fr MF braciere, fr OF, fr braz arm, fr L bracchium] 

"bracer n a drink (e g of an alcoholic beverage) taken as a stimulant 
pBRACE f ’-er] 

brace up vb to (cause to) have more courage, spint, and cheerfulness 
brachi- /bra(y)ki-/, brachio- comb form arm <brachuifc> (brachiopod) 
[L bracchium, brachmm - more at brace] 
brachial /1>ra(y)ki‘al/ adj of or located in (a part like) an arm (a 
arteryy 

brachiate /1)ra(y)ki 3t, -ayt/ vi to progress by swinging from one hold 
to another by the arms - used technically - brachiation 
* /-’aysh(a)n/ n 

brachiopod /1)ra(y)ki a,pod/ n any of a phylum of mostly extinct 
marine invertebrate animals with shells composed of 2 halves hinged 
together evolution [denv of L bracchium + Gk pod-, pous foot 
- more at foot] - brachiopod adj 

brachy- comb form short (hrachydactylousy [Gk, fr brachys - more at 
brief] 

brachycephalic /.brakisi'falik/ adj having a short or broad head [NL 
brachycephalus, fr Gk brachy- + kqihale head - more at cfphalic] - 
brachycephaly /-'sefali/ n 

bracinp /’braysing/ adj refreshing, invigorating <a ^ breezey 
bracken /lirakan/ n (a dense growth oO a common large coarse fern of 
esp moorland, that is poisonous to grazing animals [ME braken, prob of 
Scand ongin; akin to OSw bnekne fern] 

'bracket /l>rakit/ n 1 an overhanging projecting fixture or member that 
is designed to support a vertical load or strengthen an angle 2a par- 
enthesis lb b either of a pair of marks [ ] used in writing and printing 
to enclose nuitter or in mathematics and logio to show that a complex 
expression should be treated as a single unit c angle bracket d brace 
5b 3 (the distance between) a pair of shots fired usu in front of and beyond 
a target to aid in range-finding 4 any of a gradid series of income groups 
* (the £20,000 income > [MF braguette codpiece, fr dim. of brague 
breeches, fr OProv braga, fr L braca, fr Gaulish braca, of Gmc origin; akin 
to OHG bruoh breeches - more at breech] . 

"bracket vt 1 to place (as iO within brackets I to provide or fasten with 
brackets 3 to put in the same category; associate - usu -f together 4a to 
get a range by firing in front of and behind (a target) b to establish a 
margin on either side of (e g an estimation) 

brackish /’brakish/ adj slightly salty watery [D brae salty; akin to 
MLO brae salty] - bracklshncss n 

bract /brakt/ n 1 a usu small leaf near a flower or floral axis 2 a leaf 
borne on a floral axis [NL bractea, fr L, thin metal plate] - bncteal adj, 
bracteate /-at, -ayt/ adj, bracted adj 

bracteole /liraktiohl/ n a small or secondary bract, esp on a floral axis 
[NL bncteola, fr L, dim. of bractea] - bracbMilato /bndc'tee*abt, -layt, 
t«rBkti*alayt/ adj 
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brad /brad/ n a thin wedged-shaped nail having a slight projection at the 
top of one side instead of a head [ME, fr ON broddr spike, akin to OE 
byrst bristle - more at bristle] 

bradawl /^rad.awl/ n an awl; esp one used by a woodworker 
bradycardia /,bradi'kahdi-a/ n relatively slow heart action, whether 
physiological or pathological - compare tachycardia [NL, fr Gk 
bradys slow 4 NL -cardta] 

bradykinin /.bradi'kienin/ n a local polypeptide hormone that is a kinin, 
is formed in injured tissue, and prob plays a part in inflanimatory 
processes [Gk bradys slow] 

brae /bray/ n, chiefly Scot a hillside, esp along a nver [ME bn, fr ON 
bra eyelash; akin to OE bregdan to move quickly - more at braid] 
'brag /brag/ n a card game resembling poker [bng (boast); fr the boast 
or challenge made by one player to another] 

*brag vb -gg- to talk or assert boastfully - bragger n 
braggadocio /.braga'dochioh -'dokioh/ n empty boasting [Brag- 
gadocchio, personification of boasting in the poem The Faene Queenc by 
Edmund Spenser tl599 E poet] 

braggart /l>ragat/ n a loud arrogant boaster - braggart adj 
Brahma /'brahma/ n 1 brahman IB 2 the creator deity of the Hindu 
sacred triad - compare siva, vishnu [Skt brahman] 

Brahman /'brahman/ n la a Hindu of the highest caste traditionally 
assigned to the pnesthood b the impersonal ground of all being in 
Hinduism 2 any of an Indian breed of humped cattle, also a large vigorous 
heat-resistant and tick-resistant animal developed in the USA by inter- 
breeding Indian cattle [Skt bnhmana, lit., having to do with prayer, fr 
bnhman, neut, prayer] - Brahmanic /-'manik/ adj 
Brahmaniorri ;''buhma,niz(a)m/ n orthodox Hinduism adhenng to the 
pantheism of the Vedas and to the ancient sacnfices and family cer- 
emonies 

Brahmin /lirahmin/ n 1 (a) Brahman 2 NAm an intellectually and 
socially cultivated but aloof person - Brahminiam n, Brahminical 
/-'minikl/ adj 

'braid /brayd/ vt 1 chiefly NAm plait 2 2 to ornament, esp with ribbon 
or braid [ME breyden, lit , to move suddenly, fr OE bregdan, akin to 
OHG brettan to draw (a sword). Gk phorkon something white or 
wrinkled] - braider n 

’braid n 1 a narrow piece of fabric, esp plaited cord or ribbon, used for 
trimming 2 chiefly NAm a length of plaited hair 
'brail /brayl/ n a rope fastened to the edge or end of a sail and used for 
hauling the sail up or in [ME brayle, fr AF braiel, fr OF, strap] 

’brail vt to take m (e g a sail) by the brails 

braille /brayl/ n. often cap a system of wnting or printing for the blind 
that uses characters made up of raised dots [Louis Braille 1 1 852 F teacher 
of the blind] 

'brain /brayn/ n la the portion of the vertebrate central nervous system 
that constitutes the organ of thought and neural coordination, is made up 
of neurons and supporting and nutntive structures, is enclosed within the 
skull, and is continuous with the spinal cord nerve b a nervous 
centre in mvertebrates comparable in position and function to the ver- 
tebrate brain 2a(t) an intellect, mind <ha5 a good ^ > (2) intellectual 
endowment; intelligence - often pi with sing meaning (plenty of sin 
that family'^ b(l) a very intelligent or intellectual person (2) the chief 
plaiMier of an organization or enterprise - usu pi with sing, meaning but 
sing, in constr 3 an automatic device (e g a computer) that performs 1 
or more of the functions of the human brain for control or computation 
[ME, fr OE bnegeni akin to MLG bregen brain, Gk brechmos front part 
of the head] - on the brain as an obsession; continually in mind </Vc got 
that tune on the brain again') 

’brain vt 1 to kill by smashing the skull 2 to hit hard on the head - 
infml 

'brain, child /-.chield/ n a product of one's creative imagmation 
'brain , death n the death of a human being determined by the assessment 
that his/her brain has irreversibly ceased to function 
'brain ,draln n the loss of highly qualified workers and professionals 
through emigration 

'brained comb form {adj, n adj) having (such) a brain (feather- 
brained) 

'brainleaa /-Us/ adj stupid, foolish - brainlessly adv, brainlessness n 
'brain,power /-.powa/ n intellectual abiUty; intelligence 
'brain .ateifi n the part of the brain connecting the spinal cord with the 
forebrain and cerebrum 

'bralnetorm A^tawm/ n 1 a fit of insanity 2 chiefly NAm brain 
WAVE 2 

'brain,atorming /-,stawming/ n, NAm a problem-solving technique 


that involves the spontaneous contnbution of ideas from all members of 
a group 

'brains .trust n sing or pi in constr, chiefly Br a group of expert advisers, 
esp assembled to answer questions of immediate or current interest 
'brain, teaser A.teeza/ n a logical or mathematical puzzle 
'brain, washing A.woshing/ n a systematic attempt to instil beliefs into 
sby, often in place of beliefs already held [trans of Chin (Pek) hsP nao’] 

- brainwash vt, brainwash n, brainwasher n 

'brain .wave n 1 a rhythmic fluctuation of voltage between parts of the 
brain 2 a sudden bnght idea 

brainy /lirayni/ adj intelligent, clever - infml - brainincaa n 
braise /brayz/ vt to cook (e g meat) slowly by first saut^ng m hot fat 
and then simmering gently in very little liquid in a closed container [F 
braiser, fr braise live coals, fr OF bresc] 

'brake /brayk/ n 1 a device for arresting usu rotary motion, esp by 
friction 2 sthg that slows down or stops movement or activity [ME. 
bndle, curb] - brakeless adj 

’brake vt to slow or stop by a brake ~ vi 1 to operate, manage, or apply 
a brake, esp on a vehicle 2 to become slowed by a brake 
’brake n an area of overgrown rough or marshy land [ME -brake] - braky 
/'brayki/ adj 

«brake n estate car [break (carnage frame used for breaking horses), fr 
hreak] 

brake horsepower n the useful power of an engine as calculated from 
the resistance to a brake or dynamometer applied to the shaft or fly- 
wheel 

'brake .van n, Br guard's van 

bramble /'brambl/ n a rough pnckly shrub, esp a blackberry [ME 
brembel, fr OE bremel, akin to OE brom broom] - branbly adj 
brambiing /'bramblmg/ n a bnghtly coloured Old World finch [prob • 
fr bramble * -ing] 

Bramiey /'bramli/ n a large green variety of cooking apple [Matthew 
Bramley /71850 E butcher & reputed first grower of the fruit] 
bran /bran/ n the broken husk of cereal grain separated from the flour 
or meal by sifting [ME, fr OF) 

'branch /brahnch/ n 1 a secondary shoot or stem (e g a bough) ansing 
from a mam axis (e g of a tree) 2a tributary 2 b a side road or way 
c a slender projection (e g the tme of an antler) 3 a distmct part of a 
complex whole e g a a division of a family descending from a particular 
ancestor b a distinct area of knowledge (pathology is a of mediane} 

c a division or separate part of an organization [ME, fr OF branche, fr 
LL branca paw] - branched adj, branchless adj, brancUet /lirahnchht/ 
n, branchy /-chi/ adj 

’branch vi l to put forth branches 2 to spring out (e g from a mam 
stem) 

branchia /'brangki-a/ n, pi branchiae /-ki,ee/ 'gill 1 [L, sing., fr Gk. 
pi of bnnchion gill; akin to Gk bronchos windpipe - more at craw] - 
branchial /-ki-9l/. branchiate /-ki at, -ki-ayt/ adj 
branchiopod /l>rangki-a,pod/ n any of a group of aquatic crustaceans 
(e g a bnne shnmp) typically having a long body, a carapace, and many 
pairs of Icaflike appendages [denv of Gk bnnchia gills + pod-, pous foot 

- more at foot] - branchiopod, branchiopodan /.brangki'opadan; also 
.brangki d'pohdon/ adj, branchiopodous /.brangki'opadas, also ,brangki-> 
'pohdas/ adj 

branch out vi to extend activities (the business is branching out all over 
the state) 

'brand /brand/ n 1 a charred piece of wood 2a a mark made by burning 
with a hot iron, or with a stamp or stencil, to identify manufacture or 
quality or to designate ownership (e g of cattle) b(l) a mark formerly put 
on criminals with a hot iron (2) a mark of disgrace (the ofpovaly) 
3a a class of goods identified by name as the product of a single firm or 
manufacturer b a charactenstic or distinctive kind (a lively ^ of 
humour) 4 a tool u.sed to produce a brand 5 a sword - poetic [ME, torch, 
sword, fr OE; akin to OE bteman to burn] 

’brand vt l to mark with a brand 2 to stigmatize 3 to impress indelibly 

- brander n 

brandish /brandish/ vt to shake or wave (e g a weapon) menacingly or 
ostenutiously [ME bnundisshen, fr MF brandiss-, stem of brandir, fr 
OF, fr brand sword, of Gmc origin; akin to OE brand] 

.brand-'naw adj conspicuously new and unused 
brandy /'brandi/ n a spirit distilled from wine or fermented fruit juice 
(plum ~ > [short for brandywine, fr D brandewijn, fr MD beantwijn, fr 
brant burnt, distilled 4 wijn wine] 

'brandy .snap n a very thin cylindrical ginger biscuit sometimes fla- 
voured with brandy 
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brant /brant/ n, pi bruts, esp collectively brut chiefly NAm brent 
GOOSE 

'brash /brash/ n a mass of fragments (e g of ice) [obs brash (to breach 
a wall), prob fr MF breche breach] 

‘brash adj 1 impetuous, rash 2 uninhibitedly energetic or demonstrative 
3 aggressively self-assertive; impudent [ongin unknown] - brashly adv, 
brashsesf n 

brass /brahs/ n 1 an alloy of copper and zinc 2a sing or pi in constr the 
brass instruments of an orchestra or hud b a usu brass memorial tablet 
c bright metal fittings or utensils 3 brazen self-assuruce 4 sing or pi m 
constr BRASS hats 5 chiefly N Eng money USE (J, 4, A S) infml [ME 
bras, fr OE bnes\ akin to MLG bras metal] - brass adj 
.brass 'band n a bud consisting (chiefly) of brass and percussion 
instruments 

brassarie /l>ras(3)n/ n a restaurant that serves beer [F. fr MF brasser 
to brew, fr OF bracier, fr L braces, a kind of wheat] 

.brass 'farthing n a tnvial amount 
.brass 'hat n a high-ranking military oflicer - infml 
brassica /luasika/ n uy of a large genus of Old World temperate-zone 
plants of the mustard family that includes muy important vegetables and 
crop plants (e g cabbage, turnip, mustard, ud rape) [NL. genus name, 
fr L, cabbage] 

brassiara Arazi-a/ n a bra - fml 

brass instrumant n any of a group of wind instruments with a long 
usu curved cylindrical or conical metal tube, a mouthpiece against which 
the player's lips vibrate, and usu valves or a slide for producmg all the 
notes within the instrument’s range 

.brass 'tacks n pi details of immediate practical importance - esp in get 
down to brass tacks 

brassy Arahsi/ adj 1 shamelessly bold; brazen 2 resembling brass, esp 
m colour - bratafly adv, brassineat n 

brat /brat/ n u (ill-mannered) child [perh fr E dial brat (ragamuf- 
fin)] 

brattica Aratis/ n u esp temporary wooden or cloth partition for 
directing air in a mine [ME bretais, bretasce parapet, fr OF bretesche, fr 
ML breteschia] > brattice vt 

bravado /bra'vahdoh/ n, pi bravadoea, brav adoa (a display oO blustenng 
swaggering conduct [MF bravade & OSp bravata, fr Olt bravata, fr 
bravare to challenge, show off. fr bravo] 

'brava /brayv/ adj 1 courageous, fearless 2 excellent, splendid <a nevf 
world} [MF. fr Olt & OSp bravo courageous, wild, fr L barbarus 
barbarous] - bravely adv 
‘brave vt to face or endure with courage 
*brava n a N Amencan Indian wamor 
bravery Arayv(a)ri/ n courage, valour 

'bravo Arahvoh/ n, pi bravos, bravoes a villain, desperado; esp a hired 
assassin [It, fr bravo, adj, brave] 

‘bravo /brah'voh/ n, pi Invoa a shout of approval - often used inteijec- 
tionally in applauding a performance 

Bravo /'brah.voh/ n - a communications code word for the letter b 
bravura /bra'v(y)oo3r3/ n 1 a flamboyant brilliant style 2 a musical 
passage requiring exceptional agility and technical skill in execution 3 a 
show of daring or bnlliance [It. lit., bravery, fr bravare] 
braw /braw/ adj, chiefly Scot good or fine, esp in appearance or dress 
[modif of MF brave] 

'brawl /brawl/ vi 1 to quarrel or fight noisily 2 of water to make a loud 
confused bubbling sound [ME brawlen] - brawler n 
‘brawl nil noisy quarrel or fight 2 a brawling noise 
brawn /brawn/ n la strong muscles b muscular strength 2 pork 
trimmings, esp the meat from a pig's head, boiled, chopped, and pressed 
into a mould [ME, fr MF braon muscle, of Omc origin; akin to OE breed 
flesh] 

brawny /'brawni/ adj muscular, strong - brawnily adv, brawnlnev n 
'bray /bray/ vi to utter the loud harsh cry characteristic of a donkey ~ vt 
to alter or play loudly, harshly, or discordantly [ME brayen, fr OF braire 
to cry. fr (assumed) VL bragere, of Celt ongin; akm to Mir braigid he 
breaks wind; akin to L frangere to break - more at break] - bray n 
‘bray vr to crush or grind finely [ME brayen, fr MF broiier, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OHO breEhan to break - more at break] 
braza /brayz/ vt to solder with an alloy (e g of brass and silver) that melts 
on contact with the heated metals being joined [prob fr F braser, fr OF, 
to bum. fr brese hve coab] - brazer n 
'brazan /l>rayz(a)n/ adj 1 resembling or made of brass 2 sounding harsh 
and loud like ginick brass 3 contemptuously bold [ME bnsen, fr OE 
bnesttt, fr turn brass) > brazenly adv, braznaeas n 


‘brazan vt to face with defiance or impudence - esp in brazen it out 
.brazan-iaced adj brazen 3 

'braziar Arayzio, 'brayzha/ n one who works in brass [ME brasier, fr 
bras brass] 

‘braziar n a receptacle or stand for holding burning coals [F brasier, fr 
OF, fire of hot coals, fr brese] 

Bra'zil .nut /bra'zil/ n (a tall S Amencan tree that bears) a roughly 
tnangular oily edible nut [Brazil, country in S Amenca] 
bra'zil.wood /-.wood/ n (the red or purple dye obtained from) the heavy 
wood of any of various tropical leguminous trees [Sp brasil, fr brasa live 
coals; fr its colour] 

'braach /breech/ n 1 infraction or violation (e g of a law, obligation, or 
standard) o/ contract} 2 a gap (e g in a wall) made by battenng 3 
a break in customanly fnendly relations 4 a leap, esp of a whale out of 
water [ME breche, fr OE bryce-, akin to OE brecan to break] 

‘braach vt 1 to make a breach in the city walls} 2 to break, violate 
an agreement} 

.braach of 'promise n violation of a promise, esp to marry 
.breach of the 'peace n an instance of disorderly conduct 
'bread /bred/ n 1 a food consisting essentially of flour or meal which is 
baked and usu leavened, esp with yeast 2 food, sustenance (our daily ^ > 
3a livelihood (earns his daily ^ as a labourer} b money - slang [ME 
breed, fr OE bread', akin to OHG brot bread, OE breowan to brew] - 
bread upon the watcra resources chanced or chantable deeds performed 
without expectation of return 

‘bread vt to cover with breadcrumbs <a ^ ed pork chop} 
.bread-and-'butter adj la basic, fundamental (wages, housing, and 
other ^ issues} b dependable, routine (the ~ repertoire of an orchestra') 

2 sent or given as thanks for hospitality (a ~ letter} 

.bread and 'butter n a means of sustenance or livelihood 
.bread and 'circuses n pi entertainment provided at public expense, 
also a palliative offered to avert potential discontent [trans of L panis et 
circenses] 

'bread.basket /-.bahskit/ n the stomach ~ slang 
''bread.crumb /-.krum/ n a small fragment of bread 
‘breadcrumb vt ^bread 

'bread.fruit /-.frooht/ n the large starchy fmt of a tropical tree that has 
white flesh with a breadlike texture 

'bread.line /-Men/ n \ Br the level of income required for subsistence 
2 chiefly NAm a queue of people waiting to receive food given in 
charity 

breadth /bret-th, bredth/ n 1 distance from side to side 2a sthg of full 
width (a of cloth} b a wide expanse <''-s of grass} 3a catholicity, 
scope b liberality of views or taste [obs brede breadth (fr ME, fr OE 
bnidu, fr brad broad) + -th (as in length)] 

'breadthways /-.wayz, -wiz/, ’breadth.wise /-,w\ez/ adv or adj in the 
direction of the breadth (a course of bricks laid > 

'breadwinner /-.win?/ n one whose wages are a family’s livelihood - 
bresdwinning n 

'break /brayk/ vb broke /brohk/, broken Arohkan/ vt la to separate 
into parts with suddenness or violence b to fracture ('-an arm} c to 
rupture the skin} 2 to violate, transgress <~ the law} 3a to force 
a way through or into (the silence was broken by a dog barking} b to 
escape by force from (he broke Jail} 4 to make or effect by cutting or 
forcing through ('-a trail through the woods} 5 to disrupt the order or 
compactness of ranks} 6a to defeat utterly; destroy b to crush the 
spint of c(l) to tram (an animal, esp a horse) for the service of human 
bangs (2) to inure, accustom (ahorse broken Vo /fie sadd/e) d to exhaust 
in health, strength, or capaaty 7a to ruin finqncially b to reduce in rank 
8a to reduce the force or intensity of (the b^es will ^ his fait} b to 
cause failure and discontinuance of (a strike) b^ measures outside bargain- 
ing processes 9 to exceed, surpass <'^ a recoid} (^ the speed limit} 10 
to ruin the prospects of (could make or ~ her career) tla to stop or 
interrupt b to open and bnng about suspension of operation ('-an 
electric circuit} c to destroy the unity or completeness of (they must be 
kept together, I don*t want to ~ the collection} d to destroy the 
uniformity of (the straight line of the horizon was broken by a rocky 
outcrof^ 12 to cause to discontinue a habit (tried to him of smoking} 
13 to make known; tell (‘^ the bad news gently} 14a to solve (a code or 
cipher system); crack 3a b to demonstrate the falsity of (an alibi) 15 to 
split into smaller units, parts, or processes; divide a £10 note} - often 
+ up or down 16 to open the operating mechanism of (a gun) ~ W 1 to 
escape with sudden forceful effort - often + out or away ('- out of 
Jait} (broke away from the main bunch} 2a to come into being, esp 
suddenly (day was ~ing> (the storm broke) b to come to pass; occur 



113 


bre 


^report news stones as they 3 to effect a penetration <~ through 
enemy Imes^ 4 to take a different course; depart from traditiony 5 
to make a sudden dash < ^ for cover) 6 to separate after a clinch in 
boxing 7 to come apart or split into pieces; burst, shatter 8 of a wave to 
curl over and disintegrate m surf or foam 9 of weather to change 
suddenly, esp after a line spell 10 to give way in disorderly retreat 11a 
to fail in health, strength, or control (may ^ under questioning^ b to 
become inoperative because of damage, wear, or strain 12 to end a 
relationship, agreement, etc with 13 esp of a ball bowled in cncket to 
change direction of forward travel on bouncing 14 of a voice to alter 
sharply in tone, pitch, or intensity, esp to shift abruptly from one register 
to another (her voice -^ing with emotion^ (boys' voices ^ at puberty') 
15 of a horse to fail to keep a presenbed gait 16 to interrupt one's activity 
for a bnef period ('^ for lunch') 17 to make the opening shot of a game 
of snooker, billiards, or pool 18a to fold, lift, or come apart at a seam, 
groove, or joint b of cream to separate during churning into liquid and 
fat 19 chiefly NAm to happen, develop (for the team to succeed, 
everything has to nght') [ME breken, fr OE brecan: akin to OHG 
brehhan to break, L frangere] ~ breakable adj or n - break a leg to be 
successful in a performance - used in the theatre to wish another luck 
- break cover to emerge abruptly from a hiding place (the hunted fox 
broke cover) - break even to achieve a balance between expenditure and 
income, esp to recover precisely what one spends (the church fete only 
broke even this year) - break Into la to begin abruptly (the horse breaks 
into a gallop} b to give voice or expression to abruptly (she broke into 
song} <broke into a laugh} 2 to enter by force (thieves broke into the 
house} 3 to make entry or entrance into (trying to break into show 
business} 4 to interrupt (kept breaking into the conversation} - break 
new ground to make or show new discovenes, pioneer <breaking new 
ground in genetic engineering} - break service/break someone's service 
to win a game against the server (e g in tennis) - break someone's heart 
to caasc sby heartbreak - break the back to do or overcome the largest 
or hardest pan - break the ice to overcome initial reserve ^ break wind 
to expel gas from the intestine through the anus 
’break n 1 an act or action of breaking 2a a condition produced (as iQ 
by breaking, a gap (a ^ in the clouds} b a rupture in previously good 
relations c a gap in an otherwise continuous electnc circuit 3 the action 
or act of breaking m, out, or forth (a jail ^} 4 a dash, rush (make a ^ 
for It} 5 the act of separating after a clinch in boxing 6a a change or 
interruption in a continuous process or trend (it makes a ^ ) b a change 
from the status quo (a sharp with tradition} c a respite from work or 
duty, specif a daily pause for play and refreshment at school d a planned 
interruption in a radio or television programme (a for the commercial} 

7a the opening shot in a game of snooker, billiards, or pool b change in 
direction of forward travel, esp of a cricket ball on bouncing because of 
spin imparted by the bowler c a slow ball bowled in cricket that deviates 
in a specified direction on bouncing (an o/T ^ ) d the act or an instance 
of breaking an opponent's service in tennis e failure of a horse to maintain 
a prescribed gait f (a score made by) a sequence of successful shots or 
strokes (e g in snooker) 8 a notable variation in pitch, intensity, or tone 
in the voice 9 a place, situation, or time at which a break occurs, c g a 
the point where one musical register changes to another b a short 
ornamental passage inserted between phrases in jazz 10a a stroke of esp 
go^ luck b an opportunity, chance (give me a ^ ) 
breakage /7>raykij/ n 1 sthg broken - usu pi 2 allowance for things 
broken (e g in transit) ['break -*■ -age] 

'breakaway /l>rayka,wBy/ n 1 sby or sthg that breaks away 2 a 
breaking away (eg from a group or tradition), a withdrawtng 
’breakaway adj 1 favouring independence from an affiliation; with- 
drawing <a faction formed a new party} 2 chiefly NAm made to break 
or bend easily <~ road signs for highway safety} 

'breakdown A.down/ n 1 a failure to function 2 a physical, mental, 
or nervous collapse 3 failure to progress or have effect (a ^ of nego- 
tiations} 4 the process of decomposing of food during digestion} 5 

a division into categories; a classification 6 a whole analysed into parts; 
specif an account in which tie transactions are recorded under vanous 
categories 

break down vt la to cause to fall or collapse by breaking or shattenng 
b to make ineffective <break down legal barriers} c to put an end to; 
suppress (he tried to break down their opposition} 2a to divide into parts 
or categories b to separate into simpler substances c to take apart, esp 
for storage or shipment ^ vi la to become inoperative through breakage 
or wear b to become inapplicable or ineffective; deteriorate (relations 
began to break down) 2a to be susceptible to analysis or subdivision (the 


outbne breaks down into J parts} b to undergo decomposition 3 to lose 
one's composure completely (he broke down and wept} 

'breakdown .lorry n a lorry fitted with equipment suitable for repair- 
ing or towing disabled or immobilized motor vehicles 
'breaker /'brayka/ n 1 a wave breaking into foam 2 a user of Citizens’ 
Band radio - slang ['break + ^-er] 

’breaker n a small water cask [by folk etymology fr Sp bamca] 
.break-'even adj or n (of or being) the point at which profit equals 
loss 

breakfast /7>rekfast/ n (food prepared for) the first meal of the day, esp 
when taken in the morning [ME brekfast, fr breken id break + '/asf] - 
breakfast vb, breakfastcr n 

break in vt 1 to enter a house or building by force 2a to intemipt a 
conversation b to intrude ^ v/ 1 to accustom to a certain activity <break 
in a new reporter} 2 to use or wear until comfortable or working 
properly 

'breaking .point /brayking/ n the point at which a person gives way 
under stress 

'breakneck /-.nek/ adj extremely dangerous speed} 
break off vi 1 to become detached; separate 2 to stop abruptly <break 
off in the middle of a sentence} - vt to discontinue (break off diplomatic 
relations} 

'breakout /-.owt/ n a violent or forceful breaching of a restraint (e g 
imprisonment or siege) 

break out vi l to become affected with a skin eruption (broke out in 
a rash} 2 to develop or emerge with suddenness and force (a not broke 
out) 3 to escape ^ vr t to take from shipboard stowage ready for use 2 
to unfurl (a flag) at the mast 

'breakthrough /-.throoh/ n 1 an act or point of breaking through an 
obstruction 2 an attack that penetrates enemy lines 3 a sudden advance, • 
esp in knowledge or technique <4 medical } 

'breakup /-.up/ n 1 a dissolution, disruption (the ^ of a mamage} 2 
a division into smaller units 3 chiefly Can the spnng thaw 
break up vt 1 to disrupt the continuity of (too many footnotes can break 
up a text} 2 to decompose (break up a chemical} 3 to bring to an end 
(it broke up their marriage} 4a to break into pieces (e g for salvage); scrap 
b to crumble Sa to distress (his wife's death really broke him up) - infml 
b chiefly NAm to cause to laugh heartily - infml ^ w la to come to an 
end (their partnership broke up) b to separate, split up (Simon and Mary 
have broken up) 2 to lose morale or composure (he is likely to break up 
under attack}, also to give way to laughter 3 Br, of a school to disband 
for the holidays 

'breakwater /-.wawta/ n an offshore structure (eg a wall) used to 
protect a harbour or beach from the force of waves 
'bream /breem/ n, pi braam, esp for different types breams 1 any of 
various European freshwater fishes related to the carps and minnows 2 
any of vanous freshwater sunfishes [ME bieme, fr MF, of Gmc ongin, 
akin to OHG brahsima bream, brettan to draw (a sword) - more at 
braid] 

’bream vt 'grave [prob fr D brem furze] 

'breast /brest/ n 1 either of 2 protuberant milk-producing glandular 
organs situated on the front of the chest m the human female and some 
other mammals; broadly a discrete mammary gland 2 the fore part of the 
body between the neck and the abdomen meat 3 sthg (e g a swelling 

or curve) resembling a breast 4 the seat of emotion and thought; the 
bosom - fml [ME brest, fr OE breost, akin to OHG bnist breast, Russ 
bryukho belly] 

’breast vt 1 to contend with resolutely, confront (^ the rush-hour 
traffic} 2a to meet or lean against with the breast or front (the swimmer 
^ ed the waves} b to thrust the chest against (the spnnter ed the tape} 

3 chiefly Br to climb, ascend 
'breastbone /-.bohn/ n the sternum — ^ anatomy 
'breast-, feed vt to feed (a baby) with the milk from the breast rather than 
a bottle 

'breastplate /-.playt/ ji 1 a metal plate worn as defensive armour for 
the chest 2 piastron 2 

'breaststroke /-^strohk/ n a swimmmg stroke executed on the front by 
thrusting the arms forwards while kicking outwards and backwards with 
the legs, then sweeping the arms backwards - breaststroker n 
breastsummer /7>res(t)s9ma/ n a bressumer ['breast ^ 'suoimer] 
'breastwork /-.wuhk/ n a temporary fortification, usu consisting of a 
low parapet 

breath /breth/ n la a slight fragrance or smell b a slight indicauon; a 
suggestion (the faintest ^ of scandal) 2a the faculty of breathing b an 
act of breathing c opportunity or time to breathe; respite 3 a slight 
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movement of air 4 air inhaled and exhaled in breathing 5 spint, 
animation [ME brcth, fr OE bneth\ akin to OHG bradam breath. OE 
beorma yeast - more at barm] - out of breath breathing very rapidly (e g 
from strenuous exercise) - under one's breath in a whisper 
breathalyM also breathalyze /'bretha.liez/ vt to test (e g a driver) for 
the level of alcohol in exhaled breath [back-formation fr breathalyser] 
'breathajyser also breathalyzer /-Jieza/ n a device used to test the 
alcohol content in the blood of a motonst, usu consisting of a plastic bag 
into which the subject blows through crystals which turn green if the 
alcohol level is too high [breath + analyse + ^-cr] 
breathe /breedh/ W 1 to draw air into and expel it from the lungs 2 to 
live 3 to pause and rest before continuing 4 of wind to blow softly 5 of 
wine to be exposed to the beneficial effects of air after being kept in an 
airtight container (e g a bottle) vf la to send out by exhaling < ^ d garlic 
over hinf) b to instil (as iO by breathing new life into the movementy 
2a to utter, express <doii Y ^ a word of it to anyoney b to make manifest; 
display <f/ie novel ^ s despairy 3 to allow (e g a horse) to rest after 
exertion 4 to inhale [ME brethen, fr breth] - breathe down someone's 
neck to keep sby under constant or too close surveillance (parents always 
breathing down his neck) > breathe easily/freely to enjoy relief (e g from 
pressure or danger) 

breather Areedha/ n 1 a small vent in an otherwise airtight enclosure 
(e g a crankcase) 2 a break in activity for rest or relief - infml [brfathe 
+ *-er1 

breathing Areedhing/ n either of the marks ‘ and ’ used in wnting 
Greek to indicate aspiration or its absence 

'breathing .space n a pause in a period of activity, esp for rest and 
recuperation 

breathless Arethlis/ adj 1 not breathing; esp holding one's breath due 
to excitement or suspense 2a gaspmg; out of breath b gnpping. intense 
tensiony 3 without any breeze; stuffy <a -- summer's afiernoony - 

brcsthIcBsly adv, breathleianea n 

'breath, taking Atayking/ adj 1 making one breathless 2 exciting, 
thrilling (a stock car race) - brcathtakingly adv 
'breath .test n, Br a test made with a breathalyser 
breathy Arethi/ adj characterized or accompanied by the audible 
passage of breath - breathily adv, breathincsa n 
breccia Areki«a, 'brechi*a/ n a rock consisting of angular fragments 
embedded in sand, clay, etc [It] 

Brechtian Arekhti^an/ adj combining leH-Wlng political onentation 
with irony and avant-garde dramatic technique [Bertolt Brecht tl9S6 G 
dramatist] 

breech /breech/ n 1 the buttocks 2 the part of a firearm at the rear of 
the barrel [ME, breeches, fr OE brec, pi of broc leg covering; akin to 
OHG bruob breeches, OE brecan to break] 

breech birth n a bulh in which the rear end of the baby appears 
first 

'breech,block /-,blok/ n the block that closes the rear of the barrel 
against the force of the charge in breech-loading firearms 
breech delivery n breech birth 

breeches /Inichiz, 'breechiz/ n pi I knee-length trousers, usu closely 
fastened at the lower edges 2 jodhpurs that are baggy at the thigh and 
close fitting and fastened with buttons from the knee to the ankle [ME 
- more at breech] 

breeches buoy a a seat in the form of a pair of canvas breeches hung 
from a life buoy running on a rope leading to a place of safety for use in 
rescue at sea 

'breech,loader /-.lohda/ n a firearm that is loaded at the breech - 

brasck-loadiBg adj 

'breed /breed/ vb bred /bred/ vt la to produce (offspring) by hatching ' 
or gesution b to rear; bring up 1 (born and bred in Somersety 2 to 
produce, engender (despair often ~s vialencey 3 to propagate (plants or 
animals) sexually and usu under controlled conditions 4 to inculcate by 
training good behavioury 5 to produce (a fissile element) in a nuclear 
chain reaction ~ vi 1 to produce offspring by sexual union 2 to propagate 
animab or plants [ME breden, fr OE bredan\ akin to OE brod brood] - 
breeder ji 

*brccd A 1 a group of animals or plants, often specially selected, visibly 
siinilar in most characteristics 2 race, lineage 3 class, kind (a new ~ of 
radkaky 

brgeder rccctor Areeda/ n a nuclear reactor in which more radioac- 
tive fuel is produced than is consumed energy 
brggding /breeding / 11 l ancestry 2 behaviour, esp that showing good 
manners 3 the sexual propagation of plants or animals 

1 


'brooding .ground n a place or set of circumstances favourable to the 
propagation of certain ideas, movements, etc 
brooks /breeks/ n pi, chiefly Scot breeches [ME (northern) breke, fr OE 
brec] 

'broozo /breez/ n 1 a light gentle wind; also a wind of between 4 and 31 
mph 2 a slight disturbance or quarrel - infml 3 chiefly NAm sthg easily 
done; a cinch - infml [MF bnse NE wind, perh alter, of bise cold N wind] 
- breezeless adj 

^brooze ki 1 to come in or into, or move along, swiftly and ainly (she ~ d 
in as if nothing had happenedy 2 to make progress quickly and easily 
through the booksy - infml 

*broozo n ashy residue from the making of coke or charcoal [prob modif 
of F braise cinders] 

'broozo-.block n a rectangular building block made of breeze mixed with 
sand and cement 

broozy /'breezi/ adj 1 windy, fresh 2 bnsk, lively 3 insouciant, airy - 
breezily adv, breeziness n 

bromostrahlung Arem.s(h)trahbng/ n the electromagnetic radiation 
produced by the sudden slowing down of a charged particle in an intense 
electnc field [G, lit . decelerated radiation] 

'Bron ,gun /bren/ n a gas-operated magazine-fed light machine gun 
[B/no, city in Czechoslovakia + Enfield, town in England] 

.bront 'gooso /brent/ also brant /brant/ n any of several small dark 
geese that breed m the Arctic and migrate southwards [origin 
unknown] 

bressumer Aresama/ n a large supporting beam set across an opening 
(e g a fireplace) [alter, of breastsummer] 

brethren /'bredhnn/ pi of brother - chiefly m fml address or in 
referring to the members of a profession, society, or sect 
Breton Aret(3)n/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Bnttany 2 the Celtic 
language of the Bretons 3^ language [F, fr ML Bnton-, Bnto, fr L, 
Bnton] - Breton adj 

breve /breev/ n t a curved mark “ used to indicate a short vowel or a 
short or unstressed syllable symbol 2 a note equal in time value 
to 2 semibreves or 4 minims — f‘ music [L, neut of brevis bncf > more 
at 'brief] 

'brevet /brevit/ n a commission giving a miittary officer higher nommal 
rank than that for which he receives pay [ME, an offcial message, fr MF, 
fr OF, dim, of bref, bnef letter - more at 'brief] 

’brevet vt -tt-, -t- to confer a usu specified rank on by brevet 
breviary Arevi an, 'bree-, -yan/ n , often cap 1 a book containing the 
prayers, hymns, psalms, and readings for the canonical hours 2 divine 
OFFICE [L brevianum, fr brevis - more at ’brief] 
brevity Arevati/ n 1 shortness of duration; the quality of being bnef 2 
expression in few words; conciseness [L brevitas, fr brews] 

'brew /brooh/ vt 1 to prepare (e g beer or ale) by steeping, boiling, and 
fermentation or by infusion and fermentation 2 to contnve, plot - often 
+ up (-^ up a plany 3 to prepare (c g tea) by infusion in hot water ~ w 

1 to brew beer or ale 2 to be in the process of formation (a storm is - ing 
in the easty - often ^ up 2 chiefly Br to undergo infusion (left the tea 
to '^y [ME brewen, fr OE breowan, akin to L fervere to boil - more at 
'burn] - brewer n 

’brew n 1 b a brewed beverage b(l) an amount brewed at once (2) the 
quality of what is brewed (likes a nice strong '^ ) c a product of brewing 

2 the process of brewing 

.brewer's 'droop Arooh-az/ n, Br an inability to achieve penile 
erection after dnnking too much alcohol - slang 
brewer's yeast n a yeast used in brewin| and as a source of vitamins 
of the B complex 

brewery Arooh-ari/ n an establishmeni in which beer or ale is 
brewed 

'Brewster .sessions Aroohsta/ n pi the snnual sittings of magistnites 
at which licences to sell alcoholic drink lire issued or renewed [arch 
brewster (brewer)] 
brew up w, Br to make tea 
'brief Arie-a/ n 'brier 

’brier n 1 'brier 2 a tobacco pipe made from the root of a brier 
'bribe /brieb/ vt to induce or influence (as iO by bribery vi to practise 
bribery - bribable adj, briber n 

’bribe n sthg, esp money, given or promised to influence the judgment or 
conduct of a person [ME something stolen, fr MF, bread given to a 
beggar] 

bribery /briebCajri/ n the act or practice of giving or taking a bnbe 
brie-e-brac Arik.a ,brak/ n miscellaneous small articles, usu of orna- 
mental or sentimeiMhl value; curios [F bric-i-brac] 
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'brick /bnk/ n 1 a usu rectangular unit for building or paving purposes, 
typically not exceeding 21Smm x 102min x 65nim (atout Bin X 3^ in X 
2V4in) and made of moist clay hardened by heat building 2 a 
rectangular compressed mass (e g of ice cream) 3 a reliable stout hearted 
person; a stalwart (^Angelm you're a real - infml [ME bryke, fr MF 
brique, fr MD bricke, akin to OE brecan to break] 

*brick vt to close, face, or pave with bncks -usu ^ up up a disused 
entrance} 

'brick, bat /-.bat/ n 1 a fragment of a hard material (e g a brick), esp one 
used as a missile 2 a cntical remark 
'brick.fiald A.feeld/ n, Br a place where bncks are made 
brickie /'briki/ n a bricklayer - infml 

'bricklayer /-.laya/ n a person who is employed to lay bncks - 
bricklaying n 

.brick 'red adj or n reddish brown 

'brickwork A.wuhk/ n (the part oO a structure made from bncks and 
mortar Cl/" BUii ding 
'brick.yard /-.yahd/ n a bnckfield 
bridal Abnedl/ adj of or for a bride or wedding; nuptial 
bride /bned/ n a woman at the time of her wedding [ME, fr OE bryd: 
akin to OHG brut bnde] 

'bride.groom /-.groohm, -.groom/ n a man at the time of his wedding 
[ME bndegome, fr OE brydguma, akin to OHG brutigomo bndegroom, 
both fr a prehistonc NGmc-WGmc compound whose constituents arc 
represented by OE bryd A by OE guma man - more at homage] 
'bridesmaid /-.mayd/ n an unmarned girl or woman who attends a 
bnde 

'bridge /brij/ n la a structure spanning a depression or obstacle and 
supporting a roadway, railway, canal, or path b a time, place, or means 
of connection or transition 2a the upper bony part of the nose b an arch 
serving to raise the stnngs of a musical instrument c a raised platform 
on a ship from which it is directed d the support for a billiards or snooker 
cue formed esp by the hand 3a sthg (e g a partial denture permanently 
attached to adjacent natural teeth) that fills a gap b a conneetton (e g an 
atom or bond) that joins 2 different parts of a molecule (e g opposite sides 
of a nng) (ME bngge, fr OE brycg] akin to OHG brucka bridge, OSlav 
bruvuno beam] 

’bridge vt to make a bndge over or across; also to cross (e g a river) by 
a bridge - bridgeable adj 

’bridge n any of various card games for usu 4 players in 2 partnerships 
111 which players bid for the right to name a trump suit, and in which the 
hand of the declarer’s partner is exposed and play^ by the declarer, specif 
CONTRACI BRIDGE [alter of earlier bintch, of unknown ongin] 
'bridge.head /-.hed/ n la a fortification protecting the end of a bndge 
nearest an enemy b the area round the end of a bndge 2 an advanced 
position, usu beyond a bndge, (to be) seized in hostile terntory as a 
foothold for further advance 

.bridge 'roll n a small finger-shaped soft roll [prob fr 'bndge] 
'bridge.work A.wuhk/ n a dental bndge 

'bridging .loan Abnjmg/ n a short-term loan made to sby awaiting 
fmalization of a long-term loan or mortgage 
'bridle AbnedI/ n 1 a framework of leather straps buckled together round 
the head of a draught or nding animal, including the bit and reins, used 
to direct and control it 2 a length of secured cable, esp on a boat, to which 
a second cable can be attached (e g for moonng) 3 a curb, restraint (set 
a ^ on his power} [ME bride!, fr OE bride!-, akin to OE bregdan to move 
quickly - more at braid] 

’bridle vb bridling Abnedling/ vt 1 to put a bndle on 2 to restrain or 
control (as iO with a bndle <yoii must !eam to ^ your tongue} ^ w to 
show hostility or resentment (e g because of an affront), esp by drawing 
back the head and chin 

'bridle .path n a track or nght of way suitable for horseback nding 
'brldle,way /-,way/ bridle path 

bridoon /bri'doohn/ n a light snaffle bit used esp with a curb in a double 
bridle [F bridon, fr bride bridle] 

Brie /bree/ n a large round tream-coloured soft cheese ripened through 
bacterial action [F, fr Brie, district in France] 

'brief /breef/ adj 1 short in duration or extent 2 in few words; concise 
[ME bref, breve, fr MF brief, fr L brevis; akin to OHG murg short, Gk 
brachys] > briefly adv, brieftaen n 

’brief n 1 a papal directive, less binding than a bull 2a a synopsis, 
summary b(l) a statement of a client's case drawn up for the instruction 
of counsd (2) a case, or piece of employment, given to a barrister c a set 
of instructions outlining what is requir^, and usu setting limits to one's 
powers (e g in negotiating) (her ^ was to reduce British payments} 3 p! 


short close-fitting pants garment [ME bref, fr MF, fr ML brevis, 
fr LL, summary, fr L brevis, adj] - la brief in a few words; bnefly 
’brief vt 1 to provide with final instructions or necessary information 
joumahsts about the situation} 2 Br to retain (a barrister) as legal 
counsel 

'brief.case /-.kays/ n a flat rectangular case for carrying papers or 
books 

briefing Abreefing/ n (a meeting to give out) final instructions or 
necessary information 

'brier, briar Abne-a/ n a plant with a woody, thorny, or pnckly stem [ME 
brere, fr OE brer] - briery adj 

’brier, briar n a heath of S Europe with a root used for making pipes [F 
bruyere heath, fr (assumed) VL brucana, fr LL brucus heather, of Celt 
ongin, akin to Olr froech heather, akin to Gk erake heather] 

'brig /bng/ n a 2-masted square-ngged sailing vessel [short for tuigan- 
tine] 

’brig n a pnson in the US Navy [prob fr 'bng] 

'brigade /bn'gayd/ n 1 a large section of an army usu composed of a 
headquarters, several fighting units (e g infantry battalions or armoured 
regiments), and supporting units 2 an organized or umformed group of 
people (e g firemen) [F. fr It bngata, fr bngare] 

’brigade vt to form or unite into a bngade 
brigadier /.bnga'dia/ n rank [F, fr bngade] 

.brigadier 'general n rank 

brigalow /'bngaloh/ n, Austr any of several speaes of acacu foiming 
thick scrub [native name in Australia] 

brigand /'bngand/ n one who lives by plunder, usu as a member of a 
group, a bandit [ME bngaunt, fr MF bngand, fr Olt bngante, fr brigare 
to fight, fr bnga strife, of Celt ongin, akin to Olr bng strength] - ^ 
brigandage n. brigandism n 

brigandine /'bngan.deen, -dm/ n medieval body armour of mail or plate 
[ME. fr MF, fr bngand] 

brigantine Abngan.teen/ n a 2-masted square-ngged sailing vessel 
diflenng from a brig in not carrying a square mainsail [MF bngantin, fr 
Olt bngantino, fr bngante] 

bright /bnet/ adj la radiating or reflecting light; shining b radiant with 
happiness < faces} 2 of a colour of high saturation or brilliance 3a 
intelligent, clever b lively, charming (be and jovial among your guests 

- $hak> c promising, talented [ME, fr OE beorht; akin to OHG beraht 
bnght, Skt bhrajate it shines] - bright adv, brightly adv, brightacn n 

.bright and 'early adv very early in the morning - infml 
brighten Abnctn/ vb to make or become bnght or bnghter - often + up 

- brightener n 

bright lights n p! {the false gaiety and allure oO an urban area offering 
a vanety of entertainments 

Bright's di,sease Abnets/ n any of several kidney diseases marked by 
albumin in the unne [Richard Bnght tlBSB E physician] 
'brightwork /-,wuhl^ n polished or plated metalwork 
brill /bnl/ n, p! brill (a European flatfish related to) the turbot [perh fr 
Com brythe! mackerel] 

'brilliant Abnlyant, -li ant/ adj 1 very bnght; glittering 2a striking, 
distinctive <a ^ example} b having great intellectual ability 3 of high 
quality, good - infml [F bnllant, prp of bnller to shine, fr It bnllare, prob 
fr brillo beryl, fr L beryllus] - brilliascc n, brilliascy n, brilUastly adv 
’brilliant n a gem, esp a diamond, cut with numerous facets for maximum 
bnlliance 

brilliantine Abrilyan.tcen/ n a preparation for making hair glossy and 
smooth 

'brim /bnm/ n 1 the edge or rim of a hollow vessel, a natural depression, 
or a cavity 2 the projecting nm of a hat [ME bnmme; akin to MHG bran 
edge] - brimicss adj 
’brim w -nm- to be full to the bnm 
brimful /.brimfool/ adj full to the brim; ready to overflow 
-brimmed /-brimd/ comb form (- adj) having (such) a brim <a 
n^e-bnmmed hat} 
brim over vi to overflow a bnm 

brimstone Abrim,stohn/ n suipmur 1 [ME brinston, prob fr bimen to 
bum ^ ston stone] 

brindle Abrindl/ n a brindled colour [brindled, handle, adj] 
brindled Abrind(a)ld/ adj having obscure dark streaks or flecks on a grey 
or tawny ground [alter, of arch brinded, fr ME brende, brended; prob 
akin to OE brand brand, fire - more at brand] 

'brine /bnen/ n water (almost) saturated with common salt [ME, fir OE 
btyne, akin to MD brine brine, L fricare to rub - more at friction] - 
briny adj, brininess n 
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*brine W to treat with brine (e g by soaking) 

Bri'nell .number /bri'nel/ n a number expressing the hardness of a 
metal or alloy (Johann Brinell tl92S Sw engineer] 
bring /bring/ vt broaght /brawt/ la to convey (sthg) to a place or person; 
come with or cause to come b(l) to attract <his screams brought the 
neighbours'^ (2) to force, compel ^cannot ^ myself to do it} (3) to cause 
to achieve a particular condition water to the boil) 2a to cause to 
occur, lead to (^winter will ^ snow and ice) b to initiate legal acUon'y 
c to offer, present an argumenC) 3 prefer 3 <~ a charge'^ 4 to sell 
for (a price) (the car should ^ £8(Kf) [ME bnngen, fr OE bnngan; akin 
to OHG bringan to bnng. W hebrwng to accompany] - bringer n - bring 
hoBM to make unmistakably clear to - bring to bear 1 to put to use <bnng 
knowledge to bear on the problem^ 2 to apply, exert <bring pressure to 
bear on the management'^ - bring to book 1 to put in a position in which 
one must answer for one*s acts 2 to cause to be reproved - bring to light 
to disclose, reveal - bring to mind to cause to be recalled - bring up the 
rear to come last 

bring about vt to cause to take place, effect 
bring down vr 1 to cause to fall or come down 2 to kill by shooting 
<brought the bear down with one shoO 3 to reduce 4 to cause to be 
depressed - usu pass - bring the house down to win the enthusiastic 
approval of the audience 

bring forth vt 1 to bear <brought forth /n/i/> 2 to give birth to; produce 
3 to offer, present <brought forth arguments to justify her conduct'^ 
bring forward vr 1 to produce to view; introduce 2 to carry (a total) 
forward (e g to the top of the next page) 

bring in vr 1 to produce as profit or return (this will bnng in the money'} 

2 to introduce 3 to pronounce (a verdict) in court 4 to earn (she bnngs 
in a good salary} 

bring off vr to carry to a successful conclusion; achieve, accomplish 
bring on vr 1 to cause to appear or occur 2 to improve, help 
bring out vr 1 to make clear 2a to present to the public; specif to publish 
b to introduce (a young woman) formally to society 3 to utter 4 to cause 
(sby) to be afflicted with a rash, spots, etc - usu + in S to encourage to 
be less reticent - esp in bnng somebody out of htm^/herself 6 chiefly Br 
to instruct or cause (workers) to go on stake 

bring round vr 1 to cause to adopt a particular opinion or course of 
action; persuade 2 to restore to consciousness; revive 
bring to vr 1 to cause (a boat) to lie to or come to a standstill 2 hrino 
ROUND 2 

bring up vr 1 to educate, rear 2 to cause to stop suddenly 3 to bnng 
to attention; introduce 4 to vomit 

brinjal /Vinpl/ n an aubergine [Pg bnngelbif beringela, fr Ar badhinjan, 
fr Per badingan] 

brink /bringk/ n 1 an edge; esp the edge at the top of a steep place 2 
the verge, onset (on the ^ of war} [ME, prob of ^nd ongin, akin to 
ON brekka slope; akin to L front-, frons forehead] 
brinkmanship /1>ringkman,$hip/ n the art of going to the very brink 
of conflict, danger, etc before drawing back [bnnk + -manship (as in 
horsemanship)] 

briny /bneni/ n (the water oO the sea [briny, adj, fr bnne + -y] 
brio /l>ree*oh/ n enthusiastic vigour; vivacity, verve [It] 
briocha /bree'osh/ o a light slightly sweet bread roll made with a nch 
yeast dough [F, fr MF dial, fr brier to knead, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG 
brehhan to break - more at break] 

briquette, briguet /brilcet/ n a compacted block, usu of coal-dust [F 
briquette, dim. of brique brick] 

briak /brisk/ adj 1 ke^y alert; lively 2 fresh, invigorating (^ weather} 

3 energetic, quick (a ~ pace} 4 sharp in tone or manner - chiefly euph 
[prob modif of MF brusque - more at brusque] - briskly adv, brisk- 

briaket /Ivriskit/ n a joint of beef cut from the breast; broadly the breast 
or lower chest of a 4-l^ed animal meat [ME bniskef; akin to OE 
bnaat breast] 

brialing, britCliBg /lirizling, 1)115-/ n a small herring that resembles a 
sardine [Norw brisling, fr LG bretling, fr bret broad; akin to OE brad 
broad] 

'brietle /Imsl/ n a short stiff coarse hair or filament [ME brislil, fr brust 
bristle, fr OE byrat, akin to OHG burst bristle, L fastigium top] 
Hariatla vb brialUng /Inisling, l>risl-ing/ vi la to rise and stand stiffly 
erect (quills bristling in all directions} b to raise the bristles (e g in anger) 
2 to take on an aggressive attitude or appearance (e g in response to a 
slight) 3 to be filled or thickly covered (with sthg suggestive of bristles) 
t Us provide with bristles 3 to make bristly; rulfle| 


'briatle.tail /-.tayl/ n any of various wingless insects with 2 or 3 slender 
bristles at the hind end of the body 

bristly /*bnsli/ adj la consisting of or resembling bristles b thickly 
covered with bnstles 2 tending to bnstle easily, belligerent 
‘Bristol .fashion /'bristi/ adj in good order; spick-and-span - usu in all 
shipshape and Bristol fashion [Bristol, England, important seaport] 
‘bristols I) pi, Br breasts - vulg [rhyming slang Bristol (City) titty, 
breast] 

Brit /bnt/ n a Bntish person - infml 

Britannia .metal /bn'tanya/ n a silver-white alloy of tin, antimony, 
and copper [Bntannia, poetic name for Great Bntain, fr L] 

Britannia silver n silver of at lea.st 95.84 per cent punty 
Britannic /bn'tamk/ adj Bntish - fml (Her ^ Majesty} 
britches /bnchiz/ n pi breeches 

'British /‘bntish/ n 1 the Celtic language of the ancient Batons 2 pi in 
constr the people of Bntam 3 chiefly NAm English as typically sp^en 
and wntten in Britain [ME Bruttische of Bntain, fr OE Brettisc, of Celt 
origin; akin to W Brython Baton] 

^British adj of Bntain, its people, or their language history 

- Britishneas n 

Britisher /britisha/ n, chiefly NAm rriton 2 
.British 'Summer .Time n time 1 hour ahead of Greenwich Mean 
Time that is used in Bntain during the summer and is the same as Central 
European Time - compare dayught saving time 
.British 'thermal .unit n the quantity of heat required to raise the 
temperature of lib of water by I’F under standard conditions 

UNIT 

Briton /brit(a)n/ n 1 a member of any of the peoples inhabiting Bntain 
before the Anglo-Saxon invasions 2 a native, inhabitant, or subject of 
Bntain [ME Breton, fr MF & L; MF, fr L Baton-, Bnto, of Celt ongm. 
akin to W Brython] 

brittle /bntl/ adj la ea.siiy broken or cracked b insecure, frail (a 
fnendship} 2 easily hurt or ofTcndcd, sensitive (a ^ personality} 3 
sharp, tense (a sound} 4 lacking warmth or depth of feeling 
gaiety} [ME bntil\ akin to OE brartan to break, Skt bhruna embryo] - 
brittlely /‘britl-i/ adv, brittleness n 

brittle star n any of a subcla.s$ or class of starfish that have slender 
flexible arms 

'broach /brohch/ n 1 any of vanous pointed or tapered tools eg a a bit 
for bonng holes b a tool for tapping casks 2 a spit for roasting meat [ME 
broche, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL brocca, fr L, fern of broccus project- 
ing] 

’broach vt la to pierce (a container, esp a cask or bottle) pnor to using 
the contents; tap b to open up or break into (e g a store or stock of sthg) 
and start to use 2 to open up (a subject) for di.scussion 
’broach vi , of a boat to change direction dangerously, esp so as to lie 
broadside to the waves - usu » to ^vt to cause (a boat) to broach [perh 
fr ^broach] 

'broad /brawd/ adj la having ample extent from side to side or between 
limits shoulders} b in width; across (made the path 10 feet ^>2 
extending far and wide; spacious (the ^ plains} 3a open, full - esp in 
broad daylight b plain, obvious (a ^ hint} 4 marked by lack of restraint 
or delicacy; coarse 5a liberal, tolerant b widely applicable or applied; 
general 6 relating to the main points <~ outlines} 7 dialectal, esp in 
pronunciation Hof a vowel open - used specif of a pronounced as /ah/ 
[ME brood, fr OE brad, akin to OHG breit broad] - broadly adv 
’broad adv in a broad manner; fully 

’broad n 1 the broad part (-^ of his back} 2 often cap, Br a large area 
of fresh water formed by the broadening of a nver - usu pi; used chiefly 
with reference to such formations found in ^ Anglia 3 a prostitute - slang 
4 chiefly NAm a woman - slang 

.broad 'arrow o 1 an arrow with a flat barbed head 2 Bra mark like 
a broad arrow that identifies government property, including clothing 
formerly worn by convicts 

.broad 'bean n (the large flat edible seed of) a widely cultivated Old 
Work! leguminous plant 

'broadcast /l>rawd.kahst/ adj cast or scattered in all directions [Abroad 
+ castt fr pp of 'cast] 

’broadebst n 1 the act of transmitting ^ radio or television 2 a single 
radio or television programme USE television 
’broadcaat vb broadcaat also broadcasted vt 1 to scatter or sow (seed) 
broadcast 2 to make w^ly known 3 to transmit as a broadcaat, esp for 
widespread reception television vv 1 to transmit a broadcast 2 
to sp^ or perform on a broadcast programme - broadcaster n 
’broadcast adv to or over a broad area 
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.Broad 'Church adj of 19th-c liberal Anglicanism 
'broad.cloth /-.kloth/ n a twilled napped woollen or worsted fabnc with 
a smooth lustrous finish and dense texture 
broaden /lirawdn/ vb to make or become broad 
'broad .jump n, NAm long jump 
'broad.leaf /-.leef/ adj broad-leaved 

.broad-'leavad adj having broad leaves; specif, of a tree not conifer- 
ous 

'broad.loom /-.loohm/ n or adj (a carpet) woven on a wide loom 
, broad-minded adj tolerant of vaned views, unconventional behaviour, 
etc; liberal - broad-mindedly adv, broad-mindcdneaa n 
'broad,sheet /-.sheet/ n 1 a large sheet of paper pnnted on I side only; 
also sthg (e g an advertisement) pnnted on a broadsheet 2 a newspaper 
whose page depth is the full size of a rotary press plate - compare 

TAHIXIID 

''broad, aide /-.sied/ n 1 the side of a ship above the waterline 2 a 
broadsheet 3a (the simultaneous finng oO all the guns on 1 side of a ship 
b a forceful verbal or wntten attack 

’broadside adv with the broadside or broader side towards a given object 
or point 

,broad-'spectrum adj effective against vanous insects or microorgan- 
isms <a antibiotic^ 

'broad.sword /-.sawd/ n a sword with a broad blade for cutting rather 
than thrusting 

Broadway /"brawdway/ n the New York commercial theatre and 
amusement world [Broadway, street in New York on or near which were 
once located n^nst of the city's legitimate theatres] - Broadway adj 
Brobdingnagian /.brobding'nagi an/ adj gigantic, towenng [Brob- 
dingnag, imaginary country inhabited by giants in Gulliver's Travels by 
Jonathan Swift tl745 Ir satinst] 

brocade /bra'kayd/ n a nch (silk) fabric woven with raised patterns [Sp 
brocado, fr Catal brocat, fr It broccato, fr broccare to spur, brocade, fr 
brocco small nail, fr L broccus projecting] - brocade vt, brocaded adj 
brocatelle /.brolu'tel/ n a stiff fabnc with patterns in high relief (F, fr 
It broccatello, dim of broccato] 

broccoli /nbrokali/ /? 1 a large hardy cauliflower 2 broccoli, sprouting 
broccoli a branching form of cauliflower whose young shoots are used for 
food [It, pi of broccolo flowenng top of a cabbage, dim of brocco small 
nail, sprout] 

broch /brokh, brawkh/ n any of several ancient fortified circular towers 
found in the N and W of Scotland and adjacent islands [Sc broch, bruch, 
lit., borough, fr ME (Sc) brugh, alter of ME burgh - more at bor- 
ough] 

brochette /bro'shet, broh-/ n (food gnlled on) a skewer [F, fr OF 
brochete, fr broche pointed tool - more at broach] 
brochure /'brohsha, broh'shooa/ n a small pamphlet [F. fr brocher to 
sew, fr MF, to pnek, fr OF brochier, fr broche] 
brock /brok/ n, archaic a badger - now used chiefly in stones as a name 
for the badger [ME, fr OE broc, of Cell ongin; akin to W broch 
badger] 

brocket /'brokit/ Ji 1 a male red deer 2 years old ~ compare prickft 
2 any of several small S Amcncan deer with unbranched horns [ME 
broket, prob modif of ONF brocard, brockart fallow deer 1 year old] 
broderie anglaite /.brohdari 'ong-glez, , — '-/ 1 openwork embroid- 
ery, usu in white thread, on white fine cloth 2 cloth embroidered with 
brodene anglaise [F. lit . English embroidery] 

'brogue /brohg/ n a stout walking shoe characterized by decorative 
perforations on the uppers garmlnf [IrGael A ScGi-el brog, fr 
Mir broc, fr ON brok leg covering; akin to OE broc leg covenng - more 
at breech] 

’brogue n a dialect or regional pronunciation; esp an Insh accent [perh 
fr IrGael barrog wrestling hold, bond (as in banvg teangan lisp, lit., hold 
of the tongue)] 

broil /broyl/ vt to cook by direct exposure to radiant heat (e g over a Tire); 
specif, NAm to gnll ^ vi to become extremely hot [ME broilen, fr MF 
bruler to bum, modif of L Tulare to singe, fr ustus, pp of urere to 
bum] 

broiler /l>royla/ n a bird suitable for gnlling; esp a young chicken [broil 
+ '-er] 

'broke /brohk/ past of break 

’broke adj penniless > infml; compare stony-broke [ME, alter, of 
broken] 

broken /^rohkan/ adj 1 violently separated into parts; shattered 2a 
having undergone or been subjected to fracture <a ^ leg^ h of a land 
surface irregular, interrupted, or full of obstacles ground) c not 


fulfilled, violated <a ~ promise) d discontinuous, interrupted 3a made 
weak or infirm b subdued completely; crushed <a ^ spirit) c not 
working; defective 4a cut off; disconnected b adversely affected or 
disrupted by marital separation or divorce marnage) <a ^ home) c 
imperfect English) [ME, fr OE brocen, fr pp of brecan to break] - 
brokenly adv, brokennesa n 

.broken-'down adj 1 in a state of disrepair; wrecked, dilapidated 2 
spiritually or physically ill or exhausted 
.broken'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj overcome by gnef or despair 
.broken 'wind /wind/ n a chronic respiratory disease bf horses marked 
by a persistent cough and heaving of the flanks - brokea-winded adj 
broker /'brohka/ n 1 one who acts as an intermediary (e g in a business 
deal) 2 an agent who negotiates contracts of purchase and sale (e g of 
commodities or securities) [ME, negotiator, fr (assumed) AF brocour, 
akin to OF broche pointed tool, tap of a cask - more at broach] 
brokerage /T)rohk(3)nj/ n 1 the basiness of a broker 2 the fee or 
commission for transacting business as a broker 
broking /'brohking/ n brokerage I [fr prp of obs broke (to negotiate), 
prob back-formation fr broker] 

brolga /Ijrolga/ n an Australian bird that is a large crane with grey 
plumage [native name in Australia] 

brolly /Tjroh/ n, chiefly Br an umbrella - infml [by shortening A 
alter ] 

brom- /brohm-/ , bromo- comb form bromine <bromo6e/izefie> [prob fr 
F brome, fr Gk bromos bad smell] 
bromate /1>rohmayt/ n a salt of bromic acid 
bromeliad /broh'meeliad/ n any of a family of chiefly tropical Amencai 
plants including the pineapple and vanous ornamental plants [N1 
Bromelia, genus of tropical Amencan plants, fr Olaf Bromelius 1 1 70S Sv 
botanist] 

bromic /l>rohmik/ adj of or containing (pentavalent) bromine 
.bromic 'acid n an unstable strongly oxidizing acid 
bromide /Ijrohmied/ n 1 a compound of bromine with another element 
or radical, esp any of vanous bromides formerly used as sedatives 2 a 
commonplace or hackneyed statement or notion 
bromine /'brohmecn, -min/ n a nonmetallic element, usu occurring as 
a deep red corrosive toxic liquid periodic table [F brome bromine 
-K E -me] 

bronch- /brongk-/, broncho- comb form bronchial tube; bronchial 
<bronchir«> [prob fr F, throat, fr LL, fr Gk. fr bronchos - more at 
craw] 

bronchi- /brongki-/, bronebio- comb form bronchial tubes <bronchiecta- 
sis) (NL, frbro/ich/a, pi, branchesofthebronchi, frGk.dim of bronchos 
bronchus] 

bronchial /l>rongki-»l/ adj of the bronchi or their ramifications in the 
lungs - bronchially adv 

bronchiectasis /.brongki'ektasis/ n abnormal dilation of the bronchial 
tubes, often as a result of infection [NL] 

bronchiole /l>rongkiohl/ n a minute thin-walled branch of a bronchus 
3“ DIGESTION [NL bronchiolum, dim. of bronchia] ~ broschiolar 
/.brongki'ohb/ adj 

bronchitis /brong'kietas/ n (a disea.se marked by) acute or chronic 
inflammation of the bronchial tubes accompanied by a cough and catarrh 
[NL] - bronchitic /brong'kitik/ adj 

bronchopneumonia /.brongkohnyoo'mohnya, -ni a/ n pneumonia 
involving many widely scattered but small patches of lung tissue [NL] 
bronchus /lirongkas/ n, pi bronchi /'brongki, -kie/ either of the 2 main 
branches of the windpipe digestion [NL, fr Gk bronchos] 
bronco /'brongkoh/ n. pi broncos an unbroken or imperfectly broken 
horse of western N Amenca [MexSp, fr Sp, rough, wild] 
brontosaurus /.bronta'sawras/ n any of various large 4-legged and prob 
plant-eating dinosaurs [denv of Gk bronte thunder (akin to Gk bremein 
to roar) + sauros lizard - more at saurian] 

'bronze /bronz/ vt 1 to give the appearance of bronze to 2 to make brown 
or tanned 

’bronze n 1 any of vanous copper-base alloys, esp one contaimng tin 2 
a sculpture or artefact made of bronze 3 a yellowish-brown colour 4 
BRONZE medal <woii a ^ iji the 100 metres) [F, fr It bronzo, perh fr 
Per binnj, pirinj copper] - bronze adj, bronzy adj 
'Bronze Agt n the period of human culture characterized by the use of 
bronze or copper tools and weapons 

,bronze 'medal n a medal of bronze awarded to sby who comes third 
in a competition - bronze ■edsUist n 

brooch /brohch/ n an ornament worn on clothing and fastened by means 
of a pin [ME broche pointed tool, brooch - more at broach] 
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A TABLE OF MAJOR EVENTS IN BRITISH HISTORY 


O 

OC 


A01 


CD 

UJ 

5 o 
o fZ 

3 

o 

o 

100 


104100 BC ice cap recedes Land bridge between Britain and Continent covered with water 
Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic) culture - reindeer hunting 
9000-0000 Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic) culture - deer hunting shaped flints oxen 
4500 (ca) Malemose (Mesolithic) culture 

2700 Windmill Hill culture (Neolithic) Slash & burn farming Indo Europeans enter S F Britain 
Megaliths - Stonehenge Ancestors of Picts in Scotland Dead buried in barrows 
1900 Bronze Age men arrive Round burial mounds Iberian type 
Beaker People distinctive pottery 

1000 

000 Some immigration in SE England by early Celtic tribes 
Cremation of dead Aryan languages 
Ploughs 

500 Hallstatt Celts (early Iron Age) mterSE England 

Two language types Goidels (ancestors of Irish Scottish Highlanders Manx) Brythons (ancestors of Welsh and Cornish) 
375 Hallstatt Celts occupy all southern England Trade m tin with Continent 
323 Hallstatt Celts in all England Iberians still dominate Scotland Ireland 
301 Hallstatt Celts move into Si otiand 
250 Hallstatt Celts move further into Scotland 

220 Hallstatt Celts reach Highlands La Tene Celts (same as Gauls) enter S E England 

190 I a Tene Celts dominate south of England Hallstatt ( elts dominate all but east Highlands & Ireland 

150 Hallstatt Celts squeezed by Ligurian resurgence from Highlands La Tene occupation of Lowlands 

75 La Tene Celts in England Iberians in Scotland and Ireland 

55 Julius Caesar crosses to Britain from Gaul to reconnoitre for future invasion 

54 Caesar s second visit 

44 Belgae (a strong confederation of Gauls) occupy 9 1 England heavy plough 

Much trade with province of Gaul Ford at site of London develops into a trading post after Claudian i onquest 


43 Emperor Claudius conquers east and south Defeats Caractacus and captures Camulodunum (Coli hester) 

47 Governor of Britain establishes frontier from Severn to Trent 

51 Caractacus defeated in Wales 

61 Boudicca (Boadicea) leads Iceni tribe in rebellion 

62 Boudicca defeated 

60 Tribe of Bngantes defects 

74 Bngantes defeated 

79 Wales finally subjugated 

01-04 Agricola builds fortresses between Forth and Clyde to contain Picts 
99-110 Isca (Exeter) Deva (Chester) and Eboracum (York) fortresses rebuilt in stone 


200 


Romans established five self qover/iing cities (St Albans Colchester Lincoln Gloucester and York) and divided the rest of the 
country into tribal districts ruled by loyal Celtic chiefs where possible 
117 Revolt in northern Britain 

120 Hadrian visits Britain starts Hadrian s Wail from Solway to Tyne 
139-42 Romans advance north build Antonine Wall from Forth to Clyde 
155-59 Revolt in Scotland put down 

100 Revolt in Scotland Antonine Wall broken 

197 Maeatae overrun Hadrian s Wall Destroy Eboracum Romans regain control rebuild forts 


300 


211 

212 

259-74 

207 

293 

296 


Hadrian s Wall rebuilt Emperor Severus leads campaign against Caledonians 
Severus dies at Eboracum 

Caracalla divides Britain into two provinces grants Roman citizenship to all free provincials 

Britain forms part of Gallic Empire under Postumus and his successors 

Religion of Mithras popular with soldiers and merchants 

Carausius commander of the British fleet usurps Britain and northern Gaul 

Carausius killed and replaced by Aliectus 

Constantius Caesar recaptures Britain builds up Deva and Eboracum - reorganizes Britain into four provinces 


300 

313-14 


304 

307 


Emperor Constantius dies at Eboracum 

After Edict of Toleration recognized Christian Church three Britrsh bishops attended Council of Arles 
Attempts to pacify Picts and Scots 
Raids by Ficts Scots Attacotti Saxons 

Invasion by Picts Scots Attacotti Saxon pirates Count of Saxon Shore killed Duke of Britain defeated 
Count Theodosius restores Ronnan control 

Revolt by Magnus Maximum p|feated by Theodosius Hadrian s Wall overrun and never rebuilt 


3* HISTORY 
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406-10 All Roman legions removed from Britain British cities must defend themselves 

432-61 St Patrick brings Christianity to Ireland 

446 British make final appeal to Home fur protection 

449 Vortigern invites Hengest and Horsa and other Saxons to help defend Britain against the Picts Instead they establish a Jutish 

kingdom in Kent and many more Saxons enter Britain 

460-00 Ambrosius Aurelianus Romano British leader keeps Saxons in S E England 

490 (ca) Arthur Romano British leader defeats Saxons at Mount Badon and delays their westward expansion 

9UU 

cnn 

511 Arthur killed at Battle of Camlann 

550-90 West Saxons defeat Welsh at Deorham Gloucestershire but are then checked 

Christianity survives in Wales throughout this period 

563 St Columha brings Irish Christianity to Scotland Founds monastery at Iona 

591 Augustine a Roman monk brings Roman Christianity to Kent under King Ethelbert 

600 First Archbishop of Canterbury 

700 

616 Northumbrian Saxons separate Britons in Wales from those in the North by winning battle at Chester 

627 Edwin King of Northumbria is converted to Roman Christianity by Ethelberga and Paulmus from Kent 

Founding of Edinburgh Saxons occupy lowlands 

633 Pcnda of Mercia champion of paganism kills Edwin but Irish Christianity takes root in Northumbria under the leadership of 

Aldan from Iona He founded Lindisfarne monastery 

655 Oswy leunites Northumbria kills Penda Mercia accepts Christianity 

664 Synod of Whitby Oswy derides that the North will accept the authority of Roman Christianity 

Cultural llowermq of Anglo Saxon literature Caedmon the poet learning fostered by Theodore of Tarsus next Archbishop of 
( anterbury Latin and Greek scholarship Schools 

690 1 aws of Inc of Wessex written down 

AfUl 

673- 735 Vtrier ible Bede writes History of the English Chun h and People at Jarrow 

Heptarchy of the seven Saxon kingdoms takes shape Northumbria Merna Wessex Kent Sussex East Anglia Essex 

First three are dominant 

757-96 Offa II rule i Mercia Dyke built as defence from Welsh Mercia strongest kingdom 

787 Fust appe jr ince of Danes at Weymouth 

Akuin of York takes English learning to court of Charlemagne 

ouu 

onn _ 

800 Century of Viking 1 aids 

825 1 qbert breaks Mercia s power Wessex now strongest kingdom 

Saxons have moots to decide on actions Annual Wiianmoots 

851 Danes attempt major invasion by sea 

866-71 Danes settle on land and raid on horseback 

871-900 Alfred the Great 

877 Danes fail at second invasion attempt at Swanage Alfred drives them from Exeter 

878 Alfred defeats Danes under Guthrum at Ethandune Guthrum accepts Christianity and agrees to live m Danelaw by peace of 

Wedmore There are further Danish raids by sea however Alfred revives schooling learning Anglo Saxon Chronicle started 

«fUU 

900 40 Edward the Elder and Athelstan conquer Danelaw and become first kings of all England though York not finally defeated until 954 

937 Athelstan defeats league of Scots British and Danes at Brunanburgh 

959-75 Edgar next strong king Supports Dunstan s reforms of monasteries inspired by Clunir reforms in France Dunsian becomes 

Arrhbi .hop of Canterbury Unites crown and i hurch inu i '.tv 

975-79 Edward the Martyr s short reign ends in murder 

979-1016 Ethelred the Redeless (Unready) fails tn resist new Danish invasions 

1000 *“ 

1001 Danish land tax Danegeld is paid 

1002 Fthelred massacres Danes 

1003-13 Sweyn Fork beard raids England in revenge 

1016 Edmund Ironside elected king after Ethelred dies but he is defeated by Danes and murdered 

1016 Canute King of Denmark Norway and Hebrides becomes King of England - reconciles English and Danes church and state 

1031 Malcolm II of Scotland swears allegiance to Canute 

1036 Canute dies Succeeded by short reigns of Harthacanute and Harald 

1042-66 Edward the Confessor Norman influence increases in England 

Robert of Jumieges becomes Archbishop of Canterbury and leads Norman party against Godwin Earl of Wessex 

1063 Godwin dies Harold becomes Earl of Wessex 

1066 Edward dies Harold elected king by Witan 

Harold defeats Tostiq and Harald Hardrada at Stamford Bridge 

William Duke of Normandy defeats English at Battle of Hastings 
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BRITISH ISLES 


EUROPE 



WILLIAM 1 

WILLIAM II 
RUFUS 

1100 — 

HENRY 1 

STEPHEN 

HENRY II 

RICHARD 1 


l&UU — 

JOHN 

HENRY III 

EDWARD 1 

1300 — 

EDWARD II 

i 

EDWARD III 

RICHARD li 

HENRY IV 


1061 William completes conquest of southern England 

1069 Edgar and Edwin of Northumbria and Morcar of Mercia rebel 
William defeats them and lays waste the North 

1070- 71 Hereward the Wake stands at Ely but is defeated 

1070 The Norman Lanfranc becomes Archbishop of Canterbury 

1075 William suppresses Norman barons and consolidates his rule by building castles granting land to 

barons who owe duty directly to him 

1086 Salisbury Decree regulates feudal system m England 

1086 Domesday Survey made for taxation 

1067 

1069-93 No Archbishop of Canterbury until Anselm 
1100 William mysteriously killed 


1087 William killed in Normandy 
1096 Robert Duke of Normandy 
joins First Crusade 


1106 Henry and Anselm compromise on powers of church and state 
Curia Regis and Exchequer become separate 
1120 Henr> s legitimate male heir dies at sea 

1126 Council swears allegiance to Matilda Henry s daughter wife of Geoffrey Plantagenet 
1135-54 War of Succession between Stephen and Matilda 
Cistercian monasteries founded especially in North on wasteland 
Develop sheep farming later to become basis of England s wool trade 

1153 Peace of Wallingford settles inheritance on Matilda s son 

1154 First Plantagenet king of England 
1154 Thomas a Becket becomes Chancellor Nicholas Breakspear 
becomes Adrian IV only English Pope 
1162 Chancellor Thomas b Becket becomes Archbishop of 
Canterbury Becket and Henry quarrel about church authority 
1170 Thomas a Becket murdered 
1189 

1190-93 Richard joins Third Crusade 
1194-90 Hubert Walter rules while Richard is in Normandy 

1199-1200 Justices of the Peace begin 

-- 


WALES 

By 1100 Normans establish 
Marcher Loids on bolder 
1194-1240 Llewelyn the Great 
reconquers Powys 
1263-65 Llewelyn ap Griffith 
supports Simon de Montfort 
1277-84 Conquest of Wales 
by Edward I Castles built to 
keep power 

1300-1425 fraditional tales 
now I ailed Mahinogion and 
Book of Taliessen written 
down 


1106 Henry defeats Robert in 
Normandy and imprisons him 
1113-21 Wars m France 
Henry ru'r s England Normandy 
Brittany Anjou Maine rourainc 
Aquitaine (from his wife Eleanor) 
and Toulouse 


1189 Henry II dies aflet oons 
rebellion 

1199 Hiihird killed in France 


1206-13 John struggles with Pope Innocent III about election 
of Stephen Langdon as Archbishop of Canterbury After papal interdict of 
5 years John agrees 

1216 Magna Carta establishes basic rights of free man 

Founding of colleges at Oxford and Cambridge during this reign 

1244 Barons demand power to supervise Treasury 

1263 Simon de Montfort reforms Parliament invites two knights from 

each shire two burghers from each town 

1266 Simon de Montfort killed rebellion crushed 

1272 Wars against French Scots Welsh 

1290 Edward I expels Jews 

1295 Model Parliament with representatives from towns and shires 
grants money for wars against Scots and French 


1307 Edward I dies marching against Robert Bruce 
1312 Edward II s favourite Piers Gaveston killed by barons 
who take power 

1322 Edward recovers powers of crown from barons 

1326-27 Queen Isabella and Roger Mortimer with barons Repose 

Edward who is killed 

1327 

1330 Edward III takes full power from Isabella and Mortimer 

Black Death ravages Europe kills a third of the English 

1351-66 Series of statutes makes England more independent of 

continental and papal laws Statute of Labourers fixes wages and prices 

1377 John of Gaunt dominant in Parliament 

John Wycliffe preaches Lollardiy translates Bible into English 

1391 Peasants Revolt against taxes restrictions Peasants defeated 

1389 Geoffrey Chaucer writes Canterbury Tales 

1399-99 Henry Boimgbroke and Richard II struggle for Crown Richard II 

captured Dies in 1400 

1399 First Lancastrian king of England 


SCOTLAND 

1100 Scottish kingship was 
Anglo Norman 
1124-53 David I invades 
England during Stephen s 
wars 

1136 Scots clansmen lose 
Battle of the Standard 
1290 Succession ( risis 
Edward I chooses John Balliol 
1297 William Wallace defeats 
English at Stirling 
1290 English defeat Wallace 
at Falkirk 

1314 Robert Bruce defeats 
English at Bannockburn 
Becomes king till 1327 
1346 Scots invade England 
but lose battle at Neville s 
Cross Scots retain 
independence and ally with 
French henceforth 


1202- 04 John loses all French 
possess on‘‘ except AquitJine 
to Philip II of France 
1226 Great Council refuses 
payment In Pope Early 
bx implb of English 
indcpbiidence 

Fdward makes many attempts 
to regain French lands 
Franc e supports barons against 
Edward II 


IRELAND 

1014 Brian Boru fails to unite 
Celts but stops Normans at 
Clontarf 

1199-71 Richard de Clare 
leads adventurers in 
conquering Ireland with 
support of Pope Adrian IV 
1394 Richard II visits Ireland 
reforms administration 
1399 Richard II returns to 
Ireland to crush rebellion 


1337-1453 Hundred Years 
War between France and 
Engl^id caused by French 
support for Scotland French 
attacks in Gascony and 
interference with English wool 
trade Key events to 1399 

1) English victory at CrOcy 
1346 

2) English capture French King 
at Poitiers 1356 

3) Treaty of Bretigny 1360 
England gams S W France 

4) War renewed 1369 Black 
Prince sacks Limoges 1370 
French win back some 
territories 

1350-72 Sea battles with 
Spam 
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1400 

HENRY V 
HENRY VI 


EDWARD IV 


EDWARD J/ 
RICHARD III 

HENRY VII 


1500 

HENRY VIII 


EDWARD VI 

MARY 

ELIZABETH I 


1400-15 Welsh rebel under Owen Glendower Gradually worn down 

1406 Parliament gams control of all public grants of money 

1408 Last of three revolts of Percys put down 

1413 Henry has support of Parliament 

Lollards persecuted during this reign 

1422 Henry V dies, leaving infant son 

Duke of Gloucester becomes Regent 

1445 Henry VI marries Margaret of An)ou as move towards peace with France - she later supports him 
during Wars of the Roses 

1450 Rivalry between House of Lancaster and York begins 

1453 First attack of mental illness in Henry VI Duke of York becomes Protector 

1455-85 Wars of the Roses 

1455 first battle in St Albans 

1461 

1461 Edward IV defeats Henry at Towton 

1469 Sir Thomas Malory wntas ‘Morte d' Arthur' 

1470 Earl of Warwick restores Henry VI 

1471 Edward defeats Henry at Tewkesbury Henry killed in the Tower 
1477 Caxton sets up first printing press in Fnglartd at Westminster 
1480 War with Scotland 

1483 

1483 E-lward V and his brother Richard, Princes in the Tower, put to death iREijyyD 
1485 Richard III killed at Rosworth 

1485 first liidor king of England 

1486 Henry marries flizabeth of York 

1487 Henry defeats pietender Lambert SimneL Star Chamber begins 
Henry consolidates power, strengthens courts, raises revenue 
1492-99 Perkin Warbeck tries to gam Crown, supported by Scotland 
1499 Erasmus visits England 

1503 James IV of Scotland marries Henry's daughter, Margaret 
Attempt at alliance, not successful 

1509 

1509 Henry marries Catherine of Aragon, to ally with Spam 
1516 Sir Thomas More writes 'Utopia' 

1521-33 Henry attempts to divorce Catherine 
1521 Henry starts divorce proceedings against Catherine - protracted 
negotiations lead to separation from Rome 

1533 Henry marries Anne Boleyn Thomas Cranmer becomes Archbishop 
of Canterbury 

1534 Act of Supremacy Henry becomes head of English Church 

1535 Sir Thomas More and Cardinal Fisher executed 

1536 Dissolution of monasteries begins Tyndale dies 
1538 Great Bible issued, rn English 
Henry has four other wives, only one of whom, Jane Seymour, 
gives him a male heir 
1547 

1549 Cranmer publishes 'Book of Common Prayer’ - its use is 
enforced by law 

1553 Lady Jane Grey. Queen for nine days 

1553 

1554 Wyatt's rebellion m favour of Protestantism suppressed Mary 
marries Philip of Spam 

1555 Persecution of Protestants Cranmer executed 

1558 

1559 English Church restored to its former position under Henry VIII 
1568 Mary Queens of Scots imprisoned 
1577-80 Drake's voyage around the world 
1581 Jesuit missions to England 

1587 Mary Queen of Scots executed 

1588 English prevent invasion by Spanish Armada 
1590 Edmund Spenser's 'Faerie Queen' published 
Cultural flowering at Elizabeth's court 

1599 Earl of Essex fails to put down Irish Rebellion under Earl of Tyrone 

1600 Essex executed 


1487 Yorkist intrigues against 
Henry VII 

1494 Poynmg's Law placed 
Irish Parliament under English 
rule 


SCOTUND 
1513 James IV and many 
nobles killed at Flodden 
1542-67 Reign of Mary 
Stuart 

1542-59 Regency of Mary of 
Guise 

1559 Rise of John Knox, 
Calvinist reformer 
1561-68 Mary Stuart m 
Scotland Scots disapprove of 
her religion and marriages to 
Darnley and Bothwell 

1567 Mary' s son James 
becomes James VI of Scotland 

1568 Mary flees to England, 
leaving James m Scotland 
1603 James VI of Scotland 
becomes James I of England 


1415-53 Second half of 
Hundred Years War 
Key events - 

1) English Victoria J at Harfleur 
and Agincourt, 1415 

2) Treaty of Troyes gives Henry 
the French throne 1420 

31 Joan of Arc revives French 
spirit 1429 

4) French conquer all English- 
held lands except Calais 1453 


1475 Louis XI grants pension 
to Edward to obtain peace, but 
supports Scots in their war 


1493 Pope Alexander VI 
divides New World between 
Spam and Portugal with Line of 
Demarcation 


1512-13 Henry and Wolsey 
wage war against Trance 
1517 Luther begins his protest 
against Rome 
1521 Field of the Cloth of 
Gold Henry negotiates with 
Francis I of France and - 
separately • with Emperor 
Charles 

1525 Charles defeats Francis 
at Pavia Wolsey's continental 
adventures unpopular at home 


1547 Peace with France 


1558 Loss of Calais, last 
French possession 
1572 St Bartholomew's Day 
Massacre of Protestants in 
France forces Elizabeth to head 
the Protestant cause 
1585 Elizabeth briefly assists 
Dutch rebellion against 
Hapsburgs Leicester's 
ex^ition defeated 
East India Company founded 
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1600 

JAMES I 


CHARLES I 


CROMWELL 

COMMON 

WEALTH 


CHARLES I 


JAMES I 


WILLIAM 111 
and MARY 

1700 — 


ANNE 
GEORGE I 


GEORGE I 


GEORGE I 


1601 Poor Law 


1603 First Stuart king of England and Ireland 

1605 Gunpowder Plot foiled 

1611 Authonied version of the Bible 

1614-21 Parliament suspended Beginnings of struggle with King 

1616 William Shakespeare dies 

Arts Donne, Suckling, Jonson, Marvell. Herbert. Campion. Inigo Jones 

1625 

1628 Petition of Right limits King's power Buckingham assassinated 
1628-41 Charles governs without Parliament, by advice of Archbishop 
Laud and Sir Thomas Wentworth Charles observes no limits to his power 
1640-41 Charles recalls Parliament, which refuses money to fight Scots 


1618-48 Thirty Years War in 
Germany 

1623-30 Alternate periods of 
peace and war with Spam and 
France 

Charles I marries Henrietta 
Maria of France 
Wars led to conflict between 
King and Parliament 


1642-46 First Civil War 

1645 Cromwell's new model army wins at Naseby 
1648-49 Second Civil War, Parliament against army 
1649 Charles I executed 
1661 Hobbes leviathan' 

1653 Cromwell becomes Lord Protector 


IRELAND 

1641 Catholic Rising in 
Ireland 

1649 Cromwell begins 
subjugation of Ireland Harsh 
rule 


Society of Friends (Quakers) develop during this period 

1660 Restoration of monarchy 

1661-65 Clarendon Code enforces religious conformity 

1662 Royal Society chartered 

1663 Milton's ‘Paradise Lost' 

1665 Great Plague in London 

1666 Great Fire in London 

Christopher Wren designs new buildings, churches 
Arts Pepys, Evelyn. Dryden. Purcell 
1678 Bunyan's 'Pilgrim's Progress' 

1685 

1687 James II suspends many laws 
Newton's 'Prmcipia' published 
1688-89 ‘Glorious revolution' Rulers limited by 
law and Parliament Bill of Rights 


1690 William III defeats Irish 
and James II at the Boyne 

1651 Navigation Act passed 
against Dutch shipping 
1652-54 First Dutch War 
1665-67 Second Dutch War 
1672-74 Ihird Dutch War 

SCOTLAND 
1638 Scots reject Anglican 
Litgrgy their invasion of 
England spaiks civil war 
1650-51 Cromwell defeats 
Scots 

1689 Jacobite Scots defeat 
English at Killiecrankie but lose 
at Dunkeld 


1694 Mary dies 

1693-94 National Debt and Bank of England begin 

1701 Acts of Settlement, concerning the Succession 
Arts Pope. Defoe. Swift Vanbrugh designs Blenheim 

1702 

1714 First Hanoverian king of Great Britain 

1720 Speculative scheme. South Sea Bubble, collapses 

1721-42 Robert Walpole, first Prime Minister 

Cabinet-style government begins Whigs dominant 

1722 Workhouses for poor begin 

1727 


1692 Glencoe Massacre of 
Jacobite Highlanders 

1707 Union of Scotland and 
England 

1745 'The Forty-Five' rebellion 
led by Bonnie Prince Charlie 
fails 

1746 Final defeat of Jacobite 
Highlanders at Culloden 

1702-14 England enters war 
of Spanish succession against 
Louis XIV Churchill, Duke of 
Marlborough, wins at Blenheim 
and Ramillies 
1714 Treaty of Utrecht 
English gam Gibraltar 
French support Jacobites in 
this period 

English try to hold balance of 
power in Europe during this century. 


1729 John and Charles Wesley start Methodist mjjj^ement 
1756 William Pitt the Elder came to power 
1756-63 Seven Years War (against France) 

Results England gams decisive power in Canada (Wolfe captures 
Quebec) and India (Clive captures Plassey) Attempts to raise*taxes and 
quarter soldiers antagonize the American colonies 
1760 


1760-90't Beginnings of 'Agricultural Revolution’ (crop rotation, 

animal breeding, fertilization) and 'Industrial Revolution' (advances in 

spinning, weaving, iron manufacture) lead to growth of large cities eg 

Birmingham and Manchester and change in working pattern of most 

people Population expands 

1770-81 American War of independence, 

colonists supported by French 

1776 Publication of Adam Smith's 'Wealth of Nations' 

Arts. Reynolds. Gainsborough. Fielding, Burns, Scott, Johnson. 
Gibbon. Hogarth, Heppelwhite. Chippendale 
1787 Society for Abolition of Slave Trade founded. 

1188 Jenner inoculates against smaltpOK ^ 


1739 War of Jenkins' Ear 
against Spam 

1744-48 War of the Austrian 
succession England supports 
Prussia and Austria. Against France 

1759 English support Frederick 
the Great of Prussia 
1789 French Revolution 
influences English thought. 

1783 Louis XVI executed 
1799 England joms Russia and 
Austria against France 


1607 First successful 
settlement in Virginia 


1620 Pilgrims settle in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts 
1630's Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island. 
Maryland settled 
1639 Fort St George 
established in Madras, India 


1660'8 Carolina, New Jersey 
settled 

England kept New York after 
Second Dutch Wai 
1665 Quakers in New Jersey 
1668 Bombay granted to East 
India Company 
1682 Settlement of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware 


1732 Georgia founded 
1740'sand1750't French and 
Spanish forces fight English in 
America and India French try 
to wear down East India 
Company's power in Madras, 
|ombay, and Fort William 
J768 Captain Cook's first 
voyage to Australia and New 
Zealand 

1784 Cabinet gams control of 
East India Company 
1788 First Australian penal 
colony 

1791 Upper and Lower Canada 
granted representative 
governments 

1793 French and English fight 
in West Indies 

1795 England takes Cape of 
Good Hope, Ceylon, Java, and 
Malaccas from Dutch 
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GtORGE IV 


WILLIAM IV 


VICTORIA 


EDWARD VII 


GEORGE V 


r^ ARDVIll 
[GEORGE VI 


I ELIZABETH I 


1800 Pitt's Combination Acts suppress trade unions - repealed in 1824 
Arts Austen, Keats. Wordsworth. Blake. Turner. Constable, Coleridge 
1815 Corn Laws passed to protect agriculture 

1819 Petnrioo Massacre followed by Six Acts 

1820 

1825 Stockton and Darlington Railway 

1826-29 Peel reforms penal code, establishes police force 

1830 

1832 Reform Bill corrects Parliamentary representation 

1833 First Factory Act provides for inspection 

1834 Grand National Consolidated Trades Union formed 
Poor Law Amendment Act increases workhouses 

1837 

1838-48 Chartist movement fur greater democracy 

1846 Repeal of Corn laws by Peel to help Ireland 

1847 len Hour Factory Act Marx publishes 'Communist Manifesto' 

1848 Public Health Act 

Arts Dickens, fhackeray, Tennyson. Hopkins. George Eliot. Wilde 
1859 Darwin's 'Origin of Species' ■ basis of evolutionary theory 
1967 Second Reform Bill extended vote to working classes 
1870 Liberal reforms under Gladstone begin elementary education by 
schools bnards, secrecy m voting Local government boards, 
civil service reformed 

1874 Third Reform Bill extends vote to rural workers 
1888-89 Unskilled workers form unions after Dock Strike 
1898 Wireless communication by Marconi 


1800>15 (1800 English take 
Malta) 

Napoleonic wars 
1805 Nelson wins at Trafalgar 
1808 and 1815 Wellington's 
victories in Spam and at 
Waterloo 

1815 Treaty of Vienna settled 
Europe according to 
Metternich’s plan 
1829 Independence of Greece 
supported by Britain 
1848 European revolutions 
influence thought m England 
Greatest Chartist 
demonstration 
1854-66 Crimean War in 
Russia Florence Nightingale 
begins reform of nursing 
techniques Palmerston Prime 
Minister 

1867 Das Kapital' published 
Deeply affects political 
thought 

1878 Treaty of Berlin settles 
Anglo-Russian conflict over 
Turkey 


1900 Foundation of labour Paity 

1901 

1902 Balfour s Education Act improves system 
1905 The Pankhursts' Women's Suffrage agitation 

1906-11 Lloyd-George's liberal reforms, provision of school meals, 
mediial care, old age pensions Probation system. Labour Exchange, 
Council housing. Unemployment and Health Insurance Restriction of 
House of Lords' power, regulations of industries 
1910 

1914 Home Rule for Ireland passed, but deferred IRELA 8 

1914-18 First World War Ur 

1918 Votes granted to women over 30 U I 

1919 Atom split by Rutherford 

1924 First Labour Government - Ramsay MacDonald 
1926 General Strike Baird demonstrates television 

1928 Conditions of women's vote same as men's active re 

1929 Fleming discovers penicillin 1322 Pe 

World-Wide economic depression lush Fre 

1931 Ramsay MacDonald's national government adopts 1937 Ri 
severe economy measures Statute of Westminster f 339 . f 

1936 Abdication crisis Keynes 'Theory of Employment' I9e9-pi 

1936 

1939-45 Second World War 

1940 Churchill becomes Prime Minister 


1944 Butler's Education Act ^339 Hitler takes Austria, 

1945 Labour Government establishes Welfare State, under Attlee Based Czechoslovakia 

on ideas put forward during the war Russian control of 

National Health Service, nationalization of railways and mines, town and Eastern Europe 
co^ln, planning Post-war hoosing ens.s 

1956 First nuclear power station in the world at Calder Hall 

First CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament) march from Aldermaston organization tivMi u|. 

1971 Decimal currency 7^ Cold War intensifies 

1970‘i Deepening economic difficulties, made worse by increases in oil spy pane caught over ussi< 

prices Some relief from North Sea oil Efforts to control prices and incomes WTIrt Detente' with Russia 
1979 Prime Minister Thatcher introduces 'monetarism' in attempt to 1973 Britain enters Common 
stabilize economy Market under Heath 

Arts Hardy. Joyce. Shaw. D H. Lawrence. Masefield. Huxley. Dylan 1980't Revival of disarmament 
Thomas. Yeats. Wells. Woolf. Britten. Walton movements. 


1907 Anglo-Russian Treaty 
1911 Agadir crisis 
1912-13 Balkan Wars 
1917 Russian Revolution 
I meals. 1919 Attempt at fair 

change. adjustment of boundaries 

iction of r reaty of Versailles 

1922 Mussolini takes power in 
Italy 

IRELAN(D' 

1801 Union with Great Britain 
1823 O’Connell founds 
Catholic Association 
1845-46 Great potato famine - 
many people emigrated 
1916 Easter Rising starts 
active rebellion 
1922 Pa't'tion into Ulster and 
lush Free State (a Dominion) 

1937 Republic of Eire formed 
1939-45 Eire neutral in war 
1969-present Troubles in Ulster 

1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact 
1933 Hitler takes power in 
Germany 

1938 Hitler takes Austria, 
Attlee Based Czechoslovakia 

. . 1948 Russian control of 

™es. town and 

1948-49 Berlin airlift 

r/ 1949 North Atlantic Treaty 

Aldermaston Organization (NAT0|. 

1960 'Cold War' intensifies. 


1807 Slave trade abolished 
1812 United States enters war 
against English 
West Indies 
Britain controls Jamaica. 

Bahamas, British Honduras. 
Barbados 

1833 Slavery Abolished 
throughout Empire 
India and China 

1818 British control all India 
1838-41 British try to conquer 
Afghanistan 

1840-42 Opium War with 
China England gets Hong Kong 

1857 Indian Mutiny 

1858 Secretary of State 
supersedes East India Company 
1885 British take upper Burma 
Africa 

1819 English settlers m Cape 
Town 

1836 Boers' Great Trek 
1879 Zulu War Livingstone 
explores 

1889 Rhodesia founded 
1899-1902 Boer War 
. 1906 South Africa becomes 
self governing 

Near East 

Britain ready to take power 
when Ottoman Empire falters 
1805 General Gordon shot at 
Khartoum 

1899 Kitchener conquers 
Sudan 

League of Nations 
1931 Japanese invade 
Manchuria 

1935 Mussolini invades 
Abyssinia 

1945 First atomic bombs end 
war 

United Nations founded 

1947 India independent 

1948 Palestine and Burma 
independent 

1950-3 Korean War 
1956 Egypt seizes control of 
Suez Canal Anthony Eden tries 
to take It by force 
1941-58 Rebellions m Malaya I 
1966 Pakistan independent 
1960 Ghana, Cyprus 
independent 

1962 Uganda. Tanganyika 
independent - also Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Nigeria 

1963 Greeks and Turks fight in 
Cyprus Kenya self-governing 
1969 Malawi, Gambia. Malta 
independent. 

1966 Rhodesia declares 


U-2’ spy plane caught overRussia independence (UDI) 

1S70*t Detente' with Russia 1867 Britain withdraws from 
1873 Britain enters Common 
Market under Heath 1880 Rhodesia gams 

1980't Revival of disarmament 'wtependence as Zimbabwe, 
movements. 1981 Barbados independent. 
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'brood /broohd/ o la young birds, insects, etc hatched or cared for at one 
time b the children in one family - humor 2 a group having a common 
nature or origin fME, fr OE brdd', akin to 0£ beotma yeast - more at 
barm] 

*brood VI \ of a bird to sit on eggs m order to hatch them 2a to dwell 
gloomily on; worry over or about b to be in a state of depression - 
broodiagly adv 

Hirood adj kept for breeding <a ^ marr) 

brooder /liroohda/ n a heated structure used for raising young fowl 
[*BROOD + *-er] 

broody /liroohdi/ adj 1 of fowl being in a state of readiness to brood eggs 
2 given or conducive to introspection, contemplative, moody 3 of a 
woman feeling a strong desire or urge to be a mother - infml - 

broodlMss a 

'brook /brook/ vt to tolerate; stand for <sAc would ^ no interference 
with her plans) [ME brouken to use, enjoy, fr OE brucan; akin to OHG 
bruhban to use, L frui to enjoy] 

‘brook n a usu small freshwater stream [ME, fr OE broc-, akin to OHG 
bruoh marshy ground] 

broom /broobm, broom/ n 1 any of various leguminous shrubs with long 
slender branches, small leaves, and usu showy yellow flowers 2 a brush 
for sweeping composed of a bundle of firm stiff twigs, bristles, or fibres 
(e g of nylon) bound to or set on a long handle [ME. fr OE brom; akin 
to OHG bramo bramble. MF brimme bnm] 

'broom.rape /-.rayp/ n any of various leafless plants that grow as 
parasites on the roots of other plants [trans of ML rapum genistae\ fr the 
parasitic growth of one species on the roots of broom] 

'broom.stick A,suk/ n the long thin handle of a broom 
broM /brohz/ n, chiefly Scot a porridge made with boiling milk, water, 
or other liquid and oatmeal [perh alter, of Sc bruis broth, fr ME brewes, 
fr OF broez, nom sing. A. acc pi of broet, dim. of breu, of Gmc 
origin] 

broth /broth/ n la the stock in which meat, fish, cereal grains, or 
vegetables have been cooked b a thin soup made from stock 2 a liquid 
medium for cultunng esp bactena [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG brod broth, 

L fervere to boil - more at ’burn] 

brothol /broth(a)l, 'brodh(a)l/ n a premises (e g a house) in which the 
services of prostitutes can be bought [ME, worthless fellow, prostitute, 
fr brothen, pp of brethen to waste away, go to ruin, fr OE breothan to 
waste away; akin to OE brwtan to break - more at brittle] * 

brother /brudha/ n, pi brothers, (3, 4, A S) brothen also brethren 
/Vedhrin/ 1 a male having the same parents as another person; also a 
half brother or stepbrother 2a a kinsman b one, esp a male, who shares 
with another a common national or racial origin 3 a fellow member - used 
as a title in some evangelical denominations 4 one, esp a male, who is 
related to another by a common tie or interest 5 a member of a men's 
religious order who is not in holy orders <a lay ^ > [ME, fr OE brothor, 
akin to OHG bruodor brother, L /rater, Gk phrater member of the same 
clan] 

'brotherhood /-hood/ a 1 the quality or state of beuig brothers 28 an 
association (e g a religious body) for a particular purpose b (an idea of) 
fellowship between all human beings (^universal ~ > [ME brotherhede, 
brotherbod, alter, of brotherrede, fr OE brdtborraoden, fr brother + 
rwden condition - more at kindred] 

'brothor-in-,law n, p! broChert-ln-law 1 the brother of one’s spouse 2 
the husband of one's sister 

'brotherly /-li/ adj 1 of, resembling, or appropriate to brothers,''bsp in 
feeling or showing platonic affection 2 filled with fellow feeling, sympa- 
thy, or compassion (she was overwhelmed with ^ love for the htmeless) 

- brotherUaeaa ji, brotherly adv 

brougham /1)rooh(a)m/ n a light closed 4-wheeled horse-drawn car- 
riage [Henry Peter Brougham^ Baron Brougham and Vaux tl868 Sc 
jurist] 

brought /brawt/ past of bring 
brouhaha /'brooh-hahjiah/ n a hubbub, uproar [F] 
brow /brow/ A la an eyebrow b the forehead 2 the top or edge of a hill, 
cliff, etc [ME, fr OE bru\ akin to ON brim eyebrow, Gk ophrys] 
'brow, band /-.band/ n the part of a bridle crossing the horse's forehead 
and preventing the headpiece from slipping back 
'brow.baat /-,beet/ vt browbeat; browbealea to intimidate, coerce, or 
bully by a persistently threatening or domioatiDg manner (unioa mem- 
bers '^en into accepting a cut in salary) 

-browad /-browd/ comb farm ( adj) having (such) a brow or brows 
(beetk^xowdi) 

'brown /bfown/ a4r 1 of the colour brown; esp of dark or tanned 


complexion 2 (made with ingredients that are) partially or wholly 
unrefined or unpolished < ^ sugar) [ME broun, fr OE hruA; akin to OHG 
bnin brown, Gk phryne toad] 

‘brown n any of a range of dark colours between red and yellow in hue 
- brownish adj, browny adj 

‘brown vb to make or become brown (e g by sauteing) 
brown ale n a sweet, dark, heavily malted beer 
brown alga n any of many algae, with a predominantly brown colour, 
that are mostly seaweeds 

brown boar n any of several bears predominantly brown in colour; esp 
a European bear 
brown coal n ligmte 

,browned-'off adj, chiefly Br annoyed, fed up - infml [browned fr pp 
of ’brown] 

brown fat n a heat-producing tissue that is present in significant 
amounts in hibernating mammals, human infants, and adults acclimatized 
to cold 

brownie /'browni/ n 1 a good-natured goblin believed to perform 
household chores at night 2 brownie guide, brownie a member of the most 
junior section of the (British) Guide movement for girls aged from 7 to 
10 3 chiefly NAm a small square or rectangle of nch chocolate cake 
containing nuts ['browA] 

browning /browning/ n a substance (e g caramelized sugar) used to give 
a brown colour (e g to gravy) 

.brown 'sauce n a sauce usu made from a roux combined with meat 
stock - compare white sauce 

'brown.ahirt /-.shuht/ n, often cap a Nazi; esp siorm i roofer 1 [trans 
of G braunhemd, fr the uniform worn by Nazis] 

.brown 'study n a state of serious absorption or abstraction, a rev- 
ene 

.brown 'trout n a speckled European trout used for food 
'browae /browz/ n 1 tender shoots, twigs, and leaves of trees and shrubs 
that provide food for animals (e g deer) 2 a period of time spent browsing 
(had a good ^ in the library) [prob modif of MF brouts, pi of brout 
sprout, fr OF brost, of Gmc ongin; akin to OS brustian to sprout, akin 
to OE breast breast] 

‘browse vt to feed on (browse) '^vt 1 of animals to nibble at leaves, grass, 
or other vegetation 2 to read or search idly through a book or a mass of 
things (e g in a shop), in the hope of finding sthg interesting - brow- 
•er A 

brucellosis /.broohsa'Iohsis, -siz/ n a senous long-lasting disease, esp of 
human beings and cattle, caused by a bacterium [NL brucella, a genus 
of bacteria, fr Sir David Bruce tl931 Br bactenologist] 
bruin /'brooh in/ n - used chiefly m stories as a name for the bear [D. 
name of the bear m the medieval poem Reynard the Fox] 

'bruise /broohz/ vt 1 to inflict a bruise on 2 to crush (e g leaves or 
bemes) by pounding 3 to wound, injure; esp to inflict psychological hurt 
on Ki to be damaged by a bruise (tomatoes easily) [ME brusen, 
bnsen, fr MF & OE; MF bniisier to break (of Celt ongin; akin to OIr bruu 
1 shatter) & OE brysan to bruise (akin to Olr bruu, L frustum piece)] 
‘bruise n la an injury involving rupture of small blood vessels and 
discoloration without a break in the skin b an injury to plant tissue 
involving underlying damage and discoloration without a break in the 
skin 2 an injury, esp to the feelings 
bruiser /liroohza/ n a large burly man; specif a prizefighter 
bruit /l>rooh-ee/ n any of several usu abnctmal sounds (e g a heart 
murmur) that can be detected in a medical examination [ME. fr MF, fr 
OF, noise] 

Brumsire /'broohmea (Fr brymexr)/ n the |nd month of the French 
revolutionary calendar corresponding to 23 OGtober-21 November [F, fr 
brume fog, winter, fr L bruma winter solsticq^ winter, fr brevis bnef] 
brumby /lirumbi/ n, Austr ANZa wild or u^roken horse [prob native 
name in (Queensland, Australia] 

brummagsm /lirumajim/ n or adj (sthg) cheap, infenor, or showy 
[Bmnknagem, alter, of Birmingham, city in Esgland, formerly famed for 
cheap piantifactured goods] 

Brummy /linimi/ a or adj (a native or inhabitant or the dialect) of 
Birmingham - infml [by shortening A alter, fr Brummagem] 
brunch /branch/ a a m^, usu taken in the middle of the morning, that 
combmes a late breakfast and an early lunch [breakfast + lunch] 
brunstts, NAm also bnuat /brooh'net/ n or adj (shy, esp a young adult 
woman,) having dark hair and usu a relatively dark complexion [F brunet 
(masc) A brunette (fern), fr OF, fr bnm brown, fr ML bnmus, of Gmc 
origin; akin to OHO brun brown - more at brown] 
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brunt /brunt/ n the principal force or stress (e g of an attack) - esp in 
bear the brunt of [MEJ 

'brush /brush/ n 1 (land covered with) scrub vegetation 2 chiefly NAm 
A Austr brushwood (ME brusch, fr MF broce, fr OF] 

’brush /} 1 an implement composed of filaments (e g of hair, bristle, nylon, 
or wire) set into a firm piece of matenal and used esp for grooming hair, 
painting, sweeping, or scrubbing 2 a bushy tail, esp of a fox 3 a conductor 
(e g a piece of carbon or braided copper wire) that makes clectncal contact 
between a stationary and a moving part 4 an act of brushing 5 a quick 
light touch or momentary contact in passing (^felt the ^ of her coat} [ME 
bru^vhe, fr MF bron^, fr OF broce] 

’brush vt la to apply a brush to b to apply with a brush 2 to remove 
with sweeping strokes (e g of a brush) - usu ^ away or o/r<^ cd the dirt 
off her coat} 3 to pass lightly over or across, touch gently against in 
passing 

*brush VI to move lightly, heedlessly, or rudely - usu i by or past [ME 
bruschen to rush, fr MF brosser to dash through underbrush, fr 
broce] 

'brush n a bnef antagonistic encounter or skirmish (had a ^ with 
authonty') [ME brusche rush, hostile collision, fr bruschen] 
brushed adj, of a fabnc finished with a nap cotton^ 

'brush, fire /-.fie a/ adj involving military mobilization only on a small 
and local scale <- border wars') [brush fire (a fire involving brush but 
not full-sized trees)] 

'brush-, off n a quietly curt nr disdainful dismissal, a rebuff - infml 
brush off vt to dispose of in an offhand way. dismiss 
brush up VI to tidy one’s clothes, hair, etc (wanted to wash and brush 
up when thoj arrhiu/ - vt to renew one’s skill in; refresh one’s memory 
of (she‘11 have to brush up her French) - bnishup P - ,-/ n - brush up 
on nausH up vt 

'brush.wood /-.wood/ n 1 twigs or small branches, esp when cut or 
broken 2 a thicket of shrubs and small trees 

'brush, work /-.wuhk/ n (a particular artist’s) technique of applying 
paint with a brush 

brusque /brusk, broosk, broohsk/ adj blunt or abrupt in manner or 
speech, often to the point of rudeness [F brusque, fr It brusco, fr ML 
bruscu^ butcher’s-broom] - brusquely adv, brusqueness n 
brusquerie /.bruska'ree, .brtx)-, ,brooh-, '— / n abruptness of manner [F, 
fr brusque] 

.Brussels 'carpet /'bruslz/ n a carpet with a looped woollen pile fixed 
onto a strong linen base [Brussels, city in Belgium] 

.Brussels 'lace n any of various fine laces, esp with (applique) floral 
designs 

.brussels 'sprout n, often cap B (any of the many edible small green 
buds that grow on the stem of) a plant of the mustard family 
brut /brooht {Fr bryt)/ adj, of champagne very dry; specif containing less 
than l.S per cent sugar by volume [F, lit , rough] 
brutal /’broohtl/ adj I grossly ruthless or unfeeling (a ^ slander) 2 
cruel, cold-blooded (a ^ attack) 3 harsh, severe weather) 4 
unpleasantly accurate and incisive truth) ['brute + ‘-al] - brutally 
adv, brutality /brooh'tabti/ n 

brutal'ize, -lac /'brooht(3)l,iez/ vt 1 to make brutal, unfeeling, or 
inhuman (people ^6 by poverty and dispute) 2 to beat brutally - 
brutaHzstion /-ie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

'brute /brooht/ adj I characteristic of an animal in quality, action, or 
instinct eg a cruel, savage b not working by reason; mindless 
instinct) 2 purely physical strength) [ME. fr MF brut rough, fr L 
brutus stupid, lit , heavy; akin to L gravis heavy - more at 'orieve] 
’brute n 1 a beast 2 a brutal person - brutish adj, brutishly adv 
bruxism / 1 )ruksiz( 3 )m/ n the habit of unconsciously gritting or gnnding 
the teeth, esp in situations of stress or during sleep [irreg fr Gk biychan 
to gnash the teeth 4 E -ism] 

bryology /bne'obji/ n a branch of bouny that deals with mosses and 
liverworts [Gk bryon moss ♦ ISV -logy] 

bryony /line-ani/ n'hny of a genus of climbing plants of the cucumber 
family [L bryonia, fr Gk bryonia; akin to Gk bryon] 
bryophyte /l)ne-3.fiet/ n any of a division of nonflowenng plants 
comprising the mosses and liverworts plant (denv of Gk bryon 
+ phyton plant; akin to Gk phyein to bring forth - more at be] - 
bryophytic /-'fltik/ adj 

bryozoan /.brie-a'zoh-an/ n (any oO a phylum or class of aquatic animals 
that reproduce by budding and usu form colonies [NL Bryozoa, class 
name, fr Gk bryon > NL -zoa] - bryozou adj 
Brython /l>rith(a)n/ n 1 a member of the British branch of Celts 2 a 
speaker of a Brythonic language [W] - Brythoolc /briHhonik/ adj 


Brythonic /bn'thonik/ n the group of the Celtic languages comprising 
Welsh, Cornish, and Breton - Brythonic adj 
,B 'Special n a member of a former part-time volunteer police force in 
N Ireland 

bub /bub/ n breast 1 > usu pi; slang [perh imit of noise made by a 
sucking infant] 

bubal /1>yoohbl/ n a large harteheest of northern Afnca that is now 
almost extinct [NL bubalis, fr Gk boubalis, an African antelope] 
'bubble Phubl/ vi bubbling /l>ubling, 'bubl-ing/ I to form or produce 
bubbles 2 to make a sound like the bubbles rising in liquid (a brook 
bubbling over rocks) 3 to be highly excited or overflowing (with a feeling) 
<bubbling over with happiness) [ME bublen, prob of imit origin] 
’bubble n la a usu small body of gas within a liquid or solid b a thin 
spherical usu transparent film of liquid inflated with air or vapour c a 
transparent dome 2 sthg that lacks firmness or reality, specif an unreliable 
or speculative scheme 3 a sound like that of bubbling 
.bubble and 'squeak n, chiefly Br a dish consisting of usu leftover 
potato, cabbage, and sometimes meat, fned together [fr the noise of 
frying] 

'bubble .bath n (a bath to which has been added) a perfumed, usu liquid 
or granular, preparation that produces foam when added to water 
‘bubble .chamber n a chamber in which the path of an ionizing panicle 
is made visible by a stnng of bubbles, usu in liquid hydrogen 
'bubble ,gum n a chewing gum that can be blown into large bubbles 
'bubble .memory n a large cecity computer memory that stores 
information, usu magnetically computer 
'bubbly /'bubli/ adj 1 full of bubbles 2 overflowing with good spmts or 
liveliness, vivacious (a ^ personality) 

’bubbly n champagne, broadly any sparkling wine - infml 
Bube /'booh, bay/ n. pi Bubi^ esp collectively Bube a member, or the 
Bantu language, of the people of Fernando Po 
bubo Ayoohboh/ n, pi buboes an inflamed swelling of a lymph gland, 
esp in the groin or armpit [ML bubon-, bubo, fr Gk boubon groin, gland, 
bubo] - bubonic adj 

bu.bonic 'plague /byoo'bonik, byooh-/ n pbgue characterized by the 
formation of buboes 

buccal PbuW adj of or involving the cheeks or the cavity of the mouth 
[L bucca cheek > more at pock] 

buccaneer /.buka'nid/ n 1 a freebooter preying on Spanish ships and 
settlements, esp in the W Indies in the 17th c, broadly a pirate 2 an 
unscrupulous adventurer, esp in politics or business [F boucanier, fr 
houcaner to smoke meat on a grid over a fire] - buccaneer w 
'buck /buk/n.p/ bucks, (/) bucks, esp collectively buck la a male 

animal, esp a male deer, antelope, rabbit, rat, etc b an antelope 2 a 
dashing fellow; a dandy 3 vaulting horse 4 NAm dollar 2 - slang 
[ME, fr OE bucca stag, be-goat, akin to OHG boc he-goat, Mir boar, (4) 
perh short for buckskm, regarded as a unit of exchange in early NAm 
commerce] 

’buck VI I of a horse or mule to spring into the air with the back curved 
and come down with the forelegs stiff and the head lowered 2 to refuse 
assent; balk 3 chiefly NAm to move or react jerkily vf I to throw (e g 
a nder) by bucking 2 to fail to comply with; run counter to the 
system) 

’buck ii 1 an object formerly used in poker to mark the next player to deal; 
broadly sthg used as a reminder 2 the responsibility - esp in pass the buck 
[short for earlier buckhom knife] 

'buck.bean /-.been/ n the bogbean 

'buckboard /-.bawd/ n, NAm a 4-wheeIed horse-drawn vehicle with a 
sprung platform [obs buck (body of a wagon) f E board] 
bucked /bukt/ adj pleased, encouraged (felt very ^ to hear the 
news) 

'bucket /1>ukit/ n 1 a large open container, usu round, with tapering 
sides and a semicircular handle on top, used esp for holding or carrying 
liquids 2 sthg resembling a bucket, esp in shape or function: e g a the 
scoop of an excavating machine b any of the receptacles on the nm of 
a waterwheel c any of the vanes of a turbine rotor 3 pi large quantities 
('^s of blood) - infml [ME, fr AF buket, fr OE bde pitcher, bdly; akin 
to OHG biih belly, Skt bhuri abundant - more at big] 

’bucket vt to draw or lift in buckets ^ vi 1 to move about .jerkily or 
recklessly 2 chiefly Br bucket down 

bucket down vi, chiefly Br \ of rain to fall heavily 2 to ram very hard 
<ir*s been bucketing down all day) 

'bucketful /-f{a)l/ a, pi becketfuia, bvcketsAil as much as a bucket will 
hold 
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'bucket .seat n a round-backed separate seat for 1 person in a motor car. 
aircraft, etc 

'buckle /Inikl/ n a fastening consisting of a rigid nm, usu with a hinged 
pm, used to join together 2 loose ends (e g of a belt or strap) or for 
ornament [ME hoc/e, fr MF. boss of a shield, buckle, fr L buccula, dim 
of bucca cheek - more at pock] 

’buckle vb bockling /'bukling, 'bukl-ing/ vt 1 to fasten with a buckle 2 
to cause to bend, give way, or crumple 1 to bend, warp <ri!ie 
pavement ^din the heaty 2 to yield; oivf way (jone who does not ^ 
under pressure} 

’buckle n a distorted formation due to buckling 
buckle down w to apply oneself vigorously (^about time she buckled 
down to her work} 

buckler /'bukla/ n a small round shield held by a handle at arm's length 
[ME bocler, fr OF, shield with a boss, fr bocie] 

.buckle to vi to brace oneself or gather up one's strength to put effort 
into work <ipe must buckle to and start writing the dictionary} 
buckling /bukling/ n a hemng smoked until lightly cooked - compare 
KiPPFR [O buckling] 

bucko /bukoh/ n, pi buckoes 1 one who is domineering and bullying; 
a swaggerer 2 chiefly Irish a young fellow; a lad ['bucilr -i -o] 
buckram /bukrom/ n a fabric of cotton or linen, with a stiff finish, used 
for interlinings in garments, for stiffening in hats, and in bookbinding 
[ME bukeram, fr OF boquerant, fr OProv bocaran, fr Bokhara, city in 
central Asia] 

buckshee /bukshee. ••/ adj or adv, Br without charge; free - slang 
[Hindi bakhsis gratuity, gift, fr Per bakhshish - more at bakshefsh] 
buckshot /buk.shot/ n a coarse lead shot used esp for shooting large 
animals 

'buck.skin /-.skin/ n a soft pliable usu suede-finished leather - buckskin 
adj 

'buck,thorn /-.thawn/ n any of a genus of oAen thorny trees or 
shrubs 

.buck'tooth A'toohth/ n a large projecting front tooth - buck-toothed 
adj 

buck up VI 1 to become encouraged 2 to hurry up W 1 to improve, 
smarten 2 to raise the morale or spints of </he news bucked her up no 
end} [^buck] 

'buck,wheat /-.weet/ n 1 any of a genus of plants of the dock family, 
that have pinkish white flowers and triangular 'seeds 2 the seed of a 
buckwheat, used as a cereal gram [D boekweit, fr MD boecweit, fr boec- 
(akin to OHG buohha beech tree) ^ weit wheat - more at beech] 
bucolic /byooh'kolik/ adj 1 of shepherds or herdsmen; pastoral 2 
(typical) of rural life [L bucobcus, fr Gk boukohkos, fr boukolos 
cowherd, fr bous head of cattle + -kolos (akin to L colere to cultivate) 

- more at 'cow, wheel] - bucolically adv 

'bud /bud/ Ji 1 a snull protuberance on the stem of a plant that may 
develop into a flower, leaf, or shoot 2 sthg not yet mature or fully 
developed: e g a an incompletely opened flower b an outgrowth of an 
organism that becomes a new individual [ME budde, akin to OE budda 
beetle, Skt bhuri abundant - more at big] 

’bud vb -dd- vi \ of a plant to put forth buds 2 to develop by way of 
outgrowth 2 to reproduce asexually by forming and developing buds ^ vt 
1 to produce or develop from buds 2 to graft a bud into (a plant of another 
kind), usu m order to propagate a desired variety 
Buddha /booda/ ji 1 sby who has attained the perfect enlighteament 
sought in Buddhism 2 a representation of Gautama Buddha [Skt, 
enlightened] 

Buddhism /lx>odiz(a)m/ n an eastern religion growing out of the 
teaching of Gautama Buddha that one can be liberated from the suffering 
inherent in life by mental and moral self-purification - BoddUat n or 
adj 

budding /buding/ adj being in an early and usu promising stage of 
development <~ novelists} 

buddicia /budliV n any of a genus of shrubs or trees with showy 
clusters of usu yellow or vMet flowers [NL, genus name, fr Adam Buddie 
tl71S E botanist] 

buddy /budi/ii, chiefly NAm 1 a companion, partner 2 'mate Ic USE 
infml (prob baby talk alter, of brother] 

budga /buj/ vb 1 to (cause to) move or shift <the mule wouIdn*t ^>2 
to (force or cause to) change an opinion or yield ^couIdn*t heron the 
issue} [MF bouger, fr (assumed) VL bulHcare, fr L bullire to bubble, boil 

- more at ’boiv] 

budgerigar /lMiKa)iigah/ n a small Australian bird that belonp to the 


same family as the parrots and is often kept in captivity [native name in 
Australia] 

'budget /bujit/ n 1 a statement of a financial position for a definite 
penod of time (e g for the following year), that is based on estimates of 
expenditures and proposals for financing them 2 a plan of how money will 
be spent or allocated <a weekly ^ > 3 the amount of money available for, 
required for, or assigned to a particular purpose [ME bowgette pouch, 
wallet, fr MF bougette, dim. of bouge leather bag, fr L bulga, of Gaulish 
ongin; akin to Mir bolg bag; akin to OE belg, baelg bag - more at belly] 
- budgetary /-t(3)n/ adj 

’budget vt to plan or provide for the use of (eg money, time, or 
manpower) in detail vi to arrange or plan a budget 
budgie /buji/ n a budgerigar - infml [by shortening & alter.] 

'buff /buf/ n 1 a strong supple oil-tanned leather produced chiefly from 
cattle hides 2 the bare skin ~ chiefly in in the buff 3 (a) pale yellowish 
brown 4 a device (e g a stick or pad) with a soft absorbent surface used 
for polishing sthg 5 one who has a keen interest in and wide knowledge 
of a specified subject; an enthusiast <a Film ^ > [MF buffle wild ox, fr Olt 
bufalo, (S) earlier buff {an enthusiast about going to fires), fr the buff 
overcoats worn by volunteer firemen in New York City ab 1820] ~ buff 
adj 

’buff vt 1 to polish, shine 2 to give a velvety surface like that of buff to 
(leather) - buffer n 

buffalo /bufaloh/ n, pi buffaloes also buffalos, esp collectively buffalo 
1 WATER BUFFALO 2 a ISrge N American wild ox with short horns, heavy 
forequarters, and a large mascular hump, also any similar wild ox [It 
bufalo & Sp bufalo, fr LL bufalus, alter, of L bubalus, fr Gk boubalo^ 
Afncan gazelle, irreg fr bous head of cattle - more at 'cow] 

'buffer /'bufa/ n an (ineffectual) fellow - chiefly in old buffer, infml 
[ongin unknown] 

’buffer n 1 any of vanous devices for reducing the effect of an impact; 
esp, Br a spnng-loaded metal disc on a railway vehicle or at the end of 
a railway track 2 a device that serves to protect sthg. or to cushion against 
shock 3 a person who shields another, esp from annoying routine matters 
4 (a solution containing) a substance capable in solution of neutralizing 
both acids and bases and thereby maintaining the onginal acidity or 
basicity of the solution 5 a temporary storage unit (e g in a computer), 
esp one that accepts information at one rate and delivers it at another 
[buff (to react like a soft body when struck)] 

’buffer vt 1 to lessen the shock of, cushion 2 to add a buffer to (e g a 
solution), also to buffer a solution of (a substance) 
buffer state n a small neutral state lying between 2 larger potentially 
rival powers 

'buffet /bufit/ n 1 a blow, esp with the hand 2 sthg that stnkes with 
telling force [ME, fr MF, fr OF, dim. of buffe] 

’buffet /bufit/ vt 1 to stnke sharply, esp with the hand; cuff 2 to stnke 
repeatedly, batter <r/ic waves -'ed the shore} 3 to use roughly, treat 
unpleasantly <'^ed by life} 

’buffet /boofay/ n 1 a sideboard or cupboard often used for the display 
of tableware 2 a counter for refreshments 3 a meal set out on tables or 
a sideboard for diners to help themselves 4 chiefly Br a self-service 
restaurant or snack bar [F] 

buff lehead /bufVhed/ n a small N Amencmn diving duck [arch buffle 
(buffalo) + head] 

buffo /bufoh/ n, pi buffi /’bufi/, buffos a clown, buffoon; specif a male 
singer of comic roles in opera [It, fr buffone] 

buffoon /bo'foohn/ n 1 a ludicrous figure; a clown 2 a rough and noisy 
fool [MF bouffon, fr Olt buffone, fr ML hufon-, bufo, fr L, toad] - 
buffooDery n 

'bug /bug/ n 1 any of several insects common^jr considered obnoxious; esp 
a bedbug 2 an unexpected defect or imperfedtion (we'U need to iron the 
~ $ out} 3 a disease-producing germ; also a d||ease caused by it > not used 
technically 4 a concealed listening device 5 a temporary enthusiasm; a 
craze - infml [ME bugge spectre, goblin; akin to Norw dial bugge 
impoftant man - more at bio] 

’bug vf -gg- la to plant a concealed listening device in b to eavesdrop on 
by mea^ of a mechanical bug 2 to bother, annoy - infml (^don’t ^ me 
with petty details} 

bugaboo /bugs, booh/ n, pi bugabooa chiefly NAm a bugbear [prob of 
Celt origin^ akin to W bweibo the Devil (fr bwd hobgoblin + bo 
scarecrow), Com buccaboo] 

bugbaar /bug.bea/ n an object or (persistent) source of fear, concern, or 
difficulty <tAis national of inflation} [prob fr 'bug + 'bear] 

'buggar /buga/ ji 1 a sodomite 2a a worthless or contemptible person, 
esp male b a creature; esp a man <poor > 3 chiefly Br a cause of 
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annoyance or difliculty USE {except I) vulg [MF bougre heretic, 
sodomite, fr ML Bulgarus, lit , Buiganan] 

’bugger vt 1 to practise sodomy on 2a - used integectionally to express 
contempt or annoyance < Tom! We'll go without himy b to damage or 
ruin, usu because of incompetence - oflen v up 3 to exhaust, wear out 
4 fir to be evasive with or misleading to - + around or about ((don't 
me abouty ^ vi Br to fool around or about, esp by dithenng or being 
indecisive USE (except 1) vulg 

.bugger 'all n. Br nothing (^there's else to ddy - vulg 
.bugger 'off vt, Br to go away - vulg 
buggery /bugan/ n sodomy 
'buggy >^ugi/ adj infested with bugs 
’buggy n a light one-horse carnage [ongin unknown] 

'bugle /'byoohgl/ n a European annual plant of the mint family that has 
spikes of blue flowers (ME, fr OF. fr LL bugula] 

’bugle n a valveless brass instrument that is used esp for military calls 
[ME, buffalo, instrument made of buffalo horn, bugle, fr OF, fr L buculus, 
dim of bos head of cattle - more at 'cow] 

’bugle VI to sound a bugle - bugler /liyoohgb/ n 
bugloss /'byooh.glos/ n any of several coarse hairy plants of the borage 
family [MF buglosse, fr L buglossa, irreg fr Gk bouglossos, fr bous head 
of cattle f glossa tongue - more at 'cow, ^uloss] 
buhl, boulle /boohl/ n inlaid decoration of tortoiseshell or ornamental 
metalwork (e g brass) used in cabinetwork [Andre Charles Boulle t1732 
F cabinet-maker] 
buhr, burr /buh/ n buhrstone 

'buhr, stone /-.stohn/ n (a millstone cut from) a silica rock used for 
millstones [proh fi 'burr s/one] 

'build /bild/ v6 built /bilt/ vt 1 to construct by putting together materials 
gradually into a composite whole 2 to cause to be constructed 3 to 
develop according to a systematic plan, by a definite process, or on a 
particular base 4 to increase or enlarge ^ vi 1 to engage in building 2a 
to increase in intensity to a dimaxy b to develop in extent (^outside 
the arena a queue was already ^ ing) [ME bilden, fr OE byldan, akin to 
OE buan to dwell - more at ’bower] 

’build n the physical proportions of a person or animal, esp a person’s 
figure of a usu specified type (an athletic ^ > 

builder /l)ilda/ n sby who contracts to build and supervises building 
operations ['buh d + '-er] 

build in vt to construct or develop as an integral part 
building /'bilding/ n 1 a n^manent structure (c g a school or house) usu 
having walls and a roof 2 the art. business, or act of assembling 
matenals into a structure 

'building .line n a line fixed with respect to the frontage of a plot of land 
beyond which the owner may not build 

'building so,ciety n any of vanous British organizations in which the 
public can invest money, and which advance money for house pur- 
chase 

'build.up /-.up/ n 1 sthg produced by building up (deal with the ^ of 
trafficy 2 praise or publicity, esp given in advance (sales were slow in 
spite of the -- the product receivcdy 

build up vt 1 to develop gradually by increments <built up a hbraryy 2 
to promote the esteem of; praise ~ vi to accumulate or develop appreci- 
ably. <c/oud5 building up on the honzony 

built /bilt/ adj proportioned or formed in a specified way (a slightly ^ 
giriy 

.built-'in adj 1 forming an integral part of a structure cupboardsy 2 
inherent 

.built'Up adj 1 made of several sections or layers fastened together 2 
well-filled or fully covered with buildings (a ^ area) 
bulb /bulb/ ii la a short stem base of a plant (e g the lily, onion, or 
hyacinth), with 1 or more buds enclosed in overlapping membranous or 
fleshy leaves, that is formed underground as a resting stage m the plant’s 
development - compare cx)RM, tuber b a tuber, corm, or other fleshy 
structure resembling a bulb in appearance c a plant having or developing 
from a bulb 2 incandescent 3 a rounded or swollen anatomical 
structure [L hulbus, fr Gk bolbos bulbous plant; akin to Arm bolk 
radish] 

bulbous /l>ulb9s/ a<(i 1 growing from or beanng bulbs 2 resembling a 
bulb, esp in roundness (a ^ nosey - balbously adv 
bulbul /IxioLbool/ n any of various songbirds of Asia and Afnca that live 
in groups (Per, fr Ar] 

Bulgsrlan /burgean*an. bool-/ n 1 Bulgarian also Bulgar a native or 
inhabitant of Bulgaria 2 the Slavonic language of the Bulgarians 
LANGUAGE [Bulgaria, country in SE Europe] - Bulgarian adj 


'bulge /bulj/ n 1 bhge 1 2 a swelling or convex curve on a surface, usu 
caused by pressure from within or below 3 a sudden and usu temporary 
expansion (e g in population) [MF boulge, bouge leather bag, curved part 

- more at budget] - bulgy adj 

’bulge VI to jut out, swell <earen so much I'm bulging) 
bulimia /byooh'limi-a/ n an abnormal and constant cravmg for food 
[NL, fr Gk boulimia great hunger, fr bous head of cattle + hmos hunger 

- more at 'cow, less] 

'bulk /bulk/ n la spatial dimension, esp volume b roughage 2a volumi- 
nous or ponderous mass - often used with reference to the shape or size 
of a corpulent person b a structure, esp when viewed as a mass of material 
(the shrouded '^sof snow-covered cars) 3 the main or greater part of 
[ME, heap, bulk, fr ON bulki cargo] - in bulk in large amounts or 
quantities, esp, of goods bought and sold in amounts or quantities much 
larger than as usu packaged or purchased 
’bulk vt 1 to cause to swell or to be thicker or fuller; pad - often + out 
(had to ~ the text out to 20,000 wordsy 2 to gather into a mass ~ vi to 
appear as a factor; loom (a consideration that ~s large in everyone's 
thinkingy 

’bulk adj (of materials) in bulk cementy 

'bulk.head /-.hed/ n a partition or wall separating compartments (e g in 
an aircraft or ship) [bulk (structure projecting from a building) ^ 
head] 

bulky /'bulki/ adj 1 having too much bulk, esp unwieldy 2 corpulent - 
chiefly euph - bulkily adv, bulkinen n 
'bull /bool/ n la an adult male bovine animal b an adult male elephant, 
whale, or other large animal 2 one who buys secunties or commodities 
in expectation of a price rise or who acts to effect such a nse - compare 
BEAR 3 bull’s-eye 3a [ME bule, fr OE bula, akin to OE blawan to blow, 
(2) prob developed as a companion to hear] 

’bull adj BULLISH 1 

’bull vt to try to increase the pnee of (e g stocks) or in (a market) 

*bull Ji 1 a papal edict on a subject of major importance 2 an edict, decree 
[ME bulle, fr ML bulla seal, sealed document, fr L, bubble, amulet] 
’bull n 1 empty boastful talk; nonsense 2 fir unnecessary or irksome 
fatigues or discipline, esp in the armed forces USE slang [short for 
bullshit] 

bulla /ixKib, 'bub/ n, pi bullae /-li/ 1 a hollow thin-walled rounded 
bony prominence 2 a large blister or vesicle [NL, fr L] - bullous adj 
bullaca /'boolis/ n a European plum tree that bears small oval fruit in 
clusters [ME bolace, fr MF beloce, fr ML bolluca] 

'bull ,ant n BULLDOG ANT 

'bull, dog /-.dog/ n 1 a thickset muscular short-haired dog of an English 
breed that has widely separated forelegs and a short neck 2 a proctor’s 
attendant at Oxford or Cambndge 
'bulldog .ant n, chiefly Austr a large ant with a painful sting 
'bulldog .clip n a large clip made from 2 flat metal bars and a spnng, 
used to clamp sheets of paper together 

bulldoze /liooUohz/ w 1 to bully 2 to move, clear, gouge out. or level 
off with a bulldozer 3 to force insensitively or ruthlessly [perh fr 'bull 
+ alter of dose] 

'bull.dozer /-.dohza/ n a tractor-dnven machine with a broad blunt 
honzontal blade that is used for cleanng land, building roads, etc 
[bulldoze 4 '-er] 

bullet /lioolit/ n 1 a small round or elongated missile designed to be flred 
from a firearm; broadly cartridge la 2 sthg resembling a bullet [MF 
boulette small ball & boulet missile, dims of book ball - more at ’bowl] 

- bulletproof adj 

.bulletheeded /-'hedid/ adj 1 having a rounded solid-looking head 2 
bullheaded 

bulletin /Ixwbdn/ n 1 a brief public notice; specif a brief news item 
intended for immediate publication 2 a short programme of news items 
on radio or television [F. fr It bullettino, dim. of buUa papal edict, fr ML 

- more at *bull] 

'bulletin .board n, NAm a notice-board 

'bull, fight /-/let/ n a spectacle (in an arena) in which bulls are cer- 
emonially exated, fought with, and in Hispanic tradition killed, for public 
entertainment - bullfighter n 

'bullfinch /-.finch/ n a European fuich, the male of which has a rosy red 
breast and throat 

'bullfrog /-.frog/ n a heavy-bodied deep-voiced frog 
'bullhead /-.hed/ n any of various small river fishes with a big head; esp 
a miller's thumb 

.buH'headed /-'hedid/ adj stupidly stubborn; headstrong - bullheudedly 
adv, bullbeadednea n 
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Cavity wall 

This consists of two parallel 'skins' of 
brickwork with a gap of 50-76nnnn in 
between. The gap prevents damp 
penetrating to the inside of the house and 
acts as insulation. The brickwork is joined 
by metal ties. 


gauge rod 



Mortar 

Mortars are composed of a binder 
(cement, lime, or a mixture of the two), 
and aggregate (usually sand) and water 
The u ;ual proportions are 1 part binder to 
3 of aggregate, but this varies according 
to the material to be bonded and the 
strength and weather resistance required 
of the building. Mortar should be neither 
much stronger nor much weaker than the 
materials with which it is used 


Bonds 





Wattle and daub wad used to fill in the 
basic timber frame of a house. Poles were 
slotted into the framework, and twigs or 
reeds were then woven around them into 
a hurdle pattern. A layer of clay (daub) 

was then applied and sometimes coated 

with plaster. * 


Lath and plaster consisted of laths nailed 

to a timber frame and covered with 

piaster. 


Stone walling is divided into two types 

rubble and ashlar. Ashlar is a term used 

only of finely squared and jointed 

masonry. 


architecture 
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Traditional building styles 



Timber frame house. The wattle and daub 
infilling of boxframed timber houses was, 
from the 1 7th century, often replaced 
with brickwork, sometimes using a 
herringbone pattern 



Cob and thatch. Cob is clay or pressed 
earth reinforced with straw or hair It is 
durable if protected from damp at lop and 
bottom 



Flint walling is found m S and E England. 
The corners, doors, and windows are 
reinforced with brick or stone 



Pantiles are S shaped tiles made of clay, 
which IS fired and sometimes glazed. They 
are now used by architects to give a 
'Mediterranean' look to a house. 


Pargetting or raised and cut plasterwork 
on timber frame houses, fashionable in 
E Anglia in the 16th and 1 7th centuries. 


Weatherboarding was used for houses 
from the 1 8th century, when imports of 
soft wood reached areas where timber- 
built houses were common. 
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'bullhorn AJiawn/ n a megaphone 

bullion /Ixmlyan/ n gold or silver (in bars) that has not been minted 
[ME, fr AF, mint] 

bullish Aboolish/ adj 1 suggestive of a bull (e g in brawniness) 2 marked 
by, tending to cause, or hopeful of rising prices (e g in a stock market) 
-.bull 'neck n a thick short powerful neck - bullnecked adj 
bullock /*boobk/ n 1 a young bull 2 a castrated bull [ME butlok, fr OE 
buUuc, dim. of buJ/\ 

'bullring /-.ring/ n an arena for bullfights 

'bull-.roarer n a wooden slat tied to the end of a thong and whirled to 
make a roaring sound, used csp by Australian aborigines in religious 
rites 

'bull .session n, NAm an informal group discussion ['buJI\ 
'buirs-.eye n 1 a small thick disc of glass inserted (e g in a ship's deck) 
to let in light 2 a very hard round usu peppermint sweet 3a (a shot that 
hits) the centre of a target b sthg that precisely attains a desired end 4 
(a lantern having) a simple lens of short focal distance 
'bullshit /-.shit/ n nonsense - vulg ['buJ] + shit] 

'bullStWOOl /-.wool/ n, Austr & NZ nonsense - infml ['buU f wool] 
.bull 'terrier n a short-haired terrier of a breed onginated in England by 
crossing the bulldog with a breed of temer 
'bully /V>oli/ n 1 a browbeating person, csp one habitually cruel to others 
weaker than him-/herself 2 a hired ruffian [ong senses, sweetheart, fine 
fellow, bravo; prob modif of D boci lover, fr MHG buole] 

’bully adj [bulJy (fine, first-rate), prob fr 'bully] - bully for - used to 
congratulate a specified person, sometimes ironically <we// bully for 
you!) 

’bully vt to treat abusively, intimidate 

*bully, 'bnlly-.off n a procedure for starting play in a hockey match in 
which 2 opposing players face each other and alternately strike the ground 
and the opponent's stick 3 times before attempting to gam possession of 
the ball [ongin unknown] 

*bully vt to put (a hockey t>all) in play with a bully ^ v/ to start or restart 
a hockey match with a bully - usu + o/T 

bully bMf, bully n beef that has been preserved with salt and tinned 
[prob roodif of F (bocuf) boutlli boiled bwl] 

'bully.boy /-.boy/ a a rough man, esp a hired thug 
bulrush /'bool.rush/ n 1 any of a genus of annual or perennial sedges 
2 the papyrus - used in the Bible 3 Br either of 2 reedmaces [ME 
bulryscbe] 

bulwark /boobk/ n la a solid wall-like structure raised for defence; a 
rampart b a breakwater, seawall 2a a strong support or protection 
(^education as a of danocracy) b a defence <a pay nsc of 30 per cent 
would be a against inflation) 3 the side of a ship above the upper deck 
- usu pi with sing, meaning [ME bulwerke, fr MD bolwerc, fr MHG, fr 
bole plank + were work] 

'bum /bum/ n, chiefly Br the buttocks - slang [ME bom] 

*bum vt -mm- Br to have anal intercourse with - vulg 
’bum vb -mn- vi to spend tune idly and often travelling casually <'»med 
around for 3 years More she got a Job) - usu i around; slang vt to 
obtain by begging; cadge <can I a fag off you?) - slang [prob 
back-formation fr ^bummer] 

’bum n 1 NAm an idler, loafer; specif a vagrant, tramp 2 chiefly NAm 
an incompetent worthless person 3 NAm one who devotes his/her time 
to a specified recreational activity <a ski ^><a beach ^) USE slang 
[prob short for bummer] 

’bum adj, chiefly NAm 1 inferior, worthless advice) 2 disabled <a 
knee) USE tiuig 

'bumbi# fbumbW vi bumbUng /tumbling, 'bumbl-ing/ drone 1 [ME 
bomblen to boom, of imit origin] 

’bumbi* vi bombliiig /liumbling/ 1 to speak in a faltering manner 2 to 
proceed unsteadily; stumble - often + along [prob alter, of bungle] - 
barnUar /bumbb/ n, bnniblliigly Abumblingli/ adv 
’bumblt.bM Ahee/ n any of numerous large robust hairy bees 
'bym.bMt /-.boht/ n a btMt that brings commodities for sale to larger 
ships [prob fr LG bumboot, fr bum tree ^ boot boat] 
bumfi bupk /bumf/ n, Br (undesirable or superfluous) paperwork - 
infinl [bumf (toilet paper), short for bumfodder, fr 'bum fodder] 
'bumm*r /Wna/ n, chiefly NAm *bum 1 [prob modif of G bummler 
loafer, fr bummein to dangle, loaf] 

*bunim*r a an unpleasant experience (e g a bad reaction to a hallucino- 
genic drug) - infinl ['bum + -er] 

'bump /bui&p/ vT 1 to strike or knock with force 2 to collide with 3 to 
dbloidge with a jolt W 1 to knock against sthg with a forceftil jolt - often 


^ into 2 to proceed in a senes of bumps [imit] - bump into to encounter, 
esp by chance 

’bump 71 1 a sudden forceful blow or jolt 2 a rounded projection from a 
surface e g a a swelling of tissue b a natural protuberance of the skull 

3 a thrusting of the hips forwards in an erotic manner - compare 'grind 
3a 4 pi the act of holding a child by his/her arms and legs and swinging 
him/her into the air and back to the ground (gave her the on her 
birthday) 

'bumper /'bumpa/ n 1 a bnmmmg cup or glass 2 sthg unusually large 
[prob fr bump (to bulge)] 

’bumper adj unusually large (a ~ crop) 

’bumper n 1 a metal or rubber bar, usu at either end of a motor vehicle, 
for absorbing shock or minimizing damage in collision 2 a bouncer 
['BUMP + '-lr] 

bumpkin /'bum(p)kin/ n an awkward and unsophisticated rustic (a 
country '^> [perh fr Flem bommekijn small cask, fr MD, fr bomme 
cask] 

bump off vt to murder - slang 

bumptious /l>um(p)sh3s/ adj self-assertive in a presumptuous, obtuse, 
and often noisy manner, obtrusive ['bump + -tious (as in fractious)] - 
bumptiously adv, bumptiousness n 

bumpy /liumpi/ adj 1 having or covered with bumps, uneven (a 
roaif) 2 marked by jolts (a ^ nde) - bumpily adv, bumpiness n 
bun /bun/ n 1 any of vanous usu sweet and round small bread rolls that 
may contain added ingredients (c g currants or spice) 2 a usu tight knot 
of hair worn esp on the back of the head 3a chiefly N Eng a small round 
sweet cake often made from a sponge-cake mixture b Scot black bun 
[ME bunne] - bun in the oven a child in the womb (she's got a bun in 
the oven) 

Buna /'b(y)oohn3/ trademark - used for any of several artificial rub- 
bers 

'bunch /bunch/ /i 1 a compact group formed by a number of things of 
the same kind, esp when growing or held together; a cluster 2 sing or pi 
m constr the mam group (e g of cyclists) in a race 3 pi, Br a style in which 
the hair is divided into 2 lengths and tied, usu one on each side of the head 

4 sing or pi in constr a group of people - infml [ME bunche] - bunchy 
adj 

’bunch vb to form (into) a group or cluster - often + up 
bund /bund/ n an embankment or causeway used to control or retain 
water or oil [Hindi band, fr Per; akin to OE binden to bind] 

'bundle Abundl/ n la a collection of things held loosely together b a 
package c a collection, conglomerate 2 a small band of mostly parallel 
nerve or other fibres 3 a great deal; ma.ss (that will be a of fun) (he's 

a of nerves) 4 a sizable sum of money - slang [ME bundel, fr MD; 

akin to OE byndel bundle, bindan to bind] 

’bundle vt bundling /l>undling, 'bundl ing/ 1 to make into a bundle or 
package 2 to hustle or hurry unceremoniously (^^d the children off to 
school) 3 to hastily deposit or stuff into a suitcase, box, drawer, etc 
bundle up vb to dress warmly 

bundling /'bundling, 'bundl-ing/ n a former custom whereby a courting 
couple occupied the same bed without undressing [fr gerund of 
^bundle] 

bundu /Ixxmdooh/ n, SAfr the bush, veld [Bantu] 

'bun-, fight n, Br 1 an informal gathenng of a group, tea-party (are you 
going to the post-graduates' -- 7) 2 a confused disturbance in which 
people are jostling and shoving, esp in a confined space USE infml 
'bung /bung/ n the stopper in the bunghole of a cask; broadly sthg used 
to plug an opening [ME, fr MD bonne, bonghe, prob fr LL puncta 
puncture, fr L. fern of punctus, pp of fipngere to prick - more at 
pungent] ; 

’bung vr l to plug, block, or close (as iO with g bung - often -»• i/p 2 chiefly 
Br to throw, toss 3 Br to put that tecord on) USE (except I) 
infinl 

bungalow Abung-galoh/ n a usu detachdd or semidetached 1 -storied 
house [Hindi bahgla, lit., (house) in the E^gal style] 

*bung.hole /-.hohl/ n a hole for emptying or filling a cask 
bungtp Abung-gl/ vr bungling Abung gliug, 'bung gl ing/ to perform 
clumsily; mishandle, botch [perh of Scand origin; akm to Icel banga to 
hammer] - bungler /liung gb/ a, bangllng Abung-gling/ adj 
bunion Abunyan/ n an inflamed swelling at the side of the foot on the 
first joint of the big toe [prob irreg fr bunny (swelling), fr ME bony, prob 
fr MF bugne bump on the head] 

'bunk /bungk/ n 1 a built-in bed (e g on a ship) that is often one of a tier 
of berths 2 a sleeping place - infml [prob short for bunker] 

’bunk vi to sleep or bed down, esp in a makeshift bed 
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*bunk n [ongin unknown] - do a bunk chiefly Br to make a burned 
departure, esp in order to escape - slang 
«bunk n nonsense, humbug (^history is ^ - Henry Ford) [short for 
bunkum] 

bunk bed n either of 2 single beds usu placed one above the other 
'bunker /^ungka/ n 1 a bin or compartment for storage; esp one on a 
ship for stonng fuel 2a a protective embankment or dugout; esp a fortified 
chamber mostly below ground b a golf course hazard that is an area of 
sand-covered bare ground with 1 or more embankments [Sc honker chest, 
box] 

‘bunker vt to place or store (esp fuel) in a bunker 
bunkum /'bungkam/ n insincere or foolish talk, nonsense [Buncombe 
county. North Carolina. USA; fr the defence of a seemingly irrelevant 
speech made by its congressional representative, that he was speaking to 
Buncombe] 

bunny /1>uni/ n rabbit 1 - usu used by or to children [E dial bun 
(rabbit)] 

.Bunsen 'burner /'buns(3)n/ n a gas burner in which air is mixed with 
the gas to produce an intensely hot blue flame [Robert Bunsen tlS99 G 
chemist] 

'bunt /bunt/ n la the middle part of a square sail ship b the 
bunched part of a furled sail 2 the baggy part of a fishing net (perh fr 
LG, bundle, fr MLG, akin to OF byndel bundle] 

‘bunt n a disease of wheat caused by either of 2 parasitic fungi [origin 
unknown] 

‘bunt vt to stnke or push (as lO with the head, butt [alter of butt] ~ 

bunter n 

'bunting /liunt^ g.^ n any of various birds that have short strong beaks 
and are related to the finches [ME] 

‘bunting n (flags or decorations made oO a lightweight loosely woven 
fabnc [perh fr E dial bunt (to sift)] 

buntline /1)untlin. -.lien/ n any of the ropes attached to a square sail for 
hauling it up to the yard for furling — ^ ship 
'buoy /boy/ n a distinctively shaped and marked float moored to the 
bottom a as a navigational aid to mark a channel or hazard b for moonng 
a ship [ME boye, fr (assumed) MF boie, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE beacxn 
sign - more at blacon] 

‘buoyvr 1 to mark (as lO by a buoy 2a to keep afloat b to support, sustain 
3 to raise the spints of </k)/w ^s him up} USE (2 A J) usu f up [(1) 
'buoy, (2, 3) prob fr Sp boyar to float, fr boya buoy, fr (assumed) MF 
boie] 

buoyancy /^boyansi/ n la the tendency of a body to float or to nse when 
submerged in a fluid b the power of a fluid to exert an upward force on 
a body placed in it 2 resilience, vivacity 

buoyant /Ixiyant/ adj 1 capable of floating 2 cheerful, resilient - 
buoyantly adv 
bur /buh/ n 'burr 

buran /'booh.rahn/ n a violent winter storm of the steppes of the USSR 
[Russ] 

burble /'buhbl/ w burbling /l)uhbling, 'bubbl ing/ 1 to make a bubbling 
sound; gurgle 2 to babble, prattle 3 of airflow to become turbulent [ME 
burhlen, prob of imit ongin] - burble n 

burbot /'buhbot/ n, pi burbot also burbots a freshwater Tish of the cod 
family that has barbels on the mouth [ME borbot, fr MF bourbotte, fr 
bourbeter to burrow in the mud, fr OF, fr bourbe mud] 

'burden /'buhd( 3 )n/ n la sthg that is earned; a load b a duty, responsibil- 
ity 2 sthg oppressive or weansome; an encumbrance 3 capacity for 
carrying cargo <a ship of a hundred tons ^ > [ME, fr OE bv-r/ien; akin 
to OE beran to carry - more at ^bear] 

‘burden vt to load, oppress 

‘burden /I 1 a chorus, refrain 2 a central topic, a theme [alter, of bourdon 
drone bass (e g in a bagpipe), fr ME burdoun, fr MF bourdon bass pipe, 
of imit origin] 

.burden of 'proof n the duty of proving an assertion 
'burdensome /-sam/ adj imposing or constituting a burden; oppress- 
ive 

burdock /l>uhdok/ n any of a genus of coarse composite plants beanng 
prickly spherical flower heads ['burr, bur + 'dock] 
bureau /%yooaroh/ n, pi bureaus also bureaux /-rohz/ la a specialized 
administrative unit; esp a government department b an establishment for 
exchanging information, making contacts, or coordinating activities 2 Br 
a writing desk; esp one with drawers and a sloping top [F. desk, cloth 
covering for desks, fr OF burel woollen cloth, fr (assumed) OF burr, fr 
LL bum shaggy cloth] 

bureaucracy A>yoo 9 'rokFasi/ n 1 government characterized by special- 


ization of functions, adherence to fixed rules, and a hierarchy of authority; 
also the body of appointed government officials 2 a system of public 
administration marked by excessive officialism [F bureaucratie, fr bureau 
-cratie -cracy] - bureaucratize /-.tiez/ vt, bureaucratization n, bureau- 
cratic /.byooara'kratik/ adj, bureaucratically adv 
bureaucrat /'byooara.krat/ u a member of a bureaucracy; esp a govern- 
ment official who follows a rigid routine 

burette, NAm also buret /byoo'ret/ n a graduated glass tube with a small 
aperture and stopcock for measuring usu small quantities of liquid [F 
burette, fr MF, cruet, fr buire pitcher, alter, of OF buie^of Gmc origin; 
akin to OE buc pitcher - more at bucket] 

burgage /liuhgij/ n a tenure by which land in an English or Scottish 
town was held for a yearly rent [ME property held by burgage tenure, 
fr MF bourgage, lit., burgage, fr OF, fr bourg, bore town, fr L burgus 
fortified place, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG burg fortified place - more 
at borouoh] 

burgee /'buhjee/ n a swallow-tailed or tnangular flag flown, esp by 
racing yachts, for identification [perh fr F dud bourgeais shipowner] 
burgeon /1)uhj(d)n/ vi 1 to send fonh new growth (eg buds or 
branches) 2 to grow and expand rapidly [ME buijonen, fr butjon bud, 
fr OF, fr (assumed) VL bumon-, bumo, fr LL buna shaggy cloth] 
burger /liubga/ 1 a savoury flat cake, usu of mmced meat, that is eaten 
gnlled or fned, esp a hamburger 2 a sandwich made with a burger, usu 
in a bread roll (topped with a usu specified food such as cheese) USE usu 
in combination <bee/burger) (cheeseburger) [hamburger] 
burgees /liubjis/ n, archaic a citizen of a British borough [ME burgas, 
fr OF boijois, fr bore] 

burgh /'bura/ n a borough; specif a town in Scotland that has a charter 
[ME - more at borough] 

burgher /1>uhga/ n an inhabitant of an esp medieval borough or a 
town 

burglar /'buhgb/ n sby who commits burglary [AF burgler, fr ML 
burglator, prob alter, of burgator, fr burgatus, pp of burgare to commit 
burglary, fr L burgus fortified place] - burglvizc vt, chiefly NAm 
burglary /'buhgbn/ n the offence of unlawfully entenng a building with 
cnminal intent, esp to steal 

burgle /l>uhgl/ vt bnrglmg /liuhghng, 'buhgl ing/ to commit an act of 
burglary against [back-formation fr burglar] 

burgomaster /'buhga.mahsta/ n the mayor of a town m certain Euro- 
pean countnes [part modif, part trans of D burgemeester, fr burg town 
4 meester master] 

burgoo /l>uh,gooh, ,-'-/ n porridge, esp as formerly served to sailors 
[perh fr Ar burghul] 

Burgundy /liuhgandi/ n a red or white table wine from the Burgundy 
region of France 

burial /7>en-al/ n the act, process, or ceremony of burying esp a dead 
body [ME benel, benal, back-formation fr beriels (taken as a plural), fr 
OE byrgels; akin to OS burgisli tomb. OE byrgan to bury - more at 
bury] 

burin /liyooann/ n 1 an engraver's steel cutting tool 2 a prehistonc flint 
tool with a bevelled point [F] 

burk, berk also birk /buhk/ n, Br a stupid person, a fool [short for 
rhyming slang Berkshire (or perh Berkeley) Hunt cunt] 
burke /buhk/ vt 1 to suffocate or strangle in order to obtain a body to 
be sold for dissection 2a to suppress quietly or indirectly an inquiry) 
b to bypass, avoid - dcrog <- an issue') [William Buihe tl829 Ir cnminal 
executed for this crime] 

'burl /buhl/ \t to finish (cloth), esp by repairing loose threads and knots 
[ME, fr burie knot or lump in thread or cloth, deriv of LL bum shaggy 
cloth] - burler n 

‘burl n, Austr a try, attempt - esp in give it a burl [prob alter, of whirl 
(as in give it a whirl)] 

burlap /'buhlap/ n a coarse heavy plain-woven fabric, usu of jute or 
hemp, used for sacking and in furniture and linoleum manufacture [alter, 
of earlier borelapp] 

'burlesque /buh’lesk/ n 1 a literary or dramatic work that uses exagger- 
ation or imitation to ridicule 2 mockery, usu by caricature 3 a US stage 
show usu consisting of short turns, comic sketches, and striptease acts 
[burlesque, adj (comic, droll), fr F, fr It burlesco, fr burla joke, fr Sp] - 
burlesque a^f 

‘burlesque vt to imiute in a humorous or derisive manner, mock 
burly /buhli/ adj strongly and heavily built [ME comely, noble, 
well-built; prob akin to OE borlice extremely, excellently, OHO buHih 
lofty, excellent] - bnrlineM n 

Burmese /buh'meez/ q. pi Buramae (the Tibeto-Bunnan language oO a 
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native or inhabitant of Burma language [Burma, country in SE 
Asia] - Barnaae adj 

'burn /buhn/ n, chiefly Scot a small stream [ME - more at ‘bourn] 
’bum vbbant /buhnt/, burned /buhnd, buhnt/ vi la to consume fuel and 
give off heat, hght, and gases b to undergo combastion c to undergo 
nuclear fission or nuclear fusion d to give off light <a light ^ing in the 
window} 2 m of the ears or face to become very red and feel uncomfortably 
hot b to produce or undergo a painfully stinging or smartmg sensation 
(Jtngers ing from the cold} c to receive sunburn <lf/nd of skin that — s 
easily} d(l) to long passionately; 'die 3 <^ing to tell the story} (2) to 
be fllled with; experience sthg strongly <^ing with fury} 3 to become 
charred, scorched, or destroyed by fire or the action of heat (the potatoes 
are ing> ^vt la to cause to undergo combustion; esp to destroy by fire 
(^edthe rubhish} b to use as fuel 2a to transform by exposure to heat 
or fire clay to bricks} h to produce by burning a hole in the 
sleeve} 3a to injure or damage by exposure to fire, heat, radiation, caustic 
chemicals, or electricity b to execute by burning heretics at the stake} 

c to char or scorch by exposing to fire or heat 4 to harm, exploit - often 
pass [ME biman, fir OE byman, vi, baeman, vt, akin to OHG brinnan to 
bum, L fervere to boil] - burnable adj - bum one's bridgea/boats to cut 
off all means of retreat - bum the candle at both ends to use one's 
resources or energies to excess; esp to be active at night as well as by day 

- bum the midnight oil to work or study far into the night 

*burn n la injury or damage resulting (as lO from burning b a burned area 
<a ^ on the table top} c a burning sensation (the ^ of iodine on a cut} 
2 a firing of a spacecraft rocket engine in flight 

burner /buhna/ n the part of a fuel-buming device (e g a stove or 
furnace) where the flame is produced ['burn ^ '-fr] 
burnet Auhnit/ n any of a genus of plants of the rose family with flowers 
arranged in spikes [ME. fr OF bumete, fr brun brown - more at 
brunette] 

'burnet .moth n any of vanous day-flying moths with bnght metallic 
wings 

burning /l)uhnmg/a<^' la on Are h ardent, intense <'^ enthusiasm} 2a 
affecting (as if) with heat (a ^ fever} b resembling that produced by a 
bum <j ^ sensation on the tongue} 3 of fundamental importance; urgent 
<oiie of the ^ issues of our time} - buminidy 
.burning 'bush n any of several plants with red fruit or foliage 
burnish /buhnish/ vt to make shiny or lustrous, esp by rubbing; polish 
[ME bumtschen, fr MF bruniss-, stem of brunir, lit., to make brown, fr 
hruii] - bnraiahing adj or n 

burnous /.buh'noohs/ n a hooded cloak traditionally worn by Arabs and 
Moors [F, fr Ar bumus, fr Gk b/mis] 

burn out vt 1 to cause to be no longer active, having completed a course 
of development (the disease had burnt itself out) 2 to exhaust by 
excessive physical or mental activity (she was a bumt-out case at 30} 3 
to cause to bum out ~ vi to cease to conduct electricity when the enclosed 
filament or conducting wire has melted 

.burnt 'umber n (the dark reddish brown colour oO umber calcined to 
give it a reddish hue - compare raw umber 

burn up vt to drive along extremely fast <bum up the motorway} ~ infml 

- bnn-ap n 

'burp /buhp/ n a belch - infml [imit] 

’burp vb to (cause to) belch - infml 

'burr» bar /buh/ n 1 a rough or pnckly covenng of a fmit or seed 2 sthg 
that sticks or clings 3 a thin rough edge left after cutting or shaping metal, 
plastic, etc 4 the pronunciation of /r/ in a W country or Northumberland 
accent 5 a small dnll, also a bit used in a dentist’s or surgeon’s burr 6 
a rough whirring sound [ME burrc, akin to OE byrst bristle - more at 
bristle] - barred adj, ba^ adj 

*burr vi to make a whirring sound ^ v/ to pronounce with a burr 
’burr n buhr 

burro /Iworoh/ n, pi barroa chiefly NAm a small donkey (used as a pack 
RfdmaO [Sp, irreg fr borrico, fr LL burricus small horse] 

'burrow /*buroh/ n a hole or excavation in the ground m^e by a rabbit, 
fox, etc for shelter and habiution [ME borow] 

’burrow W 1 to construct or excavate by tunnelling < ^ ed its way beneath 
the hilt} 2 to make a motion suggestive of burrowing with; nestle (she 
^ed her grubby hand into mine} ~ vi 1 to conceal oneself (as if) in a 
burrow 2a to make a burrow b to progress (as iO by digging 3 to make 
a motion suggestive of burrowing; snuggle, nestle (^edj^gainst her back 
ior warmth} 4 to make a search as if by digging <'^ed into her pocket 
fora lOp piece} - bBrrower n 

bung /*bohso/ a, p! bwaaa» boraaa /Imhsi/ a small igc or pouch 


(between a tendon and a bone) [NL, fr ML, bag, purse - more at purse] 
- bursal adj 

bursar /1>uhsa/ n 1 an officer (e g of a monastery or college) in charge 
of funds 2 chiefly Scot the holder of a bursary [ML bursarius, fr 
bursa] 

buraary /l>uh8(3)n/ n 1 a bursar’s office 2 a grant of money to a needy 
student [ML bursaria, fr bursa] 

buraitia /.buh'sietas/ n inflammation of a bursa of the knee, shoulder, 
elbow, or other joint [NL, fr bursa] 

'burat /buhst/ vb burst vj 1 to break open, apart, or into pieces, usu from 
impact or because of pressure from within 2a to give way from an excess 
of emotion (his heart will ^ with gncf} b to give vent suddenly to a 
repressed emotion into tears} 3a to emerge or spring suddenly 
out of a house} b to launch, plunge (<-> into song} 4 to be filled to 
breaking point or to the point of overflowing « vt 1 to cause to break open 
or into pieces, usu by means of pressure from within 2 to produce (as lO 
by bursting [ME bersten, fr OE berstan, akin to OHG brestan to burst, 
Mir brosc noise] - burst at the seams to be large or full to the point of 
discomfort 

’burat /I 1 a sudden usu temporary outbreak 2 an explosion, eruption 3 
a sharp temporary increase (of speed, energy, etc) 4 a volley of shots 
burat out vi to begin suddenly (he burst out laughing} ^ vt to exclaim 
suddenly 

bury /Hien/ vt 1 to dispose of by depositing (as ift m the earth, esp to 
inter 2 to conceal, hide (the report was buncd under miscellaneous 
papers} 3 to put completely out of mind, have donl wirii <~ing thar 
differences} 4 to submerge, engross - usu i in (buried herself in her 
books} [ME burien, fr OE byrgan: akin to OE beorgan to preserve, OHG 
bergan to shelter, Russ berech' to save) - bury the hatchet to settle a 
disagreement; become reconciled 

'bua /bus/ n, pi ’S*, chiefly NAm -as* 1 a large motor-dnven passenger 
vehicle operating usu according to a timetable along a fixed route 2 a 
busbar [short for omnibus] 

*bua v6 -M- VI to travel by bus vt to transport by bus; specif, chiefly 
NAm to transport (children) by bus to a school in another district where 
the pupils are of a different race, in order to create integrated classes 
busbar /l>us,bah/ n a conductor or an assembly of conductors connected 
to several similar circuits in an electrical or electronic system ['omnibus 
4 bar] 

buaby /l>uzbi/ n 1 a military full-dress fur hat worn esp by hussars 2 
tbe bearskin worn by the Bngade of Guards - not used technically USE 
garment [prob fr the name Busby] 

'bush /boosh/ n la a (low densely branched) shrub h a close thicket of 
shrubs 2 a large uncleared or sparsely settled area (eg m Afnca or 
Australia), usu scrub-covered or forested 3a a bushy tuft or mass (a ~ 
of black hair} b 'brush 2 [ME; akin to OHG busc forest] 

’bush vt to support, protect, etc with bushes ~ vi to extend like or resemble 
a bush 

’bush, buahiiig n a usu removable cylindncal lining for an opening used 
to limit the size of the opening, resist abrasion, or serve as a guide [D bus 
bushing, box, fr MD busse box, fr LL buxis - more at 'box] 

*bush vt to provide (a bearing, shaft, etc) with a bush 
'bush .baby n a member of either of 2 genera of small active nocturnal 
tree-dwelling African primates 

'bush.buck /-.buk/ u, pi huskbucks, esp collectively buahbuck a small 
tropical African striped forest antelope [tnns of Afrik bosbok] 

'bush, craft /-.krahft/ n skill and experience in living in the bush 
bushad adj 1 perplexed, confused 2 chiefly Austr lost, esp in the bush 
3 tired, exhausted - infml ['bush + ‘-ed]' 

bushal /’booshl/ n 1 any of various units of dry capacity unit 2 
a container holding a bushel [ME busshel, tf OF hoisse/. fr (assumed) OF 
bmsse one sixth of a bushel, of Celt ongin;^kin to Mir boss palm of the 
hand] 

'bushland Aland, -Jand/ n 'bush 2 

'bushman /-man/ n 1 cap a member, or the language, of a race of 
nonudic hunters of southern Africa 2 chiefly Austr sby who lives in the 
bush and is experienced in bushcraft [( 1 ) modif of obs Afrik boschjesman, 
fr boCchje (dim. of bosch forest) + Afrik aaan] 

'bushiihastar A,mah8td/ n a tropical American pit viper that is the 
largest New World venomous snake 

'buah.ranggr Ajaynja/ n 1 a frontiersman, woodsman 2 Austr an 
outlaw living in the bush 

buah talagraph n the rapid unofficial communication of news, 
nimoure, etc by word of mouth 

bushwhack /l)oosh,wak/ vi 1 to clear a path through thick woods 2 
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to live or hide out in the woods 3 to Tight in or attack from the bush vr 
to ambush [back-formation fr bushwhacker] - bushwhacker n, bush- 
whacking n 

bushy /'booshi/ adj 1 full of or overgrown with bushes 2 growing thickly 
or densely - bushily adv, bushiness n 

business /'biznis/ n la a role, function b an immediate task or 
objective; a mission c a particular field of endeavour <//re best in the ^ > 
2a a usu commercial or mercantile activity engaged in as a means of 
livelihood b one’s regular employment, profession, or trade c a commer- 
cial or industrial enterprise <so/d her ^ and retired), also such enterpnses 
seldom acts as a unit) d economic transactions or dealings (^ready 
to take his ^ elsewhere unless service improved) 3 an affair, matter <a 
strange ^ > 4 movement or action performed by an actor 5a personal 
concern </ione of your ^ > b proper motive; justifying nght (you have 
no asking me that) 6 senous activity (immediately got down to ^) 
[ME bisinesse, fr bisy busy + -nesse -ness] - like nobody’s business 
extraordinarily well 

'business.like /-.lick/ adj 1 (bnskly) efficient 2 senous. purposeful 
'businessman /-man, -,man/, fern 'business, woman n 1 sby profession- 
ally engaged m commercial transactions, esp a business executive 2 sby 
with financial flair (I'm not much of a '>') 
busk /busk/ w, chiefly Br to sing or play an instrument in the street (e g 
outside a theatre) in order to earn money [ongin unknown) - 
busker n 

buskin /'buskin/ n a laced boot reaching halfway up the calf or to the 
knee [perh modif of Sp borcegui] 

'bus plane n, Br a traffic lane for buses only 
busman /'i>usno../ //, chiefly Br shy who works on a bus 
.busman's 'holiday n a holiday spent doing one’s usual work 
'bus-.shelter n a structure giving protection against bad weather at a 
bus-stop 

'bu8-,stop n a place, usu marked by a standardized sign, where people 
may board and alight from buses 

'bust /bust/ n 1 a sculpture of the upper part of the human figure 
including the head, neck, and usu shoulders 2 the upper part of the 
human torso between neck and waist, esp the (size of the) breasts of a 
woman |F buste, fr It busto, fr L bustum tomb] 

’bust vb busted also bust vt la to break, smash, also to make inoperative 
/ — my watch this morning) b to bring to an end, brlak up 3 - often 
♦ up 2a to arrest b to raid (police - ed the flat below looking for heroin) 

- VI la to burst (laughing fit to ^) b hrkak down la 2 to lose a game 
or turn by exceeding a limit (eg the count of 21 in pontoon) USE (vt, 
VI I) mfml [alter of burst) - bust a gut to exert oneself, make a great effort 

- infml 

’bust n a police raid or arrest - infml 

*bust adj 1 broken - chiefly infml 2 bankrupt - chiefly in go bust, 
infml 

bustard /'bustad/ n any of a family of usu large Old World and 
Australian game birds [ME, modif of MF histarde, fr Olt bistarda, fr L 
avis tarda, In , slow bird] 

buster /'busts/ n 1 sby or sthg that breaks or breaks up (enme ^s> 2 
chiefly NAm pal 2a - usu as a form of address (thanks a 
million, -> 

'bustle /'busi/ VI bustling /'busling, 'busl-ing/ to move bnskly and often 
ostentatiously [prob alter of obs buskle (to prepare), freq of busk] - 
bustling /'busling/ adj, bustlingly aJv 
’bustle n noisy and energetic activity (the hustle and of the big 
city) 

’bustle n a pad or framework worn to expand and support fullness at the 
back of a woman’s skin [ongin unknown] 

'bust-.up n I a breaking up or apart (the of their marriage) 2 a 
quarrel USE infml 

busty /'busti/ adj having large breasts 

'busy /’bizi/ adj 1 engaged in action; occupied 2 full of activity; bustling 
(a seaport) 3 foolishly or intrusively active; meddlesome 4 full of 
detail (a — design) 5 NAm, esp of a telephone in use [ME bisy, fr OE 
bisig-, akin to MD & MLG besirb busy] - busily /Inzali/ adv, busyness 
/l)izinis/ n 

’busy vt to make (esp oneselO busy; occupy (he busied himself with the 
ironing) 

'busy.body /-.bodi/ n an officious or inquisitive person 
.busy 'lizzie /'lizi/ n a common house plant that bears usu pink, scarlet, 
or crimson flowers almost continuously ['busy + Lizzie, nickname for 
Elizabeth] 

'but /bat; strong but/ conj la were it not (would collapse ~ for your help) 


b without the necessary accompaniment that - used after a negative (it 
never rams it pours) c otherwise than; that • . ■ not </ don't know 
what ril go) 2a on the contrary, on the other hand - used to join 
coordinate sentence elements of the same class or function expressing 
contrast (I meant to tell you you weren't here) b and nevertheless; 
and yet (poor proud) c - introducing an expression of protest or 
enthusiasm (^ that's ndiculous) or embarking on a new topic ('-'to 
continue ) [ME. fr OE butan, prep & conj. outside, without, except, 
except that; akin to OHG buzan without, except, both fr a prehistoric 
WGmc compound whose constituents are represented by QE be by A OE 
utan outside; akin to OE ut out - more at by. out] 

’but prep la with the exception of; barnng (we're all here ^ Mary) b 
other than (this letter is nothing ^ an insult) c not counting (the next 
house 2) 2 Scot without, lacking 

’but adv 1 only, merely (he is a child) 2 to the contrary (who knows 
that he may succeed) 3 - used for emphasis (get there — fast) 4 NE 
Eng & Austr however, though (it's pouring with ram, warm 
*but /but/ n a doubt, objection (there are no about it) 
butadiene /.byoohta'die-een. ,— '-/ n an inflammable gaseous hydrocar- 
bon used in making synthetic rubbers [ISV butane -i- di- + -ene] 
butane /liyoohtayn/ n an inflammable gaseous hydrocarbon of the 
alkane senes used esp as a fuel (e g in cigarette lighters) [ISV butyric + 
-ane] 

'butch /booch/ n, chiefly Br a male or female homosexual who plays the 
masculine role in a relationship [Butch, a nickname for boys, prob short 
for butcher] 

’butch adj, chiefly Br aggressively masculine in appearance - used, often 
disparagingly, of both women and (esp homosexual) men 
'butcher /hooeb^/ n la sby who slaughters animals or dresses thar flesh 
b sby who deals in meat 2 sby who kills ruthlessly or brutally [ME 
bocher, fr OF bouchier, fr bouc he-goat. prob of Celt origin; akin to Mir 
bocc he-goat - more at ’buck] 

’butcher vt 1 to slaughter and prepare for market 2 to kill in a barbarous 
manner 3 to spoil, rum - butcherer n 
'butcher-.bird n any of various shnkes 

'butchers n. pi butchers Br look 1 - slang [rhyming slang butcher's 
(hook)] 

.butcher's-'broom n a European plant with stiff-pointed leaffike twigs 
used for brooms 

butchery /'booch(3)n/ n 1 the preparation of meat for sale 2 cruel and 
ruthless slaughter of human beings 3 the action of spoiling or ruining 4 
chiefly Hr a slaughterhouse 

butler / hutb/ /i 1 a manservant in charge of the wines and spints 2 the 
chief m,ile servant of a household [ME buteler, fr OF bouteillier bottle 
bearer, fr bouteille bottle - more at bottle] 

'butt /but/ vb to stnke or shove (sthg) with the head or horns [ME butten, 
fr OF boter, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG bozan to beat - more at 
•beat] 

’butt n a blow or thrust, usu with the head or horns 
’butt n la a backstop for catching missiles shot at a target b a target c 
pi a range, specif for archery or nfle practice d a low mound, wall, etc 
from behind which sportsmen shoot at game birds 2 an object of abuse 
or ndiculc; a victim [ME; partly fr MF but target, end, of Gmc origin; 
akin to ON butr log, LG butt blunt; partly fr MF bute backstop, fr but 
target] 

*butt VI to abut - usu -f against or onto — vt 1 to place end to end or side 
to side withou' overlapping 2 to join by means of a butt joint [partly fr 
’buff, partly fi 'butt] 

’butt n 1 the end of a plant or tree nearest the roots 2 the thicker or handle 
end of a tool or weapon 3 an unused remainder; esp the unsmoked 
remnant of a cigar or cigarette [ME; prob akin to ME buttok buttock. 
LG butt blunt, OHG bozan to beat] 

’butt n a large cask, esp for wine, beer, or water [ME, fr MF botte, fr 
OProv bota, fr LL buttts] 

butte /byooht/ n, chiefly NAm an isolated hill with steep sides [F, knoll, 
fr MF bute mound of earth serving as a backstop] 

'butter /'buta/ n 1 a pale yellow solid emulsion of fat globules, air. and 
water made by churning milk or cream and used as food 2a any of various 
vegetable oils remaining solid or semisolid at ordinary temperatures 
(cocoa -) b any of various food spreads made with or having the 
consistency of butter (peanut - ) [ME. fr OE butav, akin to OHG 
butera butter, both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr L butyrum 
butter, fr Gk boutyron, fr bous cow f tyros cheese] - botlerleM adj 
’butter vt to spread or cook with butter 
'butter.ball /-.bawl/ n a chubby person • infml 
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'butter .bean n 1 a (large dried) lima bean 2 sieva bean 
'butter.bur /-.buh/ n a large Eurasian plant with very large leaves and 
reddish-purple flowers 

'buttercup /-Jcup/ n any of many plants with asu bnght yellow flowers 
that commonly grow m flelds and as weeds 

'butter, fat /-.fat/ n the natural fat of milk and chief constituent of 
butter 

'butter.f ingered /-.ring-gadZ-acf; apt to let things fall or slip through the 
fingers; careless - infml 

'butterfingers /-.flng-gaz/ n. p! butterfingers a butterfingered person 
- infml 

'butterfish /-.flsh/ n any of numerous fishes with a slippery coating of 
mucus 

'butterfly A.flie/ n l any of numerous slender-bo^ed day-flying insects 
with large broad often brightly coloured wings anatomy 1 a 
person chiefly occupied with the pursuit of pleasure 3 a swimming stroke 
executed on the front by moving both arms together forwards out of the 
water and then sweepuig them back through the water 4 pi queasiness 
caused esp by nervous tension - infml [ME butterfJie, fr OE buterflcoge, 
fr bmere butter + fteoge fly; perh fr former belief that butterflies steal milk 
and butter] 

'butterfly .fish n a fish having either variegated colours, broad 
expanded fins, or both; esp a European blenny 

'butterfly .nut n wing nut 

'butterfly .valve n a damper or valve consisting of a disc turning round 
an axis on the diameter of the disc 

'buttermilk /-.milk/ n 1 the liquid left after butter has been churned 
from milk or cream 2 cultured milk made by the addition of suitable 
bacteria to milk 

'butter, nut /-.nut/ n (the edible oily nut oO an Amencan tree of the 
walnut family 

'butter.acotch /-.skoch/ n (the flavour oO a brittle toffee made from 
brown sugar, syrup, butter, and water 
butter up vt to charm with lavish flattery; cajole * infml 
'butter, wort /-.wuht/ n any of a genus of insect-eating plants of damp 
places 

'buttery /'but( 9 )n/ n a room (e g in a college) in which food and dnnk 
are served or sold (ME botene, fr MF, fr borte cask, butt - more at 
*butt] • 

^buttery adj similar to or containing butter 
butt in vr 1 to meddle, intrude 2 to mtemipt 
'butt Joint n a joint made by placing the ends or sides of the parts 
together without overlap and often with reinforcement 
buttock /Initak/ n the back of a hip that forms one of the 2 fleshy parts 
on which a person sits [ME buttok - more at 'butt] 

'button /1>ut(9)n/ A 1 a small knob or disc secured to an article (e g of 
clothing) and used as a fastener by passing it through a buttonhole or loop 
2 an immature whole mushroom 3 a guard on the tip of a fencing foil 4 
PUSH BUTTON 5 sthg of little value <iior worth a (ME boton, fr MF, 
fr OF, fr boter to thrust - more at 'butt] - buttonleas adj 
^button vt to close or fasten (as iO with buttons - often + up <'^ up your 
overcoat} to hBve buttons for fastening ithis dress at the 
back} 

'button-.dOwn adj, of a collar having the ends fastened to the garment 
with buttons 

"button,hol0 /-.hohl/ n 1 a slit or loop through which a bu|^n is passed 
2 chiefly Br a flower worn in a buttonhole or pinned to the lapel 
‘buttonhole vt l to provide with buttonholes 2 to sew with buttonhole 
stitch > IwttOBholer n 

*buttonhole vt to detain in conversation (alter, of buttonhold (to detain 
sby by holding the buttons on his clothes)] 

'buttonhole .stitch n a closely worked loop stitch used to make a firm 
or neat edge (e g on a buttonhole) > compare blanket stitch 
'button, hook /-.hook/ n a hook for drawing small buttons through 
buttonholes 

'buttons n, pi bottOBs Br a bellboy > mfml [fr rows of buttons on his 
jacket] 

'button*, through adj, of a garment fastened from the top to the bottom 
with buttons <a ^ skirt} 

buttress /ImCris/ n 1 a structure built against a wall or building to 
provide support or reinforcement 2 a projecting part of a mountain 3 sthg 
that supports or strengthens {a of the cause of peace} [ME butres, fr 
MF boutwet, fr OF boterez, fr boter] - bnttreH it, bnttnaaad adj 
Isutt ,wbld a a butt joint made by welding > butt-wdd vt, bitt 
wekUsgn 


butty /T>uti/ n, dial Br a sandwich - infml ['butter + *-y] 
butut /booh'tooht/ n The Gambia at nationality [native name 
in the Gambia] 

butyl /'byoohtil, -tiel/ n a univalent radical C 4 H, derived from butane 
[ISV butync ^ -yl] 

butyr- /byooti-/, butyro- comb form 1 butyric <butyra/> 2 butync acid 
<buiyr«fe> [ISV, fr butync] 

butyraceous /.byoohti'rayshds/ adj buttery > used technically [L 
butyrum butter - more at buiter] 

butyric /byooh'tink/ adj relating to or producing butyric acid [F 
butynque, fr L butyrum] 

bu.tyric 'acid n an unpleasant-smelling fatty acid found esp in rancid 
butter 

buxom /'buksfsjm/ adj attractively or healthily plump; specif 
full-bosomed [ME buxsum compliant, gracious, fr (a.ssumed) OE buh- 
sum, fr OE bugan to bend - more at 'bow] - buxomness n 
'buy /bie/ vh bought /bawt/ vt 1 to acquire possession or nghts to the 
use of by payment, esp of money; purchase 2 to obtain, often by some 
sacrifice (bought peace with their lives} 3 to bnbe, hire 4 to be the 
purchasing equivalent of (fhe pound less today than it used to} 5 to 
believe, accept (OK. Til ^ that} - slang vi to make a purchase [ME 
byen, fr OE byegan. akin to Goth bugjan to buy] - buy time to delay an 
imminent action or decision, stall 
‘buy n an act of buying, a purchase 

buyer /1)ie-9/ n one who selects and buys stock to be sold in an esp large 
shop ['buy + *-er] 

'buyer's .market n a market in which supply exceeds demand, buyers 
have a wide range of choice, and pnees tend to be low - compare seller’s 
market 

buy in vt to obtain (a stock or supply of sthg) by purchase, esp in 
anticipation of need, also to complete an outstanding securities transac- 
tion by purchase against the account of (a delaying or defaulting specula- 
tor or dealer) - buy-in /'- .-/ n 

buy off vt to make a payment to in order to avoid some undesired course 
of action (e g prosecution) 

buy out vt 1 to purchase the share or interest of (bought out his partner} 
2 to free (e g from military service) by pajfncnt - usu t of (bought himself 
out of the army} 

buy up vt 1 to purchase a controlling interest in (e g a company), esp by 
acquinng shares 2 to buy the entire available supply of 
'buzz /buz/ VI 1 to make a low continuous vibratory sound like that of 
a bee 2 to be filled with a confu.sed murmur (the room -*ed with 
excitement} 3 to make a signal with a buzzer ^vt 1 to cause to buzz 2 
to fly over or close to in order to threaten or warn (the airliner was cd 
by fighters dunng its approach} 3 to summon or signal with a buzzer 
[ME bussen, of imit origin] 

‘buzz n 1 a persistent vibratory sound 2a a confused murmur or flurry 
of activity b rumour, gossip 3 a signal conveyed by a buzzer or bell; s/xc/f 
a telephone call - infml 4 chiefly NAm a pleasant stimulation; a kick - 
infml 

buzzard /liuzad/ n 1 a contemptible, greedy, or grasping person 2 
chiefly Br a common large European hawk with soanng flight, or a similar 
relat^ bird 3 chiefly NAm a (large) bird of prey (e g the turkey buzzard) 
[ME busard, fr OF, alter, of buison, fr L buteon-, buteo] 
buzzer /huza/ n an electric signalling device that makes a buzzing sound 
('buzz + '-er] 

buzz off vi to go away quickly - slanp 
'buzz .taw n, chiefly NAm circular $aw 

'buzz, word /-.wuhd/ n a usu technical word or phrase unintelligible to 
laymen 

bwana /l>wahna/ n, chiefly E Africa 1 ^ master, boss - often as a term of 
address [Swahili, fr Ar abuna our fatl^r] 

'by /bie/ prep la in proximity to; near ^standing the window} b on 
the person or in the possession of (keep a spare set ^ me} 2a through 
(the medium oO; via (enter ~ the dodr} (delivered ^ hand} b 11*15' 
in the direction of (another compass poiat up to 90* away) (north ^ east} 
V up to and then beyond; past (went right « him} 3a in the circum- 
stances of; during (studied ^ night} b not later than (in bed ^ 2 am} 
4a(l) through the instrumentality or use of (^ bus} (what did he mean 
thatT} (2) through the action or creation of (a trio ^ Mozart} b(l) 
sired by - compare our of 2c (2) with the participation of (the other 
parent) (bis daughter ^ his first wife} S with the witness or sanction of 
(swear Heaven} 6 a in conformity with (acted ^ the rules} (opened 
it ^ mistake} b in terms of (paid ^ the hour} (called her ^ name} c 
the evidence of (judge ^ appearances} d with the action of (began 
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^ scolding her} (^alarmed him ^ driving too fast} 7 with respect to 
(French ^ birthy 8 to the amount or extent of (better ^ /ar> 9 in 
successive units or increments of inchesy(day day} (succeeded 
little littley 10 - used in division as the inverse of into (divide 70 
35y, in multiplication (multiply 10 ^ 4>, and in measurements (a room 
15ft ~ 20fty 11 chiefly Scot in comparison with; beside [ME, prep 8l adv, 
fr OE, prep, be, bi\ akin to OHG bi by, near, L ambh on both sides, 
around, Gk amphi] - by oneself 1 alone, unaccompanied (standing by 
himself watching the others playmgy 2 unaided (did her shoes up all by 
herself) 

>by adv la close at hand, near (when nobody was '^y b at or to another's 
home (stop ^ for a chaty 2 past (saw him go '^y 2 aside, away, esp 
in or into reserve (keep a few bottles > 

,by and 'by adv soon 

,by and 'large adv on ihe whole, in general 
'by*, blow n an indirect blow 

'bye, by /bie/ n 1 sthg of secondary importance 2 the passage to the next 
round of a tournament allowed to a competitor without an opponent 3 
a run scored in cncket off a ball that passes the batsman without stnking 
the bat or body - compare leg bye, exira [alter, of ^by] - by the bye 

BY THE WAY 

’bye, by intei^ - used to express farewell [short for goodbye] 

'bye-bye, by-by /'- .*. '-/ inter] - used to express farewell [baby-talk 

redupl of goodbye] 

’'bye-, bye, 'by-, by n bed, sleep - usu pi with sing, meaning (go to -^s>, 
usu used by or to children 

'by-e, lection also 'bye-e.lection n a special election to fill a vacancy 
'bye-.lin^ n xv, m r ine - infml 

Byeloruseien, Belomsaian /,b(y)eloh'rushan/ n 1 a native or inhabitant 
of Byelorussia in the USSR 2 the Slavonic language of the Byelorussians 
LANGUAGE - Byelorussian adj 
'bygone /bie,gon/ adj earlier, past, esp outmoded 
’bygone n an esp domestic artefact of an early and disused type - let 
bygones be bygones to forgive and forget past quarrels 
bylew, byelaw Aie.Iaw/ n a local or secondary law or regulation — :f 
LAW [ME bilawe, prob fr (assumed) ON bylog, fr ON byr town + log 
law] 

'by-,line n t a secondary line, a sideline 2 the author's name printed with 
a newspaper or magazine article 

''by, pass /-.pahs/ n 1 a passage to one side; esp a road built so that 
through traffic can avoid a town centre 2 a channel carrying a fluid round 
a part and back to the main stream 

’bypass vt 1 to avoid by means of a bypass 2 to neglect or ignore, usu 
intentionally, circumvent 
'by, path /',pahth/ n a byway 

'by, play /-.play/ n action engaged in on the side while the main action 
proceeds (e g during a dramatic production) 

'by-.product n sthg produced (e g in manufactunng) in addition to a 
pnnapal product 

byra /'bie-a/ n, chiefly Br a cow shed [ME, fr OE byre, akin to OE bur 
dwelling ~ more at 'bower] 

Byronic /bic'ronik/ adj displaying a self-conscious romanticism [fr the 
characteristics of the life and writings of George Gordon. Lord Byron 
tl924 E poet] - Byronlcally adv 

byssinosis /.bisi'nohsis/ n, p/byssinoses /-seez/ a chronic lung disorder 
associated with the prolonged inhalation of cotton dust [NL, fr L 
byssinus of fine linen, fr Gk byssinos, fr byssos byssus] 
byssus /'bisas/ n, pi byaauses, byaal /-sic/ a tuft of filaments by which 
some bivalve molluscs (e g mussels) attach themselves to a s^jrface [NL, 
fr L, linen cloth, fr Gk byssos flax, of Sem ongin, akin to Hcb linen 
cloth] 

bystander /l)ie,standa/ n one present but not involved in a situation or 
event 

byte /biet/ n a string of adjacent binary digits that is often shorter than 
a word and is processed by a computer as a unit; esp one that is 8 bits 
long [perh alter, of ^bite] 

'by.way /-.way/ n 1 a little-used road 2 a secondary or little known 
aspect (the author takes us down the of medieval literaturey 
'by.word /-.wuhd/ o 1 a proverb 2 (the name oO sby or sthg taken as 
representing some usu bad quality (a ~ for crueltyy 
,by-your-'leave n a request for permission - esp in without so much as 
a by-your-leave 

Byzantine /bi'zantien, bie-, -teen/ adj 1 (characteristic) of the ancient 
city of Byzantium or its empire 2 of or in a style of architecture developed 
in the Byzantine Empire in the Sth and 6th c, featuring a central dome 


earned over a square space and much use of mosaics 3 intneately 
tortuous; labynnthine [LL Byzantinus, fr Byzantium, ancient name of 
Istanbul, city in Turkey] - Byzantine n 


c 

c /see/ n, pi c’s, cs 1 (a graphic representation of or dei^ce for reproduc- 
ing) the 3rd letter of the English alphabet 2 a speech counterpart of 
orthographic c 3 the keynote of a C-major scale 4 one designated c. esp 
as the 3rd in order or class 5 a grade rating a student's work as fair or 
mediocre in quality 6a one hundred number b chiefly NAm a 
sum of SI (X) - slang 
ca* Aah, kaw/ vb or n, Scot (to) call 

cab Aab/ n 1 a taxi 2 the part of a locomotive, lorry, crane, etc that 
houses the dnver and operating controls [short for cabnolet] 
cabal Aa'bal/ v; or n -11- (to unite in or form) a clandestine or unofficud 
faction, esp in political intngue [F cabaJe cabala, intrigue, cabal, fr ML 
cabbala cabala, fr LHeb qabbalah, lit , received (lore)] - cabalift /'kabl-ist, 
kD'balist/ n 

cabala, cabbala, cabbalah also kabala, kabbala, kabbalah /ka'bahb, 
'kabab/ n, often cap 1 a system of esotenc Jewish mysticism 2a a 
traditional, esotenc. occult, or secret matter b esotenc doctnne or 
mystenous an [ML cabbala] - cabalism Aab3,liz(3)m/ n, cabaliat n, 
cabalistic /.kaba'Iistik/ adj 

Caballero /.kaba'lyearoh, kaba'yearoh/ n, pi caballeros a Spanish gentle- 
man or knight [Sp, fr LL caballanus horseman - more at cavalier] 
cabaret Aabaray/ n a stage show or senes of acts provided at a 
nightclub, restaurant, etc [F. lit., tavern, fr ONF, prob irreg fr LL camera 
chamber] 

cabbage /'kabij/ n l a cultivated plant that has a shon stem and a dense 
globular head of usu green leaves used as a vegetable 2a one who has lost 
control of hisAer esp mental and physical faculties as the result of illness 
or accident b an inactive and apathetic person USE (2) infml [ME 
caboche, fr ONF, head] 

'cabbage .palm n a palm with edible cabbage-like buds at the end of the 
stem 

.cabbage 'white n any of several related largely white butterflies whose 
caterpillars feed on cabbage 

cabby, cabbie /'kabi/ n a taxi dnver - infml [cab -y] 
caber Aayba/ n a roughly tnmmed tree trunk that is tossed for distance 
in a Scottish sport [ScGael cabar] 

'cabin /Icabm/ n la a room or compartment on a ship or boat for 
passengers or crew b a compartment in an aircraft for cargo, crew, or 
passengers 2 a small usu single-stoned dwelling of simple construction 3 
chiefly Br cab 2 [ME cabane, fr MF, fr OProv cabana hut, fr ML 
capanna] 

’cabin vt to confine - chiefly poetic 
'cabin .boy n a boy employed as a servant on board a ship 
'cabin .class n a class of accommodation on a passenger ship superior 
to tounst class and mfenor to First class 

'cabin .cruiser n a private motorboat with hving accommodation 
'cabinet /katKOnit/ n la a case for stonng or displaying articles b an 
upnght case housing a radio or television set 2 sing or pi in constr, often 
cap a body of advisers of a head of state, who formulate government policy 
(MF, small room, dim. of ONF cabine gambling house] 

’cabinet ad) of a governmental cabinet 

'cablnet,maker /-.mayka/ n a craflsman who makes fine furniture in 
wood > cabiDctmaking n 

'cabinetwork /-.wuhk/ a high quality woodwork produced by a 
cabinetmaker 

'cable Aaybl/ n la a strong thick rope b a wire rope or metal chain of 
great tensile strength 2 an assembly of electrical conductors insulated 
from each other and surrounded by a sheath television 3 a 
cablegram 4 cable, cable length a nautical unit of length equal to about 
a Br 185m (202yd) b NAm 219m (240yd) [ME, fr ONF, ft ML capulum 
lasso, fr L capere to take - more at heave] 

’cable vb cabling /'kaybl-ing, 'kaybling/ vt 1 to fasten or provide with a 
cable or cables 2a to transmit (a message) by submarine cable b to 
communicate with or inform (a person) by cablegram 3 to make into (a 
form resembling) a cable ^ vi to communicate by means of a cable- 
gram 
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'cable .car n a carriage made to be moved on a cable railway or along 
an overhead cable 

‘cablegram /-.gram, -gram/ n a message sent by a submanne cable 
'cable-.laid adj, of a rope composed of 3 ropes twisted together each 
containing 3 strands 

cable railway n a railway along which the carriages are pulled by an 
endless cable operated by a stationary motor; ‘funicular 
'cable .stitch n a knitting stitch that produces a twisted rope-like 
pattern 

cable television n cablevision 

'cable.vision /-.vi/h(a)n/ n a system in which television signals reach the 
television by cable rather than by a separate aenal television 
'cable.way /-.way/ n a suspended cable along which earners (e g cable 
cars) can be pulled 
cabman Aabman/ n a taxi dnver 

cabochon /'kabo.shon/ n (the form oO a convex highly polished gem. 
cut without facets [MF, aug of ONF caboche head] - eabochon adv 
caboodle Aa'boohdl/ n a collection, lot (sell the whole - inftnl 
[prob fr ra- (intensive prefix, prob of imit ongin) f boodJe (lot. large 
amount)] 

caboose Aa'boohs/ n 1 a ship's galley 2 NAm a wagon attached to a 
goods tram, usu at the rear, mainly for the use of the tram crew [prob 
fr D kabuis, fr MLG kabuse] 

cabotage /'kabo.tahzh/ n trade or transport in coastal waters or between 
2 points within a country [F. fr caboter to sail along the coast] 
cabriole /‘kabn.ohl/ n a curved furniture leg. often ending in an orna- 
mental foot [F. caper] 

cabriolet /.kabrioh'lay/ n a light 2-wheeled 1 -horse carriage with 
upward-curving shafts [F. fr dun. of cabnole caper, alter, of MF capri- 
ole] 

cac- /kak-/, caco- comb form bad, unpleasant <cacqgenics> (.cacephonyy 
[NL, fr Gk kak-, kako-. fr kakos bad] 
ca* canny /.kah 'kani, .kaw/ n, dial Br a go-slow [E dial & Sc ca’canny 
U proceed cautiously, fr ca* to call, dnve + canny cautious(ly)] - ca* 
canny rr, dial Br 

cacao /ka'kah-oh, -'kayoh/ n, pi cacaos (a S American tree bearing) the • 
fatty seeds which are u^, partly fermented and dried, in making cocoa, 
chocolate, and cocoa butter [Sp, fr Nahuatl cacahuatl cacao beans] 
cachalot Aashalot/ n sperm whale [F] 

cache /kash/ n I a hidmg place, esp For provisions or weapons 2 stRg 
hidden or stored in a cache (F, fr cacher to pr^, hide, fr (assumed) VL 
coacticare to press together, fr L coactare to compel, fr caactus, pp of 
coggre to compel - more at cogent] - cache vr 
cachet /kashay, ka'shay/ a 1 'seal 1; esp one used as a mark of official 
approval 2 (a characteristic feature or quality conferring) prestige 3 sthg 
other than the postmark that is stamped by hand on a postal item [MF, 
fr cacher to press, hide] 

cachexia Aa'keksi>3/ also cachexy Aa'keksi, kakeksi/ n general physi- 
cal wasting, usu associated with chrome disease [LL cachexia, fr Gk 
kachexia bad condition, fr kak- cac- -t- hexis condition, fr echein to have, 
be disposed - more at scheme] - cachetic Aa'kctik/ adj 
cachinnate /kakmayt/ vi to laugh loudly or immoderately - fml [L 
cachinnatus, pp of cachmoare, of unit ongin] - cachinnation 
/-'naysh(a)n/ n 

cachou /'kashooh, ka'shooh/ n I catechu 2 a pill or lozenge used to 
sweeten the breath [F, fr Pg cachu, fr Malayalam kaccu] 
cachucha Aa'chooheha/ n a lively Andalusian solo dance in inple time 
done with castanets [Sp. small boat, cachucha] 

, cack-handed /kak/ adj, Br 1 awkward, clumsy - infml 2 left-handed 
- derog [ongin unknown] 

cackle /'bikl/ vi cacUing /’kakl ing, 'kakling/ 1 to make the sharp 
broken noise or cry charactenstic of a hen, esp after laying 2 to laugh m 
a way suggestive of a hen’s cackle 3 'chatter 2 [ME cakeJen, of imit 
origin] - cackle n, cackler /Tcakla, ‘kakl a/ n 
caco- comb form - see cac- 

cacodemon /kaka'deeman/ n an evil spirit; a demon [Gk kakodmmon, 
fr kak- cac- + daitnon spirit] - cacodenoalc /-di'momk/ adj 
cacography Aa'kografi, ka-/ n bad handwriting or spelling - compare 
calligraphy - cacopaphical /Jcaka’grafikl/ adj 
cacomiatle /kaka,misl/ n a flesh-eating mammal related to and resem- 
bling the raccoon [MexSp, fr Nahuatl tlacomiztti, fr tlaco half + mizOi 
mountain lion] 

cacophony /kalcofini/ n harsh or discordant sound; dissonance [F 
cacapboaie, ft NL cacaphaiia, fr Ok kakopbdnia, fr kak- cac- + pbdoe 
sound] - eacophoeons adj 


cactus Aaktas/ n, pi cacti /-tie/, cactuses any of a family of plants that 
have fleshy stems and scaly or spiny branches instead of leaves and are 
found esp in dry areas (c g deserts) [NL, genus name, fr L, a thistle-like 
plant, fr Gk kaktos] 

cad /kad/ n an unscrupulous or dishonourable man - derog; not now in 
vogue [E dial., unskilled assistant, short for Sc caddie] - adj 

cadaver /ka'dava, -'dahva, -'dayva/ n a corpse, usu intended for dissec- 
tion [L, fr cadere to fall] 

cadaverous Aa'dav(a)ras/a4f 1 (suggestive) of a corpse 2a unhealthily 
pale; pallid, livid b gaunt, emaciated - cadaverously adv 
caddie, caddy /'kadi/ n one who assists a golfer, esp by carrying clubs 
[F cadet military cadet] - caddie, caddy w 
'ceddia .fly /'kadis/ n any of an order of 4-wingcd insects with aquatic 
larvae 

'caddie .worm n the larva of a caddis fly [prob alter, of obs codworm, 
fr cod (bag) + worm; fr the case or tube in which it lives] 
caddy /'kadi/ n a small box or tin used esp for holding tea [Malay kati, 
a unit of weight] 

-cade /-kayd/ comb form (n -* n) procession <mororcade> [caval- 
cade] 

cadence Aayd(3)ns/, 'cadency /-si/ n la the rhythm and intonations 
in language b a falling inflection of the voice 2 a concluding strain; specif 
a musical chord sequence moving to a harmonic close or point of rest and 
giving the sense of harmonic completion 3 the modulat^ and rhythmic 
recurrence of a sound [ME, fr Olt cadenza, fr cadere to fall, fr L - more 
at chance] - cadenced adj, cadential Aay'denshfa)!/ adj 
cadent /’kayd(a)nt/ adj having a rhythmic fall in pitch or tone [L 
cadent-, cadens, prp of cadere] 

cadenza Aa'dcnza/ n a technically showy sometimes improvised solo 
passage in a concerto [It. cadence, cadenza] 
cadet Aa'dct/ n la a younger brother or son b (a member oO a younger 
branch of a family 2 sby training to be an ofTicer in the armed forces or 
a policeman 3 a young person receiving basic military training, esp at 
school [F, fr F dial, capdet chief, fr LL capiteJJum, dim of Lcapit-. caput 
head > more at hf.ad] - cadetship n 
cadge Aaj/ vb to get (sthg) by asking and usu imposing on sby's 
hospitality or good nature - infml [back-formation fr Sc cadger carrier, 
huckster, fr ME cadgear, fr caggen to tie] - cadger n 
cadi Aahdi, 'kay-/ n a judge in a Muslim community [Ar qaiji, fr qada 
to judge] 

cadmium /1cadmi*am/ n a bluish-white soft tMic bivalent metallic 
clement used esp in platings and beanng metals periodic table 
[NL, fr L cadmia calamine - more at cai.amine, fr the occurrence of its 
ores together with calamine] 

cadre /'kahda/ n 1 a permanent nucleus of an esp military organization, 
capable of rapid expansion if necessary 2 (a member of) a group of 
activists working for the Communist party cause [F, fr It quadro, fr L 
quadrum square - more at 'quarrel] 

caduceue Aa'dyoohsi-as/ n, pi caducei /-si,ie/ the symbolic staff of an 
ancient Greek or Roman herald [L, modif of Gk k^kaon, fr karyx, 
keryx herald; akin to OE hreth glory] - caducean /-si-an. -shan/ adj 
caducity Aa'dyoohsati/ n 1 the quality of being transitory or penshable 
2 senility USE fml [F caducite, fr caduc transitory, fr L caducus] 
caducous Aa'dyoohkas/ adj, esp of floral organs of plants falling off 
early [L caducus tending to fall, transitory, fr cadere to fall - more at 
chance] 

caecum, NAm chiefly cecum /'seekam/ a a cavity open at 1 end; esp the 
pi^h in which the large intestine begins and into which the ileum opens 
digestion [NL,frLfnres/iJiu/ncaecpm,lit.,blindinte8tine]-caecal 
adj, caecally adv 
caen- /seen-/, cacao- cam- 

Caerphilly Aeafili, kah-, ka-/ n a mild white moist cheese [Caerphilly, 
urban district in Wales] 

Caesar /'seeza/ n 1 any of the RoiSan emperors who succeeded 
Augustus Caesar - used as a title 2 often not cap a powerful ruler [Gaius 
JuKus Caesar t44 bc Roman sutesman] - Caaaariaa 

/si'zeori'On/ adj 

caed^rean, caejareau 'lection, caaaariaa, NAm ccaareaa M’zeah-an/ n 
a surreal incision of the abdominal and uterine walls for the delivery of 
offspring [fr the belief that Julius Caesar was so bom] 
caeaioue /'seezi-as/ adj bluish or greyish green [L caesius bluish 
grey] 

caesium, NAm chiefly ce^[y /'aeed-am/ n a silver-white soft element 
of the alkali metal group periodic table [NL, fr L caesius] 
caesura /si'zyooara, -'zhooara/ n, pi caaauraa, caaauraa /-ri/ a break or 
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pause in usu the middle of a line of verse (LL, fr L, act of cutting, fr 
caedcre to cut - more at concise] - caesural adj 
caf^ /'kafay/ n 1 chiefly Bra small restaurant or coffeehouse serving light 
meals and nonalcoholic dnnks 2 NAm bar Sa(2) [F, coffee, cafe, fr Turk 
kahve - more at coffee] 

,cafA au 'lait /oh 'lay (Fr kafc o Ic)/ n 1 coffee with usu hot milk in 
about equal parts 2 the colour of coffee with milk [F. coffee with 
milk] 

cafeteria /.kafa'tiari-a/ n a resUurant in which the customers serve 
themselves or are served at a counter and take the food to tables to eat 
[AmerSp cafeteria retail coffee store, fr Sp cafe coffee] 
caff /kaf/ n. Br cafe 1; csp a cheap plain one - infml (by shortening & 
alter.] 

caffeine /'kafeen/ n an alkaloid found esp in tea and coffee that acts as 
a stimulant and diuretic [G kaffein, fr kaffee coffee, fr F cafe\ - caffeinic 
/ka'fecnik, .kafee'inik/ adj 

caftan, kaftan /'kaftan/ n a lo^ ankle-length garment with long sleeves, 
traditionally worn by Arabs --JT carmen r [Russ kaftan, fr Turk, fr Per 
qaftan] 

'cage Aayj/ n 1 a box or enclosure of open construction for animals 2 
a barred cell or fenced area for prisoners 3 a framework serving as a 
support <fAe steel of a skyscraper} 4 an enclosure resembling a cage 
in form or purpose [ME, fr OF, fr L cavea cavity, cage, fr cavus hollow 
^ more at 'cave] 

*cage yt to put or keep (as iQ m a cage 
'cage .bird n a bird (suitable for keeping) in a cage 
cagey aho cagy Aayji/ adj 1 hesitant about committing oneself 2 wary 
of beintk tiapipetl or deceived, shrewd USE infml [ongin unknown] - 
cagily adv, cagincss also cageyness n 

cagoule /"kagoohl/ n a long waterproof anorak [F, hood. cowl, fr LL 
cuculla monk's cowl] 

cahoot Aa'hooht/ n a partnership, league - usu pi with sing meaning. 

infml; usu in in cahoots [perh fr F cahute cabin, hut] 
caiman Aayman/ n. pi caimans, esp collectively caiman a cayman 
cain-, caino-, caen-, caeno-, chiefly NAm cen-, ceno- comb form new, 
recent <CainQzoic) [Gk kain% kaino-, fr kainos - more at recent] 
<Miine /-kayn/ comb form ( - n) synthetic anaesthetic resembling cocaine 
(Jignocaxne) [G -kam, fr kokain cocaine] 

Cainoioic /.kayna'zoh ik/ adj or n (of or being) an era of geological 
history that extends from the beginning of the Tertiary penod to the 
present ^3" evolution 

cairn Aeon/ n a pile of stones built as a memorial or landmark [ME 
came, fr ScGael cam, akin to Olr & W cam cairn] - calmed adj 
cairngorm /'kean.gawm/ n a yellow or smoky-brown quart/ [Cairn- 
gorm, mountain in Scotland] 

.cairn 'terrier n a small compactly built temcr of Scottish origin [fr its 
use in hunting among cairns] 

caisson Aays(3)n, ka'soohn/ n 1 a chest or wagon for artillery ammuni- 
tion 2a a watertight chamber used for construction work under water or 
as a foundation b a float for raising a sunken vessel c a hollow Hoating 
box or a boat used as a floodgate for a dock or basin 3 coffer 4 [F, 
aug of caisse box, fr OProv caisa, fr L capsa chest, case - more at 
'case] 

caisson disease n pain, paralysis, and often collapse caused by the 
release of gas bubbles in tissue on too rapid reduction of pressure (e g in 
deep-sea diving) 

cajole /ka'johl/ vt to persuade or deceive with deliberate flattery, esp in 
the face of reluctance (F cajoler to chatter like a jay in a cat,-* • '^jolc, alter, 
of MF gaioler, fr ONFgaiole birdcage, fr LL caveola, dim. of L caves cage 

- more at cage] - adolenmnt n, cgjoler n, cgiolery Aa'johl(a)ri/ n 
'cake /kayk/ ii la a usu fried or baked often unleavened breadlike food 

- usu in combination <osfcake> b (a shaped mass oQ any of vanous sweet 
baked foods made from a basic mixture of flour and sugar, usu with fat, 
eggs, and a raising agent c a flattened usu round mass of (baked or fned) 
food <a fish > 2 a block of compressed or congealed matter (a ^ of 
ice} [ME, fr ON kaka; akin to OHG kuocho cake] 

*ceke vt to encrust ^ vi to form or harden into a mass 
'cake, walk /-,wawk/ n 1 (the music for) a stage dance characterized by 
strutting movements 2 an easy task - infml [fr former practice of giving 
a cake as a prize to the most accomplished dancer] - cakewalk vi, 
cikewalker n 

'Calabar ,baan Aab.bah/ n the dark brown poisonous seed of a 
tropical African climbing plant [QUabar, city in Nigeria] 
calabash /'kala.bash/ o (a container or utensil nuule from the hard shell 


oO a gourd [F & Sp, F caJebasse gourd, fr Sp caJabaza, prob fr Ar qar*ah 
yabisah dry gourd] 

calaboose /kala, boohs, - '-/ n, dial NAm a (local) jail [Sp caJabozo 
dungeon] 

calabrete /.kab'brayzi, -'bree-/ n a type of sprouting broccoli [It, 
Calabnan, fr Calabna, region of Italy] 

calamander /.kab'manda/ n the bbek-stnped wood of an E Indian tree, 
used for furniture [prob fr D kalamanderhout cabmander wood] 
calamine /'kabmien/ n a pink powder of zinc oxide or carbonate with 
a small amount of feme oxide, used in soothing or cooling lotions [F, ore 
of zinc, fr ML caJamina, alter of L cadmia, fr Gk kabmeia, lit., Th^n 
(earth), fr fern of kadmeios Theban, fr Kadmos Cadmus, legendary 
founder of Thebes, ancient city of Greece] 

calamint /kabmint/ n any of a genus of plants of the mint family [ME 
calament, fr OF, fr ML calamentum, fr Gk kalaminthe] 
calamity Aa'Iamati/ n 1 a state of deep distress caused by misforturte 
or loss 2 an extremely grave event, a disaster [MF calamite, fr L 
calamitat-, calamitas, akin to L clades destruction - more at ’halt] - 
calamitous adj, calamitously adv, calamitousneas n 
calandria /ka'landn a/ n a vessel through which a set of pipes pass, used 
as a heat -exchanger [Sp, lit , lark] 

calc-, calci* comb form calcium; calcium salt (calcify} (calcareous} [L 
calc-, calx lime - more at chalk] 

calcaneum Aal'kayni am/ n, pi calcanea /-ni a/ the calcaneus [L, fr 
calc-, calx heel, akin to Gk kolon limb, skelos leg] 
calcaneus Aal'kayni-as/ n, pi calcanei /-ni.ie/ a tarsal bone that in 
human beings is the great bone of the heel [LL, heel, alter, of L 
calcaneum] 

calcareous Aal'kean-as/ adj 1 resembling, containing, or consisting of 
calcium compounds, esp calcium carbonate 2 growing on limestone or in 
soil impregnated with lime [L calcanus of lime, fr cak-, calx lime] - 
calcareously adv, calcareousneas n 

calceolaria /.kalsi-a'Iean d/ n any of a genus of tropical Amencan plants 
of the figwort family with showy pouch-shaped flowers [NL, genus name, 
fr L calceolus small shoe, dim of calceus shoe, fr calc-, calx heel] 
calces /'kalsccz/ pi ofi alx 

calciferol Aal'sib.rol/ n viiamin d? [blend of calciferous and ergos- 
terol] 

calciferous /karsif[a)r 3 s/ adj producing or containing calcium carbon- 
ate 

calcify /'kalsific/ vb 1 to make or become hardened by deposition of 
r:iU lum salts, esp calcium carbonate 2 to make or become inflexible or 
uaciiangeable - calcific Aal'sifik/ adj, calcification /.kalsifi* 
'ka«fvh(3)n/ n 

calcine /"kalsin, -sien/ vt to heat (eg inorganic materials) without 
melting usu in order to drive off volatile matter or to bring about oxidation 
or powdering of the maicnal ^ v; to be calcined [ME calcenen, fr MF 
calciner, fr L calc-, calx lime - more at chalk] - calcinstlOB 
/,kalsi'naysh(a)n/ n 

calcite /’kalsiet/ n calcium carbonate in the form of limestone, chalk, 
marble, etc - calcific /-'sitik/ adj 

calcitonin /.kalsi'tohnm/ n a polypeptide hormone pr^iduced by the 
thyroid gland, that tends to lower the level of calcium in the blood plasma 
[calci- i 'tome ♦ -in] 

calcium /’kalsi-am/ n a silver-white bivalent metallic element of the 
aikaline-earth group occumng only in combination PF.RioDic 

table [NL, fr L calc-, calx lime] 

.calcium carbide n a usu dark grey compound that produces acetylene 
when mixed with water 

.calcium 'carbonate n a compound found in nature as calate, lime- . 
stone, etc, and in bones and shells 

.calcium 'phosphate n any of several phosphates that occur naturally 
in phosphate rock, teeth, and bones and are used m fertilizers and anhnal 
feeds 

calculable Aaikyoolobl/ adj subject to or ascertainable by calculation 
- calculably adv, calcsiability /-b'bibti/ n 

calculate /'kalkyoolayt/ vt 1 to determine by mathematical proceaaes 
2 to reckon by exercise of practical judgment; estimate ^vi 1 to make 
a calculation 2 to forecast consequences 3 to count, rely - + on or upon 
[L calculatus, pp of cakulare, fr calculus pebble (used in reckoning), dim. 
of calc-, calx stone used in gambling, lime - more at chalk] 
calculated /kalkyoolaytid/ adj Is worked out by mathematical calcu- 
lation b engaged in, undertaken, or displayed after reckoning or estimat- 
ing the probability of success <a ~ risk} 2 shrewdly planned to accom- 
plish a purpose 3 apt, likely to - calculstedly adv, cakslsladaeaa fl 
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calculating AalkyooUyting/ adj 1 used for making calculations <a ^ 
machtney 2 marked by shrewd consideration of self-interest; scheming - 
calcalathivly adv 

calculation /.kaikyoo'laysh(a)n/ n 1 (the result oQ the process or an act 
of calculating 2 studied care in planning, esp to promote self-interest - 
cfdcBlatife Aalkyoobtiv/ adj 

calculator /'kalkyoolayta/ n 1 an electronic or mechanical machine for 
performing mathematical operations 2 a set or book of tables used in 
calculating [calculate + '-or] 

calculous /kalkyooias/ adj caused or characterized by a pathological 
calculus or calculi 

calculus Aalkyoolas/ n, pi calculi /-lie/ also calculuses la an abnormal 
hard stony mass (e g of cholesterol) in the kidney, gall bladder, or other 
hollow organ b 'tartar 2 2a a method of computation or calculation 
in a special symbolic notation b the mathematical methods comprising 
differential and integral calculus [L, pebble, stone in the bladder or 
kidney, stone used in reckoning] 

caldara Aal'deora/ n a wide volcanic crater formed by violent explosion 
or subsidence of the volcano [Sp, lit., cauldron, fr LL caJdaria] 
caldron /'kawldran/ n a cauldron 

Caledonian /.kala'dohnydn, -ni-an/ adj of (ancient) Scotland, esp the 
Highlands [NL Caledonia Scotland, fr L, part of N Britain] - Cal- 
edonian n 

calefactory /.ka]i'fakt(a)n/ n a heated monastery room used as a sitting 
room [ML calefactorium, fr L calefactus, pp of calefacen to warm - more 
at chafe] 

'calendar Aabnda/ n I a system for Fixing the beginning, length, and 
divisions of the civil year and arranging days and longer divisions of time 
(e g weeks and months) in a definite order 2 a tabular display of the days 
of 1 year 3 a chronological list of events or activities [ME calender, fr 
AF or ML; AF calender, fr ML kalendanum, fr L, moneylender’s account 
book, fr kaJendae calends] 

^calendar vt to enter in a calendar 

calender /’kalanda/ n a machine for pressing cloth, rubber, paper, etc 
between rollers or plates (e g for smoothing and glazing) [MF calandre, 
modif of Ok kyiwdros cylinder - more at cylinder] - calender vt 
calends, kalends /'kalindz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the First day of 
the ancient Roman month [ME kaJendes, fr L kalendae, calendae] 
'calf /kahf/ tt, pi calves /kahvz/ also calls, (2) calls la the young of the 
domestic cow or a closely related mammal (e g a.bison) b the young of' 
some large animals (e g the elephant and whale) Icalfskin ithe book was 
bound in fine ^ > 3 a small mass of ice broken off from a coastal glacier, 
iceberg, etc [ME, fr OE cealf, akin to OHG kaJb calf, ON kalfi calf of 
the leg, L galla gallnut] - calflike adj > In calf of a cow pregnant 
*calf n, pi calves the fleshy back part of the leg below the knee [ME, fr 
OSkaJff] 

'cell ,lov« n PUPPY love 

.cairs-foot Jelly n jelly made from gelatin obtained by boiling calves’ 
feet 

'calfskin /-.skin/ n a high-quality leather made from the skin of a 
calf 

Calgon /\aigon/ trademark - used for a water softener that is a complex 
phosphate of sodium 

calibrate /1cali,brayt/ vt 1 to determine the calibre of (e g a thermom- 
eter tube) 2 to determine, adjust, or mark the graduations of (e g a 
thermometer) 3 to determine the correct reading of (an arbitrary or 
inaccurate scale or instrument) by comparison with a standard - calibra- 
tor tt 

calibration /Jcali'braysh(d)n/ ii a set of graduations that indicate values 
or positions -usu pi with sing, meaning [calibrate + -ion] 
caiibra, NAm chiefly caliber /Icalibo/ n 1 the internal or external 
diameter of a round body (e g a bullet or other projectile) or a hollow 
cylinder (e g a gun barrel) 2a degree of mental capacity or moral quality 
b degree of excellence or importance [MF, fr Olt calibro, fr Ar qaltb 
shoemaker's last] 

Calich# /kaleechi/ n the nitrate-bearing gravel or rock of the sodium 
nitrate deposits of Chile and Peru [AmerSp, fr Sp. flake of lime, fr cal 
lime, fr L calx - more at chalk] 

calico /Icalikoh/ n, pi caUcoei, calicoa 1 white unprinted cotton cloth 
of medium weight, orig imported from India 2 NAm brightly printed 
cotton fabric [Calicut, city in India] - calico adj 
*C0llC0 .printing n a process of making coloured designs on cotton 
fiibncs (eg calico) 

ealtforfilUin /JtaHYawnyam, -ni-om/ n a radioactive element made by 


bombarding cunum 242 with alpha particles periodic table [NL. 
fr California, state of USA] 

Calinago /.kah'nahgoh/ n an Arawakan language of the Lesser Antilles 
and Central America 

calipaah /'kali.pash/ n a fatty gelatinous dull greenish edible substance 
next to the upper shell of a turtle [perh native name in W Indies] 
calipee /'kali, pee/ n a fatty gelatinous light yellow edible substance next 
to the lower shell of a turtle [perh native name in W Indies] 
caliper Aalipa/ vt or n, chiefly NAm (to) calliper 
caliph, calif /'kalif, 'kay-/ n a secular and spiritual head of Islam claiming 
descent from Muhammad [ME caliphe, fr MF calife, fr Ar khalifah 
successor] - caliphal adj, caliphate /-at. -ayt/ n 
calisthenics /.kalis'theniks/ n pi hut sing or pi in constr, chiefly NAm 
callisthenics - calisthenic adj 

calix /'kaliks, ‘kay-/ n, p/calices /-li.scc7/ ( alyx 2 [L calic-, cahx ~ more 
at chalice] 

calk /kawk/ vt to caulk - calker n 

'call Aawl/ VI la to speak loudly or distinctly so as to be heard at a 
distance, shout b to make a request or demand for an investigation) 
c of an animal to utter a characteristic note or cry 2 to make a demand 
in card games (e g for a particular card or for a show of hands) 3 of a 
batsman to indicate vocally to one’s batting partner whether one intends 
to take a run or not 4 to make a brief visit - often » in or hy < -^ ed m 
at the pub) 5 chiefly NAm to (try to) get into communication by 
telephone - often ^ up '^vt la to utter or announce m a loud distinct 
voice - often + out b to read aloud (c g a list of names) <f/je teacher ed 
the register every morning) 2a to command or request to come or be 
present < — ed /o testify) b to cause to come, bnng (^-^s to mind an old 
saying) c to summon to a particular activity, employment, or office <ivas 

- ed to active duty) d to invite or command to meet, convoke a 
meeting) 3 to rouse from sleep 4 to give the order for. bnng into action 

a strike against the company) 5a to make a demand in bndge for (a 
card or suit) b to require (a player) to show the hand in poker by making 
an equal bet 6 to attract (e g game) by imitating a charactenstic cry 7a 
to rule on the status of (e g a tennis .serve) {the serve was ^ ed out by the 
umpire) b of a cncket umpire to pronounce the bowling delivery to be 
illegal {Griffin was ^ed for throwing) 8 to give the calls for (a square 
dance) 9 to suspend {time was -cd> 10 to speak of or address by a 
specified name, give a name to < ^ her Kitty) 1 la to regard or character- 
ize as a certain kind; consider {can hardly he ^cd generous) b to 
consider for purposes of an estimate or for convenience it an even 
quid) 12 to predict, guess the toss of a coin) 13 chiefly NAm to (try 
to) get into communication with by telephone - offen f up [ME callen, 
prob fr ON kalla, akin to OE hildeca7/a battle herald, OHG kallon to talk 
loudly, OSlav glasu voice] - callable adj, caller n - call a spade a spade 
to speak frankly and usu bluntly - called to the bar admitted as a barnster 

- call for 1 to call to get; collect 2 to require as necessary or appropnate 
{it called for all her strength) 3 to demand, order {legislation calling 
for the establishment of new schools) - call in/into question to cast 
doubt upon (called in question the validity of his statement) - call it a 
day to stop whatever one has been doing at least for the present - call 
it quits 1 CALL IT A DAY 2 to acknowledge that the advantage is now 
even - call on/upon 1 to require, oblige {may be called on to do several 
Jobs) 2 to appeal to; invoke {universities are called upon to meet the 
needs of a technological world) - call someone's bluff to challenge and 
expose an empty pretence or threat - call the shots/tbe tune to be in 
charge or control; determine the policy or procedure - call to account to 
hold responsible; reprimand (called to account for violation of the rules) 

- call to order to order (a meeting) to observe the customary rules 
’call n la an act of calling with the voice b.'ihe cry of an animal (e g a 

bird) c (an instrument used to produce) an Imitation of an animal’s cry 
made to attract the animal 2a a request or coCimand to come or assemble 
b a summons or signal on a drum, bugle, or pipe c a summoning of actors 
to the stage (e g for rehearsal) 3a admissioi| to the bar as a barrister b 
a divine vocation c a strong inner prompting to a course of action d the 
attraction or appeal of a particular activity or place {the ^ of the wild) 
4a a demand, request b need, justification {there was no ^ for such 
rudeness) 5 a short usu formal vi.sit {a courtesy ^) 6 the name (e g of 
a suit in a card game) or tlj^ called 7 the act of calling in a card game 
8 the act of telephoning telecommunication 9 a direction or a 
succession of directions for a square dance rhythmically called to the 
dancers 10 a usu vocal ruling made by an official of a sports contest - 
on call 1 available for use {the company car is always on call for you) 
2 ready to respond to a summons or command {a doctor on call) - within 
call within hearing or reach of a call or summons 
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calla AaisZ/calla .lily n any of several plants of the arum family; esp a 
European plant that grows in wet places [NL, genus name, modif of Gk 
kaJiaia cock's wattles] 

'call .box n, Br a public telephone box 

'call.boy /-.boy/ /i 1 a person who tells actors when it is time to go on 
stage 2 chiefly NAm a hotel page 

call down vt to invoke, request <call down a Messing on the crops^ 
'call .girl n a prostitute who accepts appointments by telephone 
calligraphy Ap'ligrafi/ n (beautiful or elegant) handwriting - compare 
CACOGRAPHY ALPHABET (F or Gk; F calligraphie, fr Gk kalli- 

graphia, fr kalh- beautiful (fr kallos beauty) + -graphta -graphy; akin to 
Gk kalos beautiful. Skt kalya healthy] - calligrapher, calligraphist n, 
calligraphic /.kali'grafik/ adj, calligraphically adv 
call in vt la to withdraw from an advanced position <cail in the outposts} 
b to withdraw from circulation <call in bank notes and issue new ones} 

2 to summon to one’s aid or for consultation (call in an arbitrator to settle 
the dispute} 

calling /'kawlmg/ n 1 a strong inner impulse towards a particular course 
of action, esp when accompanied by conviction of divine influence 2 a 
vocation, profession 

'calling .card n. NAm visiting card 

'calliper, chiefly NAm caliper /'kalipa/ n 1 a measuring instrument with 

2 arms that can be adjusted to determine thickness, diameter, or distance 
between surfaces - usu pi with sing, meaning <a pair of ^s} 2 a support 
for the human leg extending from the knee or thigh to the foot [alter, of 
calibre] 

’calliper, chieflv NAm caliper vt to measure (as lO with callipers 
callisthenica, chiefly NAm calisthenics /.kalis'theniks/ n pi but sing or 
pi in constr (the art or practice oO systematic rhythmic bodily exercises 
performed usu without apparatus [Gk kallos beauty f sthenos strength 
- more at calligraphy] - callisthenic adj 
call off vt 1 to draw away, divert <call the dogs off?) 2 to cancel <call 
the tnp off) 

.call of 'nature n the urge to unnate or defecate - euph 
callose /'kalohs/ n a carbohydrate component of plant cell walls [L 
callosus callous] 

callosity /ka'Iosati/ n (an area oO marked or abnormal hardness and 
thickness 

callous /kabs/ adj 1 hardened and thickened 2 unfeeling; esp unsympa- 
thetic [MF calleux, fr L callosus, fr caJIum, callus callous skin, akin to 
Skt kina callosity] - callously adv, callousness n 
call out vt 1 to summon into action <call out the guard} 2 to challenge 
to a duel 3 to order a stake of <call out the steelworkers} 
callow /'kaloh/ adj \ of a bird not yet fully fledged 2 lacking adult 
attitudes, immature youth} [ME calu bald, fr OE, akin to OHG kalo 
bald] - callowness n 

'call .sign n the combination of letters or letters and numbers assigned 
to an operator, activity, or station for identification of a radio broad- 
cast 

'call-.up n an order to report for military service 

call up vt 1 to bring to mind; evoke 2 to summon before an authonty 

3 to summon together or collect (e g for a united effort) <call up all his 
forces for the attack} 4 to summon for active military duty 

callua Aalas/ n 1 a hard thickened area on skin or bark 2 a mass of 
connective tissue formed round a break in a bone and changed into bone 
during healing 3 soft tissue that forms over a cut plant surface 4 a tumour 
of plant tissue [L] 

'calm /kahm; NAm kah(l)m/ n la the absence of winds or u i^gh water, 
stillness b a state in which the wind has a speed of less than 1 km/h (about 
4kmph) 2 a state of repose free from agitation [ME calme, fr MF, fr Olt 
calma, fr LL cauma heat, fr Gk kauma, fr kaiein to bum - more at 
caustic] 

’calm adj 1 marked by calm; still <a $ea> 2 free from agitation or 
excitement <a « manner} - calmly adv, calmnen n 
*calm vb to make or become calm 

calmativa /'kahmativ; NAm 'kah(l)m 9 tiv/ n or adj (a) sedative ['ca/m 
•f -ative (as in sedative)] 

calomel Aab.mel, -mal/ n mercurous chloride (prob fr (assumed) 
NL cahmelas, fr Ok kalos beautiful v melas black > more at calligra- 
phy, mullet] 

Calor gaa /"kala/ trademark ~ used for butane gas in liquid form that 
is contained in portable cylinders and used as a fliel (e g for domestic 
heating) 

'caloric Aa'lorik/ n a hypothetical weightless fluid formerly held to be 


responsible for the phenomena of heat and combustion [P caJorique, fir 
L calor] 

’caloric adj of heat or calories - calorically adv 
calorie also calory /'kalari/ n la the quantity of heat required tojw 
the temperature of Ig of water by TC under standard conditions 
UNIT b a kilocalorie, also an equivalent unit expressing the 
energy-producing value of food when oxidized 2 an amount of food 
having an energy-producing value of 1 kilocalorie [F calorie, fr L calor 
heat, fr calere to be warm - more at lee] 

calorific /.kab'nflk/ adj of heat production [F or L; Fealonfiqae, fr L 
calonficus, fr calor] 

calorimeter /.kab'nmita/ n any of several devices for measunng heat 
taken up or given out [ISV, fr L calor] - calorimetry n, calorimetric 
/.kabrd'metnk/ adj, calorimetrically adv 

caique Aalk/ n loan translation [F, lit., copy, fr calquer to trace, fr 
It calcare to trample, trace, fr L, to trample, fr calc-, calx heel] 
calthrop Aalthnip/ n a caltrop 

caltrop also caltrap /kalirdp/ n 1 water chestnut 1 2 a device with 
4 metal points arranged so that 1 always projects upwards, used to hinder 
enemy horses, vehicles, etc [ME calketrappe star thistle, fr OE calca- 
tnppe, fr ML calcatrippa] 

calumet /'kalyoo.met/ n a long highly ornamented pipe of the N 
Amencan Indians smoked esp on ceremonial occasions in token of peace 
[AmerF, fr F dial, straw, fr LL calamellus, dim. of L calamus reed, fr Gk 
kalamos] 

calumniate Aa'lummayt/ vt to slander - fml - calumniator n, calumni- 
ation /-ni'aysh(a)n/ n 

calumny /'kalamni/ n (the act of uttenng) a false charge or misrepresen- 
tation maliciously calculated to damage another's reputation [MF & L, 
MF calomnie, fr L calumnia, fr caivi to deceive, akin to OE hoi calumny, 
Gk kelein to beguile] - calumnious Ad'lumni as/ adj, calumnioosly 
adv 

Calvados /'kalvados/ n, often cap apple brandy [F. fr Calvados, depart- 
ment of Normandy, France] 

calvary /'kalvon/ n 1 an open-air representation of the crucifixion of 
Chnst 2 an expenence of intense mental suffenng [Calvary, the hill near 
Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified] 

calve Aahv/ vb 1 to give birth to (a calf) 2 of an ice mass to release (a 
calO [ME calven, fr OE cealfian, fr cealf calf] 
calves pi of calf 

Calvinism Aalviniz(9)m/ n the theological system of Calvin and his 
followers, marked by emphasis on the sovereignty of God and esp by the 
doctnne of predestination [John Calvin tlS64 F theologian] - Calvisisc 
n or adj, Calvinistic /-'nistik/ adj, Calvinistically adv 
calx Aalks/ n, pi culxes, calces /-,seez/ the crumbly residue left when a 
^etaJ or mineral has been subjected to intense heat [ME cals, fr L calx 
lime - more at chalk] 

calypso Aa'lipsoh/ n, pi calypsoe also calypaoes an improvised ballad, 
usu satirizing current events, in a style onginating in the W Indies [perh 
fr Calypso, island nymph in Homer's Odyssey] - calypsoaian 
Aa.lip'sohnyan, .kalip-/ n or adj 

calyx /'kaliks, 'kay-/ n, pi calyxes, calyces /-li,secz/ 1 the outer usu green 
or leafy part of a flower or floret, consisting of sepals 2 calyx, calix a 
cuplike animal structure [L calyc-, calyx, fr Gk kalyx - more at chalice] 
calyceal /.kali'see-al, ,kay-/ adj 

cam /kam/ n a mechanical device (e g a wheel attached to an axis at a 
point other than its centre) that transforms circular motion into intermit- 
tent or back-and-forth motion [perh fr F came, fr G kamm, lit., comb, 
fr OHG kamb] 

camaradaria /.kama'rahdan, -'radari/ n fnendly good humour amongst 
comrades [F, fr camarade comrade] 

'cambar /'kambo/ vb to (cause to) curve upwards in the middle [F 
cambrer, fr MF cambre curved, fr L camur - more at chamber] 
’cambar n 1 a slight convexity or arching (e g of a beam or road) 2 an 
arrangement of the wheels of a motor vehicle so as to be closer together 
at the bottom than at the top 

.cambarwall 'baauty Aamba,wel/ n, often cap CAB, Br a dark brown 
butterfly with yellow-bordered wings [Camberwell, district of London] 
cambium Aambi-am/ n, pi canbiuna, canbia /Aui-a/ a thin layer of 
cells between the xylem and phloem of most plants that divides to form 
more xylem and phloem [NL, fr ML. exchange, fir L cambiare to 
exchange - more at change] - cambial adj 

Cambodian /.kam'bohdi-an/ n 1 a Kampuchean 2 khmer 2 [Ouo- 
bodia, former name of Kampuchea, country in SE Asia] - 
adj 
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Cambrian /*luimbri*3n/ adj l Welsh 2 of or being the earliest geological 
penod of the Palaeozoic era evolution [ML Cambna Wales, fr W 
Cymry Welshmen] - Cambrian n 

cambric /Icambrik/ n a fine thin white linen or cotton fabnc [obs Flem 
Kameryk Cambrai, city in France] 

*cama Aaym/ past of cx>me 

*oama Aaym/ n a slender grooved lead rod used to hold together panes 
of glass, esp in a lattice or stained-glass window [ongin unknown] 
camel Aamal/ n 1 either of 2 large ruminant mammals used as draught 
and saddle animals in (Afncan and Asian) desert regions: a the I -humped 
Arabian camel b the 2-humpcd Dactnan camel 2 a float used to lift 
submerged ships 3 a light yellowish brown colour [ME, fr OE & ONF. 
fr L camdus, fr Gk kamdos, of Sem ongin, akin to Heb & Phoenician 
gamd camel] 

'camel, back /-.bak/ n an uncured rubber compound used for retreading 
pneumatic tyres 

'camel .hair n cloth, usu of a light tan colour with a soft silky texture, 
made from the hair of a camel or a mixture of this and wool 
camellia also camclia /ka'meelya/ n an ornamental greenhouse shrub 
with glossy evergreen leaves and roselike flowers, or a related shrub or tree 
of the tea family [NL Camellia, genus name, fr Camdius (Georg Josef 
Kamel) tl706 Moravian Jesuit missionary] 
camelopard A3'meb.pahd/ n, archaic a giraffe [LL camdopardus, 
alter, of L camdopardahs, fr Gk kamdopardahs, fr kamdos f pardahs 
leopard] 

Camembert Aamombea (Fr kamabexr)/ n a round thin-nnded soft 
nch cheese [F, fr Camembert, town in Normandy, France] 
cameo /kamioh/ n, pJ cameos la a gem carved in relief; esp a small piece 
of sculpture cut in relief in one layer with another contrasting layer 
serving as background b a small medallion with a profiled head in relief 
2 a usu bnef part in literature or film that reveals or highlights character, 
plot, or scene 3 a small dramatic role often played by a well-known actor 
[It] - cameo adj or vt 

comora /kamra/ n I often cap the treasury department of the papal 
cuna 2 a lightproof box having an aperture, and esp a lens, for recording 
the image of an object on a light-sensitive material' e aa one containing 
photographic film for producing a permanent record b one contain- 
ing a device which converts the image into an electneal signal (e g for 
television transmission) USE (2) "J' television, video [LL, room - 
more at chamber] 

'cameraman /-.man, -man/ n one who operates a (television) camera 
.camera ob'seura /ab'skyooara/ n a darkened enclosure having an 
aperture through which light from outside enters to form an image of the 
exterior view on a flat surface (e g a ground glass screen) [NL, lit., dark 
chamber] 

camerlengo /Jiama'leng^goh/ n, pi camerlengos a cardinal who heads 
the papal treasury [It camarlingo] 

camiknickera /'kami.nikaz/ n pi in constr, pt camiknicken Br a 
one-piece close-fitting undergarment worn by women, that combines a 
camisole and knickers - camiknicker adj 

camisole Aami.$ohl/ n a short bodice worn as an undergarment by 
women [F, prob fr OProv camisolla, dim. of camisa shirt, fr LL 
camista] 

camomile, chamomile Aamamiel/ n any of several strong-scented 
composite plants whose flower heads are used in herbal remedies [ME 
camemille, fr ML camomilla, modif of L chamaemdon, fr Gk chamai- 
mdon, fr chamat on the ground -t melon apple] 

'camouflage /'kamo.flahzh, -.flahj/ n 1 the disguising of esp military 
equipment or installations with nets, paint, etc 2a concealment by means 
of disguise defence b sthg (e g a disguise) designed to deceive or 
conceal [F, fr camoufler to disguise, fr It camuffare] 

*camouf lage vt to conceal or disguise by camouflage - camouflageable 
/-.flahzhaM, -jabi/ mlj 

'camp /Vamp/ n la a ground on which temporary shelters (e g tents) are 
erected b a temporary shelter or group of shelters erected on such ground 
c a new settlement (e g in a lumbering or mining region) 2 sing or pi in 
constr a group of people engaged in promoting or defending a theory or 
position (^Liberal and Conservative ^s> 3a military service or life b a 
place where troops are hou.sed or trained [MF, prob fr ONF or OProv, 
fr L campus plain, field; akin to OHG hamf crippled, Gk kampe 
bend] 

*camp vi 1 to pitch or occupy a camp 2 to live temporarily in a camp 
or outdoors 

H»mp adj 1 bomoseaual 2 exaggeratedly effeminate 3 deliberately and 
outrageously artificial, affected, or inappropriate, esp to the point of 


tastelessness USE infml [origin unknown] - campily adv, campneas n, 
campy adj 

*camp VI or n (to engage in) a camp style, manner, etc - infml -<amp it 
op to act or behave in an affected or esp exaggeratedly effeminate manner 
- infml 

'campaign /.kam'payn/ n 1 a connected senes of military operations 
forming a distinct phase of a war 2 active military life; 'camp 3a 3 a 
connected series of operations designed to bring about a particular result 
[F campagne, prob fr It campagna level country, campaign, fr LL 
Campania level country, fr L, the level country round Naples] 
’campaign vt to go on, engage in, or conduct a campaign - cam- 
paigner n 

campanile /.kampa'necli/ n, pi campaniles, campanili /^/ a usu 
freestanding bell tower [It, fr campana bell, fr LL] 
campanology /.kampa'nobji/ n the art of bell ringing [NL cam- 
panologia, fr LL campana + NL -o- + -logia -logy] - campanologist n 
campanula Aam'panyoob/ n a bellflower [NL. dim of LL cam- 
pana] 

campanulate Aam'panyoobt, -layt/ adj bell-shaped [NL campanula 
bell-shaped part, dim. of LL campana] 

.camp 'bed n a small collapsible bed. usu of fabric stretched over a 
frame 

camper /kampa/ n 1 a person who temporarily stays in a tent, caravan, 
etc 2 a motor vehicle equipped for use as temporary accommodation (e g 
while holidaying) [^'amp f ^-lr] 

camp follower n 1 a civilian, esp a prostitute, who follows a military 
unit to attend or exploit military personnel 2 a follower who is not of the 
main body of adherents 

camphor /'kamfa/ n a tough gummy volatile fragrant compound 
obtained esp from the wood and bark of an evergreen tree and used as a 
liniment, plasticizer, and insect repellent [ME caumfre, fr AF, fr ML 
camphora, fr Ar kafur, fr Malay kapur] - camphoraceous /-'rayshas/ adj, 
camphoric /kam'fonk/ adj 

camphorate /'kambrayt/ vt to impregnate or treat with camphor 
campion Aampi-an/ n 1 red campion 2 whitf campion 3 bladder 
CAMPION [prob fr obs campion (champion)] 
campong //kampong/ n a kampong 

campus /'kampos/ n the grounds and buildings of a geographically 
self-contained university [L, plain - more at 'camp] 
camshaft /'kam.shahft/ n a shaft to which a cam is fastened 
'can Aan, strong kan/ verbal auxiliary, pres sing A pi can; past could Aod, 
strong kood/ la know how to <he read} b be physically or mentally 
able to </ ^’t think why} c may perhaps - chiefly in questions (^what 
they want?) d be logically inferred or supposed to - chiefly in negatives 
<he ^ hardly have meant that}, compare 'must 4 e be permitted by 
conscience or feeling to hardly blame him} t be inherently able or 
designed to (^everything that money buy} g be logically able to (2 + 
2 ^ also be wntten 3+1} h be enabled by law, agreement, or custom 
to 2 have permission to - used interchangeably with may 3 will - used 
in questions with the force of a request < you hold on a minute, please?} 
4 will have to (if you don't like it you lump it} [ME (1 & 3 sing, pres 

indie), fr OE; akin to OHG kan (1 & 3 sing pres indie) know, am able, 
OE cnawan to know - more at know] - can keep it - used in rejection 
of sthg distasteful (if that's their famous temple they can keep it) 

’can Aan/ n 1 a usu cylindneal receptacle: a a vessel for holding liquids 
b tin 2a; esp a tin containing a beverage (e g beer) 2 NAm toilet 2 - 
infml 3 chiefly NAm jail - slang [ME canpe, fr OE; akin to OHG channa 
can] - canfiil adj - in the can of a film or videotape completed and ready 
for release 

’can vt -nn- 1 to pack or preserve in a tid 2 chiefly NAm to put a stop 
or end to - slang - canner n 

Canada balaam /'kanada/ n a sticky yellow to green resin from the 
balsam fir that is used as a transparent cement, esp in microscopy 
[Canada, country in N America] 

,Canada 'gooaa n a chiefly grey wild goose characterized by a black 
head and neck and a white patch under the throat 
Canadian Aa'naydi-an/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Canada 
Ca,nadian 'pond.wead n a submerged plant of slow-moving water put 
in garden poods to increase the oxygen content of the water 
canailVa /ka'nayal, ka'nie/ n sing or pi in constr rabble, riffrafT [F, fr It 
canaglia, fr cane dog, fr L canis - more at hound] 
canal /ka'nal/ n I a channel, watercourse 2 a tubular anatomical 
channel 3 an artificial waterway for navigation, drainage, or irrigation 
(ME, fr L canalis pipe, channel, fr canna reed - more at cane] 
canal'iza, -iae Aanaliez/ vt I to provide with or make into a canal or 
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camera <» 



film image which is briefly exposed to light by the 

opening of the shutter. 



viewfinder 


shutter 


diaphragm 


lens 


Lens 

The image is brought into focus on the 
film by adjusting the distance (focal 
length) between a compound tens and 
the film. This lens consists of a 
combination of converging and diverg- 
ing elements which work together to 
produce an image that is free from 
aberration. The simplest compound lens, 
shown below, comprises a converging 
element with a weaker diverging 
element made in a different type of 
glass to correct the errors caused by 
using a converging element on its own. 



focal length 


Aperture/diaphragm 

This consists of a ring of thin metal 
blades, between the elements of the 
lens, which can be opened or closed to 
increase or decrease the diameter of the 
aperture at the centre, thus controlling 
the amount of light entering the 
camera. The aperture is calibrated in 
T'-stops, each successive stop either 
halving or doubling the amount of light 
admitted. 



full aperture stopped down 


Shutter 

Thiscontrolsthe length of time for 
which light is allowed to enter the 
camera. The shutter shown here 
consists of a set of thin metal blades, 
located behind the compound lens, 
which are normally completely closed 
and which open briefly for the required 
exposure when the shutter is released. 


Film 

Film can be obtained in either cartridge 
or spool form, and in a range of speeds. 
The winding mechanism moves the 
film through the camera, frame by 
frame, by means of sprockets which fit 
into the holes at the sides of the film. 

The film speed refers to its sensitivity to 
light. Fast film is used for dark conditions 
and short exposures, eg action 
photography. Slow film is used for 
portraits and high definition photographs. 
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channel 2 to direct into preferred channels - canalization 
/-'zay8h(a)n/ n 

canap4 /Icanapay, -pi/ n an appetizer consisting of a piece of bread, 
biscuit, etCt topped with a savoury spread [F, lit., sofa, fr ML canopeum, 
catiMpeum mosquito net ~ more at canopy] 

canard Aa'nahd, 'kanahd/ n 1 a false or unfounded report or story; a 
hoax 2 (an aeroplane with) a small surface providing stability or control 
mounted in front of the mam supporting surface on an aeroplane or 
hydrofoil [F, lit , duck; (1) fr MF vendre des canards a moitic to cheat, 
lit., to half-sell ducks] 

canary Aa'nean/ n a small usu green to yellow finch of the Canary 
islands, widely kept as a cage bird [MF canane, fr OSp canano. fr Islas 
Canarias Canary Islands] 
ca,nary 'yellow adj or n vivid yellow 

canaata Aa'nasta/ n 1 a form of rummy usu for 4 players using 2 full 
packs plus jokers 2 a combination of 7 cards of the same rank in canasta 
[Sp, lit., basket] 

cancan Aan.kan/ n a dance performed by women, characterized by high 
kicking usu while holding up the front of a full rufHed skirt [F] 
'cancel Aansl/ vb -II- {NAm -1-, -I1-), /kansl ing/ vt la to mark or stnkc 
out for deletion b to omit, delete 2a to make void, countermand, annul 
a magazine subscnption} b to bnng to nothmgness, destroy e to 
match in force or effect; offset - often + out (his irritability - led out his 
natural kindness - Osbert Sitwell) 3 to call off. usu without intending to 
reschedule to a later time 4a to remove (a common divi.sor) from a 
numerator and denominator b to remove (equivalents) on opposite sides 
of an equation or account 5 to deface (a stamp), usu with a set of parallel 
lines, so as to invalidate reuse vi to neutralize each other’s strength or 
effect; counterbalance - usu f out [ME canceUen, fr MF canceller, fr LL 
canceliare, fr L, to make like a lattice, fr cancelh (pi), dim. of cancer 
lattice, alter, of career pnson] - cancellable adj, canceller /*kansld/ n 
H^anccl n a cancellation 

cancellation, NAm also cancelation /.kansa'laysh(a)n/ n 1 sthg can- 
celled, esp a seat in an aircraft, theatre performance, etc 2 a mark made 
to cancel sthg (e g a postage .stamp) ['cancfi. + -ation] 
cancellous /*kansal9$, kan'sebs/ adj, of bone porous [NL cancelU 
intersecting bony plates and bars in cancellous bone, fr L, lattice] 
cancer /'kansa/ n 1 cap (sby bom under) the 4th zodiacal constellation, 
pictured as a crab symboi 2 (a condition marked by) a malignant 
tumour of potentially unlimited growth 3 a source of evil or anguish (the 
of hidden resentment - Insh Digest^ [ME, fr L. lit., crab; akin to Gk 
karkittos crab, cancer] - canceroui adj, cancerously adv 
Cancerlan Aan'siari an. -'sea-/ n sby bom under the 4th sign of the 
zodiac - Cancerian adj 

cancroid /'kang.kroyd/ adj 1 crablike 2 cancer-like [L cancr-, cancer 
crab, cancer] 

candela /kw'dayla, -'deela/ i? the SI unit of luminous intensity 
PHYSICS [L, candle] 

candelabra /.kandl'ahbra/ n a candelabrum 
candelabrum /.kandrahbram/ n, pi candelabra /-bra/ also candela- 
bruma a branched candlestick or lamp with several lights [L. fr can- 
dela] 

candeacent /kan'des(a)nt/ adj glowing or dazzling, esp from great heat 

- fml [L candescent-, candescens, prp of candescere, incho of candere] 

- candcacencc /-s(a)ns/ n 

candid /'kandid/ adj 1 indicating or suggesting complete sincerity 2 
disposed to cnticize severely; blunt (F & L; F candide, fr L candidus 
bngbt, white, fr candere to shine, glow; akin to LGk kandaros ember] - 
candidly adv, candldncaa n 

Candida /'kandida/ n any of a genus of parasitic yeastlike fungi that 
includes the causative agent of thrush [NL. genus name, fr L, fern of 
candidus white] 

candidal# Aandidayt, -dat/ n 1 one who is nominated or qualified for, 
or aspires to an office, memberehip, or award 2 one who is taking an 
examination 3 sthg suitable for a specifled action or process [L can- 
didatus, fr candidatus clothed in white, fr candidus white; fr the white 
toga worn by candidates for office in ancient Rome] - candidacy 
/•dasi/ n 

candidature /'kandidacha/ n, chiefly Br being a candidate; esp standing 
for election 

candidiaaia /Jtandi'dic-asis/ n a disease (e g of the vagina) resulting 
from an infection by a Candida [NL] 

'candia /kandl/ n 1 a usu long slender cylindrical mass of tallow or wax 
encloamg a wkk that is burnt to give light 2 sthg resembling a candle in 
shipe or use <a stdphur for fumigathoy 3 a candela [ME candel, fr 


OE, fr L candela, fr candere] - not worth the candle chiefly Br not worth 
the efTorl; not justified by the result 

^candle vt to examine (eggs) for staleness, blood clots, or fertility by 
holding between the eye and a light - candler /'kandb/ n 
'Candlamas /-mas/ n February 2 observed as a church festival in 
commemoration of the presentation of Christ in the temple and the 
punfication of the Virgin Mary [ME candelmasse, fr OE candelmaesse, 
fr candel ^ msesse mass, feast, fr the candles blessed and earned in 
celebration of the feast] 

'candia, power /-.powo/ n luminous intensity expressed in candelas 
‘candla.atick /-.stik/ n a holder with a socket for a candle 
'candle, wick /-.wik/ n a very thick soft cotton yam; also fabnc made 
with this yam usu with a raised tufted pattern, used esp for bed- 
spreads 

'candle, wood /-,wood/ n slivers of resinous wood burned for light 
candour, NAm chiefly candor /'kands/ n unreserved and candid 
expression, forthrightness [F & L. F candeur, fr L candor, fr candere - 
more at candid] 

'candy /'kandi/ n 1 crystallized sugar formed by boiling down sugar 
syrup 2 chiefly NAm 2b [ME sugre candy, part trans of MF sucre 

candi, part trans of Olt zucchero candi, fr zucchero sugar 4 Ar qandi 
candied, fr qand cane sugar] ~ candy adj 
^candy vt to encrust or glaze (e g fruit or fruit peel) with sugar 
'candy .floss /flos/n a light fluffy mass of spun sugar, usu wound round 
a stick as a sweet 

'candy, tuft /-.tuft/ n any of a genus of plants of the mustard family 
cultivated for their white, pink, or purple flowers [Candy (now Candia) 
Crete. Greek island 4 E lull] 

'cane Aayn/ n la a hollow or pithy usu flexible jointed stem (e g of 
bamboo) b an elongated flowering or fruiting stem (e g of a raspberry) 
c any of vanous tall woody grasses or reeds, esp sugarcane 2a a walking 
stick, specif one made of cane b (the use oO a cane or rod for flogging 
c a length of split rattan for use in basketry [ME, fr MF, fr (7Prov cana, 
fr L canna, fr Gk kanna, of Sem ongin, akin to Ar qanah hollow stick, 
reed] 

*cana vt 1 to beat with a cane, broadly to punish 2 to weave or furnish 
with cane the seat of a chairy 
'cane .auger n sugar obtained from sugarcane 
'canine /'kaynien/ adj of or resembling a dog or (members oO the family 
of flesh-eating mammals that includes the dogs, wolves, jackals, and foxes 
[L caninus, fr cants dog - more at hound] 

’canine n 1 any of the 4 conical pointed teeth each of which lies between 
an incisor and the first premolar on each side of both the top and bottom 
jaws DIGESTION 2 DOG 1 

canister also cannister /'kanista/ n 1 a small usu metal box or tin for 
holding a dry product (c g tea or shot) 2 encased shot for close-range 
antipersonnel artillery fire [L canistrum basket, fr Gk kanastron, fr kanna 
reed] 

'canker /'kangka/ n la(l) an erosive or spreading sore (2) an area of 
local tissue death in a plant b any of vanous inflammatory animal diseases 
2 a source of corruption or debasement [ME, fr ONF cancre, fr L cancer 
crab, cancer] - cankerous adj 

’canker vt to corrupt with a malignancy of mind or spint ~ w 1 to 
become infested with canker 2 to undergo corruption 
cannabin /'kanabin/ n a dark cannabis-cotitaining resin [L cannabis] 
cannabis /"kanabis/ n the dried flowenng spikes of the female hemp 
plant, sometimes smoked in cigarettes for their intoxicating effect - 
compare hashish, marijuana [L, hemp, fir Gk kannabis, fr the source 
of OE haenep hemp] 

canned /kand/ adj 1 recorded for mechaaical or electronic reproduc- 
tion; esp prerecorded for addition to a souad track or a videotape 
laughter} (^ music} 2 drunk - slang [’cj^ + '-ed] 

'cannel .coal /'kanl/ n a bituminous coal that bums bnghtly [prob fr 
£ dial cannel (candle), fr ME candel] 
cannelloni /,kana'lohni/ n large tubular rolls of pasta (filled with meat, 
cheese, etc) [It, pi of cannellone tubular noodle, aug of cannello segment 
of a stalk of cane, small tube, fr canna oane, reed, fr L - more at 
cane] 

cannery /’kanari/ n a factory for canning foods 
cannibal /’kambl/n la human being who eats human flesh 2 an animal 
that eats its own kind [NL Canibalis Canb, fr Sp Cantbal, fr Arawakan 
Caniba, Carib, of Cariban ongin; akin to Carib Oalibi Garibs, lit., strong 
men] - caimibal adj, cannibalism n, cannflmlistic /-'istik/ adj 
cannibaMie, -ise /*kanibl,iez/ vt to dismantle (e g a machine) in order 
to provide spare parte for others - cannibnlizatioa /-ie'zay8h(»)n/ o 
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cannister Aanisto/ n a canister 

'cannon /kanan/ n, pi cannona, cannon 1 a usu large gun mounted on 
a carnage 2 an automatic sheU-fmng gun mounted esp in an aircraft [MF 
canon, fr It cannonc, lit., large tube, aug of canna reed, tube, fr L, cane, 
reed - more at cane] 

^cannon n, Br a shot in billiards in which the cue ball stnkes each of 2 
object balls [alter, of carom] 

’cannon vi la to collide - usu ^ into b to collide with and be deflected 
off sthg 2 Br to make a cannon in billiards 

cannonada /.kana'nayd/ vb or n (to attack with) heavy continuous 
artillery Are 

'cannon.ball /-.bawl/ n a round solid missile made for finng from an old 
type of cannon 

'cannon ,bona n the leg bone between the hock joint and the fetlock in 
hoofed mammals CT ana tomy [F canon, lit , cannon] 

'cannon .foddar n people regarded merely as matenal to be used in 
armed conflict 

'cannonry /-n/ n 1 a cannonade 2 artillery 
cannot /'kanot, -nat, ka'not/ can not - cannot but/cannot help but to 
be bound to; must <could not but smile at the answer} 
cannula Aanyoob/ n, pi cannulas, cannulae /-li/ a small tube for 
insertion into a body cavity or duct [NL, fr L, dim. of canna reed - more 
at cane] 

cannulation /,kanyoo'laysh(a)n/ n the insertion of a cannula - cannu* 
late /-layt/ vt 

canny Aani/ac(^ 1 cautious and shrewd; speci/thrifly 1 Scot &NE Eng 
careful, steady 3 NE Eng agreeable, comely ['can + '-y] - cannily adv, 
canniness 7 

'canoe Aa'nooh/ n 1 a long light narrow boat with sharp ends and curved 
sides usu propelled by paddling 2 chiefly Br a kayak [F. fr NL canoa, 
fr Sp. fr Arawakan, of Canban ongin; akin to Galibi canaoua] 

*00006 VI to travel in or paddle a canoe, esp as a recreation or sport ~ vt 
to transport in a canoe - canoeist n 

'canon Aanan/ n la a regulation or dogma decreed by a church council 
b a provision of canon law 2 the senes of prayers forming the unvarying 
part of the Mass 3a an authontalive list of books accepted as Holy 
Scnpture b the authentic works of a wnter 4a an accepted pnnciple, rule, 
or cntenon b a body of pnnciples, rules, or standards 5 a musical 
composition for 2 or more voice parts in which the melody is repeated by 
the successively entenng voices [ME, fr OE, fr LL, fr L, ruler, rule, 
model, standard, fr Gk kanon (akin to Gk kanna reed - more at cane), 
(2) ME, prob fr OF, fr LL, fr L, (3) ME, fr LL, fr L; (5) LGk kanon, 
frGk] 

*canon n 1 a clergyman belonging to the chapter of a cathedral or 
collegiate church 2 canon regular [ME canoun, fr AF canunie, fr LL 
canonicus one living under a rule, fr L, according to rule, fr Gk kanomkos, 
fr kanon] 

canon Aanyan/ n a canyon 

canoneaa /'kananas, -,nes/ n a woman living in a community under a 
religious rule but not under a perpetual vow 

canonical Aa'nonikl/, canonic Aa'nonik/ adj 1 of an esp ecclesiastical 
or musical canon 2 conforming to a general rule; orthodox 3 accepted 
as forming the canon of scripture 4 reduced to the simplest or clearest 
equivalent form <a ~ matrix} - canonically adv, canonicity 
/.kana'nisati/ n 

canonical hour n any of the daily offices of devotion that compose the 
Divine Office - compare matins, laud, prime, terce, sext, none, 

VESPERS, COMPLINE 

ca'nonicals n pi the vestments prescnbed by canon for an officiating 
clergyman 

canonist /'kananist/ n a specialist in canon law 
canon-ize, -lie /kananiez/ vf 1 to recognize officially as a saint 2 to 
attribute authoritative sanction or approval to [ME canonizen, fr ML 
canottizare, fr LL canon catalogue of saints, fr L, standard] - canonization 
/•'zaysh(a)n/ n 

.canon 'law n the usu codific^ law governing a church 
.canon 'regular ji, p/canoaafognlar a member of any of several Roman 
Catholic open religious communities 

canoodle /ka'noohdl/ vi canoodling Aa'noohdling/ to caress or cuddle 
(with sby) - infml [perh fr E dial, canoodle (donkey, fool, silly lover)] 
canopic Jar /ka'nohpik/ ji, often cap C a jar in which the ancient 
Egyptians preserved the viscera of an embalmed body [Canopus, city of 
ancient Egypt] 

'canopy /'kanapi/ n la a cloth covering suspended over a bed b a cover 
(e g of cloth) fixed or carried above a person of high rank or a sacred 


object c an awning, marquee d anythmg which seems like a cover <rbe 
~ of the heavens} <a ^ of branches} 2 an ornamental rooflike structure 
3a the transparent enclosure over an aircraft cockpit b the lifting or 
supporting surface of a parachute [ME canope, fr ML canopeum mos- 
quito net, fr L conopeum, fr Gk konopion, fr konops mosquito] 
*canopy vt to cover (as lO with a canopy 
canet /kanst; strong kanst/ archaic pres 2 sing of 'can 
'cant Aant/ n la a sudden thrust that produces some displacement b the 
displacement so caused 2 an oblique or slanting surface; a slope [ME, 
prob fr MD or ONF, MD, edge, comer, fr ONF, fr L cantjfus, cantus iron 
tyre, perh of Celt ongin, akin to W cant nm; akin to Gk kanthos comer 
of the eye] 

*cant vt 1 to give a cant or oblique edge to; bevel 2 to set at an angle; 

tip or tilt up or over ~ vi 1 to pitch to one side; lean 2 to slope 
’cant VI to speak in cant or jargon [prob fr ONF canter to tell, lit., to sing, 
fr L cantare - more at chant] 

^antn 1 jargon; spec/Ahe argot of the underworld 2 a set or stock phrase 
3 the insmcere expression of platitudes or sentiments, esp those suggesting 
piety 

can't /kahnt/ can not 

cantabile /kan'tahbili, -lay/ adv in a singing manner - used in music [It, 
fr LL cantabilis worthy to be sung, fr L cantare] 

Cantabrigian /.kanta’bnji-an/ n a student or graduate of Cambridge 
University [ML Cantabngia Cambndgc] 
cantaloupe, cantaloup /’kanto.loohp/ n a muskmelon with a hard 
ndged nnd and reddish orange flesh [Cantalupo, former papal villa near 
Rome. Italy] 

cantankerous /.kan'tangkaras/ adj ill-natured, quarrelsome [perh 
irreg fr obs contack (contention)] - cantankerously adv, cantankerons- 
ness n 

cantata /kan'tahto/ n a usu religious choral composition comprising 
choruses, solos, recitatives, and interludes [It, fr L, sung mass, ecclesiasti- 
cal chant, fr fern of cantatas, pp of cantaie] 

'cant ,dog n cant hook ['cant] 

canteen /kan'teen/ n 1 a shop providing supplies in a camp 2 a duung 
hall 3 a partitioned chest or box for holding cutlery 4 a usu cloth-covered 
flask carried by a soldier, traveller, etc and containing a liquid, esp 
dnnking water [F cantine bottle case, sutler’s shop, fr It cantina wine 
cellar, fr canto comer, fr L canthus iron tyre - more at 'cant] 
'canter /'kanu/ vt to progress or ride at a canter vr to cause to canter 
[short for obs canterbury, fr canterbury, n (canter), fr Canterbury, 
England; fr the supposed gait of pilgrims to Canterbury] 

’canter n 1 a 3-beat gait of a quadmped, specif a horse, resembling but 
smoother and slower than the gallop 2 a nde at a canter 
.Canterbury 'bell /'kBnUb(9)ri/ n any of several tall plants cultivated 
for their large showy bell-shaped flowers [Canterbury, city m 
England] 

cantharis /'kanthsns/ n. pi cantharidcs /kan'tharideez/ Spanish fly 
[ME 8l L. ME cantharide, fr L canthand-, canthans, fr Gk kanthand-, 
kanthans] 

'cant .hook n a stout wooden lever with a metal-clad end used esp in 
handling logs ['cant] 

canticle /'kantikl/ n a song; specif any of several hturgical songs (e g the 
Magnificat) taken from the Bible [ME, fr L canticulum, dim. of canticum 
song, fr cantus, pp of canere to sing] 

Canticles /’kantikleez/ n pi but sing in constr song of solomon 
cantilever ,^kanti,leeva/ n a projecting beam or member supported at 
only 1 end: e g a a bracket-shaped member supporting a balcony or a 
comice b either of the 2 beams or trusses that when joined directly or by 
a suspended connecting member form a span of a cantilever bndge [perh 
fr 'cant + -j- /ever] 

cantle Aantl/ n the upward-curving rear part of a saddle [ME cantel, 
fr ONF, dim of cant edge, comer - more at 'cant] 
canto Aantoh/ n, pi cantoa a major division of a long poem [It, fr L 
cantus song, fr cantus, pp of canere to suig - more at chant] 
'canton /'kanton, -'-/ n 1 a small territorial division of a country (e g 
Switzerland or France) 2 a rectangle in the right chief comer of a heraldic 
shield [MF, fr It cantone, fr canto comer, fr L canthus iron tyre; (2) MF, 
fr OProv, fr cant edge, comer, fr L cuthiis] - cantoaal /''kant(a)nl, 
kan'tonl/ adj 

’canton /kan'ton; sense 2 kan'toohn/ vr 1 to divide into cantons 2 

*BILI ET 

Cantonese /kanta'neez/ n, pi Cantoaeae 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Canton 2 the dialect ofChinese spoken in and near Canton [GuiroD,city 
in China] - Cantoaeae adj 
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cantonment Asn'toohnniMit/ n (a group of usu temporary structures 
for) the housing of troops (F cM/itonnement, fr cantonner to billet 
troops] 

cantor /*kantaw/ n a singer who leads liturgical music (e g in a syna- 
gogue) [L, singer, fr cantus, pp of canere to sing] 

Canuck Aa'nuk/ a 1 the language of the French Canadians - derog 2 
cJiieffy Can french Canadian > slang [prob alter of Canadian] 
canvas also caafass Aanvas/ n l a firm closely woven cloth usu of 
linen, hemp, or cotton used for clothing, sails, tents etc 2 a set of sails; 
sail 3 a cloth surface suitable for painting on in oils; aJso the painting on 
such a surface 4 a coarse cloth so woven as to form regular meshes as 
a basis for embroidery or tapestry 5 the floor of a boxing or wrestling nng 
[ME canevas, fr ONF, fr (assumed) VL cannabaceus hempen, fr L 
cannaba hemp - more at cannabis] - canvaslike adj - under canvas 
living in a tent 

'canvaa,back /-.bak/ n a N American wild duck closely related to the 
European pochard [fr its colour] 

canvaaa aJso canvas /kanvas/ vt 1 to examine in detail; iptcif, NAm 
to examine (votes) officially for authenticity 2 to discuss, debate 3 to visit 
(e g a voter) in order to solicit political support or to ascertain opinions 
~ VI to seek orders or votes; solicit [obs canvas (to toss in a canvas sheet, 
trounce, castigate)] - canvass n. canvasser also canvaser n 
canyon, canon /'kanyan/ n a deep valley or gorge [AmerSp canon, prob 
alter, of obs Sp calldn, aug of calk street, fr L caJlis footpath] 
caoutchouc /'kow.choohk/ n 'rubber 2 [F, fr obs Sp cauchuc (now 
caucho), fr Quechua] 

'cap Aap/ n la a soft usu flat head covering with a peak and no bnm b 
(one who has gained) a head covenng awarded to a player selected for a 
specud, speaf national, sports team or who is a regular member of esp a 
cricket team 2 a natural cover or top* eg a a usu unyielding overlying 
rock or soil layer b the pileus c (a patch of distinctively coloured feathers 
on) the top of a bird’s head 3 sthg that serves as a cover or protection, 
esp for the end or top of an object 4 a mortarboard (^students dressed tn 
ana goumy garment 5 the uppermost part, the top 6 a small 
container holding an explosive charge (e g for a toy pistol or for priming 
the charge in a firearm) 7 the symbol n indicating the intersection of 2 
sets - compare cup % %Br dutch cap (ME cappe, fr OE caeppe, fr LL 
cappa head-covering, cloak] - capftil n 
^ap vt -pp* la to provide or protect with a cap b to give a cap to as a 
symbol of honour or rank 2 to form a cap over; crown (jthe mountains 
were --ped with mist - John Buchan) 3 to follow with sthg more 
noticeable or significant, outdo 

capability /.kaypa’bibti/ n 1 being capable 2 a feature or faculty 
capable of development; potential 3 the capacity for an indicated use or 
development 

capable AaypabI/ adj 1 susceptible <a remark ~ of being misunder- 
stood^ 2 having the attributes or traits required to perform a specified 
deed or action <Ae is of murder} 3 able </ier <*- fingers} USE (except 

J) + of [MP or LL; MF capable, fr LL capabihs, irreg fr L capere to take 
- more at heave] - capablenesa n, capably /’kaypabli/ adv 
capacioua Aa'payshas/ adj able to hold a great deal [L capac-, capax, 
fr capere] - capaciously adv, capaciouanesa n 
capacitance Aa'pasit(3)ns/ n 1 the ability of a conductor or system of 
conductors and insubtors to store electric charge physics 2 the 
measure of capacitance equal to the ratio of the charge induced to the 
potential difference USE video [capacity] - capacitive Aa*- 
'pasativ/ adj, capacitivciy adv 

capacitor Aa'pasata/ n a component in an electrical circuit that pro- 
vides capacitance and usu consists of an insulator sandwiched between 2 
oppositdy charged conductors 

capacity Aa'pasati/ n la the ability to receive, accommodate, or deal 
with sthg b an ability to contain <a Jug with a ^ of 2pt} unit c 
the maximum amount that can be contained or produced (working at 
^><4 ^ crowd} 2 legal competence or power 3a ability, calibre b 
POTENTIAL 1 4 a position or role assiped or assumed (in his ^ as judge} 
[ME capacire,'fr MF capacity, fr L^capacitat-, capacitas, fr capac-, capax] 
.cap and 'balla n, pi caps and bells the traditional dress of a court 
jester 

.cap and 'gown n sing or pJ in constr academicals 
capariaon Aa'pan8(a)n/ n 1 an ornamental covenng for a horse, esp a 
warhorse in former times 2 rich clothing; adornment [MF caparsfon, fr 
OSp caparazdn] - caparisoB vr 

jeape Aayp/ a a peninsula or similar land projection jutting out into water 
[ME capt fr fr OProv, It L caput h^ - more at head] 

*capa n a sleevelcas outer (part of a) garment that fits cloAly at the neck 


and hangs loosely from the shoulders > compare 'cloak 1 [prob fr Sp 
capa cloak, fr LL cappa head covenng. cloak] 

.Capo 'Coloured n a person of mixed black and white ancestry in S 
Afnca [Cape of Good Hope, province of S Afnca] - Cape Coloured 
adj 

.Cape 'Dutch n, archaic Afnkaans [Oipe of Good Hope] 

.Cape 'hunting ,dog n any of a species of wild Afncan predatory dogs 
that live in grasslands south and east of the Sahara and hunt in packs 
3- FOOD [Cape of Good Hope] 

capelin Aap(3)lin/ n a small fish of northern seas related to the smelts 
[CanF capelan, fr F. codfish, fr OProv, chaplain, codfish, fr ML cappel- 
tanus chaplain - more at chaplain] 

'caper /kaypa/ n 1 any of a genus of low pnckly shrubs of the 
Mediterranean region 2 a greenish flower bud or young berry of the 
caper, pickled and used as a seasoning, garnish, etc [back-formation fr 
earlier capers (taken as a plural), fr ME capens, fr L capparis, fr Gk 
kapparis] 

*caper vi to leap about in a carefree way, prance [prob by shortening & 
alter fr capriole] 

*caper n 1 a joyful leap 2 a high-spinted escapade, a prank 3 chiefly 
NAm an illegal enterprise; a enme - infml 

capercaillie /.kapa'kayli/, capercailzie /-'kaylzi/ n the largest Old 
World grouse [ScGael capalcoitle, lit , horse of the woods] 
capillarity /.kapi'larati/ n the elevation or depression of the surface of 
a liquid in contact with a solid (e g in a fine-bore tube) that depends on 
the relative attraction of the molecules of the liquid for each other and 
for those of the solid [‘capillary + -ity] 

'capillary Aa'pibn/ adj la resembling a hair, esp in slender elongated 
fonn hof a tube, passage, etc having a very fine bore 2 involving, held 
by, or resulting from surface tension 3 of capillaries or capillarity [F or 
L; F capillaire, fr L capillans, fr capillus hair] 

’capillary n a capillary tube, esp any of the smallest blood vessels 
connecting artenes with veins and forming networks throughout the body 
ANATOMY 

..cap in 'hand adv m a deferential manner 

'capital Aapitl/ adj la punishable by death ^ crime} b involving 
execution punishment} 2 of a letter of or conforming to the senes (e g 
A, B. C rather than a, b, c) used to begin sentences or proper names 3a 
of the greatest importance or influence (the - importance of criticism in 
the work of creation itself - T S Eliot) b being the scat of government 
4 excellent (a - book} - not now in vogue [ME, fr L capitalis, fr capit-, 
caput head - more at head] 

’capital n la (the value of) a stock of accumulated goods, esp at a 
particular time and in contrast to income received dunng a particular 
period b accumulated possessions calculated to bnng in income c sing 
or pi in constr people jiolding capital d a sum of money saved 2 an esp 
initial capitd letter Ai.PHABEr 3 a city serving as a seat of 

government map [F or It, F, fr It capitate, fr capitate, adj, chief, 
pnncipal, fr L capitalis; (2,3) fr 'capita/] - make capital of/out of to turn 
(a situation) to one's advanuge 

*capital n the top part or piece of an architectural column archi- 
tecture [ME capitate, modif of ONF capital, Fr LL capitellum small 
head, top of column, dim. of L capit-, caput] 

.capital 'assets n pi tangible or intangible long-term assets 
.capital 'gain n the profit from the sale of a capital asset (e g a house) 
- usu pi with sing, meaning <capital-gajns tax} 
capital goods n pi goods used in producing other commodities rather 
than for sale to consumers 

.capital-in'tenslve adj using or requiring a dapital investment that is 
large in relation to other inputs or needs - compare labour- 
intensive 1 

capitalism /'kapitl.iz(a)m/ n an economic iystem characterized by 
pnvate ownership and control of the means of production, distribution, 
and exchange and by the profit motive [^capital -i -ism] 

'capitalist Aapitl«ist/ n 1 a person with (invested) capital; broadly a 
very we»4thy person 2 one who favours capitalism 
’capitalist, capitalistic A'istik/ adj 1 owning capiul (the ~ class} 2 
practising, advocating, or marked by capitalism nations} - cspitalis- 
tkally adv 

capitaMsa, -isc /'kapitl.iez/ vt 1 to write or print in capitals or with an 
initial capit^ 2 to convert into capital ('^ the company*s reserve fund} 
3 to convert (a periodic payment) into an equivalent capital sum <~d 
annuities} 4 to supply capita] for ‘^vi to gain by turning sthg to 
advantage - usu on - cspitalizatloii /-ie'zaysh(»)n/ n 
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capital ship n a warship (e g a battleship) of the First rank in size and 
importance 

capitation /.kaprtaysh(3)n/ n a uniform payment or charge made per 
person (LL capitation-, capitatio poll tax, fr L capit-, caput] 
capitol /'kapitl/ n 1 a building in which a US legislative body meets 2 
cap the building in which Congress meets at Washington [L Capttohum, 
temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline hill in Rome] 
capitular /ka'pityoob, -choob/ adj of an ecclesiastical chapter [ML 
capitulans, fr capttulum chapter] 

capitulate Aa'pityoobyt, -choo-/ vi 1 to surrender, often after nego- 
tiation of terms 2 to cease resisting; acquiesce [ML capitulatus, pp of 
capitu/arc to distinguish by heads or chapters, fr LL capitulum] 
capitulation Aa.pityoo'laysh(a)n. -choo-/ n 1 an agreement between 
governments 2 the act or agreement of sby who surrenders 3 a surrender, 
acquiescence 

capitulum Aa'pityoobm, -choobm/ n, pi capitula /-b/ a round^ or 
flattened cluster of stalkicss flowers, often simulating 1 larger flower 
PLANT [NL, fr L, small head - more at chapter] 
capo /kapoh, 'kay-/ n, pJ capos a movable bar attached to the fingerboard 
esp of a guitar to raise the pitch of the strings [short for capotasto, fr It. 
lit . head of fingerboard] 

capon /'kaypan, -pon/ n a castrated male chicken [ME, fr OE capun, 
prob fr ONE capon, fr L capon-, capo; akin to Gk koptein to cut] - 
caponize vt 

cappuccino /.kapoo'checnoh/ n coffee made with espresso and hot milk 
[It, lit . Capuchin, fr the likeness of its colour to that of a Capuchin’s 
habit] 

caprice Aa'prexi.,'' n la a sudden and seemingly unmotivated change of 
mind b a sudden and unpredictable change or senes of changes <t/ic ^s 
of the weather') 2 a disposition to change one’s mind impulsively [F, fr 
It capnccio, lit , head with hair standing on end, shudder, fr capo head 
(fr L caput) f nccio hedgehog, fr L ericius - more at head, urchin] 
capricious Aa'pnshas/ adj governed or charactenzed by capnee, apt to 
change suddenly or unpredictably - capriciously adv, capriciousness n 
Capricorn /'kapnkawn/ n (sby bom under) the 10th zodiacal constella- 
tion, pictured as a creature resembling a goat with the tail of a fish 
SYMBOi [ME Capneome, fr L Capneomus, fr caper goat cornu horn 
- more at horn] - Capricomian /-'kawni-an/ adj or n 
capriole /'kapnohl/ n a vertical leap made by a trained horse with a 
backward kick of the hind legs at the height of the leap [MF or Olt, MF 
capnole, fr Olt capnota, fr capnolo roebuck, fr L capreolus goat, roebuck, 
fr capr-. caper he-goat, akin to OE hxfer goat, Gk kapros wild boar] - 
capriole vi 

ca.proic 'acid Aa'proh ik/ n a liquid fatty acid used in flavounngs and 
medicine [ISV, fr L capr-, caper] 

Capaian Aapsi an/ adj of a Palaeolithic culture of N Afnca and S 
Europe [F capsien, fr L Capsa Gafsa, oasis in Tunisia] 
capaicum /'kapsikam/ n (the many-seeded usu fleshy-walled fruit oO 
any of a genus of tropical herbaceous plants and shrubs of the nightshade 
family - compare hoi pepper, swttr pepper [NL, genus name, perh fr 
L capsa case] 

capaid /kapsid/ n the outer protein shell of a virus particle [L caj)sa case 
* E ^-id - more at 'case] ~ capsidal adj 
capaize Aap'siez/ vb to (cause to) overturn a canoey [ongin 
unknown] 

capatan /'kapstan/ n 1 a mechanical device consisting of an upnght 
drum round which a rope, hawser, etc is fastened, used for moving or 
raising heavy weights 2 a rotating shaft that dnves tape at a constant 
speed in a tape recorder [ME] 
capatone /'kap.stohn/ n a copingstone ['cap] 
capaulata /'kapsyoobt, -layt/, capaulated /-.laytid/ adj enclosed in a 
capsule 

capaula /'kapsyoohl, -yool/ n 1 a membrane or sac a enclosing a body 
part b surrounding a microorganism 2 a closed plant receptacle contain- 
ing spores or seeds' 3 a usu gelatin shell enclosing a drug for swallowing 
4 a compact usu rounded container 5 a detachable pressunzed compart- 
ment, esp in a_$pacecrafl or aircraft, containing crew and controls, also 
a spacecraft space 6 a usu metal, wax. or plastic covering that 
encloses the top of a bottle, esp of wine, and protects the cork [F, fr L 
capsula, dim. of capsa box - more at 'case] - captular Aapsyoob/ 
adj 

capaul'iza, -iae /'kapsyoo.liez/ vt to formulate or state in a brief or 
compact way 

'captain Aaptin/ n la rank b an oflicer in charge of a ship c 
a pilot of a civil aircraft 2 a distinguished military leader 3 a leader of 


a team, esp a sports team 4 a dominant figure s of industry^ 5 Br the 
head boy or girl at a school 6 SAm a fire or police officer [ME capitane, 
fr MF capitain, fr LL capitaneus, adj A n, chief, fr L capit-, caput head 
- more at head] - captaincy /-si/ n, captainship n 
’captain vt to be captain of 

caption /'kapshan/ n 1 a heading or title, esp of an article or document 
2 a comment or description accompanying a pictonal illustration 3 a film 
subtitle [ME capcioun, fr L caption-, captio act of taking, fr captus, pp 
of capere to take - more at heave] - caption vt, captloalcas adj 
captious Aapshas/ adj marked by an often lU-natured inclination to 
stress faults and raise objections [ME capetous, fr MF or L, MF captieux, 
fr L captiosus, fr captio act of taking, deception] - captiously adv, 
captiousness n 

captivate /'kaptivayt/ vt to fascinate or charm irresistibly - captivat- 
ingly adv, captivation /-'vaysh(3)n/ n 
captive /luiptiv/ adj la taken and held as pnsoner, esp by an enemy in 
war b kept within bounds, confined c held under control 2 in a situation 
that makes departure or inattention difficult <a ^ audience') [ME, fr L 
captivus, fr captus, pp of capere] - captive n, captivity Aap'tivati/ n 
captor Aapta/ n one who or that which holds another captive [LL, fr 
L captus] 

'capture /kapeha/ n 1 the act of gaming control or possession 2 one who 
or that which has been captured 3 the acquisition by an atom, molecule, 
ion, or nucleus of an additional elementary particle, often with associated 
emission of radiation [MF. fr L captura, fr captus] 

’capture vt 1 to take captive; win, gain a city) 2 to preserve in a 
relatively permanent form (how well the scene was on film') 3 to 
remove (e g a chess piece) from the playing board according to the rules 
of a game 4 to bnng about the capture of (an elementary particle) 
capuchin Ad'pyoohchm, -shin/ n 1 cap a member of an austere branch 
of the Franciscan Order founded in 1528 2 a hooded cloak worn by 
women in former times 3 a S Amcncan monkey with hair on its crown 
shaped like a monk's cowl [MF, fr Olt cappuccino, fr cappuccio hood, 
fr cappa cloak, fr LL, fr his cowl] 

capybara /.kapi'bahra/ n a large tailless mainly aquatic S Aroencan 
rodent [Pg capibara. fr Tupi] 

car Aah/ n 1 a vehicle moving on wheels, a a chanot of war or of 
tnumph - chiefly poetic b a railway carriage, esp one used for a specific 
purpose (buffet ^ > (sleeping ^ > c motor car 2 the passenger 
compartment of an airship or balloon 3 WAm the cage of a lift [ME 
came, fr AF. fr L carra, pi of carrum, alter of camis, of Celt ongin, akin 
to Olr & MW cam vehicle, akin to L currere to run] 
carabineer, carbinier Akar^bi'niV n a soldier armed with a carbine [F 
carabinier, fr carabine carbine] 

carabiner also karabiner /,kan)'bccn9/ n an oblong nng with an open* 
able side that is used in mountaineenng to hold freely runmng rope [G 
karabiner] 

carabinieri Akarabi'nye^n/ n pi the Italian national police force [It. pi 
of carabiniere, fr F carabinier carabineer] 

caracal Aarakal, ,--'-/ n a long-legged medium-sized cat of Afnca and 
Asia [F, fr Sp, fr Turk karakulak, lit . black-ear, fr kara black ^ kulak 
ear] 

caracul /'karakl/ n (a) karakul 

carafe /ka'rahf, -'raf, 'karaf/ n a (glass) bottle ased to hold water or wine, 
esp at table [F. fr It caraffa, fr Ar gharrifah] 

caramel /'kar^mal. -mel/ n 1 a bnttlc brown somewhat bitter substance 
obtained by heating sugar and used as a colouring and flavounng agent 
2 a chewy usu quite soft caramel-flavoured toffee [F. fr Sp caramelo, fr 
Pg, icicle, caramel, fr LL calamellus small reed - more at shawm] • 
caramelize vb 

carapace Aar3,pays/ n a hard case (e g of chitin) covenng (part oO the 
back of a turtle, crab, etc [F. fr Sp carapacho] 
carat /'karat/ n 1 a unit of weight for precious stones equal to 200mg 
2 NAm chiefly karat a unit of fineness for gold equal to V,« part of pure 
gold in an alloy [MF. prob fr ML camtus, fr Ar qirat bean pod, a small 
weight, fr Gk keration carob bean, a small weight, fr dim. of kerat-, kens 
horn - more at horn] 

'caravan /1car3,van/ n la sing or pi in constr a company of travellers on 
a journey through desert or hostile regions; also a tram of pack animals 
b a group of vehicles travelling together 2 Bra covered vehicle designed 
to be towed by a motor car or horse and to serve as a dwelling when 
parked [It canvana, fr Per karwan] 

*caravan vi -nn- (NAm -n-, -on-) to have a holiday in a caravan 
caravanner /‘kara.vana/ n. Br one who goes camping with a cara- 
van 
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A transverse front-wheel drive engine 


r filter distributor 


valve rocker 


cylinder head 


transmission gears 


^coolant 

thermostat 

valve 


gearbox housing 


^^r^rettor 

C' 


1 


/ rf^ 



niversaK 

3ints 


'^ear linkage 


rubber casing 


starter ring gear oil filter 
on flywheel 


gear lever 


camshaft j 
drive shaft 



oil pick-up 


The gearbox is the means by which 
torque is multiplied and transmitted 
from the engine to the drive shafts. 
The different gears allow the engine to 
operate near its optimum rpm, 
whatever the speed at which the car is 
moving. 


The camshaft opens the inlet valves 
and the exhaust valves in the right 
sequence and at the right time. If (as 
here) it is not mounted above them, it 
reaches them through pushrods and 
rockers. 


universal joint 
(constant velocity joint) 


The universal joints transmit torque 
from the differential to each front 
wheel hub through a drive-shaft, 
which they allow to move as the 
wheel rises or falls over bumps. 
Because the wheels have also to be 
steered, yet must be driven smoothly, 
a special kind of universal joint is used, 
known as a constant- velocity joint. 
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Turbocharger 

A turbocharger makes the engine more 
powerful by using the energy of the 
exhaust gases to turn a turbine which 
drives a compressor to blow more air 
through the carburettor into the 
cylinders. 

exhaust manifold outlet 


compressor 




carburettor 


.air blown into carburettor 
at higher pressure 


^ air filter 

air sucked in by compressor 


Sometimes the 
compressor is arranged 
to draw air and petrol 
from the carburettor 
and then force it into 
the cylinders 


A radial tyre 


carcass of one or more plies (layers) 
of fabric cords laid radially 
(directly from bead to bead) 


belt of two or more plies (layers) 
of steel wire, glassfibre. 
or fabric cords 


tread crown 




hydraulic pipe 



caliper 

assembly 


friction pads 


Disc brakes. When the brake pedal is 
pressed, resulting pressure in the 
hydraulic system makes the caliper 
assembly push the two friction pads 
together so that they grip the brake 
disc and slow the wheel. 


I' - kerbing rib 




1 

iJL 


'Hill il 


- bolt or stud holes 







car 


148 


caravanserai /.kan'vansane/, NAm chiefly can?aiisary /-»n/ n, pi 
auraftnieraia, caraTaiiseru a u$u large mn in Eastern countnes that is 
built round a courtyard and used as a resting place for caravans [Per 
karwansani, fr karwan caravan + sarai palace, inn] 
caravel /1cara,vel/ n a small 15th> and 16th-c ship with broad bows, high 
narrow poop, and tnangular sails [MF caraveUe, fr OPg caravela] 
caraway /*kar3way/ n a usu white-flowered aromatic plant with pun- 
gent seeds used as a flavouring [ME, prob fr ML carvi, fr Ar karawya, 
fr Gk karon] 

carb-, carbo- comb form carbon; carbonic; carbonyl; carboxyl <carb- 
ide> (^caxbohydratey [F, fr carbone] 
carbamate /'kahba.mayt/ n a salt or ester of carbamic acid 
car.bamic 'acid Aah'bamik/ n an acid known in the form of salts and 
esters in the blood and urine of mammals [ISV carb- + amide + -ic] 
carbamide /'kahbamied/ n urea [ISV carb- + amide] 
carbanlon Aah'ban.ie-an/ n an organic ion carrying a negative charge 
on a carbon atom - compare carbonium 

carbide Aahbied/ n a compound of carbon with a more electropositive 
element; esp calcium carbide [ISV] 

carbine /'kabbien/ n 1 a short light nfle or musket ong carried by 
cavalry 2 a short light gas-operated magazine-fed automatic nfle [F 
carabine, fr MF carabin carabineer] 

carbinol /'kahbinoi/ n (an alcohol denved from) methanol - not now 
used technically [ISV, fr obs G karbin methyl, fr G karb- carb-] 
carbohydrate /.kabba'hiedrayt, -boh-/ n any of various compounds of 
carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen (eg sugars, starches, and celluloses) 
formed by green plants and constituting a major class of energy-providing 
animal foods 

carbolic 'acid Aah'bohk/ n phenol [ISV carb- + L oleum oil - more 
at oil] 

carbon Aahb(a)n/ n 1 a nonmetallic chiefly tetravalent element occur- 
ring as diamond, graphite, charcoal, coke, etc and as a constituent of coal, 
petroleum, carbonates (eg limestone), and organic compounds 
PERIODIC TABLE 2a a sheet of carbon paper b carbon copy 1 3 a piece 
of carbon used as an element in a voltaic cell [F carbone, fr L carbon-, 
carbo ember, charcoal] - carbonless adj 

carbon 14 n a heavy radioactive carlxin isotope (of mass number 14) 
used in carbon dating 

carbonaceous /.kahba'nayshas/ adj relating to, resembling, containing, » 
or composed of carbon 

carbonado /.kahba'naydoh/ n, pi carbonados opaque dark-coloured 
diamond used as an abrasive [Pg, lit , carbonated, fr carbone carbon, 
fr F] 

'carbonate /kahhanat, -nayt/ n a salt or ester of carbonic acid 
Hsarbonate Aahbanayt/ vr 1 to convert into a carbonate 2 to impreg- 
nate with carbon dioxide, aerate <a ^d beverage} - carbonation 
/-'naysb(3)n/ n 

.carbon 'black n carbon as a colloidal black substance (e g soot) 
.carbon 'copy fl 1 a copy made with carbon paper 2 a duplicate or exact 
replica 

'carbon .cycle n 1 the fusion reaction thought to be the energy source 
of most stars, in which 4 hydrogen atoms fuse to form a helium atom 2 
the cycle of carbon in living things in which carbon dioxide from the air 
is caused to react by photosynthesis to form organic nutrients and is 
ultimately restored to the inorganic state by respiration and rotting 
.carbon 'dating n the dating of ancient material (e g an archaeological 
specimen) by recording the amount of carbon 14 remaining 
.carbon di'oxlde n a heavy colourless gas that does not support 
combustion, is formed esp by the combustion and decomposition of 
organic substances, and is absorbed from the air by plants in photosynthe- 
sis 

.carbon dl'aulphide n a colourless inflammable poisonous liquid used 
esp as a solvent for rubber 

cariKMlIc 'acid /kah'bonik/ n a weak acid that is a solution of carbon 
dioxide in water and whose salts are carbonates 
carbonic acid gas n carbon dioxide 

carbonifaroua /,kahba'nif(a)ras/ adj 1 produang or containing carbon 
or coal 2 cap of or being the period of the Palaeozoic era bdween the 
Devonian and the Permian in which coal deposits formed evol- 
ution - Caitonifcroiia n 

carbonium /kah1>ohni*9m/ n an organic ion carrying a positive charge 
on a carbon atom > compare carbanion {carb- -t- -onium] 
carbonize, -lie /l8hb(o)n.iez/ vt to convert into carbon or a carbon- 
containing residue to become carbonized; char > carbonization 
/-ie^zaysli(d)ii/ o 


.carbon mo'noxide n a colourless odourless very toxic gas formed as 
a product of the incomplete combustion of carbon 
carbonnade /Jcahba'nayd/ n a rich beef stew made with beer [F] 
'carbon .paper n (a sheet oO thin paper coated on 1 side with dark 
pigment, used to make copies by placing between 2 sheets of paper, so that 
the pigment is transferred to the lower sheet by the pressure of writing 
or typing on the upper 

.carbon .tatra'chloride /.tetrs'klawned/ n a colourless noninflam- 
mable toxic liquid used as an industrial solvent and a starting matenal in 
organic synthesis 

carbonyl Aahbonil/ n 1 a bivalent radical CO occurnng in aldehydes, 
ketones, carboxylic acids, esters, acid halides, and amides 2 a compound 
of the carbonyl radical with a metal - carbonylic /-'nilik/ adj 
Carborundum /.kahba'roondam/ trademark - used for various abras- 
ives 

carboxy-, carbox- comb form carboxyl 

carboxyl Aah'boksil/ n a univalent radical COOH contained in organic 
acids [ISV] - carboxylic /-'silik/ adj 
carboxylase Aah'boksilayz, -lays/ n an enzyme that catalyses a chemi- 
cal reaction in which a carboxyl group ts added or removed [ISV] 
'carboxy late /kah'boksilayt/ n a salt or ester of a carboxylic acid 
’carboxylate vt to introduce 1 or more carboxyl groups into (a com- 
pound) ' carboxylation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 
.carbox, ylic 'acid /.kahbok'silik/ n an organic acid (eg acetic acid) 
containing 1 or more carboxyl groups 
carboy /'kah.boy/ n a large usu roughly sphencal glass or plastic 
container for liquids [Per qaraba, fr Ar qairabah demijohn] 
carbuncle /'kah.bungkl/ n 1 a red gemstone, usu a garnet, cut in a 
domed shape without facets 2 a painful local inflammation of the skin and 
deeper tissues with multiple openings for the discharge of pus [ME, fr 
MF, fr L carbunculus small coal, carbuncle, dim of carbon-, carbo 
charcoal, ember] - carbuncled adj, carbuncular Aah'bungkyoob/ adj 
carburation /,kahbyoo'raysh(a)n/ n the process of mixing air with fuel 
in a carburettor to produce an explosive mixture for an internal combus- 
’ tion engine 

carburat /'kahbyooret/ vf -tt- {NAm -t-, -tt-) ^ combine or ennch with 
carbon (compounds) [obs carburet (carbide)] - carburction /-’ray- 
shan/ n 

carburettor, NAm carburetor /.kahbyoo'reta, .kahba'reta/ n an 
apparatus for supplying an intemal-combustion engine with vaponzed 
fuel mixed with air in an explosive mixture car 
carcajou /'kahkajooh, -.zhooh/ n a wolvenne [CanF, of Amerind 
origin] 

carcass, BraJso carcase /'kahkas/ n 1 a dead body, esp the dressed body 
of a meat animal 2 the decaying or worthless remains of a structure (the 
half-submerged ^ of a wrecked vessel} 3 a framework, esp the frame- 
work of a tyre as distinct from the tread -5" car [MF carcasse, fr OF 
carcois] 

carcin- /kahsm-/, carcino- comb form tumour; cancer <carcino^enic> 
[Gk karkin-, karkmo-, fr karkinos - more at cancer] 
carcinogen Aahsmajan/ n sthg (e g a chemical compound) that causes 
cancer - carcinogenesia /-'jenasis/ n, carcinogenic /-'jenik/ adj, car- 
cinogenically adv, carcinogenicity /.kahsinajo'nisati/ n 
carcinoma /.kahsi'nohma/ n, pi carcinomas, carcinomata Amota/ a 
malignant tumour of epithelial ongin [L, f|r Gk karkinoma cancer, fr 
karkinos] - carcinomatous adj 
'car .coat n a % -length coat 

'card /kahd/ vt to cleanse and disentangle (fllires) by the use of a carding 
machine preparatory to spinning - carder q 
‘card n an implement or machine for cardm| Fibres or raising a nap on 
cloth [ME carde, fr MF. fr LL cardus thisde, fr L carduus - more at 
chard] 

‘card n 1 playing card 2 pi but sing or pi in constr a game played with 
cards 3 a valuable asset or nght for use in negotiations 4 a flat stiff usu 
small and rectangular piece of paper or thin cardboard: e g a a postcard 
b VISITING CARD c PROGRAMME la; esp one for a sporting event d greet- 
ings caud 5 pi, Br the National Insurance and other papers of an 
employee, held by hisAer employer 6 a comical or amusing fellow 7 Br 
a person of a specified type (a knowing ^ } USE(6A7)m{mi [MEcarde, 
modif of MF carte, pre^ fr Olt carta, lit., leaf of paper, fr L charta leaf 
of papyrus, fr Gk chartes] - oa the cards quite possibl^ likely to occur 
> ^isk for one’s cards to be dismissed/riSign from employment 
cardamom Aahdsmam/ n (an E Indian plant that bears) an aromatic 
capsular fruit containing seeds used as a spice or condiment [L car- 
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damomum, fr Gk kardamomon, blend of kardamon peppergrass and 
amdmon, an Indian spice plant] 

'‘card, board /-.bawd/ n matenal of similar composition to paper but 
thicker and stifTer card i board] 

'cardboard adj 1 made (as lO of cardboard 2 unreal, insubstantial </Ae 
story has too many ^ characters} 

'card-, carrying adj being a fully paid-up member, esp of the Communist 
party [fr the assumption that such a person carries a membership 
card] 

card!- /kahdi-/, cardio- comb form heart, cardiac <cardio- 
gram} (^cardiography (cardiology}, cardiac and <cardiomc*uyar> [Gk 
kardh, kardto-, fr kardia - more at heart] 

-cardia /-kahdi a/ comb form n) heart action or location (of a 
specified type) (tachycardia} [NL, fr Gk kardia] 

'cardiac /'kahdiak/ adj 1 of. situated near, or acting on the heart 2 of 
the oesophageal end of the stomach [L cardiacus, fr Gk kardiakos, fr 
kardia] 

'cardiac n sby sufTenng from heart disease 
cardie /'kahdi/ n a cardigan - infml [by shortening & alter ] 
cardigan /'kahdigan/ n a knitted garment for the upper body that opens 
down the front and is usu fastened with buttons [James Thomas Brude- 
ncll, 7th Earl of Cardigan tl868 E soldier] 

'cardinal Aahdinl/ adj of primary importance; fundamental [ME. fr 
OF, fr LL cardinalis, fr L, of a hinge, fr cardin-, cardo hinge; akin to OB 
hratian to rush, Gk skairein to gambol] - cardinally /kabdinli/ adv 
'cardinal n a member of a b(Kly of high officials of the Roman Catholic 
church wh-^sc piT wci s include the election of a new pope - cardinalate 
/-bt, -,layt/ n, cardinalship n 

cardinal number n a number (e g 1 , 2, 3) that is used in simple counting 
and that indicates how many elements there are in a collection - compare 
ORDINAl NUMHFR NDMniR 

.cardinal 'point n any of the 4 principal compass points north, south, 
east, and west 

.cardinal 'virtue n any of the 4 natural virtues identified in classical 
literature, namely prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude, broadly 
any major virtue 

card index n. Br a filing system in which each item is entered on a 
separate card - card-index vt 

'carding ma, chine /'kahding/ n an instrument or machine for carding 
fibres that consists usu of bent wire teeth set closely in rows in a thick 
piece of leather fastened to a board or roller 
cardioid /'kahdioyd/ n a heart-shaped curve traced by a point on the 
circumference of a circle rolling completely round an cqual-si/cd circle 
cardiovascular /.kahdioh'vaskyoob/ adj of or involving the heart and 
blood vessels [ISV] 

-cardium /-kahdiom/ comb form ( - n), pi -cardia /-di a/ heart (epicar- 
dium) [NL, fr Gk kardia] 

'card.sharp /-.shahp/, 'card,sharper /-.shahpa/ n one who habitually 
cheats at cards 

'care Aea/ n 1 a cause for anxiety (the --s of the world} 2 close 
attention; effort </ook ~ over the drawing} 3 change, supervision (under 
the doctor's ^ >; specif, Br guardianship and supervision of children by 
a local authonty 4 sby or sthg that is an object of attention, anxiety, or 
solicitude (the flower garden was her special ^ } [ME, fr OE cam, akin 
to OHG kara lament, L gamre to chatter] 

'care vt la to feel trouble or anxiety b to feel interest or concern - often 
about 2 to give care for the sick} 3 to have a liking dr taste for 
'^vt 1 to be concerned about (nobody s what / do) 2 to wish (if you 
to go} 

careen /ka'reen/ vt 1 to cause (a boat) to lean over on one side 2 to 
clean, caulk, or repair (a boat) in this position ^ vi la to careen a boat 
b to undergo this process 2 to heel over 3 chiefly NAm to career [MF 
carene keel, fr Olt carena, fr L canna, lit , nutshell, akin to Gk karyon 
nut] 

'career Aa'ria/ n 1 the course of (a particular sphere oO a person's life 
(Churchill's ~ as a politician} 2 a field of employment in which one 
expects to remain; esp such a field which requires special qualifications 
and training [MF carriere, fr OProv caniera street, fr ML carrana road 
for vehicles, fr L carms car] 

'career vi to move swiftly in an uncontrolled fashion (the car ^edoff the 
road} 

'career adj of or engaged in an occupation which offers a long-term series 
of opportunities for advancement, usu within some specified organization 
or business (a ^ diplomat} 


ca'reer .girl adj a woman who puts advancement in her career or 
profession before marnage or motherhood 
careerist Aa'narist/unnc who is intent on advancing his/her career, 
often at the expense of personal integrity ~ careerism n 
carefree Aca.frec/ adj free from anxiety or responsibility holh 
days} 

'careful /-f(a)l/ adj 1 exercising or taking care 2a marked by attentive 
concern b cautious, prudent (be ~ of the horses} * often ^ to and an 
infinitive (be - to switch off the machine) - carefully adv, careful- 
ness n 

'careless /-lis/ adj 1 not taking care 2a negligent, slovenly (wnting that 
IS ^ and full of errors} b unstudied, spontaneous < ^ grace} 3a free from 
care, untroubled ('^ days} b indifTerent, unconcerned (-^ of the conse- 
quences) ~ carelessly adv, carelessness n 
'caress /ka'res/ n 1 a kiss 2 a caressing touch or stroke [F caresse, fr 
It carezza, fr caro dear, fr L cams - more at charity] 

'caress vt 1 to touch or stroke lightly and lovingly 2 to touch or affect 
gently or soothingly (music that es the ear) - caresser n, caressingly 
adv 

caret /'karat/ n a mark / or A or > used on written or printed matter 
to indicate an insertion to be made [L, it is lacking, fr carcre to lack, be 
without - more at casie] 

'care, taker /-.tayka/ n 1 one who takes care of the house or land of an 
owner, esp during his/her absence 2 one who keeps clean a large and/or 
public building (e g a school or office), looks after the heating system, and 
carncs out minor repairs 3 sby or sthg temporarily installed in office (a 
~ government} 

'care.worn /-.wawn/ adj showing the effects of gnef or anxiety (a 
face} 

earful /'kahftxil/ n as much or as many as a car will hold 
cargo /'kahgoh/ n, pi cargoes, cargos the goods conveyed in a ship, 
aircraft, or vehicle, freight [Sp, load, charge, fr cargar to load, fr LL 
carncare - more at cmarofJ 

'cargo .cult n a millenanan movement of the SW Pacific characterized 
by a belief in the imminent return of the gods or tnbal ancestors in ships 
or aircraft bcanng an abundance of (western) goods with them 
Carib /'kanb/ n 1 a member of an Amcncan Indian people of northern 
S America and the I^esscr Antilles 2 the language of the Canbs [NL 
Canbes (pi), fr Sp Canbe, fr Arawakan Canb - more at cannibai ] 
Cariban /'karahan, ka'reeban/ n a member, or the language family, of a 
group of Amencan Indian ^plcs of northern S Amenca, the lesser 
Antilles, and nearby coasts l ANUtiAor 

Caribbean /.kan'bee an/ adj of the Canbs, the ca.stcni and southern W 
Indies, or the Caribbean sea [NL CanMiaeus, fr Canbes] 
caribou /'kan.booh/ n, pi caribous, esp collectively caribou any of several 
large N American antlered deer [CanF, of Algonquian ongin] 
'caricature /'kankacha, -chooa, -tyooa/ n 1 exaggeration of features or 
charactenstics, often to a ludicrous or grotesque degree 2 a comic or 
satincal representation, esp in literature or art. that has the qualities of 
cancature 3 a distortion so gross or infenor as to seem like a cancature 
[It cancatura, lit , act of loading, fr cancare to load, fr LL carrirare] - 
caricatural /.kanka'chooaral, -'tyooaral/ adj, caricaturist /’kanka 
.chooanst, -.tyooarist/ n 

'caricature Aanka, chooa, -.tyooa/ vf to make or draw a caricature of; 
represent in cancature 

caries /'kearee?, -nz/ n. pi caries progressive decay of a tooth or 
sometimes a bone, caused by microorganisms [L, decay, akin to Gk kcr 
death] 

carillon /ka'niyan/ n a set of bells sounded by hammers controlled from 
a keyboard [F, alter of OF quarregnon, fr LL quaternion-, quatemio set 
of four - more at quaternion] 

Carina Aa'reena. -'nena/ n, pi carinas, carinae /-ni/ a keel-shaped 
anatomical part [NL, fr L, keel - more at careen] 
carinate /'kannayt/ also 'cari.nated adj keeled, ndged (a - sepaf) 
carioca /.kari'ohka/ n 1 cap a native or inhabitant of Rio de Janeiro 2 
(the music for) a dance resembling the samba [Pg, fr Tupi] 
carious Aean as/ adj affected with canes [L canosus, fr caries] 
cark /kahk/ vb, archaic to (cause to) be anxious [ME carken, bt . to load, 
burden, fr ONF carquier, fr LL carncare] 
carl, carle /kahl/ n. archaic a man of the common people [ME, fr OE 
-carl, fr ON karl man, carl; akin to OE ceorl churl - more at churl] 
carline, carlia /'kahlin/ n, chiefly Scot an old woman or witch [ME 
kerling, fr ON, fr karl man] 

'car.load /,-lohd/ n a load that fills a car 

Carmelite /'kahma,)iet/ n a member of the Roman Catholic mendicant 
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Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel founded in the 12th c [ME, fr ML 
camdita, fr Cannd Mount Carmel, Palestine, where the order was 
founded) - Carmelite adj 

carminative /kah'inindtiv/ adj causing expulsion of gas from the 
alimentary canal to relieve colic or gripes [F carmtnatif, fr L carminatus, 
pp of carminare to card, fr carmin-, carmen card, fr cairere to card - more 
at chard) - carminative n 

carmine /'kahmin/ n 1 a nch cnmson or scarlet pigment 2 a vivid red 
[F camun, fr ML carmiwum, irreg fr Ar qirmiz kermes + L minium - 
more at minium) 

carnage Aahnij/ n great slaughter (e g in battle) [MF. flesh of slain 
animals or men, fr ML camattcum tnbute consisting of animals or meat, 
fr L cam-, caro] 

carnal /'kahnl/ adj 1 given to or marked by physical and esp sexual 
pleasures and appetites 2 temporal, worldly [ME, fr ONF or LL; ONF, 
fr LL camaJis, fr L cam-, caro flesh; akin to Gk keirein to cut - more at 
shear) - carnality Aah'nabti/ n, carnally /kahnl-i/ adv 
carnaasial Aah'nassi-al/ adj of or being the large long cutting teeth of 
a carnivore [F camassier carnivorous, denv of L cam-, caro] - camass- 
ial If 

carnation /kah'naysh(a)n/ n 1 light red or pink 2 any of numerous 
cultivated usu double-flowered pinks [MF. fr Olt camagione, fr came 
flesh, fr L cam-, caro) 

carnauba Aah'nowto/ n a fan-leaved Brazilian palm with an edible 
root, whose leaves yield a wax used in polishes [Pg) 
carnalian /kah'neelyan/ n (a) cornelian [by alter.) 
carnet Aahnay. (Fr kamc)/ n a customs document permitting free 
movement of a vehicle across a frontier or temporary duty free import (e g 
of goods en route to another country) [F. lit , notebook, fr MF quemet, 
fr L quatemi set of four - more at quaternion) 
carnival /kahnivl/ n 1 a period of merrymaking before Lent, esp in 
Roman Catholic countnes 2 an instance of merrymaking or feasting 3a 
an exhibition or organized programme of entertainment, a festival b 
chiefly NAm a travelling circus or funfair [It camevale, alter of earlier 
cam ievare, lit., removal of meat, fr came flesh (fr L cam-, caro) + levare 
to remove, fr L, to raise] 

carnivore Aahni,vaw/ n a flesh-eating animal, esp any of an order of 
flesh-eating mammals fooo [denv of L camivoms] 
carnivorous Aah'niv(a)ras/ adj 1 of or being a carnivore; specif 
flesh-eating 2 of a plant feeding on nutnents obtained from animal tissue, , 
esp insects [L camivoms, fr cam-, caro flesh, t -vorus •vorou.s) - 
camivorously adv, camivoroiuueas n 

carob /'karab/ n (the edible pod oO a Mediterranean evergreen legumin- 
ous tree with red flowers [MF carobe, fr ML carmbium, fr Ar khar- 
rubah] 

'carol Aaral/ n a popular seasonal usu religious song or ballad; esp a 
Christmas song or hymn [ME caroJe, fr OF, modif of LL choraula choral 
song, fr L, choral accompanist, fr Gk choraules, fr choros chorus auJein 
to play a reed instrument, fr auios, a reed instrument) 

*carol vb -II- (NAm -I-, -11-) to sing Ooyfully) 

Carolina /'kiu^lienA Carolcaa /.kara'lec'pn/ adj of or relating to Charles 
- used esp with reference to Charles I and Charles 11 of England [NL 
caroUnus, fr ML Carolus Charles) 

Carolingian /.karp'linjion/ n or adj (a member) of a medieval Frankish 
dynasty who ruled in France, Germany, and Italy [adj F carolingten, fr 
ML karolingi French people, prob fr (assumed) OHG karling Frenchman, 
fr Karl Charles; n fr adj] 

carom Aaram/ n or vi, NAm '''cannon [n by shortening A alter, fr 
obs carambole, fr Sp carambola-, vb fr n) 

carotana /'karateen/ n any of several orange or red hydrocarbon plant 
pigments convertible to vitamin A [ISV, fr LL carota carrot] 
carotanoid also caroCiBoid /ka'rotanoyd/ n a carotene or similar animal 
or plant pigment - carottnoid adj 

carotid Aa'rotid/ adj or n (of or being) the chief artery or pair of arteries 
that supply the bead with blood [adj F or Gk; F carotide, fr Gk karotides 
carotid arteries, fr karoun to stup^y; akin to Gk kara head • more at 
CEREBRAL; n fr adj] 

carotid body n a small body of tissue at the point in the neck where the 
carotid artery forks that is sensitive to change in the oxygen content of 
blood 

carouaal /ka'rowzl/ n a carouse 

'carouaa Aa'rowz/ n a drunken revel [MF carrousse, fr carous, adv, 
completely, all out (in boire carous to empty the cup), fr G garaus] 
^carouaaW 1 to dnnk alcoholic beverages heavily or freely 2 to take part 
in a drinking bout 


carouaal. NAm also carrousel /.karp'sei, -'zcl/ n 1 a rotating stand or 
delivery system <a luggage at the airportj 2 chiefly NAm a 
merry-go-round [F carrousel tournament for horsemen, fr It caro- 
selJo] 

'carp Aahp/ vi to find fault or complain querulously and often unneces- 
sarily - infml, usu f ar [ME carpen, of Scand ongin, akin to Icel karpa 
to dispute] 

^arp n, pi carps, esp collectively carp (a fish resembling or related to) a 
large Old World soft-finned freshwater fish often farmed for food [ME 
carpe, fr MF, fr LL carpa, prob of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG karpfo 
carp] 

carp- Aahp-/, carpo- comb form fruit (carpology} [F & NL, fr Gk kaip-, 
karpo-, fr karpos - more at harvesi] 

-carp /-kahp/ comb form (- n) part of a fruit <m«ocarp>. fruit 
(^schizocarpy [NL -carpium, fr Gk -karpion, fr Aa/pos] 

‘car .park n. chiefly Br an area or building set aside for parking motor 
vehicles 

carpel Aahpl/ n any of the structures of a flowcnng plant that constitute 
the female (innermost) part of a flower and usu consist of an ovary, style, 
and stigma plant [NL carpellum, fr Gk karpos fruit] - carpellary 
/’kahpl-pn/ adj, carpellate /-pt. -ayt/ adj 
'carpenter Aahpmtp/ n a woodworker, esp one who builds or repairs 
large-scale structural woodwork [ME, fr ONF carpentier, fr L carpen- 
tanm carnage-maker, fr carpentum carnage, of Celt ongin, akin to Olr 
carr vehicle - more at car] 

^carpenter vi to follow the trade of a carpenter <^ed when he was 
young} ^ vt to put together, often in a mechanical manner 
carpentry /'kahpintn/ n 1 the art or trade of a carpenter, specif the art 
of shaping and assembling structural woodwork 2 tiinherwork con- 
structed by a carpenter 

'carpet /’kahpit/ /i t a heavy woven or felted material used as a floor 
covenng, also a floor covenng made of this fahne 2 a surface resembling 
or suggesting a carpet <a - of leaves} [ME, fr MF carpite, fr Oh carpita, 
fr carpire to pluck, modif of L carpere to pluck - more at harvi:si] - on 
the carpet before an authonty for censure or repnmand 
^carpet vt 1 to cover (as lO with a carpet (snowdrops ^ the lawn} 2 to 
reprimand - infml 

'carpetbag /-,bag/ n a bag made of carpet fabnc, common in the 
19th c 

'carpetbagger /-.bagp/ /i 1 a Northerner who went to the Amencan 
South after the Civil War in search of personal gam 2 a nonresident who 
meddles in the politics of a locality [fr their carrying all their belongings 
in carpetbags] 

carpeting /'kahpiling/ n (matenal for) carpets 
-carpic /-kahpik/ comb form ( -* adj) -carpous <po/ycarpic> [prob fr NL 
-carpicus, fr Gk karpos fruit] 
carpo- - see c arp- 

'car.port /-,pawt/ n a usu open-sided shelter for cars 
carpospore /'kahp3,spaw/ n a diploid spore of a red alga - carposporic 
/-'sponk/ adj 

•carpous /-kahpas/ comb form(-> adj) having (such) fruit or (so many) 
fruits <po/ycarpous> [NL -carpus, fr Gk -karpos, fr karpos fruit - more 
at harvest) - -carpy /-kahpi/ comb form (-* n) 
carpus /kakpas/ n, pi carpi /-pic/ (the bones oO the wnst 
ANATOMY [NL, fr Gk karpos - more at wharf] - carpal adj 
carrack /'karak/ n a large square-ngged trading vessel of the 14th to 
17th c that was sometimes equipped for wa<^are [ME carrake, fr MF 
caraque, fr OSp carraca, fr Ar qaraqir, pi of qurqur merchant ship] 
carrageen also carragheen /'karageen/ n a dark purple branching edible 
seaweed [Carragheen, town near Waterford, Eire] 
carrageenan /.kara'geenan/, carragheenan carrageenln /-nin/ n 
a colloid extracted esp from carrageen and used esp as a suspending, 
thickening, and clanfying agent (eg in foods) [carrageen 4 '-an 
or - 111 ] 

carrefpur /.kara'fooa, -'faw/ n a place where 4 ways meet; a crossroads 
[MF, fr LL quadnfurcum, neut of quadrifuKus having 4 forks, fr L 
quadn- f furca fork] 

carrel /liaral/ n a partitioned area or cubicle used for individual study, 
esp in a library [alter, of ME carole round dance, ring - more at 
carol] 

carriage /‘kanj/ n 1 the act of carrying 2 the manner of bearing the 
body; posture 3 the price or cost of carrying (^ paid} 4 a wheeled 
vehicle; esp a horse-drawn passenger-carrying vehicle designed for private 
use 5 a movable part of a machine that supports some other part <a 
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typewntcr 6 a railway passenger vehicle; a coach [ME canage, 
fr ONF, fr caner to transport in a vehicle - more at carry] 

'carriage .trade n trade from nch people 

'carriage.way /-.way/ n, Br the part of a road used by vehicular traffic. 
specif i ANt 2b 

carrick bend /'kank/ n a knot used to join the ends of 2 large ropes 
[prob fr obs c&rnck (carrack), fr ME carrake, canyk] 
carrier /'kan a/ n 1 a bearer, messenger 2 an individual or organization 
that contracts to transport goods, messages, etc 3a a container for 
carrying b a device, platform, machine, etc that carries <a luggage ^ on 
a bicycle^ 4 a bearer and transmitter of a causative agent of disease; esp 
one who is immune to the disease 5a a usu inactive accessory substance, 
vbHiCLF 1 b a substance (e g a catalyst) by whose agency some clement 
or group IS transferred from one compound to another 6 a radio or 
electrical wave of relatively high frequency that can be modulated by a 
signal (eg representing sound or vision information), esp in order to 
transmit that signal 7 a mobile hole or electron capable of carrying an 
electnc charge in a semiconductor 8 aircraft carrilr [carry 
+ '-fr] 

carrier bag '-/ n. Br a bag of plastic or thick paper used for 

carrying goods, esp shopping 

'carrier .pigeon n a homing pigeon (used to carry messages) 
carrion /'kari-an/ n 1 dead and putrefying flesh 2 sthg corrupt or rotten 
[ME caroinc, fr AF, fr (assumed) VL caronia, irrcg fr L cam-, caro flesh 

- more at carnai ] 

carrion crow n the common European black crow 
carronade /.kara'nayd/ n a short-barrelled muzzle-loaded large-calibre 
gun formerly used esp on ships [Carron, town in Scotland, where it was 
first made] 

carrot /'karat / n 1 (a biennial plant with) a usu orange spindle-shaped 
root eaten as a vegetable 2 a promised and oflcn illusory reward or 
advantage (offered them the -- of promotion') [MF carotte, fr LL carota, 
fr Gk karoton] 

carroty /'karat i/ adj bright orange-red in colour 
carrousel /.kara'sel, -'/el/ n, NAm a carousel 
'carry /'kan/ vt 1 to support and move (a load), transport 2a to convey, 
conduct b to support (this beam carries the weight of the upper storeys') 
3 to lead or influence by appeal to the emotions 4 to transfer from one 
place to another, esp to transfer (a digit corresponding to a multiple of 
10) to the next higher power of 10 in addition 5a to wear or have on one's 
person (I never ^ money on me) b to bear on or within oneself (is ing 
an unborn child) c to have as a mark, attnbute, or property a scar) 
6 to have as a consequence, esp in law, involve (the enme earned a heavy 
penalty) 7 to hold (e g one's person) in a specified manner <carnes 
himself welf) 8 to sing with reasonable correctness of pitch ('^ a tunc) 
9a to keep in stock for sale b to provide sustenance for, support (land 
^ing 100 head of cattle) 10 to maintain through financial support or 
personal effort (he earned the maga/me single-handedly) 11 to extend 
or prolong in space, time, or degree a principle too far) 12 to gain 
victory for 13a to broadcast b to publish (newspapers ^ weather 
reports) 14 to perform with sufficient ability to make up for the poor 
performance of (e g a panner or teammate) 15 to hoist and maintain (a 
sail) in use ^vi 1 to act as a bearer 2a to reach or penetrate to a disunce 
(voices ^ welf) b to convey itself to a reader or audience 3 to undergo 
or allow carnage in a specified way [ME canen, fr ONF caner to 
transport in a vehicle, fr car vehicle, fr L camis - more at car] - carry 
a torch to be in love, esp without reciprocation; chensh a longing or 
devotion (she still cames a torch for him even though their engagement 
IS broken) - carry the can to bear the responsibility; accept the blame - 
infml - carry the day to win, prevail 
^carry n 1 the range of a gun or projectile or of a struck or thrown ball 
2 portage 

carry away vt to arouse to a high and often excessive degree of emotion 
or enthusiasm - usu passive 

'carry,cot /-.kot/ n, chiefly Br a small lightweight boxlike bed. usu with 
2 handles, in which a baby can be carried 

carry forward vt to transfer (e g a total) to the succeeding column, 
page, or book relating to the same account 

,carrying-'on n, pi carryinga-on rowdy, excited, or improper behaviour 

- infml 

carry off vt \ to cause the death of (the plague carried off thousands) 
2 to perform easily or successfully (the leading lady carried off her part 
brilliantly) 3 to gain possession or control of; capture <carned off the 
prize) 


'carry.on /-,on/ n, NAm a piece of luggage suitable for a passenger to 
carry on board an aircraft 

'carry-.on n an instance of rowdy, excited, or improper behaviour, a to-do 
- infml 

carry on vt to conduct, manage <carry on a business) vi 1 to behave in 
a rowdy, excited, or improper manner (embarrassed by the way he carries 
on) 2 to continue one's course or activity, esp in spite of obstacles or 
discouragement 3 Br to flirt, also to have a love affair - usu + with 
'carry .out /-.owt/ n 1 chiefly Scot food or esp alcoholic dnnk bought to 
be consumed off the premises 2 chiefly NAm A Scot a takeaway 
carry out vt 1 to put into execution <carry out a plan} 2 to bnng to 
a successful conclusion, complete, accomplish 

carry over vt carry forward ~ vi to persist from one stage or sphere 
of activity to another 

carry through vt carry out ~ vi to survive, persist (feelings that carry 
through to the present) 

carse /kahs/ n. Scot low fertile land beside a nver [ME cars, kerss] 
carsick Aah.sik/ adj suffering from the motion sickness associated with 
travelling by car - carsickneas n 

'cart Aaht/ n 1 a heavy 2-wheeled or 4-wheeled vehicle used for 
transporting bulky or heavy loads (eg goods or animal feed) 2 a 
lightweight 2-wheeled vehicle drawn by a horse, pony, or dog 3 a small 
wheeled vehicle [ME, prob fr ON kartr, akin to OE crxt cart, OE cradol 
cradle] 

*cartvr 1 to carry or convey (as lOm a cart 2 to take or drag away without 
ceremony or by force - infml, usu off (they ^ ed him off to jaif) 3 to 

carry by hand - infml - carter n 
cartage /'kahtij/ n the act of carting, also the charge for this 
carte blanche /.kaht 'blonh-sh {Fr kart bid/)/ n full discretionary 
power (was given ^ to furnish the house) [F, lit , blank document] 
.carte du 'Jour /dooh 'zhooa/ n. pi cartee du jour / '^ / a menu, esp that 
of a particular day [F. lit , card of the day] 

cartel Aah'tel/ n a combination of independent commercial enterpnses 
designed to limit competition [MF, letter of defiance, fr Olt cartello, lit., 
placard, fr carta leaf of paper - more at ’card] 

Cartesian Aah'teezh(y)9n. -zyan/ adj of or used in the philosophy of 
Rene Descartes [NL cartesianus, fr Renatus Cartesius (Rene Descartes) 
tl6S0 F philosopher] - Cartesian n, Cartesianism n 
Cartesian coordinate n a coordinate measured from 1 of 2 or 3 
straight-line axes perpendicular to one another 
'cart .horse n any large powerful draught horse (e g a Clydesdale) 
Carthusian Aah'thyooh/h(y)3n, -zyan/ n or adj (a member) of an 
austere contemplative religious order founded by St Bruno in 1084 [n ML 
cartusiensis, irrcg fr OF Chartrouse, mother house of the Carthusian 
order, near Grenoble, town in France, adj fr n] 
cartilage Aahtilij/ n (a structure composed oO a translucent elastic 
tissue that makes up most of the skeleton of very young vertebrates and 
becomes mostly converted into bone in adult higher vertebrates 
ANAioMV [L cartilagin-, cartilago, akin to L cratis wickerwork - more 
at HURDi f] - cartilaginoiis /.kahti'lajinas/ adj 
cartilaginous fish /.kahti'lajinas/ n 1 any of a major group of fishes 
compnsing all those with a cartilaginous rather than a bony skeleton and 
including the sharks, dogfishes, and rays, an clasmobranch 2 a cyclos- 
tome 

'cartload /-.lohd/ n as much as a cart will hold 
cartogram /'kahta.gram/ n a map showing statistical information 
presented in diagrammatic form [F cartogramme, fr carte v -gramme 
-gram] 

cartography /kahlografi/ n map making [F cartographic, fr carte 
card, map f -graphic -graphy - more at ’card] - cartographer n, 
cartographic /.kahta'grafik/, cartographical adj 
cartomancy /'kaht3,manst/ n the telling of fortunes by means of playing 
cards [F cartomancie, fr carte card + -o- + mancie -mancy] 
carton /'kaht(a)n/ n a box or container made of plastic, cardboard, etc 
[F. fr It cartone pasteboard] 

cartoon Aah'toohn/ n 1 a preparatory design, drawing, or painting (e g 
for a fresco) 2a a satincal drawing commenting on public and usu 
political matters b strip cartoon 3 animated cartoon [It cartone 
pasteboard, cartoon, aug of carta leaf of paper - more at ’card] - cartoon 
vb, cartooniet n 

cartouche also cartonch /kah'toohsh/ n 1 an ornate or ornamental 
frame 2 an oval or oblong figure (e g on ancient Egyptian monuments) 
enclosing a ruler's name [F cartouche cartridge with paper case, fr It 
cartoccio, fr carta] 

cartridge /'kahtrij/ n la a tube of metal, paper, etc containing a 
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complete charge, a primer, and often the bullet or shot for a firearm b 
a case containing an explosive charge for blasting 2 the part of the arm 
of a record player holding the stylus and the mechanism that converts 
movements of the stylus into electrical signals 3 a case conuining a reel 
of magnetic tape designed for insertion into a tape recorder [alter, of 
earlier cartage, modif of MF cartouche] 

'cartridge .belt n a belt with a series of loops for holding cartndges 
'cartridge .paper n a stiff rough-surfaced close-grained paper (e g for 
drawing) 

cartulary Aahtyoobn/ n a collection of records or charters [ML 
chartuiarium, ft chartu/a charter - more at charter] 

*'cart, wheel /-.weel/ n a sideways handspring with arms and legs 
extended 

‘cartwheel v/ to perform cartwheels 
'Cartwright /-.net/ n sby who makes and repairs carts 
caruncle Aarangkl/ n a naked fleshy outgrowth (e g a domestic fowl's 
wattle) [obs F caruncuJe, fr L caruncula little piece of flesh, dim. of caro 
flesh - more at carnal] - canmcular Aa'rungkyoob/ adj, camoculate 
/-bt/, camnadatcd /-.laytid/ adj 

carve /kahv/ vt la to cut so as to shape b to produce by cutting <~d 
hts initials in the soft sandstone^ 2 to make or acquire (a career, 
reputation, etc) through one’s own efforts - often + out < ^ d out a place 
for himself in the firm} 3 to cut (food, esp meat) into pieces or slices v/ 

1 to cut up and serve meat 2 to work as a sculptor or engraver [ME 
kerven, fr OE ceorfan\ akin to MHG kerben to notch, Gk graphein to 
scratch, write] 

carvel AahvI/ n a caravel [ME carvile, fr MF caravelle, carvelle] 
'carvel-, built adj, of a boat built with the planks meeting flush at the 
seams [prob fr D karveel-, fr karveel caravel, fr MF carvelle] 
carven Aahvan/ adj wrought or ornamented by carving; carved - 
poetic 

carver /'kahva/ 1 a long sharp knife used for carving meat 2 pi a knife 
and fork used for carving and serving meat [carve + ^-lr] 

'carve-.up n 1 a competitive event in which the result has been irregularly 
decided beforehand - infml 2 a division mto parts; esp the shanng out 
of loot - slang 

carve up vt 1 to divide into parts or shares <carved up the inhentance 
between them^ 2 to wound with a knife - slang 
carving Aahving/n 1 the act or art of one who carves 2 a carved object^ 
or design 

'car ,waah n (an area containing) an automatic machine for washing 
cars, usu consisting of 1 large horizontal and 2 large upright revolving 
brushes through which water and soap are sprayed 
caryatid Aan-3,tid, .kari'atid, ka'rie*3tid/ n, pi caryatids, caryatides 
/kari'atideez, k3,ne*a'teediz/ a draped female figure used as a column to 
support an entablature [L caryatides, pi, fr Gk karyatides priestesses of 
Artemis at Caryae, caryatids, fr Karyai Caryae, town in Greece] 
caryopels /Aari'opsis/ n, pi caryopses /-seez/, caryopsides /-si,deez/ a 
small 1-seeded dry fruit (eg of grasses) in which the fruit and seed are 
fused together in a single grain [NL, fr Gk karyon nut + opsis appear- 
ance] 

Casanova /kasa'nohva/n a (promiscuous and unscrupulous) male lover 
[Giacomo Girolamo Casanova tl798 It adventurer] 
caabah also kasbah Aaz.bah/ n (a market in) the older Arab section of 
a N African city [F, fr Ar dial, qa^bah] 

'cascade /kas'kayd / a 1 a steep usu small fall of water, esp one of a series 
of such falls 2a sthg arranged in a series or in a succession of stages so 
that each stage denves from or acts on the product of the preceding stage 
<a ampUder') b an arrangement of fabric (e g lace) that falls in a wavy 
line 3 sthg falling or rushing forth in profusion <a offlowersj (F, fr . 
it caacata, fr cascare to fall, ft (assum^) VL casicare, fr L casus, pp of 
cadere to fall] 

Cascade vi to fall (as if) in a cascade vt to connect in a cascade 
arrangement 

caacara Aa'skahrs/ n 1 caacan, cascara buckthorn a buckthorn of the 
Pacific coast of the USA 2 cascara, cascara sagrada the dried bark of 
cascam buckthorn, used as a mild laiative [Sp cascara bark, fr cascar to 
crack, break, fr (assumed) VL quassicare to shake, break, ft L quassare 
- more at quash; (2) cascara sagrada AmerSp, lit., sacred bark] 

'CPM Aays/ n la a set of circumstances or conditions; a situation b a 
situation or object requiring investigation or action 2 an (inflectional) 
form of a noun, pronoun, or adjective indicating its granunatical relation 
to other words 3a a suit or action that reaches a court of law b(l) the 
evidence suppofting a conduskm (jthe ^ /or briagiag back hangjngy (2) 
an trgoment; esp one that is convincing 4a an iiistano4 of disease or 


injury; also a patient suffering from a specific illness b an instance that 
directs attention to a situation or exhibits it in action; an example 5 a 
peculiar person, a character - infml [ME cas, fr OF, ft L casus fall, 
chance, fr casus, pp of cadere to fall - more at chance] > in any case 
without regard to or in spite of other considerations; whatever else is done 
or is the case (war is inevitable in any case) - in case 1 as a precaution; 
as a precaution against the event that (take a towel anyway just in case 
you want to swim} 2 chiefly NAm if - in case of 1 in the event of <in 
case of trouble, yell} 2 for fear of; as a precaution against (posted sentnes 
in case of attack} 

*casu n 1 a box or receptacle for holding sthg: e g a a glass-panelled box 
for the display of specimens (e g in a musCum) b chiefly Br a suitcase c 
a box together with its contents 2 a pair - chiefly with reference to pistols 
3a an outer covenng (a pastry -- > b a stiff book cover that is made apart 
from the book and glued onto it 4 a shallow divided tray for holding 
pnnting type [ME cas, fr ONF casse, fr L capsa chest, case, ft capere to 
take - more at heave] 

‘case vt 1 to enclose in or cover with a case; encase 2 to inspect or study 
(e g a house), esp with intent to rob - slang 

'case.book /-.book/ n a book containing records of illustrative cases for 
reference (e g in law or medicine) 
cased /kayst/ adj, of a book being a hardback 
'case .harden vt 1 to harden the surface of (iron or steel) 2 to make 
callous - case-hardened adj 

case history n a record of history, environment, and relevant details (e g 
of individual behaviour or condition), esp for use in analysis, illustration, 
or diagnosis 

casein Aaysi in, -seen/ n a protein in milk that is precipitated by (lactic) 
acid or rennet, is the chief constituent of cheese, and is used in making 
plastics [prob fr F caserne, fr L caseus cheese] 

.case in 'point n a relevant example ^ ^ 

'case .law n law established by previous judicial decisions law 
'case .load n the number of cases handled in a particular penod (e g by 
a court or clinic) 

casemate Aays.mayt/ n a fortified position or chamber or an armoured 
enclosure on a warship from which guns arc fired [MF, fr Olt casa- 
matta] 

casement ^kay.smdnt/ n (a window with) a sash that opens on hinges 
at the side architi-cii/re [ME, hollow moulding, prob fr ONF 
encassement frame, fr encasser to enshnne, frame, fr en- + casse] 
caseous /'kaysi-as/ adj of or like cheese [L caseus cheese] 

'case .shot n an artillery projectile consisting of a number of balls or 
metal fragments enclosed in a case 

case study n an analysis of a person, institution, or community based 
on details concerning development, environment, etc 
casette Aa'set/ n a cassette 

'case,work /-.wuhk/ n .social work involving direct consideration of the 
problems of individual people or families - caseworker n 
'cash Aash/ n 1 ready money 2 money or its equivalent paid promptly 
at the time of purchase [MF or Olt, MF casse money box, fr Olt cassa, 
fr L capsa chest - more at ^case] 

‘cash vt 1 to pay or obtain cash for a cheque} 2 to lead and win a 
bridge trick with (the highest remaining card of a suit) 

‘cash n, pi cash (a money unit equivalent to) a small Chinese or Indian 
coin [Pg caixa, fr Tamil kacu, a small copper coin, fr Skt karsa, a weight 
of gold or silver; akin to OPer karsba-, a weight] 

.cash-and-carry adj sold for cash and collected by the purchaser 
'cash .card n a card that is issued by a balik and allows the holder to 
operate a cash-dispensing machine 

'cash .crop n a crop (e g cotton or sugar bget) produced for sale rather 
than for use by the grower 

'cash .desk n a desk (e g in a shop) whdre payment for purchases is 
taken 

cashew /Aashooh, ka'shooh, ka'shooh/ n (the edible kidney-shaped nut 
oO a tropical American tree of the sumach fkmily [Pg acajO, cajd, fr Tupi 
acajd] 

'cashier Aa'shb/ vt to dismiss, usu dishoSourably, esp from service in 
the armed forces [D casseren, fr MF casser to discharge, annul - more 
at quash) 

‘cashier n 1 one employed to receive cash from customers, esp in a shop 
2 one who collects and records payments (e g in a bank) [D or MF; D 
kasaier, fr MF cassier, fr casse money box] 

cash in vr to convert into cash <cashed in all his bmds} ^ vi to exploit 
a financial or other advantage - usu + on <cashing in on the success of 
recent peace initiatives} 
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cashmere /’kashmia, >'•/ n (yam or fabnc made from) fine wool from 
the undercoat of the Kashmir goat [Cashmere, var of Kashmir, region 
of the Indian subcontinent] 

'cash .register o a machine that has a drawer for cash and is used to 
record and display the amount of each purchase and the money 
received 

casing /'kaysing/ n sthg that encases; material for encasing 
casino Aa'seenoh/ n, pi casinos a building or room used for social 
amusements, specif gambling [It, fr casa house, fr L, cabin] 
cask Aahsk/ n 1 a barrel-shaped container, usu for holding liquids 2 
a cask and its contents; also the quantity contained in a cask [MF casque 
helmet, fr Sp casco potsherd, skull, helmet, fr cascar to break - more at 
cascara] 

casket /kahskit/ n 1 a small usu ornamental chest or box (e g for jewels) 
2 NAm a coffin [ME, modif of MF cassette] 
casque Aask/ n a helmet [MF - more at cask] 

Cassandra Aa'sahndra, -'san-/ n one who predicts misfortune or 
disaster [L, fr Gk Kassandn, daughter of King Pnam of Troy in Gk 
legend] 

cassava Aa'sahva/ n (the fleshy edible starch-yielding rootstock oQ any 
of several tropical plants of the spurge family [Sp cazabe cassava bread, 
fr Taino cagibi] 

'casserole Aasarohl/ ii 1 a heatproof dish with a cover in which food 
may be baked and served 2 the savoury food cooked and served in a 
casserole [F, saucepan, fr MF. irreg fr casse ladle, dnpping pan. denv of 
Gk kyathos ladle] 

’casserole vt to cook (food) slowly in a casserole 
cassette, etaette Vks set/ n 1 a lightproof container for holding film or 
plates that can be inserted into a camera 2 a small case contaimng 
magnetic tape that can be inserted into a tape recorder [F cassette casket, 
fr MF, dim. of ONF casse case] 

cassia /"kasi-a/ n 1 a coarse cinnamon bark 2 senna [ME, fr OE. fr L. 
fr Gk kassia, of Sem ongin; akin to Heb qisi'ah cassia] 
cassis /'kasees/ n a liqueur made from blackcurrants and used esp as a 
flavounng (e g in white wine) [F. blackcurrant, fr L cassia] 
cassiterite Aa'sitariet/ n tin dioxide occurnng as a brown or black 
mineral [F cassitente, fr Gk kassiteros tin] 
cassock Aasak/ n an ankle-length garment worn by the Roman 
Catholic and Anglican clergy or by laymen assisting in services [MF 
casaque, fr Per kazhaghand padded jacket, fr kazh raw silk + aghand 
stuffed] 

cassoulet Aasa,lay/ n a stew of hancot beans and mixed meals [F, fr 
F dial , lit., stone dish, dim. of cassoh bowl, dim of casso ladle, denv of 
Gk kyathos ladle] 

cassowary /'kasa.wean/ n any of several large flightless Australasian 
birds closely related to the emu [Malay kauari] 

'cast Aahst/ vb cast vt la to cause to move by throwing a fishing 
line} b to direct <'^ a shadow} doubt on the enterpnse} c(l) to send 
forth; emit <rhe fire a warm glow} (2) to place as if by throwing 
a spell} (was ^ into prison} d to deposit (a vote) formally e(l) to throw 
off or away (the horse — a shoe} (2) to shed, moult (3) of an animal 
to give birth to (prematurely) 2 to calculate (a horoscope) by means of 
astrology 3a to arrange into a suitable form or order b to assign a part 
for (e g a play) or to (e g an actor) 4a to shape (e g metal or plastic) by 
pouring into a mould when molten b to form by casting ^ vi 1 to throw 
out a line and lure with a fishing rod 2 to look round; seek - + about 
or around (she ^ around uncertainly for somewhere to sit} 3 to veer 4 
to take form in a mould [ME casten, fr ON kasta; akin to ON heap, 
& perh to L gerere to cany, wage] - cast aachor to lower the anchor; to 
anchor - cast lots draw lots 

’cast Ji la an act of casting b a throw of a (fishing) line or net 2 smg or 
pi in constr the set of performers in a dramatic production 3 the distance 
to which sthg can be thrown 4a a turning of the eye in a particular 
direction b a slight squint in the eye 5a a reproduction (e g of a statue) 
formed by casting b an impression taken from an object with a molten 
or plastic substance c 'plaster 3 4a a modification of a colour by a trace 
of some added colour (grey with a greenish >^ > b a tinge, suggestion 7 
a shape, appearance (the delicate ^ of her features} 8 the excrement of 
an earthworm 

castanct /Jiasta'net/ n either of a pair of small usu wooden or plastic 
shells clicked together in the hand and used esp by dancers - usu pi [Sp 
caataheta, fr castaha chestnut, fr L castanea > more at chestnut] 
castaway Aah8b.way/ n a person who is cast adhA or ashore as a 
result of a shipwreck or as a punishment - castaway adj 


cast away vt to cause (a person or vessel) to be shipwrecked - usu 
passive 

casta Aahst/ n 1 any of the hereditary social groups in Hinduism that 
restnet the occupations of their members and their assocMtion with 
members of other castes 2a a social class b the prestige conferred by caste 
3 the system of social division by castes 4 a specialized form of a social 
insect (e g a soldier or worker ant) adapted to carry out a particular 
function in the colony [Pg casta, ht , race, lineage, fr fern of casto pure, 
chaste, fr L castus\ akin to L carcre to be without, Gk keazetn to split, 
Skt sasati he cuts to pieces] 

castellan /kastibn/ n a governor or warden of a castle or fort [ME 
castelleyn, fr ONF castelain, fr L castellanus occupant of a castle, fr 
castellanus of a castle, fr castellum castle] 

castellated AastUaytid/ adj having battlements like a castle [ML 
castellatus, pp of castellare to fortify, fr L castellum] 
caster /'kahsta/ n 1 a machine that casts type 2 'castor 1, 2 ['cast 
+ '-er] 

caster sugar n finely granulated white sugar 
castigate /'kastigayt/ vt to punish or repnmand severely - fml [L 
castigatus, pp of castigare - more at chasten] - eastigator A'gayta/ n, 
CBsdgatioo /-'gaysh(a)n/ n 

castile soap Aa'steel/ n, often cap C a fme hard bland soap made from 
olive oil and sodium hydroxide [Castile, region of Spam] 

Castilian Aa'stilyan/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Castile 2 (the official 
and literary language of Spam based on) the dialect of Castile - CastiUaa 
adj 

casting Aahstmg/ n 1 sthg cast in a mould 2 sthg cast out or off 
casting vote n a deciding vote cast in the event of a tie 
.cast-'iron adj 1 capable of withstanding great strain, strong, unyielding 
(a ^ stomach} 2 impossible to disprove or falsify (a alitn} 

.cast 'iron n a hard bnttle alloy of iron, carbon, and silicon cast in a 
mould 

'castle Akahsl/ n 1 a large fortified building or set of buildings 
CHURCH 2 a stronghold 3 'rook [ME castel, fr OE. fr ONF. fr L 
castellum fortress, castle, dim of castrum fortified place] 

’castle vb castling /'kahsl ing/ to move (a chess kmg) 2 squares towards 
a rook and then place the rook on the square on the other side of the 
king 

.castle in the 'air n an impractical scheme, a daydream 
'cast,off /-.of/ ii 1 a cast-off article (e g of clothing) - usu pi 2 an 
estimate of the space that will be required for a given amount of text when 
pnntou 

.cast-'oft adj thrown away or discarded, esp because outgrown or no 
longer wanted clothes} (a ^ lover} 
cast off vt 1 to unfasten or untie (a boat or line) 2 to remove (a stitch 
or stitches) from a knitting needle in such a way as to prevent unravelling 
3 to get nd of, discard <cast off all restraint} 4 to measure (an amount 
of text) to determine the space it will take up when pnnted ^ n 1 to 
unfasten or untie a boat or a line 2 to finish a knitted article by casting 
off all the stitches 

cast on vb to place (a stitch or stitches) on a knitting needle for begmnmg 
or enlarging a knitted article 

'castor /'kahsta/ ji a strong-smelling substance consisting of dned glands 
taken from near the anus of the beaver, used esp in making perfume [ME, 
beaver, fr L, fr Gk kastor, fr Kastor Castor, hero or demigod of (3reek 
mythology] 

’castor, caster ^'^kahsta/ ii 1 a small wheel set m a swivel mounting on 
the base of a piece of furniture, machinery, etc 2 a container with a 
perforated top for spnnkling powdered or granulated foods, esp sugar - 
compare shaker ['cast + '-or, '-er] 

.castor 'oil n a pale viscous oil from the beans of a tropical Old World 
plant, used esp as a purgative [prob fr its former use as a substitute for 
castor in medicine] 
cast out vt to drive out; expel 

castrate Aa'strayt/ vt 1 to depnve of sexual organs: a to remove the 
testes of, geld b to remove the ovaries of; spay 2 to deprive of vitality or 
vigour; emasculate [L castratus, pp of castrare, akin to Skt sasati he cuts 
to pieces > more at caste] - castrate A-/ n, castratisa 
Aa'straysh(9)n/ n 

castrate /ka'strahtoh/ n, pi castrati /-ti/ a singer castrated in boyhood 
to preserve the high range of his voice [It, fr pp of castrare to castrate, 
frL] 

Castroism /*kastroh,iz(a)m/ n the political principles and policies of 
Fidel Castro [Fidel Castro bl927 Cuban premier] - Caatroita Ajet/ a 
'casual ABzh(y)ooel, kazyoool/ adj 1 subject to. itaulting from, or 
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occurring by chance 2a occurring without regularity; occasional b 
employed for irregular periods <a ^ labourery la feeling or showing little 
concern; nonchalant b informal, natural; also designed for informal wear 
[ME. fr MF A LL; MF casuei fr LL casualis, fr L casus fall, chance - 
more at 'case] - casually adv, casuaincaa n 
^•ual n a casual or migratory worker 

casualty /'kazh(y)ooalti, -zyoool-/ n 1 a member of a military force 
killed or wounded in action 2 a person or thing injured, lost, or destroyed 
isniaJI finns will be the first casualties of these policies'^ [ME casuelte 
chance, mischance, loss, fr ML casualitas, fr LL casualis] 
casuistry /*kazh(y)oo,istri, 'kazyooistri/ n 1 a method or doctrine 
dealing with particular ethical problems 2 the false application of general 
pnnciples to particular instances, esp with regard to morals or law 
[casii/sr (one who studies cases of conscience), prob fr Sp casuists, fr L 
casus fall, chance, case - more at 'case] - casuist n. casuistic /-'istik/, 
casuistical adj 

casus belli /.kahsoos 'beli/ n, p! casus belli /'belie/ an event or action 
that bnngs about a war [NL, occasion of war] 

'cat Aat/ n la a small domesticated flesh-eating mammal kept as a pet 
or for catching rats and mice b any of a family of carnivores that includes 
the domestic cat. lion, tiger, leopard, jaguar, cougar, lynx, and cheetah 2 
a malicious woman 3 a cat-o’-mne-tails 4 a player or devotee of jazz - 
slang 5 a (male) person > slang [ME. fr OE catt\ akin to OHG kazza cat, 
both fr a prehistoric NGmc-WGmc word prob borrowed fr LL cattus, 
cares cat] 

*cat n CATAMARAN 2 - infml 

cats-, cat-, eath- prefix down (catapult^ <catarrh> [Gk kata-, kat-. kath-, 
fr kata down, in accordance with, by; akin to L com- with - more 
at 00-] 

catabolism Aa'tab9liz(a)m/ n destructive metabolism involving the 
release of energy and resulting in the breakdown of complex materials (e g 
glucose) - compare anabolism [Gk katabole throwing down, fr katabal- 
lein to throw down, fr kata- 4 balletn to throw - more at devu] > 
cataboUze vb, catabolic /.kata'bolik/ adj 
CStsbolitS Aa'taboliet/ 0 a (waste) product of catabolism 
cstschresis /Jcatalcreesis/ 0. pi catachreaes /-seez/ use of the wrong 
word for the context [L, fr Gk katachrais misuse, fr katachresthai to use 
upi misuse, fr kata- 4- chresthai to use] > catachrcstic /-'krestik/, 
catachrestical adj 

cataclysm /1(ato,kliz(9)m/ n 1 a flood, deluge 2 a violent geological 
change of the earth's surface 3 a momentous event marked by violent 
upheaval and destruction [F cataclysme, fr L cataclysmos, fr Gk katak- 
lysmos, fr kataklyzein to flood, fr kata- 4 klyzein to wash] > cataclysmal 
/.kata'klizmal/, catadysmic /Alizmik/ adj 

catacomb Aatajcoobm/ n 1 a gallened subterranean cemetery with 
recesses for tombs 2 an underground passageway or group of passage- 
ways; a labyrinth USE often pi with sing meaning [MF catacombe, prob 
fr Olt catacomba, fr LL catacumbae, pi] 

catadromoua /ka'tadramas/ adj living m fresh water and going to the 
sea to spawn <->' eels} [prob fr NL catadromus, fr cats- + -dromus 
-dromous] 

catafalque /liatajalk/ n an ornamental structure supporting or bearing 
a coffin (eg during a lying in state) [It catafalco, fr (assumed) VL 
cataAlicum scaffold, fr cats- + L fala siege tower] 

Catalan /*katajan, -bn/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Catalonia 2 the 
Romance language of Catalonia, Valencia, and the Balearic isbnds 
LANOUAOE [Sp Catalkn] - Catalan adj 

catalectic /.katalektik/ adj lacking a syUable at the end of a line of verse 
[LL calalecthus, fr Gk katalektikoa, fr katalegein to leave off, fr kata- 4 
legein to stop - more at slack] 

catalepsy AaU.lepsi/ n a trancelikc state associated with schizophrenia 
in which the body remains rigid and immobile for prolonged periods [ME 
calalanpai, fr ML catalepsia, ft LL catalepsis, fr Gk katalepsis, lit., act 
of seizing, fr katalambanein to seize, fr kata- lantbanein to take - more 
at LATCH] - cataleptic /-'leptik/ adj or n 
catalo /kataloh/ ji, p! cataloes, cataloa a cattalo 
'catalogue, NAm chie^ catalog /Icatalog/ 1 (a pamphlet or book 
containing) a complete list of items arranged systematically with descrip- 
tive details 2 a list, series <a ~ of disasters') [ME cateloge, fr MF 
catalogue, fr LL oatahgus, fr Ok katalogos, fr katalegein to list, enumer- 
ate^ fr katth + kgein to gather, speak > more at legend] 
*catalogua, NAm chiefly catalog vr 1 to enter in a caUdogue; esp to 
cjMfy (books or information) descriptively 2 to make a catalogue of 
' ealaii^ NAm Oagdyie /Icaioltez/ vt to bring about the catalysis of (a 
Chemical ftaction) 


cetalysla Aa'talasis/ n, pi catalyses /-seez/ a change, esp an increase, 
in the rate of a chemical reaction induced by a catalyst [Gk katalysis 
dissolution, fr katalyein to dissolve, fr kata- cats- 4- lyein to dissolve, 
release - more at lose] 

catalyst Aatalist/ n 1 a chemical agent that causes catalysis 2 a 
substance (eg an enzyme) that changes, esp increases, the rate of a 
chemical reaction but itself remains chemically unchanged 3 sby or sthg 
whose action inspires further and usu more imponant events (fr catalysis, 
by analogy to analysis : analyst] 
catalytic /.kata'htik/ adj causing or involving catalysis 
catamaran Aatam3,ran, -rahn, ,— '-/ n 1 a rafl made of logs or pieces 
of wood lashed together 2 a boat with twin hulls side by side [Tamil 
katfumaram, fr katfu to tie 4- maram tree] 
catamita /'kata.miet/ n a boy kept by a pederast [L catamitus, fr 
Catamitus Ganymede, cupbearer of the gods, fr Etruscan Catmite, fr Gk 
GanymaJes] 

catamount /'kata.mownt/ n a cat-a-mountam 
,cat-a-'mountain n a leopard, puma, or similar wild cat [ME cat of the 
mountaine] 

.cat-and'mouse adj consisting of continuous chasing and near captures 
and escapes 

cataplexy /'kata.pleksi/ n sudden temporary paralysis following a 
strong emotional stimulus (e g shock) [G kataplexie, fr Gk kataplexis, fr 
kataplessein to stnke down, terrify, fr kata- 4 plessein to stnke *- more 
at plaint] 

'catapult /'katapoolt, -pult/ n 1 an ancient military device for hurling 
missiles 2 a device for launching an aeroplane at flying speed (e g from 
an aircrafl earner) 2 Bra Y-shaped stick with a piece of elastic matenai 
fixed between the 2 prongs, used for shooting small objects (e g stones) 
(MF or L, MF catapulte, fr L catapuJta, fr Gk katapaltes, fr kata- < 
pallein to hurl, brandish - more at polemic] 

^catapult vb I to throw or launch (a missile) by means of a catapult 2 
to (cause to) move suddenly or abruptly (was ^ed from rags to nches 
overnight) 

cataract /'katarakt/ n 1 clouding of (the enclosing membrane oO the 
• lens of the eye; also the clouded area 2a a (large steeply-descending) 
waterfall b steep rapids in a nver c a downpour, deluge [L cataracta 
waterfall, portcullis, fr Gk katarakt^, fr katara^sein to dash down, fr 
kata- cata- 4 arassein to stnke, dash, ( 1) MF or ML, MF cataracte, fr ML 
cataracta, fr L. portcullis] 

catarrh Aa'tah/ n (the mucus resulting from) inflammation of a mucous 
membrane, esp in the human nose and air passages [MF or LL; MF 
catarrhe, fr LL catarrhus, fr Gk katarrhous, fr katarrhein to flow down, 
fr kata- 4- rher/i to flow - more at stream] - catarrhal Aral/ adj 
catastrophe Aa'tastrafi/ n 1 a momentous, tragic, and unexpected 
event of extreme gravity 2 ca taclysm 2 [Gk katastrophe, fr katastre- 
phan to overturn, fr kata- 4- strephein to turn - more at strophfJ - 
cataatroidiic /.kata'strofik/ adj, catastrophically adv 
catatonia /.kata'tohnya, -ni-a/ n (a psychological disorder, esp schizo- 
phrenia, marked by) catalepsy [NL, fr G katatonie, fr kata- cata- 4- NL 
tonus] - catatonic /-'tonik/ adj or n 

'caLbMt /-.boht/ n a sailing boat with a mast positioned close to the 
bows and a single sail [perh fr cat, a former type of cargo ship] 

'cat .burglar n, Br a burglar who enters buildings by climbing up walls, 
drainpipes, etc 

'catcall /-.kawl/ n a loud or raucous cry expressing disapproval - 
catcall vb 

'catch Aach/ vb caught /kawt/ vt la to captuft or seize, esp after pursuit 
b to take or entangle (as if) in a snare <caug)rt in a web of deceit) c to 
discover unexpectedly; surprise <caught in thdacf) d to check suddenly 
or momentarily e to cause to become entangled, fastened, or stuck 
a sleeve on a naif) 2a to seize; esp to intercept (bid keep hold of (a moving 
object), esp in the hands the ball) b to disftiiss (a batsman in cricket) 
by catching the ball after it has bem hit an<F before it has touched the 
ground 3a to contract; become infected with a cold) b to hit, strike 
the' mood of the occasion) c to receive the force or impact of 4 to 
attract, arrest (tried to ^ his attention) 5 to take or get momentarily or 
quickly a glimpse of her friend) 6 to be in time for <--> the bus) 

the last post) 7 to grasp with the senses or the mind '^vi 1 to become 
caught 2 of a fire to start to bum 3 burn 3 (the sugar caught on the 
bottom of the pan) [ME cacchen, fr ONF cachier to hunt, fir (assumed) 
VL captiare, alter, of L capture to chase, fr captua, pp of capere to take 
> more at heave] - catchable adj - catch a crab to make a faulty stroke 
in rowing - catch It to incur blame, reprimand, or punishment - inftnl 
- catch oae'i briath 1 to rest long enough to restore normal breathing 
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2 to stop breathing bnefly, usu under the influence of strong emotion - 
catch someone on the hop to find sby unprepared - infml 
‘catch n 1 sthg caught, csp the total quantity caught at one time <a Urge 
^ offish/ 2 a game in which a ball is thrown and caught 3 sthg that 
retains or fastens <//ie safety ~ of her brooch was broken} 4 an often 
humorous or coarse round for 3 or more voices 5 a concealed difliculty, 
a snag <//iere must be a ^ in it somewhere} 6 an eligible mamage partner 

- infml 

catch 22 n, oficn cap C a predicament from which a victim is unable 
to extricate himVherself because the means of escape is precluded by prior 
conditions [Catch-22, novel by Joseph Heller bl923 US wnterj 
'catch, all /-,awl/ n sthg intended to include or cover miscellaneous cases, 
items, circumstances, etc (a category} 

.catch-as-.catch-'can n a style of wrestling in which all holds arc 
allowed and in which a fall is gained by pinning an opponent's shoulders 
to the ground 

'catch .crop n a crop planted between the rows of the mam crop or 
grown between the harvesting of a mam crop and the planting of 
another 

'catch, cry /-.knc/ n. Austr a slogan; tag 4a, 4b (^resort to 1950s 
caichcncs about red penis - The Australian} 
catcher Aacha/ n a baseball player who stands behind the batter to 
catch balls that the batter fails to hit ['c ArcH ^ '-fr] 

'catch, fly /-.flic/ n any of various plants with sticky stems on which small 
insects are caught 

catching /'kachmg/ adj 1 infectious, contagious 2 allunng, attrac- 
tive 

catchment /'’kdcAiiuni n the action of collecting a substance or 
matenal (e g water); also the amount collected 
'catchment .area n 1 the area from which a lake, reservoir, etc gets 
Its rainwater 2 a geographical area from which people are drawn to attend 
a particular school, hospital, etc 

catch on vi 1 to become popular <^thc new fashion quickly caught on 
in Bntain) 2 to understand, learn - often + to. infml 
catch out vt to expose or detect m wrongdoing or error - usu pass- 
ive 

catchpenny /'kach,pcni, adj also 'cachpani/ n or adj (sthg) worthless 
but designed to appear attractive, esp by being showy - dcrog 
'catch, phrase /-.fray// n an arresting phrase that enjoys short-lived 
populanty 

catchup Aachap/ n. chiefly NAm ketchup 

catch up vt la to pick up, often abruptly <caught the child up in her 
arms} b to ensnare, entangle - usu up. usu passive c to engross, absorb 

- usu I in, usu passive 2 to act or move fast enough to draw level with 
<wc’// catch you up later') ^ vi 1 to act or move fast enough to draw level 
(^wc'll catch up with you later') 2 to acquaint oneself or deal with sthg 
belatedly - ♦ on or svith </ must catch up on the bookkeeping} 

'catch.word /-.wuhd/ n 1 a word placed so as to assist a reader when 
turning a page 2 a word or expression associated with some school of 
thought or political movement, a slogan 
catchy /kachi/ adj 1 lending to attract the interest or attention <a ^ 
title} 2 easy to remember and reproduce ^ tune} 
cate Aayt/ n. archaic a dainty or choice morsel - usu pi [ME, article 
of purchased food, short for acate. fr ONF acat purchase, fr acater to buy, 
fr (assumed) VL accaptare, fr L acceptare to accept] 
catechiam /'kata,kiz(3)m/ n 1 instruction by question and answer 2 a 
manual for catechizing; specif a summary of religious doctnne, often m 
the form of questions and answers 3 a set of formal questions pu* as a 
test - catechismal /-'kizmal/ adj 

catech-ize, -iac /'kata.kiez/ vt 1 to teach systematically, esp by using 
question and answer; specif to teach the articles of faith of a religion in 
such a manner 2 to question systematically or searchingly [LL cat- 
echiiare, fr Gk katechein to teach, lit., to dm into, fr kata- cata- ^ echan 
to resound, fr eche sound > more at u ho] - catechist n, catcchizer 
/-.kxeza/ n, catechization /-kie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
catechol /'kata,kohl. -.chohl/ n pyrocatechol 
catecholamine Akata'kohlameen, -'choh-/ n any of vanous amines (e g 
adrenalin and dopamine) that function as hormones, neurotransmitters, 
or both, and are related to pyrocatechol 

catechu Aata,chooh/ n any of several dry astringent substances 
obtained from tropical Asiatic plants [prob fr Malay kachu, of Dravidian 
ongin; akin to Tamil & Kannada kacu catechu] 
catechumen Akata'kyoohmin/ n a person receiving instruction in 
Chnstian doctrine and discipline before admission to membership of a 


church [ME cathecumyn, fr MF cathecumine, fr LL catechumenus, fr 
Gk katechoumenos, prp passive of katechein to teach] 
categorical /.kata'gonkl/ also ,cate'gori€ /-'gorik/ adj absolute, 
unqualified <a ^ denial} [LL categoricus, fr Gk kategorikos, fr kategona 
affirmation, category] - categorically adv 

categorical imperative n a moral obligation that is unconditionally 
and universally binding 

categor ize, 'ise /'kat3ga,ne7/ vt to put into a category; classify - 
categorization /-ric'zaysh(3)n/ n 

category /'katag(3)n/ n 1 a general or fundamental fonq or class of 
terms, things, or ideas (e g m philosophy) 2 a division within a system 
of classification [LL categona, fr Gk kategona predication, category, fr 
kategorein to accuse, affirm, predicate, fr kata- cata- + agora public 
assembly - more at gregarious] 

catena Aa'teena/ n, pi catenae /-ni/, catenas a connected series of 
related things, esp of comments on the Scriptures by early Christian 
theologians [ML, fr L, chain - more at chain] 
catenary /'katanfajn/ n the curve formed by a perfectly flexible cord of 
uniform density and cross section hanging freely from 2 fixed points [NL 
catenana, fr L, fern of catenanus of a chain, fr catena] - catenary adj 
catenate /'katanayt/ vt to connect m a series, link - f^ml [L catenatus, 
pp of catenare. fr catena] - catenation /-'naysh(a)n/ n 
cater /'kayta/ vi 1 to provide and serve a supply of usu prepared food 
2 to supply what is required or desired - usu f for or to <'^ed ro her 
whims all day long} [obs cater (buyer of provisions), fr ME catour, short 
for acatour, fr AF, fr ONF acater to buy - more at cate] - caterer n 
catercorner /.kayta'kawna/, .cater-'cornered adv or adj, NAm (situ- 
ated) in a diagonal or oblique position <rAe house stood ~ amiss the 
square} [obs cater (a four on cards or dice, denv of L quattuor four) ^ 

E corner] 

caterpillar /'kata.pib/ n a wormlike larva, specif of a butterfly oi moth 
anatomy [ME catyrpel, fr ONF catepelose, lit , hairy cat] 
Caterpillar trademark - used for a tractor designed to travel over rough 
or soft ground and propelled by 2 endless metal belts 
caterwaul Aatd.waw]/ vi to cry noisily [ME caterwawen] - cater- 
waul n 

'catfish /-.fish/ n any of numerous large-headed fishes with long bar- 
bels 

'cat .flu n an often fatal viral disease of the respiratory system of domestic 
cats 

'catgut /-.gut/ n a tough cord usu made from sheep intestines and used 
esp for the stnngs of musical instruments and tennis rackets and for 
surgical .*itfures 
cath' - s«r cata- 

Cathar /'ka.thah/ n, pi Cathari /'katha.ne/, Cathan a member of any of 
several medieval self^ienying Manichaean Chnstian sects [LL cathan 
(pi), fr LGk katharoi, fr Gk, pi of katharos. adj] - Catharism 
/'kath3,nz(3)m/ n 

catharsis A3'thahsis/n,p/catharsc8/-seez/ 1 purgation 2punflcation 
or purgation of the emotions through drama 3 the process of bnnging 
repressed ideas and feelings to consciousness and expressing them, esp 
dunng psychoanalysis [NL, fr Gk katharsis, fr kathairein to cleanse, 
purge, fr katharos pure] - cathartic adj 

Cathay /ka'thay, ka-/ n, archaic China [ML Cataya, Kitai, of Turkic 
ongin] 

'cathead /-.hed/ n a projecting part near the bow of a ship to which the 
anchor is hoisted and secured 

cathedra Aa'iheedra/ n a bishop's throne [L, chair - more at 
chair] 

cathedral Aa'theedral/ n a church that is the official seat of a diocesan 
bishop [LL cathedralis, prob short for (assumed) ecclesia cathedrabs 
church containing a cathedra] 

cathepsin Aa'thepsin/ n any of several intracellular enzymes that occur 
esp in lysosomes and break down proteins [Gk kathepsem to digest (fr 
kata- cata- + hepsein to boil) + E -m] 

'Catherine ,wheel Aath(a)rin/ n, ofien cap C a firework in the form 
of a wheel that spins as it bums [St Cath^ne of Alexandria fabJO? 
Chnstian martyr tortured on a spiked wheel] 

catheter /'kathata/ n a tubular device for insertion into a hollow body 
part (e g a blood veasel), usu to inject or draw off fluids or to keep a 
passage open [LL, fr Gk kathet^, fr kathtenai to send down, fr kaia- cata- 
V hienai to send > more at 'jet] - catheteriac /-,nei/ vt 
cathexia Aa'theksis/ n, pi cathexea /-seez/ investment of mental or 
emotional energy in a person, object, or idea [NL (intended as trans of 
G beseUung), fr Gk kathexis holding, fr katechein to hold fast, occupy. 
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fr katM- cata- ^ echein to have, hold - more at scheme] - cathect 
Aa'thekt/ vt, cathectic adj 

cathode /'ka.thohd/ n the electrode by which electrons leave an external 
circuit and enter a device; specif the positive terminal of a primary cell 
or of a storage battery that is delivenng current - compare anode [Gk 
kathodes way down, fr kata- ^ hodos way] - cathodal Aa'thohdl/ adj, 
cathodic /ka'thodik/ adj 

cathoda ray n a beam of high-speed electrons projected from the heated 
cathode of a vacuum tube 

cathoda-ray tuba n a vacuum tube in which a beam of electrons is 
projected onto a fluorescent screen to provide a visual display (eg a 
television picture) television 

catholic /'kath(3)lik/ adj 1 comprehensive, universal; esp broad in 
sympathies or tastes 2 cap a of or forming the entire body of worshippers 
that constitutes the Christian church b of or forming the ancient 
undivided Christian church or a church claiming historical continuity 
from It; specif roman catholic [MF & LL; MF catholique, fr LL 
catholicus, fr Gk kathohkos universal, general, fr katholou in general, fr 
kata by holos whole - more at cata-, safe] - Catholicism 
Aa'thob,siz(3)m/ /?, catholicize vb 

Catholic n a member of a Catholic church, specif roman cathoi ic 
catholicity /.katha'lisati/ n 1 liberality of sentiments or views 2 
universality 

catholicon Aa'tholi.kon. -kan/ n a cure-all, panacea [F or ML; F. fr 
ML, fr Gk kathohkon, neut of kathohkos] 
cation /'kat.ie-an/ n a positively charged ion (that moves towards the 
cathode in an electrolys^ solution) - compare anion [Gk kation, neut 
of kathn, prp of katienai to go down, fr kata- cata- + lenai to go - more 
at issue] - catiooic Aie'onik/ adj 

catkin /'kat.kin/ n a hanging spike-shaped densely crowded group of 
flowers without petals (e g in a willow) [obs D katteken, lit., kitten; fr its 
resemblance to a cat’s tail] 

'catmint /-mint/ n a blue-flowered plant of the mint family whose 
strong scent is attractive to cats 

'catnap /-.nap/ n a bnef period of sleep, esp durmg the day - cat- 
nap VI 

'catnip /-.nip/ n catmint ['cat 4 obs nep (catnip), fr ME. fr OE nepte, 
fr L nepeta] 

.cat-o'-nina-, tails n. pJ cat-o*-nine-taib a whip made of usu 9 knotted 
cords fastened to a handle [fr the resemblance of its scars to the scratches* 
of a cat] 

catoptric /katoptnk/ adj of a mirror or reflected light; also produced 
by reflection [Gk katoptnkos, fr katoptron mirror, fr katopsesthai to be 
going to observe, fr kata- cata- t opsesthai to be going to see - more at 
optic] 

cat* s cradle n a game in which a stnng looped in a pattern on the Angers 
of one person’s hands is transferred to the hands of another so as to form 
a different figure 

'cata,aar /-,»/ n any of various yellow European composite plants 
'cat'a-.eye n, pi cat's-eyes 1 any of various gems (e g a chrysoberyl or 
a chalcedony) that reflect a narrow band of light from within 2 a small 
reflector set in a road, usu in a line with others, to reflect vehicle 
headlights 

'cat't-.paw n, pi cat*s-paws 1 a light breeze that ruffles the surface of 
water in irregular patches 2 sby used by another as a tool or dupe 3 a 
bitch in a rope onto which a tackle may be hooked [(2) fr the fable of a 
monkey that used a cat's paw to draw chestnuts from a fire] fin 
'cat*B-.tall n 1 timothy 2 reedmace 

'catsuit /-,s(y)ooht/ n a tightly fitting 1 -piece garment combining top 
and trousers 

catsup /Icatsap/ n, chiefly NAm ketchup 

cattalo, catalo /Itauloh/ n, pi cattaloea, cattaloa a cross between the 
American buffalo and domestic cattle [carrle 4 buflfayo] 
cattary Akatari/ n a place for the brewing or care of cats 
cattle /Icatl/ n, pi bovine animals kept on a farm, ranch, etc [ME catef 
fr ONF, personal property, fr ML capitale, fr L, neut of capitalis of the 
head - more at ‘capital] 

'cattle .grid n, Br a sh^low ditch in a road covered by parallel bars 
spaced far enough apart to prevent livestock from crossing 
'cattleman /-man, -.man/ n one who tends or raises cattle 
'cattle, stop /-3top/ a, NZ cattle grid 

catty fVaXi/ adj slyly spiteful; malicious [cat 4- '-y] - cattily adv, 
eatttBMB 11 

'catwalk /-^rawk/ n 1 a narrow walkway (e g round a machine) 2 a 
narrow itage In the centre of a room on which fashion, shows are held 


Caucasian Aaw'kayzh(y)9n/ adj 1 of C::aucasus or its inhabitants 2 of 
the white race of mankind as classified according to physical features 
[Caucasus, Caucasia, region of USSR] - Caucasian n, Caucasoid 
/kawka,soyd/ adj or n 

caucus /'kawkas/ n a closed political meeting to decide on policy, select 
^ candidates, etc [prob of Algonquian ongin] 

caudal Akawdl/ adj 1 of or being a tail 2 situated at or directed towards 
the hind part of the body [NL caudalis, fr L cauda tail] 
caudate /kawdayt/ also caudated /-.daytid/ adj having a tail or tail-like 
appendage 

caudillo Aaw'deelyoh. kow-, -'dheelyoh/ n, pi caudillos a Spanish or 
Latin Amencan military dictator [Sp. fr LL capitellum small head - more 
at CAOE1] 

caught Aawt/ past of catch 

caul /kawl/ n 1 the large fatty fold of membrane covering the intestines 
2 the inner foetal membrane of higher vertebrates, esp when covenng the 
head at birth [ME calle, fr MF cale] 
cauldron, caldron /'kawldran/ n 1 a large open metal pot used for 
cooking over an open Are 2 sthg that resembles a boiling cauldron <s ^ 
of intense emotionsj [ME, alter of cauderon, fr ONF, dim of caudiere, 
fr LL caldana, fr L. warm bath, fr fern of caldanus suitable for warming, 
fr cahdus warm, fr calere to be warm] 
caulescent Aaw'les(d)nt/sd 7 , of a plant having a stem that shows above 
the ground [ISV, fr L caulis] 

cauliflower /'koli.fiowa/ n (a plant closely related to the cabbage with) 
a compact head of usu white undeveloped flowers eaten as a vegetable [It 
cavolHore, fr cavolo cabbage (fr LL caulus, fr L caulis stem, cabbage) i 
fiore flower, fr L flor-, Ilos - more at iioLt] 

.cauliflower 'ear n an ear thickened and deformed through injury (e g 
from repeated blows in boxing) 

cauline /'kawlecn, -lien/ adj of or growing on (the upper part of) a stem 
- compare 'radicai la [prob fr NL caulinus, fr L caulis] 
caulk, calk Aawk/ vt to stop up and make watertight (e g the seams of 
a boat, cracks in wood, etc) by Ailing with a waterproof matenal [ME 
caulken, fr ONF cauquer to trample, fr L calcare, fr calc-, calx heel] - 
caulker n 

cauri Aawri/ n, pi cauris Guinea afllAnoNALnY [prob native 
name in Guinea] 

cauaal /'kawzl/ adj 1 expressing or indicating cause, causative <a 
clause introduced by since or because) 2 of or being a cause (the agent 

of a disease^ - causally adv 

cauaality Aaw'zabti/ n 1 a causal quality or agency 2 the relation 
between a cause and its effect 

cauaation Aaw'zaysh(9)n/ n 1 the act or process of causing 2 the act 
or agency by which an effect is produced 
causative /'kawz^tiv/ adj 1 effective or operating as a cause or agent 
2 expressing causation - causative n, causatively adv 
'cause Aawz/ n la sby or sthg that brings about an effect b an agent 
that brings sthg about c a reason for an action or condition; a motive 2 
a ground for legal action 3 a principle or movement worth defending or 
supporting [ME, fr OF, fr L causa] - causeless adj 
’'cause vt to serve as the cause or occasion of - causer n 
'cause Asz; strong koz/ conj because - nonstandard 
cause c^l^bre /.kohz say'le^rd) [Fr koiz seirbr)/ n, pi causes celebres 
/- '^/ la legal case that excites widespread interest 2 a notonous 
incident or epis^e [F, lit., celebrated case] 
causerie /'kohz(9)n/ n 1 an informal conversation; a chat 2 a short 
informal written composition, esp on a literaly subject [F, fr causer to 
chat, fr L causari to plead, discuss, fr causaji 

causeway /'kawz.way/ n a raised road or p^th, esp across wet ground 
or water [ME cauciwey, fr cauci raised path + wey way] 

'caustic Aostik, Icaw-/ adj 1 capable of deltroying or eating away by 
chemical action; corrosive 2 incisive, biting wit} 3 of or being the 
envelope of rays reflected or refracted by a curved surface [L causticus, 
fr Gk kaustikos, fr kaiein to burn; akin to Uth kuI6 smut of plants] - 
cauitically adv^ causticity /-'stisati/ n 
*cau8tie n a curve or surface formed by (the intersection oO the envelope 
of rays Reflected or refracted by a curved surface 
caustic lh|ia n ‘lime 2a 
caustic soda n sodium hydroxide 

cautarlia, -iae /luiwtajiez/ vt to sear or destroy (e g a wound or body 
tissue) with a cautery, esp in order to rid of infection - cauterization 
/•rie'zay8h(a)n/ n 

cautary /luwtari/ A 1 cauterization 2 an instrument (e g a hot iron) or 
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caustic chemical used to cauterize tissue [L cautaium, fr Gk kauterion 
branding iron, fr kaian] 

'caution Aawsh( 9 )n/ n 1 a warning, admonishment; specif an ofTicial 
warning given to sby who has committed a minor offence 2 prudent 
forethought intended to minimize risk; care 3 sby or sthg that causes 
astonishment or amusement - infml <s/ie*s a proper [L caution-, 
cautio precaution, fr cautus, pp of cavere to be on guard - more at hear] 

- cautionary adj 

Caution vt la to advise caution to, warn; specif \o warn (sby under arrest) 
that his/her words will be recorded and may be used in evidence b to 
admonish, reprove, specif to give an official warning to <'^ed for 
disorderly conduct^ 2 of a soccer referee 'book 2 b ^ vi to urge, warn 
<~ed against an excess of aJcohoty 

cautious Aawshas/ adj careful, prudent - cautiously adv, cautious- 
neaa n 

cavalcade /kavUsyd, n 1 prcxtession 1; esp one of riders or 
carnages 2 a dramatic sequence or procession; a senes (MF, nde on 
horseback, fr Olt cavalcata, fr cavalcare to go on horseback, fr LL 
cahallicare, fr L caballus horse; akin to Gk dial kabalJeion horse-drawn 
vehicle] 

'cavalier /.kava'lia/ n 1 a gentleman of former times trained in arms and 
horsemanship, specif a mounted soldier 2 a gallant gentleman of former 
times; esp one in attendance on a lady 3 cap an adherent of Charles I of 
England, esp dunng the Civil War [MF, fr Olt cavahere, fr OProv 
cavalier, fr LL caballanus horseman, (r L caballus] 

*cavalierai^ 1 debonair 2 given to or charactenzed by ofThand dismissal 
of important matters 3 cap of the party of Charles 1 of England - 
cavalierly adv 

cavalletto /.kava'letoh/ n pi cavalletti Ati/ a low training rail for horses 
to jump [It. lit., little horse, dim. of cavallo horse, fr L caballus] 
cavalry /'kavaln/ n. sing or pi in constr 1 a branch of an army consisting 
of mounted troops 2 a branch of a modem army consisting of armoured 
vehicles [It cavallena cavalry, chivalry, fr cavahere] 
cavalry twill n a strong fabnc woven in a double twill and used ong for 
nding breeches 

cavatina /.kava'teena/ n 1 a short simple operatic solo 2 an instrumen- 
tal composition in a similar style, usu having a slow tempo [It, fr cavata 
production of sound from an instrument, fr cavare to dig out, fr L, to 
make hollow, fr cavus] 

'cava /kay v/ n 1 a natural chamber (e g underground or in the side of 
a hill or cliff) having a usu honzontal opening on the surface 2 Bra formal 
withdrawing or group of people withdrawing from a political party [ME, 
fr OF, fr L cava, fr cavus hollow; akin to ON hunn cub, Gk kyein to be 
pregnant, koilos hollow, Skt svayati he swells; (2) fr cave of AduUam, 
where David was joined by malcontents (I Sam 22:1, 2)] 

*cave vt to form a cave in or under; hollow out ^ vi to explore cave or 
pothole systems - caver n 

*Cflve /kay'vee/ mtetj, Br ~ used as a warning call among schoolchildren, 
esp at public school; compare keep cave [L, beware, fr cavere to 
beware, be on guard] 

caveat /kavi^at, 'kay-/ n 1 a cautionary remark or statement; a warning 

- fml 2 an official notice to a court to suspend a proceeding until the 
opposition has been heard [L, let him beware, fr cavere] 

.caveat 'emptor Aemptaw/ n the pnnciple in commerce which states 
that without a guarantee the buyer takes the risk of quality upon 
him-/herself [NL, let the buyer b^are] 

'cave .dweller n one who dwells in a cave 

cave in vt to cause to fall in or collapse ^ vi 1 to fall in or collapse 2 
to cease to resist; submit - infml 

'cave.man /-.man/ n 1 a cave dweller, esp of the Stone Age 2 a man 
who acts in a rough primitive manner, esp towards women 
cavendish /"kavandish/ n, often cap tobacco that is softened by moist- 
ure, usu sweetened, and pressed into flat cakes [prob fr the name 
Cavendish] 

cavern /iavan/ n « large usu underground chamber or cave [ME 
caveme, fr MF. fr L cavema, fr cavus] - cavernous adj, cavemoualy 
adv 

cavesaon Akavasan/ n a stiff padded noseband used for breaking in 
horses [modif of It cavezzone halter with noseband, aug of cavezza halter, 
irreg fr L capitium opening in tunic for head, fr capit-, caput head] 
cavetto Aa'vetoh/ n, pi cavetti /-ti/ a concave moulding having a curve 
that in cross section approximates to a quarter circle architecture 
[It, fr cavo hollow, fr L cavus] 

caviar, caviare /luviah/ n 1 the salted roe of large fish (e g sturgeon) 
eaten as a delicacy 2 sthg considered too delicate or lofty for mass 


appreciation (^will be to the multitude^ [earher cavery, caviane, fr obs 

It cavian, pi of caviaro, fr Turk havyar] 
cavil /'kavil. -vl/ vi -11- (NAm -I-, -1I-), Aavl-ing/ to raise invial and 
frivolous objections [L cavillan to jest, cavil, fr cavilla raillery] - cavil n, 
caviller n 

cavitate /'kavitayt/ vb to form cavities or bubbles (m) 
cavitation /,kavrtaysh(a)n/ n (the pitting and wearing away of a solid 
surface due to) the formation of partial vacuums in a liquid by the swifl 
movement of a solid body (e g a propeller) or by high-frequency sound 
waves [cavity + -ation] 

cavity Akavati/ n an empty or hollowed-out space within a mass, specif 
a decaymg hollow in a tooth [MF cavite, fr LL cavitas, fr L cavus 
hollow] 

cavity wall n a w^l built in 2 thicknesses, the air space between 
providing insulation building 

cavort Aa'vawt/ vr 1 to prance 2 to engage in extravagant behaviour 
[perh alter of curvet] 

cavy Akayvi/ n a guinea pig or related short-tailed S Amencan rodent 
[NL Cavia, genus name, fr obs Pg gavia (now savia), fr Tupi sawtya 
rat] 

caw Aaw/ vi to utter (a sound like) the harsh raucous cry of the crow 
[imit] - caw n 

cay Aee, kay/ n a low island or reef of sand or coral [Sp cayo - more 
at *key] 

.cayenne 'pepper Aay'en/ n 1 a pungent red condiment consistuig of 
the ground dned pods and seeds of hot peppers - compare chilli, 
paprika 2 a hot pepper, esp a cultivated capsicum [alter, (influenced by 
Cayenne, town in French Guiana) of earlier cayan, modif of Tupi 
kyinha] 

cayman, caiman /'kayman, 'kie-/ n, pi caymans, esp collectively cayman 
any of several Central and S Amencan crocodilians related to the 
alhgators [Sp caimin, prob fr Canb caymin] 
cayuae Akic.yoohs, ,-'-/ n, dial W US a S Amencan Indian pony 
[Cayuse, native name for a N American Induin people] 

'C .clef n a movable clef indicating middle C by its placement on 1 of the 
lines of the staff music 

'cease /sees/ vt to bnng to an end; terminate this noise!} ^vi 1 to 
come to an end (when will this quarrelling >^?} 2 to bnng an activity 
or action to an end. discontmue <cned for hours without ceasing) [ME 
cesen, fr OF cesser, fr L cessare to delay, fr cessus, pp of cedere] 
^eaae n stopping, cessation (^without > 

.ceaae-'fire n (a military order for) a cessation of firing or of active 
hostilities 

'ceaseless /-hs/ adj continuing endlessly; constant - ceaselessly adv, 
ceaselessocas n 

cecum /'seekam/ n, pi ceca /-ka/ NAm the caecum - cecal adj 
cedar /'seeda/ n (the fragrant wood oO any of a genus of usu tall 
evergreen coniferous trees of the pine family [ME cedre, fr OF. fr L 
cedrus, fr Gk kedros\ akin to Lith kadagys juniper] 
cede /seed/ vt to yield or surrender (e g territory ), usu by treaty [F or 
L; F coder, fr L cedere to go, withdraw, yield, prob akin to L cis on this 
side and to Gk hodos road, way, L sedere to sit] - ceder n 
cedi Asaydi/ n. pi cedi /^/ Ghana at nationality [Fante sedi 
small shell] 

cedilla /sa'dila/ n a mark ^ placed under a letter (e g 9 in French) to 
indicate an alteration or modification of its usual phonetic value (e g in 
the French Afsde)!^ symbol [Sp, the obs letter f (actually a medieval 
form of the letter z), cedilla, fr dun. of ceda, zeda the letter z. fr LL leta, 
fr Gk zeta] 

Ceefax /’see.faks/ trademark - used for a service provided by the BBC 
which transmits mformation (e g the weather or sports results) on usu 
special channels television 

ceilidh Akayli/ n an informal party for esp Scottish or Irish dancing and 
music [IrGael ceihdhe & ScGael ceilidh, fr Mir celide, fr OIr ceh, oak 
companion, husband; akin to L civis citizen] 

celling Aseeling/ n 1 the overhead inside surface of a room 2 the height 
above the ground of the base of the lowest layer of clouds 3 a prescribed 
or actual maxunum height at which an aircraft can fly 4 an upper usu 
prescribed limit <a ^ on rents and wages} [ME celing, fr cekn to furnish 
with a ceiling, prob fr (assumed) MF cekr, fr L caelare to carve, flrcaeftmi 
chisel, fr caedere to cut] 

celadon /'seladon, -dn/ n 1 a greyish green colour 2 (a type of pottery 
having) a greyish green ceramic glaze [F cUndon, fr CSkdoa, languid 
lover in the romance VAstrie by Honors d'Urfe tl625 F writer) 
celandine /*selMi,dien/ n 1 also greater cehuMlIae a yellow-flowered 
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biennial plant of the poppy family 2 a/so lesaer celandine a common 
yellow-flowered European perennial plant of the buttercup family [ME 
celkhtnct fr MF, fr L che/idooia, fr fern of chclidonius of the swallow, fr 
Gk cheUdoaios, fr chelidon-, chebdon swallow] 

-oele /-seel/ comb form n) hernia (^meningoctlc^ [MF. fr L, fr Gk 
ke/e; akin to OE heda hernia, OSlav kyla] 

ewtobrant /'selibrant/ n the pnest officiatmg at the Eucharist [cel 
EBRATE + '-ant] 

celebrata /'selibrayt/ vr 1 to perform (a sacrament or solemn ceremony) 
pubhely and with appropnate ntes the massy 2a to mark (a holy day 
or feast day) ceremonially b to mark (a special occasion) with festivities 
or suspension of routine activities 3 to hold up for public acclaim; extol 
(^his poetry the gJory of naturey v/ 1 to officiate at a religious 
ceremony 2 to observe a special occasion, usu with festivities [L cel- 
ebntus, pp of celebnre to frequent, celebrate, fr celebr-, celeber much 
frequented, famous; akin to L eder] - celebration /-'braysh(a)n/ n. 
ceicbmtor /-.brayta/ n, celebratory /'selibrat(3)n/ adj 
'cele.brated adj widely known and often referred to - celebrated- 
noH n 

calabrity /sa'lebrati/ n 1 the state of being famous 2 a well-known and 
widely acclaimed person 

caleriac /sa'le(a)riak/ n a type of celery grown for its thickened edible 
root [irreg fr ce/ery] 

calarity /sa'lerati/ n rapidity of motion or action - fml [ME celente, fr 
MF ederite, fr L celentat-, celeritas, fr celer swift] 
calary /'selari/ n a European plant of the carrot family with leafstalks 
eaten cold or hot as a vegetable [prob fr It dial seleri, pi of selero, modif 
of LL selinon, fr Gk] 

caleata /solesta/ n a keyboard instrument with hammers that strike steel 
plates producing a tone like that of a glockenspiel [F celesta, alter of 
celeste, lit., heavenly, fr L caelestis] 
celaata /sa'lest/ n a celesta 

ealaatlal /salesti-al/ adj 1 of or suggesting heaven or divinity, divine 2 
of oi in the sky or visible heavens <a ^ bodyy [ME fr MF, fr L caelestis, 
fr caelum sky; akin to Skt citra bright] - celcatially adv 
ealaatlal aphara a an imaginary sphere of infuiite radius against which 
the celestial bodies appear to be projected 
caliac /'sediak/ adj, NAm coeliac 

calibata /"selibat/ n one who is unmarried and does not have sexual^ 
intercourse, esp because of a religious vow [1.. caehbatus, fr caelib-, 
caelebs unmamed; akin to Skt kevala alone & to OE Itbban to live] - 
celibacy Abosi/ n, celibate /-bat/ adj 

call /scl/ II 1 a l-room dwelling occupied esp by a hermit or recluse 2a 
a barely furnished room for 1 person (e g in a convent or monastery) b 
a small room in a prison for 1 or more inmates 3 a small compartment 
(e g in a honeycomb), receptacle, cavity (e g one contaimng seeds in a 
plant ovary), or bounded space 4 the smallest structural unit of living 
matter consisting of nuclear and cytoplasmic matenal bounded by a 
semipermeable membrane and capable of functioning either alone or with 
others in all fundamental life processes 5a a vessel (e g a cup or jar) 
containing electrodes and an electrolyte either for generating electneity 
by chemical action or for use in electrolysis b a single unit in a device for 
producing an electrical effect as a result of exposure to radiant energy 6 
the primary umt of a political, esp Communist, organization 7 a basic 
subdivision of a computer memory that is addressable and can hold 1 unit 
(e g a word) of a computer's basic operating data [ME, fr OE religious 
house. & OF celle heat's cell, fr L cella small room; akin to L celare 
to conceal - more at hell] 

'cwllar /'seb/ n 1 an underground room; esp one used for storage 2 an 
individual's stock of wuie (ME celer, fr AF, fr L cellarium storeroom, fr 
cella] 

^llar vr to store or place (e g wine) in a cellar 
C«ll»ra9« /’sebnj/ ii 1 ceUar space, esp for storage 2 the charge made 
for storage in a cellar 

otilarwr Asebra/ o an official (e g in a monastery) in charge of provisions 
[ME cekrer, fr OF, fr LL ceUariarius, fr L ceUarium] 

CtHI diviaion a the process by which 2 daughter cells are formed from 
a parent cell - compare meiosis, mitosis 

-oallad /-seld/ comb form {adj -* adj) having (such or so many) cells 
<Bifltffo-celled organismsy 

c^lo /cheloh/n, pi edOoa a large stringed instrument of the violin family 
tuned an octave bdow the viob [short for viohncello] - cellist 
/ehtdatf a 

, caHobioaa /jtdahk^ha, -ohz/ n a faintly sweet diaacchapde obtained 


from cellulose [ISV ce/Ailose + -o + btose (dlsacchande), fr 'W- 
-osc] 

callophane /'seb.fayn/ n regenerated cellulose in the form of thin 
transparent sheets, used esp for wrapping goods [F, fr cellulose -phane 
(as in diaphane diaphanous, fr ML diaphanus)] 

‘call ,aap n cytoplasm 

cellular /'selyoob/ adj 1 of. relating to, or consisting of cells 2 contain- 
ing cavities; porous 3 having a very open weave <a blankety [NL 
cellularis, fr cellula living cell, fr L, dim of cella small room] - celluliu’ly 
adv, cellularity /.selyoo'larati/ n 
cellule /'selyoohl/ n a small cell [L cellula] 

cellulite /'selyoo.liet/ n a type of body fat held to be caused by water 
retention, and producing a dimpled effect on the skin (eg of the 
thigh) 

cellulitis /.selyoo'lietas/ n diffuse, esp subcutaneous, inflammation of 
body tissue [NL, fr cellula] 

celluloid /'selyoo.loyd/ n film for the cinema, also film 3 [fr Celluloid, 
a trademark] - celliiloid adj 

Celluloid trademark - used for a tough inflammable thermoplastic 
composed essentially of cellulose nitrate and camphor 
cellulose /'selyoo.lohs/ n 1 a polysacchande of glucose units that 
constitutes the chief part of plant cell walls, occurs naturally in cotton, 
kapok, etc. and is the raw matenal of many manufactured goods (e g 
paper, rayon, and cellophane) 2 paint or lacquer of which the mam 
constituent is cellulose nitrate or acetate [F, fr cellule living cell, fr NL 
cellula] 

.cellulose 'acetate n any of several compounds formed esp by the 
action of acetic acid on cellulose and used for making textile fibres, 
packaging sheets, photographic films, and varnishes 
.cellulose 'nitrate n any of several compounds formed by the action of 
nitnc acid on cellulose and used for making explosives, plastics, rayon, 
and varnishes 

.cell 'wall n the firm nonliving wall, formed usu from cellulose, that 
encloses and supports most plant cells 

Celsiua /'selsi-as/ adj relating to, conforming to, or being a scale of 
temperature on which water freezes at 0* and boils at 100* under standard 
conditions physics, unit [Anders Celsius tl744 Sw astronomer] 
celt /sell/ n a prehistoric stone or metal implement shaped like a chisel 
or axe head [LL celtis chisel] 

Celt, Kelt Aelt/ n 1 a member of a division of the early Indo-European 
peoples extending at various times from the Bntish Isles and Spam to Asia 
Minor 2 a modem Gael, Highland Scot, Inshman, Welshman, Comish- 
man, Manxman, or Breton [F Celte, sing of Celtes, fr L Celtae] 
'Celtic, Keltic /'keltik/ adj (charactenstic) of the Celts or their lan- 
guages 

^Celtic, Keltic n a branch of Indo-European languages composing Welsh, 
Cornish, Breton, Irish, Scots Gaelic, and Manx, which is now confined 
to Bnttany and parts of the Bntish Isles language - Celticist 
/'keliisist/ n 

.Celtic 'cross n a Latin cross with a nng centred on the intersection of 
the 2 shafts symbol 

.Celtic 'fringe n, often cap F Cornwall, Wales, Ireland, and Highland 
Scotland considered as a cultural and political grouping 
cembalo Ahemb3,loh/ n, pi cembali /-li/, cembaloa a harpsichord 
[It] 

'cement /si'ment/ n 1 a powder consisting of alumina, silica, lime, iron 
oxide, and magnesia pulvenzed together and burnt m a kiln, that is used 
as the binding agent m mortar and concrele CjT building 2 a sub- 
stance (e g a glue or adhesive) used for sticking objects together 3 sthg 
serving to unite firmly <a common traditiab is the ^ which holds the 
community togethery 4 cementum 5 an adhesive preparation used for 
filling teeth, attaching dental crowns, etc ^'concrete - not used techni- 
cally [ME sement, fr OF ament, fr L caetaentum stone chips used in 
making mortar, fr caedere to cut - more at concise] - cemeDtitions 
/^emen'tishas, .see-/ adj 

^•mofit vf 1 to unite or make firm (as iO by the application of cement 
2 to overlay with concrete 

cemelitatlon /,semen‘taysh(3)n. .see-/ n the process of heating a solid 
surrouiided by a powder so that the solid is changed by chemical 
combinatiqn with the powder; esp the heating of iron surrounded by 
charcoal to make steel ['cement + -ation] 

ccmcntitc /si'mentiet/ n the compound of iron and carbon in steel, cast 
iron, and iron-carbon alloys ['cement] 

ctmgntum /si'mentam/ n the thin l^y layer enclosing the base of a 
tooth [NL, fr L caementum] 
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cemetery /'semstn/ n a bunal ground; esp one not in a churchyard [ME 
cimitery, fr MF cimiierc, fr LL cocmctenum, fr Gk koimctenon sleeping 
chamber, bunal place, fr koiman to put to sleep; akin to L cunae 
cradle] 

cen-, ceno- comb form, chiefly NAm cain-. caino- 
-cene /-seen/ comb form ( - adj) recent - in names of geological penods 
<£^ne> [Gk kainos] 

cenobite /’seenoh.biet/ n. chiefly NAm a coenobite - cenobitic 
/.secna'bitik/. cenobitical adj 

cenospecies /'seenoh,sp6es(h)iz/ n a species which, owing to its closely 
related genotype, is capable of interbreeding with another [coen- f 
species] 

cenoteph /'sens.tahf/ n a tomb or monument erected in honour of a 
person or group of people whose remains arc elsewhere, specif, cap that 
standing in Whitehall in London in memory of the dead of WWs I and 
11 [F cenotaphe, fr L ccnotaphium, fr Gk kenotaphion, fr kenos empty 
^ taphos tomb, akin to Arm sin empty - more at efiiafh] 
cense /sens/ vt to perfume, or burn incense at [ME censen, prob short 
for encensen to incense, fr MF encenser, fr LL mcensare, fr mcensum 
incense] 

censer /'sensa/ n a covered incense burner swung on chains dunng 
certain religious rituals 

'censor /'sensa/ n 1 either of 2 magistrates of early Rome who acted as 
census takers, inspectors of morals, etc 2 an official who examines 
publications, films, letters, etc and has the power to suppress objectionable 
(eg obscene or libellous) matter 3 a supposed mental agency that 
represses certain unacceptable ideas and desires before they reach con- 
sciousness [Jl , (r ^^nicn‘ to assess, tax, akin to Skt samsali he recites] - 
censorial /sen'sawnol/ adj 
‘censor vt to subject to censorship 

censorious /sen'sawn as/ adj severely cntical, given to censure [L 
censonus of a censor, fr censor] - censoriously adv, censoriousness n 
censorship /‘scnsa,ship/ n 1 the act, practice, or duties of a censor, esp 
censorial control 2 the office, power, or term of a Roman censor 3 the 
repression in the mind of unacceptable ideas and desires 
'censure /sensha/ n 1 a judgment involving condemnation 2 the act of 
blaming or condemning sternly 3 an official repnmand [L censura, fr 
cciisere] 

‘censure W to find fault with and criticize as blameworthy - censurable 
adj, censurer n 

census /’sensas/ n 1 a penodic counting of the population and gathenng 
of related statistics (e g age, sex, or social class) earned out by government 
2 a usu official count or tally [L, fr censcre] 
cent /sent/ n (a com or note representing) a unit worth Vmftjjf the basic 
money unit of certain countries (e g the American dollar) nation 
A t iTY [MF. hundred, fr L centum - more at hundred] 
centaur /'sen.taw/ n any of a race of mythological creatures having the 
head, arms, and upper body of a man, and the lower body and back legs 
of a horse [ME, (r L Centaurus, fr Gk Keiitauros] 
centaury /sen.tawn/ n any of a genus of low-growing plants of the 
gentian family [ME centaure, fr MF centauree, fr ML centaurea, fr L 
centaureum, fr Gk kentaureton, fr Kentauros] 

centavo /sen'tahvoh/ n, pi centavos (a com or note representing) a unit 
worth 7,00 of the basic money unit of certain Spanish or Portugese- 
speaking countnes (e g Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Portugal) -3“ nationai- 
ITY [Sp, lit . hundredth, fr L centum hundred] 
centenarian /.senta'nean-an/ n sby who is (more than) 100 years old - 
centenarian adj 

centenary /sen'teenan, -'tenan/ n (the celebration oO a 100th anniver- 
sary [LL centenanum, fr L centenanus of a hundred, fr centeni one 
hundred each, fr centum hundred - more at hundred] - centenary 
adj 

centennial /scn'teni al/ /i, chiefly NAm a centenary [L centum + E 
-ennial (as in biennial)] - centennial adj, centennially adv 
center /'senta/ vb or n, NAm (to) centre 

centesimal /sen'tesimal/ adj marked by or relating to division into 
hundredths [L centesimus hundredth, fr o^nim] 
centesimo /sen'tesimoh/ n, pi centcaimos Uruguay at national- 
ity [Sp cent^mo] 

cent!- /senti-/ comb form 1 hundred (emtipedej 2 one hundredth (19') 
part of (a specified unit) <centiaierre> fhysics, unit [F & L, F, 
hundredth, fr L, hundred, fr centum]^ 

centigrade /'senti.grayd/ adj Celsius unit [F, fr L centi- hundred 

+ F grade] 


centigram /'senti.gram/ n one hundredth of a gram unit [F 
centigramme, fr centi- + gramme gram] 

centilitre /'senti.ieeta/ n one hundredth of a litre (about 0.3S fl oz) 

UNIT 

centime /sonteem/ n (a note or com representing) a unit worth 7 ,m of 
the basic money unit of certain French-speaking countnes (e g Algeria, 
Belgium, France) ^3“ nationality [F, fr cent hundred, fr L cen- 
tum] 

centimetre /'sentimeeu/ n one hundredth of a metre (about 0.4m) 
unit 

centimetre-gram-second adj of or being a system of units based on 
the centimetre, the gram, and the second 
centime /'sentimoh/ n, pi centimos (a coin or note representing) a umt 
wonh 7,noj^ the basic money unit of Spam and certain South American 
countnes nationality [Sp centimo] 

centipede /sentiipeed/ n any of a class of many-segmented arthropods 
with each segment beanng 1 pair of legs [L centipeda, fr centi- + ped-, 
pcs foot - more at foot] 

cento /'sentoh/ n, pi centones /sen'tohneez/, centos a literary work made 
up of quotations from other works [LL, fr L, patchwork garment, akin 
to OHG hadara rag, Skt kantha patched garment] 
centr-, centri-, centro- comb form centre <centn/ijga7> (^centroid) [Gk 
kentr-, kentro-, fr kentron centre - more at centre] 
central /"scntral/ adj 1 containing or constituting a centre 2 of pnmary 
importance, pnncipal <t/ie ^ character of the novetj 3a at, m, or near 
the centre (the plains of N Amencaj b easily accessible; convenient 
<our house is very ~ for the shopsy 4 having overall power or control 
(decided by the ^ committee} 5 of, originating m, or compnsing the 
central nervous system [L centralis, fr centrum centre - more at centre] 

- centrally adv, centrality /sen'trabti/ n 

.central 'bank n the mam banking institution of a country, usu dealing 
with government or mter-bank transactions rather than those of private 
individuals 

Central European Time n the standard time, 1 hour ahead of 
Greenwich Mean Time, which is used by most countnes of Western and 
Central Europe in the first time zone east of Greenwich 
.central 'heating n a system of heating whereby heat is produced at a 
central source (e g a boiler) and earned by pipes to radiators or air vents 
throughout a building (e g a house or office block) 
centralism /'sentr3.1iz(3)m/ n the practice or principle of concentrating 
power and control m a central authonty - centralist n or adj, oeatralistic 
/.scnrrVlistik/ adj 

central ize, -tee /’sentra.hez/ vi to come to or gather round a centre; 
specif gather under central control (e g of government) — vt to bnng 
to a centre, consolidate, specif to bnng (power, authonty, etc) under 
central control - centralizer n, centralization /-lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
.central 'nervous .system n the part of the nervous system which in 
vertebrates consists of the brain and spinal cord and which coordinates 
the activity of the entu’e nervous system 
central processing unit n processor lb 
'centre, NAm chiefly center /’senta/ n 1 the point round which a circle 
or sphere is desenbed; broadly the centre of symmetry 2a a place, esp a 
collection of buildings, round which a usu specified activity is concen- 
trated <3 shopping ^ > b sby or sthg round which interest is concentrated 
<rbe ^ of the controversy} c a source from which sthg originates <3 
propaganda ^ > d a region of concentrated population (an urban > 3 
a group of nerve cells having a common function (respiratory ^ > 4 the 
middle part (e g of a stage) 5 oOen cap a group, party, etc holding 
moderate political views (the possible formation of a new ^ party} 6a 
a player occupying a middle position in the forward Ime of a team (e g 
in football or hockey) b an instance of passing the ball from a wing to 
the centre of a pitch or court (e g in football) 7 (a recess containing) a 
rod with a conical end which supports a workpiece in a lathe or grinding 
machine and about or with which the workpiece revolves 8 a temporary 
wooden framework on which an arch is supported during construction 
[ME centre, fr MF, fr L centrum, fr Gk kentron sharp point, centre of 
a circle, fr kentein to prick; akin to OHG hantag pointed, Latvian sits 
hunting spear] 

‘centre, NAm chiefly center vv 1 to have a centre; focus - usu round 
orofi 2 to come to or towards a centre or central area 3 to centre a bail, 
puck, etc ^ FT 1 to place or fix in or at a centre or central area the 
picture on the wall} 2 to gather to a centre; concentrate (-sher hopes 
on her son} 3 to adjust (e g lenses) so that the axes coincide 4 to pass 
(e g a ball or puck) from either side towards the middle of the playing 
area 
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'Centre, board /-.bawd/ n a retractable keel used esp in small yachts 
cantr^lrcla ji a circle of 9. ISm (lOyd) radius in the middle of a soccer 
pitch SPORT 

cantrad /'scntad/ adj having a centre > often in combination <a 
dkrk-centred flower} 

'cantra.fold /-/ohld/ n (a pictorial display covering) the 2 facing pages 
in the centre of a newspaper or magazine pinup} 
.cantra>forward a (the position oO a player in hockey, soccer, etc 
positioned in the nuddle of the forward line sport 
.cantra-'half n (the position oO a pla^ in hockey, soccer, etc positioned 
in the middle of the halfback line sport 
.cantra of 'gravity n 1 centre of mass 2 the point at which the 
entire weight of a body may be considered as concentrated so that if 
supported at this point the body would remain in equilibnum in any 
position 

, cantra of 'mass n the point at which the entire mass of a body or 
system of bodies may be considered as concentrated 
'cantra.piaca /’.pees/ n 1 an ornament (e g of flowers) placed in the 
centre of a table 2 the most important or outstanding item 
cantra apraad n a centrefold 

.cantra-thraa-'quartar n (the position oO either of the 2 players in 
rugby positioned in the middle of the three-quarter-back line 
cantri- /sentn-/ - see centr- 

cantrlc /sentnk/ adj central [Gk kentnkos of the centre, fr kentron] - 
canCrically adv, centricity /sen'trisati/ n 

-cantric Asentrik/ comb form (- adj) having (such) a centre <co/icen- 
tric) or (such or so many) centres (polycentric}-, having (sthg specified) 
as a centre <he/iocentnc> [ML -centricus, fr L centrum centre] 
cantrifugal /,sentri'fyoohg(a)l, sen'tnfyoog(3)l/ adj 1 proceeding or 
acting in a direction away from a centre or axis 2 using or acting by 
centrifugal force <a ^ pump} 3 tending away from centralization, 
separatist tendencies in modern society} [NL centrifugus, fr centr- 
f L fugere to flee - more at fugitive] 
cantrifugal forca n the force that appears to act outwardly from the 
centre of rotation of an object moving along a circular path 
cantrif uga /'sentn^yoohj, -.fyoohzh/ vt or n (to subject to centrifugal 
action, esp in) a machine using centrifugal force, esp for separating 
substances of different densities [n F, fr centnfuge centnfugal, fr NL 
centrifugus^ vb fr n] > ccatrffhgation /-fyooh'gayshfa)!!/ n 
cantriola /'sentn, ohl/ n either of a pair of organelles consisting of ^ 
microtubules arranged cylindrically, which arr found in many animal 
cells and function in the formation of the mitotic apparatus [G zentnol, 
fr zentrum centre] 

cantripatal /'sentiipetl, sen'tripitl/ adj 1 proceeding or acting in a 
direction towards a centre or axis 2 tending towards centralization, 
unifying [NL centnpetus^ fr centr- 4 L petere to go to, seek - more at 
feather] - ceotripetally /sen'tripit(a)li/ adv 
centrist /'sentrist/ n, often cap a member of a moderate party; broadly 
one holding moderate political views - centrism n 
csntn>> - see centr- 

centroid /’sentroyd/ n centre of mass - centroidal /sen'troydl/ adj 
centromere /’sentra,mi3/ n the point on a chromosome by which it 
appears to attach to the spmdle in mitosis [ISV] - centroineric /-'merik, 
-'mbrik/ adj 

centrosome /'sentra.sohm/ n (the region of clear cytoplasm that con- 
tains) a centriole [G zentrosom, fr zentr- centr- 4 -som -some] - 
catroaoBsfc /-'sohmik/ adj 

centrosphere /'sentra.sfb/ n the central part of the earth composed of 
very dense material [ISV] 

centrum /'sentram/ ji, pi centmma, centra /-tra/ the body of a vertebra 
[L - more at centre] 

centurion /sen'tyooari-an/ n an officer commanding a Roman century 
(ME, fr MF & L; MF, fr L centurion-, centurio, fr centuria] 
century /'senchari/ n 1 a subdivision of the ancient Roman legion orig 
consisting of 100 men 2 a group, sequence, or series of 100 like things; 
specif 1(X) runs made by a cricketer in 1 innings 3 a period of 1(X) years; 
esp any of the 100-year periods reckoned forwards or backwards from the 
conventional date of tlie birth of Christ [L centuria, irreg fr centum 
hundred] 

century plant n a Mexican agave that matures and flowers once after 
many years of growth and then dies 

cep /sep/ A any of several edible fungi having a sponge-like underside; esp 
one with a shiny brown cap and white undenide considered a delicacy esp 
in Firanoe and Germany [F oiffe, fr F dial, cep tree trunk, mushroom, fr 
L cippiis stake, poet] 


cephal-, cephalo- comb form head <cephalic>; head and <cephalorhonix> 
[L, fr Gk kephal-, kephalo-, fr kephale) 
cephalic /siTalik/ adj 1 of or relating to the head 2 directed towards 
or situated on, in, or near the head [MF dphalique, fr L cephalicus, fr 
Gk kephalikos, fr kephale head; akin to OHG geha/ skull, ON gaH gable] 
- cephalieally adv 

-cephalic, -cephalous comb form (- adj) having (such) a head or (so 
many) heads <h/ac/rycephalic> 

cephalic index n the ratio of the maximum breadth of the head to its 
maximum length multiplied by 100 - compare cranial index 
cephalochordate /.sefdloh'kawdayt/ n a lancelet 
cephalopod /'sef(a)b,pod/ n any of a class of tentacled molluscs that 
includes the squids, cuttlefishes, and octopuses [denv of cephal- 4 Gk 
pod’, pous foot - more at foot] - cephalopod adj, cephalopodan 
/.sefa'lopxldn; also .seflajb'pohdan/ adj or n 

cephaloaporin /.sef(3)b'spawnn/ n any of several antibiotics with 
actions similar to those of penicillin [NL CephaJosponum, genus of fungi 
4 -in] 

cephalothorax /.sef(a)b'thawraks/ n the united head and thorax of an 
arachnid or higher crustacean [ISV] 

Cepheid /’sefl id/ n any of a class of pulsating stars with regularly 
varying light intensities [L Cepheus, a northern constellation, fr Cepheus, 
mythical king of Ethiopia and father of Andromeda, fr Gk Kepheus] 
'ceramic /so'ramik/ adj of or being (the manufacture oO a product (e g 
porcelain or bnck) made from a nonmetallic mineral (e g clay) by finng 
at high temperatures [Gk keramikos, fr keramos potter’s clay, pot- 
tery] 

Ceramic nip/ but sing in constr the art or process of making ceramic 
articles 2 a product of ceramic manufacture - ceramist /sa'ramist, 
'seramist/, ceramicist /sa'ramasist/ n 
cerastes /si'rasteez/ n a venomous viper of the Near F.ast that has a 
homy projection over each eye [ME. fr L, fr Gk kerastes, lit . homed, fr 
keras] 

cerat-, cerato-, kerat-, kerato- comb form 1 horn; homy 
<ceratodus><kcraUn> 2 - sec kf:rai- 1 [NL. fr Gk kerat-, kerato-, fr 
keras horn - more at horn] 

cercaria /suh'kean-a/ n, p/cercariae /-n.ee/ a usu tadpole-shaped larval 
trematode worm produced in a mollusc host by a redia [NL, fr Gk kerkos 
tail] - cercarial adj 

cere /sia/ n a usu waxy swelling at the base of a bird’s beak [ME sere, 
fr MF cere, fr ML cera, fr L, wax] 

'cereal Aian-al/ adj of or relating to (the plants that produce) grain [F 
or L; F cer6ale, fr L cereaJis of Ceres, of gram, fr Ceres, goddess of 
agnculture] 

Cereal n 1 (a grass or other plant yielding) grain suitable for food 2 a 
food made from grain and usu eaten with milk and sugar at breakfast 
cerebellum /.sera'bebm/ n, pi cerebellums, cerebclla /-b/ a large part 
of the back of the brain which projects outwards and is concerned esp with 
coordinating muscles and maintaining equilibrium nerve [ML, fr 
L, dim. of cerebrum] - cerebellar adj 
cerebr-, cerebro- comb form 1 brain; cerebrum <cerebra//OA> 2 cerebral 
and icerebrospinaf} [cerebrum] 

cerebral /'serabral/ adj la of the brain or the intellect b of or being the 
cerebrum 2a appealing to the intellect drama} b pnmanly intellec- 
tual in nature <a -- society} [F cerebral, fr L cerebrum brain, akin to Gk 
kara head, keras horn - more at horn] - oarebrally adv 
.cerebral 'cortex n the outer layer of grey matter in the brain whose 
chief function is the coordination of higher, nervous activity 
.cerebral 'hemlaphere n either of the t hollow convoluted lateral 
halves of the cerebrum of the brain > 

.cerebral 'palay a a disability resulting froft damage to the brain before 
or during birth and characterized by speech disturbance and lack of 
muscular coordination - compare spastic paralysis 
cerebrate /'serabrayt/ vi to use the mind; think - fml [back-formation 
fr cerebration, fr cerebrum] - cerebration A'bniy8h(3)n/ n 
cerebroapinal /.serabroh'spieni/ adj of the brain and spinal cord 
cerebxioapinal fluid n a liquid like blood serum that is secreted from 
the blocd into the ventncles of the brain 

.cerebroyaacular /-'vaskyoob/ adj of or involving the brain and the 
blood vessels supplying it 

cerebrum /seribram/ n, pi cerebmais, ccrebra /-bra/ 1 brain la 2 
the expanded front portion of the brain that in higher mammals overlies 
the rest of the brain and consists of the 2 cerebral hemispheres 
nerve [L] 
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cerecloth /-.kloth/ n waxed cloth formerly used esp for wrapping a dead 
body [alter, of earlier cered doth (waxed cloth)] 
cerement /’siamant/ n, archaic a shroud for the dead - usu pi with sing, 
meaning [cere (to wax, wrap in a cerecloth; fr ME ceren, fr MF c/rer. fr 
L cerate, fr cera wax) ¥ -ment] 

'ceremonial /^era'mohnyal, -ni-al/ adj marked by, involved in, or 
belonging to ceremony - ceremonialism n, ceremonialist n, ceremonially 
adv 

’ceremonial n la a ceremonial act or action b a usu presenbed system 
of formalities or rituals 2 (a book containing) the order of service in the 
Roman Catholic church 

ceremonioua /,sera'mohny3s, -ni-as/ adj 1 ceremonial 2 devoted to 
form and ceremony; punctilious - ceremoniously adv, ceremonious- 

ness n 

ceremony /'seramani/ n 1 a formal act or senes of acts presenbed by 
ntual, protocol, or convention <r/ie mamage -^>2 (observance oO 
established procedures of civility or politeness [ME ceremonie, fr MF 
ceremonie, fr L caenmonia] 

Cerenkov radiation /chir'(y)engkaf, -kof/ n light produced by 
charged particles (e g electrons) passing through a transparent medium at 
a speed greater than that of light in the same medium [P A Cherenkov 
M904 Russ physicist] 

cerise /sa'rees, -'reez/ n or adj (a) light purplish red [F. lit., cherry, fr 
LL ceresia - more at cherry] 

cerium Aian^am/ n a malleable d^ile metallic element that is the most 
abundant of the rare-earth group periodic table [NL, fr Ceres, 
goddess of agnculture] - ceric /.siank, 'senk/ adj 
cermet /'vihmit':' /• an alloy of a heat-resistant ceramic matenal and a 
metal, used esp for turbine blades [cemmic ^ metal] 
ceroplastic /,si(3)roh'plastik, also -'plah-/ adj 1 of or relating to 
modelling in wax 2 modelled in wax [Gk kdoplastikos, fr keros wax *■ 
plastikos plastic] 

cert /suht/ n, Br certainty 1; esp a horse that is sure to win a race - 
infml <a dead — for the 4 30j 

'certain /suhtn/ adj 1 fixed, settled guaranteed a ^ percentage of the 
profit} 2a of a particular but unspecified character, quantity, or degree 
<r/ie house has a ^ charm} b named but not known <a ^ Bill Clarke} 
3a established beyond doubt or question; definite is that we exist} 
b unerring, dependable (her discernment was ^ > 4a inevitable (the ^ 
advance of age and decay} b incapable of failing; sure - + infinitive (she 
IS ^ to do well} 5a assured in mind; convinced (Vm ^ she saw me} b 
assured in action; sure (be you catch your train} [ME, fr OF, fr 
(assumed) VL certanus, fr L certus, fr pp of cemere to sift, discern, decide, 
akin to Gk knnetn to separate, decide, judge, keirein to cut - more at 
shear] - certainly adv - for certain as a certainty, assuredly 
’certain pron, pi in constr certain ones of the questions raised were 

thought to be irrelevant} 

'certainty Ati/ n 1 sthg certain 2 the quality or state of being 
certain 

'certificate /sa'tifikat/ n a document containing a certified statement; 
esp one declaring the status or qualifications of the holder (a birth ^ > 
[ME certificat, fr MF, fr ML certiBcatum, fr LL, neut of cemficatus, pp 
of (xrtificare to certify] 

’certificate /sa'tifikayt/ vt to testify to, authonze by, or award with a 
certificate - certification /,suhtifi'kaysh(3)n/ n, ccitiflcatory 
/3uh'tifikat(3)n, 3uhtiri'kayt(a)ri/ adj 

Certificate of Secondary Education n a British examination in 
any of many subjects, which is less academic than the O level, in4 is taken 
usu at the age of about 16 

certify Auhtifie/ vt la to confirm, esp officially in wnting b to declare 
officially as being true or as meeting a standard c to declare officially the 
msanity of 2 to certincate, license (a certified teacher} 3 chiefly NAm 
to guarantee the payment or value of (a cheque) by endorsing on the front 
[ME certifien, fr MF pertifier, fr LL certificare, fr L oeitus certain - more 
at certain] - certifiable /-fie-abl/ adj, certiflably adv, certifier 
/-,fie-a/ n 

cortlorari Auhtiaw'reari, -shiaw-/ n a writ of a superior court calling for 
the records of proceedings in an inferior court [M^ fr L, to be informed, 
fr the use of this word in the writ] 

certitude Auhtityoohd/ n the state of being or feeling certain [ME, fr 
LL certitudo, fr L cerfus] 

cerulean /si'roohli-an/ adj deep sky blue in colour [L caervleus dark 
blue] 

cerumen /si'roohman/ n the yellow waxy secretion from the outer ear 


[NL, irreg fr L cera wax, prob fr Gk keros; akin to Lith korys honeycomb] 

- ceruminous /si'roohminas/ adj 

ceruse /'sia.roohs, si'roohs/ n white lead as a pigment [ME. fr MF 
ceruse, fr L cenissa] 

cervic-, ccirici-, cerrico- comb form neck; cervix <cervic/ris>; cervical 
and (cervicothoracic} [L cervic-, cervex neck] 
cervical /'suhvikl/ adj of a neck or cervix 

cervine Auh.vien/ adj of or resembling deer [L cervinus of a deer, fr 
cervus stag, deer - more at hart] 

cervix /*suhvik.s/ n, pi cervices /-viseez/, cervixes 1 (the back part of) 
the neck 2 a constricted portion of an organ or body part,* esp the narrow 
outer end of the uterus reproduction [L cervic-, cervix] 
cesarean also cesarian /si'zeori-an/ n, NAm a caesarean - oesareo also 
cesarian adj 

cesium /'seezi-am/ n, NAm caesium 

cessation /si'saysh(3)n/ n a temporary or final stop; an ending [ME 
cessacioun, fr MF cessation, fr L cessation-, cessatio delay, idleness, fr 
cessatus, pp of cessare to delay, be idle - more at cease] 
cesser /'sesa/ n an ending or cessation in law (e g of interest or lubility) 
[MF. fr cesser to cease] 

cession /'scsh(a)n/ n the act or an instance of yielding nghts, property, 
or esp territory [ME, fr MF, fr L cession-, cessio, fr cessus, pp of cedere 
to withdraw - more at cede] 

cesspit /'ses.pit/ n 1 a pit for the disposal of refuse (e g sewage) 2 a 
corrupt or squalid place [cesspool ^ pir] 

cesspool /'ses.poohL/ n an underground basin for liquid waste (eg 
household sewage) [by folk etymology fr ME suspiral vent, cesspool, fr 
MF souspirail ventilator, fr soupirer to sigh, fr L suspirare, lit., to draw 
a long breath, fr sub- up + spirare to breathe - more at spirit] 
cestode /'ses.tohd/ n any of a subclass of parasitic flatworms including 
the tapeworms, usu living in the intestines [denv of Gk kestos girdle] - 
cestoik adj 

cesure /si'zhooara/ n a caesura 

cetaceen /si'taysh(9)n/ n any of an order of aquatic, mostly manne, 
mammals that includes the whales, dolphins, and porpoises [deriv of L 
cetus whale, fr Gk kefos] - cetacean adj, cetaceous /-shos/ adj 
cetane /'see.tayn/ n a colourless oily hydrocarbon found in petroleum 
[ISV cet- (deriv of L cetus) f -one] - cetyl /'seetl/ adj 
cetane number n a measure of the ignition properties of a diesel fuel 

- compare octane number 
cetane rating n cetane number 

ceteris paribus /.ketons 'paribos, 'pah-/ adv all other things being equal 
-fml [NL] 
cha /chah/ n 'char 

Chablis Ahabli/ n, pi Giablis /-* / a very dry white table wine produced 
in northern Burgundy [F, fr Chablis, town in France] 
cha-cha Ahah ,chah/, .cba-eba-’cha n (a piece of music for performmg) 
a fast rhythmic ballroom dance of Latin Amencan ongin [AmerSp 
cha-cha-cha] - eba-eba vi 

chaconne /sha'kon/ n 1 an old Spanish dance tune resembhng the 
passacaglia 2 a musical composition in ] time typically consisting of 
variations on a repeated succession of chords [F & Sp, F chaconne, fr Sp 
chacona] 

chad /chad/ n small pieces of paper or cardboard produced in punching 
paper tape or data cards, also a piece of chad [perh fr Sc, gravel] 
Chad n a branch of the Afro-Asiatic language family comprising numer- 
ous languages of N Nigeria and the Cameroons [Lake Chad, central 
Africa] 

chador, chadar, chuddar, chudder Ahuda/ n a large cloth serving as a 
veil and head covering worn by women in India and Iran; esp one, usu 
black, worn by Islamic women in Iran as a sign of religious orthodoxy 
[Hindi caddar, fr Per chaddar] 

chaata Aeeta/ n, pi chaetae /-.tee/ a bristle, seu [NL. fr Gk ebaite long 
flowing hair] - chaetal adj 

chaatognath /'kectag.nath/ n any of a phylum of small free^wunming 
manne worms with movable curved bristles on either side of the mouth 
[deriv of Ok chaite ^ gaathos jaw - more at onath-] - chactogaath adj, 
chactogaatbaa Aee'tognathan/ adj or n 
'chafa /chayf/ vt \ to imtate, vex 2 to warm (part of the body, 
rubbing 3a to rub so as to wear away b to make sore (as lO by rubt 
^ VI 1 to feel irritation or discontent; fret s at his restrictive desk Jl 

2 to become sore or uncomfortable as a r^t of nibbing [ME chaut 
to warm, fr MF chaufer, fr (assumed) VL calfare, alter, of L cakthce, > 
fr calere to be warm -v facere to make - more at 'do] 

’chafa n (injury or wear caused by) friction 
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chafer /chayfa/ n a cockchafer or related large beetle [ME cheafTer, fr 
OE ceafbr, akin to OE ceafi jowl - more at jowl] 

'chaff /chaf, chahf/ n 1 the seed coverings and other debris separated 
from the seed in threshing grain 2 worthless matter - esp in separate the 
wheat from the chaff 3 chopped straw, hay, etc used for animal feed 4 
material (e g strips of foil) ejected into the air to reflect enemy radar waves 
and so prevent detection [ME chaf, fr OE ceaf, akin to OHG cheva hask] 

' chaffy adj 

^chaff n light jesting talk; banter (prob fr 'cAa/ej 
Hshaff vf to tease good-naturedly vi to jest, banter 
chaffinch Ahaflnch/ n a European finch with a reddish breast, a bluish 
head, and white wing bars [M^ fr OE ceafTmc, fr ceaf + fmc finch] 
'chafing .dish Ahayfing/ n a dish for cooking or keeping food warm, 
esp over a spint burner at the table [ME chafing, prp of chaufen, chafen 
to warm] 

'Chagas' di.saasa /'shahg9s(iz)/ n an oflen fatal tropical American 
disease caused by a trypanosome and characterized esp by high fever 
[Carlos Chagas tl934 Brazilian physician] 
chagrin Ahagnn/ vt or n (to subject to) mental distress caused by 
humiliation, disappointment, or failure [n F, fr chagrin sad: vb fr n] 
chai /chie/ n, pi chais a bmlding for the fermentation and storage of wine 
[F, alter, of quai quay, platform] 

Chaima Ahiema/ n a member, or the language, of a Cariban people of 
Venezuela 

'chain /chayn/ n la a senes of usu metal links or rings connected to or 
fitted into one another and used for vanous purposes (e g support or 
restraint) b an ornament or badge of office consisting of such a series of 
links c(l) a measunng instrument of 100 links jised in surveying (2) a 
unit of length equal to 66ft (about 20 12m) unit 2 sthg that 
confines, restrains, or secures - usu pi <//>e of ignorance^ 3a a senes 
of linked or cormected things (a of events'} <a mountain ^ > b a group 

of associated establishments (e g shops or hotels) under the same owner- 
ship <a of supermarkets') c a number of atoms or chemical groups 
united like links in a chain [ME cheyne, fr OF chaeine, fr L catena-, akin 
to L cassis net] 

*chain vt to fasten, restrict, or confine (as iO with a chain - oflen f up 
or down 

'chain .gang n, sing or pi in constr a gang of convicts chained together, 
usu while doing hard labour outside prison 

'chain .latter n a letter containing a request that copies of it, sometimes » 
together with money or goods, be sent to a specified number of other 
people who should then repeat the process 
'chain .mail n flexible armour of interlinked metal nngs 
'chain .printer n a line pnnter in which the type is earned on a 
continuous band past a line of hammers 

chain reaction n 1 a series of events so related to each other that each 
one initiates the next 2 a self-sustaining chemical or nuclear reaction 
yielding energy or products that cause further reactions of the same 
kind 

'chain .saw n a portable power saw that has teeth linked together to form 
a continuous revolving chain 

'chain-, amoka vb to smoke (esp cigarettes) continually, usu by lighting 
one agarette from the previous one smoked 

'chain .stitch n an ornamental embroidery or crochet stitch that 
resembles a Imked chain 

'chain .atora n any of several usu retail shops under the same ownership 
and selling the same lines of goods 

'chain,whaal /-.weel/ n a sprocket wheel (e g on a bicycle) that trans- 
mits power 

'chair /chea/ n 1 a seat for 1 person, usu having 4 legs and a back and 
sometimes arms 2a an office or position of authonty or dignity: specif a 
professorship (^holds a university ^ > b a chairman 3 sedan chair 4 a 
deep-grooved metal block fastened to a sleeper to hold a rail in place [ME 
chaiere, fr OF, fr L cathedra, fr Gk kathedra, fr kata- cata- + hedra seat 
> more at sit] 

*Chalr vf 1 to install in office 2 to preside as chairman of 3 chiefly Br to 
carry shoulder-high in acclaim (the time you won your town the race we 
'^ed you through the market place -A E Housman) 

'chair .lift n a ski lift with seats for passengers 
'chairman fern 'chairjady, 'chair.womaB ii 1 one who presides 

over or heads a meeting, committee, organization, or board of directors 
2 a radio or television presenter; cap one who coordinates unscripted or 
diverse material 3 a carrier of a sedan chair - chainnaiiahip n 
'6hdir.paraort /-.pahs(d)ii/ ji, pi chairpenont a chairman or chair- 
woman 


chaise /shez, shayz/ n a light carnage, usu having 2 wheels and a folding 
top [F, chair, chaise, alter, of OF chaiere] 

.chaise 'longue /long g/ n, pi chaise longues also chaises longues /'- 
long-g(z)/ a low sofa with only 1 armrest, on which one may recline [F, 
lit . long chair] 

chalaza Ao'lahza, -'la-/ n, pi chalazae /-zi/, chalazas either of a pair of 
spiral bands in the white of a bird’s egg that extend from the yolk and are 
attached to opposite ends of the lining membrane [NL, fr Gk, hailstone; 
akin to Per zhala hail] - chalazal adj 

chalcedony /karsidom. -'sedani/ n a translucent quartz that is often 
pale blue or grey and is used as a gemstone [ME calcedome, a precious 
stone, fr LL chalcedomus, fr Gk Chalkedon Chalcedon, former city in 
Turkey] - chalcedonlc /.kalsi'donik/ adj 
chalcid /kalsid/ n any of vanous related and typically minute insects 
parasitic in the larval state on the larvae or pupae of other insects [denv 
of Gk chalkos copper] - chalcid adj 

cha Icopy rite /.kalka'picnet/ n a brassy-yellow mineral consisting of 
copper-iron sulphide [NL chalcopyntes, fr Gk chalkos + L pyrites] 
Chaldean /kal'dee an/ n 1 a member of an ancient Semitic people once 
dominant in Babylonia 2 the Semitic language of the Chaldeans [L 
Chaldaeus Chaldean, astrologer, fr Gk Chaldaios, fr Chaldata Chaldea, 
region of ancient Babylonia] - Cluddean adj 
Chaldee /'kal.dee, n 1 the Aramaic vernacular that was the original 
language of some parts of the Old Testament 2 (a) Chaldean [ME 
CaJdey, prob fr MF chaJdee, fr L Chaldaeus] 

chalet Ahalay/ n 1 a hut used by herdsmen in the Alps 2a a usu wooden 
house with a steeply sloping roof and widely overhanging eaves, common 
esp m Switzerland b a small house or hut used esp for temporary 
accommodation (e g at a holiday camp) [F] 
chalice Ahalis/ n 1 a dnnking cup, a goblet 2 an esp gold or silver cup 
used to hold the wine at communion [ME, fr AF, fr L cahe-, calix, akin 
to Gk kalyx calyx] 

'chalk /chawk/ n 1 a soft white, grey, or buff limestone composed chiefly 
of the shells of small marine organisms 2 a short stick of chalk or chalky 
material u.sed esp for wnting and drawing [ME. fr OE ceak, akin to OHG 
& MLG kalk lime, all fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr L calc-, 
calx lime, fr Gk chahx pebble, akin to Gk skalkm to hoc - more at shlll] 

- chalky adj 

’chalk vt 1 to rub or mark with chalk 2 to write or draw with chalk 3 
to set down or add up (as if) with chalk - usu f up <— up the score) 

— Vi , Br to act as scorer for a darts match 

chalk out vt to delineate roughly, sketch <chalk out a plan of 
action) 

chalk up V/ 1 to asenbe, credit, specif \o charge to sby’s account <chalk 
It up to me) 2 to attain, achieve <chalked up a record score for the 
season) 

'challenge Ahalinj/ vf 1 to order to halt and prove identity <fftc sentry 
^d the stranger at the gates) 2 to dispute, esp as being unjust, invalid, 
or outmoded; impugn (^uncovered new data that ~ s old assumptions) 3 
to question formally the legality or legal qualifications of (e g a juror) 4a 
to defy boldly; dare b to call out to duel, combat, or competition 5 to 
stimulate by testing the skill of (sby or sthg) (jnaths ^-s him) 6 to 
administer infective (antigenic) material to (an organism) in order to 
ascertain whether experimental immunization has been effective [ME 
chalengen to accuse, fr OF chalengier, fr L calummari to accuse falsely, 
fr calumnia calumny] - challenger n. challenging adj, challengingly 
adv 

’challenge n la a calling to account or inl|D question; a protest b a 
command given by a sentry, watchman, etc td halt and prove identity c 
a questioning of nght or validity 2a a sumi||ons that is threatening or 
provocative; specif a call to a duel b an invftation to compete 3 (sthg 
having) the quality of being demanding or stiifiulating <rAe job presented 
a real <« > 4 a test of immunity by reexposire to infective (antigenic) 
material after specific immunization with it 

chalone /Icajohn/ u a local hormone that cocitrols, esp by inhibition, the 
growth and differentiation of tissue cells [Gk chaJdn, prp of chalan to 
slacken^ 

'chambCtr Ahaymba/ n 1 a natural or artificial enclosed space or cavity 
2a(l) a robm where a judge hears private cases - usu pi with sing, meaning 
(2) p/ a set of rooms used by a group of barristers b a reception room in 
an official or state building 3 (a hall used by) a legislative or judicial body; 
esp either of 2 houses of a legislature 4 the part of a gun that holds the 
charge or cartridge 5 archaic a room; esp a bedroom [ME chamhre, fr 
OF, fr LL camera, fr L, arched roof, fr Gk kamara vault; akin to L camur 
curved] 
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'chamber vt to accommodate (e g a charge) in the chamber of a fire- 
arm 

chamberlain /'chaymbahn/ n 1 a chief officer of a royal or noble 
household 2 a treasurer (e g of a corporation) [ME, fr OF chamberlayn, 
of Gmc origin, akin to OHG chamarlmg chamberlain, fr chamara 
chamber, fr LL camera] 

'chambermaid /-.mayd/ n a maid who cleans bedrooms and makes 
beds (e g in a hotel) 

'chamber .music n music written for a small group of instruments 
.Chamber of 'Commerce n an association of businessmen to promote 
commercial and industnal interests in the community 
.chamber of 'horrors n a hall in which objects of macabre interest (e g 
instruments of torture) are exhibited, broadly any horrifying or fnghten- 
mg place, situation, etc 

'chamber .orchestra n a small orchestra, usu with I player for each 
instrumental part 

'chamber ,pot n a bowl-shaped receptacle for urine and faeces, used 
chiefly in the bedroom 

'chambr6 /'shombray (Fr Juibre)/ adj, of wine at room temperature [F. 

fr pp of chamhrer to put in a room, fr chambre rtxim] 

'chambr6 vt 'cham.br«ng /-.braying/ to bring (wine) to room tempera- 
ture 

chameleon /sha'meelyan, ka-/ n 1 any of a group of Old World lizards 
with a long tongue, a prehensile tail, and the ability to change the colour 
of the skin 2 sby or sthg changeable, s/iec/fa fickle person [ME camelion, 
fr MF. fr L chamaeleon, fr Gk chamaileon, fr chamai on the ground f 
Icon lion - more at humbi r] - chameleonic /-li'onik/ adj 
'chamfer /'charpfa/ n a bevelled edge [MF chanfreint, fr pp of ebam 
fraindre to bevel, Ir t,hanl edge (fr L canthus iron tyre) fraindre to 
break, fr L frangerc - more at 'rANT, brfak] 

'chamfer vt to cut a chamfer on 

chammy, shammy /'shami/ n chamuis 2 [by shortening & alter ] 
chamois /'shamwah/ n, pi chamois also chamoix /'shamwah(7)/ 1 a 
small goatlike antelope of Europe and the Caucasus 2 a soft pliant leather 
prepared from the skin of the chamois or sheep, used esp as a cloth for 
polishing [MF, fr LL ca/nox] 
chamomile Aama.miel/ n camomile 

'champ /champ/ vt 1 to munch (food) noisily 2 to gnaw, bite - vi 1 to 
make biting or gnashing movements 2 to eat noisily 3 to show impatience 
or eagerness - usu in champ at the bit (_the children were mg at the bit 
to get on hoardy [perh imit] 

'champ n a champion - infml 

champagne /sham'payn/ n a white sparkling wine made in the old 
province of Champagne in France [F, fr Champagne, region of 
France] 

champaign /sham'payn/ n an expanse of level open country, a plain 
[MR champaine, fr MF champagne, fr LL campania - more at cam- 
paign] - champaign adj 

champers /'shampaz/ n, Br champagne - infml [by shonening & 
alter] 

champerty /'champati/ n an illegal action whereby an outsider aids sby 
involved in a law suit (e g by paying for his/her defence) in the hope of 
receiving a share of the property, money, etc at slake [ME champartie, 
fr MF champan field rent, fr champ field (fr L campus) -t- part portion 

- more at 'camp, 'part] - champertous adj 

champignon Ahompin.yonh (Fr Jdpijio)/ n any of vanous edible 
mushrooms, esp the common meadow mushroom [MF, fr cAara- 
pagne] 

'champion /’champi-an/ n 1 a militant supporter of, or fight n for, a 
cause or person <an outspoken -- of civil nghtsy 2 one who shows 
marked supenonty; specif the winner of a competitive event [ME, fr OF, 
fr ML campion-, campio, of WGmc ongin] 

'champion vr to protect or fight for as a champion 
'champion adj, chiefly N Eng superb, splendid - infml 
'championship /-:&hip/ n 1 the act of championing, defence <A/s 
of ffe^om of speechy 2 a contest held to determine a champion 
champiev^ Ahomb.vay, (Fr /abvc)/ adj or n (in) a style of enamel 
decoration in which the enamd colours arc fired in shallow 
depressions pressed or cut into a metal surface - compare 

CLOISONNE [F] 

'chance /chahns/ /i la an event without discernible human intention or 
observable cause <f Ais is a strange ^ that throws you and me together 

- Charles Dickens) b the incalculable (assumed) element in existence; 
that which determines unaccountable happenings (we met by 2 a 
situation favouring some purpose; an opportunity 3 an opportunity of 


dismissing a batsman in cncket 4a the possibility of a specified or 
favourable outcome in an uncertain situation (we have almost no of 
winnmgy b pi the more likely indications s are he's already heard the 
newsy 5 a nsk (took a on ity (ME, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL cadentia 
fall, fr L cadent-, cadens, prp of c^ere to fall, akin to Skt iad to fall] - 
chance adj, chanceless adj 

'chance vi 1 to take place or come about by chance, happen (it ^ d that 
the street was emptyy 2 to come or light on or upon by chance <-*'d on 
the ideay vt to accept the hazard of, risk 

chancel Ahahnsl/ n the p|it of a church containing the altar and seats 
for the clergy and choir church [ME, fr MF, fr LL cancellus 
lattice, fr L cancelli, fr the latticework enclosing it] 
chancellery, chancellory /'chahns(3)bn/ n 1 the position or depart- 
ment of a chancellor 2 the office or staff of an embassy or consulate 
chancellor Ahahns(a)b/ n la the secretary of a nobleman, pnnee, or 
king b lord chancellor c a Roman Catholic pnest heading a diocesan 
chancery 2 the titular head of a Bntish university 3 a usu lay legal officer 
of an Anglican diocese 4 the chief minister of state in some European 
countnes [ME chanceler, fr OF chancelier, fr LL cancellanus door- 
keeper. secretary, fr cancellus] - chancellorship n 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster n a Bntish government 
minister who has no direct responsibility for a government department 
but IS usu a member of the cabinet 

.chancellor of the ex'chequer n, often cap CAE a member of the 
Bntish cabinet in charge of public finances 
chancery Ahahnsan/ n la Chancery Division, ChaneeQr^ division of 
the High C^urt having junsdiction over causes in equity i aw b a 
US court of equity 2 a record office for public archives or those of 
ecclesiastical, legal, or diplomatic proceedings 3a a chancellor's court or 
office b the office in which the business of a Roman Catholic diocese is 
transacted and recorded c chancellery 2 [ME chancene, alter, of 
chancellene chancellery, fr OF, fr chancelier] 

chancre Ahangka/ n the initial lesion of some diseases, specif syphilis 
[F, fr L cancer] - chancrous /-kras/ adj 
chancroid Ahang,kroyd/ n a bactenal venereal disease - chancroidal 
/shang'kroydl, '-,-/ adj 

chancy Ahahnsi/ adj uncertain in outcome or prospect, nsky ['chance 
+ '-y] - chancily adj, chancinesa n 

chandelier /.shanda'lia/ n a branched often ornate lighting fixture 
suspended from a ceiling [F, lit , candlestick, modif of L candela- 
brum] 

chandler Ahahndla/ n a reuil dealer in supplies and equipment of a 
specifici kind (a ship's ^y (a com > [ME chandeler maker or seller 
of candH^ fr MF chandelier, fr OF, fr chandelle candle, fr L candela] 
chandlery Ahahndbn/ n 1 a place where candles are kept 2 the 
business or merchandise of a chandler 
'change /chaynj/ vt la to make different b to give a different position, 
direction, status, or aspect to <we ~d our thinking on the mattery (stop 
changing your mindy c to exchange, rev erse - often + over or round (/ust 
^ the speaker leads over) 2a to replace with another (let's ^ the 
subjecty b to move from one to another sidesy c to exchange for an 
equivalent sum or comparable item d to undergo a loss or modification 
of (foliage changing coloury e to put fresh clothes or covering on a 
bedy vj I to become different (her mood s every houry 2 of the moon 
to pass from one phase to another 3 to go from one vehicle of a public 
transport system to another 4 of the (male) voice to shift to a lower 
register; break 9a 5 to undergo transformation, transition, or conversion 
(winter to spnngy (most mdustnes have ^6 to the metric systemy 
6 to put on different clothes 7 to engage tn giving sthg and receiving sthg 
in return - usu f with [ME changen, fr OF changier, fr L cambiare to 
exchange, of Celt ongin; akin to Olr camm crooked, akin to Gk skambos 
crooked] - changer n - change hands to pass from the possession of one 
person to that of another 

'change n la a (marked) alteration (has undergone a since he was 
mamedy b a substitution (a of playersy c the passage of the moon 
from one phase to another; specif the commg of the new moon 2 an 
alternative set, esp of clothes 3a money of lower denommations received 
in exchange for an equivalent sum of higher denominations (have you got 
^ fora pouadTy b money returned when a payment exceeds the amount 
due c coins of low denominations (a pocketful of -^y 4 an order in which 
a set of bells is struck in change nnging - chaageftil adj, chaagefhlly adv, 
chaageftiliicis n, chaageleas adj, changelesaly adv, changalessMaa a 
changaabla /'chaynjabl/ adj 1 able or apt to vary 2 capable of being 
altered or exchanged 3 fickle - chaageihleiien n, changeably adv, 
changeability /-Irabti/ n 
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change down vi to engage a lower gear in a motor vehicle 
changeling /'chaynjling/ n a child secretly exchanged for another in 
infancy; specif a half-witted or ugly elf-child left in place of a human child 
hy fairies 

.change of 'heart n a complete reversal in attitude 
.change of 'life n the menopause 

'change*.over n a conversion to a different system or function 
'change .ringing n the art or practice of nnging a set of tuned (church) 
bells in continually varying order 
change up vi to engage a higher gear m a motor vehicle 
'changing .room /chaynjing/ d a room in which one changes one's 
clothes (e g for sport) 

'channel Ahanl/ n la the bed where a stream of water runs b the deeper 
part of a river, harbour, or strait c a narrow region of sea between 2 land 
masses d a path along which information passes or can be stored (e g on 
a recording tape) (there ts no sound coming from the left ^ of the stereo} 
c a course or direction of thought, action, or communication - often pi 
with sing meaning (used oificud to air his gnevance} f(l)abandof 
frequencies of sufTiaent width for a transmission (e g from a radio or 
television station) (2) a television sution (switch over to another > 
TELEVISION 2 a usu tubular passage, esp for liquids 3 a long gutter, 
groove, or furrow ARCHiTEcnjRE (ME chanei fr OF. fr L canalis 
pipe, channel - more at canal] 

^channel vt -U* {SAm -!•, -U-), channcUIng Ahanl*ing/ 1 to form or wear 
a channel in 2 to convey into or through a channel; direct his energy 
into constructive acavities} 

channcMze, -iac Ahanl,iez/ vt to channel - channelization 
/•ie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

chanson /'shAns(3)n (Fr /ds5)/ n, p! chansons Ahans(3)n2 (Fr ^)/ a 
(French cabaret) song [F. fr L caution-, cantio, fr cantus, pp] 

'chant /chahnt/ w 1 to sing a chant 2 to recite in a monotonous tone 
vt to utter as in chantmg [ME chaunten, fr MF chanter, fr L cantare, 
fr cantus, pp of canerc, akin to 0£ hana cock. Gk kanache ringing 
sound] 

^hant n 1 (the music or performance oO a repetitive melody used for 
liturgical singmg in which as many syllables are assigned to each note as 
required 2 a rhythmic monotonous utterance or song 
chanter Ahahnta/ n the reed pipe of a bagpipe with finger holes on 
which the melody is played ['chant ^ '-er] 
chanterelle /^hanta'rel, .shon-/ n a rich-yellow edible mushroom [E, 
fr NL cantharella, dim. of L cantharus drinkiag-vessel] 
chanteuee /.shan'tuhz, .shon-/ n, pi chantciiscs /^/ a female (night- 
club or cabaret) singer [F, fem of chanteur singer, fr chanter] 
chanticleer /.chanti'klb/ n - used as a poetic name of the domestic cock 
[ME Chantecleer, cock in verse narratives, fr OF Cbantecler, cock in the 
poem Roman de Renart] 

Chantilly, OiantiUy Ism /shon'tili, shan-/ n a delicate lace with a 
b-sided mesh ground and a floral or scrolled design [Chantilly, town in 
France] 

chantry Ahahntn/ n (a chapel or altar founded under) an endowment 
for the chanting of masses for the founder’s soul church [ME 
chanterie, fr MF, singmg, fr chanter] 

Chanukah /liahncoJuJi/ n Hanukkah 

chaoa /kayos/ n 1 often cap the confused unorganized state of pnmor- 
dial matter before the creation of distinct forms - compare cosmos 1 2a 
a state of utter confusion b a confused mass [L. fr Gk > more at 'gum] 
- ebiotie /ka/otik/ adj, rhaotically adv 
'chap /chap/ n a man, fellow - inftnl [short for chapman (merchant. 

pedlar), fr ME, fr OE ceapman, fr cap trade + man] 

*chap vb -pp* to (cause to) open in slits or cracks <- ped lips} [ME 
diappen\ alun to MD cappai to cut down] 

*chap n a crack in the skin caused by exposure to wind or cold 
^hapn 1 (the fleshy covering oO a jaw 2 the lower front part of the face 
USE usu pi with sing, meaning (prob fr Vhap] 
chaparral /^hapa'ral/ n ajense (N American) area of shrubs or dwarf 
trees, esp evergreen oaks plant [Sp, fr chaparro dwarf evergreen 
Oik, ft Basque oapar] 

chapatl, diapittl /cba'pati, -'pahti/ n, pi chapatl, chapatica, ebapatia, 
cbapattl, cbapaftlcat cb a^ ttfi a thin unleavened usu round bread [Hindi 
cqpsli', fr Skt carpafi thin cake, fr empafa flat] 

Chapa /chayp/ n the metal mounting or trimming of (the point oO a 
scabbard [ME, scabbard, fr MF. cape, fr LL cappa] 

'ehapal /chapl/ n la a place of worship serving a residence or institution 
b g room OT bay in a church for prayer or minor religious services 2 a 
choir of singers belonging to a chapel 3 a chapel service or assembly 4 


sing or pi in constr the members of a trade union, esp in a printing office 
5 a place of worship used by a Chnstian group other than an established 
church (a nonconformist ^ > [ME. fr OF chapele, fr MLcappella, fr dim 
of LL cappa cloak; fr the cloak of St Martin of Tours preserv^ in a chapel 
built for that purpose] 

Chapel adj, chiefly Br belonging to a Nonconformist church 
.ehapal of 'case n a dependent church built to accommodate parishion- 
ers living m remote areas 

'chaparon, chaperone /shap3.rohn/ n one delegated to ensure propriety; 
esp a married or older woman who accompanies a younger woman on 
social occasions [F chaperon, lit., hood, fr MF, head covering, fr 
chape] 

^chaparon, chaperone vt to act as chaperon to; escort - chnperon- 
age n 

chapfallan Ahap,fawbn/ adj depressed, dejected [* chap + fallen] 
chaplain / chaplin/ n la clergyman in charge of a chapel 2 a clergyman 
officially attached to a branch of the armed forces, an institution, or a 
family or court [ME chapelain, fr OF, fr ML cappellanus, fr cappella] - 
chaplaincy /-si/ n, chaplainship n 

Chaplat Ahaplit/ n 1 a wreath to be worn on the head 2a a string of 
beads b a part of a rosary comprising 5 decades [ME chapelet, fr MF, 
fr OF, dim. of chapel hat, garland, fr ML cappellus head covering, fr LL 
cappa] - chapicted /chaplitid/ adj 

chaps /chaps/ n pi leather leggings worn over the trousers, esp by N 
Amencan ranch hands [modif of MexSp chaparreras] 
chapter /'chapta/ n la a major division of a book b sthg resembling a 
chapter in being a significant specified unit (breaking his leg was the final 
event in a of accidents} 2 (a regular meeting oO the canons of a 
cathedral or collegiate church, or the members of a religious house 3 a 
local branch of a society or fraternity [ME chapitre division of a book, 
meeting of canons, fr OF, fr LL capiiulum division of a book Sl ML, 
meeting place of canons, fr L, dim of capit-, caput head - more at 
head] 

.chapter and 'verse n (a full specification of the source oO a piece of 
information [fr custom of citing passages m the Bible by chapter and verse 
number] 

'chapter .house n the building or rooms where a chapter meets 
'char, chair /chah/ n, pi chars, esp collectively char any of a genus of 
small-scaled trouts [ongin unknown] 

H:har vb -nr- vt 1 to convert to charcoal or carbon, usu by heat, bum 2 
to bum slightly; scorch ^vi lo become charred [back-formation fr 
charcoal] 

’char vi -rr- to work as a cleaning woman [back-formation fr char- 
woman] 

’char n, Br a charwoman - infml 

’char, cha n, Br tea 2 - infml [Hindi ca, fr Chin (Pek) cA’a^J 
charabanc /shara,bang/ n, Br an (old-fashioned) motor coach used for 
sightscemg [F char a bancs, lit , wagon with benches] 
character /karakte/ n la a distinctive mark, usu in the form of a 
stylized graphic device b a graphic symbol (e g a hieroglyph or alphabet 
letter) used m wnting or pnntmg c(l) style of wnting or pnntmg (2) 
cipher 2 2a (any oO the menul or ethical qualities that make up and 
distinguish the individual b(l) (a group or kind distinguished by) a 
feature used to categonze things (e g organisms) (2) an inherited charac- 
tenstic (3) the sum of the distinctive qualities characteristic of a breed, 
type, etc; the (distinctive) main or essential nature of sthg (a wine ofgrat 
^ } (the unique ^ of the town} 3a a person, esp one marked by notable 
or conspicuous traits (one of the real ^sin Westmmster today} b any 
of the people portrayed in a novel, ftlm, play, etc (he plays the mmin ^ 
in the film} 4 (good) reputation assggsination} 5 moral strength; 
integrity (a man of '^} [ME caracter, fr MF caractire, fr L character 
mark, dutinctive quality, fr Gk charakt^, fr charassein to scratch, 
engrave; akin to Lith ierti to scratch] - j^haractericaa adj - in/out of 
character in/not in accord with a person's usual qualities, traits, or 
behaviour 

chttfpctcr actor n an actor capable of portraying personalities often 
markedly different from his/her own 
'charbctorlntic /Jcar»kt9'ri8tik/ adj serving to reveal and distinguish the 
individual character; typical - characteriitically adv 
’charactgrittic n 1 a distinguishing trait, quality, or property 2 the 
integral part of a common logarithm 

charactorizo, -lae /karaktajiez/ vt 1 to describe the character or 
quality of; delineate <'-'d him as soft-spoken yet ambitious} 2 to be a 
characteristic of; distinguish (a cool light fragrance ^s the cohgae} - 
cbarideriiation /-'zaysh( 3 )n/ n 
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charade /sha'rahd, NAm -'rayd/ n I pi but sing or pi in constr a game 
in which one team acts out each syllable of a word or phrase while the 
other tries to guess what is being represented 2 a ridiculous pretence [F. 
fr Prov chamdo conversation] 

charcoal Ahahjiohl/ o 1 a dark or black porous carbon prepared by 
partly burning vegetable or animal substances (e g wood or tone) 2 fine 
charcoal used in pencil form for drawing [ME charcole] 
chard /chahd/ n a beet with large edible dark green leaves and succulent 
stalks [F cardc, fr OProv cardo thistle-like vegeuble, fr L carduus thistle, 
artichoke; akin to MLO harst rake, L carren to card] 

Charantaia /.sharon'tay (Fr Jarotc)/ n a small round melon with a 
yellowish green nnd and faintly scented orange flesh [F charentais of 
Charente, fr Charente, department of France] 

'charge /chahj/ vt la(l) to place a usu powder charge in (a firearm) (2) 
to load or fill to capacity the blast furnace with ore') b(l) to restore 
the active materials in (a storage battery) by the passage of a direct current 
in the opposite direction to that of discharge (2) to give an electric charge 
to c to place a heraldic charge on d to fill with (passionate) emotion, 
feeling, etc (the music is ~ d with excitement) (a highly d issue) 2 to 
command or exhort with right or authority (I ^ you not to leave) 3a 
to blame <^s him as the instigator) b to make an assertion against, 
accuse <-s him with armed robbery) c to place the blame for (^ her 
failure to negligence) d to assert as an accusation s that he distorted 
the data) 4 to rush violently at, attack, also to rush into (an opponent), 
usu illegally, in soccer, basketball, etc Sa(l) to impose a financial 
obligation on his estate with debts incurred) (2) to impose as 
financul obligation (^ debts to an estate) b(l) to fix or ask as fee or 
payment (2) to ai^k payment of (a person) a client for expenses) c 
to record (ah item) as an expense, debt, obligation, or liability ('^ it to 
my account) ^ v/ 1 to rush forwards (as if) in assault 2 to ask or set a 
pnce [ME chargen, fr OF chargter, fr LL camcare, fr L carrus wheeled 
vehicle - more at car] - chargeable adj - charge with to impose (a task 
or responsibility) on 

’charge n 1 a shape, representation, or design depicted on a heraldic 
achievement - compare dfvice 3 2a the quantity that an apparatus is 
intended to receive and fitted to hold, esp the quantity of explosive for a 
gun or cannon b power, force (the emotional ~ of the drama) c(l) a 
basic property of matter that occurs in discrete natural units and is 
considered as negative (e g when belonging to an electron) or positive (e g 
when belonging to a proton) (2) a definite quantity of electncity; esp the 
charge that a storage battery is capable of yielding 3a an obbgation, 
requirement b control, supervision (has ^ of the home office) </ leave 
you in '^) e sby or sthg committed to the care of another ia an 
instruction, command b instructions given by a judge to a jury 5 the pnce 
demanded or paid for sthg (no admission ^ > 6 an accusation, indict- 
ment, or statement of complaint 7 a violent rush forwards (eg in 
attack) 

charge d'affairas /.shahzhay da'fea/ n, pi charga d'affaires 
da'fea(z)/ 1 a diplomat who substitutes for an ambassador 2 a diplomatic 
repreMntative inferior in rank to an ambassador [F, lit., one charged with 
afiain] 

chargahand /'chahj, hand/ n, Br a workman in charge of a group of 
workers or a job 

'charga ,nur8a n a usu male nurse in charge of a hospital ward - 
compare sister 4 

'chargar /chahja/ n a large flat meat dish [ME chargeour, akin to ME 
chargen to charge] 

’chargar n a horse for battle or parade ['charge + ^-er] 

'charga .ahaat n a police record of charges made and people i ■ tried 
in a magistrate's court 

chariot Ahari>at/ n 1 a light 4-wheeled pleasure or sute carnage 2 a 
2-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle of ancient times used in warfare and racing 
[ME, fr MF, fr OF, fr char wheeled vehicle, fr L carrus] 
chariotaar /,chari<a'tia/ n the driver of a chariot 
chariama Aa'rizma/ n the special magnetic appeal, charm, or power of 
an individual (e g a political leader) that inspires popular loyalty and 
enthusiasm [Gk, favour, gift, fr chaiizesthai to favour, fr chans grace; 
akin to Gk duuretn to rejoice - more at yearn] - charismatic 
/,kariz'matik/ adj 

charitable Aharitabl/ s4f la liberal in giving to the poor; generous b 
of or giving charity instituthaa) 2 merciful or kind in judging others; 
lenient > charitablcacas ji, charitably adv 

charity Aharati/ n 1 benevolent goodwill towards or love of humanity 
2a kindly generosity and helpfulness, esp towards the needy or suffering; 
also aid given to those in n^ b an institution engaged in relief of the 


poor, sick, etc c public provision for the relief of the needy 3a a gift for 
pubhc benevolent purposes b an institution (e g a hospital) funded by 
such a gift 4 lenient judgment of others [ME chante, fr OF chante, fr 
LL cantat-, caritas Chnstian love, fr L, dearness, fr cams dear; akin to 
Skt kama love] 

charivari /.shahn'vahn/ n a noisy and raucous medley of sounds, a dm 
[F, fr LL caribana headache, fr Gk kar^na, fr kara, kare head barys 
heavy - more at cerebral, ’grieve] 
charlady Ahah.laydi/ n, Br a charwoman 

charlatan Ahahbt(3)n/ n 1 quack 1 2 one who pretends, usu 
ostentatiously, to have special knowledge or ability; a fraud tit curlatano, 
alter, of cerretano, lit , inhabitant of Cerreto, fr Cerreto, village in Italy] 

- charlatanism, charlatanry n 

Charlaa'a Wain /.chahiziz 'wayn/ n ursa major [ME Charlewayn, fr 
0£ Charles Waegn the waggon of Charles (Charlemagne, 'Charles the 
Great’ tS14 Frankish king)] 

Charleston Ahahlstan/ vi or n (to dance) a lively ballroom dance in 
which the heels are swung sharply outwards on each step [Charleston, 
city in South Carolina, USA] 

Charlie Ahahli/ n, Br one who is or appears to be absurd or silly; a fool 
[rhyming slang Charlie (Hunt) cunt] 

Charlie - a communications code word for the letter c [fr the name 
Charlie, dim of Charles] 

charlock /'chah,lok/ n a wild mustard that is a weed of cultivated ground 
[ME cherlok, fr OE cerlic] 

'charm /chahm/ n 1 an incantation 2 sthg worn to ward off evil or to 
ensure good fortune 3a a quality that fasanates, allures, or delights bpi 
physical graces or attractions, esp of a woman 4 a small ornament worn 
on a bracelet or chain 5 a quantum property postulated to account for 
unexpectedly long lifetimes of particles that have quantum numbers 
identical to other elementary particles [ME charme, fr OF. fr L carmen 
song, fr canere to sing - more at chant] - charmlcaa adj 
’charm vt la to affect (as lO by magic; bewitch b to soothe or dehght by 
compelling attraction <-^s the women with hts suave manner) 2 to 
control (an animal) by the use of rituals (e g the playing of music) held 
to have magical powers a snake) ^ vi to have the effect of a charm; 
fascinate 

charmer Ahahma/ n an attractive or captivating person - chiefly infml 
PCHARM + *-fr] 

charming Ahahming/ adj extremely pleasing or delightful; entrancing 
> cbarvingly adv 

'charnel houee Ahahn(a)l/ n a building or chamber in which bodies 
or tones are deposited [ME charnel, fr MF, fr ML camale, fr LL, neut 
of camaJis of the flesh - more at carnal] 

Charolaie Ahar9,lay/ n any of a French breed of large white cattle used 
pni..:anly for beef and crossbreeding [Charolais, distnct in E France] 
charpoy Ahah,poy/ n a lightweight Indian bedstead [Hindi carpai] 
charr /chah/ n, pi chairs, esp collectively chair 'char 
'chart /chaht/ n la an outline map showing the geographical distnbution 
of sthg (e g climatic or magnetic variations) b a navigator’s map 2a a 
sheet gjvmg information in ubular form; esp, pi the list of best-selling 
popular gramophone records (produced weekly) b 'graph c a sche- 
matic, usu large, diagram d a sheet of paper ruled and graduated for use 
ui a recording instrument (e g on an electrocardiograph) [MF charte, fr 
L charta piece of papyrus, document - more at 'card] 

’chart vt 1 to make a chart of 2 to lay out a plan for 3 to display or mark 
(as lO on a chart 

'charter Ahahta/ n 1 a formal wntten instrument or contract 2 b a 
document that creates and defines the nghts of a aty, educational 
institution, or company b constitution 4 3a special privilege, 
immunity, or exemption 4 a total or partial lease of a ship, aeroplane, etc 
for a particular use or group of people (low-cost travel on ^ flights to 
Greece and Spain') [ME chartre, fr OF, fr ML chmtula, fr L, dim. of 
charta] 

’charter vt la to esublish or grant by charter b to certify as qualified 
<a ed accountant) <j ed surveyor) 2 to hire or lease for usu exclusive 
and temporary use <'«ed a boat) ~ charterer n 
.chartered ac'countant Ahahtad/ n, Br a professionally qualified 
accountant 

'charter, house /-.hows/ n a Carthusian monastery [by folk etymology 
fr MF chartreuse, irreg fr Chartosse (now Chartreuse), site in France of 
the first Carthusian monastery] 

'charter .member n an original member of a society or corporatioo 
'charterparty /-.pahti/ o a contract for the hire of (^ oO a ship for 
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the ccmveyanoe of cargo or passengers [F charte panic, fr ML charta 
partitat lit., divided charter] 

Chartism Ahah,tiz(a)in/ n the principles and pracuces of a body of 
19th-c English political reformers [ML charta charter, fr L. document] 

- Chartist o 

Chsrtrsuas Ahah'tmhz/ trademark > used for an aromatic usu green 
or yellow liqueur 

charwoman Ahah.wooman/ n a cleaning woman; esp, Br one 
employed in a pnvate house [oAare (chore) f woman] 
chary Aheari/ adj 1 cautious; esp wary of taking risks 2 slow to grant 
or accept <a man very ^ of compliments') [ME. sorrowful, dear, fr OE 
cearig sorrowful, fr cam sorrow - more at care] - charily adv, chari- 
ness n 

'chase /chays/ vt la to follow rapidly or persistently; pursue </ie’s' too 
old to ~ women) b to hunt 2 to cause to depart or flee; dnve the 
dog out of the pantry) 3 chiefly Br to investigate (a matter) or contact 
(a person, company, etc) in order to obtain information or (hasten) results 

- usu ^ up vi 1 to chase an animal, person, or thing usu + after 2 
to rush, hasten <-^d a// over town looking for a place to stay) [ME 
ebasen, fr MF chasser, fr (assumed) VL captiare - more at catch] 

*chase n la the act of chasing; pursuit b the hunting of wild animals 2 
sthg pursued; a quarry 3 a tract of unenclosed land set aside for the 
breeding of animals for hunting and fishing 4 a steeplechase 
*cha80 vt 1 to ornament (metal) by indenting with a hammer and tools 
that have no cutting edge 2 to make by such ornamentation a 
monogram) [ME chassen, modif of MF enchasser to set (a jewel)] 
^hase n 1 a groove cut in a surface for a pipe, wire, etc 2 the part of 
a cannon enclosing the barrel between the trunnions and the mouth of the 
muzzle [F chas eye of a needle, fr LL capsus enclosed space, fr L, cage, 
alter, of capsa box > more at ^case] 

"chase n a rectangular steel or iron frame into which pnnting type or 
blocks are locked for printing or platemaking [prob fr F chasse frame, 
fr L capsa] 

chaser Ahaysa/ n 1 a glass or swallow of a mild drink (e g beer) taken 
after spirits; also a drink of spirits taken after a mild drink (e g beer) 2 
a horse that is a steeplechaser ['oiase f '-er] 
chaem Aaz(a)m/ n 1 a deep cleft in the earth 2 an apparently 
unbridgeable gap <a political between the 2 countnes) [L chasma, fr 
Gk; akin to L hiare to yawn - more at yawn] 
chase# /'shasay/ vi or n ebaneing /'sha.saying/ (to make) a sliding danoe 
step resembling a glissade [n F, fr pp of chasat^ to chase; vb fr n] 
chaeeepot /’shas.poh, 'shaM,poh/ n a breech-loading nfle closed with a 
sliding bolt and firing paper cartridges [F, fr Antoine Chassepot tlW3 
F uiventor] 

chassis Ahasi/ n, pi chassis /'shasiz/ 1 a supporting framework for the 
body of a vehicle (e g a car) 2 the frame on which the electneal parts of 
a radio, television, etc are mounted [F chassis, fr (assumed) VL capsicum, 
fr L capsa box - more at 'case] 

chaste /chayst/ adj 1 abstinent from (unlawful or immoral) sexual 
intercourse; celibate 2 pure in thought and act; modest 3 severely simple 
in design or execution; austere <Ae wrote in a pure ^ style) [ME, fr OF, 
fr L castus pure - more at caste] - chastely adv, ebasteaeas n, chastity 
Ahastati/ n 

chasten Ahays(a)n/ vr ] to correct by punishment or suffering; 
discipline 2 to subdue, restrain [alter, of obs chaste (to chasten), fr ME 
chasten, fr OF chastier, fr L castigare, fr castus + -igare (fr agere to drive) 

- more at agent] - ebasteoer o 

chastise /chas'tiez/ vt 1 to inflict punishment on, esp by whipping 2 
to subject to severe reproof or criticism [ME chastisen, alter, of chasten] 

- c hasti se meat n, chastiser n 

'chastity .belt Ahastati/ n a device consisting of a belt with an^ 
attachment passing between the legs, designed to prevent sexual inter- 
course on the part of the woman wearing it 

chasuble Ahazyoobl/ n^i^leeveless outer vestment worn by the 
ofRdating priest at mass garment [F, fr LL casubla hooded 
garmoit] 

*chat /chat/ v/ -M- to talk in an informal or familiar manner [ME chatten, 
short for chatteren] 

"Chat j? 1 (an instance of) light familiar talk; esp (a) conversation 2 a 
stonechat, whinchat, or related bird [(2) prob imit] 
phAtaau /shatoh/ n, p! ebbtesss, chitesw Ahatohz/ 1 a feudal castle 
or large country house in France 2 a French vineyard estate [F, fr OF 
cAtstef, fr L castellum castle] 

chatalain /’shatajsyn/ n a castellan [MF ebStebun, fr L castellanus 
occupant of a castk) 


chateleine /'shata.layn/ n 1 the mistress of a castle or large house 2 
a clasp with a short chain formerly used to attach small articles (e g keys) 
to a woman’s belt [F chatelaine, fern of chStelain] 
chatoyant /sha'toyant/ n or adj (a gem) having a changeable lustre or 
colour [adj F, fr prp of chatoyer to shine like a cat’s eyes; n fr adj] - 
chatoyancy n 

'chat .show /chat/ n a radio or television programme in which people, 
esp celebnties, engage in discussion or are interviewed 
chattel Ahatl/ n an item of personal property - usu in goods and 
chattels [ME chatel property, fr OF, fr ML capttale ~ more at 
cattle] 

'chatter Ahata/ vi l to produce rapid successive inarticulate sounds 
suggestive of language (^squirrels ^edangnly) 2 to talk idly, incessantly, 
or fast; jabber 3a esp of teeth to click repeatedly or uncontrollably (e g 
from cold) b of a cutting tool (eg a dnll) to vibrate rapidly whilst cutting 
[ME chatteren, of imit origin] - chatterer n 
"chatter n 1 the sound or (vibrating) action of chattenng 2 idle talk; 
prattle 

’chatterbox /-.boks/ n one who engages in much idle talk - infml 
chatty /'chati/ adj 1 fond of chatting, talkative 2 having the style and 
manner of light familiar conversation <a ^ letter) USE infml - chattily 
adv, chattineas n 

chat up vt, Br to engage (sby) in friendly conversation for an ultenor 
motive, esp with amorous intent - infml 
chaudfroid /.shoh'fwah (Fr Jofrwa)/ n (a dish of cold meat, fish, etc 
cooked with) a creamy sauce containing aspic that sets to a jelly [F. lit . 
hot-cold, fr chaud hot (fr L calidus) + froid cold (fr L fngidus)] 
'chauffeur /.shohfuh. 'shohfa/ n a person employed to dnve a pnvate 
passenger-carrying motor vehicle, esp a car [F, lit . stoker, fr chauffer to 
heat, fr MF chaufer - more at chafe] 

"chauffeur vr to work as a chauffeur ^ vt to transport (a person) or dnve 
(e g a car) as (lO a chauffeur 

Chaulmoogra /.chawl'moohgra/ n any of several £ Indian trees that 
yield an aend oil formerly used in treating leprosy and skin diseases [Beng 
caulmugra] 

chauvinism /'shohv3,niz(9)m/ n 1 excessive or blind patnotism 2 
undue attachment to one’s group, cause, or place <ma/c > [F chauvi- 
nisme, fr Nicolas Chauvin f! 1815 F soldier of excessive patnotism and 
devotion to Napoleon] - chauvinist n, chauvinistic /-'nistik/ adj, chauvi- 
nistically adv 

chaw /chaw/ vt or n, dial (to) chew (esp a quid of tobacco) [by 
alter ] 

'cheap /cheep/ n [ME chep bargain, fr OE ceap trade, akin to OHG kouf 
trade; both fr a prehistonc Gmc stem borrowed fr L caupo tradesman] 
- OD the cheap at minimum expense; cheaply (^schools that are mn on the 
cheap) 

"cheap adj la (relatively) low in pnee; esp purchasable below the market 
pnee or the real value b charging a low pnee <a supermarket) c 
depreciated in value (e g by currency inflation) < ^ dollars) 2 gained with 
little effort <a victory)', esp gained by contemptible means 

laughs) thnlf) 3a of infenor quality or worth, tawdry, sleazy b 

contemptible because of lack of any fine or redeeming qualities 
election gimmickry) 4 of money obtainable at a low rate of interest 5 
NAm stingy - cheap, cheaply adv, cheapbh adj, cheapness n 
cheapen Aheep(3)n/ vb to make or become a cheap in price or value 
b lower in esteem c tawdry, vulgar, or inferior 
'’cheap-, Jeck /jak/ n sby. esp a pedlar, who sells cheap wares [cheap -t- 
the name Jack] 

"cheap- jack adj 1 inferior, cheap, or wotthless <~ film companies) 2 
charactenzed by unscrupulous opportunism speculators) 
cheapskate Aheep^kayt/ n, chiefly NAm a miserly or stingy person 
[cheap + skate (fellow, miser)] 

'cheat /cheet/ n 1 a fraudulent deception} a fraud 2 one who cheats; a 
pretender, deceiver [earlier cheat forfeitedVop^y> ME chef escheat, 
short for eschete - more at escheat] 

"cheat vt 1 to deprive of sthg valuable by deceit or fraud 2 to influence 
or lead by deceit or fraud 3 to defeat the purpose or blunt the effects of 
winter of its dreanness - Washington Irving) vi la to practise 
fraud or deception b to violate rules dishonestly (e g at cards or in an 
exam) 2 to be sexually unfaithful - usu -e on - cheater n 
'check /chek/ n 1 exposure of a chess king to an attack from which it 
must be protected or moved to safety * often used inteijectionally 2 a 
sudden stoppage of a forward course or progress; an arrest 3 a sudden 
pause or break in a progression 4 one who or that which arrests, limits, 
or restrains; a restraint 5a a standard for testing and evaluation; a 
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critenon b an inspection, examination, test, or venficalion 6a (a square 
in) a pattern of squares (of alternating colours) b a fabric woven or 
pnnted with such a design 7 a crack or break, esp in a piece of timber 
8 NAm a cheque 9a chiefly NAm a ticket or token showing ownership 
or identity or indicating payment made <a luggage ^ > h NAm a counter 
in various games c NAm a bill, esp for food and dnnk in a restaurant 10 
NAm *TicK 2 [ME chek, fr OF eschec, fr Ar shah, fr Per, lit , king; (6) 
ME chek, short for cheker chequer] - in check under restraint or control 
(held the enemy in check) 

’check vt 1 to put (a chess opponent’s king) in check 2a to slow or bnng 
to a stop; brake b to block the progress of (e g an ice-hockey player) 3a 
to restrain or dimmish the action or force of, control b to ease off and 
then secure again (e g a rope) 4a to compare with a source, original, or 
authonty, verify b to inspect for satisfactory condition, accuracy, safety, 
or performance - sometimes + out or over 5 to mark into squares; 
chequer - usu in past part 6 chiefly NAm to note or mark with a tick 
- often + off 7a NAm check in 2 b chiefly NAm to leave or accept for 
safekeeping in a cloakroom or left-luggage office - often f m 8 chiefly 
dial to rebuke, reprimand ^ vi la of a dog to stop in a chase, esp when 
scent IS lost b to halt through caution, uncertainty, or fear 2a to 
investigate and make sure <-*'ed on the passengers' safety} b chiefly 
NAm to correspond point for point, tally (the description ^ s with the 
photograph} - often ♦ out (his story - ed out} - checkable adj, checker 
n - check into to check in at <check into a hotel} - check up on 1 to 
examine for accuracy or truth, esp in order to corroborate information 
<chcck up on the facts} 2 to make thorough mquines about (police 
checked up on her} 

'checker /'rh^k^t ' n 1 chiefly NAm a chequer 2 NAm a draughtsman 
[(2) back-formation fr checkers] 

’checker vt. chiefly NAm to chequer 

checkers /'chekaz/ n pi but sing in constr, NAm (he game of draughts 
[pi of checker (chessboard), fr ME cheker, fr OF eschequier, fr 
eschec] 

check in vi to report one’s presence or amval, esp to arrive and register 
at a hotel or airport ^vt 1 to return or accept the return of <check in 
the equipment afler use} 2 to deposit (luggage) for transport, esp by 
air 

checklist Ahek,list/ n an inventory, catalogue; esp a complete list of 
checks to be made 

'checkmete /.chek'mayt/ vt 1 to thwart or counter completely 2 to 
check (a chess opponent's king) so that escape is impossible [ME 
chekmaten, fr chekmate, inten used to announce checkmate, fr MF eschec 
mat, fr Ar shah mat, fr Per, lit , the king is left helpless] 
’.check'mete n la the act of checkmating b the situation of a check- 
mated king 2 complete defeat USE (I) often used inteijectionally 
checkout Ahek,owt/ n a cash desk equipped with a cash register in a 
self-service shop 

check out vi to complete the formalities for leaving, esp at a hotel - vt 
to have the removal of (sthg) recorded <check out a library book} 
checkpoint Ahek.poynt/ n a location where inspection (e g of travel- 
lers) may take place 

checkrein /'chek.rayn/ n a short rein attached from the bit to the saddle 
to prevent a horse from lowenng its head 
checkroom /’chck.roohm, -room/ n, NAm a room in which luggage, 
parcels, or coats may be left for safekeeping 
checkup Ahek,up/ n a (general physical) examination 
checkweighman /chck.wayman, -man/ n a colliery worker employed 
on behalf of the miners to check the weighing of coal agains* company 
estimates 

Cheddar Aheda/ n a hard smooth-textured cheese with a flavour that 
ranges from mild to strong as the cheese matures [Cheddar, village in 
Somerset, England] 

'cheek /cheek/ n 1 the fleshy side of the face below the eye and above 
and to the side of the mouth 2 either of 2 paired facing parts (e g the jaws 
of a vice) 3 insolent boldness; impudence 4 a buttock - infml [ME cheke, 
fr OE ceace; akin to MLO kake jawbone] 

’cheek vt to speak rudely or impudently to - infml 
'cheek, bone /-.bohn/ n (the bone forming) the prominence below the 
eye 

.cheek by 'jowl adv very close together 
-cheeked comb form (-» adj) having (such) cheeks <ros>'-cheeked> 
'cheek .pouch n a pouch in the cheek of a monkey, hamster, etc for 
holding food 

cheeky Aheeki/ adj impudent, insolent [‘cheek '-y] - cheekily adv, 
chcekineis n 


cheep /cheep/ vi or n (to utter) a faint shnil sound characteristic of a 
young bird [imit] 

'cheer /chia/ n 1 state of mind or heart, spint (be of good ^ - Matthew 
9 2(A V)> 2 happiness, gaiety 3 sthg that gladdens 4 a shout of applause 
or encouragement [ME chere face, cheer, fr OF, face] - cheerless adj, 
cheerlessly adv, cheerlessness n 

’cheer vt Is to instil with hope or courage; comfort b to make glad or 
happy 2 to urge on or encourage, esp by shouts <^ed the team on} 3 
to applaud with shouts -^vi 1 to grow or be cheerful; rqoice 2 to utter 
a shout of applause or tnumph USE (W I; vi 1} usu ^ up - 
cbeerer n 

'cheerful /-fta)!/ adj la full of good spints, merry b ungrudging 
obedience} 2 conducive to good cheer; likely to dispel gloom (a ^ sunny 
room} - cheerfully adv, cheerfulness n 

cheerio /.chisri'oh/ mterj, chiefly Br - used to express farewell {cheery 

<■ o) 

'cheerleader /-.leeda/ n one, esp a female, who leads organized cheenng 
(c g at a N Amencan football game) 

cheers /chiaz/ inteij - used as a toast and sometimes as an informal 
farewell or expression of thanks 

cheery /'chian/ adj marked by or causing good spints; cheerful - 
cheerily adv, cheeriness n 

'cheese /cheez/ n 1 (an often cylindneal cake oO a food consisting of 
coagulated, compressed, and usu npened milk curds 2 sthg rescmbhng 
cheese in consistency or a cylindneal cake of cheese 3 a fruit preserve with 
the consistency of cream cheese [ME chese, fr OE cese; akin to OHG kasi 
cheese; both fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr L caseus cheese; 
akin to OE hwathenan to foam, Skt kvathati he boils] - cheety adj, 
cheesiness n 

’cheese n an important person, a boss - slang; chiefly in big cheese [prob 
fr Hindi chiz thing, fr Per] 

'cheese.cake /-,kayk/ n 1 a baked or refngerated dessert consisting of 
a soft fllling, usu containing cheese, in a biscuit or pastry case 2 a 
photographic display of shapely and scantily clothed female figures > 
infml, compare beefcake 

'cheese,cloth /-.kloth/ n a very fine unsized cotton gauze [fr its use in 
cheesemaking] 

.cheesed 'off adj, chiefly Br browned-off - slang [prob fr cheese (to stop, 
run away)] 

cheesehead /’cheez.hed/ adj, of a screw or bolt having a squat cylindri- 
cal hT'ad 

cheeseparing Aheez.pe3nng/ n miserly or petty economizing; stingi- 
ness - cheeseparing adj 

cheetah /’cheeta/ n a long-legged spotted swift-moving Afncan and 
formerly Asiatic cat with nonretractile claws [Hindi cita, fr Skt citrakaya 
tiger, fr citra bright + kaya body] 

chef /shef/ n a skilled cook; esp the chief cook in a restaurant or hotel 
[F, short for chef de cuisine head of the kitchen] 
chef d'oeuvre /.shay 'duhva (Fr ft docivr)/ n, pi chefs d'oenm /-/ 
an (artistic or literary) masterpiece [F chef-d'oeuvre, lit. leading 
work] 

Chehalis /cha'haylis/ n, pi Chehalises, esp collectively Chehalis a 
member, or the language, of an Amencan Indian people of Washington 
in the NW USA [Chehalis, village in the state of Washington, USA] 
cheke Aheka/ n, often cap the Soviet secret police between 1917 and 
1922 [Russ, fr che ka, names of initial letters of Chreivychainaya 
Kommissiya extraordinary commission] 

chela /'keela/ n, pi chelae /-h/ a pincerlike claw of a crustacean (e g a 
crab) or arachnid (e g a scorpion) [NL, fr Gk chele claw] 

'chelate /’kee.layt/ adj 1 resembling or having chelae 2 ^ or having a 
molecular structure in which a metal ion is held by 1 or more coordinate 
bonds - chelate /-layt, -bt/ n 

’chelate vb to react (with) so as to form a chelate structure - cheladoa 
Ai'laysh(»)n/ n 

,Chelaea 'bun Ahelsi/ n a sweet yeast-leavened bun containing cur- 
rants, raisins, etc and shaped in a flat coil [Che/sea, district of 
London] 

.Chelsea 'pensioner n a veteran or disabled soldier living at the 
Chelsea Royal Hospital 

chem- /kem-4 cheno- also chemi- comb form 1 chemical; chemistry 
<chemof/ienipy> <chemo(iJiJ5> 2 chemically <chcmisorb> [NL. fr LOk 
chmeia alchemy, prob fr chyma fluid, fr dtein to pour] 

'chemical Aemiki/ady 1 of, used in. or produced by cheinistry 2 acting, 
operated, or produced by chemicals - chankally Aemikli/ adv 
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^chemical n a substance (e g an element or chemical compound) obtained 
by a chemical process or used for producing a chemical effect 
.chamical engineering n engmeenng dealing with the industnal 
application of chemistry 

.chemical 'warfare n warfare using poisonous or harmful chemicals 
chemico* comb form cmfm- I (^chemicophysicaiy 
chemiluminescence /,kemi,loohmi'ne5(9)ns/ n light (e g biolumin- 
escence) produced by chemical iwtion [ISV] - chemiluminescent adj 
chemln de fer /sha.manh da 'fed (Fr Jamr da fcr)/ n. p/chemins de fer 
/^/ a card game resembling baccarat in which only 2 hands are dealt and 
any number of players may bet against the dealer [F. lit , railway] 
chemise Aha'meez/ n 1 a woman's one-piccc undergarment 2 a usu 
loose straight-hanging dress [ME, fr OF. shirt, fr LL camisia] 
chemisorb /.kcmi'sawb/, chemosorb /'kema-/ vt to take up and hold, 
usu irreversibly, by chemical forces [chem- i -sorb (as in adsorb)] - 
chemisorption /-'sawpsh(a)n. -'zaw-/ n 
chemist /"kemist/ n 1 one who is trained in chemistry 2 Br (a 
pharmacist, esp in) a retail shop where medianes and miscellaneous 
articles (eg cosmetics and Films) are sold [NL chimista, short for ML 
alchimista alchemist] 

chemistry Aemistn/ n 1 a science that deals with the composition, 
structure, and properties of substances and of the transformations they 
undergo 2a the composition and chemical properties of a substance b 
chemical processes and phenomena (e g of an organism) (blood ^ > 
chemmy Ahemi/ n chemin de per [by shortening & alter ] 
chemo> - see chem- 

chemoreceptor /'keemohn,sept9. ke-/ n a sense organ (e g a taste bud) 
that responds to chemical stimuli [ISV] - chemoreception 
/-n.scpsh(3)n/ n 

chemosphere n the mesosphere 

Chcmotaxit /.keemoh'taksis, ke-/ n onentation or movement of an 
organism in relation to chemical agents [NL] - chemotactic /-'taktik/ 
adj 

chemotherapy /.keemoh'ther^pi, ,ke-/ n the use of chemical agents in 
the treatment or control of disease [ISV] ~ chemotherapeutic 
/-.thera'pyoohtik/ adj, chemotherapist /-'therapist/ n 
chemotropism /ki'motra,piz(a)m, .keema'trohpiz(3)m/ n onentation of 
cells or organisms (e g bacteria) in relation to chemical stimuli [ISV] - 
chcmotropic /.keemoh'tropik. ,ke-/ adj , 

chenille /sha'neel/ n a (wool, cotton, silk, or rayon) yam with protruding 
pile; also a fabnc with a pile face and a chenille yam weft [F, lit., 
caterpillar, fr L canicula, dim. of cams dog; fr its hairy appearance - more 
at hound] 

cheongsam Ahong,sam/ n a dress with a slit skirt and a mandann 
collar worn esp by onental women [Chin (Cant) ch’cung shaam, lit , long 
gown] 

cheque /chek/ n, chiefly Br a wntten order for a bank to pay money as 
instructed; also a pnnted form on which such an order is usually wntten 
[alter, of 'check] 

'cheque, book /-.book/ n a book containing unwntten cheques 
'cheque .card n a card issued to guarantee that the holder’s cheques up 
to a specific amount will be honoured by the issuing bank 
'chequer, chiefly NAm checker Ahcka/ n 'chfck 6a [ME cheker, fr OF 
eschequier, fr eschec check] 

^chequer, chiefly NAm checker vt 1 to vanegate with difTerent colours 
or shades; esp to mark with squares of (2) alternating colours 2 lo vary 
with contrasting elements or situations <a ed career) USE usu in past 
part 

cherish /'cherish/ vt la to hold dear; feel or show affection for b to keep 
or cultivate with care and affection; nurture 2 to keep in the mind deeply 
and with affection (still ^es that memory^ [ME chensshen, fr MF 
cheiiss-, stem of cherir to cherish, fr OF, fr chier dear, fr L cams - more 
at charity] - cherlahable adj 

chernozem /,chuhn3'zem, -'zhom/ n a dark-coloured humus-nch soil 
found in temperate to cool climates [Ru-ss, lit., black earth] 
Cherokee /.chera'kee/ n, pi Cherokces, esp collectively Cherokee (a 
member or the Iroquoian languageoO a N Amencan Indian people orig 
of Tennessee and N Carolina language [prob fr Creek tciloki 
people of a different speech] 

cheroot /sha'rooht/ n a cigar cut square at both ends [Tamil curuftu, 
lit, roll] 

cherry Aheri/ n 1 (the wood or small pale yellow to deep red or blackish 
fruit oO anyW numerous trees and shrubs of the rose family, often 
cultivated for their fruit or ornamental flowers 2 light red [ME chery. 


fr ONF chense (taken as a plural), fr LL ceresia, fr L cerasus cherry tree, 
fr Gk kerasos - more at ( (jrnel] - cherry adj, cherrylike adj 
Chersonese /'kuhs3,neez, -.nees/ n a peninsula - chiefly poetic [L 
chersonesus, fr Gk chersonesos, fr chersos dry land nesos island] 
chert /chuht/ n a flmllike silica [origin unknown] - cherty adj 
cherub Aherab/ n, pi cherubs, (/) cherubim /'cherabim/ 1 a biblical 
attendant of God or of a holy place, often represented as a being with large 
wings, a human head, and an animal body 2a a beautiful usu winged child 
in painting and sculpture b an innocent-looking usu chubby and pretty 
person [L. fr Gk cheroub, fr Heb kerubh] - cherubic adj 
chervil /'chuhvil/ n an aromatic plant of the carrot family whose leaves 
arc used as a herb [ME cherville, fr OE cerfillc, akin to OHG kervila 
chervil] 

chess /ches/ n a game for 2 players each of whom moves his/her 16 
chessmen according to Fixed rules across a chessboard and tries to 
checkmate his/her opponent's king [ME ches, fr OF esches, acc pi of 
eschec check at chess - more at check] 

'chess, board /-.hawd/ n a board used in chess, draughts, etc that is 
divided into usu 64 equal squares of 2 alternating colours 
chessman /-.man/ n, pi chessmen /-man. -,men/ any of the pieces (I 
king, 1 queen, 2 rooks, 2 bishops. 2 knights, and 8 pawns) used by each 
side in playing chess 

chest /chest/ n la a box with a lid used esp for the safekeeping of 
belongings b a usu small cupboard used esp for stonng medicines or 
First-aid supplies c a case in which a commodity (e g tea) is shipped 2 
the pan of the body enclosed by the nbs and breastbone [ME. fr OE cest, 
akin to OHG & ON kista chest] - chestful n 
-chested /-chestid/ comb form ( * adj) having (such) a chest 
</7a/-chcsied> <deep-chestcd> 

chesterfield Ahesta.fecld/ n a heavily padded usu leather sofa [prob 
fr a 19th-c Earl of Chesterfield] 

'chestnut Ahcs(t).nut/ n 1 (the nut or wood oO a tree or shrub of the 
beech family, esp Spanish chfsinlit 2 reddish brown 3 HORsr che-st 
NUT 4 a chestnut-coloured anii^l, specif a horse 5 the small callus on 
the inner side of a horse’s leg anatomy 6 an often repeated joke 
or story, broadly anything repeated excessively (ME chastcine, chesten 
chestnut tree, fr MF chastaigne, fr L castarv^a fr Gk kastanea] 
^chestnut adj of the colour chestnut 

.chest of 'drawers /drawz/ n a piece of furniture containing a set of 
drawers (e g for holding clothes) 

chesty Ahesti/ adj 1 of, inclined to, symptomatic of, or sufTcnng from 
disease of the chest (a coughy - not used technically 2 having 
prominent breasts - slang 

che'val .glass /sha'val/n a full-length mirror in a frame by which it may 
be tilled [F cheval horse, support] 

chevalier /.shcva'ha/ n a member of certain orders of menl (e g the 
French Legion of Honour) [F, knight, horseman, fr MF, fr LLcaballanus 

- more at cavai ifr] 

cheviot Ahecvi ai, 'che-/ n 1 often cap any of a breed of hardy hornless 
sheep 2 a fabnc made from the wool of cheviot sheep [Qheviot hills, 
England and Scotland] 

chevron Ahevran/ n a Figure, pattern, or object having the shape of an 
(inverted) V, esp a sleeve badge that usu consists of 1 or more chevron- 
shaped stripes and indicates the wearer’s rank 3^* arctiitecturf 
[ME, fr MF, rafter, chevron, fr (assumed) VL capnon-, capno rafter; akin 
to L caper goat] 

chevrotain Ahevratayn, -tin/ n any of several very small hornless 
ruminant mammals of tropical Asia and W Africa [F, dim of chevrot kid, 
fawn, fr MF, dim. of chevre goat, fr L capra she-goat, fern of capr-, caper 
he-goat] 

'chew /chooh/ vb to crush, grind, or gnaw (es|^ food) (as lO with the teeth 
[ME chewen, fr OE ceowan-, akin to OHG kiitwan to chew, OSlav ilvati] 

- chcwable adj, chewer n, chewy adj 

*chew n 1 the act of chewing 2 sthg for chewing (a of tobacco} 
'chewing ,gum Ahooh-mg/ n a flavoured usu sweetened insoluble 
material (e g chicle) for cheiying 

chew over vt to meditate on; think about reflectively > infml 
Cheyenne /.shie'an, -'en/ n, pi Cheyennes, /~/ esp collectively 
Cheyenne (a member or the language oQ a N American Indian people of 
the W plairs of the USA [CanF, fr Dakota Shaiyena, fr shaia to speak 
strangely] 

Chez /shay/ ptep at or to the home of [F] 
chi /Vie/ n the 22nd letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk chei] 
chiack Ahie^ak/ vb, chiefly Austr to make derisive remarks (about) 
[alter, of chi-hike, chi-ike (a shout of greeting or derision)] - chinch n 
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Chianti Ai'anti/ n a dry (red) Italian table wine [It, fr Chianti, district 
of Tuscany, Italy] 

chiao /chow/ n, pi chiao Z-^/ a jiao [Chin (Pek) chiao^] 
chiaroscuro Ai,ahra'skooaroh/ n, pi chiaroscuros 1 pictorial represen- 
tation in terms of light and shade 2 the arrangement or treatment of light 
and shade in a painting [It, fr chiaro clear, light f oscuro obscure, 
dark] 

chiasma /ki'azma/ n, pi chiasmata Amata/ an anatomical cross-shaped 
conriguration, esp that between paired chromatids considered to be the 
point where genetic material is exchanged [NL, X-shaped form, fr Gk, 
crosspiece, fr chiazcin to mark with a chi, fr chi (x)] - chiasmic, 
chiasmatic /.kec a/'matik/ adj 

chibouk, chibouque /chi'boohk/ n a long-stemmed Turkish tobacco pipe 
[F chibouque, fr Turk gibuk] 

chic /sheck, shik/ adj or n (having or showing) elegance and sophistica- 
tion, esp of dress or manner [F] - chicly adv, chicness n 
chicane /shi'kayn/ n 1 a senes of tight turns in opposite directions in 
an otherwise straight stretch of a road-racing course 2 a hand of cards 
containing no trumps [F, deception, obstacle, fr MF, fr chicaner to 
quibble, obstruct justice] 

chicanery /shi'kayn(a)n/ n 1 deception by the use of fallacious or 
irrelevant arguments 2 a piece of sharp practice or legal tnckery - 
chicane vb 

chichi Ahee.shee/ adj orn I showy, fnlly, or elaborate (ornamentation) 
2 unnecessarily elaborate or affected (behaviour, style, etc) [F^ 
chick /chik/ n 1 a young bird; esp a (newly hatched) chicken i irr 
c'Yci F 2 a young woman - slang [short for chicken] 

'chicken /'chikin/ n 1 the common domestic fowl, esp when young, also 
Its flesh used as tood 2 a young person - chiefly in he/she is no chicken 
3a a contest in which the participants put themselves in danger to see who 
IS most brave b a coward - slang USE (2&Ja) infml [ME chiken, fr OE 
cicen young chicken, akin to OE cocc cock] 

’chicken adj scared - infml 

'chicken .feed n a small and insignificant amount, esp of money ~ 
infml 

.chicken'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj timid, cowardly 
.chicken-'livered adj timid, cowardly 
chicken out vi to lose one’s nerve - infml 

'chicken ,pox /poks/ n an infectious virus disease, esp of children, that 
IS marked by mild fever and a rash of small blisters 
'chicken .wire n a light galvanized wire netting with a hexagonal mesh 
[fr Its use for making enclosures for chickens] 
chick-pea /'chik ,pee/ n (the hard edible seed oQ an Asiatic leguminous 
plant [by folk etymology fr ME chiche, fr MF. fr L c/cer] 
chickweed /'chik, weed/ n any of various low-growing small-leaved 
plants of the pink family that occur commonly as weeds 
chicle /chikl/ n a gum from the latex of the sapodilla used as the chief 
ingredient of chewing gum [Sp, fr Nahuatl chictli] 
chicory /'chik(a)n/ n a usu blue-flowered European perennial composite 
plant widely grown for its edible thick roots and as a salad plant, also the 
ground roasted root used as a coffee additive [ME cicoree, fr MF 
cichoree, chicory, fr L cichoreum, fr Gk kichoreia] 
chide /chied/ vb chid /chid/, chided; chid, chidden /'chid(a)n/, chided 
to/ebuke (sby) angnly, scold [ME chiden, fr OE cidan to quarrel, chide, 
fr cid strife] - chidingly adv 

'chief /cheef/ n 1 (a broad band across) the upper part of a heraldic field 
2 the head of a body of people or an organization; a leader of police} 

[ME, fr OF, head, chief, fr L caput head - more at heap] - chiefdom 
/-d(a)m/, chiefahip n 

’chief adj 1 accorded highest rank or office librarian} 2 of greatest 
importance or influence <rAe reasons} 

.chief 'Justice n the presiding judge of a supreme court of justice (e g 
the US Supreme Court) 

chiefly Aheefli/ adv 1 most importantly; principally, especially 2 for 
the most part; mostly, mainly^ 
chief mester sergeent n rank 

.chief of 'steff n the senio^-ofTicer of an armed forces staff that serves 
a commander 

.chief .petty 'officer n ^3° rank 

chieftein Aheefton/, fern chieftainess /-'nes/ n a chief, esp of a band, 
tribe, or clan [ME chieftaine, fr MF chevetain, fr LL capitaneus chief ~ 
more at captain] - chieftainship n 

chiefteincy Aheeftansi/ n 1 the rank, dignity, office, or rule of a 
chieftain 2 a region or a^pMple ruled by a chief 
.chief tech'nicien n rank 


.chief ‘warrant .officer n -IZ/" rank 
chiffehaff /'chif,chaf/ n a small greyish European warbler [imit] 
chiffon /'shifon, -'-/ n a sheer (silk) fabnc [F. lit . rag, fr chi/Te old rag, 
alter, of MF chipe, fr ME chip chip] 
chiffonier /.shifa'ms/ n a high narrow chest of drawers [F chiffbnnier, 
fr chiffon] 

chigger Ahiga/ n a chigoe [by alter ] 

chignon /shi'nyon, 'shee-/ n a usu large smooth knot of hair worn esp 
at the nape of the neck [F, fr MF chaignon chain, collar, nape] 
chigoe Aheegoh/ n 1 a tropical flea, the female of which burrows under 
the skin 2 harvesf mite [of Canban ongin; akin to Galibi chico 
chigoe] 

Chihuahua /chi'wah wa/ n a very small round-headed large-eared dog 
of Mexican ongin [MexSp, fr Chihuahua, state & city in Mexico] 
chilblain Ahil.blayn/ n an inflammatory sore, esp on the feet or hands, 
caused by exposure to cold ['chill + blain] 

child /chield/ n, pi children Ahildran/ 1 an unborn or recently bom 
person 2a a young person, esp between infancy and youth b a childlike 
or childish person c(l) a person not yet of (a legally specified) age (2) 
sby under the age of 14 ~ used in English law, compare young person 
3a a son or daughter (/e/'t the estate to her ren> b a descendant (tAe 
Children of David} 4 one strongly influenced by another or by a place 
or state of affairs <a of the depression} 5 a product, result (^dreams, 
v^hich are the '^ren of an idle brain - Shak) [ME, fr OE cild, akin to 
Goth kilthei womb, Skt jathara belly] - childless adj, childlessness n - 
with child of a woman prfgnant 3 

child benefit n a (weekly) allowance paid through the post office for 
each child in a family 
'child.birth /-.buhth/ n partuntion 

childe /chield/ n, often cap, archaic a young man of noble birth [var of 
child] 

childhood /'chield.hood/ n 1 the state or penod of being a child 2 an 
early penod in the development of sthg (there was a of religion as there 

was a of science - TLS} 

childish Ahieldish/ adj 1 of or befitting a child or childhood 2 marked 
by or suggestive of immatunty <a ^ spiteful remark} - childishly adv, 
childishness n 

childlike /'chield.liek/ adj marked by innocence and trust [child f 
-like] 

childly /'chieldli/ adj childlike - poetic 

childminder /'chield,mienda/ n, chiefly Br one who looks after other 
people’s children, esp when both parents are at work > chUdmind* 
ing n 

childproof Ahield.proohf/ n not liable to damage or misuse by children, 
spec/f designed to be impossible for children to open <a 'o hek} 
Children of 'Israel n pi the Jewish people 
'child's .play n an extremely simple task or act 
.Chile 'pine Ahili/ n a monkey puzzle [Chile, country in S 
Amenca] 

.Chile .saltpetre /.sawit'peeta/ n (naturally occumng) sodium 
nitrate 

chiliad /'kili,ad/ n 1 a group of 1000 2 a penod of 1000 years [LL 
chiliad-, chilias, fr Gk, fr chihoi thousand - more at milf] 
chlliasm Aili,a7(d)m/ n mii i.fnarianism 1 [NL chiliasmus, fr LL 
chihastes one who believes in chiliasm, fr cAi/jss] - chiliast /-jasi/ n, 
chiUsstie /-’astik/ adj 

'chill /chil/ VI 1 to become cold 2 to catch a chill 3 of a metal to become 
surface-hardened by sudden cooling vt la to make cold or chilly b to 
make (esp food or dnnk) cool, esp without freezing 2 to affect as if with 
cold; dispint 3 to harden the surface of (metal) by sudden cooling [ME 
chillen, fr chile cold, frost, fr OE ce/r. akin to OE ceald cold] - chilliagly 
adv 

’chill adj CHILLY 1,2- chillneas n 

’chill n la a (disagreeable) sensation of coldness b a>MMON cold 2 a 
moderate but disagreeable degree of cold 3 coldness of manner (felt the 
^ of his opponent's stare} 

chilli, chill Ahili/ n, pi chillies, chilies the pod of a hot pepper used either 
whole or ground as a pungent condiment - compare cayenne pepper 
[Sp chile, fr Nahuatl chilli] 

chilly /'chill/ adj 1 noticeably (unpleasantly) cold 2 lacking warmth of 
feeling; distant, unfnendly 3 tending to arouse fear or apprehension 
details} - chilliocts n 

.Chlltern 'Hundreds Ahiltan/ npla nominal office for which an MP 
applies in order to resign his/her seat [Chiltern Hundreds, district of 
Buckinghamshire. England, whose stewardship is a nominal office] 
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chimaera Ai'midn, kieV n 1 any of a family of manne cartilaginous 
fishes with a tapering tail 2 a chimera [(1) NL, genus name, fr L. 
chimera] 

'chima /chiem/ ji la a musically tuned set of bells b a set of objects (e g 
hanging metal bars or tubes) that sound like bells when struck 2a the 
sound of a set of bells - usu pi with sing, meaning b a musical sound like 
that of bells [ME, cymbal, fr OF chtmbe, fr L cymhaJum] 

^hime vi 1 to make the sounds of a chime 2 to be or act in accord ^the 
music and the mood "^d well together^ vr 1 to cause to chime 2 to 
signal or indicate by chiming <rhe clock ^d midnight} - chimcr n 
*Chlma /chiem/, chinb /chim/ n the projecting nm of a barrel [ME 
chtmbe, fr OE cimb-; akin to OE camb comb] 
chima in vi 1 to break into a conversation or discussion, esp in order to 
express an opinion 2 to combine harmoniously - often with 
chimara Ai'miara, kie-/ n la cap a fire-breathing female mythological 
monster that had a lion's head, a goat's body, and a serpent's tail b an 
imaginary monster made up of incongruous parts 2a an illusion or 
fabrication of the mind; esp an unrealizable dream b a terror that exists 
only in the mind 3 an individual, organ, or part consisting of tissues of 
diverse genetic constitution and occurring esp in plants and most fre- 
quently at a graft union [L chimaera, fr Gk chimatra she-goat, chimera; 
akin to Gk cheimon winter - more at HiSFRNArE] - chimeric, /ki'menk, 
kie-/ chimerical adj, chlmerically adv 

chimney Ahimni/ n 1 a vertical structure incorporated into a building 
and enclosing a flue or flues for carrying off smoke; esp the part of such 
a structure extending above a roof 2 a structure through which smoke and 
gaM* (e g from a furnace or steam engine) are discharged 3 a tube, usu 
of glass, placed round a flame (e g of an oil lamp) to serve as a shield 4 
a narrow cleft, vent, etc (e g in rock) gecxjRaphy [ME, fr MF 
cheminee, fr LL caminata, fr L camtnus furnace, fireplace, fr Gk kamtnos, 
akin to Gk kamara vault] 

'chimney .breast n the wall that encloses a chimney and projects into 
a room 

'chimney .corner n a seat by or within a large open fireplace 
'chimney, piece /-.pees/ n a mantelpiece 
'chimney .pot n a usu earthenware pipe at the top of a chimney 
'chimney .stack n l a masonry, brickwork, etc chimney rising above 
a roof and usu containing several flues 2 a tall chimney, typically of 
circular section, serving a factory, power station, etc 
'chimney eweep n one whose occupation is cleaning soot from 
chimney flues 

chimp /chimp/ n a chimpanzee > infml 

chimpanzee /.chimpan'zee/ n a tree-dwelling anthropoid ape of 
equatorial Africa that is smaller and less fierce than the gonlla [Kongo 
dial chimpena} 

chin /chin/ n the lower portion of the face lying below the lower lip and 
including the prominence of the lower jaw [ME, fr OE cmn; akin to OHG 
kinni chin, L getta cheek, Gk genys jaw, cheek] 
china Ahiena/ n 1 porcelain; also vitreous porcelain ware (e g dishes and 
vases) for domestic use 2 chinaware; broadly crockery (set the table with 
the good ^ > 3 chiefly Br bone china [Per chim Chinese porcelain] 
'china .clay n kaolin 

chinagraph Ahiena,grahf, -,graf/ n a pencil that will write on china or 
glass 

Chinaman Ahienaman/ n 1 a ball bowled by a slow left-hander i^ 
cricket that breaks from the off to the leg side on bouncing as viewed by 
a right-handed batsman 2 cap a native of China > derog [(I) perh from 
bowling of this type by Ellis Achong M904 Chinese-born West Indian 
cricketer]. 

'China, town /-.town/ n the Chinese quarter of a city 
'chlna.wara /-.wea/ n tableware made of china 
chinchilla /.chin'chib/ n 1 (the soft pearly-grey fur oO a S Amencan 
rodent the size of a large squirrel endangered 2 (any oO a breed 
of domestic rabbit with long white or greyish fur; also (any oO a breed 
of cat with similar fiir [Sp] 

chin-chin /.chin 'chin/ intetj, Br~ used as an informal greeting, farewell, 
or toast (Chin (Pek) ch*ing \ ch*ing '-ch'ing \ g]irase of salutation] 
Chindit Ahindit/ ji a member of an Allied force fighting behind 
Japanese lines in Burma during WW 11 [Burmese chinthi fabulous 
tionlike animal] 

'chine /chien/ n, Bra steep-sided ravine, esp in Dorset or the Isle of Wight 
(ME» crick, chasm, fr OE cine, dnu; akin to OE cinan to gape, crack] 
^hlno n I (a cut of meat including the whole or part oO the backbone 
2 a (mountain) ridge 3 the intersection of the bottom and sides of a boat 


[ME, fr MF eschine, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG scina shinbone, needle 
- more at shin] 

*chine vt to separate the backbone from the ribs of (a joint of meat), also 
to cut through the backbone of (a carcass) 

Chinasa /.chie'neez/ n, pi Chinese 1 a native or inhabitant of China 2 
a group of related Sino-Tibetan tone languages used by the people of 
China, spec//* Mandarin alphabet, language [China, country in 
Asia] - Chinese adj 

Chinaaa copy n an exact imitation or duplicate that includes defects as 
well as desired qualities 

Chinaaa laaf n either of 2 Asiatic types of cabbage widely used in 
onental cookery 

Chinaaa puzzia n an intneate or ingenious puzzle 
.Chinaaa 'wall n an apparently insurmountable barrier, esp a senous 
obstacle to understanding [Chinese Wall, a defensive wall built in the 3rd 
c BC between China and Mongolia] 

chinaaa watar daar n a small deer with no antlers that has become 
established in parts of Britain and France 
Chinaaa whita n a white zinc oxide pigment 
'chink /chingk/ n 1 a small slit or fissure <a ~ in the curtain} 2 a means 
of evasion or escape; a loophole (a ^ m the law} [prob alter, of ME chin, 
chine crack, fissure - more at 'chine] 

'chink n a short sharp sound [imit] - chink vb 
Chink n a native of China - derog [alter of Chinese] 
chinlaaa /'chinlis/ adj, Br lacking firmness of purpose, inefTectual - infml 
[chin + -less] 

Chino- comb form Chinese and <Chino-/apa/icse> ^ compare sino- 
chinoiaaria /shee'nwahzan, ,— '-/ n (an object or decoration in) a style 
in art and intcnor design that copies Chinese features or motifs [F, fr 
chtnois Chinese, fr Chine China] 

Chinook /sha'nook, also chi'noohk, -'nook/ n 1 a warm moLst southwest- 
erly wind of the NW coast of the USA 2 a warm dry westerly wind of 
the E slopes of the Rocky mountains [Chehalis Tsinuk a member of an 
Amcncan Indian people of Oregon] 

Chinook Jargon n a mixture of Amencan Indian languages, French, 
and English, formerly used as a lingua franca in the NW USA and in W 
C!anada and Alaska 

chintz /chints/ n a (glazed) pnnted ^lain-weave fabne, usu of cotton 
[earlier chints, pi of chmt, fr Hindi ch'rtj 
chintzy Ahmtsi/ adj 1 made or decorated (as iQ with chintz 2 gaudy, 
cheap 

'chin-.wag n a conversation, chat - infml 

'chip /chip/ n ta a small usu thin and flat piece (e g of wood or stone) 
cut, struck, or flaked off b a small thin slice or piece of fruit, chocolate, 
etc 2 a counter used as a token for money in gambling games 3 a flaw 
left after a chip is removed 4 (the small piece of semiconductor, esp 
silicon, on which is constructed) an integrated circuit computer S 
CHIP SHOT 4i chiefly Br a strip of potato fned in deep fat b NAm A Austr 
'CRISP [ME] - chip off the old block a child that resembles either of 
his/her parents - chip on one*f shoulder a challenging, belligerent, or 
embittered attitude - when the chips arc down when the crucial or cntical 
point has been reached (when the chips are down you have only yourself 
to depend on} 

'chip vb -pp- vt la to cut or hew with an edged tool b(l) to cut or break 
(a small piece) from sthg (2) to cut or break a fragment from 2 to kick 
or hit (a ball, pass, etc) in a short hjgh arc. W 1 to break off in small 
pieces 2 to play a chip shot 

'chipboard /-.bawd/ n an artificial board mpde from compressed wood 
chips and glue 

chip in vi 1 to contribute (everyone chipped i^ for the gift} 2 to interrupt 
or add a comment to a conversation between other people ~vr to 
contnbute (chipped in £1 for the gift} USB infml 
chipmunk Ahip.mungk/ n any of numerous small striped American 
squirrels [alter, of earlier chitmunk, of Algonquian origin; akin toOjibwa 
atchitamd squirrel] 

chipolqita /.chipo'lahta/ n a small thin sausage [F, fr It cipollaU, fr fern 
of cipolkto with onions, fr cipolla onion, fr LL cepula, dim. of L cepa 
onion] 

ChippandaJa Ahi|»n.dayl/ adj or n (of or being) an 18th-c English 
furniture style characterized by graceful outline and fine ornamentation 
[Thomas Chippendale tl779 E cabinet-maker A designer] 
chipppr Ahipa/ adj cheerful, bright [prob fr E dial, kipper (lively)] 
chippy Ahipi/ /i 1 a carpenter 2 Br a shop selling fish and chips USE 
inftnl ['chip + '-y] 
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'chip .shot n a short shot in golf that lofU the ball to the green and allows 
It to roll 

chir- /kir-/, chiro- comb form hand <chiroprBc'f/c> (L, fr Gk char-, 
charo-, fr cheir, akin to Hitt kesar hand] 

chiral /"kieral/ adj, esp of a crystal or molecule not able to be supenm- 
posed on its mirror image [chir- f -al\ lit . handed, i e asymmetnc] - 
chirality /-'rabti/ n 

Chi-Rho /.kie 'roh/ n, pi Chi-Rboa a Chnstian monogram and symbol 
formed from the first 2 letters (X and P) of the Greek word for Christ [chi 
f rho] 

chirography Aie'rografi/ n handwnting, penmanship - chirographer 
/]. chirographic /.kiera'grafik/, chirographical adj 
chiromancy /'kir3,mansi/ n palmistry [prob fr MF chiromancie, fr ML 
chiromantia, fr Gk cheir- chir- -manteia -mancy - more at -mancy] - 
chiromancer n 

ohironomid Ai'ronamid/ n any of a family of nonbiting midges [denv 
of Gk cheironomos one who gestures with his hands] 
chiropody Ai'ropodi, shi-/ n the care and treatment of the human foot 
in health and disease [chir- + pod-, fr its onginal concern with both hands 
and feet] - chiropodist n 

chiropractic /'kira.praktik/ n a system of healing disease that employs 
manipulation and adjustment of body structures (e g the spinal column) 
[chir- + Gk praktikos practical, operative - more at practical] - chiro- 
practor n 

chiropter Ai'ropta/, chiropterao /-ran/ n 'rat [denv of Gk char hand 
+ pteron wing - more at feathfr] - chiropteran adj 
chirp /chuhp- vr or n (to make or speak in a tone resembling) the 
charactcnstic short shrill sound of a small bird or insect [imit] 
chirpy /'chuhpi/a£(/ lively, cheerful -infml (chirp t '-v] - chirpily adv. 
chirpiness n 

chirr /chuh/ vt or n (to make) the trilled sound characteristic of certain 
insects (e g a grasshopper) [imit] 
chirrup A'hirap/ vi or n (to) chirp [imit] 

chirurgeon Ai'ruhj(a)n/ n, archaic a surgeon (ME cirurgtaii, fr OF 
cirurgien, fr cirurgie surgery] 

'chisel Ahizl/ n a metal tool with a cutting edge at the end of a blade 
used in dressing, shaping, or working wood, stone, metal, etc (ME, fr 
ONF, prob alter of chisoir goldsmith’s chisel, fr (assumed) VL cacsonum 
cutting instrument, fr L caesus, pp of caedere to cut - more at a)N 
cise] 

’chisel vb -ll- {NAm -1-, -ii-), Ahizl ing/ 1 to cut or work (as if) with a 
chisel 2 to tnek, cheat, or obtain (sthg) by cheating (he^s ^led me out 
of my prizey - slang - chiscller n 

'chiselled, MAm chiefly chiseled sharply defined, clear-cut fea- 
tures) 

'chi-, square Aie/, chi-squared n a statistic that indicates the agreement 
between a set of observed values and a set of values denved from a 
theoretical model 3** symbol 

'chit /chit/ n an immature often disrespectful young woman, usu of slight 
build <a mere of a girl) (ME chitte kitten, cub] 

’chit n a small slip of paper with wnting on it, esp an order for goods 
(Hindi citlhi] 

chital Aheetl/ n axis deer (Hindi cital, fr Skt citraJa vanegated, fr 
citn spotted, bright] 

chitarrona /.keeta'rohni/ n a bass or contrabass of the lute family (It, 
aug of chitarra guiur, fr Gk kithara lyre] 

chitchat /'chit, chat/ vt or n -tt- (to make) small talk; gossip - infml 
[redupl of chat] 

chitin /'kietin/ n a homy polysacchande that forms part of the hard outer 
covering of esp insects and crustaceans (F chitine, fr Gk chiton chiton, 
tunic] - chitinotts adj 

chiton Aieton, -tn/ n any of an order of marine molluscs with a shell 
of many plates [NL, genus name, fr Gk chiton tunic, of Sem ongin; akin 
to Heb kuttdneth tunic] 

chittarling Ahita,ling/ a a section of the smaller intestines of pigs, esp 
when prepared as food - usu pi (ME chiterling] 
chivalroua Ahiv(a)lrM/ adj 1 having the characteristics (e g valour or 
gallantry) of a knight 2 (characteristic) of knight-errantry 3a honourable, 
generous b graciously courteous and considerate, esp to women [ME, fr 
MF chevalcreus^ fr chevalier horseman] - chivalroiialy adv, chivalrous- 
aeaa n 

chivalry /’shiv(d)ln/ n 1 the system, spirit, or customs of medieval 
knighthood 2 the qualities (e g courage, integrity, and consideration) of 
an ideal knight; chivalrous conduct 3 archaic, sing or pi in constr 


mounted men-at-arms (ME chivaJne, fr OF chevalene, fr chevalier] ~ 
chivalric /-nk/ adj 

chive /chiev/ n a perennial plant related to the onion and used esp to 
flavour and garnish food - usu pi with sing, meaning (ME, fr ONF, fr 
L cepa onion] 

chivvy, chivy Ahivi/ vt 1 to tease or annoy with persistent petty attacks; 
harass 2 to rouse to activity - oflen + up or along USE infml [prob fr 
E dial. Chevy Chase (chase, confusion), fr title of a ballad celebrating a 
battle in the Cheviot hills in 1388] 

chlamydomonas /.klamida'mohnas/ n any of a genus'of single-celled 
green algae that have 2 flagella and are common in fresh water [NL, 
genus name, fr L chlamyd-, chlamys mantle f NL monas monad] 
chlor-, chloro- comb form 1 green <chlorop/iy//> <chlorosi.s> 2 (contain- 
ing) chlonne <chlor;c) (^chloropromazine) [NL, fr Ok, fr chidros green- 
ish yellow - more at yellow] 

.chloral 'hydrate, chloral /'klawral/ n a synthetic drug used as a 
sedative and hypnotic 

chloramphenicol /.klawram'fcnikol/ n a broad-spectrum antibiotic 
used esp to treat typhoid fever [chlor- ^ amid- + phen- + nitr- + 
glycol] 

chlorate /klawrayt/ n a salt containing the radical GO 3 
chlordane /'klaw.dayn/ n a chlonnated insecticide [chlor- + indane (an 
oily cyclic hydrocarbon)] 

chlordiazepoxide /.klawdie.azi'poksied/ n a synthetic drug similar to 
diazepam and used esp as a tranquillizer and to treat the withdrawal 
symptoms of alcoholism - compare librium [chlor- + di- + ai- + 
epoxide] 

chlorella /kla'reb/ n any of a genus of single-celled green algae [NL, 
genus name, fr Gk chloros] 

chloride Alawned/ n a compound of chlonne with another element or 
radical, esp a salt or ester of hydrochlonc acid (G chlond, fr chlor- 4 
-id -ide] 

chlorinate /'klawn.nayt/ vt to treat or cause to combine with (a 
compound oO chlonne - chlorinator n, chlorination n /-'naysh(a)n/ 
chlorine /'klawreen/ n a l»logen element that is isolated as a pungent 
heavy greenish yellow gas periodic table 
chlorite /'klawnet/ n a salt containing the radical CIO, (prob fr F, fr 
chiof-] 

chloro- - sec chlor- 

chloroform /'klora.fawm/ vt or n (to anaesthetize with) a colourless 
volatile liquid used esp as a solvent and formerly as a general anaesthetic 
[n F I. hk^roforme, fr chlor- i formyle formyl; fr its having been regarded 
as a tnchlonde of this radical; vb fr n] 
chlorohydrin /.klawroh'hiednn/ n a chlonnated glycol or polyhydroxy 
al<'ohol [ISV, fr chlor- + hydr-] 

Chloromycetin /.klawrohmie'seetm/ trademark - used for chloram- 
phenicol 

chlorophyll /'klorofil/ n 1 the green photosynthetic colounng matter of 
plants found in the chloroplasts 2 a waxy green chlorophyll-containing 
substance extracted from green plants and used as a colouring agent or 
deodorant (F chlorophylle, fr chlor- + Gk phyllon leaf - more at 
blade] 

chloroplatt /'klawroh.plast/ n a chlorophyll-containing organelle that 
IS the site of photosynthesis and starch formation in plant cells [ISV] 
chloroquine /'klawroh.kween/ n an antimalarial drug [chlor- + quinol- 
ine] 

chlorosis /klaw'rohsis/ n 1 an iron-deficiency anaemia of young giris 
charactenzed by a greenish colour of the skin 2 a diseased condition in 
green plants marked by yellowing or blanching [NL] - chloretk 
Alaw'rolik/ adj 

chlorothiazide /.klawroh'thie-azied/ n a thiazide diuretic drug used esp 
tn the treatment of high blood pressure and oedema 
chlorous Alawras/ adj of or obuined from (trivalent) chlorine 
chlorpromazina /.klaw'prohma,zeen/ 0 a derivative of phenothiazine 
used widely as a tranquillizer, esp to suppress disturbed be^viour (e g in 
the treatment of schizophrenia) - compare laroactil [chlor- + propyl 
+ methyl -4 phenothiazine] 

chlorpropamide /.klaw'propomied/ n a sulphonylurea drug taken 
orally to reduce blood sugar in the treatment of mild diabetes mellitus 
[cWor- + propane + amide] 

choc-ice Ahok ,iea/ n, Rr a bar of ice cream covered in chocolate [short 
for chocolate ice] 

'chock /chok/ n a wedge or block placed under a door, barrel, wheel, etc 
to prevent movement [origin unknown] 
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*chock vt 1 to provide, stop, or make fast (as lO with chocks 2 to raise 
or support on blocks 

*chock adv as closely or as completely as possible ['chock] 
chock-a-block /.chok a 'blok/ adj or adv tightly packed; in a very 
crowded condition [chock f 'a~ on ^ Nock, ong the position of a tackle 
when both blocks arc together] 

chocolate Ahokbt/ n 1 a paste, powder, or solid block of food 
prepared from (sweetened or flavoured) ground roasted cacao seeds 2 a 
beverage made by mixing chocolate with usu hot water or milk 3 a sweet 
made or coated with chocolate 4 dark brown [Sp. fr Nahuatl xocoat/] ~ 
chocolate adj 

'chocolate-.box adj superflcially pretty or sentimental <^a ^ painting of 
a farmhouse} [fr the pictures commonly seen on boxes of chocobt<$1 
choctaw Ahok.taw/ n a half turn in icc-skating from an edge of one foot 
to the opposite edge of the other foot - compare mohawk 2 [Choctaw, 
a N Amencan Indian people] 

'choice /choys/ n 1 the act of choosing, selection 2 the power of 
choosing; an option 3a sby or sthg chosen b the best part; the elite 4 a 
sufficient number and variety to choose among [ME chcis, fr OF, fr 
choistr to choose, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG kiosan to choose - more 
at choose] 

’choice adj 1 worthy of being chosen 2 selected with care, well chosen 
3 of high quality - choicely adv, choiceneas n 
choir Awie-a/ n 1 sing or pi in constr an organized company of singers 
2 the part of a church occupied by the singers or the cle^y, specif the part 
of the chancel between the sanctuary and the nave — if chi/rch [ME 
quer, fr OF cuer, fr ML chorus, fr L, chorus] 

'choirboy /-.boy/ n a boy singer in a (church) choir 
'choir .orgen n a division of an organ having mostly soft stops 
‘choir .school n a school pnmanly intended for the boys of a cathedral 
or college choir 

'choke /chohk/ vt 1 to check the normal breathing of by compressing or 
ob»t,ructing the windpipe, or by poisoning available air 2 to stop or 
suppress expression of or by; silence <a ban designed to ^ discussion} - 
often + hack or down 3a to restrain the growth or activity of ^the flowers 
were '^d by the weeds} b to obstruct by filling up or clogging ^leaves 
the dram} e to fill completely; jam 1 to become choked in 
breathing 2a to become obstructed or checked b to become speechless 
or incapacitated, esp from strong emotion - usu up 3 to lose one’s 
composure and fail to perform effectively in a* cntical situation [ME 
choken, alter, of achoken, fr OE aceocian] 

’Choke a sthg that obstructs pa.ssage or flow, eg a a valve in the 
carburettor of a petrol engine for controlling the amount of air m a fuel 
air mixture b an inductor c a narrowing towards the muzzle m the bore 
of a gun d a device allowing vanation of the choke of a shotgun 
’choke n the fibrous (inedible) central part of a globe artichoke 
[back-formation fr artichoke, prob by confusion with ^choke] 
chokeberry /'chohkb(a)n/ n (the small astnngent berry oO a shrub of 
the rose family that has brilliant autumn foliage 
choked /chohkt/ adj, Br 1 angry, resentful 2 emotionally moved; 
touched USE infml 

chokedemp /'chohk.damp/ n blackdamp 

choker Ahohka/ /i 1 a high stiff (clencal) collar 2 a short necklace or 
decorative band that fits closely round the throat ['choke 4 ^-er] 
chokey, choky Ahohki/ n, Br prison 2 - slang [Hindi chaukf shed, 
lock-up] 

choko /'chohkoh/ n, pi cbokoa Austr A NZ a succulent cucumber-like 
vegetable [AmerSp choebo, fr Nahuatl chayotli] 
chol-, chote-, cbolo- comb form bile; gall <cholare> <cholcs/eroy> [Gk 
cho!-, chole-, choto-, fr chole, cholos - more at ’gall] 
cholangiography Aajanji'ografi/ n X-ray photography of the bile 
ducts [chol‘ f angi- *■ -graphy] - cbolaagfo^phic Aa.lanji>a'grafik/ 
adj 

cholate Aoh,layt/ n a salt or ester of cholic acid 
cholecystectomy /.kohias/stektami/ n surgical removal of the gall 
Madder [NLc/to/ecysOsgallbladderffrcAoA 4^ Gk kya//f bladder) 4^ ISV 
-ectomy] 

cholecystitis /.kohlasi'suetas/ n inflammation of the gall bladder [NL, 
fr cholecyatia] 

cholecystoklnln /,kohla,sista'kienin/ n a hormone secreted by the 
lining of the duodenum that regulates the emptying of the gall bladder and 
secretion of enzymes by the pancreas [NL choheysba 4- E -o- 4 
kmin] 

Choler /Icola, 'kohb/ n 1 anger, irascibility - fml 2a ardhadc yellow 


BILE b obs BILE la 3 obs the state of being bilious [ME coler, fr MF 
colere, fr L cholera bilious disease, fr Gk, fr cAo/eJ 
cholera Aolara/ n (any of several diseases of human beings and 
domestic animals similar to) an often fatal infectious epidemic disease 
caused by a bactenum and marked by severe gastrointestinal disorders 
[ME colera bile, fr L cholera] - choleraic A'rayik/ adj 
choleric Aobnk/ adj 1 easily moved to (excessive) anger; irascible 2 
angry, irate USE fml 

cholesterol Aa'lestarol/ n a hydroxy steroid that is present in animal 
and plant cells and is a possible factor in hardening of the arteries [F 
cholistenne, fr chof f Gk stereos solid] 

choll /'chohli/ n a (short-sleeved) close fitting bodice worn uiyJer a san 
GARMENT [Hindi coli, fr Skt cola, coda] 

.cholic 'acid Akohlik/ n a bile acid important in fat digestion [Gk 
cholikos bilious, fr chol^ 

choline Aohleen/ n a naturally occurring substance that is a vitamin of 
the vitamin B complex essential to liver function [ISV] 
cholinergic /.kohli'nuhjik/ adj 1 of autonomic nerve fibres releasing or 
activated by the neurotransmitter acetylcholine 2 resembling acetylcho- 
line, esp in physiological action [ISV acetykholine + Gk ergon work - 
more at 'work] 

chomp /chomp/ vb to champ [by alter ] 

chondr-, chon^i-, cbondro- comb form cartilage <chondroh7asr> [NL, 
fr Ok chondr-, chondro-, fr chondros grain, cartilage] 
chondrite /kondnet/ n a granular meteorite [ISV, fr Gk chondros 
gram] - chondritic Aon'dniik/ adj 

chondrule /kondnxihl/ n any of the rounded stony granules often found 
embedded in meteorites [Gk chondros gram] 
choose /choohz/ vb chose /chohz/; chosen Ahohzfajn/ vt la to select 
freely and after consideration b to decide on, esp to elect <chosc her as 
leader} 2a to decide <chose to go by train} b to wish </ not to do ity 
VI to make a selection [ME chosen, fr ceosan, akin to OHG kiosan 
to choose, L gustare to taste] - chooser n 
choosy, choosey /chooh/i/ adj fastidiously selective; particular 
'chop /chop/ vA -pp- vt la to cut into or sever, usu by a blow or repeated 
blows of a sharp instrument down a tree} b to cut into pieces - often 
I up 2 to stnke (a ball) so as to impart backsi^m 3 to subject to the action 
of a chopper < ^ a beam of light} vi to make a quick stroke or repeated 
strokes (as lO with a sharp instrument [ME chappen, choppen - more at 
^CHAP] 

’chop n 1 a forceful usu slanting blow or stroke (as lO wd^an axe or 
cleaver 2 a small cut of meat often including part of a rib - J'' meat 3 
an uneven motion of the sea, esp when wind and tide arc opposed 4 abrupt 
removal, esp 'sack 4-4 the\ mfml 

’chop VI -pp- esp of the wind to change direction [ME chappen, choppen 
to barter, fr OE ceapian] - chop and change to keep changing one’s mind, 
plans, etc - chop logic to argue with minute oversubtlc distinctions 
*chop n (a licence validated by) a seal or official stamp such as. was 
formerly used m China or India [Hindi chap stamp] 

,chop-'chop adv or interj without delay, quickly - mfml [Pidgin E, 
redupl of chop fast - more at chopstickJ 
'chop, house /-.hows/ n a restaurant specializing m meat dishes, esp 
chops or steaks 

chopper Ahopa/ n 1 a short-handled axe or cleaver 2 a device that 
interrupts an electnc current or a beam of radiation (e g light) at short 
regular intervals 3 a helicopter - mfml ['chop f '-fr] 
choppy Ahopi/ adj, of the sea or other expanse of water rough with 
small waves ['chop] 

chops /chops/ n pi (the fleshy covering oO the jaw <rAe hungry dog 
licked his ^ } [alter, of *chap] 

'chop.stlck /’.stik/ n cither of 2 slender sticks held between thumb and 
fingers, used chiefly in onental countries to lift food to the mouth [Pidgin 
E, fr chop fast (of Chinese ongin; akin to Cant kap) + E stick] 
chopsuoy /.chop'sooh i/ n a Chinese dishf of shredded meat or chicken 
with bean sprouts and other vegeubles, usuterved with nee and soy sauce 
[Chin (Cant) shap sui odds and ends, fr stap various 4 sui bits] 
choratl Akawral/ adj accompanied with or designed for singing (by a 
choir)' [F or ML; F choral, fr ML choralis, fr L chorus] - chorally 
adv 

chorale also choral Ao'rahl/ n 1 (music composed for) a usu German 
traditional hymn or psalm for singing in church 2 mg or pi in constr a 
chorus, choir [G choral, short for choralgesang choral song] 

'chord /kawd/ n a combination of notes sounded together [alter, of ME 
cord, short for accord] 

’chord n 1 cord 3a 2 a straight line joining 2 points on a curve 
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MATHEMATICS 3 an individual emotion or disposition (touch the right 
^ ) 4 the straight line joining the leading and trailing edges of an aerofoil 
[alter, of 'cord\ 

chordal /'kawdi/ adj 1 of or suggesting a chord 2 relating to music 
charactenzed more by harmony than counterpoint 
chordata Aaw,dayt, -dat/ n or adj (any) of a phylum or subkingdom 
of animals including the vertebrates that have at some stage of develop- 
ment a notochord, a central nervous system along the back, and gill clefts 
[denv of L chorda cord] 

'chord .organ n an electronic or reed organ with buttons to produce 
simple chords 

chore /chaw/ n 1 a routine task or job 2 a difficult or disagreeable task 
[alter of chare, fr ME char turn, piece of work, fr OE cierr] 
chorea Ao'ree-a/ n a nervous disorder marked by spasmodic movements 
of limbs and facial muscles and by lack of coordination [NL, fr L, dance, 
fr Ok choreia, fr chorox chorus] - choreic /ko'rec ik/ adj or n 
choreography /.kon'ografl/ n 1 the art of representing dance steps and 
sequences in symbols 2 stage dancing as distinguished from social or 
ballroom dancing 3 the composition and arrangement of a ballet or other 
dance for the stage [F choregraphte, fr Ok choreia + F -graphie -graphy] 
- choreographer n, choreograph /'kon 3,grahf. -,graf/ vb, choreographic 
/-'grafik/ adj, choreographlcally adv 
choric /'konk/ adj of or being in the style of a (Greek) chorus 
chorion /"kawn-an/ n the outer embryonic membrane of higher ver- 
tebrates that IS associated with the allantois in the formation of the 
placenta [NL, fr Gk] - chorionic /-'onik/ adj 
chorister Aonsta/ n a singer in a choir, specif a choirboy [ME 
quenstet, it AF cuenstre, fr ML t^honsta, fr L chorus] 

'C-ho,rizon n the layer of soil lying beneath the B-honzon and consisting 
of weathered rock 

choroid /kaw.royd/, choroid coat n a membrane containing large pig- 
ment cells that lies between the retina and the sclera of the vertebrate eye 
— T NfcKVE [NL choroides resembling the chonon. fr Gk chonoeides, 
fr chonon] - choroid adj 

chortle /'chawtl/ vi chortling A'hawtling. 'chawtling/ to laugh or 
chuckle, esp in satisfaction or exultation [blend of chuckle and snort] - 
chortle n, chortler Ahawtb/ n 

'chorus /'kawras/ n 1 (the part of a drama sung or spoken by) a character 
(e g in Elizabethan drama) or group of singers and dancers (e g in Greek 
drama) who comment on the action 2 sing or pi in constr a an organized 
company of singers who sing in concert, specif a body of singers who sing 
the choral parts of a work (e g in opera) b a group of dancers a4id singers 
supporting the featured players in a musical or revue (a girl) 3a a part 
of a song or hymn recurnng at intervals b a composition sung by a chorus 
4 sthg performed, sung, or uttered simultaneously by a number of people 
or animals [L, nng dance, chorus, fr Gk choros] - in chorus in uni- 
son 

*chorus vb to sing or utter in chorus 
chose /chohz/ past of cii(X)se 

'chosen Ahohz(a)n/ adj selected or marked for favour or special pnvi- 
legc (granted to a few) [ME, fr pp of chosen to choose] 

Chosen n pi in constr the people who arc the object of divine favour 
chough /chuf/ n an Old World bird of the n ow family that has red legs, 
a red beak, and glossy black plumage [ME] 

.choux 'pastry /shooh/ n a light pastry made with an egg-cnnched 
dough and used for profiteroles, eclairs, etc [F choux, pi of chou, lit., 
cabbage, fr L caulis stalk -- more at hoi e] 

'chow /chow/ n food - infml [perh fr Chin (Pek) cA/a. meat 
dumpling] 

‘chow also 'chow ,chow n a heavy-coated broad-headed dog with a 
blue-black tongue [fr a Chin dial word akin to Cant kau dog] 

'chow-, chow n a Chinese preserve of ginger, fruits, and peel in heavy 
syrup [Pidgin E. mixture] 

chowder Ahowda/ n a thick (clam or other seafood) soup or slew [F 
chaudiere kettle, contents of a kettle, fr LL caldana - more at caui- 
dron] 

chow mein /.chow 'mayn/ n a Chinese dish of fned noodles usu mixed 
with shredded meal or poultry and vegetables [Chin (Pek) ch'a& mien*, 
fr ch*ao* to fry + mien* dough] 

chrism Ariz(a)m/ n consecrated oil used in Greek and Roman Catholic 
churches, esp in baptism, confirmation, and ordination [ME crisme, fr 
OE crisma, fr LL chrisma, fr Gk, ointment, fr chnein to anoint; akin to 
OE greet grit, sand] 

chrieom also chryaon /’kriz(a)m/ n a white cloth or robe put on a child 
at baptism as a symbol of innocence and formerly also used as a shroud 


for infants [ME crisom, short for crisom cloth, fr ensom chrism 4 
cloth] 

'chrisom .child n a child that dies in its first month 
Christ /knest/ n 1 the Messiah 2 Jesus [ME Cnst, fr OE, fr L Chnstus, 
fr Gk Christos, lit., anointed, fr chnein] - Christllke adj 
christen /'kns(3)n/ vt la baptize 1.3 b to name at baptism 2 to name 
or dedicate (e g a ship or bell) by a ceremony suggestive of baptism 3 to 
name 4 to use for the first time - infml [ME enstnen, fr OE enstnian, 
fr ensten Chnstian, fr L christianus] 

Christendom /'kns(a)ndam, 'knst-/ n the commuifity of people or 
nations professing Chnstianity [ME cristendom, fr OE enstendom, fr 
ensten] 

christening /’kris(3)ning/ n the ceremony of baptizing and naming a 
child 

'Christian /'knsti-an/ n la an adherent of Chnstianity b a member of 
a Chnstian denomination, esp by baptism 2 a good or kind person 
regardless of religion [L chnstianus, adj & n, fr Gk christianos, fr 
CAm/os] 

‘Christian adj 1 of or consistent with Chnstianity or Chnstians 2 
commendably decent or generous (has a very ^ concern for others) - 
Christianize /-.niez/ vt, diristianization /-nie'zaysh(3)n/ n, ChristiaBly 
adv 

'Christian .era n the penod dating from the birth of Chnst 
Christiania /.knsti'ahnya, -ni a/ n silm christif [Chnstiania, former 
name of Oslo, city in Norway] 

Christianity /.knsti'anati/ n 1 the religion based on the life and 
teachings of Jesus Chnst and the Bible 2 conformity to (a branch oO the 
Chnstian religion 

'Christian .name n 1 a name given at chnstening (or confirmation) 2 
a forename 

.Christian 'Science n a religion founded by Mary Baker Eddy in 1866 
that includes a practice of spintual healing - Christian Scientist n 
Christmas /'krismas/ n 1 a festival of the western Christian churches 
on December 25 that commemorates the birth of Chnst and is usu 
observed as a public holiday 2 Christmas, Christmastide A, tied/ the 
festival season from Chnstmas Eve till the Epiphany (January 6) [ME 
Christemasse, fr OE Cnstes maesse, lit , Chnst’s mass] - Christmatay 
/'knsmasi/ adj 

Christmas cactus n a branching winter-flowering S Amencan cactus 
with showy red flowers 

.Christmas 'Eve n the (evening of the) day before diristmas day 
.Christmas 'rose n a European winter-flowenng plant of the buttercup 
family that has white or purplish flowers 

'Christmas .tree n an evergreen or artificial tree decorated with lights, 
tinsel, etc at Chnstmas 

Ciiristo- comb form Christ (Christocrnfnc) (Chnsiology) 
Christogram Ancst3,gram, 'kns-/ n a graphic symbol of Christ; esp the 
Chi-Rho [Gk Chnstos Chnst ♦ E -gram] 

chrom- /krohm-/, chromo- comb form 1 chromium <chromi 2 c> 2a 
colour; coloured (chromoplast) b pigment (chromophore) [F, fr Gk 
chroma colour] 

chroma Akrohms/ n a quality of colour combining hue and saturation 
[Gk chroma] 

chromat-, ebromato- comb form colour <chromatJcify> [Gk chromat-, 
chroma] 

chromate Akroh.mayt/ n a salt or ester of chromic acid [F, fr Gk 
chroma] 

chromatic Aroh'matik/ adj la of colour sensation or (intensity oO 
colour b highly coloured 2a of or giving all the notes of the chromatic 
scale b charactenzed by frequent use of intervals or notes outside the 
diatonic scale [Gk chromattkos, fr chromat-, chroma skin, colour, 
modified tone; akin to OE greot sand - more at grit] - chromatically adv, 
chromaticism /-ti,siz(9)m/ n 

chro,matic aber'ration /3bd'raysh(3)n/ n optical aberration caused 
by the differences in refraction of the different colours of the spectrum and 
charactenzed by coloured outlines round an image 
chromaticity /.krohma'tisati/ n a quality of a colour in terms of its 
purity and dominant or complementary wavelength [chromatic -t- 
-ity] 

chromatic scale n a musical scale consisting entirely of semitones 
chromatid Akrohmatid/ n either of the paired strands of a chromo- 
some 

chromatin Akrohmatin/ n a complex of DNA with proteins that forms 
the chromosomes in the cell nucleus and is readily stained - chnNaatfaic 
/-'timk/ adj 
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chromatooram /kroh'matdgram/ n the visual record (e g the pattern 
remaining in the absorbent medium) of the components separated by 
chromatography 

chromatography /.krohma'tografi/ n the separation of chemicals from 
a mixture by passing the mixture as a solution or vapour over or through 
a substance (e g paper) which adsorbs the chemicals to diffenng extents 

- chromatograph Aroh'matagrahf, -graf/ vt, chromatographic 
/.krohmdta'grafik/ adj, chromatographically adv 

chromatophore /kroh'matafaw/ n a pigment-beanng cell or organelle, 
esp any of the cells found in the surface layer of an animal capable of 
causing skin-colour changes by expanding or contracting [ISV] 
chroma Arohm/ o 1 (a pigment formed from) chromium 2 (sthg with) 
a plating of chromium [F, fr Gk chroma] 

•chrome /-krohm/ comb form (- n. adj) 1 coloured thing ihcho- 
chrome), coloured (polychrome) 2 colounng matter <ii/ochrome) [ML 
-chromat-, -chroma coloured thing, fr Gk chromat-, chroma] 

.chrome 'yellow n a yellow pigment consisting essentially of lead 
chromate 

chromic Arohmik/ adj of or derived from (trivalent) chromium 
.chromic 'acid n a corrosive acid whose salts are chromates 
chrominance /"krohminans/ n the colour information in a colour 
television signal jehrom- ^ lunu/iance] 

chromite Aroh,miet/ n a mineral that consists of a magnetic oxide of 
iron and chromium [G chromtt, fr chrom-] 

chromium Arohmyam, -mi am/ n a blue-white metallic element found 
naturally only in combination and used esp in alloys and in electroplating 
PERIODIC TABLE [NL, fr F chromc] 

chromo- - see chrom- 

chromolithograph /.krohmoh'litha.grahf, -,graf/ a a picture printed in 
colours from a senes of stones prepared by the lithographic process - 
ckroBMiUtbograplilc /-.litha'grafik/ adj, chromolithography 
/•b'thografi/ n 

chromomere Arohma.mia/ n any of the small bead-shaped concentra- 
tions jf chromatin that are arranged in a line along the chromosome 
[ISV] - chromomeric /-'menk/ adj 

chromophore /'krohma.faw/ n a chemical group that gives nse to 
colour in a compound [ISV] > chromophoric /-'fonk/ adj 
chromoplaat /krohma,plast/ n a coloured body in a plant cell that 
contains no chlorophyll but usu contains red or yellow pigment (eg 
carotene) [ISV] 

chromoprotein /.krohmoh'prohteen/ n a compound (c g haemoglobin) 
of a protein with a metal-containing pigment (e g haem) 
chromosome Arohma.sohm, -,zohm/ a any of the gene-carrying 
bodies that contain DNA and protein and are found in the cell nucleus 
[ISV] - chroaMMomal /-'sohml. -'zohrnl/ adj, chromoaomally adv 
'chromosome .number n the usu constant number of chromosomes 
characteristic of a particular speaes of animal or plant 
chromosphere Arohma^fia/ n the lower layer of the sun's atmosphere 
that is immediately above the photosphere and consists chiefly of hydro- 
gen; also a similar part of the atmosphere of any star > chromospheric 
/-'sferik/ adj 

chromous Arohmas/ adj of or denved from (bivalent) chromium 
chron-, chrono- comb form time (chronology) [Gk, fr chronos] 
chronic Aronik/ adj la esp of an illness marked by long duration or 
frequent recurrence - usu contrasted with acute 4 b suffering from a 
chronic disease 2s always present or encountered; esp constantly troub- 
ling financial difficulties) b habitual, persistent (a ^ grumbkr) 3 
Br bad, terrible - infml [F ebronique, fr Gk chronikos of time, fr chronos] 

- cbrosically adv, chroiiidty Aro'nisati/ n 

'chronicle Aronikl/ n 1 a usu continuous and detailed historical 
account of events arranged chronologically without analysis or interpret- 
ation 2 a narrative [ME cronkle, fr AF, alter, of OF chronique, fr L 
chronica, fr Gk chronika, fr neut pi of chronikos] 

Chronicle vt chronicUng /'kronikl ing/ 1 to record (as iO in a chronicle 
2 to list, describe - chronicler /-kb/ n 

'chronicle .pley n a pby with a histoncal theme consisting usu of rather 
loosely connected episodies chronologically arranged 
Chroniclee Aroniklz/ n pi but sing in constr either of 2 historical books 
of canonical Jewish and Christian Scripture 

chronogrem /1crohna,gram/ n a phrase in which some letters are 
Roman numerals that make a date when added together - chronograoi- 
■ntlc /-gra'matik/. chronognunmatical adj 
ohronogreph /Vohna,g^f, -^raf/ n an instrument for accurately 
mcuunog and recording time intervals - chronogriphic /-'grtfik/ adj, 
chroMgraphy Ara'nografi/ o 


chronological /.krona'lojikl, .kroh-/ also chronologic /-'lojik/ adj of or 
arranged in or according to the order of time < ^ tables of Bntish history) 

- chronologically adv 

chronology Ara'nobji/ n 1 (the scientific study or use oO a method for 
setting past events in order of occurrence 2 an arrangement in order of 
occur'vnce; specif such an arrangement presented in tabular or list form 
[NL chronohgia, fr chron- « -logia -logy] - chronologer, chronologist n, 
chronologize vt 

chronometer /kra'nomita/ n an instrument for measunng time, esp one 
designed to keep time with great accuracy 
chronometry Ara'nomatri/ n (the science oO accurate time measure- 
ment - chronometric /.krona'metnk, ,kroh-/. chronometrical adj, chron- 
ometrically adv 

chrys- /kris-/, chryso- comb form gold; yellow (chrysolite) [Gk, fr 
ch/ysos] 

chrysalid Ansalid/ n a chrysalis 

chrysalis /'knsalis/ n. pi chrysalides /kn'$ab,deez/, chrysalises 1 (the 
case enclosing) a pupa, esp of a butterfly or moth 2 a sheltered state or 
stage of being or growth (ready to emerge from the ^ of adolescence) 
[L chrysallid-, chrysallis gold-coloured pupa of butterflies, fr Gk, fr 
chrysos gold, of Sem ongin] 

chrysanthemum An'zanthimam/ n any of various (cultivated) com- 
posite plants with bnghtly coloured often double flower heads [L, fr Gk 
chrysanthemon, fr chrys- f anthemon flower, akin to Gk anthos 
flower] 

chrysoberyl /'knsa.beral/ n a usu yellow or pale green mineral consist- 
ing of beryllium aluminium oxide and used as a gem [L chrysoberyllus, 
fr Gk chrysoberylJos, fr chrys- + beryllos beryl] 
chrysolite Ansa.liet/ n olivine [ME ensohte, fr OF. fr L chrysolithos, 
fr Gk, fr chrys- + -lithos -lite] 
chrysom /'knz(3)m/ n a chnsom 

chrysotile /'knsa.tiel/ n a type of fibrous silky asbestos [G chrysotil, fr 
chrys- f -ttl fibre, fr Gk tillein to pluck] 

chthonic Ahonik/, chthonian Ahohnyan, -ni sn/ adj of the underworld, 
infernal deities) [Gk chthon-, chthon earth - more at humbif] 
chub /chub/ n, pi chub, esp for different types chubs (a marine or 
freshwater fish similar to) a European freshwafer fish of the carp family 
[ME chubbe] 

Chubb /chub/ trademark - used for a type of lock with a device for 
jamming the bolt if an attempt is made to pick it 
chubby Ahubi/ adj of large proportions, plump (a boy) [chub + -y] 

- chubbiness n 

'chuck /chuk/ n - used as a term of endearment [ME chuk, fr chukken 
to make a clucking noise, of imit origin] 

*chuck vt 1 to pat, tap <-ed her under the chin) 2a to toss, throw b 
to discard - often f out or away 3 to leave; give up 2 <^cd his job) - 
often + in or up USE (except /) infml [perh fr MF chuquer, choquer to 
knock] 

*chuck n 1 a pat or nudge under the chin 2 a throw - infml 
^chuck n 1 a cut of^f that includes most of the neck and the area about 
the shoulder blade meat 2 a device for holding a workpiece (e g for 
turning on a lathe) or tool (e g in a drill) [E dial chuck (lump, log), prob 
var of chock] 

chuckle /chukl/ vi chuckling Ahukling/ to laugh inwardly or quietly 
[prob freq of chuck (to make a clucking noise)] - chuckle n, chucklesomc 
/-s(9)m/ adj, chucklingly /'chuklingli/ adv 

chucklehead Ahukl,hed/ n a blockhead - kifml [chuckle (lumpish) > 
head] - chuckleheaded /-'hedid/ adj 

chuck out vt to eject (a person) from a place br an oflice, dismiss - infml 

- chneker-oot n 

'chuck .wagon n, NAm a wagon carrying a stove and provisions for 
cooking (e g on a ranch) [E dial (NAm) chick (food)] 
chuff /chuf/ vi or n (to produce or move with) a sound made (as tO by 
a steapi engine releasing steam regularly [iii)it] 
chuffad /chuft/ adj, Br pleased - infml [E dial chuff (fat, proud, 
happy)! 

chug /(^ug/ vi or n -gg- (to move or go with) a usu repetitive dull 
explosive sound made (as iO by a labouring engine [imit] 
chukar /chu'kab/ n, pi chukir, chukari a largely grey and black Indian 
partridge [Hindi cakor] 

chukka Ahulu/ n 1 a chukker 2 chnkka, chiikka hoot a usu 
ankledength leather boot (worn for playing polo) 
chukkar Ahuka/ n any of the periods of play in a polo game [Hindi 
cakkar circular course, fr $kt cakra wheel, circle - more at wheel] 
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'chum /chum/ n a close fnend, a mate - infml; no longer in vogue [perh 
by shortening & alter fr chamber fellow (roommate)] 

*chum VI >mni- to form a friendship, csp a close one - usu 4 (up) with\ 
no longer in vogue 

chummy /'chumi/ adj friendly, intimate - infml - chummily adv, 
chumminess n 

chump /chump/ n 1 a cut of meat taken from ^ween the loin and 
hindleg, csp of a lamb, mutton, or pork carcass mfat 2 a fool, 
duffer - infml [perh blend of chunk and lump] - off one's chump off 
one’s head 

chunder /'chunda/ vb, chiefly Austr, to vomit - slang [origin 
unknown] 

chunk /chungk/ n 1 lump 1, esp one of a firm or hard matenal (eg 
wood) 2 a (large) quantity (put a sizable of money on the race} - infml 

[perh alter of £ dial, chuck (lump, log)] 
chunky /'chungki/ adj 1 stocky 2 filled with chunks marmalade} 
3 of matenals, clothes, etc thick and heavy - chunkily adv, chunki- 
ness n 

chunnel Ahunl/ n, often cap a proposed tunnel under the English 
channel [blend of channel and tunnel] 

chunter Ahunta/ vi. Br to talk or mutter incessantly and usu irrel- 
evantly - often ^ on, infml [prob imit] 

'church /chuhch/ u 1 a building for public (Chnstian) worship, c^a 
place of worship used by an established church - compare chapei 5 
2 often cap instilulionalizcd religion, esp the established Chnstian religion 
of a country 3 cap a body or organization of religious believers eg a the 
whole body of Chnstians b denomination 2 c cx)norfgation 2 4 an 
occasion for publK worship (goes to eve/y Sunday} S the clencal 
profession (considered the as a possible career} [ME chirche, fr OE 
cince-, akin to OHG kinhha church, both fr a prehistoric WGmc word 
dcnved fr LGk kynakon, fr Gk, neut of kynakos of the lord, fr kynos 
lord, master, fr kyros power] - churchly adj, churchman /-man/ fern 
churchwoman n 

’church adj 1 ofa church 2 chiefly Br being a member of the established 
state church - compare 'chapel 

.Church 'Army n an Anglican organization for social work founded on 
the model of the Salvation Army 

churching /'chuhching/ n a ceremony in which a woman after child- 
birth IS received and blessed in church - church vt 
church mode n any of several modes prevalent in medieval music 
.Church of 'England n the established episcopal church of England 
.Church of 'Scotland n the established presbytenan church of Scot- 
land 

church school n a (primary) school controlled in part by a church 
.church'warden /'-wawd(3)n/ n 1 either of 2 lay pansh officers in 
Anglican churches with responsibility esp for pansh property and aims 
2 a long-stemmed (clay) tobacco pipe 
churchy Ahuhchi/ adj marked by strict conformity or zealous adhei- 
ence to the forms or beliefs of a church 

'church.yard /-.yahd/ n an enclosed piece of ground surrounding a 
church; esp one used as a bunal ground 

churl /chuhl/ n la a rude ill-bred person b a mean morose person 2 
archaic a rustic, countryman (ME, fr OE ceorl man, ceorl, akin to Gk 
geras old age - more at 'corn] 

churlish Ahuhlish/ adj 1 lacking refinement or sensitivity 2 rudely 
uncooperative, surly - churlishly adv, churlishness n 
'churn /chuhn/ n 1 a vessel used in making butter in which milk or cream 
is agitated to separate the oily globules from the watery mediu:> 2 Bra 
large metal container for transporting milk [ME chyme, fr OE cyntr, akin 
to OE com grain; fr the granular appearance of cream as it is churned - 
more at 'corn] 

’churn vf 1 to agiute (milk or cream) in a chum in order to make butler 
2 to stir or agitate violently vi 1 to work a chum 2 to produce or be 
in violent motion 

churn out vt to produce prolifically and mechanically, usu without great 
concern for quality - chiefly infhti 

churr /chuh/ vi or n (to make) a vibrant or whirring noise characteristic 
of certain insects and birds (e g the partridge) [imit] 
chuto /shooht/ n 1 a waterfall, rapid, etc 2 an inclined plane, channel, 
or passage down which things may pass 3 a parachute - infml [F, fr OF, 
fr cheoir to fall, fr L cadere - more at chance] 
chutnoy Ahutni/ n a thick condiment or relish of Indian origin that 
contains fruits, sugar, vinegar, and spices [Hindi catni] 
chutzpah also chutzpa /'khootspah, 'hootspah/ n brazen audacity - 
infml [Yiddish, fr LHeb ^ufpih] 


chyle Aiel/ n lymph that is milky from emulsified fats and is produced 
dunng intestinal absorption of fats [LL chylus, fr Gk c/iy/os juice, chyle, 
fr chan to pour - more at 'found] - chylous /’kicbs/ adj 
chylomicron /.kieloh'miekron/ n a microscopic drop of fat occumng in 
the blood dunng fat digestion and assimilation [Gk chylm > mikron, 
neut of mikros small] 

chyme /kicm/ n the semifluid mass of partly digested food expelled by 
the stomach into the duodenum [NL chymus, fr LL, chyle, fr Gk chymos 
juice, fr chan] - chymous adj 

chymotrypsin /.kiemoh'tnpsin/ n an enzyme that breaks down pro- 
teins and IS released into the intestines from the pancreas dunng digestion 
[chyme + -o- ♦ trypsin] 

Ciao /chow/ intetj - used to express greeting or farewell [It, fr It dial . 

alter of schtavo (I am your) slave, fr ML sclavus] 
ciborlum /si'bawn am/ n, pi efboria /-n a/ 1 a goblet-shaped vessel for 
holding the consecrated bread used at Communion 2 a freestanding 
vaulted canopy supported by 4 columns over a high altar [ML, fr L, cup, 
fr Gk kibonon] 

cicada /si'kahda. -'kayda/ n any of a family of insects that have large 
transparent wings and whose males produce a shnll singing noise [NL, 
genus name, fr L, cicada] 

cicala /si'kahb/ n a cicada [It, fr ML. alter of L cicada] 
cicatrice /'sikatrees/ n a cicatnx 

cicatrix /'sika.tnks/ n, pi cicatrices /.sika'tneseez, si'kaytn,seez/ 1 a scar 
resulting after a flesh wound has healed 2 a mark resembling a scar, e g 
a a mark left on a stem after the fall of a leaf or bract b hilum la [L 
cicatnc-, cicatnx] - cicatricial /.sika'tnshfa)!/ adj 
cicatr ize, -ise /sika.tnez/ vt 'scar vi to heal by forming a scar - 
cicatrization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

cicerone /.sisa'rohni, .chicha-/ n, pi ciceroni /-^/ one who acts as a 
guide to antiquities, broadly a guide, mentor [It, fr Cicerone Cicero t43 
BC Roman orator & statesman] 

cichlid ^siklid/ n any of a family of mostly tropical spiny-finned 
freshwater fishes [denv of Gk kichle thrush, a kind of wrasse, akin to Gk 
chelidon swallow - more at ielandine] 

cicfsbeo /.chichiz’bayoh/ n, pi cicisbei A'bay.ee/ a lover or gallant 
(111 

•cide /-Sled/ comb form {-* n) \ killer (insecticide} 2 killing (suicide} 
[MF, fr L -cida ( 1 ) & -cidium (2), fr caedere to cut, kill - more at concise] 

- -cidal comb form ( - adj) 

cider, Br also cyder /'sieda/ n fermented ofien sparkling apple juice [ME 
sidre, ti * »F, fr LL sicera strong dnnk, fr Gk sikera, fr Heb shekhar] 
cig /sig/ >7 a cigarette - infml 

cigar /si'gah/ n a small roll of tobacco leaf for smoking [Sp cigarro] 
cigarette, NAm also cigaret /.siga'ret/ n a narrow cylinder of cut 
tobacco enclosed in paper for smoking; also a similar roll of a herbal or 
narcotic substance [F cigarette, dim of cigare cigar, fr Sp cigarro] 
cigarillo /.siga'nloh, -Vcelyoh/ n. pi cigarillos a very small cigar [Sp 
cigamllo, dim of cigarro] 

ciliary Ailyan/ adj 1 of cilia 2 of or being the ciliary body 
ciliary body n the nnglike muscular body supporting the lens of the eye 
nervf 

cilium Aili-am/ n, pi cilia /-bo/ 1 an eyelash 2 a minute hairlike part, 
esp one capable of a lashing movement that produces locomotion in a 
single-celled organism [NL. fr L. eyelid] - ciliate /-at, -ayt/, ciliated 
/-aytid/ adj, cUiatioo /-’aysh(a)n/ n 

'cinch /sinch/ // 1 NAm girth 1 2a a task performed with ease b sthg 
certain to happen USE {2) infml [Sp cincha, fr L angula girdle, girth, 
fr cmgere] 

’cinch vt 1 NAm to fasten or tighten a girth round (a horse) - often -v 
up 2 to make certain of; assure - infml 
cinchona /sing'kohna/ n (the dried quinine-containing bark oO any of 
a genus of S American trees and shrubs of the madder family [NL, genus 
name, fr Countess of Chinchdn tl641 vicereine of Peru] 
cinchonine Aingkaneen/ n an alkaloid found csp in cinchona bark and 
used like quinine 

cincture Aingkcha/ n a girdle, belt; esp a cloth cord or sash worn round 
an ecclesiastical vestment or the habit of a religious order [L dnetura 
girdle, fr cinctus, pp of cingere to gird; akin to Skt kadci girdle] 
cinder Asinda/ 0 1 (a fragment oO slag (e g from a blast furnace or 
volcano) 2 a fragment of ash 3 a piece of partly burned material (e g coal) 
that will bum further but will not flame [ME sinder, fr OE; akin to OHO 
sinfar dross, slag, OSlav sgdra stalactite] - dadcry adj 
Cinderella /.sinda'reb/ n 1 sby or sthg that suffers undeserved neglect 
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2 sby or sthg that is suddenly raised from obscurity to honour or 
importance [Cinderella, heroine of a fairy-tale] 
cine- /aim*-/ comb form relating to the cinema (cmecameray <cine/7//n> 
[cinema] 

cineaste Ainiast/ n a devotee of films [F c/neasre] 
cinacamara Ainijcamra/ n a simple hand-held camera for making usu 
amateur films 

cinama Amima/ n la films considered esp as an art form, entertain- 
ment, or industry - use ^ the b the art or technique of making films; also 
the effects appropriate to film 2 chiefly Br a theatre where films are 
shown [short for cinematograph] 

cinamagoar Ainima.goh-a/ n one who frequently attends films - 
claeauigohig n or adj 

Cinamaacopa Ainima.skohp/ trademark - used for a method of film 
projection employing a cylindrical lens, an extra-wide screen, and usu 
stereophonic sound 

cinamatic Aini'matik/ adj 1 made and presented as a film fanta- 
sfes> 2 of or suitable for (the making oO films - clnematically adv 
cinamatograph / 3 ini'mau,grahf, -.graf/ n. chiefly Br a film camera or 
projector [F cin^matQgraphe, ft Gk kinemat-, kmema movement (fr 
kindn to move) -o- + -graphe -graph] 
clnamatography Ainima'tografi/ n the art or science of cinema 
photography - ciMmatographer n, cinematographic /sini.maU'grafik/ 
adj, dnematogniphically ndv 

, cinama Varit^ Aeritay/ n the art or technique of film-making so as 
to convey documentary-style realism [F cinema-verite, lit., truth 
cinema] 

cinaola /siniohl/ n a liquid with a camphor smell contained in many 
essential oils, esp that of eucalyptus [ISV, by transposition fr NL oleum 
cinae wormseed oil] 

CInarama /^ina'rahma/ trademark - used for a method of film projec- 
tion employing 3 projectors, an extra-wide concave screen, and stereo- 
phonic sound 

cinama ria AinaYeon-a/ n any of several composite pot plants with 
heart-shaped leaves and clusters of bnght flower heads [NL, fr L. fern of 
cinenuius of ashes, fr ciner-, cinis ashes] 

cinararium /,sina'rean<am/ n, pi cineraria /-n-a/ a place where the 
ashes of the cremated dead are kept [L, fr ciner-, cinis] - cinerary 
Ainaran/ adj 

Cingalaaa /,sing<ga'leez/ n, pi Cingalese (a) Sinhalese 
cinnabar Ainabah/ n 1 naturally occurring red mercuric sulphide 2 a 
European moth with greyish black fore wings marked with red and clear 
reddish pink hind wings [ME cynabare, fr MF & L; MF cenobre, fr L 
cinnabaris, fr Gk kinnaban, of non-IE ongin; akin to Ar rinjafr cin- 
nabar] 

cfn.namic 'acid /sa'namik/ n an odourless acid found esp in cinnamon 
oil and storax 

cinnamon /'sinaman/ n 1 (any of several trees of the laurel family with) 
an aromatic bark used as a spice 2 light yellowish brown [MEcynamone, 
fr L dnnamomum, cinnamon, fr Gk kinnamomon, kinnamon, of non-IE 
origin; akin to Heb qinnamon cinnamon] - cinnamic /sa'namik/ adj 
cinquacanto /.chingkwi'chentoh/ n the 16th century, esp in Italian art 
[It, lit., five hundred, fr cinque five (fr L quinque) + cento hundred, fr 
L centum - more at hundred] - cinquecratist n 
cinquafoll Aingk.foyl/ n 1 any of a genus of plants of the rose family 
with S-lobed leaves 2 a design enclosed by 5 joined arcs arranged in a 
circle [ME sink foil, fr MF cincfoille, fr L quinquefolium, fr quinlfue five 
•f folium leaf - more at blade] 

'Cinqua .Port /singk/ n any of orig S and now 7 towns on the SE coast 
of England with ancient privileges because of their importance in naval 
defence [back-formation fr Cinque Ports, pi. fr OF anq ports five ports, 
fr L quinque portus] 

*clphar also cypher /siefa/ n la zero 1 b sby who or sthg that has no 
worth or influence; a nonentity 2a a method of transforming a text in 
order to conceal its meaning - compare code 3b b a message in code 3 
any of the Arabic numerals 4 a combination of symbolic letters; esp a 
monogram [ME, fr MF cifre, fr ML cifn, fr Ar fifr empty, cipher, 
zero] 

*dipher also cypher vr 1 to encipher 2 to compute arithmetically 
circa Auhka/prep at, in. or of approximately - used esp with dates (bom 
- ISOCy [L. fr circum round ~ more at circum-] 
circadian /suhliaydi-an/ adj being, having, characterized by, or occur- 
ring in approximatdy day-long periods or cycles (e g of biological activity 

orfunctionX^ rhytbmsy <-«' leaf movementsy [Lcj *‘“"it dies day 

+ E -an- more at deity] 


Circassian /suh'kasi-sn/ n or adj (a member or the language) of a group 
of peoples of the Caucasus not of Indo-European speech [Circassia, 
region of Russia] 

circinate Auhsi.nayt/ adj rolled or coiled (with the top as a centre) 
fern fronds unfolding} [L circinatus, pp of circmare to round, fr circinus 
pair of compasses, fr cirrus] - circinately adv 
'circle Auhkl/ n la a closed plane curve every point of which is 
equidistant from a fixed point within the curve b the plane surface 
bounded by such a curve 2 sthg in the form of (an arc of) a circle, e g 
a a balcony or tier of seats in a theatre b a circle formed on the surface 
of a sphere (e g the earth) by the intersection of a plane 3 cycle, round 
(the wheel has come full > 4 sing oi pi in constr a group of people 
sharing a common interest, activity, or leader (the gossip of court s> 
USE (/) MATHEMATICS [ME ccfclc, fr OF, fr L circulus, dim of 
circus nng, circus, fr or akin to Gk knkos, kirkos nng] 

^circle vb circling /'suhkling, 'suhkl-ing/ vt 1 to enclose (as iO m a circle 
2 to move or revolve round ~ vi to move (as lO m a circle - circler 
Auhkb, 'suhkl-a/ n 

circiBt Auhklit/ n a little circle, esp a circular ornament 
circlip Auh.klip/ trademark ~ used for a clip that encircles a tubular 
fitting and is held in place by its natural tension 
circuit Auhkit/ n 1 a closed loop encompassing an area 2a a course 
round a penphery b a racetrack 3a a regular tour (e g by a judge) round 
an assigned area or terntory b the route travelled c a group of church 
congregations with 1 pastor (eg in the Methodist church) 4a the 
complete path of an electnc current, usu including the source of energy 
b an array of electneal components connected so as to allow the passage 
of current c a 2-way communication path between points (eg in a 
computer) Sa an association or league of similar groups b a chain of 
theatres at which productions are presented successively [ME, fr MF 
circuite, fr L circuitus, fr pp of circumire, circuire to go round, fr circum- 
f ire to go ' more at issue] - circuital adj 
'circuit .breaker n a switch that automatically interrupts an electnc 
circuit under an infrequent abnormal condition 
circuitous /suh'kyooh>itds/ adj indirect in route or method, roundabout 

- circuitously adv, circuitousness, circuity /^'kyooh sti/ n 
circuitry Auhkitn/ n (a system oO electneal circuits 

'circular Auhkyoola/ adj 1 having the form of a circle 2 moving in or 
desenbing a circle or spiral 3 marked by the fallacy of assuming sthg 
which IS to be demonstrated <- arguments} 4 marked by or moving in 
a cycle 5 intended for circulation [ME circuler, fr MF, fr LL circulans, 
fr L circulus circle] - circularity /-'larati/ n, circularly /-bli/ adv, 
circulamess /-b,nis/ n 

Circular n a paper (eg a leaflet or advertisement) intended for wide 
distnbution 

circular>ize. -ise /'suhkyoob.riez/ vt 1 to send circulars to 2 to 
publicize, esp by means of circulars - circularization /-ric- 
'zaysh(3)n/ n 

.circular 'letter n a letter of which many copies are made for distnbution 
to a number of people 

circular measure n the measure of an angle in radians 
.circular 'saw n a power-dnven saw that has its teeth set on the edge 
of a revolving metal disc 

circulate Auhkyoo,layt/ vi 1 to move in a circle, circuit, or orbit; esp 
to follow a course that returns to the starting point (blood through 
the body} 2 to pass from person to person or place to place, e g a to flow 
without obstruction b to become well knowB or widespread (rumours 
'-d through the town} c to go from group to group at a social gathering 
d to come into the hands of readers; speci/ to become sold or distributed 
vt to cause to circulate [L ciiculatus, pp of pirculare, fr circulus circle] 

- circulatable /-.laytabl/ adj, circulative /-bdv/ adj, circulator /-.layta/ 
u, drcolatory /-btri/ adj 

circulation /,8uhkyoo'laysh(3)n/ n 1 a flow 2 orderly movement 
through a circuit; esp the movement of blood through the vessels of the 
body induced by the pumping action of the heart 3a passage or trans- 
mission from person to person or place to place; esp the interchange of 
currency (cmns in b the extent of dissemination; esp the average 
number of copies of a publication sold over a given period 
'circulatotY .ayatam /subbyoobtri, ,suhkyoo'layt(a)ri/ n the system 
of blood, blood and lymphatic vessels, and heart concerned with the 
circulation of the blood and lymph '3r anatomy 
circum- /suhkam-/ prefix round; about (circumnavi^fe) [OF or L; OF, 
fr L, fr circum, fr circus circle - more at circle] 

.circum'ambulate /-'ambyoolayt/ vt to walk round, esp in a ritual 



fashion - fml (LL circumambuktus, pp of cirvumambularc, fr L circum- 
+ ambutare to walk] 

circumcise Auhkani,siez/ vt to cut off the foreskin of (a male) or the 
clitoris of (a female) [ME circumctsen, fr L circumcisus, pp of circum- 
cidere, fr circum- + caedere to cut - more at concise] - circum- 
ciser n 

.circum'cisfon /-'sizh(3)n/ n 1 a Jewish ntc of circumcising performed 
on male infants as a sign of inclusion in the Jewish religious community 
2 cap January I observed as a church festival in Commemoration of the 
circumcision of Jesus [circumcise ♦ -ion] 
circumference /suh'kumfarans/ n 1 the penmetcr of a circle — 
MATHEMATICS 2 the extcmal boundary or surface of a figure or object 
[ME, fr MF, fr L circumferentia, fr circumferre to carry round, fr circum- 
4 fcrre to carry - more at ^bear] - circumferential /-,kumfa'rensh(a)l/ 
adj 

'circumflex Auhkmi.fleks/ adj marked with or having the sound 
indicated by a circumflex [L circumflexus, pp of circumfJectere to bend 
round, mark with a circumflex, fr circum- 4 fJectere to bend] 
’circumflex n an accent mark * , , or ' used in vanous languages to 

mark length, contraction, or a particular vowel quality symbol 
.circumlo'cution /-b'kyoohshfajn/ n 1 the use of an unnecessarily 
large number of words to express an idea 2 evasive speech [L circumlocu- 
tion-. circumlocutio, fr circum- 4 locutio speech, fr locutus, pp of loqut 
to speak] - circumlocutioua /-'kyoohshas/ adj, circumlocutory 
/-'lokyoot(a)n/ adj 

.circum'lunar /-'loohna/ adj revolving round or surrounding the 
moon 

,circum'neviga\e /-'navigayt/ vt to go round, esp to travel completely 
round (the earth), esp by sea [L circumnavigatus, pp of circumnavigare 
to sail round, fr circum- « navigare to navigate] - circumnavigator n, 
circumnavigation /-'gaysh(a)n/ n 

.circum'polar /-'pohb/ adj I of a celestial body continually visible 
above the horizon 2 surrounding or found near a pole of the earth 
'circum,spect /-,spekt/ adj careful to consider all circumstan^ and 
possible consequences, prudent [ME, fr MF or L, MF circonspect, fr L 
circumspectus, fr pp of circumspicere to look around, be cautious, fr 
circum- f ^pecere to look - more at spy] - circumspection /''spcksh(a)n/ 
/I, circumspectly /-.spektli/ adv 

,circum'scription /-'sknpsh(a)n/ n (a) circumsenbing or being circum- 
scribed; esp (the act of imposing) a restriction [L circumscnption-, 
circumsenptio, fr circumsciiptus, pp of circumsenbere] 

'circum,8pect /-,spekt/ adj careful to consider all circumstances and 
possible consequences; prudent [ME, fr MF or L, MF circonspect, fr L 
circumspectus, fr pp of circumspicere to look around, be cautious, fr 
circum- 4 specere to look - more at spy] - circumspection /-'speksh(a)n/ 
n circumspectly /-, spektli/ adv 

circumstance /'suhkam,stahns, -stans, -stans/ /i 1 a condition or event 
that accompanies, causes, or determines another; also the sum of such 
conditions or events (^economic ^ > 2a a state of affairs, an occurrence 
<open rebellion was a rare ^ - often pi with sing, meaning <a victim of 
^ s> h pi situation with regard to matenal or financial welfare </ie 
in easy s> 3 attendant formalities and ceremony (pomp and ^ > 4 an 
incident viewed as part of a narrative or course of events; a fact [ME, fr 
MF, fir L circumstantia, fr circumstant-, circumstans, prp of circumstare 
to stand round, fr circum- 4 stare to stand - more at stand] - in/under 
the circttinsUncet because of the conditions, considenng the situation 
'circumstanced adj placed in specifled circumstances, esp in regard to 
property or income 

circumstantial /.suhkam'stanshCa)!, -'stahnsh(9)l/ adj 1 belonging to, 
consisting in. or dependent on circumstances 2 pertinent but not essential; 
incidental - circumstantiality /-shi'abti/ n. circumstantially /-sh(3)l-i/ 
adv 

.circum.stantial 'evidence n evidence that tends to prove a fact 
indirectly by proving other events or circumstances which afford a basis 
for drawing conclusions 

circumstantiate /.suhk3m'stanshi,ayt/ vt to supply with circumstan- 
tial evidence or support 

.circum'vallate /-'valayt/ adj surrounded (as if) by a rampart [L 
circumvallatus, pp of circumvallMie to surround with a wall, fr circum- 
+ vallare to fortify with a wall, fr vallum rampart - more at wall ] > 
drcumvallatioB /•va'laysh(3)n/ n 

.circum'vent /-'vent/ vt to check or evade, esp by ingenuity or stratagem 
[L circumventus, pp of cirvumvenire, fr circum- + venire to come - more 
at come ] - dreamvestioB /•'veitsh(3)n/ n 

circua Auhkas/ n la a large circular or oval stadium used esp for sports 


contests or spectacles b a public spectacle 2a (the usu covered arena 
housing) an entertainment in which a variety of performers (e g acrobats 
and clowns) and performing animals are involved in a senes of unrelated 
acts b an activity suggestive of a circus (e g in being a busy scene of noisy 
or fnvolous action) 3 Bra road junction in a town partly surrounded by 
a circle of buildings - usu in proper names (Piccadilly Circus) [L, nng, 
circus - more at circle] - dreusy adj 
cir4 /siray (frsire)/ n (a fabric with) a highly glazed fmish, usu achieved 
by waxing and heating [F, fr pp of cirer to wax, fr are wax, fr L erra - 
more at cerumen] 

cire perdue /,sia pea'dooh (Fr sixr prrdy)/ n a process used in metal 
casting in which a clay impression of an object (e g a statue) is formed 
from a wax model which is then melted away leaving a mould into which 
molten melal can be poured [F (mouJage a) are perdue, lit , lost wax 
casting] 

'ciri .bunting /suhl/ n a small yellow olive and black European bunting 
[NL cirlus, specific epithet, fr It cirlo, of imit origin] 
cirque /suhk/ n 1 a deep steep-walled basin on a mountain 
geography 2 archaic circus la [F, fr L circus] 
cirr-, cirri-, cirro- comb form cirrus (cirnped) <cirrose> <cirrQsrnifiis> 
[NL c/rru.s] 

cirrhosis /si'rohsis/ n, pi cirrhoscs /-.setiJ hardening (of the liver) 
caused by excessive formation of connective tissue [NL, fr Gk kirrhos 
orange-coloured] - cirrhotic /-'rotik/ adj or n 
cirriped /‘sin.ped/, cirripede /-.peed/ n a barnacle or related marine 
crustacean permanently attached (e g to a rock) as an adult [denv of NL 
cirr- 4 L ped-, pes foot - more at foot] - cirriped adj 
cirrocumulus /.siroh'kyoohmyoolas/ n a cloud formation consistmg of 
small white rounded masses at a high altitude, usu in regular groupings 
forming a mackerel sky [NL] 

cirrostratus /.siroh'strahtM/ n a uniform layer of high stratus clouds 
that are darker than cirrus wea pher [NL] 
cirrus /'siros/ n, pi cirri /-ne/ 1 tendril 1 2 a slender usu flexible 
(invertebrate) animal appendage 3 a wispy wlute cloud formation usu of 
minute ice crystals formed at high altitudes weather [NL, fr L, 
curl] 

cis /sLs/ adj characterized by having identical atoms or groups on the same 
side of the molecule - usu ital, often m combination <ci8- 
dichloroethylene\ compare trans [L, on this side] 
cis- /sis-/ prefix on this side of <cisponf//ie> (cisatlantic^ [L, fr as - more 
at he] 

cisalpine /sis'alpien/ adj south of the Alps 

cislunar /sis'loohna/ adj between the earth and the moon spaced 
cissy, aiasy /sisi/ n, Br 1 an effeminate boy or man 2 a cowardly person 
USE infml [cissy, alter of sissy, fr sis (short for sister) 4 '-y] > ciny 
adj 

cist /sist/ n a neolithic or Bronze Age stone bunal chamber [W, chest, 
fr L cisla] 

Cistercian /si'stuhsh(9)n/ n a member of an austere Benedictine order 
founded by St Robert of Molesme in 1098 at CTteaux in France [ML 
Cisteraum Ctcaux] - Ciiterciss adj 
cistern Aist(a)n/ n an artificial reservoir for stonng liquids, esp water: 
e g a a tank at the top of a house or building b a water reservoir for a 
toilet c chiefly NAm a usu underground tank for stonng rainwater [ME, 
fr OF cisteme, fr L cistema, fr asta box, chest] 
cistron /'sistron/ n a gene consistmg of a segment of DNA which codes 
for a particular enzyme, RNA molecule, etc [cis- 4 trans- 4 *-on] - 
cistroaic /-'slronik/ adj 

citadel AitadI, -,del/ n 1 a fortress; esp one that commands a city 2 a 
stronghold (MF citaddle, fr Olt cittadella, dim. of cittade city, fr ML 
civitat-. civitas - more at city] 

citation /sie'taysh(a)n/ n la an act of citing or quoting b a quotation 
2 a mention; specif specific reference in a military dispatch to mentonous 
conduct - citatkMial adj 

cite /siet/ vt 1 to call upon to appear before a court 2 to quote by way 
of example, authority, precedent, or proof Biblical passagesy 3 to 
refer to or name; esp to mention formally in commendation or praise [MF 
citer to cite, summon, fr L citare to put tn motion, rouse, summon, fr dtus, 
pp of acre to stir, move] - citable adj 

cithara Aithara, 'ki-/ n an ancient Greek stringed instrument of the lyre 
family with a wooden sounding board [L, fr Gk kithara] 
citharn Aidhuhn/ n a cittern 

citiaan /'sitiz(a)n/ n 1 an inhabitant of a city or town; esp a freeman 2 
a (native or naturalized) member of a state [ME citizein, fr AF dtetein, 
alter, of OF citden, fr cite city] - cidsealy adj, citiaeaihip a 
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'citizenry /-n/ n smg or pi in constr the whole body of citizens 
.Citizens' 'Band n a system of radio communication by which pnvate 
individuals, esp drivers, can transmit messages to one another 
citr-, cltrl*, citro- comb form 1 citrus <citncu//ure> 2 citnc acid <citrare> 
(NL, fr O’rrus, genus name] 

citrate Aitrayt, 'steV n a salt or ester of citnc aad [ISV] 

.citric 'acid Aitrik/ n an acid occurnng in lemons, limes, etc. formed 
as an intermediate in cell metabolism, and used as a flavounng [ISV] 
.citric 'acid .cycle n krebs cyci e 

'citrine Aitrin/ adj resembling a lemon, esp in colour [M£, fr MF citnn, 
fr ML atrinus, fr L citrus citron tree] 

Citrine n semiprecious yellow quartz 

citron Aitran/ n 1 a (tree that bears) fruit like the lemon but larger and 
with a thicker nnd 2 the preserved nnd of the citron, used esp in cakes 
and puddings [ME, fr MF. fr OProv, modif of L citrus citron tree] 
citronella Aitra'neb/ n a fragrant S Asian grass that yields an oil used 
in perfumery and as an insect repellent [NL, fr F citronnelk lemon balm, 
fr citron] 

citrous Aitras/ adj of or being citrus trees or their fruit 
citrus Aitras/ n, pi citrus, citruses any of several often thorny trees and 
shrubs of the rue family grown in warm regions for their edible 
thick-nnded juicy fruit (e g the orange or lemon) [NL, genus name, fr L, 
atron tree] - citrus adj 

cittern Aitan/ n a plucked stringed instrument popular esp in Renais- 
sance England [blend of cither and gittem] 

city Aiti/ n la a large town b an incorporated Irtish town that has a 
cathedral or has had civic status conferred on it counfy c a usu 
large chartered muniapality in the USA 2 a city-state 3a the financial 
and commercial area of London b cap, sing or pi in constr the influential 
financial interests of the Bntish economy [ME citie large or small town, 
fr OF cite capital city, fr ML civitat-, civitas, fr L, citizenship, state, city 
of Rome, fr cm's citizen - more at home] 

.city 'fsthsr n an important official or prominent citizen of a city 
.city 'hall n the chief administrative building of a city 
.city alickar n, NAm a slicker - infml 

.city-'atata n an autonomous state consisting of a city and surrounding 
territory 

civet /'sivit/ n a thick yellowish musky-smelling substance extracted from 
a pouch near the sexual organs of the civet cat and used in perfumery 
[MF civette, fr Olt zibetto, fr Ar zabad civet perfume] 

'civet .cat n a long-bodied short-legged flesh-ealing African mammal 
from which civet is obtained 

civic Aivik/ adj of a citizen, a city, or citizenship [L civicus, fr civis 
citizen] - civically Akli/ adv 

'civic .centre n, Br an area where a planned group of the chief public 
buildings of a town are situated 

'civics n pi but smg or pi in constr a social science dealing with the rights 
and duties of citizens 
civies Aiviz/ n pi civvies 

civil Aivl/ adj 1 of citizens <>« libertiesy 2 adequately courteous and 
polite; not rude 3 relating to pnvate nghts as distinct from cnminal 
proceedings law 4 of time based on the sun and legally recognized 
for use in ordinary affairs 5 of or involving the general public as 
distinguished from special (e g military or religious) affairs [ME, fr MF, 
fr L ctvilis, fr avis] - civilly Aiv(a)l-i/ adv. 

.civil de'fence n, often cap CAD protective measures organized by and 
for civilians against hostile attack, esp from the air, or natural disaster 
.civil .diso'bcdience n refusal to obey governmental demands (eg 
payment of tax) as a means of forcing concessions 
.civil •ngi'neor n an engineer whose training or occupation is in the 
designing and construction of large-scale public works (e g roads or 
bridges) - civil engineering ii 

civilian /si'vilyan/ n one who is not in the army, navy, air force, or other 
uniformed public body - civilian adj, civilianizc /-jmez/ vt, civilianiza- 
don /-nkfzaysh(9)n/ n 

civiHty /si'vibti/ n 1 courtesy, politeness 2 a pohte act or expression - 

1ISU pi 

civIMzation, -iaadon /3ivilie'zaysh(9)n, -li-/ n la a relatively high level 
of cultural and technological development b the culture charactenstic of 
a particular time or place 2 the process of becoming civilized 3 life in a 
place that offien the comforts of the modem world; specif Wfe in a city - 
often humor 

civil'ita, -be Aiv(9)l4ez/ w 1 to cause to develop out of a pnmitive state; 
Specif to bring to a technically advanced and rationally ordered suge of 
cultural devdoptnent 2 to educate, refine - civilizaUe adj, dvilizer n 


‘civil-ized, -ised adj of or being peoples or nations in a state of civiliza- 
tion 

.civil 'law n, often cap CAL 1 roman law 2 the body of private law 
developed from Roman law as distinct from common law 3 the law 
established by a nation or state for its own Junsd^tion (e g as distinct from 
international law) 4 the law of pnvate nghts law 
.civil 'liberty n a nght or freedom of the individual citizen in relation to 
the state (e g freedom of speech); also such nghts or freedoms considered 
collectively - civil libertarian n 

'civil .list n an annual allowance by Parliament for the expenses of the 
monarch and royal family 

.civil 'marriage n a marnage involving a civil contract but no religious 
rite 

.civil 'rights n pi civil liulkhes, esp those of status equality between 
races or groups - civil righter, civil rightist n 
.civil 'servant n a member of a civil service 

.civil 'service n smg or pi in constr the administrative service of a 
government or international agency, exclusive of the armed forces 
.civil ‘war n a war between opposing groups of citizens of the same 
country 

civvies, civies Aiviz/ n pi civilian as distinguished from military clothes 

- slang [by shortening & alter.] 

'civvy .street /'sivi/ n, often cap CAS, Br civilian life as opposed to life 
in the services - slang 

dacha n Alak(h)dn, 'klah-/ n, Scot A Insh a small village, a hamlet 
[ME, fr ScGael] 

'clack Alak/w 1 chatter 2 - infml 2 to make an abrupt stnking sound 
or sounds vt to cause to make a clatter [ME clacken, of imit ongin] 

- clicker n 

^clack n 1 rapid continuous talk, chatter - infml 2 a sound of clack- 
ing 

'clad Alad/ adj being covered or clothed </vy-clad buildings} in 
tweeds} [pp of clothe] 

^clad vt -dd-; did to cover with cladding 
*clad n cladding 

cladding Alading/ n a thin covering or overlay (e g of stone on a 
building or metal on a metal core) 

cladistics Ab'distiks/ n pi but smg m constr a theory that desenbes the 
relationship between types of organism on the assumption that their 
shanng of a unique characteristic (e g the hair of mammals) possessed by 
no other organism indicates their descent from a single common ancestor 
[c/ade (group of organisms evolved from a common ancestor, fr Gk klados 
branch) -istics (as in statistics)] 

cladode /'kladohd/ n a branch that closely resembles a leaf and often 
bears leaves or flowers [NL cladodium, fr Gk klados branch] - clidodiil 
/-'dohdi-al/ adj 

'claim Alaym/ vt la to ask for, esp as a nght <'^ed Supplementary 
Benefit} b to require, demand c to take, account for 3 plague ^ ed 
thousands of lives} 2 to take as the nghtful owner 3 to assert in the face 
of possible contradiction, maintain <'^ed that he'd been cheated} [ME 
claimen, fr OF darner, fr L clamare to cry out, shout, akin to L calare 
to call - more at 'low] - claimable adj, claimer n 
’claim n 1 a demand for sthg (believed to be) due (insurance '^ > 2a a 
nght or title to sthg b an assertion open to challenge (a to fame} 3 
sthg claimed; esp a tract of land staked out 
claimant /'klaymant/ n one who asserts a right or entitlement 
clairvoyance Alea'voyans/ n 1 the power or faculty of discerning 
objects not apparent to the physical senses 2 the ability to perceive 
matters beyond the range of ordinary perception [F, fr clairvoyant 
clear-sighted, fr clair clear (fr L clarus) + vogant, prp of voir to see, fr 
> L videre] - clairvoyant adj or n 

clam Alam/ n 1 any of numerous edible marine molluscs (e g a scallop) 
living in sand or mud 2 a freshwater musscL [clam, n (clamp), fr OE 
clamm bond, fetter; fr the clamping action of the shells] 

'clam.baka /-.bayk/ n, NAm 1 an outdoor party; esp a seashore outing 
where food is cooked on heated rocks covered by seaweed 2 a gathering 
charactenzed by noisy sociability; esp a political rally [clam 4 bake] 
clambak Aklamba/ vi to climb awkwardly or with difftculty [ME 
dambren-, akin to OE climban to climb] - clanberer n 
clammy /'klami/ adj being damp, clinging, and usu cool [ME, prob fr 
dammen to sihear, stick, fr OE dieman\ akin to OE dreg clay] - danunily 
adv, damminesa n 

clamour, NAm chiefly clamor /klama/ vi or n I (to engage in) noisy 
shouting 2 (to make) a loud continuous noise 3 (to make) insistent public 
expression (e g of support or protest) (the ~ for representation} [n ME 
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clamor, fr MF clamour, fr L clamor, fr clamare to cry out, vb fr nj - 
clamorous adj, clamorously adv, clamourousness n 
'clamp Alamp/ n 1 a device that holds or compresses 2 or more parts 
firmly together 2 a heap of wooden sticks or bricks for burning, finng, 
etc [ME, prob fr (assumed) MD klampc, akin to OE clamm bond, 
fetter] 

’clamp vt 1 to fasten (as lO with a clamp an artery^ 2 to hold 
tightly 

’clamp n, Br a heap of potatoes, turnips, etc covered over with straw or 
earth [prob fr D klamp heap] 

clamp down vi to impose restrictions, also to make restrictions more 
stringent ~ clamp<down n 
clam up VI to become silent - infml 

clan Alan/ n la a (Highland Scots) Celtic group of households 
descended from a common ancestor b a group of people related by family 
(the Kennedy > 2 a usu close-knit group united by a common interest 
or common charactenstics [ME, fr ScGael clann offspring, clan, fr Olr 
eland plant, offspring, fr L planta plant] - clansman Alanzman/ n 
clandestine Alan'destin, 'klandastin/ adj held in or conducted with 
secrecy, surreptitious [MF or L, MF clandestm, fr L clandestinus, irreg 
fr clam secretly, akin to L celare to hide - more at hki l] - clandestinely 
adv 

clang /klang/ vi 1 to make a loud metallic ringing sound (anvils ^ed> 
2esp of a crane or goose to utter a harsh cry - vt to cause to clang <— 
a belt) [L clangere, akin to Gk klarcm to scream, bark. OE hidwan to 
low] - clang n 

clanger Alang a/ n. Br a blunder - mfml [c7an^ i ^-er] 
clangour, A/A/n chie/ly clangor /'klang(g)9/ vi or n (to make) a resound- 
ing clang or medley of clangs (the of hammers') [n L clangor, fr 
clangere, vb fr n] - clangorous adj, clangorously adv 
'clank Alangk/ vb to (cause to) make a clank or senes of clanks [prob 
imit] - clanidngly adv 
’clank n a sharp brief metallic sound 

clannish /'klanish/ adj tending to associate only with a select group of 
similar background, status, or interests [ci an 4 -ish] - clannishly adv, 
clannishness n 

'clap Alap/ vb -pp< vt 1 to strike (c g 2 flat hard surfaces) together so as 
to produce a loud sharp percussive noise 2a to strike (the hands) together 
repeatedly, usu in applause b to applaud 3 to stnke with the flat of the 
hand in a fnendly way 4 to place, put, or set, esp energetically - infml 
him in irons) (rinest vessel I ever ped eyes on) -- vi 1 to produce 
a sharp percussive noise 2 to applaud [ME clappen, fr OE cixppan, akin 
to OHG klaphon to beat, L gleba clod - more at 'clip] 

’clap /I 1 a loud sharp percussive noise, specif of thunder 2 a fnendly slap 
(a ^ on the shoulder) 3 the sound of clapping hands, esp applause 
’clap n vENFRFAi disease; esp gonorrhoea ~ slang [MF clapoir bubo] 
clapboard /'klabad, 'klap,bawd/ n, SAm weatherboard [part trans of 
D klaphout stave wotxl] - clapboard vt 
.clappad 'out adj, chiefly Br, esp of machinery (old and) worn-out, liable 
to break down irreparably - inf^mi 

clapper /'klapa/ n the tongue of a bell ['clap 4 ^-er] ~ like the clappers 
Br as fast as possible - infml; 4 run or go 

'clapper-.board n a hinged board containing identifying details of the 
scene to be filmed that is held before the camera and banged together to 
mark the beginning and end of each take 
claptrap /'klap.trap/ n pretentious nonsense, rubbish - infml [V/ap 4 
'trap’, fr its attempt to win applause] 
claque Alak/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a group hired to applaud at a 
performance 2 a group of self-interested obsequious flatterers [F. fr 
claquer to clap, of imit ongin] 

clarence Alarans/ n a closed 4-wheeled 4-passenger carriage [Duke of 
Clarence, later William IV of England tl837] 
claret /'klant/ n I a dry red Bordeaux 2 a dark purplish red colour 
[ME, fr MF (vin) claret clear wine, fr claret clear, fr cicr clear] - claret 
adj 

clarify Alari,fle/ vt 1 to make (e g a liquid) clear or pure, usu by freeing 
from suspended matter 2 to make free from confusion 3 to make 
understandable vi to become clear [ME clanfien, fr MF clarifier, fr LL 
clarificare, fr L clarus clear - more at cifar] - clarlflcation 
/,klarifi'kaysh(a)n/ n, clarifler Alari.fle>a/ n 

clarinet /.klari'net/ n a single-reed woodwind instrument with a usual 
range from D below middle C upwards for 3 Vi octaves [F clarinette, prob 
deriv of ML clarion-, clario] - elarinettist, NAm chiefly clarinetist 
/■'netist/ n 


'clarion /'klanon/ n (the sound oO a medieval trumpet [ME, fr MF k 
ML. MF clairon, fr ML clanon-, clario, fr L clarus clear] 

’clarion adj brilliantly clear (a call to action) 
clarity /'klarsti/ n the quality or state of being clear [ME clante, fr L 
clantat-, clantas, fr clarus] 

clarkia /klahki a/ n a showy annual N American garden plant of the 
evening-primrose family [NL, fr William Clark tI838 US explorer] 
clary /’klean/ n any of several plants of the mmt family, closely related 
to sage [ME clane, fr MF sclaree, fr ML sclareia] 

'clash Alash/ vi l to make a clash (cymbals ^ed> 2a to come into 
conflict b to form a displeasing combination; not match (these colours 
^ vt to cause to clash [imit] - dasher n 
’clash /i 1 a noisy usu metallic sound of collision 2a a hostile encounter 
b a sharp conflict (a — of opinions) 

'clasp Alahsp/ n 1 a device for holding objects or parts of sthg together 
(the of a necklace) 2 a holding or enveloping (as iQ with the hands 

or arms [ME claspe] 

’clasp vt 1 to fasten (as lO with a clasp 2 to enclose and hold with the 
arms, specif to embrace 3 to seize (as iQ with the hand, grasp 
clasper /*klahsp9/ n a male copulatory structure of some insecu and 
fishes [Vlasp 4 ^-fr] 

'clasp .knife n a large single-bladed folding knife having a catch to hold 
the blade open 

'class Alahs/ n la sing or pi in constr a group shanng the same economic 
or social status in a society consisting of several groups with diffenng 
statuses - often pi with sing meaning (the labounng ^es> b(l) social 
rank (2) the system of diflerentiating society by classes c high quality; 
elegance 2 sing or pi in constr a body of students meeting regularly to 
study the same subject 3 a group, set, or kind shanng common attnbutes 
e g a a category in biological classification ranking above the order and 
below the phylum or division b a grammatical category 4a a division or 
rating based on grade or quality b Br a level of university honours degree 
awarded to a student according to ment (what ^ did she getT) [F classe, 
fr L classis group called to arms, class of citizens, akin to L calare to call 
- more at ‘low] 

’clast vt to classify 

'class-, conscious adj 1 actively aware of one’s common status with 
others in a particular class 2 taking part in class war - 
class-consciousness n 

'classic /"klasik/ adj la of recognized value or merit, serving as a 
standard of excellence b both traditional and endunng (a hentage) 
c charactenzed by simple tailored and elegant lines that remain in fashion 
year after year (a suit) 2 classical 2 3a authoritative, definitive b 
being an example that shows clearly the charactenstics of some group of 
things or occurrences, archetypal [F or L. F classique, fr L classtcus of 
the highest class of Roman citizens, of the first rank, fr c/assis] 
’classic n la a literary work of ancient Greece or Rome b pi Greek and 
Latin literature, history, and philosophy considered as an academic 
subject 2a (the author oO a work of lasting excellence b an authontative 
source 3 a classic example, archetype 4 an important long-established 
sporting event, specif, Br any of 5 flat races for horses (e g the Epsom 
Derby) 

classical Alasikl/ adj 1 standard, classic 2 of the (hterature, art, 
architecture, or ideals of the) ancient Greek and Roman world 3a of or 
being (a composer oO music of the late 1 8th c and early 19th c character- 
ized by an emphasis on simplicity, objectivity, and proportion b of or 
being music in the educated European tradition that includes such forms 
as chamber music, opera, and symphony as distinguished from folk, 
popular music, or jazz 4a both authontative and traditional b(l) of or 
being systems or methods that constitute an accepted although not 
necessanly modem approach to a subject < ^ Mendelian genetics) (2) not 
involving relativity, wave mechanics, or quantum theory physics) 5 
concerned with instruction in the classics [L classicus] 
classicallty /.klasi'kabti/ n the quality or state of being classic or 
classical 

clasaically Alasikli/ adv in a classic or classical manner 
classicism AlasieSiz(»)m/, claailcallan Alasikl.iz(a)ni/ n la the prin- 
ciples or style embodied in classical literature, art, or architecture b a 
classical idiom or expression 2 adherence to traditional standards (e g of 
simplicity, restraint, and proportion) that are considered to have universal 
and lasting worth - clasricaliat /-k(a)l,ist/, classldat /-.sist/ n, clavicii- 
tic /-'sistik/ adj 

classic ize, -Im /'klasisiez/ vt to make classic or classical 
classification /3tlasift‘kaysh(»)n/ n 1 classifying 2a systematic 
arrangement in groups according to established criteria; specif taxonomy 
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b a class, category - claasiflcatorlly /-'kayt(3)r3ii/ adv, claasiflcatory 
/.klasifi'kayt(»)h, kb'sirik9t(3)ri/ adj 

clataif M Alasi,ried/ adj withheld from general circulation for reasons 
of national security mformationy 

Claaaify Alasifie/ vt 1 to arrange in classes 2 to assign to a category 
^ clasaifiable /-.fie-abl/ adj, classifler /-.fie a/ n 
Claaalaaa /'klahslis/ adj l free from class distinction <a ^ society^ 2 
belonging to no particular social class - claaalessness n 
'claaa.mata /-.mayt/ n a member of the same class m a school or 
college 

'claaaroom /-room, -.roohm/ n a room where classes meet 
'claaa .war n the struggle for power between workers and property 
owners assumed by Marxist theory to develop in a capitalist society 
claasy Alahsi/ adj elegant, stylish - infml > claaainess n 
claatic /kiastik/ adj made up of fragments of preexisting rocks [ISV, fr 
Ok ktastos broken, fr klan to break - more at 'halt] - clastic n 
clathrata Alath,rayt/ adj of or being a compound formed by the 
inclusion of molecules of one kind in the crystal lattice of another [L 
dathratus, fr dathri (pi) lattice, fr Gk kleithron bar, fr klciein to close - 
more at *close] - clathrate n 

'clatter /'klata/ vi 1 to make a clatter (jhe dishes ^ed on the shelf) 2 
to move or go with a clatter ed down the stairs) 3 to prattle vt to 
cause to clatter [ME datren, fr (assumed) 0£ datnan, of imit origin] - 
clatterer n, clatteringly adv 

^clatter n 1 a rattling sound (e g of hard bodies sinking together) <r/re 
of pots and pans) 2 a commotion <rAe midday ^ of the business 
district) > clattery adj 

claudication /,klawdi‘kaysh(d)n/ n lameness, limping [L claudication-, 
daudkatio, fr daudicatus, pp of daudicare to limp, fr daudus lame; akin 
to L daudere to close - more at ^close] 

clause /klawz/ n 1 a distinct article or condition in a formal document 
2 a phrase containing a subject and predicate and functioning either in 
isolation or as a member of a complex or compound sentence [ME, fr OF. 
clause, fr ML clausa close of a rhetorical penod. fr L, fern of dausus, pp 
of daudere to close] - clausal adj 

claustral Alawstnl/ adj cloistral [ME, fr ML daustralis, fr daustrum 
cloister - more at cloister] 

claustrophobia /.klostraYohbi-a, .klaw-/ n abnormal dread of being in 
closed or confined spaces [NL, fr L daustrum bar, bolt ^ NL phobia - 
more at cloister] ~ dauatrophobic /<'fohbik/ adj 
clavata Alay.vayt, -vat/ adj club-shaped [NL davatus, fr L dava club, 
fr davus nail, knot in wood] - clavately adv, clavation /- vaysh(a)n/ n 
clavichord /'klavi.kawd/ n an early usu rectangular keyboard instru- 
ment [ML davkhordium, fr L da vis key + chorda string - more at 
cord) - clavkhordist n 

clavicia Alavikl/ n a bone of the vertebrate shoulikr typically linking 
the shoulder blade and breastbone; the collarbone anatomy [F 
davkule, fr NL davicula, fr L, dim. of L davis key; akin to Gk kleid-, 
kkis key, L daudere to close - more at *CLOsb] - clavicular Ab'vikyoola/ 
adj 

daviar Alavi-a/ n a usu unspecified keyboard instrument [G klavier, fr 
F davkr, fr OF, key-bearer, fr L davis key] - clavlciiat 
Alavyarist/ n 

claviform Alavi.fawm/ adj club-shaped (L dava club] 

'claw Alaw/ a 1 (a part resembling or limb having) a sharp usu slender 
curved nail on an animal's toe 2 any of the pincerlike organs on t^e end 
of some limbs of a lobster, scorpion, or similar arthropod 3 sthg (e g the 
forked end of a claw hammer) resembling a claw [ME dawe, fr OE dawu 
hoof, claw; akin to ON kid claw, OE diewen ^11 - more at clew] - 
dawedad/ 

^aw vt to rake, seize, dig, or make (as iO with claws ^ kt' to scrape, 
scratch, dig, or pull (as iO with claws 

claw back vt to take back, esp by taxation - daw-back /*- .-/ n 
'claw .hammer n a hammer with one end of the head forked for pulling 
out naib 

clay /klay/ n la (soil composed chiefly oO an earthy material that is soft 
whm moist but hard when fired, is composed mainly of fine particles of 
aluminium silicates, and is used for making brick, tile, and pottery b thick 
and dingint earth or mud 2n a substance that resembles clay and is used 
for modelling b the human body as distinguished from the spirit [ME, 
fr OE dmg; akin to OHO klfwa bran, LL glut-, glus glue, MOk glia] - 
daycjr /1day-i/ adjt daylsh adj 

elaymorp AlayAnaw/ n a large single-edged broadsword formerly used 
by Scottish Highlanders [ScOad daidhaamh mdr, lit., great sword] 


.clay 'pigeon n a saucer-shaped object usu made of baked clay and 
hurled into the air as a target for shooting at with a shotgun 
'clean Aleen/ adj la (relatively) free from dirt or pollution (changed into 
^ clothes) b free from contamination or disease c relatively free from 
radioactive fallout <a atomic explosion) 2 unadulterated, pure 3a free 

from illegal, immoral, or disreputable activities <a ^ record) b free from 
the use of obscenity </ just don't know any ^ jokes!) c observing the 
rules, fair <a ^ fight) 4 thorough, complete <a break with the past) 
5 relatively free from error or blemish, clear; spec// legible <'«- copy) 6a 
charactenzed by clanty, precision, or deftness (^architecture with 
almost austere lines) b not jagged, smooth <a ^ edge) c of a ship or 
aircraft well streamlined [ME dene, fr OE chene; akin to OHG kleini 
delicate, dainty, Gk glainoi ornaments] - cleanly adv, cleanncM n 
^clean adv la so as to leave clean (a new broom sweeps > b in a clean 
manner (fight -^ > 2 all the way, completely (the bullet went through 
his arm) 

*clean vt 1 to make clean - often ♦ up 2a to strip, empty b to depnvc 
of money or possessions - often + out (they ~ ed him out completely), 
infml ^ VI to undergo cleaning - cleanable adj 
*ciean n an act of cleaning away dirt 

.clean-cut adj 1 cut so that the surface or edge is smooth and even 2 
sharply defined 3 of wholesome appearance 
cleaner /'kleena/ n 1 sby whose occupation is cleaning rooms or clothes 
2 a substance, implement, or machine for cleaning - to the cleaners to 
or through the cxpcnence of being depnved of all one's money - 
infml 

cleanliness /'klenlinis/ n fastidiousness in keeping things or one's 
person clean - cleanly /kleenli/ adj 

cleanse Alenz/ vb to dean [ME densen, fr OE dxnsian to punfy, fr 
cltene clean] 

cleanser /'klenza/ n a preparation (c g a scounng powder or skin cream) 
used for cleaning [cleanse ♦ '-er] 

.clean-shaven adj with the hair, specif of the beard and moustache, 
shaved off 

.clean 'sweep /i 1 a capture of all the prizes at stake m a contest or 
competition 2 a wholesale removal (eg of staff or out-of-date 
matenal) 

clean up vi to make a large esp sweeping gain (eg in business or 
gambling) vt to remove by cleaning - cleanup /'-,-/ n 
'clear Alia/ adj la bright, luminous b free from cloud, mist, haze, or dust 
(a day) c untroubled, serene (a ^ gaze) 2 clean, pure e g a free from 
blemishes b easily seen through, transparent 3a easily heard b easily 
visible; plain c free from obscurity or ambiguity; easily understood 4a 
capable of sharp discernment, keen (this problem needs a ~ mind) b free 
from doubt; sure (we are not what to do) 5 free from guilt (a 
conscience) 6a net (a ^ profit) b unqualified, absolute (a victory) 
c free from obstruction or entanglement d full (6 ^ days) [ME clere, 
fr OF der, fr L dams clear, bnght, akin to L calare to call - more at 'low] 

- clearly adv, dearness n 

^laar adv 1 clearly (to cry loud and '^) 2 chiefly NAm all the way (can 
see to the mountains today) 

*clear vt la to make transparent or translucent b to free from unwanted 
matenal - often + out (•^ out that cupboard) 2a to free from accusation 
or blame; vindicate b to certify as trustworthy (‘--a man for top secret 
military work) 3a to nd (the throat) of phlegm; also to make a rasping 
noise in (the throat) b to erase accumulated totals or stored data from 
(e g a calculator or computer memory) 4 to authonze or cause to be 
authorized 5a to free from financial obligation b(l) to settle, discharge 
(‘^ an account) (2) to deal with until finished or settled the backlog 
of work) c to gain without deduction a profit) d to put through a 
clearinghouse 6a to get nd of; remove (^ Ae plates from the table) - 
often + off, up, or away('-' away the rubbish) b to kick or pass (the ball) 
away from the goal as a defensive measure inioccer 7 to go over without 
touching (the horse ^ed the jump) vi U to become clear - often + 
up (it ^ ed up quickly after the rain) b to go iway; vanish (the symptoms 
^ed gradually) - sometimes + off, out (told him to out), or away 
(after the mist ^ed away) c to sell 2 to pass through a cleannghouse 

- deari^le adj, clearer n - clear the air to remove elements of hostility, 
tension, confusion, or uncertainty from the mood or temper of the time 

- clear the decks to get things ready for action 

^laar n a high long arcing shot in badminton - la the clear 1 free from 
guilt or suspicion 2 in plaintext; not in code or cipher 
clwarance /'kliarans/ n la an authorization b a sale to clear out stock 
c the removal of buildings, people, etc from the space they previously 
occupied (the Highland s> (slum > d a clearing of the ball in soccer 
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2 the distance by which one object clears another, or the clear space 
between them (Vifar ♦ -ance) 

'clttar.ColA /-.kohl/ n a priming of size mixed with ground chalk or white 
lead and used esp in house painting [part trans of F clairc colie, fr cl&ire 
clear i colle glue] 

,clear-'cut adj 1 sharply outlined, distinct 2 free from ambiguity or 
uncertainty 

.clear'headed /-'hedid/ adj I not confused, sensible, rational 2 having 
no illusions about a state of affairs; realistic - clearheadedly adv, 
clearheadedness n 

clearing /'klianng/ n an area of land cleared of wood and brush ['ci far 
♦ '-INOj 

'clearing .bank n a bank that is a member of a clearinghouse 
'clearing.house /-.hows/ n an establishment maintained by banks for 
settling mutual claims and accounts 

, clear-sighted adj ci EARiitAOLD 2. esp having perceptive insight - 
clear-sightedly adv, clear-sightedness n 
clear up vt 1 to tidy up 2 to explain <clear up the mystery} 
'clearway /-.way/ n, Br a road on which vehicles may stop only in an 
emergency 

cleat Alcet/ n la a wedge-shaped piece fastened to sthg and serving as 
a support or check h a wooden or metal fitting, usu with 2 projecting 
horns, round which a rope may be made fast 2a a projecting piece (e g 
on the bottom of a shoe) that provides a grip b pi shoes equipped with 
cleats [ME clete wedge, fr (assumed) OE cleat, akin to MHG khz lump 

- more at cloui] 

cleavage Aleevij/ n 1 the property of a crystal or rock (c g slate) of 
splitting along df*^?irvV planes 2 (a) division 3 celi division 4 the 
splitting of a molecule into simpler molecules 5 (the space between) a 
woman’s breasts, esp when exposed by a low-cut garment [’cixavl ^ 
-age] 

'cleave Aleev/ vi cleaved, clove /klohv/ to stick firmly and closely or 
loyally and steadfastly - usu f to [ME clevien, fr OE cltfian, akin to ON 
khfa to cling to, OE claeg clay] 

’cleave vb cleaved also cleft /kleft/, clove /klohv/, cleaved also cleft, 
cloven /'klohv(9)n/ vt to divide or pass through (as iQ by a cutting blow, 
split ^ VI to split, esp along the grain [ME eleven, fr OE cleofan, akin to 
ON kljufa to split, L gluhere to peel, Gk glyphein to carve] - cleavable 
adf 

cleaver Aleeva/ n a butcher's implement for cutting animal carcasses 
into joints or pieces [*ci favi: f ^-er] 
cleavers /'kleevaz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr an annual plant of the 
madder family that bears small white flowers and stiff prickles that make 
it stick to surfaces [ME clivre, alter, of OE clife burdock, cleavers, akin 
to OE chfian to adhere] 

clef Alef/ n a sign placed on a musical staff to indicate the pitch 
represented by the notes following it - ^ mitsic [F, lit , key, fr L clavis 

- more at clavicie] 

cleft Aleft/ n 1 a space or opening made by splitting; a fissure 2 a usu 
V-shaped indented formation, a hollow between ndges or protuberances 
[ME clift, fr OE geclyfi\ akin to OE cleofan to cleave] 

.cleft 'lip n a harelip 

.cleft 'palate n a congenital fissure of the roof of the mouth 
.cleft 'Stick n, chiefly Br dm fmma 2 

cleg Alcg/ n, Br a dull-grey biting fly, a horsefly [ME, fr ON kleggi] 
clematis Ab'maytas, 'klematis/ n a usu climbing or scrambling plant of 
the buttercup family with 3 leaflets on each leaf and usu white, pink, or 
purple flowers [NL, genus name, fr L, fr Gk klematis brushwood, 
clematis, fr klemat-, klema twig, fr klan to break - more at ‘hal • j 
clemency /'klcmansi/ n disposition to be merciful, esp to moderate the 
severity of punishment due 

clement /'kicmant/ adj 1 inclined to be merciful; lenient <a judge} 
2 of wither pleasantly mild [ME fr L clement-, clemens] - clemently 
adv 

clementine Alemanteen/ n a small practically seedless citrus fruit that 
IS a cross between an orange and a tangenne and has slightly acid 
pink-tinged flesh [F clementine] 

clench Alcnch/ vt 1 clinch 1,2 2 to hold fast; clutch 3 to set or close 
tightly <-^ed his teeth} <--ed his fists} [ME clenchen, fr OE -clencan, 
akin to OE clingan to cling] 

clepsydra Alepsidra/ n, p/ clepsydras, clepsydrae /-dri/ water clock 
(L, fr Gk klepsydra, fr kleptein to steal + hydor water - more at klepht, 
water] 

clerestory, clearstory /'klia.stawri/ n 1 the part of an outside waljof 
a room or building that rises above an adjoining roof windows} 


CHURCH 2 chiefly NAm a raised ventilating section of a railway carnage 
roof [ME, fr clere clear + story storey] 
clergy /'kluhji/ n sing or pi in constr a group ordained to perform 
pastoral or sacerdotal functions in an organized religion, esp a Christian 
church [ME clergie, fr OF, knowledge, learning, fr clerc clergyman] 
'clergyman /-man/ n an ordained minister 

cleric /'klenk/ n a member of the clergy; specif one in orders below the 
grade of pnest [LL clencus] 

'clerical /klenki/ adj I (charactenstic) of the clergy, a clergyman, or a 
clenc 2 of a clerk or olTice worker - clerically adv 
’clerical n 1 a clergyman 2 an adherent of clencalism 3 pi clerical 
clothes 

.clerical 'collar n a narrow stiff upnght white collar fastening at the back 
and worn by clergymen 

'clerical.ism /-,iz(d)m/ n a policy promoting ecclesiastical influence in 
secular matters - clericalist n 

clerihew Alen.hyooh/ n a witty pseudo-biographical 4-line verse 
[Edmund Clenhew Bentley +1956 E wnier] 
clerisy /'klerasi/ n sing or pi in constr members of the learned professions 
considered as a group [G klensei clergy, fr ML clencia, fr LL clencus 
clenc] 

'clerk /klahk, NAm kluhk/ n 1 a clenc 2a sby whose occupation is 
keeping records or accounts or doing general office work <a filing b 
NAm SHOP assistant [ME, fr OF clerc & OE clenc, clerc, both fr LL 
clencus, fr LGk klenkos, fr Gk kleros lot, inhentance (in allusion to Deut 
18 2), akin to Gk klan to break - more at 'halt] - clerkly adj, clerk- 
ship n 

’clerk VI to act or work as a clerk 

.clerk of the 'course n an official who has direct charge of the running 
of a horse-race or motor-race meeting 

.clerk of the 'works n the person in charge of building works in a 
particular place 

.cierk 'regular n, p/ clerks regular a member of an open Roman Catholic 
order with pastoral duties 

.Cleveland 'bay /'kleevbnd/ n (any oO a breed of powerful bay nding 
horses [Cleveland, distnct (and now county) of England] 
clever Aleva/ adj la skilful or adroit with the hands or body, nimble 
b mentally quick and resourceful; intelligent 2 marked by wit or 
ingenuity, also thus marked but lacking depth or soundness [ME diver, 
prob of Scand origin, akin to ON kljufa to split - more at ’cleave] - 
cleverish adj, cleverly adv, cleverness n 
.clever 'dick /dik/ n, Br smart alic - infml 
clevia /'k)« vis/ n a usu U-shaped metal shackle with the ends dniled to 
receive a pin or bolt used for attaching or suspending parts [earlier clevi. 
prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON kljufa to split] 

'clew Alooh/ n 1 CLUE I 2 also clue (a metal loop attached to) the lower 
or after comer of a sail ship [ME elewe ball of thread, fr OE 
cliewen, akin to OHG kliuwa ball, Skt glau lump] 

’clew vt 1 ctuE 2 I also clue to haul (a sail) by ropes through the 
clews 

clich6 /’klee.shay/ n \ a hackneyed phrase or expression, also the idea 
expressed by it 2 a hackneyed theme or situation [F. lit . stereotype, fr 
pp of cltcher to stereotype, of imit opgin] - cliche adj, ciiched adj 
'click /klik/ n 1 a slight sharp sound 2 a sharp speech sound in some 
languages made by the sudden inrush of air at the release of an occlusion 
111 the mouth [prob imit] 

’click vt to stnke, move, or produce with a click ed A/s heels together} 
^v! 1 to operate with or make a click 2a to strike up an immcdiatdy 
warm fnendship, esp with sby of the opposite sex b to succeed <a film 
that -^s> c Br to cause sudden insight or recognition </Ae name ^ed> 
- sometimes in click into place USE (2) infml 

'click .beetle n any of a family of beetles able to nght themselves with 
a click when turned over 

'click .stop n a setting of a control device (e g for the length of exposure 
given by the shutter of a camera) that is distinguished by positive 
engagement and usu by a click 

client /'klie-ant/ n 1 a vassal, state, etc under the protection of another 
states} 2a sby who engages or receives the advice or services of a 
professional person or organization b a customer [ME fr MF St L. MF 
client, fr L client-, cliens; akin to L clinare to lean - more at 'lean] - 
clientage Mi]/ n, cliental Alie'entI, 'klie-antl/ adj 
clientele /.klec-on'tel/ n sing or pi in constr a body of clients <a shop that 
caters to an exclusive ^ > [F clientele, fr L dientela, fr client-, dials] 
cliff /klif/ n a very steep high face of rock, earth, ice, etc [ME chf, fr OE 
akin to OE chfian to adhere to] - cliffy adj 
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'cliff-.hanger n l an adventure serial or melodrama, usu presented m 
instalments each ending in suspense 2 a contest or situation whose 
outcome is in doubt to the very end 

'climacteric /.klie'maktarik, .kliemak'tenk/ adj of or being a critical 
period (e g of life) [L climactericus, fr Gk klimakterikos, fr kJtmakter 
critical point, lit., rung of a ladder, fr klimak-, klimax ladder] 
‘climacteric n 1 a major turning point or critical stage; specif one 
supposed to occur at intervals of 7 years 2 the menopause; also a 
corresponding penod in the male dunng which sexual activity and 
competence are reduced 

climactic /klie'maktik/ adj of or being a climax - cUmactlcally adv 
climate /'kliemat/ n 1 (a region of the earth having a specified) average 
course or condition of the weather over a penod of years as shown by 
temperature, wind, rain, etc 2 the prevailing state of affairs or feelings of 
a group or period; a milieu (a of fear) [ME cJimat, fr MF, fr LL 
chmat-f clima, fr Gk klimat-, khma inclination, latitude, climate, fr 
kJindn to lean - more at 'lean] - climatic /-'matik/ adj, climatically 
adv 

climatology /.kliema'tolaji/ n a branch of meteorology dealing with 
climates - climatological /-ta'lojikl/ adj, climatologically adv, cllmatol* 
ogiat /-'tobjist/ n 

'climax Alie,maks/ n la the highest point; a culmination b the point of 
highest dramatic tension or a major turning point in some action (e g of 
a play) c an orgasm 2 a relatively stable final stage reached by a (plant) 
community m its ecological development [L. fr Gk klimax ladder, fr 
klinein to lean] 

‘climax vt to come to a climax 

climb /kliem/ vi la to go gradually upwards; nse (^watching the smoke 
b to slope upwards <r/ic road ^s steadily^ 2a to go up, down, etc 
on a more or less vertical surface using the hands to grasp or give support 
b of a plant to ascend in growth (e g by twining) 3 to get into or out of 
clothing, usu with some haste or effort ^vt 1 to go upwards on or along, 
to the top of, or over <— a Ai//> 2 to draw or pull oneself up, over, or 
to the top of, by using hands and feet a tree) 3 to grow up or over 
[ dE climben, fr OE climban; akin to OE clamm bond, fetter] climb n, 
climbabic Aliemabl/ adj, climber /'kliema/ n 
climb down vi back down - climb-down n 
'climbing-, frame /klieming/ n, Br a framework for children to 
climb on 

'climbing .iron n a crampon 

clime Aliem/ i? climate I - usu pi with sing, meaning; chiefly poetic 
[LL clima] 

din-, cUno- comb form incline; slant <clinoinefe/'> [NL, fr Gk klinein to 
lean > more at 'lean] 

'clinch Ahnch/ vt 1 to turn over or flatten the protruding pointed end 
of (e g a driven nail) 2 to fasten in this way ^ vi to hold an opponent <e g 
in boxing) at close quarters [prob alter, of clench] - clinchingly adv 
‘clinch n la fastening by means of a clinched nail, nvet, or bolt 2 an act 
or instance of clinching in boxing 

clincher Alincha/ n a decisive fact, argument, act, or remark ['clinch 
+ *-er] 

dine Alien/ n a graded series of differences in shape or physiology shown 
by a group of related organisms, usu along a line of environmental or 
geographical transition; broadly a continuum [Gk klinein to lean] - clinal 
AlicnlV adj, clinally adv 

-dine /-klien/ comb form (-^ o) slope <monocline> [back-formation fr 
-ciina/ (sloping), fr Gk klinein] - -clinal comb form ( adj), -clinic comb 
form (- adj) 

cling Aling/ vi clung Alung/ la to stick as if glued firmly b to hold (on) 
tightly or tenaciously 2a to have a strong emotional attachment or 
dependence hespofa smell to linger [ME clingen, fr OE clingan\ akin 
to OHG klunga tangled ball of thread, Mir glacc hand] - clingy adj 
'cling,etone /-.stohn/ n a fruit (e g a peach) whose flesh sticks strongly 
to the stone 

cHnic Alinik/ n 1 a class of medical instruction in which patients are 
examined and discussed 2 a meeting held by an expert or person in 
authority, to which people bring problems for discussion and resolution 
<10 MP’s weekly for her constituents} 3a a faality (e g of a hospital) 
for the diagnosis and treatment of outpatienu b a usu private hospital [F 
Clinique, fr Gk klinike medical practice at the sickbed, fr fern of klinikos 
of a bed, fr kline bed, fr klinein to lean, recline > more at 'lean] 
cllhicci /Uinikl/ atfj 1 involving, based on. or noticeable from direct 
observation of the patient psychology} 2 analytic, deuched [clinic 
+ '-All -cUnigally adv 

oUflicign /kii'niih(9)n/ o ti>y qualified in clinical medicipe, psychiatry. 


etc as distinguished from one specializing in laboratory or research 
techniques 

'clink /klingk/ vb to (cause to) give out a slight sharp short metallic sound 
[ME clinken, of imit origin] - clink n 
‘clink 0 PRISON 2 - slang [Clink, a former prison in Southwark, 
London] 

clinker /'klmgka/ n stony matter fused by fire; slag [alter of earlier 
kltncard (a hard yellowish Dutch brick), fr obs D klinkaard] 

'clinker-, built adj having the lower edge of each external plank or plate 
overlapping the upper edge of the one below it <a ^ boat} [clinker, n 
(clinch)] 

clino- - see clin- 

clinometer Ali'nomita, 'klie-/ n any of vanous instruments for measur- 
ing angles of slope - cllnometrlc /.klina'metnk, .klie-/ adj, cllnometry 
/-'nomatn/ n 

dint /klint/ n a limestone block in a horizontal limestone surface broken 
up by clefts [ME, perh fr MLG klint cliff, crag] 

'clip Alip/ vt -pp- to clasp or fasten with a clip [ME clippen to embrace, 
encompass, clutch, fr OE clyppan, akin to OHG klafira fathom, L gleba 
clod, globus globe] 

‘clip n 1 any of vanous devices that gnp, clasp, or hold 2 (a device to hold 
cartndges for charging) a magazine from which ammunition is fed into 
the chamber of a firearm 3 a piece of jewellery held in position by a spring 
clip 

‘Clip vb -pp- vt la to cut (off) (as lO with shears b to cut off the end or 
outer part of c 'excise 2 to abbreviate in speech or wnting 3 to hit with 
a glancing blow, also to hit smartly <--pcd him round the ear} ~ infml 
^ vi to clip sthg [ME clippen, fr ON klippa] 

^:lip 0 la the product of (a single) sheanng (e g of sheep) b a section of 
filmed matenal 2a an act of clipping b the manner in which sthg is 
clipped 3 a sharp blow 4 a rapid rate of motion USE (3A4) infml 
'cllp.board /-.bawd/ n a small writing board with a spnng clip for 
holding papers 

'clip-,Clop Alop/ VI or n (to make) a rhythmic repeated sound charac- 
tenstically produced by horses’ hooves - infml [imit] 

'clip .joint 0 1 a place of public entertainment (e g a nightclub) that 
defrauds, overcharges, etc 2 a business establishment that makes a 
practice of overcharging USE slang ["clip (to overcharge, swindle) ^ 
'joint] 

'clip-, on adj of or being sthg that clips on earnngs} 

clip on VI to be capable of being fastened by an attached clip 

'clip-.ons n pi sunglasses that clip onto spectacles 

clipper /'khpa/ 0 1 an implement for cutting or tnmming hair or nails 

- usu pi with sing meaning 2 a fast sailing ship, esp with long slender 
lines, a sharply raked bow, and a large sail area ['ci if f '-er] 

clippie /'khpi/ n, Br a female bus conductor - infml ["chp (to punch a 
hole, I e in a bus ticket)] 
clipping /'khping/ 0 , chiefly NAm curriNd 2 
clique Aleek/ 0 sing or pi in constr a highly exclusive and often aloof 
group of people held together by common interests, views, etc [F] - 
cliquey, cliquy adj, cliquish adj, cliquishly adv, cllquishness 0 
clitoris /'khtdris, 'klie-/ 0 a small erectile organ at the front or top part 
of the vulva that is a centre of sexual sensation in females repro- 
duction [NL, fr Gk kleitoris] - clitoral M{9)n\/, clitoric /-'tonk/ 
adj 

cloaca /kloh'ayka/ n, pi cloacae /-kee, -see/ 1 a conduit for sewage 2 
the chamber into which the intestinal, urinary, and generative canals 
discharge, esp in birds, reptiles, amphibians, and many fishes [L; akin to 
Gk klyzein to wash] - cloacal adj 

'cloak Alohk/ 0 1 a sleeveless outer garmqit that usu fastens at the neck 
and hangs loosely from the shoulders - compare 'cape 2 sthg that 
conceals; a pretence, disguise [ME cloke, U ONF cloque bell, cloak, fr 
ML clocca bell; fr its shape] 

‘cloak vt to cover or hide (as iO with a cloak 
.cloqk-and-'daggar adj dealing in or suggestive of melodramatic 
intrigue and action usu involving espionage 
'cloairroom /-room, -.roohm/ 0 1 a room in which outdoor clothing or 
luggage may be left dunng one’s stay 2 chiefly Br a room with a toilet 

- euph 

'clobber /’kloba/ 0 , Br gear, paraphernalia; esp clothes worn for a usu 
specified purpose or function - infml [prob alter, of clothes] 

‘clobber vt 1 to hit with force 2 to drfeat overwhelmingly USE infml 
[origin unknown] 

cloche Alosh/ 01 a translucent cover used for protecting outdoor plants 
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2 a woman’s usu soft close-filting hat with a deeply rounded crown and 
narrow bnm garment (F, lit., bell, fr ML clocca] 

'clock Alok/ n 1 a device other than a watch for indicating or measuring 
time 2 a recording or metering device with a dial and indicator attached 
to a mechanism: eg a a speedometer b Bra milometer 3 Bra face -slang 
[ME dok, fr MD dockc bell, clock, fr ONF or ML; ONF doque bell, fr 
ML docca, of Celt ongin; akin to Mir docc bell] - clocklike adj - round 
the clock 1 continuously for 24 hours; day and night without cessation 
2 without relaxation and heedless of time 
^clock vf 1 to time with a stopwatch or electnc timing device - used chiefly 
in sports 2a to register on a mechanical recording device b Br to attain 
a time, speed, etc, of - often + up\ mfml 3 to hit ed him on the jawy 

- mfml - docker n 

’clock n an ornamental pattern on the outside ankle or side of a stocking 
or sock [prob fr dock (bell); fr its onginal bell-like shape] 
clock in VI to record the time of one’s arrival or commencement of work 
by punching a card in a time clock 
clock off VI CLOCK OUT 
clock on VI CLOCK IN 

clock out VI to record the time of one's departure or stopping of work 
by punching a card in a time clock 

'clock-, watcher /.wocha/ n a person (e g a worker) who keeps close 
watch on the passage of time in order not to work a single moment longer 
than he/she has to - clock-watching n 
'clock.wlse /-.wiez/ adv m the direction in which the hands of a clock 
rotate as viewed from in front - clockwise adj 
'clock,work /-.wuhk/ n machinery that operates in a manner similar to 
that of a merha'fiK^i! riock, specif machinery powered by a coiled spnng 
<a ^ toyy - like clockwork smoothly and with no hitches 
clod Alod/ n 1 a lump or mass, esp of e^h or clay 2 an oaf. dolt 3 
a gnslly cut of beef taken from the neck meat [ME. alter, of dot] 

- cloddish adj, cloddishness n, cloddy adj 

clodhopper /klod.hopa/ n 1 a clodhoppmg person - mfml 2 a large 
heavy shoe - chiefly humor 

'clod, hopping /<,hopmg/ adj 1 boorish 2 Br awkward, clumsy USE 
mfml 

'clog Alog/ n 1 a weight attached, esp to an animal, to hinder motion 2 
a shoe, sandal, or overshoe with a thick typically wooden sole [MEdogge 
short thick piece of wood] 

’clog vb -gg- vt 1 to halt or retard the progress, operation, or growth of 
2a to obstruct so as to hinder motion m or through b to block (the dram 
IS ^ ged up) ^ VI to become blocked up 
cloisonnd /.kiwahro'nay, adj or n (m) a style of enamel decoration 
in which the enamel is fired m raised sections separated by fine wire or 
thin metal strips - compare champieve [F, f^r pp of doisonner to 
partition] 

cloister /'kloysta/ n la a monastic establishment h the monastic life 2 
a covered passage on the side of an open court, usu having one side walled 
and the other an open arcade or colonnade [ME doistre, fr OF, fr ML 
daustrum, fr L, bar, bolt, fr dausus, pp of daudere to close - more at 
‘close] 

cloistered Aloystad/ adj 1 suggestive of the seclusion of a monastic 
cloister caJmy 2 surrounded with a cloister <— gardens^ 
cloistral Aloystral/ adj (suggestive) of a cloister 
'clone Alohn/ n 1 an individual that is asexually produced and is 
therefore identical to its parent 2 all such progeny of a single parent - 
used technically [Gk klon twig, slip; akin to Gk klan to break] - clonal 
/'klohnl/ adj, clonally adv 
’clone vt to cause to grow (as lO Rs a clone 

clonk Alongk/ vb to make a thumping sound (on), as if from the impact 
of a hard object on a hard but hollow surface [imit] - clonk n 
clonus Alohnas/ n a rapid succession of alternating contractions and 
partial relaxations of a muscle that occurs m some nervous diseases [NL. 
fr Gk kJonos turmoil; akin to L ce/er swift] - clonic /-nik/ adj, clonicity 
/-'nisati/ n 

clop Alop/ n a sound made (as if) by a hoof or shoe against a hard surface 
[imit] - clop VI 

'close Alohz/ vr la to move so as to bar passage <<^ thegatey b to deny 
access to the parky c to suspend or stop the operations of; also to 
discontinue or dispose of (a business) permanently - often + down 2a to 
bring to an end an accounty b to conclude discussion or negotiation 
about (the question is ^d>; also to bring to agreement or settlement 
a deaiy 3 to bring or bind together the parts or edges of <a ~ d Bsty ^ vi 
la to contract, swing, or slide so as to leave no opening (the door ^d 
quietfyy b to cease operation (the factory ^d downy (the shops ^ at 9 


pm); specif, Br to stop broadcasting - usu ^ down 2 to draw near, esp 
m order to fight - usu + with 3 to come to an end [ME dosen, fr OF 
dos-, stem of dore, fr L daudere] - cloaable, closeable /klohiabl/ adj, 
cloaer /klohu/ n - close one's doors 1 to refuse admission (the nation 
closed its doors to immtgrantsy 2 to go out of business (after nearly 40 
years he had to close his doors for lack of tradey - close one's eyes to 
to Ignore deliberately - close ranks to unite m a concerted stand, esp to 
meet a challenge - close the door to be uncompromisingly obstructive 
(his attitude closed the door to further negotiationy 

’close Alohz/ n a conclusion or end m time or existence (the decade drew 
to a ^y 

’close Alohs, sense 2 also klohz/ n 1 a road closed at one end 2 Br the 
precinct of a cathedral [ME dos, lit , enclosure, fr OF dos, fr L clausum, 
fr neut of dausus, pp] 

*close /klohs/ adj 1 having no openings, closed 2a confined, cramped 
quartersy b articulated with some part of the tongue close to the palate 
(a -- voweiy 3 restricted, closed (the - seasony A secretive, reticent 
(she was very ^ about her pasty 5 strict, ngorous (keep ~ 
watchy (under ^ arresty 6 hot and stuffy 7 having little space between 
Items or units, compact, dense (-^ tcAturey 8 very short or near to the 
surface (the barber gave him a shavey 9 near, esp adjacent (he and 
I are ^ relationsy 10 intimate, familiar collaborationy 11a search- 
ing, minute (a studyy b faithful to an onginal (a copy) 12 evenly 
contested or having a (nearly) even score (a ^ gamey [ME dos, fr MF, 
fr L dausus, pp of daudere to shut, close, akin to Gk kleiein to close, 
OHG sliozan] - closely adv, closeness n - close to home withm one’s 
personal interests so that one is strongly affected (the audience fdt that 
the speaker's remarks hit pretty close to home) 

’close Alohs/ adv in or into a close position or manner, near (come ^ 
to ruining usy - close on almost <closc on 500 peopley 
.close 'call Alohs/ n a narrow escape 
.close-'cropped Alohs/ adj clipped short hairy 
closed Alohzd/ adj la not open b enclosed (a ^ porchy 2a forming 
a self-contained unit allowing no additions systemy b(l) traced by a 
moving point that returns to its starting point without retracing its path 
<a ^ curve), also so formed that every plane section is a closed curve (a 
^ surfacey (2) charactenzed by mathematical elements that when 
subjected to an operation produce only elements of the same set (the set 
of whole numbers IS under addition and multiplicationy (3) containing 
all the limit points of every subset (a sety 3a confined to a few (>^ 
membershipy b ngidly excluding outside influence (a mmdy 
.closed 'circuit n 1 a television installation in which the signal is 
transmitted by wire to a limited number of receivers, usu in 1 location 2 
a connected array of electneal components that will allow the passage of 
current - closed-circuit adj 

closedown Alohz,down/ n the act or result of closing down; esp the 
end of a penod of broadcasting 

.closed 'shop n an establishment which employs only union members - 
compare open shop 

closefisted /.klohs'fistid/ adj tightfisted 

.close-'hauled Alohs/ adj or adv with the sails set for sailing as near 
directly into the wind as possible 

close in Alohz/ vi 1 to gather in close all round with an oppressing effect 
(despair closed in on hery 2 to approach from vanous directions to close 
quarters, esp for an attack or arrest (at dawn the police closed in) 3 to 
grow dark (the short November day was already closing in - Ellen 
Glasgow) 

.close-'knit Alohs/ adj bound together by close ties 
close out Alohz/ vb, NAm to (attempt to) dispose of (goods), esp by 
selling at reduced pnees 

.close 'quarters Alohs/ n pi immediate contact or close range (fought 
at -) 

'close .season /klohs/ n, Br a penod dunng which it is illegal to kill 
or catch certain game or fish 
.close 'shave Alohs/ n a narrow escape - mfml 
'closet /"klozit/ n 1 a small or private room 2 water closet 3 chiefly 
NAm a cupboard [ME, fr MF, dim of dos enclosure] 

’closet vr 1 to shut (oneselO up (as lO m a closet 2 to take into a closet 
for a secret interview 

'close-.up Alohs/ A 1 a photograph or film shot uken at close range 2 
a view or examination of sthg from a small distance away 
Clostridium Alo'stridi-am/ n, pi clottridia /-di-a/ any of vanous 
spore-forming soil or intestinal bacteria that cause gas gangrene, tetanus, 
and other diseases [NL, genus name, fr Gk kidstd spindle, fr kldthdn to 
spin] - cloatridial adj 
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'cloture /'klohzhs/ n 1 closing or being closed 2 the ending of a side's 
innings in cricket by declaration 3 the closing of debate in a legislative 
body, esp by calling for a vote - compare guillotine (ME, fr MF, fr L 
dausura, fr dausus, pp of daudere to close - more at V'lose, (3) trans 
of F doturc, alter of MF dosure] 

’cloture vt to close (a debate) by closure 

'clot Alot/ /} la a roundish viscous lump formed by coagulation of a 
portion of liquid (e g cream) b a coagulated mass produced by clotting 
of blood 2 Bra stupid person -Tnfml [ME. fr OE dott\ akin to MHG 
kidz lump, ball ~ more at clou r] 

’clot vb •tf< V 7 1 to become a clot, form clots 2 of blood to undergo a 
sequence of complex chemical and physical reactions that results in 
conversion from liquid form into a coagulated mass '^vt to cause to 
clot 

cloth Aloth/ n, pi cloths Alodhz, kloths/ 1 a pliable material made usu 
by weaving, felting, or knitting natural or synthetic fibres and filaments 
2 a piece of cloth adapted for a particular purpose- e g a a tablecloth b 
a dishcloth c a duster 3 (the distinctive dress oO a profession or calling 
distinguished by its dress, specif the clergy [ME, fr OE dath, akin to OE 
dithan to adhere to, LL glut-, glus glue] 

,Cloth-'cap adj, Br working-class - infml [fr the cloth caps commonly 
worn, esp formerly, by working-class men] 

clothe Alohdh/ vt clothed, clad Alad/ la to cover (as lO with clothing; 
dress b to provide with clothes 2 to express or enhance by suitably 
significant language [ME clothen, fr OE dathian, fr dath cloth, gar- 
ment] 

.Cloth-'eared /lad/ adj, Br (imtatingly) deficient in hearing - infml. 
chieHy humor 

clothea Alohdhz/ n pi \ articles of matenal (e g cloth) worn to cover 
the body, for warmth, protection, or decoration garment 2 
bedclothes [ME, fr OE dal has, pi of dath cloth, garment] 

'clothea .basket n a basket used for stonng clothes that are to be 
washed 

'clothes .brush n a small stiff brush for removing dirt from clothes 
'clothes,horse /-.haws/ n 1 a frame on which to hang clothes, esp for 
drying or airing indoors 2 chiefly NAm a conspicuously dressy person 

- derog 

'ClOtheSiline /-.hen/ n a line (e g of cord or nylon) on which clothes may 
be hung to dry, esp outdoors ^ 

'clothes .moth n any of several small yellowisb^oths whose larvae eat 
wool, fur. hair, etc 

'clothes .peg n a wooden or plastic clip or forked device used for holding 
clothes or washing on a line 
'clothes.pin /-.pm/ n, NAm cloimes peg 

clothier /klohdhia/ n sby who makes or sells cloth or clothing [ME, 
alter, of dother, fr doth] 
clothing Alohdhing/ n clothes 
cloture /'klohcha/ n, NAm closure 3 -- cloture vt 
'cloud Alowd/ n la a visible mass of particles of water or ice at a usu 
great height in the air weather b a light filmy, puffy, or billowy 
mass seeming to float in the air 2 any of many masses of opaque matter 
in interstellar space 3 a great crowd or multitude; a swarm, esp of insects 
<~s of mosquitoes^ 4 sthg that obscures or blemishes ^their reputation 
is under a ~ > [ME. rock, cloud, fr OE dud, akin to Gk gloutos buttock] 

- cloudless adj, cloudlet n 

’cloud VI 1 to grow cloudy - usu + over or up 2a of facial fegfj^res to 
become troubled, apprehensive, etc b to become blurred, dubious, or 
ominous vt la to envelop or obscure (as iO with a cloud b to make 
opaque or murky by condensation, smoke, etc 2 to make unclear or 
confused 3 to taint, sully <a ^ed reputation} 4 to cast gloom over 
'cloudberry /-b(a)ri, -,beri/ n (the pale amber edible fruit oO a creeping 
plant closely related to the raspberry ['cloud + berry, perh fr its 
shape] 

'cloud, buret /-.buhst/ n a sudden very heavy fall of ram 
'cloud .chamber o a vessel containing saturated water vapour whose 
sudden expansion reveals the passage of an ionizing particle (e g an alpha 
particle) a trail of visible droplets 

.cloud 'nine n a feeling of extreme well-being or elation - usu on-, infml 
[nine prob an arbitrary number, seven being sometimes used instead] 
cloudy /'klowdi/ adj 1 (having a sky) overcast with clouds 2 not clear 
or transparent <'« <a mirror} - dondily adv, cloudiness n 
*elout /Uowt/ n 1 dial chiefly N Eng A Scot cloth 2; specif a piece of 
cloth or rag used for household tasks (e g polishing or cleaning) - often 
in combination <(/jshclout> 2 a blow or lusty hit with |be hand, cricket 


bat. etc 3 influence; esp effective political power USE(2A3) infml [ME, 
fr OE dut; akin to MHG kloz lump, Russ gluda] 

’clout vt to hit forcefully - infml 

'clout .nail n a nail with a large flat head [clout (iron plate used to keep 
wood from wearing)] 

'clove Aiohv/ n any of the small bulbs (e g in garlic) developed as parts 
of a larger bulb [ME. fr OE clufu-, akin to OE cleofan to cleave] 
’clove past of ci eave 

’clove n (a tree of the myrtle family that bears) a (lower bud that is used 
dried as a spice [alter, of ME clowe, fr OF clou {de girofle), lit., nail of 
clove, fr L clavus nail] 

'clove .hitch n a knot used to secure a rope temporarily to a spar or 
another rope [ME cloven, clove divided, fr pp of devien to cleave] 
cloven Alohv(a)n/ past part of 'cleave 

.cloven 'foot n a foot (e g of a sheep) divided into 2 parts at the end 
farthest from the body - cloven-footed adj 
.cloven 'hoof n cloven foot - cloven-hoofed adj 
clover /’klohva/ n any of a genus of leguminous plants having leaves with 
3 leaflets and flowers in dense heads [ME, fr OE clafre\ akin to OHG kleo 
clover] - in clover in prosperity or in pleasant circumstances 
'clover, leaf /-.leef/ n, pi cloverleafs, cloverleaves /-.ieevz/ a road junc- 
tion whose plan resembles the arrangement of leaves in a 4-leaved clover 
and that connects 2 major roads at different levels 
Clown Alown/ n 1 a jester in an entertainment (e g a play); specif a 
grotesquely dressed comedy performer in a circus 2 one who habitually 
plays the buffoon, a joker [perh fr MF coulon settler, fr L colonus 
colonist, farmer - moie at c'Olony] - clown vi, clownery /'klownan/ n, 
clownish adj, clownishly adv, clownishness n 
cloy Aloy/ vt to surfeit with an excess, usu of sthg ong pleasing - vi to 
cause surfeit [ME adoien to lame, fr MF encloer to drive in a nail, fr ML 
inclavare, fr L in + clavus nail] - cloyingly /kloyingli/ adv 
'club Alub/ n la a heavy stick thicker at one end than the other and used 
as a hand weapon b a stick or bat used to hit a ball in golf and other games 
c a light spar 2a a playing card marked with 1 or more black figures in 
the shape of a clovcrlcaf b pi but sing or pi in constr the suit comprising 
cards identified by this figure 3a sing or pi in constr (1) an association 
of people for a specified object, usu joiqgy supported and meeting 
penodically (judo ^ } (2) an often exclusive association of people that 
has premises available as a congenial place of retreat or temporary 
residence or for dining at b the meeting place or premises of a club c a 
group of people who agree to make regular payments or purchases in 
order to secure some advantage (book ) d a nightclub [ME dubbe, fr 
ON klubba; akin to OHG kolbo club, OE clamm bond] - in the club of 
a woman pregnant - infml 

’club vb -b^ vt to beat or strike (as iQ with a club vi to combine to share 
a common expense or object - usu ^ together 
clubbable, clubable /'klubabl/ adj sociable 
clubbed adj club-shaped 

'club .chair n a deep low thickly upholstered armchair, often with a 
rather low back and heavy sides and arms 
.club'foot /-'foot/ n a misshapen foot twisted out of position from birth 

- clubfooted /,-'-/ adj ^ 

'club .moss n any of an order of primitive vascular plants plant 
[ trans of NL muscus davatus-, fr the club-shaped spore-producing vessels 
in some species] 

'club,root /-.rooht/ n a disea.se of cabbages and related plants character- 
ized by swellings or distortions of the root 
.club 'sandwich n a sandwich of 3 slices of bread with 2 layers of 
filling 

'cluck Aluk/ vi 1 to make a cluck 2 to exprias fussy interest or concern 

- usu - 1 ^ over, infml vt to call with a cluc^ [imit] 

*cluck n the characteristic guttural sound made by a hen 

'clue Alooh/ n 1 also clew sthg that guides via intricate procedure to the 
solution of a problem 2 clew 2 [ME dewe ball of thread - more at 
clew] 

’clue vt clueing, cluing 1 clew 2 2 also clew to inform - usu + in or up; 
infml <— me in on how it happened} 

'clueless /-lis/ adj, Br hopelessly ignorant or lacking in sense - infml 
('clue ^ -less] 

'clump Ahimp/ n la compact group of things of the same kind, esp trees 
or bushes; a cluster 2 a compact mass 3 a heavy tramping sound [prob 
fr LG klumpr, akin to OE clamm bond] - clumpy adj 
’clump vi 1 to tread clumsily and noisily 2 to form clumps vt to arrange 
in or cause to form clumps 

clumsy /'klumzi/ adj la awkward and ungraceful in movement or action 
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b lacking tact or subtlety <a jokey 2 awkwardly or poorly made, 
unwieldy [prob fr obs cJumxe (benumbed with cold), of Scand origin] - 
clumally adv, clumsiness n 
clung Alung/ past of cmno 

'cluster /'klusta/ n a compact group formed by a number of similar things 
or people; a bunch, e g a a group of faint stars or galaxies that appear close 
together and have common properties (e g distance and motion) b the 
group of 4 cups that connect the teats of a cow to a milking machine [ME, 
fr OE clyster, akin to OE clott clot] - clustery adj 
’cluster vt to collect into a cluster '-v# to grow or assemble in a 
cluster 

'cluster .bomb n a bomb that explodes to release many smaller usu 
incendiary or fragmentation missiles 

'clutch Aluch/ V/ to grasp or hold (as lO with the hand or claws, esp 
tightly or suddenly ~ v; 1 to seek to grasp and hold ~ often i at 2 to 
operate the clutch on a motor vehicle [ME clucchen, fr OE clyccan, akin 
to Mir glacc hand - more at ci ing] 

’clutch n 1 (the claws or a hand in) the act of grasping or seizing firmly 
2 (a lever or pedal operating) a coupling used to connect and disconnect 
a dnving and a driven part of a mechanism 
’clutch n a nest of eggs or a brood of chicks, broadly a group, bunch [alter 
of E dial cictch (hatching, brood)] 

'clutch ,bag n a small handbag with no handle 
'clutter Aluta/ vt to fill or cover with scattered or disordered things - 
often ♦ up [ME clotteren to clot, fr clot] 

’clutter n la a crowded or confused mass or collection b scattered or 
disordered maten^l 2 mterfenng echoes visible on a radar screen caused 
by reflection f»om objects other than the target 
Clydesdale /kliedz,dayl/ n a heavy draught horse with heavily 
feathered legs [Clydesdale, region of Scotland, where it onginated] 
clypeua /'klipi as/ n, pi clypei /-pi.ie/ a plate on the front of an insect's 
head [NL, fr L, round shield] 

CO- /koh-/ prefix 1 with, together, joint {coexist} {coheir} {coeducation} 
2 in or to the same degree {coextensive} 3a associate, fisjllow 
{coauthor} <co*sfar> b deputy, assistant {copilot} [ME, fr L, fr com-, 
akin to OE ge-, perfective and collective prefix, Gk koinos common] 
coacervate Aoh'asavayt/ n a mass of colloidal droplets held together 
by electrostatic attractive forces [L coacervatus, pp of coacervare to heap 
up, fr CO- + acervus heap] - coacervate /.koh a’suhvat/ adj, coacervation 
/.koh,as3'vaysh(3)n/ n 

'coach Aohch/ n la a large usu closed four-wheeled carnage - compare 
STAUL 4c b a railway carnage c a usu single-deck bus used esp for 
long-distance or charter work 2a a pnvate tutor b sby who instructs or 
trains a performer, sportsman, etc [ME coche, fr MF, fr G kutsche, prob 
fr Hung kocsi (szeker) wagon from Kocs, fr Kocs, village in Hungary] 
’coach vt 1 to tram intensively by instruction, demonstration, and 
practice 2 to act as coach to v; 1 to go in a coach 2 to instruct, direct, 
or prompt as a coach - coacher n 

'coach, built /-.bilt/ adj, of a vehicle body built to individual require- 
ments by craftsmen - coaebbuilder n 
'coachman /-man/ n a man who dnves or whose business is to drive a 
coach or carriage 

'coach, yyork /-.wuhk/ n the bodywork of a road or rail vehicle 
coadjutor /.koh'ajata/ n an assistant; specif a bishop assisting a diocesan 
bishop and often having the right of succession [ME coadjutour, fr MF 
coadjuteur, fr L coadjutor, fr ct>- ^ adjutor aid, fr adjutus, pp of adjuvare 
to help - more at aid] - coadjutor adj 
coagulant Aoh'agyoobnt/ n sthg that produces coagulation 
coagulate Aoh'agyoolayt/ vb to (cause to) become viscous or thickened 
into a coherent mass; curdle, clot [L coagulatus, pp of coagulare to 
curdle, fr coagulum curdling agent, fr cogere to drive together - more at 
cogent] - coagiilablc /-labl/ adj, coagulability /-b'bibti/ n, coagulation 
/-'laysh(a)ii/ n 

coagulum Aoh'agyoolom/ n, pi coagula /-b/, coagulums a coagulated 
mass [L, coagulant] 

coal Aohl/ n 1 a piece of glowing, burning, or burnt carbonized material 
(e g partly burnt wood) 2 a (small piece or broken up quantity oQ black 
or blackish solid combustible mineral consisting chiefly of carbonized 
vegetable matter and widely used as a natural fuel energy [ME 
col, fr OE; akin to OHO Sl ON kol burning ember. IrOael guat coal] 
.coal 'black adj absolutely black; very black 
coalaaca /.koh^a'les/ vi to unite into a whole; fuse [L coalescere, fr co- 
-I- alescere to grow - more at old] > coaleicencc n, coalcacent adj 
'coaUlald /-/eeld/ n a region in which deposits of coal occur 


'coal, fish /-.fish/ n any of several blackish or dark-backed fishes, esp a 
coley 

'coal ,gas n gas made from burning coal; esp gas made by carbonizing 
bituminous coal and used for heating and lighting 
'coalhole /-.hohl/ n 1 a hole or chute for receiving coal 2 Br a 
compartment for storing coal 

coalition /,koh>3'lish(a)n/ n la an act of coalescing, a union b a body 
formed by the union of ong distinct elements 2 sing or pi in constr a 
temporary alliance (c g of political parties) for joint action (e g to form a 
government) [MF, fr L coalitus, pp of coalescere] - coalitionist n 
'coal .measures n pi beds of coal with the associated rocks 
.coal 'tar n tar obtained by the distilling of bituminous coal and used esp 
in making dyes and drugs 

'coal .tit n a small black-crowned European tit with a white patch on the 
neck 

coaming /'kohming/ n a raised frame (e g round a hatchway in the deck 
of a ship) to keep out water [perh irreg fr comb] 
coarctate Aoh'ahktayt/ adj constneted - used technically [L coarc- 
tatus, pp of coartare to press together, fr co- * artus narrow, confined; 
akin to L artus joint > more at ariicll] - coarctation /-'taysh(3)n/ n 
coarse Aaws/ adj 1 of ordinary or inferior quality or value, common 
2a(l) composed of relatively large particles sand) (2) rough in texture 

or tone cloth} {a ■>' belt} b adjusted or designed for heavy, fast, or 
less delicate work {a saw with large teeth} c not precise or detailed 
with respect to adjustment or discnmination 3 crude or unrefined in taste, 
manners, or language (ME cors. prob fr course, n (the common run of 
things)] - coarsely adv, coarseness n 
'coarse .fish n, chiefly Br any freshwater fish not belonging to the 
salmon family - coarse Ashing n 
coarsen /'kaws(a)n/ vb to make or become coarse 
'coast Aohst/ n the land near a shore, the seashore [ME cost, fr MF 
coste, fr L costa nb, side, akin to OSlav iSrosTf bone] - coastal adj, coaatally 
adv, coastwards /-woodz/ adv 

’coast vt to sail along the shore of w 1 to sail along the shore 2a to 
slide, glide, etc downhill by the force of gravity b to move along (as if) 
without further application of propulsive power c to proceed easily 
without special application of effort or concern 
coaster /'kohsta/ n 1 a small vessel trading from port to port along a 
coast 2a a tray or stand, esp of silver, for a decanter b a small mat used, 
esp under a drinks glass, to protect a surface (’ct)AST '-erJ 
'coastguard /-.gahdZ n (a member oO a force responsible for maintain- 
ing lookout posts round the coast of the UK for mounting rescues at sea, 
preventing smuggling, etc 

'coastline /-Men/ n the outline or shape of a coast ofcxira 
PHY 

'coat Aoht/ n 1 an outer garment that has sleeves and usu opens the full 
length of the centre front 2 the external covenng of an animal 3 a 
protective layer, a coating (ME cote, fr OF, of Gmc ongin. akin to OHG 
kozza coarse mantle] - coated adj 

’coat vt to cover or spread with a protective or enclosing layer - 
coster n 

'coat .hanger n ^hangfr 

coati Aoh'ahti/ n a tropical Amencan mammal related to the raccoon 
but with a longer body and tail and a long flexible snout [Pg coati, fr 
Tupi] 

CO.atrmundi /-'moondi/ n a coati [Tupi] 
coating Aohting/ n a layer of one substance covenng another 
.coat of 'arms n, pi coats of arms (a tabard or surcoat embroidered with) 
a set of distinctive heraldic shapes or representations, usu depicted on a 
shield, that is the central part of a heraldic achievement [trans of F cotte 
d'armes] 

'coat .tails n pi two long tapering skirts at the back of a man’s coat 
coax Aohks/ vt 1 to influence or gently urge by caresses or flattery, 
wheedle 2 to draw or gam by means of gentle urging or flattery <-^ed 
an answer out of her} 3 to manipulate with great perseverance and skill 
towards a desired condition [earlier coices, fr cokes, n (simpleton)] 
coaxial Aoh'aksi-al/ adj mounted on concentric shafts - coaxially 
adv 

coaxial cabla n a conductor for high-frequency electrical signals (e g 
telephone or television signals) consisting of a tube of electrically conduc- 
ting matenal containing, and separated by a layer of insulation from, a 
central conducting wire 

'cob Aob/ n 1 a male swan 2 cy>rncob 1 3 (any oO a breed of 
short-legged stocky horses 4 Br a small rounded usu crusty loaf [ME 
cobbe leader; akin to OE cot cottage - more at 'cot] - cobby adj 



cob 


188 


*COb fl a building material used chiefly in SW England and consisting of 
natural clay or chalk mixed with straw or hair as a binder; also a house 
built of cob BUILDING [perh fr 'cob (rounded mass, lump)] 
cobalt /'koh.bawit/ n a tough divalent or trivaient silver-white magnetic 
metallic element pfriodic table [G kobalt, alter, of kobold, lit., 
goblin, fr MHG kobolt, fr its occurrence in silver ore, believed to be due 
to goblins] - cobaltic Aoh'bawltik/ adj, cobaltoua Aoh'bawitas/ adj 
.cobalt 'blue n a greenish blue pigment consisting essentially of cobalt 
oxide and alumina 

cobber /'koba/ n, Austr a man’s male friend, a mate - infml [prob fr 
Yiddish chaber comrade, fr Heb] 

'cobble /kobl/ vt cobbling /'kobling, 'kobl-mg/ 1 to repair (esp shoes); 
also to make (esp shoes) 2 to make or assemble roughly or hastily - usu 
+ together [ME cohlen, perh back-formation fr cobelere cobbler] 
’cobble tt a naturally rounded stone of a size suitable for paving a street 
[back-formation fr cobblestone] 

’cobble V/ to pave with cobblestones 

cobbler Aobb/ n 1 a mender or maker of leather goods, esp shoes 2 
pi, Br nonsense, rubbish - often used intei^ectionally; infml [ME cobelere-, 
(2) rhyming slang cobbler's (awls) balls, testicles] 

'cobblestone /-.stohn/ n a cobble [ME fr cobble- (prob fr cob lump, 
round object) ^ stone] - cobblestoned adj 

coble /'kohbl, ‘kobi/ n a flat-bottomed fishing boat with a lugsaii 
[ME] 

cobnut Aob.nut/ n (the nut oO a European hazel [cob (lump, round 
object)] 

Cobol, COBOL /'kohbol/ n a high-level computer language designed for 
business applications [common business oriented /anguage] 
cobra /*kobr3, 'kohbra/ n any of several venomous Asiatic and African 
snakes that have grooved fangs and when excited expand the skin of the 
neck into a hood [Pg cobra (de capello), lit , hooded snake, fr L colubra 
snake] 

cobweb /'kob.web/ n 1 (a) spider's web 2 a single thread spun by a 
spjder [ME coppeweb, fr coppe spider (fr OE Horcoppe) + web, akin to 
MD coppe spider] - cobwcbbed adj, cobwebby adj 
coca Aohka/ n (the dried cocaine-containing leaves oQ a S American * 
shrub [Sp, fr Quechua kuka] 

cocaine Aoh'kayn, ko-/ n an alkaloid that is obuined from coca leaves, 
has been used as a local anaesthetic, and is a common drug of abuse thgt 
can result in psychological dependence - cocalnism /-.niz(a)m/ n 
coccidioaia Aok,sidi'ohsis/ n. pi coccidioaes /-setz/ a disease of birds 
(e g poultry) and mammals (e g sheep) caused by coccidia [NL] 
coccldium Aok'sidi-am/ n, pi coccidia /-di-a/ any of an order of 
protozoans usu parasitic in the lining of the digestive tract of vertebrates 
[NE dim. of coccus] 

coccua /'kokas/ n, pi cocci /'kok(s)ie/ a sphencal bacterium [NL, fr Gk 
kokkos] - coccal /-kal/ adj, coccoid /-koyd/ adj 
coccyx /'koksiks/ n, pi coccyges /-sijeez/ also coccyxes the end of the 
spinal column below the sacrum in human beings and the tailless apes 
[NL, fr Gk kokkyx cuckoo, coccyx; fr its resemblance to a cuckoo's beak] 

- coccygeal Aok'siji-al/ adj 

Cochin China /Jkohchin 'chiena, .kochin/ n any of an Asian breed of 
large domestic fowl with thick plumage and densely feathered legs and 
feet [Cochin China, region of Vietnam] . 

cochinaal /.kochi'neel/ n a red dyestuiT consisting of the dried bodies of 
female cochineal insects, used esp as a colouring agent for food [MF & 
Sp; MF cochenille, fr OSp cochinilla wood louse, cochineal] 
.cochi'noal .insect n a small bright red insect that feeds on cactus 
cochlea /'kokli a/ n, pi cochleae, cochleae /-li.ce/ a coiled part of the 
inner ear of higher vertebrates that is Ailed with liguid through which- 
sound waves are transmitted to the auditory nerve nerve [NL. fr 
L, snail, snail shell, fr Ok kochhas, fr kochlos land snail; akin to Gk 
konche mussel] - cochlear a^i 

'cock Aok/ n la the (adult) male of various birds, specif the domestic 
fowl h the male of Ash, crabs, lobsters, and other aquatic animals 2 a 
device (e g a tap or valve) for regulating the flow of a liquid 3 the hammer 
of a fireann or its position when cocked ready for Aring 4 Br - used as 
a term of infml address to a man 5 the penis - vulg 6 Br nonsense, rubbish 
> slang [ME cok, fr OE cocc, of imit origin] 

’cock vi to set the hammer of a Arearm ready for Aring vr la to draw 
back and set the hammer of (a Arearm) for Aring b to draw or bend back 
in preparation for throwing or hitting 2a to set erect (the dog ^ed its 
eua) b to turn, tip, or tilt, usu to one side <^ed his bead inquiringly) 
3 to turn up (e g the brim of a hat) [cock (to swagger, stick up), fr ME 


cocken to quarrel, fight, fr cok cock] - cock a snook to react with disdain 
or defiance <cock a snook at authority) 

’cock n a small pile (e g of hay) [ME cok, of Scand origin] 

*cock vt to put (e g hay) into cocks 

cockade Ao'kayd/ n an ornament (e g a rosette or knot of ribbon) worn 
on the hat as a badge [modif of F cocarde, fr fern of cocard vain, fr coq 
cock, fr OF coc, of imit ongin] - cockaded adj 
cock-a-hoop /.kok a 'hoohp/ adj tnumphantly boastful, exulting - infml 
[fr the phrase to set cock a hoop to be festive] 

,COCk-a-'leekle /a 'leeki/ n a chicken and leek soup [alter of cockie 
(dim of 'cock) + leekie, dim of leek] 

.cock-and-bull adj of or being an incredible and apparently concocted 
story - infml 

COCkatiel /.koka'teel/ n a small grey Australian parrot with a crested 
yellow head [D kaketielje, denv of Malay kakatua] 
cockatoo /.koka'tooh/ n, pi cockatoos any of numerous large noisy usu 
showy and crested chiefly Australasian parrots [D kaketoe, fr Malay 
kakatua, fr kakak elder sibling + tua old] 

cockatrice /'kokatris, -tnes/ n a mythical serpent that was hatched from 
a cock’s egg and had a deadly glance [ME cocatnee, fr MF cocatns 
mongoose, cockatrice, fr ML cocatnc-. cocat nx mongoose] 
cockchafer Aok,chayfa/ n a large European beetle destructive to 
vegetation ['eex-'k + chafer] 

'cock, crow /-.kroh/ n dawn 

.cocked 'hat n a hat with bnm turned up at 3 places to give a 3-comercd 

shape ^3* OARMkNT 

cockerel /’kok(a)ral/ n a young male domestic fowl [ME cokerelle, fr 
OF dial kokerel, dim of OF coc] 

.cocker 'spaniel /'koka/ n a small spaniel with long ears and silky coat 
[cocking (woodcock hunting)] 

.COCk'eyed A'led/ adj 1 having a squint 2a askew, awry b somewhat 
foolish or mad (a ^ scheme) USE infml - cockeyedly /-'ic(i)dli/ adv, 
cockeyednesa A'ie(i)dnis/ n 

'cock, fighting A,rieting/ n the setting of specially bred cocks, usu Atted 
with metal spurs, to Aght each other for public entertainment - cock- 
fight n 

'cockle Aokl/ n CORN rocKi e [ME, fr OE coccel] 

’cockle n (the nbbed shell oO a (common edible) bivalve mollusc [ME 
cokille, fr MF coquille shell, modif of L conchylia, pi of conchylium, fr 
Gk konchylion, fr konche conch] 

’cockle n a pucker or wrinkle [MF coquille] - cockle vb 
'cockle.ehell A,shel/ n 1 the shell of a cockle, scallop, or similar mollusc 
2 a light flimsy boat 

cockney /’kokni/ n 1 a native of London and now esp of the E End of 
London 2 the dialect of (the E End oO London [ME cokeney pampered 
child, (eflcminatc) townsman, lit., cocks’ egg, fr coken (gen pi of cok cock) 
4 ey egg, fr OE aeg] - cockney adj, cockneyfy /-ni.fle/ vt, cockneyish adj, 
cockneyism Ani,iz(a)m/ n 

.cock of the 'walk n one who dominates or is self-assertive, esp 
overbearingly 

'cockpit /-.pit/ n la a pit or enclosure for cockAghts b a place noted 
for bloody, violent, or prolonged conflict 2a the rear part of the lowest 
deck of a sailing warship used as oflicers' quarters and for treating the 
wounded b a recess below deck level from which a small vessel (e g a 
yacht) IS steered c a space in the fuselage of an aeroplane for the pilot (and 
crew) ^3^ FLIGHT d the dnver's compartment in a racing or sports 
car 

'cockroach A.rohch/ n any of numerous omnivorous usu dark brown 
chiefly nocturnal insects that include somt that are domestic pests [by 
folk etymology fr Sp cucaracha, irreg fr c$ca caterpillar] 

.cock'aure A'shooa, -'shaw/ adj cocky - igfml [prob fr 'cock < sure] - 

cockaurely adv, cocksurencia n 

'cocktail Aok.Uyl/ n la a drink of mixed ipirits or of spirits mixed with 
flavourings b sthg resembling or suggesting such a drink; esp a mixture 
of diverse elements 2a an appetizer of tomato juice, shellAsh, etc b a dish 
of tVaely chopped mixed fruits [prob fr 'cock f tail] 

’cocktail adj of, appropriate to accompany, or set aside for cocktails or 
a cocktail party (the ^ hour) (a ~ dress) 

cock up vt, chiefly Br to spoil or render a failure by bungling or 
incompetence - slang - cock-op /*- .-/ n 
'cocky Akoki/ adj marked by overconAdence or presumptuousness - 
infml ['cock + -y] - cockily adv, cockincM n 
’cocky n, Austr A NZ one who owns a small farm [by shortening St alter, 
fr cockatoo; fr orig contemptuous comparison of such farmers to 
voracious transient birds) 
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coco /'koh.koh/ n, pi cocos coconut palm [Sp & Pg; Sp, fr Pg coco, lit , 
bogeyman] 

cocoa /'koh.koh/ ii 1 the cacao tree 2a powdered ground roosted cacao 
seeds from which some fat has been removed - compare cikxtolatf I b 
a beverage made by mixing cocoa with usu hot milk [modif of Sp 
cacao] 

.cocoa 'butter n a pale vegetable fat with a low melting point obtained 
from cacao seeds 

coconut a/so cocoanut /'kohka.nut/ n the large oval fruit of the coconut 
palm whose outer fibrous husk yields coir and whose nut contains thick 
edible meal and a thick sweet milk; a/so coconut pai m 
'coconut .palm n a tall (American) tropical palm 
'coconut ,shy n a stall at a funfair where one throws balls at coconuts 
on stands 

'cocoon /ka'koohn/ n 1 (an animal's protective covering similar to) a 
(silk) envelope which an insect larva forms about itself and in which it 
passes the pupa stage 2 a (protective) covering like a cocoon (e g for an 
aeroplane in storage) 3 a sheltered or insulated state of existence [F 
ccKon, fr Prov coucoun, fr coco shell, fr L coccum outgrowth on a tree, 
fr Gk kokkos gram, seed, kermes berry] 

'cocoon vt to wrap or envelop, esp tightly, (as iQ m a cocoon 
cocotte /ko'kot, ka-/ n a courtesan [F] 

'cod /kod/, 'cod.fish n, pi cod (the flesh oO a soft-finned N Atlantic food 
fish or related Pacific fish [ME] 

'cod n. Br nonsense - slang [short for codswallop] 
coda /'kohda/ n 1 a concluding musical section that is formally distinct 
from the mam structure -Jf music 2 sthg that serves to round out or 
conclude sthg, esp'u istcrary or dramatic work, and that has an interest 
of Its own [It, lit . tail, fr L cauda] 

coddle /'kodi/ vt coddling /'ktxllmg, 'kodi mg/ 1 to cook (esp eggs) 
slowly in u liquid just below the boiling point 2 to treat with extreme care, 
pamper [perh fr caudle] - coddler /'kodU, 'kodl a/ n 
'code /kohd/ n 1 a systematic botiy of laws, esp with statutory force 2 
a system of principles or maxims (moral -^ > 3a a system of signals for 
communication b a system of symbols used to represent assigned and 
often secret meanings - compare cipmfr 2a 4 (jFNFTIC code [ME, fr 
MF, fr L caudex, codex trunk of a tree, tablet of wood covered with wax 
for writing on, book, akin to E cudere to beat - more at hfw] ~ codel4»» 
adj 

'code vt 1 to put into the form or symbols of a code 2 to specify (an ammo 
acid, protein, etc) m terms ol the genetic code ^ v/ to be or contain the 
genetic code for an ammo acid, protein, etc - codable /'kohdibl ' adj, 
coder /'kohda/ n 

codeine /'koh.deen/ n a denvative of morphine that is weaker m action 
than morphine and is given orally to relieve pain and coughing [F 
codeine, fr Gk kodeia poppyhead, fr kiKis cavity, akin to Gk koiU^ 
hollow] 

'code .name n a name that for secrecy or convenience is used in place 
of an ordinary name 

codex /'koh.deks/ n. pi codices /-di.sce// a manusenpt book, esp of 
biblical or classical texts [L] 

'cod.fish /-.fish/ n a cod 

codger /’koja/ n an old and mildly eccentnc man - esp m old codger, 
mfml (prob alter of cadger] 

codicil /'kohdisil/ 0 I a modifying clause added to a will 2 an appendix, 
supplement [MF codicille, fr L c^icillus, dim of codic-, codex book] - 
codicillary /.kohdi'sibn/ adj 

codify /'kohdi.fie/ vt 1 to reduce to a code 2 to express in a s' tematic 
form - codifiable /-.fie-abl/ adj, codiflability /-.fie a'bibti/ n, codification 
/-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
codlin /'kodim/ n 'codling 

'codling Aodlmg/ n a young cod [ME, fr 'cod + -ling] 

'codling n any of several elongated greenish cooking apples [alter of ME 
guerdlyng] 

'codling .moth n a small moth whose larva lives m apples, pears, etc 
'codlin .moth n codling moth 

, cod-liver 'oil n an oil obtained from the liver of the cod and closely 
related fishes and used as a source of vitamins A and D 
codon /kohdon/ n a group of 3 adjacent nucleotides m RNA or DNA 
that codes for a particular amino acid or starts or stops protein synthesis 
['code f '-on] 

'cod.piece /-.pecs/ n a fiap or bag concealing an opening in the front of 
men's breeches, esp in the 1 5th and 16th c garment (ME codpese, 
fr cod bag, scrotum (fr OE codd) f pese piece) 
code Aodz/ n, Br nonsense - slang (short for codswallop] 


codswallop /'kodz.wobp/ n, chiefly Br nonsense - slang [ongin 
unknown] 

coed /.koh'ed/ 1 a coeducational school 2 NAm a female student in a 
coeducational institution USE mfml [short for coeducational] - coed 
adj 

coeducation /,koh-edyoo'kaysh(3)n, -ejoo-/ n the education of students 
of both sexes at the same institution - coeducational adj, coeducationally 
adv 

coefficient /,koh i'fish(3)nt/ n 1 any of the factors, esp vanable quanti- 
ties, that are multiplied together m a mathematical product considered in 
relation to a usu specified factor </n the expression 5xy the ofxy is 5> 

2 a number that serves as a measure of some property or characteristic 
(e g of a device or process) < ~ of expansion of a metal) [NL coeffiaent-, 
coefficiens, fr L co- efficient-, efTiciens efficient] 
coelacanth /'seeb.kanth/ n any of a family of mostly extinct fishes 
[denv of Gk koilos hollow + akantha thorn, spine - more at 'cave] - 
coelacanthine /-'kanthien/, coelacanthous /-'kanthos/ adj 
-coele, -coel /-.seel/ comb form (- n) cavity; chamber 
(blastoc(^\e> (ent^rnroe\e) [probfrNL -coc/a, fr neut pi of -coe/us 
hollow, concave, fr Gk -koilos, fr koilos] 
coelenterate /see'lent^rayt, -rat/ n any of a phylum of invertebrate 
animals including the corals, sea anemones, and jellyfishes [denv of Gk 
koilos + enteron intestine - more at intfr-] - coelenterate adj 
coeliac, NAm chiefly celiac /'seeli.ak/ adj of the abdominal cavity [L 
coeliacus, fr Gk koiliakos, fr koilia cavity, fr koilos] 

'coeliac di.sease n defective digestion of fats in the intestines, esp in 
young children 

coelom /seebm/ n. pi coeloms, coelomata /.sec'lohmata/ the usu epi- 
thelium-lmed space between the body wall and the digestive tract in 
animals more advanced than the lower worms [G, fr Gk koiloma cavity, 
fr koilos] - coelumic /see'lohmik/ adj 
‘coelo,mate /-.mayt/ n or adj (an animal) having a coelom 
Coen- /seen-/, coeno- comb form common; general <coe- 
nocyte) (coenobite) [NL, fr Gk kom-, komch, fr komos - more 
at cx)-] 

coenobite, NAm chiefly eenohite /'seena.biet/ n a member of a monastic 
community [LL coenobita, fr coenobium monastery, fr LGk koinobton, 
denv of Gk koin- coen- + bios life] - coenobitic /-'biiik/ adj 
coenocyte /’seena.siet/ n a syncytium [ISV] - coenocytic /-'sitik/ 
adj 

coenzyme /.koh'enziem/ n a nonprotein compound that combines with 
a protcin to form an active enzyme and whose activity cannot be destroyed 
by heai coenzymatic /koh.enzic'matik, -zi-/ adj, coenzymatically 
adv 

,CO, enzyme 'Ana coenzyme that occurs in all living cells and is essential 
to the metabolism of carbohydrates, fats, and some ammo acids 
coerce /koh'uhs/ vt 1 to restrain or dominate by authonty or force 2 
to compel to an act or choice - often -t into 3 to enforce or bnng about 
by force or threat [L coercere, fr co- + arcere to shut up, hold off - more 
at ark] - coercible adj, coercive /-siv/ adj, coercion /koh'uhsh(a)n/ n 
coeval Aoh'cevI/ adj of the same or equal age, antiquity, or duration [L 
coaevus. fr co- + aevum age, lifetime - more at age] - coeval n, coevallty 
/.koh I'vabti/ n 

coexist /.koh ig'zist/ vi l to exist together or at the same time 2 to live 
in peace with each other - coexistence n, coexistent adj 
coextensive /.koh ik'stensiv/ adj having the same scope or boundaries 
in space or tim'' - coextensively adv 
cofactor /.koh'fakta, '-,-/ n a substance that acts with another substance 
to bnng about certain effects, esp a coenzyme 
coffee /'kofi/ n la a beverage made by percolation, infusion, or decoc- 
tion from the roasted seeds of a coffee tree; also these seeds either green 
or roasted bcoFFFFTREE 2 a cup of coffee 3 a time when coffee is drunk 
[It & Turk. It caffe, fr Turk kahve, fr Ar qa^wa] 

'coffee, house /-.hows/ n an establishment that sells refreshments and 
commonly serves as an informal club 

'cof fee-, table adj, of a publication being outsize and lavishly produced 
(e g with extensive use of full-colour illustrations) as if for display on a 
coffee table (a pompous ^ tome - TLS) 
coffee table n a low table usu placed in a living room 
'coffee .tree n a large Afncan evergreen shrub or small tree of the 
madder family, widely cultivated in warm regions for its seeds 
coffer /'kofa/ n 1 a chest, box; esp a strongbox 2 a treasury, exchequer; 
broadly a store of wealth - usu pi with sing meaning 3a a caisson b a 
cofferdam 4 a recessed decorative panel in a vault, ceiling, etc [ME 
cofffe, fr OF, fr L cophinus basket, fr Gk kophinos] 
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cofferdam /’kofd.dam/ n a watertight enclosure from which water is 
pumped to allow construction or repair (e g of a pier or ship’s hull) 
coffin /’koTin/ n 1 a box or chest for the bunal of a corpse 2 the homy 
body forming the hoof of a horse’s foot (ME, basket, receptacle, fr MF 
cofin, fr L cophinus] - coffin vt 

'coffin .bone n the bone enclosed within the hoof of the horse 
'cog Aog/ 1 ? 1 a tooth on the nm of a wheel or gear 2 a subordinate person 
or part [ME cogge, of Scand ongin, akin to Norw kug cog; akin to OE 
eyegei cudgel] - cogged adj 

*009 vt -gg- to direct the fall of (dice) fraudulently [cog (a tnck)] 
cogent /'kohj(3)nt/ adj appealing forcibly to the mind or reason; con- 
vincing < ^ evidencey [L cogent-, cogens, prp of cogere to drive together, 
collect, fr CO- ^ agffe to drive - more at agent] - cogency /-j(a)nsi/ n, 

cogently adv 

cogitate /'kojitayl/ vi to ponder, usu intently and objectively, meditate 
vt to cogitate on USE fml [L cogttatus, pp of cogitate to think, think 
about, fr co- + agitate to dnve, agitate - more at agitate] - cogitation 
/-‘taysh(a)n/ n, cogitative /-tativ/ adj 

cogito /"kojitoh/ n the pnnciple that one’s existence can be conclusively 
established by the fact that one thinks [NL cogito, etgo sum I think, 
therefore I am (theorem stated by Rene Descartes tl650 F philos- 
opher)] 

cognac /'konyak/ n a French brandy, specif one from the departments 
of Charente and Charente-Mantime distilled from white wine [F. fr 
Cognac, town in France] 

'cognate /'kog.nayt/ adj 1 related by blood, esp on the mother's side 2a 
related by denvation or borrowing or by descent from the same ancestral 
language (^German vater is with father) b of a noun related in form 
and meaning to the verb of which it is the object 3 of the same or similar 
nature [L cognatus, fr co- f gnatus, natus, pp of nasci to be born, akin 
to L gtgnere to beget - more at kin] - cognately adv, cognateness, 
cognation Aog'naysh(a)n/ n 
*COgnata n sthg (e g a word) cognate with another 
cognition Aog'nish(a)n/ n (a product of) the act or process of knowing 
tha involves the processing of sensory information and includes percep- 
tion. awareness, and judgment [ME cogmetoun, fr L cognition-, cognitio, 
fr cognitus, pp of cognoscere to become acquainted with, know, fr co- + 
gnoscere to come to know - more at know] - cognitional /-'nish(a)nl/ 
adj, cognitive /'kognativ/ adj 

cogn-izabie, -isable /'kognizobl. kog'niezabl/ adj capable of being judi-, 
cially heard and determined - fml or technical - cognizably adv 
cogn izance, -isance /'kogniz(9)ns/ n 1 jurisdiction, control 2 the 
ability to perceive or understand 3 notice, heed <^take ^ of a faulty USE 
fml or technical [ME conisaunce, fr OF conoissance, fr conoistte to know, 
fr L cognoscere] 

cogn-izant, 4tant /'kogniz(3)nt/ adj having special or certain knowl- 
edge, often from firsthand sources - fml or technical [back-formation fr 
cognizance] 

cognomen Aog'nohmin/ n, pi cognomens, cognomina /-'nomina, 
-'noh-/ 1 a surname; esp the family (and usu 3rd) name of sby named in 
the ancient Roman fashion 2 a name, esp a desenptive nickname - fml 
or humor [L, irreg fr co- + nomen name - more at name] - cognomlnal 
/-'nominl/ adj 

cognoacente /.konyoh'shenti, .kogna-/ n, pi cognoscenti a person 
having or claiming expert knowledge; a connoisseur [obs It (now conos- 
cente), fr cognoscente, adj, wise, fr L cognoscent-, cognoscens, prp of 
cognoscere] 

'cog, wheel /-.weelZ n a wheel with cogs or teeth 
cohabit Aoh'habitZ vi to live or exist together, specif as husband and 
wife [LL cohabitare, fr L co- * babitare to inhabit, fr habitus, pp of 
babere to have] - cohabitant n, cohabitation n 
cohere Aoh'hiaZ vi 1 to hold together firmly as parts of the same mass; 
broadly to stick, adhere 2a to become united in ideas or interests b to 
be logically or aesthetically consistent [L cobaerere, (r co- + haerere to 
stick - more at hesita fe] 

coherent Aoh'hiarontZ adj 1 having the quality of cohering 2a logically 
consistent <a argumeaty b showing a unity of thought or purpose 3 
relating to, composed of, or producing (electromagnetic) waves in phase 
with each other lighfy [MF or L; MF coherent, fr L cohaerent-, 
cobaerens, prp of cobaerere] - coherence Z-ransZ, coherency n, coherently 
adv 

coheeion Aoh'heezh(a)n/ n the act or process of cohering [L cobaesus, 
pp of cobaerere] - coheaionle« adj, cohesive /-'heesiv, -ziv/ Mdj, 

€«heslvely adv, cohesiveness o 

eohCHt /lu)h,hawt/ o la a group of soldiers; esp, sing or pi in coostr a 


division of a Roman legion b a band, group c a group of individuals 
having age, class membership, or other statistical factors in common in 
a study of the population 2 chiefly NAm a companion, accomplice [MF 
& L; MF cohorte, fr L cohort-, cohors - more at court] 

'coif AoyfZ n a close-fitting cap e g a a hoodlike bonnet worn by nuns 
under a veil b a protective usu metal skullcap formerly worn under a hood 
of mail [ME coife, fr MF, fr LL cofea] 

*COif vt -ff- 1 to cover or dress (as iQ with a coif 2 to arrange (hair) by 
brushing, combing, or curling 
coiffe ZkwahfZ n a hairstyle (ME coife, coyffe coif) 
coiffeur Zkwah'fuh (Ft kwafoexr)/ n a hairdresser [F, fr coiffer] 
coiffeuse Zkwah'fuhz {Ft kwafpiz)/ n a female hairdresser [F, fern of 
coiffeur] 

coiffure /kwah’f(y)003 (Fr kwafyir)/ n a hairstyle [F, fr coi/fer to cover 
with a coif, arrange (hair), fr coife] - coiffured adj 
'coil AoylZ vt to wind into nngs or spirals ^ w 1 to move in a circular, 
spiral, or winding course 2 to form or lie in a coil [MF coillir, cuilhr to 
gather - more at cull] - coilability Z-b'bibtiZ n 
*Coil n la (a length of rope, cable, etc gathered into) a senes of loops; a 
spiral b a single loop of a coil 2 a number of turns of wire, esp in spiral 
form, usu for electromagnetic effect or for providing electrical resistance 

3 a senes of connected pipes in rows, layers, or windings 4 (a stamp from) 
a roll of postage stamps 

'coin AoynZ n 1 a usu thin round piece of metal issued as money 2 metal 
money [ME, fr MF, wedge, corner, fr L cuneus wedge] 

*Coin vt la to make (a com), esp by stamping, mint b to convert (metal) 
into coins 2 to create, invent a phrasey 3 to make or earn (money) 
rapidly and in large quantity - often in com it 
coinage /*koynij/ n 1 coming or (a large number oO coins 2 sthg (c g 
a word) made up or invented 

'coin-, box n a telephone whose operation is paid for by the insertion of 
coins, also the box attached to such a telephone that receives the coins 
coincide /.koh m'siedZ vi 1 to occupy the same place m space or time 
2 to correspond m nature, character, function, or position 3 to be m 
accord or agreement; concur [ML coincidere, fr L co- + incidere to fall 
on, fr in- + cadere to fall - more at chance] 

coincidence Aoh'insid(3)ns, sense I also ,koh m'sied(d)ns/ n 1 the act 
or condition of coinciding; a correspondence 2 (an example oO the chance 
occurrence at the same time or place of 2 or more events that appear to 
be related or similar - coincidental Z.koh insi'dentlZ adj, coincidentally 
adv 

coincident /koh'msid(3)nt/ adj 1 occupying the same space or time 
pointsy 2 of similar nature; harmonious [F, fr ML coincident-, coincid- 
ens, prp of coincidere] - coincidently adv 
coiner /'koynaZ n, chiefly Br sby who makes counterfeit coins ['c-oin 

4 '-er] 

'coin- op /op/ 71 a self-service laundry where the machines are operated 
by coins 

coir /’koya/ n a stiff coarse fibre from the husk of a coconut [Tamil kayiru 
rope] 

coition Aoh’ish(3)n/ n coitus [LL. fr L coition-, coitio a coming 
together, fr coitus, pp of coire to come together, fr co- + ire to go - more 
at issue] -- coitional adj 

coitus /'koytas, 'koh itas/ n the natural conveying of semen to the female 
reproductive tract; broadly sexual intercourse [L, fr coitus, pp] - 
coital adj, coitally adv 

.coitus inter'ruptus /inta'niptas/ n coitus which is purposely inter- 
rupted in order to prevent ejaculation of sperm into the vagina [NL. 
interrupted coitus] 

.coitus reser'vatus /rezuh'vahtas/ n a)iTus interruptus [NL, 
coitus held back] 

'coke /kohk/ n a solid porous fuel that regiains after gases have been 
driven from coal by heating [ME; akin to Sw kalk pith, Gk gelgis bulb 
of garlic] 

*COke vt to convert (coal) into coke 
*COke n cocaine - slang [by shortening &. alter.] 
col Aol/ n a depression or pass in a mountain ndge or range [F, fr MF, 
neck, fi< L coJIum] 

'col- - sed COM- 

*col-, coll-, Colo- comb form 1 colon ^colii/s) ^colostomy) 2 colon bacillus 
<coli/brm> (coliphagey [NL, fr L colon] 

'cola /’kohb/ pi of *colon 

*Cola also k<da /'kohb/ n a carbonated soft drink flavoured with extract 
from coca leaves, kola nut, sugar, caramel, and acid and aromatic 
substances [fr Coca-Cola, a trademark] 
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colander /'kobnd»; also 'ku-/, cullender /’kubnda/ q, a perforated 
bowl-shaped utensil for washing or draining food [ME colyndorg, prob 
modif of OProv coiador, fr ML colalonum, fr L colatus, pp of colare to 
sieve, fr colum sieve] 
cola nut n kola nut 

col arco Aol 'ahkoh/ adv with the bow - used in music; compare 
PIZZICATO [It] 

colatitude /.koh'latityoohd/ n the difference between a degree of lati- 
tude and 90* 

colchicine Aolchiseen, 'koiki-/ n an alkaloid extracted from the corms 
or seeds of the meadow saffron and used esp to inhibit division of the cell 
nucleus in mitosis and in the treatment of gout 
colchicum Aolchikam, 'kolki-/ n (the colchi<;ine-containing dried corm 
or seed of) the meadow saffron or a related plant [NL, genus name, fr 
L, a kind of plant with a poisonous root, fr Gk kolchikon, lit., product 
of Colchis, fr Colchis, ancient country in Asia] 

'cold Aohld/ adj 1 having a low temperature, often below some normal 
temperature or below that compatible with human comfort 2| marked 
by lack of warm feeling, unemotional; also unfriendly <a stare} b 
marked by deliberation or calculation <a ^ act of aggression} 3a 
previously cooked but served cold meats} b not (sufficiently) hot or 
heated c made cold dnnks} d of a process performed on an unheated 
matenal conditioning of steel pnor to rolling} 4a depressing, cheer- 
less b producing a sensation of cold; chilling <- blank walls} c cooi 
S 5a dead b unconscious (^knocked out ^ > 6a retaining only faint scents, 
traces, or clues <a ^ traif} b far from a goal, object, or solution sought 
c stale, uninteresting <~ news} 7 presented or regarded in a straightfor- 
ward way, imprrain'il ^the ^ facts) 8 unprepared 9 intense yet without 
the usual outward effects <a ^ fury} [ME, fr OE ceald, cald, akin to 
OHG kalt cold, L gelu frost, gelare to free/e] - coldish adj, coldly adv, 
coldness ri - in cold blood with premeditation, deliberately 
‘cold n la a condition of low temperature b cold weather 2 bodily 
sensation prixluced by relative lack of heat, chill 3 a bodily disorder 
popularly associated with chilling, specif common cxild 4 a state of 
neglect or depnvation - esp in come/bnng in out of the cold 
’cold adv with utter finality, absolutely <was turned down ^ > 

, cold-blooded adj la done or acting without consideration or compunc- 
tion, ruthless murder} b concerned only with the facts, emotionless 
2 having a body temperature not internally regulated but approximating 
to that of the environment - compare warm-blcx)dfd - cold-bloodedly 
adv, cold-bloodedness n 

cold chisel n a chisel made of steel of a strength and temper suitable for 
chipping or cutting cold metal 
.cold 'comfort n scant consolation 

.cold 'cream n a thick oily often perfumed cream for cleansing and 
soothing the skin of the neck, face, etc 
.cold 'feet n pi apprehension or doubt strong enough to prevent a planned 
course of action 

'cold .frame n a usu glass-covered frame without artificial heat used to 
protect plants and seedlings 
.cold 'front n an advancing edge of a cold air mass 
.cold 'shoulder n intentionally cold or unsympathetic treatment - usu 
+ the - cold-shoulder vt 

'cold .Spre n (herpes simplex when occurnng as) 1 or more blisters 
appearing round or inside the mouth 

.cold 'storage n a condition of being held or continued without being 
acted on; abeyance 

.cold 'sweat n concurrent perspiration and chill, usu associated with 
fear, pain, or shock 

.cold 'turkey n 1 NAm blunt language or procedure 2 (the shivcnng, 
nausea, feelings of fear, etc resulting from) the abrupt complete cessation 
of the use of an addictive narcotic drug by an addict - infml 
'cold .type n composition or typesetting done without the casting of 
metal, esp produced directly by a typewnter mechanism 
'cold .war n 1 a conflict cam^ on by methods short of military action 
2 a hostile but nonviolent relationship - cold warrior n 
'cold .wave n a period of unusually cold weather 
cole Aohl/ n cabbage, broccoli, kohlrabi, or a related (edible) plant of the 
cabbage family [ME, fr OE cal, fr L caulis stem, cabbage - more at 
hole] 

coleoptera /.koli'optara/ n pi the insects that are beetles [NL, dcriv of 
Gk koleon sheath + pteron wing - more at feathlr] - coleopterist n, 
coleopteroua adj 

coleopteran /.koli'optaran/ n ‘beetlf 1 - coleopteran adj 
coleoptile /.koli'optiel/ n the first leaf produced by a germinating seed 


of grasses and some related plants, that forms a protective sheath round 
the bud that develops into the shoot [NL coleoptilum, fr Gk koleon + 
ptilon down, akin to Gk pteron] 

coleslaw /'kohl.slaw/ n a salad of raw sliced or chopped white cabbage 
- compare sauerkraut [D koolsla, fr kool cabbage f sla salad] 
coleus /'kohli as/ n. pi coleuses any of a large genus of plants of the mint 
family including many grown for their showy foliage [NL, genus name, 
fr Gk koleos, koleon sheath] 

coley /'kohli/ n, pi coley, esp for different types coleys Br an important 
N Atlantic food fish closely related to the cod [prob by shortening & alter 
fr coalfish] 
coil- - sec ^coL- 

colic /’kolik/ n a paroxysm of abdominal pain localized in the intestines 
or other hollow organ and caused by spasm, obstruction, or twisting [ME, 
fr MF colique, fr L colicus colicky, fr Gk kolikos, fr kolon, alter, of kolon 
colon] - colicky adj 

coliseum /.kob'see am/ n 1 cap colosseum 1 2 coliseum, colosseum a 
large building (e g a stadium or theatre) used for public entertainments 
(ML Colisseum, Colosseum] 

colitis /ka'lietds, koh-/ n inflammation of the colon [NL] 
coll-, collo- comb form 1 glue (^coWagen} (coWodion} 2 colloid ^col- 
lotype} [NL, fr Gk koll-, kollo-, fr kolla - more at PROTfxxrt] 
collaborate Aa'labarayt/ vi 1 to work together or with another (e g in 
an intellectual endeavour) 2 to cooperate with an enemy of one’s country 
[LL collaboratus, pp of collaborare to labour together, fr L com- + 
laborare to labour] - collaborator n, collaborative /-rativ/ adj, collabor- 
ation /-'raysh(3)n/ n 

collaborationism A3.1ab3'raysh3ni7(3)m/ n collaboration with an 
enemy - collaborationist adj or n 

collage /'kolahzh/ n 1 an (abstract) composition made of pieces of 
paper, wood, cloth, etc fixed to a surface 2 an assembly of diverse 
fragments <a ^ of ideas} [F, gluing, fr coller to glue, fr colle glue, fr 
(assumed) VL colla, fr Gk kolla] - collagist n 
collagen /"kobjan/ n an insoluble protein that occurs as fibres in 
connective tissue (e g tendons) and in bones and yields gelatin and glue 
on prolonged heating with water [Gk kolla + ISV •gen] - collagenic 
/.kob'jenik/ adj, collagenous Aa'lajinas/ adj 
'collapse Aa'laps/ vr 1 to break down completely, disintegrate 2 to fall 
in or give way abruptly and completely (e g through compression) 3 to 
lose force, value, or cflect suddenly 4 to break down in energy, stamina, 
or self-control through exhaustion or disea.se; esp to fall helpless or 
uncoiiscupis 5 to fold down into a more compact shape <a telescope that 
~ s> ^ V/ ' cause to collapse [L collapsus, pp of collabi, fr com- + labi 
to fall, slide - more at slclp] - collapsible adj, collapsibility 
/-sa’bibti/ n 

’collapse n la an (extreme) breakdown in energy, strength, or 
self-control b an airless state of (part oO a lung 2 the act or an instance 
of collapsing 

'collar /kob/ n 1 a band, stnp, or chain worn round the neck e g a a 
band that serves to finish or decorate the neckline of a garment, esp one 
that IS turned over b a band fitted about the neck of an animal c a part 
of the hui iicss of draught animals that fits over the shoulders and takes 
the strain when a load is drawn d a protective or supportive device worn 
round the neck 2 sthg resembling a collar (e g a nng or round flange to 
restrain motion or hold sthg in place) 3 any of vanous animal structures 
or markings similar to a^ollar in appearance or form 4 a cut of bacon 
from the neck of a pig meat [ME coler, fr OF, fr L collare, fr 
collum neck, akin to ON & OHG hals neck. OE hweol wheel - more at 
wHEEi ] - collared adj, collarless adj 

’collar vt la to seize by the collar or neck, broadly to apprehend b to get 
control of 2 to buttonhole USE infml 

'collar .beam n a horizontal beam in a roof, that connects 2 opposite 
rafters at a place higher than their base - compare tie-beam 
archifecture 

'collarbone /-.bohn/ n the clavicle anatomy 
collate /ka'Iayt/ vt 1 to collect and compare carefully in order to venfy 
and often to integrate or arrange in order 2 to appoint (a priest) to a 
Church of England benefice of which the bishop is the patron 3 to 
assemble in proper order <'^ pnnted sheets} [back-formation fr colla- 
tion] - collator n 

'collateral Aa1at(3)rdl/ adj 1 accompanying as secondary or subordi- 
nate 2 belonging to the same ancestral stock but not in a direct line of 
descent - usu contrasted with lineal 3 parallel or corresponding in 
position, time, or significance 4 of or being collateral [ME, prob fr MF, 
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fr ML cottatenlis, fr L com- + latcnUts lateral] - collaterally adv, 
coUatcrality /-'rabti/ n 

Collateral o 1 a collateral relative 2 property pledged by a borrower to 
protect the interests of the lender 

COllatiort A3'laysh(a)n/ n 1 a light meal; esp one allowed on fast days 
in place of lunch or supper 2 the act, process, or result of collating ((1) 
ME, fr ML collation-, collano, fr LL. conference, fr L, bnnging together, 
companson, fr collatus (pp of confetrc to bring together, bestow upon), 
fr com- + latus, pp of ferrc to carry; (2) ME, fr L collation-, collatw] 
collaague /’koleeg/ n a fellow worker, esp in a profession [MF colleguc, 
fr L collega, fr com- 4 legare to appoint, depute - more at legate] 
Collect Aolikt/ n a short prayer comprising an invocation, petition, and 
conclusion; speaf, often cap one preceding the Epistle read at Com- 
munion [ME collecte, fr OF, fr ML collecta, short for oratio ad coUectam 
prayer upon assembly] 

Collect Aa'Iekt/ vt la to bnng together into 1 body or place, specif to 
assemble a collection of b to gather or exact from a number of sources 
taxes} 2 to accumulate, gather (pooks ^ dust} 3 to gam or regain 
control of <>« his thoughts} 4 to claim as due and receive possession or 
payment of social security} 5 to provide transport or escort for 
the children from school} 6 chiefly Br to gam, obtain ^ vi 1 to come 
together m a band, group, or mass; gather ^the troops ^ed> 2a to 
assemble a collection b to receive payment < ^ mg on his insurance} [L 
collectus, pp of colitgere to collect, fr com- + legere to gather] - 
collectible, collectable adj 

^collect Aa'lekt/ adv or adj, NAm to be paid for by the receiver (jsend 
the package ^ ><a ^ telephone call} 
collected Aa'lektid/ adj 1 exhibiting calmness and composure 2 of a 
gait or horse (performed) m a state of collection - compare ex tended - 

collectedly adv, collectedneu n 

collection Aa'leksh(a)n/ n 1 sthg collected; esp an accumulation of 
objects gathered for study, comparison, or exhibition 2 a standard pasc 
of a well-schooled and responsive ndmg horse with its head arched and 
its hocks well under the body [^cdllect « -ion] 

'collective Aalektiv/ adj 1 denoting a number of individuals considered 
as 1 group <flock isa ^ word} 2 of a fruit multiple 4 3 of, made, or 
held in common by a group of individuals responsibility} 4 collectiv- 
ized <a farm} - collectively adv 

‘collective n 1 sing or pi in constr a collective body; a group 2 a 
cooperative organization; specif a collective farm « 

CoMective 'bargaining n negotuition between an employer and union 
representatives usu on wages, hours, and working conditions 
COl,lective ae'curity n the maintenance by common action of the 
secunty of all members of an association of nations 
COl,lective un'conecious n that part of a person’s unconscious which 
is mhented and shared with all other people 

collactivism Aa'lekti,viz(9)m/ n a political or economic theory 
advocating collective control, esp over production and distribution - 
coHecthlst adj or n, coUectiflsHc /-'vistik/ adj, coUectivistically adv 
collactiv-ize, -iie Aa'Iektiviez/ vt to organize under collective control 
- collectivization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

collector Aa'lekta/n la an ofTicial who collects funds, esp money bone 
who makes a collection <a stamp ^ > 2 a conductor maintaining contact 
between moving and stationary parts of an electric circuit 3 a region in 
a transistor that collects charge carriers ^ collectorship n 
colleen Ao'leen/ n 1 an Irish girl 2 Insh a girl [IrGael cailin] 
college Aolij/ n 1 a building used for an educational or religious 
purpose 2a a self-governing endowed constituent body of a university 
offering instruction and often living quartcra but not granting degrees b 
an institution offenng vocational or technical instruction (^business 
'^}(art 3 an organized body of people engaged in a common pursuit 

4 chiefly Br a public school or private secondary school; also a state school 
for older pupils <a Sixth-form -> USE (except 1) sing, or pi in constr 
[ME, fr MF, fr L collegium society, fr collega colleague - more at 
colleague] - college adj 

coMcglal Aa1eeji-al/ adj 1 collegiate 1,2 2 characterized by equal 
sharing of authority, esp by Roman Catholic bishops - collegially adv, 
coUeflallty A'alati/ n 

coliggign Aale^/ n a member of a college 
coliggiatg Aalerji-at/ adj Ida collegiate church 2 of or comprising 
a college 3 collegial 2 [ML collegiatus, fr L collegium] - coUeglately 
adv 

OOl,lgglatg 'church n a church oilier than a cathedral that has a chapter 
of canons 

COUgnchyma Aalcngkima/ n a plant tissue of growii^ stems, leaf 


midribs, etc that consists of living (elongated) cells with irregularly 
thickened walls - compare parenchyma, sclerenchyma [NL] - col- 
lenchymatous /.kobn'kiematas, -'ki-/ adj 
collet /'kolit/ n a metal band, collar, ferrule, or flange; esp a circle or 
flange in which a gem is set [MF, dim. of col collar, fr L collum neck 
- more at collar] 

collide Aa'lied/ vi 1 to come together forcibly 2 to come into conflict 
[L collidere, fr com- + laedere to injure by striking] 
collie /'koli/ n a large dog of any of several vancties of a breed developed 
in Scotland, esp for use in herding sheep and cattle [prob fr E dial colly 
(black)] 

collier /'kolya/ n 1 a coal miner 2 a ship for transporting coal [ME 
colter charcoal-burner, fr col coal] 

colliery /'kolyari/ n a coal mine and its associated buildings 
colligative Aa'ligativ/ adj depending on the number rather than the 
nature of particles (e g molecules) (pressure is a ^ property} [L col- 
ligatus, pp of colligare to bind together, fr com- + ligare to tie] 
collimate /'kolimayt/ vt 1 to make (e g rays of light) parallel 2 to adjust 
the line of sight of (a telescope, theodolite, etc) [L collimatus, pp of 
collimare, MS var of coIJineare to make straight, fr com- -*■ linea line] - 
collimation /•'maysh(a)n/ n 

collimator /"kolLmayta/ n a device (e g in a telescope or spectroscope) 
for producing a beam of parallel rays of radiation (e g light) 
collinear /.koh'lmLa/ adj lying on or passing through the .same straight 
line [ISV] - collinearity /-.lini'arati/ n 
collision Aa'lizh(3)n/ n 1 an act or instance of colliding; a clash 2 an 
encounter between particles (eg atoms or molecules) resulting in 
exchange or transformation of energy [ME, fr L collision-, colhsio, fr 
collisus, pp of collidere] - collisional adj 

coriision .course n a course or approach that would result in collision 
or conflict if continued unaltered 
collo- - sec coLi - 

collocate /'kobkayt/ vt to set or arrange in a place or position; esp to 
set side by side - fml ^vi , of a linguistic element to form part of a 
collocation [L collocatus, pp of collocare, fr com- + locare to place, fr 
locus place - more at ’stall] 

collocation /.kob'kaysh(3)n/ n the act or noiult of placing or arranging 
together, specif a noticeable arrangement or joining together of linguistic 
elements (e g words) - collocational adj 

collodion Aa'lohdi-an/ n a viscous solution of pyroxylin, used esp as a 
coating for wounds or for photographic films [modif of NL collodium, 
fr Gk koUddes glutinous, fr kolla glue] 

colloid /'koloyd/ n la a substance composed of particles that are too 
small to be seen with a light microscope but too large to form a true 
solution and that will typically diffract a beam of light - compare 
c'RYSTAi LOiD b B System consisting of a colloid together with the gas- 
eous, liquid, or solid medium in which it is dispersed 2 a gelatinous 
substance found in tissues, esp in disca.se [ISV coll- + -oid\ - colloidal 
Ao'loydl/ adj, colloidally adv 
collop /'kobp/ n a small (meat) slice, an escalope [ME] 
colloquial Aa'lohkwi-al/ adj used in, characteristic of, or using the style 
of familiar and informal conversation, conversational - colloquial n, 
colloquially adv, colloquiality /-'abti/ n 

colloquialiam Aa'lohkwi a,liz(3)m/ n 1 a colloquial expression 2 
colloquial style 

colloquium Aa'Iohkwi-am/ n. pi colloquiums, colloquia /-kwi-a/ a 
conference, seminar - compare symposium 2a [L, colloquy] 
colloquy Aobkwi/ n a formal conversatiog or dialogue [L colloquium, 
fr colloqui to converse, fr com- 4 loqui to speak] 

COlludg Aa'Ioohd/ vi to conspire, plot [L oolludere, fr com- 4 ludere to 
play, fr ludus game - more at ludicrous] 
colluaion A 9 'loohzh(a)n/ n secret agrectient or cooperation for an 
illegal or deceitful purpose [ME, fr MF, fr L collusion-, collusio, fr 
collusus, pp of colludere] - collusive /-siv, -ziv/ adj, collnslvcly adv 
collyrium Ao'lbri-am/ n, p/collyrlums, colyrla Ari a/ an eye lotion [L, 
fr Gk kollyrion pessary, eye salve, fr dim. of kollyra roll of bread] 
COllywobblgg Aoli,wobiz/ n p! \ stomachache 2 qualms, butterflies 
USE 4 the, infml [prob alter, of colic 4 wobbles] 
colo- - sec *ooL- 

'colobua ^nonkgy Aobbas/ n any of various long-tailed African 
monkeys [NL colobus, genus name, fr Ok kohbos docked, mutilated; fr 
the rudimentary thumb] 

eologng Aa'lohn/ n toilet water [Cologne, city in Germany] - 
colopied adj 

'colon Aoh.lon/ n, pi colons, cola /-b/ the part of the large intestine that 
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extends from the caecum to the rectum digestion [L, fr Gk kolon] 

~ colonic Ao'lonik/ adj 

’colon n, p/ colons, coll Ab/ 1 a punctuation mark used chiefly to direct 
attention to matter that follows, to introduce the words of a speaker (e g 
in a play), in various references (eg in John 4:10). and, esp m NAm, 
between the parts of an expression of time in hours and minutes 2 the sign 
. used in a ratio where it is usu read as 'to' (eg in 4.1), or in phonetic 
transcnption (e g in i.) where it signals a change in length and in vowel 
quality fl.. part of a poem, fr Gk kolon^mb, part of a strophe] 

’colon /koh'lon/ n, pi colones /-nays/ Costa Rica, El Salvador at 
NA FIONA IITY [Sp CO/d/l] 

'colon ba,cillus /'koh.Ion/ n any of vanous bacilli that normally live m 
intestines of vertebrate animals 

colonel Auhnl/ n rank [alter, of coronel, fr MF, modif of Olt 
colonnello column of soldiers, colonel, dim of colonna column, fr L 
columna] - colonelcy n 

.Colonel 'Blimp /blimp/ n a pompous person with out-of-date or 
ultraconservative views, broadly a reactionary [Colonel Blimp, cartoon 
character created by David Low tI963 Br cartoonist] - Colonel Blimp- 
ism n 

'colonial Aa'Iohnyal. -ni al/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of a colony 2 often cap 
made or prevailing in Amenca before 1 776 < ^ architecture} 3 pos.sessing 
or composed of colonies (^Britain's ~ empire} - colonlilize w, coloniilly 
adv, colonialness n 

’colonial n a member or inhabitant of a (British Crown) colony 
colonialism A3'lohni a,liz(a)m/ n (a policy ba.sed on) control by a state 
over a dependent area or people - colonialist n or adj, colonialistic 
/-'listik/ adj 

colonist /'koianist/ n 1 a member or inhabitant of a colony 2 one who 
colonizes or settles in a new country 

colon ize, -ise /'kolaniez/ vt to establish a colony in, on. or of ~ vi to 
make or establish a colony, settle colonizer n, colonization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

colonnade /.kob'nayd/ n a row of columns, usu supporting an entabla- 
ture [F. fr It colonnato, fr colonna column] - colonnaded adj 
colony /'kobni/ n 1 a body of settlers living in a new territory but subject 
to control by (he parent state; also their terntory 2 a distinguishable 
localized population within a species <a ^ of termites} 3a a mass of 
microorganisms, usu growing in or on a solid medium b all the units of 
a compound animal (e g a coral) 4 (the area occupied by) a group of 
individuals with common interests living close together <an artists’ ^} 
5 a group of people segregated from the general public <a leper ><a 
penal > [ME colonie, fr MF & L, MF, fr L colonia, fr colonus tarmer, 
colonist, fr colere to cultivate - more at wheel] 
colophon /'kohb.fon/ n 1 a statement at the end of a book or manu- 
script, giving facts about its production 2 an identifying device used by 
a pnnter or publisher [L, fr Gk kolophon summit, finishing touch] 
colophony Ao'lofani/ n rosin [ME colophome, deriv of Gk Kolophon 
Colophon, an Ionian city] 
color /kub/ vb or n. chiefly NAm (to) colour 
Colo,rado 'beetle /.kob'rahdoh/ n a black-and-yellow striped beetle 
that feeds on the leaves of the potato [Colorado, state of USA] 
coloration, Bralso colouration /.kub'raysh(a)n/ n 1 colouring lc(l), 
complexion 1 (the dark ^ of his skin} 2 use or choice of colours (e g 
by an artist) 3 an arrangement or range of colours (the bnlliant of a 
butterfly's wing} 

coloratura /.kobra'iyooora/ n (a singer who uses) elaborate embellish- 
ment in vocal music [obs It, lit., colouring, fr LL, fr L cohratus, pp of 
colorare to colour, fr color] 

colorimeter /.kulo'nmito/ n an instrument used for chemical analysis 
by companson of a liquid’s colour with standard colours [ISV] - 
colorimetry /-tri/ n, colorimetric /-'metnk/ adj 
colossal /ka'los(a)l/ adj of or like a colossus; esp of very great size or 
degree (a ~ building} (a - blunder} - colotially adv 
Colosseum /.kob'seeom/ n 1 Colosaeum, Collaeum an amphitheatre 
built in Rome in the first c ao 2 coliseum 2 [ML, fr L, neut of colosseus 
colossal, fr colossus] 

Colossians Aa'losh(9)nz/ n pi but sing in constr a book of the New 
Testament attributed to St Paul and addressed to the Chnstians of 
Colossae 

colossus Aa'Iosas/ n, pi coloaauacs, colonl /-sie/ 1 a statue of gigantic 
size 2 sby or sthg remarkably preeminent [L, fr Gk kolossos] 
colostomy Aa'Iostami/ n surgical formation of an artificial anus [ISV 
*co/- + -stomy] 

colostrum Aa'lostram/ n the milk that is secreted for a few days after 


giving birth and is characterized by high protein and antibody content [L, 
beastings] - colostral adj 

'colour,NAm chiefly color /'kub/ n la the visual sensation (e g red or 
grey) caused by the wavelength of perceived light that enables one to 
diflerentiate otherwise identical objects b the aspect of objects and light 
sources that may be desenbed in terms of hue, lightness, and saturation 
for objects and hue, brightness, and saturation for light sources c a hue, 
esp as opposed to black, white, or grey 2 an outward often deceptive 
show; an appearance (of authentiaty) (his wounds gave ^ to his story} 

3 the tint characteristic of good health 4a an identifying birige, pennant, 
or flag (e g of a ship or regiment) b coloured clothing distinguishing one 
as a member of a usu specified group or as a representative of a usu 
specified person or thing c any of the S principal heraldic tinctures azure, 
vert, sable, gules, and purpure 5 character, nature (showed himself in his 
true '^s} 6 the use or combination of colours (e g by painten) 7 vitality, 
interest (the play had a good deal of ~ to it} 8 a pigment 9 tonal quality 
in music 10 skin pigmentation other than white, charactenstic of race 11 
Br the award made to a regular member of a team (got my cricket ^s> 
USE {4a, 4b, 5, A it) usu pi with sing, meaning [ME colour, fr OF, fr L 
color, akin to L celare to conceal - more at hell] 

’colour, NAm chiefly color vt la to give colour to b to change the colour 
of 2 to change as if by dyeing or painting, e g a to misrepresent, distort 
b to influence, affect his judgment} ^ vi to take on or impart colour; 
specif to blush - colourant n 

colourable /'kul(3)r9bl/ adj seemingly valid or genuine; plausible - 
colourably adv 

colouration /,kub'ray$h(9)n/ n, Br coloration 
'colour .bar n a social or legal bamer that prevents coloured people from 
participating with whites in vanous activities or restricts their opportuni- 
ties 

'colour-, blind adj (partially) unable to distinguLsh 1 or more colours - 
colour blindness n 

''coloured adj 1 having colour 2 marked by exaggeration or bias 3a of 
a race other than the white, esp black 2 b often cap of mixed race - esp 
of S Afneans of mixed descent 

’coloured n, pi coloureds, coloured often cap a coloured person 
colourfast Aub,fahst/ adj having colour that will not fade or run - 
colourfastncsa n 
'colour .filter n filter 3b 

'colourful /-f][a)l/ adj 1 having sinking colours 2 full of variety or 
interest - colourfully adv, colourfulness n 
colouring Aubnng/ la (the effect produced by combining or) applying 
colour^i b sthg that produces colour c(l) natural colour (2) complexion 
1 (her dark ^ > 2 an influence, bias 3 a timbre, quality 
colourist Aubnst/ n one, esp a painter, who colours or deals with 
colour 

colourless Akublis/ adj lacking colour: e g a pallid b dull, uninterest- 
ing - colourlessly adv, colourlessness n 

'colour .scheme n a systematic combination of colours (the ^ ofa 
room} 

'colour .sergeant n rank 

.colour 'supplement n, Br an illustrated colour magazine published as 
a supplement to a usu Sunday newspaper 
colourway Aub,way/ n colour scheme 

•colous /-kalas/ comb form (- adj) living or growing in or on <arenico- 
lous) [L -cola inhabitant; akin to L colere to inhabit - more at 
wheel] 

colporteur AkoLpawta/ n a seller of religious books [F, alter, of MF 
comporteuT, fr comporter to bear, peddle] 

colt Aohlt, kolt/ n 1 a young male horse that is either sexually immature 
or has not attained an arbitrarily designated age 2 a novice; esp a cricketer 
or rugby player in a junior team [ME, fr OE; akin to OE cUd child] 
coltish Akohltish, 'kol-/ adj 1 frisky, playful 2 of or resembling a colt 
- coltfsbly adv, coltiabsess n 

coltsfoot Aohlts,foot. 'kolts-/ n, pi coltsfoots a composite plant whose 
yellow flower heads appear early in spring before the leaves [fr the shape 
of the leaves] 

colubrint /kob.brin, -.brien/ adj of or resembling a snake (L co/u- 
britius, fr coluber, colubn snake] 

columbarium /Jtolom'bean-am/ n, pi coluisbaria /-ri a/ a structure (e g 
in a crematorium) lined with recesses for urns containing ashes of those 
who have been cremated [L, lit., dovecote, fr columba dove] 
columbine Aolambien/ a any of a genus of plants of the buttercup 
family with showy spurred flowers [ME, fr ML colambina, fr L. fem of 
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coIumtMnus dovelike, fr coJumba dove; akin to OHO holuntar eider tree, 
Gk kolymbos a bird, kcJamos black] 
columbium Aa'iumbi'am/ n, NAm niobium [NL, fr Columbia the 
USA, fr Qinstopher Columbus flSOb It navigator] 
column /'kolani/ n la a vertical arrangement of items or a vertical 
section of pnntmg on a page <a ^ of figures') b a special and usu regular 
' feature in a newspaper or penodical 2 a pillar that usu consists of a round 
shaft, a capital, and a b^ architecture 3 sthg resembling a 
column in form, position, or function <a ^ of water) 4 a long narrow 
formation of soldiers, vehicles, etc in rows [ME columne, fr MF colomne, 
fr L coJumna, fr columen top; akin to L collis hill - more at hill] - 
columned Aobmd/ adj 

columnar /kobrnna/ adj 1 of or charactenzed by columns 2 of, being, 
or composed of tall narrow (somewhat) cylindncal epithelial cells 
columnist /'kobmnist/ n one who wntes a newspaper or magazine 
column 

colza /'kolza/ n 1 rape or another cole whose seed is used as a source 
of oil 2 rapeseed [F, fr D koolzaad, fr MD coolsaet, fr cwle cabbage t 
saet seed] 

com-, col-, con- prefix with; together; jointly - usu com- before b, p, or 
m (commmgle), col- before / <col//near>. and con- before other sounds 
(^concentrate) [ME, fr OF, fr L. with, together, thoroughly - more 
at CO-] 

'coma /'kohma/ n a state of deep unconsciousness caused by disease. 

injury, etc [NL. fr Gk koma deep sleep] 

’coma n. pi comae /'kohmi/ 1 the head of a comet, usu containing a 
nucleus 2 an optical aberration in which the image of a point source 
becomes a comet-shaped blur [L. hair, fr Gk kome] - comatic 
Aoh'matik/ adj 

Comanche Aa'manchi/ n, pi Comanches, esp collectively Comanche a 
member of a N Amencan Indian people ran ging from Wyoming and 
Nebraska into New Mexico and NW Texas JT language [Sp. of 
Shoshonean ongin; perh akin to Hopi komandi scalp lock] 
comatose /'kohma.tohs, -,tohz/ adj 1 of or suffenng from coma 2 
characterized by lethargy and sluggishness, torpid (a ^ economy) [F 
comateux, fr Gk komat-, koma] 

'comb Aohm/ n la a toothed instrument used esp for adjusting, cleaning, 
or confining hair b a structure resembling such a comb, esp any of several 
toothed devices used in handling or ordenng textile fibres c a currycomb 
2 a fleshy crest on the head of a domestic fowl or a related bird 3 a « 
honeycomb [ME, fr OE camb-, akin to OHG kan^b comb, Gk gomphos 
tooth] - combed Aohmd/ adj, coroblike adj 
’comb vt 1 to draw a comb through for the purpose of arranging or 
cleaning 2 to pass across with a scraping or raking action 3a to eliminate 
(e g with a comb) by a thorough going over - usu + out b to search or 
examine systematically 4 to use with a combing action ^ vi , of a wave 
to roll over or break into foam 

'combat Aombat, kam'bat/ vb -tt- (NAm -t-, -tt-) vi to engage in combat, 
fight ^vt 1 to fight with; battle 2 to struggle against, esp to strive to 
reduce or eliminate inflation) [MF combattre, fr (assumed) VL 
combattere, fr L com- ^ hattuere to beat - more at batti f] 

’combat Aombat/ n 1 a fight or contest between individuals or groups 
2 a conflict, controversy 3 active fighting in a war - combat adj 
combatant /'kombatant, kam'bat(a)nt/ n a person, nation, etc that is 
(ready to be) an active participant in combat - combatant adj 
'combat fa.tigue n shf.ll shock 

combative Aombativ/ adj marked by eagerness to fight or conti^d - 
combatively adv, combativeness n 
combe Aoohm/ n, Br a coomb 
comber Aohma/ n roli,er 2 ['comb > '-fr] 
combination /.kombi'naysh(a)n/ n la a result or product of combining 
b a group of people working as a team 2 any of the diflerent sets of a usu 
specified number of individuals that can be chosen from a group and are 
considered without regard to order within the set 3 pi any of vanous 
1-piece undergarments for the upper and lower parts of the body and legs 
4 a Oprocess oO combining, esp to form a chemical compound - combina- 
tioniil adj 

.combination .lock n a lock with a mechanism operated by the 
selection of a specific combination of letters or numbers 
combinative /'kombinativ, -.naytiv/ adj 1 tending or able to combine 
2 resulting from combination 

combinatorial /.kombina'tawri-al/ adj 1 of or involving combinations 
2 of or relating to the manipulation of mathematical elements within finite 
* sets mathqnatics) 

'oombina Aeiti'bien/ vt la to bring into such close relfitionship as to 


obscure individual characters; merge b to cause to unite into a chemical 
compound 2 to cause to mix together 3 to possess in combination ~ vi 
la to become one b to unite to form a chemical compound 2 to act 
together [ME combinen, fr MF combiner, fr LL combinare, fr L com- 
-f- bini two by two - more at bin-] - combiner n, combinable adj, 
cofflblnabillty /-na'bibti/ n 

’combine /"kombien/ n t a combination of people or organizations, esp 
in industry or commerce, to further their interests 2 combine, combine 
harvester a harvesting machine that cuts, threshes, and cleans grain while 
moving over a field 

'combing .wool /'kohming/ n long-staple strong-fibred wool suitable 
for combing, used esp in the manufacture of worsteds 

com'bining .form Aam'biemng/ n a linguistic form (e g Franco-) that 
cannot stand alone but forms compounds with other free or bound 
forms 

combo /'komboh/ n, pi combos a usu small ja/z or dance band [combi- 
nation I -o] 

combust /kam'bust/ vb to burn [L combustus, pp of comburere to bum 
up, irrcg fr com- * urere to bum] 

combustible /kam'bustabl/ adj 1 capable of (easily) being set on fire 

2 easily excited - combustible n, combustibly adv. combustibility 
/-sta'bilati/ n 

combustion /kam'buschdn/ n 1 a chemical reaction, esp an oxidation, 
in which light and heat are evolved FiiGHr 2 a slower chemical 
oxidation - combustlve adj 

'come /kum/ vb came Aaym/, come vf la to move towards sihg nearer, 
esp towards the speaker, approach here) (came running to her 
mother) b to move or journey nearer, esp towards or with the speaker, 
with a specified purpose (he came to see us) ( ^ and see what 's going on) 
c(l) to reach a specified position in a progression 'now we ^ to the 
section on health) <camc short of his goal) (2) to arrive, appear, occur 
(the time has ^ ) (they came by train) - used in the subjunctive mo(xl 
before an expression of future time <a year ago March) d(l) to 
approach, reach, or fulfil a specified condition (this ^s near perfection) 

- often + to <came to his scnses)(‘^ to the throne) (what are things 
coming /o^ (2) - used with a following infinitive to express arrival at a 
condition <came to regard him as a /he/id) chance occurrence (how 
did you to be invited'^ 2a to happen, esp by chance (no harm will ^ 
toyou)<^'-' what may) (how it that you're at home‘s b(l) to extend, 
reach (her dress came to her ankles) (2) to amount (that to 75p 
exactly) c to onginate, anse, or be the result of (wine -s from 
grapes) (^% of sturdy stock) (this s of not changing your socks) d to 
fall within the specified limits, scope, or jurisdiction (rabbits under 
rodents) (this <^s within the terms of the treaty) e to issue from (a sob 
came from her throat) f to be available or turn out, usu as specified (this 
model ^sin several sizes) (good clothes ^ expensive) r to be or belong 
in a specified place or relation (the address s above the date); also i akl 
placf (Monday ~ s after Sunday) h to take form (the story won’t ^ > 

3 to become (it came untied) (the handle came off), esp to reach a 
culminating state (it all came right in the end) - compare go 1 3c 4 to 
expencnce orgasm - infml - vt la to move nearer by traversing (has 
several miles) b to reach some state after traversing (has a long way 
from humble beginnings) 2 to take on the aspect of, play the role of - 
infml (don't ^ the old soldier with me) [ME comen, fr OE cuman, akin 
to OHG queman to come, L venire, Gk baineia to walk, go] - as It comes 
without stipulated additions; specif nfat la - come a cropper 1 chiefly 
Br to have a fall or an accident - infml 2 to fail completely - slang - 
come across to meet with or find by chance <^came across an interesting 
problem) - come by to get possession of; acquire (good jobs are hard to 
come by) - come clean to tell the whole story; confess - infml - come 
home to roost to rebound upon the perpetrator - come into to acquire 
as a possession or inheritance <came into a fortune) - come It chiefly Br 
to act with bold disrespect (don’t come it ov$r me) ~ slang - come off 
it to cease foolish or pretentious talk or behA^iour - usu used impera- 
tively; infml - come one's way to fall to one's lot - come over to seize 
sudderJy and strangely (what’s come over you?) - come through to 
survive (e g an illness) - come to to be a question of (hopeless when it 
comes to arithmetic) - come to a head to arrive at a culminating point 
or crisis - come to grief to end badly; fail - come to oneself 1 come to 
2 to regain self-control - come to pass happen 2 - fml - come nnatuck 
COME TO GRihF (the government camt unstuck over food prices) -infml 

- come upon to meet with or find by chance - to come in the future; 
coming (in years to come) - whether one is coming or going - used to 
suggest frenetic disorder and bewilderment (don’t know whether I'm 
coming or going) 
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*Com» inteij - used to express encouragement or to urge reconsideration 
<-, It’s not as bad as that) 

come about VI ltooccur;TAKFPiACE 2 to change direction <//ie iv/nd 
has come about into the north') Z of a ship to turn onto a new tack 
come acroee vi 1 to provide sthg demanded or expected, esp sex or 
money 2 to produce an impression </ie comes across as a persuasive 
speaker) 

,Come a'gain inteij - used as a request for a remark to be repeated; 
infml 

come along vi 1 to appear ^wouldn V just marry the first man that came 
along) 2 to hurry - usu imperative 

'come, back /-.bak/ n la a means of redress b a retrospective cnticism 
of a decision 2 a return to a former state or condition 3 a sharp or witty 
reply; a retort - iiifml 

come back vi I to return to memory (n’s all coming back to me now) 

2 to reply, retort 3 to regain a former condition or position 
Comecon Aomi,kon/ n an economic organization formed in 1949 by 

the countnes of the Soviet bloc to coordinate their economies, and 
promote mutual aid [Giuncil for Mutual Economic Assistance) 
comedian Aa'meedi-an/, fcm comedienne /ka.meedi'en/ n 1 an actor 
who plays comic roles 2 one, esp a professional entertainer, who aims to 
be amusing [comedienne fr F comedienne, fern of comedien com- 
edian] 

comedic Aa'meedik/ adj of comedy 

comedo /'komidoh/ n, pi comedones /.komi'dohneez/ a blackhead [NL, 
fr L. glutton, fr comedere to eat - more at comestibi t] 

'come, down /-.down/ n a striking descent in rank or dignity - infml 
come down w 1 to formulate and express one's opinion or decision 
<came down in favoui of abortion on demand) 2 of an aircraft, missile, 
etc to land, esp to crash 3 to become ill <^they came down with measles) 
4 Br to return from a university 

comedy /'komadi/ n la a drama of light and amusing character, 
typically with a happy ending b (a work in) the genre of (dramatic) 
literature dealing with comic or senous subjects in a light or satincal 
manner - compare iRAiiKOY 1 2 a ludicrous or farcical event or senes 
of events 3 the comic aspect of sthg [ME, fr MF comedie, fr L comoedia, 
fr Gk komoidia, fr kotnos revel f aeidein to sing - more at ode] 
,come-'hither adj sexually inviting {that ^ look in his eyes) 
come in V/ 1 to arrive </ was there when the train came in) 2 to finish 
as specified, esp in a competition <came in third) 3a to function in a 
specified manner, be of use (to come in handy) b to make reply to a signal 
<came in loud and clear) 4 to assume a role or function (that's where 
you come in) - come in for to become subject to <coming in for increasing 
cnticism) 

comely /'kumli/ adj of pleasing appearance, not plain [ME comly, alter 
of OE cymlic glonous, fr cyme lovely, fine, akin to OHG kumig weak, 
Gk goan to lament] - comeliness n 

come off VI 1 to finish or emerge from sthg in a specified condition 
<camc off well in the contest) 2 to succeed (that didn’t quite come off) 

3 to happen, occur 4 to become detached 

'come-,on n 1 chiefly NAm an attraction or enticement (e g in sales 
promotion) to induce an action 2 an instance of sexually provocative 
enticement - infml 

come on VI l to advance or begin by degiees (as darkness came on, it 
got harcler to see) 2 - used in cajoling, pleading, defiance, or encouraging 
<comc on, you can do it) 3 come aiono 2 4 to appear on the radio, 
television, or stage 5 chiefly NAm to project a specified appearance 
<comes on as a Liberal in his speeches) 

come out vi la to come to .public notice; be published b to become 
evident (this will come out in the full analysis) 2a to declare oneself, esp 
in public utterance <came out in favour of the popular candidate) b to 
present oneself openly as homosexual 3 to end up, turn out (everything 
will come out nght) 4 to make a debut, specif to make one’s first 
appearance in society as a debutante - come out in the wash 1 to become 
known in the course ofjime 2 to reach a satisfactory conclusion - come 
out with to utter or say, usu unexpectedly 

come over vi la to change from one side (e g of a controversy) to the 
other b to drop in casually <come over any time, we're always in) 2 cx)mf 
ACROSS 2 (she comes over as a very sincere person) 3 Br to become (she 
came over all queer) 

comer /'kuma/ n 1 sby who comes or arnves (all ^ s) 2 chiefly NAm 
sby making rapid progress or showing promise 
come round vt 1 comb to 2 to accede to a particular opinion or course 
of action 3 come about 2 

comestible Aa'mestabl/ n food - usu pi with sing, meaning; fml [MF, 


edible, fr ML comestibilis, fr L comestus, pp of comedere to eat, fr com- 
4 edere to eat] 

comet /'komit/ n a celestial body that follows a usu highly elliptical orbit 
round the sun and consists of an indistinct head usu surrounding a bnght 
nucleus, often with a long tad which points away from the sun 
astronomy, symbol [ME comete, fr OE cometa, fr L. fr Gk kom^es, 
lit., long-haired, fr koman to wear long hair, fr kome hair] ~ conetary 
/-i(3)ri/ adj 

come through vi 1 to do what is needed or expected 2 to become 
communicated 

.come 'to VI to recover consciousness * 

come up VI 1 to nse in rank or status (an officer who came up from the 
ranks) 2 to anse inevitably or by chance (any problems that come up) 
3 to appear before a magistrate (he came up for speeding) 4 to become, 
esp after cleaning (the table came up like new) ~ come up with to provide, 
esp in dealing with a problem or challenge <came up with a better 
solution) 

,come-'uppance /'up(3)ns/ n a deserved rebuke or penalty [come up 
+ -ance] 

comfit /‘kumfit/ n a sweetmeat consisting of a nut, seed, piece of fruit, 
etc coated and preserved with sugar [ME confit, fr MF, fr pp of confire 
to prepare, fr L conficere, fr com- facere to make - more at 'do] 
^comfort /'kumfat/ n 1 (sby or sthg that provides) consolation or 
encouragement in time of trouble or worry 2 contented well-being - 
comfortless adj 

‘comfort vt 1 to cheer up 2 to case the gnef or trouble of, console [ME 
comforten, fr OF conforter, fr LL confortare to strengthen greatly, fr L 
com- 4 fonts strong] - comfortingly adv 

comfortable /'kumftabl/ adj la providing or enjoying contentment and 
secunty (a — income) b providing or enjoying physical comfort (a ^ 
armchair) 2a causing no worry or doubt assumptions that require 
no thought) b free from stress or tension (a — routine) - comfortably 
/-bh/ adv 

comforter /'kumfata/ n I cap holy spirit 2a a knitted scarf b chiefly 
NAm a quill, eiderdown ['comfort -♦ '-er] 

'comfort .station n, NAm a public toilet (e g at a petrol station) - 
cuph 

comfrey /'kumfn/ n any of a genus of (tall) plants of the borage family 
whose coarse hairy leaves are much used in herbal medicine [ME 
cumfine, fr OF, fr L conferva, a water plant, fr confervere to boil together, 
heal, fr com- ♦ fervere to boil] 

comfy /’kumfi/ adj comfortable - infml [by shortening & alter.] 
'comic Aomik/ adj 1 of or marked by comedy 2 causing laughter or 
amusement; funny [L comicus, fr Gk komikos, fr komos revel] 

‘comic /7 1 a comedian 2 a magazine consisting mainly of stnp-cartoon 
stones 3 pi, NAm the part of a newspaper devoted to stnp cartoons 
comical .'^komikl/ adj being of a kind to excite laughter, esp because of 
a startlingly or unexpectedly humorous impact (he thought her hat was 
^ ) - comically adv 

.comic 'opera n opera with humorous episodes an(l usu some spoken 
dialogue and a sentimental plot 
'comic .ttrip n strip cartcxin 

Cominform /'komin.fawm/ n an organization operating from 1947 to 
1956 to coordinate the activities of 9 European Communist parties 
[Communist Information Bureau] 

'coming /’kuming/ n an act or instance of arnving (^s and goings) 
‘coming adj 1 immediately due in sequence or development; next (the ^ 
year) 2 gaming in importance, up-and-coming 
Comintern /'komin.tuhn/ n an international of Socmlist organizations 
operating from 1919 to 1943 [Russ Komintem, fr iCommunisticheskii 
/nrematsional Communist International] 
comity /'komiti/ n harmony, fellowship; specif the recognition by courts 
of one junsdiction of the laws and decisions of another [L comitat-, 
comitas courtesy, fr comis courteous, fr OL cosmis, fr com- + -smis (akin 
to Skt smayate he smiles) - more at smile] 

.comity of 'nations n the courtesy and friendship of nations, marked 
esp by recognition of each other's laws 
comma /'koma/ n 1 a punctuation mark , used esp as a mark of 
separation within the sentence 2 a butterfly with a silvery comma-shaped 
mark on the underside of the hind wing [LL, fr L, part of a sentence, fi- 
Gk komma segment, clause, fr koptem to cut - more at capon] 
'comma ba.cillus n a bactenum that causes cholera 
'command Aa'mahnd/ vt 1 to direct authontatively; order 2a to have 
at one's immediate disposal b to be able to ask for and receive <'«8 a high 
fee) c to overlook or dominate (as lO from a strategic position d to have 
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military command of as senior officer w to be commander; be supreme 
[ME comuidetiy fr OF comander, fr (assumed) VL commandare, alter of 
L commendare to commit to one’s charge - more at commend] > 

conaaiidable adj 

^command n 1 an order given 2 (the activation of a device by) an 
electncal signal 3a the ability or power to control, the mastery b the 
authority or right to command </he officer in c facility in use <a good 

^ of French') 4 sing or pi m constr the unit, personnel, etc under a 
commander 

"command adj done on command or request <a ^ performance) 
commandant /.koman'dant, -'dahnt/ n a commanding officer 
commandaar /.koman'dia/ vt 1 to seize for military purposes 2 to take 
arbitrary or forcible possession of [Afnk kommandeer, fr F commander 
to command, fr OF comander]^^ 

commander /ka'mahnda/ n rank ['command f ^-er] - com- 
nandcrshlp n 

COm,mander-in-'chief n one who is in supreme command of an armed 
force 

commanding Aa'mahnding/ adj 1 having command, being in charge 
<a officer) 2 dominating or having pnority <a position of a 
castle) (a ^ lead) 3 deserving or expecting respect and obedience <a ^ 
voice) - cominaiMlingly adv 

com'mandment /-mant/ n sthg commanded; specif any of the biblical 
Ten Commandments 

commando Aa'mahndoh/ n, pi commandos, commandoes (a member 
oO a usu small military unit for surpnse raids [Afrik kommando, fr D 
commando command, fr Sp comando, fr comandar to command, fr F 
commander] 

com'mand .paper n a government report laid before Parliament at the 
command of the crown 

com'mand .poet n the headquarters of a mihtary unit m the field 
commedia deirarte Aa.maydi*3 del 'ahti/ n Italian comedy of the 
16th->18th c, improvised from standardized situations and stock charac- 
ters [It, lit., comedy of art] 

comma il faut /.kom eel 'foh/ adj conforming to accepted standards, 
proper [F, lit., as it should be] 

commemorate Aa'memarayt/ vt 1 to call to formal remembrance 2 
to mark by some ceremony or observation; observe 3 to serve as a 
memorial of [L commemoratus, pp of commemorare, fr com- + mem- 
orare to remind of, fr memor mindful - more at memory] - commemorat* 
ive Arativ/ adj^ coounemoration /-'raysh(a)n/ p 
commence Aa'mens/ vb to start, begin > fml [ME comencen, fr MF 
comencer, fr (assumed) VL cominitiare, fr L com- ^ LL initiare to begin, 
fr L, to initiate] - conmencement n 

commend Aa'mend/ vt 1 to entrust for care or preservation 2 to 
recommend as worthy of confidence or notice [ME commenden, fr L 
commendare, fr com- mandate to entrust - more at mandaie] - 

comncndable adj, commendably adv 

commendation /,koman'daysh(a)n/ n sthg (c g a formal citation) that 
commends comneiidatory Aa'mend9t(a)ri/ adj 
commenaal Aa'mens(a)l/ adj living in a state of commensalism [ME, 
fr ML commensalis, fr L com- ^ LL mensalis of the table, fr L mensa 
table] - comnensal n, commcnaally adv 

com'menaaliam A.iz(9)m/ n the assoaation of 2 species whereby one 
or both species obtain benefits (e g food or protection) without either 
species being harmed defence 

commensurable A9'men8h(a)rabl/ atfj having a common measure; esp 
divisible by a common unit an integral number of tunes - commenaurably 
adv, coBUBensiirabUity Ara'bibti/ n 

commensurate Aa'mensbarat/ adj 1 (approximately) equal in 
measure or extent; coextensive 2 corresponding in size, extent, amount, 
or degree; proportionate (was given a job with his abilities) [LL 
commensuratus, fr L com- LL mensuratus, pp of mensurare to 
measure, fr L mensura measure - more at measure] - commenaurately 
adv, coauaeBSuratioa /•'rBysh(a)n/ n 

"comment Aoment/ n 1 a note explaining or criticizing the meaning of 
a piece of writing <^s printed in the margin) 2a an observation or 
remark expressing an opinion or attitude b a judgment expressed 
indirectly (this film is a ^ on current moral standards) [ME, fr LL 
commentum, ft L, invention, fr neut of commentus, pp of comminisci to 
invent, fr com- -f •minisci (akin to meat-, mens mind) - more at 
mind] 

"comment vi to explain or interpret sthg by comment; broadly to make 
a comment <^ed on the match) 

commentary Aomantfayri/ n 1 a systematic series of explanations or 


interpretations (e g of a piece of wnting) 2 a senes of spoken remarks and 
comments used as a broadcast descnption of some event (a running 
on the match) 

commentate /'komantayt/ vi to act as a commentator; esp to give a 
broadcast commentary [back-formation fr commentator] 
commentator /'koman.tayta/ n a person who provides a commentary; 
specif one who reports and discusses news or sports events on radio or 
television 

commerce /'komuhs/ n the exchange or buying and selling of commodi- 
ties, esp on a large scale [MF, fr L commercium, fr com- -i- mere-, merx 
merchandise] 

"commercial Aa'muhsh(a)l/ adj la(|) engaged in work designed for the 
market (2) (characteristic) of commerce (3) having or being a good 
financial prospect (found oil in ^ quantities) h(l) esp of a chemical 
average or inferior in quality (2) producing work to a standard deter- 
mined only by market enteria 2a viewed with regard to profit <a 
success) b designed for a large market 3 supported by advertisers 
rv> - commercially adv 

"commercial n an advertisement broadcast on radio or television 
COm,mercial 'art n graphic art put to commercial use, esp in advertising 
- commercial artist n 

com'mercial.iam /-,iz(a)m/ n l commercial spirit, institutions, or 
methods 2 excessive emphasis on profit - commcrcialist n, commerclal- 
istic /-'istik/ adj 

COm'mercial‘,ize, -ise /-,icz/ vt la to manage on a business basis for 
profit b to make commercial 2 to exploit for profit ~ commercialization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

com.merclal 'traveller n, Br sai rs rlpklslniaiivf 
commie Aomi/ n a communist - chiefly dcrog [by shortening & 
alter ] 

commingle Ao'ming-gl/ vb to combine into a common fund or 
stock 

comminute Aominyooht/ vt to reduce to minute particles, pulvenze 
[L comminutus, pp of comminuere, fr com- ^ minuere to lessen] - 
comminution /,komi'nyoohsh(3)n/ n 

commis Aa'mee/ n, pi commis f a junior or assistant in a hotel, 
catenng establishment, etc (a chef) [F, lir commis, pp of commettre 
to commit, entrust, fr L committere to connect, entrust] 
commiserate Aa'mizarayt/ vi to feel or express sympathy with sby, 
condole over their hard luck) [L commiseratus, pp of commiseran, 
fr com- + miseran to pity, fr miser wretched] - commiserative /-rativ/ 
adj, commiseration /-'raysh(9)n/ n 

commisaar /.komi'sahr/ n 1 a Communist party official assigned to a 
military unit to teach party pnncipics and ideals 2 the head of a 
government department in the USSR until 1946 [Russ komissar, fr G 
kommissar, fr ML commissarius] 

commisaariat /.komi'seonot/ n 1 the department of an army that 
organizes food supplies 2 a government department in the USSR until 
19^ [NL commissariatus, fr ML commissanus, (2) Ru.ss komissariat, fr 
G kommissariat, fr NL commissanatus] 

commiaaary Aomis(3)ri/ n 1 an officer in charge of military supplies 
2 NAm (a store for) equipment, food supplies, etc, esp of a military force 
[ME commissane, fr ML commissanus, fr L commissus, pp] 
"commisaion Aa'mish(9)n/ /i la a formal warrant granting vanous 
powers b (a certificate confernng) military rank above a certain level 2 
an authonzation or command to act in a prencribed manner or to perform 
presenbed acts; a charge 3 authority to act Is agent for another; also sthg 
to be done by an agent 4a sing or pi in congtr a group of people directed 
to perform some duty b often cap a government agency 5 an act of 
committing sthg 6 a fee, esp a percentage, ^id to an agent or employee 
for transacting a piece of business or perfolming a service [ME, fr MF, 
fr L commission-, commissio act of bringing together, fr commissus, pp 
of committere] - in/into commiaaion lofi ship ready for active service 
2 in uae or in condition for use - on comminion with commission serving 
as partial or full pay for work done - oot qf commiaaion 1 out of active 
service or use 2 out of working order 
"comni|l8tion vt la to confer a formal commission on b to order, 
appoinlt, or assign to perform a task or function (the writer who washed 
to do the biography) 2 to put (a ship) in commission 
CommiMtonaire Aomisho'nea/ n, chiefly Br a uniformed attendant at 
a cinema, theatre, office, etc [F commissionnaire, fr commission] 
commlaalonar Aa'mishons/ n 1 a member or the head of a commission 
2 the government representative in a district, province, etc - commiaaion- 
erahip il 
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Com,mis8ioner for 'Oaths n, Br sby authorized to administer oaths 
or afTirmations or to take afTidavits 

commissure /'komisyooa, -sya/ n 1 the place where 2 parts are joined, 
a closure 2 a connecting band of nerve tissue in the brain or spinal cord 
(ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr L commtssun a joining, fr commissus, pp] - 
commitaaral /ka'misyooral, .komi'syooaral/ adj 
commit Aa'mit/ vt -tt- la to entrust b to place in a pnson or mental 
institution c to transfer, consign something to paper) 2 to carry out 
(a crime, sin, etc) 3a to obligate, bind b to assign to some particular 
course or use (jaU available troops were --ted to the attack) (ME 
committen, fr L committere to connect, entrust, fr com- 4 mittere to 
send] - committabie adj 

com'mitment /-mant/ n 1 an act of committing to a charge or trust, 
esp a consignment to an institution 2a an agreement or pledge to do sthg 
in the future b sthg pledged c loyalty to a system of thought or 
action 

committai Aa'mitI/ n commitment or consignment (e g to pnson or the 
grave) 

committee Aa’miti/ n smg or pi in constr a body of people delegated 
a to report on, investigate, etc some matter (a parliamentary ) b to 
organize or administrate a society, event, etc <fhe fete ^) (ME, one to 
whom a charge is committed, fr committen] - committeeman /-man, 
-.man/ n, committeewoman n 

committee of the whole house n, often cap C, W. AH the whole 
membership of a legislative house operating as a committee under 
informal rules 

com'mittee .stage n the stage m parliamentary procedure between the 
second readi ng a no* iiic third reading when a bill is discussed in detail in 
committee law 

commode Aa'mohd/ /i 1 a low chest of drawers 2 a boxlike structure 
or chair with a removable scat covering a chamber pot (F, fr commode, 
adj, suitable, convenient, fr L commodus, fr com- 4 modus measure - 
more at mlil] 

commodious Aa'mohdi as/ adj comfortably or conveniently spacious, 
roomy - fml (ME, useful, fr MF commodieux, fr ML commodiosus, irreg 
fr L commodum convenience, fr neut of commodus] - commodiously adv, 
commodiousness n 

commodity Aa'modati/ n 1 sthg useful or valuable 2a a product 
possessing utility, sthg that can be bought and sold b an article of trade 
or commerce, esp when delivered for shipment (ME commoditee, fr MF 
commodite, fr L commoditat-, commoditas, fr commodus] 
commodore /'komodaw/ n 1 — f rank 2 the senior captain of a 
merchant shipping line 3 the chief officer of a yacht club (prob modif of 
D commandeur commander, fr F, fr OF comandeor, fr comander to 
command] 

'common /'koman/ adj 1 of the community at large; public <^work for 
the ^ good) 2a belonging to or shared by 2 or more individuals or by 
all members of a group b belonging equally to 2 or more quantities <a 
^ denominator) <a - factor) 3a occurring or appeanng frequently; 
familiar <a sight) b of the familiar kind 4a widespread, general (Jheing 

— knowledge) b charactenzed by a lack of pnvilege or special status ithe 
^ people) c simply satisfying accustomed entena (and no more), 
elementary decency) 5a falling below ordinary standards; second- 
rate b lacking refinement 6 either masculine or feminine in gender (ME 
commun, fr OF, fr L communis - more at 'mean] - comsionly ad^, 
coBimoBnesa n 

'common n I pi the common people - used chiefly in a historical context 
2 pi food or provisions (shared jointly by all members of an ini>ii(ution) 

- esp in short commons 3 pi but sing or pi in constr, often cap a the 
political group or estate made up of commoners b house of cximmons 

LAW 4 a right which sby may have on another’s land 5 a piece of 
land open to use by all: e g a undivided land used esp for pasture b a more 
or less treeless expanse of undeveloped land available for recreation 6a 
a religious service suitable for any of vanous festivals b the ordinary of 
the Mass 7 Br common sense - slang - in common shared together - 
used esp of shared interests, attimdes, or experience <we had a lot in 
common) 

commonality /,kom3'nabti/ n 1 possession of common features or 
attributes or of some degree of standaidization; commonness 2 a common 
feature or attribute (ME communalitie, alter, of communalte] 
commonalty Aomanalti/ n (the political estate formed by) the com- 
mon people [ME communalte, fr OF comunalte, fr comunal commu- 
nal] 

'common ,chord o triad 2 


.common 'cold n inflammation of the mucous membranes of the nose, 
throat, mouth, etc caused by a virus and lasting for a short time 
.common 'core n the compulsory subjects in a British school cur- 
riculum 

Common Entrance examination n, often cap 2nd E an examina- 
tion taken, esp by boys between the ages of 12 and 14, for admission to 
a Bntish public school 

commoner /'komana/ n 1 a member of the common people; sby not of 
noble rank 2 a student (e g at Oxford) who is not supported by the college 
endowments 

.common 'fraction n a fraction in which both the nuhierator and 
denominator are expressed as numbers and are separated by a horizontal 
or slanted line - compare decimal 

.common-'law adj 1 of the common law 2 recognized in law without 
solemnization of marriage </i/s ~ wife) 

.common 'law n the body of uncodified English las^that forms the basis 
of the English legal system - compare equity 2 law 
.common 'logarithm n a loganthm whose base is 10 
.common 'market n an economic unit formed to remove trade barriers 
among its members; specif, often cap CAM the European economic 
community 

.common 'multiple n a multiple of each of 2 or more numbers or 
expressions 

.common 'noun n a noun that may occur with limiting modifiers (e g 
a or an, some, every, and my) and that designates any one of a class of 
beings or things 

.common or 'garden adj ordinary, everyday - infml 
''common, place /-.plays/ n 1 an obvious or tnte observation 2 sthg 
taken for granted (trans of L locus communis widely applicable argu- 
ment, trans of Gk koinos ropos] 

'commonplace routinely found; ordinary, unremarkable - common- 
plnceneas n 

'common .room n a room or set of rooms in a school, college, etc for 
the recreational use of the staff or students 
.common 'salt n sait la 

.common 'sense n sound and prudent (but often unsophisticated) 
judgment - commonaenac adj, commonaenaical /-'sensikl/ adj 
'common .time n the musical metre marked by 4 crotchets per bar 
'common, wealth /-.welth/ n 1 a political unit: eg a one founded on 
law and united by agreement of the people for the common good b one 
in which supreme authonty is vested in the people 2 cap the English state 
from 1649 to 1660 3 b state of the USA A cap a federal union of states 

- used officially of Australia 5 often cap a loose assocmtion of auton- 
omous slates under a common allegiance; specif an association consisting 
of Bntain and states that were formerly Bntish colonies (ME commen 
wealthe, fr commen, commun common 4 wealthe, welthe welfare, 
wealth] 

'common .year n a calendar year containing no additional day to make 
it coincide with the solar year 

commotion Aa'mohsh(9)n/ n 1 a state of avil unrest or insurrection 
2 a disturbance, tumult 3 noisy confusion and bustle (ME, fr MF, fr L 
commotion-, commotio, fr commotus, pp of commovere to agitate, fr 
com- + movere to move] 

communal AomyoonI/ adj 1 of a commune or communes 2 of a 
community 3 shared <- activity) (F, fr LL communalis, fr L communis] 

- conmunallze vt, communally adv, communality /-'nalati/ n 
'communaUsm /-.iz(9)m/ n social organization on a communal basis 

- communalbt n or adj 

communard /'komyoo.nahd/ n I cap one who participated in the 
Commune of Pans in 1871 2 one who lives in a commune [F] 
'commune A^'myoohn/ vi 1 to receive Commumon 2 to communicate 
intimately [ME communen to converse, administer Communion, fr MF 
comunier to converse, administer or receive Communion, fr LL com- 
municare, fr L] 

'commune Ao,myoohn/ o 1 the smallest administrative district of 
many (European) countries 2 sing or pi in constr an often rural com- 
munity of unrelated individuals or families organized on a communal 
basis [F. alter, of MF comugne, fr ML communia, fr L. neut pi of 
communis] 

communicable Aa'myoohnikabl/ adj, esp of a disease transmUuble - 
communicablciicaB n, coBBunicsbly adv, comnnaksbillty /-ka - 
Ixlati/ n 

communicant Aa'myoohnikant/ Ji 1 a church member who receives 
or is entitled to receive Communion 2 an informant [communicate + 
'•ant] - commnnicsBt adj 
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eommunicatt A9'myoohni.kayt/ vr 1 to convey knowledge of or 
infomiation about; make known 2 to cause to pass from one to another 
^ VI 1 to receive Communion 2 to transmit information, thought, or 
feeling so that it is satisfactonly received or understood 3 to give access 
to each other; connect <tAe rooms > [L commumcMtus, pp of com- 
muaiauv to impart, participate, fr communis common - more at 'mean] 

- Gooimuaicator n. comnunicatory /-k3t(d)ri/ »dj 
communication Aa,myoohni'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 a verbal or wntten 
message 2 (the use of a common system of symbols, signs, behaviour, etc 
for the) exchange of information 3 p/ a a system (e g of telephones) for 
communicating b a system of routes for moving troops, supplies, etc 4 
pi but sing or pi in constr techniques for the efTective transmission of 
information, ideas, etc [communicate + -ion] - conmunicational adj 
com.muni'cation .cord n, Br a device (e g a chain or handle) in a 
railway carnage that may be pulled in an emergency to sound an 
alarm 

communicative Aa'myoohmkativ/ adj 1 tending to communicate; 
talkative 2 of communication - communicatively adv, communicative* 

communion /ka'myoohnyan, -ni'an/ n la often cap the religious service 
celebrating the Eucharist in Protestant churches b the act of receiving the 
Eucharist 2 intimate fellowship or rapport 3 a body of Chnstians having 
a common faith and discipline [ME. fr L communion-, communio mutual 
participation, fr communis] 

communique Aa'myoohnUay/ n bulletin 1 [F, fr pp of communi- 
quer to communicate, fr L communtcare] 

communism /'komyooniz(a)m/ n la a theory advocating elimmation 
of pnvate property b a system in which goods are held in common and 
are available to all as needed 2 cap a a doctnne based on revolutionary 
Marxian socialism and Marxism-L^inism that is the official ideology of 
the USSR b a totalitarian system of government in which a single party 
controls state-owned means of production [F communisme, fr commun 
common] 

communist Aomyoonist/ n, often cap 1 an adherent or advocate of 
C mimunism 2 a left-wing revolutionary • communist adj, often cap, 
commamistic /-'nistik/ adj, often cap 

communitarian Aa.myoohni'te3n*9n/ adj of or based on soaal organi- ' 
zation in small communes - commiinltarian n, communitarianism n 
community Aa'myoohnati/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a a group of people 
living in a particular area b all the interacting populations of various 
living organisms in a particular area c a group.of individuals with some 
common charactenstic (e g profession, religioii, or status) d a body of 
people or nations having a common history or common interests <(the 
international *^>2 society in general 3a joint ownership or participation 
b common character; likeness (Abound by ~ of interests^ c social ties; 
fellowship d the state or condition of living in a society [ME comunete, 
fr MF comunete, fr L communitat-, communitas, fr communis] 
com'munity .centre n a building or group of buildings for the educa- 
tional and recreational activities of a community 
com'munity .chest n, NAm a general fund accumulated from sub- 
scriptions to pay for soaal-welfare requirements in a community 
com'munity .home n, Br a local-authonty centre for housing juvenile 
offenders and depnved children 

com.munity 'service .order n a judicial order requiring a convicted 
person to do unpaid work on behalf of the community 
commun-ize, -iae Aomyooniez/ vt to make communal or Communist 
[back-formation fr communization] - commimization /-'zaysh(3)a/ n 
commutation /.komyoo'taysh(3)n/ n 1 a replacement; specif a substi- 
tution of one form of payment or charge for another 2 an act or process 
of commuting 3 the process of converting an alternating current to a 
direct current [ME, fr MF, fr L commutation-, commutatio, fr com-, 
mutatus, pp of commutare] 

.commu'tation .ticket n, NAm a ticket sold, usu at a reduced rate, for 
a fixed number of trips over the same route during a limited period - 
compare season ticket 

commutative Aa'myoohtativ/ adj 1 of or showing commutation 2 
combining elements to produce a result that is independent of the order 
in which the elements are taken <a group) ^addition of the positive 
integers is 

commutator /komyooitayta/ n a device for reversing the direction of 
an electric current; esp a device on a motor or generator that converts 
alternating current to direct current 

commute Aa'myooht/ vt 1 to convert (e g a payment) into another 
form 2 to exchange (a penalty) for another less severe ^ W 1 to travel 
back and forth regularly (e g between home and work) 2 of 2 mathemat- 


ical operators to give a commutative result [L commutare to change, 
exchange, fr com- + mutare to change] - conunutable adj, com- 
muter n 

'compact Aam'pakt/ adj 1 having parts or units closely packed or joined 
2 succinct, terse <a ~ statement} 3 occupying a small volume because 
of efficient use of space <a ^ camera} [ME, firmly put together, fr L 
compactus, fr pp of compingere to put together, fr com- + pangere to 
fasten - more at pact] - compactly adv, compactness n 
’compact vt la to knit or draw together; combine, consolidate b to press 
together; compress 2 to make up by connecting or combining, compose 

- compactible adj, compaction /kom'pakshfajn/ n, compactor n 
’compact Aom,pakt/ n sthg compact or compacted: e g a a small slim 

case for face powder b a medium-sized US motor car 
Compact /'kom.pakt/ n an agreement, contract [L compactum, fr neut 
of compactus, pp of compacisci to make an agreement, fr com- + pacisci 
to contract] 

'companion Aam'panyan/ n one who accompanies another; a comrade 
[ME compainoun, fr OF compagnon, fr LL companion-, compamo, fr L 
com- + panis bread, food] - companionate /-not/ adj, companion- 
ship n 

’companion n (a covering at the top oO a companionway [by folk 
etymology fr D kampanje poop deck] 

companionable /kom'panyanobl/ adj marked by, conducive to, or 
suggestive of companionship, sociable - companionableness n, compan- 
lonably adv 

com'panion.way /-.way/ n a ship's stairway from one deck to another 
[’com/wnion] 

company Aump(9)ni/ n la friendly association with another, fellow- 
ship </ enjoy her -■} b companions, associates <^know a person by the 

- he keeps} c sing or pi in constr visitors, guests (^having for dinner} 
2 King or pi in constr a a group of people or things <a of horsemen} 
b a unit of soldiers composed usu of a headquarters and 2 or more 
platoons c an organization of musical or dramatic performers d the 
officers and men of a ship 3a sing or pi in constr an association of people 
for carrying on a commercial or industnal enterprise b those members 
of a partnership firm whose names do not appear in the firm name (/o/in 
Smith and Company) [ME compame, fr OF compagnie, fr compain 
companion, fr LL compamo] 

.company 'officer n an army officer of the rank of second lieutenant, 
lieutenant, or captain 

.company 'secretary n a senior officer of a company who typically 
supervises its financial and legal aspects 
comparable /'kompfajrabl/ adj 1 capable of or suitable for comparison 
2 approximately equivalent, similar (fabrics of ^ quality} - comparable- 
ness n, comparably adv, comparability /-ro'bibti/ n 
'comparative Aam'parativ/ adj 1 of or constituting the degree of 
grammatical comparison expressing increase in quality, quantity, or 
relation 2 considered as if in companson to sthg else as a standard, 
relative (a ^ stranger} 3 charactenzed by the systematic companson of 
phenomena anatomy} - comparatively adv, comparativeness n 
’comparative n the comparative degree or form in a language 
comparator Aam'parata/ n a device for comparing sthg with a similar 
thing or with a standard measure 

'compare Aom'pea/ vt 1 to represent as similar; liken 2 to examine the 
character or qualities of, esp in order to discover resemblances or 
differences 3 to inflect or modify (an adjective or adverb) according to 
the degrees of companson ^vt 1 to bear being compared (it just doesn't 

- ) 2 to be equal or alike - + with [ME obmparen, fr MF comparer, fr 
L comparare to couple, compare, fr comp^ like, fr com- + par equal] 

’compare n comparison lb (beauty beyond ~) 
compariaon Adm'paris(a)n/ n la the tepresenting of one thing or 
person as similar to or like another b an elimination of 2 or more items 
to establish similanties and dissimilarities 2 identity or similarity of 
features (several points of ^ between the 2 authors} 3 the modification 
of an adjective or adverb to denote different levels of quality, quantity, or 
relation [ME, fr MF comparaison, fr L tomparation-, comparatio, fr 
comparatus, pp of comparare] 

compartmant Aam'pahtmant/ n 1 any of the parts into which an 
enclosed space is divided 2 a separate division or section [MF comparti- 
ment, fr It compartimento, fr compartire to mark out into parts, fr LL 
compartirt to share out, fr L com- + partiri to share, fr part-, pars part, 
share) - conkpartnent vt, compartmental /.kompaht'mentl/ adj 
compartmentaMze, -ise /.kompaht'ment(a)l.iez/ vt to separate into 
isolated compartments; also to keep in isolat^ categories <-d knowl- 
edge} - compartnentalizatloa / 'zaysh(a)n/ n 
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'compass /'kumpos/ vt 1 to devise or contnve often with craft or skill, 
plot 2a to encompass b to travel entirely round the earthy 3 to 
achieve, bring about 4 to comprehend USE fml [ME compassen, fr OF 
compasser to measure, fr (assumed) VL compassare to pace off, fr L com- 
+ passus pace] - compaasable adj 

H:ompass n la a boundary, circumference (^within the ^ of the city 
walls) b range, scope <r/ie ^ of a voice) 2a an instrument that indicates 
directions, typically by means of a freely-turning needle pointing to 
magnetic north b an instrument for drawing circles or transfernng 
measurements that consists of 2 legs joined at 1 end by a pivot - usu pi 
with sing, meaning 

'compass .card n the circular card attached to the needles of a manner’s 
compass showing the 32 points of the compass 
compassion Aam'pash(3)n/ n sympathetic consciousness of others’ 
distress together with a desire to alleviate it [ME, fr MF or LL; MF, fr 
LL compassion-, compassio, fr compassus, pp of compati to sympathize, 
fr L com- 4 pati to bear, suffer - more at patient] - compassionless 
adj 

compassionate Aam'pash(a)nat/ adj 1 having or showing com- 
passion; sympathetic 2 granted because of unusual, distressing circum- 
stances affecting an individual - used of special pnvileges (e g extra leave 
of absence) - compassionately adv, compassionateness n 
compatible Aam'patabI/ adj 1 capable of existing together in harmony 
2a being or relating to a television system in which colour transmissions 
may be received on unmodified black-and-white sets b being or relating 
to an audio system allowing stereo signals to be treated as mono by 
unmodified mono equipment [MF, fr ML compatibihs, lit , sympathetic, 
fr LL compati] • comhatfbleness n, compatibly adv, compatibility 
/-la'bilati/ n 

compatriot Aam'pain at/ n a fellow countryman [F compatnote, fr LL 
compatnota, fr L com- » LL patnota fellow countryman - more at 
patriot] - compatriotic /-tn'otik/ adj 
compeer /kom.pia/ n an equal, peer [niodif ofLcompar, fr compar, adj, 
like - more at compare] 

compel Aam'pcl/ vt -11- 1 to dnve or force irresistibly to do sthg 
(poverty ^led him to work) 2 to cause to occur by overwhelming 
pressure (exhaustion of ammunition — led their surrender) [ME compel- 
led fr MF compeUir, fr L compellere, fr com- 4 pellere to drive - more 
at felt] - compellable adj 

compelling Aam'peling/ adj having an irresistible power of attraction 

- compellingly adv 

compendious Aam'pendi'as/ adj comprehensive but relatively bnef 
compendiously adv, compendiousness n 

compendium Aam'pendiam/ n, pi compendiums, compendia /-di-a/ 1 
a bnef summary of a larger work or of a field of knowledge, an abstract 
2 a collection of indoor games and puzzles [ML, fr L, saving, shortcut, 
fr compendere to weigh together, fr com- peiidere to weigh - more at 
pendant] 

compensate Aompansayt/ vt 1 to have an equal and opposite effect 
to, counterbalance 2 to make amends to, esp by appropnate payment 
a neighbour for damage fo his property) - vi to supply an equivalent for 
[L compensatus, pp of compensare, fr compensus, pp of compendere] - 
compensadve /-,saytiv/ adj, compensator n, compensatory /'kom- 
pen 3 ayt(a)n, kam'pens3t(a)ri/ adj 

compensation /,kompen'saysh(a)n, -pan-/ n la increased functioning 
or development of one organ to compensate for a defect in another b the 
* alleviation of feelings of inferiority, frustration, failure, etc m one field by 
increased endeavour in another 2 a recompense, specif payment t 
damage or loss - compensatlonal adj 
'compare Aompea/ n, Br the presenter of a radio or television pro- 
gramme, esp a light entertainment programme [F compere, lit , god- 
father, fr ML computer, fr L com- 4 pater father] 

Compare vb, Br to act as compere (for) 

compete Aam'peet/ vi to $tnve consciously or unconsciously for an 
objective; also to be in a state of rivalry [LL competere to seek together, 
fr L, to come together, agree, be suitabla^ fr com- + petere to go to, seek 

- more at feather] 

competence /'kompit(9)ns/ also competency /-si/ n 1 the quality or 
state of being competent 2 the innate human capacity to acquire, use, and 
understand language - compare performance 6, lanoue 3 a suf- 
ficiency of means for the necessities and conveniences of life - fml 
competent Aompit(a)nt/ adj la having requisite or adequate ability 
<a ^ workman) b showing clear signs of pr^uction by a competent 
agent (e g a workman or writer) (a novel) 2 legally qualified (ME, 


suitable, fr MF & L; MF, fr L competent-, competens, fr prp of competere 
to be suitable] - competently adv 

competition /.komp3'tish(a)n/ n 1 the act or process of competmg; 
nvalry 2 a usu organized test of comparative skill, performance, etc; also, 
sing or pi in constr the others competing with one (keep ahead of the > 

3 the competing of 2 or more parties to do business with a third party 4 
competing demand by 2 or more (kinds oO organisms for some environ- 
mental resource in short supply [LL competition-, competitio, fr L 
competitus, pp of competere] 

competitive /kam'petativ/ adj 1 relating to, characterized by, of based 
on competition; specif, of wages and prices at least as good as those offered 
by competitors 2 inclined or desmng to compete - competitively adv, 
competitiveness n 

competitor /kam'petiU/ n sby who or sthg that competes; a nvaJ 
compilation /,kompi'laysh(a)n/ n sthg compiled [compile 4 
-ation] 

compile Aam'piel/ vt 1 to collect into 1 work 2 to compose out of 
matenals from other documents [ME compilen, fr MF compiler, fr L 
compilare to plunder] 

compiler Aam'picb/ n a computer program that translates instructions 
wntten in a high-level symbolic language (e g Cobol) into machine code 
[coMPiLF. + '-fr] 

complacency Aam'plays(a)nsi/ also complacence n self-satisfaction 
accompanied by unawareness of actual dangers or deficiencies 
complacent Aam'plays(3)nt/ adj self-satisfied (a - smile) [L com- 
placent-, complacens, prp of compUuxre to please greatly, fr com- 4 
placere to please - more at please] - complacently adv 
complain Aam'playn/ vi 1 to express feelings of discontent < <- ed about 
the heat) (^edit was too hot) 2 to make a formal accusation or charge 
[ME compleynen, fr MF complaindre, fr (assumed) VL complangere, fr 
L com- 4 plangcre to lament - more at plaint] - complainer n, 
complainingly adv 

complainant /kam'playnant/ n one who makes a complaint, speci/' the 
party in a legal action or proceeding who makes a complaint 
complaint Aam'piaynt/ /i 1 an expression of discontent 2a sthg that 
IS the cause or subject of protest or outcry b a bodily ailment or disease 
[ME compleynte, fr MF complainte, fr OF, fr complaindre] 
complaisant Adm'plays(a)nt/ adj 1 marked by an inclination to please 
or comply 2 tending to consent to others’ wishes [F, fr MF, fr prp of 
complaire to gratify, acquiesce, fr L complacere to please greatly] - 
complaisance n, complaisantly adv 

'complement Aomplimant/ n la sthg that fills up or completes b the 
quantity requi;rJ to make sthg complete; company 2d c either of 
2 mutually completing parts, a counterpart 2a an angle or arc that when 
added to a given angle or arc equals 90' b a number that when added to 
another number of the same sign yields zero if the significant digit farthest 
to the left IS discarded 3 an added word or expression by which a 
predication is made complete (e g president in ’they elected him presi- 
dent’) 4 the protein in blood serum that m combination with antibodies 
causes the destruction of antigens (e g bactena) [ME, fr L complemen- 
tum, fr complere] - compleraental /-'mentl/ adj 
^complement vt to be complementary to 

complementary /.kompirment(a)ri/ adj 1 serving to fill out or com- 
plete 2 mutually supplying each other’s lack 3 of or constituting either 
of a pair of contrasting colours that produce a neutral colour when 
combined 4 of the precise painng of ba^ between 2 strands of DN A or 
RNA such that the sequence of bases on one strand determines that on 
the other 5 of a pair of angles having the sum of 90' - complcmeatary 
n, complementarincas n, complementarlly /-'mentrah/ adv, complemeii- 
tarity /-'tarati/ n 

'complete Aam'pleet/ adj 1 having all necessary parts, elements, or 
steps 2 whole or concluded (after 2 revolutions about the sun) 3 
thoroughly competent; highly proficient 4t fully earned out; thorough (a 

- renovation) b total, absolute silence) [ME complet, fr MF. fr L 
completus, fr pp of complere to fill up, complete, fr com- + plere to fill 

- more at 'full] - completely adv, completeoeaB o. completive adj 
^complete vt 1 to bring to an end; esp to bring to a perfected state 

a painting) 2a to make whole or perfect (the church •^sthe charm of 
this village) b to mark the end of (a rousing chorus the show) c to 
execute, fulfil <>^0 contract) - completion Aora'pleeshCa)!!/ n 
'complex Aompieks/ adj la compo^ of 2 or (many) more parts b(l) 
of a word having a bound form as 1 or both of its immediate constituents 
(e g unmanly) (2) of a sentence consisting of a main clause and 1 or more 
subordinate clauses 2 hard to separate, analyse, or solve 3 of or being a 
complex number [L comphxus, pp of oomplecti to embrace, comprise (a 
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multitude of objects), fr com- + plectere to braid - more at ‘ply] - 
complexly adv, complexity Aom'plekseti/ n 
*CCMnpl#x n 1 a whole made up of complicated or interrelated parts <a 
shopping ~ > 2a a group of repressed related desires and memories that 
U8U adveiaely affects personality and behaviour b an exaggerated reaction 
to sthg (Juts a about flyingy > compare thing 10a 
oomptox fraction n a fraction having fractions for the numerator, or 
the denominator, or both - compare simple fraction 
complaxion A9m'pleksh(a)n/ n 4 the appearance of the skin, esp of the 
face 2 overall aspect or character (that puts a different ^ on things} 
[ME, fr MF, fr ML complexion-, complexio, fr L, combination, fr 
eompkxua, pp] - complextoaal adj, complexloaed adj 
complex number n a number containing both real and imaginary parts 

NUMBER 

complienco /kam'plie-ans/ n 1 the act or process of complying (readily) 
with the wishes of others 2 a disposition to yield to others 3 (a measure 
of) the ease of overcoming a restoring force (e g a spring) - compUaiit adj, 
compUaatty adv 

complicete /'komplikayt/ vt 1 to combine, esp in an involved or 
inextricable manner 2 to make complex or difficult (L complicatus, pp 
of complicate to fold together, fr com- + plkare to fold - more at 
•ply] 

complicctcd AomplUaytid/ adj 1 consisting of parts intricately 
combined 2 difficult to analyse, understand, or explain - complieatedly 
adv, complicatedBcaa o 

complication /.kompli'kaysh(3)n/ n la intncacy. complexity b an 
instance of making difficult, involved, or intricate c a complex or intricate 
feature or element d a factor or issue that occurs unexpectedly and 
changes existing plans, methods, or attitudes - often pi 2 a secondary 
disease or condition developing in the course of a primary disease 
complicity Aam'plisati/ n (an instance oO association or participation 
(as iO in a wrongful act (F complicity, fr complice accomplice, fr LL 
compile-, complex partner] 

'compliment Aomphmant/ n 1 an expression of esteem, affection, or 
admiration; esp a flattenng remark 2 pi best wishes; regards [F, fr It 
complimento, fr Sp cumplimiento, fr cumplir to be courteous] 
Hx>mpllmont Aoroplijment/ vt 1 to pay a compliment to 2 to present 
with a token of esteem 

complimontory /,kompli'ment(a)n/ adj 1 expressing or containing a 
comptiment 2 given free as a courtesy or favour (‘^ tickets} - com- • 

pUncBtarlly adv 

complino Aomplin/ n, often cap the last of the canonical hours, said 
before retiring at night [ME complie, compline, fr OF compile, modif of 
LL completa, fr L, fern of completus complete] 
comply /kam'plie/ vi to conform or adapt one's actions to another’s 
wishes or to a rule [It complire, fr Sp cumplir to complete, perform what 
is due, be courteous, fr L complete to complete] - compiler n 
'component Aam'pohnant/ n 1 a constituent part; an ingredient 2 any 
of the vector terms added to form a vector sum or resultant [L compo- 
nent-, componens, prp of componere to put together - more at cx>m- 
pound] - compoDCDtiid /,kompo'nensh(9)l/ adj 
^component adj serving or helping to constitute; constituent 
comport Aom'pawt/ W to be fitting, accord (acts that ^ with ideals} 
~ vr to behave (oneselO m a manner conformable to what is nght, proper, 
or expected USE fml [MF comporter to bear, conduct, fr L comportare 
to bring together, fr com- + portare to carry > more at 'fare] 
compote Aam'pohz/ vt la to form by putting together <«« a gpHage 
with those pictures} b to form the substance of; make up > chiefly passive 
<'*'d of many ingredients} c set 1 Ic 2a to create by menul or artistic 
labour; produce a sonnet} b to formulate and wnte (a piece of music) 

3 to settle (a point of disagreement) 4 to free from agitation; calm, settle 
onesdf} ^ vi to practise composition [MF composer, fr L componere 
(perf indie composui) ~ more at compound] 
composed /km'pohzd/ adj free from agitation; collected 1 - com* 
poaadly Azidli/ adv, compoaediieM /-zidnis/ n 
compoeer Aam'pohza/ n a person who writes music [compose 
+ *-br) 

com'poelnp .etick /kam'pohzing/ n a tray with an adjustable slide into 
which type is set 

'compoeite Aompozit/ adj 1 made up of distinct pans: e g a ca^^a 
Roman order of architecture that combines Ionic with Girinthian 
ARCHITECTURE b of OT belongmg to a very large family of plants, 
including the dandelion, daisy, and sunflower, typically having florets 
arranged in danse heads that resemble single flowers 2 combining the 
typical or emential chacacieristics of individuals making v(p a group (a ~ 


portrait of mystics known to the painter} [L compositus, pp of com- 
ponere] - eompoaltely adv 
^composite n sthg composite, a compound 
composition /,komp3'zi$h(3)n/ n la the act or process of composing; 
speci/'arrangement into proper proportion or relation and esp into artistic 
form b (the production of) an arrangement of type for pnnting 2 the 
factors or parts which go to make sthg; also the way in which the factors 
or parts make up the whole 3 an agreement by which a creditor accepts 
partial payment 4 a product of mixing or combining various elements or 
ingredients San intellectual creation- eg a a piece of writing; esp a school 
essay b a written piece of music, esp of considerable size and complexity 
[ME composicioun, fr MF composition, fr L composition-, compositio, fr 
compositus] - compositional adj, compositlonally adv 
compositor Aam'pozita/ n sby who sets type 
compos mentis Aompos 'mentis/ adj of sound mind, memory, and 
understanding [L. lit , having mastery of one's mind] 

'compost Aompost/ n a mixture of decayed organic matter used for 
fertilizing and conditioning land [MF, fr ML compostum, fr L, neut of 
compositus, compostus, pp of componere to put together] 

’compost vt to convert (e g plant debns) to compost - composter // 
composure Aam'pohzha/ n calmness or repose, esp of mind, beanng, 
or appearance 

compote /'kompot/ n a dessert of fruit cooked in syrup and usu served 
cold [F, fr OF composte, fr L composts, fern of compostus, pp] 
'compound Aam'pownd/ vt 1 to put together (parts) so as to form a 
whole; combine ingredients} 2 to form by combining parts (^ a 
medicine} 3a to pay (interest) on both the accumulated interest and the 
pnncipal b to add to; augment (to ^ an error} 4 to agree for a 
consideration not to prosecute (an offence) (^ a felony} vt to become 
joined in a compound [ME compounen, fr MF compondre, fr L com- 
ponere, fr com- f ponere to put - more at pt>si i ion] - compoundable adj, 
compounder n 

’compound /'kompownd/ adj 1 composed of or resulting from union of 
(many similar) separate elements, ingredients, or parts 2 involving or 
used in a combination 2 of a sentence having 2 or more mam clauses [ME 
compouned, pp of compounen] 

’compound Aompownd/ n 1 a word consistp^; of components that are 
words, combining forms, or affixes (e g houseboat, anthropology) 2 sthg 
formed by a union of elements or parts, specif a distinct substance formed 
by combination of chemical elements in fixed proportion by weight 
’compound /'kompownd/ n a fenced or walled-in area containing a 
group of buildings, esp residences [by folk etymology fr Malay kampong 
group of buildings, village] 

compound eye n an arthropod eye consisting of a number of separate 
visual units anatomy 

.compound 'fracture n a bone fracture produced in such a way as to 
form an open wound 

.compound 'interest n interest computed on the onginal pnncipal plus 
accumulated interest 

compound lens n iens lb camera 

comprehend /.kompri'hend/ vt 1 to grasp the nature, significance, or 
meaning of; understand 2 to include (the park s all of the land beyond 
the river} - fml [ME comprehenden, fr L comprehendere, fr com- + 
prehendere to grasp - more at prehensile] - comprehcndible adj 
comprehensible /Jiompri'hensabl/ adj capable of being com- 
prehended; intelligible ~ comprehensibleness n, comprehensibly adv, 
comprebensibility /•sa'bibti/ n 

comprehension /,kompri'hensh(3)n/ n la grasping with the intellect; 
understanding b knowledge gained by compr^ending c the capacity for 
understanding fully 2 a school exercise testing Understanding of a passage 
[MF & L, MF, fr L comprehension-, comprehiknsto, fr comprehensus, pp 
of comprehendere to understand, compose] • 

'comprehensive /.kompri'hensiv/ adj 1 > covenng completely or 
broadly; inclusive insurantx} 2 having hr exhibiting wide mental 
grasp knowledge} 3 chiefly Br of or being the principle of educating 
in 1 uaified school nearly all children above the age of 1 1 from a given 
area regardless of ability education} - coieprehensively adv, compre- 
besflTrRess n 

’comprehensive a, Br a comprehensive school 
'compress /kam'pres/ vt 1 to press or squeeze together 2 to reduce in 
size or volume as if by squeezing ^ vi to be compressed [ME compressen, 
fr LL compressare to press hard, fr L compressus, pp of comprimere to 
compress, fr com- + premere to press] - compressible adj, compressibility 
/•sairibti/ n 

’comprese /'kompres/ n a pad pressed on a body part (e g to ease the pain 
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and swelling of a bruise) [MF compresse, fr compresser to compress, fr 
LL compressan] 

compressed Asm'prest/ adj 1 pressed together; reduced in size or 
volume (e g by pressure) 2 flattened as though subjected to compressing 

- compreaicdly /-'presidli, -'prcstli/ adv 

compression A9m'presh(3)n/ n 1 a compressing or being compressed 
2 (the quality oO the process of compressing the fuel mixture in a cylinder 
of an internal-combustion engine - compreisional adj 
compressor Aamjgya/ n sthg that compresses, esp a machine for 
compressing gases flight 

comprise Aam'pnez/ vt 1 to include, contain 2 to be made up of 3 to 
make up, constitute [ME compnsen, fr MF compns, pp of comprendre, 
fr L comprehendere] 

'compromise Aompramiez/ n la the settling of difTerences through 
arbitration or through consent reached by mutual concessions b a 
settlement reached by compromise c sthg blending qualities of 2 different 
things (a ~ solution) 2 a concession to sthg disreputable or prejudicial 
<a of pnnciples) [ME, mutual promise to abide by an arbiter's 
decision, fr MF compromis, fr L compromissum, fr ncut of compronm- 
sus, pp of compromittere to promise mutually, fr com- + promttterc to 
promise - more at promise] 

’compromise vt 1 to adjust or settle by mutual concessions 2 to expose 
to discredit or scandal vt to come to agreement by mutual concession 
" compromiser n 

Comptometer /komp'tomits/ trademark - used for a calculating 
machine 

comptroller /kan'trohla, also .kom(p)'trohla/ n controller 1 [ME, 
alter, of conterrnllrr controller] - comptrollerahip n 
compulsion Aam'pulsh(a)n/ n la compelling or being compelled b a 
force or agency that compels 2 a strong impulse to perform an irrational 
act [ME, fr MF or LL, MF, fr LL compulsion-, compulsio, fr L 
compulsus, pp of compellere to compel] 

compulsive Aam'puisiv/ adj of. caused by, like, or suffering from a 
psychological compulsion or obsession - compulsively adv, compulsive- 
ness n 

compulsory Adm'puls(3)n/ adj 1 mandatory, enforced arbitra- 
tion) 2 involving compulsion or obligation, coercive legislation) - 
compulsorily /-s(9)rali/ adv 

compunction A;)m'pungksh(3)n/ n 1 anxiety ansing from awareness 
of guilt, remorse 2 a twinge of misgiving; a scruple (^cheated without ^ > 
[ME compunccioun, fr MF componction, fr LL compunction-, com- 
punctio, fr L compunctus, pp of compungere to pnek hard, sting, fr com- 
+ pungcre to prick - more at pungent] - compunctious /-'pungkshas/ 
adj 

compurgation /,kompuh'gaysh(a)n/ n a method of tnal abolished in 
1833 by which a person could be acquitted if witnesses swore to hisAer 
innocence and veracity [LL compurgation-, compurgatio, fr L compur- 
gatus, pp of compurgare to clear completely, fr com- ^ purgare to 

purge] 

compurgator /kompuhigayta/ n one who testifies to the innocence or 
veracity of another 

computation /,kompyoo'taysh(o)n/ n 1 the use or operation of a 
computer 2 (a system oO calculating, also the amount calculated [com- 
pute + -ation] - computational adj 
compute /kam'pyooht/ vt to determine, esp by mathematical means; 
also to determine or calculate by means of a computer ^vt 1 to make 
calculation; reckon 2 to use a computer [L computare - more at 'count] 

- computable adj, computability /-ta'bibti/ n 

computer Aam'pyoohta/ n a p rogr ammable electronic devi. e that can 
store, retrieve, and process data ® [compute + ^-er] 
computerize, -isc Aam'pyoohto.nez/ vt 1 to carry out, control, or 
conduct by means of a computer 2 to equip with computers - computeri- 
zation /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

comrade /komnd, -rayd/ n la an intimate fnend or associate, a 
companion b a fellow soldier 2 a communist [MF comarade group 
sleeping in one room, roommate, companion, fr OSp comarada, fr cimara 
room, fr LL camera, camara; (2) fr its use as a form of address by 
communists] - comradely adj, comradelincsa a, comradeship n 
Comsat Aom,sat/ n an artificial satellite used for relaying radio waves 
(e g for intercontinental communication) [communications satellite] 
^con, NAm chiefly conn Aon/ vt -nn- to conduct or direct the steenng of 
(e g a ship) [alter, of ME condicn to conduct, fr MF conduire, fr L 
conducere] 

*COn, NAm chiefly conn n the control exercised by one who cons a 
ship 


’con adv on the negative side, in opposition <so much has been written pro 
and > [ME, short for contra] 

*con n (sby holding) the opposing or negative position 
*Con vt -nn- 1 to swindle, trick 2 to persuade, cajole USE slang 
[confidence (trick)] - con n 
*COn n a convict - slang 
’con prep with - used in music sordini) [It] 
con- - see com- 

conation Aoh'naysh(3)n/ n an instinct, drive, wish, craving, etc to act 
purposefully [L conation-, conatio act of attempting, fr conatus, pp of 
conan to attempt - more at deacon] - conational adj, conative Aonativ, 
'koh-/ adj 

conatus Aoh'naytas/ n, pi conatus a natural tendency or striving (e g 
towards self-preservation) [NL, fr L, attempt, effort, fr conatua, pp] 
concatenate Aon'katanayt/ vt to link together in a series or ch^n - 
fml [LL concatenatus, pp of concatenate to link together, fr L ocmd- + 
catenare to chain, fr catena chain] - concatenation /•'naysh(a)n/ n 
concave Akon'kayv, '-/ adj hollowed or rounded inwards like the inside 
of a bowl [MF, fr L concavus, fr com- * cavus hollow - more at 'cave] 

- concavely adv 

concavity Aon'kavati, kan-/ n 1 a concave line or surface or the space 
included in it 2 the quality or state of bemg concave 
concavo-concave Aon,kayvoh kon'kayv/ adj biconcave 
concavo-convex Aon.kayvoh kon'veks/ adj concave on one side and 
convex on the other 

conceal Aan'scci/ vt 1 to prevent disclosure or recognition of 2 to place 
out of sight [ME concelen, fr MF conceler, fr L concelare, fr com- ^ 
cclare to hide - more at hell] - concealaUe adj, concealer n, concealiafly 
adv, concealment n 

concede Aan'seed/ vt 1 to grant as a right or pnvilege 2a to accept as 
true, valid, or accurate b to acknowledge grudgingly or hesitantly 3 to 
allow involuntanly <^d 2 more goals) - chiefly joum ^vi to make 
concession, yield [F or L; F conc6der, fr L concedere, fr com- + cedere 
to yield - more at cede] - conceder n 
conceit Aan'seet/ n 1 excessively high opinion of oneself 2a a fancifiil 
idea b an elaborate, unusual, and cleverly expressed figure of speech 
[ME, thought, opinion, fr conceiven] 
con'ceited adj having an excessively high opinion of oneself - con- 
ceitedly adv, conceitedneas n 

conceivable Am'scevabl/ adj capable of being conceived; imaginable - 
conceivableness n, conceivably adv, conceivability /-vo'bilati/ n 
conceive Aan'seev/ vt 1 to become pregnant with (young) 2a to cause 
to originate in one’s mind a prejudice against him) b to form a 
conception of, evolve mentally; visualize 3 to l>e of the opinion - fml vi 

1 to become pregnant 2 to have a conception of [ME conceiven, fr OF 
^onceivre, fr L concipere to take in. conceive, fr com- capere to take 

- more at heave] - conceiver n 

'concentrate Aons(9)ntrayt/ vt la to bring or direct towards a 
common centre or objective, focus b to gather into 1 body, mass, or force 
(power was ^ d m a few able hands) 2a to make less dilute b to express 
or exhibit in condensed form (the author his message in the last 
paragraph) ^ v/ 1 to draw towards or meet in a common centre 2 to 
gather, collect 3 to concentrate one's powers, eflbrts, or attention on 
a problem) [com- + L centrum centre] - concentradvc /-.traytiv/ adj, 
concentrator n 

’concentrate n sthg concentrated, esp a feed for animals rich in digest- 
ible nutnents 

concentration /,kons9n'traysh(»)n/ n 1 direction of attention to a 
single object 2 a concentrated mass or thing 3 the relative content of a 
(chemical) component; strength ['cxincentrate + -ion] 
concentration camp n a camp where political prisonen, refugees, etc 
are confined, esp any of the Nazi camps for the internment or mass 
execution of (Jewish) prisoners during WW 11 
concentric Aan'sentnk, kon-/a^ having a common centre drcles) 
[ML concentricus, fr L com- + centrum centre] - ceaceatrically adv, 
concentricity /-'tnsati/ n 

concept Aonsept/ n 1 sthg conceived in the mind; a thought, notion 

2 a genenc idea abstracted from particular instances [L coaoeptum, neut 
of conceptus, pp] - conceptual Aan'septyooal/ adj, conceptually adv 

conception A3n'sepsh(9)n/ n la conceiving or being conceived b an 
embryo, foetus 2 a general idea; a concept 3 the originating of sthg in 
the mind [ME concepcioun, fr OF conception, fr L coaceptioa-, con- 
ceptio, fr conceptus, pp of concipere to take in. conceive] - cencaptlo aai 
adj, conceptive adj 



9 computer 


202 


The diagram on the right shows the 
flow of information (data) within a 
computer system. Information or 
instructions can be displayed on the 
screen of the VDU and put into the 
computer (input) by typing on the 
keyboard. The processor takes 
information from the VDU and either 
stores it on disk or processes it as 
directed by a set of instructions in the 
computer called the program. The 
processor can also retrieve stored 
information and show it on the VDU 
screen, or print it on paper through the 
line printer (printout), or copy it to 
magnetic tape for library storage or 
despatch to another computer. 

The illustration below shows what the 



elements of a business computer 
might look like. 




There are several ways of storing data 
in a form which is accessible to a 
computer. Magnetic tape, in the form 
of reel'to-reel, cassette, or cartridge, 
can store a comparatively large 
amount of information but the 
computer may take a long time to find 
the data it requires. Disks, whether 
rigid or floppy, have a shorter access 
time, and solid-state devices are 
quickest of all, though at present they 
have a limited storage capacity. 



TEUViSION 










floppy disk storage 


microprocessor 






n type silicon 
p type silicon 
n f type silicon 

Silicon chips are made from wafers of 
pure silicon crystal treated so that 
complete electrical circuits are formed 
within the solid material (solid state) 
The wafer is first etched then doped 
with phosphorus and boron to produce 
n and p type silicon Finally aluminium 
interconnections are laid down with 
more silicon dioxide Chips may be 
made into data storage units 
(memories), processors 
(microprocessors) or a combination of 
both (the microcomputer shown here 
IS the kind of chip used in a 
programmable pocket computer) 


silicon dioxide 

aluminium 

interconnections 


read only memory ROM 

random access 
memory RAM 


input/output decode 


arithmetic logic unit 
control decode 



floppy disk 

stores 1 50,000 words 


bubble memory 
stores 1 7 000 
words 


RAM (random 
access memory) 
stores up to 
40,000 words 


cassette C60 
stores 1 0 000 words 


cassette Cl 5 
stores 7 000 words 



reel to reel tape 
stores 3 million words 
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conceptual art Aan'scptyoodl/ n art in which the artist's intent is to 
convey a concept rather than create an art object 
ConcaptuaMza, •»« Aan'septyooahez, -choo-/ vt to form a concept of 

- coBCeptmlizition /-'zayshfajn/ n 

concaptus Aan'septas/ n a foetus [L, one conceived, fr pp of concipere 
to conceive] 

'concern Aan'suhn/ vt 1 to relate to; be about </Ae novel ^ s J soldiers} 

2 to have an influence on; involve; also to be the business or affair of (the 
problem ^s us all} 3 to be a care, trouble, or distress to (his ill health 
-s jne> 4 to engage, occupy <-^8 himself with trivia} [ME concemen, 
fr MF ft ML; MF concemer, fr ML concemere, fr LL, to sift together, 
mingle, fr L com- 4- cemere to sift - more at certain] 

^concern o 1 sthg that relates or belongs to one (tt‘s not my ^ ) 2 matter 
for consideration 3 marked interest or regard, usu ansing through a 
personal tie or relationship 4 a business or manufacturing organization 
or establishment 

con'cemed adj 1 anxious for hts safety} (^ to disco\er the truth} 
2a interestedly engaged ( ^ with books and music} b (culpably) involved 
(arrested all ^ } 

concerning Aan'suhning/ prep relating to; with reference to 
concert Aonsuht, -sat; sense 2 usu 'konsat/ n 1 an instance of working 
together, an agreement *• esp m in concert (with) 2 a public [«rfonnancc 
of music or dancing, esp a performance, usu by a group of muncians, that 
IS made up of several individual compositions [F. fr It imcerto, fr 
conce/tarvtonegotiate. frLL, fr L. tocontend. frcom- ^ ceitire to strive, 
fr certus decided - more at certain] 
concerted Aan'suhtid/ adJ la planned or done together, combined (a 
effort} b performed in unison artillery fire} 2 arranged in parts 
for several voices or instruments > conceitedly adv, concertednesa n 
.concert 'grand /*konsat/ n a grand piano of the largest size for 
concerts 

'concertina /.konsa'teena/ n a small hexagonal musical instrument of the 
accordion family [concert + -ina] 

Concertina vi coacertiiiaed /<nad/; concertinaing Ans ing/ Br to 
become compressed in the manner of a concertina being closed, esp as a 
result of a crash 

concertino /.koncha'teenoh/ n, p/ concertinos a short concerto [It, dim. 
of concerto] 

concertmaater AkonsaLmahsta/ n, chiefly NAm leader Sa [G kon- ^ 
zertmeister, fr konzert concert meister master], 
concerto Aan'cheatoh, <'chuh-/ n. pi concert! Mi/, concertos a piece for 
1 or more soloists and orchestra, usu with 3 contrasting movements [It. 
fr concerto concert] 

0on.eerto 'groaao Agrosoh/ n. pi concert! gross! Agrosi/ a piece for a 
small group of solo instruments and full orchestra [It, lit., big con- 
certo] 

'concert .pitch Akonsat/ n 1 a tuning sundard of usu 440 Hz for A 
above middle C 2 a high state of fitness, tension, or readiness 
conceaaion /kan'seshfayn/ n 1 the act or an instance of conceding 2 
a grant of land, property, or a right made, esp by a government, in return 
for services or for a particular use 3 a reduction of demands or standards 
made esp to accommodate shortcomings [F or L, F, fr L concession-, 
ooncessio, fr concessus, pp of concedere to concede] - concessional adj, 
conccMlonally adv, concessionary adj 

concessionaire /kan,9esha'nea/ n the owner or beneficiary of a con- 
cession [F concesshnnaire, fr concession] 

concessive Aan'scsiv/ adj denoting the yielding or admitting of a point 
(a clause beginning with ^although"} - concessively adv 
conch Aonch, kongk/ n, pi conebes Aonchiz/, conebs 1 (the spiral 
shell oO any of various large marine gastropod molluscs 2 (the plain 
semidome of) an apse [L concha mussel, mussel shell, fr Gk konche, (2) 

It cones semidome, apse, fr LL concha, fr L] 
conch-, cosebo- comb form shell (conchology} [Gk konch-, koncho-, fr 
koneb^ 

concha Akongka/ n, pi oonchae Aki/ sthg shell-shaped; esp the largest 
and deepest concavity of the external ear [L. shell] - concbal arjj 
conchoidal Aong'koydl/ adj, esp of a crystal fracture shaped like the 
smooth curved inner surface of a mussel or oyster shell [Gk konchoddes 
like a mussel, fr koach^ > eoacboMally adv 

conchology Aong'kolaji/ n the branch of zoology that deals with shells 

- concbologiik n 

conchy, conebie Aonchi/ n, chiefly Br conscientious objector - 
« derog [by shoilening ft alter.] 

COficicrgc / Jtdnsi'eazh/ n sby who is employed as doorkeq^. caretaker. 


etc, esp in France [F, modif of L conservus fellow slave, fr com- + servus 
slave] 

conciliar Aan'sili a/ adj of or issued by a council [L concilium council] 
- conclltarly adv 

conciliate Aan'sili-ayt/ vt 1 to reconcile 2 to appease [L conciliatus, 
pp of conciliare to assemble, unite, win over, fr concilium assembly, 
council - more at council] - conciliator n. conciliative /-stiv/ adj, 
conciliatory /-ot(3)ri/ adj, conciliation /''aysh(3)n/ n 
concinnity Aan'sinati/ n neatness and elegance, esp of literary style - 
fml [L concinnitas, fr concinnus skilfully put together] 
concise Aan'sies/ adj marked by brevity of expression or statement; free 
from all elaboration and superfluous detail [L concisus, fr pp of concidere 
to cut up. fr com- -*■ caedere to cut. strike, akin to MHO heie mallet. Arm 
xaif to pnek] - concisely adv, conciseness n 

concision Aan'sizhfayn/ n conciseness [ME, fr L concision-, concisio, 
fr concisus, pp] 

conclave Akongklayv. 'kon-/ n a pnvate meeting or secret assembly, esp 
the assembly of Roman Catholic cardinals secluded continuously while 
electing a pope [ME. fr MF or ML; MF, fr ML, fr L, room that can be 
locked up, fr com- + clavis key - more at clavicle] 
conclude Aan'kloohd/ vt 1 to bnng to an end, esp in a particular way 
or with a particular action ('^ a meeting with a prayer} 2a to arnve at 
as a logically necessary inference <^d that her argument was sound} b 
to decide ('^d he would wait a little longer} e to come to an agreement 
on; effect a sale} ^ vi end 1 [ME concluden, fr L concludere to shut 
up, end, infer, fr com- + claudere to shut - more at ‘close] 
conclusion A3n'kloohzh(a)n/ n 1 a reasoned judgment, an inference, 
spec// the inferred proposition of a syllogism 2a a result, outcome b a 
final summing up (e g of an essay) 3 an act or instance of concluding 
[ME, fr MF, fr L conclusion-, conclusio, fr conclusus, pp of con- 
cludere] 

conclusive Aan'kloohsiv. -ziv/ adj putting an end to debate or question, 
esp by reason of irrefutability - conclusively adv, conclusiveness n 
concoct Aan'kokt/ vt to prepare (c g a meal, story, etc) by combining 
diverse ingredients [L concoctus, pp of concoquere to cook together, fr 
. com- + coquere to cook] - concocter n, concoctive adj, concoction 
/-'koksh(a)n/ n 

'concomitant Aon'komit(d)nt, kon-/ adj accompanying, esp in a subor- 
dinate or incidental way [L concomitant-, concomitans, prp of con- 
comitan to accompany, fr com- + comitan to accompany, fr conut-, 
comes companion - more at 'count] - concomitance n, concomitantly 
adv 

^concomitant /} sthg that accompanies or is collaterally connected with 
sthg else, an accompaniment 

concord Akongkawd, 'kon-/ n la a state of agreement, harmony b a 
harmonious combination of simultaneously heard notes 2 a treaty, 
covenant 3 grammatical agreement [ME, fr OF concorde, fr L concordia, 
fr concord-, concors agreeing, fr com- + cord-, cor heart - more at 
heart] 

concordance /k9ng'kawd(3)ns. kan-/ n 1 an alphabetical index of the 
pnncipal words in a book or an author’s works, with their immediate 
contexts 2 agreement [ME, frMF, ft ML concordantia,frL concordant-, 
concordans] 

concordant A9ng'kawd(3)nt, kan-/ adj consonant, harmonious [ME. 
fr MF, fr L concordant-, concordans, prp of concordare to agree, fr 
concord-, concors] - concordantly adv 

concordat Aon'kawdat, kan-/ n a compact, covenant; specif one 
between a pope and a sovereign or government [F. fr ML concordatum, 
fr L, ncul of concordatus, pp of concordare] 

concourse Akongkaws, 'kon-/ /i 1 a coming^ gathenng. or happening 
' together (a large ~ of people} 2a an open sp^ where roads or paths 
meet b an open space or main hall (e g in a s^tion) [ME, fr MF ft L; 
MF concours, fr L concursus, fr concursus, j|>p of concumere to run 
together - more at concur] 

concrescence Aang'kre^a)ns, kan-/ Ji • growing together; a 
coalesdmce (L concrescentia, fr concrescent-, cgncrescens, prp of concre- 
scere] - coBcveaceat adj 

'concrete Akongkreet, 'kon-/ adj lofa noun Riming a thing rather than 
a quality, state, or action 2a characterized by or belonging to immediate 
experience df actual thmgs or events b specific, particular (-^ proposals} 
c real, tangible evidence} 3 relating to or made of concrete [Ml^ 
coalesced, fr L concretus, fr pp of concrescere to grow together, fr com- 
E crescere to grow - more at crescent] - concretely adv, concrete- 
neaa n 

^nersto n a hard strong building material made by mixing a cementing 
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matenal (e g portland cement) and a mineral aggregate (e g sand and 
gravel) with sufficient water to cause the cement to set and bind the entire 
mass 

‘concrete Aang'kreet, kan-; sense 2 usu 'kongkreet, 'kon-/ vt 1 to form 
into a solid mass, solidify 2 to cover with, form of, or set in concrete ^ vi 
to become concreted 

'concrete .music /kongkreet, 'kon-/ n musique concrete 
'concrete .poetry n poetry whose effect depends partly on its typo- 
graphical arrangement 

concretion /k3ng'kreesh(3)n, kan-/ n 1 a hard usu inorganic mass 
formed (abnormally) in a living body 2 a mass of deposited mineral 
matter in rock [’concrete + -ion] - concretionary adj 
concret ize, msc /kongkree.tiez, 'kon-/ vt to make concrete, specific, or 
definite <fn«/ to his ideas^ 

concubinage /'kongkyoobinij, kan'kyooh-/ n being or having a concu- 
bine 

concubine /'kongkyoobien, 'kon-/ n a woman who lives with a man as 
his wife; mistrf^ss 5, csp a woman who lives with a man in addition to 
his lawful wife or wives [ME, fr OF, fr L concubina, fr com- + cubare 
to he - more at ^hip] 

concupiscence Aong'kyoohpisfajns. kan-/ n strong desire, esp lust 
[ME, fr MF, fr LL concupiscentia, fr L concupiscent-, concupiscens, prp 
of concupiscere to desire ardently, fr com- + cupere to desire] - concupis- 
cent adj 

concur /kan'kuh/ w -rr- 1 to happen together, coincide 2 to act together 
to a common end or single effect 3 to express agreement with an 
opinion) [ME concurren, fr L concurrere, fr com- » currere to run] 
concurrence ; k,«ri'kiir3ns/ n la agreement or union in action b(l) 
agreement m opinion or design (2) consent 2 a coming together, a 
conjunction 

concurrent /km'kurant/ adj la meeting or intersecting in a point b 
running parallel 2 operating or occurring at the same time [ME. fr MF 
& L, MF, fr L concurrent-, concurrens, prp of concurrere] - concurrent 
/i, concurrently adv 

concuss Aan'kus/ vt to affect with concussion [L concussus^ pp] 
concussion Aan'kush(a)n/ n 1 a hard blow or collision 2 (a jarring 
injury to the brain often resulting in unconsciousness caused by) a 
stunning or shattenng effect from a hard blow [MF or L, MF, fr L 
concussion-, concussio, fr concussus, pp of concutere to shake violently, 
fr com- + quatere to shake] - concussive /-siv/ adj, concussively adv 
condemn Aan'dem/ vt 1 to declare to be utterly reprehensible, wrong, 
or evil, usu after considenng evidence 2a to presenbe punishment for, 
specif \o sentence to death b to sentence, doom 3 to declare unfit for use 
or consumption 4 to declare (e g contraband) convertible to public use 
[ME condemnen, fr OF condemner, fr L condemnare, fr com- ^ damnare 
to condemn - more at damn] - condemnable Aan'demabl, -'demnabi/ 
adj, condemnatory adj 

condemnation /,kond.'>m'naysh(3)n, -dem-/ n 1 censure, blame 2 the 
act of judicially convicting 3 the state of being condemned 
con'demned .cell n a prison cell for people condemned to death 
condensate Aan'densayt/ n a (liquid) product of condensation 
condensation /,kond3n'saysh(3)n, -den-/ n la chemical combination 
between molecules with elimination of a simple molecule (e g water) to 
form a new, more complex compound b a change to a denser form (e g 
from vapour to liquid) 2 a product of condensing; specif an abridgment 
of a literary work [condense ^ -ation] - condensational adj 
condense Aan'dens/ vt to make denser or more compact; esp to subject 
to condensation vi to undergo condensation [ME condenaea, fr MF 
condenser, fr L condensare, fr com- + densare to make dense, fr densus 
dense] - condensable adj 

condenser Aan'densa/ n la a lens or mirror used to concentrate light 
on an object b an apparatus for condensing gas or vapour 2 a capacitor 
- now used chiefly in the motor trade [condense + ^-er] 
condescend /.kondi'send/ w to waive the pnvileges of rank < ed to eat 
with subordinates)'* broadly to descend to less formal or dignified action 
or speech [ME condescenden, MF condescendre, fr LL condescendere, 
fr L com- i- descendere to descend] 

condescending /.kondi'sending/ adj showing or charactenzed by 
condescension; patronizing > condescendingly adv 
condescension /.kondi'sensh(a)n/ n 1 voluntary descent from one’s 
rank or dignity in relations with an infenor 2 a patronizing attitude [LL 
condescension-, condescensto, fr condescensus, pp of condescendere] 
condign Aan'dien/ adj deserved, appropriate punishment) - fml 
[ME condigne, fr MF, fr L condignus very worthy, fr com- + dignus 
worthy • more at decent] - condignly adv 


condiment /'kondimant/ n sthg used to enhance the flavour of food; esp 
seasoning [ME, fr MF. fr L condimentum, fr condire to pickle, fr condere 
to build, store up, fr com- + -dere to put - more at 'do] 

'condition Adn'dish(a)n/ n 1 sthg essential to the appearance or occur- 
rence of sthg else, a prerequisite (one of the necessary ^s for producing 
a pure chemical acid is clean apparatus) 2 a protasis 3 a favourable or 
unfavourable state of sthg (delayed by the ^ of the road) 4a a sute of 
being b social status, rank c a usu defective state of health or appearance 
(a heart ^ > d a state of physical fitness or readiness for use (the car was 
in good ^ ) (exercising to get into ^) t pi attendanU circumstances 
(under present --s> [ME condicion, fr MF, fr L condicion-, condicio 
terms of agreement, condition, fr condicere to agree, fr com- + dhere to 
say, determine - more at diction] 

‘condition vt 1 to put into a proper or desired state for work or use 2 
to give a certain condition to 3a to adapt to a surrounding culture b to 
modify so that an act or response previously associated with one stimulus 
becomes associated with another - conditlonablc adj, conditioner n 
conditional A9n'dish(3)ni/ adj 1 subject to. implying, or dependent on 
a condition (a ^ promise) 2 expressing, containing, or implying a 
supposition (the ~ clause if he speaks) 3 conditioned 3 - coi^tional 
n, conditionally adv, conditionality /-'abti/ n 

conditional discharge n a penalty involving merely compliance with 
some condition, imposed by a court for a minor or technical offence - 
compare abscm ute discharge 

conditioned A3n‘dish(3)nd/ adj 1 conditional 1 2 brought or put 
into a specified state 3 esp of a reflex determined or established by 
conditioning 

condole Aan'dohl/ v/ to express sympathetic sorrow (we with you 
in your misfortune) [LL condolere, fr L com- + dolere to feel pain; akin 
to Gk daidalos ingeniously formed] - condolatory adj 
condolence Aan'dohbns/ n (an expression oO sympathy with another 
in sorrow 

condom /'kondam/ n a sheath, usu of rubber, worn over the penis (e g 
to prevent conception or venereal infection dunng sexual intercourse) 
[perh fr name of its inventor, but his identity is unknown] 
condominium /.konda'minyam, -ni-am/ /i 1 (a terntory under) joint 
sovereignty by 2 or more nations 2 NAm (individual ownership oO t unit 
in a multi-unit structure (e g a block of flats) [NL. fr L com- + dominium 
domain] 

condone Aan'dohn/ vt to pardon or overlook voluntanly; tacitly accept; 
esp to treat as if harmless or of no importance <~ corruption in politics) 
[L condonare to forgive, fr com- + donate to give - more at donation] 
- condoner n. condonable adj, condonation /,konda'naysh<a)n, 
-doh-/ n 

condor /kondaw/ n a very large vulture of the high Andes with bare 
head and neck [Sp condor, fr Quechua kuntur] 
condottiere /.kondo'tyean/ n, pi condottieii /~ / a (leading) member 
of a band of mercenanes in Europe between the 14th and 16th c [It] 
conduce Aan'dyoohs/ vi to lead or tend to a particular and usu desirable 
result, contribute [ME conducen to conduct, fr L conducere to conduct, 
conduce, fr com- f ducere to lead - more at 'tow] - conducive adj 
'conduct /kondukt/ n 1 the act, manner, or process of carrying on; 
management 2 a mode or standard of personal behaviour, esp as baaed 
on moral principles [alter, of ME conduit, fr OF, act of leading, escort, 
fr ML conductus, fr L conductus, pp of conducere] 

‘conduct /kan'dukt/ vt 1 to bnng (as lO by leading; guide tourista 
through a museum) 2 to carry on or out, usu from a position of command 
or control a siege) an exjjenment) 3a to convey in a channel, 
pipe, etc b to act as a medium for transmitting (e g heat or light) 4 to 
behave in a specified manner <'«cd himself appallingly) 5 to direct the 
performance or execution of (e g a musical work or group of musicians) 
^ VI 1 to act as leader or director, esp of an orchestra 2 to have the 
property of transmitting heat, sound, elcctncity, etc - condnctfble atjj, 
conductive adj, couductlbility /-ta'bibti/ n 

conductance Aan'dukt(a)ns/ n 1 conducting power 2 the readiness 
with which a conductor tran.smits an electric current 
conduction /k3n'duksh(3)n/ n 1 the act of conducting or conveying 2 
transmission through or by means of a conductor 3 the transmission of 
an electneal impulse through (nerve) tissue 

conductivity /konduktivati/ n the quality or power of conducting or 
transmitting 

conductor Aan'dukta/ n 1 a collector of fares on a public conveyance, 
esp a bus 2 one who directs the performance of musicians 3 a substance 
or body capable of transmitting electricity, heat, sound, etc 4 chiefly 
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NAm GUARD 6 [‘conduct '-orJ - conductoriil /Jionduk'tawn-dl/ 

con'ductor .rail o a rail for conducting current to an elcctnc locomotive 
or train 

conductrasa /kan'duktris/ n a female bus conductor 
conduit /"kondit, 'kondwit, 'kondyoo-it/ n 1 a channel through which 
sthg (e g a fluid) is conveyed 2 a pipe. tube, or tile for protecting electric 
wirea or cables [ME. fr MF, lit., act of leading] 
condyla Aondil/ n a prominence of a bone forming part of a joint [F 
ft L; F, fr L condylus knuckle, fr Gk kondylos] - condylar /-b/ Mdj, 
condyloid /-loyd/ adj 

condyloma /.kondi'lohma/ n a warty growth on the skin or mucous 
membrane, usu near the anus and genitals [NL, fr Gk kondyloms, fr 
kondytos] - coodylomatoiia /-'lomatos, -'loh-/ adj 
‘cona Aohn/ a 1 a mass of overlapping woody scales that, esp in trees 
of the pine family, are arranged on an axis and bear seeds between them; 
broadly any of several similar flower or fruit clusters 2a a solid generated 
by rotating a right-angled triangle about a side other than its hypotenuse 
b a solid figure tapenng evenly to a point from a circular base 3a any of 
the rebtively short light receptors in the retina of vertebrates that are 
sensitive to bright light and function in colour vision - compare rod 3 
b any of many^pmewhat conical tropical gastropod molluscs c the apex 
of a volcano geography d a crisp cone-shaped wafer for holding 
a portion of ice cream [MF or L; MF, fr L conus, fr Gk konos - more 
at hone] 

*COne vt 1 to bevel like the slanting surface of a cone 2 to mark ofT (e g 
a road) with cones 

coney Aohni/ n 1 a cony 2 rabbit fur [ME conies, pi - more at 
cony] 

confab Aonfab/ vi orn -bb* (to have) a chat or discussion - infml [short 
for confabulate, confabulation] 

confabulate Aan'fabyoolayt/ vi 1 to chat 2 to hold a discussion USE 
humor [L confabulatus, pp of confabulan, fr com- + fabulari to talk, fr 
fkbula story > more at fable] - confabulatory /-btCajri/ adj, confabula- 
tion /-1aysh(a)n/ n 

confection A3n'feksh(9)n/ n a fancy or nch dish (e g a cream cake or 
preserve) or sweetmeat [ME confeccioun, fr MF confection, fr LL 
confection-, confectio, fr L, preparation, fr confectus, pp of conUcere to 
prepare - more at comfit] - confectionary adj 
confectioner Aan'fekshana/ n a manufacturer of or dealer m confec- 
tionery 

confectionery Aan'fekshanri/ n 1 confections, sweets 2 the confec- 
tioner’s art or business 3 a confectioner's shop 
confederacy Aon'fed(3)rosi/ a 1 a league or compact for mutual 
support or common action; an alliance 2 an unlawful association, a 
conspiracy 3 a league or alliance for common action; esp, cap the 1 1 states 
withdrawing from the USA in 1 860 and 1861 - confederal adj, confeder- 
allst A 

'confederate A9n'fed(3)rat/ adj 1 united in a league; allied 2 cap of or 
relating to the Confederacy [ME confederat, fr LL confoederatus, pp of 
confbederare to unite by a league, fr L com- f foeder-, foedus compact 
- more at federal] 

^nf ederate a 1 an ally, accomplice 2 cap an adherent of the Confeder- 
acy 

^confederate A9nTB(b,rayt/ vt to unite in a confederacy vi to band 
together - confederadve /-rativ/ adj 

CCMifederatlon Aan,feda'raysh(a)n/ a a league [‘confeoerahe 4 
-ion] 

confer AanYhh/ vb -rr- vt to bestow (as if) from a position of superiority 
•^vi to come together to compare views or take counsel; consult [L 
conferre to bring together, fr com- 4 fem to carry - more at ‘bear] - 
enaimble adj, confarml a. conferrer n, confarcc /.konfaVee/ a 
conference Aonf(a)ran8/ a la a usu formal interchange of views; a 
oonaitllntion b a meeting of 2 or more people for the discussion of matters 
of common concern 2 a representative assembly or administrative organi- 
intion of a denomination, organization, association, etc • confercndnl 
/Jtonfb'reiish(a)l/ adf 

oonfeee Aanfet/ vt 1 to make known (e g sthg wrong or damaging to 
oneMlf); admit 2 b to acknowledge (sin) to God or a priest b to receive 
the confeaaion of (a penitent) 3 to declare faith in or adherence to vi 
la to acknowledfe one’s sins or the state of one’s consdence to God or 
a priest b to hear a confession 2 to admit [ME confesaen, fr MF 
edakuer, fr OF, Uconfea having confessed, fr L coafessus, pp of con/7teri 
. |o oonfett, fr corn- 4 ktiri to confess; akin to L fan to spmk > more at 
^•an] ^ tonkmUe atH, aaafemor a 


confessedly Aan'fesidli/ adv by confession; admittedly 
confession A9n'fesh(3)n/ Ala disclosure of one’s sins 2 a statement 
of what IS confessed: e g a a wntten acknowledgment of guilt by a party 
accused of an ofTence b a formal statement of religious beliefs 3 an 
organized religious body having a common creed - confessional adj, 
confessionaUsm a, confeasionalist a, confessionally adv 
confessional Aan'fesh(3)nl/ Ala place where a pnest hears con- 
fessions 2 the practice of confessing to a pnest 
confetti AanTeti/ a small bits of bnghtly coloured paper meant to be 
thrown (e g at weddings) [ft. pi of confetto sweetmeat, fr ML confectum, 
fr L, neut of confectus, pp of conficere to prepare] 
confidant, fem confidante /’konfi.dant, n one to whom secrets are 
entrusted; esp an intimate [F confident (fem confidente), fr It confidente, 
fr confidente confident, trustworthy, fr L confident-, confidens] 
confide Aan'ficd/ vi to show confidence in by imparting secrets — vt to 
tell confidentially [ME confiden, fr MF or L, MF confider, fr L confidere, 
fr com- 4 fidere to trust - more at bidf] 
confidence Aonfid(a)ns/ a 1 faith, trust (jheir in God’s mercy} 2 
a feeling or consciousness of one’s powers being sufficient, or of reliance 
on one's circumstances 3 the quality or state of being certain (Jhey had 
every of success} 4a a relationship of trust or intimacy (^took his fnend 

into his '^} b reliance on another's discretion (Jthetr story was told in 
stnetest — > c legislative support (vote of -->5 sthg said in confidence, 
a secret 

'confidence ,man n a conman 

'confidence .trick a a swindle performed by a person who pretends to 
be sthg that he/she is not 

confident /'konfid(a)nt/ adj I characten/ed by assurance, esp 
self-reliant 2 full of conviction; certain [L confident-, confidens, fr prp 
of confidere] - confidently adv 

confidential /.konfi'denshfa)!/ adj 1 private, secret 2 marked by 
intimacy or willingness to confide (a tone} - confidentially adv, 
confidentfalness n, confidentiality /-shi'abti/ n 
configuration Adn,figoo'raysh(3)n, -.figyoo-/ n la (relative) arrange- 
ment of parts b sthg (eg a figure, contour, pattern, or apparatus) 
produced by such arrangement c the relative positions in space of the 
atoms in a chemical compound 2 a gestalt (personality ^ } [LL configur- 
ation-, configuratio similar formation, fr L configuratus, pp of configurare 
to form from or after, fr com- + figurare to form, fr figura figure] - 
configurational adj, configurationally adv, configurative /-'fig(y)ourotiv/ 
adj 

‘confine Aan'fien/ vt 1 to keep within limits; restrict 2a to shut up, 
imprison b to keep indoors or in bed, esp just before childbirth (she was 
2 days before the baby was due} - usu passive - confiner n 
'confine Aonfien/ A 1 bounds, borders 2 outlying parts, limits USE usu 
pi with sing, meaning [MF or L; MF confines, pi, fr L confine border, fr 
neut of con finis adjacent, fr com- ^ finis end] 
confined Aan'fiend/ adj 1 kept within confines 2 restneted to quarters, 
esp undergoing childbirth 

COn'finement /-mant/ n confining or being confined, esp in child- 
birth 

confirm Aan'fuhm/ vt 1 to make firm or firmer; strengthen 2 to give 
approval to; ratify ('*> a treaty} 3 to administer the nte of confirmation 
to 4 to make certain of, remove doubt about by authoritative act or 
indisputable fact (I ^ our offer of the job} (served to ^ me in my 
suspicions} [ME confirmen, fr OF confirmett fr L confirmare, fr com- 
4 hrmare to make firm, fr firmus firm] - confirmable adj, confirmability 
/-ma'bibti/ a . 

confirmation /,konfa'maysh(a)n/ Ala rite, admitting a person to full 
membership of a church 2 confirming proof; corroboration [confirm f 
-ation] - confirmatloiial adj, confirmatory Aan'fuhmat(a)ri/ adj 
confirmed Aan'fuhmd/ adj la made firm;,, strengthened b being so 
fixed in habit as to be unlikely to change ($ ^ bachelor} 2 having 
received the rite of confirmation - confirmediy /-midli/ adv, confirmed- 
neas /-«i(i)dnis/ n 

confieepbie Aan'fiskabl, kon-/ adj liable to confiscation 
confiacate Aonfiskayt/ vt to seize (as iQ by authority [L conHscatus, 
pp of conffscare to confiscate, fr com- 4 fiscus treasury - more at fiscai.] 

- conficcatiar a, confiscation /,konfi'skayih(9)n/ a. confiscatory 
Aon'fiakat(a)ri, kan-/ adj 

confiiaor AonTiti*aw/ n a liturgical form of confession of sins used esp 
in the Roman Catholic church [ME, fr L, I confess, fr confiteri to confess 

- more at confess] 

conflagration /,konfl9'graysh(9)n/ a a (large disastrous) fire [L coafla- 



207 


con 


gration-, confJagratio, fr conflagratus, pp of conflagrare to bum, fr com- 
+ flagrare to bum - more at black] 
conflate Aan'flayt/ vt to bnng together, fuse 2 texts into 7> (L 
con/latus, pp of con/lare to blow together, fuse, fr com- flare to blow 

- more at 'blow] - conflation Aon'flaysh(3)n/ n 

'conflict /konflikt/ n 1 a sharp disagreement or clash (e g between 
divergent ideas, interests, or people) 2 (distress caused by) mental 
struggle resulting from incompatible impulses 3 a hostile encounter (e g 
a fight, battle, or war) [ME, fr L conflictus act of stnking together, fr 
conflictus, pp of confligere to stnke together, fr com- + fligere to stnke 

- more at profligate] 

’conflict Aan'flikt/ vi to be in opposition (to another or each other), 
disagree - confliction n 

conflicting Aan'dikting/ adj being in conflict or opposition; incompat- 
ible reports') - conflictingly adv 
confluence /'konfloo-ans/, confluency /-si/ /i 1 a coming or flowing 
together, a meeting or gathenng at I point 2 the (place oO union of 2 or 
more streams 

'confluent /'konfloo-ant/ adj flowing or coming together; also run 
together [L confluent-, confluens, prp of confluere to flow together, fr 
com- + fluere to flow - more at fluid] 

’confluent n a confluent stream 

confocal /.kon'fohkl/ adj having the same foci ellipses') lenses') 

- confocally adv 

conform Aan'fawm/ vt to give the same shape, outline, or contour to. 
bring into harmony or accord ^ v/ 1 to be similar or identical 2 to be 
obedient or comnliant, esp to adapt oneself to prevailing standards or 
customs [ME confomten, fr MF conformer, fr L conformare, fr com- ^ 
formare to form, fr forma form] - conformer n, conformism n, conform- 
ist n 

conformable Aan'fawmabl/ adj 1 corresponding in form or character; 
similar - usu + to 2 of geological strata following in unbroken sequence 

- conformably adv 

conformal Aan'fawml, kon-/ adj leaving the size of the angle between 
corresponding curves unchanged, esp, of a map representing small areas 
in their true shape [LL conformalis having the same shape, fr L com- ♦ 
formalis formal, fr forma] 

conformation /,konfa'maysh(3)n/ n 1 adaptation 2a conformity 1 b 
the way in which sthg is formed, shape, structure [cyinform * -ation] 

- conformational adj 

conformity Aan'fawmati/ n 1 correspondence in form, manner, or 
character, agreement (^behaved in with his beliefs) 2 an act or instance 
of conforming 3 action in accordance with a specified standard or 
authonty, obedience ('-to social custom) 

confound Aan'fownd/ vt 1 to put to shame; discomfit (a performance 
that ed his cntics) 2 to refute (sought to ^ his arguments) 3 to damn 

- used as a mild intei]ection of annoyance himf) 4 to throw into 
confusion or perplexity 5 to increase the confusion of (confusion worse 

- ed - John Milton) [ME confounden, fr OF confondre, fr L confundere 
to pour together, confuse, fr com- fundere to pour - more at ‘found] 

- confounder n 

confounded adj damned (that — cat!) - confoundedly adv 
confraternity /.konfra'tuhnati/ n a society devoted to a religious or 
charitable cause [ME confratemite, fr MF confratemue, fr ML confrater- 
nitat-, confratemitas, fr confrater fellow, brother, fr L com- + frater 
brother - more at brother] 

confront Aon'frunt/ vt 1 to face, esp in challenge; oppose 2e to cause 
to meet, bnng face to face with (‘-a reader with statistics) b tobe faced 
with (the problems that one — s are enormous) [MF confronter to border 
on, confront, fr ML confrontare to bound, fr L com- + front-, frons 
forehead, front - more at brink] - confronter n 
confrontation /.konfron'taysh(a)n/ n 1 a face-to-face meeting 2 (an 
instance oQ the clashing of forces or ideas; a conflict (sit-ins, ^ s and riot 

- Power A Authority in Bntish Universities) [confront -i -ation] - 
confrontational adj, confrontatkminn n, confrontationlst n 

Conf uclan Aan'fyoohsh(o)n/ mlj of the Chinese philosopher Confucius 
t479 BC or his teachings or followers - Confucian n, Confucianism n 
confuse Aan'fyoohz/ vt la to make embarrassed; abash b to disturb or 
muddle in mind or purpose (his question ^d me) 2a to make indistinct; 
blur (stop confusing the issue) b to mix indiscriminately; jumble c to fail 
to difTcrentiate from another often similar or related thing (•- Socialism 
with Communism) 3 archaic to bring to ruin [back-formation fr ME 
confused perplexed, fr MF confus, fr L confusus, pp of confundere] - 
confbaed adj, confbaedly /-zidli/ adv, confusing adj, confbslngly adv 


confusion Aan'fyoohzh(a)n/ n 1 an mstance of confusing or being 
confused 2 (a) disorder, muddle 

confute /kan'fyooht/ vt to overwhelm in argument, refute conclusively 
[L confutare, fr com- + -futare to beat - more at 'beat] - coufrrtatioB 
/,konfyooh'taysh(3)n/ n 

conga /'kong gs/ n 1 a dance involving 3 steps followed by a kick and 
performed by a group, usu in single file 2 a tall narrow bass drum beaten 
with the hands [AmerSp, fr Sp. fem of Congo of the Congo, fr Congo, 
region in Afnca] 

congeal Aan'jeel/ vt 1 to bnng from a fluid to a solid gute (as lO by 
cold, to coagulate 2 to make ngid. inflexible, or immobile —vito become 
congealed [ME congelen, fr MF congeler, fr L congelare, fr com- -f gelare 
to freeze - more at cold] - congealable adj, congealment n 
congelation /,konjriaysh(a)n/ n the process or result of congealing 
congener Aan'jeena/ n 1 a member of the same taxonomic genus as 
another plant or animal 2 sby or sthg resembling another in nature or 
action 3 a secondary product (e g an aldehyde or ester) retamed in an 
alcoholic beverage and important in determining its flavour and in 
causing hangovers [L, of the same kind, fr com- 4 gener-, genus kmd - 
more at kin] - congeneric /.konja'nenk/ adj, congenerous Aan'jenaras/ 
adj 

cortgenial /kan'jeenyal, -ni-al/ adj 1 existing or associated together 
harmoniously - often + with 2 pleasant, esp agreeably suited to one's 
nature, tastes, or outlook [com- ^ genius] - congenially adv, congeniality 
/-ni’abli/ n 

congenital Aan'jemtl/ adj la existing at or dating from birth 
idiocy) b constituting an essential charactenstic, inherent fear of 
snakes) 2 being such by nature (a — liar) [L congenitus, fr com- + 
genitus, pp of gignere to beget - more at KtN] - congenitally adv 
conger /kong ga/, .conger 'eel n any of vanous related (large) edible sea 
cels [ME congre, fr OF, fr L congr-, conger, fr Ok gongros; akin to ON 
kokkr ball, L gingiva gum] 

congest Aan'jest/ vt 1 to cause an excessive fullness of the blood vessels 
of (e g an organ) 2 to clog <,t raffle cd the highways) [L congestus, pp 
of congerere to bnng together, fr com- + gerere to bear - more at cast] 

- congestion n, congestive adj 

'conglomerate Aan'glomarat/ adj made up of parts from vanous 
sources or of vanoas kinds [L conglomeratus, pp of conglomerare to roll 
together, fr com- + glomerare to wind into a ball, fr glomer-, glomus 
ball] 

’conglomerate Aan'glomarayt/ vt to accumulate ~ vi to gather into a 
mass or coherent whole (numbers of dull people d round her - Virginia 
Wooli*) - conglomerator n, conglomerative /-rotiv/ adj 
’conglomerate Aan'glomarat/ n 1 a composite mixture; specif {a) rock 
composed of vanously-sized rounded fragments in a cement 2 a widely 
diversified business company > conglomeratic /-'ratik/ adj 
conglomeration Aan,gloma'raysh(3)n/ n a mixed coherent mass 

pCONGUIMERATE + -IOn] 

congrats Aan'grats/ n pi congratulations - infml 
congratulate Aan'gratyoolayt, -choo-/ vt to express pleasure to (a 
person) on account of success or good fortune [L congratulates, pp of 
congraiulan to wish joy, fr com- + gratulan to wish joy, fr gratus pleasing 

- more at grace] - congratulator n, congratulatory /-bt(a)ri/ adj 
congratulation A3n,gratyoo'laysh(9)n, -choo-/ n a congratulatory 

expression - usu pi with sing meaning [congratulate + -ion] 
congregate Aong gn,gayt/ vb to (cause to) gather together [ME 
congregaten, fr L congr^atus, pp of congregate, fr com- + greg-, grex 
flock - more at gregarious] 

congregation /,kong gn'gaysh(3)n/ n 1 an assembly of people; esp such 
an assembly for religious worship 2 a religious community; esp an 
organized body of believers in a particular locality [congregate 
-ion] 

congregational /,kong gn'gaysh(3)nl/ adj 1 of a congregation 2 often 
cap of (a body oO Protestant churches governed by the assembly of the 
local congregation - congregationaliam n, often cap, congregitioMlift n 
or a4j, often cap 

congress /'kong-gres, -gris/ n 1 a formal meeting of delegates for 
discussion and usu action on some question 2 the supreme legislative 
body of a nation; esp, cap that of the USA 3 an association, usu made 
up of delegates from constituent organizations 4 the act or action of 
coming together and meeting - fml [L congresses, fr congresses, pp of 
congredi to come together, fr com- -f gradi to go - more at grade] - 
congreaslonal Adn'gresh(3)nl/ adj, congrcarioBslly adv 
congressman Aong-gresman. -gns-/, fem 'congrmwosus n a mem- 
ber of a congress 
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congruence /*kong-grooansA congruency /-si/ n the quality or state of 
agreeing or coinciding 

congruent Aong grooont/ adj 1 congruous 2 being^^tly the same 
in size and shape <'«- tnanglcs) - compare similar 3 symboi 

[L congruent-, congruens, prp of congruere] - congmently 
adv 

oongrufty Aan*grooh-ati/ n being congruent or congruous 
congruous Aong grooas/ adj 1 in agreement, harmony, or correspon- 
dence 2 conforming to the circumstances or requirements of a situation; 
appropriate - fml (a ^ room to work in - G B Shaw) (L congruus, fr 
congruere to come together, agree, fr com- + -gruere (akin to Gk fjtchrees 
attacking violently)] - congruously adv, congruousness n 
conic Aonik, Icohnik/, .conic 'se^on n 1 a plane curve, line, or point 
that is the intersection of a plane and a cone 2 a curve generated by a point 
which moves so that the ratio of its distance from a fixed point to its 
distance from a fixed line is constant USE 3” mathematics 
conical AonikI/, conic Aonik. 'kohnik/ adj 1 resembling a cone in 
shape 2 of a cone - conically adv, conicity Aoh'nisati/ n 
conidfophora Aoh'nidi-afaw/ n a structure (on a fungal hypha) that 
bears conidia [NL conidium ^ ISV -phore] - conidlophorous 
/-.nidi'of(3)r3s/ adj 

conidium Aoh'nidi-am/ n. pi conidia /-di a/ an asexual spore (e g of a 
fungus or bacterium) [NL. fr Gk konis dust - more at incinerate] - 

conidial adj 

conifar /'konifa. Ieoh-/ n any of an order of mostly evergreen trees and 
shrubs including pines, cypresses, and yews, that bear ovules naked on the 
surface of scales rather than enclosed in an ovary plant [deriv of 
L conifer cone-beanng, fr conus cone + -fer] - coniferous /-'nif(a)ras/ 
adj 

coniina Aohm-een, -in, 'koh,neen/ n an alkaloid that is the principal 
poison in hemlock [G koniin, fr LL conium] 
conjactural Aan'jekch(a)ral/ adj of the nature of or involving or based 
on conjecture - coiOcctnrally adv 

'conjactura Aan'jekcha/ n 1 the drawing of conclusions from inad- 
equate evidence 2 a conclusion reached by surmise or guesswork [ME, 
fr MF or L; MF, fr L conjectura, fr conjectus, pp of conicere, lit , to throw 
together, fr com- + jacere to throw - more at 'jet] 

*COnJactura vr 1 to arrive at by conjecture 2 to make conjectures as to 
^ vi to form conjectures - coqjecturer n 
conjoin Aan'joyn/ vi to join together, esp for a common purpose [ME* 
conjoinen, fr MF conjomdre, fr L conjungere, fr com- + jungere to join 
- more at yoke] 

conjoint Aan'joynt/ adj related to, made up of. or carried on by 2 or 
more in combination; joint, united [ME, fr MF, pp of conjoindre] - 
coaJoiotiy adv 

conjugal AonjoogI/ adj of the marned state or married people and their 
relationship [MF or L; MF, fr L conjugalis, fr conjug-, conjux husband, 
wife, fr cotyungere to join, unite in marriage] - coidugally adv, coidugality 
/-'galoti/ n 

.conjugal 'rights n pi the right of sexual intercourse between husband 
and wife 

conjugant /'konjoogant/ n either of a pair of conjugating gametes or 
organisms 

^conjugate /konjongat, -gayt/ adj 1 having features in common but 
opposite or inverse in some particular 2 derived from the same root 
words} (ME conjugat, fr L conjugatus, pp of conjugare to unite, fr com- 
+ jugare to join, fr jugum yoke - more at yoke] - coqjugately /-gpth/ 
adv, coaJttgatcuas /-gatnis/ n 

*COnJugata Aonjoogayt/ vt to give in presenbed order the various 
inflectional forms of (a verb) ^ vi 1 to become joined together 2 to pair 
and fuse in genetic conjugation 

Conjugate Aonjoogat. -gayt/ n sthg conjugate; a product of conjugat- 
ing 

eonjugatad Aonjoo.gaytid/ adj formed by the combination of 2 com- 
pounds or combined with another compound <a ^ protein} 
conjugation /Jconjoo'gaysh(a)n/ n la (a diagrammatic arrangement 
oO the inflectional forms of a verb b a class of verbs having the same type 
of inflectional forms 2a fusion of (similar) gametes with union of their 
nuclei that in algae, fungi, etc replaces the typical fertilization of higher 
fomHa b the one-way transfer of DNA between bacteria in cellular contact 
pooNiuGATi! + -ion] - coitjBgatkMial adj, co^lagationaUy adv, co^JBgatif e 
Aonjoo.gaytiv/ atjj 

conjunct Aanjungkt/ adj joint, united [ME, fr L coiyunctus, pp of 
conjunction /kan^ngksh(a)n/ n 1 joining together; being joined 


together 2 occurrence together in time or space; concurrence 3 the 
apparent meetin g^ o r passing of 2 or more celestial bodies - compare 
OPPOSITION 1 SYMBOL 4 a word (eg and or whai) that joins 

together sentences, clauses, phrases, or words - coidunctional adj, con- 
JuBctionally adv 

conjunctiva Aan'jungktiva/ n, pi conjunctivas, conjunctivae /-vi/ the 
mucous membrane that lines the inner surface of the eyelids and is 
continued over part of the eyeball [NL, fr LL, fern of conjunctivas 
conjoining, fr L conjunctus] - conjunctival /.konjungk'tievi, kan'jungk- 
tivl/ adj, conjunctivitis /-ti'vietas/ n 

conjunctive A3n'jung(k)tiv/ adj 1 connective 2 being or functioning 
like a conjunction - conjunctive n, conjunctively adv 
conjuncture /kan'jung(k)cha/ u a combination of circumstances or 
events usu producing a crisis; a juncture 

conjuration /.konjoo'raysh(3)n/ n 1 the act or process of conjuring 2 
a magic spell 3 a solemn appeal 

conjure /'konja, 'kun-, vt sense 2 kan'jooa/ vt la to summon by 
invocation or by uttenng a spell, charm, etc b(l) to affect or effect (as 
if) by magical powers (2) to imagine, contnve - often + up <Jo ^ up 
imaginary dangers} 2 archaic to charge or entreat earnestly or solemnly 
'-VI 1 to make use of magical powers 2 to use a conjurer’s tncks [ME 
conjuren, fr OF conjurer, fr L conjurare to swear together, fr com- + 
jurare to swear - more at 'jury] 

conjurer, conjuror /'konjoora, 'kun-/ n one who performs tncks by 
sleight of hand or illusion 

'conk Aongk/ n (a punch on) the nose - infml [prob alter, of conch] 
‘conk vt to hit (someone) on the head, esp the nose - infml 
*Conk VI 1 to break down; esp to stall <t/?e motor suddenly ^ed out} 2 
to faint USE usu + out: infml [prob imit] 
conker Aongka/ n I pi but sing in constr a British game in which each 
player in turn swings a conker on a string to try to break one held on its 
stnng by hisAer opponent 2 the large seed of the horse chestnut, esp as 
used in playing conkers [conc/r f '-er, fr the original use of a snail shell 
on a stnng in the game] 

conmen Aon,man/ n one who engages in confidence tricks, a swin- 
dler 

conn Aon/ vt or n, NAm ' • 'con 

connate /'konayt/ adj, of plant or animal parts congenitally or firmly 
united [LL connatus, pp of connasci to be born together, fr L com- » 
nasci to be bom - more at nation] - connately adv 
connect Aa'nekt/ vt 1 to join or fasten together, usu by some interven- 
ing thing 2 to place or establish in relationship -vi 1 to be or become 
joined (^the 2 rooms ^ through a hallway} 2 to make a successful hit or 
shot [L conectere, connectere, fr com- + nectere to bind] - connectable 
also connectible adj, connector also connecter n 
connected Aa'nektid/ adj 1 joined or linked together 2 having a social, 
professional, or commercial relationship - connectedly adv, connected- 
ness n 

con'necting rod Aa'nekting/ n a rod that transmits power from a part 
of a machine in reciprocating motion (c g a piston) to another that is 
rotating (e g a crankshaft) 

connection, chiefly Br connexion A3'neksh(3)n/ n In causal or logical 
relationship <tAe ^ between 2 ideas} b contextual relations or associ- 
ations <111 this ^ the word has a different meaning} 2a sthg that connects; 
a link <a loose ^ in the wiring} b an arrangement that assists communi- 
cation or transport; specif a train, aeroplane, etc that one should transfer 
to at a particular station, airport, etc (missed their at Crewe) 3 a 
person connected with others, esp by mardage. kinship, or common 
interest (has powerful ^ s in high places} 4 a social, professional, or 
commercial relationship* eg a an arrangement to execute orders or 
advance interests of another (a firm's foteign ~s) b a source of 
contraband (e g illegal drugs) 5 a religious denomination [L connexion-, 
connexio, fr conexus, pp of conectere] - conulctional adj - In cmmectlon 
with with reference to; concerning 

'connective Aa'nektiv/ adj tending to connect - eonnectlvely adv, 
conucedvity /Jconek'tivati/ o 
‘connective n sthg that connects; esp a conjunction 
connedflve tieeue n any of various tissues (e g bone or cartilage) that 
pervade, support, and bind together other tissues and organs 
*conning .tower Aoning/ n a raised observation tower and usu 
entrance on the deck of a submarine 

conniption A3'nipsh(a)n/ n, NAm a fit of rage, hysteria, or alarm 
[origin unknown] 

connivence /ka'niev(3)ns/ n knowledge of and active or passive consent 
to wrongdoing [connive + -ance] 
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connive /ka'niev/ vi \ to pretend ignorance of or fail to take action 
against sthg one ought to oppose 2 a to be indulgent or in secret sympathy 
b to cooperate secretly or have a secret understanding; conspire USE 
often + at [F or L, F conmver, fr L conivere, connivcre to close the eyes, 
connive, fr com- + -niverc (akin to nictare to wink), akin to OE & OHG 
hnigan to bow, L nicere to beckon] - conniver n 
connoisseur /Jiona'suh, -'sooa/ n 1 an expert judge in matters of taste 
or appreciation (e g of art) 2 one who enjoys with discrimination and 
appreciation of subtleties <a ^ of fine w/nes) [obs F (now connaisseur), 
fr OF connoisseor, fr connoistre to know, fr L cognoscerc - more at 
cugnition] - connoiaseurship n 

connote /ka'noht/ vt 1 to convey in addition to exact explicit meaning 
<a// the misery that poverty ~ s> 2 to be associated with or inseparable 
from as a consequence or accompaniment <//ie remorse so often by 
guilty 3 to imply or indicate as a logically essential attnbute of sthg 
denoted [ML connotare, fr L com- ^ notare to note] - connotation 
/,kona'taysh(a)n/ n, connotational, connotative /'kona.taytiv, ka'noht- 
ativ/ adj 

connubiel Aa'nyoohbi al/ adj conjugal [L conubialis, fr conubium, 
connubium mamage, fr com- f nubere to marry - more at nufiial] - 
connubially adv, connubiality /-bi'alati/ n 

conoid /'koh,noyd/, conoidal Aoh'noydl/ adj shaped (nearly) like a cone 

- conoid n 

conquer /kongka/ vt 1 to gam or acquire by force of arms, subjugate 
ed Englandy 2 to overcome by force of arms, vanquish cd Haroldy 
3 to gain mastery over <^ed the mountainy ed his fear} w to be 
victorious <we will or diey [ME conqueren to acquire, conquer, fr OF 
conquerre, fv (ass'uiiicd) Ml. conquaerere, fr L conquirere to search for, 
collect, fr com- 4 quaerere to ask, search] - conqueror n 
conquest /'kon(g)kwest/ n 1 conquering 2 a sthg conquered, esp 
territory appropnated in war - often pi b a person who has been won 
over, esp by love or sexual attraction [ME, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL 
conquaesitus, alter of L conquisitus, pp of conquirere] 
conquistador /kon'k(w)istadaw/ n, pi conquistadores A'dawrays, 
-reez/, conquistadors one who conquers, specif any of the Spanish 
conquerors of Amenca [Sp, deriv of L conquirere] 
consanguineous /.konsang'gwini as/ adj of the same blood or ongin, 
spec// descended from the same ancestor [L consanguineus, fr com- « 
sanguin-, sanguis blood - more at sanuuinl] - consanguineousiy adv, 
consanguinity /-'gwinati/ n 

conscience Akonsh( 9 )ns/ n 1 the consciousness of the moral quality of 
one's own conduct or intentions, together with a feeling of obligation to 
refrain from doing wrong 2 conformity to the dictates of conscience, 
conscientiousness <~ argues against ity [ME, fr OF, fr L conscientia, fr 
conscient-, consciens, prp of conscire to be conscious, be conscious of 
guilt, fr com- 4 scire to know - more at science] - conscienceless adj 

- In all conscience by any standard of fairness 

conscience clause n a clause in a law exempting those who object on 
moral or religious grounds 

'conscience .money n money paid usu anonymously to relieve the 
conscience 

conscientious /.konshi'enshas/ adj 1 governed by or conforming to the 
dictates of conscience, scrupulous 2 meticulous or careful, esp in one's 
work;- also hard-working [F conscientieux, fr ML conscientiosus, fr L 
conscientia conscience] - conscieotiously adv, conscientiousness n 
consci.entlous ob'Jector n one who refuses to serve in the armed 
forces or bear arms, esp on moral or religious grounds - conscientious 
objection n 

'conscious Akonshos/ adj 1 perceiving with a degree of controlled 
thought or observation 2 personally felt 3 capable of or marked by 
thought, will, intention, or perception 4 having mental faculties undulled 
by sleep, faintness, or stupor; awake 5 done or acting with cntical 
awareness <inade a ^ effort to avoid the same mistakesy 6 marked by 
awareness of or concern for sthg specified <s fashion-conscious shoppery 
[L conscius, fr com- + scire to know] - consciously adv 
^conscious n consciousness 3 . 7 - us^ in Freudian psychology 
consciousness Akonshasnis/ i 1 concern, awareness <c/ass > 2 the 
totality of conscious states of an individual 3 the upper level of mental 
life of which sby is aware, as contrasted with unconscious processes 
'conscript Akonskript/ n or adj (sby) consenpted [adj MF, fr L conscrip- 
tus, pp of conscribere to enrol, fr com- > senbere to wnte - more at 
'SCRIBE; n fr adj] 

^nscript Aan'skript/ vt to enlist compulsonly, esp for mihtary service 

- conacription Aan'skripsh(3)n/ n 

consecrate Akonsikrayt/ vt 1 to ordain to a religious office, esp that 


of bishop 2a to make or declare sacred by a solemn ceremony b to 
prepare (bread and wine used at communion) to be received as Christ’s 
body and blood c to devote to a purpose with deep solemnity or 
dedication 3 to make inviolable or venerable (principles by the 
weight of historyy [ME consecraten, fr L consecratus, pp of consecraie, 
fr com- 4 sacrare to consecrate - more at sacred] - cossecrator n, 
consecration /-'kraysh(3)n/ n, consecratory /-'kraytan/ adj 
consecutive /kan'sekyootiv/ adj following one after the other ui order 
without gaps [F consecutif, fr L consecutus, pp of consequi to follow - 
more at consitQuknt] - consecutively adv, consecutiveniss n 
consensual Aan'sensyoo-al/ adj involving or made by mutual omsent 
[L consensus * E -a/] - consensually adv 
consensus Aan'sensas/ n 1 general agreement, unanimity 2 the 
judgment arrived at by most of those concerned [L, fr consensus, pp of 
consentire] 

'consent Aan'sent/ vi to give assent or approval; agree to [ME con- 
senten, fr L consentire, fr com- + sentire to feel - more at sense] - 
consenter n, conscntingly adv 

'consent n compliance in or approval of what is done or proposed by 
another, acquiescence 

consenting adult Aan'sentmg/ n an adult who consents to sexual, esp 
homosexual, acts 

consequence Akonsikwans/ n 1 sthg produced by a cause or necess- 
anly following from a set of conditions 2 a conclusion amved at by 
reasoning 3a importance in terms of power to produce an effect; moment 
b social importance - in consequence as a result; consequently 
consequent Akonsikwant/ adj following as a result or effect [MF, fr 
L consequent-, consequens, prp of consequi to follow along, fr com- 4 
sequi to follow - more at sul] 

consequential /,konsrkwensh(d)l/a(^' 1 consequent 2 of the nature of 
a secondary result, indirect 3 having significant consequences, important 
(a grave and ^ event) - consequentially adv, conseqnentialnen, coose- 
quentiality /-shi'abti/ n 

consequently Akonsikwantli/ adv as a result; in view of the forego- 
ing 

conservancy Aan'suhv(3)nsi/ n la conservation b (an area protected 
by) an organization designated to conserve and protect the environment 
2 Br a board regulating a nver or port [alter, of obs conservacy 
(conservation), fr AF conservacie, fr ML conservatia, fr L conservatus, 
pp] 

conservation /,konsa'vaysh(3)n/ n careful preservation and protection, 
esp of a natural resource, the quality of the cnvironmen^or plant or 
animal species, to prevent exploitation, destruction, etc energy 
[ME, fr MF, fr L conservation-, conservatio, fr conservatus, pp of 
conservare] - conservational adj, consenrationiat n 
conservatism A3n'suhv3tiz(9)m/ n 1 (a political philosophy based on) 
the disposition to preserve what is established 2 cap the principles and 
policies of a Conservative party 3 the tendency to prefer an existing 
situation to change 

'conservative Aan'suhvstiv/ adj la of or being a philosophy of con- 
servatism, traditional b cap advocating conservatism, specif of or con- 
stituting a Dntish political party associated with support of established 
institutions and opposed to radical change 2a moderate, cautious (a ^ 
cstimatey b marked by or relating to traditional norms of taste, el^ance, 
style, or manners <a ^ suity - conservatively adv, coBserrativeBCM 0 
'conservative n 1 cap a supporter of a Conservative party 2 one who 
keeps to traditional methods or views 

conservatoire Aan'suhvatwah/ n a school specializing in any one of 
the fine arts (a ^ of musicy [F, fr It conservatono home for foundlings, 
music school, fr L conservatus, pp] 

conservator Am'suhvsta, ‘konsa.vayta/ n 1 a museum official respon- 
sible for the care, restoration, etc of exhibits 2 an official charged with 
the protection of sthg affecting public welfare and interests - cosaerva- 
torial A»n,suhva'tawn-9l/ adj 

conservatory A9n'suhv9t(9)ri/ n 1 a greenhouse, usu forming a room 
of a house, for growing or displaying ornamental plants 2 chiefly NAm 
a conservatoire 

'conserve Aan'suhv/ vt la to keep in a state of safety or wholeness 
wild lifey b to avoid wasteful or destructive use of natural resouroesy 
2 to preserve, esp with sugar 3 to maintain (mass, energy, momentum, 
etc) constant during a process of chemical or physical change [ME 
conserven, fr MF conserver, fr L conservare, fr com- + servare to keep, 
guard, observe; akin to OE searu armour, Av haurvaiti he guards] - 
conserver n 
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H»>nMrve Aan'suhv, 'konsuhv/ n a preserve of fruit boiled with sugar 
that is used like jam 

consider Aan'sida/ vr 1 to think about with care or caution 2 to gaze 
on steadily or reflectively 3 to think of as specified; regard as being 
thrift essentuJy <jhcir works are wctt -^ed abroad) 4 to have as an 
opinion <>^ed that he was wrong) ^ vt to reflect, deliberate (paused a 
moment to '^) [ME consideren, fr MF considerer, fr L constderare, lit . 
to observe the stars, fr com- ^ sider-, sidus sur > more at sidereal] 
considerable A9n'sid(3)r3bl/ adj 1 worth consideration; significant 2 
large in extent or degree (a number) - considerably adv 
considerate Aan'sid(d)rat/ adj marked by or given to consideration of 
the nghts and feelings of others - considerately adv, considerate- 

consideration A3n,sid3'raysh(3)n/ n 1 continuous and careful thought 
(after Jong > 2a sthg considered as a basis for thought or action; a 
reason b a taking into account 3 thoughtful and sympathetic or soliatous 
regard 4o a recompense, payment (for a small '^) b an element of 
inducement that distinguishes a legally binding contract trom a mere 
promise - in consideration of 1 in recompense or payment for 2 on 

ACCOUNT OF, BECAUSE OF 

con'sidered adj matured by extended thought (lus ^ opinion) 
'considering Aon'sid(a)nng/ prep taking into account (he did well ~ 
hts limitations) 

^considering conj in view of the fact that <~ be was new at the job, he 
did quite well) 

consign Aan'sicn/ vt 1 to give over to another’s care 2 to give, transfer, 
or deliver into the hands or control of another; also to assign to sthg as 
a destination or end [MF consigner, fr L consignaie, fr com- + signum 
sign, mark, seal] - consignable adj, consignor n 
consignee /.konsie'nee/ n one to whom sthg is consigned 
consignment Aan'sienmant/ n sthg consigned, esp in a single shipment 
[consign + -ment] 

consist Aon'sist/ vi 1 to lie, reside in (liberty in the absence of 
obsi/'ictioiis - A E Housman) 2 to be made up or composed of (breakfast 
•^ed of cereal, milk, and fruit) (MF A L; MF consister, fr L consistere, 
lit., to stand together, fr com- sistete to take a stand; akin to L stare 
to stand - more at stand] 

consistency Aan'sist(d)nsi/ also consistence n 1 internal constancy of 
constitution or character; persistency 2 degree of resistance of a a liquid 
to movement (the ^ of thick syrup) b a soft solid to deformation (the 
^ of clay) 3n agreement or harmony of parts or features to one another 
or a whole; specif ability to be asserted together without contradiction b 
harmony of conduct or practice with past performance or stated intent 
(followed bis own advice with ^ ) 

consistent A9n'sist(a)nt/ adj 1 marked by harmonious regularity or 
steady continuity; free from irregularity, vanation, or contradiction (a ^ 
style in painting) 2 converging to the true value of a statistical parameter 
estimated as the sample becomes large (a ^ estimator) [L consistent-, 
consistens, prp of consistere] - consistently adv 
consistory A9n'sist(3)ri/ n a church tribunal or governing body; esp one 
made up of the pope and cardinals [ME consistone, fr MF. fr ML A LL; 
ML consistorium church tribunal, fr LL, imperial council, fr L consistere] 
- contisCorial /.konsi'stawri-al, kmM-/adJ 
consistory court n a diocesan court in the Church of England 
consociation A9n,8ohshi'aysh(3)n, -si'aysh(9)n/ n an ecological com- 
munity with a single dominant organism [L consociation-, consociatio 
alliance, fr consodatus, pp of consociare to associate, fr com- socius 
companion - more at social] - consodational adj 
consol Aan'sol, 'korusol/ n an interest-bearing government bond having 
no matunty date but redeemable on call - usu pi [short for Consolidated 
Annuities, Bntish government securities] 

.consolation jiriza /,konsa'laysh(a)n/ n a prize given to one who just 
fails to gain a major prize in a contest 
'consol# Aon'sohl/ vt to alleviate the grief or sense of loss of [F consoler, 
fr L oottsolari, fr com- + solan to console - more at silly] - contolhigly 
ndv, cobfoUble adj, conaolatioB /.kon8a'biysh(a)n/ o, consolatory 
Aon'iobt(9)ri/ adj 

*conaola /konsohl, 1 ( 0081 / n 1 a carved bracket projecting from a wall 
to support a shelf or comice 2 the desk containing the keyboards, stops, 
etc of an organ 3a a control panel; also a cabinet in which a control panel 
is mounted b the part of a computer used for communication between the 
epoator and the computer 4 a cabinet (e g for a radio or television set) 
designed to rest directly on the floor [F, fr MF, short for consolateur 
’ bracket in human shape, Ht., consoler, fr L consolator, fr consolatus, pp 
ofcaoaalan] 


'consols .table /'konsohl, 'konsi/ n a table fixed to a wall and supported 
by brackets 

consolidate Aan'solidayt/ vt 1 to join together into 1 whole; unite 
several small school districts) 2 to make firm or secure, strengthen <- 
their hold on first place) 3 to form into a compact mass ^ vi to become 
consolidated; specif to merge (the 2 companies - d> [L consolidatus, pp 
of consolidare to make solid, fr com- + solidus solid] - consolidator n 
consolidation /k3n,soli'daysh(3)n/ n uniting or being united, esp the 
unification of 2 or more companies by dissolution of existing ones and 
creation of a single new company - compare merger 2 [consolidate 
+ -ion] 

consomm# Aan'somay, .konsa'may/ n a thin clear meat soup made 
from meat broth [F, fr pp of consommer to complete, boil down, fr L 
consummare to complete, fr com- -e summa sum] 
consonance /’kons(a)n3ns/ n la correspondence or recurrence of 
sounds, esp in words; assonance b an agreeable combination of musical 
notes in harmony 2 harmony or agreement among components - fml 
[ME, fr MF, fr L consonantia, fr consonant-, consonans] 

'consonant /’konsCajnanI/ n (a letter or other symbol representing) any 
of a class of speech sounds (e g /p/, /g/, /n/. /I/, /s/, /r/) characterized 
by constnction or closure at 1 or more points m the breath channel 
alphabet [ME, fr L consonant-, consonans, fr prp of consonare] - 
consonantal /.konsa'nantl/ adj 

^consonant adj 1 marked by musical consonances 2 having similar 
sounds words) 3 in agreement or harmony, free from elements 
making for discord - fml [MF, fr L consonant-, consonans, prp of 
consonare to sound together, agree, fr com- + sonare to sound] - 

consonantly adv 

'consort /'konsawt/ n 1 an associate 2 a spouse - compare princl 
cx>NsoRr [ME, fr MF, fr L consort-, consors, lit , one who shares a 
common lot, fr com- ^ sort-, sors lot, share] 

^consort n la conjunction, association (he ruled m with his father) 
2a a group of musicians performing esp early music b a set of musical 
instruments (e g viols or recorders) of the same family played together 
. [MF consorte, fr consort] 

’consort Aan'sawi/ vi 1 to keep company with < ^ ing with cnminals) 
2 to accord, harmonize with (the illustrations ^ admirably with the text 
- TLS) USE fml 

consortium /kan'sawti am/ n. pi consortia /-ti a/ also consortiums a 
business or banking agreement or combination [L, fellowship, fr consort-, 
consori] 

conspectus /kan'spektas/ n, pi conspectuses a survey, summary, esp a 
bnef one providing an overall view [L, fr conspectus, pp of con- 
spicere] 

conspicuous Aan'spikyoo as/ adj 1 obvious to the eye or mind 2 
attracting attention; sinking [L consptcuus, fr conspicere to get sight of, 
fr com- specere to look - more at spy] - conspicuously adv, conspicu- 
ousness n 

conspirscy /kan'spirasi/ i] 1 (the offence oOconspmng together to 
murder) 2a an agreement among conspirators b sing or pi in const r a 
group of conspirators [ME conspiracie, fr L conspiratus, pp of con- 
spirare] 

con,spiracy of 'silence n an agreement to keep silent, esp in order to 
promote or protect selfish interests 
conspirator Aan'spirata/ n one who conspires; a plotter 
conspiratorial /kan.spira'tawn.9l, ,kon-/ gdj (suggestive) of a con- 
spiracy or conspirator - conspiratorially ad¥ 
conspire /kan'spie.a/vf la to join in a plot bto scheme 2 to act together 
(circumstances -^d fo defeat his efforts) [ME conspiren, fr MF con- 
spirer, fr L conspirare to breathe together, Igree, conspire, fr com- + 
spirare to breathe - more at spirit] 

constable /'konstabi, 'kun-/ n 1 a high officer of a medieval royal or 
noble household 2 the warden or governor of a royal castle or a fortified 
town 2 Bra policeman; specif one ranking below sergeant [ME conest- 
abJe, fr OF, fr LL comes stabuli, lit., officer of the stable] 
'constabulary Aan'stabyoobri/ n sing or pi in constr 1 the police force 
of a di8tri«n or country 2 an armed police force organized on military lines 
(the Royal Ulster Consubulary) 

’constabularry adj of a constable or constabulary 
constancy Aonstansi/ n 1 fidelity, loyalty 2 freedom from change 
'constant Aonstant/ adj 1 marked by steadfast resolution or faithful- 
ness; exhibiting constancy of mind or attachment (his ^ friend for years) 
2 mvariable, uniform 3 continually occurring or recurring; regular [M^ 
fr MF, fr L constant-, constans, fr prp of constate to stand firm, be 
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consistent, fr com- f stare to stand - more at stand] - constantly 
adv 

’constant n sthg invanable or unchanging, e g a a number that has a 
fixed value in a given situation or universally or that is charactenstic of 
some substance or instrument physics b a number that is assumed 
not to change value in a given mathematical discussion c a term in logic 
with a fixed designation 

conttantan /'konstantan/ n an alloy of copper and nickel used for 
electrical resistors and in thermocouples [fr the constancy of its resistance 
under change of temperature] 

constellation /,konst3'laysh(a)n/ n I any of many arbitrary configura- 
tions of stars supposed to fill the outlines of usu mythical figures 2 a 
cluster, group, or configuration; esp a large or impressive one [ME 
consteJlacioun, fr MF constellation, fr LL constellation-, constellatio, fr 
constellatus studded with stars, fr L com- ^ Stella star - more at stak] 

- constellatory /k3n'stebt(a)n/ adj 

consternation /,kon$ta'naysh(3)n/ n amazed dismay that hinders or 
throws into confusion [F or L, F, fr L consternation-, constematio, fr 
consternatus, pp of constemare to bewilder, alarm, fr com- + -stemare 
(akin to OE stanan to stare)] 

constipate /konstipayt/ vt to cause constipation in [ML constipatus, 
pp of constipate, fr L, to crowd together, fr com- -h stipare to press 
together ~ more at stiff] 

constipation /,konstrpaysh(a)n/ n 1 abnormally delayed or infrequent 
passage of faeces 2 impairment or blockage of proper functioning 
constituency /kan'stityoo-ansi, -'stichooV n (the residents in) an elec- 
toral distnct 

'constituent Aan'stiiyoo-ant, -choo-/ n 1 an essential part, a component 
2 a resident in a constituency [F constituant, fr MF, fr prp of constituer 
to constitute, fr L constituere] 

’constituent adj 1 serving to form, compose, or make up a unit or whole, 
component 2 having the power to frame or amend a constitution <a ^ 
assembly^ [L constituent-, constituens, prp of constituere] - constituently 
adv 

constitute /konstityoobt, -chooht/ vt 1 to appoint to an often specified 
office, function, or dignity d authonties} < ^ d himself that represen- 
tative') 2 to establish, stT up e g a to establish formally b to give legal 
form to 3 to form, make, be </2 months a year) {unemployment ^s 
a major problem') [L constitutus, pp of constituere to set up, constitute, 
fr com- * statucre to set - more at stattitfJ 

constitution /,konsti'tyoohsh(a)n/ n 1 the act of establishing, making, 
or setting up 2a the physical and mental structure of an individual b the 
factors or parts which go to make sthg, composition, also the way in which 
these parts or factors make up the whole 3 the way in which a state or 
society IS organized 4 (a document embodying) the fundamental pnn- 
ciples and laws of a nation, state, or social group 
'constitutional /,konstrtyoohsh(a)nl/ adj 1 relating to, inherent in, or 
affecting the constitution of body or mind 2 being in accordance with or 
authorized by the constitution of a state or society <a ^ government) 3 
regulated according to a constitution <a ^ monarchy) 4 of a constitution 
' conatitutionallze vt, constitutionality /-sh(a)n'abti/ n 
’constitutional n a walk taken for one’s health 
.conati'tutionalism /-iz(3)m/ n adherence to constitutional pnnciples, 
also a constitutional system of government - constitutionalist n 
constitutional law n law dealing with the powers, organization, and 
responsibilities of government i.aw 

constitutionally /,konsti'tyoohsh(a)nl-i/ adv la in accordance with 
one’s mental or bodily constitution unable to grasp subtleties) b in 
structure, composition, or physical constitution 2 in accordance with a 
constitution <wa5 not ^ eligible to fill the office) 
constitutive Aan'stityootiv/ adj having the power to enact or establish 

- conatitutively adv 

constrain /kan'strayn/ vt 1 to force by imposed stneture or limitation 
{necessity ^smeto wdrk) {the evidence, ^ s belief) 2 to force or produce 
in an unnatural or strained manner <a ^ed smile) 3 to hold within 
narrow confines; also to clasp lightly [ME constrainen, fr MF con- 
straindre, fr L constringere to constnet, constram, fr com- + stnngere to 
draw tight - more at ^strain] • constrainedly /-nidli/ adv 
constraint Aan'straynt/ n la constraining or being constrained b a 
constraining agency or force; a check {put legal on the boatd's 
activities) 2a repression of one’s own feelings, behaviour, or actions b a 
sense of being constrained; embarrassment [ME, fr MF constrainte, fr 
constraindre] 

oonatrict Aan'strikt/ vt la to make narrow b to compress, squeeze 


a nerve) 2 to set or keep within limits [L constnetus, pp of constringere] 

- constrictive adj, constriction A9n'stnksh(3)n/ n 
constrictor Aan'stnkta/ n 1 a muscle that contracts a cavity or onfice 
or compresses an organ 2 a snake (e g a boa constnetor) that kills prey 
by compressing it in its coils [constrict + ‘-or] 

'construct Aan'strukt/ vt 1 to make or form by combining parts, build 
2 to set in logical order 3 to draw (a geometneal figure) with suitable 
instruments and under given conditions [L constructus, pp of construere, 
fr com- + struere to build - more at sfructurf] - constructible adj, 
constructor n 

’construct /'konsirukt/ n sthg constructed, esp mentally 
construction /kan‘struksh(3)n/ n 1 the arrangement and connection of 
morphemes, words, or groups of words into some higher unit (e g a phrase 
or clause) 2 ^he process, an, or manner of constructing; also sthg 
constructed building 3 the act or result of construing, interpret- 
ing, or explaining - constructional adj, constructionally adv 
constructive /kan'struktiv/ adj 1 (judiaally) implied rather than 
explicit permission) 2 of or involved in construction 3 suggesting 
improvement or development < ^ criticism) - constructively adv, con- 
structiveness n 

constructivisn^ A3n'strukti,viz(a)m/ n a nonfigurative art movement 
originating in Russia about 1914 and concerned with the aesthetic effects 
of the juxtaposition of (geometne) forms and vanous kinds of surface 
quality (e g colour, tone, texture, etc) and the use of modem industnal 
matenals (e g glass and plastic) - constructivist adj or n 
construe Asn'strooh/ vt 1 to analyse the syntax of (e g a sentence or 
sentence part) 2 to understand or expbin the sense or intention of <^d 
my actions as hostile) 3 to translate closely - vi to construe a sentence 
or sentence part, esp in connection with translating [ME construen, fr LL 
construere, fr L. to construct] - construable adj 
consubstantial /.konsab’stanshfa)!/ adj, esp of the 3 persons of the 
Tnnity of the same substance [LL consubstantialis, fr L com- f substan- 
tia substance] 

consubstantiation /,konsdb,stanshi'aysh(a)n, 'Si'aysh(a)n/ n (the 
Anglican docinne oO the actual presence and combination of the body 
and blood of Chnst with the bread and wine used at Communion > 
compare transuustan tia i ion 

consul /'kons(3)l/ n la either of 2 elected chief magistrates of the Roman 
republic b any of 3 chief magistrates of France from 1799 to 1804 2 an 
ofiicial appointed by a government to reside in a foreign country to look 
after the (commercial) interests of citizens of the appointing country 
[ME, fr L, fr consulere to consult] - consulship n, consular Aonsyoob/ 
adj 

consulate /'konsyoobt/ n 1 a government by consuls 2 the residence, 
office, or junsdiciion of a consul 

.consul 'general n, pi consuls general a senior diplomatic consul 
stationed in an important place or having junsdiction in several places or 
over several consuls 

consult Aan'sult/ vt 1 to ask the advice or opinion of ^ a doctor) 2 
to refer to a dictionary) ^vi 1 to deliberate together; confer 2 to 
serve as a consultant [MF or L; MF consulter, fr L consultare, fr 
consultus, pp of consulere to deliberate, consult] - consulter n 
consultancy Aon’sult(3)nsi/ n 1 an agency that provides consulting 
services 2 consultation 

consultant A9n’sult(3)nt/ n 1 one who consults sby or sthg 2 an expert 
who gives professional advice or services 3 the most senior grade of 
Bntish hospital doctor, usu having direct clinical responsibility for hospi- 
tal patients - consulUntship n 

consultation /,kons(9)rtaysh(3)n/ n 1 a council, conference 2 the act 
of consulting or confernng 

consultative Aan'sultativ/ adj of or intended for consultation, advisory 
{a — committee) 

consulting Aan'sulting/ adj 1 providing professional or expert advice 
{a architect) 2 of a (medical) consultation or consultant 
consumables Aan'syoohmablz/ n pi food, provisions 
consume Aan'syoohm/ vt 1 to do away with completely; destroy {fire 
'«d several buildings) 2a to spend wastefully; squander b to use or use 
up {work -^s time) {furnaces fuel) 3 to eat or drink, esp in great 
quantity or eagerly 4 to engage fully; engross {she was ~d with 
curiosity) ~ vi to waste or bum away; perish [ME consumettt fr MF or 
L, MF consumer, fr L consumere, fr com- + sumere to take up, take, fr 
sub- up -v emere to take - more at sub-, redeem] - cosasstsMe adj, 
coosiimiagly adv 

consumer /kan'syoohma/ n 1 a customer for goods or services 2 an 
organism requinng complex organic compounds for food, which it obtains 
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l^prcying on other organisms or by eating particles ot organic matter 
FOOD [consume + '-er) - coBSuiBership n 
con'sumer .goods n pi goods (eg food, clothing, and domestic 
appliances) that are not used in further manufacturing processes 
consumorism Aan'syoohm3,nz(3)m/ n 1 the promotion and protec- 
tion of the consumer’s interests 2 the theory that an increasing consump- 
tion of goods IS economically desirable - consumerist n 
'consummate Aan'sumst, 'konsyoomat, -so-, -su-/ adj 1 extremely 
skilled and accomplished <a ^ lury 2 of the highest degree skill) 
cruelty) [ME. fr L consummatus, pp of consummare to sum up, finish, 
fr com- summa sum] - conaninnately adv 
^nsummate /'konsyoomayt. -sa-. -su-/ vt to make (a marriage) com- 
plete by sexual intercourse - coosiusmativc /-.maytiv/ adj, conaumma- 
tor n 

consummation /,konsa'maysh(a)n, -su-, -syoo-/ n 1 the consummat- 
ing of a mamage 2 the ultimate end; a goal ['consummate > -ion] 
consumption Aan'sumsh(3)n, -'sumpsh(a)n/ n 1 the act or process of 
consuming 2 the utilization of economic goods in the satisfaction of wants 
or in the process of production, resulting chiefly in their destruction, 
deterioration, or transformation 3 (a progressive wasting of the body, esp 
from) lung tuberculosis [ME consumpcioun, fr L consumption-, con- 
sumptio, fr consumptus, pp of consumere] 

consumptive /kan'sum(p)tiv/ adj of or affected with consumption (of 
the lungs) - consumptive n, consumptively adv 
'contact Aontakt/ n la (an instance oO touching b (a part made to 
form) the junction of 2 electrical conductors through which a current 
passes 2a association, relationship <sAe needs human --) h connection, 
communication (.keep in '*-!) c the act of establishing communication 
with sby or observing or receiving a significant signal from a person or 
object (radar ~ with Mars) 3 one serving as a carrier or source (our ^ 
in Berlin) [F or L; F. fr L contactus, fr contactus, pp of conUngere to 
have contact with - more at contingent] 

^contact Aontakt, kon'takt, kan-/ vr 1 to bnng into contact 2a to enter 
or > in contact with; join b to get in communication with < ^ your local 
agent) vi to make contact 

’contact Aontakt/ adj maintaming, involving, or activated or caused by 
contact <'*' explosives) 

.contact .inhi'bition n the cessation of movement and growth of one 
cell when in contact with another, observed esp in tissue cultures 
'contact .Iona n a thin lens designed to fit ov^ the cornea of the eyel 
esp for the correction of a visual defect 

contact print o a photographic print made with a negative in contact 
with a photographic paper, plate, or film 

contagion /kan'tayjiafn, -jyan/ n la the transmission of a disease by 
(indirect) contact b (a virus, bacterium, etc that causes) a contagious 
disease 2 corrupting influence or contact [ME, fr MF & L, MF. fr L 
contagion-, contagio, fr contingere to have contact with, pollute] 
contagioua Aan'tayps, -jyas/ adj 1 communicable by contact; catching 

2 bearing contagion 3 exciting similar emotions or conduct in others 
enthusiasm) - contagiowly adv, contaglouaiicti n 

COfktagious a'bortion n brucellosis or other disease of domestic 
animals causing abortion 

contain /kan'tayn/ vt 1 to keep within limits; hold back or hold down 
e g a to restrain, control yourselff) b to check, halt the enemy's 

attack) c to follow successfully a policy of containment towards d to 
prevent (an enemy, opponent, etc) from advancmg or attacking 2a to 
have within; hold b to comprise, include (the bill ^ s several new clauses) 

3 to be divisible by, usu without a remainder [ME conteinen, fr OF 
contenir, fr L continere to hold together, hold in, contain, fr com- + fenere 
to hold > more at thin] - coataiaable adj 

container /kan'tayna/ n a receptacle for the shipment of goods; spectf 
a metal packing case, standardize for mechanical handling, usu forming 
a single lorry or rail-wagon load [contain ^ '-er] 
containar iiation, -iaation /ke.taynane'zaysh(a>n/ n a shipping 
method in which a large amount of material is packaged together in 1 
large oontainer 

Container-iza, -ise /kan'taynariez/ vt 1 to ship by containerization 2 
to convert to tte use of containers (plans to the ports) 
oontainar ehip n a ship for carrying cargo in containers 
containment /kan'taynmant/ n preventing the expaiisioo of a hostile 
power or ideology (contain -ment] 
contaminant /lon'taminant/ n ithg that contaminates 
COntcniii^e /kantaminayt/ vt la to soil, stain, or infect by contact 
orgsiOctatipn b to make infeor or impure by adding sthg<iRxn '^dwith 
^ fdutphorug) 2 to mike unfit for use by the introduction of unwholesome 


or undesirable elements [L contaminatus, pp of contaminare; akin to L 
contagio contagion] - contaminator n, contamination /-'naysh(9)n/ n, 
contaminative Aan'taminativ/ adj 

contango /kan'tang-goh/ n, pi contangos Br a premium paid by a buyer 
to a seller of shares to postpone delivery until a future day of settlement 

- compare backwardation [pcrh alter, of continue] 

conte Aonht, kawnt (fr k5t)/ n a tale or short story, esp of 
adventure [f^ 

contemn Aan'tem/ vt to view or treat with contempt; scorn - fml [ME 
contempnen, fr MF contempner, fr L contemnere, fr com- + temnere to 
despise - more at stamp] - contemner also contemnor /-no/ n 
contemplate /'kontomplayt/ vt 1 to view or consider with continued 
attention; meditate on 2 to have in view as contingent or probable or as 
an end or intention (what do you - doing?) vi to ponder, meditate [L 
contemplatus, pp of contemplan, fr com- ^ templum space marked out 
for observation of auguries - more at 'tempi.e] - contemplator n 
contemplation /,kontom'playsh(o)n, -tern-/ n 1 meditation on spintual 
things as a pnvate devotion 2 an act of considering with attention; a study 
3 the act of regarding steadily 

contemplative /'kontam.playtiv, -tern-, kan'tempbtiv/ adj 1 of or 
involving contemplation 2 of a religious order devoted to prayer and 
penance - contemplative n, contemplatively /-.playtivli/ adv, contempla- 
tiveness n 

contemporaneous /kan.tempa'raynyas, kon-, -nvx/ adj contempor- 
ary 1 [L contemporaneus, fr com- f tempor-, tempus time - more at 
temporal] - contemporaneonsly adv, contemporaneousness, contempor- 
aneity A3n,temp(a)ra‘nay3ti, -'nee ati/ n 
'contemporary Aan'iemp(a)ran, -pn/ adj 1 happening, existing, living, 
or coming into being dunng the same period of time 2 marked by 
charactenstics of the present penod, modem [com- + L tempor-, tempus] 

- contemporarily adv 

’contemporary n sby or sthg contemporary with another, specif one of 
about the same age as another 

contempt Adn'tem(p)t/ n la the act of despising; the state of mind of 
one who despises b lack of respect or reverence for sthg 2 the state of 
being despised (he is held in ^) 3 obstruction of the administration of 
justice in court, esp wilful disobedience to or open disrespect of a court 
[ME, fr L contemptus, fr contempt us, pp of contemnere] 
contemptible /k9n'tem(p)u>bl/ adj worthy of contempt - contempt- 
ibleness n, contemptibly adv 

contemptuous Aan'tcm(p)choo'3S, -lyoo-as/ adj manifesting, feeling, 
or expressing contempt [L contemptus contempt] - contemptuously adv, 
contemptuousness n 

contend Aan'tend/ vi 1 to stnve or vie in contest or nvalry or against 
difficulties 2 to stnve in debate; argue ^ vt to maintain, assert <'^ed that 
he was right) [MF or L; MF contendre, fr L contendere, fr com- + 
tendere to stretch - more at thin] - contender n 
'content Aan'tenl/ adj happy, satisfied (^ to wait quietly) [ME, fr MF, 
fr L contentus, fr pp of continere to hold in, contain] - contentment n 
’content Aan'tent/ vt 1 to appease the desires of; satisfy 2 to limit 
(oneselO m requirements, desires, or actions - usu + with 
’content Aon'tent/ n freedom from care or discomfort; satisfaction 
’content /'kontent/ n la that which is contained - usu pi with sing, 
meaning (the jar’s ^s> (the drawer's ^s> bp/ the topics or matter 
treated in a wntten work (table of '^s) ja the substance, gist as 
opposed to form) b the events, physical detml, and information in a work 
of art - compare form 9b 3 the matter dealt with in a field of study 4 
the amount of specified material contained; proportion (the lead of 
paint) [ME, fr L contentus, pp of conUnete to contain] 
contented Aan'tentid/ adj marked by Mtisfaction with one's pos- 
sessions, status, or situation; happy - Contentedly adv, contented- 

contention /k3n'tensh(a)n/ n 1 (an act or instance oO contending 2 a 
point advanced or maintained in a debate or argument [ME contencioun, 
fr MF, fr L contention-, contentio, fr contentus, pp of contendere to 
contend] 

contentious /kan'tenshas/ atfj 1 exhibiting an often perverm and 
wearisome tendency to quarrels and disputes 2 likely to cause contention 
(a argument) - coatentiously adv, coatentiousness n 
'contest /kan'test/ vt to make the subject of dispute, contention, or 
litigation vi to strive, vie [MF contester, fr L contestari (litem) to bring 
an action at law, fr contestari to call to witness, fr com- + testis witness 
' more at testament] - contestable adj, contester n 
’contest Aontest/ n 1 a struggle for superiority or victory 2acompeti' 
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live event; a>MPFTiTioN 2; esp one adjudicated by a panel of specially 
chosen judges 

contestant A3n'test(3)nt/ n 1 one who participates in a contest 2 one 
who contests an award or decision 

context /'kontekst/ n 1 the parts surrounding a written or spoken word 
or passage that can throw light on its meaning 2 the interrelated 
conditions in which sihg exists or occurs [ME. weaving together of 
words, fr L contextus connection of words, coherence, fr contextus, pp of 
contexerc to weave together, fr com- + texcre to weave - more at 
tfx'HNical] - contextual /kan'tekschoo-ai, -tyoo-al/ adj. contextually 
adv 

contiguous Aan'tigyoo.as/ adj 1 in actual contact, touching along a 
boundary or at a point 2 next or near in time or sequence [L contiguus, 
fr contingere to have contact with ~ more at contingent] - contiguously 
adv, contiguousness n, contiguity /.konti'gyooh ati/ n 
continence /'kontinans/ n 1 self-restraint from yielding to impulse or 
desire 2 ability to refrain from a bodily activity; the state of being 
continent [ME, fr MF, fr L contmcntia, fr continent-, continens] 
'continent /kontinant/ adj 1 exerasing continence 2 not sufTenng from 
incontinence of the unne or faeces [ME, fr MF. fr L continent-, contin- 
ens, fr prp of continere to hold in - more at contain] - continently 
adv 

’continent n 1 any of the (7) great divisions of land on the globe 2 cap 
the continent of Europe as distinguished from the Bntish Isles [L 
continent-, continens continuous mass of land, mainland, fr continent-, 
continens, prp of continere] 

'continental / konti'nentl/ adj (charactenstic) of a continent, esp Europe 
- continentiily adv 

’continental n an inhabitant of a continent, esp Europe 
continental breakfast n a light breakfast, typically of bread rolls with 
preserves and coffee 

.conti.nental 'drift n the (supposed) dnfting apart of the continents 
from being a solid land mass GUXiKAHitY 
.conti.nental 'quilt n a duvet 

.conti.nental 'shelf n the gently sloping part of the ocean floor that 
borders a continent and ends m a steeper slope to the ocean depths 
Continental System n the attempt to blockade Britain begun by 
Napoleon in 1806 

contingency Aan'tinj(a)nsi/ /i 1 an event that may occur, esp an 
undesirable one 2 an event that is liable to accompany another event [MF 
or ML, MF contingence, fr ML contingentia, fr LL, possibility, fr L 
contingent-, contingens, prp of contingere to touch on all sides, to 
happen] 

con'tingency .table n a table that shows the correlation between 2 
variables 

'contingent Aan'tmj(a)nt/ adj 1 happening by chance or unforeseen 
causes 2 dependent on or conditioned by sthg else 3 not logically 
necessary; esp empincal [ME, fr MF, fr L contingent-, contingens, prp 
of contingere to have contact with, befall, fr com- f tangere to touch - 
more at 'tancjent] - contingently adv 
’contingent n a quota or share, esp of people supplied from or represen- 
tative of an area, group, or military force 
continual Aan'tmyoo-al, -yool/ adj 1 continuing indeHnitely without 
interruption <- /ear) 2 recurnng in steady rapid succession [ME, fr 
MF. fr L continuus continuous] - continually adv 
continuance /kan'tmyoo-ans/ n 1 the act or process of continuing in 
a state, condition, or course of action 2 NAm adjournment of court 
proceedings 

continuant Aan'tmyoo-ant/ n a consonant (e g /!/ or /f/) that may be 
prolonged - compare stop 7 [c»ntinue f '-ant] - continuant adj 
continuation Adn.tinyoo'aysh(a)n/ /i 1 the act or process of continuing 
in a state or activity 2 resumption after an interruption 3 sthg that 
continues, increases, or adds 

continue Aan'tinyoph/ vi 1 to maintain a condition, course, or action 
without interruption 2 to remain in existence; endure 3 to remain in a 
place or condition, stay 4 to resume an activity after interruption ^ vt la 
to maintain (a condition, course, or action) without interruption; carry 
ON <^s walking} b to prolong; specif to resume after interruption 2 to 
cause to continue 3 to say further <‘We must fight for freedom', ^d the 
speaker} 4 NAm to postpone (a legal proceeding) [ME continuen, fr MF 
continuer, fr L continuare, fr conti/iuus] - continuer n 
continuity /.konti'nyooh-ati/ n la uninterrupted connection, suc- 
cession, or union b persistence without essential change c uninterrupted 
duration in time 2 sthg that has, displays, or provides continuity: e g a 
a script or scenario in the performing arts; esp one giving the details of 


the sequence of individual shots b speech or music used to link parts of 
an entertainment, esp a radio or television programme 3 an example of 
the property characteristic of a continuous mathematical function 
.conti'nuity .girl n sby responsible for ensunng consistency between 
individual shots after a break in filming 
continue A3n'tinyoo,oh/ n, pi continuos a bass part for a keyboard or 
stnnged instrument wntten as a succession of bass notes with figures that 
indicate the required chords, also (the instruments playing) a continuo 
accompaniment [It, fr continuo continuous, fr L continuus] 
continuous Aan'tinyoo as/a^/ 1 marked by uninterrupted extension in 
space, time, or sequence 2 of a function having an arbitranly small 
numencal difference between the value at any one point and the value at 
any other point sufficiently near the first point [L continuus, fr amtinere 
to hold together - more at contain] - continuously adv, continuons- 
ness n 

con,tinuous at'sessment n appraisal of the value of a student’s work 
throughout a course as a means of awarding hisAer final mark or 
degree 

continuum Aan'tinyoo am/ n. pi continua /-nyoo-a/, continnuau 1 
sthg (e g duration or extension) absolutely continuous and homogeneous 
that can be desenbed only by reference to sthg else (e g numbers) 2a sthg 
in which a fundamental common character is discernible amid a senes of 
imperceptible or indefinite vanations <f/ie -- of experience} b an uninter- 
rupted ordered sequence [L, ncut of continuus] 
contort Aan'tawt/ vb to twist in a violent manner; deform ihis features 
— ed with fury} ( - spelling and grammar} [L contortus, pp of contor- 
quere, fr com- -r torquere to twist - more at torture] - contorti?e adj, 
contortion A3n'tawsh(3)n/ n 

contortionist Aan'tawsh(a)nist/ n 1 an acrobat who specializes in 
unnatural body postures 2 one who extneates him-Aerself from a 
dilemma by complicated but doubtful arguments - contortiouistk 
/-'istik/ adj 

'contour /'kon.tooa/ n 1 (a line representing) an outline, esp of a curving 
or irregular figure 2 contour, contour line a line (e g on a map) connecting 
points of equal elevation or height [F, fr It contomo, fr contornare to 
round off, sketch in outline, fr L com- + tomare to turn in a lathe, fr 
tomus lathe] 

’contour vt la to shape the contour of b to shape so as to fit contours 
2 to construct (e g a road) in conformity to a contour 
contra- Aontra-/ prefix 1 against, contrary; contrasting 
(conUadistinction}(coniTa(xption} 2 pitched below normal <con- 
trahas.^ [ME, fr L, fr contra against, opposite - more at *cx>unter] 
contraband /'kontra.band/ n goods or merchandise whose import, 
export, or possession is forbidden, also smuggled goods [It contrabbando, 
fr ML contrabannum, fr contra- + bannus, bannum decree, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OHG ban command] > contraband adj 
.contra'bass /-'bays/ n double bass 

.contrabas'aoon /-ba'soohn/ n a double-reed woodwind instrument 
having a range an octave lower than that of the bassoon 
contraception /,kontr3'sepsh(9)n/ n prevenuon of conception or 
impregnation [contra- -» concepfioji] - contraceptive /-'septiv/ adj 
contraceptive /.kontra'septiv/ n a method or device used in preventing 
conception, esp a condom 

'contract /kontrakt/ n la (a document conuining) a legally binding 
agreement between 2 or more people or parties b a betrothal 2 an 
undertaking to win a specified number of tncks in bndge [ME, fr L 
contractus, fr contractus, pp of contrahere to draw togetha, make a 
contract, reduce in size, fr com- trahere to draw - more at draw] 
’contract Aan'trakt; vt sense I and vi sense I usu 'kontrakt/ W 1 to 
undertake by contract 2a to catch (an illness) b to incur as an obligation 
a debt} 3 to knit, wnnkle <a frown ^ed his brow} 4 to reduce to 
a smaller size (as lO by squeezing or forcing together 5 to shorten (c g 
a word) w 1 to make a contract 2 to draw together so as to become 
smaller or shorter imetal ^s on cooling} (muscles ^ involuBlarUy in 
tetanus} [partly fr MF contracter to agree upon, fr L contractus, n; partly 
fr L contractus, pp of contrahere to draw together] - coatnictlblc 
Aan'traktabl/ adj. contractibUity /•U'bibti/ o 
.contract 'bridge /'kontrakt/ n a form of bndge in which overtricks do 
not count towards game bonuses > compare auction bridge 
contractile Aan'traktiel/ adj having the power or property of contract- 
ing (a ~ protein} - contractility /.kontrak'tibti/ n 
con.tractile 'vacuole n a vacuole in a protozoan organism that 
contracts to discharge fluid from the body 
contract in vb to agree to inclusion (oO in a particular scheme 
contraction A9n'traksh(a)n/ n 1 the shortening and thickening of a 
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muscle (fibre) 2 (a form produced by) a shortening of a word, syllable, 
or word group ^contract + -ion] - coatracUoiial sdjr contractife 
adj 

contractor /kan'trakta, 'kontrakta/ n one who contracts to perform 
work, esp building work, or to provide supplies, usu on a large scale 
contract out vb to agree to exclusion (of) from a particular scheme 
contractual / kan'traktyoo-al, -choo-al/ adj of or constituting a contract 
[L contractus contract] - contractually adv 
contracture /kan'trakcha/ n a permanent shortenmg of muscle, tendon, 
scar tissue, etc produemg deformity [^contract + -ure] 
contradict /.kontra'dikt/ vr 1 to state the contrary of (a statement or 
speaker) 2 to deny the truthfulness of (a statement or speaker) [L 
coatradictus, pp of contradiccre, fr contra- + diccre to say, speak - more 
at diction] - contradictable adj, contradictor n 
contradiction /,kontr3'diksh(a)n/ n 1 a logical inconsistency <a ~ in 
terms) 2 an opposition or conflict inherent in a system or situation 
(contradict + -ion] 

'contradictory /,kontr9'dikt(3)ri/ n a proposition so related to another 
that if one is true the other must be false and if one is false the other must 
be true [contradict + ‘-ory] 

HM>ntradictory adj 1 given to or marked by contradiction 2 serving to 
contradict > contr^ctorily adv, contradktorincas n 
.contradi'atinction /‘di'stmgksh(a)n/ n distinction by contrast - con- 
tradiatinctlTC adj, contradiftuictively adv 

.contradi'ttinguish /-di'stmg-gwish/ vt to distinguish by contrast of 
qualiUes 

contrail /Itontrayl/ n a streak of condensed water vapour created in the 
air by the passage of an aircraft or rocket at high altitudes [condensation 
trail\ 

.contra'indicata /-'mdikayt/ vt to make (a treatment or procedure) 
inadvisable <a drug that is -d in pregnancy} - contraindication 
/-indi1caysh(3)n/ n, contnundicative /-in'dikativ/ adj 
.OOntra'Iataral /-'lat(a)rel/ adj situated or appearing on or affecting the 
opposite side of the body > compare ipsilateral [ISV] 
contralto Aan'traltoh. kan'trahltoh/ n, pi contraltos 1 (a person with) 
the lowest female singing voice 2 the part sung by a contralto [It, fr 
contra- + aho] 

contraption Aan'trapsh(a)n/ n a newfangled or complicated device, a 
gadget [perfa blend of contrivance, trap, and invention] 
contrapuntal /.kontra'puntl/ adj of counterpoint [It contrappunto 
counterpoint, fr ML contrapunefus] - cootrapunbdly adv 
contrariety /J(ontr3'rie.ati/ n opposition, disagreement - fml [ME 
contrariete, fr MF contranete, fr LL contranetat-, contrarietas, fr L 
cootraiius contrary] 

contrariwise /*kontran,wiez. kon'treo-/ adv conversely, vice versa 
['contrary + -wise] 

'contrary /'kontrari/ n 1 a fact or condition incompatible with another 
2 either of a pair of opposites 3 either of 2 terms (e g true and false) that 
cannot both simultaneously be said to be true of the same subject - on 
the contrary just the opposite; no - to the contrary 1 to the opposite 
effect <if / hear nothing to the contrary 77/ accept that explanation} 2 
notwithstanding 

‘contrary Aontrari; sense 4 often kan'trean/ adj 1 completely different 
or opposed 2 opposite in position, direction, or nature 3 of wind or 
weather unfavourable 4 otetinately self-willed; inclined to oppose the 
wishes of others [ME contrane, fr MF contraire, fr L contrarius, fr contra 
opposite] - eontrarlly /'kontrarali/ adv, coatrarinea /'kontrarinis, sense 
4 often l»n'trearinis/ n 

'contrary to Aontrari/ prep in opposition to 
'contrast Aontrahst/ n la juxtaposition of dissimilar elements (e g 
cotour, tone, or emotion) in a work ^ art b degree of difTerence between 
the lightest and darkest parts of a painting, photograph, television picture, 
etc 2 comparison of similar objects to set off their dissimilar qu^ties 3 
a person or thing against which another may be contrasted - contrastive 
/kantrahstiv/ adj, contrastively adv 

‘contraat Aan'trahst/ vi to exhibit contrast ^ vf 1 to put in contrast 2 
to compare in respect to differences [F coatraster, fr MF, to oppose, 
resist, dter. of eontrester, fr (assumed) VL contrastare, fr L contra- + 
stare to stand - more at stand) - contrastaUe atfi 
contravene /kontra'veen/ vt to go or act contrary to <~ a law} [MF 
or LL; MF contreveair, fr LL contravenire, fr L contra- + venire to come 
- more at come] - coatravener n 

oontrevention /J[ontraVensh(a)n/ n a violation or infringement [MF, 
- fir LL coatraventus, pp of contravenire] 
oontretemoe Ao^)tfi.ionh, 'kawntia-. -tong (Pr k^Mo)/ n, pi 


contretenips /-(z) (Fr '-)/ a minor setback, disagreement, or confronta- 
tion (F, fr contre- counter- f temps time, fr L tempos - more at 
temporal] 

contribute Aan'tnbyooht, 'kontn-/ vt 1 to give in common with others 
2 to supply (e g an article) for a publication vi 1 to help bring about 
an end or result 2 to supply articles to a publication [L contnbutus, pp 
of contnbuere, fr com- ^ tnbuere to grant - more at iribute] - 
contributive Aan'tnbyootiv/ adj, contributively adv, contributor 
Aon'tribyoota/ n 

contribution /,kontn'byoohsh(a)n/ n the act of contnbuting; also sthg 
contributed 

'contributory Aan'tnbyoot(9)n/ adj 1 contnbuting to a common fund 
or enterprise 2 of or forming a contnbution 3 financed by contnbutions; 
specif, of an insurance or pension plan contnbuted to by both employers 
and employees 

‘contributory n sby liable in Bntish law to contnbutc towards meeting 
the debts of a bankrupt company 

contrite Aan'triet/ adj 1 gnevmg and penitent for sin or shortcoming 
2 showing contntion [ME contnt, fr MF, fr ML contritus, fr L, bruised, 
fr pp of conterere to gnnd, bruise, fr com- < terere to rub - more at 
throw] - contritely adv, contriteness n 
contrition Aan'tnsh(d)n/ n sorrow for one's sms, ansing esp from the 
love of God rather than fear of punishment - compare attrition 
[ cxjNrRiTF + -ion] 

contrivance A3n'tnev(a)ns/ n 1 contnving or being contnved 2 sthg 
contrived; esp a mechanical device 

contrive Aan'tnev/ vt la to devise, plan b to create in an inventive or 
resourceful manner 2 to bnng about, manage [ME controven, contre^en, 
fr MF controver, fr LL contropare to compare] - contriver n 
con'trived adj unnatural and forced 

'control Aan'trohl/ vt -11- 1 to check, test, or verify 2a to exercise 
restraining or directing influence over b to have power over, rule [ME 
controllen, fr MF contreroller, fr contrerolle copy of an account, audit, 
fr contre- counter- f rolle roll, account] - controllable adj, controllability 
/-b'bibti/ n 

‘control n 1 power to control, direct, or command 2a (an organism, 
culture, etc used in) an expenment in which thttrprocedure or agent under 
test in a parallel expenment is omitted and which is used as a standard 
of companson in judging expenmental eflects b a mechanism used to 
regulate or guide the operation of a machine, apparatus, or system - ofien 
pi c an organization that directs a space flight (^mission '-} 6 a 
personality or spint believed to be responsible for the actions of a 
spiritualistic medium at a s^nce 

controller Aon'trohb/ n la a public-finance official b a chief financial 
officer, esp of a business enterprise 2 one who controls or has power to 
control [ME conterroller, fr MF contrerolleur, fr contrerolle] - control- 
lerahip n 

controlling interest Aan'trohling/ n sufficient share ownership in a 
company to have control over policy 
con'trol .panel n a panel on which are mounted devices (e g dials and 
switches) used in the remote control and monitoring of electnfied or 
mechanical apparatus 3" flight 

con'trol .surface n a movable aerofoil or fin of an aircraft or ship that 
allows the position of the vehicle relative to the ground or water to be 
changed 

con'trol .unit n (a prison installation providing) a special punitive regime 
of total isobtion for especially violent pnsonbrs 
controversial /.kontra'vuhsh(9)l/ adj of. gitfen to, or arousing contro- 
versy - controvcrsialism n, controversialist 4 controversially adv 
controveray /’kontro.vuhsi; also kan'trov3si/<|} (a) debate or dispute, esp 
in public or in the media [ME controvetHe, fr L controversia, ft 
controversus disputable, lit., turned opposite, ft contro- (akin to contra-) 
+ versus, pp of vertere to turn] 

controvert /'kontra.vuht, vt to deny or dispute — fml 

[back-fonnauon fr controversy] - controvertef Aontra,vuhta/ n, cootro- 
vertiblcr/-'vuht»bl/ 

contumpeioua /.kontyoo'mayshas/ adj stubbornly disobedient; rebelli- 
ous > fmf (ME contumacie insubordinacy, fr L contumacia, ft contumac-, 
coatumax insubordinate, fr com- + tumere to swell, be proud - more at 
thumb] > coatunaciovsly adv, contiraiacy Aontyoomasi/ n 
contumely Aon'tyoohmili, 'kontyoomili/ n abusive and contemptuous 
language or treatment - fml [ME contumelie, fr MF, fr L contumelia; 
perh akin to L contumacia] - contanelhma /.kontyoo'meelyas/ adj, 
ooBtttiaalioaaly adv 

contuse Aan'tyoohz/ vr to bruise (tissue) [MF contuaer, fr L contusus. 
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pp of contundcrc to crush, bruise, fr com- + tundere to beat - more at 
'stint] - contuaion /-zh(a)n/ n 

conundrum /ka'nundrdm/ n I a nddle; esp one whose answer is or 
involves a pun 2 an intncate and difficult problem [origin unknown] 
conurbation /,konuh'baysh(a)n/ n a grouping of several previously 
separate towns to form 1 large community [com- + L urb-, urbs city] 
convalesce /.konva'les/ w to recover gradually after sickness or weak- 
ness [L convalescere, fr com- + valesccre to grow strong, fr va/ere to be 
strong, he well ~ more at wield] - convalescence n, convalescent adj 
or n 

convection Aan'veksh(3)n/ n (the transfer of heat by) the circulatory 
motion that occurs in a gas or liquid at a nonuniform temperature owing 
to the vanation of density with temperature [LL convection-, convectio, 
fr L convectus, pp of convehere to bnng together, fr com- + vehere to 
carry - more at way] - convect vb, convectional adj, convective adj 
convector Aan'vekta/ n a heating unit from which heated air circulates 
by convection [ctjnvfct + '-or] 

convene Aan'vecn/ vi to come together in a body -^vt 1 to summon 
before a tnbunal 2 to cause to assemble [ME convenen, (r MF convenir 
to come together] 

convenience /kan'veenyons, -ni-ans/ n 1 fitness or suitability 2 an 
appliance, device, or service conducive to comfort 3 a suitable time, an 
opportunity <ar your earliest ^ > 4 personal comfort or advantage 5 Br 
PUBLIC CONVFNIFNCC [ME, fr MF, fr L convenient la, fr convenient-, 
conveniens] 

convenience .food n commercially prepared food (c g cake mixes or 
tinned meat) requiring little or no further preparation before eating 
convenient /kan\ecny;»nt, -m anl/ adj 1 suited to personal comfort or 
to easy use 2 suited to a particular situation 3 near at hand, easily 
accessible [ME, fr L convenient-, conveniens, fr prp of convenire to come 
together, be suitable] - conveniently adv 
convenor, convener Aan'vccna/ n. chie/ly Br t a member of a group 
or esp committee responsible for calling meetings, broadly a chairperson 
2 an elected union official responsible for coordinating the work of shop 
stewards in an establishment [c'onvfnf 4 '-or] 
convent /'konv(9)nt, -vent/ n a local community or house of a religious 
order or congregation, esp an establishment of nuns [ME covent, fr OF, 
fr ML conventus, fr L, assembly, fr conventus, pp of convenire] 
conventicle Aan'ventikl/ n 1 an (irregular or unlawful) assembly or 
meeting 2 a (clandestine) assembly for religious worship 3 a meeting- 
house [ME, fr L conventiculum, dim of conventus assembly] - conventi- 
cler n 

convention Aan'vensh(a)n/ n la an agreement or contract, esp 
between states or parties b an agreement between enemies (e g concerning 
the exchange of pnsoners) 2 a generally agreed pnnciple or practice 3 
an assembly 4a (an) accepted social custom or practice b an established 
artistic technique or practice <r/ie of the stream-of-consciousness 
novety c an agreed system of bidding or playing that conveys information 
between partners in bridge or another card game [ME, fr MF or L, MF, 
fr L convention-, conventio, fr conventus, pp of convenire to come 
together, be suitable, fr com- + venire to come - more at come] 

- conventional Aan'vensh(a)nl/ adj la conforming to or sanctioned by 
convention b lacking onginality or individuality 2 not using atom or 
hydrogi^n bombs - conveationalism n, conventionalist n, conventionalize 
vt, conventionally adv, conventionality /-'abti/ n 
conventual A9n'ventyoo(3)l, -choofa)!/ adj of or befitting a convent or 
monastic life [ME, fr MF or ML; MF, fr ML conventualis, fr conventus 
convent] - conventually adv 

converge Aan'vuhj/ vi 1 to move together towards a common point; 
meet 2 to come together in a common interest or focus 3 of (the value 
of a term in) a mathematical senes to approach a limit as the number of 
terms increases without limit ^ vt to cause to converge [ML convergere, 
fr L com- + vergere to bend, incline - more at wrench] 
convergence A3n'vuhj(d)ns/ , convergency /-si/ n 1 a converging, esp 
towards union or uniformity; esp coordinated movement of the eyes 
resulting in reception of an in^fe on corresponding retinal areas 2 
independent development in unrelated organisms of similar characters, 
often associated with similar environments or behaviour 
convorgont A9n'vuhj(3)nt/ adj 1 tending to move towards 1 point or 
to approach each other 2 exhibiting convergence 3 mathematically 
converging to a limit <a series) 

conversant /kan'vuhs(9)nt/ adj having knowledge or experience; fam- 
iliar with [ME coaversaunt, fr MF conversant, fr L conversant-, conver- 
sans, prp of coaversari to associate with] - conversantly adv 
conversation /,konv3'saysh(a)n/ a 1 (an instance oO informal verbal 


exchange of feelings, opinions, or ideas 2 an exchange similar to conversa- 
tion, esp real-time interaction with a computer, esp through a keyboard 
[ME conversacioun, fr MF conversation, fr L conversation-, convmatio, 
fr con versa tus, pp of conversan to live, keep company with] - conversa- 
tional adj, conversationally adv 

conversationalist /,konva'say8h(a)nl-ist/ n one who converses a great 
deal or who excels in conversation 

conversazione /.konvasatsi'ohni/ n, pJ conversnzioaes /-neez/, conver- 
sazioni Am/ a meeting for informal discussion of intellectual or cultural 
matters [It, lit , conversation, fr L conversation-, conversmtio] 
'converse Aan'vuhs/ vi 1 to exchange thoughts and opimons in speech; 
talk 2 to carry on an exchange similar to a conversation; esp to interact 
with a computer [ME conversen, fr MF converser, fr L conversan to live, 
keep company with, fr conversus, pp of conveners to turn round] 
’converse /‘kon.vuhs/ n conversation - fml 

’converse /'kon.vuhs/ adj reversed in order, relation, or action; opposite 
[L conversus, pp of conveners] - conversely adv 
^converse /’kon.vuhs/ n sthg converse to another; esp a proposition in 
logic in which the subject and predicate terms have been interchanged 
<'no P IS S’ IS the of ‘no S is P") 

conversion Aan'vuhsh(3)n/ n 1 converting or being converted 2 (an 
expenence associated with) a definite and decisive adoption of a religious 
faith 3 sthg converted from one use to another 4 the unlawful exercising 
of nghts to personal property belonging to another S the alteration of a 
building to a different purpose, also a building so altered 6 (the score 
resulting from) an opportunity to kick a goal awarded to the sconng team 
after a try in rugby 7 conversion, conversion hysteria bodily symptoms 
(e g paralysis) appearing as a result of mental conflict without a physical 
cause [ME, fr MF, fr L conversion-, conversio, fr conversus, pp of 
convenere] - conversions! adj 

'convert Aan'vuht/ vt la to win over from one persuasion or party to 
another b to bnng about a religious conversion in 2a to alter the physical 
or chemical nature or properties of, esp in manufactunng b to change 
from one form or function to another, esp to make (structural) alterations 
to (a building or part of a building) c to exchange for an equivalent 3 
to complete (a try) in rugby by successfully kicking a conversion vi to 
undergo conversion [ME convener, fr OF convenir, fr L convenere, to 
turn round, transform, convert, fr com- + venere to turn] - con- 
verter n 

’convert /'konvuht/ n a person who has experienced an esp religious 
conversion 

'convertible Aan'vuhtabi/ adj 1 capable of being converted 2 of a 
motor vehicle having a top that may be lowered or removed (a — sports 
car) 3 capable of being exchanged for a specified equivalent (e g another 
currency) - convertibleaess n, convertibly adv 
’convertible n a convertible motor car 

convex /.kon'veks; not attnb kan'veks/ adj curved or rounded outwards 
like the outside of a bowl [MF or L, MF convexe, fr L convexus vaulted, 
concave, convex, fr com- i -vexus; akin to OE w6h crooked, bent - more 
at prevaricaff] - convexly adv 

convexity Aan'vcksati/ n a convex line, surface, or part [convex -v 
-iiy] 

convexo-concave Aan,veksoh kon'kayv/ adj concavo-convex 
convey Aan'vay/ vt 1 to take or carry from one place to another 2 to 
impart or communicate (e g feelings or ideas) 3 to transmit, transfer, 
specif to transfer (property or the nghts to property) to another [ME 
conveyer, fr OF conveier to accompany, escort, fr (assumed) yfLconviare, 
fr L com- -v via way - more at via] 

conveyance Aan'vayans/ n 1 a document by which nghts to property 
are transferred 2 a means of transport; a vehicle [convey -♦- -ance] 
conveyancing Aan'vayansing/ n the act or business of transferring 
nghu to property - cooveyaacer n 

conveyer, conveyor /kanVaya/ n a mechanical apparatus for carrying 
articles or bulk material (eg by an endless moving belt) [convey 
«- *-er] 

'convict Aan'vikt/ vt 1 to find or prove to be guilty 2 to convince of 
error or sinfulness [ME convictai, fr L ccmvictus, pp of convtncere to 
refute, convict] 

’convict /konvikt/ n a person serving a (long-term) prison sentence 
conviction Aan'viksh(a)n/ n 1 convicting or being convicted, esp in 
judicial proceedings 2a a strong persuasion or belief b the state of bemg 
convinc^ 

convince Aan'vins/ vt to cause to believe; persuade [L convincere to 
refute, convict, prove, fr com- + vincere to conquer - more at vie- 
tor] 
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convincing /kan'vinsing/ adj having the power to overcome doubt or 
disbelief; plausible - convincingly adv, convincingness n 
convivial Aon'vivi-al/ adj relating to or fond of eating, drinking, and 
good company [LL conviviala, fr L convivium banquet, fr com- + vivere 
to live - more at 'quick] - convivially adv, conviviality /-'aldti/ n 
convocation /,konv3'kaysh(a)n, -voh-/ n 1 an assembly of people called 
together: e g a either of the 2 provincial assemblies of bishops and 
representative clergy of the Church of England (the ^ of York} b a 
ceremonial assembly of graduates of a college or university 2 the act of 
calling together [ME, fr MF, fr L convocation-, convocatio. fr con- 
vocatus, pp of convocare] - con vocational adj 
convoke Aan'vohk/ vt to call together to a formal meeting [MF 
convoquer, fr L convocare, fr com- + vocare to call - more at voicf) 
convolute /konvalooht, vb to twist or coil [L convolutus, pp of 
convolvere, fr com- + volvere to roll - more at voi UBLt] 
.convoluted adj 1 having convolutions 2 involved, intricate (a ^ 
argumenfj 

convolution /,konva'loohsh(3)n/ n 1 any of the irregular ndges on the 
surface of the brain, esp of the cerebrum of higher mammals 2 sthg 
intneate or complicated [cxinvolutf ^ -ion] - convolutional adj 
convolvulus Aan'volvyoolas/ n, pi convolvuluses, convolvuli /-lie/ any 
of a genus of usu twining plants (e g bindweed) [NL, fr L convolvere to 
roll together] 

'convoy Aonvoy/ vt to accompany or escort, esp for protection [ME 
convoyen, fr MF conveier, convoier ~ more at convey] 

^convoy n 1 convoying or being convoyed 2 sing or pi in constr a group 
of ships, military vehicles, etc moving together, esp with a protective 
escort; also such an escort 

convulsant Aan'vuls(a)nt/ adj causing convulsions - convulsant n 
convulse Aan'vuls/ vt 1 to shake or agitate violently, esp (as lO with 
p irregular spasms 2 to cause to laugh helplessly [L convulsus, pp of 
convellere to pluck up, convulse, fr com- > vellere to pluck - more at 
vulnerable] 

convulsion Aan'vulsh(a)n/ n 1 an abnormal violent and involuntary 
contraction or series of contractions of the muscles 2a a violent disturb- 
ance b an uncontrolled fit; a paroxysm - convulaionary adj 
convulsive Aan'vulsiv/ adj constituting, producing, or affected with a 
convubion - convulsively adv, convulsiveness n 
cony, coney Aohni/ n 1 a rabbit 2 a pika 3 a hyrax [ME conies, pi,, 
fr OF corns, pi of conil, fr L cuniculus] 

'coo Aooh/ VI cooed, coo’d 1 to make (a sound similar to) the low soft 
cry charactenstic of a dove or pigeon 2 to talk lovingly or appreciatively 
[imit] - coo i? 

*COO inteij, Br - used to express surpnse, rnfml [ongin unknown] 
cooee Aooh-ec/ mteij, Br - used to make one’s presence known or to 
attract sby’s attention at a distance [origin unknown] - cooee vi 
'cook Aook/ n sby who prepares fo^ for eating [ME, fr OE cdc\ akin 
to OHG koch\ both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr L coquus, 
fr coquere to cook; akin to OE a/igen fried, Gk pessein to cook] 

^ook vt 1 to prepare food for eating, esp by subjection to heat 2 to 
undergo the process of being cooked (the rice is ing now} 3 to occur, 
happen - mfml (whafs '•-'ing^ ^vt \ to prepare (e g food) for eating 
by a heating process 2 to subject to the action of heat or fire - cook 
someone's goose to ruin sby irretrievably - cook the books to falsify 
financial accounts in order to deceive 

'COOk.book /'.book/ n cookery book; broadly a book of detailed 
instructions (e g as used in statistics) 

cooker /'kooka/ o 1 an apparatus, appliance, etc for cooking, esp one 
typically consisting of an oven, hot plates or rings, and a grill fixed in 
position 2 a variety, esp of fruit, not usu eaten raw [*cook + *-er] 
cookery Aook(»)ri/ n the art or practice of cooking 
'cookery .book n a book of recipes and instructions for preparing and 
cooking food 

'cookhouse /'.hows/ n a kitchen set up outdoors, at a campsite, or on 
board ship 

cookie, cooky Aooki/ n la Scot a plain bun b NAm a sweet flat or 
slightly leavened biscuit 2 chiefly NAm a person, esp of a specified type 
- infffil (a tough ^ > [D koekje, dim. of koek cake] 
cooking Aooking/ adj suitable for or used in cooking apples') 
utensils') 

’cookout /-.owt/ u, chiefly NAm (the meal eaten at) an outing at which 
food is cooked and served in the open 
eook up vr to concoct, improvise - infml 
'eeotAoohl/afifr Imodenady cold; lacking in warmth 2a dispassionately 
calm and self-contiotled b lacking friendliness or enthufiasm c of or 


being an understated, restrained, and melodic style of jazz - compare hot 
2d 3 disrespectful, impudent (a ^ reply) 4 bnnging or suggesting relief 
from heat (a — dress) 5 of a colour producing an impression of being 
cool; specif in the range blue to green 6 showing sophistication by a 
restrained or detached manner 7 - used as an intensive; infml (paid a 
million for it) 8 very good; excellent - slang [ME col, fr OE col-, akin 
to OHG kuoli cool, OE ceald cold] - coolish adj, coolly also cooly adv, 
coolness n 

*COOl VI 1 to become cool; lose heat or warmth 2 to lose enthusiasm or 
passion vr 1 to make cool; impart a feeling of coolness to - often i off 
or down 2 to moderate the excitement, force, or activity of - cool it to 
become calm or quiet; relax - infml (just cool it, will you. so lean think) 
- cool one's heels to wait or be kept waiting for a long time, esp (as iQ 
from disdain or discourtesy 

*COOl n 1 a cool atmosphere or place 2 poise, composure - infml (don’t 
lose your 

*COOl adv in a casual and nonchalant manner - infml (play it ■^) 
coolabah, coolibah /'koohla.bah/ n, Austr any of several eucalyptuses or 
gum trees [native name in Australia] 
coolant Aoohbnt/ n a liquid or gas used in cooling, esp in an engine 
-3^ ENERGY 

cool down VI to allow a violent emotion (e g rage) to pass 
cooler Aoohb/ n la a container for cooling liquids b NAm a refngera- 
tor 2 a pnson cell - slang ['ccx^i f '-er] 

.cool'headed /-'hedid/ adj not easily excited 
coolie /'koohli/ n an unskilled labourer or porter, u.su in or from the Far 
East, hired for low or subsistence wages [Hindi kuli] 

'coolie ,hat n a shallow conical hat, usu of straw, worn esp to protect the 
head from the heat of the sun 

,COOling-'off adj designed to allow passions to cixil or to permit nego- 
tiation between parties (a ^ penod) 
coomb, coombe, combe Aoi^hm/ n, Br a valley or basin, esp on a hillside 
or running up from the coast [of Celt ongin, akin to W cwm valley] 
coon /koohn/ n 1 chiefly NAm a raccoon 2 a Negro - derog [short for 
raccoon] 

'coon,8kin /-,skin/ n the skin or pelt of the raccoon 
'coop /koohp/ n 1 a cage or small enclosure or building, esp for housing 
poultry 2 a confined space [ME cupe-, akin to OE cype basket, cot 
col] 

’coop vt 1 to confine in a restneted space - usu + up 2 to place or keep 
in a coop -• often + up 
COK>p /'koh ,op/ n a cooperative 

cooper /'koohpa/ n a maker or repairer of barrels, casks, etc [ME 
couper, cowper, fr MD cuper (fr cupe cask) or MLG kuper, fr kupe cask, 
MD cupe 8l MLG kupe, fr L cupa-, akin to Gk kypcUon cup - more at 
hive] > cooper vb, cooperage n 

cooperate /koh'oporayt/ vt to act or work with another or others for a 
common purpose [LL cooperatus, pp of cooperan, fr L co- + operan to 
work - more at opera i l] - cooperator n 
cooperation /koh,op3'raysh(a)n/ n 1 a common effort 2 association for 
common benefit [ax)PERATE f -ion] 

'cooperative /koh'op( 9 )rotiv/ adj 1 showing cooperation or a willing- 
ness to work with others 2 of, or organized as, a cooperative - coopera* 
dvely adv, cooperativeness n 

’cooperative n an enterpnse (e g a shop) or organization (e g a society) 
owned by and operated for the benefit of those using its services <a 
housing ~ > 

COK>pt /,koh 'opt/ vt 1 to choose or elect as a member; specif, of a 
committee to draft onto itself as an additional member 2 to gain the 
participation or services of, assimilate [L eooptare, fr co- + optare to 
choose] - co-optadofl /jeoh ,op'taysh(a)n/ e, co-optative /'optaCiv/ adj, 
coH>ption /’opsh(9)n/ n, co-optive adj 
'coordinate Aoh'awd(a)nat, -di-/ adj 1 equal in rank, quality, or 
signiflcance 2 relating to or marked by coordination [L co- ordinatus, 
pp of ordinare to arrange, fr ordm-, ordo order] - coordinately adv, 
coordieateiieis n 

’COOrdif»ate n 1 any of a set of numbers used in specifying the location 
of a point on a line, on a surface, or in space 2 pi outer garments, usu 
separates, in harmonizing colours, matenals, and pattern 
’coordinate Aoh'awd(3)nayt, -di-/ vt to combine in a common action; 
harmonize vi to be or become coordinate, esp so as to act together 
harmoniously [LL or L; LL coordinatus, pp of coordinare, fr L co- -i- 
ordinare] - coordination /-'aysh(d)ii/ n, coordinadve adj, coordinator 
/-jayXb/ n 
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CO ordinate 'bond /koh'awd(3)ndt, -di-/ n a covalent chemical bond for 
which the electrons are supplied by only I of the 2 atoms it joins 
coordinated Aoh'awd(3)n,aytid, -di-/ adj able to move one's body 
efficiently and usu gracefully in sports, gymnastics, etc 
CO, ordinate ga'ometry Aoh'awd(a)nat, -di-/ n analytical 

GEOMETRY 

coot /kooht/ n 1 any of vanous slaty-black water birds of the rail family 
that somewhat resemble ducks 2 a foolish person - infml [ME cootr, akin 
to D koct coot] 

cootie /'koohti/ n, NAm body louse - infml [perh modif of Malay 
kutu\ 

'cop Aop/ vt -pp- to get hold of, catch, specif, Br to arrest - slang [perh 
fr D kapen to steal, fr Fns kapia to take away, akin to OHG kouf trade 
- more at cheap) - cop it Br to be in senous trouble - slang 
*COp n, Br a capture, arrest - esp in a fair cop, slang - not much cop chiefly 
Br fairly bad; worthless - slang 
’cop n a policeman - infml [short for ^copper] 
copaiba /koh'pieba, -'pay-, .kohpa'eebo/ /i (a S American tree yielding) 
an oleoresin used esp in varnishes [Sp & Pg. Sp. fr Pg copaiba, of Tupian 
ongin; akin to Guarani cupaiba copaiba] 

copal /'kohp(9)l/ n a resin from vanous tropical trees used esp in 
varnishes [Sp. fr Nahuatl copalli resin] 

coparcener Aoh'pahs(o)nd/ A joint heir [co- + /u/’cener (partner, joint 
heir), fr AF, fr OF pargonier, fr pargon portion, fr L partition-, partitio 
partition] 

copartner /koh'pahtna/ n a partner - copartnenhip n 
'cope Aohp/ n a long ecclesiastical vestment resembling a cape, worn on 
special occasfops (C g processions) [ME, fr OE -cap, fr LL cappa head 
covenng] 

’cope vt to supply or cover with a cope or coping 
’cope VI to deal with a problem or task effectively - usu -v with [ME 
copen, fr MF couper to stnke, cut, fr OF, fr coup blow, fr LL colpus, alter 
of L colaphus, fr Gk kolaphos buffet] 
copeck /kohpek/ n a kopeck 

copepod /'kohpa.pod/ n any of a large subclass of usu minute freshwater 
and manne crustaceans [deriv of Gk kope oar + pod-, pous foot] - 
copepod adj 

Copernican Aoh'puhnikan, ka'puh-/ adj of Copernicus or the belief 
that the earth rotates daily on its axis and the planets revolve in orbits 
round the sun [Nicolaus Copernicus 1 1 543 Pol astronomer] - Copernicfln 
n, Copernicanism n 

'cope.8tone /-.stohn/ n a copmgstone 

copier /'kopi-a/ n a machine for making copies, esp by photocopying or 
xeroxing [^cx)py ^ ^-lr] 

'CO-, pilot Aoh/ n a qualified aircraft pilot who assists or relieves the pilot 
but is not in command 

coping /kchping/ n the final, usu sloping, course of bnek, stone, etc on 
the top of a wall architfcturf 

'coping .saw n a narrow-bladed saw used in cutting curved outlines in 
thin wood [fr prp of cope (to cut, notch)] 

'Coping.8tone /-.stohn/ n, chiefly Br a stone forming (part oQ a 
copmg 

copious /kohpi as. 'kohpyas/ adj 1 plentiful, lavish <a ^ harvest} 2 
profuse in wor^ or expression [ME, f^r L copiosus, fr copia abundance, 
fr co- + ops wealth - more at opulent] - copiously adv, copious 

nen n 

copita Aoh'peeta/ n a tulip-shaped glass used esp for sherry [Sp, dim. 
of copa cup] 

coplanar Aoh'playna/ adj lying or acting in the same plane - 
coplaoarity /.kohplay'narati/ n 

copolymarize, -iac Aoh'polimanez/ vb to polymerize (e g 2 different 
monomers) together - copolymer n, copolymerization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
'COp>.OUt n an act of copping out - infml 

cop out VI to avoid an unwanted responsibility or commitment - 
infml 

'coppar /'kopo/ n 1 a common fuddish metallic element that is ductile 
and malleable and one of the best conductors of heat and electricity 
periodic table 2 a coin or token made of copper or bronze and usu of 
low value 3 any of various small butterflies with usu copper-coloured 
wings 4 chiefly Br a large metal vessel used, esp formerly, for boiling 
clothes (ME coper, fr OE; akin to OHG kupfar copper; both fr a 
prehistoric WGme-NGme word borrowed fr LL cuprum copper, fr L 
(aes) Cypnum, lit., Cyprian meul] - coppery adj 
’coppar n a policeman - infml fcop] 

copparaa /’koparas/ n a green hydrated (ferrous) iron sulphate [alter. 


of ME coperose, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL cupnrosa, fr LL cuprum +■ L 
rosa rose] 

.copper 'beech n a vanety of beech with copper-coloured leaves 
.copper-bottomed adj, chiefly Br completely safe, reliable <a 
currency} <fl -o' promise} - infml 

'copperplate /-.playt/ n handwnting modelled on engravings in copper 
and marked by lines of sharply contrasting thickness, broadly formal and 
ornate handwriting 
.copper py'rites n chalcopyntc 

'coppersmith /-.smith/ n sby who works in, or produces articles of, 
copper 

coppice /'kopis/ n a thicket, grove, etc of small trees (onginating mainly 
from shoots or root suckers rather than seed) [MF copeiz, fr couper to 
cut - more at *copl] - coppice vb 

copr-, copro- comb form dung; faeces <icoprohte} [NL, fr Gk kopr-, 
kopro-, fr kopros, akin to Skt saArT dung] 

copra /'kopra/ n dried coconut meat yielding coconut oil [Pg, fr 
Malayalam koppara] 

coprolite /*kopr3lict/ n fossil excrement - coprolitic /-'litik/ adj 
coprophagoua Ao'profagas/ adj feeding on dung <a ^ beetle} [Gk 
koprophagos, fr kopr- ^ -phagos -phagous] - coprophagy /-ji/ 
coprophilia /.kopra'fili 9 / n a marked, esp sexual, interest in excrement 
[NL] - coprophiliac /-li.ak/ n 
copse Aops/ n a coppice [by alter ] 

Copt Aopt/ n a member of a people descended from the ancient 
Egyptians [Ar qubt Copts, fr Coptic gyptios Egyptian, fr Gk 
aigyptios] 

Coptic /'koptik/ adj of the Copts, their Afro-Asiatic liturgical language, 
or their church - Coptic n 

copula /'kopyoob/ n a verb (e g a form of be or seem) that links a subject 
and a complement [L. bond] 

copulate /kopyoolayt/ vi to engage in sexual intercourse [L copulatus, 
pp of copulare to join, fr copula] - copulation /-'laysh(9)n/ n, copulatory 
/-bin/ adj 

'copulative /'kopyoobtiv/ adj la joining together coordinate words or 
word groups and expressing addition of their meanings b functioning as 
a copula 2 of copulation - copulatively adv 
’copulative n a copulative word 

'copy /'kopi/ A 1 an imitation, transenpt, or reproduction of an onginaJ 
work 2 any of a senes of esp mechanical reproductions of an onginal 
imprcs.sion 3 (newsworthy) matenal ready to be pnnted or photoen- 
graved [ME copie, fr MF, ft ML copia, ft L, abundance - more at 
copious] 

’copy vt 1 to make a copy of 2 to model oneself on ^vi 1 10 make a copy 
2 to undergo copying (the document did not ~ well} 

'copy.book /-.book/ n a book formerly used in teaching penmanship and 
containing models for imitation 
'copy-, book adj, Br completely correct, proper 
'copy.cat /-,kat/ a one who slavishly imitates the behaviour or practices 
of another - used chiefly by children 
'COpy-,edit vb to prepare (manusenpt copy) for pnnting, esp by correct- 
ing errors and specifying style - copy editor n 
'copy.hold /-.hohld/ a (land held by) a former type of land tenure in 
England established by a transenpt of the manonal records - copy- 
hol^r A 

copyist /'kopi.ist/ a one who makes copies 

'copy.reader /-.reeda/ n copy editor, also one who edits newspaper 
copy and adds in headlines 

"copy.right /-.net/ a the exclusive legal ngjht to reproduce, publish, and 
sell a literary, musical, or artistic work -ZF symbol « copyright adj 
’copyright vt to secure a copynght on 

'copy.taatar /-.taysta/ n, Br a journalist who selects potential copy 
'copywriter /-.nets/ a a wnter of advertising or publicity copy 
coquatry /'kokatn, 'koh-/ a flirtatious behaviour or attitude 
coquatte Ao'ket, ks-, koh-/ n a woman who tries to gam the attention 
and admiration of men without sincere affecuon [F. fern of coquet 
wanton, fr dim. of coq cock] - coquettish adj 
coquina Ao'keena/ n a soft whitish limestone formed of broken shells 
and corals [Sp. prob irreg dim. of concha shell] 
cor Aaw/ inteij, Br - used to express surpnse or incredulity; slang 
[euphemism for God] 

coracia /'korakl/ n a small (nearly) circular boat of a traditional Welsh 
or Irish design made by coverings wicker frame with waterproof matenal 
[W corwgf] 

coracoid Aorakoyd/ adj of or being a (cartilage) bone that extends from 
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the shoulder blade to or towards the breast bone of many vertebrates [NL 
concoides, fr Gk konkoeides, lit . like a raven, fr korak-, konx raven - 
more at 'raven] - coracoid n 

coral Aofol/ n 1 (the hard esp red deposit produced as a skeleton chiefly 
by) a colony of anthozoan polyps 2 a piece of (red) coral 3a a bnght 
reddish mass of ovanes (e g of a lobster or scallop) b deep orange-pink 
[MEi fr MF, fr L conlhum, fr Gk konlhon] - coral adj, corallold /-loyd/, 
coralloidal /-'loydl/ adj 

'coralline /'koralien/ adj of or like coral or a coralline [F coralhn, fr LL 
coraiJmus, fr L coraJIium] 

^coralline n 1 any of a family of hardened calcium-containing red 
seaweeds 2 any of various aquatic invertebrate animals, specif a bryozoan 
or hydroid, that live in colonies and resemble coral 
'coral , snake n (a harmless snake resembling) any of several brilliantly 
coloured venomous chiefly tropical New World snakes 
cor anglais /.kawr 'ong-glay (Fr kar ogle/ n a double-reed 
woodwind instrument similar to, and with a range a fifth li>wer than, the 
oboe [F, English horn] 

'corbel /'kawbl/ n a projection from a wall which supports a weight; esp 
one stepped upwards and outwards from a vertical surface archi- 
TFXJTURE [M^ fr MF, fr dim. of coq) raven, fr L corvus - more at 
'raven] 

Corbel vt -ll> (NAm •!-, -1I-) to supply with or make into a corbel 
corbie /Icawbi/ n, chiefly Scot carrion crow; also a raven (ME. modif 
of OF corbin, fr L corvinus of a raven, fr a^us raven] 
corbie gable n a gable with stepped sides architecture 
corbie step o any of the senes of steps on the sloping sides of a corbie 
gable architecture - corbie stepped adj 
'cord Aawd/ n 1 (a length oQ long thin flexible matenal consisting of 
several strands (e g of thread or yarn) woven or twisted together 2 a 
moral, spiritual, or emotional bond 3a an anatomical structure (e g a 
nerve) resembling a cord b an electnc flex 4 a unit of cut wood usu equal 
to 128fl' (about 3.63m'); also a stack conUinmg this amount of wood 5a 
a rib like a cord on a textile b(l) a fabne made with such nbs (2) pi 
trousers made of corduroy [ME, fr OF corde, fr L chorda string, fr Gk 
chorde - more at yarn] 

^ord W 1 to provide, bind, or connect with a cord 2 to pile up (wood) 
in cords > corder n 

cordage /Icawdij/ n ropes, esp in a sl^'s ngging ['cord «■ -age] 
cordate /kawdayt/ adj heart-shaped plant [NL cordatus, fr L 
cord-, cor] - cor^tely adv 

corded /liawdid/ adj 1 bound or fastened with cords 2 stnped or nbbed 
(as iO with cord; twilled 

'cordial Aawdi.al/ adj 1 warmly and genially affable (a most ^ 
welcome'^ 2 sincerely or deeply felt [ME, fr ML cordiahs, fr L cord-, cor 
heart > more at heart] - cordially adv, cordialness, cordiality 
/•'ateti/ n 

’cordial n 1 a stimulating medicine 2 a nonalcoholic sweetened fruit 
dnnk; a fruit syrup 

cordillera /.kawdi'lyeoro/ n (any of the ranges in) a parallel senes of 
mountain ranges [Sp. fr cordilla, dim of cuerda cord, chain, fr L chorda] 
- cordUlena adj 

cordite /liawdiet/ n a smokeless explosive for propelling bullets, shells, 
etc made from nitroglycenne, guncotton, and petroleum jelly ['cord + 
'-/te] 

COrdleaa /kawdlis/ adj, of an electrical device conuining the source of 
electrical power within itself; esp battery powered ['cord -le^ 
cordoba /'kawdaba/ n Nicaragua at nationality [Sp edrdoba, fr 
Francisco Ferndndez de Cdrdoba tl526 Sp explorer] 

'cordon Aawd(a)n/ n la sing or pi in conslr a line of troops, police, etc 
enclosing an area b a line or ring of people or objects 2 a plant, esp a 
fruit-tree, trained to a single stem by pruning off all side shoots [F, lit., 
ornamental cord, ribbon, dim. of corde cord] 

’cordon vt to form a protective or restrictive cordon round - often 
off 

cordon blou /jeawdonh 'bluh (Fr karda bl0)/ adj or n (typical of or 
being) sby with great skill or distinction in (classical French) cookery 
cooking') [F, lit., blue cordon] 

.cordon .sonltclro /sani'tea (Fr ~ sanitezr/ n 1 a barrier round an 
infected region, policed to prevent the spread of infection 2 a buffer zone 
[F. lit., sanitary cordon] 

eordovon /1tawdav(a)n/ n a soft fine-grained leather, often of horsehide, 
orig made in Cordoba (OSp cordovin, fr Cdrdova (now Cdrdoba), city 
in Spain] 

oorduroy /lcawd(a)fpy/ n 1 a durable usu cotton pi^ fabric with 


lengthways nbs or wales 2 chiefly NAm a road built of logs laid side by 
side [perh fr 'cord + obs duroy (coarse woollen fabne)] 
cordwalner /'kawd.wayna/ n, archaic a shoemaker [arch cordwam 
(cordovan), fr ME cordwane, fr MF cordoan, fr OSp cordovin] - 
cordwalnery n 

'cord, wood /-.wood/ n wood piled or sold in cords; also standing timber 
suitable for use as fuel 

'core Aaw/ n 1 a central or intenor part, usu distinct from an enveloping 
part: eg a the usu inedible central part of an apple, pineapple, etc b the 
portion of a foundry mould that shapes the interior of a hollow casting 
c a cylindrical portion removed from a mass for inspection, specif such 
a portion of rock got by boring d(l) a piece of ferromagnetic material (e g 
iron) serving to concentrate and intensify the magnetic field resulting 
from a current in a surrounding coil (2) a tiny nng-shaped piece of 
magnetic material (e g ferrite) used in computer memoncs (3) core, core 
memory, core storage a computer memory consisting of an array of cores 
strung on fine wires e the central part of a planet, esp the earth f a piece 
of stone (eg flint) from which flakes have been struck for making 
primitive weapons or tools g a conducting wire with its insulation in an 
electnc cable h a subject which is central in a course of studies 2 the 
essential, basic, or central part (e g of an individual, class, or entity) 
[ME] 

’cora vt to remove a core from - corer n 

corepreator /.kohn'presa/ n a substance that activates a particular 
genetic repressor (e g by combining with it) 

co-respondent /.koh n'spond(3)nt/ n a person claimed to have commit- 
ted adultery with the respondent in a divorce case 
corgi Aawgi/ n, pi corgis (any of) either of 2 varieties of short-legged 
long-backed dogs with fox-likc heads, ong developed in Wales [W, fr cor 
dwarf <- ci dog, akin to OIr cu dog, OE hund - more at hound] 
coriander /.kon'anda/ n (the aromatic npened dned fruits used for 
flavounng oO an Old World plant of the carrot family [ME conandre, 
fr OF, fr L conandrum, fr Gk konandron] 

Corinthian Aa’nnthi an/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of (inhabitants oO 
C^nnth 2 of the lightest and most ornate of the 3 Greek orders of 
' architecture charactenzed esp by a bell-shaped capital decorated with 
acanthus leaves -3” architlciure [L Cdtinthiensis, fr Connthus 
Connth, city in ancient Greece, fr Gk Konnthos] - Corinthian n 
Co'rinthiane n pi but sing in constr either of 2 books of the New 
Testament attnbuted to St Paul and addressed to the Chnstians of 
Connth 

Coriolis force /.kon’ohlis/ n a force ansing as a result of the earth’s 
rotation that deflects moving objects to the nght in the northern hemi- 
sphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere [Gaspard G Conolis 
tl843 F civil engineer] 

'cork Aawk/ n la the elastic tough outer tissue of the cork oak used esp 
for stoppers and insulation b the phellem of a plant 2 a usu cork stopper, 
esp for a bottle 3 an angling float [ME, cork, bark, prob fr Ar qurq, fr 
L cortic-, cortex] - corky adj 
’cork vt to fit or close with a cork 

corkage Aawkij/ n a charge made for serving alcoholic drink, esp wine, 
in a restaurant, esp one made for serving drink bought elsewhere ['cork. 
+ -age] 

corked /'kawkt/ adj, of wine having an unpleasant smell and taste as a 
result of being kept in a bottle sealed with a kaky cork 
corker /'kawka/ n sthg or sby astonishing or superlative - infml; no 
longer in vogue ['cork 4 *-er] - corking a($ or adv 
'cork .oak n a S European and N Afncan oak from whose bark cork is 
obtained 

. ''cork, screw /-.skrooh/ n an implement for repioving corks from bottles, 
typically consisting of a pointed spiral piece of metal attached to a 
handle 

’corkacrew »t to twist into a spiral ^ vr to feove in a winding course 
’corkacraw adj spiral <a ^ staircase) 

'corkwood /-.wood/ n the balsa or other tree with light or corky 
wood 

corm /kRwm/ n a rounded thick underground plant stem base with buds 
and scaly leaves - compare bulb, tuber [NL eormus, fr Gk kormos tree 
trunk, fr kJ^rein to cut * more at shear] 

cormorant /^kawmarant/ n a common dark-coloured web-footed Euro- 
pean seabird with a long neck, hooked bill, and white throat and cheeks; 
also any of several related seabirds [ME cormeraunt, fr MF cormorant, 
fr OF cormareng, fr corp raven + marenc of the sea, fr L marinus] 
'corn/kawn/o 1 a small hard seed 2 (the seeds oO the important cereal 
crop of a particular region (e g wheat and barley in Britain) 3 sweet 
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CORN 4 sthg corny - infml [ME, fr OE; akin lo OHO & ON kom grain, 

L granutn, Gk geras old age] 

’corn vt to preserve or season with salt or brine <'^ed beefy 
’corn n a local hardening and thickening of skin (e g on the top of a toe) 
[ME come, fr MF, horn, comer, fr L comu hom, point] 

'corn.cob /*,kob/ n 1 the axis on which the edible kernels of sweet com 
are arranged 2 an car of sweet com 

'corn .cockle n a poisonous annual purple-flowered plant of the pink 
family that is a now rare weed of cornfields 
'corn.crake /-.krayk/ n a common Eurasian short-billed rail 
'corn .dolly n an article of woven straw that ong had ntual significance 
but IS now used for decoration 

cornea Aaw'nee>a, 'kawni-a/ n the hard transparent part of the coat of 
the eyeball that covers the ins and pupil nerve [ML, fr L, fern of 
comeus homy, fr cornu] - comeal adj 

cornel /'kawni/ n dogwood or a related plant [denv of L comus cornel 
cherry tree, akin to Gk kerasos cherry tree] 

cornelian Aaw'neelyan/ n a hard reddish chalcedony used in jewellery 
[ME comeline, fr MF, perh fr comelle cornel] 
corneous Aawm as/ adj horny 1 [L comeus] 

'corner /'kawna/ n la the point where converging lines, edges, or sides 
meet; an angle b the place of intersection of 2 streets or roads c a piece 
designed lo form, mark, or protect a comer (e g of a book) 2 the angular 
space between meeting lines, edges, or borders: eg a the area of a playing 
field or court near the intersection of the sideline and the goal line or 
baseline b any of the 4 angles of a boxing ring, esp that in which a boxer 
rests between rounds 3 sing or pi in constr a contestant’s group of 
supporters, adherents, etc 4 corner kick; also corner hit 5a a pnvate. 
secret, or remote place (a quiet ^ of a small Welsh town} (a hole and 
business} b a difficult or embarrassing situation, a position from which 
escape or retreat is difficult (^talked himself into a tight ^} 6 control or 
ownership of enough of the available supply of a commodity or secunty 
to permit manipulation of esp the pnee 7 a point at which significant 
change occurs - often in turn a comer [ME, fr OF comere, fr come hom, 
comer] - cornered adj - round the comer imminent, at hand (promised 
that good times were just round the comer) 

’corner vt la to dnve into a comer b to catch and hold the attention of, 
esp so as to force into conversation 2 to gel a comer on the wheat 
market} ^ vi to turn a comer (this car well} 

-cornered /-kawnad/ comb form ( adj) 1 having such or so many 
corners 2 having so many participants or contestants 
'corner .hit n a free hit, esp in hockey or shinty, awarded to the attacking 
side when a member of the defending side has sent the ball over his/her 
own goal line 

'corner .kick n a free kick in soccer that is taken from the comer of the 
field and is awarded to the attacking team when a member of the 
defending team has sent the ball behind his/her own goal line 
'cornerstone /-.stohn/ n 1 a block of stone forming a part of a comer 
or angle in a wall, spec/f foundation stone 2 the most basic element, 
a foundation 

'corner, wise /-.wicz/ also 'comer.ways /-.wayz/ adv diagonally 
'cornet /'kawmt/ /i 1 a valved brass instrument resembling a trumpet but 
with a shorter tube and less bnlliant tone 2 sthg shaped like a cone- e g 
a a piecb of paper twisted for use as a container b an ice cream cone [ME, 
fr MF, fr dim. of com hom, fr L comu] - cometist, comettist /'kawnitist, 
kaw'netist/ n 

’cornet n the former fifth commissioned officer of a Bntish cavalry troop 
who carried the standard [MF comette type of headdress, itandard. 
standard-bearer, fr come hom, fr L comu] 

'corn, flakes /-.ftayks/ n pi toasted flakes of maize eaten as a breakfast 
cereal 

'corn, flour /-, flows/ n a finely ground flour made from maize, nee, etc 
and used esp as a thickening agent in cooking 
'corn, flower /-.flows/ n 1 corn cockle 2 a usu bright-blue-flowered 
European composite (garden) plant 

cornice /Icawnis/ n la the omanental projecting piece that forms the 
top edge of a building, pillar, etc; esp the top projecting part of an 
entablature architecturb b an ornamental plaster moulding 
between wall and ceiling 2 a decorative band of metal or wood used to 
conceal curtain fixtures 3 an overhanging mass of snow, ice, etc on a 
mounUin [MF, fr It] - corniced adj 

cornicho Aaw'neesh/ n a road built along a coast, esp along the face of 
a cliff [F comice, comiche, lit., cornice] 

'Cornish Aawnish/ adj (characteristic) of Cornwall [Cbmwall, county 
of England + E -ish] 


’Cornish n the ancient Celtic language of Cornwall language 
'Corn .Laws n pi a series of laws in force in Britain before 1846 
restricting the import of foreign grain 

'corn .mari,gold n a European composite golden-yellow-flowered plant 
that IS a weed of cornfields 

'corn .pone /pohn/ n,S A Mid US a bread made with maize and baked 
or fned ['com *■ pone bread, of Algonquian ongin; akin to Delaware 
apan baked] 

'corn .silk n the silky styles on an ear of maize 
'corn.starch /-.stahch/ n cornflour 

cornucopia /.kawnyoo'kohpi a/ n 1 a goat's hom overflowing with fruit 
and com used to symbolize abundance 2 an inexhaustible store; an 
abundance 3 a vessel shaped like a hom or cone [LL, fr L comu copiae 
hom of plenty] - cornucopian adj 

corny /kawni/ adj 1 tiresomely simple and sentimental; tnte 2 hack- 
neyed - infml ['cxiRN + '-y] - comily adv, cominess n 
corolla Aa'rob/ n the petals of a flower constituting the inner floral 
envelope [NL, fr L, dim of corona] - coroUate Aa'robt, 'koralayt/ 
adj 

corollary Aa'robn/ n 1 a direct conclusion from a proved proposition 
2 sthg that naturally follows or accompanies [ME corotarie, fr LL 
corollanum, fr L, money paid for a garland, gratuity, fr corolla] - 
corollary adj 

corona As'rohna/ n 1 the concave moulding on the upper part of a 
classical comice 2a a usu coloured circle of usu diffracted light seen 
round and close to a luminous celestial body (e g the sun or moon) b the 
tenuous outermost part of the atmosphere of the sun and other stars 
appearing as a halo round the moon's black disc dunng a total eclipse of 
the sun c the upper portion of a bodily part (e g a tooth or the skull) d 
a circular appendage on the inner side of the corolla in the daffodil, 
jonquil, etc 3 a long straight-sided cigar with a roundly blunt sealed 
mouth end [L, garland, crown, comice - more at 'crown; (3) fr La 
Corona, a trademark] 

coronach /koranakh, -nak/ n a Scottish or Insh funeral dirge [ScGael 
corranach Sc liGael coranach, fr Mir com- together 4 (assumed) Mir 
ranach outcry, weeping] 

coronal /koranl/ adj 1 of a corona or crown 2 lying in the direction of 
the coronal suture - coronally adv 

.coronal 'suture n the join between the panetal and frontal bones 
extending across the top of the skull 

'coronary /koran(a)n/ adj (of or being the arteries or veins) of the heart 
[corona + '-ary] 

’coronary n coronary thrombosis 

.coronary throm'botia /throm'bohsis/ n the blocking of a coronary 
artery of the heart by a blood clot, usu causing death of heart muscle 
tissue 

coronation /,kora'naysh(a)n/ n the act or ceremony of investing a 
sovereign or hi.sAer consort with the royal crown [ME coronacion, fr 
MF coronation, fr coroner to crown] 
coroner /korans/ n a public oflicer whose pnncipal duty is to inquire 
into the cause of any death which there is reason to suppose might not 
be due to natural causes [ME, an oflicer of the crown, fr AF. fr OF corone 
crown, fr L corona] 

coronet Aoramt/ n 1 a small crown 2 an ornamental wreath or band 
for the head 3 the lower part of a horse's pastern where the hom ends 
in skin 3^ ANATOMY [MF coronette, fr OF coronete, fr corone] 
corpora /kawpara/ pi of corpus 

'corporal /kawp(a)ral/ adj of or affecting the body punishment} 
[ME, fr MF, fr L corporalis, fr corpor-, corpus body] - coryorality 
/-'alati/ n, conmlly adv 

’corporal n rank [MF, lowest noncommissioned ofRcer, alter, of 
caporal, fr Olt caporale, fr capo head, fr L caput - more at head] 
corporate Aawp(a)rat/ adj la incorporated 2 b of a company i of 
or formed into a unified body of individuals 3 CMporate, corporative 
(formed according to the principles) of corporatism (a ^ state} [L 
corporatus, pp of corporare to make into a body, fr corpor-, corpus] - 
corporately adv 

corporation /.kawpa'raysh(a)n/ n 1 sing or pi in constr the municipal 
authonties of a town or city 2 a body made up of more than 1 person 
which is formed and authorized by law to act as a single person with its 
owii legal identity, rights, and duties 3 an association of employers and 
employees or of members of a profession in a corporate state 4 a potbelly 
- humor 

.corpo'ration ,tax n tax levied on the profits of limited oompaniei 
corporatism Aawp(a)ra.tiz(3)fn/ n the organization of a society into 
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corporations serving as organs of political representation (e g in Fascist 
Italy) - corporttiist 

corporeal /kaw'pawnol/ Mdj having, consisting of. or relating to a 
physical material body e g a not spintual b not immatenal or intangible, 
substantial [L cotporeus of the body, fr corpor-, corpus] - corporealness 
o, corporeally adv, corporeality /-n'abti/ n 

corposant ?kawp 9 z( 9 )nt/ n sainf elmo's fire [Pg corpo-santo, lit . 
holy body] 

corpa /kaw/ n, p! corps /VxwiJ 1 stng or pi in constr an army unit usu 
consisting of 2 or more divisions (organized for a particular purpose) 2 
any of vanous associations of German university students [F, fr L corpus 
body) 

corpa da ballet /.kaw da 'balay, NAm ba'lay/ n, pi corps dc ballet /^/ 
the ensemble of a ballet company [F] 

corpae Aawps/ n a dead (human) body [ME corps, fr MF, fr L 
corpus] 

corpulence /'kawpyoolans/, corpulency /-si/ n the state of being 
excessively fat, obesity [MF corpulence, fr L corpulentia, ti corpulentus 
large-bodied, fr corpus] - corpulent adj 
corpus /Icawpas/ n, pi corpora /kawpara/ 1 the body or corpse of a 
human or animal 2 the mam body or corporeal substance of a thing, esp 
the mam part of a bodily structure or organ <r/tc ^ of the uterusy 3a a 
collection or body of writings or works (e g of 1 author or artist), esp of 
a particular kind or on a particular subject b a body of spoken and/or 
wntten language for hnguistic study [ME, fr L] 

.corpus ariatum /a'laytam/ n. pi corpora aUata /.kawpora a'layta/ 
either of a pair of organs that lie behind the bram of many insects and 
secrete esp juvenile hormones [NL. lit . applied body] 
corpus callosum A3'lohs(a)m/ n, pi corpora callosa /.kawpara ko'- 
lohsa/ a wide band of nerve fibres jommg the cerebral hemispheres in the 
brains of humans and other higher mammals [NL. lit . callous body] 
.Corpus 'Christ! /’kristi/n the Thursday after Tnnity Sunday observ^, 
esp by Roman Cathohcs, in honour of the Eucharist [ME, fr ML. lit . 
body of C^hnst] 

corpuscis /T^pasl, -pu-, kaw'pusl/ /? 1 a minute particle 2a a living 
(blood) cell ANATOMY b any of vanous very small multicellular 
parts of an organism [L cotpuscuJum, dim of corpus] - corpuscular 
/kaw'puskyoola/ adj 

.corpus de'licti /di'likti/ n, pi corpora delicti /Jcawpara ->/ the body 
of facts showing that a breach of the law has taken place, esp the body 
of the victim m a case of murder [NL, lit . body of the cnme] 
.corpus 'lutsum /'loohti am/ n, pi corpora lutea /.kawpara 'loohti a/ a 
reddish-yellow mass of hormone-secreting tissue that forms in the mam- 
malian ovary after ovulation and quickly returns to its onginal state if the 
ovum is not fertilized [NL, lit , yellowish body] 
corrade /ka'rayd/ vb to erode by abrasion d rocks} [L corradere to 
scrape together, fr com- + radere to scrape - more at raf] - corrasioo 
/ka'rayzh(a)n/ n, corrasive Aa'raysiv, -ziv/ adj 

'corral /ka'rahl, ko-, kaw-, -ral/ n 1 a pen or enclosure for confining 
bvestock 2 an enclosure made with wagons for defence of an encampment 
[Sp, fr (assumed) VL currale enclosure for vehicles, fr L cumis cart, fr 
currere to run - more at car] 

^corral vt -U- 1 to enclose in a corral 2 to arrange (wagons) so as to form 
a corral 

'correct /ka'rekt/ vr 1 to alter or adjust so as to counteract some 
imperfecUon or failing 2a to punish (e g a child) with a view to reforming 
or unproving b to point out the faults of mg essays} [ME corrteten, 
fr L coirectus, pp of comgere, fr com- regere to lead straight - more 
at 'right] - correctable adj, corrective adj or n, correctively adv, 
corrector n 

^correct adj 1 conformmg to an approved or conventional standard 2 
true, right [ME, corrected, fr L correctus, fr pp of comgere] - correctly 
idv, correctnesa n 

corractlon /ka'reksh(a)n/ n la an amendment b a rebuke, punishment 
2a stbg substituted, esp wntten, m place of what is wrong b a quantity 
applied by way of correcung (e g in adjusting an instrument) ['correct 
+ -ion] - cornctional adj 

'correlate Aonlayt, -bt/ a either of 2 things so related that one directly 
implies the other (e g husband and wife) [back-formation fr correlation] 
^ correlate adf 

^rralata Aonbyt/ vi to have reciprocal or mutual rebuonship ^ vr 1 
to establish a mutual or reciprocal ration of 2 to rebte so that to each 
member of one set or senes a corresponding member of another is assigned 
' - eorreiatible arjf 

OOfralatlon /;kori1aysh(9)n/ ala rehtion of phenomena as invanable 


accompaniments of each other 2 ^ interdependence between mathemat- 
ical vanables, esp in statistics statistics [ML correlation-, cor- 
relatio, fr L com- f relation-, relatio relation] - correbtional adj 
correlative /ka'rebtiv, ko-/ adj naturally related, corresponding - 
correlative a, correlatively adv 

correspond /.kon'spond/ vi la to be in conformity or agreement, suit, 
match usu + to or with b to be equivalent or parallel 2 to communicate 
with a person by exchange of letters [MF or ML, MF correspondre, fr 
ML correspondere, fr L com- ^ respondere to respond] 
correspondence /,kon'spond(3)ns/ n la the agreement of things with 
one another b a particular similarity c an association of 1 or more 
members of one set with each member of another set 2a (communication 
by) letters b the news, information, or opinion contnbuted by a corre- 
spondent to a newspaper or penodical 
.corre'tpondence .college n a college that teaches nonresident stu- 
dents by post 

'correspondent /kon'spond(3)ni/ adj 1 corresponding 2 fitting, con- 
forming USE 4 with or to [ME, fr MF or ML MF, fr ML correspon- 
dent , correspondens, prp of correspondere] 

’correspondent n 1 one who communicates with another by letter 2 
one who has regular commercial relations with another 3 one who 
contributes news or comment to a publication or radio or television 
network <a war } 

corresponding /.kon'spondmg/ adj la agreeing in some respect (e g 
kind, degree, position, or function) b related, accompanying 2 participat- 
ing at a distance and by post <a member of the souety} - correspond- 
ingly adv 

corrida Ao'reedho, -da/ n a bullfight [Sp, lit , act of running] 
corridor Aondaw, -da/ a, 1 a passage (e g in a hotel or railway carnage) 
onto which compartments or rooms open 2 a usu narrow passageway or 
route e g a a narrow stnp of land through foreign-held terntory b a 
restneted path for air traffic 3 a stnp of land that by geographical 
charactenstics is distinct from its surroundings [MF, fr Olt comdore, fr 
correre to run, fr L currere - more at car] 
come /kon/ n, chiefly Scot a steep sided bowl like valley in the side of 
a mountain, a cwm, cirque [ScGael coire, lit , kettle] 
corrigendum /.kon'jenddm/ n, p/ corrigenda , -do/ an error in a pnnted 
work, shown with its correction on a separate sheet [L, neut of corngen 
dus, gerundive of comgere to correct] 

corroborant /ka'roboront/ adj, archaic, of a medicine having an 
invigorating effect [L corroborant-, corroborans, prp of corroborare] 
corroborate Aa'roborayt/ vt to support with evidence or authonty, 
make more certain [L conoboratus, pp ol corroborare, fr com- t robor , 
robur strength] - corroborative /-b(s)ntiv/, corroboratory /-b(3)r3tn/ 
adj, corroborator /-b3,rayto/ n, corroboration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 
corroboree Ad'robon/ a 1 a nocturnal Australian aboriginal festivity 
with songs and symbolic dances to celebrate important events 2 Austr a 
a noisy festivity b a tumult [native name in New South Wales, Aus 
tralia] 

corrode Ao'rohd/ vt 1 to eat or wear (esp metal) away gradually, esp 
by chemical action 2 to weaken or destroy (as iQ by corrosion vi to 
undergo corroding [ME corroden, fr L corrodere to gnaw to pieces, fr 
com- + rodere to gnaw - more at rat] - corrodible adj 
corrosion A3'rohzh(a)n/ n the action or process of corroding, also the 
product of such a process [ME, fr LL corrosion-, corrosio act of gnawing, 
fr L corrosus, pp of corrodere] 

corrosive Ao'rohsiv, -ziv/ adj 1 corroding <'^ acids} action} 
SYMBOL 2 bitingly sarcastic - corrosive n, cdrrosively adv, corrosive- 
ness A 

CO,rrosive 'sublimate n mercunc chlonde 
corrugate /'korogayt, -too-/ vb to shape or beoDme shaped into alternat- 
ing ndges and grooves, furrow <^d cardboard} iron} [L cor- 
rugatus, pp of corrugare, fr com- + ruga wnqkle - more at rough] - 
corrugation /-'gaysh(3)n/ a 

'corrupt /ka'rupt/ vt la to change from good te bad in morals, manners, 
or actions, also to influence by bnbery b to degrade with unsound 
pnnciplco or moral values 2 to alter from the ongmal or correct form or 
version vr to become corrupt [ME corrupten, fr L corruptus, pp of 
corrumpere, fr com- f rumpere to break - more at bereave] - corrupter, 
corruptor a, eormptible adj, corruptibly adv, corruptibility /-to'bibti/ a, 
corruptive acO 

^corrupt a4f 1* morally degenerate and perverted b charactenzed by 
bnbery 2 having been vitiated by mistakes or changes <s ~ text} [ME, 
fr MF or L, MF, fr L corruptus, fr pp of corrumpere] - corruptly adv, 
corruptness a 
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corruption A3'njpsh(3)n/ n 1 impairment of integnty, virtue, or moral 
pnnciple 2 decay, decomposition 3 inducement by bnbery to do wrong 
4 a departure from what is pure or correct {'corrupt + -ionJ 
corsage Aaw'sahzh/ n an arrangement of flowers to be worn by a 
woman, esp on the bodice [F, bust, bodice, fr OF, bust, fr cors body, fr 
L corpus] 

corsair Aawsea/ n a pirate; esp a pnvateer of the Barbary coast [MF 
& Olt; MF corsaire pirate, fr OProv corsan, fr Oil corsaro, fr ML 
cursarius, fr L cursus course - more at course] 
corselette /.kawsa'lct/ , conelet /'kawslit/ n, a one-piece undergarment 
combining girdle and bra [fr Corselette, a trademark] 

'corset /'kawsit/ n a boned supporting undergarment for women, extend- 
ing from beneath the bust to below the hips, and designed to give shape 
to the figure; aJso a similar garment worn by men and women, esp m cases 
of injury [ME, fr OF, dim of cors] 

’corset vt to restrict closely 

corsetiere /.kawsetrea, kaw,sc-/ n sby who makes, fits, or sells corsets, 
girdles, or bras [F corsetiere, fern of corsetier, fr corse/] 
corsetry /'kawsilri/ n (women’s) undergarments that give support or 
shape 

corslet, corselet /'kawslit/ n a piece of armour for the trunk but usu not 
the arms or legs [MF corselet, dim of cors body, bodice] 
cortege Aaw'tayzh, -'teazh/ also eotiet/t Aaw'tezh/ n 1 a tram of 
attendants; a retinue 2 a procession, esp a funeral procession [F cortege, 
fr It corteggio, fr corieggiare to court, corte court, fr L cohort-, cohors 
throng - more at couri] 

cortex Aawtek<^ ^7 cortices /'kawtiseez/, cortexes 1 a plant bark (e g 
cinchona) used medicinally 2 the outer part of the kidney, adrenal gland, 
a hair, etc; esp the outer layer of grey matter of the brain nerve 
3 the layer of (parenchymatous) tissue between the inner vascular tissue 
and the outer epidermal tissue of a green plant [L cortic-, cortex bark - 
more at cuirass] 

cortical /'kawtikl/ adj 1 (consisting) of a cortex 2 involving or resulting 
from the action or condition of the cerebral cortex - cortically adv 
corticate /'kawtikat, -kayt/ adj having a cortex 
cortico- Aawtikoh-/ comb form 1 cortex (^corticosteroid) 2 cortical and 
(corticospinal) 

corticoid Aawtikoyd/ n a corticosteroid 

corticosteroid /.kawtikoh'stiaroyd/ n (a synthetic drug with actions 
similar to those oQ any of several steroids (e g cortisone) produced by the 
cortex of the adrenal gland [ISV] 

corticotrophin /.kawtikoh'trohfin/ n adrencxoriicxifrophic hor- 
mone [cortico- + trophic ^ -in] 

corticotropin /.kawtikoh'trohpin/ n corticotrophin [cortico- ^tropic 
+ -in] 

cortisol /'kawtisol. -/ol, -sohl, -zohl/ n hydrocortisone [co/tisone 
-of] 

cortisone Aawtisohn, -zohn/ n a glucocorticoid steroid hormone that 
IS produced by the cortex of the adrenal gland [alter, of corticosterone 
(steroid hormone of the adrenal cortex)] 

corundum /ka'rundam/ n a very hard natural or synthetic mineral (hat 
consists of aluminium oxide, exists in vanous colours, and is used as an 
abrasive and a gemstone - compare ruby, sapphire [Tamil kuruntam, 
fr Skt kuruvmda ruby] 

coruscate /'koraskayt/ v/ to sparkle, flash (her coruscating wit) (L 
coruscatus, pp of coruscare] - comacatioa n 

corvde Aaw,vay, ,-'-/ n labour exacted in lieu of taxes by public 
authonties [ME corvee, fr MF, fr ML corrogata, fr L, fern of convgatus, 
pp of corrogare to collect, requisition, fr com- + rogare to ask - more at 
'right] 

corvette /kaw'vet/ n 1 a small sailing warship with a flush deck 2 a 
small highly manoeuvrable armed escort ship [F] 
corvine /'kawvien/ adj of or related to the crows; resembling a crow [L 
corvinus, fr corvus raven - more at 'raven] 

corymb /'korim(b)/ n a flat-topped inflorescence; specif one in which the 
flower stalks are attached at differdiit levels on the mam axis plant 
[F corymbe, fr L corymbus cluster of fruit or flowen, fr Gk korymbix] 
- corymbed adj, corymboee /-.boha/ adj, corymboaely adv 
coryphaeus /.kori'fee-as/ n, pi coryphaei /-Tee ie/ the leader of a Greek 
chorus [L, leader, fr Gk koryphaios, fr koryphe summit; akin to L 
coniu] 

coryphde /Jcawri'fay/ n a ballet dancer who dances in a small group 
instouJ of in the corps de ballet or as a soloist [F, fr L coryphaeus] 
coryza /ka'rieza/ a short-lasting infectious inflmmation of the u|^ 


respiratory tract; esp common cold [LL, fr Gx koryza nasal mucus; 
akin to OHG hroz nasal mucus, Skt kardama mud] - coryzal adj 
'cos Aaz; strong koz/ conj because - used m writing to represent a casual 
or childish pronunciation [by shortening & alter ] 

*C 08 Aoz/ . 'coa Jettuce n a long-leaved variety of lettuce \Kos, Cos, Gk 
island] 

cosecant /koh'seekant, -'se-/ n the tngonomnne * mction that is the 
reciprocal of the sine [NL cosecant-, cosecav, 'r ro- + secant-, secans 
secant] 

coseismal /.koh’siezmal/ n or adj (a line joining points) simultaneously 
affected by the same phase of seismic shock [co- + seism- ^ -al\ 
cosh Aosh/ vt or n, chiefly Br (to strike with) a short heavy rod often 
enclosed in a softer material and used as a hand weapon [perh fr Romany 
kosh stick] 

cosine /'koh.sien/ n the tngonometne function that for an acute angf 
in a right-angled tna^e is the ratio between the side adjacent to the angle 
and the hypotenuse mathematics [NL cosinus, fr co- + ML sinus 
sine] 

'cosmetic Aoz'metik/ n a cosmetic preparation for external use 
’cosmetic adj of or intended to improve beauty (eg of the hair or 
complexion) surgery)-, broadly intended to improve the outward 
appearance [Gk kosmetikos skilled m adornment, fr kosmein to arrange, 
adorn, fr kosmos order] - cosmetically adv, cosmetology /.kozmi'tobji/ 
n, cosmetologist n 

cosmetician /,kozmi'tish(a)n/ n sby who is professionally trained m thr 
use of cosmetics 

cosmic /'kozmik/ also cosmlcal /-kl/ adj 1 of the universe in contrast 
to the earth alone 2 great in extent, intensity, or comprehensiveness [Gk 
kosmtkos, fr kosmos order, universe] - cosmically adv 
.cosmic ‘dust n very fine particles of solid matter in any part of the 
universe 

.cosmic 'ray n a stream of highly energetic radiation reaching the earth's 
atmosphere from space - usu pi with sing meaning 
cosmodrome Aozma,drohm/ n an establishment for launching 
Soviet space vehicles [Russ kosmodrom, fr kosmonavt cosmonaut 
-drom -drome] 

cosmogony Aoz'mogdni/ n (a theory of) the creation or ongm of the 
universe [NL cosmogonia, fr Gk kosmogoma, fr kosmos + gonos 
oflspnng] - cosmogonist n, cosmogonic /-'gonik/, cosmogonical adj 
cosmography Aoz'mografi/ n la general dcscnption of the world or 
the universe 2 a branch of science dealing with the constitution of the 
universe [ME cosmographie, fr LL cosmographia, fr Gk kosmograpbia, 
fr kosmos -« -graphia -graphy] - cosmograpber n, cosmographie 
/.kozma'grafik/, cosmographical adj, cosmographically adv 
cosmology Aoz'mobji/ n 1 a theoretical account of the nature of the 
universe 2 astronomy dealing with the origin, structure, and space-time 
relationships of the universe [NL cosmologia, fr Gk kosmos ^ NL -Jogia 
*iogy] - coimologic /.kozma'lojik/, cosmological adj, cosraologlcally adv, 
cosmologist Aoz'mobjist/ n 

cosmonaut Aozma.nawt/ n a usu Soviet astronaut Cy‘ space (part 
trans of Russ kosmonavt, fr Gk kosmos Russ -navt (as in aeronavt 
aeronaut)] 

'cosmopolitan /,kozm3'polit(9)n/ adj 1 having worldwide rather than 
provincial scope or bearing 2 marked by a sophistication that comes from 
wide and often international expcncnce 3 composed of people, constitu- 
ents, or elements from many parts of the world A of a plant, animal, etc 
found in most parts of the world and under vaned ecological conditions 
- cosmopolitanism n 
’cosmopolitan n a cosmopolite 

cosmopolite Aoz'mopaliei/ n a cosmopolitan person or organism [NL 
cosmopolites, fr Gk kosmopohtes, fr kosmos ^ pohtes citizen] - cossmpo- 
Utism Aoz'mopaJie,tiz(a)m, -b,tiz(a)m, ,kozma'poh,tiz(a)m/ n * 
cosmos /'kozmos/ n 1 an orderly universe - compare chaos 2 a 
complex and orderly system that is complete in itself 3 any of a genus 
of tropical Amencan composite plants grown for their yellow or red 
flower heads [G kosmos, fr Gk] 

COSsack Aosak/ n a member of a people of the SE USSR famous for 
their skill as horsemen [Russ kazak & Ukrainian kozak, fr Turk kazak 
free person] 

coasat Aosit/ vt to treat as a pet; pamper (oosser (pet lamb), perh denv 
of OE cotsaeta cottager] 

'coat Aost/ n la the pnee paid or charged for sthg b the expenditure (e g 
of efTort or sacrifice) made to achieve an object 2 the loss or penalty 
incurred in gaining sthg 3 pi expenses incurred in litigation - coatlesa adj 
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- at all coata regardless of the pnce or difTiculties - to one’s cost to one’s 
disadvantage or loss 

*OOSt vb coat, (vt 2) costed vi 1 to require a specifted expenditure <r/ic best 
goods more) 2 to require the speciHed effort, suffering, or loss ^ vt 
1 to cause to pay, suffer, or lose (frequent absences ^ him hts job} (your 
suggestion would ^ us too much timey 2 to estimate or set the cost of 
[ME costen, fr MF coster, fr L constare to stand firm, to cost - more at 
constant] 

costa Aosta/ n, pi costae /’kosti/ (the front vein of an insect wing or 
other part that resembles) a nb [L - more at coast] - costal adj, costate 
Aosuyt/ adj 

'cost accounting n the systematic recording and analysis of the costs 
of matenal, labour, and overheads that are incurred during production - 
cost accountant Ji 

'CO>,Star Aoh/ n a star who has equal billing with another leading 
performer in a film or play - co-star vb 

.cost-effactive adj econormcally worthwhile - cost-effectiveness n 
costarmongar /'ko$t9,mung*ga/ n, Br a seller of articles, esp fruit or 
vegetables, from a street barrow or stall [alter of obs costardmonger, fr 
costard (large apple) f monger] 

COStiva Aostiv/ adj affected with or causing constipation [ME, fr MF 
costive, pp of costiver to constipate, fr L constipare] - costively adv, 
costiveness n 

costly /'kosth/ adj 1 valuable, expensive 2 made at great expense or with 
considerable sacnfice - costliness n 

COStmary Aost,me9n/ n a composite plant that resembles tansy and is 
used as a herb and in flavounng [ME costmarie, fr coste costmary (fr OE 
cost, fr L costum, fr Gk kostos, a fragrant root) -*■ Marie the Virgin 
Mary) 

.coat of 'living n the cost of purchasing those goods and services which 
are included in an accepted standard level of consumption 
.coat-of-'living .indax n retail price index 
'COSt-.plusa4^ calculated on the basis of a fixed fee or a percentage added 
taact^ial cost <->' pricmgy 

'aost-.push n an increase or upward trend in production costs, sometimes 
considered to result in increased consumer pnces irrespective of the level 
of demand - compare demand-pull - cost-push adj 
'costums /'kostyookm, 'kostyoom/ a 1 a distinctive fashion in coiffure, 
jewellery, and apparel of a penod, country, class, or group 2 a set of 
gaiments suitable for a specified occasion, activity,, or season 3 a set of 
garments belongmg to a specific time, place or, character, worn in order 
to assume a particular role (e g in a play or at a fancy-dress party) USE 
GARMENT [F, fr It, custom, dress, fr L consuetudin-, consuetudo 
custom - more at custom] - costumey adj 
^costume vt l to provide with a costume 2 to design costumes for 
a playy 

*COStums adj charactenzed by the use of costumes (a ^ half) (a 
dramay 

.COCtume 'Jewellery n inexpensive jewellery typically worn attached to 
clothing rather than on the bmiy 

costumier /ko'styoohmi*3/, costumer Aostyoohma, -yoo-, ko- 
'styoohma/fl sby who deals in or makes costumes (eg for theatneal 
productions) [F] 

'cosy, NAm chi^y cozy Aohzi/ adj 1 enjoying or affording warmth and 
ease; snug 2a marked by the intimacy of the family or a close group b 
self-satisfied, complacent [prob of Srand ongin; akin to Norw kosehg 
snug, cosy] - cosily adv 

*COSy, NAm chtefly cozy n a covering, esp for a teapot, designed to keep 
the contents hot 

'cot Aot/ n a small house; a cottage - poetic [ME, fr OE; akin to ON kot 
small hut, L guttur throat] 

*COt Ala lightweight bedstead 2 a small bed with high enclosing sides, 
esp for a child 3 chiefly NAm camp bed [Hindi khaf bedstead, fr Skt 
kbafya, of Dravidian origin; akin to Tamil ka((il bedstead] 
eotsngont Aoh'tanj(a)nt, n the trigonometric function that is the 
reciprocal of the tangent [NL cotangent-, cotangens, freo--*- tangent-, 
tangens tangent] 

'cot-bdosth n the death of a young baby from no apparent disease 
COtt /kobt/ n a shed or coop for small domestic animals, esp pigeons 
[ME. fr OE] 

coterto /kofatari/ n a close group of people with a unifying common 
interest or purpose [F, fr MF, tenants, fr (assumed) MF cotier peasant 
occupying a cottage, fr ML cotarius] 

OOttrmlilOUC /lu^'tuhminas/ adj 1 having the same boundaries 
stateay 2 coeiteniive in scope or duration interests} [alter, of 


contenninous, fr L contermmus, fr com- terminus boundary - more at 
term] - coterminously adv 

cotidal /.koh'tiedl/ adj indicating equality in the tides or a coincidence 
in the time of high or low tide 

cotillion also cotillon Aa'tilyan/ n 1 an elaborate French dance with 
frequent changing of partners 2 NAm a formal ball [F cotillon, lit., 
petticoat, fr OF, fr cote coat] 

cotonaaster /ka.tohni'asto/ n any of a genus of Old World flowering 
shrubs of the rose family [NL. genus name, fr L cydonia, cotoneum 
quince NL -aster] 

Cotswold /kotSiWohld, -wald/ n a sheep of a large long-woolled English 
breed [Cotswold hills. England] 

cotta /'kotd/ n a waist-length surplice [ML, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG 
kozia coarse mantle - more at coat] 

cottage /kotij/ n a small house, esp in the country [ME cotage, fr 
(assumed) AF. fr ME cot] - cottager n, cottagey adj 
.cottage 'cheese n a soft white bland cheese made from the curds of 
skimmed milk 

.cottage 'hospital n, Br a small hospital without resident doctors 
cottage industry n an industry whose work force consists of family 
units working at home with their own equipment 
.cottage 'pie n a shepherd’s pie esp made with minced beef 
cotter /'kota/ n a wedge-shaped or tapered piece used to fasten parts of 
a structure together [ongin unknown] 

'cotter .pin n (a pm for secunng) a cotter, also split pin 
'cotton Aot(a)n/ a 1 (a plant producing or grown for) a soft usu white 
fibrous substance composed of the hairs surrounding the seeds of various 
tropical plants of the mallow family 2a fabric made of cotton b yam spun 
from cotton [ME coton, fr MF, fr Ar qutn] 

^cotton vi to come to understand, catch on 2 - usu ^ on or onto, 
tnfml 

'cotton .gin n a machine for separating the seeds, seed cases, and foreign 
matenal from cotton 

'cotton .grass n any of a genus of sedges with tufted spikes 
'cotton, seed ,caka /'kot(3)n,$eed/ n a compressed mass of cotton seeds 
' used for feeding cattle 

'cotton.wood /-.wood/ n a poplar of the USA with a tuft of cottony 
hairs on the seed 

cotton 'wool n 1 raw cotton, esp cotton pressed into sheets used esp 
for lining, cleaning, or as a surgical dressing 2 an overprotected comfort- 
able environment 

cottony /'kot(a)ni/ adj covered with (soft long) hairs [‘cotton 
+ ‘-yJ 

COtyl- Aotil-/, cotyli-, cotylo- comb form (organ or part like a) cup 
(cotyloidy [Gk kotyl-, kotylo-, fr kotyle] 

-COtyl /-'kotil/ comb form ( - n) cotyledon <dicotyl> [cotyledon] 
cotyledon /,koti'leed(3)n/ n 1 a lobule of the placenta of a mammal 2 
the first leaf or either of the first pair or whorl of leaves developed by the 
embryo of a seed plant [NL, fr Gk kotyledon cup-shaped hollow, fr kotyle 
cup] - cotyledonal adj, cotyledonary, cotyledonoua adj 
'couch Aowch/ vt 1 to lower to and hold in an attacking position <~ed 
his lancey 2 to treat (a cataract) by displacing the lens of the eye 3 to 
phrase in a specified manner <~ed in hostile terms) - fml '^vi , of an 
animal to he down to sleep; also to lie in ambush [ME couchen, fr MF 
coucher, fr L collocare to set in place - more at collocate] 

’couch n 1 a piece of furniture for sitting or lying on a with a back and 
usu armrests b with a low back and raised head-end 2 a long upholstered 
seat with a headrest for patients to lie on during medical examination or 
psychoanalysis 3 the den of an animal (e g an otter) 
couchette Aooh'shet/ n a seat in a railway-Camage compartment that 
converts into a bunk [F. dim. of couche coujph] 

'couch .green Aowch, 'koohch/ n any of ieveral grasses that spread 
rapidly by long creeping underground stems add are difficult to eradicate 
[alter, of quitch gnus] 

coudd Aoohday, -'-/ adj (of or relating to a telescope) constructed so that 
light is reflected to a focus at a fixed place where the holder for a 
photographic plate, spectrograph, etc may be mounted [F coudf bent like 
an elbow, fr coude elbow, fr L cubitum - more at 'hip] 
cougar /koobga/ n, pi coagars, esp collecuvely cougar chiefly NAm a 
puma [F coaguar, fr NL cuguacuarana, modif of Tupi suasuerana, lit., 
false deer, fr stmu deer ^ rana false] 

'cough Aof/ vi 1 to expel air from the lungs suddenly with an explosive 
noise 2 to make a noise like that of coughing vt to expel by coughing 

up mucusy [ME coughen, fr (assumed) OE cohhian; akin to MHG 
kueben to breathe heavily] 
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’cough n 1 a condition marked by repeated or frequent coughing 2 an 
act or sound of coughing 

'cough .drop n a medicated sweet for relieving coughing and soothing 
a sore throat 

cough up vb to produce or hand over (esp money or information) 
unwillingly - infml 

could Aad, strong kood/ verbal auxiliary 1 past of can - used in the past 
</ie found he ^o>, in the past conditional </}e said he would go if he 
as an alternative to can suggesting less force or certainty (you ~ be 
nghfy, as a polite form in the present you do this for mc\ as an 
alternative to might expressing purpose in the past (wrote U down so that 
/ - remember ity, and as an alternative to ought or should (you at 
least apologue} 2 feel impelled to </ wnng her neck} [ME couthe, 
coude, fr OE cuthe\ akin to OHG konda could] 
couldn't /koodnt/ could not 

coulee /'koohli/ also couIm /'koohlay/ n 1 a thick stream of lava 2 
NAm a (deep) ravine [CaiiF coulee, fr F, flowing, flow of lava, fr couJer 
to flow, fr L colare to strain, fr colum sieve] 
couloir /'koohlwah/ n a gorge in a mountainside [F, lit , strainer, fr LL 
colatorium, fr L colatus, pp of colare] 

coulomb /'kooh.lom, -lohm, n the SI unit of electric charge -.3^ 
PHYSICS [Charles A de Coulomb tl806 F physicist] 
coulter /'kohltd/ n a blade or sharp disc attached to the beam of a plough 
that makes a vertical cut in the ground in front of the ploughshare [ME 
colter, fr OE culler & OF coltre, both fr L cuJter ploughshare] 
coumarin Aoohmann/ n a compound with the smell of new-mown hay 
obtained from pjanls or made synthetically and used esp in perfumery [F 
coumanne, fi truurnawu tonka bean tree, fr Sp or Pg, Sp coumaru, fr Pg, 
fr Tupi] 

coumarone /'koohma.rohn/ n a compound obtained from coal tar and 
used to make resins that are used in varnishes, pnnting inks, etc [ISV 
coumann -one] 

'council /'kownsl, -sil/ n 1 an assembly, meeting 2a sing or pi in constr 
an elected or appointed body with administrative, legislative, or advisory 
powers b a locally-elected body having power over a pansh, distnet. 
county, etc [ME counceil, fr OF concile, fr L concilium, fr com- + caJare 
to call - more at 'low] 

’council adj 1 used by a council (a ^ chamber} 2 Br provided, 
maintained, or operated by local government flats} 
councillor /'kowns(n)la, -sib/, NAm also councilor n a member of a 
council 

.council of 'ministers n sing or pi in constr. often cap C&M cabi 
NbT 2 

'counsel /'kownsl/ n, pi counsels, (4) counsel 1 advice 2 deliberation, 
consultation 3 thoughts or intentions - chiefly in keep one’s own counsel 
4a a barnstcr engaged in the tnal of a case in court b a lawyer appointed 
to advise a client [ME conseil, fr OF. fr L consilium, fr consulere to 
consult] 

’counsel vt -ll- {NAm -I, <U>). /'kownsl ing/ to advise 
counselling /'kownsl ing/ , NAm chiefly counseling n professional 
guidance in personal and social matters 

counsellor, NAm chiefly counselor /'kownsl a/ n 1 an adviser 2 NAm 
a lawyer, specif a counsel 

.counsel of per'fection n a piece of excellent but impracticable 
advice 

'count Aownt/ vt la to reckon or name by units or groups so as to find 
the total number of units involved - often f up b to name the numbers 
in order up to and including c to include in a tallying and • 'n koning 
(about 100 copies if you the damaged ones} 2 to consider yourself 
lucky} 3 to include or exclude (as iQ by counting < me w> ~ vi la to 
name the numbers in order by units or groups <-*' i/i tens} b to count 
the units in a group 2 to rely on or upon sby or sthg 3 to have value or 
signiHcancc (these are the men who really ^ } [ME counten, fr MF 
compter, fr L computare, fr com- + putare to consider - more at pave] 
- countable adj - count on to look forward to as certain; anticipate 
<counted on winning} 

’count n la the action or process of counting b a total obtained by 
counting 2a an allegation in an indictment (guilty on all ^s} b a specific 
point under consideration; an issue (disagreed on several s> 3 the total 
number of individual things in a given unit or sample (blood 4 the 
calling out of the seconds from 1 to 10 when a boxer has been knocked 
down during which he must rise or be defeated 5 any of various measures 
of the fineness of a textile yam - compare tex. denier, 'pick 2 6 chiefly 
NAm the score 

’count Ji a European nobleman corresponding in rank to a British earl 


(MF comte, fr LL comit-, comes, fr L, companion, one of the imperial 
court, fr com- * ire to go - more at issue] 

'countdown /-.down/ n a continuous counting backwards to zero of the 
time remaining before an event, esp the launching of a space vehicle - 
count down vi 

'countenanc0/'kownt(3)n9ns//) 1 composure <keep one's ^ > 2 a face; 
esp the face as an indication of mood, emotion, or character 3 moral 
support; sanction USE fml [ME contenance, fr MF, fr ML continentia, 
fr L, restraint, fr continent-, continens, prp of continue to hold together 
- more at contain] 

’countenance vt to extend approval or support to - fml 
'counter /'kownta/ n 1 a small disc of metal, plastic, etc used in counting 
or in games 2 sthg of value in bargaining, an asset 3 a level surface (e g 
a table) over which transactions are conducted or food is served or on 
which goods are displayed [ME countour, fr MF comptouer, fr ML 
computatonum computing place, fr L computatus, pp of computare] - 
over the counter without a prcscnption (cough mixture available over the 
counter) - under the counter by surreptitious means, in an illicit and 
pnvate manner 

’counter n a device for indicating a number or amount [ME, fr MF 
conteor, fr compter to count] 

’counter vt 1 to act in opposition to, oppose 2 to nullify the eflects of; 
offset (tried to — the trend towards bureaucratization} ^ vi to meet 
attacks or arguments with defensive or retaliatory steps [ME countren, 
fr MF contre] 

^counter adv in an opposite, contrary, or wrong direction [ME contre, 
fr MF, fr L contra against, opposite, akin to L com- with, together - more 
at co] 

’counter n 1 the contrary, opposite 2 an overhanging stem of a vessel 
3a the (blow resulting from the) making of an attack while parrying (e g 
in boxing or fencing) b an agency or force that offsets, a check 
’counter adj 1 marked by or tending towards an opposite direction or 
effect 2 showing opposition, hostility, or antipathy 
counter- prefix la contrary; in the opposite direction <counterma/vh> 
b opposing; retaliatory (counxeroffensive} 2 complementary; correspond- 
ing (counterpart} 3 duplicate, substitute (counter/bif) [ME contre-, fr 
MF, fr contre] 

counteract /.kownia'rakt/ vt to lessen or neutralize the usu lU effects 
of by an opposing action - counteraction /-'raksh(3)n/ n, counteractive 
adj 

.counterattack /-o'tak/ vb to make an attack (against) in reply to an 
enemy’s Attack - counterattack /’-,-/ n 

'counterattraction /•o,traksh(3)n/ n an attraction that competes with 
another 

'’counterbalance /-.babns/ n 1 a weight that balances another 2 a 
force or influence that offsets or checks an opposing force 
’counter'balance vt to oppose or balance with an equal weight or 
force 

'counter.blaat /-.blahst/ n an energetic and often vociferous reaction or 
response 

'counter, change /-.chaynj/ vt 1 to interchange, transpose 2 chequer 
la ^ v! to change places or parts 

'countercharge /-.chahj/ n a charge made to counter another charge 
or to oppose an accuser 

'counterclaim /-,klaym/ n an opposing claim, esp in law - couuter- 
claiffl /,-’-/ VI 

.counter'clockwiae /-'klokwicz/ adj or adv, chiefly NAm anticlock- 
wise 

'counterculture /-.kulcha/ n a culture with values that run counter to 
established social norms 

'countercurrent /-.kurant/ adj (involving interaction between 
matenals) flowing in opposite directions • 

.counter'espionage /-'espi-anahzh/ n espionage directed towards 
detecting and thwarting enemy espionage 

'counterexample /-ig.zahmpl/ n an example that disproves a theorem, 
proposition, etc 

'counterfeit Aowntafit, -feet/ vb to imiute or copy (sthg) closely, esp 
with intent to decave or defraud - counterfeiter n 
’counterfeit adj 1 made in imitation of sthg else with intent to deceive 
or defraud 2 insincere, feigned sympathy} [ME countreiet, fr MF 
contrefait, fr pp of contrefaire to imitate, fr contre- faire to make, fr L 
facere - more at 'doJ 

’counterfeit ala forgery 2 sthg likely to be mistaken for sthg of higher 
value 
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‘counterfoil A,foyl/ n a detachable part of a cheque, ticket, etc usu kept 
as a record or receipt 

.countorintelllgonce /•in'telij(d)ns/ n organized activity of an intelli- 
gence service designed to block an enemy's sources of information 
.counter’irritant />'irit(3)nt/ n sthg applied locally to produce surface 
mflammation with the object of reducing inflammation in tissue under- 
neath - couiiterinitant a4^' 

^countormand /.kownta'mahnd, vt 1 to revoke (a command) by a 
contrary order 2 to order back (e g troops) by a superseding contrary 
order [ME countawaunden, fr MF contremander, fr contre- counter- + 
mander to command, fr L mandare] 

*CCMintarmand n (the giving oO a contrary order revoking an earlier 
one 

'countar.march Ajnahch/ n a movement in marching by which a unit 
of troops reverses direction while keeping the same order - countermarch 
w 

'countarmaatura /-.mezha/ n a measure designed to counter another 
action or state of affairs 

*'countar.mina A, mien/ n a tunnel for intercepting an enemy mine 
*COuntarmina vt to intercept with a countermine ^vi to lay down 
countermines 

'countar.nnova /-.moohv/ n a move designed to counter another 
move 

.countaroffanafva /-a'fensiv/ n a military offensive undertaken from 
a previously defensive position 

'COuntar.pana /-.payn/ n a bedspread [alter, of ME countrepointe, 
modif of MF coute pointe, lit., embroidered quilt] 

'countarpart A.paht/ n 1 a duplicate 2 sthg that completes, a comp- 
lement 3 one having the same function or charactenstics as another; an 
equivalent 

'‘countar, point A.poynt/ n la one or more independent melodies added 
above or below a given melody b the combination of 2 or more indepen- 
dent melodies into a single harmonic texture 2a a complementing or 
contrasting item b use of contrast or interplay of elements in a work of 
art [MF contrtpoinu fr ML contrapunctus, fr L contra' counter- + ML 
punctus musical note, melody, fr L, act of pneking, fr punctus, pp of 
pungerc to pnek - more at pungent] 

*COuntarpoint vt 1 to compose or arrange in counterpoint 2 to set off 
or emphasize by contrast or juxtaposition 

'countar.poisa /-.poyz/ n 1 a counterbalance 2 a state of balance, 
equilibrium [ME countrepds, fr MF contrepets, contrepois, fr contre- + 
pas, pois weight - more at ^poise] - counterpoise vt 
.countprprofductive /-pra'duktiv/ adj tending to hinder the attain- 
ment of a desired end 

.counter, rwvo'iution /-.rev3'loohsh(3)n/ n a revolution directed 
towards overthrowing the system established by a previous revolution - 
comterrevolutionary adj or n, counterrevolutionist n 
'COunter,ecarp A,skahp/ n the outer wall of a ditch m a fortification 
[MF countnscarpe, fr contre- counter- + escarpe scarp] 

'counter, ehaft /-.shahft/ n a shaft that is dnven by a mam shaft and 
transmits motion to a working part 

'‘counter, sign A,sien/ u a password or secret signal given by one wishing 
to pass a guard 

‘countereign vt to add one's signature to (a document) as a witness of 
another signature - cointersigiuiturc /-.signocha/ n 
‘counteraink A^mgk/ vt countersunk /-.sungk/ 1 to enlarge (a Dble), 
esp by bevelling, so that the head of a bolt, screw, etc will fit below or level 
with the surface 2 to set the head of (e g a screw) below or level with the 
surface 

‘countor.tonor /-,tena/ n (a person with) an adult male singing voice 
higher than tenor [ME countretenour, fr MF contreteneur, fr contre- + 
t&aeur tenor] 

OOuntorVoil AVayl/ vt to counterbalance, offset [ME countrevailen, fr 
MF eontrevahir, fr contre- counter- + valoir to be worth, fr L val^ - 
more at wield] 

'counterweight /-.wayt/ n a counterbalance - counterweight vr 
Counteee Aowntis, -tes/ n 1 the wife or widow of an earl or count 2 
a woman having in her own right the rank of an earl or count 
countinghouee Aowntingjiows/ n a building, room, or office used for 
keeping account books and transacting business 
'countleee AUs/ adj too numerous to be counted; innumerable 
^unt 'palitlne n 1 a high judicial official in the Holy Roman Empire 
Z a count of the Holy Roman Empire having imperial powers in his own 
domain 


countrified also countryfied /'kuntrified/ adj 1 rural, rustic 2 unso- 
phisticated [country -tied (as in glon/ied)] 

country Auntn/ n 1 an indefinite usu extended expanse of land; a 
region 2a the land of a person’s birtl^rttidence. or citizenship b a 
political state or nation or its territory map 3 sing or pi in constr 
a the populace b the electorate </Ae government was forced to go to the 
^ > 4 rural as opposed to urban areas 5 country music [ME contree, 
fr OF contree, fr ML conrrata, fr L contra against, on the opposite 
side] 

.country and 'western n country music 
'country ,club n a sporting or social club set in a rural area 
.country 'cousin n one who is unaccustomed to or confused by the 
bustle and sophistication of city life 

.country 'dance n any of various native or folk dances for several pairs 
of dancers typically arranged in square or circular figures or in 2 long 
rows facing a partner 

.country 'house n a house, mansion, or estate in the country 
'countryman /-msn/, fern 'country .woman n 1 an inhabitant or native 
of a specified country 2 a compatriot 3 one living in the country or having 
country ways 

'country .music n music denved from or imitating the folk style of the 
southern USA or the Western cowboy 

.country 'seat n a mansion or estate in the country that is the hereditary 
property of 1 family 
'country.side /-.sied/ n a rural area 

'county /'kownti/ n la any of the terntonal divisions of Bntain and 
Ireland constitutin g t he chief units for administrative, judicial, and 
political purposes b sing or pi in constr the people of a county 2 
the largest local government unit in vanous countnes (e g the USA) [ME 
counte, fr OF conte, fr ML comitatus, fr LL, office of a count, fr comit-, 
comes count - more at 'couni] 

'county adj 1 of a county 2 Br characteristic of or belonging to the 
English landed gentry (a - accent} 

.county 'borough n a borough which until 1974 had the 
local-government powers of a county 
’.county 'court n. often cap 1st C a local civil court in England which 
IS presided over by a judge and deals with reltflfvely minor claims -2^ 

1 AW 

.county 'palatine n the terntory of a count palatine or earl palatine 
.county 'seat n, NAm county town 

.county 'town n, chiefly Br a town that is the seat of the government 
of a county ^-3^ coun ty 

'coup /kohp/ vb, chiefly Scot to overturn, upset [ME coupen to stnke, 
fr MF couper - more at ’cope] 

'coup /kooh/ n, pi coups Aoohz/ 1 a bnlliant, sudden, and usu highly 
successful stroke or act 2 coup n’ETAr [F, blow, stroke - more at 
'cope] 

coup de grAce /.kooh da 'grabs, 'gras (Fr ku da gras)/ n, pi coups de 
grace /~ ~ --/ la fatal blow or shot administered to end the suffering 
of a mortally wounded person or animal 2 a deastve finishing stroke [F. 
lit., stroke of mercy] 

.coup de 'main /da 'manh (Fr da ml)/ n, pi coups de main / / 

a sudden forceful attack [F, lit , stroke of the hand] 

.coup d'A'tat /day'tah (Fr deta)/ n, pi coups d'etat •-/the violent 
overthrow of an existing government by a small group [F, lit , stroke of 
state] 

.coup de thAAtre /da tay'ahtr(a)/ n, pi coupt de thbitre / /a 

sudden sensational turn of events, esp in a pla^ also a spectacular piece 
of staging or stagecraft [F coup de theatre, lit, stroke of theatre] 

. .coup 'd'oeil /duh-i (Fr doexj)/ n, pi coups d’olll / ~ ^ / a bnef survey; 
a glance [F, lit., stroke of the eye] 

coupe Aoohp/ n (a cold dessert of fruit and ic# cream served in) a small 
goblet-shaped dish [F, cup, fr LL cuppa - mdte at cup] 

COUpA Aoohpay; sense 2 also koohp/ . coupe Aoohp/ n 1 a 4-wheeled 
horse-drawn carnage for 2 passengers with an Outside seat for the dnver 

2 a closed 2-door motor car for usu 2 people [F coupe, fr pp of couper 
to cut] 

'couple /'kupl/ vb conpliiig /‘kupling/ vt 1 to unite or link < ^ d Ais praise 
with a request} 2a to fasten together; connect b to bring (2 electnc 
circuits) into such close proximity as to permit mutual influence 3 to join 
in marriage <«' vi 1 to copulate 2 to join 
'couple n, pi couples, couple 1 sing or pi in constr 2 people paired 
together; esp a married or engaged couple 2a 2 things considered 
together, a pair b an indefinite small number; a few <a ~ of days ago} 
- infml 3 2 equal and opposite forces that act along parallel lines and 
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cause rotation [ME, pair, bond, fr OF cople, fr L copula bond, fr co- + 
apere to fasten - more at apt] 

’coupit adj two - + a ia ^ more dnnks} 

coupler y^kupb/ n a device on a keyboard instrument by which key- 
boards or keys arc connected to play together ['cxjuple + *-er] 
couplet /'kuplit/ n a unit of 2 successive, usu rhyming, lines of verse 
[MF, dim. of cople] 

coupling /'kupling/ n a device that serves to connect the ends of adjacent 
parts or objects ['couple *-ing] 

coupon Aoohpon/ n a form handed over in order to obtain an article, 
service, or accommodation- e g a a detachable ticket or certificate that 
entitles the holder to sthg b a voucher given with a purchase that can be 
exchanged for goods c a part of a printed advertisement to be cut off for 
use as an order form or enquiry form d a printed entry form for a 
competition, esp the football pools [F, fr OF, piece, fr couper to cut - 
more at ’cope] 

courage Aurij/ n mental or moral strength to confront and withstand 
danger, fear, or difficulty; bravery [ME corage, fr OF, fr cuer heart, fr 
L cor - more at heart] - courageous Aa'rayjas/ adj, courageously 
adv 

couranta Aooh'rahn(h)t (Fr kurdxt)/ n a musical composition or 
movement (e g in a suite) in quick triple time [MF. fr counr to run. fr 
L currere] 

courgatta Aaw'zhet, kooo-/ n (the plant that bears) a vanety of small 
vegetable marrow cooked and eaten as a vegetable [F dial , dim of courge 
gourd, fr L cucurbita] 

courier Aoon-a/ n la a member of a diplomatic service who cames 
state or embassy papers b one who carries secret information, contra- 
band, etc 2 a tourist guide employed by a travel agency [MF coumer, 
fr Olt corriere, fr correre to run, fr L currere] 

'course Aaws/ n 1 the act or action of moving in a path from point to 
point 2 the path over which sthg moves: eg a a racecourse b the 
direction of travel, usu measured as a clockwise angle from north c 
WATt RCOURSE d OOLF cxiuRSF 3a usual procedure or normal action 
<rAe law must take i/s ^ > b a chosen manner of conducting oneself; a 
plan of action <oiir wisest ^ is to retreaty e progression through a series 
of acts or events or a development or period </n the ^ of the yeafy 4a 
a scries of educational activities relating to a subject, esp when constitut- 
ing a curriculum <a management ^ > b a particular medical treatment 
administered over a designated period 5a a part of a meal served at one 
time b a row; esp a continuous horizontal layer of brick or masonry 
throughout a wall building [ME, fr OF, fr L cursus, fr cursus, pp 
of currere to run - more at car] - of course 1 as might be expected; 
naturally 2 admittedly; to be sure 

^urS0 V/ 1 to hunt or pursue (e g hares) with dogs that follow by sight 

2 to follow close upon; punue ~ vi of a bquid to run or pass rapidly (as 
iO along an indicated path <b/ood coursing through his veinsy 

^course adv of course - infml 

courser Aawso/ n any of various Afncan and Asian birds noted for their 
swift running ^course + ^-er] 

'court Aawt/ n la the residence or establishment of a dignitary, esp a 
sovereign b sing or pi in coastr (1) the sovereign and his officers and 
advisers who are the governing power (2) the family and retinue of a 
sovereign c a reception held by a sovereign 2a a manor house or large 
building (eg a block of flats) surrounded by usu enclosed grounds - 
archaic except in proper names (^Hampton Couriy (^Withdean Court) b 
a space enclosed wholly or partly by a building c (a division of) a 
rectangular space walled or marked off for playing lawn tennis, squash, 
basketball, etc d a yard surrounded by houses, with only 1 opening onto 
a street 3a (a session oO an official assembly for the transaction of judicial 
business b sing or pi in cons/r judicial officers in session 4 sing or pi in 
cottstr an assembly with legislative or administrative powen 5 conduct 
or attention intended to win favour (pay to the kingy [ME, fr OF, fr 
L cohort^ cohon enclosure, throng, cohort, fr co- + -hort-, -hors (akin 
to hortas garden)] 

Hiourt vt 1 to act BO as to invite or provoke s disastery 2a to seek the 
affections of; woo h of an animal to perform actions to attract (a mate) 

3 to seek to win the favour of '*-vi of a man and woman to be involved 
in a relationship that may lead to marriage 

court bouillon /.kaw booh'yonh/ n a stock made with vegetables, herbs, 
and often wine in which fish is or has been cooked [F court-bouillon, fr 
court short + bouillon bouillon] 

'court oord n a kingr queen, or jack in a pack of cards [alter, of coat 
' CMid; fr the coats worn by the figures depicted] 

Courtollo /jitw'tel/ trademark • used for an acrylic fibre 


courteous Auhtyas, -ti-as; also 'kaw-/ adj showing respect and con- 
sideration for others [ME corteis, fr OF, fr court court] - courteously 
adv, courteousness n 

courtesan /Jcawti'zan, n a prostitute with a courtly, wealthy, or 
upper-class clientele [MF courtisane, fr Olt cortigiana woman courtier, 
fern of cortigiano courtier, fr corte court, fr L cohort-, cohors] 
'courtesy Auhtasi/ n 1 courteous behaviour 2 a courteous act or 
expression [ME corteisie, fr OF, fr corteis] - by courtesy of through the 
kindness, generosity, or permission granted by (a person or organiza- 
tion) 

’courtesy adj granted, provided, or performed by way of courtesy (made 
a ^ call on the ambassadory 
'courteey of prep by courtesy of 

'courtesy .title n a title commonly accepted though without legal 
validity 

courthouse /'kawt.hows/ n, chiefly NAm a building in which courts of 
law are regularly held 

courtier Aawtya/ n one in attendance at a royal court 
courtly /'kawtii/ adj of a quality befitting the court, elegant, refined - 
courtliness n 

.courtly 'love n a medieval conventionalized code presenbing the con- 
duct and emotions of ladies and their lovers 
'.court-martial n, pi courts-martial also court-martials (a trial by) a 
court of commissioned officers that tries members of the armed forces 
’court-martial vt -U- (NAm -1-, -11-) to try by court-martial 
.court of a'ppeal n, often cap CAA a court heanng appeals from the 
decisions of lower courts law 

.Court of .Criminal Ap’ggal n the supreme court of appeal in 
Scotland for cnminal cases law 

.court of in'quiry n a board of people appointed to ascertain the causes 
of an accident, disaster, etc 

.court of 'record n a court whose recorded proceedings are valid as 
evidence of fact ^ 

.Court of 'Session n the highest civil court in Scotland law 
.Court of St 'James's n the court of the Bntish sovereign [5/ James's 
‘ Palace, London, former seat of the Bntish court] 

'court .plaster n an adhesive plaster, esp of silk coated with isinglass and 
glycenn [fr its use for beauty spots by ladies at royal courts] 
'courtship /-.ship/ n the act, process, or pentxl of courting 
.court 'shoe n a plain high-heeled women’s shoe with no fastenings 
GARMENT [fr its use as part of dress at court] 

'courtyard /-.yahd/ n an open court or enclosure adjacent to a build- 
ing 

couscous /'koohsjcoohs/ n a N Afncan dish of crushed or coarsely 
ground wheat steamed and served with meat, vegetables, and spices [F. 
fr Ar kuskus, fr kuskasa to pound, pulvcnze] 
cousin /'kuzn/ n la a child of one’s uncle or aunt b a relative descended 
from one’s grandparent or more remote ancestor in a different line 2 ~ 
formerly used as a title by a sovereign in addressing a nobleman [ME 
co$/i}, fr OF, fr L consobnnus, fr com- + sobnnus cousin on the mother’s 
side, fr soror sister - more at sister] - coosisbood /-hood/ n, couain- 
sbip n 

couture /.kooh'tyooa/ n 1 the business of designing and making fashion- 
able custom-made women's clothing; also the designers and establish- 
ments engaged in this business 2 haute cxiuture [F, fr OF cousture 
sewing, fr (assumed) VL consutura, fr L consutus, pp of consuere to sew 
together, fr com- f suere to sew - more at sgw] 
couturier Aooh'tyoo»ri-a, -n-ay/, fern couteriefe Aooh.tyoo9ri'e9/ n 
(the proprietor of or designer for) an establishment engaged m couture [F, 
dressmaker, fr OF cousturier tailor’s assistant fr cousture] 
couvede Aooh'vahd/ n a custom among somf peoples by which a father 
retires to bed at the birth of his child as if begring it himself [F, fr MF, 
cowardly inactivity, fr cover to sit on, brood over ~ more at covey] 
covalency Aoh'vaybnsi/ n valency characlerized by the sharing of 
(pairs oO electrons between combining atoms; also the number of such 
pairs aa atom can share when forming coval^t bonds - covaleat adj, 
covalently adv 

CO,valeiU 'bond Aoh'vaybnt/ n a nonionic chemical bond formed by 
shared (pairs oO electrons between combining atoms 
covariance /,koh've»ri-ans/ n the expected value of the product of the 
deviations of 2 random variables from their respective means 
'cove Aohv/ 0 1 a small sheltered area; esp an inlet or bay 2 a (deep) 
recess in (the side oQ a mountain 3 a concave moulding, esp at the point 
where a wall meets a ceiling or floor [ME, den, fr OE cofa\ akin to OE 
cot] 
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’cov« vt to make in a hollow concave form 

*COve n, Br a man, fellow > slang; no longer in vogue [prob fr Romany 
kova thing, person] 

coven Auvn, 'kovn/ n mg or pi in conslran assembly or band of witches 
[ME covin band, fr MF, fr ML convenium agreement, fr L convenire to 
agree - more at convention] 

'covenant Auv(3)nant, 'kov-/ n 1 a solemn agreement 2 a written 
promise (ME, fr OF, fr prp of covenir to agree, fr L convenirc] 
^covenant vb to promise by or enter into a covenant 
covenanter, covenantor Auv(3)nant3. 'ko-/ n 1 sby who makes a 
covenant 2 cap an adherent of the Scottish National Covenant 
of 1638 

Coventry Aov<3)ntn; also 'kuV n a state of ostracism or exclusion - 
chiefly in send to Coventry [Coventry, city in England] 

'cover /'kuva/ vt la to guard from attack b(l) to have within the range 
of one's guns (2) to hold within range of an aimed firearm c(l) to insure 
(2) to afford protection against or compensation for d to mark (an 
opponent) in order to obstruct play e to make sufficient provision for (a 
demand or charge) by means of a reserve or deposit <^his balance was 
insufficient to ^ his cheque') 2a to hide from sight or knowledge; conceal 

- usu 4 up < ^ up a scandal) b to lie or spread over; envelop <.s/iow ^ ed 
the ground) 3 to lay or spread sthg over 4 to extend thickly or 
conspicuously over the surface of < ed in spots) S to place or set a cover 
or covenng over 6a of a male animal to copulate with (a female animal) 
b to sit on and incubate (eggs) 7 to invest with a large or excessive amount 
of sthg <~s himself with glory) 8 to play a higher-ranking card on (a 
previously played card) 9 to include, consider, or take in </hfs hook ~ s 
the whole R^naisskiitc) 10a to have as one's terntory or field of activity 
<oue salesman ^s the whole county) b to report news about 1 1 to pass 
over, traverse <~ ed 5 miles at great speed) ^ vi 1 to conceal sthg illicit, 
blameworthy, or embarrassing from notice - usu i up 2 to act as a 
substitute or replacement dunng an absence - chiefly in cover for someone 
[ME coveren, fr OF covnr, fr L coopenre, fr co- + openre to close, cover] 

- cover one's tracks to conceal evidence of one's past actions in order to 
elude pursuit or investigation - cover the ground 1 to cover a distance 
with adequate speed 2 to deal with an assignment or examine a subject 
thoroughly 

‘cover n 1 sthg that protects, shelters, or guards- e g a natural shelter for 
an animal b(l) a position affording shelter from attack (2) (the protection 
offered by) a force supporting a military operation (3) cx)verage 3a 2 
sthg that IS placed over or about another thing- a a lid, top b (the front 
or back part oQ a binding or jacket of a book c an overlay or outer layer 
(c g for protection) <a chair > d a roof e a cloth (e g a blanket) used 
on a bed (^threw back the ^ s> f sthg (e g vegetation or snow) that covers 
the ground g the extent to which clouds obscure the sky 3a sthg that 
conceals or obscures (.under ^ of darkness) b a masking device, a pretext 
4 an envelope or wrapper for postal use (under separate '^) Sa 
cover-point, extra cover, or a cncket fielding position between them 
SPORT b^ the fielding positions in cncket that lie between point and 
mid-off — iT SPORT 

coverage /'kuv(a)nj/ n 1 the act or fact of covenng 2 inclusion within 
the scope of discussion or reporting (news ) 3a the total range of risks 
covered by the terms of an insurance contract b the number or percentage 
of people reached by a communications medium 
'cover, all adj comprehensive 

'cover .charge n a charge (e g for service) made by a restaurant or 
nightclub in addition to the charge for food and dnnk 
'cover .girl n an attractive girl whose picture appears on a magazine 
cover 

'cover .glaea n a piece of very thin glass used to cover matenal on a glass 
microscope slide 

'covering Auv(a)nng/ n sthg that covers or conceals 
‘covering adj containing an explanation of an accompanying item (a 
letter) 

'coverlet /-lit/ n a bedspread [ME, alter, of coverlite, fr AF coverelyth, 
fr OF covnr to cover 4 lit bed, fr L lectus - more at 'lie] 

'cover .note n, Br a provisional insurance document providing cover 
between acceptance of a nsk and issue of a full policy 
'cover-, point n a fielding position in cncket further from the batsman 
than point and situated between imd-ofT and point sport 
'covert Auvat, -vuht, 'ko-/ acH not openly shown; secret [ME, fr OF, pp 
of covrir to cover] - covertly adv, covertneai n 
‘covert rf la a hiding place; a shelter b a thicket affording cover for garne 
2 a feather covering the baises of the wing or tail feathers of a bird 

ANATOMY 


'cover-.up n a device or course of action that conceals sthg (e g sthg 
illegal) 

covet /"kovit, 'ku-/ vt to desire (what belongs to another) inordinately or 
culpably [ME coveiten, fr OF covatier, fr covatie desire, raodif of L 
cupiditat-, cupiditas, fr cupidus desirous, fr cupere to desire] 
covetous /'kovitas, 'ku-/ adj showing an inordinate desire for esp 
another's wealth or possessions - covetously adv, covetousness n 
covey /'kuvi/ n 1 a mature bird or pair of birds with a brood of young; 
also a small Rock 2 a company, group [ME. fr MF covee, fr OF, fr cover 
to sit on, brood over, fr L cubare to lie - more at 'hip] , 

'cow Aow/ n 1 the mature female of cattle or of any animal the male of 
which IS called bull 2 a domestic bovine animal regardless of sex or age 
3 a woman; esp one who is unpleasant 4 chiefly Austr a cause of 
annoyance or difficulty USE vulg [ME cou, fr OE cu; akin to OHG 

kuo cow. L bos head of cattle, Gk bous, Skt go] - till the cows come borne 
FOREVER 1 

‘cow vt to intimidate with threats or a show of strength [prob of Scand 
ongin; akin to Dan kue to subdue] 

cowage, cowhage Aowij/ n a tropical leguminous climbing plant whose 
pods are covered with barbed hairs that cause severe itching [Hindi 
kavac] 

coward Aowad/ n one who lacks courage or resolve [ME, fr OF coart, 
fr coe tail, fr L cauda] 

cowardice /'kowadis/ n lack of courage or resolve [ME cowardise, fr 
OF coardise, fr coan] 

''cowardly /-li/ adv m a cowardly manner 

‘cowardly adj resembling or befitting a coward (a retreat) - cowardli- 

ness n 

'cow, bane /-.bayn/ n a tall perennial Eurasian plant or sunilar poisonous 
plant of the carrot family 

'cow.bell /-.bel/ n a bell hung round the neck of a cow to make a sound 
by which it can be located 

'cow, boy /-.boy/, fern 'cow.girl n 1 one who tends or dnves cattle; esp 
a usu mounted cattle ranch hand in N Amenca 2a one who employs 
irregular or unscrupulous methods, esp m business b a person who uses 
underhand or dubious means to get his own way USE (2) infml 
'cowboy .boot n a boot with a high arch and heel and usu fancy stitching 

3“ GARMENT 

'cowboy ,hat n a wide-bnmmed hat with a large soft crown 
'cow.catcher /-.kacha/ n, chiefly NAm an apparatus on the front of a 
locomotive or tram for removing obstacles from the track 
cower Aowa/ vi to crouch down or shnnk away (e g in fear) from sthg 
menacing [ME couren, of Scand ongin; akin to Norw kura to cower, akin 
to Gk gyros circle, OE cof] 

'cow.f ish /-.fish/ u 1 a sirenian 2 any of vanous small bnghtly coloured 
fishes with projections resembling horns over the eyes 
cowhage /kowij/ n cowage 
'cow.hand /-.hand/ n a cowherd or cowboy 
'cow, herd /-.huhd/ n one who tends cows 

'cow.hide /-.hied/ n 1 leather made from the hide of a cow 2 NAm a 
coarse leather whip 

cowl/kowl/n la a hood or long hooded cloak, esp of a monk b a draped 
neckline on a garment resembling a folded-down hood 2a a chimney 
covenng designed to improve ventilation b a cowling [ME cowle, fr OE 
cugele, fr LL cuculla monk’s hood, fr L cucullus hood] - cowled adj 
'cow.lick /'.Ilk/ n a tuft of hair that sticks up, esp over the forehead [fr 
Its appearance of having been licked by a cow] 
cowling /'kowling/ n a removable metal covenng over an engine, esp in 
an aircraft 

’cowman /-man/ n a cowherd or cowboy 
.co-'worker /.koh/ n a fellow worker 
'COW,pat /-.pat/ n a small heap of cow dung 
'cow.poa /-.pee/ n black-eyed pea 

'cow.pox /-.poks/ n a mild disease of the cow that when communicated 
to humans gives protection against smallpox 
cowrie, cowry /'kowri/ n any of numetous manne gastropod molluscs 
with glossy and often bnghtly coloured shells, formerly used as money in 
parts of Africa and Asia [Hindi kaun] 

'cow,alip /-.slip/ n a common European plant of the primrose family with 
fragrant yellow or purplish flowers [ME cowslyppe, fr OE cuslyppe, lit., 
cow dung, fr ciicow 4 s/ypa. slyppe paste * more at *slip] 
cox Aoks/ vb or a (to) coxswain - cozlen adj 
coxa /'kok»/ Ji. pi coxae /-si/ the basal segment of a limb of an insect, 
spider, etc anatomy [L, hip; akin io OHG Aabs/iii hock, Skt kaiqi 
armpit] - coxal adj 
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coxcomb /'koksjiohni/ n a conceited foolish person; a fop [ME cokkes 
comb, lit., cock's comb] 

'coxswain Aoksn. -.swayn/ n 1 a sailor who commands and usu steers 
a ship's boat 2 the steersman of a racing rowing boat who usu directs the 
crew [ME cokswMyae, fr cok small boat swam servant] - coxawainlesa 
adj 

^coxswain vb to command or steer as coxswain 
coy /koy/ adj la (affectedly) shy b provocatively playful or coquettish 

2 showing reluctance to make a definite commitment or face unpalatable 
facts [ME, quiet, shy, fr MF coi calm, fr L quietus quiet] - coyly adv, 
coyncaa n 

coyote Aoyoht, >'ohti, kie'ohti/ n, pi coyotes, esp collectively coyote 
a small N American wolf [MexSp, fr Nahuatl coyot/\ 
coypu Aoyp(y)ooh/ n, pi coypus, esp collectively coypu a S American 
aquatic rodent with webbed feet now commonly found in E Anglia 
[AmerSp coipii, fr Araucan coypu] 

'coxy Aohzi/ adj, NAm cosy 
^ozy n, chiefly NAm a cosy 

'crab /krab/ n 1 any of numerous chiefly marine crustaceans usu with the 
front pair of limba modified as grasping pincers and a short broad 
flattened carapace; also the flesh of this cooked and eaten as food 2 pi 
infestation with crab lice [ME cnbbe, fr OE cnbba, akin to OHG krebiz 
crab, OE ceorfan to carve] 

*crab vb -bb> vt 1 to cause to move sideways or in an indirect or diagonal 
manner 2 to head (an aircraft) by means of the rudder into a crosswind 
to counteract dnft ^ vi to move sideways indirectly or diagonally 
*crab n crab apple [ME crabbe, perh fr crabbe ‘crab] 

*crmb vb -bb- vt to make sullen, sour <o7d age has ^ bed his nature} ^ vi 
to carp, grouse (^always s about the weather} - infml [ME craMen, 
prob back-formation fr crabbed] 

*crab a an ill-tempered penon - infml 

'crab .appla n (a tree that bears) a small usu wdd sour apple [’crab] 
crabbed Aunbid/ adj 1 morose, peevish 2 difficult to read or under- 
stand handwriting} [ME partly fr crabbe 'crab, partly fr crabbe 
’crab] - crabbedly adv, crabbcdiieiia n 
crabby /'krabi/ adj cross, ill-tempered - infml [’crab] 

'crab, grass /-.grahs/ n a grass with freely rooting creeping stems that 
grows as a weed in lawns 

'crab .louse n a sucking louse that infests the pubic region of the human 
body 

'crab, wise /-.wiez/ adv 1 sideways 2 in a sidbngbr cautiously indirect 
manner 

'crack Arak/ vi 1 to make a sudden sharp explosive noise <rbe whip ~ s> 
2a to break or split apart b to develop fissures 3a to lose control or 
effectiveness und^ pressure - often + up b to fail in tone, volume, etc 
<A/s voice ^ ed> 4 esp of hydrocarbons to break up into simpler chemical 
compounds when heated, usu with a catalyst ^vt la to break so that 
fissures appear on the surface <<« a mirror} b to break with a crack 
nuts} 2 to tell (a joke) 3a to puzzle out and expose, solve, or reveal the 
mystery of a code} b to break into a safe) c to break through 
(e g a bamer) so as to gain acceptance or recognition 4 to cause to make 
a sudden sharp noise one's knuckles} 5a to subject (esp heavy 
hydrocarbons) to crackmg, esp to produce petrol b to produce (e g petrol) 
by cracking 6 to open (e g a can or bottle) for dnnking - infml [ME 
crakken, fr OE cracian\ akin to Skt jarate it crackles - more at 
crane] 

*crack n 1 a sudden sharp loud noise (JLhe ^ of rifle fire} 2a a hnc or 
narrow opening that marks a break; a fissure <a ^ in the ice} b a narrow 
opening; a chink (Jeave the door open a ^ > 3 a broken tone of the voice 
4 a sharp resounding blow (^avehim a ^ on the head} 5 a witty remark; 
a quip - infml 6 an attempt, try at - infml 
*crack adj of superior quality or ability <a ^ shot} ~ infml 
'c/ack,down /-.down/ n an act or instance of cracking down 
crack 4own vi to take regulatory or disciplinary action - usu + on 
crackad adj 1 marked by harshness, dissonance, or failure to sustain a 
tone <a ^ voice} 2 mentally disordered; crazy - infml 
cracker /Itraka/ n la a (folded) usu paper cylinder containing an 
explosive that is discharged to make a noise b a brightly coloured paper 
and cardboard tube that makes a cracking noise when pulled sharply apart 
and usu contains a toy, paper hat, or other party item 2 pi a nutcracker 

3 a thin often savoury biscuit 4 the equipment in which cracking, esp of 
petroleum, is carried out 5 Br sthg or sby exceptional; esp an outstand- 
ingly attractive girl or woman * infml ['crack + '-er] 

. crftckgr)ack aka cradcglack /lurab jak/ n, chiefly NAm sby or sthg of 
marked excellence - inftnl ['craclr + '-er + jack] ~ crackerjack a<(j 


'crackers adj, chiefly Br mad, crazy - infml [prob alter, of cracked] 
cracking Araking/ adv very, extremely <a good book} - infml; no 
longer in vogue 

'crackle /krakl/ vb crackling /krakling, 'krakl ing/ vi 1 to make a 
crackle </Ae fire ^ son the hearth} 2 craze ^ vf 1 to crush or crack 
with a snapping sound 2 craze 1 [freq of 'crack] 

^crackle n 1 the noise of repeated small cracks or reports 2 a network 
of fine cracks on an otherwise smooth surface - crackiy /'krakli/ adj 
crackling /'krakling/ n 1 the ensp skin of roast meat, esp pork 2 the 
crisp residue left after the rendering of animal fat, esp lard - usu pi with 
sing, meaning 

cracknel Arakn(3)l/ n a hard bnttle biscuit [ME krakenelle, prob 
modif of MF craquelin, fr MD crakeltne, fr craken to crack] 

.crack of 'dawn n the first light of dawn 
.crack of 'doom n the thunderclap heralding the Day of Judgment 
‘crackpot /-.pot/ n sby with eccentric ideas; a crank - infml [‘crack + 
pot (head)] - crackpot adj 
'cracksman /-man/ n a burglar - infml 

'crack-.up n 1 a mental collapse, nervous breakdown 2 a collapse, 
breakdown 

crack up vt to present in (exces.sively) favourable terms (wasn't all that 
It iviu cracked up to he} - infml ~ vi to undergo a physical or mental 
collapse 

-cracy /-krasi/ comb form ( -* n) I rule, government (democracy) 2 
powerful or dominant social or political class (anstocracy} 3 state having 
a (specified) government or ruling class (menrocracy) [MF & LL, MF 
-cratie, fr LL -cratia, fr Gk -kratia, fr kratos strength, power - more at 
hard] 

'cradle /'kraydl/ n la a baby's bed or cot, usu on rockers b a framework 
of wood or metal used as a support, scaffold, etc 2a the earliest penod 
of life, infancy (from the to the grave} b a place of ongin (^ of 
civilization} [ME cradel, fr OE cradol, akin to OHG kratto basket, Skt 
grantha knot] 

Cradle vt cradling Araydling/ 1 to place or keep (as lO m a cradle 2 
to shelter or hold protectively 

.'craft /krahft/ n, pi crafts, (5) craft also crafts 1 skill in planning, making, 
or executing; dextenty - often in combination (;s^agecraft> 2 an activity 
or trade requiring manual dextenty or artistic skill, broadly a trade, 
profession 3 skill in deceiving to gam an end 4 sing or pi in constr the 
members of a trade or trade association 5a a (small) boat b an aircraft 
€ a spacecraft [ME, strength, skill, fr OE cnefi, akin to OHG krafl 
strength] 

*craft vt to make (as lO using skill and dextenty (a beautifully '^ed 
novel} 

'craftsman /-man/, fern 'crafts, woman n 1 a workman who practises a 
skilled trade or handicraft 2 one who displays a high degree of manual 
dextenty or artistic skill - craftsmanlike adj, craftsmanship n 
crafty /'krahfti/ adj showing subtlety and guile - craftily adv, crafti- 
ness n 

crag /krag/ n a steep rugged rock or cliff [ME, of Celt ongin; akin to 
Olr crec crag] 

craggy /'kragi/ adj rough, rugged (a ^ face} - cragginess n 
'cragsman /-man/ n sby skilled in climbing crags 
crake /krayk/ n a (short -billed) rail (e g the corncrake) [ME, prob fr ON 
kraka crow or krakr raven; akin to OE crawan to crow] 
cram Aram/ vb -mm- vt 1 to pack tight; jam a suitcase with clothes} 
2 to thrust forceftilly 3 to prepare hastily for an examination 4 to eat 
voraciously; bolt - infml ~ vi 1 to study hastily and intensively for an 
examination 2 to eat greedily or until uncomfortably full - infml [ME 
crammen, fr OE crammtan; akin to Gk ageiimn to collect] 
crambo /'kramboh/ n, pi cramboes a game in which a player gives a 
word or line of verse to matched in rhyme by other players [alter, of 
earlier crambe, fr L, cabbage, fr Gk krambe} 

,cram-'fult /kram/ adj as full as can be 

crammer /'kramo/ n, Br a school or teacher that prepares students 
intensively for an examination - infml [cram + '-er] 

'cramp Aramp/ n la painful involuntary spasmodic contraction of a 
muscle 2 pi severe abdominal pain [ME crampe, fr MF, of Gmc origin; 
akin to LG krampe hook] 

^ramp n 1 a usu metal device bent at the ends and used to hold timbers 
or blocks of stone together 2 a clamp [LG or obs D krampe hook; akin 
to OE cradol cradle] 

*cramp vt 1 to affect with cramp 2a to confine, restrain b to restrain from 
free expression « esp in cramp someone's style 3 to fasten or bold with 
a clamp 
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crampon /'krampon/ n 1 a hooked mechanical device for lifting heavy 
objects • usu pi with sing, meaning 2 a metal frame with downward- and 
forward-pointing spikes that is fixed to the sole of a boot for climbing 
slopes of ice or hard snow [MF crampon, of Gmc origin; akin to LG 
krampe] 

cranberry /'kranb(3)n/ n any of various plants of the heath family; also 
the red acid berry of such plants used in making sauces and jellies [part 
trans of LG kraanbere, fr kraan crane here berry] 

'crane /krayn/ n 1 any of a family of tall wading birds endan 
GERED 2 a machine for moving heavy weights by means of a projecting 
swinging arm or a hoisting apparatus supported on an overhead track 
[ME cran, fr 0£; akin to OHG krano crane, Gk geranos, L grus, Skt 
jarate it crackles] 

’crane v/ 1 to raise or lift (as lO by a crane 2 to stretch (e g the neck), 
esp in order to sec better ^ vi to stretch one’s neck, esp in order to see 
better </ ~ d out of the window^ 

'crane ,fly n any of numerous long-legged slender two-winged flies that 
resemble large mosquitoes but do not bite 
cranesbill /'kraynz.bil/ n geranium 1 

crani-, cranio- Arayni-/ comb /brm 1 cranium <craniarc> 2 cranial and 
<cranioMC/a/> [ML cranium] 

.cranial 'index Araynyal, -ni si/ n the ratio of the maximum breadth 
of the skull to its maximum height multiplied by 1(X) - compare cephalic 
INDEX 

.cranial 'nerve n any of the (12 pairs oQ nerves that leave the lower 
surface of the brain to connect with the body, esp the head and face 
craniate /'krayni at, -,ayt/ n or adj (one) having a skull 
craniology /,iCr^>^ .’'ulaji/ n a science dealing with vanations in size, 
shape, and proportions of the skull among the diflerent races of human 
beings [prob fr G kramohgie, fr kranio- cram- i -logic -logy] 
cranium /'kraynyam. -m am/ n. pi craniuma, crania /-nya, -m-a/ the 
skull, specif the part that encloses the brain anatomy [ML, fr Gk 
kranion, akin to Gk kara head - moie at cerebral] - cranial adj 
'crank Arangk/ n 1 a part of an axle or shafl bent at right angles by which 
reciprocating motion is changed into circular motion or vice versa 2 an 
eccentric person, also one who is excessively enthusiastic or fastidious 
about sthg [ME cranke, fr OE crane- (as in crancstaef, a weaving 
instrument), akin to OE cradol cradle] 

’crank vi to turn a crank (e g in starting an engine) '^vt 1 to bend into 
the shape of a crank 2 to provide or fasten with a crank 3a to move or 
operate (as iQ by a crank b to start by use of a crank - often + up 
’crank adj, of a boat easily capsized [short for crank-sided (easily 
Upped)] 

'crank.casa /-.kays/ n the housing of a crankshaft 
'crank.pin /-.pm/ n the pm which forms the handle of a crank or to 
which the connecting rod is attached 

'crank.8haft /-.shahft/ n a shaft driven by or dnving a crank 

CAR 

cranky /'krangki/ adj 1 of machinery working erratically, unpredictable 
2 eccentric 2 3 NAm bad-tempered ['crank & ^crank] - crankily adv, 
crankineaa n 

cranny Arani/ n a small crack or slit; a chink [ME crany, fr MF cren, 
cran notch] - crannied /'kranid/ adj 
'crap Arap/ n la excrement b an act of defecation 2 nonsense, rubbish 
- slang; sometimes used as an interjection USE (I) vulg [ME crappe 
chaff, residue from rendered fat. fr MD, piece tom off, fr crappen to break 
ofl] 

‘crap vi -pp- to defecate - vulg 
crappy Arapi/ adj of very poor quality - slang ['crap] 
crapa Araps/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a gambling game played with 
2 dice [LaF, fr F crabs, craps, fr E crabs lowest throw at hazard, fr pi 
of 'crab] - crap adj 

crapulant /'krapyoobnt/ adj crapulous [LL crapukntus, fr L crapula 
drunkenness, fr Gk kraipal^ 

crapuloua /*krapyoolM/ adj 1 marked by excessive indulgence, esp in 
alcohol 2 suffering the effects of excessive drinking of alcohol USE fml 
[LL crapulosus, fr L crapula] ' 

craquaiura /'krakal(y)oo9/ n fine cracks on the surface of old paintings 
caused by decay of pigment and varnish [F, fr craquekr to crack, crackle, 
fr craquer, of imit origin] 

'crash /krash/ vt la to break violently and noisily; smash b to damage 
(an aircraft) in landing c to damage (a vehicle) by collision 2a to cause 
to make a crashing sound the cymbals together^ b to force (e g one’s 
way) with loud crashing noises 3 to enter without invitation or payment 
the partyy - infml 4 to cause (e g a computer system or program) to 


crash vi la to break or go to pieces (as lO with violence and noise b 
to crash an aircraft or vehicle c to be involved in a crash 2 to make a 
crashing noise 3 to move or go (as iO with a crash 4 to spend the night 
in a (makeshift) place; go to sleep <can / on your floor tonight'^ - 
sometimes + out\ slang 5 esp of a computer system or program to become 
(suddenly) completely inoperative [ME crasschen] 

’crash n 1 a loud noise (c g of things smashing) <a ^ of thunder^ 2 a 
breaking to pieces (as lO by collision; also an instance of crashing <a plane 
3 a sudden decline or failure (eg of a business) <tbe Wall 
Street > . 

’crash adj designed to achieve an intended result in the shortest possible 
time (a ^ diet} 

^Crash n a coarse fabne made ong of linen, used for drapenes, clothing, 
etc [prob fr Russ krashenina coloured linen] 

'crash .barrier n a bamer to prevent vehicles accidentally colliding or 
leaving the road 

'cra8h-,dive vb (to cause) to descend or dive steeply and quickly - used 
esp with reference to an aircraft or submarine - crashdive n 
‘crash .helmet n a helmet that is worn (e g by motorcyclists) to protect 
the head in the event of an accident 
crashing Arashing/ adj utter, absolute (a bore} 

.crash-'land vb to land (an aircraft) under emergency conditions, usu 
with some damage to the craft - crash landing n 
'crash .pad n a place where free temporary accommodation is available 

- infml 

crass Aras/ 1 insensitive, coarse behavioury 2 deplorably great, 
complete stupidity) [L crassus thick, gross] - crassitude 
/'krasityoohd/ n, crassly adv, crassness n 
-crat /-krat/ comb form ( -* n) 1 advocate or partisan of (a specified form 
of government) (democrat) 2 member of (a specified ruling class) 
(plutocraiy (technocrat) [F -crate, back-fbrmation fr -cratic -cracy] - 
-cratic /-'kratik/ comb form ( • adj) 

'crate Arayt/ n 1 a usu wooden framework or box for holding goods (e g 
fruit, bottles, etc), esp dunng transit 2 the contents of a crate [L cratis 
wickerwork - more at hurdi f] 

’crate vt to pack m a crate 

'crater /’krayta/ n I a (bowl-shaped) depression e g a round the mouth 
of a volcano b formed by the impact of a meteonte 2 a hole in the ground 
made by an explosion 3 a jar or vase with a wide mouth used in classical 
antiquity for mixing wine and water [L, mixing bowl, crater, fr Gk krater, 
fr kerannynai to mix, akin to Skt asirta mixed] 

'crater vt to form craters m 

cravat Ara'vat/ n a decorative band or scarf worn round the neck, esp 
by men garment [F cravate, fr Cravate Croatian] 
crave Arayv/ vt 1 to have a strong or urgent desire for 2 to ask for 
earnestly; beg (/ — the court's indulgence) - fml ^ vi to have a strong 
desire; yearn (-s after affection) [ME craven, fr OE crafian, akin to 
OHG krapfo hook, OE cradol cradle] 
craven /'krayv(a)n/ adj completely lacking in courage, cowardly [ME 
cravant, perh fr OF crevant, prp of crever to burst, break, fr L crepare] 

- craven n, cravenly adv, cravenness n 

craving Arayving/ n a great desire or longing (a for tobacco) 
craw Araw/ n 1 the crop of a bird or insect 2 the stomach, esp of an 
animal [ME crawe, fr (assumed) OE crawa; akin to Gk bronchos 
windpipe, throat, L vorare to devour - more at voracious] 
crav^ish /’kraw/ish/ n, chiefly NAm a crayfish 
'crawl Arawl/ vi 1 to move slowly in a prone position (as iO without the 
use of limbs 2 to move or progress slowly or labonously 3 creep 3b 4n 
to be alive or swarming (as lO with creeping things b to have the sensation 
of insects creeping over one (fhe story made her llesh ^ ) 5 to behave 
in a servile manner - infml ^ vt to move upon (as if) in a creeping manner 
(fhe meanest man who ever ~ ed the earth) [ME crawlen, fr ON ki^fla, 
akin to OE crabba crab] 

’crawl 0 la crawling b slow or laborious motion (^traffic movmg ata 
2 the fastest swimming stroke, executed lying on the front and consisting 
of alternating overarm strokes combined with kicks with the legs 
crawler Arawb/ n 1 a vehicle (e g a crane) that travels on endless metal 
belts 2 a servile person - infml ['crawl + *-er] 
crawly Arawh/ adj creepy 

crayfish /'kray.fish/ n I any of numerous freshwater crustaceans 
resembling the lobster but usu much smaller 2 spiny lobster [by folk 
etymology fr ME crevis, fr MF crevice, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG 
krebiz crab - more at crab] 

crayon Arayon. -an/ vr orn (to draw or colour with) a stick of coloured 
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chalk or wax used for writing or drawing [F, crayon, pencil, fr dim. of 
craie chalk, fr L curfa] 

'craze Arayz/ vt 1 to produce minute cracks on the surface or glaze of 

2 to make (as iO insane by pain and fear) vi to develop a mesh 
of fine cracks [ME crasen to crush, craze, of Scand origin; akin to OSw 
krasa to crush] 

Hiraze n 1 an exaggerated and often short-lived enthusiasm; a fad 2 fine 
cracks in a surface or coating of glaze, enamel, etc 
crazy Arayzi/ adj 1 mad. insane 2a impractical <a ^ idea) b unusual, 
eccentric 3 extremely enthusiastic about; very fond - crazily adv, 
craziBcss n - like crazy to an extreme degree (everyone dancing like 
crazy) - infml 

.crazy 'paving n, Br a paved surface made up of irregularly shaped 
paving stones 

'craak /kreek/ vr to make a prolonged grating or squeaking noise [ME 
creken to croak, of imit origin] 

*craak n a prolonged rasping, grating, or squeaking noise (e g of an unoiled 
hinge) - creaky adj, creakily adv 

'craam Areem/ n 1 the yellowish part of milk containing butterfat, that 
forms a surface layer when milk is allowed to stand 2a a food (e g a sauce 
or cake filling) prepared with or resembling cream in consistency, nch- 
ness, etc b a biscuit, chocolate, etc filled with (a soft preparation 
resembling) whipped cream c sthg with the consistency of thick cream, 
esp a usu emulsified medicinal or cosmetic preparation (skin ^ > 3 the 
choicest part 4 a pale yellowish white colour [ME creime, creme, fr MF 
craime, cresme, fr LL cranium, of Celt ongin, akin to W cramen scab] 
- creamily adv, creamincas n, creamy adj 
Hsream vi l to form cream or a surface layer like the cream on milk 2 
to break into a creamy froth ^vt la skim Ic b to take away (the 
choicest part) - usu + off (^ off the bnghtest students) 2 to provide, 
prepare, or treat with cream or a cream sauce 3 to work or blend to the 
consistency of cream <~ butter and sugar) 4 to cause to form a surface 
layer of or like cream 5 NAm to defeat completely - infml 
.cream 'ehaaaa n a mild white soft unripened cheese made from whole 
milk enriched with cream 

craamar /kreema/ n 1 a device for separating cream from milk 2 a 
small vessel (e g a jug) for serving cream 

craamary Areeman/ n an establishment where butter and cheese arc 
made or where milk and milk products are prepared or sold - compare 
DAIRY 3 

.craam of 'tartar Aahta/ n potassium hydrogen tartrate occurnng as 
a white powder and used esp in baking powder 
'craaaa Arees/ n 1 a line or mark made (as iQ by folding a pliable 
substance 2a an area surrounding the goal in lacrosse, hockey, etc into 
which an attacking player may not precede the ball or puck b the bowling 
crease, popping crease, or return crease of a cricket pitch [prob alter, of 
earlier creaste, fr ME create crest] - creaaeless adj 
^roaso vf 1 to make a crease in or on; wnnkle 2 chiefly Br a to cause 
much amusement to - often + up b to tire out vi to become creased 
£;sr(2)inftnl 

craata An'ayt/ vf 1 to bring into existence (God ^d the heaven and 
the earth - Gen 1:1 (AV)> 2a to invest with a new form, office, or rank 
<ira5 ~d a peer of the realm) b to produce, cause <^d a disturbance) 

3 to design, invent ^ vi Br to make a loud fuss about sthg - infml [ME 
createn, fr L creatus, pp of creare] 

craatina Aree-a.teen/ n a substance that occurs esp in the muscles of 
vertebrates either free or as creatine phosphate [ISV, fr Gk kreatt^reas 
flesh - more at raw] 

.craatina 'phoaphatan a derivative of creatine that is an energy source 
for the contraction of the muscles of vertebrates 
craatinina Aree'atineen/ n a compound formed from the breakdown of 
creatine and found in muscle, blood, urine, etc [G kreatinin, fr kreatin 
gvatine] 

craation Ari'aysh(a)n/ n 1 often cap the act of bringing the world into 
ordered existence 2 sthg created: eg a the world b creatures singly or 
collectively c an original work of art da product of some minor art or 
craft (e g dressmaking or cookery) showing unusual flair or immagination 
> often derog (a hideous ^ in mauve and magneta tulle) [create -i- 
-ion] 

craatloniat Ari'ayshanist/ n or adj (an adherent) of a theory that all 
forms of life were created simultaneously by God, and did not evolve from 
earlier forms 

craativa Ari'aytiv/ adj 1 marked by or requiring the ability or power 
• to create; given to creating 2 having the quality of sthg imaginatively 
cseated (the ^ arts) - creati?ely adv, creatifeBeM n 


craator An'ayta/ n a person who creates, usu by bringing sthg new or 
original into being; esp, cap ood 1 

creature /'kreecha/ n la sthg created (-^s of fantasy) b a lower animal 
(the ^sof the woods) 2a an animate being, esp a non-human one b a 
human being; a person 3 one who is the servile dependant or tool of 
another [ME. fr OF. fr LL creatura, fr L creatus] - creatural adj, 
creaturellness n, creatnrely adj 

creature comforts n pi material things that give bodily comfort 
crache /kresh/ /i 1 a representation of the Nativity scene 2 chiefly Br 
a centre where children under school age are looked after while their 
parents are at work [F, fr OF creche manger, cnb, of Gmc ongin; akin 
to OHG irnppis manger - more at crir] 
credence /kreedans/ n acceptance of sthg as true or real (give ^ to 
gossip) [ME, fr MF or ML; MF, fr ML credentia, fr L credent-, credens, 
prp of credere to believe, trust - more at creed] 

'credence .table n a Renaissance side table or sideboard used chiefly 
for valuable plate [MF, fr Olt credenza] 
credential An'densh(a)l/ n sthg, esp a letter, that gives proof of identity, 
status, or authonty - usu pi with sing, meaning 
credenza Ari'denza/ n credence table [It, lit , belief, confidence, fr 
ML credentia] 

.credl'billty .gap /.kreda'bibti/ n (a lack of credibility ansing from) a 
discrepancy between what is claimed and what is perceived to be true 
credible /’kredabl/ adj ofTenng reasonable grounds for belief [ME, fr L 
credibilis, fr credere] - credibly adv, credibility /.kreda'bibti/ n 
'credit /'kredit/ n la the balance in a person's favour in an account b 
an amount or sum placed at a person's disposal by a bank and usu to be 
repaid with interest c time given for payment for goods or services 
provided but not immediately paid for (long-term ^ > d an entry on the 
nght-hand side of an account constituting an addition to a revenue, net 
worth, or liability account 2 credence 3 influence denved from enjoying 
the confidence of others, standing 4 a source of honour or repute (a 
to her parents) 5 acknowledgment, approval <-<- where is due) baa 
line, note, or name that acknowledges the source of an item b an 
acknowledgment of a contnbutor by name that appears at the beginning 
or end of a film or television programme 7a recognition that a student 
has fulfilled a course requirement b the pass\ng of an examination at a 
level well above the minimum though not with distinction [MF, fr Olt 
credito, fr L creditum something entrusted to another, loan, fr neut of 
creditus, pp of credere] -on credit with the cost charged to one's account 
and paid later (bought his new tape recorder on credit) 

’credit vt 1 to believe 2a to enter on the credit side of an account b to 
place to the credit of an account) - compare debit 3a to ascribe some 
usu favourable charactenstic to - i with ('^ me with some intelligence) 
b to attribute to some person (they the invention to him) [partly fr 
'credit, partly fr L creditus, pp] 

creditable /'kreditabi/ adj 1 worthy of esteem or praise 2 NAm capable 
of being attributed to - creditably adv 
'credit .card n a card provided by a bank, agency, or business allowing 
the holder to obtain goods and services on credit 
creditor Aredita/ n one to whom a debt is owed 
'credit-, worthy adj qualifying for commercial credit 
credit-worthiness n 

credo /'kreedoh, 'kray-/ n, pi credos 1 a creed leaps musical setting 
of the creed in a sung mass [ME, fr L, I believe] 
credulity Ari'dyoohbti/ n undue willingness to believe; gullibility 
creduloua /'kredyoolas/ adj ready to believe, esp on slight evidence [L 
credulus, fr credere] - credulously adv, credulousness n 
Cree /kree/ n, pi Crecs, esp collectively Cree n member, or the Algon- 
quian language, of an American Indian people qf Manitoba and Saskatch- 
ewan [short for earlier Christens, fr CanF Chnstino, prob modif of 
Ojibwa Kenistenoag] 

creod Areed/ n 1 a bnef conventionalized statement of religious belief; 
esp such a statement said or sung as part of Chnstian worship 2 a set of 
fundamental beliefs [ME crede, fr OE creda, ft L credo (first word of the 
Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds), fr credere to believe, trust, entrust; akin to 
OIr cretim 1 believe, Skt srad-dadhati he believes] - creednl adj, credal 
adj 

erggk /ktetk/ n 1 chiefly Br a small narrow inlet of a lake, sea, etc 2 
chiefly NAm A Austr a brook [ME crike, creke, fr ON -kriki bend; akin 
to ON krbkr hook - more at 'crook] - up the creek 1 in trouble - infml 
2 wrong, mistaken > infml 

Crgek n a member, or the Muskogean language, of a confederacy of 
American Indian peoples of Alabama, Georgia, and Florida 
erggi Areel/ n a wickerwork container (e g for newly caught fish) [ME 
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cnille, crek, prob fr (assumed) MF creilk gnll, fr L craticuJa, dim. of 
cratis wickerwork - more at hurdlk] 

'crMp /kreep/ vi crept Arept/ 1 to move along with the body prone and 
close to the ground 2a to go very slowly <t/ie hours crept by> b to go 
timidly or cautiously so as to escape notice c to enter, advance, or develop 
gradually or slowly <a note of imtation crept into her voiced 3a crawl 
4b bofa plant to spread or grow over a surface by clinging with tendnls, 
roots, etc or rooting at intervals 4 to change shape permanently due to 
prolonged stress or exposure to high temperatures (ME crepen, fr OE 
erwpan, akin to Gk grypos curved, bent] 

’creep n \ a movement of or like creeping 2 the slow change of 
dimensions of an object due to prolonged exposure to high temperature 
or stress 3 a distressing sensation, esp of apprehension or disgust, like that 
caused by insects creeping over one's flesh - usu pi with sing, meaning 
(gives me the ~s>; infml 4 Br an obnoxious or ingratiatingly servile 
person - infml 

creeper /'kreepa/ /i la a creeping plant b a bird (e g a tree creeper) that 
creeps about on trees or bushes c a creeping insect or reptile 2 a grapnel 
[‘creep + ^-er] 

creeping jenny /.kreeping 'jeni/ n a yellow-flowered trailing perennial 
plant of the pnmrose family [Jenny, nickname for Jane] 
creepy /'kreepi/ adj producing a .sensation of shivery apprehension (a 
horror storyy 

.creepy-'crawly /'krawli/ n, Br a small creeping or scuttling creature 
(e g a spider) - infml 

cremate Ari'mayt/ vt to reduce (a dead body) to ashes by burning [L 
crematus, pp of cremare to bum up, cremate] - cremation 
/-'maysh(3)n/ /» 

crematorium /.kiema'tawn am/ n, pi crematoriums, crematoria /-n o/ 
a place where cremation is earned out 

cr^me Arem (Fr krem)/ n, pi cremes Arcm(z) (Fr )/ cream 2a, b [F, 
fr OF cresme - more at cream] 

cr^me de la erdme /.krem da lah 'krem/ n the very best [F, lit . cream 
of the cream] 

,cr#me de 'menthe /da 'mont (Fr da mdit)/ n a sweet green or white 
mint-flavoured liqueur [F, lit , cream of mint] 
crenate /kreenayt/, crenated adj having the margin cut into rounded 
scallops (a ^ leaf) pi^ni (NL crenatus, fr ML crena notch] - 
crenation /-'naysh(a)n/ n 

crenel /krcnl/, crenelle Ara'ncl/ n a crencllation [MF crenel, fr OF, 
dim of cren notch, fr crener to notch; akin to ML crena notch] 
crenellated /'krena.laytid/ adj having battlements 
crenellation /.krena'laysh(a)n/ n an indentation in a battlement 
church 

creole Aree,ohl/ adj, often cap of Creoles or their language 
Creole n 1 a person of European descent in the W Indies or Spanish 
America 2 a white descendant of early French or Spanish settlers of the 
Gulf States of the USA 3 a person of mixed French or Spanish and Negro 
descent 4 not cap a language based on 2 or more languages that serves 
as the native language of its speakers [F cr6ole, fr Sp cnollo, fr Pg cnoulo 
white person bom in the colonies] 

'creosote Aree-a.soht/ n 1 a clear or yellowish oily liquid obtained from 
wood tar and used as an antiseptic 2 a brownish oily liquid obtained from 
coal tar and used esp as a wood preservative [O kreosot, fr Gk kreas flesh 
4- soter preserver, fr sozem to preserve, fr sos safe - more at raw, thumb; 
fr its antiseptic properties] 

’creosote vt to treat with creosote 

crepe, crepe Arayp/ /i 1 a light crinkled fabric woven from any of 
various fibres 2 a small very thin pancake [F crepe, fr crespe, fr 
crespe curled, fr L enspus] - crepey, crepy adj 
, crepe de 'chine /da 'sheen/ n, often cap 2nd C a soft fine crepe, orig 
of silk [F cripe de Chine, lit., crepe from China] 

.crepe 'paper n thin paper with a cnnkled or puckered texture 
.crepe 'rubber n crude or synthetic rubber in the form of crinkled sheets, 
used esp for shoe soles 

.crepe 'sole n (a shoe with) a crepe rubber sole 
crepitate Arepitayt/ vi to Sraclde [L crepitatus, pp of crepitate to 
crackle, fr crepitus, pp of crepare to rattle, crack - more at 'raven] 
crepitation /.krepi'taysh(9)n/ n 1 a crackling sound heard from the 
lungs that is characteristic of pneumonia 2 a grating sound produced by 
the fractured ends of a bone moving against each other [crepitate h 
-ion] 

crepitus /lirepius/ n crepitation [L, fr pp of crepare] 
crept Arept/ past of creep 

crepuscular Ari'puskyoob / 1 active in the twilight insects') 2 


of or resembling twilight; dim - fml [L crepusculum twilight, fr creper 
dusky] 

'crescendo /kra'shendoh/ n, pi crescendos, crescendoes 1 a gradual 
increase; esp a gradual increase in volume in a musical passage 2 a 
crescendo musical passage USE music [It, lit., growing, fr L 
crescendum, gerund of crescere to grow] - crescendo vi 
’crescendo adv or adj with an increase in volume - used in music 

MUSIC 

crescent /'krezant/ n 1 the figure of the moon at any stage between new 
moon and first quarter or last quarter and the succeeding new moon 2 
sthg shaped like a crescent and consisting of a concave and a convex curve 
[ME cressant, fr MF creissant, fr prp of creistre to grow, increase, fr L 
crescere, akin to OHG hirsi millet, L create to create, Gk kotos boy] 
crenol /krecsol, -sohl/ n a phenol used esp as a disinfectant [ISV, irreg 
fr creosote] 

cress Ares/ n any of numerous plants of the mustard family that have 
mildly pungent leaves and are used in salads and as a garnish [ME cresse, 
fr OE caerse, cressa, akin to OHG kressa cress] 

'crest /krest/ n la a showy tuft or projection on the head of an animal, 
esp a bird b the plume, emblem, etc worn on a knight's helmet c(l) a 
symbol of a family, office, etc that appears as a figure on top of the helmet 
in a heraldic achievement (2) coat of arms - not used technically in 
heraldry d the upper muscular ndge of a horse's neck from which the 
mane grows 2 the ridge or top, esp of a wave, roof, or mountain 3 the 
climax, culmination (at the ^ of his fame) [ME creste, fr MF, fr L crista, 
akin to OE hnsian to shake, L curvus curved - more at 'crown] - 
crestless adj 

’crest vT 1 to provide with a crest; crown 2 to reach the crest of •^vi , 
of waves to nsc to a crest 

crested /krestid/ adj 1 having a crest 2 marked or decorated with a 
crest crockery) 

crestfallen /'krest, fawbn/ adj disheartened, dejected 
cretaceous An'tayshas/ adj 1 resembling or containing chalk 2 cap of 
or being the last penod of the Mesozoic era evolution [L errta- 
ceus, fr creta chalk] > cretaceous n, cretaceously adv 
cretin Aretm/ n sby afflicted with cretinism; broadly an imbeale, idiot 
[F cretin, fr F dial, cretin Chnstian, human being, kind of idiot found in 
the Alps, fr L chnstian us Chnstian] - cretiiioaa adj 
cretinism Areti,niz(3)m/ n (congenital) physical stunting and mental 
retardation caused by severe deficiency of the thyroid gland in infancy 
cretonne Aree,ton. kn'ton/ n a strong unglazed cotton or linen cloth 
used esp for curuins and upholstery [F, fr Cretan, town in Normandy, 
France] 

crevasse Ara'vas/ n a deep fissure, esp in a glacier geography 
(F, fr OF crevace] 

crevice /’krevis/ n a narrow opening resulting from a split or crack [ME, 
fr MF crevace, fr OF, fr crever to break, fr L crepare to crack - more at 
'raven] 

'crew Arooh/ chiefly Br past of crow 

’crew n sing or pi in constr 1 a company of men working on 1 job or under 
1 foreman 2a the personnel of a ship or boat (cxcludmg the captain and 
officers) b members of a crew (the captain and 30 '^) c the people who 
man an aircraft in flight 3 a number of peopb temporanly associated - 
infml [ME crue, lit., reinforcement, fr MF creue increase, fr creistre to 
grow - more at crescent] - crcwleaa adj, crewmaB /-man/ n 
*crew vb to serve as a member of a crew (on) 

'crew .cut n a very short bristly haircut, esp for a man 
crewel /'krooh>al/ n loosely twisted worsted yam used in embroidery and 
tapestry [ME crule] 

'crewel.work /-.wuhk/ n embroidery design worked with crewd 
'crib Anb/ n 1 a manger for feeding animals 2 an enclosure, esp with 
barred or slatted sides: e g a a stall for a stabled animal b cradle la c 
a bin for storage 3a a set of cards contributed to equally by each pbyer 
in cnbbage for the dealer to use in scoring b cribbage 4 a literal 
translation; esp one used surreptitiously by students 5 Br a building 
considered with a view to unlawful entry 6 chiefly SAm cot 2 [ME, fr 
OE cnb&, akin to OHG krippa manger. Gk gripbos reed basket. OE 
cradol cradle] 

’crib vb -bb- vr 1 to confine, cramp 2 to provide with or put uito a crib 
3 to pilfer, steal; esp to plagiarize ^vi 1 to steal, plagiarize 2 to use a 
cnb; cheat - erfbb^ n 

cribbage Aribij/ n a card game for 2 to 4 players each attempting to 
form various counting combinations of cards [crib] 

'crib .biting n a bad habit of hones in which they gnaw (e g at the 
manger) while slobbering, salivating, and sucking in air 
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cribriform Aribri/awm/ Mdj pierced with small boles [L cribrum sieve; 
akin to L cemerc to sift - more at certain] 

'crick Arik/ it a painful spasmodic condition of the muscles of the neck, 
back, etc [ME cryk] 

^rick vt to cause a cnck in (the neck, back, etc) 

'crickot Ankit/ n a leaping insect noted for the chirping sounds pro- 
duced by the male [ME cnket, fr MF criqua, of imit ongin] 

Cricket n a game played with a bat and ball^ a large field with 2 wickets 
near its centre by 2 sides of 1 1 players each sport [MF criquet stake 
used as goal in a bowling game] - cricketer n > not cricket against the 
dictates of fair play; not honourable 

cricoid /'knekoyd/ adj of or being a nng-shaped cartilage of the larynx 
[Nt cncotdes, fr Gk knkoetdes ring-shaped, fr krikos ring - more at 
circle] 

crior ArieV n an ofTicer who makes announcements in a court ['cry 
+ *-er] 

crikoy /kneki/ tntaj, chtefly Br • used to express surprise; no longer in 
vogue [euphemism for Christ] 

crime Ariem/ n 1 (a) violation of law 2 a grave offence, esp against 
morality 3 criminal activity 4 sthg deplorable, foolish, or disgraceful </r’s 
a to waste good food} > mfml [ME, fr L crimen accusation, fault, 
crime] 

'criminal Anminl/ adj 1 involvmg or being a enme 2 relating to crime 
or its punishment law} <a court} law 3 guilty of enme 4 
disgraceful, deplorable - mfml [ME, fr MF or LL; MF crimineU fr LL 
criminalis, fr L crimin-, enmen crime, accusation] - criminally adv, 
criminality /.knmi'nabti/ n 

Criminal ji one who has committed or been convicted of a enme 
criminate Ariminayt/ vf 1 to accuse of a crime 2 to incriminate [L 
enminatust pp of criminan, fr enmin-, enmen] - crimination 
/-'naysh(3)n/ n 

criminology /Jcnmi'nolaji/ n the study of enme, criminals, and penal 
treatment [It crimmologia, fr L criming crimen -t- It -o- ^ -logia -logy] 

- crindnohiiglat n, criminological /Jmmina'lojikl/ ad/ 

'crimp Anmp/ vt 1 to make wavy, or curly her hair} 2 to roll or 
curl the edge of (e g a steel panel) 3 to pinch or press together in order 
to seal or join [D or LG krimpen to shnvel; akin to LG krampe book - 
more at cramp] • crimp n, crimper n 
^rimp a or vt (one employed) to entrap or force (men) into joining the 
army or navy [perh fr 'crimp] 

Crimplana /'krimpleen/ trademark - used for a^extured continuous- 
filament polyester yarn 

'crimaon Anmz(3)n/ adj or n (a) deep purplish red [n ME enmisin, fr 
OSp cremesin, fr Ar qirmizi, fr qirmiz kermes; adj fr n] 

Crimaon vb to make or become crimson 

cringa Arinj/ vi l to shrink or wince, esp in fear or servility 2 to behave 
with fawning self-abasement [ME crengen\ akin to OE cringan to yield, 
cradol cradle] 

cringle Aring-gl/ a an eyelet or loop worked into the edge of a sail for 
attaching a rope [LG kringel, dim. of kring ring; akin to OE cradol 
cradle] 

'crinkla Aringkl/ vb crinkling Aringkling/ vi 1 to wrinkle 2 to rustle 
^ It to cause to crinkle [ME crynke!en\ akin to OE cringan to yield] 
*crinkla n a wrinkle - crinkly Anngkli/ adj 
crinoid Aiienoyd/ n any of a Urge class, of echinodeims having a 
cup-shaped body with 5 or more feathery arms [denv of Gk krinon lily] 

- crinoid adj 

crinotina Arinalin/ n (a padded or hgpped petticoat supporting) a full 
skirt as worn by women in the 19th c garment [F, fr It crinolino, 
fr critto horsehair (fr L crinis hair; akin to L crista crest) + lino flax, linen, 
fr L linum] 

criollo Ari'oh(l)yoh/ n, pJ crioUos a person bom and usu raised in Latin 
America; esp one of Spanish descent [Sp • more at cheole] 
cripaa Arieps/ inteij, Br - used to express surprise; no longer in vogue 
[euphemism for Christ] 

'crippla Aripl/ n a lame or partly disabled person or animal [ME cripel, 
fr QE crypeh akin to OE creopan to creep - more at creep] 

Crippla It crippUng Aripling/ 1 to make a cripple; lame 2 to deprive 
of strength, efficiency, wholeness, or capability for service 
criala /kriesia/ n, pi crises /-seex/ la the turning point for better or 
worse in an acute disease (e g pneumonU) b a sodden attack of pain, 
distress, etc 2 an unstable or crucial time or situation; esp turnino point 
(L, fr Ok krisis, lit, decision, fr krinein to decide - more at certain] 
'eriap Arisp/ adj la easily crumbled; brittle b desirably firm and fresh 
<a - spph} c newly made or prepared <a ^ pound note} 2 sharp, 


clean-cut, and clear <a illustration} 3 decisive, sharp <a manner} 
4 of weather briskly cold; fresh; esp frosty [ME, curled, fr OE, fr L 
enspus't akin to L curvus curved - more at 'crown] - criqily adv, 
crispness n 

*criap W 1 to curl, crimp 2 to make or keep ensp the bread in the 
oven} ^ vi to become crisp - crisper n 
^riap /}, chiefly Br a thin slice of (flavoured or salted) fned potato, usu 
eaten cold 

'crisp, bread /-.bred/ n a plain dry unsweetened biscuit made from 
crushed gram (e g rye) 

crispen /'krispan/ vb to make or become crisp 
crispy /'knspi/ adj crisp - crispiness n 

'crisscross Ans.kros/ adj or n (marked or characterized by) crisscross- 
ing or a crisscrossed pattern [obs chnstemss, cnsscross (mark of a 

^crisscross vr 1 to mark with intersecting lines 2 to pass back and forth 
through or over vi to go or pass back and forth 
crista /"krista/ n, pi cristae /-ti/ any of the inwardly projecting folds of 
the inner membrane of a mitochondnon [NL, fr L, crest] 
criterion Arie'tiari-an/ n, p/ criteria /-ri-a/ also criterions a standard on 
which a judgment or decision may be based [Gk kntenon, fr kn/es judge, 
fr krinein to judge, decide - more at cfcRi ain] - criterial adj 
critic Aritik/ n one who cnticizes- e g a one who evaluates works of art, 
literature, or music, esp as a profession b one who tends to judge harshly 
or to be over-critical of minor faults [L cnticus, fr Gk kntikos, fr kritikos 
able to discern or judge, fr knnein to judge] 
critical Aritikl/ adj la inclined to criticize severely and unfavourably 
b consisting of or involving cnticism wntings} c exercising or 
involving careful judgment or judicious evaluation 2a relating to or bang 
a measurement, point, etc at which some quality, property, or phenom- 
enon undergoes a marked change temperature} b crucial, decisive 
test} c bang in or approaching a state of ensis 3 of a nuclear reactor 
sustaining an energy-producing chain reaction - critically adv, criticality 
/-Italati/ n 

.critical 'angle n 1 the smallest angle of incident light reflected onto an 
• interior surface at which total internal reflection takes place 2 the angle 
of attack at which the flow about an aerofoil chan^ abruptly, with 
corresponding abrupt changes in the lift and drag flight 
.critical 'mass n the minimum mass of fissile matenal that can sustain 
a nuclear chain reaction 

criticism Anti,siz(3)m/ n la the act of cnticizing, usu unfavourably b 
a critical observation or remark c a entique 2 the art or act of analysing 
and evaluating esp the fine arts, literature, or literary documents 
critic-izs, -ise Anti,siez/ vt 1 to consider the merits and demenu of and 
judge accordingly; evaluate 2 to stress the faults of ~ vi to cnticize sthg 
or sby 

critique /kn'teek/ n an act of criticizing, esp a critical estimate or 
discussion (e g an article or essay) [alter, of arch cntic (criticism), fr Gk 
kritik^ 

critter /’krita/ n, dial a creature [by alter.] 

'croak /krohk/ vi It to make a croak b to speak in a hoarse throaty voice 
2 to die - slang -^vt 1 to utter (gloomily) in a hoarse raucous voice (the 
raven. . .that the fatal entrance of Duncan - Shak) 2 to kill - slang 
[ME croken, of imit ongin] 

*croak n a deep hoarse cry characteristic of a frog or toad; also a similar 
sound - croaky adj 

Croatian /kroh'aysh(a)n/, Croat /'krohat/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Croatia 2 a south Slavonic language sj^ken b]j the Croatians and wntten 
in the Latin alphabet - compare serb language [Croatia, region 
of SE Europe now part of Yugoslavia] - Cnjptian adj 
'crochet /1troh.shay/ n crocheted work [F. kook, crochet, fr MF. dim. 
of croche hook, of Scand origin; akin to (]jK krokr hook - more at 
'crook] . 

’crochet vt to form (eg a garment or dewgn) by drawing a single 
continuous yam or thread into a pattern of interlocked loops using a 
hooked needle ^vi to do or make crochet work - crocheter 
/’fihaya/n 

crooidolite /kroh'sidaliet/ n a blue or green asbestos mineral that is a 
fibrous silicate of sodium and iron [G krokydolith, fr Gk krokyd-, krokys 
nap on cloth ^ G -lith -lite] 

'crock Arok/ a 1 a thick earthenware pot or jar 2 a piece of broken 
earthenware used esp to cover the bottom of a flowefpot [ME, fr OE 
crocc; akin to MHG kruche crock] 

’crock n 1 an old (broken-down) vehicle 2 an (elderly) disabled person 
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USE infml [ME crok old disabled animal, prob of Scand ongin; akin to 
Norw dial, krokje broken-down horse or person] 

’crock vt to cause to become disabled ~ w break down la USE (vt & 
vi) sometimes ^ up; infml 

crockery /'krokari/ n earthenware or china tableware, esp for everyday 
domestic use 

crocket /'krokit/ n an architectural ornament in the form of curved and 
bent foliage placed at regular intervals on the edge of a gable, spire, or 
canopy 3" church [ME croket, fr ONE croquet hook, dim. of croc 
hook, of Scand ongin; akin to ON krokr hook] 

'crock ,pot n a deep round vessel with a removable inner bowl and a 
heating element that is used to cook food slowly at a low temperature 
crocodile /'krokadiel/ n 1 any of several tropical or subtropical large 
voracious thick-skinned long-bodied aquatic reptiles; broadly a crocodil- 
ian LIFE CYCLE 2 the skin of a crocodile; also leather prepared from 
thts 3 Sr a line of people (e g schoolchildren) walking in pairs [ME & 
L, ME cocodnile, fr OF, fr ML cocodnllus, alter, of L crocodilus, fr Gk 
krokodilos lizard, crocodile, fr kroke pebble ^ dnios worm] 
'crocodile .tears n pi false or affected tears; hypocntical sorrow [fr 
ancient belief that crocodiles shed tears over their prey] 
crocodilian /.kroka'dili-an/ n a crocodile, alligator, or related (extinct) 
reptile - crocodilian adj 

crocus /'krohkas/ n, p! crocuses any of a large genus of usu 
early-flowering plants of the ins family beanng a single usu 
brightly-coloured long-tubed flower [NL, genus name, fr L. saffron, fr Gk 
krokos, of Sem ongin] 

croft Aroft/ n, chiefly Br 1 a small enclosed field usu adjoining a house 
2 a small Otmr ^^ften poor land, esp in Scotland, worked by a tenant 
[ME, fr OE; akin to OE creopan to creep - more at creep] - 
crofter n 

crofting /krofting/ n, chiefly Br the system of working the land as 
crofts 

croissant /'kwahsong (Fr krwaso)/ n a usu flaky nch crescent-shaped 
roll of bread or yeast- leavened pastry [F, lit , crescent, fr MF creis- 
sant] 

Cro-Magnon /.kroh 'manyan, 'magnan/ n a tall erect race of human 
beings known from skeletal remains found chiefly in S France and 
classified as the same species as recent human beings [Cro-Magnon, a 
cave near Les Eyzies, France] 

cromlech Aromlak/ n a dolmen [W. lit , bent stone] 
crone /krohn/ n a withered old woman [ME, fr ONF carogne, lit , 
camon, fr (assumed) VL caroma - more at carrion] 
crony /'krohni/ n a close fnend, esp of long standing, a chum •> infml, 
often derog <o7d cronies down at the pub} [alter of obs chrony, prob fr 
Gk chronios long-lasting, fr chronos time] 

'crook Arook/ n 1 an implement or part of sthg having a bent or hooked 
shape 2 a shepherd’s staff 3 a bend, curve <s/ie earned the parcel in the 
^ of her army 4 a person given to cnminal practices; a thief, swindler 
- infml [ME crok, fr ON krokr hook, akin to OE cradol cradle] 
’crook vt bend 1 O >^ed my neck so I could see} ^ w to curve, wind 
’crook adj, Austr&NZ 1 ill, sick 2 not in correct working order 3 bad. 
unpleasant USE infml [perh alter, of cronk (ill), fr Yiddish or G krank, 
fr MHG kranc weak] 

crooljtod /'krookid/ adj 1 having a crook or curve, bent 2 not morally 
straightforward; dishonest 3 Austr bad-tempered, angry - crookedly 
adv, crookedncM n 

croon Aroohn/ vi to sing usu sentimental popular songs in a low or soft 
voice vt to sing in a crooning manner [ME croynen to bdlow, fr MD 
croaen; akin to OE cran crane] - croon n, crooner n 
'crop Arop/ n 1 (the stock or handle oO a nding whip, esp with a short 
stock and a loop on the end 2 a pouched enlargement of the gullet of 
many birds m which food is stored and prepared for digestion 3 a short 
haircut 4« (the total production of) a plant or animal product that can 
be grown and harvested extensively <a large apple ~ > b a group or 
quantity appearing at any one time <a new ^ of students) [ME, craw, 
head of a plant, yield of a field, fr OE croppy akin to OHG Aropf goitre, 
craw, OE creopan to creep > more at creep] 

’crop vb -pp- vt la to remove the upper or outer parts of <'^ a hedge) 
b to harvest trout) c to cut short, tnm 2 to grow as or to cause (land) 
to bear a crop <-» more wheat next year) ~ vi 1 to feed by cropping sthg 
2 to yield or bear a crop 

'cropper Aropo/ n a plant that yields a crop of a usu specified quality 
or amount ['crop + '-er] 

’cropper n la severe fall 2 a sudden or complete disaster £/5£ chiefly 
in come a cropper, infml [prob fr E dial, crop (neck), fr 'crop] 


crop up vi to happen or appear unexpectedly or casually > mfml 
croquet /'krohkay/ n 1 a game in which wooden balls are driven by 
mallets through a senes of hoops set out on a lawn 2 the driving away 
of an opponent's croquet ball by stnking one’s own ball placed against it 
[F dial., hockey stick, fr ONF, crook, dim. of croc hook, of Scand origin] 

- croquet vt 

croquette Aroh'kct/ n a small (rounded) piece of minced meat, veg- 
etable. etc coated with egg and breadcrumbs and fned in deep fat [F, fr 
croquer to crunch, of imit ongin] 

crore Araw/ n, pi crores Arawz/ also crore a money^unit worth 10 
million rupees or 100 lakhs [Hindi karor] 

crosier, crazier /'krohzha/ n a staff resembling a shepherd’s crook 
earned by bishops as a symbol of office [ME eraser crosier bearer, fr MF 
crossier, fr crosse crosier, of Gmc ongin. akm to OE cryce crutch - more 
at crutch] 

'cross /kros/ n la an upnght stake with a transverse beam used, esp by 
the ancient Romans, for execution b often cap the cross (Mi which Jesus 
was crucified 2a the Crucifixion b an afliiction, trial 3 a figure or design 
consisting of an upnght bar intersected by a honzcmtal one; specif one 
used as a Chnstian emblem 4 a monument shaped like or surmounted by 
a cross (the market ^ > 5 a mark formed by 2 intersecting lines crossing 
at their midpoints that is used as a signature, to mark a position, to 
indicate that sthg is incorrect, or to indicate a kiss in a letter - compare 
'tick 2 6a badge, emblem, or decoration shaped hkc a cross 7a the 
crossing of dissimilar individuals, also the resultmg hybnd b sby who or 
sthg that combines charactenstics of 2 different types or individuals 8 a 
hook delivered over the opponent’s lead in boxing 9 the act of crossing 
the ball in soccer [ME, fr OE, fr ON or OIr; ON kross, fr (assumed) OIr 
cross, fr L cruc-, crux - more at ridge] - on the croas on the bias; 
diagonally 

’cross vt la to he or be situated across b to intersect 2 to make the sign 
of the cross on or over 3 to cancel by marking a cross on or drawing a 
line through 4 to place or fold crosswise <->- the arms) 5 to run counter 
to, oppose 6 to go across 7a to draw a line across < ^ one's t's> b to draw 

2 parallel lines across (a cheque) so that it can only be paid directly mto 
a bank account 8 to cause (an anunal or plant) to interbreed with one of 
a different kind; hybndize 9 to kick or pass (the ball) across the field in 
soccer, speaf from the wing into the goal area v/ 1 to move, pass, or 
extend across sthg - usu + over 2 of letters, travellers, etc to meet and 
pass 3 to interbreed, hybndize 4 to cross the ball in soccer - cross the 
floor of a member of parliament to transfer allegiance to the opposing 
part)' - crass swords to come into conflict - crass one's mind to occur 
to one 

’cross 4i1j 1 lying or moving across 2 mutually opposed <~ purposes) 

3 involving mutual interchange; reciprocal 4a irntable, grumpy b angry, 
annoyed 5 crossbred, hybnd - crassly adv, crossness n 

’cross adv not parallel; crosswise 

'cross, bar /-.bah/ n a transverse bar (c g between goalposts) 

'cross .bench n any of the benches in the House of Lords for members 
who belong to neither government nor opposition parties - usu pi ['crass] 

- crossbeneber n 

crossbill /'kros.bil/ n any of a genus of finches with strongly curved 
crossed mandibles that feed esp on the seeds of conifers 
crossbones /'kros.bohnz/ n pi 2 leg or arm bones placed or depicted 
crosswise - compare skull and crossbones 
crossbow /'kros.boh/ n a short bow mounted crosswise near the end of 
a wooden stock and used to fire bolts and stones - craadNiWBaB 
/-man/ n 

'cross.bred /-.bred/ adj hybnd; specif produced by interbreeding 2 pure 
but different breeds, strains, or vaneties - croadwed n 
''cross,braad vb 'croaabred vt to hybridize or cross (esp 2 varieties or 
breeds of the same species) n to undergo crossbreeding 
’crossbraad n a hybrid 

.cross-'buttock n a throw in which a wrestler pulls his oppement 
forwards over his hip 

.croBS-'check vb to check (information) for validity or accuracy by 
reference to more than 1 source - croaa-chack n 
'.croM-'country adj 1 proceeding over countryside and not by roads 2 
racing or travelling over the countryside instead of over a track or run - 
craaa-country adv 

’.croBB-'country n cross-country running, horse riding, etc 
'croMiOOurt /-.kawt/ adv or adj towards the diagonally opposite side of 
a tennis, basketball, etc court 

,croM-'cultural adj deahng with or drawing a comparison between 
different cultures 
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'crosscurrent A.kur»nt/ n a conflicting tendency - usu pi (pohn- 
cb ! ^s> 

'cross.CUt /-.kut/ vt to intersperse with contrasting images - croaa* 
cut A 

'crosSiCUt .saw a a saw designed to cut across the gram of wood - 
compare ripsaw 

'eross-.dresser a a transvestite 

crosse Aros/ n the long-handled netted stick used in lacrosse [F. lit . 
crosier - more at crosier] 

crossed Arost/ adj, of a telephone line connected in error to 2 or more 
telephones 

.cross-ex'amine vt to question closely (esp a witness in a law court) in 
order to check answers or elicit new information - crosa-examinatloo n, 
croas-examiuer n 

.cross-'eye a 1 a squint in which the eye turns towards the nose 2 pt 
eyes affected with cross-eye - crosseyed adj 

.cross-, fsrtil'i'xation, -intion a la fertilization by the joining of ova 
with pollen or sperm from a different individual - compare 
SELF-FERTILIZATION b cross-pollination 2 interaction, esp of a broaden- 
ing or productive nature > croat-fertilize /,- '— / vb 
'crosSifirs /-.fle-a/ a 1 firing from 2 or more points in crossing directions 
2 rapid or heated interchange 

.cross-'grsinsd adj 1 having the grain or fibres running diagonally, 
transversely, or irregularly 2 difficult to deal with; intractable 
'cross .hsir a a fine wire or thread seen through the eyepiece of an optical 
instrument and used as a reference mark 

.cross'hstch /•'hach/ vt to shade with a senes of intersecting parallel 
lines - croaa-hatchlng n 

'cross,hssd /-.hed/ n 1 a slidmg metal block between a piston rod and 
a connecting rod, esp in a steam engine 2 a centred headline, esp between 
paragraphs in a newspaper column 

crossing Arosing/ n 1 a traversing or travelling across 2a a place or 
structure (e g on a street or over a nver) where pedestnans or vehicles may 
cross b LEVEL CROSSING c a place where railway lines, roads, etc cross 
each ^her 

^crossing-'ovsr a the interchange of (segments oO genes between 
homologous chromosomes dunng meiotic cell division 
.cross-'laggsd /legid; also legd/ adv or adj 1 with legs crossed and 
knees spread wide apart <sar ^ on the floors 2 with one leg placed over 
and across the other 

'cross-.link a an atom, group, etc connecting parallel chains in a polymer 
or other complex chemical molecule - cross-link vb, eross-linkable adj, 
crosB-Unkate a 

, crocs 'multiply vt to find the 2 products obtained by multiplying the 
numerator of each of 2 fractions by the denominator of the other - cross 
Bultiplication /. — '-/ 

.cross of Lor'rsine /la'rayn, la'ren (Fr brcn)/ n a cross having 2 
horizontal crossbars intersecting the upright, one above and one below the 
middle of the upright, the upper crossbar being shorter than the lower 
SYMBOL [Lorraine, region in NE France] 
crosspstch /'kros.pach/ n a bad-tempered person - infml ['cross + 
patch (fool)] 

'crosspiscs /-.pees/ a a honzontal member (e g of a structure) 
crossply Aros,plie/ n or adj (a tyre) with the cords arranged crosswise 
to strengthen the tread 

oross-,polli'nstion a the transfer of pollen from one flower to the 
stigma of another - compare self-pollination - cross-poUinats vt 
.cross 'product a vector product 

.eross-'purposss n pi -at cross purposes having a mutual misunder- 
standing or deliberately conflicting approach 

.cross-rsi or vb mt- vi 1 to direct (a reader) from one page or entry (e g 
in a book) to another 2 to refer from (a secondary entry) to a main entry 
^viU} make a cross-reference 

\cross-'rsfsrsncs n an indication at one place (e g in a book or filing 
system) of the existence of relevant information at another place 
*^eross-'rtfsrsncs vb to cross-refer 

.cross-rs'sistsncs a tolerance (e g of bacteria) to a normally poisonous 
substance (e g an antibiotic) acquired by exposure to a chemi^ly related 
substance 

'on>ss.road /-.rohd/ a 1 the place where 2 or more roads intersect 2a 
a central meeting place <die •^aoftheworldj b a crucial point, esp where 
a decision must be made <ar a ^s in /ler career) USE usu pi with sing, 
meaning but sing, or pi in constr 

Vims%^tionA 1 (a drawing oO a surface made by cutting across sthg, 
esp at right angles to its length 2 the probability of an encounter between 


particles (resulting in a specified effect) (the ionization 3 a represen- 
tative sample <a ^ of societyy - cross-sectional /.- '— / adj 
'cros8-.stitch n (needlework using) a stitch m the shape of an X formed 
by crossing one stitch over another - cross-stitch vb 
'cross-, talk n 1 unwanted signals in a communication channel that come 
from another channel 2 Br rapid exchange of repartee (eg between 
comedians) 

'cross, trees /-treez/ n pi a pair of h^rontal crosspieces on a mast to 
which supporting ropes are attached — tf’ ship 
‘cross.ways /-.wayz/ adv crosswise, diagonally 
'cross,wlnd /-.wind/ n a wind blowing in a direction not parallel to the 
course of a vehicle, aircraft, etc 
cross wire n cross hair 

'Cr08s,wise /-.wiez/ adv so as to cross sthg; across (logs laid > 
‘cross, word .puzzle /’kros.wuhd/ n a puzzle in which words are 
entered in a pattern of numbered squares in answer to correspondmgly 
numbered clues in such a way that the words read across and down — ^ 
WORD 

crotch Aroch/ n 1 an angle formed where 2 branches separate off from 
a tree trunk 2 the angle between the inner thighs where they meet the 
human body [prob alter of crutch] - crotched adj 
crotchet Aroint/ n a musical note with the time value of half a minim 
or 2 quavers — music [ME crochet, lit , hook, fr MF - more at 
crochet] 

crotchety /krochiti/ adj bad-tempered (a old man} - infml 
[crotchet (idiosyncrasy)] - crotchetlness n 
croton Aroht(3)n/ n an E Indian plant yielding an oil formerly used as 
a drastic purgative, also a related plant of the spurge family [NL, genus 
name, fr Gk kroton castor-oil plant] 
crouch Arowch/ vt to lower the body by bending the legs [ME 
crouchen, perh fr MF crochir to become htxik-shaped, fr croche hook] - 
crouch n 

'croup Aroohp/ n the rump of a quadruped anatomy [ME croupe, 
fr OF, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG kropf craw - more at crop] 
^croup A a spasmodic laryngitis, esp of infants, marked by penods of 
diflicult breathing and a hoarse cough [E dial croup (to cry hoarsely, 
cough), prob of imit ongin] - croupous adj, crpupy adj 
croupier /'kroohpi*a, -ay/ n an employee o^ a gambling casino who 
collects and pays out bets at the gaming tables [F, lit , nder on the croup 
of a horse, fr croupe croup] 

crouton /'kroohton/ n a small cube of ensp toasted or fned bread served 
with soup or used as a garnish [F crouton, dim of croute crust, fr MF 
crouste] 

'crow /kroh/ n 1 the camon or hooded crow or a related large usu 
entirely glossy black bird 2 a crowbar [ME crowe, fr OE crawe-, akin to 
OHG krawa crow, OE crawan to crow] - as the crow flies in a straight 
line 

^row VI crowed, (/) crowed also crew /krooh/ 1 to make the loud shnll 
cry characteristic of a cock 2 esp of an infant to utter sounds of happiness 
or pleasure 3a to exult gloatingly, esp over another's misfortune b to brag 
exultantly or blatantly [ME crowen, fr OE crawan] 

*crow n 1 the characteristic cry of the cock 2 a triumphant cry 
crowbar /'kroh.bah/ n an iron or steel bar for use as a lever that is 
wedge-shaped at the working end ['crow f bar, prob fr the forked end, 
like a crow's foot, it sometimes has] 

crowbarry /'krohb(o)n/ n (the tasteless black berry of) any of several 
low shrubby evergreen plants, esp of arctic or mountainous regions 
'crowd Arowd/ vi 1 to press close (people ^ ing through the narrow 
gates} 2 to collect in numbers; throng ^ vt^, la to fill by pressing or 
thronging together (people ^ ed the half} b to/orce or thrust into a small 
- space <-ed books onto the shelves} 2 to pu^h, force <^ed us off the 
pavement} 3 to hoist more (sail) than usual fak greater speed > usu -i- on 
4 to press close to; jostle 5 to put pressure oil - infml [ME crouden, fr 
OE crudan-, akin to MHG kroten to crowd, OBorod multitude, MUgrvth 
curds] 

*crowdn sing or pi in constr 1 a large number of people gathered together 
without order; a throng 2 people in general * -i- the $ a large number 
of thinga close together and in disorder 4 a specified social group (the 
in -> 

crowdad Arowdid/ 1 filled with numerous people, things, or events 2 
pressed or foited mto a small space spectators} 
crowd out vt 1 to exclude by depriving of space or time 2 to fill to 
capacity by coming or collecting together 

'crowd, puller /-.poob/ n, chiefly Br sby or sthg that attracu large 
crowds - infml 
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crowfoot /'kroh.foot/ n, p/ crowfoots any of numerous plants, esp of the 
buttercup family, with lobed leaves shaped like a crow’s foot 
'crown /krown/ /i 1 a reward of victory or mark of honour; esp the title 
representing the championship in a sport 2 a (gold and jewel-encrusted) 
headdress worn as a symbol of sovereignty 3a the topmost part of the 
skull or head b the summit of a slope, mountain, etc c the upper pan 
of the foliage of a tree or shrub d the pan of a hat or cap that covers the 
crown of the head e (an artificial substitute for) the pan of a tooth visible 
outside the gum digestion 4 a wreath, band, or circular ornament 
for the head, esp worn as a symbol of victory 5 often cap a the sovereign 
as head of state, also sovereignty b the government under a constitutional 
monarchy 6 the high point or culmination 7a a Bntish com wonh 2S 
pence (formerly 5 shillings) b a size of paper usu 20 x ISin (508 X 
381mm) 8a a koruna b a krona c a krone 9 the pan of a flowenng plant 
at which stem and root merge [ME coroune, crowne, fr OF corone, fr L 
corona wreath, crown, fr Gk korone, akin to Gk koronos curved, L 
curvus, Mir cruind round] - crowned adj 
‘crown vt la to place a crown on the head of, esp as a symbol of 
investiture ed her queen^ b to recognize, usu officially, as (the leader 
in a panicular field) 2 to bestow sthg on as a mark of honour or reward 
3 to surmount, top, esp to put a draughtsman on top of (another 
draughtsman) to make a king 4 to bnng to a successful conclusion 5 to 
put an amficial crown on (a tooth) 6 to hit on the head - infml [ME 
corounen, fr OF coroner, fr L coronare, fr corona] 

.crown 'canopy n the cover formed by the topmost branches of trees 
in a forest 

.crown 'colony n, often cap C&C a colony of the Commonwealth over 
which the Bn(is> government retains some control 
.Crown 'Court n a local cnminal court in England and Wales having 
junsdiction over senous offences law 

.crown 'glass n a glass of relatively low refractive index and dispersion, 
used esp in lenses 

.crown 'green n a bowling green which slopes downwards slightly from 
Its centre to its outer edge 

.crown 'jewels /i p/ the jewels (c g crown and sceptre) belonging to a 
sovereign’s regalia 

.crown of 'thorns n a starfish of the Pacific region that is covered with 
long spines and feeds on the coral of coral reefs 
.crown 'prince n an heir apparent to a crown or throne 
.crown prin'cess n 1 the wife of a crown pnnee 2 a female heir 
apparent or heir presumptive to a crown or throne 
'crown .saw n a saw with teeth at the edge of a hollow cylinder that is 
used to cut circular holes 

'crow's-.foot n, pi 'crowV.feet 1 any of the wnnkles round the outer 
comers of the eyes - usu pi 2 crowfoot 

'crow's .nest n a panly enclosed high lookout platform (e g on a ship’s 
mast) 

'crow .step n corbie step architecture - crow stepped adj 
crozler /'krohzha/ n a crosier 
cruces /kroohseez/ pi of crux 

crucial /'kroohshal/ adj 1 important or essential to the resolving of a 
ensis, decisive 2 of the greatest importance or significance [F. fr L cruc-. 
crux cross - more at ridge] - crucially adv 

crucian /'kroohsh(3)n/, .crucisn 'carp n a European carp [modif of LG 
karuse, fr MHG karusse, fr Lith karus/s] 

crucible /kroohsibl/ n 1 a vessel for melting and calcining a substance 
at a very high temperature 2 a severe test [ME corusible, fr ML 
crucibulum, modif of OF croiseui] 

crucifer Aroohsifa/ n 1 a person who carnes a cross, esp ai ibe h«d 
of an ecclesiastical procession 2 any plant of the mustard family, 
including the cabbage, stock, cress, etc [denv of L cruc-, crux + -/er] - 
cruciferous Arooh'sii(a)ras/ adj 

crucifix Aroohsifiks/ n a representation of Chnst on the cross [ME, fr 
LL crucifixus the crucified Christ, fr crucifixus, pp of crucifigere to 
crucify, fr L cri/c-, crux 4 ftgere to fasten] 

crucifixion /,kroohsi'riksh(3)n/ n 1 the act of cmcifytng 2 cap the 
crucifying of Christ 

cruciform /'kroohsi,fawm/ adj forming or arranged in a cross [L cnic-, 
crux 4 E -form] - cruciformly adv 

crucify /'kroohsi jie/ vt 1 to execute by nailing or binding the hands and 
feet to a cross and leaving to die 2 to treat cruelly; torture, persecute [ME 
crucifien, fr OF crucifier, fr LL crucifigere] 

cruck Aruk/ n, Br either of a pair of curved timbers forming a main roof 
support and extending to the ground [ME crokke, prob var of crok 
crook] 


crud Arud/ n 1 a deposit or incrustation of filth, grease, etc - infml 2 
a disagreeable or contemptible substance or person - slang [ME curd, 
crudd] - cniddy adj 

'crude Aroohd/ adj 1 existing in a natural state and unaltered by 
processing 2 vulgar, gross 3 rough or inexpert in plan or execution 4 
tabulated without being broken down into classes death rate} [ME, 
fr L crudus raw - more at raw] - crudely adv, cnidencas n 
‘crude n a substance, esp petroleum, in its natural unprocessed state 
crudity /'kroohdati/ n 1 being crude 2 sthg crude 
cruel /'krooh-al/ady -ll- (NAm -1-, -II-) 1 liking to inflict pain or suffering, 
pitiless 2 causing suffenng; painful [ME, fr OF, fr L crudehs, irreg fr 
crudus] - cruelly adv, cruelness n 

'cruelty An/ n 1 being cruel 2 (an instance oO cruel behaviour (ME 
cruelte, fr OF cruelte, fr L crudelitat-, crudehtas, fr crudehs] 
cruet Arooh it/ n 1 a vessel to hold wine or water for the Eucharist 2 
a small usu glass bottle or jug that holds oil or vinegar for use at table 
3 a small container (e g a pot or shaker) for holding a condiment, esp salt, 
pepper, or mustard, at table 4 a set of cruets, usu on a stand [ME, fr AF. 
dim of OF crue, of Gmc ongin. akin to OE crocc crock] 

'cruise Aroohz/ vi 1 to travel by sea for pleasure 2 to go about or patrol 
the streets without any definite destination <a cruising taxi) Ja of an 
aircraft to fly at the most efficient operating speed hofa vehicle to travel 
at an economical speed that can be maintained for a long distance 4 to 
make progress easily 5 to search (eg in public places) for an esp 
homosexual partner - slang [D kruisen to make a cross, cruise, fr MD 
crucen, fr cruce cross, fr L cruc-, crux - more at ridge] 

‘cruise n an act or instance of cruising, esp a sea voyage for pleasure 
'cruise .missile n a long-distance low-flying missile that is supported in 
flight by aerofoils, is guided by an inbuilt computenzed navigation system, 
and typically carnes a nuclear warhead 

cruiser Akrooh/V n 1 cabin cruiser 2 a large fast lightly armoured 
warship ['cruise ♦ *-er] 

'cruiser, weight /-.wayt/ n a professional boxer who weighs between 
12st 71b (about 79 4kg) and 13st 81b (almost 86 2kg) 

'crumb Arum/ n 1 a small fragment, esp of bread 2 a small amount <a 
^ of comfort) 3a (loose crumbly soil or other matenal resembling) the 
soft part of bread inside the crust b a small lump consistmg of soil 
particles 4 a worthless person - slang [ME crumme, fr OE cruma-, akin 
to MHG krume crumb] 

‘crumb W 1 to break up into crumbs 2 to cover or thicken with 
crumbs 

'crumble /'krumbl/ vb cnimbling Akrumbling/ to break or fall mto small 
pieces, disintegrate - often + away [alter of ME kremelen, freq of OE 
gecrymian to crumble, fr cruma] - crumbly Akrumbli/ adj 
‘crumble n a dessert of stewed fruit topped with a crumbly mixture of fat, 
flour, and sugar 

crumbs Arumz/ inteij, chiefly Br - used to express surpnse or conster- 
nation; infml [euphemism for Chnst] 

crumhorn, krummhom Akrum,hawn/ n a Renaissance woodwind 
instrument with a double reed and a hooked tube [G krummhom, fr 
krumm crooked f horn horn] 

crummy, crumby Aknimi/ adj 1 miserable, filthy 2 of poor quality, 
worthless USE slang [ME crumme crumb] 

'crump /krump/ vi 1 to crunch 2 to explode heavily [imit] 

‘crump n 1 a crunching sound 2 a shell, bomb - infml 
crumpet Akrumpit/ o 1 a small round cake made from an unsweetened 
leavened batter that is cooked on a griddle and usu toasted before serving 
2 Br women collectively as sexual objects - slang <a piece of •^) [perh 
fr ME crompid (cake) wafer, lit., curled-up cake, fr crumped, pp of 
crumpen to curl up, fr crump, crumb crooked] 

'crumple Akmmpl/ vb crumpliiig Arumphng/ vt to press, bend, or crush 
out of shape, rumple '^vi 1 to become crumpled 2 to collapse <ber pee 
^d at the news) - often 4 up [(assumed) ME crumplen, freq of ME 
crumpen] 

‘crumple n a wrinkle or crease made by crumpling 
'crunch Arunch/ vb 1 to chew or bite (sthg) with a noisy crushing sound 
2 to (cause to) make a crushing sound 3 to make (one's way) with a 
crushing sound [alter, of craunch, prob of imit ongin] 

‘crunch n 1 an act or sound of crunching 2 the critical or decisive 
situation or moment - infml 
crunchy Akrunchi/ adj crisp, brittle - ervnehiaett n 
crupper Arupa/ n a leather loop passing under a horse’s tail and buckled 
to the saddle to prevent the saddle from slipping forwards [ME cruper, 
fr OF crupiere, fr croupe hindquarten] 
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crural Arooonl/ ndj of the thigh or leg; specif femoral [L cmr-. crus 

crusade /krooh'sayd/ n 1 cap any of the medieval Chrisuan military 
expeditions to win the Holy Land from the Muslims 2 a reforming 
enterprise undertaken with zeal and enthusiasm [blend of MF croisade 
and Sp cruzada; both derivs of L cruc-, crux cross] - cmsade vr 
crusa Aroohz, kroohs/ n a small earthenware jar or pot for holding oil, 
water, etc [ME; akin to OE cruse pitcher] 

'crush Arush/ w 1 to alter or destroy the structure of by pressure or 
compression 2 to reduce to particles by pounding or grinding 3 to 
subdue, overwhelm <-- cd the revolt} (a — ing remark} 4 to crowd, push 
'^vi to become crushed (^eggshells -- easily} [ME crusshen, fr MF 
cruisir, of Gmc ongin; akin to MLG krossen to crush] - eniahablc adj, 
enuher n 

*crush I) 1 a crowding together, esp of many people 2 (the object oO an 
intense usu brief infatuation - infinl 
'crush .barrier n a bamer erected to control crowds 
crust Anist/ n la the hardened exterior of bread b a piece of this or of 
bread grown dry or hard 2 the pastry cover of a pie 3a a hard or brittle 
surface layer (e g of soil or snow) b the outer rocky layer of the earth c 
a deposit built up on the inside of a wine bottle during long aging d a hard 
deposit (on the skin); esp a scab 4 a superficial hardness of behaviour 
(^break through her of reserve} [ME, fr L crusta-, akin to OE hruse 
earth, Gk kryos icy cold] - crust vb, crustal adj 
crustscean Aru'staysh(a)n/ n, pi crustaceans, Crustacea /-sha/ any of 
a large class of mostly aquatic arthropods with a carapace, a pair of 
appendages on each segment, and 2 pairs of antennae, including the 
lobsters, crabs, woodlice, etc [NL Crustacea, group name, fr neut pi of 
crustaceus] > crustacean adj 

crustaceoua Ani'stayshas/ adj of, having, or forming a crust or shell, 
of or being a crustacean [NL crustaceus, fr L crusts crust, shell] 
crusted Arustid/ adj covered with or having formed a crust 
crusty Arusti/ adj 1 having a hard well-baked crust 2 surly, uncivil ~ 
crustily adv, crustiaess n 

crutch Anich/ n la a staff of wood or metal typically fitting under the 
armpit to support a disabled person in walking b a prop, stay 2 the crotch 
of an animal or human 3 the part of a garment that covers the human 
crotch [ME crucche, fr OE crycc\ akin to OHG krucka crutch, OE cradol 
cradle] 

crux Aruks, krooks/ n, pi cmxes also cruces Arooh,seez/ 1 a puzzling « 
or difficult problem 2 an essential or decisive point<rhe of the matter} 

[L cruc-, crux cross, torture - more at ridge] 

,crux an'sata /an'sayta/ n. pi cruces ansatne Mi/ an ankh [NL, lit , 
cross with a handle] 

cruzairo Arooh'zearoh/ n, pi cruzeiros Brazil at nationality 

IPrI 

'cry Arie/ vi 1 to call loudly; shout (e g in fear or pain) 2 to weep, sob 
3 of a bird or animal to utter a characteristic sound or call 4 to require 
or suggest strongly a remedy - usu + out for, infml vt 1 to utter loudly; 
shout 2 to proclaim publicly; advertise <'« their wares} [ME crien, fr 
OF crier, fr L gumtare to cry out for help (from a atizen), to scream, fr 
Quirit^, Quiris Roman citizen] - cry over spilt milk to express vain regrets 
for what cannot be recovered or undone - cry wolf to raise a false alarm 
and risk the possibility that a future real need will not be taken seriously 

- for crying out loud used to express exasperation and annoyance; 
infml 

*cry n 1 an inarticulate utterance of distress, rage, pain, etc 2 a lout^out 
3 a watchword, slogan <‘dear/i to the invader* was the -^} 4 a general 
public demand or complamt 5 a spell of weeping (^have a good ^} 6 the 
characteristic sound or call of an animal or bird 7 pursuit - in in full 
cry 

cry- Arie*/, eryo- comb form cold; low temperature; freezing (cryogea} 
[G kryo-, fr Gk, fr kryos - more at crust] 

'ery.baby /-,baybi/ 1 ? one who cries or complains too easily or frequently 

- infinl 

cry down vt to disparage, depreciate 
crying /'kneeing/ adj calling for notice <a — shame} 
cry off vr to call off (e g an agreement) vi , chiefly Br to withdraw, 
BACK OUT 

cryogon /Icrieojan/ n a substance used in producing low temperatures; 
a refrigerant 

cryogenic /JuieVjenik/ adj of, involving, or being (the production oO 
very low temperatures > cryocaiically adv 
^.cryo'genlce n pi but stag or plin constr the physics of the production 
and effects of }kry low temperatures 


cryolite /'krie-a.Iiet/ n a mineral consisting of sodium-aluminium fluor- 
ide, found in Greenland and used in making soda and aluminium 
[ISV] 

cryoatet Ane-a^tat/ n an apparatus for maintaining a constant low 
temperature [ISV] 

cryosurgery /.kne-oh'suhj(a)n/ n surgery in which extreme chilling is 
used to destroy or cut tissue - cryosurgical adj, cryosurgeoa 

n 

crypt Anpt/ n a chamber (e g a vault) wholly or partly underground; esp 
a vault under the mam floor of a church [L crypta, fr Gk krypte, fr fern 
of kryptos hidden, fr kryptem to hide; akin to ON hreysar heap of stones, 
Lith krautt to pile up] - cryptal adj 

crypt- Aript-/ , crypto- comb form 1 hidden, obscure <cryptogc/iic> 2 
secret; unavowed <crypto/asc'i5r> [NL, fr Gk kryptos] 
cryptic Anptik/ adj 1 secret, occult 2 intended to be obscure or 
mysterious 3 serving to conceal coloration in animals} 4 making use 
of cipher or code [LL crypticus, fr Gk kryptikos, fr kryptos] - cryptically 
adv 

crypto Ariptoh/ n, pi cryptos one who supports or belongs secretly to 
a party, sect, or other group [crypt-] 
cryptocryatalline /.knpu'kristl.ien/ adj having minute crystals distin- 
guishable only under the microscope [ISV] 
cryptogam /knpta.gam/ n a plant (e g a fern, moss, or fungus) repro- 
ducing by means of spores and not producing flowers or seed [denv of 
Gk kryptos + -gamia -gamy] - cryptogamic Aknpia'gamik/ adj. cryp- 
togamous Anp'togamas/ adj 

cryptogenic /.knpta'jemk/ adj of obscure or unknown origin (a ^ 
disease} 

cryptogram /'kript3,gram/ n a communication in cipher or code [F 
cryptogramme, fr crypt- 4 -gramme -gram] - cryptogrammic /-’gramik/ 
adj 

cryptography /knp'tografi/ n 1 secret wnting, cryptic symbolization 
2 the preparation of cryptograms, ciphers, or codes [NL cryptographia, 
fr crypt- + -graphia -graphy] - cryptographer n, cryptographic 
/.knpu'graflk/ adj 

'crystal /'knsll/ n 1 (almost) transparent and colourless quartz 2 slhg 
resembling crystal in transparency and col 9 urlessness 3 a chemical 
substance in a form that has a regularly repeating internal arrangement 
of atoms and often regularly arranged external plane faces 4 (an object 
made oO a clear colourless glass of superior quality 5 the transparent 
cover over a watch or clock dial 6 an electronic component containing 
crystalline matenal used as a frequency-determining element [ME cnstal, 
fr OF, fr L crystallum, fr Gk krystallos icc, crystal] 

^crystal adj 1 consisting of or resembling crystal; clear, lucid 2 relating 
to or using a crystal <a ~ microphone} 

.Ciystal 'ball n 1 a usu crystal sphere traditionally used by fortune-tellers 
2 a means or method of predicting future events 
.crystal 'clear adj perfectly clear 

'crystal .gazing n 1 the art or practice of concentrating on a crystal ball 
to aid divination 2 the attempt to predict future events or make difllcull 
judgments, esp without adequate data - crystal gazer n 
cryatall-, crystallo- comb form crystal <crystalli/erou5> [Gk krystal- 
los] 

crystalline /'knsU.ien/ adj composed of crystal or crystals [ME cnstal- 
lin, fr MF & L; MF. fr L crystallinus, fr Gk krystallinos, fr krystallos] 
- cryatalUnity /-'inati/ n 

cryatalline lens n the lens of the eye in vertebrates 
crystallite /’knstl,iet/ n a minute unspeafic lilineral form, esp in glassy 
volcanic rocks, that marks the first step in crystallization [G kristalht, fr 
Gk krystallos] - cryatalUtic /-'itik/ adj 

crystaIMze, -isc also cryatal lze, -Ise /'knstl.ifz/ vt 1 to cause to form 
crystals or assume crystalline form 2 to cause to take a definite form 
<(ried to - his thoughts} 3 to coat (e g fruit) with (sugar) crystals ^ vi 
to become crystallized - cryatalllzable adj, criratallized adj, crystallizer 
ii, crystallizatloii /-ie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

crystfitlography /.kristrografi/ n the scicnOe dealing with the forms 
and structures df crystals - crystallograpbcr n, crystallographic 
Aa'grafut/, crystallograpbical adj, crystallographically adv 
cryatallcHd /'knstl.oyd/ n a substance that forms a true solution and is 
capable of being crystallized - compare colloid la > crystalloid, 
cryttalloMal /-'oydl/ adi 
cry up vt to praise highly; extol 

ctenoid /'te(e)noyd/ adj (having or consisting of scales) with a toothed 
margin <a ^ fish} [ISV, fr Gk ktenoddes, fr kten-, kteis comb - more 
at pectinate] 
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ctenophore /'tenafaw/ n any of a phylum of sea animals supeificially 
resembling jellyHshes but swimming by means of 8 bands of thin flat 
cilia-bearing plates (dcriv of Gk kten-, kteis + pherem to carry - more 
at ^bfar] - ctenophoran /ti'nofaran/ adj 
cuadrilla Awah'dree(l)ya/ n sing or pi m constr the team helping the 
matador m a bullPight [Sp, dim. of cuadra square, fr L quadra] 
cub Aub/ n 1 the young of a flesh-eating mammal (e g a bear or lion) 
2 an inexpenenced newspaper reporter 3 cub scout [origin 
unknown] 

.Cuban 'heel Ayoohban/ n a broad medium-high heel on a shoe or boot 
[Cuba, island in the W Indies] 

cubbing /'kubing/ n, Br the hunting of young foxes [cub + -mg] 
cubby /'kubi/, 'cubby, hole /-.hohl/ n a snug or cramped space [obs cub 
(cattle-pen), fr D kub thatched roof; akin to OE cofa den - more at 
'covf] 

'cube /kyoohb/ n la the regular solid of 6 equal square sides b a block 
of anything so shaped <a bouillon ^ > 2 the product got by multiplying 
together 3 equal numbers [ME, fr I. cubus, fr Gk kybos cube, vertebra 
- more at 'Hir] 

’cube vt 1 to raise to the third power 2 to cut into cubes - cubcr n 
cubeb /'kyooh.beb/ n the dned unnpc berry of a tropical shrub of the 
pepper family formerly used in medicine, csp as a unnary antiseptic [MF 
cubebc, fr OF, fr ML cubcba, fr Ar kubabah] 

.cube 'root n a number whose cube is a given number 
cubic Ayoohbik/ adj 1 cube-shaped 2 of or being a crystal system 
charactenzed by 3 equal axes at nght angles 3a three-dimensional b 
being the volume of a cube whose edge is a specified unit metre} 4 
of or invoking v-erms oO the third power or order - cubicly adv, cubic 
n, cubically adv 

cubical /'kyoohbikl/ adj cubic; esp shaped like a cube - cubically adv 
cubicle /'kyoohbikl/ n 1 a sleeping compartment partitioned off from a 
large room 2 a small partitioned space or compartment [L cubiculum, 
fr cubare to he, recline - more at ^hip] 
cubiform /'kyoohbi,fawm/ adj cube-shaped [L cubus + E -form] 
cubism /'kyooh,biz(3)m/ n a 20th-c art movement that stresses abstract 
form, esp by displaying several aspects of the same object simultaneously 
[F cubisme, fr cube f -tsme -ism] - cubist n, cubist, cubistic 
Ayooh'bistik/ adj 

cubit Ayoohbit/ n any of various ancient units of length based on the 
length of the forearm from the elbtiw to the tip of the middle finger 3** 
UNIT [ME, fr L cubitum elbow, cubit - more at 'hip] 
cuboid /kyoobboyd/ adj (being one of the tarsal bones of many higher 
animals that is) approx cube-shaped - cuboid n, cuboidal Ayooh'boydl, 
'-/ 

'cub .scout n a member of the most junior section of the (British) Scout 
movement 

'cucking .stool /'kuking/ n a seat to which culprits were formerly tied 
to be pelted, jeered at, or plunged into water [ME cucking stol, lit , 
defecating chair] 

'cuckold Aukohld, 'kookohid/ n a man whose wife is adulterous [ME 
cokewold, prob denv of OF cucuault, fr cucu cuckoo] 

’cuckold vt to make a cuckold of (a husband) - cuckoldcr n, cuck- 
oldry n 

'cuckoo /"kookooh/ n, p! cuckoos 1 (any of a large family of birds 
including) a greyish brown European bird that lays its eggs in the nests 
of other birds which hatch them and rear the ofTspnng 2 the character- 
istic call of the cuckoo [ME cuccu, of imit ongin] 

’cuckoo adj deficient in sense or intelligence, silly ~ infml 
'cuckoo .clock n a clock that announces the hours by sounds resembling 
a cuckoo's call 

'cuckoo, flower /-.flowa/ n a European and American usu 
lilac-flowered plant of the mustard family, that grows in wet places 
'CUCkoo.pl nt /-.pient/ n a European arum that has a large pale green 
leaflike bract surrounding a spike of dense tiny purple flowers, and bears 
a cluster of red berries as f^ruit [ME cuccupintel, fr cuccu f pintel 
pintle] 

'cuckoo .spit n (a frothy secretion exuded on plants by the larva oO a 
froghopper 

cucumber Ayoohkumbo/ n (a climbing plant with) a long green edible 
fruit cultivated as a garden vegetable and eaten esp in salads [ME, fr MF 
cocombre, fr L cucumer-, cucumis] 

'cucumber .tree n any of several American magnolias whose fruit 
resembles a small cucumber 

cucurbit Ayooh'kuhbit/ n a plant of the cucumber family [ME cucur- 
bite, fr MF, fr L cucurbits gourd] 


cud Aud/ n food brought up into the mouth by a ruminating animal from 
Its first stomach to be chewed again [ME cudde, fr OE cwudu: akin to 
OHG kuti glue, Skt Jatu gum] 

cudbear /'kud.bea/ n a reddish dye obtained from lichens [irreg fr 
Cuthben Gordon, 1 8th-c Sc chemist] 

'cuddle /'kudl/ vb cuddling Audling, Icudl-ing/ vt to hold close for 
warmth or comfort or in affection vi to lie close; nestle, snuggle [origin 
unknown] 

’cuddle n an act of cuddling 
'cuddlesome /-s(i)m/ adj cuddly 
cuddly /'kudh, 'kudl i/ adj suitable for cuddhng; lovable 
'cuddy /'kudl/ n a small cabin or shelter under a boat’s foredeck [ongin 
unknown] 

’cuddy, cuddle n, dial Br 1 a donkey 2 a blockhead [perh fr Cuddy, 
nickname for Cuthbert] 

'cudgel /’kujfa)!/ n a short heavy club [ME kuggel, fr OE cycgel\ akin 
to MHG kugele ball, OE cot hut - more at ‘cor] 

’cudgel vt -IL {NAm -IN), /'kujl ing/ to beat (as iQ with a cudgel 
cudweed Aud.weed/ n any of several composite plants with silky or 
woolly foliage 

'cue Ayooh/ n la a signal to a performer to begin a specific speech or 
action b sthg serving a comparable purpose, a hint 2 a feature of sthg 
that determines the way in which it is perceived [prob fr qu, abbr (used 
as a direction in actors’ copies of plays) of L quando when] 

’cue vt cuing, cueing to give a cue to; prompt 

’cue n a leather-tipped tapenng rod for sinking the ball in billiards, 
snooker, etc [F queue, lit., tail, fr L cauda] 

*cue vb cuing, cueing vt to stnke with a cue w to use a cue 
'cue .bail n the ball in billiards, snooker, etc that is struck by a cue 
cuesta Awesta/ n a hill or ndge with a steep face on one side and a 
gentle slope on the other [Sp, fr L costa side, nb - more at coast] 
'cuff Auf/ /I 1 a fold or band at the end of a sleeve which encircles the 
wrist 2 a tumed-up hem of a trouser leg 3 a handcuff - usu pi, infml 
[ME, glove, mitten] - cuffless adj - oft the cuff without preparation 
’cuff vt to stnke, esp (as if) with the palm of the hand [perh fr obs cuff 
(glove), fr ME] 

’cuff n a blow with the hand, esp when open; a slap 
'cuff .link n a usu ornamental device consisting of 2 linked parts used to 
fasten a shin cuff 

cuffuffle Aa'fufl/ n, Br a fuss, rumpus - infml [E dial. (Sc) curfuffle 
disorder, agitation] 

cui bono /.kwee Imnoh/ n a pnnciple that probable responsibility for an 
act or event lies with sby having sthg to gam [L, to whose advan- 
tage?} 

cuirass /kwi'ras/ n a piece of armour consistuig of a (joined backplate 
aud) breastplate [ME curas, fr MF curasse, fr LL coreacca, fern of 
coreaceus leathern, fr L conum skin, leather; akin to OE heortha deerskin, 
L cortex bark, Gk keirein to cut - more at shear] 
cuirassier /.kwira'sia/ n a cavalry soldier wearing a cuirass 
cuish Awish/ n a cuisse 

cuisine Awi'zeen/ n a manner of preparing or cooking food; also the 
food prepared [F, lit., kitchen, fr LL coquina - more at kitchen] 
cuisse /lewis, kwees/ n a piece of armour for the front of the thigh [ME 
cusseis, pi, fr MF cuissaux, pi of cuissel, fr cuisse thigh, fr L coxa hip - 
more at coxa] 

cul-de-sac Aul di ,sak/ n, pi cula-de-sac /~/ also cul-de-aaca /saks/ 
1 an (anatomical) pouch or tube with only 1 opening 2 a street, usu 
residential, closed at 1 end [F, lit., bottom of the bag] 
culinary /*kulin(3)ri/ adj of the kitchen or cookery [L culinarius, fr 
culina kitchen - more at kiln] 

'cull Aul/ vt 1 to select from a group; choose 2 to identify and remove 
the rejects from (a flock, herd, etc) 3 to control the size of a population 
of (animals) by killing a limited number [ME cuUen, fr MF cuillir, fr L 
colUgere to bind together - more at 'collect] - culler n 
’cull n 1 culling 2 a culled animal 
cullender Aulanda/ n a colander 
'culm Aulm/ n 'slack [ME] 

’culm n the stem of a grass or other monocotyledonous plant [L cuhnus 
suilk - more at haulm] 

culminant /'kulminant/ adj, of a cekstui body on the meridian 
culminate /'kulminayt/ vi I of a celestial body to be at the meridian; 
be directly overhead 2 to reach the highest or a climactic or dedsive point 
- often f in [ML culminatus, pp of culminare, fr LL, to crown, fr L 
culmin-, culmen top - more at hill] - culninstion /-'naysh(a)n/ n 
culottes Aoo'lots/ n pi short trousers having the appearance of a skirt 
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and worn by women garment [F cuJottc breeches, fr dim. of cul 
backside, fr L cu/us] • culotte »dj 

culpable Aulpsbl/ adj meriting condemnation or blame < ~ negligence^ 
[ME coupaMe, fr MF. fr L culpabilis, fr culpare to blame, fr culpa guilt] 
- cnlpaUcneM n, culpably adv, culpability A'bilati/ n 
culprit Aulprit/ n one guilty of a crime or a fault [AF cul (abbr of 
' culpable guilty) -f piest, pnt ready (i e to prove it), fr L praestus - more 
at presto] 

cult Ault/ tt 1 (the body of adherents of) a a system of religious beliefs 
and ritual </Ae ^ of the Virgin Mary} b a religion regarded as unortho- 
dox or spurious 2 (a group marked by) great devotion, often regarded as 
a fad, to a person, idea, or thing [F & L; F culte, fr L cultus care, 
adoration, fr cultus, pp of colere to cultivate - more at wheel] - cultic 
a^l, cnltisn n, cultiat n 

cultivar /'kulti.vah, -.veo/ n an organism of a kind originating and kept 
under cultivation [cultivated + variety] 

cultivate Aultivayt/ vt 1 to prepare or use (land. soil, etc) for the 
growing of crops; also to break up the soil about (growing plants) 2a to 
foster the growth of (a plant or crop) b culture 2a c to improve by 
labour, care, or study; r^ine the mind} 3 to further, encourage 
a friendship} [ML cultivatus, pp of cultivate, fr cultivus cultivable, fr L 
cultus, pp] - cultivatable adj, cultivation /•'vaysh(a)n/ n 
'cultivate adj refined, educated 

cultivator Aultivayta/ n an implement to break up the soil (while crops 
are growing) (cultivate + ‘-or] 

'culture Aulcha/ n 1 cultivation, tillage 2 the development of the mind, 
esp by education 3a enlightenment and excellence of taste acquired by 
intellectual and aesthetic training b intellectual and artistic enlighten- 
ment as distinguished from vocational and technical skills 4a the socially 
transmitted pattern of human behaviour that includes thought, speech, 
action, institutions, and artefacts b the customary beliefs, social forms, 
etc of a racial, religious, or social group 5 (a product of) the cultivation 
of living cells, tissue, viruses, etc in prepared nutnent media [ME, fr MF, 
fir L cu/furu, fr cultus, pp] - cultural adj, culturally adv 
*culturt ft 1 to cultivate 2a to grow (bacteria, viruses, etc) in a culture 
b to start a culture from a specimen of unne} 
cultured Aulchad/ adj cultivated 

cultured pearl n a natural pearl grown under controlled conditions and 
usu induced by uisertmg a foreign body into the mouth of the oyster 
'culture .shock n psychological and social disorientation caused by 
confrontation with a new or alien culture 

'cultur^.vulture n one who has an avid though uncntical interest in 
culture - humor 

cultus Aultas/ tt a cult [L, adoration] 

culverin Aulvarin/ n 1 an early musket 2 a long cannon of relatively 
light construction used in the 16th and 17th c [ME, fr MF couleuvnne, 
ft couleuvre snake, fr L colubra] 

culvert Aulvat/ n a construction that allows water to pass over or under 
an obstacle (e g a road or canal) [origin unknown] 
cum Aum/ prep with; combined with; along with (^lounge ^ dining 
room} [L; akin to L com- - more at co] 

cumber Aumba/ vr 1 to clutter up; hamper 2 to burden USE fml [ME 
cumbren] 

'cumbersome /•s(a)m/ adj unwieldy because of heaviness and bulk - 

cumberaonely adv, aunberaonienesa n 

cumbrous Aumbras/ adj cumbersome - cumbrously adv, cumbrous- 

cumin Aumin, 'kyoohmin/ n a plant of the carrot family cultivated for 
its aromatic seeds used as a flavouring [ME, fr OE cymen; akin to OHG 
kumih cumin; both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr L cuminum, 
fr Ok kyminon, of Sem origin] 

cummerbund Auma.bund/ n a broad waistsash worn esp with men’s 
fcxmal evening wear [Hindi kamarband, fr Per, fr kamar waist 
told] 

cumquet Aumjcwot/ n a kumquat 

cumul- Ayoohmyool-/, cumuli-, cumulo- comb form cumulus and 
<cumulocfiTiis> [NL, fr L cumulus] 

cumulete Ayoohmyoolayt/ vt to accumulate [L cumulatus, pp of 
cumulare, ft cumulus mass] > cmnulate adj, cumulation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 
cumulative Ayoohmyoolativ/ adj la made up of accumulated parts b 
increasiiig by successive additions 2 formed by adding new material of 
die same kind <a book index} - cumulatively adv, ciimulatlve- 

CUnHdontmbue /Jcyoohmyoololi'nimbM/ n a cumulus cloqd formation 


often in the shape of an anvil, emending to great heights and charactenstic 
of thunderstorm conditions — weather [NL] 

.cumulo'stratus /-'strahtas/ n a cumulus cloud formation with a 
horizontal base [NL] 

cumulus Ayoohmyoobs/ n, pi cumuli /-he. -It/ a massive cloud 
formation with a flat base and rounded outlines often piled up like a 
mountain ^3" weather [NL, fr L] 
cuneate Ayoohm-at, -ayt/ adj having a narrow tnangular shape with 
the smallest angle towards the ba.se <fl ^ leaf} plan i [L cuneatus, 
fr cuneus wedge; akin to Skt sula spear] - cuneately adv 
'cuneiform /'kyoohni.fawm/ adj 1 wedge-shaped 2 composed of or 
wntten in the wedge-shaped characters used in ancient Assyrian, Babylo- 
nian, and Persian inscriptions <- alphabet} (prob fr F cunei forme, fr 
MF, fr L cuneus 4 MF -iforme -iform] 

’cuneiform n 1 cuneiform wnting 2 a cuneiform part 
cunnilinctus /.kuni'lingktas/ n cunnilingus [NL, fr L cunnus vulva t 
linctus act of licking, fr pp of lingere to lick - more at lick] 
.cunni'lingus /-'hng gas/ n oral stimulation of the vulva or clitoris [NL. 

fr L, one who licks the vulva, fr cunnus + lingere] 

'cunning Auning/ 1 dexterous, ingenious 2 devious, crafty 3NAm 
prettily appealing; cute [ME, fr prp of can know] - cunningly adv, 
cunningness n 
’cunning n craft, slyness 

cunt /kunt/ n 1 the female genitals 2 sexual intercourse - used by men 
3 Br an unpleasant person USE vulg [ME cunte, akin to MLG kunte 
female pudenda, MHG kotze prostitute] 

'cup Aup/ n 1 a small open drinking vessel that is usu bowl-shaped and 
has a handle on I side 2 the consecrated wine of the Communion 3 that 
which comes to one in life (as lO by fate <— of happiness} 4 (a 
competition or championship with) an ornamental usu metal cup offered 
as a prize 5a sthg resembling a cup b either of 2 parts of a garment, esp 
a bra, that are shaped to fit over the breasts 6 any of various usu alcoholic 
and cold dnnks made from mixed ingredients (cider ^} - compare 
"punch 7 the capacity of a cup, specif, chiefly NAm cupfui 2 8 the 
symbol u indicating the union of 2 sets - compare cap 7 [ME cuppe, fr 
OE; akin to OHG kopf cup; both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed 
fr LL cuppa cup, alter of L cupa tub, akin to OE hyfhwe] -- cuplike adj 
- in one's cups ^drunk 1 

’cup vt -pp- 1 to treat or draw blood from by cupping 2 to form into the 
shape of a cup <^ped his hands} 

cupboard Akubad/ n a shelved recess or freestanding piece of furniture 
with doors, for storage of utensils, food, clothes, etc [ME cupbord, fr 
cuppe cup + bord board, table] 

'cupboard .love n insincere love professed for the sake of gam 
cupel Ayoohpl, kyoo'pel/ vt or n -II- (NAm -II-, -1-), /'kyoohpl ing, 
kyoo'peling/ (to refine or test for punty in) a small shallow porous usu 
bone-ash cup used to separate precious metals from lead [F coupelle, dim 
of coupe cup. fr LL cuppa] - cupeller n, cupellation 
/,kyoohp3'laysh(9)n/ n 

cupful Akupf(a)l/ n, pi cupftils also cupsful 1 as much as a cup will hold 
2 chiefly NAm a unit of measure equal to 8fl oz (about 0 231) 
unit 

Cupid /'kyoohpid/ n 1 the Roman god of erotic love 2 not cap a 
representation of Cupid as a winged naked boy often holding a bow and 
arrow [L Cupido, fr cupido desire, fr cupeit to desire] 
cupidity Ayooh'piddti/ n inordinate desire for wealth, avarice, greed 
[ME cupidite, fr MF cupidite, fr L cupidjtat-, cupiditas - more at 
covet] 

Cupid's bow n (the shape, used esp to describe the upper lip. oO a bow 
formed from 2 convexly curved pieces of mftal, wood, etc 
.cup of 'tea n sthg one likes or is suited to;,- infml 
cupola Ayoohpab/ n 1 a small domed structure built on top of a roof 
2 a vertical cylindrical furnace for melting pi| iron [It. fr L cupula, dim 
of cupa tub] 

cuppa Aupo/ n, chiefly Br a cup of tea - mfml [short for cuppa tea, 
pronunciation spelling of cup of tea] 

cupping /'kuping/ n the application to the skin of a previously heated 
glass vessel, in which a partial vacuum develops, in order to draw blood 
to the surfbpe (e g for bleeding) 

cupr-, enpri-, enpro- comb form copper <cupn/b/oi/s>; copper and 
(cupronickef} [LL cuprum - more at ‘copper] 
cuprammonium rayon /.kyoohpra'mohnyaro. -ni>am/ n a rayon 
made from cellulose dissolved in an ammonia-containing copper sol- 
ution 
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cupreous /'kyoohpn-ss/ adj containing or resembling copper; coppery 
[LL cupreus, fr cuprum] 

cupric /'kyoohpnk/ adj of or containing (bivalent) copper 
cuprite Ayoohpnet/ n red copper oxide occurnng as a mineral [G 
kupnt, fr LL cuprum] 

.cupro-'nickei /kyoohproh/ n an alloy of usu 7 parts of copper and 3 
parts of nickel used esp in Bntish silver coins 
cuprous Ayoohpras/ adj of or containing (univalent) copper 
'cup*, tie n a match in a knockout competition for a cup 
cupule /'kyoohpyoohl/ n a cup-shaped anatomical structure [NL 
cupula^ fr LL. dim. of L cupa tub - more at cup] 
cur Auh/ n 1 a mongrel or infenor dog 2 a surly or cowardly fellow 
[ME, short for curdogge, fr (assumed) ME curren to growl f ME dogge 
dog; akin to OE cran crane] 

Curasao also cura^ Ayooara'sow. -'soh, '— / n a liqueur flavoured with 
the peel of bitter oranges [D cura^o, fr Curasao, island in the Nether- 
lands Antilles] 

curacy /'kyooarasi/ n the (term oQ ofTice of a curate 
curare, curari Ayoo'rahn/ n a dned extract of a climbing plant that 
contains the drug tubocuranne, used in arrow poisons by S Amencan 
Indians and in medicine to produce mu.scular relaxation [Pg & Sp curare, 
fr Carib kurari] 

curarine Ayoo'rahnn, -reen/ n any of several alkaloids found in 
curare 

curarize, -ise Ayoo'rahnez/ vt to treat (as lO with curare, esp so as to 
produce muscular relaxation (e g in surgery) - curarization 
Ayoo.rahn'zaysh(9)n/ n 

curate /'kyoodi'r;»‘ ^ n a clergyman serving as assistant (e g to a rector) in 
a pansh [ME, clergyman, fr ML curat us, fr cura cure of souls, fr L, 
care] 

curate's egg n, Br sthg with both good and bad parts [fr the story of 
a curate who, given a stale egg by his bishop, declared that parts of it were 
excellent] 

curative Ayooarativ/ adj relating to or used in the cure of diseases - 
curative n, curatlveiy adv 

curator Ayoo'rayU/ n sby in charge of a place of exhibition (eg a 
museum or zoo) [L, fr curatus, pp of curare to care, fr cura care] - 
curatorship n, curatorial /.kyooara'iawn al/ adj 
'curb Auhb/ n la a chain or strap that is used to restrain a horse and 
IS attached to the sides of the bit and passes below the lower jaw b a bn 
used esp with a curb chain or strap, usu in a double bndle 2 a sprain in 
a ligament just below a horse's hock 3 a check, restraint 4 an edge or 
margin that strengthens or confines 5 chiefly NAm a kerb [MF courbe 
curve, curved piece of wood or iron, fr courbe curved, fr L curvus] 
’curb vt 1 to put a curb on 2 to check, control 
curd Auhd/ n 1 the thick cascin-nch part of coagulated milk used as a 
food or made into cheese 2 a nch thick fruit preserve made with eggs, 
sugar, and butter 3 the edible head of a cauliflower or a similar related 
plant [ME] - curdy adj 

curdle /'kuhdl/ vb curdling /'kuhdling/ 1 to form curds (in), specif lo 
separate into solid curds and liquid (pverheatmg ^ d the milk} 2 to spoil, 
sour [freq of curd (to thicken, congeal)] 

'cure Ayooa/ n I spintual or pastoral charge 2 (a drug, treatment, etc 
that gives) relief or esp recovery from a disease 3 sthg that corrects a 
harmful or troublesome situation; a remedy 4 a process or method of 
curing [ME, fr OF, fr ML & L; ML cura cure of souls, fr L, care] - 
cureleaa adj 

’cure vt la to restore to health, soundness, or noimality b to bring about 
recovery from 2a to rectify b lo free (sby) from sthg objectionable or 
harmful 3 to prepare by chemical or physical processing; esp to preserve 
(meat, fish, etc) by salting, drying, smobng, etc ^vi 1 to undergo a 
curing process 2 to effect a cure - curable adj, curableness n, curably adv, 
curer n, curability /.kyooora'bilati/ n 

curd /'kyooaray/ n a French pansh pnest [OF, fr ML curatus - more at 
curate] 

'cure*, a II n a remedy for all ills; a panacea 

curettage Ayoo'retij/ n a sergii^ scraping or cleaning (eg of the 
womb) by means of a curette 

curette, cure! Ayoo'ret/ n a scoop, loop, or nng used in curettage [F 
curette, fr curer to cure, fr L curare, fr curs] - curette vt 
curfew /'kuhfyooh/ n 1 a regulation imposed on all or particular people, 
esp during times of civil disturbance, requiring their withdrawal from the 
streets by a stated time 2 a signal (e g the sounding of a bell) announcing 
the begifuiing of a time of curfew 3a the hour at which a curfew becomes 
effective b the period during which a curfew is in effect [ME, fr MF 


covrefeu, signal given to bank the hearth fire, curfew, fr covrir to cover 
^ feu fire, fr L focus hearth] 

curia Ayoosn-s/ n, pi curiae /-ri.ee/ 1 a division of an ancient Roman 
tribe 2 often cap the administration and governmental apparatus of the 
Roman Catholic church [L, fr co- ^ vir man - more at virile] - curial 
adj 

curie /'kyooan/ n a unit of radioactivity equal to 3.7 X 10'** disintegra- 
tions per second [Mane Cune tl934 Pol-F chemist] 
curio /kyooanoh/ n, pi curios sthg considered novel, rare, or bizarre 
[short for cunosity] , 

curiosa /.kyooan'ohzd, -sa/ n pi unusual or pornographic books [NL, fr 
L, neut pi of cuna^us] 

curiosity /.kyooon'osati/ n 1 desire to know 2 inquisitiveness, nosiness 
3 a strange, interesting, or rare object, custom, etc 
curious /'kyooan*9s/ adj 1 eager to mvestigate and learn 2 inquisitive, 
nosy 3 strange, novel, or odd [ME, fr MF cunos, fr L cunosus careful, 
inquisitive, fr cura cure] - curiously adv, curiouancas n 
curium Ayooon am/ n an artificially produced radioactive tnvalent 
metallic element periodic table [NL, fr Mane Cune & Pierre 
Cune tl906 F chemists] 

'curl Auhl/ vt 1 to form into waves or coils 2 to form into a curved shape; 
twist 3 to provide with curls ^ vi la to grow in coils or spirals b to form 
curls or twists 2 to move or progress in curves or spirals 3 to play the 
game of curling [ME curlen, fr crul curly, prob fr MD, akin to OHG krol 
curly, OE cradol cradle] 

’curl n 1 a curled lock of hair 2 sthg with a spiral or winding form; a coil 
3 curling or being curled <a ^ of the lipy 4 a (plant disease marked by 
the) rolling or curling of leaves 

curler /'kuhb/ n a small cylinder on which hair is wound for curling 
[‘curl + '-er] 

curlew /'kuhlyooh/ n, pi curlews, esp collectively curlew any of vanous 
largely brownish (migratory) wading birds with long legs and a long 
slender down-curved bill [ME, fr MF corheu, of imit ongin] 
curlicue also curlycue /'kuhlijtyooh/ n a decorative curve or flourish (e g 
in handwnting) [curly -t cue (a braid of hair)] 
curling /'kuhlin^ n a game in which 2 teams, of 4 players each, shde 
heavy round flat-bottomed stones over ice towards a target circle marked 
on the ice [prob fr gerund of 'cur/] - curler n 
'curl, pa per /-.pay pa/ n a piece of paper round which a lock of hair to 
be curled is wound 

curly /'kuhli/ adj tending to curl; having curls - curlineaa n 
.curly 'kale Aayl/ n kale 1 

curmudgeon Aa'mujan/ n a crusty ill-tempered (old) man [ongin 
unknown] > curmudgeonly adj 

curragh, currach /kura, 'kurakh/ n, Inst 1 marshy wasteland 2 a 
co«’acle [ScGacl curach & IrGacI cumch; akin to Mir curach 
coracle] 

currant /'kurant/ n 1 a small seedless type of dned grape used in cookery 
2 (a shrub of the gooseberry family beanng) a redcurrant. blackcurrant, 
or similar acid edible fruit [ME raison of Coraunte, ht., raism of Coimth. 
fr Connth, region & city of Greece] 

currency Auransi/ n la circulation as a medium of exchange (^six- 
pences are no longer m ~> b (the state of being in) general use, 
acceptance, or prevalence 2 sthg (e g coins and bank notes) that is in 
circulation as a medium of exchange nationality 
'current Aurant/ad> la elapsing now (dunng the weeky b occurring 
m or belonging to the present time 2 used as a medium of exchange 3 
generally accepted, used, or practised at the moment [ME curraunt, fr 
OF curant, prp of courre to run, fr L currere - more at car] - aurrently 
adv, curreutneas n 

’current n la the part of a body of gas or liquid that moves continuously 
in a certain direction b the swiftest part of a stream c a (tidal) movement 
of lake, sea, or ocean water 2 a tendency to follow a certain or speejM 
course 3 a flow of electnc charge; also the rate of such flow 
physics 

current account n, chiefly Br a bank account against which cheques 
may be drawn and on which interest is usu not payable - compare deposit 
ACCOUNT 

curriculum Aa'nkyoobm/ n, pi curricula /-b/ also currkulans the 
courses offered by an educational institution or followed by an individual 
or group [NL, fr L, running, fr currere] - curricular adj 
curriculum 'vitae /veetie/ n, pi curricula vitae /*b/ a summary of 
sby’s career and qualifications, esp as relevant to a job application [L, 
course of (one's) life] 

curriah Auhrish/ adj ignoble [cur + *i$h] - cuirisUy adv 
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*curry Auri/ vf 1 co dress the coat of (e g a horse) with a currycomb 2 
to dress (tanned leather) [ME cumyen, fr OF comer to prepare, curry, 
fr (assumed) VL conredare, fr L com- * a base of Gmc origin; akin to 
Goth garaiths arrayed - more at ready] > currier n - curry ftfour to seek 
to gain favour by flattery or attention [favour by folk-etymology fr ME 
favel chestnut horse (symbolizing hypocrisy), fr OF fauvel] 

*ewfy also cmric Auri/ n a food or dish seasoned with a mixture of spices 
or curry powder [Tamil-Malayalam kari] 

’curry vt to flavour or cook with*curry powder or sauce 
currycomb /kuri.kohm/ n a meul comb with rows of teeth or serrated 
ridges, used esp to clean grooming brushes or to curry horses - cur- 
ryconb vt 

'curry .powder n a condiment consisting of several pungent ground 
spices (e g cayenne pepper, fenugreek, and turmenc) 

'curse Auhs/ n 1 an utterance (of a deity) or a request (to a deity) that 
invokes harm or injury; an imprecation 2 an evil or misfortune that comes 
(as if) in response to imprecation or as retribution 3 a cause of misfortune 
4 menstruation - + the; infml [ME curs, fr OE] 

’curse Vi 1 to call upon divine or supernatural power to cause harm or 
injury to; also to doom, damn 2 to use profanely insolent language against 
3 to bnng great evil upon, afflict -- vi to utter curses; swear 
cursed Auhsid, kuhst/ also curst Auhst/ at^ under or deserving a curse 
- csriedly Auhstdli/ adv, cursednets /'kuhsidnis/ n 
'cursive Auhsiv/ adj running, coursing; esp written jn^ flowing, usu 
slanted, strokes with the characters joined in each word alphabet 
[F or ML; F cursif, fr ML cursivus^ lit., running, fr L cursus, pp of currere 
to run] - cnnivcly adv, curtivencas n 
*curslve n cursive wnting 

cursor /'kuhsa/ n a transparent slide with a reference hairline for 
precisely locating marks on a scientific instrument (e g a slide rule) (obs 
cursor (runner), fr ME, fr L. fr cursus, pp] 

cursorial Auh'sawn al/ adj, of (a part of) ao animal adapted to run- 
ning 

cursory /'kuhsari/ adj rapid and often superficial; hasty [LL cursonus 
of running, fr L cursus running, fr cursus, pp] - cursorily Auhs(3)r9lt/ 
adv, cursorincss n 

curt Auht/ adj marked by rude or peremptory shortness; brusque [L 
curtus shorten^ - more at shear] - curtly adv, curtncM n 
curtail Auh'tayl/ vt to cut short, limit [alter, of obs curtal (to dock an 
animal's tail), fr curtal (animal with a docked tail), fr MF courtault, fr* 
court short, fr L curtus] - curtailcr n, curtafluiiAt n 
'curtain Auht(9)n/ n 1 a hanging fabric screen that can usu be drawn 
back or up; esp one used at a window 2 a device or agency that conceals 
or acts as a barrier - compare iron curtain 3a a castle wall between 2 
neighbouring bastions b an exterior wall that carries no load 4a the 
movable screen separating the suge from the auditorium of a theatre b 
the ascent or opening (e g at the beginning of a play) of a stage curtain; 
also its descent or closmg c curtain call d pi the end; esp death - 
infml [ME curtine, fr OF, fr LL cortina, fr L cohort-, cohors enclosure, 
court - more at court] 

’curtain vt 1 to furnish (as iO with curtains 2 to veil or shut off (as lO 
with a curtain 

'curtain .call n an appearance by a performer after the final curtain of 
a play in response to the applause of the audience 
'curtain .raiaar ii 1 a short play presented before the main full-length 
drama 2 a usu short preliminary to a main event 
curtana Auh'Cahna, -'tayna/ n a sword without a point, carried at the 
coronation of English monarchs as a symbol of mercy [ME, deriv of AF 
curtain, fr OF cortain, name of the broken sword of the legendary hero 
Roland, fr cort short) 

CurtHaga Auhtalij/ n a piece of ground within the fence surrounding 
a house [ME, fr OF cortillage, fr cortil courtyard, fr cort court] 
'qurtay, cvtscy Auhtsi/ n an act of respect on the part of a woman, made 
by bending the knees and lowering the head and shoulders [alter, of 
courtesy] 

^rtay, cwlaey vi to make a curtsy 

curula Ayoooroohl/ adjeXa folding seat that is like a stool, reserved in 
ancient Rome for the use of the highest dignitaries [L curulis, alter, of 
currulh of a chariot, fr currus chariot, fr currere to run] 
curvaceous also cumdou AuhSTayshas/ adj, of a woman having a 
pleasingly well-developed figure with attractive curves > mfinl 
curvature Auhvacto/ n 1 (a measure or amount oO curving or being 
carved 2a an abnormal curving (e g of the spine) b a curved surface of 
an organ (e g the stomach) [L curvatura, fr curvatus, pp of ciirvaru] 
'curve Auhv/ vi to have or make a turn, change, or diction from a 


straight line without sharp breaks or angularity ^vtto cause to curve [L 
curvare, fr curvus curved] 

’curve n 1 a curving line or surface 2 sthg curved (e g a curving line of 
the human body) 3 a representation on a graph of a varying quantity (e g 
speed, force, or weight) 4 a distribution indicating the relative perform- 
ance of individuals measured against one another - curvy adj 
curvilinear /.kuhvi'lmya, -ni a/ adj consisting of or bounded by curved 
lines [L curvus ^ lines line] - curvilinearly adv, curviUnearity 
/-.lini'arati/ n 

CU8CU8 Auskas/ n any of several tree-dwelling (New Guinea) phalangers 
[NL, fr a native name in New Guinea] 

CU8hat /'kushat/ n, chiefly Scot a woodpigeon [ME cowschote, fr OE 
cuscote] 

*Cu8hing'8 di.8ea8e /'kooshmgz/ n cushinu’s syndrome 
'Cuehing'e .eyndrome n obesity, esp of the face, and muscular 
weakness caused by an excess of glucocorticoid hormones (e g cortisone) 
often resulting from prolonged therapeutic administration [Harvey Cush- 
ing tl939 US surgeon] 

'cuehion /'kooshan/ n 1 a soft pillow or padded bag; esp one u.sed for 
sitting, reclining, or kneeling on 2 a bodily part resembling a pad 3 a pad 
of springy rubber along the inside of the rim of a billiard table off which 
balls bounce 4 sthg serving to mitigate the effects of disturbances or 
disorders [ME cusshm, fr MF coissin, fr (assumed) VL coxinus, fr L coxa 
hip more at coxa] - cuahionless adj, cushiony adj 
’cu8hion vt 1 to furnish with a cushion 2a to mitigate the effects of b 
to protect against force or shock 3 to slow gradually so a.s to mimmize 
the shock or damage to moving parts 
Cu8hitic Aoo'shitik/ n a branch of the Afro-Asiatic language family 
composing vanous languages of E Afnca [Cush (Kush), ancient country 
of NE Afnca] • CUshitic adj 

CU8hy /'kooshi/ adj entailing little hardship or effort, easy <a job) - 
infml [Hindi khush pleasant, fr Per khush] - cushily adv, cushiness n 
CU8P Ausp/ n a point, apex* e g a either horn of a crescent moon b a 
pointed projection formed by or ansing from the intersection of 2 arcs or 
foils c(l) a point on the gnnding surface of a tooth (2) a fold or flap of 
a heart valve [L cuspis point] - cuspate /’kuspit, 'kuspayt/ adj 
cu8pidor /'kuspidaw/ n a spittoon [Pg cuspadouro place for spitting, fr 
cuspir to spit, fr L conspuere, fr com- ^ spuere to spit - more at 
spew] 

'CU88 Aus/ n I a curse 2 a fellow <a harmless old ~ > USE infml [alter 
of curse] 

’CU88 vb to curse - infml - cusscr n 

CU888d Ausid/ adj 1 cursed 2 obstinate, cantankerous USE infml - 
Guaaedly adv, cusaedneaa n 

CU8tard Austad/ n 1 a semisolid usu sweetened and often baked 
mixture made with milk and eggs 2 a sweet sauce made with milk and 
eggs or a commercial preparation of coloured cornflour [ME custarde, 
crustade, a kind of pie, prob denv of OF crouste crust] 

'cuatard .appla n (any of a genus of chiefly tropical American trees or 
shrubs bearing) a soft-fleshed edible fruit 
cuatodfal Au'stohdi-al/ adj 1 of guardianship or custody 2 of or 
involving legal detention <a - sentence) 
cuatodian Au'stohdi-an/ n one who guards and protects or maintains, 
esp the curator of a public building - custodianship n 
cuatody /'kustodi/ n la the state of being cared for or guarded b 
imprisonment, detention 2 the act or right of canng for a minor, esp when 
granted by a court of law; guardianship ^E custodie, fr L custodia 
guarding, fr custod-, custos guardian] 

'cuatom /’kustam/ n la an established socially accepted practice b 
long-established practice having the force law c the usual practice of 
an individual d the usages that regulate soj^al life 2a pt duties or tolls 
imposed on imports or exports b pi but sipg or pi in constr the agency, 
establishment, or procedure for collecting such customs 3 chiefly Br 
business patronage [ME custume, fr OF, fr 'L consuetudin-, consuetudo, 
fr consuetus, pp of consuescere to accustom, fr com- + suescere to 
accustam; akin to suus one’s own - more at suicide] 

’cuatom adj, Nam made or performed according to personal order 
clothes) 

cuatom^ry /’ku8tom(3)ri/ adj established by or according to custom; 
usual - cuftOBMrily /^kustamrali, .kusta'merali/ adv, cuBtonariaesa 
Aust9m(3)rinia/ n 

,cu8tom-'built adj built to individual specifications 
cuatomar Austama/ n 1 one who purchases a commodity or service 
2 an individual, usu having some specified distinctive trait <a tough > 
[ME custumer, fr custume] 
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custom ize, -ise /'kustamiez/ vt to build, fit, or alter according to 
individual specifications 

.custom-made adj made to individual specifications <a ^ suit') 

'customs, house A, hows/ n a building where customs are collected and 
where vessels are entered and cleared 

'cut /kut/ vb -tt-; cut vt la(l) to penetrate (as lO with an edged instrument 
(2) to castrate (a usu male animal) b to hurt the feelings of <ihis cruel 
remark ^ me deeply') c ‘chop 2 d to expenence the emergence of (a 
tooth) through the gum 2a to tnm. pare b to shorten by omissions c to 
dilute, adulterate the whisky with water} d to reduce in amount 
costs} e EDIT lb 3a to mow or reap <~ hay} b(l) to divide into parts 
with an edged instrument <- bread} (2) to fell, hew timber} c to 
play a cut in cncket at (a ball) or at the bowling of (a bowler) 4a to divide 
into segments b to intersect, cross c to break, interrupt our supply 
lines} d(l) to divide (a pack of cards) into 2 portions (2) to draw (a card) 
from the pack 5a to refuse to recognize (an acquaintance) b to stop (a 
motor) by opening a switch c to terminate the filming of (a scene in a film) 
6a to make or give shape to (as iQ with an edged tool stone} a 
diamond} b to record sounds on (a gramophone record) 7a to perform, 
make a caper} a dash} b to give the appearance or impression 
of a Hne figure} 8a to stop, cease <'^ the nonsense} - infml b to 
absent oneself from (e g a class) - infml ^ vi la to function (as iQ as an 
edged tool b to be able to be separated, divided, or marked with a sharp 
instrument {cheese ~ s easily} c to perform the operation of dividing, 
severing, incising, or intersecting d(l) to make a stroke with a whip, 
sword, etc (2) to play a cut in cncket e to wound feelings or sensibilities 
f to cause constnction or chafing g to be of efTect, influence, or signifi- 
cance (an analysi.c\hai - s deep} 2a to cut a pack of cards, esp in order 
to decide who deals b to draw a card from the pack 3a to move swiftly 
(a yacht ^ ting through the water} b to desenbe an oblique or diagonal 
line c to change sharply in direction, swerve d to make an abrupt 
transition from one sound or image to another in film, radio, or television 
4 to stop filming or recording [ME cutten] - cut comers to perform some 
action in the quickest, easiest, or cheapest way - cut no ice to fail to 
impress, have no importance or influence - infml - cut short 1 to 
abbreviate 2 inter ruff 1 

'cut n 1 sthg cut (of!) eg a a length of cloth varying from 40 to lOOyd 
(44 to 109m) in length b the yield of products cut, esp dunng 1 harvest 
c a (slice cut from a) piece from a meat carcass or a fish "3^ meat d 
a share (took his - of the profits} 2a a canal, channel, or inlet made by 
excavation or worn by natural action b(1) an opening made with an edged 
instrument (2) a gash, wound c a surface or outline left by cutting d a 
passage cut as a roadway 3a a gesture or expression that hurts the feelings 
b a stroke or blow with the edge of sthg sharp c a lash (as iQ with a whip 
d the act of reducing or removing a part <a ^ in pay} e (the result of) 
a cutting of playing cards 4a a sharp downward blow or stroke, also 
backspin b an attacking stroke in cncket played with the bat held 
honzontally and sending the ball on the off side 5 an abrupt transition 
from one sound or image to another in film, radio, or television 6a the 
shape and style in which a thing is cut, formed, or made (clothes of a good 
•- > b a pattern, type c a haircut - a cut above supenor (to); of higher 
quality or rank (than) 
cut along VI to leave, go away - infml 

.cut-and-'dried adj completely decided, not open to further dis- 
cussion 

cutanaoua Ayooh'taynyas, -m as/ adj of or affecting the skin [NL 
cutaneus, fr L cutis skin - more at ‘hide] - cutaneously adv 
cutaway /'kutaway/ adj having or showing parts cut away o* absent 
'cutback A.bak/ n 1 sthg cut back 2 a reduction 
cut back vt 1 to shorten by cutting; prune <cut back a rose tree} 2 to 
reduce, decrease <cut back expenditure} w 1 to interrupt the sequence 
of a plot (e g of a film) by returning to events occurring previously 2 cur 
DOWN; esp to economize 

cut down vt 1 to stnke down and kill or incapacitate 2 to reduce, curtail 
<cut down expenses} - vi to reduce or curtail volume or activity <cut 
down on his smokmg} - cut down to size to reduce from an exaggerated 
importance to true or suitable stiture 
cuta /kyooht/ adj attractive or pretty, esp in a dainty or delicate way - 
infml [short for acute] - cutely adv, cutencM n 
,cut 'glaaa n glass ornamented with patterns cut into its surface by an 
abrasive wheel and then polished 

cutlcla Akyoobtikl/ n a skin or outer covenng: eg a the (dead or homy) 
epidermis of an animal b a thin fatty film on the external surface of many 
higher plants [L cuticula, dim. of cuUs skin] - cuticular Ayooh'tikyoob/ 
adj 


cutie, cutey /'kyoohti/ n an attractive person, esp a pretty girl - infml 
[cute 4 -le] 

'cutie-,pie adj odiously sweet - mfml 

cut in VI 1 to thrust oneself into a position between others or belonging 
to another 2 to join in sthg suddenly <cut in on the conversation} 3 to 
take 1 of a dancing couple as one’s partner 4 to become automatically 
connected or started in operation ^vt 1 to introduce into a number, 
group, or sequence 2 to include, esp among those benefiting or favoured 
/cut them in on the profits} 

cutis /'kyoohtis/ n, pi cutes /-yeitiJ, cutises the dermis jL - more at 
‘hide] 

cutlass also cutlas /'kutlas/ n a short curved sword, esp as used formerly 
by sailors [MF coutelas, aug of coutel knife, fr L cultellus, dim. of cuJter 
knife, ploughshare] 

cutler /'kutb/ n one who deals in, makes, or repairs cutlery [ME, fr MF 
coutelier, fr LL cultellanus, fr L cultellus] 

cutlery /'kutbn/ n 1 edged or cutting tools, esp implements (e g knives, 
forks, and spoons) for cutting and eating food 2 the business of a 
cutler 

cutlet /'kutlit/ 71 1 (a flat mass of minced food in the shye oO a small 
slice of meat from the neck of lamb, mutton, or veal meat 2 a 
cross-sectional slice from between the head and centre of a large fish - 
compare steak [F cdtelette, fr OF costelette, dim of coste nb, side, fr 
L costa - more at coast] 

cutline /kut, hen/ n 1 a caption, legend 2 a honzontal line about 1.8m 
(6ft) high on the front wall of a squash court, above which the ball must 
be hit when serving ^3 sport 

'cutoff /-,of/ n 1 (a device for) cutting off 2 the point, date, or penod 
for a cutofT - cutoff adj 

cut off vt 1 to stnke off; sever 2 to bnng to an untimely end 3 to stop 
the passage of <cut off supplies} 4 to shut off, bar (the fence cut off his 
view} 5 to separate, isolate (cut himself olT from his family} 6 to 
disinhent 7a to stop the operation of; turn off b to stop or interrupt while 
in communication (the operator cut me ofi)> 

'cutout A.owt/ n 1 sthg cut out or ofT from sthg else 2 a device that cuts 
out, esp one that is operated automatically by an excessive electric current 

- cutout adj 

'cut out vt 1 to form or shape by cutting, erosion, etc 2 to take the place 
of. supplant 3 to put an end to, desist from (cut out smoking} 4a to 
remove or exclude (as lO by cutting b to make inoperative ^ vi to cease 
operating 

'.cut 'out adj naturally fitted or suited (not ^ to be an actor} 
.cut-price adj selling or sold at a discount 

cutter /'kuU/ n la one whose work is cutting or involves cutting (e g of 
cloth or film) b an instrument, machine, machine part, or tool that cuts 
2a a ship’s boat for carrying stores or passengers b a fore-and-aft rigged 
sailing l^t with a single mast and 2 foresails c a small armed boat in the 
US coastguard ['cut t- *-er] 

''cutthroat /-.throht/ n a murderous thug 

'cutthroat 1 murderous, cruel 2 ruthless. unpnncipled(^ coiopefi- 
tion} 

cutthroat razor n a razor with a rigid steel cuttmg blade hinged to a 
case that forms a handle when the razor is open for use 
'cutting /kuting/ n 1 sthg cut (off or out): c g a a part of a plant stem, 
leaf, root, etc capable of developing into a new plant b a harvest c chidty 
Br an excavation or cut, esp through high ground, for a canal, road, etc 
d chiefly Br an item cut out of a publication 2 sthg made by cutting 
'cutting adj 1 designed for cutting; sharp, edged 2 of wind marked by 
sharp piercing cold 3 likely to wound the feelings of another, esp sarcastic 

- cuttingly adv 

cuttlebone /kutl,bohn/ n the internal shell of the cuttlefish used in the 
form of a powder for polishing or as a mineral supplement to the diet of 
cage birds [ME cotui cuttlefish (fr OE cudele) -v E bone] « 

cuttlefish /kutifish/ n a 10-armed marine cephalopod mollusc differing 
from the related squids in having a hard internal shell [ME cotuJ + E 
fish] 

cutty /kuti/ adj, chiefly Scot (cut) short ['cuf ^ -y] 

'cut up vt 1 to cut into parts or pieces 2 to subject to hostile criticism; 
censure ^ vi NAm to behave in a comic, boisterous, or unruly manner - 
cut up rough to express often obstreperous resentment 
'.cut 'up adj deeply distressed; grieved > infml 
'cutwatwr /-.wawta/ n the foremost part of a ship’s bow 
'cutworm A.wuhm/ o any of vanous chiefly nocturnal caterpillars (that 
feed on plant stems near ground level) 

cuvotte Ayooh'vet/ n a small often transparent laboratory vessel, specif 
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for holding samples m a spectrophotometer [F, dim of cave tub. fr L 
cupa - more at cup] 
cwm Aoohm/ n cirque 1 (W, valley] 

-cy /-si/ suffix {n, adj -* n) 1 action or practice of </nend/cancy> (piracy^ 
2 rank or office of <haronefcy> (papacy^ 3 body or class of <magi5/racy> 
4 quality or state of (^accuracy} (^bankruptcyy USE often replacing a final 
•r or ’te of the base word [ME -cie, fr OF, fr L -tta\ partly fr -t- (final stem 
consonant) -ia -y. partly fr Gk -tia, -teia, fr -t- (final stem consonant) 
+ ‘ia, -eia -y] 

cyan Aie.an. -an/ a a greenish blue colour [Gk kyanos] 
cyan-, cyano- comb form 1 dark blue; blue <cyanaw> 2 cyanide 
<cyano|generfC>; also containing a cyanide group <cyanober}7ene> [G. fr 
Gk kyan^, kyano-, fr kyanos dark blue enamel] 
cyanamide /sie'anamied/ n (a caustic organic acid whose calcium salt 
is) calcium cyanamide [ISV] 

cyanic Aie'amk/ adj 1 relating to or containing cyanogen 2 of a blue 
or bluish colour [ISV] 

cyanide Aie anied/ n (a usu extremely poisonous salt of hydrocyanic 
acid or a nitrile, containing) the univalent chemical radical -CN [ISV] 
cyanoacrylate /.sie*anoh'aknlayt, sie^noh-/ n any of several liquid 
acrylate monomers that are used as very rapidly setting strong adhesives 
m industry and medicine 

cyanocobalamin /.sie-anohkoh'babmin. sie^noh-/ also cyanocobala- 
mine /-.meen/ n vitamin b ,2 [cyan- cobah + vtiamin] - cyanocoba- 
lamlc /-bolamik/ n 

cyanogen /sie'anajin/ n a colourless inflammable extremely poisonous 
gas [I^ cyanogdne, fr cyan- + g^c -gen] 
cyanophyte /sie'anaflet/ n blue-green alga 
cyanoeed Aie3.nohzd, -nohst/ adj affected with cyanosis 
cyanoaia /.sie*an'nohsis/ n bluish or purplish discoloration (of the skin) 
due to deficient oxygenation of the blc^ [NL. fr Gk kyanosis dark blue 
colour, fr kyan- cyan-] - cyanotic /-'notik/ adj 
cybernated /sieba^iaytid/ adj involving cybmation <a ^ bakeryj 
cybernation /,sieb9'naysh(9)n/ n the automatic control of a process or 
operation (e g in manufactunng) by means of computers [cybernetics *■ 
-adon] 

cybernetica /.sieba'netiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the comparative 
study of the automatic control systems formed by the nervous system and 
brain and by mechanical-electrical communication systems [Gk kyber- 
neta pilot, governor (fr kybeman to steer, govern} + E -ics] - cybernetic' 
*dj 

cycad Aiekad/ n any of an order of tropical gymnospermous trees 
resembling palms evolution, plant [NL Cycad-, Cycas] 
CYCl-,cydihcombform 1 circle <cy€lojncfer> 2 having a cyclic molecular 
structure (cyclohexane^ [NL, fr Gk kyki-, kykio-, fr kykios] 
cyclamate /'siekbmayt, -mat, 'sikla-/ n a synthetic compound used, esp 
formerly, as an artificial sweetener [cyc/ohexyl (fr cyclohexane + -yl) *■ 
sulphamafe (fr sulphaimc + -a/e)] 

cyclamen /sikbman/ n any of a genus of plants of the pnmrose family 
with showy drooping flowers [NL, genus name, fr Gk kykiammos] 
'cycle /'siekl/ n la (the time ne^ed to complete) a senes of related events 
happening in a regularly repeated order b one complete performance of 
a periodic process (e g a vibration or electrical oscillation) 2 a group of 
poems, pbys, novels, or songs on a central theme 3 a bicycle, motorcycle, 
tricycle, etc [F or LL; F, fr LL cyclus, fr Gk kykios circle, wheel, cycle 
- more at wheel] 

*cycla vi cycling Aiekting/ la to pass through a cycle b to recur in cycles 
2 to ride a cycle; specif to bicycle - cycler n 
'cyel# .track n a path reserved for esp pedal cycles 
'cycla,way /-.way/ n cycle track 

cyclic Aiklik, 'sieklik/, 'cyclical Akl/ adj 1 of or belonging to a cycle 
2 of or containing a ring of atoms (benzene is a ^ compound^ - 
cyclically, cycUcly adv 

cyclic AMP fl a nucleotide in each molecule of which a phosphate group 
is joined at 2 places to an adenosine group, and which functions as a 
regubtor of processes occurring inside cells (e g those caused by hor- 
mones) 

cycllat Aieklist/ n one who rides a cycle 

cyel'iaa, -lae /'siek(a)l,iez, 'si-/ vt to make (a chemical compound) form 
1 or more rings in the molecular structure - cycllaatlon 
/-ie'zaysMajn/ n 
cycle- - see cycl- 

'cyclo-,ettMa /'siekloh/ n the sport of racing bicycles on cross-country 
courses that usu require the contestant to carry hisAer bicycle at some 
stage 


cyclohexane /.siekloh'heksayn/ n a cyclic hydrocarbon found in 
petroleum and used esp as a solvent and in organic synthesis [ISV] 
'cycloid Aiekloyd, 'si-/ n a curve traced by a point on the circumference 
of a circle that rolls along a straight line [F cycloide, fr Gk kykioeides 
circular, fr kykios] - cycloidal /sie'kloydl. si-. ’— / adj 
Cycloid adj circular; esp arranged or progressing in circles 
cyclometer /sie'klomits/ n a device designed to record the revolutions 
of a wheel and often the distance traversed by a wheeled vehicle, esp a 
bicycle 

cyclone Aieklohn/ n la a storm or system of winds that rotates about 
a centre of low atmospheric pressure, advances at high speeds, and oflen 
bnngs abundant ram weather b' a tornado c ’low lb 2 any of 
vanous centrifugal devices for separating materials (eg solid particles 
from gases or liquids) [modif of Gk kykidma wheel, coil, fr kykloun to 
go round, fr kykios circle] - cyclonic /sic'klomk/ adj, cyclonlcally adv 
cyclopedia, cyclopaedia /.siekb'peedia/ n an encyclopedia 
cyclopedic A'peedik/ adj 

cyclosis /sic'klohsis/ n the slow, usu circular, movement of cytoplasm 
within a living cell [NL, fr Gk kyklosis encirclement, fr kykloun to go 
round] 

cyclostome /'siekb,stohm, 'si-/ n or adj (any) of a class of pnmitive 
fishlike vertebrates comprising the hagfishes and lampreys [deriv of Gk 
kykI- V stoma mouth - more at stomach] 

'cyclostyle Aickb,stiel/ n a machine for making multiple copies that 
uses a stencil cut by a pen whose tip is a small rowel [fr Cyclostyle, a 
trademark] 

^cyclostyle vt to make multiple copies of by using a cyclostyle 
cyclothymia /.siekloh'thiemi-a, .si-/ n a condition marked by abnormal 
swings between elated and depressed moods [NL, fr G zyklothymie, fr 
zyki- cycl- i -thymie -thymia] - cyclothymic /-'thiemik/ adj 
cyclotron /'siekb.tron/ n a particle accelerator m which protons, ions, 
etc are propelled by an alternating electnc field in a constant magnetic 
field [cycl- + -tron, fr the circular movement of the particles] 
cyder /sieda/ n, Br cider 

cygnet Aignit/ n a young swan [ME sygnett, fr MF cygne swan, fr L 
eyenus, cygnus, fr Gk kyknos] 

cylinder /'silinda/ n la a surface traced by a straight line moving m a 
circle or other closed curve round and parallel to a fixed straight line b 
the space bounded by a cylinder and 2 parallel planes that cross it c a 
hollow or solid object with the shape of a cylinder and a circular 
cross-section 2a the piston chamber in an engine -Jf car b any of 
vanous rotating parts (e g in pnnting presses) c a cylindneal clay object 
insenbed with cuneiform characters [MF or L, MF cyluidre, fr L 
cyhndrus, fr Gk kylindros, fr kylindcin to roll, akin to OE sceol squinting, 
L scelus enme, Gk skelos leg, skolios crooked] - cylindered adj 
cylindrical /si’lindnkl/, cylindric Adrik/ adj (having the form) of a 
cylinder - cylindricaJly adv 

cymbal Aimbl/ n a concave brass plate that produces a clashing tone 
when struck with a drumstick or against another cymbal [ME, fr OE 
cymbal & MF cymbale, fr L cymbalum, fr Gk kymbalon, fr kymbe bowl 
- more at hump] - cymbalist n 

cymbldium /sim'bidi-9m/ n any of a genus of tropical Old World 
orchids with showy boat-shaped flowers [NL, genus name, fr L cymba 
boat, fr Gk kymbe bowl, boat] 

cyme /stem/ n an inflorescence in which ajl floral axes end in a single 
flower (and the main axis bears the central and ^r^-opening flower with 
subsequent flowers developing from side sheets) plan r [NL cyma, 
fr L, cabbage sprout, fr Gk kyma swell, waCPe, cabbage sprout, fr kyem 
to be pregnant] - cymose /-mohs, -mohz/ hdj, cymosely adv 
Cymric /'kumrik, 'kimhk/ adj (charactensdc) of the Brythonic Olts or 
their language; specf/ Welsh [W Cymry Biythonic Celts, Welshmen, pi 
of Cymro Welshman] 

cynic Ainik/ n I cap an adherent of an ancient Greek school of 
philosophers who held that virtue u the highest good and that its essence 
lies in mastery over one's desires and wants 2a one who is habitually 
pessimistic or sardonic b one who sarcastically doubts the existence of 
humaiTsincenty or of any motive other than self-interest [MF or L; MF 
cynique, fr L cynicus, fr Gk kynikos, lit., like a dog, fr kyn-, kyon dog 
> more att hound] - cynk, cynical adj, cynically adv, cynlciom 
Aini,siz(a)m/ n 

cynosure Aina,zyoo3, 'sie-, -.shooo/ n a centre of attraction or attention 
[MF 8l L; MF, Ursa Minor, guide, fr L cynosura Ursa Minor, fr Gk 
kynosoura, fr kynos oura dog's tail] 

Cynthia AinthiV n the moon personified - poetic [L, goddess of the 
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moon, fr fern of Cynthius of Cynthus, fr Cynthus, mountain on Delos, 
Greek island, where she was bom] 
cypher /'siefa/ vb or n, chiefly Br (to) cipher 
cypress /'siepras/ n (the wood oO any of a genus of evergreen gymno- 
spermous trees with aromatic overlappmg leaves resembling scales [ME, 
fr OF cipres, fr L cypanssus, fr Gk kypanssos] 

Cypriot, Cypriote Aipnot/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Cyprus 
[F cypnote, fr Cyprus, island in the Mediterranean] 
cypripedium /.sipn'peedi-am/ n the lady's slipper or a related orchid 
usu with large showy drooping flowers [NL, genus name, fr LL Cypns, 
a name for Venus, goddess of love Sc beauty + Gk peddon sandal] 
cyproterone /sie'protarohn/ n cvpRorLRoNE ActTATE [prob fr cyc\- 
+ progesterone] 

cyproterone 'acetate n a synthetic steroid that inhibits the secretion 
of androgenic steroids (e g testosterone) and is used esp to treat some male 
sexual disorders 

Cyrillic /si'nlik/ adj of or constituting an alphabet used for wnting 
vanous Slavic languages (e g Old Church Slavonic and Russian) — ^ 
ALPHABET [St Cynl t869 apostle of the Slavs, reputed inventor of the 
Cynllic alphabet] 

cyst /sist/ n 1 a closed sac (e g of watery liquid or gas) with a distinct 
membrane, developing (abnormally) in a plant or animal 2 a body 
resembling a cyst- e g a (a capsule formed about) a microorganism in a 
resting or spore stage b a resistant cover about a parasite when inside the 
host [NL cystis, fr Gk kystis bladder, pouch] - cystoid adj or n 
cyst- /sist-/, cysti-, cysto- comb form bladder <cyst//«>; sac <cystoca/p> 
[F, fr Gk kyst-, kysto-, fr kystis] 

-cyst /-sist/ . onib 4 onn f - n) bladder; sac <Wai/ocysl> [NL -cystis, fr 
Gk kystis] 

cysteine /'sisti.een, 'sistayn/ n a sulphur-containing ammo acid found in 
many proteins and readily convertible to cystine [ISV. fr cystine 
-ein] 

cystic Asistik/ adj 1 (composed) of or containing a cyst or cysts 2 of the 
urinary or gall bladder 

.cystic f i'brosis /fie'brohsis/ n a common often fatal hereditary disease 
appeanng in early childhood and marked esp by faulty digestion and 
difTiculty in breathing 

cystine /sisteen, -in/ n a sulphur-containing amino acid found in many 
proteins [fr its discovery in bladder stones] 
cystitis /si'stietas/ n inflammation of the urinary bladder [NL] 
cyt- /siet-/, cyto- comb form 1 cell <cyto/og>'> 2 cytoplasm <cytok//iesi*> 
[G /yt‘, zyto; fr Gk kytos hollow vessel - more at ’hide] 

-cyte /-sict/ comb form ( - n) cell </eucocytc> [NL -cyta, fr Gk kytos 
hollow vessel] 

cytidine /'sietadccn, 'si-/ n a nucleoside containing cytosine [cyfosine + 
-idine] 

cytochrome Aieta,krohm/ n any of several enzymes that function in 
intracellular energy generation as transporters of electrons, esp to oxygen, 
by undergoing successive oxidation and reduction 
cytokinesis /.sietohkic'necsis, -ki-/ n the cleavage of the cytoplasm of 
a cell into daughter cells following division of the nucleus [NL, fr cyt- 
+ Gk kinesis motion] - cytokinetic /-kie'netik, -ki-/ adj 
cytology /sie'tobji/ n the biology of (the structure, function, multiplica- 
tion, pathology, etc oO cells [ISV] - cytologiat n, cytologicaJ 
/.sieta'iojikl/, cytologic adj, cytologically adv 
cytoplasm Aieta.plaz(a)m/ n the substance of a plant or animal cell 
outside the organelles (e g the nucleus and mitochondna) [ISV] - cyto- 
plaamlc /-'plazmik/ adj, cytoplssmically adv 
cytosine /'sieta^een/ n a pyrimidine base that is one of the 4 bases whose 
order in a DNA or RNA chain codes genetic information - compare 

ADENINE. GUANINE, THYMINE, URACIL [ISV cyt- -OSC -» -ine] 

cytosol AietohiSol/ n the cytoplasm 

cytotoxin /.sieta'toksin/ n a substance with a toxic effect on cells - 
cytotoxic adj, cytotoxicity /-tok'sisati/ n 
czar /zah/ n a tsar 

czardas Ahahdash/ n, pi rTantji / <« / a Hunganan dance in which the 
dancen start slowly and finish tbpidly [Hung esardas] 

Czech /chek/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Czechoslovakia: specif a Slav 
of W Czechoslovakia 2 the Slavonic language of the Czechs 
LANGUAGE [Czech Ccch] - Czech adj 


D 

d /dee/ n, pi d’s, ds ofien cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 4th letter of the English alphabet 2 five hundred 
NUMBER 3 the 2nd note of a C-major scale 4 one designated d, esp as the 
4th in order or class, or as a mark of lesser quality than a, b,orc 5 sthg 
shaped like the letter D; e g a a semicircle on a billiard table used chiefly 
when returning a potted cue ball to the table b the metal loop on the cheek 
piece of the bit of a bndle 

d- prefix dextrorotatory (d-tartanc acid} [ISV, fr dextr-] 

'-d suffix 1 - used to form the past participle of regular weak verbs that 
end in e (gloved} <^ded>; compare '-ed 1 2 - used to form adjectives of 
identical meaning from Latin^enved adjectives ending in -ate (^crenu- 
lated} 3 '-ed 2 - used to form adjectives from nouns ending in e 
ibrogued} (^bow-tied} 

’-d suffix ( -« vb)- used to form the past tense of regular weak verbs that 
end in c, compare *-ed 

•-d suffix ( -* adj), NAm - used after the figure 2 or 3 to indicate the ordinal 
number second or third <2d> <5Jd> 
d' vb do (d'you know} 

'd vb 1 had 2 would 3 did (when*d she go?} - used in questions, 
infml 

da /dah/ n, dial Br a father, daddy [baby talk] 

'dab /dab/ n 1 a sudden feeble blow or thrust, a poke 2 a gentle touch 
or stroke (e g with a sponge), a pat [ME dabbe, prob of imit origin] 
*dab vb -bb- vt 1 to touch lightly, and usu repeatedly; pat 2 to apply lightly 
or irregularly; daub ^ vi to make a dab 
’dab n 1 a daub, patch 2 pi, Br fingerpnnts - infml [alter, of daub] 
*dab n a flatfish; esp any of several flounders [AF dabbe] 

*dab n dab hand - infml 

dabble /'dabl/ vb dabbling /‘dabling/ vt to wet slightly or intermittently 
by dipping in a liquid <sAe ^ d her fingers in the river} ^ vi 1 to paddle, 
splash, or play (as lO m water 2 to work or concern oneself superficially 
< -^ s /n art} [perh freq of ^dab] 

dabbler /dabb/ n sby not deeply engaged in or concerned with sthg 
[dabble 4 ^-er] 

dabbling /'dablmg/ n a superficial or intermittent interest or study 
dabchick /'dab.ctiik/ n any of several small grebes [prob irreg fr obs dop 
(to dive) + chick] 

.dab 'hand /dab/ n, chiefly Br sby skilful at, an expert - infml [dab perh 
alter, of adept] 

dace /days/ n, pi dace a small freshwater European fish [ME, fr MF 
dars, fr ML darsus] 

dacha /'daheha/ n a Russian country cottage used esp in the summer 
[Russ, lit , gift, fr Its frequently being the gift of a ruler] 
dachshund /'daksand/ n (any of) a breed of dogs of German ongin with 
a long body, short legs, and long drooping ears [G. fr dachs badger -v 
hund dog] 

Dacron /dakron/ trademark - used for a syntheuc polyester textile 
fibre 

dactyl /'daktil/ n a metneal foot consisting of 1 long and 2 short, or 1 
stressed and 2 unstressed, syllables (e g in tenderly) [ME dactik, fr L 
dactylus, fr Gk daktylos, lit., finger; fr the three syllables having the first 
one longest, like the joints of the finger] - dactylic /dak'tilik/ adj or n 
dactylology /.dakti'lolaji/ n the art of communicating ideas by sign 
language [Gk daktyl- of a finger + E -logy] 

•dactyloua /-daktibs/ comb form (-• adj) having (such or so many) 
fingers or toes <didactylous> [Gk -daktylos, fr daktylos] 
dad /dad/ n a father > infml [prob baby talk] « 

dada /'dahdah/ n. often cap a movement in art and literature baaed on 
deliberate irrationality and negation of traditional artistic values (F, fr 
(baby talk) dada hobby-horse] - dadaism n, oBea cap, dadalet a, oAen cap, 
dadaistic /-'istik/ a<jj, often cap 
daddy /*dadi/ n a father - infini [dad + *-y] 

.daddy 'longlags /'long.legz/ n, pi daddy loaglegi 1 crane fly 2 
NAm a harvestman 

dado /'daydoh/ n. pi dadoa 1 the part of a pedestal or plinth between 
the base and the cornice architecture 2 the lower part of an 
interior wall when specially decorated or faced; also the decoration 
adorning this part of a wall [It, die, plinth] 

daamon /'deeman/ n 1 an attendant power or spirit; a genius 2 a 
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supernatural being of Greek mythology 3 demon 1 [LL. evil spirit - 
more at demon] 

daffodil /dafadil/ n any of various plants with flowers that have a large 
typically yellow corona elongated into a trumpet shape; a/so a related 
Iwlb-forming plant [prob fr D dr affodil the asphodel, fr dr the (fr MD) 
M/Todil asphodel, fr MF afrodWe, fr L asphoddus, fr Gk 
Msphoddos] 

daft /dahfl/ adj 1 silly, foohsh 2 chiefly Br fanatically enthusiastic 
about football^ USE infml [ME dafte gentle, stupid; akin to OE gedxfte 
mild, gentle, ME defte gentle, defl, L faber smith] - daft adv, daftly adv, 
daftaeis n 

*dao /dag/ a a piece of matted or manure-coated wool - usu pi [ME 
dagge] 

«daQ vt -gg- to remove dags from (sheep) 

dagga /’dahga, 'dah-kha/ n, SAfr cannabis [Afrik, fr Hottentot 
daga-b] 

daggar /'daga/ a 1 a short sharp pointed weapon for stabbing 2 a sign 
t used as a reference mark or to indicate a death date symbol [ME] 

- at daggers drawn in bitter conflict 

dago /'daygoh/ n, pi dagos, dagoes sby of Italian. Spanish, or Portuguese 
birth or descent - derog [alter, of earlier diego, fr Diego, a common Sp 
forename] 

daguarraotypa /da'ger(i)9,tiep/ n an early photograph produced on a 
silver or a silver-covered copper plate [F daguerreotype, fr L J M 
Daguerre flSSl F painter & inventor + F -o- 4 type] - daguerrco- 
type vt 

dah/dah/ n 'dash 6 - used when articulating Morse code [imit] 
dahlia /'dayli-a, 'dah-/ n any of an American genus of composite (garden) 
plants with showy flower heads and roots that form tubers [NL. genus 
name, fr Anders Dahl tl789 Sw botanist] 

Ddil /doyl, diel/. Dill Eireann / 'earan/ n the lower house of parliament 
in Eire [IrGael, assembly] 

'daily /'dayli/ adj la occurring, made, or acted on every day b of a 
newspaper issued every weekday c of or providing for every day 2 
covering the period of or based on a day statistics') [ME dayly, fr OE 
dsBglic, fr da^ day 4 -he -ly - more at day] - dallincss n 
*dafly adv every day; every weekday 

Hlailyn 1 a newspaper published daily from Monday to Saturday 2 Br 
a charwoman who works on a daily basis 
.daily 'dozen n a senes of physical exercises to be performed daily * 
daimon /'diemohn/ n, pi dahnonca /'diemaneez/, dalmons daemon 1, 2 
[Gk daimoo] • daimonic /-'monik/ adj 
'dainty /'daynti/ n sthg particularly nice to eat; a delicacy [ME deinte, 
fr OF deintie, fr L dignitat’, dignitas dignity, worth] 

Hlainty a4f 1 attractively prepared and served 2 delicately beautiful 3a 
fastidious b showing avoidance of anything rough > daintily adv, 
daintinaai n 

daiquiri /dielcbri, da-, 'dakiri/ n a cocktail made of rum, lime juice, and 
sugar [Daiquiri, town in Cuba] 

'dairy /'deari/ n 1 a room, building, etc where milk is processed and butter 
or cheese is made 2 farming concerned with the production of milk, 
butter, and cheese 3 an establishment for the sale or distnbution of milk 
and milk products - compare creamery [ME deyerie, fr deye dairymaid, 
fr OE diiege kneader of bread; akin to OE dag dough - more at 
dough] 

^airy adj of or concerned with (the production oO milk (products) 
'dairying /-ing/ n the business of operating a dairy or produci4| milk 
products 

dairyman /-man/, fern 'dalryjnald /-.nuiyd/ n one who operates or 
works for a dairy (farm) 

dais /*day-is/ n a raised platform; esp one at the end of a hall [ME das, 
fr OF, fr L diacus dish, quoit - more at dish] 
daisy /dayzi/ n a composite plant with well-developed ray flowers in iu 
flowv head: e g a a common short European plant with a yellow disc and 
white or pink ray flowers b oxeye daisy [ME dayeseye, fr OE daegese- 
age, fr dagg day cage eye] 

'daisy .chain n a string of linked daisies threaded through each other's 
stalks 

Dakota /da'kohta/ a, pi Dafcotaa, cap coUectivdy Dakota a member, or 
the language, of an American Indian people of the N Mississippi val- 
ley 

.Dalai 'Lama /'dalie/ n the spiritual head of Tibetan Buddhism [Mon- 
golian da/a/ ocean) 

dalasi /dahtahsi/ n The Gambia at nationality [native name in 
fheGambial 


dais /dayl/ n a vale, valley [ME, fr OE did\ akin to OHG tal valley, Gk 
thoios rotunda] 

Daiak /'dahlik/ n any of a race of ruthlessly aggressive fictional creatures 
protected by distinctive metallic shells containing their life-support sys- 
tems [name of creatures in television science-fiction series ‘Dr Who’] 
dalliance /*dali-dns/ n a dallying- e g a amorous or erotically stimulating 
activity b a frivolous action 

dally /dali/ VI la to act playfully; esp to flirt b to deal lightly; toy 2 to 
waste time; dawdle [ME dalycn, fr AF dalier] - dallier n 
dalmatian /dal'maysh(3)n/ n. often cap (any oO a breed of 
medium-sized dogs with a white short-haired coat with black or brown 
spots [fr the supposed ongin of the breed in Dalmatia, region of 
Yugoslavia] 

dalmatic /dal'matik/ n a wide-sleeved outer garment with slit sides worn 
by a deacon or prelate; also a similar robe worn by sovereigns or emperors 
at coronations or other ceremonies garmfnt [LL dalmatica, fr L, 
fern of dalmaticus Dalmatian, fr Dalmatia] 

'Dalton .plan /'dawltan/ n a method of progressive education whereby 
pupils assume responsibility for their own pace of work [Dalton, town in 
Massachusetts, USA. site of first school to use the plan] 

'dam /dam/ n a female parent - used esp with reference to domestic 
animals [ME dam, dame lady, dam - more at dame] 

*dam /} 1 a bamer preventing the flow of a fluid, esp a barrier across a 
watercourse 2 a body of water confined by a dam [MB] 

*dam vt -mm- 1 to provide or restrain with a dam 2 to stop up, block 
'damage /’damij/ n 1 loss or harm resulting from injury to person, 
property, or reputation 2 pi compensation in money imposed by law for 
loss or injury 3 expense, cost - infml (wAa/’s the ~ ^ [ME, fr OF, fr 
dam damage, fr L damnum] 

’damage vt to cause damage to -- vi to become damaged - damager n 
da mar /'dama/ n dammar 

'damascene /'damaseen/ n the charactenstic markings of Damascus 
steel [L Damascenus of Damascus, fr Damascus, city in Syna] 
’damascene vt to ornament (e g iron or steel) with wavy patterns like 
those of watered silk or with inlaid work of precious metals [MF 
damasquiner, fr damasqutn of Damascus] 

Damascus steel /da'maskas/ n damascened steel used esp for sword 
blades 

'damask /damask/ a 1 a reversible lustrous fabric (e g of linen, cotton, 
or silk) having a plain background woven with patterns 2 greyish red 
[ME damaske, fr ML damascus, fr Damascus] 

Hiamask adj 1 made of or resembling damask 2 of the colour 
damask 

.damask 'rose a a large fragrant pink rose cultivated esp as a source of 
attar of roses [obs Damask (of Damascus), fr obs Damask (Damas- 
cus)] 

dame /daym/ Ala woman of rank, station, or authority- eg a the wife 
or daughter of a lord b a female member of an order of knighthood - used 
as a title preceding the Christian name 2a an elderly woman, specif a 
comic one in pantomime played usu by a male actor b chiefly NAm a 
woman - infml [ME, fr OF, fr L domina, fem of dominus master; akin 
to L domus house - more at i imber] 

'dame .school a a school in which reading and writing were taught by 
a woman in her home 

dame's violet n a Eurasian plant of the mustard family widely culti- 
vated for its spikes of fragrant white or purple flowers 
damfool /.dam'foohl/ adj extremely foolish or stupid - infml [alter, of 
*damn 4 fool] 

dammar, damar also dammer /dama/ a aiy of vanous resins derived 
from trees and used esp in inks and vamishks [Malay damar] 
dammit /damit/ inter; - used to express amioyance; slang [by alter, of 
'damn 4 if] - as near as dammit almost exSctly 
'damn /dam/ vt 1 to condemn to a punishment or fate; esp to condemn 
to hell 2 to condemn as a failure by public dnticism 3 to bring ruin on 
4 to curse > often used as an inteijection to eipress annoyance it alK) 
vi to curse, swear [ME dampnen, fr OF dampner, fr L damnare, fr 
damnum damage, loss, fine] - I'll be damned - used to express astonish- 
ment - 111 be damned If I emphatically do not or will not <ril be damned 
if rii go} 

Hiamn n 1 the utterance of the word damn as a curse 2 the slightest bit 
</ couldn't care a ~> - chiefly in negative phrases 
^amn adj or adv - used as an intensive - damn well beyond doubt or 
question; certainly (^better damn well marry that boy - Spare Rib} 
damnabla /damnabt/ adj 1 liable to or deserving condemnation 2 very 
bad; detestable weather} - damnablenen a, damnably adv 
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.damn 'all n, Br A Can nothing at all - slang 
damnation /dam'naysh(3)n/ n damning or being damned 
damnatory /'damn3t(3)ri/ adj expressing, imposing, or causing con- 
demnation 

damnad /damd/ adj or adv damneder /-da/; damnedest, damndest 
/-dist/ ’damn 

damnadeat, damndest /'damdist/ n utmost, best - chiefly in do one's 
damnedest (jdomg her ^ to succeedy\ infml 

damnify /'damnifle/ vt to cause loss or damage to [MF damntfier, fr OF. 

fr LL damnificare, fr L damnificus injurious, fr damnum damage] 
damning /'darning/ adj causing or leading to condemnation or ruin 
(presented some ^ testimonyy - damningly adv 
damosal, damozel /'damazel/ n a damsel 

'damp /damp/ n 1 a noxious gas, esp in a coal mine 2 moisture, humidity 
3 DAMPER 2 (the bad news cast a on his spintsy 4 archaic fog. mist 
[MD or MLG, vapour; akin to OHG damph vapour, OE dim dim] - 
damp-proof /*- ,-/ adj 

’damp vt la to diminish the activity or intensity of the fire in the 
fumacey - often 4 down b to reduce progressively the vibration or 
oscillation of (e g sound waves) 2 to dampen ^ vi to dimmish progress- 
ively in vibration or oscillation 

’damp adj slightly or moderately wet - damply adv, dampness n, dampish 
adj 

'damp .course n a honzontal damp-resistant layer near the ground in 
a masonry wall -Jj building 

dampen /'dampan/ vf 1 to check or dimmish the activity or vigour of 
(esp feelings) (nothing could ~ his spintsy 2 to make damp 3 damp lb 

- dampener o 

damper /'dampa/ n 1 a device that damps e g a a valve or plate (e g 
in the flue of a f^umace) for regulating the draught b a small felted block 
which prevents or stops the vibration of a piano stnng c a device (e g a 
shock absorber) designed to bring a mechanism to rest with minimum 
oscillation 2 a dulling or deadening influence (put a ^ on the celebra- 
tiotiy 3 Austr A NZ unleavened bread made with flour and water and 
baked m the ashes of a fire 

.damp 'squib n, Br sthg that ends feebly, esp after a promising start - 
infml 

damsel /damzal/ n, archaic a young woman, a girl (ME damesel, fr OF 
dameisele, fr (assumed) VL domniceUa young noblewoman, dim of L 
domina lady] 

'damsel.fly /-.flie/ n any of numerous insects distinguished from the 
related dragonflies esp by projecting stalked wings that are folded above 
the body when the insect is at rest 

damson /'damzan/ n (the small acid purple fruit oO an Asiatic plum that 
is a cultivated bullace [ME, fr L prunum damascenum, lit , plum of 
Damascus] 

dan /dan/ n a level of expertise in an Onental martial art (e g judo) 
[Jap] 

'danca /dahns/ vi 1 to engage in or perform a dance 2 to move quickly 
up and down or about '^vt 1 to perform or take part in as a dancer 2 
to bring or accompany into a specified condition by dancing d her way 
to famey [ME dauncen, fr OF dancier] - danceable /-sabl/ adj, 

dancer n 

’dance n 1 (an act or instance or the art oQ a senes of rhythmic and 
patterned bodily movements usu performed to music 2 a social gathenng 
for dancing 3 a piece of music for dancing to 
.danca of 'death n danse macabre 

dandelion /'dandi,lie*3n/ n any of a genus of yellow-flowered bpm^ite 
plants including one that occurs virtually worldwide as a weed 
PLANT [MF dent de lion, lit., lion's tooth] 
dander /'danda/ n anger, temper - chiefly in have/get one's dander up, 
infml [perh fr dander, dunder (ferment)] 

Dandle Dinmont terrier /.dandi 'dinmont/ n (a dog oO a breed of 
terriers with short legs, a long body, and a rough coat [Z^andie Dinmont, 
character owning 2 such dogs in the novel Guy Mannering by Sir Walter 
Scott tl832 Sc wnter] 

dandify /'dandifle/ vt to caus4 to resemble a dandy - dandification 
/-ri'kaysh(a)n/ n 

dandle /'dandi/ vt dandling /'dandling, 'dandl-ing/ to move (e g a baby) 
up and down in one's arms or on one's knee in aflectionate play [origin 
unknown] 

dandruff /'dandruf, -draf/ n a scurf that comes off the scalp in small 
white or greyish scales [prob fr dand- (origin unknown) ^ -rufT, of Scand 
origin; akin to ON hrufa scab; akin to OHG hruf scurf, Lith kraupus 
rough] - dandmfiy adj 


'dandy /'dandi/ n a man who gives exaggerated attention to dress and 
demeanour [perh fr Dandy, nickname for Andrew] - dandyish adj, 
dandyishly adv, dandyism n 

’dandy adj, NAm very good; flrst-rate - infml, not now in vogue 
'dandy .brush n a coarse brush used in grooming horses 
Dane /dayn/ n a native or inhabitant of Denmark [ME Dan, fr ON 
Danr] 

danegeld /'dayn, geld/ n, often cap an annual tax levied in the 10th, 1 1th, 
and 12th cs, prob imposed ong to buy off Danish invaders in England or 
to maintain forces to oppose them [ME, fr Dane (gen pi of Dan Dane) 

♦ geld tnbutc, payment, fr OE gield\ akin to OE gieldan to pay (for), 
reward - more at yilld] 

Danelaw /'dayn, law/ n (the law in force in) the part of England held by 
the Danes before the Norman G)nque$t m 1066 
danger /'daynja/ n 1 exposure to the possibility of injury, pain, or loss 
2 a case or cause of danger (the '-'S of miningy [ME daunger, fr OF 
dangler, alter of dongier, fr (assumed) VL dominianum, fr L dominium 
ownership] 

'danger .list n a list of those (e g hospital patients) in danger (e g of 
dying) 

'danger .money n extra pay for dangerous work 
dangerous /’daynj(a)ras/ adj 1 exposing to or involving danger 2 able 
or likely to inflict injury - dangerously adv, dangerousness n 
dangle /'dang gl/ vb dangling /'dang-gling/ vi to hang or swing loosely 
^vt 1 to cause to dangle, swing 2 to display enticingly <^d the 
possibility before themiy [prob of Scand ongin, akin to Dan dangle to 
dangle] - dangler n. danglingly adv 

Daniel /'danyal/ n (an Old Testament book of narratives, visions and 
prophecies which tells oO a Jewish hero, who, as an exile in Babylon, 
interpreted dreams, gave accounts of apocalyptic visions, and was divinely 
delivered from a den of lions 
'Danish /'daynish/ adj (charactcnstic) of Denmark 
’Danish n the Germanic language of the Danes ^3^ language 
.Danish 'blue n a soft strongly flavoured Danish cheese with blue 
veins 

.Danish 'pastry n (a piece oO confectionery made from a nch yeast 
dough with a sweet filling 

dank /dangk/ adj unpleasantly moist or wet [ME danke, prob of Scand 
ongin] - dankiy adv, dankness n 

danse macabre /.donhs ma'kahbra, ma'kahb (Fr dors makazbr)/ n (a 
dance symbolizing) a medieval artistic theme in which death leads people 
to the grave [F, lit , macabre dance] 
danseur /donh'suh (Fr dosoeir)/ n a male ballet dancer [F, fr danscr to 
dance] 

danseuse /donh'suhz (Fr duspzz)/ n a female ballet dancer [F, fem of 
danseur] 

dap /dap/ vi -pp- to fish by allowing the bait to touch the surface of the 
water lightly [perh alter of ^dab] 

daphne /'dafni/ n any of a genus of Eurasian shrubs [NL, genus name, 
fr L, laurel, fr Gk daphn^ 

daphnia /’dafhi a/ n any of a genus of minute freshwater crustaceans 
used as food for aquanum fish [NL. genus name] 
dapper /'dapa/ adj, esp of a small man neat and spruce as regards 
clothing and demeanour [ME dapyr, fr MD dapper quick, strong; akin 
to OHG tapfar heavy, OSlav debelu thick] - dapperly adv, dappsr- 
ness n 

dapple /'dapl/ vb dappling /'dapling, 'dapl-ing/ to mark or become 
marked with rounded patches of varying shade [ME dappel-grey, adj, 
grey vanegated with spots of different colour] -• dapple n 
dapsone /'dapsohn/ n a synthetic antibacterial drug used esp as the 
major treatment for leprosy [i^mtnodiphenyl-sulphone] 

Darby and Joan /.dahbi and 'john/ n a happily married elderly couple 
[prob fr Darby A Joan, couple in an 18th-c song] 

'dare /dea/ vb dared, archaic durst /duhst/ vi to have sufficient courage 
or impudence (to) (no one -^dsaya wordy (try it if you ^ vf la to 

challenge to perform an action, esp as a proof of courage <^d him to 
jumpy h to confront boldly; defy < ^ d rAe anger of her familyy 2 to have 
the courage to contend against, venture, or try [ME tier (1 A 3 sing, pres 
indie), fr OE dear, akin to OHG gitar (1 & 3 sing, pres indie) dar^ L 
in/hsrus hostile] - darer n 

’dare n a challenge to a bold act (foolishly took a ^ > 
daredevil /'dea.devl/ n or adj (sby) recklessly bold - daradcvilry 
/-ri/ n 

daren't /deant/ dare not 
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daresay /.dea'say/ vb pres I sing venture to say (so); think (it) probable; 
suppose (so) [ME (I) dsr sayen 1 venture to say] 

'daring /during/ adj adventurously bold in action or thought 
acrobats^ chmesy ~ daringly adv, daringneas n 
‘daring n venturesome boldness 

dariola /dariohl/ n (a dish cooked or set in) a small cup-shaped mould 
for cakes, jellies, creams, etc [F, fr MF, pastry filled with cream] 

Dar jaaling /dah'jeeling/ n a high-quality tea grown esp in the mountain- 
ous districts of N India [Daijedwg, city in India] 

'dark /dahk/ adj 1 (partially) devoid of light 2n (partially) black b of a 
colour of (very) low lightness 3a ansing from or showing evil traits or 
desires; evil b dismal, sad <rooir a ^ view of the futurej c lacking 
knowledge or culture 4 not fair, swarthy <Jher ^ good looks} 5 secret 
(Jkcpt bis plans 6 of a theatre temporanly not presenting any 
production [ME derk, fr OE deorv, akin to OHG tarchannen to hide, Gk 
thrassm to trouble] - darkish adj, darkly adv, darkness n 
‘dark n la the absence of light; darkness b a place or time of little or no 
light; night, nightfall (aAer > 2 a dark or deep colour - in the dark 
in ignorance (,kept the public in the dark about the agreement} 

'Dark ,Agas n pi the period from about ad 476 to about 1000 
darken /'dahkan/ vb to make or become dark or darker - dark- 
eaer n 

.dark 'horsa n sby or sthg (e g a contestant) little known, but with a 
potential much greater than the evidence would suggest 
'dark .lantern n a lantern that can be closed to conceal the light 
darkling /"dahkling/a^r' Idark 2 done or taking place in the dark USE 
chiefly poetic [ME derkelyng, fr derk dark -Jyng -ling] 

'darkroom /-.roohm, -room/ n a room with no light or with a safelight 
for handling and processing light-sensitive photographic materials 
'darksome /-sam/ adj dark - poetic 
darky, darkey /'dahki/ n a Negro - derog ['dark + '->] 

'darling /dahling/ n la a dearly loved person b dear lb 2 a favounte 
(the critics* ~> [ME derling, fr OE deorling, fr deore dear] 

‘darling adj 1 dearly loved, favourite 2 charming <a ^ little house} - 
used esp by women 

'darn /dahn/ vt to mend (sthg) with interlacing stitches woven across a ■ 
hole or worn part a sock} [prob fr F dial, darner] - darner n 
‘darn n a place that has been darned <a sweater full of ^ s> 

*darn vb to damn [euphemism] - darned adj or adv 
Hlarn adj or adv damned 

darnal /dahnl/ n any of several grasses tint are common weeds 
[ME] 

'dart /daht/ n la a small projectile with a pointed shaft at one end and 
flights of feather, plastic, etc at the other b pi but sing in constr a game 
in which darts are thrown at a danboard 2 sthg with a slender pointed 
shaft or outline; specif a stitched tapering fold put in a garment to shape 
it to the figure 3 a quick movement; a dash [ME, fr MF, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OHG tart dart] 

‘dart vr 1 to throw with a sudden movement 2 to thrust or move with 
sudden speed 3 to put a dart or darts in (a garment or part of a garment) 
^ VI to move suddenly or rapidly <-^ed across the road} 

'dartboard /-.bawd/ n a circular target used in darts that is divided, usu 
by wire, into different scoring areas 

dartar /'dahto/ n any of several fish-eating birds related to the cormor- 
ants but having a long slender neck [^dart ^ ^-er] 

Dartmoor pony /'dahtmaw, -mooa/ n (any of) an old breed of small 
shaggy English ponies [Dartmoor, region of SW England] 

Darwinian /dah'winyon, -ni-an/ adj of (the theories or followers oO 
Charles Darwin, or Darwinism [Charles Darwin tl882 E naturalist] - 
DarwiniaB n 

Darwinism /'dahwiniz(»)m/ n a theory of evolution asserting that alf 
the groups of plants and animals have arisen by natural selection - 
•Darwialst a, darwinist, darwinistic /-'nistik/ adj, alien cap 
*daah /dash/ vt I to strike or knock violently 2 to break by striking or 
knocking 3 to datroy, ruin (the news -ed her hopes} 4 Br damn 4 - 
euph it ally •^vi \ to move with sudden speed <~ed through the 
rain} 2 to smash [ME dasahen, prob of unit origin; (4) euphemism] 
‘daah n 1 (the sound produced by) a sudden burst or splash 2a a stroke 
of a pen b a punctuation mark - used esp to indicate a break in the 
thott^t or structure of a sentence 3 a small but significant addition (a 
of salt} 4 liveliness of style and action; panache 5 a sudden onset, rush, 
or attempt 6 a signal (e g a flash or audible tone) of relatively long 
. duration that is one of the 2 fundamental units of Morse code - compare 
•dot a 1 Br PRIME 5 

dashboard /*dashjMWd/ n a panel extending across, a motor car, 


aeroplane, or motorboat below the windscreen and usu containing dials 
and controls 

dashiki /da'sheeki/ n a usu bnghtly coloured loose-fitting pull-on shirt 
traditionally worn in W Africa [alter of Yoruba danshiki] 
dashing /"dashing/ adj 1 marked by vigorous action; spirited 2 marked 
by smartness, esp in dress and manners - dashingly adv 
dash off VI to complete or execute (e g wnting or drawing) hastily <da8h 
off a letter} 

dash pot /"dash, pot/ n a device for cushioning or damping a movement 
(e g of a mechanical part) to avoid shock 
dassie /"dahsi/ n a hyrax of southern Africa [Afnk] 
dastard /"dastad/ n, archaic a coward; esp one who commits malicious 
acts [ME, perh fr ON dtestr exhausted] 

'dastardly /-li/ adj, archaic despicably malicious or cowardly - daatard- 
linens n 

data /"dahta, 'dayta/ n pi but sing or pi in constr factual information (e g 
measurements or statistics) used as a basis for reasoning, discussion, or 
calculation (all the essential are here - TLS} (any ^ he could glean 
was valuable - TLS} [pi of datum] 

'data .bank n a collection of data organized esp for rapid search and 
retneval (e g by computer) computer 
'data .base n jhe data that is accessible to a data-proccssing system (e g 
a computer) — ^ computer 

.data 'processing n the conversion (e g by computer) of crude informa- 
tion into usable or storable form computer - data processor n 
'date /dayt/ n (the oblong edible fruit oO a tall palm [ME, fr OF, denv 
of L dactylus, fr Gk daktylos, lit . finger] 

‘date n la the time reckoned in days or larger units at which an event 
occurs (the — of her birth} b a statement of such a time (the — on the 
letter} 2 the period of time to which sthg belongs 3a an appointment for 
a specified time; esp a social engagement between 2 people of opposite sex 

- infml b NAm a person of the opposite sex with whom one has a dale 

- mfml [ME. fr MF, fr LL data, fr data (as in data Romae given at Rome), 
fern of L datus, pp of dare to give, akin to Gk didonai to give] - to date 
up to the present moment 

‘date vt 1 to determine the date of <-« an antique} 2 to record the date 
of 3a to mark with charactenstics typical of a particular period b to show 
up plainly the age of (his knickerbockers him} 4 chiefly NAm to make 
or have a date with (a person of the opposite sex) - infml -- v; 1 to have 
been in existence - usu + from 2 to become old-fashioned (clothes that 
never - datable, dateable /'daytobi/ adj, dater n 
'dated adj l provided with a date <a ^ document} 2 out-of-date, 
old-fashioned datedly adv, datedneas n 
dateless /"daytlis/ adj 1 having no date 2 timeless 
'date.line /-Men/ n la line in a written document or publication giving 
the date and place of composition or issue 2 international date line 

- dateline vt 

'date, stamp /-.stamp/ n (the mark made by) a device for stamping a 
date 

dative /"daytiv/ n (a form in) a grammatical case exprcs.sing typically the 
indirect object of a verb, the object of some prepositions, or a possessor 
[ME datif, fr L dativus, lit., relating to giving, fr datus] - dative adj 
dative bond n ccxirdinate bond [fr the donation of electrons by one 
of the atoms] 

datum /'dahtam; NAm 'daytam/ n, pi (1) data /-ta/, (2) datnnia 1 sthg 
given or admitted, esp as a basis for reasoning or drawing conclusions 2 
sthg used as a basis for measuring or calculating [L, fr neut of datus] 
datura /da'tyooara/ n the thorn apple or s related, usu very poisonous, 
plant of the nightshade family [NL, gekus name, fr Hindi dhatura 
jirasonweed] 

'daub /dawb/ vt 1 to cover or coat with soft adhesive matter; plaster 2 
to coat with a dirty substance 3 to apply (ej colouring material) crudely 
(to) VI to paint without much skill [M^dauben, fr OF dauber, denv 
of L dealbare to whiten, whitewash, piaster, fr de- + albus white] - 
duber n 

‘daubn 1 material used to daub walls <wartilea/id'«> 2 a daubing 3 sthg 
daubed on; a smear 4 a crude picture 

daubb. /dohb/ n a stew of meat, esp beef, braised in red wine [F] 
'daughtar /'dawta/ n la a human female having the relation of child to 
parent b ^ female descendant - often pi 2a a human female having a 
speafied origin or affiliation (a ^ of the Church} b sthg considered as 
a daughter (French is a (language) of Latin} 3 an isotope formed as 
the inunediate product of the radioactive decay of an element [ME 
daughter, fr OE dohtor, akin to OHO tohter daughter, Ok thygaicr] - 
daaghterleaa adj, daughterly adj 
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‘daughter adj 1 having the charactenstics or relationship of a daughter 
2 of the first generation of offspring, molecules, etc produced by reproduc- 
tion, division, or replication <rAc ce//s) 

'daughter-in-.law n, pi daughters-ln-law the wife of one's son 
daunt /dawnt/ vt to lessen the courage of, inspire awe in [ME daunten, 
fr OF danter, alter, of donter, fr L domitare to tame, fr domitus, pp of 
domarc - more at tamf] 

daunting /'dawnting/ adj discouraging, disheartening <a ^ task} - 
dauntinRiy adv 

'dauntless /-lis/ adj fearless <a ^ heroy - dauntlessly adv, dauotless- 
neaa n 

dauphin /'dohfanh (f'r doft )/ n, oflcn cap the eldest son of a king of 
France [MF dairin, fr OF, title of lords of the Dauphine, fr Dalfm, a 
surname] 

dauphine /'dohfecn (Fr dofin)/ n, often cap the wife of the 
dauphin [F] 

davenport /'davan.pawt/ n 1 a small compact wnting desk 2 chiefly 
NAm a large upholstered sofa, esp one that converts into a bed [prob fr 
the name Davenport] 

davit /'davit/ n any of 2 or more projecting arms on a vessel which are 
used as cranes, esp for lowenng boats [prob fr the name David] 

Davy Jones's locker /.dayvi 'johnziz/ n the bottom of the sea [Davy 
Jones, legendary spin! of the sea] 

‘Davy .lamp /'dayvi/ n an early safety lamp used in mines [Sir Humphry 
Davy tl829 E chemist & inventor] 

daw /daw/ n a jackdaw [ME dawe-, akin to OHG taha jackdaw] 
dawdle /'dawdl/ vi dawdling /'dawdling/ vi 1 to spend time idly 
over one’s a^ffec/ i to move lackadaisically [origin unknown] - dawdle 
n, dawdler /'dawdb/ n 

'dawn /dawn/ vt 1 to begin to grow light as the sun nses 2 to begin to 
appear or develop 3 to begin to be perceived or understood Qhe truth 
finally ^cd on himy [ME dawnen, prob back-formation fr dawning 
daybreak, alter of dawing, fr OE dagung, fr dagian to dawn] 

‘dawn n 1 the first appearance of light in the moniiiig 2 .a first 
appearance, a beginning <f/»c ^ of the space agey 
day /day/ n 1 the time of light when the sun is above the honzon between 
one night and the next 2 the time required by a celestial body, specif the 
earth, to turn once on its axis 3 the solar day of 24 hours beginning at 
midnight 4 a specified day or date <wasA ^ ) 5 a specified time or penod 
< 1/1 grandfather’s - > 6 the conflict or contention of the day (played hard 
and won the -^y 7 the time established by usage or law for work, school, 
or business (an 8-hour ^ > 8 an era [ME, fr OE daeg\ akin to OHG tag 
day] - day in, day out day aitek day > from day to day ^daiiy 
.day after 'day adv for an indefinite or seemingly endless number of 
successive days 
Dayak /'die.ak/ n (a) Dyak 

day bed /'day. bed/ n a narrow bed or couch for rest or sleep dunng the 
day 

'day.break /-.brayk/ n dawn 1 

'day.dream /-.dreem/ n a visionary, usu wish-fulfillmg, creation of the 
waking imagination - daydream vi 

Dayglo /’day.glow/ trademark - used for a type of paint which glows in 
natural daylight 

'day, light /-.liet/ n 1 dawn 1 2 knowledge or understanding of sthg that 
has been obscure (began to see ^ on the prohlemiy 3 pi mental soundness 
or stability, wits (scared the out of hery - infml 
.daylight 'robbery n, Br an instance of exorbitant pricing or charging 
- infml 

daylight saving time n, chiefly NAm time usu 1 hour ahead of 
standard time and used esp dunng the summer - compare British 

SUMMER TIME 

'day .Illy n any of various Eurasian plants of the lily family cultivated for 
their short-lived flowers 

day nursery n a public centre for the care of young children 
.Day of A'tonemeht n yom kippur 

.day of 'reckoning n a time udKn the results of mistakes or misdeeds 
are felt, or when offences are punished 

day releaae n a system in Britain whereby workers are allowed days off 
work to attend educational courses 

.day-return n, Br a ticket sold for a return journey on the same day and 
usu at a reduced rate if used outside rush hours 
daya /dayz/ adv, chiefly NAm by day repeatedly; on any day 
'day, spring /-.spnng/ n dawn 1 - poetic 
'day, star /-.stah/ a I morning star 2 sun la 
.day-to-'day adj 1 taking place, made, or done in the course of successive 


days problemsy 2 providing for a day at a time with little thought 
for the future (lived an aimless - existencey 

daze /dayz/ vt to stupefy, esp by a blow; stun [ME dasen, fr ON dasa 
(in dasask to become exhausted)] - daze n, dazedly /'dayzidli/ adv, 
dazedness /'dayz(i)dnis/ n 

dazzle /'dazl/ vb dazzling /'dazling/ vi 1 to lose clear vision, esp from 
looking at bnght light 2a to shine bnlliantly b to arouse admiration by 
an impressive display ^vt 1 to overpower or temporanly blind (the sight) 
with light 2 to impress deeply, overpower, or confound with bnlliance 
<^d the crowd with her oratoryy [fireq of daze] - dazzlb n, dazzler n, 
dazzlingly adv 

'D .day /dee/ n a day set for launching an operation; specif June 6, 1944, 
on which the Allies began the invasion of France in WW 11 [A abbr for 
day] 

DDT n a synthetic chlonnaied water-insoluble insecticide that tends to 
accumulate in food chains and is poisonous to many vertebrates 
[dichloro-diphenyl-rnchloro-ethane] 

de- /dee-/ prefix la do the opposite of (a specified action) 
(depopulatey (decomposey b reverse of <de-empAa- 
sisy (detndustnalizauony 2a remove (sthg specified) from 
(delousey (decapitatey b remove from (sthg specified) (dtthroney 3 
reduce (devalue'} 4 alight from (a specified thing) <detrain> [ME, fr OF 
de-, des-, partly fr L de- from, down, away (fr de) and partly fr L dis-; 
L de akin to Olr di from, OE to to - more at ro. dis-] 
deacon /'deekan/ n a subordinate officer in a Chnstian church e g a a 
clergyman ranking below a pnest and, in the Anglican and Roman 
Catholic churches, usu a candidate for ordination as pnest b an assistant 
minister in a Lutheran parish c any of a group of laymen with adminis- 
trative and sometimes spintual duties in vanous Protestant churches 
[ME dekene, fr OE dacon, fr LL diaconus, fr Gk diakonos, ht , servant, 
fr dia- f -konos (akin to enkonetn to be active), akin to L conan to 
attempt] 

deaconess /.deeka'nes, '— / n a woman assisting in the ministry of a 
Protestant church 

deactivate /dee'aktivayt/ vt to make inactive or inefTective - desetiva- 
tor n, deactivation /-'vaysh(a)n/ n 

'dead /ded/ adj 1 depnved of life; having died 2a(l) having the appear- 
ance of death, deathly (in a ^ famfy (2) lacking power to move, feel, or 
respond, numb b very tired c grown cold; extinguished coalsy 3a 
inanimate, inert mattery b barren, infertile soify 4a(l) no longer 
having power or effect (a ^ lawy (a ^ battayy (2) no longer having 
interest, relevance, or significance (a ^ issuey b no longer used, obsolete 
(a ^ languagey c no longer existing (charity is d lacking in activity 
e lacking elasticity or springiness f out of action or use; specif fm from 
any connection to a source of voltage and free from electric charges g 
temporarily out of play (a ^ baity 5 not imparting motion or power 
although otherwise functioning <a ~ rearaxley 6 lacking warmth, odour, 
vigour, or taste 7a absolutely uniform (^ levety b exact centre of 
the targety c abrupt (brought toa stopy d complete, absolute (a ^ 
silencey (a ~ lossy (a ^ gtveawayy 8 lacking in gaiety or animation - 
chiefly infml [ME deed, fr OE dead; akin to ON dauthr dead, deyja to 
die ~ more at 'die] - deadneas n 

'dead n l pi m constr dead people or ammals 2 the state of being dead 
(raised him from the - Col 2 12(RSV)> 3 the time of greatest quiet 
or inactivity (the of nighty 

'dead adv 1 absolutely, utterly certain > 2 suddenly and completely 
(stopped --> 3 directly, exactly aheady(^ on timey 4 Br very, 
extremely <— luckyy - infml 

dead-'ball .line n 1 a line at each end of a rugby pitch, not more than 
23m (about 2Syd) behind the goal line, beyond which the ball is out of 
play SPORT 2 a soccer goal line 

dead bat n a cricket bat held loosely so that a ball stnking it will not 
travel far through the air 
deadbeat /'dcd.beet/ n, chiefly NAm a loafer 
.dead 'duck n sby or sthg (e g a scheme) unlikely to succeed; a nonstarter 
- infml 

deaden /'dedan/ vt 1 to depnve of liveliness, brilliance, sensation, or 
force 2 to make (eg a wall) impervious to sound [dead -> ^-en] - 
deadencr n, deadeningly adv 

.dead-end adj la lacking opportunities for advancement (a Joby b 
lacking an exit (a ^ streety 2 made aggressively antisocial by a dead-end 
existence ktdsy 

.dead 'end n 1 an end (e g of a street) without an exit 2 a position, 
situation, or course of action that leads no further 
deadening /dedaning/ n material used to soundproof walls or floors 
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'dead .hand n 1 mortmain 2 the oppressive influence of the past 
.daad'haad /-'bed/ vt, Br to remove dead flower heads from (a plant) 
.dead 'heat n an inconclusive finish to a race or other contest, in which 
the fastest time, highest total, etc is achieved by more than one competitor 

- dead-beat vi 

.daad lattar n l a law that has lost its force without being formally 
abolished 2 an undelivenible and unretumable letter 
'daad,light /-.liet/ n a metal cover or shutter fitted inside a porthole to 
keep out light and water 

daadlina /'dedlien/ n 1 a boundary beyond which it is not possible or 
permitted to pass 2 a date or time before which sthg (e g the presentation 
of copy for publication) must be done 

deadlock /dedlok/ n 1 a lock that can be opened and shut only by a 
key 2 inaction or neutralization resulting from the opposition of equally 
powerful and uncompromising people or factions; a standstill 3 a tied 
score > deadlock vt 

'deadly /dcdli/ adj 1 likely to cause or capable of producing death <a ~ 
disease} <a — instrument} 2a aiming to kill or destroy; implacable <a 
enemy} b unerring accuracy} c marked by determination or extreme 
seriousness <s/ie was in ~ earnest} 3 lacking animation, dull 
bores} (,a ^ conversation} 4 intense, extreme fear} - deadli- 

’deadly adv 1 suggesting death pale} 2 extremely senous} 
.deadly 'nightshade /'met.shayd/ n a European poisonous nightshade 
that has dull purple flowers and black berries 
.deadly 'sin n any of the 7 sins of pride, covetousness, lust, anger, 
gluttony, envy, and sloth held to lead to damnation 
.dead .man's 'handle n, Br a handle that requires constant pressure to 
allow operation (e g of a train or tram) 

.dead .man's ‘fingers n a fleshy soft coral of European coastal 
waters 

'deadpan /ded'pan/ adj impassive, expressionless [dead -k pan. n 
(face)] 

^deadpan adv in a deadpan manner 

.dead 'reckoning n the calculation without celestial observations of the 
position of a ship or aircraft, from the record of the courses followed, the 
distance travel!^, etc - dead reckon vb, dead reckoner n 
'deadweight /-.wayt/ n l the unrelieved weight of an inert mass 2 a 
ship's total weight including cargo, fuel, stores, crew, and passengers 
'deadwood /-.wood/ n useless personnel or matj^nal 
deaf /def/ adj 1 (partially) lacking the sense of heanng 2 unwilling to 
hear or listen to; not to be persuaded < --> ro reason} [ME deef. fr OE deaf, 
akin to Gk typhlos blind, typhein to smoke, L fumus smoke - more at 
fume] > deafish adj, deafly adv, deafticss n 
'deaf-.aid n, Br HF.ARING AID 

deafen /defan/ vt to make deaf vi to cause deafness or stun sby with 
noise - deafeningly adv 

.deaf-'mute n or adj (one who is) deaf and dumb 
'deal /deel/ ii 1 a usu large or mdefinite quantity or degree; a lot <a great 
of support} <a good ^ faster} 2a the act or right of distnbuting cards 
to players in a card game b hand 9b [ME deel, fr OE dxt\ akin to OE 
dal division, portion, OHG tcil part] 

’deal vb dealt /delt/ vt la to give as sby’s portion; apportion b to 
distribute (playing cards) to players in a game 2 to administer, bestow 
<-^t him a blow} '^vi 1 to distribute the cards in a card game 2 to 
concern oneself or itself <r/re book ^ s with education} 3a to trade b to 
sell or distribute sthg as a business in insurance} 4 to take action with 

regard to sby or sthg with an offender} 

*dealji 1 a transaction 2 treatment received <aniiv~> 3 an arrangement 
for mutual advantage 

MMlfl(a sawn piece oO flr or pine timber [MD or MLXj de/e plank; akin 
to OHO diii plank] - deal adj 

dMilpr /'deela/ n 1 sby who deals in goods or services 2 sby or sthg that 
deals playing cards ['deal + '-er] 

dealing /*deeling/ n I pi friendly or business interactions 2 a method 
of business; a manner ^ conduct [ME deling, fr gerund of delen to 
deal] 

'dean, dene /deen/ n, Br a narrow wooded valley containing a stream 
[ME dene, fr OE denu] 

^dMn 0 la the head of the chapter of a collegiate or cathedral church • 
often used as a title b rural dean 2 the head of a university division, 
facuhy, or school 3 a doyen [ME deen, fr MF deien, fr LL decanus, lit., 
chief of ten, fir L decern ten - more at ten] - deanship n 
' dggngry /'deenart/ 0 the office, jurisdiction, or offlcial residence of a 
elerical dean 


'dear /dia/ adj 1 highly valued; much loved > often used in address 
Sir} 2 expensive 3 heartfelt <Aer est wish} [ME dere, fr OE dwre] - 
dear adv, dearly adv, dearness n 

’dear n la a loved one; a sweetheart b - used as a familiar or aflectionate 
form of address 2 a lovable person 

’dear inteij - used typically to express annoyance or dismay < 0/1 ~ > [prob 
short for dear God or dear Lord\ 

dearth /duhth/ n an inadequate supply, a scarcity [ME derthe, fr dere 
dear, costly] 

deary /'dian/ n a dear person - used chiefly in address 
death /deth/ n 1 a permanent cessation of all vital functions, the end of 
life 2 the cause or occasion of loss of life (jdnnktng was the of him} 
3 cap death personified, usu represented as a skeleton with a scythe 4 the 
state of being dead 5 extinction, disappearance [ME deeth, fr OE death-, 
akin to ON dauthi death, deyja to die - more at 'dif] - at death's door 
seriously ill - to death beyond all acceptable limits, excessively (pored to 
death) 

'death.bed /-.bed/ n - on one's deathbed near the point of death 
'death.blow /-.bloh/ n a destructive or killing stroke or event 
'daath .cap n a very poisonous toadstool 
'death .cell n condemned cell 

'death .duty n, chieffy Br tax levied on the estate of a dead person - often 
pi with sing meaning 

'deathless /-hs/ adj immortal, impenshablc fame} - deathlessly 
adv, deathlessness n 

'deathly Ah/ adj (suggestive) of death (a ^ pallor} - deathly adv 
'death .mask n a cast taken from the face of a dead person 
'death .rate n the number of deaths per KXX) people in a population over 
a given penod 

'death .rattle n a gurgling sound produced by air passing through mucus 
in the lungs and throat of a dying person 
'death's-.head n a human skull symbolic of death 
death's-head moth n a very large European hawkmoth with 
skull-shaped markings on its back 
'death .trap n a potentially lethal structure or place 
’ 'death .warrant n a warrant for the execution of a death sentence 
'death, watch /-.woch/ n a vigil kept with tlie dead or dying [death i 
watch (vigil)] 

deathwatch beetle n any of vanous small wood-bonng beetles 
common in old buildings 

'death-.wlsh n a usu unconscious desire for the death of another or 
oneself 

deb /deb/ n a debutante - infml - debby adj 
debacle /di'bahkal/ n 1 a tumultuous breakup of ice in a river 2 a 
violent disruption (e g of an army); a rout 3 a complete failure, a fiasco 
[F debacle, fr debacler to unbar, fr MF desbacler, fr des- de- ♦ bacler to 
bar, fr OProv baclar, fr (assumed) VL bacculare, fr L baculum staff - 
more at bacterium] 

debag /.dee'bag/ vt -gg- Br to remove the trousers of as a joke or 
punishment - infml [de- + bags (trousers)] 

debar /.dee'bah/ vt -rr- to bar from having, doing, or undergoing sthg; 
preclude [ME debarren, fr MF desbarrer to unbar, fr des- de- + barrer 
to bar] - debarment n 

debark /.dec’bahk/ vt to remove the bark from (a tree) 
debase /di'bays/ vt 1 to lower in status, esteem, quality, or character 2a 
to reduce the intrinsic value of (a com) by increasing the content of 
low-value metal b to reduce the exchange value of (a monetary unit) [de- 
^ 'base] - debasement n, debaser n 
debatable /di'baytabl/ adj 1 claimed by iliore than I country 
territory} 2 open to debate; questionable 
'debate /di’bayt/ n a contention by words or arguments; esp the formal 
discussion of a motion a in parliament b between 2 opposing sides 
’debate vi la to contend in words b to discusf a question by considering 
opposed arguments 2 to participate in a deba^ ^ vt 1 to argue about 2 
to consider [ME debaten, fr MF debatre, fr OF, fr de- + batre to beat, 
fr L battuere • more at battle] - debater n 
'debauch /di'bawch/ vt 1 to lead away from virtue or excellence 2 to 
make excessively intemperate or sensual [MF debauchee, fr OF des- 
bauchier to scatter, rough-hew (timber), fr des- de- ■¥ bauch beam, of Gmc 
origin; akin to OHG balko beam] - debancher n 
’debauch 0 1 an act or occasion of debauchery 2 an orgy 
debauchee /di,baw'chee/ 0 one given to debauchery [F dibauchS, fr pp 
of dHmucher] 

debauchery /di'bawchari/ 0 excessive indulgence in the pleasures of the 
flesh 
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debenture /di'bencha/ n, Br a loan secured on the assets of a company 
in respect of which the company must pay a Fixed interest before any 
dividends are paid to its own shareholders [ME dcbentur, fr L, they are 
due, fr debere to owe] 

debilitate /di'bilitayt/ vr to impair the strength of; enfeeble [L debilita- 
tus, pp of dcbihtarc to weaken, fr debths] - debilltatioD /-'taysh(a)n/ n 
debility /di'bibti/ n a weakness or infirmity [MF debtlite, fr L debtbtat-, 
debtlius, fr debilis weak] 

'debit /'debit/ n la (an entry in an account that is) a record of money 
owed b the sum of the items so entered 2 a charge against a bank account 
[L debitum debt] 

^ebit vt 1 to enter as a debit 2 to charge to the debit of an account^ 

- compare credit 2b 

debonair /.deba'neo/ adj 1 suave, urbane 2 lighthearted, nonchalant 
[ME debonere, fr OF debonaire, fr de bonne am of good family or nature] 

- debonairly adv, debonaimeas n 

debouch /di'bowch/ vi to emerge or issue, esp from a narrow place into 
a wider place [F deboucher, fr de- de- + bouche mouth, fr L bucca cheek 

- more at pock] 

de'bouchment /-mant/ n a mouth or outlet, esp of a river [debouch 
+ -mpni] 

debridement /di'breedmant/ n the surgical removal, esp from a wound, 
of dead, lacerated, or contaminated tissue [F d^ndement, fr debrider to 
remove unhealthy tissue, lit . to unbridle, fr MF desbnder, fr des- de- ^ 
bride bridle, fr MHG bndel] 

debrief /.dee'breef/ vt to interrogate (a person) on return from a mission 
in order to obtain useful information 
debris /'debn/ n 1 the remains of sthg broken down or destroyed 2a an 
accumulation of fragments of rock b accumulated rubbish or waste [F 
dehns, fr MF. fr debnser to break to pieces, fr OF debnsier, fr de- + 
bmier to break, of Celt ongin] 

debt /det/ /I 1 a state of owing (^heavily in 2 sthg owed; an obligation 
(^couldn't pay her ^s> [ME dette, debte, fr OF dette something owed, 
fr (assumed) VL debita, fr L, pi of debitum debt, fr ncut of debitus, pp 
of debere to owe, fr de- ^ habere to have - more at habit] - debtleaa adj 

- in someone's debt owing sby gratitude; indebted to sby 
debtor /'deu/ n one who owes a debt 

debug /.dee'bug/ vt -gg- 1 to eliminate errors in or malfunctions of 
a computer programy 2 to remove a concealed microphone or wiretap- 
ping device from 

debunk /.dec'bungk/ vt to expose the falseness of [de- + *bunk} - 
debunker n 

debus /.dee'bus/ vb -ss* vt to unload (e g military stores) from a vehicle 
VI to get out of a motor vehicle [de- > bus] 
debut /'dayb(y)ooh/ n 1 a first public appearance 2 a formal entrance 
into society [F debut, fr d^uter to begin, fr MF desbuter to play first, 
fr des- de- 4 but starting point, goal - more at ’butt] - debut vi 
debutant /'debyoo.tont/ n sby making a debut [F debutant, fr prp of 
debuter] 

debutante /'debyoo.tont/ n a woman making a debut; esp a young 
woman making her formal entrance into society [F debutante, fern of 
debutant] 

deca: /deka-/, dec-, j!|eka-, dek- comb form ten (10') <dc- 
camcrousy <deca/A/on> physics [ME, fr L. fr Gk deka-, dek-. fr 
deka - more at ten] 

decade /*dekayd; also di'kayd/ n 1 a group, set, or sequence of 10 2 a 
penod of 10 years 3 a division of the rosary containing 10 Hail Marys 
[ME, fr MF decade, fr LL decad-, decas, fr Gk dekad-, dekas, fr 
deka] 

decadence /dekadans/ n 1 being decadent 2 a period of decline [MF, 
fr ML decadentia, fr LL decadent-, decadens, prp of decadere to fall, sink 

- more at decay] 

decadent /deka^nt/ adj 1 marked by decay or decline, esp in moral 
or cultural standards 2 tending to gratify one's desires, appetites, or 
whims in an excessive or unrestrained manner [back-formation fr deca- 
dence] - decadently adv 

decaffeinated /.deelcafinaytid/ adj, of coffee having had most of the 
caffeine removed 

decagon /'dekagon/ n a polygon of 10 angles and 10 sides [NL 
decagonum, fr Gk dekagonon, fr deka- deca- + -gonon -gon] 
decal /'dee.kal, di'kal, 'dekal/ n, chiefly NAm a design or picture, esp on 
specially prepared paper, for transfer to another surface; a transfer [short 
for decakomania, fr F dScaicomanie, fr decalquer to copy by tracing ^ 
manie mania] 


decalcify /.dee'kalsifie/ vt to remove calcium or calaum compounds 
from (bones, teeth, soil, etc) [ISV] - dcealcifkatioii /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 
decalitre /'deka.leeta/ n ten hires (about 2.2gall) [F decalitre, fr deca- 
deca + litre litre] 

Decalogue /dekalog/ n ten commandments [ME decaloge, fr LL 
decaJogus, fr Gk dekaJogos, fr deka- + logos word - more at legend] 
decamp /.deeliamp/ w 1 to break up a camp 2 to depart suddenly; 
abscond [F decamper, fr MF descamper, ft des- de- 4 camper to camp] 

- decampment n 

decant /di'kant/ vt 1 to pour from one vessel into anothei; esp a decanter 
2 to draw off without disturbing the sediment [NL decantare, fr L de- 
f ML cantus side, fr L, iron tyre - more at ’cant] - decantadon 
/,deckan'taysh(a)n/ n 

decanter /di'kanta/ n an ornamenul glass bottle used for serving an 
alcoholic drink, esp wine [decant + ’-er] 

decapitate /di'kapitayt/ vt to cut off the head of [LL decapitatus, pp 
of decapitate, fr L de- + capit-, caput head - more at head] > decapitator 
/-.taytd/ n, decapitation /-'taysh(3)n/ n 

decapod /deka, pod/ n any of an order of crustaceans including the 
shnmps, lobsters, and crabs that have stalked eyes, 5 pairs of appendages, 
and the head and thorax fused and covered by a carapace [NL Decapoda, 
order name] - decapod adj, decapodal /di'kapodi/ adj, decapodan 
/di'kapad(o)n; also .deka'pohd(»)n/ adj or n, decapodons /-dos/ adj 
decarbon-lze, -ise /.dee'kahboniez/ vt to remove carbon from [ISV] - 
decarboniur n 

decaayllabic /.dekosi'labik/ adj consisting of 10 syllables [prob fr F 
decasyllabique, fr Gk dekasyllabos, fr deka- deca- 4 syllabe syllable] - 
decasyllabic n, decasyllabic /'deka.silabi/ n 
dacathlete /di'kathleet/ n sby who competes in the decathlon 
decathlon /di'kathlon/ n a men's athletic contest in which each com- 
petitor competes in 10 running, jumping, and throwing events [F dScath- 
lon, fr deca- deca- Gk athlon contest] 

'decay /di'kay/ »7 1 to decline from a sound or prosperous condition 2 
to decrease gradually in quantity, activity, or force; specif to undergo 
radioactive decay 3 to fall into rum 4 to decline in hralth, strength, or 
vigour 5 to undergo decomposition ~ vt to destroy by decomposition 
[ME decayen, fr CNF decair, fr LL decadere to fall, sink, fr L de- 4 
cadere to fall - more at chance] - decayer n 
^ecay n 1 a gradual decline in strength, soundness, prosperity, or quality 
2 a wasting or wearing away; rum 3 (a product oO rot; spec/f decompo- 
sition of organic matter (e g proteins), chiefly by bactena m the presence 
of oxygen 4 a decline m health or vigour 5 decrease m quantity, activity, 
or finer, esp spontaneous disintegration of an atom or particle (eg a 
meson) usu with the emission of radiation 

Decca /'deka/ trademark - used for a navigational aid that makes use of 
chains of long-wave radio transmitters to define position in terms of the 
phase relationships of the radio waves 
decease /di'see^ n death - fml [ME deces, fr MF, fr L decessus 
departure, death, fr decessus, pp of daxdere to depart, die, fr de- + cedere 
to go - more at cede] - decease vi 

de'ceased n or adj, pi deceased (sby) no longer living, esp (sby) recently 
dead 

decedent /drseed(3)nt/ n, NAm a deceased person - used chiefly in law 
[L decedent-, decedens, prp of decedere] 

deceit /di'seet/ n 1 the act or practice of decaving; deception 2 the 
quality of being deceitful [ME deceite, fr OF. fr L decepta, fern of 
deceptus, pp of decipere] 

de'ceitf ul /-fia)!/ adj having a tendency or disposition to decave: a not 
honest b deceptive, misleading - decettfUly adv, deceitfblBess n 
deceive /di'seev/ vt to cause to accept as true or valid what is false or 
invalid, delude vi to practise deceit [ME deceiven, fr OF deceivre, fr 
L decipere, fr de- 4 capere to take - more at heave] - decelvabla gdj, 
deceiver n, deceivingly adv 

decelerate /.dee'sebrayt/ vb to (cause to) move at decreasing speed [de- 
4 accelerate] - decclcrator n, deceleratioB /-'raysh(a)n/ n 
December /di'semba/ n the 12ih month of the Gregorian calendar [ME 
Decembre, fr OF. fr L December (tenth month), fr decern ten - more at 
ten] 

Decembrist /di'sembrist/ n a participant in the unsuccessful uprising 
against the Tzar Nicholas 1 in December 182S 
decemvir /di'semva/ n any of a ruling body of 10, specif of kO magis- 
trates in ancient Rome [L, back-formation fr decemvin, pi, fr decern + 
viri, pi of vir man < more at virile] - deeaaiTirtl /-varal/ adj, daeemfirate 
/-varat/ n 
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decency /'deesensi/ n 1 propriety, decorum 2 a standard of propriety 

- U9U pi (decent + -cy] 

decennial /di'senyal, -ni-al/ adj consisting of, lasting for. or occumng 
every 10 years * decennial n, decennially adv 
decennium /di'senyam, -npam/ n, p/ decenniums, decennia Anya, -ni-a/ 
a period of 10 years [L. fr decern + annus year - more at annual] 
decent /'dees(a)nt/ adj 1 conforming to standards of propnety. good 
taste, or morality; specif clothed according to standards of propnety 2 
free from obscenity 3 adequate, tolerable < wages} < ^ housing} (grow 
a ~ beard} 4 chiefly Br obliging, considerate (jolly of you} - infml 
[MF or L; MF, fr L decent-, decens, prp of decere to be fitting; akin to 
L deem honour, dignus worthy, Gk dokein to seem, seem good] - 
decently adv 

decentraMzation, -laation /dee.sentr9lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 1 the distnbu- 
tion of functions and powers from a central authonty to regional authon- 
ties, departments, etc 2 the redistnbution of population and industry 
from urban centres to outlying areas - deccnt^izatlonist n 
dacantral-iza, •ise /.dee'sentraliez/ vt to bnng about the decentraliza- 
tion of w to undergo decentralization 

dacaptlon /di'sepBh(3)n/ n la the act of deceiving b the fact or 
condition of being deceived 2 sthg that deceives; a tnck [ME decepcioun, 
fr MF deception, fr LL deception-, deceptio, fr L deceptus, pp of deetpere 
to deceive] * decepdonal adj 

dacaptiva /di'septiv/ adj tending or having power to deceive; misleading 

- deceptively adv, deceptiveness n 

dacarabrata /.dee'serabrayt/ vt to remove or inactivate the brain of - 
decerebrate ar^j, decerebration /-'braysh(3)n/ n 
daci- /desi-, desa/ comb form one tenth part of (a specified unit) 
<deciyir/ie> physics [F deci-, fr L decimus tenth, fr decern ten - 
more at ten] 

dacibal /'desibel/ n 1 a unit for expressing the ratio of 2 amounts of 
electric or acoustic signal power equal to 10 times the common loganthm 
of this ratio 2 a unit for expressing the intensity of sounds on a scale from 
zero f'.ir the average least perceptible sound to about 130 for the average 
pain level (ISV deci- ^ bef\ 

dacida /di'sied/ vt 1 to amve at a solution that ends uncertainty or 
dispute about the borderline issues} 2 to bnng to a definitive end 3 
to induce to come to a choice ^ vi to make a choice or judgment [ME 
deciden, fr MF decider, fr L decidere, lit , to cut off, fr de- caedere to 
cut - more at concise] > decider n, decid^le adj, decidability ' 
/-dalMbti/ n 

da'cidad adj 1 unquestionable <a ^ advantage} 2 free from doubt or 
hesitation <a woman of ^ opinions} - decidedly adv, decidedness n 
daciding /di'sieding/ adj decisive 1 

dacidua /di'sidyoo*a/ n, pi deciduae Ai/ a part of the lining of the womb 
that in women and other higher mammals undergoes special changes in 
preparation for pregnancy and is cast ofT dunng menstruation or while 
giving birth [NL, fr L. fern of deciduus] - decidual adj 
daciduous /di'sidyoo-as/ adj 1 (having parts) that fall off or are shed 
seasonally or at a particular stage in development teeth} (a ^ tree} 

2 ephemeral, transitory - fml [L deciduus, fr decidere to fall off, fr de- 
+ cadere to fall - more at chance] - deciduoualy adv, deciduous- 
nesi n 

dacigram Adesigram/ n one tenth of a grqm (.OOBSoz) unit [F 
decigramme, fr dSci- + gramme gram] ^ 

dacilitra Adesi.leeta/ n one tenth of a litre (about 0.1 8pt) unit 
'dacimal Adesimal/ adj 1 numbered or proceeding by tens: a baikl on 
the number 10 b subdivided into units which are tenths, hundredths, etc 
of another unit c expressed in a decimal fraction 2 using a decimal system 
(eg of coinage) (when Britain went > [(assumed) NL dedmaJis, fr ML, 
of a tithe, fr L decima tithe - more at dime] - decimally adv 
Hlacfmal, jMmA 'fraction n a fraction that is express^ as a sum of 
rtegral multiples of powers of Vw by writing a dot followed by 1 digit 
for the numbCT of tenths. 1 digit for the number of hundredths, and so 
on (eg 0.25 » ”/,m) - compare common fraction 
dacimaMza, -lie Adesinujiez/ vt to convert to a decimal system 
currency} - decimalization Alie’zay8h(a)n/ n 
idacimal 'point n the dot at the left of a decimal fraction 
dacimata Adesimayt/ vt 1 to kill every tenth man of (e g mutinous 
soldien) 2 to destroy a large part of [L decimatus, pp of decimare, fr 
dedmus tenth, fr decern ten] - decimndoa /-'mayshon/ n 
dacimatra Adesuneeta/ n one tenth of a metre (about 3.9in) 
daolphar /di'siefr/ vr la to convert into intelligible form b to decode 
2, to make odt the meaning of despite obscurity [de- + dpha] - 
deelpherahle adj, decipherer n, dedpbeimcnt n 


daefaion /di'sizh(a)n/ n la deciding b a conclusion arnved at after 
consideration 2 a report of a conclusion (the ^ appeared in all the 
newspapers} 3 promptness and Tirmness in deciding (a man of courage 
and } [MF, fr L decision-, decisio, fr decisus, pp of decidere to decide] 
- decisional adj 

daclaiva /di'siesiv/ adj 1 having the power or quality of deciding; 
conclusive 2 marked by or indicative of determination or Tirmness, 
resolute 3 unmistakable, unquestionable (a - victory} - decisively adv, 
decisiveness n 

'deck /dek/ n 1 a platform in a ship serving usu as a structural element 
and forming the floor for its compaitments 2 sthg resembling the deck 
of a ship* e g a a level or floor of a bus with more than 1 floor b the 
roadway of a bndge c tape deck d REaiRD deck 3 NAm a pack of 
playing cards 4 the ground - infml; chiefly in hit the deck [prob modif 
of (assumed) LG verdeck (whence G verdeck), fr (assumed) MLG 
vordcck, fr MLG vordecken to cover, fr vor- (akin to OHG fur- for-) ♦ 
decken to cover] - decked adj 

‘deck vt to array, decorate - often + out [D dekken to cover; akin to OHG 
decken to cover] 

'deck .chair n an adjustable folding chair made of canvas stretched over 
a wooden frame 

decker Adeka/ n sthg with a deck or a specified number of levels, floors, 
or layers - often in combination <dou6/e-decker bus) 

'dock, hand /-.hand/ n a seaman who performs manual duties 
'deckhouse A, hows/ n a cabin built on a ship’s upper deck 
decking Adckmg/ n a deck; also matenal for a deck 
deckle Adekl/ n a part of a paper-making machine that determines the 
width of the web [G deckel, lit , cover, fr decken to cover, fr OHG] 
deckle edge n a rough untnmmed edge of paper - deckle-edged /.dekl 
'ejd/ adj 

'deck .tennis n a game in which players toss a quoit back and forth over 
a net stretched across a small court [fr its being played chiefly on the 
decks of ocean liners] 

declaim /di'klaym/ vi 1 to speak rhetoncally 2 to speak pompously or 
bombastically ^ vt to deliver rhetoncally, specif to recite in elocution 
(ME declamen, fr L declamare, fr de- + clamare to cry out; akin to L 
calare to call - more at 'low] - deahumer n, declamation 
/.dckb'maysh(3)n/ n 

declamatory /di'klamat(3)n/ adj of or marked by declamation [L 
declamatorius, fr declamatus, pp of declamare] 
declarant /di'kleorant/ n sby who makes a legal declaration [dlclarf 
+ -ant] 

declaration /,dekb'raysh(3)n/n 1 sthg declared 2 a document contain- 
ing such a declaration [declare + -at ion] 
declarative /di'klarativ/ adj 1 constituting a statement rather than a 
command or a question sentence} 2 declaratory - declaratively 
adv 

declaratory /di'klarat(3)n/ adj serving to declare, set forth, or 
explain 

declare /di'kleo/ vt 1 to make known formally or explicitly 2 to make 
evident; show 3 to state emphatically; affirm <^s his innocence} 4 to 
make a full statement of (one's taxable or dutiable income or property) 
5i to announce (e g a trump suit) in a card game b to meld (a combination 
of playing cards) in canasta, rummy, etc ~ vi 1 to make a declaration 2 
to avow one’s support 3 of a captain or team to announce one’s decision 
to end one’s side’s innings in cncket before all the batsmen are out [ME 
declaren, fr MF declarer, fr L declarare, fr de + clarare to make clear, 
fr clarus clear - more at clear] - declardtie adj - declare war to 
commence hostilities; specific make a formal declaration of intention to 
go to war 

declarer /di'kieara/ n the player in bndge wko was the first on his/her 
side to bid the trump suit and plays both his/her own hand and that of 
the dummy [declare + ^-er] 

d6clBee4 /.day'klasay/ adj fallen or lowered in class, rank, etc [F, fr pp 
of deelasser to remove from a class] 

declassify /.dee'klasifie/ vt to declare (eg information) no longer 
secret 

declension /di'klensh(a)n/ o 1 a schematic arrangement of noun, 
adjective, or pronoun inflections 2 a class of nouns or adjectives having 
the same type of inflectional forms [prob alter, of earlier declenson, modif 
of MF (Minaison, fr LL declination-, declinatio, fr L, grammatical 
inflection, turning aside, fr decimatus, pp of declinare to inflect, turn 
aside] - dedessfonal adj 

declination /.dekii'naysh(9)n/ n 1 angular distance (e g of a star) N or 
S from the celestial equator 2 a formal refusal 3 the angle between a 
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compass needle and the geographical meridian, equal to the difTcrence 
between magnetic and true north (ME dechnacioun, fr MF dcclwatton, 
fr L declination-, declinatio turning aside, altitude of the pole] - declina- 
donal adj 

'decline /di'kiien/ VI la to slope downwards; descend b to bend down; 
droop 2a of a celestial body to sink towards setting b to draw towards 
a close, wane 3 to refuse -^vt 1 to give in prescnbed order the 
grammatical forms of (a noun, pronoun, or adjective) 2a to refuse to 
undertake, engage in, or comply with <-«- battle} b to refuse courteously 
an invitation} [ME declinen, fr MF decliner, fr L declinare to turn 
aside, inflect, fr de- f clinare to incline - more at 'lean] - declinable 
adj 

’decline n 1 the process of declining a a gradual physical or mental 
decay b a change to a lower state or level 2 the penod dunng which sthg 
IS approaching its end 3 a downward slope 

declinometer /.dekirnomita/ n an instrument for measunng astro- 
nomical or magnetic declination [ISV declino- (fr declination) 
•meter] 

declivity /di'klivati/ n 1 downward inclination 2 a descending slope 
USE fml [L declivitat-, declivitas, fr declivis sloping down, fr de- clivus 
slope, hill; akin to L clinare] - declivitous adj 

decoct /di'kokt/ vt 1 to extract the essence of by boiling 2 to boil down, 
concentrate [L decoct us, pp of decoquere, fr de- ^ coquere to cook - 
more at cook] - decoction /drkoksh(a)n/ n 
decode /.dee'kohd/ vt to convert (a coded message) into intelligible 
language - decoder n 

decoke /.dee'kohk/ vt, Br to remove carbon deposits from (eg an 
intemal-combustiuh engine) - decoke n 
d6colletage /.daykol'tahzh (Fr dekDltax 3 )/ n the low-cut neckline of a 
dress [F. action of cutting or weanng a low neckline, fr decoUeter] 
dteollet^ /.daykol'tay. (Fr dekolte)/ adj 1 wearing a strapless or 
low-necked dress 2 low-neckcd [F, fr pp of decoUeter to give a low 
neckline to. fr de- de- ^ collet collar, fr OF colet, fr col collar, neck, fr 
L collum neck] 

decolon ize, -ise /.dee'kobniez/ vt to free from colonial status - 
decolonization n 

decolor ize, -ise, chiefly Br decolour itee, -ise /.dce’kularicz/ vt to remove 
colour from - decolorizcr n, decolorization /-ne'zaysh(a)n/ n 
decommission /,dceka'mish(a)n/ vt to remove (a ship) from service 
decompose /.deekam'pohz/ vt 1 to separate into constituent parts, 
elements, atoms, etc 2 to rot vi to undergo chemical breakdown, decay, 
rot FOOD [F decomposer, fr de- de -i- composer to compose] - 
decomposer n, decomposable adj, decomposabllity /-zs'bibti/ n, decom- 
position /,deckomp'zish(a)n/ n, decompositional adj 
decompress /.deek^m'pres/ vt to release from pressure or compression 
- decompression /-'prc$h(9)n/ n 
.decom'pression .sickness n caisson disfasf 
decongestant /,deek3n'jest(a)nt/ n sthg (eg a drug) that relieves 
congestion 

decontaminate /.deekan'taminayt/ vt to nd of contamination (eg 
radioactivity) - decontamination /•'naysh(3)n/ n 
decor, dteor /dekaw/ n 1 the style and layout of intenor decoration and 
furnishings 2 a stage setting [F decor, fr decorer to decorate, fr L 
deconre] 

decorate /'dekarayt/ vt la to add sthg ornamental to b to apply new 
coverings of paint, wallpaper, etc to the intenor or extenor surfaces of 2 
to award a mark of honour to [L decoratus, pp of dccorare, fr decor-, 
decus ornament, honour - more at decent] 

'Decorated adj of a Gothic style of architecture prevalent in Britain from 
the late 13th to the mid 14th c charactenred by ogee arches and elaborate 
ornamentation church 

decoration /.deka'raysh(d)n/ n 1 an ornament (^Christmas ^s> 2 a 
badge of honour (e g a medal) [decorate -f -ion] 
decorative /'dek(a)r3tiv/ adj serving to decorate, esp purely ornamental 
rather than functional - decorstively adv, decorativeness n 
decorator /'dcka.rayta/ n one |vho designs or executes interior decor- 
ation and furnishings [decorate + '-or] 

decorous /dekaros/ adj marked by propnety and good taste; correct [L 
decorus, fr decor beauty, grace; akin to L decw to be fitting - more at 
decent] - decorously adv, decorousn e sa n 

decorticate /.dee'kawtikayt/ vr 1 to peel the husk, bark or other outer 
covenng from 2 to remove (part oO the cortex from (e g the brain) [L 
decorticatus, pp of decorticare to remove the bark from, fr de- cortic-. 
cortex bark - more at cuirass] - decorticator n, decortication 
/-'kaysh(3)n/ n 


decorum /di'kawram/ n propriety and good taste in conduct or appear- 
ance [L, fr neut of decorus] 

decoupage, dteoupage /.daykooh'pahzh (Fr dekupai 3 )/ n the art of 
applying decorative cutouts (e g of paper) which are then coated with 
varnish, lacquer, etc [F decoupage, lit., act of cutting out, fr MF, fr 
decouper to cut out, fr de- + couper to cut - more at ’cope] 
decouple /.dee'kupl/ vt, chiefly Br to isolate (e g systems, esp oscillating 
electneal systems) one from another so that they behave indepen- 
dently 

'decoy /deekoy, di'koy/ n 1 a pond into which wild fowj are lured for 
capture 2 sthg ased to lure or lead another into a trap 3 sby or sthg used 
to distract or divert the attention (e g of an enemy) [prob fr D de kooi, 
lit , the cage, fr de the h kooi cage, fr L cavea - more at cage] 
’decoy vt to lure or entice (as lO by a decoy 

'decrease /di'krees/ vb to (cause to) grow progressively less (e g in size, 
amount, number, or intensity) [ME decreessen, fr (assumed) AF 
decreistre, fr L decrescere, fr de- + crescere to grow - more at crescent] 

- dccreaaingly adv 

’decrease /'dee.krees. di'krees/ n 1 the process of decreasmg 2 the 
amount by which sthg decreases 

'decree /di'kree/ n 1 an order usu having legal force 2a a religious rule 
made by a council or titular head b a foreordaining will 3 a judiaal 
decision, esp in an equity, probate, or divorce court [ME, fr MF decre, 
fr L dccretum, fr neut of decretus, pp of decemere to decide, fr de- 
cemere to sift, decide - more at certain] 

’decree vt to command or impose by decree an amnesty} - decreer 
/di'kree-a/ n 

decree nisi /di.krcc 'neezi. -zie, 'mesie/ n a provisional decree of divorce 
that is made absolute after a fixed penod unless cause to the contrary is 
shown [L nisi unless, fr ne- not si if] 

decrepit /di'krepit/ adj 1 wasted and weakened (as lO by the mfinnities 
of old age 2a worn-out b fallen into rum or disrepair [ME, fr MF, fr L 
decrepitus, fr de crepitus, pp of crepare to crack, creak] - decrepitly 
adv, decrepitude /-tyoohd/ n 

decrepitate /di'krepitayt/ vt to roast or calcine (e g a salt) so as to cause 
crackling or until crackling stops vi to become decrepitated [prob fr 
(assumed) NL decrepitatus, pp of decrepttare, fr L de- crepitare to 
crackle - more at crepitate] - decrepitation /-'taysh(3)n/ n 
decrescendo /.deekra'shendoh/ n, adv, or adj, pi decrescendoa (a) 
diminuendo [It, lit , decreasing, fr L decrescendum, gerund of decre 
scere] 

decrescent /drkres(3)nt/ adj decreasing, waning [alter of earlier 
decressant, prob fr AF, prp of (assumed) AF decreistre to decrease] 
decretal /di'kreetl/ n an authontative papal deasion on a point of canon 
law [ME decretale, fr MF, fr LL decretalis of a decree, fr L dccretum 
decree] 

decretory /di'krcel(9)n/ adj relating to or fixed by a decree or decision 
[L decretonus, fr decretus] 

decry /di'kne/ vt 1 to depreciate (c g a coin) officially or publicly 2 to 
express strong disapproval of [F decner, fr OF deserter, fr des- de- + crier 
to cry] - decrier n 

decumbent /di'kumb(9)nt/ adj, of a plant lying on the ground except 
for a raised apex or extremity [L decumbent-, decumbens, prp of 
decumbere to lie down, fr de ^ <umbere to he down - more at 
succumb] 

decuple /'dckyoopl/ adj 1 tenfold 2 taken in groups of 10 [F dicuple, 
fr MF, fr LL decuplus, fr L decern ten + -plus multiplied by - more at 
TFN, double] 

decussate /di'kusayt. -sat/ adj, ofleav^ arranged in pairs each at right 
angles to the next pair above or below plant (L decussatus, pp of 
decussare to intersect, fr decussis Roman numeral X, intersection, irreg 
fr decern ten ass-, as unit, copper com - more at ace] - deconatdy 
adv • 

decussation /,deek3'saysh(9)n/ n a crossed tract of nerve fibres passing 
between parts of the body on opposite sides of the brain or spinal cord; 
a commissure [dfcussate + -ion] 

dedicate /'dedikayt/ vt 1 consecrate 2A 2a to set apart to a defimte 
use b to assign permanently to a goal or way of life 3 to inscribe or 
address (a book, song, etc) to somebody or something as a mark of esteem 
or affection <~ a book to a friend} [ME, fr L dcdicatus, pp of dedteare 
to affirm, dedicate, fr de 4 dicare to proclaim, dedicate] - dedkitor n, 
dedicatee /.dedika'tee/ n 

'dedicated adj 1 devoted to a cause, ideal, or purpose; zealous (ja 
scholar} 2 given over to a particular purpose <a ~ process control 
computer} - dedlcatedly adv 
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{{•dloation /,dedi'kaysh(3)n/ ji 1 a devoting or setting aside for a 
particular, specif religious, purpose 2 a phrase or sentence that dedicates 
3 self-sacrificing devotion [dedicate *- -ion] - dedicatlfe /'dedikativ/ 
dedicatory /'dedikat(9)n/ adj 

daduca /di'dyoohs/ vt to establish by deduction; specif to infer from a 
general principle - compare induce 3 [L deducere, lit., to lead away, fr 
de- + ducere to lead - more at tow] - dedudble /-sabl/ adj 
daduct /di'dukt/ vr to subtract (an amount) from a total [L deductus, 
pp of deducere] - deductible adJ, deductibility /-ta'bibtt/ n 
dliduction /di'duksh(a)n/ n la an act of taking away b sthg that is or 
may be subtracted 2 (the deriving oO a necessary conclusion reached by 
reasoning; specif an inference in which a particular conclusion is drawn 
from general premises 

daductiva /^'duktiv/ adj 1 of or employing mathematical or logical 
deduction 2 capable of being deduced from premises; inferential - 
deductively adv 

'daad /deed/ n 1 sthg that is done <evi7 ^ s> 2 an illustrious act or action, 
a feat, exploit 3 the act of performing <never mistake the word for the 
4 a signed (and sealed) written document containing some legal 
transfer, bargain, or contract [ME dede, fr OE dsed\ akin to OE don to 
do] - deedleaa adj 

Ma^ vt, NAm to convey or transfer by deed 
'daad .poll n, pi deeds poll a deed made and executed by 1 party only 
[’deed ^ poll adj (having the edges cut even rather than indented), fr 
•poin 

daajay /'deejay/ n disc jockey [disc jockey] 
daam /deem/ vt to judge, consider - fml {would it an honour^ [ME 
demen, fr OE deman-, akin to OHG tuomcn to judge, OE dom judg- 
ment] 

*daap /deep/ adj 1 extending far from some surface or area eg a 
extending far downwards (a ^ welf^ b (extending) far from the surface 
of the body c extending well back from a front surface <a ^ cupboard) 
4(1) near the outer limits of the playing area or far from an attaclung 
movementj(2) of or occupying a fielding position in cncket far from the 
batsman sport 2 having a specified extension in an implied 
direction {shelf 20 inches ^ > {cars parked J-deep> 3a difficult to 
understand {may be true, but ifs too ^ for me) b capable of profound 
thought {a ^ thinker) e engrossed, involved {a man ~ in debt) d 
intense, extreme sleep) <~ sin) 4a of a co/our high in saturation and* 
low in lightness b having a low musical pitch of pitch range 5 remote 
in time or space [ME, fr OE deop\ akin to OHG tiof deep, OE dyppan 
to dip - more at dip] > deeply adv, deepness n - in deep water in difliculty 
or distress; unable to manage 

*d—padv la(l) to a great depth {still waters run (2) deep to a 
specified degree - usu in combination {ankle-deep in mud) b well within 
the boundaries <a house ^ in the woods) 2 far on; late {danced ^ into 
the night) 3 in a deep position {the wingers were playing ~ > 4 far back 
in space or time {had its roots ^ in the Dark Ages) 

Hfeepn 1 a vast or immeasurable extent; an abyss 2a the sea b any of 
the very deep portions of a body of water, esp the sea 
dMpen /'deep(9)tt/ vb to make or become deeper or more profound 
XiMp-f fMZt vt -froze /frohz/; -frozen /'frohz(9)n/ to freeze or store 
(e g food) in a freezer 
dMp f rMM n a freezer 

.dMp-fry Vt to fry (food) by complete unmersion in hot fat or oil - 

deep-fryer o 

,dMp 'kitu n FRENCH KISS 

,dMp-'rootPd adj firmly established <a ^ loyalty) 

.dMp-'MatPd adj 1 situated far below the surface <a ~ inflammation) 
2 firmly established {a tradition) 

'dMp iStniCturp n a formal representation of the underlying meaning 
pf a sentence 

dPPT /db/ n, pi deer also deers 1 any of several ruminant mammals of 
wbich most of the males and some of the females bear antlers 2 archaic 
an animal; esp a small mammal [ME, deer, animal, frOEdeor beast; akin 
to OHG tior wild animal, Skt dhvadisati he perishes] 

*ftotr, hound /-Jiownd/ n (any oO a breed of tall dogs like but larger than 
the greyhound 

'door,ttolkor /-^tawka/ n a close-fitting hat with peaks at the front and 
the back and flaps that may be folded down as coverings for ears 
garment [fr its suitability to be worn by a person stalking deer] 
dofoco /diYayg/ vt to mar the external appearance of [ME defacait fr 
MF da&ekr, fr OF, fr dcs- de- -f Ace] - delheenieat n, defboer n 
^d# footo /di 'faktoh, day/ adv in reality; actually [NL] . 


*de facto adj existing in fact; effective {a ^ state of war) - compare de 
JURE 

dafaecate /'defakayt/ vb, chiefly Br to defecate - dcfaecatlon 
/•'kaysh(3)n/ n 

defalcate /deefaUayt/ vi to embezzle - fml [ML defalcatus, pp of 
defalcare, fr L de- + falc-, falx sickle] - defalcator n, defalcation 
/-farkaysh(d)n/ n 

defame /di'faym/ vt to injure the reputation of by libel or slander [ME 
diffamen, ddamen, fr MF & L, ME diffamen, fr MF diffamer, fr L 
diffamare, fr dis- + fama fame; ME defamen, fr MF defamer, fr ML 
defamare, fr L de- f fama] > defamation /,def3'may8h(a)n/ n, deflunatory 
/di'famatn/ adj, defamer n 
defat /.dee'fat/ vt to remove fat from 

'default /di'fawlt/ n failure to act, pay, appear, or compete [ME defaute, 
defaulte, fr OF defaute, fr (assumed) VL defalhta, fr fern of defallitus, pp 
of defallere to be lacking, fail, fr L de- + fallere to deceive] - in defbult 
of in the absence of 

^default VI to fail to meet an esp financial obligation '^vt 1 to fail to 
perform, pay, or make good 2 to declare to be in default - 
defaulter n 

defeasance /di'feez(9)ns/ n a rendenng null or void [ME defesance, fr 
AF, fr OF deffesant, prp of deffaire] 

defeasible /di'feezdbl/ adj capable of being annulled - defeasibillty 
Azabibti/ n 

'defeat /di'feet/ vt la to nullify <- an estate) b to frustrate a hope) 
2 to win victory over < ^ the opposing team) [MEdeffeten, fr MF deffait, 
pp of deffaire to destroy, fr ML disfacere, fr L dis- + facere to do - more 
at ‘do] 

‘defeat n 1 an overthrow, esp of an army in battle 2 the loss of a 
contest 

defeatism /di'fectiz(3)m/ n acceptance of or resignation to defeat - 
defeatist n or adj 

defecate, Bralso defaecate /'defskayt/ vb to discharge (esp faeces) from 
the bowels [L defaecatus, pp of defaecare, fr de- + face-, faex dregs] - 
defecation /-'kaysh(9)n/ n 

'defect /'deefekt/ n 1 an imperfection that impairs worth or usefulness 
<a heanng ~ > 2 an irregulanty (e g a foretp atom) in the lattice of a 
crystal [ME defaicte, fr MF defect, fr L defectus lack, fr defectus, pp of 
deficere to desert, fail, fr dc- + facere] 

‘defect /di'fekt/ VI to desert a cause or party, often in order to espouse 
another [L defectus, pp] - defector n, defection /drfeksh(9)n/ n 
'defective /di'fektiv/ adj 1 lacking sthg essential; faulty {a pane of 
glass) {^ eyesight) 2 lacking 1 or more of the usual grammatical 
inflections - defectively adv, defectivenew n 
‘defective n one who is subnormal physically or mentally 
defence, NAm chiefly defense /diTens/ n 1 the act or action of 
defending 2a a means or method of defendmg; also, pi a defensive 
structure b an argument in support or justification c a defendant’s denial, 
answer, or strategy 3 sing or pi in constr a a defending party or group 
(c g in a court of law) b defensive players, acts, or moves in a game or 
sport 4 the military resources of a country budget) [ME, fr OF, fr 
(assumed) VL defense, fr L, fern of defensus, pp of defendere] - defence- 
lew adj, defenceleaaly adv, dcfencclewnew n 
dc'fence .mechanism n an (unconscious) mental process (e g projec- 
tion or repression) that prevents the entry of unacceptable or painful 
thoughts into consciousness 

defend /di'fend/ vr la to protect from attack b to maintain by argument 
in the face of opposition or cnticism c to attdmpt to prevent an opponent 
from sconng in (e g a goal) 2 to act as legal representative in court for 
^ vi 1 to take action against attack or challeege 2 to play or be in defence 
[ME defenden, fr OF defendre, fr L defended, fr do- + -fendere to strike; 
akin to OE guth battle, war. Gk theinein td strike] - defendable adj 
defendant /di'fend(3)nt/ n a person, coiepany, etc against whom a 
criminal charge or civil claim is made > compare plaintiff [defend + 
-ant] 

de^itder /diTenda/ n sby who plays in a defensive position in a sport 
3^ SPORT [defend f *-ER] 

defen^ble /diTensabl/ adj capable of being defended [ME, fr LL 
defeasibibs, fr defensus] > defenaibly adv, defenaibility Asa'bibti/ n 
'defensIvb/diYensiv/a^r 1 serving to defend 2n devoted to resisting or 
preventing aggression or attack; also disposed (as iO to ward off expected 
criticism or critical inquiry b of or relating to the attempt to keep an 
opponent from scoring - defensively adv, defeedvenew n 
‘defensive n - tm tbe defensive being prepared for expected aggression, 
attack, or criticism 
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'defer /di'fuh/ vt -rr- to delay; put off 2a [ME dcferren, differren, fr MF 
differer, fr L di/Terre to postpone, be different - more at differ] - 
deferment n, deferrable adj, deferral n, deferrer n 
’defer vi -rr- vi to submit to another's opinion, usu through deference or 
respect [ME dcferren, differren, fr MF deferer, defferer, fr LL deferre, 
fr L, to bnng down, bnng, fr de- ferre to carry - more at 'bear] 
deference /'deff3)r3ns/ n respect and esteem due a superior or an elder 
['defer 4 -lncf] - in deference to because of respect for 
deferential /,defa'rensh(a)l/ adj showing or expressing deference 
attention} [L deferent-, deferens, prp of deferre] - deferentially adv 
deferred /di'fuhd/ adj withheld for or until a stated time <a ^ pay- 
ment} 

deferred share n, chiefly Br a fixed-dividend share that ranks after an 
ordinary share in the claim on dividends - compare preference share, 

ORDINARY SHARE 

defiance /di'fle-ans/ n a disposition to resist, contempt of opposition 
[defy 4 -ancf] - defiant adj, defiantly adv - In defiance of despite; 

CONTRARY TO 

defibrillate /.decTibnlayt/ vt to restore the normal regular beating and 
rhythm of (a heart) - defibrillator /-.layta/ n, defibrillatory Abtn/ adj, 
deflbrillative Abtiv/ adj, defibrillation /•'laysh(3)n/ n 
deficiency /drnsh(3)nsi/ n 1 being deficient 2 a shortage of substances 
necessary to health 

deficiency disease n a disease (e g scurvy) caused by a lack of essential 
vitamins, minerals, etc in the diet 

deficiency payment n a payment made to fanners by the Bntish 
government until Bntain joined the EEC in 1973 to make up the 
difference b«>twce^r the market pnee for agricultural products and the 
guaranteed minimum price 

deficient /diTish(a)nt/ adj 1 lacking in some necessary quality or 
element 2 not up to a normal standard or complement [L deficient-, 
deficiens, prp of deficere to be wanting - more at ‘defect] - deficiently 
adv 

deficit /'debsit/ n 1 a deficiency in amount or quality 2 an excess of 
expenditure over revenue [F deficit, fr L deficit it is wanting, fr defi- 
cere] 

de fide /di Tiedi/ adj or adv (held) as an obligatory article of faith [NL, 
from faith] 

'defilade /.defi'layd/ vt to arrange (fortifications) so as to protect from 
enemy fire [prob fr dc- f -filade (as in enfilade)] 

’defilade n the act or process of defilading 

'defile /diTiel/ vt 1 to make unclean or impure 2 to deprive of virginity 
[ME defilen, alter of defouJen to trample, defile, fr OF defouler to 
trample, fr de- 4 fouler to trample, lit., to full - more at ’fuel] - 
defilement n, defiler n 

’defile vi to march off in a file [F deff/er, fr de- dc- + filer to move in a 
column - more at 'm e] 

’defile n a narrow passage or gorge [F difilS, fr pp of difiler] 
define /di'ficn/ it la to fix or mark the limits of, demarcate b to make 
clear or precise in outline <r/ie issues aren’t too well '^d> 2a to be the 
essential quality or qualities of; identify (^whatever us as human} b 
to set forth the meaning of a word} vi to make a definition [ME 
definen, fr MF & L, MF definer, fr L definire, fr de- + finite to limit, end, 
fr finis boundary, end] - definable adj, definer n 
defining /di'fiemng/ adj resirictive 2 

definite Adefmat/ adj 1 having distinct or certain limits 2a free of all 
ambiguity, uncertainty, or obscunty b unquestionable, decided <a ^ 
advantage} 3 designating an identified or immediately identifieMe person 
or thing <rhe ^ article the) [L definitus, pp of definire] - definitely adv, 
definiteness n 

definite integral n a number that is the difference between the values 
of the indefinite integral of a given function at the limits of a given interval 
SYMBOL 

definition /,defi'nish(3)n/ n la a word or phrase expressing the essential 
nature of a person, wdrd, or thing; a meaning b the action or process of 
stating such a meaning 2a the )|ption or power of making definite and 
clear b(l) distinctness of outlida or detail (e g in a photograph) (2) 
clarity, esp of musical sound in reproduction [definite + -ion] > 
defInJtioRal adj 

definitive /di'fmativ/ adj 1 serving to provide a final solution <a 
victory} 2 authoritative and apparently exhaustive <a ^ biography} 3 
of a postage stamp issued as one of the normal stamps of the country or 
territory of use - deflnldvely adv, deflnMvenas n 
deflagrate Adeflagrayt/ vb to (cause to) bum rapidly with sparks and 
intense heat - compare detonate [L deffagratus, pp of deflagrate to 


bum down, fr de- 4 flagrare to bum - more at black] - deflagration 
A‘graysh(a)n/ n 

deflate /di'flayt, 4ee-/ vr 1 to release air or gas from 2a to reduce in 
size or importance b to reduce in self-confidence or self-importance, esp 
suddenly 3 to reduce (a price level) or cause (the availability of credit or 
the economy) to contract vi to lose firmness (as lO through the escape 
of contained gas [de- + -flate (as in inflate)] - deflator n 
deflation /di'flBysh(»)n, ,dee-/ n la a contraction in the volume of 
available money and credit, and thus in the economy, esp as a result of 
government policy b a decline in the general level of prices, 2 the erosion 
of soil by the wind [deflate 4 ^ -ion] - deflationary adj 
deflect /di'flekt/ vb to turn from a straight course or fixed direction [L 
deilectere to bend down, turn aside, fr de- 4 flectere to bend] - deflective 
adj, deflector n 

deflection, Bralso deflexion /di'f1eksh(a)n/ n (the amount or degree oO 
deflecting 

defloration /,deflaw'raysh(a)n, .dee-/ n deflowenng or being deflowered 
[ME defloracioun, fr LL defloration-, defloratio, fr defloratus, pp of 
deflorare] 

deflower /.dee'flowa/ vt to deprive of virginity; ravish [ME deflouren, 
fr MF or LL, MF deflorer, fr LL deflorare, fr L de- + flor-, flos flower] 

- deflowerer n 

defocus /.dee'fohkas/ vb -as-, -s- vb to put or go out of focus 
defog /4ee'fog/ vt -gg- NAm to demist - defogger n 
defoliant /.dee'fohli ant/ n a chemical applied to plants to cause the 
leaves to drop off prematurely [defoliate (fr LL defoliatus, pp of defoliare 
to strip of leaves, fr de- 4 folium leaO + -ant] - defoliate vt or adj, 
defoliation n, defoliator n 

deforest /di'fonst/ vt to clear of forests - deforestation A'stay- 
sh(a)n/ n 

deform /di'fawm/ vt 1 to spoil the form or appearance of 2 to make 
hideous or monstrous 3 to alter the shape of by stress ^ vi to become 
misshapen or changed in shape [ME deformen, fr MF or L, MF 
deformer, fr L deformare, fr de- 4 formare to form, fr forma form] - 
deformation /,def 3 'maysh(a)n/ n, dcformational adj 
deformed /di'fawmd/ adj distorted or unshapely in form 
deformity /di'fawmati/ n 1 the state of being deformed 2 a physical 
blemish or distortion, a disfigurement [ME deformite, fr MF deformite, 
fr L deformitat-, deformitas, fr deformis deformed, fr de- + forma] 
defraud /di'frawd/ vt to cheat of sthg [ME defrauden, fr MF defrauder, 
fr L defraudare, fr de- + fraudare to cheat, fr fraud-, fraus fraud] - 
defrauder n, defraudation /-'daysh( 3 )n/ n 

defray /di'fray/ vt to provide for the payment of [MF deffrayer, fr des- 
de- 4 frayer to expend, fr OF, fr (assumed) OF frat expenditure, lit , 
damage by breaking, fr L fractum, neut of fractus, pp of frangere to break 

- more at break] - defrayable adj, defrayal n 
defrock /.deefrok/ vt to unfrock 

defrost /.dee'frosl/ vf 1 to thaw out from a frozen state meat} 2 
to free from ice the refngerator} 3 NAm to demist ^ vi to thaw out, 
esp from a deep-frozen state - defroster n 

deft /deff/ adj marked by facility and skill [ME defle - more at daft] 

- deftly n, deftness n 

defunct /di'fungkt/ adj no longer existing or in use; esp dead [L 
defunctus, fr pp of defungi to finish, die, fr de- + fungi to perform - more 
at function] 

defuse /.dee'fyoohz/ vt 1 to remove the fuse from (a mine, bomb, etc) 
2 to make less harmful, potent, or tense the crisis} 
defy /di'fie/ vt 1 to challenge to do sthg considered impossible; dare 2 
to face with assured power of resistance; show no fear of nor respect for 
public opinion} 3 to resist attempts at <r/ie paintings ^ classifica- 
tion} [ME defyen to renounce faith in, challenge, fr OF defier, fr de- 4 
Ber to entrust, fr (assumed) VL fidare, alter, of L Bdere to trust - more 
at bide] - defier n • 

d^ag^ /dayga'zhay/ adj free and easy 1 (ploUies with a ^ look} [F, 
fr pp of d^gager to redeem a pledge, free, fr OF desgagier. fr des- de- 4 
gage pledge - more at cage] . 
degas /.dee'gas/ vt -as- to remove gas from 
degauss /.dee'gows, -'gaws/ vt to demagnetize; esp to demagnetize (a 
steel ship), esp as a protection against magnetic mines - degausser n 
'degenerate /di'jen(d)r 3 t/ a<fj la having declined in nature, character, 
structure, function, etc from an ancestral or former state b having sunk 
to a condition below that which is normal to a type; esp having sunk to 
a lower and usu peculiarly corrupt state 2 charactenzed by or made of 
atoms stripped of their electrons and packed very densely <a star} 
[ME degenent, fr L degeneratus, pp of degenerate to degenerate, fr de- 
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Defence against predators 

Animals are equipped with a variety of protective 
adaptations designed to prevent them from being eaten by 
other animals. Camouflage, disguise, noxiousness, and 
mimicry are primary defence mechanisms that operate 
regardless of whether a predator is present. Bluffs, threats, 
and group cooperation are secondary defence mechanisms, 
being brought into effect when a predator is encountered. 
However, the most common secondary defence mechanism 
is flight; most animals will choose to flee rather than stand 
and fight. 


Camouflage 

The most elaborate camouflage is 
disruptive coloration: the stripes 
running across the zebra's body break 
up its outline, thus enabling it to 
merge into its surroundings. Many 
species change their coloration to 
conform to the character of their 
environment. Moulting enables the 
rock ptarmigan to change its white 
winter plumage for patchy brown 
plumage that blends with the partially 
exposed ground when the snow melts 
in the spring. The flounder has 
sensitive colour vision with which it 
regist . rs the subtlest colour 
gradations, and is thus able to 
reproduce the colour and texture of 
the sea bottom. 



zebra 





rock ptarmigan in spring and winter plumage 


Disguise 

Lying disguised as an inanimate, 
inedible object is an effective means of 
escaping capture by a predator. The 
stick insect can resemble a twig 
growing from a branch, by lying head 
downwards and extending its body 
outwards, at an angle, from the 
branch. 


Commensalism 

Some relatively defenceless species 
protect themselves by forming 
associations with other animals. The 
hermit crab lives in a commensal 
association with the sea anemone, and 
is protected from its enemies by the 
anemone's stinging tentacles. 



hermit crab 
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Noxiousness 

Many animals are vividly coloured with 
red, yellow, orange, black, or white to 
warn predators that they are 
poisonous or have a disagreeable 
means of retaliation. The European 
salamander's black and yellow 
coloration advertises the poisons 
secreted from skin glands on the 
surface of us body. The orange and 
black Monarch butterfly contains 
poisons from milkweed plants on 
which the caterpillar feeds. The 
skunk's black and white stripes warn 
attackers of the putrid-smellmg spray 
that It ejects from its anal glands when 
threatened. 


Mimicry 

Numerous non-noxious species mimic 
the appearance of unpalatable vividly 
coloured animals to escape the 
attention of predators The harmless, 
yellow and b'afl* striped hoverfly 
resembles the honeybee and the 
wasp, and even buzzes in a 
threatening manner when disturbed, 
thus protecting itself from attack 



wasp 



Bluffs and threats 

Animals under attack often try to 
frighten the predator away by bluffs or 
threats. Birds ruffle their feathers in 
order to appear larger and more 
formidable. The eyed hawkmoth 
reveals huge false eyes on its 
underwings to scare attackers. Many 
predators will not eat carrion, so the 
grass snake, when threatened, feigns 
death by rolling on its back with 
mouth open and tongue lolling 


Group cooperation 
Some herds of animals, instead of 
scattering when danger threatens, 
work together to fend off attackers. 
Musk-oxen bulls form a defensive ring, 
with their horns pointing outwards, 
round the cows and calves of the 
herd, presenting a united front against 
preying wolf packs. 
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+ gener-, genus race, kind - more at kin] > degenerately adv, degenerate- 
nesi n, degeneracy Aresi/ n 

’degenerate n sthg or esp shy degenerate; esp one showing signs of 
revenion to an earlier cultural or evolutionary sUge 
Regenerate /di'jenarayt/ W 1 to pass from a higher to a lower type or 
cpndition; deteriorate 2 to sink into a low intellectual or moral state 3 
to decline from a former thriving or healthy condition 4 to evolve or 
develop into a less autonomous or complex form <-»d into parasites^ - 
degenerative Arativ/ adj, degeneration /•'raysh(a)n/ n 
deglutition /,deeglooh'tish(3)n/ n the act or process of swallowing [F 
deglutition, fr L deglutttus, pp of deglutire to swallow down, fr de- + 
glutire, gluttire to swallow - more at glutton] 
degrade /di'grayd/ vr la to lower in grade, rank, or status, demote b 
to reduce the quality of; specif to impair with respect to some physical 
property 2 to bring to low esteem or into disrepute <degrading vices) 3 
ERODE Ic 4 to decompose (a chemical compound) vi 1 to degenerate 
2 of a chemical compound to decompose [ME degraden, fr MF degnder, 
fr LL degradare, (r Lde- + gradus step, grade] - degradable adj, degrader 
n, degradingly adv, degradation /.degra*daysh(a)n/ n 
dagrea /di'gree/ n 1 a step or stage in a process, course, or order of 
classification (advanced by ^s> 2a the extent or measure of an action, 
condition, or relation b any of the (sets oO forms used m the comparison 
of an adjective or adverb c a legal measure of guilt or negligence (guilty 
of murder in the first -^ ) d a positive and esp considerable amount 
(eccentiK toa 3 the civil condition or status of a person (people of 
high ^ > 4 an academic title conferred a on students in recognition of 
proficiency b honoranly S a division or interval of a scale of measure- 
ment; specif any of vanous units for mmunng temperature 6 a 360th 
part of the circumference of a circle symbol 7a the rank of 
algebraic expression that for a monomial term is the sum of the exponents 
of the variable factors and for a polynomial is the sum of the exponents 
of the variable factors of the highest degree <x^y*z and x* y' f 2z are 
both of the 6th degree} b the greatest power of the derivative of highest 
order >n a differential equation [ME, fr OF degre, fr (assumed) VL 
degradus, frLde- ^ gradus] - degreed adj - to a degree 1 to a remarkable 
extent 2 in a small way 

dg'gree-,day n a unit that represents 1 degree of declination from a given 
point (e g 65*) in the mean daily outdoor temperature and that is used to 
measure heat requirements 

dg,gr«a of f reborn n any of a limited characteristic number of ways 
in which a body or system may move 

dg haul en baa /da .oh on(h) liah (Fr da o a ha)/ adj or adv having 
a superior or condescending manner [F, lit . from top to bottom] 
dehltca /di'his/ vr to split (open); also to discharge contents by so 
splitting (anthers dehiscing at maturity} [L dehtscere to split open, fr de- 
+ hiscere to gape; akin to L biare to yawn - more at yawn] - dehiscence 
n. deUaceot adj 

dehuman>iza, -Ise /.dee’hyoohmaniez/ vt to divest of human qualities 
or personality - debumanizatioB /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
dahumldify /.deehyooh'midine/ vt to remove moisture from (e g air) - 
debomidlflcatioB An'kaysh(a)n/ n, dehumldifler n 
dahydr- /deehiedr-/, dehydro- comb form with hydrogen removed 
(ddhydrocortisone} 

dahydrata /.deehie'drayt/ vr 1 to remove (bound) water from (a 
chemical compound, foods, etc) 2 to make dry and uninteresting m style 
or character ^ vi to lose water or body fluids (abnormally) - dehydrator 
n, dehydratioa /-'draysh(a)n/ n 

dahydroganaaa /.dee'hiedra^jiayz, .deehie'drojonayz, -nays/ n an 
enzyme that accelerates the oxidation of or removal of hydrogen from a 
compound [ISV] 

daiotic Adiektik/ adj demonstrative 2 <thi8, that, and those have a ^ 
function} [Gk deiktikoa, fr deiktos, verbd of ddknynai to show] 
dtlfy Adee-ifie, 'day-/ vt la to make a god of b to take as an object of 
worship 2 to glorify as of supreme worth money} [ME deifyen, fr 
MF ddffer, fr LL deirtcare, fr L deus god] - daiflcatioa 
/-iri'kaysh(9)n/ n 

daign /dayn/ vi to condescend (she barely ^ed fo acknowledge their 
greeting} to condescend to give or offer [ME deignen, fr OF 
detgnkr, fr L dignare, dignan, fr dignus worthy - more at decent] 
daiOR'Iza, -lie /deeie-aniez/ vt to remove ions from (esp water) - 
deloRizatioa A'zaysfa(3)n/ n 

daiam Adee>iz(3)m, 'day-/ n, often cap a movement or system of thought 
advocating natural religion based on human reason rather than revelation; 
^feaf a chiefly 18th-c doctrine asserting that although God created the 
Qiiivene he does not intervene in its functioning [F dSirne, fr L deus god 


+ F -isme -ism] - deist n. often cap, deistic /-'istik/ adj, delstically 
adv 

daity /'dee-ati, 'day-/ n la the rank or essential nature of a god b cap 
the Supreme Being; god 1 2 a god or goddess (the deities of ancient 
Greece} 3 one exalted or revered as supremely good or powerful [ME 
deitee, fr MF deite, fr LL deitat-, deltas, fr L deus god; akin to OE Tiw, 
god of war. L divus god, dies day, Gk dios heavenly] 
d4j6 vu /.dayzhah 'vooh (Fr de3a vy)/ n 1 the illusion of remembering 
scenes and events when they are experienced for the first time 2 sthg 
excessively or unpleasantly familiar [F, adj, already seen] 
dajactad /di'jektid/ adj cast down in spirits; depressed [deject (to 
depress), fr ME dejecten to throw down, fr L dejectus, pp of deicere, fr 
de- + jacere to throw] - dejectedly adv, dejectedneas n 
dejection /di'jeksh(3)n/ n lowness of spints 

de Jure /,di 'jooan/ adv or adj by (full legal) nght (recognition extended 
to the new government} - compare Dt r ach^ [NL] 
deka- /deka-/, dek- - sec dfca- 

dekko Adekoh/ n. Br a look, glance - slang [Hindi dekho look', imper 
pi of dekhna to see, fr Skt drs to see, akin to Skt drsti seeing, sight, 
eye] 

delaine /ds'layn/ n a lightweight, often print, woollen dress fabric [F 
(moussetme) de lame (muslin) of wool] 

Delaware Adebwea/ n, pi Delawares, esp collectively Delaware a 
member, or the Algonquian language, of an American Indian people ong 
of the Delaware valley 

Relay /di'lay/ n 1 delaying or (an instance oO being delayed 2 the time 
during which sthg is delayed 

’delay vt 1 to postpone 2 to stop, detain, or hinder for a time ^vi I to 
move or act slowly 2 to pause momentarily [ME delayen, fr OF delaier, 
fr de- + laier to leave, alter of laissier, fr L laxare to slacken - more at 
relax] - delayer n, delaying adj 

del credere /.del 'kredan/ n a guarantee of a buyer's solvency given by 
a commission agent, usu in return for an additional commission [It, of 
belief, of trust] - del credere adj or adv 

delectable /di'lekubl/ adj 1 highly pleasing, delightful 2 delicious 
- [ME, fr MF, fr L delectabilis, fr delectare to delight - more at DKLioiir] 

- delectableness n, delectably adv, delectability /-ta'bibti/ n 
delectation /,delek'taysh(9)n, , dee-/ /} 1 delight 1 2 enjoyment [ME 

delectacioun, fr MF or L, MF delectation, fr L delectation-, delectatio, fr 
delectatus] 

delegable /'deligabi/ adj capable of being delegated 
delegacy Adchgasi/ n la the act of delegating b an appointment as 
delegate 2 sing or pi in constr a body of delegates; a board 
'delegate Adehgat/ n a person delegated to act for another, esp a 
representative to a conference [ME delegat, fr ML delegatus, fr L, pp of 
delegare to delegate, fr de- f legate to send - more at legate] 
’delegate Adcligayt/ vt 1 to entrust (e g a duty or responsibility) to 
another 2 to appoint as one’s representative -- vi to assign responsibility 
or authority 

delegation /,deli'gaysh(a)n/ n 1 the act of empowenng to act for 
another 2 sing or pi in constr a group of people chosen to represent others 
[* DELEGATE f -ION] 

delete /di'lect/ vt to eliminate, esp by blotting out, cutting out. or erasing 
[L deletus, pp of delere to wipe out, destroy, fr de- t -lere (akin to L /were 
to smear) - more at lime] 

deleterioua /.deli'tiari'as/ adj harmful, detrimental - fml [Gk del- 
etenos, fr deldsthai to hurt] - deleteriously adv, deleteriousnesa n 
deletion /di'leesh(3)n/ n sthg deleted [L delation-, deletio destruction, 
fr deletus] 

delft /delft/ n tin-glazed Dutch earthenwarb with blue and white or 
polychrome decoration [Delft, town in the Metherlands] 
dell Adeli/ n, pi delis delicatessen 2 

'deliberate /di'lib(3)rat/ adj 1 characterized 1^ or resulting from careful 
and thorough consideration 2 charactenzed by awareness of the conse- 
quences; wilful 3 slow, unhurried <wa/kei(/wi7A a ^ step} [Ldeliberatus, 
pp of dekberare to weigh in mind, ponder, irreg fr de- + libra scale, pound] 

- delibeiately adv, deliberatencif n 

Reliberaiit /di'libarayt/ vt to think about deliberately and often with 
formal discussion before reaching a decision ^ vi to ponder issues and 
decisions carefully 

dalibaration /dijib3'ray8h(a)n/ n 1 deliberating or being deliberate 2 
a discussion and consideration of pros and cons > deliberadve 
/di'lib(9)r3tiv/ adj, delibentively adv, deliberativeiiCBB n 
dalicacy Adelikasi/ n 1 sthg pleasing to eat that is considered rare or 
luxurious 2 the quality or state of being dainty (lace of great ^ > 3 frailty, 
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fragility 4 precise and refined perception or discrimination 5a refined 
sensibility in feeling or conduct b avoidance of anything offensive or 
disturbing 

delicate /'delikat/ adj la pleasing to the senses in a mild or subtle way 
b marked by daintiness or charm of colour, line, or proportion 2a marked 
by keen sensitivity or subtle discrimination <~ perception'^ b fastidious, 
squeamish 3a marked by extreme precision b having or showing extreme 
sensitivity <a ~ instrument 4 calling for or involving meticulously 
careful treatment </Ae ^ balance of powery 5a very finely made b(l) 
fragile (2) weak, sickly c marked by or requinng tact (^touches on a 
subject [ME delicat, fr L delicatus delicate, addicted to pleasure; akin 
to L delicere to allure] - delicately adv, delicateness n 
delicatessen /,delik3'tes(3)n/ n I pi in constr (delicacies and foreign) 
foods ready for eating (e g cooked meats) 2 a shop where delicatessen arc 
sold [obs G (now delikatessen), pi of dehcatesse delicacy, fr F debcatesse, 
prob fr Olt dehcatezza, fr delicato delicate, fr L delicatus] 
delicious /di'lishas/ adj 1 affording great pleasure; delightful 2 highly 
pleasing to one of the bodily senses, esp of taste or smell [ME, fr OF. f^r 
LL deliciosus, fr L deliciae delight, fr delicere to allure] - deliciously adv, 
deliciousness n 

'delight /di'liet/ n 1 great pleasure or satisfaction; joy 2 sthg that gives 
great pleasure <a - to behold) 

^delight vt to take great pleasure in doing sthg vt to give enjoyment or 
satisfaction to < ^ ed the audience with his performance) [ME deliten, fr 
OF delitier, fr L delectare, fr delectus, pp of delicere to allure, fr de- + 
lacere to allure, akin to OE Ixl switch. L laqueus snare] - delighter n 
de'lighted adi highly pleased - delightedly adv, deligbtedness n 
delightful adj highly pleasing - delightfully adv, delightful- 

ness n 

delimit /di'limit/ vt to fix the limits of <~ a boundary) [F delimiter, fr 
L delimitare, fr de- + limitare to limit, fr limit-, limes boundary, limit - 
more at 'limb] 

delimitate /di'limitayt/ vt to delimit - delimitadve /di'limitativ/ adj, 
delimitation /-'taysh(a)n/ n 

delineate /di'limayt/ vt 1 to show by drawing lines in the shape of 2 
to describe in usu sharp or vivid detail [L delineatus, pp of delineare, fr 
de- ^ lines line] - delineator n, delineative /-ativ/ adj, delineation 
/-■aysh(a)n/ n 

delinquency /di'lingkwansi/ n (the practice of engaging in) antisocial 
or illegal conduct used esp when emphasis is placed on maladjustment 
rather than cnminal intent [’delinquent + -cy] 

'delinquent /di'lmgkwant/ n a delinquent person 
^delinquent adj 1 guilty of wrongdoing or of neglect of duty 2 marked 
by delinquency behaviour) (L delinquent-, delinquens, prp of delm- 
quere to fail, offend, fr de- f linquere to leave - more at loan] - 
delinquently adv 

deliquesce /.deli'kwes/ vi to melt away; specif, of a compound to 
dissolve gradually in water attracted and absorbed from the air [L 
deliquescere. fr de- + liquescere, incho of liquere to be fluid - more at 
liquid] - deliquescence n, deliquescent a<fj 
delirious /di'lian-as/ adj (charactenstic) of or affected by delinum - 
deliriously adv, deliriousness n 

delirium /di'lian-am/ n 1 confusion, frenzy, disordered speech, halluci- 
nations, etc occurring as a (temporary) mental disturbance 2 frenzied 
excitement [L, fr delirare to deviate, be crazy, fr de- + lira furrow - more 
at learn] 

de,llrium 'tremens /tremenz/ n a violent delinum with tremors 
induced by chronic alcoholism [NL, lit., trembling delirium] 
deliver /di'liva/ vt 1 to set free 2 to hand over; convey <-*- the milk) 
3a to assist in giving birth <she was of a fine boy) b to aid in the 

birth of c to give birth to 4 to utter <~ed her speech effectively) 5 to 
aim or guide (e g a blow) to an mtended target or destination vi to 
produce the promised, desired, or expected results - infml [ME deliveren, 
fr OF delivrer, fr LL deltberare, fr L de- v liberare to liberate] - 
deliverable a^f, deliverer n 

deliverance /di'liv(a)r9ns/ e' 1 liberation, rescue 2 an opinion or 
verdict expressed publicly [deliver ^ -ance] 
delivery /di'liv(a)ri/ n 1 dpliverance 1 2a the act of handing over b 
a physi^ or legal transfer c sthg delivered at 1 time or in 1 unit imilk 
deliveries) 3 the act of giving birth 4 the uttering of a speech; also the 
manner or style of uttering in speech or song 5 the act or manner or an 
instance of sending forth, throwing, or bowling [ME deliverie, fr deliv- 
eren] 

deliveryman Aman, -.man/ n, pi deliverysieo Aman, -.men/ a van 


dnver who delivers wholesale or retail goods to customers, usu over a 
regular local route 

dell /del/ n a small secluded hollow or valley, esp in a forest [ME dellc, 
akin to MHG telle ravine, OE drel valley - more at dale] 
delouse /xlee'lows/ vt to remove lice from 

Delphic /'delfik/, Delphian Adelfi'an/ adj 1 of ancient Delphi or its 
oracle 2a ambiguous b obscure, enigmatic [Delphi, town in ancient 
Greece] - delphlcally adv 

delphinium /dei'fini-am/ n any of a genus of plants of the buttercup 
family with deeply cut leaves and flowers in showy spikes [NL, genus 
name, fr Gk delphinion larkspur, dim of delphin-, delphis dolphin - more 
at dolphin] 

delta /delta/ n la the 4th letter of the Greek alg^bet b 'd 4 2 a 
tnangular alluvial deposit at the mouth of a river geography 3 
an increment of a variable [ME deltha, fr Gk delta, of Sem ongin; akin 
to Heb daJeth, 4th letter of the Heb alphabet] - deltaic /dertayik/ adj 
Delta - a communications code word for the letter d 
'delta .wing n an approximately triangular aircraft wing with a (nearly) 
straight rearmost edge - delta-winged adj 

deltoid /deltoyd/ n a large triangular muscle covering the shoulder joint 
and acting to raise the arm to the side [NL deltoides, fr Gk deltoeides 
shaped like a delta, fr delta] 

delude /di'loohd/ vt to mislead the mind or judgment of, deceive, trick 
[ME deluden, fr Ldeludere, fr de- + ludere to play - more at ludicrous] 

- deluder n, deludlngly adv 

'deluge /delyoohj, -yoohzh/ n la a great flood; specif, cap the Flood 
recorded in the Old Testament (Gen 6.8) b a drenching fall of rain 2 an 
overwhelming amount or number <a of criticism) (a of letters) 
[ME, fr MF, fr L diluvium, fr diluere to wash away, fr dis- lavere to 
wash] 

’deluge vt l to overflow with water, inundate 2 to overwhelm, 
swamp 

delusion /di'loohzh(3)n/ n 1 deluding or being deluded 2a sthg delus- 
ively believed b (a mental state charactenzed by) a false belief (about the 
self or others) that persists despite the facts and occurs esp in psychotic 
states [ME, fr L delusion-, delusio, fr delusus, pp of deludere] - delusional 
adj, deluslonary /-n(a)ri/ adj 

delusive /di'Ioohsiv, -ziv/ adj 1 likely to delude 2 constituting a 
delusion - delusively adv, delusiveness n 
delusory /di'loohz(3)ri, -s(3)ri/ adj deceptive, delusive 
delustre /.dee'lusta/ vt to reduce the sheen of (e g yam or fabric) 
de luxe /di 'luks/ adj notably luxurious or elegant [F, lit., of luxury] 
delve / Jelv/ w 1 to dig or work (as iO with a spade 2 to make a careful 
or detailed search for information d into the past) [ME delven, fr OE 
delfan-, akin to OHG telban to dig] - delver n 

demagnet ize, -ise /.dee'magnitiez/ vt to cause not to have magnetic 
properties or a magnetic field - deraagnedzer n, demagnedsatton 
/-'zay8h(3)n/ n 

demagogue, NAm also demagog /demagog/ n 1 a leader of the 
common people in ancient tunes 2 an agitator who makes use of popular 
prejudices in order to gain power [Gk demagogos, fr demos people (akin 
to Gk daiesthai to divide) + agogos leading, fr agein to lead - more at 
TIDE agent] - demagoguery A.gog(3)ri/ n, demagogy /-.gogi/ n, dema- 
gogic /-'gogik, -'gojik/, demagogical adj, dcnmgogically adv 
'demand /di'mahnd/ n 1 an act of demanding or asking, esp with 
authority; a claim 2a an expressed desire for ownership or use b 
willingness and ability to purchase a commodity or service c the quantity 
of a commodity or service wanted at a specified price and tune 3 a desire 
or need for, the state of being sought after (gold is in great ^)(a great 
^ for teachers) - on demand whenever the demand is made (feed the 
baby on demand) 

’demand vi to make a demand; ask ^vr 1 to ask or call for with 
authonty; claim as due or just payment of a debt) 2 to cal^ for 
urgently, peremptorily, or insistently 3 to ask authontatively or earnestly 
to be informed of the reason for her visit) 4 to require [ME 
demaunden, fr MF demander, fr ML demandare, fr L de- 4- mandate to 
enjoin - more at mandate] - demandaUc adlj, demniider n 
demandant /di'mahndant/ n one who makes a demand or claun 
demanding /di'mahnding/ adj exacting - demandingly adv 
de'mand^pull n an increase or upward trend in spendable money, 
sometimes considered to result in increased competition for available 
goods and services and a corresponding increase in consumer prices - 
compare cost-push - dmnaad-pnll adj 

demantoid /di'mantoyd/ n a green garnet [G, fr obs G demant 
diamond, fr MHG diemant, fr OF diamanf] 
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demarcate /'deemah.kayt/ vt 1 to mark the limits of 2 to set apart; 
separate [back-formation fr demarcation] 

damarcatlon also demarkadon /.deemah'kaysh(a)n/ n the marking of 
limits or boundaries, esp between areas of work to be earned out by 
members of particular trade unions <a ^ dispute} [Sp demarcacion &. Pg 
demarca^, ft demarcar to delimit, fr de- + marcar to mark, fr It 
jnircare, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG marha boundary - more at 
'march] 

damarcha /'day.mahsh/ n 1 a^ course of action; a manoeuvre 2 a 
diplomatic manoeuvre [F demarche, lit., gait, fr MF, fr demarcher to 
march, fr OF demarchier, ft de- + marchicr to march] 
damatariaMza, -toe /.deema'tiari aliez/ vb to deprive of or lose matenal 
form or qualities 

dama /deem/ n a unit of local government in ancient Attica or modem 
Greece [Gk demos, lit., people] 
damaan /di'meen/ vt to degrade, debase [dc* » mean] 
damaanour, NAm chiefly demeanor /di'meena/ n behaviour towards 
others; outward manner [earlier demeanure, fr demean (to behave) « 
-u/r, demean fr ME demenen, fr OF demener to conduct, guide, fr de- 4 
mener to lead, dnve, fr L minare, fr minari to threaten] 
damantad /di'mented/ adj insane; also crazy [arch dement (to dnve 
mad), fr LL dementare, f^r L dement-, demens] - dementedly adv, 
deaieBtedBeM n 

damantia /di'mensh(y)a/ n 1 deteriorated mentality due to damage to 
or (natural) detenoration of the brain (^senile ^ > 2 madness, insanity [L. 
fr dement-, demens mad. fr de- 4 ment-, mens mind - more at mind] - 

dcmential adj 

da.mantia 'praecox /preekoks/ n schizophrenia [NL. lit . premature 
dementia] 

damarara augar /.dema'reara/ n brown crystallized unrefined cane 
sugar from the W Indies [Demerara, region of Guyana] 
damarit /.dee'ment, '•,--/ n 1 a quality that deserves blame or lacks 
merit, a fault, defect 2 NAm a bad mark given to an offender [ME, fr 
MF Jemerite, fr de- 4 merite ment] 

damaraal /di'muhsl/ adj of or living near the bottom of the sea - 
compare pelagic [L demersus, pp of demergere to sink, fr de- 4 mergerc 
to dip. sink, plunge] 

damaana /di'mayn, -'meen/ n 1 legal possession of land as one's own 
2 land actually occupied by the owner and not held by tenants 3a the land « 
attached to a mansion b landed propeny, an eMate c a region, realm 
[ME, alter, of demeyne, fr OF demame - more at domain] 
dami* /demiV prefix 1 half (^demisemiquaver} 2 partly belonging to (a 
specified type or class) <dcmigod> [ME, fr demt, fr MF, fr L dimidws, 
prob back-formation fr dimidiare to halve, fr dis- + medius mid - more 
at mid] 

damigod /'demi.god/, fern 'demlgoddcss /i la a mythological super- 
human being with less power than a god b an offspring of a union between 
a mortal and a god 2 a person so outstanding that he/she seems to 
approach the divine 

damljohn /'demijon/ n a nanow-necked large bottle of glass or stone- 
ware [by folk etymology fr F dame-jeanne, lit . Lady Jane] 
damilitarfza, -isc /.dee'militariez/ vt to stnp of military forces, weap- 
ons, etc - demilitarization A'zayshfa)!!/ n 

demimondalna /.demimon'dayn/ n a woman of the demimonde [F 
demi-mondaine, fr fern of demt-mondam, ft demi-monde] 
.dami'monda /-'mond/ n 1 smg or pi in constr a class of womeiuf n the 
fringes of respectable society who were supported by wealthy lovers 2 a 
demimondaine 3 sing or pi in constr a group engaged in activity of 
doubtful legality or propriety [F demi-monde, fr demi- 4 monde world, 
fr L mundus] 

damlnaraMze, -ise /4ee'min(3)r»,liez/ vt to remove the mineral matter 
firom (eg water) - demineralizer n, demineralization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
'damlM /di'mio/ vt 1 to convey (e g an estate) by will or lease 2 to 
traaMnit by succession or inheritance ^ vi to pass by descent or bequest 
(jthe property ^d to the king} 

Hl^iaa n 1 the conveyance of an estate or transfer of sovereignty by 
demising 2a death - technical, euph, or humor h a cessation of existence 
or activity - fml or humor [MF, fern of demis, pp of demettre to dismiss, 
fr L demittere to send down, fr de- mittere to send • more at 
imite] 

dmmisemkiuavtr /4emisemilLwayva/ n a musical note with the time 
value of Vi of a semiquaver ^3^ music 

dginiMlon /di*ini^d)n/ n a resignation, abdication - fml [MF, fr L 
demission-, danissio leering, fr demissus, pp.of demittere] 


damiat /.dee'mist/ vt, Br to remove mist from (e g a car windscreen) - 
demister n 

damit /di'mit/ vb -tt- to resign - fml [MF demettre] 
damitaata /*demi,tas/ n a small cup of, or for, black coffee [F 
demi-tasse, fr demt- 4 tasse cup, fr MF, fr Ar lass, fr Per tast] 
'daml.urga /-,uhj/ n 1 a Gnostic subordinate deity who is the creator 
of the material world 2 sthg that is an autonomous creative force or 
decisive power [LL demiurgus, fr Gk demiourgos, lit., one who works for 
the people, fr demios of the people (fr demos people) 4 -ourgos worker 
(fr ergon work) - more at olmagooue, work] - demiurgeous /-’uhjas/ 
adj, demiurgic /-'uhjik/, demiurgical adj, demiurgieally adv 
.dami-vi'erga /vi'eozh, 'vyeozh/ n a woman who engages in sexual 
activity while retaining her physiological virginity [F, lit., half virgin, fr 
demt- 4 vierge virgin, fr L virgin-, virgo] 
damo /'demoh/ n, p! demos 1 demonstration 4 2 cap NAm demo- 
crat 2 

'damob /.dce'mob/ vt, chiefly Br to demobilize 
’demob n, chiefly Br a demobilization 

damobil-iza, -ise /.dee'mohbiliez/ vt 1 to drsband 2 to discharge from 
military service - demobilization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
democracy /di'mokrasi/ n la government by the people b (a political 
unit with) a government in which the supreme power is exercised by the 
people directly or indirectly through a system of representation usu 
involving free elections 2 the absence of cla.ss distinctions or privileges 
[MF democratic, fr LL democratia, fr Gk demokratia, fr demos 4 -kratia 
-cracy] 

democrat /'demakrat/ n la an adherent of democracy b one who 
practises social equality 2 cap a member of the Democratic party of the 
USA 

democratic /.dema'kratik/ adj 1 of or favounng democracy or social 
equality 2 often cap of or constituting a poliiicai party of the USA 
associated with policies of social reform and internationalism ■ demo- 
cratically adv, democratize /di'mokratiez/ vt, democratization 
/-tie’zaysh(3)n/ n, democratizer /drmokratieza/n 
dtkmod6 /.daymoh'day/ adj no longer fashionable; out-of-date [F, fr de- 
de- 4 mode fashion] 

demodulate /.dee'modyoolayt/ vt to extract the information (e g a video 
signal) from (a modulated carrier wave) demodulator n, demodulation 
/-'lay5h(9)n/ n 

demography /di'mogran/ n the statistical study of human populations, 
esp with reference to size and density, distnbution, and vital statistics [F 
demographic, fr Gk demos people + F -graphic -graphyj - demographer 
n, demographic /,dem3'grarik/ adj, demographically adv 
damoisalla /damwah'zel/ n a damsclfly [F, fr OF damciseJe - more at 
damsel] 

demolish /di'molish/ vt 1 to destroy, smash, or tear down 2 to eat up 
~ infml [MF demoliss-, stem of demolir, fr L demohn, fr de- + mohri to 
construct, fr moles mass - more at 'mdi e] - demolisher n 
demolition /,dema'lish(3)n/ n the act or an instance of demolishing [MF 
& L, MF, fr L demolition-, demohtio, fr demoh tus, pp of demohn] - 
demolitioniat n 

demon /'deeman/ n la an evil spint b an evil or undesirable emotion, 
trait, or state 2 daemon 1,2 3 one who has unusual drive or effectiveness 
<a ^ for work} [ME, fr LL & L; LL daemon evil spint, fr L, divinity, 
spint, fr Gk daimon] - demonism n, demonize vt, demonization 
/,dcemanie'zaysh(a)n/ n, demonology /,deem3'nobji/ n 
demonet ize, -ise /,dee'munitiez/ vt to stop using (a metal) as a money 
standard [F demonetiser, fr de- de- 4 L moneta com - more at 'mint] 
* demonetization /di.munitie'zaysh(a)n/ 

'demoniac /di'mohniak/ also demoniacal /,d^moh'nie-dki/ adj 1 pos- 
sessed or influenced by a demon 2 demonig [ME demoniak, fr LL 
daemoniacus, fr Gk daimoniakos, fr daimon-^ daimon] - demoniacally 
adv 

’demoniac n one regarded as possessed by a demon 
demonic /di'monik/ also demonical /-kl/ at^ (suggestive) of a demon; 

fiendish cruelty} - demonically adv 
demon'atrable /di'monstrabl/ adj 1 capable of being demonstrated 2 
apparent, evident - demonatrableneaa n, demonstrably adv, demonitra- 
bility /di^nonstra'bibti/ n 

demonstrate /demanstrayt/ vt 1 to show clearly 2a to prove or make 
clear by reasoning or evidence b to illustrate and explain, esp with many 
examples 3 to show or prove the application, value, or efficiency of to a 
prospective buyer ^ vi 1 to make or give a demonstration 2 to take part 
in a demonstration (demonstrating against the abortion bill} [L demon- 
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stratus, pp of demonstrare, fr de- + monstrare to show - more at 
mustfr] 

demonstration /.deman'straysh(a)n/ n 1 an outward expression or 
display 2a(l) conclusive evidence; proof (2) a proof in which the 
conclusion is the immediate sequence of reasoning from premises b a 
showing and explanation of the ments of a product to a prospective buyer 
c a display of an action or process (cooking ~ > 3 a show of armed force 
4 a mass meeting, procession, etc to display group feelings (e g about 
grievances or political issues) [nFMONSTRATE + -ion] ~ demonstradonal 
adj 

'demonstrative /di'monstrativ/ adj 1 demonstrating sthg to be real or 
true 2 pointing out the one referred to and distinguishing it from others 
of the same class < pronounsy 3 given to or marked by display of feeling 

- demonstratively adv, demonstrativeness n 
’demonstrative n a demonstrative word or morpheme 
demonstrator /'deman.strayta/ n one who demonstrates e g a a junior 

staff member who demonstrates expenments in a university science 
department b sby who participates in a demonstration (the '^s were 
given a police escort} 

demoral ize, -ise /di'mor3,liez/ vt to weaken the morale or self-respect 
of, discourage, dispint - demoralizingly adv, demoralization 
/di,mor3lie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

demos /deemos/ n, often cap the populace personified (Gk demos - 
more at nrMAGOGiin] 

demote /di'moht/ vt to reduce to a lower grade or rank [de- i -mote 
(as in promote)] - demotion /di'mohsh(3)n/ n 
demotic /di'motik/ adj 1 of the people 2 of or written in a simplified 
form of tli<c ancient Lgyptian hieratic writing 3 of the Modem Greek 
vernacular [Gk demotikos, fr demotes commoner, fr demos] - 
demotic n 

demount Adee'mownt/ vt 1 to remove from a mounted position 2 to 
disassemhie. dismantle demountable adj 
demulcent /di'muls(a)nt/ adj, of a medicine soothing [L demulcent-, 
dcmulcens, prp of demuJeere to soothe, fr de- + mulcere to s.x)thej - 

demulcent n 

'demur /di'muh/ vi -rr- I to put in a demurrer 2 to take exception, 
(mildly) object [ME demeoren to linger, fr OF demorer, fr L demoran, 
fr de- + moran to linger, fr mora delay - more at memory] - demurral 
n, demurrable adj 

’demur n 1 a hesitation (men who follow fashion without ) 2 objection, 

protest 

demure /di'myooa/ adj 1 reserved, modest 2 affectedly modest, 
reserved, or serious, coy [ME, perh fr MF demorer. demourer to linger] 

- demurely adv, demureneas n 

demurrer /di'muhra/ n 1 a legal objection that assumes the truth of the 
matter alleged by the opponent, but asserts that it is insufficient in law 
to sustain his/her claim, and that he/she should not be allowed to proceed 

- no longer used in English law 2 an objection [MF demorer, vb] 
demy /di'mie/nasizeofpaper usu22Vi X 17V4in(572 X 444mm) [ME 

demi half - more at dlmi ] 

demyelinate /dec'mie ili,nayt/ vt to remove or destroy the myelin of (a 
nerve fibre) - demyelination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
demystify /dec'mistific/ vt to eliminate the mystery from, clanfy 
the law} - demystification /di,mistifi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
demytholog-ize, ‘Ise Adeemi'thobjicz/ vt to eliminate the mythical 
elements or associations of - demythologization /.deemi- 
.thobjie'zaysh(a)n/ n 

den /den/ n 1 the lair of a wild, usu predatory, animal 2 a centre of 
secret, esp unlawful, activity (an opium ~ > 3 a comfortable usu secluded 
room [ME, fr OE denn, akin to OE denu valley, OHG team threshing 
floor, Gk thenar palm of the hand] 

denarius /di'ncan-os/ n, pi denarii /di'nesri^c/ a small silver com of 
ancient Rome [ME, fr L - more at denier] 

denationalize, -iae /dee'nash3n(o)l,iez/ vr 1 to divest of national 
status, character, or nghts 2 to remove from ownership or control by the 
state - denationalization /,dee^h3n(3)lie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
denature /dee'naycha/ vr 1 to make (alcohol) unfit for dnnking 2 to 
modify (e g a protein) by heat, acid, etc so that some of the onginal 
structure of the molecule is lost and its properties are changed - 
denatnrant /dee'naychsrant, -‘nachs-/ n, denatnration /dee- 
,naycha'raysh( 0 )n, -.nacha-/ a 

denazify /.dee'nayzifie, .dee'nahtsiiie/ vt to rid of Nazism and its 
influence - denazification /,deenayzifi'kaysh(3)n, dee.nahtstri'- 
kaysh<9)n/ n 


dendr, dendro- comb form tree <dendroiJ>; branching like a tree <den- 
dn/e> [Gk, fr dendron; akin to Gk drys tree - more at free] 
dendrite /'dendnet/ /i 1 (a mineral marked with) a branching crystal 
form 2 any of the (branching) extensions from a nerve cell that conduct 
impulses towards the body of the cell - dendritic /den'dntik/ also 
dendritical adj, dendritically adv 

dendrochronology /.dendrohkrs'nobji/ n the dating of events and 
vanations in climate by comparative study of the annual growth nngs in 
wood 

dene /deen/ n 'dean 

dengue /deng gi/ n an infectious short-lasting virus disease character- 
ized esp by pain in the joints [Sp] 
deniable /di'nie-sbl/ adj capable of being denied 
denial /di'me-sl/ n 1 a refusal to satisfy a request or desire 2a a refusal 
to admit the truth or reality (e g of a statement or charge) b an assertion 
that an allegation is false 3 a refusal to acknowledge sby or sthg; a 
disavowal 

denier /'deeni-3, 'deenys/ n a unit of fineness for silk, rayon, or nylon yam 
equal to the fineness of a yam weighing Ig for each 9000m - compare tex 
[ME denere, fr MF denier, fr L denanus, com worth ten asses, fr denarius 
containing ten. fr deni ten each, fr decern ten - more at ten] 
denigrate /'denigrayt/ vr 1 to cast aspersions on; defame 2 to belittle 
[L denigratus, pp of denigrare, fr de- ^ nigrare to blacken, fr mgr-, niger 
black] - denigrator n, denigratory /-t(3)ri/ adj, denigration 
/,deni'graysh(3)n/ n 

denim /'denam/ n \ a firm durable twilled usu blue cotton fabric used 
esp for jeans 2 pi denim trousers, esp blue jeans [F (serge) de NTmes serge 
of Nimes, town m France] 

denitrify /.dee'nietn,fie/ vt to remove (a compound oO nitrogen from; 
to convert the nitrogen m (a nitrate or nitnte) to gaseous nitrogen released 
into the atmosphere - denitrification /dee,nietnfi'ka>$h(3)n/ n 
denizen /'deniz(3)n/ n 1 an inhabitant 2 a naturalized plant or animal 
[ME denysen, fr MF denzetn, fr OF, inner, fr denz within, fr LL deintus, 
fr L de- + intus within - more at ent ] 

denominate /di'nominayt/ vt to give a name to - fml [L denominatus, 
pp of denominare, fr de- nominare to name - more at nominate) 
denomination /di,nomi'naysh(3)n/ ala name, designation, esp a 
general name for a category 2 a religious organization or sect 3 a grade 
or degree in a senes of values or sizes (e g of money) [denominate + 
-ion] 

denominational /di.nomi'naysh(9)nl/ adj of a particular religious 
denomination (a school} - denominationally adv 
de.nomi'nationaMsm /',iz(9)m/ n the narrowly exclusive emphasizing 
of denominational differences ~ denominationallst n 
denominative /di'nommativ/ adj conferring or constituting a name [L 
de from + nomin-, nomen name] - denominative n 
denominator /di'nomi,nayt9/ n the part of a vulgar fraction that is 
below the line and that in fractions with 1 as the numerator indicates into 
how many parts the unit is divided; a divisor 
denotation /,dcenoh'taysh(9)n/ n 1 a direct specific meaning as distinct 
from a connotation 2 a denoting term; a name 3 the totality of subjects 
of which a term may be predicated, esp in logic [denote + -ation] 
denote /di'noht/ vt l to indicate (the swollen belbes that ~ starvation} 

2 to be a sign or mark for (red ^ s danger} 3 to have the meaning of; 
mean [MF denoter, fr L denotare, fr de- ^ notare to note] - denotative 
Atetiv/ adj 

denouement /day'noohmonh/ n 1 the resolution of the mam complica- 
tion in a literary work 2 the outcome of a complex sequence of events [F 
denouement, lit., untying, fr MF desnouement, fr desnouer to untie, fr OF 
desnoer, fr des- de- -i- noer to tie, fr L nodare, fr nodus knot] 
denounce /di'nowns/ vt t to condemn, esp publicly, as deserving 
censure or punishment 2 to inform against; accuse 3 to annoupce 
formally the termination of (e g a treaty) [ME denouncen, fr OF denon^ 
cier to proclaim, fr L denuntiare, fr de- + nuntiare to report - more at 
announce] - denouncement n. denouncer n 
de novo /di 'nohvoh/ adv over again, anew [L] 
dense /dens/ adj 1 marked by high density, compactness, or crowding 
together of parts undergrowth} (a fog} 2 sluggish of mind; stupid 

3 demanding concentration to follow or comprehend <-• prose} [L 
densus', akin to Gk dasys thick with hair or leaves] - domely adv, 
denseneas n 

density /'densati/ n 1 the quantity per unit volume, unit area, or unit 
length; eg a the mass of a substance or distribution of a quantity per unit 
of volume or space b the average number of individuals or units per unit 
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of space <a popuktion ~ > 2 the degree of opaqueness of sthg translucent 
[dense -ity] 

'dient /dent/ n 1 a depression or hollow made by a blow or by pressure 
2 an adverse effect <inade a - w the weekly budgeO [ME, blow, alter 
of dint] 

Hlftnt ¥t to make a dent in or on 

d0nt- /dentVf dead** dento- comb form tooth, teeth <den- 
U/brm> <denti^oe> [ME denti-, fr L, fr dent-, dens tooth - more at 
tooth] 

'dental /denti/ 1 of the teeth or dentistry 2 articulated with the tip 
or blade of the tongue against or near the upper front teeth [L dentalis, 
fr dent-, dens] - dentaliae vt, dentally adv 
Hlental n a dental consonant 

.dental f lose n a waxed thread used to clean between the teeth 
dentalium /den'tayli am/ n, pi dentalia /-li-a/ a tooth shell or related 
shellfish [NL, genus name, fr L dentalts] 

dentate /dentayt^'dentated adj having teeth or pointed conical projec- 
dons <a ^ /ea/> plant [L dentatus, fr dent-, dens] - dentately adv, 
dentation /den'taysh(a)n/ n 

dentifrice /denti/ris/ n a powder, paste, or liquid for cleaning the teeth 
[MF, fr L dentifridum, fr denti- ^ fneare to rub - more at friction] 
dentin /dentin/ n, NAm dentine 

dentine /denteen/ n a calcium-containing material, similar to but harder 
and denser than bone, of which the pnncipal mass of a tooth is composed 
DIGESTION - dentinal adj 

dentist /dentist/ n one who treats diseases, malformations, and injunes 
to the teeth, mouth, etc and who makes and inserts false teeth [F dentiste, 
fr dent] - dentistry n 

dentition /den'tish(a)n/ n 1 the emergence of teeth from the gums 2 the 
number, kind, and arrangement of a human being’s or other animal’s teeth 
[L dentition-, dentitio, fr dentitus, pp of dentire to cut teeth, fr dent-, 
dens] 

dento- /dentoh-/ > see dent- 

denture /dencha, -chooa/ n an artificial replacement for 1 or more teeth; 
esp, p/ a set of false teeth [F, fr MF, fr dent] 
dsnucisarize, -iae //lee'nyoohk]i-a,riez/ vt to remove nuclear arms 
from - dennclcarization /dee,nyoohkli-ane'zaysh(a)n/ n 
danuda /di'nyoohd/ vt la to strip of ail covenng b to lay bare by erosion 
2 to remove an important possession or quality from; strip <^d of hjs 
dignity} [L denudare, fr de- + nudus bare - more at naked] - denudation * 
/,deenyooh'daysh(9)n/ n 

danumarabla /di'nyoohm(a)r3bl/ adj, of a mathematical set having 
elements that can be numbered successively; countable - dennmerably 
adv, denumerability /-ra'bibti/ n 

danunciation /di,nunsi'aysh(a)n/ n a (public) condemnation [L denun- 
tiation-, denuntiatio, fr denuntiatus, pp of denuntiare to denounce] 
dany /di'nie/ vr 1 to declare to be untrue or invalid; refuse to accept 2 
to disown, repudiate 2a to give a negative answer to b to refuse to grant 
a request} c to restrain (oneselO from self-indulgence [ME denyen, 
fir OF denier, fr L denegare, fr de- + negare to deny - more at 
negate] 

daodar /dee-ohdah, ‘dee a-/ n an East Indian cedar [Hindi deodar, fr Skt 
devadaru, lit., timber of the gods, fr deva god ^ dam wood] 

4ao'dara A'dah-r»/ n a deodar 

daodorant /dee'ohdarant/ n a preparation that destroys or masks 
unpleasant smells - deodorant 

dcodOT'izc, -iae /dee'ohdanez/ vt to destroy or prevent the unpleasant 
smell of - deodorlaer n. deodorizatioB /dee,ohdone'zaysh(9)n/ 
deontology /.dee-on'tolaji/ n a theory or examination of the nature of 
moral obligation [Gk deont-, deon that which is obligatory, fr neut of prp 
of dein to lack, be needful] - deontologfat n, deontological 
/dee,oota1qiikl/ adj 

.l^volonto /4ay-oh vo'lenti/ adv God being willing [L] 
dMxy- /dee>oksi-/ comb form containing fewer hydroxide groups in the 
(deosyribottucleic add} [ISV] 

dooxygonato /.dee'oksijinayt/ vt to remove oxygen from - deoxygen- 
ation /deex>kaiji'nay8h(3)n/ n 

daoxyrlbonuclaic acid /di,oksi.riebohnyooh'klayik/ n DNA [deos- 
yriboae + nucleic add] 

daoxyrlbonuolaotida /di,okBi,rieboh'nyoohkli*a.tied/ n any of several 
nucleotides that contain deoxyribose and some of which are constituents 
of DNA 

daoxyriboaa /deeoksi'riebohz/ n a pentose sugar occurring esp in 
decnyriboiiuctootulcs (ISV deoay- + ribaae] 
dapart/di*paht/W 1 to go away; leave 2 to turn aside; deviate /hooi ^vt 


to go away from; leave [ME departen to divide, go away, fr OF departir, 
fr de- + partir to divide, fr L parttre, fr part-, pars part] 
da'partad adj 1 bygone 2 having died, esp recently - euph 
dapartmant /di'pahtmont/ n la a major division of a government b a 
division of an institution or business that provides a specified service or 
deals with a specified subject <sa/es c a major administrative 
subdivision (e g m France) d a section of a department store 2 a distinct 
sphere (eg of activity or thought) - infml (^that's not my --} [F 
departement, fr MF, fr departir] - departmental /.deepaht'menti/ adj, 
departmentally adv, departmentalize /.decpaht'mentl iez/ vt, departmen- 
talization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

dw’partmpnt ,stor« n a large shop, selling a wide variety of goods, 
arranged in several departments 

departure /di'pahcha/ n la the act of going away b a setting out (e g 
on a new course of action) 2 the distance due east or west travelled by 
a ship in Its course 3 deviation, divergence 
depend /di'pend/ vr 1 to be determined by or based on some condition 
or action 2a to place reliance or trust b to be dependent, esp for financial 
support 3 to hang down VSE(1A2) f on or upon [ME dcpe/iden, fr MF 
dependre, modif of L dependde, fr de- + pendere to hang - more at 

PENDANl] 

dependable /di'pendabl/ adj reliable [dlpend f -able] - dependable- 
ness n, dependably adv, dependability /di.penda'bibti/ n 
dependant, NAm chiefly dependent /di'pendant/ n a person who relies 
on another for esp financial support 

dependence also dependence /di'pendans/ n 1 being influenced by or 
subject to another 2 reliance, trust 3 a need for or reliance on a drug 
a compulsive physiological need for a habit-forming drug (e g heroin), 
addiction b psychological need for a drug after a penod of use, habitu- 
ation [depend + -ence] 

dependency /di'pend(a)nsi/ n sthg that is dependent on sthg else, specif 
a territorial unit under the jurisdiction of a nation but not formally 
annexed to it 

dependent /di'pend(d)nt/ adj 1 determined or conditioned by another, 
contingent 2 relying on another for support 3 subject to another’s 
jurisdiction 4 subordinate 3 USEH&2) f on or upon [ME dependant, 
fr MF, prp of dependre] - dependently adv 
depersonal'lze, -ise /.dee'puhsanl iez/ vt 1 to depnve of the sense of 
personal identity 2 to make impersonal - depersonalization 
/-’zaysh(a)n/ n 

depict /di'pikt/ vt 1 to represent by a picture 2 to desenbe [L depictus, 
pp of depingere, fr de- ^ pingere to paint - more at paint] - depicter n. 
depiction /di'piksh(a)n/ n 

depilate /depilayt/ vt to remove hair from [I. depilatus, pp of depilare, 
fr de- + pilus hair - more at *pill] - depilation /,depriaysh(3)n/ n, 
depilatory /drpibt(3)ri/ adj or n 

deplete /di'pleet/ vt to reduce in amount by using up, exhaust, esp of 
strength or resources [L depletus, pp of deplere, fr de- + p/ere to fill - 
more at *hjll] - depletion /di'pleesh(D)n/ n 
deplorable /di'plawrsbl/ adj 1 lamentable <a ^ accident} 2 extremely 
bad - deplorableness n, deplorably adv 
deplore /di'plaw/ vt 1 to feel or express gnef for 2 to regret or 
disapprove of strongly [MF or L; MF dephrer, fr L deplorare, fr de- -f 
plorare to wail] - deploringly adv 

deploy /di'ploy/ vt 1 to spread out (e g troops or ships), esp in battle 
formation 2 to utilize or arrange as if deploying troops vi to move in 
being deployed [F dSphyer, fr L displicare toxcatter > more at display] 
- deployable adj, deployment n 

deplume /.dee'ploohm/ vt to pluck the feathers of [ME deplumen, fr 
MF deplumer, fr ML deplumare, fr L de- > pluma feather - more at 
'fleece] * 

depolar ize, -Ise /.dee'pohbriez/ vt to prevedl or remove polarization of 
(e g a dry battery or a cell membrane) - defolarizer n, depolarization 
/di,pohbne'zaysh(9)n/ n 

depolitic-ize, -ise /.deeps'litisiez/ vt to male nonpolitical foreign 
aid} 

'depongnt /di'pohnsnt/ adj, of a verb occurring with passive or middle 
voice forpis but with active voice meaning [LL deponent-, deponens, fr 
L, prp of depone/v] 

^deponent a 1 a deponent verb 2 one who gives (written) evidence 
depopulate /^ee'popyoolayt/ vt to reduce greatly the population of vi 
to decrease in population [L depopulatus, pp of depopulari, fr de- + 
populari to ravage] - depopulator n, depopuladon /-1aysh(a)n/ n 
deport /di'pawt/ vt la to expd (e g an alien) legally from a country b 
to transport (c g a convicted criminal) to a penal colony or place of exile 
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2 to behave or conduct (oneselQ in a specified manner - fml [L deportare 
to carry away, fr dc- f portare to carry; (2) MF deporter, fr L deportare] 

- deportation /,deepaw'taysh(9)n/ n, deportee /.deepaw'tee/ n 
de'portment /-mant/ n \ Br the manner in which one stands, sits, or 

walks, posture 2 NAm behaviour, conduct 

depose /di'pohz/ w 1 to remove from a position of authonty (e g a 
throne) 2 to testify under oath or by affidavit ^ vi to bear witness [ME 
deposen, fr OF deposer, fr LL deponere (perf indic deposui), fr L, to put 
down; (2) ME deposen, fr ML deponere, fr LL] 

'deposit /di'pozit/ vt 1 to place, esp for safekeeping or as a pledge; esp 
to put in a bank 2a to lay down; place b to let fall (e g sediment) [L 
depositus, pp of deponere] - depofitor n 
’deposit tt 1 depositing or being deposited 2a money deposited in a bank 
b money given as a pledge or down payment 3 a depository 4 sthg laid 
down; esp (an accumulation oO matter deposited by a natural process 

GEOGRAPHY 

de'posit ac, count n, chiefly Br an account (e g in a bank) on which 
interest is usu payable and from which withdrawals can be made usu only 
by pnor arrangement - compare current account 
depositary /drpo7it(3)n/ n a person to whom sthg is entrusted 
deposition /,dep3'zish(3)n. ,dee-/ n 1 removal from a position of 
authonty 2 a (wntten and sworn) statement presented as evidence 3 an 
act or process of depositing - depositional adj 
depository /di'pozit(a)ri/ n 1 a depositary 2 a place where sthg is 
deposited, esp for safekeeping 

'depot /'depoh/ n la a place for the storage of military supplies b a place 
for the reception and training of military recruits; a regimental head- 
quarters Ista place i^or storing goods b a store, depository 3a Br an area 
(e g a garage) in which buses or trains are stored, esp for maintenance b 
NAm a railway station [F depot, fr ML depositum, fr L, neut of 
depositus] 

’depot adj, of a (dose of a) drug designed to act over a long period 
depreve /di'prayv/ vt to corrupt morally, pervert [ME depraven fr MF 
depraver, fr L depravare to pervert, fr de- + pravus crooked, had] ~ 
depravedly /-vidli/ adv, depraver n, depravation /.dcpra'vaysh(a)n/ n 
depravity /di'pravati/ n (an instance oO moral corruption [deprave * 

-MY] 

deprecate /'depnkayt/ vt to express disapproval of, esp mildly or 
regretfully [L deprecatus, pp of deprecan to avert by prayer, fr de- 4 
precan to pray - more at pray] - deprecatingly adv, deprecation 
/.dcpri'kaysh(3)n/ n 

deprecatory /'depnkayt(a)ri/ 1 apologetic 2 disapproving depre* 
catorily adv 

depreciate /di'prees(h)iayt/ vt 1 to lower the price or estimated value 
of 2 to belittle, disparage vi to lessen in value, fall [LL depretiatus, pp 
of depretiarc, fr L de- + pretium price - more at price] - depreciable 
/di'prcesh(i)3bl/ adj, depredator n, depreciative /-sh(i)ativ/, deprecia- 
tory /-si 3t(3)ri, -shi-/ adj, depreciation /de,precsi'aysh(3)n, -shi-/ n 
depredate /'depndayt/ vb to plunder, ravage [LL depraedatus, pp of 
depraedari, fr L de- i praedan to plunder - more at prey] ^ depredator 
n, depredatory /-t(a)n/ adj, depredation /,depn'daysh(a)n/ n 
depreaa /di'pres/ vt 1 to push or press down <'^ a typewriter keyy 2 
to lessen the activity or strength of 3 to sadden, dispint 4 to decrease the 
market value or marketability of [ME depressen, fr MF depresser, fr L 
depressus, pp of depnmere to press down, fr de- + premere to press - 
more at ’press] - depressingly adv 

dapreaaant /di'pre^ 3 )nt/ n sthg (e g a drug) that depresses fimetion or 
activity (^alcohol acts as a of the brainy - depressant adj 

de'preasad adj 1 low in spirits; sad 2 lowered or sunken, esp in the 
centre 3 suffering from economic depression <a ^ area} 
deprasaing /di'presing/ adj causing emotional depression <a ^ storyy 

- depressingly adv 

dapreaaion /di'presh( 9 )n/ n 1 the angular distance of a celestial body 
below the horizon 2a a pressing down; a lowering b (a mental disorder 
marked by inactivity, difficulty in thinking and concentration, and esp by) 
sadness or dejection c a loweriag of activity, vitality,t^ount, force, etc 

3 a depressed place or part; a hollow 4 ’low lb weather 5 a 
period of low general economic activity marked esp by rising levels of 
unemployment (depress -v -ion] 

'depresaivo /di'presiv/ atfi 1 tending to depress 2 of, characterized by, 
or liable to psychological depression - depresslvely adv 
’dapraaaiva n one who suffers from periods of psychological 
depression 

daprasaor /di'presa/ nit muscle that draws down a part - compare 


levator 2 a device for pressing a part down or aside [LL, fr L 
depressus] 

daprlvation /,depn'vaysh(9)n/ n 1 an act of depriving; a loss 2 being 
deprived; privation 

deprive /di'priev/ vt 1 to take sthg away from 2 to remove (eg a 
clergyman) from office 3 to withhold sthg from </ie threatened to ^ them 
of their nghtsy IJSE(IAJ) + ©/“[ME depnven, fr ML depnvare, fr L de- 
+ pnvare to depnve - more at private] 
de'prived adj lacking the necessities of life or a good environment 
(culturally — childreny 

depth /depth/ n la(l) a deep place in a body of water (found tn the s 
of the ocean} (2) a part that is far from the outside or surface (the ^ s 
of the woods} b(l) a profound or intense state (e g of thought or feeling) 
(the of despair} (2) the worst, most intensive, or severest part (the 
---s of winter} 2a the perpendicular measurement downwards from a 
surface b the distance from front to back 3 the quality of being deep 4 
the degree of intensity (^ of a colour} USE (/) often pi with sing, 
meaning [ME, prob fr dep deep] - In depth with great thoroughness 
(haven't studied it in depth) - out of one’s depth 1 in water that is deeper 
than one's height 2 beyond one's ability to understand 
‘depth ,bomb n depth charge 

‘depth .charge n an explosive projectile for use underwater, esp against 
submarines 

'depth psy.chology A the investigation of the unconscious, psychoanal- 
ysis 

deputation /,depyoo'taysh(3)n/ n sing or pi m constr a group of people 
appointed to represent others [depute -4 -ation] 

'depute /di'pyooht/ vt to delegate [ME deputen to appoint, fr MF 
deputer, fr LL deputare to assign, fr L. to consider (as), ft de- v putare 
to consider - more at pave] 

’depute n, Scot a deputy [ME. fr MF depute, depute, pp of deputer] 
deput ize, -tse /depyooitiez/ vi to act as a deputy for 
deputy /'dcpyooti/ n 1 a person (e g a second-in-command) appointed 
as a substitute with power to act for another 2 a member of the lower 
house of some legislative assemblies [ME, fr MF depute, pp of 
deputer] 

derail /.dee'rayl/ vt to cause (e g a tram) to leave the rails - vi to be 
derailed [F derailler, fr de- de- -4 rail, ft E] - derailment n 
derange /di'raynj/ vt to disturb the operation or functions of [F 
deranger, fr OF desrengier, fr de- f reng place - more at ’rank] - 
derangement n 
de'ranged adj mad, insane 

derby / Jahbi/ n 1 cap a flat race for 3-ycar-old horses over 1 V4mi (about 
2.9kmj held annually at Epsom in England 2 a usu informal race or 
contest for a specified category of contestant (a donkey > 3 a sporting 
match against a major local rival 4 chiefly NAm ’bowler [^ward 
Stanley, 12th Earl of Derby tl834] 

'derelict /'deralikt/ adj 1 left to decay 2 chiefly NAm lacking a sense 
of duty; negligent [L derelictus, pp of dereUnquere to abandon, fr de- ^ 
rehnquere to leave - more at relinquish] 

’derelict n 1 sthg voluntanly abandoned; specif a ship abandoned on the 
high seas 2 a down-and-out 

dereliction /.dera'liksh(9)n/ n 1 (intentional) abandonment or being 
abandoned 2 a recession of water leaving permanently dry land 3a 
conscious neglect ('^ of duty} b a fault, shortcoming 
dereprets /.deen'prcs/ vr to activate (a gene) by releasing from a 
blocked state - dertpression /,deeri'presh(3)n/ n 
derestrict /.deeri'strikt/ vt to cancel or remove a restriction, esp a speed 
limit, from - dcristrictlon /,deeri'striksh(9)n/ n 
deride /di'ried/ vt to mock, scorn [L deridere, fr de- 4 ridere to laugh 
- more at ridiculous] 

de rigueur /da ri'guh {Fr da rigoexr)/ adj required by fashion, etiqoettq, 
or custom [F, compulsory, lit., of stnetness] , ^ 

derision /di'rizh(a)n/ n deriding or being derided [ME, fr MF, frllL 
derision-, derisio, fr L derisus, pp of dervdere] 
derisive /di'riesiv, -ziv/ adj showing derision; mocking, scornful - 
derisively adv 

derisory /di'nez(a)ri/ adj 1 derisive 2 worthy of derision; ridiculous; 
specif contemptibly small <a ~ pay offer} 

derivation /.den'vaysh(a)n/ n la the formation of a word from another 
word or root, esp with an affix b an act of tracing or stating the derivation 
of a word c etymology 1 2a the source, origin b descent (a fkmily of 
Scottish ^>3 derivative 2 4 an act of deriving - derivational at^j 
'derivative /di'nvdtiv/id> 1 formed by derivation 2 made up of derived 
elements; not original - derivatively adv 
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’derivative ala word formed by denvation 2 sthg derived 3 the limit 
of the ratio of the change in a function to the corresponding change in 
its independent variable as the latter change approaches zero 4 a chemical 
related structurally to and (theoretically) derivable from another 
derive /di'riev/ vt la to obtain or receive, esp from a specified source b 
to obtain (a chemical) from a parent substance 2 to infer, deduce 3a to 
trace the derivation of b to form by denvation ^ vi to come as a denvative 
from [ME denven, fr MF deriver, fr L derivare, fr de- + rivus stream - 
more at rise] - derivable a(^ 

derm /duhm/ n 1 the dermis 2 skin 2a [NL derma &. dermis] 
derm*, derma*, dermo- comb form dermat- <dermay> [NL. fr Gk derm-, 
dermo-, fr derma, fr deretn to skin - more at ^tfar] 

•derm /-duhm/ comb form (- n) skin; layer <ecfoderm> (pacAyderm)^ 
[prob fr F -derme, fr Gk derma] 
derme /dubma/ a the dermis [NL, fr Gk] 

-derme /-duhma/ comb form ( n), pi -dermas, -dermata /-duhmahta/ 
skin; skin ailment <sc/ercxlerma> [NL. fr Gk dermat-, derma skin] - 
dennatoiia comb form {-* adj) 

dermat* /duhmat-/, dermato* comb form skin <der' 
matif/s) <dermato/ogy> [Gk, fr dermat-, derma] 
dermatitis /.duhma'tietas/ n a disease or inflammation of the skin 
[NL] 

dermatology /.duhma'tobji/ n a branch of medicine dealing with 
(diseases of) the skin - dermatologist /-‘tobjist/ n, dermatologic 
/-talojik/, dermatological adj ^ 

dermis /'duhmis/ n (the sensitive vascular inner layer oO the skin 
NERVE [NL. fr LL -dermis] - dermal adj 
-dermis /-duhmis/ comb form (-a) layer of skin or tissue <ep/dermis> 
[LL. fr Gk, fr Jenna] 

dernier cri /.deanyay 'kree (Frdcmje kri)/ n the newest fashion [F. lit . 
last cry] 

derogate /deragayt/ vb [LL derogatus, pp of derogare, fr L. to annul 
(a law), detract, fr de- + rogare to ask, propose (a law) - more at 'right] 
derogation /,der9'gaysh(9)n/ n, derogative /di'rogativ/ adj ~ derogate 
from to impair by taking away a part, detract from - fml 
derogatory /di'rogdt(9)Ti/ adj expressing a low opinion, disparaging - 
derogatorily /di'rog9t(d)r9li/ adv 

derrick /derik/ ala hoisting apparatus employing a tackle rigged at 
the end of a beam 2 a framework over an oil well or similar hole, for 
supponing dnlling tackle "3^ energy [ 9 bs demck (hangman, gal- 
lows), fr Denck, surname of 17th-c E hangman] 
derriere, derriere /'den-ea/ n the buttocks - euph or humor [F derate, 
fr derriere, adj, hinder, fr OF deriere, adv, behind, fr L de retro, fr de from 
+ retro back - more at de-, retro-] 
derring-do /«dering 'dooh/ a danng action (^deeds of [alter of ME 
dorring don daring to do, fr dornng (gerund of dorren to dare) + don 
to do] 

derringer /’dcrinja/ n a short-barrelled pistol of Urge calibre [Henry 
Deringer tl868 US inventor] 

derris /'dens/ a (an insecticidal extract oQ any of a genus of tropical 
leguminous shrubs and climbing plants [NL, genus name, fr Gk. skin, fr 
derein to skin - more at ^ear] 

derv /duhv/ a fuel oil for diesel engines [diesel-engined road vehicle] 
dervish /'duhvish/ n a member of a Muslim religious order noted for 
devotional exercises (e g bodily movements leading to a trance) [Turk 
dervif, lit., beggar, fr Per darvesh] 

desellnate /.dee'salinayt/ vt to remove salt from (esp sea water) ~ 
desalinator n, desalination /,dee8ah'naysh(9)n/ a 
desalt /.dee'sawlt/ vt to desalinate - desalter a 
'descant /deSikant/ o a counterpoint superimposed on a simple melody 
and usu sung by some or all of the sopranos [ME dyscant, fr ONF & ML. 
^ pNF descant, fr ML discantus, fr L dis- + cantus song - more at 
* ' chant] 

’descant /des'kant, dis-/ vi 1 to sing or play a descant 2 to talk or wnte 
at considerable length on or upon 

descant recorder n, chiefly Br the member of the recorder family with 
the highest range 

descend /di'send/ vi 1 to pass from a higher to a lower level 2 to pass 
from the general to the particular 3 to pass by inheritance 4 to incline, 
lead, or extend downwa^s <die road - s fo the rivery 5n to come down 
or make a sudden attack - usu + on or upon b to make a sudden 
disconcerting visit or appearance > usu -e on or upon-, chiefly humor 6 
to proceed from higher to lower in a sequence or gradation 7 to sink in 
itatas or dignity; stoop vt to pass, move, or extend doipn or down along 


</ie ^cd the stepsj [ME descenden, fr OF descendre, fr L descendere, 
fr de- + scandere to climb - more at scan] 

descendant, NAm also descendent /drsend(9)nt/ n sby or sthg 
descended or denving from another [MF & L, MF descendant, fr L 
descendent-, descendens, prp of descendere] 
de'seended adj having as an ancestor, sprung from 
descendeur /.deson'duh/ n any of several devices allowing a controlled 
descent of a rope in abseiling [F, fr descendre] 
descent /di'sent/ n 1 the act or process of descending 2 a downward 
step (e g in status or value) 3a denvation from an ancestor; birth, Imeage 
b transmission of an estate by inhentance c a transmission from a usu 
earlier source; a denvation 4a a downward inclination, a slope b a 
descending way (e g a staircase) 5 a sudden hostile raid or attack [ME, 
fr MF descente, fr descendre] 

describe /di'skneb/ vt 1 to give an account of in words 2 to trace the 
outline of [L describere, fr de- 4 senbere to wnte - more at 'scribe] - 

deacribable adj 

description /di‘skrip$h(9)n/ n 1 an account intended to convey a 
mental image of sthg cxpencnced 2 kind, sort </xropye o/every ^ > [ME 
descnpcioun, fr MF &. L, MF description, fr L descnption-, descriptio, 
fr desenptus, pp of desenbere] 

descriptive /di'sknptiv/ adj 1 serving to describe, esp vividly 2 of a 
modifier expressing the quality, kind, or condition of what is denoted by 
the modified term, not limiting or demonstrative (e g hot in ‘hot water’) 
- descriptively adv 

descry /di'skne/ vt to notice or see, esp at a distance - fml [ME desenen, 
fr OF datcrier to proclaim, decry] 

desecrate /'desikrayt/ vt to violate the sanctity of; profane [de- * 
-secrate (as in consecrate)] - desecrator n, desecration /.desi- 
‘kraysh(3)n/ n 

desegregate /.dee'segngayt/ vt to eliminate (racial) segregation in - 
desegregation /-'gaysh(9)n/ n 

desensit ize, -ise /.dee'sensatie?/ vt 1 to make (sby previously sensitive) 
insensitive or nonreactivc to a sensiti/ing agent 2 to make (a photographic 
material) less sensitive or completely insensitive to radiation - desensi- 
tizer n, desensitization /-'7.aysh(d)n/ n 
'desert /dezst/ n 1 (a desolate region likg) a dry barren region incapable 
of supporting much life pi ani 2 an area or place that is depnved 
of or devoid of sthg important (a cultural - > [ME, fr OF, fr LL 
desertum, fr L, neut of desertus, pp of deserere to desert, fr de- + serere 
to join together - more at series] - desertic /-tik/ adj 
’desert /di'zuht/ n deserved reward or punishment - usu pi with sing 
meaning (got her just ^s> [ME deserte, fr OF, fr fern of desert, pp of 
deservir to deserve] 

’desert /di'zuht/ vt 1 to leave, usu without intending to return 2a to 
abandon or forsake, esp in time of need b to abandon (military service) 
without leave — vt to quit one’s post, (military) service, etc without leave 
or justification [F d6xrter, fr LL desertare, fr desertus] - deserter n 
Desert /'dezat/ trademark ~ used for an ankle-high laced suede boot with 
a rubber sole 

desertion /di'zuhsh(3)n/ n the abandonment of a post or relationship 
and the moral and legal obligations attached to it (sued for divorce on 
grounds of ['de.sfrt + -ion] 

deserve /di'zuhv/ vb to be worthy of or suitable for (some recompense 
or treatment) [ME deserven, fr OF deservir, fr L deservire to serve 
zealously, fr de- 4 servire to serve] ~ deservedly /-vidli/ adv 
deserving /di'zuhving/ adj meriting (fbiancial) aid 
desex /.dee'seks/ vt 1 to castrate, spay 2 to de.sexualize 
desexuel-ize, *lse /.dee'seksyoo(9)liez, •Shsliez/ vt to depnve of sexual- 
ity, sexual power, or the qualities appropnate to one or other sex - 
desexuallzation /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

deshabille /.dayza*^!, dis-/, d4shabil|6 /.dayza'bee.ay/ n the state of 
being only partially or carelessly dressed [F deshabillS, fr pp of 
dishabiller to undress, fr des dis- + habtiler to dress, fr bille log - more 
at 'billet] 

desiccate /'dcsikayt/ vt 1 to dry up t to preserve (a food) by drying 
to dehydrate [L desiccatus, pp of desiccare to dry up, fr de- 4- siccare to 
drj^ fr siccus dry] - desiccant n, desiccator n, desiccative /-.kaytiv/ adj, 
desiitstion /.de8i'kaysh(a)n/ n 

desideratum /dUida'raytam, -'rah-/ n, pi desiderata /-ta/ sthg desired 
as necesiiaiy - fml [L, neut of desideratus, pp of desiderare to desire] 
'design /di'zien/ vt la to conceive and plan out in the mind b to devise 
for a specific function or end 2a to draw the plans for b to create or 
execute according to a plan; devise ^ vi 1 to conceive or execute a plan 
2 to draw, lay out, or prepare a design [MF designer, fr L designate, fr 
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dtf- + signut to mark, mark out - more at ^sion] - dealgncr n, dctignedly 
/-nidli/ adv 

*dMign n 1 a mental plan or scheme 2a a particular purpose held in view 
b deliberate purposef^ul planning <^more by accident than by ^ pi 
dishonest, hostile, or acquisitive intent - + on A (the act of producing) 
a drawing, plan, or pattern showing the details of how sthg is to be 
constructed 5 the arrangement of the elements of a work of art or artefact 
6 a decorative pattern 

'designate /'dezignat, -nayt/ adj chosen for an office but not yet installed 
(^ambassador > [L designatus, pp of designare] 

‘designate /'dezignayt/ vt 1 to indicate; point out 2 to call by a 
distinctive name or title 3 to nominate for a specified purpose, office, or 
duty - designator n, designatory /,dezig'nayt(a)n/ adj 
designation /.dezig'naysh(a)n/ n 1 the act of indicating or identifying 

2 a distinguishing name or title 3 appointment to an ofhee, post, or 
service 

designing /di'ziemng/ adj crafty, scheming 
desirable /di'zie-arabl/ adj 1 causing (sexual) desire; attractive 2 worth 
seeking or doing as advantageous, beneficial, or wise - desirableness n. 
desirably adv, desirability /di.zie-ara'bilati/ n 
'desire /di'zie-a/ vt 1 to long or hope for 2 to express a wish for; request 

3 to wish to have sexual relations with [ME desiren, fr OF desirer, fr L 
desiderare, ft de- ^ sider-, sidus star] 

‘desire fl 1 a conscious impulse towards an object or experience promising 
enjoyment or satisfaction 2 a (sexual) longing or craving 3 a formal 
request or petition 4 sthg desired 
desirous /di'zie-aras/ adj eagerly wanting, desmng - fml 
desist /di';^ist^ I', to cease to proceed or act - fml [MF desister, fr L 
desistere, fr de- + sistere to stand, stop; akin to L stare to stand] - 
desiatance n 

desk /desk/ n la a table with a sloping or honzontal surface and often 
drawers and compartments, that is designed esp for wnting and reading 
b a church lectern c a table, counter, or booth at which cashiers, clerks, 
etc work d a music stand 2 a division of an organization specializing in 
a usu specified phase of activity [ME deske, fr ML desca, modif of Olt 
desco table, fr L discus dish, disc - more at dish] 
desk resesrch n research conducted by examining existing dau (e g 
published statistics) 

desm* /desm-/, deamo- comb form bond; ligament [NL, fr Gk, fr 
desmoSf fr dein to bind - more at diadem] 

desmsn /'desman/ n, pi desnana any of several aquatic insect-eating 
mammals resembling moles CF endangered [short for Sw desmans- 
ritta, fr desman musk + ritta rat] 

'desolate /'dezalat/ adj 1 deserted, uninhabited 2 forsaken, forlorn 3 
barren, lifeless (a landscapej [ME desolat, fr L desolatus, pp of 
desoiare to abandon, fr de- + solus alone] - desolately adv, desolate- 
nesa n 

‘desolate /'dezalayt/ vt 1 to deprive of inhabitants 2 to lay waste - 
desolator /-.layta/ n 

desolation /.deza'laysh(a)n/ n 1 devastation, rum 2 a barren wasteland 
3 misery, wretchedness [desolate ^ -ion] 

desorb /.dee'sawb/ vt to free from an absorbed or adsorbed state ~ 
desorption /-'sawpsh(a)n/ 
desoxy- /desoksi-/ comb form deoxy- 

'despair /di'spea/ v; to lose all hope or confidence (‘^ of winning} [ME 
despeiren, fr MF desperer, fr L desperare, fr de- ^ sperare to hope; akin 
to L apes hope - more at speed] > despairingly adv 
‘despair n 1 utter loss of hope 2 a cause of hopelessness (that child is 
the - of his parents} 

despatch /di'spach/ vb or n (to) dispatch 

desperado /.dapa'rahdoh/ n, pi desperadoes, desperados a bold, reck- 
less, or violent person, esp a criminal [prob alter, of obs desperate 
(desperado), fr desperate, adj] 

desperate /'de8p(a)rat/ adj 1 being (almost) beyond hope 2a reckless 
because of despair b undertaken as a last resort <« ^ remedy} 3 suffering 
extreme need or anxiety ('^ for money} 4 fraught with extreme danger 
or impending disaster [L despentus, pp of desperare] - desperately adv, 
desperatenesB n 

dasparation /.desp9'raysh(a)n/ n 1 loss of hope and surrender to 
despair 2 extreme recklessness caused by hopelessness 
dasplcabla /di'spikabl/ atjj morally contemptible [LL despicabilis, fr L 
despicari to despise] - desplcablencn n, despicably adv 
daapiaa /di'spi^ vr 1 to regard with contempt or distaste 2 to reg^ 
as negligible or worthless [ME despaen, fr OF despis-, stem of despite, 
fr L despicae, fr de- ^ speoere to look - more at spy] - despiser n 


daapita /di'spiet/ prep notwithstanding; in spite of (ran herityury} 
[short for in despite of; despite, n (contempt, defiance), fr ME. fr OF 
despit, fr L despectua, fr despectus, pp of despicere] 
daapoil /di'spoyl/ vt to plunder, pillage [ME despoylen, fr OF despoil- 
her, fr L despoliare, fr de- + spoliate to strip, rob - more at ’spoil] - 
despoiler n, dcapoilment n 

daapollation /di.spohli'aysh(a)n/ n plundering or being plundered [LL 
despoliation-, despoliatio, fr despoliatus, pp of deapoUare] 
daapond /di'spond/ n despondency [despond (to become discouraged), 
fr L despondere, fr de- + spondere to promise solemnly - more at 
spouse] 

deapondancy /di'spondansi/ n dejection, depression [despondent 
+ -cy] 

daspondant /drspond(a)nt/ adj feeling extreme discouragement or 
dejection [L despondent-, despondens, prp of despond^] - dcapoadeady 
adv 

daspot /'despot/ n 1 a ruler with absolute power 2 a person exercising 
power abusively or tyrannically [MF despote, fr Gk despota; akin to Skt 
dampati lord of the house; both fr a prehistonc IE compound whose 
constituents are akin to L domus house and to L potis able - more at 
timber, potent] - despotic /di'spotik/ adj, despotkally adv 
daapotiam /'desp».tiz(d)m/ n 1 rule by a despot; absolutism 2 despotic 
exercise of power 

daaquamata /'deskwa.mayt/ vi to peel off in scales [L desquamatus, pp 
of desquamate, fr de- + squama scale] - desqaanatfoa 
/,dcskw3'maysh(9)n/ n 

daaaart /di'zuht/ n a usu sweet course or dish served at the end of a meal 
[MF, fr desservir to clear the table, fr des- de- + servir to serve, fr L 
servire] 

das'aartapoon /-.spoohn/ n 1 a spoon intermediate in size between a 
teaspoon and a tablespoon and used for eating dessert 2 a dessertspoon- 
ful 

des'sertapoonful /'f(a)l/ n 1 as much as a dessertspoon can hold 2 
a unit of measure equal to about 8.9cm* (about 2Vi fluid drachms) 

UNIT 

detswrt wine n a usu sweet wine often served with dessert 
destalin ize, -ise /.dee'stahliniez, -stal-/ vi to dismantle the system 
associated with Stalin and his rule [Joseph Stahn tl9S3 Russ political 
leader] - dcstalinlxation /-'zayshfa)!!/ n 
deetination /,desti'naysh(9)n/ n a place which is set for the end of a 
journey or to which sthg is sent [destine + -ation] 
deatina /'destin/ vr 1 to designate or dedicate in advance 2 to direct or 
set apart for a specified purpose or goal (freight for English ports} 
USE usu pass [ME desUnen, fr OF desUner, fr L destinare, frde-^ 
-stinare (akin to L stare to stand) - more at stand] 
destiny /’destini/ n 1 the power or agency held to determine the course 
of events 2 sthg to which a person or thing is destined; fortune 3 a 
predetermined course of events [ME destinee, fr MF, fr fern of desUtii, 
pp of destiner] 

destitute /'destityooht/ adj 1 lacking sthg necessary or desirable ~ -v of 
(a heart ^ of feeling} 2 lacking the basic necessities of life; extremely 
poor [ME, fr L destitutus, pp of destituere to abandon, deprive, fr de- -f 
statuere to set up - more at statute] ~ dcsdtntioa /-'tyoohsli(a)n/ n 
destrier /'destri-a/ n, archaic a war-horse, charger [ME, fr OF. fr desire 
nght hand, fr L dextra, fr fern of dexter] 
destroy /di'stroy/ vt 1 to demolish, nun 2s to put an end to; kill b to 
make ineflective; neutralize [ME destroyen, fr OF destruire, fr (assumed) 
VL destnigere, alter, of L destruere, fr de- + struere to build - more at 
structure] 

destroyer /di'stroya/ n a fast multi-purpose warship smaller iKm a 
cruiser [destroy + *-er] 

'destruct /di'strukt/ vt, NAm to destroy [back-formation fr 
> destructible adj, destmedbUity /-ta'bibti/ n 
‘destruct n the deliberate destruction of a device (e g a rocket) 
destruction /di'struksh(a)n/ n 1 destroying or being destroyed 2 a 
cause of ruin or downfall [ME destniccioun, fr MF destrvctioo, fr L 
destruction-, destructio, fr destructus, pp of destruere] 
destructive /di'^stniktiv/ adj 1 causing destruction 2 designed or 
tending to destroy; negative criticism} - dastrscdnly adv, dcstrsc* 
tiveaeas n, destructivlty /.deestruktivaci/ n 

destructor /di'stnikta/ n an incinerator for refine [destruct 
+ ‘-or] 

desuetude /'deswityoohd, di'syooh-i,tyoohd/ o discontinuaiice from 
use; disuse - fml [F or L; F dauelude, fr L desuetudo, fr detSerin, pp 
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of desuesccft to become unaccustomed, fr de- ^ suescere to become 
accustomed; akin to L stu of oneself - more at suicidf] 
desultory /'dcsalt(»)ri, 'dez-/ Mdj passing aimlessly from one subject or 
activity to another (L desuhorius, fr desultus, pp of desihrt to leap down, 
fr de- 4 sahre to leap - more at ^ally] - itoltorily adv, dMultori* 

detech /di'tach/ n 1 to separate, esp from a larger mass and usu without 
causing damage 2 to separate from a parent organization for a special 
purpose a ship from the fleets (F detacher, fr OF destachier, fr des- 
de- 4- -tachter (as in atachier to attach)] - detachable adj, detachably adv, 
detachabfUty /dMacha'bibti/ a 

detached adj 1 standing by itself; specif not shanng any wall with 
another building 2 free from prejudice or emotional involvement, aloof 

- dctachedly adv 

detachment /-m»nt/ n 1 a detaching, separation 2 sing or pi in constr 
a body of troops, ships, etc separated from the main body for a special 
mission 3 freedom from bias 

'detail /'dee.tayl/ n 1 extended treatment of or attention to particular 
items 2a a small and subordinate part; specif part of a work of art 
considered or reproduced in isolation b a part considered separately from 
the whole c an individual relevant part or fact - usu pi <caii you let me 
have the -^s by tonight^ 3a sing or pi in ctmstr a small military 
detachment selected for a particular task b the task to be performed by 
a military detail [F ditail, fr OF detail slice, piece, fr detaillier to cut in 
pieces, fr de- + taiUier to cut - more at tailor] > in detail item by item, 
thoroughly 

^detail V/ 1 to report in detail 2 to assign to a particular task or place 
'detailed adj marked by abundant detail or thorough treatment 
datain /di'tayn/ W 1 to hold or retain (as iQ m custody < ed m hospital 
overnight^ 2 to delay; hold back 1 [ME deteynen, fr MF detenir, fr L 
detinere, fr de- f tenere to hold - more at thin] 
datainaa Adeetay'nee/ n a person held in custody, esp for political 
reasons 

datainar /di'tayna/ n 1 the withholding from the nghtful owner of sthg 
which has lawfully come into the possession of the holder 2 (a wnt 
authorizing) detention in custody [AF detener, fr detener to detain, fr L 
detinere] 

datact /di'tekt/ vr to discover the existence or presence of [ME detecten, 
ft L detectus, pp of detegere to uncover, detect, fr de- ^ tegere to cover 

- more at thatch] > detectable adj, detection /di'teksh(a)n/ n, detectabil- 
ity /di.tekta'bibti/ n 

'datactiva /di'tektiv/ adj 1 used in detecting sthg 2 of detectives or their 
work <a ~ /iove/> 

Hiatactiva n a policeman or other person engaged in investigating enmes, 
detecting lawbreakers, or getting information that is not readily access- 
ible 

datactor /diHekta/ n an electrical circuit for separating an (audio) signal 
from a (radio) carrier [detect + '-or] 

datant /di'tent/ n a device that locks or unlocks one mechanical part in 
relation to another, esp in a clock [F detente, fr MF destente, fr destendre 
to slacken, fr OF, fir des- de- + tendre to stretch, fr L tendere - more at 
thin] 

ddtanta, detente /day'tonht/ n a relaxation of strained relations (e g 
between ideologically opposed nations) [F] 

datantion /di'tensh(a)n/ n 1 detaining or being detained, esp in custody 
2 chiefly Br the keeping in of a pupil after school hours as a pun^ment 
[MF or LL; MF, fr LL detention-, detentio, fr L detentus, pp of detinere 
to detain] 

datantion .cantra n, Br an institution for the detention of young 
offenders for short periods 

r 'datar /di'tuh/ vt -rr- to discourage or prevent from acting [L deterrere, 
de- -t- terrert to frighten - more at terror] - determeat n, dcterable 
adj 

dataroant /di'tuhj(a)nt/ n a cleansing agent; specif any of various 
syndietic (water-soluble) compounds that are chemically different from 
soaps and are able to keep oiK dirt, etc in suspension and act as wetting 
agents [F or L; F ditergent, fr L detergent-, detergens, prp of detergere 
to wipe off, cleanse, fr de from, away 4 tergere to wipe off > more at 
terse] 

datariorata /di'tbri-a^rayt/ vb to grow or make or worse [LL deterio- 
ratua, pp of deteriorare, ft* L deterior worse, fr de- 4 -ter (suffix as in L 
uter which of two) 4 -ior (compar suffix) - more at whether, '-er] - 
• delMflartlin /-ri-aiativ/ adj, deterioratfoa /di,ti9ri-a'raysh(d)n/ n 
datarininabla /di'tuhmindbl/ adj 1 capable of being ti^ermined, defi- 


nitely ascertained, or decided upon 2 liable to be terminated - determin- 
ably adv 

datarminant /di'tuhmmant/ n 1 sthg that determines, fixes, or condi- 
tions 2 an array of symbols or numbers written in the form of a square 
matrix bordered on either side by a vertical line; also a value assigned to 
a determinant obtained by manipulating its elements according to a 
certain rule 3 a gene 

datarminata /di'tuhmmat/ adj 1 fixed, established 2 conclusively 
determined; definitive [ME, fr L determinatus, pp of determmare] - 
determinately adv, determinateness n, determlnacy /-nasi/ n 
datarmination /di,tuhmrnaysh(a)n/ n 1 a judicial decision settling a 
controversy 2a firm intention b the ability to make and act on firm 
decisions; resoluteness 

datarminativa /di'tuhminativ/ n or adj (sthg) serving to determine - 
determinatively adv 

datarmina /di'tuhmm/ vt la to fix conclusively or authontatively b to 
settle, decide the rights and wrongs of a case) 2a to fix beforehand 
b to regulate (demand ^s the pncey 3a to ascertain the intent, nature, 
or scope of b to set an end to an estate^ —vi 1 to come to a decision 
2 to come to an end or become void [ME determinen, fr MF determiner, 
fr L determmare, fr de- 4 terminare to limit, fr terminus boundary, limit 
* more at term] 

da'tarminad adj 1 decided, resolved <was ~ to learn to dnvey 2 firm, 
resolute <a very ^ woman') - determinedly adv, determinedneas n 
datarminar /drtuhmma/ n a word that limits the meaning of a noun and 
comes before a descriptive adjective modifying the same noun (e g his in 
‘his new car’) [determine *-erJ 

datarminism /di'tuhmi,niz(a)m/ /i 1 a doctnne that all phenomena arc 
determined by preceding occurrences; esp the doctrine that ail human 
acts, choices, etc are causally determined and that free will is illusory 2 
a belief in predestination -- determinist n or adj, deterministic 
/di.tuhmi'nistik/ adj, determinlsticaliy adv 
'datarrant /di'leront/ adj serving to deter [L deterrent-, deterrens, prp 
of deterrere to deter] - deterrence n, deterrently adv 
’datarrant n sthg that deters, esp a (nuclear) weapon that is held in 
readiness by one nation or alliance in order to deter another from 
attacking 

datast /di'test/ vt to feel intense dislike for, loathe [ME detesten, fr L 
detestan, lit , to curse while calling a deity to witness, fr de- f testan to 
call to witness - more at testament] - detestable adj, detestably adv 
dataatatlon /,decte'staysh(9)n/ n extreme dislike; abhorrence 
dethrona /.dee'throhn/ vt depose 1 - dethronement n 
datinua /'detinyooh/ n (a common-law action against) the unlawful 
detention of a piece of personal property [ME detenewe, fr MF detenue 
detention, fr fern of detenu, pp of detenir to detain] 
datonata /'detanayt/ vb to (cause to) explode with sudden violence 
an atom bomb) - compare defi agratf [L detonatus, pp of detonare to 
thunder down, fr de- 4 tonare to thunder - more at thunder] - 
detonatable adj, detonative /-.naytiv, -nativ/ adj 
datonation /,det9'naysh(9)n/ n 1 the action or process of detonating 2 
premature combustion in an internal-combustion engine that results in 
knocking 

detonator /'detanayta/ n 1 a device used for detonating a high explosive 
2 a device, clipped on to a railway line, that detonates as a train passes 
to warn of esp fog or emergency 

'datour /'dee,tooa/ n a deviation from a coursd or procedure; specif a way 
that is an alternative to a shorter or planned route [F d6tour, fr OF destor, 
fr destomer to divert, fr des- de- 4 tomer tb turn - more at 'turn] 
*datOur vt to make a detour vt to send by a roundabout route 
datoxicata /.dee'toksikayt/ vt to detoxify |de- 4 L toxicum poison - 
more at toxic] > detoxicant n, detoxication /di.toksrkaysh(a)fi/ n 
datoxif y /.dee'toksifie/ vt to remove a poison or toxin from - detoxiflea- 
tion /di,toksiri'kaysh(a)n/ n 

datract /di'trakt/ vi to take away sthg desirable - usu 4 from [ME 
detracten, fr L detractus, pp of detrahere to withdraw, disparage, fr de- 
4 trahere to draw - more at draw] 

datraction /di'traksh(a)n/ n belittling, dieparagement - detractive 
atfj 

datractar /di'trakta/ n one who denigrates sby or his/her ideas or beliefs 
(her '-s were more vociferous than her followers') 
datrain /.dee'trayn/ vb to alight or remove from a railway train - 
detrainment n 

datrimant /'detrimant/ n (a cause oO injury or damage [ME, fr MF or 
L; MF, fr L detrimentum, fr deterere to wear away, impair, fir de- 4 terere 
to rub - more at throw) 
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detrimental /.detn'mentl/ adj harmful, damaging - detrimenUlly 
adv 

detrition /di'tnsh(3)n/ n a wearing away, esp by rubbing [ML detnUon-, 
detritio, fr L detritus] 

detritus /drtnetas/ n, pi deCiitoa /^/ 1 loose matenaJ (eg rock 
fragments or organic particles) produced by disintegration 2 debns 
caused by disintegration [F detritus, fr L detritus, pp of detererc] - 
detrital /di'tnetl/ adj 

de trop /da'troh {Fr da tro)/ adj not wanted or needed, 
superfluous [F] 

Dettol /'detl/ trademark - used for a disinfectant containing chlorinated 
phenols 

detumescence /.deetyooh'mes(3)ns/ n subsidence or diminution of 
swelling - detunescent adj 

deuce /dyoohs/ a 1 a playing card or the face of a dice representuig the 
number 2 2 a tie in a game (e g tennis) after which a side must score 2 
consecutive clear points to win 3a the devil, the dickens - formerly used 
as an integection or intensive b sthg very bad or remarkable of its kind 
(ji of a mess') [MF deus two, fr L duos, acc masc of duo two, (3) prob 
fr LG duus deuce (the worst throw at dice; hence, exclamation of dismay) 

- more at two] 

deuced /dyoohst, 'dyoohsid/ adj damned, confounded - deuced, 
deucedly /dyoohst, 'dyoohsidli/ adv 

deus ex machine /dayas eks ‘makina/ n sby or sthg (e g in fiction or 
drama) that appears or is introduced suddenly and unexpectedly and 
provides a contnved solution to an apparently insoluble difficulty [NL. 
a god from a machine, trans of Gk theos ek mechanes] 
deuter- /dyoOiw /, deutero- comb form deutenum; containing deutenum 
<deuterareid> <deutcrQa/icancs> [ISV] 
deuterate /'dyoohta.rayt/ vt to introduce deutenum into (a compound) 

- deuteration /-'raysh(a)n/ n 

deuterium /dyooh'tian*am/ n the hydrogen isotope that is twice the 
mass of ordinary hydrogen [NL. fr Gk deuteros second] 
Deuteronomy /.dyoohta'ronami/ n the fifth book of the Old Testament 
containing Mosaic laws and narrative [ME Deutronomie, fr LL Deuter 
onomium, fr Gk Deuteronomion, fr deuteros + nomos law - more at 
nimble] 

deutoplasm /'dyoohtoh,plaz(3)m/ n the nonliving nutntive matenal in 
the substance of a cell; esp the yolk or food reserves of an egg [ISV, fr 
deuto- secondary (denv of Gk deuteros) f plasm] - deutoplasmic 
/.dyoohtoh'plazmik/ adj 

Deutsche Mark /'doych .rnahk {Ger doit/a mark)/ n Germany 
(Federal Republic) at nationality [G, German mark] 
deutzia /'dyoohtsi-a, 'doytsi-a/ n any of a genus of the saxifrage family 
of ornamental shrubs with white or pink flowen [NL, fr Jean Deutz 
tl784? D patron of botanical research] 
devaluation /,dee,valyoo'aysh(3)n/ n 1 a reduction in the exchange 
value of a currency 2 a lessening, esp of status or stature 
devalue /.dee'valyooh/, devaluate /dec'valyoo.ayt/ vt 1 to reduce the 
exchange value of (money) 2 to lessen the value or reputation of ^ vi to 
institute devaluation 

Devanagarl /.dayva'nahgan/ n an alpha^t used for wnting Sansknt 
and vanous modem languages of India alphabei [Skt devanagan, 
fr deva divine f nagan senpt of the city; akin to L divus divine > more 
at deii'y] 

devastate /'devastayt/ vt 1 to reduce to rum; lay waste 2 to have a 
shattenng effect on; overwhelm <a devastating attack on his work} [L 
devastatus, pp of devastate, fr de- + vastare to lay waste - snore at waste] 

- dcvaatatinsly adv, devaatator n, devaatatloa /•'staysh(9)n/ n 
develop /di'vebp/ vt la to unfold gradually or in detail; expound b to 

show signs of an i//ness> c to subject (exposed photograph material) 
esp to chemicals, in order to produce a visible image; also to make visible 
by such a method d to elaborate by the unfolding of a musical idea and 
by the working out of rhythmic and harmonic changes in the theme 2 to 
bring out the possibilities of 3a to promote the growth of <^ed her 
muscles} b to make more available or usable < its resources} c to build 
on or change the use of (a trset of land) d to move (a chess piece) to a 
position providing more opportunity for effective use 4 to cause to grow, 
mature, or increase 5 to acquire gradually a taste for good wine} ^ vi 
la to go through a process of natural growth, differentiation, or evolution 
by successive changes b to evolve; broadly to grow 2 to become gradually 
visible or apparent 3 to develop one’s pieces in chess [F d6velopper, fr 
OF desvoloper, fr des- de- + vohper to wrap] > developable adj 
dp'vpioppd adj having achieved a high economic level of industnal 
production and a high standard of living nation} 


doveloper /di'vebpa/ n 1 a chemical used to develop exposed photo- 
graphic materials 2 a person who develops real esute, esp sby who 
improves and subdivides land and builds and sells houses on it [develop 

f *“ER] 

developing /diVebping/ adj underdeveloped 2 
development /-mmt/ n 1 the act, process, or result of dcvclopmg 2 
being developed > developmental /di,vebp'mentl/ adj, developmcatally 
adv 

development .area n, Br an area of high unemployment where 
government encouragement is given to new industries 
'deviant /*deevi 9nt/ adj 1 deviating, esp from a norm 2 characterized 
by deviation - deviance, deviancy n 
^deviant o a person whose behaviour differs markedly from the norm 
'deviate /'deevi.ayt/ vt to stray, esp from a topic, principle, or accepted 
norm or from a straight course [LL deviatus, pp of deviate, fr L de- ■«- 
via way - more at via] - deviator n, deviatory /'decvi-3t(9)ri/ adj 
’deviate /'deevi-9t, -ayt/ n, chiefly NAm a deviant 
deviation /.deevi'aysh(a)n/ n 1 deflection of a compass needb caused 
by local magnetic influences 2 the difference between a value in a 
frequency distnbution and a fixed number statistics 3 departure 
from an established party line 4 departure from accepted norms of 
behaviour (^sexual ^} [‘deviate -ion] - deviatioaiam n, deviatioB- 
ist n 

device /diVies/ n la a scheme to tnck or deceive b sthg elaborate or 
intricate in design c sthg (e g a figure of speech or a dramatic convention) 
designed to achieve a particular artistic effect d a piece of equipment or 
a mechanism designed for a special purpose or function 2 pi desire, will 
(left to her own ^s} 3a an emblematic design used in a heraldic 
achievement - compare charge 1 b a motto [ME devis, devise, fr OF. 
division, intention, fr deviser to divide, regulate, tell - more at devise] 
'devil /'devl/ n 1 often cap the supreme spint of evil in Jewish and 
Christian belief, the tempter of mankind, the leader of all apostate angels, 
and the ruler of hell 2 a malignant spint; a demon 3 an extremely cruel 
or wicked person, a fiend 4 a high-spinted. reckless, or energetic persoii 
5 a junior legal counsel working without payment to gain experience it 
a person of the specified type (poor } (lucky ^ > b sthg provoking, 
diflicult, or trying (this type of bottle is the very to open} c - us'd 
as an inteijection or intensive (what the ^ is that?} USE {6) infml [ME 
devel, fr OE dwfol, fr LL diabolus, fr Gk diabohs, lit., slanderer, fr 
diaballein to throw across, slander, fr dia- ^ ballan to throw; akin to 
OHG quellan to well, gush] 

’devil vb -11- {NAm -I-, -ll-), /devlong/ vt to season (food) highly, esp with 
peppery condiments led kidneys} ^ vi to serve or function as a legal 
devil 

'devil, fish /-.fish/ n, Br angler pish 

devilish /’devl ish/a^tfcharactenstic) of a devil tricks} -deviUahly 
adv 

.devil-may-care adj heedless of authonty or convention 
devilment /'devlmant/ n wild mischief 

devilry /'devln/ n 1 action performed with the help of the devil; 
witchcraft 2 (an act oO mischief 

.devil's 'advocate n 1 the Roman Catholic official who presents the 
possible objections to claims to canonization or to the titb ‘Blessed’ 2 a 
person who champions the less accepted or approved cause, esp for the 
sake of argument [trans of NL advocatus dtaboli] 

.devil's 'coach .horae n a large flesh-eating rove beetle 
deviltry /’’devltn/ n devilry 

devious /'deevi as, -vyas/ adj 1 deviating from a fixed or straight count 
2 deviating from a nght, accepted, or common course 3 not straightfor- 
ward or wholly sincere [L devius, fr de from + via way - more at db-, 
via] • deviously adv, deviousness n 
'devise /di'viez/ vt la to formulate in the mind; invent b to plan, 

2 to give or leave (real property) by will - compare bequeath 1 
devisen, fr OF deviser to divide, regulate, tell, modif of (assumed) VL 
divisare, fr L divisus, pp of dividere to divide] -- devbablc adj, dtviaal a, 
diviser n 

’devise n 1 a devising act or ebuse 2 property devised by will 
devisee /di,vie'zee, .devi'zee/ n sby to whom a devise of property it 
made 

devisor /di'vieza/ n sby who devises property in a will 
devitsMze, -iat /4ee'vietl.iez/ vt to deprive of life, vigour, or effective- 
ness 

devoice /.dee'voys/ vt to pronounce (a sometimes or formerly voiced 
sound) without vibration of the vocal cords 
devoid /di'voyd/a4f having or uaing; lacking - + of [ME, prob short 
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for devoided, pp of devoiden to vacate, fr MF desvuidier to empty, fr OF, 
fr des- dis- + vuk/ier to empty - more at ’voidJ 
devolution /4cev»'loohsh(9)n/ n 1 the passage of nghts, property, etc 
to a successor 2 delegation or conferral to a subordinate 3 the surrender 
of functions and powers to regional or local authorities by a central 
government; spcctf such a surrender of powers to Scottish and Welsh 
authorities by the UK government [ML devolution-, devolutio, fr L 
dcvolutus, pp of devolvere] ~ devointlonary /•n(3)n/ adj, dcvolution- 
itt n 

dovolve /di'volv/ vt 1 to transfer from one person to another; hand 
DOWN 1,2 2 to surrender by devolution ^ vi 1 to pass by transmission 
or succession 2 to fall or be passed, usu as an obligation or responsibility 
USE{vi) usu on or upon [ME devolven, fr L devolvere, fr de- + volvere 
to roll - more at voluble] 

Devonian /deVohnyan, -ni-an/ adj 1 of Devon 2 of or being the penod 
of the Palaeozoic era between the Silunan and the Carboniferous 
EVOLUTION [Devon, county in England] - Devonian n 
devote /diVobt/ vt l to set apart for a special purpose; dedicate to 2 
to give (oneselO over wholly to [L devotus, pp of devovere, fr de- + vovere 
to vow) 

deVot^ adj loyally attached <a ^ fnend) - devotedly adv 
devotee /.deva'tee/ n 1 a deeply religious person 2 a keen follower or 
supporter; an enthusiast (a ^ of operaj 

devotion /di'vohsh(o)n/ n la piety b a special act of prayer or supplica- 
tion - usu pi 2a devoting or being devoted b ardent love, affection, or 
dedication - devotional adj, devotionally adv 

devour /di'vowa/ vt 1 to eat up greedily or ravenously 2 to swallow up; 
consume < ^ ed by lire) 3 to preoccupy, absorb < ^ ed by guilO 4 to take 
in eagerly through the mind or senses s books} [ME devouren, fr MF 
devourer, fr L devorare, fr de- + vorare to devour - more at voracious] 

- devourer n 

devout /diVowt/ adj 1 devoted to religion; pious 2 sincere, genuine <a 

- h^tpe} [ME devot, fr OF, fr LL devotus, fr L, pp of devovere] - 

devoutly adv, devoutneas n 

dew /dyooh/ n moisture that condenses on the surfaces of cool bodies, 
esp at night [ME, fr OE deaw; akin to OHG tou dew. Gk them to 
run] 

Dewar flaek /'dyooh<o/ n a glass or metal vacuum flask that is used esp 
in laboratories for stonng liquefied gases [Sir James Dewar 11923 Sc* 
chemist ft physicist] 

dewberry /'dyoohb(a)ri/ n (the berry of) any of several shrubs resem- 
bling the blackberry 

'dew,ciaw A,klaw/ n (a claw or hoof at the end of) a vestigial digit not 
reaching to the ground on the foot of a mammal - dewclawcd adj 
Dewey decimal claaaification /'dyooh-i/ n a book classification 
whereby main classes are shown by a 3-digit number and subdivisions by 
numbers after a decimal point [Melvil Dewey tl931 US librarian] 
'dew, fall /-,(aw\/ n (the time oO deposition of dew 
dewlap /'dyoohlap/ n a hanging fold of skin under the neck of an animal 
(eg a cow) - dewlapped a4^ 

'dew .point n the temperature of the air at which dew begins to be 
deposited 

'dew .pond a a shallow usu artificial pond thought to be filled by the 
condensation of dew 

dewy /'dyooh-i/ adj moist (as iO with dew - dewily adv, dewiness n 
.dewy-eyed adj naively credulous or trusting ^ 

dexamethaaone /.deksa'methazohn, -sohn/ n a synthetic steroid that 
is a widely used glucocorticoid [perh fr Dexamyl, a trademark + methyl 
+ -sone (as in cortisone)] 

Dexedrine /'deksadrin/ trademark - used for a preparation of dex- 
troamphetamine sulphate 

’ dexle Adeksi/ n a Dexednne tablet [Dexedrine + -ie] 

' dexter /'defcsta/ adj of or being the side of a heraldic shield at the right 
of a person wearing it [L, of or on the right; akin to Gk dexios situated 
on the right, L decere to be fitting - more at decent] - deiter adv 
dexterity /dek'sterati/ n 1 skill and ease in using the hands 2 mental 
quickness [MF or L; MF dexterite, fr L dexteeitat-, dexteritaa, fr 
dexter] 

dexterous, dextroos /'dekstras/ adj 1 skilful with the hands 2 mentally 
adroit (L dextr-, dexter dextral, skilful] - dexterously /'dekst(a)rasli/ 
adv 

dextr- comb form 1 dextr-, dextro- on or towards the right; right 
2 DfiXTRO- 2 [LU fr L dextr-, dexter] 
dextrel /’dekstral/ at^tdw inclined to the right: e g a right-handed b 
of the ahetl of a gashopod molluse having whorls (^t turn in an 


anticlockwise direction from the top to the bottom as viewed with the top 
towards the observer - compare sinistral - dextrally adv, dextrallty 
/dek'stralati/ n 

dextran /'dekstran/ n 1 any of numerous polysaccharides that yield only 
glucose on hydrolysis 2 a compound obtained from dextran and used as 
a plasma substitute [dexr/t»e 4 -an] 
dextrin /'dekstrin/ n any of various soluble gummy polysacchandes used 
as adhesives and as sizes for paper and textiles [F dextnne, ft dextr-] 
dextro- /dekstroh-/ comb form 1 dextr- 1 (dextrocardia) 2 dextro-, 
dextr- dextrorotatory (dextro-tartanc acid) 

.dextroam.phetamine 'sulphate /.dekstroham'fetamin/ n an 
amphetamine now used esp to treat abnormal sudden lapses into deep 
sleep - compare dlxcdrine 

dextrorotary /,dckstroh'roht(3)ri/ adj dextrorotatory 
dextrorotatory /.dekstroh'rohtatn, -roh'taytan/ adj turning clockwise 
or towards the nght; esp rotating the plane of polanzation of light towards 
the right crystals) - compare laevorotatory - dextrorotation 
/-roh'taysh(a)n/ n 

dextrorse /'dekstraws, -'-/ adj 1 of a plant twining spirally upwards 
round an axis from left to right - compare sinistrorse 2 dextral b 
[NL dextrorsus, fr L. towards the nght. fr dextr- 4 versus, pp of vertere 
to turn - more at worth] - dextrorsely adv 
dextrose /dekstrebz, 'dekstrohs/ n dextrorotatory glucose 
dextrous /dekstras/ adj dexterous 

dhal /dahl/ n a pulse having split cotyledons that is cultivated in India 
[Hindi da/] 

dharma /'dahma/ n the fundamental concept of law, both natural and 
moral, in Hinduism and Buddhism, based on the pnnciple of everything 
in the universe acting according to its essential nature or proper station 
[Skt, fr dharayati he holds, akin to L tirmus firm] - dharmlc /-mik/ 
adj 

dhobi /'dohbi/ n an Indian washerman or washerwoman [Hindi 
dhobi] 

dhoti /'dohti/ n, pi dhotis a loincloth worn by Hindu men [Hindi 
dhoti] 

dhow /dow/ n an Arab lateen-rigged boat, usu having a long overhanging 
bow and a high poop [Ar dawa] 

61- /die-/ comb form 1 twice; twofold, double <dic/irDma/ic> 2 containing 
2 atoms, groups, or chemical equivalents in the molecular structure 
(dxchhride) [ME, fr MF, fr L, fr Gk; akin to OE twi-] 
dia- /die a-Z also di- prefix through <diapos/f/ve>, across (diameter) [ME, 
fr OF, fr L. fr Gk, through, apart, fr dia; akin to L dis-] 
diabetes /.die-a'beetis, -teez/ n any of various abnormal conditions 
charactenzed by the secretion and excretion of excessive amounts of 
unne, specif diabetes mellitus [L, fr Gk diabetes, fr diabainein to cross 
over, fr dia- 4 bainein to go - more at come] 

.dia.betes in’sipidus /m'sipidas/ n a disorder of the pituitary gland 
characterized by intense thirst and by the excretion of large amounts of 
urine [NL, lit , insipid diabetes] 

,dia,betes 'mellitus /'melitas/ n a disorder of the proc^is by which the 
body uses sugars and other carbohydrates in which not enough insulin is 
produced or the cells become resistant to its action and which is character- 
ized typically by abnormally great amounts of sugar in the blood and 
unne [NL, lit., honey-sweet diabetes] 

'diabetic /.die a'betik/ adj 1 of diabetes or diabetics 2 affected with 
diabetes 

’diabetic n a person affected with diabetes 

diablerie /dee'ahbbri/ n sorcery; black magic [F, fr OF, fr diable 
devil, fr LL diabo/us - more at devil] 

diabol-, diabolo- comb form devil (diabolism) [ME deabol-, fr MF 
diabol-, fr LL, ft Gk, fr diabolos - more at devil] 
diabolic /.die-a'bolik/ adj 1 (charactenstfe) of the devil; fiendish 2 
DIABOLICAL 2 [ME dcabolik, fr MF diabiplique, fr LL diaboheus, fr 
diabolus] - diabolically adv, diabolicalneaa a 
diabolical /.dlealMlikl/ adj 1 diabolic I 2 chiefly Br dreadful, 
appalling <i/’$ - the way he treats his wife) (that meal was '^) - 
infml 

diabol^m /die'abalizfajm/ n dealings with, possession by, or worship of 
the devil - diabolist n 

diabol lza, -isc /die'abaliez/ vt to represent as or make diabolic 
diachronic /.die-a'kronik/ adj of or dealing with the historical develop- 
ment of phenomena, esp language - compare synchronic - diachroai- 
cally adv 

diaconal /die'akanal/ adj of a deacon or deaconess [LL diaconalia, fr 
diaconus deacon > more at deacon] 
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diaconate /die'akanit, -nayt/ n the (penod oO office of a deacon or 
deaconess 

diacritic /.die-a'kntik/ n a mark near or through an orthographic or 
phonetic character or combination of characters indicating a changed 
phonetic value - compare accent 3a 

diacriticai /.die-a'kntikl/ also diacritic adj 1 serving as a diacritic 2 
serving to distinguish; distinctive [Gk diakntikos separative, fr diaknnem 
to distinguish, fr dia- -f knnein to separate - more at certain] 
diadaiphoua /.die-a'delfas/ adj united so as to form 2 sets <r/ic stamens 
of leguminous plants are [di- -f -ndelphous - more at monadel- 

PHOUS] 

diadem /'died,dem/ n 1 a crown; specif a headband worn as a badge of 
royalty 2 regal power or dignity [ME diademe, fr OF. fr L diadema, fr 
Gk diadema, fr diadem to bind round, fr dia- * dein to bind, akin to Alb 
dual sheaf, Skt daman rope] 

diaeraaia, chiefly NAm Cereals /die'iansis/ n, pi diaereses /-.seez/ 1 a 
mark placed over a vowel to indicate pronunciation as a separate 
syllable (e g in naive) symbol 2 the break in a verse caused by the 
coincidence of the end of a foot with the end of a word [LL diaeresis, fr 
Gk diairesis, fr diairein to divide, fr dia- * hairein to take] - dlaeretic 
/.die-a'retik/ adj 

diagnoaa /'die-agnohz/ vt to recognize (eg a disease) by signs and 
symptoms [back-formation fr diagnosis] > diagnosable, diagnoseable 
/.dic ag'nohzabl/ adj 

diagnoaia /.die ag'nohsis/ n, pi diagnoses /-seez/ 1 the art or act of 
identifying a disease from its signs and symptoms 2 (a sutement resulting 
from) the investigation of the cause or nature of a problem or phenomenon 
[NL, fr Gk Jia^iifisis fr diagigndskein to distinguish, fr dia- 4^ gigndskein 
to know -- more at know] 

*diagnoatic /.die ag'nostik/ also diagaostical /-kl/ adj of or involving 
diagnosis - diagnostically adv 

‘diagnoatic n the art or practice of diagnosis - oAen pi with sing meaning 
- diagnostician /•no'stish(a)n/ n 

'diagonal /die'ag(a)nl/ adj 1 joining 2 nonadjacent angles of a polygon 
or polyhedron 2 running in an oblique direction from a reference line (e g 
the vertical) [L diagonalis, fr Gk diagomos from angle to angle, fr dia- 
4- gdnia angle; akin to Gk gony knee - more at knee] - diagonalize vt, 
diagonally adv 

’diagonal n l a diagonal straight line or plane mathematics 2 a 
diagonal direction 3 solidus 2 

'diagram /'diC'9,gram/ n 1 a line drawing made for mathematical or 
scientific purposes 2 a drawing or design that shows the arrangement and 
relations (e g of parts) [Gk diagramma, fr diagraphein to mark out by 
lines, fr dia- 4 graphein to wnte - more at carve] - diagramnMtic 
/.die-agra'matik/ also diagnunmatical adj, diagmmmatically adv 
’diagram vr 'mm* {NAm -n-, -mm*) to represent in the form of a 
diagram 

diagrammat-iza, -Ise /.die a'gramatiez/ vt to diagram 
'dial /die-al/ n 1 a sundial 2 the graduated face of a timepiece 3a a face 
on which some measurement is registered, usu by means of numbers and 
a pointer b a disc-shaped control on an electneal or mechanical device 
<j telephone ~ > A Bra person's face - slang [ME, fr L dies day - more 
at deity] 

’dial vb -11* (NAm •!-, -1I-) vt to operate a dial so as to select led the 
number^ ^vi 1 to manipulate a dial 2 to make a call on a dial 
telephone 

dial^t /'die«alekt/ n a regional, soaal, or subordinate vanety of a 
language, usu difTenng distinctively from the standard or original lan- 
guage [MF dialecte, fr L diaJectus, fr Gk dialektos conversation, dialect, 
fr dialegesthai to converse - more at dialogue] - dialectal /-'lektl/ adj, 
diaicctally adv 

dialectic /.die-a'lektik/ n la development through the sUges of thesis, 
antithesis, and synthesis in accordance with (systems derived from) 
Hegel's logic b the theoretical application of dialectical materialism, esp 
in Marxist investiption of economics and the social sciences 2 a system- 
atic reasoning, exposition, or lu’gument that juxtaposes opposed or con- 
tradictory ideas and usu seeki to resolve their conflict 3 the dialectical 
tension or opposition between 2 interacting forces or elements USE 
(laAZ) usu pi with sing, meaning but sing, or pi in constr [ME dialetik 
intellectual investigation by means of dialogue, fr MF diaJetique, fr L 
diahetha, fr Ok dialektike, fr fern of diaJektikos of conversation, fr 
dialektos] 

dialectical /.die-alektikl/ also dialectic a<^ 1 of or in accordance with 
dialectic 2 (characteristic) of a dialect - dialectically adv 
dia.lactical ma'tarialiam n the Marxist theory that the material basis 


of a reality constantly changes in a dialectical process that is independent 
of thought 

dialectician /,die-alek'tish(a)n/ n 1 one who is skilled in or practises 
dialectic 2 a student of dialects 

dialectology /.die-alek'tobji/ n the study of dialect [ISV] - dialectol* 
ogist n, dialcctologlcal /-.lekta'lojikl/ adj, dlalcctologlcally adv 
dialogic /.die-a'lojik/ also dialo^cal /-kl/ adj of or charactenzed by 
dialogue writing^ - dialogically adv 
dialoglst /die'abjist/ n 1 one who participates in a dialogue 2 a writer 
of dialogues - dlalogistic /,die-ab'jistik/ adj 

dialogue, NAm also dialog //die alog/ n 1 a literary work in conversa- 
tional form 2a a conversation between 2 or more people or between a 
person and sthg else (e g a computer) b an exchange of ideas and opinions 

3 the conversational element of literary or dramatic composition 4 
discussion or negotiation between 2 nations, factions, groups, etc with 
conflicting interests (the continuing governmental policy of betweai 
East and West} [MF, fr OF, fr L diaJogus, fr Gk dialogos, fr dialegesthai 
to converse, fr dia- * legem to speak] 

dialyaate /die'alisayt/, dialyzate /-zayt/ n the material that passes 
through the membrane in dialysis, also the liquid into which this matenal 
passes [dialysis or dialyie -ate] 

dialyse, NAm dialyze /'die a.liez/ vt to subject to dialysis ^ vi to undergo 
dialysis - dialytable adj, dialyser n 

dialysis /die'alasis/ n, p/ dialyses /-.seez/ the separation of substances in 
solution by means of their unequal diffusion through semipermeable 
membranes, esp the purification of blood by such means [NL, fr Gk, 
separation, fr dialyein to dissolve, fr dia- 4 lyem to loosen - more at lose] 

- dialytic /.die a'litik/ adj 

diamagnat /'die-a.magnit/, diamagnetic /-mag'netik/ n a diamagnetic 
substance [diamagnet back-formation fr diamagnetic, adj] 
diamagnetic /.die-amag'netik/ adj of or being a substance that in a 
magnetic field is (slightly) attracted towards points of lower field intensity 

- diamagnetism /-'magni.tiz(a)m/ n 

diamantd /.dee a'manti, dia-/ p (cloth or other matenal decorated with) 
sparkling particles, esp powdered crystal [F, fr pp of duunanter to set with 
diamonds, fr diamant diamond] 

diamantiferout /.dee-aman'tibras/ adj yielding diamonds 
diameter /die'amita/ n 1 a line passing through the centre of a 
geometneal figure or body 2 the length of a straight line through the 
centre of an object (eg a circle) USE mathematics [ME 
diametre, fr MF, fr L diametros, fr Gk, fr dia- 4 meiron measure - more 
at measure] - diametral /die'amitral/ adj 

diametric /.die a'metnk/, diametrical /-kl/ adj 1 of or constituting a 
diameter 2 completely opposed or opposite - diametrically adv 
'diamond /'die-amand/ n 1 a (piece of) very hard crystalline carbon that 
IS highly valued as a precious stone, esp when flawless and transparent, 
and IS used industrially as an abrasive and in rock dnlls 2 a square or 
rhombus onentated so that the diagonals are honzontal and vertical 3a 
a playing card marked with 1 or more red diamond-shaped figures b pi 
but sing or pi in constr the suit comprising cards identified by this figure 

4 the entire playmg field or the area enclosed by the bases in basdmll [ME 
diamaunde, fr MF diamant, fr LL diamant-, diamas, alter of L adamant-, 
adamas, hardest metal, diamond, fr Gk] - diamoadlferous 
/.die-araan'dif(a)ras/ adj 

’diamond adj of, marking, or being a 60th or 7Sth anniversary 
weddmgy 

'dlamond,back /-,bak/ n a large and deadly rattlesnake of the southern 
USA [fr the diamond-shaped markings on its back] 
diandrout /die'andros/ adj having 2 stamens 
dianthua /die'anthas/ n ’pink [NL. genus name, fr Gk dios heavenly 
4 anthos flower - more at deity, anthology] 
diapason /,die-a'payz(3)n, -s(a)n/ n la a full deep burst of hannonioiM 
sound b a princip^ organ stop extending through the range cXedw 
instrument 2 the entire range of musical tones 3 the range, scope [ME, 
fr L, fr Gk {he) dia pason {chordon symphonia) the concord through all 
the notes, fr dia through + pason, gen fern pi of pas all - more at dia-, 
pan-] 

diapauaa /'die-a.pawz/ n a period (e g in an insect) of arrested develop- 
ment between periods of activity [Gk diapausis pause, fr diapauetti to 
pause, fr dia- 4 pauean to stop - more at pause] 

'diapar /'diepa, 'die-apo/ n 1 a soft usu white linen or cotton fabne used 
for tablecloths or towels 2 an ornamental pattern consistinj^of one or 
more small repeated units of design (e g geometne figures) archi- 
tecture 3 chiefly NAm a nappy [ME diapre, fr MF, fr ML dias- 
prum] 
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’diaper vt to ornament with diaper designs 

diaphanous /die'afanas/ adj so fine as to be almost transparent [ML 
diafitanus, fr Gk diaphanes, fr diaphainein to show through, fr dia- + 
phainein to show - more at fancy] - diaphanoualy adv, diaphanous- 

nets n 

diaphoretic /.die-afaVetik/ adj, esp of a drug causing sweating [LL 
diaphorctKus, fr Gk diaphoretikos, fr diaphoretos, verbal of diaphorcm 
to perspire, fr dia- ^ pbercm to carry - more at 'bear] 
diaphragm /'die*a,rram/ n 1 the partition separating the chest and 
abdominal cavities in mammals digestion 2 a dividing membrane 
or thin partition, esp in a tube 3 a partition in a plant or the body or shell 
of an invertebrate animal 4 a device that limits the aperture of a lens or 
optical system camera 5 a thin flexible disc that is free to vibrate 
(e g in an earphone) 6 dutch cap [ME diafragma, fr LL dtaphragma, 
fr Gk, fr diaphrassein to barricade, fr dta- ^ phrassein to enclose] - 
diaphragnatic /.die afrag'matik/ adj, dlaphragmatkally adv 
diapoaitivo /,die-a'pozativ/ n a transparent photographic positive, specif 
'slide 5b 

diarchy /'die,ahki/ n dyarchy 

diarist /die-anst/ n one who keeps a diary 

diarrhoea, NAm chiefly diarrhea /.die-a'na/ n abnormally frequent 
intestinal evacuations with more or less fluid faeces [ME diana, fr LL 
diarrhoea, fr Gk diarrhoia, fr diarrhein to flow through, fr dia- > rhein 
to flow - more at stream] - diarrhoeal, diarrhoeic /-‘n^ ik. -‘ree-ik/ also 
diarrboetic /-'natik, -'reetik/ adj 

diary /'die-ari/ ir 1 (a book containing) a daily record of personal 
experiences or observations 2 chiefly Br a book with dates marked in 
which memoranda can be noted [L diarium, fr dies day - more at 
deity] 

Diaspora /die'aspara/ n 1 the settling, or area of settlement, of Jews 
outside Palestine aifler the Babylonian exile 2 sing or pi in constr the Jews 
living outside Palestine or modem Israel [Gk, dispersion, fr diaspeirein 
to scatter, fr dia- 4 sparein to sow - more at sprout] 
diaatasa /’die^a.stayz, stays/ n amylase; esp a mixture of amylases from 
malt [F. fr Gk diastasis separation, interval, fr diistanai to separate, (rdia- 
4 histanai to cause to stand - more at stand] - diastatic /.die-a'statik/ 

*4i 

diaatola /die'astali/ n a rhythmically recurrent expansion, esp the 
dilation of the cavities of the heart during which they All with blood -# 
compare systole [Gk diastole dilatation, fr diasttdlein to expand, fr dta- 
4 stellein to send - more at 'stall] - diastolic /.die-a'stolik/ adj 
diastrophism /die'astraflzCaJm/ n major deformation of the earth’s 
crust that produces continents, ocean bi^ins, mountains, etc [Gk dias- 
trophe twisting, fr diastrephein to distort, fr dia- strephein to twist ~ 
more at strophe] - diaatrophic /.die-a'stroflk/ adj, diastrophically adv 
diathermanoua /.die-a'thuhmanas/ adj diathermic 1 [Gk diather- 
man-, stem of diathermainein to heat through] 
diathermic /.die-a'thuhmik/ adj 1 transmitting infrared radiation 2 of 
or using diathermy treatment} 

diathermy /die-a.thuhmi/ n the generation of heat in tissue by electnc 
currents for medical or surgical purposes [ISV] 
diathesis /die'athasis/ n, pi diatheses /-.seez/ a constitutional predispo- 
sition towards an abnormality or disease [NL, fr Gk, lit , arrangement, 
fr diatithenai to arrange, fr dia- 4 tithenai to set - more at do] - diathetic 
/4ie-9'thetik/ adj 

diatom /'dic*atam, -,tom/ n any of a class of minute single-celled algae 
with hard shell-like skeletons that are composed of silica and form 
kieselguhr [deriv of Gk diatomos cut in half, fr diatemnein to cut 
through, fr dia- 4 temnein to cut - more at tome] - diatomaceous 
/ddie*ata'mayshas/ adj 

^^Igtomic Adie'S'tomik/ adj 1 consisting of 2 atoms 2 having 2 replace- 
atoms or radicals [ISV] 
diatOfnite /^ie’atamiet/ n kieselguhr 

diatonic /4ie*o'tonik/ atfj relating to a major or minor musical scale of 
8 notes to the octave without chromatic deviation [LL diatonicus, fr Gk 
diatonikos, fr diatonos stretching, fr diateincin to stretch out, fr dia- f 
tewda to stretch - more at thin] - diatonlcally adv 
diatriba /‘die-a.trieb/ n a (lengthy) piece of bitter and abusive criticism 
[L diatriba, fr Gk diatribe pastime, discourse, fr diatribein to spend (time), 
wear away, fr dia- + tribein to rub] 

diaxapam /die'azapam/ n a synthetic tranquillizer that is also used as 
a sed^ve and muscle relaxant, esp before surgical operations - compare 
VAUUM [dV- t az- -F qpoxide 4 -am (compound rdated to ammonia)] 
diaxo /dte'azoh/ arij 1 of or containing a radical composed of 2 nitrogen 


atoms united to a single carbon atom 2 of or containing a diazonium ion 
(ISV dial-, dtazo-, fr di- < az-] 

diazonium /.die-a'zohm am/ n an ion that is composed of 2 nitrogen 
atoms united to 1 carbon atom and usu exists in salts that are used in the 
manufacture of azo dyes [ISV di- + az- 4 -onium] 
dibasic /die'baysik/ adj 1 of an acid having 2 replaceable hydrogen 
atoms 2 containing 2 atoms of a univalent metal $ of a base or a basic 
salt having 2 hydroxyl groups 
dibber /'diba/ n a dibble [by alter ] 

'dibble /'dibl/ n a small pointed hand implement used to make holes in 
the ground for plants, seeds, or bulbs [ME debylle] 

’dibble vt 1 to plant with a dibble 2 to make holes in (soil) (as lO with 
a dibble 

dibs /dibz/ n pi money, esp m small amounts - slang [prob short for 
dibstones Oxeks), fr obs dib (to dab)] 

'dice /dies/ n, pi dice /<«/ la a small cube that is marked on each face 
with from 1 to 6 spots so that spots on opposite faces total 7 and that is 
used to determine arbitrary values in vanous games b a gambling game 
played with dice 2 a small cubical piece (c g of food) [ME dyce, fr dees, 
dyce, pi of dee die, fr MF de\ - no dice of no avail, no use - infml 
’dice vt la to cut (e g food) into small cubes b to ornament with square 
markings 2 to gamble using dice his money away} ^vi 1 to play 
games with dice 2 to take a chance < ^ with death} [ME dycen, (t dyce] 

- dicer /'diesa/ n 

dicey /'diesi/ adj risky, unpredictable - infml ['dice ^ -y] 
dich- /diek-/, dicho- comb form in two, apart <di- 

chogamous} (^dichotomy} [LL, fr Gk, fr dicha, akin to Gk di-] 
dichlor- /dieklaw-/, dichloro- comb form containing 2 atoms of chlonne 
in the molecular structure <dichloroet/i>7e/ie'> 
dichioride /.die'klawned/ n a compound containing 2 atoms of chlonne 
combined with an element or radical 

dichiorvos /.dieldawvos, -vas/ n an insecticide used esp against insects 
in houses, shops, etc [dichlor- 4 nnyl 4 phosphate] 
dichotomous /die'kotamas/ adj 1 dividing into 2 parts 2 of, involving, 
or ansing from dichotomy [LL dichotomos, fr Gk, fr dich- ^ temnein to 
cut - more at iome] - dicbotomously adv, dichotomousneaB n 
dichotomy /die'kotami/ n 1 a division intO'iS esp mutually exclusive or 
contradictory groups 2 a (repeated) branching (into 2 branches) [Gk 
dichotomia, fr dichotomos] 

dichroiem /'dickroh,i7(a)m/ n 1 the property of certain crystals of 
diffenng in colour when viewed in the direction of 2 different axes 2 the 
property of a surface of reflecting light of one colour and transmitting 
light of other colours - dichroic /die’krohik/ adj 
dichromate /.die'krohmayt, -mat/ n a usu orange to red chromium salt 
containing 2 atoms of chromium in the molecule [ISV] 
dichromatic /.diekroh'matik/ adj 1 having or using 2 colours 2 having 
2 colour vaneties or colour phases independent of age or sex /a - bird} 
[di- + chromatic] - dichromatitm /die'krohma,tiz(3)m/ #i 
dick /dik/ n 1 chiefly Br a person ^clever - } la detective 3 the penis 

- vulg USE (l&Z) infml [Dick, nickname for Richard; (2) prob by 
shortening A alter.] 

dickens /dikinz/ n devil, deuce - used as an interjection or intensive 
[euphemism] 

Dickensian /drkenzi-an/ adj (suggestive) of aspects of Victonan 
England, esp urban squalor or conviviality [Charles Dickens tl870 E 
novelist] 

dicker /'dika/ VI 1 to bargain, haggle 2 to hesitate, dither [ongin 
unknown] 

dickey, dicky also dickie /'diki/ n 1 a false bont of a shirt 2 chiefly Br 
a the driver’s seat in a carriage b a folding se^t at the back of a carriage 
or motor car [Dicky, nickname for RicharcB 
'dickey, bird /-.buhd/ n 1 a small bird - used ey or to children 2 so much 
as a single word (^neversaida ^ > - infml [Digky, nickname for Richard, 
(2) rhyming slang dickeybird word] 

dicky /'diki/ adj, Br in a weak or unsound condition - infml <a ~ heart} 
[origia unknown] 
dicot /'die.kot/ n a dicotyledon 

dicotyli#don /die.koti'leedn, .— '-/ n a plant with 2 seed leaves Cj* 
plant [deri^^of NL di- « cotyledon] - dicotyledonous /4iekot-/ 
dicoumaPol /4ic'koohmarol/ n a drug that is taken by mouth to delay 
the clotting of blood, esp in the treatment of thrombosis [fr Dicumarol, 
a trademark] 

dicrotic /4ic'krotik/ adj, of the pulse having a double beat (e g in certain 
feverish sutes) [Ok dikrotos having a double beat] - dlcrotiam 
/'diekra.tiz(9)m/ n 
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Dictaphone /'dikta/ohn/ trademark - used for a dictating machine 
'dictate /dik'tayt/ vi 1 to give dictation 2 to speak or act with authonty; 
prescribe vr 1 to speak or read for a person to transcribe or for a 
machine to record 2 to impose, pronounce, or specify with authonty [L 
dictatus, pp of dictate to assert, dictate, fr dictus, pp of dicere to say - 
more at diction] 

Hlictata /'diktayt/ n 1 an authontative rule, prescnption, or command 

2 a ruling pnnciple - usu pi (^according to the of his conscience} 
dic'tating ma, chine /dik'tayting/ n a machine designed for the record* 

mg of dictated matter 

dictation /dik'taysh(9)n/ n 1 prescription 2 2a the act or manner of 
uttenng words to be transcribed b matenal that is dictated or tran- 
scribed 

dictator /dik'tayta/ n 1 a person granted absolute emergency power, esp 
in ancient Rome 2 an absolute ruler, esp one who has seized power 
unconstitutionally and uses it oppressively [L. fr dictatus] 
dictatorial /,dikta'tawn-al/ 1 of a dictator 2 arrogantly domineenng 
~ dictatorially adv, dictatorialneas n 

dic'tatorahip /-.ship/ n 1 the office of dictator 2 total or absolute 
control; leadership, rule 3 a state or form of government where absolute 
power is concentrated in one person or a small clique 
diction /'dik$h(a)n/ n I choice of words, esp with regard to correctness 
or clearness 2 pronunaation and enunciation of words in speaking or 
singing [L diction-, dictio speaking, style, fr dictus, pp of dicere to say, 
akin to OE teon to accuse. L dicare to proclaim, dedicate, Gk deiknynai 
to show, dike judgment, nght] - dictional adj, dictfonally adv 
dictionary /'dikshan(a)n/ n 1 a reference book containing words, terms, 
or names, usu'alphabetically arranged, together with information about 
them, esp their forms, pronunciations, functions, etymologies, meanings, 
syntactic and idiomatic uses, and applications 2 a reference book giving 
for words of one language equivalents in another 3 a list (e g of synonyms 
or hyphenation instructions) stored in machine-readable form (e g on a 
computer disk) for reference by an automatic system (e g for computer- 
ized typesetting) [ML dictionanum, fr LL diction-, dictio word, fr L, 
speaking] 

dictum /'diktam/ n, pi dicta /-ta/ also dictums 1 an authontative 
statement on some topic, a pronouncement 2 obiter dictum 1 [L, fr 
neut of dictus] 

dicty- /dikti-/, dictyo* comb form net; network <dic- 
tyosfe/e) <dictyaw/ne> [NL, fr Gk dikty-, diktyo-, fr diktyon, fr dikein 
to throw] 

dictyotome /'dikti a.sohm/ n goi,gi body 
did /did/ past of DO 

didactic /die'daktik/ adj 1 intended to teach sthg, esp a moral lesson 2 
having a tendency to teach in an authoritanan manner [Gk didaktikos, 
fr didaskein to teach] - didactically adv, didacticism /•ti,siz(a)m/ n 
diddle /didl/ vt diiWing /'didl ing, 'didling/ to cheat, swindle - infml 
[prob fr Jeremy Diddler, character in the play Raising the Wind by James 
Kenny tl849 E dramatist] - diddler n 
diddums /'didamz/ inteij - used to express commiseration to a child 
[baby-talk alter, of did you/he/she] 

didgaridoo /.dijori'dooh/ n an Australian wind instrument with a long 
wooden tube [imit] 

didlcol, didicoy /'didi.koy/ n, pi didicois, didicoys Br an itinerant tinker, 
traveller, etc (who is not a true Romany) [Romany] 
didn't /'didnt/ did not 
didat /didst/ archaic past 2 sing of do 

didymium /.die'dimi-am, di-/ n a mixture of rare-earth dements made 
up chiefly of neodymium and praseodymium [NL, fr Gk didymos double, 
twm, testicle, fr dyo two - more at two] 

'dia /die/ vi dying 1 to stop living; sufTer the end of physical life 
SYMBOL 2 to pass out of existence, cease </ii$ anger ^ d a/ these words} 

3 to long keenly or desperately <dying to go} 4 to stop <f/ie motor ^d} 
[ME dien, fr or akin to ON deyja to die; akin to OHG touwen to die, OIr 
duine human being] 

*dia n. pi (/) dice /dies/, (22kJ) dies /diez/ 1 a dice 2 dado 1 3 any of 
various tools or devices for giving a desired shape, form, or finish to a 
material or for impressing an object or material [ME dee, fr MF d^ - 
the dice are loaded all the elements of a situation are combined to work 
- usu 4- against or in favour of </ will never get the job, the dice are loaded 
in favour of him} - the die is cast the irrevocable decision or step has been 
taken 

'dlt-,catt vt die-cast to make by forcing molten plastic, metal, etc into a 

die - die-cast 

diaciout /die'eeshM/ adj, NAm dioecious 


dia down vi l of a plant to undergo death of the parts lying above ground 
2 to dimmish, subside 

‘dia-.hard n or adj (one) strongly resisting change - die-hardisn n 
dialdrin /’dee al.drin/ n a persistent chlonne-contaming insecticide 
[D/e/s- Alder reaction, fr Otto Diels tl954 A Kurt Alder tl9S8 O 
chemists] 

diaiactric /.die-i'lektnk/ n a substance that can transmit an electneal 
effect by electrostatic induction but not by conduction; an insulator [dia- 
f electnc] - dielectric adj 

diana /'die.een/ n a compound containing 2 double bonds [di- 
-ene] 

dia out VI to become extinct 
diarasis /.die Vreesis/ n, chiefly NAm a diaeresis 
diaaai /'deezl/ n 1 (a vehicle driven by) a diesel engine 2 diesel, diesel 
oil a heavy mineral oil used as fuel in diesel engines [Rudolph IXesd 
tl913 G mechanical engineer] 

.diatai-a'Iactric adj of or using the combination of a diesel engine 
driving an electnc generator <a ^ locomotive} - diesel-electric n 
'diesal .angina n an internal-combustion engine in which fuel is ignited 
by air compressed to a sufficiently high temperature 
Dias Iraa /.dee ayz 'une/ n a medieval Latin hymn sung in requiem 
masses [ML, day of wrath; fr the first words of the hymn] 

'dial /'die-at/ n 1 the food and drink habitually taken by a group, animaL 
or individual 2 the kind and amount of food prescribed for a person or 
animal for a special purpose (e g losing weight) [ME diete, fr OF, fr L 
diaeta presenbed diet, fr Gk diaita, lit , manner of living, fr dia- + -aita 
(akin to Gk aisa share)] 

*diat vb to (cause to) eat and dnnk sparingly or according to prescribed 
rules - dieter n 

*dlat n any of vanous national or provincial legislatures [ML dieta day’s 
journey, assembly, fr L dies day - more at deity] 

'dietary /'die-at(3)n/ n the kinds and amounts of food available to or 
eaten by an individual, group, or population 
’dietary adj of (the rules oO a diet - dietarily /'die>dt(a)rati/ adv 
dietetic /.die a'tetik/ adj I of diet 2 adapted for use in special diets - 
dietetically adv 

.die'tetics n pi but sing or pi in constr the application of the pnnciplei 
of nutrition to feeding 

dkethyi 'ether /die'ethi, -'eethl, -thiel/ n eiher 3a 
diethyiatilboestroi /die.ethlstil’bcstrol, die.eethl-, -thiel-/ n stilboei- 
trol [ISV] 

dietitian, dietician /,dic a'tish(3)n/ n a specialist in dietetics [dietitian 
irreg fr 'diet] 

differ /'difa/ vi la to be unlike, be distinct from b to change from tune 
to time; vary 2 to disagree (jieople who on religious matters} [ME 
differen, fr MF or L; MF differer to postpone, be different, fr L di/ferre, 
fr dis- 4 ferre to carry - more at *bear] 

difference /'difrans/ n la unlikeness between 2 or more people or 
things b the degree or amount by which things differ 2 a disagreement, 
dispute; dissension (^unable to settle their ~s> 3 the degree or amount 
by which things differ in quantity or measure, speci/' remainder 2b(l) 
4 a significant change in or effect on a situation 
diffarant /difrant/ adj 1 partly or totally unlike; dissimilar - -t> from, 
chiefly Dr to, or chiefly NAm than 2a distinct b vanous c another 3 
unusual, speaal [MF. fr L different-, differens, prp of di/ferrt] - dUfbr* 
entiy adv, difTereatncaa n 

diffarantia /.difa'renshya/ n, pi differeatiac /-shUe/ the mark or 
feature that distinguishes one member of a general class from another, esp 
a trait distinguishmg species from other species of the same genua {L, 
difference, fr different-, differens] 

'diff arantial /.difa'renshal/ adj la of or constituting a difference bJia^ 
on or resulting from a differential freight charges} c flinctiooiai^ 
proceeding differently or at a different rate 2 of or involving a differential 
or differentiation 3 of quantitative differences • dffTcrentiaUy adv 
’diffarantial n 1 the product of the derivative of a function of one 
variable with the increment of the independent variable </br a function 
f[x) the is f(x)dx> 2 (he amount of a difference between comparable 
individuals or classes; specif the amount by which the remuneration of 
distinct types of worker differs 3 (a case covering) a differential gear 
diffa,rantial 'calculua n a branch of mathematics dealing chiefly with 
the rate of change of flinctions with respect to their variables 
diff0,rgntlal a'quatlon n an equation containing differentiab or 
derivatives of functions 

dIf farantlal gaar n an arrangement of gears in a vehicle that allows one 
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of the wheeb imptrting motion to turn (e g in going round a comer) faster 
than the other 

diff#rtntlat9 /.difa'renshiayt/ yf 1 to obtain the mathematical deriva- 
tive of 2 to mark or show a difference in 3 to cause differentution of in 
the course of development 4 to express the specific difference of ^ vi 1 
to recognize a difference between 2 to become distinct or different in 
character 3 to undergo differentiation - difTerentiability /-shi-a'bibti/ n. 
differentiable /-shiabl/ adj 

diffnrnntiation /,dif3.renshi'aysh(9)n/ n 1 development into more 
complex, numerous, or varied forms 2a modification of body parts for 
performance of particular functions b all the processes whereby appar- 
ently similar cells, tissues, and structures attain their adult forms and 
functions [differentiate «■ -ion] 

difficult /'difik(a)lt/ adj 1 hard to do, make, carry out. or understand 
<a ^ climby <a texty 2a hard to deal with, manage, or please <a ^ 
childy b puzzling [back-formation fr difficulty] - difficultly adv 
difficulty /'difik(a)lti/ n 1 being difficult 2 an obstacle or impediment 
3 a cause of (financial) trouble or embarrassment - usu pi with sing 
meaning [ME di/ficulte, fr L difficultas, irreg fr difficiUs, fr dis- f factits 
easy > more at facile] 

diffident /'difid(3)nt/ adj 1 lacking in self-confidence 2 reserved, 
unassertive [L diffident^, diffidens, prp of diffidere to distrust, fr dis- f 
lidere to trust - more at bide] - diffidently adv, diffidence 
/-d(a)n8/ n 

diffract /di'frakt/ vt to cause (a beam of light) to become a set of light 
and dark or coloured bands in passing by the edge of an opaque body, 
through narrow slits, etc [back-formation fr diffraction, fr NL diffrac- 
tion-, diffractio, fr L diffractus, pp of diffnngere to break apart, fr dis- ^ 
frangere to break - more at break] - diffraction /di'fraksh(a)n/ n 
diffraction grating n orating 3 

'diffusa /di'fyoohs/ adj 1 not concentrated or localized; scattered 2 
lacking conciseness, verbose [L diffusus, pp of diffundere to spread out, 
fr dii- fundere to pour - more at “found] - diffusely adv, diffiiae- 

Hliff usa /di'fyoohz/ vt 1 to spread out freely in all directions 2 to break 
up and dbtribute (incident light) by reflection ^ w 1 to spread out or 
b^me transmitted 2 to undergo diffusion [MF or L; MF diffuser, fr L 
diffusus, pp] ~ diffuser n, diffusible adj, diffrnive /-siv/ adj 
diffusion /drfyoohzh(a)n/ a 1 diffusing or being diffused 2 being^ 
long-winded 3a the process whereby particles ofiiquids, gases, or solids 
intermingle as the result of their spontaneous movement b reflection of 
light by a rough reflecting surface - diffusional adj 
'dig /dig/ vb -gg-; dug /dug/ vi 1 to turn up, loosen, or remove earth 2 
to understand ^vr 1 to break up, turn, or loosen (earth) with an 
implement 2 to bring to the surface (as iO by digging; unearth 3 to hollow 
out by removing earth; excavate <« a holey 4 to drive down into; thrust 
5 to poke, prod him in the ribsy 6a to pay attention to; notice b to 
understand, appreciate USE (vi 2; vt 6) slang [ME diggen] 

*digii la a thrust, poke b a cutting or snide remark 2 an archaeological 
excavation (site) 3 pi, chiefly Br lodging 2b [(3) short for diggings] 
digsmy /’digami/ n a second marriage after the termination of the first 
[LL digamia, fr LGk, fr Ok digamos married to two people, fr dt- f 
-games -gamous] 

digastric /.die'gastrik/ adj, of a muscle having 2 enlarged parts separated 
by a tendon [NL digastricus, fr di- -t- gastricus gastric] 
digsnssis /,die'jend8is/ n successive reproduction by sexual and asexual 
methods [NL] - dlgenetk /4ieji'netik/ adj 
'digest /'diqest/ n 1 a systematic compilation of laws 2 a literary 
abridgment [ME Digest compilation of Roman laws ordered by Jus- 
fr LL Digests, pi. fr L, collection of writings arranged under . 

fr neut pi of digestus, pp of digerere to arrange, distribute, 
fr dis- + gerert to carry - more at cast] 

/di'jest, die-/ vt I to distribute or arrange systematically 2 to 
(food) into a form the body can use 3 to assimilate mentally 4 
soften or decompose or extract soluble ingredients from by heat and 
moisture or chemicals 5 to compress into a short summary -•vi to 
become digeried [ME digesten, fr L digestus] - digester n, digestible 
/dTjeitobl/ adt. digestibility /• jestalMbti/ n 

dIgMtion /di'jeschan/ n the process or power of digesting sthg. esp 

Hlfgcstivc /di'jcstiv/ A sthg that aids digestion 
HHgggtivc a4i of. causing, or promoting digestion - digestivciy adv, 
dlgutlyigMi n ■ 

<UOO<N’/'dig»/ii la tool or machine for digging 2 a private soldier from 
AttatfsHi or New Zeilaad. esp in WW I - infml ['CMo f '-br] 


‘digger .weep n a burrowing wasp 

diggings /digingz/ np! \ material dug out 2 a place of excavating, esp 
for ore, metals, or precious stones 

dig in vt to incorporate by burying in the soil ^ vi 1 to dig defensive 
positions 2 to hold stubbornly to a position; defend doggedly (e g when 
batting in cricket) 3 to begin eating - infml - dig one's heels in to refuse 
to move or change one’s mind; be stubborn 

digit /'dijit/ n la any of the Arabic numerals from I to 9. usu also 
including 0 b any of the elements that combine to form numbers in a 
system other than the decimal system 2 a finger or toe 3 a unit of 
measurement equal to '%in (about 1.9cm) unit [ME, fr L digitus 
finger, toe - more at toe] 

digital /'dijiti/ adj 1 of or with the fingers or toes 2 of calculation by 
numencal methods which use discrete units 3 of data in the form of 
numerical digits telecommunicai ion, video 4 of an automatic 
device presenting information in the form of numencal digits - digitally 
adv 

,digltal com'puter n a computer that operates with numbers expressed 
as discrete pulses representing digits - compare analogue computer 
digitalis /.diji'tahlis/ n (the dried leaf oO the common foxglove (contain- 
ing several compounds which are important as drugs used esp as powerful 
heart stimulants) [NL, genus name, fr L, of a finger, fr digitus-, fr its 
finger-shaped corolla] 
digital ize, -ise /'dijitl.iez/ vt to digitize 

digitate /'dijitayt/ adj 1 having fingers or toes 2 having divisions 
arranged like the fingers of a hand <a ^ leafy plant - digitately 
adv, digiution /,diji'taysh(»)n/ n 

digiti- /dijiti-/ comb form digit, finger; toe (digiti/brm) [F, fr L digi- 
tus] 

digitigrade /'dijiti.grayd/ adj (designed for) walking on the toes with the 
back of the foot more or less raised - compare plantigrade [F, fr digiti- 
+ grade] 

digit-ize. -iae /’dijitiez/ vt to put (eg data) into digital notation - 
digitizer n, digitization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

digitoxin /.diji’toksin/ n a compound that is the most active constituent 
of digitalis [ISV, blend of NL Digitalis and ISV toxin] 
dignified /’dignified/ adj showing or having dignity 
dignify /’dignifie/ vt to confer dignity or distinction on [MF dignifier, 
fr LL digntficare, fr L dignus worthy - more at decent] 
dignitary /’dignit(a)rL/ n a person of high rank or holding a position of 
dignity or honour - dignitary adj 

dignity /'dignati/ n 1 being worthy, honoured, or esteemed 2 high rank, 
office, or position 3 stillness of manner; gravity [ME dignete, fr OF 
dignete, fr L dignitat-, digmtas, fr dignus] 
dig out vr to find, unearth 

digoxin /di'joksin, dig-/ n a poisonous compound obtained from some 
foxgloves and used similarly to digitalis [ISV dig- (fr NL Digitalis) f 
toxin] 

digraph /'die,grahf, -.graf/ n a group of 2 successive letters, esp whose 
phonetic value is a single sound - dIgraphic /die'grafik/ adj, digraphically 
adv 

digreaa /di'gres, die-/ vi to turn aside, esp from the mam subject in 
wnting or speaking [L digresses, pp of digredi, fr dis- h gradt to step - 
more at grade] - digressive /-siv/ adj, digressively adv, digressive- 
ness n 

digression /di'gresh(3)n, die-/ n (an instance oQ digressing - 
digressional adj, digressionary /-n(a)ri/ adj 
dihal-. dihalo- comb form containing 2 ^oms of a halogen in the 
molecular structure , 

'dihedral /.die'heedral/ adj having or contained by 2 flat surfaces 
dihedral n the angle between an esp upwardly inclined wing of an aircraft 
and a horizontal line 

dihybrid /4ie'hiebrid/ n oratH (an organism, cell, etc) having 2 different 
versions of each of 2 genes [ISV] 

dihydr- /diehiedr-/. dihydro- comb form corttaming 2 atoms of hydrogen 
in the molecular structure 

dihydkoxy- /diehiedroksi-/ comb form containing 2 hydroxyl groups in 
the molecular structure 

dik-dik /’dik 4ik/ n any of several small E African antelopes [native 
name in E Africa] 

'dike /diek/ vb or n (to) dyke 
*diks n a lesbian - derog [ongm unknown] 
diktat /dik'tat/ n a harsh settlement or ruling imposed by a victor or 
authority [0, lit., something dicuted. fr NL dictatum, fr L, neut of 
dhtatus, pp of dictare to dictate] 
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dilapidated /di'Iapidaytid/ adj decayed or fallen into partial ruin, esp 
through neglect or misuse [fr pp of dilapidate (to bnng to decay or partial 
rum), fr L dilapidatus, pp of dilapidare to squander, destroy, fr dis~ 
lapidate to throw stones, fr lapid-, lapis stone] - dilapidation 
/di.lapi'daysh(9)n/ n 

dilatation /,dib'taysh(3)n/ n la the condition of being stretched beyond 
normal dimensions <~ o/* the strnnach} b dilation 2 2 expanding or 
being expanded 3 a dilated part or formation - dllatational adj 
dilate /di'layt, die-/ vt to distend vi 1 to comment at length on or upon 
2 to become wide [ME dilaten, fr MF dilater, fr L diiataie, lit , to spread 
wide, fr dis- t latus wide - more at latitude] - dilatable adj, dilator 
/die'layto/ n, dilative adj, dilatability /die.layta'bibti/ n 
dilated adj expanded, widened - dilatedly adv, dilatednesa n 
diiation /di'laysh(3)n, die-/ n 1 dilating or being dilated 2 the stretching 
or enlarging of an organ or other part of the body 
dilatory /'dibt(3)n/ adj 1 tending or intended to cause delay 2 slow, 
tardy [LL dilatonus, fr L dilatus (pp of differre to postpone, difTer). fr 
dis- + latus, pp of ferre to carry - more at differ, tolerate] - dilatorily 
adv, dilatoriaeas n 

dildo /dildoh/ n, pi dildos an object serving as an artifiaal penis for 
inserting into the vagina [perh modif of It diletto delight] 
dilemma /di'lema, die-/ n 1 an argument in which an opponent's 
position is refuted by being shown to lead to 2 or more unacceptable 
alternatives 2 a situation involving choice between 2 equally unsatisfac- 
tory alternatives [LL, fr LGk dilemmat-, dilemma, prob back-formation 
fr Gk dilemmatos involving two assumptions, fr di- + lemmat-, lemma 
assumption - n^ore at lemma] - dilemmatic /.dib'matik, ,die-/ adj 
dilettante /4ili'tanti/ n, pi dilettanti /.dili'tanti/ dilettantes /-tiz/ a 
person with a superficial interest in an art or a branch of knowledge [It. 
fr prp of dilettare to delight, fr L delectare - more at ‘delight] - 
dilettante adj, dilettantish adj, dilettantism n 

diligence /'dilij(d)ns/ n steady application and effort [MF, fr L dili- 
genua, fr diligent-, diligens] 

diligent /'dilij(a)nt/ adj showing steady application and eflbrt [ME, fr 
MF, fr L diligent-, diligens, fr prp of dihgere to esteem, love, fr di- -f legere 
to select - more at legend] - diligently adv 
dill /dil/ n a European plant with aromatic foliage and seeds, both of 
which are used in flavouring foods (e g pickles) [ME dile, fr OE, akin to 
OHG mil dill] 

dilly /'dill/ n, NAm a remarkable or outstanding person or thing - infml 
[obs dilly, adj (delightful), alter, of delightful] 
dillydally /'dili.dali/ vi to waste time by loitenng; dawdle > mfml [redupl 
of dally] 

diluent /'dilyoo ant/ n or adj (an agent for) diluting [L diluent-, diluens, 
prp of diluere] 

'dilute /die'looht, -'lyooht/ vt 1 to make thinner or more liquid by adding 
another liquid 2 to diminish the strength or bnlliancc of by adding more 
liquid, light, etc 3 to attenuate [L dilutus, pp of diluere to wash away, 
dilute, fr di- 4 lavere to wash - more at lye] - dlluter, dilutor n, dilutive 
/-tiv/ adj, dilution /die'loohsh(a)n. -'lyooh-/ n 
’dilute adj weak, diluted - diluteness n 

diluvial /di'loohvyal, -vi-al/, diluvian Avyan, -vi an/ adj of or brought 
about by a flood [LL diluvialis, fr L diluvium deluge - more at 
deluge] 

'dim /dim/ adj -mm- 1 giving out a weak or insufficient light 2a seen 
indistinctly <a ^ shape loomed out of the fogj b characterized by an 
unfavourable or pessimistic attitude - esp in take a dim vkw of 3 not 
seeing clearly <rhe old man's eyes were > 4 lacking intelligence; stupid 

- infml [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG timber dark, Skt dhamati he blows] 

- dimly adv, dimness n 

’dim vb -mm- vt 1 to make dim 2 NAm dip 4 ~ w to become dim 
dime /diem/ n a coin worth '/,o of a US dolbr [ME, tenth part, tithe, 
fr MF, fr L decima, fr fern of decimus tenth, fr decern ten - more at 
ten] 

'dimanaion /di'mensh(a)n, di^ n la(l) extension in 1 direction (2) any 
of a group of parameters neceittry and sufficient to determine uniquely 
each element of a system of usu mathematical entities <(Ae surface of a 
sphere has 2 ^ s> b the size of extension in 1 or all directions c the range 
over which sthg extends; the scope > usu pi with smg. meaning d an aspect 
(gave a whole new ^ to the problem^ 2 any of the fundamental 
quantities, specif mass, length, and time, which combine to make a 
derived unit - usu pi (velocity has the of length divided by timey 

[ME, fr MF, fr L dimension-, dimensio, fr dimensus, pp of dimetiri to 
measure out, fV dis- -v metiri to measure - more at measure] - dimea* 


sional adj, dimensioiially adv, dimenaloalcM adj, diaienaioiiality 

/•,mensh(3)‘nabti/ n 

’dimension vt to indicate the dimensions on (a drawing) 
dimer /'diems/ n a compound formed by the union of 2 radicals or 2 
molecules of a simpler compound [ISV di- + -mer (as in polymer)] - 
dimerize vt, dimeric /die'merik/ adj, diaierizatioB /.die- 
msric'zaysh(s)n/ n 

dimerous /dirndras/ adj, of an insect or plant part consisting of 2 parts 
[NL dimenis, fr L di- + NL -merus -merous] - dimerism n 
dimethyl- /diemethil-, -mee-, -thiel/ comb form containing 2 methyl 
groups in the molecular structure 

dimethyltryptamine /.diemethirtnpbmeen.-mee-, -thiel-/ an easily 
synthesized hallucinogenic drug [dimethyl- f tryptophan + amine] 
diminieh /di'minish/ vt 1 to make or cause to appear less 2 to lessen 
the reputation of, belittle ^ vi to become gradually less; dwindle [ME 
deminishen, alter, of diminuen, fr MF diminuer, fr LL diminuere, alter, 
of L deminuere, fr de 4 minuere to lessen - more at minor] - diminiah- 
able adj, diminiahment n 

di'minithad adj, of a musical interval made a semitone less than perfect 
or minor (a ^ filthy 

di.minithod ro.aponii'bility n limitation of a person’s criminal 
responsibility due to mental abnormality or instability 
di,minishing ra'turnt /diminishing/ n pla rate of yield that beyond 
a certain point fails to increase in proportion to additional investments of 
labour or capital 

diminuendo /dj.minyoo'endoh/ n, adv, or adj, pi diminncBdos (a musi- 
cal passage played) with a decrease in volume music [It, ht., 
diminishing, fr LL diminuendum, gerund of diminuere] 
diminution /.dimi'nyoohsh(d)n/ n a duninishing or decrease [ME 
diminucioun, fr MF diminution, fr ML diminution-, diminutio, alter, of 
L deminution-, deminutio, fr deminutus, pp of deminuere] - dimlaatioBal 
adj 

'diminutive /diminyootiv/ n a diminutive word, affix, or name [ME 
diminutif, fr ML diminutivum, alter of LL deminutivum, fr neut of 
deminutivus] 

’diminutive adj 1 indicating small size and sometimes lovablencss or 
tnviality - used in connection with affixes and words formed with them 
(e g duckling), with clipped forms (e g Jim), and with altered forms (e g 
Peggy) 2 exceptionally small; tiny - diminutively adv, diminutive- 
nets n 

dimieeory /di'misari/ adj 1 giving permission to be ordained in another 
bishop's diocese (a ^ lettery 2 granting leave to depart - fmi [ML 
dimissonus, fr LL, submitting a matter to a higher court, fr L dimissus, 
pp of dimittere to dismiss] 

dimity Adimiti/ n a corded cotton fabric woven with checks or stripes 
(alter of ME demyt, prob fr MGk dimitos of double thread, fr Gk di- + 
mitos warp thread] 

dimmer ^dima/ n a device for regulating the bnghtness of electric 
lighting [‘DIM 4 ‘-er] 

dimorphism /.die'mawfiz(3)m/ n the occurrence, combination, or exist- 
ence of 2 distinct forms- eg a the existence of 2 different forms of a 
species, distinguished by size, colour, etc b the existence of an organ (e g 
the leaves of a plant) in 2 different forms c crystallization of a chemical 
compound in 2 different forms [ISV] - dimorphic /-fik/, dimorphous 
adj 

'dimple /'dimpl/ n 1 a slight natural indentation in the cheek or another 
part of the human body 2 a depression or indentation on a surface [ME 
dympull, akin to OHG tumphilo whirlpool, OE dyppan to dip - more at 
dip] - dimply /'dimpli/ adj 
’dimple vb to mark with or form dimples 
dimwit AdioLwit/ n a stupid or mentally slow person - 
dim-witted /.- '-/ adj, dim-wittcdly /Vitidli/ adv, dim-wittsdudlW j^ 
'din /dm/ n a loud continued discordant noise [ME, fr OE dyne; AiWf 
ON dynr din, Skt dhvanati it roars] ^ 

’din vi -un- to make a din (the music ^ned in their ears) - diu into to 
instil into by perpetual repetition 

dinar /'dee.nah/ n (a coin or note representing) a money unit of certain 
Arab countries and Yugoslavia nationality dinar, fr Ok 
denarion denarius, fr L denarius] 

dine /dien/ vi to eat dinner ^ vt to entertain to dinner (wined and ^d 
us splendidlyy [ME dinen, fr OF diner, fr (assumed) VL di^unare to 
break one's fast, fr L dis- 4 LLjtgunare to fast, fr Ljrjunus fasting] - dhw 
off/on/upon to eat (sthg) as one’s meal, esp one's dinner 
diner /diena/ n 1 sby who is dining 2a NAm a small restaurant, often 
beside the road b chiefly NAm dining car 
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dinette /.die'net/ n a small (part of a) room set aside for eating meals in 
[dine + -effe] 

dingbats /'ding.bats/ n pi but smg or pi in constn Austr A NZ an attack 
of nervous anxiety - the; slang [ongin unknown] 

*dlngdong /'ding.dong/ n 1 the ringing sound produced by repeated 
strokes, esp on a bell 2 a rapid heated exchange of words or blows - infml 
[imit] 

Hiingdonga4/ lofor resembling the sound of a bell 2 with the advantage 
(e g in an argument or race) passing continually back and forth from one 
participant, side, etc to the other • infml 

dinghy /ding-gi/ n 1 a small boat oAen carried on a ship and used esp 
as a lifeboat or to transport passengers to and from shore 2 a small open 
sailing boat 3 a rubber life raft [Bengali diiigi ft Hindi dthgi] 
dingle /'ding'gl/ n a small narrow wooded valley [ME. abyss] 
dingo /'ding*goh/ n, pi dingoet a wild dog of Australia [native name in 
Australia] 

dingy /'dinji/ ndj t dirty, discoloured 2 shabby, squalid [ongin 
unknown] > dingily adv, dingioeis n 

'dining .car /'diening/ n a railway carriage where meals arc served 
dining room •, ,•/ o a room set aside for eating meals in 
dinitro* /.die'nietroh-/ comb form containing 2 nitro groups in the 
molecular structure 

dinkum /dingkam/ adj, Austr real, genuine - infml [prob fr E dial. 
dinkum, n (work)] 

dinky /'dingki/ adj 1 chiefly Br neat and dainty 2 chiefly NAm small, 
insignificant USE infml [Sc dink neat] 
dinner /dina/ n 1 (the fo^ eaten for) the principal meal of the day taken 
either in the evening or at midday 2 a formal evening meal or banquet 
[ME diner, fr OF. fr diner to dine] 

'dinner Jacket n a usu black jacket for men's semiformal evening 
wear 

'dinner ,ledy n, Br a woman who supervises children during mealtimes 
at Svhool 

dinoaeur /diena.saw/ n 1 any of a group of extinct, typically very large 
flesh- or plant-eating reptiles, most of which lived on the land; broadly 
any large extinct reptile 2 an organization or institution that is unwieldy 
and outdated (^Bntain*s industnal [deriv of Gk deinos terrible f 
sauroa lizard - more at dire, saurian] - diiKMauriaa /-'sawri-an/ adj or 
A. dinoMuric /-'sawnk/ adj 

dinothere /'diena.thb/ a any of a genus of extiflet mammals similar to 
elephants but with a pair of downward-directed tusks [NL Deanothenum, 
genus name, fr Ok deinos ^ NL -therium beast, animal, fr Gk therion, 
dim. of ther] 

dint /dint/ n [ME, stroke, bbw, fr OE dynt] - by diat of by means or 
application of 

dinucicotide /die'nyoohkli-atied/ n a nucleotide consisting of 2 units 
each composed of ribose or deoxyribose combined with a phosphate group 
and a nitrogen-containing base 

diocesan /xlie'osisan/ n a bishop having jurisdiction over a diocese 
diocsss /die-asis/ n the area under the jurisdiction of a bishop [ME 
diodse, fr MF, fr LL dheesis, alter, of dioecesis, fr L, administrative 
division, fr Gk dhikesis administration, administrative division, fr 
duHkein to keep house, govern, fr dia- + oikein to dwell, manage, fr oikos 
house - more at vicinity] - diocesan /die'osisan/ adj 
dioda /'die.ohd/ Ala t^rmionic valve having only an anode and a 
cathode 2 a semiconductor device having only 2 terminals [ISV] 
dioocloutt NAm also diedous /.die'eeshas/ adj having male and female 
reproductive organs in different individuals or plants - compare mon- 
oecious [deriv of Ok di- + oikos house] - diocdously adv, dloecism 
/-,siz(9)m/ n 

, pionysiac /4ie<3'niz(b)iak, -'ni8(h)-/ adj Dionysian [L dionystacus, fr 
dhnysiakos, fr Dionysos Dionysus] - Dtonysiae n 
DionyBlen /.die-»'niz(h)yan, -'nis(h)-/ adj of or relating to (the worship 
oO l>ionysus, the Greek god of wine 

di^tre, NAm chiefly diopter /4ie'opU/ a a unit of measurement of the 
refractive power of lenses equal to the reciprocal of the focal length in 
metres [diopter (an optical instrument), fr MF dioptre, fr L dioptre, fr 
Gk, fr dia- + opsesthiu to be going to see] 

dioptric /die'optrik/ a^j 1 refractive 2 produced by means of refraction 
[Ok dloptiikos of a diopter (instrument), fr dioptre] 
dioramg /jdMnimi/ Ala scenic repreienution in which an arti- 
ficiiUy,lit tranilucent painting is view^ through an opening 2i a 
thrae-^mettsionat reprefentatkm in which miniature modelled figures, 
bidklin^ etc are di^yed against a painted backgroidld b a life-size 
museum exhibit of an animal or bird in realistic naui^il surroundings 


against a painted background 3 a small-scale set used in films and 
television [F, fr dia- + -orama (as in panorama, fr E)] - dloramlc 
/-'ramik/ adj 

diorlte /die-ariet/ n a granular igneous rock commonly of acid feldspar 
and hornblende (F, irreg fr Gk dioriiein to distinguish, fr dia- + honzem 
to define - more at horizon] - dioritic /-'ntik/ adj 
dioxide /.die'oksied/ n an oxide containing 2 atoms of oxygen [ISV] 
'dip /dip/ vb -pp- vt la to plunge or immerse in a liquid (e g in order to 
moisten or dye) b to immerse (e g a sheep) in an antiseptic or parasite- 
killing solution 2 to lift up (water, grain etc) by scooping or ladling 3 to 
lower and then raise again a flag in salute^ 4 to lower (the beam of 
a vehicle's headlights) so as to reduce glare ^ vt la to plunge into a liquid 
and quickly emerge b to immerse sthg in a processing liquid or finishing 
material 2 to drop down or decrease suddenly 3 to reach inside or below 
sthg. esp so as to take out part of the contents - usu ^ in or into 4 to 
incline downwards from the plane of the honzon [ME dippen, fr OE 
dyppan, akin to OHG tupfen to wash. Lith dubus deep] - dip into 1 to 
make inroads into for funds <dipped into the family's savings^ 2 to read 
superficially or in a random manner (dipped into a book while he was 
waiting^ 

‘dip A 1 a bnef bathe for sport or exercise 2a a sharp downward course, 
a drop b the angle that a stratum or similar geological feature makes with 
a horizontal plane 3 the angle formed with the horizon by a magnetic 
needle rotating in the vertical plane 4 a hollow, depression Sa a sauce 
or soft mixture into which food is dipped before being eaten b a liquid 
preparation into which an object or animal may be dipped (e g for cleaning 
or disinfecting) 6 a pickpocket - slang 

dipeptide Adic'peptied/ n a peptide having 2 molecules of amino acid in 
its molecular structure 

diphese /'die.fayz/, diphasic /-'fayzik/ adj having 2 phases 
di.phenox,ylate .hydro'chioride /.diefe'noksilayt, -feen-/ n a drug 
used to treat the symptoms of diarrhoea - compare i oMorit [diphenoxy- 
late fr di- + phen- 4 ox- + -yl -ate] 

diphosgene /die'fosjecn/ n a liquid compound used as a poison gas in 
WWl [ISV] 

diphtheria /difthbri-a, dip-/ n an acute infectious disease caused by a 
bacterium and marked by fever and the formation of a false membrane, 
esp in the throat, causing diflicuity in breathing [NL, fr F diphtheric, fr 
Gk diphthera leather; fr the toughness of the false membrane] - diph- 
therial, diphtberian adj, diphtheritic /-tha'ntik/ adj, diphtheroid adj 
diphthong /'difthong, 'dip-/ Ala gliding monosyllabic vowel sound (e g 
/oy/ in toy) that starts at or near the articulatory position for one vowel 
and moves to or towards the position of another 2 a digraph 3 either of 
the ligatures ae or oe [ME diptonge, fr MF diptongue, fr LL dipthongus, 
fr Gk diphthongos, Fr di- 4 phthongos voice, .sound] - diphthongal 
/-'thong(g)l/ adj 

diphthong-ize, -ise /'difthong(g)iez, 'dip-/ vb to change into or pro- 
nounce as a diphthong - diphthongization /-'zaysh(3)n/ a 
diphy- /difi-/, diphyo- comb form double; bipartite <diphyoc/oA/> [NL, 
fr Gk diphy-, fr diphyes, fr di- 4 phyein to bnng forth - more at be] 
dipt-, diplo- comb form double; twofold (diplop/a) [Gk. fr diploos - more 
at double] 

dipiococcut /.diploh'kokas/ a, pi diplocooci /-kok(s)ie/ any of a genus 
of bactena that includes some serious pathogens [NL, genus name] - 
dipiococcal, diplococcic /-sik/ adj 

diplodocus /di'plodakas/ a any of a genus of very large plant-eating 
dinosaurs [NL, genus name, fr dipl- t Gli dokos beam, fr dekesthai, 
dechesthai to receive; akin to L decere to be fitting - more at decent] 
diploid /’diployd/ a or adj (a cell or organ^m) having double the basic 
number of chromosomes arranged in hdinologous pairs - compare 
haploid, polyploid 

diploma /di'plohma/ n 1 an official or stgte document 2 a document 
conferring some honour or privilege 3 (a certificate oQ a qualification, usu 
in a more specialized subject or at a lower le^l than a degree [L. passport, 
diploma, fr Gk diploma folded paper, passpon, fr diphun to double, fr 
diploos] 

diplo^oacy /di'plohmasi/ a 1 the art and practice of conducting inter- 
national relations 2 skill and tact in handling aflairs 
diplomat /’dipbmat/ a 1 one (eg an ambassador) employed in 
diplomacy 2 one skilled in dealing with people tactfully and adroitly [F 
diplomate, back-formation fr diplomatique] 

diplomat# /'dipb.mayt/ a one who holds a diploma [diploma 4 
•-afe] 

diplomatic /4ipb'matik/ adj 1 exactly reproducing the original <a 
edition j 2 of diplomats or international relations 3 employing tact and 
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conciliation [( 1 ) NL diphnutticus, fr L diplomat-, diploma-, ( 2 , 3 ) F 
diplomatique connected with documents regulating international rela- 
tions, fr NL diplomaticus] - diplonatically adv 
,diplo.matic im'munity n the exemption from local laws and taxes 
accorded to diplomatic staff abroad 

diplomatist /di'plohmatist/ n a person skilled or employed in 
diplomacy 

diplopia /di'plohpi a, -pya/ n a disorder of vision in which 2 images of 
a single object are seen because of unequal action of the eye muscles [NL] 

- diplopic /-pik/ adj 

diplopod /dipbipod/ n a millipede [denv of Gk dipl- pod-, pous foot 

- more at P(X)t] - diplopodous /dip'lopadas/ adj 

diplotana /'diploh.teen/ n a stage of meiotic cell division during which 
the paired chromosomes begin to separate [ISV] - diplotene adj 
dipole /'die.pohl/ n la a pair of equal and opposite electnc charges, or 
magnetic poles of opposite sign, separated by a small distance b a 
molecule having such charges 2 a radio aerial consisting of 2 honzontal 
rods in line, with their ends slightly separated [ISV] - dipole, dipolar 
A'pohb/ adj 

dipper /'dips/ n 1 sthg (e g a long-handled cup) used for dipping 2 any 
of several diving birds 3 cap, chiefly NAm a Dipper, Big Dipper ursa 

MAJOR b URSA MINOR ['DIP '-ER] 

dippy /'dipi/ crazy, eccentric - slang [perh alter of dipso, short for 
dipsomaniac] 

dipsomania /.dipsoh'maynya, -ni-a, .dipsa-/ n an uncontrollable craving 
for alcoholic dnnks [NL, fr Gk dipsa thirst ^ LL mama] - dipaomaniac 
n, dipaomaniaMi /-ma'me-aki/ adj 

dipstick /dip,stik/ n a graduated rod for measunng the depth of a liquid 
(e g the oil in a car's engine) 

dipteran /'diptaran/ n two-winged fly [denv of Gk dipteros] - 

dipteran adj 

dipterous /'diptaras/ adj 1 having 2 wings or winglike appendages 2 of 
the two-winged flies [NL dtpterus, fr Gk dipteros, fr di- h- pteron wing 

- more at feather] 

diptych /'diptik/ n 1 a 2-leaved hinged wnting tablet 2 a painting or 
carving done on 2 hinged panels and used esp as an altarpiece [LL 
diptycha, pi, fr Gk, fr ncut pi of diptychos folded in two, fr di- + ptyche 
fold] 

dire /die a/ adj 1 dreadful, awful 2 warning of disaster, ominous <a ^ 
forecast') 3 desperately urgent need) [L dtrus, akin to Gk demos 
temble, Skt dvesti he hates] - direly adv, direiicsa n 
'direct /di'rekt, die-/ vt la to mark (e g a letter or parcel) with a name 
and address b to address or aim (e g a remark) 2 to cause to turn, move, 
point, or follow a straight course <~ed her eyes heavenward) 3 to show 
or point out the way for 4 a to control and regulate the activities or course 
of b to control the organization and performance of; supervise <~ed the 
latest science fiction film) c to order or instruct with authonty (police 
^ed the crowd to move back) d to tram and usu lead performances of, 
specif, chiefly NAm to conduct the orchestra in a new work) ~ vi 
to act as director [MEdirecten, fr L directus, pp of dirigere to set straight, 
direct - more at dress] 

^direct adj la going from one point to another in time or space without 
deviation or interruption; straight b going by the shortest way (the ^ 
route) 2a stemming immediately from a source, cause, or reason 
result) b passing in a straight line of descent from parent to ofTspnng 
ancestor) 3 frank, straightforward 4 a operating without an intervening 
agency b effected by the action of the people or the electorate and not 
by representatives 5 consisting of or reproducing the exact words of a 
speaker or wnter speech) - compare indirect 4 6 diametric, exact 
(was a ^ contradiction of all he’d said before) 1 of a celestial body 
moving in the general planetary direction from W to E; not retrograde 
[ME, fr L directus, fr pp of dirigere] - directaeas n 
HlirtCt adv 1 from point to point without deviation; by the shortest way 
(wnte to him ^ > 2 without an intervening agency or stage 
direct action n action that seeks to achieve an end by the most 
immediately effective means («§ boycott or strike) 
direct current n an electric current flowing in 1 direction only; esp such 
a current that is substantially constant in value 
direct grant n, often cap DAG a grant of money given direct by the 
Department of Education and Science to certain British schools, which 
are obliged to admit a number of non-fee-paying pupils (a ^ schoof) 
direction /di'rek8h(3)n, die-/ n 1 guidance or supervision of action 2a 
the act, art, or technique of directing an orchestra, film, or theatrical 
production b a word, phrase, or sign indicating the appropriate tempo, 
mood, or intensity of a passage or movement in music 3 pi explicit 


instructions on how to do sthg or get to a place (read the on the 
packet) (asked for •^sto King’s Cross) 4a the line or course along which 
sby or sthg moves or is aimed (drove off in the ^ of London) b the point 
towards which sby or sthg faces (which - does this house face?) Sa a 
tendency, trend b a guiding or motivating purpose (had a new sense 
of -> 

directional /di‘reksh(3)nl, die-/ adj 1 of or indicating direction in space, 
e g a suitable for detecting the direction from which radio signals come, 
or for sending out signals in 1 direction only (a — aenal) b of or being 
a device that operates more efflciently in one direction titan in others 2 
relating to direction or guidance, esp of thought or effort - dkcctfonallty 
/-'abti/ n 

di'rection .finder n an aenal used to determine the direction of 
incoming radio waves 

'directive /di'rektiv, die-/ adj 1 serving to direct, guide, or influence 2 
serving to provide a direction 

^directive n an authontative instruction issued by a high-level body or 
official 

'di'rectly /-li/ adv 1 in a direct manner 2a without delay, immediately 
b soon, shortly 

directly conj, chiefly Br immediately afler, as soon as - infml 
di'rect .method n a method of foreign-language teaching, plaang the 
emphasis on oral work and minimal use of the student’s own language 
direct object n a grammatical object representing the pnmary goal or 
the result of the action of its verb (e g me in ‘he hit me’ and house in ‘we 
built a house') 

director /di'rekta, die-/ n 1 the head of an organized group or adminis- 
trative unit 2 a member of a governing board entrusted with the overall 
direction of a company 3 sby who has responsibility for supervising the 
artistic and technical aspects of a film or play - compare producer 3 a 
['DIRECT '-or] - dircctorabip n, directorial /di,rek‘tawri-al, direk-/ 
adj 

directorate /di'rektarat, die-/ n 1 the office of director 2 a board of 
directors (e g of a company) 

directory /drrekt(3)n, die-/ n 1 a book or collection of directions or 
rules, esp concerning forms of worship 2 an alphabetical or classified list 
(e g of names, addresses, telephone numbers, etc) [ML directonum, fr 
neut of LL directonus directonal, fr L directus, pp] 
direct proportion n a proportion of 2 vanables whose ratio is con- 
stant 

directrix /di'rektnks, die-/ n, pi directrixea /-tnksiz/ also directrices 
/-tnjsca./ a fixed curve by relation to which a conic section is desenbed 
MATHEMATICS [ML, fcm of LL director, fr L directus, pp] 
direct tex n a tax (e g mcome tax) exacted directly from the person, 
organization, etc on whom it is levied - compare indirect tax 
dirge /duhj/ n 1 a song or hymn of gnef or lamentauon, esp intended 
to accompany funeral or memonal ntes 2 a slow mournful piece of music 
[ME dinge, the OlTice of the Dead, fr the first word of a LL antiphon, 
fr L, imper of dingere] 

dirhem /dia’ham, da'ram/ n ' 3 /’ Libya, Morocco, Qatar. United Arab 
Emirates at nationai ity [Ar, fr L drachma drachma] 

'dirigible /'dinpbl, •'— / adj capable of being steered [L dingere] 
^dirigible n an airship [dirigible {balloon)] 

dirigisme /4ecree'zheezm(3) {Fr din^ism)/ n sute control of the 
economy and social institutions - chiefly derog [F, fr dinger to direct, fr 
L dingere] - dlrigiate /-'zhecst, {Fr -3151)/ a 4 t 
dirk /duhk/ n a long straight-bladed dagger, used esp by Scottish 
Highlanders [Sc durk] ^ 

dirndl Aduhndl/ n a full skirt with a tight waistband garment 
[short for G dimdikleid, fr G dial, dirndl girl 4 G kleid dress] 
dirt /duht/ n la excrement b a filthy or soiling substance (e g mud or 
gnme) c sby or sthg worthless or contemptible 2 ‘soil 2a 3a obscene 
pornographic speech or wnting b scandalous or malicious gossip \Jffltr 
dnt, fr ON; akin to OE dntan to defecate, L fona diarrhoea] 

,dirt 'cheap adj or adv (sold) at a very low price - infml 
'dirty Aduhti/ adj la not clean or pure; marked or contaminated with dirt 
b causmg sby or sthg to become soiled or covered with dirt jobs) 2a 
base, sordid (war /s a business) b unsportsmanlike, unfair 
players) c low, despicable triclis) 3 a indecent, obscene (^ lan- 
guage) b sexually illicit (a ~ weekend) 4 of weather rough, stonny 5 
of colour not clear and bright; dull (drab dirty-piak walls) 6 conveying 
resentment or disgust <gave him a - look) 7 produang considerable 
fallout bombs) - dirtily adv, dirdBcss n 
Hlirty vb to make or become dirty 

dia- /dis-/ ptefix la do the opposite of (a specified action) 
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<dis«stj6/is/i><diMppeHr> b depnve of, remove (sthg specified) from 
<diunn> <djsfneinter> c exclude or expel from <disba/-> 2 opposite or 
absence of <disarr8>'><disbe/ie/> 3 not <disa^/eea6/e><dis/io/ie$/> 4 
completely (^diyuinul} (^disgruntled} 5 dys- <dis/i//icr/an> [ME dts-, 
des-, fr OF & L, OF des~, dts-, fr L dts-, lit . apart; akin to OB te- apart. 
L duo two - more at two, (S) by folk etymology] 
diMbility /.disa'bibti/ n la the condition of being disabled, specif 
inability to do sthg (e g pursue an occupation) because of physical or 
mental impairment b sthg that disables, a handicap 2 a legal disqualifica- 
tion 

dfMble /dis'aybl/ vt 1 to deprive of legal nght, qualification, or capacity 
2 to make incapable or ineflective, esp to depnve of physical soundness; 
cripple - dteablement n 

disabuse /.disa'byoohz/ vt to free from a mistaken impression or 
judgment [F dessbuser, fr des- dis- abuser to abuse] 
disaccharide /.die'sakaned/ n any of a class of sugars (e g sucrose) that, 
on hydrolysis, yield 2 monosaccharide molecules 
'disadvantage /.disad'vahntij/ n l loss or damage, esp to reputation or 
finances 2a an unfavourable, inferior, or prejudicial situation (we were 
ata '^} b sby or sthg which causes one to be in an unfavourable condition 
or position; a handicap (her poor health is a great ~ to her} [ME 
disavauntage, fr MF desavantage, fr OF, fr des- + avantage advan- 
tage] 

‘disadvantage vt to place at a disadvantage 
.disadvantaged adj underpnvileged, esp socially 
disadvantageous /.disadvan'tayjas/ adj 1 prejudicial, unfavourable 2 
derogatory, disparaging - diaadvantageously adv, disadvantageous* 
seas n 

disaff act /.disa'fekt/ vt to alienate the affection or loyalty of - disalfec- 
UoB /-a'feksh(3)n/ n 

.disaffected adj discontented and resentful, esp towards authority 
disaffiliate /.disa'filiayt/ vb to end. or separate from, an affiliation or 
connection - disafflliatioa /-'aysh(a)n/ n 

disaffirm /.disa'fuhm/ vt to annul or repudiate (e g a legal settlement) 
- disafflnBaace n, diaaffiimation /.disafa'maysh(a)n, n 
disagree /.disa'gree/ vi 1 to be unlike or at variance 2 to differ in 
opinion - usu *■ with 3 to have a bad effect - usu + with (fried foods 
^ with me} [ME dtsagneen, fr MF desagreer, fr des- k- agreer to 
agree) 

disagreeable /disa'gree abi/ act/ 1 unpleasant, objectionable 2 peevish, 
ill-tempered - diaagreeableness n, disagreeably adv, disagreeabillty 
A'bibti/ n 

.disa'greement /-mant/ n 1 a lack of correspondence; a disparity 2 a 
difference of opinion; an argument [disaoref + -ment] 
disallow /.disa'Iow/ vt to refuse to admit or recognize > disallow- 
•ace n 

disambiguate /.disam'bigyoo.ayt/ vt to remove (possible) ambiguity 
from (e g a phrase or sentence) - disambiguation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 
disannul /.disa'nul/ vt to annul, cancel 

disappear /.disa'pb/ vi l to pass from view suddenly or gradually 2 to 
cease to be or to te known 3 to leave or depart, esp secretly - infml - 

disappaaraace n 

disappoint /xlisa'poynt/ vt to fail to meet the expectation or hope of; 
also to sadden by so doing [MF desapointser, fr des- dis- i- apointier to 
arrange - more at appoint] - disappoiating adj, disappointingly adv 
,disap*pointed adj defeat^ in expecution or hope; thwartet^ - dis- 
appointedly adv 

.disap'pointment /-mant/ n 1 disappointing or being disappointed 2 
sby or sthg that disappoints 

disapprobation /.dis 4 pra'baysh(a)n/ n disapproval - fml 
disapproval /idisa'proohvfa)!/ n unfavourable opinion; censure 
disopprova /xlua'proohv/ vt to refuse approval to; reject ^ vt to have 
express an unfavourable opinion of - diaapprover n, disapprovingly 
adv 

disarm /dtt'ahm/ vf la to deprive of a weapon or weapons b to depnve 
of a means of attack or defence c to make (e g a bomb) harmless, esp by 
removing a fuse or warhead 2 to dispel the hostility or suspicion of ^ vi 
1 to by aside arms 2 to reduce or abolish weapons and armed forces [ME 
desarmen, fr MF desarmer, fr OP, fr des- ^ armer to arm] - disarmaiiient 
/-mamant/ Ji 

disarming /dbahming/ adj albying criticum or hostility - dbarmingly 
adv 

disarranga. /disa’rayi^ vt to disturb the arrangement or order of - 
'disarray /^isa'ray/ ji a lack of order or sequence; disorder 


‘disarray vt to throw or pbce into disorder [ME disarayen, fr MF 
desarroyer, fr OF desareer, fr des- + areer to array] 
disarticulate /.disah'tikyoolayt/ vb to (cause to) become disjointed - 
disarticulation /-'layshfajn/ n 

disassamble /.disa'sembl/ vt to take (e g a machine) apart - disassem- 
bly n 

disassociate /,dis9'sohs(h)iayt/ vt to dissociate - disassociatlon 
/-'aysh(3)n/ n 

disaster /di'zahsta/ n 1 a sudden event bnnging great damage, loss, or 
destruction; broadly an unfortunate occurrence 2 a failure (was a 
complete as a teacher} - infml [MF &. Olt; MF desastre, fr Olt 
disastro, lit., unfavourable aspect of a star, fr dis- (fr L) + astro star, fr 
L astrum - more at asiral] - disastrous /-tras/ adj, disastrously adv 
di'saster ,area n an area officially declared to te the scene of a disaster 
and therefore qualified to receive emergency loans and supplies 
disavow AdisaVow/ vt to deny knowledge of or responsibility for, 
repudiate - fml (ME desavowen, fr MF desavouer, fr OF, fr des- dis- + 
avouer to avow] - disavowal n 

disband /distend/ vb to (cause to) break up and separate, disperse [MF 
desbander, fr des- ^ bande band] - disbandment n 
disbar /disteh/ vt to depnve (a barrister) of the right to practise, expel 
from the bar - disbarment n 

disbalief /.disbi'leef/ n mental rejection of sthg as untrue 
disbelieve /,disbt'lecv/ vb to reject or withhold belief (in) -- dis- 
believer n 

disbud /.disTiud/ vt -dd- to remove (superfluous) buds from (e g a plant), 
esp m order to improve the quality of blotim 
disburden /dis'buhd(3)n/ vt to unburden - disburdenment n 
disburse /dis'buhs/ vt 1 to pay out, esp from a fund 2 to make a 
payment in settlement of, defray - fml [MF deshourser, fr OF desboner, 
fr des- ^ borser to gel money, fr borse purse, fr ML bursa - more at 
purse] - dbbursement n, disburser n 
disc, NAm chiefly disk /disk/ n la a thin flat circular object b an 
apparently flat figure or surface (c g of a planet) (the solar - > 2 any of 
various round flat anatomical structures, esp any of the cartilaginous discs 
between the spinal vertebrae (suffenng from a slipped -3" 
ANA 10 MY 3 a gramophone record 4 disk la 5 any of the sharp-edged 
concave circular cutting blades of a harrow [L discus ~ more at dish] 
discs Iced /dis'kalst/ adj, of a fnar or nun barefoot or wearing only 
sandals [part trans of L discalceatus, fr dis- i calceatus, pp of caJeeare 
to put on shoes, fr calceus shoe, fr calc-, caU heel] 

'discard /dis'kahd/ vt la to throw out (a playing card) from one’s hand 
b to play (any card from a suit different from the one led except a trump) 
when unable to follow suit 2 to get rid of as useless or superfluous vi 
to discard a playing card 

‘discard n 1 the act of discarding in a card game 2 sby or sthg discarded, 
esp a discarded card 

'disc .brake n a brake that operate^^ the fnction of a calliper pressing 
against the sides of a rotating disc -jT car 

discern /di'suhn/ vt 1 to detect with one of the senses, esp vision 2 to 
perceive or recognize mentally [ME discemen, fr MF discerner, fr L 
discemere to separate, distinguish between, fr dis- apart ^ cemere to sifl 
- more at dis-, cer rAiN] - discerner n, discernible also discernabie adj, 
discernibly adv 

discerning /di'suhnmg/ adj showing insight and understanding; dis- 
enminating - discerningly adv 

di'seernment /-mant/ n skill in discerning; keen insight [discern + 
-mentJ 

'discharge /dis'chahj/ vt la to unload b ts release from an obligation 
2a to shoot <~ a gun} b to release from csstody or care c to send or 
pour out; emit 3a to dismiss from employmgnt or service b to fulfil (c g 
a debt or obligation) by performing an appropriate action c to annul 
legally 4 to remove an electric charge from pr reduce the electric charge 
of ~ vi 1 to throw off or deliver a load, charge, or burden 2a of a gun 
to te fired b to pour out (fluid) contents 3 to lose or reduce an electric 
charge [ME dischargen, fr MF descharger, fr LL discarricare, fr L dts- 
+ LL carricafe to load - more at charge] - discbargeabla adj, dIschargN 
/-'jee/ a, diacharger n 

‘discharge Adlschahj, -'-/ n la the relieving of an obligation, accusation, 
or penalty b a certificate of release or payment 2 the act of discharging 
or unloading 3a legal release from confinement b an acquittal 4 the act 
or an instance of firing a missile or missiles (an artillery ^ > Sa a flowing 
or pouring out b sthg that is discharged or emitted (a purulent ^>6 
release or dismissal, esp from an office or employment 7a a usu brief flow 
of an electric charge through a gas, usu with associated light emission b 
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the conversion of the chemical energy of a battery into electrical 
energy 

'discharge .lamp n a lamp which contains gas or vapour at very low 
pressure and through which conduction causing luminosity takes place 
when a high potential difference is applied 
disciple /di'siepi/ n 1 one who accepts and assists in spreading another’s 
doctrines, a follower 2 any of the followers of Chnst during his life on 
earth, esp any of Chnst 's 12 appointed followers [ME, fr OE discipul A 
OF desciple, fr LL and L; LL discipulus follower of Jesus Chnst in his 
lifetime, fr L, pupil] - disclplcship n, diKipular /di'sipyoob/ adj 
disciplinarian /.disiplt'nean-an/ n one who enforces or advocates 
(stnct) discipline or order - disciplinarian adj 
disciplinary /.disi'plinan/ adj 1 of or involving discipline; corrective 
action'^ 2 of a particular field of study 
'discipline /'disiplin/ n 1 a fleld of study 2 training of the mind and 
character designed to produce obedience and self-control 3 punishment, 
chastisement 4a order obtained by enforcing obedience (e g in a school 
or army) b self-control 5 a system of rules governing conduct [ME, fr 
MF A L; MF. fr L disciplina teaching, learning, fr discipulus pupil] - 
disciplinal /-.plinl/ adj 

’discipline vt 1 to punish or penalize for the sake of discipline 2 to tram 
by instruction and exercise, esp in obedience and self-control 3 to bnng 
(a group) under control troops') - disciplinable adj, discipliner n 
'disc .jockey n one who introduces records of popular usu contemporary 
music (e g on a radio programme or at a discotheque) 
disclaim /dis'klaym/ vi to make a disclaimer ^ vr 1 to renounce a legal 
claim to 2 to deny, disavow [AF disclaimer, fr dis- i claimer to claim, 
fr OF darner] 

disclaimer /dis'klayma/ n 1 a denial of legal responsibility 2 a denial, 
repudiation [AF. fr disclaimer, vb] 

disclose /dis'kiohz/ vt 1 to expose to view 2 to make known, reveal to 
public knowledge [ME disclosen, fr MF desclos-, stem of desclore to 
disclose, fr ML disclaudere to open, fr L dis- f claudere to close - more 
at Vlose] - discloser n 

disclosure /dis'klohzha/ n 1 (an instance oO disclosing, an exposure 2 
sthg disclosed, a revelation 

disco /'diskoh/ n. pi discos 1 a collection of popular records together 
with the equipment for playing them 2 a discotheque - infml [short for 
discotheque] 

discography /di'skografi/ n 1 a descriptive list of gramophone records 
2 the study of reairded music [F discographie, fr disc- + -graphic 
-graphy] - discographer n, dtocographical /.diska'grafikl/ also disco< 
graphic adj, dlscographically adv 

discoid /'diskoyd/ adj resembling a disc or discus [LL discoides 
quoit-shaped, fr Gk diskoeid^, fr diskos disc] 
discolour /dislcub/ vb to (cause to) change colour for the worse; stain 
[ME discolouren, fr MF descolourer, fr LL discoloran, fr L discolor of 
another colour, fr dis- + color colour] > discoloration n 
discombobulata /.diskam'bobyoo.layt/ vt. NAm to upset, confuse 
[prob alter, of discompose] 

discomfit /dis'kumfit/ vt 1 to frustrate the plans of; thwart 2 to cause 
perplexity and embarrassment to; disconcert [ME discomfiten, fr OF 
descent, pp of desconfire, fr des- + confire to prepare - more at cx)MFIt] 
- diaconflture /-ftcha/ n 

'discomfort /dis'kumfat/ vt to make uncomforUble or uneasy [ME 
discomforten, fr MF desconforter, fr OF, fr des- i- conforter to com- 
fort] 

’discomfort n (sthg causing) mental or physical unease 
discompose /.diskam'pohz/ vt to destroy the composure of - firtl - 
discomposure /-'pohzha/ n 

disconcort /.diskan'suht/ vt to disturb the composure of; fluster [obs F 
disconcerter, alter, of MF descoacerter, fr de»- 'V concerter to concert] - 
disconcerting adj, disconcertingly adv 

disconnect /.diskahiekt/ vt to sever the connection of or between; specif 
CUT OFF 7B - disconnection A'neksh(a)n/ n 
.discon'nected adj disjointed^coherent - disconnectedly adv, discon- 
nectedness a 

disconsolate /dis'konsobt/ a4i dejected, downcast [ME, fr ML discon- 
solatua, frL dis- -v consolatus, pp of consolari to console] > disconsointely 
adv, disconsointeneas n. disconsolstlon /x)ia,koni3'laysh(a)Q/ n 
'discontent /.diskan'tent/ n 1 lack of contentment; dissatisfaction 2 one 
who is discontented; a malcontent 
Hllscontent vt to make discontented 
.discontented abo discontent $4i restlessly unhappy; dissatisfled 
.discontentment Ament/ n discontent 1 


discontinue /.diskan'tinyooh/ vt to cease, stop; specif to cease pro- 
duction of Ohis line has been '-d) to come to an end [ME 
discontinuen, fr MF discontinuer, fr ML discontinuare, fr L dis- * 
continuare to continue] - discontinnance n 

discontinuous /.diskan'tinyoo-as/ adj lacking sequence, coherence, or 
continuity - diacontinnonsly adv, discontinuity /.diskonti'nyooh-ati/ n 
discord /’diskawd/ n 1 lack of agreement or harmony: conflict 2s 
dissonance b a harsh unpleasant combination of sounds [ME discorde, 
denv of L discord-, discors discordant, fr dis- + cord-, cor heart - more 
at heart] 

discordsnt /dis'kawd(a)nt/ adj 1 disagreeing; at variance 2 relating 
to a discord; dissonant < ~ tones) - discordance, dfscordascy n, discord- 
antly adv 

discotheque /'diska.tek/ n a nightclub for danang to usu recorded 
music [F discotheque, fr disque disc, record ^ -o- + -thique (as in 
bibliotheque library)] 

'discount /diskownt/ n a reduction made from the gross amount or value 
of sthg' e g a a reduction in the pnee of goods, accorded esp to special 
or trade customers b a reduction in the amount due on a bill (rf exchange, 
debt, etc when paid promptly or before the specifled date - at a discoBBt 
below the usual price 

’discount /'diskownt; sense 2 dis'kownt/ vt la to make a deduction from, 
usu for cash or prompt payment b to sell or offer for sale at a discount 
c to buy or sell (a bill of exchange) before matunty at below the stated 
price 2a to leave out of account as unimportant, unreliable, or irrelevant; 
disregard b to underestimate the importance of; minimize 3 to take (e g 
a future event) into account in present arrangements or calcubtions 
[modif of F decompter, fr OF desconter, fr ML discomputare, fr L dis- 
f computare to count - more at 'count] - dlacouatable /-'—/ at^ 
discountenance /dis'kownt(a)nans/ vt 1 to abash, disconcert 2 to 
discourage by showing disapproval - fml 

discourage /dis'kunj/ vt 1 to depnve of confidence; dishearten 2a to 
hinder, deter from b to attempt to prevent, esp by showing disapproval 
[MF descorager, fr OF descoragier, fr des- dis- -v corage courage] - 
discouragemeBt n 

'discourse /'diskaws/ n 1 a ulk, conversation 2 (orderly expression of 
ideas in) a formal speech or piece of writing [ME discours, fr ML A LL 
discursus; ML. argument, fr LL, conversation, fr L. act of running about, 
fr discursus, pp of discurrere to run about, fr dis- 4 currere to run - more 
at car] 

’discourse /'-, --/ vi l to express one's ideas in speech or writing 2 to 
talk, converse USE usu 4 on or upon - diicoarser n 
discourteous /disltuhtyas, -'kaw-, -ti-ss/ adj rude, impolite - diacosr- 
teoualy adv, tUscottiteouascas n 

discourtesy /dis'kuhtasi, -Icaw-/ n (an instance oQ rudeness; (an) 
incivility 

discover /di'skuva/ vt 1 to obtain sight or knowledge of for the first time 
2 to make known or visible - fml [ME discoveren, fr OF descovrir, fr LL 
discoopenre, fr L dis- f coopenre to cover - more at cover] - diaoover- 
able adj, discoverer n 

discovery /di'skuv(9)ri/ n la the act or an mstance of discovering or 
revealmg b an obligatory disclosure of documents or facts by a party to 
a legal action 2 sby or sthg discovered 
'discredit /dis'kredit/ vf 1 to refuse to accept as true or accurate 2 to 
cast doubt on the accuracy, authonty, or reputation of 
’discredit n 1 (sby or sthg causing) loss of credit or reputation 2 loss of 
belief or confidence; doubt 

discreditable /dislireditobl/ adj bnnging discredit or disgrace > dii- 
creditably adv 

discreet /di'skreet/ adj 1 judicious in speech or conduct; esp capable of 
maintaining a prudent silence 2 unpretentious, modest (jihe house wa$ 
furnished with ^ elegance) [ME. fr MF discret, flr ML discretus, tTU 
pp of discemere to separate, distinguish between - more at discern) - 
discreetly adv, discreetsem n 

discrepant /di'skrep(9)nt/ atfj disagreeing; at variance [L discrepanl-, 
discrepans, pip of discrepare to sound discordantly, fr dis- -v crepare to 
rattle, creak - more at 'raven] - diacrcpascy n, diacrepaatly adv 
discrete /di'skreet/ adj 1 individually distinct 2 consisting of dittinct 
or unconnected elements [ME, fr L discrefus] - discretely adv, di a cTete 
seM n 

discretion /di'skresh(»>n/ fl 1 the quality of being diacreei 2 the ability 
to make responsible decisions 3s individu^ choice or judgment <ied die 
decision to his b power of free decision within legal bounds <reacbed 
theageof '-') 
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discretionary /di*8kresh(9)iiri/ adj 1 left to or exercised at one's own 
discretion powetsy 2 subject to the discretion of another 
discriminant /di'skrimmant/ n a mathematical expression providing a 
criterion for the behaviour of another more complicated expression, 
relation, or set of relations 

discriminata /di'sknmi.nayt/ vt to distinguish (e g objects or ideas) by 
noting differences good from bady ^ vt la to make a distinction 

between Act and fancy} b to show good judgment or discernment 2 to 
treat sby differently and esp unfavourably on the grounds of race, sex, 
religion, etc [L discnminatus, pp of discnmtnare, fr discnmm-, dtscnmen 
distinction, fr discemcre to distinguish between - more at discern] - 
dincriaiinator n 

discriminating /di'skrimi.nayting/ adj 1 discerning, judicious 2 dis- 
criminatory - dlacriniaatingly adv 

discrimination /di 3 krimi'naysh(a)n/ n 1 the act or process of respond- 
ing to different sensory stimuli in different ways 2 discernment and good 
judgment, esp in matters of taste 3 prejudicial treatment (e g on the 
grounds of race or sex) [discriminate + -ion] - diacrimlnatioaal adj 
diacriminativa /di'skriminativ/ adj discriminatory 
discriminatory /di'skrimin9t(a)ri/ adj showing esp unfavourable dis- 
crimination <a law) > dlacrimiiiatorlly adv 
dlscursiva /di'skuhsiv, -u\/ adj 1 passing usu unmethodically from one 
topic to another; digressive 2 proceeding by logical argument or reason 
[ML discursivust fr L discursus, pp of discarrere to run about - more at 
discourse] • diacorflTely adv, diicunivenen n 
discus /'diskas/ n, pi diacuaea (the athletic field event involving the 
throwing of) a solid disc, between 180mm and 219mm (about 7 to 9in) 
in diameter, that is thicker in the centre than at the edge [L - more at 
dish] 

discuss /di'skus/ vt to consider or examine (a topic) in speech or wnting 
[ME discussen, fr L discussus, pp of discutere, fr dis- apart 4 quatere to 
shake] - diiciiaaable, diacuaaible adj 

discussion /di*skush(9)n/ n (an instance oO consideration of a question 
in open debate or conversation 

'disdsin /dis'dayn/n contempt for sthg regarded as worthless or insignifi- 
cant; scorn [ME desdeyne, fr OF desddgn, fr desdeignier] 

■disdsin vt \io regard with disdain 2 to refuse or abstain from because 
of disdain (jshe ^ ed fo answer him} [ME desdeynen, fr MF desdeignier, 
fr (assumed) VL disdtgnare, fr L dh- + dignare to deign - more af 
deign] 

dis'dsinful /-f(3)l/ adj feeling or showing disdain > disdainfully adv, 
dlsdaiafalBcsa n 

, disssss /di'zeez/ n 1 a condition of (a part of) a living animal or plant 
^ body that impain the performance of a viul function; (a) sickness, malady 

2 a harmful or corrupt development, situation, condition, etc <r/ie ^ of 
pr^udice} [ME disese uneasiness, sickness, fr MF desaise, fr des- dis- 4 
aise ease] - diaa a aa d adj 

diseconomy /.disi'konami/ n 1 a lack of economy 2 (a factor respon- 
sible for) an increase in costs 

dieombarfc /.disim'bahk/ vb to (cause to) alight from a ship, plane, etc 
[MF desembarquer, fr des- 4 embarquer to embark] - disembarkation 
/ 4 i 8 imbah*kaysh( 9 )n, -em-/ n 

dhMmbody /^isimlxidi/ vt to divest of a body or matenal existence 
diaomboguo /.disim'bohg/ vb, of a stream, nver, etc to pour (itselO 
forth (as 10 from a channel - fml [modif of Sp desembocar, fr des- dis- 
(fr L dis*) 4 embocar to put into the mouth, fr en in (fr L in) f boca 
mouth, fr L bucca - more at pock] 

diaembowel /.disim'bowdl/ vt to remove the bowels or entrails of; 
eviscerate • diaembowclmmrt n 

diecmbroll /.disim'broyl/ vt to free from a confused or entangled sute 
or rituation 

,jitMnehant /4isin'chahnt/ vr to rid of an illusion [MF desenchanter, 
tr dea- 4 enchanter to enchant] - disenebantar n, diaenchantiiig adj, 
dlKdchaadiigly adv, dfacnchintaMBt n 

dlaancumbcr /^isinlcumba/ vr to free from an encumbrance [MF 
deaeneombrer, ft des- + enoombrer to encumber] 
disendow /riisin'dow/ vt to strip of an endowment - dismidow- 
maadtt 

dlaonf ranchlM /,di8inYrahiichiez, -fran-/ vt to deprive of a franchise 
or right; esp to deprive (8by)of the right to vote,'or (a place) of the right 
to send nepreaentatives to an elected body - disenllnuichifemeiit 
/-Yrahnchizmmt, -fran*, -.chiezmant/ n 

dlaongggg/^iiiBlCiayj/ vr 1 to release or detach from sthg that engages 
orcntaaiilm 2 mfeaK>ve (eg troops) from combat areas 'vvi Itodetach 
or release oneself; specif, esp of troops to withdraw 2^to move one’s 


fencing sword to the other side of an opponent’s sword in order to attack 
[F disengager, fr MF, fr des- 4 engager to engage] - disengagement n 
dlncntail /.disin'tayl/ vt to free (an estate) from entail 
dinantanglc /,disin'tang-gl/ vb to (cause to) become free from entangle- 
ments: unravel - disentanglement n 

diaaquilibrium /.diseekwi'libri-am, -ekwi-/ n loss or lack of equilib- 
rium 

diaaatablish /.disrstablish/ vt to deprive (esp a national church) of 
established status > dlaeatablishment n 
'disfavour /dis'fayva/ n 1 disapproval, dislike 2 the sUte of being 
disapproved of </c// into ~ > [prob fr MF desfaveur, fr des- dis- 4 faveur 
favour, fr OF favor] 

Hlitfavour vt to regard or treat with disfavour 
disfigura /disTiga/ vt to spoil the appearance or quality of; mar [ME 
disfiguren, fr MF desfigurer, fr des- 4 figure] - disfigurement n 
disfranchise /dis'frahnchiez, -Tran-/ vf to disenfranchise - diafran- 
cbiacment /disTrahnchizmant, -Tran-, -.chiezmant/ 
disfrock /disTrok/ vt to unfrock 
dis’function /disTungksh( 9 )n/ n dysfunction 
disgorge /dis'gawj/ vt la to discharge with force; specific vomit b to 
give up on request or under pressure 2 to discharge the contents of (e g 
one’s stomach) v/ to discharge contents (where the nver ~s into the 
sea} [MF desgorger, fr des- + gorge throat] 

'disgrace /dis'grays/ vt 1 to bnng reproach or shame to 2 to cause to 
lose favour or standing 

‘disgrace n la loss of favour, honour, or respect; shame b the state of 
being out of favour (she's in 2 sby or sthg shameful (his manners 
area [MF, fr Olt disgrazia, fr dis- (fr L) 4 grazia grace, fr L gratia 

- more at grace] 

dis'gracefui /-f(a)i/ adj shameful, shocking - disgracefully adv. dis- 
gracefulness n 

disgruntled /dis'gmntld/ adj aggneved and dissatisfied [fr pp of 
disgruntle (to aggneve), fr dis- 4 gruntle (to grumble), fr ME gruntlen, 
freq of grunt] 

'disguise /dis'giez/ vt 1 to change the appearance or nature of in order 
to conceal identity <*>*d himself as a tramp; 2 to hide the true state or 
character of [ME disgisen, fr MF desguiser, fr OF, fr des- 4 guise] - 
dlsguisedly /-zidli/ adv, dlsguisement n 
‘disguise n 1 (the use of) sthg (e g clothing) to conceal one’s identity 2 
an outward appearance that misrepresents the true nature of sthg <a 
blessing in '^> 

'disgust /dis'gust/ n strong aversion aroused by sby or sthg physically or 
morally distasteful 

‘disgust vt to arouse repugnance or aversion in [MF desgouster, fr des- 
dis- 4 goust taste, fr Lgustus; akin to Lgustare to taste - more at choose] 

- difgusted adj, disgustedly adv 

'dish /dish/ n la a shallow open often circular or oval vessel used esp for 
holding or serving food; broadly any vessel from which food is eaten or 
served b a dishful c pi the utensils and tableware used in preparing, 
serving, and eating a meal (wash the es) 2 a type of food prepared in 
a particular way (a delicious meat ) 3 sthg resembling a dish in shape, 
eg a a directional aerial, esp for receiving radio or television ti^s- 
missions or microwaves, having a concave usu parabolic reflector — ^ 
TELEVISION b a hollow or depression 4 an attractive person - infml [ME, 
fr OE disc plate; akin to OHG tisc plate,, table; both fr a prehistonc 
WGmc word borrowed fr L discus quoit, disc, dish, fr Gk diskos, fr dikein 
to throw] 

‘dish vt \ to make concave like a dish 2 ckitefly Br to rum or spoil (e g 
a person or his/her hopes) - infml 
dishabille /.disa'beel/ n deshabille 

disharmony /dis'hahmani/ n lack of harSiony; discord - diibarmoni- 
ouf /.dishah'mohnyss, -ni>9s/ adj 
dishcloth /-Jcloth/ n a cloth for washing or drying dishes 
dishearten /dis'haht(9)n/ vt to cause to lose enthusiasm or morale; 
discourage - disheartening atfj, disheartenlagly adv, disheartenment n 
dishM /disht/ adj 1 concave 2 of a pair of vehicle wheels fixed so as 
to be nearer together at the bottom than the top 
disheveK/di'ihevl/ vt -II- (NAm -1-, -U-), /di'shevl-ing/ to make untidy 
or disordered [beck-formation fr dishevelled] 
di'shevelled, NAm chiefly diaheTeled a^, esp of a person's hair or 
appearance unkempt, untidy [ME discheveled, part trana of MF 
descheveli, fr pp of descheveier to disarrange the hair, fr des- 4 chevel 
hair, fr L capWus] 

'dishful /-f(9)l/ n the amount a dish contains or will hold 
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dithonett /dis'onist/ adj not honest, truthful, or sincere [ME, fr MF 
deshoneste, fr des- + honeste honest] - diibonestiy adv 
dishonesty /dis'onisti/ n (an instance oO lack of honesty or integnty 
'dishonour /dis'ona/ n 1 (sby or sthg causing) loss of honour or 
reputation 2 a state of shame or disgrace [ME, fr OF deshonor, fr des- 
+ honor honour] 

’dishonour vt 1 to treat in a degrading or disrespectful manner 2 to bring 
shame on 3 to refuse to accept or pay (e g a cheque) 
dishonoursbls /dis'on(3)r3bl/ adj base, shameful - dishonourably 
adv 

dish out vt to give or distnbute freely (^always dishing out advice^ - 
infml 

dish up vt 1 to put (a meal, food, etc) onto dishes, serve 2 to produce 
or present (e g facts) (has been dishing up the same lessons for yearsy - 
infml VI to put food onto dishes ready to be eaten (Vm dishing up 
nowy 

'dish,washsr /-.wosha/ n a person or electncal machine that washes 
dishes 

'dish, water A.wawta/ n water in which dishes have been washed 
dishy /'dishi/ adj, chiefly Br, of a person attractive - infml ['dish 4 
+ .y] 

'disillusion /.disriooh7.h(3)n, -'lyooh-/ n the state of being disillu- 
sioned 

’disillusion vt to reveal the usu unpleasant truth (e g about sby or sthg 
admired) to, disenchant - disilluaionment n 

.disil'lusioned adj bitter or depressed as a result of having been disillu- 
sioned (feehnf tery ^ with government policiesy 
disincentive /,disin‘sentiv/ n sthg that discourages action or efTort, a 
deterrent 

disinclination /,disingkli'naysh(a)n/ n (an) unwillingness to do sthg; 
mild dislike 

disinclined /.disin'khend/ adj unwilling 

disinfect /.dism'fekt/ vt to cleanse of infection, esp by destroying 
harmful microorganisms [MF desmfecter, fr des- + infecter to infect] - 
disinfection /•'feksh(a)n/ n 

disinfectant /.di$in'fekt(a)nt/ n a chemical that destroys harmful 
microorganisms 

disinfest /.disin'fest/ vf to rid of insects, rodents, or other pests - 
disinfestation /.disinfe'staysh(3)n/ n 

disinflation /,di$in'naysh(3)n/ n a reduction of inflation without the 
general reduction in economic activity associated with deflation - disin- 
flationary adj 

disingenuous /.dism'jenyoo as/ adj insincere, also falsely frank or naive 
in manner - disingenuously adv, disingenuousness n 
disinherit /.disin'herit/ vt to dcpnve (an heir) of the right to inhent; 
broadly to depnve of a special nght or pnvilege ~ disinheritance n 
disintegrate /dis'mtigrayt/ vt 1 to break up into fragments or constitu- 
ent elements 2 to destroy the unity or cohesion of ~ kt 1 to break into 
fragments or constituent elements 2 to lose unity or cohesion 3 esp of 
a nucleus to undergo a change in composition (e g by emitting radioactive 
particles or dividing into smaller units) - disintegrator n. disintegratiTe 
/-.graytiv/ adj, disintegration /-'graysh(a)n/ n 

disinter /.disin'tuh/ vt 1 to remove from a grave or tomb 2 to bring to 
light; unearth - disinterment n 

disinterest /dis'intrest, -trast/ n 1 lack of interest; apathy - disapproved 
of by some speakers 2 lack of self-interest; disinterestedness 
dis'interested adj 1 uninterested - disapproved of by some speakers 2 
free from selfish motive or interest; impartial - disinterestedly adv, 
disintercstednen n 

disinvestment /4isin'veatmant/ n reduction or termination of invest- 
ment, esp by realizing assets or not replacing capital equipment 
disjoin /dis'joyn/ vb to (cause to) become detached [MF desjomdre, fr 
L disjungere, fr dis- jungere to join - more at yoke] 
disjoint /dis'joynt/ vt- 1 to disturb the orderly arrangement of 2 to take 
apart at the joints 

dis'Jointed adj lacking orderly adquence; incoherent - digjointedly adv, 
dlgjointedsesa n 

disjunct Adisjunght/ n an adverbial linguistic form (eg frankly in 
'frankly, I'm annoyed') that expresses an evaluation of what is said 
[di^iuicf, adj (separate* discontinuous), fr L di^unctus, pp of disjun- 
gere] 

disjunction /dis'jungksh(a)n/ n 1 (a) cleavage, separation 2a inclus- 
ive DISJUNCTION h EXCLUSIVE DISJUNCTION 
'disjunctive /dis'jungktiv/ n a disjunctive conjunction - see 'disjunc- 
tive lb 


’disjunctive adj la being, belonging to. or characterizing a logical 
disjunction b expressing an alternative or opposition between the mean- 
ings of the words connected (e g in the question ‘Is he old or young?’, or 
IS a disjunctive conjunction) 2 marked by breaks or separation - fml - 
disjunctively adv 

disk /disk/ fi la Br also disc a round flat plate crated with a magnetic 
substance on which data for a computer is stored computer b disk, 
disk pack a computer storage device consistmg of a stack of disks rotating 
at high speed, each disk having its own head to read and wnte data 
COMPUTER 2 chie/7yNA/n a disc 
'dislike /dis'lick/ vt to regard with dislike 
’dislike n (an object oO a feeling of aversion or disapproval 
dislocate /'disb.kayt/ vt 1 to put out of place, esp to displace (e g a bone 
or joint) from normal connection 2 to put (plans, machinery, etc) out of 
order; disrupt [ML dislocatus, pp of dtslocare, fr L dis- + locate to 
locate] 

dislocation /.disb'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 displacement of 1 or more bones at 
a joint 2 a discontinuity in the lattice structure of a crystal 3 disruption 
of an established order or course [dislocate + -ion] 
dislodge /dis'loj/ vt to force out of or remove from a fixed or entrenched 
position [ME disloggen, fr MF desloger, fr des- + loger to lodge, fr l(^e 
lodge] 

disloyal /disloyal/ adj untrue to obligations or ties, unfaithful [MF 
desloial, fr OF. fr des- + lotal loyal] - disloyally adv, disloyalty n 
dismal /'dizm(a)l/ adj causing or expressing gloom or sadness [ME, fr 
dismal, n, days marked as unlucky in medieval calendars, fr AF, fr ML 
dies mall, lit , evil days] - disnmlly adv, dismalaess n 
dismantle /dis'mantl/ vt 1 to stnp of furniture, equipment, etc 2 to take 
to pieces [MF desmanteler, fr des- + mantel mantle] - disaustlc- 
ment n 

dismast /dis'mahst/ vt to remove or break off the mast of (a ship) 
'dismay /di'smay, diz-/ vt to fill with dismay [ME dismayen, fr 
(assumed) OF desmauer, fr OF des- + -matter (as in esmaiier to dismay), 
fr (assumed) VL -magare, of Gmc ongin] - dismayingly adv 
’dismay n sudden consternation or apprehension 
dis'member vt 1 to cut or tear off the limbs or members of 2 to divide 
up (e g a temtory) into parts [ME dismembren, fr OF desmembrer, fr 
des- ■¥ membre member] - dismemberment n 

dismiss /dis'mis/ vf 1 to allow to leave; send away 2 to remove or send 
away from employment or service 3a to put out of one's mind, reject as 
unworthy of senous consideration b to put out of judicial consideration, 
refuse a further heanng to (e g a court case) 4 to bowl out (a batsman 
or side) in cncket [modif of L dimissus, pp of dimittere, fr dis- apart + 
mittere to send - more at dis-, smite] - dismissal n, dismissiUe adj 
dismissive /dis'misiv/ adj disdainful 

dismount /dis'mownt/ vt to alight from a horse, bicycle, etc vf 1 to 
throw down or remove from horseback 2 to remove from a mounting 
[prob modif of MF desmonter, fr des- monter to mount] 
disobedient /.disa'beedi ant/ adj refusing or failing to obey [ME, fr MF 
desobedient, fr des- ■¥ obedient] - disobedience n. disobediently adv 
disobey /.disa'bay/ vb to fail to obey [ME disobeyen, fr MP desobar, 
fr des- + obeir to obey] 

disoblige /.disa'bliej/ vt 1 to go counter to the wishes of 2 to inconveni- 
ence [F dhobhger, fr MF, fr des- ^ obitger to oblige] 

'disorder /dis'awda/ vt 1 to throw into confusion or disorder 2 to disturb 
the good health of; upset 

’disorder n 1 bek of order; confusion 2 breach of the peace or public 
order (troubled times marked by social ^s> 3 an abnormal physical or 
mental condition; an ailment 

dis'orderly /-li/ la untidy, disarranged b unruly, violent 2 offensive 
to public order (charged with being drunk and ^ > - disorderlincas n 
disorderly house n a brothel 

disorgan-ixe,'-iae /dis'awganiez/ vt to throw into disorder or confusion 
[F desorganiser, fr d6s- dis- *■ organiser to organize] - diaorguintios 
/-’zaysh(3)n/ n 

dis'orgen-iied, -ised adj lacking coherence or system 
disorient /dis'awnent, -ant/ vt, chiefly NAm to disorientate [F des- 
onenter, fr des- dis- + onenter to orient, fr MF, fr orient, n] 
disorientate /dis'awri an.uyt/ W 1 to depnve of the normal sense of 
position, relationship, or identity 2 to confuse - diaorieatstioB 
/-'taysh(a)n/ n 

disown /dis'ohn/ vt 1 to refuse to acknowledge as one's own 2 to 
repudiate any connection with 

disparage /di'sparij/ vt to speak slightingly of; belittle [ME disparagen 
to degrade by marriage below one's class, discredit, fr MF desparagier to 
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marry balow one’s class, fr OF. fr des- dis- 4 pan^ge extraction, lineage, 
fr per peer] > dlsparageaMiit n. disparaging adj, diaparagiBgly adv 
dig|Mirat9 /disparat/ adj markedly distinct in quality or chimurter [L 
disparatuSt pp of dispanre to separate, fr dis* 4 parare to prepare - more 
at pare] - disparatcly adv, disparateness n 
disparity /di'sparati/ 1 ? (a) difference or inequality [MF despantS, fr LL 
disparitat', disparitas, fr L dis- ^ LL pantat-, paritas parity] 
dispassionate /dis'pash(a)nat//a4t not influenced by strong feeling; esp 
calm, impartial - dispassionately adv, dispassionateness n 
'dispatch /di'spach/ vr 1 to send off or away promptly, esp to a 
particular place or to carry out a particular, usu ofTicial, task 2a to carry 
out or complete (eg a task) rapidly or efliciently b to get through, 
consume quickly - infml <soon ^ ed that chocolate cakey 3 to kill, esp 
with quick efficiency - euph [Sp despachar or it dispacaare, fr Prov 
despachar to get nd of, fr MF despeechter to set free, fr OF. fr des- + 
-peechier (as in empeechier to hinder) - more at impeach] - dis- 
patcher n 

Hllspstch n 1 a sending off (e g of a communication or messenger) 2a 
a message; esp an important official diplomatic or military message b a 
news item sent in by a correspondent to a newspaper 3 promptness and 
efficiency 4 an act of killing; specif a murder > euph 
dispsi /di'spel/ vt -U- to drive away; disperse [L dispeJJere, fr dis- + 
peUere to drive, beat - more at felt] 

dispsnssbis /di'spensabl/ adj that can be dispensed with, inessential - 
dispensability /-In^i/ n 

dispensary /di‘spens(3)n/ n a part of a hospital or chemist's shop where 
drugs, medical supplies, etc are dispensed 

dispensation /.dispen'saysh(a)n/ a la an esp divine ordering of human 
affairs b a particular arrangement or provision made by God, providence, 
or nature c a usu specified religious system, esp considered as controlling 
human affairs during a particular period 2a an exemption from a law, 
vow. etc; specif* permission to disregard or break a rule of Roman Catholic 
church law b a formal authorization (dispense + -ation] - diapensa- 
tional adf 

dispense /di'spens/ vt la to deal out, distribute b to administer (e g law 
or justice) 2 to give a dispensation to; exempt from 3 to prepare and give 
out (drugs, medicine, etc on prescription) [ME dispensen, fr ML A L; ML 
dispensare to grant dispensation, fr L, to distribute, fr dispensus, pp of 
dispendere to weigh out, fr dis- + pendere to weigh - more at span] 
diipesae with 1 discard 2 2 to do without 

dispenser /di'spensa/ n 1 a container or machine that dispenses items 
(e g of food) or usu fixed quantities (e g of dnnk) 2 a person who dispenses 
medicines [dispense + ’-er] 

dispersant /di'spuh8(a)nt/ n a dispersing agent; esp a substance used to 
disperse and stabilize fine particles of one substance in another - 

diaponant a4i 

disperse /di'spuha/ vt la to cause to break up or scatter <rhey ~d the 
meetiagy b to spread over a wide area c to cause to evaporate or vanish 
2a to subject (e g light) to dispersion b to distnbute (e g fine particles) 
more or less evenly throughout a liquid ^ vi 1 to break up in random 
fashion: scatter 2 to become dispers^; dissipate [ME dysparsen, fr MF 
disperser, fr L dispersus, pp of dispergere to scatter, fr dts- + spargere to 
scatter > more at ‘spark] - dispersal n, dispersedly /-sidli/ adv, disperser 
A. dispersible adj, dispe^ve adj, dispersively adv, dlspersiveacss n 
dispsrsion /di'spuhsh(»)n/ n leap thel^aspon 2 the extent to which 
the values of a frequency distribution are scattered around an aypage 3 
the iqNuation of light into colours by refraction or diffraction with 
formation of a spectrum; also the separation of nonhomogeneous radi- 
ation into components in accordance with some characteristic (e g energy, 
wavelength, or mass) 4a a dispersed substance b a system consbting of 
a dispersed substance and the medium in which it is dispersed; colloid 
lb [disperse -t- -ion] 

' dippirit /di'spirit/ vt to dishearten, discourage (dij- -i' spirit] - dispirited 
adb diapirlledly adv, diapiritedacss n 

dispIPCP /dis'plays/ vt la to remove from or force out of the usual or 
proper place b to remove from office 2 to take the place of; replace; specif 
to take the place of (e g an atom) in a chemical reaction [prob fr MF 
deaplaoer, fr des- dis- ^ place] - displaceable adj 
dlti^acpd 'person n sby whio has been forced to leave his/her country 
beomse of war, revolution, etc; a refugee 

dis'piscement Z-mant/ o la the volume or weight of a fluid (e g water) 
displeced by a body (e g a ship) of equal weight floating in it b the 
diflcreiioe bdween the initial position of a body and any later position 2 
the transfer Of motioni from the otgect that orig evoked them to a 
substitute (e g in dreams) [displace -v -ment] ^ 


'display /di'splay/ vt 1 to expose to view; show 2 to exhibit, esp 
ostentatiously ^ vi to make a breeding display [ME displayen, fr AF 
despJeier, fr L dispheare to scatter, fr dis- 4 plicare to fold - more at 
•ply] 

’display n la(l) a presentation or exhibition of sthg in open view <a 
fireworks -^> (2) an esp ostentatious show or demonstration b an 
arrangement of type or pnnting designed to catch the eye (e g in headlines 
and title pages) c an eye-catching arrangement exhibiting sthg (e g goods 
for sale) d a device (eg a cathode-ray tube screen) that presents informa- 
tion in visual form <a visual - unity 2 a pattern of behaviour exhibited 
esp by male birds in the breeding season 
diapleaae /dis'pleez/ vb to cause annoyance or displeasure (to) [ME 
displesen, fr MF desplaisir, fr (assumed) VL displacere, fr L dis- + placere 
to please] 

dlsplDasure /dis'plezha/ n disapproval, annoyance 
disport /di'spawt/ vt to divert or amuse (oneselO actively ^ vi to frolic, 
gambol [ME disporten, fr MF desporter, fr des- ♦ porter to carry] 
'disposable /di'spohzabl/ adj 1 available for use, specif remaining after 
deduction of taxes incomey 2 designed to be used once and then 
thrown away [dispose 4 -able] - disposability /-'bibti/ n 
’disposable n a disposable article 

disposal /di'spohzl/ n la orderly arrangement or distribution b man- 
agement. administration c bestowal d the act or action of getting nd of 
sthg; specif the destruction or conversion of waste matter 2 the power or 
nght to use freely <tAe car was at my > [dispose ♦ '-alJ 
dispose /di'spohz/ vt 1 to incline to - <«d to ill-healthy 2 to put in 
place; arrange 3 to cause to have a specified attitude towards (^unfavour- 
ably ^d towards her in-lawsy -^vi to settle a matter finally [ME 
disposen, ft MF disposer, fr L disponere to arrange (perf indic disposui), 
fr dis- i ponere to put - more at posn ion] - dispose of 1 to get nd of 
(e g by finishing, selling, eating, or killing) 2 to deal with conclusively 
<dispo$ed of the matter efficientlyy 

disposition /,disp3'zish(a)n/ n la final arrangement, settlement b 
transfer of property, esp by will or deed c orderly arrangement 2a natural 
temperament b a tendency, inclination [ME, fr MF, fr L disposition-, 
dispositio, fr dispositus, pp of disponere] ^ 

dispossess /.dispo'zes/ vt to depnvc of possession or occupancy [MF 
despossesser, fr des- dis- ■> possesser to possess] - dispossessor n, 
dispossession /-'zesh(3)n/ n 

dispraise /dis'prayz/ vt or n (to comment on with) disapproval or 
censure [vb ME dispraisen, fr OF despreisier, fr des- dis- 4 preisier to 
praise; n fr vb] - dispraisingly adv 

disproof /dis'proohf/ n 1 the act or action of disproving 2 evidence that 
disproves 

disproportion /,dispra’pawsh(a)n/ n (a) lack of proportion, symmetry, 
or proper relation - disproportional adj 

disproportionate /,dispra'pawsh(3)nat/ adj out of proportion > dis- 
proportionately adv 

disprove /dis'proohv/ vt to prove to be false; refute [ME disproven, fr 
MF desprover, fr des- 4 prover to prove] - disprovable adj 
disputant /di*spyooht(9)nt. 'dispyoot(3)nt/ n one engaged in a dis- 
pute 

disputation /,dispyooh'taysh(3)n/ n 1 a debate, argument 2 the oral 
defence of a thesis by formal logic ['dispute 4 -ation] 
disputatious /.dispyoo'tayshos/ adj inclined to dispute; argumenUtive 
- ^sputatioiisly adv, diapotatiousness n 
'dispute /di'spyooht/ vi to argue, esp angrily and persistently - often 4 
about ^vt la to make the subject of disputatipn; discuss angnly b to call 
into question 2a to struggle against, resist b to struggle over; contest 
[ME disputen, fr OF desputer, fr L disputare 4o discuss, fr dis- -» putare 
to think] - difputable /di'spyoohtabl, 'dispyoo-/ adj, dlaputably adv, 
difputcr A 

’dispute A 1 controversy, debate (his honesty is beyond ^ > 2 a quarrel, 
disagreement 

disqualification /dis.kwolifi'kaysh(3)n. n 1 disqualifying or 
being disqualified 2 sthg that disqualifies 

disqualify /dislcwolifie/ vt 1 to make or declare unfit or unsuitable to 
do sthg 2 to declare ineligible (e g for a prize) because of violation of the 
rules 

disquiet /dis'kwie*at/ vt or n (to cause) anxiety or worry - diaqaietlng 
adj, dlaqsledugly adv 

diaquietude /disliwie-atyoohd, -choohd/ n disquiet - fml 
disquisition /4ukwi'zish(a)ii/ n a long or elaborate discussion or essay 
on a subject [L disquisition-, diaquisitio, fr disquisitus, pp of disquirtre 
to inquire diligently, fr dis- 4 quaerere to seek] 
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disrate /dis'rayt/ vt to reduce (e g a sailor) in rank 
'disregard /.disn'gahd/ vt 1 to pay no attention to 2 to treat as not 
worthy of regard or notice 

'disregard n lack of attention or regard; neglect - diaregardful adj 
disremember /.disn'memba/ vt, chiefly NAm to forget 
disrepair /.disn'pea/ n the state of being in need of repair 
disreputable /dis'repyootabi/ adj 1 having a bad reputation, not 
respectable 2 dirty or untidy in appearance - disreputableneu n, disrepu* 
tably adv, diareputability /-'bilati/ n 
disrepute /.disn'pyooht/ n lack of good reputation or respectability 
disrespect /.disn'spekt/ n lack of respect or politeness - disrespectful 
adj, disrespectfully adv, disrespcctAilness n 

disrobe /dis'rohb/ vt to take off (esp ceremonial outer) clothing - fml or 
humor [MF desrober, fr des- dis- f robe garment - more at robe] 
disrupt /dis'rupt/ vt 1 to break apart forcibly; rupture 2a to throw into 
disorder b to interrupt the continuity of [L disruptus, pp of dtsrumpere, 
fr dis~ + rumpere to break - more at bereave] - disnipdon /-sh(3)n/ n, 
disruptive /-tiv/ adj, disniptively adv, disniptiveness n 
dissatisfaction /di.satisTaksh(3)n, n lack of satisfaction, discon- 
tent - dissatisfactory /-'fakt(d)n/ adj 
dissatisfy /di'satisfie, dis'sa-/ vt to make displeased, discontented, or 
disappointed 

dissect /di'sekt, die-/ vt 1 to cut (e g an animal or plant) into pieces, esp 
for scientific examination 2 to analyse and interpret in detail [Ldissectus, 
pp of dissecare to cut apart, fr dts- + secare to cut - more at ^saw] - 
dissection /-sh(3)n/ n, dissector n 

disseise, disspizc /dis'seez/ vt to deprive, esp wrongfully, of (a freehold 
estate in) Ibnd ['M& disscisen, fr ML dissasiare A AF dtsseisir, fr OF 
dcssatxir, fr des- f saisir to put in possession of - more at seize] 
disseisin, disseizin /dis'seezm/ n disseising or being disseised (ME 
dysseysync, fr AF dissetsine, fr OF dessaistne, fr des- dis- ^ saisine 
seism] 

dissemble /di'sembi/ vt to disguise, conceal ^vi to conceal facts, 
intentions, or feelings under some pretence [alter, of obs disstmulf, fr ME 
dissimulcn, fr MF dissimuler, fr L dissimulare - more at dissimulate.] 
- dissembler n 

disseminate /di'seminayt/ vt to spread about freely or widely 
ideas) (L disseminatus, pp of dtsseminare, fr dis- + seminare to sow, fr 
se/ni/}-, semen seed - more at slmcn] - disseminator, dissemination 
/-'naysh(3)n/ n 

dissension /di'sensh(3)n/ n disagreement in opinion; discord (ME, fr 
MF, fr L dissension-, dissensio, fr dissensus, pp of dissentire] 

'dissent /di'seni/ vt 1 to withhold assent 2 to differ in opinion; specif 
to reject the doctnnes of an established church [ME dissenten, fr L 
dissentire, fr dis- i sentire to feel - more at sense] > dissenter n 
'dissent n difference of opinion, esp religious or political nonconform- 
ity 

Dissenter /di'senta/ n an English Nonconformist [ dissent + '-er] 
dissentient /di'senshfyjant/ n or adj (sby) disagreeing or dissenting, esp 
from a majonty view [L dissentient-, dissentiens, prp of dissentire] 
dissenting /di'sentin^ adj, often cap Nonconformist 
dissertation /,dis3'taysh(a)n/ n a long, detailed, usu wntten treatment 
of a subject, specif one submitted for a (higher) degree (L dissertation-, 
dissdrtatio, fr dissertatus, pp of dissertate to discourse, freq of disserere, 
fr dis- ^ serere to join, arrange - more at series] 
disservice /di'suhvis, dis'suhV n an action or deed which works to sby’s 
disadvantage 

dissever /di'seva, dis'seva/ vb to (cause to) separate or come apart - fml 
[ME disseveren, fr OF dessevrer, fr LL diss^rare, fr L dis- + separate 
to separate] - disseverance n, dissevennent n 
dissident /'disid(a)nt/ n or adj (sby) disagreeing strongly or rebelliously 
with an established opinion, group, government, etc (political ~ s) [adj 
L dissident-, dissidens, prp of dissidere to sit apart, disagree, fr dis- + 
sedere to sit; n fr adj) - dlasMeacc n 

dissimilar /di'simila, dis'si-/ adj not similar; unlike - dinimilarly adv, 
disslnilarity /-'larati/ n 

dissimilitude /,disi'milityoohd, ,dis-si-, -choohd/ n lack of resemblance; 
dissimilanty - fml [L dissimilitudo, fr dtssimdis unlike, fr dis- + similis 
like] 

dissimulate /di'simyoolayt, dis'si-/ vb to dissemble [L disstmalatus, pp 
of dissimulare, fr dts- + simulate to simulate] - disslBiBlator n, dissiaittla- 
tion /-'layshfajn/ n 

dissipate /'disipayt/ vt la to cause to disappear or scatter; dispel b to 
lose (c g heat or electricity) irrecoverably 2 to spend or use up (money, 
energy, etc) aimlessly or foolishly vi to separate and scatter or vanish 


[L dissipatus, pp of dissipate, fr dis- ^ supare to throw, akin to ON svaf 
spear, Skt svapu broom] - dimipater n, diaaipative /-pativ/ adj 
'dissipated adj given to dissipation, dissolute - dissipatediy adv, dissi- 
patednew n 

dissipation /,disrpaysh(a)n/ n 1 dispersion, diffusion 2 wasteful expen- 
diture 3 dissolute living; debauchery; specif excessive indulgence in 
alcohol [dissipate -ion] 

dissociate /di'sohs(h)i,ayt/ vt 1 to separate from association or union 
with sby or sthg else; disconnect 2 to subject to chemical dissociation vi 
to undergo dissociation [L dissociatus, pp of dissociate, fr dis- + sociare 
to join, fr socius companion - more at social] 
dissociation /di,sohsi'aysh(»)n, -shi-/ n 1 the process by which a 
chemical combination breaks up into simpler constituents, esp as a result 
of the action of heat or a solvent 2 the separation of a more or less 
autonomous group of ideas or activities from the mainstream of con- 
sciousness, esp in cases of mental disorder [dissociate > -ion] - 
dissociative /-'sohs(h)i 3tiv/ adj 

dissolubia /di'solyoobi, dis'so-/ adj capable of being dissolved or disinte- 
grated [L disso/ubilis, fr dissolvere to dissolve] - dissolubility 
/-’bibti/ n 

disuoluta /'disalooht, -lyooht/ adj loose in morals, debauched [L dis- 
solutus, fr pp of dissolvere to loosen, dissolve] - dissolutely adv, dissolute- 
aess n 

dissolution /.disa'loohsh(3)n, 'lyooh, .dis-sa-/ n 1 separation into com- 
ponent parts 2 disintegration, decay 3 the termination of an association, 
union, etc 4 the breaking up or dispersal of a group, assembly, etc 
[dissolve ♦ -ion] 

'dissolve /di'zolv/ vt la to terminate officially (the marriage was ^ d> 
b to cause to break up, dismiss (Parliament was ^d before the election) 
2a to cause to pass into solution (-^ sugar in water) b to melt, liquefy 
3 to fade out (one film or television scene) whilst fading in another ^ vi 
la to pass into solution b to become fluid, melt 2 to fade away; disperse 
(the vision ~d before his eyes) 3 to be emotionally overcome [ME 
dissolven, fr L dissolvere, fr dis- + solvere to loosen - more at solve] - 
dissolvable adj, dissolver n 

'dissolve n an effect used in films and television in which one scene is 
dissolved into the next 

dissonance /disonans/ n 1 a combination of discordant sounds 2 lack 
of agreement 3 (the sound produced by playing) an unresolved musical 
note or chord; specif an interval not included in a major or minor tnad 
or Its inversions 

dissonant /'disonont/ 1 marked by dissonance 2 incongruous [MF 
or L; MF, fr L dissonant-, dissonans, prp of dissonare to be discordant, 
fr dis- + sonare to sound > more at ’sound] - dinosastly adv 
dissuade /di'swayd/ vr to deter or discourage from a course of action 
by persuasion [MF or L, MF dissuader, fr L dissuade, fr dis- 4 suadere 
to urge] 

dissuasion /drswayzh(a)n/ n the act of dissuading [MF or L; MF, fr 
L dissuasion-, dissuasio, fr dissuasus, pp of dtssuadere] - diasuaaivc /-siv, 
-ziv/ adj, disRuasively adv, dianaaiveuess o 
dissymmetry /dis'simatn/ n lack of symmetry - diaaynsMtric 
/,di8*8i'metnk/ adj 

distaff /'distahf/ n 1 a suff for holding the flax, tow, wool, etc in 
spinning 2 woman’s work or domain [ME distaf, fr OE distaef, fr dis- 
(akin to MLG dise bunch of flax) t suef staff] 

'distaff .side n the female side of a family 
distal /"distl/ adj, esp of an anatomical part far from the centre or point 
of attachment or origin, terminal - compare proximal [dnrant + -a/J - 
diitally adv 

'distance /'dist(»)ns/ n la (the amount oO separation in space or time 
between 2 points or things b an extent of space or an advance along a 
route measured linearly; specif a usu particular length covered in a race 
(a world class runner over all --'i) c a distant point or place 2a 
remoteness in space b reserve, coldness e difference, dispanty 
'distance vr 1 to place or keep physically or mentally at a distance 2 to 
outstrip 

distant /'dist(9)nt/ adj la separated in space or time by a specified 
distance (a few miles > b far-off or remote in space or time (the ^ 
hills) 2 not closely relat^ (a ^ cousin) 3 different in kind 4 reserved, 
aloof 5 coming from or going to a remote place voyages) [ME, fr 
MF, fr L distant-, distans, prp of dtstare to sUnd apart, be distant, fr dis- 
+ stare to sUnd - more at stand] - distautly adv, distaatnem n 
distasta /dis'uyst/ n (a) dislike, aversion 

distastaf ul /•f[a)l/ atfj showing or causing distaste; offensive - distaile- 
fblly adv, distasteftilBeia n 
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'distemper /di'stempd/ n any of vanous animal diseases; esp a highly 
infectious virus disease occurring esp in dogs and marked by fever and 
disorder of the respiratory and sometimes the nervous systems [dislem- 
per, vb (to upset the physical condition of, derange), fr ME distempren, 
ft LL datemperare to temper badly, fr L da- + temperare to temper, 
mingle] 

*distPmpdr vt to paint in or with distemper [ME distemperen to mix with 
liquid, soak, fr MF destempnr, fr L dis- + tempenn] 

HlistPmppr a 1 a method of painiing in which pigments are mixed with 
white or yolk of egg or size, esp for mural decoration 2 the paint used 
in the distemper process; broadly any of numerous water-based paints for 
general, esp household, use 

distwnd /di'stend/ vb to (cause to) swell from internal pressure [ME 
datenden, fr L datendere, fr dis- + tenderc to stretch > more at thin] - 
dlstenaiUc /-sabI/ adj, distenslbility /-sa'bilati/ n, diitensioii 
/-sh(a)n/ n 

distich /'di.stik/ n a couplet [L distichon, fr Gk, fr neut of dattchos 
having 2 rows, fr di- 4 stichos row, verse; akin to Gk steichan to go - 
more at stair] 

distichous /'distikas/ adj 1 arranged in 2 vertical rows leaves} 
3^ W-ANT 2 divided into 2 segments < -- antennae} (LL distichus, fr 
Gk disdebos] - diatichoiisly adv 

distil, NAm chiefly distill /di'stil/ vh -II- vt 1 to cause to fall or exude 
in drops or a fine mist 2a to subject to or transform by distillation b to 
obtain or separate out or off (as lO by distillation c to extract the essence 
of (e g an idea or subject) ‘^vi 1 to undergo distillation 2 to condense 
or drop from a still after distillation 3 to appear slowly or in small 
quantities at a time [ME distillen, fr MF distiller, fr LL distillare, alter 
of L destillare, frde- ^ stillare to dnp, fr stilla drop; akin to OE stan stone 
- more at stone] 

distillats /'distilat. -.layt/ n 1 a product of distillation 2 a concentrated 
form 

distillation /.disti'laysh(9)n/ n a process that consists of condensing the 
gas Cl vapour obtained from heated liquids or solids and that is used esp 
for purification, fractionation, or the formation of new substances 
distillar /di'stib/ n a person or company that makes alcohol, esp spints, 
by distilling [distil > ^-er] > diatillery n 
distinct /di'stingkt/ adj 1 different, separate from 2 readily perceptible 
to the senses or mind; clear 3 definite, decided <a possibility of ram} ^ 
[ME, fr MF, fr L distinctus, fr pp of distinguere] - distinctly adv, 
dlsdiictncaa n 

distinction /di'stingksh(9)n/ n ta discnmination, differentiation b a 
difference made or marked; a contrast 2 a distinguishing quality or mark 
3a outstanding merit, quality, or worth <a writer of some b special 

honour or recognition (passed her exam with ^ > 
distinctive /di'stingktiv/ adj clearly marking sby or sthg as different 
from others; charactenstic - distinctively adv, distinctiveneas n 
distingub /di'stang-gay {Fr distrge/ adj distinguished in appearance or 
manner [F, fr pp of distinguer] 

distinguish /di'sting-gwish/ vt la to mark or recognize as separate or 
different - often + from b to separate into kinds, classes, or categones 
c to make (oneself) outstanding or noteworthy d to mark as different; 
characterize 2 to discern; make out 3, 5 ^ vi to recognize the difference 
between [MF distinguer, fr L distinguere, lit , to separate by pricking, fr 
dis- 4- -stinguere (akin to L insdgare to urge on) - more at ^stick] - 
diaringalabable adj, disdagaisbably adv, di8tinguiabablUty'/-sh3i- 
Inlati/ n 

distinguished adj 1 marked by eminence, distinction, or excellence 2 
dignified in manner, bearing, or appearance 

distort /di'stawt/ vr 1 to alter the true meaning of; misrepresent 2 to 
cause to take on an unnatural or abnormal shape 3 to reproduce or 
broadcast (radio sound, a television picture, etc) poorly or inaccurately 
• jowing to a change in the wave form of the onguial signal [L dutortus, 
pp of distorquere, fr dis- + torquere to twist - more at torture] - 
dblarthM />sh(a)n/ n, distortional adj 

distract /di'strakt/ vt 1 to turn aside; divert 2 to draw (eg one’s 
attention) to a different object [ME distracten, fr L distractus, pp of 
distrahere, lit., to draw apart, fr dis- 4- trahere to draw - more at draw] 
- dtotracdBgly adv, diitractiblf adj, dlstraetibiUty Ata'bibti/ n 
di'strsctsd adj 1 confused, perplexed 2 agitated - dittrsctcdly adv 
distraction /di'straksh(3)n/ n 1 extreme agitation or mental confusion 
(drove him to with her taunts} 2 sthg that distracts; esp an amusement 
{distract + -ion] - distrsctiTC /-liv/ adj 

dlatrain /di'strayn/ vb to impose a distreu (upon); also to seize (goods, 
property, etc) by way of distress [ME datreynen, fr OF ^eatrdndre, fr 


ML distnngere, fr L, to draw apart, detain, fr dis- 4 stnngere to bind tight 
- more at Strain] - distraiaable adj, distrainer n, distrainment n, 
distrainee /.distray'nee/ n 

distraint /di'straynt/ n distraining, distress la [dufrain -v -t (as in 
constraint)] 

distrait /di'stray {Fr distre)/ adj absentminded [F, fr L dis/metus] 
distraught /di'strawt/ adj mentally agitated; frantic [ME, fr L datrac- 
/us] - distranghtiy adv 

'distress /di'stres/ n la (a) seizure of goods, property, etc as a pledge or 
to obtain satisfaction of a claim b sthg distrained 2a mental or physical 
anguish b hardship or suffering caused esp by lack of money or the 
necessities of life 3 a state of danger or desperate need <a ship in > [ME 
destresse, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL distnetia, fr L datrictus, pp of 
distnngere] - distressful adj 
’distress vt to cause distress to - distressingly adv 
di'stressed adj suffenng distress; spec//* impovenshed gentlefolk} 
distributary /di'stribyoot(3)ri/ n a nver branch flowing from and never 
returning to the main stream 

distribute /di'stribyooht/ vt 1 to divide among several or many 2a to 
disperse or scatter over an area b to give out, deliver 3 to return (e g used 
type) to the proper storage places [ME distnbuten, fr L distnbutus, pp 
of distnbuere, fr dis- 4 tnbuere to allot - more at iributf] 
distribution /,distn'byoohsh(3)n/ n la distributing, apportioning b 
sthg dtstnbuted 2a the position, arrangement, or frequency of occurrence 
(e g of the members of a group) over a usu specified area or length of time 
b the natural geographical range of an organism 3 an arrangement of 
statistical data that shows the frequency of occurrence of the values of a 
vanable statisiics 4 the transport and marketing of goods 

between manufacturer or wholesaler and retailer - distributional adj 
'distributive /di'stnbyootiv/ adj 1 of distnbution 2 denoting a word (e g 
each, either, or none) referring singly to all the members of a group -- 
distributively adv, distributiveness n 
’distributive n a distnbutive word 

distributor /di'stnbyoota/ n 1 sby employed to manage the distnbution 
of goods 2 an apparatus for directing current to the vanous sparking 
plugs of an internal-combustion engine [distributl 4 '-or] 
district /’distnkt/ n 1 a terntorial division rdbde esp for administrative 
purposes 2 an area or region with a specified character or feature (a 
residential '^} [F, fr ML dis/nc/us junsdiction, distnet, fr distnetus, pp 
of distnngere to distrain - more at distrain] 

.district 'nurse n, Br a qualified nurse, employed by a local authonty, 
who visits and treats patients in their own homes 
distrust /dis'lrust/ vt or n (to view with) suspicion or lack of trust - 
distruitful adj, distruatfiilly adv, distrustfulness n 
disturb /di'stuhb/ vt la to break in upon, interrupt b to alter the 
position or arrangement of 2a to destroy the peace of mind or composure 
of b to throw into disorder vt c to put to inconvenience [ME disturben, 
destourben, fr OF & L, OF destourber, fr L disturbare, fr dis- + turbare 
to throw into disorder - more at turbid] - disturbingly adv 
disturbance /dr$tuhb(a)ns/ n 1 disturbing or being disturbed 2 sthg 
that disturbs 

disturbed adj having or showing symptoms of emotional or mental 
instability 

disubstituted /4ie'substityoohtid, -chooh-/ adj having 2 substituted 
atoms or groups in a molecule 

disulfiram /.diesulTiaram/ n a compound used in the treatment of 
alcoholism which acts by causing severe naqsea when alcohol is drunk 
[disulMe {NAm for disulphide) -4 thiou/ea 4- amyl] 
disulphide /die'sulfied/ n a compound coigaming 2 atoms of sulphur 
combined with an element or radical 

disunion /dis'yoohnyan, -ni-an/ n 1 the tenqination of union; separation 
2 disunity 

disunite /.disyoo'niet/ vt to divide, separatd 
disunity /dis'yoohnati/ n lack of unity; esp dissension 
disuap /dis'yoohs/ n the state of no longer being used (that word has 
fallen into - > 

disused /djs'yoohzd/ adj no longer used; abandoned 

dit /dit/ A 'dot 4 - used when articulating Morse code [imit] 

'ditch /dich/ n a long narrow excavation dug in the earth for defence, 
drainage, irrigation, etc [ME dich, fr OE die dyke, ditch] 

’ditch vt la to enclose with a ditch b to dig a ditch in 2 to make a forced 
landing of (an aircraft) on water 3 to get rid of; abandon USE (2&3) 
infml - ditch n 

'dither /'didha/ vr to act nervously or indecisively; vacillate [ME did- 
derea] - dithcrer n 
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^dither n a state of indecision or nervous excitement (.all of a ^ > - dithery 
adj 

dithi-, dithio- comb form containing 2 atoms of sulphur, usu in place of 
2 oxygen atoms, in the molecular structure [ISV di- + thi-] 
dithyramb Z'ditha.ramCb)/ n 1 a rapturous Greek hymn in honour of 
Bacchus 2 a short poem or other piece of wnting in a rapturous or exalted 
style [Gk dithyrambos] ~ dithynunbic /‘Vambik/ adj, dithyrambically 
adv 

dittany /'ditam/ n a pink-flowered plant that is native to Crete [ME 
ditoyne, fr MF ditayne, fr L dicfamnum, fr Gk diktamnon] 

'ditto /"ditoh/ n la thing mentioned previously or above, the same - used 
to avoid repeating a word 2 also ditto mark a mark .. or "used as a sign 
indicating repetition usu of a word directly above in a previous line [It 
dial . pp of It dire to say, fr L dicere - more at diction] 

‘ditto vt to repeat the action or statement of 

dittography /di'tografi/ n the unintentional repetition of letters or 
words in copying or pnnting [Gk dittographia, dissographia, fr dittos, 
dissos two-fold + ‘graphia -graphy] - dittographic /.dita'grafik/ adj 
ditty /’diti/ n a short simple song [ME ditee, fr OF ditie poem, fr pp of 
ditier to compose, fr L dictare to dictate, compose] 
diuresis /.die yoo'reesis/ n an increased excretion of unne [NT ] 
diuretic /.dieycxi'retik/ n or adj (a drug) acting to increase the How of 
unne [adj ME, fr MF or LL, MF diuretique, fr LL diureticus, fr Gk 
diouretikas, fr diourein to unnate, fr dia~ ^ ourein to urinate - more at 
URINE, n fr adj] - diuretically adv 

diurnal /die'uhnl/ adj 1 having a daily cycle 2a occurnng during the day 
or daily b oprnmt* during the day and closing at night / - flowers'} c 
active dunng the day [ME, fr L diumalis more at journai ] - diumally 
adv 

diva /'deev3/ n, pi divas, dive Avi/ prima donna 1 [It. lit . goddess, fr 
L, fern of di\us divine, god more at deity] 
divagate /dieva.gayt/ vi to wander from one place or subject to another 
stray - fml [I L divagatus, pp of divagan, fr L dis f vagan to wander 
- more at vacjARy] - divagation /-*gaysh(a)n/ n 
divalent /.die'vaybnt/ adj bivalent 

divan /di'van, 'dievan, sense 1 di'van/ n 1 the pnvy council of the 
Ottoman Empire 2 a council chamber in some Muslim countnes, esp 
Turkey 3a a long low couch, usu without arms or back, placed against 
a wall b a bed of a similar style without a head or foot board [Turk, fr 
Per diwan account book] 

divaricate /dic'van,kayt/ vi to branch off, diverge [L divancatus, pp of 
divancare, fr dis- ♦ vancare to straddle - more at prevaricatlJ - 
divaricate / kat, -,kayt/ adj, divarication /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 
'dive /diev/ vb dived, NAm also dove /dohv/ vi la to plunge into water 
headfirst b to engage in the sport of presenbed dives into water c to 
submerge <r/ie submanne ~ d) 2a to descend or fall steeply b to plunge 
one's hand quickly mto c of an aircrafl to descend in a dive 3 to lunge 
or dash headlong <--d for cover} ~ vr 1 to cause to descend <— d his 
plane through the sound barner} 2 to dip or plunge (one's hand) into 
[MF dtven. duven, fr OE dyfan to dip A dufan to dive, akin to OE dyppan 
to dip - more at dip] 

‘dive n la(l) a headlong plunge into water, esp one executed in a 
presenbed manner (2) an act or instance of submerging (eg by a 
submanne) (3) a steep descent of an aeroplane at greater than the 
maximum horizontal speed b a sharp decline 2 a disreputable bar, club, 
etc 3 a faked knockout - chiefly in take a dive 4 a ploy in soccer in which 
a player makes it appear that he has been fouled by falling over deliber 
ately after a tackle USE (except la) infml 

'dive-, bomb vt to bomb from an aeroplane while making a steep dive 
towards the target - dive-bomber n 

dive in vi to begin or become involved in an action or activity with 
haste 

diver Adieva/ n 1 sby who dives, esp a person who works or explores 
underwater for long penods, cither carrying a supply of air or having it 
sent from the surface 2 any of vanous diving birds, specif a loon 
diverge /die'vuhj/ vi la to move in diflerent directions from a common 
point b to differ in character, form, or opinion - often ^ from 2 to turn 
aside from a path or course - often f from 3 to be mathematically 
divergent [ML divergere, fr L dis- f vergere to incline - more at 
wrench] 

divergence /die'vuhj(d)ns, di-/ also divergency /-si/ n la (an instance 
oO diverging or bang divergent b the amount by which sthg diverges, 
DIFFERENCE 3 2 the acquisition of dissimilar charactenstics by related 
organisms living in different environments 

divergent /die*vuhj(3)nt, di-/ adj 1 diverging or diffenng from each 


other 2 of a mathematical senes having a sum that continues to increase 
or decrease as the number of terms increases without limit 3 causing 
divergence of rays <a ^ lens} [L divergent-, divergens, prp of divergere] 

- divergently adv 

divern /'dievaz/ adj, archaic vanous [ME divers, diverse] 
diverse /'die.vuhs, -'•/ adj 1 different, unlike 2 vaned, assorted [ME 
divers, diverse, fr OF A L, OF divers, fr L diversus, fr pp of divertere] 

- diversely adv, diverseness n 

diversify /.dic'vuhsi.fie/ vt 1 to make diverse, vary 2 to divide (e g 
investment of funds) among different secunties to reduc4 nsk - vi to 
engage in vaned business operations in order to reduce nsk - dIversifier 
n, diversification /-ri'kaysh(a)n/ n 

diversion /di'vuhsh(a)n. die-/ n 1 a turning aside from a course, activity, 
or use, specif a detour used by traffic when the usual route is closed 2 
an amusement, pastime 3 sthg that draws the attention away from the 
mam scene of activity or operations [divert -ion] - diversionary 
/-n(a)n/ adj 

diversity /di'vuhsati. die-/ n 1 the condition of being different or having 
differences 2 a vanety, assortment 

divert /die'vuht/ vt la to turn aside from one course or use to another 
b to distract 2 to entertain, amuse [ME divertm, fr MF A L, MF divertir, 
fr L divertere to turn in opposite directions, fr dis- ♦ vertere to turn - 
more at 'worth] 

diverticulum /.dieva'tikyoobm/ n, pi diverticula /-b/ a pocket or 
closed branch opening off a main passage, esp an abnormal pouch opening 
off the intestine [NL, fr L. bypath, prob alter of deverticulum, fr 
devertere to turn aside, fr de- + vertere] - diverticulitis /-'lietas/ n 
divertimento /di.vuhti'mentoh/ n, pi ^vertinenti /-ti/, divertimentos 
an instrumental chamber work in several movements and usu light in 
character [It, lit , diversion, fr divertire to divert, amuse, fr F diverlir] 
divertissement /di'vuhtismant (Fr divrrtismo)/ n, pi divertissements 
/-mantfs) (Fr <^ )/ 1 a ballet suite serving as an interlude 2 a divertimento 
3 a diversion, entertainment [F, lit , diversion, fr diverliss- (stem of 
divertir)] 

divest /die' vest/ vt la to depnve or dispossess of property, authonty, 
title, etc b to nd or free (oneselO of c to stnp of clothing, equipment, etc 
2 to take away (e g property or vested nghts) USE (\cA2) fml [alter of 
earlier desest, fr MF desvestir, fr ML disvesUre, fr L dis- + vestire to 
clothe - more at 'vesi] - divestiture /-ticha/ n, divestment n 
'divide /di'vied/ vt 1 to separate into 2 or more parts, categones, 
divisions, etc 2a to give out in shares, distnbute b to set aside for different 
purposes <^d his time between work and play} 3a to cause to be 
separate, serve as a boundary between b to separate into opposing sides 
or parties c to cause (a parliamentary body) to vote by division 4a to 
mark divisions on a sextant} b to determine how many limes (a 
number or quantity) contains another number or quantity by means of a 
mathematical operation 42 by 14} symboi ^vi 1 to perform 
mathematical division symbol 2a(l) to become separated into 
parts (2) to diverge b to vote by division [ME dividen, fr L dmdere, fr 
dis- 4 -videre to separate - more at widow] - dividable adj - divide into 
to use as a divisor of <divide 14 into 42} 

‘divide n 1 watershed 1 2 a point or line of division 
dividend /'dividend, -dand/ n 1 (a pro rata share in) the part of a 
company's profits payable to shareholders 2 a reward, benefit (^her action 
will pay great ^ s> 3a a number to be divided by another b a sum or fund 
to be divided and distnbuted [ME divident, fr I dividendus, gerundive 
of dividere] 

divider /di'vieda/ n I pi a compasslike instrument with 2 pointed ends 
used for measunng or marking offlines, angles, etc 2 a partition or screen 
used to separate parts of a room, hall, etc ['divide + *-frJ 
divination /.divi'naysh(9)n/ n 1 the art or practice that seeks to foresee 
the future or discover hidden knowledge (eg by using supernatural 
powers) 2 (an instance oO unusual insight or perception [ME divinaci- 
oun, fr L divination-, divinatio, fr divinatus, pp of divinaie] - divinatory 
/di'vinat(a)n/ adj 

'divine /di'vien/ adj la of, bang, or proceeding directly from God or a 
god b devoted to the worship ofGod or a god, sacred 2 dehghtfiil, superb 

- infml [ME divin, fr MF, fr L divinus, ft divus god - more ai deity] 

- divinely ads, dlvinenen n 

divine n a clergyman, esp one skilled in theology [ME, fr ML dsvmus, 
fr L, soothsayer, fr divinus, adj] 

‘divine vt 1 to discover, perceive, or foresee intuitively or by supernatural 
means 2 to discover or locate (e g water or minerals) by means of a 
divining rod ^ vi to practise divination [ME dmnen, fr MF A L; MF 
diviner, fr L divinare, fr dmnus, n] - diviuMe adj, diviner o 
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Di,viiM 'Liturgy n the form of service used in the Eastern Orthodox 
celebration of Communion 

Dl.vin« 'Office n the prescribed forms of prayer and ritual for daily 
worship used by Roman Catholic pnests 

dliVint 'right ti the right of a sovereign to rule, held to denve directly 
from God of ktngsX bto/uUy a right which cannot be transferred 
di.vin« 'Mrvice n an esp nonsacramentai service of Christian wor< 
ship 

'diving .bell /'dieving/ n a bell-shaped metal container open only at the 
bottom and supplied with compressed air through a tube, in which a 
person can be let down under water 

'diving .suit n a waterproof diver’s suit with a helmet that is supplied 
with air pumped through a tube 

di'vining .rod /di'viening/ n a forked rod (e g a twig) believed to dip 
downwards when held over ground concealing water or minerals 
divinity /di’vinati/ n 1 the quality or state of being divine 2a often cap 
GOD 1 b a male or female deity 3 theology 

divisibis /di'vizabl/ adj capable of being divided, esp without a remain- 
der - didfibUity /-'bibti/ a 

division /di'vizh(3)n/ n la dividing or being divided b (a) distribution 
2 any of the parts or sections into which a whole is divided 3 sing or pi 
in coastr a a major army formation having the necessary tactical and 
administrative services to act independently b a naval unit of men under 
a single command 4b an administrative territorial unit b an administrat- 
ive or operating unit of an organization 5 a group of organisms forming 
part of a larger group; specif a primary category of the plant kingdom 
equivalent to a phylum of the animal kingdom 6 a competitive class or 
category (e g of a soccer league) 7 sthg that divides, separates, or marks 
off I disagreement, disunity 9 the physical separation into different 
lobbies of the members of a parliamentary body voting for and against a 
question 10 the mathematical operation of dividing one number by 
another [ME, ft MF, fr L division-, divisio, fr divisus, pp of dividere to 
divide] - dhrlsioBal adj 

division of labour n the distribution of various parts of the process 
of production among different people, groups, or machines, each 
specializing in a particular job, to increase efficiency 
diviaiva /di'viesiv, -ziv/ adj tending to cause disunity or dissension - 

divWvaly adv. dfviaiveneM n 

divisor /di'vieza/ n the number by which another number or quantity is 
divided 

Mivorco /di'vaws/ n 1 (a decree declaring) a legal dissolution of a 
marriage 2 a separation, severance [ME diverse, fr MF, fr L divortium, 
fr divertere, divortere to divert, to leave one's husband] 

*divorco vt la to end marriage with (one’s spouse) by divorce b to 
dissolve the marriage between 2 to end the relationship or union of; 
separate - usu + from ^ vi to obtain a divorce 
dhrored /divaw’say, -'see/, fern divorcee /-'see/ n a divorced person [F, 
fr pp of divorcer to divorce, fr MF diverse] 

divot /'divot/ fl 1 a piece of turf dug out in making a golf shot 2 Scot 
a piece of turf [origin unknown] 

divulgo /die'vulj, di-/ vt to make known (e g a confidence or secret); 
reveal [ME divulgen, fr L divulgate, fr dis- ^ vulgare to make known] 

- divoiieMe n 

divvy /'divi/ n, Br dividend 1; esp one paid by a Cooperative Wholesale 
Society - infinl [by shortening ft alter.] 

dixie /diksi/ o, Br a large metal pot in which food and drink is made or 
carried, esp by soldiers [Hindi degei, dim. of degpa kettle, pot] 

Dixie n the Southern states of the USA [name for the Southern states in 
the song Dixie (18S9) by Daniel D Emmett tl904 US musiaan] 
'dlxie,lend /-janA/ n jazz music in duple time characterized by collective 
improvisation [Dixie + land; fr its origin in the Southern states of the 
USA] 

DI Y a (the materials and equipment needed for) amateur rqiair, mainten- 
ance, and building work, esp around the home (do rt yourself] 
disygotic /diezie'gotik/ also dixy tom /die'ziegas/ adj, of twins fraternal 
(dJ- 4- xygotie, -zygous] 

MIzzy /"di^ add la experiencing a whirling sensation in the head with a 
tendency to lose balance b mentally confused 2 causing or feeling 
giddiness or mental confiision <a ^ heigbO 3 foolish, silly > infinl [ME 
diay, fi* OE dysig stupid; akin to OHO tuaig stupid, L fiirere to rage - more 
at dust] - diadly adv, at—if— n 
*dizzy vt to make dizzy; bewilder - dliiyingly adv 
DJ /'deejm/ a 1 oisq jockey 2 dinner jacket 
dJdflftlM aBo d^dUUk, Jallaba /jalahba^ 'jebbs/ a a long loose outer 


garment with full sleeves and a hood, traditionally worn by Arabs [F 
djellaba, fr Ar jallabah] 

djin, ddiiiB /jin/ n. pi ^in, djlnn s jinn 

dl- also d, 1- prefix consisting of equal amounts of the d and 1 forms 
^dUtartaric acidj 

DNA n any of various nucleic acids that are found esp m cell nuclei, are 
constructed of a double helix held together by hydrogen bonds between 
purine and pynmidine bases which project inwards from 2 chains contain- 
ing alternate links of deoxynbose and phosphate, and are responsible for 
transmitting genetic information [deoxynbonucleic acid] 

‘D-,notiCD n an official request (e g to a newspaper) that certain informa- 
tion be withheld from publication for secunty reasons 
[Defence-notice] 

*do /dooh/ vb does /daz; strong duz/, did /did/, done /dun/ vt 1 to carry 
out the task of; effect, perform some washing^ overtime^ 2 to put 
into a specified condition him to deathy 3 to have as a function 
(^what's that book ^ ing on the floor'^ 4 to cause, impart <s/eep will ~ 
you goody 5 to bring to an esp unwanted conclusion, finish - used esp 
in the past participle ithafs done ir>, compare done 2 6 to expend, exert 
<did their damnedest to hog the gamey 7a to provide <lAey a 
mail-order servicey b to have available for purchase; sell <lAey ~ leas 
herey 8 to bring into existence; produce a biography of the generafy 
9a to put on, perform <are mg The Merchant of Venice' tomoirow 
nighty b to play the part of; act <can ~ Harold Wilson very welly c to 
behave like <did a Houdim and escaped from his chainsy 10a to put in 
order; arrange the gardeny (had his hair done) b to clean, wash <- 
the dishesy c to cook (likes her steak well done) d to decorate, furnish 
<did the living room in b/ue> 11a to execute an artistic representation of 
<did her in oihy b to perform the appropriate professional service or 
services for (the barber will ^ you now) < ^ you very well at that hotel) 
12a to work at, esp as a course of study or occupation classicsy (what 

are you ~ ing nowadaysTy b to solve, work out < a sum) 13a to pass 
over, cover JO miles to the gallon) b to travel at a (maximum) speed 
of 70 on the motorway) (this car ^es ^0> 14 to sec the sights of. 
tour <- /2 countnes in 12 days) 15 to serve out, esp as a prison sentence 
<did 3 years) 16 to suffice, suit (worms will us for bait) 17 - used 
as a substitute verb to avoid repetition (if you must make such a racket, 
^ It somewhere else) 18a chiefly Br to arrest, convict - slang (get done 
for theft) b chiefly Br to attack, hurt - slang c to treat unfairly, esp to 
cheat, deprive <did him out of his mhentance) - infml d to rob - slang 
(^ a shop) 19 to have sexual intercourse with (a woman or passive 
partner) - slang vi 1 to act, behave as I say) 2a to fare, get along 
(■^ well at school) (how do you ^7) b to carry on business or affairs, 
manage <we can -- without your help) 3 to be in progress, happen 
(there's nothing -^ing) 4 to come to or make an end; finish - used in the 
past participle (have you done with the newspaper?); compare done 2 5 
to be active or busy (let us then be up and ing - H W Longfellow) 6 
to suffice, serve (half of that will ^ ) 7 to be fitting; conform to custom 
or propnety (won't ^ to be late) 8a - used as a substitute verb to avoid 
repetition (you sing, ~ you?) and, esp in British English, after a modal 
auxiliary (haven't heard of her yet but you will ^) b - used as a 
substitute for verb and object (he likes it and so ~ /) 9 - used in the 
imperative after another imperative to add emphasis (be quiet, '^y ^va 

- used with the infinitive without ro a to form present and past tenses in 
legal and parliamentary language hereby bequeath) and in poetry 
(give what she did crave - Shak) b to fon|i present and past tenses in 
declarative sentences with inverted word o^er (fervently we pray - 
Abraham Lincoln) or in questions or negative sentences <did you hear 
that?) (we don’t know) <don’t go) c to fdrm present and past tenses 
expressing emphasis (it ^es hurt) (-^ be cJ^ful) [ME don, fr OE don; 
akin to OHG tuon to do, L -dere to pift, fatxre to make, do. Gk 
tithenai to] place, set] - doable adj - do away with 1 to put an end to; 
abolish 2 to put to death, kill - do by to dial with; treat (afraid you've 
been rather hard done by) - do duty for tq act as a substitute for; serve 
as - do for 1 chiefly Br to keep house for 2a to wear out, exhaust b 
to bring about the death or rum of - do Juitke (to) la to treat fairly or 
adequiRely b to show due appreciation for 2 to show in the best light 
</ hope he did himself joatke in the examinations) - do 0 M*s bit Br to 
make one’s peraonal contribution, esp to a cause - do one's block Austr 
do one's not - infml - do one's ant to become frantic or angry - infinl 

- do proud to treat or entertain splendidly - do the dirty on to play a sly 
trick on - do sonething for to improve the appearance of (that dress 
really does something for you) > do the trick to achieve the desired result 

- infml (castor oil should do the trick) - to do with concerned with; of 
concern lo (a job to do with plastks) (nothing to do with you) 
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’do n, pi dot, do’s /dooh?/ 1 sthg one ought to do - usu pi (gave her a 
list of and don'ts} 2 chiefly Br a festive party or occasion - infmt 
*do, dob /doh/ n the 1st note of the diatonic scale in solmization [It] 
dobbin /'dobm/ n - used chiefly as a familiar name for a farm horse 
[Dobbin, nickname for Robert] 

Doberman pinscher /.dohboman 'pinsha/ n a short-haired 
medium-sized dog of German ongin, frequently used as a guard dog [G 
Dobermann pinscher, fr Ludwig Dt^rmann, 19th-c G dog breeder + G 
pinscher, a breed oMiunting dog] 

dobra /'dohbra/ n Sao Tome at nationality [Pg. fr fern of 
dobro double, fr L duplus] 

doc /dok/ n a doctor - often used as an informal term of address 
docent /doh'sent/ n a lecturer in some US colleges and universities [obs 
G (now dozent), fr L docent-, docens, prp of docere] 

Docetism /'dohsi.tiz(a)m. doh'setiz(3)m/ n an early Chnstian heretical 
belief that Christ only seemed to have a human body and to suffer and 
die on the cross [Gk Doketai Docetists, fr dokein to seem - more at 
dfcent] - Docetic /-'setik/ adj, Docctist /dohsitist/ n 
doch an dorris /,d(y)okh an 'dohras/ n, Scot A Irish a parting dnnk 
[ScGael A IrGael deoch an doruis, lit., dnnk of the door] 
docile /'doh.siel/ adj easily led or managed; tractable [L docilis, fr docere 
to teach, akin to L decere to be fitting - more at DECbNr] - docilely adv, 
docility /-'silati/ n 

’dock /dok/ n any of a genus of coarse weeds whose leaves are used to 
alleviate nettle stings [ME, fr OE docce-, akin to MD docke dock. ScGael 
dogha burdock] 

’dock iMhe solid bony part of an animal's tail as distinguished from the 
hair ANATOMY (ME dok, fr OE -docca (as in Tingirdocca finger 
muscle); akin to OHG tocka doll. ON dokka bundle] 

’dock vt la to remove part of the tail of b to cut (e g a tail) short 2 to 
make a deduction from (e g wages) 3 to take away (a specified amount) 
from 

*dock n la a usu artificially enclosed body of water in a port or harbour, 
where a ship can moor (e g for repair work to be earned out) b pi the 
total number of such enclosures in a harbour, together with wharves, 
sheds, etc 2 chiefly NAm a wharf [prob fr MD docke dock, ditch, fr L 
diiction-, ductio act of leading - more at douche] - in dock in a garage 
or repair shop (my car's in dock at the momenty 
’dock vt 1 to haul or guide into a dock 2 to join (e g 2 spacecrafl) together 
while in space ^vi 1 to come or go into dock 2 of spacecraft to join 
together while in space 

’dock n the pnsoner’s enclosure in a cnminal court [Flem docke cage] - 
in the dock on tnal (always found himself in the dock for his opin- 
lonsy 

docker /'doka/ n sby employed in loading and unloading ships, barges, 
etc [*dock] 

’docket /'dokit/ n 1 a bnef wntten summary of a document 2a a 
document recording the contents of a shipment or the payment of customs 
duties b a label attached to goods beanng identification or instructions 
c (a copy oO a receipt 3a NAm (1) a formal record of legal proceedings 
(2) a list of legal causes to be tned b chiefly NAm a list of business matters 
to be acted on [ME doggette] 

’docket vt 1 to put an identifying statement or label on 2 to make an 
abstract of (e g legal proceedings) 3 NAm to place on the docket for legal 
action 

'dockland /-bnd, -.land/ n, Br the distnet around the docks in a large 
port 

'dockyard /-.yahd/ n a place or enclosure in which ships an -'uilt or 
repaired 

'doctor /dokta/ n la also Doctor of the Church, often cap a theologian 
whose doctrines the Roman Catholic church holds to be authoritative b 
a holder of the highest level of academic degree conferred by a university 
2a one qualified to practise medicine; a physician or surgeon b NAm a 
licensed dentist or veterinary surgeon 3 sby skilled in repairing or treating 
a usu specified type of machine, vehicle, etc 4 archaic a learned or 
authoritative teacher [ME doctour teacher, doctor, fr MF A ML; MF, 
fr ML doctor, fr L, teacher, fr doctus, pp of docere to teach - more at 
docile] - doctoral adj, doctorate /-rat/ n, doctonhip a 
’doctor vt la to give medical treatment to b to repair, mend 2a to adapt 
or modify for a desired end <-^ed the play to suit theaudiencey b to alter 
in a dishonest way 3 to castrate or spay - euph vi to practise medicine 
- infml 

doctrinaire /.doktri'nca/ n or adj (one) concerned with abstract Aeory 
to the exclusion of practical considerations - chiefly derog [adj F, fr 
doctrine, n fr a^j] - doctrinairian n 


doctrinal /dok'tnenl/ adj of or concerned with doctrine - doctrlaally 
adv 

doctrine /'doktnn/ n 1 sthg that is Uught 2 a pnnciple or the body of 
principles in a branch of knowledge or system of belief [ME, fr MF A 
L; MF, fr L doctnna, fr doctor] 

’document /'dokyoomant/ n an original or official paper that gives 
information about or proof of sthg [ME, fr MF, fr LL A L; LL 
documentum officul paper, fr L, lesson, proof, fr docere to teach - more 
at docile] 

’document /'dokyoo.ment/ vr 1 to provide documentary evidence of 2a 
to support with factual evidence, references, etc b to be or provide a 
documentary account of 3 to provide (a ship) with papers required by law 
recording ownership, cargo, etc 

’documentary /,dokyoo'ment(a)n/ adj 1 being or consisting of docu- 
ments; conuined or certified in wnting evidencey 2 presenting or 
based on factual matenal - documentarily /-men'terali/ adv 
’documentary n a broadcast or film that presents a factual account of 
a person or topic using a vanety of techniques (eg narrative and 
interview) - compare feature 3a, c - doenmentarist /-'ment(a)ri8t/ n 
documentation /.dokyoomcn'taysh(a)n/ n (the provision or use oO 
documents or documentary evidence - documentatioaal adj 
'dodder /'doda/ n any of a genus of leafless plants of the bindweed family 
that are wholly parasitic on other plants [ME dodcr, akm to OE dydring 
yolk, Norw dudra to tremble, L fumus smoke - more at fume] 
’dodder vi l to tremble or shake from weakness or age 2 to walk feebly 
and unsteadily [ME dadiren] - dodderer n 

doddered /'dodad/ adj depnved of branches through age or decay <a ^ 
oaky [prob alter, of dodded, fr pp of E dial dod (to lop), fr ME 
dodden] 

doddering /'dudanng/, doddery /'dod(a)n/ adj weak, shaky, and slow, 
esp because of old age 

doddle /'dodi/ n, chiefly Br a very easy task > infml [prob fr ^dod- 
der] 

dodeca- /dohdeka-/, dodec- comb form twelve (dodecaphonic) [L, fr 
Gk dodeka-, dodek-, fr dodeka, dyodeka, fr dyo, dyo two + deka ten] 
dodecagon /.doh'dekagan/ n a polygon of 12 angles and 12 sides 
mathematics [Gk dodekagdnon, fr dodeka- -gonon -gon] - dodecai- 
onal /.doh.de'kagani/ adj 

dodecahedron /,doh,deka'heedran/ n, pi dodecabedroes, dodec abedra 
/-dra/ a polyhedron of 12 faces mathematics [Gk dodekaedron, 
fr dodeka- + -edron -hedron] - dodecahedral /-'heedral/ adj 
.dodeca'phonic /-'fonik/ adj twelve-tone [dodeca- phon- + -«c] - 
dodecapbonically adv, dodecaphouist /doh'dekafanist, -foh-, dohde'- 
kafanist/ n, dodecapboay /-ni/ n 

'dodge /doj/ vi to shift position suddenly and usu repeatedly (e g to avoid 
a blow or a pursuer) W 1 to evade (e g a duty) usu by trickery 2a to 
avoid by a sudden or repeated shift of position b to avoid an encounter 
with [ongin unknown] 

’dodge n 1 a sudden movement to avoid sthg 2 a clever device to evade 
or tnck (a tax ^y 

dCKJgem /'dojam/, 'dodgem .car n, Br any of a number of small electric 
cars designed to be steered about and bumped into one another as a 
fun-fair amusement [^dodge + 'em] 

dodger /'doja/ n one who uses clever and often dishonest methods, esp 
to avoid payment (e g of taxes) or responsibility ['dodge + ’-er] 
dodgy /'doji/ adj, chidly Br 1 shady, dishonest (a ^ persony 2 risky, 
dangerous (a ~ plany 3 liable to collapse, fail, or break down (that 
chair’s a bit *«> USE infml 

dodo /'doh.doh/ n. pi dodoes, dodoa an extinct heavy flightless bird that 
formerly lived on the island of Mauritius [Pg doudo, fr doudo silly, 
stupid] 

do down vt, chiefly Br 1 to cheat 2 to speak badly of; belittle 
doe /doh/ n, pi do^ esp collectivdy doc the adult female fallow deer, 
broadly the adult female of any of various mammals (e g the rabbit) or 
birds (e g the guinea fowl) of which the male is called a buck [ME do, 
fr OE da; akin to G dial, te doe] 

doer /'dooh-a/ n one who takes action or participates actively in sthg, 
rather than theorizing 

does /daz; strong duz/ pres 3rd sing of do 
doeekin/doh,skin/ii 1 (leather made from) the skin of a doe 2a smooth 
closely woven woollen fabric 
doesn't /'duz(a)nt/ does not 
doAAt /’dooh-Kt/ anhak pres 2nd sing of do 
doAth /'dooh’Xth/ archaic pres 3rd sing of do 
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doff /dof/ vt to take off (one's hat) in greeting or as a sign of respect [ME 
doffbi, fr don to do + of off] 

*dOQ /dog/ A la a 4-legged flesh-eating domesticated mammal occurnng 
in a great variety of breeds and prob descended from the common wolf 
b any of a family of carnivores to which the dog belongs c a male dog 
2a any of various usu simple mechanical devices for holding, fastening, 
etc that consist of a spike, rod, or bar b an andiron 3a sun doo b a 
fogbow 4 chidly NAm sthg infenor of its kind 5 an esp worthless man 
or fellow <a Inzy > 6 p/ feet 7 pi ruin <go to the - s> USE (5, 6. A7) 
ijiAnl (ME, fr OE docgn] - doglike adj 
>dog vt -gg- to pursue closely like a dog; hound 
Mog »dj male <a ^ fox") 
dog .biscuit n a hard dry biscuit for dogs 

'dog .clutch n a clutch in which recesses in one plate are engaged by 
projections in the other 
'dog .collar n clerical collar - infml 

'dog .days n pi the hottest days m the year [fr their being reckoned from 
the heliacal nsing of the Dog Sur (Sinus)] 

doga /dohj/ n the chief magistrate of the former republics of Venice and 
Genoa [It dial., fr L due-, dux leader - more at duke] 

'dog-,aar n the turned-down comer of a page - dog-ear vt 
'dog-,aarad adj having dog-ears; broadly worn, shabby 
,dog-aat-'dog adj marked by ruthless self-interest, cutthroat 
'dog-, and a a cigarette end - slang 
'dog .fannal n snNKiNc mayweed 

'dog.fight Aiiet/ n 1 a viciously fought contest 2 a fight between 
aircraft, usu at close quarters > dogfight vi 
'dog.fiah /•/ish/ n any of various small sharks 
doggad /dogid/ adj stubbornly determined [ME, doglike, cmel, spite- 
ful, fr dog, dogge dog i -ed\ - doggedly adv, doggedneas n 
doggaral /dog(3)rol/ n (an example oO verse that is loosely styled and 
irregular in measure, esp for comic effect [ME dogeref\ 
dog^ /dogoh/ adv, Br in hiding and without moving - infml; chiefly 
in he doggo [prob fr 'dog] 

doggonad /dogond/, doggone /do.gon/ adj or adv, chiefly NAm 
damned - euph [euphemism for God<lamned\ 

'doggy /*dogj/ adj 1 resembling or suggestive of a dog <a ^ odour} 2 
concerned with or fond of dogs <a ^ person} USE infml 
Hloggy, doggie /'dogi/ n a dog - used esp by or to children 
'doggy .bag, 'doggie .bag n a bag for carrying home leftover food from 
a meal eaten in a restaurant [^doggy; fr the giving of such food to a pet 
dog] 

'dog.houaa /-.hows/ n, chiefly NAm a dog kennel - in tbe doghouse in 
a state of disfavour - infml 

.dog in tha 'mangar n a person who selfishly deprives others of sthg 
of no use to him-/herself [fr the fable of the dog who prevented an ox 
from eating hay which he himself did not want] 

'dog .Latin n spurious or incorrect Latin 

'*dog,lag /-Jeg/ n 1 a sharp bend (e g in a road) 2 an angled fairway on 
a golf course 

Hloglag adj bent like a dog's hind leg 

dogma /dogma/ n 1 an authoritative tenet or pnnciple 2 a doctnne or 
body of doctrines formally and authoritatively stated by a church 3 a 
point of view or tenet put forth as authontative without adequate grounds 

- chiefly derog [L dogma/-, dogma, fr Gk. fr dokein to seem - more at 
decent] 

dogmatic /dog'matik/ aho dogmatical /-kl/ adj \ of dogma or dogmat- 
ics 2 characterized by or given to the use of dogmatism - chiefly derog 

- dogmatically adv, dogmatkaineas n 

dog'matica n pi but sing or pi in oonstr a branch of theology that seeks 
to interpret the dogmas of a religious faith 
dogmatiam /'dogma,tiz(a)m/ o (unwarranted or arrogant) assertion of 
opinion -dogmatiitfl 

dogmat-iza, -iae /dogmaitiez/ vi to speak or write dogmatically ^ vt to 
state as a dogma or in a dogmatic manner [F dogmatiser, fr LL 
dogmatixare, fr Gk dogmatizein, fr dogmat-, dogma] - dogmatization 
/-'zaysh(a)ii/ n, dogmatlicr n 

dl>-goodar /.dooh 'gooda/ n an earnest often naive and ineffectual 
humanitarian or reformer 

'dog JMddIa n an etementary form of swimming (e g for learners) in 
which the arms paddle and the legs kick - dog-paddle vi 
'dog .rooo n a common European wild rose [tram of NL rosa 
caaitta] 

'dogOkbody /-M&/ n, chiefly Br a person who carriof out routine or 


menial work - infml [Br naval slang dogsbody (pudding made of peas 
junior officer)] 

'dog's .chance n any chance at all ^didn’t have a ^> - infml 
'dog's .life n a miserable drab existence - infml 
.dog's 'mercury n a perennial woodland plant of the spurge family 
.dogstooth 'check /'dogz,toohth/ n houndstooth check 
'dog-.tag n, NAm an identification disc for military personnel - infml 
.dog-'tired n extremely tired - infml 

'dog.tooth /-.toohth/ n an Early English moulding or architectural 
ornamentation consisting of a senes of 4 leaves radiating from a raised 
centre architecture 

dog violet n either of 2 European wild violets [trans of NL viola 
canina] 

'dog.watch /-.woch/ n either of 2 watches (4 to 6 and 6 to 8 pm) on a 
ship 

'dog.wood /-.wood/ n any of several trees and shrubs with heads of small 
flowers 

doh /doh/ n 'do 

doily, doyley, doyly /doyli/ n a small decorative mat, esp of paper, cloth, 
or plastic openwork, often placed under food, esp cakes, on a plate or 
stand [Doily or Doyley /7 1712 London draper] 
do in vt 1 to kill (^tned to do him in with a club} 2 to wear out, exhaust 
(^walking all day nearly did us in> USE infml 
doing /dooh ing/ n 1 the act or result of performing, action Qhis must 
be your '^} 2 effort, exertion <fha/ will take a great deal of - > 3 p/ 
things that are done or that occur, activities [ME, fr gerund of don 
to do] 

doingc /dooh ings/ n. pi doings also doingses /-ziz/, chiefly Br a small 
object, esp one whose name is forgotten or not known (screw up that little 
^ on the top} - infml 

.do-it-your'solf adj of or designed for use by an amateur, esp an amateur 
handyman - do-it-yourselfer n 

dojo /'dohjoh/ n, pi dojos a school for training in various martial arts 
[Jap dojo, fr do way, art ^ -jd ground] 
dolce far niente Adolchi fah 'nyenti/ n carefree idleness [It, lit , sweet 
doing nothing] 

.dolce 'vita /'veetah/ n a life of indolence and self-indulgence [It, lit , 
sweet life] 

doldrums /doldromz/ n p/ 1 a depressed state of mind; the blues 2 an 
equatonal ocean region where calms, squalls, and light shifting winds 
prevail 3 a state of stagnation or slump [prob akin to OE dol foolish] 
dole /dohl/ n I a distnbution of food, money, or clothing to the needy 
2 the government unemployment benefit [ME, fr OE dal portion; akin to 
OE deel part, lot] 

doleful /dohlfta)!/ adj sad, mournful [ME dolful, doelful, fr dol, doe! 
grief, sorrow (fr OF, fr LL dolus pain, gnef, alter of L dolor) i- -fu/] - 
dolefully adv, doleftilness n 

dole out vt to give, distnbute, or deliver, esp in small portions 
dolerite /dolanet/ n any of vanous dark igneous rocks, esp coarse 
basalts [F dolente, fr Gk doleros deceitful, fr dolos deceit - more at tale; 
fr Its being easily mistaken for dionte] - dolcritic /-'ntik/ adj 
dolich- /dolik-/, dolicbo- comb form long <dolichocranic> [Gk, fr 
dohehos - more at 'long] 

dolichocephalic /4olikohsi'falik/ adj having a relatively long head 
[NL dolichocephalus dolichocephalic person^ fr dolich- + -cephalus (fr 
Gk kephaJe head) - more at cephalic] - dolit^bocephtUan /-'aef3,liz(9)m/ 
n, dolichocephaly /-'sefali/ n 

doll /dol/ n 1 a small-scale figure of a humap being used esp as a child's 
toy 2a a (pretty but often silly) young wonitan - infml b an attractive 
person - slang [prob fr Doll, nickname f|^r Dorothy] - dolUah adj, 
doUlahly adv 

dollar /dob/ n 1 a uler 2 (a coin or note rjjmenting) the basic money 
unit of the USA, Canada, Australia, etc nationality 3 Br S 
shillings (2Sp) - slang; no longer in vogue (D or LG daler, fr G taler, 
short (or joachimstaler, fr Sankt Joachimsthal, town in Bohemia where 
talers were first minted] 

dollar diplomacy n diplomacy used by a country to promote its 
financial or commercuil interesu abroad and hence to strengthen its 
power 

'dollop /dobp/ n a soft shapeless blob; esp a serving of mushy or 
semiliquid food <a ^ of mashed potato} [perh of Scand origin; akin to 
Norw dial, dolp lump] 

^dollop vt to serve out carelessly or clumsily 
'doll'a .houM n a child's small-scale toy house 
doll up vt to dress prettily or showily - inftnl 



287 


don 


'dolly /'doll/ n 1 DOLL 1 - used chiefly by or to children 2 a 
wooden-pronged instrument for beating and stirring clothes while wash- 
ing them in a tub 3a a platform on a roller or on wheels or castors for 
moving heavy objects b a wheeled platform for a film or television 
camera 

’dolly VI to move a Film or television camera on a dolly towards or away 
from a subject ~ usu ^ in or out 

'dolly .bird n, chiefly Br a pretty young woman, esp one who is a slavish 
follower of fashion and not regarded as intelligent 
dolma /'dohima, -mah/ n, pi dolmai, dolmades /dohl'mahdiz/ a vine leaf 
or cabbage leaf stuffed with a savoury filling [dolma fr Turk, lit , 
something stuffed, fr dolma stuffed; dolmades fr NGk, pi of dolmas, fr 
Turk dolma] 

dolman sleeve /dolman/ n a sleeve very wide at the armhole and usu 
tight at the wrist often cut in one piece with the bodice [dolman (woman’s 
coat with wide sleeves), fr F dohman, fr Turk dolama long robe with 
sleeves) 

dolmen /'dolman/ n a prehistonc monument consisting of 2 or more 
upnght stones supporting a honzontal slab [F. fr Bret tolmen, fr tol table 
(fr L tabula board, plank) + men stone] 

dolomite /dolamiet/ n calcium magnesium carbonate occurring as a 
mineral and a limestone rock [F, fr D^at de Dolomieu flSOl F 
geologist] - dolomitic /-'mitik/ adj 

dolorous /'dolaras/ adj causing or expressing misery or gnef - dolor- 
ously adv, dolorousness n 

dolour, NAm chiefly dolor /dohia/ n mental suffenng or anguish [ME 
dolour, fr MF, fr I dolor pain, gnef, fr dolere to feel pain, gneve - more 
at condoll] 

dolphin /'dolfin/ n 1 any of various small toothed whales with the snout 
elongated into a beak to varying extents 2 a spar or buoy for mooring 
boats [ME, fr MF dophin. daufin, fr OF dalHn, fr OProv, fr ML dalHnus, 
alter of L delphinus, fr Gk delphin-, delphis, akin to Gk delphys womb, 
Skt garbha] 

dolt /dohit/ n an extremely dull or stupid person [prob akin to OE dol 
foolish] - doltish adj, doltishly adv, doltishness n 
Dom /dom/ n 1 - used as a title for Benedictine, Carthusian, and 
Cistercian monks and some canons regular 2 - used formerly as a title 
preceding the Chnstian name of a Portuguese or Brazilian man of rank 
[L dominus master] 

•dom /-d(a)m/ suffix (-* n) la rank or office of (dukedovn) b realm or 
junsdiction of <it/ngdom><C/ins/endom> 2 state or fact of being 
</jwdom> <fro/wiom> 3 group or class of people having (a specified 
office, occupation, interest, or character) (^officialdom} <////7idom> [ME. 
fr OE -dom, akin to OHG -tuom -dom, OE dom judgment - more at 
doom] 

domain /da'mayn/ /i 1 a terntory over which control is exercised 2 a 
sphere of influence or activity 3 the set of values to which a vanable is 
limited; esp the set of values that the independent vanable of a function 
may take on 4 any of the small randomly onented regions of uniform 
magnetization in a ferromagnetic substance [MF domaine, dcmaine, fr L 
dominium, fr dominus master, owner] 

'dome /dohm/ n 1 a (nearly) hemisphencal roof or vault 2 a 
dome-shaped (geologtcal) structure 3 archaic a stately building, a man- 
sion [F, It, & L; F dome dome, cathedral, fr It duomo cathedral, fr ML 
domus church, fr L, house - more at timber] - domal /dobrnfa)!/ 
adj 

’domt vt to cover with or form into a dome 
'Domesday .Book /'doohmz.day, -di/ n a record of a survey ('; f nglish 
lands made by order of William I about 1086 [ME, fr domesday 
doomsday] 

'domestic /da'mestik/ adj I of or devoted to the home or the family 2 
of one’s own or some particular country, not foragn <'^ politics') 3a 
living near or about the habitations of human beings b tame; also bred 
by human beings for spme specific purpose (c g food, hunting, etc) [MF 
domestique, fr L domesticus, fr domus] - domcftically adv 
’domestic n a household servant 

domesticate /da'mestikayt/ vT 1 to bring (an animal or species) under 
human control for some specific purpose (e g for carrying loads, hunting, 
food, etc) 2 to cause to be fond of or adapted to household duties or 
pleasures - doneatlcatlon /-'kaysh(a)n/ 

domestic fowl n a chicken, turkey, or other bird developed from the 
jungle fowl, esp for meat or egg production 
domesticity /.dome'stisati/ n (devotion to) home or family life 
do,me8tic 'science n instruction in the household arts 
'domicile /domisiel/ also doMicll /-s(i)l/ n a home; esp a person’s 


permanent and pnncipal home for legal purposes [MF, fr L domtciUum, 
fr domus] 

’domicils vt to establish in or provide with a domicile 
domiciliary /.domi'silyan/ adj 1 of or being a domicile 2 taking place 
or attending in the home visit) 

'dominant /dominant/ adj 1 commanding, controlling, or prevailing 
over all others 2 overlooking and commanding from a supenor height 3 
being the one of a pair of b^ily structures that is the more effective or 
predominant in action (the ^ eye) 4 being the one of a pair of (genes 
determining) contrasting inhented charactenstics that predominates - 
compare recxssive 2 [MF or L; MF, fr L dominant-, dominans, prp of 
domtnan to rule, govern] - dominance /-nans/ n, dominantly adv 
’dominant n 1 a socially dominant individual 2 the fifth note of a 
diatonic scale 

dominate /'dominayt/ vt 1 to exert controlling influence or power over 
2 to overlook from a supenor height 3 to occupy a commanding or 
preeminent position in v/ 1 to have or exert mastery or control 2 to 
occupy a higher or supenor position [L dominatus, pp of dommari, fr 
dominus master - more at da ml] dominator n. dominativc /dominativ/ 
adj, domination /-'naysh(a)n/ n 

domineer /.domi'nia/ vi to exercise arbitrary or overbearing control (a 
- ing husband) [D domineren, fr F dominer, fr L dommari] - domineer- 
ingly adv 

dominical /da'minikl/ adj 1 of Jesus Chnst 2 of the Lord’s day [LL 
dommicahs, fr dominicus (dies) the Lord’s day, fr L dommicus of a lord, 
fr dominus lord, master] 

Dominican /da'minikan/ n or adj (a member) of a preaching order of 
mendicant fnars founded by St Dominic in 12 IS [St Dominic (Domingo 
de Guzman) tl221 Sp pnest] 

dominie /domim/ n. chiefly Scot a teacher, schoolmaster [L domine, 
voc of dominus] 

dominion /da'minyan, -m an/ n 1 the power or nght to rule, sovereignty 
2 absolute ownership 3 often cap a self-governing nation of the Common- 
wealth other than the United Kingdom [ME dominioun, fr MF dcmiin- 
lon, modif of L dominium, fr dominus] 

Do'minion .Day n July 1 observed as a public holiday in Canada 
marking the grant of dominion status in 1 867 
domino /dominoh/ n, pi dominoea, dominos la(l) a long loose hooded 
cloak worn with a mask as a masquerade costume (2) a half mask worn 
with a masquerade costume b sby weanng a domino 2a a flat rectangular 
block uhosc face is divided into 2 equal parts that are blank or bear from 
1 to usn dots arranged as on dice faces b pi but usu sing w constr any 
of sever. 1 games played with a set of usu 28 dominoes [F, prob fr L 
domino (in the ntual formula benedicamus Domino let us bless the LordX 
dat of dominus] 

'domino .theory n a theory that if one nation in an area, specif SE Asia, 
becomes Communist-controlled the same thing will happen to the neigh- 
bounng nations [fr the fact that if several dominoes are stood on end one 
behind the other with slight spaces between, a push on the first will make 
all the others topple] 

dompast /dom.pahs/ n an identity document that must be earned by 
nonwhULa in S Africa - compare pass law [Afnk dompas, fr dom stupid 
4 pas pass] 

'don /don/ n 1 a Spanish nobleman or gentleman - used as a title 
preceding the Chnstian name 2 a head, tutor, or fellow in a college of 
Oxford or Cambndge university, broadly a university teacher [Sp, fr L 
dominus master - more at dame] 

’don vt -nB- PUT ON la, b [contr of do + on] 
dona /dona/ n a Portuguese or Brazilian woman of rank - formerly used 
as a title preceding the Chnsuan name [Pg, fr L domina] 
doha /donya/ n a Spanish woman, esp of rank - used as a title preceding 
the Christian name [Sp, fr L domina lady] 

donate /doh'nayt/ vb 1 to make a gift or donation (oO, esp to a public 
or charitable cause 2 to give off or transfer (eg electrons) [back- 
formation fr donation] - donator n 

donation /doh'nay$h(a)n/ n 1 the act of donating 2 sthg donated [ME 
donatyowne, fr L donation-, donatio, fr donatus, pp of donare to preMnt, 
fr donum gift; akin to L dare to give - more at 'date] 

'donative /dohnativ/ n a special gift or donation 
’donative adj subject to donation (a ^ trust) [L doaativus, fr dona- 
tus] 

'done /dun/ 1 past part of do 2 chiefly dial A NAm past of do 
’done adj 1 conformable to social convention (it’s not to eat peas off 
your knife) 2 arrived at or brought to an end; completed 3 physically 
exhausted; spent 4 no longer involved; through (Fm ~ with the Anay) 
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5 doomed to failure, defeat, or death 6 cooked sufficiently 7 arrested, 
impnsoned - slang (^robbed a bank and got ^ for 10 years'^ 

*don€ inteij - used in acceptance of a bet or transaction 
'don« .for adj 1 dead or close to death 2 ruined, finished USE infml 
Donogal /.doni'gawl/, Donegal tweed n a heavy woollen fabnc charac- 
terized by colourful flecks in the weft yam [Donegal county. Eire] 
,dono 'in adj physically exhausted - infml 

'dong /dong/ n a penis - slang [dong (to sound like a bell, stnke), of imit 

Hlong /dong/ n Vietnam at nationality [Annamese] 
donga /dong-ga/ n, SAfr a narrow steep-sided ravine [Afnk. fr Zulu] 
donjon /'dunj(a)n. 'don-/ n a massive inner tower in a medieval castle 
CHURCH [ME - more at dungeon] 

Don Juan /don 'jooh-an, (Sp don X wan)/ n a promiscuous man, broadly 
a lady-killer [Don Juan, legendary Spanish nobleman featured in many 
woilts of literature] 

donkey /'dongki/ n 1 the domestic ass 2 a stupid or obstinate person 
[perh fr 'diui + -key (as in monkey)] 

'donkey .engine n a small, usu portable, auxiliary engine 
'donkey jacket n a thick hip-length hard-wearing jacl^ usu blue and 
with a strip of (imitation) leather across the shoulders garment 
'donkey's .years n pi, chtefly Br a very long time - infml 
'donkey.work /-.wuhk/ n hard, monotonous, and routine work - 
infml 

donna /‘dona/ n, p/donne /donay/ an Italian woman, esp of rank - used 
as a title preceding the Christian name [It. fr L domina] 
donnte /donay/ n, pi donnees /-nayiV a basic fact or assumption on 
which a work of fiction or drama proceeds [F, fr fern of donne, pp of 
donner to give, fr L donare to donate] 

donnish /'donish/ adj pedantic ['don + -ish] - donnishly adv, donnlih- 

ness n 

donor /'dohna/ n 1 a person who gives, donates, or presents 2 sby used 
as a Siource of biological material <a blood 3a a compound capable 
of giving up a part (eg an atom, radical, or elementary particle) for 
combination with an acceptor b an impurity that is added to a semicon- 
ductor to increase the number of mobile electrons [MF doneur, fr L 
donator, fr donatus, pp of donare] 

'don't /dohnt/ 1 do not 2 docs not - nonstandard, though sometimes 
used by educated speakers <rhere are simply certain things he ^ know 

- Ezra Pound) 

’don't fl a prohibition > usu pi <a list of dos and ^s> 
doodad /'dooh.dad/ n. chiefly NAm a small, trivial, or decorative article 

- infml [origin unknown] 

doodah /'dooh.dah/ n, Br a small article whose name is unknown or 
forgotten - infml [origin unknown] 

doodia /'doohdl/ vi orn doodling /'doohdling, 'doohdi-ing/ (to make) an 
aimless scribble or sketch [perh fr doodle (simpleton), fr LG dudeltopf] 

- doodler /"doolidb/ n 

'doodla.bug /-.bug/ n flying bomb - infml [prob fr doodle (fool) + 
bug] 

doolan /doohbn/ n, often cap, NZ roman catholic [prob fr Doolan, 
a common Irish surname] 

'doom /doohra/ a 1 a law m Anglo-Saxon ^gland 2a judgmeni 2a; 
a/saancAaicajudicialcondenination b judgment day 3a an (unhappy) 
destiny b unavoidable death or destruction; also environmental catas- 
trophe - often in combination (Jhe road forward does not he throuifi the 
despair of doomwafc/iing ... - New Saentist} [MC> ft OE dom-, akin 
to OHG tuom condition, sute, OE don to do] 

’doom vr 1 to destine, esp to failure or destruction 2 archaic to give 
judgment against; condemn 

doomaday /'doohmz.day, -di/ n, often cap judgment day; broadly 
some remote point in the future <i/ you expect people to work harder for 
teas money, you*ll have to wait from now till ^ > 
door /daw/ o 1 a usu swinging or sliding barrier by which an entr^ is 
closed and opened; also a simibr part of a piece of furniture 
architecture 2 a doorway 3 a means of access [ME dure, dor, fr OE 
duru door k dor gate; akin to OHO turi door, L fores, Gk thyn] - 
doorlMi adj - ai someone's door as a charge against sby as being 
teapooMhlt (laid the blame at our door) 

'door.f rama /-.fraym/ n 1 a frame round the opening in which a door 
it fitted 2 the framework in which the paneb of a door are fitted 
'dOCN’.kaapar AJteepe/ o a person who guards the main door to a 
builfiikg and leci people in and out 

'door.knab /- 410 b/ n a knob that when turned' releases a^door latch 


'doorman /-man/ n a (uniformed) person who tends the entrance to a 
hotel, theatre, etc and assists people (e g in calling taxis) 

'doormat /-.mat/ n la mat (e g of bristles) placed before or inside a door 
for wiping dirt from the shoes 2 a person who submits to bullying and 
indignities > infml 

'doornail /-.nayl/ n a large-headed nail formerly used for the strengthen- 
ing or decoration of doors - chiefly in dead as a doornail 
'doorpost /-.pohst/ n an upnght piece forming the side of a door 
opening 

'doorstep /-.step/ n 1 a step in front of an outer door 2 Bra very thick 
slice of bread - infml 

'door.Rtop /-.stop/ n a device for holding a door open or preventing it 
opening loo far 

'.door-to-'door adj 1 making a usu unsolicited call (eg for selling, 
canvassing, etc) at every residence in an area 2 providing delivery to a 
specified address 

’door-to-door adv from the precise point of departure to the final point 
of arnval <a journey of 2 hours ^) 

'doorway /-.way/ n an entrance into a building or room that is closed 
by means of a door 

do over vt, Br to attack and injure - slang 

dope /'dopa/ n a denvative of phenylalanine, esp l-dopa [Jihydroxy- 
phenvlalanine] 

dopamina /'dopa.meen/ n a derivative of dopa that occurs esp as a 
neurotransmitter in the brain [dope + amine] 
dopant /'dohp(a)nt/ n an impurity added, usu in minute amounts, to a 
pure substance to alter its properties [^dope] 

'dope /dohp/ n la a thick liquid or pasty preparation b a preparation for 
giving a desired quality to a substance or surface c a coating (eg a 
cellulose varnish) applied to a surface or fabnc (e g of an aeroplane or 
balloon) to improve strength, impermeability, or tautness 2 absorbent or 
adsorbent material used in vanous manufacturing processes (eg the 
making of dynamite) 3a manjuana, opium, or another drug b a prepara- 
tion given illegally to a racing horse, greyhound, etc to make it run faster 
' or slower 4 a stupid person - infml 5 information, esp from a reliable 
source - mfml [D doop sauce, fr dopen to dip, akin to OE dyppan to dtp 
- more at dip] 

’dope vt 1 to treat or affect with dope, esp to give a narcotic to 2 to add 
an impunty to (a semiconductor) so as to give the required clectncal 
properties vi to take dope - doper n 
dopey, dopy /'dohpi/ adj la dulled by alcohol or a narcotic b stupefied 
(e g by a drug or sleep) 2 dull, stupid - infml - dopiness n 
doppelgdnger /'dophgenga/, doppeJganger /-.gangs/ n a ghostly coun- 
terpart of a living person [G doppelganger, fr doppel- double + -ganger 
goer] 

Doppler /'dopb/ adj of or using a shift in frequency in accordance with 
the Doppler effect 

'Doppler effect n a change in the apparent frequency of sound, light, 
or other waves when there is relative motion between the source and the 
observer [Chnstian Doppler tl8S3 Austnan scientist k mathema- 
tician] 

Dorian /'dawn^an/ n or adj (a member) of an ancient Hellenic race settled 
chiefly in the Peloponnesus and Crete [L dorius of Dons, fr Gk ddnos, 
fr Dons, region of ancient Greece] 

'Doric /donk/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of the Donans or their langui^2 
of the oldest and simplest of the 3 Greek orders of architecture — ^ 
architecture 

’Doric n 1 a dialect of ancient Greek 2 a broad rustic dialect of English, 

. esp a Scots one 

dorm /dawm/ n dormitory 1 > infml 

dormant /'dawmant/ adj 1 marked by a sua^nsion of activity: e g a 
temporarily devoid of external activity <a ^ volcano} b temporarily in 
abeyance <lAe report lay ^ for several years until its suggestions were 
taken up by a new administration} 2 (appearing to be) asleep or inactive, 
esp throughout winter [ME dormaunt fixed, stationary, fr MF dormant, 
fr prp of dormir to sle^, fr L dormirc, akin to Skt drati he sleeps] - 
donaRBcy /-mansi/ n 

dormar /'dawma/ n a window set vertically in a structure projecting 
through a sloping roof architecture [MF dormeor dormitory, fr 
L dormitorium] 

dormit, dormy /'dawmi/ adj being ahead by as many holes in golf as 
remain to be ^ayed [origin unknown] 

dormitory /*dawmat(a)ri/ n 1 a large room containing a number of beds 
2 a residential community from which the inhabitants commute to their 
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places of employment <a town} [L donnitonum, fr donnitus, pp of 
donnire to sleep] 

Dormobile /'dawma.beel/ trademark - used for a small motorized 
caravan 

dormouse /'daw.mows/ n any of numerous small Old World rodents 
having a long bushy tail [ME dormowse, perh fr MF dormtr f ME mous 
mouse] 

dorp /dawp/ n, SAfr a village [D, fr MD; akin to OHG dorf village] 
dors- /daws>/« dorsi-, dorso- comb form 1 back <dorsad> 2 dorsal and 
<dorso/a/er8/> [LL dors-, fr L dorsum] 
dorsal /'dawsi/ adj relating to or situated near or on the back or top 
surface esp of an animal or aircraft or of any of its parts - compare 
vENTRAi lb [LL dorsalis, fr L dorsum back] - dorsally adv 
dorsal fin n a medium longitudinal vertical fin on the back of a fish or 
other aquatic vertebrate 

*dory /'dawn/ n a flat-bottomed boat with high sides [Miskito don dugout] 
’dory n John dory 

dos-d-dos /.doh za 'doh/ n a s^t (e g in a carnage) designed for sitting 
back to back - compare TFrt-A-iETF 2 [F, fr dos-a-dos back to back] 
dosage /'dohsij/ n la the amount of a dose of medicine b the giving of 
such a dose 2 the presence and relative representation or strength of a 
factor or agent 

dose /dohs/ n la the measured quantity of medicine to be taken at one 
time b the quantity of radiation administered or absorbed 2 a part of an 
expenence to which one is exposed (a ^ of hard worky 3 an infection 
with a venereal disease - slang - dose vt [F, fr LL dosis, fr Gk. lit . act 
of giving, fr difjionai to give - more at date] 
doss /dos/ if, ciuetty tir I a crude or makeshift bed, esp one in a 
dosshouse 2 a short sleep USE slang [perh fr obs dorse, doss (back), fr 
L dorsum] 

doss down vi, chiefly Br to sleep or bed down in a makeshift bed - 
infml 

dosser /'dosa/ n, chiefly Br a down-and-out, esp one who is forced to 
sleep in dosshouses 

‘doss, house /-.hows/ n, chiefly Br a hostel for derelicts 
dossier /'dosi-a, 'dosiay/ n a file of papers containing a detailed report 
or information [F, bundle of documents labelled on the back, dossier, fr 
dos back, fr L dorsum] 
dost /dust/ archaic pres 2 sing of ixj 

'dot /dot/ /I 1 a small spot, a speck 2a(l) a small point made with a 
pointed instrument (2) a small round mark used in spelling or punctu- 
ation b(l) a point after a note or rest in music indicating augmentation 
of the time value by one half (2) a point over or under a note indicating 
that It IS to be played staccato 3 a precise point, esp in time <arnved at 
6 on the 4 a signal (e g a flash or audible tone) of relatively short 
duration that is on^of the 2 fundamental units of Morse code - compare 
'dash 6 USE {2b) music [(assumed) ME, fr OE dott head of a boil, 

akin to OHG tuttu nipple. D dot knot, tuft] 

’dot vb -tt- vt 1 to mark with a dot 2 to intersperse with dots or objects 
scattered at random {boats ^ ting the lakey ^ vi to make a dot 
dotage /dobtij/ n a state or penod of senile mental decay resulting in 
feeblemindedness [ME, fr doten to dote] 
dotard /dobtad/ n a person in his/her dotage 
dote /doht/ vi l to exhibit mental decline of or like that of old age 2 to 
show excessive or foolish fondness - usu -t- on [ME doten, akin to MLG 
dotten to be foolish, MD dutten to be enraged, Icel dotta to nod from 
fatigue) - doter n, doUnslv adv 
doth /duth/ archaic pres 3 sing of do 

'dot .product n scai ar product ['dot-, fr its being commonly wnt- 
ten A B\ 

dotterel /'dotral/ n a Eurasian plover formerly common in Bntain [ME 
dotrelle, irreg fr doten to dote] 

dottle /'dotl/ u (partially) unbumt tobacco left in the bowl of a pipe [ME 
done! plug, fr (assumed) ME dot] 

dotty /dotl/ 1 crazy, mad 2 amiably eccentric or absurd USE in(m\ 
[alter, of Sc dottle fool, fr ME dotel, fr doten] - dottily adv, dotti- 
■esa n 

'Douay .Version /'dooh.ay/ n an English 17th-c translation of the 
Vulgate used by Roman Catholics [Douay, Douai, city in France] 
’double /"dubl/ adj 1 twofold, dual 2 consisting of 2, usu combined, 
similar members or parts {an egg with a ~ yolky 3 being twice as great 
or as many the number of expected applicantsy 4 marked by 
duplicity; deceitful 5 folded in 2 6 of twofold or extra size, strength, or 
value <* ^ Scotchy {a ~ roomy T of a plant or Bower having more than 
the normal number of petals or ray flowers > compare single [ME, fr 


OF. fr L duplus, fr duo two * -plus multiplied by; akin to Gk diphos 
double, OE fealdan to fold - more at two, 'fold] - doublencsa n 
’double n 1 a double amount; esp a double measure of spints 2a a living 
person who closely resembles another living person b a wraith; a 
doppelganger c(l) an understudy (2) one who resembles an actor and 
takes his/her place in scenes calling for special skills 3 a sharp turn or 
twist 4a a bet in which the winnings and stake from a first race are bet 
on a second race b two wins in or on horse races, esp in a single day's 
racing 5 an act of doubling in a card game 6 the outermost narrow nng 
on a dartboard counting double the stated score, also a throw in darts that 
lands there - at tbe double at a fast rate between running and walking. 
specif, of a military order to move in double time 
’double adv 1 to twice the extent or amount 2 two together 
^double vb doubled; doubling /'dubling, 'dubl-ing/ vt la to increase by 
adding an equal amount b to amount to twice the number of c to make 
a call in bndge that increases the value of tneks won or lost on (an 
opponent's bid) 2a to make into 2 thicknesses, fold b to clench {'^dhis 
Bsty c to cause to stoop or bend over - usu + up or over 3 to cause 
(troops) to move in double time 4 to cause (a billiard ball) to rebound ~ vi 
la to become twice as much or as many b to double a bid (e g in bridge) 

2 to turn back on one's course - usu ^ back 3 to become bent or folded, 
usu in the middle - usu ^ up or over 4 to serve an additional purpose 
- usu ^ as 5 to hurry along, esp, of troops to move in double time 6 of 
a billiard ball to rebound 

.double-'acting adj acting or effective in 2 directions or ways, esp, of an 
engine being a reciprocating engine in which the working fluid (e g steam) 
acts on both sides of the piston 

double agent n a spy pretending to serve one government while actually 
serving another 

double bar n two adjacent vertical lines or a heavy single line marking 
the end of a pnncipal section of a musical composition music 
.double-'bar relied adj I of a firearm having 2 barrels 2 having a double 
purpose {asked a ^ questiony ^ of a surname having 2 parts 
.double 'bast n the largest instrument in the violin family tuned a fifth 
below the cello - double bassist n 
.double 'bed n a bed for 2 people 

.double 'bind n (a psychological dilemma provoked by) a situation in 
which a person receives conflicting cues as to his/her desired behaviour 
towards another, usu a parent or other family member, so that anything 
he/she does will be condemned, broadly a situation where any choice a 
person makes will have unpleasant consequences 
.doubit-'blind adj of or being an expenmental procedure which is 
designed to eliminate false results, in which neither the subjects nor the 
expenmenters know the make-up of the test groups and control groups 
dunng the actual course of the expenments - compare single-blind 
.double 'boiler n, chieBy NAm double saucepan 
double bond n a chemical bond consisting of 2 covalent bonds between 
2 atoms in a molecule 

.double-'breaeted adj having a front fastening with one half of the front 
overlapping the other and usu a double row of buttons and a single row 
of buttonholes <a - coaty - compare single-breasted gar- 
MENT 

double bridle n a bndle consisting of 2 bits that work independently and 
used esp for show horses 

double check vb or n (to make or subject to) a careful check, esp for 
a second time 

.double 'chin n a chin with a fleshy fold under it 
.double 'cream n thick heavy cream that contains 48 per cent butlerfat 
and IS suitable for whipping - compare single cream 
.double-'croas vt or n (to deceive by) an act of betraymg or cheating - 
dottble-crosaer n 

.double 'dagger n a sign ; used as the third in the senes of reference 
marks symbol 

.double-'dealing adj or n underhand or deceitful (action) - doab- 
le-dealer n 

.double-'decker /'deka/ n sthg that has 2 decks, levels, or layers; esp a 
bus with seats on 2 floors 

.double de'clutch /dee'kluch/ vi, Br to change gear in a motor vehicle 
by disengaging the gear twice, first to pass to neutral, then to pass to the 
desired gear 

double decomposition n a chemical reaction in which different kinds 
of molecules exchange parts to form other kinds of molecules 
.double 'dutch n, often cap 2nd D unintelligible or nonsensical speech 
or wnting, gibberish - infml 

.double-'edged a4i having 2 purposes or possible interpretations; specif. 
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of M rcntMrk seeming innocent, but capable of a malicious interpret- 
ation 

.iloubl«-'«nded adj similar at both ends <a ^ bolt} 
double •ntendrt /,doohbl on'ton(h)dr (Fr dubi atfiidr)/ n, pi double 
eateudref /^ / an ambiguous word or expression one of whose meanings 
IS usu risque [obs F, lit., double meaning] 

.doubl9-'factd adj two-faced, hypocritical 

double fault n two consecutive wmce faults in tennis, squash, etc. 
resulting in the loss of a point or of the service > double-fault vi 
.doubla first n, Br first-class honours gained in 2 university examina- 
tions or subjects 

doubla flat n a character on the musical staff indicating a drop in pitch 
of 2 semitones ^3^ music 

.doubla 'glazing n a system of glazing in which 2 panes of glass are 
separated by an air space ^viding heat and sound insulation; also the 
2 panes of glass so used energy - double-glaze vt 
.doubla'haadar /-'heda/ n, NAm two games, contests, ot events held 
consecutively on the same programme 

.doubla 'halix n two parallel helices arranged round the same axis; specif 
this arrangement of 2 complementary DN A strands with the bases of each 
strand pointing inwards and hydrogen-bonding with those of the other, 
that is regarded as the basic structure of the DNA of most living 
things 

.doubla-'Jointad adj having or being a joint that permits an exceptional 
degree of Hexibility of the parts joined 

doubla knit n a knitted fabric (e g wool) made with a double set of 
needles to produce a double thickness of fabric with each thickness joined 
by interlocking stitches 

.doubla 'nagativa n a syntactic construction containing 2 negatives and 
having a negative meaning <7 didn't hear nothing' is a 
.doubla-'park vi to park beside a row of vehicles already parked parallel 
to the kerb 

.doubla-'qulck adj very quick > double-quick adv 
doubla raad n two cane reeds bound and vibrating against each other 
and used as the mouthpiece of woodwind instruments of the oboe 
family 

double refraction n birefringence 

doublet /*dublz/ n. pi doubles a game between 2 pairs of players 
double ealt n a salt regarded as a molecular combination of 2 simple 
salts 

double saucepan n, Br two interlocking saucepans, the contents of the 
upper being cooked or heated by boiling water in the lower 
double sharp n a character on the musical staff indicating a nse in pitch 
of 2 semitones music 
'double.speak /-^peek/ n double-talk 

double standard n a prinaple or code that applies more ngorously to 
one group than to another 

double star n (2 stars that appear to be) a binary star 
double stopping n the simultaneous playing of 2 stnngs of a bowed 
instrument (e g a violin) 

doublet /"dublit/ n 1 a man’s close-fitting jacket, with or without sleeves, 
worn in Europe, esp in the ISth to 17th c garment 2 two thrown 
dice showing the same number on the upper face 3 either of a pair; specif 
either of 2 words (e g guard and wan/) in q language having the same 
derivation but a different meaning [ME, fr MF, fr double] 

'double .take n a delayed reaction to a surpnsing or significant situation 
- esp in do a double take 

'double-.talk n involved and often deliberately ambiguous language - 
doable-talk vi, double-talker n 

'double.think /-.thingk/ ir a simultaneous belief in 2 contradictory 
ideas 

.double 'time II 1 a rate of marching of twice the number of steps per 
minute as the normal slow rate 2 payment of a worker at twice his/her 
regular wage rate 

double-tongue vi to use tongue movements to produce a fast suc- 
cession of detached notes on a wind instrument 
double twill n a twill weave with intersecting diagonal lines going in 
opposite directions 

double up vi to share accommodation designed for one 
.double ‘vision n diplopia 

doubloon /dubloohn/ a a former gold coin of Spain and Spanish 
America [Sp dobldn, aug of do6b, an old Spanish coin, fr L dupla, fern 
of duphtt double - more at double] 

doubly /'dubU/ adv 1 to twice the degree phased) 2 in 2 ways 
*doubt /dowt/ It 1 to twin doubt about <be -^'seveiyofie’s iUQfd> 2a to 


lack confidence in; distrust b to consider unlikely ^ vi to be uncertam 
[ME douten to fear, be uncertain, fr OF douter to doubt, fr L dubitare\ 
akin to L dubms dubious - more at dubious] - doubtable adj, doubter n, 
doubtingly adv 

*doubt n 1 (a state oO uncertainty of belief or opinion 2 a lack of 
confidence; distrust 3 an inclination not to believe or accept; a reservation 
- in doubt uncertain - no doubt doubtless 
'doubtful /-f[3)l/ adj 1 causing doubt, open to question 2a lacking a 
definite opinion; hesitant b uncertain in outcome, not settled 3 of 
questionable worth, honesty, or validity - doubtfully adv, doubtful- 
ness n 

.doubting 'Thomas /'tomos/ n a habitually doubtful person [Thomas, 
apostle of Jesus who doubted Jesus' resurrection until he had proof of it 
(Jn 20-24.29)] 

'doubtless /-lis/ adv l without doubt 2 probably 
douce /doohs/ adj, chiefly Scot sober, sedate [ME. sweet, pleasant, fr 
MF, fr fern of douz, fr L dulcis] - doucely adv 
douche /doohsh/ n (a device for giving) a jet or current of fluid, directed 
against a part or into a cavity of the body, esp the vagina [F, fr It doccia, 
fr docciare to douche, fr doccia water pipe, prob back-formation fr 
doccione conduit, fr L duction-, ductio action of leading, fr ductus, pp of 
ducere to lead ~ more at 'tow] - douche vb 

dough /doh/ n 1 a mixture that consists essentially of flour or meal and 
milk, water, or another liquid and is stiff enough to knead or roll - 
compare batter 2 money - slang [ME dogh, fr OE dag-, akin to OHG 
teic dough. L fmgere to shape. Gk teichos wall] - doughlike adj 
doughboy /doh, boy/ n a US infantryman, esp in WW I [doughboy (a 
dumpling or piece of fned bread dough); prob f^r the large round buttons 
on the US infantry uniform in the Civil War] 

doughnut /'doh, nut/ n 1 a small round or nng-shaped cake that is oflen 
made with a yeast dough, filled with jam, and deep-fned 2 sthg 
nng-shaped; specif torvs 3 

doughty /dowti/ adj valiant, bold - poetic [ME. fr OE dohtig-, akin to 
OHG toug IS useful, Gk teuchein to make] - doughtily /dowtili/ adv, 

doughtiness n 

'doughy /doh*i/ adj unhealthily pale; pasty [dough » '-y] 

.Douglas 'fir /'dugbs/ n a tall evergreen tree uf the western USA that 
IS extensively grown for its wood [David Douglas 1 1834 Sc botanist] 
.Douglas 'spruce n dguglas fir 

do up vt 1 to repair, restore <do up old furniture) 2 to wrap up <do up 
a parcef) 3 to fasten (clothing or its fastenings) together <5/ie did her 
blouse up) 4 to make more beautiful or attractive (,she's done herself up 
for the party) - infml 

dour /dowa/ adj 1 stem, harsh 2 gloomy, sullen [ME, prob fr Gael dur 
dull, obstinate, perh fr L durus hard] - dourly adv, doumess n 
douroucouli /.doohrooh'koohli/ n any of several nocturnal S Amencan 
monkeys [native name in S Amenca] 

'douae, dowse /dows/ vt to take (a sail) in or down [douse (blow, stroke), 
of unknown origin] 

*douae, dowse vt 1 to plunge into or drench with water 2 to extinguish 
the lights) [prob fr obs douse (to smite), fr 'douse-, akin to LG dossen 
to stnke] - douser n 

*dove /duv/ n 1 any of various (smaller and slenderer) types of pigeon 2 
an advocate of negotiation and compromise; esp an opponent of war - usu 
contrasted with hawk [ME, fr (assumed) OE dufe, akin to OHG tuba 
dove, k prob to OE deaf deaf] - dovish adj, dovishness n 
*dove /dohv/ NAm past of dive 

'dov9-,colour /duv/ n slightly pink warm gfey - dove-colonred adj 
dovecot, dovecote /duv.kot/ o a small com(|artmented raised house or 
box for domestic pigeons 

doveklo /duvki/ n a small auk that breedg on arctic coasts (dim. of 
dove] 

.Dover 'eole /'dohv3//i a European flatfish highly valued for food [prob 
fr Dover, town in England] ^ 

'Dover'e .powder n a powder of ipecacuinha and opium used, esp 
formerly, as medicine [Thomas Dover tl742 E physician] 

'doveteM /duv.tayl/ n a tenon like a dove's tail and the mortise into which 
it fits to form a joint 

'dovetail vb 1 to join (as iO by means of dovetails 2 to fit skilfully 
together to fbrm a whole 

dowager /dowaja/ n 1 a widow holding property or a title received 
from her deceased husband 2 a dignified elderly woman [MF dtniqgiere, 
fr douage dower, fr douer to endow, fr L dotare, fr dot-, doe gift, dower 
« more at dowry] 

dowdy /dowdi/ adj 1 not neat or smart in appearance 2 old-fashioned. 
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frumpy [dowd (ugly woman), fr ME doudc] - dowdlly adv, dowdinesa n, 
dowdyish adj 

'dowol /'dowal/ n a usu metal or wooden pin fitting into holes in adjacent 
pieces to preserve their relative positions; also rods of wood or metal for 
sawing into such pins [ME dowtc, akin to OHG tubili plug, LGk typhos 
wedge] 

’dowel vt -II- {NAm -I-, -I1-) to fasten by dowels 
dower /'dowa/ n a widow's legal share during her life of her deceased 
husband’s property - no longer used technically [ME dowcre, fr MF 
douaire, modif of ML dotarium - more at dowry] 

Dow-Jones index /.dow 'johnz/ n an index of the pnces of secunties 
in the USA based on the daily average pnce of selected lists of shares 
[Charles H Oow tl902 & Edward D Jones tl920 US financial statisti- 
cians] 

dowlas /'dowlas/ n 1 a rough linen fabnc used for clothing in former 
times 2 a strong cotton fabric of coarse yarn used esp for household cloths 
and towels [Daoulas, town in Bnttany. France] 

'down /down/ n (a region oO undulating treeless usu chalk uplands, esp 
in S England - usu pi with sing, meaning [ME doun hill, fr OE dun, akin 
to ON dunn down of feathers] 

’down adv la at or towards a relatively low level into the cellar^ (jlhe 
nver is b downwards from the surface of the earth or water c below 
the honzon d downstream t in or into a lying or sitting position (he ^ > 
f to or on the ground, surface, or bottom (house burnt > (telephone 
wires are g so as to conceal a particular surface (turned it face ^ > 
h downstairs 2 on the spot 2, esp as an initial payment (paid £10 -) 
3a(l) in or into a. relatively low condition or status (family has come 
in the world) - sometimes used mterjectionally to express opposition < — 
with the oppressors') (2) to pnson - often ■+ go or send b(l) in or into 
a state of relatively low intensity or activity (calm > (turn the radio ^ > 
(2) into silence (shouted him > (3) into a slower pace or lower gear 
(changed into second) c lower in amount, price, figure, or rank 
(pnces are coming ^ > d behind an opponent (we*re J points > 4a so 
as to be known, recognized, or recorded, esp on paper (scnbbf^ it 

- > (you're ^ to speak next) - compare set down, put d<5Wn b so as 
to be firmly held in position (stick ^ the flap of the envelope) (don't like 
to feel tied ^ ) c to the moment of catching or discovenng (track the 
cnminal 5 in a direction conventionally the opposite of up eg t to 
leeward b in or towards the south c chiefly Br away from the capital of 
a country or from a university city /n Wiltshire) d to or at the front 
of a theatncal stage 6 downwards 3, 4 (jewels handed in the family) 
7a to a concentrated state (got his report ^ to 3 pages) - compare boil 
down b so as to be nattened, reduced, eroded, or diluted (water ^ the 
gin) (heels worn ~ > c completely from top to bottom (hose the car ‘^) 
[ME doun, fr OE diine, short for adune, of dune, fr a- (fr oO, of off, from 
» dune, dat of dun hill] 

'down adj 1 directed or going downwards (the escalator) 2a 
depressed, dejected b ill with flu) 3 having been finished or dealt 
with (eight ^ and two to go) 4 with the rudder to windward - used with 
reference to a ship's helm 5 chiefly Br bound in a direction regarded as 
down; esp travelling away from a large town, esp London - compare 
UP 9 

*down prep la down along, round, through, towards, in, into, or on b 
at the l^ttom of (the bathroom is ^ those stairs) 2 Br down to; to (going 
~ the shops) - nonstandard 
'down n a grudge, prejudice - often in have a down on 
'down vt 1 to cause to go or come down 2 to dnnk down, swallow quickly 

- mfml 3 to defeat - infml - down toola chiefly Br to stop wor^ ' esp 
'strike 7 

’down n a covenng of soft flufTy feathers [ME doun, fr ON dunn, akin 
to ON daunn odour, dyja to shake] 

.down-and-out n or adj (sby) destitute or impovenshed 
"down, beat /-.beet/ n the principally accented (c g the first) note of a bar 
of music 

'downbeat adj 1 pessimistic, gloomy 2 relaxed, informal 
'down-.bow /boh/ n a stroke in playing a bowed instrument (e g a violin) 
in which the bow is drawn across the strings from the heel to the tip 
'down, cast /-.kahst/ adj 1 dejected, depressed 2 directed downwards 
(with — eyes) 

'down, draught /-,drahft/ n a downward movement of gas, esp air (e g 
in a chimney) 

downer /"downa/ n a depressing expenence or, situation - infml 
[•down + *-er] 

'down, fall /-.fawl/ n 1 (a cause oO a sudden fall (e g from high rank or 
power) 2 an often heavy fall of rain or esp snow - downfallen adj 


.down'f ield /-'feeld/ adv or adj in or into the part of the field towards 
which the attacking team is playing 

'down for prep being on the list to enter (e g a race or school) 
.down'grade /-'grayd/ vt 1 to lower in rank, value, or importance 2 to 
alter the status of (a job) so as to lower the rate of pay 
.down'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj downcast, dejected - downheartcdly adv, 
downheartedness n 

"down.hill /-.hil/ n a skiing race downhill against time > compare 

St At OM 

’.down'hill adv 1 towards the bottom of a hill 2 toward! a lower or 
infenor state or level - in downhill 
'.down'hill adj sloping downhill 

'Downing .Street /"downing/ n the Bntish government; also (a spokes- 
man for) the Bntish pnmc minister (talks between Dublin and 
IS expected to announce cabinet changes soon) [Downing Street, London, 
location of the Bntish Foreign &. Commonwealth Office and of the prime 
minister's official residence] 

'down, land /-.land, -bnd/ n (countryside resembling) the downs 
.down-market n being, producing, using, or characteristic of goods 
designed to appeal to the lower social end of a market ~ down-market 
adv 

‘down on prep having a low opinion of or grudge against (always ~ 
him) 

'down .payment n a deposit paid at the time of purchase or deliv- 
ery 

'down.pipe /-.piep/ n a pipe for carrying rainwater from the roof to the 
ground or drain 

'down.pour /-.paw/ n a heavy fall of ram 

'down.range /-.raynj/ adv away from a launching site and along the 
course of a test range (a missile landing 8000 km ^) - downraage 
adj 

''down.right /-.net/ adv thoroughly, outnght mean) 

'downright 1 absolute, thorough (a he) 2 plain, blunt <j man) 

- downrightly adv, downrigktncas n 

'Down's .syndrome /downz/ n a form of congenital mental deficiency 
in which a child is bom with slanting eyes, a broad short skull, and broad 
hands with short fingers, mongolism [J L H Down tl896 E phys- 
ician] 

.down'stage /-'stayj/ adv or adj at the front of a theatncal suge, also 
towards the audience or camera 

'.down stairs /-'steaz/ adv down the stairs; on or to a lower floor 
'downstairs adj situated on the mam, lower, or ground floor of a 
building 

'downstairs n, pi downstairs the lower floor of a building 
.down'stream /-'streem/ adv or adj m the direction of the flow of a 
stream 

'down,stroke /-.strohk/ n a stroke made m a downward direction 
'downtime /-.tiem/ n, chiefly NAm time dunng which a machine, 
factory, or department is inoperative dunng normal working hours 
'down to prep 1 - used to indicate a downward limit or boundarv (from 
the manager the office boy) 2a to be attnbuted to (the murders are 
^ the Kray gang) b being the responsibility of, up to S 
,down-tO-'aarth adj practical, realistic 

'down town /-.town/ adv, adj, or n, chiefly NAm (to, towards, or in) 
the lower part or mam business district of a town or city 
'down.trodden /’.trod(3)n/ adj oppressed by those in power 
'down,turn /-.tuhn/ n a downward turn, esp towards diminished busi- 
ness activity 

.down 'under adv m or into Australia or New Zealand 
downward /*downwood/ adj 1 moving or extending downwards (the 
^ path) 2 descending to a lower pitch 3 descending from a head, origin, 
or source - downwardly adv, downwardneat n 
'downwards /-woodz/ adv la from a higher to a lower place or levd; 
in the opposite direction from up (sun sank -» > b downstream c so as 
to conceal a particular surface (turned it face 2a from a higher to 
a lower condition b going down in amount, price, figure, or rank (from 
the fourth form <^>3 from an earlier time 4 from an ancestor or 
predecessor 

.down'wind /-'wind/ adv or adj in the direction that the wind is 
blowing 

downy /'downi/ adj 1 resembling or covered in down 2 made of 
down 

dowry /'dowri/ n the money, goods, or estate that a woman brings to her 
husband in marriage [ME dowarie, fr AF, iireg fr ML dotarium, fr L 
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dot-, dot gift, marriage portion, akin to L dare to give - more at 
*datb1 

*dowM /dows/ vt to douse 

”dow9e /Aamt/ vi to search for hidden water or minerals with a divining 
rod [origin unknown] 

dOW««r /’dowza/ n (a person using) a divining rod 
'dowsing .rod /dowzing/ n a divining rod 
doxology /dok'sobji/ n a liturgical expression of praise to God [ML 
doxoldgu, fr LGk, ft Gk doxM opinion, glory (ft dokein to seem, seem 
good) -JogiM -logy - more at decent] 

doxy /'doksi/ n, grchMic 1 a prostitute 2 mistress 4 [perh modif of obs 
D docke doU, fr MD] 

doyon /doyan (Fr dwaje)/, fern doyenne /doy'en (Fr dwigcn)/ n the 
senior or most expcnenc^ member of a body or group <Daii Maske//. ^ 
of tennis commentatorsy [F. fr LL decsnus dean - more at 'dean] 
doyloy, doyly /'doyli/ n a doily 

dote /dohz/ vi 1 to sleep lightly 2 to fall into a light sleep - usu 4 off 
[prob Scand origin; akin to ON dusa to doze; akin to MHG dosen to 
be quiet, doze] - doze n, dozer n 
dote ewey w to pass (time) drowsily 

dozen /*duzan/ A, p/ dozens, dozen la group of 12 2 an indefinitely large 
number - usu pi with sing, meaning </Ve ~$ of things to do} [ME 
dozeine, fr OF dozsine, fr doze twelve, fr L duodecim, ft duo two * decern 
ten - more at two. ten] - dozen adj, dozenth /'duzanth/ adj 
dozy /*dohzi/ adj 1 drowsy, sleepy 2 chiefly Br stupid and slow-witted 
- infinl - dozlne« n 

DPN /.dee pee 'en/ n - used, esp formerly, for NAD [diphosphopyndine 
nucleotide] 

*dreb /drab/ adj -bb- 1 of a dull brown colour 2 dull, cheerless [drab 
(kind of cloth), alter, of earlier drap (cloth), fr MF. fr LL drappus] - 

dnUy adv, drabneia n 

*drabji - see DRIBS AND DRABS [prob alter, of dnb] 
drabblo /drabl/ vb drabbling /drabling/ to make or become wet and 
mudoy [ME drabelen] 

drochm /dram/ n 1 a drachma 2 a unit of weight equal to V4oz 
apothecary (about 3.S9g) unit [alter of ME dragme - more at 
dram] 

drachma /draluna/ n, pi drachmas, drachnne /-mi/, dmehmai /-mie/ 
1 any of various ancient Greek jinits of weight 2a an ancient Greek silver 
coin equivalent to 6 obols b Greece at nationality [L, fr Gk 
dracbme - more at dram] 

draconian /drayliohnyan. -ni'an, dr»-/, draconic /draylconik, dra-/ adj, 
often cap, esp of a law extremely severe; drastic [L Dracon-, Draco, fr 
Gk Drakdn fl 621bc Athenian lawgiver] 

'draft /drahft/ n 1 the act, result, or plan of drawing out or sketching- 
e g a a construction plan b a preliminary sketch, outline, or version <a 
rovgft of a book} 2a a group of individuals selected for a particular 

job b (the group of individuate resulting from) the selecting of certain 
animate from a herd or flock 3a an order for the payment of money drawn 
by one person or bank on another b (an instance oO drawing from or 
making demands on sthg 4 chiefly NAm conscription - usu > the 5 
NAm a draught [var of draught] 

*draft arjj \ esp of livestock chosen from a group 2 NAm draught 
«draft vt 1 to draw the preliminary sketch, version, or plan of 2 NAm 
to conscript for military service - draftable adj, draftee /drahf tee/ n, 
drafter n 

draftsman /'drahftsman/ n sby who draws up legal documents or other 
writings 

'drag /drag/ o 1 a device for dragging under water to search for objecu 
2a sthg that reUrds motion, action, or progress b the retarding force 
acting on a body (e g an aircraft) moving through a fluid (e g air), parallel 
and opposite to the direction of motion c a burden, encumbrance 3 an 
otqect drawn over the ground to leave a scented trail (e g for dogs to 
follow) 4a a drawing along or over a surface with effort or pressure b 
motion effected with slowness or difficulty c a drawing into the mouth 
of pipe, cigarette, or cigar smoke - inftnl 5a woman's clothing worn by 
a man -slang; often in ill dmv b clothing -slang 6 a dull or boring person 
or experience - slang 

*drag vb -gg- vt la to draw slowly or heavily; haul b to cause to move 
with painftil or undue slowness or difficulty 2a to search (a body of water) 
with a drag b to catch with a dragnet or trawl 3 to bring by force or 
oomputeion - infml <had to ^ her husband to the opera} ^ W 1 to hang 
or lag bdiind 2 to trail along on the ground 3 to move or proceed 
iabofiously or tediously -iofhU<the book ^s> 4 todraw tobacco smoke 
into the moutt - usu on on a ctgarette}; inftnl IMBdrtggen, fr 


ON drags or OE dragan - more at draw] - dragglngly adv - drag one’s 
feet/heels to act in a deliberately slow, dilatory, or ineffective manner 
*drag a<(j of drag racing 
'drag .anchor n sea anchor 

dragfta /'drazhay (Fr dra^e)/ n 1 a sugar-coated nut or fruit 2 a small 
silver-coloured sugar ball for decorating cakes [F, fr MF dragie - more 
at 'dredge] 

draggle /*dragl/ vb draggling /'dragling, 'dragl-ing/ vt to make wet and 
dirty « vi 1 to trail on the ground 2 to straggle [freq of drag] 
draggy /dragi/ adj dull or bonng <spen/ a really ^ evening with 
relations} 

'drag, line /-.lien/ o an excavating machine in which the bucket is drawn 
in by cables 

'dragnet /-.net/ n 1 a net drawn along the bottom of a body of water 
or the ground to catch fish or small game 2 a network of measures for 
apprehension (e g of criminate) 

dragoman /dragohman/ n. pi dragomans, dragomen /-man/ an 
interpreter, chiefly of Arabic, Turkish, or Persian, employed esp in the 
Near East [ME drogman, fr MF, fr Olt dragomanno, ft MGk dragoma- 
nos, fr Ar tarjuman, ft Aram turgemana] 
dragon /dragan/ a 1 a mythical winged and clawed monster, often 
breathing fire 2 a fierce, combative, or very strict person [ME. ft OF, fr 
L dracon-, draco serpent, dragon, fr Gk drakon serpent, akin to OE torht 
bnght, Gk derkesthai to see, look at. Skt darsayati he causes to see] - 
dragonlsh adj 

dragonat /draganit/ a any of vanous small often bnghtly coloured 
scaleless manne fishes constituting a family [dragon f -ef] 
'dragon.fly /-.flie/ n any of a suborder of long slender-bodied often 
brightly coloured insects that have a fine network of veins in their wings 
and often live near water - compare damselfly 
dragonnada /.draga'nayd/ n persecution using troops, specif any of a 
senes of persecutions of French Protestants under Louis XIV by soldiers 
who were quartered on them [F, fr dragon dragoon] 

'dragon's .blood n a darkened resin from the fruit of a palm used for 
colouring varnish and in photoengraving 
'dragoon /dra'goohn/ n a member of a European military unit formerly 
composed of mounted infantrymen armed With carbines [F dragon 
dragon, musket, dragoon, fr MF] 

^dragoon vt 1 to reduce to subjection by harsh use of troops 2 to (attempt 
to) force into submission by persecution 
'drag ,raca n an acceleration contest between cars, motorcycles, etc usu 
over 14 mile (about 402m) - drag racing n 

dragster /dragsta/ n (the dnver oO a vehicle, esp a motor car, built or 
modified for use in a drag race 
'drag .strip n a track for drag racing 

drail /drayl/ n a heavy fishhook used in trolling [obs drail (to drag, trail), 
perh alter, of trail] 

'drain /drayn/ vt la to draw off (liquid) gradually or completely b to 
exhaust physically or emotionally 2a to make gradually dry a 
swamp} b to carry away the surface water of c to deplete or empty (as 
if) by drawing off gradually <war that ~ s a nation of youth and wealth} 
d to empty by drinking the contents of < ^ ed hts glass} -»vi 1 to flow 
off gradually 2 to become gradually dry [MB draynen, fr OE dreahnian] 

- drainer n 

*drain Ala means (e g a pipe) by which usu liquid matter is drained away 
2 a gradual outflow or withdrawal 3 sthg that causes depletion, a burden 

- down tbe drain being used wastefully or brought to nothing (jsan of 
work went down the drain in the fire at his studio} 

drainage /draynij/ n la draining b sthg drained off 2 a system of 
drains 

'draining .board /drayning/ n, Br a usu grooved and often slightly 
sloping surface at the side of a sink unit on which washed dishes are placed 
to drain 

'drain, pip# /-.piep/ a a pipe that carnes waste, liquid sewage, excess 
water, etc away from a building 

.dv^nftipa trouaara, 'drain.plpcs a pi tight trousen with narrow legs 

CiARMENT 

'drake /drayk/ n a mayfly; esp an artificial one used as bait in angling 
[ME. dragon, fr OE draca\ akin to ON dreki dragon; both fr a prehistoric 
WGme-NGme word borrowed fr L draco dragon - more at dragon] 
Mraka n a male duck [ME; akin to OHG antrahho drake] 

Dralon /draylon/ trademark - used for an acrylic fibre urod chiefly in 
upholstery 

drm /dram/ a 1 a unit of mass equal to Vi«oz avoirdupois (about 1.77g) 
UNIT 2 chiefly Scot a tot of spirits, usu whisky [ME dragme, fr MF 
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& LL; MF, dram, drachma, fr LL dngma, fr L drachma, fr Gk drachme, 
lit, handful, fr drassesthai to grasp] 

drama /*drahma/ n 1 a composition in verse or prose intended to portray 
life or character or to tell a story through action and dialogue, spectf a 
play 2 dramatic art. literature, or affairs 3 a situation or set of events 
having the qualities of a drama [LL dramat-, drama, fr Gk, deed, drama, 
fr dran to do, act; prob akin to Lith daryti to do] 
dramatic /dra'matik/ adj 1 of drama 2a suitable to or characteristic of 
drama; vivid b sinking in appearance or effect [MF & LL; MF drama- 
tique, fr LL dramaticus, fr Gk dramattkos, fr dramat-, drama] - dramati- 
cally adv 

dra.matic 'irony n incongruity between a situation developed in a play 
and the accompanying words or actions that is understood by the 
audience but not by the characters 

dra'matics n pi \ sing or pi tn constr the study or practice of theatncal 
arts (e g acting and stagecraft) 2 dramatic behaviour, esp an exaggerated 
display of emotion 

dramatis personae /.drahmatis puh'sohnie/ n pi (a list oO the charac- 
ters or actors in a play [NL] 
dramatist /'drahmatist, 'dra-/ n a playwnght 
dramat-ize, -iae /'drahmatiez, dra-/ vr 1 to adapt (e g a novel) for 
theatrical presentation 2 to present in a dramatic manner -^vi 1 to be 
suitable for dramati/iition 2 to behave dramatically - dramatizabic 
/-.tiezabl/ adj, dramatization /-‘zaysh(a)n/ n 
dramaturgy /'drama.tuhji/ n the art or technique of dramatic compo- 
sition and theatncal representation [G dramaturgic, fr Gk dramatourgia 
dramatic composition, fr dramatourgos dramatist, fr dramat-, drama * 
-ourgos workei, ir ergon work - more at work] - dramaturgic 
/.drama'tuhjik/, dramaturgical adj, dramaturgically adv 
drank /drangk/ past of drink 

'drape /drayp/ vt 1 to cover or decorate (as lO with folds of cloth 2 to 
hang or stretch loosely or carelessly <'^d A/s legs over the chairj 3 to 
arrange in flowing lines or folds [ME drapen to weave, fr MF draper, fr 
drap cloth - more at drab] - drapabic also drapeablc adj, drapabillty also 
drapeability /.draypa'bibti/ n 
‘drape n a piece of drapery, esp, chiefly NAm a cunain 
draper /draypa/ n, chiefly Br a dealer in cloth and sometimes also in 
clothing, haberdashery, and soft funiishings [ME, maker of cloth, fr MF 
drapier, fr OF, fr drap] 

drapery /'drayp(a)n/ n la (a piece oO cloth or clothing arranged or hung 
gracefully, esp in loose folds b cloth or textile fabnes used esp for clothing 
or soft furnishings; also, NAm hangings of heavy fabric used as a i.urtain 

2 the draping or arranging of materials 3a Br the trade of a draper b the 
goods sold by a draper 

drastic /’drastik/ adj 1 acting rapidly or violently <a ^ purgative} 2 
radical in effect or action; severe [Gk drastikos, fr dran to do] - 
drastically adv 

drat /drat/ vt -tt- to damn - euph; used as a mild oath [prob euphemism 
for God rot] 

'draught, NAm chiefly draft /drahft/ n 1 (the quantity of fish taken by) 
the act of drawing a net 2 a team of animals together with what they draw 

3 the act or an instance of dnnking; also the portion drunk in such an act 

4 the act of drawing (e g from a cask); also a quantity of liquid so drawn 

5 the depth of water a ship requires to float in, esp when loaded 6 a 
current of air in a closed-in space [ME draghv, akin to OE dragan to draw 
“ more at draw] - on draught of beer or cider ready to be served from 
the cask or barrel with or without the use of added gas in serving 

‘draught NAm chiefly draft adj 1 used for drawing loads osen} 2 
served from the barrel or cask beer} 

'draughtboard /-.bawd/ n a chessboard 

draughts /drahfts/ n pi but sing or pi in constr, Br a game for 2 players 
each of whom moves his/her usu 12 draughtsmen according to flx^ rules 
across a chessboard usu using only the black squares [ME draghtes, fr 
pi of draght draught, move in chess] 

draughtsman /'drahftsman/ a la an artist skilled in drawing b fern 
'draughla.woman sby who drawt plans and sketches (e g of machinery or 
structures) 2 Bra disc-shaped piece used in draughts 
draughty /'drahfti/ arfi having a cold draught blowing through 
Dravidian /dra'vidi an, -dyan/ n 1 a member of any of the peoples of 
S India and Sri Lanka who speak Dravidian 2 any of several languages 
of India, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan (eg Tamil and Malayalam) [Skt 
Dravitfa] - Dravidian adj 

'draw /draw/ vb drew /drooh/; drawn /drawn/ vr 1 to pull, haul 2 to 
cause to go in a ceitain direction <drew him aside} 3a to attract (phoney 
^ s flies} b to bring in, gather, or derive from a specified source <a colkgc 


that -'S Its students from many towns} (drew inspiration from his 
teacher} c to bring on oneself, provoke <dreweAein//7rr> d to bring out 
by way of response, elicit <drew cheers from the audience} 4 to inhale 
(drew a deep breath} Sa to bring or pull out, esp with effort a 
tooth} a sword} b to extract the essence from tea} c to 
disembowel (pluck and ^ a goose} d to cause (blood) to flow 6 to 
require (a specified depth) to float in 7n to accumulate, gam <-^ing 
interest} b to take (money) from a place of deposit - often ^ out c to 
use in making a cash demand < ^ ing a cheque on his account} d to receive 
regularly, esp from a particular source a salary} 8a to take (cards) 
from a dealer or pack b to receive or take at random (drew a winning 
number} 9 to bend (a bow) by pulling back the string 10 to strike (a ball) 
so as to impart a curved motion or backspin 11 to leave undecided or have 
equal scores in (a contest) 12 to produce a likeness of (e g by making lines 
on a surface), portray, delineate 13 to formulate or arrive at by reasoning 
(-^ a conclusion} (-^ comparisons} 14 to pull together and close (eg 
curtains) IS to stretch or shape (esp metal) by pulling through dies; also 
to produce (c g a wire) thus 16 to drive game out of ^ w 1 to come or 
go steadily or gradually (night ^ s near} 2 to advance as far as a specified 
position (drew level} (drew up to the front door} 3a to pull back a 
bowstring b to bring out a weapon 4a to produce or allow a draught (the 
chimney ^ $ well} hofa sail to swell out in a wind 5 to steep, infuse (£ive 
the tea time to ‘^} 6 to sketch 7 to finish a competition or contest 
without either side winning 8a to make a wntten demand for payment 
of money on deposit b to obtain resources (eg of information) (-<-ing 
from a common fund of knowledge} 9 chiefly NAm to suck in sthg, esp 
tobacco smoke - usu ^ on [ME drawen, dragen, fr OE dragan\ akin to 
ON draga to draw, drag, & perh to L trahere to pull, draw] - draw a blank 
to fail to gain the desired object (e g information sought) - draw lota to 
decide an issue by lottery in which objects of unequal length or with 
different markings are used > draw on/upon to use as source of supply 
<drawing on the whole community for support} > draw rein to bring a 
horse to a stop while nding - draw stumps to end play in a cncket match 
- draw tbe/a line 1 to fix an arbitrary boundary between things that tend 
to merge (the difficulty of drawing a line between art and pomc^raphy} 

2 to fix a boundary excluding what one will not tolerate or engage in - 
usu 4 at 

Hlraw A la a sucking pull on sthg held between the lips (took a on his 
pipe} b the removing of a handgun from its holster in ordei to shoot 2 
a drawing of lots, a raflle 3 a contest left undecided; a tie 4 sthg that 
draws public attention or patronage 5 the usu random assignment of 
startmg positions in a competition, esp a competitive sport 6 NAm the 
movable part of a drawbndge 

draw away vr to move ahead (e g of an opponent in a race) grad- 
ually 

'draw.back /-.bak/ n an objectionable feature; a disadvantage 
draw back vi to avoid an issue or commitment, retreat 
'draw, bar /-.bah/ n 1 a railway vehicle coupling 2 a beam across the 
rear of a tractor to which implements arc hitched 
'draw.bridga /-.bnj/ n a bndge made to be raised up, let down, or drawn 
aside so as to permit or hinder passage church 
drawaa /draw'ee/ n the person on whom an order or bill of exchange 
IS drawn 

drawer /sense I 'draw-a, senses 2, 3 draw/ n 1 one who draws a bill of 
exchange or order for payment or makes a promissory note 2 an 
open-topped box in a piece of furniture which to open and close slides 
back and forth in its frame 3 pi an undergarment for the lower body - 
now usu humor ['draw ^ '-er] 

draw in vt 1 to cause or entice to enter or participate 2 to sketch roughly 
(drawing in the first outlines} ~ vi t of a tram to come into a sUtion 2 
of successive days to grow shorter (e g in winter) 
drawing /*draw'ing/ n 1 the art or technique of representing an object, 
figure, or plan by means of lines 2 sthg drawn or subject to drawing: e g 
a an amount drawn from a fund b a represenution formed by draw- 
ing 

'drawing .board a 1 a board to which paper is attached for drawing 
on 2 a planning stage (a project still on the '^} (back to the ^} 
'drawing .pin a, Br a pm with a broad flat head for fastening cap sheets 
of paper to boards 

'drawing .room n 1 a formal reception room 2 living room • finl 
[short for withdrawing room] 

'drawl /drawl/ vb to speak or utter slowly and often affectedly, with 
vowels greatly prolonged [prob freq of draw] - drawler a, drawUafly 
adv 

*drawl A a drawling manner of speaking - drawly adj 
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drawnwork /'drawn, wuhk/ n decoration on cloth made by drawing out 
threads according to a pattern 

draw off yt to remove (liquid) yt of troops to move apart (and form 

new groups) 

draw on vt to approach (^mght draws on) 1 to cause; bring on 1 
2 to put on <sAe drew on her gloves} 

draw out vr l to remove, extract 2 to extend beyond a minimum in time, 
prolong 3 to cause to speak freely 

'draw.plate A.playt/ n a die with holes through which wires are 
drawn 

'draw.atring /-,stnng/ n a stnng or tape threaded through fabne, which 
when pulled closes an opening (e g of a bag) or gathers material (e g of 
curtains or clothes) 

draw up vt l to bnng (e g troops) into array 2 draft 1 3 to straighten 
(oncselO to an erect posture, esp as an assertion of dignity or resentment 
4 to bring to a halt vr to come to a halt 
*dray /dray/ n a strong low cart or wagon without sides, used esp by 
brewers (ME dmye, a whcelless vehicle, fr OE drxge dragnet; akin to OE 
dragMn to pull - more at draw] 

HIray a drey 

'dray.horaa /-.haws/ n a large and powerful horse used esp to pull 
drays 

'drayman /-man/ n sby who drives a vehicle (e g a dray or lorry) for a 
brewery 

'draad /dred/ vt 1 to fear greatly 2 to be extremely apprehensive about 
[ME dredeti, fr OE dnedan: akin to OS antradan to fear, dread. OHG 
infra'faii] 

Hlraad a (the object oO great fear, uneasiness, or apprehension 
^raad adj causing or inspiring dread [ME dred, fr pp of dreden] 
'dreadful /'f(a)l/ adj 1 inspinng dread; causing great and oppressive fear 
2a extremely unpleasant or shocking b very disagreeable (e g through 
dullness or poor quality) 3 extreme disorder} > dreadfully adv, 
dreadftiincsa n 

draadlocka /dredjoks/ n pi the long matted often hennaed locks of hair 
worn by male Rastafarians 

draadnought /drectnawt/ n a battleship whose mam armament con- 
sists of big guns of the same calibre [Dreadnought, Br battleship, the first 
of this type, launched in 1906] 

'draam /dreem/ n 1 a scries of thoughts, images, or emotions occumn^ 
during sleep 2 a daydream, revene (^walked roupd in a all day} 3 sthg 

notable for its beauty, excellence, or enjoyable quality <,the new cargoes 
like a '^} 4 a strongly desired goal; an ambition <h/s ^ of becoming' 
president}; also a realization of an ambition - often used attnbutively <a 
house} [ME dreem, fr OE dream noise, joy, akin to OHG troum 
dream, ON draumr, Gk thrylos noise, dm] - dreamful adj, dreamfully 
adv, dretmfnliien n, dreamlen adj, dreamleialy adv, dreulesaneH n, 
dreamlike ad/ 

^raam vb dreamed /dreemd. dremt/, dreamt /dremt/ vi 1 to have a 
dream 2 to indulge in daydreams or fantasies mg of a better future} 

'^vt 1 to have a dream of 2 to consider as a possibility; imagine 3 to 
pass (time) in revene or inaction - usu + away - dreamer n - dream of 
to consider even the possibility of - in neg constructions iwouldn V dream 
of disturbing you} 

'drMm,bOOt A,lx>ht/ n a highly attractive person of the opposite sex - 
infml; no longer in vogue 

'draam,land A, land/ n an unreal delightful region existing only m 
imagination or in fantasy, never-nf.ver land 
'drgam,time /-.tiem/ n a Golden Age following the Creation in the 
mythology of some Australian Aborigines 
drMiYi up vt to devise, invent - infml 

drgamy Adreemi/ adj 1 pleasantly abstracted from immediate reality 2 
given to dreaming or fantasy <a ^ child} 3a suggestive of a dream m 
vague or visionary quality b delightful, pleasing; esp, of a man sexually 
attractive - infml - dreamily adv, dreamlnem n 
drtar /dria/ adj dreary - poetic [short for dreary] 
drgary Adriari/ adj causing feelings of cheerlessness or gloom; dull [ME 
drery, fr OE dreorig sad, bloody, fr dreor gore; akm to OHG truren to 
be sad, Goth driiuan to fall, Gk thnudn to shatter] - drearily adv, 
drearlMH n 

HIrpdgp /dn^ n 1 an oblong frame with an attached net for gathering 
flsih, shdlflsh, etc from the bottom of the sea. a river, etc 2 a machine for 
removing earth, mud, etc usu by buckets on an endless chain or a suction 
tube (prob fr 8c (in dregbot dredge boat)] 

HIrgdg# vr la to dig, gather, or pull out with a dredge - often 4 up or 
ouf b to deepen (eg a waterway) with a dredging mach^ 2 to bring to 


light by thorough searching - usu + up <dredging up memories}; infml 
~ VI to use a dredge 

*drwdga vt to coat (e g food) by spnnkiing (e g with flour) [obs dredge, 
n (sweetmeat), fr ME drage, drege, fr MF dragie, modif of L tragemata 
sweetmeats, fr Gk tragdnata, pi of tragema sweetmeat, fr trbgein to gnaw 
- more at terse] - dredger n 

dredger /dreja/ n a barge with an apparatus for dredging harbours, 
waterways, etc [^dredge 4 ^-er] 

dreg /dreg/ n 1 sediment; lees 2 the most undesirable part (jhe of 
society} USE usu pi with smg. meaning [ME, fr ON dregg; akin to L 
fraces dregs of oil. Gk thrassem to trouble] 

'D .region n the lowest part of the ionosphere occurnng between about 
40 and 63km (23 and 40mi) above the surface of the earth 
dreich /dreekh/ adj, Scot bleak, dismal <a view over barrat moors} <a 
^ January morning} [ME dregh, dreich, of Scand origin; akin to ON 
drjugr substantial, lasting] 

'drench /drench/ n a poisonous or medicinal dnnk, esp put down the 
throat of an animal 

’drench vt 1 to administer a drench to (an animal) 2 to make thoroughly 
wet (e g with falling water or by immersion); saturate [ME drenchen, fr 
OE drencan; akin to OE drincan to dnnk, OHG trenken to cause to dnnk, 
ON drekkja to drown] 

Dresden /'drezd(a)n/ n a type of ornate and delicately coloured por- 
celain made at Meissen near Dresden; Meissen [Dresden, city in Saxony. 
Germany] > Dresden adj 

'drees /dres/ vt 1 to arrange (e g troops) m the proper alignment 2a to 
put clothes on b to provide with clothing 3 to add decorative details or 
accessones to; embellish < ~ a Christmas tree} 4 to prepare for use or 
service; esp to prepare (e g a chicken) for cooking or eating Sa to apply 
dressings or medicaments to (e g a wound) b(l) to arrange (the hair) (2) 
to groom and curry (an animal) c to kill and prepare for market d to 
cultivate, esp by applying manure or fertilizer e to finish the surface of 
(e g timber, stone, or textiles) building f to arrange goods on a 
display in (e g a shop window) ^ vi la to put on clothing b to put on 
or wear formal, elaborate, or fancy clothes (j^uests were expected to 
for dinner} 2 to align oneself properly in a line 3 of a man to have one's 
genitals lying on a specified side of the trouWr crutch (do you ^ to the 
nght or left, sir?} [ME dressen. fr MF dresser, fr OF drecier, fr (assumed) 
VL directiare, fr L directus direct, pp of dingere to direct, fr dis- 4 regere 
to lead straight - more at right] 

’dress n 1 utilitanan or ornamental covenng for the human body; esp 
clothing suitable for a particular purpose or occasion 2 a 1 -piece outer 
garment including both top and skirt usu for a woman or girl 3 covenng. 
adornment, or appearance appropnate or peculiar to a specified time 
(ISth-century ^} USE garment 
’dress adj of, being, or suitable for an occasion requinng or permitting 
formal dress (a affair} 

dressage /'drcsahzh, -'-/ n the execution by a trained horse of precise 
movements in response to its nder [F, preparation, straightening, train- 
ing, fr dresser to prepare, make straight, train] 

'dress .circle n the first or lowest curved tier of seats in a theatre 
dress down vt to reprove severely - dresiiug down n 
'dresser /'dresa/ o 1 a piece of kitchen furniture resembling a sideboard 
with a high back and having compartments asd shelves for holding dishes 
and cooking utensils 2 chiefly NAm a chest of drawers or bureau with 
a mirror [ME dressore, dresser, fr MF dresagur, fr OF drefor, fr drecier 
to arrange] 

’dresser n a person who looks after stage cpstumes and helps acton to 
dress ['dress 4 ^-er] 

dressing /’dresing/ n 1 a seasoning, sauce, or stuffing 2 material applied 
to cover a wound, sore, etc 3 manure or conlpost to improve the growth 
of plants ['dress 4 ^-ino] 

'dressing .gown n a loose robe worn esp over nightclothes or when not 
fully dressed 

'dressing .room n a room used chiefly for dressing; esp a room in a 
theatre for changing costumes and make-up 
'dressing station n a sution for giving firat aid to the wounded 
'dressing .table n a uble usu fitted with drawers and a mirror for use 
while dressing and grooming oneself 

'dress, mSker /-.mayka/ n sby who makes dresses - drsasmahlsj n 
'dress re,hearsal n 1 a full rehearsal of a play in costume and with 
stage props shortly before the first performance 2 a full-scale practice; 
DRY RUN 2 

'dress ehield n shield 3 

dress up vt la(l) to clothe in best or formal clothes (2) to make suiuble 
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for a formal occasion (e g by adding accessones) <dressing up a smock 
with a gilt belt and scarvesy b to dress in clothes suited to a particular 
assumed role 2 to present or cause to appear in a certain light (e g by 
distortion or exaggeration) ^ vi to get dressed up 
dressy /dresi/ adj I of a person showy in dress 2 of clothes stylish, 
smart 3 overly elaborate in appearance - dressiness n 
drew /drooh/ past o/ draw 

drey, dray /dray/ n a squirrel’s nest [ongin unknown] 
drib /dnb/ n - see dribs and drabs [prob back-formation fr dnbble & 
driblet (drop of liquid, tnfle)] 

'dribble /’dribl/ vb dribbled; dribbling /dDbling/ w 1 to fall or flow m 
drops or in a thin intermittent stream, tnckle 2 to let saliva tnckle from 
the mouth, drool 3 to come or issue in piecemeal or disconnected fashion 
4a to dnbble a ball or puck b to proceed by dnbbling c of a ball to move 
with short bounces ^ vt to propel (a ball or puck) by successive slight taps 
or bounces with hand, foot, or stick [freq of dnb (to dnbble), prob alter 
of dnp] - dribbler n 

’dribble n 1 a small tnckiing stream or flow 2 a tiny or insignificant bit 
or quantity 3 an act or instance of dnbbling 

dribs and drabs /,dnbz an 'drabz/ n pi small usu scattered amounts 
- infml 

,dried*up adj wizened, shnvelied 

drier also dryer /'dne a/ /i 1 a substance that accelerates drying (e g of 
oils and pnnting inks) 2 any of various machines for drying sthg (e g the 
hair or clothes) 

'drift /dnft/ n sthg dnven, propelled, or urged along or drawn (as lO by 
a natural agency e g la a mass of sand, snow, etc deposited (as iQ by wind 
or water b riV> debns deposited by natural wind, water, etc. specif a 
deposit of clay, sand, gravel, and boulders transported by (running water 
from) a glacier 2 a general underlying tendency or meaning, esp of what 
IS spoken or wntten 3 a tool for ramming down or driving sthg. usu into 
or out of a hole 4 the motion or action of drifting' e g a a ship's deviation 
from Its course caused by currents b a slow-moving ocean current c the 
lateral motion of an aircraft due to air currents d an easy, moderate, more 
or less steady flow along a spatial course e a gradual shift in attitude, 
opinion, or emotion f an aimless course, with no attempt at direction or 
control g a deviation from a true reproduction, representation, or reading 

5 a nearly honzontal mine passage on or parallel to a vein or rock stratum 

6 a gradual change in a supposedly constant charactenstic of a device, esp 
an electrical one (ME; akin to OE drifan to dnve - more at drivf] - 
drifty adj 

’drift VI la to become dnven or earned along by a current of water or air 
b to move or float smoothly and effortlessly 2a to move in a random or 
casual way b to become earned along aimlessly <^the conversation ^^ed 
from one topic to anothery 3 to pile up under the force of wind or water 
4 to deviate from a set adjustment vt to pile up in a dnfl 
drifttr /'dnfta/ n 1 sby or sthg that travels or moves about aimlessly 2 
a coastal fishing boat equipped with dnft nets [^driff i ’-ek] 

'drift .net n a large fishing net that hangs vertically and is arranged to 
dnft With the tide, currents, etc 

'driftwood /-.wood/ n wood cast up on a shore or beach 
'drill /dni/ vt la to bore or drive a hole in (as iQ by the piercing action 
of a dnll b to make (e g a hole) by piercing action 2a to instruct and 
exercise by repeating b to train or exercise in military dnP ^vi 1 to make 
a hole with a dnll 2 to engage in esp military drill [D dnilen, akin to 
OHG draen to turn - more at throw] - drillable adj 
’drill n 1 (a device or machine for rotating) a tool with an edged or pointed 
end for making a hole in a solid substance by revolving or by a succession 
of blows 2 training in marching and the manual of arms 3 a physical or 
mental exercise aimed at improving facility and skill by regular practice 
4 a marine snail that bores through oyster shells and eats the flesh 5 
chiefly Br the approved or correct procedure for accomplishing sthg 
efficiently - infml 

’drill n la a shallow furrow into which seed is sown b a row of seed sown 
in such a furrow 2 'a planting implement that makes holes or furrows, 
drops in the seed and sometime fertilizer, and covers them with earth 
(perh fr arch, drill (rill)] 

’drill vt 1 to sow (seeds) by dropping along a shallow furrow 2 to sow with 
seed or set with seedlings inserted in drills 
’drill n a durable cotton fabric in twill weave [short for drilling, modif of 
G drillich, fr MHG drilich fabric woven with a threefold thread, fr OHG 
drilih made up of three threads, fr L tnlic-, tnUx, fr tn- + lictum 
thiead] 

drily /'drieli/ adv dryly 

'drink /dringk/ vb drank /drangk/; drunk /drungk/, drank vt la to 


swallow (a liquid), also to swallow the liquid contents of (e g a cup) b to 
take in or suck up, absorb < -- ing air into his lungsy c to take in or receive 
avidly -usu f in (^drank in every word of the lecturey 2tojoinin(atoast) 

3 to bring to a specified state by taking dnnk <drank himself into obliviony 
^vi 1 to take liquid into the mouth for swallowing 2 to dnnk alcoholic 
beverages, esp habitually or to excess [ME dnnken, fr OE dnnean, akin 
to OHG tnnkan to dnnk] - drink like a fish to habitually dnnk alcohol 
to excess - drink to to drink a toast to 

’drink n la liquid suitable for swallowing b alcoholic dnnk <a 
cupboardy 2 a draught or portion of liquid for dnnkmg 3 excessive 
consumption of alcoholic beverages ((drove him to ^y i ocean 1; 
broadly any sizable body of water - < fAe; infml 
drinkable /'dnngkabl/ adj suitable or safe for drinking 
drinker /'dnngka/ n one who dnnks alcoholic beverages to excess 
['drink 4 »-er] 

'drip /drip/ vb -pp- vt to let fall in drops ^ vi la to let fall drops of 
moisture or liquid b to overflow (as lO with moisture (a novel that s 
with sentimentalityy 2 to fall (as lO in drops [ME dnppen, fr OE 
dryppan, akin to OE dropa drop] - dripper n 
’drip n la the action or sound of falling in drops b liquid that falls, 
overflows, or is forced out in drops 2 a projection for throwing olT 
rainwater 3a a device for the administration of a liquid at a slow rate, esp 
into a vein b a substance administered by means of a dnp (a saline ^ > 

4 a dull or inconsequential person - infml - dripless adj, drippy adj 
'.drip-'dry vb to dry with few or no wnnkles when hung dnpping wet 
’.drip-'dry adj made of a washable fabne that dnp-dnes symboi 

'drip-, feed n drip 3A 

dripping /'dnping/ n the fat that runs out from meat dunng roasting 
'drip, stone /-.stohn/ n 1 a dnp made of stone (e g over a window) 2 
calcium carbonate in the form of stalactites or stalagmites 
'drip .tray n a tray for catching dnps (e g of water from the freezing 
compartment of a refngerator dunng defrosting) 

'drive /dnev/ vb drove /drohv/, driven /'dnv(a)n/ vt la to set in motion 
by physical force b to force into position by blows (^ a nail into the waif) 
c to repulse or cause to go by force, authonty, or influence < the enemy 
backy <drovc the thought from my mmdy d to set or keep in motion or 
operation machinery' by electncityy 2a to control and direct the 
course of (a vehicle or draught animal) b to convey or transport in a 
vehicle 3 to carry on or through energetically (dnving a hard bargainy 
4a to exert inescapable or persuasive pressure on; force b to compel to 
undergo or suffer a change (e g in situation, awareness, or emotional state) 
(drove him crazyy c to urge relentlessly to continuous exertion 5 to cause 
(e g game or cattle) to move in a desired direction 6 to bore (e g a tunnel 
or pa.ssage) 7a to propel (an object of play) swiftly b to play a dnve in 
cricket at (a ball) or at the bowling of (a bowler) w I to rush or dash 
T-^pidly or with force against an obstruction (ram dnving against the 
windscreeny 2 to operate a vehicle 3 to dnve an object of play (e g a golf 
ball) [ME dnven, fr OE dnfan, akin to OHG triban to dnve] - drive at 
to imply as an ultimate meaning or conclusion (couldn’t work out what 
she was dnving at) - drive up the wall to infunate or madden (sby) 
’drive n 1 an act of dnving; e g a a tnp in a carnage or motor vehicle b 
a shoot in which the game is dnven within the range of the guns 2 a 
pnvate road giving access from a public way to a building on pnvate land 
3 a (military) offensive, aggressive, or expansionist move 4 a strong 
systematic group effort, a campaign 5a a motivating instinctual need or 
acquired desire (a sexual for perfectiony b great zeal in 

pursuing one's ends 6a the means for giving motion to a machine (part) 
(a chain > b the means by or position from which the movement of a 
motor vehicle is controlled or directed 7 a device including a transport 
and heads for reading information from or wnting information onto a 
tape, esp magnetic Upe, or disc 8 the act or an instance of driving an 
object of play; esp an attacking cricket stroke played conventionally with 
a straight bat and designed to send the ball in front of the batsman’s 
wicket 

'drive-,in adj or n (being) a place (e g a bank, cinema, or restaurant) that 
people can use while remaining in their cars 
'drivel /'dnvl/ vi -11- (NAm -1-, -11-), /'dnvl ing/ 1 to let saliva dnbble 
from the mouth or mucus run from the nose 2 to talk stupidly and 
childishly or carelessly [ME drivelen, fr OE drefhan, akin to ON draf 
malt dregs, OE deorc dark] - driveller n 
’drivel n foolish or childish nonsense 

driver /’drieva/ n 1 a coachman 2 the operator of a motor vehicle 3 an 
implement (e g a hammer) for dnving 4 a mechanical piece for imparting 
motion to another piece S a golf club with a wooden head used in hitting 
the ball long distances, esp off the tee ['drive 4 ’-er] - drivcrleBS a4/ 
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'driver ,ant n any of various African and Asian ants that move in vast 
armies 

'drive .shaft n propeller shaft ^ car 
'driva.way /-.way/ n drive 2 

driving /'drieving/ adj 1 that communicates force <a ^ wheel) 2a 
having great force rain) b acting with vigour, energetic 
'driving .seat n the position of top authority or control 
'drizzle /driz(a)l/ vb drizzling /'driv ing/ vi to ram in very small drops 
or very lightly vt to shed or let fall in minute drops [perh alter, of ME 
dryaneti to fall, fr OE -drysnian to disappear, akin to Goth dnusan to 

’drizzle n a fine misty ram — T weathfr - drizzly /’dnzli/ adj 
drogue /drohg/ n 1 sea anchor 2 a small parachute for stabilizing or 
decelerating sthg or for pulling a larger parachute out of stowage [prob 
alter, of 'drag] 

droit /droyi (Fr drwa)/ n a legal nght or due <^8 0 /* admtraJty) (MF, 
fr ML directum, fr LL. neut of directus just, fr L. direct] 
droll /drohl/ adj humorous, whimsical, or odd [F drdle, fr drdle scamp, 
fr MF drotte, fr MD, imp] - drollnesa n, drolly /’drohl(l)t/ adv 
drollery /'drohbn/ n 1 the act or an instance of jesting or droll 
behaviour 2 droll humour 

•drome /-.drohm/ comb form ( - n) 1 sthg that runs m (such) a direction 
</M/u}drofne> </ojrodrome> 2 racecourse <motor-drome> ihippodvome) 
3 large place specially prepared for (aerodrome) [Gk -dromos, fr dromm 
course, racecourse, act of running; akin to Gk drametn to run; (2. 3) MF. 
fr L -dromos, fr Gk dromos] - -dromoiis /-dramas/ comb form (-* 
adj) 

dromedary /'dromad(a)n, 'drum-/ n a (1 -humped) camel bred esp for 
tiding [ME dromedane, fr MF dromedatre, fr LL dromedarius. fr L 
dromad-, dromas, fr Gk. running; akin to Gk drametn to run. dromos 
racecourse. OE treppan to tread] 

'drone /drohn/ n 1 the male of a bee (e g the honeybee) that has no sting 
and gathers no honey 2 sby who lives off others 3 a remotely-cont roiled 
pilotless aircraft, missile, or ship [ME, fr OE dran, akin to OHG treno 
drone] 

Hlrone vi 1 to make a sustained deep murmunng or buzzing sound 2 to 
talk in a persistently monotonous tone - droncr n, droningly adv 
^rone n 1 any of the usu 3 pipes on a bagpipe that sound fixed continuous 
notes 2 a droning sound 3 an unvarying sustained bass note 
drongo /‘drong-goh/ n, pi drongoa, drongocs chiefly Austr a worthless 
person; a fool - infml [perh fr Drongo, name of an unsuccessful Austr 
racehorse] 

drool /droohl/ vt la to secrete saliva in anticipation of food b drivel 
1 2 to make a foolishly effusive show of pleasure ^vr to express 
sentimentally or effusively [perh alter, of drive/] 

'droop /droohp/ vi 1 to hang or incline downwards 2 to become 
depressed or weakened; languish ^ vt to let droop [ME drupen, fr ON 
drupa; akin to OE dropa drop - more at drop] - droopingly adv 
Hlroop n the condition or appearance of drooping - droopy adj 
'drop /drop/ n la(l) the quantity of fluid that falls in 1 sphencal mass 
(2) pi a dose of medicine measured by drops b a minute quantity (not 
a ^ of pity in him) 2 sthg that resembles a liquid drop: e g a an ornament 
that hMgs from a piece of jewellery (e g an earnng) b a small globular 
often medicated sweet or lozenge (pear ^ ) (cough > 3a the act or an 
instance of dropping; a fall b a decline in quantity or quality c (the men 
or equipment dropped by) a parachute descent 4a the distance from a 
highCT to a lower level or through which sthg drops b a decrease of 
electric potential 5 sthg that drops, hangs, or falls: e g a an unframed 
piece of cloth stage scenery b a hinged platform on a gallows 6 NAm a 
central point or depository to which sthg (eg mail) is brought for 
distribution 7 a small quantity of dnnk, esp alcohol; broadly an alcoholic 
drink > infini 8 (a secret place used for the deposit and collection oQ 
letters or stolen or illegal goods - slang [ME. fr OE dropa-, akin to Goth 
driusan to fall - more at dreary] ~ droplet /-lit/ o - at the drop of a hat 
without hesitation; promptly - have/get the drop oi NAm to have or get 
at a disadvantage - slang 

HIrop vb -pp- vi 1 to fall in drops 2a(l) to fall, esp unexpectedly or 
suddenly (2) to descend from one level to another (hia voice ^ ped> b 
to fall in a state of collapse or death (he*ll work until he ^ s> cofa card 
to become played by reason of the obligation to follow suit 3i to cease 
to be of concern; lapse (let the matter ^ > b to become less (production 
^ ped> W la to let fall; cause to fall b to drop a catch offered by (a 
batsman) 2a to tower from one level or position to another b to cause 
' to lessen or decrease; reduce <'«ped An spised) 3 to set down from a ship 
Of vehicle; unload; also to airdrop 4a to bring down with a Shot or blow 


b to cause (a high card) to drop c to score (a goal) with a dropkick Sa 
to give up (e g an idea) b to leave incomplete, cease ped what he was 
doing) c to break off an association or connection with <<-'ped his old 
fnends); also to leave out of a team or group 6 to leave (a letter 
representing a speech sound) unsounded the h m have) 7a to utter 
or mention in a casual way a hint) b to send through the post 
us a line soon) 8 to lose <'^pcd £500 on the stock market) - infml - 
drop a brick/clanger to make an embarrassing error or mistaken remark 
- infml 

drop behind vb to fail to keep up (with) 
drop by vt drop in 

'drop-,forge vt to forge between 2 dies using a drop hammer or punch 
press - drop forger n 

'drop .goal n a score in rugby made with a dropkick that passes over the 
goal's crossbar 

'drop .hammer n a power hammer raised and then released to drop on 
metal resting on an anvil or die 

.drop 'handlebars n pi lowered curving handlebars, esp on a racing 
bicycle 

drop in vi to pay a usu bncf, casual, or unexpected visit 
'drop,kick /-.kik/ n a kick made (e g in rugby) by dropping a football to 
the ground and kicking it at the moment it starts to relK>und - drop-kick 
vb, drop kicker n 

'drop .leaf n a hinged leaf on the side or end of a table that can be folded 
down - compare 'leaf 2b(l) - drop-leaf adj 
'drop-, off n a marked dwindling or decline (a ^ m attendance) 
drop off vi 1 to fall asleep 2 to decline, slump 
'drop.out /-.owt/ n 1 one who rejects or withdraws from participation 
in conventional society 2 a student who fails to complete or withdraws 
from a course, usu of higher education 3 a spot on a magnetic tape from 
which data has disappeared 4 a dropkick awarded to the defending team 
in rugby (e g after an unconverted try) 
drop out vi 1 to withdraw from participation 2 to make a dropout in 
rugby 

dropper /'drops/ n a short usu glass tube fitted with a rubber bulb and 
■ used to measure or administer liquids by drops ['drop + '-fr] - 

dropperfiil n 

droppings /'dropingz/ n p! animal dung 

'drop .shot n a delicate shot in tennis, badminton, squash, etc that drops 
' quickly after crossing the net or dies after hitting a wall 

dropsy /'dropsi/ n oedema [ME dropesie, short for ydropesie, fr OF, fr 
L hydropisis, modif of Gk hydrops, fr hydor water - more at wafer] - 
dropsical adj 

droshky /'droshki/ also drosky /'droski/ n any of vanous esp Russian 
2-wheeled or 4-whee)ed open carnages [Russ drozhki, fr droga pole of a 
waggon, akin to OE dragan to draw] 
drosophila /dro'sofib/ n any of a genus of small 2-winged fruit flies 
extensively used in genetic research [NL, genus name, fr Gk drosos dew 
f NL -phila, fern of -philus -phil] 

dross /dros/ n 1 the scum on the surface of molten metal 2 waste, 
rubbish, or foreign matter, impurities [ME dros, fr OE dros dregs] - 
drossy adj 

drought /drowt/ n 1 a prolonged period of dryness 2 a prolonged 
shortage of sthg [ME, fr OE drugath, fr drugian to dry up; akin to OE 
dryge dry - more at dry] - droughty adj 

drouth /drowt(h)/ n, Scot, Irish, or NAm a drought - used poetically 
m other varieties of English 

'drove /drohv/ n 1 a group of animals dnven or moving in a body 2 a 
crowd of people moving or acting together [hlE, fr OE draf, fr dri/an to 
dnve - more at drive] >, 

"’drove past of drive < 

drover /'drohva/ n one who dnves cattle or Iheep 
drown /drown/ vi to become drowned ~ vt Ip to suffocate by submerg- 
ence, esp in water b to submerge, esp by a nsein the water level c to wet 
thoroughly; drench <^ed /he chips with ketchup) 2 to engage (oneselO 
deeply and strenuously <^ed himself in work) 3 to blot out (a sound) 
by making a loud noise (his speech was '^edoutby boos - New Yorker) 
4 to destroy (eg a sensation or an idea) as if by drowning <^ed his 
sorrows in <irink) [ME drounen] 

'drowto /drowz/ vi to doze ^ vt to pass (time) drowsily or in dozing - 
usu + away fprob akin to Goth driusan to fall - more at dreary] 
’drowse n the act or an instance of dozing 
drowey /'drowzy/ adj la sleepy b tending to induce sleepiness (a 
summer afternoon) c indolent, lethargic 2 giving the appearance of 
peaceful inactivity - drowiily adv, drowiincsa n 
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drub /drub/ vt -bb- 1 lo beal severely 2 to defeat decisively [perh fr Ar 
daraba] 

'drudge /druj/ w to do hard, menial, routine, or monotonous work [ME 
druggen, prob akin to OE dreogan to work, endure, L rirmus firm) 
drudger n, drudgery /'drujpn/ n 
’drudge n one who drudges 

'drug /drug/ n 1 a substance used as (or in the preparation oO a 
medication 2 a substance that causes addiction or habituation [ME 
drogges, drouges, fr OF drogue] 

’drug vt -gg* 1 to affect or adulterate with a drug 2 to administer a drug 
to 3 to lull or stupefy (as lO with a drug 
drugget /'drugit/ n a coarse durable cloth used chiefly as a floor covering 
[MF droguet, dim of drogue trash, drug] 
druggist /'drugtst/ n 1 one who deals in or dispenses drugs and 
medicines, a pharmacist 2 NAm the owner or manager of a drugstore 
'drug,store /-.staw/ n, chiefly NAm a chemist’s shop; esp one that also 
sells sweets, magazine's, and refreshments 

druid /'drooh-id/, fern dniidess /-dis/ n, often cap 1 a member of a 
pre-Chnstian Celtic order of priests associated with a mistletoe cult 2 an 
officer of the Welsh Gorsedd 3 mandarin lb [L drutdes, druidae, pi, 
fr Gaulish divides, akin to 0\r drui wizard, W denizen oak tree, OE treow 
tree] - druidic /drooh'idik/, druidical adu often cap 
'drum /drum/ n 1 a percussion instrument usu consisting of a hollow 
cylinder with a drumhead stretched over each end, that is beaten with a 
stick or a pair of sticks in playing 2 the tympanic membrane of the ear 
3 the sound made by sinking a drum, also any similar sound 4 sthg 
resembling a drum in shape e g a a cylindncal machine or mechanical 
device ca pai't, isp i metal cylinder coated with magnetic material on 
which data (eg for a computer) may be recorded b a cylindncal 
container , specif a large usu metal container for liquids 5 a dwelling 
FAD 6 - slang [prob fr D from , akin to MHG trumme drum] - 
drumlike adj 

’drum \ b -mm- vi 1 to beat a drum 2 to make a succession of strokes, taps, 
or vibrations that produce drumlikc sounds 3 to throb or sound rhythmi- 
cally {blood - med in his cars) - vt 1 to summon or enlist (as lO by 
beating a drum < - med them into service} 2 to instil (an idea or lesson) 
by constant repetition - usu ♦ into or out of med the idea into them, ^ 

3a to strike or tap repeatedly b to produce (rhythmic sounds) by such 
action 

’drum n 1 a drumlin 2 chiefly Scot a long narrow hill or ndge [ScGael 
druim back, ridge, fr Olr druimni] 

'drum, beat /-,bect/ n a stroke on a drum or its sound 
'drum ,brake n a brake that operates by the friction of pads pressing 
against a rotating drum 

'drum,fire /-,ric 3/ n artillery fire so continuous as to sound like a roll 
on a drum 

'drum, head /-.hed/ n the material stretched over the end of a drum 
drumhead court-martial n a summary court-martial [fr the use of 
a drumhead as a table] 

drumlin /'drumlin/ n an elongated or oval hill formed from glacial debns 
ciM)GKAPM> [IrGael druim back, ridge (fr Olr druimm) < E -lin 
(alter, of -ling)] 

.drum 'major n the marching leader of a band 
drummer /‘drums/ n 1 one who plays a drum 2 chiefly NAm sai fs 
reprfsfntaiivf 

drum out vt to dismiss ignominiously, expel <drummed him out of the 
army} 

'drum.atick /-.stik/ n 1 a stick for beating a drum 2 the part of a fowl's 
leg between the thigh and tarsus when ccx)ked as food 
drum up vt 1 to bring about by persistent effort <drum up some 
business} 2 to invent, onginate <drum up a new time-saving method} 
'drunk /drungk/ past part of drink 

’drunk adj 1 under the influence of alcohol 2 dominated by an intense 
feeling with power} 3 drunken 2b [ME drunke, alter, of 
drunken] 

’drunk n a person who is (kabitually) drunk 
drunkard /'drungkad/ n a person who is habitually drunk 
drunken /'drungkan/ adj 1 drunk 1 2a given to habitual excessive 
use of alcohol b of, characterized by, or resulting from alcoholic intoxica- 
tion <a ^ brawf} 3 unsteady or lurching as if from alcoholic intoxication 
[ME, fr OE druncen, fr pp of dnnean to dnnk] - dninkenly adv, 
drunkenness n - drunk in charge driving while intoxicated 
drupe /droohp/ n a fruit (e g a cherry or almond) that has a stone 
enclosed by a fleshy layer and is covered by a flexible or suff outermost 


layer [NL drupa, fr L. overripe olive, fr Gk dryppa olive] - drupaceous 
/drooh'payshas/ adj 

drupelet /'droohplit/ n a small drupe, specif any of the individual pans 
of an aggregate fruit (e g the raspberry) 

Druze, Druse /droohz/ n a member of a religious sect originating among 
Muslims and centred m the mountains of Lebanon and Syna (Ar Durua, 
pi, fr Muhammed ibn-Ism'ailal- Daraziy tl019 Muslim religious 
leader] 

'dry /dne/ adj la (relatively) free from a liquid, esp water b not m or 
under water land} c lacking precipitation or humidity <a ^ climate} 
2a charactenzed by exhaustion of a supply of wattfr or liquid {a 
welf} {the barrel ran ^ > b devoid of natural moisture mouth}, also 
thirsty c no longer sticky or damp {the paint is ^} 6 of a mammal not 
giving milk {a ^ cowy e lacking f^reshness, stale f anhydrous 3a marked 
by the absence or scantiness of secretions {a cough} b not shedding 
or accompanied by tears (no ^ eyesy 4 prohibiting the manufacture or 
distnbution of alcoholic beverages (a county} - compare wtT 7 5 
lacking sweetness, sec 6 solid as opposed to liquid <- groceries} J 
functioning without lubrication {a clutch y 8 built or constructed 
without a process which requires water a using no mortar <-> masonry} 
b using prefabricated materials (e g pla.sterboard) rather than a construc- 
tion involving plaster or mortar < wall construction} 9a not showing 
or communicating warmth, enthusiasm, or feeling, impassive b uninter- 
esting <-^ passages of descnption^ c lacking embellishment, bias, or 
emotional concern, plain (the facts} 10 not yielding what is expected 
or desired, unproductive (a oil field} 11 marked by a matter-of-fact, 
ironic, or terse manner of expression wity [ME, fr OE dryge-, akin 
to OHG truckan dry, MLG draege, drege, MD droge] - dryish adj, 
dryishly adv, dryly adv, dryness n 

’dry vb to make or become dry - often + out ~ dryable adj 

’dry n, pi drys sthg dry eg a a dry place b chiefly Austr the dry 
season 

dryad /'dne ad, -xl/ n a nymph of the woods in Greek mythology [L 
dryad-, dryas, fr Gk, fr drys tree - more at trff] 
dryasdust /.dne az'dust/ adj bonng, pedantic [Dr Jonas Dryasdust, 
fictitious person to whom Sir Walter Scott tl832 Sc author dedicated 
some of his novels] - dryasdust /'-,-/ n 
dry cell n a primary cell whose electrolyte is not a liquid 
,dry-'clean vb to subject to or undergo dry cleaning symbol - 
dry-cleanable adj, dry cleaner n 

.dry 'cleaning n 1 the cleaning of fabnes or garments with organic 
solvents, esp chlorinated hydrocarbons, and without water 2 that which 
IS dry-cleaned USE -3“ symbol 

dry dock n a dock from which the water can be pumped to allow ships 
to be repaired 
dryer /'dnc j/ n a drier 

dry fly n an artificial angling fly designed to float on the surface of the 
water 

dry goods n pi, NAm drapery as distinguished esp from hardware and 
groceries 

.dry 'ice n solidified carbon dioxide 

'dry .nurse n a nurse who takes care of but docs not breast-feed another 
woman’s baby 

dry out m to undergo treatment for alcoholism or drug addiction 
'dry.point /-.poynt/ n an engraving made with a pointed tool (eg a 
nc^le) directly into the metal plate without the use of acid 
.dry 'rot o 1 (a fungus causing) a decay of seasoned timber in which the 
cellulose of wood is consumed leaving a soft skeleton which is readily 
reduced to powder 2 decay from within, caused esp by resistance to new 
forces (art . . . infected by the - of formalism - D G Mandelbaum) 
dry run n 1 a finng practice without ammunition 2 a practice exerase: 
a rehearsal, tnal 

,dry-'shod adj having or keeping dry shoes or feet 
'dry, stone /-.stohn/ adj constructed of stone without the use of mor- 
tar 

dry up VI 1 to disappear or cease to yield (as lO by evaporation, draining, 
or the cutting off of a source of supply 2 to wither or die through gradual 
loss of vitality 3 to wipe dry dishes, cutlery, etc by hand afler they have 
been washed 4 to stop talking; shut up > infml to cause to 
dry up 

dt's /.dec 'tecz/ n pi, often cap DAT delirium tremens 
dual /'dyooh-sl/ ad^ \ of grammatical number dtnoungrefertnet to 2 2a 
consisting of 2 (tike) parts or elements b having a double character or 
nature [L dualis, fr duo two - more at two] * dual o, diiaUt]r 
/dyooh'abti/ n, dualize /'dyooh a.liez/ vt, dually adv 
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.dual 'carrlage.way n, chiefly Br a road that has trafTic travelling in 
opposite directions separated by a central reservation 
dualfam /'dyooh*dJtz(9>in/ n 1 a theory that considers reality to consist 
of 2 independent and irreducible substances or elements 2 the quality or 
state of bdng dual 3 a doctrine that the universe is ruled by the 2 opposing 
principles of good and evil - dualist n, dualistic /.dyooh a'Iistik/ adj, 
dwdlstically A'listikli/ adj 

,dual*'purpota adj intended for or serving 2 purposes 
'dub /dub/ V/ -bb- la to confer knighthood on b to call by a descnptive 
name or epithet; nickname 2 Br to dress (a fishing fly) [ME dubben, fr 
OE dubbian, akin to ON dubba to dub, OHG tuMi plug] - dubber n 
>dub vt -bb- 1 to make alterations to the original sound track of (a film): 
e g a to provide with a sound track in which the voices are not those of 
the actors on the screen b to provide with a sound track in a new language 
</n Europe, Ammcan films an usually ~ bed mto the local language') 2 
to transpose (a previous recording) to a new record 3 chiefly Br mix 1^2) 
[by shortening 8l alter, fr double] - dnbber n 
dubbin /'dubin/ also dubbing /dubing/ n a dressing of oil and ullow for 
leather [duNnng, gerund of dub (to dress leather)] - dubbin vt 
dubidty /dyoohlne-ati/ n 1 the state of being doubtful 2 a doubtful 
matter USE fml [LL dubietas, fr L dubius] 
dubious /'dyoohbi-as/ adj 1 giving rise to doubt; uncertain Obey 
considered our scheme a little ^ > 2 unsettled in opinion; undecided ^they 
wen a little « about our plan) 3 of uncertain outcome <a rather ~ 
experiment) 4 of questionable value, quality, or ongin <w'on by ^ 
means) [L dubius, fr duban to vacillate; akin to L duo two - more at 
two] - dubiously adv, dubiousness a 

ducal /'dyoohkl/ adj of or relating to a duke or duchy [MF, fr LL ducalis 
of a leader, fr L due-, dux leader - more at duke] - dually adv 
ducat /'dukat/ n a usu gold com formerly used in many European 
countries [ME, fr MF. fr Olt ducato com with the doge’s portrait on it, 
fr dues doge, fr LGk douk-, doux leader, fr L due-, dux] 
duca /doohchi/ n leader 2c(3) [It (II) Duce, lit . the leader, title of 
Benito Mussolini tl94S It dictator, fr L due-, dux] 
duchaaa /duchis/ n 1 the wife or widow of a duke 2 a woman having 
in her own nght the rank of a duke [ME duchesse, fr MF, fr due 
duke] 

duchy /’duchi/ n a dukedom [ME duche, fr MF duchS, fr due] 
'duck /duk/ It. pi ducks, (la) ducks, esp collectively duck la any of 
various swimming birds in which the neck and legs are short, the bill is 
ofta broad and flat, and the sexes are almost always different from each 
other in plumage b the flesh of any of these birds used as food 2 a female 
duck - compare 'drake 3 chiefly Br dear lb - often pi with sing, 
meaning but sing, in constr; infml [ME doke, fr OE duce] 

^uck vt 1 to thrust momentarily under water 2 to lower (e g the head), 
esp quickly as a bow or to avoid being hit 3 to avoid, evade <'^ the issue) 
^ w 1 to plunge at least one’s head under the surface of water 2a to move 
the head or body suddenly; dodge b to bow, bob 3 to evade a duty, 
questiem, or responsibility [ME douien; akin to OHG tuhhan to dive, OE 
duce duck] - duck n 

Muck n a durable closely woven usu cotton fabnc [D dock cloth, akin to 
OHG tuoh cloth, A peril to Skt dbvaja flag] . 

Muckn a score of nought, esp in cricket [^ort for duck’s egg] fr the 
egg'Shaped number 0] 

'duck4>ill A.bil/ n the platypus 
,duck.billed 'platypui n the platypus 

'duck,board Abaw^ n a usu wooden board or slat used to make a ^wth 
over wet or muddy ground - usu pi 

'ducking atool /'duking/ n a sat attached to a plank and formerly used 
to plunge culprits mto water 
duckling /dukhng/ n a young duck 

.ducks and 'drakss n pi but sing in constr the pastime of skimming flat 
stones or shells along the surface of aim water 
duck's arms n a (style oO haircut in which the hair at the back is cut 
in the shape of a duck’s tail - infml 

'diick.wa^ /-.weed/ n any of several small free-floating stemless plants 
that often cover large areas of the surfaa of still water 
'ducky /duki/ adj darling, sweet - infml 
Mucky, dsekle a dear lb - infml 

'duct /dukt/ n 1 a bodily tube or vessel, esp when arrying the secretion 
of a gland 2a a pipe, tute, or channel that conveys a substance b a pipe 
or tubular ninway for carrying an electric power line, telephone caMes, 
or other conductors 3 a continuous tube in plant tissue [NL ductus, fr 
^ ML, aqueduct, fr L, act of leading, fr ductus, pp of ducen to lead - more 
at tow] - ducting n 


Muct vt to convey (e g a gas) through a duct 
ducted /duktid/ adj situated or operating in a duct 
ductile /’duktiel/a<(t 1 capable of being asily fashioned into a new form 
2 of metals apable of being drawn out or hammered thin 3 easily led or 
influenced; tractable <Jthe ~ masses) - infml [MF A L; MF, fr L ductilis, 
fr ductus, pp] - ductility /duk'tilati/ n 
.ductless 'glend /-Its/ n endoc rine 2 

ductus arteriosus /.duktas ahtian'ohsas/ n a short broad blood vessel 
that bypasses the lungs and is found normally only m the foetus [NL, lit., 
arterid duct] 

'dud /dud/ /} 1 a bomb, missile, etc that fails to explode 2 pi personal 
belongings; esp clothes 3 a failure 4 a counterfeit, fake USE (2, 3, A 4) 
infml [(2) ME dudde coarse cloak; ( 1 , 3, 4) E dial dud (wak or spiritless 
person), perh fr duds clothes, rags] 

Mud adj valueless cheques) - infml 

dude /d(y)oohd/ n, chiefly NAm 1 a dandy 2 a city-dweller; esp a man 
from the eastern USA holidaying (on a ranch) m the western USA USE 
infml [perh fr G dial., fool] - dudish adj, dudishly adv 
'dude .ranch n an Amencan cattle ranch converted mto a holiday centre, 
oflenng typical ranch activities such as camping and ndmg 
dudgeon /dujan/ n indignation, resentment - esp m in high dudgeon 
[origin unknown] 

'due /dyooh/ adj 1 owed or owing as a debt 2a owed or owing as a natural 
or moral nght ^ot his — reward) b appropriate <a/?er ~ consideration) 
3a (apable oO satisfying a need, obligation, or duty - compare in dul 
COURSE b regular, lawful proof of loss) 4 ascribable - ^ to <^this 
advance is partly ^ to a few men of genius -A N Whitehead) 5 payable 
6 required or expected in the prarranged or normal course of events 
to amve at any time) [ME. fr MF deu, pp of devoir to owe, fr L debere 
- more at deui] - in due course after a normal passage of time, m the 
expected or allocated time 

Mue It sthg due or owed, e g a sthg esp nonmatenal that rightfully belongs 
to one </ don’t like him, but to give him his ^ he's a good singer) b pi 
fees, charges 

Mue adv directly, exactly ~ used before points of the compass 
north) 

'duel /’dyooh al/ n I a formal combat with weapons fought between 2 
people in the presence of witnesses in order to settle a quarrel 2 a conflict 
between usu evenly matched antagonistic people, idea.s, or forces [ML 
* duellum, fr OL, war] 

Muwl VI -11- (NAm -1-, -11') to fight a duel - dueller n, duelllat n 
duenna /dyooh'ena/ n 1 an older woman serving as governess and 
companion to the younger ladies m a Spanish or Portuguese family 2 a 
chaperon [Sp dueha, fr L domma mistress] ~ duennaahip n 
duet /dyooh'et/ n a (musical) composition for 2 performers [It duetto, 
dim. of duo] 

'due to prep because of 1 - though disapproved by many, now used by 
numerous eduated spakers and writers, compare 'due 4 
'duff /duf/ n a boiled or steamed pudding, often containing dried fruit [E 
dial., alter, of dough] 

Muff adj, Br not working; worthless, useless - slang [perh back-formation 
fr duffer] 

duffel, duffle /’dui^a)!/ n a coarse heavy woollen material with a thick 
nap [D duffel, fr Duffel, town in Belgium] 

'duffel .bag n a cylindrical fabnc bag, closed by a drawstring, used for 
arrying personal belongings [duffer, duffle (kk, equipment), fr duffel] 
'duffel .coat n a cat made of duffel that is utu thigh- or knee-length, 
hooded, and fastened with toggles 

duffer /'dufa/ n an incompetent, ineffectual, of clumsy person [perh fr 
Sc doofart stupid person] 

‘duff up vt, Br BEAT la - slang [duff (to fake, chat, bungle), perh 
back-formation fr duffer] 

'dug /dug/ past of DIO 

Mug /dug/ n an udder; also a tat - usu used With referena to aninuds 
but derog when used of a woman [perh of Segnd origin; akin to OSw 
dKggia tu suckle; akin to OE delu nipple] 

dugong /’dooh.gong/ n an aquatic plant-ating mammal related to the 
manatee ^L, genus name, fr Malay A Tag duyong tea cow] 
dugout /'dug.owt/ 0 1 a bat made by hollowing out a large log 2 a 
shelter dug in the ground or in a hillside, ap for troops 
duikpr /'dieka/ n any of several small Afrian antelopa [Afnk, lit., 
diver, fr duik to dive, ft MD duken; akin to OHG tuhhan to dive - more 
at 'duck] 

dukp /dyoohk / 0 1 a sovereign ruler of a European duchy 2 a nobleman 
of the highest hereditary rank; esp a member of the highat rank of the 
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Bntish peerage 3 a Hst - usu pi; slang [ME, fr OF due, fr L due-, dux, 
ft ducere to lead - more at tow; (3) rhyming slang Duke (or York^) forks, 
fingers, hands] - dukedom n 

dulcet /'dulsit/ adj, esp of sounds sweetly pleasant or soothing < ^ tones} 
[ME doucet, fr MF, fr douz sweet, fr L dulcis] - dulcetly adv 
dulcimer /'dulsima/ n a stnnged instrument having stnngs of graduated 
length stretched over a sounding board and played with light hammers 
[ME dowcemere, fr MF doulcemer, fr Olt doldmelo, fr dolce sweet, fr 
L dulcis] 

'dull /dul/ adj 1 mentally slow, stupid 2a slow in perception or sensibility, 
insensible b lacking zest or vivacity; listless 3 lacking sharpness of cutting 
edge or point; blunt 4 not resonant or nnging <a booming sound} 5 
of a colour low in saturation and lightness 6 cloudy, overcast 7 bonng. 
uninteresting [ME dul, akin to OE dol foolish, & prob to L fumus smoke 

- more at fume] - dullneaa, dulneas n, dully adv 

*dull vb to make or become dull (eyes and ears ed age} 
dullard /dulad/ n a stupid or insensitive person 
dulse /duls/ n any of several coarse edible red seaweeds [ScGael & 
IrGael duileasg-, akin to W delysg dulse] 
duly /'dyoohli/ adv in a due manner, time, or degree; properly (your 
suggestion has been ~ noted} 

duma /'dooh.mah/ n a representative council in tsarist Russia [Russ, of 
Gmc origin; akin to OE dom judgment - more at d(x)m] 
dumb /dum/ adj 1 devoid of the power of speech 2 naturally incapable 
of speech <'^ animals'} 3 not expressed in uttered words insolence} 
4a not willing to speak b temporanly unable to speak (e g from astonish- 
ment) (struck 7 '> S lacking some usual attnbute or accompaniment 6 
stupid [Me, fr OC; akin to OHG tumb mute, ON tumbr, OE deaf deaf 

- more at deaf] - dumbly /'dumli/ adv, dumbness n 

dumbball /'dum,bel/ n 1 a short bar with adjustable weights at each end 
used usu in pairs for weight training 2 NAm dummy 6 
dumbfound, dumfound /dum'fownd/ vt to strike dumb with astonish- 
ment, amaze [dumb •«- -found (as in confound)] 

'dumb .show n (a play or part of a play presented by) movement, signs, 
and gestures without words 
'dumb,struck /-.stmk/ adj dumbfounded 

.dumb 'waiter n 1 a movable table or stand often with revolving shelves 
for holding food or dishes 2 a small lift for conveying food and dishes (e g 
from the kitchen to the dining area of a restaurant) 
dumdum /dum.dum/ n a bullet that expands on impact and inflicts a 
severe wound [Dum-Dum, arsenal near Calcutta, India] 

'dummy /'dumi/ n 1 the exposed hand in bndge played by the declarer 
in addition to his/her own hand; also the player whose hand is a dummy 
2 an imitation or copy of sthg used to reproduce some of the attnbutes 
of the onginal; e g a chiefly Br a rubber teat given to babies to suck in 
order to soothe them b a large puppet in usu human form, used by a 
ventriloquist c a model of the human body, esp the torso, used for fitting 
or displaying clothes 3 a person or corporation that seems to act 
independently but is in reality acting for or at the direction of another 4 
a pattern for a printing job showing the position of typographic elements 
(e g text and illustrations) 5 an instance of dummying an opponent in 
sports 6 a dull or stupid person - infml ['dumb + -y\ ong sense, dumb 
person] 

*dummy adj resembling or being a dummy- eg a sham, amfictal b 
existing in name only; fictitious (bank accounts held in names} 
’dummy vi 1 to deceive an opponent (eg in rugby or soccer) by 
pretending to pass or release the ball while still retaining posaession of it 

2 NAm to refuse to talk - usu + up; slang ^ vt to deceive (an opponent) 
by dummying 

'dummy ,run n a rehearsal; trial run 

'dump /dump/ vt la to unload or let fall in a heap or mass b to get rid 
of unceremoniously or irresponsibly; abandon 2 to sell in quantity at a 
very low price; specif to sell abroad at less than the market price at home 

3 to copy (data in a' computer's internal storage) onto an external storage 
medium [perh fr D dompen U> immerse, topple; akin to OE dyppan to 
dip - more at dip] - dumper a 

’dump n la an accumulation of discarded materiab (e g refuse) b a place 
where such materials are dumped 2 a quantity of esp military reserve 
materials accumulated in 1 place (arms ~ > 3 an instance of dumping 
data stored in a computer 4 a disorderly, slovenly, or dilapidated place 

- infml 

'dumppr .truck /'dumpo/, 'dump .truck n a lorry whose body may be 
tilted to empty the contents 

dumpling i^dumpling/ n 1 a small usu rounded mass of leavened dough 


cooked by boiling or steaming often in stew 2 a short round person - 
humor [perh alter, of lump] 

dumps /dumps/ n pi a gloomy state of mind, despondency - esp in m 
the dumps; infml [prob fr D domp haze, fr MD damp] 
dumpy /’dumpi/ adj short and thick in build; squat [E dial dump 
(lump)] - dumpily adv, dumpiness n 

'dun /dun/ adj 1 of the colour dun 2 of a horse having a greyish or light 
brownish colour [ME, fr OE dunn - more at dusk] 

’dun n I a dun horse 2 a slightly brownish dark grey 3 (an artificial fly 
tied to imitate) a mayfly that has not acquired all the typical adult 
characteristics 

*dun vt -nn- to make persistent demands upon for payment [perh short for 
obs dunkirk (pnvatecr), fr Dunkirk, Dunkerque port in France] 

*dun n 1 one who duns 2 an urgent request, esp a demand for pay- 
ment 

’dun n an Insh or Scottish stronghold protected by usu 2 encircling 
mounds or a mound and a palisade [ScGael Sl IrGael dun] 
dunce /duns/ n a dull or stupid person [John Duns Scotus tl308 Sc 
theologian whose once accepted wntings were ndiculed m the 16th c] 
dunce's cap n a conical cap formerly used to humiliate slow learners 
at school 

Dun'dee .cake /dun'dee/ n a fruit cake, usu decorated on top with 
skinned almonds [Dundee, city in Scotland] 

dunderhead /'dunda.hed/ n a dunce, blockhead [perh fr D donder 
thunder + E head, akin to OHG thonar thunder - more at thunder] - 
dunderbeaded /.dunda'hedid/ adj 

dundrearies /dun'dnanz/ n pi, often cap long flowing side-whiskers 
worn without a beard [Lord Dundreary, character in the play Our 
Amencan Cousin by Tom Taylor tI880 E dramatist] 
dune /dyoohn/ n a hill or ridge of sand piled up by the wind 
GFOORAPHY [F, fr OF, fr MD, akin to OE dun down - more at 
down] 

'dung /dung/ n the excrement of an animal [ME, fr OE; akin to ON 
dyngja manure pile, Lith dengti to cover] - dungy /'dung i/ adj 
’dung V/ to fertilize or dress with manure ^vi , of an animal to def- 
ecate 

dungaree /.dung ga'ree/ n a heavy coarse durable cotton twill woven 
from coloured yams, specif blue denim [Hindi dugri] 

.dunga'rees /-recz/ n pi a I -piece outer garment consisting of trousers 
and a bib with shoulder straps fastened at the back > dungaree adj 
'dung .beetle n a beetle that rolls balls of dung in which to lay its 

eggs 

dungeon /'dunjan/ n a dark usu underground pnson or vault, esp in a 
castle church [ME donjon inner tower in a castle, strong pnson, 
fr MF, fr (assumed) ML dominion-, dominio, fr L dominus lord - more 
at dame] 

'dung,hiil /-.hil/ n a heap of dung (e g in a farmyard) 
dunk /dungk/ vt to dip (e g a piece of bread) into liquid (e g soup) before 
eating [PaG dunke, fr MHG dunken, fr OHG dunkon] 
dunlin /'dunlin/ n. pi dunlins, esp collectively dunlin a small widely 
distnbuted brown-backed sandpiper ['dun -lin (alter of -hng)] 
Dunlop /'dunlop/ n a moist Scottish cheese similar to Cheddar [Dunlop, 
town in Ayr, Scotland] 

dunnage /'dumj/ n 1 loose matenals or padding used to prevent damage 
2 (personal) baggage [ongin unknown] 
dunno /da'noh/ don’t know - used in writing to represent nonstandard 
speech [by alter ] 

dunnock /'dunak/ n a small dull-coloured European bird common in 
gardens and scrub [ME dunoke, fr 'dun -oc, -oke -ock] 
dunny /'duni/ n, chiefly Austr A NZ a toilet - infml [by shortening ft 
alter fr dunnaken, dannaken (toilet), fr danna (human excrement)] 
duo /'dyooh.oh/ n, pi duos a pair (of performers); also a piece (e g of 
music) wntten for 2 players [It, fr L, two - more at two] 
duo> comb form two [L duo] 

duodecimal /,dyoohoh'desim(a)l/ adj proceeding by or based on the 
number of 12 [L duodecim - more at dozen] - dBodcdnal n 
.duo'decimo /-'desimoh/ n, pi duodecimos a book format in which a 
folded sheet forms 12 leaves; also a book in this format [L, abl of 
duodecimos twelfth, fr duodeem] 

duoden*, dnodeno- comb form duodenum <duodeni/»> <duodenc|gram> 
[NL, fr ML duodenum] 

duodenum /.dyooh-a'deenam/ n. pi duodena /-na/. dnodenums the first 
part of the small intestine extending from the stomach to the jejunum 
DIGESTION [ME, fr ML, fr L duodeni twelve each, fr duodedm 
twelve; fr its length, about 12 fingers' breadth] - duodenal adj 
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duologue /'dyooh-9.]og/ n a (theatrica]) dialogue between 2 people 
duomo /dooh'ohmoh/ n, pJ duomos a cathedral [It - more at dome] 
duotono /'dyooh-oh.tohn, 'dyooh-a-/ adj of or in 2 colours 
'dupe /dyoohp/ n one who is easily deceived or cheated [F. fr MF duppe, 
prob alter, of huppe hoopoe] 

^upe vt to make a dupe of; deceive - duper n, dupery /"dyoohpori/ n 
duplon /'doohpion(h)/ n a rough silk fabnc [F doupion, fr It doppione 
double cocoon made by two silkworms, aug of doppio double, fr L 
duplos] 

duple /'dyoohpl/ adj 1 having 2 elements; twofold 2 marked by 2 or a 
multiple of 2 beats per bar of music [L duplus double - more at 
double] 

'duplex /'dyooh.pleks/ adj 1 double, twofold 2 allowing telecommunica- 
tion in opposite directions simultaneously [L, fr duo two + -plex -fold - 
more at two, simple] 

’duplex Ji sthg duplex: e g a NAm a 2-famiIy house b NAm a Hat on 2 
floors 

'dupllcete /'d(y)oohplik3t/ adj la consisting of or existing in 2 corre- 
sponding or identical parts or examples invoices'^ b being the same 
as another <a ^ key') 2 being a card game, specif bridge, in which 
different playen play identical hands in order to compare scores [ME. fr 
L duphcatus, pp of duphcare to double, fr dupiic-, duplex] 

Hiupllcete n 1 either of 2 things that exactly resemble each other, specif 
an equally valid copy of a legal document 2 a copy - In duplicate with 
an original and 1 copy (typed >; aJso with 2 identical copies 
’duplicate /'d(y)oohpli.kayt/ vr 1 to make double or twofold 2 to make 
an exact copy of the document} ^ w to replicate (DNA in chromo- 
somes s> - du^cation /-'kaysh(a)n/ n. duplicative /-kativ/ adj 
duplicator /'d(y)oohpli.kayta/ n a machine for making copies, esp by 
means other than photocopying or xeroxing [’duplicate 4 '-or] 
duplicity /dyooh'plisati/ n malicious deception m thought, speech, or 
action - duplicitous /-sitas/ adj, duplicitously adv 
duppy /dupi/ n a U8U malevolent ghost or spint in W Indian folklore 
[Bubc dupe ghost] 

durable /'dyooarabl. also j-/ adj able to exist or be used for a long time 
without significant deterioration [ME. fr MF, fr L durabilis, fr durare to 
last, endure - more at durino] - durablcneas n, durably adv, durability 
/-•bilati/ n 

'durablee n pi consumer goods (e g vehicles and household appliances) 
expected to have a long lifetime 

Duralumin /dyoo'ralyoomin; also joo-/ trademark - used for an alloy 
of aluminium, copper, manganese, and magnesium comparable in 
strength and hardness to soft steel 

dura matar /dyooora 'mahta, 'may-/ n the tough fibrous membrane that 
envelops the brain and spinal cord [ME. fr ML. lit , hard mother] 
duramen /dyoo(9)'rahmin, -'ray-, also j-/ n heartwood [NL, fr L, 
hardness, fr durare to harden, last - more at during] 
durance /'dyooarans; also}-/ n, archaic impnsonment - often in durance 
vile (a convict suffered vile' - Irish Digest} [MF, fr durer to 
endure] 

duration /dyoo(a)'raysh(a)n/ n 1 continuance in time 2 the time during 
which sthg exists or lasts 

durativa /’dyooarativ/ adj of or being a verbal aspect expressing continu- 
ing action durative n 

durbar /duhtbah/ n a reception held m formtf times by an Indian prince 
or a British governor or viceroy in India [Hindi darbar, fr Per, fr dardoor 
+ bar admission, audience] ** 

duraaa /dyoo(a)'res; also j-/ n 1 forable restraint or restnetion 2 
compulsion by threat, violence, or impnsonment [ME duresse, fr MF 
duresce hardness, severity, fr L duntia, fr durus] 

Durex /dyoooreks/ trademark - used for a condom 
durian /'dyooori*an/ n (an E Indian tree bearing) a large oval pleasant- 
tasting but foul-smelling tropical fruit with a prickly rind [Malay] 
during /dyooanng; also j-/ prep 1 throughout the whole duration of 
(swims everyday ~ the summer} 2 at some point in the course of (takes 
his holiday ^ July} [ME, fr prp of duren to last, fr OF durer, fr L durare 
to harden, endure, fr durus hard; perh akin to Skt daru wood - more at 
tree] 

durmaat /’duh.mahst/ n a European oak valued esp for its dark heavy 
tough elastic wood [perh alter, of dun mast, fr 'dun + mast] 
durum /'dyoooram; also '}-/ n a hard wheat that yields a glutenous flour 
used esp to make pasta [NL, fr L, neut of durus hard] 
dusk /dusk/ a (the darker part of) twilight (lights goon at <«> [ME 
doak; duake dibky, alter, of OE dox; akin to L fuscus dark brown, OE 
dunn dun, dust dust] 


dusky /'duski/ adj 1 somewhat dark in colour; esp dark-skinned 2 
shadowy, gloomy - duskily adv, dusidnesa n 
'dust /dust/ n 1 fine dry particles of any solid matter, esp earth; specif 
the fine particles of waste that settle esp on household surfaces 2 the 
particles into which sthg. esp the human body, disintegrates or decays 3 
sthg worthless (worldly success was ^ to him} 4 the surface of the 
ground - compare bite the dust 5a a cloud of dust (the cars raised 
quite a ^ > b confusion, disturbance - esp in kick up/raise a dust [ME. 
fr OE dust, akin to L furere to rage. Gk thyein] - dustless adj, dustlike 
adj 

’dust vt 1 to make free of dust (e g by wiping or beating) 2 to prepare 
to use again - usu i down or off 3a to s^innkle with fine particles 
a cake with icing sugar} b to spnnkle in the form of dust <— sugar over 
a cake} vi t of a bird to work dust into the feathers 2 to remove dust 
(e g from household articles), esp by wiping or brushing 
‘dustbin /-.bin/ n. Br a container for holding household refuse until 
collection 

'dust .bowl n a region that suffers from prolonged droughts and dust 
storms 

‘dustcart /-.kaht/ n, Br a vehicle for collecting household waste 
'dustcoat /-.koht/ n, chiefly Br a loose lightweight coat worn to protect 
clothing 

'dustcovar /-.kuva/ n 1 a dustsheet 2 dust jackfi 
'dust .devil n a small whirlwind containing sand or dust 
duster /dusta/ n sthg that removes dust, specif a cloth for removing dust 
from household articles 

'dust .jacket n a removable outer paper cover for a book 
'dustman /-man/ n, Br one employed to remove household refuse 
'dustpan /-.pan/ n a shovel-hke utensil with a handle into which 
household dust and litter is swept 

'dustsheet /-.sheet/ n a large sheet (e g of cloth) used as a cover to 
protect sthg. esp furniture, from dust 
'dust .shot n the smallest size of shot 

'dust .storm n a dust-laden wind or whirlwind, esp a whirlwind moving 
across a dry region 
'dust-.up n a quarrel, row - infml 
'dust .wrapper n dust mcket 

dusty /dusti/ adj 1 covered with or full of dust 2 consisting of dust, 
powdery 3 resembling dust, esp in consistency or colour 4 lacking 
vitality, dry (>- scholarship} - dustily adv, dustiness n - not so dusty 
fairly good 

.dusty 'miller n any of several plants having leaves covered in dense 
white hairs 

'dutch /duch/ adv, often cap with each person paying for him-/herself 
(we always go '^} [Dutch] 

’dutch n, Br one's wife - slang [by shortening & alter J>duc/iess'] 
Dutch n 1 the Germanic language of the Netherlands i anguage 
2 pi in constr the people of the Netherlands [ME Duche German, fr 
Duch, Duche, adj, fr MD duutsch, akin to OHG diutisc German, Goth 
thiudisko as a gentile, thiuda people, Oscan touto city] - Dutch adj, 
Dutchman n 

.Dutch 'auction n an auction in which the auctioneer gradually reduces 
the bidding pnee until a bid is received 

.Dutch 'barn n a large barn with open sides used esp for storage of 
hay 

.Dutch 'cap n a moulded cap, usu of thin rubber, that fits over the uterine 
cervix to act as a mechanical contraceptive bafner 
.Dutch 'courage n courage produced by intoxication rather than 
inherent resolution 

' .Dutch 'elm disease n a fatal disease of d)nis caused by a fungus, 
spread from tree to tree by a beetle, and charactSnzed by yellowing of the 
foliage and defoliation 

.Dutch 'hoe n a garden hoe that has both edges sharpened 
.Dutch 'oven n 1 a 3-walled metal shield usbd for roasting before an 
open fire 2 a bnck oven in which food is cooked by heat radiating from 
the prewarmed walls 

.Dutch Reformed .Church n a branch of the Calvinist Church to 
which the majority of Afrikaans-speaking South Africans belong 
.Dutch 'treat n a meal or entertainment for which each person pays for 
him-/herself 

.Dutch 'uncle n one who admonishes sternly and bluntly 
duteous /dyoobti'es, -tyas/ adj dutiful, obedient - fml [irreg fr duty] 
dutiable /'dyoohti abl, -tyabl/ adj subject to a duty (^ imports} 
dutiful /dyoobtiffa)!/ adj 1 filled with or motivat^ by a sense ^ duty 
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<fl ^ son) 2 proceeding from or expressive of a sense of duly 
affection} - dutifully adv, dutifulness n 

duty /'dyoohti/ n I conduct due to parents and superiors, respect 2a 
tasks, conduct, service, or functions that anse from one's position, job, or 
moral obligations b assigned (military) service or business 3a a moral or 
legal obligation b the force of moral obligation 4 a lax, csp on imports 
5 a measure of efficiency expressed in terms of the amount of work done 
m relation to the energy consumed (ME duete, fr AF duete, fr OF deu 
due] 

.duty-free adj exempted from duty 

duumvir /dyooh'umva, ‘dyooh-amva/ n either of 2 officers or magistrates 
of ancient Rome constituting a board or court [L, fr duum (gen of duo 
two) 4 vir man] 

duvet /doobvay/ n a large quilt filled with insulating material (e g down, 
feathers, or acrylic fibre), usu placed inside a removable fabnc cover and 
used in place of bedclothes [F, lit., down] 

'dwarf /dwawf/ n, p/ dwarfs, dwarves /dwawvz/ 1 a person of unusually 
small stature, csp one whose bodily proportions are abnormal 2 an animal 
or plant much below normal size 3 a small manlike creature in esp Norse 
and Germanic mythology who was skilled as a craftsman [ME dwerg, 
dwerf, fr OE dwcorg, dweorh, akin to OHG twerg dwarf] - dwarfish adj, 
dwarfishness n, dwarflike adj, dwarfness n 
‘dwarf vt 1 to stunt the growth of 2 to cause to appear smaller other 
buildings are -- cd by the skyscraper} 
dwarfism /'dwaw,fiz(3)m/ n the condition of stunted growth 
.dwarf 'star n a relatively small star (eg the sun) of ordinary 
luminosity 

dwell /dwei/ v: dwelt /dwelt/, dwelled /dwcid, dwelt/ 1 to remain for 
a time 2 to keep the attention directed, esp m speech or wnting, linger 
' ♦ on or upon <dwclt on the weaknesses in his opponent’s arguments} 
3 to live as a resident, reside - fml [ME dwellen, fr OE dwellan to go 
astray, hinder, akin to OHG tweUen to tarry] - dweller n 
dwelling /'dweling/ n a place (e g a house or flat) in which people live 
• fml or humor 

dwindle /*dwindi/ w dwindling /'dwindling/ to become steadily less in 
quantity, shnnk, dimmish [prob freq of E dial dwine (to waste away), 
fr ME dwinen, fr OE dwinan] 

DX, Dx n long-range radio transmissions (when some of the best ^ may 
be heard - Radio & Electronics World} < listeners} 

DXer, Dxer n someone whose hobby is listening to DX 
DXing, Dxing n the hobby of listening to DX 
dy- /die-/, dyo- comb form two (dyarchy} [LL, fr Gk, fr dyo - more at 
rwo] 

dyad /'die.ad/ n a pair, specif coupi f 1 - fml [LL dyad-, dyas, fr Gk, 
fr dyo] - dyadic /die'adik/ adj, dyadically adv 

Dyak, Dayak /'die,ak/ n 1 (a member of) any of several Indonesian 
peoples of the intcnor of Borneo 2 the language of the Dyaks "3^ 

1 ANGiJACih [Malay dayak up-country] 

dyarchy, diarchy /'dic.ahki/ n a government in which power is vested in 

2 rulers 

dybbuk /'dibak/ n, pi dybbukim / -kim/ also dybbuks an evil spint that 
inhabits the body of a living person in Jewish folklore [LHeb dihbuq] 
'dye /die/ n 1 a colour or tint produced by dyeing 2 a soluble or insoluble 
colounng matter [ME dehe, fr OE deah, deag\ akin to L fumus smoke 
- more at fijmk] 

‘dye vt dyeing to impart a new and ofien pennanent colour to, esp by 
impregnation with a dye - dyer n, dycable /'die-9bl/ adj, dyeability 
/.die a'bibti/ n 

.dyed -in-the-'wool adj thoroughgoing, uncompromising (a con- 
servative} 

'dye, stuff /-.stuf/ n dye 2 

'dye.wood /-.wood/ n a wood (e g fustic) yielding a dye 
dying /die-ing/ pres part of die 

'dyke, dike /diek/ n 1 an artificial watercourse; a ditch 2 a bank, usu of 
earth, constructed to control or confine water 3 a barner preventing 
passage, esp of sthg undesirable 4 a raised causeway 5 a body of intrusive 
Igneous rock running across the strata geography 6 chiefly Br a 
natural watercourse 7 dial Br a wall or fence of turf or stone [ME, fr OE 
die ditch, dyke; akin to MHG tich pond, dyke, L Bgere to fasten, 
pierce] 

‘dyke, dike vt to surround or protect with a dyke 
'dynamic /die'namik, di-/ adj la of physical force or energy in motion 
b of dynamics 2a marked by continuous activity or change (a ^ 
population} b energetic, forceful (a — personality} [F dynamique, fr Gk 


dynamikos powerful, fr dynamis power, fr dynasthai to be able) - 
dynamical adj, dynamically adv 
‘dynamic n a dynamic force 

dy'namica n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 a branch of mechanics that 
deals with forces and their relation to the motion of bodies 2 a pattern 
of change or growth (population ~ ) 3 vanation and contrast in force or 
intensity (e g in music) 

dynamiam /'diena,miz(3)m/ n la a philosophical system that describes 
the universe in terms of the interplay of forces b dynamics 2 2 
dynamic quality - dynamist n, dyaamistic /-'mistik^ adj 
'dynamite /'diena.miet/ n 1 a blasting explosive that is made of nitro- 
glycenne absorbed in a porous matenal 2 sby or sthg that has explosive 
force or effect - infml 

‘dynamite vt to destroy with dynamite - dynamiter n 
dynamo /'dienamoh/ n, pi dynamos 1 a machine by which mechanical 
energy is converted into elcctncal energy; specif such a device that 
produces direct current (e g in a motor car) energy 2 a forceful 
energetic person [short for dynamoelectnc machine] 
dynamometer /.diena'momita/ n an instrument for measunng power 
exerted (e g by an engine) [F dynamometre, fr Gk dynamis power + F 
-metre -meter] - dynamometric /-moh'metnk/ adj, dynamonsetry 
/-'momitn/ n 

dynast /'dmast, -nast/ n a usu hereditary ruler [L dynastes, fr Gk 
dynastes, fr dynasthai to be able, have power] 

dynasty /'dmasti/ n a succession of hereditary rulers, also the time 
during which such a dynasty rules - dynastic /di'nasuk/ adj, dynastically 
adv 

dynatron /'diena.tron/ n a thermionic valve having 4 electrodes and used 
esp to generate oscillations [Gk dynamis power 
dyne /dien/ n the cgs unit of force. 10 ’N unit [F, fr Gk 
dynamis] 
dyo- - see dy- 

dys- /dis-/ prefix 1 abnormal, impaired (dysfunction} (dysplasia} 2 
difficult, painful (dysuria} (dysmenorrhoea} - compare fu- 1 [ME dis- 
bad, difficult, fr MF & L; MF dis-, fr L dys-, fr Gk; akin to OE to-, te- 
apart. Skt dus- bad. difficult] 

dyscrasia /dis'krayzi-a, -zh(y)a/ n an abnormal condition of the body 
or of one of its parts (a blood - > [NL, fr ML, bad mixture of humours, 
fr Gk dyskrasia, fr dys- * krasis mixture, fr kerannynat to mix] 
dysentery /'dis(a)ntn/ n any of several infectious diseases characterized 
by severe diarrhoea, usu with passing of mucus and blood [ME dissent- 
ene, fr L dysentena, fr Gk. fr dys- enteron intestine - more at inter-) 

- dysenteric /-'tenk/ adj 

dysfunction, disfunction /dis'fungksh(3)n/ n impaired or abnormal 
functioning - dysfunctional adj 

dys'genic /-’jenik/ adj detnmental to the hereditary qualities of ■ 
stock 

dys'genics /-'jeniks/ n pi but sing in constr the study of racial degener- 
ation 

dys'lexia /-'leksi a/ n a maldevelopment of reading ability in otherwise 
normal children due to a neurological disorder [NL, fr dys- * Gk lexis 
word, speech] - dyslexic /-sik/ adj 
.dysmenor'rhoaa Amena'na/ n painful menstruation [NL] 
dys'pepsia /-'pepsi-a/ n indigestion [L. fr Gk, fr dys- 4 pepsis digestion, 
fr peptein, pessein to cook, digest - more at cook] 
dya'paptic /-'peptik/ adj 1 relating to or having dyspepsia 2 showing 
a sour disposition, ill-tempered - dyspeptic n, dyspeptically adv 
dys'phaaia /-'fayzya, -zh(y)9/ n loss of or deficiency in the power to use 
or understand language as a result of injury to or disease of the brain [NL] 

- dysphasic /-zik/ n or adj 

dys'phorla /-'fawri-a/ n a state of feeling unwell or unhappy - compare 
euphoria [NL, fr Gk, fr dysphoros hard to bear, fr dys- + pheran to 
bear - more at ’bear] - dysphoric /-'fonk/ a^t 
dys'plaaia /-'playzi-a, -zh(y)a/ n abnormal growth or development of 
organs, cells, etc [NL] - dysplastic /-'plastik/ adj 
dyspnoea, chiefly NAm dyspnea /disp'nee-a/ n difficult or laboured 
breathing [L dyspnoea, fr Gk dyspnoia, fr dyspnoos short of breath, fr 
dys- 4 pnein to breathe ~ more at sneeze] - dyspnoeic /-'nee-ik/ adj 
dya'prosium /-'prohzi-am, -si-/ n an element of the rare-earth group that 
forms highly magnetic compounds periodic table [NL, fr Gk 
dysprositos hard to get at, fr dys- + prositos approachable, fr prosienai 
to approach, fr pros- + tenat to go - more at issue] 
dya'topia /-'tohpi-a/ n an imaginary place which is depresaingly 
wretched - compare utopia [NL, fr dys- 4 -topia (as in utopia)] - 
dystopian adj 
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dys'uria /-'yoosriV n difficult or painful urination [NL, fr Gk dysouna, 
ft dys- + -ouriM -una] 


E 

• /ee/ tt, pi es often cap la (a graphic rq)rescntation of or device for 
reproducing) the Sth letter of the English alphabet b a speech counterpart 
of orthographic c 2 the 3rd note of a C-major scale 3 one designate c 
eg a the 5th in order or class b the base of the system of natural 
logarithms having the approximate numerical value 2.71828 4 a mark 
rating a student's work as poor or failing 
•- pte/ix la deprive of; remove (a specified quality or thing) 
(jemasculatey ievisceratey b lacking; without iedentate') (jecaudatey 2 
out; on the outside (evert} 3 forth (emanate} (ejaculate} [ME, fr OF &, 
L; OF, out, forth, away, fr L, fr ex-) 

'•ach /eech/ adj being one of 2 or more distinct individuals considered 
separately and often forming a group foot in turn} (they ^ want 
something different} [ME ech, fr OE /^c; akin to OHG logilih each, both 
fr a prehistoric WGmc compound whose first and second constituents 
respectively are represented by OE a always & gehc alike] 

’MCh pmn each one of us) is equally attractive} 

*9ach adv to or for each; apiece (tickets at £1 ^ > 

.aach 'othar pmn each of 2 or more in reciprocal action or relation - not 
used as subject of a clause (wore each other's shirts} (looked at ~ in 
surprise} 

,aach 'way adj or adv, Br, of a bet backing a horse, dog, etc to finish in 
the first two, three, or four in a race as well as to win 
aagar /'eega/ adj marked by keen, enthusiastic, or impatient desire or 
interest <,always ^ to help} (ME egre sharp, fierce, fr OF aigre, fr L acer 
- more at edoe] - eagerly adv, eagerness n 

.aagar 'baavar n one who is unduly zealous in performing his/her 
assigned duties and in volunteering for more - infml 
aagla /'eegl/ a 1 any of vanous large birds of prey noted for their 
strength, size, gracefulness, keenness of vision, and powers of flight 2 any 
of vanous emblematic or symbolic representations of an eagle: eg a the 
standard of the ancient Romans b the seal or stanclard of a nation (e g 
the USA) having an eagle as emblem 3 a 10-dollar gold com of the USA 
4 a golf score for 1 hole of 2 strokes less than par [ME egle, fr OF atgle, 
fir L aquila] 

,eagle 'eye n close vigilance; careful attention (the teacher kept an ^ on 
the unruly pupil} 

,Mgte-'oyed adj 1 having very good eyesight 2 looking very keenly at 
sthg (watched '■* while the cashier counted out the money} 3 good at 
noticing details; observant (an ^ employer who spots the smallest 
mistake} 

'••gla ,owl ti an owl with prominent ear tufts that is the largest European 
owl 

•aglet /'eegiit/ n a young eagle 
•agra /'ayga/ n *bore [ongin unknown] 

•aldorman /'awldaman/ n the chief officer in a district in Anglo-Saxon 
England [OE - more at alderman] 

-aan - see ' »*-an 

'••r /»/ n la (the externa|[mrt oO the charactenstic vertebrate organ of 
hearing and equilibrium nerve b any of various organs capable of 
detecting vibratory motion 2 the sense or act of hearing 3 sensitivity to 
musical tone and pitch 4 sthg resembling an ear in shape or position; esp 
a projecting part (e g a lug or handle) 5a sympathetic attention (gained 
the ^ of the managing directory b pi notice, awareness (it has come to 
my that you are discontented} [ME ere, fr OE dire; akin to OHG 
dra ear, L auns, Gk ous] - by ear from memory of the sound without 
having seen the written music - la one ear and oot the other through one’s 
mind without making an impression (everything you say to him goes in 
one ear and out the other) - ap to one's ears deeply involved; heavily 
implicated 

*aar n the fruiting spike of a cereal, including both the seeds and protective 
structures [ME er, fr OE ear, akin to OHG ahireax, OE ecg edge - more 
at edge] 

•aracha /'ia,rayk/ n an ache or pain in the ear 
. 'gargirum /-Arm/ n tympanic membrane nerve 
aarad /bd/ a^f having ears, esp of a specified kind or number (loag<ued 
odl} 


'•arful /-fta)!/ n 1 an outpouring of news or gossip 2 a sharp verbal 
repnmand USE infml 

•arl /uhl/ n a member of the Bntish peerage ranking below a marquess 
and above a viscount [ME erl, fr OE eorl warrior, nobleman, akin to ON 
jarl warnor, nobleman] - earldom /-d(3)m/ n 
.•art 'marshal n an officer of state in England serving chiefly as a royal 
attendant on ceremonial occasions, as marshal of state processions, and 
as head of the College of Arms 

'•ar.loba /-,lohb/ n the pendent part of the ear of humans or of some 
fowls 

.aarl 'palatine n an English earl having in former times royal powers 
within his county 

'early /'uhli/ adv 1 at or near the beginning of a penod of time, a 
development, or a series <earlier on m the experiment} 2 before the usual 
or proper time (got up ^} [ME eriy, fr OE xrlice, fr ser early, soon - 
more at ere] 

’early adj la of or occurring near the beginning of a period of time, a 
development, or a senes b(l) distant in past time (2) pnmitive 2a 
occurring before the usual time b occurnng in the near future c maturing 
or producing sooner than related forms <ai7 ^ peach} ~ earliness n 
'early .bird n one who nses or arnves early 

.early 'closing n 1 the closing of shops in a Bntish town or distnct on 

1 afternoon a week 2 the day on which shops close early 

.Early 'English adj of an early Gothic style of architecture, prevalent in 
Bntain from the late 12th t(Mhe late 13th c. charactcnzcd by lancet 
windows and pointed arches churc h 
'earmark /'b.mahk/ n 1 a mark of identification on the ear of an animal 

2 a distinguishing or identifying charactenstic 

’’earmark vt 1 to mark (livestock) with an earmark 2 to designate (e g 
funds) for a specific use or owner 

'ear, muffs /-.rnufs/ n pi a pair of ear covenngs connected by a flexible 
band and worn as protection against cold or noise 
earn /uhn/ vt I to receive (e g money) as return for effort, esp for work 
done or services rendered 2 to bnng in as income (my shares -ed 
nothing last year} 3a to gam or deserve because of one’s behaviour or 
qualities (Alexander -ed the title The Great' by hts victories in war} b 
to make worthy of or obtain for (Alexander’s victones in war ^ed him 
the title The Great"} [ME emen, fr OE eamian] 
earner /’uhna/ n, Br sthg profitable - slang [earn *-er] 

''earnest /uhnist/ n a senous and intent mental state - esp in in earnest 
[ME emest, fr OE eomost; akin to OHG emust earnest] 

’earnest adj determined and serious - earnestly adv, earnestness n 
’earnest n 1 sthg of value, esp money, given by a buyer to a seller to seal 
a bargain 2 a token of what is to come; a pledge [ME ernes, emest, fr 
OF erres, pi of eire earnest, fr L arra, short for arrabo, fr Gk arrhabon, 
fr Heb erabhon] 

earnings /’uhningz/ n pi money earned; esp gross revenue 
earphone A3,fohn/ n a device that converts electneal energy into sound 
waves and is worn over or inserted into the ear 
'aar.piece /-,pees/ n a part of an instrument (e g a telephone) to which 
the ear is applied for listening, esp an earphone 
'aar.piercing /-.piasing/ adj earsplitting 

'•ar,plug /-.plug/ n a device inserted into the outer opening of the ear for 
protection against water, loud noise, etc 
'earring /-,nng/ n an ornament for the ear that is attached to the 
earlobe 

'•ar,shot /-.shot/ n the range within which stl^, esp the unaided voice, 
may be heard 

'•ar,splitting /-.spliting/ adj distressingly loud or shnll 
'earth /uhth/ n 1 'soil 2a 2 the sphere of mdrtal or worldly existence 
as distinguished from spheres of spintual life compare heaven, hell 
3a areas of land as distinguished from sea and Rir b the solid ground 4 
^en cap the planet on which we live that is third in order from the sun 
astronomy, symbol 5 the people of the planet earth 6 the lair of 
a fox, badger, etc 7 a metallic oxide formerlyi classed as an element 8 
chiefly Br aan electneal connection to earth b a large conducting body 
(c g the eanh) used as the arbitrary zero of potential 9 a huge amount 
of money (his suit must have cost the ^1} - infml [ME erthe, fr OE 
eorthc, akin to OHG eida earth, Gk eraze to the ground] - eartblike adj, 
earthward /-wood/ adj or adv, earthwards adv - on earth - used to 
intensify an interrogative pronoun (where on earth is it?} 

’earth vt 1 to drive (e g a fox) to hiding in its earth 2 to draw soil about 
(plants) - usu -r up 3 chiefly Br to connect electncally with earth ^ w 
of a hunted animal to hide in its lair 

'•arth,bouncl A.bownd/ a4i la restricted to the earth b heading or 
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directed towards the planet earth <a/i ^ spaceship^ 2a bound by worldly 
interests; lacking spintual quality b pcdestnan, unimaginative 
'earth .closet n a toilet in which earth is used to cover excreta 
earthen /'uhdh(a)n, -th(3)n/ adj made of earth or baked clay 
'earthen.ware /-.wca/ n ceramic ware made of slightly porous opaque 
clay fired at a low temperature - compare stoneware 
'earthjlght /-.liet/ n earthshme 

'earth, ling /-.ling/ n an inhabitant of the earth, esp as contrasted with 
inhabitants of other planets 

^'earthly Ali/ac^/ la charactensticofor belonging to this earth b relating 
to human beings' actual life on this earth; worldly 2 possible - usu + neg 
or interrog (^there is no ^ reason for such behaviour') - earthlineas n 
’earthly n a chance of success - usu + neg, infml 
'earth .mother n 1 often cap EAM the female pnnciple of fertility 2 
a woman who embodies the earth mother, esp in being generously 
proportioned and maternal 
'earth, nut /-.nut/ n the pignut 

'earth, quake /-.kwayk/ n a (repeated) usu violent earth tremor caused 
by volcanic action or processes within the earth's crust "3^ geogrA' 

PHY 

.earth 'science n any of the sciences (e g geology) that deal with ( 1 or 
more parts oO the earth 

'earth, shaking /-.shayking/ adj having tremendous importance or a 
widespread often violent effect - chiefly infml 
'earth.shine /-.shien/ n sunlight reflected by the earth and illuminating 
the dark part of the moon 

'earth.work /-.wuhk/ n (the construction oQ an embankment, field 
fortification, cli. made of earth 

'earth.worm /-.wuhrn/ n any of numerous widely distributed her- 
maphroditic worms that live in the soil 
earthy /uhthi/ adj 1 consisting of, resembling, or suggesting earth <an 
^ flavour) 2 crude, coarse humour) - earthily adv, earthine!» n 
earwig /'la.wig/ n any of numerous insects that have slender 
many-jointed antennae and a pair of appendages resembling forceps [ME 
erwigge, fr OE earwiega, fr care ear \ wiega insect - more at vetch] 
'ease /eez/ n 1 being comfortable e g a freedom from pain, discomfort, 
or anxiety b freedom from labour or difficulty c freedom from embar- 
rassment or constraint, naturalness 2 facility, efTortlcssncss 3 casing or 
being cased [ME ese, fr OF aise convenience, comfort, fr L adjacent-, 
adjacens neighbourhood, fr neut of prp of adjacere to lie near ~ more at 
adjacent] - eascfiil adj, casefully adv - at ease 1 free from pain or 
discomfort 2 free from restraint or formality (he’s quite at his ease in any 
kind of company) 3 standing with the feet apart and usu 1 or both hands 
behind the body - used esp as a military command 
’ease vt 1 to free from sthg that pains, disquiets, or burdens - f o/ 2 to 
alleviate 3 to lessen the pressure or tension of. esp by slackening, lifting, 
or shifting 4 to make less difficult 5 to manoeuvre gently or carefully in 
a specified way <^d rbe heavy block into pa^ution) A to put the helm of 
(a ship) towards the lee ^ V7 1 to decrease in activity, intensity, or severity 
- often ^ off or up {the ram is easing off) 2 to manoeuvre oneself gently 
or carefully <~d through a hole in the fence) 
eaaal /'eezi/ n a frame for supporting sthg (e g an artist's canvas) [D ezel 
ass; akin to OE esol ass; both fr a prehistoric EGmc-WGmc word 
borrowed fr L asinus ass] 

'aaaament /-mam/ n 1 an act or means of easing or relieving 2 a right 
to the limited use (e g for access) of another person's ground or prop- 
erty 

aaaily /'eezali/ adv 1 without difficulty {my car will do a hundred > 
2 without doubt; by far the best) 

'east /eest/ adj or adv towards, at, belonging to. or coming from the cast 
{a biting wind) {we headed > [ME est, fr OE east, akin to OHG 
ostar to the east, L aurora dawn, Gk eos, heos] 

’east n 1 (the compass point corresponding to) the direction 90’ to the 
nght of north that is the general direction of sunnsc 2a often cap regions 
or countries lying to the east of a specified or implied point of onentation 
b cap regions lying to the east of Europe 3 the altar end of a church 4 
sby (e g a bndge player) occupying a position designated east - eastward 
/•wood/ adj or n, eastwards adv 

East Carribaan Dollar n (a note or com rraresenting) the basic money 
unit of certain countries in the W Indies nationai ity 
Eaatar /'eesta/ n a feast that commemorates Christ’s resurrection and is 
observed on the first Sunday after the first full moon following March 21 
[ME estre, fr OE eastre\ akin to OHG ostarun (pi) Easter; both fr the 
prehistoric WGmc name of a pagan spring festival, akin to OE east 
east] 


'Easter .egg n a (chocolate or painted and hard-boiled) egg given as a 
present and eaten at Easter 

^'easterly /-li/ adj or adv east {in an direction) {an wind) [obs 
easier (eastern)] 

’easterly n a wind from the east 

.Easter 'Monday n the Monday after Easter observed as a public 
holiday 

eastern /'ecst(d)n/ adj 1 often cap (characteristic) of a region conven- 
tionally designated east 2 east 3 Eastern, Eastern Orthodox orthodox 
2a [ME estem, fr OE easterne-, akin to OHG dstroni eastern. OE east east] 

- easternmost /-.mohsi/ adj 

Easterner /’ecst(3)n3/ n, chiefly NAm a native or inhabitant of the East, 
esp the E USA 

.eastern 'hemisphere n the half of the earth to the east of the Atlantic 
ocean including Europe, Asia, and Africa 

easting /'eesting/ n 1 distance due east m longitude from the preceding 
point of measurement 2 easterly progress 

,east-,north'east n a compass point midway between east and 
northeast 

,east-,SOUth'east n a compass point midway between east and south- 
east 

'easy /eezi/ adj 1 causing or involving little difficulty or discomfort {an 
^ problem) 2a not severe, lenient b readily prevailed on, compliant- e g 
(1) not difficult to deceive or take advantage of prey) (2) readily 
persuaded to have sexual relations - infml 3a plentiful in supply at low 
or declining interest rales < - money) b less in demand and usu lower 
in pnee {gilts were easier) 4a marked by peace and comfort {the ^ 
course of his life) b not burned or strenuous (an ^ pace) c free from 
pain, annoyance, or anxiety S marked by social ease manners) 6 not 
burdensome or straitened (bought on ^ terms) 7 marked by ready 
facility and freedom from constraint (an flowing style) 8 chiefly Br 
not having marked preferences on a particular issue - infml [ME esy, fr 
OF aaisie, pp of aaisier to ease, fr a- ad- (fr L ad-) ♦ aise case] - catinets 
n ~ easy on 1 lenient with {be easy on the boy) 2 attractive to <casy on 
the eyes) 

’easy adv l easily {promises come ^) 2 without undue speed or 
excitement, slowly, cautiously {taken ^ ) - easy on 1 ieniently with (go 
easy on the boy) 2 not too lavishly with {go easy on the ice, bar- 
tender) 

'easy .chair n a large usu upholstered armchair designed for comfort and 
relaxation 

.easy'going /-'goh mg/ adj taking life easily c g a placid and tolerant 
b indolent and careless ~ easygoingness n 
'easy .street n a position of affluence - often + on, infml 
eat /ect/ vb ate /cl, ayt/, eaten /'ect(3)n/ vt 1 to lake in through the 
mouth and swallow as food 2 to consume gradually, corrode {the acid 
has -en away the battery terminals) 3 to vex. bother - infml {what’s 
-^ing you"^ VI to lake food or a meal [ME elen, fr OE etan; akin to 
OHG ezzan to eal, L edere, Gk edmenai] - eatable adj, eater n - eat 
humble pie to apologize or retract under pressure [humble pie alter, of 
umble pie, fr umbles] - eat one’s heart out lo gneve bitterly, esp for sthg 
desired but unobtainable - eat one’s words to retract what one has said 
- eat out of someone’s hand to accept sby's domination 
eatables /'eetoblz/ n pi food 
eat out V/ to eat away from home, esp in a restaurant 
eats /eets/ r, pi food - infml [ME er. fr OE xt; akin to OE etan to 
eat] 

eat up vt la to consume completely or very rapidly <eat up your greens 
like a good boy) b to absorb, preoccupy - often pass <eaten up by vanity) 
2 to show avid interest in or enjoyment of (the press ate up the explorers’ 
story) ~ infml 

eau de cologne /,oh da ka'lohn/ n, pi eaux de cologne /^/ toilet 
watfr [F, lit , Cologne water, fr Cologne, city in Germany] 
.eau-de-'nil /"neel/ n or adj (a) pale slightly bluish green [F, lit., Nile 
water, fr the Nile, river in Afnca] 

,eau-de*'vie /'vee/ n, pi eaux-de-vie /*«/ brandy [F, lit., water of life, 
trans of ML aqua vitae] 

eaves /eevz/ n pi the lower border of a roof that overhangs the wall 
ARCHi TECTDRE [ME cvcs (sing ), fr OE efcs; akin to OHG obasa portico. 
OE up up - more at up] 

eavesdrop /'eevz.drop/ vi to listen secretly to what is said in pnvate 
[prob back-formation fr eavesdropper, lit , one standing under the drip 
from the eaves] > eareadropper a 

*ebb /eb/, 'ebb .tide n 1 the flowing out of the tide towards the sea 2 a 
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point or condition of decline (relations were at alow (ME ebbe, fr 
OE eWw, akin to MD ebbe ebb. OE of from - more at of] 

*ebb VI \ of tidal water to recede from the flood state 2 to decline from 
a higher to a lower level or from a better to a worse state 
tbonit« /'ebaniet/ n a hard black vulcanized rubber [arch ebon (ebony) 
+ -ifej 

*ebony /'ebani/ n (any of vanous tropical trees that yield) a hard heavy 
black wood (prob fr LL hebemnus of ebony, fr Gk ebentnos, fr ebenos 
ebony, fr Egypt hbnj] 

’•bony adj 1 made of or resembling ebony 2 black, dark - usu apprec 
•bullience /i'buli ans. -yans/, ebulliency Asi/ n the quality of being full 
of liveliness and enthusiasm; exuberance 
ebullient /I'buli-ant, -yant/ adj 1 boiling, agitated 2 characterized by 
ebullience [L ebullient-, ebulliens, prp of ebullire to bubble out, fr e* * 
bullire to bubble, boil - more at ^boil] - ebulliently adv 
ebullition /.eba'li$h(a)n/ n 1 the act, process, or state of boiling or 
bubbling up 2 a sudden violent outburst or display - fml 
•C-, eco- comb form 1 habitat; environment (ecospccies} (ecophystologyy 
2 ecological (ecosystemy [LL oeco- household, fr Gk otk-, otko-, fr otkos 
house - more at vicinity] 

'eccentric /ik'sentnk/ 1 not having the same centre spheresy 2 
deviating from established convention, odd behavioury 3a deviating 
from a circular path (an orbity b located elsewhere than at the 
geometrical centre, also having the axis or support so located (an ^ 
wbeefy [ML eccentneus, fr Gk ekkentros, fr ex out of + kentron centre] 

- eccentrically adv 

’eccentric n 1 a mechanical device using eccentncally mounted parts to 
transform circular into reciprocating motion 2 an eccentric person 
eccentricity /.eksen'tnsati/ n 1 being eccentnc 2 a number that for a 
given conic section is the ratio of the distances from any point on the curve 
to the focus and the directrix 

eccleni- /ikJeezi-/, ecclesio> comb form church (ecclesiographyy [ME 
ecc/e»’', fr LL ecclesia, fr Gk ekklesia assembly of citizens, church, fr 
ekkaiein to call forth, summon, fr ex- + kalein to call] 

Ecclesiastes /i.kleezi'asteez/ n an Old Testament book asenbed to 
Solomon [Gk Ekklesiastes, lit., preacher (trans of Heb Qoheleth), fr 
ekklesiastes member of an assembly] 
ecclesiastic /i.kleezi'astik/ n a clergyman 

ecclesiastical /ijdeczia'astikl/ adj 1 of a church, esp as a formal and 
established institution /aw> 2 suitable for Use in a church 
vestmentsy [ME, fr LL ecclesiasticus, fr LGk ekklesiastikos, fr Gk, of an 
assembly of citizens, fr ekklaiastcs member of an assembly, fr ekkl^a] 

- eecleaiaiCically adv 

•cclesiasticism /i.kleezi'astisiz(9)m/ii excessive attachment to ecclesi- 
astical forms and practices 

Ecclesiasticus /i.kleezi'astikus/ n a didactic book of the Protestant 
Apocrypha included in the Roman Catholic Old Testament [LL, fr 
ecclesiasticus ecclesiastic] 

•CClesiology /ijcleezi'obji/ n 1 the study of church architecture and 
ornament 2 theological doctrine relating to the church - eccleaiological 
/-zi-a'lojikl/ adj 

•cdysis Akdisis/ n, pi cedyses /-.seez/ the moulting or shedding of an 
outer layer (e g in insects and crustaceans) [NL, fr Gk ekdysis act of 
getting out] 

'echelon Aeshalon, 'ay-/ n 1 an arrangement of units (e g of troops or 
ships) resembling a series of steps 2 a particular division of a headquarters 
or supply organization in warfare 3 any of a series of levels or grades (e g 
of authority or responsibility) in some organized field of activity [F 
echelon, lit., rung of a ladder, dim. of 6chelle ladder] 

’echelon vt to form or arrange in an echelon 
•chldne /ilddna/ n, pi echMiias, ecUdnae /-ni/ an egg-laying 
spiny-coated toothless burrowing nocturnal mammal of Australia, Tas- 
mania, and New Guinea that feeds chiefly on ants [NL, fr L, viper, 
fr Gk] 

•chin- /ikien-/, echino- comb form 1 prickle (echinodenm) 2 sea urchin 
<echinfee> [L, fr Gk, fr echinos sea urchin] 

echinoderm /i'kienoh,duhm/ n any of a phylum of radially symmetrical 
marine animals consisting of the sta^ishes, sea urchins, and related forms 
(NL Echinodermata, phylum name, fr echin- 4 -dermata (fr Gk derma 
skin)) - echfoodermatoM /-'duhmatas/ adj 
•chinold /iluenoyd, e'kinoyd/ n sf.a urchin 
eohIniM /i'kienas/ o, pi echial Anie/ 1 sea urchin 2 a convex 
moulding beneath the abacus of a classical capital architecture 
[ME, fr L, fr Gk echiaos hedgehog, sea urchin, architectural echinus] 
'•Oho /'ekoh/ n, pi aehoea la the repetition of a sound Abused by the 


reflection of sound waves b the repeated sound due to such reflection 2 
sby or sthg that repeats or imitates another (his opinions were just an ~ 
of his superiors^ 3 a repercussion, result 4 a soft repetition of a musical 
phrase Sa the reflection by an object of transmitted radar signals b a blip 
[ME ecco, fr MF & L, MF echo, fr L, fr Gk ecAd; akin to L vagire to wail, 
Gk eche sound] - echoey adj 

’echo VI 1 to resound with echoes 2 to produce an echo ^vt 1 to repeat, 
imitate 2 to send back or repeat (a sound) as an echo 
Echo - a communications code word for the letter c 
'echo .chamber n a room with sound-reflecting walls used for making 
acoustic measurements and for producing echoing sound eflects, esp in 
radio broadcasting 

echoic /e'koh ik/ adj 1 of an echo 2 onomatopoeic - echolsm 
/’ekoh,iz(3)m/ n 

echolalia /.ekoh'layli-a, -lya/ n the pathological echoing of what is said 
by other people that is usu a symptom of mental disorder [NL] - echolallc 
/-'laylik, -'ialik/ adj 

echolocation /'ekohlohkaysh(3)n/ n the location of distant or invisible 
objects by means of sound waves reflected back to the sender (e g a bat 
or submarine) by the objects 

'echo .sounder n an instrument that uses acoustic echolocation to 
determine the depth of a body of water 
‘echo, virus /-.vie-aras/ n any of a group of viruses found in the gastro- 
intestinal tract and sometimes a.ssociatcd with respiratory ailments and 
meningitis [enteric cytopathogenic human orphan * virus] 

^lair /I'klep, ay-/ n a small light oblong cake of choux pastry that is split 
and filled with cream and usu topped with (chocolate) icing [F, lit , 
lightning] 

eclampsia /I'kiampsi a/ n an attack of convulsions during pregnancy or 
childbirth [NL, fr Gk eklampsis sudden flashing, fr eklampein to shine 
forth, fr ex out + lampein to shine] - eclamptic /-tik/ adj 
6clat /ay'klah {Fr ekla)/ n 1 ostentatious display 2 brilliant or conspicu- 
ous success 3 acclaim, applause [F, splinter, burst, ostentation] 
'eclectic /e'klektik, i-/ adj 1 selecting or using elements from vanous 
* doctnnes, methods, or styles 2 composed of elements drawn from various 
sources [Gk eklektikm, fr eklegein to select, fmear out + legem to gather 
- more at ex-, lf-oend] -• eclectically adv, eclecticism /-ti,siz(a)m/ n 
’eclectic n one who uses an eclectic method or approach 
'eclipse /fklips/ n la the total or partial obscuring of one celestial body 
by another b passage into the shadow of a celestial body ~ compare 
occultai ion, transit 2 a falling into obscunty or decay, a decline 3 
the state of being in eclipse plumage (a mallard in ^y [ME, fr OF, fr 
L echpsts, fr Gk ekleipsis, fr ekieipein to omit, fail, suffer eclipse, fr ex v 
leipein to leave - more at loan] 

’eclipse vt to cause an eclipse of eg a to obscure, darken b to 
surpass 

e'clipee .plumage n comparatively dull plumage that occurs seasonally 
in ducks or other birds which adopt a distinct nuptial plumage - compare 
NUPTIAL PLUMAGE 

'ecliptic /I'kliptik/ n 1 the plane of the earth’s orbit extended to meet the 
celestial sphere 2 a great circle drawn on a terrestnal globe making an 
angle of about 23 * 27 ' with the equator and used for illustrating and 
solving astronomical problems [ME ecliptik, fr LL ecliptics linea, lit., line 
of eclipses] 

’ecliptic adj of the ecliptic or an eclipse 

eclogue /’ek.log/ n a short poem; esp a pastoral dialogue [ME eclog, fr 
L Eclogae, title of pastoral poems by VergQ tl^ bc Roman poet, lit , 
selections, pi of ecloga, fr Gk ekioge, fr ekidgetn to select] 
ecloeion /c’klozh(a)n/ n the emergence of at insect from the pupal case 
or of a larva from the egg [F Mosion, fr ^ore to hatch] 
ecology /ilcobji, ee-/ n (a science concerned with) the interrelationship 
of living organisms and their environments^ [G okologie, fr bk- ec- + 
-logic -logy] - ecological /.eeko'lojikl, ek-/ a($, ecologically adv, ecologist 
/iTto-, ee-/ n 

econoflnetrlce /i,kon9'metriks/ n pi but sing in constr the application 
of statistical methods to the study of economic data and problems [blend 
of econdmics and metric] - econometric adj, economctrically adv, econo- 
metrician Anio'trish(a)n/ n, econometriat /-'metrist/ n 
economic /eko'nomik, .ee-/ adj 1 of economics 2 of or based on the 
production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services 3 of an 
economy 4 having practical or industrial significance or uses; affecting 
material resources pestsy S profitable - economically adv 
economical /.eka'nomikl, jk-/ adj thrifty - economically adv 
.aco'nomice n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 a social science concerned 
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chiefly with the production, distnbution, and consumption of goods and 
services 2 economic aspect or significance - economist /I'konamist/ n 
•conom-ize, -ise /I'kona.miez/ vi to practise economy, be frugal often 
+ on on <)//> —vf to use more economically, save <- oif) - 

economizer n 

economy /I'konami/ n 1 rhnfty and efficient use of material resources, 
frugality in expenditure, also an instance or means of economizing Qhc 
government implemented drastic economies) (bought an cconomy-wze 
packet of soap powder} (booked an ^ flight to Greece) 2 efficient and 
spanng use of nonmatenal resources (c g effort, language, or motion) 3 
the structure of economic life in a country, area, or period, specif an 
economic system [MF yconomte, fr ML oeconomia, fr Gk oikonomia, fr 
oikonomos household manager, fr oikos house ^ nemein to manage • 
more at viciniiy. nimbi f.] 

ecospecies /'eekoh,specshiz, 'ekoh-/ n, pi ecospecies a taxonomic 
species regarded as an ecological unit - ecospecific /-spa'sifik/ adj 
'eco, sphere /-.sfia/ n the parts of the universe habitable by living 
organisms, esp biosphfrf 

ecossaise /.ayko'sez, eko-/ n (the music for) a lively folk dance in duple 
time (F ecossaise, fr fern of ^'ossais Scottish, fr Ecosse Scotland] 
'eco.8ystem /-.sistam/ n a complex consisting of a community and its 
environment functioning as a reasonably self-sustaining ecological unit in 
nature i txjo 

ecotype /'ceka.liep, 'cka-/ n a group equivalent to a taxonomic subspecies 
and maintained as a distinct population by ecological and geographical 
factors - ecotypic /-'tipik/ ndj, ccotypicaily adv 
ecru /'aykrooh, *ck-, adj or n (oQ a pale fawn colour [F ecru 
unblcach^D, Ir Oh csci u, fr es- completely (fr L ex-) + cru raw, fr I. crudus 
- more at raw] 

ecstasy /'ckstasi/ /» I a state of very strong feeling, esp of joy or 
happiness 2 a (mystic or prophetic) trance (ME extasie, fr MF. fr LL 
ecsiasis, fr Gk ekstasis, fr existanai to derange, fr ex out histanai to 
cause to stand - more at fx si and] 

ecstatic /ik'statik, ek-/ adj subject to. causing, or in a state of ecstasy 
[ML ecstaticus, fr Gk ekstatikos, fr existanai] - ecstatic n, ecstatically 
adv 

ect- /ekt-/, ecto- comb form outside, external ( ectopic) (ectoderm) - 
compare fnd- 1. rxo- 1 [NL, fr Gk ckto-, fr ekios, fr ex out - more 
at 1 X-] 

ectoblast /’cktoh.blast/ n the epiblast [ISV] - ectoblastic /-*blastik/ 
adj 

'ecto.derm /-.duhm/ n 1 the outer cellular membrane o( an animal 
having only 2 germ layers in the embryo (e g a jellyfish) 2 (a tissue derived 
from) the outermost of the 3 primary germ layers of an embryo (ISV ect- 
+ Gk derma skin - more at dfrm-] - ectodermal /-'duhml/, ectodermic 
/-mik/ adj 

ectogenous /ek'tojmas/, ectogenic /.ekta'jcnik/ adf, esp of pathogenic 
bactena capable of development apart from the host 
ectomorph /'ekta.mawf/ n an ectomorphic person (ectoderm ^ 
-morph] 

.ecto'morphic /-'mawfik/ adj having a light slender body build [ecto- 
derm ^ -morphic, fr the predominance in such types of structures devel- 
oped from the ectoderm] 

-OCtomy /-'ektami/ comb form ( - n) surgical removal of <^astrectomy> 
[NL -ectomia, fr Gk ektemnein to cut out, fr ex out * temnein to cut - 
more at fx-, iomk] 

ectoparasite /.ektoh'parasiet/ n a parasite that lives on the extenor of 
Its host ~ compare fndoparasiif [ISV] - ectoparasitic /-sc.k/ adj 
ectopic /ek'topik/ adj occurring in an abnormal position or in an unusual 
manner or form < heartbeat) ( -- pregnancy) (Gk ektopos out of place, 
fr ex- out ^ topos place - more at ex-, iopil] - ectopically adv 
ectoplasm Akt3,plaz(a)m, 'ektoh-/ n 1 the outer relatively ngid gran- 
ule-free layer of the cytoplasm of a cell - compare endoplasm 2 a 
substance supposed to emanate from a spmtualist medium in a state of 
trance - ectoplasmic /.ekta'plazmik, , ektoh-/ adj 
ecumenical also oecumeniesl /.ekyoo'menikl, ,eek-/ adj 1 of or rep- 
resenting the whole of a body of churches (an - council) 2 promoting 
or tending towards worldwide Chnstian unity or cooperation dis- 
cussions) [LL oecumenicus worldwide, fr LGk oikoumenikos, fr Gk 
oikoumene the inhabited world, fr fern of oikoumenos, prp passive of 
oikein to inhabit, fr oikos house - more at vicinii y] - ecumenicalism n. 
ecumenically adv, ecumeniam /e'kyoohm3,niz(a)m/ n, ecumenist n 
eczema /'eks(i)ma/ n an inflammatory condition of the skin character- 
ized by itching and oozing blisters [NL, fr Gk ekzema, fr ekzetn to erupt. 


fr ex out i zein to boil -- more at ex-, ylast] - eczematous /ek'sematas/ 
adj 

'-ed /-d after vowels and m,n.ng,v,z,zhj,dh,r,l,b,g, -id after d,t, -t after all 
others Exceptions arc given at their own entry/ suffix 1 - used to form 
the past participle of regular weak verbs that end in a consonant 
(ended > (dropp^), a vowel other than e (haloed), or a final y that 
changes to i(cned), compare '-D 1 2a having, charactenzed by, provided 
with <jx)lo-necked) (2-legged) b wearing; dressed in 
(bowler-hatted) (jodhpured) c having the charactenstics of (bigoted) 
USE (2) used to hirm adjectives from nouns that end iq a consonant, a 
vowel other than e, or a flnal y that changes to /; compare '-d 2 [ME, fr 
OE -ed, -od. -ad. akin to OHG -t, pp ending, L -tus, Gk -tos, suffix 
forming verbals] 

'-ed suffix - used to form the past tense of regular weak verbs that end in 
a consonant, a vowel other than c, or a final y that changes to i; compare 
^-D [ME -ede, -de, fr OE -de. -ede, -ode, -ade-, akin to OHG -ta, past 
ending (I sing), 8l prob to OHG -t, pp ending] 

edacious /I'dayshas/ adj voracious - fml [L edac-, edax, fr edere to eat 
more at lai] - edacity /I'dasati/ n 

Edam /'eedam/ n a yellow mild cheese of Dutch origin usu made in 
flattened balls coated with red wax [Edam, town in the Netherlands] 
edaphic /I'dafik/ adj of or influenced by the soil [Gk edaphos bottom, 
ground] ~ edaphically adv 

e.daphic 'climax n an ecological climax resulting from soil condi- 
tions 

Edda /'cdo/ n a 13lh-c collection of Old Norse mythological and heroic 
poems [ON, prob fr Edda, name of a great-grandmother in a poem] - 
Eddie adj 

'eddy /'edi/ n 1 a current of water or air running contrary to the main 
current, esp a small whirlpool 2 sthg (e g smoke or fog) moving in the 
manner of aii eddy or whirlpool [ME {$c)ydy. prob fr ON itha, akin to 
OHG ith- again, L et and] 

'eddy vb to (cause to) move in or like an eddy (the crowd eddied about 
in the marketplace) 

'eddy .current n an electnc current induced by an alternating magnetic 
field 

edelweiss /"aydliVies/ n a small perennial plant that is covered in dense 
fine white hairs and grows high in the Alps [G, fr edel noble weiss 
white] 

edema /I'decm?/ n, NAm oedema -- edematous /I'dematas/ adj 
Eden /’eedn/ n 1 the garden where, according to the account in Genesis, 
Adam and Eve lived before the Fall 2 paradise 2 [LL, fr Hcb 'l^hen] 

- Edenic /I'dcnik/ adj 

edentate /ec'dcntayt/ n or adj (a sloth, armadillo, or other mammal in 
the same order) having few or no teeth [L edentatus, pp of edentare to 
make toothless, fr e- * dent-, dens itxith - more at tooth] 
edentulous /ee'dentyoobs/ adj toothless 

'edge /ej/ n la the cutting side of a blade b the (degree oO sharpness of 
a blade c penetrating power, keenness (an -- of sarcasm in his 
voice) (took the ~ off the cnticism) 2a the line where an object or area 
begins or ends, a border >^the town stands on the of a plain) b the 

narrow part adjacent to a border, the bnnk, verge c a point that marks 
a beginning or transition, a threshold - esp in on the edge of (felt herself 
to be on the ^ of insanity) d a favourable margin, an advantage (had 
the ^ on the competition) 3 a line where 2 planes or 2 plane faces of a 
solid body meet or cross 4 the edging of a cnckct ball [ME egge, fr OE 
eeg: akin to L accr sharp, Gk akme point] - on edge anxious, nervous 
'edge vt 1 lo give or supply an edge to 2 to move or force gradually in 
a specified way < - d him off the mia<f> < ^ d her out of the leadership) 
3 to incline (a ski) sideways so that 1 edge cuts into the snow 4 to hit (a 
ball) or the bowling of (a bowler) in cnckel with the edge of the bat -- vt 
to advance cautiously (eg by short sideways steps) (the climbers -^d 
along the cliff) (the car ^ d round the comer) - edger n 
edged /ejd/ adj having a specified kind of edge, boundary, or border or 
a specified number of edges - usu in combination (rough- 
edged) (two-edged) 

'edge .tool n a tool with a sharp cutting edge 
'edgeways /-.wayz, -wiz/, edgewise /-.wiez/ adv with the edge fore- 
most; sideways 

edging /'ejing/ n sthg that forms an edge or border 

edgy /'eji/ adj tense, imtable; on edge - edgily adv, edgincss n 

edh /edh/ n an eth 

edible /'edabl/ adj fit to be eaten as food [LL edibilis, fr L edere to eat 

- more at eat] - edible n, edibiesess n, edibility /-'bibti/ n 

edict /'eedikt/ n 1 an oflicial public decree 2 the order or command of 



an authority [L edictum, fr neut of edictus, pp of edicere to decree, fr e- 
dicere to say - more at diction] - cdictal /I'diktl/ adj 
edification /,edirrkaysh( 3 )n/ n the improvement of character or the 
mind - fml [edify + -fication] - edificatory /-Ttaytfa)!!/ adj 
edifice /'edifis/ ala building; esp a large or massive structure 2 a large 
abstract structure or organization </he keystone which holds together the 
sociaJ ^ - R H Tawney) [ME, fr MF, fr L aedihaum, fr aedificare] 
edify /edi,fie/ n to instruct and improve, esp in moral and spintual 
knowledge [ME edifkn, fr MF edifier, fr LL Sc L, LL aediftcare to 
instruct or improve spiritually, fr L. to erect a house, fr aedes temple, 
house; akin to OE ad funeral pyre, L aestas summer] 
edit /'edit/ vf la to prepare an edition of <'^cd Pope's works') b to 
assemble (eg a film or tape recording) by deleting, inserting, and 
rearranging material c to alter or adapt (e g written or spoken words), esp 
to make consistent with a particular standard or purpose 2 to direct the 
publication of <^s the local newspaper) 3 to delete > usu f out - 
editable a^ 

edition /i'dish(a)n/ n la the form in which a text is published (paper^ 
back '*-) b the whole number of copies published at one time (an ^ of 
50,(W) c the issue of a newspaper or periodical for a specified time or 
place (the late ^ > (the Manchester ^ > 2 the whole number of articles 
of one style put out at one time (a limited ^ of collectors' pieces) 3 a 
copy, version (she's a friendlier ^ of her mother) [MF, fr L edition-, 
edido publication, edition, fr editus, pp of edere to bring forth, publish, 
fr e- + -dere to put or -dere (fr dare to give) - more at do. ^dateJ 
editio pr inceps /i,dishio 'pnnseps, ay,ditioh ‘pnnkeps/ n, pi editiones 
prindpea A.neez -.peez/ the first pnnted edition, esp of an ancient or 
medieval text [NL. lit , first edition] 

editor Aedita/ n 1 one who edits wntten matenai, films, etc. esp as an 
occupation 2 a person responsible for the editonal policy and content of 
a (section of a) newspaper or periodical (sports ^ > - editorship n 
'editorial /.edi'tawn-al/ adj of or wntten by an editor policy) (an ^ 
statement) - editorially adv 

*editorialn a newspaper or magazine article that gives the opinions of the 
editors or publishers 

.editorial-, ize, -ise /-, iez/ V/ 1 to express an opinion in the form of an 
editorial 2 to introduce personal opinion into an apparently objective 
report (e g by direct comment or hidden bias) > editorializer n, editorial!- 
zatioB A'zaysh(a)n/ n 

EDTA n an acid that forms a tight chemical compound with magnesium 
and potassium ions and is used esp to remove them from solutions 
[ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid] 

educate Aedyonjeayt, 'ejoo-/ vf 1 to provide schoolmg for 2 to develop 
mentally or morally, esp by instruction 3 to tram or improve (faculties, 
judgOiem, skills, etc) [ME educaten to rear, fr L educatus, pp of educare 
to rear, educate] - edneaUe adj, educative /-kativ, -.kaytiv/ adj, educa- 
tor a 

'edu,cated adj 1 havmg an education, esp one beyond the average 2a 
trained, skilled (an ^ palate) b befitting sby educated <•« conversation) 
c based on some knowledge of fact (an guess) - educatedly adv, 
edocatedncH n 

•ducation /.edyoo'kaysh(a)n, -joo-/ n 1 educating or being educated 2 
the field of study that deals with methods of teaching and learning - 
educatioual adj, educationally adv 

aducationaliat /.edyoo'ka^(a)nl ist, -joo-A educationist Aist/ n an 
educational theorist or administrator 

.adUiCational psychology n psychology concerned with human 
maturation, school learning, and evaluation of aptitude and progress by 
tests - educational psychologist n 

aduca /i'dyoohs; also ij-/ vt I to eliat, develop 2 to amve at through 
a consideration of the facts or evidence; infer USE fml [L educere to draw 
out, fr + ducere to lead - more at tow] - edncible adj, eduction 
/i'duksh(a)n/ n 

Edwardian /ed'wawdi-an, ed'wahdi-an/ adj (charoctenstic) of Edward 
VII or his age (e g in complacent security and opulence) 
aa /ee/ n, pi een /een/ Scot an eye (ME (northern), fr OE cage] 

'•aa /-ee/ suffix 1 (vr - a) one to whom (a specified action) is done 
(appointee) (trainee) 2 (a, adj, vb n) one who acts (in a specified way) 
(escapee) (absentee) [ME -e, fr MF fr -e, pp ending, fr L -a/iu] 
"•aa suffix (a a) a particular, esp small kind of (bootee) [prob alter, 
of-y] 

aal /eel/ a any of nttmerous long snakelike fishes with a smooth slimy skin 
and no pelvic fins [ME ele, fr OE tel; akin to OHG ai eel] - eeUike adj, 
Hkftdfi 


'aalgraM /-.grabs/ n a plant that has very long narrow leaves and grows 
underwater 

‘aai.pout /-,powt/ n any of various manne fishes resembling blennies 
'aal.worm /-.wuhm/ n a nematode worm, esp one living free in the soil 
or as a parasite in plants 

-aan /-een/ suffix (n - n) inferior fabric resembling (a specified fabric); 
imitation (velveteen) (prob fr ratteen (coarse woollen fabric), fr F 
rafiae] 

e'en /een/ adv even - chiefly poetic 

-eer /-la/ suffix (n - n) person engaged in (a specified occupation or 
activity) (auctioneer) (buccaneer) - often derog (profiteer) (racketeer) 
(MF -ier, fr L -anus - more at '-ary] 
e'er /ca/ adv ever - chiefly poetic 

eerie also eery Aian/ adj frighteningly strange or gloomy; weird [ME en, 
fr OE earg cowardly, wretched; akin to OHG arg cowardly, ON argrewX] 
- eerily adv, eeriness n 

off /ef/ VI, Br to say ‘fuck’ ing and sweanng) - slang [euphemism for 
fiick] - eff and blind swear 2 ^ cuph 

efface /I'fays/ vt 1 to eliminate or make indistinct (as lO by wearing 
away a surface, obliterate (coins with dates by wear) 2 to make 
(oneself) modestly or shyly inconspicuous [MF effacer, fr ex- + face] - 
effaceable adj, effacement n, effacer n 
'effect /I'fekt/ n la the result of a cause or agent b the result of purpose 
or intention (employed her knowledge to good ^ > 2 the basic meaning; 
intent - esp in to that effect 3 power to bring about a result; efficacy 4 
pi personal movable property, goods 5a a distinctive impression on the 
human senses (the use of colour produces a very sinking > b the 
creation of an often false desired impression (her tears were purely for - > 
c sthg designed to produce a distinctive or desired impression - often pi 
(special lighting s> 6 the quality or slate of being operative, operation 
(the law comes into — next week) 7 an experimental scientific phenom- 
enon named usu after its discoverer [ME, fr MF k L; MF, fr L effectus, 
fr effectus, pp of efficere to bnng about, fr ex- + facere to make, do - more 
at do] - in efftet for all practical purposes; actually although not appearing 
so - to the effect with the meaning (issued a statement to the elTect that 
he would resign) 

"effect vt 1 to bring about, often by surmountinl obstacles, accompltsh 
<<^3 settlement of a dispute) 2 to put into effect, carry out (the duty 
^ of the legislature to - the will of the citizens) 

'effective /i'fektiv/ adj la producing a decided, decisive, or desired effect 
b impressive, striking 2 ready for service or action manpower) 3 
actual, real (the ^ strength of the army) 4 being in effect, operative (the 
tax becomes ~ next year) - effectiveness n 
"effective n a soldier equipped and fit for duty 
effectively /-li/ adv for all practical purposes, in effect ['i ffective 
+ -ly] 

effector /i'fekta/ n a gland, muscle, or other bodily organ that becomes 
active in response to stimulation 

effectual /I'fektyooal, -chooal/ adj producing or able to produce a 
desired effect; adequate, effective ~ effectualness n, effectuality 
/-'abti/ n 

effectually /-li/ adv for all practical purposes; in effect [effectual 
F -ly] 

effectuate /iTektyoo,ayt, -choo-/ vf effect 2 - effectuation 
/-'aysh(a)n/ n 

effeminate /I'femmat/ adj 1 of a man having qualities usu thought of 
as feminine; not manly in appearance or manner 2 marked by an 
unbecoming delicacy or lack of vigour arf) [ME. fr L effeminatus, 
fr pp of effeminare to make effeminate, fr ex- M- femina woman - more 
. at feminine] - effeminate n, effeminacy Anad/ n 
effendi /e'fendi/ a, p/effendls a man of properi;y, authority, or education 
in an eastern Mediterranean country [Turk/ efendi master, fr NGk 
aphentes, alter, of Gk authentes - more at authentic] 
efferent Aefarant/ a^j conducting outwards fitim a part or organ; specif 
conveying nervous impulses to an effector - compare afferent [F 
efferent, fr L efferent-, efferens, prp of efferre to carry outwards, fr ex- + 
ferre to C^ny - more at 'bfj^r] - efferent n, Offerently adv 
effervee^ /gfa'ves/ vi 1 of a liquid to bubble, hiss, and foam as gas 
escapes 2 to show liveliness or exhilaration [L effkrvescere, fr ex- + 
fervescere to begin to boil, fr ferveie to boil - more at burn] - effer- 
veaccBce n, efferveacent adj, efferveacently adv 
effete /i'feet/ adj 1 worn out; exhausted 2 marked by weakness or 
decadent overrefinement (an ^ civilization) [L effetus, fr ex- + fetus 
fruitful - more at feminine] - effetdy adv, effetenaas n 
efffcacloue /.efilcayihas/ adj having the power to produce a desired 
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effect [L cfTtcac-, efTtcax, fr efTtcere] - efficacity /.efi'kasati/ n, efficacy 
/'efikasi/ /}, efficaciously adv, efficaciousness n 
efficiency /iTish(3)nsi/ n 1 the quality or degree of being efTicient 2a 
efTicient operation b the ratio of the useful energy delivered by a dynamic 
system to the energy supplied to it 

efficiency a.pertment n. NAm a small usu furnished flat with 
minimal kitchen and bath facilities; a bed-sitter 
efficient /i'fish(a)nt/ adj \ of a person able and practical, bnskly 
competent 2 productive of desired effects, esp with minimum waste '^an 
method of generating electncityy [ME, fr MF or L, MF, fr L efTicient-. 
efTiciens, fr prp of efTicere to bnng about] - cfTiciently adv 
effigy /'efaji/ n an image or representation, esp of a person, specif a crude 
figure representing a hated person [L effigies, fr effmgerc to form, fr ex- 
^ Tingere to shape -- more at ix)i)r.H] 
effloresce /.eflaw'res/ vi 1 to burst into flower 2a to change from 
crystals to a powder on exposure to air b to form or become covered with 
a powdery covering (bncks may owing to the deposition of soluble 
salts} [L efllorescere, fr ex- ^ florescere to begin to blossom more at 
florrscpncf] 

efflorescence /,eflaw'res( 3 )ns/ n l the pcnod or state of flowcnng 2 
the action, process, period, or result of developing and unfolding as if 
coming into flower, blossoming (penods of jntcliccluiil and arii\ii< 
— Julian Huxley) 3 the process or product of efflorescing chemically 
4 a redness of the skin, an eruption - efflorescent adj 
effluence /'eflotvms/ n 1 sthg that flows out 2 an action or process of 
flowing out 

'effluent /'efipo-ant/ adj flowing out, emanating ^an nver} [L 
effluent-, etfluens, prp cf eflluere to flow out, fr ex- ^ tluere to flow - more 
at huid] 

'effluent n sthg that flows out eg a an outflowing branch of a main 
stream or lake b smoke, liquid industrial refuse, sewage, etc discharged 
into the environment, esp when causing pollution 
effluvium /c'floohvi-am, -vypm/ n, pi effluvia /-vi ?/ ofien \ing in 
constr, effluviums 1 an offensive exhalation or smell (c g from rotting 
vegetation) 2 a by-product, esp in the form of waste [L, act of flowing 
out, fr efduere] 

efflux /'efluks/ n an effluence, esp of liquid or gas [I efduxus, pp of 
effluere] - effluxion /i'fluksh(3)n/ n 

effort Afat/ n 1 conscious exertion of physical or mental power 2 a 
senous attempt, a try 3 sthg produced by exertion or trying {the novel 
was his most ambitious ^ > 4 the force applied (e g to a simple machine) 
as distinguished from the force exerted against the load [MF, fr OF esfort. 
fr esforcier to force, fr ex- > forcier to force] - effortful adf, effortless adj, 
effortlessly adv, effortlessness n 

effrontery /i'frunt(3)ri/ n the quality of being shamelessly bold, insol- 
ence {the to propound three such heresies - TLS^ [F effrontenc, deriv 
of LL effront-, effrons shameless, fr L ex- ♦ front-. Irons forehead ^ more 
at brink] 

effulgence /i'fulj(p)ns/ n radiant splendour, brilliance - fml [LL 
effulgentia, fr L effulgent-, effulgens, prp of effulgere to shine forth, fr ex- 
f fulgere to shine - more at fui ulnt] effulgent adj 
'effuse /I'fyoohry vt 1 to pour out (e g a liquid) 2 to radiate, emit ^ vi 
to flow out, emanate USE{vt & vi) fml [L eff'usus, pp of effundere, fr ex- 
+ futidere to pour -- more at 'found] 

'effuse /I'fyoohs/ adj spread out flat without definite form 
lichens} 

ef fusion /i'fyoohzh(a)n/ n 1 an act of effusing 2 unrestrained expression 
of words or feelings 3 the escape of a fluid from a containing v.-sscl, also 
the fluid that escapes 

effusive /I'fyoohsiv/ adj 1 unduly emotionally demonstrative, gushing 
2 of rock charactenzed or formed by a nonexplosivc outpouring of lava 

- effusively adv, effusiveness n 

eft /eft/ n a newt [ME evete, ewte, fr OE efete] 
egad /.ee'gad, i-/ tnterj, archaic - used as a mild oath [prob euphemism 
for oh God\ 

egalitarian /i.gali'teari-an/ a4)' marked by or advocating egalitarianism 
[F egahtaire, fr 6gatite equality, fr L aequahtat-, aequalitas, fr aequahs 
equal] - egslltarlan n 

e.gali'tarian.ism /-.iz(d)m/ n a belief in or a philosophy advocating 
social, political, and economic equality among human beings 
egest /.ee'jest/ vt to nd the body of (waste matenal) [L egestus, pp of 
egerere to carry outside, discharge, fr + gerere to carry - more at casi] 

- egestton /.ce'jcsch(a)n/ n, egestlve /-stiv/ adj 

'egg /eg/ vt to incite to action - usu f on ed the mob on to not} [ME 
^ggen, fr ON eggia\ akin to OE ecg edge > more at edge] 


'egg n la the hard-shelled reproductive body produced by a bird, esp that 
produced by domestic poultry and used as a food b an animal reproduc- 
tive body consisting of an ovum together with its nutritive and jir^tcctive 
envelopes that is capable of developing into a new individual ^ ^ life 
I t c an ovum 2 sthg resembling an egg in shape 3 a person - infml, 
not now in vogue <'/ie’s a good ^ 0* [ME egge, fr ON egg: akin to OE teg 
egg, L ovum. Gk oion] 

.egg and 'dart n an architectural moulding or ornamentation consisting 
of alternate egg-shaped figures and arrowheads architlcturk 
eggar, egger /‘ega, ‘ay-/ n any of various large moths with brown bodies 
and wings [eggar alter of egger, fr ^egg *- '-er, fr the shape of its 
cocoon] 

'egg, cup /-.kup/ n a small cup without a handle used for holding a boiled 
egg 

'egg, head /-.hed/ n an intellectual, highbrow - derog or humor - 
eggheaded /.eg'hcdid, '-,-/ adj 

'egg, nog /-.nog/ n a drink consisting of eggs beaten up with sugar, milk 
or cream, and often spirits (e g rum or brandy) [e^^ ^ nog (strong ale, 
usu alcoholic drink containing egg and milk), of unknown ongin] 
'®99.pl®nt /-.plahnt/ n a widely cultivated plant of the nightshade family. 
also, chiefly NAm its fruit, the aubergine [fr the shape of the fruit] 
’'egg.shell /-,shel/ n the hard extenor covenng of an egg 
''egg, shell adj 1 esp of china thin and fragile 2 esp of paint having a slight 
sheen 

'egg .timer n an instrument like a small hourglass that runs for about 
3 minutes and is used for timing the boiling of eggs 
'egg .tooth n a prominence on the beak or nt>;e of an unhatched bird or 
reptile that is used to break through the eggshell 
egis /'eejis/ n an aegis 

eglantine /'egbntien, -teen/ n sweetbrier [ME eglentyn, fr MF aiglent, 
fr (assumed) \Laculentum, fi L acus ncc*dle, akin to L acer sharp -- more 
at 1 Df'.F] 

ego /'cegoh, 'egoh/ n. pi egos I the self, esp as contrasted with another 
self or the world 2 self rsii em 1 3 the one of the 3 divisions of the 
mind in psychoanalytic theory that serves as the organized conscious 
mediator between the person and reality, esp in the perception of and 
adaptation to reality compare in, siipfrfgo [NL, fr L, I - more 
at i] 

.ego'centric /-'sentnk/ adj limited in outlook or concern to one’s own 
activities or needs, self-centred, .selfish - egocentric n, egocentrically ads, 
egoccntricity /-sen’trisDti/ n, egocentrism /-'scntnz(3)m/ n 
.ego I deal n the positive standards, ideals, and ambitions that form a 
pervo' ^ conscious goals 

'ego, ism /-,iz(;>)m/ n 1 (conduct based on) a diKtnne that individual 
self-interest is or should be the foundation of morality 2 egotism 
'egoist /-ist/ n 1 a believer in egoism 2 an egocentnc or egotistic person 
- egoistic /-'istik/ also egoistical adj. egoistically adv 
.ego'mania /-'maynya, -mo/ n the quality or state of being extremely 
egocentnc egomaniac n 

egotism /'ecg3,tiz(?)ni. 'egp-/ n 1 the practice of talking about oneself 
too much 2 an extreme sense of self importance [L ego E -tism (as in 
idiotism)] - egotist n, egotistic /-'tistic/, egotistical adj, egotistically 
adv 

'ego .trip n an act or senes of acts that selfishly enhances and satisfies 
one’s ego - infml - ego-trip vi, ego-tripper n 

egregious /i'greej(y)3s/ adj conspicuously or shockingly bad, flagrant 
{an - mistake; - fml [L egregius extraordinary, distingushed, fr e- 
greg-. grex herd - more at c.rlcmrious] - egregiously adv, egregiovs- 
ness n 

egress /’eegres/ n 1 going or coming out, specif the emergence of a 
celestial object from eclipse, transit, or occultation 2 a place or means of 
going out; an exit - fml [L egressus, fr egressus, pp of egredi to go out. 
fr e- f gradi to go - more at c.radf] - egress vt, egression 
/ee’grcsh(3)n/ n 

egret /'cegnt, -gret/ n any of vanous herons that bear long plumes during 
the breeding season [ME. fr MF aigrette, fr OProv aigreta, of Gmc ongin, 
akin to OHG heigaro heron] 

'Egyptian /ee'jipsh(a)n/ adj (charactenstic) of Egypt 
'Egyptian n 1 a native or inhabitant of Egypt 2 the Afro-Asiatic 
language of the ancient Egyptians to about the 3rd c ad 

AIPHABHI 

Egypto- comb form Egypt (Egyptology} [prob fr F Egypto-, fr Gk 
Aigypto-, fr Aigyptos Egypt, country of NE Africa] 

Egyptology /.eejip'tobji/ n the study of Egyptian antiquities - Egyptol- 
ogist n 
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•h /ay/ intetj - used to ask for confirmation or to express inquiry 
[MEey] 

eider Aedo/ n 1 eider duck 2 eiderdown 1 
'eiderdown /-.down/ n 1 the down of the eider duck 2 a thick warm 
quilt filled with eiderdown or other insulating matenal [prob fr G 
etderdavncy fr loel attharduniiy fr sethur f dunn down] 

'eider .duck n any of several large northern sea ducks having fine soft 
down [eider fr D, O, or Sw, fr IceLxthur, fr ON tcthr] 
eidetic /ie'detik/ marked by or involving extraordinanly accurate 
and vivid recall of visual images <ai) ^ memory) [Gk eidetikos of a form, 
fr ados form] - cidetlcally adv 

eidolon /ie'dohlon/ n, pi eidoloas, eidola /-b/ 1 a phantom, image 2 
an ideal or idealized figure [Gk addlon - more at iDoi ] 
eigenvalue Aeg(a)avalyooh/ n the scalar value by which an eigenvec- 
tor IS multiplied under its linear transformation [part trans of G eigen- 
weri, fr eigen own, peculiar, characteristic (fr OHG eigan) <■ wert value 
- more at own] 

'eigen, vector /-.vekta/ n a nonzero vector that under a given linear 
transformation becomes a scalar multiple of itself [ISV eigen- (fr G eigen) 
+ vector] 

eight /ayt/n number 2 the eighth in a set or senes 3 sthg having 

8 parts or members or a denomination of 8; esp (the crew oO an 8-person 
racing boat [ME eighte, fr eighte, adj, fr OE eahta\ akin to OHG ahto 
eight, L octo, Gk oktd] - eight adj or pron, eightfold adj or adv 
eighteen /^y'teen/ n number [ME eightetene, adj, fr OE eah- 
tatienc, akin to OE tien ten] - eighteen adj or pron, eighteenth adj 
or a 

.eigh'teenmo /-moh/ n, pi eightcenmos the size of a piece of paper cut 
18 from a sheet, also a book, a page, or paper of this size 
eighth /ayt-th/ n number - eighth adj or adv 
eighth note n, NAm a quaver 
'eightsome reel /-s(a)m/ n a Scottish reel for 8 dancers 
'Eights .Week n the penod in June dunng which boat races are held 
betweea the colleges of Oxford university and college balls take place - 
compare may week 3] 

eighty Ayti/ n 1 number 2 pi the numbers 80 to 89, specif a 
range of temperatures, ages, or dates within a century charactenzed by 
those numbers [ME eighty, adj, fr OE eahtatig, short for hundeahtatig, 
n. group of eighty, fr hand hundred -v eahta eight 4- -tig group of ten; akin 
to OE tien ten] - eightieth /-ti-ith/ adj or n, eighty a(fj or pron, eightyfoid 
/-/ohld/ adj or adv 

einkorn Aen.kawn/ n a I -grained type of wheat [G, fr OHG, fr an one 
4 kom gram - more at one, corn] 

Eineteinien /.len'stiem an/ adj of Albert Einstein or his theories 
•insteinium /.ien'stieni'am/ n a radioactive element produced arti- 
ficially PERIODIC table [NL, fr Albert Einstein ti955 US (Ger- 
man-tom) physicist & mathematician] 

•isteddf^ /ie'stedhvod/ n, pi eisteddfods, eisteddfodau /-.die/ a 
Welsh-language competitive festival of the arts, esp music and poetry [W, 
lit., session, fr eistedd to sit + bod being] - eisteddfodk /.eistedh'vodik/ 
adj 

'either Aedha, 'ee-/ adj 1 being the one and the other of 2 (.flowers 
blooming on ^ side of the pathj 2 being the one or the other of 2 (take 
^ road> [ME, fr OE xghwsether both, each, fr a always + ge-, collective 
prefix -4 hwtether which of two, whether - more at 'aye, co-] 

’either pron the one or the other (could be happy with of themy (don’t 

want ^ 

’either conj - used before 2 or more sentence elements of the same class 
or function joined usu by or to indicate that what immediately follows is 
the first of 2 or more alternatives <->- sink or swim} (^ coffee, tea, or 
whisky} 

Either adv for that matter, likewise - used for emphasis after a negative 
or implied negation (not wise or handsome ^ ></ can’t swim, ^ > 
,either-'or adj or n (involving) an unavoidable choice between only 2 
possibilities 

'ejaculate /i'jakyoo,layt/ vr 1 to eject from a living body; speaf to eject 
(semen) in orgasm 2 to utter suddenly and vehemently - fml [L 
ejaculatas, pp of ejaculari to throw out, fr e- + jaculari to throw, fr 
jaculum dart, fr jacere to throw > more at 'jet] ~ ejaralation Alayshfajn/ 
n, qjaailatory /i'jakyoobtn, ijakyoolaytan/ adj 
’ejaculate /i'jakyoobt/ n the semen released by a single ejaculation 
eject /i'jekt/ vr 1 to drive out, esp by physical force (the hecklers were 
'«cd> 2 to evict from property ^ vi to escape from an aircraft by using 
the qector seat [ME e^fen, fr L e/ecrtis, pp of eicere, fr e- -e jacere] - 
c^Ntable adj, qJeetioB Ath(3)n/ n, ejectivc Ativ/ adj, ej^or n 


ejecta /i'jekta/ n pi but sing or pi in constr material thrown out (e g from 
a volcano) [NL. fr L, neut pi of ejectus] 

e'jector .seat » an emergency escape seat that propels an occupant out 
and away from an aircraft by means of an explosive charge 
eka- /eka-, ayka-/ comb form standing or assumed to stand next in order 
beyond (a specified element) in the same family of the periodic table - in 
names of chemical elements when not yet discover^ or synthesized 
(ekasilicon (now called germanium)} (ekatantalum} [Skt eka one - more 
at one] 

.eke ‘out /eek/ vt la to make up for the deficiencies of; supplement <eked 
out his income by getting a second job} b to make (a supply) last by 
economy 2 to make (e g a living) by laborious or precarious means [eke 
(to increase), fr ME eken, fr OE iecan, ecan-, akin to OHG ouhhon to add, 
L augere to increase, Gk auxein] 

ekistlcs /I'kistiks/ n pi but sing in constr a science dealing with human 
settlements and their evolution [NGk oikistike, fr fern of oikistikos 
relating to settlement, fr Gk, fr oikizem to settle, colonize, fr oikos house 

- more at vicinity] -^kistic adj 

ekuele /e'kwclay/ n Equatonal Guinea at nationality [native 
name in Equatonal Guinea] 

•1 /el/ n, NAm an elevated railway 

'elaborate /riab(3)rat/ adj 1 planned or carried out with great care and 
attention to detail <- preparations} 2 marked by complexity, wealth of 
detail, or ornateness; mtneate (a highly — coiffure} [L elaboratus, fr pp 
of elaborare to work out, acquire by labour, fr e- + laborare to work - 
more at i aboratory] - elaborately adv, elaborateness n 
’elaborate /i'lab3,rayt/ vt 1 to build up (complex organic compounds) 
from simple ingredients 2 to work out in detail; develop vi to go into 
detail, add further information (need / — '')- often on (urged him to 

- on his scheme} ~ elaboration /-‘raysh(3)n/ n, elaborative /I'lab- 
(a)rativ/ adj 

blan /ay'lonh, -'Ian (Fr eld)/ n vigorous spint or enthusiasm, verve [F, 
fr MF esian rush, fr (s‘)eslancer to rush, fr ex- ♦ lancer to hurl - more 
at 'lance] 

eland Zeeland/ n either of 2 large Afncan antelopes [Afnk, elk, fr D, fr 
* obs G elend, fr Lilh elms, akin to OHG elaho elk - more at llk] 

,6tan vl’tal /vee'tal (Fr vital)/ n a vital force oi^creative urge, esp in the 
philosophy of Bergson [F] 

elapse /flaps/ vi, of a penod of time to pass by (4 years ^ d before he 
returned} [L elapsus, pp of elabi, fr e- 4 labi to slip, slide - more at 
SI fee] 

elasmobranch /i'lasma.brangk. I'Iaz-/ n cartilaginous i ish 1 (denv 
of Gk clasmos metal plate (fr elaunein) 4 L branchia gill] 

'elastic /I'lastik, I'lah-/ adj la of a solid capable of recovenng size and 
shape after deformation b of a gas capable of indefinite expansion 2 
buoyant, resilient 3 capable of being easily stretched or expanded and 
resuming its former shape 4 capable of ready change; flexible, adaptable 
(an conscience} ('^ rules} (-^ demand for goods} [NL elasticus, fr 
LGk elastos ductile, beaten, fr Gk elaunein to dnve, beat out; akin to Olr 
luid he went] - elaatically adv, elasticity /i,la'stisati, ,ela'sti.sati/ n, 
elasticize /i'Iasti.siez/ vt 

’elastic n 1 an elastic fabne usu made of yams containing rubber 2 easily 
stretched rubber, usu prepared in cords, stnngs, or bands 
elasticated /I'lasti.kaytid/ adj 1 of fabne made stretchy by the insertion 
or interweaving of elastic 2 elasticized 
e.lastic 'band n, Br rubber band 

elastin /I'lastin/ n a protein similar to collagen that is the chief compo- 
nent of elastic fibres of connective tissue [ISV, fr NL e/asricus] 
elastomer /I'lastama/ n any of various elastic substances resembling 
rubber (polyvinyl -- s) [elastic + -o- 4 Gk merps part - more at merit] 

- elastomeric /-'menk/ adj 

Elastoplast /i'last9.plahst/ trademark - used for an clastic adhesive 
plaster 

elate /I'layt/ vt to fill with joy or pride; put in High spints [L elatus (pp 
of efferre to carry out, elevate), fr e- + latus, pp of ferre to carry - more 
at TOLERATE, 'bear] - cUted adj, elatedly adv« elation Ash(a)n/ n 
elater ZrJou/ n click beetle [NL, genus of beetles, fr Gk elater driver, 
fr elaunan] 

'E .layer n a layer of the ionosphere occurring at about 95km (about 60mi) 
above the earth's surface that is capable of reflecting radio waves 
'elbow Zeltoh/ n la the joint between the human forearm and upper arm 
b a corresponding joint in the forehmb of a vertebrate animal 2 an 
elbow-like pipe fitting 3 the part of a garment that covers the elbow [ME 
elbowe, fr OE elboga-, akin to OHG elinbogo elbow; both fr a prehistonc 
NGme-WGme compound whose constituents are akin to OE eln ell k OE 
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boga bow - more at ell, 'bow] - out at elbows 1 shabbily dressed 2 prx)R 

1 - up to the elbows in/with busily engaged in 

’elbow vr 1 to push or shove aside (as lO with the elbow; jostle < ^ ed him 
out of the way) 2 to force (e g one’s way) rudely or roughly (as iO by 
pushing with the elbow <~ed his way into the best circles} -^vi to 
advance by elbowing one’s way 
'elbow .grease n hard physical effort ~ infml 
'elbowroom /-.roohm, -room/ n adequate space or scope for movement, 
work, or operation 

'elder /'elda/ n any of several shrubs or small trees of the honeysuckle 
family [ME eldre, fr OE etlxm, prob akin to OE alor alder - more at 
Ai der] 

’elder adj of earlier birth or greater age, esp than another related person 
or thing (his brother} [ME, fr OE leldra, compar of eald old] 
’elder n 1 one who is older, a senior (the child trying to please his -- s> 

2 one having authonty by virtue of age and expenence (the village ^s} 

3 an ofTicial of the early church or of a Presbytenan congregation 
eldership n 

'elderberry /-b(a)n, -.ben/ n (the edible black or red berry oO an 
elder 

'elderly Ah/ adj rather old - clderliness n 

.elder 'statesman n an eminent senior or retired member of a group 
whose advice is often sought unofTicially 
eldest /eldist/ adj of the greatest age or seniority, oldest 
'eldest .hand n the card player who first receives cards m the deal 
El Dorado /,el da'rahdoh, do'rah-/ n a place of fabulous wealth, abun- 
dance. or opportunity [Sp, lit , the gilded one] 

Eleatic /.cli'ai'ik/ n nr adj (a member) of a school of Greek philosophers 
founded by Parmenides and continued by Zeno that stressed unity of 
being and denied the existence of change |ad) L Eleaticus, fr Gk 
Eleatikos, fr Elea (Velia), ancient town in S Italy, n fr adj] - Elesticism 
/-ti,si7(9)m/ n 

elecampane /.elikam'payn/ n a large coarse European composite plant 
wnh yellow flowers [ME cicna campana, fr ML enula campana, lit , field 
elecampane, fr inula, enula elecampane • campana of the field] 

'elect /I'lekt/ adj 1 sfik’i 1, 2 2 chosen for salvation through divine 
mercy 3 chosen for office or piViition but not yet installed (the president- 
elect} [ME, fr L elect us choice, fr pp of eligcrc to select, fr c- + legere 
to choose - more at i fciFNd] 

’elect vt 1 to select by vole for an office, position, or membership <^ed 
him president} 2 of God to choose or predestine (sby) to receive salvation 
3 chiefly SAm to make a selection of ^ w to choose, decide - fml - 
election /-sh(p)n/ n 

electioneer /i,leksh(a)n'i3/ v; to work for a candidate or party in an 
election [election * -eer (as in auctioneer, vb)] - electioneer n 
elective /ilektiv/ adj la chosen or filled by popular election (an ^ 
office} b of election 2 [permitting a choice, optional - electively adi, 
electiveness n 

elector /I'lekta/ n 1 sby qualified to vote in an election 2 sby entitled 
to participate in an election e g a often cap any of the German pnnees 
entitled to elect the Holy Roman Emperor b a member of the electoral 
college in the USA 

electoral /i'lekt(3)r3l/ adj of (an) election or electors 
e,lectoral 'college n sing or pi in constr a body of electors chosen in 
each state to elect the president and vice-president of the USA 
electorate /i'lekt(3)r3t/ n 1 often cap the territory, junsdiction, etc of 
a German elector 2 smg or pi in constr a body of electors 
electr- /ilektr-A electro- comb form la (caused by) electncity 
(e\ectromagnetism}(e\ectTOchemistry} b electric <clectr(xfe'>, cjectnc 
and (electrochemicaf} (electromechanicaf}, electncally (electropiisittvc'^ 
2 electrolytic <clectroflfia/ys«> (electrodeposition} 3 electron <elcctro- 
phile} [NL elect ncus] 

E'lectra ,complex /I'lektra/ n the Oedipus complex when it occurs in 
a female [£/ecrrs. character in Gk mythology who incites her brother to 
avenge their fath^’s death by killing their mother] 
elactrat /i'lektrat, -tret/ n a.dielectnc body in which a permanent state 
of electric polanzation has been set up [electncity -t magner] 
'alactric /I'lektnk/ adj la of, being, supplying, producing, or produced 
by electricity current} (an plug} b operated by or using electricity 
(an ~ motor} 2 producing an intensely stimulating effect, thrilling (an 
^ performance} 3 of a musical instrument electronically producing or 
amplifying sound (an organ} [NL electncus produced from amber by 
fnction, electric, fr ML, of amber, fr L electrum amber, alloy of gold and 
silver, fr Gk Mtron; akin to Gk elektor beaming sun, Skt ulka 
meteor] 


’alactric n 1 pi electrical parts, electnc circuitry 2 electricity - sometimes 
pi with sing meaning, infml 

electrical /I'lcktnkl/ adj 1 of or connected with electricity (^ out- 
put} (^ engineering} 2 n ectric 1 <~ appliances} - electrically 
adv 

e,lectric 'blanket n a blanket containing an electnc heating element 
that IS used to warm a bed 

e.lectric 'blue adj or n harshly bright slightly greenish blue 
a.iectric 'chair n 1 a chair used in legal electrocution 2 the penalty of 
death by electnpcution 

e.lectric 'eel n a large eel-shaped fish of the Onnocu and Amazon rivers 
that IS capable of giving a severe electric shock 
e.lectric 'eye n phoiofl ectric cfi i 

electrician /,el3k'tnsh(a)n, i.lek-/ n one who installs, maintains, oper- 
ates, or repairs elcclncal equipment 

electricity /i.Ick'insati, .ee-/ n 1 (the study oO the phenomena due to 
(the flow or accumulation oO positively and negatively charged particles 
(c I protons and electrons) 2 electnc current, also electnc charge USE 

-.jf LNLRCj^, PHYSIC’S 

e.lectric 'organ n a specialized tract of tissue (e g in the electnc eel) in 
which electncity is generated 

e.lectric 'ray n any of vanous rays found in warm seas that can give 
electnc shcKks 

e.lectric 'shock n ^h(x:k 4 

e.lectric 'storm n a violent atmosphcnc disturbance usu accompanied 
by thunder and lightning 

electrify /I'leknfie/ V/ la to charge (a body) with electricity b to equip 
for use of or supply with electnc power 2 to excite, thnil - electrificttion 
/-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 

electro- /ilektroh-/ - see ellci r- 

electrocardiogram /i.Icktroh'kahdi a, gram/ n the tracing made by an 
electrocardiograph 

.elect ro'cardio.graph /-.grahf, -,graf/ n an instrument for recording 
the changes of eicetneal potential difference occurnng dunng the heart- 
beat - electrocardiographic /-'grafik/ adj, electrocardiographically adv, 
electrocardiography /-'ografi/ n 

electroconvulsive therapy /i.lektrohkan'vulsis/ n a treatment for 
senous mental disorder, esp severe depression, in which a fit is induced 
by passing an electnc current through the brain 
electrocute /I'lekira.kyooht/ vt to execute or kill by electncity [electr- 
+ -cute (as in execu/e)] - electrocution /-'kyoohsh(a)n/ n 
electrode /I'lektrohd/ n a conductor used to establish electneal contact 
with a nonmetallic part of a circuit (e g the acid in a car battery) 
electrodynamics /i.lektrohdic'namiks. -di-/ n pi but sing in constr 
physics dealing with the effects arising from the interaction of electnc 
currents with magnets, with other cltxinc currents, or with themselves - 
eicctrodynamic adj 

e.lectroen'cephalo.gram /-in'sef(a)b,gram/ n the tracing made by an 
electroencephalograph [ISV] 

e.lectroen'cephalo.graph /•in'sef(.'>)b, grahf, -.graf/ n an instrument 
for detecting and recording brain waves [ISV] - electroenccphslographic 
/-'grafik/ adj. electroencephalography /-'lografi/ n 
electroform /I'lektra.fawm/ \t to form (shaped articles) by depositing 
matenal, esp a metal, on a a mould by electrolysis 
electrokinetics /i,lektrohki'nctiks/ n pi but sing m constr physics 
dealing with the movement of particles or liquids resulting from or 
producing a difference of electrical potential - electrokinetic adj 
electrolysis /.elek'trobsis, i.Ick-/ n 1 the pavsage of an electnc current 
through an electrolyte to generate a gas. deposit a metal on (an object 
serving as) an electrode, etc 2 the destruction of hair roots, warts, moles, 
etc by means of an electnc current [NL] - electrolyse /i'lektra.liez/ vt 
electrolyte /I'lcktra.het/ /i 1 a nonmetallic electnc conductor (e g a salt 
solution) in which current is earned by the movement of ions 2 a 
substance that becomes an ionic conductor when dissolved in a suitable 
solvent or melted 

electrolytic /i.lektra'Iitik/ adj of or being electrolysis or an electrolyte 
- electrolytically adv 

electromagnet /i.lektroh'magnit/ n a core of magnetizable matenal 
surrounded by a coil of wire through which an electnc current is passed 
to make the core into a magnet 

electromagnetic interaction /i.lektrohmag'netik/ n a fundamental 
interaction expenenced by most elementary particles that is responsible 
for the emission and absorption of photons and for electnc and magnetic 
forces 
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•l€Ctrom«gnetic rajyation n radiation consisting of a series of 
etectromagnetic waves physics 

•lactromagnatic tpactrum n the entire range of wavelengths or 
frequencies of electromagnetic radiation extending from gamma rays to 
the longest radio waves and including visible light 
•iactrcNnagnatic unit n any of a senes of electncal units in the cgs 
system based pnmanly on the magnetic properties of electncal cur- 
rents 

e.lactromag,netic 'wave n any of the waves that travel by inducing 
simultaneous penodic vanations in the intensities of electric and magnetic 
fields and that include radio waves, infrared, visible light, ultraviolet, X 
rays, and gamma rays 

electromagnetism /i,iektroh'magnatiz(a)m/ n 1 magnetism devel- 
oped (e g in an electromagnet) by a current of electncity 2 physics dealing 
with the physical relations between electncity and magnetism - electro- 
magnetic /-mag'netik/ adj, electromagnetically adv 
electrometer /.elek'tromita, i,lek-/ n any of vanous instiuments for 
detecting or measunng electncal potential difTerences or ionizing radi- 
ations (e g alpha rays) using the forces of attraction and repulsion existing 
between charged bodies 

electromotive force /ijektra'mohtiv/ n the amount of energy denved 
from an electncal source per unit current of electncity passing through 
the source (e g a cell or generator) 

electron /ilektron/ n a negatively charged elementary particle that 
occurs in atoms outside the nucleus and the mass movement of which 
constitutes an electnc current in a metal physics (e/ec/r- + -on] 
electronegative /Uektroh'negativ/ adj 1 charged with negative elec- 
tric particles 2 having a tendency to attract electrons - electronegativity 
/-jiego'tivati/ n 

e'lectron ,gun n the cathode and its surroundingj^mbly that emits a 
stream of electrons (e g in a cathode-ray tube) television 
electronic /ijek'tronik. .eelek-/ adj 1 of electrons 2 of, being, or using 
devices constructed or working by the methods or principles of electronics 
- dectroBkally adv 

.electronics n p! but sing in constr physics or technology dealing with 
the emission, behaviour, and effects of electrons in thermionic valves, 
transistors, or other electronic devices 

electron .lent n a device (e g in an electron microscope) for focussing 
a beam of electrons by means of an electric or magnetic field 
e.lectron 'micro, scope n an instrument in whicl^ a beam of electrons 
is used to produce an enormously enlarged image of a minute object - 
electron microacopiat n, electron microacopy n 
electron optics n pi but sing in constr electronics dealing with those 
properties of beams of electrons that are analogous to the properties of 
rays of light 

e'lectron ,tube n an electronic device (e g a thermionic valve) consisting 
of a sealed container containing a vacuum or gas through which the flow 
of electrons is controlled 

e'lectron .volt n a unit of energy equal to the energy gained byjin 
electron in being accelerated through a potential difference of 1 V 
PHYSICS, UNIT 

electrophile /i'lektroh,fiel/ n a substance (e g a chlonne molecule) with 
an affmity for electrons ~ ekctrophilic /-'filik/ adj 
electrophoresis /ijektrohfa'reesis/ n the movement of particles 
through a gel or other medium in which particles are suspended under the 
action of an applied electric field [NL] - electrophoretic /-fa'retik/ adj, 
elecirophoretically adv 

electroplate /i'lektroh.playt/ vt to plate with a continuous metallic 
coating by electrolysis 

e.lectro'posftive /-'pozativ/ adj 1 charged with positive electric par- 
ticles 2 having a tendency to release electrons 
electroscope /i'lektra,skohp/ n any of various instruments for detecting 
the presence and positive or negative quality of an electnc charge, esp as 
a measure of intensity of ionization of radiation [prob fr F ehctroscope] 
* electroacopfc A'skopik/ adj, electroseopically adv 
electroshock therapy /i,lektra'shok/ n electroconvulsive 

THERAPY 

e^ectro'statlc /-'statik/ adj of or producing static electricity or electro- 
statics <an ^ generatory [ISV] - electroitstically adv 
ejeotro'statics n pi but sing in constr physics dealing with phenomena 
due to (attractions or repulsions oO stationary electric charges 
ejeetroetatlc 'unit n any of a senes of electrical units in the cgs system 
baaed pnmarily on forces of interaction between electnc charges 
aloctrotharapy /ijektn*therapi, ^roh-/ n treatment of disease by the 
use of electncity 


*e'lactro.typa /-.tiep/ n (a copy taken from) a printing plate made from 
a mould that is coated with metal by electrolysis then backed with 
lead 

’electrotype vt to make an electrotype from (a printing surface) - 
electrotyper n 

.elect ro'va lent /-'vaybnt/ adj, of a chemical bond formed between 
positively and negatively charged ions 
eleemosynary /.elM'mosin(a)n/ adj of, supported by, or giving chanty 
(ML eleemosynanus, fr LL eleemosyna alms - more at alms] 
elegant /'elig( 3 )nt/ adj 1 gracefully refined or dignified (e g in manners, 
taste, or style) 2 tastefully nch or luxunous, esp in design or ornamenta- 
tion <'^ furnishings') 3 of ideas neat and simple <a/i piece of 
reasoning) (^an mathematical proof) (MF or L; MF. fr L elegant-, 
elegans-, akin to L eligere to select, fr e- i legere to chose - more at 
legend] - elegance n, elegantly adv 
.ele.giac 'couplet /.eli'jie-ak/ n a classical verse form in which dactylic 
hexameters alternate with pentameters 
.ele.giac 'stanza n a quatrain in iambic pentameter with a rhyme 
scheme of abab 

elegy /'cbji/ n la a song, poem, or other work expressing sorrow or 
lamentation, esp for one who is dead b a pensive or reflective poem that 
IS usu nostalgic or melancholy 2 a poem in elegiac couplets [L elegia 
poem in elegiac couplets, fr Gk elegeia, elegeion, fr elegos song of 
mourning] - elegize vb, elegiac /-'jie ak/ adj, elegiacal adj, elegiacally 
adv 

elament Abmant/ n la any of the 4 substances air, water, fire, and 
earth formerly believed to constitute the physical universe b pi forces of 
nature; esp violent or severe weather c the state or sphere natural or 
suited to sby or sthg <at school she was in her ^ > 2 a constituent part 
eg apl the simplest pnnciples of a subject of study, the rudiments b any 
of the numbers or symbols in an array (c g a matnx) c a coristilueni of 
a mathematical set d a specified group within a human community (the 
rowdy — in the classroom) (the smart ■ often pi with sing meaning 
e any of the factors determining an outcome f a distinct part of a 
composite device; esp a resistor in an electnc heater, kettle, etc 3 any of 
'morejhan 100 fundamental substances that consist of atoms of only one 
kind 13^ PERIODIC fable 4 pi the bread and wine used at Communion 
(ME, fr OF Sl L, OF, fr L elementum] 
elemental /.eli'mentl/ adj 1 existing as an uncombined chemical 
clement 2 of or resembling a great force of nature <- passions) - 
elemental n, elementally adv 

elementary /,eli'ment(a)n/ adj 1 of or dealing with the basic elements 
or pnnciples of sthg; simple (can’t handle the most decision-making) 

2 elemental 1 - elementarily adv, elementariness n 
.ele.mentary 'particle n any of the constituents of matter and energy 

(e g the electron, proton, or photon) whose nature has not yet been proved 
to be due to the combination of other more fundamental entities 
.ele'mentary .achool n a state school that formerly took children from 
the age of 5 to 13 or 14 

elenchua /I'lengkas/ n, pi elenchi /-kie/ a logical refutation, esp in 
syllogistic form (L, fr Gk elenchos, fr elenchem to shame, cross-examine, 
refute] 

elephant Alifant/ n a very large nearly hairless mammal having the 
snout prolonged into a muscular trunk and 2 upper incisors developed 
into long tusks which provide ivory (ME. fr OF & L. OF olifant, fr L 
elephantus, fr Gk elephant-, clephas] 

elephantiasis /.elibn'tie-asis/ n, pi elepbantfases /-.seez/ enormous 
enlargement of a limb or the scrotum caused by lymphatic obstruction, 
esp by nianal worms (NL, fr L, a kind of lepposy, fr Gk, fr elephant-, 
elephas] 

elephantine /.eli'fantien/ adj la huge, massive b clumsy, ponderous 2 
of an elephant 

'elephant ,seal n a nearly extinct large seal fiiat has a long trunklike 
snout 

.EleUiSinien 'mysteries /.elyoo'sini-an/ n pi the religious mysteries 
celebrated at ancient Eleusis in worship of Demeter and Persephone 
[FJeusis, city of ancient Greece] 

elevate Ali,vayt/ vt 1 to lift up, raise 2 to raise in rank or sutus; exalt 

3 to improve morally, intellectually, or culturally 4 to raise the spiriu of; 
ebte (ME elevaten, fr L elevatus, pp of elevare, fr c* 4 levare to raise - 
more at lever] 

'elevated arjj 1 raised, esp above a surface (e g the ground) (an ~ road) 
2 morally or intellectually on a high plane; lofty thoughts) 3 
exhilarat^ in mood or feeling 4 slightly tipsy - not now in vogue 
elevation /,eli'vaysh(3)n/ n 1 the height to which sthg is elevated: e g 
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a the angle to which a gun is aimed above the honzon b the height above 
sea level 2 (the ability to achieve) a ballet dancer’s or a skater’s leap and 
seeming suspension in the air 3 an elevated place 4 being elcvated^^ a 
geometrical projection (eg of a building) on a vertical plane 
BUILDING [llfvate f -ionJ - elevatlonal adj 
•levator /'eh.vayta/ n 1 sby or sthg that raises or lifts sthg up* e g a an 
endless belt or chain conveyer for raising grain, liquids, etc b chteily 
NAm LIPI 9 c NAm a building for elevating, stonng, discharging, and 
sometimes processing grain 2 a movable honrontal control surface, usu 
aj^hed to the tailplane of an aircraft for controlling climb and descent 

-3“ FIIGHT 

eleven /i1ev(3)n/ n 1 number 2 the eleventh in a set or senes 3 
sing or pi in constr sthg having 1 1 parts or members or a denomination 
of 1 1, esp a cncket, soccer, or hockey team [ME enleven, fr enhven. adj, 
fr OE endlcofan, akin to OHG ein/i/ eleven, both fr a prchistonc Gmc 
compound whose first element is akin to OE an one, and whose second 
IS prob akin to OE Icon to lend] - eleven adj or pron, elevenfold adj or 
adv, eleventh adj or n 

•,leven>'plus, ll-plua n an examination taken, esp formerly, at the age 
of 10-1 1 to determine which type of Bntish state secondary education a 
child should receive 

e'levenees n pi but sometimes sing in constr, Br light refreshment taken 
in the middle of the morning [irreg pi of eleven (o'clock)] 
e.leventh 'hour n the latest possible time < won his reprieve at the ) 
- eleventh-hour adj 

elevon /’elivon/ n a control surface (of a delta-winged aircraft) combin- 
ing the functions of an aileron and an elevator [elevator + aileron] 
elf /elf/ n, pi etres /elv</ » (mischievous) fairy [ME, fr OE xlf, akin to 
ON alfr elf] - elfish adj, elfishly adv 
elfin /'elfin/ adj of or resembling an elf, esp in being small, spnghtly, or 
impish [irreg fr elf] 

'elf-jock n a matted lock of hair - usu pi [fr folklore belief that an elf 
caused it] 

elicit /I'lisit/ vt 1 to draw forth or bnng out (sthg latent or potential) 2 
to call forth or draw out (a response or reaction), evoke [L elicitus, pp 
of elicere, fr e- ^ lacere to allure - more at delight] - elicitor n, 
elicitation /-'taysh(a)n/ n 

elide /I'lied/ vt to suppress or alter (e g a vowel or syllable) by elision [L 
ehdere to strike out, fr e- f laedere to injure by sinking] 
eligible AlijabI/ adj 1 qualified to be chosen, also entitled for 
promofiony to re/ire) 2 worthy or desirable, esp as a mamage 
partner <an young hachelory (ME, fr MF & LL, MF, fr LL ehgibihs, 

fr L ehgere to select, fr e- * legere to chose - more at legend] - eligible 
n, eligibly adv, eligibility /-'bibti/ n 

eliminate /i'limi,nayt/ vt la to cast out or get nd of completely, 
eradicate (/he need to povertyy b to set aside as unimportant; ignore 
2 to expel (e g waste) from the living body 3a to kill (a person), esp so 
as to remove as an obstacle b to remove (a competitor, team, etc) from 
a competition, usu by defeat [L eliminatus, pp of eliminare, fr e- + Iimm-, 
Iimen threshold] - elimination /-'naysh(3)n/ n, eliminative /I'liminativ/ 
adj, eliminator /-.nayto/ n 

Elinvar /'elin,vah/ trademark - used for an iron alloy containing nickel 
and chromium and having a very low coefficient of expansion 
elision /iiizh(a)n/ n 1 omission of a vowel or syllable in pronunciation 
(e g Fm for / am) 2 the act or an instance of eliding, omission [LL 
elision-, elisio, fr L elisus, pp of ehdere] 

4llte, elite /i'leet, ay-/ n 1 smg or pi in constr a small superior group, esp 
one that has a power out of proportion to its size 2 a typewriter type 
producing 12 characters to the inch [F elite, fr OF eslite, fr fern of esiit, 
pp of eshre to choose, fr L ehgere] - elite adj 
4'li.ti8m, elitism /-,tiz(a)m/ n (advocacy oO leadership by an elite - Elitist 
n or adj 

elixir /I'liksa, -sia/ n 1 an alchemist’s substance supposedly capable of 
changing base metals into gold 2a elixir, elixir of life a substance held 
to be capable of prolonging life indefinitely b a cure-all 3 a sweetened 
liquid (eg a syrup) containing a dreg or medicine [ME. fr ML. fr Ar 
al-iksir the elixir, f^r al the + iksir elixir, prob fr Gk xenon drying powder, 
fr xeros dry) 

Elizabethan /i.liza’beeth(a)n/ adj (charactenstic) of (the age oO Eliza- 
beth I - Elizabethan n 

elk /elk/ n, pi elks, esp collectively elk 1 the largest existing deer of 
Europe and Asia 2 NAm the wapiti [ME, prob fr OE eolh; akin to OHG 
elaho elk, Gk elaphos deer] 

'•lk.hound /-.hownd/ a any of a large Norwegian breed of hunting dogs 
with a very heavy coat 


•II /el/ n a former English unit of length equal to 45in (about 1 . 14m) 
unit [ME eln, fr OEJ 

ellipse /flips/ n 1 a closed plane curve generated by a point moving in 
such a way that the sums of its distances from 2 fixed points is a constant, 
a closed plane curve obtained by plane section of a right circular cone - 
compare hyperbola, parabola mathematics 2 ellipsis [Gk 
elleipsis] 

ellipsis /I'lipsis/ n, pi ellipaes /-.seezZ 1 the omission of 1 or more words 
needed to make a construction grammatically complete 2 marks or a 
mark (eg . . ■ or -) indicating the omission of letters oi* words [L, 
fr Gk elleipsis ellipsis, ellipse, fr elleipein to leave out, fall short, fr en in 
♦ leipetn to leave - more at in. loan] 
ellipsoid /I'lipsoyd/ n a surface of which all the plane sections are ellipses 
or circles - compare hyperboloid, paraboloid - ellipsoid, ellipsoidal 
A'soydl/ adj 

elliptical /I'liptikl/, elliptic /-tik/ adj la of or shaped like an ellipse 
— j PLANT b of or marked by ellipsis or an ellipsis 2 of speech or writing 
extremely or excessively concise [Gk elleiptikos defective, marked by 
ellipsis, fr elleipein] - elliptically adv, ellipticity /-'tisati/ n 
elm /elm/ n (the wood of) any of a genus of large graceful trees [ME. 

fr OE, akin to OHG elme elm, L ulmus] 

'elm ,bark .beetle n either of 2 European beetles that transmit the 
fungus causing Dutch elm disease to elm trees 
elocution /,eb’kyoohsh(3)n/ n the art of effective public speaking, esp 
of good diction [ME elocucioun, fr L elocution-, elocutio, fr elocutus, pp 
of eloqui] - elocutionary /-shan(9)n/ adj, elocutionist n 
'elongate Along,gayt, 'ee-/ vt to extend the length of vi to grow in 
length [LL elongatus, pp of elongare to withdraw, fr L e- longus 
long] 

^elongate, elongated adj long in proportion to width - used esp in botany 
and zoology 

elongation /,elong'gaysh(9)n, .ee-/ n the angular distance of one celestial 
body from another round which it revolves or from a particular point in 
the sky as viewed from earth [LL elongare to withdraw] 
elope /I'lohp/ vi to run away secretly with the intention of getting mamed 
or cohabiting, usu without parental consent [AF aloper] - elopenest n, 
eloper n 

eloquent /'ebkwant/ adj 1 characterized by fluent, forceful, and per- 
suasive use of language 2 vividly or movingly expressive or revealing ^ut 
his arm around her in an ^ gesture of reassurancey [ME, fr MF, fr L 
eloquent-, eloquens, fr prp of eloqui to speak out, fr e- * loqui to speak] 

- eloqacsrf n, eloquently adv 

Elsan Al,van/ trademark - used for a type of esp portable toilet in which 
chemicals are used to kill bactena and mask the smell 
else /els/ adv l apart from the person, place, manner, or time mentioned 
or unuerstood <ihow ^ could he have actedy (^everybody ^ but me) 2 
also, besides (who ^ did you see) (there's nothing ^ to ear) 3 if not, 
otherwise (do what you are told or you'll be sorry') (they must be 
coming, they'd have phoned - used absolutely to express a threat (do 
what ! tell you or ^ > [ME dies, fr OE. akin to L alius other, alter other 
of two, Gk aJIos other] 

.else’where /-'wea/ adv m or to another place (took his business > 
eluant, eluent Alyoo-ant/ n a solvent used in eluting [L eluent-, duens, 
prp of eluere] 

•luate Alyoo at, -,ayt/ n the washings obtained by eluting [L eluere i- 
E -a/e] 

elucidate /I’loohsidayt/ vb to make (sthg) lucid, esp by explanation [LL 
elucidatus, pp of du^are, fr L e- ^ lucidus lucid] - elucidative adj, 
elucidator n, elucidation /•'daysh(a)n/ n 

elude /I’loohd/ vt 1 to avoid cunningly or adroitly 2 to escape the 
memory, understanding, or notice of [L dudere, fr e- 4 ludere to play 

- more at ludicrous] 

elusive /i'loohsiv/ adj tending to elude [L elusus, pp of eludere] - 
elusively adv, elusivenesa n, elusion /-zh(a)n/ n 
elute /ee'l(y)ooht/ vt to remove (adsorbed matenal) from an adsorbent 
by means of a solvent [L dutus, pp of eluere to wash out. fr e- 4 lavere 
to wash - more at lye] - elution /-sh(a)n/ n 

elutriate /ee'l(y)oohtriayt/ vt to punfy, separate, or remove by wa.shing 
[L dutriatus. pp of elutnare, irreg fr dutus] - elutriator n 
eluvium /ee'l(y)oohvi*am. i-, -vyam/ n rock debns produced by the 
weathering and disintegration of rock in situ [NL. fr L duere] - elnvial 
adj 

elver Alva/ n a young eel [alter, of edfare (migration of eels)] 
elves /elvz/ pi of elf 
•I vlsh Aivish/ adj elltsh 
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Elysium /i'lizi-am/ n, pt Elysiums, Elysia Azi-a/ 1 the home of the 
blessed after death m Greek mythology 2 paradisf 2 [L, fr Gk Elysion] 
- Elyaian adj 

elytron /"elitron/ n, pi elytra /-tr?/ either of the modified front pair of 
wings in beetles, cockroaches, and some other insects that serve to protect 
the hind pair of functional wings [NL, fr Gk elytron sheath, wing cover, 
fr etiyein to roll, wrap - more at voi.ijble] 
em, m /em/ n 1 the width of the body of a piece of type beanng the letter 
M used as a unit of measure of pnnted matter 2 'pica 2 
em- /im*. cm-/ - sec tN- 

'em /(3)m/ pron them - used in writing to suggest casual speech 
emaciate /i'maysi,ayt/ vt to make or become excessively thin or feeble 
(L emaciatus, pp of emaciare, fr e- ^ macies leanness, fr macer lean ~ more 
at meagre] - emaciation /-'aysh(3)n/ n 

emanate Aem3,nayt/ vi to come out from a source <a foul smell ^ d 
from the sewer} ^rumours emanating from high places} ~ vf i-Mir 1 [L 
emanatus, pp of emanare, fr e- ^ manare to flow] 
emanation /,cm3'naysh(3)n/ n 1 sthg that emanates or is produced by 
emanating 2 a heavy gaseous element produced by radioactive disintegra- 
tion (jradmm -»> [emanatf + -ion] - emanatfonal adj, emanative 
/’emanativ/ adj 

emancipate /I'mansi.payt/ vt to free from restraint, control, or esp 
slavery [L emancipatus, pp of emancipare, fr e- » mancipare to transfer 
ownership of, fr mancip^. manceps purchaser, fr manus hand ♦ capere to 
take - more at manual, heave] - emancipator n. emancipation 
/-‘paysh(a)n/ n, emancipationist n 

emasculate /i'maskyoo,layt/ vt 1 to castrate 2 to deprive of strength, 
vigour, or spint; weaken [L emasculatus, pp of emasculare, fr e- + 
masculus male - more at maie] ^ emasculate adj, emasculation 
/-'lay$h(3)n/ n, emasculator n 

embalm /imliahm/ vt 1 to treat (a dead body) so as to give protection 
against decay 2 to preserve from oblivion [ME embaumen, fr MF 
embaumer, fr OF embasmer, fr en- + ba.sme balm - more at bai m] - 
embalmer n, embalmment n 

embankment /im'bangkmant/ n a raised structure to hold back water 
or to carry a roadway or railway - embank vt 
embargo /im'bahgoh/ n, pi embargoes 1 an order of a government 
prohibiting the departure or entry of commercial ships 2 a legal prohib- 
ition on commerce <an ^ on arms shipments} 3 a stoppage, impediment, 
esp a prohibition [Sp. fr embargar to bar, fr (assumed) VL imbarncare, 
fr L in- + (assumed) VL barra bar] - embargo vt 
embark /im'bahk/ vi 1 to go on board a boat or aircraft 2 to make a 
start; commence - usu 4 on or upon (^edona new career} ^ vt to cause 
to go on board a boat or aircraft [MF embarquer, fr OProv embarcar, 
fr em- (fr L im-) barca bark] - embarkment n, embarkation 
/,embah'kaysh(a)n/ n 

embarraas /im'baras/ vt 1 to involve in financial difficulties, esp debt 
2 to cause to expenence a state of self-conscious distress, disconcert 
ismutty stones -^ed her} [F embarrasser, fr Sp embarazar, fr Pg 
embaraqar] - embarrassedly adv, embarrassingly adv, embarrass- 
ment n 

embaaay Aembasi/ n la the position of an ambassador b an ambassa- 
dor’s official mission abroad 2 (the residence oO a diplomatic body 
headed by an ambassador [MF ambassee, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG 
ambaht service] 

embattle /im'batl/ vt 1 to prepare (an army) for battle 2 to fortify (a 
town, position, etc) against attack 3 to provide (a building) wirh battle- 
ments <a/i '--d facade} [ME embatailen, fr MF embatailler, fr en- + 
batailler to battle] 

em'battled adj involved in battle or conflict 
embay /im'bay/ vt to enclose or shelter (as lO m a bay <a/j ^cd 
fleet} 

em'bayment /-mant/ n 1 the formation of a bay 2 (a geographical 
conformation resembling) a bay 

embed /m'bed/ vt -dd- to place or fix firmly (as lO in surrounding matter 
<a splinter was ^ded in his finger} 

embellish /im'belish/ vt 1 to make beautiful by adding ornaments, 
decorate 2 to make (speech or writing) more interesting by adding 
fictitious or exaggerated detail [ME embelisshen, fr MF embeliss-, stem 
of embelir, fr en- + bd beautiful - more at beauty] - embellisher n, 
enbellisliiiicBt n 

ember /"emba/ n 1 a glowing fragment (e g of coal or wood) in a (dying) 
fire 2 pi the smouldering remains of a fire 3 pi slowly fading emotions, 
memories, ideas, or responses [ME eymere, fr ON eimytja; akin to OE 
temerge ashesi 


'ember .day n a day set aside for fasting and prayer in Anglican and 
Roman Catholic churches that falls on the Wednesday, Friday, or 
Saturday following the first Sunday in l^nt, Whitsunday, September 14, 
or December 13 [ME, fr OE ymbrendteg, fr ymbrene circuit, anniversary 
+ da:g day] 

embezzle /im'bezi/ vt embezzling /im'bezling, im'bezl-ing/ to appropn- 
ate (e g property entrusted to one’s care) fraudulently to one’s own use 
(ME embesiJen, fr AF embeseiller, fr MF en- 4 besUher to destroy] - 
embezzlement n, embezzler n 

embitter /im'biUi/ vt 1 to make bitter 2 to excite bitter feelings in - 
embitferment n 

emblazon /im'blayz(3)n/ vt 1 to display conspicuously 2a(l) to deck 
in bright colours (2) to inscnbe, adorn, or embellish (as lO with heraldic 
bearings or devices b to celebrate, extol - emblazonment n, emblaz- 
onry n 

emblem /'embbm/ n 1 an object or a typical representation of an object 
symbolizing another object or idea 2 a device, symbol, or figure adopted 
and used as an identifying mark [ME. fr L emblema inlaid work, fr Gk 
emblemat-, emblema, fr emballein to insert, fr en- 4- ballein to throw - 
more at dfvii ] 

emblematic /.embb'matik/ also emblematical /-tiki/ adj of or con- 
stituting an emblem, symbolic - emblematically adv 
emblematize, -Ise /em'blema.tiez/ vt to represent (as lO by an emblem, 
symbolize 

emblements /'embbmsnts, ‘emblmants/ n pi crops from annual culti- 
vation legally belonging to the tenant [ME emblayment, fr MF emblae- 
ment, fr emblaer to sow with grain, fr en- t blee gram] 
embody /im'bodi/ vt 1 to give a body to (a spirit), incarnate 2 to make 
(eg ideas or concepts) concrete and perceptible (a chapter which 
embodies his new theory} 3 to make (e g connected ideas or pnnciples) 
a part of a body or system, incorporate, include - usu 4 in Oheir way of 
life IS embodied in their laws} 4 to represent in human or animal form, 
personify <fner; who embodied the idealism of the revolution'> ~ embodier 
n, embodiment n 

embol-, emboli-, embolo- comb form embolus <embolecfom,K> [NL, fr 
embolus] 

embolden /im'bohld(a)n/ vt to make bold or courageous 
embolectomy /,emb»'lektami/ n surgical removal of an embolus 
embolic /em'bolik/ adj of an embolus or an embolism 
embolism /'embaliz(a)m/ n (the sudden obstruction of a blood vessel by) 
an embolus [ME emholisme, fr ML embohsmus, fr Gk embol- (fr 
emballein to insert, intercalate) - more at embifm] - embolismic 
A’lizmik/ adj 

embolus Acmbobs/ n, pi emboli /-.lie/ a clot, air bubble, or other 
particle likely to cause an embolism - compare thrdmhiis [NL, fr Gk 
embolos wedge-shaped object, stopper, fr emballein] 
emboss /im’bos/ vf 1 to ornament with raised work 2 to raise m relief 
from a surface [ME embosen, fr MF embocer, fr en- 4 boce boss] - 
embosser n, embossment n 

embouchure /.ombooh'shooa/ n the position and use of the lips in 
playing a musical wind instrument [F, fr (s'kmboiicher to flow into, fr 
en- + bouche mouth - more at debouch] 

'embrace /im’brays/ vt 1 to take and hold closely in the arms as a sign 
of affection; hug 2 to encircle, enclose 3a to take up. esp readily or 
eagerly, adopt a cause} b to avail oneself of, welcome <-d the 
opportunity to study further} 4 to include as a part or element of a more 
inclusive whole to join in an embisce; hug one another [ME 
embracen, fr MF embracer, fr OF embracier, fr en- 4 brace two arms - 
more at brace] - embracer n, embradngl)r adv, embracive /-siv/ adj 
’embrace n an act of embracing or gripping<a loving ^ > (^helpless m the 
-- of terror} 

embranchment /im'brahnchmmt/ n a branching off or out (e g of a 
valley) [F embranchement, fr {s}embranbher to branch out, fr en- + 
branche branch] 

embrasure /im'brayzha/ n 1 a door or window aperture, esp with 
splayed sides that increase the width of the opening on the inside 2 an 
opemng with sides flaring outwards in a wall or parapet, usu for a gun 
[F, fr obs embraser to widen an opening] 
embrocation /,embra'kaysh(d)n/ n a liniment [LL embrocatus, pp of 
embrocare to rub with lotion, fr Gk embroche lotion, fr embrechan to 
bathe with lotion, fr en- + brechein to wet] 
embroider /im'broyda/ vt la to ornament (e g cloth or a garment) with 
decorative stitches made by hand or machine b to form (e g a design or 
pattern) in ornamental needlework 2 to elaborate on (a narrative); 
embellish with exaggerated or fictitious details vi 1 to do or make 
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embroidery 2 to provide embellishments; elaborate - 4 on or upon [ME 
embroderen, fr MF tmbroder, fr en- + broder to embroider, of Gmc 
ongin; akin to OE brord point, byrst bnstle] - embroiderer n, embroidery 
/-d(3)n/ n 

•mbroil /im'broyl/ vt 1 to throw (e g a person or affairs) into disorder 
or confusion 2 to involve in conflict or difficulties [F cmbrouiller, fr MF. 
fr en- 4 brouilhr to broil] - embroilment n 
•mbry* /embn-/, embryo* comb form embryo <embryo/og7S/> [LL, fr 
Gk, fr cmbryon] 

embryo Ambnoh/ n, pi embryos^ la an animal in the early stages of 
growth before birth or hatching life cycle b the developing 
human individual dunng the first 8 weeks after conception repro 
DIJCT 10 N 2 a rudimentary plant within a seed 3a sthg as yet undeveloped 
b a beginning or undeveloped state of sthg - esp m in embryo ^jilans still 
in [ML cmbryon-, embryo, fr Gk embryon, fr en- + bryein to swell, 
akin to Gk bryon moss] 

.embryo'genesis /-'jenasis/ n the formation and development of the 
embryo - embryogenetic /-ja'netik/ adj 

embryology /.embn'obji/ n the biology of (the development oO 
embryos [F emhryologie] - embryologic /.embn a'lojik/, embryological 
adj, embryologically adv, embryologist A'objist/ n 
embryon*, embryoni* comb form embry- [ML embryon-, embryo] 
embryonic /.embn'onik/ also embryonal /em'bne ani/ adj 1 of an 
embryo 2 in an early stage of development - embryonicaily 
/.embn'onikh/ adv 

embryophyte /embn a.fiet/ n a plant (e g a fern or a flowenng plant) 
that produces an -ernhrvo and develops vascular tissues 
'embryo ,eac n the female part of a female plant consisting of a 
thin-walled sac containing the egg, nucleus, and other nuclei which give 
nse to endosperm 

'emcee /.em'see/ n a compere, masilr or ceremonies - infml [master 
of ceremonies] 

^emcee vb emceed; emceeing to act as emcee ( oO - mfml 
-erne Aecm/ suffix ( - n) unit of language structure (phoneme) [F -one 
(fr phoneme speech sound, phoneme)] 

emend /I'mend/ vt to correct, usu by textual alterations [ME emenden. 
fr L emendare ~ more at amend] - emendable adj, emender n 
emendate /eemen,dayt/ vt to emend - emendator n, emendatory 
/rmcndat(3)ri/ adj 

emendation /,eemen'daysh(9)n/ n (an alteration made by) the act of 
emending 

emerald /em(9)r9ld/ adj or n (of the bnght green colour oO a beryl used 
as a gemstone [n ME emerallde, fr MF esmeraldc, fr (assumed) VL 
smaralda, fr L smaragdus, fr Gk smaragdos, adj fr n] 
emerge /I'muhj/ vi l to nse (as lO from an enveloping fluid, come out 
into view 2 to become manifest or known 3 to nse from an obscure or 
mfenor condition [L emergere, fr e- 4 mergere to plunge - more at 
merge]" 

emergence /i'muhj(9)ns/ n a superficial outgrowth of plant tissue (c g 
the thorn of a rose) [emerge ♦ -ence] 
emergency /i'muhj(9)nsi/ n an unforeseen occurrence or combination 
of circumstances that calls for immediate action 
emergent /i'muhj(9)nt/ adj emerging, esp in the early suges of forma- 
tion or development (the ^ countnes of the world) [ME, fr L emergent-, 
emergens, prp of emergere] 

emeritus /I'mentas/, fern emcrita /-ta/ adj holding an honorary title 
after retirement [L, pp of emeren to serve out one’s term, fr e- * meren, 
merere to earn, deserve, serve - more at merit] 
emery /em(9)n/ n a dark granular mineral consisting mainly of corun- 
dum which 18 used for gnnding and polishing [ME, fr MF emeri, fr Olt 
smtnglio, fr ML smiriglum, fr Gk smynd-, smyris] 

'emery .board n a nail file of cardboard or wood covered with powdered 
emery 

‘emery .paper n paper coated with emery powder for use as an 
abrasive 

emetic /I'metik/ n or adj (sthg) ibat induces vomiting [n L emetica, fr 
Ok emetike, fr fern of cmetikos causing vomiting, fr emein to vomit - more 
at VOMIT; adj fr n] - emetically adv 
6meute /ay'muht (Fr em0t)/ n a popular upnsing [F] 

•emfe A'eemya, -'eemi-a/ comb form (-« n), NAm -aemia 
emigrant /emigrant/ n one who emigrates - emigrant adj 
emigrate /emi,gniyt/ n to leave one's home or country for life or 
residence elsewhere [L emigratus, pp of emtgrare, fr e* 4 migrare to 
migrate] - emigration /-'graysh(a)n/ n 


^migr6, emigre /emigray (Fr emigre)/ n a (poliucal) emigrant (F 
emigre, fr pp of emigrer to emigrate, fr L emigrare] 
eminence /eminans/ n 1 a position of prominence or supenority - used 
as a title for a cardinal 2 sby or sthg high, prominent, or lofly: e g a a 
person of high rank or attainments b a natural geographical elevation; a 
height 

Eminence grise /aymi,nonhs 'greez (Fr eminds griz)/ n, pi Mneaccs 
griscs /~/ one who exercises power through his/her often unsuspected 
influence on another person or group of people who have titular authority 
[F. lit., grey eminence, nickname of Pere Joseph (Francis du Tremblay) 
tl638 F monk & diplomat, confidant of Cardinal Richelieu tlb42 F 
statesman who was known as Eminence Rouge red eminence; fr the 
colours of their respective habits] 

eminent /eminant/ adj 1 standing out so as to be readily seen or noted; 
conspicuous, notable 2 exhibiting eminence, esp in position, fame, or 
achievement [ME, fr MF or L. MF, fr L eminent-, eminens, prp of 
eminere to stand out, fr e- 4 -minere (akin to L mont-, mons mountain)] 

- eminently adv 

emir /emia, -'-/ n 1 a ruler of any of vanous Muslim states 2 a 
high-ranking Turkish oflicial of former times 3 a male descendant of 
Muhammad [Ar amir commander] 
emirate /emirat/ n the position, state, power, etc of an emir 
emissary /emis(9)n/ n one sent on an often secret mission as the agent 
of another [L emissanus, fr emissus, pp of emittere] 
emission /i'mish(9)n/ n 1 an act or instance of emitting 2a sthg (e g 
electromagnetic waves, smoke, electrons, noise, etc) sent forth by emitting 
b an effluvium - emissive /I'misiv/ adj 

emissivity /.emi'sivati, imi-/ n the relative power of a surface to emit 
heat by radiation 

emit /I'mit/ vt *tt* la to throw or give off or out (e g light) b to send 
out, eject 2 to give utterance or voice to < ^ ted a groan) [L emittere to 
send out, fr e- 4 mittere to send - more at smite] 
emitter /I'mita/ n a region in a transistor that produces charge earners 
[emit 4 ^er] 

Emmenthel, Emmental /em9n.tahl/ n a pale yellow Swiss cheese with 
many holes that form dunng npening [Emmenthal, valley in Switzer- 
land] 

emmer /ems/ n a hard vanety of wheat [G, fr OHG amari] 
emmet /emit/ n, chiefly dial an ant [ME emrte] 

Emmy /emi/ n, pi Emmys a statuette awarded annually by a US 
professional organization for notable achievement in television [alter, of 
Immy, nickname for image onhicon (a camera tube used in tele- 
vision)] 

emollient /I'mohli-ant, i'mo-, -yant/ n or adj (a substance) that makes 
soft or gives relief [L emollient-, emolliens, prp of emollire to soften, fr 
e- 4 mollis soft - more at 'melt] 

emolument /I'molyoomant/ n the returns ansing from office or employ- 
ment, a salary [ME, fr L emolumentum, lit., miller's fee, fr emolere to 
gnnd up, fr c- 4 molere to gnnd - more at ‘meal] 
emote /i'moht/ vi to give expression to emotion, esp theatncally 
[back-formation fr enwtion] 

emotion /i'mohsh(9)n/ n 1 excitement 2 a mental and physical reaction 
(e g anger, fear, or joy) marked by strong feeling and often physiological 
changes that prepare the body for immediate vigorous action [MF, fr 
emouvoir to stir up, fr L exmovere to move away, disturb, fr ex- 4 - mov^ 
to move] - emotioolcss adj 

emotional /i'mohsh(9)ni/ adj 1 of the emotions (an ^ disorder) 2 
inclined to show (excessive) emotion 3 emotive 2 - emotioDaliaB a, 
CBOtioBaliat n, emotionalize vt, emotionally adv, eoMitionality 
/-'alati/ n 

emotive /I'mohtiv/ adj 1 emotional 1 2 appealing to, expressing, or 
arousing emotion rather than reason (executions were an ^ issue) - 
emotively adv, emotivity /-'tivati/ n 

empanel /im'panl/ vt *11* (NAm -1-, -11*), /im'panl-ing/ to enrol in or on 
a panel ('-a jury) 

empathetic /.empa'thetik/ adj marked by empathy - empnthetically 
adv 

empathy /empathi/ n 1 the imaginative projection of a subjective sute 
into an object, esp a work of art, so allowing it to be belter understood 
and appreciated 2 the capacity for participation in another’s feelings or 
ideas - empathize vt, empathic /em'pathik/ adj 
emperor femp(a)n/ n the supreme ruler of an empire [ME, fr OF 
empereor, fr L imperator, lit., commander, fr imperatus, pp of impenre 
to command, fr in- 4 parare to prepare, order - more at pare] - 
emperorthip n 
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emperor penguin n the largest known penguin 
emphasis /'emfosis/ n, pi emphases /-.seez/ la force or intensity of 
expression that gives special impressiveness or importance to sthg (^writ- 
ing with on the need for refomf} b a particular prominence given in 
speaking or writing to 1 or more words or syllables 2 special consider- 
ation of or stress on sthg ithe school's ^ on examinations} [L, fr Gk, 
exposition, emphasis, fr emphainein to indicate, fr en- f phametn to show 
- more at fancy] 

emphas-ize, -ise /'emfa^iez/ vt to give emphasis to; place emphasis or 
stress on < -^ d the need for reform} 

emphatic /imfatik/ adj 1 spoken with or marked by emphasis 2 
tending to express oneself in forceful speech or to take decisive action [Gk 
emphatikos, fr emphainein] - emphatically adv 
emphysema /.emfi'seema/ n a disorder charactenzed by air-Hlled 
expansions of body tissues, esp in the lungs [NL, fr Gk emphysema bodily 
inflation] 

empire /’empie-a/ n la (the territory oO a large group of countnes or 
peoples under 1 authonly b sthg resembling a political empire; esp an 
extensive territory or enterprise under single domination or control 2 
impenal sovereignty [ME, fr OF empire, empine, fr L impenum absolute 
authonty, empire, fr imperare to command] 

Empire adj (charactenstic) of a style (e g of furniture or interior decor- 
ation) popular during the first French Empire (J 804-14); specif of a style 
of women’s dress having a high waistline garment [F. fr (le 
premier) Empire the first Empire of France] 

empirical /em'pinkl/ also empiric adj onginating in, based, or relying 
on observation or expenment rather than theory data} laws} [L 
empiricus doctor relying solely on expcnence. fr Gk empeirikos. fr 
empeina experience, fr en- f peiran to attempt - more at flar] - 
empirically adv 

empiricel formula n a chemical formula showing the simplest ratio of 
elements in a compound rather than the total number of atoms in the 
mo’xule 

empiriciem /em'pinsiz(d)m/ n 1 quackery 2 the practice of discovery 
by observation and expenment 3 a theory that all knowledge is dependent 
on expcnence of the external world -* empiricist n 
emplacement Am'playsmant/ n 1 the situation or location of sthg 2 
a prepared position for weapons or military equipment iradar ^s > [F, 
fr MF emplacer to emplace, fr en- + place] - epiplace vt 
emplane /im'playn/ vb to (cause to) board an aircraft 
'employ /im'ploy/ vt la to use in a specified way or for a specific purpose 
b to spend (time) c to use 2a to engage the services of b to provide with 
a job that pays wages or a salary l/Sfc’ (lb,c) fml (ME emploien, fr MF 
emphier, fr L implicare to enfold, involve, implicate, fr in- + plicare to 
fold - more at fly] - employable adj, employer n, employability 
/-a'bibti/ n 

’employ n the state of being employed, esp for wages or a salary </n the 
government’s - fml 

employee, SAm also employe /.employ’ee, im,ploy'ee/ n one employed 
by another, esp for wages or a salary and in a position below executive 
level (F employe, fr pp of employer to employ] 
employment /im'ploymant/ n (an) activity in which one engages or is 
employed ['employ + -ment] 

em'ployment .agency n an agency whose business is to find jobs for 
people seeking them or to find people to fill vacant jobs 
em'ployment ex.change n labour exchange 
empoison /im'poyz(3)n/ vt to embitter <a look of '^ed acceptance - Saul 
Bellow) [ME empoysonen, fr MF empoisoner, fr en- » potson] - 
empoiaonment n 

emporium /im'pawri-am/ n, pi emporiums, emporla An-a/ a place of 
trade; esp a commercial centre or large shop [L, fr Gk emporion, fr 
emporos traveller, trader, fr en in ■¥ poros passage, journey - more at in, 
fare] 

empower /im'powa/ vt to give official authonty or legal power to - 

•apowermeat a 

empreaa /’empris/ n 1 the wife or widow of an emperor 2 a woman 
having in her own right the rank of emperor [ME emperesse.fr OF, fern 
of empercor emperor] 

'empty /'empti/ adj la containing nothing; esp lacking typical or 
expected contents b not occupied, inhabited, or frequented 

streets} 2a lacking reality or substance; hollow (an ^ 
pleasan} b lacking eflect, value, or sincerity < threats} (an ^ gesture) 
c lacking sense; foolish (his ^ ideas} 3 hungry - infml [ME, fr OE 
mettig unoccupied, fr atmetta leisure, fr te- without * -m^ta (fr motan 


to have to) - more at 'must] - emptily adv, emptiness /i - on an empty 
stomach not having eaten anything 

’empty vt la to make empty; remove the contents of b to deprive, divest 
(acting emptied of all emotion} c to discharge (itselO of contents 2 to 
remove from what holds, encloses, or contains 3 to transfer by emptying 
<emptied the biscuits onto the plate} ^ vi 1 to become empty 2 to 
discharge contents (the aver empties into the ocean} ~ emptier n 
’empty n a bottle, container, vehicle, etc that has been emptied 
.empty-handed adj having or bringing nothing, esp because nothing 
has been gained or obtained (returned ^ } 

.empty-headed adj foolish, silly 

empyema /.empie'eema/ n, pi empyemata /-mata/, empyemas the 
presence of pus in a bodily cavity [LL, fr Gk empyema] - empyemic 
/-mik/ adj 

empyreal /.cmpie'rce al/ adj celestial [LL empynus, empyreus, fr LGk 
empynos, fr Gk en in f pyr fire] 

empyrean /,empie'ree-an/ adj or n (oO the highest heavenly sphere in 
ancient and medieval cosmology 

emu /'eemyooh/ n a swift-running Australian flightless bird [modif of Pg 
ema rhea] 

emulate /’emyoo.layt/ vt I rival 2 2 to imitate closely, approach 
equality with, spei'if to imitate by means of an emulator [L aemulatus, 
pp of aemulan, fr acmulus rivalling] - emulation /-'laysh(a)n/ n, emulat- 
ive /'cmyoolativ/ adj 

emulator /'cmyoo.layto/ n a piece of hardware or software that permits 
programs written for one computer to be run on another, usu newer, 
computer [fmuiatl * ’-or] 

emulous /'emyoobs/ adj ambitious or eager to emulate ~ emulously 
adv 

emulsify /I'muisifie/ vt to convert (eg an oil) into an emulsion > 
emulsiflable adj, emulsifier n, emulsification /-rrkaysh(3)n/ n 
'emulsion /i'mulsh(a)n/ n 1 (the state oO a substance (e g fat in milk) 
consisting of one liquid dispersed m droplets throughout another liquid 
(^ paint} 2 suspension 2b, esp a suspension of a silver compound in 
a gelatin solution or other solid medium for coating photographic plates, 
film, etc — y camira [NL emulsion-, emulsio, fr L emulsus, pp of 
emulgere to milk out, fr e- + mulgere to milk, akin to OE melcan to milk, 
Gk amelgein] - emulsive /-siv/ adj 
’emulsion vt to paint (c g a wall) with emulsion paint 
en, n /en/ n the width of the body of a piece of type beanng the letter n 
used as a unit of measure of printed matter, one half of an em 
'en- also em- prefix ( - vb) 1 put into or onto <cmbed> (enthrone}-, go into 
or onto (embus} (entram} 2 cause to be (enslave} (ennch} 3 provide 
with (empower) (enfranchise} 4 so as to cover (engulf), thoroughly 
(entangle} USE usu em before b. m, or p [ME, fr OF, fr L in-, im-, 
fr in] 

*en- also em- prefix in, within (energy} - usu em- before b, m, or p 
(empathy} [ME, fr L, fr Gk, fr en in - more at in] 

'-en also -n /-(3)n/ suffix (n - adj) made of, consisting of 
(earthen} (wooden} [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG -in made of, L -inus of 
or belonging to, Gk -inos made of, of or belonging to] 

’-en suffix (n, adj -* vb) la cause to be (sharpen} (embolden} b cause to 
have (heighten} 2a become (steepen} b come to have (lengthen} [ME 
-nen, fr OE -man, akin to OHG -inon -en] 

enable /m'aybl/ vt 1 to provide with the means or opportunity 2 to 
make possible, practical, or easy 

enact /in'akt/ vt 1 to make into law 2 ^o act out, play - enaction 
/-sh(a)n/ n, enactment n 

'enamel /I'naml/ vt -11- (NAm -1-, -11-), /i^aml-ing/ to cover, inlay, or 
decorate with enamel [ME enamelen, fr enamailler, fr en- + esmail 
enamel, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG smelMn to melt - more at *smei t] 

- enameler n, enamellst n 

’enamel n 1 a usu opaque glassy coating applied to the surface of metal, 
glass, or pottery 2 sthg enamelled; esp enamelware 3 a substance 
compt^ of calcium phosphate that forms a thin hard layer capping the 
teeth diof^tion 4 a paint that dries with a glossy appearance 5 
chiefhj NAm an often coloured coating applied to the nails to give them 
a smooth or glossy appearance; nail varnish 
e'nametwere /-.weo/ n metal household or kitchen utensils coated with 
enamel 

•namour, NAm chiefly enamor /i'nama/ vt to inspire with love or liking 

- usu pass + of [ME enamouren, fr OF enamourer, fr en- + amour love 

- more at amour] 

anantlomar /i'nanti-ama/ n an enantiomorph [Gk enantios + E -mer] 

- enantiomeric A'merik/ adj 
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•nantiomorph /rnanti-3,mawf/ n either of a pair of chemical com- 
pounds or crystals whose molecular structures have a mirror-image 
relationship to each other [Gk enantios opposite (fr enantt facing, fr cn 
in I a/i/f against) 4 ISV -mo/pA] - enantiomorphic /-'mawfik/ enanti- 
omorphtem n, eaantiomorphoua adj 

enarthroais /.enah'throhsis/ n, pi enarthroses /-seer/ ball- 
AND-SOCKRT JOINT (NL, fr Gk enarthrosis] 

an bloc /,om 'blok (Fr d bbk)/ adv or adj as a whole, in a mass |F] 
Encaenia /en'seem a, -nya/ n pi but sing or pi m constr an annual 
university ceremony (eg at Oxford) of commemoration [NL. fr L. 
dedication festival, fr Gk enkainia, fr en in ^ kainos new - more at in, 
recent] 

encamp /m'kamp/ vt to place or establish in a camp vi to set up or 
occupy a camp 

en'campment /-mant/ n the place where a group (e g a body of troops) 
IS encamped; a camp [encamp ^ -ment] 
encapsulate /in'kapsyoo,layt/ vt 1 to enclose (as lO m a capsule 2 to 
epitomize, condense ^v/ to become encapsulated - encapsulation 
/-'laysh(3)n/ n 

encase /m'kays/ vt to enclose (as lO m a case - encasement n 
encash /in'kash/ vt, Br cash I - fml - encashment n 
encaustic /en'kawstik. -'kos-/ n (a decorative technique using) a paint 
made from pigment mixed with melted beeswax and resin and fixed by 
heat after application [encaustic, adj, fr L. encausticus, fr Gk enkausttkos, 
fr enkaiein to bum in, fr en- + kaiein to bum - more at caustic] - 
encaustic adj 

•ence /-(3)ns/ suffix (vb n) I action or process of <e/ncrgcncc>, also 
instance of (a specified action or process) (reference) (reminisctnce^f 2 
quality or state of (dependence} (somnolence} [ME, fr OF, fr L -entia, 
fr -cnt-, -ens, prp ending + -la -y] - -ent suffix (vb ^ adj or n) 
'enceinte /on'sant (Fr usft)/ adj pregnant ^ [MF. fr (assumed) VL 
incienta, alter of L incient-, inciens being with young, fr in i -cient, -ctens 
(akin to Gk kyein to be pregnant) - more at cAVt] 

’enceinte n (an area enclosed by) a line of fortification [F, fr OF, 
enclosing wall, fr enceindre to surround, fr L mcmgere, fr in- ^ cingere 
to gird - more at t inciure] 

encephal-, encephalo- comb form brain (encephalitis) [F encephal-, fr 
Gk cnkephal-, fr enkephalos] 
encephalic /.ensiTalik/ adj of the brain 

encephalitis /,in,scf9'liet9S/ n, pi encephalitides /-'lita,deez/ inflamma- 
tion of the brain, usu caused by infection [NL] - encephalitic /-'litik/ 
adj 

encephalogram /en'sef(3)bgrani/ n an X-ray picture of the brain made 
by encephalography [ISV] 

encephalograph /in'sef(j)b,grahf, -,graf/ n 1 an encephalogram 2 an 
elect roencephalograph 

encephalography /in,sef(9)rografi/ n X-ray photography of the brain 
after the cerebrospinal fluid has been replaced by a gas (e g air) [ISV] 
en,cephalo, myelitis /-.mie a'hetas/ n inflammation of both the brain 
and spinal cord [NL] 

encephalon /en'seftallon/ n, pi encephala /-b/ the vertebrate brain 
[NL, fr Gk enkephalos, fr en in 4 kephale head - more at in. 
cephalic] 

enchant /m'chahnt/ vt 1 to bewitch 2 to attract and move deeply, 
delight (ME enchanten, fr MF enchanter, fr L incantare, fr in- 4 cantare 
to sing • more at chant] - enchantment n 
enchanter /in'chahnta/ n a sorcerer [enchant * '-ek] 
en.chanter's 'nightshade n any of several slender European pSiints 
that bear small whitish-pink flowers 
enchanting /in'chahnting/ adj charming - enchantingly adv 
enchantress /m'chahntns/ n a sorceress 

enchase /in'chays/ vt to ornament with raised or incised work (e g by 
engraving or inlaying) [ME enchasen to emboss, fr MF enchasser to 
enshnne, set, fr en- 4 chasse reliquary, fr L capsa case - more at 
'case] 

enchilada /.enchi'lahda/ n a tortilla spread with a meat filling, rolled up, 
and covered with a chilli sauce [AmerSp] 
enchiridion /.enkie'ndion/ n, p/enchlridia /-di-a/ a handbook, manual 
[LL, fr Gk enchetridion, fr en in + chdr hand - more at in, chir-J 
encipher /in'siefa/ vt to convert <a message) into a cipher 
encircle /in'suhkl/ vt 1 to form a circle round; surround 2 to move or 
pass completely round > encirclement n 
enclave /'enklayv/ n a territorial or culturally distinct unit enclosed 
within foreign territory [F, fr MF, fr enclaver to enclose, fr (assumed) VL 
inclavare to lock up, fr L in- 4 clavis key - more at clavici e] 


enclitic /in'kiitik/ adj, of a word or particle being without independent 
accent and forming part of the preceding word (e g not in cannot) [LL 
encliticus, fr Gk enklitikos, fr enkimesthai to lean on, fr en- + klmetn to 
lean - more at lean] - enclitic n, encllticnlly adv 
enclose also Inclose /m'klohz/ vt la(l) to close in completely, surround 
/ ^ d the field with a high fence} (2) to fence off (common land) for 
individual use h to hold in, confine 2 to include in a package or envelope, 
esp along with sthg else (a cheque is ^6 herewith} [ME enclosen, prob 
fr enclos enclosed, fr MF, pp of enclore to enclose, fr (assumed) VL 
inclaudere, alter of L includere - more at inct ude] » 

enclosure /in'kiohzha/ n 1 enclosing or being enclosed 2 sthg that 
encloses 3 sthg enclosed- e g a sthg included in the same envelope or 
package as a letter b an area of enclosed ground, esp one reserved for a 
certain class of spectator in a sports ground 

encode /in'kohd/ vt to convert (e g a body of information) from one 
system of communication into another; esp to convert (a message) into 
code - encoder n 

encomiast /cn'kohmi,ast/ n one who praises in encomiums [Gk 
enkomiastes, fr enkomiazcin to praise, fr enkomion] - encomiaatic 
/-‘astik/ adj 

encomium /en'kohmi am, -myam/ n, pi encomiums, encomia /-mi-a, 
-mya/ a usu formal expression of warm or high praise, a eulogy [L. fr Gk 
enkomion, fr en in ♦ komos revel, celebration] 
encompass /in'kumpas/ vt 1 to form a circle about, enclose 2 to 
include (a plan that ^ cs a number of aims} ~ encompassment n 
'encore /'ong.kaw/ n (an audience’s appreciative demand for) a per- 
former's reappearance to give an additional or repeated performance [F, 
still, again] 

’encore vt to call for an encore of or by 

'encounter /in'kownta/ vt la to meet as an adversary or enemy b to 
engage in conflict with 2 to meet or come across, esp unexpectedly [ME 
encountren, fr OF encontrer, fr ML incontrare, fr LL incontra towards, 
fr L in- 4 contra against - more at Vxjunter] 

’encounter n 1 a meeting or clash between hostile factions or people 2 
a chance meeting 

en'counter .group n a group of people who meet to try and develop 
greater sensitivity to their own and one another's feelings 
encourage /m'kunj/ vt 1 to inspire with courage, spint, or hope 2 to 
spur on (they were - d /o paint by their parents} 3 to give help or 
patronage to (e g a process or action); promote (many companies 
union membership} [ME encoragen, fr MF encoragier, fr OF, ft en- 4 
corage courage] - encouragement n, encouragingly adv 
encroach /in'krohch/ w I to enter gradually or by stealth into the 
possessions or nghts of another, intrude, trespass 2 to advance beyond 
the usual or proper limits USE usu + on or upon [ME encrochen to get. 
seize, fr MF encrochier, fr OF. fr en- ♦ croc, croche hook - more at 
CROC met] - encroachment n 

encrust also incrust /in'krust/ vt to cover, line, or overlay with a crust, 
esp of jewels or precious metal — vi to form a crust [prob fr L incrustare, 
fr m- 4 crusra crust] 

encrustation /,enkru'staysh(a)n/ n an incrustation 
encumber /in'kumba/ vt 1 to weigh down, burden 2 to impede or 
hamper the function or activity of 3 to burden with a legal claim (-an 
estate} [ME encombren, fr MF encombrer, fr OF, fr en- 4 (assumed) OF 
combre defensive barner of felled trees] 

encumbrance /m'kumbrans/ n 1 sthg that encumbers, an impediment 
2 a claim (e g a mortgage) against property 
-ency /-( 9 )nsi/ sulfix (-» n) quality or state of (despondency} [ME 
-encie, fr L -entia - more at -cnce] 

encyclical /en'siklikl/ n a papal letter to the bishops of the church as 
a whole or to those in 1 country [encyclical (adj) sent to many persons 
or places, fr LL encycheus, modif of Gk enkykiios circular, general, fr en 
in 4 kykios circle, wheel] 

encyclopedia, encyclop^la /in.siekl3'peedi-a, -dya/ n a work contain- 
ing general information on all branches of knowledge or comprehensive 
information on 1 branch, usu in articles arranged alphabetically by subject 
[ML encyclopaedia course of general education, fr Gk enkykiios paideia 
general education] - cncyclopediat /-'peedist/ n 
encyclopedic, encyclopaedic /in.siekb'pecdik/ adt (suggestive) of an 
encyclop^ta or its methods of treating a subject; comprehensive (an ^ 
memory} - encyclopedically adv 

en,cyclo'pe,diam, encyclopacdiam /-'pee,diz(a)m/ n encyclopedic 
knowledge 

encyat /en'sist/ vb to enclose or become enclosed (as lO in a cyst - 
encyitment n, encystation /,cnsrstaysh(a)n/ n 
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'end /end/ n la the part of an area that lies at the boundary (^thc north 
of the viUagey, also the farthest point from where one is < 1/5 at the 
other of the garden} b(l) the point that marks the extent of sthg in 
space or time, the limit <a/ the ~ of the day} (2) the point where sthg 
ceases to exist (yrorld without ^ > c either of the extreme or last parts 
lengthways of an object that is appreciably longer than it is broad <a pencil 
with a point at either 2a (the events, sections, etc immediately 
preceding) the cessation of action, activity, or existence <rAe ^ of the play 
was Its weakest part} <^at the -t- of the war} b the final condition, esp 
death <//ie ^ being oblivion} 3 sthg left over, remnant 4 an aim or 
purpose S sthg or sby extreme of a kind; the ultimate 6a either half of 
a games pitch, court, etc (^change ^ s ar halftime} b a period of action 
or turn to play in bowls, curling, etc 7 a particular part of an undertaking 
or organization ithe advertising of a business} USE (5<ft 7) infml [ME 
eade, fr OE; akin to OHG enti end, L ante before, Gk anti against] > ended 
- in the end ultimately - no end 1 exceedingly 2 an endless amount, 
a huge quantity - on end 1 'upright (^tunied the table on end to get it 
through the door} 2 without a stop or letup <// rained for days on 
end) 

*end vt 1 to bnng to an end 2 to destroy ^ vi 1 to come to an end 2 to 
reach a specified ultimate situation, condition, or rank - often * up < ^ed 
up as a colonef} 

•end adj final, ultimate results} markets } 
end-, endo- /end-/ comb form 1 within, inside <ien6oskeleton} - compare 
F.CT-, Exo- 1 2 taking in, absorbing (^endothermal} [F. fr Gk, fr endon 
within, fr en in + -don (akin to L domus house) - more at in. tim 
ber] 

endanger /m'daynja/ vt to bnng into or expose to danger or peril - 

eadangennent n 

en'dengered adj threatened with extinction < ^ species} 
enderterectomy /,end,ahta'rektami/ n surgical removal of the inner 
layer of an artery when it 1 $ thickened and fatty [NL endartenum intirna 
of an artery (fr end- ^ artena artery) + E -ectomy] 

'end, brain /-.brayn/ n the front subdivision of the forebrain 
endear /in'dia/ vt to cause to become beloved or admired •• often + to 
- endearingly adv 

en'dearment /-mant/ n a word or act (e g a caress) expressing affection 

[endear f -MENt] 

'endeavour, NAm chiefly endeavor /in'deva/ vt to attempt by exertion 
or effort, try 4 - usu ♦ infin, fml <"^ing to control her disgust} [ME 
endeveren to exert oneself, fr en- ♦ dever duty, fr OF deveir, fr devoir, 
deveir to owe, be obliged, fr L debere - more at debt] 

•endeavour, NAm chiefly endeavor n senous determined effort (fields of 
^ >; also an instance of this - fml 

'endemic /en'demik/ adj 1 belonging or native to a particular people or 
region; not introduced or naturalized diseases} (an ^ species of 
plant} 2 regularly occurring in or associated with a particular topic or 
sphere of activity [F endemique, fr endemic endemic disease, ft Gk 
endemia action of dwelling, fr endemos endemic, fr en in + demos people, 
populace - more at demagogue) - endemically adv, endemicity 
/.ende'misati/ n, endemism /'enda.miz(3)m/ n 
•endemic n an endemic disease or species 
endergonic /.enduh'gomk/ adj requiring expenditure of energy 
biochemical reactions} [end- Gk ergon work - more at work] 
endermic /en'duhmik/ adj acting by direct application to or through the 
skin - endermicnlly adv (u 

'end .game n the final stage of a (specif chess) game, esp when forces have 
been greatly reduced - compare opening, middle game 
ending /ending/ n 1 the last part of a book, film, etc 2 one or more 
letters or syllables added to a word base, esp as an inflection 
endive /en.d}ev/ n 1 an annual or biennial composite plant that 
resembles a lettuce and has bitter leaves used in salads 2 NAm the 
developing crown of chicory when blanched for use as a salad plant [ME, 
fr MF, ft LL endivia, fr LGk entubion, ft L intubus] 
endless /endlis/ adj 1 (seeming) without end 2 extremely numerous 3 
of a belt, chain, etc that is jomed to itself at its ends - endlessly adv, 
endlessness n 

'end .line n a line marking an end or boundary, esp of a playing area 
endmost /endimohst/ adj situated at the very end, farthest 
endo* comb form 1 - see end- 2 forming a bridge between 2 atoms in 
a cyclic system 

endocarditis /.endohkah'dietas/ n inflammation of the lining and valves 
of the heart [NL] 

endocardium /.endohltahdi'am/ n, pi endocardia /idi a/ a thin mem- 


brane lining the cavities of the heart [NL. ft end- + Gk kardia heart] - 
endocardial adj 

endocarp /'enda,kahp. -doh-/ n the inner layer of the pericarp of a fruit 
[F endocarpe] - endocarpal /-'kahpl/ adj 
'endocrine /endohknn, -knen, -da-/ adj 1 producing secretions that are 
discharged directly into the bloodstream <'« system} - compare exo- 
crine 1 2 of or being an endoenne gland or its secretions hormone} 
[ISV end- Gk knnein to separate - more at certain] 

•endocrine n 1 a hormone - no longer in technical use 2 endocrine, 
endocrine gland the thyroid, pituitary, or other gland that produces an 
endoenne secretion — ^ digest ion 

endocrinology /.endohkn'nolaji, -kne-/ n physiology and medicine 
dealing with (diseases oO the endoenne glands [ISV] - endocrinologist 
/-'nobjist/ n, endocrinologic /.endohknna'lojik, -kne-, -da-/, endocrino- 
logical adj 

endocytosis /.endohsie'tohsis/ n the uptake and incorporation of 
extracellular substances into a cell by phagocytosis or pinocytosis - 
compare exocytosis [NL. fr end- + -cytosis (as in phagocytosis)] - 
endocytotic /-'totik/ adj, endocytotically adv 
endoderm /'endoh,duhm/ n the innermost of the germ layers of an 
embryo that 1$ the source of the epithelium of the digestive tract and its 
denvatives [F endoderme, fr end- ^ Gk derma skin - more at derm-] - 
endodermal /-'duhml/ adj, endodermally adv 

endoergic /.endoh'uhjik/ adj endothermic < ^ nuclear reactions} \end- 
^ erg- + -ic] 

endogamy /en'dogami/ n marnage within one's tribe - compare 
EXOGAMY - endogamous adj 

endogenous /en'dojmas/ also endogenic /.endoh jenik/ adj I growing 
from or on the inside 2 onginating within the body - endogenously 
adv 

endogeny /en'dojani/ n growth within or from a deep-seated layer 
endolymph /’cndoh.limf/ n the watery fluid in the membranous labyr- 
inth of the car [ISV] - endolymphatic /-lim’faiik/ adj 
endometrium /.endoh'meetn am/ n, />/ endometria /-tn a/ the mucous 
membrane lining the uterus [NL, fr end- 1 Gk metra uterus, fr metr-, 
meter mother - more at mother] - endometrial adj 
endomorph /'endoh.mawf/ n 1 a crystff enclosed in a crystal of a 
different type 2 a person having a heavy rounded build, often with a 
marked tendency to fat [ISV; (2) endoderm * -morph] - endomorphy n, 
endomorphic /-'mawfik/ adj, endomorphism /-'mawfiz(.‘>)m/ n 
endoparasite /.cndoh'par^siet/ n a parasite that lives in the internal 
organs or tissues of its host - compare Ff'ToPARAsiiL [ISV] -- endopara- 
sitism /-si,tiz(3)m, -,sieti/(;>)m/ n 

endophyte /endoh, fiet/ n a plant that lives within another plant [ISV] 

- endophytic /-'fitik/ adj 

endoplasm /endoh, plaz(3)m/ n the inner relatively fluid part of (he 
cytoplasm of a cell - compare i-ctopiasm 1 [ISV] - endoplasmic 
/-'plazmik/ adj 

endoradiosonde /.endoh'raydioh.sond/ n a tiny electronic device 
introduced into the body to record physiological data 
'end .organ n a structure (e g a muscle or sense organ) at the end of a 
nerve path 

endorse /m'daws/ vt la to wnte on the back of b to wnte (one's 
signature) on a cheque, bill, or note 2 to express approval of, support, 
specif, chiefly NAm to express support for (e g a political candidate) 
publicly 3 Br to record on (c g a dnving licence) particulars of an offence 
committed by the holder [alter of obs endpss, fr ME endosen, ft MF 
endosser, fr OF, to put on the back, fr en- f dos back, ft L dorsum] - 
endorsable adj, endorsement n, endorser n, eadorsee /in.daw'see, .endaw'- 
see/ n 

endoscope /end3,skohp/ n an instrument for looking inside a hollow 
organ (e g the rectum or urethra) [ISV] * endoscopic /-'skopik/ adj, 
endoscopically adv, endoscopy /cn'doskapi/ n 

endoskeleton /.endoh'skehtn/ n an internal skeleton or supporting 
framework in an animal - endoskeletal A'skelitl/ adj 
endosmosis /.endoz'mohsis/ n passage of matenal through a membrane 
from a region of lower concentration to a region of higher concentration 

- compare exosmosis [alter, of obs endosmose, fr F, ft end- f Gk osmos 
act of pushing, fr othein to push; akin to Skt vadhati he stnkes] - 
endosmotic /-'motik/ adj, endosnoticnlly adv 

endosperm /'endoh, spuhm/ n a nounshing tissue in seed plants that is 
formed within the embryo sac [F endosperme, ft end- ^ Gk sperma seed 

- more at sperm] - endospermic /-'spuhmik/ adj, endospermous adj 
endospore /'en^,spaw/ n an asexual spore developed within a single 
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cell, esp in bactena [ISV] - endoaporic /-'sponk/ adj, endoaporoiu 
/en'dosparas, .endoh'spawras/ adj 

endothelium /.endoh'theeli-am/ n, pi endothelia /-li-a/ an inner layer 
(c g of epithelium or a seed coat) [NL, fr end- + epithelium] - endothelial 
adj, endotheloid /-'thceloyd/ adj 

endothermic /.endoh'thuhmik/, endotbermal /-'thuhml/ adj character- 
ized by or formed with absorption of heat [ISV] 
endow /m'dow/ vt 1 to provide with a continuing source of income 
a hospital} 2a to provide with an ability or attnbute ed with a natural 
grace} b crfhit 3a - usu ^ with [ME endowen, fr AF endouer, fr MF 
en- ^ douer to endow, fr L dotarc, fr dot-, dos gift, dowry - more at 
dowry] 

'en'dowment /-mant/ n 1 sihg endowed, specif the part of an institu- 
tion’s income denvcd from donations 2 a natural quality with which a 
person is endowed [endow + -mint] 

’endowment adj of, being, or involving life insurance under which a 
certain sum is paid to the insured at the end of an agreed period or to a 
specified beneficiary if the insured dies within that penod (an ^ 
policy} (an - mortgage} 

'end, paper /-.paypa/ n a folded sheet of paper forming the front or back 
inside cover and flyleaf of a book 

'end .point n a point marking the completion of (a stage oO a process 
'end-, Stopped adj marked by a pause at the end (an ^ line of 
verse} 

endue /m'dyooh/ vt to provide, endow, also to imbue - usu pass + with, 
fml [ME enduen, fr MF enduire to bnng in. introduce, fr L inducere - 
more at indliceI 

endurance / m'dyixvirans/ n the ability to withstand hardship, adver- 
sity, or stress 

endure /m'dyooa/ vi to continue in the same state; last ^ vr 1 to undergo 
(e g a hardship), esp without giving in 2 to tolerate, pemit [ME enduren, 
fr MF endurer, fr (assumed) VL indurare, fr L, to harden, fr in- ♦ durare 
to harden, endure - more at during] - endurable adj, endurably adv 
'end, ways /-.ways/, 'end,wise /-.wicz/ adv or adj 1 with the end 
forwards (e g towards the observer) 2 in or towards the direction of the 
ends, lengthways 3 upnght, on end (boxes set > 4 end to end (put 
the tables together ^ > 

-ene /-een/ suffix ( -- n) unsaturated carbon compound <ben/cnc>, esp 
aliphatic carbon compound with 1 double bond (ethylene} [ISV, fr Gk 
-enc, fern of -enos, adj suffix] 

enema /'emma/ n. pi enemas also enemata /.eni'mahta/ 1 injection of 
liquid into the intestine by way of the anus (e g to ease constipation) 2 
material for injection as an enema [LL, fr Gk. fr enienai to inject, fr en- 
^ hienai to send - more at ’jet] 

enemy /'enami/ n 1 one who is antagonistic to another, esp one seeking 
to injure, overthrow, or confound an opponent 2 sthg harmful or deadly 
3a sing or pi in constr a military adversary (the undertook guerrilla 
warfare} b a hostile military unit or force [ME enemi, fr OF, fr L 
inimicus, fr in- ‘in- f amicus fnend - more at amiable] 
energetic /.ena'jetik/ adj 1 marked by energy, activity, or vigour 2 
operating with power or effect; forceful 3 of energy <- equation} [Gk 
energetikos, fr energein to be active, fr energos] - energetically adv 
.ener'getics n pi but sing in constr a branch of mechanics that deals 
pnmarily with energy and its transformations 

energ ize, -ise /enajiez/ vf 1 to give energy to; make energetic or 
vigorous 2 to apply energy to so as to facilitate normal operation - 
energizer n 

energy /enaji/ n 1 the capacity of acting or being actnt (great 
intellectual '^>2 natural power vigorously exerted (^voted all his 
energies to it} 3 the capacity for doing work (solar ^ [LL energia, 

fr Gk energeia activity, fr energos active, fr en in ^ ergon work - more 
at 'work] 

'energy .level n 1 any of the stable states of constant energy that may 
be assumed by a physical system - used esp with reference to the quantum 
states of electrons in atoms and of nuclei 2 any of the divisions of a food 
chain defined by the method of obtaining food - compare trophic 
food 

enervate /'ena.vayt/ vt to lessen the mental or physical strength or 
vitality of; weaken [L enervatus, pp of enervare, fr e- 4 nervus smew - 
more at nerve] - enervate, enervated atfj, enervation /-'vaysh(a)n/ n 
en famine /on fa'mee (Fr a famixj)/ adv all together as a family 
[F] 

enfant terrible /.onfonh te'reebla (Fr ofo trribl)/ n, pi enfbnts terribles 
/^ / a person whose remarks or unconventional actions cause embarrass- 
ment [F, lit , terrifying child] 


enfeeble /m'feebl/ vt to make feeble [ME enfeblen, fr MF aifebJir, fr 
OF, fr en- f febJe feeble] - enfecblement n 

enfeoff /in'feef/ vt to invest with a fief, fee, etc [ME enfeoffen, fr AF 
enfeoffer, fr OF en- ♦ fief] - enfeoffment n 
enfetter /en'feta/ vt to bind in fetters; chain 
enfilade /.enfi'layd/ vt or n (to subject to) gunfire directed along the 
length of an enemy battle line [F, fr enfiter to thread, enfilade, fr OF, to 
thread, fr en- f fi! thread, fr L filum\ vb fr n] 
enfold /in'fohid/ vt 1 to wrap up, envelop 2 to clasp in the arms; 
embrace 

.enforce /in'faws/ vt I to give greater force to (eg an argument); 
reinforce 2 to impose, compel <->- obedience from them} 3 to cause (a 
rule or law) to be earned out effectively [ME enforcen, fr MF enforcier, 
fr OF, fr en- + force] - enforceable adj, enforcement n, enforcer n, 
enforceability /-sa'bilati/ n 

enfranchise /m'franchiez/ vt 1 to set free (e g from slavery) 2a to 
admit to the nght of voting b to admit (a municipality) to political 
privileges, esp the nght of Parliamentary representation [ME enfran- 
chisen, fr MF cnfranchiss-, stem of enfranchir, fr OF, fr en- 4- franc free 
- more at frank] - enfranchisement n 
engage /in'gayj/ vt la to attract and hold (sby's thoughts, attention, etc) 
b to interlock with, cause to mesh 2a to arrange to employ (sby) b to 
arrange to obtain the services of c to order (a room, seat, etc) to be kept 
for one; reserve 3a to hold the attention of; engross (her work ^s her 
completely} b to induce to participate, esp in conversation 4a to enter 
into contest with (--’ the enemy fleet} b to bnng together or interlock 
(e g weapons) ~ vj 1 to pledge oneself, promise 2 to occupy one's time; 
participate (at university he ^ din gymnastics} 3 to enter into conflict 
(the fleets ^ d m the Atlantic) 4 to be or become interlocked or meshed 
[ME engagen, fr MF engagier, fr OF, fr en- f gage] 
angagd /.ong ga'zhay (Fr aga3e)/ adj actively involved or committed 
(politically) [F, pp of engager to engage, fr MF engagier] 
engaged /m'gayjd/ adj 1 involved in activity, occupied 2 pledged to be 
married 3 chiefly Br a in use (the telephone is ^} h reserved, booked 
(this table is ^} 

en'gagement /-mant/ n 1 an agreement to marry, a betrothal 2 a 
pledge 3a a promise to be present at a certain time and place b 
employment, esp for a stated time 4 a hostile encounter between military 
forces [engage + -ment] 

engaging /m'gayjing/ adj attractive, pleasuig - engagiagly adv 
engender /in'jcnda/ vt to cause to exist or develop, produce (angry 
words ~ stnfe} [ME engendren, fr MF engendrer, fr L ingenerare, fr m- 
4 generare to generate] 

engine /'enjm/ n 1 a mechanical tool (a temble ^ of war} 2 a machine 
for converting any of vanous forms of energy into mechanical force and 
motion 3" CAR 3 a railway locomotive [ME engin, fr OF, fr L 
ingenium natural disposition, talent, fr m- -4 gignere to beget - more at 
kin] - enginelcss adj 

-engined /-enjind/ comb form ( - adj) having (such or so many) engines 
</h>n/-engincd cars} (four-engjned planes} 

'engineer /.enji'ma/ n 1 a soldier who carnes out engineenng work 2a 
a designer or builder of engines b a person who us trained in or follows 
as a profession a branch of engineenng c a person who starts or carries 
through an enterprise, esp by skilful or artful contnvance (the of the 
agreement} 3 a person who runs or supervises an engine or apparatus 
’engineer vt 1 to lay out, construct, or manage as an engineer 2 to 
contnve, plan, or guide, usu with subtle skill and craft 
engineering /.enji'manng/ n 1 the art of managing engines 2 the 
application of science and mathematics by which the properties of matter 
and the sources of energy in nature are made useful to human beings 
enginery /'enjinn/ n machines and tools; machinery 
'English /’mg glish/ adj (charactenstic) of England [ME, fr OE englisc, 
fr Engle (pi) Angles] - Eaglislmian n, Engliahiiett n 
’English n la the Germanic language of the people of Bntain, the USA, 
and most Commonwealth countries language b English lan- 
guage, literature, or composition as an academic subject 2 pi in constr the 
people of England 

English bond n a masonry bond in which alternate courses consist of 
all headers or all stretchers building 

English cross bond n a modification of the English bond in which the 
joints between the bneks in the stretcher courses are not directly above 
each other 

.English 'horn n, chiefly NAm cor anglais [trans of It como 
inglese] 
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1 The blue whale is found throughout 
the world's oceans and has declined in 
numbers due to uncontrolled hunting 
for Its meat and blubber. Whale 
hunting is now regulated by an 
International Convention. However, 
the blue whale is further threatened by 
commercial fishing for krill on which it 
feeds. 



I The sea otter lives along the sheltered 
coasts of Alaska and California. It 
suffered near-extinction in the early 
1 970s as a result of extensive hunting 
for Its highly valued fur. 



7 The aye-aye inhabits the coastal 
rainforests of northern Madagascar 
and IS one of the world's rarest 
mammals. It was feared by Malagasy 
villagers and was killed on sight. 
Gradual destruction of the rainforests 
for agriculture has further 
reduced stocks. 








6 The green turtle is widespread in warm 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian seas but is 
seriously threatened by over- 
exploitation for Its meat, eggs, and hide. 


3 The giant anteater lives in the tropical 
grasslands of Central and South 
America and, with other creatures, is 
threatened by the development of large 
areas of grassland for farming and the 
building of roads, railways, and towns. 




4 The chinchilla inhabits arid regions of 
the Andes in South America and was 
hunted almost to extinction for its fur. 
It is now protected in Chile and widely 
bred in captivity. 


Endangered species 

Extinction is a natural process but it has been accelerated in 
recent centuries by human intervention. The greatest threat 
to wildlife is from the destruction of their natural habitats 
for urban, industrial, and agricultural development. 

However, excessive exploitation by hunting for skins and 
meat, pollution of water, and upsetting the natural 
equilibrium by introducing species to new regions, are 
factors that have endangered countless species of plant and 
animal life. 


5 The gorilla lives in the lowland and 
mountainous regions of western Africa. 
Its survival in the wild is threatened by 
agricultural development and by the 
demand for apes by zoos and research 
scientists. 



8 The Pyrenean desman lives by 
watercourses in the Pyrenees and 
mountains of northern Spain and 
Portugal, it is threatened with 
extinction as a result of pollution of the 
rivers and marshes, which poisons its 
food supply and prevents adequate 
oxygenation of the water. 
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10 The Calabrian primrose is found only in 
southern Italy and has been reduced in 
numbers to near-extinction by the 
grazing of farm animals and by picking. 


9 The heath fritillary is found in 
woodland and on heaths in southern 
England Its numbers were reduced 
when specimens of butterflies and 
caterpillars were too freely taken by 
collectors and it is now disappearing 
rapidly as more areas of its habitat 
are taken for land development. 






% 


1 1 The leopard is found in the forest and 
savannas of Africa and southern Asia. 
Because of its valuable skin, the 
leopard's future is seriously threatened. 
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1 2 The Japanese crane inhabits the wide 
marshlands of Japan and Manchuria. 
Its numbers have been diminished by 
hunting and by the loss of its habitat 
to land development. 


f * 




14 The kakapo lives mainly on tht '’oor of 
mossy beech forests in New Zealand. 

It is threatened with extinction because 
of deforestation and predation by 
introduced species such as the dingo. 


1 3 The giant panda lives in the bamboo 
forests of mountainous regions in 
western China. It is at risk because it 
/ has a restricted habitat and its food 
A supply IS declining. 


1 5 The Komodo dragon is found in the 
woods and open grasslands of 
Indonesia. Hunting of the lizard is 
restricted but its food supply is being 
jeopardized by the continued hunting 
of deer and wild pigs. 


16 The Cooktown orchid is an epiphytic 
plant living on humus in the northern 
Australian rainforests. It has been 
endangered by the over-picking of 
plants for sale and cultivation. 
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Our limited energy resources 

By the middle of the next century it is 
expected that the world's reserves of 
oil, gas, and uranium* will be almost 
or completely exhausted, although 
coal IS likely to be available for at least 
another 200 years 


* The isotope of uranium iU235) used by 
conventional nuclear power stations constitutes 
only a small proportion of naturally occurring 
uranium, most of which is unfissionable U238 
If breeder reactors are developed, U238 which 
IS currently unused could provide power and 
more fuel m the form of plutonium The world's 
supply of uranium would then last another 
1 ,000 years 


flarestack for 
burning excess 
gas 


drilling derrick 


pipe 

racks cranes for moving 
heavy machinery 


sea bed 300 
metres 




oil pipeline 
to shore 


gas pocket 

^ oil bearing rock 

400 metres / 

Oil production platform 

Oil (petroleum) and natural gSs are the result of the 
decomposition of lifeforms fi^m the Carboniferous 
age. Gas often forms pocket$ over layers of 
oil-bearing rock, and its pressure forces oil up the 
borehole to the wellhead. Only about 25% of the 
oil can be recovered in this way - another 1 0% or 
less may be recovered by pumping gas or water 
into the deposit, but the rest is not economically 
obtainable by current methods. 
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Nuclear power 

Nuclear power stations are similar in 
principle to conventional stations in 
that water is heated to steam to drive 
turbines which, in turn, produce 
electricity. However, the heating 
process, instead of burning oil or gas, 
is the fission of uranium 235 nuclei in 
a central core (the reactor). The 
substance surrounding the core and 
transferring heat to the steam 
generator may be water or gas, and is 
usually called the coolant. 


In the secondary circuit heat is 
transferred from the coolant to 
water circulating through the 
steam generator. 


In the primary circuit 
radioactive coolant is 
pumped under 
pressure around the 
uranium core and 
thence to the sfe&wi 
generator 


nuclear reactor in -- 
coolant bath 


concrete and biological 
shields 



electricity to 
National Grid 
system 


The energy of the 
steam thus produced 
drives turbines 
which in turn 
generate electricity. 
The spent steam is 
condensed and 
returned to the 
steam generator. 
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Energy-saving house 

There are many measures that can be 
taken on a domestic scale to conserve 
and even create energy, some of 
which are shown on this page. The 
design and siting of a house also have 
a part to play in that small windows 
facing north and large windows facing 
south cut heat loss and make 
maximum use of available sunlight as 
a heating agent (passive solar 
heating). 






Solar panel - a solar panel of photovoltaic 
solar cells converts sunlight into electricity 


Greenhouse heating 

Vents in the walls and 
windo A<8 encourage 
convection airflows to heat in 
winter and cool in summer 
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Rocks and masonry absorb heat during 
the day and radiate it at night. The 
greenhouse glass admits short wave 
solar radiation but traps the heat of 
infra red radiation. 



323 


energy<8> 


Solar heat collectors consist of single or double glass panes backed by a 
dark, heat absorbing material When the sun shines on the panels, water 
circulating in fine copper pipes behind the heat absorber is warmed and 
transfers the heat to a heat store (an insulated water tank or in more 
sophisticated systems a chemical tank) Solar heat collectors are usually 
connected to the hot water taps via the heat store but may sometimes be 
linked to central heating radiators 


Insulation cuts down the amount of heat that is lost 
through walls and, particularly, through the roof. 


A heat pump is, in essence, a mechanical device for 
transferring heat from an area of lower temperature to 
one of higher temperature The basic principle is 
similar to that of a refrigerator in that a gas with a low 
boiling point absorbs heat from the soil (which is 
always a few degrees above freezing) and gives up 
that heat when it is compressed under pressure A 
heat pump may also be used to extract heat from air 
or water and can be run on gas or electricity It 
normally supplies the conventional central heating 
radiators 



network of pipes 1 metre below ground level 




solar collectors and solar photosynthesis — plants ocean thermal energy hydroelectricity - the 

panels convert the sun's convert the sun's conversion — the sun's energy constantly 

power into usable heat energy into organic temperature difference raises water by the 

or electricity matter which can be between surface water process of evaporation, 

fermented into alcohol, warmed by the sun and providing the head of 

decomposed for gas, or cold deeper water may water necessary for 

simply burnt in future be used to hydroelectric schemes 

generate electricity 



wave power — the tidal power - where the wind power — efficient water turbine/mill — 

bobbing motion of tidal range is sufficiently wind turbines are now rivers provide energy on a 

waves can be used to great, power can be being developed and relatively domestic scale 

produce electricity generated by harnessing offshore 'wind farms' 

the flow have been proposed 
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Ipumpi 

heat 

heat pump — extracts 
available heat from air, 
water, or earth 
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.English 'setter n any of a breed of gundogs characten^ed by a 
moderately long silky coat 

engorge /in'gawj/ vt to fill (with blood) to the point of congestion — vi 
esp of an insect to suck blood to the limit of body capacity [MF engorgier, 
fr OF, to devour, fr en- + gorge throat - more at gokol] - engorge* 
ment n 

engrailed /in'grayld/ adj made of or bordered by a circle of raised dots 
<an ~ coin} (ME engreled, fr MF engresle, fr en- + gresle slender, fr L 
gracilis] 

engrain /in'grayn/ v/ to ingrain 

engram also engramme /'engram/ n a supposed change in neural tissue 
postulated to account for memory [ISV] - engrammic /en'gramik/ adj 
engrave /in'grayv/ vi la to cut (a design or lettenng) on a hard surface 
(e g metal or stone) with a sharp t(X)l b to impress deeply, as if by 
engraving <rAe incident was in his memory} 2a to cut a design or 
lettering on (a hard surface) for pnntmg, also to print from an engraved 
plate b to photoengrave [MF engraver, fr en- + graver to grave, of Gmc 
origin, akin to OE grafan to grave] - engraver n 
engraving /m'grayvmg/ n (a print made from) an engraved printing 
surface 

engross /m'grohs/ vt la to copy or write in a large hand b to prepare 
the final text of (an official document) 2 to occupy fully the time and 
attention of. absorb rs scholar -^ed in research} <^an ^ing problem} 
[ME engrossen, fr AF engrosser, prob fr ML ingrossare, fr L m * ML 
grossa large handwriting, fr L, fern of grossus thick] - engrosser n, 
engrossment n 

engulf /in'gulf/ v/ 1 to flow over and enclose, overwhelm (the mounting 
seas threatened fo the island/ 2 of an amoeba, phagocytic cell, etc to 
lake in (food) by flowing over and enclosing - engulfment n 
enhance /m'hahns/ vt to improve (e g in value, desirability or attrac- 
tiveness), heighten [ME enhauncen, fr AF cnhauncer, alter of OF 
enhauaer, fr (assumed) VL inaltiare, frL in t alt us high - more at old] 

- enhancement n 

enharmonic /.enhah'monik/ adj of or being notes that arc written 
differently (e g A flat and G sharp) but sound the same in the tempered 
scale [F enharmonique, fr MF, of a scale employing quarter tones, fr Gk 
enarmonios, fr en in » harmonia harmony, scale] - enharmonically 
adv 

enigma /I'mgma/ n 1 intentionally obscure speech or wniing, a nddle 
2 sby or sthg hard to understand or explain, a puzzle [L aenigma, fr Gk 
ainigmat-, ainigma, fr ainissesthai to speak in riddles, fr ainos fable] - 
enigmatic /.enig'maiik/ adj, enigmatically adv 

enjambment, ei^ambcment /in'jam mant (Fr d3abma)/ n the running 
over of a sentence from one verse or couplet into another - compare 
KUN-ON [F enjambement, fr MF, encroachment, fr enjamber to straddle, 
encroach on, fr en- + jambe leg - more at jamb] 
enjoin /in'joyn/ vt 1 to order (sby) to do sthg, command 2 to impose 
(a condition or course of action) on sby 3 to forbid by law, prohibit USE 
fml [ME enjoinen, fr OF enjoindre, fr L injungere, fr in- ^ jungere to join 

- more at yokf] 

enjoy /in'joy/ vt I to take pleasure or satisfaction in 2a to have the use 
or benefit of b to experience (he ~cd good health} [MF enjoir, fr OF, 
fr en- + joir to enjoy, fr L gaudere to rejoice - more at joy] - ei^oyable 
adj, eejoyablenesa n, ei^oyably adv, enjoyment n 
enlace /m'lays/ vt 1 to encircle, enfold 2 to entwine, interlace (MF 
enlacen, fr MF enlacier, fr OF. fr en- f lacier to lace] - enlacement n 
enlarge /in'lahj/ vt 1 to make larger 2 to reproduce in a larger form, 
specif to make a photographic enlargement of ^ v/ 1 to grow larger 2 to 
speak or wnte at length; elaborate - often ♦ on or upon [ME eniargen, 
fr MF enlargier, fr OF, fr en- ^ large] - enlarger n 
en'Iargement /-mant/ n a photographic print that is larger than the 
negative [fnlarciF + -ment] 

enlighten /in'liet<a)n/ vt to cause to understand; free from false 
beliefs 

en'Iightenment /-mant/ n 1 cap an 18th-c movement marked by a 
belief in universal human progress and the importance of reason and the 
sciences - -f rAe 2 nirvana 1 fENLiGHTEN ^ -mext] 
enlist /in'list/ vt 1 to engage (a person) for duty in the armed forces 2a 
to secure the support and aid of you in a good cause} ^ vito enrol 
oneself in the armed forces - enlistment n 

enlisted man n a person in the US armed forces ranking below a 
commissioned or warrant officer 

enliven /in'liev(a)n/ vt to give life, action, spirit, or interest to; animate 

- cnlivenmcnt n 

en masae /.om 'mas (Fr a mas)/ adv in a body; as a whole [F] 


enmesh /m'mesh/ vt to catch or entangle (as if) in a net or mesh - 
enmeshment n 

enmity /'enmiti/ n (a state oO hatred or ill will [ME enmite, fr MF 
enemite, fr OF enemiste, irreg fr enemi enemy] 
ennead /'eniad/ n a group of 9 [Gk ennead-, enneas, fr ennea nine - 
more at ninl] 

ennoble /m'nohbl/ vt 1 to make noble; elevate (believes that hard work 
~s the human spirit j 2 to raise to the rank of the nobility [ME 
ennobelen, fr MF ennobhr, fr OF, fr en- *■ noble] - ennoblement n 
ennui /on'wi (Fr unq i)/ n weanness and dissatisfaction resulting from 
lack of interest or boredom [F, fr OF enui annoyance, fr enuier to 
annoy] 

enology /.ee'nobji/ n oenology - enologist n 
enophile /’eenoh.fiel/ n an oenophile 

enormity /I'nawmati/ n 1 great wickedness (the sheer ^ of the enme} 

2 a ternbly wicked or evil act 3 the quality or stale of being enor- 
mous 

enormous /I'nawmas/ marked by extraordinanly great size, number, 
or degree [L enormis, fr e, ex out of ^ norma rule] - enormously adv, 
enormousness n 

enosis /'enohsis/ n the (proposed) union of Cyprus and Greece [NGk 
henosis, fr Gk, union, fr henoun to unite, fr hen-, heis one] 

'enough /I'nuf/ adj fully adequate in quantity, number, or degree (not ^ 
beer} (was fool - fo believe him} [ME ynough, fr OE genog, akin to 
OHG ginuog enough, both fr a prehistoric Gmc compound whose first 
constituent is represented by OEge- (perfective prefix) and whose second 
IS akin to L nancisci to get. Gk enenkein to carry] 

’enough adv 1 to a fully adequate degree, sufficiently (not cooked long 
^ > 2 to a tolerable degree (he understands well > 

’enough pron, pi enough a sufficient quantity or number < - were present 
to constitute a quorum} (had of their foolishness} 

en passant /.on pa'sonh (Fr a paso)/ ad\ in passing - used in chess of 
the capture of a pawn as it makes a first move of 2 squares by an enemy 
pawn in a position to threaten the first of these squares [F] 
enplane /en'playn/ vt, chiefly NAm to emplane 
en prise /,om 'precz (Fr a pn/)/ adj, of a chess piece exposed to 
capture [F] 

enquire /in'kwie a/ vb to inquire 
enquiry /in’kwie an/ n an inquiry 

enrage /in'rayj/ vt to fill with rage, anger [MF enrager to become mad, 
fr OF enragier, fr en- ^ rage] 

en rapport /.onh ra'paw (Fr a rapo:r)/ adv in harmony or 
agrccmeni [F] 

enrapture /m'rapeha/ vt to fill with delight 

enrich /in’nch/ vt 1 to make rich or ncher, esp in some desirable quality 
(the expenence greatly --ed his life} 2 to adorn, ornament <^ing the 
ceiling with frescoes} 3a to make (soil) more fertile b to improve (a food) 
in nutritive value by adding nutnents (lost in processing) c to increase the 
proportion of a valuable or desirable ingredient in uranium with 
ura/Mu/n 2J5>, a/so to add a desirable substance to natural gas} [ME 
ennehen, fr MF ennehir, fr OF, fr en- nche nch] - enrichcr n, 
enrichment n 

enrol, NAm also enroll /in'rohl/ vb *11* vt 1 to enter on a list, roll, etc 
2 to prepare a final perfect copy of (a bill passed by a legislature) in wntten 
or pnntcd form vi to enrol oneself (^ in the history course} [ME 
enrollen, fr MF enroUer, fr en- + rolle roll, register] - enrolment n 
en route /,on 'looht (Fr d rut)/ adv or adj on or along the way (soon 
they were to the border} [F] 

ensconce /m'skons/ vt to settle (e g oneselQ comfonably or snugly (the 
cat -d Itself in the basket} ['en- ^ ^sconce] 

ensemble /on'sombi (Fr dsdibi)/ n 1 a group constituting an organic 
whole or together producing a single effect e g a concerted music of 2 
or more parts b a complete outfit of matching garments c sing or pi in 
(X)nstr (1) the musicians engaged in the performance of a musical 
ensemble (2) a group of supponing players, singers, or dancers 2 the 
quality of togetherness in performance (the quartet’s ^ was poor) (F, 
fr ensemble together, fr L insimul at the same time, fr in- simul at the 
same time - more at same] 

•nshrine /in'shnen/ vt 1 to enclose (as lO in a shrine 2 to preserve or 
chensh, esp as sacred (they d their leader's memory in their hearts} - 
eBshrinement n 

•nshroud /m'shrowd/ vt to shroud 

ensign /'ensien, sense I naval 'ensan/ n t a flag that is flov^(e g by a 
ship) as the symbol of nationality 2a a standard-bearer b rank 
[ME ensigne, fr MF enseigne^ fr L insignia insignia, flags] 
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ensilage /'ensilij/ n (the process of preserving) fodder (by ensiling) 
ensile /cn'siel, '-/ vt to prepare and store (fodder) for silage in a silo or 
pit (F cnsiler, fr en- + silo, fr Sp] 

enslave /m'slay v/ vt to reduce (as lO to slavery, subjugate - enslavement 
n, enslaver n 

ensnare /tn'sne^/ \t to take (as lO m a snare 
enaue /m'syooh/ w to take place afterwards or as a result [ME ensuen, 
fr MF cnsuivre, fr OF, fr en- * iuivre to follow - more at sue] 
en suite /.on 'sweet (Fr a s q it)/ adv or adj in a set or senes, esp so as 
to form a unit <a bedroom with an - bathroom) [F] 
ensure /m'shooa. -'shaw/ vt to make sure, certain, or safe, guarantee 
[ME ensuren, fr AF enseurer. prob alter of OF aseurer, fr ML assecurare 

- more at assi rf] 

ent-, ento- /cm*/ comb form inner, within (^entoblast) <entoz«i> [NL, fr 
Gk entos within; akin to L intus within, Gk en in - more at in] 
entablature /en'tablacha/ n the upper section of a wail or storey, usu 
supported on columns or pilasters, and in classical orden* consisting of 
architrave, frieze, and cornice ^3** architecture [obs F, modif of It 
mtavolatura, fr intavohre to put on a board or table, fr m- (fr L) + tavola 
board, table, fr L tabula] 

entablement /m'tayblmant/ n a platform that supports a statue and is 
placed above the dado [F, fr OF, fr en- + table] 

'entail /in'tayl/ vt 1 to settle (propeny) so that sale or bequeathal is not 
permitted and inheritance is limited to (a specified class of) the owner's 
lineal descendants 2 to involve or imply as a necessary accompaniment 
or result {the project will ^ considerable expense) [ME entaiien, 
entaillen, fr 'en- < tatle, taille limitation, fr MF taiJIe. fr OF. fr tailher to 
cut. limit - more at tailor] - entailer n, entailment n 
^entail n 1 (the rule fixing) an entailing 2 sthg entailed 
entangle /m'tang gl/ vt entangling /in'tang-gling; also -gl-ing/ 1 to 
make tangled, complicated, or confused 2 to involve in a tangle {become 
^d />? a ruinous lawsuit) - entangler n 
en'tanglement Amant/ n 1 sthg that entangles, confuses, or ensnares 
2 the condition of being deeply involved 
entasis /entasis/ n, pi entases /^seez/ a slight convexity in the outline 
of a vertical architectural member (e g the shaft of a column) [Gk. lit , 
distension, stretching, fr enteinan to stretch tight, fr en- *en- t teinetn to 
stretch “ more at thin] 

entente /on'tont (fr otdzt)/ n 1 a fnendly relationship between 2 o\ 
more countries 2 sing or pi in constr the countnts having an entente [F, 
fr OF, intent, understanding - more at 'intent] 

.entente cordi'ale Aawdi'al, -'dyal (Fr kardjal)/ n entente 1, specif 
that between Bntain and France in 1904 or between Bntam, France, and 
Russia in 1908 [F, lit , cordial entente] 
enter /enta/ vi l to go or come in 2 to register as candidate in a 
competition {decided to for the race) 3 to make a beginning <^ing 
upon a career) vt 1 to go or come into {'^ a room) mg her early 
thirties) 2 to inscribe, register < ~ the names of qualified voters in the 
rolls) 3 to cause to be received, admitted, or considered - often * for{-^ 
a chdd for a public school) 4 to put in, insert 5 to become a member of 
or an active participant in <-*' university) {^ a race) {^ politics) 6 to 
put on record {^ a complaint against his partner) [ME entren, fr OF 
entrer, fr L mtrare, fr intra within; akin to L inter between - more at 
inter-] - cntenible adj - enter into 1 to make oneself a party to or in 
(enter into an important agreement) 2 to participate or share in 
{cheerfully entenng into the household tasks) 
enter- /enta-/, entero- comb form intestine <cnter/r/s) [Gk, fr 
enteron] 

enteric /en'tenk/ adj of the intestines 

enteritis /enta'rietas/ n inflammation of the intestines, esp the human 
ileum, usu marked by diarrhoea [NL] 

enterocoele, enterocoel Antaroh,seel/ n a coelom that forms during 
the development of an embryo as an outgrowth from the cavity inside the 
gastnila - entcmcoelic /-'seelik/ adj, enterocoelous A’seelas/ adj 
enterokinate /,ent(a)roh'kienayz, -nays/ n an enzyme that converts an 
inactive substance secreted into the intestines by the pancreas into trypsin 
PSV] 

•ntgron /entaron/ n the alimentary canal or system, esp of the embryo 
(NL, fr Gk, intestine - more at inter-] 

€nterpriM /’enta.priez/ n 1 a (difficult or complicated) project or 
undertaking 2 a unit of economic organization or activity; esp a business 
organization 3 readiness to engage in enterprises [ME enfe/pnse, fr MF 
entrepriae, fr entreprendre to undertake, fr entre^ inter- *■ prendre to lake 

- more at •prize] - enterpriser n 


enterprising /'ent3.pnezing/ adj marked by initiative and readiness to 
engage in enlerpnses 

entertsin /.enta'tayn/ vt 1 to show hospitality to 2 to be ready and 
willing to think about (an idea, doubt, suggestion, etc) 3 to hold the 
attention of, usu pleasantly or enjoyably, divert 4 to play against (an 
opposing team) on one’s home ground ^ vi to invite guests to esp one's 
home [ME entertinen, fr MF entretenir, fr entre- inter- f tenir to hold 

- more at tenable] - entertainer n 

.entertainment Amant/ n 1 sthg entertaining, diverting, or engaging 
2 a public performance [entertain + -meni] 
enthalpy /'enthalpi, en'thalpi/ n a thermodynamic property of a system 
that IS the total internal energy of the system [en- + Gk thalpein to 
heat] 

enthral, NAm also enthrall /in'thrawl/ vt -II- to hold the complete 
interest and attention of; captivate [ME enthrallen, fr en- f thral thrall] 

- enthralment n 

enthrone /in'throhn/ vt to seat, esp ceremonially, (as lO on a throne - 
enthronement n 

enthuse /m'thyoohz/ vt to make enthusiastic {proposals which 
shocked the orthodox and d the rebellious - TLS) ^ v/ to show 
enthusiasm [back-formation fr enthusiasm] 

enthusiasm /in'thyoohzi,az(a)m/ n 1 keen and eager interest and 
admiration - usu i for or about 2 an object of enthusiasm [Gk 
enthousiasmos, fr enthousiazein to be inspired, fr entheos inspired, fr en- 
4 theos god] 

enthusiast /in'thyoohzi,ast/ n sby filled with enthusiasm, esp sby 
ardently attached to a usu specified cause, object, or pursuit {a cycling 
^ > - enthusiastic /-'astik/ adj, enthusiastically adv 
entice /in'ties/ vt to tempt or persuade by arousing hope or desire [ME 
enticen, fr OF enticier, fr (assumed) VL intitiare, fr L in- ♦ tttio firebrand] 

- enticement n 

entire /in'tie a/ adj 1 having no element or part left out {was alone the 

- day) 2 complete in degree; total {his — devotion to his family) 3a 
consisting of 1 piece; homogeneous {the book is ^ in style) b intact 
{strove to keep the collection -> 4 not castrated [ME, fr MF entir, fr 
L integer, lit , untouched, fr in- ♦ tangere tQ touch - more at tangent] 

- entire adv, entireness n 

en'tirely Ali/ adv 1 wholly, completely {agreed with me ^ > 2 in an 
exclusive manner; solely {it is his fault ^ > 

entirety /m’tie arati/ n 1 the state of being entire or complete 2 the 
whole or total 

entitle /m'tictl/ vt 1 to title 2 to give (sby) the nght to (do or have) sthg 
{this ticket -s the bearer to free admission) [ME entitlen, fr MF 
entituler, fr LL inlitulare, fr L in- +- titulus title] - entitlement n 
entity /'entati/ n la being, existence; esp independent, separate, or 
self-contained existence b the existence of a thing as contrasted with its 
attnbutes 2 sthg that has separate and distinct existence [ML entitas, fr 
L ent-, ens existing thing, fr coined prp of esse to be - more at is] 
ento- /entoh-/ - sec ent- 

entom- /entam-/, entomo- comb form insect <cntomop/w^ou5> [F, fr Gk 
entomon] 

entomb /in'toohm/ vt 1 to deposit (as lO in a tomb; bury 2 to serve as 
a tomb for (ME entoumben, fr MF entomber, fr en- + tombe tomb] - 
entombment n 

entomology /.enta'molaji/ n zoology that deals with insects [F 
entomologie, fr Gk entomon insect (fr neitt of entomos cut up, fr en- * 
temnein to cut) ^ F -logie -logy - more at tome] - entomologiat n, 
entomological Amo'lojikl/ adj, entomologically adv 
entomophagous /.ento'mofagas/ adj feeding on insects 
entomophiloue /.enta'mofibs/ adj being eormally pollinated by insects 

- compare zoopiiilous a - entomophily n 

entomoetracan /.enta'mostrakan/ n any of numerous simple typically 
small crustaceans (e g barnacles) [denv entom- 4 Gk ostrakon shell 

- more at oyster] - entomoatracan, entoaiostracous adj 
entourage Aontoo.rahzh (Fr uturaz3)/ n sing or pi in constr a group of 

atte^dants or associates, esp of sby of high rank [F. fr MF. fr entourer 
to surround, fr entour around, fr en in (fr L in) + tour circuit - more at 
*turn] 

entr'acte /ontrakt, -'- (Fr atrakt)/ n (a performance or interlude in) the 
interval between 2 acts of a play [F, fr entre- inter- 4- acte act] 
entraila /'entraylz/ n pi internal parts; esp the intestines (ME entrailles, 
fr MF, fr ML intniia, alter, of L interanea, pi of interaneum intestine, fr 
neut of interaneus interior] 

'entrain /in'trayn/ vt, of a fluid to draw in and transport (e g solid 
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particles or gas) [MF entnincr, fr e/i- + trainer to draw, drag - more at 
'train] - entrainment n 
*en train vb to put or go aboard a train 

'entrance /'entrans/ n 1 the act of entenng 2 the means or place of entry 
3 power or permission to enter; admission 4 an arnval of a performer onto 
the stage or before the cameras 

’entrance /m'trahns/ vt 1 to put into a trance 2 to fill with delight, 
wonder, or rapture - entrancement n 

entrant /'entrant/ n sby or sthg that enters or is entered, esp one who 
enters a contest 

entrap /in'trap/ vt 'pp- 1 to catch (as lO in a trap 2 to lure into a 
compromising statement or act [MF entraper, fr en- + (rape trap] - 
entrapment n 

entreat /in'treei/ vt to ask urgently or plead with (sby) for (sthg), beg 
< ed rAe judge for another chancey < ~ his heip} ^ w to make an earnest 
request, plead [ME entreten, fr MF entraitier, fr en- h trainer to treat 
~ more at treat] - entreatingly adv, entreatment n 
entreaty /m'treeti/ n an act of entreating, a plea 
entrechat /’ontrashah (Fr otraja)/ n a leap in which a ballet dancer 
repeatedly crosses his/her legs [F] 

entrecote /’ontrakot (Fr otrakozt)/ n a steak cut from a boned sirloin 
MEAT [F entrecote, fr entre- inter- 4 cote nb, fr L costa ~ more at 
rriAST] 

entree, entree /'ontray (Fr otre)/ n 1 freedom of entry or access <^had 
an into the highest circles') 2a chiefly Br a dish served between the 
usual (fish and meat) courses of a dinner b chiefly NAw the pnncipal dish 
of a meal [F eninr. fr OF] 

entremets /'ontra,niay (Fr otramt )/ n pi but sing or pi in constr side 
DISH [F, fr OF entremes, fr L inlermissus, pp of intermittere to inter- 
mit] 

entrench /in'trench/ vt la to surround with a (defensive) trench b to 
place (oneselO m a strong defensive position 2 to establish solidly, esp so 
as to make change difficult vi to dig or occupy a (defensive) trench - 
entrenchment n 

entre nous /.ontra 'nooh (Fr utr nu)/ adv between ourselves, 
confidentially [F] 

entrepdt /'ontra, poh/ n a seaport, warehouse, or other intermediary 
centre of trade and transshipment [F] 

entrepreneur Aontrapra'nuh (Fr otrapranoetr)/ n one who organizes, 
manages, and assumes the nsks of a business or enterpnse [F. fr OF. fr 
entreprendre to undertake] - entrepreneurial /-n al/ adj, entrepreneur- 
ship n 

entresol /'ontra, sol (Fr otrasal)/ n a mezzanine [F] 
entrism /'entnz(a)m/ n entryism 

entropy /'entrapi/ n 1 a measure of the unavailable energy in a closed 
thermodynamic system 2 a measure of the amount of information in a 
message that is based on the loganthm of the number of possible 
equivalent messages 3 the degradation of the matter and energy in the 
universe to an ultimate state of inert uniformity [G entropie, fr Gk en- 
f trepein to turn, change - more at trope] - entropie /en'tropik/ adj 
entrust /in'trust/ vt 1 to confer a trust on; esp to deliver sthg in trust 
to - f with (^'^edthe bank with his savings') 2 to commit to another with 
confidence > + to <^ed Ais savings to the bank) - entrustment n 
entry Antn/ n 1 the act of entering; entrance 2 the nght or privilege 
of entenng 3 a door, gate, hall, vestibule, or other place of entrance 4a 
the act of registenng a record b a record made in a diary, account book, 
index, etc c a dictionary headword, often with its definition 5 a person, 
thing, or group entered in a contest; an entrant 6 the total of thosemtered 
or admitted (^double the annual to our medical schools) [ME entre, 
fr OF entree, fr fern of entre, pp of entrer to enter] 
entryitm /'entn,iz(a)m/ n the practice of infiltrating a political party in 
order to influence that pany's policy from within 
ontwine /in'twien/ vb to twine together or round 
•nuciMtP /i'nyoohkliayt/ vt to remove without cutting into a 
tumour) [L enucleatus, pp of enucleare, lit., to remove the kernel from, 
fr e- «- nucleus kernel - more at nucleus] - enucleation /-'ay- 
sh(3)n/ n 

enumerable /i'nyoohm(a)robl/ adj denumerable - enumerability 
/-ralMbti/ n 

enumerate /i'nyoohmarayt/ vt 1 to count 2 to specify one after 
another, list [L enumeratus, pp of enumerare, fr e- + numerare to count, 
fr numerus number - more at nimble] • enumerator n, enumeratire 
/-rativ/ adj, enumcratioii /•'raysh(a)n/ n 

enunciate /i'nunsUyt/ vt la to make a defmite or systematic statement 
of; formulate b to announce, proclaim <'^d rbe principles to be followed 


by the new administration) 2 to articulate, pronounce ^ vt to utter 
articulate sounds [L enuntiatus, pp of enuntiare to report, declare, fr e- 
4 nuntiare to report - more at announce] - enunciator n. enunciaUe 
/-si abi/ adj, enunciation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 
enure /I'nyooa/ vb to mure 

enuresis /.enyoo'rcesis/ n an involuntary discharge of urine [NL, fr Gk 
enourein to unnate in, wet the bed, fr en- ^ ourem to unnate] - enuretic 
/-‘retik/ adj or n 

envelop /m'vebp/ vt 1 to enclose or enfold completely (as lO with a 
covering 2 to surround so as to cut off communication or r^reat the 
enemy) [ME envolupen, fr MF envoluper, envelopes fr OF envoloper, 
fr en- ^ voloper to wrap] - envelopment n 

envelope /"envalohp, 'on-/ n 1 sthg that envelops, a wrapper, covenng 
2 a flat container, usu of folded and gummed paper (e g for a letter) 3 
a membrane or other natural covenng that encloses 4 a curve tangent to 
each of a family of curves 5 the performance limits of a machine, aircraft, 
etc </Ae flight of the prototype fighter was explored) [F enveloppe, 
fr MF envelope, fr enveloper] 

envenom /m'venam/ vt 1 to put poison into or onto <- a weapon) 2 
to embitter (jealousy — ing his mind) [ME envenimen, fr OF envenimer, 
fr en- + venim venom] 

enviable /'envi-abl/ adj highly desirable - enviablenen n, enriably 
adv 

envious /’cnvi as/ adj feeling or showing envy looks) of a 
neighbour's wealth) - enviously adv, enviousneas n 
environ /in'vic(a)ran/ vt to encircle, surround - fml [ME envirounen, 
fr MF environner, fr environ around, fr en in (fr L in) + viron circle, fr 
virer to turn, fr (assumed) VL virare] 
en'vironment /-mant/ n 1 the circumstances, objects, or conditions by 
which one is surrounded 2 the complex of climatic, soil, and biological 
factors that acts upon an organism or an ecological community - 
environmental /-‘mentl/ adj, environmentally adv 
en.viron'mental.ism /-,iz(a)m/ n a theory that views environment 
rather than heredity as the important factor in human development 
en.viron'mentalist /-ist/ n 1 an advocate of environmentalism 2 sby 
concerned about the quality of the human environment 
environs /in'vie(3)ranz/ n p/ the neighbourhood surrounding sthg, esp 
a town [F, pi of environ, fr MF, fr environ, adv & prep, round, 
about] 

envisage /m'vizij/ vt to have a mental picture of, visualize, esp in 
advance of an expected or hoped-for realization <-s an entirely new 
system of education) [F envisager, fr en- ♦ visage] 
envision /in’vizh(3)n/ vt, chiefly NAm to envisage 
'envoy, envoi /'envoy/ n the concluding remarks to a poem, essay, or 
book, specif a short fixed final stanza of a ballade [F envoi, lit , message, 
fr OF envei, fr enwier to send on one’s way, fr (assumed) VL inviare, fr 
L in- + via way - more at via] 

’envoy n 1 a diplomatic agent, esp one who ranks immediately below an 
ambassador 2 a messenger, representative [F envoyi, fr pp of envoyer to 
send, fr OF en voter] 

'envy fenw/ n painful, resentful, or admiring awareness of an advantage 
enjoyed by another, accompanied by a desire to possess the same advan- 
tage; also an object of such a feeling [ME envie, fr OF. fr L tnvidia, fr 
mvidus envious, fr invidere to look askance at. envy, fr in- videre to see 
- more at wit] 

’envy vt to feel envy towards or on account of - eavier n, envyingly 
adv 

eniootic /.enzoh'otik/ adj, of animal diseases peculiar to or constantly 
present in a particular locality [en- 4 zo-] - enzootic n 
enzygotic /.enzie'gotik. -zi-/ adj, of twins identical [en- lyg-] 
enzyme /'enziem/ n any of numerous complex proteins that are pro- 
duct by living cells and catalyse specific biochemical reactions at body 
temperatures [G enzym, fr MGk enzymos leavened, fr Gk en- 4 ^ zyme 
leaven] - enzymatic /-'matik. -zi-/ adj, enzymatically adv, enzymk 
/en'ziemik, -'zi-/ adj, enzymicnlly adv 

enzymology /.enrie'mobjt/ n science that deab with enzymes, their 
nature, activity, and significance [ISV] - enzynralogift n 
•O- /eeoh-/ comb form earliest; oldest (^eobthic) [Gk eo- dawn, fr eds] 
Eocene /'eeoh,seen/ adj or n (of or being] an epoch of the Tertiary 
between the Palaeoccne and the Oligocene evolution 
eohippue /.eeoh'hipas/ n any of a genus of extinct small pnmitivc 4-toed 
ancestors of the horse [NL, genus name, fr co- + Gk hippos horse - more 
at equine] 

eolian /ee'ohli-an, -lyan/ adj, NAm aeolian 
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•olith /’eeoh.Uth, 'ee-a.lith/ n a very crudely chipped flint that i$ the 
earliest form of stone tool 

Eolithic /.ee-a'Iithik/ adj of the early penod of the Stone Age character- 
ized by the use of eoliths 
eon /'teon, 'ee*dn/ n an aeon 

eosin /'eeoh.sm, 'ce-a-/, eoslne /-sin, -seen/ n a red fluorescent dye used 
esp as a biological stain [ISV, fr Gk eds dawn] 
eosinophil /.ee-a'sinafii/, eosinopbile /-.flel/ n a white blood cell with 
cytoplasmic granules readily stained by eosin - compare basophil - 
eoaiaophilic /-Tilik/ adj 

EP A a gramophone record with a playing time greater than a normal 45 
[extended play] 
ep> /ep-/ - sec EPi- 

epact /'eepakt/ n a period added to harmonize the lunar with the solar 
calendar [MF epacte, fr LL epacta, fr Gk epakte, fr epagem to bnng in. 
intercalate, fr ept- ^ agein to dnve - more at agent] 
epaulette, NAm chiefly epaulet /.epa'let/ n an omamenial (fringed) 
strip or pad attached to the shoulder of a garment, esp a military uniform 
[F epaulette, dim. of epaule shoulder, fr LL spatula .shoulder blade, spoon, 
dim. of L spatha spoon, sword - more at 'spade] 

6p^ /’epay (Fr epe)/ n (the sport of fencing with) a sword having a 
bowl-shaped guard and a ngid tapenng blade of triangular cross-section 
with no cutting edge > compare foii, sabre [F. fr L spatha] - epee- 
ist n 

epeirogeny /.epie'rojam/, epeirogeneais /e,pie(3)roh'jenasis/ n deforma- 
tion of the earth’s crust that produces the broader features of a continent 
[Gk epetros mainland, continent ^ E -geny] - epeirogenic /-roh'jenik/ 
adj, epeirogenically adv 

epergne /I'puhn/ n a (tiered or branched) centrepiece for a dinner table 
holding fruit, flowers, etc [prob fr F epargne saving] 
ephedra /I'fedra, 'efadra/ n any of a large genus of nearly leafless desert 
shrubs [NL, genus name] 

ephedrine /I'fednn, chem 'efidnn, -dreen/ n an alkaloid ong obtained 
from ^.‘hinese ephedras that is used esp to relieve hay fever, asthma, and 
nasal congestion [NL Ephedra, genus of shrubs, fr L, horsetail plant, fr 
Gk, fr ephedros sitting upon, fr epi- + hedra scat - more at sir] 
ephemera /I'femara/ n pi things (e g wntings) of short-lived duration or 
interest [NL, pi of ephemeron] 

ephemeral /iTcmaral/ adj 1 lasting 1 day only <aA ^ fever') 2 lasting , 
a very short time <'*^ pleasures^ (Gk ephemeras lasting a day, daily, fr 
epi- + hemera day] - ephemerally adv, ephemerality /-'rabti/ n 
ephemeris /iTcmans/ n, pi ephemerides /.eri'men,deez/ a table showing 
the predicted position of a celestial body, also an astronomical almanac 
[L, diary, ephemens, fr Gk ephemens, fr ephemeras] 
e'phemeria .time n a uniform measure of time defined by the orbiul 
motions of the planets 

ephemeron /i'fema,ron/ n, pi ephemera /-ra/ also ephemerons sthg 
ephemeral [NL, fr Gk ephemeron mayfly, fr neut of ephemeras] 
Ephesiens /i'feezh(y)3nz/ n pi hut sing in constr a book of the New 
Testament addressed to the Chnstians in Ephesus 
ephod /'eefod/ n a garment worn by the Jewish high pnest [Heb 
ephodh] 

epi- /cpi-/, ep- /ep-/ prefix 1 outer, external <epide/7n/s> 2 besides, in 
ADDITION (^epilogue} (cpxphenamenon') 3 over; above <epigrap/i> [ME. 
fr MF & L; MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr epi on, at, besides, after, akin to OE eofox 
crime] 

Opiblast /'epi.blast/ n the outer layer of an embryo at a very early stage 
in its development - epiblastic /-'biastik/ adj 
'epic /’epik/ adj 1 (having the characteristics) of an epic 2a extending 
beyond the usual or ordinary, esp in size or scope <A/5 genius was ^ - 
TlSj b heroic [L epicus, fr Gk epikos, fr epos word, speech, poem - 
more at voice] - epictl adj, epically adv 
*epic Ala long narrative poem recounting the deeds of a legendary or 
historical hero 2 a senes of events or body of legend or tradition fit to 
form the subject of an epic Qhat great environmental the wreck of the 
Torrey Canyon - The Guardian} 

•picardium /.epi'kahdi-am/ n, pi epicardia /-di-a/ the visceral pan of 
the pericardium that closely covers the hean [NL, fr ept- -» Gk kardia 
hean] - epicardial adj 

apicana i^epi,aecn/ adj I of a noun having only 1 form to indicate either 
sex 2a having characteristics typical of both sexes; hermaphrodite b 
effeminate 3 lacking charactenstics typical of either sex; sexless [ME, fr 
L epieoeaus, fr Gk cfnkoinos, fr epi- -v koinos common > more at co] 

^epkeae A 

apicantra /'epi.senta/ a 1 the part of the earth’s surface directly above 


the place of ongin of an earthquake geography 2 centre 2 [NL 
epicentrum, fr epi- h L centrum centre] - epicentral /-'sentral/ adj 
.epi.conti'nentai /-.konti'nentl/ adj lying on a continent or continental 
shelf 

epicoty I /.epi'kotil/ n the portion of the axis of a plant embryo or seedling 
above the cotyledon [epi- ♦ cotyledon] 
epicritic /.cpi’kntik/ adj of or being cutaneous sensory reception marked 
by accurate discnmination between small degrees of sensation [Gk 
epikntikos determinative, fr epiknnem to decide, fr epi- + knnein to judge 

- more at certain] 

epicure /’epikyooa/ n sby with sensitive apd discriminating tastes, esp in 
food or wine [Epicurus t270 hc Gk philosopher] - epicurism n 
Epicurean /.epikyoo'ree-an, -'kyooan sn/ n or adj 1 (a follower) of the 
doctnne of the Greek philosopher Epicurus who advocated the supen- 
onty of emotional calm and intellectual pleasures 2 oflen not cap (of or 
suited to) an epicure - Epicureanism n 
epicycle /'cpi.sieki/ n a circle (believed in Ptolemaic astronomy to be 
that in which a planet moves) that itself moves round the circumference 
of a larger circle [ME epicicle, fr LL epicyclus, fr Gk epikykios, fr cpi- 
f kykios circle - more at wiiiri] - cpicyclic /-'sieklik/ adj 
epicycloid /.epi'siekloyd/ n a curve traced by a point on a circle that rolls 
on the outside of a fixed circle 

epidemic /.cpi'demik/ n or adj (an outbieak of a disease) affecting many 
individuals within a population, community, or region at the same time 
(^typhoid was ^ > [adj F epidemique, fr MF, fr epidenue, n, epidemic, fr 
I.L epidemia. fr Gk epidemia visit, epidemic, fr epidemos visiting, epi- 
demic. fr epi- f demos people, n fr adj] - epidemical adj, epidemically adv, 
epidemicity /-da'misati/ n 

epidemiology /.epLdecmi'olaji/ n 1 medicine that deals with the 
incidence, distribution, and control of disease in a population 2 the 
factors controlling the presence or absence of (a cause oO disease [LI 
epidemia * ISV -logy] - epidemiologic /-.s'lojik/, epidemiological ad/, 
epidemiologically adv, epidemiologist /-'objist/ n 
epiderm- /cpiduhm-/, epidermo- comb form epidermis ^epxdermaf/ 
• [epidermis] 

epidermis /.epi'duhmis/ n la the thin outer epithelial layer of the 
animal body that is denved from ectoderm and forms in vertebrates an 
insensitive layer over the dermis ^ V nerve b any of vanous covenng 
layers resembling the epidermis 2 a thin surface layer of tissue in higher 
plants [LL. fr Gk, fr epi- • derma skin] - epidermal adj, epidermic adj, 
epidermoid adj 

epidiascope /.epi'die a.skohp/ n a projector for images of opaque objects 
or for transparencies [ISV] 

epididymis /.cpi'didimis/ n. pi epididymides /-,deez/ a mass of con^l- 
uted tubes at the back of the testis in which sperm is stored — 
rlprodugtion (NL, fr Gk, fr epi- ^ didymos testicle - more at 
didymium] - epididymal adj 

epidural /.cpi’dyooaral/ adj situated on or administered outside the dura 
mater <'^ anaesthesia} structures} 
epifauna /.epi'fawna/ n aquatic fauna living on a hard substrate (e g on 
a boulder in a river) [NL] - epifaunal adj 
epigastric /.cpi'gastnk/ adj lying on or over the stomach 
epigeal /.epi'jce al/, epigeous /-as/ adj growing, remaining, or occurnng 
above the surface of the ground <— germination of plants} - compare 
HYPOGEAL [Gk epigaios upon the earth, fr epi- f ge earth] 
epigene /'epijecn/ adj, of rock formed or occurring on the earth’s surface 

- compare hypogene [F epigene, fr Gk epigengs growing after, fr epigtg- 
ncsthai] 

epigenesis /.epi'jendsis/ a 1 development Of an organism involving 
differentiation of an initially undifferentiated germ cell (e g a fertilized 
egg) 2 change in the mineral character of a rock owing to outside 
influences [NL] - epigenetic /-ja'netik/ adj 
epiglottis /.epi'glotis/ a a thin plate of flexible cartilage in front of the 
glottis that folds back over and protects the glottis during swallowing 
nerve [NL. fr Gk epiglottis, fr epi- glottis glottis] - epiglottal 
also epii^vOttic adj 

epigone Api.gohn/ a an esp infenor follower or imitator [G, fr L 
epigonus succes.sor, fr Gk epigonos, fr cpigignesthai to be bom after, fr 
epi- V gignesihai to be bom - more at kin] - epigonic /-'gonik/, epigonous 
/I'piganas/ adj, epigonism /I'piganizfajm/ n 

epigram /’epi.gram/ Ala short often satirical poem 2 a neat, witty, and 
often paradoxical remark or saying [ME cptgrame, fr L epigrammat-, 
epigramma, fr Gk, fr epigraphein to write on, insenbe, fr ept- + graphein 
to write - more at carve] - epigrammatic /-gra'matik/, epigrammatical 
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adj, epigrtnnuitically adv, epigmnnutisin /-'grain3tiz(3)m/ n, epigram- 
matist ii. epigrammatize vb 

epigraph /'epi.grahr, -,graf/ n 1 an engraved in&cnption 2 a quotation 
at the beginning of a book, chapter, etc suggesting its theme [Gk 
cptgraphc, fr epigraphein] 

epigraphic /.cpi'grafik/ also epigraphical /-kl/ adj of epigraphs or 
epigraphy - epigraphfcally adv 

epigraphy /I'pigrafi/ n 1 epigraphs collectively 2 the study of esp 
ancient inscnptions - epigrapher n, epigraphist n 
epigynous /I'pijmas/ adj 1 (having Horai organs) attached to the surface 
of the ovary and appeanng to grow from the top of it - compare 
HYPOOYNuiis, PhRiGYNOUS 2 having epigynous floral organs - epi- 
gyny n 

epilation /.epriaysh(3)n/ n the loss or removal of hair (F epilation, fr 
epiler to remove hair, fr e- c- ^ L pilus hair - more at ’pile] 
epilepsy ApUcpsi/ n any of vanous disorders marked by disturbed 
electneal rhythms of the brain and spinal chord and typically manifested 
by convulsive attacks often with clouding of consciousness [MF epilepiie. 
fr LL epilepsia, fr Gk epilepsia, fr epilamhanein to seize, fr epi- ♦ 
lanibancin to take, seize - more at latch] 

epilept-, epilepti-, epilepto- /epilepi-/ comb form epilepsy <epiiepto- 
genicy [Gk epilept-, fr cpileptos seized by epilepsy, fr epilambanein] 
epileptic /.epi'leptik/ adj of, affected with, or having the charactenstics 
ot epilepsy - epileptic n, epileptically adv 
epilimnion /.epi'ltmnion, -ni*3n/ n the water above the thermocline of 
a lake - compare hypolimnion [NL, fr epi- + Gk limnion, dim of limne 
marshy lake] . 

epilogue /'epUbg/" n 1 a concluding section of a literary or dramatic 
work that comments on or summarizes the main action or plot 2 a speech 
or poem addressed to the audience by an actor at the end of a play [ME 
epilogc, fr MF epilogue, fr L epilogus, fr Gk epilogos, fr epilegein to say 
m addition, fr epi- f legem to say - more at legend] 
epimer /'epima/ n ather of the isomers of a sugar (denvative) that differ 
in arrangement only in the last carbon atom of a chain that is attached 
to 4 different groups [epi- + isomer] - epimeric /-'menk/ adj 
epinephrine /.epi'nefnn. I'pmafnn, -freen/ also epinephrin Afnn/ n, 
chieHy NAm adrenalin [ISV epi- Gk nephros kidney - more at 
NLPIfKIIIs] 

epiphany /I'pifsni/ n 1 cap (January 6 observed as a church festival in 
commemoration oQ the coming of the Magi 2 a usu sudden manifestation 
or perception of the essential nature or meaning of sthg [ME epiphanie, 
fr MF, fr LL epiphania, fr LGk, pi, prob alter of Gk epiphaneia 
appearance, manifestation, fr epiphainan to manifest, fr phamein to show 
~ more at fancy] - epiphanie Aepi'fanik/ adj 
epiphenomenalism /,epifa'nominl,iz(9)m/ n the theory that mental 
processes are epiphenomena of brain processes 
epiphenomenon /,epif3'nomin3n/ n, pi epiphenomena /-na/ a second- 
ary phenomenon accompanying another and caused by it ~ epiphenom- 
enal adj, epiphenomenally adv 

epiphysia /I'pifisis/ n. pi epiphyses /-,seez/ 1 an end of a long bone 2 
PINEAL Cl AND [NL, fr Gk, growth, fr epiphyesthai to grow on, fr epi- 
f phyesthai to grow, passive of phyein to bnng forth - more at be] - 
epiphyseal AepiTizi al/ adj 

epiphyte Api,riet/ n a plant that denves its mojsture and nutnents from 
the air and rain and grows on another plant plant - epiphytic 
/-Titik/ adj, epiphytically adv 

episcopacy /I'piskapasi/ n 1 government of the church by bishops or 
by a hierarchy 2 an episcopate 

episcopal /I'piskapl/ adj 1 of a bishop 2 of, having, or constituting 
government by bishops 3 cap Anglican, esp of an Anglican church that 
IS not established (eg in the USA or Scotland) [ME, fr LL episcopalis, 
fr episcopus bishop - more at hishup] - epiacopally adv. Episcopalian 
/-'payli-an, -lyan/ n or adj, Episcopallaniam n 

episcopate /I'pisl^ppat, -.payt/ n 1 the rank, office, or term of a bishop 
2 a (national) body of bishops 

episcope /'epi.skohp/ n a projector for images of opaque objects (e g 
photographs) (ISV epi- + -scope] 

episode /'episohd/ n la the part of an ancient Greek tragedy between 
2 choric songs h a developed situation or incident that is integral to but 
separable from a continuous narrative (e g a play or novel) c the part of 
a serial presented at 1 performance 2 an event that is distinctive and 
separate although part of a larger senes (e g in history or in sby's life) [Gk 
epeisodion, fr neut of epasodios coming in besides, fr epi- ■*- asodias 
coming in, fr eis into (akin to Gk ai in) + hodos road, journey - more 
at JN, cede] 


episodic /.epi'sodik/ also episodical /-kl/ adj 1 made up of separate, esp 
loosely connected, episodes (an narrative^ 2 of or limited in duration 
or significance to a particular episode 3 occasional, sporadic - episodi- 
cally adv 

epistaeis /I'pisiasis/ n. pi epistases /•,seei/ suppression of the effect of 
a gene by another gene that is not an allele of the first gene [NL. fr Gk. 
act of stopping, fr ephistanai to stop, fr epi- + histanai to cause to stand 

- more at stand] - epistatic /.epi'statik/ adj 

epiataxis /.epi'staksis/ n, pi epistaxes /-.scez/ a nosebleed [NL. fr Gk. 
fr epistazein to dnp on, to bleed at the nose again, fr epi- ♦ stazein to dnp 

- more at stagnai e] 

•pistemic /.epi'slcemik/ adj of knowledge, cognitive - epistemically 
adv 

apiltemology /i.pista'molaji/ n inquiry into the nature and grounds of 
expenence, belief, and knowledge [Gk cpisteme knowledge, fr epistanai 
to understand, know, fr epi- * histanai to cause to stand - more at stand] 

- epistemologicai /-ma'lojikl/ adj, epistemologically adv, epistemologiat 
/-'mobjist/ n 

epistle /I'pisl/ n 1 cap (a liturgical reading from) any of the letters (e g 
of St Paul) adopted as books of the New Testament 2 an esp formal letter 
[ME, letter. Epistle, fr OF, fr L epistula, epistola letter, fr Gk epistole 
message, letter, fr epistellein to send to, fr epi- « stellein to send - more 
at 'STAll] 

e'pistle .side n, often cap E the nght side of an altar or chancel as one 
faces It [fr the custom of reading the Epistle from this side] 
epistolary /i'pistai(3)n/ adj 1 of or suitable to a letter 2 earned on by 
or in the form of letters (an endless sequence of ^ love affairs - TLS) 
3 wntten in the form of a senes of letters < - novef) 
epistrophe /I'pistrafi/ n repetition of the same word or expression at the 
end of a senes of phrases, sentences, etc for rhctoncal effect - compare 
ANAPHORA [Gk epistrophe, lit . turning about, fr epi- strophe turning 

- more at strophe] 

epitaph /'epi,tahf, -taf/ n la commemorative inscnption on a tombstone 
or monument 2 a bnef statement commemorating a deceased person or 
past event [ME epitaphe, fr MF, fr ML epitaphium, fr L, funeral oration, 
fr Gk epitaphion, fr epi- « taphos tomb, funeral, akin to Gk thaptein to 
bury. Arm damban grave] 

epitaxy /'epi.laksi/ n the onented growth of one crystalline substance on 
another [epi- -t -taxy (fr Gk -taxia -taxis)] - epitaxial /-'taksi al/ adj, 
epitaxially adv 

epithalamium /.epitha'laymi-am, -myam/ n, pi epithalamiums, epi- 
thalamia /-mi a, -mya/ a song or poem in celebration of a bnde and 
bndegroom [L & Gk; L epithalamium, fr Gk epithalamion, fr epi- ■«- 
thalamos room, bndal chamber] 

epitheli-, epitbelio- /epitheeli-/ comb form epithelium [NL epi- 
thelium] 

epithelium /.eprtheeli-am, -lyam/ n. pi epithelia /-li d, -lya/ 1 a mem- 
branous cellular tissue that covers a free surface or lines a tube or cavity 
of an animal body and serves esp to enclose and protect the other parts 
of the body, to produce secretions and excretions, and to function in 
assimilation 2 a usu thin layer of cells that lines a cavity or tube of a plant 
[NL, fr epi- f Gk thele nipple - more at feminine] - epithelial adj, 
epithelioid /-li.oyd/ adj 

•pithet /’epithet/ n 1 a descnptive word or phrase accompanying or 
occurring in place of the name of a person or thing 2 a disparaging or 
abusive word or phrase [L epitheton, fr Gk, fr neut of epithetos added, 
fr epitithenai to put on, add, fr epi- *■ uthenai to put - more at oo] - 
epithetic /-'thetik/, epithetical adj 

epitome /i'pitami/ n \ a condensed account or summary, esp of a 
literary work 2 a typical or ideal example, an embodiment (the Bntish 
monarchy itself is the — of traditiony [L, fr Gk epitome, fr epHannem 
to cut short, fr epi- + temnein to cut - more at tome] 
epitom-ize, -iae /I'pitamiez/ vt to make or serve as an epitome of 
epizootic /,epizoh'otik/ n or adj (a disease temporanly) affecting many 
animals of 1 kind at the same time - epizootically adv 
epoch /'eepok/ n 1 a date or time selected as a point of reference (e g 
in astronomy) 2 a memorable event or date; esp turning poiNr 3a an 
extended penod of time, usu characterized by a distinctive development 
or by a memorable senes of events b a division of geological time less than 
a penod and greater than an age [ML epocha, fr Gk epoche cessation, 
fixed point, fr epechein to pause, hold back, fr epi- f echein to hold - more 
at scheme] - epochal /'epoki/ adj, epochally adv 
'epoch-, making adj uniquely or highly significant (the steam engine 
was an ~ invention) 

epode /epohd/ n 1 a lyric poem in which a long line is followed by a 
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shorter one 2 the last part of a Greek ode following the strophe and the 
antistrophe [L epodos, fr Gk epotdos, fr epdidos sung or said after, fr epi- 
udein to sing - more at odl] 

•ponym /'epoh.nim. 'epaV n the person after whom sthg is (believed to- 
be) named [Gk eponymos, fr eponymos eponymous, fr e/v- + onyma 
name - more at name] - eponymic /-'nimik/ adj, eponymous /I'ponimas/ 
*4f 

epos /epos/ n 1 a body of poems oh an epic theme that are not formally 
united 2 an epic poem [Gk. word, epic poem] 
epoxide /i'poksied/ n an epoxy compound 

epoxid-lze, -Ise /i'poksi.diez/ vt to convert into an epoxy compound < ^ d 
oi/s> 

'epoxy /rpoksi/ adj 1 containing a 3-membered nng consisting of 1 
oxygen and 2 carbon atoms 2 of an epoxy compound 
^poxy vt epoxied, epoxyed to glue with epoxy resin 
epoxy resin n a flexible resin used esp in coatings and adhesives 
epsilon /epsilon/ n the Sth letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk c psihn, 
lit , simple e] 

Epsom ssits /eps(3)m/ n pi but sing or pi m constr hydrated mag- 
nesium sulphate used as a purgative [Epsom, town in Surrey. 
England] 

equable /ekwabl/ adj uniform, even; esp free from extremes or sudden 
changes <s/i - temperament) ian ^ climate) [L aequabtlis, fr aequare 
to make level or equal, fr aequus] - equably adv, equability 
/•■bibti/ n 

'equal /ttkwal/ adj la of the same quantity, amount, or number as 
another symbol b identical in value; equivalent 2a like in quality, 
nature, or status b like for each member of a group, class, or society 
(provide ^ employment opportunities) < rights) 3 evenly balanced or 
matched (the 2 opponents were ^>4 capable of meeting the require- 
ments of sthg (e g a situation or task) - + /o (he is quite ^ to the job) 
[ME, fr L aequalis, fr aequus level, equal] 

^aqual n sby or sthg equal (she is anyone's ^ ) 

*squsl vt -ll* (NAm -1% -U-) 1 to be equal to, esp to be identical in value 
to 2 to make or produce sthg equal to 

squslitarisn /Uwoli'teari'an/ n or adj (an) egalitanan - equalitaiian- 
iisi n 

squality /i'kwobti/ n the quality or state of bang equal 
aquaMza, -ise /eekwajlez/ vt 1 to make equal 2 to make uniform; esp 
to distnbute evenly or uniformly ~ vi chiefly Br td'make sthg equal; esp 
to bring the scores level (e g in a football match) - equalizer n, equaliza- 
tion /-'zaysh(d)n/ n 

aqually /eekwali/ adv 1 in an equal or uniform manner; evenly 2 to an 
equal degree; alike (respected ^ by young and old) 

'aquala .sign also'^^paJi .sign n a sign ~ indicating mathematical or 
Togical equivalence — ^ symbol 

aqual tamparamant n the division of the musical octave into 12 equal 
semitones 

aquanimity /.eekwa'nimati, ,ekwa-/ n evenness of mind or temper, esp 
under stress [L aequanimitas, fr aequo ammo with even mind] 
aquata /ilcwayt/ vt 1 to make or set equal 2 to treat, represent, or regard 
as equal, equivalent, or comparable (^s dissension with disloyalty) [ME 
equaten, fr L aequatus, pp of aequare] 

aquation /i'kwayzh(a)n; sense I i'kway$h(d)n/ n 1 equating or being 
equated 2 a statement of the equality of 2 mathematical expressions - 
equattoatl adj, cquationally adv ^ 

aquator /ilcwayta/ a 1 the great circle of the celestial sphere whose 
plane is perpendicular to the rotational axis of the earth 2 great circi e, 
specif the one that is equidistant from the 2 poles of the earth and divides 
the earth's surface into the northern and southern hemispheres 3 a circle 
or circular band dividing the surface of a body into 2 usu equal and 
symmetrical parts (the of a dividing cel!) [ME, fr ML aequator, lit , 

equalizer, fr L aequatusr, fr its containing the equinoxes] - equatorward 
/-wood/ adj or adv, equatorwarda /-woodz/ adv 
equatorial /.ekwa'tawri al/ adj la of. at, or in the plane of the (earth’s) 
equator b of the climate characterized by consistently high temperatures 
and rainfall throughout the year 2 being or having a support (e g for a 
telescope) that includes 2 axles at right angles to each other and allows 
a celestial body to be kept in view as the earth rotates 
•quorry /ilcweri, 'ekwan/ o 1 an officer of a prince or noble charged 
with the care of horses 2 an officer of the British royal household in 
personal attendance on a member of the royal family [obs escuine, 
aqiwny (stablcX & MF eacuirie office of a squire, stable, fr escuier, esquter 
squire - more at esquire] 

^UMtriun /t1(westri*an/ adj la of or featuring horse|t horsemen, or 


horsemanship b representing a person on horseback 2 (composed) of 
knights [L equestr-, equester of a horseman, fr eques horseman, fr equus 
horse - more at equine] ~ equestrianism n 
^equestrian n sby who rides or performs on horseback 
equi- comb form equal <equipo/se>; equally (equiprobable) [ME, fr MF, 
fr L aequi-, fr aequus equal] 

equiangular /.eekwi'ang gyoob, ,ekwi-/ adj having all or corresponding 
angles equal (an ~ mangle) (^ polygons) 
equidistant /,eekwi'dist(a)nt, ,ekwi-/ adj equally distant [MF or LL, 
MF. fr LL aequidistant‘. aequidistans, fr L aequi- + distant-, distans, prp 
of distare to stand apart] - equidistantly adv, equidistance n 
equilateral /,eekwi'lat(a)ral, .ekwi-/ adj having all sides equal 
mangle) mathematics [LL aequilateralis, fr L aequi- f later-, 
latus Side] 

equilibrate /.eekwi'liebrayt, ,ekwi-, -'lib-, rkwili.brayt/ vt to bring into 
or keep in equilibrium; balance ^ vi to bnng about, come to, or be in 
equilibrium - equilibration /-'braysh(a)n/ n, equilibrator /I'kwili-/ n, 
equilibratory /-t(a)ri/ adj 

equilibrium /eekwi'libn-am, ,ekwi-/ n, pi equilibriums, equilibria 
Abn a/ 1 a state of balance between opposing forces, actions, or processes 
(e g in a reversible chemical reaction) 2a a state of adjustment between 
opposing or divergent influences or elements b a state of intellectual or 
emotional balance 3 the normal state of the animal body in respect to its 
environment that in volves^ adjustment to changing conditions [L aequilib- 
num, fr aequilibns being in equiiibnum, fr aequi- f libra weight, bal- 
ance] 

equine /ekwien/ adj of or resembling the horse (family) [L equinus, fr 
equus horse, akin to OE eoh horse. Gk hippos] - equine n, equinely 
adv 

'equinoctial /,eekwi‘noksh(d)l, ,ekwi-/ adj 1 relating to (the time when 
the sun passes) an equinox 2 relating to the regions or climate of the 
equinoctial line or equator 
’equinoctial, equinoctiaJ circle n equator 1 
equinox /ekwi.noks/ n 1 either of the 2 times each year that occur about 
. March 2 1 st and September 23rd when the sun crosses the equator and day 
and night are of equal length everywhere on eat|h 2 either of the 2 points 
on the celestial sphere where the celestial equator intersects the ecliptic 
[ME, fr MF or ML, MF equinoxe, fr ML equinoxium, alter of L 
aequmoctium, fr aequi- equi- » noct-, nox night - more at night] 
equip /I'kwip/ vt -pp- 1 to make ready for service, action, or use; provide 
with appropnate supplies 2 to dress, array [MF equiper, of Gmc ongin, 
akin to OE scip ship] 

equipage /ekwipij/ n 1 material or articles used in equipment 2a an 
etui b trappings 3 a horse-drawn carnage (with its servants) 
equipment /I'kwipmant/ n 1 the set of articles, apparatus, or physical 
resources serving to equip a person, thing, enterpnse, expedition, etc 2 
mental or emotional resources [equip 4 -ment] 
equipoise /ekwi.poyz, 'eekwi-/ /i 1 a state of equiiibnum 2 a counter- 
balance 

equipollent /,eekwi'pobnt, ,ekwi-/ n or adj (sthg that is) equal in force, 
power, validity, or effect - fml [ME, fr MF, fr L aequipollent-, aequipol- 
lens, fr aequi- equi- + pollent-, pollens, prp of pollere to be able] - 
equipollence n, eqnipollency o 

equipotential /.eekwipa'ienshfa)!. ,ekwi-/ adj of uniform potential 
(throughout) points) (an -- surface) - Squipotentlal n 
equiprobable /,eekwi'probabi, ,ekwi-/ adj having the same degree of 
logical or mathematical probability alternatives) 
equitable /ekwitabl/ adj 1 fair and just 2 valid in equity as distin- 
guished from law [equity + -able] - equittblenesa n, equitably adv, 
equitability /-'bibti/ n 

equitation /,ekwi'taysh(3)n/ n the act or art of nding on horseback 
[MF, fr L equitation-, equitatio, fr equitatusi pp of equitare to ride on 
horseback, fr equit-, eques horseman, fr equus horse - more at 
equine] 

equity /ekwiti/ n 1 justice according to natural law or right; fairness 2 
a systeqi of justice originally developed in the Chancery courts on the 
basis of conscience and fairness to supplement or override the more ngid 
common law 3a a right, cbim, or interest existing or valid in equity b 
the money Value of a property or of an interest in a property in excess of 
claims against it 4 a share that does not bear fixed interest - usu pi [ME 
equite, fr MF equitS, fr L aequitat-, aequitas, fr aequus equal, fair] 
•quivalent /i'kwiv»l(9)nt/ adj 1 equal in force, amount, or value 2 
corresponding or virtually identical, esp in effect, function, or meaning 3 
having the same chemical combining capacity quantities of 2 
elements) [ME, fr MF or LL; MF, fr LL aequivalent-, aequivakns, prp 
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of aequivglere to have equal power, fr L aequi- + valere to be strong - 
more at wield] ~ equivalence also equivalency n, equivalent n, equival- 
ently adv 

equivalent vireight n the atomic or molecular weight of a substance 
divided by its valency 

equivocal /I'kwivakI/ adj 1 subject to 2 or more interpretations, 
ambiguous evidence} 2 questionable, suspicious [LL aequivocus, fr 
aequh equi- « voc-, vox voice - more at voict] - equivocally adv, 
equivocalness n, equivocality /-'kabti/ n 

equivocate /i'kwiv3,kayt/ vi to use equivocal language, esp with intent 
to deceive or avoid committing oneself - equivocation /-'kaysh(a)n/ n. 
equivocator n 

equivoque also equivoke /"ekwiivobk, 'cckwi-/ n an equivocal word or 
phrase, specif a pun [F equivoque, fr equivoque equivocal, fr LL aequivo- 
cus] 

er, ur /uh/ inteij - used to express hesitation or doubt 
'-er /-a/ suffix ( - adj or adv) - used to form the comparative degree of 
adjectives and adverbs of 1 syllable, and of some adjectives and adverbs 
of 2 or more syllables, that end in a consonant (hotter}, a vowel other 
than e, or a final y that changes to / (dner}, compare '-r [ME -er, -ere, 
-re, fr OE -ra (in adjectives), -or (in adverbs), akin to OHG -iro, adj 
compar suffix, L -lor, Gk -lo/i] 

’-er, -ar, -ier, -r, -yer suffix 1 (n - n) a one engaged in the occupation 
of (furner} (lawyer} (geographer} b one belonging to or associated with 
(sixth-former} c native of. resident of (cottager} (Londoner} d sthg that 
has (three-wheeler} (four-poster} 2 (vb - n) a one who or that which 
does or perfonps (a specified action) (reporter} (eye-opener} - some- 
times added lu boih *‘iements of a compound (huilder-upper} b sthg that 
IS a suitable object of (a specified action) (broiler} (cooker} 3 (adj - n) 
sby or sthg that is (foreigner} USE -yer in a few words after w, -ler in 
a few words after other letters, -r in words after e, otherwise -er [ME -er, 
-ere, -are, -ler, -lere, partly fr OE -ere (akin to OHG -an, both fr a 
prehistoric Gmc suffix borrowed fr L -anus), partly fr OF -ler, -lere, fr 
L -anus, -ana, -anum -ary, partly fr MF -ere, fr L -ator -or - more at 
'-ARY, '-or] 

•ra /'lara/ n I a system of chronological notation computed from a given 
date as a basis (Chnstian ^ > 2 fpckh 2 3a a usu histoncal penod set 
off or typified by some distinctive figure or characteristic feature (the ^ 
of space flight} h any of the 5 major divisions of geological time 
(Palaeozoic ^ > ^7^ evoi in ion [LL aera, fr L, counters, pi of aer-, aes 
copper, money - more at ore] 

•radicate /i'radi,kayt/ vt 1 to pull up by the roots 2 to eliminate, do 
AWAY WITH Ignorance by better teaching} [L eradicatus, pp of eradi- 
care, fr e- < radic-, radix root - more at 'rooi] - eradicator n, eradicable 
adj, eradication /-'kay$h(a)n/ n, eradicative /-.kaytiv/ adj, 

•rasa /I'rayz/ vt la to obliterate or rub out (e g wntten, painted, or 
engraved letters) b to remove (recorded matter) from a magnetic tape or 
wire c to delete from a computer storage device 2 to remove from 
existence or memory as if by erasing ^ vi to yield to being erased (pencil 
^ s easily} [L erasus, pp of eradere, fr e- ♦ radere to scratch, scrape - 
more at rat] - erasability /-za'bibti/ n, erasable adj, erasure 
/I'rayzha/ n 

•raaar /I'rayza/ n 'rubber lb [erase ^ '-er] 

Eraatian /I'rasti-an, -tyan/ adj of, characterized by. or advocating the 
doctrine of ecclesiastical subordination to the secular powers [Thomas 
Erastus tl383 G-Swiss physician 8l Zwinglian theologian] - Erastian n, 
Erastianism n ^ 

•rbium /'uhbi-am/ n a metallic element of the rare-earth gioup 
periodic table [NL, fr Ytterby, town in Sweden] 

’•ra /ca/ prep 'before 2 - poetic [ME er, fr OE xr, fr xr, adv, early, soon; 

akin to OHG er earlier, Gk en early] 

’•ra conj before - poetic 

’•rcct /i'rekt/ adj la vertical in position; upright b standing up or out 
from the body < hairs} c characterized by firm or ngid straightness (e g 
in bodily posture) (an ~ bearing} 2 in a state of physiological erection 
[ME, fr L erectus, pp of erigent to erect, fr e- f regere to lead straight, 
guide - more at 'right] - erectly adv, erectneas n 
’•ract vt la to put up by the fitting together of materials or parts; build 
b to fix in an upright position 2 to elevate in status s a few odd notions 
into a philosophy} 3 to establish; set up 6a 4 to construct (e g a 
perpendicular) on a given base - erectable adj, erector n 
•rectile /i'rektiel/ adj 1 capable of being raised to an erect position, esp, 
of animal tissue capable of becoming swollen with blood to bnng about 
the erection of a b^y part 2 of or involving the erection of the penis - 
erectility /-'tibti/ n 


•raction /i‘reksh(3)n/ n 1 (an occurrence in the penis or clitoris oO the 
dilation with blood and resulting firmness of a previously flaccid body 
part 2 sthg erected ['erfct + -ion] 

'E .ragion n the part of the ionosphere occurnng between about 65 and 
14Skm (about 40 and 90mi) above the earth’s surface and containing the 
E layer 

aramite /'eramiet/ n a usu Chnstian hermit or recluse [ME - more at 
hermit] - eremitic /.era'mitik/, eremitical adj 
erapsin /I'repsm/ n a mixture of protcin-digesting enzymes present in the 
intestinal juice [ISV er- (prob fr L enpere to sweep away.i>fr c- + rapere 
to sweep away) ^ peps/n - more at rapid] 

erathism /'enthiz(a)m/ n abnormal responsiveness, esp of human organs 
and physiological systems, to stimulation [F erethisme, fr Gk erethismos 
irntation, fr erethizein to irritate, akin to Gk omynai to rouse - more at 
rise] - erethismic /-'thizmik/ adj 

•rg /uhg/ n the cgs unit of work or energy, 10 ’ J [Gk ergon work - 
more at work] 

•rg- /uhg-/, ergo- comb form work (ergonomics} [Gk, fr ergon] 
ergo /'uhgoh/ adv therefore, hence [L, fr OL, because of, fr (assumed) 
OL e rogo from the direction (oO] 
ergo- comb form ergot (ergosterof} [F. fr ergot] 
argomater /uh'gomiu/ n an apparatus for measunng the work per- 
formed by a group of muscles - crgomctric /.uhga'metnk/ adj 
argonomict /.uhga'nomiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a science 
concerned with the relationship between human beings, the machines they 
use, and the working environment [erg- economics] - ergonomic adj, 
ergonomist /uh'gonamist/ n 

argostarol /uh'gostarol/ n a steroid found esp m yeast, moulds, and 
ergot that is converted into vitamin D, by ultraviolet light [ISV] 
ergot /'uhgat, -got/ n 1 (a fungus bearing) a black or dark purple 
club-shaped sclerotium that develops in place of the seed of a grass (e g 
rye) 2 a disease of rye and other cereals caused by an ergot fungus 3 the 
dned sclerotia of an ergot fungus containing ergotamine and other 
alkaloids used medicinally (e g to treat migraine) [F. lit , cock's spur] - 
ergotic /uh'gotik/ adj 

ergotamina /uh’gotameen/ n an alkaloid obtained from ergot that has 
the pharmacological actions of ergot and is used esp in treating migraine 
[ISV] 

argotism /'uhg3,tiz(a)m/ n an abnormal condition produced by eating 
grain (products) or grasses infected with ergot fungus and charactenzed 
by hallucinations and gangrene of the fingers and toes 
erica /'enka/ n any of a large genus of low many-branched evergreen 
shrubs of the heath family [NL, genus name, fr L ence heather, fr Gk 
ereike] - ericaceous /-'kayshas/ adj 

Erie /'wee/ n (a member or the Iroquian language oO a N American 
Indian people of the Lake Ene region 
Erin /"erin/ n Ireland - chiefly poetic [Olr Ennn, dat of Enu Ireland] 
’eristic /e'nstik/ also eristical /-kl/ adj employing subtle and usu specious 
argument - fml [Gk enstikos fond of wrangling, fr enzein to wrangle, fr 
eris stnfe] - eristically adv 

’eristic n (sby who practises) the art of disputation and polemics - fml 
ark /uhk/ n, Br a person holding the lowest rank in the air force or navy 

- slang [alter, of aire, short for aircraftman] 

Erlenmeyar flask /’e^bn.mie-a/ n a flat-bottomed conical laboratory 
flask [Emil Erlenmeyer tlW9 G chemist] 
ermine /'uhmin/ n, pi ermines, esp collectively ermine (the winter fur oO 
a stoat or related weasel that has a white winter coat usu with black on 
the tail [ME, fr OF, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG harmo weasel; akin to 
Lith sarmuo weasel] 

Ernie /’uhm/ n an electronic device used to draw the pnzewinning 
numbers of Premium Bonds [Electronic random number mdicator equip- 
ment] 

erode /i'rohd/ vt la to dimmish or destroy by degrees b to eat into or 
away by slow destruction of substance;jx)rrode c to wear away by the 
action of water, wind, glacial ice, etc C/ geography 2 to produce or 
form by eroding ^ vi to undergo erosion [L erodere to eat away, fr e- + 
rodere to gnaw - more at rat] - erodiUe adj 
erogenous /i'rojanas/ also erogenic /.era'jenik/ adj of or produang 
sexual excitement (when stimulated) zones} (Gk eras -v E -genous, 
•genic] 

Eros /'laros, 'eros/ n 1 all the pleasure-directed life instincts; the libido 

- compare thanatos 2 sexual love [Gk Eros, god of love, fr ends love; 
akin to Gk erasthai to love, desire] 

erosion /i'rohzh(9)n/ n (an instance or product of) eroding or being 
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eroded (MF, fr L erosion-, erosio, fr erosus, pp of erodere] - erosionil 
MdJ, enMiooally adv, erosive /-siv/ adj 

erotic /I'rotik/ adj 1 of, concerned with, or tending to arouse sexual 
desire <'^ orf) 2 strongly affected by sexual desire [Gk crotikos, fr erot-. 
eras] - erode o, erodcal adj, erodeiUJy adv, erodcize /-siez/ vt 
erotica /i'rotika/ n pi but sing or pi in constr literature or art with an 
erotic theme or quality [NL, fr Gk erottka, ncut pi of erotikos] 
eroticism /i'rot3,siz(a)m/ /i 1 an erotic theme, quality, or character 2 
EROTISM 1 3 (insistent) sexual impulse or desire ~ eroticist n 
erotism /'er3,tiz(3)m/ n 1 sexual excitement or arousal 2 eroticism 1, 3 
(Gk erdt-, eras ^ E -ism] 
erotogenic /i,rota'jenik, i.roh-/ adj erogenous 
erotomania /i.rot3'mayny3, -roh-/ n (abnormally) excessive sexual 
desire - erotomaniac n 

err /uh/ vi la to make a mistake b to do wrong, sin 2 to be inaccurate 
or incorrect [ME erren, fr OF errer, fr L errare: akin to OE lerre 
wandenng, angry. ON ras race - more at race] 
errand /'erand/ n (the object or purpose oO a short trip taken to attend 
to some business, often for another [ME erend message, business, fr OE 
xrend\ akin to OHG arunti message] 

errant /'erant/ adj 1 (given to) travelling, esp in search of adventure 2 
going astray <afi ^ calf^, esp doing wrong, ernng (an child) [ME 
erraunt, fr MF errant, prp of errer to err & errer to travel, fr ML iterate, 
fr L Iter road, journey - more at itinerant] - errant n, errantly adv 
errantry Arantri/ n knight-errantry 

errata /I'rahta/ n (a page showing) a list of corrections (L. pi of 
erratum] 

erratic /I'ralik/ adj 1 having no fixed course (an comet) 2 esp of a 
boulder transported from an original resting place, esp by a glacier 
geography 3 charactenzed by lack of consistency, regularity, or uni- 
formity, esp in behaviour [ME, fr MF or L, MF erratique, fr L erraticus, 
fr erratus, pp of errare] - erradc n, erratically adv, erradcism 
/-.sLz(a)m/ n 

erratum /I'rahtam/ n, pi errata /-ta/ a corrigendum [L. fr ncut of 
erratus] 

erroneous /I'rohnyas, -m as/ adj ointaining or charactenzed by error, 
incorrect assumptions) [ME, fr L erroneus, fr erron-, erro wanderer, 
fr errare] - erroneously adv, erroneousness n 

error /era/ /i la a mistake or inaccuracy in speech, opinion, or action 
(a typing -«- > b the state of being wrong in behaviour or beliefs (he 
realized the of his ways) c an act that fails to achieve what was 
intended 2 the difference between an observed or calculated value and a 
true value [ME errour, fr OF, fr L error, fr errarej - errorless adj - in 
error by mistake 

ersatz /eazatz, 'uh-/ adj being a usu artificial and infenor substitute, an 
imitation [G ersatz-, fr ersatz, n, substitute] - ersatz n 
Erse /uhs/ n Scottish Gaelic - no longer used technically ^ 2 ^ lan- 
guage [ME (Sc) Ensch, adj, Irish, alter, of Insh] - Erse adj 
erstwhile /uhsl.wiel/ adj former, previous (his ^ students) [arch erst 
(formerly, fr ME crest earliest, first, fr OE a:rest, supcrl of xr early) ♦ 
while] - erstwhile adv 

e.rucic 'acid /I'roohsik/ n a fatty acid found in the form of glycendes, 
esp in rapeseed oil [NL Eruca, genus of herbs, fr L, caterpillar, rocket 
plant] 

eructation /i.ruk'taysh(3)n, .ecruk-/ n belching [L eructation-, eruc- 
tatio, fr eructatus, pp of eructate to belch, fr e- f ructare to belch] 
erudite /eroodiet/ adj possessing or displaying extensive or profound 
knowledge, learned (an ^ scholar) [ME erudit, fr L eruditus, fr pp of 
erudite to instruct, fr e- + rudis rude, ignorant] - eruditely adv, cnidilfon 
/-'dish(a)n/ n 

erupt /I'nipt/ w la esp of a volcano to release lava, steam, etc suddenly 
and usu violently b(l) to burst violently from limits or restraint (2) of 
a tooth to emerge through the gum c to become suddenly active or 
violent; explode (will terrorism ^ again?) 2 to break out (e g in a rash) 
vt to force out or release suddenly or violently [L eruptus, pp of 
enimpere to burst forth, fr c- f rumpere to break - more at bereave] - 
eniptQMe adj, eruptive /-tiv/ adj, ernptively adv 
eruption /i'rup$h(a)n/ n (a product oO erupting 
-ary /-(a)n/, -ry suffix ( - n) 1 quality or state of having (a specified trait 
or mode of behaviour) (snobbery) (treachery) 2 art or practice of 
(cookery) (skulduggery) 3 place of doing, keeping, producing, or selling 
(a specified thing) (fishery) (bakery) 4a collection or body of 
(finery) (greenery) b class of (specified) goods (iron- 
mongery) (confectionery) 5 state or condition of (slavery) 6 ail that is 
concerned with or charactenstic of - chiefly derog 


(popery) (tomfoolery) USE -ry often after d, t. 1, or n, otherwise -ery 
[ME -ene, fr OF, fr -ler -er f -ie -y] 
erysipelas /.en'sipalas/ n a feverish disease with intense deep red local 
inflammation of the skin, caused by infection by a streptococcal bacterium 
[ME ensipila, fr L erysipelas, fr Gk, fr crysi- (akin to Gk erythros red) 
+ -pelas (akin to L pelhs skin) - more at red] 
erythema /.eri'theema/ n abnormal redness of the skin [NL, fr Gk 
erythema, fr erythainem to redden, fr erythros] - erythematous 
/.en'theematos; also .enthee'mahtas/ adj 
erythr-» erythro- comb form 1 red <crythrocy/e> 2 erythrocyte <cryth- 
roid) [Gk, fr erythros - more at rld] 
erythroblast /i'nthroh.blast/ n a nucleated bone-marrow ceil that gives 
nse to red blood cells [ISV] - erythroblastic /-'blast ik/ adj 
erythrocyte /I'nthni.siet/ n rfd bicku) cell [ISV] - erythrocytic 
/-'sitik/ adj 

erythromycin /i.nthra'miesin/ n an antibiotic effective against many 
types of bactena and some protozoans 
erythropoiesis /i,nthrohpoy'eesis/ n the formation of red blood cells 
[NL, fr erythr- + Gk poiesis creation] - erythropoietic /-poy’ctik/ adj 
erythropoietin /i.rithroh'poyitin, -poy'ectin/ n a hormone formed, esp 
in the kidney, in response to reduced oxygen concentration, that stimu- 
lates red bicxxl cell formation [erythropoietic f -in] 

’-es /-az, -iz after s,7,sh,ch; -z after v or a vowel/ suffix ( - n pi) 1 used 
to form the plural of most nouns that end in s (glasses), z (fuzzes), sh 
(bushes), ch (jyeaches), or a final y that changes to / (ladies) and some 
nouns ending in /that changes to v (loaves), compare '-s I 2 '-s 2 [MF 
-es. -s - more at ‘-s] 

*-es suffix (-* vb) ' used to form the third person singular present of most 
verbs that end in s (blesses), z (fizzes), sh (hushes), ch (catches >, or a 
final y that changes to ; (defies), compare ^-s [ME ^ more at ^-s) 
escadrille /eska,dnl/ n an air force unit of any of several European 
countnes (e g France) [F. flotilla, escadrille. fr Sp escuadnfla, dim of 
escuadra squadron, squad - more at sgi ad] 

escalade /.eska'layd/ n an act of scaling (the walls of a fortification) [F, 
fr It scalata, fr scalare to scale, fr scaJa ladder, fr LL - more at 'scai l] 

- escalade vt, escalader n 

escalate /cskalayt/ vi 1 fxtand la (the matter has - d into something 
like a major scandal - Sunday Times Magazine ^ 2 risf 10b /escalating 
pnees) --vt EXPAND I [back-formation fr escalator] - escalation 
/,eska'laysh(a)n/ n, escalatory /.eska’laytfajn/ adj 
escalator /'cskplaylp/ n a power-dnven set of stairs arranged like an 
endless belt that ascend or descend continuously [fr Escalator, a trade- 
mark] 

escallop /e'skobp, e'skal-/ n a scallop 

escalope /cska.lop/ « a thin boneless slice of meat, esp a slice of veal 
from the leg meat [F, fr MF, shell more at scaiiop] 
escapade /'eskapayd/ n a wild, reckless, and often mischievous adven- 
ture, esp one that flouts rules or convention [F, fr MF, fr 01 1 scappata, 
fr scappare to escape, fr (assumed) VL excappare] 

'escape /I'skayp/ vt la to get away, esp from confinement or restraint 
< ^ d from the burning building) (fantasy allows us to - from reality) 
b of gases, liquids, etc to leak out gradually, seep cofa plant to run wild 
from cultivation 2 to avoid a threatening evil - vt 1 to get or stay out 
of the way of, avoid (— death) 2 to fail to be noticed or recallable by 
(his name -s me) 3 to be produced or made by (esp a person), usu 
involuntanly (a yawn ~d him) (ME escapen, fr ONF escaper, fr 
(assumed) VL excappare, fr L ex- ^ LL cappa head covenng, cloak] - 
escapable adj, escaper n, escapee /i.skay'pee/ n 
^escape n 1 an act or instance of escaping 2 a means of escape 3 a 
cultivated plant run wild 

’escape adj 1 providing a means of escape (an — hatch) (- literature) 
' 2 providing a means of evading a regulation, claim, or commitment (an 

- clause in a contract) 

escapement /I'skaypmant/ n a device in a tim^iece through which the 
energy of the power source is delivered to the regulatory mechanism that 
controls the motion of the cogwheels [‘esc ape -ment] 
escape velocity n the minimum velocity that a moving body (e g a 
rocket) must have to escape from the gravitational field of the earth or 
of a celestial body 

escapism /i'skay,piz(3)m/ n habitual diversion of the mind to purely 
imaginative activity or entertainment as an escape from reality or routine 

- escapist adj or n 

escapoiogy /.eska'pobji/ n the art or practice of escaping, esp as a 
theatrical performance - escapologist n 
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escargot /e'skahgoh (Fr rskargo)/ n, pi escargota /e'skahgohz (Fr ^ )/ 
a snail prepared for use as food [F, fr MF. fr OProv escaragol] 
escarp /I'skahp/ vt or n (to) scarp [F escarpe, n, fr It scarpa] 
escarpment /i‘skahpinant/ n a long cliff or steep slope separating 2 
more gently sloping surfaces 

-escence /-'es(3)ns/ suffix ( -* n) process of becoming <ofeso/csccncc>, 
state or condition of being (alkalescence} (effervescence} [MF, fr L 
-escentia, fr •escent-, -escens ^ -la -y] 

•escent /-'es(a)nt/ suffix ( - adj) 1 being or beginning to be, slightly 
(convalesceni} (incandesceni} 2 reflecting or emitting light (in a speci- 
fied way) (fluorescent} (opalescent} 3 having the properties of, resem- 
bling (arborescent} [MF, fr L -escenf-. -escens, prp suffix of incho verbs 
ending in -escerej 

eschar /'eskah/ n a scab formed esp after a bum [ME escare - more at 
'scar] 

eschatology /.eska‘tobji/ /i 1 a branch of theology or religious belief 
concerned with the ultimate destiny of the universe or of mankind 2 the 
Chnstian doctnne concerning death, judgment, heaven, and hell - com- 
pare LAST THINGS [Gk cscliatos last, farthest] - eschatological 
/.eskata'lojikl/ adj, cschatologicilly adv 
'escheat /is'cheet/ n the reversion of property to a government or feudal 
lord on the owner's dying without having made a will and without heirs, 
also property that has so reverted [ME eschete, fr OF, reversion of 
property, fr eschcotr to fall, devolve, fr (assumed) VL excadere, tr L ex- 
♦ (assumed) VL cadere to fall, fr L cadere - more at chancl] 
’escheat vb to (cause to) revert by escheat - eacheatable adj 
eschew /is'chooh/ vt to avoid habitually, esp on moral or practical 
grounds, shun - fml [ME eschewen, fr MF eschiuver, of Gmc origin, akin 
to OHG scnnhen to f^nghten off - more at shy] 
eschscholtzi^i /is kolsha, e'shohltzi a/ n any of a genus of yellow- or 
red-flowered (garden) plants of the poppy family [NL, genus name, fr J 
F Fschschohz tl831 G naturalist] 

'escort /cskawi/ n 1 a person, group of people, ship, aircraft, etc 
accompanying sby or sthg to give protection or show courtesy 2 one who 
accompanies another socially [F escorte, fr It scorta, fr scorgere to guide, 
fr (assumed) VLexcom^ere.fr Lex- ^ comgere to make straight, correct 
“ more at roRRK:cT] 

’escort /I'skawt/ vt to accompany as an escort 
'escort .agency n an organization that provides usu female social 
escorts 

escritoire /.eskn'twah/ n a wnting table or desk [obs F, wnting desk, 
senptonum, fr ML senptonum] 

escrow /’cskroh, -'-/ n a deed, money, piece of property, etc deposited 
with a third person to be delivered by him/her to a designated person only 
upon the fulfilment of some condition [MF escroue scroll] - in escrow 
in trust as an escrow 

escudo /es'koohdoh/ n. pi escudos Portugal, Cape Verde. Gumea- 
Bissau at naiionalify [Sp & Pg, lit , shield, fr L scutum] 
esculent /'eskyoobnt/ n or adj (sthg that is) edible - fml [L esculentus, 
fr esca food, fr edere to eat - more at eat] 

escutcheon /I'skuchan/ n 1 a shield on which a coat of arms is 
displayed 2 a protective or ornamental shield or plate (eg round a 
keyhole) [ME escochon, fr MF escuchon, fr (assumed) VL scutwn-, 
scutio, fr L scutum shield - more at esquire] 

'-ese /-eez/ suffix (n - adj) of or onginating in (a specified place or 
country) (Japanese} (Viennese} [Pg & It -esc, fr L -e/is/s] 

’•ese suffix (n - n), pi -ese 1 inhabitant of (Chinese} 2a language of 
(Portuguese} (Cantonese} b speech, literary style, or diction peculiar to 
(a specified place, person, or group) - chiefly derog (jour- 
nalese} (officialese} 

esker also eskar /'eska/ n a long narrow ndge of sand and gravel 
deposited by a stream flowing from a retreating glacier gecxfraphy 
[IrGael etscir ndge] 

Eskimo also Esquimau /'eskimoh/ n. pi Eskimos, esp collectively Eskimo 
(a member or the language oO any of a group of peoples of N Canada, 
Greenland, Alaska, and E Siberia languacie [Dan Eskimo & F 
Esquimau, of Algcmquian ongin, akin to Cree askimowew he eats it raw] 
- Eskimoan /,eski'moh-on/ a4f 

Eskimo dog n (any oO a breed of broad-chested powerful sledge dogs 
native to Greenland and Labrador 

ssophag-, esophago- comb form, NAm oesophag-, oesophago- 
esoterlc /.eeso'terik, .esoh-/ adj 1 designed for, understood by. or 
restricted to a small group, esp of the specially initiated knowl- 
edge}('^ pursuits} - compare exoteric 2 private, confidential (an ^ 
purpose} [LL esotencus, fr Gk esoterikos, fr esotero, compar of eiso, eso 


within, fr eis into, fr en in - more at in] - csoterically adv, esotericism 
/•n,siz(9)m/ n 

ESP n extrasensory perception [extrasensory perception] 
espadrille /.espa'dril/ n a flat sandal that usu has a canvas uppe^and 
a rope sole and is tied round the ankle or leg with laces 
GARMENT [F] 

espalier /I'spalya/ n (a fruit tree or shrub trained to grow flat against) 
a railing, trellis, etc [F. deriv of It spalla shoulder, fr LL spatula shoulder 
blade - more at epaulette] 

esparto /I'spahtoh/ n, pi espartos ather of 2 Spanish and Algerian 
grasses used esp to make rope, shoes, and paper [Sp, fr L spartum, fr Gk 
sparton ~ more at 'spire] 

especial /i'spesh(a)l/ adj (distinctively or particularly) speaal [ME, fr 
MF - more at special] ~ especially adv 

Esperanto /.espyrantoh/ n an artificial international language largely 
based on words common to the chief European languages [Dr Esperanto 
(denv of L sperare to hope), pseudonym of L L Zamenhof tl917 Pol 
oculist. Its inventor] - Esperantist n or adj 
espial /I'spie-dl/ n (an act oO espying or observing 
espionage /'cspi anahzh, -nij, I'spie-/ n spying or the use of spies 
to obtain information (industnal ~ > [F espionnage, fr MF, fr espionner 
to spy, fr espion spy, fr Olt spione, fr spia, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG 
spehon to spy - more at spy] 

esplanade /.espb'nahd, -nayd/ n a level open stretch of paved or grassy 
ground, esp along a shore [F. fr It spianata, fr spianare to level, fr L 
explanare - more at explain] 

espousal /I'spowzl/ n 1 a betrothal; also a mamage - often pi with sing 
meaning, fml 2 the adoption or support of a cause or belief 
espouse /I'spowz/ vt 1 to marry - fml 2 to take up and support as a 
cause, become attached to the problems of minority groups} [ME 
espousen, fr MF espouser, fr LL sponsare to betroth, fr L sponsus, pp of 
spondere to promise, betroth - more at spouse] - e^NNiser n 
espresso /I'spresoh/ n, pi espresaos (an apparatus for making) coffee 
brewed by forcing steam through finely ground coffee beans [It {caffe) 
espresso, lit , pressed out coffee] 

esprit /e'spree/ n vivacious cleverness or wit [F, fr L spintus spint] 
e, sprit de 'corps /da 'kaw/ n the common spint and loyalty existing 
among the members of a group [F] 

espy /I'spie/ vt to catch sight of [ME espien, fr OF espier - more at 
spy] 

-esque /-'esk/ suffix (n - adj) in the manner or style of. like 
<5rartiesque> <Aa/kaesque> <ro/na/iesque> [F, fr It -csco, of Gmc ongin, 
akin to OHG -isc -ish - more at ish] 

Esquimau /'eskimoh/ n, pi Esquimaux, esp collectively EsquiBsan (an) 
Eskimo 

esquire /I'skwie a/ n 1 a member of the English gentry ranking below 
H knight 2 - used instead of Mr as a man's courtesy title and usu placed 
in its abbreviated form after the surname (J R Smith, Esq) 3 archaic a 
landed propnetor [ME, fr MF esqa/er squire, fr LL scutanus, fr L scutum 
shield; akin to OHG sceida sheath] 

•ess /-is, -as, -es/ suffix {n - n) female (actress} (lioness} - often derog 
(Negress} (poetess} [ME -esse, fr OF, fr LL -issa, fr Gk] 

'essay /e'say/ vt to attempt - fml - essayer n 
’essay /'esay/ n 1 a usu short piece of prose wnting on a specific topic 
2 an (initial tentative) effort or attempt - fml [MF essai, fr LL cxagium 
act of weighing, fr ex- + agere to dnve - more at agent] - essayiit n, 
essayiatic A'istik/ adj 

essence /'cs(a)ns/ n la the real or ultimate nature of an individual being 
or thing, esp as opposed to its existence or its accidental qualities b the 
properties or attnbutes by means of which sthg can be categonzed or 
identified 2 sthg that exists, esp in an abstract form; an entity 3a (an 
alcoholic solution or other preparation oO an extract, essential oil, etc 
possessing the special qualities of a plant, drug, etc in concentrated form 
b an odour, peifume c one who or that which resembles an extract in 
possessing a quality in concentrated form [ME, fr MF & L, MF, fr L 
essentia, fr esse to be > more at is] - in essence in or by its very nature; 
essentially - of the essence of the utmost importance; essential (lime was 
of the essence) 

'•ssential /I'senshfa)!/ adj 1 of or being (an) essence; inherent 2 of the 
utmost impoitance; basic, necessary <-•' foods} (an ^ requirement for 
admission to university} 3 idiopathic - essentially adv, esseatiahieM, 
essentiality /-shi'alati/ n 

’•ssential n sthg basic, indispensable, or fundamenul (the ^sof astron- 
omy} 
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•SMntial amino acid n an amino acid (e g lysine) that is required in 
the diet for normal health and growth 

aa'aantialjam /- 4 z( 3 )m/ n a philosophical theory that regards the 
essence of sthg as more important than its existence - compare existen- 
tialism - easentiaiitt adj or n 

aa,aantial 'oil n any of various volatile oils that give the charactenstic 
smells to plants and are used esp in perfumes and flavounngs - compare 
RXED OIL 

'-••t /'ist/ suffix {adj or adv -» adj or adv) ~ used to form the superlative 
degree of adjectives and adverbs of I and sometimes 2 or more syllables 
that end in a consonant </b//est> <dea/est>. a vowel other than e, or a final 
y that changes to / <dre8nwt>, compare '-sr [ME, fr OE -sf, -cst, -ost. 
akin to OHC -isto (adj superl suffix). Gk -istos] 

*<OSt, -at /-ist/ suffix {-* vb) - used to form the archaic second person 
singular of verbs (with thou) [ME, fr OE -est, -ast, -sr, akin to OHG -is/. 
-ost. -at, 2 sing, ending] 

establish /i'stablish/ vr 1 to make firm or stable 2 to enact permanently 
a /aw) 3 to bring into existence; found <^ed a repubhc} 4a to set 
on a firm basis; place (e g oneselQ m a permanent or firm usu favourable 
position <^ed himself as the leader') b to gam full recognition or 
acceptance of (^she ^ ed her fame as an actress) 5 to make (a church or 
religion) a national institution supported by civil authonty 6 to put 
beyond doubt; prove <^ed /ns innocence) 1 to cause (a plant) to grow 
and multiply in a place where previously absent [ME estabhssen, fr MF 
establiss-, stem of estabUr, fr L stabilire, fr stabilis stable] - establishable 
adj, eatabliahcr n 

s'stablishment /-mant/ n 1 sthg established eg a a usu targe 
organization or institution b a place of business or residence with its 
furnishings and staff 2 an established order of society: e g a sing or pi 
in constr, often cap the entrenched social, economic, and political 
leaden of a nation b often cap a controlling group <the literary ~ > 
[establish + -ment] 

Mtablishmentarian /i.stablishmdn'teari an/ adj of or favounng the 
social or political establishment or esp the established religion - establlsh- 
mentarlaB n, establiabmentarianlam n 

aataminat /e'staminay (Fr estamine)/ n, pi estaminets / ^ / a small cafe 

[F] 

aatata /i'stayt/ n 1 a social or political class (e g the nobility, clergy, or 
commons) ia(l) the whole of sby’s real or personal property (2) the 
assets and liabilities left by sby at death b a large landed property, esp 
in the country, usu with a large house on it 2 Bra part of an urban area 
devoted to a particular type of development (a housing ^ next to an 
industrial ^ >; specif one devoted to housing <a council ^ > 4 a state, 
condition - fml <nien of low ^) [ME estat, fr MF - more at state] 
•'state .agent n, Br l an agent who is involved in the buying and selling 
of land and property (eg houses) 2 one who manages an estate, a 
steward 

•'state .car n, Br a relatively large motor car with a nearly vertical rear 
door and 1 compartment in which both passengers and bulky luggage can 
be carried 

•'state .duty n death duty 

'esteem /i'stecm/ n favourable regard (.held in high - by his col- 
leagues) 

^teem vt 1 to consider, deem (would it a privilege) 2 to set a high 
value on; regard highly and pnze accordingly [ME estemen to estimate, 
fr MF estimer, fr L aestimare] 

ester /'esu/ n a (fragrant) compound formed by the reaction between an 
acid and an alcohol usu with elimination of water [G, fr essigather ethyl 
acetate, fr essig vinegar + Sther ether] 'V 

•sterify /e'stenfie/ vt to convert into an ester - esterification 
/e.steriri'kaysh(a)n/ n 

Esther /'esto/ n (a book of the Old Testament concerning) a Jewish 
heroine and queen of Persia [L, fr Heb Ester] 
estheste /.es'theezhya, -zya; also ,ees-/ n, NAm aesthesia - eathesis 
/-sis/ n 

•stheeio- comb form, NAm aesthesio- 

•sthefe /'eestheet/ n, NAm an aesthete - esthetic /is'thetik, es-/ adj, 

esthetics n 

estimable /'estimabl/ adj worthy of esteem - estimableness n 
'estimate /'estimayt/ vt la to judge approximately the value, worth, or 
significance of b to determine roughly the size, extent, or nature of c to 
produce a statement of the approximate cost of 2 to judge, conclude [L 
aestimatus, pp of aestimare to value, estimate] - estimative Amativ/ adj, 
cstlnator o 

*eatimate /estimat/ n 1 the act of appraising or valuing; a calculation 


2 an opinion or judgment of the nature, character, or quality of sby or sthg 

3 (the numerical value oO a rough or approximate calculation 4 a 
statement of the expected cost of a job 

estimation /.esti'maysh(a)n/ n 1 estimate 2 2a estimating b the value, 
amount, or size arrived at in an estimate 3 esteem 
Estonian /e'stohnyan, -m an/ n a native or the Finno-Ugnc language of 
Estonia language [Estonia, country m N Europe, now republic 
of USSR] - Estonian adj 

estop /I’stop/ vt -pp- to impede, esp by estoppel [ME estoppen, fr MF 
estouper] 

estoppel /i'stop(a)l/ n a legal bar to alleging or denying a fact because 
of one’s previous actions or words [prob fr MF estoupail bung, fr 
estouper] 

estr-, estro- comb form, NAm oestr- 

estrange /I'straynj/ vt to arouse enmity or indifTerence in (sby) in place 
of affection, alienate - usu + from <--d from her husband) (MF 
estranger, fr ML extraneare, fr L extrancus strange - more at strange] 
- estrangement n, estranger ii 

estuarine /'estyooa,rin, -,ncn/, estuarial /.estyoo'eanol/ adj of, living in, 
or formed in an estuary < ^ currents) < ^ animals) 
estuary /'estyexon/ n a water passage where the tide meets a nver, esp 
a sea inlet at the mouth of a river [L aestuanum, fr acstus boiling, tide, 
akin to L aestas summer - more at ldii y] 
esurient /I'syooan ant/ adj hungry, greedy - fml [L esunent-, esunens, 
prp of esunre to be hungry, fr edere to cat] - esurience, esuriency n, 
esuriently adv 

-et Alt, -et/ suffix ( - n) I small or lesser kind of (baronel) <.islet) 2 
group of (a specified number) (octet) [ME, fr OF -ct, inasc, & -ete, fern, 
fr LI. -itus Sl -ita] 

eta /‘eeta/ n the 7ih letter of the Greek alphabet [LL, fr Gk eta, of Scni 
ongin; akin to Heb heth, 8th letter of the Heb alphabet] 
et al /,et 'al/ adv and others [1. et aln (inasc), et aliae (fern), et aha 
(neut)] 

etatism /ay'tatiz(3)m/ n mail S(X ialism [F etatisme, fr etat state, fr 
OF es/a/J - etitist adj 
etc /it ‘setra/ adv ft cetfra 

et cetera /it 'setra/ adv and other things, esp of the same kind, broadly 
•and so forth [L] 

et'ceteras n pi unspecified additional items, (mos and ends 
'etch /ech/ vt la to produce (e g a picture or letters), esp on a plate of 
metal or glass, by the corrosive action of an acid b to subject (metal, glass, 
' etc) to such etching 2 lo delineate or impress clearly (scenes that are 
indelibly ^ cd in our minds) ~ vi to practise etching [D etsen, fr G atzen, 
lit , lo feed, fr OHG azzen, akin to OHG ezzan to cat - more at eaf] - 
etcher n 

^etch n (the action or effect oO an etching acid (on a surface) 
etching /'eching/ n 1 the art of producing pictures or designs by pnnting 
from an etched metal plate 2 an impression from an etched plate 
'eternal /i'tuhni/ adj 1 having infinite duration, everlasting life) 2 
incessant, interminable 3 timeless (the ~ truths) [MR, fr MF, fr LL 
aetemalis, fr L aetemus eternal, akin to L aevum age, eternity - more at 
'aye] - eternalize vt, eternally adv, eternalness n, eternize 
/I'tuhnicz/ vt 

^eternal n 1 cap god 1 - l /he 2 sthg eternal 
•tarnal triangle n a conflict that results from the sexual attraction 
between 2 people of one sex and 1 person of the other 
eternity /I'tuhnati/ n 1 the quality or state of being eternal 2 infinite 
time 3 the eternal life after death 4 a (seemingly) endless or immeasurable 
time (we waited an -- for the tram) [ME etemite, fr MF etemite, fr L 
aetemitat-, aetemitas, fr aetemus] 

atesian winds /I'teczhyan. -zhan/ n pi, often cap E annually recurnng 
summer winds that blow over the Mediterranean [L etesius, fr Gk etaios, 
fr etos year - more at wether] 

eth /eth/ n a letter S used in Old English and Icblandic - compare thorn 

4 [Icel] 

•th-, etho- comb form ethyl (ethaldehyde) (ethochlonde) [ISV] 

'-•th Aith/, -th /-th/ suffix (vb -* v6) - used to form the archaic third 
person singular present of verbs <gocth> (doth) [ME, fr OE -eth, -ath, 
-th\ akin to OHG -it, -dt, -et, 3 sing, ending, L -t, -it] 

*-ath Aith/ - see ' . '-th 

•thana /'eethayn/ n an odourless gaseous hydrocarbon of the alkane 
group found in natural gas and used esp as a fuel [ISV, fr ethyl] 
•thanol /'etha.nol. 'eeth-/ n alcohol 1 
•thana /etheen/ n ethylene 

•thar /'eetha/ n 1 ether, aether (the rarefied element formerly believed 
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to All) the upper regions of space; the heavens 2 ether, aether a medium 
formerly held to permeate all space and transmit electromagnetic waves 
(e g light and radio waves) 3a a volatile inflammable liquid used esp as 
a solvent and formerly as a general anaesthetic b any of various organic 
compounds charactenzed by an oxygen atom attached to 2 carbon atoms 
(ME, fr L aether, fr Gk aither, fr aithein to ignite, blaze] - etherlsh adj, 
etheric /ee'therik, i-/ adj 

•thereat /i'thiari-al; sense 3 .etha'ree-al/ adj 1 of the regions beyond the 
earth 2a lacking material substance, intangible b marked by unusual 
delicacy, lightness, and refinement 3 of, containing, or resembling a 
chemical ether 4 celestial, heavenly - poetic [L aethereus, fr Gk aithenos, 
fr aither] - ethereally adv, ethei^lty /.ithiari'alati/, etherealneaa n. 
ethereallze vt, etherealization /-ie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
ether ize, -ise /ecth3.nez/ vt to treat or anaesthetize (as iQ with ether 
- etherizer n, etherization /,eeth3rie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
ethic Athik/ n \pJ but sing or p! m constr inquiry into the nature and 
basis of moral pnnciples and judgments 2 a set of moral pnnciples or 
values </Ae current matenahsUc 3 pi but sing or pi in constr the 
pnnciples of conduct governing an individual or a group (jiwfessional 
^s> [ME ethik, fr MF ethique, fr L ethice, fr Gk ethtke, fr ethtkos] 
ethical Athikl/ also ethic adj 1 conforming to accepted, esp pro- 
fessional, standards of conduct or morality 2 of a drug available to the 
general public only on a doctor’s or dentist's prescnption [ME etik, fr L 
ethicus, fr Gk ethikos, fr ethos character] - ethically adv, ethicality 
/.ethi'kabti/, ethicalness n 
ethinyl Athanil. I'thienil, -nicl/ n ethynyl 

Ethiopian /.ecthi'ohpi an, -pyan/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of 
Ethiopia [Ethiopia, country in NE Afnca] 

Ethiopic /,eethi!.'>)>ik. -'ohpik/a<^ or n (oO a Semitic language used as the 
Chnstian liturgical language in Ethiopia 
ethmoid /'ethmoyd/, ethmoidal /eth'moydl/ adj of, adjoining, or being 

1 or more bones of the walls and septum of the nasal cavity [F ethmoide, 
fr Gk ethmoeides, lit , like a strainer, fr ethmos strainer] - ethmoid n 

ethnarch /'ethnahk/ n the governor of a province or people (Gk 
ethnarches, fr ethnos nation, people + archos ruler] 

'ethnic Athmk/ adj 1 of or being human races or large groups classed 
according to common traits mmc)n//cs>< groups') 2 of an exotic, 
esp peasant, culture restaurants) (ME, fr LL ethnicus, fr Gk ethnikos 
national, gentile, fr ethnos] - ethnicity /.eth'nisili, -sati/ n 
'ethnic n, chiefly NAm a member of an ethnic (minonty) group 
ethnical /'ethnikl/ adj 1 ethnic 2 ethnological - ethnically adv 
ethno- comb form race, people; cultural group <ethnoce/7//7c> (F, fr Gk 
ethno-, ethn-, fr e//inos] 

ethnocentric /.ethnoh'sentnk/ adj 1 having race as a central interest 

2 regarding one’s own group as supenor - ethnocentrically adv, eth- 
nocentricity /-sen'trisati/ n, ethnocentrism n 

ethnography /eth'nografi/ n ethnology; specif descnptivc anthro- 
pology (F ethnographic, fr ethno- » -graphic -graphy] - ethnographer n, 
ethnographic /.ethnoh'grafik/, ethnographical adj, ethnographically 
adv 

ethnology /eth'nobji/ n a science that deals with the vanous forms of 
social relationships (e g kinship, law, religion, etc) found in esp preliterate 
human societies - ethnologist n, ethnologic /.cthna'Iojik/, ethnological 
adj, ethnologically adv 

ethnomuelcology /,ethnoh.myoohzi'kobji/ n the study of the music of 
non-Eiiropean cultures - ethnomuaicologist n, ethnomusicological 
/-ka'lojikl/ adj 

ethology /I'thobji/ n 1 the study of the formation and evolution of 
human characters and beliefs 2 the scientific study of animal behaviour 
[L ethologia art of depicting character, fr Gk ethologia, fr dthos] - 
ethologist n, ethological /.itha'lojikl/ adj 
ethos /'eethos/ n the distingui^ing character or guiding beliefs of a 
person, institution, etc [NL. fr Gk ethos custom, character] 
ethyl /’ethil, 'ecthil, -thiel/ n a univalent hydrocarbon radical QH, 
denved from ethane [ISV ether i -yf] 

.ethyl 'acetate n a f^ragrant volatile inflammable liquid ester used esp 
as a solvent and in flavounngs 
ethyl alcohol n alcohol 1 

ethylene Athi,leen/ n 1 an inflammable gaseous unsaturated hydrocar- 
bon of the alkene group, found in coal gas and used esp in organic 
chemical synthesis 2 a bivalent hydrocarbon radical derived from 
ethane - ethyicnic /-'lenik/ adj 

.ethylene 'glycol n a thick liquid alcohol used esp as an antifreeze 
.ethyl 'ether n ether 3a 

ethynyl, ethinyl /'ethanil, e'thienil, -niel/ n a radical HC=C derived 


from acetylene by removal of 1 hydrogen atom [ethyne, ethine (acetylmie) 
(fr ethy\ i- -me) ^ -yl] 

-•tic /-'ctik/ suffix ( - adj) '-ic <ascctic) - often in adjectives correspond- 
ing to nouns ending in esis <ge/ietic> ^synthetic) [L A Gk; L -eticus, fr 
Gk -etikos, -etikos, fr -etos, -etos, ending of certain verbals] 

•tiolete /’eeti-a.layt, -tioh-/ vt 1 to bleach and alter the natural develop- 
ment of (a green plant) by excluding sunlight 2 to make weak, pale, or 
sickly (F etioler, fr ONF etieuler to turn to stubble, fr eteule stubble, denv 
of L stipula straw] - etiolation /,eeti a‘laysh(9)n. -tioh-/ n 
etiology /.eeti'obji/ n, NAm aetiology - etiologic /.eetia'lojik/, etiologi- 
cal adj, etiologically adv 

etiquette Ati.ket/ n the conventionally accepted standards of proper 
social or professional behaviour ^medical > (F etiquette, lit., ticket - 
more at ticket] 

Eton collar /'eetn/ n a large stiff turnover collar [Eton College, public 
school in England] 

Etonian /ee'tonhnym, -m an/ n or adj (a pupil) of Eton College 
etrier /'aytnay (Fr etijc)/ n a short rope ladder used in mountaineenng. 
potholing, etc (F etner, lit , stirrup] 

Etruscan /i'truskan/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant or the language) of 
ancient Etruria 3" alphabet (L Etruscus of Etruna, ancient country 
of Italy] 

-ette /-'ct/ suffix (n - n) 1 small or lesser kind of 
<kitchene{ie) (^cigarette) 2 female d^suffragette) (^usherette) 3 imitation, 
substitute ileatheretie) (JlanneltWt) (ME, fr MF, fern dim. suffix, fr OF 
-cte ~ more at -ei] 

Atude /ay'tyoohd [Fr ety:d)/ n a piece of music written pnmanly for the 
practice of a technique [F, lit , study, fr MF estude, estudie] 
etui /e'twee/ n. pi etuis /e'twee(z)/ a small ornamental case, esp for 
needles (F etui] 

etymolog ize, -ise /.eti'mobjiez/ vt to discover or give an etymology for 
VI to study or formulate etymologies 
etymology /.eti'mobji/ n 1 the history of the ongin and development 
of a word or other linguistic form 2 a branch of linguistics dealing with 
etymologies [ME ethimologie, fr L etymologia, fr Gk, fr etymon ^ -logia 
•logy] - etymologist n, etymological /-ma'iojiki/ adj, etymologically 
adv 

etymon /'eti.mon/ n, pi etyma /-ms/ also etymons an earlier linguistic 
form from which derivatives are formed (L, fr Gk, literal meaning of a 
word according to its ongin, fr etymos true; akin to Gk efeos true] 
eu- comb form la well, easily (^euplastic) (^euphonious) h good 
(eupcpsia) 2 true (euchromatin) USE (I) compare uys- 2 (ME, fr L, 
fr Gk. fr ey, eu, fr ncut of eys good, akin to Hitt asus good, & perh to 
L esse to ^] 

eucalypt /’yoohka.lipt/ n a eucalyptus 
eucalyptol /.yoohka'hptol/ n cineole 

eucalyptus /.yoohka'liptas/ n. pi eucalyptuses, eucalypti /-'liptie/ any 
of a genus of mostly Australian evergreen trees of the myrtle family that 
are widely cultivated for their gums, resins, oils, and wood (NL, genus 
name, fr eu- ^ Gk kalyptos covered, fr kalyptein to conceal, fr the conical 
covenng of the buds] 

eucaryote /yooh'kanoht, -at/ n a eukaryote - eucaryotic 
/,yooh,kan'otik/ adj 

Eucharist /'yoohkanst/ n (the bread and wine consecrated in) the 
Chnstian sacrament in which bread and wine, being or representing the 
body and blood of Chnst, are ntually consumed in accordance with 
Chnst’s injunctions at the Last Supper [ME eukanst, fr MF euchanste, 
fr LL euchanstia, fr Gk, Euchanst, gratitude, fr euchanstos grateful, fr 
eu- 4 chanzesthai to show favour, fr chans favour, grace, gratitude] - 
eucharistic /.yoohks'nstik/ adj, often cap 
'euchre /"yoohks/ n a US card game in which a player must take at least 
3 out of 5 Incks to win (ongin unknown] 

'euchre vt to prevent from winning 3 tncks in euchre 
euchromatin /yooh'krohmatm/ n the genetically active part of chroma- 
tin that IS largely composed of genes [G, fr eu- f chromatin] - 
euchromatic /-'matik/ adj 

euclidean /yooh'klidi-an/ adj. often cap of or being the geometry of 
Euclid that desenbes euclidean space [Euclid fl ab 300 bc Gk mathema- 
tician] 

euclidean space n, offen cap E the normal three-dimensional space in 
which euclidean geometry applies 

•udemonism, eudaemonism /yooh'deem9,niz(9)m/ n the doctrine that 
personal well-being through a life governed by reason is the sole or chief 
good (Gk eudaimonia happiness, fr eudaimon happy, fr eu- + daimon 
spirit] - eudemonist n, eudeoKwIstk /yooh.deema'nistik/ adj 
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eugenic /yooh'jenik/ adj 1 relating to or fit for the production of good 
oflspnng 2 of eugenics (Gk eugenes wellborn, fr eu- + -gena bom - more 
at -gf.n] > eugenically adv 

eu'genics n pi but smg m constr a science dealing with the improvement 
(e g by control of human mating) of the hereditary qualities of a race or 
breed - engeaicist /-nisist/ n 

euglena /yooh'gleena/ n any of a genus of green freshwater single-celled 
organisms that move by means of a long flagellum (NL, genus name, fr 
eii- 'I' Gk glene eyeball, socket of a joint] - euglenoid /-.noyd/ adj 
or n 

euhemerism /yooh‘hema,nz(9)m/ n interpretation of myths in terms of 
histoncal people and events [Euhcmerus, 4th-c bc Gk mythographer] ■ 
eubemerist n, euhemerize vt. enhemertstic /-'nstik/ adj, eubemeristically 
adv 

eukaryote^ eucaryote /yooh'kanoht, -at/ n an organism composed of 1 
or more cells typically with visibly evident nuclei - compare prok ar yoi c 
(eu- + kary- + ~ote (as in zygote)] - eukaryotic /-'otik, -'ohtik/ adj 
eulog-ize, -ise /'yoohlajiez/ vt to extol - eulogizer n 
eulogy /'yoohbji/ n 1 a (formal) speech or piece of wnting in praise of 
a person or thing 2 high praise [ME euloge, fr ML culogium, fr Gk 
eulogia praise, fr eu- -f -logia -logy] - eulogist n, eulogistic A'jistik/ adj, 
eulogistically adv 

Eumenides /yooh'meni,decz/ n pi the Funes [L, fr Gk. lit . the 
well-disposed ones] 

eunuch /'yoohnak/ n 1 a castrated man employed, esp formerly, in a 
harem or as a chamberlain in a palace 2 a man or boy deprived of the 
testes or external genitals (ME eunuk, fr L eunuchus, fr Gk cunouchos, 
fr eune bed f echein to have, have charge of - more at schfme] - 
euAuchism n, eunuchoid /-.koyd/ adj or n 

euonymus /yooh’ommas/ n spindle tree (NL, genus name, fr L 
cuonyftws spindle tree, fr Gk eudnymos, fr euonymos having an auspi- 
cious name, fr eu- + onyma name - more at name] 
eupepsla /yooh'pepsi a/ n 1 good digestion 2 happiness, optimism 
USE fml (NL, fr eu- f -pepsia (as in dyspepsia)] - eupeptic /-tik/ adj 
•uphemitm /'yoohfa,miz(9)m/ n the substitution of a mild, indirect, or 
vague expression for an offensive or unpleasant one; also the expression 
so substituted <fall asleep is a ^ for die) (Gk euphemismas, fr euphemos 
auspicious, sounding good, fr eu- ^ phone speech, fr phanat to say, speak 
- more at 'ban] > euphemistic /-'mistik/ adj, euphemistically adv 
euphem ize, -ise /'yoohfa.miez/ vh to employ or express by a euphem- 
ism - euphemizer n 

•uphonious /yooh'fohnyas, -ni-as/ adj pleasing to the ear - euphoni- 
ously adv, euphonize /'yoohfa.niez/ vt 

euphonium /yoohTohnyam, -ni-am/ n a brass instrument smaller than 
but resembling a tuba and having a range from B flat below the bass staff 
upwards for 3 octaves (Gk euphonos ^ E -mm (as in harmonium)] 
euphony /'yoohfani/ n a pleasing or sweet sound, esp in speech (F 
euphonic, fr LL euphonia, fr Gk euphonia, fr euphonos sweet-voiced, 
musical, fr eu- f phone voice - more at 'ban] - euphonic / 'fonik/ adj, 
euphonically adv 

euphoria /yooh'fawn*a/ n an (inappropnate) feeling of well-being or 
elation - compare dysphoria (NL, fr Gk, fr euphoros healthy, fr eu- + 
pherein to bear ~ more at ^blar] - euphoric /-'fonk/ adj, euphorically 
adv 

euphuism /'yoohfyooh,iz(9)m/ n an artificial and ornate style of wnting 
or speaking [Euphucs, character in prose romances by John Lyly flbOb 
E wnter] - euphuiat n, euphuistic /-'istik/ adj, enphniatically adv 
Eur-, Euro- comb form 1 European ^Eurocommu/i/sm); European and 
<Eurasian> 2 European Economic Community (Eurocrat) (Europe] 
Eurasian /yooa'rayzh(3)n, yoo'ray-/ adj 1 of, growing in, or living in 
Europe and Asia 2 of mixed European and Asian ongin - Eura- 
•inn n 

eureka /yoo(»)Veek9/ intetj - used to express tnumph at a discovery (Gk 
heureka 1 have found, fr heuriskein to find; fr the exclamation attributed 
to Archimedes t212 bc Gk mathematician A inventor on finding a 
method for determining the purity of gold] 

eurhythmic, eurythmic /yoo(a)'ndhmik/ adj 1 harmonious 2 of eur- 
hythmies 

eu'rhythmics, eurythmics u pi but sing or pi in constr the art of 
harmonious bodily movement, esp through expressive timed movements 
in response to music [G eurhythmie, fr L eurhythmia rhythmical move- 
ment, fr Gk, fr eurh^mos rhythmical, fr eu- + rhythmos rhythm] 
auro /yooaroh/ n, pi euros Austr a large reddish grey kangaroo [native 
name in Australia] 

Eurocommuniam /,yoo9roh'komyooniz(a)m/ n Communism as it 


manifests itself in W Europe (e g in Italy and France) - Eurocommunist 
adj or n 

'EurOiCrat /-.krat/ n a staff member of the administrative commission of 
the European Fxonomic Community - infml [European i <'rat (as in 
bureaucrat)] 

‘Euro.dollar /-.dob/ n a US dollar held (e g by a bank) outside the USA, 
esp in Europe (Europe f dollar] 

'European /.yooara'pecan/ adj 1 native to Europe 2 of European 
descent or ongin 3 concerned with or affecting the whole of Europe 4 
advocating European unity or alliance [L Europaeus, fr Gk Europaios, 
fr Europe Europe] - Europeanism n, Europeanize vt, Europeanization 
/.yooor3,peeo nie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

^European n a native or inhabitant of (the mainland oO Europe 
europium /yooa'rohpi-am, -pysm/ n a bivalent and tnvalent metallic 
element of the rare-earth group pfriooic tabll [NL, fr Europa 
Europe] 

Eurovision /'yoodra,vizh(.'>)n/ trademark - used for a television service 
enabling several chiefly W European broadcasting organizations to 
exchange programmes 

eurythmic /yoo(3)'ndhmik/ adj eurhythmie 
eu'rythmics n pi but sing or pi in constr eurhythmies 
eu.Stachian 'tube /yooh'stayshyan, -shan/ n. oficn cap E a tube 
connecting the middle ear with the pharynx that equalizes air pressure on 
both sides of the eardrum -7^ nfrvf [Bartolommeo Fusiachio tl574 
it anatomist] 

eustatic /yooh'statik/ adj of or characterized by worldwide change of 
sea level [ISV] 

eutectic /yooh'tcktik/ adj of or being (the melting or free/mg point oO 
an alloy or other mixture m which the constituents are in such proportions 
that the melting point is the lowest possible for a mixture of these 
substances [Gk eutektos easily melted, fr cu> t tektns melted, fr tekein 
to melt - more at i maw] - eutectic n, eutectoid /-toyd/ adj or n 
euthanasia /,yoohth.Vnayzya, -zha, -zi a/ n the act or practice of killing 
(hopelessly sick or injured) individuals for reasons of mercy [Gk, easy 
death, fr eu- i thanatos death] - euthanasic /-zik/ adj 
eutherian /yooh'thian an/ adj or n (of or being) a mammal of a major 
. division comprising those mammals that have placentas [deriv of NL eu- 
f Gk thenon wild beast - more at i rlai t c) 
euthyroid /yooh’thie(9).royd/ ady characterized by normal thyroid func- 
tion 

eutrophic /yooh’trohfik/ adj, of a body of water rich in dissolved 
nutnents (e g phosphates) but often shallow and seasonally deficient m 
oxygen [prob fr G cutroph, fr Gk eutrophns well nounshed, nounshing, 
fr eu- f trephein to nourish more at atrophy] - eutrophication 
/-,lrohri’kaysh(a)n/ n, eutrophy /’yoohirafi, also ytxih'trohfi/ n 
evacuate /i'vakyoo,ayt/ vt 1 lmpty 1b 2 to discharge from the body 
as waste 3 to remove gas, water, etc from, esp by pumping, esp to produce 
a vacuum in 4a to remove, esp from a dangerous area b to withdraw from 
military occupation of c to vacate (^rapidly ~ d the burning building} - vi 
1 to withdraw from a place in an organized way, esp for protection 2 to 
pass unne or faeces from the body [L evacuatus, pp of evacuare, fr e- + 
vacuus empty more at vacuum] - evacuation /i.vakyooh'aysh(3)n/ n, 
evacuativc /I'vakyooh stiv/ adj 

evacuee /i,vakyoo'ee/ n a person evacuated from a dangerous place 
evade /I'vayd/ vi to take refuge by evading sthg --vt 1 to get away from 
or avoid, esp by deception 2a to avoid facing up to <-d the issue} b to 
fail to pay < taxes} 3 to baffle, foil <t/ie problem ^ s all efforts at 
solution} [MF & L; MF evader, fr L cvaderc, fr e- t vadere to go, walk 
- more at wadf] - evadable adj, evader n 

evagination /i,vaji'naysh(d)n/ n 1 everting 2 a product of eversion, an 
outgrowth [LL evagination-, evaginatio act of unsheathing, fr L evagma- 
tus, pp of evaginare to unsheathe, fr e- va^ma sheath] 
evaluate /i'valyoo,ayt/ vt to determine the amount, value, or signifi- 
cance of, esp by careful appraisal and study (back-formation fr eval- 
uation] - evaluation /i,valyoo'aysh(a)n/ n, eiklnative /i'valyooativ/ adj, 
evaluator /-.aytaZ n 

evanescent /,cva'nes(3)nt/ adj tending to digipate or vanish like vapour 
[L evanescent-, evanescens, prp of evanescere - more at vanish] - 
evaneecdnee /-'nes(a)ns/ n, evanesce vi 
evangel /i'vanj(3)i/ n an evangelist 

evangelical /.eevan'jeliki/ also evangelic /-'jclik/ adj 1 of or in agree- 
ment with the Christian message as presented in the 4 Gospels 2 often 
cap Protestant; specif of the German Protestant church 3 often cap (of 
or being a usu Protestant denomination) emphasizing salvation by faith 
in the atoning death of Jesus Christ, personal conversion, and the 



337 


evi 


authority of Scripture 4a of, adhenng to. or marked by fundamentalism 
b low CHURCH 5 evangelistic, zealous ardour) [evgngd (gospel), fr 
ME evangih, fr MF. fr LL evangdium, fr Gk euangdion good news, 
gospel, fr cuangdos bnnging good news, fr eu- 4 angdos messenger] - 
Eviagalical n. Evangelicalism n, evangelically adv 
evangelism /rvanj3,liz(3)m/ n 1 the winning or revival of personal 
commitments to Chnst 2 militant or crusading zeal - evangelistic 
/{.vanja'listik/ adj, evangelistically adv 

evangelist /I'vanjalist/ n 1 ofien cap a writer of any of the 4 Gospels 
2 one who evangelizes; specif a Protestant minister or layman who 
preaches at special services 

evangel ize, -ise /i'vanj3,liez/ vb to preach the Chnstian gospel (to), esp 
with the intention of converting to Chnstianity - evangelization 
/i,vanj3lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 

evaporate /I'vaparayt/ vi la to pass off in vapour b to pass off or away, 
disappear, fade <^his fears d> 2 to give out vapour ~ vr 1 to convert 
into vapour 2a to expel moisture, esp water, from <^d mdil:) b to cause 
to disappear or fade (ME evapnraten, fr L evaporatus, pp of evaporare, 
fr e- f vapor steam, vapour] - evaporatable adj, evaporation 
/i,vapa'raysh(3)n/ n, evaporative /-rativ/ adj, evaporator /-.rayta/ n 
evasion /i'vayzh(a)n/ n an act, instance, or means of evading (suspected 
of tax ^ > [ME. fr MF or LL, MF, fr LL evasion-, evasio, fr L evasus, 
pp of evadere to evade] 

evasive /I'vaysiv, -ziv/ adj tending or intended to evade, equivocal (^ 
answers^ - evasively adv, evasiveness n 
eve /eev/ n 1 the evening or the day before a special day, esp a religious 
holiday (Chnstmas ^ > 2 the penod immediately preceding an event (the 
^ of the eJectiony 3 the evening - chiefly poetic (ME eve, even] 
evection /i'wkrhla)n/ n perturbation of the moon's orbit due to the 
sun’s attraction [L evection-, cvectio nsing, fr evectus, pp of evehere to 
carry out, raise up, fr e- f vehere to carry - more at way] 

'even A*ev(a)n/ n, archaic the evening - poetic (ME even, eve, fr OE 
fcfen] 

^evenadj la having a horizontal surface, flat, level ground^ b without 
break or irregulanty. smooth c in the same plane or line - ♦ with (^ 
with the ground) 2a without vanation; uniform (an ^ disposition) (an 
^ grey sky) b rrvr i 3 3a equal (we were ^ a/ier the 4th game, having 
won 2 each), also fair (an ^ exchange) b being in equilibrium 4 exactly 
divisible by 2 (an number) - compare odd 2 5 exact, precise (an - 
pound) 6 fifty-fifty (she stands an ^ chance of winning) (ME, fr OE 
efen, akin lo OHG eban even] - evenly adv, evenness n 
’even adv l at the very time - -t as 2a - used as an intensive to emphasize 
the contrast with a less strong possibility (he looks content, 
happy) (can’t ^ walk, let alone run) b - used as an intensive to 
emphasize the comparative degree < ^ better than last time) (ME, fr OE 
efne, fr efen, adj] - even if in spite of the possibility or fact that - even 
now 1 at this very moment 2 in spite of whal has happened ~ even so 
in spite of that 

*even vb to make or become even ™ often 4- up or out - evener n 
.even'handed /-'handid/ adj fair, impartial - evenhandedly adv, even- 
haadedness n 

evening /'eevning/ n 1 the latter part of the day and the early pan of 
the night; the time between sunset and bedtime 2 a late penod (e g of time 
or life), the end 3 (the period oO an evening’s entertainment [ME, fr OE 
itfnung, fr tefman to grow towards evening, fr atfen evening; akin to OHG 
aband evening] 

'evening .drees n 1 clothes for formal or semiformal evening occasions 
2 a dress, esp with a floor-length skirt, for wear on formal or semiformal 
occasions 

.evening 'prayer n. ofien cap E&P the daily evening off»>'e of the 
Anglican church 

.evening 'primrose n (a plant related to) a coarse plant with large 
yellow flowers that open in the evening 
'evenings adv, chiefly NAm m the evening repeatedly; on any 
evening 

.evening 'star n a bright planet, specif Venus, seen in the western sky 
at sunset 

'even, tong /-.song/ n, ofien . cap 1 vespers 1 2 evening prayer 
(ME, fr OE tefensang, fr tefen evening -v sang song] 
event /i'vent/ n la a qualitative or quantitative change or complex of 
changes located in a restricted portion of time and space b a (noteworthy 
or important) happening or occurrence c a social occasion or activity 2 
a contingency, case - esp m m the event of (in the ^ of my death) and 
(chiefly NAm) in the event that (in the ^ that I die) 3 any of the contests 
in a sporting programme or tournament (MF or L; MF, fr L eventus, fr 


eventus, pp of eventre to happen, fr e- + venire to come - more at come] 

- eventful adj, eventfnlly adv, eventfulness n, eventless adj - in any event, 
at all events anyway 1 - in the event Br when it actually happens or 
happened 

event horizon n the boundary of a black hole 
eventide /'ecv(9)n,tied/ n the evening - chiefly poetic (ME. fr OE 
aefentid, fr aefen evening 4 tid time] 
eventide home n a home for old people 

eventing /I'vcnting/ n the participation of a horse or nder in a three-day 
event - eventer n 

eventual /I'ventyooal, -chsl, -chooal/ adj taking place at an unspecified 
later time, ultimately resulting (they counted on his success) - 
eventually adv 

eventuality /i.ventyoo'abti, -choo-/ n a possible, esp unwelcome, event 
or outcome 

eventuate /I'ventyooayt, -choo-/ vi to result - fml 
ever /’eva/ adv 1 always - now chiefly in certain phrases and m 
combination ( ^ yours, John) (an ever-growing need) 2 at any time 
(faster than ^) - chiefly in negatives and questions (have you ~ 
mef^ (he won’t — do it) 3 - used as an intensive (looks ~ so angry) (as 
quick as ^ I can) ('^ since Monday) (why ^ nof^ (ME. fr OE ap/nr) 

- ever so/such chiefly Br very much - infml /ever such a nice 
girt) (thanks ever so) 

.ever and a'gain adv sometimes - poetic 
.ever and a'non adv sometimes - poetic 

'‘evergreen /-.green/ adj 1 having leaves that remain green and func- 
tional through more than I growing season - compare deciduous 1 2 
always retaining freshness, interest, or popularity (the ^ items of the 
American popular repertoire - Benny Green) 

’evergreen n an evergreen plant, also a conifer 
'everlasting A'lahsting/ ad/ 1 lasting or enduring through all time 2a(1) 
continuing long or indefinitely, perpetual (2) of a plant retaining its form 
or colour for a long time when dried b tediously persistent, eternal 2 
3 lasting or weanng for a long time, durable - everlastingly adv, 
everlastingneas n 

’everlasting n 1 cap god \ * the 2 eternity 

.ever'more /-'maw/ adv 1 always, forever 2 in the future 
evert /I'vuht/ vt to turn outwards or inside out (L evertere, fr e- 4 vertere 
to turn - more at worth] - eversible /I'vuhsabl/ adj, eversion 
/-sh( 3 )n/ n 

every Avn/ adj 1 being each member without exception, of a group 
larger than 2 < word counts) (enjoyed minute) (his ^ word) 2 
being each or all possible (was given ^ chance) (have ^ confidence in 
him) 3 being once in each (go - third day) (change the oil 5000 
miles) - compare other Ic (ME evench. every, fr OE xfre seic, fr arfre 
ever 4 xlc each] every now and then/again, every so often at intervals, 
occasionally 

'every, body /-.bodi/ pron every person < - decides they ’re a bit hungry 
-SFU^ 

'every, day /-.day/ adj encountered or used routinely or typically, ordi- 
nary (clothes for ^ wear) - everydayness n 
'every.man /-.man/ n the typical or ordinary human being, man in the 
STREET [Everyman, allegoncal character in The Summoning of Every- 
man, I5th-c E morality play] 

'every, one /-.wun/ pron everybody 

'every.thing /-.thing/ pron la all that exists b all that is necessary or 
that relates to the subject (my new car has ^) 2 sthg of the greatest 
importance; all that counts (he meant ^ to her) 

'every, where /-.wea/ adv or n (in. at, or to) every place or the whole 
place 

.every 'which .way adv, NAm m every direction, all over the place 
(prob by folk etymology fr ME evench way every way] 
evict /I'vikt/ vt la to recover (property) from a person by a legal process 
b to remove (a tenant) from rented accommodation or land by a legal 
process 2 to force out [ME evicten, fr LL evictus, pp of evincere, fr L, 
to vanquish, win a point - more at evince] - evictor n, eviction 
/i'vik$h(»)n/ n 

'evidence Avid(a)ns/ n 1 an outward sign; an indication 2 sthg, esp a 
fact, that gives proof or reasons for believing or agreeing with sthg; specif 
information used (by a tnbunal) to amve at the truth (ME, fr MF, fr LL 
evidentia, fr L evident-, evidens] - evidential /,evrdensh(a)i/ adj, evMee- 
tially adv, evidentiary /-'densh(y)an/ adj - in evidence to be seen; 
conspicuous 

’evidence vt to offer evidence of; show 

evident Avid(»)nt/ a^j clear to the vision or understanding (ME, fr MF, 



evi 


338 


fr L evHknt-f evkiens, fr «- + vident-, videns, prp of vtdere to see - more 
at wit] 

'•vidently /-U/ adv l clearly, obviously 2 on the basis of available 
evidence; as seems evident 

*«vil /'eevl/ adj -11- (NAm -I-, -11-) la not good morally; sinful, wicked <a 
thowugMy ^ doctnncy b arising from bad character or conduct <a man 
of reputauony 2a causing discomfort or repulsion; offensive <an ~ 
amelf) b disagreeable <a/i ~ temper^ 3a pernicious, harmful b marked 
by misfortune ^an day} [ME, fr OE yfel\ akin to OHG uM evil] - evil 
adv, archaic, evilly adv, evilaess if, 

*evil if 1 sthg evil; sthg that brings sorrow, distress, or calamity 2a the fact 
of suffering, misfortune, or wrongdoing b wickedness, sin 
.evil 'eye n (a spell put on sby with) a look believed to be capable of 
inflicting harm 

evince /i'vins/ vt to show clearly, reveal - fml [L evmcere to vanquish, 
win a point, fr e- + vincere to conquer - more at victor] - evincible 
adj 

eviscerate /I'visarayt/ vt 1 to disembowel 2 to remove an organ from 
(a patient); also to remove the contents of (an organ) 3 to depnve of vital 
content or force - fml [L evisceratus, pp of cviscerarc, fr e- + viscera 
entrails] - evisceration /i,visa'raysh(9)n/ n 

evoke /iVohk/ vt to call forth or up: e g a conjurf la b to cite, esp with 
approval or for support; invoke c to bring to mind or recollection, esp 
imaginatively or poignantly <rh/s place s memones of happier years') 
(F evoquer, fr L evocare, fr c- + vocare to call - more at vocation] ~ 
evocation /,eva'kaysh(3)n/ n, evocative /I'vokativ/ adj, evocatively adv, 
evocator /'evo.kayto/ n 

evolute /.eevd'looht/ n the curve that passes through the centres of all 
the arcles that touch a given curve on its concave side at each point [L 
evoiutus, pp of evolvere] 

evolution /,eeva'loohsh(3)n/ n la a process of change and development, 
esp from a lower or simpler state to a higher or more complex state b the 
action or an instance of forming and giving sthg off; emission c a process 
of gradual and relatively peaceful social, pohtical, economic, etc advance 
d sthg evolved 2 the process of working out or developing 3a the 
historical development of a biological group (e g a race or species) 
b a theory that the vanous types of animals and plants derived from 
preexbting types and that the distinguishable differences are due to 
natural selection [L evolution-, evolutio unrolling, fr evoiutus, pp of 
evolvere] - cvolutioaitm n, cvoludonist n or adj, evolationary /-(a)n/ adj, 
evolationarily /.eev9'loohsh(a)nr3li/ adv 

evolve /I'volv/ vr l emit la 2a to work out, develop b to produce by 
natural evolutionary processes vi to undergo evolutionary change [L 
evolvere to unroll, fr e- volvere to roll - more at voluble] - evolvable 
adj, evolveneat n 

evulsion /i'vulsh(a)n/ n extraction 1 [L evulsion-, evulsio, fr evulsus, 
pp of eveUere to pluck out, fr e- + vellere to pluck - more at vulner- 
able] 

evzone /'ev.zohn/ n a member of an elite (modem) Greek infantry unit 
[NOk euzonos, fr Gk, active, lit., well-girt, fr eu- ^ zone girdle - more 
at zone] 

ewe /yooh/ n the female of the (mature) sheep or a related animal [ME, 
fr OE eowu; akin to OHG ou, ouwi ewe, L ovts sheep, Gk oi.v] 

Ewe n a Kwa language of Ghana and Togo 
'ewe-, neck /yooh/ n a thin faultily or concavely arched neck in a dog 
or horse - ewc-oecked adj 

ewer /'yooh*a/ n a wide-mouthed pitcher or jug; esp one used to hold 
water for washing or shaving [ME, fr AF, fr OF evier, fr (assumed) VL 
aquarium, fr L. neut of aquanus of water, fr aqua water - more at 
island] 

’ex /eks, egz/ adj former president Nixon) - often in combination <rhe 
ex-president) [ME, fr LL, fr L] 

*ex prep 1 from a specified place or source 2a esp of secunties without an 
indicated value or right b free of charges until the time of removal from 
(a place) dock) [L] 

*ex n a former spouse, boyfriend, or girl friend - infml 
’ex- /eks-, egz-/ prefix 1 out of; outside ((exclude) (exodus) 2 cause to be 
(exacerbate) (exalt) 3 not (exanimate) 4 deprive of <cx- 
propriate) (excommunicate) [ME. fr OF & L; OF, fr L, fr ex out of, 
from; akin to Gk ex, ex- out of, from. OSlav iz] 

*tx- - see Exo- 

mtah comb form million billion (10'*) physics [ISV, perh alter, of 

exry] 

exacerbate /ek'sasabayt, ig'za-/ vt to make (sthg bad) worse; aggravate 


[L exacerbatus, pp of exacerbare, fr ex- f acerbus harsh, bitter, fr acer 
sharp - more at fdge] - exacerbation /•'baysh(a)n/ n 
’exact /ig'zakt/ vt to demand and obtain by force, threats, etc. require 
(from them has been ~ ed the ultimate sacrifice - D D Eisenhower) [ME 
exacten, fr L exactus, pp of exigere to drive out, demand, measure, fr ex- 
-f agere to drive - more at agent] - exactable adj, exactor also 
exacter n 

‘exact adj 1 exhibiting or marked by complete accordance with fact 2 
marked by thorough consideration or minute measurement of small 
factual details [L exactus, fr pp of exigere] - exactness n 
exacting /ig'zaktmg/ adj making ngorous demands, esp requiring care- 
ful attention and precise accuracy - exactingly adv, exactingness n 
exaction /ig'zaksh(3)n/ /I la exacting b extortion 2 sthg exacted, esp 
a fee, reward, or contribution demanded or levied with seventy or 
injustice 

exactitude /ig'zaktityoohd/ n (the quality oO being exact 
exactly /ig'zakth/ adv 1 altogether, entirely <nor -- what I had in mind) 
2 quite so - used to express agreement [*f xact « ^-ly] 
exaggerate /ig'zajarayt/ vt 1 to say or believe more than the truth 
about 2 to make greater or more pronounced than normal, overempha- 
size (he ^ d his line to gain sympathy) ^ vi to make an exaggeration [L 
exaggeratus, pp of exaggerare, lit , to heap up, fr ex- ^ agger heap, fr 
aggerere to carry towards, fr ad- gerere to carry - more at cast] 
exaggeratedly adv, exaggeratedness n, exaggerative /-rstiv/, exaggera- 
tory /-jarpt(a)n/ adj, exaggerator /-.rayta/ n, exaggeration 
/-'raysh(a)n/ n 

exalt /ig'zawlt/ vt 1 to raise high, esp in rank, power, or character 2 to 
praise highly, glonfy [ME exalten, fr MF & L. MF exalter, fr I. cxaltare, 
fr ex- f altus high - more at old] - exaltedly adv, exalter n 
exaltation /.cgzawrtaysh(p)n/ n an excessively intensified sense of 
well-being, power, or importance |exait t -AnoN] 
exam /ig'zam, ik'sam/ n an examination 

examination /ig.zami'naysh(a)n//i 1 (an) examining med/ca/ ^ > 2 
(the taking by a candidate for a university degree, Advanced level, 
Ordinary level, etc of) a set of questions designed to test knowledge 3 a 
formal interrogation (in a law court) - examinational adi, examinatorial 
/-np'tawn-ol/ adj 

examine /ig'zamm/ vt 1 to inspect closely, investigate 2a to interrogate 
closely a pnsoner) b to test (e g a candidate for a university degree) 
by an examination in order to determine knowledge [MF. exammen, IV 
« MF examiner, fr L examinare, fr examen tongue of a balance, examina- 
tion, fr exigere - more at fxact] ~ examinable adj, examinee 
/ig,zami'nee/ n, examiner n 

example /ig'zahmpl/ n 1 sthg representative of all of the group or type 
to which It belongs 2 sby or sthg that may be copied by other people (a 
good or bad — ) (set an ^) Z (the recipient oQ a punishment inflicted 
as a warning to others (make an ^ of them) 4 a problem to be solved 
to illustrate a rule (e g in arithmetic) [ME, fr MF, fr L exemplum, fr 
eximere to take out, fr ex- + emere to take - more at redffm] - for 
example as an example (there are many sources of air pollution: exhaust 
fumes, for example) 

exanimate /ig'zammpt, -mayt/ adj i iffi.f.ss 1, 3 [L exanimatus, pp of 
exanimare to depnve of life or spirit, fr ex- f anima breath, soul - more 
at animate] 

exanthema /.egzan'theemp, ,eks-/ n (a disease that is accompanied by) 
a skin rash [LL, fr Gk exanthema, fr exanthein to bloom, erupt, fr ex- 
+ anthos flower] 

exarch /’ek.sahk/ n a viceroy m the Byzantine empire [LL exarchus, fr 
LGk exarchos, fr Gk, leader, fr exarchein to begin, take the lead, fr ex- 
+ archetn to rule, begin - more at arch-] - exarchal adj, exarchate 
/'eksah.kayt/ n, exarchy n 

exasperate /ig'zahspp,rayt/ vt to anger or imtgte (sby) [L exasperatus, 
pp of exasperare, fr ex- ^ asper rough] - exaeperatedly adv, exaaperat- 
ingly adv, exasperation /-'raysh(p)n/ n 

ex cathedra /,eks kp'theedrp/ adv or adj with asthonty pronounce- 
ments) [NL, lit., from the chair] 

excavate Akskavayt/ vt 1 to form a cavity or hole in 2 to form by 
hollowing 3 to dig out and remove 4 to expose to view by digging away 
a covering ^ vi to make excavations [L excavatUs, pp ofexcava/e, fr ex- 
+ cavare to make hollow - more at cavatina] - excavator n, excavation 
/-'vaysh(p)n/ n 

exceed /ik'seed/ vt 1 to extend beyond 2 to be greater than or superior 
to 3 to act or go beyond the limits of < the speed limit) [ME exceden, 
fr MF exceder, fr L excedere, fr ex- cedere to go - more at cede] 
exceedingly /ik'seedingli/, exceeding adv very, extremely 
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excel /ik'sel/ vb -II- to be supenor (to); surpass (others) in accomplish- 
ment or achievement - often ^ at or tn (ME exceilen, fr L excellere, fr 
ex- 4 -cellere to nse, project, akin to L collis hill - more at hili] 
excellence /'eLs(3)bns/ n 1 also excellency being excellent 2 also 
excellency an excellent or valuable quality, a virtue 3 Excellency, 
Excellence - used as a title for certain high dignitaries (e g ambassadors) 
of state and church 

excellent /'eks9l(a)nt/ adj outstandingly good [ME. fr MF, fr L excel- 
lent-, excellens, fr prp of excellere] - excellently adv 
'except /ik'sept/ vt to take or leave out from a number or a whole, exclude 
[ME excepten, fr MF excepter, fr L exceptare, fr exceptus, pp of excipere 
to take out, fr ex- 4 capere to take - more at hfave] 

’except also excepting prep with the exclusion or exception of (^daily ^ 
Sundays} <ca/i do everything ~ cook} 

’except also excepting conj 1 only, but (^would go it’s too far} iwould 
have protested that he was afraid} 2 unless you repent} - fml 
ex'cept for prep 1 but for; were it not for (^couldn’t have done it ^ your 
help} 2 with the exception of <a// here Mary} 
exception /ik'sepsh(3)n/ n 1 excepting or excluding 2 sby or sthg 
excepted, esp a case to which a rule does not apply 3 question, objection 
(^witnesses whose authonty is beyond ^ - T B Macaulay) 
ex'ceptionable /-abl/ adj likely to cause objection, objectionable - 
exceptionably adv, exceptionability /-a'bibti/ n 
exceptional /ik'sepsh(3)nl/a((^ 1 forming an exception, unusual <an ^ 
number of rainy days} 2 not average; esp supenor - exceptionally adv, 
exceptionality /-'abti/ n 

'excerpt /ek'suhpt/ vt 1 to select (a passage) for quoting, copying, or 
performing 2 to take excerpts from (e g a book) [L excerptus, pp of 
excerpere, fr ei > i^arpere to gather, pluck - more at harvest] - 
excerpter also excerptor n, excerption /ek'suhpsh(a)n/ n 
’excerpt /'ek,suhpt/ n a passage taken from a book, musical composition, 
etc 

'excess /ik'ses/ n la the exceeding of usual, proper, or specified limits 
b the amount or degree by which one thing or quantity exceeds another 
2 (an instance oO undue or immoderate indulgence, intemperance 3 an 
amount an insured person agrees to pay him-/herself out of each claim 
made on an insurance policy in return for a lower premium (ME, fr MF 
or LL, MF exces, fr LL excessus, fr L, departure, projection, fr excessus, 
pp of excedere to exceed] - excessive adj, excessively adv, excessiveness 
n - in excess of more than 

’excess /'ekses, ik'ses/ adj more than the usual, proper, or specified 
amount, extra (^charges for baggage} 

'exchange /iks'chaynj/ n la the act of exchanging one thing for another, 
a trade (an of prisoners} b a usu brief interchange of words or blows 

(had an aenmomous ^ with the manager} 2 sthg offered, given, or 
received in an exchange 3a (the system of settling, usu by bills of exchange 
rather than money) debts payable currently, esp in a foreign country b(l) 
change or conversion of one currency into another (2) exchange, 
exchange rate the value of one currency in terms of another 4 a place 
where things or services are exchanged e g a an organized market for 
trading in securities or commodities b a centre or device controlling the 
connection of telephone calls between many different lines CIT tti f- 
COMMUNICATION [ME exchaunge, fr MF eschange, fr eschangier to 
exchange, fr (assumed) VL excambiare, fr L ex- 4 cambiare to exchange 
- more* at change] 

’•xchsnge vt la to part with, give, or transfer in return for sthg received 
as an equivalent (where can I my dollars for pounds?} (John ^d 
books with Peter} (exchanging freedom for secunty} h of 2 parties to 
give and receive (things of the same type) (the 2 a/ib^ ^d 
pnsoners} (they >^d blows} 2 to replace by other goods (will they 
clothes that don’t fit?} vi 1 to pass or become received in exchange 2 
to engage in an exchange - exchangeable adj, exchanger n, exchangeabil- 
ity /-jal>ibti/ tt 

•x'change .student n a student from one country allowed to study at 
an institution in another country in exchange for one sent to the home 
country of the first 

exchequer /iks'cheka/ n 1 capp former civil court having junsdiction 
primarily over revenue and now n^ged with the (^een’s Bench Division 
2 often cap the department of state in charge of the national revenue 3 
the (national or royal) treasury (ME escheker, fr AF, fr OF eschequier 
chessboard, counting table, fr eschec check - more at check] 

'excite /'ek^iez, a 1 an internal tax levied on the manufacture, sale, 
or consumption of a commodity within a country 2 any of vanous taxes 
on privileges, often levied in the form of a licence that must be bought 


[obs D exeijs (now accijus), fr MD, prob modif of OF assise session, 
assessment - more at assize] 

’excise /ek'siez/ vt to impose an excise on - excisable adj 
’excise vt to remove (as lO by cutting out [L excisus, pp of excidere, fr 
ex- + caedere to cut - more at ctjncise] - excision /ek'sizh(a)n/ n 
exciteman Z'cksiez.man. n an officer who inspects and rates articles 
liable to excise 

excitable /ik'sietabl/ adj capable of being readily activated or roused 
into a state of excitement or imtability; specif capable of being activated 
by and reacting to stimuli - excitableness, excitability 
/ik.sieta'bibti/ n 

excite /ik'siet/ vt la to provoke or stir up (action) a* r^llion} b 
to rouse to strong, esp pleasurable, feeling c to arouse (e g an emotional 
response) (the plight of the refugees ^ d their pity} (her late arrival ^ d 
much cunosity} 2 to induce a magnetic field or electnc current in; also 
to induce (e g a magnetic field or an electnc current) 3 to raise (e g an 
atom or a molecule) to a higher energy level [ME exciten, fr MF exciter, 
fr L excitare, fr ex- + citare to rouse - more at cite] ^ excitant n or adj, 
excitative /-tstiv/, excitatory /-t3t(al)n/ adj, excitedly adv, excitement n, 
exciter n. exciting adj, excitingly adv, excitation /,eksie'taysh(a)n/ n 
exciton /'eksi.ton/ n a mobile combination of a high-energy electron 
bound to a hole caused by the absence of an electron in a crystal (e g of 
silicon or another semiconductor) [ISV excitation (fr excite ^ -ation) * 
-on] - excitonic /.eksd'tonik/ adj 

exclaim /ik'sklaym/ vi to cry out or speak in strong or sudden emotion 
<^ed in delight} vt to utter sharply, passionately, or vehemently [MF 
exclamer, fr L exclamare, fr ex- + clamare to cry out - more at claim] 

- exclaimer n 

exclamation /,ekskb'maysh(3)n/ n exclaiming or the words exclaimed 

- exclamatory /ik'sklamdt(a)n/ adj 

.excla'mation .mark n a punctuation mark ! used esp after an inteijec- 
tion or exclamation 

.excla'mation .point n, chiefly NAm exclama tidn mark 
exclave /'eks.kiayv/ n a portion of a country separated from the mam 
part and surrounded by foreign terntory [ex- + -clave (as in enclave)] 
exclude /ik'skloohd/ vt la to shut out b to bar from participation, 
consideration, or inclusion 2 to expel, esp from a place or position 
previously occupied [ME excluden, fr L excludere, fr ex- + claudere to 
dose - more at *ct qse] - excludable adj, excluder n, exclusion/- zh(a)n/ 
n, exclusionary adj 

ex'clusion .principle /iks'kloohzh(9)n/ n a pnnciple in physics stating 
that no 2 electrons in an atom or molecule will be exactly equivalent 
'exclusive /ik'skloohsiv, -ziv/ adj la excluding or having power to 
exclude b limiting or limited to possession, control, use, etc by a single 
individual, group, etc (an ~ contract} (an — interview} 2a excluding 
others (considered to be infenor) from participation, membership, or 
entry (an ^ club} b snobbishly aloof 3 stylish and expensive 4a sole 
1,2 Junsdiction} b whole, undivided (his -- attention} 5 not 
inclusive (Monday to Friday ^} [MF exclusif, fr ML exclusivus, fr L 
exclusus, pp of excludere] ~ exclusively adv, exclusiveness, exclusivity 
/.eksklooh’sivpti/ n 

’exclusive n 1 a newspaper story printed by only I newspaper 2 an 
exclusive nght (e g to sell a particular product in a certain area) 
ex, elusive dis'junction n a complex sentence in logic that is true when 
1 and only 1 of its constituent sentences is true 
excogitate /eks'kojitayt/ vt to think out, devise - fml [L excagitatus, 
pp of excogitare, fr ex- + cogitate to cogitate] - excogitative /-tativ/ adj, 
excogitation /,ek$koji'taysh(a)n/ n 

'excommunicate /,eksk9'myoohni,kayt/ vt 1 to depnve officially of the 
rights of church membership 2 to exclude from fellowship of a group or 
community [ME excommunicaten, fr LL excommunicatus, pp of excom- 
mumcare, fr L ex- f LL communicare to communicate] - excornmnnicat- 
ive /-k»tiv/, excommunicatory /-k9t(9)n/ adj, excomnninication 
/-'kaysh(9)n/ n 

’excommunicate /.ekska'myoohmkat, -.kayt/ n or adj (one who is) 
excommunicated 

excoriate /ik'skawnayt/ vt 1 to wear away the skin of, abrade 2 to 
censure scathingly - fml [ME excoriaten, fr LL excoriatus, pp of 
exconare, fr L ex- + conum skin, hide - more at cuirass] - excoriatkiB 
/eks,kawri'aysh(9)n/ n 

excrement /'ekskramant/ n faeces or other waste matter discharged 
from the body [L excrementum, fr excemere] > excrenestal 
/.ekskra'mentl/ adj, excreaMotitioHi /.ekskramen'tishas/ adj 
excrescence /ik'skres(3)ns/, cxcmicency /-si/ n an excessive or abnor- 
mal outgrowth or enlargement [ME. fr MF excressance, fr L 
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4600 millions of years 


gastropod 


Fossils 

Only a few of the millions of animals 
that must have lived on earth are 
preserved as fossils. Some of the best 
examples of these are of marine 
animals with shells or exoskeletons 
like those shown. 



The age of fish 

Fossils of many different kinds of fish 
have been found in rocks of the 
Devonian period. The fish, shown 
above, are pictured in a lake setting, 
but many fish of this era lived in both 
lakes and the sea. Dipterus probably 
had functional lungs and was 
therefore amphibious. Ichthyostega 
represents a form that is close in 
evolutionary development to the more 
advanced amphibians. 

The age of mammals 

The Cainozoic era began 65 million 
years ago and continues today . ' 

Hyracotherium - the earliest horse 
discovered - was probably hunted by 
Oxyaena. Coryphodon was a large 
plant-eater. Fossils of our own species 
and our closest relatives have been 
found only in rocks formed during the 
last 3.6 million years. 


Pterodactyfus 
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*■ ^ 

Evolution 

Bhamphorynchus 

The progressive appearance of living 
things supports the idea of their 
evolution from simple single celled 
organisms and can be traced in 
reasonable detail from fossils, though 
the sequence is less easy to determine 
for plants as their remains are rarer. 

Pteranodon 



The age of reptiles 

During the Mesozoic era reptiles were 
not only dominant on land and 
important in the sea but were also 
highly successful in the air - 
Pteranodon is the largest flying 
creature known. The dinosaurs 
became extinct about 65 million years 
ago and the mammals then became 
dominant on land 


Brontosaurus 


I, Ceratosaurus \ 
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first monkeys 
and apes 

first humans {Homo) 
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modern 
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excrtscentis, fr excrescent', excrescens, prp of excrescere to grow out. fr 
ex- > crescere to grow] > excrescent adj 

•xcreta /ik'skreeto/ n pi excrement [NL. fr L, neut pi of excretus] - 

excretal adH 

•xcrete /ik'skreet/ vt to separate and eliminate or discharge (waste) from 
blood or living tissue [L excretus, pp of excemere to sift out, discharge, 
fr ex- + cemere to sift - more at certain] - excreter n, excretory /-t(a)n/ 
adj, excretion /ik'$kreesh(a)n/ n 

Excruciating /ik'skroohshi^iyting/ adj 1 causing great pain or anguish, 
agonizing, tormenting <a/f ^ migraine'} 2 very intense, extreme 
pain} [excruciate fr L excruaatus; pp of excruciare, fr ex- + cruciare to 
crucify, fr cruc-, crux cross] - excruciate /-shieayt/ vt, excruciatingly adv, 
excmtiation Ashi'aysh(a)n/ n 

Exculpate /ekskul.payt, ik'skul.payt/ vt to clear from alleged fault, 
blame, or guilt ((assumed) ML exculpatus, pp of exculpate, fr L ex- f 
culpa blame] - exculpation /,ekskurpaysh(3)n/ n, exculpatory 
/ik'skulp»t(a)^ adj 

Excuraion /ik'skuhsh(o)n/ n 1 a (bneO pleasure tnp, usu at reduced 
rates 2 a deviation from a direct, definite, or proper kx>urse, esp a 
digression <^aeedless ^s into abstruse theory} 3 (the distance travelled 
in) a movement outwards and back or from a mean position or axis [L 
excursion-, excursio, fr excursus, pp of excurrere to run out, extend, fr ex- 
^ currere to run] - excursionist n 

axcuraiva /ik'skuhsiv/ adj digressive - excursively adv, excursive* 

ness n 

Excuraua /ek'skuhsas/ n, pi excursuses also excursus an appendix or 
digression that contains further discussion of some point or topic [L, 
digression, fr excursus, pp] 

'axcuEE /ik'skyoohz/ vt la to make apology for (quietly -^d his clumsi- 
ness} b to try to remove blame from < ^ d himself for being so careless} 
2 to forgive entirely or overlook as unimportant (she graciously his 
thoughtlessness} 3 to allow to leave; dismiss (the class was *^d> 4 to be 
an acceptable reason for. justify - usu neg (nothing can - his cruelty} 
S Br to free from (a duty) - usu pass (the class was - d homework} [ME 
excusen, fr OF excuser, fr L excusare, fr ex- + causa cause, explanation] 
- excusal n, excusable adj, excusably adv, excusatory /-zatri/ adj, 
excuser n 

*EXCUEE /ik'skyoohs/ n 1 sthg ofTered as grounds for being excused (he 
had a good ^ for being late} 2 pi an expression of regret for failure to 
do sthg or esp for one’s absence (make my at the party tomor- 
row} 

,ex<cli'rcctory adj, Br intentionally not listed in a telephone directory 
['«*•! 

EXEEt AeksMit/ n a formal leave of absence granted esp to a student [L, 
let him go out, fr exire to go out] 

exEcrablE /'cksikrabl/ adj detestable, appalling behaviour} (-^ 
taste} - chiefly fnil [execrafe + <able] - execrably adv 

EXEcratE AiuUcrayt/ vt 1 to declare to be evil or detestable; denounce 
2 to detest utterly; abhor USE chiefly fml [L exsecratus, pp of exsecran 
to put under a curse, fr ex f sacr-, sacer sacred] - execrator n, execration 
/,eksi'kraysh(a)n/ n, exccrative /-krativ/ adj 

EXECUtant /ig'zekyoot(a)nt/ n one who executes or performs; esp one 
skilled in the technique of an art 

EXECUtE /'ckst.kyooht/ vt 1 to carry out fully, put completely into effect 
2 to put to death (legally) as a punishment 3 to make or produce (e g a 
work of art), esp by carrying out a design 4 to (do what is required to) 
make valid a deed} 5 to play, perform (^ a piece of music} [ME 
executen, fr MF executer, back-formation fr execution] - executable 
adj ** 

EXECUtlon /,eksi'kyoohsh(a)n/ n 1 a putting to death as a punishment 
2 a judicial writ directing the enforcement of a judgment 3 the act, mode, 
or result of performance (the - was perfect but the piece lacked 
expresshn} [ME. fr MF, fr L exsecution-, exsecutio, fr exsecutus, pp of 
exsequi to execute, fr ex- + sequi to follow - more at sue] 

EXECUtionEr /,eksi'kyoohsh(a)na/ n one who puts to death; specif one 
legally appointed to p^orm capital punishment 

'EXECUtivE /ig'zekyootiv/ adj 1 concerned with making and carrying out 
laws, decisions, etc; specif, ^ of or concerned with the detailed applica- 
tion of policy or law rather than its formulation 2 of, for, or being an 
executive (the ^ offices are on the top floor} [execute + -ive] 

*EXECUtivEn 1 the executive branch of a government 2 an individual or 
group that controls or directs an organization 3 one who holds a position 
of administrative or managerial responsibility 

EXECUtor /'eksi.kyoohta, ig'zekyoota/, fem executrix /ig'zekyoo,triks/ n, 
pi executors, fem executricea A.trieseez/ one appointed to carry out the 


provisions of a will [ME, fr OF, fr L exsecutor, fr exscci/fus] - executory 
/-(a)n/. executorial /ig.zekyoo'tawri 9l/ adj 
EXEgESis /.eksi'jeesis/ n, pi exegeses /-seez/ an explanation or critical 
interpretation of an esp biblical text, broadly an exposition [NL, fr Gk 
exegesis, fr ex^eisthai to explain, interpret, fr ex- ^ hegeisthai to lead - 
more at seek] - exegetic /.eksijetik/, exegetlcal adj 
EXEgEtE /'eksijeet/ n one who practises exegesis |Gk exegetes, fr 
exegdsthai] 

EXEmplar /ig'zempb, -,plah/ n sthg that serves as a model or example, 
also a copy of a book or text [ME, fr L, fr exemplum example] 
EXEmplary /ig'zempbn/ adj 1 deserving imitation, commendable (his 
conduct was ^>2 serving as a warning <'^ punishments} 3 serving as 
an example, instance, or illustration - exemplarily adv, excmplariness, 
exem plarity /.egzem'plarati/ n 

Examplify /ig'zemplific/ vt 1 to show or illustrate by example 2 to be 
an instance of or serve as an example of, typify, embody [ME exemplifien, 
fr MF excmplifier, fr ML exemplificare, fr L exemplum] - cxempllflcatlon 
/ig,zemplirrkaysh(3)n/ n 

Examplum /ig'zempbm/ n, pi excmpla /-pb/ 1 an anecdote or short 
Story that illustrates a moral point or supports an argument 2 an example, 
model - chiefly fml [LL, fr L, example] 

'EXEmpt /ig'zempt/ adj freed from some liability or requirement to which 
others are subject from jury service} [ME. fr L exemptus, pp of 
eximere to take out - more at example] 

^EXEinpt vt to make exempt, excuse < ^ cd from jury service} - exemption 
/ig'zemp$h(a)n/ n 

EXEquy /'eksikwi/ n a funeral ceremony - usu pi with sing meaning, fml 
[ME exequies, exequise, sing & pi, fr MF & L, MF exequies, pi, fr L 
exequiae. exsequtae, pi, fr exequi, exsequi to follow, perform, execute] 
'EXErciSE /’cksa.siez/ n 1 the use of a specified power or nght (the - 
of his authonty} 2a regular or repeated use of a faculty or body part b 
bodily exertion for the sake of developing and maintaining physical fitness 
3 sthg performed or practised in order to develop, improve, or display a 
specific power or skill 4 a manoeuvre or dnil earned out for training and 
discipline [ME, fr MF exercice, fr L exercitium, fr exercitus, pp of 
exercere to dnve on, keep busy, fr ex- + arccre to enclose, hold off - more 
. at ark] 

^EXErciSE vt 1 to make effective in action, use exert (didn’t ^ good 
judgment} 2a to use repeatedly in order to strengthen or develop b to 
train (e g troops) by dnils and manoeuvres c to give exercise to < the 
• horses} 3a to engage the attention and effort of (the problem greatly -- d 
his mind} b to cause anxiety, alarm, or indignation in (citizens ^ d about 
pollution} ^ VI to take exercise, esp to tram - exercisable adj, exer- 
ciser n 

EXErguE /ek'suhg/ n a space on a com, medal, etc usu on the reverse 
below the central part of the design [F, fr NL exergum, fr Gk ex out of 
+ ergon work] 

EXErt /ig’zuht/ vt I to bring (e g strength or authonty) to bear, esp with 
sustained effort, employ, wield 2 to take upon (oneselO the effort of doing 
sthg (he never s himself to help anyone} [L exsertus, pp of exserere 
to thrust out, fr ex- + serere to join - more at series] - exertion 
/ig'zuhsh(a)n/ n 

EXEunt /'eksi.oont/ - used as a stage direction to specify that all or certain 
named characters leave the stage [L, they go out, fr exire to go out ~ more 
at 'exit] 

ExfoliatE /eks'fohliayt/ vt to cast (e g skin or bark) off in scales, layers, 
etc VI 1 to split into or shed scales, layers, surface body cells, etc 2 to 
come off in a thin piece 3 to grow (as lO by producing or unfolding leaves 
[LL exfoliatus, pp of exfohare to stnp of leaves^ fr L ex- + folium leaf - 
more at blade] - exfoliative /-ativ/ adj, exfoli{Mjon /-'aysh(a)n/ n 
EX gratia /,cks 'graysh(i)a/ adj or adv as a favoiir; not compelled by legal 
" (‘^ payments} [NL] i; 

Exhalation /,eksa'iaysh(a)n, .eks-ha-/ n 1 exl|iling 2 sthg exhaled or 
given off; an emanation 

ExhalE /eksliayl, ig'zayl/ vf 1 to breathe our 2 to give forth (gas or 
vapour); emit ^ vi 1 to rise or be given off as vapour 2 to emit breath 
or vapour [ME exalen, fr L exhaJare, fr ex- v Halare to breathe; akin to 
L anima breath - more at animate] 

'Exhaust /^'zawst/ vt la to draw off or let out completely b to empty 
by drawing off the contents; specif to create a vacuum in 2a to consume 
entirely; use u^^ (^ed our funds in a week} b to tire out <^ed by their 
efforts} 38 to develop or deal with (a subject) to the fullest possible extent 
b to try out the whole number of (^ed all the possibilities} [L exhaustus, 
pp of exhaurire, fr ex- f haurire to draw, akin to MHO aesen to empty. 
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Gk aucin to take] - exhauster n, exhaustible adj, exhaustibility 
/-ta'bilati/ n 

‘exhaust n 1 (the escape ot) used gas or vapour from an engine 2 the 
conduit or pipe through which used gases escape car 
exhaustion /ig'zawschan/ n extreme tiredness ['exhaust * -ion] 
exhaustive /ig'zawstiv/ad^ comprehensive, thorough (conducted an ^ 
investigation} ['exhaust f -ive] - exhaustively adv, exhaustiveness n, 
exhaustivity A'livdii/ n 

'exhibit /ig'zibit/ vt to present lo view, eg a to show or display 
outwardly, esp by visible signs or actions; reveal, manifest <'^ed no fear/ 
b to show publicly, esp for purposes of competition or demonstration vi 
to display sthg for public inspection [ME exhibiten, fr L exhibitus. pp of 
exhibere, fr ex- + habere to have, hold more at give] - exhibitive /-tiv/ 
adj, exhibitor n, exhibitory /-t(a)n/ adj 
‘exhibit n 1 sthg exhibited 2 sthg produced as evidence in a lawcoun 3 
chiefly NAm LXHiBirioN 1 

exhibition /,eksi'bish(3)n/ n 1 an act or instance of exhibiting (an ^ 
of ill-temper} 2 a public showing (eg of works of art or objects of 
manufacture) 2 Bra grant drawn from the funds of a school or university 
to help to maintain a student 

exhibitioner /,eksi'bish(a)n3/ n, Br a student who holds an exhibi- 
tion 

.exhi'bitionism /-iz(3)m/ n 1 a perversion marked hy a tendency to 
indecent exposure 2 the act or practice of behaving so as lo attract 
attention to oneself - exhibitionist n or adj, exhibitionistic /-'istik/ 
adj 

exhilarate /ig'zibrayt/ vt 1 to make cheerful 2 to enliven, invigorate 
[L exhilaratus, pp of exhtlarare, fr ex- ^ hilarare to gladden, fr hilarus 
cheerful - more ai '’m srious] - exhilarative /-r^tiv/ adj, exhilaration 
/ 'raysh(a>n/ n 

exhort /ig'/awt/ vt to urge or advise strongly < ^ ed them to behave welf) 
VI to give warnings or advice, make urgent appeals [Mb exhorten, fr 
MF exhorter, fr L exhortan, fr ex- f hortan to urge, incite - more at 
yearn] ' exhortative /-tativ/ adj, exhorter n 
exhortation /,cgzaw'tay$h(a)n/ n language intended to incite and 
encourage, esp an inspinng or encouraging speech or passage of wnting 
[exhori + -aiion] 

exhortatory /ig'zawtatn/ adj using exhortation, serving to exhort 
exhume /eks'hyoohm, ek'syoohm. ik-/ vt 1 to disinter 2 to bring back 
from neglect or obscunty [F or ML. F exhumer, fr ML exhumare, fr L 
ex out of t humus earth - more at tx-, humri e] - exhumer n, 
exhumation /''maysh(a)n/ n 

ex hypothesi /.eks hic'potha.sic/ adj or adv according to the hypothesis 
[NL] 

exigency /'cksij(p)nM. ig'/ij(3)nsi/, exigence /'eksij(p)ns, 'egz-/ n I an 
exigent Mate of affairs, an emergency (the cabinet must be free to act in 
any ^ > 2 such need or necessity as belongs to the occasion; a requirement 
- usu pl'^ifh sing meaning VSE fml [kxigfni 4 -cy] 
exigent /'eksij(a)nl, 'egz-/ adj 1 requinng immediate aid or action 2 
exacting, demanding USE fml [L exigent-, exigens, prp of exigere to 
demand - more at exact] - exigently adv 

exiguous /ig'zigvooos/ adj excessively scanty, inadequate, meagre ~ fml 
[L exiguus, fr exigere\ - exiguously adv, exiguousness n, exiguity 
/.cksi'gyooh pti/ n 

'exile /’cksicl. 'egziel/ n 1 enforced or voluntary absence from one's 
country or home 2 one who is exiled voluntanly or by authonty [ME 
exil, fr MF, fr L exibum, fr exul banished person] 

‘exile vt to send into exile 

exist /ig'zist/ VI Is to have being in the real world, be (do unicorUa ^ '> 
b to have being in specified conditions (some chemical compounds 
only in solution} 2 to continue to be (Nazism still ^s> 3a to have life 
or the functions of vitality (man cannot ~ without water} b to live at 
un inferior level or under adverse circumstances (starving people - ing 
from one day to the next} [L exsistere to come into being, exist, fr ex- 
-E sistere to stand; akin to L stare to stand - more at .stand] 
existence /ig‘zist(a)ns/'fl la the totality of existent things b the state 
or fact of existing; life (death is an elementary fact of ■^} 2 manner of 
living or being (pursued a solitary — > 

existent /ig'zist(a)nt/ adj 1 having being; existing' 2 extant [Lex.si$renf-, 
exsistens, prp of exsistere] ~ existent n 
existentiel /.egzi'stensh(a)l/ adj 1 of or grounded in exi.stence 
propositions} 2 existentialist [(2) trans of Dan eksistentiel & G existen- 
tial] - existentially adv 

.exi'stentiaMsm /-,iz(a)m/ n a philosophical movement characterized 
by inquiry into human beings' experience of themselves in relation to the 


world, esp with reference to their freedom, responsibility, and isolation 
and the expenences (eg of anxiety and despair) in which these are 
revealed 

.exi'stsntial,ist /-.ist/ n or adj (a follower) of existentialism - existen- 
tialistic /-'istik/ adj 

existential quantifier n a quantifier that asserts that there exists at 
least 1 value of a vanable 

'exit /'eksit. 'egzit/ - used as a stage direction to specify who goes off stage 
[L. he goes out, fr exire to go out, fr ex- ♦ ire to go - more at issue] 
‘exit n 1 a departure of a performer from a scene 2 the act of going out 
or away 3 a way out of an enclosed place or space 4 death - cuph [L 
exitus, fr exitus, pp of exire, (1) 'exit] - exit vt 
ex libris /,eks 'leebris/ n. pi ex libris a bookplate [NL, from the books, 
used before the owner’s name on bookplates] 

Exntoor /'eks,m(H>3, -,maw/ n (a member oO a breed of hardy ponies with 
thick manes native to the Exmoor distnet [Exmoor, distnct of SW 
England] 

,ex 'nihilo /"neehiloh/ adv or adj from or out of nothing (creation 
-> IL] 

exo- /eksoh-/, ex- comb form 1 outside (exogamy}, outer (exoskeleton} 

- compare ect-, end- 1 2 giving off. releasing (exocnne} [Gk exo out. 
outside, fr ex out of - more at ex-] 

.exobi'ology /eksoh-/ n extraterrestnal biology - exobiological 
/-bic p'lojikl/ adj, exobiologiat /-bie'objisi/ n 

exocrine /'eksa.krcen, -knn, -.knen/ adj 1 producing secretions that are 
discharged through a duct compare endocrine 1 2 of or being an 
exocnne gland or its secretions [ISV exo- + Gk knnein to separate - more 
at ceriain] 

‘exocrine .gland n a gland (e g a sweat gland or a kidney) that releases 
a secretion external to an organ by means of a duct 
exocytosis /.cksohsie'tohsis/ n the relea.se of substances from a cell by 
fusion of a vesicle inside the cell with the cell membrane and release of 
the vesicle contents to the outside - compare endocytdsis [NL, fr exo- 
r -cytosis (as in phagocytosis)] - exocytic /-‘sietik/ adj, exocytose 
/-sie'tohz/ vb, exocytotic /-sie'totik/ adj 

exodermis /.eksoh'duhmis/ n a layer of the outer living cortical cells 
that functions as the epidermis in roots lacking secondary thickening 
[NL] 

exodus /'eksddas/ n I cap the second book of the Old Testament, 
relating the flight of the Israelites from Egypt 2 a mass departure, an 
emigration [L, fr Gk Exodos, lit , road out, fr ex- f hodos road - more 
at cede] 

ex officio /,eks aTis(h)ioh/ adv or adj by virtue or because of an office 
(the president is an - member of the committee} [LL] 
exogamy /ck'sogomi/ n marriage outside one's tnbe - compare 
rNDtVfjAMv exogamous, exogamic /.eksoh'gamik/ adj 
exogenous /ek'sojmas/ adj originating from the outside, due to external 
causes [F exogene, fr rxo- ♦ -gene (fr Gk -genes born) - more at -oen] 

- exogenously adv 

exonerate /ig'zon^rayt/ vt 1 to relieve of a responsibility, obligation, or 
hardship 2 to free from blame, exculpate USE usu + from < ~ d him from 
a charge of corruption} [ME exoneraten, fr L exoneratus, pp of exonerare 
to unburden, fr ex- + oner-, onus load] - exonerative /-rativ/ adj, 
exoneration /-'raysh(a)n/ n 

exophthalmos /.eksofthalmos, -mas/ also cxophtbalnus /-mas/ n 
abnormal protrusion of the eyeball [NL. fr Gk exophthalmos having 
prominent eyes, fr ex out + ophthalmos eye) - exophthalauc /-mik/ 
adj 

exorbitant /ig'zawbit(a)nt/ adj, of pnees, demands, etc much greater 
than IS reasonable; excessive [ME, abnormal, irregular, fr MF, fr LL 
exorbitant-, exorbitans, prp of exorbitare to deviate, fr L ex- + orbita 
track, rut - more at orb] - exorbitance n, exorbitantly adv 
exorc ise, -ize /'eksaw.sicz/ vt la to expel (an evil spint) by solemn 
command (e g in a religious ceremony) b to get rid of (e g an unpleasant 
thought or emotion) as if by exorcism 2 to free (e g a person or place) 
of an evil spint [ME exorcisen, fr MF exorciser, fr LL exorcizare, fr Gk 
exorkizein, fr ex- 4 horkizein to bind by oath, adjure, fr horkos oath; akin 
to Gk herkos fence, L sarcirt to mend] - exorciier n 
exorcism /'eksaw,siz(3)m/ n (a spell used in) the act of exorcising - 
exordst Aksasist, -saw-/ n 

exordium /ek'sawdi-am, -dyam/ n. pi exordiums, exordia /-di-a, -dya/ 
a beginning or introduction, esp to a formal speech or literary work [L, 
fr exordm to begin, fr ex- v ordiri to begin - more at order] - exordisl 
adj 
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exoskelaton /.eksoh'skelKn/ n an external supportive (hard or bony) 
covering of an animaJ - exoekelctal A'skelitl, -skileetl/ adj 
exosmoaia /.eksoz'mohsis/ n passage of material through a membrane 
from a region of higher concentration to a region of lower concentration 
> compare endosmosis [alter of obs exosmosc, fr F. fr ex- f Gk dsmos 
act of pushing - more at endosmosis] - exoamotlc /-'motik/ adj 
axoaphara /’eksoh.sfia/ n the outer region of a planet's atmosphere 
[ISV] > exoapheric A'sferik/ adj 

axoatoala /.ekso'stohsis/ n, pi exoatoaes a spur or bony out- 

growth from a bone [NL. fr Gk ekostosis, fr ex out of ^ osteon bone - 
more at ex-, osseous] 

axotaric /.eksoh'tenk/ adj 1 designed for. understood by. or suitable to 
be imparted to the public - compare esoteric 2 not admitted or belong- 
ing to the inner or initiated circle [L A Gk; L exotencus, fr Gk exotenkos, 
lit., external, fr exotero, compar of exo outside - more at exo-] - 
exoterkally adv 

axotharmic /.eksoh'thuhmik/, exothermal /-'thuhml/ adj charactenzed 
by or formed with evolution of heat [ISV] - exothermically adv 
axotic /ig'zotik/ adj 1 introduced from another country; not native to 
the place where found <^an ^ planO 2 strikingly or excitingly different 
or unusual (an ^ disJi)> [L exoticus, fr Gk exotikos, fr exo] - exotic n. 
exotically adv, exoticnesa n, exoticism /ig'zou.siz(a)m/ n 
axotica /ig'zotika/ n pi exotic things; esp literary or artistic items with 
an exotic theme or quality [NL, fr L. neut pi of e.io/;ru5] 
axpand Ak'spand/ vt la to increase the size, extent, number, volume, 
or scope of (the company has ^ ed its interests overseas} b to introduce 
gas into (a plastic or resin) <^ed vinyl} 2 to express in detail or in full 
('^ an argument} vi 1 to become expanded < iron when heated} 

2 ENLARGE 2 3 to gTow genial; become more sociable (only among 
friends} [ME expaunden, fr L expandere, fr ex- + pandere to spread - 
more at fathom] - expandable adj 

ax4Mindad 'matal n sheet metal cut and expanded into a lattice 
ax'pandar /-da/ n any of several substances (e g dextran) used as a blood 
or plasma substitute for increasing the blood volume [expand -t- ^-er] 
•xpanse /ik'spans/ n 1 sthg spread out, esp over a wide area 2 the extent 
to which sthg is spread out [NL expansum, fr L, neut of expanses, pp of 
expandere] 

ex'panslble Asabl/ adj expandable - expansibility A'bilati/ n 
•xpanaile /ik'spansiel/ adj (capable) of expansion 
expansion /ik'spansh(a)n/ n 1 expanding or being expanded (terntonal 
2 the increase in volume of working fluid (e g steam) in an engine * 
cylinder 3 sthg expanded: e g a an expanded pan b a fuller treatment 
of an earlier theme or work 4 the expanding of a mathematical expression 
or function in a senes - expansioaal adj, expansionary /-(a)n/ adj 
ax'pansion.iam /-.iz(o)m/ n a policy of (terntonal) expansion - expan- 
sionist n, expansionist, expansionistic /-'istik/ adj 
•xponsivo /ik'spansiv/ adj 1 having a capacity or tendency to expand 
or cause expansion 2 freely communicative; genial, effusive (she grew 
after dinner} 3 having wide expanse or extent 4 characterized by 
largeness or magnificence of scale living} • expansively adv, expan- 
Sivencfls n, expansivity A'sivati/ n 

•X parto /fiks 'pahti, -tay/ adv or adj from or in the interests of 1 side 
only - used of legal proc^ings [ML] 

expatiate /ik'spayshUyt, ek-/ vr to speak or wnte at length or in detail, 
usu on a single subject - usu ^ on or upon [L exspattatus, pp of exspatian 
to wander, digress, fr ex- + spatium space, course - more at speed] > 
expatiation Ashi'aysh(o)n/ n 

'expatriate /eks'patnayt/ vt 1 to exile, banish 2 to withdraw (cvteselO 
from residence in or allegiance to one's native country [ML expatriates, 
pp of expatriate to leave one's own country, fr L ex- 4 patria native 
country, fr fern of patrius of a father, fr patr-, pater father - more at 
father] - expatriation /•tri'aysh(9)n/ n 
^expatriate /.eks'patn-at/ n one who lives in a foreign country ~ 
expatriate adj 

expect Aik'spekt/ vi 1 to look forward with anticipation 2 to be pregnant 
^vr 1 to anticipate or look forward to <^ed a telephone calf} 2a to 
consider (an event) probable or certain (-^ to be forgiven} b to consider 
reasonable, doe, or necessary (he '^ed respect from his children} c to 
consider bound in duty or obligated (they ^ ed him to pay his dues} 3 
to suppose, think </ ~ thafs true} - infml [L exspectare to look forward 
to, fr ex- 4 spectate to look at, fr spectus, pp of specere to look - more 
at spy] - expectable adj, espectably adv, expeetanee, expectancy n, 
fxpacMy adv, expectcdiKSf n 

*ex|^tant /ik'ip^t(a)nt/ at^f 1 characterized by expectation 2 of a 
pregnant woman expecting the birth of a child - expectantly adv 


^expectant n one (e g a candidate for a position) who is expectant 
expectation /,ekspek'taysh(a)n/ n 1 expecting or sthg expected 2 
prospects of inheritance ~ usu pi with sing, meaning 3 an expected 
amount or number (e g of years of life) based on statistical probability 
expectorant /ik'spektar^nt/ n or adj (sthg) that promotes expector- 
ation 

expectorate /ik'spektarayt/ vb 1 to eject (matter) from the throat or 
lungs by coughing or spitting 2 to spit (e g saliva) [probfr (assumed) NL 
expectoratus, pp of expectorate, fr L, to cast out of the mind, fr ex- + 
pector-, pectus breast, soul] - expectoration /-'raysh(a)n/ n 
expediency /ik'specdionsi. -dyansi/ n 1 expediency, expedience suita- 
bility. fitness 2 cultivation of or adherence to expedient means and 
methods 3 an expedient 

'ex'pedient /-ant/ adj 1 suitable for achieving a particular end 2 
charactenzed by concern with what is opportune and esp by self-interest, 
rather than by concern with what is moral [ME. fr MF or L. MF, fr L 
expedient-, expediens, prp of expedite to extneate. arrange, be advantage- 
ous, fr ex- f ped-, pes foot - more at foot] - expediently adv 
‘expedient n a means to an end; esp one devised or used in case of urgent 
need 

expedite Akspi.diet/ vt 1 to execute promptly 2 to hasten the process 
or progress of, facilitate LISIl fml [L expeditus, pp of expedite] ~ 

expediter n 

expedition /,ekspi'dish(a)n/ n I a journey or excursion undertaken for 
a .specific purpose (c g for war or exploration) 2 efficient promptness, 
speed - fml (ME expedictoun, fr MF & L, MF expedition, fr L expedition-, 
expeditio, fr expeditus] 

.expe'd it ionary /-n/ adj of or constituting an expedition, a/so sent on 
military service abroad (an -- force} 

.expe'ditious /-shas/ adj speedy - fml - expeditiously adv, expeditious- 
ness n 

expel /ik'spel/ vt -11- 1 to dnve or force out ( - led air from the lungs') 
2 to dnve away, esp to deport 3 to cut off from membership led from 
schiKil} [ME expellen, fr L expellere, fr ex- + pelterc to drive -- more at 
FELr] - expellable adj, expeller n, expellee /.ekspe'lee. ik.spe'lee/ n 
expend /ik'spend/ vt l to pay out <^the new roads on which so much 
public money is — cd> 2 to consume (e g time, care, oi attention) by use, 
USE UP (projects on which he ^ed great energy} [ME expenden, fr L 
cxpe/idere to weigh out, expend, fr ex- + pendm* to weigh - more at span] 

- expender n 

ex'pendable /-dabi/ adj 1 normally used up in service, not intended to 
be kept or reused supplies like pencils and paper") 2 regarded as 
available for sacrifice or destruction in order to accomplish an objective 
troops} [expend f -abi f] - expendability A'bibti/ n 
expenditure /ik'spendicha/ n 1 the act or process of expending 2 the 
amount expended [irrcg fr expend] 

expense /ik'spens/ n la sthg expended to secure a benefit or bring about 
a result b financial burden or outlay e pi the charges incurred by an 
employee in performing his/her duties d an item of business outlay 
chargeable against revenue in a specific period 2 a cause or occasion of 
usu high expenditure (a car is a great - > (ME, fr AF or LL, AF, fr LL 
expensa, fr L, fem of expensus, pp of expendere] - at somebody's expense 
in a manner that causes sby to be ndiculed (made a joke at my expense) 

- at the expense of to the detriment of (develop a hoy’s physique at the 
expense of his intelligence - Bertrand Russell) 

ex'pense ac,count n an account of expenses reimbursable to an 
employee - expense-account adj 

expensive /ik'spensiv/ adj 1 involving great expense (an ^ hobby} 2 
commanding a high price; dear - expensive^ adv, expensiveness n 
'experience /ik'spian ans/ n 1 (the facts or ih^cnts perceived by) the usu 
conscious perception or apprehension of reality or of an external, bodily, 
or mental event 2 (the knowledge, skill, or practice denved from) direct 
participation or observation 3 the sum total ct conscious events that make 
up an individual life or the collective pa.st of a community, nation, or 
humankind generally 4 sthg personally encountered or undergone (a 
terrifying -*-} [ME, fr MF, fr L expenentia act of trying, fr expenent-, 
experiens, prp of expenn to try, fr ex- ♦ -penn (akin to periculum 
attempt) - more at fear] 

‘experience vt to have experience of <-«-d severe hardships as a 
child} 

ex'perienced adj skilful or wise as a result of experience of a particular 
activity or of life as a whole (an ^ driver} 

experientisi /ik^piari'enshfa)!/ adj based on or relating to experience; 
citipiricaf • experientially adv 

experiment /ik'sperimant/ n 1 a tentative procedure or policy that is 
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on tnal 2 an operation earned out under controlled conditions in order 
to test or establish a hypothesis or to illustrate a known law <a scienunc 
^ > 3 the process of making experiments [ME. fr MF, fr L expenmen- 
tum, fr expenn] ~ experiment />ment/ vi, experimentation Amen^ 
'taysh(a)n, -man-/ n, experimenter n 
experimental /ik.spen'mentl/ adj 1 expenential 2 based on or denved 
from experiment - experimentaliem adj, experimentally adv 
expert /ekspuht/ n or adj (sby or sthg) having or showing special skill 
or knowledge denved from training or experience [adj ME. fr MF A L, 
MF, fr L expertus, fr pp of expenn, n fr adj] - expertly adv, expert- 
ness n 

expertise /.ekspuh'teez/ n skill in or knowledge of a panicular field, 
know-how (^technical [F, fr MF, expenness, fr expert] 
expiable /'ekspi-abi/ adj capable of being expiated 
expiate /'ekspi.ayt/ vt la to eradicate the guilt incurred by (c g a sin) 
b to pay the penalty for (e g a enme) 2 to make amends for [L expiatus, 
pp of expiare to atone for, fr ex- + piare to atone for. appease - more at 
pious] - expiation /-'aysh(?)n/ n. expiator /-.ayta/ n, expiatory 
/-'ayt(3)n/ adj 

expiration /,ckspie 3'raysh(3)n, -spiV n 1 the release of air from the 
lungs through the nose or mouth 2 expiry, termination [txpiRP i 
-ation] 

expiratory /ik'spiC 3r3t(3)ri/ adj of or employed in the expiration of air 
from the lungs 

expire /ik'spic a/ vi 1 to come to an end (hi*: term of office ^ s this year; 

2 to emit the breath 3 to die - fml ^ i t to breathe out (as lO from the 
lungs [ME expiren, fr MF or I , MF expirer, fr L exspirare, fr ex- t 
spirare to breathe - more at spirit] 

ex'piry Arr, n a irrnrnation. esp t'f a time or period fixed by law. 
contract, or agreement 

explain /ik'sptayn/ v/ 1 to make plain or understandable 2 to give the 
reason for or cause of (unwillinji to ^ his conduct^ ^ to make sthg 
plain or understandable [ME explanen, fr L cxplanare, lit , to make level, 
fr ex- * planus level, flat - more at 1 1 rxiK] - explainable adj, explainer 
/» - explain oneself to clanfy one’s statements or the reasons for one’s 
conduct 

explain away vt to avoid blame for or cause to appear insignificant by 
making excuses (tned to explain away the corruption in his depart- 
ment) 

explanation /.ekspb'naysh(3)n/ n the act or prwess of explaining, sthg. 
esp a statement, that explains 

explanative /ik'splanativ/ adj explanatory - explanatively adv 
explanatory /ik'splan,'>t(3)n/ adi serving to explain / iiotes) - 

explanatorily adv 

'explant /ck'splahnt/ vt to remove (living tissue), esp to a medium for 
tissue culture [ex- ^ -plant (as in implant)] - explantation /-'tay- 
sh(3)n/ n 

*explant n a piece of living tissue removed from an organism and placed 
in a medium for tissue culture 

'expletive /ek'spleetiv/ adj serving to fill up < - phrases) [LL expletnus, 
fr L expletus, pp of expiere to fill out, fr ex- ♦ plere to fill - more at 
'ruiL] 

^expletive n l a word, phrase, etc inserted to fill a space without adding 
to the sense 2 a usu meaningless exclamatory word or phrase, specif one 
that is obscene or profane 

explicable /'eksplikabi, ek'sphkabi/ adj capable of being explained - 
explicably adv 

explicate /'eksphkayt/ vt 1 to give a detailed explanation of 2 to 
develop the implications of, analyse logically [L explicatui pp of 
expheare, ht., to unfold, fr ex- + pheare to fold - more at 'pi y] - 
expileator n, explicative /'eksphkativ, ek'sph-/ adj, explicatory 
Aeksph,kayt(a)n, ek'sphkat(d)n/ adj, explication /.ckspirkaysh(a)n/ n 
explicit /ik'sphsit/ adj I clear, unambiguous instructions)-, also 
graphically frank sex scenes) 2 fully developed or formulated [F or 
ML; F exphcite, fr ML exphcitus, fr L, pp of expheare] - explicitly adv. 
explicitness n 

explode /ik'spJohd/ vt 1 to bring (c g a belief or theory) into discredit 
by demonstrating falsity <-^4 rumour) 2 to cause to explode or burst 
noisily ^ vi 1 to give expression to sudden, violent, and usu noisy emotion 
with anger) 2a to undergo a rapid chemical or nuclear reaction with 
the production of noise, heat, and violent expansion of gases b to burst 
or expand violently as a result of pressure (the boiler d) <f/ie exploding 
population) [L exphdere to drive off the stage by clapping, fr ex- + 
plaudere to clap] - exploder n 


ex'ploded adj showing the parts separated but in correct relationship to 
each other (an view of a carburettor) 

'exploit /'eksployt/ n a deed, act; esp a notable or heroic one [ME, 
outcome, success, fr OF, fr L explicitum, neut of explicitus, pp] 
'exploit /ik'sployt/ vr 1 to turn to economic account (-^ a mine)-, also 
to utilize 2 to take unfair advantage of for financial or other gam <-^s 
the workers by paying low wages) - exploitable adj, exploiter n, exploi- 
tive adj, exploitively adj, exploitability Ata'bibti/ n 
exploitation /,ekspioy'taysh(a)n/ n I exploiting or being exploited 2 
cashing in on a topical (heme < ^ movie) - exploitative /ik'sploytativ/ 
adj, exploitatively adv 

explore /ik'splaw/ vt 1 to examine or inquire into thoroughly the 
possibilities of reaching an agreement) 2 to examine minutely, esp for 
diagnostic purposes 3 to travel into or through for purposes of geographi- 
cal discovery — vi to make or conduct a search (L explorare, fr ex- 
piorare to cry out, prob fr the outcry of hunters on sighting game] -• 
explorer n. exploration /,ekspb'raysh(a)n/ n, explorative /ik'splorativ/ 
adj, exploratively adv, exploratory /-tri/ adj 

explosion /ik'splohzh(3)n/ n 1 exploding e g a a rapid large-scale 
expansion, increase, or upheaval (the population ^ > b a sudden violent 
outburst of emotion 2 plosion [L explosion-, explosio act of dnving off 
by clapping, fr explosus, pp of explodere] 

'explosive /ik’splohsiv, -ziv/ adj 1 tending or threatening to burst fonh 
with sudden violence or noise (an ^ substance) (an ^ situation) 

SYMBOL 2 tending to arouse strong reactions, controversial (the play's ^ 
topicality) ~ explosively adv, explosiveness n 
'explosive n 1 an explosive substance 2 a plosive, stop 
expo /'ckspoh/ n, pi expos exposition 3 

exponent /ik'spohnant/ /i 1 a symbol wntten above and to the nght of 
a mathematical expression to indicate the operation of raising to a power 
(in the expression a', the ^ 3 indicates that a is cubed) 2a sby or sthg 
that expounds or interprets b sby who advocates or exemplifies USE (2) 
usu ♦ of [L exponent-, exponens, prp of exponere] 
exponential /,ekspa'nensh(a))/ adj 1 involving a vanable in an expo- 
nent /.van -- expression) 2 expressible or approximately expressible 
in terms of exponential functions (an growth rate) 
exponential function n a mathematical function in which an indepen- 
dent variable appears in an exponent 
'export /ik'spawt/ vt to carry or send (c g a commodity) to some other 
place (e g another country) for purposes of trade ^ vi to export sthg 
abroad [L exportare, fr ex- + portare to carry - more at 'pare] -- 
exportable adj. exportability /-ta'bibti/ n, exporter n 
'export "ekspawt/ n 1 sthg exported 2 an act of exporting 
.exportation A'taysh(a)n/ n an act of exporting; also, chiefly NAm a 
commodity exported 

expose /ik'spohz/ ir la to depnve of shelter or protection, lay open to 
attack or distressing influence <^s himself to ndicuJe) b to submit or 
subject to an action or inHuence, specif to subject (a photographic film, 
plate, or paper) to the action of radiant energy c to abandon (an infant) 
ill an unsheltered place 2 to lay open to view, display e g a to exhibit 
for public veneration b to reveal the face of (a playing card) c to engage 
in indecent exposure of (oneselO 3 to bring (sthg shameful) to light <^d 
their trickery) [ME exposen, fr MF exposer, fr L exponere to set forth, 
explain (perf indic exposui), fr ex- + ponere to put. place - more at 
posiiionJ - exposer n 

expos#, expose /ek'spohzay (Fr rkspoze)/ n 1 a formal recital or 
exposition of facts, a statement 2 an exposure of sthg discreditable (a 
newspaper — of organized crime) [F expose, fr pp of exposer] 
exposed adj open to view or to the elements 

exposition /,ekspa'zish<a)n/ n 1 the art or practice of expounding or 
explaining the meaning or purpose of sthg (e g a text) 2a a detailed 
explanation or elucidation, esp of sthg difficult to understand (a brilliant 
^ of existentialism) b the first part of a musical composition in which 
the theme is presented 3 a usu international public exhibition or show (e g 
of industrial products) - cxpositioBal adj, expositor /ik'spozita/ n, 
expository /ik'spozit(a)n/ adj 
expositive Aik'spozativ/ adj descnptive, explanatory 
ex post facto /,eks .pohst 'faktoh/ adj or adv 1 after the fact 
approvaf) 2 applied retrospectively laws) [LL. from a thing done 
afierwards] 

expostulate /ik'spostyoolayt, -chalayt/ vi to reason earnestly with sby 
in order to dissuade or remonstrate - fml [L expostulatus, pp of 
expostulare to demand, dispute, fr ex- > postulare to ask for - more at 
posTUt.ATE] - expostulation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

exposure /ik'spohzh(a)/ n la a disclosure, esp of a weakness or sthg 
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shameful or criminal; an expose, unmasking ^continued his ^ of electoral 
frauds^ b presentation or exposition, esp to the public by means of the 
mass media c(l) the act of exposing a sensitized photographic film, plate, 
or paper, also the duration of such an exposure (2) a section of a film with 
1 picture on it 2a being exposed, specif to the elements b the specified 
direction in which a building, room, etc faces <a house with a western ^ > 
USE (Icdh (2)) CAMERA (expose + -URE] 
expound /ik'spownd/ vt to set forth, esp in careful or elaborate detail; 
state, explain [ME expounden, fr MF expondre, fr L exponere to explain 
> more at expose] •> expounder n ^ 

'express /ik'spres/ adj 1 firmly and explicitly stated </re disobeyed my 
orders^ 2 of a particular sort; specific </ie came for that purpose^ 
H (adapted or suitable for) travelling at high speed <aii highway^ b 
Br designated to be delivered without delay by special messenger 
mail) (ME, fr MF expres, fr L expressus, pp of expnmere to press out. 
express, fr ex- premere to press - more at ’press] 

’express adv by express 

’express n 1 an express vehicle 2 Br express mail 
’express vt la to show or represent, esp in words; state b to make known 
the opinions, feelings, etc of (oneself) es himself through his work} c 
to represent by a sign or symbol 2 to force out (e g the juice of a fruit) 
by pressure [ME expressen, fr MF A L; MF expresses fr OF, fr expres, 
adj. fr L expressus, pp] - expresser n, expressible adj 
expression /ik'spresh(»)n/ n la expressing, esp in words (freedom of 
b(l) an outward manifestation or symbol (this gift is an ^ of my 
admiration for you) (2) a significant word or phrase (3) a mathematical 
or logical symbol or combination of symbols serving to express sthg 2a 
a means or manner of expressing sthg; esp sensitivity and feeling in 
communicating or performing (read the poem with ^ > b(l) the quality 
or fact of being expressive (2) facial aspect or vocal intonation indicative 
of feeling 3 (a product oO pressing out - expressional adj, expressionless 
adj, expressionlessly adv, expressioolessness n 
•x'prestion.ism /•,iz(d)m/ n a mode of artistic expression that attempts 
to depict the artist’s subjective emotions and responses to objects and 
events - expressionist n or adj, expressionistk /-'istik/ adj, expressionis- 
tically adv 

•xprestiVP /ik'spresiv/ adj 1 of expression (the ^ function of lan- 
guage') 2 serving to express or represent (he used foul and novel terms 
^ of rage - H G Wells) 3 full of expression; significant (an silence) 

- cxprcssifely adv, expressiveness n, expressivity /.ekspre'sivatt/ n 
expressly /ik'spresli/ adv 1 explicitly (I ^ told you not to do that) 2 

for the express purpose, specially (needed a clinic ^ for the treatment of 
addicts) 

ex'prPSS,way n, chiefly NAm a motorway 

expropriate /ek'$prohpn,ayt/ vt 1 to dispossess 2 to transfer to one's 
own possession <^d a// the land within a lO-mile radius) (ML expro- 
pnatus, pp of expropnare, fr L ex- f propnus own] - expropriator n, 
expropiiatiott /-'aysh(9)n/ n 

expulaion /ik'spuish(9)n/ n expelling or being expelled (ME, fr L 
expulsion-, expulsio, fr expulsus, pp of expellere to expel] - expulsive 
/-siv/ adj 

expunge /ik'spunj/ vt 1 to stnke out, obliterate, erase 2 to efface 
completely; destroy (nothing can ^ his shame) USE fml [L expungere 
to mark for deletion by dots, fr ex- + pungere to pnek - more at pungent] 

- expunction /tk'spungksh(9)n/ n, expunger n 

expurgate /'ekspuh.gayt/ vt to nd of sthg morally offensive; esp to 
remove objectionable parts from, before publication or presentation (L 
expurgatus, pp of expurgare, fr ex- ^ purgare to purge] - expurgptor 
/-gayta/ n, expurgation /-'gaysh(9)n/ n, expurgatorial /ik- 
3puhg9*tawn-al/ adj, expnrgatory /ik'spuhgat(9)ri/ adj 
exquiaite /ik'skwizit, 'ekskwizit/ adj la marked by flawless, beautiful, 
and usu delicate craftsmanship b keenly sensitive, esp in feeling; dis- 
criminating taste) 2a extremely beautiful; delightful (an ^ white 
blossom) b acute, intense pain) (ME exquisit choice, ingenious, fr 
L exquiaitus, fr pp of exquirere to search out, fr ex- + quaerere to seek] 

- exgoifitely /ik'skwizitli/ adv, exquisiteneaa n 
axaanguinata /ik'sang-gwi.nayt/ vt to dram of blood (L exsanguinatus 

bloodless, fr ex- + sanguin-, sanguis blood] - eisangnination /-nay- 
sh(3)n/ n 

exaartad /ek'suhtid/ adj projecting beyond an enclosing organ or part 
anthers) (fr pp of exsert (to thrust out), fr L exsertus, exertus, pp of 
exserere^ txerere - more at exert] 

axatIpuHita /ek'stipyoobt, -,layt/ adj, of a plant or leaf having no 
stipules 

#xtant /ek'sum/ adj still or currently existing manuscripts) [L 


exstant-, exstans, prp of exstare to stand out. be in existence, fr ex- stare 
to stand - more at stand] 

axtamporanaous /ik,stemp9'rayny3s, -ni-as/ adj 1 done, spoken, per- 
formed, etc on the spur of the moment; impromptu (gave a witty 
speech) 2 provided, made, or put to use as an expedient; makeshift [LL 
extemporaneus, fr L ex tempore] - extemporaneonaly adv, extempor- 
aneousneas n, extenporaneity /-pars'nayati/ n 
extemporary /ik'stempfajrsn/ adj extemporaneous - extenporarily 
adv 

extempore /ik'stempan/ adj or adv (spoken or done) in an extempor- 
aneous manner (speaking - ) (L ex tempore, fr ex + tempore, abl of 
tempus time] 

extemporize, -iae /ik'stemp9.riez/ vi to speak, or perform sthg, extem- 
poraneously; improvise ~ vt to compose, perform, or utter extempor- 
aneously - extemporizer n, extemporization /-'zaysh(9)n/ n 
extend /ik'stend/ vt 1 to spread or stretch forth, unfold <'''Cd both her 
arms) 2a to stretch out to fullest length <^cd ihe sail) b to exert (e g 
a horse or oneself) to full capacity (won the race without — mg himself) 
3 to give or offer, usu in response to need; proffer < ^ ing aid to the needy) 
4a to cause to reach (e g in distance or scope) (national authority was ed 
over new temtones) <^cd /he road to the coast) b to prolong m time 
c to advance, further <^ing human knowledge) 5a to enlarge b to 
increase the scope, meaning, or application of. broaden ^ v/ 1 to stretch 
out m distance, space, or time (his jurisdiction ^ ed over the whole area) 
2 to reach m scope or application (ME extenden, fr MF or L, MF 
estendre, fr L extendere, fr ex- *- tendere to stretch - more at thin] - 
extendable, extendible adj 

ex'tended adj, of a gait or horse performed or performing with length- 
ened stride and extended neck - compare colicctfd - extendedly adv, 
extendedness n 

ex.tended 'family n a family unit that includes 3 or more generations 
of near relatives in addition to a nuclear family in 1 household - compare 
NUCLEAR FAMILY 

ex'tender /-da/ n a substance added to a product to increase its bulk or 
improve its physical properties [extend + *-er] 
extensible /ik'stensabi/, extensile /-siel/ adj capable of being extended 
, - extensibility /sahibti/ n 

extension /ik'stensh(a)n/ n la extending or being extended b sthg 
extended 2 extent, scope 3 a straightening of (a joint between the bones 
oO a limb 4 an increase in length of time 5 a programme of instruction 
for nonresident students of a university 6a a part added (e g to a building) 
b an extra telephone connected to the pnncipal line (ME, fr MF or LL. 
MF, fr LL extension-, extensio, fr L extensus, pp of extendere] 
extonsive /ik'stensiv, -ziv/ adj 1 having wide or considerable extent < ^ 
reading) 2 of or being farming in which large areas of land are used with 
minimum outby and labour - extensively adv, extensiveness n 
sxtensometer /.eksten'somita/ n an instrument for measuring defor- 
mations of test specimens caused by tension, compression, etc (ex/e/ision 
» -o- + -meter] 

extensor /ik'stensa, -saw/ n a muscle that produces extension 
extent /ik'stent/ n 1 the range or distance over which sthg extends (the 
- of the forest) (the ^ of his knowledge) 2 the point or limit to which 
sthg extends (the ^ of our patience) (ME, land valuation, seizure of 
land, fr AF & MF; AF extente land valuation, fr MF, area, surveying of 
land, fr extendre to extend] 

extenuate /ik'stcnyoo.ayt/ vt to (try to) lessen the senousness or extent 
of (e g a crime) by giving excuses (L extenuates, pp of extenuare, fr ex- 
-i- tenuis thin - more at thin] - extenuator n, txtenuatory /-yoo9t(9)n/ 
adj, extenuation /-'aysh(9)n/ n 

'exterior /ik'stian-a/ adj Ion the outside or ai| outside surface; external 
2 suitable for use on outside surfaces [L, compir of exter, exterus on the 
« outside, foreign, fr ex] - exteriorize vt, exteriorly adv, exteriorization 
/-’zaysh(9)n/ n, exteriority /-n'orati/ n 
’exterior n la an exterior part or surface; outside b an outward manner 
or appearance (a deceptively fnendly -) la representation of an 
outdoor scene 

exterior angle n 1 the angle between a side of a polygon and an 
extended adjacent side 2 an angle between a line crossing 2 parallel lines 
and either of the latter and lying outside the parallel lines math- 
ematics 

exterminate /ik'stuhmixiayt/ vt to destroy completely; esp to kill all of 
(>^6 the mice) (L exterminatus, pp of extermmare to banish, expel, fr 
ex- > terminus boundary - more at term] - extcmiiiator n, extermiBation 
/-naysh(3)n/ n, exterminatory /ik'stuhmii»t(3)ri/ adj 
'external /ik'stuhnl/ adj la capable of being perceived outwardly (-^ 
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signs of a disease} b(l) superficial (2) not intrinsic or essential < ~ 
circumstances'} 2 of, connected with, or intended for the outside or an 
outer part 3a(I) situated outside, apart, or beyond (2) arising or acting 
from outside <fl/i ^ force} b of dealings with foreign countries c having 
existence independent of the mind <— reality} (ME. fr L extemus 
external, fr exter] ~ externally adv, externality /.ekstuh'nabti/ n 
’external n an external feature or aspect - usu pi 
external-combustion engine n a heat engine (e g u steam engine) 
that derives its heat energy from fuel consumed outside the engine 
cylinder 

external degree n a degree taken without actually attending the 
university that awards it 

ex.ternal ex'aminer n a visiting examiner who ensures impartiality 
and equality of standards in an examination 

external-ize, -ise /ik'stuhnl.ie// vt 1 to make external or externally 
visible 2 to attribute to causes outside the self, rationalize ^ his failure/ 
" extcrnalization /-'7aysh(3)n/ n 

exteroceptive Ackstaroh'septiv/ adj activated by, relating to. or being 
stimuli received by an organism from outside [L exter ^ h -o- * -ceptivc 
(as in receptive)] - exteroceptor n 

exterritorial /.eks.teri'tawn-3l/ adj exiratcrntonal - exterritoriality 
Ari'abti/ n 

extinct /ik'stingkt/ adj la no longer burning b no longer active (an -- 
volcano"^ 2 no longer existing fan-^ animah 3 having no qualified 
claimant (an - title} (ME. fr L exstinctus, pp of exstingucre] 
extinction /ik'stmgksh(3)n/ n I making or l^mg extinct or (causing to 
be) extinguished 2 elimination or reduction of a conditioned response by 
not reinforcing it - extinctive /ik'stingktiv/ adj 
extinguish /ik'stiKig givish/ vt la to cause to cease burning, quench b 
to bring to an end (hope for their safety was slowly ~ ed> c to cause 
extinction of (a conditioned response) 2a to make void a claim} b 
to abolish (a debt) by payment (L exstingucie (fr cx- • stinguere to 
extinguish) ♦ E -ish (as in abolish), akin to I. ins//garc to incite more 
at 'stick] ' extinguishable adf, extinguisher n, extinguishment n 
extirpate /'eksiuh.payt/ vt 1 to destroy completely (as lO by uprooting, 
annihilate 2 to cut out by surgery (L exstirpatus, pp of exstirpare, fr ex- 
• stirp-, stirps trunk, rixit - more at ioki’id] - extirpator n, extirpation 
/-'paysh(3)n/ ii, extirpative /‘ekstuh.paytiv, ik'stuhpativ/ adj 
extol, NAm also extoll /ik'stohl, -'stol/ vt -11- to praise highly, glorify 
(ME extollen, fr L exiollere, fr cx* 4 lollcre to lift up - more at toi trai i ] 
- cxtoller n, extolment n 

extort /ik’stawt/ vt to obtain from sby by force or threats < 
money} ( -^ a confession} (L extort us, pp of extorquere to wrench out, 
extort, fr ex- ^ torqiiere to twist - more at iokiuri] extorter n. 
extortive adj 

extortion /ik'stawsh(o)n/ n extorting, specif the unlawful extorting of 
money - extortioner n, extortionist n 
extortionate /ik'st.Twsh(a)nat/ adj excessive, exorbitant ~ extortion- 
ately adv 

'extra Akstra/ adj I more than is due. usual, or necessary, additional <' ^ 
work} 2 subject to an additional charge < nxm service /s - > (prob short 
for extraordinary] 

’extra nsthg or sby extra or additional eg a an added charge b a specified 
edition of a newspaper (late night ~ > c a run in cricket (e g a bye, leg 
bye, no^^all, or wide) that is not scored by a stroke of the bat and is not 
credited to a batsman's individual score d an additional worker, specif 
one hired to act in a group scene in a film or stage production 
’extra adv beyond or above the usual size, extent, or amount (to work '** 
hard} (they charge -- for single rooms} 
extra- /ckstra-/ prefix outside; beyond (exirajudiciaf} (extramural} 
(ME, fr L, fr extra, adv & prep, outside, except, beyond, fr exter on the 
outside “ more at t.xtfrior] 

extracellular /.ekstra'selyoob/ adj situated or occurnng outside a cell 
or the cells of the body digestion} (^ enzymes} - extracellularly 
adv 

.extra 'cover n a fielding position m cricket between mid-otT and cover 
and about a third of the way to tl^e boundary sport 
'extract /ik'strakt/ vt 1 to draw forth or pull out. esp against resistance 
or with cfTort cd a wisdom tooth} ed a confession} 2 to withdraw 
(e g a juice or fraction) by physical or chemical process; also to treat with 
a solvent so as to remove a soluble substance 3 to separate (a metal) from 
an ore 4 to find (a mathematical root) by calculation 5 to excerpt [ME 
extracten, fr L extractus, pp of extrahere, fr ex- 4 trahere to draw - more 
at draw] - extractable, extractible adj, extractor n, extractability 
/-ta'bibti/ n 


’extract /'ckstrakt/ n 1 an excerpt 2 extract, extractive /ik'strakiiv/ (a 
solution oO the essential constituents of a complex matenal (eg an 
aromatic plant) prepared by extraction 
extraction /ik'straksh(3)n/ n 1 extracting 2 ancestry, origin 3 sthg 
extracted 

extractive /ik'straktiv/ adj 1 tending towards or resulting in the 
depletion of natural resources by extraction with no provision for replen- 
ishment ^ agnculture} 2 capable of being extracted - extractively 
adv 

ex'trector .fan n a type of ventilator, usu electncally driven, designed 
to expel fumes, stale air, etc 

extracurricular /.ekstraka'nkyoob/ adj 1 not falling within the scope 
of a regular curriculum 2 lying outside one’s normal activities 
extraditable /'ekstra,diet3bl/ad7 liable to or warranting extradition (an 
^ offence} 

extradite /'eksira.diet/ vt 1 to hand over for extradition 2 to obtain by 
extradition (back-formation fr extradition] 
extradition /,ekstr3'dish(9)n/ n the surrender of an alleged criminal by 
one state to another having junsdiction to try the charge [F, fr ex- 4^ L 
tradition-, traditio act of handing over - more at trfason] 
extrados /ck'straydos/ n, pi extrados /^ /, extradoses the convex upper 
surface of an arch - compare intrados ARCHntr/iLRF (F, fr L 
extra t F dos back - more at ixjssii.r] 

extrajudicial /.ckstr3jooh’dish(.'>)l/ adj 1 not forming part of regular 
legal proceedings <^an — investigation .> 2 in contravention of law (an ^ 
execution} - extrajndicially adv 

extramarital /.ekstrs'mantl/ adj, cvp of sexual rWo/ioos involving 
sby other than one's spouse 

extramundane /.ekstrsmundayn, adf situated in or relating to a 
region beyond the material world (LL extramundanus. fr L extra * 
mundus the world] 

extramural /.ekstra'myooaral/ adj 1 outside (the walls or boundanes 
oO a place or organization 2 chiefly Br of extension courses or facilities 
(university - department} - extramurally adv 
extraneous /ik'straynyas, -ni ds/ adj 1 on or coming from the outside 
2 not forming an essential or vital part, irrelevant (an ^ scene that added 
nothing tv the play} (L extraneus - more at si ranch,] - cxtraneously 
adv, extraneousness n 

extraordinary /ik'strawdin(a)n/ adj la going beyond what is usual, 
regular, or customary <an Act that gave him ~ powers} b highly 
exceptional, remarkable beauty} 2 on or for a special function or 
service (an ambassador ^} ('an general meeting} (ME extraordmane, 
fr L extrvordinanus, fr extra ordinem out of course, fr extra ‘ ordmem, 
acc of ordin-, ordo order] - extraordinarily adv, extraordinariness n 
extrapolate /ek’strapa.Iayt/ vt 1 to infer (values of a vanable m an 
unobserved interval) from values within an already observed interval 2a 
to use or extend (known data or experience) in order to surmise or work 
out sthg unknown b to predict by extrapolating known data or experience 
[L extra outside ♦ E -polate (as in interpolate) - more at txtra-J - 
extrapolator n, extrapolative /-btiv/ adj, extrapolation /-'laysh(9)n/ n 
extrasensory /.ckstr9'sens(3)n/ adj residing beyond or outside the 
ordinary physical senses (instances of ^ perception} 
extraterrestrial /.ekstr^tarcstn al/ adj onginating, existing, or occur- 
ring outside the earth or its atmosphere 

extraterritorial /.ekstr^.tcn'tawn al/ adj outside the lemtonal limits of 
a junsdiction 

extra.terri.torf ality /-.ten.lawn'abti/ n exemption from the junsdic- 
tion of local law 

extravagance /ik'stravagans/, extravagancy /-si/ n 1 an extravagant 
act; specif an excessive outlay of money 2 sthg extravagant 
ex'travagant /-gant/ adj la lacking in moderation, balance, and 
restraint; excessive praise} b excessively elaborate or showy 2a 
wasteful, esp of money b profuse 3 exorbitant [MF. wandenng, irregu- 
lar. fr ML extravagant-, extravagans, fr L extra- 4 vagant-, vagans, prp 
of vagan to wander about - more at vagary] - extravagantly adv 
extravaganza /ik.strav9'ganza/ n 1 a literary or musical work marked 
by extreme freedom of style and structure 2 a lavish or spectacular show 
or event [It estravaganza, lit , extravagance, fr estravagante exXravag/ani, 
fr ML extravagant-, extravagans] 

extravasate /ik'$trav9,sayt/ vt to force out or cause (e g blood) to 
escape from a proper vessel or channel v/ 1 to pass by infiltration from 
a proper ves.sel or channel (e g a blood vessel) into surrounding tissue 2 
esp of lava to pour out (L extra + las vessel - more at v asf] - extravasate 
n, extravasation /-'saysh(a)n/ n 
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extravehicular /.ekstnvee'ikyoob/ adj taking place outside a space- 
craft in flight activiiyy 
extravert /’ckstra.vuht/ n or adf (an) extrovert 
'extreme /ik'strecm/ adj la existing in a very high degree < ^ poverty'} 
b going to great or exaggerated lengths, not moderate <jtn ^ 
right-winger') c exceeding the usual or expected; severe (took ^ 
measure^ 2 situated at the farthest possible point from a centre or the 
nearest to an end <rAe country's ~ norths 3a most advanced or 
thoroughgoing Ohe ^ avant-garde') b maximum (the penalty) [ME, 
fr MF. fr L extremus, superl of exter, exterus on the outside - more at 
hXTtRioR] - extremely adv, extremeness n 
’extrema n la sthg situated at or marking one or other extreme point of 
a range <^s of heat and cold) b the first term or the last term of a 
mathematical proportion 2 a very pronounced or extreme degree (his 
enthusiasm was earned to an ^) 3 an extreme measure or expedient 
(going to -^s) - in the extreme to the greatest possible extent (bonng 
in the extreme) 

ex,treme 'unction n the (Roman Catholic) sacrament ot anointing and 
praying over sby who is dying 

extremism /ik'strce,miz(a)m/ n advocacy of extreme political measures, 
radicalism - extremist n or adj 

extremity /ik'stremati/ n la the most extreme part, point, or degree b 
a (human) hand, foot, or other limb 2 (a moment marked by) extreme 
misfortune and esp danger of destruction or death -- compare in extrlmis 
3 a drastic or desperate act or measure 
extricate /'ekstn.kayt/ vt to disentangle, esp with considerable eftbrt 
(managed to himself from a tricky situation) [L extneatus. pp of 
extneare, fr ex- tncae tnfles, perplexities] - extricable /-kabl/ adj, 
extrication /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 

extrinsic /ek'sinnsik, -zik/ adj 1 not forming part of or belonging to a 
thing; extraneous 2 onginating from or on the outside [F A LL, F 
extnns^ue, fr LL extnnsecus, fr L. adv, from without, akin to L exter 
outward & sequi to follow - more at exterior, sue] - extrinsically 
adv 

extrinsic factor n vitamin Bw - compare intrinsic i-actor 
extro* prefix outwards (extrovert) - compare intro- (alter of L 
extra-] 

extrovert also extravert /‘ekstra.vuht/ n one whose attention and 
interests are directed wholly or predominantly towards what is outside the 
self - compare introvert [denv of L extra- + vertere to turn] - extroT> 
ert adj, extroverted adj, extroveraion /-'vuhsh(a)n/ n 
extrude /ik'stroohd/ vt 1 to force or push out 2 to shape (e g metal or 
plastic) by forcing through a die ^ vi to become extruded [L extrudere, 
fr ex- + trudere to thrust] - extruder ri, extrudable adj, extrudability 
/-dalMbti/ n, extrusion /ik'stroohzh(a)n/ n 
extrusive /ik'stroohsiv, -ziv/ adj, of a rock formed by crystallization of 
lava poured out at the earth’s surface [L extrusus, pp of extrudere] 
exuberant /ig'zyoohb(9)rant/ adj la joyously unrestrained and enthusi- 
astic high spirits) b lavish and flamboyant metaphors) 2 great 
or extreme in degree, size, or extent 3 abundant, luxunant ve^rera- 
tion) (ME, fr MF, fr L exuberant-, exuberans, prp of exuberate to be 
abundant, fr ex- uber fruitful, fr uber udder - more at udder] - 
exuberance n, exuberantly adv 
exudate /'eksyoo.dayt/ n exuded matter 

exude /ig'zyoohd/ n to ooze out (moisture ^ d from the damp waif) 
vf 1 to allow or cause to ooze or spread out in all directions sweat) 
2 to radiate an air of (^s charm) [L exsudare, fr ex- ^ sudare tp sweat 

- more at sweat] - exudation /,eksyoo'daysh(a)n/ n 

exult /ig'zult/ vi to be extremely joyful; rejoice openly - usu -f at, in, or 
over (MF exuUer, fr L exsultare, lit., to leap up, fr ex- + saltare to leap 

- more at saltire] - exultance n, exultancy Asi/ n, exultant adj, 
exttltingly adv, exultation /.ek$artaysh(a)n/ n, exultantly adv 

exurb /eksubb, 'egzuhb/ n a prosperous region outside a city and usu 
beyond its suburbs [ex- v -aib (as in suburb)] - exurban /ek'suhban, 
egz-/ adj, exurbanite /-b3,niet/ n 
exurbie /ek'suhbi-a, egz-/ n exurbs collectivdy 
exuviae /ig'zyoohvi,ee/ n pi the natural coverings of animals (e g the 
skins of snakes) after they have been sloughed off [L, fr exuere to take 
off, fr ex- + -uere to put on; akin to ORuss izuti to take off footwear] - 
exuvlal /-vi-al/ adj 

exuviate /ig'zyoobviayt/ vb to moult or shed (e g skin) > exuviation 
/-‘aysh(a)n/ a 
^ Ai/ - sec '-Y 

eyaa /'ee-as/ n a hawk that is a nestling [ME. alter, (by incorrect division 


of a neias) of neias, fr MF niais fresh from the nest, fr (assumed) VL mdax 
nestling, fr L nidus nest - more at nfst] 

'eye /ie/ n la any of vanous usu paired organs of sight, esp a nearly 
spherical liquid-filled organ that is iin^ with a light-sensitive retina and 
housed in a bony socket in the skull nervl b the visible parts of 
the eye with its surrounding structures (e g eyelashes and eyebrows) c(l) 
the faculty of seeing with eyes (a keen — for detail) (2) the faculty of 
intellectual or aesthetic perception or appreciation (an for beauty) d 
a gaze, glance (caught his ^ > e view, attention (in the public ~ > 2a 
the hole through the head of a needle b a (nearly) circular mark (e g on 
a peacock's tail) c a loop, esp one of metal or thread into which a hook 
IS inserted - compare H(X)K and eye d an undeveloped bud (eg on a 
potato) e a calm area in the centre of a tropical cyclone f the (differently 
coloured or marked) centre of a flower 3 the centre, nub (the of the 
problem - Norman Mailer) 4 the direction from which the wind is 
blowing [ME, fr OE cage, akin to OHG ouga eye, L oculus, Gk ops eye, 
face] - eyeless adf, eyelike adj - in the eye/eyes of in the judgment or 
opinion of (beauty is in the eye of the beholder) - my eye - used to 
express mild disagreement or sometimes surprise (a diamond, my eye' 
That's glass), infml - set/clap eyes on to catch sight of - with an eye 
to having as an aim or purpose 
’eye vt to watch closely - eyer n 

'eye, bail n the capsule of thp rye of a venebrate formed by the sclera and 
cornea that cover it. together with the structures they contain 
.eyeball-to-'eyeball adj in each other’s hostile presence - infml 
'eye, bath n a small oval cup specially shaped for applying liquid remedies 
to the eye 

‘eye, bolt n a bolt with a looped head 

'eye,bright n any of several small plants of the figwort family [fr its 
former use as a remedy for eye ailments] 

‘eye,brow n (hair growing on) the ridge over the eye 
'eye-.catching adj strikingly visually attractive eye-catcher n 
eyed /led/ adj having an eye or eyes, esp of a specified kind or number 
- often in combination (an almond-eyed gtrf; 

'eyeful Affa)!/ n a pleasing sight, specif an atiractive woman - infml 
‘eye, glass n 1 an eyepiece 2 a lens worn to aid vision, specif a monocle 
3 pi glasses, spectacles 
'eye, hole n a peephole 

'eye,lash n (a single hair oO the fringe of hair edging the eyelid 
'eyelet /-lit/ n 1 a small usu reinforced hole designed so that a cord, lace, 
etc may be passed through it, or used in embroidery 2 a small typically 
metal ring to reinforce an eyelet; a grommet [MF oilef, fr MF oillet, dim 
of oil eye, fr L oculus] 

'eye.lid n a movable hd of skin and muscle that can be closed over the 
eyeball nfrvf 

'eye.iiner n a cosmetic for emphasizing the contours of the eyes 
'eye-.opener n 1 chiefly NAm a dnnk intended to stop one feeling sleepy 
CM 1 waking up 2 sthg surpnsing and esp revelatory - infml (his behaviour 
was a real - to me) - eye-opening adj 
'eye, piece n the lens or combination of lenses at the eye end of an optical 
instrument 

'eye .rhyme n a rhyme in which 2 words (e g move and love) appear from 
text spelling to rhyme but are pronounced diftcrently 
'eye, shade n a projecting front on a cap for shading the eyes 
'eye .shadow n a coloured cream or powder applied to the eyelids to 
accentuate the eyes 
'eye, sight n sigh r S 
'eye.sore n sthg offensive to the sight 

'eye, spot n 1 a simple visual organ of pigment or pigmented cells 2 a 
spot of colour 

'eye,stalk n either of the movable stalks bea^ng an eye at the tip in a crab 
or related crusUcean 

Eyetie /'letie, -ti/ n or adj, chiefly Br (an) l^iian - derog [by shortening 
& alter ] 

.eya'tooth n a canine tooth of the upper ^w 
eye up vt to look at (sby) m order to assess^ sexual attractiveness - infml 
(he was eyeing up the talent) 

'eye.wash n deceptive statements or actions; rubbish, claptrap - 
infml 

'eye,witneaa n one who sees an occurrence and can bear witness to it 
(e g in court) 

eyot /ayt, 'ay-at/ n an ait 

eyre /ea/ n (a court held on) a circuit made by itinerant medieval justices 
[ME eire, fr AF, fr OF erre trip, fr eirer to travel - more at errant] 
eyrie /’lari, 'can, 'ic-ari/ n 1 the nest of a bird (of prey) on a cliff or a 
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mountain top 2 a room or dwelling situated high up <sar in his seventh 
Hoot ^ in Mayfairy (ML aerea, eyna, fr OF aire, fr L area area, feeding 
place for animals] 

eyrir /'ayna/ n. pi aurar /aw.rah/ Iceland at naiionaliiy 

Ezekiel /I'zeeki al, -kyal/ n (a book of the Old Testament containing the 
prophesies oO a Hebrew pnest of the 6th c oc [LL Ezechiel, fr Heb 
Ydhezqel] 

Ezra /'ezn»/ n (a book of the Old Testament attnbuted to) a Hebrew 
pnest, scnbe. and reformer of Judaism of the Sth c hc in Babylon and 
Jerusalem (LL, fr Heb ’Ezra] 


F 

f /ef/ n, pi Ps, fs oHen cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 6th letter of the English alphabet 2 the 4th note of a 
C-major scale 3 a grade rating a student's work as failing 
fa, fah /(ah/ n the 4th note of the diatonic scale in solmization [ME, fr 
ML - more at gamut] 

FA /.e'fay/ n. Br fuck-ail - euph, often in sweet FA 
fab /fah/ adj, Br fabulous, great - slang, no longer in vogue 
Fabian /'faybi-an, -byan/ adj of or being a society founded in England m 
1884 to work for the gradual establishment of socialism [L Fabianus of 
or like Quintus Fahius Maximus +20^ bc Roman general who wore down 
his enemies while avoiding open battles] - Fabian n, Fabianism n 
fable /'faybl/ n W a legendary story of supernatural happenings b myths 
or legendary tales collectively 2 a fictitious account, a lie 3 a story 
intended to convey a moral, esp one in which animals speak and act like 
human beings [ME. fr MF. fr L fabula conversation, story, play, fr fan 
to speak - more at ‘ban] 

'fabled adi 1 rictilious 2 told or celebrated in fables, legendary 
fabliau /'fablioh/ n, /?/ fabliaux /'fablioh(z)/a short usu coarsely satincal 
verse story popular in 12th- and 13th-c France (F, fr OF, dim of 
fable] 

fabric /'fabnk/ n la the basic structure of a building (Jhe ^ of the 
iheatre)^ b an underlying structure, a framework <fhe of society} 2 
an act of constructing; an erection 3 texture, quality - used chiefly with 
reference to textiles 4a ci oiH 1 b a material that resembles cloth (MF 
fabnque, fr L fahnea workshop, structure, fr fabr-, faber smith] 
‘fabricate /-kayt/ vt 1 to construct or manufacture from many parts 2 
to invent or create, esp in order to deceive [ME fabneaten, fr L fabnearus, 
pp of fabnean, fr fabnea] - fabricator n, fabrication /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 
fabulist /'fabyoolist/ n one who composes fables 
fabulous /'fabyoobs/ adj 1 resembling things lold of in fables, esp in 
incredible or exaggerated quality, extraordinary < ^ wealth} 2 told in or 
based on fable 3 marvellous, great - infml <a ^ party} (L fabulosus, tr 
fabula] - fabulously adv, fabulousness n 
facade also faqide /b'sahd/ n 1 a face, esp the front or pnncipal face, 
of a building given special architectural treatment 2 a false or superficial 
appearance [F facade, fr It facciata, fr faccia face, fr (assumed) VL 
facia] 

'face /fays/ n 1 the front part of the (human) head including the chin, 
mouth, nose, eyes, etc and usu the forehead 2a a facial expression; specif 
a grimace (he pulled a ^ > b makl-up 2a, b (she put her ^ on} 3a an 
outward appearance (put a good ^ on it} b effrontery, impudence (had 
the ^ to ask for his money back} c dignity, reputation (afrau' o lose 
->'} (we must save ^ at all costs} 4a(l) a front, upper, or outer surface 
(2) the front of sthg with 2 or 4 sides (3) an expos^ surface of rock (4) 
any of the plane surfaces of a geometnc solid b a surface specially 
prepared- e g (1) the nght side (c g of cloth or leather) (2) an insenbed, 
printed, or marked surface c the surface (e g of type) that receives the ink 
and transfers it to the paper 5 the exposed working surface of a mine, 
dnft, or excavation [ME, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL facia, fr L facies make, 
form, face, fr facere to make, do - more at do] - in the face of/in face 
of in opposition to; despite (succeed in the face of great difficulties} ~ 
to someone's face candidly in sby's presence and to his/her knowledge 
’face vt 1 to meet ordeal with firmly and without evasion <-« the situation 
calmly} 2a to apply a facing to b to cover the front or surface of <^d 
the building with marble} 3 to have the face towards the walf}\ al.w 
to front on (a house facing the park} 4 to turn (c g a playing card) face-up 
5 to make the surface of (e g a stone) flat or smooth 6 to cause (troops) 
to face in a particular direction on command « v/ 1 to have the face or 


front turned in a specified direction (the house ^s towards the east} 2 
to turn the face in a specified direction - face the music to confront and 
endure the unpleasant consequences of one’s actions - face up to to 
confront without shnnking - face with to confront with <faced him with 
the evidence} 

'face, cloth n flannel 3 

-faced /-fayst/ comb form (adj, n - adj) having (such) a face or (so 
many) faces (fwo-faced) 

'face .flannel n, Br flannel 3 

face-ha rden vt to harden the surface of (eg steel) 

'faceleet/-lis/a4f lacking identity, anonymous <>« bureaucrats} ['face 

1 -llss] - facelessness n 

'face-, lift n 1 plastic surgery to remove facial defects (eg wnnkles) 
typical of aging 2 an alteration intended to improve appearance or utility 
- face-lift vt 

'face-.off n a method of putting a ball or puck in play in lacrosse or ice 
hockey in which 2 opposing players stand facing each other and on a 
signal attempt to gam control of the ball or puck 
face out vr to confront defiantly or impudently <faced out the oppo- 
sition} 

‘face-, pack n a cream, paste, etc applied to the face to improve the 
complexion and remove impurities 

'face.plate n a protective cover for the human face (e g of a diver) 
'facer /'faysa/ n an unexpected difficulty for which no solution is 
immediately clear - infml (’face f '-f.rJ 
'face-, saving adj serving to preserve one's dignity or reputation - 
face-saver n 

facet /'fasit/ n 1 a small plane surface (e g of a cut gem) 2 any of the 
aspects from which sthg specified may be considered (another ^ of his 
genius) 3 the external surface of any of the usu many optical elements 
of the compound eye of an insect or other arthropod [F facette, dim of 
face] ~ faceted, facetted adj 

facetiae /f3‘seeshi.ee/ n pi \ humorous witticisms 2 pornographic items 
in booksellers’ catalogues [L. fr pi of facetia jest, fr facetus witty] 
facetious /b'seeshas/ adj 1 inappropnately lacking senousness in 
manner, flippant (a ^ question} 2 intended to be amusing (MF 
facetieuA, fr facetie jest, fr L facetia] - facetiously adv, facetiousness n 
.face-to-'face adj in each other’s usu hostile presence (a encoun- 
ter} 

.face to 'face adv l m or into the usu hostile presence of (one) another 

2 in or into confrontation with sthg which calls for immediate action 
(came - with the problem} 

'face .value n 1 the value indicated on the face (e g of a postage stamp 
or a sha. "- vcrtificate) 2 the apparent value or significance (if their results 
may be taken at ^} 
facia /'fashi-d/ n a fascia 
'faciiil Aaysh(3)l/ adj of the face - facially adv 
’facial n a facial beauty treatment 

-facient /-faysh(a)nl/ comb form (-* adj) making, causing (somni- 
facient) (L facient-, faciens, prp of facere to make, do - more at do] 
facies Aayshi-eez/ n, pi facies /'-/ 1 the facial appearance character- 
istic of a particular (abnormal) condition 2 the general appearance of a 
particuldi plant, rock, etc (NL. fr L, face] 

facile Aasiel/ adj la easily or readily accomplished or performed (a ^ 
victory} b specious, superficul (lam not concerned with offenng any - 
solutum for so complex a problem - T S Eliot) 2 used, done, or 
understood with ease [MF, fr L facilis, fr /acere] - facilely adv, fadle- 
ncss n 

facilitate /fa'silitayt/ vt to make easier - fml - facilitatlTe /-tativ/ adj, 
facilitator n 

facilitation /fa,sili'taysh(a)n/ n the increase in the ease with which an 
impulse is conducted along a particular nerve, esp resulting from rep- 
etition of the impulse [facilitate h -ion] 
facility /fa’sibti/ n 1 the quality of being easily performed 2 the ability 
to perform sthg easily; aptitude 3 sthg (e g equipment) that promotes the 
ease of an action or operation - usu pi (provide books and other facilities 
for independent study} 

facing /Taysing/ n la a lining at the edge of sthg. esp a garment, for 
stiffening or ornament b pi the collar, cuffs, and trimmings of a uniform 
coat 2 an ornamental or protective layer 3 matenal used for facing 
facsimile /fak'simali/ n 1 an exact copy, esp of printed material 2 the 
transmission and reproduction of graphic material (eg typescript or 
pictures) by wire or radio telecommunication [L fac simile 
make similar] - facsinile vr 

fact /fakt/ n 1 a thing done; esp a criminal act 2 the quality of having 
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actual existence in the real world; also sthg having such existence 3 an 
event, esp as distinguished from its legal effect 4 a piece of information 
presented as having objective reality <rAar‘s a ^ > [L factum, fr neut of 
factus, pp of facere] - factlesa adj, facticity /fak'tisati/ n - in fact 1 really; 
AS A MATTER OF FACT 2 bncfly; IN SHORT 
'faction Aaksh(a)n/ n 1 a party or minority group within a party 2 
dissension with a party or group [MF Sl L; MF, fr L faction-, factio act 
of making, faction ~ more at fashion] - factional adj, factioaalitm n, 
factionally adv 

’faction n the dramatized reconstruction of some real histoncal situation 
or event < ^ has actually been around for quae some time ■ . Shakespeare 
was the first great -- water in his history plays - The Guardiany [blend 
of fact and fiction] 

•faction /-'faksh(a)n/ comb form ( - n) 1 making; -fication (^liquefac- 
tion} 2 state <sar;yfaction> [ME -faccioun, fr MF & L, MF -faction, fr 
L -^tion-, -factio (as in satisfaction-, satisfactio satisfaction)] - -fMtive 
comb form (- adj) 

factious /'fakshas/ adj 1 caused by or inclined to faction 2 seditious 
[MF or L; MF factieux, fr L factiosus, fr factio] - fSctiously adv, 
factiousness n 

factitious /fak'tishds/ adj 1 produced by human beings rather than by 
natural forces 2 produced anificially; sham, unreal (created a ^ demand 
by spreading rumours of shortage} [L facticius, fr factus] - factitiously 
adv, (actitioosness n 

factitive /'faktativ/ adj of transitive verbs (e g paint in 'paint the town 
red') that can take an objective complement as well as an object [NL 
factitivus, irreg fr L factus] - hictitively adv 

.fact of 'life tt, pi facts of life I pi the processes and behaviour involved 
in (human) sex and reproduction 2 sthg that exists and must be taken into 
consideration 

'factor /fakta/ n 1 one who acts for another, an agent 2 a condition, 
force, or fact that actively contributes to a result 3 a gene 4 any of the 
numbers or symbols that when multiplied together form a product [ME, 
fr MF facteur, fr L factor doer, fr factus] - factorship n 
‘factor vt to express as the product of factors - factorable Atfajrabl/ 
adj 

factorage /’fakt(a)nj/ n the charges made by a factor for his services 
'factorial /fak'tawii-al/ n the product of all the positive integers from 1 
to a given number symboi 
‘factorial adj of a factor or a factonal 

factor>iza, -ise /'faktanez/ vt to factor - factorization /-'zay- 
sh(a)n/ n 

factory /Yakt(a)n/ n a building or set of buildings with facilities for 
manufactunng [MF factorie building where factors trade, fr facteur] 
'factory .farming n farming using intensive meth<xls 
factory .ship n the major ship of a whaling fleet 
factotum /fak'tohtam/ n a servant employed to carry out many types 
of work [NL, lit., do everything, fr L /ac do ^ totuni everything] 
factual /faktyooal, -chooal/ adj 1 of facts 2 restneted to or bas^ on 
fact - factually adv, fMtualness n. factuality Atyoo’abti. -choo-/ n 
factura Afakcha/ n the manner of execution of sthg (e g an artistic work) 
[ME, fr MF. fr L factura action of making, fr /k:ru5] 
facula Afakyoob/ n, pi faculac /-\i/ a bright region of the sun’s 
photosphere [NL, fr L, dim of fac-, fax torch] 
facultative Afakaltativ/ adj 1 permitting <~ legislation} 2 having a 
particular type of life or taking place under some environmental condi- 
tions but not under others (a ^ parasite} - compare obligati: 2 « 
CacultatiTely adv 

faculty /'fakalti/ n la an inherent capability, power, or function of the 
body (the ^ of hearing} b a natural aptitude; a talent (has a ~ for saying 
the right things} 2 a group of related subject departments in a university 
3 sing or pi in constr the members of a profession 4 (conferred) power 
or prerogative (ME faculte, fr MF faculty, fr ML & L; ML facultat-, 
facultas branch of learning or teaching, fr L, ability, abundance, fr facilis 
facile] 

fad /fad/ n 1 a usu short-lived but enthusiastically punued practice or 
interest; a craze 2 an idiosyncratic taste or habit (cats that have about 
food} [origin unknown] - faddlab adj, faddiahueai n, faddiani n, faddist 
n, ftiddy adj 

*f ada /fayd/ vi 1 to lose freshness or vigour, wither 2 of a brake to lose 
braking power gradually, esp owing to prolonged use 3 to lose freshness 
or brilliance of colour 4 to disappear gradually; vanish - often ^ away 
(the smile ^ d from hts face} S to change gradually in loudness, strength, 
or vhibiliiy - often used of electronic signals or sounds; usu + in or out 


vt to cause to fade [ME faden, fr MF fader, fr fade feeble, insipid, fr 
(assumed) VL fatidus, alter, of L fatuus fatuous, insipid] 

‘fade n an effect consisting of a fade-out or a fade-in or a combination of 
both 

fada-.ln n the gradual appearance of a sound or picture, usu in broadcast- 
ing or on film 

‘fade-, out n the gradual disappearance of esp a sound or picture, usu in 
broadcasting or on film 

faacas, NAm chiefly feces Afeeseez/ n pi bodily waste discharged 
through the anus (ME feces, fr L face-, faex (sing.) dregs] - faecal AfeekI/ 
adj 

f merle also faery Afayari, 'fean/ n 1 fairyland 2 a fairy USE poetic [MF 
faene - more at fairy] - faery adj 

Faaroaae, Farocae /.fearoh'eez/ n, pi Faerocse, Faroese /~/ 1 an 
inhabitant of the Faeroes 2 the Germanic language of the Faerocse 
LANGUAGE [Fae/oes. Faroes, islands in the N Atlantic] - Faerocse adj 
faff /faf/ vi, Br to waste time over tnfles; fuss - usu + about or around; 
infml [imit] 

'fag /fag/ vi -gg- 1 to act as a fag, esp in a British public school 2 to work 
hard; toil - infml [obs fag (to droop), perh fr fag (fag end)] 

‘fag n 1 a British public-school pupil who acts as servant to an older 
schoolmate 2 chiefly Br a linng or boring task (it's a real ~ infml 
-fagn a cigarette - infml [fag end] 

•fag n, chiefly NAm faggot 2 

'fag ,and n 1 a poor or worn-out end, a remnant 2 the extreme end (the 
of one quarrel - William Golding) USE infml [earlier fag (end of a 
piece of cloth or a rope), fr ME fagge flap] 

.fagged 'out adj tired, exhausted - infml 

'faggot Afagat/ n 1 NAm chiefly fagot a a bundle eg (1) a bundle of 
sticks (2) a bundle of pieces of wrought iron to be shaped by hammenng 
or rolling at high temperature (3) a bunch of herbs tied together, 
bououft garni b a round mass of minced meat (e g pig’s liver) mixed 
with herbs and usu breadcrumbs 2 chiefly NAm a usu male homosexual 
- derog [ME fagot, fr MF] 

‘faggot, NAm chiefly fagot vt 1 to make a faggot of, bind together into 
a bundle <^ed sticks) 2 to ornament with faggoting 
'faggoting, NAm chiefly fagoting /-ting/ n 1 embroidery in which some 
of the honzontal threads are tied in the middle to form hourglass shapes 
2 a joining, esp of cloth, lace, etc, in a similar way to faggoting 
agin Afaygm/ n a trainer of thieves [Fagin, character in the novel Oliver 
Twist by Charles Dickens tl870 E novelist] 
fah /fah/ n fa 

Fahrenheit Afar9n,hiet/ adj relating to. conforming to, or being a scale 
of temperature on which water freezes at 32* and boils at 212* under 
standard conditions unit [Gabnel Fahrenheit tl736 G physi- 
cist] 

faience, faience /fte'ahns, -'onhs (Fr fajdxs)/ n tin-glazed decorated 
earthenware [F, fr Faenza, town in Italy] 

'fail/fayl/ VI la to lose strength, weaken (her health was ~ mg) b to fade 
or die away (until the light s) c to stop functioning 2a to fall short 
<^cd m his duty} b to be or become absent or inadequate (the water 
supply ^ ed) c to be unsuccessful (e g in passing a test) d to become 
bankrupt or insolvent vt la to disappoint the expectations or trust of 
(his fnends cd him} b to prove inadequate for or incapable of carrying 
out an expected service or function for (for once his wit him} 2 to 
be deficient in, lack 3 to leave undone; negletn 4a to be unsuccessful in 
passing (eg a test) b to grade (eg a student) as not passing [ME fallen, 
fr OF faillir, fr (assumed) VL fallire, altef, of L fallere to deceive, 
disappoint; prob akin to Gk phelos deceitful) - failingly adv 
‘fail A 1 failure - chiefly in without fail 2 ari' examination failure 
^ 'failing Afayling/ n a usu slight or insignilflcant defect in character; 
broadly a fault, imperfection 

‘failing prep in absence or default of specific instructions, use your 
own judgment} 

failla /fayl/ A a shiny closely woven silk, rayon, or cotton fabnc with 
transverse nbs [F] 

'fail,aafa adj designed so as to counteract automatically the effect of an 
antiapaftjed possible source of failure 

failura /faylya/ a la nonoccurrence or nonperformance; specif a failing 
to perform a duty or expected action b inability to perform a normal 
function (heart ^} 2 lack of success 3a a falling short; a deficiency (a 
in the supply of raw materials} b deterioration, decay 4 sby or sthg 
unsuccessful [alter, of earlier failer, fr AF, fr OF faillir to fail] 
fain /fayn/ adv, archaic 1 with pleasure 2 rather [ME fagen, fayn, fr 
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fagen, fayn happy, pleased, fr OE fiegen, akin to ON fegmn happy, OE 
ftcger fair] 

faintent, faineant /'fayni ont/ adj idle and ineffectual, indolent [F 
faineant, n, fr MF fatt-ment, lit., does nothing, by folk etymology fr 
faignant, fr prp of fatndre, feindre] - fainnnt n 
'faint /faynt/ adj 1 cowardly, timid - chiefly in faint heart 2 weak, dizzy, 
and likely to faint (felt ^ > 3 performed, offered, or accomplished weakly 
or languidly, feeble (made a ^ attempt at a smiJe} 4 lacking distinctness, 
esp dim (a ^ light} [ME faint, feint, fr OF, fr pp of faindre, feindre to 
feign, shirk - more at feign] - faintly adv, faintness n 
’faint VI to lose consciousness because of a temporary decrease in the blood 
supply to the brain (e g through exhaustion or shock) 

*faint n (a condition oQ fainting 

.fainthearted adj lacking courage or resolution; timid - faintheartedly 
adv, faintheartedness n 

'fair /fea/ adj 1 attractive, beautiful 2 superficially pleasing; specious (she 
trusted his -- promises} 3 clean, clear (a copy} 4 not stormy or foul, 
fine ('^ weather} 5a free from self-interest or prejudice, honest b 
conforming with the established rules, allowed (a ~ tackle} 6 favourable 
to a ship’s course (a wind} 7 light m colour, blond 8 moderately good 
or large, adequate <fl — understanding of the work} 9 real, perfect 
mfml (a ^ treat to watch him - New Republic}, compare fair and 
sgiiART [ME fager, fair, fr OE faeger, akin to OHO fagar beautiful. & 
perh to Lith puosti to decorate] fairness n - in a fair way to 
likely to 
’fair adv fairly 

’fair VI . of the weather to clear -- vt to join so that the external surfaces 
blend smoothly 

*falr fi 1 a per'odiv. ^aiheang of buyers and sellers at a particular place and 
lime for trade or a competitive exhibition, usu accompanied by entertain- 
ment and amusements 2a Br ruN fair b an exhibition usu designed to 
acquaint prospective buyers or the general public with a product 3 a sale 
of a collection of article?) usu lor a chantable purpose (ME fare, fr OF, 
fr ML fena weekday, fair, fr LL, festal day, fr L fenae (pi) holidays - more 

at FEAS'l] 

.fair and 'square adv 1 m an honest manner (won the match ^ } 2 
exactly, directly <'hit him ^ on the nose} - fair and square adj 
.fair ‘dos /’dooz/ n pi, chiefly Br fair shares - mfml [dos (treatment, 
shares), fr pi of hlo] 

'fair.faced adj, of bnckwoik not plastered 

.fair 'game n shy or sihg open to legitimate pursuit, attack, or ndicule 
(he was - for our cnticism^ 

'fairground n an area where outdoor fairs, circuses, or exhibitions are 
held 

fairing /'feanng/ n a snuxnh structure intended to reduce drag or air 
resistance [fr gerund of 'fair] 

fairish /'fcansh/ adj fairly gotxl (a ^ wage for those days} - mfml 

fairishly adv 

'Fair ,lsle, Fairisle n (a garment or fabne m) a style of knitting having 
honzontal charactenstically patterned bands worked m 2 or more colours 
against a plain background [Fair Isle, one of the Shetland islands, where 
It originated] 

'fair.lead /-.Iced/ n a block or nng that serves as a guide for a rope or 
chain and keeps it from chafing 

fairly /■li/ adv 1 completely, quite bursting with pnde} 2a m a 
proper or legal manner paced stocks} b impartially, honestly (a stoiy 
told ~ and objectively} 3 to a full degree or extent, plainly, distinctly 
(had caught sight of him} 4 for the most part, quite (a -- easy 
job} 

.fair 'play n equitable or impartial treatment, justice 
,fair-'tpoken adj pleasant and courteous in speech (a ^ youthy 
'fairway n 1 a navigable channel in a nver, bay, or harbour 2 the mowed 
part of a golf course between a tee and a green 
'fair-,weathar adj present or loyal only in untroubled times - chiefly in 
fair-weather fnend 

fairy Aean/ /i 1 a small mythical being having magic powers and usu 
human form 2 an effeminate male (homosexual) - dcrog (ME fame 
fairyland, fairy people, fr OF faene, fr feic, fee fairy, fr L Fata, goddess 
of fate, fr fatum fate] - fairy adj, fairy like adj 
'fairy.land n 1 the land of fairies 2 a place of magical charm 
'fairy ,lightt n pi, chiefly small coloured electnc lights for decoration, 

esp outdoors or on a Christmas tree 

'fairy .ring n (a nng of darker vegetation associated with) a nng of fungi 
at the edge of a body of mycelium which has grown m a circle outwards 


from an initial point [fr the folk belief that such nngs were dancing places 
of the fames] 

'fairy .story n fairy iale 

'fairy*, tale adj marked by a unusual grace or beauty b apparently 
magical success or good fortune (a start to his career} 

'fairy ,tale n 1 a story which features supernatural or imaginary forces 
and beings 2 a made-up story, usu designed to mislead; a fabncation 
fait accompli /.fayt a'kompli, .fet akom'pli (Fr fet ak5pli)/ n, pi faits 
accomplis / -/ sthg already accomplished and considered irreversible [F, 
accomplished fact] 

faith /fayth/ n la allegiance to duty or a person, loyally > chiefly in 
good/ bad faith b fidelity to one's promises - chiefly in keep/ break faith 
2a belief and trust in and loyalty to God or the doctnnes of a religion b(l) 
firm belief in sthg for which there is no objective proof (2) complete 
confidence 3 sthg believed with strong conviction, esp a system of 
religious beliefs [ME feith, fr OF fad, foi, fr L fides\ akin to L ftdere to 
trust - more at bide] 

''faithful /-f(a)l/ adj 1 showing faith, loyal, steadfast; specif\oya\ to one’s 
spouse in having no sexual relations outside mamage 2 firm in adherence 
to promises or in observance of duty, conscientious 3 true to the facts or 
to an onginal. accurate (the portrait is a ^ likeness} - faithfully adv, 
faithfulness n 

’faithful n pi \ the full church members 2 the body of adherents of 
a religion (c g Islam) 3 faithful, faithfuls loyal followers or members 
(party ^s> 

'faith .healing n a practice of attempting the cure of illnesses by prayer 
rather than medical techniques - faith healer n 
'faithless /-hs/ adj la lacking faith, esp religious faith b heedless of 
duty or allegiance; disloyal 2 that may not be relied on, untrustworthy 
(a ^ fnend} - faithlessly adv, faithlessness n 
'fake /fayk/ vt to coil in fakes [ME faken] 

’fake n any of the l(X)ps of a coiled rope or cable 
Hake vt 1 to alter or treat so as to impart a false character or appearance, 
falsify (^dall the results to suit his theones} 2a to counterfeit, simulate 
b to feign < d a nervous breakdown ~ Michael Billington) ^ vi 1 to 
engage in faking sthg; pretend 2 NAm to dummy [pr^ fr G fegen to 
sweep, thrash] - faker n, fakery /'fayk(a)n/ n 
Hake n 1 a worthless imitation passed off as genuine 2 an impostor, 
charlatan 

Hake adj counterfeit, phoney 

fakir /’faykia, fa'kia, 'fahkia, -ka/ n 1 a Muslim mendicant 2 an itinerant 
Hindu ascetic holy man [Ar faqir, lit , poor man] 

Falangist /fa'lanjist/ n 1 a member of the Spanish fascist political party 
2 a nic'Mber of a nght-wing Chnstian faction in the Lebanon [Sp 
Falangist a, fr Falange espanola Spanish Phalanx, a fascist organiza- 
tion] 

f alcat^falkayt/ also falcated /fal'kaytid/ adj hooked or curved like a 
sickle — ^ PLANT [L falcatus, fr fak-, falx sickle, scythe] 
falchion /'fawichan, -sh(d)n/ n a broad-bladed slightly curved medieval 
sword [ME fauchoun, fr OF fauchon, fr fauchier to mow, fr (assumed) 
VL falcare, fr L fak-, falx] 

falciform /'falsi.fawm/ adj falcate [L falc-, falx + E -iform] 
falcon /faw(l)k3n/ n 1 any of vanous hawks distinguished by long wings 
2 'hawk 1 [ME, fr OF. fr LL falcon-, falco, prob of Gmc ongin; akin 
to OHG falcho falcon] 

'falconer /-na/ n one who hunts with hawks or who breeds or trains 
hawks for hunting 

falconet /.falkn'net/ n a very small cannon used in the 16th and 17th c 
[falcon (small oannon) » -e/j 

.falcon-'gentle n the female peregrine falcon [ME faucon genhl per- 
egnne falcon, fr MF, lit . noble falcon] 

'falconry An/ n the art of training or the sport of using falcons to pursue 
game 

falderal Afalda.ral/ n (a) folderol 

'fald.stool Afawld-/ n 1 a folding stool or chair; specif one used by a 
bishop 2 a folding stool or small desk at which one kneels dunng 
devotions; specif ont used by the sovereigns of England at thar corona- 
tions [ML faldistolium, of Gmc ongm, akin to OHG faltistuol folding 
chair, fr a prehistonc WGmc compound whose first constituent is akin 
to OHG faldan to fold and whose second is represented by OHG stuol 
chair - more at 'fold, stool] 

'fall /fawl/ VI fell /fel/; Mien Afawlan/ la to descend freely by the force 
of gravity b to hang freely (her hair s over her shoulders'} c to come 
as if by descending <a hush fell on the audience} 2a to become less or 
lower in degree, level, pitch, or volume (thdr voices fell to a whisper} b 
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to be uttered; issue </er ^ m remarky c to look down (.her glance fell on 
mey 3a to come down from an erect to a usu prostrate position suddenly 
and esp involuntarily (^slipped and fell on the zee) b to enter an 
undesirable state, esp unavoidably or unwittingly; stumble, stray <fell into 
error) <fell i//) c to drop because wounded or dead, esp to die in battle 
- euph d to suffer military capture <a/fer a Jong siege the city fell) e to 
lose office <fbe government fell) f to suffer rum or defeat < we must stand 
or ^ togethery 4a to yield to temptation; sin hofa woman to lose one's 
virginity, esp outside marriage 5a to move or extend in a downward 
direction - often ^ off or away <^thc land away to the easty b to 
decline in quality or quantity, abate, subside - of^en + off or away 
(production fell off because of the stnkey c to assume a look of 
disappointment or dismay (his face fell) d to decline in financial value 
(shares fell sharply todayy 6a to occur at a specified time or place (the 
accent on the second syllabley (Christmas on a Thursday this 
yeary b to come (as iO by chance - + /n or into c to come or pass by 
lot. assignment, or inhentance, devolve - usu 4 on, to, or upon (it fell 
to me to break the newsy 7 to come within the limits, scope, or 
jurisdiction of sthg (•^s within our bordersy 8 to pass, esp involuntanly 
and suddenly, into a new state or condition < ^ in /ove) (the hook fell 
apart) 9 to begin heartily or actively - usu 4 to <fell to worky [ME 
fallen, fr OE feallan, akin to OHG fallan to fall. A perh to Lith pulti] - 
fall behind drop behind - fall between two stools to fail because of 
inability to choose between or reconcile 2 alternative or conflicting 
courses of action - fall flat to produce no response or result (the joke fell 
flat) - fall for 1 to fall in love with 2 to be deceived by (he fell for the 
tricky - fall foul of to arouse aversion in; clash with - fall on/upon 1 
to descend upon; attack <fell hungrily on the pie) 2 to meet with (he fell 
on hard timesy 3 to hit on - fall over oneself to display almost excessive 
eagerness - fall abort to fail to attain a goal or target 
*fall n 1 the act of falling by the force of gravity 2 a a falling out, off, or 
away; a dropping (a ^ of snowy b sthg or a quantity that fails or has 
fallen (a -- of rocky e the quantity bom - used esp with reference to 
lambs 3 a rope or chain for a hoisting tackle 4a a loss of greatness or 
powei , a collapse (the ^ of the Roman Empirey b the surrender or 
capture of a besieged place (the ^ of Troyy c often cap mankind's loss 
of innocence through the disobedience of Adam and Eve 5a a downward 
slope b CATARACT 2a - usu pi with sing, meaning but sing, or pi in constr 
6 a decrease in size, quantity, degree, or value 7 the distance which sthg 
falls 8a an act of forcing a wrestler’s shoulders to the mat for a presenbed 
time b a bout of wrestling 9 chiefly NAm autun)ii 
fall about vi to be convulsed (with laughter) - infml 
fallacy Aabsi/ n 1 deceptive appearance or nature; deception, delusive- 
ness 2 a false idea (the popular ~ that scientists are illiteratey 3 an 
argument failing to satisfy the conditions of valid inference [L fallacia, 
fr fallac-, fallax deceitful, fr fallere to deceive - more at faiu] - fallacious 
/fa'layshas/ adj, fallaciously adv, fallaciousncas n 
fall away vi la to withdraw fnendship or support (gradually all his 
fneads fell away) b to lapse in a faith 2a to dimmish gradually in size 
b to dnft off a course 

fall back vi to retreat, recede - fallback n > fall back on/upon to 
have recourse to (when facts were scarce he fell back on his magma- 
tiony 

fall down vi to fail to meet expectations or requirements, be inadequate 
(she fell down on the joby - mfml 

fall .guy n 1 one who is easily cheated or tncked 2 a scapegoat USE 
mfml 

fallible /falabl/ adj capable of being or likely to be wrong [ME, fr ML 
falUbihs, fr L fallere] - falllbly adv, fallibility A'bibti/ n 
fall in vi 1 to sink or collapse inwards (the roof feW in) 2 to take one's 
proper place in a military formation - fall In with to concur with (had 
to fall in with her wishesy 

.falling 'star n a meteor when falling into the earth's atmosphere and 
prodisang a bnght streak of light 

f allgOff n a decline, esp in quantity or quality (a ^ in exportsy 
fal,lopian tube /fa'lohpi-an, -pyan/ n, often cap F either of the pair of 
tubes conducting the egg from the ovary to the uterus in mammals 
REPRODUCTION [Gabnel FalJopiua tlS62 It anatomist) 
fall, out n la polluting particles, esp radioactive particles resulting from 
a nuclear explosion, descending through the atmosphere b descent of 
fallout throu^ the atmosphere 2 secondary results or products (the war 
produced its own Hterary ^ ; a provision of books - Newsweeky 
fall out vi 1 to have a disagreement; quarrel (they felt out with one 
knotfier over mofieyy 2 to leave one's place in the ranks of a military 


formation 3 to happen; wme about - fml or poetic (as it fell out upon 
a dayy 

fallow /'faloh/ adj light yellowish brown [ME falow, fr OE feaJu; akin 
to OHG falo pale, fallow. L pallere to be pale. Gk polios grey] 
fallow n 1 (ploughed and harrowed) land that is allowed to lie idle dunng 
the growing season 2 (the penod of) being fallow [ME falwe, falow, fr 
OE fealg] 

fallow vt to plough, harrow, etc (land) without seeding, esp so as to 
destroy weeds 

fallow adj 1 of land left unsown after ploughing 2 dormant, inactive - 
chiefly m to he fallow - fallowness n 

fallow deer n a small European deer with broad antlers and a pale 
yellow coat spotted with white in the summer 
fall through vi to fail to be earned out 

fall to VI to begin doing sthg (e g working or eating), esp vigorously ~ often 
imper 

false /fawls/ 1 not genuine documentsy 2a intentionally untrue, 
lying <— testimonyy b adjusted or made so as to deceive <a suitcase with 
a bottomy 3 not based on reality; untrue premisesy(a ^ sense 
of secuntyy 4 disloyal, treacherous (a ^ fnendy 5a fitting over a mam 
part as strengthening, protection, or disguise b appearing forced or 
artificial, unconvincing 6 resembling or related to a more widely known 
kind<— oafs) 7 inaccurate in pitch or vowel length 8 imprudent, unwise 
(a -- movey [ME fals, fr OF & L, OF. fr L falsiis, fr pp of fallere to 
deceive] - falsely ad\, falseness n, falsity n 
.false a'larm n an occurrence that raises but fails to meet expecta- 
tions 

'falsehood /-hood/ n 1 an untrue statement, a lie 2 absence of truth 
or accuracy, falsity 3 the practice of telling lies 
false pregnancy n a psychosomatic state in which some of the signs 
of pregnancy occur without conception 

false rib n a nb whose cartilages unite indirectly or not at all with the 
breastbone - compare hoamnc. rib 
.false 'start n 1 an incorrect and esp illegally early start by a competitor 
in a race 2 an abortive beginning to an activity or course of action 
falsetto /fawl'setoh/ n, pi falsettos (a singer who uses) an artificially 
high voice, specif an artificially produced male singing voice that extends 
above the range of the singer’s full voice [It, fr dim of falso false, fr L 
talsusj - falsetto adv 

'false, work /-wuhk/ n a temporary erection on which a mam work is 
supported dunng construction 

falsies /Tawlsiz/ n pi pads of foam rubber or other matcnal worn to 
enlarge the apparent size of the breasts 
falsify /'fawlsi.fie/ vt 1 to prove or declare false 2a to make false by 
fraudulent alteration (his accounts were falsified to conceal a theft'} b to 
represent falsely; misrepresent [ME falsi/len, fr MF falsifier, fr ML 
falsificare, fr L falsus] - falsifier n, falsification /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 
falter /"fawlta/ vi 1 to walk or move unsteadily or hesitatingly, stumble 
2 to speak brokenly or weakly; stammer 3a to hesitate m purpose or 
action; waver b to lose strength, purpose, or elTectiveness, weaken (the 
business was '^ing) - vf to utter m a hesitant or broken manner [ME 
falteren] - falterer n, falteringly adv 

fame /faym/ n 1 public estimation; reputation 2 popular acclaim; 
renown [ME, fr OF, fr L fama report, fame, akin to L fan to speak - more 
at 'ban] 

famed adj well-known, famous 

familial /fa'mili-al, -yal/ adj 1 (characteristic) of a family or its members 
2 tending to occur in more members of a family than expected by chance 
alone (a ^ disordery [F, fr L famiha] 

'familiar /fa'mili-a, -ya/ n 1 an intimate alsociate; a companion 2 

FAMII IAR spirit 

’familiar adj 1 closely acquainted; intimate <4 subject I am withy 2 a 
casual, informal b too intimate and unredrained; presumptuous 3 
frequently seen or expenenced; common [ME familier, fr OF, fr L 
famiJians, fr famiha] - familiarly adv, familiirneaa n 
familiarity /fa,miirarati/ n la absence of ceremony; informality b an 
unduly informal act or expression; an impropriety 2 close acquaintance 
with or knowledge of sthg ['familiar f -inr] 
familia'c-ize, •iac /f3'mili*a,riez, 'y9,nez/ vt 1 to make known or familiar 
2 to make well acquainted yourselves with the nilesy - famlllariza- 
doa /-'zaysb(a)n/ n 

familiar spirit n a spint or demon that waits on an individual (e g a 
witch) 

'family /Yamali/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a group of people united by their 
common convictions (e g of religion or philosophy); a fellowship, brother- 
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hood 2 a group of people of common ancestry or deriving from a common 
stock 3 a group of people living under 1 roof, esp a set of 2 or more adults 
living together and reanng their children 4a a closely related senes of 
elements or chemical compounds b a group of related languages 
descended from a single ancestral language 5 a category in the biological 
classification of living things ranking above a genus and below an order 
6 a set of curves or surfaces whose equations differ only in certain constant 
terms [ME familie, fr L familia household (including servants as well as 
kin of the householder), fr famulus servant, perh akin to Skt dhaman 
dwelling place] 

’family adj of or suitable for a family or all of its members < -- entertain- 
ment} 

.family allowance n child blnefit 

Family Division n a division of the High Court that deals with divorce, 
custody of children, etc law 

.family 'income .supplement n a social -security payment made to a 
family whose income is below the officially recogni/ed minimum 
'family .man n 1 a man with a wife and children dependent on him 2 
a man of domestic habits 
.family 'name n a surname 

.family 'planning n a system of achieving planned parenthood by 
contraception; hirih conirdi 
.family 'tree n (a diagram oO a genealogy 

famine /'famin/ n an extreme scarcity of food, broadly any great 
shortage [ME, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL famina, fr L fames hunger] 
famish Aamish/ vt to cause to suffer severely from hunger - usu pass 
(I'm -cd^ [ME tamishen, prob alter of famen, fr MF afamer. fr 
(assumed) VL affamare, fr L ad- « fames] 

famous /'faynss/ adi 1 well-known 2 excellent, first-rate < ~ weather 
fora walk) - mfml, no longer in vogue [ME. fr MF fameux, fr L famosus, 
fr fama fame] famously adv, famousness n 
famulus /'famyoobs/ n, pi famuli /-he, -li/ a pnvate secretary or 
attendant [G. assistant to a professor, fr L, servant] 

'fan /fan/ n 1 a device for winnowing grain 2 an instrument for producing 
a current of air eg a a folding circular or semicircular device that 
consists of material (e g paper or silk) mounted on thin slats that is waved 
to and fro by hand to produce a cooling current of air b a device, usu a 
senes of vanes radiating from a hub rotated by a motor, for producing a 
current of air |ME. fr OE tann, fr L vannus - more at winnow] - fanlike 
adj 

’fan vh -nn* vt la to winnow (gram) b to eliminate (eg chafT) by 
winnowing 2 to move or impel (air) with a fan 3a to direct or blow a 
current of air on (as lO with a fan b to stir up to activity as if by fanning 
a fire, stimulate (he was ning the mob's fury with an emotive speech} 
4 to spread like a fan <~ ned the pack of cards} 5 to fire (a revolver) by 
squeezing the ingger and sinking the hammer to the rear with the free 
hand ^ v/ 1 to move like a fan, flutter 2 to spread like a fan - often 
out (tanks ^ ning out across the plain} 

*fan I) an enthusiastic supporter or admirer (c g of a sport, pursuit, or 
celebnty) <xi football ^><a Presley [short for fanatic] 
fanatic /fa'natik/ n or adj (one who is) excessively and often uncntically 
enthusiastic, esp in religion or politics [L fanaticus inspired by a deity, 
frenzied, fr fanum temple - more at flasi] - fanatical adj, fanatically adv, 
fanaticiam /-ti.si7(a)m/ n, fanaticize /-ti.siez/ vt 
'fan .belt n an endless belt driving a cooling fan for a radiator 

LAR 

fancier /'fansi-a/ n one who breeds or grows a usu specified animal or 
plant for points of excellence (a pigeon ^ } 
fanciful Aansiffa)!/ adj 1 given to or guided by fancy or imagination 
rather than by reason and experience 2 existing in fancy only; imaginary 
3 marked by fancy or whim, specif elaborate, contrived -- fancifully adv, 
fancifiilnen n 

f ancily /'fansah/ adv m an elaborate or ornate manner < ^ dressed} 
'fancy /'fansi/ n 1 a liking based on whim rather than reason; an 
inclination (took a to her} 2a a notion, whim b a mental image or 
representation of sthg 3a imagination, esp of a capncious or delusive sort 
b the power of mental conception and representation, used in artistic 
expression (e g by a poet) 4a s^ or pi in constr the group of fanciers 
or of devotees of a particular sport, esp boxing b sby or sthg considered 
likely to do well (e g in a race) - infml [ME fantasie, fantsy fantasy, fancy, 
fr MF fantasie, fr L phantasia, fr Gk, appearance, imagination, fr 
phantazein to present to the mind (middle voice, to imagine), fr phamein 
to show; akin to OE gebdned polished. Gk phos light] 

’fancy vt 1 to believe without knowledge or evidence (I ^ I've seen you 
somewhere before} 2a to have a fancy for; like, desire (I really ^ blond 


men} b to consider likely to do well (which horse do you ^7} 3 to form 
a conception of; imagine - often imper (just that^ USE (2AJ) mfml 
- fanciable adj 

’fancy adj 1 based on fancy or the imagination; whimsical 2a not plain 
or ordinary cakes}, esp fine, quality b ornamental <~ goods} c of 
an animal or plant bred esp for bizarre or ornamental qualities d 
parti-coloured < -- carnations} 3 extravagant, exorbitant < ^ pnees} - 
mfml 

.fancy 'dress n unusual or amusing dress (e g representing a histoncal 
or fictional character) worn for a party or other special occasion 
.fancy-free adj free to do what one wants, esp bwaus<; not involved m 
a relationship - chiefly m footloose and fancy-free 
'fancy .man n a woman's lover - derog, mfml 
'fancy .woman n 1 mistress 4 - derog 2 a prostitute USE mfml 
'fancy.work n decorative needlework 

fandango /fan'dang goh/ n, pi fandangos (music for) a lively Spanish 
dance, usu performed by a couple to the accompaniment of guitar and 
castanets [Sp] 

fanfare /'fan.fea/ n 1 a fiounsh of trumpets 2 a showy outward display 
[F, prob of imil origin] 

fanfaronade /.fanfara'n.ihd/ n empty boasting, bluster - fml [F fan- 
faronnade, fr Sp fanfarronada, fr fanfarron braggart, prob of imit ori- 
g>n] 

fang /fang/ n la a tooth by which an animal’s prey is seized and held 
or tom b any of the long hollow or grooved teeth of a venomous snake 
2 the root of a tooth or any of the prongs into which a root divides 3 a 
projecting tooth or prong [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG fang seizure, OE fon 
to seize - more at PAri] - fanged adj 
'fan-, jet n (an aircraft powered by) a jet engine in which some of the air 
drawn in bypasses the combustion chambers 

'fan.light n an e^ semicircular window with radiating divisions over a 
door or window -.ZT architfcturf 

fanny /'fani/ n \ Br the female genitals - vulg 2 NAm the buttocks - 
mfml [Fanny, nickname for Frances] 

'fan.tail n 1 a fan-shaped tail or end 2 a domestic pigeon having a broad 
rounded tail often with 30 or 40 feathers 3 ’codntfr 2 
'fan-,tan n 1 a Chinese gambling game in which the banker divides a pile 
of objects into 4's and players bet on what number will be left at the end 

2 a card game in which players must build in sequence upon 7’s and 
attempt to be the first one with no cards left [Chin fan'-t’an'] 

fantasia /fan'tayzya, -zh(y)a/ n a free instrumental or literary compo- 
sition not in St net form (compnsing familiar tunes) [It fantasia A G 
fantasie, lit , fancy, fr L phantasia - more at fancy] 
fantaa-ize, -ise /'fanta,siez/ vb to indulge in revene (about), create or 
develop imaginative and often fantastic views or ideas (about)<^ d about 
winning the pools} - fantasist n 
fantasm /’fan,taz(a)m/ n a phantasm 

fantastic /fan'tastik/ adj la unreal, imaginary b so extreme as to 
challenge belief, incredible, specif exceedingly large or great 2 marked by 
extravagant fantasy or cccentncity 3 - used as a generalized term of 
approval (looked in his velvet /acket} [ME fantastic, fantastical, fr MF 
A LL; MF fantastique, fr LL phantasticus, fr Gk phantastikos producing 
mental images, fr phantazein to present to the mind] - fantastical adj, 
fantastically adv, fantasticalness n. fantasticality /-'kabti/ n 
'fantasy Aantasi/ n 1 unrestneted creative imagination, fancy 2a a 
creation of the unrestneted imagination whether expressed or merely 
conceived (e g a fantastic design or idea) b a fantasia c imaginative fiction 
or drama charactenzed esp by strange, unrealistic, or grotesque elements 

3 (the power or process of creating) a usu extravagant mental image or 
daydream (ME fantasie - more at fancy] 

’fantasy vb to fantasize 

Fante /'fanti/ n, pi Fantes, esp collectively Fante (a) Fanti 
Fanti /'fanti/ n, pi Fantis, esp collectively Fanti (the language oO a 
member of an Afncan tnbe of Ghana 
fantom /’fantam/ n a phantom 

fan ,vaulting n an elaborate system of vaulting in which the nbs diverge 
from a single shaft to resemble the framework of a fan church 
fanzine Aan.zeen/ n a (science fiction) magazine for fans {'fan 
magazine] 

'far /fah/ adv farther /'fahdha/, further /fuhdha/; farthest Aahdhist/, 
furthest /fuhdhist/ 1 to or at a considerable distance in space (wandeted 
~ into the woods} 2a by a broad interval (the ^ distant future} b in 
total contrast - ^ from from criticizing you, I’m delighted} 3 to or 
at an extent or degree (as ^ as / know} 4u to or at a considerable distance 
or degree (a bright student will go ^ > b much Ic too hot} better 
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methods^ 5 to or at a considerable distance in time ^worked ^ into the 
nighty (jiarties are few and ^ betweeny [ME fer, fr OE feorr, akin to 
OHG ferro far, OE faran to go - more at fare] - by far far and away 

- Atf aad away by a considerable margin < was far and away the best /cam) 

- bow far to what extent, degree, or distance (jdidn 7 know how far to trust 
himy -§o tar 1 to a certain extent, degree, or distance <w/icn the water 
rose so far, the viJtagers sought higher groundy 2 up to the present (has 
written only one novel so far) 

ar adj farther /'fahdhd/, further /'fuhdha/; farthest /fahdhist/, furthest 
/'fiih^ist/ 1 remote in space, time, or degree </n the ^ distancey 2 long 
<a 'O' joumeyy 3 bang the more distant of 2 <//ic ^ side of the lakey 4 
of a political position extreme {the - lefiy ^ 

farad /'fand/ n the SI unit of electrical capacitance physics 
[Michael Faraday tl867 E physicist] 

faradic /fa'radik/ also faradaic /.fara'dayik/ adj of an alternating electnc 
current produced by an induction coil 

farandole /.faran'dohl (Fr farddol)/ n (music for) a lively Provencal 
dance in which dancers hold hands and follow a leader [F, fr Prov 
farandoulo] 

,far and 'wide adv m every direction, everywhere (^adfcrtised the 
event ^y 

faraway /.fahra'way/ adj 1 lying at a great distance; remote 2 dreamy, 
abstracted <a 'o. ]ook in her eyes) 

farce /fahs/ n 1 forcemeat 2 a comedy with an improbable plot that is 
concerned more with situation than charactenxation 3 the broad humour 
characteristic of farce 4 a ndiculous or meaningless situation or event 
[ME farse, fr MF farce, fr (assumed) VL farsa, fr L, fern of farsus, pp of 
farcire to stuff, akin to Gk phrassein to enclose] - farcical Aahsikl/ adj, 
farcically adv, farcicality /-'kalati/ n 
farceur /fah'suh (Fr farsoerr)/ n 1 a joker, wag 2 a wntcr or actor of 
farce [F, fr MF, fr farcer to joke, fr OF, fr farce] 

.far 'cry n a totally different and usu less pleasant expenence or object 
(plastic flowers are a from the real thingy 
farcy Aahsi/ n 1 (cutaneous) glanders 2 an ultimately fatal bactenal 
mfecticn of cattle [ME farsm, farsi, fr MF farcin, fr LL farcimen, fr L. 
sausage, fr /arc/re] 

'fare /fea/ vi to get along, succeed, do (how did you ^ in your exam'^ 
[ME faren, fr OE fann: akin to OHG faran to go, L portare to carry, Gk 
peran to pass through, poros passage, journey] 

’faren la the price charged to transport sby b a paying passenger 2 food 
provided for a meal (good simple ^y [ME, journey, passage, supply of 
food, fr OE faru, fxr, akin to OE faran to go] 

'farewell /fea'wel/ interj goodbye 

’farewell n 1 a parting wish for good luck, a goodbye 2 an act of 
departure or leave-taking - farewell adj 
*farewelt-i4, AfAm, Austr, & NZ to bid farewell 
.far'fetched adj not easily or naturally deduced, improbable (a ^ 
exampley - farfetchedness /-'fechtnis, -'fechidnis/ n 
.far>'flung adj 1 widely spread or distnbuted 2 remote (a outpost of 
the Empirey 

.far-gone adj in an advanced state, esp of sthg unpleasant (e g drunken- 
ness or madness) 

farina /fs'reena/ n 1 a starchy flour or fine meal of vegetable matter (e g 
cereal grains) used chiefly as a cereal or for making puddings 2 any of 
various powdery or mealy substances [L, meal, flour, fr far spelt - more 
at barley] - farinaceous /.fan'nayshas/ adj . 

faii, faric /fahl/ n, Scot a small thin tnangular cake or biscuit made with 
oatmeal [contr of Sc fardel, lit., fourth part, fr ME (Sc), fr ferde fr 
ferde fourth + del part] 

'farm /fahm/ n 1 an area of land devoted to growing crops or raising 
(domestic) animals 2 fish farm [ME feme rent, lease, fr OF, lease, fr 
femer to fix, make a contract, fr L fimare to make firm, fr fimus 
firm] 

’farm vt la to collect and take the proceeds of (e g taxation or a business) 
on payment of a fixed sum b to give up the proceeds of (e g an estate or 
a business) to another on condition of receiving in return a fixed sum 2a 
to cultivate or rear (crops or livestock) on a farm b to manage and 
cultivate (land) as farmland or as a farm 3 to attempt to receive (all the 
balls bowled) (e g so as to protect the other batsman from dismissal) vi 
to engage in the production of crops or livestock 
farmer Aahma/ n 1 sby who pays a fixed sum for some privilege or 
source of income 2 sby who cultivates land or crops or raises live- 
stock 

farm,hand n a farm worker 
tarm.houaa n a dwelling house on a farm 


farm out vt 1 to turn over for performance or use, usu on contract 2 
to put (e g children) into shy's care in return for a fee 
'farmstead /-.sted, -stid/ n the buildings and adjacent areas of a 
farm 

'farm.yard n the area round or enclosed by farm buildings 
faro /'fearoh/ n, pi faros a gambling game in which players bet on the 
value of the next card to be dealt [prob alter, of earlier pharaoh, trans 
of F pharaon] 

Faroasa /.fearoh'eez/ n or adj (a) Faeroese 
.far-'off adj remote in time or space 

faroucha /fa'roohsh, fa-/ adj shy, unpolished, also wild [F. wild, shy. 
fr LL forasticus belonging outside, fr L foras outdoors; akin to L fores 
door - more at door] 

.far-'out 1 extremely unconventional; weird clothesy 2 - used as 
a generalized term of approval < , man^ USE infml; no longer in vogue 
- far-outnets n 

farrago /fa'rahgoh/ n, pi farragoes a confused collection; a hotchpotch 
[L farragm-, farrago mixed fodder, mixture, fr far spelt - more at 
barley] 

.far-'raaching adj having a wide range, influence, or effect 
farriar Aan-a/ n 1 a horse doctor 2 a blacksmith who shoes horses 
[alter of ME ferrour, fr MF ferrour blacksmith, fr OF ferreor, fr ferrer 
to fit with iron, fr (assumed) VL ferrare, fr L ferrum iron] - farri- 
ery fi 

'farrow /'faroh/ vb to give birth to (pigs) - often + down [ME farwen, 
fr (assumed) OE feargian, fr OE fearh young pig, akin to OHG farah 
young pig, L porcus pig] 

’farrow n (farrowing) a litter of pigs 
.far'saaing adj farsighted 1 

Farai /*fah.see/ n the modem Persian language - compare parsi 
LANGUAGE [Pcr faisi, fr Ears Persia] 

.far'sightad adj la seeing or able to see to a great distance b having 
foresight or good judgment, sagacious 2 hypermetropic - farsightedly 
adv, farsightedness n 

'fart /faht/ VI to expel wind from the anus - vulg [ME ferten, farten-, akin 
to OHG ferzan to break wind, ON /re/a, Gk perdesthai, Skt pardate he 
breaks wind] 

’fartn 1 an expulsion of intestinal wind 2 an unpleasant person USE vulg 
[ME fert, fart, fr ferten, farten] 

'farther /’fahdha/ adv 1 at or to a greater distance or more advanced 
point down the comdory 2 ‘further 3 [ME ferther, alter of 
further] 

’farther adj la more distant; remoter b far 3 (the side) 2 'fdr 
ther 2 

'farthermost /-.mohst/ adj most distant, farthest 
'farthest /'fahdhist/ adj most distant in space or time 
’farthest adv 1 to or at the greatest distance in space, time, or degree 2 
by the greatest degree or extent, most 

farthing Aahdhmg/ n 1 (a com representing) a former Bntish money 
unit worth 34 of an old penny 2 sthg of small value, a mite [ME ferthing, 
fr OE feorthung, akin to MHG vierdunc fourth part, OE feortha 
fourth] 

farthingale Aahdhing,gayl/ n a petticoat consisting of a framewori^of 
hoops, worn, esp in the 16th c, to expand a skirt at the hip line 
garment [modif of MF verdugale, fr OSp verdugado, fr ve^ugo young 
shoot of a tree, fr verde green, fr L viridis - more at verdant] 
fasces /'faseez/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a bundle of rods containing 
an axe with projecting blades earned before ancient Roman magistrates 
as a badge of authonty and used between the 2 World Wars as the emblem 
of the Italian Fascist party [L, fr pi of fascis bundle; akin to L fascia] 
fascia /’faysha; med 'fashi-a/ n, pi faacise /-i,eg, -i.ie/, fiucias la a flat 
^ honzontal piece (eg of stone or board) uneW projecting eaves b a 
nameplate over the front of a shop 2 a broad waH-defined band of colour 
3 (a sheet oO connective tissue covenng or^ binding together body 
structures 4 Br the dashboard of a motor car {It, fr L, band, bandage; 
akin to Mir base necklace] - faicial adj 
fasciatad /'fashiaytid/ adj exhibiting fasciation 
.fasci'atlon /•ayah(9)n/ n a malformation of plant stems commonly 
manifested as enlargement and flattening as if several were fused 
fascicle Aasikl/ n 1 a fasciculus 2 a division of a book published in 
parts [L fasciculus^ dim. of /iuc/s] - fascicled adj 
fasciculatloti /fa,sikyoo'laysh(a)n/ n muscular twitching in which 
groups of muscle fibres contract simultaneously [NL fasciculus 4- E 
•ation (as in fibrillation)] 

fascicule Aasikyoohl/ n fascicle 2 (F, fr L fasciculus] 
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fasciculus /fa’sikyooids/ n, pi fisciculi /-li. -lie/ a slender bundle ol 
(anatomical) fibres [NL, fr L] - fascicular adj, fasciculate Aldt/ adj 
fascinate /Tasinayt/ vt 1 to transfix by an irresistible mental power 
(believed that the serpent could ^ its prey/ 2 to attract strongly, esp by 
arousing interest, captivate ^ vi to be irresistibly attractive [L fascmatus, 
pp of fascinare, fr fascmum witchcraft] - fascinator n, fascinatingly adv, 
fascination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 

fascine /fa'seen, fa-/ n a long bundle of sticks of wood bound together 
and used for such purposes as filling ditches and making parapets [F, fr 
L fascina, fr /iascis] 

fascism /fashiz(a)m/ n 1 a political philosophy, movement, or regime 
that IS usu hostile to VKialism, exalts nation and race, and stands for a 
centralized government headed by a dictatonal leader, severe regimenta- 
tion, and forcible suppression of opposition 2 brutal dictatonal control 
[It fascismo, fr fascio bundle, fasces, group, fr L fasets bundle & fasces 
fasces] - fascist n or adj, often cap, fascistic /fa'shistik/ adj, often cap 
Fascists /fa'shista/ n, pi Fascist! /fa'shisti/ a member of the fascist 
political party under Mussolini that ruled Italy from 1922 to 1943 [It, fr 
fascio] 

fash /fash/ vt. chiefly Scot to vex [MF fascher, fr (assumed) VL 
fastidiarc to disgust, fr L fastidium disgust - more at fastidious] - fast 
n, chiefly Scot 

'fashion /'fash(3)n/ n 1 the make or form of sthg 2 a manner, way (tht 
people assembled in an orderly ^ 3a a prevailing and often short-livcc 
custom or style b the prevailing style or custom, esp in dress c an affluent 
and fashionable life style (women of [MF facioun. fasoun shape, 
manner, fr OF fa^on, fr L faction-, factio act of making, faction, fr factus, 
pp of facere to make - more at 'do] - after a fashion in an approximate 
or rough wav 'bq 'awe an artist after a fashion) 

'fashion vt 1 to give shape or form to. esp by using ingenuity, mould, 
construct 2 to mould into a particular character by influence or training, 
transform, adapt - fashioner n 

•fashion comb form (n - adv) in the manner of a (wore the scarf 
/urban-fashion^ 

fashionable /'fash(a)riabl/ adj 1 conforming to the latest custom or 
fashion 2 of the world of fashion, used or patronized by people of fashion 
shopsy ■ fashionahlencss n, fashionably adv 
'fast /fahst/ adj la firmly fixed or attached b tightly closed or shut 2 
firm, steadfast - chiefly in ficst friends 3a(l) moving or able to move 
rapidly, swift (2) taking a comparatively short time (3) of a suburban 
/ram FXPRF.ss 3a (4) accomplished quickly (5) quick to learn b conducive 
to rapidity of play or action or quickness of motion (a pitch} c 
indicating in advance of what is correct (the cAvit was ^ ) d having or 
being a high photographic speed filmy(^ lens} 4 of a colour 
permanently dyed, not liable to fade 5a dissipated, wild (a very ^ set} 
b esp of a woman for ward 3b, also promiscuous 6 resistant to change 
from destructive action, fading, etc - often in combination 
(colourfasiy (acid-fasl bactena} 7 dishonest, shady, also acquired by 
dishonest means or with little efTort - infml (made a - buck} [ME, fr 
OF faest. akin to OHCi festi firm, ON fastr. Arm has/] 

'fast adv 1 in a firm or fixed manner 2 sound, deeply (fell ^ asleep} 3a 
in a rapid manner, quickly b in quick succession (orders came in thick 
and '^y 4 in a reckless or dissipated manner 5 ahead of a correct time 
or posted schedule 

'fast vf to abstain from some or all foods or meals - vt to dcpnvc of food 
(the animals were ^ cd for 24 hours before the expenment} [ME fasten, 
fr OE fiestan] 

*fast n an act or time of fasting 

'fastback n (a motor car with) a roof sloping backwards to or nearly to 
the bumper 

fasten /fahs(a)n/ vt 1 to attach or secure, esp by pinning, tying, or 
nailing 2 to fix or direct steadily ed his eyes on the a\sful sight} 3 to 
attach, impose on <'^ed the blame on me} ~ w to become fast or fixed 
[ME fastnen, fr OE fxstnian to make fast, akin to OHG festindn to make 
fast, OE fiest fast] ~ fastener /'fahs(a)na/ n - fasten on/upon/onto 1 to 
take a firm gnp or hold on 2 to focus attention on 
fastening /'fahs(a)ning/ n a fastener 

fastidious /fa'stidi-os, -dyas/ 1 excessively difficult to satisfy or 
please 2 showing or demanding great delicacy or care [ME, fr L 
fastidtosus, fr fastidium disgust, prob fr fastus arrogance taedium 
irksomeness; akin to L fastigium top] - fastidiously adv, fastidious- 
ness n 

fastness Aahstnis/ n la the quality of being fixed b colourfast quality 
2 a fortified, secure, or remote place (he spent the weekend m his 
mountain (‘fast ^ -ness] 


.fast 'neutron n a neutron with high kinetic energy 
fast reactor n a nuclear reactor in which fast neutrons arc used 
fast-talk vt or n. chiefly NAm (to influence or persuade by) fluent, facile, 
and usu deceptive talk - infml 

'fat /fat/ adj -tt- 1 having an unusually large amount of fat: a plump b 
obese e of a meat animal fattened for market 2a well filled out, thick, 
big (a - volume of verse} b prosperous, wealthy (grew ^ on the war 
- Time} 3 nchly rewarding or profitable; substantial <a — parr in a new 
play} 4 productive, fertile (a ^ year for crops} 5 practically nonexistent 
(a chance} (a ^ lot of good it did him} - infml 6 foolish, thick (get 
that idea out of your - head} - infml (ME, fr OE faett,^p of ftetan to 
cram; akin to OHG feizit fat. L opimus fat, copious] - fatly adv, fatness 
n, fattisb adj 

'fat n 1 (animal tissue consisting chiefly of cells distended with) greasy or 
oily matter 2a any of numerous compounds of carbon, hydrogen, and 
oxygen that are a major class of energy-nch food and are soluble in 
organic solvents (e g ether) but not in water b a solid or semisolid fat as 
distinguished from an oil 3 the best or nchesi part (the ^ of the land} 

4 excess (we must tnm the -- off this budget} 

*fat vt -tt- to fatten 

fatal /'faytl/ adj 1 fateful, decisive 2a of fate b like fate in proceeding 
according to a fixed sequence, inevitable 3a causing death b bringing nun 
c productive of disagreeable or contrary results - infml (it’s to offer 
him a drink} [ME, fr MF & L, MF, fr L fatalis, fr latum] 

‘fatal.iam /-,iz(d)m/ n the belief that all events are predetermined and 
outside the control of human beings - fatalist n, fatalistic /-'istik/ adj, 
fatalistically adv 

fatality /fa'tabti/ n 1 sthg established by fate 2a the quality or state of 
causing death or destruction b the quality or condition of being destined 
for disaster 3 fate 1 4a death resulting from a disaster b one who 
cxpenenccs or is subject to a fatal outcome 
fatally /'faytl i/ adv 1 in a fatal manner, esp mortally ( wounded} 2 
as IS or was fatal 

fata morgana /.fahta maw'gahna/ n a mirage [It, lit , Morgan the fay. 
sorceress of Arthunan legend] 

,fat 'cat n, chiefly NAm a wealthy, pnvileged. and usu influential person, 
esp one who contnbutes to a political campaign fund 
'fate /fayt/ n 1 the power beyond human control that determines events, 
destiny 2a a destiny apparently determined by fate b a disaster, esp death 
3a an outcome, end, esp one that is adverse and inevitable b the expected 
result of normal development (prospective of embryonic cells} [ME, 

fr MF or L, MF, fr L fatum, lit , what has been spoken, fr neut of fatus, 
pp of fan to speak - more at 'ban] 

'fate vt to destine; also to doom - usu pass (the plan was '^d to faif} 
'fateful Afla)!/ adj 1 having a quality of ominous prophecy (a 
remark} 2a having momentous and oflen unpleasant consequences, 
decisive (the ^ decision to declare war} b deadly, catastrophic 3 
controlled by fate; foreordained - fatefally adv, fatefulacss n 
Fates /fayts/ n pi the 3 goddesses of classical mythology who determine 
the course of human life 

'fathead n a slow-witted or stupid person; a fool - infml - fatheaded 
/,-'-/ adj, fatheadedly /,-'—/ adv, fatbeadednesa /,-'—/ n 
.fat 'hen n a widely distnbuted goosefoot that is a common weed 
'father /'fahdha/ n la a male parent of a child, a/so sirf 3 heap (1)god 
I (2) the first person of the Trinity 2 a forefather 3a a man who relates 
to another in a way suggesting the relationship of father and child, esp 
in receiving filial respect b often cap (1) an old man - used as a respectful 
form of address (2) sthg personified as an old man <Father 
Time} (Father Thames} 4 often cap an early Christian wnter accepted 
by the church as authontative 5a sby who onginates or institutes (the ^ 
of radio} b a source, ongin 6 a pnest of the regular clergy - used esp 
as a title in the Roman Catholic church 7 any of the leading men (e g of 
a city) - usu pi [ME fader, fr OE faeder, akin to OHG fater father. L pater, 
Gk pater] - fatherhood n, fatherless adj, fatherly adj 
'father vt la to beget b to give rise to; initiate c to accept responsibility 
for 2 to fix the paternity of on 

.Father 'Christmas n, Br an old man with a white beard and red sun 
believed by children to deliver their presents at Christmas time 
father-in-, law n. pi fathers-in-law the father of one's spouse 
fatherland n one's native land - used esp with reference to Ger- 
many 

'fathom /'fadh(a)m/ n a unit of length e||^l to 6fl (about 1.83m) used 
esp for mea.suring the depth of water unit [ME fadme, fr OE 
faithm outstretched arms, length of the outstretched arms; akin to ON 
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fMthmr fathom. L patere to be open, pandere to spread out. Gk pctan- 
nyttai\ 

fathom »t 1 to measure by a sounding line 2 to penetrate and come to 
understand - often f out - fathomable adj 

Fathometer /fa'dhomita/ trademark - u^ for a sonic depth finder 
f athomlaaa A\is/ adj incapable of being fathomed - fathomlessly adv. 
fathoBdcssneM n 

fatidic /fay'tidik, f>-/, fatidical /-kl/ adj of prophecy [L fatidicus, fr 
/Strum fate * dicere to say - more at diction] 

'fatigue /fa'teeg/ n la physical or nervous exhaustion b the temporary 
loss of power to respond induced in a sensory receptor or motor end organ 
by continued stimulation 2a manual or menial military work b pi the 
uniform or work clothing worn on fatigue 3 the tendency of a matenal 
to break under repeated stress [F. fr MF. fr fauguer to fatigue, fr L 
Satigarei akin to L aifatim sufficiently, & prob to L fames hunger] 

*f atigue vr 1 to weary, exhaust 2 to induce a condition of fatigue in ^ vr , 
esp of a metal to suffer fatigue > fatigable adj, fatigability /•ga'bibti/ 
/t, fatigiiingly adv 

*fatigue adj being part of fatigues <a cap) 
fatting /'fatlmg/ n a young animal fattened for slaughter 
fatao Aatsoh/ n, pi fatsoea a fat person - infml; often used as a derog 
form of address [prob fr Fats, nickname for a fat person » -o] 
'fatatock n livestock that is fat and ready for market 
fatten /'fat(a)n/ vt 1 to make fat, fleshy, or plump, esp to feed (e g a stock 
animal) for slaughter - often + up 2 to make fertile ^ v/ to become fat 
- fattener n 

'fatty /'fail/ adj 1 containing (large amounts oO fat, also corpulent 2 
GREASY 2 food) 3 denved from or chemically related to fat - 

fattineas n 

>fattyji a fat person or animal - infml 

.fatty 'acid n any of numerous organic acids with 1 carboxyl group (e g 
acetic acid) including many that occur naturally in fats, waxes, and 
essential oils 

fatuOMS /fatyoo-as/ adj complacently or inanely foolish; idiotic [L 
fatuus foolish - more at iiattle] - fatuously adv, fatuousness n, fatuity 
/fo'tyooh-ati, fa'chooh-/ n 

faubourg /foh.booog/ n a suburb, esp of a French city [ME fabour, fr 
MF fauxbourg, alter, of forsbourg, fr OF forsborc, fr fors outside f bore 
town] 

faucaa Aawseez/ n, pi fauces the narrow passage from the mouth to the , 
pharynx situated between the soft palate and the base of the tongue - often 
pi with sing, meaning [L, pi, throat, fauces] - faucial Aawsh(a)l/ adj 
faucet /'fawsit/ n, NAm a tap [ME, bung, faucet, fr MF fausset bung, 
fr fausscr to damage, fr LL faisare to falsify, fr L falsus false] 
faugh /faw/ mtetj - used to express contempt or disgust [imit] 

'fault /fawit/ n la a failing b an imperfection, defect <a in the 
computer) c an action, esp a service that does not land in the presenbed 
area, which loses a rally in tennis, squash, etc 2a a misdemeanour b a 
mistake 3 responsibility for wrongdoing or failure (the accident was the 
driver*s ^ > 4 a fracture in the earth’s crust accompanied by displacement 
(e g of the strata) along the fracture line geography [ME faute, 
fr OF, fr (assumed) VL falhta, fr fern of falhtus, pp of L fallere to deceive, 
disappomt - more at fail] - faultless adj, faultlessly adv, faultlessness 
n, ftinHy adj, faultily adv, fbultiuess n - at fault in the wrong, liable for 
blame 

•fault Ki 1 to commit a fault; err 2 to produce a geological fault ^vt I 
to find a fault in (can't ^ his logic) 2 to produce a geological 
fault in 

faultfinding adj ovennclmed to criticize - faultfinder n, faultfind- 
ing n 

fauna Aawna/ n, pi fbunas also fhunne /-ni, -me/ (he animals or animal 
life of a region, period, or special environment - compare flora [NL, fr 
LL Fauna, sister of Faunus, fr Faunas, satyr-hke deity in Roman 
mythology] - fimnal adj, feunally adv, fnunlatlc /faw'nistik/ adj 
fauta da mlaux /.foht da 'myuh (Fr foit da mjd)/ adv for lack of sthg 
more suitable or desirable (sherry gave him a headache but he drank it 

-> [F] 

fauviam Aoh,viz(a)m/ n, ofien cap a 20th-c art movement typified by 
the work of Matisse and characterized by pure and vivid colour and a free 
treatment of form [F fauvisme, fr fauve wild animal, fr fauve tawny, wild, 
of Omc origin; akin to OHG fah fallow - more at 'fallow] - fauvlst n, 
often cap 

faux-nalff //oh nah'eef (Fr foi naiO/ n or adj (sby) a/Tccting a childlike 
hmoeence or simididty [F. lit., false(ly) naive] 


faux paa /.foh 'pah/ n. pi faux pas /,foh 'pah(z)/ an esp social blunder 
[F, lit., false step] 

'favour, NAm chiefly favor /'fayv?/ n la(l) friendly regard shown 
towards another, esp by a superior (2) approving consideration or 
attention; approbation (looked mth ^ on our project) b partiality, 
favouritism c popularity 2 (an act oO kindness beyond what is expected 
or due 3 a token of allegiance or love (e g a ribbon or badge), usu worn 
conspicuously 4 consent to sexual activities, esp given by a woman - usu 
pi with sing, meaning, euph (granted her ^ s> [ME. fr OF favor fnendly 
regard, fr L, fr favere to be favourable, akin to OHG gouma attention, 
OSlav goviti to revere] - in favour of 1 in agreement or sympathy with; 
on the side of 2 to the advantage of (John gave up his rights in the house 
in favour of his wife) 3 in order to choose, out of preference for </ic 
refused a job in industry in favour of an academic appointment) - in 
someone's favour 1 liked or esteemed by sby (doing extra work to get 
back in his boss's favour) 2 to sby's advantage (the odds were in his 
favour) - out of favour unpopular, disliked 
•favour, NAm chiefly favor vt la to regard or treat with favour b to do 
a favour or kindness for, oblige - usu 4 by or with ( Wilson cd them 
with a kindly smile - The Listener) 2 to show paniality towards, prefer 
3a to give support or confirmation to. sustain (this evidence -^s my 
theory) b to aflbrd advantages for success to, facilitate (gixxl weather 
--cd the outing) 4 to look like (e g a relation) (he -s his father) 
favourable /’fayv(a)rdhl/ adj la disposed to favour, partial b express- 
ing or winning approval, also giving a result in one's favour (a ^ 
comparison) 2a tending to promote; helpful, advantageous <— wmd) b 
successful - favourably adv 

‘favoured adj 1 endowed with special advantages or gifts 2 having an 
appearance or features of a specified kind - usu in combination (an 
///-favoured child) 3 receiving preferential treatment 
'favourite /'fayv(a)nt/ n 1 sby or sthg favoured or preferred above 
others, spec/fone unduly favoured, esp by a person in authority (teachers 
should not have - s) 2 the competitor judged most likely to win, esp by 
a bookmaker [It favonto, pp of favonre to favour, fr favore favour, fr L 
favor] 

•favourite adj constituting a favourite 

favouritism /'fayv(a)n,ti7(9)m/ n the showing of unfair favour, partial- 
ity 

'fawn /fawn/ vi 1 esp of a dog to show affection 2 to court favour by 
acting in a servilely flattering manner USE usu + on or upon [ME 
faunen, fr OE fagnian to rejoice, fr faegen, fagan glad more at fain] - 

fawner n, fawningly adv 

•fawn n 1 a young (unweaned) deer 2 light greyish brown [ME foun, fr 
MF fcon, faon young of an animal, fr (assumed) VL felon-, feto, fr L fetus 
offspring - more at foetus) 

fay /fay/ n a fairy - poetic [ME faie, fr MF /e/e, fee - more at 
fairy] 

fayre /fca/ n 'fair 

faze /fay// vt, chiefly NAm to disturb the composure of, disconcert, 
daunt -infml [alter of/ecze (to drive away, frighten), fr ME /irse//, frOE 
fesian to drive away] 

F clef /cf/ n bass clef music* 

fealty Aee alti/ n 1 fidelity to one's feudal lord 2 allegiance, faithfulness 
[alter of ME feute, fr OF feclte, fealte, fr L ffdelitah, fidelitas - more at 
fidelity] 

'fear /fia/ n 1 (an instance oO an unpleasant often strong emotior caused 
by anticipation or awareness of (a specified) danger; also a state marked 
by this emotion (in -- of their lives) 2 antdety, solicitude 3 profound 
reverence and awe, esp towards God 4 reason for alarm, danger [ME fer, 
fr OE faer sudden danger; akin to L pencuhmi attempt, penl, Gk peiran 
to attempt, OE faran to go - more at fare] -^fearless adj, fearlessly adv, 
fearlessness n - for fear of because of anxiety about; in case of <for fear 
of losing electoral support) 

•fear vt 1 to have a reverential awe of < ^ Go^ 2 to be afraid of; consider 
or expect with alarm — vi to be afraid or af^rehensive - fearer n 
fearf«jl /-f(o)l/ adj 1 causing or likely to cause fear 2a full of fear <'^ 
of reprisals) b showing or ansing from fear (a glance) c timid. 
timor(F4s (a ^ child) 3 extremely bad. large, or intense (a ^ waste) - 
infml - fearfiiJIy adv, fearftilness n 

fearsome /-s(9)m/ adj fearfxjl 1,2c - fearsosMly adv, fearsome- 
ness n 

feasible AeezobI/ adj 1 capable of being done or earned out (a ^ plan) 
2 capable of being used or dealt with successfully; suitable (our ^ sources 
of energy are limited) 3 reasonable, likely [ME faisible, fr MF, fr fats-. 
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stem of faire to make. do. fr L facerc] - feasiblenesa n, feasibly adv, 
feasibility /-Z3*bibti/ n 

'feast /feest/ n la an elaborate often public meal, sometimes accom- 
panied by a ceremony or entertainment; a banquet b sthg that gives 
abundant pleasure <fl for the eyes} 2 a penodic religious observance 
commemorating an event or honounng a deity, person, or thing [ME 
feste festival, feast, fr OF. festival, fr L festa, pi of festum festival, fr ncut 
of festus solemn, festal, akin to L fenae holidays, fanum temple. Arm dik‘ 
gods] 

>feaat VI to have or take part in a feast ^vt 1 to give a feast for 2 to 
delight, gratify <'^ your cyex on her beauty} - feaster n 
feat /feet/ n 1 a notable and esp courageous act or deed 2 an act or 
product of skill, endurance, or ingenuity [ME fait act. deed, fr MF, fr I. 
factum, fr neut of factus, pp of facere to make, do - more at ’uo] 
'feather /'fedha/ n la any of the light horny outgrowths that form the 
external covering of a bird’s body and consist of aj^ft that bears 2 sets 
of barbs that interlock to form a continuous vane anaiomy b the 
vane of an arrow 2 plumage 3 the act of feathenng an oar [ME fether, 
fr OE, akin to OHG federa wing, L petere to go to. seek, Gk petesihai 
to fly, piptein to fall, pteron wing] - feathered adj, feathery adj -a feather 
in one's cap a deserved honour or mark of distinction in which one can 
take pride 

'feather vt la to fit (e g an arrow) with feathers b to cover, clothe, or 
adorn with feathers 2a to turn (an oar blade) almost horizontal when 
lifting from the water b to change the angle at which (a propeller blade) 
meets the air so as to have the minimum wind resistance, afso to feather 
the propeller blades attached to (a propeller or engine) 3 to reduce the 
edge of to a feathcredge 4 to cut (e g air) (as lO with a wing ^ vi 1 of 
ink or a printed ^f*^p''cssion to soak in and spread, blur 2 to feather an 
oar or an aircraft propeller blade - feather one's nest to provide for 
oneself, esp dishonestly, through a job in which one is trusted 
featherbed /.-‘-, '--.-/ vt -dd- 1 to cushion or protect from hardship, 
worry, etc, to pamper 2 to assist (eg an industry) with government 
subsidies 

.feather 'bed n (a bed with) a feather mattress 
'featherbrain /-.brayn/ n a foolish scatterbrained person - feather- 
brained adj 

'feather, edge A.cj/ n (a board or plank having) a very thin sharp edge 

" feathcredge vt 

'feather.head /-.hed/ n a featherbrain - featherheaded /-'hedid/ adj 
feathering /'fedharmg/ n la plumage b the (type oQ feathers of an 
arrow 2 a fnnge of hair (e g on the legs of a dog or can horse) 
'featherstitch /-.stich/ n an embroidery stitch consisting of a line of 
loop stitches worked m a zigzag pattern - featherstitch vh 
'featherweight /-,wayt/ n 1 a boxer who weighs not more than 9st 
(57 2kg) if professional or more than 54kg (about 8st 71b) but not more 
than 57kg (about 8st 131b) if amateur 2 sby or sthg of limited imponance 
or effectiveness 

'feature /feccha/ n la the make-up or appearance of the face or its parts 
igentlc of ^} b a part of the face \her nose was not her best ^ >, also, 
pi the face (an embarrassed look on his ^ s) 2 a prominent or distinctive 
part or charactensiic 3a a full-length film, esp the mam film on a cinema 
programme b a distinctive article, story, or special section in a newspaper 
or magazine c Br a radio documentary, often one about cultural rather 
than political matters - compare doc umlniary [ME feture. fr MF, 
shape, form, fr L factura act of making, fr factus, pp of facere to make 

- more at ‘do] - featureless /-lis/ adj 

'feature vt 1 to give special prominence to (e g in a performance or 
newspaper) 2 to have as a characteristic or feature - vi l- play an 
important part, be a feature - usu t in 
featured Afecchad/ adj having facial features of a specified kind - usu 
in combination <a heavy-(eatured man} 
febri- comb form fever (kbnfuge} [LL. fr L febns] 
febrifuge /'febrifyoohj/ n an antipyretic [F febrifuge, prob fr (assumed) 
NL febrifuga, fr LL febri^uga, febnfugia centaury, fr febn- + -fuga -fuge] 

- febrifuge adj 

febrile /Tcebriel/ adj of fever; feverish [ML febniis, fr L febns fever - 
more at fever] 

February /*febrooan, -.eri/ n the 2nd month of the Gregorian calendar 
[ME Februarie, fr L Februarius, fr Februa, pi, feast of punfication; perh 
akin to L fumus smoke] 
fecea Afeeseez/ n pi, NAm faeces - fecal adj 
feckless /'feklis/ adj 1 ineffectual, weak 2 worthless, irresponsible [Sc, 
fr feck effect, majority, fr ME (Sc) fek, alter, of ME effect] - fecklessly 
adv, feckleaaneaa n 


feculent /'fekyoolant/ adj foul with impunties or excrement - fml [ME. 
fr L faeculentus, fr faec-, faex dregs] - feculence /-bns/ n 
fecund Afeekand, 'fekand/ adj 1 fruitful in offspring or vegetation; 
prolific 2 very intellectually productive or inventive to a marked degree 
USE fml [ME, fr MF fecond, fr L fecundus - more at feminine] - 
fecundity /fi'koondati/ n 

fecundate Afekandayt, 'fee-/ vt 1 to make fecund 2 to make fertile, 
impregnate USE fml [L fecundatus, pp of fecundare, fr fecundus] - 
fecundation /-'daysh(d)n/ n 
'fed past of if-rn 

'fed /fed/ n, often cap, NAm a federal agent or officer - ipfml [short for 
federal] 

fedayee /fi,dah'yec. -.da'yee/ n. pi fedayeen /-'yeen/ a member of an 
Arab commando group operating esp against Israel [Ar IJda'i, lit , one 
who sacnfices himself] 

federal /'fed(a)r3l/ adj la formed by agreement between political units 
that surrender their individual sovereignly to a central authonty but 
retain limited powers of government, also of or constituting a government 
so formed b of the central government of a federation as distinguished 
from those of the constituent units 2 of or loyal to the federal government 
of the USA in the Amencan Civil War [L feeder-, foedus compact, 
league, akin to L Mere to trust - more at bide] - federally ads 
Federal n a supporter or soldier of the North in the Amencan Civil 
War 

federal district n a district set apart as the seat of a federal govern- 
ment 

federalism /'fcdr3liz(3)m/ n, often cap (advocacy oO the federal prin- 
ciple 

'federalist /-list/ n an advocate of federalism 
federate /'fedarayt/ vt to join in a federation - federative /-rativ, 
-.raytiv/ adj 

federation /,feda'raysh(3)n/ n 1 federating; esp the formation of a 
federal union 2 sthg formed by federating e g a a country formed by the 
federation of separate states b a union of organizations 
fedora /fi'dawra/ n a low felt hat with the crown creased lengthways 
[Fedora, drama by V Sardou tl908 F dramatist] 

.fed 'up adj discontented, bored < - with the 9-to-S day} - infml 
'fee /fee/ n la an estate in land held in feudal law from a lord b an 
inherited or hentable estate in land 2a(l) a sum of money paid esp for 
entrance or for a professional service - often pi with sing meaning (2) 
money paid for education - usu pi with sing meaning b a gratuity [ME, 
fr OF fB. fief, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE feoh cattle, property, OHG fihu 
cattle, akin to L pccus cattle, pecuma money, pectere to comb] - in fee 
in abv)Satc and legal possession 
'fee vt I 10 give a fee to 2 chiefly Scot to hire for a fee 
feeble /'fccbl/ adj 1 lacking in strength or endurance, weak (a ^ old 
man} 2 deficient in authonty, force, or effect <a ~ joke} (a — excuse} 
[ME feble, fr OF, fr L flebilis lamentable, wretched, fr Here to weep - more 
at Bi fat] - feebleness n, feeblish adj, feebly adv 
.feeble'minded /-'miendid/ adj 1 mentally deficient 2 foolish, stupid 
- feeblemindedly adv, feeblemindedness n 
'feed /feed/ vb fed /fed/ vt la to give food to b to give as food 2 to 
provide sthg essential to the growth, sustenance, maintenance, or oper- 
ation of 3 to produce or provide food for 4a to satisfy, gratify b to 
support, encourage 5a(l) to supply for use, consumption, or processing, 
esp in a continuous manner <;fed the tape into the machine} (2) to supply 
niatcrial to (e g a machine), esp in a continuous manner b to supply (a 
signal or power) to an electronic circuit 6 to act as a feed for 7 to pass 
or throw a ball or puck to (a teammate) ^vt la to consume food; eat b 
to prey 2 to become nourished or satisfied as if by food 3 to be moved 
into a machine or opening for use, processing, or storage (the gram fed 
into the silo} USE{vi I) usu + off, on. or upon [ME feden, fr OE fedan, 
akin to OE foda food - more at food] 

'f»ed n 1 an act of eating 2a (a mixture or preparation oO food for 
livestock b the amount given at each feeding 3a matenal supplied (e g 
to a furnace) b a mechanism by which the action of feeding is effected 

4 one who supplies cues for another esp comic performer's lines or actions 

5 an esp large meal - infml 

'feed.back /-.bak/ n 1 the return to the input of a part of the output of 
a machine, system, or process 2 (the return to a source oO information 
about the results of an action or process, usu in response to a request 
feeder /Teeda/ n 1 a device or apparatus for supplying food (e g to a 
caged animal) 2a a device feeding matenal into or through a machine b 
a heavy wire conductor supplying electricity to a point of an electnc 
distribution system c a transmission line running from a radio transmitter 
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to an antenna d a road, railway, airline, or aircraft that links remote areas 
with the main transport system 3 an animal being fattened or suitable for 
fattening {'feed + '^er] 

feeding .bottle n a bottle with a teat, designed to hold milk and used 
for feeding babies 

feed, lot /’.lot/ n a plot of land on which livestock are fattened for 
market 

feedstock /-.stok/ n raw matcnal supplied to a machine or processing 
plant 

feed up vt to fatten by plentiful feeding 

'feel /feel/ vb felt /felt/ vt la to handle or touch in order to examine or 
explore b to perceive by a physical sensation coming from discrete end 
organs (e g of the skin or muscles) < a dnught') 2 to experience actively 
or passively; be affected by </ie shuJJ ^ my wntht) itry to -- the musicy 

3 to ascertain or explore by cautious tnal < ^ ing their wayy - often + out 
<felt out the oppoationy 4a to be aware of by instinct or by drawing 
conclusions from the evidence available <felt the presence of a stranger 
tn the roomy b to believe, think <i5 generally felt that such action is 
inadvisabley ^ vi la to (be able) to receive the sensation of touch b to 
search for sthg by using the sense of touch 2a to be conscious of an inward 
impression, state of mind, or physical condition <'<^s much better nowy 
b to believe oneself to be </ did ~ a foofy 3 to have sympathy or pity 
(resdly ^ s for the underprivilegedy [ME felen, fr OE felan\ akin to OHG 
fuolen to feel, L palpare to caress, &. perh to Gk pallein to brandish - more 
at polemic] - feel like 1 to resemble or seem to be on the evidence of 
touch <!> feels like velvety 2 to wish for, be in the mood for <do you feel 
like a dnnkTy 

*feel n 1 the sense of feeling, touch 2 sensation, feeling 3a the quality of 
a thing as imparted through touch <rAe material had a velvety ^ > b 
typical or peculiar quality or atmosphere <rhe ~ of an old country puby 

4 intuitive skill, knowledge, or ability - usu + for <a ^ for wordsy 
feeler Aeeb/ n 1 a tactile appendage (e g a tentacle) of an animal 2 sthg 

(eg a proposal) ventured to ascertain the views of others ('fffi 
*’-fr] 

'feeler .gauge n a set of thin steel stnps of vanous known thicknesses 
by which small gaps may be measured 
'feeling Aeehng/ n la (a sensation experienced through) the one of the 

5 basic physical senses by which stimuli, csp to the skin and mucous 
membranes, are interpreted by the brain as touch, pressure, and tempera* 
ture b generalized bodily consciousness, sensation, or awareness <expen- 
enced a ^ of safetyy <a good 2a an emotional state or reaction <a 
^ ofionelinessy b pi susceptibility to impressior, sensibility <r/ie remark 
hurt her ^ s> 3 a conscious recognition; a sense ithe harsh sentence left 
him with a ofinjusticey 4a an opinion or belief, esp when unreasoned; 
a sentiment <wAaf are your -^son the matterTy b a presentiment </Ve 
a ^ he won't come) 5 capacity to respond emotionally, esp with the 
higher emotions <a man of noble ^ > 6 feel 3. 4 7 the quality of a work 
of art that embodies and conveys the emotion of the artist 

^feeling adj la having the capacity to feel or respond emotionally, 
sensitive b easily moved emotionally; sympathetic 2 expressing emotion 
or sensitivity - feelingly adv 

.fM 'simple n, pi fees simple a fee without limitation to any class of 
heirs 

feet /feet/ pi of 'root 

fee tail n. pi fees tail a fee limited to a particular class of heirs 
.feet of ‘clay n pi a generally concealed but marked weakness [fr the feet 
of the idol in Dm 2:33] 

Fehling's solution /'faylingz/ n a blue solution of ftochelle salt and 
copper sulphate used as an oxidizing agent in testing for sugars and 
aldehydes {Hermann Fehlmg flSSS G chemist] 
feign /fayn/ vt to give a false appearance or impression of deliberately 
< dcathy; also to pretend vi to pretend, dissemble [ME feignen, fr OF - 

feign-, stem of feindre, fr L ftngere to shape, feign « more at dough] - 
felpiar n 

’feint /faynt/ n sthg feigned; specif a mock blow or attack directed away 
from the point one really intends to attack [F feinte, fr OF, fr feint, pp 
of fdndre] 

*feint vi to make a feint vt to make a pretence of </ie ^ ed an attack and 

continued on his wayy 

*feint adj, of rulings on paper faint, pale [alter of 'faint] 
feisty Aic$U/a4r.NAiD 1 fidgety, agitated 2 touchy, quarrelsome USE 
infml [ySasi (small dog), by shortening & alter, fr obs fisting hound, fr obs 
Sst (to break wind)] 

feldsper /’fel(d)spah/, felapar Aelspah/ n any of a group of minerals 
that consist of aluminium silicates with either potassium, sodium, cal- 


cium, or barium, and are an essential constituent of nearly all crystalline 
rocks [feldspar modif of obs G feldspath (now feldspat), fr G feld field 
-t- obs G spath (now spat) spar; felspar by alter.] 
feldspathic /fel(d)'spathik/ adj of or containing feldspar [feldspath (var 
of feldspar), fr obs G] 

fellcif ic /.feli'sifik/ adj causing or intended to cause happiness - fml [L 
felic-, felix] 

felicitate /fa'lisitayt/ vt to offer congratulations or compliments to - usu 
-t- on or upon-, fml [LL felicitatus. pp of felicitare to make happy, irreg 
fr L felic-, felix] - fellcltator /-.Uyta/ n. felicitation /<'Uysh(a)n/ n 
felicitoua /fa'lisitas/ adj 1 very well suited or expressed; apt (a ^ 
remarky-, also marked by or given to such expression <a -- speakery 2 
pleasant, delightful USE fml - felicitonsly adv, felicitouaness n 
felicity /fa'Iisiti/ n 1 (sthg causing) great happiness 2 a felicitous faculty 
or quality, esp m art or language; aptness 3 a felicitous expression USE 
fml [ME felicite, fr MF feliciti, fr L fehcitat-, felicitas, fr felic-, felix 
fruitful, happy - more at feminine] 

feline /'feelien/ adj 1 of cats or ^he cat family 2 resembling a cat; having 
the charactenstics generally attributed to cats, esp grace, stealth, or 
slyness [L feltnus, fr felis cat] - feline n, felinely adv, felinlty 
/fee'linati/ n 

'fell /fel/ vt 1 to cut, beat, or knock down <^ing frees) 2 to kill [ME 
fellen, fr OE fellan-, akin to OE feallan to fall - more at fall] - fellable 
adj, feller n 
*fell past of FALl 

*fell n a steep rugged stretch of high moorland, esp in northern England 
and Scotland - often pi with sing meaning [ME, hill, mountain, fr ON 
fell, fjall-, akin to OHG fehs rock, Mir af/ cliff] 

•fell adj 1 fierce, cruel 2 very destructive; deadly USE poetic [ME fel, fr 
OF - more at felon] - fellneu n, felly adv - at one fell swoop all at once, 
also with a single concentrated eftbrl 
fella Aeb/ n fellow 4, 7 - infml [by alter ] 
fellah Aeb/ n, pi fellahin, fellaheen /-'been/ a peasant or agricultural 
labourer in an Arab country [Ar fallah] 
fellatio /b'layshioh/ n oral stimulation of the penis [NL fellation-, 
fellatio, fr L fellatus, pp of felare, fellare, lit , to suck - more at feminine] 

- fellate /’fclayt/ vt, fellation /fe'laysh(a)n/ n, fellator /'felayts/ n 
feller /Teb/ n fellow 4, 7 - infml [by alter ] 

fellmonger /'fel.mung ga/ n, Br sby who prepares hides for leather 
making [fell [skin, hide, fr ME, fr OE) + monger (dealer)] - fcllmongered 
adj, fellmongering. fellmongery n 

felloe /'feloh/ n (a segment oO the cxienor nm of a spoked wheel [ME 
fcly, felive, fr OE fel^, akin to OHG felga felloe, OE fealg piece of 
ploughed land] 

'fellow Aeloh/ n 1 a comrade, associate - usu pi 2a an equal in rank, 
power, or character, a peer b either of a pair; a mate 3 a member of an 
incorporated literary or scientific society 4 a man, also a boy 5 an 
incorporated member of a collegiate foundation 6 a person appointed to 
a salaned position allowing for advanced research 7 a boyfnend - infml 
[ME felawe, fr OE feolaga, fr ON felagi, fr felag partnership, fr fe cattle, 
money + lag act of laying] 

’fellow adj being a companion or associate, belonging to the same group 

- used before a noun travellery 

fellow feeling n a feeling of community of interest or of mutual 
understanding; specif sympathy 

fellowship /-ship/ n 1 the condition of fnendly relations between 
people; companionship 2a community of interest, activity, feeling, or 
expenence b the state of being a fellow or associate 3 sing or pi in consti 
a group of people with similar interests; an association 4a the position of 
a fellow (e g of a university) b (a founda^on for the provision oO the 
salary of a fellow 

fellow traveller n a nonmember who sympathizes with and often 
furthers the ideals and programme of ae organized group, esp the 
Communist party - chiefly derog 

felo-de-ee /.feeloh da 'say, .feloh, see/ n, pi fclonca-de-ae /fa'lohneez/, 
fekM-de-ac Aelohz/ (sby who commits) suicide [ML felo de se, fello de 
se, lit., evildoer upon himself] 

feloit Aebn/ n 1 sby who has committed a felony 2 a whitlow [ME, 
fr OF felon, fel, fr ML fellon-, fello evildoer, villain] 
felonry /'febnri/ n felons 

felony /'febni/ n a grave crime (e g murder or arson) that was formerly 
regarded in law as more serious than a misdemeanour and involved 
forfeiture of property in addition to any other punishment - felonioui 
/fa'lohnyas, -ni as/ adj, feloniously adv 



359 


fer 


felsite /'felsiet/ n n dense igneous rock that consists almost entirely of 
feldspar and quartz [felspar] - felcitlc /-'sitik/ adj 
felspar /'fel,spah/ n feldspar 

'felt /felt/ /I 1 a nonwoven cloth made by compressing wool or fur often 
mixed with natural or synthetic fibres 2 an article made of felt 3 a 
matenal resembling felt [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG ftl/ felt, L pellere to 
drive, beat. Gk peJas near] 

’felt vt 1 to make into or cover with felt 2 to cause to stick and mat 
together 

*felt past o/'i-FFi 

felting /'felting/ n 1 the process by which felt is made 2 felt 
felucca /fe'luka/ n a narrow lateen-ngged sailing ship, chiefly of the 
Mediterranean area [It feluca, perh denv of Gk epholkion small boat] 
'female /'feemayl/ /i 1 an individual that bears young or produces eggs, 
esp a woman or girl as distinguished from a man or boy symboi 
2 a plant or flower with an ovary but no stamens [ME, alter of femel. 
femelle, fr MF & ML, MF femelle, fr ML femella, fr L, girl, dim of 
femma] 

’female adj 1 of or being a female 2 designed with a hole or hollow into 
which a corresponding male part fits (a p/u^> - femaleness n 
'feminine /'femanin/ adj 1 of or being a female person 2 charactenstic 
of, appropnate to, or peculiar to women, womanly 3 of or belonging to 
the gender that normally includes most words or grammatical forms 
referring to females 4a having or occumng in an extra unstressed final 
syllabic <- rhyme} b having the final chord occurnng on a weak beat 
[ME, fr MF femimn, fr L femintnus, fr femtna woman, akin to OE de/u 
nipple, L films son. felix, fetus, fecundus fruitful, felare to suck, Gk thele 
nipple] - femininely adv, feminineness n, femininity /fema'ninati/ n 
’feminine p f feminine pnnciple in human nature - esp in eternal 
feminine 2 (a word or morpheme oO the feminine gender 
feminism /'feminiz(a)m/ n the advocacy or furtherance of women’s 
rights, interests, and equality with men in political, economic, and social 
spheres - feminist n or adj, feministic /-'riistik/ adj 
femin-ize, -ise /'femmiez/ vt 1 to give a feminine quality to 2 to cause 
(a male or castrated female) to take on feminine characteristics (c g by 
administration of hormones) - feminization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
femme fatale /.fam fa'tahl, 'femi {Fr fam fatal)/ n, pJ femmes fatales 
/fatahl(z) {Fr -^ )/ a seductive and usu mysterious woman, esp one who 
lures men into dangerous or compromising situations [F, lit , disastrous 
woman] 

femto- Acmtoh'/ comb form one thousand million millionth (10 ”) pan 
of <fcmtoa/wpere> — ^ physics [ISV, fr Dan or Norw femten fifteen, fr 
ON fimmtan, akin to OE fiflene fifteen) 

femur /'feema/ n, pi femurs, femora /’femara/ 1 the bone of the hind or 
lower limb nearest the body, the thighbone 2 the third segment of an 
insect’s leg counting from the base USE anatomy (NL femor-. 
femur, fr L. thigh] - femoral /"femaral/ adj 
'fen /fen/ n an area of low wet or flooded land [ME. fr OE fenn, akin to 
OHG fenna fe^Skt panka mud] 

’fen n, pi fen — ^ China at naiionality [Chin (Pek) fen'] 

'fence /fens/ n 1 a barrier (c g of wire or boards) intended to present 
escape or intrusion or to mark a boundary <a garden ^ 2a a receiver 
of stolen goods b a place where stolen goods arc bought [ME fens, short 
for defens defence] - fenceless adj ~ on the fence in a position of neutrality 
or indecision 

’fence vt la to enclose with a fence - usu ♦ //? b to separate off or keep 
out (as lO with a fence 2 to provide a defence for, shield, protect 3 to 
receive or sell (stolen goods) ^ vi la to practise fencing b(l) to use tactics 
of attack and defence (eg thrusting and parrying) rescmblin; hose of 
fencing (2) of a batsman to play at and miss the bull in cnckct, esp outside 
the off stump - usu v at 2 to deal in stolen goods - fencer n 
'fence-.sitting n a state of often deliberate indecision or neutrality (e g 
in an argument), usu in an attempt to protect one’s own interests - fence 
sitter n 

fencing /'fensmg/ n 1 the art of attack and defence with a sword (e g 
the foil, epee, or sabre) 2 (matenal used for building) fences 
fend /fend/ vi [ME fenden to ddend, short for defenden] - fend for to 
provide a livelihood for; support 

fender /*fenda/ n a device that protects: e g a a cushion (c g of rope or 
wood) hung over the side of a ship to absorb impact b a low metal guard 
for a fire used to confine the coals c NAm a wing or mudguard 
fend off vt to keep or ward off; repel 

fenestra /fi'ncstra/ n, pi feneitrae Astri/ la an oval opening betwwn 
the middle ear and the vestibule of the inner ear b a round opening 


between the middle ear and the cochlea of the inner ear 2 an opemng cut 
in bone [NL, fr L, window] » fenestral adj 

fenestrated /'fenistraytid/ adj 1 provided with or charactenzed by 
windows 2 a/so fenestrate having I or more openings or pores blood 
capillaries} [L fenestratus, pp of fenestrare to provide with openings or 
windows] 

fenestration /,feni'slraysh(3)n/ n 1 the arrangement of windows in a 
building 2 an opening in a surface (eg a wall or membrane) 3 the 
operation of cutting an opening in the bony labynnth between the inner 
ear and tympanum as a treatment for deafness 

Fenian /'feenyan/ n a member of a secret 19th-c Irish and 
Insh-Amencan organization dedicated to the overthrow of Bntish rule in 
Ireland [IrGael Feinne, pi of Fiann, legendary band of Irish warriors] - 
Fenian adj, Fenianism n 

fennec /'fenek/ n a small pale-fawn African fox with large ears (Ar 
fanak] 

fennel ffenl/ n a European plant of the carrot family cultivated for its 
aromatic seeds and foliage [ME fenel, fr OE finugl, fr (assumed) VL 
fenuculum, fr L feniculum fennel, dim of fenum hay, perh akin to L fetus 
fruitful - more at i lmininf] 

fenugreek /'fenyoo.greek/ n a leguminous Asiatic plant whose aromatic 
seeds are used as a flavounng [ME fenugrek, fr MF fenugrec, fr L fenum 
Graecum, lit., Greek hay] 

feoffment /‘feefmant, 'fef-/ n the granting of a fief [ME feoffement, fr 
AF, fr feoffer to invest with a fee, fr OF fief fee] 

-fer /-fa/ comb form (-* n) sby or sthg that bears <'aquifcr> <con/fer> [F 
& L, F -fere, fr L -fer beanng, sby or sthg that bears, fr ferre to carry - 
more at ^bear] 

feral /'fiaral/ adj 1 (suggestive) of a wild beast, savage 2a not domesti- 
cated or cultivated, wild la b having escaped from domestication and 
become wild pigeons} [ML feralis, fr L fera wild animal, fr fem of 
ferus wild ~ more at fierce] 

fer-de-lance /.fea da 'lahns/ n, pi fcr-de-lancc a large extremely venom- 
ous pit viper of Central and S America [F, lit , lance iron, spearhead] 
ferine ^’fianen/ adj feral [L fennus, fr fera] 
fermata /fuh'mahta/ n a prolongation at the discretion of the performer 
of a musical note, chord, or rest, also 'pause 4 [It, lit., stop, fr fermare 
to stop, fr L firmare to make firm] 

'ferment /fa'ment/ vb I to (cause to) undergo fermentation 2 to (cause 
to) be in a state of agitation or intense activity - feriBentable adj, 
fermenter n 

’ferment /'fuhment/ n 1 an agent (e g an enzyme or organism) capable 
of bringing about fermentation 2a fermentation 1 b a state of unrest 
or ur Kt jval; agitation, tumult [ME. fr L fermentum yeast - more at 
barm] 

fermentation /,fuhmen'taysh(3)n/ n la a chemical change with effer- 
vcscence b an enzymatically controlled anaerobic breakdown of an 
cnergy-nch compound (eg a carbohydrate to carbon dioxide and 
alcohol), broadly an^enzymatically controlled transformation of an 
organic compound energy 2 ferment 2b - fermentative 

/fa'mentativ/ adj 

fermion /'fuhmym, 'fe^-, -mi-an/ n a particle (eg an electron) that 
interacts with other particles in a way desenbed by Fermi and Dirac 
[Enrico Fermi tl954 It physicist -t- E ’-on] - ferratonic /-mi'onik/ adj 
fermium /’fuhmy^, -mi-am/ n an artificially produced radioactive 
metallic element periodic table [NL, fr Enneo Fermi] 
fern , fuhn/ n any of a class of flowerless seedless lower plants; esp any 
of an order resembling flowenng plants in having a root, stem, and l^ike 
fronds but difienng in reproducing by spores plant [ME, fr OE 
feam: akin to OHG fam fern, Skt pama wing, leaf] - fenilike adj, faniy 
adj 

fernery /'fuhnan/ n 1 a place or stand where ferns grow 2 a collection 
of growing ferns 

ferocious /fa'rohshas/ adj extremely fierce or violent [L feroc~, ferox, 
lit., fierce looking, fr ferus ^ -oc-, -ox (akin to Gk ops eye) - more at eye] 
- ferociously adv, ferociousness n 

ferocity /fd'rosoti/ n the quality or state of being ferocious 
-ferous /-farps/, -iferous /-'ifaras/ comb form ( -» adj) beanng; yielding; 
producing; containing <carbon/ferous> (pestEeroui} [ME. fr L -fer k 
MF -fere (fr L -fer)] 

ferrate /'ferayt/ n a compound of a metal with an ion that contains iron 
and oxygen atoms [ISV, fr L ferrum iron] 

ferredoxin /.fera'doksin/ n an iron-containing plant protein that func- 
tions as an electron earner in photosynthetic organisms and in some 
bacteria [L ferrum iron + E redox -in] 



*f#rr«t Aerit/ n 1 a {wrtiaUy domesticated usu albino European polecat 
used esp for hunting small rodents (e g rats) 2 an active and persistent 
searcher [ME fiiret, ferret, fr MF fUret, fr (assumed) VL funttus, lit., little 
thief, dim. of L /tir thief] - ferrety adj 
Mwrwt vi 1 to hunt with ferrets 2 to search about or around - infml ^ vt 
1 to hunt (e g rats) with ferrets 2 to drive (game), esp from covert or 
burrows *- ferreter o 

ftrret out vt to find and bring to light by searching <rerret out the 
answeny - infml 

forrl- /feri-/ comb form 1 iron <feiTi/'erous> 2 ferric iron (femcyanidey 
(L, fr ferrum] 

ferric Aerik/ adj of, containing, or being (trivalent) iron 
.ferric 'oxide n the red or black oxide of iron found in nature as 
haematite and as rust 

ferrimegnetic /.ferimag'netik/ adj of or being a substance (e g femte) 
charactenzed by magnetization in which one group of magnetic ions is 
polarized in a direction opposite to the other - ferrlmagnetlcally adv, 
fsrriaafMtiaB /-'magni,tiz(9)m/ n. ferrimagnet /'fen.magnit/ n 
'Perris .wheel Aeris/ Ji, NAm big whell [G W G Perm tl896 US 
engineer] 

ferrite Aenet/ n any of several magnetic substances of high magnetic 
permeability consisting mainly of an iron oxide - ferritic /fe'ntik/ adj 
ferritin Aeritin/ n an iron-containing protein that functions in the 
storage of iron and is found esp in the liver and spleen [femte + -m] 
ferro> /feroh-/ comb form 1 (containing) iron <ferroco/icrrfe>, iron and 
(tenonickeiy - chiefly in names of alloys 2 ferrous iron <ferrocyanKfc> 
[ML. fr L ferrum] 

ferroelectric /ferroh-i'lektnk/ adj of or being a crystalline substance 
having spontaneous electric polanzation reversible by an electric field > 
fcrraeleeirk n, ferroelectricity /i.lek'trisati, .eelek/ n 
.ferromeg'netic /-mag'netik/ adj of or being a substance, esp iron, 
characterized by strong magnetization in which all the magnetic ions are 
polarized in the same direction - forromagnetk n, ferromagnetism n 
ferrous Aeras/ adj of, containing, or being (bivalent) iron [NL ferrosus, 
fr L ferrum] 

fgrruginoous /.fera'jeenyas, -m as/ adj ferruginous 
ferruginous /fa'rujmas, fe-/ adj 1 of or containing iron 2 resembling 
iron rust in colour [L ferrugtneus, ferruginus, fr ferrugin-, ferrugo iron 
rust, fr ferrum] 

ferrule Aeroohl, -ral/ o 1 a nng or cap. usu of metal, strengthening a 
cane, tool handle, etc 2 a short tube or bush for making a tight joint (e g 
between pipes) [alter, of ME virole, fr MF, fr L yiriola, dim. of vina 
bracelet, of Celtic origin; akin to OIr fiar oblique - more at ^veer] 
’ferry Aeri/ vr 1 to carry by boat over a body of water 2 to convey (e g 
by car) from one place to another ^ vi to cross water in a boat [ME fenen, 
fr 0£ ferian to carry, convey; akin to OE faran to go - more at fare] 
*ferry n (a boat used at) a place where people or things are carried across 
a bi^y of water (e g a river) 

fertile Auhtiel/ adj la (capable of) producing or bearing fruit (in great 
quantities); productive b charactenzed by great resourcefulness and 
activity; inventive <a ^ imaginationy 2a(l) capable of sustaining abun- 
dant plant growth soiT) (2) affording abundant possibilities for 
development <a area for researchy b capable of growing or developing 
W) c capable of breeding or reproducing 3 capable of being 
converted into fissile matenal [ME. fr MF ft L; MF. fr L ferttits, fr ferre 
to carry, bear - more at *bear] - fertilely adv, fertileneas ji, fertility 
/fuhtitoti/ n 

ftrtilixt, dee Auhtihez/ vt to make fertile: eg a(l) to inseminate, 
impregnate, or pollinate (2) to make (an ovule, egg, etc) capal^ of 
developing into a new individual by uniting with a male germ cell b to 
apply a fertilizer to < landy - fertUlzaWe adj, fertilization /-'zaysh(3)n/ 
JI, fertfUiatioBal adj, 

f •rtil-Ixsr, -iser /-zo/ n a substance (e g manure) used to make soil more 
fertile [fertilize + ’-er] 

fftruia Aeroob/ o 1 a ferule 2 any of a genus of Old World plants of 
the carrot family that yield various gum resins [(2) NL, genus name, fr 
L, giaal fennel] 

f•rul• Aeroohl/ n a flat ruler used to punish children [L ferula giant 
fennel, ferule] 

fftrvftncy Auhv(3)nsi/ n fervour 

fgrvont Auhv(o)nt/ adj exhibiting deep sincere emotion; ardent <a 
beHever in free apeeeby [ME, fr MF ft L; MF. fr L fbrvent-, fervens, prp 
of terven to boil, glow - more at 'burn] - fervently adv 
fMvId /Ybhvid/ adj passionately intense; ardent [L fervidus, fr fervere] 

” farvUly adv, fervMncaa n 


forvour, NAm chiefly fervor /"fukvo/ n the quality or state of being 
fervent or fervid [ME fervour, fr MF ft L; MF ferveur, fr L fervor, fr 
fervere] 

fescue Aeskyooh/ o any of a genus of tufled grasses [alter, of ME festu 
stalk, straw, fr MF, fr LL festucum, fr L festuca] 
feet /fest/ n, chiefly NAm a meeting or occasion marked by a specified 
activity - often in combination (^filmfe&ty [G, celebration, fr L fes- 
turn] 

festal /festl/ adj festive [L festum festival - more at ffwXSt] - festally 
adv 

fester /festa/ vt 1 to generate pus 2 to putrefy, rot 3 to rankle vt to 
make inflamed or corrupt [ME festren, fr fester, festre suppurating sore, 
fr MF festre, fr L fistula pipe, pipe-like ulcer] 

’festival /'festivl/ adj of, appropnate to, or set apart as a festival [ME, 
fr MF, fr L festivus festive] 

"festival /} la a time marked by special (e g customary) celebration b 
FEAST 2 2 a usu periodic programme or season of cultural events or 
entertainment <tAe Edinburgh > 3 gaiety, conviviality 
festive /festiv/ adj 1 of or suitable for a feast or festival 2 joyous, gay 
[L festivus, fr festum] - festively adv, festivenesa n 
festivity /fe’stivati/ n 1 festival I 2 festive activity - often pi with 
sing meaning [festive ♦ -ity] 

’festoon /fe'stoohn/ n a decorative chain or stnp hanging between 2 
points; also a carved, moulded, or painted ornament representing this 
Cj*" architecture [F feston, fr It festone, fr festa festival, fr L - more 
at ffastJ 

"festoon vt 1 to hang or form festoons on 2 to cover profusely and usu 
gaily 

festschrift Aest,shnft/ ji. pi featachriften /-t(3)n/, featachrifta often 
cap a volume of wntings by vanous authors presented as a tnbutc or 
memonal, esp to a scholar [G, fr fest festival, celebration + schnft 
writing] 

fete Aeta, ‘fetah/ n a firm white Greek cheese made of sheep’s or goat's 
milk and cured in bnne [NGk {tyii) pheta, fr tyn cheese ♦ pheta slice, 
fr It fetta] 

fetal /feet]/ adj foetal 

.’fetch /fech/ vt 1 to go or come after and bnng or take back 2a to cause 
to come; bnng b to produce as profit or retuaa, realize 3 to reach by 
sailing, esp against the wind or tide and without having to tack 4 to strike 
or deal (a blow, slap, etc) <-^ed him one in the face} - infml — vj 1 to 
go after sthg and bnng it back 2 to take a roundabout way 3 to hold 
course on a body of water [ME fecchen, fr OE fetian, feccan-, akin to OE 
fot fool - more at foot] - fetcher n 

"fetch n 1 the distance along open water or land over which the wind 
blows 2 the distance traversed by waves without obstruction 
fetching Aechmg/ adj attractive, becoming - fetchingly adv 
fetch up vf 1 to bnng up or out; produce 2 to bnng to a stop 3 to vomit 
^ VI to come to a specified standstill, stopping place, or result, arrive USE 
infml 

’fete, fete /fayt, fet/ /i 1 a festival 2 Br a usu outdoor bazaar or other 
entertainment held esp to raise money for a particular purpose [F fke, 
fr OF feste - more at feast] 

"fete, fSte vt to honour or commemorate (sby or sthg) with a fete or other 
ceremony 

fftte chempfttre /shom'pet(ra) (Fr fa Japntr)/ n, pi fbtea champ^tres 
/^/ an outdoor entertainment [F, lit , rural festival] 
fetid, foetid /'feetid/ adj having a heavy offensive smell; stinking [ME 
fetid, fr L foetidus, fr foetere to stink, akin to L fumus smoke - more at 
fume] - fetidly adv, fetidness n 

fetish also fetich /fetish/ n 1 an object beli^ed among a pnmitive 
people to have magical power; broadly a material object regarded with 
superstitious trust or reverence 2 an object of! irrational reverence or 
obsessive devotion 3 an object or bodily part whose presence in reality 
or fantasy is psychologically necessary for .sexual gratification [F ft Pg; 
F fetiche, fr Pg feitigo, fr feitigo artificial, false, fr L facticius facti- 
tious] 

fwtichism aJfo fetichism /fetishiz(3)m/ n 1 belief in magical fetishes 2 
the displi^cement of erotic interest and satisfaction to a fetish - fetishist 
JI, fetishiidc /-'shistik/ adj 

fetlock /fet,lok/ n 1 a projection bearing a tuft of hair on the back of 
the leg above the hoof of an animal of ^ horse family 2 the joint of the 
limb or tuft ofhair at the fetlock USE^^ anatomy [ME /7f/ok, /ef/ak; 
akin to OE fot foot] 
foto- also fed- comb form foeto- 
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fetor /Tect^, -taw/ n a strong offensive smell; a stink - fml (ME fetoure. 
fr L factor, fr focterc] 

'fetter /TeU/ n 1 a shackle for the feet 2 sthg that confines, a restraint 

- usu pi with sing meaning [ME feter, fr OE; akin to OE fot foot] 
‘fetter vt l to put fetters on 2 to bind (as lO with fetters, shackle, 

restrain 

'fettle /'fetl/ vt fettling /'fetling/ 1 to line with fettling 2 to tnm the 
rough joints or edges of (e g unfired pottery or a metal casting) [ME fcticn 
to shape, prepare, prob akin to OE fxt vessel * more at vai] 

‘fettle n a slate of physical or mental fitness or order, condition <^in 
fine 

fettling /'fetling/ n loose material (e g ore or sand) thrown on the hearth 
of a furnace to protect it [fr gerund of 'fettle] 

fettuccine /.feta'cheem/ n pi but sing or pi m const r tagliatellc [It. pi 
of fettuccina, dim of fettuccia small slice, ribbon, dim of fetta slice] 
fetus /'feetas/ n a foetus 

feu /fyooh/ n, Scot (land held under) a perpetual lease for a fixed rent 
[ME (Sc), fr MF fe. fief - more at fffJ 
feud /fyoohd/ n a lasting state of hostilities, esp between families or clans, 
marked by violent attacks for the purpose of revenge [alter of ME fetdc, 
fr MF, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG fehida hostility, feud, OE fah hostile 

- more at fof] - feud vi 

feudal /'fyoohdl/ adj of feudalism or a medieval fee, alscy suggestive of 
feudalism (e g in servility) [ML feodalis, feudalis, fr feodum, feudum fee, 
fief, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG fihu cattle - more at fek] - feudally adv. 
feudalize vt, feudalization /-ic'/aysh(a)n/ n 
'feudal.ism /-,i7(a)m/ n a medieval system of political organization 
involving the relationship of lord to vassal with all land held in fee, 
homage, the ,'.<*rvire of tenants under arms and in court, wardship, and 
forfeiture - feudalist n, feudalistic /-‘istik/ adj 
feudality /fyooh'dabti/ n 1 being feudal 2 a feudal holding 
feudatory /'fyoohdat(a)n/ adj 1 owing feudal allegiance 2 under a 
foreign overlord (ML feudatonus, fr feudatus, pp of feudare to enfeoff, 
fr feudum] 

'fever /'feeva/ n 1 (any of vanous diseases charactenzed by) a rise of body 
temperature above the normal 2a a state of intense emotion or activity 
<//i a of impatience^ b a contagious usu transient enthusiasm, a craze 
(football -- raged throughout the world} [ME, fr OE refer, fr L febns, 
akin to L fovere to warm] 

‘fever vt to throw into a fever, agitate 

feverfew /'feeva.fyooh/ n a perennial European composite plant [ME, 
fr (assumed) AF tevrefue, fr LL febnfugia centaury - more at ffbri 
fugl] 

feverish /'feevansh/ also feverous /-ras/ adj la having the symptoms 
of a fever b indicating, relating to. or caused by (a) fever c tending to 
cause or infect with fever 2 marked by intense emotion, activity, or 
instability - feverishly adv, feverishness n, feverously adv 
'fever .pitch n a state of intense excitement and agitation (raised the 
crowd to ~ > 

'few /fyooh/ adj 1 amounting to only a small number (one of his - 
pleasures} 2 at least some though not many ~ * a ^a good ^ 
dnnks} (caught a ^ more fish} [ME fewe, pron & adj, fr OE fcawa, akin 
to OHG fo little, L paucus little, pauper poor, Gk paid-, pais child, Skt 
putra son] - fewness n 

‘few n pi in constr 1 not many were present} (all the ^ that 
remained} of his stones were true} 2 at least some though not many 

- + a (a ^ of them} 3 a select or exclusive group of people, an elite 
(the ^} 

'fewer /'fyooh-a/ n pi in constr a smaller number of people or things 
‘fewer adj, comparative of few 

fey /fay/ adj la able to sec into the future b marked by an otherworldly 
and irresponsible air 2 chiefly Scot a fated to die; doomed b marked by 
an excited or elated slate [ME feye doomed, fr OE fxge, akin to OHG 
feigi fey, & perh to OE fah hostile, outlawed - more at fof] - fey- 
ness n 

fez /fez/ n, pi also -z- a bnmless hat shaped like a truncated cone, 
usu red and with a tassel, which is worn by men in southern and eastern 
Mediterranean countnes garment [F, fr Fez, city in Morocco] 
f ianc^t fern fUmcM /fi'onsay/ n sby engaged to be marned [F. fr MF, 
fr pp of fiancer to promise, betroth, fr OF Ftancier, fr fiance promise, trust, 
fr Her to trust, fr (assumed) VL fidare, alter of L fidere - more at 
bide] 

fiasco /fi'askoh/ n, pi flascoes a complete and ignominious failure [F, 
fr It. lit , bottle, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG flaska bottle] 
fiat /Tie-at, -at/ n an authoritative and oflen arbitrary order; a decree 


(government by '^} [L, let it be done, fr fien to become, be done - more 
at iih] 

fib /fib/ VI or n -bb- (to tell) a tnvial or childish lie ~ infml [n perh by 
shortening & alter fr fable-, vb fr n] - fibber n 
Fibonacci number /feeba'nahchi/ n a number in the Fibonacci 
sequence 0, I, 1. 2, 3, S, 8, 13, 21, . . [Leonardo Fibonacci fab 1250 It 
mathematician] 

.Fibo.nacci 'sequence n an infinite sequence of integers in which every 
term after the second is the sum of the 2 preceding terms number 
[ l.,eonardo Fibonacci] 

fibr- /fiebr-/, fibro- comb form fibre, fibrous tissue <fibroid>, fibrous and 
<fibrova.scu/ar> [L fibra] 

fibre, NAm chiefly fiber /'ficba/ n la an elongated tapenng supportive 
thick-walled plant cell b(l) nerve 2 (2) any of the filaments composing 
most of the intercellular matrix of connective tissue ( 3 ) any of the 
elongated contractile cells of muscle tissue c a slender natural or 
man-made thread or filament (e g of wool, cotton, or asbestos) 2 matenal 
made of fibres 3 essential structure or character (the very ^ of his 
being}, also strength, fortitude (a man of great moral ^ > [F fibre, fr L 
nbra] 

'fibre, board /-.bawd/ n a matenal made by compressing fibres (e g of 
wood) into stiff boards 

'fibre, glass /-.glahs/ n 1 glass in fibrous form used in making vanous 
products (eg textiles and insulation matenals) 2 a combination of 
synthetic resins and fibreglass 

.fibre 'optics n pi but sing in constr the use of very thin (bundles oO glass 
or plastic fibres that transmit light throughout iheirjength by internal 
reflections for bending light or seeing round comers tfi ecommuni 
cAiiuN. lELLvisiON - fibrc-optic 

‘fibre, scope /'fieb3.skohp/ n a flexible instrument using fibre optics for 
examining inaccessible areas (eg the lining of the stomach) 
fibril /‘fiebni. 'fibnl/ n a small filament or fibre [NL fibnlla, dim of L 
fibra] - fibrillar adj, fibrillose /-lohs/ adj, fibrilliform /-'brili.fawm/ 
adj 

fibrillation /,fibn'laysh(a)n/ n 1 the forming of fibres or fibrils 2 very 
rapid irregular contractions of muscle fibres (of the heart resulting in a 
lack of synchronization between heartbeat and pulse) - fibrillate 
/-layt/ vb 

fibrin /'fiebnn/ n a fibrous protein formed from fibnnogen by the action 
of thrombin, esp in the clotting of blood - fibrinous adj 
fibrinogen /fie'bnnaj(3)n/ n a (bUx>d plasma) protein that is produced 
in the liver and is converted into fibrin dunng clotting of blood [ISV] 
fibrinolysin /.fiebnnoh'liesin, .fiebiml'iesin/ n 1 plasmin 2 strepto- 
kinase [ISV] 

fibro /'fiebroh/ n. pi fibres Austr (a building made from) a mixture of 
asbestos and cement [short for fibro-cement] 

fibroblast /'fiebra, blast, 'fi-/ n a cell giving nsc to connective tissue 
[ISV] - fibroblastic /-'blastik/ adj 

'fibroid /'fiebroyd/ adj resembling, forming, or consisting of fibrous 
tissue 

‘fibroid n a benign tumour made up of fibrous and muscular tissue that 
occurs esp in the utenne wall 

fibroin /’fiebroh in/ n an insoluble protein compnsing the filaments of 
the raw silk fibre [F fibroine, fr fibr- ♦ -me -in] 
fibroma /fic'brohma/ n. pi fibromas also fibromata /-mala/ a benign 
tumour consisting mainly of fibrous tissue - fibromatous /-matas/ adj 
fibrosis /fie'brohsis/ n the abnormal increase of interstitial fibrous tissue 
in an organ or part of the body [NLJ - fibrotic /-'brotik/ adj 
fibrositis /.fiebra'siaias/ n a painful muscular condition prob resulting 
from inflammation of fibrous tissue (e g muscle sheaths) [NL, fr fibrosus 
fibrous, fr ISV fihnms] 

fibrous /*fiebras/ adj la containing, consisting of, or resembling fibres 
b charactenzed by fibrosis c capable of being separated into fibres (a ^ 
mineral} 2 lough, stringy [F fibreux, fr fibre fibre, fr L fibra] ~ fibrously 
adv, fibrousness n 

fibula /'fibyoola/ n. pi fibulae /-li/, fibulas 1 an ornamented clasp used 
esp by the ancient Greeks and Romans 2 the (smaller) outer of the 2 
bones of the hind Jimb of higher vertebrates between the knee and ankle 
- compare tibia ANATOMY [L] - fibular adj 
-fic /-fik/ suffix ( - adj) making; causing (hornfic} (pacdic} [MF & L, 
MF -fique, fr L -ficus, fr facere to make - more at ’do] 

-fication /-fi'kaysh(a)n/ comb form ( - n) action, production 
<re/fication> </o///fication> [ME -ficacioun, fr MF A L. MF -fication, fr 
L -fication-, -ficatio, fr -ficatus, pp ending of verbs ending in -ficare to 
make, fr -ficus] 
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fiche /feesh/ n, pi fkhe also flcliM a microfiche 
fichu Aeeshooh (fr fijy)/ n a woman’s light triangular scarf draped over 
the shoulders and fastened at the bosom [F, fr pp of ficher to stick in» 
throw on, fr (assumed) VL figtcare, fr L figcre to fasten, pierce - more 
at dyke] 

ficin /Ties(a)n/ n an enzyme that breaks down protein and is obtained 
from the latex of fig trees [L Hcus fig] 
fickle /*fikl/ adj lacking steadfastness or constancy, capricious [ME fikel 
deceitful, mconstant, fr 0£ ficol deceitful; akin to OE bcTtaan to deceive, 
L pigen to irk. St prob to OE fib hostile - more at foe] - fickle- 

fictite /Tiktiel/ adj 1 moulded into shape by a potter 2 of or relating to 
pottery [L fietJis moulded of clay, fr fictus] 

fiction ^riksh(9)n/ n la sthg invented by the imagination; specif an 
invented story ^distinguish fact from ^ > b literature (e g novels or short 
stones) describmg imaginary people and events 2 an assumption of a 
possibility as a fact, irrespective of the question of its truth <a legal ^ > 
3 the action of feigning or creating with the imagination [ME ficcioun, 
fr MF fiction, fr L fiction-, fictio act of fashioning, fiction, tr fictus, pp 
of fingere to shape, fashion, feign - more at dough] - fietionist n. Actional 
adj, ActioBally adv, Actionality /-'alati/ n, Actionalize vt, ActlonaliaaAon 
/-’zaysh(9)n/ n 

fictitious /fik’tishas/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of fiction 2 of a name false, 
assumed 3 not genuinely felt; feigned [L ficticius artificial, feigned, fr 
fictus] - Actitlonsly adv, fictitiousiiesa n 

fictivo /fiktiv/ adj 1 fictitious 3 2 (capable) of imaginative creation 

- Actively adv 

fid /fid/ n a tapering wooden pin used in opening the strands of a rope 
for splicing [origin unknown] 

-fid AAd/ comb form (-* adj) divided into (such or so many) parts 
<bfrid> (pinnatfiidy [L -fidus, fr findere to split - more at bite] 
'fiddle /'fidl/ n 1 a violin 2 a device to keep objects from sliding off a 
table on board ship 3 fiddlesticks - used as an inteijection; infml 4 Br 
a dishonest practice; a swindle - infml 5 Br an activity involving intncate 
manipulation <a bit of a ^ to get all these wires back in place} - infml 
(ME fidel, fr OF fithele, prob fr ML vitula] 

^fiddle v6 Addling /fidling, Tidl ing/ vi 1 to play on a fiddle 2a to move 
the hands or fingers restlessly b to spend time in aimless or fruitless 
activity * often + about or around ^vt I Br to falsify (e g accounts), esp 
so as to gam financial advantage 2 Br to get or contnve by cheating or 
deception <-^d an exm 10 pounds on his expenses} USE{vi2A vt) infml 

- Addler n - Addle with to tamper or meddle with - infml 
’fiddle-.faddic /.fadl/ n nonsense - often used as an mteijection; infml 

[redupl of fiddle (fiddlesticks)] 

'f iddlc.head /-Jied/ n ornamentation on a ship’s bow curved like a scroll 
[fr the resemblance to the scroll at the head of a violin] 
fiddlar ,crab /'fidta/ n a burrowing crab of which the male has 1 claw 
much enlarged [fr the position in which the enlarged claw is held, 
resembling the angle of a violinist’s arm] 

fiddlaaticka/'fidi,stiks/n pi nonsense - used as an mteijection, infml 
[fkkikstick (violin bow); fr its small value compared with the fiddle 
itself] 

fiddling /Tidling/ adj trifling, petty (jnade some ^ excuse} 
fiddly /'fidli/ adj, Br 1 fiddling 2 finicky USE infml 
fldeiam /'feeday,iz(3)fn/ n reliance on faith rather than reason, esp in 
metaphysics [prob fr F fidiisme, fr L fides faith] - Adeist n, Adeistic 
/•'istik/ adj 

fidelity /fi'debti/ n la the quality or state of being faithful; loyalty b 
accuracy in details; exactness 2 the degree of similarity between some 
reproduced (e g recorded) material and its original source [ME fidelite, 
fr MF fidelite, fr L fidelitat-, fidelitas, fr fidelis faithful, fr fides faith] 
'f idgut /lijit/ n 1 uneasiness or restlessness shown by nervous movements 

- usu pi with sing, meaning 2 sby who fidgets USE infml [irreg fr fidge 
to Ad^, prob alter, of E dial, fitch, fr ME fichen] 

f idgut vb to (cause to) move or act restlessly or nervously - Adgety 
a4l 

fidueial /fi'dyoohsb(y>»l/ adj 1 taken as a standard of reference <j ^ 
mark} 2 founded on faith or trust 3 having the nature of a trust - 

AdodtUy adv 

fiduciary /fi'dyoohshari/ adj fiducial 3 [L fiducianus, fr fiducia 
confidence, trust, fr fidere] 

fla /fie/ intetj, archaic - used to express disgust or shock [ME fi, 
frOF] 

flaf /feei/ ii 1 a feudal estate 2 sthg over which one has nghu or exercises 
control <a poUttaan's ^} [F - more at fee] - ficfdoni /-d(a)m/ n 


'fiald /feeld/ n la an (enclosed) area of land free of woods and buildings 
(used for cultivation or pasture) b an area of land containing a natural 
resource (coal ^ > c (the place where) a battle is fought; also a battle d 
a large unbroken expanse (e g of ice) 2a an area or division of an activity 
<a lawyer eminent m his -^} b the sphere of practical operation outside 
a place of work (eg a laboratory) geologists working m the 
research} e an area in which troops are operating (e g in an exercise or 
theatre of war) d(l) an area constructed, equipped, or marked for sports 
(2) the part of a sports area enclosed by the running track and used for 
athletic field events 3 a space on which sthg is drawn or projected, esp 
the surface, esp a shield, on which a coat of arms is displayed 4 the 
participants in a sports activity, esp with the exception of the favounte 
or winner 5a a set of mathematical elements that is closed under 2 binary 
operations, the second of which is distributive relative to the first, and that 
IS a commutative group under the first operation and also under the 
second if the identity element under the first is omitted b a region in 
which a mathematical quantity (e g a scalar or vector) is associated with 
every point c a region or space in which a given effect (e g magnetism) 
exists 6 also field of view the area visible through the lens of an optical 
instrument [ME, fr OE feld, akin to OHG feld field, OE fibr floor] 
Afield vt la to stop and pick up (a batted ball) b to deal with by giving 
an impromptu answer (the Minister ^ ed the reporters’ questions} 2 to 
put into the field of play or battle < ^ a team} ^ vi to play as a fielder 
in cncket, baseball, etc 

field artillery n artillery, other than antiaircraft or antitank guns, used 
in the field 

‘field .day n la a day for military exercises or manoeuvres b an outdoor 
meeting or social gathering 2 a time of unusual pleasure and unrestrained 
action (the newspaper had a with the scandal} 
fielder /‘feeldd/ n any of the players whose job is to field the ball (e g in 
cncket) pFiELD + *-er] 

'field .event n an athletic event (e g discus, javelin, or jumping) other 
than a race - compare track event 
'fieldfare /-.fe^/ n a medium-sized Eurasian thrush with an ash-coloured 
head and chestnut wings [ME feldefare, fr OE feldeware, fr feld ^ -ware 
dweller] 

•'field .glasses n pi an optical instrument usu consisting of 2 telescopes 
on a single frame with a focussing device m 
'field .goal n a goal in basketball made while the ball is in play 
'field .hockey n, ctwfiy NAm hockey 1 

field marshal n rank 

'field .mouse n any of vanous mice or voles that inhabit fields 
field mushroom n the common edible mushroom that is an aganc 
'field .officer n a commissioned army officer of the rank of colonel, 
lieutenant colonel, or major 
.field of 'view n f ield 7 

fieldsman /'feeidzmsn/ n, pi fieldsmen /-man/ a fielder 
field sport n an open-air sport (e g hunting or shooting) involving the 
pursuit of animals 

field theory n a detailed mathematical descnption of the assumed 
physical properties of a region under some influence (c g gravitation) 
'field .trip n a visit made by students for firsthand observation (e g to a 
farm or museum) 

'field.work /-.wuhk/ n 1 a temporary fortification in the field 2 work 
done in the field (e g by students) to gam practical expenence through 
firsthand observation 3 the gathenng of data m anthropology, sociology, 
etc through the observation or interviewing of subjects in the field - 
field-worker n 

fiend /feend/ n la devil 1 b a demon c a person of great wickedness 
or cruelty 2 sby excessively devoted to a specified activity or thing; a 
fanatic, devotee (a golf ><a fresh-air ^ > 3pne who uses immoderate 
quantities of sthg (specified), an addict (a dd^ ^ > 4 sby remarkably 
clever at a specified activity; wizard 2(a ^ $t arithmetic} USE (2 A 
4) infml [ME, fr OE fiend’, akin to OHG fiant enemy, Skt piyant hostile 
(fr piyati he abuses, shows hostility towards)] 

fiendish Aeendish/ adj 1 perversely diabo^l 2 extremely cruel or 
wicked 3 excessively bad, unpleasant, or difficult - Aeadiahly adv, 
AeadlahoMS n 

fierce /tias/ adj 1 violently hostile or aggressive; combative, pugnacious 
2a lacking restraint or control; violent, heated (a argument} b 
extremely intense or severe pain} 3 furiously active or determined 
(make a ^ effort} 4 wild or menacing in appearance [ME fiers, fr OF, 
fr L ferns wild, savage; akin to Gk ther wild animal] - fiercely adv, 
flerceacaa n 

fiery /fie*ari/ atjj la consisting of fire b burning, blazing <<« cross} c 
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liable to catch fire or explode 2 very hot <a ^ chilli sauce} 3 of the colour 
of fire; esp red 4a full of or exuding strong emotion or spirit, passionate 
(a speech) b easily provoked, irascible ^ temper) 5 of a cncket 
pitch allowing the bowled ball to bounce dangerously high and fast [ME. 
fr fire. Her fire] - fierily adv, fieriness n 
fiesta /fi'esta/ n a saint’s day in Spain and Latin Amenca. often 
celebrated with processions and dances [Sp, fr L festa - more at 
I- east] 

fife /fief/ n a small flute used chiefly to accompany the drum [G pfeife 
pipe, fife, fr OHG pfifa - more at pipe] 
fifteen /fifteen/ n 1 number 2 the fifteenth in a set or senes 3 
sing or pi in constr sthg having 1 5 parts or members or a denomination 
of 15, esp a Rugby Union football team [ME fiftene, adj, fr OE ftftene, 
fr ///five + tien, ten ten] ~ fifteen adj or pron, fifteenth /-'teenth/ adj 
or n 

fifth /fith, a/so fifth/ n I number 2a (the combination of 2 notes 
at) a musical interval of 5 diatonic degrees b dominani 2 [ME fifte, 
fifthe, adj & n, fr OE fifla (akin to OUG fimflo, flnfto, ON fimmti), fr 
T/ffive + -ta -th - more at rivr] - fifth adj or adv, fifthly adv 
.fifth 'column n a group within a nation or faction that sympathizes with 
and works secretly for an enemy or nval [name applied to rebel sympa- 
thizers in Madnd in 1936 when four rebel columns were advancing on the 
city] - fifth columnist n 

fifth wheel n a horizontal wheel above the front axle of a carnage 
enabling it to be steered without tipping, also a similar coupling between 
tractor and trailer of an articulated lorry 

fifty /Tifli/ n 1 -jf number 2 pi the numbers 50 to 59, specif a range 
of temperatures, ages, or dates within a century charactenzed by those 
numbe/s ‘['Mr. fr flOy, adj, fr OF fiftig, fr fiftig, n, group of 50, fr fiffwc 
t -tig group of ten - more at LKiHiv] - fiftieth Ailh/ adj or n, fifty adj 
or pron, fiftyfold /- .fohid/ adj or adv 
’.fifty-fifty adv evenly, equally (they shared the money ^) 
*fifty-fifty adj half favourable and half unfavourable, even <a - 
chance) 

'fig /fig/ n 1 (any of a genus of trees that bear) a many-seeded fleshy usu 
pear-shaped or oblong edible fruit 2 a contemptibly worthless tnfle <not 
worth a > (ME fige, fr 0¥, fr OProv figa, fr (assumed) VL flea, fr L 
ficus fig tree, fig] 

*fig n dress, array (in full Regency - The Listener) [fig (to adorn), var 
of obs fcague (to whip), prob fr G fegen to sweep, burnish] 

'fight /fiet/ vb fought /fawt/ vi la to contend m battle or physical 
combat, esp to strive to overcome a person by blows or weapons b 'box 
2 to strive, struggle mg for his life) ^ vt la(l) to contend against (as 
lO m battle or physical combat (2) to engage in a boxing match with b 
to attempt to prevent the 5 uccc*ss, cfreclivcness, or development of (ihe 
company fought the strike for months) 2a to wage a war) b to take 
part in (a boxing match) c to stand as a Ccindidale for (e g a constituency) 
in an election 3 to struggle to endure or surmount (he fought hts illness 
for a year before he died) 4a to make (one’s way) by fighting b to resolve 
or control by fighting - t out or down <|fought down her fear) [ME 
Tighten, fr OE feohtan, akin to OHG fehtan to fight, L pectere to comb 
- more at eei ] - fight shy of to avoid facing or meeting 
‘fight n la an act of fighting, a battle, combat b a boxing match c a verbal 
disagreement; an argument 2 a usu protracted struggle for an objective 
(a - for Justice) 3 strength or disposition for fighting, pugnacity (still 
full of ) 

fight back vi to struggle to recover from a losing or disadvantageous 
position, resist - fightback n 

fighter /Tieta/ n la a pugnacious or boldly dclermin individual b 
'boxer 2 a fast manoeuvrable aeroplane designed to destroy enemy 
aircraft ['eight f ’-er] 

fighting chance n a small chance that may be realized through struggle 
(a ^ of getting to the finaf) 
fight off vt to ward off (as lO by fighting, repel 
fight out vt to settle (e g an argument) by fighting - esp in fight it 
out 

figment /'figmant/ n sthg fabncaled or imagined (a - of the author's 
imagination) (ME, fr L tlgmentum, fr fingere to shape - more at 
dough] 

figural /Tig(y)9r3l/ adj of, concerning, or containing human or animal 
figures 

figurant /'fig(y)9rant/, fern figurante /-'ront/ n a ballet dancer who 
dances only in a group [F, fr prp of figurer to figure, represent] 
figuration /,figyoo'raysh(9)n/ n 1 the creation or representation of an 


esp allegoncal or symbolic figure 2 a form, outline 3 ornamentation of 
a musical passage by using musical figures 

figurative /Tigyoorativ/ adj la representing by a figure or likeness; 
emblematic b representational sculpture) 2 charactenzed by or 
using figures of speech, esp metaphor - figuratively adv, figurative- 
ness n 

'figure /'figa/ n la an (Arabic) number symbol (a salary running into 6 
^s> bpi anthmetical calculations (good at -s> c a wntten or pnnted 
character d value, esp as expressed in numbers (the house sold at a low 
^ > 2 bodily shape or form, esp of a person (a slender ^ > 3a the graphic 
representation of an esp human form b a diagram or pictorial illustration 
in a text c a geometneal diagram or shape 4 an intent4onal deviation from 
the usual form or syntactic relation of words 5 the form of a syllogism 
with respect to the position of the middle term 6 an often repetitive 
pattern in a manufactured article (e g cloth) or natural substance (e g 
wood) 7 an appearance made, a usu favourable impression produced (the 
couple cut quite a ^ > 8a a senes of movements in a dance b an outline 
representation of a form traced by a senes of evolutions (e g by a skater 
on an ice surface) 9 a personage, personality (great political — s> 10 a 
short musical phrase [ME, fr OF, fr L figura, fr fingere] 

‘figure vt 1 to represent (as lO by a figure or outline, portray 2a to 
decorate with a pattern b to wnte figures over or under (the bass) in order 
to indicate the accompanying chords 3 to indicate or represent by 
numerals 4a to calculate b chiefly NAm to conclude, decide (he d 
there was no use in further effort) c chiefly NAm to regard, consider vi 

1 to take an esp important or conspicuous part - often * in 2 to calculate 
3 to seem reasonable or expected - infml; esp in that figures - figurer n 
- figure on NAm to take into consideration (e g in planning) <figure on 
$50 a month extra income) 

figured /'figad/ adj 1 represented, portrayed 2 adorned with or formed 
into a figure <-- muslin) (^ wood) 3 indicated by figures 
figured bass n a continuo 
.figure 'eight n. chiefly NAm figure oe eight 
'figure.head /-,hed/ n 1 an ornamental carved figure on a ship’s bow 

2 a head or chief in name only 

.figure of 'eight n sthg (e g a skater’s figure) resembling the Arabic 
numeral 8 in form or shape 

.figure of 'speech n a form of expression (e g a hyperbole or metaphor) 
used to convey meaning or heighten effect 
figure out vt 1 to discover, determine (try to figure out a solution) 2 
to solve, fathom (I just can't figure him out) 

'figure .skating n skating in which the skater outlines distinctive 
t ircular patterns based on the figure eight 
figurine /figyoo'reen, '— / n a statuette [F, fr It figunna, dim of figura 
fR'irc, fr L] 

figwort /’fig.wuht/ n any of a genus of chiefly herbaceous plants with an 
irregular 2-lipped corolla ['fig (piles) ♦ 'wort, fr its supposed ability to 
cure piles] 

Fijian /fce'jee an/ n 1 a member of the Melanesian people of the Fiji 
islands 2 the language of the Fijians language [Fiji Islands. SW 
Pacific] - Fijian adj 

fil /fil/ n (a note or com rcpresentingj_a money unit used by vanous Arab 
countnes and usu worth '/,ooo dinar nationality [back-formation 
fi Ar fils (taken as pi)] 

filament /'fibmont/ n a single thread or a thin flexible threadlike object 
or part e g a a slender conductor (e g in an electnc light bulb) made 
incandescent by the passage of an electnc current; specif such a conductor 
that heats the cathode of a thermionic device b an elongated thin senes 
of attached cells or a very long thin cylmdneal single cell (e g of some 
algae, fungi, or bactena) c the anther-beanng stalk of a stamen 
PLANT [MF, fr ML filamentum, fr LL filare to spin - more at 'file] - 
filamentary /-'mentsn/ adj, filamentous /-‘mentas/ adj 
filaria /fi’lean a/ n, pi filariae /-n.ee/ any of numerous threadlike 
nematode worms that usu develop in biting insects and are parasites in 
the blood or tissues of mammals when adult [NL. fr L filum] - filarial 
adj, filariid /-n.id/ adj or n 

filariasis /.fib'ne-asis, fi.lean'aysis/ n, pi filariases /-seez/ infestation 
with or disease (e g elephantiasis) caused by filanal worms [NL] 
filature /’filacha/ n (a factory for) the reeling of silk from cocoons (F, 
fr LL filatus, pp of filare] 

filbert /'filbst/ n (the sweet thick-shelled nut oO either of 2 European 
hazels [ME, fr AF philber, fr St Philibert t684 Frankish abbot whose 
feast day falls in the nutting season] 

filch /filch/ vt to steal (sthg of small value); pilfer [ME fikhen] 

'file /fiel/ n a tool, usu of hardened steel, with many cutting ridges for 
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slMping or smoothing objects or surfaces [ME, fr OE ieoi\ akin to OHG 
m file] 

*fil« vt to rub, smooth, or cut away (as iO with a file 

1 to arrange in order (e g alphabetically) for preservation and 
reference 2 to submit or record officially j lawsuit^ ^ vi to place 
Items, esp papers, in a file [ME Hkn, fr MF flier to string documents on 
a string or wire, fr fil thread, fr L filum] 

*fil# o 1 a folder, cabinet, etc in which papers are kept in order 2 a 
collection of papers or publications on a subject, usu arranged or classi- 
fied 

*fito Ji 1 a row of people, anunals, or things arranged one behind the other 
2 any of the rows of squares that extend across a chessboard from white's 
side to black's side [MF, fr filer to spin, fr LL filMre, fr L filum] 

■fil* vi to march or proceed in file 

filefish /'fiel.fish/ n any of various bony fishes with rough granular 
leathery skins ['file + '/fob] 

ilwt /Ulit, Tilay/ n a lace with a square mesh and geometnc designs [F. 
lit., net] 

■filet a. chiefly NAm a fillet 

fill* /fili-/, flio* comb form thread <rili/brm> [L filum] 
filial /Yili*al, -yal/ adj 1 of or befitting a son or daughter, esp in his/her 
relationship to a parent <~ obedience') 1 having or assuming the relation 
of a child or offspnng [ME, fr LL filialis, fr L filius son - more at 
feminine] - filially adv 

filial ganaration n a generation in a breeding experiment that is 
successive to a parental generation 

filiation /.fili'aysh(9)n/ n la filial relationship, esp of a son to his father 
b the adjudication of a child's paternity 2 an offshoot or branch (e g of 
a culture or language) 3 descent or denvation, esp from a culture or 

language 

filibeg, fllUbeg, pUlibeg /Tilibeg/ n a kilt [ScOael fetJe-beag, fr feileadh 
kilt i beag little] 

filibuttar /'fili.busta/ w or n, chiefly NAm (to engage in) the use of 
extreme delaying tactics in a legislative assembly [n Sp fihbustero, lit., 
freebooter; vb fr n] 

filigree /fiUgree/ vt or n (to decorate with) a ornamental openwork of 
delicate or intricate design b a pattern or design resembling such 
openwork <a ^ of frost on a window') [n F ftligrane, fr It fihgrana, fr 
L filum + granum grain; vb fr n] 

filing /Tiding/ n a usu metal fragment nibbed off in filing - usu pi 
(Jron -^s> 

filioqua /Tili,ok/ n the affirmation, added to the Nicene Creed in the 
Western liturgy and rejected by the Eastern church, that the Holy Spint 
proceeds from the Son as well as from the Father [LL. and from the 
Son] 

FilllMno /.fih'peenoh/ n. pi Filipinos a native or inhabitant of the 
Philippine islands [Sp. fr (Islas) Filipinas Philippine Islands] - Filipino 
adj 

*f III /fil/ vt la to put into as much as can be held or conveniently contained 
a cup with water) b to supply with a full complement <the class is 
already ^ed> c(l) to cause to swell or billow <wind ^ed the sails) (2) 
to trim (a sail) to catch the wind d to repair the cavities of (a tooth) e 
to stop up; obstruct, plug 2a to feed, satiate b to satisfy, fulfil <^s all 
requirements) 3a to occupy the whole of (jsthoke « ed the room) b to 
spread through 4a to possess and perform the duties of; hold an 
office) b to place a person in a vacancy) ^ vi to become full [ME 
/fjfeo. fir OE fyllan\ akin to OE full] - fill somebody’s shoes to take over 
iby's job. position, or responsibilities - fill the bill to suffice 
■fW n la the quantity need^ to fill sthg <s ^ of pipe tobacco); esp as much 
as one can eat or drink (pat your ~ > b as much as one can bear </ Ve 
bad my ^ of them for today) 2 material used to fill a receptacle, cavity, 
passage, or low place 

*fillar /Tib/ Ala substance added to a product (e g to increase bulk or 
streitgth) 3 a composition or material u^ to fill holes before painting 
or varnishing 3 a piece (e g a plate) used to cover or fill a space between 
2 parts of a structure [‘fill + ^-er] 

■fUl^ a, p! fiUers, filler Hungary at nationality [Hung fillfr] 
■fillet, chiefly NAm filet f(i\it/ a 1 a ribbon or narrow strip of material 
used esp as a headband 2a a thin narrow strip of material b^^ fleshy 
boncleis piece of meat cut from the hind loin or upper hind leg meat 

CO > kxif slioe of bonelesa fish 3a a junction in which the interior angle 
is rounded off or partly filled in b a usu triangubr piece that partly fills 
such an interior 4 a narrow flatj|rchitectural moulding; esp the raised 
band between 2 flutes in a shaft architecture [ME filet, fr MF. 
diBL of /!/ thread - more at ’piu] 


■fillet vt 1 to bind, provide, or adorn (as iQ with a fillet 2a to cut (meat 
or fish) into fillets b to remove the bones from (esp fish) 3 to remove 
inessential parts from 
fillibag /Tillbeg/ n a filibeg 

fill in vt 1 to give necessary or recently acquired information to (friends 
filled him in on the latest gossip) 2 to add what is necessary to complete; 
MAKE OUT 2 <fill in this form, please) 3 to enrich (e g a design) with detail 
^ vi to take sby's place, usu temporarily; substitute (he often filled in in 
emergencies) 

filling /'filing/ n 1 sthg used to fill a cavity, container, or depression (a 
for a tooth) 2 a fo^ mixture used to fill cakes, sandwiches, etc 3 
chiefly NAm weft 

'filling .station n a retail establishment for selling fuel, oil, etc to 
motorists 

’fillip /Tilip/ A sthg that arouses or boosts, a stimulus (this should give a 
^ to sales) [prob imit, ong sense, a blow or gesture made by flipping a 
finger away from the thumb] 

■fillip vt to stimulate 

fill out vi to put on flesh ^ vt , chiefly NAm fii i in 2 
filly /'fill/ Ala young female horse, usu of less than 4 years 2 a young 
woman, a girl - infml [ME fyly, fr ON fylja, akin to OE fola foal] 
’film /film/ A la a thin skin or membranous covenng b (dimness of sight 
resulting from) an abnormal growth on or in the eye 2a a thin layer or 
covenng (a ^ of ice on the pond) b(l) a thin flexible transparent sheet 
(e g of plastic) used as a wrapping (2) a roll or stnp of cellulose acetate 
or cellulose ^ate coated with a hght-scnsitive emulsion for taking 
photographs — T camera 3a a senes of pictures recorded on film for 
the cinema and^rojected rapidly onto a screen so as to create the illusion 
of movement television b a representation (e g of an incident or 
story) on film c cinema 2 - often pi with sing, meaning [ME filme, fr 
OE filmen; akin to Gk pelma sole of the foot, OE fell skin] - filmic /-mik/ 
adj, filfflicRlly adv, filmy adj, filminess n 
■film vt to make a film of or from '^vi 1 to be suitable for photographing 
2 to make a film 

filmography /firmografi/ n a list of films of a prominent film figure or 
on a particular topic [film + -ography (as in bibliography)] 
'film,8atting /-.seting/ a photocomposition ^ filmset adj, filmset vt, 
'filmaetter a 

Tilm, strip A, stnp/ n a strip of film containing photographs, diagrams, 
or graphic matter for still projection 
^ file- - see fili- 

’filter /Tilta/ Ala porous article or mass (c g of paper, sand, etc) through 
which a gas or liquid is passed to separate out matter in suspension 2 an 
apparatus containing a filter medium (a car's oil •^) 3a a device or 
material for suppressing or minimizing waves or oscillations of certain 
frequencies (e g of electricity, light, or sound) b a transparent malenal 
(e g coloured glass) that absorbs light of certain colours selectively [ME 
filtre, fr ML filtrum, piece of felt used as a filter, of Gmc ongin; akin to 
OHG filz felt - more at felt] 

■filter vt 1 to subject to the action of a filter 2 to remove by means of a 
filter ^ VI 1 to pass or move (as lO through a filter 2 to move gradually 
(the children '^ed out of assembly) 3 to become known over a period 
of time (the news soon ed through to the public) 4 Br. of traffic to turn 
left or nght in the direction of the green arrow while the mam lights are 
still red - filterable also flltrable adj, filterability Ars'bibti/ a 
'filter ,bed a a bed of sand or gravel for purifying water or sewage 
'filter .feeder n an animal (e g a blue whale) adapted to filtering minute 
organisms or other food from water that passes through its system 
.filter 'tip n (a cigar or cigarette with) a tip of pprous matenal that filters 
the smoke before it enters the smoker's moutt^ - fllter-tipped adj 
filth /filth/ A 1 foul or putrid matter, esp dirt dr refuse 2 sthg loathsome 
. or vile; esp obscene or pornographic matenal [ME, fr OE fylth, fr fhl 
foul] 

filthy /Tilthi/ adj 1 covered with or containini filth; oflensively dirty 2 
vile, obscene - fllthily adv, fllthlncts n 
’filtrate Afiltrayt/ vb to filter [ML filtratus, pp of filtrare, fr filtrum] 
■filtrate a material that has passed through a filter 
filtration /firtrtysh(9)n/ a passing (as lO through a filter; also diffusion 
(the kidm^y produces urine by '^) 

fimbriate' /Timbri-9t, -ayt/, flnb^ted Aaytid/ adj having the edge or 
extremity bordered by long slender projections; fringed [L fimbriatus 
fringed, fr fimbria fringe] - flmbrlation A'aysh( 9 )n/ n 
’fin /fin/ A 1 an external membranous part of an aquatic animal (e g a fish 
or whale) used in propelling or guiding the body anatomy 2a(l) 
an appendage of a boat (e g a submarine) (2) a vertical aerofoil attached 
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to an aircraft for directional stability fughi brLipptRl cany of 
the projecting nbs on a radiator or an engine cylinder [MF Finn, fr OF, 
akin to L spina thorn, spine] - flnlike adj, finned adj 
*f In vb -nn- vi to lash or move through the water (as lO using fins ^ vt to 
equip with fins 

finagle /fi'naygl/ vb to use or obtain by devious and often dishonest 
methods - infml [perh alter of E dial fainaigue (to renege)] - fina* 
gler n 

'final /Ticnl/ adj 1 not to be altered or undone, conclusive 2 being the 
last, occurnng at the end (the chapter of a book) 3 of or relating to 
the ultimate purpose or result of a process (the ^ goal of life} (ME, fr 
MF, fr L finalts, fr Finis boundary, end] - finally adv 
’final n 1 a deciding match, game, tnal, etc in a sport or competition, also, 
pi a round made up of these 2 the last examination in a course - 
usu pi 

finale /fi'nahli/ n 1 the last section of an instrumental musical compo- 
sition 2 a final scene or number in (an act oO a public performance 3 the 
last and often climactic event or item in a sequence [It. fr Finale, adj, final, 
fr L FinaJis] 

finalist /‘fieni ist/ n a contestant in the finals of a competition 
finality /fi'nabti, fie-/ n 1 the condition of being at an ultimate point, 
esp of development or authority 2 a fundamental fact, action, or belief 
[finai ^ -ity] 

final ize, -ise /'fienl-iez/ vt 1 to put in final or finished form 2 to give 
final approval to - finalization /-'/aysh(3)n/ n 
.final 'solution n, often cap F&S the deportation and extermination of 
the Jews by the Nazis dunng WW 11 [trans of G endlosung] 

'finance /Ti'^nans/ n 1 p/ resources of money 2 the system that includes 
the circulation ot nioncy and involves banking, credit, and investment 3 
the science of the management of funds 4 the obtaining of funds [ME. 
payment, ransom, fr MF, fr Finer to end, pay, fr Fin end - more at 'finr] 
- financial /fie'nanshal, fi-/ adj, financially adv 
’finance vt to raise or provide money for 

'finance .company n a company that specializes in arranging or 
financing hire purchase 

Financial Times Index /fie'nanshal, fi-/ n an index of pnccs on the 
London stiKk exchange based on the daily average pnee of selected lists 
of ordinary shares [fr its being published daily in the London newspaper. 
The Financial Times] 

financier /fi'nansi'S, fie-/ n one skilled m dealing with finance or 
investment 

finback /'fin,bak/ n fin whai f, 

finch /finch/ n any of numerous songbirds with a short stout conical beak 
adapted for crushing seeds (ME, fr OE Fine, akin to OHG Fincho finch, 
Gk spiza chaffinch] 

'find /fiend/ vb found /fownd/ vt la to come upon, esp accidentally, 
encounter b to meet with (a specified reception) (hoped to favour} 2a 
to come upon or discover by searching, efTon, or expenmenl, obtain b 
to obtain by effort or management <-- the time to study} c to attain, 
reach (water -^s its own level} 3a to experience, feel <found much 
pleasure in their company} b to perceive (onesclO to be in a specified 
place or condition <found himself in a dilemma} c to gam or regain the 
use or power of (trying to his tongue} d to bnng (oncselO to a 
rcaliziition of one’s powers or of one's true vocation (he must be helped 
to - himself as an individual} 4 to provide, supply (the parents must 
^ all the school fees themselves} 5 to determine and announce ('^ a 
verdict} ^vi to determine a case judicially by a verdict (^ for the 
defendant} [ME Finden, fr OE Findam, akin to OHG Findan to find, L 
pont-, pons bridge. Gk pontos sea, Skt patha way, coursej Ind fault to 
criticize unfavourably 

’find n 1 an act or instance of finding sthg, esp sthg valuable 2 sby or sthg 
found, esp a valuable object or talented person discovered <,the new player 
was a real > 

finder /Tienda/ n a small astronomical telescope attached to a larger 
telescope for finding an object ['find ^ ’-er] 

fin de sitele /.fan da scc'ekla (Fr fr da sjikl)/ adj (charactcnstic) of the 
close of the 19th c and esp its literary and artistic climate of sophisticated 
decadence and world-weariness [F, end of the century] 
finding /Tiendmg/ n 1 find 2 2a the result of a judicial inquiry b the 
result of an investigation - usu pi with sing meaning (the of the 
welfare committee} 3 pi, NAm small tools and matenals used by a 
craftsman 

find out vt 1 to learn by study, observation, or search: discover 2a to 
detect in an offence (the culprits were soon found out) b to ascertain the 


true character or identity of; unmask vi to discover, learn, or verify 
sthg 

'fine /fien/ n 1 a sum payable as punishment for an offence 2 a forfeiture 
or penalty paid to an injured party in a civil action [ME, end, settlement 
of a suit, sum paid as compensation, fr OF Fin, fr L finis boundary, end] 

- in fine in short 
’fine vt to punish by a fine 

’fine adj 1 free from impunty 2a very thin in gauge or texture 
thread} ('^ mb} b consisting of relatively small particles c very small 
pnnt} d keen, sharp (a knife with a ^ edge} 3a(l) having a delicate 
or subtle quality (a wine of ^ bouquet} (2) subtle or sensitive in 
perception or discnmination (a ~ distinction} b performed with extreme 
care and accuracy (^ workmanship} 4 in, at, or through a fielding 
position in cncket behind the batsman and near an extension of the line 
between the wickets 3^ sport 5a superior in quality, conception, or 
appearance; excellent (a musician} b bnght and sunny (the weather 
will be ^ in all parts of the country} 6 marked by or affecting often 
excessive elegance or refinement <'^ manners} 7 very well (feel ~) 8 
awful - used as an intensive (a - mess we're ml} [ME Fin, fr OF, fr L 
Finis, n. end. limit] - fine adv, finely adv, fineness n 
*fine vt 1 to punfy, clarify - often + down 2 to make finer in quality or 
size - often + down ^vi 1 to become pure or clear (the ale will — > 2 
to become finer or smaller in lines or proportions, dimmish - often < away 
or down 

.fine 'art n (an) art (e g painting, sculpture, or music) concerned pnmanly 
with beauty rather than utility - usu pi 
finery /'fienan/ n dressy or showy clothing and jewels 
fines n pi (very fine particles oO powdered matenal (c g ore) ['Fine] 
fines herbes /.feenz ‘cab (Fr fin zr rb)/ npla mixture of finely chopped 
herbs used esp as a seasoning [F, lit , fine herbs] 
finespun /Tienspun/ adj made or developed with extreme or excessive 
care or delicacy 

'finesse /fi'nes/ n 1 refinement or delicacy of workmanship 2 skilful 
handling of a situation, adroitness 3 the withholding of one's highest card 
in the hope that a lower card will take the tnck because the only opposing 
higher card is in the hand of an opponent who has already played [ME, 
fr MF, fr Fin] 

’finesse vi to make a finesse in playing cards ^ w 1 to play (a card) in 
a finesse 2a to bnng about by finesse b to evade or tnck by finesse 
fine structure n the (electron) microscopic structure of an organism or 
Its cells - fine structural adj 

'finger /Tingga/ n 1 any of the 5 pans at the end of the hand or forelimb, 
one other than the thumb 2a sthg that resembles a finger, esp in being 
1 (mu, narrow, and often tapering in shape (a of toast} b a^jart of a 
glcve into which a finger is inserted 3 the breadth of a finger unit 
[ME, fr OE, akin to OHG Fingar finger] - fingered adj, fingerlike adj - 
have a finger In the/every pie to be involved or have an interest in 
sthg/everything - infml - pull/take one’s finger out Br to start working 
hard, get cracking - slang 

’finger vt la to play (a musical instrument) with the fingers b to play (e g 
notes or chords) with a specific fingenng c to mark fingenngs on (a music 
score) as a guide in playing 2 to touch or feel with the fingers, handle 3 
chiefly NAm to point out, identify (-^ed his associates lo the police} - 
infml ^ vi to touch or handle sthg < ^ s through the cards} 
'fingerboard /-.bawd/ n the pan of a stnnged instrument against which 
the fingers press the stnngs to vary the pitch 
finger .bowl n a small water bowl for nnsing the fingers at table 
'fingering /Ting ganng/ n (the marking indicating) the use or position of 
the fingers in sounding notes on an instrument 
’fingering n a fine wool yam for knitting, used esp in the manufacture 
of stockings [earlier Fingram, prob alter, of OF Fin grain fine grain] 
'finger .painting n (a picture produced by) spreading pigment on wet 
paper chiefly with the fingers 

'fingerplate /-.playt/ n a protective plate fastened to a door usu near 
the handle to protect the door surface from finger marks 
'fingerpost /-.pohst/ n a signpost whose signs are or terminate in the 
shape of a pointing finger 

'fingerprint /-.print/ n 1 the impression of a fingertip on any surface; 
esp an ink impression of the lines upon the fingertip taken for purposes 
of identification 2 unique distinguishing characteristics (e g of a recording 
machine or infrared spectrum) 3 the charactcnstic pattern produced by 
chromatography or electrophoresis of a particular partially broken down 
protein or other macromolecule - fingerprint vt, fingerprinting n 
'fingerstall /-.stawl/ n a protective cover for an injur^ finger 
'fingertip /-.tip/ adj readily accessible; being in cIom proximity 
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fingertips npl-wi oae*t fiiigertlpi instantly or readily available to one. 
esp because of a full knowledge of a subject 

finisi /Tieni-al/ n 1 an ornament forming an u^^ extremity of a spire, 
^bk, pinnacle, etc, esp in Gothic architecture architecture 2 a 
crowning ornament or deUil (e g a decorative knob) [ME, fr final, finial 
final] 

finical /'flnikl/ adj finicky [prob fr Tine] - flnicaUy adv, flaicalncaa n 
finicking /Tunking/ adj finicky [alter, of finicaf] 
finicky /*fmiki/ adj 1 excessively exacting or meticulous in taste or 
standards; fussy 2 requiring delicate attention to detail <a ^ joby [alter, 
of finicking] - nnickincss n 

finis /'finis/ n the end, conclusion - used esp to mark the end of a book 
or film [ME. fr L] 

'finish /Tinish/ vt la to end, terminate b to eat, drink, or use entirely - 
often + off or up 2a to bring to completion or issue; complete, perfect 
<^ed her new novety - often + b to put a final coat or surface on 
c to neaten (the raw edge of a piece of sewing) to prevent fraying d to 
complete the schooling of (a girl), esp in the social graces 3a to bring to 
an end the significance or effectiveness of (Jthe scandal his careery 
b to brmg about the death of '^vt 1 to end. terminate 2a to come to the 
end of a course, task, or underuking in a specified manner <^ed with a 
songy b to come to the end of a relationship (JDavid and / have ^tdy 
3 to arrive, end. or come to rest in a specified position or manner - often 
+ up <ire ^ed up in Pansy (the carded upside down in a ditchy, specif 
to end a competition in a specified manner or position <^ed third in the 
racey [ME ftntsshen, fr MF finiss-, stem of fimr, fr L finire, fr finis] - 
flniaber n > finish with to end a relationship or affair with 
^finish n la the final stage; the end b the cause of one's ruin, downfall 
2 the texture or appearance of a surface, esp after a coating has been 
applied 3 the result or product of a finishing process 4 the quality or state 
of being perfected, esp in the social graces 

finishing .school /finishing/ n a pnvate school for girls that prepares 
its students esp for soaal activities 

finitt /*fieniet/ adj la having definite or definable limits <a ^ number 
of possihilitiesy b subject to limitations, esp those imposed by the laws 
of nature bemgsy 2 completely determinable in theory or in fact by 
counting, measurement, or thought <a ^ distancey (the ^ velocity of 
Ughty 3 neither infinite nor infinitesimal A of a verb form showing 
distinction of grammatical person and number [ME finit, fr L finitus, pp 
of finire] - finite n, finitely adv, finltcncaa n, flnitude /'finityoohd/ n 
fink /fingk/ n, NAm 1 an informer 2 a contemptible person USE infml 
[ongin unknown] 

Finn /fin/ n 1 a member of any people speaking Finnish or a Fmnic 
language 2 a native or inhabitant of Finland [Sw Fin/ie; akin to ON fi/inr 
Finn, OE Finnas, pi] 

finnan haddis /.finan 'hadi/ n, chiefly Scot finnan haddock 
finnan haddock n a haddock that is split and smoked until pale yellow 
[finnan alter, of findon, fr Findon, vill^e in Scotland] 

Finnic /Tinik/ adj of the Finns 
'Finnish /Tinish/ adj (characteristic) of Finland 
^Finnish n a Finno-Ugnc language of Finland, Karelia, and pans of 
Sweden and Norway language 
Finno-Ugrian /Tuioh 'yoohgri-an/ adj or n Finno-Ugnc 
.Finno-'Ugric /'yoohgnk/ adj 1 of any of vanous peoples of N and E 
Europe and NW Sibena speaking related languages 2 of or constituting 
a subfamily of the Uralic family of languages comprising vanous lan- 
guages spoken in Hungary, Lapland, Finland, Estonia, and the N W USSR 
- Finno-Ugric n «¥ 

finny /Tmi/ adj 1 having fins 2 relating to or being fish - chiefly 
poetic 

f ino /'feenoh/ n, pi finoe a light-coloured dry sherry [Sp, fr fino fine, fr 
L finis, n, end, limit] 

Tin .whala n a large common rorqual 

fiord, Qord /Qawd, Tee,awd/ n a narrow inlet of the sea between cliffs (e g 
in Norway) [Norw fjord, fr ON /Jidrrhr - more at ford] 

Tippla ,fluta /Tipl/ n a tubular wind instrument charactenzed mainly 
by a whistle mouthpiece and finger holes [perh akin to ON flipi horse’s 
Up] 

fir /fuh/ n (the wood oO any of various related evergreen trees of the pine 
family that have flattish leaves and erect cones [ME, fr OE fyrh’, akin to 
OHO forha fir, L quercus oak] 

'firt /fieV n la the phenomenon of combustion manifested in light, 
flame, and heat b(l) burning passion or emotion; ardour (2) liveliness of 
iinagiiiatkm; inspiration 2 fuel in a state of combustion (e g in a fireplace 
orftimaoe) 3a a destructive burning (eg of a building or forest) basevere 


trial or ordeal 4 brilliance, luminosity (the ^ of a diamondy 5 the 
discharge of firearms b Br a small usu gas or electric domestic heater 
[ME, fr OE fyr, akin to OHG fiur fire, Gk pyr] - fircless adj - on fire 
eager, burning - under fire under attack 
*flrw vt la to set on fire; kindle, also to ignite (^ a rocket enginey b(l) 
to give life or spirit to; inspire < ~ d the poeVs imagtnauony (2) to fill with 
passion; inflame c to light up as if by fire 2a to drive out or away (as lO 
by fire - usu + out b to dismiss from a position 3a(l) to cause to explode 
(2) to propel (as ift from a gun a rockety b to throw with speed; hurl 
4 to apply fire or fuel to: e g a to process by applying heat b to feed or 
serve the fire of vt la to catch fire; ignite b of an internal-combustion 
engine to undergo ignition of the explosive charge 2 to become filled with 
excitement or anger - often + up 3a to discharge a firearm b to emit or 
let fly an object - flrer n 

Tir0.arm /-jahm/ n a weapon from which a shot is discharged by 
gunpowder - usu used only with reference to small arms 
fire away vi to go ahead; begin - usu imper, infml 
'fira.back /-,bak/ n the back lining of a furnace or fireplace 
'fira,ball /-.bawl/ n 1 a large brilliant meteor 2 ball lightning 3 the 
bright cloud of vapour and dust created by a nuclear explosion 4 a highly 
energetic person - infml 

'lira .blight n a destructive highly infectious disease of apples, pears, and 
related fruits caused by a bactenum 
‘fira.bomb /-.bom/ n an incendiary bomb - firebomb vt 
'fira.box /-.boks/ n a chamber (eg of a furnace or steam boiler) that 
contains a fire 

Tira, brand /-.brand/ n 1 a piece of burning material, esp wood 2 one 
who creates unrest or stnfe; an agitator, troublemaker 
Tira.braak /-.brayk/ n a strip of cleared or unplanted land intended to 
check a forest or grass fire 

Tira.brick /-.bnk/ n a back that is resistant to high temperatures and is 
used in furnaces, fireplaces, etc 

Tira brigade I? an organization for preventing or extinguishing fires, esp 
one maintained in Bntain by local government 
'fire, bug /-.bug/ n a pyromaniac, fire-raiser - infml 
'flra.clay /-.klay/ n clay that is resistant to high temperatures and is used 
.esp for firebneks and crucibles 

'fire con.trol n the planning, preparation, and, 4 jkiivery of gunfire 
Tira, Great /-.krest/ n a small European bird that has a red cap and 
conspicuous black and white stnpes about the eyes [fr its bright red 
• crest] 

Tlra.damp /-.damp/ n (the explosive mixture of air with) a combustible 
mine gas that consists chiefly of methane 
Tira da.partmant n, NAm fire brigade 
Tira,dog /-.dog/ n an andiron 

Tira .driii n a practice dnll in extinguishing or escaping from fires 
'fire-, eater n l a performer who pretends to eat fire 2 one who is 
quarrelsome or violent - fire-eating adj 
Tira .angina n a vehicle equipped with fire-fighting equipment 
'fire a.8Capa n a device, esp an external staircase, for escape from a 
burning building 

Tira ax.tinguiahar n an apparatus for putting out fires with chemi- 
cals 

Tira, fight /-.fiet/ n an often spontaneous exchange of fire between 
opposing military units 

Tira .f ightar n sby who fights fires - Are fighting n 
Tira, fly /-.flie/ n any of vanous night-flying beetles that produce a bnght 
intermittent light 

'fira.guard /-.gahd/ n a protective metal framework placed in front of 
an open fire 

Tira .irona n pi utensils (e g tongs, poker, and shovel) for tending a 
* household fire 

Tlra.light /-.lietz n the light of a fire, esp of oi|t in a fireplace 
'fira .lightar n a piece of inflammable material used to help light a fire 
(e g in a grate) 

Tira.lock /-.lok/ /i 1 (a gun with) a gunlock in w^ich a slow match ignites 
the powder charge 2a a flintlock b wheel lock 
Tiraman /-man/ n, pi firenca 1 sby employed to extinguish fires 2 sby 
who tends' or feeds fires or furnaces 
Tira .opal n a girasol 

Tira,placa /-.plays/ n a usu framed opening made in a chimney to hold 
a fire; a hearth 
TIra-.plug n a hydrant 

Tira,powar /-.powa/ n the capacity (e g of a military unit) to deliver 
effective fire on a target 
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'fire.proof /-.proohr/ adj proof against or resistant to fire, also heatproof 
< ^ dishes') - fireproof vt, fireproofing n 
'fire-, raising n, Br arson - flre-raiser n 

‘fire .screen n 1 a light often ornamental screen placed in front of a 
fireplace as a heat shield 2 chiefly NAm a fireguard 
■fire .ship n a ship carrying combustible materials or explosives sent 
among the enemy’s ships or works to set them on fire 
'fire, side /-.sied/ n 1 a place near the fire or hearth 2 home - fireside 
adj 

'fire .station n a building housing fire apparatus and usu firemen 
'fire, Stone /-.stohn/ n a stone that will endure high heat 
'fire .storm n a huge uncontrollable fire that is started typically by bombs 
and that causes and is kept in being by an inrush of high winds 
'fire.trap /-.trap/ n a building difficult to escape from in case of fire 
'fire-. watcher n sby who watches for the outbreak of fire (e g dunng an 
air raid) - fire- watching n 

'fire.water /-.wawta/ n strong alcoholic dnnk - mfml 
'fire.weed /-.weed/ n roseday wieldwherb 
'fire.wood /-.wood/ n wood cut for fuel 

'f ire.work /-.wuhk/ n 1 a device for producing a striking display (e g of 
light or noise) by the combustion of explosive or inflammable mixtures 
2 pi a display of fireworks 3 />/ a a display of temper or intense conflict 
b PVROILCHNICS 2 

firing /'fie-anng/ n 1 the prcK'css of baking and fusing ceramic products 
by the application of heat in a kiln 2 firewood, fuel priRL « -ino] 
'firing .line n 1 a line from which fire is delivered against a target, also 
the troops stationed in a finng line 2 the forefront of an activity, esp one 
involving risk or difficulty - esp in in the Hnng line 
'firing .squad n a detachment detailed to fire a salute at a military bunal 
or carry out an execution 

firkin /'fuhkiii/ /i 1 a small wooden vessel or cask of usu 9 gall capacity 
2 any of various British units of capacity usu equal to a quarter of a barrel 
(about 411) (ME, dcriv of MD veerdel fourth] 

'firm /fuhm/ adj la securely or solidly fixed in place b not weak or 
uncertain, vigorous (a ^ handshake) c having a solid or compact 
structure that resists stress or pressure 2 not subject to changf. unsteadi- 
ness. or disturbance, steadfast <a - price) 3 indicating firmness or 
resolution (a - mouth) (MF ferm, fr MF, fr L t'nwus, akin to Gk 
thronos chair, throne] - firm jJv, firmisb adj, firmly adv, firmness n 
*firm vt 1 to make solid, compact, or firm mg his gnp on the rackety 
2 to put into final form, settle ( a contract) 3 to support, strengthen 
</ic*/p - up the franc) ^vi \ to become firm, harden 2 to recover from 
a decline, improve (the market - ed slightly'' USE (vt 2 A .1, vi) often 
r up 

*f irm n a business partnership not usu recognized as a legal person distinct 
from the members composing it, broadly any business unit or enterprise 
[G firma, fr It, signature, denv of L finnare to make firm, confirm, fr 
tlrmus] 

firmament /'fubmamant/ n the vault or arch of the sky, the heavens 
[ME, fr LL & L, LL firmamcntum, fr L, support, fr firmare] - firmamen- 
tal /-'menil/ adj 

firn /fian/ n neve [G. fr G dial , relating to the previous year, fr OHG 
rimi old, akin to OE fym, fim former, ancient] 

'first /fuhst/ adj I preceding all others m lime, order, or importance e g 
a earliest b being the lowest forward gear or speed of a motor vehicle c 
relating to or having the (most prominent and) usu highest part among 
a group of instruments or voices 2 least, slightest < hasn't the idea what 
to do) [ME, fr OE fyrst\ akin to OHG funst first, OE faran to go - more 
at earl] - at firat band directly from the onginal source 
*first adv 1 before anything else, at the beginning (camr ^ and leH 
last) of all we had cocktails) 2 for the first time 3 in preference to 
sthg else (I'll see him dead 

•first n. pi (2a) first, (2b, c.&d) firsts 1 number 2 sthg or sby that 
IS first, eg a the first occurrence or item of a kind (was one of the ^ to 
know) b the first and lowest forward gear or speed of a motor vehicle 
c the winning place in a contest d first, first class often cap the highest 
level of Bntish honours degree (£Ot a m history) - at first at the 
beginning; initially - from like first from the beginning 
.first 'aid n 1 emergency care or treatment given to an ill or injured 
person before proper medical aid can be obtained ® 2 temporary 
emergency measures taken to alleviate a problem before a permanent 
solution can be found - flrit-aider n 

.first 'bats n, chiefly NAm the first step or stage in a course of action 
(the plan never got to ^) 

.firstborn adj bom before all others; eldest - firstborn n 


.first 'cause n the self-created source of all causality - compare prime 
movfr 1 

'.first 'ciass n the first or highest group in a classification, eg a the 
highest of usu 3 classes of travel accommodation b first 2d - firtt-ciaas 
adj 

•firat class adv 1 in the highest quality of accommodation (travel 
2 as mail that is delivered as fast as [>ossible (send a letter ) 

.first .day 'cover n a special envelope with a newly issued postage stamp 
postmarked on the first day of issue 

.first-de.gree 'burn n a mild bum charactenzed by heal, pain, and 
reddening of the burned surface but without blistenng or charring of 
tissues - compare sfcond-deoree burn, third-degree burn 
first estate n, often cap FAE the 1st of the traditional political estates, 
specif ibt clergy 

.first 'floor n \Br the floor immediately above the ground floor 2 NAm 

GROUND FLOOR 

.first'fruits n pi 1 agricultural produce offered to God in thanksgiving 
2 the earliest products or results of an enterpnse 
.firsthand adj of or coming directly from the onginal source - firsthand 
adv 

.first 'lady n, often cap FAL the wife or hostess of a US president or state 
governor 

.first lieu'tenant n rank 

firstling /'fuhstling/ n 1 the first of a class or kind 2 the first produce 
or result of sthg USE usu pi, fml 
'firstly All/ adv m the first place, first 

first name n the name that stands first in a person's full name 
.first 'night n the night on which a theatneal production is first 
perfonned at a given place 

.first offender n sby convicted of an offence for the first time 
.first 'person n (a member oO a set of linguistic forms (e g verb forms 
and pronouns) referring to the speaker or wnter of the utterance in which 
they occur 

.first 'post n. Br the first of 2 bugle calls sounded at the hour of retmng 
in a military camp 

.first-'rate adj of the first or greatest order of size, importance, or quality 

- first-rater n 

first reading n the first submitting of a bill before a legislative assembly 

I AW 

.first re'fusal n rffusai 2 

first school n a primary school for children between 5 and 8 

first sergeant n f’ rank 

.first-'string adj being a regular member of a team, group, etc as 
distinguished from a substitute 

first water n 1 the purest lustre - used with reference to gems 2 the 

highest grade, degree, or quality (a fool of the Thomas Wolfe) 

firth /fuhth/ n a sea inlet or estuary (e g in Scotland) [ME. fr ON fjorthr 

- more at ford] 

fisc /fisk/ n a state or royal treasury (L fiscus] 

'fiscal /'fiskl/ adj of taxation, public revenues, or public debt < - policy) 
[L fiscalis, fr fiscus basket, treasury, akin to Gk pithos wine jar] - fiacally 
adv 

•fiscal n a procurator-fiscal 

'fish /fish/ n, pi fish, fishes la an aquatic animal - usu in combination 
\stajfish) (cuttlefish) b (the edible flesh oO any of numerous 
cold-blooded aquatic vertebrates that typically have an elongated scaly 
body, limbs, when present, in the form of fins, and gills evolution, 
FCK^D 2 a person, esp a fellow - usu derog (a queer -- > [ME. fr OE fisc, 
akin to OHG fisc fish, L piscis] - fishless adj, fisblike adj - fish out of 
water a person who is out of his/her proper sphere or element 
•fish VI 1 to try to catch fish 2 to seek sthg by roundabout means tng 
for compliments) 3a to search for sthg underwater <- for pearls) b to 
search (as lO by groping or feeling <"-ing around under the bed for his 
shoes) ^ la to (try to) catch (fish in) <- the stream) salmon) b 
to use (e g a net, type of rod. or bait) in fishing 2 to draw out as if fishing 
USE (vi 2 A 3) usu ♦ for, (vi 2 A 3b, vt 2) infml - fisher n 
•fish n a piece of wood or iron fastened alongside another member to 
strengthen it [fish (to mend), fr F ficher to fix, fr (assumed) VL figicare, 
fr L figere] 

'fish.bowl /-.bohl/ n a bowl for keeping live fish 
fisherfolk /Tisha,fohk/ n pi in constr people who live in a community 
that IS dependent on fishing 

'fisherman /-man/ n 1 fern 'fisber.woman one who engages in fishing 
as an occupation or for pleasure 2 a ship used in commercial fishing 
fishery /'fishari/ n 1 the activity or business of catching fish and other 
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Main principles 

First Aid consists of simple measures to 
prevent injury or illness from becoming 
worse until medical aid can be obtained. It 
aims to keep the patient in the best 
possible condition until responsibility is 
taken over by a doctor or nurse. 

Treat the casualty where he/she is and 
move only if in dangerous surroundings, 
such as fumes, fire or flood. 

Always handle the patient gently and 
reassure by talking. 

Assess the general situation and establish 
your priorities of action. 

1 Be calm, take charge, clear away a 
crowd, but give specific jobs to those 
who remain to help. 

2 Diagnose what is the matter by 
obtaining a history of the accident, 
listening to the casualty's symptoms, 
and examining him/her for signs. 

3 Render the correct first aid treatment. 

4 Send the casualty to a doctor, hospital 
or his home. 

5 Report clearly the place, type of 
accident, and what you have done 

Priorities 

• BREATHING If breathing has stopped, 
make sure the mouth is clear of debris, tilt 
beck the head to open and straighten the 
air passage to the lungs. Pinch the nostrils 
closed and blow your own breath gently 
through the casualty's mouth into the 
lungs at your own breathing rate. 

• BLEEDING Blood loss must be stopped 
promptly, but strategy depends on the site 
of bleeding. Rapid blood loss is more 
severe in its effect than a gradual loss 
Loss of large amounts deprives vital 
organs and produces a state of shock. 

Asthma attacks 

These occur when the bronchial tubes are 
constricted, and breathing out becomes 
very difficult, producing wheezing. Sit the 
patient up with support for the back. 
Loosen tight clothes which might restrict 
movement of the chest. Allow fresh air 
and ventilation. Reduce anxiety and give 
any medicines that have been prescribed 
for the emergency. 


BHea and stings 

If you can see it remove a bee sting gently 
with tweezers. Apply the tweezers as near 


the skin as possible, in order not to 
squeeze venom in. Apply an alkali or 
antihistamine cream to bee or wasp stings 
Stings in the mouth or throat can be 
dangerous, and multiple stings, or a sting 
into a vein, should be seen by a doctor. 

Snake bites 

The only poisonous snake in the UK is the 
adder (viper). 

Lay the patient down and tell him/her not 
to move about. Reassure him/her, and 
wash the wound if possible with soap and 
water. 

Apply a dry dressing, and immobilize limb 
Get the patient to hospital as quickly as 
possible. 

Bleeding 

Lay the casualty down if possible 
Elevate the injured part unless a fracture is 
suspected. 

Loosen tight clothing, and expose the 
wound 



Control haemorrhage by pressure on the 
sides of the wound, or by direct pressure 
over a clean dressing 



Apply sufficient sterile dressing into the 
depth of the wound until it projects above 
it, and cover witR'adequate padding, and 
bandage firmly. 

If bleeding continues, add more pads, but 
do not disturb the original dressing, or any 
clots. 

If a foreign body like glass is embedded in 
the wound, apply pads round the wound 
until high enough for a bandage to be 
applied across them so as to avoid 
pressing on the projecting foreign body or 
bone. 

Apply bandages firmly enough to stop 
bleeding, but not so as to stop the 
circulation along a limb, 
immobilize the injured part, keep the 
casualty warm and comfortable and get 
him/her to hospital as quickly as piossible. 





Pressure points 

Pressure points are places where firm 
pressure upon an artery against the 
underlying bone will stop blood passing to 
a wound This method is used when direct 
pressure on the wound cannot be applied 


brachial 



The brachial point lies in the upper arm 
below the belly of the biceps muscle, or 
where the seam of a man's jacket runs 
Pressure on the underlying humerus 
reduces flow, if the elbow or lower arm 
are injured. 

The femoral pressure point is found in the 
middle of the upper thigh and needs the 
pressure of both thumbs to stop 
haemorrhage in the lower limb 



Treatment of wounds 
Wash your hands if possible. Elevate the 
limb and protect the wound with a sterile 
swab. Gently clean surrounding skin and 
dry it with swabs of cotton wool used 
once only and wipe away from the 
wound. Then apply a sterile dressing and 
keep it in place with bandages or adhesive 
strapping. 
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Stop bleeding 

Slight bleeding comes from injured 
capillary vessels and wells up as red 
blood. It IS easily controlled by gentle 
pressure Venous blood is darker, and 
pours from a wound, but stops 
immediately on elevation Arterial bleeding 
IS bright red and issues from a wound in 
jets in time with the heart beat Elevation 
and firm pressure are usually effective. 



Rest and keep wound elevated 
This posiJ‘oh 0 .:«res the maximal supply 
of blood to the brain and other vital organs 
while the patient is at rest 



Bandage the wound 

Bandages are wound with even firm 

pressure, and serve the purpose of 

keeping dressings m place and maintaining 

sufficient pressure to prevent further 

bleeding 

Nose bleeds 

Sit the patient up with the head tilted 
slightly forward so that blood is not 
swallowed. 

Get him to press firmly the side that is 
bleeding for 10 minutes, or pinch both 
nostrils while the patient breathes through 
the mouth for the same lime. 

Let him/her rest near an open window 
afterwards, with instructions not to blow 
the nose, or sniff 

Burns and scalds 

These are wounds caused by dry or moist 
heat, and dangerous in proportion to their 
area. Danger to life arises from the greater 
chance of infection compared to most 
other wounds, and from shock through 
loss of plasma. 

TREATMENT 

1 Extinguish flames by quickest method; 
douse with water or smother with a 
blanket, coat, rug, etc. 



2 Place the affected part under cold 

running water, or immerse in cold water 


Car and road accidents 

Be clear about your priorities 




3 Do not remove burnt clothing since it is 
rendered sterile by heat Do not burst 
blisters 

4 Remove at once rings, belts, or 
bangles, or anything that may cause 
constriction as the part begins to swell 

5 Lay the patient down, and cover the 
burnt area with sterile dressing, 
keeping the part elevated Particular 
care is required not to contaminate a 
deep burn. 

6 Guard against shock 
Chemical burns 

Remove contaminated clothing, avoiding 
burning yourself 

Place the burned area under running water 
to dilute and wash off a strong acid or 
alkali 

Then treat according to the general 
treatment for burns. 

Where the eye is affected 
Lead the patient to a tap or sink Place the 
head under running water pulling the 
eyelids apart 



Alternatively, lay the patient down, and 
freely irrigate the open eye with water. 
Apply a pad and bandage, and seek 
medical aid 


1 Warn other traffic by placing red 
warning triangles or similar items at a 
distance of 200 metres from accident 
in both directions Switch on your 
hazard flashers. 

2 Switch off engine and lights. 

Disconnect battery if possible. Give a NO 
SMOKING order 

Try to ascertain extent of injured and 
injuries, including any thrown clear 
Only move occupants if car is on fire or 
if they are not breathing. 

3 Send for ambulance service and police 
State 

Where to come 
How many patients 
The nature of the injuries 
Whether specialist equipment is 
required, eg cutting gear 

ACCIDENT PROCEDURE 

• Breathing 

A crash victim is often unconscious and 
cannot breathe because of a bend or 
constriction in the airway Open airway 
by extending the head backwards. 

Check for obstruction of airway and 
relieve it, eg remove false teeth. 

If still not breathing after clearing 
airway, pinch nose, hold head back, and 
inflate lungs by blowing. 

• Bleeding 

Press sides of wound together. 

Elevate if possible 

Continue pressure over wound with pad 
and firm bandage 

Pressure point control of haemorrhage if 
pressure over wound impractical. 

• Unconsciousness 

Try to keep the unconscious patient 
breathing until ambulance arrives. 

Keep the airway open and clear 
Loosen tight clothing and turn into the 
recovery position. 

• Shock 

Shock can result from loss of blood to the 
brain In severe cases the patient will die 
unless he/she receives a blood 
transfusion Mention a state of shock 
when calling for an ambulance 

• Fractures 

Use commonsense methods of 
immobilization eg 

Upper limb, use arm sling or pin sleeve to 
lapel 

Lower limb’ tie to sound leg, and pad 
between knees and ankles. 

• Wounds 

Stop bleeding and cover wound with 
sterile or clean dressing. 

Immobilize. 
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• Chest Injury 

Fractured rib: if on one side only, incline 
patient to injured side. 

Both sides: sit up with support to back. 
Explosion: internal injury to chest causes 
difficulty in breathing. Sit patient up with 
support. Give oxygen if available. 

Victim may be blue and cough up blood. 
Sucking wound: caused by penetrating 
injury into pleural space 
Danger is collapse of lungs by air entering 
through wound. 

Place hand over wound to close it, and 
seal with dressing. 

Choking 

Act Immediately. Instruct patient to take a 
deep breath through the nose and give his 
strongest cough to move obstruction like 
a piston. Be ready to remove any 
obstruction (a crust, false teeth) with your 
finger. 



Baby’ hold upside down and smack on 
the back to loosen a swallowed object 



Child: place across the lap inclined down 
at 45 degrees, and strike smartly between 
the shoulder blades. 



Adult-. If he collapses, keep him on his side, 
and strike between the shoulder blades. 


If obstruction remeins, begin resuscitation. 
Remember that the tongue can obstruct 
the airway in unconscious patients, 
if able to stand get behind him with your 
arms around his waist, hands gripped just 
below his ribs and make a firm hug 
inwards and upwards. 

Cramp 

Cramp is a painful often violent muscular 
contraction. 

It may appear during exercise especially 
after sweating heavily, or after loss of 
body fluid through diarrhoea and vomiting 
It IS not dangerous except in 
circumstances such as swimming in cold 
water. 

First aid is to stretch the muscle -for 
instance, in the back of the thigh, 
straighten the knee and swing the leg 
forward. Replacement of fluid and salt will 
prevent further attacks 

Diabetes 

A diabetic treated with insulin may 
suffer from sugar deficiency 

1 if he/she does not eat within a short 
time after the injection 

2 if he/she exercises heavily and the 
sugar reserves become depleted. As 
the brain is deprived of sugar, 
behaviour may become erratic, as if 
drunk. The colour is pale, the patient 
sweats and the hands shake. 

While he/she is conscious the treatment is 
to give the patient sugar, jam, chocolate, 
or honey with a little water. Repeat this 
after 1 0 minutes 

If unconscious, put the patient in the 
recovery position, give nothing by mouth, 
and send for medical help. 

Ear - object in 

Usually the victim is a child Do not try to 
reniove object, for it usually gets pushed 
further in 

When a small fly or insect has entered the 
ear, it can be floated out by olive oil or 
water, with the patient lying down 
Children require firm handling or they may 
panic. 

Electric shock 

Never touch the patient until the current 
has been switched off. 

If the switch-off point is not obvious 
remove the patient from contact with the 
electric current by means of a dry non- 
conducting object, eg walking stick, roll of 
newspaper, chair, or folded garment. 

The patient may require resuscitation. 

Deep burns may require dressing. 

Keep under observation and send to 
hospital. 

High voltage currents may spark across a 
gap up to 6 metres. 

If the casualty is on or near a pylon, phone 
the electricity authority, and do not 
approach until the current has been cut off. 
A patient struck by lightning may be 
unconscious and require resuscitation. 
Burns may need to be dressed. 

EpHeptic attack 

The patient suddenly falls to the ground 
unconscious, sometimes emitting a high 
pitched cry. On the ground he/she goes 
rigid and holds his/her breath and may go 
blue. Later he/she makes regular convulsive 
movements, which may injure hands, feet 
or the tongue. 


1 Remove from danger of fire, glass, 
bookcase, etc. 

2 Protect the feet and arms with 
cushioning. 

3 Place between the back teeth a soft 
gag, eg handkerchief, coat lapel, to 
prevent biting the tongue. 

4 Control the arm and leg movements, 
kneeling astride the casualty, to 
prevent injury. Do not try and prevent 
these movements entirely, only reduce 
their force. 

5 If attacks are repeated fetch medical 
aid. 

6 After the convulsions have stopped, 
place in recovery position. 

Eye injury 

Minor Cover eye with a loose pad, and 
retain with sellotape Do not insert drops 
or ointment These may introduce 
infection. 

Major Lay patient down on his back 
Cover both eyes with clean material to 
prevent eye movements. Remove to 
hospital in this position, and continue to 
reassure the patient. 

Foreign body m eye 
Enquire how and what entered the eye 
Low velocity particles like dust can be 
removed Sit the patient in a good light 
Pull down the lower lid and use the 
moistened corner of a handkerchief to 
remove the particle If the object is under 
the upper lid, pull the upper lid over the 
lower lid twice If this fails to remove it, 
stand behind the head, instruct the patient 
to look down and hinge the eyelid over a 
matchstick, and wipe away 
Particles lodged in the clear window of the 
eye (cornea) should be toft, the eye 
covered with a pad until seen by a doctor. 

Fractures 

A fracture must be suspected when a 
forceful injury has been applied to a bone 
or joint Pain is usually, but not always, 
present. Look for swelling, deformity, 
loss of power or movement 
A closed fracture does not break the skin 
An open fracture involves a wound so that 
bacteria can enter through the skin. 

A complicated fracture is one where the 
sharp broken bone end damages other 
structures. 

The aim of first aid is to prevent the 
condition becoming worse by immobilizing 
the fractured area. 

1 Treat the patient where he is. 

2 Deal first with the haemorrhage, and 
dress any wound temporarily. 

3 Tell the patient not to move. 

4 Immobilize the fracture with splints and 
bandages 

5 Pad between bony points, to prevent 
friction, and fill outpollows to prevent 
movement. 

6 Splints should be long enough to pass 
beyond the joint above and below a 
fracture. In certain fractures of the 
lower limb, the uninjured limb can be 
used as a splint, or the trunk and leg for 
an arm. 

7 Bandages should maintain the splint in 
position, and should therefore be firmly 
tied, but not so tight as to restrict the 
blood circulation. 

This aspect of first aid requires special 
training. 
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Note Patients with injuries to back and 
neck should not be moved. Inexpert 
bending or twisting can complicate a 
spinal fracture by damaging the spinal 
cord Ask the patient if he can move his 
fingers and toes, and feel his extremities 
Note this. Maintain warmth by covering 
with a rug, coat, or blanket until 
experienced first aiders take over 

Bandages and splints 
Splints may be improvised from any rigid 
material but they should always be 
padded Neckties and belts may be used 
as bandages but they must not be tied so 
tightly as to interfere with the circulation 
Never tie a bandage over the site of a 
fracture 

Strain 

A strain is a muscle injury arising from 
fibres being over stretched, so that some 
have torn Treatment is by firm supporting 
bandaging, followed by rhythmic 
movement 

Sprain 

This occurs near a joint. A severe sprain 
may be difficult to distinguish from a 
fracture and indeed a flake of bone may be 
lifted If in doubt, treat as for a fracture 
The commonest sprain is at the ankle 
Swelling aorl ''an be reduced by 
applying a cold compress with the leg 
elevated above the horizontal Later, apply 
a firm elastic bandage over a compressible 
pad 

Gases and fire hazards 

Smoke 

Smoke rapidly suffocates 1 ake 
precautions before entering smoke-filled 
room If no respirator is available, take a 
deep breath and enter area keeping as low 
as possible to remove casualties who are 
easily accessible Cover nose and mouth 
with welted handkerchief 

Poisonous gases 
Take a deep breath and hold it 
Pass quickly into room and remove 
casualty to safety 

If possible open doors and windows The 
use of a lifeline is vital before entering a 
gas-filled chamber, and the help of others 
IS usually required. 

Head injuries 

Blows to the head can cause fractures of 
the skull and/or brain damage 

Skull fracture 

A fracture may not be serious unless a 
portion has been depressed so that it lies 
on or penetrates the brain underneath A 
fracture of the side of the skull may cause 
bleeding from blood vessels which run in 
grooves on the inside of the skull. 

Fracture of the base of the skull (the part 
on which the brain rests) may be 
suspected if there is bleeding around an 
eye, through an ear, or down the nose, 
especially if mixed with watery fluid. 

Brain damage 

Concussion occurs when the brain, which 
is soft, is shaken violently inside the rigid 
bones of the skull. It may last for 
a few seconds, or for several hours, 
for which time there is a subsequent loss 


of memory. Various degrees of disturbed 
consciousness may be shown. 

Compression 

Consciousness is gradually lost over a 
period of time, due to brain swelling, 
bleeding within the skull, or from a 
depressed skull fracture. This is a very 
serious condition which as it advances 
alters the size of the pupils, their reaction 
to light, and eventually affects the 
breathing which becomes thick and noisy 
Such patients must not be left Their 
condition should be constantly monitored, 
and they must be removed to special units 
in hospital During transport provide and 
maintain a clear airway, remove dentures, 
clear saliva or mucus from the mouth and 
throat If breathing stops, commence 
respiratory resuscitation at once There 
are often other injuries, and these should 
be searched for and treated Never 
attempt to give an unconscious patient 
any food or fluids by mouth 

Heart attack 

This occurs most commonly in middle 
aged men, and women over the age of 50 
Severe gripping pain, often described as 
crushing, is felt in the centre of the chest 
It may spread into the left arm. or up into 
the neck. The patient may be pale, with 
blueness of the lips, and sweating The 
pulse beats quickly and rapidly, and may 
become irregular and faint Breathing may 
be difficult, or even very wet and 
bubbling, with coughing and froth in the 
mouth Sometimes breathlessness and 
collapse may be the only effects 
Keep the potient at rest Provide a chair, 
loosen tight clothing, and send for medical 
aid Keep crowds away, and ensure a 
supply of fresh air. Cover with a blanket 
for comfort and protection against cold 

Heat (and cold) 

Heat exhaustion 

Where copious sweating occii’s in a hot 
atmosphere, the loss of fluid and minerals 
from the body may produce a state of 
weakness and collapse The face is pale 
and ashen, the skin is moist, and the pulse 
IS fast and weak Muscles may go into 
cramp 

Put the patient at rest in a cool place, in 
light clothes, and give him/her fruit juice, 
to which a pinch of salt has been added, 
to drink slowly 

Heatstroke 

Where the ambient temperature is very 
hot, and the usual mean.s of regulating 
body temperature by sweating and 
breathing off water vapour are 
insuffici) ' f heatstroke may occur I his is 
a dangerous condition The face is red, the 
skin hot and dry, the pulse is rapid and 
bounding, and the temperature may reach 
abnormal heights Urgent measures are 
required to bring down the temperature - 
strip off the clothes, place patient in a 
cool room, pack round wet towels, ice, 
fans, to reduce the temperature to around 
38-39'’C, and then allow the temperature 
to fall more slowly to normal by keeping 
the patient in light cotton clothes, at rest, 
in cool surroundings 

Cold (hypothermia! 

Old people and babies are less able to 
maintain normal temperature. 


Illness, certain drugs, and unheated rooms 
often work in combination to produce 
hypothermia. 

Normally warm areas of skin, eg armpits 
and groin, are cold to the touch. 

Other symptoms are pale skin (may be 
deceptively pink in babies), slowness of 
thought and speech, which is gruff, 
proceeding to coma, and death 
Prevent heat loss by covering from head 
to foot in blanket 

Do not use hot water bottles, or give 
alcohol Give warm (not hot| drinks. 

Obtain medical aid 

Nose 

Do not attempt to remove object placed in 
nose if It cannot be removed by gentle 
blowing. Consult a doctor 

Poisoning 

Corrosive substances 
All that can be done is to dilute the 
stomach contents by providing drinks of 
milk or water 

Place in the recovery position while 

awaiting the ambulance 

Never attempt to produce vomiting. 

Genera! management 
Non-corrosive substances recently 
swallowed may be recovered by making 
the patient vomit. If he is conscious place 
the fingers or the back of a spoon down 
the throat, and repeat after giving half a 
tumbler of water 


Send urgently for medical aid 
Keep for identification any empty 
container, or sample of vomit 
Keep patient at rest, m the recovery 
position 

Be prepared to resuscitate if he 
becomes unconscious 
Remain with him until medical aid 
arrives 


Household poisons to bo kept out of 
reach of children 

All prescribed medicines, aspirin, 
alcohol, sleeping tablets, and iron 
tablets 

Cleaning substances, bleach, 
lavatory, window and general 
purpose cleaners 

Detergents, carpet cleaner, ammonia, 
perfumes and cosmetics 
Fabric cleaners, sterilizing fluids, and 
conditioners 

Soaps, scouring powders, liquids and 
creams 

Polishes, lavatory blocks, 
dishwashing powder 
Oven cleaning pads. 

All aerosols, glues, batteries. 
Cigarettes. 

Garden poisons 

Garden sprays, weedkillers, liquid 
fertilizers. 

Seeds. 

Flowers and berries, eg yew. 
laburnum, deadly nightshade. 
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Recovery position 

The recovery posttion ensures that blood 
reaches the brain, that the patient does 
not swallow his/her tongue if 
unconscious, and that saliva, blood or 
vomit do not produce choking. 

To place a casualty in the recovery 
position: 

1 Loosen tight clothing, and remove hard 


or crushable objects from pockets. 




4, Adjust limbs in flexed position, and 
cover with blanket. 



Mouth to mouth ventilation 

Pinch the casualty's nostrils as you take a 

deep breath 



Seal your lips around the mouth and blow 
into It. observing from the corner of your 
eye that the chest rises If the chest fails 
to rise, the airway is blocked and must be 
cleared 



Remove your mouth to allow the chest to 
deflate The escape of air is clearly 
audible Inflate the lungs four times in 
succession rapidly, and then settle to a 
regular rate of one inflation every six 
seconds 

Continue until breathin'^ becomes 
spontaneous, and do not leave the 
casualty until the ambulance arrives 



/n a child Remember the greater capacity 
of an adult's lungs, and be guided by the 
rise in the chiid's chest which must not be 
filled beyond its smaller limit. 

In a child breathe into the nose and mouth 
with your mouth. 

In a baby blow gently. 
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Resuscitation 

Where breathing has stopped the first 
priority is artificial respiration When the 
face can be reached, and no facial injuries 
prevent it, the recommended method is 
mouth to mouth ventilation This is an 
urgent procedure and seconds count 
Lay the casualty on his/her back on a firm 
surface. 

Clearing the airway 

Unless the airway is completely clear, any 
attempt at resuscitation will fail Open the 
casualty's mouth and remove any 
obstructions, such as false teeth. 

If the tongue has fallen back, press the 
chin forward 



Tilt the head back fully 



Shock and fainting 

Shock results from injury, blood loss, 
burns, fractures, and nervous causes 
It IS a dangerous condition of reduced 
vitality 

The casualty is pale, sweating, cold, with 
faint rapid pulse and shallow breathing 
Comfort, confidence and reassurance with 
gentle handling must be supplied by the 
first aider to prevent the situation from 
worsening. 

1 Stop severe bleeding. 

2 Do not move casualty 

3 Lay him/her down keeping the head 
low and the feet raised. 

4 Loosen tight clothing 

5 Ensure fresh air 

6 Move crowd away. 

7 Keep covered with blanket, but do not 
supply external heat 

8 Moisten the mouth and lips, but do not 
give anything to drink. 

Fainting 

This occurs as a result of nervous shock, 
or when standing in hot oppressive 
circumstances. 

The pulse is slow, and the patient may 
become fully unconscious. 

Do not try to lift him/her up, but raise the 
legs. Loosen tight clothing, ensure 


a supply of cool air 
Reassure patient as he/she recovers 
In certain circumstances, if patient is 
sitting, put the head down between the 
knees 



Unconsciousness 

Causes of unconsciousness may not be 
clear - the casualty is helpless 
Priority is to protect the airway, especially 
when the patient is on his/her back - fish 
out obstructions 

Then arrest any bleeding and dress any 
wounds 

Consider the possibility of other injuries, 
eg fractures 

If he/she can be moved, turn into the 
recovery position, but not it back injury 
might be present 

Never try to pour anything into the mouth 
Be careful what you say lor the patient 
may still be able to hear 
I reat the cause of unconsciousness if you 
know It 

Never leave the casualty unattended* 
Remove to hospital, or ensure a medical 
check even if unconscious for a moment 

Safety in the home 

Every year a great number of serious 
accidents, and millions of minor ones, take 
place in the home Children are particularly 
vulnerable to cuts, burns, and falls care 
should bn taken to protect them from 
likely hazards 

Danger areas 

Garden - always put garden tools away 
after use, and be especially careful when 
using electrical tools, eg hedge trimmers 
Ponds, however shallow, constitute a 
danger to children 

Kitchen - electrical appliartces should be 
wired correctly and checked often Do not 
leave trailing leads, and turn saucepan 
handles inwards on the cooker Knives 
and cleaning materials should be kept 
well out of reach of children 
Living room - never overload sockets with 
too many appliances or run cables under 
the carpet Do not hang a mirror over the 


fireplace, and fit a fireguard when children 
are about 

Stairs - keep well lit and free from 
obstructions Safety gates, when fitted, 
should be at both top and bottom. 
Bathroom - keep medicine cabinets 
locked Be sure that no electrical 
appliance can be reached by anyone in 
the bath 

Bedrooms - windows of children's rooms 
should be fitted with safety bars Do not 
put portable heaters too close to furniture 
and curtains Have electricljlankets 
serviced regularly by the manufacturer 

First aid kit 

scissors 

tweezers 

adhesive tape, or plasters 
bandage, and dressings 
gauze 

bandages, various, including cotton 

and triangular 

cotton wool 

eye pad 

lint dressing 

thermometers 

pocket flashlight 

first aid manual 

safety pins or bandage clips 

eyebath 

antiseptic preparations, eg alcohol 

aspirin and junior aspirin 

petroleum jelly 

calamine lotion 

sting lotion 

sting reliever 

indigestion remedy 

antihistamine cream 

nasal decongestant 

Doctor 


Address 


Telephone 


Nearest ho.spital 


Telephone 
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sea aninuls 2 a place or esublishment for catching fish and other sea 
animals 

f ish-.«yt adj being, having, or produced by a wide-angle photographic 
lens that has a highly curved protruding front and covers an angle of 
about 180* 

tish .farm n a tract of water used for the artificial cultivation of an 
aquatic life form (e g fishes) 

.fiah 'fingar n a small oblong of fish coated with breadcrumbs 
fiah .hawk n OSPREY I 

f iah.hook /-.hook/ n a barbed hook used on the end of a line for catching 
fish 

fiahing /Tishing/ n the sport or business of or a place for catching 
fish 

fiah .kattia n a usu deep long oval vessel used for cooking fish 
fiah .laddarn a series of pools arranged like steps by which fish can pass 
over a dam while going upstream 

fiah .louaa n any of various small crustaceans parasitic on fish 
fiah .maal n ground dried fish used as fertilizer and animal food 
f lah,mongar /-.mung-ga/ n, chiefly Br a retail fish dealer 
f iah.nat /-jiet/ n a coarse open-mesh fabnc 
fiah out vt to exhaust the supply of fish in by overfishing 
f iah.piata /-.playt/ n a usu metal plate used to lap a butt joint ['fish ^ 
Opiate] 

fiah.alicaii 1 a broad-bladed knife for cutting and serving fish at table 

2 a kitchen implement with a broad blade and long handle used esp for 
turning or lifting food in frying 

fiah, way /-.way/ n fish ladder 

fiah, wife /- .wi^/ n 1 a woman who sells or guts fish 2 a vulgar abusive 
woman 

fiahy /'fishi/ adj 1 of or like fish, esp in taste or smell 2 creating doubt 
or suspicion; questionable - infml 

f iaaila /fisiel/ adj 1 capable of being split or cleft, having the property 
of cleavage 2 capable of undergoing (nuclear) fission [L Bssihs, fr Bssus] 

- fbaflity /li'silati/ n 

fiaaion /'fish(a)n/ n 1 a splitting or breaking up into parts 2 reproduc- 
tion by Spontaneous division into 2 or more parts each of which grows into 
a complete organism 3 the splitting of an atomic nucleus with the release 
of large amounts of energy ZSW energy [L fisston-, fissio, fr /issus, pp 
of findere to split - more at an e] - fiaaion vb, fissionable adj, fissional 
adj, flssioaability /•a'bibti/ n 
fiaaion .bomb n atom bomb 1 

f iaaiparoua /fi'siparas/ adj reproducing by fission fissus + E -parous] 

- findparously adv, fisaiparousnesa n 

'fiaaure /Tisha/ n 1 a narrow, long, and deep opening, usu caused by 
breaking or parting 2 a natural cleft between body parts or in the 
substance of an organ (eg the brain) [ME, fr MF, fr L Hssura, fr 
fissus] 

’fiaaura vb to break into fissures 

'fiat /fist/ n 1 the hand clenched with the fingers doubled into the palm 
and the thumb across the fingers 2 hand la <ge/ your off my booky 

3 an attempt that meets with the specified degree of success USE (2 & 3) 
infml [ME, fr OE fyst\ akin to OHG fust fist, OSlav pfsti] 

*fiat vt to hit with the fist ithe goalkeeper ^ed the ball clear} 

-f iatad /-fistid/ comb form (adj, n -* adj) having (such or so many) fists 
<rwo-ft8ted> <rigA/fisted> 
fiatful /-.f(a)l/ n a handful 

fiaticuffa ^fisti.kufs/ n pi the act or practice of fighting with the fists 

- no longer in vogue; humor [alter, of fisty cuff, fr obs fisty (relatei|.to 
boxing) ■¥ *cuff\ 

f iatula /'fistyoob/ n, pi fiatulas, fistaiae /-li/ an abnormal or surgically 
made passage leading from an abscess or hollow organ to the body surface 
or between hollow organs [ME, fr L, pipe, fistula] 
f iatuloua /-las/ adj 1 (having the form or nature) of a fistula 2 hollow 
like a pipe or reed 

'fit /fit/ n, archaic a division of a poem or song [ME, fr OE fitt; akin to 
OS fittea division of a poem, OHG fizza skan] 

‘fit n la a sudden violent attack of a disease (e g epilepsy), esp when 
marked by convulsions or unconsciousness b a sudden but transient 
attack of a specified physical disturbance <« ^ of shivering} 2 a sudden 
outbunt or flurry, esp of a specified activity or emotion (ja of 
letter-writing} [ME, fr OE fnt strife] - by /la fita aid starts in a jerky, 
impulsive, or irregular manner 

*f it adj -tt- la(l) adapted or suited to an end or purpose (2) adapted to 
the environment so as to be capable of surviving b acceptable from a 
particular viewpoint (eg of competence, morality, or qualifications) 2a 


in a suitable state; ready b in such a distressing state as to be ready to 
do or suffer sthg specified <so tired / was ^ to drop} 3 healthy 1 [ME; 
akin to ME fttten] - fitly adv, fitness n 

^it vb fitted also fit; -tt> vt 1 to be suitable for or to; harmonize with 2a 
to be of the correct size or shape for b to insert or adjust until correctly 
in place c(l) to cause to try on (clothes) in order to make adjustments 
in size (2) to make or find clothes of the right size for (^it's difficult to 
^ him because he’s so short} d to make a place or room for, accommo- 
date 3 to be in agreement or accord with (the theory - s all the facts} 
4a to put into a condition of readiness b to bring to a required form and 
size, adjust c to cause to conform to or suit sthg 5 to supply, equip -often 
+ out 6 to adjust (a smooth curve of a specified type) to a given set of 
points 7 archaic to befit ^ v/ 1 to conform to a particular shape or size 

2 to be in harmony or accord, belong [ME fttten, fr or akin to MD vitten 
to be suitable; akin to OHG fizza skein] 

*fit n 1 the manner in which clothing fits the wearer 2 the degree of 
closeness with which surfaces are brought together in an assembly of parts 

3 the conformity between an expcnmcntal result and theoretical expecta- 
tion or between data and an approximating curve 

fitful fruHiW adj having a spasmodic or intermittent character, irregular 
<- sleep} [Tit] - fitfully adv, fltfulness n 
fitment /'fitmant/ n I a piece of equipment, esp an item of built-in 
furniture 2 pi fittings 2 [Tit] 

fitter /'fita/ n sby who assembles or repairs machinery or appliances (a 
gas ^} [*Fii + ^-F-r] 

'fitting /Titing/ adj appropnatc to the situation (made a - answer)) - 
fittingly adv, fittingneaa n 

'fitting n 1 a trying on of clothes which are in the process of being made 
or altered 2 a small often standardized part (a plumbing - > (an 
electneal ^ > [‘fit + '-ing] 

fit up vt 1 FIX UP 2 Br framf 4a (was fitted up for the murder of the 
policeman} - slang - fit-up /'- ,-/ n 

five /fiev/ n 1 number 2 the fifth in a set or senes (the ^ of clubs'^ 
3 sthg having 5 parts or members or a denomination of ^ ^ pi but sing 
in constr any of several games in which players hit a ball with their hands 
against the front wall of a 3- or 4-walled court [ME, fr five, adj, fr OE 
. fif, akin to OHG finffive, L quinque, Ok pente] - five adj orpron, fivefold 
adj or adv 

.five o'clock 'shadow n a just visible beard-growth [fr the shadow-like 
appearance of dark beard stubble visible on a man's face by S pm] 

* fiver /Tieva/ n a £5 or $5 note, also the sum of £5 - infml 
.five-'star adj of the highest standard or quality <a hotel) 

'fix /fiks/ vt la to make firm, stable, or stationary b(l) to change into a 
stable compound or available form (bactena that ^ nitrogen) (2) to kill, 
harden, and preserve for microscopic study (3) to make the image of (a 
photographic film) permanent by removing unused sensitive chemicals c 
to fasten, attach 2 to hold or direct steadily (^eshis eyes on the horizon} 
3a to set or place definitely, establish b to assign < the blame} 4 to set 
in order; adjust 5a to repair, mend the clock} b to restore, cure c 
to spay, castrate 6 chiefly NAm to get ready or prepare (esp food or 
dnnk) (can I - you a dnnk"^ 7a to get even with - infml b to influence 
by illicit means (the jury had been ^cd> ~ infml - vi 1 to become firm, 
stable, or fixed 2 chiefly NAm to get ready; be about to (we’re mg to 
leave soon} [ME fixen, fr L fixus, pp of figere to fasten - more at dyke] 

- fixable adj 

'fix n 1 a position of difficulty or embarrassment; a trying predicament 2 
(a determination oO the position (e g of a ship) found by beanngs, radio, 
etc 3 sthg influenced by illicit means (the electhn was a - infml 4 
a shot of a narcotic - slang 

fixate /Tiksayt/ vt 1 to make fixed, stationary, br unchanging; fix la 2 
to direct one’s gaze on 3 to arrest the psychological development of at 
‘ an infantile stage (he is >-6 at the anal stage} 
fixation /fik'saysh(3)n/ n 1 an (obsessive or unhealthy) attachment or 
preoccupation 2 a concentration of the libidp on infantile forms of 
gratification at the oral stage} [fixate 4 .ion] 
fixative /Tiksativ/ n sthg that fixes or sets; e g a a substance added to 
a perfume, esp to prevent too rapid evaporation b a varnish used esp to 
protect crayon drawings c a substance used to fix living tissue - fixative 
adj 

fixed /fikst/ adj la securely placed or fastened, stationary b formed into 
a chemical cofttpound nitrogen} c not subject to or capable of change 
or fluctuation, settled (a income} d intent, immobile 2 <a ^ stare} 
2 supplied with sthg needed or desirable (e g money) (how are you ^ 7} 

- infml - fixedly /-sidli/ adv, fixedness Asidnis/ n -no fixed abode no 
regular home 
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ilxmd oil n a nonvolatile (fatty) oil - compare esseniial oil 
‘fixed*, point adj involving or being a mathematical notation (e g in a 
decimal system) in which the point separating whole numbers and 
fractions is fixed - compare floating-point, scientific notation 
fixed star n any of the stars so distant that they appear to remain fixed 
relative to one another symbol 
fixer /'fiksa/ n sby adept at bnnging about a desired result (e g by enabling 
sby to get round the law or officialdom) ['fix f ’-f.r] 
fixings /'fiksingz/ n pi, NAm trimmings <a turkey dinner with all the 
^ > [fr gerund of Tix] 

fixity /Tiksati/ n the quality or state of being fixed or stable 
fixture /'fikscha/ n 1 fixing or being fixed 2a sthg fixed (eg to a 
building) as a permanent appendage or as a structural part b sthg so 
annexed to land or a building that it is regarded as legally a part of it 3 
sby or sthg invariably present in a specified setting or long associated with 
a specified place or activity inow a as the England wicket keeper} 4 
(an esp sporting event held on) a settled date or time [modif of LL fixura, 
fr L Hxus] 

fix up vt to provide with, make the arrangements for - infml <sAe fixed 
him up with a good job} 

*fizz /fiz/ vf to make a hissing or sputtering sound [prob imit] 

’fizz n la a fizzing sound b spirit, liveliness 2 an efTervescent beverage (e g 
champagne) - infml - flzzy adj 

fizzle /Tizl/ VI orn fizzling /'fizling/ (to make) a weak fizzing sound [vb 
prob alter of fist (to break wind), n fr vb] 
fizzle out VI to fail or end feebly, esp after a promising start - infml 
f jeld /fyeld/ n a barren plateau of the Scandinavian upland [Dan] 
fjord /fyawd, ‘fee,awd/ n a fiord 

flab /flab/ n ^oft babby body tissue infml [back-formation fr 
Uabby] 

flabbergast /‘Haba.gahst/ vt to overwhelm with shock or astonishment 

- infml [prob alter of flabby f aghast] 

flabby /'flabi/ adj t (having flesh) lacking resilience or firmness 2 
ineflectivc, feeble [alter of flappy] ~ flabbily adv, flabbiness n 
flaccid /flaksid/ adj la lacking normal or youthful firmness, flabby 
muscles} b i imp I - compare turgid 1 2 lacking vigour or force [L 
flaccidus, fr flaccus flabby] - flaccidly adv. flaccidity /-'sidati/ n 
'flag /flag/ n a (wild) ins or similar plant of damp ground with long leaves 
[ME Hagge reed, rush] 

’flag n a (slab oO hard evenly stratified stone that splits into flat pieces 
suitable for paving [ME Hagge, fr ON Haga slab, akin to OE Hean to flay 

- more at fi ay] 

’flag vt -gg* to lay (e g a pavement) with flags 

«flagn 1 a usu rectangular piece of fabne of distinctive design that is used 
as a symbol (e g of a nation) or as a signalling device; esp one flown from 
a single vertical staff 2 nationai ity 3, esp the nationality of registration 
of a ship, aircraA, etc [perh fr 'Hag] 

’flag vt ’gg- 1 to pul a Hag on (e g for identification) 2a to signal to (as 
lO with a flag b to signal to stop - usu r down 
*flag vt -gg* 1 to hang loose without stiffness 2 to become feeble, less 
interesting, or less active, decline [perh fr obs Hag (dr(X>ping), prob akin 
to Haw (sudden gust of wind)] 

'flag ,day n, Br a day on which chantable contributions are solicited in 
exchange for small paper flags on pins or, more recently, stickers 
flagellant /'flajibnt/ /t 1 a person who scourges him-/herself as a public 
penance 2 a person who responds sexually to being beaten by or to beating 
another person [L Hagellant-. Hagellans, prp of Hagellare to whip] - 
flagellant adj, flagellantiam n 

'flagellate /flajilayt/ vt to whip or flog, esp as a religious punishaiant 
or for sexual gratification [L Hagcllatus, pp of Hagellare, fr Hagellum, 
dim. of Hagrum whip, akin to ON blaka to wave] - flagellation 
/-'laysh(9)n/ n 

’flagellate /'flajilat/, flagellated /-laytid/ adj 1 having flagella 2 shaped 
- like a flagellum [NL Hagellatus, fr Hagellum] 

’flagellate /Ylajibt/ n a protozoan or algal cell that has a flagellum [NL 
Flagellata, class of unicellular organisms, fr neut pi of Hagellatus] 
flagellum /fla'jebm/ n, pi flagella /Aa/ also flagellums any of vanous 
elongated fllament-shaped appendages of planu or animals; esp one that 
projects singly or in groups and powers the motion of a microorganism 
[NL, fr L, whip, shoot of a plant] ~ flagellar adj 
'flageolet /.fU^o'let/ n a small Apple flute [F. fr OF Hajolet, fr Hajol flute, 
fr (assumed) VL Habeolum, fr L Hare to blow - more at 'blow] 
’flageolet n frenlti bean [F, modif of Prov faioulet, dim. of (assumed) 
OProv faiol kidney bean, fr (assumed) VL fabeolus, alter, of L phaseolus 
kidney bean] 


.flag of con'venience n the flag of a country in which a ship is 
registered in order to avoid the taxes and regulations of the ship-owner’s 
home country 

'flag .officer n any of the oflicere in the navy or coast guard above 
captain [fr his being entitled to display a flag with 1 or more stars 
indicating his rank] 

.flag of 'truce n a white flag earned or dispbyed to an enemy as an 
invitation to conference or parley 

flagon /'flagan/ n la a large usu metal or pottery vessel with handle and 
spout and often a lid, used esp for holding liquids at table b g large squat 
short-necked bottle, often with 1 or 2 ear-shaped handles, m which ader, 
wine, etc are sold 2 the contents of or quantity contained in a flagon [ME, 
fr MF Hascon, Hacon bottle, fr LL Hascon-, Hasco - more at flask] 
'flag .rank n the rank of a flag officer 

flagrant /'flaygrant/ adj conspicuously scandalous, outrageous <'«* 
neglect of duty} [L Hagrant-, Hagrans, prp of Hagrare to bum - more at 
Bi ack] - flagrance /-grans/, flagrancy n, flagrantly adv 
flagrante delicto /fla,granti di'liktoh/ adv in flagrante delicto 
'flag, ship /-.ship/ n 1 the ship that carries ihe commander of a fleet or 
subdivision of a fleet and flies his flag 2 the finest, largest, or most 
important one of a set 

‘flag-, waving n passionate appeal to patnotic or partisan sentiment; 
Jingoism - flag-waver n 

'flail /(lay!/ n a threshing implement consisting of a stout short 
free-swinging stick attached to a wooden handle [ME Hal, Hail, panly fr 
(assumed) OE Hegel (akin to OHG Hegtl flail; both fr a prehistoric WGmc 
word borrowed fr LL Hagellum flail, fr L, whip) A partly fr MF Haiel, 
fr LL Hagellum - more at 'flagellate] 

’flail vt la to strike (as lO with a flail b to swing or beat as though wielding 
a flail < - mg his arms to ward off the insects} 2 to thresh (gram) with 
a flail v! to wave, thrash - often 4 about 
flair /flea/ n I discnminating sense, intuitive discernment, esp in a 
specified field <a ^ for style} 2 natural aptitude; talent <shows little 
for the subject} 3 a uniquely attractive quality; esp sophistication or 
smartncs.s <she has a certain ^ about her} USE {! A 2) usu ^ for [F, 
lit , sense of smell, fr OF, odour, fr flamer to give off an odour, fr LL 
Hagrare, fr L fragrare - more at fragrance] 

flak /flak/ n 1 the fire from antiaircraft guns 2 heavy criticism or 
opposition ~ infml [G. fr /Tiegerabwehrkanonen, fr /Irqger flyer ■» abwehr 
defence 4 kanonen cannons] 

'flake /flayk/ n a platform, tray, etc for drying fish or produce [ME, 
hurdle, fr ON Haki, akin to OHG Hah smooth, Gk pelagos sea, Lplacere 
to please •> more at flease] 

’flake n 1 a small loose mass or particle 2 a thin flattened piece or byer; 
a chip 3 a pipe tobacco of small irregularly cut pieces [ME. of Scand 
ongin; akin to Norw Hak disk] 

*f lake vi to come away in flakes - usu ^ off -^vt 1 to form or separate 
into flakes; chip 2 to cover (as lO with flakes - flaker n 
flake out vi to collapse or fall asleep from exhaustion - infml [perh fr 
obs Hake (to become languid), var of *na^ 

'flak .jacket /flak/ n a jacket of heavy fabne containing shields (e g of 
metal or plastic) for protection, esp against enemy fire 
flaky /'flayki/ adj 1 consisting of flakes 2 tending to flake - flaki* 
ness n 

flam /flam/ n a drumbeat of 2 strokes, the first being a very quick grace 
note [prob imii] 

'f lambb /'flombay {Fr flobe)/ adj. of food spnnkled with brandy, rum, etc 
and Ignited - used postpositively [F, fr pp of Hamber to flame, singe, fr 
OF, fr Hambe flame] 

’flamM vt flaanbeed; flambeing to spnnkJe (food) wnth brandy, nun, etc 
and Ignite 

flambeau /’flamboh/ n. pi flambeaax, flanbeaiit /-boh(z)/ a flaming 
torch, broadly torch 1 [F. fr MF, fr Hambe flame] 

'flamboyant /flam'boyant/ adj 1 often cap, of architecture character- 
ized by waving curves suggesting flames 2 ornate, florid; also resplendent 
3 given to dashing display; ostentatious [F, fr prp of Hamboyer to flame, 
fr OF, fr Hambe] - flamboyaace /-ans/, flanboyaacy n, flaasboyaatly 
adv 

’flamboyant n a showy tropical tree with scarlet and orange flowers 
'flame /flaym/ n 1 (a tongue oO the glowing gaseous part of a fire 2a 
a state of blazing usu destructive combustion - often pi with sing, meaning 
<ihe whole city was in ^%} b a condition or appearance suggesung a 
flame, esp in having red, orange, or yellow colour c bright reddish orange 
d bnlliance, bnghtness 3 burning passion or love 4 a sweetheart - usu 
in oldHamc [ME Haume, Haumbe, fir MF Hamme (fr L Hamma) A Hambe, 
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fr OF, fr flamble, fr L flammula, dim. of flamma, akin to L ffagrarc to 
bum - more at bijvck] - flameleas adj, flameproof /-.proohf/ adj or vr. 
flamy adj 

VI 1 to bum with a flame; blaze 2 to break out violently or 
passionately <flamtng with indignationy 3 to shine bnghtly like flame, 
glow ''i' vt to treat or affect with flame, c g a to cleanse, stenlize, or 
destroy by Are b to flambe - flamer n 

'flame .cell n a hollow cell that has a tuft of cilia and is part of the 
excretory system of various lower invertebrates 
flamenco /fla'mengkoh/ n, pi flamencos (music suitable for) a vigorous 
rhythmic dance (style) of the Andalusian gypsies [Sp, Flemish, like a 
gypsy, fr MD Vtaminc Fleming] 

.flame photometer n a spectrophotometer for determining the con- 
centration of metals from the spectrum lines formed when the 
metal-containing solution is vaponzed in a very hot flame - flame 
photometric adj, flame photometry n 
'fla me. thrower /-.throh-a/ n a weapon that expels a burning stream of 
liquid 

flaming /flayming/ adj 1 being in flames or on Are, blazing 2 resem- 
bling or suggesting a flame in colour, bnlliance, or shape <' ^ red hair} 
3 ardent, passionate <Aad a ^ row with the boss') 4 bi.<x>dy 4 - slang 

- flamingly adv 

flamingo /fla'ming-goh/ n. pi flamingos also flamingoes any of several 
web-footed broad-billed aquatic birds with long legs and neck and 
rosy-white plumage with scarlet and black markings [Pg. fr Sp flamenco, 
prob fr OProv flamenc, fr flama flame, fr L flamma] 
flammable /flamabl/ adj inflammable 1 [L flammare to flame, set on 
Arc, fr flamma] - flammable n, flammability /-ma'bfbti/ n 
flan /flan/ n 1 a pastry or cake case containing a sweet or savoury Ailing 

- compare quiche 2 the metal disc from which a coin, medal, etc is made 
[F, fr OF flaon, fr LL fladon-, flado flat cake] 

flaneur /fla'nuh (Fr flanoe:r)/ n an aimless person; an idler [F fla- 
neur] 

'flange /flanj/ n a rib or nm for strength, for guiding, or for attachment 
to another object (a on a pipej (perh alter of flanch (a curving charge 
on a heraldic shield)] 

^flange vt to provide with a flange - flanger n 
'flank /flangk/ n 1 the (fleshyrart of the) side, esp of a quadruped, 
between the nbs and the hip meai 2a a side b the nght or leh of 
a formation [ME, fr OF fJanc, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG hlanca loiu, 
flank - more at lank] 

’flank vf 1 to protect a flank of 2 to attack or threaten the flank of 3 to 
be situated at the side of, border 

flanker /'flangka/ n a player (e g in rugby) positioned on the outside of 
the forward line ['flank i '-er] 

'flannel /flanl/ n la a twilled loosely woven wool or worsted fabric with 
a slightly napped surface b a stout cotton fabric usu napped on 1 side 2 
pi garments of flannel; esp men’s trousers 3 Bra cloth used for washing 
the skin, esp of the face 4 chiefly Br flattering talk; also nonsense - infml 
[ME flaunneol woollen cloth or garment] - flannel adj, flannelly adj 
’flannel vb -11* (NAm -I-, -II-) /'flanl-ing/ chiefly Br v/ to speak or wnie 
flannel, esp with intent to deceive vt to make (one's way) or persuade 
(sby) to one’s advantage by flannelling USE infml 
flannelette /Jlanl'et/ n a napped cotton flannel 
'flap /flap/ n 1 a stroke with sthg broad; a slap 2 sthg broad or flat, 
flexible or hinged, and usu thin, that hangs loose or projects freely, e g a 
an extended part forming a closure (e g of an envelope or carton) b a 
movable control surface on an aircraft wing for increasing lifl or lift and 
drag FLIGHT 3 the motion of sthg broad and flexible (e g a sail); also 
an instance of the up-and-down motion of a wing (e g of a bird) 4 a state 
of excitement or panicky confusion, an uproar - infml [ME flappe, prob 
of iniit origin] 

’flap vb -pp- vt 1 to beat (as lO with a flap 2 to (cause to) move in flaps 
^ Vf 1 to sway loosely, usu with a noise of stnking and esp when moved 
by the wind 2a to beat (sthg suggesting) wings b esp of wings to beat c 
to progress by flapping d to flutter ineffectively 3 to be in a flap or panic 

- infml 

flapdoodia /’flap^oohdl/ n nonsense - infml [origin unknown] 
'flapjack Ajak/ n 1 a thick pancake 2 a biscuit made with oats and 
syrup [^ffap + Jack (the name)] 

flappar /flapo/ JI la an implement that can be flapped (e g to scare birds 
or swat flies) b flipper 1 2 a young woman; specif an emancipated girl 
of the period of WW I and the twenties - infml ['flap + '-er] 

'flara /flea/ vj 1 to bum with an unsteady flame 2t to shine or blaze with 
a sodden flame b to became suddenly and often violently excited, angry. 


or active 3 to open or spread outwards, esp to widen gradually towards 
the lower edge ~ vf 1 to cause to flare 2 to provide with a flare <a —d 
sktrf) USE (vi 2) usu 4 up [origin unknown] 

’flare n 1 a (sudden) unsteady glanng light or flame 2a (a device or 
substance used to produce) a Arc or blaze of light used to signal, 
illuminate, or attract attention b a temporary outburst of energy (1) from 
a small area of the sun's surface (2) from a star 3 a sudden outburst (e g 
of sound, excitement, or anger) 4 a spreading outwards; also a place or 
part that spreads (jeans with wide ~ s> 5 light resulting from reflection 
(e g between lens .surfaces) 

'flare.stack /-.stak/ n a device (e g at an oil well) for burning unwanted 
matenal enkruy 

'flare-, up n an instance of sudden activity, emotion, etc <a new ^ of 
border disputes') 

'flash /flash/ VI 1 of flowing water to rush, dash 2a to burst violently into 
flames b to break forth in or like a sudden flame or flare (lightning ^ ing 
in the sky) 3a to appear suddenly (an idea ^ es into her mind) b to move 
(as lO with great speed (the days - by) 4a to break forth or out so as 
to make a sudden display (the sun ~ cd from behind a cloud) b to act 
or speak vehemently and suddenly, esp in anger - often t out 5a to give 
off light suddenly or in transient bursts b to glow or gleam, esp with 
animation or passion (his eyes ^ed in a sinister fashion) 6 to commit 
the offence of indecent exposure - slang ~ vt la to cause the sudden 
appearance or reflection of (esp light) b(l) to cause (eg a mirror) to 
reflect light (2) to cause (a light) to flash c to convey by means of flashes 
of light 2a to make known or cause to appear with great speed (^ a 
message on the screen) b to display ostentatiously (always - ing his 
money around) c to expose to view suddenly and briefly < ~ mg a shy 
smile) [ME flaschen, of imit origin] 

’flash n 1 a sudden burst of light (a of lightning) 2 a sudden burst 
of perception, emotion, etc (had a ~ of intuition) 3 a short time (I’ll be 
back m a ^) 4 an esp vulgar or ostentatious display 5 a rush of water 
released to permit passage of a boat 6a a bnef look, a glimpse b a bnef 
news report, esp on radio or television c n AsitiKiHi 2, also flashlight 
photography d a quick-spreading flame or momentary intense outburst 
of radiant heal 7 a thin ndge on a cast or forged article, resulting from 
the hot metal, plastic, etc penetrating between the 2 parts of the mould 
8 an immediate brief pleasurable feeling resulting from an intravenous 
injection (c g of heroin) 9 an indecent exposure of the genitals USE (S 
A 9) slang 

’flash adj 1 of sudden origin or onset and usu short duration (a — fire), 
also earned out very quickly ( - freezing) 2 flashy, showy - infml 
'flash, back /-,bak/ n 1 (an) interruption of chronological sequence in 
a literary, theatneal, or cinematic work by the evocation of earlier events 
2 a burst of flame back or out to an unwanted position (eg in a 
furnace) 

'flash, bulb /-.bulb/ n an electric flash lamp in which metal foil or wire 
IS burned 

'flash .card n a card bearing words, numbers, etc for bnef display as a 
learning aid 

'flash.cube /-.kyoohb/ n a small cube incorporating 4 flashbulbs for 
taking 4 photographs in succession 

flasher /'na.sh9/ n la a light (e g a traffic signal or car light) that catches 
the attention by flashing b a device for automatically flashing a light 2 
one who commits the ofTence of indecent exposure - slang ['flash 
4 '-er] 

flash flood n a bnef but heavy local flood usu resulting from rainfall 
'flash, gun /-.gun/ n a device for holding and operating a photographic 
flashlight 

flashing /'flashing/ n sheet metal used is waterproofing a roof or the 
angle between a vertical surface and a roof [fr gerund of 'flash (to cover 
with a thin layer)] 

.flash in the 'pan n (sby or sthg having)-a sudden success that appears 
promising but turns out to have no lasting significance [fr the finng of 
the priming in the pan of a flintlock mssket without discharging the 
piece] 

'flash .lamp n 1 a portable flashing light 2 a usu electric lamp for 
prodacing flashlight for taking photographs 

'f lash,liqht /-.liet/ n 1 a usu regularly flashing light used for signalling 
(e g in a lighthouse) 2 (a photograph taken with) a sudden bnght artificial 
light used in taking photographic pictures 3 chiefly NAm an electric 
torch 

'flath.over /-.ohva/ n an abnormal electrical discharge 

'flash .point n 1 the temperature at which vapour from a volatile 
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substance ignites 2 a point at which sby or sthg bursts suddenly into 
(violent) action 

'flash.tub« /-.tyoohb/ n a gas discharge tube that produces very bnef 
intense flashes of light and is used esp in photography 
flashy /'flashi/ adj 1 superficially attractive; temporanly bnlliant or 
bright 2 ostentatious or showy, esp beyond the bounds of good taste - 

flashily adv, flashlncss n 

flask /flahsk/ n 1 a broad flat bottle, usu of metal or leather-covered 
glass, used to carry alcohol or other dnnks on the person 2 any of several 
conical, spherical, etc narrow-necked usu glass containers used in a 
laboratory 3 vacuum flask [MF Hasquc powder flask, denv of LL 
flascon-, Hasco bottle, prob of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG flaska bottle] 
'flat /flat/ adj -tt- 1 having a continuous honzontal surface 2a lying at 
full length or spread out on a surface; prostrate b resting with a surface 
against sthg 3 having a broad smooth surface and little thickness, aJso 
shallow <a dishy 4a clearly unmistakable; downright (gave a ^ 
dentaiy b(l) fixed, absolute (^charged a ^ rate} (2) exact (got to work 
in to minutes ^ > 5a lacking animation, dull, monotonous; also inactive 
(trade is a bit ^ just now) b having lost effervescence or sparkle 
beery 6a of a tyre lacking air; deflated b of a battery completely or 
partially discharged 7a of a musical note lowered a semitone in pitch b 
lower than the proper musical pitch 8a having a low trajectory (threw 
a fast — bally h of a tennis ball or ihot hit squarely without spin 9a 
uniform in colour b of a painting lacking illusion of depth c(l) of a 
photograph lacking contrast (2) of lighting for photography not empha- 
sizing shadows or contours d esp of paint having a matt finish [ME. fr 
ON flatr, akin to OHG /7az flat. Gk platys - more at place] - flatly adv, 
flatacaa n, flattiah adj 

*f lat n 1 an area of i;*vel ground, a plain - oflen pi with sing, meaning 2 
a flat part or surface (the - of one's handy 3 (a character indicating) 
a musical note I semitone lower than a specified or particular note 
MUSIC 4a a flat piece of theatneal scenery b any of the sides of a nut or 
bolt head 5 a flat tyre 6 often cap the flat-racing season (the end of 
the 

*flatadv 1 positively, uncompromisingly (turned the offer down 2a 
on or against a flat surface b so as to be spread out, at full length (fell 
^ on the ground) 3 below the proper musical pitch 4 wholly, completely 
< brokey - infml 
•flat vb -tt- to flatten 

•flat n a self-contained set of rooms used as a dwelling [alter, of Sc flet 
floor, dwelling, fr OE. akin to ON flatr level, flat] - flatlet /-lit/ n 
.flat 'feat n pi but smg or pi in constr a condition in which the arches 
of the insteps of the feet arc flattened so that the entire sole rests on the 
ground 

'flatfish / .fish/ n any of an order of manne fishes (e g the flounders and 
soles) that swim on one side of the flattened body and have both eyes on 
the upper side 

'flatfoot /-.foot/ n, pi flatfeet /-.feet/ a policeman - slang 
, flat-footed /-'footid/ adj affected with flat feet - flat-footedly adv 
'flatiron /-.le an/ n iron 2c, esp one heated on a fire, stove, etc 
'flatmate /-.mayt/ n, Br one who shares a flat with another 
.flat 'out adv at maximum speed, capacity, or performance - flat-out adj, 
chiefly Br 

'flat .race n a race, usu for horses, on a level course without obstacles 

- compare HURDi t 2b. steeplechase I - flat-racing n 

flat apin n 1 an aerial manoeuvre or flight condition consisting of a spin 
in which the aircraft is roughly honzontal 2 a state of extreme agitation 

- infml 

flatten /'flat(a)n/ vt 1 to make flat 2 to lower in pitch, esp by a semitone 
3 to beat or overcome utterly (got '^ed in the annual cricket man, hy - 
infml VI to become flat or flatter: e g a to extend in or into a flat position 
or form (hills — ing into coastal plainsy - often v out b to become 
uniform or stabilized, often at a new lower level - usu ^ out - 
flatteacr n 

flatten out vi, of an aircraft to assume a position with the wings and 
fuselage parallel to the ground 

flatter /’flat®/ vt 1 to praise excessively, esp from motives of self-interest 
or in order to gratify another's vaaity 2 to raise the hope of or gratify, 
often groundlessly or with intent to deceive (Iwas ^ed by the invitationy 
3a(l) to portray or represent (too) favourably (always paints pictures that 
^ his subjectsy (2) to display to advanUge (candlelight often -s the 
facey b to judge (oneselO (too) favourably </ myself i am not a foot) 

^ vi to flatter sby or sthg [ME flateren, fr OF Hater to lick, flatter, of Gmc 
origin; akin to OHG Haz flat] - flatterer n, flatteringly adv, flattery n 
flattia /'flati/ n a low-heeled usu walking shoe ['Hat -/e] 


'flattop /-.top/ n, chiefly NAm aircraft carrier 
flatulant /'flatyoolant/ adj 1 causing, marked by. or affected with 
accumulauon of flatus 2 pretentious without real worth or substance; 
turgid [MF, fr L flatus act of blowing, act of breaking wind, fr flatus, pp 
of flare to blow - more at 'blow] > flatulence, flatulency n, flatuleatly 
adv 

flatus /'flaytas/ n gas generated in the stomach or intestines [L] 
'flatways /-.wayz/ adv with the flat surface presented in a specified or 
implied position 

f latwlsa /-.wiez/ adv, chiefly NAm flatways 
‘flatworm /-.wuhm/ n a platyhelminth » 

f launching /'flawnching/ n a slope (e g of concrete) given to the top of 
a chimney to shed rain [flanch. Haunch (to slant, flare), perh fr F flanc 
flank] - flauneb vb or n 

flaunt /flawnt/ vi 1 to wave or flutter proudly (the flag in the 
breezey 1 to parade or display oneself to public notice vf 1 to display 
ostentatiously or impudently; parade < mg his supenorityy 2 to flout - 
nonstandard [prob of Scand origin; akin to ON flana to rush about - more 
at planet] - flauntingly adv, flaunty adj 
flautist /"flawtist/ n one who plays a flute [It flautista, fr flauto flute, 
fr OProv flaut] 

flavascant /fla've$(d)nt/ adj (turning) slightly yellow [L flaveacenh, 
flavescens, prp of flavescere to turn yellow, fr flavus] 
flavin /’flayvin/ n any of several yellow pigments occurring as part of the 
coenzymes of flavoproteins [ISV, fr L flavus yellow - more at blue] 
flavine /'flayvin/ n acnflavme or a similar yellow dye used as an 
antiseptic [ISV, fr L flavus] 

flavoprotain /.flayvoh'prohteen/ n an enzyme that contains a flavin and 
often a metal and plays a major role in biological oxidation reactions [ISV 
flavin + -o- 4 protein] 

'flavour, NAm chiefly flavor //flayva/ n 1 the blend of taste and smell 
sensations evoked by a substance in the mouth, also a distinctive flavour 
(condiments give to food) 2 charactenstic or predominant quality 
(the newspaper retains a sporting ) [ME flavour, fr (assumed) MF 
flavour, fr OF flavor, alter, of flaur, flaor, ft (assumed) VL flator, ft L flare 
to blow] - flavourftil adj, flavourlcBa adj, flavoarsoase /-s(a)m/ adj 
•flavour, NAm chiefly flavor vt to give or add flavour to - flavowiag 
/’flayv(a)nng/ n 

flaw /flaw/ /} 1 a blemish, imperfection 2 a usu hidden defect (e g a 
crack) that may cause failure under stress (a in a bar of steef) 3 a 
weakness in sthg immatenal (a ^ in his argument) 4 a fault in a legal 
paper that may invalidate it [ME, prob of Scand origm; akin to Sw flaga 
flake, fla'ir , akin to OE flean to flay) - flaw vb, flawleas adj, flawicaaly adv, 
flawkuneas n 

flax /flaks/ n 1 (a plant related to or resembling) a slender erect 
blue-flowered plant cultivated for its strong woody fibre and seed 2 the 
fibre of the flax plant, esp when prepared for spinning [ME, fr OE fleax; 
akin to OHG flahs flax, L plectere to braid - more at ply] 
f laxan /'flaks(a)n/ adj 1 made of flax 2 resembhng flax, esp in being a 
pale soft straw colour < hair) 
flaxaaed /'flaks^eed/ n linseed 

flay /flay/ vt I to stnp off the skin or surface of; also to whip savagely 
2a to stnp of possessions, skin 3 b to cnticize or censure harshly [ME 
flen, ft OE flean, akin to ON fla to flay. Lith pleSu to tear] 

'F .layer /'ef/ n the highest and most densely ionized layer of the 
ionosphere 

flea /flee/ n t anv of an order of wingless bloodsucking jumping insects 
that feed on warm blooded animals 2 flea beetle [ME He, fr OE flea; 
akin to OHG floh flea, OE fleon to flee] > with a flea in ooe'a ear with 
a usu embarrassing repnmand (sent off with a flea in his ear) 
'flea.bag /-.bag/ n 1 a dirty or neglected person or animal 2 chiefly 
NAm an infenor hotel or lodging USE infml 
'flea.bane /-.bayn/ n any of various composite plants that were once 
supposed to dnve away fleas 

flee beetle n a small jumping beetle that feeds on foliage 
'flee.bite /-.biet/ n a tnfling problem or expense - infml [flea 4 bide] 
'f lee-.bitten adj I of a (light-coloured) horse's coat flecked with chestnut 
or brown 2 shabby, run-down - infml 

'flee .market n a usu open-air market selling secondhand articles and 
antiques [trans of F March6 aux Puces, a market in Paris] 
f lea.pit /-.pit/ n, chiefly Br a shabby cinema or theatre ~ infml or humor 
[flea 4 pit] 

f ibehe /flesh (Fr fle J)/ n a slender usu wooden spire rising from the ridge 
of a roof [F, lit., arrow] 
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fle'chette /fle'shet/ n a small dart-shaped projectile that can be fired 
from a gun or clustered in a warhead [F, fr dim of Heche arrow] 
'fleck /flck/ vt to mark or cover with flecks; streak [back-formation fr 
flecked spotted, fr ME, prob fr ON flekkottr, fr Hekkr spot] 

*fleck ii 1 a small spot or mark, esp of colour 2 a gram, particle 
flection /flekshfaln/ n (a) flexion 

fledge /flej/ vt l to rear until ready for flight or independent activity 2 
to cover (as if) with feathers or down 3 to feather (esp an arrow) [fledge 
(capable of flying), fr ME flegge, fr OE -flycgc, akin to OHG Huckt 
capable of flying. OE fleog&n to fly - more at 'fly] 
fledgling, fledgeling /'flejlmg/ /? 1 a young bird just fledged 2 an 
inexpenenced person 

flee /flee/ vb fled /fled/ vi 1 to run away from danger, evil, etc 2 to pass 
away swiftly; vanish (jntsts ^ ing before the nsing sun') vt to run away 
from; shun (ME Hen, fr OE /Tra/i; akin to OHG fliohan to flee] 
'fleece /flees/ n la the coat of wool covenng a sheep or similar animal 
b the wool obtained from a sheep at 1 shearing 2a a soft or woolly 
covenng like a sheep's fleece <a -- of snow lay on the ground) b a soft 
bulky deep-piled fabric used chiefly for lining coats [ME tJees, fr OE fleos, 
akin to MHG vlius fleece. L pluma feather, down] - fleeced adj, fleecy 
adj 

’fleece vt to stnp of money or property, usu by fraud or extortion, esp to 
overcharge - infml ['fleece; lit., to remove (a fleece) by sheanng or 
plucking] 

'fleet /fleet/ vi to fly swiftly, pass rapidly (clouds ^ mg across the sky'> 
[ME fleten, fr OE fleotan to float, swim, akin to OHG fliozzan to float. 
OE fJowan to flow] 

'fleet n 1 a number of warships under a single command 2 often cap a 
country’s navy - usu ^ the ^ a group of ships, aircraft, lorries, etc owned 
or operated under one management [ME flete, fr OE fleet ship, fr 
flwtan] 

fleet adj swift in motion; nimble [prob fr 'fl€cf\ - fleetly adv, fleet- 
ness n 

fleet admiral n rank 

Fleet Air Arm n the branch of the Royal Navy that maintains and 
operates naval aircraft 

.fleet .chief petty 'officer n rank 

fleeting /fleeting/ adj passing swiftly, transitory - fleetingly adv, 
fleetingness n 

'Fleet .Street n the national London-based press [Fleet Street, London, 
centre of the London newspaper distnet] 

Fleming /fleming/ n a member of the Gerfhanic people inhabiting 
Flanders [ME, fr MD Vlammc, fr Vlam- (as in Vlamland Flanders)] 
'Fiemiah /flemish/ adj of Flanders, the Flemings, or Flemish 
'Flemish n 1 the Germanic language of the Flemings language 
2 pi in cemstr Flemings 

Flemish bond n a method of laying Jincks in which each row consists 
of alternating headers and stretchers building 
Fiemiah horse n a short rope suspended from the end of the yard of 
a sailing ship, on which a seaman stands when reefing or furling the sails 
SHIP 

f lenae /flens/ vt to stnp (e g a whale) of blubber or skin [D flensen or 
Dan & Norw flense] 

'fleah /flesh/ n la the sofl, esp muscular, parts of the body of a 
(venebrate) animal as distinguished from visceral structures, bone, hide, 
etc b excess weight; fat 2 the edible parts bf an animal; esp the muscular 
tissue of any animal usu excluding fish and sometimes fowl 3a the 
physical being of humans (the spint indeed is willing, but the -ii^is weak 
- Mt 26-41 (AV» b the physical or sensual aspect of human nature 
(pleasures of the ^) 4a human beings; humankind - esp in all flesh b 
living beings generally c kindred, stock (one’s own > 5 a fleshy (edible) 
part of a plant or fruit [ME, fr OE flsesc, akin to OHG fleisk flesh] - in' 
the flcfb in bodily form; in person 

'fiMh It 1 to fci^ (eg a hawk or hound) with flesh from the kill to 
encourage interest in the chase; broadly to initiate or habituate, esp by 
giving a foretaste 2 to clothe or cover (as lO with flesh; broadly to give 
substance to ed his argument out with solid fact) - usu + out w to 
become (more) fleshy or substantial - usu + out 
.flesh and 'blood n 1 human nature (such neglect was more than ^ 
could stands 2 near kindred - chiefly in one’s own flesh and blood 3 
substance, body (attempting to give to nebulous ideas) 
fleeh-.COlOiir adj dr n pinkish white with a slight yellow tint - 
fleah-cokMred adj 

•flethed comb form {-* adj) having (such) flesh <pink-fle8hed> 

.fly a a fly whose maggots feed on flesh 


fleshings /'fleshmgz/ n pi flesh-coloured tights worn by dancers and 
actors 

fleshly /flcshli/ adj carnal 

‘flash, pot /-.pot/ n I pi bodily comfort or good living, luxury - usu ^ 
the 2 a nightclub or similar place of entertainment <a tour of the city’s 
^s> ~ usu pi 

'flash .wound n an injury involving penetration of body muscle without 
damage to bones or internal organs 

flashy /'fleshi/ adj la consisting of or resembling flesh b marked by 
(abundant) flesh, esp corpulent 2 succulent, pulpy - fleshiness n 
f latch /flech/ St FLEDGE 1 [back-fomiation fr fletcher] 
f latcher /flecha/ n one who makes arrows [ME fleccher, fr OF flechier, 
fr fleche arrow] 

flatton /flet(a)n/ n a type of bnck [Fletton, district in Cambridgeshire, 
England] 

flaur de coin /.fluh da ‘kwunh (Fr fleer da kwf )/ adj. of a com preserved 
in mint condition [F a fleur de com, lit , with the bloom of the die] 
fleur-de-lis, fleur-de-ly$ /.fluh da 'lee/ n. pi fleurs-de-lis, fleur-de-Hs, 
fleurs-de-lys, fleur-de-lys /lee(z)/ 1 iris 2 2a conventionalized iris in art 
and heraldry [ME flourdelis, fr MF tlor de Its, lit , lily flower] 
fieuron /flooaron, -ran, 'fluh-/ n a flower-shaped ornament used for 
decorative effect (eg in architecture, printing, and cooking) [F, fr MF 
floron, fr flor, flour, flur flower] 
flew /flooh/ past of 1 LY 

flews /floohz/ n pi the drooping side parts of the upper lip of a 
bloodhound or similar dog [ongin unknown] 

'flex /fleks/ vt 1 blnd 1 2a to bend (a limb or joint) b to move (a muscle 
or muscles) so as to flex a limb or joint [L flexus, pp of flccrerc] 

'flex n, chiefly Br a length of flexible insulated electrical cable used in 
connecting a portable electneal appliance to a socket [short for flexible 
(cord)] 

flexible /'fleksdbl/ adj 1 capable of being bent, pliant 2 yielding to 
influence, tractable 3 capable of changing in rcsptmse to new conditions, 
versatile (a highly - curriculum) - flexibility /-sp'bil.>ti/ n, flexibly 
adv 

flexion also flection /'fleksh(3)n/ n 1 flexing or being flexed 2 a bent 
part, a bend 3 a bending of (a joint between the bones of) a limb [L 
flexion-, flexio, fr flexus, pp of fleet ere] ^ 

flexitime /fleksi.tiem/ n a system m Bntain whereby employees work 
a set total of hours per week or month but can choose from a usu limited 
range of daily starting and finishing times [flexible t time] 
flexography /flek'sografi/ n a process of rotary letterpress printing 
using flexible rubber plates and quick-drying inks [/7fxible • -o- * 
-graphy] - flexographic /.flcksa'grafik/ adj, flexographically ads 
flexor /fleksa/ n a muscle that produces flexion 
flexuous /fleksyoo-as/ adj having turns or windings [L flexuosus, fr 
flexus bend, fr flexus, pp] - flexuously adv 
flexure /fleksha/ /i 1 n ex ion I 2 a turn or fold - flexural adj 
flibbertigibbet /.flibati'jibit/ n a flighty or garrulous woman - infml 
[ME flepergebet, perh of imit origin] 

'flick /flik/ n a light jerky movement or blow [imit] 

'flick vt la to stnke lightly with a quick sharp motion b to remove with 
flicks - usu f away or off 2 to cause to move with a flick (the cow —cd 
Its tail from side to side) '-vi 1 to move lightly or jerkily, dart 2 to direct 
a flick at sthg - flick through leaf through 
flick n 1 FILM 4b 2 (a showing of a film at) a cinema - f the; usu pi USE 
infml [short for ^flicker] 

'flicker /flika/ vi 1 to move irregularly or unsteadily, quiver 2 to bum 
fitfully or with a fluctuating light 3 to appear or be present irregularly 
or indistinctly A of a light to fluctuate in intensity ^ vt to cause to flicker 
[ME flikeren, fr OE fliconan] - flickeringly /flik(a)nngli/ adv 
'flicker n 1 a flickenng (movement or light) 2 a momentary quickening 
or stirnng (a - of interest) - flickery /fl|k(a)n/ adj 
'flick-.knife n a pocket knife with a blade that flicks open when 
required 

flier, flyer /flie a/ n 1 sby or sthg that moves very fast 2 an airman ['fly 

'flight /fliet / 11 la a passage through the air using wings b the ability 
to fly 2a(l) a passage or journey through air or space; specif any such 
flight scheduled by an airline (2) the distance covered in such a flight b 
the trajectory of a struck or bowled ball; esp a relatively high curve 
imparted to a bowled ball in cricket c swift movement 3 a group of 
similar creatures or objects flying through the air 4 a brilliant, imaginat- 
ive, or unrestrained exerase or display (a of fancy) 5 (a series of locks, 

hurdles, etc resembling) a continuous series of stairs from one landing or 
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Hoor to another 6 any of the vanes or feathers at the tail of a dart, arrow, 
etc that provide stability 7 a small unit of (military) aircraft or personnel 
in the Royal Air Force [ME, fr OE flyht\ akin to MD vJucht flight. OE 
fleogan to fly] - flightless adj 

light vt 1 'flush 2 2 to impart flight to (a bowled ball) 

light n an act or instance of fleeing [ME fluht, fliht; akin to OHG fluht 

flight, OE fleon to flee] 

'flight .deck n 1 the deck of a ship used for the takeoff and landing of 
aircraft 2 the compartment housing the controls and those crew who 
operate them in an airi^afl flight 

flight lieutenant n rank 

'flight .path n the (planned) course taken by an aircraft, spacecraft, 
etc 

'flight .plan n a usu wntten statement of the details of an intended 
flight 

'flight ra,cordar n a robust device fitted to an aircraft that records 
details of its flight, csj^Jor use in investigating accidents 

flight sergeant n rank ^ 

.flight .sergeant 'aircrew n rank 

flighty /'flieti/ adj 1 easily excited or upset; skittish 2 irresponsible, silly, 
also flirtatious ['flight » -.v] - flightily adv, flightinesa n 
flimflam /'flim.flam/ n 1 deception, trickery 2 nonsense, humbug USE 
infml [prob of Scand origin, akin to ON Him mockery] - flimflam- 
mer n 

'flimsy /'flimzi/ adj la lacking in strength or substance b of inferior 
materials or workmanship, easily destroyed or broken 2 having little 
worth or plausibility (a ~ excuse) [perh alter of 'film • -sy (as in 
tncksy)] ~ fllmii|)r adj, flimsineas n 

’flimsy n (a docunleni printed on) a lightweight paper used esp for 
multiple copies 

flinch /flinch/ VI to shnnk (as lO from physical pain, esp to tense the 
muscles involuntanly in fear [MF flenchir to bend, turn aside] - flinch 
/}. flinchingly adv 

flinders /'flindaz/ n />/ splinters, fragments [ME flendens, prob of Scand 
ongin, akin to Norw fhndra thin piece or splinter of stone] 

'fling /fling/ vb flung /flung/ vt I to move in a hasty or violent manner 
< mg out of the room in a rage) 2 of an animal to kick or plunge 
vigorously - usu + out -^vt 1 to throw or cast (aside), esp with force or 
recklessness <flung the books on the table) < ^ mg his arms out) <flung 
off all restraint) 2 to place or send suddenly and unceremoniously (the 
attack flung the enemy force into confusion) 3 to ejaculate or utter 
vigorously 4 to cast or direct (oneself or one’s efforts) vigorously or 
unrestrainedly <flung herself into her work) [ME fhngen, of Scand 
ongin, akin to ON Hengja to whip, da to flay - more at flay] 

’fling n 1 a penod devoted to self-indulgence (determined to have one last 
^ before settling down) 2 a casual attempt - chiefly mfml ^ 

flint /flint/ n 1 a hard quartz found esp in chalk or limestone 
buildino- 2 a flint implement used by pnmitive human beings 3 a 
matenal (e g an alloy of iron and cenum) used for producing a spark (e g 
in a cigarette lighter) [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG flins pebble, hard stone] 

- fllntlike adj, flinty adj 

'flint .corn n a maize with hard usu rounded kernels 
'flint .glass n heavy brilliam glass of relatively high refractive index that 
contains lead oxide 

'flintlock /-.lok/ n (a gun having) a gunlock used in the 17th and 18th 
c, in which the charge is ignited by sparks struck from flint 
'flip /flip/ vb -pp- vt 1 to toss or cause to move with a sharp movement, 
esp so as to be turned over in the air a com) 2 Ft ick la 3 to turn 
over vi 1 to lose one’s sanity or self-control 2 to become exirrmely 
enthusiastic, go wild </ just - ped over that new record) USE (vi) slang 
[prob imit] - flip through leaf through 
’flip n 1 a (motion used in) flipping or a flick 2 a somersault, esp when 
performed in the air 3 a mixed dnnk usu consisting of a sweetened spiced 
alcoholic drink to which beaten eggs have been added 
*flip adj -pp- flippant, impertinent ^ infml 

flip-flop .^flip .flop/ n 1 a backward handspnng 2 a usu electronic device 
or circuit (e g in a computer) capable of assuming either of 2 stable states 
3 a rubber sandal consisting of a sola and a strap fixed between the toes 

- flip-flop VI 

flippant /'flip(3)nt/ adj lacking proper respect or senousness, esp in the 
consideration of grave matters [pr^ fr 'flip] - flippancy /-si/ n, flip- 
pantly adv 

f lippar /'flipo/ n 1 a broad flat limb (e g of a seal) adapted for swimming 
2 a flat rubber shoe with the front expanded into a paddle used for 
underwater swimming ['flip + *-er] 


flipping /'fliping/ adj or adv, Br 'bloody 4, 'bloody - euph [euph for 
fuckmg] 

flip .side n the side of a gramophone record which is not the pnncipal 
marketing attraction ['flip] 

'flirt /fluht/ VI to behave amorously without senous intent [origin 
unknown] - flirty adj, flirtation A'taysh(a)n/ n, flirtatkNu /-'Uyshas/ 
adj, flirtatiously adv, flirtatlousnesa n - flirt with to show superficial or 
casual interest in or liking for 

’flirt n 1 an act or instance of flirting 2 one, esp a woman, who flirts 
flit /flit/ VI -tt- 1 to pass lightly and quickly or irregularly from one place 
or condition to another, esp to fly in this manner 2 chuily TScot A NEng 
to move house, esp rapidly and secretly [ME flitten, of Scand ongin; akin 
to ON flytjask to move, OE fJeotan to float] - flit n 
flitch /flich/ n 1 a salted and often smoked side of pork 2 a longitudinal 
section of a log [ME fbcche, fr OE flicce] 
flitter /*flita/ vi to flutter, flicker [freq of flit] 

'float /floht / 11 la a cork or other device used to keep the baited end of 
a fishing line afloat b a floating platform for swimmers or boats c sthg 
(e g a hollow ball) that floats at the end of a lever in a cistern, tank, or 
boiler and regulates the liquid level d a sac containing air or gas and 
buoying up the body of a plant or animal e a watertight structure enabling 
an aircraft to float on water 2 a tool for smoothing a surface of plaster, 
concrete, etc 3 (a vehicle with) a platform supporting an exhibit in a 
parade 4 a sum of money available for day-to-day use (e g for expenses 
or for giving change) [ME flote boat, float, fr OE flota ship, akin to OHG 
fidz raft, stream, OE fJeotan to float - more at fleet] 

’float VI 1 to rest on the surface of or be suspended in a fluid 2a to drift 
(as lO on or through a liquid (yellow leaves <-ed down) b to wander 
aimlessly 3 to lack firmness of purpose; vacillate A of a currency to find 
a level in the international exchange market in response to the law of 
supply and demand and without artificial support or control — vr 1 to 
cause to float in or on the surface of a liquid, also to carry along in this 
manner 2 to smooth (e g plaster) with a float 3 to present (e g an idea) 
for acceptance or rejection 4 to cause (currency) to float 
floatage /'flohtij/ n flotage 
floatation /floh'taysh(d)n/ n flotation 

'floater /'flohta/ n 1 an employee without a specific job 2 a spot before 
the eyes due to dead cells and cell fragments in the vitreous humour and 
lens pFiOAT 4 '-er] 

floating /'flohting/ adj 1 located out of the normal position (a 
kidney) 2a continually changing position or abode (a large ^ popula- 
non) b not presently committed or invested <->' capital) c short-term 
and usu not funded < debt) 3 connected or constructed so as to operate 
and adjust smoothly 

floating dock n a floating dry dock that can be partly submerged under 
a ship and then raised 

'f loating-.point adj involving or being a mathematical noution in which 
a value is represented by a number multiplied by a power of the number 
base (the value 99.9 could be represented in a system as. 999 X l(ff) 

- compare fixed-point, sciENTinr notation 
floating rib n a nb (e g any of the last 2 pairs in human beings) that has 
no attachment to the sternum - compare false rib 
floating voter n one who does not always vote for the same party 
floe /flok/ /I 1 a foamy mass formed by the uniting of fine suspended 
particles 2 'flock 1, 2, 3 [short for floccule] 
flocculate /'flokyoolayt/ vb to (cause to) form a flocculent mass <-^ 
clay) ~ flocenlant n, flocculatioa /•'laysh(a)n/ n 
floccule /"flokyoohl/ n a small loosely united bit of matenal (e g ore) in 
or precipitated from a liquid [LL flocculus] 

flocculent /'flokyoobnt/ adj 1 resembling wool, esp in loose fluffy 
texture 2 made up of floes or floccules [L floccus -h E -ulent] - 
flocculence o 

flocculus /'flokyoobs/ n, pi floccull /-lie/ 1 a floccule 2 a bnght or 
dark patch on the sun [LL, dim of L floccus flock of wool; akin to OHG 
blaha coarse linen] 

'flock /flok/ n smg or pi in constr 1 a group of birds or mammals 
assembled or herded together 2 a church congregation, considered in 
rebtion to its pastor 3 a large group <j whole ^ of tourists) [ME, fr 
OE ffocc crowd, band; akin to ON Hokkr crowd, band] 

’flock VI to gather or move in a crowd (they ^ed to the beach) 

*f lock n 1 a tuft of wool or cotton fibre 2 woollen or cotton refuse used 
for stuffing furniture, mattresses, etc 3 very short or pulverixed fibre used 
esp to form a velvety pattern on cloth or paper or a protective covering 
on metal 4 flcx: I [ME] 

^lock v( to decorate with flock - flocking n 
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The modern jet airliner transports passengers in numbers 
comparable to some ocean liners of a generation before, 
and at speeds then attainable only by fighter aircraft. This 
Boeing 747 can carry 500 passengers over a range of 
8200 km (5100 miles) at a cruising speed of 980 km/hour 
(610 mph). It weighs 351 .5 metric tons (775 000 lb) and 
is 70.5m (231 ft) long. 



Conventional fixed-wing aircraft can fly because their wings 
are aerofoils > bodies specially designed to produce lift 
when air flows over them. When the aircraft is flying 
horizontally, the wings are angled slightly upwards, so that 
the force of the air creates an area of low pressure above 
them, in effect sucking the aircraft upwards; at the same 
time, a compensating area of high pressure is created 
beneath the wings, giving extra lift. When the aircraft's 
nose is raised, increasing the angle at which the air meets 
the wing, more lift is achieved. However, when the critical 
angle is passed, the airflow becomes turbulent, lift is lost, 
and the aircraft stalls. 


low pressure 


z 

high pressure 
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The turbofan is the engine used to 
power most modern jet airliners. It is a 
development of the original turbojet, 
which works by drawing in air with a 
turbine-driven compressor, mixing it 
with burning fuel, and ejecting it at 
high speed. The turbofan, in addition, 
has a large fan with a set of blades at 
the front, which acts rather lilte a 
conventional propeller; it draws in 
extra air which bypasses the engine 
and is ejected along with the exhaust 
gases at the rear. This can drastically 
reduce the amount of fuel the engine 
has to burn, and also makes it quieter. 


tow speed 
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floe /floh/ n (a sheet oO floating ice, esp on the sea [prob fr Norw fJo 
flat layer] 

flog /flog/ vt 'gg* 1 to beat severely with a rod. whip, etc 2 to force into 
action; dnve 3 to repeat (sthg) so frequently as to make uninteresting - 
esp m flog something to death, infml 4 Br sell 2a - slang [perh modif 
of L flagellare to whip ~ more at 'flagellate] - flog ■ dead horse to 
waste time or energy on worn-out or previously settled subjects 
7lood /flud/ 71 1 an overflowing of a body of water, esp onto normally 
dry land 2 flow 2 3 an overwhelming quantity or volume <a - of 
letters'} 4 a floodlight [ME, fr OE flod, akin to OHG fluot flood. OE 
flowan to flow] 

‘flood vt 1 to cover with a flood, inundate 2a to fill abundantly or 
excessively (jstrawbemes cd the market and pnces dropped} b to 
supply (a carburettor) with an excess of fuel 3 to dnve out of a house, 
village, etc by flooding ^vi 1 to pour forth in a flood 2 to become filled 
with a flood 

'flood, gate /-.gayt/ /i 1 a gate for shutting out or admitting water 2 sthg 
serving to restrain an outburst 

'flood, light /- ,liet/ n (a source of) a broad beam of light for artificial 
illumination - floodlight vt 

'flOOd.plain /-.playn/ n a plain near the mouth of a river that is subject 
to penodic flooding and is built up by deposition of sediment 

GEOGRAPHY 

'flood .tide n the tide while flowing in or at its highest point 
'floor /flaw/ n 1 the level base of a room 2a the lower inside surface of 
a hollow structure (e g a cave or bodily part) b a ground surface (the 
ocean ~ > 3 a structure between 2 storeys of a building, also a storey 4a 
the part of an assembly in which members sit and speak b the members 
of an assembly (^concluded by calling for questions from the •^} c the 
right to address an assembly <rhe member for Blackpool North has the 
5 a lower limit [ME flor, fr OE flor, akin to OHG fluor meadow, 
L planus level, Gk planasthai to wander] - flooring n 
‘floor vt 1 to cover with a floor 2a to knock to the floor or ground b to 
reduce to silence or defeat: nonplus USE {2) infml 
floor leader n,NAm a member of a legislative body who directs his/her 
party's strategy in the assembly 

floor manager n i a shopwalker 2 the stage manager of a television 
programme 

'floor .show n a senes of acts presented in a nightclub 
'floorwalker /-.wawka/ n, chiefly NAm a shopwalker 
floozy, floozie, floosie /’floohzi/ n 1 a (disrepyilable) woman or girl 1 
a female companion - derog [perh alter of flossy (showy, flashy)] 
'flop /flop/ VI -pp- 1 to swing or hang loosely but heavily 2 to fall, move, 
or drop m a heavy, clumsy, or relaxed manner ped into the chair with 
a sigh of relief} 3 to relax completely, slump 4 to fail completely <in spite 
of good reviews the play -- p^> USE {3&4) infml (alter of ^flap] 
‘flop n 1 (the dull sound oO a flopping motion </c// with a ^} 2 a 
complete failure - infml 
‘flop adv with a flop 

floppy /'f\opi/adj tending to hang loosely, esp being both soft and flexible 

- floppily adv, floppiness n 

.floppy 'disk n a flexible disk that is coated with a magnetic substance 
and IS used to store data for a computer compuier 
flora /'flawra/ n, pi floras also florae /'flawn/ 1 a treatise on, or a work 
used to identify, the plants of a region 2 plant life (of a region, penod, 
or special environment) - compare falna [NL, fr L Flora, Roman 
goddess of flowers] 

floral /'flawral, 'floral/ adj of flowers or a flora [L flor-, flos flower - more 
at ’Bix)w] - florally adv 

floral leaf n a modified leaf (e g a sepal or petal) occurnng as part of the 
inflorescence of a plant 

floraacance /flaw'res(9)ns, flo-/ n a state or penod of flounshing or 
flowenng - fml [NL florescentia, fr L fJorescent-, florescens, prp of 
florescere, incho of florere to blossom, flourish - more at flourish] - 

florescent adj 

floral /flawrit, 'flo-/ n any of the small flowers forming the head of a 
(composite) plant [ME flourette, fr MF flouret, dim. of Hour flower] 
florl- /flawri-, flon-/ comb form flower, flowers <flon- 
culture} (Jioriferous} (L, fr flor~, flos] 

floriated /'flawri.aytid, 'flori-/ adj decorated with or shaped like a floral 
motif - floriation /-’aysh(a)n/ n 

floribunda /.flon'bunda/ n any of vanous hybrid bush roses with open 
clusters of flowers [NL. fern of flonbundus flowenng freely] 
florid /'florid/ adj 1 excessively flowery or ornate in style 2 tinged with 


red; ruddy <a ^ complexion} (L flondus blooming, flowery, fr florere] 

- floridly adv, floridness n, floridity /flo'ridati/ n 

florilegium /.flawn'lceji-am, ,flon-/ n. pi florilegia /-'leej(i)9/ an 
anthology of wntings [NL, fr L flonlegus culling flowers, fr flon- f legere 
to gather - more at ieoend] 

florin /'flonn/ n 1 any of vanous former gold coins of European 
countries 2 a former Bntish or Commonwealth silver com worth 2 
shillings 3 The Netherlands. Sunnam at nationaliiy [ME, fr 
MF. fr Olt fionno, fr fiore flower, fr L flor-, flos-, fr the lily on the 
coins] 

florist /'flonst/ n one who deals in or grows flowers and ornamental 
plants for sale - floristry /-stn/ n 

•floroiis /-flawrps/ comb form ( adj) having or beanng (such or so 
many) flowers <iin7norous> [LL -florus, fr L flor-, /7qs] 
floss /flos/ n 1 waste or short silk or silky fibres, esp from the outer part 
of a silkworm’s cocoon 2 si^ft thread of silk or mercenzed cotton for 
embroidery [fr or akin to D vios. akin to MHG vlus. vlius fleece - more 
at 'flfecl] - flossy adj 

flotage, floatage /'flohtij/ n 1 moiaiion 1, also the ability to float 2 
objects or matenal that floats, flotsam ['float] 
flotation, floatation /floh'taysh(3)n/ n 1 the act, process, or state of 
floating 2 the launching, esp by financing, of a company, enterprise, etc 
3 the separation of particles of a material (e g pulven/cd ore) according 
to their relative capacity for floating on a liquid ['float] 
flotilla /fla'tib/ n a small fleet of ships, esp warships [Sp, dim of flota 
fleet, fr OF flote, fr ON floti, akin to OE flota ship, fleet - more at 

Fl.OAl] 

flotsam /'flots(a)m/ n 1 flouting wreckage, esp of a ship or its cargo - 
compare jetsam 2 i-lotsam and ictsam [AF floteson, fr OF floter to 
float, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE flotian to float, tiota ship] 

.flotsam and 'jetsam /'jets(a)m/ n 1 vagrants 2 unimportant miscel- 
laneous material, odds and tnds 

'flounce /flowns/ vi 1 to move in a violent or exaggerated fashion 2 to 
go III such a way as to attract attention, esp when angry (^slapped him and 
^ d out of the room} [perh of Scand ongin, akin to Norw fJunsa to hurry] 

- flounce n, flouncy adj 

‘flounce n a wide gathered stnp of fabric attached by the gathered edge 
(eg to the hem of a skirt or dress) [altein^of earlier frounce, fr ME 
frouncen to curl] - flouncy adj 
‘flounce vt to trim with a flounce or flounces 
'flounder /’flownda/ n, pi flounder, esp for different types flounders any 
of vanous flatfishes including some manne food fishes 
(ME, of Scand ongin, akin to ON flythra flounder, flatr flat] 
‘flounder VI 1 to struggle to move or obtain footing 2 to proceed or act 
clumsily or meflectually <~mg through a poor lectured [prob alter of 
founder] - flounder n 

'flour /flowa/ n 1 finely ground meal, esp of wheal 2 a fine soft powder 
[ME - more at Ft owe r] -- floury /■flow(a)n/ adj 
‘flour vt 1 to coat (as lO with flour 2 to make (c g gram) into flour 
'flourish /'flunsh/ vi 1 to grow luxunanily, thnve 2a to achieve success, 
prosper b to be in good health c to reach a height of activity, develop- 
ment, or influence ^ vt to wave or wield with dramatic gestures, brandish 
[ME flonsshen, fr MF flonss-, stem of florir, fr (assumed) VL flonre, 
alter of L florere, fr flor-, flos flower] 

‘flourish n 1 a showy or flowery embellishment (e g m literature or 
handwriting) or passage (e g m music) 2a an act of brandishing b an 
ostentatious or dramatic action 

flout /flowi/ vt to treat with contemptuous disregard; scorn (^openly 
^mg the rules} [prob fr ME flouten to play the flute, fr floute flute] -- 
flouter n 

'flow /floh/ VI la to issue or move (as iQ m g stream <nvers mg to the 
sea} (wealth -^ing from the oil industry} k to circulate (blood -^ing 
round the body} 2 of the tide to rise 3 to al^und mg with milk and 
honey} 4a to proceed smoothly and readily <co/ivc/sa/7o/j began to ^} 
b to have a smooth graceful continuity (thc '^ mg lines of the car} S to 
hang loose or freely 6 of a plastic solid (eg rock) to deform under stress 
without cracking or rupturing [ME Bowen, fr OE flowan, akin to OHG 
flouwen to rinse, wash, L pluere to ram, Ok plein to sail, float] 

‘flow It 1 a flowing 2 the flowing in of the tide towards the land 3r a 
smooth uninterrupted movement or supply (a steady ^ of ideas} b a 
stream or gush of fluid c the direction of (apparent) movement 4 the 
quantity that flows in a certain time 5 menstruation da the motion 
characteristic of fluids b a continuous transfer of energy 
'flow.chart /-.chaht/ n a diagram consisting of a set of symbols (e g 
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rectangles or diamonds) and connecting lines, (hat shows step-by-siep 
progression through a usu complicated procedure or system 
.flow 'diagram n a flowchart 

'flower /'flows/ n la a blossom, inflorescence b a shoot of a higher plant 
bearing leaves modified for reproduction to form petals, sepals, ovanes, 
and anthers pi,ani c a plant cultivated for its blossoms 2a (he finest 
or most perfect part or example </Ae ^ ofa nation’s youth destroyed in 
war} b the finest most vigorous period: prime c a state of blooming or 
flourishing - esp in in flower 3pJa finely divided powder produced esp 
by condensation or sublimation s of sulphury [ME flour flower, best 
of anything, flour, fr OF flor, flour, fr L flor-, flos - more at 'bi owJ - 
flowered adj, flowerleas adj 

’flower VI 1 to produce flowers, blossom 2 to reach a peak condition, 
flounsh '^vt 1 to cause to bear flowers 2 to decorate with a floral design 
- flowerer n, flowering adj 

'flower ,girl n a girl or woman who sells flowers, esp in a market or the 
street 

flowering plant n a plant that produces flowers, fruit, and seed, an 
angiosperm plant 

'flowerpot /-,pot/ n a pot. typically the shape of a small bucket, in which 
to grow plants 

flowery /'flowan/ adj 1 of or resembling flowers 2 containing or using 
highly ornate language - flowerineas n 
flown /flohn/ past part of il\ 

'flow .sheet n a flowchart 
flu /flooh/ n influenza 

fluctuate /'fluktyoo.ayt, -choo.ayt/ w 1 to nse and fall, swing back and 
forth 2 to change continually and irregularly, waver [L fluctuatus, pp of 
fluctuare, fr J^ucW\ flow, wave, fr fluctus. pp of fluere] ~ fluctuant adj. 
fluctuation /-'aysh(9)n/ n 

flue /flooh/ n 1 a channel in a chimney for flame and smoke 2 a pipe 
for conveying heat (e g to water in a steam boiler) [ongin unknown] 

'f lue-.cured adj cured by heat, usu from flues, without exposure to smoke 
or fumes tohaccoy 

fluent /'flooh ant/ adj 1 capable of flowing, fluid 2a able to speak or 
write with facility, also spoken or wntten in this way <Ars Welsh is ^ 
b effortlessly smooth and rapid, polished (a ^ perfomiancey [L fluent-, 
fluens, prp of fluere] -■ fluency /-si/ n, fluently adv 
'flue .pipe n an organ pipe whose tone is produced by an air current 
stnking the lip and causing (he air within to vibrate - compare Rtcn 
PiPi 

'fluff /fluf/ n la small loose bus of waste matenal (e g hairs and threads) 
that stick to clothes, carpets, etc b soft light fur, down, etc 2 a blunder. 
esp an actor's lapse of memory - chiefly infml [prob alter of flue (fluff), 
fr Flem vluwe, fr F vein shaggy] 

’fluff VI 1 to become fluffy - often t out or up 2 to make a mistake, esp 
in a performance ^vt 1 to make fluffy - often ♦ out or up {the bird ^ cd 
out Its feathersy 2a to fail to perform or achieve successfully, bungle <Ae 
^ cd his examy b to deliver badly or forget (one's lines) m a play LISE 
(vi 2; vt 2) chiefly infml 

fluffy /'flufi/ adj 1 like or covered with fluff 2 light and soft or airy <a 
^ sponge cakey - flufflness n 

flugelhorn /'floohgl.hawn/ n a valved brass instrument resembling a 
comet [G flugelhorn, fr flugel wing, flank « horn horn, fr its use to signal 
the outlying beaters in a shoot] 

'fluid /'flooh-id/ adj la having particles that easily change their relative 
position without separation of the mass, able to flow b likely or tending 
to change or move; not fixed 2 characterized by or employing a smooth 
easy style </Ae ballerina's ^ movementsy 3a available for a difTcirent use 
b easily converted into cash assetsy [F or L, F fluide, fr L Hfuidus, 
fr fluere to flow; akin to Gk phlyrein to boil over, L flare to blow - more 
at 'blow] > fluidly adv, fluidity /-'idati/ also fluidness n 
’fluid n 1 sthg capable of flowing to conform to the outline of its container; 
specif a liquid or gas 2 a liquid in the body of an animal or plant 
(jcerebrospinal - > - fluidal adj 

.fluid 'drachm /dram/, chiefly NAm fluidrm /.flooh I'dram/ n a unit 
of capacity equal to Vifl oz (atout 3 SSem^) unit 
fluid drive n a device (e g an automatic car gearbox) containing fluid that 
transmits power from an engine to a dnven unit (e g the wheels of a 
car) 

fluidics /flooh'idiks/ n pi but sing in constr the use of fluid flow in shaped 
channels to produce devices (e g an amplifier or switch) that function like 
electronic components fluidic adj 

fluid-ize, -ise /'flooh-i.diez/ vt 1 to cause to flow like a fluid 2 to fluidize 
the particles of (a loose bed of material) in an upward flow (e g of a gas) 


to increase the rate of a chemical or physical reaction - fluidizer n, 
fluidization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

.fluid 'ounce, NAm fluidounce /.flooh-i'downs/ n 1 a Bntish unit of 
liquid capacity equal to '/,o impenal pt (about 28.41cm') 2 a US unit of 
liquid capacity equal to '/,. US pt (about 29.54cm’) USE unit 
'fluke /floohk/ n 1 a flatfish 2 a liver fluke or related trematode worm 
[ME, fr OE floe, akin to OHG flah smooth - more at 'flake] 

’fluke n 1 the part of an anchor that digs into the sea, nver, etc bottom 
2 a barbed end (e g of a harpoon) 3 either of the lobes of a whale's tail 
(perh fr 'fluke, fr its flat shape] 

’fluke n 1 an accidentally successful stroke or action 2 a -stroke of luck 
<tAe discovery was a — > [origin unknown] 
fluky also flukey /'floohki/ adj 1 happening by or depending on chance 
rather than skill 2 esp of wind unsteady, changeable 
flume /floohm/ n an inclined channel for conveying water (e g for power 
generation) [prob fr ME Hum river, fr OF, fr L flumen, fr fluere] 
flummery /'fluman/ n 1 a sweet dish typically made with flour or 
oatmeal, eggs, honey, and cream 2 pretentious humbug [W llymru] 
flummox /'flumaks/ vt to bewilder or confuse completely [origin 
unknown] 

flump /flump/ vb or n (to move or drop with) a dull heavy sound 
[imit] 

flung /flung/ past of fling 

flunk /flungk/ vh, chiefly NAm vi 1 to fail, esp m an examination or 
course 2 to be turned out of a school or college for failure ^ v/ 1 to give 
a failing mark to 2 to get a failing mark in USE infml [perh blend of 
flinch and funk] 

flunky, flunkey /'flungki/ n 1 a livened servant 2 a yes-man 3 chiefly 
NAm a person performing menial duties (worked as a ^ in a cookhousey 
[Sc. perh fr flanker one who stands by sby's side] 
f luor- /flooa-/, fluoro- comb form 1 fluonne <fluor/de> <fluorocarbon> 
2 also fluori- fluorescence <fluoro$a>pe> [F, fr fluonne] 
fluorescence /flooa‘rcs(a)ns/ n the emitting of electromagnetic radi- 
ation, usu as visible light, as a result of the simultaneous absorption of 
radiation of shoner wavelength, also the radiation emitted - fluoresce 
/flooa’rcs/ vi. fluorescer n 

fluorescent /flooa'res(a)nt/ adj 1 of or having fluorescence 2 bnght 
and glowing as a result of fluorescence (a - pinky 
fluo, rescent 'lamp n a tubular electnc lamp with a coating of fluor- 
escent material on its inner surface 

fluoridate /'flooan.dayt/ vt to add a fluonde to (e g drinking water) - 
fluoridation /-'daysh(a)n/ n 
fluoride /'flooaned/ n a compound of fluonne 
fluori meter /flooa'nmita/ n an instrument for measunng fluorescence 
and related phenomena - fluorimetry n, fluorimetric /-n'metnk/ adj 
fluorinate /Tlooan.nayi/ vt to treat or cau.se to combine with (a 
compound oO fluonne - fluorination /''naysh(3)n/ n 
fluorine /'flooareen/ n a nonmetallic univalent halogen element that is 
normally a pale yellowish toxic gas periodic table [F. fr NL /7iior 
mineral belonging to a group used as fluxes and including fluonte, fr L, 
flow, fr fluere - more at fluid] 
fluorite /'flooanet/ n fluorspar [It] 
fluoro- /flooaroh-/ - sec fluor- 

fluorocarbon /,flooaroh'kahb(a)n/ n any of vanous chemically inert 
compounds containing carbon and fluonne, used chiefly as lubneants and 
refrigerants and in making resins and pla.stics 
fluoroscope /'flooara.skohp/ n an instrument used for observing the 
internal structure of an opaque object (e g the living body) by means of 
X rays [ISV] - fluoroscopic /-'skopik/ adj, fluoroscopically adv, fluoros- 
copy /flooa'roskapi/ n 

fluorosis /flooa'rohsis/ n an abnormal condition (e g mottling of the 
teeth) caused by excessive intake of fluonne compounds - fluorotk 
/-'rotik/ adj 

'fluorspar /'flooa.spah/ n calcium fluonde occumng as a vanously 
coloured mineral [fluor- + ‘spar] 

'flurry /'flun/ n la a gust of wind b a bnef light fall of snow 2 a state 
of nervous excitement or bustle 3 a short-lived outburst of trading activity 
[prob fr flurr (to scatter, ruffle)] 

’flurry vb to (cause to) become agitated and confused 
'flush /flush/ vf to take wing suddenly ^ vr 1 to cause (a bird) to flush 
2 to expose or chase from a place of concealment - often + out out 
the cnminalsy [ME flusshen, perh of imit ongin] 

’flush /I 1 (a cleansing with) a sudden flow, esp of water 2a a sudden 
increase, esp of new plant growth b a surge of emotion (felt a ^ of anger 
at the insulty 3a a tinge of red. esp in the cheeks; a blush b a fresh and 
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vigorous state <in the first ^ of womanhooJy 4 a transitory sensation of 
extreme heat; specif hot flush 5 Br a device for flushing toilets or 
drains [perh modif of L fJuxus ~ more at flux] 

*flU8hvf 1 to flow and spread suddenly and freely 2a to glow bnghtly with 
a ruddy colour b to blush 3 to produce new growth <t/ie plants ed 
twice during the year) ^vt la to cause to flow or be earned along on 
a stream of liquid, specif to dispose of thus b to pour liquid over or 
through; esp to cleanse (as iO with a rush of liquid <~ the toilet^ 2 to 
inflame, excite - usu pass <was -^cd with victory^ 3 to cause to 
blush 

*f\u9hadj 1 filled to overflowing 2a having or forming a continuous edge 
or plane surface; not indented, recessed, or projecting (jianelling ^ with 
the wally b arranged edge to edge so as to fit snugly 3 readily available; 
abundant - chiefly infml 4 having a plentiful supply of money infml - 

flufbiMss n 

*flu8h adv 1 so as to form a level or even surface or edge 2 squarely (hit 
him — on the chiriy 

•flush vt to make flush the headings on a page^ 

’flush n a hand of playing cards, esp in a gambling game, all of the same 
suit [MF Hus, Ouz, fr L fluxus flow] 

'fluster /'flusta/ vb to make or become agitated, nervous, or confused 
[prob of Scand ongin, akin to Icel flaustur hurry] 

•fluster n a state of agitated confusion 

'flute /flooht/ 0 1 a keyed woodwind instrument that consists of a 
cylindrical tube stopped at one end. is played by blowing air across a side 
hole, and has a range from middle C upwards for 3 octaves 2a a grooved 
pleat b ary of the vertical parallel grooves on the shaft of a classical 
column ARCHiTECTURF [ME floute, fr MF flahute, fr OProv flaut] 
- fluting n 

•flute VI to produce a flutelike sound '^vt 1 to utter with a flutelike sound 
2 to form flutes in - fluter n 
flutist /'floohtist/ n, chiefly NAm a flautist 

'flutter /fluta/ VI 1 to flap the wings rapidly 2a to move with quick 
wavenng or flapping motions (Bags mg m the wind) b to beat or 
vibrate in irregular spasms (his pulse ^ed> 3 to move about or behave 
in an agitated aimless manner vt to cause to flutter [ME Boteren to 
float, flutter, fr OE Boterian, freq of Botian to float, akin to OE Beotan 
to float - more at fleet] - flutterer n, fluttery adj 
•flutter ii 1 a fluttenng 2a a state of (nervous) confusion, excitement, or 
commotion b abnormal spasmodic fluttenng of a body part 3 a distortiorv 
in reproduced sound similar to but at a fastet rate than wow 4 an 
unwanted oscillation (e g of an aircraft part or bridge) set up by natural 
forces 5 chteBy Br a small gamble or bet 
fluty /'floohti/ adj like the sound of a flute, light and clear 
fluvial /'floohvi-ai, -vyal/ adj of. produced by, or living in a stream or 
river [L Buviahs, fr Buvms nver, fr Buere] 
fluviatile /'floohvi-a.til, -,tiel/ adj fluvial [MF, fr L Buviatihs, irreg fr 
Buvius] 

'flux /fluks/ n 1 a continuous flow or flowing 2a an influx b continual 
change; fluctuation (the programme wa.s in a state of ^) 3 a substance 
used to promote fusion of metals (e g in soldering or brazing) 4 the rate 
of transfer of a fluid, particles, or energy across a given surface — ^ 
PHYSICS 5 archaic an (abnormal) flowing of fluid, esp excrement, from 
the body [ME, fr MF & ML, MF, fr ML Buxus, fr L, flow, fr Buxus, pp 
of Buere to flow - more at fluid] 

•flux vt 1 to cause to become fluid 2 to treat with a flux ^ vi to become 
fluid ^ 

fluxions /'fluksh(3)nz/ n pi, archaic calculus 2b [Buxion flow, rate of 
change of a varying quantity, fr MF, flow, fr L Buxion-, Buxio, fr Buxus, 
pp] - flaxional adj 

'fly /flie/ vb flew /flooh/; flown /flohn/ v/ la to move in or through the 
air by means of wings b to move through the air or space c to float, wave, 
or soar in the air (Bags ^ ing at half-mast) 2a to take flight; flee b to 
fade and disappear; vanish (the shadows have flown) 3a to move, act, 
or pass swiftly (he flew past me) b to move or pass suddenly and violently 
into a specified state <flew into a rage) c to seem to pass quickly (our 
hobday simply flew) 4 to operate or travel in an aircraft or spacecraft 5 
to depart in haste; dash - chiefly infml ^ vr la to cause to fly <« a kite) 
b to operate (a flying machine or spacecraft) in flight c to journey over 
by flying the Atlantic) 2 to flee or escape from 3 to transport by 
aircraft 4 to use (a specified airline) for travelling (I always ^ British 
Airways) [ME Bien, fr OE Beogan\ akin to OHG Biogan to fly, OE 
Bdwan to flow] > flyaMe add, flying n > fly aC/on, fly oat at to assail 
suddenly and violently - fly in the face/teeth of to act in open defiance 


or disobedience of - fly off the handle to lose one's temper, esp 
suddenly 

•flyn 1 an act or process of flying 2 p! the space over a stage where scenery 
and equipment can be hung 3a a (garment) opening concealed by a fold 
of cloth extending over the fastener, esp, pi such an opening in the front 
of a pair of trousers b fly sheft 2 c(l) the length of an extended flag 
from Its staff or support (2) the outer or loose end of a flag - compare 
hoist 2b 4 chieBy Br a light covered horse-drawn carnage 
•fly adj, chieBy Br keen, artful - infml [prob fr ‘By] 

•fly n 1 a winged insect - often in combination (mayfly) 2 iwo-winged 
Fi Y 3 a natural or artificial fly attached to a fishhook for use as bait [ME 
Bie, fr OE Beoge, akin to OHG Bioga fly, OE Beogan to fly] - fly in the 
ointment a detracting factor or element 

,fly ‘agaric /’agank, a'gank/ n a poisonous toadstool with a usu bnghi 
red cap with small white scaly patches 
flyaway /'flie-;>,way/ adj 1 lacking practical sense, flighty 2 esp of the 
hair tending not to stay in place 

'fly.back / -,bak/ n the return of the spot of light on a cathode-ray tube 
after it has traced one image and before it begins the next 
'fly, blow /-.bloh/ n (infestation, esp of meat, with) an egg or young larva 
deposited by a flesh fly or blowfly \*By » blow (deposit of insect 
eggs)] 

'flyblown /-.blohn/ adj 1 infested with flyblows 2 impure, tainted, also 
nut new, used 

flyby /‘flie.bic/ n, pi flybys /-.bie// 1 a flypast 2 a flight of a spacecraft 
close to a celestial body (eg Mars), esp to obtain scientific data 
''fly-by-.night n 1 one who seeks to evade respimsibilities or debts by 
flight 2 a shaky business enterpnse USK chiefly infml 
•'fly-by-, night adj 1 given to making a quick profit, usu by disreputable 
or irrespt^nsible acts, broadly untrustworthy 2 transitory, passing ^ - 
fashions) USE chiefly infml 

'flycatcher /-.kacha/ n any of several small birds that feed on insects 
caught while flying 
flyer /'flie-a/ n a flier 

'fly-.fishing n fishing (eg for salmon or trout) using artificial flies as 
bait 

'fly .front n y 3a 

'fly-,half n sTAND-oii haif [^By] -mm 

‘fly-, in adj, chieBy Can of or being a place where the only access is by 
aeroplane communities) 

flying /'flie ing/ adj la (capable of) moving m the air b rapidly moving 
feet) c very brief, hasty <a visit) 2 intended for ready movement 
or action pickers) 3 of (the operation oO or using an aircraft 4 (to 
be) traversed after a flying start - with flying colours with complete or 
eminent success (passed the exam with flying colours) 

'flying .boat n a seaplane with a hull adapted for floating 
.flying 'bomb n a pilotless aircraft carrying explosives, esp u V-1 
.flying 'buttress n a projecting arched structure that supports a wall or 
building 

'flying .fish n any of numerous (tropical) fishes that have long pectoral 
fins and are able to glide some distance through the air 
.flying 'fox n fruit bat 

.flying 'lemur n a tree-dwelling nocturnal mammal of E India and the 
Philippines that is about the size of a cat and makes long sailing leaps 
using a parachute-likc broad fold of skin from the neck to the tail 
.flying 'mare n a wrestling throw in which an opponent is seized by the 
wnsl and thrown over the aggressor's back 
flying .officer n ^3*" rank 

.flying 'saucer n any of vanous unidentified flying objects reported as 
being saucer- or disc-shaped 

'flying .squad n, oBen cap FAS a standby group of people, esp police, 
ready to move or act swiftly in an emergciiicy 
.flying 'squirrel n any of vanous squirrels having folds of skin connect- 
ing the forelegs and hind legs used in makbg long gliding leaps 
.flying 'start n 1 a start to a race in which the participants are already 
moving when they cross the starting line or receive the starting signal 2 
a pnvileged or successful beginning (she got off to a ^ at school) 
f ly.leaf / -,leef/ n a blank leaf at the beginning or end of a book that is 
fastened to the cover [^By * leaf] 

'fly .over /-.ohva/ n, Sr (the upper level oO a crossing of 2 roads, railways, 
etc at different levels 

'fly.paper /-.paypa/ n paper coated with a sticky, often poisonous, 
substance for killing flies 

fly, past /-.pahst/ n, Br a ceremonial usu low-altitude flight by (an) 
aircraft over a person or public gathering 
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'fly, potting /-.pohsimg/ n the unauthorized placing of advertising 
matenal (e g posters) in public places [^fly] ~ flypoat vb 
'fly ,thett /) 1 a small pamphlet or circular 2 an outer protective sheet 
covenng a tent [^fly] 

.fly 'slip n a fielding position in cricket behind the conventional slips and 
about halfway to the boundary sport 

'fly,spock /-.spek/ n a speck made by fly excrement - flyapecked adj 
‘fly.twatter /-.swota/ n a implement for killing insects that consists of 
a flat piece of usu rubber or plastic attached to a handle 
'fly, weight /-,wayt/ n a boxer who weighs not more than 8st (50 8kg) 
if professional or more than 48kg (about 7st 71b) but not more than SI kg 
(about 8st) if amateur [*ny] 

'f ly.wheel /- ,weel/ fi a wheel with a heavy nm that when revolving can 
either reduce speed fluctuations in the rotation of an engine or store 
energy [^Oy] 

FM /,cf 'em/ adj of or being a broadcasting or receiving system using 
frequency modulation and usu noted for lack of interference [frequency 
modulation] 

'f-.number /ef/ n the ratio of the focal length to the aperture in an optical 
system [focal length] 

'foal /fohl/ n a young animal of the horse family [ME fotc, fr OE fola, 
akin to L pu/lus young of an animal, Gk pais child - more at few] 
'foal vb to give birth to (a foal) 

'foam /fohm/ n la (a substance in the form oQ a light frothy mass of fine 
bubbles formed in or on the surface of a liquid (eg by agitation or 
fermentation) b a frothy mass formed in salivating or sweating c a 
chemical froth discharged from fire extinguishers 2 a matenal in a 
lightweight cellular form resulting from introduction of gas bubbles 
dunng manufact*T<“ 3 the sea - poetic [ME fome, fr OE /am, akin to 
OHG feim foam, L spuma foam, pumex pumice] > foamleu adj, foamy 
adj, foamily adv, foamineas n 

’foam V/ la to produce or form foam b to froth at the mouth, esp in anger. 
broadly to be angry 2 to gush out in foam 3 to become covered (as if) 
with foam <s/ree/s - — Ihomas Woltc) 1 to 

cause air bubbles to form in 2 to convert (c g a plastic) into a foam 
,foam 'rubber n fme-textured spongy rubber made by introducing air 
bubbles before solidification 

fob /fob/ n 1 a small pocket on or near the waistband of a man’s trousers, 
ong for holding a watch 2 a short strap or chain attached to a watch 
earned in a fob or a waistcoat pocket [perh akin to G dial fuppe 
pocket] 

fob off vf -bb- 1 to put off with a trick or excuse - usu ^ with 2 to pass 
or offer (sthg spunous or infenor) as genuine or perfect - usu + on [fob 
(to cheat), fr ME fobben - more at fop] 

fob watch n a large circular watch often with a cover for the face that 
is usu earned in a (fob) pocket 

focal-iza, -iae /fohk(3)l,icz/ vb to focus - focalization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
focal length n the distance between the optical centre of a lens or mirror 
and the focal point — ^ camera 

focal plane n a plane that is perpendicular to the axis of a lens or mirror 
and passes through the focus 

focal point n 1 the focus for a beam of incident rays parallel to the axis 
of a lens or mirror 2 focus 5 <//ie fireplace was the ^ of the room} 
fo'c'ale /'fohks(a)l/ n a forecastle ^3* ship 

'focus /Yohkds/ n, pi focuses, foci /'fohkie. -sie/ la a point at which rays 
(e g of light, heat, or sound) converge or from which they (appear to) 
diverge after reflection or refraction b the point at which an object must 
be placed for an image formed by a lens or mirror to be sharp ^3* 
CAMERA 2a FOCAL LENGTH b adjustment (e g of the eye) necessary for 
distinct vision c a state in which sthg must be placed in order to be clearly 
perceived (tried to bring the issues into 3 a fixed point that together 

with a straight line forms a reference system for generating a conic section 
in plane geometry; also either of 2 fixed points used in generating an 
ellipse or hyperbola 3^ mathematic's 4 a localized area of disease or 
the chief site of a generalized disease 5 a centre of activity or attention 
(the of the meeting was drug abuse) 6 the place of origin of an 
earthquake 3^ geography [NL, fr L, hearth] - focal adj, focally adv 
- out of/io focus not/having or giviy% the proper sharpness of outline due 
to good focussing 

’focus vb -St-, -8- W 1 to bring to a focus 2 to cause to be concentrated 
<^sed their attention on the most urgent problemsy 3a to adjust the 
focus 0 ^ b to bring into focus ^vi 1 to come to a focus; converge 2 to 
bnng one's eyes or a camera to a focus 

foddsr /Toda/ n 1 (coarse) food for cattle, horses, sheep, or other 
domestic animals 2 sthg used to supply a constant demand (collected 


data which became computer ~ > - compare cannon foddfr [ME, fr 
OE fodor, akin to OHG fuotar food - more at food] - fodder vt 
fos /foh/ n an enemy, adversary [ME fo, fr OE fah, fr (ah hostile; akin 
to OHG gJeh hostile] 
foehn /fuhn (Ger f0in)/ n a fbhn 
foetid /'feetid/ adj fetid 

foeto-, focti-, feto-, feti- comb form foetus (foeticvJe), foetal and <foetO' 
placenta f) [NL fetus] 

foetus, fetus /'feetas/ n an unborn or unhatched vertebrate, specif a 
developing human from usu 3 months after conception to birth 
REPRODUCTION [NL fetus, fr L, act of beanng young, ofTaprmg; akin to 
L fetus fruitful] - foetal adj 

'fog /fog/ n 1 dead or decaying grass on land in the winter 2 a second 
growth of grass, an aftermath [ME, rank grass] 

’fog u 1 (a murky condition of the atmosphere caused esp by) fine 
particles, specif of water, suspended in the lower atmosphere 2a a sute 
of confusion or bewilderment b sthg that confuses or obscures (hid 
behind a of rhetoric^ 3 cloudiness on a developed photograph caused 
by chemical action or radiation (e g from X rays) [prob of Scand origin; 
akin to Dan fog spray, shower, akin to L pustula blister, pimple. Gk 
physan to blow] 

’fog vb -gg- vt 1 to envelop or suffuse (as ift with fog 2 to make confused 
or confusing 3 to produce fog on (eg a photographic film) during 
development ^vi 1 to become covered or thick with fog 2 to become 
blurred (as lO by a covenng of fog or mist 
'fog.bound /-.bownd/ adj 1 covered with or surrounded by fog (a 
coasO 2 unable to move because of fog 

'fog, bow /-.boh/ n a dim arc or circle of light sometimes seen in fog 
fogey, fogy /’fohgi/ n a person with old-fashioned ideas - chiefly in old 
fogey, chiefly infml [ongin unknown] - fogeyith adj, fogeyian n 
foggy /'fogi/ adj la thick with fog b covered or made opaque by 
moisture or gnme 2 blurred, obscured (hadn’t the foggiest notion what 
they were voting for} - foggily adv, fogginess n 
'fog.horn /-.hawn/ n 1 a horn (e g on a ship) sounded in a fog to give 
warning 2 a loud hoarse voice - ulfml 
fbhn, foehn /fuhn (Ger f0:n)/ n a warm dry wind that descends the 
leeward side of a mountain range, esp the Alps [G, denv of L favonius 
warm west wind] 

foiblo /'foybl/ n 1 the part of a sword blade between the middle and point 
- compare forte 2 2a minor weakness or sboncoming in personal 
character or behaviour; also a quirk [obs F (now faible), fr obs foible 
weak, fr OF feble feeble] 

foie grot /,fwah 'grab (Fr fwa gro)/ n the fatted liver of an animal, esp 
a goose, usu in the form of a p4tc [F] 

'foil /foyl/ vr 1 esp of a hunted animal to spoil (a trail or scent) by crossing 
or retracing 2 to prevent from attaining an end; frustrate, defeat [ME 
foilea to trample, full cloth, fr MF fouler- more at ’full] 

’foil n 1 (fencing with) a light fenang sword with a circular guard and a 
flexible blade tapenng to a blunted point - compare epee, sabre 2 2 
archaic the track or trail of an animal 
’foil n la a curved recess between cusps (e g in Gothic tracery) b any of 
several arcs that enclose a complex design 2a very thin sheet metal (silver 
b a thin coat of tin or silver laid on the back of a mirror 3 a thin 
piece of metal put under a gem or infenor stone to add colour or bnlliance 
4 sby or sthg that serves as a contrast to another (acted as a for a 
crmiediany 5 a hydrofoil [ME, leaf, fr MF foille (fr L folia, pi of folium) 
A. foil, fr L folium - more at bi.ade] 

’foil vt to back or cover with fwl 

foist /foyst/ vt la to introduce or insert surreptitiously or without 
warrant - i in or into b to force another to accept or tolerate, esp by 
stealth or deceit 2 to pass off as genuine or worthy USE (IbAZ) usu ^ 
off on, on, or upon [pi^ fr obs D vuisten to take into one's hand, fr MD 
vuysten, fr vuyst fist, akin to OE f^t fist] 

'fold /fohld/ n 1 an enclosure for sheep; also a flock of sheep 2 sing or 
pi in constr a group of people adhenng to a common faith, belief, or 
enthusiasm [ME, fr OE falod; akin to MLG valt enclosure] 

*fold V/ 1 to pen (e g sheep) in a fold 2 to pen sheep for the fertilization 
of (land) 

’fold vt 1 to lay one part of over another part 2 to reduce the length or 
bulk of by doubhng over - often ^ up 3a to clasp together; entwine <- ed 
his arms} b to bring (limbs) to rest close to the body (the bud ^ed its 
wingsy 4a to clasp closely; embrace b to wrap, envelop S to bend (e g 
a layer of rock) into folds 6 to gently incorporate (a food ingredient) into 
a mixture without thorough stirring or beating - usu + in ^vi 1 to 
become or be capable of being folded <a ing chair) 2 to fail completely; 



fol 


386 


esp to stop production or operation because of lack of business or capital 
- often 4 up; chiefly infml 3 to succumb to fatigue - infml [ME folden, 
fr OE faddan\ akin to OHG fsddan to fold. Gk diplastos twofold] - 
foldable adj 

<foldn 1 (a crease made by) a doubling or folding over 2 a part doubled 
or laid over another part; a pleat 3 (a hollow inside) sthg that is folded 
or that enfolds 4a a bend in rock strata produced usu by compression 
GEOGRAPHY b chicHy Br an undulation in the landscape 
•fold /-fohld/ suffix adj oradv) 1 multiplied by (a specified number), 
times <a rwe/vefold increase^ <repay you tenfold) 2 having (so many) 
parts <fAreefold aspect of the problenf) [ME, fr OE -feald, akin to OHG 
■fait -fold, OE fealdan] 

'fold, away Ad,way/ adj designed to fold out of the way or out of sight 
<a ~ bedy 

folder /foblda/ n a folded cover or large envelope for holding or filing 
loose papers [’fold + *-er] 

folderol /foldairol/ n 1 a useless ornament, a tnfle 2 nonsense 
[fol-de-rol, a meanmgiess refrain in old songs] 

'folding .money n. chiefly SAm money in the form of bank notes - 
infml 

'fold.OUt /-,owt/ n a folded insert in a publication larger in sire than the 
page 

follaceous /fohli'ayshas/ adj 1 of or resembling a foliage leaf 2 
consisting of thin plates 

foliage /'fohh-ij/ n 1 the leaves of a plant or clump of plants 2 (an 
ornamental representation of) a cluster of leaves, branches, etc [MF 
fuellage, fr foille leaf - more at ’foii ] - foliaged adj, foliar adj 
'foliage .leaf n an ordinary green leaf as distinguished from a floral leaf, 
scale, or bract 

'foliage .plant n a plant grown pnmanly for its decorative foliage 
'foliate /'fohli-at/ adj 1 having leaves or leaflets; also leaf-shaped - often 
in combination <//7foliate> 2 foliated [L foUatus leafy, fr folium leaf - 
more at blade] 

’foliate Aohli,ayt/ vf 1 to beat (metal) into a leafor thin foil 2 to number 
the caves of (e g a manusenpt) - compare *paof. 3 to decorate (c g an 
arch or pedestal) with foils ^ w to divide into thin layers or leaves - 
foliatioa /-'aysh(a)n/ n 

'foli,ated adj composed of (easily separable) thin layers 
.folic 'acid /'fohlik/ n a vitamin of the vitamin B complex that is found 
esp in green leafy vegetables and liver and whose lack in the diet results 
in anaemia [L folium] * 

folia d deux /.foil ah 'duh (Fr foil a dd)/ n the presence of the same or 
similar delusional ideas in 2 closely associated people [F, lit , double 
madness] 

'folio Aohlioh/ n. pi folios la a leaf of a manusenpt or book b a page 
or leaf number 2a(l) (the size of each of the 2 leaves formed from) a sheet 
of paper folded once (2) a book pnnted on pages of this sr/e b a book 
of the largest size 3 a case or folder for loose papers 4 a certain number 
of words taken as a unit in measunng the length of a document [ME, fr 
L, abl of folium] 

’folio vt folios; Mioing; folioed foliate 2 

'folk /fohk/ n t pi in constr the great proportion of a people that tends 
to preserve its customs, superstitions, etc 2 pi in constr a specified kind 
or class of people <o/d - often pi with sing, meaning <just plain ^ s> 
3 simple music, usu song, of traditional ongin or style 4 pi in constr 
people generally - infml; often pi with sing, meaning 5 pi the members 
of one’s own family; relatives - infml [ME, fr OE folc, akin to OHG folc 
people] 

’folk adj 1 onginating or traditional with the common people 2 of (the 
study oO the common people 

'folk ety,motogy n the transformation of words so as to bring them into 
an apparent relationship with other more familiar words (e g in the change' 
of Spanish cucaracha to cockroach) 

f olk.lore /-law/ n 1 traditional customs and beliefs of a people preserved 
by oral tradition 2 the study of the life and spint of a people through their 
folklore - folklorist n, folkloric /-'lorik/ adj 

folksy /'fohksi/ adj 1 informal or familiar in manner or style 2 having 
or aflecting a lack of sophistication - chiefly derog USE infml [folks « 
-y] > folksUy adv, folksioess n 
'folk,W8y /'.way/ n a traditional social custom 
follicle /Yoltkl/ a la a small jnatomical cavity or deep narrow 
depression b graafian follicle reproduction 2 a dry 1 -celled 
maiiy-seeded fruit that has a single carpel and opens along 1 line only [NL 
follkulust fr L, dim. qf follis bag more at pool] - follicular /fa'likyoob/, 
foUteolate /fa'likyoobt/ also foUiculated /-.la^id/ adj 


'follicle-.stimulating .hormone n a hormone produced by the front 
lobe of the pituitary gland that stimulates the growth of the 
ovum-containing Graafian follicles and activates sperm-forming cells 
follow /'foloh/ vt 1 to go. proceed, or come after <^ed the guide} 2a 
to pursue, esp in an effort to overtake b to seek to attain; strive after 
knowledge} 3a to accept as a guide or leader b to obey or act in 
accordance with (he cd the advice} 4 to copy, imitate 5a to walk or 
proceed along < ^ a path} b to engage in as a calling or way of life; pursue 
(e g a course of action) 6a to come or take place after in time or order 
b to cause to be followed - usu ♦ with <^cd dinner with a liqueur} 7 
to come into existence or take place as a result or consequence of 8a to 
watch steadily < - ed /Ac ball over the fence} b to keep the mind on 
a speech} c to attend closely to; keep abreast of (she ed his career with 
interest} d to understand the logic of (e g an argument) </ don’t quite ^ 
you} ^ vj I to go or come after sby or sthg in place, time, or sequence 

2 to result or occur as a consequence or inference 3 chiefly Br to 
understand the logic of a line of thought [ME folwen, fr OE folgian, akin 
to OHG folgen to follow] - follow one’s nose to go in a straight or obvious 
course - follow suit 1 to play a card of the same suit as the card led 2 
to follow an example set 

follower Aoloh a/ n la one who follows the opinions or teachings of 
another b one who imitates another 2 'fan [roi m>w ^ ’-kr] 
''following /-mg/ adj 1 next after, succeeding //Ae day} 2 now to be 
stated (trains will leave at the - times} 3 of a wind blowing in the 
direction m which sthg is travelling 

’following n, pl{l) following, (2) followings 1 sthg that comes immedi- 
ately after or below m wnling or speech 2 sing or pi in constr a group 
of followers, adherents, or partisans 
’following prep subsequent to the lecture lea wa.s served'* 
,follow-my-'leader n, Br la game in which the actions of a designated 
leader must be copied by the other players 2 the slavish following by the 
majority of people of an example set by an individual 
follow on VI, of a side m cricket to bat a second time immediately after 
making a score that is less, by more than a predetermined limit, than that 
of the opposing team in its first innings - follow-on /'-,-/ n 
,follow-the-'leader n. NAm follow-my-leader 
follow through vi to continue the movement of a stroke after a cricket, 
golf, etc ball has been struck -- vt to pursue (an activity or process), esp 
to a conclusion - follow-through /'- .-/ n 
follow up vt la to follow with sthg similar, related, or supplementary 
<following up his promises with action} b to take appropriate action 
about <follow up complaints and customer suggestions} 2 to maintain 
contact with or reexamine (a person) at usu prescribed intervals in order 
to evaluate a diagnosis or treatment - follow-up /'-- ,-/ n 
folly /'foil/ n 1 lack of good sense or prudence 2 a foolish act or idea 

3 (criminally or tragically) foiJish actions or conduct 4 a usu fanciful 
structure (e g a summerhouse) built esp for scenic effect or to satisfy a 
whim [ME folie, fr OF. fr fol fiwl - more at Ffxii] 

foment /foh'ment/ vt 1 to treat with moist heat (c g for easing pain) 2 
to promote the growth or development of, incite (^ a rebellion} (ME 
fomenten, fr LL fomentare, fr L fomentum fomentation, fr fovere to 
warm, fondle, foment] - fomenter n 

fomentation /,fohmen'taysh(3)n/ n 1 (the application to the body oO 
hot moist substances 2 fomenting, instigation 
fond /fond/ adj 1 foolish, silly < pnde} 2 having an affection or liking 
for sthg specified - 4 of ('- of music} 3a foiMishly tender; indulgent b 
affectionate, loving 4 doted on; chenshed (his -est hopes} [ME. fr 
fonne fool] - fondness n 

fondant /'fondant (Fr fi^o)/ n (a sweet made from) a soft creamy 
preparation of flavoured sugar and water , fr prp of fondre to melt - 
more at ’iound] j 

fondle /'fondl/ vb fondling /'fondling/ vt to handle tenderly or linger- 
ingly - VI to show affection or desire by cl^-essing [freq of obs fond (to 
be foolish, dote)] 

fondly /’fondli/ adv 1 affectionately 2 in • willingly credulous manner 
(government ^ imagine that cutting taxei will reduce wage demands} 
fondue /'fond(y)ooh (Fr fody)/ n a dish consisting of a hot liquid (e g oil 
or a thick sweet or savoury sauce) into which small pieces of food are 
dipped for cooking or coating, esp one made with melted cheese and usu 
white wine (F fondue, fr fern of fondu, pp of fondre] 

'font /font/ n la a receptacle for holy water; esp one used in baptism 1.3^ 
CHURCH b a receptacle for oil in a lamp 2 chiefly NAm 'fount (ME, 
fr OE, fr LL font-, fons, fr L, fountain] - fontal adj 
*font n, chiefly NAm 'fount 

fontanella, NAm chiefly fontanel /.fonta'nel/ n any of the spaces closed 
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by membranous structures between the panetal bones of the skull of an 
infant or foetus [ME fontinelle, a bodily hollow or pit, fr MF fontenele, 
dim of fontBinc fountain] 

food /foohd/ n la (minerals, vitamins, etc together with) material 
consisting essentially of protein, carbohydrate, and fat taken into the body 
of a living organism and used to provide energy and sustain processes (e g 
growth and repair) essential for life b inorganic substances absorbed 
(e g in gaseous form or in solution) by plants 2 nutnment in solid form 

3 sthg that sustains or supplies <'^ for thoughty [ME fade, fr OE foda-, 
akin to OHG fuotar food, fodder, L panis bread, pasccre to feed] 

'food .chain n a hierarchical arrangement of organisms ordered accord- 
ing to each organism’s use of the next as a food source food 
'food .poisoning n an acute gastrointestinal disorder caused by (the 
toxic products oO bactena or by chemical residues in food 
food processor n an elect ncal appliance that performs a range of 
operations in preparing food (e g chopping, shredding, and mixing) 
'food.Stuff /-.stuf/ n a substance with food value, esp the raw matenal 
of food before or after processing 

'food .vacuole n a vacuole (e g in an amoeba) in which ingested food 
IS digested 

'food ,web n all the interacting food chains in an ecological community 

-3" FOOD 

'fool /foohl/ n 1 a person lacking in prudence, common sense, or 
understanding 2a a jester b a person who is victimized or made to appear 
foolish, a dupe 3 a cold dessert of fruit puree mixed with whipped cream 
or custard [ME, fr OF fol, fr LL foliis, fr L, bellows, bag, akin to L flare 
to blow - more at 'blow] - foolery /-bn/ n 
»fool VI la to act or spend time idly or aimlessly b(l) to meddle, play, or 
infle with dangaous man to ^ withy (2) to philander with istop 
^ mg about with my wifey 2 to play or improvise a comic role, specif to 
joke '^vt to make a fool of. deceive USE (vi /) often + around or 
about 

*fool adj foolish, silly (barking his ^ head off) - infml 
'fool.hardy /-.hahdi/ adj foolishly adventurous and bold; rash [ME, fr 
OF fol hardi, fr fol foolish + hardi bold - more at hardy] - foolhardily 
adv, foolhardiness n 

foolish /foohlish/ adj 1 marked by or proceeding from folly 2 absurd, 
ndiculous - foolishly adv, foolishness n 

'foolproof /'.proohf/ adj so simple or reliable as to leave no opportunity 
for error, misuse, or failure (a ^ plany 

foolscap /'foohlskap, 'fool-/ n a size of paper usu 17 v I34in (432 X 
343mm) [fr the watermark of a fool’s cap formerly applied to such 
paper] 

'fool’s .errand n a needless or fruitless errand 

'fool's .gold n IRON PYRITES 

.fool's 'paradise n a state of illusory happiness 
.fool's 'parsley n a poisonous European plant of the carrot family that 
resembles parsley 

'foot /foot/ n, pi feet /feet/, (.?) feet also foot, (9) foot 1 the end part of 
the vertebrate leg on which an animal stands 2 an organ of locomotion 
or attachment of an invertebrate animal, esp a mollusc 3 a unit of length 
equal to V6yd (0 30Sm) (a /0-foot poley (6 feet taJfy symbol, unit 

4 the basic unit of verse metre consisting of any of various fixed 
combinations of stressed and unstressed or long and short syllables 5 
manner or motion of walking or running, step (fleet of -^y 6a the lower 
end of the leg of a chair, table, etc b the piece on a sewing machine that 
presses the cloth against the feed 7 the lower cd^or lowest part; the 
bottom (the of a pagey (the ^ of the stairsy — ^ ship 8a the end 
that is opposite the head or top or nearest to the human feet (tktg ^ of 
the bedy b the part (e g of a stocking) that covers the human foot 9 
chiefly Br, sing or pi in constr the infantry [ME fot, fr OE fdt; akin to 
L ped-, pes foot, Gk pod-, pous] - footless adj - my foot my eye - infml 
- on foot by walking or running (tour the city on foot) - on one's feet 
t standing 2 in a recovered condition (eg from illness) 3 in an 
impromptu manner (good debaters can think on thar feet) 

’foot vi to dance ■*'Vt la to perform the movements of (a dance) b to walk, 
run, or dance on, over, or througl^ 2 to pay or stand credit for (agreed 
to ^ the bilfy 3 to make or rene# the foot of (e g a stocking) - foot it 
1 to dance 2 to travel on foot 

footage /'footij/ n 1 length or quantity expressed in feet 2 (the length 
in feet oO expo^ film 

.foot-and-'mouth, foot-and-mouth disease n a contagious virus disease, 
esp of cloven-footed animals, marked by small ulcers in the mouth, about 
the hoofs, and on the udder and teats 
'football /-.bawl/ n 1 (the inflated round or oval ball used in) any of 


several games, esp soccer, that are played between 2 teams on a usu 
rectangular field having goalposts at each end and whose object is to get 
the ball over a goal line or between goalposts by running, passing, or 
kicking SPORT 2 sthg treated as a basis for contention rather than 
on its intnnsic ments (the bill became a political in Parliamenty - 
footballer n 

'football .pools n a form of organized gambling based on forecasting the 
results of football matches 

'footbath /-.bahth/ n a bath for cleansing, warming, or disinfecting the 
feet 

'footboard /-.bawd/ n 1 a narrow platform on which to ttand or brace 
the feet 2 a board forming the foot of a bed 
'foot .brake n a brake operated by foot pressure 
'footbridge /-.bnj/ n a bndge for pedestnans 
'footed adj having a foot or feet, esp of a specified kind or number - usu 
in combination (a 4-footed anmaty 

footer /’foots/ n, chiefly Br soccer - infml, no longer in vogue [by 
shortening Sc alter, fr footbalf\ 

-footer Z-foota/ comb form {-* n) sby or sthg that is a (specified) number 
of feet in haght, length, or breadth 
'footfall /-.fawl/ n the sound of a footstep 

‘foot .fault vi or n (to make) a fault in tennis made when a server’s feet 
are not behind the baseline 
'foothill A.hil/ n a hill at the foot of mountains 
'foothold /-.hohid/ n 1 footing I 2 an (established) position or basis 
from which to progress (secured a ^ in the plastics marker) 
footing Aooting/ n 1 a stable position or placing of or for the feet 2 
a (condition of a) surface with respect to its suitability for walking or 
running on 3a an established position; foothold 2 b a position or rank 
in relation to others (they all started off on an equal ^ ) 4 an enlargement 
at the lower end of a foundation, wall, pier, or column to distnhute the 
load, also a trench dug to accommodate this - often pi (the — must be 
excavated to a minimum depth of 4fl) 

footle /'foohtl/ VI footling /'foohtling/ to mess or potter around or about, 
also (0 waste time - infml [alter of footer (to bungle), fr F foutre to 
copulate] 

'footlights /-.liets/ n pi a row of lights set across the front of a suge 
floor 

footling /*foohtling/ adj 1 bungling, inept < ^ amateurs who understand 
nothing - E R Bentley) 2 unimportant, tnvial. also pettily fussy USE 
infml [footle] 

'footloose /-.loohs/ adj having no ties; free to go or do as one 
pleases 

'footman /-mpn/ n a servant in livery hired chiefly to wail, receive 
visitors, etc 

footnote /-.noht/ n 1 a note of reference, explanation, or comment 
typically placed at the bottom of a pnnted page 2 sthg subordinately 
related to a larger event or work (that biography is an illuminatmg ^ to 
the history of our timesy - footnote vt 
^'footpad /-.pad/ n, archaic one who robs a pedestrian [/bor -t- arch pad 
(highwayman)] 

’footpad n a broad foot on the leg of a spacecrafl [foot 4 'pad] 
'footpath /-.pahth/ n a narrow path for pedestnans; also pave- 
ment a 

'footplate /-.playt/ n, Br the platform on which the crew stand in a 
locomotive 

'footprint /-.pnnt/ n 1 an impression left by the foot 2 an area within 
which a spacecraft is intended to land 

'foot ,rot n a progressive inflammation of the feet of sheep or cattle 
.footrule /-'roohl/ n a ruler I ft long; also a ruler gradual^ in feet and 
inches 

foots n pi but sing or pi in constr material deposited, esp in aging or 
refining, dregs ['foot Oowest part, matenal at the bottom)] 
footsie /'footsi/ n 1 surreptitious amorous caresses with the feet 2 
clandestine dealings USE chiefly in play footsie with] infml [baby-talk 
dim. of 'foot] 

'footslog /-.slog/ VI -gg- to march or tramp laboriously - infml > 
footalog If, footalogger n 
'foot .soldier n an infantryman 

'footsore /-.saw/ adj having sore or tender feet (e g from much walking) 
- footsoresess n 

footstep /-.step/ n la the sound of a step or tread b distance covered 
by a step 2 footprint 1 3 a way of life, conduct, or action - usu pi with 
sing, meaning (followed in his father’s ^s) 

'footwear /-.wea/ n articles (e g shoes or boots) worn on the feet 
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A food chain is a senes of organisms existing in any natural 
community, or ecosystem, through which energy is 
transferred. Each organism in the series feeds on and 
obtains energy from the one preceding it and in turn is 
consumed by and provides energy for the one following it. 
Usually the number of links in the chain is 3 or 4 and each 
link is known as an energy or trophic level. All the food 
chains in a community make up the food web. The diagram 
shows part of a food cycle typical of organisms inhabiting 
the African savanna. 


The ends of the chain are 
brought together by the 
microorganisms that feed on 
dead and decaying matter 
These are the decomposers, or 
saprophytes, which break 
down plant and animal remains 
both physically and 
chemically. Organic and 
inorganic material is thus 
released back into the 
environment for recycling. 
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Scavengers act as an 
addition or as an 
alternative to the 
secondary and tertiary 
consumers. These 
animals, such as 
vultures and hyenas, 
feed on carrion and the 
carcasses of dead 
animals. 










cape hunting dog 


In the longer food 
chains, one carnivore 
will feed on another 
carnivore: the former is 
then known as a 
tertiary ooneumar. 


I 


1 


The chain begins with the 
producers. These are the green 
plants, trees, shrubs, grasses, etc, 
that are able, via photosynthesis, 
to manufacture carbohydrates 
using energy given out by the sun 


\ desert locust 


The next link in the 
chain IS filled by the 
primary consumers 
These are the plant 
eaters, or herbivores 
Primary consumers 
include insects such as 
desert locusts and 
ants, and mammals 
such as zebra 
and gazelles 


desert hedgehog 


cape golden mole 







The chain continues with the 
secondary consumers. These are 
the carnivores that feed on the 
herbivores They Include the small 
insectivores such as the desert 
hedgehog and the cape golden 
mole, and the true predators such 
as the big cats (lions, tigers, 
leopards, etc) and the cape 
hunting dog. 
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'footwork /-.wuhk/ n 1 the control and placing of the feet, esp in sport 
(e g in boxing or batting) 2 the activity of moving from place to place on 
foot <the investigation entailed a lot of ~ > 
footy /'footi/ n soccer - tnfml [by shortening St alter, fr foothaJI] 
fop /fop/ n a dandy [ME, fool; akin to ME fobben to deceive, MHG 
voppen] - foppiah adj, foppishly adv, foppishness n 
foppery /'fopan/ n the tehaviour, dress, or affectations (charactenstic) 
of a fop 

'for /fa; stmng faw/ prep la - used to indicate purpose <s grant 
studying medicine^ <ytn operation ~ cancer} (^what’s this knob ^ 7}, goal 
or direction (^Jeft ~ home} (ytcted the best} (getting on -- 5>, or that 
which IS to be had or gained (now a good rest} (run ^ your life} (an 
eye ^ a bargain} b to belong to (the flowers are ^ you} 2 as being or 
constituting (take him a fool} (ate it ^ breakfast} (I '<> one don't 
care} - compare for example 3a because of 1 (cned ^ joy} (feel 
better ^ a holiday} b because of the hindrance of (couldn't speak ^ 
laughing} (if it weren't ^ you I'd leave} 4a in place of (change ~ a 
pound} b on behalf of; representing (acting my client} (red 
danger} c in support of; in favour of 1 (he played ^ England} 5 
considered as, considcnng (tall her age} (cold April} 6 with 
respect to, concerning (famous ~ its scenery} (a stickler ^ detail} (eggs 
are good you) 7 - used to indicate cost, payment, equivalence, or 
correlation (£7 a hat} (all out - 342 runs} (punished ^ 
talking} (wouldn't hurt her ^ the world} (5 duds ~ every good one} 8 

- used to indicate duration of time or extent of space 10 miles} (the 
worst accident ^ months} 9 on the occasion or at the time of (came 
home Chnstmas} (invited them ^ 9 o'clock} 10 - used to introduce 
a clause with a nonfinite verb (no need ~ you to worry} (it’s dangerous 

George to Aurn^'^ 11 chiefly NAm after 5 [ME, fr OE; akin to L 
per through, prae before, pro before, for, ahead. Gk pro, OE faran to go 

- more at fare] - for all 1 in spite of (couldn't open it for all their 
efforts} 2 to the extent that (dead for all I know} 3 considering how 
little (might as well stop talking for all the good it does} ~ for all one 
is worth with all one’s might - for it chiefly Br likely to get into trouble 

- infml ~ for what it is worth without guarantee of wisdom or accuracy 

- for you - used after there or that in exclamations of enthusiasm or 
exasperation (that's country hotels for you’) 

*for conj 1 and the reason is that 2 because 2 
•for adj being in favour of a motion or measure 
for- prefix la so as to involve prohibition or exclusion <forbid> <for^<f> 
b so as to involve omission, refraining, or neglect <for- 
go} (forsake} (forget} (forswear} 2 destructively; detnmentally (fordo} 
3 completely; excessively (forspent} (forlorn} [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG 
fur- for-, OE for] 
fora ffawra/ pi of forum 

'foraga /Tonj/ n 1 food for animals, esp when taken by browsing or 
grazing 2 a foraging for provisions, broadly a search [ME, fr MF, fr OF, 
fr forre fodder, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG fuotar food, fodder - more 
at FOOD; (2) fr ^forage] 

•forage vt 1 to collect or take provisions or forage from 2 to secure by 
foraging < d a chicken for the feast} ^vi 1 to wander in search of forage 
or food 2 to make a search for, rummage - forager n 
foramen /fo'raymm/ n, pi foramina /fo'ramina/, foramens a small 
anatomical opening or perforation [L foramin-, foramen, fr forare to bore 

- more at 'bore] - foraminai /fo'raminal/ adj 

foramihif er /.foro'minifa/, foraminiferan /.forami'nifaran/ n, pi forami- 
nifera /.foromi'nifara/, foraminifera, foraminiferans any of an order of 
chiefly marine amoeba-like single-celled animals usu having hard perfor- 
ated calaum-containing shells that form the bulk of chalk [NL Forami- 
nifera, order name, fr L forunin-, foramen > -fern, neut pi of -/V. -fer] 

- foraminiferal /-'nifaral/, foraminiferous /-'nifaras/ adj 
forae'much ae /faraz'much/ conj, archaic in view of the fact that; 

since 

'foray Aoray/ vi to make a raid or incursion [ME forrayen, fr MF forrer, 
fr forre fodder - more at forage] > forayer n 
•foray n 1 a sudden invasion, attack, or raid 2 a bnef excursion or 
attempt, esp outside one’s accustomed sphere (the teacher's ^ into 
politics} 

'f orbaar /fawto/ vb forbore /faw'baw/; forborne /faw’bawn/ vt to hold 
oneself back from, esp with an effort of self-restraint (he forbore to answer 
the sland&} vi 1 to hold back, abstain - usu + from (he forbore from 
expressing his disagreement} 2 to control oneself when provoked; be 
patient - chiefly fml [ME forberea, fr OE forberan to endure, do without, 
fr for- -f beran to bar] 

•forbaar Aaw,beo/ n a forebear 


forbaaranca /faw’bearans/ n 1 a refraining from the enforcement of 
sthg (e g a debt, nght, or obligation) that is due 2 patience 3 leniency 

['FORBEAR + -ANCE] 

forbid /fa'bid/ vt forbidding; forbade /fa'bad, -'bayd, -'bed/, forbad; 
forbidden /f3'bld(a)n/ la to refuse (e g by authonty) to allow; command 
against (the law -^s shops to sell alcohol to minors} b to refuse access 
to or use of (her father forbade him the house} 2 to make impracticable; 
hinder, prevent (space ^ s further treatment of the subject here} [ME 
forbidden, fr OE forbeodan, fr fo,- beodan to bid - more at bio] - 
forbidder n 

for'biddan adj, of quantum phenomena not conforming, to the usual 
selection principles 

forbidding /fa'bidmg/ adj 1 having a menacing or dangerous appear- 
ance mountains} 2 unfriendly (his father was a stem ^ figure} - 
forbiddingly adv, forbiddlngncas n 

'force /faws/ n la strength or energy exerted or brought to bear; active 
power (the of nature} b moral or menul strength c capacity to 
persuade or convince (couldn't resist the of his argument} d (legal) 
validity; operative effect (an agreement having the of law} 2a(l) a 
body (c g of troops or ships) assigned to a military purpose (2) pi the 
armed services of a nation or commander b(l) a body of people or thinp 
fulfilling an oflen specified function (a labour ) (2) police force - 
often + the c sax individual or group having the power of effective action 
(he was the driving -- behind the passing of that bill} 3 violence, 
compulsion, or constraint exerted on or against a person or thing 4a (the 
intensity oO an agency that if applied to a free b(^y results chiefly in an 
acceleri^on of the body and sometimes in elastic deformation and other 
effects PHYSICS b an agency or influence analogous to a physical 
force (economic ^s) 5 the quahty of conveying impressions intensely in 
wnting or speech 6 cap a measure of wind strength as expressed by a 
number on the Beaufort scale (a Force 9 gale} [ME, fr MF, fr (assumed) 
VL fortia, fr L fortis strong] - ia force 1 in great numbers (poliw were 
summoned in force) 2 valid, operative (the new law is now in force) 
•force vt 1 to compel by physical, moral, or intellectual means <^d 
labour} 2 to make or cause through natural or logical necessity (his 
arguments ^d them to admit he was right} 3a to press, drive, or effect 
against resistance or inertia ('^ a bill through Parliament} <-»d his way 
through the crowd> b to impose or thrust urgently, importunately, or 
inexorably unwanted attentions on a woman} 4a to capture or 
penetrate by force a castle} <>-d the mountain passes} b to break 
open or through ('^ a lock} 5a to raise or accelerate to the utmost 
<forcing the pace} b to produce only with unnatural or unwilling effort 
(she - 6 a smile in spite of her distress} (a '--6 laugh} 6 to hasten the 
growth, onset of matunty, or rate of progress of <forcing rhubarb} 7 to 
induce (r g a particular bid from one’s partner) in a card game by some 
conventional act, bid, etc bofa batsman in cricket to play an aggressive 
shot at (a delivery), esp off the back foot - forcedly /-sidli/ adv, forcer 
n - force someone's hand to cause sby to act precipitously or reveal 
his/her purpose or intention 
'force-, fted vt to feed forcibly 

'force .field n a hypothetical invisible barrier that is impermeable to alien 
life forms, weaponry (e g energy beams), etc 

'forceful /-f(d)l/ adj possessing or filled with foice; effective - forctfoUy 
adv, forcefolncas n 

force-.land vb to land (an aircraft) involuntarily or in an emergency 
(back-formation fr forced landing] - forced landtag n 
.force ma'jeure /ma'zhuh {Fr fsrs ma 3 Gezr)/ n a disruptive event (c g 
war) that cannot be reasonably anticipated - compare act of god [F, 
superior force] 

'force.meat /-jneet/ n a savoury highly seasoned stuffing, esp of 
breadcrumbs and meat [force (alter of farce) ^ meat] 

.force of 'habit n behaviour made involuntary or automatic by rep- 
etition 

forcepa Aawsips, -seps/ n, pi forceps an instrument used (e g in surgery 
and watchmaking) for grasping, holding firmly, or pulling - usu pi with 
sing, meaning [L. fr formus warm + capere to take - more at warm, 
heave] 

'force .pump n a pump that can force a liquid, esp water, higher than 
atmospheric pressure could 
'force .ahield n force field 

forcible Aawsabl/ adj 1 effected by force used against opposition or 
resistance 2 powerful, forceful (a ^ argument} - fordblsaws n, forcibly 
adv 

'forcing .ground n hotbed 2 

'ford /fawd/ n a shallow part of a river or other body of water that can 
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be crossed by wading, in a vehicle, etc [ME, fr OE; akin to ON fjorthr 
fiord, L portus port, OE faran to go - more at FA.Rt| 

’ford vt to cross (a river, stream, etc) at a ford - fordable adj 
'fore /faw/ adj or adv (situated) in, towards, or adjacent to the front 
SHIP [ME, fr OE; akin to OE /or] 

’fore n sthg that occupies a forward position - to the fore in or into a 
position of prominence 

*fore inteij - used by a golfer to warn anyone m the probable line of flight 
of his/her ball [prob short for before] 

fore* /faw-/ comb form E (occurring) earlier or beforehand 
<rorep 0 >'/ne/i/> (foresee) 2a situated at the front, m front (forc/e^) b 
front part of (forearm) [ME for-, fore-, fr OE fore-, fr fore, adv] 
,fore>and*'aft /ahfi/ adj 1 lying, running, or acting in the general line 
of the length of a ship or other construction 2 having no square sails 
.fore and 'aft adv from stem to stem 
'forearm /faw'rahm, faw'ahm/ vi to arm in advance, prepare 
’forearm /'faw.rahm/ n (the part in other vertebrates corresponding to) 
the human arm between the elbow and the wnst 
forebear, forbear /'faw,bea/ n an ancestor, forefather [MU (Sc) forebear, 
fr fore- ^ -bear (fr been to be)] 

forebode /faw'bohd. fa*/ v/ 1 to foretell, portend 2 to have a premoni- 
tion of (evil, misfortune, etc) - foreboder n 

fore'boding/ -bohdwg/n an omen, prediction, or presentiment, esp of 
coming evil 

forebrain /'faw.brayn/ n (the telencephalon and other parts of the adult 
brain that develop from) the front of the 3 pnmary divisions of the 
embryonic vertebrate brain 

'forecast /'faw.kahst/ vb forecast, forecasted vr 1 to estimate or predict 
(some future event or condition), esp as a result of rational study and 
analysis of available pertinent data 2 to serve as a forecast of, presage 
(such events may - peace} ^ n to calculate or predict the future [ME 
forecasten, fr fore- fore t caster to cast, contrive] - forecaster n 
’forecast n a prophecy, estimate, or prediction of a future happening or 
condition, esp a weather forecast 

forecastle, foVsle /’fohks(a)l/ n 1 a short raised deck at the bt^w of a 
ship SHIP 2 a forward part of a merchant ship having the living 
quarters (ME forecastel, fr fore- fore- caste/ castle] 
foreclose /faw'kiohe/ vt 1 to take away the nght to redeem (eg a 
mortgage), usu because of nonpayment 2 to take away the right to redeem 
a mortgage or other debt from vi to foreclose a mortgage or other debt 
[ME forclosen, fr OF forclos, pp of forclore, fr fors outside (fr I- forts) 
eJore to close - more at forum] - foreclosure /-'klohzha/ n 
'fore.COurt /-,kawt/ n an open or paved area in front of a building, esp 
that part of a petrol station where the petrol pumps are situated 
'fore,deck /-.^k/ n the forepart of a ship's mam deck 
'fore-.sdgs n the edge of a book (page) opposite the spine 
fore,f8thsr /-.fahdha/ n 1 ANCLSTOR la 2 a person of an earlier 
penod and common heritage 

'fore, finger /-.fing ga/ n the finger next to the thumb 
'fore,foot /-.foot/ n the forward part of a ship where the stem and keel 
meet 

fore, front /-.frunt/ n the foremost pan or place, the vanguard (was in 
the ^ of the progressive movement} 
foregather /faw'gadha/ vt to forgather 

forego /fa'goh, faw*/ vt foregoes; foregoing; forewent /faw'went/, fore- 
gone /faw'gon/ to forgo 

foregoing Aaw,goh ing/ adj going before; that immediately precedes 
ithe statement is open to challenge} [fr prp of /brqgo (to go 
before)] 

.foregone con'clusion n an inevitable result; a cenamty (//te victory 
was a ^} 

fore, ground /-.grownd/ n 1 the part of a picture or view nearest to and 
in front of the spectator 2 a position of prominence, the forefront 
*’fore,hand /-.hand/ n 1 the pan of a horse in front of the nder 2 a 
forehand stroke in tennis, squash, etc. also the side or pan of the coun 
on which such strokes are made 

’forehand adj or adv (made) with the palm of the hand turned in the 
direction of movement 

forehead Aaw.hed, 'fond/ n the part of the face above the eyes 
fore, hock /-Jiok/ n a foreleg of a bacon pig meat 
foreign /foran; also 'fonn/ adj 1 (.situated) outside a place or country; 
esp (situated) outside one’s own country 2 bom in, belonging to, or 
characteristic of some place or country other than the one under consider- 
ation 3 of or proceeding from some other person or matena) thing than 
the one under consideration 4 alien in character, not connected or 


pertinent to 5 of. concerned with, or dealing with other nations ('^ 
affairs} minister} trade} 6 occurnng m an abnormal situation in 
the living body and commonly introduced fiom outside [ME forein, fr 
OF, fr LL foranus on the outside, fr L fons outside - more at forum] - 
foreignism n. foreignness n 

.foreign 'aid n (economic) assistance provided by one nation to 
another 

'foreigner /-na/ n 1 a person belonging to or owing allegiance to a 
foreign country, an alien 2 chiefly dial stranger lb, esp a person not 
native to a community 

.foreign ex'change n (the buying and selling oO foreign currency 
.foreign ‘legion n a body of foreign volunteers serving within a regular 
national army, esp that of France [irans of F legion etrangere] 
foreign .office n the government department for foreign alTairs 
.foreign 'secretary n a government minister for foreign affairs 
forejudge /.faw'juj/ vt to prejudge 

fore'know vt foreknew /-'nyooh/, foreknown /-'nohn/ to have previous 
knowledge of, know beforehand, esp by paranormal means or by revel- 
ation - foreknowledge /-.nolij/ n 
'foreland /-bnd/ n a promontory, headland 
'fore, leg /-.leg/ n a front leg, esp of a quadruped 
'fore.limb /-.lim/ n an arm, fin, wing, or leg that is (homologous to) a 
foreleg ^ 

'fore, lock /-.lok/ n a lock of hair growing just above the forehead 

ANATOMY 

‘foreman /-man/, fern 'fore, woman n, pi foremen /-man/ 1 the chairman 
and spokesman of a jury 2 a person, often a chief worker, who supervises 
a group of workers, a particular 0 |>eration. or a section of a plant 
‘fore.mast /-.mahst/ n the (lower part of the) mast nearest the bow of 
a ship sHir 

''fore, most /-.mohsl, -mast/ adj 1 first in a serlc^ or progrc^ssion 2 of first 
rank or position, preeminent [ME formest, fr OE. supcrl of forma first, 
akin to OHO fruma advantage, OE tore fore] 

’foremost adv most importantly ifirst and - ) 

'forename /-.naym/ n a name that precedes a person's surname 
'fore, noon /-.noohn/ n the morning - fml 

forensic /fa'renzik/ adj 1 belonging to or used in courts of law 2 of or 
being the scientific investigation of crime forensis public, forensic, fr 
forum] - forensicaliy adv 

forensic medicine n a science that deals with the application of 
medical facts and methixls to criminal investigations and legal prob- 
lems 

.foreor'dain /-aw'dayn/ vt to settle, arrange, or appoint in advance, 
predestine • foreordination /-awdrnaysh(a)n/ n 
'fore, part /-.paht/ n the front part of sthg 
'fore.play /-.play/ n erotic stimulation preceding sexual intercourse 
'fore.quarter /-.kwawia/ n the front half of a side (of the carcass) of a 
quadruped 

'fore.runner /-.runa/ n I a premonitory sign or symptom 2a a predc- 
cevsor, forefather b PKoroTYPi. 1 

'fore, sail /-.sayi/ n 1 the lowest square sail on the foremast of a 
squarr-ngged ship 2 the pnneipal fore-and-aft sail set on a schooner’s 
foremast 

foresee /faw'see/ vt foreseeing; foresaw /-'saw/, foreseen /-'seen/ to be 
aware of (e g a development) beforehand - foreseeable adj, foreseer 
/-'sec-o/ n 

fore'shadow /-'shadoh/ vt to represent or typify beforehand, prefigure, 
suggest (present trends ^ future events} - foreahadower n 
'fore.sheets /-.sheets/ n pi the forward part of an open boat 
'fore.shore /-,shaw/ n la stnp of land l^rdenng a tx^y of water 2 the 
pan of a seashore between high-tide and low-tide marks 
fore'shorten /-'shawt(a)n/ vt 1 to shorten (a detail in a drawing or 
painting) so as to create an illusion of depth 2 to make more compact 
fors'show /-'shoh/ vt foreshown /-'shofin/ to foretell or foreshadow 
'fore, sight /-.siet/ n 1 foreseeing, presciefeice 2 provident care; prudence 
(had the to invest his money wisely} 3 the sight nearest the muzzle 
on a firearm - foresighted /-'sietid/ adj^ foresigbtcdly /-'sietidli/ adv, 
forfsightedness /-'sietidnis/ n 

'fore,skin /-.skin/ n a fold of skin that covers the glans of the penis 
'forest /'forisi/ n 1 a tract of wooded land in Britain formerly owned by 
the sovixeign and used for hunting game 2 a dense growth of trees and 
underbrush covering a large tract of land plant 3 sthg resembling 
a profusion of trees (a ^ of TV aerials} [ME, fr OF, fr ML forestis, fr 
L fons outside - more at forum] 

’forest vt to cover with trees or forest - forcstatios /•'staysh(3)n/ n 



391 


for 


f ore'stsll /-'stawl/ vt 1 to exclude, hinder, or prevent by pnor measures 

2 to get ahead of: anticipate [ME forsuUen, fr forstaJI act of waylaying, 
fr OE foresteaJI, fr /ore- + stenJI position, stall] - foreataller n, foreatall- 
raent n 

'fore, stay /-.stay/ n a stay from the top of the foremast to the bow of a 
ship 

forester /'forista/ n 1 a person trained in forestry 2 a person, animal, 
moth, etc that inhabits forest land 

.forest 'ranger n an ofTiccr charged with the patrolling and guarding of 
a forest 

forestry /'fonstri/ n 1 forest land 2 the scientific cultivation or manage- 
ment of forests 

foretaste /'faw.tayst/ n 1 an advance indication or warning 2 a small 
anticipatory sample 

fore'tell /-'tel/ vt foretold /-'tohid/ to tell beforehand; predict - fore- 
teller n 

'fore, thought /-.Ihawt/ n 1 a thinking or planning out in advance, 
premeditation 2 consideration for the future 

.fore'token /-'tohkan/ vr or n (to indicate or warn of with) a premonitory 
sign 

'forever /fa'rcva/ adv 1 forever, forevermore for all future time, indefi- 
nitely (^wants to live -^>2 persistently, incessantly <js ^ whistling out 
of tuney 

'forever n a seemingly endless length of time itook her to find the 
answer} 

fore'warn /-'wawn/ vt to warn in advance 

'fore, woman /-.wooman/ n, pi forewomen /-wimin/ a woman who acts 
as a foreman 

'fore, word /-.wuhd/ n a preface, esp one wntten by sby other than the 
author of tM'e text 

'forfeit /'fawfit/ n 1 sthg lost, taken away, or imposed as a penalty 2 the 
loss or forfeiting of sthg, esp of civil nghts 3a an article deposited or a 
task performed in the game of forfeits b pi but sing or pi in constr a game 
m which articles arc deposited (eg for making a mistake) and then 
redeemed by performing a silly task [ME forfait, fr MF, fr pp of forfaire 
to commit a enme, forfeit, prob fr fors outside (fr L fons) + faire to do, 
fr L facere - more at forum, ’do] - forfeit adj 
'forfeit vt 1 to lose the right to by some error. ofTcncc. or enme 2 to 
subject to confiscation as a forfeit - forfeitable adj, forfeiture 
/-.ficha/ n 

forfend /faw'fend/ vt to forbid - chiefly in heaven forfend [ME forfen- 
den, fr for- fenden to fend - more at ffnd] 
forgather, foregather /faw'gadha/ vi to come together, assemble 
'forge /fawj/ n (a workshop with) an open furnace where metal, esp iron. 
IS heated and wrought [ME, fr OF. fr L fabrica, fr fabr-, faber smith - 
more at daft] 

'forge vt 1 to shape (metal or a metal object) by heating and hammenng 
or with a press 2 to form or bring into being, esp by an expenditure of 
effort (^made every effort to ^ party unity} 3 to counterfeit (esp a 
signature, document, or bank note) ^ vi to commit forgery - forgeable 
adj, forger n 

'forge vi l to move forwards slowly and steadily but with effort <,the great 
ship —d through the waves} 2 to move with a sudden increase of speed 
and power <f/ie horse ahead to win the race} [prob alter of 
’/bree] 

forgery /"fawjan/ n 1 (the enme oO forging 2 a forged document, bank 
note, etc 

forget /fa'get/ vb forgetting; forgot /-'got/, forgotten /-'got(9)n/, archaic 
or NAm forgot vt 1 to fail to remember; lose the remembrance of </ -- 
his name} 2 to fail to give attention to; disregard <forgot his ok* 'nends} 
3a to disregard intentionally; overlook (we will ^ our differences} b to 
reject the possibility of (as for going out tonight, it!} ^ w 1 to cease 
remembenng or noticing (forgive and 2 to fail to remember at the 
proper time - usu + about about paying the bill} [ME forgeten, fr 
OE forgietan, fr for- ^ -gietan (akin to ON geta to get)] - forgetter n - 
forget oneself to lose one's dignity, temper, or self-control; act unsuitably 
or unworthily 

for'getful /-fl(a)l/ adj 1 likely or apt to forget 2 charactenzed by 
negligent failure to remember; neglectful - usu ^ of (^ of his manners} 

3 inducing oblivion sleep} - poetic - forgetfully adv, forgetful- 
ness n 

for'get-me-,not n any of a genus of small plants of the borage family 
with white or bright blue flowers usu arranged in a spike 
forgettable /fa'getobl/ adj apt to forget or be forgotten; esp unworthy 
of remembrance <a ^ performance} 


forgive /fa'giv/ vb forgave /-'gayv/; forgiven /-'giv(3)n/ vt 1 to cease to 
resent an insult} (‘^ one’s enemies} 2 to pardon <-«- us our 
trespasses} ~ vi to grant forgiveness [ME forgiven, fr OE forgifan, fr for- 
F gifan to give] - forgivable adj, forgivably adv, forgiver n, forgiving adj, 
forgivingly adv 

for'givenesn Anis/ n forgiving or being forgiven; pardon 
forgo, forego /fa'goh, faw-/ vt forgoes; forgoing; forwent /faw'went/; 
forgone /faw'gon/ to abstain or refrain from immediate gratification 

for the sake of future gams} [ME forgon, fr OE forgan to pass by, forgo, 
fr for- + gan to goL 

forint Aawnnt/ n — ^ Hungary at nationality [Hung] 

'fork /fawk/ n I a tool or implement with 2 or more prongs set on the 
end of a handle, eg a an agricultural or gardening tool for digging, 
carrying, etc b a small implement for eating or serving food 2a a forked 
part, or piece of equipment b a forked support for a cycle wheel - often 
pi with sing, meaning 3 (a part containing) a division into branches 4 any 
of the branches into which sthg forks 5 an attack by a chess piece (e g 
a knight) on 2 pieces simultaneously [ME forke, fr OE & ONF, OE forca 
& ONF forque, fr L furca] - forkful n 
'fork VI 1 to divide into 2 or more branches (where the road 2 to 
make a turn into one of the branches of a fork (we -^ed left at the inn} 

3 to make a payment or contnbution - out or up ^-'Vt 1 to raise, pitch, 
dig, or work with a fork hay} 2 to attack (2 chessmen) simultaneously 
3 to pay, contnbute - + out, over, or up ed out half of his salary for 
a new car} USE {vi 3; vt 3) infml 

forked adj having one end divided into 2 or more branches or points 
lightning} 

'fork.lift, .forklift 'truck n a vehicle for hoisting and transporting heavy 
objects by means of steel prongs inserted under the load 
forlorn /fa'Iawn/ adj la ^reft or forsaken of b sad and lonely because 
of Lsolation or desertion, desolate 2 in poor condition, miserable, 
wi etched <— tumbledown buildings} 3 nearly hopeless (a ^ attempt} 
[ME forloren, fr OE, pp of forJeosan to lose, fr for- ♦ leosan to lose] - 
forlornly adv 

forlorn ‘hope n a desperate or extremely difficult enterprise [by folk 
etymology fr D verloren htxip, lit., lost troop] 

'form /fawm/ n la the shape and structure of sthg as distinguished from 
Its matenal b a body (e g of a person), esp in its external appearance or 
as distinguished from the face 2 the essential nature of a thing as 
distinguished from the matter in which it is embodied 3a established or 
correct method of proceeding or behaving </ must ask for your name as 
a matter of b a presenbed and set order of words (the - of the 
marriage service} 4 a pnnted or typed document, esp one with blank 
spaces f'T insertion of required or requested information (income-tax 
^s> 5a conduct regulated by external controls (e g castom or etiquette), 
ceremony (the rigid of the imperial court} b manner or conduct of 

a specified sort, as tested by a presenbed or accepted standard (rudeness 
IS simply bad ^ > 6a the bed or nest of a hare b a long seat, a bench 7 
sthg (e g shuttenng) that holds, supports, and determines shape 8a the 
way in which sthg is arranged, exists, or shows itself (wntten in the ^ 
of a letter} b a kind, vanety (one ^ of respiratory disorder} 9a orderly 
method of arrangement (eg in the presentation of ideas), manner of 
coordinating elements (e g of an artistic production or line of reasoning) 
(his work lacks ^ > b the structural element, plan, or design of a work 
of art - compare content 2b 10 sing or pi in constr a class organized 
for the work of a particular year, esp in a Bntish school 11a the past 
performances of a competitor considered as a guide to its future perform- 
ance b known ability to perform (a singer at the top of his '^} c 
condition suitable for performing, esp in sports - often ^ in, out of, or 
off (was out of ^ all season} 12a linguistic form b any of the ways 
in which a word may be wntten or spoken as a result of inflection or 
change of spelling or pronunciation (verbal -s) 13 NAm a forme 14 
Br a criminal record - slang [ME forme, fr OF, fr L forma, perh modif 
of Gk morphe form, shape] - formicaa adj, formlcasly adv, fomkn- 
ness n 

'form vf I to give form, shape, or existence to; fashion <^ed from 
clay} < a judgment} 2a to give a particular shape to; shape or mould 
into a certain state or after a particular model ^^-^ed the dough into 
vanous shapes} (a state ^ ed along the lines of the Roman Republic} b 
to arrange themselves in (the women ^cd a hue} c to model or train by 
instruction and discipline (a mind -ed by classical educaUott} 3 to 
develop, acquire <- a habit} 4 to serve to make up or constitute; be a 
usu essential or basic element of 5a to produce (e g a tense) by inflection 
<-s r/ie past in -ed> b to combine to make (a compound word) 6 to 
arrange in order; draw up I - W 1 to become formed or shaped <j scab 
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^ed over the woundy 2 to take (a definite) form; come mto existence 
(^thunderclouds were ~ mg over the hills} - formable adj 
form* comb form formic acid (formaldehyde} (formate) [formic] 
*form /-fawm/, -iform comb form ( - adj) having the form or shape of; 

resembling <cniaform> [MF & L, MF -forme, fr L -formis, fr forma] 
formal Aawml/ adj la determining or being the essential constitution 
or structure cause) b of, concerned with, or being the (outward) form 
of sthg as distinguished from its content 2 following or according with 
established form, custom, or rule; conventional (lacked ^ qualifications 
for the job) 3a based on conventional forms and rules < ^ landscaping) 
b charactenzed by punctilious respect for correct procedure (very ~ in 
all his dealings) c ngidly ceremonious; pnm 4 having the appearance 
without the substance; ostensible (•^ Christians who go to church only 
at Easter) - formally adv 

formaldehyde /faw'maldi,hicd/ n a pungent irritating gas used chiefly 
as a disinfectant and preservative and in chemical synthesis [ISV form- 
♦ aldehyde] 

formalin /'fawmalin/ n a clear aqueous solution of formaldehyde (fr 
Formalin, a trademark] 

formalism /'fawml.iz(9)m/ n the practice or doctnne of stnet adherence 
to or sole consideration of prescribed or external forms (e g in mathemat* 
ics, religion, or art) - formalist n or adj, formalistic /-'istik/ adj 
formality /faw'mabti/ n 1 compliance with or observance of formal or 
conventional rules 2 an established form that is required or conven- 
tional 

formal ize, -ise /'fawml.iez/ vt 1 to make formal 2 to give formal status 
or approval to - formalization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

formant /'fawmant/ n a charactenstic resonance band of a vowel sound 
or musical instrument [G, fr L formant-, formans. prp of formare] 
'format /fawmat/ n 1 the shape, size, and general make-up (e g of a 
book) 2 the general plan of organization or arrangement [F or Q, F. fr 
G, fr L formatus, pp of formare to form, fr forma] 

^format vt ^tt* to arrange (e g a book or data) in a particular format or 
style 

formation /faw'maysh(a)n/ n 1 giving form or shape to sthg or taking 
form; development 2 sthg formed (new word ^ s> 3 the manner in which 
a thing is formed, structure 4 a body or senes of rocks represented as a 
unit in geological mapping 5 an arrangement of a group of people or 
things in some prescribed manner or for a particular purpose, also, sing 
or pi m constr such a group - formational adj 
'formative /Tawmativ/ adj la (capable oO giving form, constructive (a * 
^ influence) b used in word formation or inflection (a ^ affix) 2 
capable of alteration by growth and development tissues) 3 of or 
charactenzed by formative effects or formation <- years) - formativcly 
adv 

’formative n a formative aflix 

'form .claas n a class of linguistic forms that can be used in the same 
position in a construction and that share 1 or more grammatical fea- 
tures 

forme, NAm form /fawm/ n a frame enclosing metal type or blocks ready 
for pnnting [F forme, lit., form] 

'former /"fawma/ adj 1 of or occurring in the past (in ~ times) 2 
preceding in time or order (the - Prime Minister) 3 first of 2 things 
(understood to have been) mentioned [ME, fr forme first, fr OE forma 
- more at foremost] 

’former n, p! former the first mentioned, first (of puppies and kittens the 
^ are harder to train) 

^former n, chiefly Br a member of a speafied school form or year ^ sixth 
~ - often in combination ['form + *-er] 

^former n a frame or core on which an clectncal coil is wound ['form 
+ *-er] 

formerly /fawmali/ adv at an earlier time; previously 
Formica /faw'mieka/ trademark - used for any of vanous laminated 
plastics used for surfaces, esp on wood 

.formic 'acid Aawmik/ n a pungent corrosive liquid acid naturally 
produced by ants [L formica ant] 

formicary Aawmikari/ n an ant nest [ML formicarium, fr L for- 
mica] 

formidable AawmidabI; also fa'midabl/ adj 1 causing fear, dread, or 
apprehension (a prospect) 2 difficult to overcome; discouraging 
approach 3 tending to inspire respect or awe [ME, fr L formidabihs, fr 
formidare to fear, fr foimido fear, akin to Gk mormo she-monster] - 
fomMableneM n, formidably adv 

^orm .letter n a standard letter to which pertinent details (e g address 


and name) are added and which is sent to a usu large number of 
people 

.form of 'address n a correct title or expression of politeness to be used 
to sby 

formula /'fawmyoob/ n, pi formulas, formulae Alee, -lie/ la a set form 
of words for use in a ceremony or ntual b (a conventionalized statement 
intended to express) a truth, pnnciple. or procedure, esp as a basis for 
negotiation or action (the 2 sides worked out a peace -- > (the for a 
good marriage) 2 (a list of ingredients used in) a recipe 3a a fact, rule, 
or pnnciple expressed in symbols b a symbolic expression of the chemical 
composition of a substance c a group of numerical symbols associated to 
express a single concept 4 a presenbed or set form or method (e g of 
writing), an established rule or custom (unimaginative television pro- 
grammes written toa ^) 5 a classification of racing cars specifying esp 
size, weight, and engine capacity [L, dim. of forma form] - formulaic 
A'layik/ adj, formulaically adv 

formularize, -ite /-nez/ vt formulaif 1 - formularization 

/-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

formulary Aawmyoobn/ n a book containing a list of medicinal 
substances and formulas 

formulate /"fawmyoolayt/ vt 1 to state in or reduce to a formula 2 to 
devise or develop policy) (^d a new soap) - formulation 
/-'laysh(3)n/ n, formulator n 
'form, work /-.wuhk/ n shuttenng 

formyl /Tormil/ n the radical HCO of formic acid that is also character- 
istic of aldehydes [ISV] 

fornicate /'fawnikayt/ vt to commit fornication [LL fomicatus, pp of 
fomicare, fr L forme-, fornix arch, vault, brothel] - fornicator n 
fornication /,fawni'kaysh(3)n/ n voluntary sexual intercourse outside 
marnage 

for 'nothing adv 1 i-Ri-t 2 2 to no purpose, without result 
forsake /fa'sayk/ vt forsook /fa'sook/ , forsaken /b’saykan/ 1 to 
renounce (c g sthg once chenshed) without intent to recover or resume 
<forsook her family ties) 2 to desert, abandon (false fnends ^ us m 
adversity) [ME forsaken, fr OE forsacan, fr for- + sacan to dispute, akin 
to OE sacu action at law - more at 'saki^] 

forsooth /fa'soohth/ adv indeed, actually ~ now often used to imply 
contempt or doubt [ME for soth, fr OE formh, fr for t sofh truth, fr 
neut of sdth true - more at stxinib] 
forswear /faw’swea/ vb forswear; forsworn /-'swawii/ vt la to reject or 
deny under oath b to (solemnly) renounce 2 to make a liar of (oneselO 
(as lO under oath vi to swear falsely [ME forsweren, fr OE forswenan, 
fr for- » swenan to swear - more at swfar] 
forsworn /faw'swawn/ adj guilty of peijury 

forsythia /faw’siethi a, -thya/ n any of a genus of ornamental shrubs of 
the olive family with bnght yellow bell-shaped flowers appeanng in early 
spnng before the leaves [NL, genus name, fr William Forsyth tl804 Br 
botanist] 

fort /fawt/ n a strong or fortified place [ME forte, fr MF fort, fr fort 
strong, fr L fortis] 

fortalice /'fawtalis/ n, archaic 1 a fortress 2 a small fort or outwork 
[ME, fr ML fortalitia ~ more at fortress] 

'forte /fawt; esp sense I 'fawtay/ n 1 the area or skill in which a person 
excels 2 the strongest part of a sword blade being between the middle and 
the hilt [MF fort, fr fort strong] 

’forte Afawti, -lay/ n, adv, or adj (a note or passage played) in a loud and 
often forceful manner - used in music [It, fr forte strong, fr L fortis] 
forth /fawth/ adv 1 onwards in time, plac^ or order; forwards (from 
that day ^ > 2 out mto notice or view (put leaves) 3 away from a 
centre, abroad (went ^ to preach) [ME, fr OE, akin to OE for] 
forth'coming /-'kummg/ adj 1 approachitig 2a made available (new 
funds will be ^ next year) b willing to give information; responsive [obs 
forthcome (to come forth)] 

'forth, right /-.net/ adj going straight to thefxxnt without ambiguity or 
hesitation - forthrightly adv, forthrightneas n 
forth'with /-'widh/ adv immediately 

fortification /,fawtiri'kaysh(a)n/ n la fortifying b the science or art of 
providing defensive works 2 sthg that fortifies, defends, or strengthens, 
esp works erected to defend a place or position 
.fortifiad 'wine /'fawti,ried/ n a wine to which alcohol has been added 
during or after fermentation 

fortify /'fawtifie/ vt to make strong; e g a to strengthen and secure by 
military defences b to give strength, courage, or endurance to; strengthen 
c to add material to for strengthening or enriching ^ vi to erect fortiflea- 
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tions [ME fortifien, fr MF fortifier, fr LL fortificare, fr L fonts strong] 

~ fortifier n 

fortissimo /faw'tisimoh/ adv oradj very loud - used in music [It. superl 
of fone] 

fortitude /'fawtityoohd. -choohd/ n patient courage in pain or adversity 
[ME, fr L fonitudin-, foniiudo, fr fonts] 
fortnight /'fawt.nict/ n, chiefly Br two weeks [ME founenight, alter of 
founene night, fr OE feowenyne niht fourteen nights] 

''fortnightly Alt/ adj occurnng or appearing once a fortnight 
’fortnightly adv, chiefly Br once in a fortnight; every fortnight 
’fortnightly n a publication issued fortnightly 
Fortrsn, ' fortran /'fawtran/ n a ' computer language pnmanly 
for mathematical and scientific applications [formula translation] 
fortress /'fawtns/ n a fortified place, esp a large and permanent 
fortification, sometimes including a town [ME forteresse, fr MF for- 
teresce, fr ML fonaJitia, fr L fonis strong] 

fortuitous /faw'tyooh itas, -'choohV adj 1 occurnng by chance 2 
fortunate, lucky [L fonuitus, akin to L fort-, tors chance, luck] - 
fortuitously adv, fortuitousness n 

fortunate /'fawch(3)n3t/ adj 1 unexpectedly bnnging some good, auspi- 
cious 2 lucky - fortunately adv, fortunateness n 
fortune /'fawchoohn, -chan/ n 1 often cap a supposed (personified) 
power that unpredictably determines events and issues 2a prospcnty 
attained partly through luck b luck 1 c pf the favourable or unfavour- 
able events that accompany the progress of an individual or thing (^tracing 
the '^s of a rags-to-nches hero} (^the declining of the film industry y 

3 destiny, fate (tell his with cardsy 4a matenal possessions or wealth 
b a very large sum of money <ii'on a ^ on the poofsy - infml [ME, fr 
MF, fr L fontfna akin to L fort-, fors chance, luck, ferre to carry - more 
at ‘BhAR^l 

'fortune .hunter n a person who seeks wealth, esp by marnage 
'fortune*.teller n a person who claims to foretell future events - 
fortune-telling n or ad; 

forty /'fawti/ n I -if numbi-R 2 pi the numbers 40 to 49, specif a range 
of temperatures, ages, or dates in a century charactenzed by those 
numbers [ME founy, adj, fr OE feowertig, fr feowenig group of 40, fr 
feower four t -tig group of 10 - more at fighty] - fortieth /-ith/ adj or 
n, forty adj or prpn, fortyfold /-.fohld/ adj or adv 
.forty-'five n \ ,. f number 2 a gramophone record that plays at 45 
revolutions per minute - usu written 45 - forty-five adj or pron 
.forty 'winks n pi but sing or pi in constr ’nap - infml 
forum /'fawram/ n, pi forums also fora /-ra/ la the marketplace or 
public place of an ancient Roman city forming the public centre b a public 
meeting place or medium for open discussion 2a a public meeting or 
lecture involving audience discussion b a programme (e g on radio or 
television) based around the discussion of problems [L, akin to L fons 
outside, fores door - more at fkxir] 

'forward /'faw wad, sense 1 also 'forad when refemng to ships and 
aeroplanes/ adj la located at or directed towards the front b situated in 
advance 2 of or occupying a fielding position in cncket in front of the 
batsman’s wicket — f sport 3a eager, ready b lacking modesty or 
reserve, pert 4 advanced in development, precocious 5 moving, tending, 
or leading towards a position in (or at the) front 6 advocating an 
advanced policy in the direction of what is considered progress 7 of or 
getting ready for the future < -- planningy [ME, fr OE foreweard, fr fore- 
i -weard -ward] - forwardly adv, forwardness n 
’forward adv 1 to or towards what is ahead or in front </rofn that tune 
^ > (jnoved slowly ^ through the crowd) 2 to or towards an earlier time 
(Jbring the date of the meeting - > 3 into prominence 
*forward /'faw-wad/ n a mainly attacking player in hockey, soccer, etc 
stationed at or near the front of his/her side or team 
forward vt 1 to help onwards; promote 2a to send (forwards) (^witl 
the goods on payment) b to send onwards from an intermediate point in 
transit - forwarder n 

'forwarda adv forward; esp forward in space 
foaaa /'fosa/ n, pi fossae Afosi, 'fosie/ an anatomical pit or depression 
[NL. fr L, ditchf - fossate Aosayt/ adj 
foaaa, foss /fosl/n a ditch, iioat [ME fosse, fr OF, fr L fossa, fr fern of 
fossus] 

foasick Afosak/ vi . Austr to search for gold, esp by picking over 
abandoned workings ^ vt , chiefly Austr to search for (as iQ by rummag- 
ing - 4 out [E dial, fussick, fussock (to potter), irreg fr E fuss] - fossicker 
n, chiefly Austr 

'foaail Afosl/ I? 1 a relic of an afiimal or plant of a past geological age, 
preserved in the earth’s crust evoluiton 2a a person with out- 


moded views b sthg that has become ngidly fixed [L fossihs dug up, fr 
fossus, pp of fodere to dig > more at bfo] - fossiliferous /.fosl'ifaras/ 
adj 

’foaail adj la extracted from thejearth and denved from the remains of 
living things {coal is a fuel) energy b preserved in a mineral- 
ized or petrified form from a past geological age 2 outmoded 
foaail ize, -ise /'fosl,iez/ vt 1 to conven into a fossil 2 to make 
outmoded, ngid, or fixed to become fossilized - foasilization 
/-'7jiysh(3)n/ n 

foaaorial /fo'sawn-3l/ adj adapted to digging [ML fossonus, fr L 
fossus, pp] 

'foatar Afosta/ adj giving, receiving, or shanng parental care though not 
related by blood <a - child) [ME, fr OE fostor-, fr fostor food, feeding, 
akin to OE foda food - more at f ixio] 

’foater vt 1 to give parental care to, nurture 2 to promote the growth or 
development of - fosterer n 

‘foaterage /-nj/ n I fostenng 2 the custom of entrusting one’s child to 
foster parents 

‘foater, ling /-.ling/ n a foster child 
fou /fooh/ adj, Scot drunk [ME (Sc) fow full, fr ME full] 
fouett6 /fooh'etay (Fr fwrte)/ n a quick whipping movement of the 
raised leg in ballet dancing [F. fr pp of fouetter to whip, fr MF, fr fouet 
whip, fr OF. fr fou beech, fr L fagus - more at befch] 
fought /fawt/ past of fight 

'foul /fowl/ adj la ofTensive to the senses b dirty, stained <-^ linen) 2 
notably unpleasant or distressing, detestable 3 obscene, abusive 
language) 4a treacherous, dishonourable </a/r means or -• > b constitut- 
ing a foul in a game or sport 5 defaced by changes < ^ manusenpt) 6 
encrusted, clogged, or choked with a foreign substance <a ^ ship's 
bottom) 7 polluted air) 8 entangled (a ^ anchor) [ME. fr OE ful, 
akin to OHG ful rotten. L pus pus. putere to stink, Gk pyon pu.s) - 
foulness n 

’foul n 1 an entanglement or collision in angling, sailing, etc 2 an 
infnngement of the rules in a game or sport 
’foul VI 1 to become or be foul, esp to become clogged, choked up, or 
entangled 2 to commit a foul in a sport or game ^ vt la to pollute b to 
become entangled with c to encrust with a foreign substance d to 
obstruct, block - compare ioul up 3 2 to dishonour, discredit 3 to 
commit a foul against 

foulard /*foohlah(d)/ n a lightweight plain-woven or twilled silk (and 
cotton) fabnc, usu decorated with a printed pattern [F] 

'foul.brood /-.broohd/ n a bactenal disease of honeybee larvae 
foully Aowl li/ adv m a foul manner 

.foul'mouthed /-'mowdhd/ adj given to the use of obscene, profane, or 
abusive language 

.foul 'play n violence, esp murder 

'foul-.up n 1 a state of confusion caused by ineptitude, carelessness, or 
mismanagement 2 a mechanical difficulty USE infml 
foul up vt 1 chiefly NAm to contaminate 2 chiefly NAm to spoil or 
confuse by making mistakes or using poor judgment 3 to entangle, block 
<fouled up the communications) USE (2 & J) infml 
'found /fownd/ past of find 

’found adj having all usual, standard, or reasonably expected equipment 
<r/ie boat comes fully ^ . ready to go) 

*found vt 1 to take the first steps in building 2 to set or ground on sthg 
solid - often -i- on or upon 3 to establish (e g an institution), often with 
provision for continued financial suppon [ME founden, fr OF fonder, fr 
L fundare, fr fundus bottom - more at bottom] - founder n 
*found vt to melt (metal) and pour into a mould [MF fondre to pour, melt. 

fr L fundere; akin to OE geotan to pour, Gk chein] - fouRdw n 
foundation /fown'daysh(3)n/ n 1 the act of founding 2 the basis on 
which sthg stands or is supported 3 an organization or institution 
established by endowment with provision for future maintenance 4 an 
underlying natural or prepared base or support; esp the whole masonry 
substructure on which a building rests 5 a body or ground on which sthg 
IS built up or overlaid 6 a cream, lotion, etc applied as a base for other 
facial make-up - foundational adj, foundationally adv, foundaCioalea 
adj 

foun'dation .course n a basic general course (e g as taught in the first 
year at certain universities) 

foun'dation .garment n a girdle, corset, or other supporting undergar- 
ment 

foun'dation .stone n a stone m the foundation of a building, esp when 
laid with public ceremony 

founder Afownda/ vi 1 to become disabled; esp to go lame 2 to collapse; 
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GIVE WAY 3a 3 to Sink 4 to come to grief; fail vt to disable (e g a horse), 
esp by overwork [ME foundren to send to the bottom, collapse, fr MF 
fottdrer, deriv of L fundus bottom] 

.founding fathor n 1 a founder 2 cap both Fs a member of the 
American Constitutional Convention of 1787 
‘foundling /-ling/ n an infant found abandoned by unknown parents 
found object n oioet trouve 
foundry /Towndri/ n (a place for) casting metals [*found] 

'fount /fownt/ If a fountain, source [MF font, fr L font^, fans] 

*fount, chiefly NAm font /font/ n, Br a complete set of matnces of 
characters (e g for photocomposition) in 1 style [F fonte, fr MF, act of 
founding, fr (assumed) VL fundita, fern of funditus, pp of L fundere to 
pour > more at *found] 

'fountain /'fowntan/ n 1 a spring of water issuing from the earth 2 a 
source 3 (the structure providing) an artificially produced jet of water 4 
a reservoir containing a supply of liquid (e g in a lamp or printing press) 
[ME, fr MF fontaine, fr LL fontana, fr L, fern of fontanus of a spnng, fr 
font-, fons] 

^fountain vb to (cause to) flow or spout like a fountain 
'fountain, head /-.hed/ /i 1 a spring that is (he source of a stream 2 a 
principal source 

'fountain ,pan n a pen containing a reservoir that automatically feeds 
the mb with ink 

four /faw/ n 1 — number 2 the fourth in a set or senes <r/ie of 
hearts'^ 3 sthg having 4 parts or members or a denomination of 4; esp (the 
crew oO a 4-person racing rowing boat 4 a shot in cncket that crosses 
the boundary after having hit the ground and scores 4 runs - compare 
BOUNDARY 2b, SIX 3a [ME, fr four, adj, fr OE feower, akin to OHG fior 
four, L quattuor, Gk tessares, tettares] - four adj or pron, fourfold 
/-.fohld/ adj or adv 

.four-drmensional adj (consisting) of elements requinng 4 coordinates 
to determine them 

four .flush n a worthless hand of 4 cards of the same suit in a 5-card 
poker hand 

.four-'handsd adj 1 designed for 4 hands 2 engaged in by 4 people 
.Pour 'Hundred, 400 n, NAm the exclusive social set of a community 
[arbitrary smallish number] 

Fourierism /’foon a,riz(d)m, 'foonay,iz(9)m/ n a system for reorganizing 
society into cooperative communities [F founensme, fr F M C Fourier 
tl837 F social reformer] - Fourierist n 
'Fourier .series /'foon-a, 'foonay/ n an infinite senes in which the terms 
are constants multiplied by sine or cosine function^ of integer multiples 
of the vanable and which is used in the analysis of penodic functions (e g 
simple harmonic motion) [Baron J B J Founer tl830 F geometncian & 
physiast] 

.four-in-'hand n (a vehicle drawn by) a team of 4 horses dnven by 1 
person 

,four-ieaf 'ciover, .four-leaved 'clover n a clover leaf that has 4 leaflets 
instead of 3 and is held to bnng good luck 

.four-lsttor 'word n any of a group of vulgar or obscene words typically 
made up of 4 letters 

fourpsneo /'fawp(a)ns/ n the sum of 4 pence 
'fourpenny /-p(a)ni/ adj costing or worth fourpence 
fourpenny .one n, Br a sharp blow - mfml [prob fr rhyming slang 
fourpenny (bit) hit] 

.four-'poster /'pohsta/ n a bed with 4 tall often carved comer posts 
designed to support curtains or a canopy 
fourscore /- 3 kaw/ n eighty - fourscore adj 
foursome /'faws(3)m/ n 1 a group of 4 people or things 2 a golf match 
between 2 pairs of partners in which each pair plays 1 ball 
'.four'squsre /-'skwea/ adj forthright 

^foursquare adv 1 in a solidly based and steady way 2 resolutely 
.four- star adj of a superior standard or quality <a ^ restaurant} [fr the 
number of asterisks used in guidebooks to denote relative excellence] 
four-, stroke adj 1 of or being an internal-combustion engine with a 
cycle of 4 strokes (e g intake, compression, combustion, and exhaust) 2 
powered by a four-stroke engine - four-stroke n 
fourteen /faw'tecn/ n number [ME fourtene, fr OE feowertiene, 
fr feowertiene, adj; akin to OE tien ten] - fourteen adj or pron, fourteenth 
/-'tcenth/ adj or a 

fourth /fawth/ n 1 number 2a (the combination of 2 notes at) a 
musical interval of 4 diatonic degrees b a subdominant 3 the 4th and usu 
highest forward gear or speed of a motor vehicle - fourth adj or adv, 

fosrtUy adv 

< fourth dimension n la dimension in addition to length, breadth, and 


depth; specif a coordinate in addition to 3 rectangular coordinates, esp 
when inlerpreted as the time coordinate in a space-time continuum 2 sthg 
outside the range of ordinary experience - fourth-dimensional adj 
fourth estate /?, often cap F&E pri ss 6a [fr its status as a nval to the 
three groups (clergy, nobility, commons) traditionally holding political 
power] 

,four-'way adj 1 allowing passage in any of 4 directions 2 including 4 
participants 

,four-'wheel, .four-'wheeled adj 1 having 4 wheels 2 acting on or by 
means of 4 wheels of an automotive vehicle dnve} 
fovea /'fohvio, -vya/ n, pi foveae /-vi.ee, -vi.ie/ a small anatomical pit; 
esp fovea centralis [NL, fr L, pit] - foveal adj, foveate /-vi,ayt/ adj, 
fovelform /foh'vee i.fawm/ adj 

,fovea cen'tralls /sen'trahlis/ n, pi foveae centrales /-leez/ an area of 
the retina without rods where vision is acute [NL, central fovea] 

'fowl /fowl/ n, pi fowls, esp collectively fowl 1 bird 1 2 iximem ic fowl, 
esp an adult hen 3 the flesh of birds used as food [ME foul, fr OE fugel, 
akin to OHG fogal bird] 

•fowl VI to hunt, catch, or kill wildfowl - fowler n 
'fowling .piece n a light gun for shooting birds or small animals 
'fowl ,pest n a fatal infectious virus disease of domestic poultry 
'fox /foks/ n, pi foxes, esp collectively fox 1 (the fui ofl a red fox or related 
flesh-cating mammal of the dog family with a pointed muzzle, large erect 
ears, and a long bushy tail 2 a clever crafly person 3 cap a member, or 
the language, of an Amencan Indian people who once lived in Wisconsin 
(ME, fr OE. akin to OHG fuhs fox, Skt puccha tail] 

•fox vt 1 to outwit 2 to baffle 
foxed adj discoloured with foxing 

'fox, glove /-.gluv/ n a common tall European plant that has showy white 
or purple tubular flowers and is a source of digitalis pi ani 
'fox.hole /-.hohl/ n a pit dug. usu hastily, for individual cover against 
enemy fire 

'foxhound /-.hownd/ n any of various large swift powerful hounds of 
great endurance used in hunting foxes 
'foxhunting /-.hunting/ n the practice of hunting foxes on horseback 
with a pack of hounds - foxhunter n 
foxing /'foksing/ n discoloration, esp brownish spots on old paper [fr its 
resemblance to the colour of a fox’s fur] *"• 

'fox, tail /-.tayl/ n any of several grasses with spikes resembling the tail 
of a fox 

.fox 'terrier n a small lively smooth-haired or wirehaircd terrier formerly 
used to dig out foxes 

'Foxtrot /-.trot/ • a communications code word for the letter f 
fox-trot VI or n (to dance) a ballroom dance that includes slow walking 
and quick running steps 

foxy /'foksi/ adj 1 cunningly shrewd in conniving and contriving 2 
warmly reddish brown 3 AfAm physically attractive ['l ox t '-v] foxily 
adv, foxineas n 

foyer /’foy,ay, -a (Fr fwaje)/ n an anteroom or lobby (e g of a theatre), 
also an entrance hallway [F, lit., fireplace, fr ML fiKanus, fr L focus 
hearth] 

Fra /frah/ n brother - used as a title preceding the name of an Italian 
monk or fnar Angelico} [It, short for frate, fr L fra/er - more at 
brother] 

fracas /'frakah/ n, pi fraca8/-ah(z)/, NAm fracases /-siz/ a noisy 
quarrel; a brawl [F, dm, row, fr It fracasso, fr fracassare to shatter] 
fraction Araksh(3)n/ n la a number (e g -3^. H, 0 234) that is expressed 
as the quotient of 2 numbers b a (small) portion or section 2 an act of 
breaking up, specif Xbt breaking of the bread by a priest in the Euchanst 
3 a tiny bit, a little <a - closer} 4 any of <tveral portions (e g of a 
- distillate) separable by fractionation [ME frgccioun, fr LL fraction-, 
fractio act of breaking, fr L fractus, pp of fraigere to break - more at 
break] 

fractional /'fraksh(d)nl/ adj 1 of or being a fraction 2 relatively tiny or 
brief 3 of or being a process for separating Onmponents of a mixture 
through differences in physical or chemical properties < - distillation} 
'fractionally /-li/ adv to a very small extent 
'f ractio^ata /-ayt/ vt to separate (e g a mixture) into different portions 
- fracMoitatloii /-'■ysh(3)n/ n, fractionator /.ayta/ n 
fractious /'frakshss/ adj irritable and restless; hard to control [fraction 
(discord) + -ous] - fractiously adv, firactiousneta n 
'fracture /'frakcha/ n 1 a break or breaking, esp of hard tissue (e g bone) 
2 the appearance of a broken surface of a mineral 3a the substitution of 
a diphthong for an orig simple vowel, esp under the influence of a 
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following consonant b a diphthong thus substituted [ME, fr L fractura, 
fr fractus] 

^fracture vt 1 to cause a fracture in 2 to damage or destroy as if by 
breaking apart; break up ^ w to undergo fracture 
frae /fray/ prep, Scot from [ME (northern) fn, frae, fr ON fra, akin to 
OE from] 

fraenulum, frenulum /'frenyoobm/ n, pi frenula /-b/ a fraenum [NL. 
dim. of L fraenum, frenum] 

fraanum, frenum /'freenam/ n, pi freni /-na/ a connecting fold of 
membrane that supports or retains a body part (eg the tongue) [L 
fraenum, frenum, lit., bndle; akin to L Itrmus firm] 
frag /frag/ vt -gg* to injure or kill (one’s military leader) deliberately by 
means of a grenade [fr frag, n, short for fragmentation (grenade)] 
fragile /'frajiel/ adj 1 easily shattered 2 lacking in strength, delicate 
[MF, fr L fragtiis - more at rRAiiJ - fragility /fra'jibti/ n 
'fragment /'fragmant/ n an incomplete, broken off, or detached part 
[ME. fr L fragmentum, fr frangere to break - more at ukfak] 
’fragment /frag'ment/ vt to break up or apart into fragments ^ vi to fall 
to pieces - fragmentation /,fragman'tay$h(a)n/ n 
fragmentary /'fragmant(a)n/ adj consisting of fragments; incomplete 
- fragmentarily adv, fragmentarineu n 

.fragmen'tation .bomb /.fragman'taysh(a)n/ n a bomb or shell whose 
casing IS thrown in fragments in all directions on exploding 
fragrance /'fraygrans/ n 1 (the quality or state of having) a sweet or 
pleasant smell 2 the smell of perfume, cologne, or toilet water [F or L. 
F. fr L fragrantia, fr fragrant-, fragrans, prp of fragrare to be fragrant, 
akin to OE brsehen to smell] - fragrant adj, fragrantly adv 
frail /frayl/ adj 1 morally or physically weak 2 easily broken or 
destroyed 3 slight insubstantial [ME, fr MF fraile. fr L fragilis fragile, 
fr frangere] - frailly adv, frailness n 
frailty /'fraylti/ n a (moral) fault due to weakness [frail ♦ ^-rv] 
framboesia, NAm frambesia /fram'beezya. •zh(y)3/ n yaws [NL. fr F 
framboise raspberry, fr the appearance of the lesions] 

'frame /fraym/ vt la to plan, work out lb, c b to shape, construct 2 
to fit or adjust for a purpose 3 to construct by fitting and uniting the parts 
of 4a to contrive evidence against (an innocent person) b to prearrange 
the outcome of (c g a contest) [ME framen to benefit, construct, fr OF 
framian to benefit, make progress, akin to ON fram forward. OE from 
from] - framer n 

’frame n 1 sthg composed of parts fitted together and joined, esp the 
physical structure of a human body 2 a structure that gives shape or 
strength (eg to a building) 3a an open case or structure made for 
admitting, enclosing, or supporting sthg <a window ^ architec 

lURE b a machine built on or within a framework <a spinning c the 
ngid part of a bicycle d the outer structure of a pair of glasses that holds 
the lenses 4a an enclosing border b the matter or area enclosed in such 
a border^e g~(l) any of the squares in which scores for each round arc 
recorded (e g in bowling) (2) a box c^a strip cartoon (3) a single picture 
of the senes on a length of film ^ ^ camera (4) a single complete 
television picture made up of lines i ei evision c a limiting, typical, 
or esp appropnate set of circumstances; a framework 5 a minimal unit 
of programmed instruction or stimulus calling for a response by the 
student 6 one round of play in snooker, bowling, etc 7 a frame-up - 
infml 

’frarrte adj having a wooden frame houses} 

.frame of 'mind n a particular mental or emotional state 
.frame of 'reference n 1 an arbitrary set of axes used as a reference 
to descnbe the position or motion of sthg or to formulate physical laws 
2 a set or system of facts, ideas, etc serving to onent or giv particular 
meaning to a statement, a point of view, etc 
'frame-,up n a conspiracy to frame sby or sthg - infml 
'frame, work A.wuhk/ n la skeletal, openwork, or structural frame 2 
a basic structure (e g of ideas) 

franc /frangk/ n (a note or coin representing) the basic money unit of 
FrancCj^lgium, Switzerland, and certain other French-speaking coun- 
tries JS" nationality [F] 

franc C.F.A. n (a note or coin representing) the basic money unit of an 
association of French-spewing African states including Benin, Chad, the 
Ivory Coast, and Senegal nationality [F communaute /inanciere 
afncaine African financial community] 

'franchita /'fralnchiez, 'frahn-/ n 1 freedom from some burden or 
restriction 2a a special privilege granted to an individual or group b a 
nght or privilege; specif the right to vote c the right granted to an 
individual or group to market a company’s goods or services in a 


particular terntory; also the terntory involved in such a right [ME, fr OF, 
fr franchir to free, fr franc free] 

’franchise vt to grant a franchise to 

Franciscan /fran'siskan/ n a member of the Order of mi$.sionary fnars 
founded by St Francis of Assisi in 1209 [ML Franciscus Francis] - 
Franciscan adj 

francium /'fransi am/ n an anificially produced radioactive element of 
the alkali metal group periodic table [NL. fr France] 

Franco- /frangkoh-/ comb form 1 French nation, people, or culture 
<FrancopA//e> 2 French and (franco-German} [ML, fr Francus 
Frenchman, fr LL, Frank] 

francolin /'frangkohlin/ n any of numerous partndga of S Asia and 
Afnca [F, fr It francolino] 

francophone /'frangks.fohn/ adj, ofien cap consisting of or belonging 
to a French-speaking population - Francophone n 
f rangipane /franji.payn/ n a usu almond-flavoured custardlikc confec- 
tion [F, frangipani (perfume), frangipane, fr It. fr Marquis Muzio 
Frangipane, 16th-c It nobleman] 

frangipani /.franji'pahni/ n I a perfume denved from or imitatmg the 
odour of the flower of the red jasmine 2 any of several tropical Amencail 
shrubs or small trees of the periwinkle family [modif of It frangipane] 
franglais /'frong giay/ n, often cap French with a considerable number 
of words borrowed from English [F, blend of francs French and anglais 
English] 

'frank /frangk/ adj marked by free, forthnght, and sincere expression <a 

- reply X also undisguised admiration} [ME, free, generous, fr OF 
franc, fr ML francus, fr LL Francus Frank] - frankness n 

’frank vt la to send (a piece of mail) without charge b to put a frank on 
(a piece of mail) 2 to enable to pass or go freely or easily (the delegates 
will ^ the policy} 

’frank n 1 an oflicial signature or sign on a piece of mail indicating 
exemption from postal charges 2 a mark or stamp on a piece of mail 
indicating postage paid 3 a franked envelope 

Frank n a member of a W Germanic people that established themselves 
in the Netherlands and Gaul and on the Rhine in the 3rd and 4th c [ME; 
partly fr OE Franca, partly fr OF Franc, fr LL Francus, of Gmc ongm; 
akin to OHG Franko Frank, OE Franca] - Frankish adj 
Frankenstein /'frangkan,stien/ n 1 a work or agency that rums its 
onginator 2 a monster in the shape of a man [Baron Frankenstein, hero 
(who constructs a human monster) of the novel Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley tl851 E novelist] 

frankfurter /’frangk.fuhta/ n a cured cooked, usu beef and pork, 
sausage [G frankfurter of Frankfurt, fr Frankfurt am Main, city in 
Genrumy] 

frankincense /'frangkm.sens/ n a fragrant gum resin chiefly from E 
African or Arabian trees that is burnt as incense [ME fraunk encens, fr 
fraunk, frank pure, free 4 encens incense] 
franklin /'frangklin/ n a medieval English landowner of free but not 
noble birth [ME frankeleyn, fr AF fraunclein, fr OF franc] 

Franklin stove n, NAm a freestanding metal stove resembling an open 
fireplace and used for heating a room [Benjamin Franklin tl790 US 
statesman & scientist, its inventor] 

frankly Arangkli/ adv to tell the truth; actually I couldn't care 
less} 

frantic Arantik/ adj 1 emotionally out of control with anger and 
frustration} 2 marked by fast and nervous, disordered, or anxiety-driven 
activity [ME frenetik, frantik - more at frenetic] - frantic^y adv, 
franticly adv franticneas n 

frap /frap/ vt -pp- to draw tight (e g with ropes or cables) [ME frapen 
to stnke, beat, fr MF fraper] 

frappd /'frapay {Fr frape)/ n or adj (a dnnk that is) chilled or partly 
frozen [F, fr pp of frapper to stnke, chill, fr MF fraper to stnke] 
fraternal /fra'tuhni/ adj la of or involving brothers b of or bdng a 
fraternity or soaety 2 of twins denved from 2 ova 3 friendly, brotherly 
[ME, fr ML fratemaUs, fr L fratemus, fr frater brother - more at 
BR01 her] - fratemalism n, fraternally adv 

fraternity /fra'tuhnati/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a group of people 
associated or formally organized for a common purpose, interest, or 
pleasure; e g a a fraternal order b a club for male students in some 
Amencan universities - compare sorority 2 brotherlmess 3 sing or pi 
in constr men of the same usu specified class, profession, character, or 
tastes (the racing ~ > 

f ratern-ize, -Ise /’frau.niez/ w 1 to associate or mingle on friendly terms 
2 to associate on close terms with citizens or troops of a hostile country 

- fraternization /-'zayshfaln/ n 
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fratricide /Tratri,sied, 'fray-/ n (the act oO &by who kills his/her brother 
or sister [ME, fr MF or L, MF, fr L fntncida & fntncidmm, fr /rarr-, 
frater brother + <ida 8 l -cidium - more at -cide] - fratricidal /-'siedl/ 
adj 

Frau /frow (Ger frau))/ n. pi Frauen /-an/ a German-speaking marned 
woman - used as a title equivalent to Mrs [G. woman, wife, fr OHG 
frouwa mistress, lady; akin to OE frea lord] 
fraud /frawd/ If la deception, esp for unlawful gain batnek 2a a person 
who IS not what he/she pretends to be b sthg that is not what it seems 
or IS represented to be [ME fraude, fr MF. fr L fraud-, fraus\ akin to $kt 
dhvarati he bends, injures] 

fraudulent Arawdyoobnt/ adj characterized by. involving, or done by 
fraud - fraudulence n, fraudulently adv 

fraught /frawt/ adj 1 filled or charged wtth sthg specified <t/re situation 
IS ^ with danger} 2 Ar charactenzed by anxieties and tensions and 
complex relationships') [ME, fr pp of fraughten to load, fr fraught, freight 
freight - more at freight] 

frdulein /'frawlien {Ger f^roiiain)/ n an unmarried German-speaking 
woman - used as a title equivalent to Miss [G. dim of Frau] 
'Fraunhofer .lines Arown,hohf3 (Ger frannhofa)/ n pi the dark lines 
seen in solar and stellar spectra [Joseph von Fraunhofer tl826 Bavanan 
optician & physicist] 

fraxinella /.fraksi'neb/ n a Eurasian plant of the rue family whose 
flowers give off an inflammable vapour in hot weather [NL, dim of L 
fraxinus ash tree - more at birch] 

'fray /fray/ n a brawl, fight [ME. short for afray, affray affray - more at 
affraV] 

»fray vt 1 to separate the threads at the edge of (e g fabric) 2 to strain, 
imtate <A« temper became a bit cd> - vj to wear out or into shreds 
[MF froyer, frayer to rub, fr L fncare - more at friction] 

'frazzle /'frazl/ vt to put in a state of extreme physical or nervous fatigue, 
upset > infml [alter of E dial, fazle (to tangle, fray)] 

^frazzle n a frazzled condition <wo/7i to a - infml 
'frealr /freek/ /i la a sudden and odd or seemingly pointless idea or whim 
b a seemingly capricious action or event 2 a person or animal with a 
physical oddity who appears in a circus, funfair, etc 3 a person seen as 
being highly unconventional, esp in dress or ideas 4 an ardent enthusiast 
<fl jazz -«-> 5a a sexual pervert b head 19 - often in combination 
<speedfreak>; slang USE (J A 4) infml [ongin unknown] 

’freak vb freak out - slang 

freakish Areekish/ adj whimsical, capricious - freakishly adv, fteak- 
iabneas n 

,freak of 'nature n freak 2 
'freak-, out n a drug-induced state of mind - slang 
freak out vt 1 to put under the influence of a (hallucinogenic) drug 2 
to put into a state of intense excitement ^ vi 1 to expcnence hallucina- 
tions or withdraw from reality, esp by taking drugs 2 to behave in an 
irrational, uncontrolled, or unconventional manner (as lO under the 
influence of drugs USE slang 

freaky /freeki/ adj being a freak; characteristic of a freak 
freckle ArekI/ n any of the small brownish spots on the skin, esp of white 
people, that increase in number and intensity on exposure to sunlight 
[ME freken, frekel, of Scand origin; akin to ON freknotir freckled; akin 
to OE spearca spark] - freckly /’frekli/ adj 
freckle vb to mark or become marked with freckles or small spots 
'free /free/ adj la enjoying civil and political liberty b politically 
independent c not subject to the control or domination of another 2a not 
determined by external influences <a ^ agent) b voluntary, spontaneous 
3a exempt, relieved, or released, esp from an unpleasant or unwanted 
condition or obligation from pain) - often in combination 
(^trouble-free) (duty-free) b not bound, confined, or detained by force 
prisoner was now > 4a having no trade restrictions b not subject to 
government regulation 5 having or taken up with no obligations or 
commitments (I’ll be ^ this evening) 6 having an unrestricted scope (a 
^ variable) 7a not obstructed or impeded b not being used or occupied 
(used a ~ hand) e not hampered or restricted; unfettered speech) 
9 not fastened (the ^ end of the rope) 9a lavish, unrestrained (very ^ 
with her praises) b outspoken c too familiar or forward 10 not costing 
or charging anything 11a not (permanently) united with, attached to, or 
combined with sthg else; separate <'^ oxygen) b capable of being used 
alone as a meaningful linguistic form <hats is a form) - compare 
'BOUND 4 12a not literal or exact < translation) b not restricted or 
conforming to conventional forms jazz) 13 open to all comers (ME, 
fr OE freo-, akin to OHG tn free, Gk prays gentle] - freely adv 


free adv 1 in a free manner 2 without charge (admitted ^ > 3 not 
close-hauled (sailing ^ > 

free vt 1 to cause to be free 2 to relieve or rid of sthg that restrains, 
confines, restnets, or embarrasses her husband from debt) 3 to 
disentangle, clear ' freer n 

.free and 'easy adj 1 marked by informality and lack of constraint 2 
failing to observe strict standards, careless - free and easy adv 
.free as.soci'ation n the expression of conscious thoughts, ideas, etc 
used esp in psychoanalysis to reveal unconscious processes; esp (the 
reporting of) the first thought, image, etc that comes to mind in response 
to a given stimulus (e g a word) 

freebie, freebee /'freebi/ n. chiefly NAm sthg (e g a theatre ticket) given 
or received without charge - infml [by alter fr obs slang freeby (gratis), 
fr free + -by, of unknown ongin] 

'free.board /-.bawd/ n the vertical distance between the waterline and 
the deck of a ship 

'free.booter /-.boohta/ n a pirate, plunderer [D vnjbuiter, fr vnjbuit 
plunder, fr vnj free + buit booty] 

‘free.born /-.bawn/ adj not bom in slavery 
Free Church n, chiefly Br a Bntish Nonconformist church 
free collective bargaining n bargaining between trade unions and 
employers unhampered by government guidelines or by legal restne- 
tions 

free diving n skin diving 

'freed.man /-man/, fern ‘freed,woman n sby freed from slavery 
freedom /'freedom/ n la the absence of necessity or constraint in choice 
or action b liberation from slavery or restraint c being exempt or released 
/rom sthg (onerous)<~ from care) 2a ease, facility b being frank, open, 
or outspoken c improper familiarity 3 boldness of conception or execu- 
tion 4 unrestricted use of (gave him the — of their home) 5 a right or 
pnvtiege, esp political ['i rfe + -dom] 

'freadom .ride n, often cap FAR an organized nde made through states 
of the USA in protest against racialism and illegal segregation 
free enterprise n an economic system that relics on pnvate business 
operating competitively for profit to satisfy consumer demands and in 
which government action is restricted to protecting public interest and to 
keeping the national economy in balance 
'free-.fall n 1 (the condition oO unrestrained motion in a gravitational 
field 2 the part of a parachute jump before the parachute opens 
,frss-'f loafing adj relatively uncommitted to a particular course of 
action, party, etc 

free-for-.all n 1 a fight or competition open to all comers and usu with 
no rules 2 an often vociferous quarrel or argument involving several 
participants 

'free.hand /-.hand/ adj done without the aid of drawing or measunng 
last rumen ts - freehand adv 

.free 'hand n freedom of action or decision (gave her a ^) 
.frea'handed /-'handid/ adj openhanded, generous - freehandedly 
adv 

free, hold /-.hohid/ n a tenure in absolute possession, also a property 
held by such tenure - freeholder n 

'frea .house n a public house in Britain that is entitled to sell dnnks 
supplied by more than 1 brewery - compare tifd house 
free jazz n jazz that is totally improvised, lacks any regular beat, and has 
no predetermined harmonic or melodic structure 
.free 'kick n an unhindered kick in soccer, rugby, etc awarded because 
of a breach of the rules by an opponent 
"free.lance /-.lahns/ n a person who pursues a profession without 
long-term contractual commitments to any one employer - free-lance 
adj 

’freelance vi to act as a freelance 
free lance n a mercenary knight 

.free-'living adj, of a living organism neither parasitic nor .symbiotic - 

free-liver n 

'free.load /-.lohd/ vi to take advantage of another’s generosity or 
hospitality without shanng in the cost or r«pon.sibility involved - infml 
- freeloato n 

.free 'i^ve n the concept or practice of sexual relations without legal, 
financial, etc commitment 

free, man /-man/ n 1 sby enjoying civil or political liberty 2 sby who 
has the full rights of a citizen 

.free 'market n an economic market operating by free competition 
free, martin /-.mahtin/ n a sexually imperfect usu sterile female calf 
bom as a twin with a male (origin unknown] 
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'Free, mason /-.mays(»)n/ n a member of an ancient and widespread 
secret fraternity called Free and Accepted Masons 
'fraa.maaonry /-,mays(a)nn/ n 1 cap the principles, institutions, or 
practices of Freemasons 2 natural or instinctive fellowship or sympa- 
thy 

'f res .port n an enclosed (section of a) port where goods are received and 
shipped free of customs duty 

,f ree-'range adj of, being, or produced by poultry reared in the open air 
rather than in a battery 

.free 'rain n unrestricted liberty or scope (£ive ^ to one’s feelings') 
freasia /'freczh(y)a, -zya/ n any of a genus of sweet-scented Afncan 
plants of the iris family with red, white, yellow, or purple flowers [NL, 
genus name, fr F H T Freese tl876 G physician] 
free skating n the part of a competitive figure-skating event that 
features artistic interpretation of steps and movements to music 
.free-'spoken adj outspoken 

.free'standing /-'standing/ adj standing without lateral support or 
attachment <a column) 

'free, stone /-.stohn/ n 1 a stone that can be cut without splitting 2 (a 
fruit with) a stone to which the flesh does not cling 
'freestyle /-.stiel/ n 1 (a style used in) a competition in which a 
contestant uses a style (eg of swimming) of his/her choice 2 
catch-as-catch-can 3 crawl 2 

,free-'swimming adj, of an animal that lives in water able to swim 
about, not attached to a rock or other object 

.free'thinker /-'thingka/ n a person who forms opinions on the basis of 
reason; esp one who rejects religious dogma -- freethinking n or adj 
.free 'thought n freethinking, specif 18lh-c deism 
.free 'trede '.radc based on the unrestricted international exchange of 
goods 

free verse n verse without fixed metrical form 
free vote n a vote in Parliament not subject to party instructions - 
compare iwo-linl whip, ihkf.f.-mnf whip 
'freeway /-.way/ n, NAm a motorway 

\f ree'wheel /-'wecl/ n a device fitted to a vehicle wheel allowing forward 
motion when the motive power is removed 
’freewheel vi 1 of a bicycle, cyclist, or motor car to coast freely without 
power from the pedals or engine 2 to move, live, or dnft along freely or 
irresponsibly ~ frecwheeler n 

.free 'will n the power of choosing without the constraint of divine 
necessity or causal law 

.free 'world n the non-Communisi count ncs of the world 
'freeze /Ueti/ vh froze /frohz/, frozen /'frohz(3)n/ vi I to become 
congealed into a solid (e g ice) by cold 2 to become chilled with cold 
(^almost froze to death) 3 to stick solidly (as lO by freezing 4 to become 
clogged with ice <r/ie water pipes froze) 5 to become fixed or motionless, 
esp to abruptly cease acting or speaking 6 to be capable of undergoing 
freezing for preservation <do strawbemes - wcll"^ ^vt 1 to convert 
from a liquid to a solid by cold 2 to make extremely cold 3a to act on, 
usu destructively, by frost b to anaesthetize (as lO by cold </be injection 
froze her gum) 4 to cause to become fixed, immovable, or unalterable, 
as if paralysed S to immobilize the expenditure, withdrawal, or exchange 
of (foreign-owned bank balances) by government regulation 6 to preserve 
(e g food) by freezing the water content and maintaining at a temperature 
below O'C [ME fresen, fr OE freosan, akin to OHG fnosan to freeze, L 
pniina hoarfrost] - fireezingly adv 

’freeze n l freezing cold weather 2a an act or period of freezing sthg, esp 
wages or prices at a certain level b being frozen 
freeze-dry vb to dehydrate (sthg) while in a frozen state n a vacuum, 
esp for preservation - freeze-dried adj 

freeze out vt to deliberately ignore or fail to respond to (sby) - 
infml 

freezer /'freczp/ n an apparatus that freezes or keeps cool, esp an 
insulated cabinet or room for stonng frozen food or for freezing food 
rapidly 

'freeze-, up n a spell of very cold weather - infml 
F region n the highest region of the ionosphere occumng from 145km 
(about 90mi) to 4(X)km (about 2SC)mi) above the surface of the earth 
'freight /frayt/ n 1 the charge made for transporting goods 2 a cargo 
3 a goods train [ME, fr MD or MLG vracht, vrecht] 

’freight vt to load (esp a ship) with goods for transport 
freighter /'frayta/ n 1 a person or company that (charters and) loads 
a ship 2 a ship or aircraft used chiefly to carry freight 
'freightliner /-.liena/ n, Br a tram designed for carrying containerized 
cargo 


'French /french/ adj of France, its people, or their language [ME, fr OE 
frencisc, fr Franca Frank) - Frenchnan n, FrcnchBess n 
’French n 1 the Romance language of the people of France and of parts 
of Belgium, Switzerland, and Canada language 2 pi in constr the 
people of France 3 language full of swear words and mild profanities - 
infml </ wish we’d never heard of the bugger, pardon my ^ - Alan 
Coren) 

.French 'bean n. chiefly Br (the seed or pod oO a common bean often 
cultivated for its slender edible green pods 
.French 'bread n crusty white bread made in long thin loaves 
.French Ca'nadian n a French-speaking Canadian; /sp one of French 
descent 

.French 'chalk n a soft white granular variety of soapstone used esp for 
drawing lines on cloth and as a dry lubneant 

.French 'cuff n a wide band turned back to make a cuff of double 
thickness 

.French 'curve n a curved piece of flat matenal (e g plastic) used as an 
aid in drawing noncircular curves 

.French 'dressing n a salad dressing of oil, vinegar, and seasonings 
.french 'fry n, chiefly NAm 'chip 6a - usu pi [short for French fried 
(potato)] 

.French 'horn n a circular valved brass instrument with a usual range 
from B below the bass staff upwards for more than 3 octaves 
.French 'kiss n a kiss made with open mouths and usu with 
tongue-to-tongue contact - French-kin vb 
.French 'knickers n pi wide-legged knickers garmeni 
.French 'knot n an embroidery stitch that forms a decorative knot 
.French 'leave n leave taken without permission [fr an 18th-c French 
custom of leaving a reception without taking leave of the host or 
hostess] 

.French 'letter n, Br a condom - infml 

French-polish vt to apply French polish to (wood or furniture) in order 
to obtain a high gloss finish 

.French 'polish n a solution of shellac used as a wood polish 
.French 'seam n a double seam sewn on first the nght, then the wrong 
side of a piece of fabric to enclose the raw edges 
.French 'windows n pi a pair of doors with full length glazing 
frenetic /fra'netik/ adj frenzied, frantic [ME frenetik insane, fr MF 
frenetique, fr L phreneticus, modif of Gk phrenitikos, fr phrenitis inflam- 
mation of the brain, fr phren-, phr^ diaphragm, mind] - frenetically 
adv 

frenulum /'frenyoobm/ rr, pi frenula /-b/ a fraenulum 
frenum /"frccnam/ n, pi frena /-na/ a fraenum 
frenzied /'frenzid/ adj marked by frenzy <t/ie dog’s barking) - 
frenriedly adv 

frenzy /'frenzi/ n 1 a temporary madness 2 (a spell oO wild, compulsive, 
or agitated behaviour [ME frenesie, fr MF, fr ML phrenesia, alter of L 
phrenesis, fr phreneticus] 

Freon /'free,on/ trademark ~ used for any of vanous nonflammable 
gaseous and liquid fluonnated hydrocarbons used as refrigerants and as 
propellants for aerosols 

frequency Areekwansi/ n 1 frequency, frequence the fact or condition 
of occumng frequently 2a the number of times that a penodic function 
repeats the same sequence of values during a unit venation of the 
independent vanable b the number or proportion of individuals in a single 
class when objects are classified according to variations in a set of 
attnbutes statistics 3a the number of complete alternations per 
second of an alternating current b the number of sound waves per second 
produced by a sounding body c the number of complete oscillations per 
second of an electromagnetic wave USE (i) 3^* physics 
frequency distribution n distribution 3b staiistics 
frequency modulation n modulation of the frequency of a wave that 
IS usu a radio earner wave in accordance with the instantaneous value of 
some signal waveform - compare AMPLmtDE modui ation 
frequency response n (a graph representing) the ability of a device 
(eg an audio amplifier) to deal with the vanous frequencies applied 
to it 

'frequent /freekwont/ adj 1 often repeated or occumng 2 habitual, 
persistent [ME, fr MF or L; MF. fr L frequent-, frequens crowded, full] 
- frequently adv 

’frequent /fri'kwent/ vt to be in or visit often or habitually - frequenter 
n, frequentntion /,freekwen'taysh(a)n/ n 

frequentative /frilcwentativ/ adj, of a verb aspect, form, or meaning 
denoting repeated or recurrent action - frequentative n 
fresco /'freskoh/ n. pi freicocs, freecoi (a painting made by) the 
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application of water colours to moist plaster - compare fresco secco [It, 
fr fresco fresh, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG frisc fresh] 

.fresco 'secco /sekoh/ n the art of pamting in water colours on dry 
plaster > compare fresco [It, dry fresco] 

*fresh /fresh/ la not salt water) b free from taint; clean c of wind 
rather strong d of weather cool and windy 2a of food not preserved b 
refreshed <rase - from a good night ’s sleep) c not stale, sour, or decayed 
3s (different or alternative and) new (make a ^ start) b newly or just 
come or amved from schoofy A too forward with a person of the 
opposite sex (slapped his face when he got -- with me) - mfml [ME, fr 
OF /rot, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG frisc fresh; akin to OE fersc fresh] 
- freshly adv, firesliness n 

*frssh adv l just recently; newly (a ^ laid egg) 2 chiefly NAm as of a 
very short time ago (we're out of tomatoes) 
fresh breeze n wind having a speed of 29 to 38km/h (19 to 24mph) 
freshen /freshfajn/ vi \ of wind to increase in strength 2 of water to 
lose saltiness ~ vt to make fresh; also to refresh, revive - often + up 
freshen up vb to make (oneselO fresher or more comfortable, esp by 
washing, changing one's clothes, etc 

fresher Aresha/ n, chiefly Br a student in the first term at college or 
university - infml [by shortening & alter fr freshman] 
freshet Areshit/ n stream 1 [fresh (a stream of fresh water) f -ef] 
fresh gale n wind having a speed of 62 to 74km/h (39 to 46mph) 
freshman /-man/ n a fresher 
.fresh'water /-'wawta/ adj of or Irving in fresh water 
*fret /fret/ v6 -tt- vt 1 to torment with anxiety or worry; vex 28 to eat 
or gnaw into; corrode b to rub, chafe c to make (e g a channel) by weanng 
away 3 to agitate, ripple -» vi 1 to eat into sthg, corrode 2 to chafe 3a 
to become vexed or worried b of running water to become agitated [ME 
freten to devour, fret, fr OE fretan to devour, akin to OHG frerzan to 
devour, ezzan to eat - more at eat] 

*frat n 1 (a spot that has been subject to) weanng away 2 a state of 
(querulous) mental agitation or irritation 
•frst -tt- 1 to decorate with interlaced designs 2 to decorate (e g a 
ceiling) with embossed or carved patterns [ME fretten, fr MF freter to 
bind with a ferrule, fret, fr OF, fr frete ferrule] 

♦frst n an ornamental pattern or dec^ation consisting of small straight 
bars intersecting usu at nght angles architecture 
*fret n any of a senes of ridges fixed across the fingerboard of a stringed 
musical instrument (e g a guitar) [prob fr MF frete ferrule] 
f rstful /-fta)I/ adj 1 tending to fret; in a fret 1 of water having the 
surface agitated - fretfully adv, fretfulness n 
fretsaw Aret^aw/ n a narrow-bladed fine-toothed saw held under 
tension in a frame and used for cutting intneate patterns in thin wood 
fretwork /-.wuhk/ n 1 decoration consisting of frets 2 ornamental 
openwork, esp in thin wood; also ornamental work m relief 
Freudian /'froydi'an, -dyan/ adj of or conforming to the psychoanalytic 
theories or practices of S Freud [Sigmund Freud tl939 Austrian neurol- 
ogist] - Freudiaa n 

Freudian slip n a slip of the tongue that is held to reveal some 
unconscious aspect of the speaker's mind 

friable /'frie-abl/ adj easily crumbled [MF or L; MF, fr L fnabilis, fr 
friare to crumble] - friableness n, friability /-a'bibti/ n 
friar Arie-a/ n a member of a religious order combining monastic life with 
outside religious activity and orig owning neither personal nor community 
property [ME frere, fryer, fr OF frere, lit., brother, fr L fratr-, frater - 
more at brother] 

friary Ane-an/ n (a building housing) a community of friars 
fricandeau Arikandoh/ n, pi fricandeaua, fricandeaux /-dohfz)/ (a 
slice oO larded veal braised or roasted and glazed in its own juices [F, 
fr MF, irreg fr fricasser] 

fricaesee /'frika^ee. ,-'-/ n a dish of small pieces of stewed chicken, 
rabbit, etc served in a white sauce [MF, fr fern of fncasse, pp of fncasser 
to fricassee] - fricassee vt 

frieativa Ankativ/ n a consonant (eg /(, th, sh/) made by forcing air 
through a narrow opening formed by placing the tongue or lip close to 
another part of the mouth, or in languages other than English, esp Arabic, 
also by constricting the pharynx [L fncatus, pp of fricare] - fricative 
adj 

friction Ariksh(3)n/ n la the rubbing of one body against another b 
resistance to relative motion between 2 bodies in contact 2 disagreement 
between 2 people or parties of opposing views [MF or L; MF, fr L 
friction^, frictio, fr frictus, pp of fricare to rub; akin to L friare to crumble, 
Skr brhuganti they injure] - frictional adj, frictioolesa adj 


‘friction .clutch n a clutch m which connection is made through sliding 
fnction 

Friday /'fneday, -di/ n the day of the week following Thursday 
SYMBOL [ME, ft OE frigedeeg] akin to OHG fnatag-, both ft a prehistoric 
WGmc compound whose components are akin to OHG Fna, goddess of 
love, 8l to OE dxg day] - Fridays adv 
fridge /fnj/ n, chiefly Br a refrigerator [by shortening & alter ] 
friend /ftend/ n la a person whose company, interests, and attitudes one 
finds sympathetic and to whom one is not closely related b an acquaint- 
ance 2a sby or sthg not hostile b sby or sthg of the same nation, party, 
or group c sby or sthg that favours or encourages sthg (e g a chanty) (a 
^ of the poor) 3 cap a Quaker [ME frend, ft OE freond, akin to OHG 
fnunt friend, both fr the prp of a prchistonC Gmc verb represented by OE 
freon to love; akin to OE freo free] - friendless adj 
’‘friendly /-li/ adj la having the relationship of fnends (Billy is ^ with 
Dave) b showing interest and gcxxlwill neighbours) cnot hostile <- 
nations) d inclined to be favourable - usu f to 2 cheerful, comforting 
3 engaged in only for pleasure or entertainment and not hotly contested 
(a ^ game of poker) - friendliness n 
‘friendly n, chiefly Br a match played for practice or pleasure and not as 
part of a competition 

'friendly so.ciety n, often cap F&S. Br a mutual insurance ass<x:iation 
providing its subsenbers with benefits during sickness, unemployment, 
and old age 

.friendship /-ship/ n being fnends or being fnendly 
frier /'fneo/ n a fryer 

Friesian /‘ftee/hfajn, -zyan/ n, chiefly Br any of a breed of large 
black-and-white dairy cattle from N Holland and Friesland [var of 
Fnsian] 

’frieze /fteez/ n a heavy coarse fabric made of wtKil and shmldy [ME 
fnse, ft MF. fr MD vnesc] 

‘frieze n 1 the part of an entablature between the architrave and the 
cornice ARCHi I e< TUR t 2 a sculptured or ornamented band (e g on 
a building) [MF, perh fr ML phrygium, fn\ium embroidered cloth, fr L 
phrygmm, fr neut of Phrygius Phrygian, fr Phrygia, ancient country of 
Asia Minor] 

f rig /fng/ v; -(K- 1 to masturbate 2 to have sexual intercourse f/,V£’vulg 
(prob ft E dial fng (to rub), ft ME fnggen] 
frigate /'frigat/ n 1 a square-ngged 3-masted warship next in size below 
a ship of the line 2 a general-purpose naval escort vessel between a 
corvette and a cruiser in size [MF, fr Oil Iregata] 

'frigate .bird n any of several strong-winged rapacious seabirds 
’fright /fnet/ n 1 fear excited by sudden danger or shock 2 sthg 
unsightly, strange, ugly, or shocking (she lcH>ks a > mfml [ME, fr OE 
fyrhto, fryhto, akin to OHG forhta fear] 

‘fright vt to fnghten - chiefly poetic 

frighten Ariet(3)n/ vt 1 to make afraid, scare 2 to force by fnghtening 
<^ed them into confessing) ~ vi to become frightened - frighteningly 
adv 

'frightful /-fta)!/ adj 1 causing intense fear, shock, or horror 2 unpleas- 
ant, difficult (had a ~ morning y - mfml - frightfully adv 
frigid /'fnjid/ adj la intensely cold b lacking warmth or intensity of 
feeling 2 esp of a woman abnormally averse to sexual contact, esp 
intercourse [L fngidus, fr fngere to be cold, akin to L fngus frost, cold. 
Gk rhigos] ~ frigidly adv, frigidness n, frigidity /fn'jidati/ n 
frigid zone n either of 2 regions between the poles of the earth and the 
polar circles 

’frill /fnl/ vf to provide or decorate with a frill 
‘frill n la a gathered or pleated fabric edging used on clothing b a small 
fnnged or fluted roll of paper for decoratin| the bone end of a chop, 
chicken leg, etc 2 a ruff of hair or feathers rdund the neck of an animal 
38 an afTectation, air b sthg decorative but n0t essential USE (3) usu pi 
[perh fr Flem frul] - frilly adj 

’fringe /ftmj/ n 1 an ornamental border (e g on a curtain or garment) 
consisting of straight or twisted threads or tassels 2a sthg resembling a 
fringe, a border b the hair that falls over the forehead c any of the 
altemaling light or dark bands produced by interference or diffraction of 
light 3a sthg marginal, additional, or secondary b sing or pi in constr a 
group with marginal or extremist views c often cap a part of the Briii.sh 
professional theatre featunng small-scale avant-garde productions [ME 
frenge, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL fnmbia, fr L fimbriae (pi)] 

‘fringe vt 1 to provide or decorate with a fringe 2 to serve as a fringe for 
(a cleanng -^d with trees) 

fringe benefit n a benefit (c g a pension) granted by an employer to an 
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employee that involves a money cost without affecting basic wage 
rates 

'frippery /’fripari/ n 1 nonessential ornamentation, esp of a showy or 
tawdry kind 2 affected elegance [MF fnpene, denv of ML faJuppa piece 
of straw] 

’frippery adj tnfling, tawdry 

Frisbee /'fnzbi/ trademark - used for a plastic disc thrown between 
players by a flip of the wnst 

Frisian Areezh(a)n, -zyan/ n 1 a member of a Germanic people inhabit- 
in^ Fncsland and the Fnsian islands 2 the language of the Frisian people 
-3“ LANGUAGE [L Frisii Fnsians) - Frisian adj 
'frisk /frisk/ w to leap, skip, or dance in a lively or playful way ^ vt to 
search (a person) for sthg, esp a hidden weapon, by passing the hands over 
his/her bixly - infml [obs fnsk (lively)] 

’frisk n 1 a gambol, romp 2 an act of frisking 
frisky /'friski/ adj lively, playful - friskiness n 
frisson /’frccsonh (Fr fns5)/ n, pi frissons /’freesonhfz) (Fr -)/ a 
shudder, thnil [F] 

'frit /fnt/ n 1 the wholly or partly fused materials of which glass is made 
2 ground-up glass used as a basis for glaze or enamel [It fntta] 

’frit vt -tt- 1 to prepare (matcnals for glass) by heat, fuse 2 to convert into 
a fnt 

■frit .fly 71 a minute fly whose larva is a pest of cereals [ongin 
unknown] 

fritillary /fn'uhu/^n 1 any of numerous butterflies that are usu orange 
with black spots endangered 2 any of a genus of bulbous plants 
of the Illy family with mottled or chequered flowers [SL Fntillana, genus 
name, fr L fntillus dice-cup, fr the markings on the wings & petals] 
fritter Anta/ n ^ niece of fried batter often containing fruit, meat, etc 
[ME fntour, fr MF fnture, fr (assumed) VL fnetura, fr fnctus, pp of 
fngere to fry - more at ’fry] 

fritter away vt to waste bit by bit <fntters away all her money on 
clothes} [fntter fr fritters, n pi (fragments), alter of fitter: (rags, frag- 
ments), fr ME n teres] 

Fritz /frits/ n, Br la German 2 German soldiers collectively [G, 
nickname for Fnednch (Frederick)] 

frivolous /'fnvdbs/ adj 1 lacking in senousness, irresponsibly 
self-indulgent 2 lacking practicality or serious purpose, unimportant 
[ME, fr L fnvolus] - frivolity /fn'volati/ n, frivolously adv, frivolous- 
ness n 

frizz /fnz/ n (hair in) a mass of small tight curls [fnzz, vb, fr F fnser to 
shnvcl up, curl, prob fr /ns-, stem of fnre to fry] - frizz vb, frizzy adj, 
frizziness n 

'frizzle Anzl/ vb frizzling /'fnzling/ to frizz or curl (the hair) [prob akin 
to OE fns curly, OFns fnsle curl] - frizzle n, frizzly /'frizli/ adj 
’frizzle vt I to fry (c g bacon) until crisp and curled 2 to burn, scorch ^ vi 
to cook with a sizzling noise ['fry f sizzle] 
fro /froh/ prep, dial from [ME, fr ON fra, akin to OE from] 
f rock /frok/ /I 1 a monk's or fnar's habit 2 a woi kman's outer shirt, 
SMOCK ERcx'K 3 a woman’s dress [ME frok, fr MF froc, of Gmc ongin, 
akin to OHG hroch mantle, coat] 

‘frock ,Coat n a usu double-breasted coat with knee-length skirts worn 
by men, esp in the 19th c 

frog /frog/ n 1 any of vanous tailless smixith-skinned web-footed largely 
aquatic leaping amphibians 2 the tnangular homy pad in the middle of 
the sole of a horse’s foot 3a a kxip attached to a belt to hold a weapon 
or tool b a usu ornamental fastening for the front of a garment consisting 
of a button and a loop 4 a device permitting the wheels on one rail of a 
track to cross an intersecting rail 5 a condition in the throat that produces 
hoarseness <Jiad a ^ in her throat} - infml 6 oBen cap a Freru ;■ person 
- chiefly dcrqg^mfml 7 the hollow in either or both faces of a bnek to 
take mortar ruilding [ME frogge, fr OE frogga, akin to OHG 
frosk frog, Skt pravate he jumps up, (6) fr the reputation of the French 
for eating frogs] 

■frog, fish /-.fish/ n angler fish 

'frog,hoppsr /-.hops/ n any of numerous leaping insects whose larvae 
secrete froth 

'frogman /-man/ n a person equipped with face mask, flippers, rubber 
suit, etc and an air supply for swimming underwater for extended 
penods 

'frog, march /-.maheh/ vt 1 to carry (a person) face downwards by the 
arms and legs 2 to force (a person) to move forwards with the arms held 
firmly behind 

'f rog.apawn /-.spawn/ n (a gelatinous mass oO frog's eggs 
'frolic Arolik/ vi -ck- 1 to play and run about happily 2 to make merry 


[D vroolijk merry, fr MD vrolijc, fr vro happy, akin to OHG fro happy, 
OE frogga frog] 

’frolic n 1 (a) playful expression of high spirits, gaiety 2 a lighthearted 
entertainment or game ~ frolicsome /-s(a)m/ adj 
from /fram, strong from/ prep 1 - used to indicate a starting point- e g 
a a place where a physical movement, or an action or condition suggestive 
of movement, begins (came here ~ the city} (^shot - above} (.translated 
^ French} b a starting point in measuring or reckoning or in a statement 
of extent or limits (cost ^ £5 to £10} (lives 5 miles ^ the coast} (^ 
60 to 80 people} c a point in time afler which a penod is reckoned (a 
week ^ today} d a viewpoint (seen - my window} a practical 
standpoint} 2 - used to indicate separation e g a physical separation 
(absent - school} (took the toy away ^ the baby} b removal, refrain- 
ing, exclusion, release, or differentiation (protection ^ the sun} (relief 
pain} (kept the news her} (saved ^ drowning} (refrain ^ smok- 
mg} (don ’/ know one the other} 3 - used to indicate the source, cause, 
agent, or basis (a call ^ my lawyer} (a fnend ^ Oxford} (made 
flour} (worked hard necessity} (suffenng - mumps} (^ what / 
hear, he's quite nch} [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG fram, adv, forth, away, 
OE faran to go - more at fare] 

frond /frond/ n (a shoot or thallus resembling) a leaf, esp of a palm or 
fern [L frond-, frons foliage] - fronded adj 
frondeur /fron’duh (Fr fr5doe:r)/ n a rebel, malcontent [F. slinger, 
participant in a I7th-c revolt in which the rebels were compared to 
schoolboys using slings only when the teacher was not looking] 

'front /frunt/ n 1 (feigned) demeanour or bearing, esp in the face of a 
challenge, danger, etc (put up a brave ^ > 2a the vanguard b often cap 
a zone of conflict between armies c the lateral space occupied by a 
military unit 3a a sphere of activity (progress on the educational > b 
a movement linking divergent elements to achieve certain common 
objectives, esp a political coalition 4a the (mam) face of a building b the 
forward part or surface, eg (1) the part of the human body opposite to 
the back (2) the part of a garment covenng the chest c a frontage d the 
beach promenade at a seaside resort 5 the boundary between 2 dissimilar 
air masses WEATHER 6a a position ahead of a person or of the 
foremost part of a thing b a position of importance, leadership, or 
advantage 7a a person, group, or thing used to mask the identity or true 
character of the actual controlling agent b a person who serves as the 
nominal head or spokesman of an enterprise or group to lend it prestige 
8 the forehead - poetic [ME, fr OF, fr L front-, frons - more at brink] 

- in front of 1 directly ahead of (watching the road in front of him} 2 
in the presence of (don't swear in front of the children} - out front in 
the jpdience 

’front t / 1 to face - often + on or onto (garden mg on a lake} 2 to 
serve as .i front - often for 3 AustrA NZ to appear, turn up 2 - often 

- up -'-vt 1 to be m front of 2 to supply a front to 3 to face towards 
(the house the street} 4 to articulate (a sound) with the tongue farther 
forward 

’front adj 1 of or situated at the front 2 articulated at or towards the front 
of the mouth <— vov^els} - front adv 

frontage /’fruntij/ n la a piece of land that fronts b the land between 
the front of a building and the street 2 (the width oO the front face of 
a building 

'frontal /‘fruntl/ n a facade [‘frontal] 

’frontal adj 1 of or adjacent to the forehead bone} 2a of. situated at, 
or showing the front (full ^ nudity} b direct (-^ assault} 3 of a 
.nctevirological front [NL fixmtalis, fr L front-, frons] - frontally adv 
frontal lobe n the front lobe of either cerebral hemisphere 
front bench n <Mther of 2 rows of benches m Parliament on which party 
leaders sit 

frontier /frun'tia/ n 1 a border between 2 countnes 2 the boundary 
between the known and the unknown - often pi with sing meaning (the 
^s of medicine} 3 NAm a region that forms the margin of settled or 
developed terntory [ME fronter, fr MF fronttere, fr fixmt] - frtmtier 
adj 

fron'tiersman /-man/ n a man living on the frontier 
frontispiece /'fruntis,pees/ n an illustration preceding and usu facing 
the title page of a book or magazine [alter, of earlier fronttspKc, fr MF, 
fr LL frontispicium, lit., view of the front, fr L front-, frons ¥ -i- f specere 
to look at - more at spy] 

front line n 1 a military front 2 the most advanced, responsible, or 
significant position in a field of activity - front-line 
'front ,man n a person serving as a front or figurehead 
fronto- comb form frontal and (froMolatcraf} (ISV, fr L front-, 
frons] 
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.front of 'house n the parts of a theatre accessible to the public (e g the 
auditorium and foyer) - front-of-bouse adj 

frontogenesis /.fruntoh'jenasis/ n the coming together to form a 
distinct front of 2 dissimilar air masses, usu with the formation of cloud 
and precipitation [NL] 

.front-page adj very newsworthy 
.front 'room n a lounge, i iving rchim 

'front-, runner n 1 a contestant who runs best when in the lead 2 a 
leading contestant in a competition 

'frost /frost/ n la (the temperature that causes) freezing b a covering of 
minute ice crystals on a cold surface 2a coldness of attitude or manner 
b a failure - chiefly intml[ME. fr OE, akin to OHG frost, OE freosan 
to freeze] 

»fro8t vt la to cover (as if) with frost b to produce a fine-grained slightly 
roughened surface on (metal, glass, etc) c to cover (e g a cake or grapes) 
with sugar; also, chiefly NAm to ice (a cake) 2 to injure or kill (e g plants) 
by frost vi to freeze - often + over 
'frostbite /-.biet/ n (gangrene or other local effect of a partial) freezing 
of some part of the body 

'frostbitten /-,bit(3)n/ adj afflicted with frostbite 
frosting /frosting/ n 1 a dull or roughened finish on metal or glass 2a 
Br thick fluffy cooked icmg b chiefly NAm icing 
'frostwork /-.wuhk/ n delicate figures that moisture sometimes forms 
in freezing (e g on a window) 

frosty Arosli/ adj 1 marked by or producing frost 2 (appearing as lO 
covered with frost 3 marked by coolness or extreme reserve in manner 

- frostily adv, frostiness n 

'froth /froth/ n la a mass of bubbles formed on or in a liquid b a foamy 
saliva sometimes accompanying disease or exhaustion 2 sthg insubstan- 
tial or of little value (ME, fr ON frotha, akin to OE 2 freothan to froth, 
Gk prethein to blow up] 

*f roth vt to cause to foam - often ■» up '^vi to produce or emit troth 
often f up 

frothy /'frothi/ adj gaily fnvolous or light ('i-Rom '-yJ - frothily adv. 
frotbiaess n 

frottags /'frotahzh/ n the technique or process of creating an image of 
an object by rubbing (e g with a pencil) on a sheet of paper placed over 
It (F, fr frotter to rub] 

froufrou /'frcx)h,frooh/ u 1 a rustling sound, esp of a woman's dress 2 
fnlly ornamentation, esp in women's clothing [F. of imit origin] 
froward /froh-ad/ adj, archaic habitually disobedient or contrary [ME: 
turned away, froward, fr fro from + -ward] - frowardly adv, froward- 
ness n 

'frown /frown/ vi 1 to contract the brow in a frown 2 to give evidence 
of displeasure or disapproval - often f on or upon ~ vt to express by 
frowning (ME frounen, fr MF frotgner to snort, frown, of Celt origin, 
akin to W ffroen nostril] - frowner n. frowningly adv 
^frown /? 1 a wnnkling of the brow in displeasure, concentration, or 
puzzlement 2 an expression of displeasure 
frowst /frowst/ vt, chiefly Br to remain indoors m a hot airless room 
[back-formation fr frowsty] 

frowsty /frowsti/ adj, chiefly Br stuffy la [alter of frowsy] 
frowsy, frowzy /frowzi/ adj 1 having a slovenly or uncared-for appear- 
ance 2 musty, stale [ongin unknown] 
froze /frohz/ past of frkfze 

frozen /frohz(3)n/ adj la treated, affected, solidified, or crusted over by 
freezing b subject to long and severe cold <rhe north) 2a drained or 
incapable of emotion b incapable of being changed, moved, or iiidone c 
not available for present use capital) ~ frozenly adv, frozenness n 
fructification /,fruktirrkaysh(3)n/ n 1 forming or producing fruit 2 
FRuir Id 

fructify /fruktifie/ vi to bear fruit - fml ^vt to make fruitful or 
productive (^social philosophy fructified the political thinking of liberals 

- TLS) - fml (ME fructifien, fr MF fructifier, fr L fnictificare, fr fructus 
fruit] 

fructose Aruktohz, -tohs/ n a (very sweet) sugar that occurs esp in fruit 
juices and honey 

frugal /'froohg(9)l/ adj economical in the expenditure of resources, 
spanng [MF or L; MF, fr L frugalis virtuous, frugal, alter, of frugi, fr dat 
of frug-, fruJt fruit, value; akin to L fnii to enjoy] - frugally adv, frugality 
/frooh'gabti/ n 

frugivorous /frooh'jivoras/ adj feeding on fruit [L frug~, fnix + E 
•vorous] - ftiigivore /'froohji.vaw/ n 

'fruit /frooht/ n la a product of plant growth (e g grain or vegetables) 
{the of the field) b(l) the (edible) reproductive body of a flowenng 


plant; esp one having a sweet pulp associated with the seed (2) a succulent 
edible plant part used chiefly in a dessert or sweet dish c a dish, quantity, 
or diet of fruits (please pass the ^) d the ripened fertilized ovary of a 
flowenng plant together with its contents 2 offspnng, progeny 3a the 
state of beanng fruit (a tree in '-) b a (favourable) product or result - 
often pi with sing meaning A Br a fellow - in old fniil\ infml [ME, fr 
OF, fr L fructus fruit, use. fr fructus, pp of frui to enjoy, have the use of 
more at 'brcxik] - fruited adj 
^fruit vh to (cause to) bear fruit 

fruitarian /frooh'lean-an/ n one whose diet consists of fruit ['fruit ^ 
-anan (as in vegetanan)] 

'fruit ,bat n any of vanous large Old World fruit-cating bats of warm 
regions 

fruiter /'froohta/ n a plant (e g a tree) producing fruit (that apple is a 
poor 

fruiterer /froohtara/ n one who deals in fruit (ME, mixlif of MF 
fruitier, fr fruit] 

■fruit ,fly n any of various small flics whose larvae feed on fruit or 
decaying vegetable matter 

fruitful /‘frooht f(a)l/ adj 1 (conducive to) yielding or producing (abun- 
dant) fruit 2 abundantly productive - fruitfully adv, fruitfulness n 
fruiting body n a plant organ specialized for producing spores 
fruition /frooh'ish(3)n/ n 1 bearing fruit 2 realization, fulfilment (ME 
fruicioun, fr MF or LL, MF fruition, fr LL fruition-, friiitio, fr L fruitus, 
alter of fructus, pp] 

fruitless /'froohtlis/ adj 1 lacking or not beanng fruit 2 useless, 
unsuccessful - fruitlessly adv, fruitlessness n 
'fruit ma, chine n. Br a coin-operated gambling machine that pays out 
according to different combinations of symbtils (eg different types of 
fruit) visible on wheels 

fruity /'froohti/ adj 1 having the flavour of the unfermented fruit 
wme) 2 of a voice marked by nchriess and depth 3 amusing in a sexually 
suggestive way <a - story) infml ('fruit * '-v] - fruitily adv, 
fruitiness n 

frumenty /'froohmanti/ n wheat boiled in milk and usu flavoured with 
sugar and spices [ME, fr MF frumentee, fr frument gram, fr 1. frumen- 
tum, fr frui] 

frump /frump/ n 1 a dowdy unattractive glfl or woman 2 a staid drab 
old-fashioned person l/SE chiefly infml (prob fr frumple (to wnnkle), fr 
ME fromplen, fr MD vcrromjielen] - frumpish adj, frumpy adj 
frusemide /'froohzamicd/ n a powerful synthetic diuretic used in the 
treatment of oedema and high blood pressure (alter of fursemide, fr 
/iiifural (a liquid aldehyde made of plant materials, fr L furfur bran) f 
sulphur V -emide, prob alter of amide] 

frustrate /fru'strayt/ vt la to balk or defeat in an endeavour, foil b to 
induce feelings of discouragement and vexation in 2 to make ineffectual, 
nullify [ME frustraten, fr L frustratus, pp of frustrare to deceive, 
frustrate, fr frustra in error, in vain, akin to L fraus fraud - more at 
fraud] - frustrating adj, fnistratingly adv 
fru'strated adj filled with a sense of frustration 
frustration /fru’straysh(3)n/ n la frustrating or being frustrated b a 
deep sense of insecurity, tension, and dis.satisfaclion arising from 
unresolved problems or unfulfilled needs 2 sthg that frustrates 
frustule /'frustyoohl/ n the hard silica-contaming shell of a diatom [F, 
fr L frustulum, dim of frustum] 

frustum /frustam/ n, pi frustums, frusta /-ta/ the part of a cone or 
pyramid left after cutting off the top at a pisne parallel to the base; also 
the part of a solid intersected between 2 uss parallel planes [NL. fr L. 
piece, bit] 

frutsscent /frooh'les(3)nt/ adj resembling, a shrub [L frutex shrub + 
E -escenr] 

'fry /frie/ vb to cook in hot fat [ME fnen, ff OF fnre, fr L fngere-, akin 
to Gk phrygein to roast, fry, Skt bhrjiati ht roasts] 

*fry n t a dish of fried food 2 NAm a social gathenng (e g a picnic) at 
which food 1 $ fried and eaten 

*fry If. pi try la recently hatched or very sniall (adult) fishes life 
cYci £ b the young of other animals, esp when occurnng in large numbers 
2 a member of a group or class, esp a person (books for small ~ > [ME. 
prob fr ONF fn, fr OF fner, froyer to rub, spawn - more at *fray] 
fryer /frie-a/ n sthg intended for or used in frying; esp a deep vessel for 
frying foods 

'frying .pen n a shallow metal pan with a handle that is used for frying 
foods - out of the frying pan into the Are clear of one difficulty only to 
fall into a greater one 
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'fry*.up n, Br (a dish prepared by) the frying of food for a simple 
impromptu meal - chiefly infml 

fuchsia /'fyoohshs/ n any of a genus of decorative shrubs with showy 
nodding flowers usu in deep pinks, reds, and purples [NL, genus name, 
fr Leonhard Fuchs tl566 G botanist] 
fuchsine /Toohk.seen/, fuchsin /'Sm/ n a bnlliant bluish red dye [F 
fuchme, prob fr NL Fuchsia-, fr its colour] 

'fuck /fuk/ VI I to have sexual intercourse 2 to mess about or around vt 
to have sexual intercourse with USE (vi, vt) vulg [perh of Scand origin, 
akin to Norw dial. fuAAa to copulate. Sw dial. focAa to copulate, strike, 
push, focA penis; perh akin to L pugnus fist, pungere to pnek, sting, Gk 
pygme fist] 

‘fuck/i 1 an act of sexual intercourse 2 the slightest amount (didn’t care 
a -> USE vulg, 

’fuck inter] - used to express annoyance, vulg 
,fuck-'all n nothing at all - vulg 
fucker /'fuka/ n a fool - vulg ['fuck + ^-fr] 
fuck off VI 1 to go away 2 NAm to fuck about USE vulg 
f UCU8 /fyoohkas/ n any of a genus of brown algae that are seaweeds used 
in the kelp industry [L, orchil, rouge, fr Gk phyAos seaweed, orchil, 
rouge, of ^m ongin, akin to Heb puAh antimony used as a cosmetic] - 
fucoid /'fyooh.koyd/ adj 

fuddle /'fudi/ vt 1 to make drunk 2 to make confused [ongin 
unknown] 

fuddy-duddy /'fudi ,dudi/ n a person who is old-fashioned, pompous, 
unimaginative, or concerned about trifles - infml [perh alter of fussy « 
dud] ■ fuddy-duddy adj 

'fudge /fuj/ vi to avoid commitment, hedge - usu on ^vt la to devise 
or put togtfiK »■ '■oughly or without adequate basis (she could always ^ 
up an excuse} b to falsify ('^dthe figures;/ 2 to fail to come to grips with, 
dodge [prob alter of earlier fadge (to fit. adjust)] 

’fudge n 1 a soft (creamy) sweet made typically of sugar, milk, butter, and 
flavouring 2 foolish nonsense ~ infml, sometimes used interjectionally 
fuehrer /'fyooara (Oer fyra/ n a fuhrer 

'fuel /'fyoijhal^ n la a matenal used to produce heat or power by 
combustion — / lneruy b nutritive material c a matenal from which 
atomic energy can be liberated, esp in a reactor 2 a source of sustenance, 
strength, or encouragement (ME fewel, fr OF fouaille, fr feu fire, fr LL 
fiKus, fr L, hearth] 

’fuel vb -II- (MAni -I-, -II-) vt 1 to provide with fuel 2 to support, stimulate 
(inflation ^ led by massive wage awards} — vi to take in fuel - often 
-f up 

'fuel .cell n a cell that continuously changes chemical energy to electneal 
energy 

fug /fug/ n the stuffy atmosphere of a poorly ventilated space - chiefly 
infml [prob alter of ^fog] - fuggy adj 

fugacious /fyooh'gayshas/ adj lasting a shon time - fml [L fugac-, 
fugax, fr fugere] ~ fugacity /fyooh'gasati/ n 
fugal /'fyoohgl/ adj in the style of a musical fugue - fugally adv 
-fuge /-.fyoohj/ comb form ("• n) sthg that drives away (m- 
sectifuge} (febrifuge} [F, fr LL -fuga, fr L fugare to put to flight, fr fuga 
flight] 

'fugitive /'fyoohjativ/ adj 1 running away or trying to escape 2a elusive 
b likely to change, fade, or disappear 3 fleeting, ephemeral [ME, fr MF 
&^L; MF fugitif, fr L fugitivus, fr fugitus, pp of fugere to flee, akin to Gk 
pheugein to flee, & prob to OHG biogan to bend - more at 'bow] - 
fuglHvely adv, fugidveneas n 

’fugitive n a person who flees or tncs to escape, esp from danger, justice, 
or oppression 

fugleman /fyoobglman/ n a leader (of a group) [modif of G flugel- 
mann, fr flugel wing f mann man] 

fugue /fyoohg/ /i 1 a musical composition in which 1 or 2 themes are 
repealed or imitated by successively entenng voices and are developed in 
a continuous interweaving of the voice parts 2 a disturbed state in which 
a person performs acts of which on recovery he/she has no recollection 
and which usu involves disappearance from his/her usual environment 
[prob fr It fuga flight, fugue, fr L, flight, fr fugere] - fuguist n 
fUhrar, ftiehrer /'fyooara {Oer fyn)/ n 1 ieader 2c(3) 2 a leader 
exercising tyrannical authority [G fuhrer leader, guide, fr MHG vuerer 
bearer, fr viieren to lead. bear, fr OHG fuoren to lead; akin to OE faran 
to go > more at fare] 

'-ful /-f(a)l/ suffix 1 (n - adj) full of <evenrf‘ul> <co/ou/ful) 2 (n - adj) 
charactenzed by (peaceful) (boastful} 3 (n - adj) having the qualities 
of (masterful} 4 {vb adj) tending to or able to (moumful) [ME, fr 
OE, fr full, adj] 


’-ful suffix (n - n) number or amount that (a specified thing) holds or can 
hold (roomful) (handful} 

fulcrum /Tulkrdm, 'fool-/ n, pi fulcmms, fkilcra Akra/ the support about 
which a lever turns [LL, fr L, bedpost, fr fulcire to prop - more at 
baik] 

fulfil. NAm chiefly fulfill /fool'fil/ vt -11- la to cause to happen as 
appointed or predicted - usu pass b to put into effect, carry out 1 c 
to measure up to, satisfy 2 to develop the full potential of [ME fulfillen, 
fr OE fullfyllan, fr full ^ fyllan to fill] - fulfUlcr n, fnlfilmeat n 
fulgent /'fulj(a)nt/ adj dazzlingly bnght - fml [ME. fr L fulgent-, 
fulgens, prp of fulgere to shine; akin to L flagrare 2o bum - more at 
black] - fulgently adv 

fulgurite Afulgyoonet/ n a glasslike crust produced by the fusion of sand 
or rock by lightning [ISV, fr L fulgur lightning, fr fulgere] 
fuliginous /fyooh'lijinas/ adj 1 sooty, murky 2 dark, dusky USE fml 
[LL fuligtnosus, fr L fuligin-. fuligo soot, akin to L fumus smoke - more 
at fumf] - fullginously adv 

'full /fool/ adj 1 possessing or containing a great amount or as much or 
as many as is possible or normal 2a complete, esp in detail, number, or 
duration b lacking restraint, check, or qualification (<- support} c 
having all distinguishing characteristics, enjoying all authonz^ rights 
and privileges 3a at the highest or greatest degree; maximum b at the 
height of development (-^ bloom} 4 rounded in outline; also well filled 
out or plump 5a having an abundance of matenal (e g in the form of 
gathers or folds) (a sAirt} b nch m expenence (a ^ life} 6 satisfied, 
esp with food or drink, often to the point of discomfort - usu up 1 
having both parents in common (^ sisters} 8a with the attention 
completely occupied by or centred on sthg (always of his own 
importance} b filled with excited anticipation or pleasure (^ of her plans 
for a holiday in Fiji} 9 possessing a nch or pronounced quality 10 - used 
as an intensive (won bya^^A shots} [ME, fr OE. akin to OHG fo! full. 
L plenus full, plere to fill, Gk plera full, plethein to be full] - fbllneas also 
fulness n - full of oneself bumptiously self-centred or conceited 
’full adv exactly, squarely 

’full n 1 the highest or (dullest state, extent, or degree 2 the requisite or 
complete amount - chiefly in in full 
Mull VI , of the moon to become full ^ vt to make full in sewing 
’full vt to cleanse and finish (woollen cloth) by moistening, heating, and 
pressing [ME fullen, fr MF fouler, fr (assumed) VL fullare, fr L fullo one 
who fulls cloth] - fuller n 

fulls /'foob/ n, NZ a man, fellow [prob alter of fellow] 

'fullback /-.bak/ n a pnmanly defensive player in soccer, rugby, etc. usu 
stationed nearest the defended goal spurt 
'full .blood n (an individual having) descent from parents both of the 
same pure breed 

,f ull-'blooded adj I of unmixed ancestry, purebred 2a forceful, vigorous 
b vinic 3 being the specified thing to a great extent (a ^ socialist} - 
full-bloodedness n 

.full-'blown adj 1 at the height of bloom 2 fully developed or 
mature 

.full-'bodied adj marked by nchness and fullness, esp of flavour (a ^ 
wine} 

.full 'circle adv through a senes of developments that lead back to the 
original source, position, or situation 

,full-'dres8 adj 1 complete, full-scale 2 of or being full dress (-<- 
uniform} 

full dress n the style of dress presenbed for ceremonial or formal social 
occasions 

fuller Afoob/ n a blacksmith's hammer for grooving and spreading iron 
[fuller (to form a groove in), perh fr the name Fuller] 

.fuller's 'earth Afoobz/ n a clayey substance used in fulling cloth and 
as a catalyst 

.full-'fledged adj, chiefly NAm fully-fledged 
.full 'house n a poker hand containing 3 of a kind and a pair 
,full-'length adj 1 showing or adapted to the entire length, esp of the 
human figure 2 having a normal or standard length; unabridgol 
.full 'marks n pi. Br due credit or commendation 
.full 'moon n the moon when its whole apparent disc is illuminated 

SYMBOL 

.full'mouthed /-'mowdhd/ adj having a full complement of teeth 
.full 'nelson Anel$(a)n/ n a wrestling hold in which both arms are thrust 
under the corresponding arms of an opponent and the hands clasped 
behind the opponent’s head - compare half nflson 
,full-'scale adj 1 identical to an onginal in proportion and size 2 
involving full use of available resources (a ~ biography} 
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.full 'stop n a punctuation mark . used to mark the end (e g of a sentence 
or abbreviation) - often used to express completion <Jhey were just brave, 
clean, British success stories Full stop. - Punchy 
, full-term adj bom after a pregnancy of normal length - compare 

PREMATURE 

.full tilt adv at high speed [^tilt] 

.full-time adj employed for or involving full time employeesy - full 
tiiM adv 

.full time n 1 the amount of time considered the normal or standard 
amount for working during a given period, esp a week 2 the end of a 
sports, esp soccer, match 

.full toes n a throw, esp a bowled ball in cnckct, that has not hit the 
ground by the time it arnves at the point at which it was aimed 
fully /'fooli/ adv 1 completely 2 at least 1 nine tenths of usy 
.fully-fashioned adj employing or produced by a knitting process for 
shaping to body lines tightsy 

.fully-fledged, NAm .fhll-'fledged adj having attained complete 
status 

fulmar /'foolma/ n a seabird of colder regions closely related to the 
petrels [of Scand origin; akin to ON fulmar fulmar, fr full foul « mar 
gull] 

fulminant /Toolminant. 'ful-/ adj fulminating 2 
^'f ulminate /-nayt/ vt to utter or thunder out with denunciation ^ vi 1 
to thunder forth censure or invective - usu ^ against or at 2 to be agitated 
or enraged (by feelmgs of indignation) </ie ^d m silencey [ME ful- 
nunaten, fr ML fulminatus, pp of fulmmare, fr L, to flash with lightning, 
stnke with lightning, fr fulmin-, fulmen lightning, akin to L Hagrare to 
bum - more at black] - ftilminator n, fulmination /-‘naysh(3)n/ n 
Culminate n an (explosive) salt (e g of mercury) contaimng the radical 
CNO [ISV fuImin- (fr L fulmim, fulmen) + -ate] 
fulminating /'foolmmayting, 'ful-/ adj 1 exploding with a vivid flash 
2 coming on suddenly with great seventy mfectiony 
fulsoma /foolsfalm/ adj 1 overabundant, copious (^described in ^ 
detaih 2s unnecessarily effusive b obsequious [ME fulsom copious, 
cloying, fr full -som -some) - ftilsomcly adv, fulsomeneas n 
fulvous Aulvas/ adj dull brownish yellow (L fulvus, perh akin to L 
flavus yellow - more at 'blue] 

fu.maric 'acid /fyooh'mank/ n an acid that has 2 carboxyl groups in 
Its molecular structure, is found in vanous plants, and is used esp in 
making resins [ISV, fr NL Fumana, genus of herbs, fr LL, fumitory, fr ' 
L fumus] 

fumarola Ayooma,rohl/ n a hole in a volcanic region from which hot 
vapours issue [It fumarola, modif of LL fumanolum, fr L fumanum 
smoke chamber for aging wine, fr fumus fume] - fumarollc 
/.fyoohma'rolik/ adj 

f umbla AumbI/ vb fumbling /'fumbling/ vi la to grope for or handle 
sthg clumsily or awkwardly b to make awkward attempts to do or find 
sthg 2 to feel one's way or move awkwardly '^vt 1 to feel or handle 
clumsily 2 to deal with awkwardly or clumsily [prob of Scand ongin, 
akin to Sw fumla to fumble] - fumble n, fumbler n, fumblingly adv 
'fums /fyoohm/ n 1 an (irritating or offensive) smoke, vapour, or gas - 
often pi with smg. meaning 2 a state of unreasonable excit^ imtation or 
anger </n a ^ of tmpatiencey [ME, fr MF fum, fr L fumus; akin to OHG 
toumen to be fragrant. Gk thymos mind, spurt] - fumy adj 
*fume vt to expose to or treat with fumes ^ vi la to emit fumes b to be 
in a state of excited imtation or anger (^she fretted and ^ d over the delayy 
2 to nse (as iO m fumes 

fumigate /Yyoohmigayt/ vt to apply smoke, vapour, or gas to. esp m 
order to disinfect or destroy pests [L fumigatus, pp of fumtgare, U fumus 
smoke + -igare (akin to L agere to drive) - more at agent] - fumigator 
n, fumigant n, fumigation /•'gaysh(a)n/ n 

fumitory /'fyoohmit(a)ri/ n any of several erect or climbing plants with 
purple or white flowers [ME fumeterre, fr MF, fr ML fumus terrae, lit., 
smoke of the earth, fr L fumus + terrae, gen of terra earth ~ more at 
terrace] 

*fun /ftin/ n 1 (a cause oO amusement or enjoyment 2 derisive jest; 
ridicule (made him a figure of •^y 2 violent or excited activity or 
argument (let a snake loose in the classroom: then the ^ begany [E dial. 
fan (to hoax), perh alter, of ME fonnen, fr fonne dupe] 

^un adj, chiefly NAm providing entertainment, amusement, or enjoyment 
(a person to be withy - infml 

funambulism /fyooh'nafflbyoo,Iiz(a)m/ n tightrope walking - fml [L 
fiinambulus ropewalker, fr funis rope f ambulate to walk] - ftuumbu- 
Hit n 


.fun and 'games n pi but smg or pi in constr high-spirited or overexcited 
activity 

'function /'fungksh(3)n/ n 1 an occupational duty 2 the action charac- 
teristic of a person or thing or for which a thing exists (examining the 
of poetry in modem societyy 3 any of a group of related actions 
contnbuting to a larger action 4 an impressive, elaborate, or formal 
ceremony or social gathenng 5a a mathematical relationship between 
each clement of one set and at least one clement of the same or another 
set b a quality, trait, or fact dependent on and varying with another c 
a facility on a computer or similar device corresponding to a mathematical 
function or operation [L function-, functio performance, fr functus, pp 
of fungi to perform, prob akin to Skt bhunkte he enjoys] - fiinctionless 
adj 

^function vi 1 to have a function; serve (an attnbutive noun as an 
adjectivey 2 to operate (a government -^s through numerous div- 
isionsy 

functional Aungksh(3)nl/ adj la of. connected with, or being a func- 
tion b affecting physiological or psychological functions but not organic 
structure heart diseasey - compare organic lb 2 designed or 
developed for practical use without ornamentation 3 (capable oO per- 
forming a function - functionally adv 
functional group n a charactenstic reactive unit of a chemical com- 
pound 

‘functional, ism /-,iz(3)m/ n 1 a theory that stresses the interdepen- 
dence of the institutions of a society 2 a theory or practice that empha- 
sizes practical utility or functional relations to the exclusion of ornamen- 
tation - ftincrionalist n, functionalist, functionalistic /-'istik/ adj 
functionary /'fungksh(d)n9n/ n 1 sby who serves in a certain function 
2 sby holding office 

'function .word n a word (eg a preposition or conjunction) chiefly 
expressing grammatical relationship 
functor Aungkta/ n funciion word [^fun(''iion ♦ '-or] 

'fund /fund/ n 1 an available quantity of material or intangible resources 
(-^ of knowledgey 2 (an organization administering) a resource, esp a 
sum of money, whose pnncipal or interest is set apart for a specific 
objective 3 pi an available supply of money [L fundus bottom, piece of 
‘ landed property - more at ik)Ttom) 

^fund vt 1 to make provision of resources for discharging the interest or 
pnncipal of 2 to provide funds for (research ^cd by the govern- 
menty 

fundament Aund^mmt/ n 1 the buttocks 2 the anus [MF, fr OF 
fondement, fr L fundamentum, fr fundare to found, fr fundus] 
'fundamental /.funda'mentl/ adj 1 serving as a basis to support exist- 
ence or to determine essential structure or function - often ♦ /o 2 of 
es.sential structure, function, or facts <~ changey 3 of, being, or produced 
by the lowest component of a complex vibration 4 of central importance, 
pnncipal <— purposey 5 belonging to one’s innate or ingrained charac- 
tcnstics - fundamentally adv 

’fundamental n 1 a minimum constituent without which a thing or 
system would not be what it is 2 the pnme tone of a harmonic senes 3 
the harmonic component of a complex wave that has the lowest fre- 
quency 

,f unda'mentalism /-iz(3)m/ n (adherence to) a belief in the literal truth 
of the Bible - fundamentalist n or adj 
fundamental particle n n lmentary partici f 
fundus Aundds/ n, pi ftindi /-di, -die/ the bottom, or part opposite the 
opening, of the stomach, uterus, or other hollow organ [NL, fr L. bottom] 
- fnndic adj 

funeral /'fyoohnfajral/ n 1 (a procession connected with) a formal and 
ceremonial disposing of dead body, esp by burigl or cremation; also, NAm 
a funeral service 2 a matter, esp a difficulty, that is of concern only to 
the specified person (if you get lost, thatls your - infml [ME 
funerelles (pi), fr MF funeratUes (pi), fr LL faneralia, ncut pi of funeralis 
(adj), from L funer-, funus (n)] 
funeral di.rector n an undertaker 
funeral .parlour n an undertaker’s establiihment 
funerary /’fyoohnaran/ adj of, used for. or B.ssociated with bunal (a 
pharaoh's chambery [L funeranus, fr funer-, funus] 
funereal /fyooh'niari-al/ adj 1 of a funeral 2 gloomy, solemn [L 
funereus, fr funer-, funus] - ftmereally adv 

'fun .fair n, chiefly Br a usu outdoor show offering amusements (e g 
sideshows, ndcs, or games of skill) 

fungi- comb form ftingus <fungi/bfni> <fungiicide> [L fungus] 
'fungible Aunjabl/ n sthg fungible > usu pi 
’fungible adj such that 1 specimen may be used in place of another in the 
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satisfaction of an obligation [NL fungibilis, fr L fungi to perform ~ more 
at function] - fbngibility /-'bibti/ n 

fungicide /'funjisied/ n a substance used for destroying or preventing 
fungus [ISV] - fungicidal /-'siedi/ adj, fungicidally adv 
fungoid /'fung-goyd/ adj resembling, charactenstic of, or being a fungus 

- fungoid n 

fungous /Tung gas/ adj of, like, or caused by a fungus or fungi 
fungus /'fung-gas/ n, pi fiingi /-gie, -gi/ also fbngnses any of a major 
group of often parasitic organisms lacking chlorophyll and including 
moulds, rusts, mildews, smuts, mushrooms, and toadstools pi ani 
[L] ~ fungal adj 

'funicular /fyooh'nikyoola/ adj I dependent on the tension of a cord or 
cable 2 (of the form) of or associated with a cord [L funiculus small rope, 
dim of funis rope) 

^funicular n a cable railway in which an ascending carnage counterbal- 
ances a descending carnage 

'funk /fungk/ n la a state of paralysing fear b a fit of inability to face 
difficulty 2 a coward USE infml [prob fr obs Flem fonck, (2) ^funk] 
‘funk vt 1 to be afraid of 2 to avoid doing or facing (sthg) because of lack 
of determination USE infml 
‘funk n funky music - slang [back-formation fr funky] 
funky /'fungki/ adj I having an offensive smell - chiefly infml 2 having 
an earthy unsophisticated style and feeling (as in the blues) 3 having an 
carthily sexual quality 4 - used to approve sthg or sby. esp in pop culture 
USE {2, 3, & 4) slang [funk (offensive smell), pcrh fr F dial funquer to 
emit smoke] - funkiness n 

'funnel /'funi/ n 1 a utensil usu having the shape of a hollow cone with 
a tube extending from the smaller end, designed to direct liquids or 
powders int' a sn.a!! o|iening 2 a shaft, stack, or flue for ventilation or 
the escape of smoke or steam [ME fond, fr OProv fonilh, fr ML 
fundihulum, short for L infundibulum, fr tnfundere to pour in, fr /n- 
fundere to pour - more at ‘found] 

‘funnel vb -11- {NAm -I-, -ll-) pres part AunLing/ vi 1 to have or take 
the shape of a funnel 2 to pass (as if) through a funnel <//ie crowd ^ led 
out of the football grounds ^ vr 1 to form in the shape of a funnel led 
his hands and shouted through themiy 2 to move to a focal point or into 
a central channel ^contributions were ^ led into I account} 
funnily enough /Tunl i/ adv as is cunous or unexpected 
'funny Auni/ adj 1 causing mirth and laughter, seeking or intended to 
amuse 2 peculiar, strange, or odd 3 involving tnckery, deception, or 
dishonesty (told the pnsoner not to try anything — business} 4 
unwilling to be helpful, difficult (at first he was a bit ^ about it but in 
the end he agreed} 5a slightly unwell b slightly mad (^ in the head} 
6 pleasantly amusing, nice - esp in funny old (look at that - old dog} 
USE (3, 4, 5, & 6) infml ['fun + '-y] - funnily /'funl i/ adv, funniness n, 
funny adv 

‘funny n a comic slnp or comic section m a penodical - usu pi 
'funny .bone n the place at the back of the elbow where the nerve 
supplying the hand and forearm rests against the bone [fr the tingling felt 
when it is struck] 

'funny .farm n, chiefly NAm a mental hospital - chiefly humor 
'fur /fuh/ vb -IT- to (cause to) become coated or clogged (as lO with fur 

- often + up [ME fuiren, fr MF fourrer, fr OF forrer, fr fuerre sheath, 
of Gmc ongin; akin to OHO fuotar sheath, akin to Gk poy herd, Skt pati 
he protects] 

‘fur n 1 a piece of the dressed pelt of an animal used to make, trim, or line 
garments 2 an article of clothing made of or with fur 3 the hairy coat 
of a mammal, esp when fine, soft, and thick, also such a coat with the skin 
4 a coating resembling fur: e g ■ a coating of dead cells on the iingue of 
sby who IS unwell b the thick pile of a fabnc (e g chenille) c a coating 
formed in vessels (e g kettles or pipes) by deposition of scale from hard 
water 5 any of the heraldic representations of animal pells or their colours 
that have a stylired pattern of tufts or patches - fiiriess adj, furred 
adj 

furbelow Auhbi,loh/ n 1 a pleated or gathered piece of matenal, specif 
a flounce on women >5 clothing 2 sthg that suggests a furbelow, esp in 
being showy or superfluous - often in fnlls and furbelows [by folk 
etymology fr F dial, farbella] - fkrbclow vt 

furbish Auhbish/ vt 1 to polish 2 to renovate - often + up [ME 
furbisshen, fr MF fourbtss’, stem of fourbir, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG 
furben to polish] - fkirbisber n 

f urcula /'fuhkyoob/ n, pi ftirculae /-li, -lie/ a wishbone or other forked 
part [NL, fr L, forked prop. dim. of furca fork] - ftircular adj 
furious /'fyooari-as/ adj la exhibiting or goaded by uncontrollable anger 
b giving a stormy or turbulent appearance <*' bursts of flame from the 


fire} c marked by (violent) noise, excitement, or activity 2 intense la 
[ME, fr MF funeus, fr L furiosus, fr funa fury] - hiriously adv 
furl /fuhl/ vt to fold or roll (e g a sail or umbrella) close to or round sthg 
VI to curl or fold as in being furled [MF ferler, fr ONF ferlier to lie 
tightly, fr OF fer, ferm tight (fr L firmus firm) + her to tic, fr L ligare 
- more at iiOAiuRt] - furl n 

furlong /'fuhlong/ n a unit of length equal to 220yd (about 0.201km) 
UNIT [ME. fr OE furtang, fr furh furrow 4 lang long] 

'furlough /'f^uhloh/ n a leave of absence from duty granted esp to a soldier 
[D verlof, lit , permission, fr MD, fr ver- for- + lof permission; akin to 
OE for- and to MHG loube permission - more at for-,.^leavf] 
‘furlough vt. chiefly NAm to grant a furlough to 
furmety /fuhmati/ n frumenty [by alter ] 

furnace /'fuhms/ n an enclosed apparatus in which heat is produced (e g 
for heating a building or reducing ore) [ME fumas, fr OF fomaise, fr L 
fornac-, fomax, akin to L formus warm - more at warm] 
furnish Auhnish/ vt to provide or supply (with what is needed), esp to 
equip with furniture [ME fumisshen, fr MF foumiss-, stem of foumir to 
complete, equip, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG frummen to further, fruma 
advantage - more at for f most] - furnisher n 
furnishing /'fuhnishing/ n an object that tends to increase comfort or 
utility, specif an article of furniture for the intenor of a building - usu pi, 
compare soft furnishings 

furniture Auhnicha/ n 1 necessary, useful, or desirable equipment- e g 
a the movable articles (e g tables, chairs, and beds) that make an area 
suitable for living in or use b accessoncs (door > c the whole movable 
equipment of a ship (e g ngging. sails, anchors, and boats) 2 pieces of 
wood or metal less than type high placed in pnnting forms to fill in blank 
spaces [MF foumiture, fr foumir] 

'furniture .beetle n a small beetle whose larva is a woodworm 
furor /’fyooaraw/ n, chiefly NAm a furore [MF Sl L, MF, fr L, fr furere 
to rage - more at dust] 

furore /fyoo'rawn/ n an outburst of general excitement or indignation 
[It, fr L furor] 

furphy /’fuhfi/ n, Austr an unlikely or absurd rumour - infml [Furphy, 
name of supplier of sanitation carts in Australia during WW 1] 
furrier /'fun a/ n a fur dealer [ME furrer, fr AF furrere, fr OF forrer, 
fourrer to fur] 

'furrow /Turoh/ n la a trench in the earth made by a plough b rural 
land, a field 2 sthg like the track of a plough, e g a a groove b a deep 
wnnkle [ME furgh, forow, fr OE furh, akin to OHG furuh furrow, L 
porca] 

‘furrow vb to make or form furrows, grooves, lines, etc (in) 
furry ' luhn/ adj like, made of, or covered with fur 
'further /'fuhdha/ adv 1 farthfr 1 2 moreover 3 to a greater degree 
or extent < ^ annoyed by a second interruption} [ME, fr OE furthor, akin 
to OHG furdar further, both compars fr the root of OE forth - more at 
forth] 

‘further adj 1 rARnii-R 1 2 extending beyond what exists or has 
happened; additional volumes} 3 coming after the one referred to 
(closed until notice} 

*further vt to help forward (this will ^ your chances of success) - 
furthemnee /’fuhdh(a)r3ns/ n. furtherer /'fuhdh(9)r3/ n 
further education n. Br vocational, cultural, or recreational education 
for people who have left school 

further'more /-'maw/ adv in addition to what precedes, moreover - 
used esp when introducing fresh matter for consideration 
'furthermost /-.mohst/ adj most distant 
'further to prep following up your letter of the 4th July} 
furthest /'fuhdhist/ adv or adj fanhest 

furtive /"fuhtiv/ adj expressive or done by stealth [F or L; F furtif, fr L 
furuvus, fr furtum theft, fr fur thief, akin to Gk phor thief, L ferre to carry 
- more at ^bfar] - furtively adv, fnitivencsa n 
furuncle Ayoo3,ningkl/ n 'boil [L furunculus petty thief, sucker, 
furuncle, dim of furom, furo ferret, thief, fr fur] • ftininculsr 
/fyoo'rungkyoob/ adj, ftirunculous /-las/ adj 

furunculosis /fyoo.rungkyoo'lohsis/ n, pf fnrunculoees /-seez/ a highly 
infectious bacterial disease of trout, salmon, and related fishes [NL, fr L 
furunculus 4 NL -osis] 

fury /'fyooon/ n 1 intense, disordered, and often destructive rage 2a cap 
any of the 3 avenging deities who in Greek mythology punished enmes 
b (one who resembles) an avenging spirit 3 wild disordered force or 
activity 4 a frenzy [ME fune, fr MF & L; MF, fr L furia, fir furere to 
rage - more at dust] 

furte /fuhz/ n gorse [ME ftrse, fr OE fyrs] - ftiny adj 
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fuscous /Tuskas/ adj dark brownish grey [L fuscus - more at dusk] 
'fuse /fyoohz/ n 1 a combustible substance enclosed in a cord or cable 
for setting off an explosive charge by transmitting Tire to it 2 NAm chieOy 
faze the detonating device for setting off the charge in a projectile, bomb, 
etc [It fuso spindle, fr L fusus, of unknown ongin] 

*fuse, NAm aiso fuze vr to equip with a fuse 

*fuse vf 1 to reduce to a liquid or plastic state by heat 2 to blend 
thoroughly (as lO by melting together 3 to cause (e g a light bulb) to fail 
by fusing ^ vi 1 to become fluid with heat 2 to become blended (as lO 
by melting together 3 to fail because of the melting of a fuse [L fusus, 
pp of fundere to pour, melt - more at *found] - fusible adj, fusibility 
/-za'bibti/ n 

*fuBe n (a device that includes) a wire or strip of fusible metal that melts 
and interrupts the circuit when the current exceeds a particular value 
fusee, NAm also fuzec /fyooh'zee/ n a conical spirally grooved pulley or 
wheel, esp in a watch or clock [F fus^, lit , spindleful of yam, fr OF, fr 
fus spindle, fr L fusus] 

fuselage Ayoohzi,lahzh/ n the central body portion of an aeroplane 
designed to accommodate the crew and the passengers or cargo [F, fr 
/use/e spindle-shaped, fr MF, fr fuseJ, dim of fus] 
fusel oil /'fyoohzl/ n an acrid oily poisonous liquid consisting chiefly of 
amyl alcohol and used esp as a source of alcohols and as a solvent [G fusel 
bad liquor] 

fusi- /fyoohziV comb form spindle (fusiform^ [L fusus] 
fusiform /Tyoohzi.fawm/ adj tapcnng towards each end bac- 
teria) 

fusil Ayoohzil/ n a light flintlock musket [F. lit , steel for sinking fire, 
fr OF foisil, fr (assumed) VL focitis, fr LL focus fire - more at fufl] 
fusilier /.fyoohza'Iia/ n a member of a Bntish regiment formerly armed 
with fusils [F fusilier, fr fusil] 

'fusillade /.fyoohza'layd/ n 1 a number of shots fired simultaneously or 
in rapid succession 2 a spinted outburst, esp of cnticism [F, fr fusilier 
to shoot, fr fusil] 

’fusillade vt to attack or shoot down by a fusillade 
fusion /Yyoohzh(9)n/ n I fusing or rendenng plastic by heat 2 a union 
(as lO by melting, e g a a merging of diverse elements into a unified whole 
b the union of light atomic nuclei to form heavier nuclei resulting in the 
release of enormous quantities of energy [L fusion-, fusio, fr fusus, 
PPl 

'fuss /fus/ n la needless or useless bustle or excitement b a show of 
(affectionate) attention - often in make a fuss of 2m a state of agitation, 
esp over a tnvial matter b an objection, protest (^kicked up a ^ about 
the new regulations) (perh imit] 

’fuss vj la to create or be in a state of restless activity, specif to shower 
affectionate attentions b to pay close or undue attention to small details 
<^cd with her hair) 2 to become upset; worry — vt to agitate, upset - 

fuaaer n 

f usSibudget /-.bujit/ n a fusspot - infml - fiiasbudgety adj 
'fuss.pot /-.pot/ n a person who fusses about tnfies - infml 
fussy Ausi/ adj 1 nervous and excitable (about small matters) 2a 
showing too much concern over details b fastidious </ior ^ about food) 
3 having too much or too detailed ornamentation - fussily adv, fussi- 
ness n 

fustian /'fustian, 'fuschan/ n 1 a strong cotton or linen fabne (e g 
corduroy or velveteen), usu having a pile face and twill weave 2 preten- 
tious and banal writing or speech [ME, fr OF fustame, fr ML fustaneum, 
prob fr fustis tree trunk, fr L, club] - fustian adj 
fustic /'fustik/ n (any of vanous esp tropical Amencan trees with) wood 
that yields a yellow dye [ME fustik, fr MF fustoc, fr Ar fustuq, fr Gk 
pistake pistachio tree - more at pistachio] 

fusty /fusti/ adj 1 stale or musty from being left undisturbed for a long 
time 2 out-of-date 3 rigidly old-fashioned or reactionary [ME, fr fust 
wine cask, fr MF, club, cask, fr L /iis/is] - fustily adv, fustincss n 
f ut /tut/ adj phut 

f utils /’fyoohtiel/ adj 1 completely ineffective 2 of a person ineflectual 
[MF or L, MF, fr L futilis that pours out easily, useless, fr fut- (akin to 
fundere to pour) - more at 'pound] > fbtUely adv, ftitiicncss n, futility 
/fyooh’tibti/ n 

f uttook /*futak/ n any of the usu 4 or 5 curved timberypincd together 
to form the lower part of the compound ribs of a ship ship [prob 
alter, of foothook (futtock)] 

futtock shroud n a short rope or iron rod connecting the topmast 
rigging with the lower mast ship 
'future /Tyooheha/ adj 1 that is to be; specif existing after death 2 of or 


constituting the future tense [ME, fr OF Sl L; OF futur, fr L futurus about 
to be - more at be] 

’future n la time that is to come b that which is going to occur 2 
likelihood of success ^not much ^ in trying to sell furs in a hot country) 
3 sthg (e g a bulk commodity) bought for future acceptance or sold for 
future delivery - usu pi 4 (a verb form in) the future tense of a language 

- futureless adj 

.future 'perfect adj of or constituting a verb tense (eg will have 
finished) expressing completion of an action at or before a future time - 

future perfect n 

futurism /'fyoohcha,nz(D)m/ n 1 often cap a movement in art, music, 
and literature begun in Italy about 1910 and seeking to expres.s the 
dynamic energy and movement of mechanical processes 2 a point of view 
that finds meaning or fulfilment in the future rather than in the past or 
present - futurist n or adj 

futuristic /.fyoohcha'ristik/ adj of the future or futunsm, esp beanng no 
relation to known or traditional forms, ultramodern - futuristlcally 
adv 

futurity /fyooh'tyooarati, -'chooa-/ /I 1 FuruRt la 2 p/ future events or 
prospects 3 chiefly NAm a competition, esp a horse race, for which 
entries are made well in advance of the event ['futurf ^ -my] 
futurology /.fyoohcha'robji/ n the forecasting of the future from cur- 
rent trends in society [G futurologie, fr futur future * -o- ^ -logic -logy] 

- futurologist n 

fu-yung /.fooh 'yung/ n (a dish containing) a mixture of egg white, 
comfiour, and sometimes minced chicken [Chin (Pek) fd yung/, lit . 
hibiscus] 

fuze /fyoohz/ n or vt. NAm ‘rise 2, 'rusF 
fuzee /fyooh'zee/ n. NAm a fusee 

'fuzz /fuz/ n fine light particles or fibres (e g of down or flun) [prob 
back-formation fr fu/zy] 

’fuzz n sing or pi in constr the police - slang [origin unknown] 
fuzzy /'fuzi/ adj 1 marked by or giving a suggestion of luzz (a - 
covenng of felt) 2 not clear; indistinct [perh fr LG fu%sig loiisc, spongy, 
akin to OHG ful rotten - more at houi ] - fuzzily adv, fuzziness n 
'fuzzy-, wuzzy /-.wuzi/ n. Br a Sudanese soldier, broadly any Afncan 
Negro - chiefly derog [redupl of fuzzy, fr the appearance of his hair) 
•fy /-fie/, -ify suffiK ( - vb) 1 becomt or cause to be <puf- 
/fy> (mollify) (solidify) 2 fill with (stupefy) (homfy) 3 give the char- 
actenstics of; make similar to fcountnfy) (dandify) 4 engage in (a 
specified activity) (argufy) (speechify) - often humor or derog [ME 
■lien, fr OF -fier, fr I, -licare, fr -ficus -ficj 
fylfot /'filfot/ n a swastika [ME, device used to fill the lower part of a 
painted glass window, fr fillen to fill -f fot foot] 


G 

g /jee/ n, pi g*s, gz ofien cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 7th letter of the English alphabet 2 the Sih note of a 
C-major scale 3 a unit of force equal to the force exerted by gravity on 
a body at rest and used to indicate the force to which a body is subjected 
when accelerated 4 chiefly NAm a sum of $1000 - slang [(3) ^avity; (4) 
^and] 

'gab /gab/ v? -bb- to chatter, blab - infml [prob short for gabble] - 

gabber n 

’gab n (idle) talk - infml 

gabardine /.gaba'deen, '-,-/ n t gaderdiNe 1 2a a firm durable fabric 
(e g of wool or rayon) twilled with diagonal ribs on the right side b chiefly 
Br a waterproof coat made of gabardine ; 

gabble /’gabl/ vb gabbling /'gabl mg, 'gabling/ to talk or utter rapidly 
or unintelligibly [prob imit] > gabble n, gibbler n 
gabbro /"gabroh/ n, pi gabbros a granular igneous rock composed of a 
calcium-containing feldspar and an iron and magnesium silicates [It] - 
gabbroic /gaVob-ik/ adj 
gabby /*gabi/ adj talkative, garrulous > infml 
gabelle/ga'bel/ n a tax on salt levied in France before 1790 [ME, fr MF, 
fr Olt gabella tax. fr Ar qabalah] 

gaberdine /'gaba.deen, ,-'-/ n 1 a coarse long coat or smock worn 
chiefly by Jews in medieval times 2 gabardine 2 [MF gaverdine] 
gabion ^gaybi*an, -byan/ n a hollow cylinder of wickerwork, iron, etc 
filled with earth and used esp in building fieldworks or as a support in 
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mining [MF, fr Olt gabbione, lit , large cage, aug of gabbia cage, fr L 
cavea - more at caof] 

gable /'gaybl/ n ^ vertical tnangular section of wall between 2 slopes 
of a pitched roof 3" architfcturf (ME, fr MF, of Gmc origin, akin 
to ON gafl gable - more at cephalic] - gabled adj 
'gad /gad/ vi •dd- to go or travel in an aimless or restless manner or m 
search of pleasure - usu about [ME gaddcn, prob back-formation fr 
gadimg companion, fr OE gitdeling] - gadder n 
’gad mteij, archaic - used as a mild oath [euphemism for God] 
gadarane /'gada.reen/ adj, ofien cap headlong, precipitate <a rush to 
the cities^ [fr the demon -possessed Gadarene swine (Mt 8 28) that rushed 
into the sea] 

'gad, fly /-.flie/ n I any of vanous flies (c g a horsefly or botfly) that bite 
or annoy livestock 2 a usu intentionally annoying person who stimulates 
or provokes others, esp by persistent irritating cnticism [gad (metal spike, 
goad, rod), fr ON gaddr spike, sting] 

gadget /gnjit/ n a usu small and often novel mechanical or electronic 
device, esp on a piece of machinery [perh fr F gachette catch of a lock, 
trigger, dim of gache staple, hook] - gadgetry /-tn/ n 
gadoid /'gaydoyd/ adj resembling or related to the cods [NI. Gadus, 
genus of fishes, fr Gk gados, a fish] - gadoid n 
gadolinite /'gadali.met/ n a black or brown mineral that is a silicate of 
iron, beryllium, yttrium, and cenum [G gadohtut, fr Johann Gadohn 
tl852 Finn chemist] 

gadolinium /.gada'linyam, -m am/ n a magnetic metallic clement of the 
rare-earth group ^ pfriooic iabll [NL, fr J Gadohn] 
gadroon /ga'droohn/ /i 1 an elaborately notched or indented convex 
moulding m aic>iitrcture 2 a convex or concave fluting used in decorating 
silverware, glassware, etc [F godron round plait, gadroon. fr MF god- 
eron, perh dim of OF godet drinking cup] - gadrooning n 
gadwall /gadwawl/ n, pi gadwalls, esp collectively gadwall a greyish 
brown duck about the size of a mallard [origin unknown] 

Gael /gayl. gahl/ n 1 a Scottish Highlander 2 a Gaelic-speaking 
inhabitant of Scotland or Ireland [ScGael Gaidheal & IrGael Gacd' 
heal] 

Gaelic /‘gaylik, Scots 'gahlik, Irish 'galik/ adj of or being (the Goidelic 
language oQ the Celts in Ireland, the Isle of Man. and the Scottish 
Highlands ianouagf Gaelic n 
.Gaelic 'coffee n irish an ill 

'gaff /gaf/ n la a spear or spearhead for killing fish or turtles b a pole 
with a h(X)k for holding or landin^^avy fish 2 a spar on which the head 
of a fore-and-aft sail is extended ship [F gaffe, fr Prov gal, fr gafar 
to seize] 

’gaff vt to strike or secure (c g a fish) with a gaff 
gaffe /gaf/ n a social blunder, faux pas [F, lit . gafQ 
gaffer /'gafa/ n 1 the chief lighting elcctncian in a film or television 
studio 2 Bra foreman or overseer 3 dial an old man - compare c«ammfk 
[ prob alter of godfather] 

'gag /gag/ vb -gg* vt 1 to apply a gag to or put a gag in the mouth of (to 
prevent speech) 2 to cause to retch 3 to obstruct, choke a valve} 4 
to prevent from having free speech or expression - chiefly journ vi 1 
to heave, retch 2 to tell jokes [ME gaggen to strangle, of imit ongin] 
’gag n 1 sthg thrust into the mouth to keep it open or prevent speech or 
outcry 2 juke la 3 a hoax, tnck 4 a check to free speech - chiefly 
joum 

gaga /'gah.gBh/ adj la senile b slightly mad 2 infatuated - often f about 
USE infml [F. fr gaga fool, of imit origin] 

'gaga /gayj/ n 1 a token of defiance, specif a glove, cap, et: thrown on 
the ground in former times as a challenge to a fight 2 sthg deposited as 
a pledge of performance [ME, fr MF, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG wetti 
pledge - more at wed] 

’gage n 1 gauge 3 2 NAm gauge 1 , 2. 4, S, 6 
*gaga vt, NAm to gauge 
*gaga n a greengage 

gaggle /gagl/ n t a flock (of geese) 2 smg or pi in constr a typically 
noisy or talkative group or cluster > chiefly infml [MEgagyll, fr gagelen 
to cackle] 

gaiety /'gayati/ n 1 merrymaking; also festive activity 2 gay quality, 
spints, manner, or appearance [F gaiete, fr OF, fr gat gay] 
gaily /'gayli/ adv in a gay manner 

'gain /gayn/ n 1 resources or advantage acquired or increased; a profit 
2 the obtaining of profit or possessions 3a an increase in amount, 
magnitude, or degree <a ^ in efficiency} b the ratio of output power to 
input power in an amplifier [ME gayne, fr MF gaigne, gain, fr OF 


gaaigne, gaaing, fr gaaignter to till, earn, gam, of Gmc ongin, akin to 
OHG weidanon to hunt for food, L vis power - more at vim] 

’gain vt la(l) to get possession of or win, usu by industry, ment, or craft 
(2) to increase a lead over or catch up a nval by (esp time or distance) 

< ^ ed 3Syd on the third lap} b to get by a natural development or process 
strength} c to acquire a fnend} d to arnve at <^ed the river 

that night} 2 to increase in < momentum} 3 of a timepiece to run fast 

by the amount of (the clock ^ s a minute a day} ^vi I to get advantage, 
profit (hoped to ^ from his crime} 2 to increase, specif in weight 3 of 
a timepiece to run fast - gainer n - gain ground to make progress 
'gainful /-f(3)l/ adj profitable <-«•' employment} ['gain + ‘-rjl] - 
gainfully adv 

gainsay /gayn'say/ vt gainsays /-'sez/; gainsaid /-'sed/ 1 to deny, 
dispute <couydn 7 ^ the statistics} 2 to oppose, resist [ME gainsayen, fr 
gam- against (fr OE gean-) ♦ sayen to say - more at again] - gain* 
sayer n 

gait /gayt/ n 1 a manner of walking or moving on foot 2 a sequence of 
foot movements (e g a walk, trot, or canter) by which a horse moves 
forwards [ME gait, gate gate, way] 

gaited /'gaytid/ adj having a specified gait - usu in combination 
<s/ow-gaited> 

gaiter /'gayta/ n a cloth or leather covering reaching from the instep to 
ankle, mid-calf, or knee [F guetre, fr MF guestre, guiestre, prob of (}mc 
ongin, akin to OE wnst wrist] 

gal /gal/ n a girl - used in writing to represent esp a US or upper-class 
pronunciation [by alter ] 

gala /‘gahb/ n I a festive gathenng (that constitutes or marks a special 
occasion) 2 Br a gala sports meeting (a swimming ^} [It, fr MF gale 
merrymaking, festivity, pleasure] 

galact- /galakt-/ , galacto* comb form 1 milk <galacto/x)iesis) 2 
containing galactose in the molecular structure <galacturon;c acid} [L 
galact-, fr Gk galakt-, galakUh, fr galakt-, gala] 
galactic /ga'Iaktik/ adj of a galaxy, esp the Milky Way galaxy 
galactose /ga'Iaktohz, -tohs/ n a sugar that is less soluble and less sweet 
than glucose [F, fr galact-] 

galago /ga'Iaygoh/ n, pi galagos bush baby [NL, genus name, perh fr 
Wolof golokh monkey] 

gaiah /ga'Iah/ n 1 an Australian cockatoo with a rose-coloured breast 
and a grey back 2 Austr a fool, simpleton [native name in Australia] 
galantine /gabnicen/ n a cold dish of boned and usu stuffed cooked 
meal glazed with aspic [F, fr OF galenttne. galatine fish sauce, fr ML 
galatina, prob fr L gelatus, pp of gelare to freeze, congeal] 

Galatians /ga'laysh(i)anz/ n pi but sing in constr a book of the New 
Testament ascribed to St Paul and addressed to the Chnstians of 
Galatia 

galaxy /'gabksi/ n la ofien cap milky way b any of many indqiendent 
systems composed chiefly of stars, dust, and ga^ and separated from 
each other in the universe by vast distances astronomy 2 an 
assemblage of bnlliant or notable people or things [ME galaxie, gaJaxias, 
fr LL galaxtas, fr Gk, fr galakt-, gala milk, akin to L lac milk] 
gale /gayl/ n 1 a strong wind, specif a moderate gale, strong gale, or esp 
fresh gale 2 a noisy outburst <—s of laughter} [ongin unknown] 
galea /'gayli a/ n an anatomical part suggesting a helmet [NL, fr L, 
helmet] - galeatc /-.ayt/ also galeated adj 

galena /ga'Ieena/ n lead sulphide occurnng as a bluish grey mineral [L. 
lead ore] 

Galenic /ga'iemk/, Galenical /-kl/ adj of or being the medical methods 
or pnncipics of Galen [Galen fab 200 Gk physician & wnter] - Galcaicel 
n. Galeniam /’gayli,niz(a)m/ n 

Galibi /ga'Icebi/ n, pi Galibis, esp collectively Galibi a member, or the 
language, of a Canb people of French Guiana 
Galilean /.gab'laysn, -'lecon/ adj of or developed by Galileo Galilei, the 
founder of expenmental physics and astronomy [Galileo Galilei tlb42 It 
physicist & astronomer] 

galilee /'gab.lee/ n a chapel or porch at the entrance of a church [AF, 
fr ML galilaea] 

galingale /'galing,gayl/ n (a plant related to) an Old World sedge with 
an aromatic root used in cooking [ME, a kind of ginger, fr MF galingal, 
fr Ar khalanjan] 

galipot /'gali.pot/ n a crude turpentine oleoresin obtained from a S 
European pine [F] 

'gall /gawl/ n la bile 1 b sthg bitter to endure c rancour 2 brazen and 
insolent audacity [ME, fr OE gealla; akin to Gk chole, cboloa gall, wrath, 
OE geolu yellow - more at yellow] 
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*0all 0 a skin sore caused by rubbing [ME gAJJe, fr OE geaJls, fr L ^la 
gallnut] 

Hiall vt la to wear (away) by rubbing; chafe b to cause feelings of 
mortification and imtation in, vex acutely 2 to harass <^ed by enemy 
^ 17 to become sore or worn by rubbing > gallingly ady 
^all fl a diseased swelling of plant tissue produced by infection with fungi, 
insect parasites, etc (ME galle, fr MF, fr L galia-, perh akin to Skt glau 
round lump] 

Galla /gala/ n. pi Gallas. esp collectively Galla a member or the Cuslutic 
language of any of several peoples of Kenya and S Ethiopia 
LANGUAGE 

'gallant /galant, galahnt, ga'Iant/ n a (young) man of fashion (who is 
particularly attentive to women) 

’gallant /sense / 'galMt; sense 2 'gabnt, ga'Iahnt, ga'lant/ adj la splendid, 
stately <0 *>' ship} b nobly chivalrous and brave 2 courteously and 
elaborately attentive, esp to ladies (ME galaunt, fr MF gaJant, fr prp of 
galer to have a good time, (rgale pleasure, of Gmc origin; akin to OE wela 
weal - more at wealth] - gallantly adv 
gallantry /gabntn/ n la an act of marked courtesy b courteous 
attention to a lady 2 spinted and conspicuous bravery 
'gall .bladder n a membranous muscular sac in which bile from the liver 
is stored d** digestion 

galleon /gali-an/ n a heavy square-ngged sailing ship of the 1 5th to early 
18th c used (by the Spanish) for war or commerce (OSp galeon, fr MF 
galioo, fr OF galte galley] 

gallery /gabn/ n 1 a covered passage for walking; a colonnade 2 an 
outdoor balcony 3a a long and narrow passage, room, or corridor <a 
shooting > b a horizontal subterranean passage in a cave or (military) 
mining system c a passage, esp in the ground or wood, made by a mole 
or insect 4a (a collection worthy of being displayed m) a room or 
building devoted to the exhibition of works of art (the National 
Gallery) (the novel contained a nch ^ of characters} b an institution 
or business exhibiting or dealing in works of art 5 sing or pi in constr a 
(the occupants oO a balcony projecting from I or more interior walls of 
a hall, auditorium, or church, to accommodate additional people, or 
reserved for musicuins, singers, etc church b the undiscnminating 
general public (a politician who always plays to the ^} c the spectators 
at a tennis, golf, etc match [MF galene, fr ML galena, prob alter of 
gaJilea, galilaea galilee] - galleried adj 

galley /gali/ 0 1 a large low usu single-decked ship propelled by oanr 
and sails and used esp in the Mediterranean in ihe Middle Ages and in 
classical antiquity 2 a kitchen on a ship or aircraft i-light 3a a long 
oblong tray with upnght sides for holding set type b galley, galley proof 
a proof in the form of a long sheet (taken from type on a galley) (ME 
galeie, fr OF galie, deriv of MGk galea] 

'galley .slave n a drudge 

galHard /galyad/ n a quick and lively dance that was popular in the 16ih 
and 17th c [MF gaillardc, fern ofgaillard, adj, lively, valiant, fr OF, prob 
of Olt ongin; akin to OIr gal bravery) 

Qalllc /galik/ adj (characteristic) of Gaul or France (L Gallicus, fr 
Gallia Gaul] 

.gallic 'acid /galik/ n an acid found widely in plants and used esp in 
dyes, inks, and as a photographic developer (F gallique, fr gallc gall] 
gallicism /gaiisiz(3)m/ n, often cap a charactenstic French word or 
expression (occurring in another language) 

'gallic-ize, -toe /-siez/ vb to (cause to) conform to a French mode or 
idiom > gsUicization />'zaysh(a)n/ 0 
gallimaufry /.gali'mawfn/ 0 a medley, jumble - chiefly humor (MF 
galimafree hash] 

gallinaceous /.gali'nayshas/ adj of an order of (ground-living) birds 
including the pheasants, turkeys, grouse, and the common domestic fowl 
(L gallinaceus of domestic fowl, fr gallina hen, fr gallus cock] 
gallinule /galknyoohl/ 0 any of several aquatic birds of the rail family 
(NL GaUinula, genus of birds, fr L, pullet, dim. of gallina] 
gallipot /gali,pot/ 0 a small usu ceramic vessel formerly used to hold 
medicines (e g ointments) [MEgaly pott, prob fr gaJy, galeie galley + pott 
pot; fr its being imported in galleys] 

gallium /gali*am/ 0 a rar^valent metallic element that melts at just 
above room temperature periodic table (NL, fr L gallus cock 
(intended as trans of Paul Lecoq de Boisbaudran tl912 F chemist)] 
gallivant /galivant/ vi to travel energetically or roam about for pleasure 
(perh alter, of gallant (to act like a gallant, flirt)] 
gallon /gabn/ 0 either of 2 units of liquid capacity equal to 8pt: a a 
British unit equal to about 4.5461 b wine gallon USE 3^ unit [ME 


galon, a liquid measure, fr ONF, fr ML galeta pail, a liquid measure] - 
gallonage Any/ 0 

galloon /gd'loohn/ n a narrow lace, braid, etc tnmming for dresses [F 
galon, fr MF, fr OF galonner to adorn with braid] - gallooned adj 
'gallop /gabp/ 0 1 a fast bounding gait of a quadruped, specif the fastest 
natural 4-beat gait of the horse 2 a nde or run at a gallop 3 a rapid or 
hasty progres.sion (rushed through the reports at a > [MF galop, 
frOF] 

’gallop vb to (cause to) progress or nde at a gallop - galloper 0 
galloping /galapmg/ adj increasing rapidly, accelerating <~ infla- 
tion} 

Galloway /’gabway/ n (any oO a breed of hardy chiefly black beef cattle 
native to SW Scotland [Galloway, district of Scotland] 
gallows /galohz/ n, pi gallows also gallowses 1 gallows, gallows tree 
a frame, usu of 2 upright posts and a crosspiece, for hanging criminals 2 
the punishment of hanging [ME galwcs, pi of galwe, fr OE geaJga, akin 
to OHG galgo gallows. Arm jatk twig] 

gallows humour n gnm humour that makes fun of u very senous or 
terrifying situation 

gallstone /'gawl,stohn/ 0 a calculus formed in the gall bladder or bile 
ducts 

'Gallup .poll /gabp/ 0 a survey of public opinion frequently used as a 
means of forecasting sihg (e g an election result) [George Gallup hi 901 
US public opinion statistician] 

‘gall .wasp 0 any of several wasps whose larvae produce plant galls in 
which they feed 

galop /'gabp/ 0 (music for) a lively dance in duple time [F - more at 
gallop] 

galore /ga'law/ adj abundant, plentiful - used after a noun (bargains - 
[IrGacl go leor enough] 

galosh /ga'losh/ 0 a rubber overshoe [ME gahx'hc clog. patttMi, fr MF] 
- gtloshed adj 

galumph /g3'lum(p)f/ vi to move with a clumsy heavy tread - infml 
[prob alter of ^gallop] 

galvanic /gal'vamk/ adj I of, being, or producing a direct current of 
clcctncity resulting from chemical action (a ^ eWA 2 having an electric 
effect, stimulating vigorous activity or vitality - galvanically adv 
galvanism /'gaJvan,i7(a)m/ 0 1 (the iherapeutK use oO direct electric 
current produced by chemical action 2 vital or forceful activity [F or It, 
F galvanisme, fr It galvamsmo, fr Luigi Galvam tI798 It physician & 
physicist who first desenbed it] 

'galvan-ize, -ise Aiez/ vt I to subject to or stimulate, rouse, or excite 
(as lO by the action of an electric current (-^ a muscle} rihe candidate 
his supporters into action} 2 to coat (iron or steel) with zinc as a 
protection from rust - galvanizer n, galvanization /'zaysh(a)n/ n 
galvanometer /.galva’nomila/ 0 an instrument for measuring a small 
clcctnc current by using the electromagnetic effect of the current - 
galvanometric /-na'mcfnk/ adj 

gam- /gam-/, gamo- comb form 1 united; joined (giAmasepalous} 2 
sexual <gam/c> <gamoge 0 cs;/s> [NL, fr Gk, marriage, (rgamos - more at 
bigamy] 

gambler /'gambit/ 0 an astnngent substance from a Malayan wtKxly 
climbing plant, used esp m tanning [Malay gambir] 
gambit /'gambit/ 0 1 a chess opening, esp in which a player nsks 
(several) minor pieces to gam an advantage 2a a remark intended to start 
a conversation or make a telling point b a calculated move, a stratagem 
[It gambetto, lit , act of tripping someone, fr gamba leg, fr LL gamba, 
camba, modif of Gk kampe bend - more at ’camp] 

'gamble /'gambi/ vb gambling /'gambling/ v; la to play a game (of 
chance) for money or property b to bet or nsk slhg on an uncertain 
outcome 2 specui atl 2 ~ v/ 1 to risk by gbmbling; wager 2 to venture, 
hazard [prob back-formation fr gambler, pr6b alter of obs gamner, fr obs 
gamen (to play)] - gambler 0 

’gamble 0 1 the playing of a game (of chance) for stakes 2 (sthg 
involving) an element of risk ' 

gamboge /gam'bohj, -'boozh/ 0 1 a gum rebm from some SE Asian trees 
that is used as a yellow pigment 2 a strong yeHow [NL gambogium, alter 
of cambugium, irreg fr Cambodia, country of SE Asia] 
gambbi /gambi/ vb or n -11- (NAm -I-, -II-), gambling /gambhing, 
'gambling/ (to engage in) skipping or leaping about in play [modif of MF 
gambade spring of a horse, gambol, prob fr OProv camba leg, fr LL 
gamba, camba] 

gambrel /gambral/, gma^el roof 0 a roof like a mansard but with 2 
opposite vertical ends -3“ archheciure [ONF gamberel crooked 
stick, hock, fr gambe leg, fr LL gamba] 
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'game /gaym/ n la(l) activity engaged in for diversion or amusement, 
play (2) the equipment for a particular esp indoor game b often densive 
or mocking jesting (^make ^ of a nervous player^ 2a a course or plan 
consisting of (secret) manoeuvres directed towards some end (playing a 
waiting "^>63 specified type of activity seen as competitive or governed 
by rules (and pursued for financial gain) (the newspaper 3a(l) (the 
quality of play in) a physical or mental competition conducted according 
to rules with the participants in direct opposition to each other, a match 
(2) a division of a larger contest (3) the number of points necessary to 
win a game b p/ organized sports, esp athletics c a situation that involves 
contest, rivalry, or struggle ^ot into microelectronics early in the 4a 
animals under pursuit or taken in hunting, specif (the edible flesh of) 
certain wild mammals, birds, and fish (e g deer and pheasant), hunted for 
sport or food b an object of ndicule or attack - often in fair game S 
prostitution - slang, of^ten in on the game [ME, fr OE gamen, akin to 
OHG gaman amusement] 

’game vi oambi e \ '^vt archaic to lose or squander by gambling 
’game adj 1 having a resolute unyielding spirit ('^ to the end} 2 ready 
to take nsks or try sthg new ['game] - gamely adv, gameness n 
^game adj injured, cnpplcd, or lame (a ^ leg} [perh fr 'game] 

'game, book /-.book/ n a book for recording game killed 
'game, keeper /-,kcep3/ n one who has charge of the breeding and 
protection of game animals or birds on a private preserve 
gamelan /'gami,Ian/ /i 1 a SE Asian instrument like the xylophone 2 
a flute, string, and percussion orchestra of SE Asia [Jav] 

'game .point n a situation in tennis, badminton, etc m which 1 player 
or side will win the game by winning the next point 
gamesmanship /'gaymzman,ship/ n the art or practice of winning 
games by means oitic ihin superior skill without actually violating the 
rules 

gamesome /'gayms(.i)ni/ adj merry, frolicsome - gamesomely adw 
gamesomeness n 

gamester /'gaymsta/ n one who plays games, esp a gambler 
garnet*, gameto- comb form gamete < garnet op/iore) [NL, fr gameta] 
gametangium /.gamrtanji am/ n, pi gametangia /-ji a/ a (plant) organ 
in which gametes arc developed [NL, fr garnet- + Gk angeion vessel - 
more at anciI*] 

gamete /'gameel, g.Vmect/ n a mature germ cell with a single set of 
thromosomes capable of fusing with another gamete of the other sex to 
form a zygote from which a new organism develops (NL camera, fr Gk 
gametes husband, fr gaman to marry, fr gamos marnage - more at 
bi(3amy] - gametic /ga'mctik/ adj, gameticaliy adv 
game theory n the strategic analysis of a business, military, social, etc 
conflict 

gametophyte /ga'mcetoh.fiet/ n (a member oO the generation that 
bears sex organs, of a plant with alternation of generations * compare 
smROPHYri- [ISV] - gametophytic /.gamitoh'fitik/ ady 
gamine /'gamcen (Fr garni n)/ n or adj (a girl or woman) having an elfin 
impish appeal [F, fern of gamin urchin] 
gamma /'gama/ n 1 the 3rd letter of the Greek alphabet 2 c 4 [ME. 
fr LL, fr Gk, of Sem origin, akin to Hcb gimel, 3rd letter of the Heb 
alphabet] 

gamma globulin n any of several immunoglobulins in blood or serum 
including most antibodies 

'gamma ,ray n (a quantum oO electromagnetic radiation of shorter 
wavelength than X rays emitted in some radioactive decay processes - usu 

pi PHYSICS 

gammer /'gama/ n, dial an old woman - compare gafpi r 3 [prob alter 
of godmother] 

'gammon /'gaman/ n (the meat oO the lower end including the hind leg 
of a side of bacon removed from the carcass after cunng with salt - 
compare ham 2 mfat [ONF gambon ham, aug of gambe leg, fr LL 
gamba] 

’gammon n the winning of a backgammon game before the loser removes 
any men from the board [perh alter of ME gamen game] - gam- 
mon vt 

’gammon n nonsense, humbug - not now in vogue [obs gammon 
(talk)] 

gammy /'gami/ adj, Br ‘game - infml (prob irreg fr *game ^ -y] 
.gamo'pataloua /.gamoh'petalas/ adj, of a flower having the corolla 
compo^ of united petals [NL gamopetalus, fr gam- 3 petalus pctal- 
ous] 

.gamo'aapalous /-'sepalas/ adj, of a flower having the calyx composed 
of united sepals (prob fr (assumed) NL gamosepalus, fr gam- ^ sepalus 
sepalous] 


gamp /gamp/ n, Br a large, esp loosely tied, umbrella - infml [Sarah 
Gamp, nurse with a large umbrella in the novel Martin Chuzzlewit by 
Charles Dickens flSTO E wnter] 

gamut /'garnat/ n 1 the whole senes of recognized musical notes 2 an 
entire range or series [ML gamma ut, lowest note in medieval scale of 
music, fr gamma, applied to the lowest note G on the bass clef + ut, 
applied to the first note of a hexachord, the notes of which were named 
after the first syllables of 6 lines of a Latin hymn, ut, re, mi. fa, 
sol, la] 

gamy, gtmey /'gay mi/ adj having the strong flavour or smell of game 
(that has been hung until high) - gamily adv, gamincss n* 

-gamy /-garni/ comb form ( -• n) 1 marnage <po/ygamy> 2 possession 
of (such) reproductive organs or (such) a mode of fertilization <apogamy> 
[ME -gamie, fr LL -gamia, fr Gk - more at bigamy] - -gamic /-gamik/, 
-gamous comb form ( * adj) 

'gander /'ganda/ n 1 an adult male goose 2 a simpleton [ME. fr OE 
gandra, akin to OE gos goose] 

’gander n a look, glance - infml (talking and taking '^sat the girls - Life} 
[prob fr 'gander, fr the outstretched neck of a person craning to look at 
sthg] 

Gandhian /'gandi-an/ adj of the Indian leader Mahatma Gandhi (t 1948) 
or his pnnciple of nonviolent protest 
'gang /gang/ n 1 a combination of similar implements or devices 
arranged to act together 2 sing or pi in constr a group of people a working 
together b associating for cnminal, disreputable, etc ends, esp a group of 
adolescents who spend leisure time together c that have informal and 
usu close social relations (have the — over for a party} [ME, fr OE, 
akin to OHG gang act of going, Skt jangha shank] 

•gang Vt to assemble or operate (e g mechanical parts) simultaneously as 
a group ^ VI to move or act as a gang (the children ed together} 
’gang vi. Scot to go [ME gangen. fr OE gangan, akin to OE gang] 
'gang-, bang n sexual intercourse usu between 1 woman and a succession 
of men on 1 occasion, esp collective rape ~ slang ['gang 2 + ’bang 4] 
ganger /'gang s/ n, Br the foreman of a gang of workmen 
'gang, land /-.land/ n underworld 2 

gangling /'gang giing/, gangly /-gli/ adj tall, thin, and awkward in 
movement <a ^ gawky child} [perh irrcg fr Sc gangrel vagrant, lanky 
person] 

ganglion /'gang glion. -an/ n, pi ganglia /-gli a/ also ganglions la a 
small cyst on a joint membrane or tendon sheath b a mass of nerve cells 
outside the brain or spinal cord, also NUCLtus 2b 2 a focus of strength, 
energy, or activity [LL, fr Gk] > ganglionated /-a.naytid/ adj, ganglionic 

/-'onik/ ad) 

gangplank /'gang.plangk/ n a movable board, plank, etc used to board 
a ship from a quay or another ship 

'gangrene /'gang,green/ n 1 local death of the body’s sofl tissues due to 
loss of blood supply 2 a pervasive moral evil [L gangraena, fr Gk 
gangraina, akin to Gk gran to gnaw) - gangrenous Agnnas/ adj 
’gangrene vb to make or become gangrenous 
gangster /'gangsta/ n a member of a cnminal gang - gangateriam n 
gangue /gang/ n the worthless part of an ore [F, fr G gang vein of metal, 
fr OHG, act of going] 

gang up vi 1 to combine as a group for a specific (disreputable) purpose 
2 to make a joint assault on 

'gang.way /-.way/ old (temporary) passageway (constructed of 
planks) 2a the opening in a ship's side or rail through which it is boarded 
b a gangplank 3 a clear passage through a crowd - oflen used interjection- 
ally 4 Bra narrow passage between sections of seats in a theatre, storage 
bays in a warehouse, etc 

ganister, gannister /'ganista/ n a (mixture containing) fine-grained 
quartz used for furnace linings [ongin unknown] 
ganja fganp/ n, Wl potent cannabis used esp for smoking [Hindi 
gaja, fr Skt gahja] 

gannat /'ganit/ n 1 any of several related large fish-eating seabirds that 
breed in large colonies chiefly on offshore islands 2 a greedy person; a 
scavenger [ME ganet, fr OE ganor, akin to OE gos goose] - ganoctry 
Atn/ n 

gantlet /'gantlit, 'gawn-/ n. chiefly NAm a gauntlet 
gantry Agantn/ /i 1 a frame for supporting barrels 2 a frame structure 
raised on side supports that spans over or round sthg and is used for 
railway signals, as a travelling crane, for servicing a rocket before 
launching, etc [perh modif of ONF gantier, fr L cantherius trellis] 
gaol /jay(a)l/ vb or n, chiefly Br (to) jail 

gap /gap/ /i 1 a break in a barrier (e g a wall or hedge) 2a a mountain 
pass b a ravme 3 an empty space between 2 objects or 2 parts of an object 
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4 a break in continuity (^unexplained in his storyy 5 a disparity or 
difference (the between imports and exports'^ 6 a wide difference in 
character or attitude (the generation [ME, fr ON, chasm, hole; akin 
to ON gapa to gape] - gappy, gapped adj 
'gape /gayp/ vi la to open the mouth wide b to open or part widely 
(holes ^d /n the pavement} 2 to gaze stupidly or in open mouthed 
surprise or wonder 3 to yawn [ME gapen, fr ON gapa, akin to L htare 
to gape, yawn - more at yawn] - gapingly adv 
^apa n 1 an act of gaping, esp ap openmouthed stare 2 the average width 
of the open mouth or beak 3 a fit of yawning 4 pi a disease of young birds 
charactenzed by constant gaping and caused by gapeworms infesting the 
windpipe 

gaper /gaypo/ n any of several large (edible) burrowing clams [‘gapl 
+ *-er] 

'gape, worm /-.wuhm/ n a nematode worm that causes gapes in birds 
gar /gah/ n a (fish resembling a) garfish 

'garage /'garahzh. 'garij/ n 1 a building for the shelter of motor vehicles 
2 an establishment for providing essential services (e g the supply of petrol 
or repair work) to motor vehicles [F, act of docking, garage, fr garer to 
dock, fr MF, to take care, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG hi waron to protect 
- more at ‘warf] 

’garage vt to keep or put in a garage 

garam masala /,gar9m mah'sahb/ n an aromatic mixture of ground 
conander, cumin, cinnamon, etc used esp in cumes [Hindi garam masala, 
fr garam hot, pungent > masala spice] 

garb /gahb/ n 1 a style of clothing; dress (arranged themselves in pnestly 
^ > 2 an outward form; appearance [MF or Olt; MF garbe graceful 
contour, grace, fr Olt garbo grace] - ^rb vt 

garbage /"gahbij/ n 1 worthless wnting or speech 2 chiefly NAm 
RUBBISH 1 [ME, animal entrails; akin to OF garbe tax paid in 
sheaves] 

garble /gahbl/ vt garbling /'gabbling/ to distort or confuse, giving a false 
impression of the facts (a '^d message} [ME garbelen to sift, select, fr 
Olt garbelJare to sift, fr At gharbala, (rghirbaJ sieve, fr LL cnbellum, akin 
to L cemere to sift - more at certain] - garbler n 
garboard /gah.bawd/ n the plank next to a ship's keel [obs D gaar- 
boord\ 

garden /gah'sonh (Fr gars5)/ n, pi gar^ns /-'sonh(z) (Fr - )/ a waiter, 
esp in a French restaurant [F, boy. servant] 

garda /'gahda/ n, pi gardal /^gahdi, -die/ 1 the Irish police 2 a meml^r 
of the garda [IrGael] 

'garden /'gahd(9)n/ n la a plot of ground where herbs, fruits, vegetables, 
or typically flowers are cultivated b a rich well-cultivated region (the ^ 
of England} 2a a public recreation area or park (a botanical <« > b an 
open-air eating or dnnking place (beer ^ } [ME gardin, fr ONF, of Gmc 
origin; akin to OHG gart enclosure - more at 'yard] - gardenfiil n 
’garden'i? to work m, cultivate, or lay out a garden - gardener n 
’garden adj of a cultivated as distinguished from a wild kind grown in the 
open (a ^ plant} 

garden city n a planned town with spacious residential areas including 
public parks and considerable garden space 

gardenia /gah'deenya, -nia/ n any of a genus of Old World tropical trees 
and shrubs with showy fragrant white or yellow flowen [NL, genus 
name, fr Alexander Garden tl791 Sc naturalist] 

'garden .party n a usu formal party held on the lawns of a garden 
garderobe /'gahdjohb/ n (a part of a medieval building used as) a privy 
[ME, fr MF; akin to ONF warderobe wardrobe] 
garfish /’gah.fish/ n a European and N Atlantic fish with a long body 
and elongated jaws [ME garfysshe, prob fr OE gar spear + fysshe 
fish] 

garganey /'gahgani/ n a small European duck of which the male has a 
broad white stnpe over the eye [It dial, garganei, of imit origin] 
gargantuan /gah'gantyoo-an/ adj, often cap gigantic, colossal (a ^ 
meal} [Gargantua, gigantic king in the novel Gargantua by Francois 
Rabelais tl5S3 F humorist ft satirist] 

garget /'gahgit/ n mastitis (occurring chronically in cows) [prob fr ME, 
throat, fr MF gargatr, akin to MF gargouilkr to gurgle] > gargety adj 
'gargle /*gahgl/ vb gwgIiBg /'gahgling, 'gahgl tng/ vt 1 to blow air from 
the lungs through (a liquid) held in the mouth or throat 2 to cleanse (the 
mouth or throat) in this manner ^ W 1 to use a gargle 2 to speak or sing 
81 if gargling [MF gargouUler, of imit origin) 

'gargle n 1 a liquid used in gargling 2 a bubbling liquid sound produced 
by gargling 

gargoyle /'gah^oyl/ n a spout in the form of a grotesque human or 
animal figure projecting from a roof gutter to throw rainwater clear of a 


building CHURCH [ME gargoyl, fr MF gargouille; akin to MF 
gargouiller] - gargoyled adj 

garibaldi /.gan'bawidi/ o 1 a woman’s loose long-sleeved ong bright red 
blouse 2 Bra biscuit with a layer of currants in it [Giuseppe Garibaldi 
tl882 It patnot] 

garish /'geansh/ adj 1 excessively and gaudily bright or vivid 2 
tastelessly showy [ongm unknown] - garishly adv, garishneas n 
'garland /'gahbnd/ n 1 a wreath of flowers or leaves worn as an 
ornament or sign of distinction 2 an anthology or collection [ME, fr MF 
garlande, fr OF] 

’garland vt to form into or deck with a garland 
garlic /gahlik/ n (the pungent compound bulb, much used as a flavour- 
ing in cookery, oO a European plant of the lily family [ME garlek, fr OE 
garlic, fr gar spear + leac leek - more at 'gore] - garlicky adj 
garlic mustard n a common European plant of the mustard family with 
small white flowers and a garlic-like smell 

garment /'gahmant/ n an article of clothing [ME, fr MF game- 
ment, fr OF, fr gamir to equip - more at garnish] 

'garner /'gahna/ /i 1 a granary 2 a gram bin USE fml or poetic [ME. 

fr OF gemier, grenier, fr L granarium, fr granum gram] 

’garner vt to gather, store - fml or poetic 

garnet /*gahnit/ n 1 a hard brittle silicate mineral used as an abrasive 
and m its transparent deep red form as a gem 2 a dark red [ME grenat, 
fr MF. fr grenat, adj, red like a pomegranate, fr (pomme) grenate 
pomegranate] 

'garnish /'gahnish/ vt la to decorate, embellish b to add decorative or 
savoury touches to (food) 2 to garnishee [ME. garnishen, fr MF gamiss-, 
stem of gamir to warn, equip, garnish, of Gmc ongm, akin to OHG 
wamon to take heed - more at warn] 

’garnieh n 1 an embellishment, ornament 2 an edible savoury or 
decorative addition (e g watercress) to a dish 
'garnishee /.gahm'shee/ n sby served with a garnishment 
’garnishee vt gamisheeing 1 to serve with a garnishment 2 to take 
(money owed) by legal authonty following a garnishment 
'garnishment /-mant/ n a judicial warning to a debtor not to pay 
his/her debt to anyone other than the appropnate third party ['garnish 
-ment) 

garniture /'gahmeha/ n an embellishment, trimming [MF. equipment, 
alter of OF gamesture, fr gamir] 
garpike /'gah.piek/ n a garfish 

garret /gant/ n a small room just under the roof of a house [ME garette 
watchtower, fr MF gante, perh fr OProv ganda, fr ganr to protect, of 
Gmc ongm, akin to OHG wenen] 

'garrison /'gans(3)n/ n 1 a (fonified) town or place m which troops are 
stationed 2 sing or pi in constr the troops stationed at a garnson [ME 
gansoun protection, fr OF ganson, fr ganr to protect, of Gmc ongm, akin 
to OHG werien to defend - more at weir] 

’garrison vf 1 to station troops m 2a to assign (troops) as a garnson b 
to occupy with troops 

garrison cap n a visorless folding cap worn as part of a military uniform 
- compare service cap 

'garrotte, garotte, chiefly NAm garrote /ga'rot/ n 1 (a Spanish method 
of execution using) an iron collar for strangling sby 2 strangling, esp with 
robbery as the motive [Sp garrote cudgel, garrotte, prob fr MF garrot 
heavy wooden projectile] 

’garrotte, garotte, chiefly NAm garrote vf 1 to execute with a garrotte 
2 to strangle and rob - garrotter n 

garrulous /'g8r(y)oolas/ adj excessiveljr talkative, esp about tnvial 
things [L garrulus, fr gamre to chatter ^ more at care] - gamiloualy 
adv, gamilooanesa n, garrulity /ga'roohlfti/ n 

garter /’gahto/ n 1 a band, usu of elastic/ worn to hold up a stocking or 
sock 2 cap (the blue velvet garter that isithe badge oO the Order of the 
Garter; also membership of the Order [ME, fr ONF gartier, fr garet bend 
of the knee, of Celt origin; akin to OIr ggirri calves of the legs] 
'garter enake n any of numerous harmless longitudinally striped 
Amencan snakes 

'garter .atftch n (the nbbed pattern formed by using only) a plain knit 
stitiiih 

'gee /gas/ n, pi -a- also -is- 1 a fluid (e g air) that has neither independent 
shape nor volume and tends to expand indefinitely 2a a gas or gaseous 
mixture used to produce general anaesthesia, as a fuel, etc energy 
b a substance (e g tear gas or mustard gas) that can be used to produce 
a poisonous, asphyxiating, or irritant atmosphere 3 NAm petrol 4 empty 
talk - chiefly infini (NL, alter, of L chaos space, chaos; (3) short for 
gasoline] - gaseous /'gasi-as, 'gay-/ adj, gaseoiisueas n 
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*gas vb -m- vt 1 to treat chemically with a gas 2 to poison or otherwise 
affect adversely with gas ^ w 1 to give off gas 2 to talk idly - chiefly 
infml 

'QaB.bag /-.bag/ n an idle talker > infml 

'gas .chamber n a chamber in which pnsoners are executed or animals 
killed by poison gas 

gascon /gaskan/ n 1 cMp a native of Gascony 2 a braggart [ME 
Gascoun, fr MF gascon] - Gascon adj 

gas gangrene n oflen rapidly progressive gangrene marked by impreg* 
nation of the (dying) tissue with gas and caused by infection with a 
clostndial bactenum 

'gash /gash/ vt or n (to injure with) a deep long cut or cleft, esp in flesh 
[vb ME garsen, fr ONF garser, fr (assumed) VL charissare, fr Gk 
charassein to scratch, engrave - more at character; n fr vb] 

^ash n sthg, speaf rubbish on board ship, superfluous or extra - infml 
[ongin unknown] 

gasholder /'gas.hoblda/ n a gasometer 

gasify /'gaaifie, 'gay-/ vb to change into gas c(m/> - gaaifler n, 
gniiflcation /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 

gasket /gaskit/ n (a specially shaped piece oO sealing matenal for 
ensuring that a joint, esp between metal surfaces, docs not leak liquid or 
gas [prob alter, of F garcette thin rope, fr OF, girl, dim. of garce girl, fern 
of gars boy] 

gaskin /*gaskin/n a part of the hind leg of a quadruped between the stifle 
and the hock anatomy [obs gaskin (hose, breeches), prob short for 
galligaskins (loose trousers, leggings)] 

gaslight /gasjiet/ n (light from) a gas flame or gas lighting fixture 
'gas .mask n a mask connected to a chemical air filter and used as a 
protection against noxious fumes or gases 

gasoline, gaaolene /.gasa'leen, '-.-/n, SAm petrol ['gas + -o7 -me or 
-eoe] > gaaolinic /-'linik/ adj 

gasometer /ga'somita/ n a (large cylindrical storage) container for gas 
[F gazom^tre, fr gaz + -o- ♦ -metre -meter] 

'gas-.operated adj, of an automatic firearm using gases produced by the 
bMumg of the powder to operate the mechanism 
gasp /gahsp/ vi l to catch the breath suddenly and audibly (e g with 
shock) 2 to breathe laboriously ^ vt to utter with gasps - usu + out <he* 
--ed out his message) [ME gaspen, akin to ON geispa to yawn] - 
gaapn 

gasper /’gahspa/ n, Br a cigarette - not now in vogue [gasp ^ ^-er] 
'gas .ring n a hollow metal perforated ring through which jets of gas isSlie 
and over which food is cooked 

gasser /'gasa/ n an oil well that yields gas [^gas ^ ^-er] 
gassy /'gasi/ adj full of, containing, or like gas beer) - gas- 
sinesa/i 

gastarbeiter /'gast.ahbieta/ n a foreign worker, esp in a German- 
speaking country [G] 
gasteropod /'gast(a)ra.pod/ n a gastropod 

gastr- /gastr-/, gastro* also gastri- comb form 1 belly <gastropo(/>. 
stomach <gastr/ris> (^gastrectomy) 2 gastnc and (gastrointestinal) [Gk, 
fr gastr-, gast^] 

gastric /'gastrik/ adj of the stomach [Gk gastr-, gaster, alter of 
(assumed) Gk grast^, fr Gk gran to gnaw, eat] 
gastric Juice n a thin acidic digestive liquid secreted by glands in the 
linuig of the stomach 

gastrin /'gastnn/ n a polypeptide hormone secreted by the stomach 
lining that induces secretion of gastnc juice 

gastroenteritis /,gastroh,ent9'rieta6/ n inflammation of the lining of 
the stomach and the intestines, usu causing painful diarrhoea [NL] 
gastronome /'gastra.nohm/, gaftronomist /ga’stronamist/ n an epi- 
cure, gourmet [F, back-formation fr gastronomic] 
gastronomy /ga'stronami/ n the art or science of good eating [F 
gastronomic, fr Gk Gastronomia, title of a 4th-c bc poem, fr gastro- belly 
> -nomia -nomy] - gHtrononic /.gastra'nomik/ also gastronomictl adj, 
gaatnnoaksUy adv 

gastropod /'gastra.pod/ n any of a large class of molluscs te g snails) usu 
with a distinct head bearing sensory organs evolution [NL 
Gastropoda, class name, fr Gk gastr- + pod-, pous foot] - gastropod adj, 
gaatropodas /ga'stropadan; also .gastra'pohdan/ adj or n 
gastruia /gastroob/ n, pi gastrslas, gHtrslae /-li/ the embryo of a 
metazoan animal at the stage in its development succeeding the blastula 
stage and consisting of a hollow 2-layered cellular cup - compare 
BLASTULA, MORULA [NL, ft gastr-] - gartmlar adj 
gastrulata /'gastroo.layt/ vi to become or form a gastruia - gastrulatlon 
/-1aysh(a)n/ n 


gas turbine n an intemal-combustion engine in which turbine blades are 
driven by hot gases whose pressure and velocity are intensified by 
compressed air introduced into the combustion chamber 
'gas, works /-.wuhks/ n, pi gasworks a plant for manufactunng gas - 
oflen pi with sing meaning 
'gat /gat/ archaic past of gft 

a firearm - slang [short for Gatling (gun)] 

'gate /gayt/ n 1 (the usu hinged frame or door that closes) an opening 
in a wall or fence 2 a city or castle entrance, oflen with defensive 
structures 3a a means of entrance or exit b a mountain pass c a space 
between 2 markers through which a skier, canoeist, etc must pass in a 
slalom race d a mechanically operated barrier used as a starting device 
for a race e either of a pair of barriers that (1) let water in and out of 
a lock (2) close a road at a level cros.sing 4 an (electronic) device (e g in 
a computer) that produces a signal when specified input conditions are 
met (a logic '^ > 5 the set of notches in a manually worked gearbox into 
which the gear lever is pushed to select the gears 6 the total admission 
receipts or the number of spectators at a sporting event [ME, fr OE geat, 
akin to ON gat opening, Gk chezein to defecate] 

’gate vt, Br to punish by confinement to the premises of a school or 
college 

gateau /'gatoh/ n, pi gateaux, gateaus /-tohz/ any of vanous nch often 
filled elaborate (cream) cakes [F gateau cake, fr OF gastel, prob of Gmc 
origin] 

'gate-, crasher n one who enters, attends, or participates without a ticket 
or invitation - gate-crash vb 
'gate, fold /-.fohld/ n, chiefly NAm a foldout 
'gate.houee /-.hows/ n 1 a structure above or beside a gate (e g of a city 
wall or castle) often used in former times as a guardroom or prison -U" 
CHURCH 2 a lodge at the entrance to the grounds of a large house 3 a 
building at a dam or lock from which the sluices or gates arc con- 
trolled 

'gate.keeper /-.keep?/ n sby who or sthg that tends or guards a gate 
.gateleg 'table /'gaytleg/ n a tabic with drop leaves supported by 2 
movable legs 

'gate.pOBt /-.pohst/ n the post on which a gate is hung or against which 
It closes 

'gate.way /-.way/ n I an opening for a gate 2 oath 3a 
'gather /’gadha/ vt 1 to bnng together, collect (up) 2 to pick, harvest 
3a to summon up (-^ed hrs courage) b to accumulate speed) c to 
prepare (e g oneselO for an effort 4a to bring together the parts of b to 
draw about or close to sthg ing her cloak about her) c to pull (fabric) 
together, esp along a line of stitching, to create small tucks 5 to reach a 
conclusion (intuitively from hints or through inferences) </ you’re 
ready to leave) — vi to come together in a body (a crowd had - cd> [ME 
gaderen, frOE gadenan, akin toOFns^ader/a to gather, MLG gadderen, 
MHG gatem to unite] - gatherer n 
^gather n sthg gathered; esp a tuck in cloth made by gathering 
'gathering /-ring/ n 1 an assembly, meeting, also a compilation 2 an 
abscess 3 a gather or senes of gathers in cloth 4 section 1 1 
'Gatling .gun /'gatlmg/ n an early machine gun with a revolving cluster 
of barrels fired once each per revolution [R J Gatling tl903 US inven- 
tor] 

gauche /gohsh/ adj lacking social experience or grace [F. lit., left, fr 
gauchir to turn aside] - gauchely adv gaucheness n 
gaucherie /'gohsh(3)ri/ n (an instance of) tactless or awkward manner 
or behaviour [F, fr gauche] 

gaucho /'gowchoh/ n, pi gauchos a cowboy of the pampas [AmerSp, 
prob fr Quechua waheha poor person, orphan] 
gaud /gawd/ n, archaic a gaudy ornameat or tnnket [ME gaude tnck, 
toy, prob fr OF gaudir to enjoy, rejoice, fr L gaudere to rejoice] 
'gaudy /'gawdi/ adj ostentatiously or tastelessly (and bnghtly) orna- 
mented - gaudily adv, gaudiness n 

*gaudy n a feast, esp a dinner for ex-studeats, in some British universities 
[prob fr L gaudium joy - more at joy] ' 

'gauge, NAm also gage /gayj/ n ta mdasurement according to some 
standard or system b dimensions, size 1 an instrument for or a means 
of ipeasuring or testing sthg (e g a dimension or quantity) 3 gauge, gage 
relative position of a ship with reference to another ship and the wind 4 
the distance between the rails of a railway, wheels on an axle, etc 5 a 
measure of the size of the bore of a shotgun 6a the thickness of a thin 
sheet of metal, plastic, film, etc h the diameter of wire, a hypodermic 
needle, a screw, etc c (a measure oO the fineness of a knitted fabric [ME 
gauge, fr ONF] 

*gaug«, NAm also gage vt la to measure (exactly) the size, dimensions. 
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capacity, or contents of b to estimate, judge <caji you -- his reaction^ 

2 to check for conformity to specifications or limits - gaugeable adj, 
gaugeably adv 

gauger /'gayja/ n, chieHy Scot an exciseman who inspects dutiable bulk 
goods (e g whisky) [‘gauge ♦ ’-er] 

Gaul /gawl/ n a Celt of ancient Gaul [Gaul, ancient region of Europe 
including most of what is now France, fr F Gaule, fr L Gallia] 
gauleiter /'gow.lieta/ n 1 often cap an official in charge of a district in 
Nari Germany 2 an arrogant henchman [G, fr gau district, region « 
leiter leader] 

Gaulish /"gawhsh/ adj or n (of or being Gaul, the Gauls, or) the Celtic 
language of the ancient Gauls 

Gaullism /’gaw,liz(3)m/ n the political principles and policies of the 
French political leader Charles de Gaulle (t1970) ~ Gaullist adj or n 
gaunt /gawnt/ adj 1 excessively thin and angular as if from suffenng 2 
barren, desolate [ME, perh of Scand ongin] - gauntly adv. gaunt- 
ness n 

'gauntlet /'gawntlit/ n 1 a glove to protect the hand, worn with medieval 
armour 2 a strong protective glove with a wide extension above the wnst. 
used esp for sports and in industry 3 a challenge to combat - esp in take 
up/throw down the gauntlet [ME, fr MF gan/e/ef. dim of ganf glove, of 
Gmc ongin; akin to MD want mitten, ON vottr gloves] - gauntleted 
adj 

‘gauntlet n a double file of men armed with weapons with which to strike 
at shy made to run between them, broadly cnticism or an ordeal or test 

- usu in run the gauntlet [by folk etymology fr gantelope, modif of Sw 
gatlopp, fr OSw gatulop, fr gafa road, lane + lop course, run] 

gaur /'gowa/ n a large E Indian wild ox [Hindi, f^r Skt gaura, akin to Skt 
go bull, COM mvjc at 'cow] 

gauss /gows/ n, pi gauss also gausses the cgs unit of magnetic induction 
[K F Gau^s tl855 G mathematician & astronomer] 

Gaussian distribution /'gowsi an/ n normal distribution [K F 
Gauss] 

gauze /gaw// n la a thin often transparent fabnc used chiefly for 
clothing or draperies b a loosely woven cotton surgical dressing c a fine 
mesh of metal or plastic filaments 2 a thin haze or mist [MF gare. prob 
fr Gaia, town in Palestine] - gauzily adv, gauziness n, gauzy adj 
gavage /'gavahzh, 'gavij/ n introduction of material, esp food, into the 
stomach by a tube [F. fr gaver to stuff, feed forcibly] 
gave /gayv/ past of give 

gavel /'gavl/ n a small mallet with which a chairman, judge, or auctioneer 
commands attention or confirms a vote, sale, etc [origin unknown] 
'gavel.kind /-.kiend/ n a former system of land tenure, esp in Kent, 
providing for equal division of the estate of sby who died without making 
a will, among the heirs [ME gavelkynde, fr gavel rent, tnbute (fr OE 
gafof) kmde kind] 

gavial /'gayvi-al, -vyal/ n a large Indian crocodile [F, modif of Hindi 
ghanyal] 

gavotte /ga'vot/ n 1 an 18th-c dance in which the feet are raised rather 
than slid 2 a composition or movement of music in moderately quick * 
time [F, fr MF, fr OProv gavoto, fr gavot inhabitant of the Alps) - 
gavotte VI 

Gawd /gawd/ n God - used in writing to represent a substandard 
pronunciation 

'gawk ./gawk/ vi to gawp - infml [perh alter of obs gaw (to stare), fr ME 
gawen, fr ON ga to he^, mark] - gawker n 
'gawk n a clumsy awkward person [prob fr E dial, gawk (leA-handed)] 

- gawkiah adj, gawkiahly adv, gawkiahneaa n 

gawky /"gawki/ adj awkward and usu lanky <a ^ child) wk v -y] 

- gawkily adv, gawky n 

gawp /gawp/ vi to gape or stare stupidly - infml [alter of ME galpen 
to yawn, gape; akin to OE gielpan to boast, praise - more at yfi p] 
'gay /gay/ 1 happily exated 2 bnght, attractive <- sunny meadows) 

3 given to social pleasures <//ie ^ life) 4 homosexual [ME, fr MF gai] 

- gay adv, gayneas n 
'gay n a homosexual 

gaza /gayz/ vi or n (to fix the eyes in) a steady and intent look [vb ME 
gazen, prob of Scand origin; akin to Sw dial, gasa to stare; n fr vb] - 

gazer n 

gazabo /ga'zeeboh/ n, pi gazdH» a freestanding structure placed to 
command a view; also a belvedere [perh fr gaze + L -ebo (as in vtdebo 
1 shall see)] 

gazalla /ga'zel/ n, pi gazelles, esp collectively gazelle any of numerous 
small, graceful^and swift African and Asian antelopes noted for their soft 
lustrous eyes food [F. fr MF, fr Ar ghazif] 


'gazatte /ga'zet/ n 1 a newspaper - usu in newspaper titles 2 an official 
journal containing announcements of honours and government appoint- 
ments [F. fr ligazzetta, fr It dial, gazeta, frgazeta small copper com (the 
pnee of the newspaper)] 

'gazetta vt. Br to announce (the appointment or status oQ in an offiaal 
gazette (Jhe was — d major) 

gazattaar /.gaza'tia/ u a dictionary of place names [The Gazetteer's or. 
Newsman's Interpreter, a geographical index edited by Laurence Echard 
tl730 E histonan] 

gazpacho /gaz'pachoh, gas-/ n, pi gazpachos a Spanish cold soup 
containing tomatoes, olive oil, garlic, peppers, and usu breadcrumbs 

[Sp] 

gazump /ga'zump/ vb, Br to thwart (a would-be house purchaser) by 
raising the pnee after agreeing to sell at a certain price [earUer gezumph, 
gazoomph. gazumph to swindj^perh fr Yiddish] - gazumper n 
G clef /jee/ n treble clei music 
G-cramp n a cramp shaped like a letter G 

ge-, geo- comb form la ground, soil (geophyte) (jgeophagia) b earth, 
earth’s surface (geophysics) (geodesic) 2 geographical, geography and 
(geopolitics) [ME geo-, fr MF A L. MF, fr L. fr Gk ge-. geo-, fr g^ 
gean /jetn/ n, chiefly Br (the fruit oO a wild sweet cherry [MF guisne, 
guine] 

'gear /gia/ n la clothing, garments b movable property, goods 2 a set 
of equipment usu for a particular purpose (fishing ■« ) 3a(l) a mechanism 
that performs a specific function in a complete machine (the steering ^ ) 
(2) a toothed wheel (that is one of a set of interlocking wheels) (3) 
working relation, position, or adjustment (out of ^) (put the car in ^) 
b any of 2 or more adjustments of a transmission (e g of a bicycle or motor 
vehicle) that determine direction of travel or ratio of engine speed to 
vehicle speed [ME gere, fr OE gearwc, akin to OHG garuwi equipment, 
clothing, OE gearu ready] - gearless adj 
'gear vt la to provide with or connect by gearing b to put into gear 2 
to adjust to so as to match, blend with, or satisfy sthg (an institution ^ ed 
to the needs of the blind) 

'gearbox /-.boks/ n (a protective casing enclosing) a set of (car) gears 

CAR 

gearing /gianng/ n 1 a senes of gear wheels 2 Br (the advantage gained 
by) the use of extra capital (e g borrowed money) to increase the returns 
on invested equity capital 

'gear .lever n a control, esp a rod. on a gear-changing mechanism (e g 
a gearbox) used to engage the different gears car 
'gearshift /-.shift/ n. NAm gear lever 

gear up vt to make ready for effective operation, also to put (e g oneselO 
into a s'ate of anxious excitement or nervous anticipation 
'gear .wheel n gear 3a(2) 

gecko /'gekoh/ n. pi geckos, geckoes any of numerous small chiefly 
tropical lizards able to walk on vertical or overhanging surfaces [Malay 
ge'kok, of imit ongin] 

gee /jee/ interj, chiefly NAm - used as an introductory expletive or to 
express surpnse or enthusiasm [euphemism for 7esu$] 
gee-gee /'jee- jee/ n a horse - used esp by or to children or in racing slang 
[redupl of gee (as in ^ee-up)] 
geese /gees/ pi of goose 

,gee-'up mterj - used as a direction, esp to a horse, to move ahead [ongin 
unknown] 

.gee 'whiz /wiz/ inteij, chiefly NAm gee [euphemism for Jesus 
Christ] 

geezer /’geeza ' n a man (who is thought a little odd or peculiar) - chiefly 
infml, esp in old geezer [prob alter, of Sc guiser (one in disguise, 
mummer)] 

gegenschein /'gaygan.shien/ n. often cap a faint light usu in the ecliptic 
opposite the sun [G, fr gegen against, counter- + schein shine] 
Gehenna /ga'hena/ n hell I c, 2a [LL, fr Gk Geenna. fr Heb Ge' 
Hinnom, lit , valley of Hinnom] 

'Geiger .counter /'geiga/ n an electronic instrument for detecting the 
presence and intensity of ionizing radiations (e g cosmic ravs or particles 
from a radioactive substance) 

Geiger-MUller counter /'moob/ n oeiger counter [Hans Geiger 
tI945 G physicist ft W Muller, 20th-c G physicist] 
geisha /'gaysha/, 'geisha ,girl n, pi geisha, geishas a Japanese girl who 
is trained to provide entertaining and lighthearted company, esp for a man 
or a group of men [Jap, fr gei art -t -sha person] 

'gel /jel/ n 1 a colloid in a more solid form than a sol 2 ieily 3 
[gelatin] 

'gel, chiefly NAm Jell vh -II- 1 to change (from a sol) into a gel 2 to (cause 
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to) take ^hape or become definite - gelable adj, gelation 
/ji'laysh(a)n/ n 

*gel /gel/ n a girl - used in writing to represent an upper-class pronunci- 
ation [by alter ] 
gelate /'jelayt/ vi to gel 

gelatin, gelatine /'jelatin. -teen/ /i 1 a glutinous matenal obtained from 
animal tissues by boiling; es/? a protein used esp in food (e g to set jellies) 
and photography 2 a thin coloured transparent sheet used to colour a 
stage light [F gelatine edible jelly, gelatin, fr It gelatina, frgeJato, pp of 
gfitan to freeze, fr L - more at cold] - gelatinize /ji'latiniez/ i^6. 
gelatinization /-'7aysh(a)n/ n 

galatinout /ji'latmas/ adj resembling gelatin or jelly, esp in consistency; 

viscous - gelatinously adv, gelatinousness n 
galation /ji'laysh(a)n/ n the action or process of freezing [L gelation-, 
gelatto, fr geJatus, pp of gelare] 

gald /geld/ vt to castrate - used esp with reference to male animals [ME 
gelden, fr ON gelda-, akin to OE gelte young sow, Gk gallos eunuch, priest 
of CybeleJ 

galding /’geldmg/ n a castrated male horse [ME, fr ON geldingr, fr 
gelda] 

golid /'jelid/ adj extremely cold, icy [L gelidus, fr gelu frost, cold - more 
at cold] - gelidly adv, gelidity /ji'Iidati/ n 

gelignite /'jeligmet/ n a dynamite in which the adsorbent base is a 
mixture of potassium or sodium nitrate usu with wood pulp \gelaun + 
L ignis fire v E -ite - more at igneous] 

'gem /jem/ n 1 a precious or sometimes semiprecious stone, esp when cut 
and polished for use in jewellery 2 sby or sthg highly prized or much 
beloved [ME gemme, fr MF, fr L gemma bud, gem] - gemmy adj 
*gem vt 'mm- to adorn (as lO with gems 

Qemara /ge'mahra/ n a commentary on the Mishnah forming most of 
the Talmud [Aram gemara completion] - Gemaric /-nk/ adj, Gemar- 
iat n 

gemeinschaft /ga'mien,shaft/ n a social relationship or community 
characterized by solidanty based on loyalty and kinship - compare 
GEstLLscHAFT [G, community, fr geman common, general ^ -schafi 
-ship] 

'geminate /’jeminat/ adj arranged in pairs [L geminatus, pp of gemmare 
to double, fr geminus twin, akin to Skt yama twin] - geminately adv 
^geminate /-.nayt/ vb to make or become paired or doubled ' gemina- 
tion /-'naysh(9)n/ n 

Gemini /'jemim, -me/ n (sby born unde^ the 3rd sign of the zodiac la 
astrology, which is pictured as twins symbol [L. lit , the twins 
(Castor and Pollux)] - Gemininn /-'nee'^n, -‘me an/ adj or n 
gemma /jema/ n, pi gemmae /-mee/ a bud; broadly an asexual plant 
reproductive body [L] - gemmate /'jemayt/, gemmaceous /je'mayshas/ 
adj, gemmation /-sh(3)n/ n 

gemmule /'jemyoohl/ n an internal reproductive bud (c g of a sponge) 
with a resistant case [F, fr L gemmula, dim. of gemma bud] - gemmula- 
tion /-yoo'laysh(3)n/ n, gemmuliferous /•'lifi(3)r3s/ adj 
gemstone /'jem,stohn/ n a mineral or petrified matenal used as a 
gem 

gen /jen/ n, Br the correct or complete information - infml [short for 
general (information)] 

'gen-, geno- comb form 1 race (^genocide} 2 genus; kind <genory/>e> [Gk 
genos birth, race, kind - more at kin] 

*gen-, geno- comb form gene (^genome) 

-gen /-jon/ alxo -gene /-jeen/ comb form (n -» n) 1 sthg that produces 
(jandmgen) ^carcinogen} 2 sthg that is (so) produced (pbosg^e) [F 
-gine, fr Gk -genes bom; akin to Gk genos birth] 
gendarme /zhouidahm (Fr 3 adann)/ n la member of a corps of armed 
police, esp in France 2 a policeman > chiefly humor [F, fr MF, 
back-formation fr gensdarmes, pi of gent d'armes, lit., armed men] 
'gen,darmerie, gendnrmery /-man (Fr -man)/ n, sing or pi in constr a 
body of gendarmes [MF gendarmerie, fr gendarme] 
gender /jenda/ n 1 sex 2a a system of subdivision within a grammatical 
clans of a language (e g noun or verb), partly based on sexual character- 
istics, that determines agreement with and selection of other words or 
grammatical forms b (membership oQ n subclass within such a system 
[ME gendre, fr MF genre, gendre, fr L gener-, genus birth, race, kind, 
gender - more at kin] 

gene /jeen/ n a unit of inhentance that is carried on a chromosome, 
controls transmission of hereditary characters, and consists of DNA or, 
in some viruses, RNA [G gen, short for pangen, fr pan- + -gen] - genic 
/'jenik/ adj, ganically adv 

geneelogy /jeeni'alaji/ /r 1 (an account oO the descent of a person. 


family, or group from an ancestor or from older forms 2 the study of 
family pedigrees [MEgenealogie, fr MF. fr LLgenealogia, fr Gk, fr genea 
race, family + -logia -logy; akin to Gk genos race] - genealogist n, 
genealogical /-a'lojikl/ adj, genealogically adv 
genera /jenara/ pi of genus 

'general /jen(a)ral/ adj 1 involving or applicable to the whole 2 of, 
involving, or applicable to (what is common to) every member of a class, 
kind, or group 3a applicable to or charactenstic of the mapnty of 
individuals involved; prevalent b concerned or dealing with universal 
rather than particular aspects 4 approximate rather than stnctly accurate 
S not confined by specialization or careful limitation 6 holding supenor 
rank or taking prec^ence over others similarly titled <fAe -- manager} 
[ME, fr MF, fr L generalis, fr gener-, genus kind, class - more at kin] - 
in general usually, lor the most part ^ ^ 

‘general n l the chief of a religious order or congregation 2 
rank 

•General A'merican n nonregional Amencan pronunciation 
.general as'sembly n, often cap G&A the highest governing body of 
a religious denomination (e g the Presbyterian church) 

General Certificate of Education n a Bntish secondary-school 
examination taken at 3 levels 

.general e'lection n an election in which candidates are elected in all 
constituencies of a nation or state 

generalissimo /jen(9)ra'lisimoh/ n. pi generalissimos the supreme 
commander of several armies acting together or of a nation’s armed forces 
(It, fr generale general + -issimo, superl suffix] 
generalist /'jen(a)r3list/ n one whose skills, interests, etc extend to 
several different fields or activities 

generality /jena'rabti/ n 1 total applicability 2 generalization 3 the 
greatest part, the bulk 

general ization, -isation /jen(d)r3lie'zaysh(9)n/ n 1 generalizing 2 a 
general statement, law. pnnciple, or proposition (that does not take 
adequate account of the facts) 3 the occurnng of a response to a stimulus 
similar but not identical to a reference stimulus 
general ize, -ise /jen(3)ra,lie7/ vt 1 to give a general form to 2 to derive 
or induce (a general conception or pnnciple) from particulars 3 to give 
general applicability to a law} vt to make generalizations or vague 
or indefinite statements - generalizable adj, generalizer n 
generally /'jen(a)rali/ adv 1 without regard to specific instances <- 
speaking} 2 usually, as a rule {he ^ drinks tea} 3 collectively, as a 
WHOLE <£)/■ interest to children y ^ 
general of the air force n rank 
general of the army n rank 
general paralysis of the insane n glnlral paresis 
general paresis n the insanity and paralysis caused by tertiary syph- 
ilis 

general practitioner n a medical doctor who treats all types of disease 
and IS usu the first doctor consulted by a patient 
generalship /'jen(3)r9lship/ n 1 the (tenure oO office of a general 2 
military skill in a high commander 

general staff n a group of officers who aid a commander in adminis- 
tration, training, supply, etc 

.general 'strike n a stake in all or many of the industries of a region 
or country 

general studies n pi school courses designed to give subject specialists 
some education outside their subject 
general theory of relativity n relafivity 2b 
generate /'jena.rayt/ vt 1 to bang into exiftence or onginate (e g by a 
life-giving, physical, or chemical process), ppoduce electncity} 2 to 
define (a linguistic, mathematical, etc structsre (e g a curve or surface)) 
by the application of 1 or more rules or operations to given quantities 3 
to be the cause of (a situation, action, or stat| of mind) [Lgeneratus, pp 
of generare, fr gener-, genus birth - more a| kin] 
generation /jena'raysh(3)n/ n 1 sing or pi (n constr a a group of hving 
organisms constituting a single step in the line of descent from an ancestor 
b a group of individuals born and living at the same time c a group of 
individuals sharmg a usu specified status for a limited period (Jthe next 
^ of students} d a type or class of objects uiu developed from an earlier 
type <9 new ^ of computers} 2 the average time between the birth of 
parents and that of their ofTspnng 3a the producing of offspnng; procrea- 
tion b the process of coming or bringing into being <>« of income} 
of electricity} [ME generacioun, fr MF generation, fr L generation-, 
generatio, fr geaeratus] - generational adj 

genprgtivg /'jen( 3 )rativ/ adj having the power or function of generating, 
originating, producing, repr^ucing, etc 
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.generative 'grammar n 1 an ordered set of rules for producing the 
grammatical sentences of a language 2 transformational gram- 
mar 

generator /jenairayta/ n 1 an apjwratus for producing a vapour or gas 
2 dynamo 1; an alternator energy [generate ♦ ‘-or] 
generic /ji'nenk/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of or applied to (members oQ a 
whole group or class 2 (having the rank) of a biological genus [F 
genenque, fr L gcncr~, genus birth, kind, class] - generically adv 
generous /'jen(?)r9s/ adj 1 magnanimous, kindly 2 liberal in giving (e g 
of money or help) 3 marked by abundance, ample proportions, or 
nehness [MF or L, MF genereus, fr L generosus, fr gener-, genus birth, 
family] - generously adv, generousness n, generosity /jena'rosati/ n 
genesis /'jenasis/ n. pi geneses /-.see// the origin or coming into being 
of sthg [L, fr Gk, fr gignesthai to be bom - more at kin] 

Genesis n the first book of the Old Testament [Gk] 
genet /'jemt/ n any of several small Old World flesh-eating mammals 
related to the civets [ME genete, fr MF. fr Ar jamayt] 
genetic /ja'neiik/ adj 1 of or determined by the origin or development 
of sthg 2a of or involving genetics b genic \genesis] - genetically adv 
■genetic /-ja'nctik/ comb form (- adj) -gfnic 1,2 
</5syc/i(>gcnetic> (spermatogeneiic} 

genetic code n the sequence of bases in DNA or RNA strands that 
forms the biochemical basis of heredity and determines the specific amino 
acid sequence in proteins 

ge'netics n pi but sing in constr 1 the biology of (the mechanisms and 
structures involved in) the heredity and vanation of organisms 2 the 
genetic make-up of an organism, type, group, or condition - geneticist 
/-sist/ n 

Geneva bapde A - '^'t^vs/ n pi two stnps of white cloth suspended from 
the front of the collar of some Protestant clergymen [Geneva, city in 
Switzerland, fr their use by the Calvinist clergy of Geneva] 

Geneva convention n any of a senes of agreements, first made at 
Geneva, concerning the treatment of prisoners of war and of the sick, 
wounded, and dead in battle 

Genevan /jd'neev(3)n/ adj or n (of Calvinism or) a Calvinist 
'genial /'jeenyal, ni al/ adj I favourable to growth or comfort; mild 
sunshiney 2 cheerfully gixxJ-tempered, kindly [L gemalis, fr gen/us] - 
genially adv, genialneas n, geniality /-ni'alati/ n 
^genial /ja'neeol/ adj of the chin (Gk geneion chin, fr genys jaw - more 
at chin] 

•genic /-jemk/ comb fonn ( - adj) 1 producing, forming <em/ogcnic> 
2 produced by, formed from (phyto^emc} 3 well-suited to production or 
reproduction by (a specified medium) <p/io/ogenic> <rc/egenic) [ISV 
-gen Sl -geny f -/c] 

genie /'jeem/ n. pi genies also genii /-ni.ic/ a jinn [F genie, fr Ar 
jinniy] 

genital,/'jeoitl/ adj 1 of or being the genitalia or another sexual organ 
2 of or characterized by the final stage of sexual development in which 
oral and anal impulses are replaced by gratification obtained from (sexual) 
relationships - compare anal, oral [ME, fr L genitalis, fr genitus, pp 
of gignere to beget - more at kin] - genitnlly adv 
genitalia /jem'tayli a, -ly?/ n pi the (external) reproductive and sexual 
organs [L, fr neut pi of genitalis] 
genitals /’jemtlz/ n pi the genitalia 

genitiye /'jenitiv/ adj or n (of or in) a grammatical case expressing 
typically a relationship of possessor or source, also sthg in this case - 
compare possessive [adj ME, fr L genetivus, genitivus, lit , of birth, fr 
genitus-, n fr adj] - genitival /-'ticvl/ adj, genitiTally adv 
genito* /jenitoh-/ comb form genital and <genitourr/?ai 7 > [gmital] 
.genito'urinary /-'yooarin(a)n/ adj of the (functions of the) genital and 
urinary organs 

genius /'jeenyas, -ni-as/ n, pi (la) genii /-nt,ie/, (lb A 3) genii also 
geniuses, (4) geniuses also genii Is an attendant spint of a person or place 
b one who influences another for good or bad 2i a peculiar, distinctive, 
or identifying character or spirit (^optimism was the ^ of the Victorian 
era) b the associations and traditions of a place 3 a spirit or jinn 4a a 
single strongly marked capacity or aptitude </iad a ^ for teaching mathsy 
b (a person endowed with) eximordinary intellectual power (as mani- 
fested in creative activity) [L, tutelary spirit, fondness for social enjoy- 
ment. fr gignere to beget] 

.genius 'loci /'lohsie/ n, pi genii loci /‘jeeni.ee/ the pervading spint of 
a place [L] 
geno- - see gen- 

genoa /'jenoh-a/ n a large jib which partly overlaps a ship's mainsail 
[Genoa, city in Italy] 


genocide /'jena.sied/ n the deliberate murder of a racial or cultural 
group ['gen- 4 -cide] - genocidal /-'siedl/ adj 
genome /'jec.nohm/ n a single set of an organism’s chromosomes with 
the genes they contain [G genom, fr gen- 'gen- 4 chromoso/n chromo- 
some] - genomic /ji'nomik/ adj 

genotype /‘jenoh.tiep/ n the genetic constitution of an individual or 
group - compare phenotype - genotypic /-'tipik/ also genotypical adj, 
genotypically adv 

-genous /-janas/ comb form ( - adj) 1 producing; yielding (jalkaligen- 
ous> 2 produced by, onginating in <e/idogenous> [-gen 4 -ous] 
genre /'/honh ra (Fr 3 a:r)/ n 1 a sort, type 2 a categoQ^ of artistic, 
musical, or literary composition charactenzed by a particular style, form, 
or content [F, fr MF genre kind, gender - more at gender] 
gens /jenz/ n, pi gentes /'jenteez/ a clan formed through the male line 
of descent [L gent-, gens - more at gfntle] 
gent /jent/ n a gentleman - nonstandard or humor 
gentamicin /jenta'miesin/ n a broad-spectrum antibiotic used esp to 
treat senous infections [alter of earlier gentamycin, fr genta- (prob irreg 
fr gentian violet-, fr the colour of the organism from which it is produced) 
4 -mycin] 

genteel /jen'teel/ adj la of or appropnate to (the status or manners oO 
the gentry or upper class b free from vulganty or rudeness, polite 2a 
maintaining or stnving to maintain the appearance of supenor social 
status or respectability b marked by false delicacy, prudery, or affectation 
[MF gentil gentle] - genteelly adv, genteelness n 
genteelism /jen'tee,liz(9)m/ n a word believed by its user to be more 
genteel than another (e g stomach for belly) 

gentian /'jensh(3)n/ n any of several related esp mountain plants with 
showy usu blue flowers [ME gencian, fr MFgentiane, fr Lgentiana, perh 
fr Oentius, 2nd-c bc lllynan king said to have discovered its virtues] 
gentian violet n, often cap G&V a violet dye used as a biological stain 
and as a skin disinfectant in the treatment of boils, ulcers, etc 
gentile /'jentiel/ adj or n, often cap (oO a non-Jewish person [ME, fr LL 
gentilis, fr L gent-, gens nation] 

gentility /jen'tilati/ n 1 sing or pi in constr the members of the upper 
class 2a genteel attitudes, behaviour, or activity b supenor social status 
or prestige indicated by manners, possessions, etc [ME gcntHete, fr MF 
gentilete, fr L gentilitat-, gentilitas state of belonging to the same clan, fr 
gentilis] 

'gentle /'jentl/ adj la honourable, distinguished, specif of or belonging 
to a gentleman (of -«• birth} b kind, amiable (bear with me, — reader} 
2 free from harshness, sternness, or violence, mild, soft, also tractable 3 
moderate I, 2a [ME gentil, fr OF, fr L gentilis of a clan, of the same 
clan, fr gent-, gens clan, nation, akin to L gignere to beget - more at kin] 
- gentleness n, gently /'jentli/ adv 
’gentle n a maggot, esp when used as bait for fish ['gentle (soft)] 
’gentle vt to make mild, docile, soft, or moderate 
gentle breeze n wind having a speed of 12 to 19km/h (8 to 12mph) 
'gentle, folk /-.fohk/ also gentlefolks n pi people of good family and 
breeding 

gentleman /'jentiman/ n, pi gentlemen Z-^/ la a man belonging to the 
landed gentry or nobility b a man who is chivalrous, well-mannered, and 
honourable (and of good birth or rank) c a man of independent wealth 
who does not work for gam 2 a valet - usu in gentleman's gentleman 3 
a man of any social class or condition (ladies and gentlemen) - often as 
a courteous reference (show this to a seat} - gentlemanlike adj 
,gentleman-at-'arms n. pi gentlemen-at-arms any of a bodyguard of 40 
gentlemen who attend the Bntish sovereign on state occasions 
'gentlemanly /-li/ adj charactenstic of or having the character of a 
gentleman - gentlemanliness n 

gentleman's agreement gentlemen's agreement n an unwntten 
agreement secured only by the honour of the participants 
'gentle .sex n the female sex 

'gen tie, woman n, pi gentlewomen A.wimin/ la a woman of noble or 
gentle birth b a woman attendant on a lady of rank 2 a lady 
gentry /'jentn/ n. sing or pi in constr 1 the upper class 2 a class whose 
members are (landed proprietors) entitled to bear a coal of arms though 
not of noble rank [ME gentric, alter, of gentnse, fr OF gentense, 
gentelise, fr gentil gentle] 

gents /jents/ n. pi gents often cap, Br a public lavatory for men - chiefly 
infml [short for gentlemen's] 

genuflect /'jenyoo.flekt/ vi to bend the knee, esp in worship or as a 
gesture of respect (to sacred objects) [LL genuflectere, fr L genu knee 4 
flectere to bend - more at knee] - gennflector n, geaufleetkm, genu- 
flexion /•'flek$hj(a)n/ n 
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genuine /*jenyooin/ Mdj 1 actually produced by or proceeding from the 
alleged source or author or having the reputed qualities or character <fAe 
signature is ^ > (this is a ^ antiquey 2 free from pretence; sincere [L 
genuittus native, genuine, akin to L gignere to beget - more at kin) - 
genainely at/v, genuineness n 

genus /^eenas/ n, pi genera /'jenara/ 1 a category in the classification 
of living things ranking between the family and the species 2 a class 
divided into several subordinate classes [L gener-, genus birth, race, kind 

- more at kin] 

•geny /-jani/ comb form (- n) origin; development; mode of production 
of <biogeny> <OA/ogeny> (Gk -geneia act of being bom, fr -genes bom - 
more at -gen] 
geo- - see oe- 

geocentric /jeeoh'sentrik/ adj 1 measured from or observed as if from 
the earth's centre 2 having or relating to the earth as centre - compare 
HELIOCENTRIC - geocentrfcally adv 

.geochro'nology /-kra'nolaji/ n the chronology of the r^ast as indicated 
by geological data - geochronologic /-krohna'lojik/, geochronological 
adj, gcochronologically adv, geocbronologist /-kra'nolajist/ n 
geode /'jee.ohd/ n (a rounded stone having) a cavity lined with crystals 
or mineral matter [L geodes, a gem, fr Gk geod^ earthlike, fr ge earth] 

- geodic /ji'odik/ adj 

'.geo'detic /-'desik, -'deesik/ adj 1 geodetic 2 made of light straight 
structural elements mostly in tension <a ^ domey 
’geodesic n the shortest line on a given surface between 2 points 
geodeny /jt'odasi/ n a branch of applied mathematics that determines the 
exact positions of points and the shape and area of (large portions oO the 
earth’s surface [Gk geodama, fr geo- ge- + daiesthai to divide - more at 
tide] - gcodesift n, geodetic /jeeoh'detik/ adj, geodeticnlly adv 
geography /ji'ografi/ n 1 a saence that deals with the earth and its life; 
esp the description of land, sea, air, and the distnbution oj ^lant and 
animal life including human beings and their industnes 2 the 
geographical features of an area [L geographia, fr Gk gedgraphia, fr 
geographan to describe the earth’s surface, fr geo- 4 graphein to wnte 

- more at carve] - geographer n, geographic /jee a'grafik/, geographical 
adj, geographlctlly adv 

gooid /jecoyd/ n (the shape oO the surface that the earth would have if 
all parts of the earth had the same height as the mean sea level of the 
oceans [G, fr Gk geoeides earthlike, fr ge\ - geoidal /-'oydl/ adj 
goologicai time /jee's'lojikl/ n the time occupied by the earth’s 
geological history * 

geology /ji'obji/ n la a science that deals with the history of the earth’s 
crust, esp as recorded in rocks b a study of the solid matter of a celestial 
body (e g the moon) 2 the geological features of an area [NL geologia, 
fr ge- 4- -logia -logy] - geologist n, geologize w, geological /Jee-a'lojikl/, 
geologic adj, geologically adv 

geomagnetic /jeeohmag'netik/ adj of the earth’s magnetism - geo- 
nagnetically adv, gcomagnetteni /-'magnitiz(3)m/ n, geomagnetist 
/-'magnitist/ n 

geometer /ji'omita/ n 1 a specialist in geometry 2 a geometrid 
geometric /ji'd'metrik/, geometrical /-kl/ adj la of or according to (the 
laws of) geometry b increasing in a geometne progression population 
growthy 2a cap of or being (a style oQ ancient Greek pottery decorated 
with geometric patterns b using, being, or decorated with patterns formed 
from straight and curved lines - geometrically adv 
gaometric mean n the nth root of the product of n numbers (e g the 
square root of 2 numbers) (the of 9 and 4 is Sy 
gaometric progrataion n a sequence (e g 1, V^) in which the ratio 

of any term to its predecessor is constant 

gaomatrid /ji'omatrid/ n any of a family of moths with large wings and 
larvae that are inchworms [deriv of Gk geometres geometer, fr gedmet- 
rein] - geometrid adj 

geometry /ji'omatri/ n la a branch of mathematics that deals with the 
measurement, properties, and relationships of points, lines, angles, sur- 
faces, and soli^ b a particular type or system of geometry 2 (surface) 
shape 3 an arrangement of objects or parts that suggests geometrical 
figures [ME geometne, fr MF, fr L geometria, fr Gk gedmetna, fr 
gedmetrein to measure the earth, fr ged- ge- 4 metron measure - more 
at measure] 

goomorphic /jeeoh'mawfik/ adj of or concerned with the form or solid 
surface features of the earth, moon, etc 

.goomof'phology Amaw*fobji/ n (the geology oO the structure and 
formation of the features of the surface of the earth or other celestial body 
[ISV] - gaoBOf^logiit n, gMiiiorpliologie /-.inawb1<qik/, geomorpho- 
logical adj. geooorphologlcaUy adv. 


geophyaict /-Tiziks/ n pi but smg or pi in constr the physics of the earth 
including meteorology, oceanography, seismology, etc [ISV] - geophysi- 
cal adj, geophysically adv, geophysicist n 

.geo'politics /-'politiks/ n pi but smg in constr the study of the influence 
of geography, economics, and demography on politics * geopolitical adj, 
geopolitically adv 

Qeordio /'jawdi/ n (the dialect oO a native or inhabitant of Tyneside [Sc 
Geordie, nickname for George] - Geordie adj 
georgette /jaw'jet/ n a thin strong clothing crepe of silk or of other 
material with a dull pebbly surface [fr Georgette, a trademark] 
'Georgian /'jawj(a)n/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant or the language) of 
Georgia m the Caucasus i anguage 
’Georgian n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Georgia in the USA 
’Georgian adj 1 (characteristic) of (the time oO the reigns of the first 4 
Georges (1714 to 1830) 2 (charactenstic) of the reign of George V (1910 
to 1936) - Georgian n 

georgic /'jawjik/ n a poem dealing with agneuiture [the Georgies, poem 
by Virgil tl9 uc Roman poet, fr L Georgica, fr Gk georgika lands under 
cultivation] 

.geo'stationary /jeeoh'staysh3n(d)n/ adj of or being an artificial satel- 
lite that travels above the equator at the same speed as the earth rotates, 
so remaining above the same place 

.geo'strophic /-'strofik/ adj of or caused by the rotation of the earth ( - 
windy [ge- 4 Gk strophikos turned, fr strophe turning - more at 
strophe] - geostrophic^ly adv 
.geo'synchronous /-'singkranas/ adj geostationary 
.geotaxis /-'taksis/ n a response of a cell or organism to the force of 
gravity [NL, fr ge- 4 -/ax«] - geotactic /-'taktik/ adj 
.geothermal /-'th^uhml/, geothermic /'thuhmik/ adj of the heat of the 
earth’s intenor rNFRov [ISV ge- i thermal] - geothermally 
adv 

geotropism /jee>a'troh.piz(3)m/ n tropism (e g in the downward growth 
of roots) in which gravity is the orienting factor [ISV ge- i -tropism] - 
geotropic /-'tropik/ adj, geotropically adv 
geranium /ja'raynyam, -nyi*am/ n 1 any of a widely distributed genus 
of plants having radially symmetncal flowers with glands that alternate 
with the petals 2 a pelargonium [NL. genus name, fr L, geranium, fr Gk 
geranion, fr dim of geranos crane - more at crane] 
gerbil also gcrbille /'juh.bil/ n any of numerous Old World mouselike 
desert rodents with long hind legs adapted for leaping [F gcrbille, fr NL 
Gerbillus, genus name, dim of yerNiaJ 
ger'falcon /juh'fawkan, -Talkan/ n a gyrfalcon 
geriatric /jen'atnk/ adj 1 of geriatncs, the aged, or the process of aging 
2 aged, decrepit - derog [Gk geras old age 4 E -latnc] - geriatric n 
.geri’atrics n pi but smg in constr a branch of medicine that deals with 
(the diseases oO old age - geriatrician /-3'tnsh(a)n/ n 
germ /juhm/ n la a small mass of cells capable of developing into (a part 
of) an organism b the embryo of a cereal grain that is usu separated from 
the starchy endosperm dunng milling 2 sthg that serves as an origin 3 
a (disease-causing) microorganism [F germe, fr L germin-, germen, fr 
gignere to beget - more at kin] - germproof adj, germy adj 
german /'juhmsn/ adj having the same parents, or the same grandpar- 
ents, on either the maternal or paternal side ~ usu in comb (brother- 
german) <cou«/i-gcnnan> [ME germain, fr MF, fr L germanus having 
the same parents, irreg fr germen] 

'German n la a native or inhabitant of Germany b one (e g a Swiss 
German) who speaks German as his/her native language outside Ger- 
many 2 the Germanic language of the people of Germany. Austria, and 
parts of Switzerland 3*® language [MVCermanus, fr L, any member 
of the Germanic peoples] 

’German adj (charactenstic) of Germany, the Germans, or German 
germander /juh'manda/ n 1 any of a genus of plants of the mint family 
2 any of several (blue-flowered) speedwell [ME germaunder, fr MF 
germandree, fr ML germandrea, alter, of L^chamaedrys, fr Gk chamaid- 
rys, fr chamai on the ground 4- drys oalc, tree - more at humbie, 
tree) 

germane /juh'mayn/ adj both relevant and appropnate [var of german] 
- geananely adv 

'Germgnic /juh'manik/ adj I German 2 (characteristic) of the Ger- 
manic-speaking peoples 3 of Germanic 
’Germanic n a branch of the Indo-European language family containing 
English, German, Dutch. Afnkaans, Flemish, Frisian, the ^andinavian 
languages, and Gothic 

Germanist /'juhinanist/ n a specialist in German or Germanic language, 
literature, or culture 
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germanium /juh'maynysm, -ni-am/ n a greyish-white metalloid element 
that resembles silicon and is used as a semiconductor pfriodic 
FABKE [NL, fr ML Germania Germany] 

.German 'measles n pi but sing or pi in constr a virus disease that is 
milder than typical measles but is damaging to the foetus when occurring 
early in pregnancy 

Germane- /juhmanoh-/ comb form 1 German nation, people, or culture 
<Germanop/i/ye> 2 German and <Germano-/{ u-suan) 

.German 'shepherd n. chieHy NAm an Alsatian 
.German 'silver n nickei sii vfk 

'germ .cell n (a cell from which is derived) an egg or sperm cell 
germicide /'juhmi.sied/ n sthg that kills germs - germicidal /-'siedl/ 
adj, germicidally adv 

germinal /'juhmini/ adj la in the earliest stage of development b 
creative, seminal 2 (having the characteristics) of a germ cell or early 
embryo [F, fr L germin-, germen - more at gfrm] - germinally /-n^li/ 
adv 

Germinal /zhcaminahl (Fr germinal)/ n the 7th month of the French 
Revolutionary calendar corresponding to 22 March-20 Apnl 
germinal vesicle n the enlarged nucleus of the egg before completion 
of Its meiotic cell division 

germinate /'juhmmayt/ vt to cause to sprout or develop v/ 1 to begin 
to grow, sprout 2 to come into being [L germmatus, pp of germinare to 
sprout, fr germin-, germen bud, germ] - germinative /-nativ/ adj, germi- 
nation /-'naysh(a)n/ n 

'germ .layer n any of the 3 pnmary layers of cells, endoderm, ectoderm. 

or mcsiKlerm, differentiated early in the development of most embryos 
'germ .plasm n the hereditary material of the germ cells; the genes 
geront- /jerorf /, geronto- comb form old person, old age 
(geronto/o/O'Xgerontocracy) (F geront-, geronto-, fr Gk geront-, 
geronto-, fr geront-, geron old man. akin to Gk geras old age] 
gerontocracy /jeron'tokrasi/ n rule by old men (F gerontocratie, fr 
geront- geront- t -cratie -cracy] - gerontocrat /ja'rontakrat/ n, geronto- 
cratic /-'kratik/ adj 

gerontology /jeron'tobji/ n the biology and medicine of aging and the 
problems of the aged [ISV] gerontologist n, gerontological 
/jeronta'iojiki/, gerontologic adj 

-gerous /-jaras/ comb form ( - adj) beanng, producing <£/e/irigerous> {L 
-ger, fr gerere to bear - more at ( asi] 

'gerrymander /'jen.manda/ n (a pattern of distnets resulting from) 
gerrymandering [Flhndge Gerry tl814 US statesman ♦ salamander, fr 
the shape of an election district formed dunng Gerry's governorship of 
Massachusetts] 

’gerrymander vt to divide (an area) into election districts to give one 
political party an electoral advantage - gerrymandering n 
gerund /'jerand/ n a verbal noun in I^tin that expresses generalized or 
uncompleted action [LL genindium, fr Lgerundus, gerundive of gerere 
to bear, carry on - more at <'asi] 

'gerundive /ji'rundiv/ adj or n (of or like) the Latin future passive 
participle that expresses the desirability or necessity of an action and has 
the same suffix as the gerund - gerundively adv, gerundival /jeran'dievi/ 
adj 

’gerundive adj of or similar to the gerund 

gesellschaft /ga'zel.shahft/ n a social relationship or society character- 
ized by mechanistic associations based on division of labour, utility, and 
self-interest - compare gemlinschait [G, companionship, stKiety, fr 
gesell companion + -schaft -ship] 

gesso /'jesoh/ n, pi gessoes 1 plaster of pans or gypsum mixed with glue 
for use in painting or making bas-relief^s 2 a paste used as a basis for 
painting or gilding on wood or occas canvas [It, lit , gy^m, fr L 
gypsum] 

gest, geste /jest/ n a tale of adventures, esp a romance in verse [MEgesfe 
- more at jest] 

gestalt /ga'shtalt/ n, pi gestalten /-tn/, gestalts a structure, pattern, etc 
(e g a melody) that as an object of perception constitutes a functional unit 
with properties not denvable from the sum of its parts [G. lit., shape, 
form] 

Gestalt psychology n the stady of perception and behaviour using the 
theory that perceptions, reactions, etc are gestalts 
gestapo /g3's(h)tahpoh/ n, pi gestapos a secret-police organization 
operating esp against suspected traitors; specif, cap that of Nazi Germany 
[G, fr Geheime 5(aat.^lizei secret state police] 
gestate /jestayt/ vt to carry in gestation ~ kt to be in the process of 
gestation [back-formation fr gestation] 

gestation /jc'staysh(9)n/ n 1 the carrying of young in the uterus, 


pregnancy 2 conception and development, esp in the mind [L gestation-, 
gestatio, fr gestatus, pp of gestare to bear, fr gestus, pp of gerere to bear] 

- gestational adj 

gesticulate /je'stikyoo.layt/ vi to make expressive gestures, esp when 
speaking < d ro the waiter for the bill - Rebecca West) [L gesticulatus, 
pp of gesticulan, fr (assumed) L gesticulus, dim of L ^esrus] - gesticula- 
tor n, gesticulativc /-btiv/ adj, gesticulatory /-btn/ adj, gesticulation 
/-'laysh(a)n/ n 

'gesture /'jescha/ n la a movement, usu of the body or limbs, that 
expresses or emphasizes an idea, sentiment, or attitude b the use of 
gestures 2 slhg said or done for its effect on the attitude^ of others or to 
convey a feeling (eg fnendliness) [ML gestura mode of action, fr L 
gestus, pp] - gestural adj 

’gesture vh to make or express (by) a gesture 

'gat /get/ vb -tt-; got; got /got/, NAm also gotten /’gotn/; nonstandard 
pres pi A I & 2 sing got vt 1 to gain possession of eg a to obtain by 
way of benefit or advantage < ^ the better of an enemy} <got little for his 
trouble} b to obtain by concession or entreaty your mother's 

permission to go) c to seek out and fetch or provide blackbemes in 

the wo(xf) < ~ you a present} d to acquire by memonzing or calculation 
the verse by heart} the answer to a problem} e to seize 2a to 
receive as a return, earn (he got a bad reputation for carelessness} b to 
become affected by, catch <gol measles from his sister} c to be subjected 
to the sack} 3 to beget 4a to cause to come, go, or move (quickly 
his luggage through customs} (grumbling won't ^ you anywhere} b 
to bnng into a specified condition by direct action my shoes 
mended} (let me this clear} c to prevail on, induce <- the Russians 
to give an English broadcast - SEU S^> 5 to make ready, prepare < ^ 
dinner} 6a to overcome </'// ^ him on that point} b to take vengeance 
on, specif io kill (out to ^ his man} 7a to have - used in the present 
perfect tense form with present meaning (I've got no money} b to have 
as an obligation or necessity - used in the present perfect tense form with 
present meaning, f to and an understood or expressed infinitive (he has 
got to come} (I won't if f haven't got to} 8a to hear </ didn't quite ^ 
that for the noise} b to establish communication with her on the 
telephone} 9a to puzzle (you've really got me there} b to irntate (his 
supenor attitude really -s me} 10 to hit him on the ear with a 
potato} 11 to understand (don't me wrong} 12 to affect emotionally 
(the sight of her tears got him) -^vi 1 to reach or enter into the specified 
condition or activity < — drunk} ( food's -^ting cold}(^ 
moving} (you're ting a big girl now) (they got mamed last week) - 
used as a verbal auxiliary instead of be to form the passive < wouldn't take 
the slightest risk of ^ ting trapped inside - SEU W> 2a to reach, arnvc 
(where's my pen got to’.^ b to succeed in coming or going into my 
jeans} (at last we're ^ ting wmeu here} (^ to sleep after midnight} c to 
contnve by effort, luck, or permission - ♦ to and an infinitive (when you 
to know him} (she never -s to dnve the car} USE (vt 
9a, 9b, 10, 1 1 , & 1 2) infml [MEgefen, fr ON geta to get, beget, akin to OE 
bigietan to beget, L prehendere to seize, grasp. Gk chandanein to hold, 
contain] - get ahead to achieve success (determined to get ahead in life} 

- get a move on to hurry up - get at 1 to reach effectively <get at the 
truth} 2 to influence corruptly, bnbe 3 to nag, tease 4 to mean, imply 
(what's he getting at*^) - get away with to do (a reprehensible act) 
without cnticism or penalty - get cracldng/weaving to make a start, get 
going (ought to get cracking on the washing up} - infml ~ get even with 
to repay in kind; revenge oneself on - get into to possess, dominate 
(what's got into you^ - get it catch it - get off one's bike Austr to 
become annoyed - infml - get one's eye in chiefly Br to get into practice; 
specif to gain ability to judge the speed and direction of a moving ball - 
get one's goat to make one angry or annoyed - infml - get one's own back 
to revenge oneself - get on one's high horse to adopt an unyielding and 
usu arrogant attitude - get outside to eat (sthg) - infml - get over 1 to 
overcome, surmount 2 to recover from 3 to accept calmly (can’t get 
over your beard} ~ gel rid of to nd oneself of. disencumber oneself of by 
eliminating, dismissing, or cleanng away ~ get round 1 to circumvent, 
evade 2 to cajole, persuade - get the better of to overcome - get there 
1 to be successful 2 to understand what is meant - get the wind up to 
become frightened - infml - get the wrong end of the stick to misunder- 
stand sthg - get through 1 to reach the end of; complete 2a use up 1 
<got through a lot of money} b while away (hardly knew how to get 
through his days} - get under one's skin to cause one persistent and often 
troublesome imtation, stimulation, or excitement - get up someone's 
nose to imtatc sby intensely - infml * get wind of to become 
aware of 
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Ice Ages 

The graph shows climatic fluctuations in the Pleistocene epoch, 
some 10,000 to 2,000,000 years ago We now live in one of 
the warm interglacial periods that alternate with cold glacial 
stages, the latter being named after German river valleys from 
which evidence for them has been gained The map shows the 
maximum extent of the ice caps in the northern hemisphere 
during the Wurm period 
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180 million years ago 
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Continental drift 

Continents, which are composed of 
rigid rock plates, glide slowly over the 
semi-molten mantle beneath the 
earth's crust. Geologists can work 
backwards from the present positions 
of the continents to suggest their 
positions in past geological eras. 


Intense stress set up in the earth's 
crust by continental drift results in 
earthquakes as movement occurs 
along fault planes. The Himalaya range 
is thought to have been thrown up by 
the pressure of the Indian plate sliding 
beneath the Eurasian plate. Along the 
Pacific coast of North America two 
plates are sliding past each other, 
causing earthquakes as the stress 
builds up at an obstruction and is 
suddenly released Seismologists can 
determine the location, or epicentre, 
of an earthquake by analyzing the 
shockwaves it emits, recorded at a 
number of seismic stations. 



Volcanoes 

A volcano erupts when molten rock (magma) forces its way 
through the earth's crust from the mantle. A characteristic 
volcanic mountain is formed by a cone of ash and lava 
thrown out from the vent Laccoliths, dykes, and sills are 
form'ed where molten rock flows into the cracks in adjacent 
sedimentary rocks. 
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Coastlines 

Erosion by wave action causes the retreat of coastlines. 
Where a coast is composed of rocks of varying resistance 
headlands and bays will form. Wave action concentrates on 
the promontories, eroding the headlands into caves, 
sea-arches, and stacks There is a general tendency for 
irregularities to be smoothed out. Material carried by the 
coastal currents is deposited in sheltered areas as the wave 
speeds decrease Spits and lagoons are created by the 
movement and deposition of shingle along the coastline. 


high mountains 
and plateaux 



gently sloping hills 


low fiat flood plain 

Rivers 

In hilly or mountainous areas fast-moving streams and 
rivers carry along silt, pebbles, and even larger pieces of 
rock, causing erosion and the cutting of valleys. Where the 
slope is less steep the current slows, depositing some of the 
material (alluvium). The course of the river may be twisted 
into meanders which sometimes become cut off, forming 
oxbow lakes. Deltas are formed where the current is 
checked on meeting the sea and it flows round the resulting 
deposits of silt and pebbles. 
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n 1 sthg begotten 2 a successful return of a difTicuU shot in tennis, 
squash, etc 3 A* a git - slang 

get about vi 1 to be up and about; be well enough to walk 2 to become 
circulated, esp orally ithc news soon got about) 
get across vb to make or become clear or convincing 
get along V1 l to move away, leave for another destination 2 to manage 
3 to be or remain on congenial terms 
getaway /get9.way/ n a departure, escape 

get back w to return, revert - f/tt back at to gain revenge on; retaliate 
against 

get by vt l to manage, survive <we7/ get by without your Ae/p) 2 to 
succeed by a narrow margin, be just about acceptable 
get down vi to leave or descend (e g from a vehicle) ^ W 1 to depress 
<rAe weather was getting her down) 2 to swallow <get this medicine 
down) 3 to record in writing <get down the details') - get down to to 
apply senous attention or consideration to, concentrate one's 
efforts on 

get off VI 1 to start, leave 2 to escape from a dangerous situation or from 
punishment (^won't get off lightly) 3 to leave work with permission 4 Br 
to start an amorous or sexual relationship - often 4 with\ slang ^ vr 1 
to secure the release of or procure a modified penalty for 0is lawyers got 
him off with little difficulty) 2 to send, post 

get on w l get along 2 to become late or old - get on for to come 
near; approach (he's getting on for 9(7) 
get out VI 1 to emerge, escape (doubted that he would get out alive) 2 
to become known, leak 2 (their secret got out) ^ vr 1 to cause to emerge 
or escape 2 to bnng before the public; esp to publish <get a new hook 
out) 

get round vi get about 2 - get round to to give esp overdue attention 
or consideration 

getter /*geta/ n a substance introduced into a vacuum tube, electric lamp, 
etc to remove traces of gas ('get + *-eb) 

*get-t 0 .gether n an (informal social) gathering or meeting 
get together vt to bnng together, accumulate ^ vi 1 to come together, 
assemble 2 to unite in discussion or promotion of a project 
getup /*get,up/ n the outer appearance; specif an outfit, clothing - 
infml 

get up vj la to arise from bed b to nse to one’s feet 2 to go ahead or 
faster - used in the imperative as a command, esp to dnven animals ^ vt 
1 to organize <got up a party for the newcomers) 2 to arrange the external 
appearance of; dress 3 to acquire a knowledge of 4 to create in oneself 
(can’t get up an atom of sympathy for them) 
geum /'jce-am/ n an avens (NL, fr L gaeum, geum herb bennet] 
gewgaw /'gyooh.gaw/ n a bauble, trinket [origin unknown] 
gey /gay/ adv, chiefly Scot very, quite [alter, of gay, adv] 
geyser /geeza; sense 1 also 'gieza/ n 1 a spring that intermittently throws 
out jets of heated water and steam 2 Br an apparatus with a boiler in 
which water (e g for a bath) is rapidly healed by a gas flame and may be 
stored [Iccl Geysir, name of a hot spring in Iceland, fr geysir gusher, fr 
geysa to rush forth, fr ON, akin to OE gwtan to pour - more at 
‘found] 

gherial /'geari-al/ n a gavial [Hindi ghanyal] 
gharry /gan/ n a usu horse-drawn Indian taxi [Hindi gari] 
ghastly /'gahstli/ adj la (temfyingly) horrible (a ^ crime) b intensely 
unpleasant, disagreeable, or objectionable <5ucA a life seems ^ in its 
emptiness and stcniity - Aldous Huxley) 2 pale, wan [ME gastly, fr 
gasten to ternfy] - ghastlincsa n 

ghat /gawt/ n a broad flight of steps providing access to an Indian river 
[Hindi ghaf] 

Qhazi /gabzi/ n a Muslim soldier fighting a non-Muslim adversary [Ar 
ghazij 

ghaa, gU /gee/ n a semifluid clarified butter made, esp in India, from 
cow's or buffalo's milk [Hindi ghi, fr Skt ghria; akin to Mir gert 
milk] 

gharkin /'guhkin/ n 1 (a slender annual climbing plant of the cucumber 
family that bears) a small prickly fruit used for pickling 2 the small 
immature fruit of the cucumber used for pickling [Dgurken, pi of gurk 
cucumber, fr augurk, fr LO augarke^ fr MLG, fr Pol ogurek, fr MOk 
agouros watermelon, cucumber] 

ghatto /'getoh/ n. pi ghettos, gbettoes 1 part of a city in which Jews 
formerly lived 2 an often slum area of a city in which a minority group 
live, esp because of social, legal, or economic pressures; broadly an area 
with t predominant type of resident [It] 

Ohiballil^ /gibi.lien/ n a member of a political party in medieval Italy 
mppordlil the Gentian emperors ~ compare ouelp [It Ohibellino, fr Olt, 


fr MHG Wibeling name of the Salian emperors, fr Wibeling castle in 
Franconia, Germany] 
ghillie /'gill/ n a gillie 

'ghost /gohsi/ n ! the scat of life or intelligence (give up the ^) 2 a 
disembodied soul; esp the soul of a dead person haunting the living 3a 
a faint shadowy trace (a of a smile) b the least bit (didn’t have a 
of a chance) 4 a false image in a photographic negative or on a television 
screen 5 a ghost-writer 6 a red blood ceil that has lost its haemoglobin 
[ME gost, gast, fr OE gast\ akin to OHG geist spint, Skt hetfa anger] - 
ghostlike adj 
'ghost vb to ghostwnte 

'ghostly /-li/ adj of. like, or being a ghost; spectral - ghostlincas n 
'ghost .town n a once-flounshing but -now deserted town 
'ghostwrite /-.riet/ vb ghostwrote /-.roht/, ghostwritten /-.nt(a)n/ to 
wnte (eg a speech) for another who is the presumed author 
[back-formation fr ghost- wnter] - ghost-writer n 
ghoul /g(X)hl/ /} 1 a evil being of Arabic legend that robs graves and feeds 
on corpses 2 one who enjoys the macabre [Ar ghul, fr ghala to seize] - 
ghoulish adj, ghoulishly adv, gboulishness n 
ghyll /gil/ n 'gii l 

'Gl /jee 'le/ adj (charactcnstic) of US military personnel or equipment 
[galvanized iron, fr abbr used in listing articles such as rubbish bins, but 
taken as abbr for government issue or general issue] 

*GI n, pt CPs, GIs a member of the US army, esp a private 
'giant /'jie ant/ n 1 fern giantess /-tis/ a legendary humanoid being of 
great stature and strength 2 sby or sthg extraordinanly large 3 a person 
of extraordinary powers (a literary '->) [ME giaunt, fr MF geant, fr L 
gigant-, gigas, fr Gk] - giantlike adj 
'giant adj extremely large ^ 

giant anteater n a large S Amencan antcater endangered 
giant hog weed n a plant that is a close relative of cow parsnip but 
grows to more than 3m ( lOft) tall 
giantism /'jie-9ntiz(a)m/ n giantism 
.giant 'panda n panda 2 ENDANorREi) 

.giant se'quoia n big tree 

giaour /'jowa/ n one ouUide the Muslim faith; infidei la (Turk 
gavur] 

'gibber /jiba/ VI to make rapid, inarticulatf, and usu incomprehensible 
utterances (a ^ mg idiot) [imit] 

'gibber n, Austr a small stone, a pebble, also a boulder, rock [prob native 
name in Australia] 

gibberellin /jibo'rclm/ n any of several plant hormones that promote 
shoot growth [NL Gibberella fujikoroi, fungus from which it was first 
isolated] 

gibberish /'jibansh/ n unintelligible or meaningless language [prob fr 
^gibber] 

gibbet /jibit/ vt or n (to execute or expose on) an upnght post with an 
arm for hanging the bodies of executed cnminals [n ME giber, fr OF, vb 
fr n] 

gibbon /'gib(a)n/ n any of several tailless Asian anthropoid tree-dwelling 
apes [F] 

gibbous /’gibas/ adj la of the moon or a planet seen with more than half 
but not all of the apparent disc illuminated b swollen on 1 side, convex, 
protuberant 2 having a hump; humpbacked [ME, fr MF gibbeus, fr LL 
gibbosus humpbacked, fr L gibbus hump] - gibbously adv, gibbousness 
n, gibbosity /gi'bosott/ n 

gibe, Jibe /jicb/ vb to jeer (at) (perh fr MFgiber to shake, handle roughly] 

- gibe n, ^ber n 

giblets /'jiblits/ npla fowl’s heart, liver, or other edible internal organs 

- compare haslet [ME gibelet entrails,; garbage, fr MF, stew of wild- 
fowl] 

gid /gid/ n a disease, esp of sheep, caused by the larva of a tapeworm 
developing in the brain [back-formatioa fr giddy] 
giddap /gi'dup/ intetj gee-up [alter, of get up] 
giddy /'gidi/ adj 1 lightheartedly frivolous 2n feeling, or causing to feel, 
a sensation of unsteadiness and lack of balance as if everything is whirling 
round b whirling rapidly [ME gidy mad* foolish, fr OE gydig possessed, 
mad; akin to OE god] - giddily adv, giddiness n 
gle /gee/ vb, chiefly Scot to give [by alter.] 

'gift /gift/ n 1 a natural capacity or talent 2 sthg freely given by one 
person lo another 3 the act, right, or power of giving (the regional fund 
. .is not in M Pompidou ’s - - The Times) (ME, fr ON, something given, 
talent; akin to OE giefan to give] - gift of the gab the ability to talk glibly 
and persuasively - infml 
'gift vt to present 
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'gifted adj 1 having or revealing great natural ability 2 highly intelligent 
<'N' children';^ - glftedly adv, giftedness n 

.Gift of 'Tongues n inspired ecstatic speaking, spec//' that occurring 
among the followers of Jesus at Pentecost 

'gift .token n a certified statement redeemable for merchandise to the 
amount stated thereon - compare token 5 
'gift .wrap vr to wrap (merchandise intended as a gift) dccoratively 
'gig /gig/ /I 1 a long light ship’s boat propelled by oars, sails, etc 2 a light 
2-whcclcd one-horse carnage [ME gigg top, perh of Scand ongm; akin 
to ON geiga to turn aside, akin to OE gcoman, ginian to yawn - more at 
yawn] 

*gig n a pronged spear for catching fish (short for earlier fizgig, fishgig, 
of unknown origin] 

a musician's engagement for a specified time, esp such an engage- 
ment for I performance [ongm unknown] 
giga* /jiga-, giga-/ comb form one thousand million (10’) <gigavo//) IrV* 
PHYSICS [ISV, fr Gk gigas giant] 

'giga, hertz /-.huhts/ n a unit of frequency equal to 1.000,000,000 hertz 
[ISV giga- + hertz] 

gigant- /jiegant-/, glganto* comb form giant <gigant/.«/n> (Gk, fr gigani-, 
gigas] 

gigantic /jie'gantik/ adj unusually great or enormous - gigantically 
adv 

gigantism /'jiegan,tiz(3)m. n development of a plant or animal to 
abnormally large size 

'giggle /’gigl/ vi giggling r gigl mg, 'giglmg/ to laugh with repeated short 
catches of the breath (and in a silly manner) [imit] - giggler ri, gigglini^y 
adv 

'giggle n l an.a<’t or instance of giggling 2 chiefly Br sthg that amuses 
or diverts - chiefly mfml <c//d it for a ^ > - giggly adj 
gigolo /'zhigaloh/ n. pi gigolos 1 a man paid by a usu older woman for 
companionship or sex 2 a professional dancing partner or male escort (F. 
back-formation fr gigolette girl who frequents public dances, prostitute, 
fr giguer to dance - more at jig] 

gigot /'zhigoh, 'jigat/ n a (cooked) leg of meat (e g lamb) [MF, dim of 
gtgue fiddle - more at jig; fr us shape] 

'gigot .sleeve n a leg-of-mutton sleeve 

gigue /zheeg/ n a lively dance movement having compound tnple 
rhythm and consisting of 2 sections, each of which is repeat^ - compare 
JIG [F more at jig] 

'Gile .monster /’hccia/ n a large orange and black venomous lizard of 
SW USA [Gila, river m Arizona. USA] 

'gild /gild/ vt gilded, gilt /gilt/ 1 to overlay (as if) with a thin covenng 
of gold 2 to give an attractive but often deceptive appearance to [ME 
gilden, fr OE gyldan, akin to OE gold] - gilder n, gilding n - gild the lily 
to add unnecessary ornamentation to sthg beautiful in its own right 
'gild n a guild 

gilet /'zheelay/ n t a bodice or part of a bodice styled like a waistcoat 
2 a loose waistcoat [F, fr Sp^//etx>, laleco, fr Ar jalikah. a garment worn 
by slaves, fr Turk yelek waistcoat] 

'gill /jil/ n UNIT [ME gille, perh fr MF gille. gelle vat, tub, fr L 
gerulus bearer, earner, fr gerere to bear - more at cast] 

'gill /gil/ n 1 an organ, esp of a fish, for oxygenating blood using the 
oxygen dissolved in water 2 the flesh under or about the chin or jaws - 
usu pi with sing meaning 3 any of the radiating plates forming the 
undersurface of the cap of some fungi (e g mushrooms) [ME gile, gille, 
prob of Scand ongm; akin to OSw gel, geel gill, jaw, ON g/ilnar lips) - 
gilled adj 

'gill, ghyll /gil/ n, Br la ravine 2 a narrow mountain stream or nvulet 
[ME gille, fr ON gil] 

'gill .cover /gil/ n the operculum 

gillie, giily, ghillle /*gili/ n an attendant to shy who ls hunting or fishing 
in Scotland [ScGael gille & IrGael giolla boy, servant] ^ 

gillion /'gilyan/ n. Br a thousand millions - compare billion — f" 
NUMBER [giga- + million] - gilUon adj, gilHonth adj or n 
'gill .net n a flat net suspended vertically in the water with meshes for 
entangling fishes* gills - gilinct vr 

gillyflower /'jili.flowa/ n any of several plants having clove-scented 
flowers, e g a an Old World pink h a wallflower [by folk etymology fr 
ME gthfre clove, fr MF gtrofle, gilofre, fr L caryophyllum, fr Gk 
karyophyllon, fr karyon nut f phyllon leaf - more at careen, blade] 
'gilt /gilt/ covered with gold or gilt; of the colour of gold [ME fr pp 
of gilden to gild] 

'gilt n 1 (sthg that resembles) gold laid on a surface 2 superficial bnlliance; 
surface attraction 3 a gilt-^ged security - usu pi 


'gilt n a young female pig [MEgylte, fr ON gyltr, akin to OE gelte young 
sow - more at c.fi d] 

.gilt-edged, gilt-edge adj 1 of the highest quality or reliability 2 of 
government secunties havmg a guaranteed fixed interest rate and redeem- 
able at face value 

gimbal /'jimbi, 'gimbi/ n a device that allows a ship’s compass, stove, etc 
to remain level when its support is tipped - usu pi with sing, meaning 
[alter of obs gemel, gimmal (double nng), denv of L geminus twin] 
gimcrack /’jim.krak/ n a showy unsubstantial object of little use or value 
[perh alter of ME gibecrake, of uncertain meaning] - gimcrack adj, 
gimcrackery n 

'gimlet /’gimlit/ n 1 a tool for bonng small holes in wood, usu consisting 
of a crosswise handle fitted to a tapered screw - compare auger 2 a 
cocktail consisting of lime juice, gin or vodka, and soda water (ME fr 
MF guimbelet] 

'gimlet adj, of eyes piercing, penetrating (give him a gimlet-cyed 
stare) 

gimmick /"gimik/ n a scheme, device, or object devised to gam attention 
or publicity [ongm unknown] - gimmickry n, gimmicky adj 
'gin /jm/ n any of various tools or mechanical devices e g a a snare or 
trap for game b a machine for raising or moving heavy weights c cxjtton 
GIN [ME gin, modif of OF engin - more at engine] 

'gin vt -nil- 1 to snare 2 to separate (cotton fibre) from seeds and waste 
matenal - ginner n, ginning n 

*gin n a spirit made by distilling a mash of gram with juniper bemes [by 
shortening A alter fr geneva, modif of obs D genever (now jenever), lit., 
juniper, fr L juniperus] 

^gin n, Austr a female abongme - derog. compare i ubra [native name in 
Australia] 

,gin and 'it n, Br a drink that consists of gm and Italian vermouth [//, 
short for Italian (vermouth)] 

ginger /"jinja/ n la (any of several cultivated tropical plants with) a 
thickened pungent aromatic underground stem used (dned and ground) 
as a spice, or candied as a sweet b the spice usu prepared by drying and 
grinding ginger 2 a strong brown colour [ME, fr OF gimgibre, fr ML 
gingiber. alter, of L zingiber, fr Gk zingibens, prob modif of Skt imgav- 
era] - gingery adj 

.ginger 'ale n a sweet yellowish carbonated nonalcoholic dnnk flavoured 
with ginger 

.ginger 'beer n a weak alcoholic effervescent dnnk of milky appearance, 
made by the fermentation of ginger and syrup; also a similar nonalcoholic 
commercial preparation 

'gingerbread /-.bred/ n a thick biscuit or cake made with treacle or 
syrup ipJ flavoured with ginger [ME gingerbreed, by folk etymology fr 
gingebi/i}- ginger paste, fr OF gingembraz, fr gimgibre] 

'ginger .group /i. Bra pressure group (e g within a political party) urging 
stronger action 

gingerly /’jmjali/ adj very cautious or careful [perh fr MF gensor, 
genzor, compar of gent well-born, dainty, delicate] - giagerlineis n, 
gingerly adv 

'ginger ,nut n a hard bnttle biscuit flavoured with ginger 
'ginger .snap n ginger nut 

ginger up vt to stir to activity, vitalize (ginger up boardroom attitudes 
- Punch} [fr the practice of stimulating a horse with ginger] 
gingham /ging-am/ n a plain- weave often checked clothing fabric usu 
of yam-dyed cotton [modif of Malay genggang checkered cloth] 
gingiv-, gingivo- comb form gum, gums (gingivitis) [L gingiva] 
gingiva /jin’jirva/ n, pi gingiTae /-vi/ 'gum [L - more at conger] - 
gingival adj 

ginkgo /'gingk.goh. 'ging.koh/ , gingko /"gingikoh/ n, pi giakgoci, 
gingkoes a showy (ornamental) Chinese gymnospermous tree with 
fan-shaped leaves and yellow fruit plant [NL Ginkgo, genus name, 
fr Jap ginkyo] 

'gin .palace n a gaudy public house - derog 
.gin 'rummy n a form of rummy in which each of 2 players is dealt 10 
cards and each may end play when the value of his/her unmatched caids 
IS less than 10 [’gm] 

ginseng /'jin.seng/ n (the aromatic root, widely valued as a tonic, oO a 
Chinese or American plant of the ivy family [Chin (Pek) jen^-shea'] 
.gippy Tummy /'jipO n indigestion and diarrhoea (affecting visitors to 
hot countnes) - infml [gippy by shortening A alter, fr Egyptian] 
gipsy, NAm gypay /'jipsi/ 1 oBen cap a member of a dark Caucasian 
people coming orig from India to Europe in the 14th or 1 5th c and leading 
a migratory way of life 2 a person who moves from place to place; a 
wanderer [by shortening A alter, fr ^;yprjan] 
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'gipsy »moth n an Old World tussock moth whose hairy caterpillar is a 
destructive defoliator of trees 

giraffe /ji'raf, ji'rahf/ n, pi giraffes, esp collectively giraffe a large 
Afncan ruminant mammal witl^a very long neck and a beige coat marked 
with brown or black patches O” Liri: cycle [It giraffs, fr Ar zira- 
fah] 

girandole /jiran,dohI/ /i 1 a radiating and showy composition (of 
skyrockets fired together) 2 an ornamental branched candle holder [F & 
It, F, fr It gtnuidola, fr girare to turn, fr LL gvrare, fr L gyrus circle, 
spiral) 

giraaol, girasole /'jira.$ol, vsohl/ n an opal that gives out fiery reflections 
in bnght light [It girasole, fr girare f sole sun, fr L sol - more at 
'soij^r] 

gird /guhd/ vb girded, girt /guht/ vt la to encircle or bind with a flexible 
band (e g a belt) b to surround 2 to provide or equip with a sword 3 to 
prepare (oneselO for action vi to prepare for action [ME girden, fr OE 
gyrdan, akin to OE geard yard - more at 'yard] - gird one's loins, gird 
op one's loins to prepare for action; muster one's resources 
girder /'guhda/ n a honzontal main supporting beam [gird + '-er] 
'girdle /'guhdl/ n 1 sthg that encircles or confines e g a a belt or cord 
encircling the body, usu at the waist b a woman's tightly fitting undergar- 
ment that extends from the waist to below the hips c a bony ring at the 
front and rear end of the trunk of vertebrates supporting the arms or legs 
d a nng made by the removal of the bark and cambium round a plant stem 
or tree trunk 2 the edge of a cut gem that is grasped by the setting [ME 
gircM, fr OE gyrdei, akin to OHG gurtil girdle, OE gyrdan to gird] 
’girdle vt girdling /gubdiing/ 1 to encircle (as lO with a girdle 2 to cut 
a girdle round (esp a tree), usu in order to kill 
’girdle n, Scot A dial Eng a gnddle [ME (Sc) girdill, girdil, alter of ME 
gredil - more at griddlf] 

girl /guhl/ n la a female child b a young unmarried woman 2a a 
sweetheart, girlfriend b a daughter 3 a woman - chiefly infml [MEgurle. 
giric young person of either sex] >■ girlhood n, girlish adj, girlishness n 
.girl 'Friday n a female general assistant, esp in an office [girl Fnday 
as in man Fnday, character in the novel Robinson Crusoe by Daniel 
Defoe tl73l E writer] 

'girl.friand /-.frend/ n 1 a frequent or regular female companion of a boy 
or man; esp one with whom he is romantically involved 2 a female 
fnend 

.girl 'guide n, chiefly Br guide 3 - not now used technically 
girlie, giriy /'guhli/ adj featuring nude or scantily clothed young women 
<- magazines} 

.girl 'scout n, NAm guide 3 

girn /pm/ vi. Scot A N Eng to be peevish or fretful [ME gimen, alter 
of gnnnen to grin, snarl] - gim n 

giro /'jie(a)roh/ n a computenzed low-cost system of money transfer 
comparable to a current account that is one of the national post office 
services in many European countries [G, fr It. turn, transfer, fr L gyrus 
circle, spiral] 

girt /guht/ vb to gird [ME girten, alter of girden to gird] 

'girth /guhth/ n 1 a strap that passes under the body of a horse or other 
animal to fasten esp a saddle on its back 2 a measurement of thickness 
. round a body [ME. fr ON gjorth-, akin to OE gyrdan to gird] 

’girth vt 1 to encircle 2 to bind or fasten with a girth 
gismo /’gizmoh/ n, pi gismos a gizmo 

gist /jist/ tt the main point of a matter; the essence [AF, it lies, fr MF, 
fr gesir to lie, fr L jacere - more at adjacent] 
git /git/ n, chiefly Br a worthless, contemptible, or foolish person -^lang 
[var of get (offspring, bastard), fr ’^e/] 

gittorn /gituhn/ n a medieval guitar [ME^reme, fr MF guiteme, modif 
of OSp guitarra guitar] 

'givs /giv/ vb gave /gayv/; given /'giv(a)n/ vt 1 to make a present of 
a doll to a child} 2a to grant, bestow, or allot (by formal action) b to 
accord or yield to another blood} him her confidence} 3a to 
administer as a sacrament or medicine b to commit to another as a trust 
or responsibility (gave her his coat to hold} c to convey or express to 
anothff ('^ a/I order} my regards to your family} 4a to proffer, 
present (for another to use or act on) (gave his hand to the visitor} b to 
surrender (oneself) to a partner in sexual intercourse 5 to present to view 
or observation (gave a signaf} (gave no sign of life} 6a to present for, or 
provide by way of, entertainment (^^ a party} b to present, perform, or 
deliver in public <~ a lecture} (^ a piano recital} 7 to propose as a toast 
</ ^ you the Queen} 8 to attnbute, ascribe (gave all the glory to Ood} 
9 to yield as a product or effect (cows ^ milk} {84 divided by 12 
^ 7} {she gave him two sons} 10 to make known; show {the thermometer 


the temperature} 11 to yield possession of by way of exchange; pay 
12 to make, execute, or deliver (e g by some bodily action) (gave him a 
push} {the ship gave a lurch} (gave a hollow laugh} 13a to inflict as 
punishment (gave the boy a whipping} b to cause to undergo; impose ( ^ 
them a spelling test} {^ it a try} 14a to award by formal verdict (^ 
Judgment against the plaintiff} b to make a specified ruling on the status 
of (a player) {Bowles was ^ n offside} 15a to offer for consideration, 
acceptance, or use {don't ~ me that old line} b to agree to act in 
accordance with (7 you my word}{^ a legal undertaking} 16a to 
cause to have or receive {mountains always gave him pleasure} b to cause 
to catch or contract {digging ^sme backache} c to cause (sby) (to think 
or wonder) (7 was given to understand that he was ill} 17 to apply freely 
or fully, devote (^ one's time to the service of others} 18 to allow, 
concede {it's late, 7 - you that} 19 to earc to the extent of {didn't 
a hang} ^vi 1 to make gifts 2 to yield or collapse in response to pressure 
{the fence gave under his weight} 3 to afford a view or passage; open {the 
door ^ s directly upon the garden} 4 of weather to become mild 5 to 
impart information; talk - infml 6 to happen; go on 3 - slang {what 
^ s^ [ME given, of Scand ongin, akin to OSw giva to give, akin to OE 
giefan, gifan to give, L habere to have, hold] - giver n - give a dog a bad 
name to implant prejudice by slander - give a good account of to acquit 
(oneself) well - give a miss chiefly Br to avoid, bypass {language learners 
give Russian a miss - r£5> - give as good as one gets to counterattack 
with equal vigour - give birth to 1 to bring forth as a mother 2 to be 
the cause or origin of - give chase to go in pursuit - give ground to 
withdraw before supenor force, retreat - give me 1 prefer (give me 
lA)ndon any dayf} ~ give or take allowing for a specified imprecision 
{three hours, give or take a few minutes either way} - give place to yield 
by way of being superseded {valves give place to transistors} - give 
someone a wide berth to stay at a safe distance from sby - give someone 
best Br to acknowledge sby’s siipenonty - give someone/sometbing 
his/her/lts head 1 to give sby or sthg greater freedom and responsibility 
2 to allow (a horse) to gallop - give someone rope to give sby free scope 
- give the lie to to belie ~ give way la to retreat, give ground b to 
yield the nght of way (gave way to oncoming traffic} 2 to yield oneself 
without restraint or control (give way to tears} 3a to yield (as lO to 
physical stress {the wind caused the roof to give way) b to yield to 
entreaty or insistence 4 give pi ace 
’give n the capacity or tendency to yield to pressure; resilience, elasticity 
{there's no ^ in this mattress} {there's no in her political opin- 
ions} 

.give-and-'take n 1 the practice of making mutual concessions 2 the 
good-natured exchange of ideas or words 

'give,away /-a, way/ /i 1 an unintentional revelation or betrayal 2 sthg 
given free or at a reduced pnee 

give away vt 1 to make a present of 2 to hand over (a bnde) to the 
bndegroom at a wedding 3a to betray b to disclose, reveal - esp in give 
the game/show away 4 to be at a disadvantage in a sporting contest by 
(e g a weight or age) compared with an opponent (giving away 4 years 
to the junior champion} 

give in \t to hand in, deliver (gave in the money he'd found} vi to yield 
under insistence or entreaty 

given /'giv(a)n/ adj 1 prone, disposed {^ to sweanng} 2 of an official 
document executed on the date specified 3a fixed, specified {at a ^ time} 
b assumed as actual or hypothetical (-- that all men are equal before the 
law} [ME, fr pp of given to give] - given n 
'given .name n, chiefly NAm Christian name 
give off vt to emit (gave off an unpleasant snaell} 
give out vt I to declare, publish (giving out that the doctor .required 
a few days of complete rest — C harles Dickens) 2 to emit (gave out 
a constant hum} 3 to issue, distribute (gave out flew uniforms} ^ vi to come 
- to an end; fail {finally their patience gave out and they came to blows} 
give over vt 1 to set apart tor a particular pui^iose or use 2 to deliver 
to sby's care ~ vf to bnng an activity to an end (told him to give over and 
let me alone - Brendan Behan) - infml 

give up vt 1 to surrender, esp as a pnsoner {hp gave himself up) 2 to 
desist from {refused to give up trying} 3a to abandon (oneself) to a 
particular feeling, influence, or activity (gave himself up to despair} b to 
renounct (7 must give up sugar} 4 to declare incurable or insoluble {the 
doctors g6ve her up for dead} 5 to stop having a relationship with {she's 
given me up) vi to abandon an activity or course of action; esp to stop 
trying - give ep the ghoat to die 

gizmo, giimo /'gizmoh/ n, pi gizmos, gismos chiefly NAm a gadget 
[origin unknown] 

gizzard /gizod/ n 1 a muscular enlargement of the alimentary canal of 
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birds that immediately follows the crop and has a tough homy lining for 
grinding food 2 a thickened part of the alimentary canal of some animals 
(e g an earthworm) similar in function to the crop of a bird [alter of ME 
gisen fr ONF guisier, fr L gigeria (pi) giblets] 
glabella /gla'beb/ n, pi glabellae /-li/ the smooth part of the forehead 
between the eyebrows [NL, fr L, fern of glabellus hairless, dim. of glaber] 

- glabellar adj 

glabrous /'glabras/ adj smooth; esp having a surface without hairs or 
projections [L glabr-, glaber smooth, bald - more at glad] - glabrous* 
ness n 

glac6 /glasay/ adj 1 made or Timshed so as to have a smooth glossy 
surface silk} 2 coated with a glaze; candied chemesy [F, fr pp 
of glacer to freeze, ice, glaze, fr L glaaare, fr glacies ice] 
glacial /'glays(h)yal/ adj la extremely cold <a ~ win^ b devoid of 
warmth and cordiality <a ^ smiley 2a of or produced by glaciers b of 
or being any of those parts of geological time when much of the earth was 
covered by glaciers 3 resembling ice in appearance, esp when frozen < 
acetic acidy [L glacialis, fr glaaes] - glacially adv 
glaciate /'glays(h)i,ayt/ vt 1 to freeze 2a to cover with ice or a glacier 
b to subject to glacial action - glaciation /•'aysh(d)n/ n 
glacier /'glasi a, 'glay-/ n a large body of i^^oving slowly down a slope 
or spreading outwards on a land suiface geography [F dial . fr 
MF dial., fr MF glace ice, fr L glacies, akin to L gelu frost - more at 
cold] 

glacio* comb form 1 glacier <glacio/ogy> 2 glacial and <glacio/?uviay) 
glaciology /glasi'obji, glayV n a science dealing with glacial action and 
effects [ISV glacier ^ -o- ^ -logy] - glaciologist n, glaciologic 
/-si-a'lojik/, glaciological adj 

glacis ^gla^, 'glasis, 'glay-/ n, pi glacis /-siz, -seez/ a slope with no cover 
for attackers that runs downwards from a fortification [F, fr glacer to 
freeze, slide] 

'glad /glad/ adj -dd* 1 expressing or experiencing pleasure, joy, or delight 
2 very willing to do ity 3 causing happiness and joy tidingsy 
[ME, shining, glad, fr OE g/«d, akin to OHG glat shining, smooth, L 
glaber smooth, bald] - gladden vt, gladly adv, gladness n 
’glad n a gladiolus - infml 

glade /glayd/ n an open space within a wood or forest [perh fr 'glad] 
glad eye n an amorous or sexually inviting look (Jiegave her the '^y ~ 
infml 

glad hand n a warm welcome or greeting often prompted by ultenor 
motives - infml - glad hand vt 

gladiator /'gladi,ayt3/ n 1 sby trained to fight in the arena for the 
entertainment of ancient Romans 2 sby engaging in a public fight or 
controversy [L, frgladius sword, of Cell origin, akin to W cleddyf sword, 
akin to L clades destruction, Gk klados sprout, branch - more at 'hai t] 

- gladiatorial /.gladi-a'lawn al/ adj 

gladiolus /gladi'ohbs/ n. pi gladioli /-lie/ any of a genus of (Afncan) 
plants of the ins family with spikes of brilliantly coloured irregular 
flowers [NL, genus name, fr L, gladiolus, fr dim of gladius] 

'glad .rags n pi smart clothes - infml 

gladsome /'glads(a)m/ adj giving or showing joy; cheerful - chiefly 
poetic - gladMmely adv, gladsomenesa n 

Gladstone bag /gladstan/ n a travelling bag with flexible sides on a 
ngid frame that opens flat into 2 equal compartments [W E Gladstone 
tl898 E statesman] 

glalkit /glaykit/ adj, chiefly Scot foolish, giddy [ME (Sc)] 
glair, glaire /glea/ n 1 (a sizing liquid made from) egg white 2 any 
substance similar to an egg white [ME gleyre egg white, fr MF glaire, 
modif of (assumed) VL clana, fr L clarus clear - more at clear] 
glaive /glayv/ n, archaic a sword [ME, fr MF, javelin, sword, modif of 
L gladius sword] 

glamorize, -lac also glamourize, 'isc /'glama.nez/ vt 1 to make glamor- 
ous the living roomy 2 to romanticize (the novel ^s wary 
glamour, NAm also glamor /'glama/ n a romantic, exciting, and oflen 
illusory attractiveness; esp allunng or fascinating personal attraction [Sc 
glamour, alter, of E grammar, fr the popular association of erudition with 
occult practices] - glamoroui also glaroouroui adj, glamoroualy also 
glamourouily adv 

'glance /glanns/ vi 1 to strike a surface obliquely so as to go off at an 
angle (the bullet '--doff the waliy - often + off 2a to flash or gleam with 
intermittent rays of reflected light (brooks glancmg in the sun) b to make 
sudden quick movements (dragonflies glancing over the pondy 3 to touch 
on a subject or refer to it bnefly or indirectly (the work ^ s af the customs 
of ancient culturesy 4a of the eyes to move swiftly from one thing to 
another b to take a quick look at sthg < ^ d af his watchy ^ vt la to cause 


to glance off a surface by throwing or shooting b to play a glance in 
cricket at (a ball) or at the bowling of (a bowler) 2 archaic to catch a 
glimpse of [MEglencen, glenchen, perh alter of glenten to move quickly 

- more at glint] 

’glance n 1 a quick intermittent flash or gleam 2 a deflected impact or 
blow 3a a swifl movement of the eyes b a quick or cursory look 4 an 
allusion 5 a stroke in cncket that barely deflects the ball from its line of 
flight - at first glance on first consideration <at first glance the subject 
seems harmless enoughiy 

’glance n any of several usu dark mineral sulphides with a metallic lustre 
[G glam lustre, glance; akin to OHG glanz bnght - more at glint] 
glancing /'glahnsmg/ adj having a slantmg directioih (a ~ blowy - 
glanciagly adv 

'gland /gland/ n 1 (an animal structure that does not secrete but 
resembles) an organ that selectively removes materials from the blood, 
alters them, and secretes them esp for further use in the body or for 
elimination 2 any of vanous secreting organs (e g a nectary) of plants [F 
gbnde, fr OF, glandular swelling on the neck, gland, modif of L gland-, 
glans acorn, akin to Gk balanos acorn] - glaodlcss adj 
’gland n 1 a device for preventing leakage of fluid past a joint in 
machinery 2 the movable part of a stuffing box by which the packing is 
compressed [ongin unknown] 

glanders /glandaz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a contagious bacterial 
disease, esp of horses, in which mucus is discharged profusely from the 
nostnls [MF glandre glandular swelling on the neck, fr L glandulae, fr 
pi of glandula, dim of gland-, glans] - glandercd /-dad/ adj 
glandular /'glandyoob/ adj of, involving, or being (the cells or products 
oO glands - glandularly adv 
.glandular 'fever n infectious mononucleosis 
glana /glanz/ n, pi glandes /’glan.deez/ a conical vascular part at the end 
of the penis or clitoris [L gland-, glans, lit , acorn] 

'glare /glea/ vi 1 to shine with a harsh uncomfortably bnlliant light 2 
to stare angnly or fiercely ^ vt to express (e g hostility) by staring fiercely 
[ME glaren, akin to OE gixs glass] 

’glare n la a harsh uncomfortably bnght light, specif painfully bnght 
sunlight b ganshness 2 an angry or fierce stare 
glaring /'glesnng/ adj painfully and obtrusively evident (a error) * 
glaringly adv, glaringncaa n 

'glass /glahs/ n la a hard bnttle usu transparent or translucent inorganic 
substance formed by fusing a mixture of silica sand, metallic oxides, and 
other ingredients b a substance resembling glass, esp in hardness and 
transparency c a substance (e g pumice) produced by the quick cooling 
of molten rock from the earth's core 2a sthg made of glass, eg (1) a glass 
dnnking vessel (e g a tumbler or wineglass) (2) a mirror; looking glass 
(3) a barometer b(l) an optical instrument (e g a magnifying glass) for 
viewing objects not readily seen (2) pi a pair of lenses together with a 
frame to hold them in place for correcting defects of vision or protecting 
the eyes 3 the quantity held by a glass container or dnnking vessel 4 
glassware [ME glas, fr OE glaes, akin to OE geolu yellow - more at 
yellow] - glasaful n, glasslcss adj 

’glass It to enclose, case, or wall with glass (the sun porch was ^ed 
iny 

'glass.blowing /-.bloh ing/ n the art of shaping a mass of semimolten 
glass by blowing air into it through a tube - glassblower n 
'glass .cloth n a usu linen cloth for drying glasses, broadly tea 

TOWEL 

.glass 'fibre n fibreglass 

'glasshouse /-.hows/ n, chiefly Br I a greenhouse 2 a military prison 

- slang 

glassine /'glaseen/ n a transparent paper highly resistant to air and 
grease ['glass + -me] 

'glass,paper /-.paypa/ n paper to which a thin layer of powdered glass 
has been glued for use as an abrasive - glaaapaprr vt 
'glass .snake n (an Old World lizard similar to) a limbless lizard of the 
S USA with a fragile tail 
'glass,ware /-.wea/ n articles made of glass 
.glass 'wool n glass fibres in a mass resembling wool used esp for thermal 
insulation 

'glass, works /-.wuhks/ n, pi glassworks a place where glass is made - 
oflen pi with sing meaning 

'glass, wort /-.wuht/ n any of a genus of salt-marsh plants with woody 
jointed succulent stems and leaves reduced to fleshy sheaths [fr its former 
use in the manufacture of glass] 

glassy /"glahsi/ adj dull, lifeless eyes) ('glass ■+ '-y] - glaaally adv, 
glasslnets n 
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Glaswegian /glaz'we^, glaht-/ n or adjiti native or inhabitant) of 
Glasgow [irreg fr Glasgow, city in Scotland) 

Qlaubar*a salt /*glowb9z/ n hydrated sodium sulphate, esp when used 
as a purgative - sometimes pi with sing, meaning (Johann Glauber 
G chemist] 

glaucoma /glaw'kohma/ n increased pressure within the eyeball (lead- 
ing to damage to the retina and gradual loss of vision) [L. cataract, fr Gk 
glaukoma, fr glaukos] 

glaucous /'glawkas/ adj la pale yellowy green b esp of plants or plant 
parts of a dull blue or bluish-green colour 2 of a plant or frwt having a 
powdery or waxy coating giving a frosted appearance [L glaucus gleam- 
ing, grey, fr Gk glaukos] - glaucousncts n 
glaur /glaw/ n, chiefly Scot mud. mire [ongin unknown] 

'glass /glayz/ vr 1 to provide or fit with glass 2 to coat (as if) with a glaze 
apple tarts'^ 3 to give a smooth glossy surface to ^ vi 1 to become 
glazed or glassy (Jhis eyes ^ d over) 2 to form a glaze [ME glasen, fr glas 
glass] - glazer n 

^lazs n la a liquid preparation that gives a glossy coating to food b a 
mixture predominantly of oxides (e g silica and alumina) applied to the 
surface of ceramic wares as decoration and to make them nonporous c 
a transparent or translucent colour applied to a printed surface to modify 
its tone d a smooth glossy or lustrous surface or finish 2 a glassy film 
(e g of ice) 

glazier /'glayzi-a, -zya/ n one who fits glass, esp into windows, as an 
occupation - glaziery /-ri/ n 

'gleam /gleem/ n la a transient appearance of subdued or partly 
obscured light b a glint <a ^ of anticipation in his eyes} 2 a brief or faint 
appearance or occurrence <a ^ of hope) (ME gleem, fr OE gliem\ akin 
to OE geolu yellow - more at yellow] - gleamy adj 
^leam vi l to shine with subdued steady light or moderate brightness 2 
to appear briefly or faintly 

glean /gleen/ vi 1 to gather produce, esp grain, leA by reapers 2 to 
gather material (e g information) bit by bit vt la to pick up (e g grain) 
after a reaper b to strip (eg a field) by gleaning 2a to gather (eg 
information) bit by bit b to pick over in search of relevant matenal [ME 
glenen. fr MF glener, fr LL glennare; akin to Mir dxghunn I glean, OHG 
glam bright - more at glint] - gleanable adj, gleaner n 
glaaninga /'gleenings/ n pi things acquired by gleaning 
glebe /gleeb/ n 1 land belonging to an ecclesiastical benefice 2 archaic 
(a plot of cultivated) land [L gleba clod, land - more at 'clip] 
glee /glee/ n 1 a feeling of merry high-spinted joy or delight 2 an 
unaccompanied song for 3 or more usu male solo voices [ME, fr OE gleo 
entertainment, music; akin to ON gly joy, Gk chleue pke] > gleeful adj, 
gleefully adv, glecfulness n 

'glee ,club n a chorus, esp in the USA, organized for singing usu short 
secular pieces 

glen /glen/ n a secluded narrow valley [ME (Sc), valley, fr (assumed) 
ScGael g/enn; akin to Mir glend valley] 
glengarry /glen’gan/ n, often cap a straight-sided woollen cap coming 
to a rounded point over the brow and having 2 short nbbons hanging 
down behind, worn esp as part of Highland military uniform [Glengarry, 
valley in Scotland] 

gley /glay/ n a sticky clay formed under the surface of some waterlogged 
soils [Russ glei clay; akin to OE clxg clay - more at clay] 
glial /glie-al, 'glee-al/ adj of or being neuroglia [NL glia neuroglia, fr 
MGk, ^ue] 

glib /glib/ adj -bb- 1 showing little forethought or preparation; lacking 
depth and sutetance solutions to problems') 2 marked by (superficial 
or dishonest) ease and fluency in spewing or wnting [prob modif oj^LG 
glibberig slippery] - glibly adv, glibuess n 
'glide /glied/ vf 1 to move noiselessly in a smooth, continuous, and 
effortless manner 2 to pass gradually and imperceptibly Hof an aircraft 
to fly without the use of engines b to fly in a glider ^ vt to cause to glide 
[ME glkten, fr OE glidan-, akin to OHG glitan to glide] 

^lida fl t the act or action of gliding 2i a portamento b a transitional 
sound produced by the vocal organs passing from one articulatory 
position to another 

'glide ,path n the path of descent of an aircraft in landing, esp as marked 
by ground radar or radio 

gilder /glieda/ n an aircraft similar to an aeroplane but without an engine 
['GLIDE + *-er] 

'glimmer /'glima/ vi 1 to shine faintly or unsteadily 2 to appear 
indistinctly with a faintly luminous quality [ME glimeren\ akin to OE 
gftem gleam] 


^glimmer n 1 a feeble or unsteady light 2a a dim perception or faint idea 
b a small sign or amount <a ~ of intelligence) 
glimmering /glimaring/ n a glimmer 

'glimpse /glimps/ vt to get a bnef look at [ME glimsen, akin to MHG 
glimsen to glimmer, OE glaem gleam] 

‘glimpse n a bnef fleeting view or look 

'glint /glint/ vi 1 of rays of light to stnke a reflecting surface obliquely 
and dart out at an angle 2 to shine with tiny bnght flashes; sparkle or 
glitter, esp by reflection vt to cause to glint [ME glinten to dart 
obliquely, glint, alter of glenten, of Scand ongin; akin to Sw dial, glanta 
to clear up; akin to OHG glanz bnght, OE geolu yellow - more at 
yellow] 

‘glint n 1 a tiny bnght flash of light, a sparkle 2 a bnef or faint 
manifestation (^detected a of recognition in her expression) 
'glissade /gli'sahd, -'sayd/ vi to slide usu in a standing or squatting 
position down a slope, esp one that is snow-covered [F, n, slide, glissade. 
fr glisser to slide, fr OF glicier, alter of glier, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG 
glitan to glide] 

‘glissade n 1 the action of glissading 2 a gliding step m ballet 
glissando /gli'sandoh/ n, pi gliaaandi /-di/, glisaandoa a rapid sliding up 
or down the musical scale [prob modif of F glissade] 
glisten /'glis(3)n/ vi to shine, usu by reflection, with a sparkling radiance 
or with the lustre of a wet or oiled surface [ME glistnen, fr OE glisnian, 
akin to OE glisian to glitter, geolu yellow - more at ylllow] 
glister /'glista/ vi to glitter - chiefly poetic [ME glistren, akin to OE 
glisian] - glister n 

glitch /glich/ n a false or misleading electronic signal [prob fr G 
ghtschen to slide, slip; akin to OHG glitan to glide - more at oi lor] 
'glitter /'glita/ vi la to shine by reflection with a bnlliant or metallic 
lustre < ^ ing sequins) b to shine with a hard cold gla.ssy bnlliance ing 
eyes) 2 to be bnlliantly attractive in a superficial or deceptive way <ilhe 
chance of success '*-ed before them) [ME gliteren, fr ON ghtra, akin to 
OE geolu yellow] - glitteringly adv 

‘glitter n 1 sparkling brilliance, showiness, or attractivenes.s 2 small 
glittenng particles used for ornamentation - glittery ad/ 
gloaming /'glohming/ n the twilight, dusk [ME (Sc) gloming, fr OE 
glomung, fr glom twilight; akin to OE glowan to glow] 

'gloat /gloht/ v; to observe or think about sthg with great and often 
. malicious satisfaction, gratification, or relish [prob of Scand ongin, akin 
to ON glotta to gnn scornfully, akin to OE ggolu yellow] - gloater n, 
gloatingly adv 
‘gloat n a gloating feeling 

glob /glob/ n a blob, dollop - chiefly infml [perh blend of globe and 
blob] 

global /'glohbl/ adj 1 sphencal 2 of or involving the entire world 3 
general, comprehensive - globally adv 
global-ize, -ise /'glohbl, lez/ vi to make worldwide in scope or application 
- globalization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

.global 'village n the world viewed as a totally integrated system of 
which all parts are interdependent 

globe /glohb/ n sthg sphencal or rounded, e g a a spherical representa- 
tion of the earth, a heavenly body, or the heavens b earth 4 [MF, fr L 
globus - more at 'clip] 

globe artichoke n artichoke lb 

'globe, fish /-.fish/ n any of a family of (tropical) poisonous manne fishes 
which can distend themselves to a globular form 
'globe, flower /-.flowa/ n any of a genus of plants of the buttercup family 
with sphencal yellow flowers 

'globe-, trotter n one who travels widely - globe-trotting n or adj 
globin /'glohbin/ n a colourless protein obtained by removal of haem 
from esp haemoglobin [ISV, back-formation fr haemoglobin] 
globular /'globyoob/ adj 1 globe- or globule-fhaped <~ proteins) 2 
having or consisting of globules [partly fr L ^/d6us ^ E -ular, partly fr 
* L globulus -> E -ar] - globularly adv, globulargeu n 
globule /'globyoohl/ n a tiny globe or ball (e g of liquid or melted solid) 
[F. fr L globulus, dim. of globus] 

globulin /globyoolin/ n any of a class of widely occurring proteins that 
are soluble in dilute salt solutions 

glockeinapiel /'glokan.speci, -.shpeel/ n a percuision instrument consist- 
ing of a senes of graduated metal bars played with 2 hammers [G. fr 
glocke bdl + spiel play] 

glomeruli /'gloma.roohl/ n a compact clustered flower head like that of 
a composite plant [NL glomerulus] 

glomerulus /glo'meryoolas/ n, pi glomcnili /-lie/ a small coiled or 
intertwmed mass, specif the compact mass of capillaries at the end of each 
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nq)hron of the kidneys of vertebrates [NL. glomerulus, glomerule, dim 
of L ghmer-, glomus ball] - glomerultr Bdj 
'gloom /gloohm/ vt 1 to mope 2 to loom up dimly or sombrely (^thecasth 
ed before them') ^ vt to make dark, murky, or sombre [MEgloumen-, 
akin to OE geolu yellow - more at yellow] 

^gloom n 1 partial or total darkness 2a lowness of spirits b an atmosphere 
of despondency <a ^ fell over the householcf) 
gloomy /'gloohmi/ adj la partially or totally dark, esp dismally and 
depressingly dark <'^ weather^ b low in spirits 2 causing gloom (a ^ 
story} - gloomily adv, gloominen n 

Qloria /'glawn*?, -nah/ n 1 gloria in excelsis 2 gi^oria patri [L, 
glory] 

Gloria in Excalais /.glawn a in ek'selsis, -'chel-/ n a Christian liturgical 
hymn modelled on the Psalms (LL, glory (be to God) on high, fr its 
opening words] 

.Gloria 'Patri /'patn/ n a 2-verse doxology to the T nnily [LL, glory (be) 
to the Father; fr its opening words] 

glorify /'glawn.rie/ vt la to make glorious by bestowing honour, praise, 
or admiration b to elevate to celestial glory 2 to shed radiance or 
splendour on 3 to cause to appear better, more appealing, or more 
important than in reality 4 to give glory to (e g in worship) - glorffier 
n, glorification /-rrkaysh(a)n/ n 

glorious /'glawn-os/ adj la possessing or deserving glory b conferring 
glory 2 marked by great beauty or splendour 3 delightful, wonderful 
(had a weekend} - gloriously adv, gloriousneas n 
'glory /’glawn/ n la (sthg that secures) praise or renown b worshipful 
praise, honour, and thanksgiving (giving ^ to God} 2 a (most) com- 
mendable asset (her hair was her crowning ^ ) 3a (sthg marked by) 
resplendence or magnificence (the ^ that was Greece and the grandeur 
that was Rottift - R A Poe) b the splendour, blessedness, and happiness 
of heaven, broadly eternity 4 a state of great gratification or exaltation 
5 a ring or spot of light e g a an aureole b corona 2a, b [ME gJone, 
fr MF & L, MF, glone, ghire, fr L gJona] 

’glory v/ to rejoice proudly <^ing in their youth and vigour) 

'glory .box n, Austr & NZ bottom drawer 
'gloss /glos/ n 1 (sthg that gives) surface lustre or bnghtness 2 a 
deceptively attractive outer appearance 3 paint to which varnish has been 
added to give a gloss finish jprob of Scand ongin, akin to Icel gJossa to 
glow, akin to OE geolu yellow] 

’gloss /I la a bnef explanation (e g in the margin of a text) of a difficult 
word or expression b a false interpretation (e g of a text) 2a a glossary 
b an interlinear translation c a continuous commentary accompanying a 
text [ME glose, fr OF, fr L glossa unusual word requinng explanation, 
fr Gk glossa, glotta tongue, language, unusual word, akin to Gk glochis 
projecting point] 

’gloss vt to supply glosses for 

gloss- /glos-/ , glosso- comb form 1 tongue <glossa/> <glossjr/s>, tongue 
and (g\ossopharyngeaf} 2 language (glossology} [L, fr Gk gloss-, 
glosso-y fr glossa] 

glossa /'glosa/ n. pi gloaaae /-si/ also glossas a (structure like a) tongue, 
esp in (the labium oO an insect [NL, fr Gk glossa] 
glossary /'glosan/ n a list of terms (e g those used in a particular text 
or in a specialized field), usu with their meanings [ME, fr ML glossanum, 
fr L glossa] 

glossolalia /.glosoh'layli-a, -lya/ n the practice of ecstatic speaking, esp 
in evangelical Chnstianity, oin of tongues [NL, fr Gk gloss- 4 lalia 
chatter, fr lalein to chatter, talk] 

gloss over vt 1 to make appear nght and acceptable 2 to veil or hide 
by treating rapidly or superficially (glossing over humiliations, gilding 
small moments of glory - TLIf} ['^/ass] 

'glossy /'glosi/ adj 1 having a surface lustre or bnghtness 2 attractive 
in an artificially opulent, sophisticated, or smoothly captivating manner 
(a musicaf} ~ gloaaily adv, glosainesa n 
’glossy n, chiefly Br a magazine expensively produced on glossy paper and 
of\en having a fashionable or sophisticated content 
-glot /-.glot/ comb form {-* n) person who speaks a (specified) number 
of languages (a monoglot) [Gk -glottos, -glossos, fr glotta. glossa 
language, tongue] 

glott- /glot-/, glotto- comb form language (glottocArono/ogy) [Gk 
ghtt-, glotto-, fr glotta, glossa] 

.glottal 'atop /'glotl/ n a speech sound produced by sudden closure of 
the glottis 

glottis /glotis/ n, pi glottises, glottides /-ti.deez/ (the structures sur- 
rounding) the elongated space between the vocal cords - compare epi 


GLOTTIS [Gk glottid-, glottis, tr glotta tongue > more at 'gloss] - gkrttal 
adj 

'glove /gluv/ n 1 a covering for the hand having separate sections for each 
of the fingers and the thumb and oOen extending part way up the arm 2 
BOXING Gi ovE [ME, fr OE glof, akin to ON glofi glove] 

’glove vt to cover (as lO with a glove 
'glove .box n, chiefly Br glovl compartment 
'glove com.partment n a small storage compartment in the dashboard 
of a motor vehicle 

'glow /gloh/ VI 1 to shine (as iO with an intense heat 2s to experience 
a sensation (as lO of heat; show a ruddy colour (as lO from being too warm 
( ^ mg with rage} b to show satisfaction or elation with pnde} [ME 
glowen, fr OE glowan; akin to OE geolu yellow - m6re at yellow] - 
glowingly adv 

’glow n 1 bnghtness or warmth of colour (the ^ of his cheeks} 2a 
warmth of feeling or emotion b a sensation of warmth (the drug produces 
a sustained ^ ) 3a the state of glowing with heat and light b light (as 
lO from sthg burning without flames or smoke 
glower /glowa/ vi to look or stare with sullen annoyance or anger [ME 
(Sc) giowren, perh of Scand ongin; akin to Norw dial glyra to look 
askance, Icel ghssa to glow - more at 'oloss] - glower n 
'glow.worm /-.wuhm/ n a luminescent wingless insect, esp a larva or 
wingless female of a firefly that emits light from the abdomen 
gloxinia /glok'sinya, -ni a/ n any of a genus of Brazilian tuberous plants 
including one cultivated for its showy bell-shaped flowers [NL, genus 
name, fr B P Gloxin 18th-c G botanist] 
glue- /gloohk-/, gluco- comb form 1 glucose (gluconeogenesis} 2 chemi- 
cally related to or containing a glucose molecule in the molecular 
structure (glucuronic acid} [ISV] 

glucagon /’gloohka.gon, -gan/ n a protein hormone produced esp by the 
pancreatic islets of Langerhans that promotes an increase in the sugar 
content of the blood by increasing the rale of breakdown of glycogen in 
the liver \gluc- > -agon (perh fr Gk agon, prp of agein to lead, dnve) - 
more at agent] 

glucocorticoid /.gloohkoh'kawti.koyd/ n any of several corticosteroids 
(e g cortisol) that affect metabolic processes and are used in medicine (e g 
in treating rheumatoid anhntis) because they suppress inflammation and 
inhibit the activity of the immune system 
gluconeogenesis /,gloohka,nee-a'jenasis/ n formation of glucose 
within the (liver of the) animal body from substances (e g fats) other than 
carbohydrates [NL] - gluconeogenic /-'jenik/ adj 
glucose /'gloohkohz, -kohs/ n a sweet (dextrorotatory form of a) sugar 
that occurs widely in nature and is the usual form in which carbohydrate 
IS assimilated by animals [F, modif of Gk gleukos must, sweet wine; akin 
to Gk glykys sweet] 

glucoside /'gloohka.sied, -koh-/ n a glycoside (that yields glucose on 
hydrolysis) - glucoaidic /-'sidik/ adj, glncoaidicslly adv 
'glue /glooh/ n 1 any of vanous strong adhesives, esp a gelatinous protein 
substance that forms a strongly adhesive solution and is obtained by 
boiling hides, bones, etc 2 a solution of glue used for sticking things 
together [ME glu, fr MF, fr LL glut-, glus -more at clay] - gluey adj, 
gluily adv 

’glue vt gluing also glueing 1 to cause to stick tightly with glue ('^ the 
wings onto the model aeroplane} 2 to fix (e g the eyes) on an object 
steadily or with deep concentration (kept her eyes to the TV} 
'glue-.eniff ing n the (habitual) inhalation of the vapour of vanous glues 
to produce intoxication - glue-sniffer n 
glum /glum/ ac[) -mm- 1 broodingly morose 2 dreary, gloomy [probakin 
to ME gloumen to gloom] - glumly adv, glumness n 
glume /gloohm/ n a chaffy bract, specif in the spikelet of grasses [NL 
gluma, fr L, hull, husk, akin to L glubere to peel - more at 'cleave] - 
glumnceous /-‘mayshas/ adj 

'glut /glut/ vt -tt- 1 to fill, esp with food, to beyond capacity 2 to flood 
(the market) with goods so that supply exceeds demand [ME ghuten, 
glot ten, prob fr MF glotir, gloutir to swallow, fr L gluttire - more at 
glutton] 

’glut n an excessive supply (e g of a harvested crop) which exceeds market 
demand 

glutamate /'gloohumayt/ n a salt or ester of glutamic acid 
glu,tamic 'acid /glooh'tamik/ n an acidic ammo acid found m most 
proteins [ISV gluten f ammo + -ic] 
glutamine /'gloohtameen, -mm/ n an amino acid that is a chemical base 
and is found m nearly all proteins [ISV gluten + amine] 
glutaraldehyde /.gloohta'raldihied/ n a compound containing 2 aide- 
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hyde groups which is used esp in leather tanning and fixation of biological 
tissues for microscopy \glutahc acid (a crystalline acid) + aJdehyde] 
glutathiong /.gloohta'thte'ohn/ n a sulphur-containing peptide import- 
ant in biological chemical reactions involving an oxidation or a reduction 
[ISV gluta- (fr gluUuntc acid) f thi- ^ -one] 
gluten /'gloohtin/ n an elastic protein substance, esp of wheat flour, that 
gives cohesiveness to dough [L glutin-, gluten glue; akin to LL glut-, glus 
glue - more at clay] - glutenous adj 

gluteus /'gloohti-as, glooh'tee-as/ n. pi glutei /'gloohti.ie, glooh‘tee.ie/ 
any of the large muscles of the buttocks [NL glutaeus, gluteus, fr Gk 
ghutos buttock - more at cloud] -- glutcd adj 
glutinous /'gioohtinas/ adj (thick and) sticky, gummy [MF or L, MF 
glutineux, fr Lgludnosus, fr glutin-, gluten] - glutiaously adv, glutinous- 
nets n 

glutton /'glut(3)n/ n la one given habitually to greedy and voracious 
eating and dnnking b one who has a great capacity for accepting or 
enduring sthg <Ae’s a ^ for punishment') 2thewolvenne [MEglotoun, 
fr OF gloton, fr L glutton-, glutto\ akin to L gluttire to swallow, gula 
throat, OE ceole] - gluttonous adj, gluttonousoess n 
gluttony /'glut(a)n-i/ n excess in eating or drinking 
glyc-, glyco- comb form sugar; specif glucose <glycaeinM) [ISV, fr Gk 
glyk- sweet, fr glyky^ 
glycen /gliekan/ n a polysacchande 

glycer-, glycero- comb form related to glycerol iglyceraldehydey [ISV, 
fr glycerin] 

glyceraldehyde /.glisa'raldihied/ n a sweet compound formed as an 
intermediate in carbohydrate metabolism 

glycsrlds /'glisaried/ n an ester of glycerol, esp with fatty acids > 
glyceridic /-'ridik/ adj 

glycerin /'glisann/, glycerine /'glisarcen, -'-/ n glycerol [F glycerine, fr 
Gk glykeros sweet; akin to Gk glykys sweet] 

glycerol /'glisarol/ n a sweet syrupy alcohol usu obtained from fats and 
used esp as a solvent and plasticizer {glycerin + -oI\ 
glycine /*glieseen. -'-/ n a sweet amino aad found in most protans 
glycogen /'gliekohjen/ n a polysacchande that is the chief storage 
carbohydrate of animals 

glycogeneeie /.gliekoh'jenasis/ n the formation of (sugar from) glyco- 
gen [NL] - glycogenetic /-ja'netik/ adj 
glycol /'glickol/ n ethylene glywi- [ISV glyc- f -of] 
glycolysis /glie'kolosis/ n the enzymatic breakdown of a carbohydrate 
with the production of energy for storage in the cell [NL] - glycolytic 
/-ka'litik/ adj glycolytically adv 
glycopeptide /,gliekoh'peptied/ n a glycoprotein 
glycoprotein /-'prohteen/ n a protein combined with 1 or more carbo- 
hydrate groups 

glycoside /'glieka.sied. -koh-/ n any of numerous sugar derivatives in 
which a nonsugar group is attached by an oxygen or nitrogen atom and 
that on hydrolysis yield a sugar - glycosidic /-'sidik/ adj, glycosidically 
adv 

glycosurie /.gliekoh'syooon^a/ n the presence of abnormal amounts of 
sugar in the urine [NL] - glycosurie /-nk/ adj 
glyph /ghf/ n a carved symbolic Figure or character; esp a symbol (e g 
a curved arrow on a road sign) that conveys information without using 
words [Gk glyphe carved work, fr glyphein to carve - more at 'cl.favf] 
- glyphic adj 

glyptic /'gliptik/ adj of carving, esp on gems [prob fr F glyptique, fr Gk 
glyptike, fr glyphein] 

gnarled /nahld/ adj 1 full of or covered with knots or protuberances 2 
crabbed m disposition, aspect, or character [prob alter, of knurled] 
gnash /nash/ vt to strike or grind (esp the teeth) together [alter, of ME 
goaatea, prob of imit origin] - gnash n 

gnat /nat/ n any of various small usu biting 2-winged flies [ME, fr OE 
gaaett; akin to OE gnagan to gnaw] - gnatty adj 
gnativ, gnsthth comb form jaw <gnath/c> [NL, ^ Gk gnath-, fr gnathos, 
akin to Ok genys jaw > more at chin] 

•gnathous comb form ( - adj) having (such) a jaw <opi5r/iognathous> 
[NL -gnathua, fr Gk gnathos] 

gnaw /naw/ vr la to bite or chew on with the teeth; esp to wear away 
by penistent biting or nibbling <a dog ^ing a bone) b to make by 
gnawing (^rats ^ed a hole) 2 to affect as if by continuous eating away; 
plague 3 to erode, corrode w 1 to bite or nibble persistently 2 to 
destroy or reduce sthg (as lO by gnawing < waves ^ ing away at the cliffs) 
[ME gnawea, fr OE gnagan-, akin to OHG gnagan to gnaw, ON gnaga] 
-gaamti n 

gnaisa /nies/ n a metamorphic rock usu composed of light bands of 


feldspar and quartz and dark bands of mica or hornblende [G gneis, prob 
alter, of MHG gneiste, ganeiste spark, fr OHG gneisto] - gneiaalc /-41k/ 
adj, gneltsold /-.soyd/ adj, gneinosc /-sohs/ adj 
gnocchi /'noki, ga'noki/ n pi small dumplings made from flour, 
semolina, potatoes, or choux pastry [It, pi of gnocco, alter, of nocchio 
knot in wood] 

gnome /nohm/ n a dwarf of folklore who lives under the earth and 
guards treasure [F, fr NL gnomus] - gnomish adj 
.Gnome of 'Zurich /zyooankh/ n, pi Gnomes of Zurich an inter- 
national banker usu considered to have great power over the rinancial 
sector of national economies - infml; usu pi [Zunch, city in Switzerland 
famous for banking] 

gnomic /nohmik, 'nomik/ adj characterized by aphonsm poetry) 
[LL gnomicus, fr Gk gnomikos, fr gnome maxim, fr gignoskein to 
know] 

gnomon /'nohmon/ n an object that by the position or length of its 
shadow serves as an indicator of esp the hour of the day eg a the 
shadow-producing part of a sundial b a column or shaft erected perpen- 
dicular to the honzon [L, fr Gk gnomon interpreter, pointer on a sundial, 
fr gignoskein] - gnomonic /noh'monik/ adj 

-gnotls /-g'nohsis/ comb form ( - n), pi -gnoses /-.seez/ knowledge; 

recognition (prognosis) [L, fr Gk gnosis] 
gnosticism /'nosti,si7(o)m/ n, often cap a religious outlook or system, 
esp of vanous cults of late pre-Chnstian and early Chnstian centunes, 
distinguished by the conviction that matter is evil and that emancipation 
comes through esoteric spintual knowledge [LL gnosticus, fr Gk gnos- 
tikos of knowledge, fr gignoskein] - Gnostic /'nostik/ n 
gnu /nooh/ n, pi gnus, esp collectively gnu any of several large homed 
African antelopes with an oxlike head, a short mane, and a long tail 
[modif of Bushman nqu] 

*go /goh/ vb went /went/; gone /gon/ vi 1 to proceed on a course < 
slow) (went by train) (went to France) - compare stop 2a to move out 
of or away from a place, leave (/ must > (the ferry -^es every hour) 
- sometimes used with a further verb to express purpose (/ went to see 
them) (Vll ^ and look) b to make an expedition for a specified activity 
(-^ shopping) (- skydiving) 3a to pass by means of a specified process 
or according to a specified procedure (your suggestion will before the 
committee) b(l) to proceol in a thoughtless or reckless manner - used 
• to intensify a complementary verb (don't ^ saying that) (why did she 
have to — and spoil everything"^ (he's been and gone and told her) (2) 
to proceed to do sthg surpnsing - used with and to intensify a complemen- 
tary verb (she went and won first pme) c(l) to extend (it's true as far 
as It -^es> (the Held ^es as far as the stream) (2) to speak, proceed, or 
develop in a specified direction or up to a specified limit (you've gone too 
far) (don't let's ^ into details) 4 to travel on foot or by moving the feet 
5 to be, esp habitually ('- bareheaded) (-^ barefoot) 6a to become lost, 
consumed, or spent (my pen's gone) (half their income — es m rent) b 
to die c to elapse (only three weeks to ~ > (the evening went pleasantly 
enough) d to be got nd of (e g by sale or removal) (these slums must 
^ > ( ^ ing cheap) e to fail (his hearing started to '^) f to succumb; give 
WAY (at last the dam went) 7a to happen, progress ~ often 4 on (what's 
ing on) (how are things ^ ing^ b to be in general or on an average 
(cheap, as yachts ~ ) c to pass or be granted by award, assignment, or 
lot (the pme went to a French girl) d to turn out (well) (worked hard 
to make the party ~ > 8 to put or subject oneself (went to unnecessary 
expense) 9a to ^gin an action, motion, or process (here — es) (ready, 
steady, to court to recover damages) b to maintain or perform 

an action or motion (his tongue went nineteen to the dozen) (went like 
this with her eyebrows) c to function in a proper or specified way (trying 
to get the motor to '*>) (felt ill, but tned to keep mg) d to make a 
charactenstic noise (the telephone went) e to perform a demonstrated 
action (^ like this with your left foot) 10a to be known or identified as 
specifled (now '^es by another name) b(l) to be in phrasing or content 
‘ (as the saying es) (the story ^ es that the expedition was a failure) (2) 
to be sung or played in a specified manner (thi song '^ato the tune of 
'Greensleeves^ 11a to act or occur in accordance or harmony (a good 
rule to ~ by) b to contribute to a total or result (taxes that ~ for 
education) 12 to be about, intending, or destined - + to and an infinitive 
(is - mg to leave town) (is it ~ing to ram?) 13a to come or arrive at 
a specified state or condition (^ ro sleep) ('^ to waste) b to join a 
specified institution professionally or attend it habitually (to ^ on the 
stage) (does she to school?) c to come to be; turn (the tyre went 
flat) (he went broke) - compare come 3 d(l) to become voluntarily (^ 
bail for his friend) (2) to change to a specified system or tendency (~ 
supersonic) (the company went public) (-^ comprehensive) e to con- 
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tinue to be; remain hungry} without sugar} (jobs went unHIled} 
14 to be compaUble with, harmonize (claret ^es with beef} 15a to be 
capable of passing, extending, or being contained or inserted (it won’t ^ 
round my waist} (3 into 2 won't ->' > b to belong (these books ^ on the 
top shelf} \6a to carry authonXy (what she said wenl} b to be acceptable, 
satisfactory, or adequate (anything ^ cs here} c to be the case; be valid 
(and that '^es for you too} 17 to empty the bladder or bowels (always 
^ after breakfast} - euph -^vt 1 to proceed along or according to <'w 
one's own way} 2 to traverse ten miles} 3 to undertake by travelling 
errands} 4 to emit (a sound) (the bell ~es ding dong} 5 to 
participate to the extent of shares} halves} 6 to perform, effect 
the limit} 7 to change to, adopt (you ^ wheels or you go bust -- R 
A Keith) 8 Br to say - nonstandard; used in direct speech (so she ^es 
'Don't you ever do that again!'} (ME gon, fr OE gan, akin to OHG gan 
to go, Gk kichanein to reach, attain] - go about to undertake; sft about 

- go after to seek, pursue - go against 1 to act in opposition to; offend 

2 to turn out unfavourably to - go ahead 1 to begin 2 to continue, 
advance - go all the way 1 to enter into complete agreement 2 to engage 
in actual sexual intercourse - go along with 1 to occur as a natural 
accompaniment of 2 to agree with, support - go ape to run amok; lose 
control - go at 1 to attack, assail 2 to undertake energetically - go back 
on 1 to fail to keep (e g a promise) 2 to be disloyal to; betray - go begpng 
to be available but in little demand - go by the board to be discarded - 
go crook Aust & NZ to lose one's temper - go for 1 to serve or be 
accounted as (pigs that go for pork} (it all went for nothing} 2 to try 
to secure (he went for the biggest mango} 3a to favour, accept (cannot 
go for your idea} b to have an interest in or liking for (she went for him 
in a big way} 4 to attack, assail <went for him when his back was 
turned} - go for a burton Br to get lost, broken, or killed - slang - go 
great guns, to great success - go hang to cease to be of interest 

or concern - go into 1 to be contained in <5 goes into 60 12 times} 2 
to investigate 3 to explain in depth (the book doesn't go into the moral 
aspects} - go it 1 to behave in a reckless, excited, or impromptu manner 
2 to proceed rapidly or furiously 3 to conduct one’s affairs, act (insists 
on going It alone} - go missing chiefly Br to disappear - go off the deep 
end 1 to enter recklessly on a course of action 2 to become very excited 
or perturbed - go on to be enthusiastic about (we don't go much on cars 

- Len Deighton) - compare ck) on vi ~ go one better to outdo or surpass 
another - go out of one*s way to lake extra trouble - go over 1 examinf 

1 2a REPCAT 1 b to study, revise - go phut chiefly Br to stop functioning 

- infml - go places to be on the way to success - go slow to hold a go-slow 

- go steady to be the constant and exclusive boyfnend or girl fnend of 
another or each other - go straight to abandon a life of enme - go the 
way of all flesh to die - go through 1 to subject to thorough examination, 
study, or discussion, go over 2 to experience, undergo 3 to perform 
<went through his work in a daze} - compare go through vi - go to 
bed with io have sexual intercourse with - go to one’s head 1 to make 
one confused, excited, or dizzy 2 to make one conceited or overconfident 

- go to pieces to become shattered (c g in nerves or health) - go to pot 
to detenorate, collapse - infml (the office went to pot while his secretary 
was away} - go to sleep to lose sensation, become numb (my foot has gone 
to sleep) - go to town 1 to work or act rapidly or efficiently 2 to indulge 
oneself ostentatiously (the papers went to town on the hidden life of 
Leroy - Sunday Times} - go walkabout I Austr to go on a walkabout 

2 Br to meet and hold a conversation informally with members of the 
public during an official engagement or tour (the Queen going walkabout 
in Milton Keynes} - go west to die or become destroyed or expended - 
humor - go with 1 oo along with 1 (the responsibility that goes with 
parenthood} 2 to be the social or esp sexual companion of 

*go n, pi goes 1 the act or manner of going 2 energy, vigour li// of get 
up and -^ ) 3n a turn m an activity (e g a game) b an attempt, try (hgve 
a at painting} c chance, opportunity (a fair ^ at work for everyone 

- The Listener} 4 a spell of activity (finished the job at one -- ) 5 a 
success (made a ^ of the business} 6 the height of fashion; the rage 
(shawls are all the ^ at the moment} - chiefly infml 7 an often 
unexpected or awkward turn of affairs - chiefly infml (it's a rum ~) - 
on the go constantly or restlessly active > infml 

*QO adj functioning properly (declared all systems ^ for the rocket 
launch} 

♦go n an Oriental game of capture and territorial domination played by 2 
players with counters on a board covered in a gnd [Jap] 
goa /'goh a/ n a common gazelle of Tibet (Tibetan dgoba] 
go about vi to change tack when sailing 

'goad /gohd/ n 1 a pointed rod used to urge on an animal 2 sthg that 


pneks, urges, or stimulates (into action) [ME gode, fr OE gad spear, 
goad; akin to Langobardic gaida spear, Skt hinoti he urges on] 

‘goad vt 1 to drive (e g cattle) with a goad 2 to incite or rouse by nagging 
or persistent annoyance 
',go^‘head adj energetic and progressive 
‘’go-a,head n a sign, signal, or authority to proceed 
goal /gohl/ n 1 an end towards which effort is directed 2a an area or 
object through or into which players in various games attempt to put a 
ball or puck against the defence of the opposing side sport b (the 
points gained by) the act of putting a ball or puck through or into a goal 
[ME gol boundary, limit; perh akin to OE gteJen to hinder, impede] 
‘goal .area n a rectangular area 18 3m by 5.Sm (20yd by 6yd) immedi- 
ately in front of each goal on a soccer pitch SPORt 
goalie /'gohh/ n a goalkeeper - infml 

'goal.keeper A.keepd/ n a player who defends the goal in soccer, hockey, 
lacrosse, etc sport - goalkeeping n 
'goal .kick n a free kick in soccer awarded to the defending side when 
the ball is sent over the goal line by an opposing player 
'goal .line n a line at either end and usu runnm^he width of a playing 
area on which a goal or goal post is situated sport 
'goal, mouth /-.mowth/ n the area of a playing field directly in front of 
the goal 

go along vi 1 to move along, proceed 2 to go or travel as a companion 
3 to agree, cooperate (I'd go along with your suggestion} 

'goalpost /‘.pohst/ n either of usu 2 vertical posts that with or without 
a crossbar constitute the goal in soccer, rugby, etc 
goanna /goh'ana/ n a large Australian lizard [alter of iguana] 
go around vi l to go here and there, esp m company (the fnends she 
goes around with} 2 go round 1. 2 
goat /goht/ n I any of vanous long-legged (homed) ruminant mammals 
smaller than cattle and related to the sheep 2 a lecherous man 3 a foolish 
person - infml, compare get one’s goat [ME gote, fr OE gat\ akin to 
OHG getz goat, L haedus kid] - goatbh adj, goatlike adj 
goatee /'goh.tee/ n a small pointed beard [fr its resemblance to the beard 
of a he-goat] 

'goatfish /-.fish/ n mullet b 

'goat's .beard n a Eurasian composite plant whose yellow flower heads 
close at about midday 

'goatskin /-.skin/ n (leather made from) the skin of a goat 
'goatsucker /-.suka/ n a nightjar [fr the belief that it sucks the milk 
from goats] 

'gob /gob/ n a shapeless or sticky lump [ME gobbe, fr MF gobe large piece 
of food, back-formation fr gobet] 

‘gob j. Br MOUTH la - slang [IrGael & ScGael, beak, protruding 
mou»h] 

gobbet Agobit/ n a piece, portion [ME gobet, fr MF, mouthful, 
piece] 

'gobble /'gobl/ vt gobbling /'gobling, 'gobl-ing/ 1 to swallow or cat 
gieedily or noisily 2 to take, accept, or read eagerly ~ often + up [prob 
irreg fr 'gob] 

‘gobble w to make the guttural sound of a male turkey or a similar sound 
[imit] - gobble n 

gobbledygook, gobbledcgook /'gobldi.goohk/ n wordy and generally 
unintelligible jargon [irreg fr gobble, n] 
gobbler /'gobb/ n a male turkey - infml 
'go-be, tween n an intermediate agent 

goblet /'goblit/ n la dnnking vessel that has a usu rounded bowl, a foot, 
and a stem and is used esp for wine 2 the part of a liquidizer in which 
food is liquidized or ground by means of rotating blades [ME gobeht, 
fr MF] 

'goblet .cell n a mucus-secreting epithelial cell shaped like a goblet and 
found in mucous membranes (e g of the intestines) 
goblin Agoblin/ n a grotesque mischievous elf [ME gobelin, fr MF, fr ML 
gobelinus, perh denv of Gk kobatos rogue] 
gobstopper Agob, stops/ n a large round hard sweet ['gob] 
goby Agobbi/ n, pi gobies, esp collectively goby any of numerous 
spiny-flnned fishes with the pelvic fins often united to form a sucking disc 
[L gobius gudgeon, fr Gk kobios] 

go-by Agoh ,bie/ n an act of avoidance; a miss (give them the ^} 
go by VI to pass <a5 time goes by) 

god /god/ n 1 cap the supreme or ultimate reality; the being perfect in 
power, wisdom, and goodness whom human beings worship as creator 
and ruler of the universe 2 a being or object believed to have more than 
natural attributes and powers (e g the control of a particular aspect of 
reality) and to require human beings* worship 3 sby or sthg of supreme 
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value 4 a very influential person 5 pi the highest gallery in a theatre, usu 
with the cheapest seats [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG gpt god] - godlike 
Mdj 

.god-awful adj extremely unpleasant - infml explosions of violence 
- Playboyy (goddamned + Mwfuf\ 

'god, child /-.chield/ n sby for whom sby else becomes sponsor at 
baptism 

'goddamn, toddan /go(d)'dam/ n, often cap a damn <Ae doesn't give a 
~ about anything} 

^goddamn, goddam /go(d)'dam/ vb, often cap to damn <77/ be 
•^ed}(you feel like sweanng and ^ing worse and worse ~ Ernest 
Hemingway) 

goddamned /go(d)'damd, goddamn, goddam /go<dVdam. adj 
or adv damned 

'god.daughter /-.dawto/ n a female godchild 
goddaat /‘godes, -dis/ n 1 a female deity 2 a woman whose great charm 
or beauty arouses adoration 

godet /goh'det, 'goh.day/ n an esp tnangular inset, inserted into a 
garment to give fullness or flare (e g at the bottom of a skirt) [F, lit., 
drinking cup, mug. prob of Gmc origin] 
godatia /go'deesha/ n any of several Amencan plants of the evening 
primrose family widely grown as hardy annuals for their showy white, 
pink, or red flowers [NL, fr C H Godet ^W9 Swiss botanist] 
'god.fathar /-.fahdha/ n 1 a male godparent at baptism 2 one having 
a relation to sby or sthg like that of a godfather to his godchild ithe ^ 
of a whole generation of rebels - TLS} 

'God-, fearing adj devout 

'godforsaken /-fa^aykan/ adj 1 remote, desolate 2 neglected, dis- 
mal 

'god, head /-,hed/ n 1 divine nature or essence 2 cap a ood 1 - usu + 
the b the nature of God, esp as existing in 3 persons [ME godhed, fr god 
4 -hed -hood, akin to ME -hod -hood] 

'godleM /-lis/ adj not acknowledging a daty; impious - godless- 
Bcss n 

'godly /-li/ adj 1 divine 2 pious, devout - godlineu n 
'god.mother /-.mudha/ n a female godparent 
godown /'goh.down/ n a warehouse in an Asian country, esp India 
[Malay gudang] 

go down vi la to fall (as lO to the ground <r/ie plane went down in 
flames} b to go below the horizon <rAe sun went down) c to sink (the 
ship went down with all hands} 2 to be capable of being swallowed (the 
medicine went down easily} 3 to undergo defeat 4a to find acceptance 
(will the plan go down well with the farmeraT} b to come to be 
remembered, esp by posterity (he will go down in history as a great 
general} 5a to undergo a decline or decrease (the market is going down) 
b esp of a computer system or program to crash 6 to become ill - usu 
+ with (he went down with flu} 7 Br to leave a university - compare 
COME DOWN, oo UP 8 to be sent to prison - slang - go down on to perform 
fellatio or cunnilingus on - vulg 
'godjisarent /-.pcorant/ n a sponsor at baptism 
, God's 'acre n a churchyard - euph 

godaand /'god.send/ n a desirable or needed thing or event that comes 
unexpectedly [back-formation fr god-sent] 

'god.aon /-jsun/ n a male godchild 

.God'apaad /-'speed/ n a prosperous journey; success (bade him } 
[ME god spad, fr the phrase God spede you God prosper you] 
godwit /god, wit/ n any of a genus oHong-billed wading birds resembling 
curlews [ongin unknown] 

goar /'gohV ji 1 a regular attender - usu in combination (a theatregoer} 
2 sby or sthg that moves or does things fast or actively; esp a swinger - 
infml ('oo f *-er] 

gof f ar /gohfa/ vt to enmp, wave, or flute (e g linen or a lace edging), esp 
with a heated iron [F gaufrer] - goffer n 
,go-'gattar n an aggressively enterprising person - go-getting adj or n 
goggla /’gogl/ vi goggling /gogling/ to stare with wide or protuberant 
eyes [ME gogelen to squint] - goggler n 
' 90 Q/g}^,box n, Br a television set - infml 

.goggla-'ayad aijj or adv with the eyes wide or bulging (in amazement 
or fascination) 

gogglaa /goglz/ n pi protective glasses set in a flexible frame that fits 
snugly against the face 

go-go /gob gph/adj of or being the music or a style of dance performed 
or a dancer performing at a disco [a-go-go disco, fir Whisky i Gogo, cafe 
A disco in Paris, fr F a gogo galore] 


'Goidolic /goy'delik/ adj 1 of the Gaels 2 of or constituting Goidelic 
[Mir Gdidel Gael] 

^Goidelic n the group of Celtic languages compnsing Irish Gaelic, Scots 
Gaelic, and Manx 

go in vi 1 to enter 2 of a celestial body to become obscured by a cloud 
(the sun went in for 5 minutes} 3 to form a union or alliance - often * 
with (asked the rest of us to go in with them on the project} - go in for 

1 to engage in, esp as a hobby or for enjoyment 2 to enter and compete 
in (e g a test or race) (decided not to go in for her A-levels until the 
following year} 

'going /goh^ing/ n 1 an act or instance of going - often in combination 
(theatre$oing} 2 the condition of the ground (e g for horse racing) 3 
advance, progress (found the ^ too slow and gave up the job} 4 the 
depth of the tread of a stair 

Agoing adj la living, existing (the best novelist '^ ) b available for use or 
enjoyment (asked if there were any jobs ^ ) 2a current, prevailing < -- 
price} b profitable, thnving < ^ concern} - going for favourable to (had 
everything going for me} 

.going-'over n, pi goings-over 1 a thorough examination or investigation 

2 a severe scolding 

.goingt-'on n pi \ actions, events (coming-out parties and sundry ^ ) 
2 reprehensible happenings or conduct (tales of scandalous ^ in high 
circles} 

goitre, NAm chiefly goiter /goyto/ n an abnormal enlargement of the 
thyroid gland visible as a swelling of the front of the neck [F goitre, fr 
MF, back-formation fr goitron throat, fr (assumed) \L guttrion-. guttno, 
fr L guttur throat, crop of a bird] 

goitrogen /'goytrajan/ n a substance that induces goitre formation - 
goitrogenic /-'jenik/ adj 

go-kart /goh ,kaht/ n a tiny racing car with small wheels \go + kart, 
alter of cait] 

Golconda /gol'konda/ n a nch mine, broadly a source of great wealth 
[Golconda, city in India, famous for its diamonds] 
gold /gohid/ n 1 a malleable ductile yellow metallic element that occurs 
chiefly free or in a few jninerals and is used esp in coins and jewellery and 
as a currency reserve 3" PkKIODlC TABLE 2a(]) gold COIHS (2) GOI D 
MEDAi (won a m the 100m} h money c gold standard d gold as 
a commodity 3 a deep metallic yellow 4 sthg valued as excellent or the 
finest of its kind (a heart of - ) 5 (a shot hitting) the golden or yellow 
centre spot of an archery target [ME, fr OEr«nkin to OE geolu yellow - 
more at yellow] 

'gold,boater /-.beeta/ n sby who beats gold into gold leaf - goldbeat- 
ing n 

'gold.brick /-,bnk/ n sthg that appears to be valuable but is actually 
worthless - infml 

'gold.crett /-.krest/ n a very small olive-green European bird that has 
a bnght yellow crown 

'gold .digger n a woman who uses charm to extract money or gifts from 
men - infml 

golden /'gohld(9)n/ adj 1 consisting of, relating to, or containing gold 
2a of the colour of gold b biond la 3 prosperous, flounshing 
days} 4 highly favoured and promising (worldly) success - often in 
golden boy/girl 5 favourable, advantageous (a ^ opportunity} 6 of or 
marking a SOth anniversary (^ wedding} - goldenly adv, golden- 

'golden .age n a penod of great happiness, prosperity, and achieve- 
ment 

.golden 'eagle n a large eagle of the northern hemisphere with brownish 
yellow tips on the head and neck feathers 

'golden, eye /-.le/ n a large-headed swift-flyidg diving duck of which the 
male is strikingly marked in black and white 
.golden 'hamster n a small tawny hamster widely kept as a pet 
.golden 'hand,sheke n a large ex gratia aloney payment given by a 
company to an employee, esp on retirement • 

.Golden 'Horde /hawd/ n sing or pi in consif a body of Mongol TarUrs 
who overran E Europe in the 13th c [fr the golden tent of the Mongol 
ruler] 

.golden 'mean n the medium between extremes; moderation 
.golden 'number n a number marking a year in the Metonic cycle of 
19 yean and used in calculating the date of Easter 
.golder 1 'oriole n an Old World oriole of which the male is brilliant 
yellow 

.golden 'plover n either of 2 kinds of plover whose upper parts are 
speckled golden yellow and white in summer 
.golden retriever n a medium-sized golden-coated retnever 
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.golden'rod /-'rod/ n any of numerous composite plants with (loosely 
clustered) heads of small usu yellow flowers 

.golden 'rule n 1 a rule of ethical conduct, recorded in Mt 7:12 and Lk 
6-31, requiring one to treat others as one would wish to be treated by them 
2 a guiding pnnciple 

'golden .section n the proportion of a geometncal figure or of a divided 
line such tlu^the smaller dimension is to the greater as the greater is to 
the whole -3^ mai hematics 

.golden 'syrup n the pale yellow syrup denved from cane sugar refining 
and used in cooking 

'gold.finch /-, finch/ n a small red, black, yellow, and white European 
finch 

gold, fish /-.fish/ n a small (golden yellow) fish related to the carps and 
widely kept in aquanums and ponds 

.gold 'leaf n gold beaten into very thin sheets and used esp for gild- 
ing 

.gold 'medal n a medal of gold awarded to sby who comes first m a 
competition 

'gold .mine n a rich source of sthg desired (e g information) 

'gold .rush n a rush to newly discovered goldfields in pursuit of 
nches 

'gold.smith /-.smith/ n one who works in gold or deals in articles of 
gold 

'gold .standard n a standard of money under which the basic unit of 
currency is defined by a stated quantity of gold of a fixed fineness 
golem /'gohlem/ n a clay figure of Hebrew folklore endowed with life 
(Yiddish goyhm, fr Heb golem shapeless mass] 
golf /golf/ n a game in which a player using special clubs attempts to hit 
a ball into each of the 9 or 18 successive holes on a course with as few 
strokes as [ME (Sc), perh modif of MD coif, colve club, bat] - 

golf VI 

Golf a communications ctxle word for the letter g 
'golf .ball n a spherical ball that carries the characters in an electnc 
lypewnter 

'golf .course n an area of land laid nut for playing golf consisting of a 
senes of 9 or 18 holes each with a tee, fairway, and putting green 
golfer /golfa/ n sby who plays golf 

'golf .links n a golf course, esp near the sea - often pi with sing 
meaning 

Golgi /'golji, 'golgi/ adj of the Golgi apparatus or bodies vesicles} 
'Golgi .appa.ratus n a cytoplasmic organelle that appears in electron 
microscopy as a senes of parallel (vesicular) membranes and is concerned 
with secretion of cell products [Camillo Golgi tl926 It physician] 
'Golgi .body n (a discrete panicle oO the Golgi apparatus 
Goliath /ga'lie-ath/ n a giant [Heb Golyath, biblical giant of the 
Philistines slam by David (1 Sam 17)] 

Go'liath .beetle n a very large Afncan beetle that has a black body 
marked with white stnpes 

golliwog, gollywog /'goli.wog/ n a child's doll made from soft matenal 
that is dressed as a man and has a black face and black hair standing out 
round its head [Golliwogg, an animated doll in children's fiction by 
Bertha Upton 1 19 12 US wnter] 
gollop /'gobp/ vt or n (to) gulp - infml [by alter ] 

^golly /goli/ inteij - used to express surpnse [euphemism for God] 
‘golly n a golliwog [by shonemng Sl alter ] 
goloeh /ga'losh/ n, chiefly Br a galosh 

gon-, gono- comb form sexual, reproductive, gonad <gon/d/u/n) [Gk, fr 
gonos procreation, seed, fr gignesthai to be bom - more at kin] 

-gon /-gon, -gan/ comb form ( -* n) geometrical figure having (so many) 
angles <decagon> [NL -gonum, fr Gk -gonon, fr gonia angle •^kin to Gk 
gony knee - more at knee] 

gonad /’gohnad; also 'go-/ n any of the pnmary sex glands (e g the ovanes 
or testes) [NL gonad-, gonas, fr Gk gonos] - gonadal /-'nadl/ adj 
gonadotrophic /.gonada'trohfik, ga,nada-/. gonadotropic /-'tropik/ adj 
acting on or stimulating the gonads [ISV] 

gonadotrophin /.gona'dotrafin, go,nadoh'trohrin/, gonadotropin 
/.gona'dotrapin, go.nadoh'trohpin/ n a gonadotrophic hormone (eg 
follicle-stimulating hormone) 

gondola /gondab/ o 1 a long narrow flat-bottomed boat used on the 
canals of Venice 2a an enclosure suspended from a balloon for carrying 
passengers or instruments b a cabin suspended from a cable and used for 
transporting passengers (e g up a ski slope) 3 a fixture approachable from 
all sides used in self-service reuil shops to display merchandise [It, fr ML 
gondola, dim. of (assumed) VL condua] 


gondolier /.gonda'ha/ n a boatman who propels a gondob (F, fr It 
gondohere, fr gondola] 

'gone /gon/ adj la involved, absorbed {far ^ in hystenay b pregnant by 
a specified length of time <5/ie’s 6 months > c infatuated - often on; 
infml <wa$ real ^ on that man} 2 dead - euph [fr pp of go] 

‘gone adv, Br past, turned </r's ^ 3 o'clocky 
goner /'gona/ n one whose case or state is hopeless or lost - infml 
gonfalon /gonfabn/ n a gonfanon [It gonfalone, fr Olt, fr OF grmfa- 
non, gonfalon] 

gonfanon /'gonb.non, -nan/ n a flag that hangs from a crosspiece or 
frame [ME gonfanoun, fr MF gonfanon, fr OF, of Gmc ongin; akin to 
OHG gundfano war flag, fr gund- battle, war -v -fano cloth] 
gong /gong/ n 1 a disc-shaped percussion instrument* that produces a 
resounding tone when struck with a usu padded hammer 2 a flat 
saucer-shaped bell 3 a medal or decoration - slang [Malay A. Jav, of imit 
origin] - gong vi 

goni-, gonio- comb form comer; angle <goniomefei'> [Gk gonia] 
gonidium /go'nidi-am/ n, pi gonidia /-di-»/ an asexual reproductive cell 
or group of cells in or on a gametophyte [NL, fr gon- -t- -idium] - gonidial 
adj 

goniometer /.gohm'omita/ u an instrument for measuring angles - 
goniometry /-'omdtn/ n, goniometric Ani-a'metnk/ adj 
gonna /"gond, gona/ verbal auxiliary pres to be going to </’/n wash 
that man right out of my hair - Oscar Hammerstein) - nonstandard 
[alter of going to] 
gono- - sec gon- 

gonococcus /.gonoh'kokds/ n, pi gonococci /-'kok(s)ie, -'kok(s)i/ the 
pus-producing bactenum that causes gonorrhoea [NL] - gonococcal, 
gonococcic /-'kok(s)ik/ adj 

gonorrhoea, chiefly NAm gonorrhea /.gona'na/ n a venereal disease in 
which there is inflammation of the mucous membranes of the genital 
tracts caused by gonococcal bactena [NL, fr LL, morbid loss of semen, 
fr Gk gonorrhoia, fr gon- + -rrhoia -rrhoea] - gonorrhoeal adj 
-gony /-g(D)ni/ comb form ( - n) origin, reproduction; manner of coming 
into being (sporogony) <cos/nogony> [L -gonia, fr Gk, fr gonos] 
goo /gooh/ n 1 sticky matter 2 cloying sentimentality USE infml [perh 
alter of glue] - gooey adj 

'good /good/ adj better /Vts/, best /best/ la(l) of a favourable 
character or tendency news} (2) bountiful, fertile land} (3) 
handsome, attractive <>*» looks} b(l) suitable, fit (jt's a ^ day for 
planting roses} (2) free from injury or disease, whole </ ^ arm} (3) not 
depreciated <had money dnves out ^ > (4) commercially sound <a ^ 
nsky (5) certain to last or live for another you-} (6) certain to pay 
or cvintribute for a few quid} (7) certain to elicit a specified result 
<^alwa; a ^ for a laugh} c(l) agreeable, pleasant; specif amusing (2) 
bcnc'Vial to the health or character (^spinach is ~ for you} (3) not rotten; 
fresh \the beef is still d ample, full e(l) well-founded, true 
reasons} (2) deserving of respect, honourable </n ^ standing} (3) legally 
Valid title} f(l) adequate, satisfactory, also strong, robust (2) 
conforming to a standard English} (3) choice, discnminating 
taste} 2a(l) morally commendable; virtuous <a man} (2) correct, 
specif well-behaved (3) kind, benevolent intentions} b reputable; 
specif wcllbora <a - family} c competent, skilful (a ^ doctor} d loyal 
<a ^ Catholic} [ME, fr OE god, akin to OHG guot good, Skt gadh to 
hold fast] - goodlsh adj - aa good as virtually; in effect <as good as dead) 

- as good as gold extremely well-behaved (the child was as good as gold) 

- good and very, entirely - infml (should be good and ready by Tuesday} 
in someone's good books in sby's favour 

‘good n la sthg good (it's no complaining} b the quality of being good 
(to know ^ from evil} c a good element or portion (recognized the 
in him} 2 prospenty, benefit (for the ^ of the commumty} 3a sthg that 
has economic utility or satisfies an economic want - usu pi b pi personal 
property having intnnsic value but usu excluding money, securities, and 
negotiable instruments c pi wares, merchandise (tinned ^s > A pi but 
sing or pi in constr the desired or necessary article (came up with the ^s) 

- infml 5 pi proof of wrongdoing - slang (the police have got the on 
him} - for good forever, permanently - to the good 1 for the best, 
beneficial (this nun is all to the good) 2 in a position of net gain or profit 
(he ended the game £10 to the good) 

*good adv well - infml 
.good 'book n, often cap GAB the Bible 

'goodbye, NAm also go^by /good'bie/ inteij - used to express farewell 
[alter, of God be with you] 

Hioodbye, NAm also goodby n a concluding remark or gesture at parting 
(time to say our ^ s> 
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*'0OCKl*for-, nothing adj of no value; worthless 
^iKXl'for-nothing n an idle worthless person 
.Good 'Friday n the Fnday before Easter, observed in churches as the 
anniversary of the crucifixion of Christ [fr its special sanctity] 
.good-*hoartod adj having a kindly generous disposition - 
good-beartedly adv, good-heartedness n 

.good-'humourad adj good-natured, cheerful - good-humouredly 
adv 

goodia /'goodi/ n a goody 

'good ,lifa n a life marked by a high standard of living 
.good-'looking adj having a pleasing or attractive appearance - 

good-looker n 

goodly /'goodli/ adj 1 significantly large m amount; considerable <a ^ 
ttumbery 2 archaic pleasantly attractive; handsome 
,good-'natured adjeXa cheerful and cooperative disposition > goodna- 
turedly adv, good-naturedness n 

goodnoM /'goodnis/ n the nutntious or beneficial part of sthg (boil all 
the ^ out of the meaty ['good v -ness] 

.good o, good oh /oh/ inteij - used as an expression of approval or 
pleasure 

.good 'officos 0 pi power or action that helps sby out ot a difficulty - 
often in through the good offices of 
.Good Sa'marltan /sa'maritCatn/ n Samaritan 2a 
'goods .train n. chiefly Br a train of wagons for carrying goods 
.good-'tam pared adj having an even temper; not easily annoyed ~ 
good-temperedly adv, good-temperedness n 
'good-, time .girl n a female prostitute - euph 
.goocTwIII/- 'wil/ f} la a kindly feeling of approval and support; benevol- 
ent interest or concern b the favour or prestige that a business has 
acquired beyond the mere value of what it sells 2a cheerful consent b 
willing effort - goodwillcd adj 

.good 'word n a favourable statement (put in a ^ for me) 
goody, goodie /goodi/ n 1 sthg particularly attractive, pleasurable, or 
desirable 2 a good person or hero USE infml 
'goody-.goody n or adj ($by) affectedly or ingratiatingly pnm or virtuous 
- infml 

'goof /goohf/ n 1 a ridiculous stupid person 2 chiefly NAm a blunder 
USE infml (prob alter of E dial, goff (simpleton)] 

*goof ri>, chiefly NAm vi to make a goof; blunder vt to make a mess of, 
bungle - often + up USE infml 

'goofball /-.bawl/ n, NAm a mentally abnormal person > slang 
go off vi 1 to explode 2 to go forth or away, depart 3 to undergo decline, 
or deterioration; specif, of food or dnnk to become rotten or sour 4 to 
follow a specified course; proceed (the party went off welfy 5 to make 
a characteristic noise; sound (the alarm went ofO - compare go off nit 
DEEP END 

goofy /goohfi/ adj silly, daft - infml - goofliy adv, gooflness n 
googly /"goobgli/ n a usu slow delivery by a right-handed bowler in 
cricket that is an off break as viewed by a nght-handed batsman although 
apparently delivered with a leg-break action [ongin unknown] 
googol /goohgol/ n ten raised to the power 100 [coined by a child] 
'googol,plex A.pleks/ n ten raised to the power of a googol [googol + 
-plex (as in duplex)] 

goo-goo /gooh gooh/ adj loving, enticing - infml; chiefly in goo-goo eyes 
(make -- eyes at each other - New Repubhey [prob alter of goggle, adj, 
staring] 

goon /goohn/ n 1 NAm a man hired to tenronze or eliminate opponents 
2 an idiot, dope - slang [partly short for E dial gooney (simpleton); partly 
fr Alice the Goon, subhuman comic-stnp creature by E C Segaj^^tI938 
US cartoonist] - goony adj 

go on vi 1 to continue; carry on 2 2a to proceed (as lO by a logical step 
(he went on to explain whyy b of time to pass 3 to take place; happen 
(what’s going on^ 4 to be capable of being put on (her gloves wouldn’t 
go on) 5a to talk, esp in an effusive manner (the way people go on about 
poUutiony h to criticize constantly; nag (you're always going on at me) 
6a to come into operation, action, or production (the tights went on at 
aunaety b to appear on the stage 7 Br to manage; get along (how did 
you go on for moneyTy 

goOMnetor /gooh'sanda/ n a sawbill duck of the northern hemisphere 
[alter, of earlier gossander, prob fr gos- (as in gosling) ^ bergander 
(sheldrake)] 

'goo«g /goohs/ n, pi {I A 2) geese /gees/, (i) gooaes 1 (the female oO 
any of numerous large long-necked web-footed waterfowl 2 a simpleton, 
dolt 3 a tailor's smoothing iron with a gooseneck handle [ME gas, fr OE 
gos, akin to OHG gans goose, L anser] - goosey adj 


^goosg vt, chiefly NAm to poke between the buttocks - vulg 
gooseberry /'goozb(3)n/ n 1 (the shrub that bears) an edible acid usu 
pnckly green or yellow fruit 2 an unwanted companion to 2 lovers - 
chiefly in to play gooseberry [perh fr 'goose + berry] 

'goose .bumps n pi, chiefly NAm gooseflesh 
'goose.flesh /-.flesh/ n a bnstling roughness of the skin produced by 
erection of its papillae, usu from cold or fear [prob fr the resemblance to 
a plucked fowl] 

'goose, foot /-.foot/ n, pi goosefoots any of several plants with small 
green flowers that grow esp on disturbed or cultivated land 
goosegog /'gooz,gog/ n, Br a gooseberry - infml [gooseberry 4 gog, of 
unknown origin] 

'goose .gross n cleavers 

'goose.neck /-.nek/ n sthg (e g a flexible jointed metal pipe) curved like 
the neck of a goose or U-shaped - goosenecked adj 
'goose .pimples n pi gooseflesh 

'goose .step n a straight-legged marching step - goose-stepper n 
go out VI la to leave a room, house, country, etc b to fight in a duel c 
to travel to a distant place (they went out to Africay d to work away from 
home (she went out charnngy 2a to become extinguished (the hall light 
went out) b to become obsolete or unfashionable c to play the last card 
of one’s hand 3 to spend time regularly with sby of esp the opposite sex 
4 to be broadca.st (the programme went out af 9 o'clocky 
go over vi 1 to become converted (e g to a religion or political party) 2 
to receive approval; succeed (my play should go over well m Scot- 
lan(f'> 

gopher /gohfa/ n 1 any of several Amencan burrowing rodents that are 
the size of a large rat and have large cheek pouches 2 any of numerous 
small N Amencan ground squirrels closely related to the chipmunks 
[origin unknown] 

goral /'gawr^l/ n cither of 2 E Asian mammals that resemble small 
antelopes [perh dcriv of Skt gaura gaur] 

'gorblimey /gaw'blicmi/ mterj, Br used to express surprise and indigna- 
tion; slang [euphemism for God blind me] 

*gorblimey adj, Br common, vulgar (spi^kc with a ^ accenty - no longer 
in vogue 

'Gordian .knot /gawdi-an, -dyan/ n an mtneate problem; esp one 
insoluble in its own terms [Gordius, King of Phrygia, who tied an 
intneate knot which supposedly could be undone only by the future ruler 
of Asia, and which Alexander the Great cut with his sword] 

'gore /gaw/ n (clotted) blood [ME, filth, fr OE gor, akin to OE wearm 
warm] 

’gore n a tapenng or tnangular piece of matcnal (e g cloth) used to give 
shape to sthg (e g a garment or sail) [ME, fr OE gara, akin to OE gar 
spear, Gk chaios shepherd's stafl] - gored adj 
’gore vt to picice or wound with a horn or tusk [MEgoren, prob fr gore, 
gare spear, fr OE gar] 

'gorge /gawj/ n 1 the throat 2 the (contents of the) stomach or belly 3 
the entrance into an outwork of a fort 4 a narrow steep-walled valley, 
often with a stream flowing through it ofcxiraphy [ME, fr MF. 
fr LL gurga, alter of L gurges throat, whirlpool ■ more at 
voracious] 

’gorge vi to cat greedily or until full ^vt 1 to fill completely or to the 
point of making distended (vans ^d with bloody 2 to swallow greedily 
-gorgern 

gorgeous /gawjas/ adj 1 splendidly beautiful or magnificent 2 very 
fine; pleasant (it was a day for a picnicy [ME gorgayse, fr MF gorgtas 
elegant, fr gorgtas neckerchief, fr gorge] - gorgeously adv, gorgeous- 
ness n 

gorget /gawjit/ n a piece of armour protecting the throat [ME. fr MF, 
fr gorge] 

gorgon /gawgan/ n 1 cap any of ^ sisters in Greek mythology who had 
live snakes in place of hair and whose glance t|imcd the beholder to stone 
2 an ugly or repulsive woman [L Gorgon-i Gorgo, fr Gk Gorgon] - 
Gorgonian /gaw'gohnyan, -m an/ adj 

gorgonien /gaw'gohnyan, -ni-an/ n any of an order of colonial 
anthozoan polyps [deriv of L gorgonia coral, fr Gorgon-, Gorgo] - 
gorgonian adj 

Gorgonzola /.gawgan'zohla/ n a blue- veined strongly flavoured cheese 
of Italian ongin [It. fr Gorgonzola, town in Italy] 
gorllle /ga'rila/ n 1 an anthropoid ape of western equatorial Afnca 
related to die chimpanzee but less erect and much larger — endan- 
gered 2 an ugly or brutal man [deriv of Gk Gorillai, a mythical African 
tribe of hairy women] 
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gormand-ize, ‘ise /'gawman.diez/ vb to eat voraciously, gorge \gor- 
mand, alter, of gourmand] - gormandizer n 

gormless /'gawmlis/ adj, Br lacking understanding and intelligence, 
stupid - infinl [alter, of E dial, gaumless, fr gaum attention, understand- 
ing (fr ME gome, fr ON gaum, gaumr) + -less] 
go round w 1 to spread, circulate (^there’s a rumour going round) 2 to 
satisfy demand; meet the need </io/ enough jobs to go round) 3 go 
AROUND 1 

gorse /gaws/ n a spiny yellow-flowered evergreen leguminous European 
shrub [ME gorst, fr OE - more at horror] - gorsy adj 
Qorsedd /'gawsedh/ n a mock druidical institution that assembles twice 
a year to confer bardic degrees and titles [W, lit , mound, court, 
throne] 

gory /'gawri/ adj 1 covered with gore, bloodstained 2 full of violence, 
bloodcurdling <a - filmj 

gosh /gosh/ interj ~ used to express surprise [euphemism for God] 
goshawk /'gos,hawk/ n any of several long-tailed hawks with short 
rounded wings [ME goshawke, fr OE goshafoc, fr gos goose « hafoc 
hawk] 

gosling /'gozling/ n a young goose [ME. fr gos goose] 

.go-'slow n, Br a deliberate slowing down of production by workers as 
a means of forcing management's compliance with their demands 
'gospel /"gospl/ n I olien cap the message of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ; esp any of the first 4 books of the New 
Testament, or any similar apocryphal book, relating this 2 cap a liturgical 
reading from any of the New Testament Gospels 3 the message or 
teachings of a religious teacher or movement 4a sthg accepted as a 
guiding pnnciple <r/ie ^ of hard work; b sthg so authontative as not to 
be questioned </Aey took his word as ^ ) [ME, fr OE godspel, fr god good 
^ spell tale * tf- -r-' at splll] 

’gospel adj 1 of the Christian gospel, evangelical 2 of or being usu 
evangelistic religious songs of American ongin 
'gospel .side n, oBen cap G the left side of an altar or chancel as one 
faces It [fr the custom of reading the Gospel from this side] 
gossamer /'gosoma/ /i 1 a film of cobwebs floating in air in calm clear 
weather 2 sthg light, insubstantial, or tenuous [ME gossamer, fr gos 
goose f somer summer] ■ gossamer adj, gossamery adj 
'gossip /'gosip/ n 1 sby who habitually reveals usu sensational facts 
concerning other people’s actions or lives 2a (rumour or report oO the 
facts related by a gossip b a chatty talk [ME gossib godparent, crony, 
fr OE godsibb, fr god ♦ sibb kinsman, fr sibb related] - gossipry /-pri/ 
n, gossipy adj 

’gossip VI to relate gossip - gossiper n 

got /got/ 1 past of OFT 2 pres pi & IA2 sing ofoci </ ^ news for 
you} (^we ^ to goj ~ nonstandard, compare gotcha, gotta 
gotcha /'gocha/ interj 1 - used to indicate that one has understood 2 
- used as a shout of triumph when seizing sthg or succeeding in an attempt 
USE infml [alter of got you] 

Goth /goth/ n a member of a Germanic people that invaded parts of the 
Roman Empire between the 3rd and Sth c ad [LL Gothi, pi, of Umc 
ongin] 

'Gothic /'gothik/ adj 1 of the Goths, their culture, or Gothic 2 of a style 
of architecture prevalent from the middle of the 12th c to the early 16th 
c charactenzed by vaulting and pointed arches 3 oHen not cap of or like 
a class of novels of the late 18th and early 19th c dealing with macabre 
or mystenous events - gothically adv, Gothicisro /-,siz(9)m/ n, gothicize 
/-.sicz/ V/ 

’Gothic n 1 the E Germanic language of the Goihs^2 Gothic architectural 
style 3a black letter b sans serif USE (J) — f alphabet 
,Gothic Revival n an artistic and architectural style of the i8th and 
19th c largely imitative of Gothic style 
go through vi 1 to continue firmly or obstinately to the end -- often + 
with <^can't go through with the wedding} 2a to receive approval or 
sanction b to come to a desired or satisfactory conclusion 
'gotta /got®/ vt pres to have a </ ^ horse} - nonstandard [alter of 
got a] 

’gotta verbal auxiliary pres to have to; must <we go} - nonstandard 
[alter, of got to] 

gotten /'gotn/ NAm past part of get 

g6tterdlbmmerung /.guhta'dcmaroong/ n, often cap the final destruc- 
tion of the gods and the world in Germanic mythology [G, twilight of 
the gods] 

gouache /goo'ahsh (Fr gwaj)/ n a method of painting with opaque 
watercolours that have been ground in water and mixed with a gum 


preparation [F, deriv of L aquatio act of fetching water, fr aquatus, pp 
of aquan to fetch water, fr aqua water - more at island] 

Gouda /'gowda/ n a mild cheese of Dutch ongin that is similar to Edam 
but contains more fat [Gouda, town in the Netherlands] 

'gouge /gowj/ n I a chisel with a curved cross section and bevel on the 
concave side of the blade 2 chiefly NAm overcharging, extortion - infml 
[ME^ow^e, fr MF gouge, fr LLgulbia, of Celt ongin; akin to Olrgulban 
sting] 

’gouge vt 1 to scoop out (as lO with a gouge 2a to force out (an eye), 
esp with the thumb 3 chiefly NAm to subject to extortion; overcharge - 
infml - gonger n 

goulash /'goohlash/ n 1 a meat stew made usu with veal or beef and 
highly seasoned with papnka 2 a round in bndge played with hands dealt 
in lots of S, S, and 3 cards consecutively from a pack formed by the 
unshufHed arranged hands from a previous deal [Hung gulyas herds- 
man's stew] 

go under vi to be destroyed or defeated; fail (empty order books and high 
interest charges forced the company to go under) 
go up VI, Br to enter or return to a university 
gourd /gooad/ n (the fruit oO any of the cucumber family of typically 
tendnl-beanng climbing plants (e g the melon, squash, and pumpkin); esp 
any of vanous hard-rind^l inedible fruits used for ornament or for vessels 
and utensils [ME gourde, fr MF, fr L cucurbits] 
gourde /gooad/ n 3" Haiti at nationai ity [AmerF, fr F, fern of 
gourd numb. dull, heavy, fr L gurdus dull, stupid] 
gourmand /'gawmand, 'gooa- (Fr gurmu)/ n one who is excessively fond 
of or heartily interested in food and dnnk [Ni? gourmant] - goumumdiaa 
n 

gourmet /'gawmay, 'gooa- (Fr gurmr)/ n a connoisseur of food and 
dnnk [F, fr MF, alter of gromet boy servant, vintner's assistant, fr ME 
grom groom] ~ gourmet adj 

gout /gowt/ n 1 painful inflammation of the joints, esp that of the big 
toe, resulting from a metabolic disorder in which there is an excessive 
amount of unc acid in the blood 2 a sticky blob [ME goute, fr OF, gout, 
drop, fr L gutta drop] - gouty adj 

govern /'guv(a)n/ vt 1 to exercise continuous sovereign authonty over 
2a to control, determine, or strongly influence (availability often 
choice} b to hold in check; restrain 3 to require (a word) to be in a usu 
specified case (in English a transitive verb s a pronoun in the accus- 
ative} 4 to serve as a precedent or deciding pnnciple for (habits and 
customs that ^ human decisions} ^vi 1 to prevail 2 to exercise 
authonty [ME govemen, fr OF govemer, fr L gubemare to steer, govern, 
fr Gk kybeman] - governable adj 
governance /’guv(a)n9ns/ n governing or being governed - fml 
governess /'guv(a)nis/ n a woman entrusted with the pnvate teaching 
and often supervision of a child 

government /'guv(9)nmant, 'guvamant/ it 1 governing; specif 
authontative direction or control 2 the office, authonty, or function of 
governing 3 policy making as distinguished from administration 4 the 
machinery through which political authonty is exercised 5 sing or pi in 
constr the body of people that constitutes a governing authonty - 
governmental /-'menti/ adj, govemmenCally adv 
governor /'guv(a)na/ n la a ruler, chief executive, or nominal head of 
a political unit b a commanding officer c the managing director and usu 
the pnncipal officer of an institution or organization d a member of a 
group (e g the governing body of a school) that controls an institution 2 
a device giving automatic control of pressure, fuel, steam, etc, esp to 
regulate speed 3a sby (e g a father, guardian, or employer) looked on as 
governing - slang b Mister, Sir - slang, used as a familiar form of address 
['govern + '-or] - govemorate /-rat, -rayt/ n, govemorsbip n 
.governor-general n, pi govemors-general, governor-generali a gov- 
ernor of high rank, esp one representing the Crown in a Commonwealth 
country > governor-generalship n 

gowan /*gow9n/ n, chiefly Scot oxeye daisy, broadly any white or 
yellow meadow flower [prob alter of ME gollan] 
gown /gown/ n la a loose flowing robe worn esp ^a professional or 
academic person when acting in an official capacity garment b a 
woman's dress, esp one that is elegant or for formal wear c an outer 
garment worn in an operating theatre 2 the body of students and staff of 
a college or university <nors between town and ) [ME, fr MF goune, 
fr LL gunna, a fur or leather garment] 
gownsman /'gownzman/ n a professional or academic person 
goy /goy/ n, pi goyim /-am, -eem/, goya a gentile > chiefly derog 
[Yiddish, fr Hcb goy people, nation] - goyiah adj 
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.Graafian ‘folUcIa /'grahfi>9n/ n a vesicle in the ovary of a mammal 
enclosing a developing egg [Regnier de Gnsf tl673 D anatomist] 
'Orab /grab/ vb -bb- vr 1 to take or seize hastily or by a sudden motion 
or grasp 2 to obtain unscrupulously 3 to forcefully engage the attention 
of > infml </ie s an audience) vt to make a grab; snatch [obs D or 
LG gnbben; akin to ME gnspen to grasp, Skt grbhMti he seizes] - 
jabber n 

*grabn la a sudden snatch b an unlawful or unscrupulous seizure c sthg 
intended to be grabbed - often in combination <a grab-ra//) 2a a 
mechanical device for clutching an object - up for grabs available for 
anyone to take or win - infml 
'grab .bag n. chie/Iy NAm lucky dip 
grabby /grabi/ adj grasping, greedy - infml 
graban /'grahb(9)n/ n rift valley [G, ditch] 

'graca /grays/ n la unmerited divine assistance given to human beings 
for their regeneration or sanctification b a state of being pleasing to God 
2 a short prayer at a meal asking a blessing or giving thanks 3a disposition 
to or an act or instance of kindness or clemency b a speaal favour <eac^ 
in his place, by nght, not shall rule his heritage - Rudyard Kipling) 
c a temporary exemption; a reprieve d approval, favour 4a a charming 
trait or accomplishment b an elegant appearance or effect; charm c ease 
and suppleness of movement or bearing 5 - used as a title for a duke, 
duchess, or archbishop 6 consideration, decency <^had the ^ to blushy 
[ME fr OF, fr L gratia favour, charm, thanks, fr gratus pleasing, grateful, 
akin to OHG queran to sigh, Skt grnati he praises] - wiA bad/good grace 
(un)willingly or (un)happily <^took his defeat with good grace) 

*gr«ce vt 1 to confer dignity or honour on 2 to adorn, embellish 
graceful Z'graysRa)!/ adj displaying grace in form, action, or movement 
- graccfnlly adv, gracefulnest n 

graceless /grayslis/ adj 1 lacking a sense of propnety 2 devoid of 
elegance; awkward ('oracf -less] - gracelcaaly adv, graccless- 

‘grace .note n a musical note added as an ornament music 
Graces /graysiz/ n pi the 3 beautiful sister goddesses in Greek myth- 
ology who are the givers of charm and beauty 
gracile /'grasiel/ adj 1 slender, slight 2 graceful [L gracilis] - gracile- 
ncas, graeility /gra'sibti/ n 

gracious /grayshas/ adj la marked by kindness and courtesy b marked 
by tact and delicacy c having those qualities (e g comfort, elegance, and 
freedom from hard work) made possible by wealth living^ 2 merciful, 
compassionate - used conventionally of royalty and high nobility [ME, 
fr MF graaeus, fr L gratiosus enjoying favour, agreeable, fr gratia] -• 
gradoualy adv, graciouancas n 

gracklo /'grakl/ n any of vanous Old World starlings [denv of L 
graculus jackdaw] 

gradablOt gradeable /'graydsbl/ adj capable of grammatical companson 
or intensification <beautiful is a ^ adjective, but atomic is noV} [^orade 
+ -able] - gradabiliCy /-'bibii/ n 

gradate /grs'dayt/ vi to shade into the next colour, note, or stage vr 
to arrange in a progression, scale, or series [back-formation fr grada- 
tion] 

gradation /gra'dayshfajn/ n 1 (a step or place in) a senes forming 
successive stages 2 a gradual passmg from one tint or shade to another 
(eg in a painting) 3 ablaut [ViRade ^ -ation] - gradatioaal adj, 
gradationally adv 

*grada /grayd/ u la(l) a stage in a process (2) a position in a scale of 
ranks or qualities b a degree of severity of illness 2 a class of things of 
the tame stage or degree 3 a gradient 4 a domestic animal with one parent 
purebred and the other of inferior breeding 5 MAm a school form, a class 
6 NAm a mark indicating a degree of accomplishment at school [F. fr 
L gradus step, degree; akin to L gradi to step, go, Lith gndyu to go, 
wander] > griMlelesa adj 

’grade vt la to arrange in grades; sort b to arrange in a scale or series 

2 to improve (e g cattle) by breeding with purebred animals - often + up 

3 NAm to assign a mark to - grader n 

•gradg /-grayd/ comb form (-* adj) walking <p/aiit/grade); moving 
</vrr 0 grade) (F, fr L -gradus, fr gradi] 

'grad# .croaaing a, chiefly NAm level crossing 
gradient /'graydi*ant. -dyant/ n 1 the degree of inclination of a road or 
slope; also a sloping road or railway 2 change in the value of a (specified) 
quantity with change in a given variable, esp distance <a vertical tempera- 
ture ^><J coacentrathn ^) [L gradient-, gradiens, prp of gradi] 
gradual ^gradyoool, -jooal, -jal/ adj proceeding or happening by steps or 
degrees [ML graduaJis, fr gnu/us] - gndaally adv, gradnalncas n 


graduand /'gradyoo.and. -joo-/ n, Br one about to graduate [ML 
graduandus, gerundive of gnduare] 

'graduate /'gradyoo'at, -joo-/ n 1 the holder of an academic degree 2 
a graduated cup, cylinder, or flask for measuring 3 chiefly NAm one who 
has completed a course of study [ME graduat, fr ML graduates, fr pp 
of graduare to graduate, fr gradus] 

Hiraduate adj 1 holding an academic degree or diploma <a ^ secretary) 
2 postgraduate 

’graduate /'gradyoo.ayt, -joo-/ vt 1 to mark with degrees of measure- 
ment 2 to divide into grades or intervals -- vi 1 to receive an academic 
degree 2 to move up to a usu higher stage of experience, proficiency, or 
prestige 3 to change gradually 4 NAm to complete a course of study - 

graduator n 

graduation /.gradyoo'ay$h(a)n, -joo-/ /i 1 a mark (e g on an instrument 
or vessel) indicating degrees or quantity 2 the award of an academic 
degree 

graac-ize, -ise /'gree.siez/ vt, often cap to make Greek or Hellenistic in 
character 

Graeco-, chiefly NAm Greco- /greekoh-/ comb form 1 Greek nation, 
people, or culture <Graecomania) 2 Greek and (^Graeco- Roman) [L 
Graeco-, fr G/aecus] 

.Qraeco-'Roman /.greekoh/ n a style of wrestling resembling 
catch-as-catch-can but in which holds on the legs are disallowed 
Graf /grahf/ fern Grafln /'grayfin/ n, pi Grafen /grahfn/ a German, 
Austnan. or Swedish count - usu used as a title [G] 
graffito /graTeetoh, gra-/ n. pi graffiti /-ti/ an inscnption or drawing, 
usu of a crude or political nature, made on a wall. rock, etc - usu pi [It, 
dim of grafTto scratch, fr graffiare to scratch] 

'graft /grahft/ vt la to cause (a plant scion) to unite with a stock, also 
to unite (plants or scion and stock) to form a graft b to propagate (a plant) 
by grafting 2 to attach, add 3 to implant (living tissue) surgically ^ vi 

1 to become grafted 2 to perform grafting 3 NAm to practise graft [ME 
graften, alter of graffen, fr graffe graft, fr MF grafe, fr MLgraphium, fr 
L, stylus, fr Gk grapheion, fr graphem to wnte • more at carve] - 
grafter n 

’graft n la a grafted plant b (the point of insertion upon a stock oO a scion 

2 (living tissue used in) grafting 3a the improper use of one's position (e g 
public office) to one’s pnvate, esp financial, advantage b sthg acquired 
by graft 

’graft VI, Br to work hard - slang [H dial gfhft (to dig), alter of ’^rsve] 
- graft n 

Grail /grayl/ n holy grail [ME graal, fr MF. bowl, grail, fr ML 
gradalis] 

'grain /grayn/ n 1 a seed or fruit of a cereal grass, also (the seeds or fruits 
collectively of) the cereal grasses or similar food plants 2a a discrete 
(small hard) particle or crystal (e g of sand, salt, or a metal) b the least 
amount possible (^not a of truth in what he said) c fine crystallization 
(e g of sugar) 3 a fast dye 4a a granular surface, nature, or appearance 
b the outer or hair side of a skin or hide (from which the hair has been 
removed) 5 J'' unit 6a the arrangement of the fibres in wood b the 
direction, alignment, or texture of the constituent particles, fibres, or 
threads <rAe ^ of a rock) <fAe of a fabnc) 7 tactile quality 8 natural 

disposition or character, temper 9 (a brilliant scarlet dye made from) 
either kermes or cochineal - not now used technically [ME; partly fr MF 
gram cereal grain, fr L granum\ partly fr MF graine seed, kermes, fr L 
grana, pi of granum - more at 'corn] - grained adj, grainy adj, graininess 
n - against the grain counter to one's inclination, disposition, or feel- 
ing 

’grain vt I to form into grams; granulate 2 to paint in imitation of the 
gram of wood or stone ^vi to becoiae granular; granulate - 
grainer n 

grain whisky n whisky distilled from barley and maize m continuous 
stills and used chiefly in producing blended' whiskies 
'gralloch /'grabkh/ n, Br the entrails of a dSad animal, esp a deer killed 
in a hunt [ScGael greallach] 

’gralloch vt, Br to remove the entrails from (e g a deer) 

'gram /gram/ n a leguminous plant (e g the thick-pea) grown esp for its 
seed [obs Pg (now grao), gram, fr L granum] 

’gram, gnunme n one thousandth of a kilogram (about 0.04oz) unit 
[F gramme, fr LL gramma, a small weight, fr Ok grammat-, gramma 
letter, writing, a small weight, fr graphem to write - more at carve] 
-gram /-gram/ comb form (-» n) drawing; wnting; record 
^ideogram) (telegram) <cA/tuiogram) [L -gramma, fr Gk, fr gramma] 
gram atom n a quantity of an element m grams with a weight numeri- 
cally equal to its atomic weight 
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gramineous /grd'mini-ds/, graminaceous /.grannrnayshos/ adj of a grass 
[L grammeus, fr gramm-, gramen grass] ~ gramlneousncss n 
grammalogue /'gramojog/ n a logogram [Gk gramma letter ^ E 
‘loguc] 

'grammar /'grama/ n 1 the study of the classes of words, their inflec- 
tions. and their functions and relations in the sentence; broadly this study 
when taken to include that of phonology and sometimes of usage 2 the 
characteristic system of inflections and syntax of a language 3a a 
grammar textbook b speech or wnting evaluated according to its con- 
formity to grammatical rules 4 the pnnciples or rules of an art, science, 
or technique (ME gramere, fr MF gramaire, modif of L grammatica, fr 
Gk grammatike, fr fern of grammattkos of letters, fr grammat-, gramma] 
- grammarian /gra'meon-an/ n 

^grammar ady of the type of education provided at a grammar school <f/ie 
streamy 

'grammar .school n 1 a secondary school that emphasized the study 
of the classics 2 Br a secondary school providing an academic type of 
education from the age of 1 1 to 18 

grammatical /gra'matikl/ adj 1 of grammar 2 conforming to the rules 
of grammar - grammatically adv, grammaticalness n. grammaticality 
A'kabti/ n 

gram>molecular weight n 'molf 
'gram .molecule n 'moi.e 

,gram-'negativea4( not holding the purple dye when stained by Gram’s 
method 

gramophone /'gramafohn/ n a device for reproducing sounds from the 
vibrations of a stylus resting in a spiral groove on a rotating disc, spcctf. 
chiefly Br rfcord piaykr [alter of phonogram] 

.gram-'positive adj holding the purple dye when stained by Gram’s 
method 

grampus /grampas/ n any of various (dolphinlike) small whales (e g the 
killer whale) (alter ofMEgraspey, frMF^rasyxr/s, fr^rasfat(fr 

L crassus) ^ peis fish (fr L piscis) - more at ‘fish] 

'Gram's .method /gramz/ n the treatment of bactena with a solution 
of iodine and potassium iodide after staining with gentian violet so that 
some species arc decolonzed and some remain coloured [Hans Gram 
tl938 Dan physician] 

gran /gran/ n, chiefly Br a grandmother - infml 
grana /'grayna/ pi ofoRANiiM 

granadilla /.grana'dib/ n the oblong fruit of vanous (tropical Amencan) 
passionflowers used as a dessert (Sp, dim of granada pomegranate] 
granary /'granan/ n 1 a storehouse for threshed gram 2 a region 
producing gram in abundance (L grananum, fr granum gram] 

'grand /grand/ adj 1 having more importance than others, toicmost 2 
complete, comprehensive {the ~ total of all money paid out} 3 main, 
pnncipal 4 large and sinking m size, extent, or conception <a ^ design} 
5i lavish*' sumptuous <a ~ celebration} b marked by regal form and 
dignity, imposing c lofty, sublime {wnting in the style} 6 intended 
to impress <a man of gestures and pretentious statements} 1 very 
good, wonderful - mfml <a - lime} [MF, large, great, grand, fr L 
grandis] ~ grandly adv, grandness n 

’grand n 1 grand piano la Bra thousand pounds b NAm a thousand 
dollars USE (2) slang 
.grandaunt /-'ahnt/ n a great-aunt 
grandchild /'gran.chield/ n a child of one's son or daughter 
granddad, grandad /'gran.dad/ n a grandfather - mfml 
granddaughter /'gran,dawta/ n a daughter of one's son or daughter 
.grand 'duchess n 1 the wife or widow of a grand duke 2 a woman 
having m her own nght the rank of a grand duke 
.grand 'duchy n the territory of a grand duke or grand du^ ' ss 
.grand 'duke n the sovereign ruler of any of vanous European states 
grande dame /.grond 'dahm (Fr grod dam)/ n a usu elderly dignified 
woman of high rank or standing [F, lit., great lady] 
grandee /gran'dee/ n a Spanish or Portuguese nobleman of the highest 
rank [Sp grande, fr grande, adj. large, great, fr L grandis] 
grandeur Agranja, -dya/ n 1 the quality of being large or impressive; 
magnificence 2 personal greatness marked by nobility, dignity, or power 
[ME.frMF, fr^nnd] 

grandfather /'gran(d).fahdha/ n the father of one's father or mother, 
broadly a male ancestor - grasdfatberly adj 

.grand,father 'clock n a tall pendulum clock standing directly on the 
floor [fr the song My Grandfather's Clock by Henry C Work tl884 US 
songwriter] 

grandiloquence /gran'dibkwans/ n lofly or pompous eloquence; bom- 


bast [prob fr MF, fr L grandUoquus using lofty language, fr grandis f 
loqui to speak] - grandiloquent adj, grandiloquently adv 
grandiose Agrandiohs, -ohz/ adj 1 impressive because of uncommon 
largeness, scope, or grandeur 2 charactenzed by affectation of grandeur 
or by absurd exaggeration [F. fr It grandtoso, fr grande great, fr L 
grandis] - grandiosely adv, gmndlosencas, grandiosity /-'osati/ n 
.grand 'Jury n a jury in the USA that examines accusations and if the 
evidence warrants makes formal charges 
grandma /'gran.mah, 'gram,mah/ n a grandmother - mfml 
grand mal /.gronh'mal (Fr gra mal)/ n (an attack oO the severe form 
of epilepsy - compare petit mal [F, lit., great illness] 

.grand 'master n a chess player who has consistently scored higher than 
a standardized score in international competition 
grandmother /'gran.mudha, 'grand-, 'gram-/ n the mother of one’s 
father or mother; broadly a female ancestor - grandiuotlieiiy adj 
.grand.mother 'clock n a smaller version of a grandfather clock 
.Grand 'National n the major Bntish steeplechase for horses that is run 
annually at Aintree near Liverpool 
grandnephew /’grand.nefyooh/ n a great-nephew 
'grand.niece /-.nees/ n a great-niece 

.grand 'opera n opera with a senous dramatic plot and no spoken 
dialogue 

grandpa /'gran, pah, 'gram-/ n a grandfather - mfml 
grandparent Agranfdkpedrant/ n the parent of one's father or mother 

- grandparentbood n, grandparental /-pa'rentl/ adj 
.grand pi'ano n a piano with honzontal frame and strings 

grand prix /.gronh 'pree (Fr grd pn)/ n, pi grand prix often cap GAP 
any of a senes of long-distance races for formula cars, held consecutively 
in difTerent countnes [F Grand Pnx de Paris, an international horse race 
established 1 863, lit . grand pnze of Paris] 

.grand 'slam n 1 the winning of all the tncks in 1 hand of a card game, 
specif bndge 2 a clean sweep or total success, esp m a sport 
grandson /'gran(d),sun/ n a son of one's son or daughter 
''grand.stand /-.stand/ n a usu roofed stand for spectators at a race- 
course, stadium, etc in an advantageous position for viewing the con- 
test 

’grandstand vi, NAm to play or act so as to impress onlookers - mfml 

- grandstander n 

.grand 'tour n 1 an extended tour of the Continent, formerly a usual part 
of the education of young British gentlemen - usu the 7 an extensive 
and usu educational tour 
'grand, uncia /-.ungkl/ n a great-uncle 

grange /graynj/ n a farm, esp a farmhouse with outbuildings [ME, 
granji.-v. farmhouse, fr MF, fr ML gramca, fr L granum gram] 
grani- ^omb form grain, seeds (gram vorous) [L, fr granum] 
granite /'granit/ /i 1 a very hard granular igneous rock formed of quartz, 
feldspar, and mica and used esp for building 2 unyielding firmness or 
endurance [It granito, fr pp of granire to granulate, fr grano gram, fr L 
granum] - granitelike adj, granitoid /-.toyd/ adj, granitic /gra'nitik/ 
adj 

'granite.ware /-.wea/ n ironware with mottled enamel usu m 2 tones 
of grey, also pottery with a speckled granitelike appearance 
'granny, grannie /'gram/ n a grandmother - infml [by shortenmg ft 
alter J 

’granny, grannie adj designed for use by an older relative - infml 
tlat^ 

'granny .bond n, Bra savings bond, available only to those over a certain 
age, which is guaranteed to maintain its value in line with the rate of 
inflation 

'granny .knot n a wrongly tied insecure reef knot 
.Granny 'Smith /smith/ n a large green variety of (cooking) apple 
[Mana Ann (‘Granny’) Smith tl870 Austr gardener] 
granolith Agranahth/ n an artiflcial stone of crushed granite and cement 
j/rano- granite (fr G) + -lith] > graaolitlik /-'lithik/ adj 
'grant /grahnt/ vt la to consent to carry out or fulfil (e g a wish or 
request) <« a child his wish} b to permit as a right, pnvilege, or favour 
{luggage allowances ^ ed fo passengen} 2 to bestow or transfer formally 
3a to be willing to concede b to assume to be true [ME granten, fr OF 
creamer, graanter, fr (assumed) VL credentare, fr L credent-, credens, prp 
of credere to believe - more at creed] - grantabk adlf, paater n, grantor 
/.grahn'taw/ n 

’grant n 1 sthg granted; esp a gift for a particular purpose 2 a transfer 
of propeny, also the property so transferred 

.grant-in-'aid n, pi gants4n-aid 1 a grant or subsidy paid by a central 
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to a local government in aid of a public undertaking 2 a grant to a school 
or individual for a project 

granul- /granyoolV. graMlI-, granulo- comb form granule <granulose> 
[LL grmtulum] 

granular /*granyoob/ adj (apparently) consisting of granules, having a 
grainy texture -> graaularly idv^ granularity /-'larati/ n 
granulata /'granyoo.layt/ vt to form or crystallize into grains or gran- 
ules <^d sugar') ^ vi , esp of a wound (to form minute granules of new 
capilLuies while begmning) to heal - granulator n, granulation 
/-'laysh(3)n/ a. gnnulntive /-.laytiv, -la-/ adj 
granule /'granyoohl/ n a small grain [LL granulum, dim. of L granum 
grain) 

granulocyte /'granyoob.siet/ n any of various white blood cells that 
have cytoplasm containing large numbers of conspicuous stainable gran- 
ules and a nucleus with many lobes - compare aoranulocyte, baso- 
phil, EOSINOPHIL [ISV] - granulocytic /-'sitik/ adj 
granum /'graynam/ n, pi grana /-na/ any of the stacks of thin layers of 
chlorophyll-containing material in plant chloroplasts [NL. fr L. gram] 
grape /grayp/ n 1 (any of a genus of widely cultivated woody vines that 
bear, in clusters.) a smooth-skinned juicy greenish white to deep red or 
purple berry eaten as a fruit or fermented to produce wine 2 grapeshot 
[Ml^ fr OF crape, grape hook, grape sulk, bunch of grapes, grape, of 
Gmc ongin; akin to OHG krapfo hook - more at crave] - grapy adj 
'grapa,f ruit /-.frooht/ n (a small tree that bears) a large round citrus fruit 
with a bitter yellow rind and a somewhat acid juicy pulp 
.grape 'hyacinth n any of several small plants of the lily family with 
many usu blue flowers 

'grapa.ahot /-^hot/ n a cluster of small iron balls used as a charge for 
a cannon 

'grapa,vine A.vien/ n a secret or unoflicial means of circulating informa- 
tion or gossip 

'graph /grahf, graf/ a 1 a diagram (e g a senes of points, a line, a curve, 
or an area) expressing a relation between quantities or vanables 2 the 
collection of all points whose coordinates satisfy a given relation (e g the 
equation of a function) [short for graphic formula] 

*graph vt to plot on or represent by a graph 
-graph /-.grahf, -,graf/ comb form ( * n) 1 sthg written or represented 
<niOAOgraph> (jnetograph) 2 instrument for recording or transmitting 
(sthg specified or by a specified means) <$ei5Aiograph> <re/egraph) [(1) 
MF -graphe, fr L -graphum, fr Gk -graphon, fr neut of -graphos wntten, 
fr gnphdn to wnte; (2) F 'graphe, fr LL -graphus writer, fr Gk 
-graphos] 

grapheme Agrafeem/ a the set of units of a writing system that represent 
a phoneme (jhe f of fin, the ph of phantom, and the gh of laugh are 
members of one - > - grapbemic /-'feemik/ adj, graphemlcally adv 
'graphic Agrafik/ also graphkal /-kl/ adj 1 formed by wnting, drawing, 
or engraving 2 marked by clear and vivid description; sharply outlined 
3a of the pictorial arts b of or employing engraving, etching, lithography, 
photography, or other methods of reproducing material in the graphic 
arts c of or according to graphics 4 of a rock or mineral surface having 
marks resembling written characters S of or represented by a graph 6 of 
writing [L graphicus, fr Gk graphtkos, fr graphem] - graphically adv, 
grapbiciicta A 

graphic Ala product of graphic art 2 a picture, map, or graph used 
for illustration or demonstration 3 a graphic representation displayed by 
a computer (e g on a VDU) 

-graphic /-'grafik/, -graphical /-kl/ comb form (-» adj) 1 written, 
represented, or transmitted in (such) a way <5ry/ographic> <ideographic> 
2 of writing on a (specified) subject <au/obiographic> [LL -graphigus, fr 
Ok -graphikoa, fr graphtkos] 

.graphic 'arts n pi the fine and applied arts of represenution, decoration, 
and writing or printing on flat surfaces 

'graphics n pi but sing or pi in constr la the art or science of drawing 
an object on a 2-dimen8iond surface according to mathematical rules of 
projection b graphic arts c (the art or technique of making) designs 
(eg advertising posters) conuining both typographic and pictorial 
elements 2 the process whereby a computer displays graphics on a VDU 
and an operator can manipulate them (e g with a light pen) 
graphite /grafiet/ n a soft black lustrous form of carbon that conducts 
electricity and is used esp in lead pencils and as a lubricant [G graphit, 
fr Gk gnphm to write] - graphitia /-fitiez, -fletiez/ vt, gra^tlc 
/gra‘ntik/ adj 

grapho* comb form writing <grapho/cigis/> [F, fr MF. fr Gk, fr graphe, 
ft graphdn] 

graphology /gra'fbbji/ n the study of handwriting, esp for the purpose 


of character analysis [F graphohgie, fr grapho- -i- -logie -logy] - ( 
ologist A, graphologiciil /-fa'lojikl/ adj 
‘graph .paper n paper ruled for drawing graphs 
-graphy /-grafi/ comb form (-> a) 1 wnting or representation in (such) 
a manner or on (a specified subject) or by (a specified means) 
(photography) (calligraphy) <biography> 2 art or science of 
(organography) (choreography) [L -graphia, fr Gk, fr graphein] - 
-grapher comb form ( - n) 

grapnel /grapnal/ a an instrument with several claws that is hurled with 
a line attached in order to hook onto a ship, the top of a wall, etc [ME 
grapenel, fr (assumed) MF grapinel, dim. of grapin, dim. of grape hook 

- more at orapl] 

grappa /'grapa/ n an Italian spint distilled from the fermented remains 
of grapes afler the juice has been extracted for making wine [It] 
'grapple /grapl/ A la grapnel 2 a hand-to-hand struggle [MF grappelle, 
dim of grape hook - more at grape] 
grapple vb grappling /'grapling, 'grapl ing/ vt to seize (as iQ with a 
grapple ^ vi to come to grips with, wrestle - grappler n 
graptolite /'grapta.liel/ a any of numerous extinct fossil Palaeozoic 
marine animals [Gk graptos painted (fr graphein to write, paint) t E 
-lite] 

'grasp /grahsp/ vi to make the motion of seizing, clutch v/ 1 to take, 
seize, or clasp eagerly (as lO with the fingers or arms 2 to succeed in 
understanding, comprehend [ME graspen - more at cirab] - graspable 
adj, grasper n 

^grasp n 1 a firm hold 2 control, power (he is in her ^) 3 the power 
of seizing and holding or attaining (success was just beyond his ‘^) 4 
comprehension (showed a firm ~ of her subject) 
grasping /'grahsping/ adj eager for matcnal pos.sessions; avancious - 
graspingly adv, graspingness n 

'grass /grabs/ a la herbage suitable or used for grazing animals b 
pasture, grazing 2 any of a large family of plants with slender leaves and 
(green) flowers in small spikes or clusters, that includes bamboo, wheat, 
rye, com, etc 3 land on which grass is grown (keep off the ^) 4 grass 
leaves or plants 5 cannabis, specif manjuana - slang 6 Br a police 
informer - slang [ME gras, fr OE grxs, akin to OHG gras grass, OE 
growan to grow; (6) rhyming slang grass(hopper) copper (policeman)] - 
grasslike adj - put/send out to grass to cause (sby) to enter usu enforced 
retirement ^ 

^grats vt l to feed (livestock) on grass 2 to cover or seed with grass - 
often + down -'Vi, Br to inform the police, esp to betray sby to the police 
~ slang 

'grasSihopper /-.hopa/ n any of numerous plant^ating insects with 
hind legs adapted for leaping - compare locust life evn f 
'grassland /-bnd, -.land/ n 1 farmland used for grazing 2 land on 
which the natural dominant plant forms are grasses plant 
.grass of Par'nassus /pah'nasss/ n any of a genus of perennial 
(marsh) plants with single small whitish flowers [Pa/Aassus. mountain in 
Greece] 

.grass 'roots a pi but sing or pi in constr 1 society at the local level as 
distinguished from the centres of political leadership 2 the fundamental 
level or source - grass-roots adj 

'grass .snake a a nonpoisonous Europeai^snake with 2 yellow or orange 
patches forming a collar behind its head defence 
.grass 'widow n a woman whose husband is temporanly away from 
her 

.grass 'widower n a man whose wife is temporanly away from him 
grassy /'grahst/ adj 1 consisting of or covered with grass 2 (having a 
smell) like grass 
grat /grat/ past of 'greet 

'grate /grayt/ Ala frame or bed of metahbars to hold the fuel in a 
fireplace, stove, or furnace 2 a fireplace [MB^ fr ML crata, grata hurdle, 
modif of L cratis > more at hurdle] 

’grate vt 1 to reduce to small particles by ^bbing on sthg rough 
cheese) 2a to gnash or gnnd noisily b to caiKK to make a rasping sound 
^vt 1 to mb or rasp noisily 2 to cause irritation; jar (his manner of 
talking son my nerves) [ME graten, fr Mf^ grater to scratch, of Gmc 
origin; akin to OHG krazzon to scratch] - gster a 
grateful Z'graytfCa)!/ adj 1 feeling or expressing thanks 2 pleasing, 
comforfing [ob& grate (pleasing, thankful), fr L gratus - more at grace] 

- gratefiilly adv, gratcAilneas a 

graticule /gratikyoohl/ Ala network or scale visible when using a 
telescope, microscope, etc and used in locating or measuring objects 2 the 
network of latitude and longitude lines on which a map is drawn [F, fr 
L craticula fine latticework, dim. of cratis] 
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gratification /,gratirrkaysh(3)n/ n 1 gratifying or being gratified 2 a 
source of satisfaction or pleasure 

gratify /’grati.fle/ vt 1 to be a source of or give pleasure or satisfaction 
to 2 to give in to, satisfy a whim} (MF gratihcr, fr L gratiflcan, lit , 
to make oneself pleasing, fr gratus + -tficart, passive of -ificare -ify] - 
gratifytngly adv 

grating /'grayting/ n 1 a partition, covenng. or frame of parallel bars 
or crossbars 2 a lattice used to close or floor any of various openings 3 
a set of close parallel lines or bars ruled on a polished surface to produce 
(optical) spectra by diffraction 

gratia /'gratis, 'grab-, 'gray*/ adv or adj without charge or recompense, 
free [ME. fr L grains, gratis, fr abl pi of gratia favour - more at 
gracfJ 

gratitude /'grati.tyoohd/ n the state or feeling of being grateful, thank- 
fulness [ME, fr MF or ML, MF, fr ML gratitudo, fr L gratus grate- 
ful] 

gratuitous /gra'tyooh itas/ adj la costing nothing, free b not involving 
a return benefit or compensation 2 not called for by the circumstances, 
unwarranted <f/ie film contained scenes of ^ violence) [L gratuitus, fr 
gmriis] - gratuitously adv, gratuitousness n 

gratuity /gra'tyooh-ati/ n sthg given voluntarily, usu in return for or in 
anticipation of some service; esp a tip 

gravamen /gra'vaymen, -man/ n, pi gravamens, gravaminn /-'vamina/ 
the material part of a legal gnevance [LL, burden, fr L gravare to burden, 
fr gravis] 

'grave /grayv/ vr graven, graved to engrave [ME graven to dig, bury, 
engrave, fr OE grafan, akin to OHG graban to dig, OSlav pogreti to 
bury] 

'grave n an excavation for bunal of a body, broadly a tomb [ME, fr OE 
gnef, akin fo riHC grab grave. OE grafan to dig] 

'grave vt to tlean and then tar (e g a ship’s bottom) [ME graven] 
^grave /grayv/ adi la requinng senous consideration, important 
problems) b likely to produce great harm or danger <a ~ mistake) 2 
senous, dignified 3 drab m colour, sombre 4 of a sound low in pitch 
[MF, fr L gravis heavy, grave - more at 'grif.vf] - gravely adv, 
graveness ti 

'grave /grahv/ adj or n (being or marked with) an accent ' used to show 
that a vowel is pronounced with a fall of mtch (e g in ancient Greek) or 
has a certain quality (e g ^ in French) llT symbol 
'gravel /gravl/ n 1 (a stratum or surface oO loose rounded fragments of 
rock mixed with sand 2 a sandy deposit of small stones in the kidneys 
and unnary bladder [ME, fr MF gravele, fr OF, dim of grave, greve 
pebbly ground, beach] 

'gravel adj gravfi i y 2 

'gravel vt -II- {NAm -I-, -II-). /'gravl mg/ 1 to cover or spread with gravel 
2 to perplex, confound 

'gravel-.blind adj having very weak vision [suggested by sand-blind] 
gravelly /’gravl i/ adj 1 of, containing, or covered with gravel 2 harsh, 
grating <a - voice) 

.graven 'image /'grayv(3)n/ n an idol, usu carved from wood or 
stone 

graver /'grayv:>/ n any of vanous tools (e g a bunn) used in engraving 
['gravf f ^-fr] 

Graves /grahv/ n, pi Graves /~/ a dry white or occas red Bordeaux 
produced in the Graves distnet 

Graves' disease /grayv?./ n hyperthyroidism accompanied by enlarge- 
ment of the thyroid gland and abnormal protrusion of the eyeball [Robert 
J Graves tl853 Ir physician] 

'grave.stone /-.stohn/ n a stone over or at one end of a grave, usu 
inscnbed with the name and details of the dead person 
'grave.yard /-.yahdZ n 1 a cemetery 2 a condition of final disappoint- 
ment or failure (tbe ^ of their hopes) 

gravi- comb form heavy; weight <graviinerer> [MF, fr L, fr gravis] 
gravid /'gravid/ adj pregnant [L gravidus, fr gravis heavy] > gravidly 
adv, gravidity /gra'vidati/ n 

gravimeter /gra'vimita, 'gravi,meeta/ n a weighing instrument for 
measuring vanationsin gravity on the earth, moon, etc [F gravim^re, fr 
gravi- + -metre -meter] 

gravimetric /.gravi'metrik/ aitlj of the measurement a of density or 
weight b of a gravitational field using a gravimeter - gravimetrically adv, 
gravimety /gra'vimatri/ n 
graving dock /'grayving/ n dry dock 

gravltas /'gravitas/ n a solemn and serious quality or manner [L. lit., 
heaviness, fr gravis] 

gravitate /'gravitayt/ vb to (cause to) move under the influence of 


gravitation - gravitate towards to move or be compulsively drawn 
towards 

gravitation /,gravi'taysh(a)n/ n (movement resulting fromMhe natural 
force of mutual attraction between bodies or particles physics 
[gravitate i -ion] - gravitational adj, gravitationally adv, gravitadve 
/-.taytiv/ adj 

gravitational wave /,gravi'taysh(3)nl/ n a hypothetical wave by 
means of which gravitational attraction is effected 
gravity /'gravati/ /I la dignity or sobnety of bearing b significance; esp 
senousness <he couldn’t comprehend the ^ of the situation) 2 (the 
quality of having) weight 3 (the attraction of a cdntial body for bodies 
at or near its surface resulting from) gravitation Cj'* puysics [MF or 
L, MF gravite, fr L gravitat-. gravitas, fr gravis] - gravity adj 
'gravity .feed n (a mechanism for) the supplying of material by the 
action of gravity alone 

gravure /gra'vyooa/ n 1 the process of printing from an intaglio plate 
of copper or wood 2 photogravure [F, fr graver to grave, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OHG graban to dig, engrave - more at ' ^gravl] 
gravy /’grayvi/ n the (thickened and seasoned) fat and juices from cooked 
meal used as a sauce (ME gravey, fr MF grav^ 

'gravy .train n a much exploited source of easy money - infml 
gray /gray/ vb, n, or adj, chiefly NAm (to) grey 
grayling /'grayling/ n, pi graylings, esp collectively grayling any of 
several freshwater (food and sport) fishes of the salmon family [ME, fr 
gray t -ling] 

'graze /gray?/ vi to feed on growing herbage vt la to crop and cat 
(growing herbage) b to feed on the herbage of (e g a pasture) 2 to put 
to graze <~d fAe cows on the meadow) [ME grasen, fr OE grasian, fr 
grxs grass] - grazable adj, grazer n 

'graze vt I to touch lightly in passing 2 to abrade, scratch <^d her 
elbow) ^ VI to touch or rub against sthg in passing <our bumpers just 
^d> [perh fr 'graze] 

'graze n (an abrasion, esp of the skin, made by) a scraping along a 
surface 

grazier /’grayzya, -zi a/ n 1 one who grazes cattle, usu for beef pro- 
duction 2 Austr a sheep farmer 

'grease /grees/ n la melted down animal fat b oily matter c a thick 
lubneant 2 oily wool as it comes from the sheep [MEgrese, fr OF craisse, 
graisse, fr (assumed) VL crassia, fr L crassus fat] - greaselcaa adj, 
greaseproof adj - in the grease of wool or fur in the natural uncleaned 
condition 

'grease vt 1 to smear, lubncate, or soil with grease 2 to hasten or ease 
the process or progress of - greaser n - grease the palm of to bribe 
grease monkey n a mechanic - mfml 
'greaae.paint /-.paynt/ n theatneal make-up 
greasy /'greesi/ adj la smeared or soiled with grease b oily in appear- 
ance, texture, or manner <A/s smile - Jack London) c slippery 2 
containing an unusual amount of grease foocf) - greasily adv, 
greasineas n 

'great /grayt/ adj \a notably large in size or number b of a relatively 
large kind - in plant and animal names c elaborate, ample < ^ detail) 2a 
extreme in amount, degree, or effectiveness bloodshed) b of import- 
ance, significant <s ^ day in European history) 3 full of emotion 
with anger) 4a eminent, distinguished <s ~ poet) b anstocratic, grand 
ladies) 5 mam, principal <a reception in the hall) 6 removed in 
a family relationship by at least 3 stages directly or 2 stages indirectly - 
chiefly in combination (jreat-grandfather) 7 markedly supenor in char- 
acter or quality; es/> noble 8a remarkably skilled b enthusiastic, keen ^sAe 
was a ^ film-goer) 9 archaic pregnant < with child) 10 - used as a 
generalized term of approval <Aad a ^ time), infml [ME grete, fr OE 
gr^t, akin to OHG groz large] - great adv, greatly adv, greatsess n > no 
great shakes not very good, skilful, effective, etc <Ae's no great shakes as 
a boss) 

'great n, pi great, greats one who is great - usu pi <rAe of the 
stage) 

.graat-'aunt n an aunt of one's father or mother 
.Great 'Bear n ursa major 

great circle n a circle formed on the surface of a sphere, specif the earth, 
by the intersection of a plane that passes through the centre of the 
sphere 

'greatcoat /-.koht/ n a heavy overcoat 

great crested grebe n a large Old World grebe that has black 
projecting ear tufts in the breeding season 

.Great 'Dane /dayn/ n any of a breed of massive powerful 
smooth-coated dogs 
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.grMt divide Ji 1 a significant point of division 2 death - euph; ^ the 
[the Great Divide, NAm watershed] 

grtat«r /'grayta/ adj, often cap consisting of a central city together with 
adjacent areas that are geographically or administratively connected with 
it <Greater London^ [compar of great) 
greater celandine n celandine 1 

.graathaartad /-'hahtid/ generous, magnanimous - greathcartcdJy 
adv, graatheartedneas n 

'^raat-, nephew n a grandson of one's brother or sister 
'great-, niece n a granddaughter of one's brother or sister 
great organ n the pnncipal division of an organ including the loudest 
stops 

.great 'power n, often cap GAP any of the nations that figure most 
deasively m international affairs 

.Great 'Ruaaian n oradj (a member) of the Russian-speaking people of 
the central and NE USSR 

Greats n pi the course and final BA examination in classics at 
Oxford 

.great tit n a large common black, white, and yellow Eurasian and N 
African tit 

'graat-.uncia n an uncle of one’s father or mother 
.Great 'War n the first World War of 1914 to 1918 
graava /grcev/ n a piece of armour for the leg below the knee [MEgreve. 
frMF] 

grebe /greeb/ n any of a family of swimming and diving birds closely 
related to the loons but having lobed instead of webbed toes [F gr^] 
Grecian /'greesh(a)n/ adj Greek [L Graecia Greece] - Grecian n, 
grccfinize vt, often cap 

Greco- /greekoh-, grekoh-/ comb form, chiefly NAm Graeco- 
greed /greed/ n 1 excessive acquisitiveness; avarice 2 excessive desire for 
or consumption of food [back-formation fr greedy] 
greedy /greedi/ adj 1 having a usu excessive desire for sthg, esp food 
or money 2 having a great need for (plants ^ for waterj [ME gredy, 
fr OE gnbdig\ akin to OHG gratag greedy] - greedily adv, grecdi- 

'greedy-,guta n, pi greedy-gutt chiefly Br one who eats too much, a 
glutton - infml 

'Greek /greek/ ii 1 a native or inhabitant of Greece 2 the Indo-European 
language used by the Greeks alphabet, language 3 not cap sthg 
uninteUigible (ifs all ^ to me) > infml [ME Greke, fr OE Greca, fr L 
Graecus, fr Gk Graikos] (3) trans of L Graecum (in the medieval phrase 
Graecum est; non potest legi It is Greek; it cannot be read)] , 

*Greeka4f 1 of Greece, the Greeks, or Greek 2 Greeks Greek Orthodox 
■ ORTHODOX 2a b of an Eastern church, esp the established Orthodox 
church of Greece using the Byzantine nte in Greek 
Gryk cross n a cross with 4 equal arms intersecting at right angles 
3^ SYRTBOi: 

Grsek firs n an incendiary composition used in ancient sea warfare and 
said to have burst into flame on contact with water 
'grssn /green/ adj 1 of the colour green 2a covered by green growth or 
foliage fieldsy b consistmg of green (edible) plants <a ^ salad} 3a 
youthful, vigorous b not npened or matured, immature <-^ apples} c 
h-esh. new 4 appeanng pale, sickly, or nauseated 5 affected by intense 
envy or jealousy 6a not aged <a ham} b not dressed or tanned 
hides} c of wood freshly sawn; unseasoned 7a defiaent in training, 
knowledge, or expenence b lacking sophistication; naive 8 being an 
exchange unit that has a differential rate of exchange m relation to the 
specified currency and b used for paying agncultural producers in the 
European economic community (the - pound} [MEgrene, fr OE grene-, 
akin to OE growan to grow > more at grow] - greenly adv, green- 
■eaa A 

vi to become green 

*gre#n n 1 a colour whose hue resembles that of growmg fresh grass or 
the emerald and lies between blue and yellow in the spectrum 2 sthg of 
a green colour 3 pi green leafy vegetables (e g spmach and cabbage) the 
leaves and stems of which are often cooked 4a a common or park in the 
centre of a town or village h a smooth area of grass for a speaaJ purpose 
(e g bowling or putting) - graeny adj 

4|rpwn alga n an alga in which the chlorophyll is not masked by other 
pigments 

'graan,back /-Jsak/ n, NAm a legal-tender note issued by the US 
government - infml 
graan bacon n unsmoked bacon 

graan bait n a belt of parks, farmland, etc encircling an urban area and 
usu subject to restrictions on new building 


graan card n an international certificate of motor insurance 
graan cross coda n a British code of safety for the use of people, esp 
children, crossing roads 

graenary /'greenari/ n green foliage or plants 
.graan- ayad adj jealous 
.graan-ayad 'monster n jealousy - ^ the 
‘graan.finch /-.finch/ n a common green and yellow Old World 
finch 

.graan 'fingers n pi an unusual ability to make plants grow - 
green-fingered adj 

'graan.f ly /-.flie/ n, pi greenflies, esp collectively greenfly Br (an infesta- 
tion by) any of vanous green aphids that are destructive to plants 
'graan.gBga /-.gayj/ n any of several small rounded greenish cultivated 
plums \green + Sir William Gage tl820 £ botanist] 

'graan, grocer /-.grohsa/ n, chiefly Br a retailer of fresh vegetables and 
fruit - greengrocery n 

'graan.haart /-.haht/ n (the hard greenish wood oO a tropical S 
Amencan evergreen tree 

'graan, horn /-,hawn/ n 1 an inexpenenced or unsophisticated (easily 
cheated) person 2 chiefly NAm a newcomer (e g to a country) unac- 
quainted with local manners and customs [obs greenhorn (animal with 
young horns)] 

'graan.housa /-.hows/ n a riassed enclosure for the cultivation or 
protection of tender plants energy 
graanhousa affact n the warming of the lower layers of the atmos- 
phere by absorption and reradiation of solar radiation 
graaning /greening/ n any of several apples having a green skin when 
npe 

graaniah /'greenish/ adj rather green > greeniahnew n 
graan light n authonty or permission to undertake a project [fr the 
green traffic light which signals permission to proceed] 
graan manura n a herbaceous crop (e g clover) ploughed under while 
green to ennch the soil 

graan monkay dlaaasa n an often fatal virus disease that causes high 
fever and internal bleeding and is transmitted to humans by a species of 
W Afncan monkey 

Graan Papar n, chiefly Br a set of proposals issued by the government 
for public comment [fr colour of cover] 
graan pappar n swlei pepper 

graan ravolution n high crop yields due to extensive use of artificial 
fertilizers and high-yielding plant strains 

'graanroom /-room, -.roohm/ n a room in a theatre or concert hall 
where performers can relax when not on stage [prob fr its ong being 
painted green] 

'graan, sand /-.sand/ n a (stratum of) sand or sandstone coloured by the 
dull green silicates of iron and potassium 

'graan.shank /-.shangk/ n an Old World wading bird with olive-green 
legs and feet 

'graan.sick /-.sik/ adj (suffenng from) chlorosis [back-formation fr 
greaisickness] - greensickness n 

'graan.stick .fractura /-.stik/ n a fracture in a young individual in 
which the bone is partly broken and partly bent 
'graan,stona /-.stohn/ n any of numerous dark green compact rocks (e g 
dionte) 

'graan.stuff /-.stuf/ n green vegetation; greens 
'graan.award /-.swawd/ n turf that is green with growing grass 
.graan 'taa n tea that is light in colour from incomplete fermentation of 
the leaf before finng 

.graan 'thuntb n, NAm green fingers ^i^n^n-thumbed adj 
.graan 'turtia n a large edible sea turtle endangered 
Graanwich Maan Tima /grenich, 'grin^, -nich/ n the mean solar 
time of the mendian of Greenwich used as tig primary point of reference 
for standard time throughout the world s [Greaiwich, borough of 
London] 

'graan,wood /-.wood/ n a forest green wii foliage 
'graat /greet/ vt 1 to welcome with gestures pr words 2 to meet or react 
to in a specified manner (the candidate was '^ed with catcalls} 3 to be 
perceived by (a surprising sight ed her eyes} [ME greten, fr OE gretan\ 
akin to OE grsetan to weep] - greeter n 
*graat n grat /grat/; grottea /grutn/ Scot to weep, lament [ME greten, 
fr OE gfrntan; akin to ON grata to weep] 

graating /greeting/ n 1 a salutation at meeting 2 an expression of good 
wishes; regards - usu pi with sing, meaning (birthday ^s> 
'graatinga .card n a card containing a message of good will usu sent or 
given on some special occasion (e g an anniversary) 
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gr«gariou8 /gn'gean-ds/ adj la tending to associate with others of the 
same kind <a guJiy b marked by or indicating a liking for companion- 
ship; sociable c of a crowd, flock, or other group of people, animals, etc 
2 of a piant growing in a cluster or a colony [L gregarius of a flock or 
herd, f^r greg', grex flock, herd; akin to Gk ageirein to collect, agora 
assembly] - gregariously adv^ gregarioutncss n 
Qragorian /gn'gawn'an/ adj of Pope Gregory XIII or the Gregorian 
calendar 

Gregorian calendar n a revision of the Julian Calendar now m general 
use, that was introduced in 1582 by Pope Gregory Xlll and adopted in 
Bntain and the American colonies in 1752, and that restnets leap years 
to every 4th year except for those centenary years not divisible by 400 
Gregorian chant n a rhythmically free liturgical chant in unison 
practised in the Roman Catholic church [Gregonan fr Pope Gregory 
1 t6041 

greisen /'gnez(a)n/ n a rock consisting chiefly of quartz and mica that 
IS common in Cornwall and Saxony [G] 

gremlin /^gremlin/ n a mischievous creature said to cause malfunction- 
ing of machinery or equipment [perh modif of IrGael gruatmin 
ill-humoured little fellow] 

grenade /gra'nayd/ n 1 a small missile that contains explosive, gas. 
incendiary chemicals, etc and is thrown by hand or launcher 2 a glass 
container of chemicals that bursts when thrown, releasing a fire extin- 
guishing agent, tear gas, etc [MF, pomegranate, fr LLgranata, fr L. fern 
of granatus seedy, fr granum grain - more at 'cxirnJ 
grenadier /.grens'dia/ n a member of a regiment or corps formerly 
specially trained in the use of grenades 

grenadine /.grena'deen , '—/ n a syrup flavoured with pomegranates and 
used in mixed dnnks [F, fr grenade] 

Gresham's Jaer /'gresh(a)mz/ n an observation in economics, when 2 
coins are equal in debt-paying value but unequal in intnnsic value, the one 
having the lesser intrinsic value tends to remain m circulation and the 
other to be hoarded or exponed as bullion [Sir Thom&s Gresham tl579 
E financier] 

grew /grooh/ past of grow 

'grey, NAm chiefly gray /gray/ 1 of the colour grey 2a dull in colour 
b having grey hair 3a lacking cheer or bnghtness, dismal ^a ^ day) b 
intermediate or unclear in position, condition, or character <a ^ area) 

4 of a textile being in an unbleached undyed state as taken from the loom 

5 of a horse having white hair but dark skin [ME, fr OE grseg^, akin to 
OHG grao grey, OSIav zireti to see] - greyly adv, greynesi n 

*grey, NAm chiefly gray n 1 any of a senes of neutral colours ranging 
between black and white 2 sthg grey, esp grey clothes, paint, or 
horses 

’grey, NAm chiefly gray vb to make or become grey 
'grey, beard /-,biad/ n an old man 
grey eminence n eminence grise 
Grey Friar n a Franciscan fnar [fr the colour of his habit] 
'greyhound /-hownd/ n (any oQ a tall slender smooth-coated breed of 
dogs charactenzed by swiftness and keen sight and used for coursing game 
and racing [ME grehound, fr OE gnghund, fr grig- (akin to ON grey 
bitch) f hund hound] 

'greyish /-ish/ adj, of a colour low in saturation ['grey -ish] 
'grey.lag /-.lag/, greylag goose n a common grey Eurasian wild goose 
with pink legs \grey ^ 'lag (one who lags or is last), prob fr its late 
migration] 

grey matter n 1 brownish-grey nerve tissue, esp in the brain and spinal 
cord, containing nerve-cell bodies as well as nerve fibres 2 brains, intellect 
- infml 

grey squirrel n a common light grey to black orig American squirrel 
that causes severe damage to deciduous trees 

'grey.wacke /-.waka/ n a coarse usu dark grey sandstone or conglomer- 
ate of cemented rock fragments [part trans of G grauwacke] 
grid /grid/ n 1 a grating 2a a network of conductors for distnbution of 
electric power b (sthg resembling) a network of uniformly spaced hon- 
zontal and perpendicular lines for locating points on a map 3 the starting 
positions of vehicles on a racetrack 4 grill 1 [back-formation fr 
gridiron] - gridded adj 

griddle /'gridl/ o a flat metal surface on which food is cooked by dry heat 
[ME gredil gridiron, fr ONF, fr LL cnticulum, alter, of L cnticuJa, dim. 
of cratis wickerwork - more at hurdle] 

'grid.iron /-,ie*an/ n grill 1 [ME gredire, perh alter of gredil] 
grief /greef/ n (a cause oO deep and poignant distress (eg due to 
bereavement) [ME gref, fr OF, heavy, grave, fr (assumed) VL grevis, 
alter, of L grgvis] - griefleia adj 


grisvsnee /'greev(3)ns/ n 1 a cause of distress (eg unsatisfactory 
working conditions) felt to afford reason for complaint or resistance 2 the 
formal expression of a grievance; a complaint 
'grieve /greev/ vt to cause to suffer grief vi to suffer from grief, esp over 
a bereavement - often + for [ME greven, fr OF grever, fr L gravare to 
burden, fr gravis heavy, grave; akin to Goth kautjos, pi. heavy, Gk barys, 
Skt guru] - grlcver n 

’grieve n, Scot a farm or estate manager or overseer [ME graf, fr OE 
greefa governor, sheriff; akin to OE gerefa reeve - more at 'reeve] 
grievous fgreevx/ adj 1 causing or characterized by severe pain, 
sufTenng, or sorrow (a ^ loss} 2 senous, grave fault} - grlevoualy 
adv, grievousDcss n 

griffin /’gnfin/, griffon, gryphon /-fan/ n a mythical animal with the 
head and wings of an eagle and the body and tail of a lion [ME griffon, 
fr MF gnfon, fr gnf, fr L gryphus, fr Gk gryp-, gryps, fr grypos curved; 
akin to OE cradol cradle] 

griffon /'gnfan/ n (any of) a breed of a (Belgian) toy dogs b (Dutch) 
sporting dogs [F, lit., gnfTin] 

griffon vulture n any of a genus of large Old World vultures 
grift /gnft/ w, NAm 'graft 3 - slang [gnfit, n, perh alter, of graft] - 
grift n. grifter n 

grigri /*gree,gree/ n, pi grigris a gris-gns 

grike, gryke /gnek/ n a cleft developed in a honzontal limestone surface 
by solution [alter of ME enke, fr ON enki crack, bend] 

'grill /gnl/ vt 1 to cook on or under a gnll by radiant heat 2a to torture 
(as lO with great heat b to subject to intense and usu long periods of 
questioning - infml vi to become gnlled - griller n 
’grill n 1 a cooking utensil of parallel b^rs on which food is exposed to heat 
(c g from burning charcoal) 2 an article or dish of gnlled food 3 grill, 
grillroom a usu informal restaurant or dining room, esp in a hotel 4 Br 
an apparatus on a cooker under which food is cooked or browned bv 
radiant heat [F gnl, fr LL craticulum - more at griddle] 
grillsge /'gnlij/ n a framework for support in building on marshy or 
treacherous soil [F, fr gniler to supply with gnlles, fr gnlle] 
grills, grill /gnl/ n 1 a grating forming a bamer or screen; specif an 
ornamental metal one at the front end of a motor vehicle 2 an opening 
covered with a gnlle [F gnlle, alter of OF greille, fr L craticula, dim of 
cratis wickerwork - more at hurdle] 

grilse /gnls/ n, pi grilse a young mature (Atlantic) salmon returning 
from the sea to spawn for the first lime [ME grills, perh fr MF gnsel, 
gnsle grey] 

grim /gnm/ adj -mm- 1 fierce or forbidding in disposition, action, or 
appearance 2 unflinching, unyielding determination} 3 ghastly or 
sinister in haracter 4 unpleasant, nasty {had a pretty afiemoon at the 
dentistX [ME, fr OE gnmm, akin to OHG grimm fierce, Gk 

chromados action of gnashing] - grimly adv, grimnem n 
grimace /gnmas, gn'mays/ n a distorted facial expression, usu of 
disgust, anger, or pain [F, fr MF, alter of gnmache, of Gmc ongin; akin 
to OE gnma mask] - grimace vi, grimacer n 
grimalkin /gn'malkm/ n - used in stones as a name for a (female elderly) 
cat [alter of grey malkin, fr grey + E dial malkin (female cat), fr ME 
maJkyn, fr MaJkyn, female forename] 
grime /gnem/ n soot or dirt, esp when sticking to or embedded in a 
surface [Rem grijm, fr MD gnme soot, mask; akin to OE grima mask, 
Gk chnetn to anoint - more at chrism] - grime vt, grimy adj, grimi- 
ness n 

Grimm's law /gnmz/ n a statement in histoncal linguistics: the 
Germanic languages are related to those of Proto-Indo-European by a 
regular system of consonantal changes [Jacob Gnmm tl863 G philol- 
ogist] 

grin /gnn/ vi -nn- to smile so as to show the teeth [ME grennen, fr OE 
grennian; akin to OHG grennen to snarl] - grin n, grinner n 
'grind /gnend/ %'b ground /grownd/ it 1 to reduce to powder or small 
fragments by crushing between hard surfaces 2 to wear down, polish, or 
sharpen by fnetion, whet an axe} 3a to rub, press, or twist harshly 
<ground the cigarette out with a heel} <ground his fist into his opponent's 
stomach} b to press together with a rotating motion the teeth} 4 to 
operate or produce by turning a crank <~ a hand organ} ^vt I to 
p^orm the operation of gnnding 2 to become puivenzed, polished, or 
sharpened by fnction 3 to move with difficulty or fnetion, esp so as to 
make a gratuig noise < ^ ing gears} 4 to work monotonously, esp to study 
hard <->' for an exam} 5 to rotate the hips in an erotic manner [ME 
gnnden, fr OE gnndan; akin to L frendere to crush, grind, Gk chondros 
gram, OE greot gnt] - grisdlngly adv - grind into to instil (knowledge, 
facts, etc) into (sby) with great difficulty 
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^rind n 1 dreary monotonous labour or routine 2 the result of grinding; 
esp material obtained by grinding to a particular degree of fineness 3a the 
act of rotating the hips in an erotic manner - compare bump 3 b an 
act of sexual intercourse - vulg 4 chiefly WAm a swot - infml 
grind down vt to oppress, harass 
grindor /'gricnda/ n a molar tooth ['grind i *-er] 
grind out vt to produce in a mechanical way <gnnd out best-sellersy - 
derog 

'grind, stone /-.stohn/ n 1 millstone 1 2 a Hat circular stone that 
revolves on an axle and is used for grinding, shaping, etc 
gringo /*gring-goh/ n, p/ gringos sn (English-spealung) foreigner in Spam 
or Latin America [Sp, prob alter, ofgnego Greek, stranger, fr L Gnecus 
Greek] 

'grip /grip/ vb •pii- vt 1 to seize or hold firmly 2 to attract and hold the 
interest of <a story that ^ s the reader} ^ vi to take firm hold [ME 
grippen, fr OE gnppan\ akin to OE gripan] - gripper n, grippingly 
adv 

*grip n la a strong or tenacious grasp b manner or style of gnpping 2a 
control, mastery, power <Ae kept a good ^ on his pupils^ b (power oO 
understanding or doing <sAe has a good ^ of the situation} 3 a part or 
device that grips <a hair ^ > 4 a part by which sthg is grasped, esp a 
handle 5 one who handles scenery, properties, lighting, or camera 
equipment in a theatre or film or television studio 6 a travelling bag 
'grip# /griep/ vt to cause intestinal gnpes in ^ v/ 1 to experience intestinal 
gripes 2 to complain persistently - infml [ME gnpen to grasp, seize, fr 
OE gripan; akin to OHG grifan to grasp, Lith gnebti] - griper n 
*gripe n 1 a stabbing spasmodic intestinal pain - usu pi 2 a grievance, 
complaint - infml 

grippe /grip/ n influenza [F, lit., seizure, fr gnpper to seize] - grippy 
adj 

griseofulvin /.grizioh'foolvm, -fulV n an antibiotic given orally to treat 
fungal infections [SL griseofulvum, specific epithet of Penicillium gnseo- 
fuJvum, mould from which it is obtained] 

grieette /gn'zet/ n a young French working-class woman [F, (rgnsette 
(dress made oO cheap grey cloth, fr gns grey] 
grie-grit /gree ,gree/ n, pi gria-gris /gree ,grecz/ an Afncan amulet or 
spell [F, of African ongin; akin to Balante gngn amulet] 
grieiy /'gnzii/ adj inspiring horror, intense fear, or disgust, forbidding 
(^houses that were dark and ^ under the blank, cold sky - D H Lawrence) 
[ME, fr OE grislic, fr gns- (akin to OE agrisan to fear), akin to OHG 
grisenlih temble] - grialincn n 

grieon /'gnes(3)n. 'gnz(9)n/ n any of various % American flesh-eating 
mammals that resemble large weasels [F, fr gnson grey, fr MF, fr gns 

- more at grizzled] 

grief /grist/ n 1 (a batch oO gram for gnnding 2 the product obtained 
from grinding gram [ME, fr OEgrrsr; akin to OE gnndan to gnnd] - grist 
to the mill sthg that can be put to use or profit 
grietie /'grisl/ n cartilage; broadly tough cartilaginous or fibrous matter, 
esp in cooked meat [ME gristil, fr OE gnstle; akin to MLG gnstel gristle] 

- griitly /'gnsli/ adj, gristiinen n 

'grit /grit/ n 1 a bard sharp granule (e g of sand or stone); also matenal 
composed of such granules 2 the structure or texture of a stone that 
adapts it to grinding 3 firmness of mind or spint; unyielding courage - 
infml [ME grete, fr OE greot, akin to OHG grioz sand, L furfur bran. 
Gk chros skin] 

*grit vb -tt- vi to give forth a grating sound ^vt 1 to cover or spread with 
grit 2 to cause (esp one's teeth) to grind or grate 
grits /gnts/ n pi bi/r sing or pi in constr grain, esp oats, husked j|nd usu 
coarsely ground [ME gryt, fr OE grytt; akin to OE grmt] 
gritty /griti/ adj 1 courageously persistent or determined 2 caustic, 
incisive realism} ['grit 4 '-y] - grittUy adv, gritdncM n 
grizzie /'grizl/ VI ^zzling /‘grizling, 'grizl-ing/ Br I of a child to cry 
quietly and fretfully 2 to complain in a self-pitying way - often 4 about 
USE infml [origin unknown] 

'grizzM adj spnnkled or streaked with grey <a ^ beard} [ME griseled, 
fr MF grisel grey, fr OF, fr gris grey, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG gris 
grey] 

"grizziy Ali/ adj grizzled [ME gnsel grey, fr MF] 
frizzly, griazly bear n a very large typically browmsh yellow bear that 
lives in the highlands of western N America [prob var of grisly] 
groan /grohn/ vi 1 to utter a deep moan 2 to creak under strain <rhe 
boaida -^ed under our weight} ^ vt to utter with groaning [ME gronen, 
fr OE granian; akin to OHG grinan to growl] > ptian n, groaner n 
'groat /groht/ n hulled grain (broken into fragmenu larger than grits) > 


usu pi with sing, meaning but sing, or pi m constr [ME grotes, pi, fr OE 
grotan; akin to OE greot] 

‘groat n a former Bntish com worth 4 old pence [ME groot, fr MD] 
grocer /'grohso/ n a dealer in (packaged or tinned) staple foodstuffs, 
household supplies, and usu fruit, vegetables, and dairy products [ME, 
fr MF grassier wholesaler, fr gros coarse, wholesale - more at gross] 
grocery /'grohs(a)ri/ n I pi commodities sold by a grocer 2 a grocer’s 
shop 

grog /grog/ n alcoholic dnnk; specif spirits (e g rum) mixed with water 
[Old Grog, nickname of Edward Vernon tl757 E admiral responsible for 
diluting the sailors' rum] 

groggy /'grogi/ adj weak and dazed, esp owing to illness or tiredness 
[grog 4 -y] - groggily adv, grogginess n 

grogram /'grogram/ n a coarse loosely woven fabric of silk, silk and 
mohair, or silk and wool - compare grosgrain [MF gros grain coarse 
texture] 

groin /groyn/ n la the fold marking the join between the lower abdomen 
and the inner part of the thigh b the male genitals - euph 2 the line along 
which 2 intersecting vaults meet church 3 chiefly NAm a groyne 
[alter of ME grynde, fr OE, abyss, akin to OE grund ground] 
grommet /'gromit/ n 1 a ring, usu of twisted rope 2 an eyelet of firm 
material to strengthen or protect an opening [perh fr obs F gormette curb 
of a bridle] 

gromwell /'gromwal/ n any of a genus of hard-seeded plants of the 
borage family [ME gromil, fr MF] 

'groom /groohm/ n 1 one who is in charge of the feeding, care, and 
stabling of horses 2 a bndegroom 3 archaic a manservant [ME gram 
boy, man, manservant] 

‘groom vt 1 to clean and care for (c g a horse) 2 to make neat or attractive 
<a/i impeccably ^cd woman} 3 to get into readiness for a specific 
objective; prepare <wfls being ^ed as a Tory candidate} vi to groom 
oneself - groomer n 

'groove /groohv/ n la a long narrow channel or depression b the 
continuous spiral track on a gramophone record whose irregulanties 
correspond to the recorded sounds 2 a fixed routine, a rut 3 top form 
- infml (a great talker when he is in the '-} 4 an enjoyable or exciting 
expenence - infml, no longer in vogue [ME groof, akin to OE grafan to 
dig - more at ' ’ 'oravf] 

‘groove vt 1 to make a groove in 2 to excite pjgasurably - infml, no longer 
m vogue '^vi 1 to form a groove 2 to enjoy oneself intensely, also to gel 
on well - infml, no longer in vogue - groover n 
groovy /’groohvi/ adj fashionably attractive or exciting - infml, no longer 
in vogue 

grope /grohp/ vi l to feel about blindly or uncertainly for 2 to search 
Mindly or uncertainly for or after (groping for the nght words} ^ vf 1 
to touch or fondle the body of (a person) for sexual pleasure 2 to find fe g 
one’s way) by groping [ME gropen, fr OE grapian, akin to OE gripan to 
seize] - grope n, groper n 

groschen /’groh.sh(3)n/ n, pi groschen often cap 1 Austna at 
NATIONAL ITY 2 a German com worth 10 pfennigs [G] 
grosgrain /’groh.grayn/ n a strong closely woven corded fabric, usu of 
silk or rayon and with crosswise nbs - compare grogram [F grosgrain 
coarse texture] 

grot point /groh .poynt/ n a large cross-stitch or tent stitch; also 
needlepoint embroidery worked on canvas across double threads m gros 
point - compare pltit point [F, lit . large point] 

'gross /grohs/ adj 1 glanngly noticeable, usu because excessively bad or 
objectionable, fiagrant (^ error} 2a big, bulky, esp excessively fat b of 
vegetation dense, luxunant 3 consisting of an overall total before deduc- 
tions (e g for taxes) are made < income} - compare nrt la 4 made up 
of matenal or perceptible elements; corporal </Ae -<-er part of human 
nature} 5 coarse in nature or behaviour; spqci/ crudely vulgar [ME, fr 
MF gros thick, coarse, fr L grossus] - gnedly adv, gronneas n 
‘gross n an overall total exclusive of deductions 
‘gross vt to earn or bring in (an overall total) exclusive of deductions - 
groaaer n 

*gross n, pi groaa a group of 1 2 dozen things <f ^ of pencils} [ME groce, 
fr MF grosse, fr fern of gros] 

gross domestic product n the total volume of the goods and services 
produced in a country dunng a specified penod, usu a year, excluding 
income from possessions and investments abroad - compare gross 
NATIONAL product 

gross natlensl product n the total value of the goods and services 
produced in a country during a specified period, usu a year - compare 
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 
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grosto modo /.grtMoh 'modoh/ adv as an approximation; roughly - fml 

"" 

grosz /grosh/ n, pi groszy /-shi/ Poland at nationality [Pol] 
grot /grot/ n (unpleasant) dirt, soot, etc - infml [back-formation fr 
grotty] 

'grotesque /groh'tesk/ n 1 a style of decorative art in which incongruous 
or fantastic human and animal forms are interwoven with natural motifs 
(eg foliage) 2 sby grotesque 3 sans serif [MF & Olt; MF, fr Olt 
(pUtura) grottesca, lit , cave painting, fern of grottesco of a cave, fr 
grotta] 

’grotesque adj (having the characteristics) of the grotesque- eg a 
fanciful, bizarre b absurdly incongruous c departing markedly from the 
natural, expected, or typical - grotesquely adv, grotesqueness n 
gro'tesquerie a/so grotesqueryZ-kan/ /I 1 sthg grotesque 2grotesque- 
ncss {grotesque + -ene -ery] 

grotto /'grotoh/ n, pi grottoes also grottos 1 an esp picturesque cave 2 
an excavation or structure made to resemble a natural cave [It grotta. 
grotto, fr L crypta cavern, crypt] 

grotty /'groti/ adj, Br nasty, unpleasant - slang [by shortening & alter 
fr grotesque] - grottily adv 

grouch /growch/ n 1 a bad-tempered complaint 2 a habitually irritable 
or complaining person; a grumbler [prob alter of grutch (grudge)] - 
grouch vt, grouchy adj 

'ground /grownd/ o la the bottom of a body of water bp/ (Oscdimfnt 
1 (2) ground cofTec beans aAer brewing 2 a basis for belief, action, or 
argument ~ often pi with sing meaning <^s /br complaint^ 3a a 
surrounding area, a background b (matenal that serves as) a substratum 
4a the surface of the earth b an area used for a particular purpose (parade 
^ > (football ^ > c p/ the area round and belonging to a house or other 
building d an aita to be won or defended (as lO m battle e an area of 
knowledge or special interest (covered a lot of in his lecture} 5a 'son 
2b b chiefly NAm earth 8 [ME, fr OE grund, akin to OHG grunt 
ground, Gk chrainein to touch slightly] - off the ground started and in 
progress (the programme never got off the ground) - to ground into 
hiding 

’ground vt 1 to bnng to or place on the ground 2a to provide a reason 
or justification for b to instruct in fundamentals (e g of a subject) 3 to 
restnet (c g a pilot or aircraft) to the ground 4 chiefly NAm to earth -- m 
to run aground 
’ground past of grind 

'ground, bait /-.bayt/ n bait scattered on the water so as to attract 
fish 

'ground .baas /bays/ n a short bass passage continually repeated below 
constantly changing melody and harmony 

'ground .cover n (all the) low-growing plants (in a forest except young 
trees) 

'ground ef.fect n an aircraft’s gaining of added buoyancy when close 
to the ground, also a similar but intentionally produced effect (e g in a 
hovercraft) - ground-effect adj 

.ground 'floor n the floor of a house on a level with the ground - 
compare first floor 

grounding /grownding/ n fundamental training in a field of knowl- 
edge 

ground ivy n a trailing plant of the mint family with bluish-purple 
flowers 

'grouhdiess /-lis/ adj having no foundation fears} - groundlessly 
adv, groundlessness n 

'groundling /-ling/ n 1 a spectator who stood in the pit of an Eliza- 
bethan theatre 2 sby of low status 

'ground, nut /-.nut/n 1 (a N Amencan leguminous plant with) an edible 
tuberous root 2 chiefly Br the peanut 

ground pine n l a European yellow-flowered bugle with a resinous 
smell 2 any of several club mosses with long creeping stems 
ground plan n t a plan of the ground floor of a building 2 a first or 
basic plan 

ground rent n the rent paid by a lessee for the use of land, esp for 
building 

ground rule n a basic rule of procedure 

groundsel /'grown(d)zl, -si/ n a (plant related to a) European composite 
plant that is a common weed and has small yellow flower heads [ME 
groundeswele, fr OEgrundeswelge, fr^nind ground swelgan to swallow 
- more at *sw allow] 

'groundeheet /-^heet/ n a waterproof sheet placed on the ground (e g 
in a tent) 


'groundsman /-man/ n sby who tends a playing field, esp a cricket 
pitch 

ground speed n the speed (e g of an aircraft) relative to the ground 
ground squirrel n any of vanous burrowing N Amencan rodents; esp 
a chipmunk 

‘ground, staff /-.stahf/ n the people who mainuin a sports ground 
ground state n the lowest possible energy level of a system of interact- 
ing elementary particles 

ground stroke n a stroke made (e g m tennis) by hitting a ball that has 
rebounded from the ground ~ compare volley 1c(1) 
ground swell n a sea swell caused by an often distant gale or ground 
tremor , 

‘groundwork /-.wuhk/ n (work done to provide) a foundation or 
basis 

'group /groohp/ n 1 two or more figures or objects forming a complete 
unit in a composition 2 sing or pi in constr a a number of individuals 
or objects assembled together or having some unifying relationship b an 
operational and administrative unit belonging to a command of an air 
force 3a an assemblage of atoms forming part of a molecule; a radical (a 
methyl ^ > b all the (similar) chemical elements forming one of the 
vertical columns of the periodic table 4 a mathematical set that is closed 
under a binary associative operation, has an identity element, and has an 
inverse for every element [F groupe, fr It gruppo, of Gmc origin; akin to 
OHG kropf craw - more at crop] 

’group vt 1 to combine in a group 2 to assign to a group, classify ^ vt 
to form or belong to^group - groupable adj 
group captain n rank 

grouper /'groohpa/ n, pi grouperSf esp collectively grouper any of 
numerous (large bottom-dwelling) fishes usu of warm seas [Pg 
garoupa] 

groupie /'groohpi/ n an ardent (female) fan of a famous person, esp a 
rock star, who follows the object of admiration on tour {'group -f -ie] 
grouping /'groohping/ /i a set of individuals or objects combined in a 
group 

group practice n a practice run by a group of associated medical 
general practitioners 

group therapy n the treatment of several individuals (with similar 
psychological problems) simultaneously through group discussion and 
mutual aid 

'grouse /grows/ n, pi grouse any of several (important game) birds with 
a plump btxly and strong feathered legs [ongin unknown] 

’grouse w or n (to) grumble - infml [origin unknown] > grouser n 
'grout /growt/ n 1 sediment (e g tea leaves) at the bottom of a vessel - 
usu pi with sing meaning 2 grout, grouting a thin mortar used for filling 
spaces (e g the joints in masonry) [ME, fr OE grut coarse meal; akin to 
OE grytt gni] 

’grout vt to fill up or finish with grout - grouter n 
grove /grohv/ n a small wood, group, or planting of trees [ME, fr OE 
graf] 

grovel /"grovl/ vi -II- {NAm -1-, -U-) /’grovl-mg/ 1 to lie or creep with 
the body prostrate in token of subservience or abasement 2 to abase or 
humble oneself [back-formation fr groveling prone, fr groveling, adv, fr 
ME, (rgnif, adv, on the face (fr ON a grufu) + -hng, akin to OE creopan 
to creep] - groveller n, grovellingly adv 

grow /groh/ vf> grew /grooh/, grown /grohn/ w la to spnng up and 
develop to maturity (in a specifled place or situation) b to assume some 
relation (as iO through a process of natural growth (2 tree trunks grown 
together} 2a to increase in size by addition of material (e g by assimilation 
into a living organism or by crystallization) b to increase, expand 3 to 
develop from a parent source (the book grew out of a senes of lectures} 
4 to become gradually <grcw pale} ^ vf 1 to cause to grow; produce < ^ 
roses} 2 devfiop 5 <«- wings} [ME growen, fr OE growan-, akin to 
OHG gruowan to grow] - grower n, growingly adv - grow on to have an 
increasing influence on; esp to become more pleasing to 
'growing .pains npl \ pains in the legs of growing children that have 
no known cause 2 the early problems attending a new project or 
development 

'growl /growl/ w la to rumble b to utter a growl 2 to complain angnly 
[prob imit] 

’growl n a deep guttural inarticulate sound 
growler /'growb/ n a small iceberg ['growl -t- ’-er] 
grown /grohn/ adj 1 fully grown; mature men} 2 overgrown or 
covered {with) 

'grown-, up n or adj (an) adult 

growth /grohth/ n la (a stage in the process oO growing b progresaive 
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development c an increase* expansion 2a sthg that grows or has grown 
b a tumour or other abnormal growth of tissue 3 the result of growth, 
a product 

'growth .factor n a substance (e g a vitamin) necessary for the growth 
of an organism 

'growth .hormono n 1 a polypeptide growth-regulating hormone of 
vertebrates that is secreted by the front lobe of the pituitary gland 2 any 
of various plant substances (e g an auxin or gibberellin) that promote 
growth 

grow up VI l of a person to develop towards or arrive at a mature state 
2 to arise and develop (Me movement grew up in the 6Qs} 3 to begin to 
act sensibly - usu imper 

groyno, chiefly NAm px>in /groyn/ n a rigid structure built out from a 
shore, esp to check erosion of the beach {groyne prob alter of groin] 
'grub /grub/ vb -bb- vt 1 to clear by digging up roots and stumps 2 to 
dig up or out (as if) by the roots ^ vi 1 to dig in the ground, esp for sthg 
that is difTicult to find or extract 2 to search about; rummage [ME 
grubben; akin to OE gralktt to dig - more at ' ' ’grave] - grubber n 
^rub fi 1 a soft thick wormlike larva of an insect 2 food - infml [ME 
grubbe, prob fr grubben] 

grubby /grubi/ adj dirty, gnmy <~ hands'} [’grub -t ‘-y] - grubbily 
adv, gmbbfBcn n 

'grub-.tcrcw n a headless screw-bolt 

'grubiStakc /-.stayk/ n, NAm supplies or funds given to a mining 
prospector in return for a share in his/her discovenes; broadly any 
matenal assistance provided to an organization or individual [’grub » 
staire] 

'Grub .Street n the world or life-style of needy literary hacks [Grub 
Street, London, formerly inhabited by literary hacks] 

'grudge /gnij/ vt to be unwilling or reluctant to give or admit; begrudge 
<<^d the money to pay taxes} [ME grucchen, grudgen to grumble, 
complain, fr OF groucier, of Gmc ongin; akin to MHG grogezen to howl] 

- griulaer n 

^grudge n a feeling of deep-seated resentment or ill will 
grudging /'grujing/ adj unwilling, reluctant > grudgingly adv 
gruel /’grooh-al/ n a thin pomdge [ME grewel, fr MF gruel, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OE grut grout] 

gruelling, NAm chiefly grueling /grooh'dling/ adj trying or taxing to 
the point of causing exhaustion; punishing <a ^ race} [fr prp of obs gruel 
(to punish)) 

gruesome /'groohs(3)m/ adj inspiring horror or repulsion, scenes 
of torture} [alter, of earlier growsome, fr E dial, grow, grue (to shiver): 
fr ME gruen, prob fr MD gruwen\ akin to OrfG \ngruen to shiver] - 

grucaomely adv, gnieaomeiicaa n 

gruff /gruf/ adj 1 brusque or stem in manner, speech, or aspect <a 
rep/y) 2 deep and harsh <a voice} [Dgrof; akin to OHG grob coarse, 
bni/ scurf - more at dandruff] - gruffly adv, gruffhesa n 
grumble /'gnimbi/ vb grumbling /’grumbling/ vt 1 to mutter in discon- 
tent 2 to rumble vt to express m a moaning or discontented way [prob 
fr MF grommeler, deriv of MD grommen-, akin to OHG grimm grim] ~ 
grumble n, grumbler n, grumUingly adv, gmmbly adj 
grumbling /*grumbling/ adj causing intermittent pain or discomfort <a 
-- appendix} 

grummet /grumit/ n a grommet 

grump /grump/ n \ pi a fit of ill humour or sulkiness 2 a grumpy person 
[obs grumps (snubs, slights), prob of imit ongin] 
grumpy /grumpi/ adj moodily cross; surly - grumpily adv, gnimpi- 

uen n 

Grundyism /'gnindi,iz(3)m/ n prudery [Mrs Grundy] 

'grunt /grunt/ vb to utter (with) a grunt [ME grunten, fr OE grunnettan, 
freq of grunian, of imit origin] - gruuter n 
*grunt n the deep short guttund sound of a pig; also a similar sound 
gruntled /'gruntld/ adj (made) contented or satisfied - tnfml * 
[buck-formation fr disgruntled] 
grutten /grutn/ past part o / ’greet 

Qruybre /groob'yeo (Fr gryjtir)/ n a Swiss cheese with smaller holes and 
a slightly fuller flavour than Emmenthal [Gruyere, district of Switzer- 
land] 

gryke /griek/ n a grike 
gryphon /'grifon/ n a griffin 

'G-,etring n a small piece of cloth, leather, etc covering the genitalia and 
held in place by thongs, elastic, etc that is passed round the hips and 
between the buttocks [origin unknown] 
guaioc /'g(w)ie 3 k/ n guaiacum [NL Guaiacum] 
giMliocum /'g(w)ie*akam/ n (a resin with a faint balsamic smell or the 


hard greenish brown wood oQ any of several tropical American trees 
[NL, genus name, fr Sp guayaco, fr Tamo guayacan] 
guanaco /gwah'nahkoh/ n, pi guanacoa, esp collectively guanaco a S 
American mammal that has a soft thick fawn-coloured coat and is related 
to the camel [Sp, fr Quechua huanacu] 
guanine /'gwahneen/ n a punne base that is one of the 4 bases whose 
order in a DNA or RNA chain codes genetic information - compare 
ADENiNF,, CYTOSINE, THYMINE, URACIL [guano + -inc; fr its being found 
esp in guano] 

guano /'gwahnoh/ n (an artificial fertilizer similar to) a phosphate-nch 
substance consisting chiefly of the excrement of seabirds and used as a 
fertilizer [Sp, fr Quechua huanu dung] 

guanoaine /'gwahnaseen/ n a nucleoside containing guanine [blend of 
guanine and ribose] 

guarani /.gwahra'nee/ n, p/ff) guarani, guaranis, (2) guaranis, guaranies 
1 cap a member or the language of a,^ple inhabiting Bolivia, Paraguay, 
and S Brazil language 2 Paraguay at nationality [Sp 
guarani] - guaranian /-'nee-an/ n or adj 
'guarantee /.garan'tee/ n 1 one who guarantees 2 a wntten undertaking 
to answer for the payment of a debt or the performance of a duty of 
another in case of the other’s default 3a an agreement by which one 
oerson accepts responsibility for another's obligations, esp debts, in case 
of default b an assurance of the quality of or of the length of use to be 
expected from a product offered for sale, accompanied by a promise to 
replace it or pay the customer back 4 sthg given as secunty, a pledge 
[prob alter, of 'guaranty] 

'guarantdg vt guarante^; guaranteeing 1 to undertake to answer for the 
debt or default of 2a to undertake to do or secure (sthg) (she ^ d delivery 
of the goods} b to engage for the existence, permanence, or nature of 3 
to give secunty to 

guarantor /.garan'taw/ n 1 one who guarantees 2 one who makes or 
gives a guarantee [guaranty + '-or] 

guaranty /'garanti/ n ouarantel 2 [MF garantie, fr OF, fr garantir 
to guarantee, fr garant warrant, of Gmc ongin, akin lu OHG werento 
guarantor - more at 'warrant] 

'guard /gahd/ n 1 a defensive position in boxing, fencing, etc 2 the act 
or duty of protecting or defending 3 a person or a body of men on sentinel 
duty 48 a person or group whose duty is to protect a place, people, etc 
b pi HOUSEHOLD TROOPS 5 a protective or safety device, esp a device on 
a machine for protecting against injury 6 Br the person in charge of a 
railway train [ME ^arde, fr MF, fr OF, fr garder to guard, defend, of Gmc 
origin, akin to OHG warten to watch, take care - more at ward off] 
^guard vt 1 to protect from danger, esp by watchful attention; make secure 
(policemen ing our cities} 2 to watch over so as to prevent escape, 
entry, theft, etc; also to keep in check your tongue} ~ vi to watch by 
way of caution or defence; stand guard - guarder n - guard against to 
attempt to prevent (sthg) by taking precautions 
'guard .cell n either of the 2 crescent-shaped cells that border and open 
and close a plant stoma 

guarded /'gahdid/ adj marked by caution (a ~ reply} (a - look} - 
guardedly adv, guarde^esa n 

'guard.house /-.hows/ n a building used by soldiers on guard duty or 
as a prison 

guardian /"gabdi an, -dyan/ n I one who or that which guards or 
protects 2 sby who has the care of the person or property of another, 
specif shy entrusted by law with the care of sby who is of unsound mind, 
not of age, etc - guardianship n 

'guard,rail /-,rayl/ n a railing for guarding against danger or tres^a^ 
'guardroom /-room, -.roohm/ n a room serving as a guardhouse 

CHURCH 

'guardaman /-man/ n a member of a igilitary body called guard or 
guards ^ 

'guard's .van n, Br a railway wagon or cal^ge attached usu at the rear 
of a train for the use of the guard 

guava /'gwahva/ n (the sweet acid yellow edible fruit of) a shrubby 
tropical Amencan tree [modif of Sp guayaba, of Arawakan origin, akin 
to Tupi guayava guava] 

gubtins /'gubinz/ n pi but sing in constr, pi gubbina Br 1 the inner 
workings of a machine, gadgetry 2 a thingtmajig 3 a group or collection 
of objects associated with sthg specified (be received the catalogue and 
all the that goes with it} USE infml [pi of gubbin (fragment, scrap), 
alter, of obs gobone (gobbet, portion), fr ME gobyn, goboun] 
gubernatorial /.gyoohbana'tawri-al/ adj of a governor [L gubemator 
governor, fr gubematus, pp of gubemare to govern - more at gov- 
ern] 
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guddia /*gudl/ vb, chiefly Scot to catch (fish) by groping with the hands 
(e g under stones or banks of streams) [prob imit] 

'gudgeon /'guj(3)n/ n 1 a pivot or journal 2 a socket for a rudder pintle 
[ME gudyon, fr MF goujon] 

gudgeon n, pi gudgeons, esp collectively gudgeon a small European 
freshwater fish used esp for food or bait [ME gojune, fr MF gouvton, 
gougon, fr L gobion-, gobio, alter, of gobtus - more at goby] 
'gudgeon ,pin n a metal pin linking the piston and connecting rod in an 
internal-combustion engine 

guelder rose /gelda/ n a (cultivated) shrub of the honeysuckle family 
with clusters of white flowers [Guelderland, Gelderland, province of the 
Netherlands] 

Guelf, Guelph /gwelf/ n a member of a political party in medieval Italy 
opposing the German emperors - compare ghibfxijne [It Guelfo] 
guenon /ga'non (Fr ganS/ n, pi guenons, esp collectively guenon any of 
vanous long-tailed (tree-dwelling) African monkeys [F, fr MF] 
guernsey /'guhnzi/ n. often cap 1 (any oO a breed of fawn and white 
dairy cattle larger than the jersey 2 a thick knitted tunic or jersey 
traditionally worn by sailors [Guernsey, Channel islands] 
guerrilla, guerilla /ga'nb/ n a member of a small independent fighting 
force which engages in sabotage, unexpected assaults, etc [Sp guerrilla. 
fr dim of guerra war, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG werra stnfc - more 
at war] 

'guess /ges/ vt 1 to form an opinion of with little or no consideration of 
the facts 2 to arnve at a correct conclusion about by conjecture, chance, 
or intuition i^edthe answer} 3 chiefly NAm to believe, suppose </ ~ 
you’re right} - infml ^ vi to make a guess [ME gessen, prob of Scand 
ongin, akin to ON geta to get, guess ~ more at Gtr] - guesser n 
^guess n a surmise, estimate 

guesstimete r gcMim^t/ n an estimate made without adequate informa- 
tion - infml [blend of guess and estimate] - guesstimate /-.mayt/ vt 
'guess, work /-.wuhk/ n (judgment based on) the act of guessing 
'guest /gest/ n la a person entertained in one’s home b a person taken 
out, entertained, and paid for by another c a person who pays for the 
services of an establishment (eg a hotel) 2 one who is present by 
invitation <a ^ star on a TV programme} [ME gest, fr ON gesK akin 
to OE g£est guest, stranger, L hostis stranger, enemy] 

‘guest VI to appear as a guest 

'guesthouse /-.hows/ n a pnvate house used to accommodate paying 
guests 

'guest .worker n an immigrant worker who is a temporary resident of 
a country, esp in the Common Market, and is usu employed in an 
unskilled job [trans of G gastarbeiter] 
guff /guf/ n humbug, nonsense - infml [prob imit] 
guffaw /'gufaw, ga'faw/ vi or n (to utter) a loud or boisterous laugh 
[imit] 

guidance /'gied(a)ns/ n 1 help, advice 2 the process of controlling the 
course of a projectile by a built-in mechanism [^Guiot + -ance] 
'guide /gied/ n la one who leads or directs another b one who shows and 
explains places of interest to travellers, tounsts, etc c sthg, esp a 
guidebook, that provides sby with information about a place, activity, etc 
d sthg or sby that directs a person in his/her conduct or course of life 2 
a bar, rod, etc for steadying or directing the motion of sthg 3 often cap. 
chiefly Br a member of a worldwide movement of girls and young women 
founded with the aim of forming character and teaching good citizenship 
through outdoor activities and domestic skills, specif a member of the 
intermediate section for girls aged from 10 to 15 [ME. fr MF, fr OProv 
guida, of Gmc origin, akin to OE witan to look after, witan to know - 
more at wit] 

‘guide vt 1 to act as a guide to, direct in a way or course 2 to c'li’-ect or 
supervise, usu to a particular end, also to supervise the training of ^ vi 
to act or work as a guide; give guidance - guider n, guidable adj 
'guide,book /-.book/ n a handbook; esp a book of information for 
travellers 

'guide ,dog n a dog trained to lead a blind person 
'guide, line /-.lien/ n a line by which one is guided, esp an indication of 
policy or conduct 

'guide.post /-.pohst/ n a signpost 
'guide.way /-.way/ n a channel or track 

guiding /'gieding/ n, chiefly Br the activities of the Guide movement 
guidon /'gied(a)n/ n a tnangular or forked pennant (e g a standard of a 
regiment of dragoons) [MF] 

guild /gild/ n sing or pi in constr an association of people with similar 
interests or pursuits; esp a medieval association of merchants or craAsmen 


[ME glide, fr ON gildi payment, guild; akin to OE gield tribute, guild - 
more at danegeld] - gnildahip n 
guilder /'gilds/ n a gulden [modif of D gulden] 

.guild'hall /-'hawl/ n a hall where a guild or corporation usu assembles; 

esp TOWN HALL 

'guildsman /-man/ n a guild member 

guild socialism n an early socialist theory advocating state ownership 
of industry with control by guilds of workers 

guile /giel/ n deceitful cunning; duplicity [ME, fr OF] - guileful adj, 
guilefully adv, guileless adj, guilelessly adv 

guillemot /'gili.mot/ n, pi guillemots, esp collectively guilleaMit any of 
several narrow-billed auks of northern seas [F, fr MF, dinv of Guillaume 
William] 

guillotine /'gibtecn/ n 1 a machine for beheading consisting of a heavy 
blade that slides down between grooved posts 2 an instrument (e g a paper 
cutter) that works like a guillotine 3 limitation of the discussion of 
legislative business by the imposition of a time limit - compare closure 
[F, fr Joseph Guillotin tl814 F physician] - guillotine vt 
guilt /gilt/ n I the fact of having committed a breach of conduct, esp one 
that violates law 2a responsibility for a cnminal or other offence b 
feelings of being at fault or to blame, esp for imagined offences or from 
a sense of inadequacy [ME, delinquency, guilt, fr OE gylt] 
guilty /gilti/ adj 1 justly answerable for an offence 2a suggesting or 
involving guilt <a — deed} b feeling guilt <f/ie/r -- consciences} - 
guiltily adv, guilllneas n 

guinea /'gini/ n 1 a former Bntish gold com worth 21 shillings 2 a 
money unit worth £l and 5 new pence [Guinea, region of W Afnca. 
supposed source of the gold from which it was made] 

‘guinea .fowl /"gini/ n a W Afncan bird with white-speckled slaty 
plumage that is related to the pheasants and is widely kept for food 
'guinea .pig n 1 a small stout-bodied short-eared nearly tailless rodent 
oAcn kept as a pet 2 sby or sthg used as a subject of (scientific) research 
or expenmentation 

'guinea .worm n a very long slender nematode worm of warm chmates 
that lives under the skin of human beings and other mammals 
guipure /gi'pyooa/ n a heavy large-patterned decorative lace on a fabnc 
foundation [F] 

guise /giez/ n 1 external appearance, aspect 2 assumed appearance, 
semblance [ME, fr OF, of Gmc ongin. akin to OHG wisa manner - more 
at 'wise] - in the guise of masquerading as 
guitar /gi'tah/ n a flat-bodied stnnged instrument with a long fretted 
neck, plucked with a plectrum or the fingers [F guitare, fr Sp guitarra, 
fr Ar. qitar, fr Gk kithara cithara] - guitarist n 
Gujarati, GiOcrati Agooja'rahti/ n or adj, pi Gitiarati, Gujerati^(^e 
language or a member of a people) of the state of Gujarat in W India 
LANGiJ/^tB [Hindi gujarati, fr Gujarat Gujarat] 
gulch /gulch/ n, chiefly NAm a ravine, esp with a torrent flowing 
through It [perh fr E dial gulch (to gulp)^fr ME gulchen] 
gulden /'goold(3)n/ n, pi guldens, gulden 3^ The Netherlands, Neth- 
erlands Antilles, Sunnam at nationali ty [ME (Sc), fr MD gulden flonjn 
golden flonn] 

gules /gyoohiz/ n red - used in heraldry [ME goules, fr MF] 

'gulf /gulf/ n 1 a partially landlocked part of the sea, usu larger than a 
bay 2 a deep chasm, an abyss 3 an unbndgeable gap <rAe between 
theory and practice} (ME goulf, fr MF golfe, fr It golfo, fr LL colpus, 
fr Gk kolpos bosom, gulf, akin to OE hweaJf vault, OHG waJbo] 

‘gulf vt to engulf 

'gulf, weed /-.weed/ n a sargassum [Gulf of Mexico] 

'gull /gul/ n ary of numerous related long-winged web-footed largely 
while, grey, or black aquatic birds [ME. of Celt origin, akin to W gwylan 
gull] 

‘gull vt to tnck, cheat, or deceive <^ed into a bad purchase} [obs gull 
(gullet), fr ME golle, fr MF goule] 

Gullah /'gub, also 'goob/ n a member or the English dialect of a group 
of Negroes of the sea islands and coast of S Carolina. Georgia, and NE 
Florida 

gullet /"guilt/ n the oesophagus; broadly the throat digestion 
[ME golet, fr MF goulet, dim. of goule throat, fr L gula - more at 
glutton] 

gullible /"gubbl/ adj easily deceived or cheated - gulUbility 
/-'bibti/ n 

'gully also gulley /'guli/ n 1 a trench worn in the earth by running water 
aAer rain 2 a deep gutter or drain 3 a fielding position in cricket close 
to the batsman on the off side and between point and the slips sport 
[obs gully (gullet), prob alter, of ME golet] 
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*gully vt to make gullies in 

gulp /gulp/ vt to swallow hurriedly, greedily, or in 1 swallow - often -k 
down ^ vi to make a sudden swallowing movement as if surprised or 
nervous [ME gulpen, fr a MD or MLG word akin to D A Fris gulpen 
to bubble forth, drink deep; akin to OE gtcJpan to boast - more at yelp) 

- gulp n, galper n 

gulp back vt to keep back (as lO by swallowing; suppress <gulped back 
his tawsy 

'gum /gum/ n (the tissue that surroundsjhe teeth and covers) the parts 
of the jaws from which the teeth grow digestion [ME gome, fr 
OE goma palate; akin to OHG guomo palate, Gk chaos abyss] 

^um n la any of numerous polysaccharide plant substances that are 
gelatmous when moist but harden on drying - compare mucilage b any 
of various substances (e g a mucilage or gum resin) that exude from plants 

2 a substance or deposit resembling a plant gum (e g in adhesive quality) 

3 Austr a eucalyptus [ME gomme, fr OF, fr L cummi, gummi, fr Gk 
kommi, fr Egypt qmy.t] - gummy adj 

*gum vb -mm- vt to smear or stick (as lO with gum vi to exude or form 

^um n God - esp in by gum as a mild oath [euphemism) 

,gum 'arable n a water-soluble gum obtained from several acacias and 
used esp in the manufacture of adhesives and in pharmacy 
gumbo /*gumboh/ n 1 a (meat and vegeuble) soup thickened with okra 
pods 2 often cap a patois used by Negroes and Creoles, esp in Louisiana 
3 NAm OKRA 1 [AmerF gombo, of Bantu ongin; akin to Umbundu 
ochinggdmbo okra] - gumbo adj 
gumboil /'gum.boyl/ n an abscess in the gum 
'gum.boot /-.booht/ n a strong waterproof rubber boot reaching usu to 
the knee 

gumma /guma/ n, pi gummas also gummata /'gumata/ a rubbery 
tumour characteristic of tertiary syphilis [NL gummat-, gumma, fr LL, 
gum. alter, of L gummi] ~ gummatoua adj 

gumption /'gumpsh(a)n/ n 1 shrewd practical common sense 2 initiat- 
ive; speci/ boldness [origin unknown] 

'gum .ratin n a mixture of gum and resm (e g myrrh), usu obtained by 
making an incision in a plant and allowing the juice which exudes to 
solidify 

gumthoa /'gum.shooh/ n, chiefly NAm a detective - infml \gumshoe 
(rubber shoe, sby who walks stealthily)] 

'gum .tree n a eucalyptus 

gum up vt to prevent or impede the proper working or carrying out of 

- esp in gum up the works-, infml « 

'gun /gun/ n la a piece of ordnance, usu with a High muzzle velocity and 

a comparatively flat trajectory b a nfle, pistol, etc c a device that throws 
a projectile 2 a discharge of a gun 3a sby who carries a gun in a shooting 
party b NAm one who is skilled with a gun; esp a gunman [ME gonne, 
gunne] - gunned adj 

^un vf -nn- 1 to fire on 2 to shoot - often ^ down - gun for to search 
for in order to attack - infml 

'’gun.boat /-.boht/ n a relatively heavily armed ship of shallow 
draught 

^unbOPt adj of or employ mg the high-handed use of naval or military 
power diplomacy j 

'gun,COtton /-.kot(a)n/ n (an explosive highly nitrated with) cellulose 
nitrate 

'gun, dog /-4og/ n a dog trained to locate or retneve game for hunt- 
ers 

'gun, fir* /-/le-a/ n the (noise oO firing of guns 
gunge /gunj/ n, Br an unpleasant, dirty, or sticky substance slang 
(origin unknown] - gungy adj 

gang ho /.gung lioh/ adj, chiefly NAm extremely or excessively enthusi- 
astic [Gung ho!, motto (interpreted as meaning 'work together') of certain 
US marine raiders in WWll, fr Chin (Pek) kung'-hd, short for 
chun^-kuof kun^-yeh* hc^-tsef sh& Chinese Industrial Cooperatives 
Society) 

gunk /gungk/ n, chiefly NAm gunge - slang [prob imit] 
gunlayer /'gunjaya/ n sby who aims a large gun 
'gunjock /-,k>k/ n the mechanism for igniting the charge of a firearm 
'gunman /-man/ n a man armed with a gun; esp a professional killer 
'9Un.metal /-^netl/ n (a metal treated to imitate) a bronze formerly used 
for cannon - gun— tal adj 
gunnel /"gunl/ a a gunwale 

gunner /'guna/ Ala soldier or airman who operates a gun; specif a 
private in the Royal Artillery 2 sby who hunts with a gun 3 a warrant 
officer who supervises naval ordnance and ordnance stores 


gunnery /'gunan/ n the use of guns; specif the science of the flight of 
projectiles and of the effective use of guns 

gunnery sergeant n dr rank 

gunny /'gum/ n a coarse heavy matenal. usu of jute, used esp for sacking 
[Hindi ganf] 

gunpoint /rgun,poynt/ n - at gunpoint under threat of death 
'gun.powder /-.powda/ n an explosive mixture of potassium nitrate, 
charcoal, and sulphur used in gunnery and blasting 
‘gun .room n quarters on a Bntish warship used by junior officers 
'gun, runner /-.runa/ n one who carries or deals in contraband arms and 
ammunition - gunrunning n 

‘gun, ship /-.ship/ n a heavily armed relatively slow aircraft (eg a 
helicopter or converted transport aeroplane) used to suppress ground fire, 
also an antitank helicopter 

'gun.shot /-.shot/ n 1 a shot or projectile fired from a gun 2 the range 
of a gun <our of 

'gun-.shy adj, esp of a dog afraid of the sound of a gun 
'gun.slinger /-.sling a/ n a gunman - slang 
'gun, smith /-.smith/ n sby who designs, makes, or repairs firearms 
gunwale, gunnel /'gunl/ n the upper edge of a ship's or boat's side [ME 
gonnewale, fr gonne gun f wale\ fr its former use as a support for 
guns] 

guppy /gupi/ n, pi guppies, esp collectively guppy a small (aquarium) 
fish native to the W Indies and S Amenca [R J L Guppy fl^i^ 
Tnnidadian naturalist] 

gurgle /gubgl/ vb gurgling /gubgling/ vi to make the sound (as lO of 
unevenly flowing water, also to flow or move with such a sound -o' vt to 
utter with a gurgling sound [prob imit] - gurgle n 
Gurkha /'guhka/ n a member of the dominant race in Nepal (.serving in 
the Bntish or Indian army) 

gurnard /gubnad/ n, pi gurnards, esp collectively gurnard any of various 
fishes with large armoured heads and 3 pairs of pectoral fins [ME, fr MF 
gomart, irreg fr grognier to grunt, fr L grunnire, of imit ongin] 
guru /'goohrooh, 'goo-/ n, pi gurus 1 a personal religious teacher and 
spintual guide (e g in Hinduism) 2a a spintual and intellectual guide, a 
mentor b an acknowledged leader or chief proponent (e g of a cult or idea) 
- infml (^the ^ of modem philosophical thought^ [Hindi guru, fr Skt 
guru, fr guru, adj, heavy, venerable - more ai ‘orilvl) 

'gush /gush/ VI 1 to issue copiously or violently 2 to emit a sudden 
copious flow 3 to make an effusive oflen affected display of sentiment or 
enthusiasm < women ^ ing over the babyj ^ vt to emit in a copious free 
flow [ME guschen] - gushy adj, gushing adj 
^gush n t (sthg emitted in) a sudden outpounng 2 an effusive and usu 
affected display of sentiment or enthusiasm 
gusher /’gusha/ n an oil well with a copious natural flow ['gush 
+ *-er] 

gusset /’gusit/ n 1 a piece of material inserted in a seam (e g the crotch 
of an undergarment) to provide expansion or reinforcement 2 a plate or 
bracket for strengthening an angle in framework [ME. piece of armour 
covenng the joints in a suit of armour, fr MF gouchet] - gusset vt 
'gust /gust/ n 1 a sudden bnef rush of (rain earned by the) wind 2 a 
sudden outburst; a surge <a ^ of emotionj [prob fr ON gustr, akin to 
OHG gussa flood, OE gwtan to pour - more at 'i-ound] - gustily adv, 
gustuiess n, gusty aifj 

*gust vi to blow in gusts (^wmds ~ing up to 40 mphj 
gustatory /'gusUt(a)ri/, gustativc /-tiv/ adj of. associated with, or being 
the sense of taste [Lgustatus, pp of gustare to taste, akin to Lgustus taste, 
liking] - gustatorily adv, gustation /gu'stayBh(3)n/ n 
gusto /’gustoh/ n enthusiastic and vigorops enjoyment or vitality <Ae 
sang with great > [Sp, fr L gustus] 

'gut /gut/ n la the basic emotionally or initinctively responding part of 
a person (a ^ feehngj b (a part oQ the alipientary canal c the belly or 
abdomen d catgut 2 a narrow (water) passage 3 the sac of silk taken from 
a silkworm and drawn out into a thread for use in attaching a fish hook 
to a ffshing line 4 pi the inner essential parts ithe of a car} > infml 

5 pi courage, determination • infml [ME, fr OE guttas, pi; akin to OE 
geotan to pour] 

*gut Vf -tl- 1 to eviscerate, disembowel 2a to destroy the inside of </7/e 
-- ted the buildingj b to destroy the essential power or effectiveness of 
im/lahion ^ ting the economy of a country} 3 to extract the essentials of 
a novel} 

’gut adj arising from or concerning one's strongest emotions or instincts 
(Jier ^ reaction to their behaviour was one of disgust} 

'gutiMS /-lis/ adj lacking courage; cowardly - infml - gntlaiaMfli n 
'gutsy /-si/ adj 1 courageous 2 expressing or appealing strongly to the 
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physical passions, lusty (^belting out ^ rock} USE infml - nutsi- 
neu n 

gutta-percha /.guts 'puhcha/ n a tough plastic substance obtained from 
the latex of several Malaysian trees and used esp for electneal insulation 
(Malay gctah-percha, fr gStah sap, latex + percha, tree producing 
gutta-percha] 

guttata /’gutayt/ adj having small (coloured) spots or drops [L guttatus, 
fr gutta] 

'gutter /’guts/ n 1 a trough just below the eaves or at the side of a street 
to catch and carry off rainwater, surface water, etc 2 a white space 
between 2 pages of a book, 2 postage stamps on a sheet, etc 3 the lowest 
or most vulgar level or condition of human life [ME gofer, fr OF gouticre, 
fr goute drop, fr L gutta] 

‘gutter vt to cut or wear gutters in ^ v/ 1 to flow in nvulets 2a of a candle 
to burn unevenly so that melted wax runs down one side b of a flame to 
bum fitfully or feebly, be on the point of going out 
‘gutter (characteristic) of the gutter, esp marked by extreme vulganty 
or cheapness <rAe ^ press'} 

guttering /'gutanng/ n a length or section of a gutter 
'guttersnipe /-.smep/ n a deprived child living in poverty and usu 
dressed in ragged clothes ['gutter + smpe (wretched person), fr 
•siwpe] 

guttural /'gut(a)r3l/ adj 1 of the throat 2a formed or pronounced in the 
throat sounds') b velar or palatal [MF. prob fr ML gutturalis, fr L 
guttur throat - more at 'an] - gutturally adv, gutturalize vi, gutturaliza* 
tion /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
guv /guv/ n, Br governor 3 - slang 
guvnor /"guvna/ n, Br governor 3 - slang [by alter ] 

'guy /gie/ vt or n (to steady or reinforce with) a rope, chain, rod. etc 
attached to ^thg i brace or guide [prob fr D get brail] 

‘guy n 1 oBen cap a humorous effigy of a man burnt in Bntain on Guy 
Fawkes Night 2 a man, fellow infml [Guy Fawkes tl606 E conspira- 
tor] 

‘guy vt to make fun of, ridicule 

'Guy .Fawkes .Night /.gie 'fawks/ n November 5 observed in Bnlain 
with fireworks and bonfires in commemoration of the arrest of Guy 
Fawkes in 1605 for attempting to blow up the Houses of Parliament 
guzzle /guzl/ vb guzzling /'guzling, 'gu/l mg/ to consume (sthg) 
greedily, continually, or habitually [ongin unknown] - guzzler n 
gwyniad /'gwimad/ n a whitefish found in Bala Lake in N Wales [W, 
fr gwyn white] 

gybe, NAm chiefly Jibe /jicb/ vi I of a fore-and-af) sail to swing 
(suddenly and violently) from one side to another when running before 
the wind 2 to change a ship’s course so that the sail gybes - vt to C4iusc 
to gybe [perh modif of D gijben] 

gym /jim/ n 1 a gymnasium 2 development of the body by games, 
exercises, etc, esp in school 

gymkhana /jim'kahna/ n a sporting event featuring competitions and 
displays, specif a meeting involving competition in horse nding and 
carnage dnving [prob modif of Hindi gend-khana racket court] 
gymn- /jimn-/, gymno- comb form naked, bare <gymnospenn> [NL, fr 
Gk, fr gymnos ~ more at naked] 

gymnasium /jim'nayzi am, -zyam/ n, pi gymnasiums, gymnasia Azi a/ 
I a large room or separate building used for indoor sports and gymnastic 
activities 2 a German or Scandinavian secondary school that prepares 
pupils for university [L, exercise ground, school, fr Gk gymnasion, fr 
gymtiazein to exercise naked, fr gymnos, (2) G, fr L, school] 
gymnast /'jimnast/ n sby trained m gymnastics [MF gymnaste, fr Gk 
gymnasia trainer, fr gymnazem] ~ gymnastic /-'nastik/ adj 
gymnastics /jim'nastiks/ n pi but sing or pi m constr 1 ’physical 
exercises developing or displaying bodily strength and coordmati^i , often 
performed in competition 2 an exercise in intellectual or physical dexter- 
ity (^verbal ~ > 

gymnosperm /’jimnoh.spuhm/ n any of a class of woody vascular seed 
plants (e g conifers) that^oduce naked seeds not enclosed in an ovary 
- compare angiosperm -I/" plant [denv of NL gymn- ♦ Gk sperma 
seed - more at sperm] - gymnoapermy n, gymnospermous /-'spuhmas/ 
adj 

'gymsilp /’jim.slip/ n, chiefly Bt a girl’s tunic or pinafore dress that is 
worn usu with a belt as part of a school uniform 
‘gymsiip adj, chiefly Br of a schoolgirl or a girl of school age <a ^ 
pregnancy} - infml 

gyn-, gyno- comb form 1 woman (gynocmey) 2 female reproductive 
organ; ovary <gyno/>Aore>; pistil (gynoecium} [Gk gyn-, fr gyne - more 
at queen] 


gynaec-, gynaeco- , MAm chiefly gynec-, gyneco- woman; reproductive 
organs of women (gynaecology} (GK gynaik-. gynatko-, fr gynaik-, gyne 
woman] 

gynaecology /.giena'kobji, jie-/ n a branch of medicine that deab with 
diseases and disorders (of the reproductive system) of women [ISV] - 
gynaecologist n, gynaecologic /-ka'lojik/, gynaecological adj 
gynandromorph /jic'nandr3,mawf, /-ji-, gie-, -droh-/ n an (abnormal) 
individual having characters of both sexes in different parts of the body 
[ISV] - gynandromorphy n, gynandromorphic /-'mawfik/ adj, gyiian- 
dromorphism n, gynandromorpbous adj 
gynandrous /ji'nandras, jie-, gie-/ adj, of a flower, apan orchid having 
the male and female parts united in a column [Gk gynandros of doubtful 
sex. fr gyne woman 4 andr-, aner man - more at andr-] 

-gyne /-jicn/ comb form (- n) woman, female (jfseudogyne} [Gk 
gyne] 

gynoecium /jie'neesi-am, gie-/ n. pi gynoecia /-siV all the female parts 
of a flower [NL, alter of L gynaeceum women’s apartments, fr Gk 
gynaikeion, fr gynaik-, gyne] 

-gynous /-janas/ comb form ( adj} having (such or so many) females 
or female parts or organs <Ae/efogynous) [NL -gynus, fr Gk -gynos, fr 
gyne] - -gyny comb form ( - n) 

'gyp /jip/ n I Br a college servant at Cambridge university - compare 
redder, scout 2 NAm a a cheat, swindler b a fraud, swindle USE (2) 
infml [prob short for gypsy] 

‘gyp vb -pp- NAm to cheat - infml 

•gyp n sharp pain - chiefly in give one gyp, infml [origin unknown] 
gypsophila /jip'sofib, often .jipsa'flli a/ n any of a genus of Old World 
plants of the pink family with many small delicate flowers [NL. genus 
name, fr L gypsum 4- -phila -phil] 

gypsum /'jipsam/ n hydrated calcium sulphate occurring as a mineral 
and used esp in plaster of pans [L. fi Gk gypsos, of Sem origin, akin to 
Ar Jibs plaster] - gypseous /-si-as/ adj, gypsiferous /-'sif(3)r3s/ adj 
gypsy /jipsi/ n, chiefly NAm a gipsy 

gyi'% gyro- comb form 1 ring; circle, spiral, rotation (gyromagnetic} 2 
gyroscope (gyrocompass} [prob fr MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr gy/TOs] 
gyrate /jie'rayt, ji-/ vb'. 1 to revolve round a point or axis 2 to (cause to) 
move with a circular or spiral motion - gyrator n, gyration /-'raysh(a)n/ 
n, gyrational adj, gyratory /'jier3t(a)rt, -’ray-/ adj 
gyrfalcon /’juh,faw(l)kan/ n a large powerful arctic falcon [ME ger- 
faucun, fr MF girfaucon] 

gyro /'jie-(a)roh/ n, pi gyros 1 a gyroscope 2 a gyrocompass USE 
infml 

gyrocompass /'jie aroh.kumpos/ n a compass in which the honzontal 
axis of a constantly spinning gyroscope always points to true north 
.gyromag netic /-mag'netik/ adj of the magnetic properties of a rotat- 
ing electneal particle 

gyroplane /jie-ara.playn/ n an aircraft supported by rapidly rotating 
honruntal aerofoils [ISV] 

'gyro, scope /-.skohp/ n a wheel that is mounted to spin rapidly about 
an axis and is free to turn in various directions but that maintains constant 
orientation while spinning in the absence of applied forces (F, fr gyr- + 
-scope, fr Its original use to illustrate the rotation of the earth] - 
gyroscopic /-'skopik/ adj, gyroscopicaily adv 


H 

h /aych/ n, pi h’a, hs often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device 
for reproducing) the 8th letter of the English alphabet 2 a speech 
counterpart of orthographic h 

ha /hah/ inteij ~ used esp to express surprise, joy, triumph, etc [ME] 

haar /hah/ n a cold fog on the E coast of Britain [prob fr a LG or D 
dial word; akin to ON harr grey, hoary] 

Habakkuk /'habokook/ n (a book of the Old Testament attributed to) 
a Hebrew prophet of 7th-c Judah [Heb Habhaqquq] 

habanera /.haba'nyeara/ n (music for) a Cuban dance in slow duple time 
[Sp (danza) habanera, lit., Havanan dance, fr La Habana (Havana), 
capital city of Cuba] 

habdalah /.hahvda'lah, hahv'dawb/ n, often cap a Jewish domestic 
ceremony marking the close of a Sabbath or holy day [Heb habhdalah 
separation] 

habeas corpus /.haybi-as 'kawpas, -byas/ n a judicial writ requiring a 
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detained person to be brought before a court so that the legality of his/her 
detention may be examined [ME, fr ML, lit., you should have the body 
(the opening words of the wnt)] 

haiMrdaahtr /'hab»,da$h3/ n 1 Ar a dealer in buttons, thread, nbbon, 
etc used in making clothes 2 NAm a dealer in shirts, ties, and other minor 
articles of menswear [ME haherditssher, prob fr modif of AF hapertas 
petty merchandise] 

'haberdashery An/ n l goods sold by a haberdasher 2 a haberdasher's 
shop 

habergeon /'habajan/ n (a sleeveless mail jacket shorter than) a hauberk 
[ME haubergeoun, fr MF haubergeon, dim. of hauberc hauberk] 
habiliment /ha'bilimant/ n an article of clothing (charactenstic of an 
occupation or occasion) - usu pi; fmi [MF habillemcnt, fr habiller to dress 
a log, dress, fr bille log - more at 'niLi et] 

'habit Aabit/ n 1 a costume characteristic of a calling, rank, or function 
(gliding -^yimottk’s <^>2 bodily or mental make-up <a cheerful ^ of 
mind) 3a a settled tendency or usual manner of behaviour b an acquired 
pattern or mode of behaviour 4 addiction <a drug ^ > 5 charactenstic 
mode of growth, occurrence, or appearance (e g of a plant or crystal) 
[ME, fr OF, fr L habitus condition, character, fr habitus, pp of habere to 
have, hold - more at give] 

*habit vt to clothe, dress - fml 

habitabi# Ahabitabl/ adj capable of being lived in ~ habItableneM n, 
habitably adv, habitability /'-'bibti/ n 

habitant Aabitant/ n 1 an inhabitant, resident 2 (a descendant oO a 
settler of French ongin 

habitat Aabitat/ n 1 the (type oO place where a plant or animal 
naturally grows or lives 2 habitation 2 [L. it inhabits, fr habitare] 
habitation /,habi'taysh(3)n/ n 1 the act of inhabiting; occupancy 2 a 
dwelling place; a residence, home [ME habitacioun, fr MF habitation, fr 
L hatatation-, habitatio, fr habitatus, pp of habitare to inhabit, fr habitus, 
pp] 

'habit-, forming adj inducing the formation of an addiction 
habitual /ha'bityooal, -chooal/ adj 1 having the nature of a habit < ^ 
smokingy 2 by force of habit drunkard) 3 in accordance with habit, 
cus;omary (gave his ^ end of term speech) - habitually adv, habitual- 
neai n 

habituate /ha'bityooayt, -choo-/ vt to make used to ^vi to cause 
habituation 

habituation /h3.bityoo'aysh(d)n, -choo-/ n psychological need for a 
drug after a period of use [habituate ^ -ion] 
habituA /ha'bityoo.ay, -choo, ay/ n one who fr^uent.s a specified place 
<^s of the theatre) (F, fr pp of habit uer to frequent, fr LL habit uare to 
habituate, fr L habitus] 

haboob /ha'boohb/ n a sandstorm in N Afnca [Ar habub violent 
wind] 

Hababurg Ahapsbuhg/ n or adj (a) Hapsburg 
hacak /"hah-chek/ n an invened circumflex accent (eg in ^ 
SYMBOL [Czech haiek, lit , little hook] 

hachura /ha'shyooa/ n a line used on a map to shade and denote hills, 
valleys, etc [F] 

hacianda /,hasi'enda/ n (the mam house oO a large estate or plantation, 
esp in a Spanish-speaking country [Sp, fr L facienda, neut pi of faciendus, 
gerundive of facere to make, do] 

'hack /hak/ vr la to cut (as lO with repeated irregular or unskilful blows 
b to sever with repeated blows vf 2 to clear by cutting away vegetation 
a path) 3 to kick (an opposing player or the ball in football) 4 chiefly 
NAm to bear, tolerate > slang ^ vi 1 to make cutting blows or rough cuts 
2 to cough in a short dry manner <a ^ ing cough) [ME hakken, fr OE 
-haccian; akin to OHG hacchon to hack, OE hoc hook] - hacker n 
’hack II 1 a mattock, pick, etc 2 (a wound from) a kick in football 3 a 
hacking blow 

’hack 0 1 the board on which a falcon's meat is served 2 the state of 
partial liberty in which a young hawk is kept before training - usu + at 
[blend of^hatch and heck (hatch, rack)] 

’hack Ji la a nding horse let out for hire b 'jade 1 c a light easy saddle 
horse 2 an act of hacking; a ride 3 one who produces mediocre work for 
financial gain; esp a commercial wnter 4 NAm a taxi [short for 
hackney] 

*hack adj 1 performed by. suited to, or characteristic of a hack 
writing) 2 hackneyed, tnte 

’hack vb to ride (a horse) at an ordinary pace, esp over roads - 
hacker n 

hackamora /liaka^naw/ n a bridle with a loop capable of being 


tightened about the nose and used in place of a bit on a horse not used 
to one [by folk etymology fr Sp jaquima] 

'hacking .Jacket /'baking/ n a waisted riding coat with slits in the skirt 
and slanting flapped pockets garment [*hack] 
hackle Ahakl/ n 1 a steel comb with long teeth for dressing flax or hemp 
2a any of the long narrow feathers on the neck of a domestic cock or other 
bird b pJ the erectile hairs along the neck and back of esp a dog 3 an 
aflificial fishing fly made from a cock's hackles [ME hake//, akin to OHG 
hako hook - more at hook] 

'hackney /'hakm/ n any of an English breed of rather compact English 
horses with a conspicuously high leg action [ME hakeney, prob fr 
Hakeneye Hackney, borough of London] 

’hackney adj kept for public hire (a -- cab) 
hackneyed /'hakmd/ adj lacking m freshness or ongmality; meaning- 
less because used or done too often 

hacksaw /'hak.saw/ n a fine-toothed saw, esp for cutting metal ~ 
hacksaw vt 

had /d. 3d, hod, strong had/ past of have 

hadal Ahaydl/ adj of or being the parts of the ocean below 60(X)m (about 
6562yd) [F. fr Hades Hades] 

haddock /'hadak/ n, />/ haddocks, esp co//ecnve/y haddock an important 
Atlantic food fish, usu smaller than the related common cod [ME 
haddok] 

hade /hayd/ n the angle made by the plane of a rock fault or vein wTth 
the vertical [hade (to incline from the vertical), of unknown ongin] 
Hades /haydeer/ n 1 the underground abode of the dead in Greek 
mythology 2 often not cap hell - euph [Gk Haides] 
hadith /‘lia'deeth/ n, often cap the body of traditions relating to Muham- 
mad and his companions |Ar hadith] 
hadj /haj/ n the hajj 
hadji /'haji/ n a hajji 
hadn't /'hadnt/ had not 

hadron /‘hadron/ n a pion or heavier elementary particle that takes pan 
m strong interactions [ISV hadr- thick, heavy (fi Gk hadros) -t ^-on] - 
hadronic /ha'dronik/ adj 
hadst /hadst/ archaic past 2nd sing of have 
haem, chief/y NAm heme /heem/ n a deep red iron-containing com- 
pound that occurs esp as the oxygen-carrying part of haemoglobin [ISV, 
fr haematin] 

haem-, haema-, haemo-, NAm hem-, hema-\ hemo- comb form blood 
(haemoflageJ/ate) (haemophi/ia) [MF hemo-, fr L haem-, haemo-, fr Gk 
haim-, haimo-, fr haima] 

haemagglutinate /.heema'gloohtmayt, .hemaV vt to cause agglutina- 
tion of (red blood cells) - haemagglutination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
haemal /'heeml/ ad/ 1 of the blood (vessels) 2 of or situated on the same 
side of the spinal cord as that on which the hean is placed 
haema t-, haemato-, NAm hemat-, hemato- comb form haem- 
<haemato/t/><haematogenous> [L haemal-, haemato-, fr Gk haimat-, 
haimato-, fr haimat-, haima] 

haematic /hee'matik/ adj of, containing, or affecting the blood 
haematin /'hemstm, 'hee-/ n (a brownish or bluish black dcnvative of 
oxidized) haem 

haematite /'hematiet, 'hee-/ n iron oxide occurnng as a crystalline or 
red earthy mineral 

haematocrit Aecm3toh.knt, 'hems-, hi'mata-/ n (an instrument for 
determining) the ratio of the volume of red blood cells to volume of whole 
blood [ISV haemat- Gk kntes judge, fir knnein to judge - more at 
certain] 

heema'tology /.heema'tobjt/ n the biology and medicine of (diseases oO 
the blood and blood-forming organs - hagmatologic /-ta'lojik/, haema- 
tologlcal adj 

heematoma /.heeema'tohma, .hema-/ n a tumour or swelling contain- 
ing blood; BRUISE la 

haemin Aeemm/ n a red-brown to blue-blgck salt denved from oxidized 
haem [ISV] 
haemo- - see hafm- 

haemocoele, haemocoel /'heema.seel/ n $ body cavity in arthropods or 
some other invertebrates that normally coatains blood and functions as 
part of the circulatory system 

haamocyanin /.heemoh'sie-anin/ n a colourless copper-containing res- 
piratory pigment found in the blood of various arthropods and molluscs 
that is analogous to the haemoglobin of higher animds [ISV] 
haamocyte/heemoh,stet, 'hemoh-/ n a blood cell, esp of an invertebrate 
animal [ISV] 

.haamocytometer /-sie'tomiu/ n an instrument for counting (blood) 
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cells suspended in a liquid, usu when viewed under a microscope 
[ISV] 

.haemodi'alysit /-die'alasis/ n purification of the blood (of sby whose 
kidneys have failed) by dialysis 

.haemo'globin /-'glohbin/ n an iron-containing protein that occurs m 
the red blood cells of vertebrates and is the means of oxygen transport 
from the lungs to the body tissues [ISV, short for earlier haematoglobu- 
Jin] - haemoglobinous adj, haemoglobinfc /-glohliinik/ adj 
'haemo, lymph /-.limf/ n a circulatory fluid of various invertebrate 
animals that is functionally comparable to the blood and lymph of 
vertebrates 

haemolysis /hi'molisis/ n dissolution of red blood cells with release of 
haemoglobin [NL] - haemolytic /.hecmoh'iitik, hemoh-/ adj, haemolyse 
/'hecmohliez, 'hemoh-/ vf 

haemophilia /.heemoh'fili’a, -ma-/ n delayed clotting of the blood with 
consequent difficulty in controlling bleeding even after minor injunes, 
occurnng as a hereditary defect, usu in males [NL] - haemophilic /-Ttlik/ 
adj 

.haemo'philiac /-hak/ n or adj (sby) sufTenng from haemophilia 
haemopoiesis /.heemohpoy'eesis, , hemoh-/ n the formation of blood 
cells in the bone marrow and lymphoid tLssue [NL] - haemopoietic 
/-poy'etik/ adj, haemopoietically adv 

haemorrhage /'hemanj/ n a (copious) loss of blood from the blood 
vessels [F & L, F hemorrhagic, fr L haemorrhagia, fr Gk haimorrhagia, 
fr haimo- haem- f -rrhagia] - haemorrhage vi, haemorrhagic /.hema 
'rajik/ adj 

haemorrhoid /'hemaroyd/ n a mass of dilated veins m swollen tissue 
round or near the anus - usu pi with sing meaning [MF hemorrhoidcs, 
pi, fr L haemorrhoidae, fr Gk haimorrhoides, fr hamorrhoos flowing with 
blood, fr hairtit-h i rhein to flow] - haemorrholdal /-‘roydl/ adj 
haemostasis /.n^moh'staysis, .hemoh-/ n arrest of bleeding [NL. fr 
Gk haimostasis styptic, fr haimo- haem- + -s/asu] - haemostatic /-‘statik/ 
adj 

hafnium /'hafnyam, -ni am/ n a metallic transition element chemically 
resembling zirconium pfriodic tabif (NL, fr Hal’nia Copen- 
hagen, city m Denmark] 

'haft /hahft/ n the handle of a weapon or tool [ME, fr OE hteO akin to 
OE hebban to lift - more at hlavl] 

’haft vt to fit with a haft 

'hag /hag/ n 1 a witch 2 an ugly and usu ill-naturcd old woman [ME 
hagge] - haggish adj 

’hag n, Scot A NEng (a firm spot in) a bog [E dial hag (felled timber), 
of Scand ongin, akin to ON hogg stroke, blow, akin to OE heawan to 
hew] 

'hag, fish /- .fish/ n any of several manne vertebrates that are related to 
the lampreys, resemble cels, and feed on fishes by bonng into their 
bodies 

haggadah /ha'gahda/ n I often cap ancient Jewish lore forming the 
nonlegal part of the Talmud - compare halakam 2 cap the narrative 
read at the Passover seder [Heb haggadhah] 

Haggai /'hagay.ie/ n (a book of the Old Testament attnbuted to) a 
Hebrew prophet who flounshed about 500 bc and advocated the rebuild- 
ing of the Temple at Jerusalem [Heb] 

'haggard /'hagad/ adj \ of a hawk not tamed 2 having a worn or 
emaciated appearance, esp through anxiety or lack of sleep [MF hagard] 
- haggardly adv, haggardneas n 
’haggard n an adult hawk caught wild 

haggis /'hagis/ n a traditionally Scottish dish that consists of the heart, 
liver, and lungs of a sheep, calf, etc minced with suet, oatmeal, and 
seasonings and traditionally boiled m the stomach of the animal [ME 
hagese, perh fr haggen to hack, chop] 

haggle /'hagl/ vi haggling /'haglmg/ to bargain, wrangle (freq of E dial 
hag (to hew)] - haggler n 

hagi- /hagi-/, hagio* comb form 1 holy (hagioscope) 2 saints (hagiQgni- 
phy} [LL, fr Gk, fr hagios] 

hagiography /.hagi'ografi/ n 1 biography of saints or venerated people 
2 idealizing or idolizing biography - haglographer n, hagiographic 
/-a'grafik/ adj, hagiographical adj, hagiographically adv 
hagioscope /’hagi'a^kohp/ 4 a narrow opening in an inside wall or 
pillar of a church giving a view of the mam altar to those in a side aisle 
or transept 
hah /hah/ inteij ha 

'ha-ha /hah 'hah/ mterj- used to express or represent laughter or dension 
[ME, fr OE ha ha] 

’ha-ha /liah ,hah/ n a fence or retaining wall sunk into a ditch and used 


as a boundary (e g of a park or grounds) so as to give an uninterrupted 
view [F haha, prob fr haha, inteij of surprise] 
haiku /'hie,kooh/ n, pi haiku (a poem in) an unrhymed Japanese verse 
form of 3 lines containing 5, 7, and 5 syllables respectively - compare 
TANKA [Jap] 

'hail /hayl/ n 1 (precipitation in the form oO small particles of clear ice 
or compacted snow 2 a group of things directed at sby or sthg and 
intended to cause pain, damage, or distress <a - of bullets} <,a of 
obKenities}[ME, frOE hsegh akin topHG hagai hail.Gk 'kachiex pebble] 
’hail VI 1 to precipitate hail 2 to pour down or stnke hke hail 
’hail inteij 1 - used to express acclamation (—to the chief - Sir Walter 
Scott) 2 archaic - used as a salutation [ME, fr ON heiii, fr haii healthy 
- more at whoi e] 

•hail vt la to salute, greet b to greet with enthusiastic approval; acclaim 
as 2 to greet or summon by calling a taxi} - vt to call (a greeting 
to a passing ship) - hailer n - hail from to bc or have been a native or 
resident of 

’hail n 1 a call to attract attention 2 heanng disunce (stayed within 
3 archaic an exclamation of greeting or acclamation 
hail-fellow-well-met adj heartily and often excessively informal from 
the first moment of meeting [fr the archaic greeting ‘Hail, fellow! Well 
met!’] 

.Hail 'Mary /’mean/ n a Roman Catholic prayer to the Virgin Mary that 
consists of salutations and a plea for her intercession [trans of MLAve, 
Mana] 

'hail,stone /-.stohn/ n a pellet of hail 

hair /hea/ n la (a structure resembling) a slender threadlike outgrowth 
on the surface of an animal; esp (any oO the many usu pigmented hairs 
that form the charactenstic coat of a mammal b the coating of hairs, esp 
on the human head or other body part 2 haircloth 3 hair's breadth 
(won by a ^ ) (ME, fr OE hxr, akin to OHG har hair] - hairless adj, 
hairleasness n, hairlike adj 

‘hairbreadth /-.bret th, -.bredth/ n hair's brfadth 
'hair.bruah /-.brush/ n a brush for the hair 

'hair.cloth /-.kloth/ n any of vanous stiff wiry fabnes, esp of horsehair 
or camel hair, used for upholstery or for stiffening in garments 
'haircut /-.kut/ n (the result oO cutting and shaping of the hair - 
haircutter n, haircutting n 
'hairdo /-.dooh/ n, pi hairdos a hairstyle 

'hairdresser /-.dresa/ n sby whose occupation is cutting, dressing, and 
styling the hair - hairdressing n 

haired /head/ adj having hair (of a specified kind) (/a/r-haired) 
'hairgrip /-.gnp/ n, Br a fiat hairpin with prongs that close together 
'hairline /-.lien/ n 1 a very slender line, esp a tiny line or crack on a 
surfac e 2 (a fabne with) a design consisting of lengthways or widthways 
lines 1 thread wide 3 the line above the forehead beyond which hair 
grows - hairline adj 

'hair.piece /-.pees/ n a section of false hair worn to enhance a hairstyle 
or make a person’s natural hair seem thicker or more plentiful 
''hairpin /-.pm/ n 1 a 2-pronged U-shaped pin of thin wire for holding 
the hair in place 2 a sharp bend in a road 
’hairpin adj having the shape of a hairpin (a ^ bend) 

'hair-,raiter n a thnller 

'hair-, raising adj causing terror or astonishment - hair-raisingly adv 
'hair'a .breadth n a very small distance or margin 
'hair .shirt n a rough shirt worn next to the skin as a penance 
'halr-.slide n, Br a (decorative) clip for the hair 
'hair .space n a very thin space between (the letters oO words 
'hairsplitting /-.splitmg/ n argument over unimportant differences and 
points of detail, quibbling - hairsplitting adj, hairsplitter n 
'hairspring /-.spnng/ n a slender spiral spnng that regulates the motion 
of the balance wheel of a timepiece 

'hairstyle /-.stiel/ n a way of wearing or arranging the hair - hairatyliag 
17, hairstylist n 

'hair-.trigger adj immediately responsive to or disrupted by the slightest 
stimulus (a ^ temper) 

hair trigger n a tngger so adjusted that very slight pressure will fire the 
gun 

hairy /'hcan/ adj 1 covered with (matenal like) hair 2 made of or 
resembling hair 3 fnghteningly dangerous (a ^ crossing through moun- 
tainous waves) - infml - hairiness n 

hajj, ha4i /haj/ n the pilgnmage to Mecca prescribed as a religious duty 
for Muslims [Ar hajj] 

hajji, hadji /'haji/ n one who has made a pilgrimage to Mecca - used as 
a title [Ar hajjt, fr hajf] 
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haka /'hahkah/ n i ceremonial Maori war dance [Maori] 
haka /hayk/ n, pi hakea, esp collectively hake any of several marine food 
fishes related to the common Atlantic cod [ME] 
hakankraua /'hahkanjcroyts/ n, often cap the swastika used as a symbol 
of German anti-Semitism or of Nazi Germany [G. fr haken hook -f kreuz 
cross] 

'hakim /liakcem/ n a Muslim physician [Ar hakinh lit., wise one] 
*haklm o a Muslim ruler, governor, or judge [Ar hakim] 
haK halo- comb foim salt <haloph^re> [F, fr Gk, fr hals - more at 
salt] 

halakah /.hahb'khah, ha'lahka/ p, often cap the body of Jewish law 
supplementing the scriptural law and forming the legal part of the Talmud 
> compare haogadah 1 [Heb halakhah, lit., way] - halakic /ha'lakik, 
-'lah-/ adj, often cap 

halala also halalah /ha'lahb/ n, pi halala, halalas Saudi Anbia at 

NATIONALITY [Ar] 

halation /ha'layshfajn/ n the spreading of light beyond its proper 
boundaries (e g in a faulty photographic image) [halo -ation] 
halbard /lialbod/ n a long-handled weapon combining a spear and 
battle-axe, used esp in the ISth and 16th c [ME halberd, fr MF 
halleba/de, fr MHG helmbarte, fr helm handle barte axe] - halberdier 
/-'dia/ #i 

halbart Aalbot/ n a halberd 

'halcyon Aalsi-an/ n, a kingfisher - poetic [ME alceon bird believed to 
breed at sea and calm the waves, fr L halcyon, fr Gk alkyon, halkyon] 
‘halcyon adj calm, peaceful - esp in halcyon days 
halt /hayl/ adj free from defect, disease, or infirmity; sound <a « and 
hearty old many [partly fr ME (northern) hale, fr OE hal\ partly fr ME 
hail, fr ON heill - more at whole] 

halar Aahb/ n, pi halers, halem /-b,rooh/ Czechoslovakia at 

NATIONALITY [Czech] 

'half /hahf/ n, pi halves /hahvz/ la either of 2 equal parts into which sthg 
IS divisible; also a part of a thing approximately equal to a half h half an 
hour - used in designation of time 2 either of a pair: e g a a partner <imy 
other ) b a school term - used esp at some British public schools 3 
sthg of (approximately) half the value or quantity: e g a half a pint b a 
child s ticket c halfpenny 1 [ME, fr OE healf, akin to L scalperv to cut, 
OE sciell shell] - and a half of remarkable quality - mfml ^that was a 
party and a half!) - by half by a great deal - by halves half heartedly - 
fai half into 2 (nearly) equal parts 

■half adj la bcmg one of 2 equal parts <a share} a dozen} b(l) 
amounting to approximately half <- the class} <a ^ mile} <- my life} . 
(2) falling short of the full or complete thing measures} <a ^ smile} 

2 extending over or covering only half <a -- door} < ^ sleeves} 3 Br half 
past <■- seven} - halfhcss n 

■half adv 1 in an equal part or degree (she was ^ crying. laughwg} 

2 nearly but not completely cooked} <half-re/nefnbered stories from 
her childhood} - compare not half - half as mncb • gyi* one-and-a-half 
tunes as much 

3ialf-a-'crown n half crown 
.half a 'dozen n a set of 6; also several 

•half-and-'half n sthg that is approximately half one thing and half 
another, specif a mixture of 2 been (e g mild and bitter) - half-and-half 
adj or adv 

'halfback /-.bak/ n a pbyer in rugby, soccer, hockey, etc positioned 
immediately behind the forward line - halfback adj 
.half-'baked adj marked by or showing a lack of forethought or judg- 
ment; foolish <a ^ scheme for making money} 

'half, beak /JbeA/ JI any of a family of marine Ashes with a long 
protruding lower jaw 

half blood n la the relation between people having only 1 parent in 
common h a person so related to another 2 a half-breed 3 grade 4 - 

half-blooded ady 

half blua n (the colours awarded to) one who represents either Oxford 
or Cambridge in a minor sport against the other university 
.half-'board n provision of bed. breakfast, and evening meal (e g by a 
hotel) 

'half-,bound adj, of a book bound in 2 materials with the better quality 
material (e g leather) on the spine and comers - half biadlBg n 
'half-,brad adj having 1 purebred parent - half-bred n 
*half-.bra#d n the offspring of parents of different races - half-breed 
•dj 

half brother n a brother related through 1 parent only 

'half-,caata n a half-breed - half-caste adj 

half oock fl 1 the position of the hammer of a Arearm when about half 


retracted and held by the safety catch so that it cannot be operated by a 
pull on the trigger 2 a state of inadequate preparation - esp in go off at 
half cock 

.half-'cocked adj lacking adequate preparation or forethought 
half-court line n a line down the middle of the Aoor of a squash court, 
from the short line to the back wall, which separates the backhand and 
forehand courts sport 

.half 'crown n (a former Bntish silver coin worth) 2 shillings and 
sixpence 

.half-'hardy adj, of a plant able to withstand a moderately low tempera- 
ture but injured by severe frost 

.halfhearted /-'hahtid/ adj lacking enthusiasm or effort <- attempts 
to start a conversation} ~ halfheartedly adv, halfheartedaeas n 
'half .hitch n a type of simple knot made so as to be easily unfas- 
tened 

.half-'hollday n a holiday of half a day, esp an afternoon 
.half 'hour n 1 a period of 30 minutes 2 the middle point of an hour - 
half-hourly adv or adj 

.half-'inch vt, chiefly Br to steal - infml [rhyming slang half inch 
pinch] 

'half-.knot n a knot joining the ends of 2 cords together, often u.sed as 
the basis of other knots (e g a reef knot) 

'half-, length n a portrait showing only the upper half of the body 
'half-, life n the time required for half of a the atoms of a radioactive 
substance to become disintegrated b a drug or other substance to be 
eliminated from an organism by natural processes 
'half-,llght n dim greyish light (e g at dusk) 

,half-'maet n the position of a flag lowered halfway down the staff as a 
mark of mourning 

,half-'moon n (sthg shaped like) the Agure of the moon when half us disc 
IS illuminated - half-moon adj 

,half 'nelson /’nels(a)n/ n a wrestling hold in which one arm is thrust 
under the corresponding arm of an opponent and the hand placed on the 
back of the opponent’s neck - compare full nelson 
'half .note n, NAm a minim 

halfpenny /’haypni/ n 1 (a Bntish bronze coin representing) one half 
of a penny 2 a small amount - halfpenny adj 

halfpennyworth /'haypath/ n as much as can be bought for I halfp- 
enny; broadly a small amount 
''half-,pint /I a small or inconsequential persoTT - infml 
■'half-.pint adj of less than average size, diminutive - infml 
,half-'round adj having a cross section that is a semicircle <a ~ file} 
half sister n a sister related through 1 parent only 
.half 'sovereign n a former Bntish gold com worth 10 shillings 
'half .step n, NAm a semitone 

.half 'term n, chiefly Br (a short holiday taken at) a penod about halfway 
through a school term 

.half-'timbered adj constructed of timber framework with spaces filled 
in by bnckwork or plaster - half-timbering n 

.halftime /-'tiem/ n (an intermission marking) the completion of half of 
a game or contest 

'half-.title n the title of a book standing alone on a nght-hand page 
immediately preceding the title page 

'halftone /-.tohn/ n 1 any of the shades of grey between the darkest and 
the lightest parts of a photographic image 2 a photoengraving made from 
an image photographed through a screen and then etched so that the 
details of the image are reproduced in dots - halftone adj 
'half-.track n (a vehicle with) a dnve system of an endless chain or track 
at the back and wheels at the front - half-track, half-tracked adj 
'half-.truth n a sUtement that is only partially true; esp one deliberately 
intended to deceive 

.half-'vollay n 1 a shot in tennis made at a ball just after it has bounced 
2 an easily-hit delivery of the ball in cncket that bounces closer than 
intended to the batsman 

.halfway /-'way/ adj or adv 1 midway bdween 2 points 2 (done or 
formed) partially > halfWay adv 

.halfway 'house n 1 a place (e g an inn) to stop midway on a journey 
2 a halfway point or place; esp a compromise 3 a house, hostel, etc for 
former residents (c g psychiatric patients) of Institutions, that is designed 
to help^ them readjust to living in the community 
'half-.wh n a foolish or mentally deficient person - derog - half-witted 
A'witid/ asji, half-wittedaeis n 

halibut /'hjtlibat/ n, pi halibota, esp collectively halibut a large marine 
food flatfish [ME halybutte, fr haly, holy holy + butte flatfish, fr MD or 
MLG but, fr its being eaten on holy days] 
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halide /'halied/ n a binary compound of a halogen and another element 
or radical 

halite /haliet/ n rock salt 

halitoaie /.hali'tohsis/ n (a condition of having) offensively smelling 
breath (NL, fr L hahtus breath, fr halare to breathe - more at lxhalf] 

- halitotic /-'totik/ adj 

hall /hawl/ n la the house of a medieval king or noble b the chief living 
room in a medieval house or castle 2 the manor house of a landed 
proprietor 3a a building used by a college or university for some speaal 
purpose (a ^ of residence} b (a division oO a college at some universities 
c (a meal served in) the common dining room of an English college 4 the 
entrance room or passage of a building 5 a large room for public assembly 
or entertainment 6 NAm a comdor or passage in a building [ME halle, 
fr OE head-, akin to L cella small room, celare to conceal ~ more at 
HELl] 

hallelujah /.hali'loohya/ n or mteij (a shout, song, etc) used to express 
praise, joy. or thanks [Heb halaliiyah praise (ye) the Lord] 
halliard /'halyad/ n a halyard 

'hallmark /hawl.mahk/ n 1 an official mark stamped on gold and silver 
articles in Britain after an assay test to testify to their punty 2 a 
distinguishing charactenstic or object <t/ie dramatic speeches which are 
the ^ of a barrister} [Goldsmiths' Had, London, where gold and silver 
articles were assayed and stamped] 

’hallmark vt to stamp with a hallmark 

'hallo /ha'loh. haV, halloa /*'loh(a)/ vb. inteij. or n halloing; halloed; 

halloaing; halloaed; pi halloa; halloas (to) hollo 
’hallo n or interj, pi hallos chiefly Br (a) hello 
.Hall of 'Fame n. chiefly NAm (a structure housing memorials to) a 
group of famous or illustrious individuals 

halloo /ha'jpon/ 'h interj, or n hallooing; hallooed; pi halloos (to) 
hollo 

hallow /'haloh/ vt 1 to make holy or set apart for holy use 2 to respect 
and honour greatly, venerate [ME halowen, fr OE halgian, fr halig holy 

- more at holy] 

Halloween, Hallowe'en /.haloh'een/ n October 31, the eve of All Saints' 
Day. observed by dressing up in disguise, party turns, etc [short for All 
Hallow Even All Samis’ Eve] 

hallatand /'hawl, stand/ n a piece of furniture with pegs for holding 
coats, hats, and umbrellas 

hallucinate /ha'loohsmayt/ vt to perceive or experience as a hallucina- 
tion ^ VI 10 have hallucinations [L hallucinatus, pp of haducinan to 
prate, dream] 

hallucination /h3,loohsi'naysh(3)n/ n 1 the perception of sthg appar- 
ently real to the perceiver but which has no objective reality, also the 
image, object, etc perceived 2 a completely unfounded or mistaken 
impression or belief - hallucinational adj, hallucinative /'loohsinativ/ 
adj 

hallucinatory /ha'loohsin3t(a)n/ adj 1 tending to produce hallucina- 
tion drugs} 2 resembling or being a hallucination 
hallucinogen /ha'Ioohsinajan/ n a substance (e g LSD) that induces 
hallucinations [hallucinaUon + -o- ^ -gen] - hallucinogenic /-na'jenik/ 
adj 

hallux /'habks/ n, pi halluces /’habsee// the innermost digit (e g the big 
toe) of the hind or lower limb [NL, fr L hallus, hallux] 
hallway /'hawl, way/ n an entrance hall or comdor 
'halo /'bayloh/ n, pi halos, haloes I a circle of light appearing to surround 
the sun or moon and resulting from refraction or reflection of light by ice 
particles in the earth's atmosphere 2a nimbus 1 , 2 b a differentiated zone 
surrounding a central object 3 the aura of glory or veneration surround- 
ing an idealized person or thing [L halos, fr Gk halos threshing disc, 
halo] 

’halo vt haloing; haloed to form into or surround with a halo 
halo- - see HAL- 

halogen /'habjen/ n any of the 5 elements fluonne, chlonnc, bromine, 
iodine, and astatine that form part of group VII A of the penodic table 
[Sw] - halogenate /-jajiayt/ vr, halogenation /-'naysh(9>n/ n, halogenoiis 
/ha'lojanas/ adj 

halothana /'habthayn/ n a oonexplosivc general anaesthetic that is 
inhaled [halo- i ethane] 

'halt /hawit/ adj, archaic bme [ME, fr OE healt; akin to OHG halz bme, 
L clades destruction, Gk klan to break] 

’halt w 1 to hesitate between alternative courses; waver 2 to display 
weakness or imperfection (e g in speech or reasoning); falter 
’halt 11 la (temporary) stop or interruption 2 Br a railway stopping place. 


without normal station facilities, for local trains [G, fr MHO, fr haft, 
imper of halten to hold, fr OHG haltan - more at ‘hold] 

*halt VI to come to a halt ~ vr 1 to bnng to a stop <r/ie strike has 
tubes and buses} 2 to cause to stop; end the slaughta- of seals} 
'halter /'hawlta/ n la a rope or strap for leading or tying an animal b 
a band round an animal's head to which a lead may be attached 2 a noose 
for hanging cnminals [ME, fr OE heel/ire-, akin to OHG halfira halter, 
OE hielfe helve] 

’halter vt to put a halter on or catch (as lO with a halter 
'halter.break /-.brayk/ vt halterbroke /-.brohk/; halterbrokea 
/-.brohkan/ to accustom (e g a colt) to wearing a halter 
haltere /'haltia/ also halter /’halta/ n, pi haJterea /hal'tbreez/ either of 
a pair of club-shaped sensory organs in a two-winged fly' that maintain 
equilibnum in flight [NL halter, fr L, jumping waght, fr Gk halter, fr 
hallesthai to leap - more at sally] 

‘halter .neck n (a garment having) a neckline formed by a strap passing 
from the front of a garment round the neck and leaving the shouldm and 
upper back bare 

halting /'hawiting/ adj hesiunt, faltering (the witness spxAie m a 
manner} - haltingly adv 

halvah, halva /halvah/ n a sweet confection of crushed sesame seeds 
mixed with a syrup (e g honey) [Yiddish halva, fr Romanian, fr Turk 
helva, fr Ar halwa sweetmeat] 

halve /hahv/ vt la to divide into 2 equal parts b to reduce to a half 
<halving the present cost} 2 to play (c g a hole or match in golO in the 
same number of strokes as one’s opponent [ME halven, fr half] 
'halves /hahvz/ pi of half 
’halves adv with equal half shares (let’s go ^} 
halyard, halliard /'halyad/ n a rope or tackle for hoisting or lowenng 
[alter of ME halier, fr halen to puli - more at haul] 

'ham /ham/ n 1 a buttock with its associated thigh - usu pi 2 (the meat 
oO the rear end of a bacon pig, esp the thigh, when removed from the 
carcass before cunng with salt - compare CiAMMON 3^ meat 3a an 
inexpert but showy performer, also an actor performing in an exaggerated 
theatneal style b an operator of an amateur radio station [ME hamme, 
fr OE hamm; akin to OHG hamma ham. Gk kneme shinbone; (3) short 
for hamfatter, fr The Ham-fat Man,’ Negro minstrel song] - ham adj 
’ham vb -mm- vt to execute with exaggerated speech or gestures; overact 
^ VI to overplay a part 

hamadryad /.hama'dne-ad. -ad/ n 1 a dryad 2a king cx>bra b a 
baboon worshipped by the ancient Egyptians [L hamadryad-, hamadryas, 
fr Gk. fr hama together with dryad-, dryas dryad - more at same] 
hamburger /hambuhga/ n a round flat cake of minced beef, ako a 
sandwich of a fned hamburger in a bread roll [G Hamburger of 
Hamburg', fr Hamburg, city in Germany] 

'hame , haym/ n either of 2 curved projections on the collar of a draught 
horse to which the traces are attached [ME, fr MD] 

’hame n. Setn home [ME (Sc & northern), var of home] 

.ham-'fieted adj, chiefly Br lacking dextenty with the hands, clumsy - 
infml 

,ham-'handed adj ham-fisted - infml 

Hamitic /ha'mitik. ha-/ adj belonging or relating to the Berber, Cushitic, 
and sometimes Egyptian branches of the Afro-Asiatic languages [Hanifte 
a member of a group of Afncan peoples, fr Ham, son of Noah A supposed 
ancestor of the Egyptians & other Afncan people] 
hamlet /'hamlit/ n a small village [ME, fr MF hamelet, dim of ham 
village, of Gmc origin; akin to OE ham village, home] 
hammam /hahmahm/ n Turkish hath [Ar hammam bath] 
'hammer /hama/ n la a hand tool that consists of a solid head set 
crosswise on a handle and is used to strike a blow (e g to drive in a nail) 
b a power tool that substitutes a metal block or a dnll for the hammerhead 
2a a lever with a sinking head for ringing a bell or sinking a gong b the 
part of the mechanism of a modem gun whose action ignites the cartridge 
c the malleus 3^ nerve d a gavel e(l) a padded mallet in a piano 
action for sinking a string (2) a hand mallet for playing various per- 
cussion instruments 3 (an athletic field event using) a metal sphere 
weighing 161b (about 7.3kg) atuched by a wire to a handle and thrown 
for distance [ME hamer, fr OE hamor, akin to OHG hamar hammer. Gk 
akme point, edge - more at edge] - under the hammer for sale at 
auction 

’hammer vi l to stnke blows, esp repeatedly, (as if) with a hammer, 
pound 2 to make repeated efforts at, esp to retterate an opinion or attitude 
(the lectures all '^ed away at the same points} ^ vi 1 to beat, dnve, or 
shape (as lO with repeated blows of a hammer 2 to force as if by hitting 
repeatedly (wanted to ^ him into submission} 3 to declare formally that 
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(a member of the Stock Exchange) is insolvent and is therefore forbidden 
to trade 4 to beat decisively * infml <ive ^ed them at footbaif) - 
hamnerar n > hanner into to cause (sby) to learn or remember (sthg) by 
continual repetition 

.hammer and *#101(10 n an emblem consisting of a crossed hammer and 
sickle used chiefly as a symbol of Communism 
.hammer and tonga adv with great force, vigour, or violence <^went 
at each other ^ > 

'hammer .beam n either of the short horizontal beams or cantilevers 
to support either end of an arch or principal rafter in a roof truss 
'hammerhead n 1 the striking part of a hammer 2 any of vanous 
medium-sized sharks with eyes at the ends of bulging projections on each 
side of the flattened head 

hammering Aamanng/ n a decisive defeat - infml 
'hammer.lock n a wrestling hold in which an opponent’s arm is held 
bent behind his back 

hammer out vt to produce or bring about through lengthy discussion 
<hammered out a new policy) 

'hammer.toe o a toe that is bent permanently downwards 
hammock /hamak/ n a hanging bed, usu made of netting or canvas and 
suspended by cords at each end [Sp hamaca, fr Taino] 
hammy Aami/ adj (charactenstic) of ham actors - chiefly infml - 

haninily adv, hanmiiiesi n 

'hamper /'hampa/ vt 1 to restrict the movement or operation of by bonds 
or otetacles; hinder 2 to interfere with; encumber [ME hamperen] 
^hamper n a large basket with a cover for packing, storing, or transporting 
crockery, food, etc (ptcnic ~ > [ME hampere, alter, of hanaper, lit , case 
to hold goblets, fr MF hanapter, ft hanap goblet, of Gmc origin; akin to 
0£ hnmpp bowl] 

hamster /hamsta/ n any of numerous small Old World rodents with 
very large cheek pouches [G, fr OHG hamustro, of Slav ongin, akin to 
OSlav chom&toru hamster] 

'hamstring Z'ham.stnng/ n 1 either of 2 groups of tendons at the back 
of the human knee 2 a large tendon above and behind the hock of a 
quadruped anatomy 

^hamstring vt hamttrung /-strung/ 1 to cripple by cutting the leg 
tendons 2 to make ineffective or powerless, cnpple 
Han /ban/ n the Chinese people; ethnic Chinese [Han, Chin dynasty 207 
BC-AD 220] 

'hand /hand/ n la (the segment of the forelimb of vertebrate animals 
corresponding to) the end of the forelimb of human beings, monkeys, etc 
when modified as a grasping organ b a part (e g the chela of a crustacean) 
serving the function of or resembling a hand c sthg resembling a hand 
eg (1) a stylized figure of a hand used as a pointer or marker (2) a group 
of usu large leaves (e g of tobacco) reapedj)r tied together, or of bananas 
growing together d a forehock of pork mfat c an indicator or 
pointer on a dial 2a possession - usu pi with sing, meaning (Jhe 
documents fell into the of the enemy} b control, supervision - usu 
pi with smg. meaning </7/ leave the matter in your capable ^ s> 3a a side, 
direction (men fighting on either ^ > b either of 2 sides or aspects of an 
issue or argument (on the one ^ we can appeal for peace, on the other 
declare war} 4 a pledge, esp of betrothal or mamage S handwnting 4a 
skill, ability (tned her ~ at sailing} b an instrumental part (had a ~ 
fo the enme} 7 a unit of n^ure equal to 4in (about 102mm) used esp 
for the height of a horse unit 8a assistance or aid, esp when 
involving physical effort (lend a ^ > b a round of applause 9a (the cards 
or pieces held by) a player in a card or board game b a single round in 
a game c the force or solidity of one's position (e g in negotiations) d a 
turn to serve in a game (e g squash) in which only the server may score 
points and which lasts as long as the server can win points 10a one who 
performs or executes a particular work (2 portraits by the same '^} h 
a worker, employee (employed over 100 ^s>; esp one employed at 
manual labour or general tasks (a Held '« > c a member of a ship’s crew 
(all ^aon deck} d one skilled in a particular action or pursuit (she’s an 
old at this job} 11a handiwork b style of execution; workmanship (the 
^ of M master} [ME, fr OE; akin to OHO hant hand] - at hand near in 
time or place - at the hands of, at the band of by the act or instrumenulity 
of - by hand with the hands, usu as opposed to mechanically > In hand 

1 not used up or lost and at one’s disposal (they have a game in hand) 

2 of a horse being led rather than being ridden 3 under way (put the 
work in hand) > off one’s hands out of one's care or charge - on hand 
1 ready to use 2 in attendance; present - on one's hands in one’s 
possession, care, or management - ont of hand 1 without delay; without 
reflection or consideration <re/iised If out of hand) 2 out of control <eAaf 


child has got quite out of hand) ■> to hand available and ready for use; 
esp within reach 

‘hand vt l to lead or assist with the hand (he ~ed her out of the car} 

2 to give or pass (as lO with the hand (^ a letter to her} - hand It to 
to give credit to 

.hand and 'foot adv totally, assiduously (waited on him ^} 

.hand and 'apring n a cut of pork consisting of the hand, jowl, knuckle, 
trotter, and a few ribs meat [spnng (the belly or lower part of the 
forequarter of pork)] 

handbag /'hand.bag/ n a bag designed for carrying small personal 
articles and money, carried usu by women 

'handball n 1 (the small rubber ball used in) a game resembling fives 
and played in a walled court or against a single wall 2 an amateur indoor 
or outdoor game between 2 teams of 7 or 11 players whose object is to 
direct a soccer ball into the opponent's goal by throwing and catching 
'hand.barrow n a flat rectangular frame with handles at both ends for 
carrying loads 

'handbill n a small pnnted sheet to be distnbuted (e g for advertising) 
by hand 

'hand.book n a short reference book, esp on a particular subject 
'‘handcraft n (a) handicraft 
‘handcraft vt to fashion by handicraft 
handcuff /‘hand.kuf/ vt to apply handcuffs to, manacle 
handcuffs n pi a pair of metal rings, usu connected by a chain or bar. 
for locking round pnsoners' wnsts 

hand down vt 1 to transmit in succession (e g from father to son), 
bequeath 2 to give (an outgrown article of clothing) to a younger member 
of one's family 3 to deliver in court <hand down a judgment} 
-handed /handid/ comb form (adj -» adj) having or using a specified 
(kind oO hand or (number oO hands <a /ar^e-handed man} 
(nght-handed} - hander comb form {adj -» n) 
handedness /'handidms/ n 1 a tendency to use one hand rather than 
the other 2 the quality of existing in one or both of a pair of mirror 
images 

hander Aanda/ n a play, film, etc having a specified number of leading 
roles “ usu in combination (the new musical was a spectacular 
two-hander} 

handful /’handftd)!/ n, pi handfuls also handsful /’handzfla)!/ 1 as 
much or as many as the hand will grasp 2 w small quantity or number 

3 sby or sthg (e g a child or animal) that is difficult to control - infml (that 
boy IS a real - ) 

'handgrip n a handle 

'handgun n a firearm held and fired with I hand 
'handhold n sthg to hold on to for support (e g in mountain climb- 
ing) 

'handicap /'handi.kap/ n 1 (a race or contest with) an artificial advan- 
tage or disadvantage given to contestants so that all have a more equal 
chance of winning 2 a (physical) disability or disadvantage that makes 
achievement unusually difficult [obs handicap (a game in which forfeits 
were held in a cap), fr hand in cap] 

‘handicap vt -pp- 1 to assign handicaps to; impose handicaps on 2 to put 
at a disadvantage 

handicapper /handukappa/ n 1 sby who assigns handicaps 2 sby who 
competes, esp in golf, with a specified handicap - usu in combination (a 
5-handicapper) 

handicraft /’handi.krahft/ n 1 (an occupation requiring) manual skill 
2 articles fashioned by handicraft [ME handi-crafte, alter, of handcraft] 
- haadicrafter n 

'hand-,in n the server in a game (e g squash^r badminton) in which only 
the server may score points 

.hand in 'glove adv in extremely close relationship or agreement, esp in 
sthg underhand (were found to be working ^ with the racketeers} 
.hand in 'hand adv 1 clasping one another's hands (e g in intimacy or 
affection) 2 in close association 

handiwork /'handi.wuhk/ n 1 (the product oO work done by the hands 
2 work done personally [ME handiwerk, ft OE handgeweorc, fr hand + 
geweorc, fr ge- (collective prefix) + weorc work] 
handkerchief /'hangka.cheef, -chif/ a, pi bandkcrchicfi also baadkar- 
chievas /-.cheevz/ a small piece of cloth used for various usu personal 
purposes (eg blowing the nose or wiping the eyes) or as a clothing 
accessory 

'handle /handl/ ala part that is designed to be grasped by the hand 
2 the feel of a textile 3 a title; also an esp anstocratic or double-barrelled 
name > infml [ME handel, fr OE handle, akin to OE hand] - haadlad adj, 
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haBdlcIcn adj - off the handle into a state of sudden and violent 
anger 

’handle vb handling /handling, 'handl>ing/ vt la to try or examine (e g 
by touching or moving) with the hand silk to judge its weight/ b to 

manage with the hands < ^ a horse) 2a to deal with (e g a subject or idea) 
in speech or wnting, or as a work of an b to manage, direct (a solicitor 
~s all my affairs} J to deal with, act on, or dispose of <-d the clients 
very well} 4 to engage in the buying, selling, or distributing of (a 
commodity) ^ vi to respond to controlling movements in a specified way 
<car that s well} - handleabic adj 

'handle, bar n a bar, esp on a cycle or scooter, for steenng ~ often pi with 
sing meaning 

.handlebar mou'atache n a long heavy moustache that curves 
upwards at each end 

handler /handb/ n one who is in immediate physical charge of an 
animal <a police dog ^ > (^handle + ‘-er] 

handling /handling/ n 1 the packaging and shipping of an object or 
material (e g to a consumer) 2 the manner in which sthg is treated (e g 
in a stage production) 3 Br the offence of dealing with stolen goods 
['handle ^ '-ingJ 

.handmade adj made by hand rather than by machine 
'hand, maid n a handmaiden 
'hand.maiden n a personal maid or female servant 
'hand'me*,down n a reach-me-down 

hand off vt to push off (an opposing player) with the palm of the hand 
so as to avoid a tackle in rugby ~ handoff /-,-/ n 
hand on vt hand down 

'hand,OUt n 1 sthg (e g food, clothing, or money) distnbuted free, esp to 
people in need 2 a folder or circular of information for free distribu- 
tion 

'hand-,out n a player (eg in squash or badminton) who is not 
hand-in 

hand out vt 1 to give freely or without charge 2 to administer <hand 
out a severe punishment} 
hand over vb to yield control or possession (oO 
.hand'pick vt 1 to pick by hand rather than by machine 2 to select 
personally and carefully 

'hand.rail n a narrow rail for grasping with the hand as a support, esp 
near stairs architecturl 
'hand.saw n a saw, usu operated with 1 hand 
.hands 'down adv without much effort, easily (,they won ^ } 
'hand,set n rfcliver 3b 

'hand,shake n a clasping and shaking of each other’s usu right hand by 
2 people (e g in greeting or farewell) 

handsome /hansam/ adj 1 considerable, sizable <a painting that 
commanded a price) 2 marked by graciousncss or generosity, liberal 
< ^ contnbutions to chanty} 3a of a man having a pleasing appearance, 
good-looking h of a woman attractive m a dignified statuesque way 4 
NAm marked by skill or cleverness, adroit [ME handsom easy to 
manipulate, fr 'hand '-so/ne] - handsomely adv, handsomeness n 
'hand.8pike n a bar used as a lever, chiefly by sailors and gunners [by 
folk etymology fr D handspaak, fr hand + spaak pole] 

'hand, spring n an acrobatic movement m which the body turns forwards 
or backwards in a full circle from a standing position and lands first on 
the hands and then on the feet 

'hand.stand n an act of supporting and balancing the body on only the 
handi with the legs in the air 

.hand’to-'hand adj involving physical contact, very close <- fighting} 

- hand to hand adv 

,hand*to-'mouth adj having or providing only just enough to live on, 
precanous <s ^ existence} 

'hand.work n work done with the hands and not by machine - 

handworker n 

,hand'wovan adj produced on a hand-operated loom 
'hand, writing n wnting done by hand; esp the style of writing peculiar 
to a particular person 

.hand'wrought adj' fashioned by hand or without complex 
machinery 

handy /handi/ adj la convenient for use; useful b of a vessel or vehicle 
easily handled 2 clever in using the hands, esp in a vanety of practical 
ways 3 conveniently near - infml ['hand + -y] - handily adv, handi- 
ncaa n 

'handyman Amon, -.man/ n 1 sby who docs odd jobs 2 sby competent 
in a variety of skills or repair work 

*hang /hang/ vb hung /hung/, (lb) hanged vt la to fasten to some 


elevated point by the top so that the lower part is free; suspend b to 
suspend by the neck until dead - often used as a mild oath </’// be ^ed> 
c to fasten on a point of suspension so as to allow free motion within given 
limits a door} a pendulum} d to suspend (meat, esp game) before 
cooking to make the flesh tender and develop the flavour 2 to decorate, 
furnish, or cover by hanging sthg up (e g flags or bunting) <a room hung 
with tapestnes} 3 to hold or bear tn a suspended or inclined position 
<hung his head in shame} 4 to fasten (sthg. esp wallpaper) to a wall (e g 
with paste) 5 to display (pictures) in a gallery vi U to remain fastened 
at the top so that the lower part is free; dangle h to die by hanging 2 to 
remain poised or stationary in the air 3 to stay on, persist <rAe smell of 
the explosion hung in theahem(X)n air} 4 to be imminent, impend (doom 
hung over the nation) 5 to fall or droop from a usu tense br taut position 
</iis mouth hung open} 6 to depend Selection '--son one vote} 7 to lean, 
incline, or jut over or downwards 8 to fall in flowing lines <rAe coat ^ s 
well) [partly fr ME hon, fr OE hon, vt, partly fr ME hangen, fr OE 
hangian, vi 8l vt, both akin to OHG hahan, vt, to hang, hangen, vi] - 
haogable adj - hang fire 1 to be slow in the explosion of a charge after 
Its pnmer has be^n discharged 2 to be delayed or held up - hang ia the 
balance to be uncertain or at stake - hang on 1 to pay close attention to 
<hangs on her every word} 2 to depend on (jhe success of the whole 
enterpnse hangs on your cooperation} 3 to be burdensome or oppressive 
<ri/nc hangs on his hands) 

^hang n 1 the manner in which a thing hangs 2 a downward slope; also 
a droop 3 the special method of doing, using, or dealing with sthg; the 
knack - chiefly in get the hang of 4 Austr A NZ an impressive amount 
<fAcy got down in a - of a hurry - Frank Sargeson) 
hang about vi, Br 1 to wait or stay, usu without purpose or activity 2 
to delay or move slowly USE infml 

hangar /hangs/ n a shed; esp a large shed for housing aircraft [F] 
hang around vi hang about I 
hang back vi to be reluctant to move or act, hesitate 
hangdog /'hang.dog/ adj ashamed, also abject 
'hanging /hang-ing/ n 1 (an) execution by suspension from a noose 2a 
a curtain b a covenng (e g a tapestry) for a wall 
^hanger n a device (e g a loop or strap) by which or to which sthg is hung 
or hangs, esp a hook and crosspiece to fit inside the shoulders of a dress, 
coat, etc to keep the shape of the garment when hung up ['hang 
♦ '-lr] 

.hanger-'on n, pi hangers-on one who attempts to associate with a 
person, group, etc, esp for personal gam, a dependant [hang on f -er] 
'hang-,glider n (sby who flies) a glider that resembles a kite and is 
controlled by the body movements of the harnessed person suspended 
beneath it - hang-glide vi 

hang m vi, chiefly NAm to refuse to be discouraged or intimidated; 
persist - infml 

'hanging /hang mg/ n 1 an execution by suspension from a noose 2a 
a curtain b a covering (e g a tapestry) for a wall 
’hanging adj 1 situated or lying on steeply sloping ground <>« gardens} 

2 jutting out, overhanging <a ^ rock} 3 adapted for sustaining a hanging 
object <a ^ rail} 4 deserving or liable to inflict hanging (a -- matter} <a 
^ judge} [(1, 2) fr prp of 'hang-, (3, 4) fr gerund of 'hang] 
hanging valley n a valley ending in a steeply descending cliff face 
geography 

'hangnian /-man/ n one who hangs a condemned person; a public 
executioner 

hangnail /'hang.nayl/ n a bit of skin hanging loose at the side or root 
vjf a fingernail [by folk etymology fr agnail] 

hang on vi l to keep hold, hold onto sthg 2 to persist tenaciously <a 
cold that hung on all spring} 3 to wait for a short time <hang on a second} 
4 to remain on the telephone (could you hang on please and 111 connect 
you} ~ hang on to to hold or keep tenaciously (learned to hang on to 
his money} 

'hang,out n a place where one is often to be seen - slang 
hang out vi 1 to protrude, esp downwards 2 to live or spend much time 
- slang (the kids hang out on street comers} 

hangover /hang-ohva/ n 1 sthg (e g a custom) that remains from the 
past 2 the disagreeable physical effects following heavy consumption of 
alcohol or use of other drugs 

'hang-, up n a source of mental or emotional difficulty - infml 
hang up vt 1 to place on a hook or hanger (told the child to hang up 
his coat} 2 to delay, suspend (the negotiations n-ere hung up fora week} 
^ w to terminate a telephone conversation, often abruptly 
hank /hangk/ n 1 a coil, loop; speaf a coiled or loop«l bundle (e g of 
yam, rope, or wire) usu containing a definite length 2 a nng attaching 
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a jib or staysail to a stay [ME, of Scand origin; akin to ON honk hank; 
akin to OE hMngian to hang] 

hanker /hangka/ vi to desire strongly or persistently - usu t a/ler or 
for [prob fr Flem hnnkercn, freq of hnngen to hang; akin to OE hangian] 

- hankeriag n 

hanki«» hanky /'hangki/ n a handkerchief - infml [handkerchief ^ 
-le; -y] 

,hanky*panky /pangki/ n mildly improper or deceitful behaviour - 
infml [prob alter, of hocus-pocus] 

Hanovarian /.hanaVian^an/ adj of or supporting the Bntish royal house 
that reigned from 1714 to 1901 [Hanover, former province of Germany] 

- Hanoverian n 

Hanaa /'hansa. 'hahnzah/, Hansc /bans/ n 1 a medieval merchant guild 
2 a medieval league of (merchants of) various free German cities trading 
abroad 3 the entrance fee to a Hansa USE (1 & 2) sing, or pi in constr 
[Hansa fr ML, fr MLG hansc, Hanse fr ME. fr MF. fr MLG] - Hanseatic 
/.hansi'atik/ n or adj 

Hansard Aansshd/ n the official report of Parliamentary proceedings 
[Luke Hansard tI828 E printer] 

hansom /’hansom/, hanaoni cab n a light 2-wheeled covered carnage 
with the driver’s seat high up at the back [Joseph Hansom tl882 E 
architect] 

Hanukkah, Chanukah /liahnook(h)ah/ n an 8-day Jewish holiday 
falling m December and commemorating the rededication of the Temple 
of Jerusalem after its defilement by Antiochus of Syna [Heb hanukkah 
dedication] 

hanuman /Jiunoo'mahn/ n 1 cap the Hindu monkey-god. noted for his 
devotion to Rama 2 a long-tailed Asian monkey considered sacred by 
Hindus [Hindi Hanuman, fr Skt hanumant, lit , possessing (large) jaws, 
fr Aanujaw] 

hio n Vietnam at nationality [Vietnamese] 
hapax lagomanon /Jiapaks li'gomanon, -nan/ n, pi hapax legomena 
/-na/ a word or form which occurs only once [Gk. something said only 
once] 

ha'panny Aaypni/ n a halfpenny 

haphaxard /hap'hazad/ adj marked by lack of plan or order; aimless 
[haphazard, n (chance, accident), fr hap (event, chance) ^ hazard] - 
haphaxard adv, haphaxardly adv, haphaxardncsa n 
hapK hapio* comb form 1 single; simple 2 of the haploid generation or 
condition <haplasis> [NL, fr Gk, fir haploos, fr ha- one + -pJoos 
multiplied by; akin to Gk homos same - more at same, double, (2) 
haploid] 

hapless /'haplis/ adj having no luck; unfortunate [hap (event, chance) 
+ -less] - haj^casly adv, hapleainesa n 
haplography /hap'lografi/ n a written haplology 
haploid /'haployd/ adj having half the number of chromosomes charac- 
tenstic of somatic cells (gametes are usually - compare diploid, 
POLYPLOID [ISV, fr Gk haploeides single, fr haploos] - haploid n, 
haploldy n 

haplology /hap’lobji/n contraction of a word by the omission of one 
or more similar sounds or syllables in pronunciation (eg /'licbri/ 
for library’) [ISV hapl- ^ -logy] 

hap'orth, ha'porth, haVorth /'haypath/ n a halfpennyworth (doesn’t 
make a ^ of difference} [by contr] 

happan /liapn/ vi happening Aapn*ing,^hapning/ 1 to occur by chance 

- often + it (it so ‘^s Vm going your way} 2 to come into being as an 
event; occur 3 to have the luck or fortune (o; chance (he ^edto overhear 
the plotters} [ME happenen, fr hap event, chance, fortune, fr ON happ 
good luck, akin to OE gehasp suitable] - happen on/upon to see or meet 
(sthg or sby) by chance <happened upon an old acquaintihce last 
week} 

happaning Aapn-mg, 'hapning/ n 1 sthg that happens; an occurrence 
2a the creation or presentation of a nonobjective work of art (e g an action, 
painting) b a usu unscnpted or improvised often multimedia public 
performance in which the audience participates 
happanstanca Aapn^tahns, -stans/ n, NAm a circumstance regarded 
a$ due to chance [happen + circumstance] 

happily Aapoli/ adv 1 by good fortune; luckily <^, he never knew} 2 
in a happy manner or state (lived ever after} 3 in an adequate or fitting 
manner; successfully (white wine goes ^ with fish} 
happy /liapi/ adj 1 favoured by luck or fortune; fortunate 2 well 
adapt^ or fitting; felicitous (a choice} 3a enjoying or expressing 
pleasure and contentment b glad, pleased (I was very ~ to hear from 
you} 4 characterized by a dazed irresponsible state - usu in combination 
(a punch-happy boxer} 5 impulsively quick or ovennclined to use sthg 


- usu in combination <trtgger-happy> 6 having or marked by an atmos- 
phere of good fellowship: fnendly 7 satisfied as to the fact; confident, sure 
(we’re now quite that the murder occurred at about 5.30} 8 tipsy - 
euph [ME, fr hap] ~ happiness n 
'happy-go-'lucky adj blithely unconcerned; carefree 
happy hour n a limited period of the day dunng which drinks are sold 
in a bar, pub, etc at reduced prices 

.happy 'hunting ground n a choice or profitable area of activity - 
infml 

Hapaburg /'hapsbuhg/ n or adj (a member, esp a monarch) of a pnncely 
German house that reigned in Austna from 1278 to 1918 and in Spam 
from IS 16 to 1700 [Habsburg, castle in Aargau, Switzerland] 
haptan /'hapt(a)n/ n a small (separable) part of an antigen that reacts 
specifically with an antibody [G hapten] 

haptic /’haptik/, haptical /-kl/ adj relating to or based on the sense of 
touch [ISV, fr Gk haptesthai to touch] 

hara-kiri /.hara 'km/ n suicide by ntual diseinbowelment practised by 
the Japanese samurai, esp when disgraced or found guilty of a cnme 
carrying the death penalty for commoners [Jap harakin] 

'harangue /ha'rang/ n 1 a speech addressed to a public assembly 2 a 
lengthy, ranting, and usu censorious speech or piece of writing [MF 
arang, fr MF arenge, fr Olt annga] 

^harangue vb to make or address in a harangue 
harass /'haras/ vt 1 to worry and impede by repeated raids (^ed the 
enemy} 2 to annoy or worry persistently [F harasser, fr MF. fr barer to 
set a dog on, fr OF hare, interj used to incite dogs, of Gmc ongin, akin 
to OHG hter here - more at here] - harasser n, harassment n 
harbinger Aahbinja/ n 1 one who pioneers or initiates a major change, 
a precursor 2 sthg that presages or foreshadows what is to come [MF 
herbergere, fr OF, host, fr herberge hostelry, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG 
henherga] - harbinger vt 

'harbour, HAm chiefly harbor /'hahba/ n 1 a place of security and 
comfort, a refuge 2 a part of a body of water providing protection and 
anchorage for ships (the ship came into ^ > [ME herberge, akin to OHG 
henberga army encampment, hostelry, both fr a prehislonc WGme- 
NGmc compound whose constituents are akin respectively to OHG hen 
army & to OHG bergan to shelter- more at harry, bury] 

’harbour, NAm chiefly harbor vt 1 to give shelter or refuge to 2 to be 
the home or habitat of, contain (these crack^an - dangerous bacteria} 
3 to have or keep (e g thoughts or feelings) in the mind < -ed a grudge} 
^ VI to take shelter (as lO in a harbour 
harbourage /'hahbanj/ n shelter, harbour 
'ha rbour,m aster n the officer who regulates the use of a harbimr 
'hard /hahd/ adj 1 not easily penetrated or yielding to pressure, firm 2a 
of alcoholic dnnk having a high percentage of alcohol b of water 
containing salts of calcium, magnesium, etc that inhibit lathenng with 
soap 3a of or being radiation of relatively high penetrating power <- .V 
rays} b having or producing relatively great photographic contrast (a 
negative} 4a metal as distinct from paper money} b of currency 
.stable in value; also soundly backed and readily convertible into foreign 
currencies without large discounts c being high and firm < ^ prices} d 
available to borrowers in limited supply and at high interest rates 5 firmly 
and closely twisted <'^ yams} 6a physically fit or resistant to stress (the 
men ran lOOmi a week} b free of weakness or defects 7a(l) firm, 
definite (reached a -- agreement} (2) not speculative or conjectural; 
factual evidence} b close, searching (gave a ^ look} 8a(l) difficult 
to endure times} (2) oppressive, inequitable (indirect taxes are on 
the poor} b lacking consideration or compassion, (a heart} c(l) 
harsh, severe (said some ^ things} (2), resentful <-«- feelings} d 
inclement winter} e(l) forceful, violent <~ blows} (2) demanding 
energy or stamina work} (3) using or performing with great energy 
or effort (a worker} 9a sharply defined; stark (a - outline} h of c 
and g pronounced /k/ and /g/ respectively - not used technically 10a 
difficult to do, understand, or explain problems} b having difficulty 
in doing sthg <'- of /leanng) c difficult to magnetize or demagnetize 11a 
of a drug addictive and gravely detnmental to health (such drugs as 
heroin} b of pornography hard-core 2 12 persistent 2b [ME, fr OE 
heafd] akin to OHG hart hard. Gk kratos strength] - hardness n 
’hardaJv la with great or maximum effort or energy; strenuously (were 
at work} b in a violent manner; fiercely c to the full extent - used in 
nautical directions (steer aport} d in a searching or concentrated 
manner (stared at him} 2a in such a manner as to cause hardship, 
difficulty, or pain; severely b with bitterness or grief (took his defeat ^ } 
3 in a firm manner; tightly 4 to the point of hardness (the water froze 
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^ > 5 close in time or space </Ae house stood ^ by the nvery - hard done 
by unfairly treated 

*hard n, chiefly Br a firm usu artificial foreshore or landing place 
yhaixf] 

,hard-and-'faat adj fixed, strict <a - rule} 

'hard, back n a book bound in stiff covers - compare paperbac k - 
hardback adj 

.hard-bitten adj steeled by difficult expcnence, tough 
'hard, board n (a) composition board made by compressing shredded 
wocxl chips 

.hard-'boil vt to c(X)k (an egg) in the shell until both white and yolk have 
solidified [back-formation fr hard-boded] 

.hard-'boiled adj devoid of sentimentality, tough 
.hard 'case n a tough or hardened person 

.hard 'cash n money m the form of com or bank notes as opposed to 
cheques or credit 

.hard 'cheese n, chiefly Br hard luck - often used as an interjection 
expressing mild sympathy, infml 
hard coal n anthracite 

hard copy n copy (e g produced in connection with a computer or from 
microfilm) that is readable without the use of a special device 
'hard,COre n, Br compacted rubble or clinker used esp as a foundation 
for roads, paving, or floors 

.hard-'core adj 1 of or constituting a hard core Conservative 
supporters^ 2 of pornography extremely explicit, specif showing real 
rather than simulated sexual acts 

.hard 'core n sing or pi in constr the unyielding or uncompromising 
members that form the nucleus of a group 

harden /'hahdn/ vt 1 to make hard or harder 2 to confirm in dispo- 
sition, feelinfr;s. or action, esp to make callous <~cd his heart') 3a to 
toughen, 'Inure troops) b to inure (eg plants) to cold or other 
unfavourable environmental conditions - often + off 4 to protect from 
blast or heat < ~ a missile emplacement) w 1 to become hard or harder 
2a to become confirmed or strengthened (opposition began to ^) b to 
assume an appearance of harshness (her face at the word) 3 to 
become higher or less subject to fluctuations downwards (pnees ^ed 
quickly) - hardener « 

hardening /'hahdn-ing, 'hahdning/ n 1 sthg that hardens 2 sclerosis 
<- of the artenes) 

'hard ,hat n 1 a protective hat made of rigid matenal (e g metal or 
fibreglass) and worn esp by construction workers 2 chiefly NAm a 
construction worker 
'hard.head n a hardheaded person 

.hard'headed adj 1 stubborn 2 sober, realistic common sense) - 
hardheadedly adv, hardheadednesa n 
'hard.heads n, pi hardheads any of several knapweeds 
.hard'hearted adj lacking in sympathetic understanding, unfeeling - 
hardhcartedly adv, hardheartedneas n 
.hard-'hitting adj vigorous, effective (a senes of articles) 

.hard 'labour n compulsory labour as part of prison discipline 
.hard-'line adj advocating or involving a persistently firm course of 
action; unyielding <a policy on unemployment) - hard-liner n 
.hard 'linea n pi, chiefly Br hard luck - often used as an inteijection 
expressing mild sympathy, infml 

.hard 'luck n, chiefly Br bad luck ~ often used as an inteijection 
expressing mild sympathy 

hardly /'hahdli/ adv 1 m a severe manner, harshly 2 with difficulty, 
painfully 3 only just; barely </ knew her) 4 scarcely (that news is ^ 
surpnsing) 

,hard-'noaed adj 1 hard-bitten, stubborn 2 hardheadeo 2 budget- 
ing} 

.hard-of-'hearing adj partially deaf 
'hard-,on n, pi hard-ons ereciion 1 - vulg 

'hard .pad n a frequently fatal virus disease of dogs related to distem- 
per 

hard palate n the bony front part of the palate forming the roof of the 
mouth 

'hardipan n a hard'compact soil layer 
hard-paate porcelain, 'hard , paste n porcelain la 
.hard 'put adj barely able; fao^ with difficulty (was ^ to find an 
explanation) 

hard rock n basic rock music played in its onginal style 
hard rubber n ebonite 

hard aauce n a creamed mixture of butter and sugar usu flavoured with 
brandy or rum and served esp with hot nch puddings 


hard sell n aggressive high-pressure salesmanship - compare soft 
SELL 

.hard-'set adj rigid, fixed 

hardship /hahdship/ n (an instance oO suffenng, pnvation 
.hard 'shoulder n either of 2 surfaced stops of land along a road, esp 
a motorway, on which stopping is allowed only in an emergency 
'hard.standing n a hard-surfaced area on which vehicles (e g cars or 
aeroplanes) may park 
'hard.tack n ship's biscuit 
'hard.top n a motor car with a ngid top 

.hard ‘up adj short of sthg, esp money (I’m very - for summer clothes) 

- infml 

'hard.waren 1 items sold by an ironmonger 2 the physital components 
(e g electronic and electneal devices) of a vehicle (e g a spacecraft) or an 
apparatus (c g a computer) 3 tape recorders, closed-circuit television, etc 
used as instructional equipment 
.hard'wearing adj durable 

'hard .wheat n a wheat (e g durum) with hard kernels that are high in 
gluten and yield a strong flour suitable for making bread and pasta 
'hard.wood n (the wood oO a broad-leaved as distinguished from a 
coniferous tree - hardwood adj 

hardy /'hahdi/ adj I bold, audacious 2a inured to fatigue or hardships; 
robust b capable of withstanding adverse conditions, esp capable of living 
outdoors over winter without artificial protection <-*- plants) [ME hardi, 
fr OF, fr (assumed) OF hardir to make hard, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE 
heard hard] > hardiness n 

'hare /hca/ n, pi hares, esp collectively hare 1 any of vanous swift timid 
long-eared mammals like large rabbits with long hind legs 2 a figure of 
a hare moved mechanically along a dog track for the dogs to chase [ME, 
fr OE hara, akin to OHG haso hare, L canus hoary, grey] 

‘hare vi to run fast - infml 
.hare and 'hounda n paper chase 

‘hare, bell n a slender plant with blue bell-shaped flowers that grows esp 
on heaths and in open woodlands 
‘hare.brained adj flighty, foolish - infml 

.hare'lip n a split in the upper lip like that of a hare occumng as a 
congenital deformity - harelipped adj 

harem /'hearam. hah'reem/ n la a usu secluded (part of a) house allotted 
to women in a Muslim household h smg or pi in constr the women 
occupying a harem 2 a group of females associated with 1 male - used 
with reference to polygamous animals [Ar harim, lit., something forbid- 
den & haram, lit . sanctuary] 

haricot /'hankoh/, .haricot 'bean n i rench bean [F] 
harijan /.hahn'jahn, 'hanjan/ n. often cap an Indian untouchable [Skt 
harijana one belonging to the god Vishnu, fr Han Vishnu jana 
person] 

hari-kari /.han 'kahn/ n hara-km 

hark /hahk/ vi to listen closely [ME herken-, akin to OHG horechen to 
listen] 

hark back vi to return to an earlier topic or circumstance 
harken /'hahk^n/ to hearken 

harlequin Aahhkwin/ n la cap a .stock character in comedy and 
pantomime b a buffoon 2 a vanegated pattern (eg of a textile) [It 
arlecchino. fr MF Helquin, a demon) 

harlequinade /.hahlikwi'nayd/ n a part of a play or pantomime in 
which Harlequin has a leading role 

harlequin duck n a small N Amencan and Icelandic diving sea duck 
the male of which is bluish with black, white, and chestnut markings 
harlot /'hahbi/ n. archaic a woman prostitute [ME. fr OF herht rogue] 

- harlotry n 

'harm /hahm/ n 1 physical or mental damage; injury 2 muschief, wrong 
[ME, fr OE hearm, akin to OHO harm injury, OSlav sramO shame] - 
harmful adj, harmfiilly adv, harmfulness n - out of harm’s way safe from 
danger 

'harm v/ to cause harm to 

harmattan /hah'mat(3)ii/ /i a dry dust-laden wind that blows off the 
desert onto the Atlantic coast of Africa from December to February [Twi 
haramata] 

harmless /'hahmlis/ adj 1 free from harm, liability, or loss 2 lacking 
capacity or intent to injure - harmlessly adv, harmlcisacss n 
'harmonic /hah'monik/ adj 1 of musical harmony, a harmonic, or 
harmonics 2 pleasing to the ear; harmonious 3 expressible in terms of 
sine or cosine functions function) - harmonically adv, hanaonlcal- 
ness n 

'harmonic n la a tone in a harmonic series b a flutelike tone produced 
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on a stringed instrument by touching a vibrating string at a point (e g the 
midpoint) which divides it into halves, thirds, etc 2 a component 
frequency of a harmonic motion that is an integral multiple of the 
fundamental frequency 

harmonica /hah'momka/ n a small rectangular wind instrument with 
free reeds recessed in air slots from which notes are sounded by breathing 
out and in [It MrmonicM, fern of armonico harmonious] 
hafmonica n pi but smg or pi in constr the study of the physical 
charactenstics of musical sounds 

harmonic aerias n a set of tones consisting of a fundamental and all 
the overtones whose frequency ratio to it can be expressed in whole 
numbers 

harmonious /hah'monyas, -ni-as/a4r 1 musically concordant 2 having 
the parts arranged so as to produce a pleasing effect (^the patterns blended 
into a ^ whole') 3 marked by agreement - harmoniously adv, baimoni* 

harmonist Aahmonist/ n one who is skilled in musical harmony - 
hamonlstic /.hahma'nistik/ adj, harmonistically adv 
harmonium /hah'mohni-am, -nyam/ n a reed organ in which pedals 
operate a bellows that forces air through free reeds [F. fr MF harmonie, 
armonie] 

harmon-iza, -iac /'hahmomez/ vi 1 to be in harmony 2 to play or sing 
in harmony ^ vr 1 to bnng into consonance or accord 2 to provide or 
accompany with harmony - haimonizer n. harmonization/, hah * 
m9nie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

harmony /'hahmani/ n la the (pleasant -sounding) combination of 
simultaneous musical notes in a chord h (the science oO the structure of 
music with respect to the composition and progression of chords 2a 
pleasmg or congruent arrangement of parts (a patnung exhibiting ^ of 
colour and Anc) h agreement, accord </ivcs in ^ with her neighbours) 
3 an arrangement of parallel literary passages (e g of the Gospels) [ME 
armony, fr MF armonie, fr L harmonia, fr Gk, joint, harmony, fr harmos 
joint - more at ‘arm] 

'harness /'hahms/ n la the gear of a draught animal other than a yoke 
h (military) equipment (for a knight) 2 sthg that resembles a harness (e g 
in holding or fastening sthg) <a safety ^ > 3 a part of a loom which holds 
and controls the heddles [ME hemeis baggage, gear, fr OF] • in harness 
1 in one's usual work, surroundings, or routine \back in harness after a 
long illness) 2 in close assoaation (^working in harness with his col- 
leagues) 

‘harness vr la to put a harness on (e g a horse) h to attach (e g a wagon) 
by means of a harness 2 to tie together; yoke 3 to utilize; esp to convert 
(a natural force) into energy 
'harness .racing a the sport of trotting 

'harp /hahp/ n a musical instrument that has stnngs stretched across an 
open tnangular frame, plucked with the fingers [ME, fr OE hearpe-, akin 
to OHG harpha harp, Gk karphos dry stalk] - harpist n 
‘harp vi - harp on to dwell on or return to (a subject) tediously or 
monotonously 

harper /'hahpa/ n a harp player 

harpoon /hah'poohn/ n a barbed spear used esp in hunting large fish or 
whales [prob fr D harpoen, fr OF harpon brooch, fr harper to grapple] 

- harpooo vt, harpooaer n 

'harp .seal n an arctic seal with a black saddle-shaped mark on the 
back 

harpsichord Aahpsi.kawd/ n a chromatic keyboard instrument having 
a horizontal frame and strings and producing notes by the action of quills 
or leather points plucking the strings [modif of It arpicordo, fr arpa harp 
+ corda string] - harpaichordist n 

harpy /'hahpi/ n 1 cap a rapacious creature of Greek mythology with 
the head of a woman and the body of a bird 2 a predatory person; esp 
a rapacious woman - derog [L Harpyta, fr Gk] 
harquebus /hahkwibas/ n an arquebus 

harridan /1uind(a)n/ n an ill-tempered unpleasant woman [perh modif 
of F haridelle old horse, gaunt woman] 
harried /'harid/ adj beset by worrying problems; harassed 
'harrier /1iari*3/ ji 1 a hunting dog resembling a small foxhound and used 
esp for hunting hares 2 a runner in a cross-country team [irreg fr 
'Aare] 

‘harrier a any of various slender hawks with long angled wings [alter of 
earlier hairower, fr arch harrow (to rob, plunder), var of harry] 
.Harris tweed /'ham/ trademark - used for a loosely woven tweed 
made in the Outer Hebrides 

Harrovian /ha'rohvi-an. -vyan/ n or adj (a pupil) of Harrow School [NL 
Harrovia Harrow, district of London] 


'harrow /'haroh/ n a cultivating implement set with spikes, spnng teeth, 
or discs and drawn over the ground esp to pulvenze and smooth the soil 
[ME harwe] 

‘harrow vt 1 to cultivate (ground or land) with a harrow 2 to cause 
distress to. agonize - harrower n 

harrumph /ha'rum(p)f/ viorn (to make) a guttural sound as if clearing 
the throat, esp as a sign of disapproval [imit] 

harry Aan/ vt 1 to make a destructive raid on; ravage 2 to torment (as 
lO by constant attack; harass [ME hanen, fr OE hergian, akin to OHG 
herion to lay waste, hen army, Gk kotranos commander] 
ha rah /hahsh/ adj 1 having a coarse uneven surface, rough 2 disagree- 
able or painful to the senses <a light) 3 unduly exacting; severe 4 
lacking in aesthetic appeal or refinement; crude [ME harsk, of Scand 
origin, akin to Norw harsk harsh] - harshen vb, harshly adv, harsh- 
ness n 

hart /haht/ n, chiefly Br the male of the (red) deer, esp when over 5 years 
old - compare hind [ME hert, fr OE heort, akin to L cervus hart, Gk 
keras horn - more at horn] 

hartabeest /'hahti.beest/ n any of several large Afncan antelopes with 
ndged horns that project upwards and outwards [obs Afnk (now hart- 
bees), fr D, fr hart deer i- beest beast] 

hartshorn /'hahts.hawn/ n ammonium carbonate - not now used 
technically [fr the earlier use of hart's horns as the chief source of 
ammonia] 

'hart's-.tongue n a Eurasian fern with undivided fronds 
harum-scarum /.hcaram 'skearam/ adj reckless, irresponsible - infml 
[perh alter of helter-skelter] - harum-scarum adv 
haruspex /ha'ruspeks/ n, pi hamspices Aspi.seez/ a diviner in ancient 
Rome basing his predictions on the entrails of animals [L] 

'harvest /‘hahvist/ n 1 (the season for) the gathenng in of agncultural 
crops 2 (the yield of) a mature crop of grain, fruit, etc 3 the product or 
reward of exertion [ME hervest, fr OE /larfcsr, akin to L carpere to 
pluck, gather. Gk karpos fruit, keirein to cut - more at shfar] 
‘harvest vt 1 to gather in (a crop), reap 2 to gather (a natural product) 
as if by harvesting bactena) '^vi to gather in a food crop - 
harvestable adj, harvester n 

.Harvest 'Festival n a festival of thanksgiving for the harvest celebrated 
on a Sunday in September or October in British churches 
.harvest 'home n l the gathenng or the time of harvest 2 a festival at 
the close of harvest 

'harvestman /-man/ n an arachnid with a small rounded body and very 
long slender legs 

'harvest .mite n a 6-lcgged mite larva that sucks the blood of vertebrates 
and causes intense irntation 

.harvest 'moon n the full moon nearest the time of the September 
equinox 

has /haz/ pres 3rd sing of have 

'has-, been n sby or sthg that has passed the peak of effectiveness, success, 
or popularity - infml 

*hash /hash/ vt to chop (e g meat and potatoes) into small pieces [F 
hacher, fr OF hachier, fr hache battle-axe, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG 
happa sickle; akin to Gk koptein to cut - more at capon] 

‘hash /I 1 (a dish consisting chiefly of reheated cooked) chopped food, esp 
meat 2 a rehash 3 a muddle, mess (made a of things) USE{2 & 3) 
infml 

‘hash n hashish - infml 

hashish Ahashish, -sheesh/ n the resin from the flowering tops of the 
female hemp plant that is smoked, chewed, etc for its intoxicating effect 
- compare dhang, marijuana, cannabis [Ar hashish] 
haslet Ahazlit/ n the edible entrails (e g the liver) of an animal, esp a pig 
(cooked and compressed into a meat loaf) - compare giblets [ME 
hastelet, fr MF, piece of meat roasted oma spit] 
hasn't Ahazni/ has not 

hasp /hahsp/ n a device for fastening; espi a hinged metal strap that fits 
over a staple and is secured by a pm or padlock [ME, fr OE haesp\ akin 
to MHG haspe hasp] - hasp vf ^ 

'hassle Ahasl/ n 1 a heated often protracted argument; a wrangle 2 a 
trying problem; a struggle </f 's such a « getting across London) USE 
infml [perh fr 'Aaggle + 'tussfe] 

‘hasele vb haasllag Ahasling/ vi to argue, ftght < d with the referee) vt 
to subject to usu persistent harassment USE infml 
hassock Aasak/ n 1 a tussock 2 a cushion for kneeling on. esp in 
church [ME, sedge, fr OE hassuc] 
hast /hast/ archaic pres 2 sing of have 

hastate Ahastayt/ adj shaped like (the triangular head oO a spear <a ~ 
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/ea/> - / PI ANi [NL hastatus, fr L hasta spear - more at YAKoj - 
hastately adv 

'haste /hayst/ n 1 rapidity of motion; swiftness 2 rash or headlong 
action, precipitaieness (marry in — . repent at leisure/ (MF. fr OF. of 
Omc origin, akin to OF. hxsi violence] make haste to a^t quickl>. 
hasten 

’haste VI to move or act swiftly - fml 

hasten /'ha>s(3)n/ vt 1 to cause to hurry <-ed her to the door - A J 
Cronin; 2 to accelerate '' ^ the completion of the project'^ w to mo\e 
or act quickly, hurry hastener n 

hasty /'hayst i/aflf/ I done or made in a hurry 2 precipitate, rash 3 prone 
to or showing anger; irntahle ^ hastily adv, hastiness n 
hat /hat/ n 1 a covering for the head usu having a shaped crown and bnm 
iiARMFN'i 2 a role, position - infml < wearing hi\ ministerial ^ ; 
[Mh, fr OF hxt. akin to OHG huot head covering - more at iumid] - 
hatless adi 

'hatband n a fabric, leather, etc band round the crown of a hat just above 
the bnm 

'hatch /hach/ n 1 a small door or opening (e g in a wall or aircraft) 2a 
(the covering for) an opening in the deck of a ship or in the floor or roof 
of a building b a hatchway [MF hachc, fr OF hiet\ akin to MD hecke 
trapdixir] 

’hatch 1 / 1 to emerge from an egg or pupa 2 to incubate eggs, brood 3 
to give forth young (jhc egg ~ed; v/ 1 to prcxlucc (young) from an 
egg by applying heat 2 to devise, esp secretly, onginate [Mh hacchen, 
ukin to MiiG hecken to mate] - hatchable adj, hatcher n 
’hatch n (a brood of young produced by) hatching 
*hatch vt to mark (e g a drawing, map. or engraving) with fine closely 
spaced parallel lines (MF hachen, fr MF hacher to inlay, chop up] - 
hatching n 

'hatch, back n u^tu small motor car with) an upward-opening hatch 

giving entry to the luggage and passenger compartment 
hatchery /'hachan/ n a place lor hatching (c*sp fish) eggs 
hatchet /'hachit/ n a short-handled axe [ME hachet, fr MF hachette, 
dim ol hachc battle-axe more at hash] 

'hatchet .man n one hired for murder, coercion, or attack - slang 
hatchling /'hathling/ n a recently hatched animal 
hatchment /'hachmant/ n a square panel set cornerwise bearing the 
coat of arms of a deceased person for display outside a house or in a 
church - ( Hi!R( H jperh alter of achievement] 

'hatch, way n u passage giving access (e g to a lower deck in a ship), also 
'hak h 2a 

'hate /hayt/ n 1 intense hostility or dislike, loathing 2 an object ol hatred 

- infml (one ol mv pet ^ s> [ME, fr OF hete, akin to OHG haz hate, 
Gk kedos grief] 

’hate vh to feel extreme enmity or aversion (towards) - hater n - hate 
someone's guts to hate sby with great intensity 
'hateful /-f(3)l/ adj 1 lull of hate, malicious 2 deserving of or arousing 
hate - hatefully adv, hatefulness n 
hath /hath/ archaic pres 3 sing of havi 

, hatha 'yoga /'hata, 'hatha, 'hahtha/ n a yoga consisting of physical and 
breathing exercises for the body in oider to keep it healthy and thus leave 
the mind free from its demands [Skt hatha force, persistence ^ yoga - 
more at xhia] 

,hat in 'hand adv cap in hano 

hatred /'hayt rid/ n hate [MF, fr hate • OF riedcri condition - more at 
kin[>rld] 

'hat .trick n three successes by 1 person or side in a usu sporting activity , 
specif the dismissing of 3 batsmen with 3 consecutive balls by a bowler 
in cricket [prob fr a former practice of rewarding the feat by the gift of 
a hat] 

hauberk /'haw.buhk/ n a tunic of chain mail worn as defensive armour, 
esp from the 1 2th to the 14th c [ME, Ir OF hauberc, of Gmc origin, akin 
to OE healsbeorg neck armour) 

haughty /’hawti/ adj disdainfully proud, arrogant [obs haught, fr MF 
haute, fr MF haut, lit , high, fr L altus - more at oi n] - haughtily adv. 
haughtiness n 

'haul /hawl/ \t la to pull with effort, drag b to transport in a vehicle, 
esp a cart 2 to bnng up (e g before an authority for judgment) - infml 
up before the magistrate for a traffic offence} ^vi 1 to pull, drag 
< ed o/i the rope} 2 of the wind to shift [ME halen to pull, fr OF haler, 
of Gmc origin; akin to MD halen to pull; akin to OE gehohan to obtain] 

- haulage /-Iij/ n 

’haul n 1 (he act or process of hauling 2a an amount gathered or acquired; 
a take (the burglar's ^ > b the fish taken in a single draught of a net 3a 


transport by hauling or the load transported b the distance or route over 
which a load is transported <a long -- > 
haulier /'hawli-a/, NAm hauler /'hawla/ n a person or commercial 
establishment whose business is transport by lorry [‘hali + 
-ItH, -tR] 

haulm /hawm/ n 1 the stems or tops of potatoes, peas, beans, etc (after 
the crop has been gathered) 2 Br an individual plant stem [ME halm, 
fr OE healm. akin to OHG halm stem. L culmus stalk, Gk kalamos 
reed] 

haunch /hawnch/ n 1 'hip la 2a hindqi akilr 2 - usu pi b hind 
Qi ARi FR 1 3 the lower half of cither of the sides of an arch [ME haunche, 
fr OF hanche, of Gmc origin, akin to MD hanke haunch] - on one's 
haunches in a squatting position ^ 

'haunt /hnwnt/ vt la to visit often, frequent b to coniinually seek the 
company of (a person) 2a to recur constantly and spontaneously to (the 
tune ~ ed her all day} b to reappear continually in, pervade (a sense of 
tension that -- s his writing} 3 to visit or inhabit as a ghost — v/ 1 to stay 
around or persist, linger 2 to appear habitually as a ghost [ME haunten, 
fr OF hanter] ~ haunter n, hauntingly adv 
’haunt n a place habitually frequented (the bar was a favounte ^ of 
cnminals > 

Hausa /'howsa/ n, pi Hausa, esp collectively Hausas 1 a member of a 
Negroid people of N Nigeria and S Niger 2 the Chad language of the 
Hausa people widely used in W Afnca _/ i angoagf. 
hausfrau /'hows.frow/ n a housewife [G, fr haus house frau woman, 
wife] 

hau'atellum /haw'stebm/ n. pi haustella /-la/ a mouth part (e g of an 
insect) adapted to suck blood, plant juices, etc [NL. fr L haustus, pp of 
haunre to dnnk. draw - more at fahalst] - haustellate /-layl/ adj 
hautboy, hautbois /'ohboy/ n. archaic an oboe [MF hautbots, fr haut 
high * bois wood] 

haute couture /,ohl kooh'tyooa (Fr ot kutyir)/ n (the houses or 
designers that create) exclusive and often trend-setting fashions for 
women [F, lit , high sewing] 

.haute cui'sine /k wi'reen ( Frk q inn)/ n elaborate cookery that reaches 
a high standard [F, lit , high cooking] 

.haute 6'cole /ay'kol (Fr ekal)/ n a highly stylized form of classical 
riding [F, lit . high school] 

hauteur /oh'tuh (Fr otoeir)/ n arrogance, haughtiness [F. fr haut high 
- more at haught-v] 

haut monde /,oh 'mon(h)d (Fr o m5d)/ n high society [F] 

Havana /ha'vana/ n (a cigar made in Cuba or from) tobacco (of the type) 
grown in Cuba [prob fr Sp habano, fr habano of Havana, fr La Habana 
(Havana), capital city of Cuba] 

'have ' \ av, hav, strong hav/ vh has /s, z, az, haz, strong haz/, had /d. 
ad, h.>1, ' trong had/ i7 la to hold in one's possession or at one's disposal 
a Cdf > <has only a little French} b to contain as a constituent or be 
characterized by red hair} (coat has no pockets} (bas it in him to 
wi > 2 to own as an obligation or necessity ~ ^ to and an expressed or 
understood infinitive to go} (don't ^ to if you don't want to} 3 to 
stand in relationship to enemies} ('^ 2 sisters} 4a to get, obtain 
ithese shoes are the best to be had) b to receive <had news} c to accept, 
specif \o accept in marriage d to have sexual intercourse with (a woman 
or passive partner) 5 to display, show <had the impudence to refuse} 

< -- mcr\v on us} 6a to cxpcnence. esp by undergoing or suffenng ('^ a 
colth (^ my watch stolen} b to undertake and make or perform a 
bath} < ^ a look at that} c to entertain in the mind ('^ an opinion} ( ^ 

.1 down on him} d to engage in, carry on sex} ('^ a meeting} 7a 
to cause to by persuasive or forceful means < - the children stay} (so he 
would ^ us tK'heve} b chiefly Br to bnng into a specified condition by 
the action of another (^ my shoes mended} c to cause to be (soon 
It finished} d to invite as a guest < them over for dnnks} 8 to allow, 
permit </’m not having any more of that} 9a to hold in a position of 
disadvantage or certain defeat (we ^ him now} b to perplex, floor (you 
^ me there} 10 to be able to exercise; be entitled to </ — my rights} 11a 
to be pregnant with or be the prospective parents of (they're having a baby 
in August} b to give birth to (the cat’s just had kittens} 12 to partake 
of, consume < dinner} < - a cigar} 13 to take advantage of, fool (been 
had by his partner} ~ infml va 1 - used with the past participle to form 
the present perfect (has gone home}, the past perfect (had already eaten}, 
the future perfect (will ^ finished dinner by then}, or nonfinite perfective 
forms (having gone} (silly not to ^ gone}; used with got to express 
obligation or necessity (-^ got to go}; used in the past tense with the past 
participle as a rather literary expression of the conditional <had / known} 
2 WOULD lb </ had as soon not} USE Bntish speakers in particuhir often 
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express the idea of momentary as opposed to habitual possession or 
experience with have got <have you got a cold7> (do you have many 
coldsTy [ME haven, fr 0£ habban\ akin to OHG haben to have, hevan 
to lift - more at heave] - have a lot/cnough on one’s plate to be (fully) 
occupied, often with a variety of tasks, problems, etc - have an ear to 
the ground to be in receipt of information not generally known - have a 
■crew/slate loose to be slightly cracked, feebleminded, or eccentric - have 
a way with to be good at dealing with (he has a way with oid ladies') - 
have a way with one to be charming, esp persuasively > have been around 
to be sophisticated or well-informed - have coming to deserve or ment 
what one gets, benefits by, or suffers (be had that coming to him) - have 
done with to bnng to an end; haVc no further concern with (let us have 
done with aame-calhng) ~ have had it 1 to have had and missed one's 
chance - infml 2 to have passed one's prime; be obsolete, smashed, or 
dead (Im afraid the car’s had it> > infml - have it 1 to maintain, affirm 
(as rumour has it) 2 to live in the specified conditions (never had it so 
good) - have ft both ways to exploit or profit from each of a pair of 
contradictory positions, circumstances, etc; also to maintain 2 contradic- 
tory views simultaneously - have ft coming to one to deserve what one 
IS going to get - have it in for to intend to do harm to - have it off/away 
to copulate with - slang > have It out to settle a matter of contention by 
discussion or a fight - have no time for to be unable or reluctant to spend 
time on; dislike - infml - have one’s eye on 1 to watch, esp constantly 
and attentively 2 to have as an objective - have one’s hands full to be 
fully occupied (what with the triplets, 6 goldfish, 3 dogs, and the 
mushroom farm, he’s got his hands full most days) - have one’s head 
■crewed on to be sensible, practical, or provident - have one’s work cut 
out to be hard put to it - have taped to have the measure of, be in 
command or control of (soon have the problem taped) - have the 
advantage of to have superiority over; specif to have personal unrecipro- 
cated knowledge of - often used as an ironic disclaimer of acquaintance- 
ship (I’m afraid you have the advantage of me) - have the wind of to be 
to windward of > have to do with 1 to deal with 2 to have in the way 
of connection or relation with or effect on (the lawyer would have 
nothing to do with the case) - compare to do with - have up one’s sleeve 
to have as an undeclared resource (he’s got some new ideas up his sleeve) 
- not have a clue to know nothing, not to know - what have you any of 
vanous other things that might also be mentioned (paper clips, pins, and 
what have you) 

'have n a wealthy person - usu pi, esp in the haves and have-nots 
haven /'hayv(3)n/ n 1 a harbour, port 2 a place of safety or refuge [ME, 
fr OE htefen', akin to MHG habene harbour, OE hebban to lift - more at 
heavf] 

'have-,not n a poor person - usu pi, compare ’have 
haven't /havot/ have not 

,have 'on vt 1 to be weanng <have a new suit on) 2 to have plans for 
(what do you have on for tomorrow?) 3 chiefly Br to deceive, tease - 
infml 

haver /'hayva/ vi, chiefly Br to be indecisive, hesiute [ongin 
unknown] 

havere /hayvaz/ n pi, chiefly Scot nonsense, poppycock [haver] 
haversack /'hava,sak/ n a knapsack [F havresac, fr G habersack bag 
for oats, fr haber oats sack bag] 

.have 'up vt to bnng before the authorities (he was had up in court for 
dangerous driving) - infml 

havoc Aavak/ n 1 widespread destruction; devastation 2 great con- 
fusion and disorder (several small children can create in a house) [ME 
havok, fr AF, modif of OF havot plunder] 

’haw Aaw/ n (a berry oQ hawthorn (ME hawe, fr OE haga - more at 
hedge] 

'haw n (a domestic animal’s inflamed) nictitating membrane [origin 
unknown] 

’haw vi to utter a sound resembling haw, esp in hesitation (hummed and 
^ed before answenng) - compare hum [imit] 

’haw intetj - often used to indicate hesitation 
Hawaiian /ha'wie-an/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Hawaii 
[Hawaii, group of islands in Pacific Ocean] 

Ha,waiian gui'tar n steel guitar 

hawfinch /’haw.finch/ n a large Eurasian finch with a large heavy bill 
lhaw] 

haw-'haw interj ha-ha 

’hawk /hawk/ n 1 any of numerous medium-sized birds of prey that have 
(short) rounded wings and long tails and that hunt during the day 2 a 
small board with a handle on the underside for holding mortar or plaster 
3 one who takes a militant attitude; a supporter of a warlike policy - usu 


contrasted with dove [ME hauk, fr OE hafoo, akin to OHG habuh hawk, 
Russ kobets, a falcon] - hawkish adj, hawkishly adv, hawklshaeas n 
’hawk VI 1 to hunt game with a trained hawk 2 to soar and stnke like 
a hawk (birds ^ ing after insects) vt to hunt on the wing like a 
hawk 

’hawk vt to offer for sale in the street <'-ing newspapers) 
[back-formation fr ^hawker] 

’hawk VI to utter a harsh guttural sound (as lO in clcanng the throat vt 
to raise by hawking (^ up phlegm) [imit] 

’hawk n an audible effort to force up phlegm from the throat 
’hawker /hawha/ n a falconer 

’hawker n sby who hawks wares [by folk etymology fr LG hoker, fr 
MLG hoker, fr hoken to peddle; akin to OE heah high] 

'hawk, moth n an^ of numerous stout-bodied moths with long strong 
narrow fore wings defence 

hawksbill /'hawks, bil/ n a flesh-eating sea turtle whose shell yields a 
valuable tortoiseshell 

'hawk, weed n any of several red, orange, or yellow composite plants 
hawse /hawz/ n 1 a hawsehole 2 the part of a ship’s bow that contains 
the hawseholes [ME halse, fr ON hals neck, hawse - more at col- 
lar] 

hawsehole /'hawz.hohl/ n a hole in the bow of a ship through which 
a cable passes 

hawser /'hawza/ n a large rope [ME, fr AF hauceoiir, fr MF haucter 
to hoist, fr (assumed) VL altiare, fr L altus high - more at oi d] 
'hawser-, laid adj cable-laid 

hawthorn /'haw,thawn/ n any of a genus of spnng-nowcnng spiny 
shrubs of the rose family with white or pink flowers and small red fruits 
[ME hawethom, fr OE hagathom, fr haga hawthorn + thorn ~ more at 
hldge] 

’hay /hay/ n herbage, esp grass, mowed and cured for fodder [ME hey, 
fr OE hieg, akin to OHG hewi hay. OE heawan to hew) 

’hay v; to cut, cure, and store grass fur hay 

’hay, hey n a rustic dance featuring winding and interweaving dance 
figures [MF haye] 

'hay, box n a well-insulated airtight box used to keep a previously heated 
vessel hot and allow slow cooking to continue 
'hay, cock n a small conical pile of hay in a field 
'hay .fever n nasal catarrh and conjunctivitis occurring usu m the spnng 
and summer through allergy to pollen 
'hay.maker n 1 one who tosses and spreads hay to dry after cutting 2 
chiefly NAm a powerful blow - haymaking n 
'hay.rick /-,nk/ n a haystack 

'haystack n a relatively large sometimes thatched outdoor pile of 
hay 

'haywire adj I out of order (the radio went ^ ) 2 emotionally or 
mentally upset, crazy (went completely ^ after the accident) USE infml 
[fr the use of baling wire for makeshift repairs] 

^’hazard /'hazad/ n 1 a game of chance played with 2 dice 2a a risk, penl 
b a source of danger 3 a golf-course obstacle (e g a bunker) [ME. fr MF 
hasard, fr Ar az-zahr the die] 

’hazard vt 1 to expose to danger <fl captain guilty of ^ mg his ship) 2 
to venture, nsk (^ a guess) 

hazardous /hazadas/ adj 1 depending on hazard or chance 2 involving 
or exposing one to nsk (eg of loss or harm) (a occupation) - 

hazardously adv, hazardousness n 

’haze /hayz/ vb to make or become hazy or cloudy [prob back-formation 
fr hazy] 

’haze n 1 vapour, dust, smoke, etc causing a slight decrease in the air's 
transparency 2 vagueness or confusion of mental perception [prob 
back-formation fr hazy] 

’haze vt, chiefly NAm to harass (a new student) with ridicule, cnticism, 
etc [origin unknown] - hazer n, hazing n > 

hazel /hayzl/ n 1 (the wood or nut oO any of a genus of shrubs or small 
trees beanng nuts 2 a yellowish light to strteg brown [ME hasel, fr OE 
btesel-, akin to OHG hasal hazel, L corulu^ - hazel adj 
.hazel 'hen n a European woodland grouse 
'hazal.nut n the nut of a hazel 

hazy /'hayzi/ adj 1 obscured, cloudy (a ^ view of the mountains) 2 
vague, indefinite (had only a ~ recollection of what happened) [ongin 
unkno'vn] - hazily adv, haziness n 
'H-,bomb n hydrogen bomb 

’ha /(h)i, ee; strong hee/ pron 1 that male person or creature who is neither 
speaker nor hearer (<^ is my father) - f cap in reference to God; compare 
SHE, HIM, HIS, IT, THEY 2 - uscd in B genenc sense or when the sex of the 
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person is unspecified that hath ears to hear, let him hear -Mt IMS 
(AV)> [ME, fr OE he-, akin to OE heo she, hit it, OHG he he, L cis, citra 
on this side, Gk ekeinos that person] 

*he n 1 a male person or creature </.« the baby a ^ ora she?) <a he-^oar> 
2 1 

'head /hed/ n, pi heads, {4b) bead 1 the upper or foremost division of the 
body containing the brain, the chief sense organs, and the mouth 2a the 
seat of the intellect, the mind <2-^5 are better than /> b natural aptitude 
or talent <a good for figures') c mental or emotional control, compo- 
sure <a level ^ ) d a headache 3 the obverse of a coin - usu pi with sing 
meaning; compare tail 5 4a a person, individual <a count') b a single 
individual (domestic animal) out of a number - usu pi 000 ^ of cattle'} 
5a the end that is upper, higher, or opposite the foot (the of the table) 
SHIP b the source of a stream, river, etc c cither end of sthg (e g 
a cask or drum) whose 2 ends need not be distinguished d drifi 5 6a 
director, leader e g a a school principal b one in charge of a department 
in an institution (the ^ of the English department) 7a a capitulum b 
the foliaged part of a plant, esp when consisting of a compact mass of 
leaves or fruits 8 the leading part of a military column, procession^tc 
9a the uppermost extremity or projecting part of an object, the top 1 
ARCHiiRCTURF b the Sinking part of a wcapon, tool, implement, ctc 10a 
a body of water kept in reserve at a height b a mass of water m motion 
11a (the pressure resulting from) the diPTercncc in height between 2 points 
in a body of liquid b the pressure of a fluid (a good ~ of steam} 12a 
(parts adjacent to) the bow of a ship b a (ship's) toilet - usu pi with sing 
meaning in Rntish English 13 a measure of length equivalent to a head 
(the horse won by a -^ } 14 the place of leadership, honour, or command 
(at the ^ of his class) 15a a word often in larger letters placed above 
a passage in order to introduce or categon/e b a separate part or topic 
16 the foam or froth that nscs on a fermenting or effervescing liquid 17a 
the part a bo.l, uimplc, etc at which it is likely to break b a culminating 
point, a crisis - esp in come to a head 18a a part of a machine or machine 
tool containing a device (e g a cutter or drill), also the part of an apparatus 
that performs the chief or a particular function b any of at least 2 
electromagnetic components which bear on the magnetic tape in a tape 
recorder, such that one can erase recorded material if desircd,and another 
may cither record or play back 19 one who uses LSD, cannabis, etc 
habitually or excessively - often in combination, slang [ME hed, fr OF 
heafod, akin to OHG houbit head, L caput] - headless adj, headlessnei^ 
n - off one's head crazy, mad - over someone's head 1 beyond sby’s 
comprehension (I understand the gist but the technical language is over 
my head> 2 so as to pass over sby’s supenor standing or authonty (went 
over his supersisor’s head to complain/ 

'head adj 1 pnncipal, chief cook)(^ office) 2 situated at the 
head 

’head vt 1 to cut back or off the upper growth of (a plant) 2a to provide 
with a head b to form the head or top of \towcr ^ed by a spire) 3 to 
be at the head of, lead (-^ a re\olt) 4 to go round the head of (a stream) 
5a to put sthg at the head of (e g a list), also to provide with a heading 
b to stand as the first or leading member ot s the list of heroes) 6 to 
set the course of < ~ a ship northv^ards) 7 to dnve (e g a soccer ball) with 
the head ^ v/ 1 to form a head (this cabbage ^s early) 2 to ptniit or 
proceed in a specified direction <^ing for disaster) 
headache /'hedayk/ n 1 pain in the head 2 a difTicult situation or 
problem - headachy adj 

.head and 'shoulders adv to a great degree, considerably (stood ^ 
abewe the rest in character and ability) 

'haad.band n a band worn round the head, esp to keep hair out of the 
eyes 

'head.board n a board forming the head (e g of a bed) 

'head .case n a mad person; a lunatic - irifml 
'head.chee8e n brawn 2 

'head.dress n an often elaborate covenng for the head 
headed /'hedid/ adj 1 having a head or a heading ('^ notepaper) 2 
having a head or heads of a specified kind or number - in combination 
(a coo/headed businessman) (a roundheaded screw) 
header /’hedaZ n 1 a bnck or stone laid in^wall with its end towards 
the face of the wall - compare strftchfr ^ building 2 a headfirst 
fall or dive 3 a shot or pwss in soccer made by heading the ball 
.haad'first adv with the heail foremost; headlong (dived mto the 
waves) - headfirst adj 
.head'foremost adv headfirst 

'head>,huntino n l decapitating and preserving the heads of enemies as 
trophies 2 searching for and recruitment of personnel, esp at the executive 
level and often from other firms - headhunter n 


heading /'heding/ n 1 the compass direction in which a ship or aircraft 
points 2a an inscnpiion, headline, or title standing at the top or beginning 
(e g of a letter or chapter) b a piece used in making either of the flat ends 
of a barrel 3 drift 5 
'head.lamp n a headlight 

headland /'hedland/ n 1 unploughed land near an edge^ a field 2 a 
point of usu high land jutting out into a body of water geogra- 
phy 

'head.light n (the beam cast by) the mam light mounted on the front of 
a motor vehicle 

‘head, line n a title pnnted in large type above a newspaper story or 
article; also, pi. Br a summary given at the beginning or end of a news 
broadcast ^ 

'head.long adv or ac/y 1 headfirst 2 without deliberation 3 without pause 
or delay [ME hedlong, alter, of hedling, fr hed head] 

'headman /-m^n/ n a chief of a pnmitive community 
.head'master, fern .bead'mistress n one who heads the staff of a school 
headmastersblp n 

'head, most adj most advanced, leading 

head off vt to stop the progress of or turn aside by taking preventive 
action, block (head them off at the pass) 

.head of 'state n, often cap HAS the titular head of a state (eg a 
monaich) as distinguished from the head of government (eg a pnme 
minister) 

.head-'on adv or ad) 1 with the head or front making the initial contact 
(the cars collided -^)(a collision) 2 in direct opposition (what 
happens when pnmitive and civilized man meet -^"^(a ^ confronta- 
tion) 

.head over 'heels adv l turning (as iQ m a somersault 2 very much; 
completely (-in love) 

'head.phone n an earphone held over the ear by a band worn on the head 
- usu pi 

'head, piece n an ornamental pnnted device esp at the beginning of a 
chapter 

.head'qua Iters n, pi headquarters 1 a place from which a commander 
exercises command 2 the administrative centre of an enterpnse USE 
often pi with sing meaning 

'head.race n a channel taking water to a mill wheel or turbine 
'head.rest n a support for the head, esp a cushioned pad supporting the 
head in a vehicle 

'headroom /-room, -roohm/ n venical space (eg beneath a bndge) 
sufficient to allow passage or unrestneted movement 
'head, set n an attachment for holding earphones and a microphone to 
one's head 

'headship /-ship/ n the position or office of a head (e g a headmaster), 
leaae, <hip 

'head.shrinker n 1 a headhunter who shnnks the heads of his/her 
victims 2 a psychoanalyst or psychiatnst - humor 
headsman /'hedzman/ n an executioner 
'head,spring n a fountainhead, source 

'head.Stall n the part of a bndle or halter that encircles the head 
.head 'start n 1 an advantage granted or achieved at the beginning of 
a race, competition, etc 2 an advantageous or favourable beginning 
'head,stock n a bearing or pedestal for a revolving or moving part (e g 
in a lathe) 

'head.stone n a memonal stone placed at the head of a grave 
'head, Strong adj wilful, obstinate (violent — actions) 
head 'teacher n a headmaster or headmistress 
.head-'up adj, of an instrument display visible without the eyes having to 
look down fom the view ahead 

,head'vuaiter n the head of the dining-room staff of a restaurant or 
hotel 

'head.water A^^wta/ n the upper part or source of a river - usu pi with 
sing meaning gfchjraphy 

'head.way n la (rate oQ motion in a forward direction b advance, 
progress 2 headroom 3 the time interval between 2 vehicles travelling in 
the same direction on the same route 

'headwind /-.wind/ n a wind blowing in a direction opposite to a course, 
esp of a ship or aircraft 

'head, word n a word or term placed at the beginning (e g of a chapter 
or encyclopedia entry) 

'head, work n mental effort, thinking 

heady Ahedi/ adj I violent, impetuous 2a tending to make giddy or 
exhilarated, intoxicating b giddy, exhilarated with his success) - 
beadlly adv, headineaa n 
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heal /heel/ vt la to make sound or whole a wound} b to restore to 
health 2 to restore to a sound or normal state; mend < •« a breach between 
fnends} vi to return to a sound or healthy state [ME helen, fr OE 
h£elan\ akin to OHG heihn to heal, OE hal whole >- more at whole] - 
healer n 

health /helth/ n la soundness of body, mind, or spirit b the general 
condition of the body <iii poor - > 2 condition </Ae economic ^ of the 
country is not good}, esp a sound or flourishing condition; well-being 3 
a toast to shy's health or prospenty [ME helthe, fr OE haeUh, fr Aa/j 
'health .farm n a usu rural residential establishment that caters for 
people wishing to lose weight 

'health .food n organically grown untreated food (e g live yoghourt) 
containing no synthetic ingredients and eaten for the health-giving prop- 
erties credited to it - compare wholefood, junk pood 
'healthful /-f](a)l/ adj 1 beneficial to health of body or mind 2 

HEALTHY 1 

'health .visitor n sby employed by a local authority in Bntain to visit 
old people, nursing mothers, etc and advise them on health matters 
healthy /*helthi/ adj 1 enjoying or showing health and vigour of body, 
mind, or spint 2 conducive to good health 3 prosperous, flounshing - 
healthily adv, healthineas n 

'heap /heep/ n 1 a collection of things lying one on top of another; a pile 
2 a great number or large quantity; a lot - infml^oflen pi with sing 
meaning <^s more to say} [ME heep, fr OE heap, akin to OE heah 
high] 

*heap vt la to throw or lay in a heap; pile up ^his sole object was to ^ 
up nches} b to form or round into a heap (,^ed the earth into a mound} 
2 to supply abundantly with-, also to bestow lavishly or m large quantities 
upon 

hear /hia/ vA heard /huhd/ vt 1 to perceive (sound) with the ear 2 to 
learn by hearing </ you were leaving} 3a to listen to with attention, 
heed <-« me out} b to attend mass} 4 to give a legal heanng to ~ vi 
1 to have the capacity of perceiving sound 2 to gam information, learn 
</Ve d about what you did} 3 - often in the expression Hear! Hear' 
indicating approval (e g dunng a speech) [ME heren, fr OE hieran-, akin 
to OHO horen to hear, L cavere to be on guard, Gk akouein to hear] - 
hearer n - hear from to receive a communication from - hear of to 
entertain the idea of - usu neg (.wouldn’t hear of it} 
hearing Aionng/ n la the one of the S basic physical senses by which 
waves received by the ear are interpreted by the brain as sounds varying 
in pitch, intensity and timbre b earshot 2a an opportunity to be heard 
b a trial in court 

'hearing .aid n an electronic device worn by a deaf person for amplifying 
sound before it reaches the ears 

hearken /*hahkan/ vi to listen to, also to heed - poetic [ME herknen, 
fr OE heorcnian, akin to OHG horechen to listen] 
hearaay Aia,say/ n sthg heard from another; rumour 
'hearsay .evidence n evidence based not on a witness’s personal 
knowledge but on matters told him/her by another 
hearse /huhs/ n a vehicle for transportmg a dead body in its coffin [ME 
herse candelabrum, catafalque, fr MF herce harrow, frame for holding 
candles, fr L hirpic-, hirpex harrow] 

'heart /haht/ n la a hollow muscular organ that by its rhythmic 
contraction acts as a force pump maintaining the circulation of the blood 
ANA10MY b the breast, bosom c stbg resembling a heart in shape, 
specif a conventionalized representation of a heart 2a a playing card 
marked with 1 or more red heart-shaped figures b pi but sing or pi in 
constr the suit comprising cards identified* by this figure c pi but sing in 
coflstr a card game in which the object is to avoid taking tncks containing 
a heart or the queen of spades 3a humane disposition, compassion (have 
you Jio ^ b love, affections (lost his ^ to her} c courage, spirit (had 
no for the task} 4 one’s innermost character or feelings (a man after 
my own > Sa the central or innermost part (of a lettuce, cabbage, etc) 
b the essential or most vital part (the of the matter} [ME hert, fr OE 
heorte; akin to OHG herza heart, L cord-, cor, Gk kardia] - by heart by 
rote or from memory 

‘heart vt, of a cabbage, lettuce, etc to form a heart 
'haartacha n menul anguish; sorrow 

'heart attack n an instance of abnormal functioning of the heart; esp 

CORONARY THROMBOSIS 

'heartbeat a a single complete pulsation of the heart 
'heart ,block n incoordination of the beating of the atria and ventricles 
of the heart resulting in a decreased output of blood 
'heartbreak n intense gnef or distress 

'heartbreaking adj 1 causing intense sorrow or distress (a waste of 


talent} 2 extremely trying or difficult (a task} - beartbreakingly 
adv 

'heartbroken adj overcome by sorrow 

'heartburn n a burning pain behind the lower part of the breastbone usu 
resulting from spasm of the stomach or throat muscles 
hearted /'hahtid/ adj having a heart, esp of a specified kind - usu in 
combination (a fainthearted leader} (a brokenhearted lover} 
hearten /'hahtn/ vt to cheer, encourage - hearteningly adv 
'heart .failure n (inability of the heart to perform adequately often 
leading to) cessation of the heartbeat and death 
'heartfelt adj deeply felt; earnest 

hearth /hahth/ n la a bnck, stone, or cement area in front of the floor 
of a fireplace b the lowest section of a metal -processing furnace 2 home, 
fireside (the comforts of and home} [ME herth, fr OE heorth, akin 
to OHG herd hearth, Skt kudayati he singes] 

'hearth.stone n a soft stone or composition of powdered stone and pipe 
clay used to whiten or scour hearths and doorsteps 
heartily /'hahtah/ adv la with all sincerity, wholeheartedly (I 
recommend it} b with zest; vigorously <a/e ^ > 2 quite, thoroughly < 
sick of all this talk} [hearty + '-ly] 

'heartland /-.land, -bnd/ n a central and vital area 
'heartless /-lis/ adj unfeeling, cruel - heartlessly adv, heartless- 
ness n 

.heart-'lung ma, chine n a mechanical pump that shunts the body’s 
blood away from the heart and maintains the circulation and respiration 
dunng heart surgery 

'heartrending adj heartbreaking I - beartrendingly adv 
'heart-.searching n close examination of one's motives or feelings 
(reached the decision after much ^ ) 

'hearts,ease n any of vanous violas, esp the wild pansy 
'heart,sick adj very despemdent, depressed - heartsickness n 
'heartsore adj heansick 

'heartstrings n pi the deepest emotions or affections (jyullcd at 
his -> 

'heartthrob n one who is the object of or arouses infatuation 
'.heart-to-'heart adj sincere and intimate confidences} 
‘heart-to-heart n a frank or intimate talk - infml 
'heartwarming adj inspinng sympathetic feeling, chcenng 
'heart,wood n the older harder nonliving central wood in a tree, usu 
darker and denser than the surrounding sapivood 
'hearty /'hahti/ adj la enthusiastically or exuberantly fnendly, jovial b 
unrestrained, vigorous (a ^ laugh} 2a robustly healthy (hale and ^ > 
b substantial, abundant (a ^ meal} - heartiness n 
‘hearty n I a sailor 2 chiefly Br a sporty outgoing person (rugger 
hearties) 

'heat /heet/ vb to make or become warm or hot - often + up [ME heten, 
fr OE hxtan, akin to OE hat hot] - heatable adj, heatedly adv 
‘heat n la the condition of being hot, warmth, also a marked degree of 
this b excessively high bodily temperature c the form of energy associated 
with the random motions of the molecules, atoms, etc of which matter is 
composed, transmitted by conduction, convection, or radiation d an esp 
high temperature (at melting > e any of a senes of degrees of heating 
(this iron has 4-^5) 2a intensity of feeling or reaction (the - of passion} 
b the height or stress of an action or condition (in the of battle} c 
readiness for sexual intercourse in a female mammal, specif oestrus ~ usu 
in on heat or (chiefly NAm) in heat 3 pungency of flavour 4a a single 
round of a contest that has 2 or more rounds for each contestant b any 
of several preliminary contests whose winners go into the final 5 pressure, 
coercion (his enemies turned the on him} - slang - heatless adj, 
heatproof /'hcet.proohf/ adj 

heated /'heetid/ adj marked by anger (a argument} 

'heat ,engine n a mechanism (e g an mtornal-combustion engine) for 
converting heat energy into mechanical energy 

heater Aecu/ n a device that gives off hebt or holds sthg to be heated 
['HEAT + '-fr] 

'heat ex,changer n a device (eg in a nuclear power station) that 
transfers heat from one liquid or gas to another without their mixing 

ENERGY 

heath /heeth/ n 1 any of vanous related evergreen plants that thnve on 
barren usu acid soil, with whorls of needlelike leaves and clusters of small 
flower^ 2a a tract of wasteland b a large area of level uncultivated land 
usu with poor peaty soil and bad drainage [ME heth, fr OE hxtb, akin 
to OHG hfiida heather, OW coit forest] - beatbless adj, heathlike adj, 
heathy adj 

heathen /'heedh(9)n/ n, pi heathens, heathen 1 an unconverted member 
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of a people or nation that does not acknowledge the God of the Bible - 
often pi + the (the ^ say there i$ no Gody 2 an uncivilized or irreligious 
person [ME hethen, fr OE hxthen, akin to OHG heidan heathen] - 
heathen adj, heathenish adj, heathenism n, heathendom /-dam/ n, 
heathenize /'heedhn.iez/ vt 

heather /'hedha/ n a (common usu purplish-pink flowered northern) 
heath [ME (northern) hather] ~ heather adj 
heathery /'hedhan/ adj having flecks of vanous colours <a soft 
tweedy [HtATHFR + '-y| 

Heath Robinson /.heeth 'robins(a)n/ adj, Br impractically complex 
and ingenious - infml [W Heath Robinson tl944 E cartoonist famous for 
his drawings of absurdly ingenious machines] 

'heat .pump n an apparatus for transferring heat by mechanical means 
iq^a place of higher temperature (eg for heating or cooling a building) 

FNFRGY 

'heat .rash n prickiy hfai 

'heat .sink n a means of absorbing or dissipating unwanted heat 
'heatstroke n overheating of the body resulting from prolonged expo- 
sure to high temperature and leading to (fatal) collapse 
'heat .wave n a period of unusually hot weather 
'heave /heev/ vb heaved, hove /hohv/ vt 1 to lift upwards or forwards, 
esp with effort 2 to throw, cast 3 to utter with obvious effort < ^ d a sigh'> 
4 to cause to swell or nse 5 to haul, draw '^vi 1 to nse or become thrown 
or raised up 2a to nse and fall rhythmically (his chest ^ mg with sobsj 
b to pant 3 to vomit 4 to pull [ME heven, fr OE hebban, akin to OHG 
hevan to lift, L caperc to take] ~ heaver n - heave in/into sight to come 
into view 

^heave n la an effort to heave or raise b a throw, cast 2 an upward 
motion, esp a rhythmical rising (the — of the sea'y 3 pi but sing or pi in 
COnStr BROKVN WIND 

heaven / hcv(a)r,/ n 1 (any of the spheres oO the expanse of space that 
surrounds the earth like a dome, the firmament - usu pi with sing 
meaning 2 often cap the dwelling place of God, his angels, and the spmts 
of those who have received salvation. Paradise 3 cap oon 1 4 a place or 
condition of utmost happiness [ME heven, fr OE heofon, akin to OHG 
himil heaven] 

'heavenly /-Ii/ adj 1 of heaven or the heavens, celestial (the ihoirsy 
2a suggesting the blessed state of heaven, divine < peacey b delightful 
iwhal a ^ tdca'y - infml - heavcnliness n 
.heaven-sent adj providential 

'heavenward /-wood/ adj directed towards heaven or the heavens - 
heavenwards, NAtn chiefly heavenward adv 
.heave 'to \b to bnng (a ship) to a stop with head to wind 
,heavier-than-'air /'hevi a/ adj of greater weight than the air dis- 
placed 

heavily /'hevah/ adv 1 slowly and laboriously, dully 2 to a great degree, 
severely [hfavy < ^-ly| 

Heaviside layer /'hevisied/ n i laylk [Oliver Hea\iside tl925 E 
physicist] 

'heavy /'hevi/ adj la having great weight b having great weight in 
proportion to si/c c of an isotope or compound having, being, or 
containing atoms of greater than normal mass hydrogeny 2 hard to 
bear; specif gnevous (a - sorrowy 3 of weighty import, serious (a ^ 
booky 4 emotionally intense, profound (a -- silenccy Sa oppressed, 
burdened (returned with ^ spint from the meetingy b pregnant, esp 
approaching panuntion - often + with 6a slow, sluggish move- 
mentsy b lacking sparkle or vivacity, dull (the book made readtngy 
7 dulled with weanness, drowsy (his eyelids felt ^ with sleepy 8a uf an 
unusually large amount < - trafficy b of great force < seasy c overcast 
(a ^ skyy d of ground or soil full of clay and inclined to hold water, 
impeding motion e loud and deep (the roll of thundery ^ ‘aborious, 
difficult (made ^ going ofify g of large capacity or output b consuming 
in large quantities - usu 4 on (this car is ^ on petrofy 9a digested with 
difficulty, usu because of excessive nehness ( - fruit cakey b esp of bread 
not sufficiently raised or leavened 10 producing heavy usu large goods 
(e g coal, steel, or machinery) often used in the production of other goods 
mdustryy 11a of the larger vanety <a ^ howitzery b heavily 
armoured, armed, or equipped (the ^ cavalryy 12 of rock music loud 
and strongly rhythmic - slang 13 chiefly NAm frighteningly senous, 
s/vci/* threatening - slang; often used as an intellection [ME hevy, fr OE 
hefig: akin to OHG hebtc heavy, OE hebban to lift - more at heave] - 
heaviness n - with a heavy hand 1 with little mercy; sternly 2 without 
grace; clumsily 

’heavy adv m a heavy manner; heavily (time hangs ^ on us> 

’heavy nip/ units (e g of bombers, artillery, or cavalry) of the heavy sort 


2a (an actor playing) a villain b sby of importance or significance - infml 
3 a senous newspaper - usu pi, infml 4 one hired to compel or deter by 
means of threats or physical violence (set a gang of heavies on him) - 
slang 

,heavy-'duty adj able or designed to withstand unusual strain or wear 
.heavy-'footed adj heavy and slow in movement, dull 
.haavy-'handed adj 1 clumsy, awkward 2 oppressive, harsh - 
heavy-handedly adv, heavy-handiness n 
.heavyhearted adj despondent, melancholy - heavyheaitedly adv, 
beavyheartedness n 
'heavy .spar n barytes 

'heavy .water n water ennehed esp with deutenum 
'heavy.weight n 1 sby or sthg above average weight *2 one in the usu 
heaviest class of contestants e g a a boxer whose weight is not limited if 
he IS professional or is more than 81kg (about I2st lOlb) if he is amateur 
b a wrestler weighing over l(X)kg (about ISst lOlb) c a weight-lifter 
weighing over 1 10kg (about 17st 41b) 3 an important or inffuential person 
<an intellectual ^ > 

hebdomad /'hebdamad/ n a week - fml [L hebdomad-, hebdomas, fr 
Gk, fr hebdomos seventh, fr hepta seven - more at seven] 
hebdomadal /heb'domxll/ adj weekly - fml - hcbdomadally adv 
hebephrenia /.hecbi'freenya, -mV n schizophrenia charactenzed esp 
by silliness and regression to a childish state [NL, fr Gk hebe youth] - 
hebephrenic /-'frenik/ adj 

Hebraic /hi'brayik/, Hebraistic /.heebray'istik/ adj of the Hebrews, their 
culture, or Hebrew [ME Ebrayke, fr LL Hebratcus, fr Gk Hebraikos, fr 
Hebratos] - Hebralcally adv. Hebraistically adv 
Hebraist /'heebray,ist/ n a specialist in Hebrew and Hebraic studies 
Hebrew /'heebrooh/ n 1 a member or descendant of any of a group of 
N Semitic peoples including the Israelites, esp an Israelite 2 the Semitic 
language of the ancient Hebrews; also a later form of Hebrew 
ALFiiAUi:i, LANGUAGE [ME Ebrcu, fr OF, fr LL Hebraeus, fr L, adj, fr 
Gk Hebraios, fr Aram 'Ebrai] - Hebrew adj 

'Hebrews n pi but sing in constr a theological treatise addressed to early 
Chnstians and included as a book in the New Testament 
hecatomb /'hekatoohm, -tohm/ n 1 an ancient Greek and Roman 
sacrifice of 100 oxen or cattle 2 the sacnficc or slaughter of many victims 
[L hecatombe, fr Gk hekatombe, fr hekaton hundred -t- bous cow - more 

at Hl'NDRtD, ww] 

heck /hek/ n hell 2a - used as an interjection or intensive (what the 
^fy(a — of a lot of moneyy [euphemism] 
heckle /'hekl/ vt heckling /'hekling/ to harass and try to disconcert (e g 
a speaker) with questions, challenges, or gibes [ME hekelen, fr heckele 
hackle, akin to OHG hako hook - more at hook] - heckler n 
hect ^ekt-/, hecto- comb form hundred (10*) (hectograph) 

PH\,.v s [F, irreg fr Gk hekaton] 
hectare /"hektah/ n unit [F, fr hect- + are] 
hectic /'hektik/ adj 1 of. being, or suffenng from a fluctuating fever (c g 
in tuberculosis) 2 filled with excitement or fevensh activity (the - days 
before Chnstmasy [ME etyk, fr MF etique, fr LL hecticus, fr Gk hektikos 
habitual, consumptive, fr echan to have - more at scheme] - hectically 
adv 

hector /'hekta/ vi to play the bully; swagger ~vt to intimidate by 
bullying or blustcnng [//eefor. a Trojan warrior in Homer’s Iliad] - 
hecforingly adv 

he'd /eed. id, hid, strong heed/ he had, he would 
heddle /’hedl/ n any of the sets of parallel cords or wires that with their 
mounting compose the harness used to guide warp threads in a loom 
[prob alter of ME helde, fr OE hefeld\ akin to ON hafaJd heddle. OE 
hebban to lift - more at heave] 

'hedge /hej/ n la a boundary formed by a dense row of shrubs or low 
trees b a barrier, limit 2 a means of protection or defence (e g against 
financial loss) 3 a calculatedly noncommittal or evasive statement [ME 
hegge, fr OE hecg\ akin to OE haga hedge, hawthorn, L colum sieve] 
’hedge vt 1 to enclose or protect (as lO with a hedge 2 to hem in or 
obstruct (as lO with a barner; hinder 3 to protect oneself against losing 
(c g a bet), esp by making counterbalanang transactions ~ vf 1 to plant, 
form, or trim a hedge 2 to avoid committing oneself to i definite course 
of action, esp by making evasive statements 3 to protect oneself finan- 
cially: e g a to buy or sell commodity futures as a protection against loss 
due to price fluctuation - often -f against b to mimmize the nsk of a bet 
" bedger n, hedglngly adv 

hedgehog /hej,hog/ n any of a genus of small Old World spine-covered 
insect-eating mammals that are active at night food 
'hedge, hop vi -pp- to fly an aircraft close to the ground and rise over 
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obstacles as they appear [back-formation fr hedgehopper] - hedgehop- 
per a 

'hedge.row /-.roh/ n a row of shrubs or trees surrounding a field 
'hedge .sparrow n a dunnock 

hedonic /hee'donik, hi-/ adj 1 of or characterized by pleasure 2 
hedonistic - hedonically adv 

hedonism Aed9.niz(3)m. 'hee-/ n (conduct based on) the doctnne that 
personal pleasure is the sole or chief good [Gk hedone pleasure; akin to 
Gk h^ys sweet - more at swfet] - hedonist n, hedonistic /.heda'nistik. 
.hee-/ adj, hedonistically adv 

-hedral Ahecdral/ comb form ( - adj) having (such) a surface or (such 
or so many) surfaces <d/hedraiy [NL ‘hedron] 

-hedron /-heedr(3)n/ comb form, {-* n\ pi -hedrons, -hedra /-ra/ crystal 
or geometrical figure having (such or so many) surfaces (jKnta- 
hedron) <rr8pezohedron> [NL, fr Gk -edron, fr hedra seat - more at 
sit] 

heebie-jeebies /.heebi 'jeebiz/ n pi r/ie jitters, willies ~ infml [coined 
by Billy DeBeck tl942 us cartoonist] 

'heed /heed/ vb to pay attention (to) [ME heeden, fr OE hedan\ akin to 
OHG huota guard] 

‘heed #1 attention, notice (take ^ > 

'heedful /-fta)!/ adj attentive, mindful of - heedfiilly adv, heedful- 
ness n 

'heedless /-lis/ adj inconsiderate, thoughtless - heedlessly adv, heed- 
lesancss n 

hee-haw Ahee .haw/ n 1 the bray of a donkey 2 a loud rude laugh, a 
guffaw [imit] - hee-haw vi 

'heel /heel/ n 1 (the back part of the hind limb of a vertebrate correspond- 
ing to) the back of the human foot below the ankle and behind the arch 
or an anatomical structure resembling this 2 either of the crusty ends of 
a loaf of bread 3 the part of a garment or an article of footwear that covers 
or supports the human heel 4a the lower end of a mast b the base of a 
tuber or cutting of a plant used for propagation 5 a backward kick with 
the heel in rugby, esp from a set scrum 6 a contemptible person - slang 
[ME, fr OE hela, akin to ON htell heel, OE hoh - more at 'hock] - heeled 
adj, heclless adj - down at (the) heel in or into a run-down or shabby 
condition - on the heete of immediately following; closely behind - to 
heel 1 close behind - usu used in training a dog 2 into agreement or line, 
under control 

‘host vt 1 to supply with a heel; esp to renew the heel of a sock} 2 
to exert pressure on, propel, or strike (as lO with the heel; specif to kick 
(a rugby ball) with the heel, esp out of a scrum ^ vt to move along at the 
heels of sby or close behind sthg <a dog that ^s we//> - heeler n * 
‘heel VI to tilt to one side - vt to cause (a boat) to heel [alter of ME 
heeJden, fr OE hieldan; akin to OHG haJd inclined, Lith SaJis side, 
region] 

^heal n (the extent oQ a tilt to one side 

,hMl-and-'toe adj with a stride in which the heel of one foot touches the 
ground before the toe of the other foot leaves it 
'heelball n a mixture of wax and lampblack used to polish the heels of 
footwear and to take brass or stone rubbings 

heel in vt to plant (cuttings or plants) temporarily before setting in the 
final growing position [heel, alter, of E dial, hele, heal to cover over, fr 
ME helen to hide, conceal, fr OE helian] 

'heft /heft/ n, dial Br A NAm weight, heaviness [irreg fr /leave] 

‘heft vt 1 to test the weight of by lifting 2 dial to heave up, hoist 
hefty Aefti/ adj 1 large or bulky and usu heavy 2 powerful, mighty <a 
blowy 3 impressively large <a -- pnee to payy - heftily adv, 
heftiness n 

Hegelian /hay'geeli an, -lyan/ adj of Hegel, his philosophy.Nir his 
dialectical method [Georg Hegel tlS31 G philosopher] - Hegelian n, 
Hegellaniain /-,niz(a)m/ n 

hegemony /hi'gemani/ n domination by one nation, group, etc over 
others [Gk hegemonia, fr hegemon leader, fr hegeisthai to lead - more 
at seek] 

hegira also hejini Ahejira/ n a journey, esp when undertaken to escape 
from a dangerous or undesirable situation, specif, cap the flight of 
Muhammad from Mecca to Medina m 622 ad, the event marking the 
beginning of the Muhammadan era [ML hegira, fr Ar hijrah, lit., 
flight] 

haifar Ahcfa/ n a young cow (that has at most 1 calO [ME hayfare, fr 
OE heahfore] 

haigh-ho /iiay .hoh/ inteij - used to express boredom, weanness, or 
sadness [heigh (var of hey) + ho] 

haight /hiet/ n 1 the highest or most extreme point; the zenith (at the 


of his powers'yja the distance from the bottom to the top of sthg 
standing upnght unit b the elevation above a level 3 the condition 
of being tall or high 4a a piece of land (e g a hill or plateau) nsing to a 
considerable degree above the surrounding country - usu pi with sing, 
meaning b a high point or position [ME heighthe, fr OE hiehthu, akin 
to OHG hohida height, OE heah high] 

heightan /'hiet(3)n/ vt la to increase the amount or degree of; augment 
<--cd his awareness of the problemy b to deepen, intensify (her colour 
was -^edby emotiony 2 to raise high or higher; elevate (the building was 
ed by another storeyy - vi 1 to become great or greater in amount, 
degree, or extent 2 to intensify 

.height-to-'paper n the height of pnnting type measured from foot to 
face and standardized at 0 9186in (about 23 33mm) in English-speaking 
countries 

heinous Aaynas, 'heenas/ adj hatefully or shockingly evil; abominable 
<a ^ enmey [ME. fr MF haineus, fr hame hate, fr hair to hate, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OHG ha/ hate - more at HAtt] - heinously adv, 
heinotisness n 

heir /ea/ n 1 sby who inhents or is entitled to succeed to an estate or rank 
2 sby who receives or is entitled to receive some position, role, or quality 
passed on from a parent or predecessor [ME, fr OF, fr L hered-, heres, 
akin to Gk cheros bereaved, OE gan to go] - heirless adj, heirship n 
•heir ap'parent n, pi heirs apparent 1 an heir who cannot be displaced 
so long as hc/she outlives the person from whom he/she is to inherit 2 
one whose succession, esp to a position or role, appears certain under 
existing circumstances 

heiress /'eans/ n a female heir, esp to great wealth 
'heirloom /-loohm/ n 1 a piece of valuable property handed down 
within a family for generations 2 sthg of special value handed on from 
one generation to another [ME heirlome, fr heir + lame implement 
more at 'loom] 

.heir pre'sumptive n, pi heirs presumptive an heir who can be displaced 
only by the birth of a child with a superior claim 
heist /liiesi/ vt, NAm 1 to commit armed robbery on 2 to steal USE 
slang [alter of 'hoist] - heist n 
hejira /'hejira/ n a hegira 

HeLa /'heeb/ adj of, denved from, or being a particular strain of human 
cells kept continuously in tissue culture [Hennetta Lacks /7 1951, whose 
cervical cancer provided the onginal cells] 
held /held/ past of hoi d ^ 

heldentenor /'hcldn.lena/ n, often cap a tenor with a dramatic voice 
suited to heroic roles [G. fr held hero + tenor] 

'heii-, hello- comb form sun <helioce/i/nc> [L. fr Gk heli-, heho-, fr hehos 

- more at 'solar] 

‘heli- comb form helicopter <heli/>orr> 

heliacal /hi'lie skl/ adj relating to or near the sun ~ used esp of the last 
setting of a star before and its first rising after invisibility due to ncarnt*ss 
to the sun [LL heliacus, fr Gk hehakos, fr helios] 
heiic-, helico- comb form helix, spiral <helica/> [Gk helik-, heliko-, fr 
heJik-, helix spiral - more at ihlix] 

helical /'helikl/ adj (having the form) of a helix, broadly spiral la - 
helically adv 

helicoid /'helikoyd/, helicoidal /-'koydl/ adj forming or arranged in a 
spiral 

helicon /'helikan/ n a large circular tuba similar to a sousaphone [prob 
fr Gk helik-, helix + E -on (as in bombardon bass tuba) from its tube’s 
forming a spiral encircling the player’s body] 

helicopter Aeli,kopt3/ n an aircraft which denves both lifl and propul- 
sive power from a set of honzoiitally rotating rotors or vanes and is 
capable of vertical takeoff and landing [F hilicoptere, fr Gk heliko- i 
pteron wing - more at ffather] 

heliocentric /.heelioh'sentnk/ adj 1 referrid to, measured from, or as 
if observed from the sun’s centre 2 having or relating to the sun as a centre 

- compare GEOCENTRIC 

heliograph /'heeli a.grahf. -,graf/ n 1 a photPheliograph 2 an apparatus 
for signalling using the sun’s rays reflected from a mirror [ISV] 
.helio'graphic /-'grafik/ adj of heliography or a heliograph 
heliography /.heeli'ografi/ n the system or practice of signalling with 
a heliograph 

halioatat Aeelioh,stat/ n an instrument consisting of a mirror moved 
on an axis so as to reflect a sunbeam steadily in one direction [NL 
heliostata, fr heli- + Gk -states -stat] 

heliotaxia ./.heelioh'taksis/ n the response of a cell or organism to the 
stimulus of sunlight [NL] 

heliotrope /'hceli-a.trohp/ n 1 any of a genus of plants of the borage 
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family 2 (a) bloodstone 3 light purple [L hehotropium, fr Gk heJiotro- 
pion, fr hetio- hcli- f tropos turn - more at trope; fr its flowers’ turning 
towards the sun] 

heliotropism /,hecli'otr3piz(3)m/ n a tropism in which sunlight is the 
onenting stimulus - heliotropic /-lioh'tropik/ adj, heliotropically adv 
heliport /'heli.pawt/ n a place for helicopters to take off and land 
[Ac/icopter ♦ port] 

helium /'heeii am. -lyam/ n a noble gaseous element found m natural 
ga^ and used esp for inflating balloons and in low-temperature research 
-J'*’ periodic: tabi e (NL, fr Gk Ae/ios] 

helix /'heeliks/ n, pi helices /'heli.see// also helixes 1 sthg spiral in form 
(e g a coil formed by winding wire round a uniform tube) 2 the rim curved 
inwards of the external ear nfrvf 3 a curve traced on a cylinder 
by the rotation of a point moving up the cylinder at a constant rate. 
broadly spirai lb [L, fr Gk, akin to Gk eilyein to roll, wrap - more at 
VOI IIBI e] 

hell /hel/ n la a nether world (e g Hades or Sheol) inhabited by the spirits 
of the dead b the nether realm of the devil in which the souls of those 
excluded from Paradise undergo perpetual torment c the home of the 
devil and demons in which the damned suffer punishment 2a a place or 
state of torment, misery, or wickedness - often as an interjection, an 
intensive, or as a generalized term of abuse <o/jc of a mess} (jo to -- > 

b a place or slate of chaos or destruction <all broke 7oose> c a severe 
scolding (^ot ~ for coming in late} [ME, fr OE. akin to OHG helan to 
conceal, L cclare, Gk kalyplein] - for the hell of it for the intrinsic 
amusement or satisfaction of an activity - hell to pay senous trouble Of 
he’s late there'll he hell to pay> - like hell 1 very hard or much ^worked 
like hell to get the job done on time} 2 - used to intensify denial of a 
statement, slang < 7 did 4 hours overtime "Like hell you did\} what the 
hell It doesri't matter 

he'll /hilV eel, n, strong heel/ he will, he shall 

,hell-'bent adj stubbornly and often recklessly determined (civilization is 
^ on self-destruction - R F Dclderrield> 

'hell, cat n a spiteful ill-tempered woman 

hellebore /'helibaw/ n any of a genus of showy-flowered plants of the 
buttercup family [L hclleborus, fr Gk hetleboros] 
helleborine /'helibann, -brien/ n any of various plants of the orchid 
family [L, a kind of hellebore, fr Gk hcllehonne, fr heJleboros] 
Hellene /'hcleen/ n CiHFEK 1 [Gk Hellen] 

Hellenic /hc'lenik, -'leenik, ha-/ adj of Greece, its people, or its lan- 
guage 

Hellenism /'heli,niz(3)m/ n 1 devotion to or imitation of ancient Greek 
culture 2 Greek civilization, esp as later modified by onental influences 
3 a body of humanistic and classical ideals associated with ancient Greece 

- hellenize vb, often cap 

Hellenist /'helimst/ n 1 sby living in ancient times who was Greek in 
language, outlook, and way of life but not in ancestry 2 a specialist in the 
language or culture of ancient Greece 
Hellenistic /.heli'mstik/ adj of Greek history, culture, or art after 
Alexander the Great 

.helFfor-'leather adv or adj at full speed (pelted down the street} 
infml [perh alter of all of a lather] 

'hell, hole n l the pit of hell 2 a place of extreme discomfort, squalor, 
or evil - infml 

'hellhound n a fiendish person 

hellion /'heli-an, 'helyan/ n, NAm a troublesome or mischievous person 

- itkfml [prob alter of hallion (scamp)] 

'hellish /'helish/ adj of, resembling, or befitting hell, diabolical - hellishly 
adv, hellishness n 

^hellish adv extremely, damnably (a ^ cold day} 
hello /he'loh, 'heloh, ha-/ n, pi hellos an expression or gesture '7 greeting 

- used interjectionally in greeting, in answering the telephone, to express 
surpnse, or to attract attention [alter of hollo] 

.hell's 'engel n, often cap H a member of a reckless and often violent 
gang who wear leather clothing and nde motorcycles - compare 
rocker 3 

.hell's 'bells mterf - used esp to express irntation or impatience 
helluva /'hebva/ adj great, ternfic - slang, often used as an intensive (a 
^ dm} (alter, of hell of a] 

'helm /helm/ n hf,emet 1 [ME, fr OE] 

’helm /? 1 a tiller or wheel controlling the steenng of a ship 2 the position 
of control; the head (a new dean is at the of the medical schoof} [ME 
helme, fr OE helma\ akin to OHG helmo tiller] 

’helm vt to steer (as lO with a helm 

helmet /'helmit/ n 1 a covering or enclosing headpiece of ancient or 


medieval armour 2 any of vanous protective head coverings, esp made 
of a hard matenai to resist impact 3 sthg, esp a hood-shaped petal or 
sepal, resembling a helmet [MF, dim of helme helmet, of Gmc ongin; 
akin to OE helm helmet, OHG helan to conceal - more at hell] - 
heimeted adj, helmetlike adj 

helminth /'helminth/ n an (intestinal) worm - u.sed technically [Gk 
helminth-, helmis, akin to Gk eilyein to roll - more at volubie] - 
helminthic /hel'minthik/ adj 

helminth', helmintho- comb form helminth <helmintho/o|gy> (NL. fr 
Gk helminth-, helmis] 

helmsman /'heimzman/ n the person at the helm - helmsmanship n 
helot Aebt/ n 1 cap a serf in ancient Sparta 2 a serf, slave [L Helotes, 
pi, fr Gk Hcilotes] - hclotry /-tn/ n 

'help /help/ vt 1 to give assistance or support to < -^ a child to understand 
his lesson} 2 to remedy, relieve (took an aspinn to — her headache} 3a 
to be of use to, benefit h to further the advancement of, promote <-^ing 
industry with loans} 4a to refrain from (couldn’t ^ laughing} b to keep 
from occurnng, prevent (they couldn’t the accident} c to restrain 
(oncselO from taking action (tried not to say anything, but couldn’t ~ 
myself} 5 to serve with food or drink, esp at a meal (let me ^ you to 
some salad) 6 to appropriate sthg for (oneself), esp dishonestly <^cd 
himself to my pen} ^ v/ to be of use or benefit (every little — s> [ME 
heipcn, fr OF helpan, akin to OHG helfan to help, Lith ielpti] - helper 
n - help somebody on/off with to help sby take ofT/put on (an article of 
clothing) 

’help n I aid, assistance 2 remedy, relief (there was no ^ for it} 3a sby. 
esp a woman, hired to do work, esp housework <a mother’s ^ ) b the 
services of a paid worker, also, chiefly NAm the workers providing such 
services ^ ~ wanted} 

'helpful /-f(a)i/ adj of service or assistance, useful - helpfully adv, 
helpfulness n 

helping /'helping/ n a serving of food 

'helpless /-lis/ adj 1 lacking protection or support, defenceless 2 lacking 
strength or effectiveness, powerless - helplessly adv, helplessness n 
'help.mate n one who is a companion and helper, esp a spouse [by folk 
etymology fr helpmeet] 

'help.meet n, archaic a helpmate [^help ^ meet, adj] 
help out vb to give assistance or aid (to), esp when in great difficulty (she 
helped me out when 1 was in hospital) 

'helter-skelter /.helta 'skelta/ adj or adv (done) in a burned and 
disorderly manner (ran -- down the stairs} [imit] 

’.helter-'skelter n a spiral slide at a fairground 
helve /helv/ n a haft [ME, fr OE hielfe, akin to OE healf half] 
Helvetian /hcrvccsh(y)3n/ adj Swiss [NL Helvetia land of the Helvetii, 
Swi'/erland, fr L Helvetu, ancient people of Switzerland] - Helve- 
tian .7 

'hem /hem/ n 1 the border of a cloth article when turned back and 
titched down; esp the bottom edge of a garment finished in this manner 
2 a similar border on an article of plastic, leather, etc [ME, fr OE; akin 
to MHO hemmen lo hem in. Arm kamel to press] 

’hem vb -mm- vt la to finish (e g a skirt) with a hem b to border, edge 
2 to enclose, confine - usu + in or about ( ~ med tn by enemy troofx:} 
^ VI to make a hem in sewing - hemmer n 
’hem mterj - often used to indicate a pause in speaking [imil] 
hem>, bema-, hemo- comb form, NAm haem- 
'he-,man /'hee/ n a strong vinic man - infml 
hemat-, hemato- comb form, NAm haemat- 
heme /heem/ n, chiefly NAm haem 

hemi- /hemi-/ prefix half (hemisphere} [ME, fr L, fr Gk hemi- - more 
at SFMI-] 

hemicellulose /.hemi'selyoolohs, -lohz/ n any of vanous polysacchar- 
ides of plant cell walls that are levs complex than cellulose [ISV] 
hemichordate /.hemi'kawdat, -dayt/ n any of a division of marine 
chordate animals with an outgrowth of the pharyngeal wall prob homolo- 
gous with the notochord of higher chordates [NL Hemtehordata, group 
name, fr hemi- i Chordata chordates] 

hemidemiaemiquaver /,hemi,demi,semi'kwayva/ n a musical note 
with the time value of Vi of a demisemiquaver 
.hemi'hedral /-'heedral/ adj, of a crystal having half the faces required 
for complete symmetry - compare holohedral [hemi- -hedron] 
hemiola /.hemi'ohb/ n a musical rhythmic alteration consisting of 3 
beats in place of 2 or 2 beats in place of 3 [LL hemiolia, fr Gk hemiolia 
ratio of IVi to 1, fr hemi- v hohs whole - more at safe] 
.hemi'plegia /-'plccj(y)a/ n paralysis of (part oO I lateral half of the body 
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[NL, fr MGk hemiplegia paralysis, Tr Gk hemt- ’plegta -plegia] - 
hemiplegic /<jik/ adj or n 

hemisphere AemiiSfia/ n la a half of the celestial sphere when divided 
into 2 halves by the horizon, the celestial equator, or the ecliptic b the 
northern or southern half of the earth divided by the equator or the 
eastern or western half divided by a mendian 2 either of the 2 half spheres 
formed by a plane that passes through the sphere’s centre 3 cerebral 
HEMISPHERE [ME hemispcrc, fr L hemisphaenum, fr Gk hemisphainon, 
fr hemi- ^ sphainon, dim. of sphaira sphere] - hemispheric /.hemi'sfenk/. 
hemispheric adj 

hemistich /'hemi,stik/ n half of aline of verse usu divided from the other 
half by a caesura [L bemistichmm, fr Gk hemistichion, fr hemi- + sttchos 
line, verse; akin to Gk steichein to go, walk - more at stair] 
hemline /'hem.licn/ n the line formed by the lower hemmed edge of a 
garment, esp a dress 

hemlock /'hemlok/ n 1 (a poison obtained from) a very tall plant of the 
carrot family or a related very poisonous plant 2 (the soft light wood of) 
any of a genus of evergreen coniferous trees of the pine family [ME 
hemlok, fr OE hemlic] 
hemo- - see hem- 

hemp /hemp/ n 1 (marijuana, hashish, or a similar drug obtained from) 
a tali widely cultivated plant from which a tough fibre used esp for making 
rope IS prepared 2 the fibre of hemp or (a plant yielding) a similar fibre 
(e g jute) [ME, fr OE hsenep-, akin to OHG hanaf hemp; both prob fr the 
source of Gk kannabis hemp] - hempen adj 

'hemp .nettle n any of a genus of hairy Old World plants of the mint 
family 

'hem,stitch vt or n (to decorate with) drawnwork that consists of open 
spaces and embroidered groups of cross threads and is used esp on or next 
to the stitching line of hems 

'hen /hen/ n la a female bird, specif a domestic fowl (over a year old) 
b a female lobster, crab, fish, or other aquatic animal 2 an esp fussy 
woman - infml 3 chiefly Scot dear lb - used to girls and women [ME, 
fr OE henn\ akin to OE hana cock - more at chant] 

*hen adj relating to or intended for women only <a ^ party) 

.hen and 'chickens n any of several plants with offsets, runners, or 
pro.iferous flowers 

'hen, bane /-.bayn/n a poisonous fetid Old World plant of the nightshade 
family that contains hyoscyamine and scopolamine ['hen f bane; fr its 
poison being fatal esp to fowl] 

hence /hens/ adv 1 from this time; later than now 2 because of a 
preceding fact or premise <bor7r ar Oi/tstmas, ^ the name Noef) 3from^ 
here; away - fml >; sometimes ^ from (^depart from ^ >; sometimes 
used as an intellection (^^fDepartfj [ME hennes, henne, fr OE heonan, 
akin to OHG hmnan away, OE her here] 

.henceforth adv from this time or point on (promise never to get 
drunk 

.henceforward adv henceforth 

henchman Aenchman/ n 1 a trusted follower; a nght-hand man 2 a 
follower whose support is chiefly for personal advantage [ME hengest- 
man groom, fr hengest stallion (fr OE) -k man; akin to OHG hengist 
gelding] 

hendecasyllabic /.hendekasi'labik/ adj consisting of (metneal lines oO 
1 1 syllables [L hendecasyllabus, fr Gk hendeka eleven (fr hen-, heis one 
-«■ deka ten) + syUabe syllable - more at same, ten] - hendecasyllabic 
n. hendecaiyllable /'hendek9,silabl/ n 

hendiadys /hen'die adis/ n the expression of an idea by the use of 2 
independent words connected by and (e g nice and warm instead of nicely 
warm) [LL hendiadys, hendiadyoin, modif of Gk hen dia dyom one 
through two] 

henaquan /'hemkm/ n (a strong hard fibre obtained from the leaves oO 
a tropical Amencan agave plant [Sp henequin] 
hanqa /henj/ n a prehistonc monument consisting of a circular structure 
made of wood or stones [back-formation fr Stonehenge, a prehistonc 
stone monument near Salisbury in England] 

'han .harriar o a common Eurasian hawk 

'hanna Aena/ n 1 an Old World tropical shrub or small tree with 
fragrant white flowers 2 a reddish brown dye obtained from the leaves 
of the henna plant and used esp on hair [Ar lfinna*\ 

*hanna vt heiimiiig; hennaed to dye or tint (esp hair) with henna 
hanpackad /henipekt/ adj cowed by persistent nagging hus- 
band) 

he^Ky Aenri/ a, pi henrys, henriea the SI unit of electrical inducunce 
PHYSICS [Joseph Henry tl878 US physicist] 

.han-foad adj having the toes turned in 


hap /hep/ adj -pp- ‘hip 

haparin /'heparin/ n a polysacchande that is found esp in liver and is 
injected to slow the clotting of blood, esp in the treatment of thrombosis 
[ISV, fr Gk hepar liver] - heparinize /-.nicz/ vt 
hapat-, bepato- comb form 1 liver <hcpatoma> 
<hepato/oz/c> (hepatet'/omy) 2 hepatic and <hepatob//ia/y> (L, 
fr Gk hepat-, hepato-, fr hepat-, hepar] 

hapatic /hi'patik/ adj of or resembling the liver [L hcpattcus, fr Gk 
hepatikos, fr hepat-, hepar, akin to L jecur liver] 
hapatica /hi'patika/ n any of a genus of plants of the buttercup family 
with lobed leaves and delicate flowers [NL, genus name, fr ML, liverwort, 
fr L. fern of hepaticus] 

hapatitis /.hepa'tietas/ n, pi hepatitides /-'titadecz/ (a condition marked 
by) inflammation of the liver a infectious hu’atitis bsLRUM htpaii 
Tis [NL] 

Hepplewhita /'hepl.wiet/ adj of or being a late 18ih-c English furniture 
style charactei ized by lightness, elegance, and graceful curves [George 
Hepplewhite tl786 E cabinet-maker] 

hapta-, hept- comb form 1 seven (heptameter) 2 containing 7 atoms, 
groups, or chemical equivalents in the molecular structure <hepta/ie> 
[Gk, fr hepta - more at slvln] 

haptad /'heptad/ n a group or senes of 7 [Gk heptad-, heptas, fr 
hepta] 

haptagon /'heptagan/ n a polygon of 7 angles and 7 sides - 
mathfm AIK'S [Gk heptagonos heptagonal, fr hepta • goma angle 
more at -gon] - heptagonal /hcp'tagnnl/ adj 
heptameter /hep'tamils/ n a line of verse consisting of 7 metrical 
feel 

heptane /'heptayn/ n a hydrocarbon of the alkane senes that occurs iii 
petroleum and is used esp as a solvent and in determining octane 
numbers 

heptarchy /'hep.tahki/ n a supposed confederacy of 7 Anglo-SAxon 
kingdoms of the 7th and 8th c 

'her /ha, a, strong huh/ adj of her or herself, esp as possessor 
house) fuselage), agent <- rescarLh/. or object of an action v 
rescue) - used in titles of females < - Majesty/ [ML hire, fr OE hiere, 
gen of heo she - more at hi] 

*har pron, objective case of shf - compare phrases at Mt 1 
herald /'herald/ n la an officer whose onginal duties of officiating at 
tournaments gave nse to other duties (c g recdWing namc^, pedigrees, and 
armonal beanngs or tracing genealogies) b an ofEicial messenger between 
leaders, esp in war c an officer of arms ranking above a pursuivant and 
below a king of arms 2a an official crier or messenger b sby or sthg that 
conveys news or proclaims (it was the lark, the - of the morn - Shak ^ 
3 a harbinger, forerunner [ME, fr ME hiraut, fr an (assumed) Gmc 
compound whose first component is akin to OHG hen army, and whose 
second is akin to OHG waltan to rule - more at harry wirin] 
herald vt 

heraldic /hi'raldik/ adj of a herald or heraldry - heraldically adv 
heraldry /'heraldn/ n 1 the system, onginatiiig in medieval times, of 
identifying individuals by hereditary insignia, also the practice of grant- 
ing, classifying, and creating these 2 the study of the history, display, and 
description of heraldry and heraldic insignia 3 pageantry 
herb /huhb/ n 1 a seed plant that dix‘s not develop permanent woody 
tissue and dies down at the end of a growing season 2 a plant (part) valued 
for Its medicinal, savoury, or aromatic qualities (cultivated her - 
garden) [ME herbe, fr OF, fr L herba] - herbal adj 
herbaceous /huh'bayshas/ adj of. being, dr having the characteristics 
of a (part of a) herb 

herbaceous border n a permanent flower border of hardy, usu 
perennial, herbaceous plants 

herbage /'huhbij/ n (the succulent parts oO herbaceous plants (e g 
grass), esp when used for grazing 

herbal /'huhbl/ n a book about (the medidnal properties oO plants 
'herbalist /-ist/ n sby who grows or sells kerbs, esp for medicines 
herbarium /huh'beari>9m/ n, pi herbaria /-n a/ (a place containing) a 
collection of dned plant specimens usu siounted and systematically 
arranged for reference 

herbfeide Auhbi,sied/ n sthg used to destroy or inhibit plant growth [L 
herbs + ISV -cide] - herbicidal /.huhbi'siedl/ adj 
herbivore /'huhbivaw/ n a plant-eating animal ^3*“ food [NL Her- 
bivore, group of mammals, (r neut pi of herbivorus plant-eating, fr L 
herba ^ -iorus -vorous] - herbivorous /huh'bivaras/ adj 
herb Robert /'robot/ n a common geranium with small reddish purple 
flowers [prob fr Robertus (St Robert) tl067 F ecclesiastic] 
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herculean /.huhkyotVIee-dn/ adj of extraordinary strength, size, or 
difficulty <tf ^ tasky [Hercules, Greco-Roman mythological hero, fr L. 
fr Gk Herakles] 

'Herculee .beetle /’huhkyooleez/ n a very large S Amencan beetle 
'herd /huhd/ /i 1 a number of animals of 1 kind kept together or living 
as a group 2a sing or pi in constr a group of people usu having a common 
bond - often dcrog (the - instinct} b the masses - derog (the common 
'-'} [ME, fr OE heord\ akin to OHG herta herd, Gk korthys heap] - 
herdlike adj 

*herd VI to assemble or move in a herd or group ^vt 1 to keep or move 
(animals) together 2 to gather, lead, or drive as if in a herd <^ed his 
pupils into the halt} 

'herdsman /-man/ n a manager, breeder, or lender of livestock 
'here /hia/ adv 1 m or at this place (turn ~> - often interjectional, csp 
in answering a roll call 2 at or in this point or particular ('^ we agree} 
3 to this place or position (come > 4 - used when introducing, offering, 
or drawing attention she comes) <- is the news} (^, take it} 5 - 
used inter)ectionally to attract attention < - , what’s all this^ [ME, fr OE 
hen akin to OHG hier here, OE he he] • here goes - used to express 
resolution at the outset of a bold act, infml - here’s to - used when 
drinking a toast - here, there, and everywhere scattered lavishly about - 
here we go again the same distressing events are repeating themselves - 
here you are 1 here is what you wanted 2 you have arnved - neither 
here nor there of no consequence, irrelevant 
‘here adj 1 - used for emphasis, esp after a demonstrative (this hook 
^ } (ask my son — > 2 - used for emphasis between a demonstrative and 
the following noun, substandard (this ^ book} 

’here n this place or point (full up to ^ > 

'herea, bouts /-.v.bowts/ adv m this vicinity 

'.here'after /-.'ahfta/ adv 1 after this 2 in some future time or state 
’.here'afteif n, otten L,dp 1 the future 2 an existence beyond earthly 
life 

.here and ‘now n the immediate present (lived in the ^ without 
regard for the future; 

.here and 'there adv 1 in one place and another 2 from iimf to 

IIMF 

hereby /hia'bie, 'hia-/ adv by this means or pronouncement (I declare 
her elected} 

hereditament /.heri'ditamant/ n (real) property that can be inherited 
[ML hereditamentum, fr I L hereditare, fr I hered-, heres] 
hereditary /hi'rcdit(3)n/ adj la genetically transmitted or transmissible 
from parent to offspnng b charactenstic of one's predecessors, ancestral 
pride} 2a received or passing by inheritance b having title through 
inhentance peer} 3 traditional <'^ enemy} 4 of inhentance or 
heredity - hereditarily adv 

heredity /hi'rediti/ n 1 the sum of the qualities and potentialities 
genetically denved from one’s ancestors 2 the transmission of qualities 
from ancestor to descendant through a mechanism lying pnmanly in the 
chromosomes [MF heredite, fr L hereditat-, hereditas, fr hered-, heres 
heir - more at mlir] 

Hereford /’henlad/ n any of an English breed of red hardy beef cattle 
with white faces and markings [Hereford, county of England] 
herein /hia'nn/ adv m this - fml 

.herein'after /-’ahfta/ adv in the following part of this writing or 
dixrument - fml 

hereof /hia'rov/ adv of this - fml 
herebn /hia'ron/ adv on this - fml 

hereeierch /hi'rcezi,ahk/ n an originator or chief advocate of a heresy 
[LL haeresiarcha, fr LGk hairesiarches, fr haircsis ♦ Gk -arches 
-arch] 

heresy /'herasi/ n 1 (adherence to) a religious belief or doctn* v < ontrary 
to or incompatible with an explicit church dogma 2 an opinion or 
doctnne contrary to generally accepted belief [ME heresie, fr OF, fr LL 
haeresis, fr LGk hairesis, fr Gk, action of taking, choice, sect, fr hairein 
to take] 

heretic /'hcratik/ n 1 a dissenter from established church dogma; esp a 
baptized member of the Roman Catholic church who disavows a revealed 
truth 2 one who dissents from an accepted belief or doctnne [ME 
(h)eretik, fr MF (h)eretique, fr LL haereticus, fr LGk hairetikos, fr Gk, 
able to choose, fr hairein] - heretic, heretical /hi'retiki/ adj, hereticilly 
adv 

hereto /hia'tooh/ adv to this matter or document - fml 
heretofore /.hiatooh'faw/ adv up to this time; hitherto -- fml 
hereunder /hia'runda/ adv under or m accordance with this wnting or 
document - fml 


hereunto /.hiarun'tooh/ adv to this - fml 

hereupon /.hiara'pon/ adv 1 on this matter (if all are agreed ^>2 
immediately after this (let us adjourn} 

herewith /hia'widh/ adv 1 hereby 2 with this, enclosed in this - 
fml 

heritable /'hentabi/ adj 1 capable of being inhented 2 hereditary 
la, 2a - heritahility /.hentaliibti/ n 
heritage /'hentij/ n 1 sthg transmitted by or acquired from a prede- 
cessor, a legacy (a nch ^ of folklore} 2 a birthnght (the of natural 

freedom} [ME, fr MF, fr henter to inhent, fr LL hereditare, fr L hered-, 
heres heir - more at heir] 
heritor /'henta/ n an inhentor 

herl /huhl/ n a barb of a feather used in tying an artificial fishing fly [ME 
herle] 

hermaphrodite /huh'mafradiet/ n 1 an animal or plant having both 
male and female reproductive organs 2 sthg that is a combination of 2 
usu opposing elements [ME hermofrodite, fr L hermaphroditus, fr Gk 
hermaphroditos, fr Hermaphrodites, mythological son of Hermes and 
Aphrodite who became joined in body with the nymph Salmacis] - 
hermaphrodite adj, hermaphroditism n, hermaphroditic /-.mafro'dietik/ 
adj, hermaphroditically adv 

hermaphrodite brig n a 2-masted vessel with square sails on the 
foremast and fore-and-aft sails on the after mast 
hermeneutics /.huhms'nyoohtiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr (the 
study oO the principles and methodology of Biblical interpretation [Gk 
hcrmeneutike, fr fern of hermeneutikos interpretative, fr hermeneuein to 
interpret, fr hermeneus interpreter] - hermeneutic, hermeneutical adj 
hermetic /huh'metik/ also hermetical /-kl/ adj 1 often cap of or relating 
to the Gnostic and alchemical writings attnbuted to Hermes Tnsmegistus 
2a airtight seal} b impervious to external influences 3 often cap 
abstruse, recondite - infml [NL heimeticus, fr Hermet-, Hermes Tris- 
megistus (fr Gk Hermes tnsmegistos, lit , Hermes thnee-greatest), legend- 
ary author of mystical & alchemical works, (2) fr the belief that Hermes 
Tnsmegistus invented a magic seal to keep vessels airtight] - hermetically 
adv 

hermetic ism /huh'meta,siz(9)m/ n, often cap (adherence to) a system 
of ideas based on hermetic teachings - hermeticiat n 
hermetism /’huhma,tiz(3)m/ n, often cap hermeticism - hermetist n 
hermit /'huhmit/ n 1 one who retires from society and lives in solitude, 
csp for religious reasons 2 a recluse [ME eremite, fr OF, fr LL eremita, 
fr LGk eremita, fr Gk. adj, living in the desert, fr eremia desert, fr eremos 
lonely - more at retina] - hermitism n, bermitic /huh'mitik/ adj 
'hermitage /-tij/ n 1 the habitation of one or more hermits 2 a secluded 
resiutn.'c or pnvate retreat, a hideaway 
'hermit crab n any of numerous chiefly manne 10-legged crustaceans 
that have soft abdomens and occupy the empty shells of gastropod 
molluscs defence 

hernia /'huhni-a, -nya/ n, pi hernias, hemlae /-ntee/ a protrusion of 
(part oO an organ through a wall of its enclosing cavity (e g the abdomen) 
[L - more at yarn] - hernial adj, herniated /-ni,aytid/ adj 
hero /’hiaroh/ n, pi heroes la a mythological or legendary figure often 
of divine descent endowed with great strength or ability b an illustrious 
warrior c a person, esp a man, admired for noble achievements and 
qualities (e g courage) 2 the pnncipal male character in a hterary or 
dramatic work [L heros, fr Gk herds] - heroize vt 
heroic /hi'roh ik/ also heroical /-kl/ adj 1 of or befitting heroes 2a 
•.howing or marked by courage b grand, noble 3 of impressive size, 
power, or effect, potent 4 of heroic verse - heroically adv 
he.roic 'couplet n a rhyming couplet in iambic pentameter 
heroics n pi l heroic verse 2 extravagantly grand behaviour or 
language 

he.roic 'verse n the verse form employed in epic poetry (e g the heroic 
couplet in English) 

heroin /'heroh-in/ n a strongly physiologically addictive narcotic made 
from, but more potent than, morphine [fr Heroin, a trademark) - 
beroinism n 

heroine /'heroh in/ n la a mythological or legendary woman having the 
qualities of a hero b a woman admired for her noble achievements and 
qualities, esp courage 2 the pnncipal female character in a literary or 
dramatic work [L herotna, fr Gk heroine, fern of herds] 
heroism /'heroh,iz(o)m/ n heroic conduct or qualities, esp extreme 
courage 

heron /'heran/ n, pi herons, esp collectively heron any of various 
long-necked long-legged wadmg birds with a long tapenng bill, large 
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wings, and soft plumage [ME haroun, fr MF huron, of Gmc origin; akin 
to OHG hagaro heron. Gk krizcin to creak, OHG scnan to scream] 
'heronry Ah/ n a place where herons breed 

'hero .worship n 1 veneration of a hero 2 foolish or excessive admira- 
tion for sby - hero-worship vt, hero-worshipper n 
herpes Ahubpeez/ n herpes simplex or a similar inflammatory virus 
disease of the skin [L, fr Gk herpes, fr herpetn to creep - more at 
serpent] - herpetic /-'petik/ adj 

herpes simplex /'simpleks/ n a virus disease marked by groups of 
watery blisters on the skin or mucous membranes (e g of the mouth, lips, 
or genitals) [NL, lit., simple herpes] 
herpes zoster /'zosta/ n shingles [NL. lit., girdle herpes] 
herpet-, herpeto- comb form 1 reptile; reptiles <her- 
petoAuna) <herpeto/ogy> 2 herpes <herpet//bnii> [Gk herpeton, fr neut 
of berpetos creeping, fr herpein; (2) L herpet-, herpes] 
herpetology /.huhpi'tobji/ n zoology dealing with reptiles and amphib- 
ians - herpetologist n, herpetologic /-to'lojik/, herpetological adj, her- 
petologically adv 

Herr /heo/ a, pi Herren Aheoron, 'heran/ - used of a German-speaking 
man as a title equivalent to Mr [G] 

herrenvolk Aheran.folk/ n, often cap a master race; specif the German 
people according to the Nazis [G] 

herring Acring/ n, pi herring, esp for different types herrings a N 
Atlantic food fish that is preserved in the adult state by smoking or salting 
[ME henng, fr OE htering\ akin to OHG harinc herring] 
*'herring.bone /-.bohn/ n (sthg arranged in) a pattern made up of rows 
of parallel lines with any 2 adjacent rows slanting m opposite directions; 
esp a twilled fabnc decorated with this pattern 
^herringbone vt to make a herringbone pattern on ^ vi to ascend a 
(snow) slope by pointing the toes of the skis out 
'herring, bone .stitch n a needlework stitch that forms a zigzag 
pattern 

'herring .gull n a large gull of the northern hemisphere that ^ an adult 
IS largely white with a blue-grey mantle and dark wing tips life 
CYCLE 

hers /huhz/ pron, pi hers that which or the one who belongs to her - used 
without a following noun as a pronoun equivalent in meaning to the 
adjective her, compare phrases at mine 2 

herself /ha'self; medially often a-/ pron 1 that identical female person 
or creature - compare she 1, oneself; used reflcxivcly <s/ie considers ^ 
fucky\ for emphasis (she -- did it'^ (Britain - >. or in absolute construc- 
tions an orphan, she understood the situation^ 2 her normal seif 
(isn't quite 

hertz /hj^s/ n, pi hertz the SI unit of frequency equal to 1 cycle per 
second physics [Hciiinch Hertz tl894 G physicist] 

Hertzian wave Auhtsi-an, -syan/ n a radio wave of wavelength 
ranging from less than 1mm to more than 1km [Heinrich Hertz] 
he's /hiz, eez, iz, strong heez/ he is; he has 

hesitant /'hezit(a)nt/ adj tending to hesitate; irresolute - hcaitance. 
hesitancy n, hesitantly adv 

hesitate /'hezitayt/ vi 1 to hold back, esp in doubt or indecision 2 to 
be reluctant or unwilling to 3 to stammer [L haesitatus, pp of haesitare 
to stick fast, hesitate, fr haesus, pp of haerere to stick, akin to Lith gaiSti 
to loiter] - hesitater n, hesitatingly adv, hesitative adj, hesitation 
/,hezi'taysh(a)n/ n 

Hesperian /^es'pianon/ adj western, occidental - poetic [L Hespena, 
the west, fr Gk, fr fern of hesperios of the evening, western, fr hesperos 
evening - more at west] 

hesperidium /.hespo'ridi-am/ n, pi hesperldia Adi-a/ an o^ge or 
sinular fruit with a leathery rind and a pulp divided into sections [NL, 
orange, fr L Hespendes, mythological nymphs guarding a garden where 
golden apples grow, fr Gk] 

Hesperus Aesparas/ n evening star [L, fr Gk Hesperos] 
hessian Aesi-an/ n 1 a coarse heavy plain-weave fabric, usu of jute or 
hemp, used esp for sacking 2 a lightweight material resembling hessian 
and used chiefly in interior decoration [Hesse, region or state in SW 
Germany] 

'Hessian .fly n a small fly that is destructive to wheat in America 
hetaera /hi'tec*ara/ n, pi hetaeraa. hetacrsc /-'tb,ree/ a courtesan, esp 
in ancient Greece [Gk hetaira, lit., companion, fern of hetairos] - 
hetseriam n 

hater-, hctero- comb form other; different; abnormal <heterofflo/ph/c> 
[MF or LL; MF. fr LL. fr Gk, fr heteros; akin to Gk heis one - more at 
same] 

hetero Aetaroh/ n, pi heteroa a heterosexual 


.heterochro'matic /-kroh'matik/ adj 1 of or having different colours 
2 made up of vanous wavelengths or frequencies 3 of heterochromatin 
- heterochromatlam /-'krohmstizCajm/ n 

.hetero'chromatin /-'krohmotm/ n densely staining chromatin that 
appears as nodules in or along chromosomes and contains relatively few 
genes [G] 

'hetero.cjite /-,kliet/ adj 1 deviating from common forms or rules 2 of 
a noun irregular in declension [MF or LL; MF, fr LL heteroclitus, fr Gk 
heteroklitos, fr heter- ^ klinein to lean, inflect - more at 'lean] - 

heteroclite n 

.hetero'cyclic /-'siklik, -'sie-/ adj of, characterized by, or being a nng 
composed of atoms of more than 1 kind [ISV] - heterocyclic n, hete- 
rocycle /'hetaroh.sickl/ n 

'hatero,dox A,doks/ adj 1 contrary to or different from established 
doctrines or opinions, esp in matters of religion (a sermon} 2 holding 
opinions or doctnnes which are not orthodox [LL heterodoxus, fr Gk 
heterodoxos, fr heter- + doxa opinion - more at doxoiogy] - hetero- 
doxy n 

'hetero,dyne /-,dicn/ adj. of a radio signal, receiver, etc combining 2 
similar radio frequencies to produce a lower frequency or beat - hetero- 
dyne vt 

.heteroga'metic /-ga'metik/ adj forming 2 kinds of germ cells of which 
one produces male ofTspnng and the other female offspnng - heteroga- 
mete /.hetaroh'gamcct/ n 

haterogamy Aheta'rogomi/ n (the condition of having) sexual reproduc- 
tion involving fusion of unlike gametes - heterogamous adj 
heterogeneous Ahetara'jecni as, -nyas/ adj consisting of dissimilar 
ingredients or constituents, disparate [ML heterogeneus, heterogenus, fr 
Gk heterogenes, fr heter- genos kind - more at kin] - heterogeneously 
adv, heterogeneousness n, heterogeneity /-rohja'nec ati/ n 
.hetero'genesis A'jeimis/ n aliirnation of olnlrations [NL] - 
heterogenetic /-ja'netik/ adj 

heterogony /.heta'rogam/ n aitlrnahon of oFNFRArioNs 
heterograft /’hctaroh.grahft/ n u graft of tissue taken from a donor of 
one species ond grafted into a recipient of another species 
heterologous Aheta'robgas/ adj derived from a different species 
transplants} - heterologously adv 

heteromorphic /.hetaroh'mawfik/, heteromorphous /-fas/ adj exhibit- 
ing diversity of form or forms <-^ pairs of chromosomes} [ISV] - 

heteromorphfsm n 

heteronomy /.het^'ronami/ n subjection to the law or domination of 
another; esp a lack of moral freedom or self-determination - compare 
autonomy [Aefer- 4 -nomy (as in autonomy)] - heteronomous adj 
heteronym Aet3roh,nim/ n any of 2 or more words spelt alike but 
different in meaning and pronunciation (c g sow the noun and sow the 
verb) - heteronymous /.heta’rommas/ adj 
.hetero'sexual /-'seksyoo(a)l, -sh(a)l/ adj or n (of or being) sby having 
a sexual preference for members of the opposite sex - compare homosex • 
UAL [ISV] - heterosexually adv, heterosexuality A.seksyoo'abti. 
-.sekshoo-/ n 

heterosis /.heta'rohsis/ n a marked vigour or capacity for growth often 
shown by crossbred animals or plants [NL] - heterotic /-'rotik/ adj 
heterotrophic Ahetaroh'trohfik/ adj needing complex organic com- 
pounds for essential metabolic processes - compare autotrophic - 
heterotrophically adv, heterotroph /'hetaroh.trohf/ n 
.hetero'zygote /-'ziegoht, -'zigoht/ n an animal, plant, or cell having 
dissimilar alleles (e g 1 dominant and 1 recessive) of a particular gene > 
compare homozyoote - heterozygous /-'rigas/ adj, heterozygosis 
/-zie'gohsis/ n, heterozygosity /-zie'gosati/ n 
,hst 'up adj highly excited, upset - infml \jiet, dial, past of heat] 
'hsuristic /.hyooo'ristik, hoy-/ adj 1 furthering investigation but other- 
wise unproved or unjustified (a ^ assumption} 2 of problem-solving 
techniques that proceed by trial and error ^ ^ computer program} [G 
heunstisch, fr NL beunsUcus, fr Gk heuriikein to discover; akin to Olr 
fuar 1 have found] - heuristically adv 
‘heuristic n the study or practice of heunstic method 
hew /hyooh/ vb hewed; hewed, hewn /hyoohn/ vt 1 to stnke, chop, or 
esp fell with blows of a heavy cutting instrument <^cd off a 
branch} ed down the tree} 2 to give form or shape to (as iO with heavy 
cutting blows - often + out (she ^ed out a career for herself} vi to 
make cutting blows [ME hewen, fr OE hiawan; akin to OHG houwan 
to hew, L cudere to beat] - hewer n 

'hex /heks/ vb, NAm vi to practise witchcraft vt to affect as if by an 
evil spell; jinx [PaG hexe, fr G hexen, fr hexe witch] - hexer n 
‘hex n, NAm 1 a spell, jinx 2 a witch 
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hexa<, hex* comb form 1 six <hexafiierous> 2 containing 6 atoms, groups, 
or chemical equivalents in the molecular structure (hexane) <hexa va/enr) 
[Gk, fr hex six - more at six] 

hexad /'heksad/ n a group or senes of 6 [LL hexad-, hexas, fr Gk. fr hex] 

- hexadic /hek'sadik/ adj 

hexadecimal /.heksa'desimi/ adj of or being a number system with a 
base of 16 

hexagon /'heksagan/ n a polygon of 6 angles and 6 sides 'jT matii- 
tMATics (Gk hexagonon, ncul of hexagonos hexagonal, fr hexa- < gonta 
angle - more at -oon] ~ hexagonal /hek'sagani/ adf, hexagonally adv 
hexagram /'heksagram/ n a 6-pointed star drawn by extending the sides 
of a regular hexagon [ISV] 

.hexa'hedron /-'heedran/ n, p! hexahedrons also hexahedra /-ra/ a 
polyhedron of 6 faces [LL. fr Gk hexaedron, fr neut of hexaedros of six 
surfaces, fr hexa- + hedra seat - more at sii] 

hexameter /hek'samita/ n a line of verse consisting of 6 metncai feel 
[L, fr Gk hexametron, fr neut of hexametros having six measures, fr hexa- 
-i metron measure - more at MFASimt] 
hexane /'heksayn/ n a volatile liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane senes, 
found in petroleum (ISV) 

hexapod /’heksa,pod/ n or adj (an insect) having 6 feet [Gk hexapod-, 
hexapous having six feet, fr hexa- + pod-, pou^ foot - more at fix>t] 
hexoae /'heksohs. -soh// n a monosaccharide (e g glucose) containing 6 
carbon atoms in the molecule [ISV] 

hexyl /'heks(a)l/ n an alkyl radical CtH,, denved from a hexane 
(ISV) 

’hey /hay/ interj -- used esp to call attention or to express inquiry, surpnsc. 

or exultation [ME] 

*hey n 'hay 

heyday /'hay.^V'j ' n the period of one's greatest vigour, prosperity, or 
fame [heyday, inlerj expressing usu joy or exultation, fr earlier heyda, 
alter of 'hey] 

hey presto /,hay 'prestoh/ mterj - used as an expression of tnumph or 
satisfaction on completing or demonstrating sthg, esp used by conjurers 
about to reveal the outcome of a tuck 

hi /hie/ inteij - used esp to attract attention or, esp in the USA, as a 
greeting [ME hy] 

’hiatus /hie'aytas/ n la a break, gap b an (abnormal) anatomical gap or 
passage 2a a lapse in continuity b the occurrence of 2 vowel sounds 
together without pause or intervening consonantal sound [L, fr hiatus, pp 
of hiare to yawn - more at yawn] 

‘hiatus adj 1 involving a hiatus 2 of a hernia having a part that protrudes 
through the oesophageal opening of the diaphragm 
hibernal /hie'buhnl/ adj of or (Kxumng in winter 
hibernate /'hicbanayt/ vi 1 to pass the winter in a torpid or resting state 

- compare ai-stivaif 2 to be or become inactive or dormant [L 
hihematus, pp of hibcniarc to pass the winter, fr hibcmus of winter, akin 
to L hiems winter, Gk cheimon] - hibernator n. hibernation 
/,hiebo'naysh(a)ii/ n 

Hibernian /hie'buhm an, -nyan/ adj (charactcnsiic) of Ireland chiefly 
poetic [L Hihemia Ireland] - Hibernian n 

hibiscus /hicTjiskas/ n any of a genus of herbaceous plants, shrubs, or 
small trees of the mallow family with large showy flowers [NL, genus 
name, fr L, marshmallow] 

’hiccup also hiccough /'hikup/ n 1 a spasmodic involuntary inhalation 
with closure of the glottis accompanied by a characteristic sharp sound 
2 an attack of hiccuping - usu pi but sing or pi in constr 3 chiefly Br 
a bncf interruption or breakdown, a hitch <a mistake due toa --- in the 
computer} - infml [imit] 

‘hiccup also hiccough v; -p-, -pp- to make a hiccup or hicc • 
hick /hik/ n, chiefly NAm an unsophisticated provincial person [Hick, 
nickname for Richard] - hick adj 

’hickey /'hiki/ #», chiefly NAm a gadget, object [ongin unknown] 
‘hickey n, chiefly NAm a lovebite [ongin unknown] 
hickory /'hikan/ n (the usu tough pale wood oO any of a genus of N 
Amencan hardwood trees of the walnut family that often have sweet 
edible nuts [short for obs pokahickory, fr pawcohiccora food prepared 
from pounded nuts (in some Algonquian language of Virginia)] - hickory 
adj 

hidalgo /hi'dalgoh/ n, pi hidalgos often cap a member of the lower 
nobility of Spam [Sp] 

hidden /'hid(a)n/ adj 1 out of sight; concealed 2 obscure, unex- 
plained 

’hide /hied/ n any of various former English units of land area based on 


the amount of land that would support I free family and dependants 
(ME, fr OE higid] 

‘hide vb hid /hid/; hidden /hid(a)n/, hid vt 1 to put out of sight, conceal 
2 to keep secret <hid the news from his parents} 3 to screen from view 
ihouse hidden by trees} ^vi 1 to conceal oneself 2 to remain out of sight 

- often 4 out [ME hiden, fr OE hydan-, akin to Gk keuthein to conceal, 
OE hyd hide, skin] - hider n 

‘hide n, chiefly Br a camouflaged hut or other shelter used for observation, 
esp of wildlife or game 

*hide n the raw or dressed skin of an animal - used esp with reference to 
large heavy skins [ME, fr OE hyd, akin to OHG hut hide, L cutis skin, 
Gk kytos hollow vessel] - hide or/nor hair the least vestige or trace - 
infml ^hadn’t seen hide or hair of his wife for 20 years^ 
'hide*and-,seek n a children’s game in which one player covers his/her 
eyes and then hunts for the other players who have hidden themselves 
‘hide, away /-3.way/ n a retreat, hideout 
‘hide,bound /-.bownd/ adj narrow or inflexible in character 
hideous /’hidi-as/ adj 1 offensive to the senses, esp the sight; exceedingly 
ugly 2 morally offensive, shocking [alter of ME hidous, fr OF, fr hisde, 
hide terror] • hideously adv, hideousness n 
hideout /'hicd.owt/ n a place of refuge or concealment 
‘hidey-.hole, hidy-hole /hiedi/ n a hideout -- infml [alter of earlier 
hiding-hole] 

’hiding /'hiedmg/ n a state or place of concealment (go into ^ } 
‘hiding n a beating, thrashing (gave him a good ^>, also a severe defeat 

- infml [fr gerund of hide (to flog), fr *hide] 

hidroais /hi'drohsis/ n sweating [NL, fr Gk hidrosis, fr hidroun to 
sweat, fr hidros sweat] - hidrotie A’drotik/ adj 

hie /hie/ vb hying, hieing archaic to hurry [ME hien, fr OE higian to 
stnve, hasten, akin to OSw hikka to pant, Skt sighra quick] 
hier-, hiero- comb form sacred, holy (hierofo^y) [LL, fr Gk, fr hieros - 
more at irf] 

hierarchical Ahie-aVahkikl, ,hia-/, hierarchic adj of or arranged in a 
hierarchy - hierarchically adv 

hierarchy /’hic arahki, 'hiaV n 1 (church government by) a body of 
clergy organised according to rank, specif the bishops of a province or 
nation 2 a graded or ranked senes [ME lerarchie, fr MF lerarchie, 
hierarchic, fr ML hierarchia, fr LGk, ft Gk hierarches high pnest] 
.hie'ratic A'ratik/ adj 1 of or wntten in a simplified form of ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphics 2 (characlenstic) of a pnest, esp in dignity or 
stateliness of manner [L hieraticus pnestly, fr Gk hieratikos, denv of 
hieros] - hieratically adv 

hieroglyph /'hie ara,glif, 'hiara-/ n a pictonal character used in hicro- 
glvphics - compare idfxxjram [F hieruglyphe, fr MF, back-formation ft 
hiemk'vphique] 

.hieroglyphic /-fik/ , hieroglyphical AkI/ adj 1 wntten in, constitut- 
ing. belonging to. or insenbed with a system of wnting mainly in 
hieroglyphs 2 difficult to decipher [MF hieroglyphique, ft LL hierr^ly- 
pnicus, fr Gk hiervglyphikos, fr hier- + glyphein to carve - more at 
Cl favf] - hieroglyphically adv 

hieroglyphics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 a system of hieroglyphic 
wnting, specif the picture senpt of vanous ancient peoples (c g the 
Egyptians) 2 sthg like hieroglyphics, esp in being difficult to deapher 
hierophant /'hie-ara.fant/ n 1 a pnest in ancient Greece responsible for 
initiation ntes, esp to Eleusis 2 an expositor, interpreter - fml [LL 
hierophanta, fr Gk hierophantes, ft hier- phainein to show] - hiero- 
phantic /.hic-ara'fantik/' adj 

hi-fi Ahic ,fie. ,hie Tie/ n 1 high fidllify 2 equipment for the 
high-fidelity reproduction of sound USE infml 
higgledy-piggledy /.higldi 'pigldi/ adv in confusion; topsy-turvy - 
infml [origin unknown] - higgledy-piggledy adj 
’high /hie/ adj la extending upwards for a considerable or above average 
distance (rooms with ceilings} b situated at a considerable height 
above a base (eg the ground) (a plateau} c of physical activity 
extending to or from, or taking place at a considerable height above, a base 
(e g the ground or water) diving} d having a specified elevation; tall 
<6 feet ^> - often in combination (sky-high) 2 at the penod of 
culmination or fullest development (^ summer} (^ Gothic} 3 elevated 
in pitch (a ^ note} 4 relatively far from the equator (^ latitudes} 5 
of meat, esp game slightly decomposed or tainted 6a exalted in character; 
noble (^ principles} b good, favourable (has a very opinion of her} 
7 of greater degree, amount, cost, value, or content than average (^ 
pnees} (food in iron} 8a foremost in rank, dignity, or standing (-^ 
officials} b cntical, climactic (the ^ point of the novel is the escape} c 
marked by sublime or heroic events or subject matter (^ tragedy} 9 
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forcible, strong windsy 10a showing elation or excitement (fccbngs 
ni/i b intoxicated by alcohol or a drug 11 advanced in complexity, 
development, or elaboration <-er nerve cenfresX^er mathemat- 
ics> <'^ technology} 12 of a vowel close 2b 13 of a gear designed for 
fast speed 14 of words expressive of anger 15 ngidly traditionalist <a « 
Tory}', specif high church [ME, fr OE heah\ akin to OHG hoh high, 
L cacumen point, top] - highly adv > on one's high horse stubbornly or 
disdainfully proud <^ve up trying to reason with him when he got on 
his high horse) 

*high adv at or to a high place, altitude, or degree (threw the ball ^ m 
the air} 

’high/} 1 a region of high atmospherK pressure 2 a high point or level, 
a height (sales have reached a new ^ > 3 NAm top 4 - on high in or 
to a high place, esp heaven 
high altar n the pnnapal altar in a church 

.high and 'dry adv 1 out of the water 2 m a helpless or abandoned 
situation; without recourse 

.high and 'low adv everywhere (hunted but could not find the 
nng} 

,high*and*'mighty adj arrogant, impenous 

highball /'hie.bawl/ n a drink of spirits (e g whisky) and water or a 
carbonated beverage, served with ice in a tall glass 
.high'born /•'bawn/ adj of noble birth 
'high, boy A, boy/ n, NAm tallboy 1 

'high,brow /-.brow/ adj dealing with, possessing, or having pretensions 
to superior intellectual and cultural interests or activities (a ^ radio 
programme} - highbrow n, highbrowed adj, highbrowism n 
high camp adj or n (marked by) a sophisticated form of camp style or 
behaviour 

'high .chair n a child's chair with long legs, a footrest, and asu a feeding 
tray 

.High 'Church adj tending, in the Anglican church, towards Roman 
Catholicism in liturgy, ceremonial, and dogma - High Churchman n 
.hlgh*'clasa adj supenor, first-class 
,high-'colourad adj florid 2 

.high com'mand n the supreme headquarters of a military force 
.high com'misaionar n a pnncipal commissioner, esp an ambassa- 
dorial representative of one Commonwealth country stationed in 
another 

.High 'Court n the lower branch of the Supreme Court of Judicature of 
England and Wales law 

High Court of Justiciary n the supenor cnminal court of Scotland 
dealing with treason, murder, rape, and all cases involving heavy penal- 
ties. and with appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal — law 
.High 'Dutch n 1 high german 2 Dutch of the Netherlands rather 
than Afrikaans 

.high-'energy adj yielding a relatively large amount of energy when 
undergoing hydrolysis phosphate bonds in ATF} 
higher criticiam n the cntical study of biblical wntings, esp to 
determine their sources - compare lower criticism - higher critic n 
.higher edu'catlon n education beyond the secondary level, at a college 
or university 

,higher-'up n a person occupying a supenor rank or position - infml, 
compare high-up 

highest common factor n the largest integer or the polynomial of 
highest degree that is an exact divisor of each of 2 or more integers or 
polynomials 

high explosive n an explosive (e g TNT) that explodes with extreme 
rapidity and has a shattering effect 

.highfa'Iutin /-fa'loohtin/ adj pretentious, pompous (written^ in a ^ 
style} - infml [perh fr high + alter, of fluting, prp of flute] 

.high 'fashion n 1 the latest in fashion or design 2 haute couture 
high fidelity n the faithful reproduction of sound - high-fldelity adj - 
.high 'finance n (the major financial institutions engaged in) large and 
complex financial operations 

.high-'flier, high-flyer n a person who shows extreme ambition or 
outstanding promise 

,htgh-'flown adj 1 excessively ambitious or extravagant 2 excessively 
elaborate or inflated; pretentious rhetoric} 

.high-flying adj 1 rising to considerable height 2 marked by extrava- 
gance, pretension, or excessive ambition 
.high 'gaar n rop gear 2 

.High 'Qarman n German as used in S and central Germany 
.high- grads 1 ofsuperior grade or quality bonds} 2Mngnear 
the upper or most favourable extreme of a specifled range 


,high-'handed adj overbeanngly arbitrary - high-handedly adv, 
high-handedness n 

.High Holiday n either of 2 important Jewish holidays a rosh 

HASHANAH b YOM KIPPUR 

.high 'jinks /jmgks/ n pi high-spirited fun and games 
‘high .jump n (an athletic field event consisting oO a jump for height over 
a bar suspended between upnghts - high jumper n, high Jumping n - for 
the high jump about to receive a severe repnmand or punishment 
highland /'hiebnd/ n high or mountainous land - usu pi with sing 
meaning - highland adj, highlander n 

Highland adj 1 of the Highlands of Scotland 2 relating to or being a 
member of a shaggy long-haired breed of hardy beef cattle - High- 
lander n 

.Highland 'fling n a lively solo Scottish folk dance 
'Highlands n pi the northwest mountainous part of Scotland 
,high-'level adj I occurring, done, or placed at a high level 2 of high 
importance or rank <— diplomats} 3 of a computer language having each 
word equal to several machine code instructions and being easily under- 
standable to humans 

high .life n luxunous living associated with the rich 
''high, light /-.liet/ n 1 the lightest spot or area (c g in a painting or 
photograph) 2 an event or detail of special significance or interest <^s 
from the week's news} 3 a contrasting bnghter part in the hair or on the 
face that reflects or gives the appearance of reflecting light 
’'high, light vt la to focus attention on, emphasize b to emphasize (e g 
a figure) with light tones in painting, photography, etc 2 to give highlights 
to - highlighter n 

highly /'hicli/ adv 1 to a high degree, extremely < delighted} 2 with 
approval, favourably (speak - of someone} 

.highly-'strung, high-strung adj extremely nervous or sensitive 
.high 'mass n, often cap H&.M an elaborate sung mass 
,high-'minded adj having or marked by elevated principles and feelings 

- high-mindedly adv, high-mindedness n 

Highness /'hienis/ n - used as a title for a person of exalted rank (c g 
a king or pnnee) [‘high ^ -nlss] 

.high-'oetane adj having a high octane number and hence good antik- 
nock properties < petrol} 

.high-'pitched adj 1 having a high pitch /a — voices 2 marked by or 
exhibiting strong feeling, agitated (a ^ election campaign'^ 
high polymer n a polymer (eg poly’Sfyrene) of high molecular 
weight 

,high-'powered also high-power adj having great dnve, energy, or 
capacity, dynamic <— executives} 

,high-'pressure adj 1 having or involving a (comparatively) high 
pressure, esp greatly exceeding that of the atmosphere 2a using, involv- 
ing, or being aggressive and insistent sales techniques <~ selling} b 
imposing or involving severe strain or tension <— occupations} 

.high 'priest n \ a chief priest, esp of the ancient Jewish Levitical 
pnesthood 2 the head or chief exponent of a movement - high priest- 
hood n 

.high 'priestess n 1 a chief pnestess 2 the female head or chief 
exponent of a movement 

.high re'lief n sculptural relief m which at least half of the circumference 
of the design stands out from the surrounding surface - compare 
BAS-RELIEF 

, high-rise adj (situated in a building) constructed with a large number 
of storeys <- flats} blocks} - high rise n 
'high,road /-.rohd/ n 1 the easiest course to(thc - to success} 2 chiefly 
Br a mam road 

'high .school n 1 chiefly Br secondary schck)l;esp grammar school 2 

- now chiefly in names 2 NAm a scjhool usu for pupils aged 
about IS- 18 

.high sea n the part of a sea or ocean outside territorial waters - usu pi 
with sing, meaning 

.high-’sounding adj pompous, but meaningless 
.high-speed adj 1 (adapted to be) operate^ at high speed 2 relating to 
the production of photographs by very shtm exposures 
.high-'spirited adj characterized by a bold or lively spint; also 
highly-strung (a ~ horse} - high-spiritedly adv, hlgh-spiritedness n 
'high^ppot /-.spot/ n the most important or enjoyable feature of sthg (the 

- of his political career} 

'high-.stepping adj, of a horse lifling the feet high - high-stepper n 
'high .street n, Br a main or pnncipal street, esp containing shops 
.high-'strung adj highly-strung 

high table n, often cap HAT a dining-room table, usu on a platform. 
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used by the masters and fellows of a Bntish college, or at a formal dinner 
or reception (c g by distinguished guests) 

'high, tail /-.tayl/ vi, chiefly NAm to move away at full speed - often 

+ It 

.high 'tea n, Br a fairly substantial early evening meal (at which tea is 
served) - compare tla 4b 

.high 'tech /tek/ n 1 a style of interior decoration involving the use of 
industnal building materials, fittings, etc 2 high technology - high tech 
adj 

,high-'tension adj having a high voltage, also relating to apparatus to 
be used at high voltage 

.high 'tide n 1 (the time oO the tide when the water reaches its highest 
level 2 the culminating point; the climax 

,high*'toned adj high in social, moral, or intellectual quality, digni- 
fied 

.high 'treason n treason 2 

.high-'up n a person of high rank or status ~ infml, compare hu'iHEh-i i> 

- high-up adj 

.high 'water n high tidi 1 

,high-'water .mark n 1 a mark showing the highest level reached by 
the surface of a body of water 2 the highest point or stage 
'high.way /-.way/ n 1 a public way, esp a main direct road 2 a 
busbar 

.highway 'code n, oBen cap H&C, Br the official code of rules and 
advice for the safe use of roads 

'highwayman /-man/ n a (mounted) robber of travellers on a road, esp 
in former times 

hijack, high-jack /'hiejak/ vt la to stop and steal from (a vehicle in 
transit) b to seize control of, and often divert, (a means of transpt»rt) by 
force (gunmen ~ed a plane bound for Frankfurt^ 2 to steal, rob, or 
kidnap a\ it by h:jacktng [origin unknown] - hijack n, hijacker n 
'hike /liiek/ vi to go on a hike [hike, vl, to jerk, pull, perh akin to 'hitch] 

- hiker n 

*hike n 1 a long walk in the a)untry, esp for pleasure or exercise 2 chiefly 
NAm an increase or rise (a new wage ^ > 

hike up w, chiefly NAm to move, pull, or raise with a sudden movement 
(hiked himself up on the waif) - infml 
hilar /'hieb/ adj of, relating to. or located near a hilum 
hilarious /hriean<as/ ad} marked by or causing hilarity [irreg fr L 
hilarus, hilans cheerful, fr Gk hilaros] - hilariously ndv, hilarious- 
ness n 

hilarity /hi'larati/ n mirth, mernment 

Hilary term /’hibn/ n the Oxford university term beginning in January 
[St Hilary t367 F bishop, whose feast day is 13 January] 

'hill /hil/ n 1 a usu rounded natural rise of land lower than a mountain 
2 an artificial heap or mound (e g of earth) 3 an esp steep slope [MF. 
fr OE hyll, akin to L collis hill, culmen top] - hilly adj - over the hill past 
one’s pnme, loo old 

'hill vt to draw earth round the roots or base of (plants) 
hillbilly /'hil.bili/ n, chiefly NAm a person from a remote or culturally 
unsophisticated area ['hill 4 Billy, nickname for \^llllam] 
hill climb n a race for cars, motorcycle's, etc up a hill side 
'hill.fort /-.fawt/ n a fortified hilltop characteristic of Iron Age settle- 
ments in W Europe 

hillock /'hibk/ n a small hill ~ hillocky adj 

hilt /hilt/ n a handle, esp of a sword or dagger [ME, fr OE, akin to OE 
hedit lame - more at 'hali] - to the hilt completely 
hilum /"hiebm/ n, pi hila /-b/ la a scar on a seed (c g a bean) marking 
the point of attachment of the ovule to its stalk h the nucleus of a starch 
gram 2 a notch, opening, etc in a bodily part, usu where a vessel, nerve, 
etc enters [NL, fr L, tnflej 

him /him/ pron, objective case of he - compare phrases at me 1 [ME. 
fr OE, dat of he he - more at hl] 

himation /hi'mati,on/ n an ancient Greek rectangular garment of cloth 
draped about the body and over the left shoulder [Gk, fr hennynai to 
clothe - more at wear] 

himself /him'self; medially often im-/ pron la that identical male person 
or creature - compare he I, onesei f; used rcflexively (he considers - 
lucky}, for emphasis (he did it}, or in absolute constructions 
unhappy, he understood the situation} b - used rellexivcly when the sex 
of the antecedent is unspecified (everyone must fend for ^} 2 his normal 
self (isn't quite ^ today} 3 chiefly NAm oneself - used with one (one 
should wash ^ > 

HInayana Aheena'yahna/ n Theravada [Skt hinayana, lit., lesser 
vehicle] - Hinayanlit n, HInayanistic /-yah'nistik/ adj 


'hind /hiend/ n, pi hinds also hind a female (red) deer - compare hart 
[ME. fr OE, akin to OHG hinta hind, Gk kemas young deer] 

’hind adj situated at the back or behind, rear [ME, prob back-formation 
fr OE hinder, adv, behind, akin to OHG hintar, prep, behind] 
'hind.brain /-.brayn/ n (the cerebellum, pons, and other parts of the 
adult brain that develop from) the rear of the 3 pnmary divisions of the 
embryonic vertebrate brain 

'hinder /'hmda/ vt 1 to retard or obstruct the progress of, hamper 2 to 
restrain, prevent - often 4 from [ME hindren, fr OE hindnan, akin to 
OE hinder behind] - hinderer n 

’hinder /'hienda/ adj situated behind or at the rear; posterior [ME, fr OE 
hinder, adv] 

Hindi /'hindi/ n 1 a literary and official Indic language of N India 2 a 
complex of Indic dialects of N India USE ai phabet, i anouage 
[Hindi hindi, fr Hind India, fr Per] - Hindi adj 
hindmost /'hiend,mohst/ adj furthest to the rear, last 
hindquarter /.hemd'kwawta, 'heind.kwawta/ n 1 the back half of a side 
(of the carcass) of a quadruped 2 pi the hind legs (and adjoining 
structures) of a quadruped 

hindrance /'hindrans/ n 1 the action of hindenng 2 an impediment, 
obstacle 

hindsight /'hicnd.siet/ n the grasp or picture of a situation that one has 
after it has occurred - compare ioresight 

Hindu, archaic Hindoo /'hindooh, hin'dooh/ n an adherent of Hinduism 
[Per Hindu inhabitant of India, fr Hind India] - Hindu adj 
'Hindu.ism /-,iz(a)m/ n the dominant religion of India which involves 
belief in the illusory nature of the physical universe and in cycles of 
reincarnation, and is associated with a caste system of social organiza- 
tion 

'Hindustani /.hmdooh'stahm, -'stani/ n la group of Indic dialects of N 
India and Pakistan of which Hindi and Urdu are considered the mam 
written forms 2 a form of speech allied to Urdu but less divergent from 
Hindi [Hindi Hindustani, fr Per Hindustan India] 

’Hindustani adj of Hindustan, its people, or Hindustani 
'hinge /'hinj/ n la a jointed or flexible device on which a swinging part 
(e g a door or lid) turns b a flexible joint in which bones are held together 
by ligaments c a small piece of thin gummed paper used in fastening a 
postage stamp in an album 2 a point or pnnciple on which sthg turns or 
depends [ME heng, akin to MD henge hook, OE hangian to hang] 
’hinge vt to attach by or provide with hinges w 1 to hang or turn (as 
lO on a hinge (door outwards} 2 to depend or turn on a single 
consideration or point 

'hinny /’him/ n a hybnd offspnng of a stallion and a female ass - compare 
Moi I [L hinnus] 

’hinny hinnie n, Scot A N Eng dear lb [E dial., var of honey] 

'hint /hint/ n 1 a bnef practical suggestion or piece of advice <^s (br 
home decorators} 2 an indirect or veiled statement, an insinuation 3 a 
light indication or trace; a suggestion - usu « of (a ^ of irony in her 
voice} [prob alter of obs hent (act of seizing), fr hent (to seize)] 

’hint \t to indicate indirectly or by allusion (^cd that something was up} 
- VI to give a hint - hint at to imply or allude to (sthg) 
hinterland /'hmta.land/ n 1 a region lying inland from a coast 2 a 
region remote from urban or cultural centres [G, fr htnter hinder 4 
/and] 

'hip /hip/ n the ripened fruit of a rose [ME hipe, fr OE heope-, akin to 
OHG hiafo hip] 

’hip n la the projecting region at each side of the lower or rear part of the 
mammalian trunk formed by the pelvis and upper part of the thigh b hip 
JOINT 2 an external angle between 2 adjacent sloping sides of a roof 
ARCHiTECi L'RE [ME, fr OE hypc, akin to OHG huf hip, L cubitum 
elbow, cubare to he, Gk kybos cube, die, OE heah high - more at 
high] 

’hip ittterj ~ usu used to begin a cheer hooray} [ongin 

unknown] 

*hip adj -pp- keenly aware of or interested in the newest developments, 
broadly trendy - infml [alter, of hep, of unknown ongin] - hipness 
/-nis/ n 

'hip,bone /-.bohn/ n innominate bone anatomy 
'hip .flask n a flat flask, usu for holding spints, earned in a hip 
pocket 

'hip .joint n the joint between the femur and the hipbone ^3^ 
anatomy 

hipp-, hippo- comb form horse (hippop/ia^ous) [L, fr Gk, fr /iippos - 
more at equine] 
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hipped /hipt/ adj having hips, esp of a specified kind - often in 
combination <hr 0 iad-hipped> 

hippie, hippy /'hipi/ n a usu young person, esp dunng the 1960s, who 
rejected established mores, advocated a nonviolent ethic, and. in many 
cases, used psychedelic drugs; broadly a long-haired unconventionally 
dressed young person l*hip ^ -te] - hippiehood n. hippie adj, hippledom 
/-d(a)m/ n 

hippo Aipoh/ ii, p! hippos a hippopotamus - infml 
hippocampus /.hipoh'kampas/ n, pi hippocampi /-pie/ a curved elon- 
gated ridge of nervous tissue inside each hemisphere of the brain [NL, 
fr Gk hippokampos sea horse, fr hipp- kampos sea monster] - 
hippocampal adj 

Hippocratic oath /.hipalcratik/n an oath embodying a code of medical 
ethics [Hippocratic fr LL Hippocraticus, fr Hippocrates ta6377 bc Gk 
physician] 

hippodrome /*hip9drohm/ n 1 an arena for equestnan performances or 
circuses 2 a music hall, theatre, etc - esp in names [MF, fr L hippo- 
dromos, fr Gk, fr hipp- t dromos racecourse - more at dromedary] 
hippopotamus /.hipa'potamas/ n. pi hippopotamuses, hippopotami 
/-mie/ any of several large plant-eating 4-toed chiefly aquatic mammals, 
with an extremely large head and mouth, very thick hairless skin, and 
short legs [L, fr Gk hippopotamos, fr hipp- -f potatnos nver, fr pctesthai 
to fly, rush - more at feather] 

•hippua Ahipas/ comb form (-> n) horse - in genenc names, esp of 
extinct ancestors of the horse <£bhippus> [NL, fr Gk hippos - more at 
equine] 

hipatar AipsU/ n 1 sby who is unusually aware of and interested in new 
and unconventional patterns, esp m jazz 2 pi trousers that start from the 
hips rather than the waist [(1) *hip, (2) ^hip] 
hircine Auhsien/ adj goatlike [L hircinus, fr hircus he-goat] 

'hire /hieV n 1 payment for the temporary use of sthg 2 hinng or being 
hired [ME, fr OE hyr, akin to MD hure hire] 

‘hire vt la to engage the services of for a set sum a new crew) b to 
engage (he temporary use of for an agreed sum < ^ a half) 2 to grant the 
services of or temporary use of for a fixed sum themselves out} - 
hi’^r n 

'hireling /-hng/ n a person who works for payment, esp for purely 
mercenary motives - derog 

.hire 'purchase n, chiefly Bra system of paying for goods by instalments 
(bought their car on (signed a ^ agreementj 
hireute /huh'syooht/ adj covered with (coarse stift) hairs [L hirsutus\ 
akin to L horrere to bnstle, tremble - more at horror] - hiraufc' 
ness n 

hir'eu.tiem /-,tiz(3)m/ n excessive growth of hair 
'his /iz; strong hiz/ adj 1 of him or himself, esp as possessor 
house') ('^ tail), agent <- writings), or object of an action < confirma- 
tion) - used in titles of males <— Majesty) 2 chiefly NAm one’s - used 
with one (one’s duty to ^ public) [ME, fr OE, gen of he he] 

’hie /hiz/ pron, pi his that which or the one who belongs to him - used 
without a following noun as a pronoun equivalent in meaning to the 
adjective hts; compare phrases at mine 2 

Hispanic /hi'spanik/ adj (charactenstic) of Spam, Portugal, or Latin 
America [L htspanicus, fr Hispania Ibenan peninsula, Spam] - Hiapani- 
cism /-ni,siz(9)m/ n, Hiipaniciat /-ni^ist/ n, Hiapanicize /-ni,siez/ vt 
hispid Ahispid/ adj covered with bristles, stiff hairs, etc (a ~ plant) - 
compare pubescent 2 [L hispidus-, prob akin to L horrere] - hispidity 
/hi'spidati/ n 

hiss /his/ vi to make a sharp voiceless sound like a prolonged s, esp m 
disapproval ^ vr 1 to show disapproval of by hissing 2 to utter with a 
hiss [ME hissen, of imit ongin] - hits n 
hist /hist/ itttejj - used to attract attention [origin unknown] 
hist- /hist-/, histo- comb form tissue (\i\siology) [F. fr Gk histos ma$t» 
loom beam, web, fr histanai to cause to stand] 
histamine Aistamin/ n an amine that is a neurotransmitter in the 
autonomic nervous system and whose release under certain conditions 
causes an allergic reaction [ISV] - bistamlnic /.hista'minik/ adj 
hiatidine Aistadeen, -din/ n an amino acid that is a chemical base and 
is found in most proteins [ISV] 

histiocyte Aisti-asiet/ n a macrophage (that is not capable of indepen- 
dent movement) [Gk hktion wd> (dim. of histos) -v ISV -cyte] - 
hiattocyde /.histi-a’sitik/ adj 

histochemistry /.histoh'kemistri/ n histology in which chemical tech- 
niques are used in preparing tissues for microscopy [ISV] - hlstocbenical 
A'kemikl/ adj 


,histocom.pati'biiity /•kam.pao'bibti/ n a state of mutual tolerance 
that allows some tissues to be grafted effectively onto others 
histogram /'hisOgram/ n a diagram consisting of a senes of adjacent 
rectangles, the height and width of each rectangle being varied to 
represent each of 2 variables ^ statistics [history f -gram] 
histology /his'tobji/ n (anatomy that deals with) the organization and 
microscopic structure of animal and plant tissues [F histologic, fr hist- 
4 -logic -logy] - histologist /). histological /.hista'iojiki/ adj, histologic 
adj, histologically adv 

histone /'histohn/ n any of vanous proteins found associated with DNA 
in chromosomes [ISV] 

histopathology /.histohpa'thobji/ n (pathology concerned with) the 
tissue changes accompanying disease [ISV] - histopathologist n 
historian /hi'stawn an/ n a student or wnter of history 
historic /hi'stonk/ adj 1 (likely to be) famous or important in history 
(a — occasion) 2 of a tense expressive of past time 
historical /-kl/ adj la of or based on history b used in the past 2 
famous in history 3 diachronic <-> linguistics) 4 dealing with or 
representing the events of history (a novel) - historically adv 
historicism /hi'stonsiz(3)m/ n a theory that emphasizes the importance 
of history as a standard of value or determiner of events - historlcist adj 
or n 

historicity /.hiso'nsati/ n historical authenticity 
historico- comb form historical; historical and <histoncosoc'/a/> 
historic present n the present tense used to relate past events 
historiographer /.histon'ografa/ n a usu official writer of history [MF 
histonographeur, fr LL histonographus, fr Gk histnnographos. fr histona 
*■ graphein to wnte - more at carvf] 

.histori'ography /-ft/ n 1 the writing of history 2 the principles of 
histoncal wnting ~ historiographic /hi.stawn-a'grafik/ adj, historiogra- 
phical adj 

history^/'histsn/ /i 1 (a chronological record oO significant past events 
^ BRITISH 2a a treatise presenting systematically related natural 
phenomena (a — of Bntish birds) b an account of shy's medical, 
sociological, etc background 3 a branch of knowledge that records the 
past 4a past events (that’s all ^ now) b an unusual or interesting past 
(this goblet has a ^ ) c previous treatment, handling, or experience (L 
histona, fr Gk, inquiry, history, fr histor, istor knowing, learned, akin to 
Gk eidenai to know - more at wii] 

histrionic /.histn'onik/ adj 1 of actors, acting, or the theatre 2 deliber- 
ately affected, theatrical [LL histnonicus, fr L hist non-, hist no actor, 
alter of hister, fr Etruscan] - histrionically adv 
histrionics n pi but sing or pi in constr deliberate display of emotion for 
effect 

'hit /hit/ vb -tt-; hit vt la to reach (as iQ with a blow, strike / - the 
ball) ('^ by an attack of Hu) b to make sudden forceful contact with (the 
car^ the tree) 2a to bring into contact <-^ the stick against the railings) 
b to deliver, inflict (-^ a severe blow) 3 to have a usu detrimental effect 
or impact on hard by the drought) 4 to discover or meet, esp by 
chance (I seem to have ^ a snag) 5a to reach, attain (paces ^ a new 
high) b to cause a propelled object to strike (e g a target), esp for a score 
in a contest eof a batsman to score (runs) in cricket, also to score runs 
off a ball bowled by (a bowler) 6 to indulge in, esp excessively the 
bottle) 7 to arnvc at or in < - town) 8 to rob 9 chiefly NAm to kill vi 
1 to stnke a blow 2a to come into forceful contact with sthg b to attack 
(wondered where the enemy would ~ next) c to happen or arrive, esp 
with sudden or destructive force (the epidemic ~ that summer) 3 to 
come, esp by chance; arrive at or find sthg - ^ on or upon (-^ on a 
solution) USE {vt6&7) infml; [vt 8&9) slang [ME hitten, fr ON hitta 
to meet with, hit] - hit it off to get along well - infml - hit the jackpot 
to be or become notably and unexpectedly Successful - hit the nail on the 
bead to be exactly nght ~ hit the road to start on a journey - infml > 
hit the roof to give vent to a burst of angpr or angry protest - infml 
^hit n 1 a blow; esp one that strikes its target 2a a stroke of luck b sthg 
(e g a popular tune) that enjoys great success (the song was a big '^) 3 
a telling remark 4 a robbery 5 chiefly NAm an act of murder USE (4 
A 5) slang 

.hit-and-miss adj hit-or-miss 

.hit-and-run adj 1 being or involving a dnver who does not stop after 
cauiang damage or injury 2 involving rapid action and immediate 
withdrawal raids on coastal towns) 

'hitch /hich/ vt 1 to move by jerks 2 to catch or fasten (as iO by a hook 
or knot <~ed his horse to the top rail of the fence) - often + up 3 to 
solicit and obtain (a free lift) in a passing vehicle vi to hitchhike - mfml 
[ME hytehen] - hitcher n 
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’hitch o 1 a sudden movement or pull, a jerk (gave his trousers a ^ > 2 
a sudden halt or obstruction; a stoppage <a in the proceedings') 3 a 
knot used for a temporary fastening 4 NAm a period usu of military 
service - slang 

'hitch, hike /-.hick/ vi to travel by obtaining free lifts in passing vehicles 
- hitchhiker n 

'hither /'hidha/ adv to or towards this place - fml [ME hider, hither, fr 
OE hider, akin to Goth hidre hither, L citra on this side - more 
at hf] 

’hither adj NtAR 3a (the side of the hilf) - fml 
.hither and 'thither adv m all directions 
.hither'to /-'tooh/ adv up to this time, until now - fml 
Hitlerian /hit'lian-an/ adj of Adolf Hiller or his regime m Germany 
[Adolf Hitler tl945 G political leader] 

Hitlerism /'hitbri/(3)m/ n the nationalistic and lotalitanan pnnciples 
and policies of Adolf Hitler - Hitlerite /-ict/ /; or adj 
hit off vt to represent or imitate accurately 

,hit-or-'miss adj showing a lack of planning or forethought, haphaz- 
ard 

hit out VI 1 to aim violent blows at 2 to aim angry verbal attacks at, speak 
violently against 

'hit pa.rade n a group or listing of popular songs ranked in order of the 
number of records of each sold 

Hittite /'hitiet/ n a member of a people that established an empire in Asia 
Minor and Syria in the 2nd millennium bc, also their language [Hch 
Hitti, fr Hitt - Hittite adj 

’hive /hiev/ n 1 (a structure for housing) a colony of bees 2 a place full 
of busy occupants (a — ofmdu^try'^ (ME. fr OE hyf, akin to Gk kypellon 
cup. OE heah high - more at mKih) 

’hive vt to coWcet into a hive -- vi , of bees to enter and take possession 
of a hive 

hive off \t to separate from a group or larger unit; specif to assign (c g 
assets or responsibilities) to a subsidiary company or agency ^vi I to 
l)ccomc separated from a group, form a separate or subsidiary unit 2 to 
leave without warning <hivcd off at 4 30) - infml 
hives /hievz/ n pi but sing or pi in umstr urticana [ongin unknown] 
ho /hoh/ inteij 1 - used esp to attract attention to sthg specified (land 
^ ; 2 - used to express surpnse or triumph, compare iio-ho [ME] 
’hoar /haw/ adj hoary - fml [ME hor, fr OE har, akin to OHG her 
hoary] 

’hoar n frost lb [ME, hoariness, fr hor, adj] 

’hoard /hawd/ n 1 an often secret supply (c g of money or fexxi) stored 
up for preservation or future use 2 a cache of valuable archaeological 
remains [ME hord, fr OE; akin to Gk kysthos vulva, OE hydan to 
hide] 

’hoard vb to lay up a hoard (oO 

hoarding /'hawding/ n 1 a temporary fence put round a building site 
2 Br a large board designed to carry outdoor advertising [earlier hourd, 
hoard, prob deriv of OF hourt scaffold, platform] 

'hoarfrost /-,frost/ n irosi lb 

hoarse /haws/ adj 1 rough or harsh in sound, grating voice) 2 
having a hoarse voice with shouting) [ME hos, hors, fr OE has, akin 
to OE hat hot ~ more at iiui] - hoaraely ads, hoarseness n, hoarsen 
/'haws(a)n/ vb 

hoary /'hawn/ adj la grey or white with age. also grey-haired b having 
greyish or whitish hair, down, or leaves 2 impressively or venerably old, 
ancient 3 hackneyed (a ^ old Joke) - hoariness n 
’hoax /hohks/ vt to play a trick on. deceive [prob contr of hocus] - 

hoaxer n 

’hoax n an act of deception; a tnck (the warning about th^ bomb was 
a -> 

’hob /hob/ n, dial Br a goblin, elf [ME hobbe, fr Hobbe, nickname for 
Robert] 

’hob n 1 a ledge near a fireplace on which sthg may be kept warm 2 a 
honzontal surface either on a cooker or installed as a separate unit that 
contains heating areas on which pans are placed [ongin unknown] 
hobbit /'hobit/ n a member of an imaginary race of genial hole-dwellers 
that resemble small human beings [figure in novels by J R R Tolkien 
tl973 E writer] 

’hobble /hobl/ vi to move along unsteadily or with difficulty, esp to limp 
^vt 1 to cause to limp 2 to fasten together the legs of (e g a horse) to 
prevent straying; fetter [ME hMen, akin to MD hobbelen to turn, roll, 
(2) prob alter, of earlier hopple] 

’hobble n 1 a hobbling movement 2 sthg (e g a rope) used to hobble an 
animal 


hobbledehoy /.hobldi'hoy/ n an awkward gawky youth [origin 
unknown] 

’hobby /'hobi/ n a leisure activity or pastime engaged in for interest or 
recreation [short for hobbyhorse] - hobbyist n 
’hobby n a small Old World falcon that catches small birds while in flight 
[ME hohy, fr MF hobe] 

‘hobby.horse /-.haws/ n la figure of a horse fastened round the waist 
of a performer in a morns dance 2a a toy consisting of an imitation 
horse’s head attached to one end of a stick on which a child can pretend 
to ride b a toy horse on a merry-go-round c rocking horsb 3 a topic 
to which one constantly returns [arch hobby (small light horse), fr ME 
hoby, hobyn, prob fr Hobbin, nickname for Robin] 
hobgoblin /.hob'gobhn/ n 1 a goblin 2 a bugbear; bogey 2 
hobnail /'hob.nayl/ n a short large-headed nail for studding shoe soles 
[arch hoh (peg or stake used as a target in games)] - hobnailed adj 
hobnob /'hob.nob/ vj -bb- 1 to associate familiarly 2 to talk informally 
USE usu ^ with, infml [fr the obs phrase dnnk hobnob (to drink 
alternately to one another)] 

hobo /'hoh.boh/ n, pi hoboes also hobos 1 chiefly NAm a migratory 
worker 2 NAm tramp 1 [perh fr ho. bo (assumed to bc form of greeting 
between tramps)] 

Hobson's choice /'hobs(a)nz/ n an apparently free choice which offers 
no real alternative [prob fr Thomas Hobson tl631 E liveryman, who 
required every customer to take the horse nearest the door] 

’hock /hok/ n the tarsal joint of the hind limb of a horse or related 
quadruped that corresponds to the ankle in human beings anatomy 
[ME hoch, hough, fr OE hoh heel, akin to ON hisin hock, Skt kankala 
skeleton] 

’hock n. often cap, chiefly Br a dry to medium-dry or sometimes sweet 
white table wine produced in the Rhine valley [modif of G hochheimer, 
fr Hochheim, town in Germany] 

’hock n 1 'pawn 2 (got her watch out of ) 2 debt 1 (m ^ to the bank) 
USE infml [D hok pen, pnson] 

*hock \t to pawn - infml 

hockey /'hoki/ n 1 a game played on grass between 2 teams of usu 1 1 
players whose object is to direct a ball into the opponents’ goal with a stick 
that has a flat-faced blade 2 NAm ice hockey [perh fr MF hoquet 
shepherd’s crook, dim of hoc hook, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE hoc 
hook] 

hocus Aohkas/ vt -ss- (NAm -s-, -ss-) to drug (e g an animal or its dnnk) 
[obs hocus, n, short for hocus-pcK'us] 

.hocus-pocus /'pohkas/ n 1 slfigiii oi hand 2 pointless activity or 
words, usu intended to obscure or deceive [prob fr hocus pocus, imitation 
Latin phrase used by jugglers] 

hod /hod/ n 1 a trough mounted on a pole handle for carrying mortar, 
bncks, etc 2 a coal scuttle, specif a tall one used to shovel fuel directly 
onto a fire [prob fr MD hodde; akin to MHG hotte cradle, ME schuderen 
to shudder] 

hodgepodge /'hoj.poj/ n, chiefly NAm a hotchpotch [by alter ] 
'Hodgkin's di.sease /liojkmz/ n a malignant disease charactenzed by 
progressive anaemia with enlargement of the lymph glands, spleen, and 
liver [Thomas Hodgkin tl866 E physician] 

’hoe /hoh/ n any of various implements, esp one with a long handle and 
flat blade, used for tilling, weeding, etc [ME howe, fr MF tuiue, of Gmc 
origin, akin to OHG houwa mattock, houwan to hew - more at hew] 
’hoe VI to work with a hoc vr 1 to weed or cultivate (land or a crop) 
with a hoe 2 to remove (weeds) by hoeing 
'hoe.down /-.down/ n. chiefly NAm a gathenng featunng square 
dances 

’hog /hog/ n I a hogg 2 a warthog or other wild pig 2 Br a castrated 
male pig raised for slaughter 4 chiefly NAm a domestic (fully grown) pig 
5 a selfish, gluttonous, or filthy person - slang, compare road hog [ME 
hogge, fr OE hogg] 

’hog vt -gg- 1 to cut (a horse's mane) off or short 2 to appropnate a selfish 
or excessive share of, monopolize <^gcd the discussion) - infml 
'hog, back /-.bak/ n. chiefly NAm a hogsback 
hogg /hog/ n, Br a young unshorn sheep [var of hog] 
hogget Aogit/ n, Br a hogg 

hoggish /'hogish/ adj grossly selfish, gluttonous, or filthy 
Hogmanay /hogmanay, .hogma'nay/ n, Scot the eve of New Year's Day 
[origin unknown] 

'hogeback /-.bak/ n a ndge with a sharp summit and steeply sloping 
.sides 

'hogSihead /-.hed/ n 1 a large cask or barrel 2 any of several measures 
of capacity, esp a measure of 52 Vi imperial gallons (about 2381) 
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A TABLE OF MAJOR EVENTS IN WORLD iHsfORY 

AFRICA. AMERICAS 
AND PACIFIC 


NEAR EAST AND 

EUROPE NORTH AFRICA ASIA 


10^ BC Last great Ice Age ends 


0000-4000 Farming spreads usind 
'slash and bum' techniques to farm 
in forests 


3500i 


c 3200-2000 Early Cycladic 
civilization in the Aegean 


3000i 


2500-1 

c 2500-15S0 Minoan Bronze Age 
culture in Crete 

Use of sail on seagoing vessels 
c 2400 Stonehenge 


20004 


C.1G0O-130O Mycenean Greece 

1500-1 

c 1350 Sack of Troy 


c 1100 Dorians invade Greece with 
iron weapons 

, 1090 Etruscans enter Italy. 

10004 

8004 


9000-0000 Domestication of animals 
and cultivation of crops 
9350-7350 Foundation of Jericho - 
Jst walled town 

c 7000 Copper ores used in Anatolia 
cOOOO 1 St known pottery and 
woollen textiles 

C.5000 Agricultural settlements in 
Mesopotamia and Egypt 
c 4000 Bronze casting, 1st use of 
plough 

Irrigation allows surplus of crops - 
prosperity - basis of civilization 

c 3500 Invention of sail (Egypt} 
Invention of plough and wheel 
(Mesopotamia) 

c 3200 Beginning of Old Kingdom in 
Egypt 

c 3100 Menes unites Egypt - 1st 
dynasty 

Lunar calendar - Sumer 
Pictographic writing - Sumer 

c 3000 Development of major cities - 
Sumer 

Solar calendar 

Gilgamesh, legendary Sumerian king 
Cuneiform writing - Sumer 

2371-2230 Akkadian Empire - 
1st empire in world history 
Use of plough spreads to 
ram-watered lands, bringing 
civilization to Turkey. Canaan 
c 2200 Babylonian Empire 
Middle Kingdom begins in Egypt 
Hebrews first go to Canaan 

1900 Assyrian state founded 
1750 Hammurabi founds Babylonian 
Empire, issues 1st code of laws 
c 1900 Hyksos invaders rule Egypt 
1567-1090 New Kingdom m Egypt 

c 1370 Akhnaton tries to develop 
worship of one God, the Sun, m 
Egypt 

c 1200 Jewish Exodus from Egypt, 
beginning of Jewish religion 
c 1100 Alphabetic writing 
developed by Phoenicians 
Solomon - height of Israel’s power 

c 040 Rise of Urartu - rival of Assyria 
914 Phoenician colony at Carthage 


770 1st Olympic Games in Greece. 

753 Traditional date for foundation of 
Rome 

c 750 Greek cities found colonies 750 Amos, 1 st great prophet in Israel 

around Mediterranean. 

Iliad and Odyssey. 721-705 Assyrian Empire at military 

Hesiod's poetry first written down height. 


6000 Rice cultivation (Thailand) 


3500 Earliest Chinese city (L ung shan 
culture) 

c 3400 Carl developed in Caucasus 


3000 Bronze used in Thailand 
c 2750 Growth of civilizations in the 
Indus valley 


c 2500 Domestication of horse 
‘(steppes) 

Farming in Yellow Valley 


c 2000 Cities at Mohenjo-Daro. 
Harappa 


c 1600 Shang Dynasty in China 
Chinese calligraphy develops 

1500-1200 Rig Veda and other Vedic 
Hymns composed 

1027 Chou overthrows Shang 
Dynasty in China 

Silk weaving and astronomy develop 
under Chou - also use of copper 


650 First Upanishads written 
Integers and 'O' invented in India 

c 600 Aryans expand southwards in 
India. 

Kingdoms on Ganges. 

771 Collaps:e of Chou Dynasty 


10,000 Last Ice Age ends 
9000 Hunters spread south through 
the Americas 


c 3000 Arable farming in central 
Africa 

Pottery develops in America 


c 2500 Sahara begins to dry out 
Maize cultivation in Mexico 


c 2000 Metalworking in Peru 
Settlement of Melanesia by 
Indonesians 


c 1150 Olmec civilization in Mexico 


c 900 Kingdom of Kush (Nubia) 


r^-BRinsH 



471 


history 


EUROPE 

c 700 Architects build m stone 
c 700-450 Hallstatt culture in 
Western Europe - iron tools, mixed 
farming 

650 Rise of 'tyrants’ in Greek cities 
Coins used in Greece 
Greek lyric poetry develops 
621 Draco's legal code 

594 Thales of Miletus - beginning of 
Greek philosophy 


510 Roman Republic 

c 505 Democracy fully established in 

Athens 

c 500 Solon's legal code 
500-100 La Tbne Celtic culture in 
Europe 

490-480 Battles of Marathon. 
Salamis, and Plaiaea prevent Persian 
domination of Greece 
479-338 Htiphi ui cassical' culture 
m Greece 

Drama Aeschylus, Sophocles 
Medicine Hippocrates 
Philosophy Socrates, Plato, Aristotle 
449 Twelve Tables of Roman law first 
written 

431-404 Pelopponesian War 
between Athens and Sparta 

356 Philip II king of Macedon 
338 Battle of Chaeronaea 
Macedon controls Greece 


290 Rome completes conquest of 
central Italy 

264 1st Punic War against Carthage 
Rome conquers Sicily (ends 214 ) 

218-201 2nd Punic War - Hannibal 
invades Italy and is defeated 
200 Rome conquers Spam 

168 Rome conquers Macedonia 
146 Rome Conquers Greece 
133-132 Tiberius and Cams Gracchus 
fail in their reform movement 


89 All Italy receives Roman Citizenship 
49 Julius Caesar conquers Gaul 
47-46 Civil War 
44 Caesar assassinated 
31 Battle of Actium Octavian 
dominates Rome. 

27 Beginning of Roman Empire ~ 
Octavian becomes Augustus 


NEAR EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA 

c 700 Scythian horsemen spread to 
east Europe 

663 Assyrian conquest of Egypt - 

iron-working spreads 

650 1st coins used in Lydia (modern 

Turkey) 

612 Sack of Nineveh by Babylonians 
Collapse of Assyrian power 

586 Fall of Jerusalem - Jews taken 
to Babylon 

550 Cyrus the Great ends Babylonian 
Empire - founds Persian Empire 
Zoroastrianism becomes official 
religion 

540 Deutero-lsaiah, prophet of exile 
521 Darius the Great rules from 
Nile to Indus 


486-465 Xerxes, son of Darius I, 
rules Persian Empire 


ASIA 


650 Iron technology in China 


528 Death of Mahavira founder of 
Jam Sect 

520 Death of Lao Tzu founder of 
Taoism 

c 500 Sinhalese (Aryans) reach 
Ceylon - caste system m India 
500-200 Bhagavad Gita written 
486 Death of Buddha 


AFRICA, AMERICAS 
AND PACIFIC 


1-700 


-600 


1-500 

c 500 First hieroglyphics in Mexico 
Iron making spreads to sub- 
Saharan Africa 

Beginning of Nok culture in Nigeria 


479 Death of Confucius 


403-221 'Warring States’ m China 


Alexander the Great conquers Asia 
Minor and Egypt ( 332 ) Persia ( 330 ) 
reache.s India ( 329 ) dies ( 323 ) Empire 
divided into 4 sections Macedon, 
Egypt, Syria. Pergamum 
312-64 Seleucids rule area 
extending from Thrace to India 
304 Ptolemy I , Governor of Egypt, 
founds independent dynasty 

290 Foundation of Alexandrian 
Library 


149-146 Rome destroys Carthage m 
3rd Punic War and creates province 
of Africa 149 


Cavalry techniques spread to Asia 
350-200 Great period of Chinese 
thought, Taoist. Confucian, Legalist 
schools s. ipntific discoveries 
322 Begin.'.! q of Mauryan Empire m 
India 

1st sections of Great Wall of China 


262 Asoka, Emperor converted to 
Buddhism 

247 Arasces I founds kingdom of 
Parthia 

221-206 Ch'-n Dynasty strengthens 
Great Wall 

'Ramayana' completed by this date 
206 - AD 221 Han Dynasty m China 

185 Kings of Bactria conquer north- 
west India 

138 Chang Chien explores central 
Asia 

112 Silk road opens across central 
Asia 

Extension of Great Wall 


c 100 Camel introduced to Sahara 


-400 


-300 


1-200 


-100 


30 Deaths of Antony and Cleopatra - 
Egypt becomes Roman province 

9 Wang Mang deposes Han Dynasty 
c 3 Birth of Christ m China 
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m 


100 


EUROPE 


NEAR EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA 


ASIA 


AFRICA, AMERICAS 
AND PACIFIC 


43 Roman invasion of Britain 
4S-47 Missionary journeys of Paul 
34 Nero's persecution of Christians 
79 Vesuvius eruption, Pompeii buried 


C.30 Christ's crucifixion 
44 Rome conquers Mauritania 
(Morocco) 

S3 Parthia defeats Rome 


25 Restoration of Han Dynasty, 
capital at LO'Yang 

91 Chinese defeat Huns from 
Mongolia 


c so Ethiopian kingdom expands 


200 


117 Roman Empire at its greatest 
extent 

117-38 Hadrian - Roman Emperor 
181-80 Marcus Aurelius - Roman 
Emperor 


118 Trajan conquers Mesopotamia 
132 Jewish revolt crushed 
Jews dispersed 


105 Jst use of paper m China 
c 150 Buddhism reaches China 
Earliest surviving Sanskrit inscription 
184 'Yellow Turban' rebellions 


c 150 Berber and Mandingo tribes 
dominate Niger Basin 


300 


212 Roman citizenship given to all 
free people in Empire 
234 War on Rhine frontier 
238 Goths raid frontier 
293 Emperor Diocletian reorganizes 
Roman Empire into East and West 


c 200 Mishnah (Jewish law) 
compiled 

200-50 Development of Christian 
theology- Tertullian, Clement. Origen 

224 Foundation of Sassanian 
Dynasty in Persia 


221 End of Han Dynasty China splits 
into three states 
245 Chinese envoys visit Funan 
(Cambodia) 

295 Confucianism introduced into 
Japan 


400 


313 Edict of Milan published by 
Constantine 

Toleration of Christianity 
370 Huns appear in Europe 
378 Visigoths defeat and kill Roman 
Emperor 


325 Nicene creed 

330 Capital of Roman Empire 

transferred to Constantinople 


cdn Foot stirrup used 
304 Huns invade China, which 
becomes fragmented until 589 
320 Gupta Empire begins in India 
350 Huns invade Persia and India 


300 Hopewell Indians in North 
America 

Mayan civilisation in Mexico 
Settlement of Eastern Polynesia 
325 Ethiopia conquers Nubia 


500 


410 Visigoths sack Rome, overrun 
Spam 

449 Angles. Saxons, Jutes begin 
conquest of Britain 
478 Last Roman emperor in West 
depr sed 

486 Frankish kingdom founded by 
Clovis 

493 Ostrogoths take power in Italy 
497 Franks converted to Christianity 


428 St Augustine of Hippo 
writes 'The City of God' 

429 Vanda) kingdom in North Africa 


I Gupta Empire overthrown 


600 


529 Rule of St Benedict regulates 
Western monasteries 
542 Bubonic Plague ravages Europe 
568 Lombards conquer North Italy 
590 Gregory the Great extends Papal 
power 


527-65 JusJtmian - Emperor of 
Eastern Roman Empire 
534 Justinian's legal code 
553 Justinian brings Italy and North 
Africa back into Eastern Roman 
Empire control 


531 Sassanian Empire spreads from 
Persia 

550 Buddhism enters Japan from 
Korea 

589 China briefly reunified by Sui 
Dynasty 


700 


I Bulgars invade Balkans 


610-41 Heraclius defends East 
Roman Empire, now called Byzantine, 
from Persians and Arabs 
611 Persian armies capture 
Jerusalem and Antioch and overrun 
Asia Minor 

622 Hegira of Muhammad - 
beginning of Islamic calendar 
832 Death of Muhammad Arab 
expansion begins 


607 Tibet unified 

624 China united under T'ang 

Dynasty 

645 Buddhism reaches Tibet 
Japanese society remodelled on 
Chinese lines 


c 600 Apogee of Mayan civilisation in 
Mexico 


711 Muslim invasion of Spam 
732 Battle of Poitiers keeps Arabs out 
of France 

751 Lombards overrun Ravenna, last 
Byzantine stronghold 
793 Viking raids begin 


717 Emperor Leo III prevents Arab 
conquest of Constantinople 

750 Abbasid Caliphate established 

751 Muslims learn papermaking from 
Chinese. 


712 Arabs conquer Sind, Samarkand 
745 Uighur Empire starts in 
Mongolia 

757 Battle of Talas River. Sets 
boundary of China and Abbasid 
Caliphate 


c 700 Rise of Empire of Ghana 


800 Charlemagne crowned Emperor 
in Rome Later became Holy Roman 
Emperor 

943 Treaty of Verdun, divided 
Frankish Empire 

871 Alfred, King of Wessex, halts 
Danes. 


809 Death of Haroun-al-Rashid, 
Abbasid Caliph, protagonist of 1(X)1 
nights 


802 Angkar kingdom established in 
Cambodia 

133 1st printed book in China 
942 Tibetan Empire disintegrates 

090 Japanese cultural renaissance 


800 Settlers reach Easter Island 
from Polynesia 

838 Struggle for Indian Deccan 
850 Settlers reach New Zealand 
Collapse of Mayan Civilization in 
Mexico 


473 


history <s> 


NEAR EAST AND 

EUROPE NORTH AFRICA ASIA 


911 Vikings obtain Duchy of 
Normandy 

937 Magyar raids from Hungary 
955 Otto I (German) defeats Magyars, 
who accept Christianity 

959 Unification of England (Eadgar) 

960 Poland founded 

962 Otto I becomes Holy Roman 
Emperor 

972 Hungary founded 

983 Slavs rebel against Germans 

987 Capetians rule France 


935 Text of Koran finalued 

936 Caliphs of Baghdad lose power 

969 Fatimids conquer Egypt and 
found Cairo 


907 Last T'ang Emperor deposed 
916 Khitan kingdom in Mongolia 
939 Vietnam becomes independent 
947 Khitans overrun North China 
Liao Dynasty Established, capital at 
Peking 

967 Fujiwara rule Japan 
979 Sung Dynasty reunites China 


1014 Battle of Clontarf Vikings 

defeated in Ireland 

1016 Canute the Great rules England, 

Denmark, and Norway 

1031 Caliphate of Cordova collapses 

1054 Division between Orthodox and 

Western Christianity 

1066 Normans conquer England 

1071 Normans conquer southern 

Italy 

1073 Gregory VII becomes Pope - 
start of conf!-i.i bei'»vt?nii Popes and 
Holy Roman Emperors 
1095 First Crusade begins 


1037 Death ofAviconna, Persian 
philosopher 

1055 Seljuk Turks take Baghdad 
1071 Battle of Manzikert - 
Seljuk Turks take Byzantium 
1096 Europeans found crusader 
states in Holy Land 


1000 Great Age of Chinese painting 
and ceramics under Sung Dynasty 
1018 Muslims break power of Hindu 
states 

1020 'Tale of Genji' written in Japan 

1044 First Burmese state 

1045 Movable type invented in China 


1100 First European universities at 
Salerno and Bologna 
1125 Germans renew eastward 
expansion 

1154 Chartres Cathedral begins 
spread of Gothic architecture 
Henry II becomes King of England 
and Northern France 
1198 Innocent III becomes Pope - 
height of Papal power 

1206 Albigensian crusades 
1215 Magna Carta King John 
concedes to English barons 
1220 St Francis of Assisi dies 
1236 Mongols invade Russia 

1241 Mongols invade Poland, 
Hungary, and Bohemia 

1242 Alexander Nevsky defeats 
Germans 

1291 Swiss confederation begins 


1100 Omar Khayyam writes ‘The 
Rubaiyat' 

1135 Almohads dominate Nor^'i 
Africa and Muslim Spam 
1147-49 Second Crusade 
1171 Saladin (a Turk) conquers Egypt 
1189-92 Third Crusade Richard I 
fails to recapture Jerusalem from 
Saladin 

1198 Death ofAverroes. scientist 


1204 Fourth Crusade Europeans 
capture Jerusalem 

1250-1919 Ottoman Empire - Turkish 
empire in Europe, Asia and Africa 
1258 Mongols invade Baghdad 
1261 Greeks resume rule in 
Constantinople 

1299 Ottoman Turks begin expansion 
m Anatolia 


1126 Chin overrun North China, Sung 
kept in South 

1150 Flindu temple of Angkor Wat 
built in Cambodia 
1175 First Muslim Empire in India 
1185 Minamoto warlords in Japan 
1193 Zen Buddhists begin in Japan 


1206 Turkisr oultanate of Delhi rules 
North India 

Genghir Khan starts conquest of Asia 
1234 Mongols destroy Chin in China 
1264 Kublai Khan starts Yuan Dynasty 
in China 

1275 Marco Polo visits China 
1279 Mongols conquer southern 
China 


1309 Papacy moves from Rome to 
Avignon 

1314 Battle of Bannockburn Scotland 
defeats England 

1325 Ivan I begins recovery of Moscow 
1337 Hundred Years War between 
France and England begins 
1348 Black Death in Europe 
1360 Treaty of BrEtigny 
1378-1429 Great Schism - division 
in the Church leads to two Popes - 
one in Avignon, one in Rome 
1369 Battle of Kosovo Ottomans 
gain control in Balkans 
1397 Union of Kalmar unites Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark into a single 
monarchy 


1361 Ottomans capture Adrianople, 
entering Balkans 

c 1369 Timur (Tamburlaine) rules area 
of Iraq. Iran, and Afghanistan from 
Samarkand 


1333 End of Minamoto in Japan 
c 1341 Black Death starts in Asia 
1349 Chinese expand into south-east 
Asia 

1368 Ming Dynasty in China End of 
Mongol rule 

c 1390 Sack of Delhi 

1392 Korea becomes independent 


AFRICA, AMERICAS 
AND PACIFIC 


990 Expansion of Inca Empire (Peru) 


c 1000 Vikings colonize Greenland 
and discover Vinland (America) 
c 1000 First Iron Age culture at 
Zimbabwe 


1000 


1076 Arabs destroy kingdom of 
Ghana 


1100 Toltecs build their first capital m 
Mexico 


1100 


1150 Beginnings of Yoruba city- 
states in Nigeria 


1200 


1250 Mayapan becomes dominant 
Maya city of Yucatan 


1300 Empire of Benin in Nigeria 


1300 


1325 Rise of Aztecs in Mexico - city 
of Tenochtitidn founded 
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1400 


1500 


EUROPE 

1415 Battle of Agincourt Henry V 
resumes war against France 
142S Joan of Arc. Beginning of 
French revival 

1478 Ivan III, 1st Russian Tzar, throws 
off Mongol rule. 

1481 Spaniards expel Arabs and 
Jews and invade North Africa 
1484 Italian wars Beginning of 
struggle between Hapsburgs and 
French kings 

1500 Italian Benaissance 
1519 Charles V, King of Spam and 
Netherlands, becomes Holy Roman 
Emperor 

1521 Martin Luther outlawed by the 
Diet of Worms 
Protestant Reformation 
1534 Henry Vlll breaks with the 
Church at Rome 

1556 Ivan IV conquers Volga Basin 
1572 Dutch revolt against Spam 
1581 Russian conquest of Siberia 


1600 


1700 


1588 English defeat Spanish Armada 

1800 Foundation of English and Dutch 
(1602) East India Companies 
1842- 1849 English Civil War 
1883 Hapsburgs break the Ottoman 
seige of Vienna, and establish basis 
of Austrian Empire 

1888 'Glorious Revolution' m England 

1889 ‘Grand Alliance' surrounds and 
checks Louis XIV of France 

1099 Hapsburgs obtain Hungary from 
Turks 


17(N7-20 Great Northern War 
1703 Foundation of St Petersburg 
Peter the Great westernizes Russia 
1707 Union of England and Scotland 

1709 Peter the Great defeats Swedes 
at Poltava 

1713 Treaty of Utrecht ends war of 
Spanish succession, apportions 
colonization rights 
1740 Frederick the Great begins to 
strengthen Prussia 

1748 Maria Theresa secures Austrian 
throne, but has to give up Silesia to 
Prussia (war of Austrian succession). 
1758-83 Seven Years War 
(England and Prussia against France, 
Austria. Russia) 

1700 Industrial Revolution begins in 
Britain: leads to mechanuation, 
steam power, factory system, and 
improved transport and 
communications 

1782 Catherine the Great of Russia 
withdraws from war 

1783 Peace of Paris England and 
Prussia victorious. 

1772,1793,1795 Partitions of 
Poland 

1783 Russia takes Crimea 
1788 - 98 French Revolution 


NEAR EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA 

1402 Timur defeats Ottoman Turks at 
Ankara 

1453 Ottoman Turks capture 
Constantinople End of Byzantine 
Empire 


1500 Shah Ismail founds Dynasty m 
Persia 

1518 Ottomans conquer Syria, Egypt. 
Arabia 


1600's and 1700's Barbary pirates 
raid from North African coast 


c 1735 Wahabite movement to purify 
Islam starts in Arabia 
1736 Nadir Shah takes power m 
Persia 


1798 Napoleon attacks Egypt 


ASIA 


1428 Vietnam expels Chinese 


1496 Vasco Da Gama reaches India 

1511 Portuguese take Malacca, 
Malaysia 


1526 Moghul Dynasty (Islamic) m 
North India founded by Babur, 
descended from Timur 


1557 Portuguese colony at Macao, 
Southern China 

1585 Akbar extends rule halfway 
down India Important cultural period 
1571 Spanish conquer Philippines 

1609 fokugawa shogunate m Japan 
1619 Beginning of Dutch East Indian 
Empire 

1641 Dutch take Malacca 
1544 New Manchu Dynasty 
1650 Cultural developments m Japan 
- kabuki, puppet theatre, the novel 
’ 1674 Hindu Maharatha kingdom 

1689 Treaty between Russia and China 

1690 English found Calcutta 

1697 Chinese occupy Outer Mongolia 


1707 Death of Aurungzebe - decline 
of Moghul power 


1747 Afghanistan founded 
1751 French control Deccan and 
Carnatic in India 

China overruns Tibet 
1757 Battle of Plassey British 
destroy French power m India 


1796 British conquer Ceylon 


AFRICA, AMERICAS 
AND PACIFIC 

1415 Beginning of Portugal's African 
Empire under Henry the Navigator 
c 1450 Height of Songhai Empire in 
south Sahara University at Timbuktu 
Monomotapa Empire founded in 
Zimbabwe 

c 1470 Incas conquer Chimii kingdom 

1492 Columbus reaches America 

1493 Treaty of Tordesillas - Pope 
divides New World between Spanish 
and Portuguese 

1505 Portuguese have trading posts 
in East Africa 

1510 African slaves go to America 
1519 Cortez begins conquest of Aztecs 
Magellan crosses Pacific 

1532 Pizzaro begins conquest of 
Incas 

1546 Songhai Empire destroys Mali 
Empire 

1571 Portuguese colony in Angola 
1579 Moroccans defeat Portuguese 
1591 Moroccans destroy Songhai 
Empire 

1600 Height of Oyo Empire in Africa 

1607 English found Jamestown, 

Virginia, USA 

1606 French found Quebec 

1620 Mayflower sails to New England 

1628 Portuguese destroy 

Monomotapa Empire m Zimbabwe 

1652 DutcljJound Cape Colony in 
South Africa 

1662 Portuguese destroy Kongo 
kingdom in Africa 

1700 Rise of Asanip power (Gold 
Coast) 


1728 Bering begins Russian 
exploration of Alaska 

1730 Rise of Ancient Empire of 
Bornu 


1760 British take French colonies at 

Quebec, Montreal 

1768 Cook explores Pacific 


1775-81 American War of 
Independence 

1789 U S. Constitution adopted - 
George Washington first President. 
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EUROPE 

1804 Napoleon defeats Austria and 
Prussia 

1805 Nelson defeats French at 
Trafalgar 

1812 Napoleon invades Russia 

1815 Wellington defeats Napoleon at 
Waterloo Congress of Vienna 
1830 Revolutionary movements in 
France, Germany. Poland, Italy, 
Belgium becomes independent 
1845 Famine in Ireland 
1848 Revolutionary movements in 
Europe, French Second Republic 
proclaimed 

Karl Marx 'Commuriist Manifesto ' 
1854-56 Crimean War 

1860 Unification of Italy 

1861 Emancipation of serfs in Russia 
1864 Suppression of Polish revolt 

1870 Franco-Prussian war 

1871 Proclamation of German 
republic and f rench fhird Republic 

1878 Treaty of Berlin - Balkan 
countries independent of lurks 

1879 Dual ali'?nce Germany and 
Austrifj-Huiigdiy 

1894 Franco-Russian alliance 

1904 Anglo-French entente 

1905 Norway independent of Sweden 
Revolution in Russia, tollowed by 
reforms 

1907 Anglo Russian entente 
1912-13 Balkan wais 
1914-18 First World War 
1917 Russian Revolution 
Communists take control 
1918-21 Civil War in Russia 
1920 League of Nations founded 
1922 Mussolini controls Italy 
Eire created 

1933 Ftitler becomes Chancellor of 
Germany 

1936 Spanish Civil War 

1938 Stalin's purges 

1939 German-Soviet non-aggression 
pact 

1939-45 Second World War 
1945 Yalta Russia lays basis for 
dorfiination of Eastern Europe 

1947 Marshall plan to rebuild Europe 

1948 Communist governments take 
over in East Europe Berlin airlift 

1955 Warsaw Pact 

1956 Polish, Hungarian revolts 
crushed 

1957 Treaty of Rome EEC formed 
1961 Berlin Wall built 

1968 Russians stop liberalization in 
Czechoslovakia 

1969 Violence in Northern Irelarttf 
starts 

1973 Britain, Eire, Denmark join EEC 

1974 Turkey invades Cyprus 

1975 End of dictatorship in Spam. 


ASIA AND 
MIDDLE EAST 

1818 Britain defeats Marathas and 
rules India - beginning of the British 
Rai 

1819 Britain founds Singapore 
1825-30 Indonesians rebel against 
Dutch 

1830 Russia begins conquest of 
Kazakhstan 

1842 Britain annexes Hong Kong 
after Opium War 
1850-64 T'ai-p'ing rebellion 
causes much suffering 

1853 Railway and telegraph m India 

1854 Perry, US naval officer, opens 
Japan to US trade 

1857 Indian mutiny 

1863 Indo-China becomes French 

Protectorate 

1868 End of Tokugawa Shogunaie - 
Meiji restoration m Japan 
Modernization begins 
1879 Britain controls Afghanistan 
after Afghan War 

1885 Indian National Congress formed 

1886 British annex Burma 
1894-95 War between China and 
Japan Japan takes Formosa 

1900 Boxer Rebellion in China 
against foreign influences 

1904-05 Russo-Japanese war 
Japanese win 

1910 Japan takes Korea 

1911 Chinese Revolution Sun Yat- 
sen president of new republic 

1926 Chiang Kai-Shek leads China 
1931 Japan occupies Manchuria 
1934 Long March of Mao 

1945 Japan - 1st atom bombs 
dropped by U S 

1947 India and Pakistan independent 

1948 Israel independent 

1949 Indonesia independent 
Mao Tse-Tung's communists 
take over in China 

1950 Korean War begins 
1954 Laos. Cambodia. Vietnam 
granted independence Vietnam 
divided - war begins 
1965-71 War between India and 
Pakistan Bangladesh foi^d 

1966 Chinese cultural revolution 

1967 3rd Arab-lsraeli war 
1973 4th Arab-lsraeli war 

U S withdraws from Vietnam 
1975 Communists rule in Laos. 
Cambodia, Vietnam 

1978 Camp David Summit between 
Israel and Egypt 

1978-79 Iranian revolution 

1979 Russia invades Afghanistan 


AFRICA 

1804 Fulani conquer Hausa 
1806 British control Cape Colony 
1007 Slave Trade abolished in British 
Empire 

1811 Mohammed All controls Egypt 
1818 Shaka forms Zulu kingdom in 
south east Africa 
1822 Liberia founded colony for 
freed slaves 

1830 French begin conquest of 
Algeria 

1835 'Great Trek' of Boers leads to 
foundation of Natal, Orange Free 
State, Transvaal 


1853 Livingstone's explorations 
begin 

1860 French expand in West Africa 
1869 Suez Canal opens 
1875 Disraeli buys Suez Canal 
Company to ensure British control 
1880 - 1900 Peak period of partition 
and colonization of Africa by Europe 
1899 Boer War begins 


1908 Belgium takes over Congo 

1910 Union of South Africa formed 

1911 Italy conquers Libya 

1914 Britain proclaims protectorate 
over Egypt 


19% Italy invades Ethiopia 

1942 Battle of El Alamein British 
gam advantage in North Africa 
Allied landings in Morocco and 
Algeria 

1949 Apartheid policy begins in 
South Africa. 

1952 Mau-Mau rebellion m Kenya 
Nasser throws off British rule in 
Egypt 

1956 Suez canal crisis 

1957-61 Many African states 

achieve independence 

1962 Algeria becomes independent 

1965 Rhodesia declares U D I 

1967 Civil War in Nigeria 

1975 Portugal gives independence to 

Mozambique. Angola 

1900 Zimbabwe granted 

independence 

1981 President Sadat of Egypt 
assassinated 


AMERICAS 
AND PACIFIC 


1803 Purchase of Louisiana doubles 
size of U S 


1800 


1808-26 Central and South 
American states become independent 
from Spam and Portugal 


1819 U S purchases Florida from 
Spam 


1823 Monroe doctrine -US intends 
to keep Europe out of Western 
Hemisphere 


1840 Britain annexes New Zealand 


1845US annexes Texas 
1846 Oregon treaty sets U S - 
Canadian boundary 
1846-48 Mexican war US annexes 
New Mexico and California 

1849 California gold rush 

1850 Australia and New Zealand 
granted responsible government 
1861-65 Civil War mUS 

1863 Slavery abolished m U S 
1865 President Lincoln assassinated 
1867 Dominion of Canada 
established 


1898 Spanish American war 
annexes Guam, Puerto Rico, 
Philippines 

1901 Unification of Australia 


US 


1900 


1903 Wright Brothers' first flight 
1907 New Zealand becomes 
dominion 


1911 Mexican revolution 


1914 Panama canal opens 


1920 U S refuses to join League of 
Nations 

1929 Wall Street Crash of stock 
market 

1933 Roosevelt introduces New Deal 

1941 Attack on Pearl Harbor by 
Japanese -US enters World War II 
against Germany and Japan 

1942 Fermi builds 1st nuclear reactor 
1945 United Nations founded 

1948 Nato founded 

1949 Organization of American 
states 

1952 Contraceptive pill developed in 
US 

1959 Cuban revolution 
1963 President Kennedy 
assassinated 

1966 Rise of black protest 
movements m U S 
1968 Student protest movement 
1989 First man on the moon 

1970 Allende - President of Chile 
(killed 1973) 

1971 Nixon and Kissinger start 
detente with China and U S.S R 

1973 First steep rise m oil prices jolts 
western economies 

1974 Nixon resigns after Watergate 
1982 Falkland Islands crisis 
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'hog.wath A.wosh/ n 1 swill 1, slop 3a 2 sthg worthless, specif 
meaningless talk - slang 

'hog, weed /-.weed/ n, Br a tall foul-smelling Old World plant of the 
carrot family, with large leaves and broad heads of white or pinkish 
flowers 

ho-ho /hoh 'hoh/ inteij - used to express hearty amusement 
ho hum Aoh Jium/ inteij - used to express weariness, boredom, or 
disdain [imit] 

hoick /hoyk/ vt to lift or pull abruptly; yank - infml < ^ ed /ny case out 
of tbe racky [prob alter, of 'hike] 

hoi polloi /,hoy po'loy/ n p! tht common people; the masses [Gk, the 
many] 

^hoist /hoyst/ vt to raise into position (as lO by means of tackle, broadly 
to raise [alter, of earlier hoise, pcrh ft MD hischen] 

*hoist /I 1 an apparatus for hoisting 2a the distance a flag extends along 
its staff or support b the end of a flag next to the staff - compare 
*FLY 3c(2) 

’hoist adj - hoist with one's own petard made a victim of or hurt by one's 
own usu malicious scheme 

hoity-toity /.hoyti 'toyti/ adj having an air of assumed importance, 
haughty - infml [irreg redupl of E dial hod (to play the fool)] 
hokey /'hohki/ adj, chiefly NAm corny, also contrived, phoney [irreg fr 
hokum + -y] 

hokum Aohkam/ n, chiefly NAm 1 a crude device, esp sentimental or 
comic, designed to appeal to an audience 2 pretentious nonsense, bunkum 
[prob fr hocus-pocus ^ bunkum] 

hoi-, holo- comb form 1 complete, total (bolometabolismy 2 completely, 
totally Oiolographicy [ME, fr OF, fr I.. fr Gk, fr holos whole - more at 
safe] 

Holarctic /ho'lahktik/ adj of or being the biogeographical area that 
includes the northern parts of the Old World and New World 
’hold /hohid/ v6 held /held/ vt la to have in one's keeping, possess s 
the title to the propertyy b to retain by force (^troops - mg the ndgey e 
to keep by way of threat or coercion < ^ ing the child for ransom} 2a to 
keep under control; check <he]d her tongue} b to stop the action of 
tep'poranly; delay <hcld the presses to insert a late story} c to keep from 
advancing or from attacking successfully <held their opponents to a 
draw} d to restrict, limit price increases to a minimum} e to bind 
legally or morally a man to his word} 3a to have, keep, or support 
in the hands or arms, grasp <held her to him} b to keep in a specified 
situation, position, or state the ladder steady} c to support, sustain 
<rhe roof won’t much weight} d to retain f houses should theft 

value} c to keep in custody f to set aside; reser^ a room} 4 to bear, 
carry (^the soldierly way he ^ s himself} 5a to keep up without interrup- 
tion; contHiuo<5h/p held its course} b to keep the uninterrupted interest 
or attention of <held the audience in suspense} 6a to contain or be capable 
of containing it he can -^s 5 gallons} b to have in store iwhat the future 
^s> 7a to consider to be true; believe b to have in regard ishe held the 
matter to be of httle importance} 8a to engage in with sby else or with 
others a conference} b to cause to be conducted; convene a 
meeting of the council} 9a to occupy as a result of appointment or 
election <«- s a captaincy in the navy} b to have earned or been awarded 
<-8 a PhD} ^ vi la to maintain position ithe defensive line is ^ing> 
b to continue unchanged; last ihopes the weather will ) 2 to withstand 
strain without breaking or giving way ithe anchor held in the rough sea} 
3 to bear or carry oneself iasked her to ~ still} 4 to be or remain valid, 
apply ithe rule ^ s in most cases} 5 to maintain a course, continue <held 
south for several miles} [ME holden, fr 0£ healdam, akin to OHC} haltan 
to hold, L celer rapid] - bold a brief for to be retained as coui^l for - 
hold forth to speak at great length - hold good to be true or valid - hold 
one's own to maintain one's ground, position, or strength in the face of 
competition or adversity - hold the fort to cope with problems for or look^ 
after the work of sby who is absent - hold to 1 to remain steadfast or 
faithful to; ABIDE BY 2 to cause to hold to <held him to his promise} - 
hold water to stand up under criticism or analysis - hold with to agree 
with or approve of idon’t hold with such practices} - not hold a candle 
to to be much inferior to; not qualify for comparison with 
’hold n la a manner of grasping an opponent in wrestling b influence, 
control ihis father had a strong ^ over him} c possession itned to get 
^ ofa road map} 2 sthg that may be grasped as a support 3 a temporary 
stoppage of a countdown (e g in launching a spacecraft) 

*hold 0 1 a space below a ship's deck in which cargo is stored ship 
2 the cargo compartment of a plane [alter, of hole] 

'holdall /- 4 iwl/ n a bag or case for miscellaneous articles 


hold back vt 1 to hinder the progress of; restrain 2 to retain in one's 
keeping vi to keep oneself in check 

hold down vt 1 to keep within limits; specif to keep at a low level itry 
to hold prices down) 2 to hold and keep (a position of responsibility) 
<holding down 2 jobs} 

holder /'hohida/ n 1 a device that holds an often specified object 
icigarette *- ) 2a an owner b a tenant c a person in possession of and 
legally entitled to receive payment of a bill, note, or cheque ['hoid 
f ^-er] 

holdfast Aohld.fahst/ n a part by which an alga or other organism 
clings to a (flat) surface 

holding /'hohiding/ n 1 land held 2 property (e g land or secunties) 
owned - usu pi with sing meaning 

'holding .company n a company whose primary business is holding a 
controlling interest in the shares of other companies - compare invest- 
ment COMPANY, SUBSIDIARY 

hold off vt 1 to keep at a distance <hold the dogs off} 2 to resist 
successfully, withstand <hold off the enemy attack} 3 to defer action on, 
postpone ^ w 1 to keep off or at a distance ihope the rain holds off) 2 
to defer action, delay 

hold on VI 1 to persevere in difficult circumstances 2 to wait, hang on 
<hold on a minute^} - hold on to to keep possession of 
hold out vt to present as likely or realizable, proffer ithe doctors hold 
out every hope of her recovery} - w 1 lasi 2 ihope the car holds out 
till we get home} 2 to refuse to yield or give way ithe gamson held out 
against the enemy attack} - hold out for to insist on as the pnee for an 
agreement - hold out on to withhold sthg (eg information) from - 
infml 

hold over vt 1 to postpone 2 to prolong the engagement or tenure of 
ithe show was held over for another week by popular demand} 
'hold.up A, up/ /> 1 an armed robbery 2 a delay 
hold up vt 1 to delay, impede (got held up in the traffic} 2 to rob at 
gunpoint 3 to present, esp as an example iher work was held up as a 
modef} ‘^vi to endure a test, hold oui 
’hole /hohl/ n 1 an opening into or through a thing 2a a hollow place, 
esp a pit or cavity b a deep place in a body of water c a place in the crystal 
structure of a semiconductor, equivalent to a positively charged particle, 
where an electron has left its normal position 3 an animal's burrow 4 a 
senous discrepancy or flaw (picked ^sin bik story} 5a the unit of play 
from the tee to the hole in golf b a cavity in a putting green into which 
the bail is to be played in golf 6 a dirty or dingy place (lives in a dreadful 
— ) 7 an awkward position, a fix USE {b&7) infml [ME, fr OF. ho! (fr 
neut of hoi, adj, hollow) & holh, akin to OHG hoi, adj, hollow, L caulis 
stalk, stem, Gk kaulos] - holey adj 

’hole vt 1 to make a hole in 2 to dnve into a hole -^vi 1 to make a hole 
in sthg 2 to play one’s ball into the hole in golf - usu + out 
,hole-and-'corner adj clandestine, underhand 
hole up VI to take refuge or shelter in vt to place (as iQ in a refuge or 
hiding place USE infml 

’holiday Aoliday, -di/ n 1 a day, often in commemoration of some event, 
on which no paid employment is earned out (Chnstmas Day is a public 
> 2 a penod of relaxation or recreation spent away from home or work 
(went on ^ for a fortnight} - often pi with sing meaning [ME, fr OE 
haligdaeg, fr halig holy dxg day] 

’holiday w to take or spend a holiday 
'holiday.maker /-.mayka/ n a person who is on holiday 
.holier-than-'thou /'hohli a/ adj having gn air of supenor piety or 
morality 

holiness /'hohlmis/ n leap - used as a title for vanous high religious 
dignitanes (His Holiness Pope John Paul It} 2 sanctification [hoi.y + 
-ness] 

holism /'hoh,liz(3)m/ n a view of the unive^, and esp living nature, as 
being composed of interacting wholes that mte more than simply the sum 
of their parts \hol- + -ism] - holistic /hohflistik/ adj 
holla /'hob/ vb, n, or inteij (to) hollo 

holland /'hobnd/ n, often cap a cotton or liSen fabnc in plain weave, usu 
heavily sized or gbzed, that is used for window blinds, bookbinding, and 
clothing [ME holand, fr Holand Holland, province of the Netherlands, 
fr MP Holland] 

hollandaise sauce /hobn'dayz/ n a nch sauce made with butter, egg 
yolks, and lemon juice or vinegar [F sauce hollandaise, lit., Dutch 
sauce] 

holler Ahob/ vb, chiefly NAm to call out or shout (sthg) [alter, of hollo] 
~ holler n 
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'hollo fl/«o holloa /ho'loh, 'ho-/ rWtf/y 1 - used to attract attention 2 -used 
as a call of encouragement or jubilation [ongin unknown] 

’hollo also holloa vi or n hollos; holloing; holloed; pi hollos (to utter) an 
exclamation or call of hollo 

'hollow /holoh/ adj la having a recessed surface; sunken b curved 
inwards; concave 2 having a cavity within tree^ 3 echoing like a 
sound made in or by beating on an empty container, muffled 4a decep- 
tively lacking in real value or significance <a ^ victory^ b lacking in truth 
or substance; deceitful promises^ (ME holw, holh, fr holh hole, den, 
fr OE holh hole, hollow - more at hoi f] - hollowly adv, hollow- 
ness n 

’hollow vb to make or become hollow 

’hollow n 1 a depressed or hollow part of a surface, esp a small valley 
or basin 2 an unfilled space, a cavity 
’hollow adv 1 in a hollow manner </im laughter rang -^ > 2 completely, 
totally - infml <s/ic beat me ~ > 

hollow out vt to form a cavity or hole in, also to make in this way 
'hollow, ware, holloware /-.wea/ n domestic vessels that have a signifi- 
cant depth and volume, specif metal pots, pans, etc 
holly /'hnli/ n (the foliage oO any of a genus of trees and shrubs with thick 
glossy spiny-edged leaves and usu bnght red bemes [ME holm, holly, fr 
OE holegn; akin to OHG halts holly. Mir cuilenn] 
hollyhock /'holi,hok/ n a tall ong Chinese plant of the mallow family 
with large coarse rounded leaves and tall spikes of showy flowers (ME 
hohhoc, fr holt holy + hoc mallow, fr OE] 

'Holly, wood /-,wood/ n the American film industry [Hollywood, dis- 
trict of Los Angeles, California. USA] 

holm /hohlm, hohm/ n. Br a small inland or inshore island, also flat 
low-lying land near a nver [ME, fr OE, fr ON holmr, akin to OE hyll 
hill] 

holmium / holmi dm/ n a metallic element of the rare-earth group that 
forms highly magnetic compounds C5"periodic table (NL, fr Holmta 
Stockholm, city in Sweden] 

holm oak n a S European evergreen oak [ME holm holly, alter of 
holm] 

holo- - see iioi - 

holocaust /'hob.kawst/ n 1 a sacnficial oflenng consumed by fire 2 an 
instance of wholesale destruction or loss of life 3 often cap the genocidal 
persecution of European Jewry by Hiller and the Nazi party dunng 
WW II [ME. fr OF hnlocaustc, fr LL holocaustuni, fr Gk holokauston, 
fr neut of holokaustos burnt whole, fr hoi- + kaustos burnt, fr kaiem to 
bum - more at caustic] 

Holocene /'hobsecn/ adj rfclni 2 fvolution [ISV] - Holo- 
cene n 

hologram /'hobgram/ n a pattern produced by the interference between 
one part of a split beam of coherent light (e g from a laser) and the other 
part of the same beam reflected off an object, also a photographic 
reproduction of this pattern that when suitably illuminated produces a 
three-dimensional picture 

'holograph /-grahf, -graf/ n a document wholly in the handwntmg of 
Its author, also the handwntmg itself [LL holographus, fr LGk hologra- 
phos, fr Gk hoi- ♦ graphem to wntc - more at carve] - holograph adj, 
holographic /-'grafik/ adj 

holography /ho'Iografi/ n the technique of making or using a hologram 

- holograph /'hobgrahf, -graf/ vt, holographic /.hob'grafik/ hologra- 
phically adv 

holohedral /.hob'heedral/ adj, of a crystal having all the faces required 
for complete symmetry - compare hemihedral [hoi- ^ Gk hedra seat 

- more at sit] 

holometaboloua /.hohlohma'tabalas, .holoh-/ adj. of an insect having 
undergone complete metamorphosis - holometabolism n 
holophrattlc /.hob'frastik/ adj expressing a complex of ideas in a single 
word or in a fixed phrase [ISV hoi- + -phrastic (fr Gk phrarein to point 
out, declare)] 

holophytic /.holohfitik/ adj obtaining food in the manner of a green 
plant by photosynthctic activity 

holothurian /.hob'thyooari-an/ a a sea cucumber or related echinoderm 
[denv of Gk holothounon water polyp] - holothurian adj 
holozolc Aholoh'zoh-ik/ adj obtaining food in the manner of most 
animals by ingesting complex organic matter 
hols /holz/ A pi, chiefly Br holidays - infml [by shortening] 
holstsln Ahoistein/ n, chiefly NAm a Fnesian [short for holstein- 
friesian, fr Holstein, region of Germany + Friesian] 
holster Ahohlsta, 'hoi-/ a a usu leather holder for a pistol [D; akin to 
OE heolstor cover, helan to conceal - more at hell] 


holt /hohlt/ A a den or lair, esp of an otter [ME. alter, of ^hoJd] 
holy /'hohli/ adj 1 set apart to the service of God or a god; sacred 2a 
characterized by perfection and transcendence, commanding absolute 
adoration and reverence <//ie ^ Trinity} b spiritually pure, godly 3 
evoking or worthy of religious veneration or awe (the ^ cross j 4 temble, 
awful - used as an intensive <a terror} [ME, fr OE haJig-, akin to OE 
hal whole - more at whole] 

.Holy Com'munion n communion 1 

'holy ,day n a day set aside for special religious observance 

.Holy 'Father n pope 1 

.Holy 'Qhost n holy spirit 

.Holy 'Grail n the cup or platter that aa'ording to medieval legend was 
used by Chnsl at the Last Supper and became the object of knightly 
quests 

'holy .hour n an afternoon period dunng which public houses close in 
Ireland 

Holy Innocents' Day n December 28 kept by churches m memory of 
the children killed by Herod according to Mt 2- 16 
.Holy 'Joe /joh/ n a parson, chaplain, also a pious person - infml [Joe, 
nickname for Joseph] 

'Holy .Land n the terniory containing sites associated with the ministry 
and death of Chnst 

.holy of 'holies n the innermost and most sacred chamber of the Jewish 
tabernacle and temple: broadly any place or thing considered sacred 
[trans of LL sanctum sanctorum, trans of Hcb godhesh hag- 
gddhashim] 

holy orders n pi, often cap H&O the office of a Chnstian minister 
.Holy 'Roller /'rohb/ n a member of any of several ecstatic Protestant 
fundamentalist sects - often derog 

Holy Roman Empire n a loose confederation of mainly German and 
Italian terntoncs under an emperor, that existed from the 9th or 10th c 
to 1806 

.Holy 'Saturday n the Saturday before Easter 
.Holy 'See n the papacy 
.Holy 'Spirit n the 3rd person of the Tnnity 
'holy, atone /-.stohn/ vt or n (to clean with) a soft sandstone used for 
scrubbing a ship's decks 

.Holy 'Thursday n 1 ascension day 2 maundy Thursday 
Holy Week n the week before Easter dunng which the last days of 
Christ’s life are commemorated 

.holy 'writ n, often cap HA W a wnting or utterance of unquestionable 
authonty 

horn-, homo- comb form 1 one and the same, similar, alike 
(homograph} (homosexuaf} 2 containing one more CH, group than (the 
specified compound) (homoc/sTe/ne) [L. fr Gk, fr homos - more at 
same] 

homage /'homij/ n la a ceremony by which a man acknowledges 
himself the vassal of a lord b an act done or payment made by a vassal 
2a reverential regard, deference b flattenng attention, tnbute [ME, fr OF 
hommage, fr homme man, vassal, fr L homm-. homo man, akin to OE 
guma man, L humus earth - more at itUMDLL] 
homburg Ahombubg/ n a felt hat with a stiff curled bnm and a high 
crown creased lengthways [Homburg, town in Germany] 

'home /hohm/ n la a family's place of residence; a domicile b a house 
2 the social unit formed by a family living together (comes from a broken 
— > 3a a congenial environment (the theatre is my spiritual > b a 
habitat 4a a place of ongin, also one's native country b the place where 
sthg originates or is based (Lord's, ^ of cricket} 5 an establishment 
providing residence and often care for children, convalescents, etc [ME 
horn, fr OE ham village, home; akin to Gk kome village, L civis citizen, 
Gk koiman to put to sleep - more at cemetery] - homeless adj, 
homelessness a - at home 1 relaxed and comfortable; at ease 2 (felt 
completely at home on the stage} 2 on familiar ground; knowledgeable 
(teachers at home m their subjects} 

’home adv l to or at home (wrote ^ > 2 to a final, closed, or standard 
position (dnve a nail ~ > 3 to an ultimate objective (e g a finishing line) 
4 to a vital sensitive core (the truth struck ^ > 5 homi and dry 
’home adj 1 of or being a home, place of ongin, or base of operations 2 
prepared, earned out, or designed for use in the home cooking} 3 
operating or occumng in a home area (the ^ team} 

’home vi 1 to go or return home 2 of an animal to return accurately to 
one’s home or birthplace from a distance - home in on to be directed at 
or head towards (a specified goal, target, etc) 
home-, homeo- comb form, chiefly NAm homoe- 
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.home and 'dry tdv having safely or successfully achieved one's pur- 
pose 

'home, bird /-.buhd/ n a homebody - infml 
'homa,body /-.bodi/ n one whose life centres round the home 
'home, bound /-.bownd/ adj confined to the home invalids^ [home 

+ *boustd\ 

.homa'bred /-Ved/ adj produced at home; indigenous 
'home .brew n an alcoholic drink (e g beer) made at home 
'home, coming /-Jcuming/ n a returning home 
.home eco'nomics n pi but swg or pi in constr domestic science - 

hoBM economist n 

.home from 'home n, Br a place as comfortable or congenial as one's 
own home 

.home 'front n the sphere of civilian activity in war 
.home'grown /-'grohn/ adj produced in, coming from, or charactenstic 
of the home country or region < — vegetables^ < - politicians') 

.home 'heip n, Bra person employed by a local authority to carry out 
household chores for the sick, elderly, or disabled 
'homeiand /-bnd/ n 1 one's native land 2 a Bantustan 
'home, like /-.liek/ adj charactenstic of one's own home, esp in being 
cheerful or cosy 

'homely /-li/ adj 1 commonplace, familiar (explained the problem in ^ 
terms') 2 of a sympathetic character; kindly 3 simple, unpretentious <a 
^ meal of bacon and cggs> 4 chiefly NAm not good-looking, plain 
['home + '-ly] - hondincaa n 

.home'made /-'mayd/ adj made in the home, on the premises, or by 
one's own efforts <-«' cakes) 

'home .office n, often cap HAO the government office concerned with 
internal affairs 

'home .plate n a rubber slab at which a baseball batter sunds 
homer /liohma/ n homing pigeon 

Homeric /hoh'merik/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of Homer, his age, or his 
wntings 2 of epic proportions; heroic <a ^ feat of endurance) [I, 
Homencus, fr Gk Homerikos, fr Homeros Homer fl ab 850 bc Gk epic 
poet] 

.home 'rule n limited self-government by the people of a dependent 
political unit - compare SELF-GovpRNMCNr 

.home 'run n a hit in baseball that enables the batter to make a complete ' 
circuit of the bases and score a run 

.home 'secretary n, often cap HAS a goveniment minister for internal 
affairs 

'home,aick /-.sik/ adj longing for home and family while absent fronf 
them [back-formation fr homesickness] - homeiickoess n 
'home .aignal n a railway signal that controls the movement of trains 
into a section of track 

''home,apun /-.spun/ adj t made of homespun 2 lacking sophistication, 
simple <'^ prose) 

'homespun n a loosely woven usu woollen or linen fabnc orig made from 
yam spun at home 

'homestead Astid/ n 1 a house and adjoining land occupied by a family 
2 Austr A NZ the owner's living quarters on a sheep or cattle station - 
homesteader /-.steda/ n 

'homestead .law n any of several US legislative acts authorizing the 
sale of public lands to settlers 

'home straight n the straight final part of a racecourse usu opposite 
the grandstand 

'home.8tretch /-.strech/ n the final stage (e g of a project) 

.home 'truth n an unpleasant but true fact about a person's character 
or situation - often pi 

'homeward /-wood/ adj being or going towards home 
'homewarda, chiefly NAm homeward adv towards home 
'home.work /-.wuhk/ n 1 work done in one's own home for pay 2 an ^ 
assignment given to a pupil to be completed esp away from school 3 
preparatory reading or research (e g for a discussion) (she's done her ^ 
on the subject) - homeworker n 
homey Aohmi/ adj homy 

homicide Aomisied/ n (the act oO sby who kills another [ME, fr MF, 
ft L honucida ft homhidium, fr homo man -i- -ctda ft -cidium - more at 
-cide) - homicidal /iiomi'siedl/ adj 

homiletic /.homi'letik/, homiletical /-kl/ adj 1 of or resembling a 
homily 2 relatiog to homiletics [LL homiletKus, fr Gk homiletikos of 
conversation, fr homikin] 

.homl'letiea n pi bat sing m constr the art of preaching 

homily /'homili/ n 1 a sermon 2 a lecture on moral conduct [ME 


omelie, fr MF, fr LL homilia, fr LGk, fr Gk. conversation, discourse, fr 
homilein to consort with, address, fr homilos crowd, assembly] 
'homing .pigeon /'hohming/ n a domesticated pigeon trained to return 
home 

hominid /'hommid/ n any of a family of biped primate mammals 
compnsing recent man and his immediate ancestors [denv of L homin-, 
homo man] - hominid adj 

hominoid /'hominoyd/ adj resembling or related to man - homin- 
oid n 

hominy Aomini/ n crushed or coarsely ground husked maize, esp when 
boiled with water or milk [prob of Algonquian origin; akin to Natick 
-minne gram] 

'homo /hohmoh/ n. pi homos any of a genus of pnmate mammals 
including recent man and vanous extinct ancestors [NL Homin-, Homo, 
genus name, fr L, man] 

'homo n, pi homos a homosexual - chiefly dcrog [by shortening] 
homoe-, homoeo-, chiefly NAm home-, homco- comb form like, similar 
<hom(XO«fasis> [L ft Gk, L homoeo-, fr Gk homoi-, homoio-, fr homoios, 
fr homos same - more at same] 

homoeopath /'homi-a.path/ n a practitioner of a system of disease 
treatment relying on the administration of minute doses of a remedy that 
produces symptoms like those of the disease [G homoopath, fr homoo- 
homoe- ^ -path] ~ homoeopathic /-mi a'pathik/ adj, homoeopathy 
/.homi'opathi/ n 

homoeostasis /.homioh'staysis/ n the physiological maintenance of 
relatively constant conditions (e g constant internal temperature) within 
the body in the face of changing external conditions [NL] - homoeoatatic 
A'statik/ adj, homoeostatically adv 

homogenate /hoh'mojmayt, ho-/ n a pnxluct of homogenizing 
homogeneity /.homaja'nee ati, -‘nay-, .hohmoh-/ n the quality or state 
of being homogeneous 

homogeneous /.homa'jeenyas, -m as/ adj 1 of the same or a similar 
kind or nature 2 of uniform structure or composition throughout (a 
culturally neighbourhood) 3 of an equation, fraction, etc having each 
term of the same degree when all vanables are taken into account <ji^ ♦ 
xy ^ f = 0 IS a equation > 4 MOMixirNous 1 [ML homogeneus, 
homogenus, fr Gk homogenes, fr hom- t genos kind - more at kin] - 
homogeneously adv, homogeneousness n 

homogen- ize, -ise /ho'mojamez, ha-/ vt 1 to make homogenct^us 2 to 
reduce the particles of so that they are uiTiformly small and evenly 
distributed, esp to break up the fat globules of (milk) into very fine 
particles ^ vi to become homogenized - homogenizer n, homogenization 
A'z,aysh(a)n/ n 

homogenous /ho'mojanas, ha-/ adj 1 of or exhibiting homogeny 2 
HOMOGENEOUS 1 , 2 , 3 

homogeny /ho'mojam, ha-/ n correspondence between parts or organs 
due to descent from the same ancestral type 

homograft /'hohma,grahfl. 'homo-/ n a graft of tissue taken from a 
donor of the same species as the recipient 

homograph /'homagrahf, -,graf, 'hoh-/ n any of 2 or more words spelt 
alike but different in meaning, denvation, or pronunciation (e g the noun 
conduct and the verb conduct) - horoographic /.homa'grafik, .hohma-/ 
adj 

homoi-, homoio- comb form homoe- 

homoiotherm /ha'moyoh.thuhm/ n a warm-blooded organism - 
homoiotheimy n, homoiothermic /ha.moyoh'thuhmik/, homoiotbermai 
adj 

homologate /ho'mobgayt/ vt to sanction or allow, esp officially [ML 
homologatus, pp of homologare to agree, ft Gk homologein, fr homolo- 
gos] - homologation /ho,mob'gaysh(3)n/ « 

homologoua /ho'mobgas/ adj la having the same relative position, 
value, or structure b(l) exhibiting biologu^l homology (2) of chromo- 
somes ioining together with each other in pdirs at meiotic cell division and 
having the same or corresponding genes e belonging to or consisting of 
a chemical series (e g the alkanes) whose giembers exhibit homology 2 
derived from an organism of the same species (a ^ tissue graft) [Gk 
homologos agreeing, fr hom- f legem to say - more at legend] - 
homniogize /-jiez/ vb 

homologua, NAm also homolog /'homalog/ n a chemical compound, 
chromosome, etc that exhibits homology 

homology /ho'mobji/ n 1 correspondence in structure but not necess- 
arily in function a between different parts of the same individual b 
between parts of different organisms due to evolutionary differentiation 
from a common ancestor 2 the rebtion existing a between chemical 
compounds in a scries whose successive members have a regular difference 
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in composition b between elements in the same group of the penodic table 
3 a similarity often attributable to common origin - chiefly fml 
homomorphy /'hom3.mawfi/ n similanty of form (with different funda- 
mental structure or origin) [ISV] ~ homomorphism n, homomorphic 
/-'mawfik/ adj 

homonym /'homonim/ n la a homophone b a homograph c any of 2 
or more words that are both spelt and pronounced alike 2 a namesake 

- chiefly fml [L homonymum, fr Gk homonymon, fr neut of homonymos 
having the same name, fr horn- ^ onyma, onoma name - more at namk] 

- homonymic /.homa'nimik, ,hoh-/, homonymous /ho'monimas, hoh-/ 
adj, homonymously adv, homonymy n 

homophone /'homafohn/ n 1 any of 2 or more words pronounced alike 
but different in meaning, derivation, or spelling (e g to. too, and two) 2 
a character or group of characters pronounced the same as another [ISV] 

- homophonous /ho'mofanas/ adj 

homophonic /.homaTonik/ adj of or being music consisting of a single 
accompanied melodic line - compare polyphonk' [Gk homophonos 
being in unison, fr horn- ♦ phone sound - more at 'ban] - homophony 
/ho'mofani/ n 

homopterous /hoh'moptaras/ adj of a large suborder of true bugs that 
have sucking mouthparts and include the aphids and cicadas [denv of Gk 
horn- + pteron wing - more at pfathfr] - homopteran /-ran/ n or 

. - i,. 

Homo sapiens /.hohmoh 'sapi enz, 'homoh*/ n mankind -F tvoi - 
uTioN [NL. species name, fr Homo, genus name ♦ sapiens, specific 
epithet, fr L, wise, intelligent - more at 'homo, sapifnt] 
homosexual /.hom3‘seksyoo(.Y)l, -Vkshta)!/ adj or n (of, for, or being) 
sby having a sexual preference for members of his/her own sex - compare 
iiFiFKOsi xuAi - homosexually adj, homosexuality A.seksyoo'abti. 
-sho(j-/ n 

homozygote /.hohmoh'/iegoht, , homoh-. -'zigoht/ n an animal, plant, 
or cell having identical alleles of a particular gene and so breeding true 
for that gene - compare uriLRo/YfioiF [ISV] ^ homozygosity 
/-'gos,iti/, homozygosis /-'gohsis/ n, homozygous /-'ziegas/ adj 
homunculus /ho'mungkyoobs/ n, pi homunculi /-.lie/ a little man, a 
manikin [L, dim of homin-, homo man - more at homauf] 
homy, homey /’hohmi/ adj homelike -- chiefly infml 
hone /holm/ vr or n (to sharpen or make more keen or effective with or 
as if with) a stone for sharpening a cutting tool {Hnely ^d sarcasm) [n 
MF. fr OF han stone, akin to ON hem whetstone, L cot-, cm, Gk konos 
cone, vb fr n] 

honest /'onist/ adj 1 free from fraud or deception, legitimate, truthful 
2 respectable or worthy 3a marked by integrity b frank, sincere <an ~ 
answer) [ME. fr OF honeste, fr L Aones/us honourable, fr honos. honor 
honour] 

.honest broker n a neutral mediator 

‘honestly /-li/ adv to speak m an honest way I don't know why / 
bother'} [iioNLSi ^ ’-i y] 

honesty /'onisti/ n la upnght and straightforward conduct, integnty b 
sinccnty, truthfulness 2 any of a genus of European plants of the mustard 
family with large broad smooth semitransparent seed pods 
honey /'hum/ n la (a pale golden colour like that typical oO a sweet 
VISCOUS sticky liquid formed from the nectar of flowers m the honey sac 
of vanous bees b a swcx‘t liquid resembling honey that is collected or 
produced by vanous insects 2 sthg sweet or agreeable, sweetness 3 chiefly 
NA/n sweetheart, dear 4 a superlative example <a of' a girl - Philip 

Roth) - chiefly infml [ME hony, fr OE hunig", akin to OHG honag honey, 
L canicae bran] 

'honey .badger n a ratel 

'honey.bee /-.bee/ n (a social honey-producing bee related to),^ Euro- 
pean bee kept for its honey and wax ,.5" dkffncf 
'honey .buzzard n a Eurasian and African hawk that feeds on the larvae 
of wasps and bees 

''honey, comb /-.kohm/ n 1 (sthg resembling m shape or structure) a 
mass of 6-sided wax cells built by honeybees in their nest to contain their 
brood and stores of honey 2 (tripe from) the second stomach of a cow 
or other ruminant mammal 

’honeycomb vt 1 to cause to be chequered or full of cavities like a 
honeycomb 2 to penetrate into every part; nddle (^the government /s — cd 
with spies - T H White) 

'honey, dew /-.dyooh/ n a sweet deposit secreted on the leaves of plants 
usu by aphids 

.honeydew 'melon n a pale smooth-skinned muskmelon with greenish 
sweet flesh 


'honey .eater n any of several chiefly S Pacific songbirds with a long 
tongue for extracting nectar and small insects from flowers 
honeyed also honied /'hunid/ adj sweetened (as iQ with honey <- 
words'} 

‘honey .guide n any of several small plainly coloured birds that inhabit 
Afnca, the Himalayas, and the £ Indies and are supposed to lead people 
or animals to the nests of bees 

‘honey, moon /-.moohn/ n 1 the penod immediately following mar- 
nage, esp when taken as a holiday by the marned couple 2 a penod of 
unusual harmony following the establishment of a new relationship <r/ie 
government's with the public} [honey + 'moon 2] - honeymoon vi, 
honeymooner n 

‘honey .sac n a distension of the oesophagus of a bee in Which honey is 
produced 

'honey.suckle /-.suki/ n any of a genus of (climbing) shrubs usu with 
showy sweet-smelling flowers nch m nectar [ME honysoukel, alter, of 
honysouke, fr OE hunisuce, fr hunig honey * sucan to suck] 

'honk /hongk/ n (a sound made by a car’s elcctnc horn like) the short loud 
unmusical tone that is the characteristic cry of the goose [imit] 

’honk vb to (cause to) make a honk <t/ie driver ^ed his horn} - 
honker n 

honkie, honky /'hongki/ n, chiefly NAm a white man - derog; used by 
Blacks [ongin unknown] 

honky-tonk /'hongki .tongk/ n 1 a form of ragtime piano playing 2 a 
cheap nightclub or dance hall - chiefly infml [ongin unknown] -- 
honky-tonk adj 

honorarium /.ons'rean am/ n. pi honorariums, honoraria /-ri d/ a 
payment in recognition of professional services on which no pnee is set 
[L, fr neut of honoranus] 

honorary /onfalran/ adj la conferred or elected in recognition of 
achievement, without the usual obligations (an ^ degree} b unpaid, 
voluntary <;an ^ chairman') 2 depending on honour for fulfilment (an 
obligation} [L honoranus, fr honor] - honorarily adv 
'honorific /.ona'nfik/ adj 1 confernng or conveying honour (^ titles} 

2 belonging to or constituting a class of grammatical forms (eg in 
Chinese) used m speaking to or about a social supenor - honoriflcally 
adv 

’honorific n an hononfic expression 

'honour, NAm chiefly honor /'ono/ n la good name or public esteem (his 
- was at stake} b outward respect, recognition 2 a pnvilcge </ have rAe 
to welcome you} 3 cap a person of supenor social standinR - now used 
esp as a title for a holder of high office (e g a judge in court) (if Your 
Honour pleases} 4 one who brings respect or fame (was an — to bis 
profession} 5 a mark or symbol of distinction' e g a an exalted title or 
rank b a ceremonial nle or observance - usu pi (buned with full military 
'-s) 6 pi a course of study for a university degree more exacting and 
specialized than that leading to a pa.ss degree 7 (a woman's) chastity or 
punty 8a a high standard of ethical conduct, integnty b one’s word given 
as a pledge <; ^ bound} 9 pi social courtesies or civilities extended by a 
host (did the at the table} 10a an ace. king, queen, or jack of the 
trump suit in whist, also these cards and the 10 in bridge or the 4 aces 
when the contract is no trumps b the pnvilege of playing first from the 
tec in golf awarded to the player who won the previous hole [ME, fr OF 
honor, fr L honos. honor] 

’honour, NAm chiefly honor vf la to regard or treat with honour or 
respect b to confer honour on 2a to live up to or fulfil the terms of 
a commitment} b to accept and pay when due (^ a cheque} 3 to salute 
(c g one’s partner) with a bow in a country dance 
honourable, NAm chiefly honorable /'on(a)rabl/ adj 1 worthy of 
honour 2 performed or accompanied with marks of honour or respect 3 
entitled to honour - used as a title for the children of certain British 
noblemen and for vanous government officials 4a bnnging credit to the 
possessor or doer (an - performance} b consistent with an untarnished 
reputation (an - discharge from the army} 5 charactenzed by (moral) 
integnty (his intentions were } 

'honours .list n a twice-yearly produced list of people who are to be 
honoured by the Bntish sovereign in recognition of their public service 
hooch /hoohch/ n, NAm spints, esp when infenor or illicitly made or 
obtained - slang [short for hoochinoo (spints made by the Hoochinoo 
Indians of Alaska)] 

'hood /hood/ n la a loose often protective covenng for the top and back 
of the head and neck that is usu attached to the neckline of a garment b 
a usu leather covenng for a hawk’s head and eyes 2a an ornamental scarf 
worn over an academic^wn that indicates by its colour the wearer's 
university and degree 3" garment b a ho^ike marking, crest, or 
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expansion on the head of an animal (e g a cobra or seal) 3a a folding 
waterproof top cover for an open car, pram, etc b a cover or canopy for 
carrying off fumes, smoke, etc 4 NAm bonnp.t 2 [ME, fr OE hdd\ akin 
to OHG huot head covenng] - hood vt 
*hood n a hoodlum or gangster - infml 

•hood /-hood/ suffix (adj or n -* n) 1 state or condition of 
(priesfbood} <manhood> 2 quality or character of (^likelihoody 3 time 
or period of <cA//dhood> 4 instance of (a specified quality or condition) 
<4 falsehood} 5 sing or pi in constr body or class of people sharing (a 
specified character or state) (bwfherhood) (pnesthood) [ME -hod, fr 
OE -had; akin to OHG -heit state, condition, heitar bnght, clear] 
'hooded adj 1 covered (as lO by a hood eyes) 2 shaped like a 
hood 

.hooded 'crow o a black and grey Eurasian crow closely related to the 
carrion crow 

hoodie Aoodi/, hoodie crow n, chiefly Scot hooded crow 
hoodlum /'hoohdbm/ n 1 a (violent) thug 2 a young rowdy [ongin 
unknown] - hoodlumish adj 

'hocKloo /hoohidooh/ n, pi hoodoos chiefly NAm voodoo [of African 
origin; akin to Hausa hu^'du^'ba' to arouse resentment] ~ boodooism n 
^hoodoo vt, chiefly NAm to cast an evil spell on. broadly to bring bad 
luck to 

hoodwink /'hood.wingk/ vt to deceive, delude - chiefly infml ['hood > 
'wink] - hoodwinker n 

hooey /hooh-i/ n nonsense - slang [ongin unknown] 

'hoof /hoohf, hoof/ n, pi hooves /hoohvz/, hoofs (a foot with) a curved 
homy casing that protects the ends of the digits of a horse, cow. or similar 
mammal and that corresponds to a nail or claw anaiomy [ME, 
fr OE hof, akin to OHG huof hoof, Skt ^pha] - hoofed adj - on the hoof 
of a meat animal before being butchered; while still alive 0Op a pound 
on the hoof) 

’hoof vf to kick ^ VI to go on foot - usu it USE infml 
'hoof, beat A, beet/ n the sound of a hoof stnking a hard surface 
hoofer /'hoohfa, 'hoofa/ n, SAm a professional dancer - slang 
hoo*ha /hooh Jiah/ n a fuss, to-do - chiefly infml [prob imit] 

'hook /hook/ n 1 (sthg shaped like) a curved or bent device for catching, 
holding, or pulling 2a (a flight oO a ball in golf that deviates from a 
straight course in a direction opposite to the dominant hand of the player 
propelling it - compare slice b an attacking stroke in cncket played with 
a horizontal bat aimed at a ball of higher than waist height and intended 
to send the ball on the leg side 3 a short blow delivered in boxing with 
a circular motion while the elbow remains bent and ngid [ME, fr OE hoc; * 
akin to MD hoec fishhook, comer, OHG hako hook, Lith kenge] - by 
hook or by crook by any possible means > book, line, and sinker 
completely (^swallowed all the lies hook, line, and sinker) 

’hook vt 1 to form into a hook (shape) 2 to seize, make fast, or connect 
(as lO by a hook 3 to make (e g a rug) by drawing loops of yam, thread, 
or cloth through a coarse fabnc with a hook 4a to hit or throw (a ball) 
so that a hook results b to play a hook in cncket at (a ball) or at the 
bowhng of (a bowler) 5 to steal - infml ^ vi 1 to form a hook; curve 2 
to become hooked 3 to play a hook in cricket or golf 
hookah Aooka, -kah/ n a water pipe (with a single flexible tube by 
which smoke is drawn through water and into the mouth) - compare 
NARGHILE [Ar huqqah bottle of a water pipe] 

.hook and 'eye n a fastening device used chiefly on garments that 
consists of a hook that links with a loop 

hooked adj 1 (shaped) like or provided with a hook 2 made by hooking 
<4 rug} 3n addicted to dmgs - slang b very enthusiastic or compul- 
sively attached (to sthg specified) on skiing} - infml 
hooker Ahooka/ n 1 (the position oO a play er in rugby stationed in the 
middle of the front row of the scrum 3“ sport 2 chiefly NAm a 
woman prostitute - slang ['hook f '-er] 

'hook.up /-.up/ n (the plan oO a combination (e g of electromc circuits) 
used for a specific often temporary purpose (e g radio transmission) 
'hookworm /-.wuhm/ n (infestation with or disease caused by) any of 
severaf parasitic nematode worms that have strong mouth hooks for 
attaching to the host's intestinal lining 

hooky, hookey /’hooki/ n, chiefly NAm truant - chiefly in play hooky, 
infml [prob fr slang hook, hook it (to make off)] 
hooligan Aoohligan/ n a young ruffian or hoodlum [perh fr Patrick 
Hooligan fl 1898 Irish cnminal in London] - hooliganism n 
'hoop /hoohp/ n 1 a large (rigid) circular strip used esp for holding 
together the staves of containers, as a child’s toy, or to expand a woman’s 
skin 2 a circular figure or object 3 an arch through which balls must be 


hit in croquet [ME, fr OE hop; akin to MD hoep ring, hoop. Lith kabe 
hook] 

’hoop vt to bind or fasten (as iQ with a hoop - hooper n 
hoop-la /"hochp ,lah/ n a (fairground) game in which pnzes are won by 
tossing rings over them [partly fr 'hoop; partly fr hoopla (commotion, 
excitement, nonsense), fr F houp-la, inter]] 

hoopoe /'hoohpooh, -poh/ n (any of several birds related to) a Eurasian 
and N African bird with pale pinkish brown plumage, a long erectile crest, 
and a slender downward-curving bill [alter, of obs hoop, fr MF huppe, 
fr L upupa, of imit ongin] 
hooray /hoo'ray/ inteij hurray 

'hoot /hooht/ VI 1 to utter a loud shout, usu in contempt 2a to make (a 
sound similar to) the long-drawn-out throat noise of an owl b to sound 
the horn, whistle, etc of a motor car or other vehicle <r/ie dnver '^ed at 
me as he passed} 3 to laugh loudly - infml ^ v/ 1 to assail or dnvc out 
by hooting <-•' ed down the speaker} 2 to express in or by hooting ed 
their disapproval} [ME houten, of imit ongin] 

’hoot n 1 a sound of hooting 2 damn 2 </ couldn 't care 2 ^ s) 3 a source 
of laughter or amusement (the play was an absolute ~ ) USE (2, .1) 
infml 

hooter /'hoohta/ n, chiefly Br I a device (eg the horn of a car) for 
producing a loud hooting noise 2 the nose - infml ['hoot ^ '-er] 
hoots inteij, chiefly Scot - used to express impatience, dissatisfaction, or 
objection [origin unknown] 

hoover /'hoohva/ vb to clean using a vacuum cleaner 
Hoover trademark - used for a vacuum cleaner 
'hop /hop/ vb -pp- VI 1 to move by a quick spnngy leap or in a senes of 
leaps, esp to jump on I foot 2 to make a quick trip, esp by air 3 to board 
or leave a vehicle onto a bus} '-■vt 1 to jump over a fence} 2 
NAm to nde on, esp without authorization a train} USE (v/ 2. 3) 
infml [ME hoppen, fr OE hoppian, akin to OE hype hip] hop it Br go 
away! - infml 

’hop n la a short leap, esp on 1 leg b a bounce, a rebound 2 a short or 
long flight between 2 landings (/Jew to Bangkok in J ^s) 3 dancl 2 - 
infml 

’hop n 1 a climbing plant of the hemp family with inconspicuous green 
flowers of which the female ones are in cone-shaped catkins 2 pi the ripe 
dned catkins of a hop used esp to imparl a bitter flavour to beer [ME 
hoppe, fr MD, akin to OHG hopfo hop, OR sccaf shea! - more at 
sheaf] 

’hop vt -pp- to impregnate (esp beer) with hops 
'hope /hohp/ vi to wish with expectation of fulfilment ^ vt 1 to long for 
with expectation of obtainment 2 to expect with desire, trust [ME hopen, 
fr OE hopian, akin to MHG hoffen to hope] - boper n ~ hope against hope 
to hope without any basis for expecting fulfilment 
’hope n 1 trust, reliance (all my is in the Lord} 2a desire accompanied 
by expectation of or belief in fulfilment (has high -^sofan early recovery} 
b sby or sthg on which hopes are centred c sthg hoped for 
'hope .chest n, NAm sorioM drawer 

''hopeful /-f{^)\/ adj 1 full of hope (I’m he’ll come} 2 inspinng hope 
(the situation looks -^ ) -■ hopefulness n 
’hopeful n a person who aspires to or is likely to succeed (young ^ s) 
'hopefully /-fTa)l i/ adv 1 in a hopeful manner 2 it is hoped (^ he will 
arnve in time} - disapproved of by some speakers 
'hopeless /-lis/ adj 1 having no expectation of success 2a giving no 
grounds for hope <4 ^ case} b incapable of solution, management, or 
accomplishment (a task} 3 incompetent, useless - chiefly infml (I’m 
^ at sums} - hopelessly adv, hopelessness n 
hoplite /'hoplit/ n a heavily armed infantry soldier of ancient Greece 
[Gk hoplites, fr hoplon tool, weapon, fr hepehn to care for, work at - more 
at sepulchre] 

hopper /'hopa/ n 1 a leaping insect; specif an immature hopping form 
of an insect 2a a (funnel-shaped) reccptScle for the discharging or 
temporary storage of gram, coal, etc b a goods wagon with a floor 
through which bulk matenals may be discharged c a barge that can 
discharge dredged matenal through an opening bottom ['hop + '-er; (2) 
fr the shaking motion of hoppers used to feed grain into a mill] 
hopping /'hoping/ adv - hopping mad extremely annoyed - infml 
hopeack Aop,sak/ n 1 a coarse sacking material 2 a firm 
rough-sairfaced clothing fabnc woven in basket weave [ME hopsak sack 
for hopSk fr hoppe hop + sak sack] 

’hop,8COtch /-.skoch/ n a children’s game in which a player tosses an 
object (e g a stone) into areas of a figure outlined on the ground and hops 
through the figure and back to regain the object ['hop ^scotch slight 
cut, scratch, scratched line] 
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,hopf .skip, and Jump n a short distance - infml 
Horatian /ha'raysh(y)3n. ho-/ adj (charactenstic) of Horace or his 
poetry [L Horatianus, fr Horatius Horace (Quintus Horatius Flaccus) fS 
RC Roman poet] 

horde /hawd/ n 1 a (Mongolian) nomadic people or tnbe 2 a crowd, 
swarm [MF, G, & Pol; MF & G, fr Pol horda, of Mongolic origin, akin 
to Mongolian orda camp, horde] 

ho rehound /'haw.hownd/ n (a plant resembling or related to) a plant 
of the mint family with hoary downy leaves and bitter juice (ME 
horhoune, fr OE harhune, fr har hoary 4 hune horehound - more at 
moar] 

horizon /h3'riez(3)n/ n la the apparent junction of earth and sky b(l) 
the plane that is tangent to the earth's surface at an observer's position 
(2) (the great circle formed by the intersection with the celestial sphere 
oO the plane parallel to such a plane but passing through the earth’s centre 
c range of perception, expenence, or knowledge 2a the geological deposit 
of a particular time, usu identified by distinctive fossils b any of the 
reasonably distinct soil or subsoil layers in a vertical section of land [ME 
onzon, fr LL honzont-, honzon, fr Gk honzont-, honzon, fr prp of 
honzein to bound, define, fr horos boundary; akin to L urvu^ circumfer- 
ence of a city] - horizonal adj 

horizontal /.hon'zontl/ adj la near the honzon b in the plane of or 
(operating in a plane) parallel to the honzon or a base line, level < ^ 
distance} (jt engine} 2 of or concerning relationships between people 
of the same rank in different hierarchies - compare vtRiicAi 4 - 
horizontally adv 

hormone /hawmohn/ n (a synthetic substance with the action oO a 
product of living cells that usu circulates in body liquids (c g the blood 
or sap) and produces a specific effect on the activity of cells remote from 
Its point of ongin [Gk hormon, prp of horman to stir up, fr hormc 
impulse, assault - more at sfrum] - hormonal /haw'mohnl/ ad/, hormon- 
ally adv 

horn /hawn/ n lad) any of the usu paired bony projecting parts on the 
head of cattle, giraffes, deer, and similar hoofed mammals and some 
extinct mammals and reptiles (2) a permanent solid pointed part consist- 
ing of keratin that is attached to the nasal bone of a rhinoceros b a natural 
projection from an animal (e g a snail or owl) resembling or suggestive of 
a horn c the tough fibrous matenal consisting chiefly of keratin that 
covers or forms the horns and hooves of cattle and related animals, or 
other hard parts (e g claws or nails) d a hollow horn used as a container 
2 sthg resembling or suggestive of a horn e g a either of the curved ends 
of a crescent b a hom-shaped body of land or water 3a an animal’s horn 
used as a wind instrument b(l) hunting horn (2) frfnch horn c a 
wind instrument used in a jazz band; esp a trumpet d a device (c g on a 
motor car) for making loud warning noises <a fog ~ > [ME, fr OE, akin 
to OHG ham, L cornu, Gk keras] - horn adj, horned adj. hornless adj. 
hornlike adj 

hornbeam /'hawn.beem/ n any of a genus of trees of the hazel family 
with smooth grey bark and hard white wood [horn • 'beam, fr its hard 
smooth wood] 

'horn, bill /-.bil/ n any of a family of large Old World birds with enormous 
bills 

hornblende /’hawn.blend/ n a dark mineral that consists chiefly of 
silicates of calcium, magnesium, and iron and is a major constituent of 
many igneous and mctamorphic rocks [G] - hornblendic /hawn'blendik/ 
adj 

'horn.book /-.book/ n a child’s pnmer that consisted of a sheet of 
parchment or paper protected by a sheet of transparent horn 
.horned 'toad n any of several small insect -eating lizards of W USA and 
Mexico with hornlike spines 

hornet /'hawnit/ n a large wasp with a black and yellow bandeo ’iMomen 
and a powerful sting [ME hemet, fr OE hymet, akin to OHG homaz 
hornet, L crabro] 

'hornet's .nest n an angry or hostile reaction - esp in stir up a hornet’s 
nest 

horn in vi to intrude > slang; oAen 4 on 
.horn of 'plenty n a cornucopia 

'horn.pipe /-.piep/ n (a piece of music for) a lively Bntish folk dance 
typically associated with sailon [ME, wind instrument made partly of 
horn] 

'horn-.rims n pi glasses with horn rims - hom-rimmed adj 
'horn,swo9gle /-.swogl/ vt to bamboozle, hoax - slang [ongin 
unknown] 

horny /'hawni/ adj 1 (made) of horn 2 sexually aroused - slang [(2) 
horn (erect penis) + -y] 


horology /ho'robji/ n 1 the science of measunng time 2 the art of 
constructing instruments for indicating time [Gk hora hour 4 £ -logy] 

- horologcr n, horologist n, horologic /.hora'Iojik/, borological adj 
horoscope /'hora.skohp/ n (an astrological forecast based on) a diagram 

of the relative positions of planets and signs of the zodiac at a specific time, 
esp sby’s birth, used by astrologers to infer individual character and 
personality traits and to foretell events in a person’s life [MF, fr L 
horoscopus, fr Gk horoskopos, fr hora -h skopein to look at - more at 
spy] 

horrendous /ha'rendas/ adj dreadful, horrible [L horrendus, fr gerun- 
dive of horrere to bnstle, tremble] - horrendously adv 
horrible /horabl/ adj 1 marked by or arousing horror (a ^ accident} 

2 extremely unpleasant or disagreeable - chiefly infml < - weather} [ME. 
fr MF, fr L hornbihs, fr horrere] - horribieness n, horribly /’honbli/ 
adv 

horrid /'hond/ adj 1 homblc, shocking 2 repulsive, nasty <a httle 
boy} [L horndus rough, shaggy, bnstling, fr horrere] - horridly adv, 
horridness n 

horrific /ha’rifik/ adj arousing horror, hornfying <a account of the 
tragedy} - horriflcally adv 

horrify /'honfic/ vt 1 to cause to feel horror 2 to fill with distaste, shock 

- horrifyingly adv 

horror /’hora/ n la intense fear, dread, or dismay b intense aversion or 
repugnance 2 (sby or sthg that has) the quality of inspiring horror 
(contemplating the -- of their lives - Liam O’Flahcriy) (that child is a 
perfect 3 p/ a state of horror, depression, or apprehension - chiefly 
infml [ME horrour, fr MF horror, fr L. action of trembling, fr horrere 
to tremble, akin to OE gorst gorsc, Gk chersos dry land] 
'horror-.ntruck, 'horror-,stricken adj filled with horror 
hors de combat /.aw da 'kombah (Fr oir da kaba)/ adv or adj out of 
the fight; disabled [F] 

hors d'oeuvre /.aw 'duhv {Fr arr deevr)/ n. pi hors d'oeuvres also bbrs 
d*oeuTre /’duhv(z) (Fr - )/ any of various savoury fcKxls usu served as 
appetizers [F hors-d’oeuvre, lit , outside of work] 

'horse /haws/ n, pi horses, (3) horse la(l) a large solid-hooted 
plant-eating quadruped mammal domesticated by humans since prehis- 
toric times and used as a beast of burden, a draught animal, or for riding 
^ ^ anatomy (2) a racehorse (play the --s> b a male horse, a stallion 
or gelding 2a a usu 4-legged frame for supponing sthg (e g planks) b(l) 
POMMEL HORSE (2) VAULTING HORSE 3 Sing or pi in constr the cavalry 
4 a mass of wall rock occurring in a vein 5 a rope suspended from the 
yard of^ sailing ship, on which the seamen stand when working on the 
sails JT ship 6 heroin - slang [ME hors, fr OE, akin to OHG hros 
horse) - from the horse's mouth from the onginal source 
’horse ' ; lo engage in horseplay (horsing around} ^ vr to provide (e g a 
person o." vehicle) with a horse 
'’horse, back /-bak/ n - on horseback mounted on a horse 
’horseback adv, chiefly SAm on horsfrac k 
'horse, bean /-.been/ n broad bean [horse (large, coarse, in names of 
plants & animals), fr horse] 

'horse.box /-.boks/ n a lorry or closed trailer for transporting horses 
'horse .brass n a brass ornament worn ong on a horse's harness 
'horse.breaker /-.brayka/ n one who breaks in or trams horses 
.horse 'chestnut n (the large glossy brown seed oQ a large tree wiih 
5-lobed leaves and erect conical clusters of showy flowers piani 
'horse.f ly /-.llie/ n any of a family of swift usu large flies with bloodsuck- 
ing females - compare clf g 

'horse.hair /-.hea/ n hair (from the mane or tail) of a horse, also cloth 
made from this 

horse latitudes n pi either of 2 belts in the region of latitudes 30'N and 
30‘S with weather charactenzed by calms and light changeable winds 
'horse.laugh /-.lahf/ n a loud boisterous laugh 
'horse .mackerel n any of vanous large (food) fishes 
'horseman /-man/, fern 'horsc,woman /i 1 a nder on horseback 2 a 
(skilled) breeder, tender, or manager of horses - horsemanship n 
'horse.play /-.play/ n rough or boisterous play 
'horsa.power /-.powa/ n an impenal unit of power equal to 
about 746W 

'horse.radish /-.radish/ /i 1 a tall coarse white-flowered plant of the 
mustard family 2 (a condiment prepared from) the pungent root of the 
horseradish 

'horse .sense n a^MMON sense 

'hor8e.shit /-.shit/ n, chiefly NAm bullshit - vulg 

'hor8e.shoe /-.shooh/ n (sthg with a shape resembling) a shoe for horses. 
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usu casting of a narrow U-shaped plate of iron fitting the nm of the 
hoof ARCHITECTURE - horgcshoe yf, borseshoer /-.shooh* 9 / n 

horMthov iMt n any of several Old World bats with a horseshoe-shaped 
pad on the muzzle 

horseshoe crab n, NAm king crab 

'horsejl^l /-.tayl/ n any of a genus of flowerless plants related to the 
ferns PLANT 

'horse*,trading n negotiation accompanied by hard bargaining and 
reciprocal concessions 

'horse.whip /-,wip/ vt to flog (as iO with a whip for horses 
'horse. woman /-.wooman/ n a female horseman 
horsey, bony /’hawsi/ adj 1 of or resembling a horse 2 very interested 
in horses, horse nding, or horse racing 3 charactcnstic of horsemen - 
borsily adv, horsineM n 

horsie /'hawsi/ n - used as a pet name for a horse 
horst /hawst/ n a block of the e^h’s crust higher than and separated 
by faults from adjacent blocks geography (G1 
hortative /hawtativ/, hortatory /hawtatfaln/ adj giving encourage- 
ment - fml [LL hMtativus, fr L hortatus, pp of hortan to urge - more 
at yearn] - hortatively adv 

horticulture /liawti,kulcha/ n the science and art of growing fruits, 
vegetables, and flowers (L hortus garden ^ E f culture - more at 
^YARO] - horticultural /,hawti'kulch(9)r3l/ac(/, horticulturally adv. horti- 
culturist n 

hosanna /hoh'zana/ inteij or n (used as) a cry of acclamation and 
adoration [ME osanna, fr LL, fr Gk hosanna, fr Heb hoshi’ah-nna pray, 
save (us)!] 

'hose /hohz/ n, pi {!) hose, (2) hoses 1 a leg covering that sometimes 
coverjrte foot: e g a short breeches reaching to the knee ^doublet and 
GARMENI b pJ, chiefly SAm stockings; also tights 2 a flexible 
tube for conveying fluids (e g from a tap or in a car engine) [ME, fr OE 
hosa stocking, husk; akin to OHG hosa leg covering. Gk kystis bladder. 
OE hyd hide] 

’hose vt to spray, water, or wash with a hose down a stable floor'} 
Hosea /hoh'zce*®/ n (an Old Testament book ascribed to) a Hebrew 
prophet of the 8th c bc [Heb Hoshea'l 

hosepipe /'hohz.piep/ n a length of hose for conveying water (e g for 
watering plants or putting out fires) 
hosiery /hohzyan/ n socks, stockings, and fights in general 
hospice /"hospis/ n l a place of shelter for travellers or the destitute (run 
by a religious order) 2 Bra nursing home, esp for terminally ill patients 
[F, fr L hospitium, fr hospit-, hospes host - more at ^hgst] , 

hospitable /ho'spitabi, 'hos-/ adj la offering "a generous and cordial 
welcome (to guests or strangers) b offenng a pleasant or sustaining 
environment <a ^ climate'} 2 readily receptive to new ideas} - 
hoapitably adv 

hospital /liospitl/ n 1 an institution where the sick or injured are given 
medical care - often used in British English without an article <fAe injured 
were taken to ^} 2 a repair shop for specified small objects <a doll’s ^ > 
[ME, fr OF, fr ML hospitale, fr LL, hospice, fr L, guest room, fr neul of 
hospitaUs of a guest, fr hospit-. hospes] 
hospitality /Jiospi'talati/ n hospitable treatment or reception 
hospital-ize, -ise /'hospitl iez/ vt to place in a hospital as a patient - 
hoflpitallzatlon /.hospitl ie'zaysh(9)n/ n 

Hospitallar, NAm Hospitaler /hospitJ a/ n a member of a chantable. 
orig military, religious order established in Jerusalem in the 12th c [ME 
hospitaller, fr MF, fr ML hospitalanus, fr LL hospitale] 

'host /hohst/ n 1 a very large number; a multitude 2 an army - chiefly 
poetic or archaic [ME, fr OF, fr LL hostis, fr L, stranger, enemy - more 
at guest] 

’host n la an innkeeper (^mine -- > b one who receives or entertains guests 
socially or ofTicially c sby or sihg that provides facilities for an event or 
function <our college served as for the chess tournament} 2a a living - 
animal or plant on or in which a parasite or smaller organism lives b an 
individual into which a tissue or part is transplanted from another 3 a 
compere on a radio or television programme [ME hoste host, guest, fr 
OF, fr L hospit-, hospes, fr hostis] 

*host vr to act as host at or of <^ed a series of TV programmes} 

*host ii, often cap the bread consecrated in the Eucharist [ME hoste, fr 
MF hoiate» fr LL ft L; LL hostia Eucharist, fr L, sacrifice] 
hostage /Tiostij/ n a person held by one party as a pledge that promises 
will be kept or terms met by another party (.hijackers took J s> [ME, 
fr OF, fr hoste host, guest] 

hostel /liosti/ n l chiefly Br a supervised residential home: e g a an 
establishment providing accommodation for nurses, students, etc b an 


institution for junior offenders, ex-oflenders, etc, encouraging social 
adaptation 2 youth hos ill 3 an inn - chiefly poetic or archaic [ME, 
lodging, inn, fr OF, fr LL hospitale hospice] - hosteller n 
'hostelry An/ n an inn, hotel 

hostess /hoh'stes/ n 1 a woman who entertains socially or acts as host 
2a a female employee on a ship, aeroplane, etc who manages the provision- 
ing of food and attends to the needs of passengers b a woman who acts 
as a companion to male patrons, esp in a nightclub; also a prostitute 
hostile Ahostiel/ adj 1 of or constiniting an enemy 2 antagonistic, 
unfriendly 3 not hospitable ~ environment} [MF or L. MF, fr L 
hostilis, fr Aosfis] - hostile n, hostilely adv 

hostility /ho'stibti/ n I pi overt acts of warfare 2 antagonism, oppo- 
sition, or resistance [hosth 1 - + -ity] 
hostler /'osb/ n. chiefly NAm an ostler 

'hot /hot/ adj -tt- la having a relatively high temperature b capable of 
giving a sensation of heat or of burning, searing, or scalding c having a 
temperature higher than normal btxly temperature 2 a vehement, fiery (a 
-- temper} b sexually excited; also sexually arousing c eager, enthusias- 
tic ('-' on the idea} d of or being an exciting style of jazz with strong 
rhythms - compare ‘ccxil 2c 3 severe, stringent - usu 4 on (police are 
on drunken drivers} 4 having or causing the sensation of an uncom- 
fortable degree of body heat < felt too > 5 a very recent, fresh ('- off 
the press} b close to sihg sought (guess again, you're getting -> 6 a 
suggestive of heat or of burning objects colours} b pungent, peppery 
<a curry} 7a of intense and immediate interest, sensational b perform- 
ing well or strongly fancied to win (e g in a sport) favounte} c 
currently popular; selling very well d very good - used as a generalized 
term of approval (his English is not so ~ > 8 (of, being, or for material 
that is) radioactive 9a recently and illegally obtained < jewels} b 
wanted by the police USE i2b. 2c, & 7d) infml, (9) slang [ME. fr OE hat, 
akin to OHG heiz hot. Lith kaisti to get hot] - hottish adj, hotness n 
’hot adv hotly 

.hot 'air n empty talk - chiefly mfml 

'hot,bod /-.bed/ n 1 a bed of soil heated esp by fermenting manure and 
used for forcing or raising seedlings 2 an environment that favours rapid 
growth or development, esp of sthg specified <'a ^ of crime} 

, hot-blooded adj excitable, ardent - hot-bloodedness n 
hotchpotch /hoch.poch/ n a mixture composed of many usu unrelated 
parts, a jumble [ME hochepot, fr MF, fr OF, fr hochier to shake * 
pof] 

.hot .cross 'bun n a yeast -leavened spicy bun marked with a cross and 
eaten esp on Good Fnday 

'hot .dog n a frankfurter or other sausage (heated and served m a bread 
roll) 

hotel /(h)oh’tel/ n a usu large establishment that provides meals and 
(temporary) accommodation for the public, esp for people travelling away 
from home [F hotel, fr OF' hostel] 

Hotel - a communications code word for the letter h 
hotelier /(h)oh tclya, -yay/ n a propnetor or manager of a hotel [F 
hotelier, fr OF hosteller, fr hostef] 

.hot 'flash n. NAm mot fi ush 

.hot 'flush n a sudden bnef flushing and sensation of heat, usu associated 
with an imbalance of endoenne hormones occurnng esp at the meno- 
pause 

'hotfoot /-.foot/ VI or adv (to go) in haste - hotfoot it to hotfoot 
'hothead /-.hed/ n a hotheaded person 

.hotheaded /-'hedid/ adj fiery, impetuous - hotheadcdly adv, hot- 
headedness n 

"hothouse /-.hows/ n a heated greenhouse, esp for tropical plants 
’hothouse adj delicate, overprotcctcd 

'hot .line n a direct telephone line kept in constant readiness for immedi- 
ate communication (e g between heads of |tate) 

'hotly /-li/ adv in a hot or fiery manner debated issue} 

.hot 'metal n a method of printing using tj)pe cast directly from molten 
metal 

.hot 'pepper n (a plant bearing) any of Vinous small usu thin-walled 
pungent capsicum fruits 

'hot 4>late n a metal plate or spiral, usu oq an electric cooker, on which 
food can be heated and cooked 

'hot ,|Sipt n a (mutton, lamb, or beef and potato) stew cooked esp in a 
covered pot 

,hot po'teto n a controversial or sensitive question or issue - infml 
'hot ,rod n a motor vehicle rebuilt or modified for high speed and fast 
acceleration - hot-rodder n 

'hot ,soat n 1 a position involving ask, embarrassment, or responsibility 
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for decision-making </n the at the interview') - infml 2 ti fctric 
CHAIR - slang 

'hotshot /-,shol/ n a showily successful or important person - infml - 
hotshot adj 

.hot 'spring n a spring of naturally hot water fni:rgy 
.hot 'stuff n 1 shy or sthg of outstanding ability or quality 2 sby or sthg 
sexually exciting <^she's really ^ > USE infml 

Hottentot /'hot(3)n.tot/ n a member, or the language, of a people of 
southern Africa apparently of mixed Bushman and Bantu ongin 
(Afnkl 

hot up vi to become hot, increase in activity, intensity, liveliness, 
excitement, etc (airraids began to hot up about the beginning of February 
~ George Orwell) ~ vt to make hotter, livelier, or faster 
.hot 'water n a distressing predicament (likely to lead to punishment), 
trouble - infml 

,hot-'water .bottle n a usu flat rubber container that is filled with hot 
water and used esp to warm a (person in) bed 
'hound /hownd/ n I a dog. esp one of any of vanous hunting breeds 
typically with large drooping ears and a deep bark that track their prey 
by scent 2 a mean or despicable person 3 one who is devoted to the 
pursuit of sthg specified (ME. fr OE bund, akin to OHG hunt dog, L 
cams, Gk kyon] 

‘hound vt 1 to pursue (as lO with hounds 2 to harass persistently - 
bounder n 

'hound's-.tongue n any of vanous coarse plants of the borage family 
with tongue-shaped leaves (and dull reddish-purple flowers) 

.hounds, tooth 'check /-.toohth/, houndVtooth check n a small 
broken-check textile pattern 

hour /owV n 1 (any of the 7 times of day set aside for) a daily liturgical 
devotion 2 tht*24th part of a day, a penod of 60 minutes 3a the time of 
day reckoned in hours and minutes by the clock, esp the beginning of each 
full hour measured by the clock (the train leaves on the ->- > b p/the time 
reckoned m one 24-hour penod from midnight to midnight (attack at 
0900 - s> 4a a fixed or customary period of time set aside for a usu 
specified purpose (the lunch • often pi (during office -^s) b a 
particular, usu momentous, penod or point of time (in his ^ of need} 
c the present (the story of the S pi one’s regular time of getting up 

or going to bed (kept late ^ s> 6 the work done or distance travelled at 
normal rate in an hour <thc city was 2 away) 7 MAm a unit of 
educational credit (ME, fr OF heure, fr l,L & L, LL hora canonical hour, 
fr L, hour of the day, fr Gk horn] 

''hourglass /-.glahs/ n a glass or perspex instrument for measunng time 
consisting of 2 bulbs joined by a narrow neck from the uppermost of which 
a quantity of sand, water, etc runs into the lower in the space of an 
hour 

‘hourglass adj shapely with a narrow waist (an figurey 
'hour .hand n the short hand that marks the hours on the face of a watch 
or clock 

hour! /hooan/ n, pi houris 1 any of the female virgin attendants of the 
blessed in the Muslim paradise 2 a voluptuously beautiful young woman 
(F, fr Per hun, fr Ar huriyah] 

'hourly /'owali/ adv 1 at or dunng every hour, also continually (we’re 
expecting him -^y 2 by the hour paid workersy 
‘hourly adj 1 occurnng or done every hour, also continual 2 reckoned 
by the hour 

'house /hows/ n, pi bouses /'howziz/ 1 a building designed for people 
to live in 2a an animal's shelter or refuge (c g a nest or den) b a building 
in which sthg is housed or stored (a hen ^ > c a building used for a 
particular purpose, esp eating, dnnking, or entertainment (a public - > 
3 any of the 12 equal sectors into which the celestial sphere is divided in 
astrology 4a sing or pi in constr the occupants of a house (you il wake 
the whole ^ > b a family including ancestors, descendants, and kindred 
(the of Tudory Sa (a residence oO « religious community b any of 
several groups into which a Bntish school may be divided for social 
purposes or games 6 (the chamber oO a legislative or deliberative 
assembly, esp a division of a tnxly consisting of 2 chambers 7a a business 
organization or establishment (a publishing ^ sty ley b cap a large 

building used by a business or institution - used in names (Transport 
House) c (the audience in) a theatre or concert hall (a full ) [ME hous, 
fr OE hus] akin to OHG hus house] - houseful n, houseless adj - on the 
house at the expense of an establishment or its management (have a dnnk 
on the house) 

’house /howz/ vt 1 to provide with accommodation or storage space 2 
to serve as shelter for; contain (a library s thousands of booksy 


‘house ar.rest n confinement to one's place of residence instead of 
prison 

'house, boat /-.boht/ n an often permanently moored boat that is fitted 
out as a home 

'house.bound /-.bownd/ adj confined to the house (eg because of 
illness) 

'houae.breaking /-.braykmg/ n an act of breaking into and entenng the 
house of another, with a criminal purpose - housebreaker n 
'house.broken /-.brohkan/ adj, chiefly NAm housetrained 
'house, carl /-.kahl/ n a member of the bodyguard of a Danish or early 
English king or noble [OE huscarl, fr ON huskarl, fr hus house f karl 
man] 

'house.coat /-.koht/ n a woman's light dressing gown fbr wear round 
the house; also a short overall 

'house, craft /-.krahft/ n 1 domestic science 2 skill in running a 
household 

'house, father /-.fahdha/, fem 'house, mother /-.mudha/ n sby in charge 
of a group of young people living in care (e g in a children's home) 
'house.fly /-.flic/ n a fiy found in most parts of the world that frequents 
houses and carnes disease 
‘house.guest /-.gest/ n gufst la 

''house.hold /-.hohld/ n sing or pi in constr all the people who live 
together in a dwelling 

‘household adj I domestic 2 familiar, common (a ^ name) 
household cavalry n a cavalry regiment appointed to guard a sover- 
eign or his/her residence 

'house.holder /-,hohld.V n a person who occupies a dwelling as owner 
or tenant 

household troops n pi tr(X)ps appointed to guard a sovereign or 
his/her residence 

'house.keeper /-.keepa/ n sby, esp a woman, employed to take charge 
of the running of a house 

'house.keeping /-.keeping/ n 1 (money used for) the day-to-day 
running of a house and household affairs 2 the general management of 
an organization which ensures its smooth running (c g the provision of 
equipment, keeping of records, etc) 3 the routine tasks that have to be 
done in order for sthg to function properly 

‘house, leek /-.leek/ n a pmk-flowered Eurasian plant which grows esp 
on walls and roofs 

'house.lights /-.liets/ n pi the lights that illuminate the auditonum of 
a theatre 

'house.maid /-.mayd/ n a female servant employed to do housework 
house.maid's knee n a swelling over the knee due to an enlargement 
of the bursa in the front of the kneecap [fr its frequent occurrence among 
servanis who often work on their knees] 

'houseman /-man/ n (one holding) the most junior grade of Bntish 
hospital doctor 

'house .martin n a European martin with blue-black plumage and white 
rump that nests on cliffs and under the eaves of houses 
'house.master /-.mahsta/, fem 'houae,inistress n a teacher in charge of 
a school house 

'house, mother /-.mudha/, masc 'house.father n sby in charge of a group 
of young people living in care (e g in a children's home) 

'house .mouse n a common usu grey mouse that lives and breeds in and 
around buildings and is found in most parts of the world 
house of cards n a precarious structure or situation 
.House of 'Commons n the lower house of the Bntish and Canadian 
parliaments law 
house of ill repute n a brothel ~ euph 

.House of 'Lords n 1 the upper house of Parliament 2 the body of Law- 
Lords that constitutes the highest Bntish court of appeal USE 

LAW 

House of Representatives n the lower house of the US Congress or 
Australian Parliament 

'houseparent /-.peorant/ n a housemother or housefather 
'house .party n a party lasting for a day or more held at a large, usu 
country, house 

'house.plant /-.piahnt/ n a plant grown or kept indoors 
'house-, proud adj (excessively) careful about the management and 
appearance of one's house 

'house .sparrow n a brown Eurasian sparrow that lives esp in or near 
human settlements 

,house-to-'house adj door-to-door I 

'house, top /-.top/ n a roof - fixHn the housetops for all to hear; in 
PUBLIC (shouting their grievances from the housetops) 
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'houM.train /-.trayn/ vt 1 chtefJy Br (o tram (e g a pet) to defecate and 
urinate outdoors 2 to teach (eg a person) to behave acceptably - 
humor 

'house, warming /-.wawming/ n a party to celebrate moving into a new 
house or premises 

housewife /*hows,wief; sense 2 'huzif/ n 1 a usu married woman who 
runs a house 2 a small container for needlework articles (e g thread) - 
houaewifcly /1iows,wiefli/ adj, houaewifery /•,wif(3)n/ n 
'house.work /-.wuhk/ n the work (e g cleaning) involved in maintaining 
a house 

housing /'howzing/ n 1 (the provision oO houses or dwelling-places 
collectively 2 a protective cover for machinery, sensitive instruments, 
etc 

housing association n a nonprofitmaking soaety that constructs, 
renovates, and helps tenants to rent or buy housing 
hovs /hohv/ past of hfave 

hoval /'hovl/ n a small, wretched, and often dirty house or abode 
IME) 

hover Aova/ vi 1 tp hang in the air or on the wing 2a to linger or wait 
restlessly around a place b to be m a state of uncertainty, ii resolution, or 
suspense [ME hoveren, freq of hoven to hover] - hover n, hoverer n 
'hovercraft /-.krahft/ n, pi hovercraft a vehicle supported on a cushion 
of air provided by fans and designed to travel over both land and sea 
'hover,fjW-,f1ie/ n any of vanous brightly coloured flics that hover m 
the air defence 

'hoverport /-.pawt/ n a place where passengers embark on and disem- 
bark from hovercraA [hovercraft + port] 

'hover.train /-, trayn/ n a tram that travels on a cushion of air along a 
special usu concrete track 

'how /how/ adv la in what manner or way do you spell <Jcno^ 
it works') b with what meaning; to what effect can you explain 
itT) c for what reason; why could you do itT) 2 by what measure 
or quantity much does it cost?) ~ often used in an exclamation as an 
intensive nice of you to comet) 3 in what state or condition (e g of 

health) <««' are you?) is the market today?) [ME, fr OE hu, akin to 
OHG hwuo how, OE hwa who - more at who] - how about what do you 
say to or think of <how about going to London for the day?) - how come 
how does it happen; why is it <how come we never meet?) - infml - how 
do you do - used as a formal greeting between people meeting for the first 
time - how’s that 1 - used to call attention to and invite comment on sthg 
<how’s that for enterprise?) 2 please repeat 3 - used in cncket as an 
appeal to the umpire to give the batsman out 
*how conj la the way, manner, or state in which, iremember ^ they 
fought) tasked he fdt) b that <do you remember ^ he arrived right 
at the end) 2 however, as it ^ you like) 

*how n the manner in which sthg is done <f/ie ^ and the why of it) 
howdah Aowda/ n a usu canopied seat on the back of an elephant or 
camel [Hindi hauda] 

.how-do-yoih'dOf how d’ye do /dya/ n a confused or embarrassing 
situation - infml [fr the phrase how do you do?] 
howdy /"howdi/ n. chiefly NAm hello - infml [alter of how do 
(you do)] 

howe /how, hoh/ n, Scot a hollow, valley [ME (northern) how, holi, fr 
OE hoK fr hoi, adj, hollow - more at hole] 

'however /how'eva/ conj in whatever manner or way <can go ^ he 
likes) 

’however adv 1 to whatever degree or extent; no matter how fast I 
eat) 2 m spite of that; nevertheless (would like logo; I think I’d better 
not) 3 how in the world (^ did you manage it?) - infml 
howff, howf /howf, hohf/ n, Scot a haunt, resort; esp a pub [tfhof 
enclosure; akm to OE hof enclosure, hyf hive] 
howitzer /*how-itza/ n a short cannon usu with a medium muzzle 
velocity and a relatively high trajectory [D houwitser, denv of Czech 
houfnice ballista] 

howl /howl/ vi la esp of dogs, wolves, etc to make a loud sustained 
dolehil cry h of wind to make a sustained wailing sound 2 to cry loudly 
and without restraint (e g with pain or laughter) ^ vt to utter with a loud 
sustained cry [ME houlen\ akin to MHG hiulen to howl. Gk kokyein to 
shriek] - bowl n 

howl down vt to express one’s disapproval of (c g a speaker or his/her 
views), esp by shouting m order to prevent from being heard 
howlor ?howb/ n a stupid and comic blunder ~ infml [howl 
+ *-er] 

‘howler .monkey a any of a genus of S and Central American monkeys 
that have a long prehensile tail and a loud howling cry 


howling /'howling/ adj very great, extreme, or severe <a ~ success) - 
infml 

howzat /how'zat/ inteij how’s that 3 [by alter ] 

'hoy /hoy/ inteij - used in attracting attention or in driving animals 
[ME] 

’hoy n a small usu fore-and-aft ngged coaster [ME, fr MD hoei] 
hoyden /hoydn/ n a boisterous girl [perh fr obs O heiden country lout, 
fr MD, heathen; akin to OE heethen heathen - more at heathen] - 
hoydenisfa adj 

hub /hub/ 71 1 the central part of a wheel, propeller, or fan through which 
the axle passes 2 the centre of activity or importance [prob alter, of 
^hob] 

hubble-bubble /'hubi ,bubl/ n 1 water pipe 2 2a fluiTy of noise or 
activity, a commotion [redupl of bubble] 

hubbub /'hubub/ n a noisy confusion, uproar [prob of Celt ongin; akin 
to ScGael ub ub, interj of contempt] 
hubby /'hubi/ n a husband - infml [by alter.] 
hubcap /'hub.kap/ n a removable metal cap placed over the hub of a 
wheel 

hubris /'hyoohbns/ n overweening pnde, usu leading to retribution [Gk 
hybns - more at out] - hubristic /liyooh'bnslik/ adj 
huckaback /'huka.bak/ n an absorbent durable fabnc of cotton, linen, 
or both, used chiefly for towels [ongm unknown] 
huckleberry /'huklb(a)n. -,ben/ n 1 (an edible dark blue or black berry 
oO any of a genus of Amencan shrubs of the heath family 2 a blueberry 
[perh alter of hurtlebeny (whortleberry, huckleberry)] 

'huckster /"huksta/ n 1 a hawker, pedlar 2 chiefly NAm one who wntes 
advertising matenal, esp for radio or television [ME hukster, fr MD 
hokester, fr hoeken to peddle, akin to MLG hoken to peddle - more at 
hawker] 

’huckster vi to haggle W 1 to deal in or bargain over 2 to promote 
or advertise, esp in an aggressive or underhand manner 
'huddle /'hudl/ vb huddling /’hudling, 'hudl ing/ vt 1 to crowd together 
2 to draw or curl (oneself) up ^ vt 1 to gather in a closely-packed group 
2 to curl up; crouch [prob fr or akin to ME hoderen to huddle] 
’huddle n 1 a closely -packed group, a bunch 2 a secretive or cun- 
spiratonal meeting (went into a with his colleagues) 
hue /hyooh/ n 1 a complexion, aspect (political factions of every - > 2 
' the attnbute of colours that permits them to be classed as red, yellow, 
green, blue, or an intermediate between any adjacent pair of these colours, 
also a colour having this attribute - compare i iciIITness, saturation 
[ME hewe, fr OE hiw, akin to OE har hoary - more at hoar] 
hue and 'cry /i 1 a cry formerly used when in pursuit of a cnminal 2 
a clamour of alarm or protest [hue (shout, outcry), fr ME hew, hu, fr OF 
hue, fr huer to shout, fr hu, inten] 
hued adj coloured - usu in combination (green-hued) 

'huff /huf/ VI 1 to emit loud puffs (e g of breath or steam) 2 to make 
empty threats (management ~cd and puffed about the chances of a 
lockout) [imit] 

’huff n - hufniy adv, huffiness n, huffish adj. huffy adj - in a huff in a 
piqued and resentful mood 

'hug /hug/ vt -gg- 1 to hold or press tightly, esp in the arms 2n to feel 
very pleased with (oneself) b to cling to; chensh ged his miseries like 
a sulky child - John Buchan) 3 to stay close to (thick smoke ged the 
ground) [perh of Scand ongm, akin to ON hugga to soothe] - huggable 
adj 

’hug 77 a tight clasp or embrace 

huge /hyoohj/ adj great in size, scale, degree, or scope, enormous ('^ 
mountains) (a ^ success) [ME, fr OF a/iqge] - hugely adv, huge- 
ness n 

'hugely /-li/ adv very much, enormously (wag excited) 
hugger-mugger /'huga .muga/ n 1 secrecy 2 confusion, muddle 
. [ongm unknown] ~ hugger-mugger adj or adv 
huh /huh, hah/ interj - used to express sbrpnse, disapproval, or 
inquiry 

hula also ,hula-'hula Aoola/ n a Polynesian dgnee involving swaying of 
the hips [Hawaiian] 

'hule .hoop n a light usu cane or plastic hoop that can be made to spin 
round the waist by gyrating the body [hula] 

hulk /huN|L/ n la the hull of a ship that is no longer seaworthy and is used 
as a storehouse or, esp formerly, as a prison b an abandoned wreck or 
shell, esp of a vessel 2 a person, creature, or thing that is bulky or 
unwieldy (a big ^ of a man) [ME hulke, fr OE huh, fr ML holcas, fr 
Gk holkas, fr helkein to pull - more at sulcus) 
hulking /'hulking/ adj bulky, massive 
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'hull /hul/ n la the outer covenng of a fruit or seed b the calyx that 
surrounds some fruits (e g the strawberry) 2 the mam frame or body of 
a ship, flying boat, airship, etc 3 a covenng, casing [ME. fr OE huJu\ akin 
to OHG hala hull, OE hdan to conceal - more at hfll] 

’hull vt 1 to remove the hulls of 2 to hit or pierce the hull of (e g a ship) 

- huller n 

hullflbaloo /.hubba'Iooh/ n, pi hullabaloos a confused noise; uproar - 
infml [perh irreg fr hallo + Sc halloo, interj used to hush children] 
hullo /hu'loh/ inteij or n, chiefly Br hello 

'hum /hum/ vb -mm- vi la to utter a prolonged /m/ sound b to make 
the charactenstic droning noise of an insect in motion or a similar sound 
2 to be lively or active - infml 3 to have an ofTensivc smell - slang — vt 
1 to sing with the lips closed and without articulation 2 to affect or 
express by humming [ME hummen-, akin to MHG hummen to hum, MD 
hommel bumblebee] - hum n - hum and ha also hum and haw to 
equivocate 

’hum mteij - used to express hesitation, uncertainty, disagreement, etc 
'human /'hyoohman/ adj 1 (characteristic) of humans voice) 2 
consisting of men and women <fAe race') <a -- barrier) 3a having the 

esp good attnbutes (e g kindness and compassion) thought to be charac* 
tenstic of humans <is really very ^ ) h having, showing, or concerned 
with qualities or feelings characteristic of mankind <ro err is 
interest) [ME humain, fr MF, fr L humanus, akin to L homo man - more 
at HOMAGt] - humanness n 

’human, .human lieing n a man, woman, or child; a person 
humane /hyooh'mayn/ adj la marked by compassion or consideration 
for other human beings or animals h causing the minimum pain possible 
killing of animals) 2 charactenzed by broad humanistic culture, 
liberal <-» studies) [ME humain] - humanely adv, humaneness n 
human englhwf>ring n. chiefly NAm ergonomics 
humanism /'hyoohma,niz(3)m/ n 1 a cultural movement dominant 
during the Renaissance that was charactenzed by a revival of classical 
learning and a shift of emphasis from religious to secular concerns, 
hroac//y literary culture 2 humanitananism 3 a doctnne, attitude, or way 
of life based on human interests or values, esp a philosophy that asserts 
the intnnsic worth of man and that usu rqecls religious belief - humanist 
n or adj, humanistic /.hvoohma'nistik/ adj, humanistically adv 
humanitarian /hyooh.mani'tean’sn/ n one who promotes human wel- 
fare and social reform, a philanthropist - humanitarian adi, humanita- 
nanism /-,niz(o)m/ n 

humanity /hyooh'manati/n 1 the quality of being humane 2 the quality 
or state of being human 3 pi the cultural branches of learning 4 
mankind 

human ize, -ise /'hyooma.niez/ vt 1 to cause to be or seem human 2 
to make humane - humanization /,hyoohm3nie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
.human'kind /-'kiend/ n smg or pi in constr human beings collec- 
tively 

'humanly /-li/ adv la from a human viewpoint b within the range of 
human capacity <as perfectly as is ^ possible) 2a in a manner character- 
istic of humans, esp in showing emotion or weakness b with humane- 
ness 

humanoid /’hyoohma.noyd/ adj having human form or charactenstics 

- humanoid n 

'humble /'humbl/ adj 1 having a low opinion of oneself, unassertive 2 
marked by deference or submission <a - apology) 3a ranking low in a 
hierarchy or scale </nan of ongins) b modest, unpretentious <a 
dwelling) [ME, fr OF, fr L humilis low, humble, fr humus earth, akin 
to Gk chthon earth, chamai on the ground] - humbleness n, humbly 
adv 

’humble vt l to make humble in spirit or manner, humiliate 2 destroy 
the power, independence, or prestige of 

'humble-, bee n a bumblebee [ME humbylbee, fr humbyl- (akin to MD 
hommel bumblebee) + bee - more at hum] 

'humbug /'hum, bug/ n la sthg designed to deceive and mislead b an 
impostor, sham 2 pretence, deception 3 dnvel, nonsense 4 a hard usu 
peppermint-flavoured stnped sweet made from boiled sugar [ongin 
unknown] - humbuggery n 
’humbug vb -gg- to deceive with a hoax 

humdinger /hum, dings/ n an excellent or remarkable person or thing 

- infml [ongm unknown] 

humdrum /hum, drum/ adj monotonous, dull [irreg redupl of hum] - 
humdrum n 

humeral /hyoohmaral/ adj (situated in the region) of the humerus or 
shoulder 

humerus /hyoohmaras/ n, pi humeri /-.ne/ the long bone of the upper 


arm or forelimb extending from the shoulder to the elbow XliT anatomy 
[NL, fr L, upper arm, shoulder; akin to Goth ams shoulder, Gk 
omos] 

humid /'hyoohmid/a<((' containing or charactenzed by perceptible moist- 
ure <a climate) [F or L; F humide, fr L humidus, fr humere to be 
moist] - humidly adv 

humidifier /hyooh'midi.fic-a/ n a device for supplying or maintaining 
humidity (e g in a centrally heated room) 
humidify /hyooh'midifle/ vt to make humid - humidification 
/-.midifi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

humidity /hyooh'midati/ n (the degree oO moisture or dampness, esp in 
the atmosphere - compare rei ative humidity 

humidor /hyoohmidaw/ n a case or room in which cigars or tobacco can 
be kept moist [humid + -or (as in cuspidor)] 

humify /hyoohmific/ vb to convert into or form humus ~ humification 
/.hyoohmiri'kaysh(a)n/ n 

humiliate /hyooh'miliayt/ vt to cause to feel humble, lower the dignity 
or self-respect of [LL humiliatus, pp of humiliare, fr L humilis low - more 
at humble] - humiliation /-,mili'aysh(3)n/ n 
humility /hyooh'mibti/ n the quality or state of being humble 
hummingbird /huming.buhd/ n any of numerous tiny bnghtly col- 
oured usu tropical Amencan birds related to the swifts, having a slender 
bill and narrow wings that beat rapidly making a humming sound 
hummock /humak/ /i 1 a hillock 2 a ndge of ice [alter of earlier 
hammock, of unknown ongin] -- hummocky adj 
hummus, houmous /hoohmas, 'hoomas/ n a puree made from 
chick-peas and sesame seed paste, served as an appeti/er or salad [Turk 
humus mashed chick-peas] 

humoral /hyoohmaral/ adj of or relating to a bodily fluid or secretion 
(c g an endocrine hormone) 

humoresque /hyoomd'resk/ n a musical composition that is whimsical 
or fanciful in character [G humoreske, fr humor, fr E humour] 
humorist /'hyoohmanst/ n a person specializing in or noted for humour 
in speech, wnting, or acting ~ humoristic /.hyoohma'ristik/ adj 
humorous /hyoohmaras/ adj full of. charactenzed by, or expressing 
humour - humorously adv, humorousness n 
'humour, NAm chiefly humor /hyoohma/ n 1 any of the 4 fluids of the 
body (blood, phlegm, and yellow and black bile) formerly held to 
determine, by their relative proportions, a person’s health and tempera- 
ment 2 characteristic or habitual disposition <a man of cheerful '^ > 3 
a state of mind, a mood 4 a sudden inclination, a capnee 5a (sthg having) 
the quality of causing amusement b the faculty of expressing or appreciat- 
ing what IS comic or amusing [ME humour, fr MF humeur, fr ML & L, 
ML humor humour of the body, fr L, moisture; akin to ON vokr damp, 
L hum.-ie to be moist, Gk hygros wet] - humourless adj, humourlessness 
n - out of humour in a bad temper 

’humour, NAm chiefly humor vt to comply with the mocxl or wishes ot; 
indulge 

'hump /hump/ n I a rounded protuberance- eg aa humped or crooked 
back b a fleshy protuberance on the back of a camel, bison, etc c a 
mound, knoll 2 a difficult, trying, or cntical phase <ive’re over the ^ 
now) 3 Br a fit of depression or sulking - infml, ► the ihe’s got the ^ ) 
[akin to MLG hump bump, L xncumbere to lie down, Gk kymbe bowl, 
OE hype hip] - humped adj 

’hump vt I to form or curve into a hump 2 chiefly Br to carry with 
difficulty ing suitcases around) 3 to have sexual intercourse with — u 
1 to nse in a hump 2 Austr to travel around oi go on foot 3 to have sexual 
intercourse VSE {vt2. vi2) infml, (v/J. vi3) slang 
'hump, back /-,bak/ n 1 a hunchback 2 also humpback whale a large 
whale related to the rorquals but having very long flippers - humpbacked 
adj 

.humpback 'bridge n a usu narrow bndge rising and failing steeply 
from a central hump 

humph /hum(p)f/ vi or inteij (to utter) a gruntlike sound used to express 
doubt or contempt [imit] 

'humpy /humpi/ adj 1 full of or covered in humps 2 having the form 
of a hump 3 irntablc, irascible - infml 
’humpy n, Austr a small or pnmitive hut [native name in Australia] 
humus /hyoohmas/ n a brown or black organic soil material •-esulting 
from partial decomposition of plant or animal matter [NL, fr L, earth - 
more at humble] - bumic /-mik/ adj 

Hun /hun/ 17. pi Huns (2b) Huns, esp collectively Hun 1 a member of 
a nomadic Mongolian people who overran a large part of central and E 
Europe under Attila dunng the 4th and Sth c ad 2a oflen not cap a 
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person who is wantonly destructive b a German; esp a German soldier 
in WW I or II « derog [LL Hunni, pi] - Hunnish adj 
'hunch /hunch/ vi to assume a bent or crooked posture ^ vr to bend into 
a hump or arch <-^ed Ais shoulders} [origin unknown] 

*hunch n 1 hump 1 2 a strong intuitive feeling 
'hunch.lMick /-.bak/ n (sby with) a humped bacl^ - hunchbacked adj 
hundred /liundrad/ n, pi hundreds, hundred 1 number 2 the 
number occupying the position 3 to the left of the decimal point in Arabic 
notation; also, pi this position 3 100 units or digits; specif t\00 (jnust 
have cost ~8> A pi the numbers 100 to 999 5 a score of 100 or more 
runs made by a batsman in cncket 6 pi the 100 years of a specified 
century <r/ie 79 ^s) 7 a histoncal subdivision of a county 8 an 
indefinitely large number - infml, often pi with sing, meaning [ME, fr 
OE; akin to ON hundrath hundred; both fr a prehistonc WGmc-NGmc 
compound whose constituents were akin respectively to OE hund hun- 
dred & to Goth $arathjan to count, akin to L centum hundred, Gk 
hekatoi), Av satam, OE tien ten - more at tfn, reason] - hundred adj, 
hundredth /-dth/ adj or n 

.hundreds and 'thousands n pi tiny stnps of sugar of assorted bright 
colours, used esp for cake decoration 

'hundred, weight /-.wayt/ n, pi hundredweight, hundredweights 1 a 
British unit of weight equal to 1121b (about 50 80kg) 2 chiefly NAm a 
US unit of weight equal to 1001b (about 45 36kg) USE '^^ unit 
hung /hung/ past of hang 

Hungarian /hung'gean an/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Hungary, a 
Magyar 2 the Finno-Ugnc language of Hungary [Hungary, country in 
central Europe] - Hungarian adj 

'hunger Aung-ga/ n 1 (a weakened condition or unpleasant sensation 
arising from) a craving or urgent need for food 2 a strong desire, a craving 
[ME fr OE hungor, akin to OHG hungar hunger, Skt kanki^ti he 
desires] 

’hunger vi 1 to feel or suffer hunger 2 to have an eager desire - usu f 
for or after 

'hunger .strike n refusal, as an act of protest, to eat enough to sustain 

life - hunger striker n 

.hung 'Jury n a jury that fails to reach a verdict 
.hung 'over adj suffering from a hangover 

hungry Aung-gn/ adj la feeling hunger b characterized by or indicat- 
ing hunger or appetite <a ^ look} 2 eager, avid < ~ for power} 3 not 
rich or fertile; barren - hungrily adv, hungriness n 
hunk /hungk/ /i 1 a large lump or piece 2 a usu muscular sexually 
attractive man - infml [Flem hunke] 

hunkers /'hungkaz/ n pi the haunches - infml [hunker (to crouch, 
squat), perh of Scand ongin] 

hunky-^ory /.hungki 'dawn/ adj excellent, fine - infml [obs E dial 
hunk (home base) 4 -dory (ongin unknown)] 

'hunt /hunt/ vt la to pursue for food or enjoyment foxes} b to use 
(e g hounds) in the search for game 2a to pursue with intent to capture 
< ed fAe escaped pnsoner} b to search out, seek 3 to persecute or chase, 
esp by harrying 4 to traverse in search of prey ^vi 1 to take part in a 
hunt, esp regularly 2 to attempt to find sthg 3 of a device, machine, etc 
to run alternately fast and slowly [ME hunten, fr OE huntian, akin to 
OHG herihunda battle spoils, ON henda to grasp] 

’hunt n 1 the act. the practice, or an instance of hunting 2a sing or pi in 
constr a group of usu mounted hunters and their hounds b the area 
hunted 

hunter Aunts/, fem {laAI) huntreas /-tns/ n la sby who hunts game, 
esp with hounds b a usu fast strong horse used in hunting 2 a person who 
hunts or seeks sthg. esp overeagerly <a fortune ^ > 3 a watch with a 
hinged metal cover to protect it ^ 

'hunter's .nrtoon n the first full moon after harvest moon 
hunting /"hunting/ n the pursuit of game on horseback with hounds 
'hunting .ground n an area of usu fruitful search or exploitation 
Bntish Empire is now a favourite ^ for historians} 

'hunting .horn n a signal horn used in the chase, usu consisting of a long 
coiled tube with a flared bell 

.hunting 'pink adj or n {of) the red colour of the coats worn by 
fbx-hunters 

.Huntington's cho'rea /'huntingtanz/ n a hereditary fatal brain dis- 
order that develops usu in middle age and is charactenzed by chorea and 
nervous degeneration [George Huntington 1 19 16 US neurologist] 
'huntsman /-man/ n 1 hunter la 2 sby who looks after the hounds 
of a hunt 

'hurdls Auhdl/ ji la a portable framework, usu of interlaced branches 
and stakes, used esp for enclosing land or livestock b a frame formerly 


used for dragging traitors to execution 2a a light barrier jumped by men, 
horses, dogs, etc in certain races b pi any of vanous races over hurdles 
3 a barrier, obstacle [ME hurdel, fr OE hyrdel, akin to OHG burd hurdle, 
L cratis wickerwork, hurdle] 

’hurdle vb hurdling /'huhdling/ vt 1 to jump over, esp while running 2 
to overcome, surmount ~ vi to run in hurdle races - hurdler n 
hurdy-gurdy /.huhdi 'guhdi/ n a musical instrument in which the sound 
is produced by turning a crank, esp barrfl organ [prob imit] 
hurl /huhl/ vt 1 to drive or thrust violently 2 to throw forcefully 3 to 
utter or shout violently <-«-cd insults at him'> -- vi to rush, hurtle [ME 
hurlen, prob of imit ongin] - hurl n, hurler n 

hurling /'huhling/ n an Irish game resembling hockey played between 2 
teams of 1 5 players each [fr gerund of hurl] 

hurly-burly /.huhli ‘buhli/ n (an) uproar, commotion [prob alter. & 
redupl of hurling, gerund of hurl] 
hurrah /hoo'rah/ mterj hurray 

hurray /hoo'ray/ mterj - used to express joy, approval, or encouragement 
[perh fr G hurra] 

hurricane /'hurikan/ n (a usu tropical cyclone with) a wind of a velocity 
greater than 117km/h (73 to 136mph) [Sp huracan, fr Tamo hiira- 
kan] 

'hurricane .deck n an upper deck of a ship 

'hurricane .lamp n a candlestick or oil lamp equipped with a glass 
chimney to protect the flame 

hurried /'hund/ adj done in a hurry - hurriedly adv 
'hurry /'hun/ vt ta to transport or cause to go with haste, rush < ^ him 
to hospital} b to cause to move or act with (greater) haste 2 to hasten 
the progress or completion of (don't -v. this passage of the musicy ^ vi 
to move or act with haste - often t up [perh fr ME horyen] 

’hurry n 1 flurned and often bustling haste 2 a need for haste, urgency 
(there's no font} - in a hurry 1 without delay, hastily 2 eager (never 
in a hurry to get up} 3 without difficulty, easily v won 7 manage that in 
a hurry) - infml 

'hurt /huht/ vb hurt vt la to alTIict with physical pain, wound b to cause 
mental distress to, offend 2 to be detrimental to his chances of 
success} -^vi I to feel pain, suffer 2 to cause damage, distress, or pain 
[ME hurten, hirten to strike, injure, prob fr OF hurter to collide with, 
prob of Gme ongin, akin to ON hrutr ram (male sheep)] 

’hurt/] 1 a bodily injury or wound 2 (a cause oO mental distress 3 wrong, 
harm - hurtful adj, hurtfully adv. hurtfulness n 
hurtle /hurtl/ vb hurtling /'huhtling/ u to move rapidly or precipitately 
^vt to hurl, fling [ME hurtlen to collide, freq of hurten] 

'husband /'huzband/ n a married man. esp m relation to his wife [ME 
husbonde, fr OE husbtmda master of a house, fr ON hushondi, fr hus 
house f bondi householder] - husbandly adj 
’husband vt to make the most economical use of, conserve one's 
strength} 

husbandry /'huzbandn/ n 1 the judicious management of resources 2 
farming, esp of domestic animals 

'hush /hush/ vb to make or become quiet or calm [back-formation fr 
husht (hushed), fr ME hussht, fr huisshi, inteij used to enjoin silence] 
’hush n a silence or calm, esp following noise 
.hush-'hush adj secret, confidential - infml 

'hush .money n money paid secretly to prevent disclosure of damaging 
information 

hush up vt to keep secret, suppress <hush the story up) 

'husk /husk/ n 1 a dry or membranous outer covenng (e g a shell or pod) 
of a seed or fruit 2 a useless outer layer of sthg [ME husk, huske, prob 
modif of MD huuskijn, dim of huus hpuse, cover] 

’husk vt to stnp the husk from 
'husky /'huski/ adj of, resembling, or containing husks 
’husky adj hoarse, breathy <a voice} [prob fr husk (huskiness), fr obs 
husk (to have a dry cough), prob of in^it ongin] - huskily adv, huski- 
neas n t 

’husky adj burly, hefty - infml [prob ft 'husk] 

*husky n Eskimo ixki [prob by shortening & alter, fr Eskimo] 
huss /hus/ n dogfish [alter, of ME husk] 

hussar /hoo'zah/ u 1 a Hungarian horseman of the ISth c 2 often cap 
a member of any of vanous European cavalry regiments [Hung husrar 
husskr, (obs) highway robber, fr Serb husar pirate, fr ML cursanus - more 
at corsair] 

Hussita /'husiet/ n a member of the Bohemian religious and nationalist 
movement ied by John Huss [NL Hussita, fr John Huss 1 141 5 Bohemian 
religious reformer] - Hussite adj, Hussitism n 
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husay Ausi/ n an impudent or promiscuous woman or girl [alter of 
housewife] 

hustings /'hustingz/ n pi but sing or pi m constr 1 a raised platform 
used until 1872 for the nomination of candidates for Parliament and for 
election speeches 2 a place where election speeches are made 3 the 
proceedings of an election campaign [ME. local court, fr OE busting 
deliberative assembly, fr ON husthing, fr bus house + thing assembly] 
hustle /'husl/ vb hustling /husling/ vt la to push or convey roughly, 
forcibly, or hurriedly <^d bim into a taxi) b to impel, force <-d Aer 
into accepting) 2 to swindle, cheat out of - infml vj 1 to hasten, hurry 
2 chiefly NAm to make strenuous, often dishonest, efforts to secure 
money or business 3 chiefly NAm to engage in prostitution, solicit [D 
husselen to shake, fr MD hutselen, freq of hutsen, akin to MD hodde h(^] 

- hustle n, hustler n 

hut /hut/ n a small often temporary dwelling of simple construction [MF 
butte, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG hutta hut, akin to OE hyd skin, 
hide] 

hutch /huch/ n 1 a pen or cage for a small animal (c g a rabbit) 2 a 
shack, shanty - infml, derog [ME huebe, fr OF] 
hutment /hutmant/ n an encampment of huts 
hyacinth /'hieo,sinth/ n 1 a jacinth 2 a common garden plant with 
fragrant usu blue, pink, or white flowers that grow in spikes, also any of 
vanous related bulbous plants of the lily family 3 a colour varying from 
light violet to mid-purple [L hyacintbus, a precious stone, a flowenng 
plant, fr Gk hyakinthos] - hyacinth adj, hyacinthine /.hie-a'sinthien/ 
adj 

Hyades /‘hie adeez/ n pi a cluster of slars in the constellation Taurus 
held by the ancients to indicate rainy weather when they nse with the sun 
[L, fr Gk] 

hyaena /hieVy'nx . u hvena 

hyal-, hyalo^ comb form glass, glassy, hyaline (^hyaiescent) <hyalo^en> 
[LL, glass, fr Gk, fr hyalos] 

'hyaline /'hie-alin/ adj 1 of or relating to glass 2a of biological materials 
or structures (nearly) transparent b of a mineral glassy, vitreous [LL 
hyalin us, fr Gk hyalinos, fr hyalos] 

’hyaline n sthg glassy or transparent (e g a clear sky or sea) - poetic 
hyaline cartilage n translucent bluish white cartilage that if. present 
in joints and respiratory passages and forms most of the foetal skel- 
eton 

hyalite /'hie*altet/ n a colourless or translucent opal [G hyalit, fr Gk 
Ay.li/os.’] 

hyaloid /"hie aloyd/ adj. of biological materials or structures glassy, 
transparent [Gk hyaloeida, fr hyalos] 

hyaloplasm /'hie aloh,plaz(3)m/ n the clear, fluid, apparently homo- 
geneous basic substance of cytoplasm [prob fr G hyaloplasma, fr hyal- 
^ -plasma -plasm] 

hybrid /'hicbnd/ n 1 an ofTspnng of 2 animals or plants of different races, 
breeds, varieties, etc symbol 2 a person of mixed cultural back- 
ground 3a sthg heterogeneous in ongin or composition b a word (e g 
television) made up of elements from different languages [L hybnda] - 
hybrid adj, hybridism n, hybridist n, hybridize vA, hybridizable 
/-.diezabl/ adj, hybridization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n, hybridity /hie'bndati/ n 
hybrid vigour n heterosis 

hydatid /'hiedatid/ n (a fluid-filled sac produced by and containing) a 
tapeworm larva [Gk hydatid-, hydatis watery cyst, fr hydat-, hydor] 
hydr-, hydro- comb form la water <hydrous> <hydroe/ecfncify> b liquid 
<hydroA:iner7cs) <hydroineter> 2 hydrogen, containing or combined with 
hydrogen (hydrocarbon) (hydrochloric) [ME ydr-, ydro-, fr OF, fr L 
hydr-, hydro-, fr Gk, fr hydor ~ more at water] 
hydra /'hiedra/ n \ a persistent evil that is not easily overcome 2 any 
of numerous small tubular freshwater polyps having a mouth surrounded 
by tentacles [Hydra, a serpent in Gk mythology with many heads which 
regrew when cut off. fr L, fr Gk, (2) NL, genus name, fr L, Hydra] 
hydrangea /hie'draynja/ n any of a genus of shrubs which produce large 
clusters of white, pink, or pale blue flowers (NL, genus name, fr hydr- 
4- Gk angeion vessel - more at angi ] 
hydrant Aiedrant/ n a discharge pipe with a valve and nozzle from 
which water may be drawn from a mam 
'hydrate /'hiedrayt/ n a compound or complex ion formed by the union 
of water with another substance 

’hydrate Aiedrayt, hie'drayt/ vt to cause to take up or combine with (the 
elements oQ water - hydrttor n, hydration /hie'draysh(a)n/ n 
hydraulic /hie'drolik/ adj 1 operated, moved, or effected by means of 
liquid, esp liquid moving through pipes 2 of hydraulics (‘^ engineer) 3 
hardening or setting under water cemait) (L hydrauHcus, fr Gk 


hydraulikos, fr hydrauUs hydraulic organ, fr hydr- + auloa reed instru- 
ment - more at alveolus] - hydraulically adv 
hy,draulic 'ram n a pump that forces running water to a higher level 
by using the kinetic energy of a descending flow 
hydra ulica n pi but sing in constr a branch of physics that deals with 
the practical applications of liquid in motion 

hydrazine Ai^razeen, -zin/ n a colourless liquid that acts as a reducing 
agent and is used esp in rocket fuels [ISV] 

-hydric /-hiednk/ suffix ( adj) 1 containing (so many) aad hydrogens 
<nionohydnc> 2 containing (so many) hydroxyl groups <Aexahydric 
alcohols) 

hydride /'hiedned/ n a compound of hydrogen usu with'a more elec- 
tropositive element or radical 

.hydri.odic 'acid /.hiedn'odik/ n a solution of hydrogen iodide in water 
that IS a strong acid and reducing agent [ISV] 

hydro /'hiedroh/ n, pi hydros Br a hotel or establishment providing 
facilities for hydropathic treatment [short for hydropathic establish- 
ment] 

hydro- comb form - see hydr- 

.hydro.bromic 'acid /.hiedroh'brohmik/ n a solution of hydrogen 
bromide in water that is a strong acid and a weak reduemg agent 
[ISV] 

hydrocarbon /,hicdroh'kahb(9)n/ n an organic compound (e g benzene) 
containing only carbon and hydrogen - hydrocarbonoua, hydrocarbona- 
ceous /-.kahba'nayshas/, bydrocarbonic /-kah'bomk/ adj 
hydrocele /'hiedroh.seel/ n an accumulation of watery liquid in a body 
cavity (e g the scrotum) [L. fr Gk hydrokele, fr hydr- f kele tumour - 
more at -cell] 

hydrocephalus /.hiedroh'sefalds/ also hydrocephaly /-li/ n an abnor- 
mal increase in the amount of cerebrospinal fluid within the brain cavity 
accompanied by enlargement of the skull and brain atrophy [NL 
hydrocephalus, fr LL, hydrocephalic, fr Gk hydrokephaJos, fr hydr- 
kephale head - more at cephalic] - hydrocephalic /-se'falik/ adj 
.hydro,chloric 'acid /.hiedra'klonk/ n a solution of hydrogen chlonde 
in water that is a strong corrosive acid and is naturally present in the 
gastnc juice [ISV] 

hydrochloride /.hiedra'klawned/ n a compound of hydrochloric acid, 
esp with an organic chemical base (e g an alkaloid) 
hydrocortisone /.hiedroh'kawtizohn, -sohn/ n a steroid hormone that 
IS produced by the cortex of the adrenal gland and used esp in the 
treatment of rheumatoid arthritis 

.hydrocy,anic 'acid /.hiedrohsie'anik/ n a solution of hydrogen cyamde 
in wate*’ that is a highly poisonous weak acid [ISV] 
hydrodynamics /.hiedrohdie'namiks, -di-/ o pi but sing in constr a 
science t^»t deals with the motion of fluids and the forces acting on solid 
bodies immersed in them [NL hydrodynamica, fr neut pi of 
hydrodynamicus, adj, fr hydr- f dynamicus dynamic] - hydrodyaaaiic 
adj, hydrodynamicist /-die'namasist/ n 

.hydroe'lectric^-i'lcktnk/ adj of or being the production of electncity 
by waterpower energy [ISV] - hydroele^cally adv, hydroelec- 
tricity /-lek'tnsati/ n 

,hydroflu,oric 'acid /.hiedrohflooh'onk/ n a solution of hydrogen 
fluonde in water that is a poisonous weak acid used esp in etching glass 
[ISV] 

hydrofoil /'hiedr^.foyl/ n (a ship or boat fitted with) an aerofoil-like 
device that, when attached to a ship, lifts the hull out of the water at 
speed 

hydrogen /'hiedn)j(a)n/ n the simplest and lightest of the elements that 
is^ormally a highly inflammable gas - compare deuterium, tritium 
PERIODIC I ABLE [F hydrogcnc, fr hydr- + -g^e -gen; fr the fact 
that water is generated by its combustion] - hydrogeaoua /hie'drojinas/ 
adj 

hydrogenate /hie'drojinayt/ vt to combine or treat (esp an unsaturated 
organic compound) with hydrogen - hydrogeeadoB /hie- 
,droji'naysh(a)n/ n 

'hydrogen .bomb n a bomb whose violent explosive power is due to the 
sudden release of atomic energy resulting from the nuclear fusion of 
hydrogen initiated by the explosion of an atom bomb 
'hydrogen .bond n a weak electrostauc chemical bond consisting of a 
hydrogen atom bonded to 2 electronegative atoms (e g oxygen or nitro- 
gen) 

.hydrogen 'cyanide n 1 a poisonous usu gaseous compound that has 
the smell of bitter almonds 2 hydrocyanic acid 
.hydrogen pe'roxide n an unstable compound used esp as an oxidizing 
and bleaching agent, an antiseptic, and a rocket propdlant 
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, hydrogen 'sulphide n an inflammable poisonous gas that has a smell 
of rotten eggs and is formed in putrefying matter 
hydrography /hie'drografi/ n (the description, measurement, and map- 
ping oO bodies of water (e g seas) [MF hydrographic, fr hydr- 4 -graphic 
-graphy] - hydrographer n, hydrofpaphic /.hiedra'grafik/ adj, hydrogra- 
phMIy adv 

hydroid /hiedroyd/ n a hydrozoan (polyp) [NL Hydroida, order name, 
fr Hydra] - hydr^d adj 

hydi^ogy /hie'drobji/ n a science dealing with the properties, distribu- 
tion, and circulation of the water of the earth and atmosphere [NL 
hydrohgia, fr L hydr- + -/ogia -logy] - hydrologist n, hydrologic 
/Jiiedralojik/, hydrological adj, hydrologically adv 
hydrolyse, NAm hydrolyze /hiedraliez/ vb to undergo or subject to 
hydrolysis <~d protein^ [ISV, fr NL hydrolysis] - hydrolysable adj 
hydrolysis /hie'drolosis/ n chemical breakdown involving splitting of a 
bond and addition of the elements of water [NL] - hydroijrtic 
/.hiedralitik/ adj, hydrolytically adv 

hydrometer /hie'dromita/ n an instrument for determining specific 
gravities of solutions and hence their strength - hydrometry n, hydro- 
metric /.hiedroh'metnk/, hydrometrical adj 

hydronium /bie'drohni*am. -nyam/ n a hydrated hydrogen ion H,0* 
[ISV hydr- + -onium] 

hydropethy /hie'dropathi/ n hydrotherapy [ISV] - hydropathic 
/.hiedroh'pathik/ adj, hydropathically adv 

hydrophene /'hiedra.byn/ n a semitranslucent opal that becomes 
transparent in water 

hydrophilic /.hiedra'filik/ adj of or having a strong affinity for water 
[NL hydrophilus, fr Gk hydr- + -philos -philous] - hydrophilicity 
/-fe'lisati/ adv 

hydrophoble /,hiedra'fohbi-a/ n 1 abnormal dread of water 2 rabies 
[LL, fr Gk, fr hydr- 4 -phobia fear of something - more at phobia] 
.hydro'phobic /-Yohbik/ adj 1 characteristic of or suffering from 
hydrophobia 2 lacking affinity for water - hydrophobicityi/-fa- 
'bisati/ n 

'hydro.phone Afohn/ n an instrument for listening to sound transmit- 
ted through water 

hydrophyte /1iiedroh,fiet/ n a plant that grows in water or waterlogged 
soil [ISV] - hydrophytic /.hiedroh'fitik/ adj 

hydroplene Aiedroh.playn, -dra-/ n t a speedboat fitted with 
hydrofoils or a stepped bottom so that the hull is raised wholly or partly 
out of the water when moving at speed 2 a honzontal surface on a 
submarine’s hull, used to control movement upwards or downwards 
hydroponicc /.hiedroh'poniks, -dra-/ n pi but singin constr the growing 
of plants in (a mechanically supporting medium containing) nutnent 
solutions rather than soil [hydr- 4 Gk -ponikos cultural (in gedpomkos 
agricultural, fr gedpondn to plough, fr ge earth 4 ponan to toil)] - 
hydroponic adj, hydroponically adv 

hydroquinone /.hiedrohkwi'nohn/ n a phenol that is a reducing agent 
and is used esp as a photographic developer [ISV] 
hydrosphere /'hiedra.sfla/ n the waters and watery vapour of the 
earth’s surface and atmosphere [ISV] - hydrospheric /.hiedra'sfenk/ 
adj 

.hydro'etetlc /-'statik/, hydrostatical /-kl/ adj of or being (the pressures 
exerted by) liquids at rest [prob fr NL hydrostaticus, fr hydr- 4 staticus 
static] - hydrostatically adv 

.hydrtf etatice n pi but sing in constr physics dealing with the character- 
istics of liquids at rest, esp the pressure in or exerted by a liquid 
hydrotherapy /.hiedro'therapi/ n the use of water in the treatment of 
disease; esp treatment using exercise in heated water [ISV] ^ 
hydrothermal /.hiedra'thuhml/ adj relating to or caused by the action 
of hot water, esp on the earth’s crust [ISV] - hydrothemally adv 
.hydrothorax /-'thawraks/ n an excess of watery fluid in the pleura! 
cavity, usu resulting from failing circulation [NL] 
hydrotropism /hie'drotrapiz(a)in/ n a tropism (e g in plant roots) in 
which water (vapour) is the orienting factor [ISV] -> hydrotropic 
Ahiedrohtropik/ adj, hydrotropically adv 

hydroua Aiedras/ adj containing water (chemically combined with 
other atoms or molecules) 

hydroxide /hie'droksied/ n a compound of hydroxyl with an element or 
radical [ISV] 

hydroxy /hie'droksi/ adj hydroxyl; esp containing hydroxyl, esp in place 
of hydrogen • often in combination <hydroxyacerjc acidj [ISV, fr 
hydroxyl] 

h]^roxyl /hie'drokail, -siel/ n the univalent group or radical OH consist- 
ing of 1 hydrogen atom and 1 oxygen atom that is characteristic of 


hydroxides, alcohols, etc [hydr- + ox- + -yl] - hydroxylate /-layt/ vf, 
hydroxyllc /.hiedrok'silik/ adj 

hydroxytryptamine /hie.droksi'tnptamcen/ n serotonin 
hydrozoan /.hiedra'zoh-an/ n any of a class of coelenterates that 
includes simple and compound polyps and jellyfishes [deriv of Gk Aydr- 
4 zoion animal - more at zo-] - hydrozoan adj 
hyena, hyaena /hie'eena/ n any of several large strong nocturnal 
flesh-eating Old World mammals that usu feed as scavengers food 
[L hyaena, fr Gk hyaina, fr hys hog - more at 'sow] 
hyet-, hyeto- comb form ram <hyeto/ogy> [Gk, fr hyetos, fr hyein to rain 
- more at suck] 

hygiene /'hiejeen/ n (conditions or practices, esp cleanliness, conducive 
to) the establishment and maintenance of health [F hygiene & NL 
hygiema, fr Gk. neut pi of hygieinos healthful, fr hygies healthy; akin to 
Skt 5ii well. & to L vivus living - more at 'quick] - hygienist n, hygieale 
/hie'jeenik/ adj, hygenlcs n pi but sing in constr, hygienically adv 
hygr- also hygro- comb form humidity, moisture <hy- 
grascope> <hygro/Derer> [Gk, fr hygros wet - more at humour] 
hygrometer /hie'gromita/ n an instrument for measunng the humidity 
of the atmosphere [prob fr F hygrometre, fr hygr- + -mdre -meter] - 
bygrometry n, hygrometric /.hiegra'mcink/ adj 
hygrophilous /hie'grofibs/ adj living or growing in moist places 
hygroscope /'hiegn).skohp/ n an instrument that shows changes in 
humidity (e g of the atmosphere) 

.hygro'scopic /-'skopik/ adj readily taking up and retaining moisture 
[fr the use of such materials in the hygroscope] ~ hygroscopically adv, 
hygroscopicity /-sko'pisdtl/ n 
hying /"hie ing/ pres part of hif 

hyl-, hylo- comb form 1 matter, matenal (hylozoism) 2 wtxxl <hylopAa- 
gous} [Gk, fr hyle, lit., wood] 

hymen /'hicmen/ n a fold of mucous membrane partly closing the 
opening of the vagina in virgins [LL, fr Gk hymen membrane] - hymenal 
adj 

hymeneal /.hicme'nee al/ adj nuptial - poetic [L hymenaeus wedding 
song, wedding, fr Gk hymcnaios, fr Hymen, god of marriage] 
hymenium /hie'mecni am/ n, pi hymenia /-nia/, hymeniums a 
spore-beanng layer in fungi [NL, fr Gk hymen membrane] - hymeniaJ 
• adj 

hymenopteran, hymenopteron /,hiemi'noptM»n/ n any of an order of 
highly specialized usu stinging insects (e g bees, wasps, or ants) that often 
associate in large colonies and have usu 4 membranous wings [NL 
hymenopteron, fr Gk, neut of hymenopteros membrane-winged, fr hymen 
4 pteron wing - more at FLAriiER] - hymenopteran adj 
’hymn /him/ n 1 a song of praise to God, esp a metneal composition that 
can be included in a religious service 2 a song of praise or joy [ME ymne, 
fr OF, fr L hymnus song of praise, fr Gk hymnos] 

’hymn vt to praise or worship in hymns ^ vi to sing a hymn 
hymnal /'himnal/ n (a book containing) a collection of church hymns 
[ME hymnale, fr ML, fr L hymnus] 
hymnary Aimnari/ n a hymnal 
'hymn,book /-.book/ n a hymnal 
hyoid /’hie.oyd/ adj of the hyoid bone 

hyoid bone n a complex of joined bones situated at the base of the tongue 
and supporting the tongue and its muscles [NL hyotdes, fr Gk hyoetdes 
shaped like the letter upsilon (Y.o), being the hyoid bone, fr y, hy 
upsilon] 

hyoacine /'hie'd.seen/ n an alkaloid found in vanous planU of the 
nightshade family that has effects on the nervous system similar to those 
of atropine [ISV hyoscyamine + -me] 

hyoscyamine /.hico'sic-ameen, -min/ n the laevorotatory form of 
atropine found esp in deadly nightshade and hepbane [G hyoscyamin, fr 
NL Hyoscyamus, genus of herbs, fr L, henbane^ fr Gk hyoskyamos, lit., 
swine’s bean, fr hyos (gen of hys swine) 4 kyamos bean - more at 
‘SiDW] 

hyp- - see hypo- 

hypabytaal /.hipa'bisl/ adj of or being igneous rock formed at a 
moderate depth below the earth’s surface [ISV] 
hypaethral /hie'peethral, hi-/ adj open to the sky <a ^ temple') [L 
hypaethnis exposed to the open air, fr Gk hypatthros, fr hypo- + aither 
ether, air - more at ether] 

hype /hiep/ n 1 extravagant and esp false publicity {media 2 a 
deceit, swindh; - slang [origin unknown] 

,hypad- up adj keyed up - slang [hype (to stimulate), short for hypoder- 
mic] 

hypgr /'hiepa/ adj overexcited, overwrought - sbng [hyper-] 
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hyp#r- prefix 1 above; beyond, super- (hyperphysicaf) 2a excessively 
<hypersensif/Ve> <hypercnPca7) <hyperacrive> b excessive <hy- 
peraem/a) (hypertension) 3 that exists in or is a space of more than 3 
dimensions <hypercube> <hyperspace> [ME iper-, fr L hyper-, fr Gk, fr 
hyper - more at over] 

hyperaemia /.hiepa'reemi-a, -my®/ n excess of blood in a body part 
[NLJ 

hyparaastheaia Aees'theezy®, -zh(y)®/ n a pathologically increased 
sensitivity lo sensory stimuli (e g touch) [NL, fr hyper- aesthesia (as 
in anaesthesia)] 

hypar'baric /.hieps'bank/ adj of or using greater than normal pressure, 
esp of oxygen <— oxygen chambers) [hyper- ^ bar- + -ic] - hyperbari- 
cally adv 

hyperbola /hie'puhbsb/ n, pi hyperbolas, hyperbolae /-,lee/ a plane 
curve generated by a point so moving that the difference of its distances 
from 2 fixed points is a constant, the intersection of a double right circular 
cone with aj^ane that cuts both halves of the cone - compare ellipse, 
PARABOLA MATiiEMAiK-s [NL, fr Gk hyperbole] 
hyperbole /hie’puhbali/ n a figure of speech based on extravagant 
exaggeration [L, fr Gk hyperbole excess, hyperbole, hyperbola, fr hyper- 
ballein to exceed, fr hyper- + ballein to throw - more at dfviiJ - 
hyperbolist n. hyperbolize /-Jiez/ vb 
'hyperbolic /.hieps'bolik/ also hyperbolical /-kl/ adj of, characterized 
by, or given to hyperbole - hyperbollcally adv 
’hyperbolic also hyperbolical adj of or analogous to a hyperbola 
hyperbolic function n any of a set of 6 functions related to the 
hyperbola in a way similar to that in which the tngonometnc functions 
arc related to a circle 

hyperboloid /hie'puhb3,loyd/ n a surface, some plane sections of which 
are hyper^Xiias and po plane sections of which are parabolas - compare 
FiMPSoiD. PARABoioiD MATHFMATics - hyperboloidal A'loydl/ 

adj 

'hyperborean /,hiep®'bawn-®n/ ady 1 of an extreme northern region 2 
of any of the Arctic peoples 

’hyperborean n an inhabitant of a cool northern climate [L Hyperbi^ret 
(pi), fr Gk Hyperhoreoi, fr hyper- beyond ♦ Boreas (god of the) north 
wind] 

.hyper'conscious /-'konshas/ adj acutely aware or sensitive 
'hyper, fine /-.fien/ adj of or being very closely spaced a energy levels 
in an atom b spectral lines 

.hyper'focal .distance /-'fohki/ n the limit of the region of sharp focus 
for a lens focussed at infinity [ISV] 

.hypergiycaemia /-glie'seemiy, -mi ®/ n excess of sugar in the blood 
(e g in diabetes mellitus) [NL] 

.hyperin'flation Ain'flaysh(®)Ti/ n very rapid infiation of an economy 
- hyperinflationary adj 

.hyperki'netic /-krnetik/ adj of or marked by abnormally increased, usu 
uncontrollable, muscular movement - hyperkinesia Aki'necsis/ 
'hypermarket /-.mahkit/ n a very large self-service retail store selling 
a wide range of household and consumer goods and usu situated on the 
outskirts of a major town or city 

.hyperme'tropia /-me'trohpi ®, -py®/ n a condition in which visual 
images come to a focus behind the retina of the eye and vision is better 
for distant than for near objects. longsightedness - compare myopia 
[NL, fr Gk hypermetros beyond measure (fr hyper- + metron measure, 
metre) ♦ NL -opia] - hypermetropic /-'tropik/, hypermetropical adj 
hyperon Ahieparon/ n any of a group of unstable elementary panicles 
that belong lo the baryon group [prob fr hyper- + -on] 
hyperopia /.hieps'rohpi ®, -py®/ n hypermetropia [NL] - hyperopic 
/-'ropik/ adj 

.hyper'physical /-Tizikl/ adj supernatural - hyperphysically adv 
.hyper'platia /-playzy®, -zh(y)®/ n an abnormal or unusual increase in 
the elements (c g the cells of a tissue) composing a body part (cervical ^ ) 
[NL] - hyperplastic /-'plastik/ adj 

.hyper'aensitive /-'sensativ/ adj abnormally susceptible (e g to a drug 
or antigen) - hypersenaitiveness n, hypersenaitivity /-.sensa'tivati/ n 
.hyper'sonic /-'sonik/ adj of or being a speed (over) 5 times that of the 
speed of sound - compare sonic [ISV] - hyperaonically adv 
'hyper, space /-, spays/ n 1 space of more than 3 dimensions 2 space 
other than ordinary Euclidean space 

hypersthene Ahiep®s,theen/ n iron magnesium silicate occurring as a 
green to black mineral in igneous rocks [F hypersthene, fr Gk hyper- + 
sthenos strength] - hypersthenic /.hiepas'thenik/ adj 
.hyper'tension /-'tensh(®)n/ n (the systemic condition accompanying) 


abnormally high (artenal) blood pressure [ISV] - hypertensive /-'tensiv/ 
adj or n 

.hyper'thermia /-thubmi ®/ n very high body temperature [NL. fr 
hyper- + therm- f -ia] - hyperthermic /-mik/ adj 
.hyper'thyroi.dism /-'thieroy,diz(®)m/ n (the condition of increased 
metabolic and heart rate, enlargement of the thyroid gland, nervousness, 
etc resulting from) excessive activity of the thyroid gland - compare 
HYPOTHYROIDISM [ISV] - hyperthyroid adj 
.hyper'tonic A'tonik/ adj 1 having excessive muscular tone or tension 
2 having a higher concentration than a surrounding medium or a liquid 
under companson - compare hypotonic, isotonic [ISV] - hyper- 
tonicity /-toh'nisati/ n 

hypertrophy /hie'puhtrafi/ n excessive increase in bulk of an organ or 
part [prob fr NL hypertrophta, fr hyper- -v -trophia -trophy] - hypertro- 
phied adj, hypertrophic /,hiep®'trofik/ adj 

, hyper, venti'lation /-,venti'laysh(®)n/ n excessive breathing leading to 
abnormal loss of carbon dioxide from the blood 
hyphe Ahief®/ n, pi hyphae A,fee/ any of the threads that make up the 
mycelium of a fungus [NL, fr Gk hyphe web; akin lo Gk hyphos web - 
more at 'wfavf] - hyphal adj 

'hyphen Ahief(a)n/ n a punctuation mark - used to divide or to join 
together words, word elements, or numbers [LL & Gk; LL, fr Gk, fr 
hyph' hen under one, fr hypo under + hen, neut of heis one - more at 
UP, samf] 

’hyphen vt to hyphenate 

‘hyphen,ate /-ayt/ vt to join or separate with a hyphen - hyphenation 
/,hicf(®)n'aysh(®)n/ n 

hypn-, hypno- comb form 1 sleep (hypnophobia) 2 hypnotism <hypno- 
genesis) [F, fr LL. fr Gk, fr hypnos - more at somnolent] 
hypnagogic, hypnogogic /.hipna'gojik/ adj of or associated with the 
drowsiness preceding sleep - compare iiypnopompic [F hypnagogjque, 
fr Gk hypn- -agogos leading, inducing, fr agem to lead - more at 
aoeni] 

.hypno'genesis /-'jen®sis/ n the induction of a hypnotic state [NL] - 
hypnogenetic /-js'netik/ adj, hypnogenetically adv 
.hypno'pompic /-'pompik/ adj of or associated with the semiconscious- 
ness preceding waking - compare hypnagogic [hypn- -t- Gk pompe act 
of sending - more at pomp] 

hypnosis /hip'nohsis/ n, pi hypnoaes /-seez/ 1 any of vanous conditions 
that (superficially) resemble sleep, specif one induced by a person to 
whose suggestions the subject is then markedly susceptible 2 hypnot - 
ISM 1 [NL] 

hypnotherapy /,hipnoh'ther®pi/ n the (psychotherapeutic) treatment 
of mental or physical disease, compulsive behaviour, etc using hypno- 
sis 

'hypnotic /hip'notik/ adj 1 tending to produce sleep; soponfic 2 of 
hypnosis or hypnotism [F or LL; F hypnoUqne, fr LL hypnoticus, fr Gk 
hypnotikos, fr hypnoun to put to sleep, fr hypnos] - hypootkally adv 
’hypnotic n 1 sthg (e g a drug) that induces sleep 2 a person or animal 
that IS or can be hypnotized 

hypnotism /'hipn®,tiz(®)m/ n 1 the induction of hypnosis 2 hypno- 
sis 1 - hypnotist n 

hypnot-ize, -ise /’hipnatiez/ vt 1 to induce hypnosis in 2 to dazzle or 
overcome (as lO by suggestion, mesmerize (dnvers by speed) - 
hypnotizable adj, hypnotization /,hipn®tie'zaysh(®)n/ n 
'hypo /'hiepoh/ n, pi hypos sodium thiosulphate used as a fixing agent in 
photography [short for hyprxulphite] 

’hypo n, pi hypos a hypodermic 

hypo-, hyp- prefix 1 under; beneath <hypo6/asr> (hypodermic) 2 less 
than normal or normally (hypaesthesia) (hypotension) 3 in a lower state 
of oxidation (hypochlonous acid) [ME ypo-, fr OF, fr LL hypo-, hyp-, 
fr Gk, fr hypo - more at up] 

hypoblast /'hiepa.blast/ n the endoderm of an embryo - hypoUaatic 
/.hiepo'blastik/ adj 

hypocaust /'hiepo.kawst/ n an ancient Roman central heating system 
with an underground furnace and flues [L hypocaustum, fr Gk hyp^us- 
ton, fr hypokaiein to light a fire under, fr hypo- ^ kaiein to bum - more 
at caustic] 

hypochlorite /.hiepa'klawnct/ n a salt or ester of hypochlorous acid 
.hypo,chloroua 'acid /.hiep®'klawr®s/ n an unstable weak acid that is 
a strong oxidizing agent and is used esp as a bleach, disinfectant, and 
chlorinating agent [ISV] 

.hypo'chondria /-'kondn*®/ also hypochoadriails /-kond'ne-asis/ n 
morbid concern about one's health [NL, fr LL, pi, upper abdomen 
(formerly regarded as the seat of hypochondria), fr Gk. lit., the parts 
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under the cartilage (of the breastbone), fr hypo- + chondros cartilage, 
granule, grain - more at grind] 

hypochondriac /.hiepalcondnak/ n or adj (sby) affected by hypo- 
chondria (F hypochondriaquc, fr Gk hypochondnakos, fr hypo- 
chondria] 

hypocoriam /hie'pok3nz(9)m/ n (the use oO a pet name [LL hypoco- 
risma, fr Gk hypokomma, fr hypokorizesthai to call by pet names, fr 
hypo- f korizesthai to caress, fr koros boy, kore girl] - hypocoristic 
/4iiep9kaw'nstik/ adj 

hypocotyl /.hiepalcotil/ n the part of a plant embryo or seedling below 
the cotyledon [ISV] 

hypocrisy /hi'pokrdsi/ n the feigning of virtues, beliefs, or standards, esp 
in matters of religion or morality [MEypocnsi'e, fr OF, fr LL hypocnsis, 
fr Gk hypokrisib act of playing a part on the stage, hypocnsy, fr 
hypoknnesthai to answer, act on the stage, fr hypo- + knndn to decide 

- more at certain] 

hypocrite /‘hipokrit/ n one given to hypocnsy (ME ypocnte, fr OF, fr 
LL hypocrita, fr Gk hypokntes actor, hypocrite, fr hypokrinesthai] - 
hypocritical /.hipa'kntikL/ adj, hypocritically adv 
hypocycloid /.hiepa'siekloyd/ n a curve traced by a point on the 
circumference of a circle that rolls internally on a fixed circle 
'.hypodermic /-'duhmik/ adj 1 of the parts beneath the skin 2 adapted 
for use in or administered by injection bmeath the skin [ISV] - hypoder- 
mically adv 

‘hypodermic n 1 a hypodermic injection 2 hypodermic syringe 
hyiXKiermlc syringe n a small synnge used with a hollow needle for 
injection or withdrawal of material beneath the skin 
hypogeal /Jiiepojee-al/, hypogeous /-os/, hypogean /-on/ adj growing, 
remaining, or occumng below the surface of the ground cotyledons} 

- compare epigeal [LL hypogeus subterranean, fr Gk hypogatos, fr 
hypo- ge earth] 

hypogene Aiepojeen/ adj, of rock formed or occumng at depths below 
the earth’s surface - compare epicene [hypo- + Gk -genes bom, pro- 
duced - more at -gen] 

hypoglossal narva /.hiepo'glosl/ n either of the 12th and final pair of 
cranial nerves that supply muscles of the tongue in higher vertebrates 
hypoglycaamia /.hiepohglie'seemyo, -roi-o/ n abnormally low amount 
of sugar in the blood [NL] - hypoglycaemic /-mik/ adj 
hypogynous /hie'pojmas/ adj (having floral organs) attached to the 
receptacle or axis below the ovary and free from it - compare epigynous, 
perigynous - hypogyny n 

hypollmnlon /.hiepoh'limni-an/ n, pi hypollmnia /-mV the (oxygen- 
deficient nutnent-rich) water below the thermocline of a lake - compare 
EPiLiMNioN [NL, fr hypo- + Gk limmon, dim. of hntne lake] 
hypomania /.hiepa'maynya/ n a mild form of mania [NL] - hypomanic 
/-'manik/ 

hypophysis /hie'pofasis/ n, pi bypopbyics Aseez/ ph uhary gland 
[NL, fr Gk, attachment underneath, fr hypophyem to grow beneath, fr 
hypo- f phyein to grow, produce - more at be] - hypophyseal, hypophysial 
/.hiepoTizi-al/ adj, hyp^yscctomy /hie,pof3'sekt3mi/ n, hypophysec- 
toniae /-miez/ vt 

hypoplasia /.hiepa'playzya, -zh(yri/ a arrested development in which 
an organ or part remains below the normal size or in an immature state 
[NL] - hype^asde /-'plastik/ adj 

.hypo'sansitiza, -ise A'sensatiez/ vt to reduce the sensitivity of, esp to 
sthg that causes an allergic reaction; desensitize - hyposensitization 
/-,sensotie'zaysh(a)n/ n 

hypostasis /hie'postosis/ n, pi hypostases Aseez/ 1 the settling of blood 
in the lower parts of an organ or body, esp due to impaired circulation 
2 the substance or essential nature of an individual [LL, substance, 
sediment, fr Gk, support, foundation, substance, sediment, fr byphistas- 
thai to stand under, support, fr hypo- + histasthai to be standing • more 
at stand] - hypostatic /.hiepoh'sutik/, hypostatical adj, hypostatically 
adv 

hypoatat-lza, -ise /hie'post3,tiez/ vt to reify [Gk hypostatos substan- 
tially existing, fr hypbistasthai] - hypostatization A.pos- 
ucie^ydKs)n/ n 

hypoaulphita /.hiepoh'sulfiet/ n thiosulphate, esp as used as a fixing 
agent in photography 

.hypotaxis A'taksis/ n syntactic subordination (e g by a conjunction) 
[NL, fr Gk, subjection, fr hypotassdn to arrange under, fr hypo- 4 tassetn 
to arrange - more at tactics] - hypotaetk A'taktik/ adj 
.hypotanaion Accfish(a)ii/ Apoh-/ n abnormally low blood pressure 
[1^ - hypotensiff Asiv/ adj or n 

hypotonuaa /hie'pot(a)n.yoohz/ n the side of a right-angled triangle 


that is opposite the right angle 3“ mathematics [L hypotenusa, fr Gk 
hypoteinousa, fr fern of hypotemon, prp of hypotemein to subtend, fr 
hypo- + temein to stretch - more at thin] 

hypothalamus /.hieps'thabmss/ n a part of the brain that lies beneath 
the thalamus and includes centres that regulate body temperature, appe- 
tite, and other autonomic functions [NL] - hypotludamlc /-mik/ adj 
hypothec /hie'pothik/ n legal nght m favour of a creditor over the 
property of his/her debtor - used in Roman and Scots law [F & LL, F 
hypotheque, fr MF. fr LL hypotheca, fr Gk hypotheke deposit, pledge, 
fr hypotnhenai to deposit as a pledge] 
hypothermia /.hiepoh'thuhmi a/ n abnormally low body temperature 
[NL, fr hypo- i therm- + -la] - hypothermic /-mik/ adj 
hypothesis /hie'pot basis/ n. pi hypotheses /-scez/ 1 a provisional 
assumption made in order to investigate its logical or empmcal conse- 
quences 2 a proposition assumed for the sake of argument [Gk, fr 
hypotithenai to put under, suppose, fr hypo- f tiihenai to put - more 
at do] 

hypotheS‘ize, -ise /hic'potha,siez/ vh to form or adopt as a hypoth- 
esis 

hypothetical /.hiepa'thetikl/ adj 1 involving logical hypothesis 2 of or 
depending on supposition, conjectural - hypothetically adv 
hypothyroidism /,hiepoh'thieroy,diz(a)m/ n (the condition of lowered 
metabolic rate, lethargy, etc resulting from) deficient activity of the 
thyroid gland - compare hyper rHVROiDiSM [ISV] - hypothyroid adj 
hypotonic /.hiepa'tonik/ adj 1 having deficient muscular tone or tension 
2 having a lower concentration than a surrounding medium or a liquid 
under comparison - compare hypprionic, isoionic [ISV] - hypotoni- 
cally adv. hypotonlcity /-ts'nisati/ n 

hypoxia /hie'poksi a. hi-/ n a deficiency of oxygen reaching the tissues 
of the body [NL, fr hypo- t- ox- t- -w] - hypoxic /-sik/ adj 
hyps-, hypsi-, hypso- comb form height, altitude <,hypso^/a/i/?>> [Gk, fr 
hypsos height, akin to OE up up] 

hypsography /hip'sogrsfi/ n the measurement and mapping of the 
earth's surface with reference to elevation [ISV] 
hyrax /hieraks/ n. pi byraxes also hyraces /-r3,seez/ any of several small 
thickset short-legged mammals with feet with soft pads and broad nails 
[Gk hyrak-, hyrax shrewmouse] 

hyssop Aisap/ n 1 a plant used in punficatory ntes by the ancient 
Hebrews 2 a Eurasian plant of the mint family with aromatic leaves [ME 
ysop, fr OE ysope, fr L hyssopus, fr Gk hyssopos, of Sem origin, akin to 
Heb ezobh hyssop] 

• hyster-, hystero- comb form 1 womb (hysterotomy) 2 hysteria <hys- 
terogemc}; hystena and (hysteroneurasthema} [F or L, F hyster-, fr L 
hyster-, fr Gk, fr hystera, (2) NL, fr hystena] 

hysterectomy /.hista'rektami/ n surgical removal of the uterus - 
byiterectomize vt 

hysteresis /.hista'reesis/ n a delay in the production of an effect by a 
cause; esp an apparent lag in the values of resulting magnetization in a 
magnetic matenal due to a changing magnetizing force [NL, fr Gk 
hysteresis shortcoming, fr hysterein to be late, fall short, fr hysteros later 
- more at out] - hysteretic /-'retik/ adj 

hysteria /hrstian a/ n 1 a mental disorder marked by emotional 
excitability and disturbances (e g paralysis) of the normal bodily processes 
2 unmanageable emotional excess [NL, fr E hystenc, adj, fr L hystencus, 
fr Gk hysterikos, fr hystera womb; fr the former notion that hystenc 
women were suffenng from disturbances of the womb] - hysteric 
/-'stenk/ n, hysteric, hysterical adj, hysterically adv 
hysterics /hi'steriks/ n pi but sing or p! m constr a fit of uncontrollable 
laughter or crying; hystena 

hysteron proteron /.histaron 'protaron/ n a figure of speech consisting 
of the reversal of a natural or rational order (e g,in thunder and lightning) 
[LL, fr Gk, lit., (the) later earlier, (the) latter first] 


I 

i /ie/ n, pi Fs, Is oflen cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 9th letter of the English alphabet 2 one number 
3 - used as a symbol for the imaginary unit 

I /ie/ pron the orte who is speaking or writing feel fine} (my wife and 
compare me, mine, my, we [ME, fr OE ic, akin to OHG lA I. L 
ego, Gk ego] 
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•i* - used as a connective vowel to join word elements, esp of Latin origin 
(^matnJmeary <ra/ic/de> [ME, fr OF, fr L, stem vowel of most nouns and 
adjectives in combination] 

'-la suffix ( - n) 1 pathological condition of <hystena> <a/iaeinia> 2 genus 
of (specified plant or animal) <Fuc/>sia> 3 territory, world, or society of 
(^suburtnay (^Austraha) [NL, fr L & Gk, sufTix forming feminine 
nouns] 

*-ia suffix n pf) 1 higher taxon (eg class or order) consisting of 
(specified plants or animals) (Saunay 2 things denved from or relating 
to (jegahay (juvenihay [NL. fr L (neut pi of -ms, adj ending) & Gk, neut 
pi of -los, adj ending] 

*-ia pi of iLiM 

•iai - sec '-al imanona\y [ME, fr MF, fr L -lalis, fr f -aJis -al] 
iamb /'ie am(b)/ n a metncal foot consisting of 1 short or unstressed 
syllabic followed by 1 long or stressed syllable [L iambus, fr Gk lambos] 

- iambic /ie'ambik/ adj or n 
iambus /le'ambas/ n an iamb [L] 

-ian - see -an 

-iana /-I'ahna/ - see -ana 

-iaais /-le-asis/ suffix (- n), pi -iascs disease having the characteristics 
of or produced by <^hypochondnasisy <(psonasis> [NL, fr L, fr Gk, suffix 
of action, fr denominative verbs in -lan, -lazein] 

-iatric /-I'atnk/ alw -iatrical Akl/ comb form ( - adj) of or relating to 
(a specified medical treatment) </wct/iatric> [NL -latna] 

•iatrics comb form (- n pi but sing or pi in constr) medical treatment 
([paei/iatncs) 

iatro- comb form medical; healing <iatro^en/c> {latrochemistryy [NL, fr 
Gk, fr latros physician] 

iatrogenic /ie,atroh'jenik/ adj induced inadvertently by (the treatment 
oO a medica.! doc\\*i \aif -- rash) [Gk latros + E gcnic] - iatrogenically 
adv 

-iatry A'le atri/ comb form ( - n) medical treatment OisycAiatry) [F 
-latrie, fr NL -larna, fr Gk latreia an of healing, fr /a/ros] 

Mberian /ic'bian an/ n a member of any of the ancient peoples inhabiting 
the Caucasus between the Black and Caspian seas [Ihcna, ancient region 
of the Caucasus] - Iberian adj 

‘Iberian n la a member of any of the Caucasian peoples that in ancient 
times inhabited Spain and Portugal b a native or inhabitant of Spain or 
Portugal 2 any of the languages of the ancient Iberians [Ibcna, peninsula 
in Europe] - Iberian adj 

ibex /'lebcks/ n, pi ibexes, csp collectively ibex any of several wild goats 
living chiefly in high mountain areas of the Old World and having large 
ndged backward -curving horns [LJ 

ibidem /I'biedem/ adv in the same book, chapter, passage etc as 
previously mentioned [L, in the same place] 

•ibility /-a'bibti/ - see -abiijty 

ibis /’lebis/ n, pi ibises, esp collectively ibis any of several wading birds 
related to the herons but distinguished by a long slender downward- 
curving bill [L, fr Gk, fr Egypt hby] 

-ibie Aibl, -abl/ - sec -abi e 

Ibo /‘ecboh/ n, pi Ibos, esp collectively Ibo 1 a member of a Negro people 
of the area round the lower Niger 2 a Kwa language widely used in S 
Nigeria ianguaoe 
1C n INTEGRA TLD CIRCUIT 

'-ic /-ik/ suffix {n adj) 1 having the character or form of, being 

(panoramicy (^runic^ 2a (charactenstic) of or associated with 

iHomer\cy (^quixobcy b related to, denved from, or containing 
(.alcohobcy <o/cic> 3 utilizing (^eleclronicy <afo/Tiic> 4 exhibiting <nos- 
talgicy, affected with <a//er^c> 5 charactenzed by, producing 
<ana/ge$ic> 6 having a valency relatively higher than in ^specified 
compounds or ions named with an adjective ending in -oust (feme 
irony (mercuncy [ME, fr OF & L, OF -tque, fr L -icus - more at '-y] 
*-ic suffix ( ■■* n) 1 one having the character or nature of (fanaticy 2 one 
belonging to or associated with <e/>ic> 3 one affected by (alcohoIxQy 4 
one that produces <emehc> 

-ical /-iki/ suffix (n — adj) -ic (symmetncal) (geoIogicaVy [ME, fr LL 
-icaJis (as in clencalis clerical, radicalis radical)] 

ICBM n, pi lCBM*s, ICBMa an intercontinental ballistic missile 
Mce /les/ n la frozen water b a sheet or stretch of ice 2 a substance 
reduced to the solid state by cold (ammonia in the nngs of Satumy 
3 (a serving oO a frozen dessert: e g a ice cream b water ice 4 NAm 
diamonds - slang [ME js, fr OE is; akin to OHG is ice, Av isu- icy] - 
iceless adj - on ice in abeyance; in reserve for later use (kept their plans 
on ice for the time beingy 

‘ice vt la to coat with or convert into ice b to supply or chill with ice 2 


to cover (as iQ with icing ^ kt 1 to become ice-cold 2 to become covered 
or clogged with ice (the carburettor ~d up) 

'ice ,age n 1 a time of widespread glaciation 2 cap lAA the Pleistocene 
glacial epoch ^3" geography 

‘ice ,axe n a combination pick and adze with a spiked handle used in 
climbing on snow or ice 

‘ice .bag n a bag of ice for application of cold to a part of the body 
‘ice, berg /-.buhg/ n 1 a large floating mass of ice detached from a glacier 
2 an emotionally cold person [prob part trans of Dan or Norw isberg, fr 
15 ice + berg mountain] 

‘ice, blink A.blmgk/ n a glare in the sky over a sheet of ice, caused by the 
reflection of light 

‘ice.boat A.boht/ n a boat or frame on runners propelled on ice, usu by 
sails 

‘ice.box /-,boks/ n I Br the freezing compartment of a refngerator 2 
NAm a refngerator 

'ice,breeker /-.brayka/ n a ship equipped to make and mamtain a 
channel through ice 

'ice .cap /-.kap/ n a lasting (extensive) cover of ice geography 
ice cream /.les 'kreem, 'les .kreem/ n a sweet flavoured frozen food 
containing cream (substitute) and often eggs 

‘ice .hockey n a game played on an ice nnk by 2 teams of 6 players on 
skates whose object is to dnve a puck into the opponent’s goal with a 
hockey stick 

Icelander /'les.landa. -bnda/ n a native or inhabitant of Iceland [Dan 
Islaender, fr Island Iceland, island between the Arctic & Atlantic] 
Icelandic /les'landik/ adj (charactenstic) of Iceland 
‘Icelandic n the N Germanic language of the Icelandic people 
language 

Iceland moss n an edible lichen of mountainous and arctic regions that 
yields an extract used esp as a sizing agent 

Iceland poppy n any of vanous cultivated poppies with usu pastel- 
coloured smallish single or double flowers 
Iceland spar n a doubly refracting transparent form of calcite 
ice lolly /.les 'loli, 'les ,loli/ n an ice cream or esp a flavoured piece of ice 
on a stick 

'ice.man /-.man/ n 1 a man skilled in travelling on ice 2 one who sells 
or delivers ice, esp in the USA 

Iceni /le'seeme/ n pi an ancient Bntish people who revolted against the 
Romans in ad 61 under Boadicea [L] - Iccnian /-ni-an/, lecnic /-nik/ 
adj 

'ice .pack u 1 an expanse of pack ice 2 ice bag 
'ice .pick n a hand tool ending in a spike for chipping ice 
'ice .show n an entertainment consisting of vanous acrobatic, dance, etc 
routine^, esp to music, by ice skaters 
'ice .skate n a shoe with a metal runner attached for skating on ice - 
ice-skate vi, ice skater n 

I CNing /ching/ n an ancient Chinese book that is a source of Confucian 
and Taoist philosophy and presents 64 symbolic 6-line figures each 
containing information relevant to daily life and future events, and 
accompanied by an explanatory text which advises on the possible courses 
of action and their outcome [Chin, lit , classic (book) of changes] 
ichn-, ichno- comb form footpnnt, track <ichno/qgy> [Gk, fr ichnos] 
ichneumon /ik'nyoohman/ n 1 a mongoose 2 ichscnnion, ichsettiBon 
fly any of vanous related 4-wmged insects whose larvae are usu internal 
parasites of other insect larvae, esp caterpillars [L, fr Gk ichneumm, lit., 
tracker, fr ichneuein to track, fr ichnos] 

ichor /'lekaw/ n 1 a fluid that took the place of blood in the veins of the 
ancient Greek gods 2 a thin watery or blood-tinged discharge [Gk icAdr] 
- ichorous adj 

ichthy-, ichthyo- comb form fish (ichibyologyy [L, fr Gk, fr ichthys; 
akin to Arm jukn fish] 

ichthyophagous /.ikthi'ofagss/ adj eating or subsisting on fish [Gk 
ichthyophagos, fr ichthy- + -phagos -phagous] 
ichthyosaur Aikthi*o,saw/ n any of an order of extinct manne reptiles 
with fish-shaped bodies and long snouts [denv of Gk ichthy- + sauros 
lizard - more at saurian] - ichthyoaaurian /.ikthio'sawri-on/ adj or n 
-ician Aish(9)n/ suffix (- n) specialist in or practitioner of 
<6eauncian> </ecA/iician> [ME, fr OF -icien, fr L -ica (as in rhetorica 
rhetonc) ^ OF -len -lan] 

icicle Aiesikl/ n a hanging tapering mass of ice formed by the freezing of 
dnpping water [ME isikel, fr is ice v ikel icicle, fr OE giod\ akin to OHG 
ihilla icicle, Mir aig ice] 

icing Aiesing/ n a sweet (creamy) coating for cakes or other baked 
goods 
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'icing .sugar n finely powdered sugar used in making cake icings and 
sweets 

icky Aki/ a<^ cloying, sentimental - infml (perh baby-talk alter, of 
sticky] 

icon, ikoa /'ickon/ a 1 a usu pictonal representation; an image 2 a 
conventional religious image typically painted on a small wooden panel 
and used in worship by the Eastern Christian Church [L. fr Gk eikon, 
tt dkenai to resemble] - iconic /le'konik/ adj, iconically adv, iconidty 
/.iekon'nisati/ n 

icon-, icono- comb form image; likeness <icono/ater> (xoonographery [Gk 
eik<m-, dkono-, fr eikon-, etkon] 

iconoclaam /ie'kona.klaz(9)m/ n the doctnne, practice, or attitude of an 
iconoclast [fr iconoclast, by analogy to enthusiast/enthusiasm] 
i'cono.clatt /-.klast/ n 1 a person who destroys religious images or 
opposes their veneration 2 one who attacks established beliefs or institu- 
tions [ML iconoclastes, fr MGk eikonokJastes, lit., image destroyer, fr Gk 
dkono- + klan to break - more at ‘halt] - iconoclastic /-.kona'klastik/ 
adj, iconoclastically adv 

iconographer /.ieka'nografa/ n a student of iconography 
iconography /.ieka'nogroli/ n 1 pictorial material relating to or illus- 
trating a subject; a pictorial record of a subject 2 the traditional or 
conventional images or symbols associated with a subject, esp a religious 
or legendary subject 3 the imagery or symbolism of a work of art. an 
artist, or a body of art 4 iconology 5 a published work dealing with or 
featuring iconography [Gk eikonographia sketch, descnption, fr eikono- 
graphan to describe, fr dkon- + graphein to wnte ~ more at carve] - 
teonographic /iejcona'grafik/. iconographieal adj, iconographically adv 
iconology /.leka'nobji/ n the study of icons or of artistic symbolism [F 
iconologie, fr icono- icon- + -logic -logy] - iconological /ie,kon3'lojik(a)l/ 
adj 

iconostasis /.leka'nostdsis/ n, pi iconoatases /-.seez/ a screen or parti- 
tion with doors and tiers of icons separating the sanctuary from the nave 
m Eastern churches [MGk eikonostasi] 

icosahedron /.iekasa'heedran/ n, pi icoaabedrona, Icosehedra /-dra/ a 
polyhedron of 20 faces 3" mathema ncs [Gk dkosaedron, fr eikosi 
twenty -edron -hedron - more at vigesimal] > icosahedral adj 
-ics /-iks/ sufUx n pi but sing or pi in constr) 1 study, knowledge, skill, 

or practice of (lingmsticsy (electromesy 2 actions, activities, or mode of 
behaviour characteristic of (a specified person or thing) 
(Jiistnomcsj (acrobatics) 3 qualities, operations, or phenomena relating 
to (mecAanics) (acoustics) [-/c ♦ -s; irans of Gk -ika, fr neul pi of 
-ikos -ic] 

icterus /iktoras/ n jaundice 1 [NL, fr Gk ikterbs', akin to Gk iktis, a 
yellow bird] - icteric /ik'terik/ adf 

ictus /iktas/ n rhythmic or metneal stress [L, fr ictus, pp of icere to 
strike; akin to Gk aichme lance] 

icy Aes\/ adj la covered with, fiill of, or consisting of ice b inten.sely cold 
2 charactenzed by personal coldness (an ^ stare) - icily adv, ici- 

Bcaa n 

id /id/ n the one of the 3 divisions of the mind in psychoanalytic theory 
that is completely unconscious and is the source of psychic energy denved 
from instinctual needs and drives - compare ego, superego [NL, fr 
L.itl 

*-ld /-id. -ad/ suffix ( - n) 1 member of (a specified zoological family) 
(araebnid) 2 meteor associated with or radiatmg from (a specified 
constellation or comet) (Perseid) [(1) L -ides, masc patronymic suffix, 
fr Ok -idd’, (2) It -ide, fr L -id-, is, fern patronymic suffix, fr Gk) 

**ld suffix {-* n) (such) a body, particle, or structure (energid) <pyram\6y 
[prob fr L -id-, -is, fern patronymic suffix, fr Gk] 

*-ld suffix (-» n) -ide 
I'd /ied/ 1 had; I should; I would 

•idae /-idee/ suffix {-* n p!) members of (a specified zoological family) 
(Felidae) [NL, fr L, fr Gk -idai, pi of -ides] 

10 card /je 'dee/ n identity card 

Ida /ied/ n a European freshwater food fish of the carp family [Sw id] 
•Ida /-ied/ suffix (-* n) 1 binary chemical compound - added to the 
contracted name of the nonmetallic or more electronegative element 
(^hydrogen sulphide} or radical (cyanide) 2 chemical compound denved 
from or related to (a specified compound) (g/ucoside) (/ajifbamde) [G 
A F; O -id, fr F -ide (as in oxide)] 

Maa /ie^dia/ n la a transcendent entity of which existing things arc 
imperfect representations b a plan of action 2a an indefinite or vague 
impreaton (I’d an you were coming} b sthg (e g a thought, concept, 
or image) actually or potentially present in the mind (the ^ of death 
never occurred to him} 3 a formulated thought or opinion 4 whatever 


is known or supposed about sthg 5 an individual's conception of the 
perfect or typical example of sthg specified (not my of a good time} 
6 the central meaning or aim of a particular action or situation (the ^ 
of the game is to score goals} [L, fr Gk, fr idem to see - more at wit] 

- Idealeas adj 

'ideal /le'deel/ adj la existing only in the mind, broadly lacking practical- 
ity b relating to or constituting mental images, ideas, or conceptions 2 
of or embodying an ideal; perfect (an - spot for a picnic} [F or LL; F 
ideal, fr LL idealis, fr L idea] 

‘ideal n 1 a standard of perfection, beauty, or excellence 2 one looked up 
to as embodying an ideal or as a model for imitation 3 an ultimate object 
or aim - idraJless adj 

idealism /ic'dee,Iiz(3)m/ n la a theory that the essentia) nature of reality 
lies in consciousness or reason b a theory that only what is immediately 
perceived (e g sensations or ideas) is real 2 the practice of living according 
to one's ideals 3 a literary or artistic theory or practice that affirms the 
preeminent value of imagination and representation of ideal types as 
compared with faithful copying of nature 
I'dealist /-list/ n 1 one who advocates or practises idealism in art or 
wnting 2 sby guided by ideals, esp one who places ideals before practical 
considerations - idealist, idealistic /-.dee'hstik/ adj, idealistically adv 
ideality /.ledi'abti/ n 1 the quality or state of being ideal 2 sthg 
imaginary or idealized 

ideal-ize, -ise Ac'deelie// vt 1 to attribute qualities of excellence or 
perfection to 2 to represent in an ideal form to form ideals - 
idealizer n, idealization /-.deehe'/aysh(d)n/ n 
i'deally / -li/ adv 1 in accordance with an ideal, perfectly (-- suited for 
the Job} 2 for best results ('^, »e should eat less sugar} 
ideate /'iedi,ayt/ vb to form an idea (oO - ideation /,iedi'aysh(a)n/ n, 
ideational adj 

id6e fixe /.ceday 'feeks (Fr ide fiks)/ n, pi id^ fixes / — /a fixed or 
obsessive idea [F] 

idem /'idem, 'ledem/ pron the same as previously mentioned [L, same - 
more at identity] 

identical /ic'dcntikl/ adj 1 being the same (the - place we stopped 
before} 2 being very similar or exactly alike (the copy was - with the 
anginal} 3 of twins, tnplets, etc derived from a single egg [prob fr ML 
’ identicus, fr LL identitas] 

identification /ie,dentin'kaysh(3)n/ n la ideMifying or being identified 
b evidence of identity (employees must carry at all times} 2a the 
putting of oneself mentally in the position of another b the (unconscious) 
attnbution of the charactenstics of another to oneself in order to attain 
gratification, emotional support, etc 

identification parade n, chiefly Br a line-up of people arranged by the 
police to allow a witness to identify a suspect 

identify /le'dentifie/ vt la to cause to be or become identical b to 
associate or link closely (groups that are identified with conservation} 2 
to establish the identity of vi to experience psychological identification 
(- with the hero of a novel} - identifiable adj, identifiably adv, 
identifier n 

'identikit /le'dentikit/ n, often cap a set of alternative facial character- 
istics used by the police to build up a likeness, esp of a suspect; also a 
likeness construct^ in this way [fr Identi-kit, a trademark] 

‘identikit adj, often cap 1 of or produced by identikit 2 like many others 
of the same type (a middlebrow ^ novel} 

identity /ie'dentati/ n 1 the condition of being exactly alike 2 the 
distinguishing character or personality of an individual 3 the condition 
of being the same as sthg or sby known or supposed to exist (establish 
the ~ of the stolen goods} 4 an algebraic equation that remains true 
whatever values are substituted for the symbols ((x iyf = x^ + 2xy f 
y^ IS an ^} 5 identity element 6 AustrA NZ a person, character 
(MF identite, fr LL identitat-, identitas, irreg fr L idem same, fr is that 

- more at iterate] 

i'dentity .card n a card beanng informationlhat establishes the identity 
of the holder 

identity element n an element that leaves any element of the set to 
which It belongs unchanged when combii|ed with it by a specified 
mathematical operation (0 is the ^ in the group of numbers under 
addition} 

i'dentity pa, rede n idenitfication parade 
ideo- comb form idea (ideogram) [F idea-, fr Gk idea] 
ideogram /'idi>34{ram/ ii 1 a stylized picture or symbol used instead of 
a word or sound to represent a thing or idea - compare hieroglyph 2 
a logogram - compare pictograph - fdeogramlc, ideograaiBiic 
/,idi*a'gramik/ adj, ideogrammatic /.idi-agra'matik/ adj 
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ideograph /'idi-a.grahf, -,graf/ n an ideogram - ideographic 
/.idi-a'grafilc/ adj, ideographically adv 
ideography /.idrograH/ n the use of ideograms 
ideologue /*iedce 3,log/ n 1 an (unpractical) theorist 2 an advocate or 
adherent of a particular ideology [F ideologue, back-formation fr ideolo- 
gic] 

ideology /.ledi'obji/ n 1 a systematic body of concepts 2 a manner of 
thinking charactenstic of an individual, group, or culture (^medical ^ > 
3 the ideas behind a social, political, or cultural programme [F ideologie, 
fr ideo- ideo- + -logic -logy] - ideologist n, ideologicai /.ledce-a'lojikl, 
also ideologic adj, ideologically adv 

ides /ledz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr (the week preceding) the ISth day 
of March, May. July, or October or the 13th day of any other month in 
the ancient Roman calendar [MF. fr L /Jus] 

-idine /-odeen/ suffix (-* n) nitrogen-containing chemical compound 
related in ongin or structure to (a speciHed compound) 
(tolmdine) (pyrroAdine} [ISV -ide + -me] 

idio- comb fonn one’s own; personal, distinct <idioyecr> [Gk, fr idios - 
more at idiot] 

idiocy /"idi-asi/ n 1 extreme mental deficiency 2 sthg notably stupid or 
foolish 

idiolect /'idi a,lekt/ n the language or speech pattern of an individual 
[idio- 4 -lect (as in dialect)] ~ idiolectal /-'lektl/, idiolectic /-'lektik/ 
adj 

idiom /'idi-am/ n la the language peculiar to a people or to a distnct, 
community, or class b the syntactic, grammatical, or structural form 
peculiar to a language 2 an expression in the usage of a language that has 
a meaning that cannot be derived from the sum of the meanings of its 
elements 3 s r.S^ractenslic style or form of artistic expression </hc 
modem ja72 (MF & LL, MF idiome, fr LL idioma individual 
peculiarity of language, fr Gk idiomat-, idioma, fr idiousthai to appropn- 
ate, fr idios] 

idiomatic /.idi a'matik/ adj of or conforming to idiom - idiomatically 
adv, idiomaticity /-ma'tisoti/ n 

idiopathic /.idia'pathik/ adj, of a disease arising spontaneously or from 
an unknown cause - idiopathically adv 

idiosyncrasy /.idioh'singkrasi/ n 1 charactenstic peculiarity of habit or 
structure 2 a charactenstic of thought or behaviour peculiar to an 
individual or group, esp an ecccnlncity [Gk idiosynkrasia, fr idio- ♦ 
synkerannynai to blend, fr syn- ^ kerannynai to mingle, mix - more at 
ckatfr] - idiosyncratic Asing'kratik/ adj, idiosyncratically adv 
idiot /'idi-dt/ n 1 an (ineducable) person afTlictcd with idiocy, esp from 
birth 2 a silly or foolish person [ME, fr L idiota ignorant person, fr Gk 
idiotes one in a pnvate station, layman, ignorant person, fr idios one's 
own, pnvate, akin to L sed, se without, sui of oneself] - idiot adj, idiotic 
/.idi'otik/ adj, idiotically adv 

'idiot .board n a device that is used to prompt a performer on television 
- mfml 

•idium /-idi am/ suffix n) pi -idiums, -idia /-idi ?/ small or lesser kind 
of <a/7t//endium> [NL, fr Gk -idion, dim suflix] 

Mdie /'ledl/ adj 1 having no particular purpose or value <- cunosity^ 2 
groundless rumour^ 3 not occupied or employed, eg a not in use 
or operation {machines lying b not turned to appropnate use 
funds} 4 lazy [ME idel, fr OE ideh akin to OHG ital worthless] - idleness 
n. Idly /'ledli/ adv 

’idle vb idling /icdling/ vi la to spend time in idleness b to move idly 2 
esp of an engine to run without being connected to the part (e g the wheels 
of a car) that is dnven, so that no useful work is done ^ vt 1 to pass in 
idleness 2 to cause to idle - idler n 
'idler .wheel n a wheel, gear, or roller used to transfer motion or to guide 
or support sthg 

Ido /eedoh/ n an artificial international language based on Esperanto 
[Esperanto, offspring, fr Gk -/Jes, patronymic suffix] 
idol /iedl/ n 1 an image or symbol used as an object of worship; broadly 
a false god 2 an object of passionate or excessive devotion <a pop ^ > 
[ME, fr OF idole, fr LL idolum, fr Gk eidolon phantom, idol; akin to Gk 
eidos form - more at idyll] 

idolater /le'dobta/ n 1 a worshipper of idols 2 a passionate and ofien 
uncntical admirer [ME idolatrer, fr MF idolatre, fr LL idololatres, fr Gk 
eiddlolatres, fr eidolon + -latres -later] 

idolatry /ie'dobtri/ n 1 the worship of a physical object as a god 2 
excessive attachment or devotion to sthg - idolatrous adj, idolatrously 
adv, idolatrousnesa n 

idol-ize, -ite /'ied(9)l.icz/ vt to worship idobtrously. broadly to love or 


admire to excess ^vi to practise idolatry - Idolizer n, idollzatloe 
/-'7aysh(9)n/ n 

idyll, idyl /‘idil/ u 1 a simple work in poetry or prose desenbing peaceAiI 
rustic life or pastoral scenes 2 an episode suitable for an idyll 3 a pastoral 
or romantic musical composition [L idyllium, fr Gk ddyllion, fr dim. of 
eidos form, akin to Gk idein to see - more at wit] - idyllic /I'dilik/ adj, 
idyllically adv 

-ie /-ee/ suffix (n - n) *-y [ME] 

-ier /-i9/ - see '-tR 

’if /if/ conj la in the event that she should telephone, let me know} 
b supposing you’d listened, you’d know} c on condition that 2 
whether {asked ^ the mail had come} 3 - used to introduce an 
exclamation expressing a wish {^ it would only rain} 4 even if; although 
{an interesting ^ irrelevant point} 5 that - used after expressions of 
emotion <7 don’t care she’s cr(xs}{it’s not surpnsing you’re 
annoyed} 6 - used with a negative when an expletive introduces startling 
news {blow me ^ he didn’t hit her!} [ME, fr OE gif, akin to OHO ibu 
if] - if anything on the contrary even; perhaps even <if anything, you 
ought to apologize} 

’if u la condition, stipulation {the question depends on too many ^ s> 2 
a supposition {a theory full of s> 

-iferous /-if(9)r3s/ - see -ferous [ME, fr L -ifer, fr -i- + -fer -ferous] 
-iform /-ifawm/ - see -form <ra/niform> [MF & L; MF -iforme, fr L 
-iformis, fr -/- -formts -form] 

-ify /-ific, -afic/ - sec -r y [ME -ifien, fr OF -ifier, fr L -ificare, fr -/- + 
-ficare -fy] 

Igbo /'igboh/ n pi Igbos, esp collectively Igbo (an) Ibo 
igloo /iglooh/ n, pi igloos 1 an Eskimo dwelling, usu made of snow 
blocks and in the shape of a dome 2 a structure shaped like a dome [Esk 
iglu, igdiu house] 

igneous /'igni-ds/ adj 1 fiery 2 relating to or formed by the flow or 
solidification of molten rock from the earth's core rocks} [L tgneus, 
fr Ignis fire; akin to Skt agni fire] 
igni- comb form fire; burning <igni/ro/)> [L, fr ignis] 
ignis fatuus /.ignis 'fatyoo-»s/ n. pi Ignea fiatui /.igneez 'fatyoo,ie/ a 
will-o’-ihc-wisp [ML, lit , foolish fire] 

ignite /ig'met/ vt la to set fire to; also to kindle b to cause (a fuel 
mixture) to bum 2 to spark off; excite, esp suddenly ^ vi 1 to catch fire 
2 to begin to glow 3 to burst forth suddenly into violence or conflict [L 
Ignitus, pp of igntre to ignite, fr tgnts] - ignitable also Ignitible adj, igsiter, 
ignitor n 

ignition /ig'nish(9)n/ n 1 the act or action of igniting 2 the process or 
means (e g an electnc spark) of igniting a fuel mixture car 
ignoble /ig'nohbl/ adj 1 of low birth or humble ongin 2 base, dishonour- 
able |i ignobilis, fr in- i nobilis noble] - igsoblencas n, igsoMy adv, 
ignobility /.ignoh'bibti/ n 

ignominious /.igna'mim-as/ adj 1 marked by or causing disgrace or 
d.i>credit 2 humiliating, degrading {suffered an ^ defeat} - igaosiiiii* 
ously adv, ignominiousness n 

ignominy /’ignammi/ n 1 deep personal humiliation and disgrace 2 
disgraceful or dishonourable conduct or quality [MF or L, MF ignomi- 
nie, fr L ignominia, fr ig- (as in ignorare to be ignorant of, ignore) f 
nomin-, nomen name, repute - more at name] 
ignoramus /.igno’raymos, -'rahmas/ n an ignorant person [Ignoramus, 
ignorant lawyer in Ignoramus, play by George Ruggle tl622 E dramatist, 
fr NL ignoramus endorsement by a Grand Jury on a bill of indictment 
giving insuflicient evidence for prosecution, fr L, we do not know, fr 
Ignorare] 

ignorance /ignarans/ n the state of being ignorant 
ignorant /ignarant/ adj 1 lacking knowledge, education, or comprehen- 
sion (of sthg specified) 2 caused by or showing lack of knowledge 3 
lacking social training; impolite - chiefly infml - igaorastly adv 
ignore /ig'naw/ vt to refuse to take notice of; disregard [ote ignore (to 
be ignorant oO. fr F ignorer, fr L ignorare, fr ignarus ignorant, unknown, 
fr in- 4 gnoscere, noscere to know •> more at know] - igsorablt adj, 
ignorer n 

iguana /.igyoo'ahna, i'gwahna/ n any of various large lizards; esp a 
plant-eating (dark-coloured) tropical American lizard with a serrated 
crest on its back [Sp, fr Arawak iwana] 

iguanodon /.igyoo'ahnadon, i'gwah-/ n a very large plant-eating dino- 
saur [NL /^uanoJonr-, Iguanodon, genus name^ fr Sp iguana ^ NL -cdon 
(as in mastodon)] 

IHS - used as a Christian symbol and monogram for Jesus [LL, part 
transliteration of Gk I HI, abbreviation for IHIOYI lesous Jesus] 
ikebana /.ikay'bahna, ,iki-, .eek-/ n the Japanese art of flower arranging 
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that emphasizes form and balance (Jap. fr tkeni to keep alive, arrange + 
hang flower] 
ikon /'iekon/ n an icon 
II- /il-/ - see IN- 

il•ng•ilano /.eelang 'eelang/ n ylang-ylang 

llo- also Uco- comb fonn 1 ileum <ileiri5> 2 ileal and <ileocaeca/> [NL 
fJeuin] 

MIo Aiel/ suffix ('• adj) (capable) of (such action) (prehensiky, liable to 
(so act or be acted on) <vo/afile> </higilc> (ME, fr MF, fr L -ihs\ 

MIo sufRx (-• n) segment of (a specified size) in a frequency distribution 
<</onle> [prob fr -ile (as in quartik, n)] 

iloiim /'ili-am/ o, pi ilea Z'lli-a/ the last division of the small intestine 
extending between the jejunum and the large intestine [NL, fr L, groin, 
viscera] - ileal adj 

ileus /'ili-as/ n obstruction of the bowel (L, fr Gk cileos, fr dJyein to roll 

- more at voluble] 

ilex /leleks/ n 1 holm oak 2 the holly (L] 
iliec /'iliak/ also ilial /'ili-al/ adj of or located near the ilium (LL ihacus, 
fr L ilium] 

ilio- comb fonn iliac and <ilio/umhar> (NL ilium] 
ilium /'ili-am/ n, pi Ilia /ili-a/ the upper and largest of the 3 principal 
bones composing either half of the pelvis (NL, fr L ilium, ilcum] 

'ilk /ilk/ pron, chiefly Scot that same - esp in the names of landed families 
(ME, fr OE ilca, fr a prehistoric compound whose constituents are akin 
respectively to Goth is he (akin to L is he, that) and OE gelic like - more 
at 'like] 

*ilk n sort, kind (jyoitticians and others of that > 

•ilk adj, chiefly Scot each, every (ME, adj & pron, fr OE ylc, teic - more 
at each] 

ilka /'ilka/ adj, chiefly Scot ilk [ME, fr ilk ^ a (indef article)] 

'ill /il/ adj worae /wuhs/, worst /wuhst/ 1 bad* e g a morally evil 
deedsy b malevolent, hostile feeling^ c attnbutmg evil or an 
objectionable quality iheld an ^ opinion of his neighbours') 2a causing 
discomfort or inconvenience; disagreeable <-» effects) b(l) not normal 
or sound <-^ health) (2) not in good health, also nauseated (3) chiefly 
Br hurt, wounded <sriJ/ very after the accident) 3 unlucky, disadvan- 
tageous <aii omenX'-' fortune) 4 socially improper breeding) 5a 
unfriendly, hostile feeling) will) b harsh treatment) (ME, 
fr ON illr] 

•ill adv worse; worst la with displeasure or hostility b in a harsh manner 
(.used him ~ > c so as to reflect unfavourably (^spoke ^ of his neigh- 
bours) 2 in a reprehensible, harsh, or deficient manner (^fared 

- > (}\i-adapted to aty life) 3 hardly, scarcely at ease) (can - afford 
such extravagances) 4a in an unfortunate manner, badly, unluckily 
<ilL/Sife(/> b in a faulty, imperfect, or unpleasant manner (ill-equipped) 
USE often in combmation 

•ill n 1 the opposite of good; evil 2a (a) misfortune, trouble (hope no more 
<«'S befall him) b(l) an ailment (2) sthg that disturbs or afflicts <eco- 
nomic and social ^s) 3 sthg that reflects unfavourably (spoke no ^ of 
him) 

ril /iel/ 1 will; 1 shall 

.iH-ad'vised adj showing lack of proper consideration or sound advice - 
iU-addsedly /ad'viezidli/ adv 
.ill at 'aaaa adj uneasy, uncomfortable 

illativa /i'laytiv/ adj inferential (LL illativus, fr L illatus, suppletive pp 
of inferre to bring in, infer, fr in- in- + latus, suppletive pp of ferre to bear] 

- iUativcIy adv 

.ill-'brtd adj having or showing bad upbringing, impolite 
illagal /I'leegl/ adj not authorized by law (F or ML; F illegal, fr-ML 
Ulegalis, fr Lin- + legalis legal] - illegally adv, illegality /.ili'gabti/ n 
illagibla /ilejabl/ adj not legible - illegibly adv, illegibility 
/Uqja'bibti/ n 

lllagitimata /Jli'jitimat/ adj 1 not recognized as lawful ofTspnng; specif 
bom out of wedlock 2 wron^y deduced or inferred 3 departing from the 
regular; abnormal 4 illegal - illegitiinately adv, lIlegitiiBacy 
Amasi/ n 

.liktavoured adj l unattractive in physical appearance 2 offensive, 
objectionable 

.ilk'gottan adj acquired by illicit or improper means - esp in ill-gotten 
gains 

(ilk'humourad atjj surly, uritable 

illiberal /J'libral/ adj not liberal: e g a lacking culture and refinement b 
not broad-minded; bigoted c opposed to liberalism (MF or L; MF, fr L 
Uliberalis ignoble, stingy, fr L in- -¥ bberalis liberal] - UUberallsm n, 
miberally adv, ttUberalacSB, illiberality /-Jibo'rabti/ n 


Illicit /I'lisit/ adj not permitted, unlawful love affairs) (L illicitus, fr 
in- 4- licitus lawful - more at licit] - illicitly adv 
illiterate /i'lit(a)rat/ adj 1 unable to read or wnte 2 showing lack of 
education (L illiteratus, fr in- + litteratus literate] - illiterate n, illiter- 
ately adv, illiterateaess, illiteracy /-n>si/ n 
.ill-'mannered adj having bad manners 

.ill-'natured adj having a disagreeable disposition, surly - ill-naturedly 
adv 

. illneaa /'ilms/ n an unhealthy condition of body or mind 
' illogical /I'lojikl/ adj 1 contrary to the pnnciples of logic 2 devoid of 
logic, senseless - illogically adv, illogicalness, illogicality 
/Lloji'kalati/ n 

.ill-tempered adj ill-natured - ill-temperedly adv 
.ill-'timed adj badly timed; esp inopportune 
.ill-treat vt to treat cruelly or improperly - ill-treatment n 
illume /I'lyoohm/ vt to illuminate - poetic [short for illumine] 
illuminate /i'l(y)oohminayt/ vr la(l) to cast light on, fill with light (2) 
to brighten b to enlighten spiritually or intellectually 2 to elucidate 3 to 
decorate (a manuscnpt) with elaborate initial letters or marginal designs 
in gold, silver, and brilliant colours (L illuminatus, pp of illuminare, fr 
in- + luminare to light up, fr Jumin-, lumen light - more at luminary] 

- illuminatingly adv, illuminator n, illuminative /-nstiv/ adj 
Illuminati /i,l(y)oohmrnahti/ n pi \ cap any of various groups claiming 

special religious enlightenment 2 people who are or claim to be unusually 
enlightened [it & NL, It, fr NL, fr L, pi of illuminatus] 
illumination /i,loohmrnaysh(3)n, i,lyooh-/ n 1 illuminating or being 
illuminated, eg a spiritual or intellectual enlightenment b decorative 
lighting or lighting effects (the Blackpool ^ s> c decoration of a manu- 
script by the art of illuminating 2 the amount of light per unit area of a 
surface on which it falls physic's 3 any of the decorative features 
used in the art of illuminating or in decorative lighting 
illumine /i'l(y)oohmin/ vt to illuminate - poetic [ME illuminen, fr MF 
or L, MF illuminer, fr L illuminare] - illuminable adj 
,ili-'use vt to treat harshly or unkindly - ill-usage n 
illusion /ri(y)oohzh(a)n/ n 1 a false impression or notion (I have no ^ s 
about my ability) 2a(l) a misleading image presented to the vision (2) 
;thg that deceives or misleads intellectually Ml) perception of an object 
n such a way that it presents a misleading image (an optical (2) 
^ALLUCINA rioN 1 (ME, fr MF, fr LL illusion-, illusio, fr L, action of 
nocking, fr illusus, pp of illudere to mock at, fr in- ^ ludere to play, mock 

- more at ludicrous] - illusional adj, illusionist n 

lusory /i'l(y)oohsan, -zan/ adj deceptive, unreal < ^ hopes) - illusorily 
adv, illusoriness n 

illustrate /'ibstrayt/ vt la to clarify (by giving or serving as an example 
or instance) b to provide (e g a book) with visual matenal 2 to show 
clearly, demonstrate ^ vi to give an example or instance [L illustrates, 
pp of illustrare, fr m- lustrare to punfy. make bnght, shine] - 

illustrator n 

illustration /,ib'straysh(a)n/ n 1 illustrating or being illustrated 2 sthg 
that serves to illustrate e g a an example that explains or clanfies sthg 
b a picture or diagram that helps to make sthg clear or attractive - 
illustrational adj 

illustrative /'ilastrativ, -stray-/ adj serving or intended to illustrate 
examples) - illustratively adv 

illustrious /I’lustn-as/ adj marked by distinction or renown [L illustns, 
prob back-formation fr illustrare] - illustriously adv, illustriousness n 
.ill 'will n unfriendly feeling 
im- /im-/ - sec in- 
I'm /icm/ 1 am 

image /'imij/ /i 1 a reproduction (e g a port|’ait or statue) of the form 
of a person or thing 2a the optical counterpati of an object produced by 
' a lens, mirror, etc or an electronic device k a likeness of an object 
produced on a photographic material 3a exactlikeness (God created man 
in his own ~ - Gen 1:27 (RSV)> b a persoe who stnkmgly resembles 
another specifled person (he's the ^ of his father) 4 a typical example 
or embodiment (e g of a quality) (he*s the ^ of goodness) 5a a menul 
picture of sthg (not actually present) b an idea, concept 6 a figure of 
speech, esp a meuphor or simile 7 a conception created in the minds of 
people, eSp the general public (worried about his public > 8 an element 
in the range of a mathematical function that corresponds to a particular 
element in the domain USE (2) camera [ME, fr OF, short for 
imagene, fr L imagtn-, imago-, akin to L imitan to imitate] 
imagsry /'imij(3)n/ n 1 (the art of making) images 2 figurative language 
3 mental images; esp the products of imagination 
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imaginable /I'majindbl/ adj capable of being imagined - imaginabie* 
neat n, imaginably adv 

Mmaginal /rmajinl/ adj of imagination, images, or imagery [imagine 
f -a/l 

’imaginal adj of the insect imago [NL imagin-, imago] 
imaginary /rmajin(a)n/ adj 1 existing only in imagination, lacking 
factual reality 2 containing or relating to (a multiple oO the positive 
square root of minus I - imaginaiily adv, imaginariness n 
imaginary number n complex number 

imaginary part n the part of a complex number (e g Ji m 2 ^3i) that 
has the imaginary unit as a factor 

imaginary unit n the positive square root of minus 1, + -1 
imagination /i,majrnaysh(a)n/ n 1 the act or power of forming a 
mental image of sthg not present to the senses or never before wholly 
perceived in reality 2 creative ability 3 a fanciful or empty notion 
imaginative /I'majiOnativ/ adj 1 of or characterized by imagination 2 
given to imagining; having a lively imagination 3 of images, esp showing 
a command of imagery - imaginatively adv, imaginativeness n 
imagine /rmaj(3)n/ vt 1 to form a mental image of (sthg not present) 

2 to suppose, think </ it will ram} 3 to believe without sufficient basis 
himself to be indispensable} -^vi to use the imagination [ML 
imaginen, fr MF imaginer, fr L imaginan, fr imagin-, imago image] 
imagism /'imijiz(3)m/ n, often cap a 20th-c movement in poetry 
advocating the expression of ideas and emotions through clear precise 
images - imagist n, imagist, imagistic /.imi'jistik/ adj, imagistically 
adv 

imago /I'maygoh/ n. pi imagoes, imagines /I'mahgmayz, -‘may-, -ji-. 
-nee// 1 an insect in its final mature (winged) state Lin cycll 2 
a subconscious idealized mental image of a person, esp a parent [NL, fr 
L, image] 

imam /I'mahm, '-/ n 1 the leader of prayer in a mosque 2 cap a Shiite 
leader held to be the divinely appointed successor of Muhammad 3 a 
caliph, also any of vanous Islamic doctors of law or theology [Ar imam] 

- imamate /-mat, -mayt/ n 

imbalance /im'balans/ n lack of balance* o g a lack of functional 
balance in a physiological system (hormonal - > b lack of balance 
between segments of a country’s economy c numerical disproptnrtion 
imbecile /’imbaseel, -siel/ n 1 mlntai DEFrenvp 2 a fool, idiot [F 
imbecile, fr imb^ile weak, weak-minded, fr L imbecillus] ~ imbecile, 
imbecilic /.imha'silik/ adj 

imbecility /.imba'sibti/ n 1 being (an) imbecile 2 (an instance oQ utter 
foolishness or nonsense 
imbed /im'bed/ vh -dd- to embed 

imbibe /im'bieb/ vt 1 to dnnk 2 to take in or up, absorb, assimilate - vi 
DRINK 2 [L imbibere to dnnk in, conceive, fr in- + bibere to dnnk] - 

imbiber n 

'imbricate /'imbnkat, -kayt/ adj (having scales, sepals, etc) lying lapped 
over each other in regular order [LL imbneatus, pp of imbneare to cover 
with pantiles, fr L imbnc-, imbrex pantile, fr imbr-, imber ram; akin to 
Gk ombros rain] - imbricately adv 

’imbricate /'imbnkayt/ vb to overlap, esp in regular order - imbrication 
/,imbn‘kaysh(3)n/ n 

imbroglio /iml^iohlioh/ n, pi imbroglios 1 a confused mass 2a an 
intneate or complicated situation (eg in a drama) b a confused or 
complicated misunderstanding or disagreement [It, fr imbrogliare to 
entangle, fr MF embrouiller, fr en- ♦ brouiller to broil] 
imbrue /im'brooh/ vt to stain, drench - chiefly fml (ME enbrewen, piob 
fr MF abrevrer, embevrer to soak, drench, denv of L bibere to dnnk] 
imbue /im'byooh/ vt 1 to tinge or dye deeply 2 to cause to become 
permeated (a man ^d with a strong sense of duly} [L /m.’ •' re] 
imidazole Aimrdazohl, -'day-, ,imida'zohl/ n (any of vanous denvatives 
oO an organic compound that is a chemical base with a charactenstic 
heterocyclic structure [ISV] 

imide /imied/ n a compound that is denved from ammonia by replace- 
ment of 2 hydrogen atoms by a metal or by acid radicals [ISV, alter of 
amide] - imidic /I'midik/ adj 

Imitate /'imitayt/ vt 1 to follow as a pattern, model, or example 2 to 
reproduce 3 to resemble 4 to mimic; fakl off [L imitatus, pp of imitan 

- more at image] - imitable adj, imitator n 

'imitation /.imrtaysh(3)n/ n 1 an act or instance of imitating 2 sthg 
produced as a copy; a counterfeit 3 the repetition in one musical part of 
the melodic theme, phrase, or motive previously found in another musical 
part - compare ostinato, sequence Ic - imitational adj 
’imitation adj made in imitation of sthg else that is usu genuine and of 
better quality 


imitative /'imitativ/ adj la marked by or given to imitation (acting is 
an art} b onomatopoeic 2 imitating sthg supenor - Imitativciy adv, 
imitativeness n 

immaculate /I'makyoobt/ adj 1 without blemish, pure 2 free from 
flaw or error 3 spotlessly clean [ME immaculat, fr L immaculatus, fr in- 
L maculafus, pp of maculare to stain, fr macula spot, stain] - immacu- 
lately adv, immaculateness, immaculacy /-bsi/ n 
Immaculate Conception n the conception of the Virgin Mary held 
in Roman Catholic dogma to have freed her from onginal sin 
immanent /'imanant/ adj 1 indwelling, esp having existence only in the 
mind 2 pervading nature or the souls of men (belief in an ^ God} - 
compare transcf.ndfnt [LL immanent-, tmmanens, pfp of immanere 
to remain in place, fr L in- f manere to remain - more at mansion] - 
immanence, immanency n, immanently adv 
immaterial /.ima'tian al/ adj 1 not consisting of matter, incorporeal 2 
unimportant [ME immatenel, fr MF. fr LL immatenalis, fr L m- + LL 
malenalis matenal] - immaterially adv, immaterialness, immateriality 
/-.tian'alati/ n, immaterialize /-‘tiana.liez/ vt 
immature /.ima'tyooa/ adj 1 lacking complete growth, differentiation, 
or development 2a not having arnvol at a definitive form or state (a 
vigorous but ^ school of art} b exhibiting less than an expected degree 
of maturity (emotionally — adults} [L immaturus, fr in- ^ matunis 
mature] - immature n, immaturely adv, immatureness, immaturity n 
immeasurable /i‘mezh(3)r3bl/ adj indefinitely extensive [im- -i- 
MEASURABI f] - immeasurableucss n. immeasurably adv 
immediacy /I'meedi dsi/ n 1 the quality or state of being immediate 2 
sthg requiring immediate attention - usu pi (the immediacies of life} 
immediate /I'meedi-at, -dyat/ adj la acting or being without any 
intervening agency or factor (the ^ cause of death} b involving or 
denved from a single premise (an ^ inference} 2 next in line or 
relationship (only the ^ family was present} 3 occurnng at once or very 
shortly 4 in close or direct physical proximity (the neighbourhood} 

5 directly touching or concerning a person or thing (LL immediatus, fr 
L in- *■ LL mediatus intermediate - more at mediate] - immediate- 
ness n 

'im'mediately /-li/ adv l m direct relation or proximity, directly (the 
parties ^ invohed in the case} 2 without delay 
’immediately conj as s(x>n as 

immedicable /I'medikabl/ adj incurable - chiefly fml [L immedicabilis, 
fr in- « mcdicabilis medicable] - immedicably adv 
immemorial /.imi'mawn al/ adj extending beyond the reach of memory, 
record, or tradition (existing from time > [prob fr F immemorial, fr 
MF, fr in- + mcmonal] - immemorially adv 
immense /I'mens/ adj very great, esp in size, degree, or extent [MF, fr 
L imn'< nsus immeasurable, fr in- f mensus, pp of metin to measure - 
more at mfasurf] - immensely adv, immenseness, immensity n 
immerse /I'muhs/ vt 1 to plunge into sthg. esp a fluid, that surrounds 
or covers 2 to baptize by complete submergence 3 to engross, absorb 
(completely -d in his ixork} [L immersus, pp of immergere, fr in- + 
mergerc to merge] - immersible adj 
im'mersed adj. of a plant growing wholly under water 
immersion /i'muhsh(3)n/ n disappearance of a celestial body behind or 
into the shadow of another [immfrsf + -ion] 

im’mersion .heater n an eicctncal apparatus for heating a liquid in 
which It IS immersed, esp an electnc water-heater fixed inside a domestic 
hot-water storage tank 

immigrant /’imigrant/ n 1 one who comes to a country to take up 
permanent residence 2 a plant or animal that becomes established in an 
area where it was previously unknown [immigrate ^ -ant] - immigrant 
adj 

immigrate /'imigrayt/ vi to come into a country of which one is not a 
native for permanent residence ^ vt to bring in or send as immigrants [L 
immigratus, pp of immigrare to remove, go in, fr in- + migrare to migrate] 

- Immigration /,imi'graysh(a)n/ n, immigradonal adj 

imminant /'immant/ adj about to take place; esp impending, threatening 
[L imminent-, imminens, prp of imminere to project, threaten, fr in- -v 
-minere (akin to L mont-, mans mountain)] - imminently adv, immineat- 
ness, imminence /-nans/ n 

immiscible /I'misabI/ adj incapable of being mixed - used technically 

- immiscibly adv, immiscibility /i.misa'bilati/ n 

immitigable /i'mitigabl/ adj incapable of bang mitigated - chiefly fml 
[LL immitigabilis, fr L in- ^ mitigare to mitigate] - insdtigableaeaa n, 
immitigably adv 

Immobile /I'mohbiel/ adj 1 incapable of bang moved 2 motionless 
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ikeep the patient ^ > [ME in-mobill, fr L immobilis, fr in- ♦ mobihs 
mobile] - imnobility /.imoh'bilsti/ n 

immoblMze, -ise /i'mohbiliez/ vt 1 to prevent freedom of movement or 
efTective use of 2 to reduce or eliminate motion of (sby or a body part) 
by mechanical means or by stnct bed rest [immobile f -ize] ~ immobi- 
le n, inmobiUzatioa /i,mohbilie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
immoderate /i'mod(3)rot/ adj lacking in moderation; excessive [ME 
immoderate fr L immoderatus, fr w- + moderatus, pp of moderate to 
moderate] - immoderately adv, immoderacy /-nn\/, immoderateness, 
ImmoderatfoB /-.modo'raysh(3)n/ ir 

immodest /i'modist/ adj not conforming to standards of sexual propn- 
ety [L immodestus, fr in- + modestus modest] - immodestly adv, 
iBUBodesty n 

immolate /'imohlayt/ vt 1 to kill as a sacrificial victim 2 to kill, destroy 
[L unmolatus, pp of immolare, fr in- + mola meal; fr the custom of 
sprinkling victims with sacrificial meal] - immolator n, immolation 
/jmoh'laysh(a)n/ n 

immoral /i'moral/ adj not conforming to conventional moral standards, 
csp in sexual matters - immorally adv, immorality /.ima'ralati/ n 
'immortal /i'mawtl/ adj 1 exempt from death <//re ^ godsy 2 endunng 
forever; impenshable famey [ME. fr L immortalis, fr in- v mortahs 
mortal] > immortally adv, immortalize vt, immortality /.imaw'tabti/ n 
’immortal n la one exempt from death b pi, often cap the gods of 
classical antiquity 2 a person of lasting fame 

immortelle /.imaw'tel/ n an everlasting flower [F, fr fern of tmmortei 
immortal, fr L immortaJis] 

immovable /I'moohvabl/a^^ 1 not moving or not intended to be moved 
2a steadfast, unyielding b incapable of being moved emotionally - 
immofably adv, immovableness, immovability /i.moohva'bibti/ n 
im'movablea n pi real property 

immune /I'myoohn/ adj 1 free, exempt from prosecutiony 2 having 
a high degree of resistance to a disease <-'10 diphtheriay 3a having or 
producing antibodies to a corresponding antigen <aii serumy b 
concerned with or involving immunity <aii responsey [L immunis, fr 
in- + munia services, obligations; akin to L munus service] - immune n, 
immunize /"imyooniez/ vt, immunization /,imyoonie'zay$h(9)n/ n 
immunity /I'myoohnati/ n being immune, specif the ability to resist the 
effects or development of a disease-causing parasite, esp a microorgan- 
ism 

immuno- comb form immunity, immunology and <im- 
munqgenesis) (,mm\inochemistryy [ISV, fr immune] 
immunoassay /.imyoonoh-a'say, .imyoonoh'asay/ n the identification 
and measurement of the concentration of a substance (e g a protein) 
through Its capacity to act as an antigen in the presence of specific 
antibodies that react with it - immnnotssayable adj 
immunogiobulin /.imyoonoh'globyoolm/ n a protein (e g an antibody) 
that is made up of light and heavy amino acid chains and usu binds 
specifically to a particular antigen 

immunology /.imyoo'nobji/ n biology that deals with the phenomena 
and causes of unmunity [ISV] > immunologist n, immunologic 
/jmyoona'lojik/, immunological adj, immunologically adv 
immunosuppression /4myoonohs3'presh(9)n/ n suppression (c g by 
drugs) of natural immune responses - immunosoppress vt, immunosup- 
premant n or adj, immunosuppressive /-siv/ adj 
Jmmuno'therapy /-'theropi/ n treatment of or preventive measures 
against disease by admmistenng (preparations oQ antigens [ISV] 
immure /i'myooa/ vt 1 to enclose (as if) within walls, impnson 2 to 
build into, or esp entomb in, a wall [ML immurare, fr L in- + muruj^all] 
- immurement n 

immutable /i'myoohtabl/ adj not capable of or susceptible to change 
[ME. fr L immutabilis, fr in- i mutabilis mutable] - immutably adv, 
iausatableness, immutability /i.myoohta'bibti/ n 
'Imp /imp/ o 1 a small demon 2 a mischievous child; a scamp [ME impe, 
fr OE impa, fr impian to imp] 

"imp vt, archaic to graft or repair (e g a falcon's wing or tail) with a feather 
to imfirove flight [ME impen, fr OE impian-, akin to OHG impfon to 
graft; both from a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr (assumed) VL 
impulare, fr L in- + putare to prune - more at pave] 

'impact /im'pakt/ vt to fix or press firmly (as iQ by packing or wedging 
'^vi to impinge or make contact, esp forcefully [L impactus, pp of 
impiagere to push against - more at impinge] - impactlve /-tiv/ adj 
*impact /imp^t/ n la an impinging or striking, esp of one body against 
another b (the impetus produced by or as if by) a violent contact or 
oollisioit 2 a strong or powerful effect or impression <rAe « of modem 
adence on our aopietyy 


im'pacted adj, of a tooth not erupted as a result of lack of space in the 
jaw or of obstruction by bone or other teeth 

impaction /im'paksh(3)n/ n becoming or being impacted; esp the 
lodging of sthg (e g faeces) in a body passage 
impair /im'pea/ vt to dimmish in quality, strength, or amount [ME 
empeiren, fr MF empeirer, fr (assumed) VL impejorare, fr L in- + LL 
pejorate to make worse - more at pejorative] - impairer n, impairm- 
ent n 

im'pairad adj. Can, of a driver or driving under the influence of alcohol 
or narcotics 

impa la /im'pahb/ n a large brownish African antelope [Zulu] 
impale /im'payl/ vt 1 to pierce (as iQ with sthg pointed, esp to torture 
or kill by fixing on a stake 2 to join (coats of arms) on a heraldic shield 
divided in half vertically [MF & ML, MF empaler, fr ML impalare, fr 
L in- f palus stake - more at 'poll] - impalement n 
impalpable /im'palpabl/ adj 1 incapable of being sensed by the touch, 
intangible 2 not easily discerned or grasped by the mind impalpably 
adv, impalpability /im,palpa‘bibti/ n 
impanel /im'pani/ vt to empanel 

impart /im'paht/ vt 1 to convey, transmit <//je flavour —ed by herbsy 
2 to make known; disclose [MF & I , MF impartir, fr L impartire, fr in- 
f partite to divide, part] - impartable adj, impartment, impartation 
/.impah'taysh(a)n/ n 

impartial /im'pahsh(.T)l/ adj not biased - impartially adv, impartiality 
/im.pahshi'abti/ n 

impartible /im'pahtabl/ adj not divisible c^an - mhcriiancey [LL 
impartibiliK, fr L tn- f LX partibilis divisible, fr L partire] - impartibly 
adv 

impassable /im'pahsabi/ adj incapable of being passed, traversed, or 
surmounted - impassably adv, impassableness, impassability 
/im.pahsa'bibti/ n 

impasse Am.pas (Fr rpois)/ n 1 a predicament from which there is no 
obvious escape 2 dladloc k. 2 [F, fr m- t passer to pass] 
impassible /un'pas.'ibl/ adj incapable of suffenng, of feeling emotion, or 
of experiencing pain or injury - chiefly fml [ME, fr MF or LL, MF, fr 
LL impassihilis, fr L iih » LL passihilis capable of feeling, fr L passus, 
pp of pan to sufler - more at paiieni] - impassibly adv, impassibility 
/im.pasa'bibti/ n 

impassion /im’pash(a)n/ vt to arouse the feelings or passions of [prob 
fr It impassionare, fr in- (fr L) t passione passion, fr LL passion-, passio] 
- impassioned adj 

impassive /im'pasiv/ adi 1 incapable of or not susceptible to emotion 
2 showing no feeling or emotion - impassively adv, impassiveness, 
impassivity /.impa'sivsti/ n 

impasto /im'pastoh/ n (the technique oO applying pigment thickly in 
painting [It, fr impastare to make into a paste, fr in- (fr L) ^ pasta paste, 
fr LL] - impastoed adj 

impatient /im'paysh(3)nt/ adj la restless or quickly roused to anger or 
exasperation b intolerant <— of delayy 2 showing or caused by a lack 
of patience <an - replyy 3 eagerly desirous, anxious <- to see her 
boyfnendy [ME impacient, fr MF, fr L impatient-, impaliens, fr in- * 
patient-, patiens patient] - impatience n, impatiently adv 
impeach /im'peech/ vt la to bring an accusation against b to charge 
with a usu senous crime; specif, chiefly NAm to charge (a public ofTicial) 
with misconduct in office 2 to cast doubt on, esp to challenge the 
credibility or validity of the testimony of a witnessy (ME empechen, 

fr MF empeechier to hinder, fr LL impedicare to fetter, fr L in- v pedica 
fetter, fr ped-, pes fool - more at foot] - impeachable adj, impeach- 
ment n 

impeccable /im'pekabi/ adj 1 incapable of sinning 2 free from fault or 
blame; flawless [L impeccabilis, fr in- + pcccgre to sin] - impeccably adv, 
impeccability /im.peka'bibti/ n 

impecunious /.impi'kyoohnyas, -ni-as/ a^ having very little or no 
money - chiefly fral [m- v obs pecunious (nch), fr ME, fr L pecuniosus, 
fr pecunia money - more at fee] - impecunisusly adv, impecuniouaness, 
impecaniosity /-i'osdti/ n 

•impedance /im'peed(9)ns/ n sthg that impedes; esp the opposition in an 
electrical circuit to the flow of an alternating current that is analogous to 
the oppo^tion of an electneal resistance to the flow of a direct current 
Impede */im'peed/ vt to interfere with or retard the progress of [L 
impedire, fr m- + ped-, pes foot - more at foot] - Impeder n 
impediment /im'pedimant/ n 1 sthg that impe^; esp a physiological 
speech defect 2 a hindrance to lawful marriage 
impedimenta /tm,pedi'mcnta/ n pi \ unwieldy baggage or equipment 
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2 things that impede; encumbrances [L, pi of impedimentum impedi- 
ment, fr impedire] 

impel /im'pel/ vt -II- 1 to urge forward or force into action </e/r --led 
to speak his mmd) 2 to propel [L impellere, fr m- > pellcre to drive - 
more at FtLT] 

impeller also impellor /im'peb/ n (a blade oQ a rotor [impel + ^-fr] 
impend /im'pend/ w la to hover threateningly; menace b to be about 
to happen 2 archaic to be suspended, hang [L impendere, fr in- + pendere 
to hang - more at pi-ndant] 

impenetrability /im.penitra'bibti/ n the inability of 2 portions of 
matter to occupy the same space at the same time [impenlikabll f 
-nv] 

impenetrable im'pemtrabl/ adj la incapable of being penetrated or 
pierced b inaccessible to intellectual influences or ideas 2 incapable of 
being comprehended 3 having the property of impenetrability [ME 
impenclrabel, fr MF impenetrable, fr L impenetrabihs, fr in- + penetrabi- 
hs penetrable] - impenetrableness n, impenetrably adv 
'imperative /im'perdtiv/ adj la of or being the grammatical mood that 
expresses command b expressive of a command, entreaty, or exhortation 
c having power to restrain, control, and direct 2 urgent <a/j dutyy [LL 
imperativus, fr L imperatus, pp of imperare to command - more at 
fmpkror] - imperatively adv, imperativeness n 
^imperative n 1 (a verb form expressing) the imperative mood 2 sthg 
imperative e g a a command, order b an obligatory act or duty c an 
imperative judgment or proposition 

imperator /.impaVahtaw/ n a commander in chief or emperor of the 
ancient Romans [L - more at lmplrur] - impcratorial /im.pcra'tawri-Dl/ 
adj 

imperceptible /impa'septabl/ adj 1 not perceptible by the mind or 
senses 2 eiftremely slight, gradual, or subtle <a/i ^ change in attitude} 
[MF. fr ML imperceptibilis, fr L in- LL perceptibihs perceptible] - 
imperceptibly adv, imperceptibility /-'bibti/ n 
impercipient /.impa'sipi ant/ adj not perceptive ~ impercipience n 
'imperfect /im'puhfikt/ adj 1 not perfect e g a defective b not having 
the stamens and carpels in the same flower 2 of or being a verb tense 
expressing a continuing state or an incomplete action, esp in the past 3 
of a cadence passing to a dominant chord from a tonic chord [ME 
imperfit, fr MF imparfait, fr L imperfectus, fr in- + pcrfectus perfect] 
imperfectly adv, imperfectness n 
^imperfect n (a verb form expressing) the imperfect tense 
imperfection /,impa'feksh(3)n//? the quality or state of being imperfect, 
also a fault, blemish 

imperfective /.impa'fckliv/ adj, of a form of a verb expressing action 
as incomplete or repeated - compare pfrfi-ciive - imperfective n 
imperforate /im'puhf(3)r3t/ adj 1 having no (normal anatomical) 
opening 2 of a stamp or a sheet of stamps lacking perforations 
'imperial /im'pian-al/ adj la of or befitting an empire, emperor, or 
empress b of the Bntish Empire 2a sovereign, royal b regal, impenous 

3 belonging to an official nonmetnc Bntish senes of weights and measures 
[ME, fr MF, fr LL impenalis, fr L impenum command, empire) - 
imperially adv 

’imperial n a size of paper usu 30 X 22in (762 X 559mm) 
imperialism /im'pian>3,liz(a)m/ n 1 government by an emperor 2 the 
policy, practice, or advocacy of extending the power and dominion of a 
nation, esp by terntonal acquisition - imperialist n or adj, imperialistic 
/-'listik/ adj, imperialistically adv 

imperil /im'peral/ vt -11- (NAm -1-, -11-) to endanger - imperilment n 
imperious /im'pian-as/ adj marked by arrogant assurance, domineenng 
<Ais arbitranness} [L impenosus, fr impenum] - imperiously adv, 
imperiousness n 

imperishable /im'penshabl/ adj 1 not pcnshable or subject to decay 2 
endunng permanently <- fame} - imperishable n, impcrishably adv, 
imperishableness, imperishability /-sha'bilati/ n 
imperium /im'pidn-am/ n supreme power, sovereignty [L - more at 
empire] 

impermanent /im'puhmanant/ adj transient - impermanence, imper- 
maneocy n. impermanently adv 

impermeable /im'puhmi-obl/ adj not permitting passage, esp of a fluid 
[LL tmpermeabUis, fr L m- + LL permeabilis permeable] - impermeably 
adv, impermeability /-a'bibti/ n 

impersonal /-'puhsCajnl/ adj la denoting verbal action with no 
expressed subject (e g methinks) or with a merely formal subject (e g 
rained in it rained) h of a pronoun indefinite 2a having no personal 
reference or connection; objective b not involving or reflecting the human 
personality or emotions (^spoke in a Hat tone} c not having personality 


<an deity} [LL impersonahs, fr L in- + LL personalis personal] - 
impersonalize vt, impereonally adv, impersonality /-.puhsa'niUati/ n 
impersonate /im'puhsonayt/ vt to assume or act the character of - 
impersonator n, impersonation /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
impertinent /im'puhtinant/ adj 1 not restrained within due or proper 
bounds <>« cu/7osi/>'>, a/so rude, insolent 2 irrelevant - chiefly fml [ME, 
fr MF, fr LL impertinent-, impertinens, fr L in- + pertinent-, pertinens, 
prp of pertinere to pertain] - Impertinence n, impertinently adv 
imperturbable /.impa'tuhbobl, -puh-/ adj marked by extreme calm and 
composure [ME, fr LL imperturbabiJis, fr L m- + perturbare to perturb] 

- imperturb^ly adv, imperturbability /-ba'bibti/ n 
impervious /im'puhvi-os/ adj 1 impenetrable <a coat ^ to rain} 2 not 

capable of being affected or disturbed /o cnticism} USE usu to [L 
impervius, fr in- i pervius pervious] - imperviously adv, imperviona- 
ness n 

impetigo /.impa'tiegoh/ n a contagious skin disease charactenzed by 
blisters and pustules [L, ft impetere to attack - more at impetus] - 
impetiginous /-'tijinas/ adj 

impetuous /im'petyoo-as/ adj 1 marked by impulsive vehemence <aii 
^ temperament} 2 marked by forceful and violent movement - chiefly 
poetic [ME. fr MF impetueux, fr LL impetuosus, fr L impetus] - 
impetuousness n, impetuously adv, impetuosity /im.petyoo'osati/ n 
impetus /’impitas/ n la a dnving force b an incentive, stimulus (gave 
a new ^ to the ailing economy} 2 the energy possessed by a moving body 
[L, assault, impetus, fr impetere to attack, fr in- + petere to go to, seek 

- more at feather) 

impi /'impi/ n, pi impis SAfr an armed usu organized band of Afneans 
[Zulu] 

impiety /im'pie-ati/ n (an act showing) a lack of reverence 
impinge /im'pmj/ vj 1 to stnke, dash 2 to make an impression 3 to 
encroach, infringe on other people's nghts} USE usu + on or upon 
[L impingere, fr in- t pangere to fasten, dnve in - more at pact] - 
impingement n 

impious /'impi as/ adj lacking in reverence or proper respect (e g for 
God), irreverent [L impius, fr in- 4 pius pious] - impiously adv 
impish /'impish/ adj mischievous ['imp -ish] - impishly adv, impiah- 
ness n 

implacable /im'plakabi/ adj not capable of being appeased or pacified 
(an — enemy} (MF or L, MF, fr L implacabilis, fr in- + placabdis 
placable) - implacableness n, implacably adv, implacability 
Aka'bibti/ n 

'implant /im'plahnt/ vt la to fix or set securely or deeply b to set 
permanently in the consciousness or habit patterns 2 to insert in the tissue 
of a h- ing organism - implantable adj, implanter n, implaatation 

/,implahn'taysh(3)n/ n 

’implant /'im.plahnt/ n sthg (e g a graft or hormone pellet) implanted in 
tissue 

implausible /im'piawzabl/ adj provoking disbelief - implausibly adv, 
implausibility /-za'bibti/ n 

implead /im'pleed/ vt to take legal action against [ME anpleden, fr MF 
emplaider, fr OF emplaidier, fr en- plaidier to plead] 

'implement /'imphmant/ n 1 an article serving to equip (the of 
religious worship} 2 (sby or sthg that serves as) a utensil or tool [ME. 
fr LL unplementum action of filling up, fr L implere to fill up, fr in- 4 
plere to fill - more at 'fuil] 

’implement /'imphment, -mant/ vt carry out; esp to give practical 
effect to (plans not yet >^ed due to lack of funds} - imirfeaMBtatioB 
/,impbmant'taysh(a)n/ n 

implicate Amplikayt/ vt 1 to involve as a consequence, corollary, or 
inference, imply 2a to bring into (incnminating) connection b to involve 
in the nature or operation of sthg; affect 3 archaic to entwine [L 
implicatus, pp of imphcare - more at employ] 
implication /.impli'kaysh(a)n/ n la implicating or being implicated b 
incriminating involvement 2a implying or being imphed b a logical 
relation between 2 propositions such that if the first is true the second 
must be true 3 sthg implied - implicative /im'plikativ/ acf) 
implicit /iro'plisit/ adj la implied rather than directly stated (an ^ 
assumption} b potentially present though not realized or visible 2 
unquestioning, absolute obedience} [L impheitus, pp of impUcare] - 
implicitly adv, implicitnesa n 

implode /im'plohd/ vb to collapse inwards suddenly [fji- + -phde (as 
in explode)] 

Implore /im'plaw/ vr 1 to call on in supplication; beseech 2 to call or 
beg for earnestly; entreat [MF or L; MF implorer, fr L imphnre, fr lo- 
+ plorare to cry out] 
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implosion /iin'plohzh(3)n/ n I imploding 2 the release of obstructed 
brcAth inwards that occurs in the articulation of one kind of stop 
consonant 3 the act or action of coming (as lO to a centre [in- -t- -plosion 
(as in txplosion)] - lmplosi7e Aziv, -siv/ adj or n 
imply /im'plie/ vr 1 to involve or indicate as a necessary or potential 
though not expressly stated consequence 2 to express indirectly, hint at 
<Aj5 Silence implied consent^ [ME empiten, fr MF emplier, fr L 
implicue] 

impolite /.impaliet/ adj not polite, rude - impolitely adv, impolite- 

ocas n 

impolitic /im'pobtik/ adj unwise, ill-advised - chiefly fml - impoliticly 
adv 

imponderable /im'pond(3)rabl/ n or adj (sthg) incapable of being 
precisely weighed or evaluated [ML imponderabihs, fr L in- ■» LL 
ponderabilts ponderable] - imponderably adv, imponderability 
Ara'bilati/ n 

'import /im'pawt/ vt I to bnng from a foreign or external source, esp to 
bnng (e g merchandise) into a place or country from another country 2 
to convey as meaning or portent, signify - chiefly fml [Mb importen, fr 
L importare to bring into, fr in- + portaie to carry - more at 'farf] - 
importable adj, importer n, importation /.impaw'taysh(a)n/ n 
’import Aimpawt/ n 1 sthg imported 2 importing, esp of merchandise 3 
purport, meaning 4 (relative) importance (it is hard to determine the -- 
of this decision) USE (3 A 4) fml 
importance /im'pawt( 9 )ns/ n consequence, significance 
important /im‘pawt(a)nt/ adj of considerable significance or conse- 
quence [MF, fr Olt importante, fr L important-, importans, prp of 
importare] - importantly adv 

importunate /im'pawtyoonat, -chanat/ adj troublesomely urgent, 
extremely persistent in request or demand - chiefly fml - importunately 
adv, importunity /.impaw'tyoohnati, -'choohn-/ n 
importune /im‘pawtyoohn. -choohn/ vt 1 to press or urge with repeated 
requests, solicit with troublesome persistence 2 to solicit for purposes of 
prostitution vi to beg, urge, or solicit importunately USE chiefly fml 
(MF or ML, MF importuner, fr ML importunare, fr L mportunus unfit, 
troublesome, fr in- + -portunus (as in opportunus fit) - more at oppor 
tune] - importuner n 

impose /im'pohz/ vt la to establish or apply as compulsory b to 
establish or make prevail by force 2 to arrange (typeset or plated pages) 
in order for pnnting 3 pai m off fake antiques on the public) 4 to 
force into the company or on the attention of another oneself on 
others) -- w to take unwarranted advantage < d on his good nature), 
also to be an excessive requirement or burden USE (except vt t A 2) ^ 
on or upon [MF imposer, fr L imponere, lit , to put upon (perf indic 
imposui), fr in- ^ ponere to put - more at position] - Impoaer n 
imposing /im'pohzmg/ adj impressive because of size, bearing, dignity, 
or grandeur - imposingly adv 

imposition /4mp9'zish(a)n/ fi 1 the act of imposing 2 sthg imposed eg 
a a levy, tax b an excessive or unwarranted requirement or burden 
impossibis /im'posabl/ adj la incapable of being or occurnng, not 
possible b seemingly incapable of being done, attained, or fulfilled, 
insuperably difficult c difficult to believe <An ^ story) 2 extremely 
undesirable or diflicult to put up with </i/e became ~ because of lack of 
money) (ME, fr MF A L, MF, fr L impossibilis, fr in- f possibilis 
possible] - impossibly adv, impossibility /im.posa'bibti, / n 
'impost Ampohst/ n a tax [MF, fr ML impositum, fr L, neut of 
impositus, pp of imponere] 

’imgostii a bracket, top part of a pillar, or moulding that supports ai^rch 
architecture [F imposte, denv of L impositus] 
impostor, isqmster /im'posta/ n one who assumes a false identity or title 
for fraudulent purposes [LL impostor, fr tmpostus, pp] 
imposture /im'poscha/ n (an instance oO fraud, deception (LL impost- 
ure, fr L impositus, impostus, pp of imponere] 

Impotent /*impot(9)nt/ adj 1 lacking in efficacy, strength, or vigour 2a 
unable to copulate through an inability to mamtain an erection of the 
penis h of a male sterile 1 - not used technically [ME, fr MF ft L; MF, 
fr L impotent-, impotens, fr in- ^ potent-, potens pot^t] - impotence, 
impote^ n, impotent a, impotently adv 

impound /im'pownd/ vt la to shut up (as lO m a pound, confine b to 
take and hold in 1^ custody 2 to collect and confine (water) (as il) in 
a reservov - impoundmeat n 

impoverish /un'pov(a)nsh/ vt 1 to make poor 2 to depnve of strength, 
richness, or fertility (ME enpovensen, fr MF empovnss-, stem of empov- 
rir, fr en- -f povte poor - more at poor] - Imporertsher n. impov^h- 
SMSt n 


impracticable /im'praktikabl/ adj 1 incapable of being put into effect 
or earned out 2 impassable (an ~ road) - impracticably adv, impracti- 
cableneaa, impracticability /-ka'bilati/ n 

impractical /im'praktikl/ adj not practical e g a incapable of dealing 
sensibly with practical matters b impracticable (economically ^> - 
impracticality /-ti’kabti/ n, impractically adv 

imprecate /'impnkayt/ vb to invoke evil (on), curse [L imprecatus, pp 
of imprecan, fr in- f precan to pray - more at pray] - imprecatory adj, 
imprecation /,impn'kdysh(3)n/ n 

impregnable /im'pregnabl/ adj 1 incapable of being taken by assault 
(an fortress) 2 beyond cnticism or question (an ^ social position) 
[ME imprenable, fr MF, fr in- ♦ prenable vulnerable to capture, fr 
prendre to take - more at *pri/l] - impregnably adv, impregnability 
/-nohilati/ n 

'Impregnate Aimpregnayt/ adj filled, saturated 
’impregnate vt la to introduce sperm cells into b to make pregnant, 
fertilize 2a to cause to be imbued, permeated, or saturated b to permeate 
thoroughly [LL impraegnatus, pp of impmegnare, fr L in- ^ praegnas 
pregnant] - impregnable /im'pregnsbl/ adj, Impregnation 
/,impreg'naysh(d)n/ n, impregnator /im'pregnayto/ n 
impresario /.impn'sahnoh/ n. pi impresarios one who organizes, puts 
on. or sponsors a public entertainment (eg a sports event), esp the 
manager or conductor of an opera or concert company [It, fr impress 
undertaking, fr imprendere to undertake, fr (assumed) VL imprehendere, 
fr L m- + prehendere to seize - more at prlhfnsile] 
imprescriptible /.impn'sknptabl/ adj that cannot be taken away or 
revoked, inalienable [MF, fr in 'in- ^ prescnptible subject to presenp 
tion, fr ML praescnptibilis, fr praesenptus, pp of praesenbere to claim by 
right of prescnption - more at prfscribf] 

'impress /im'pres/ vt la to apply with pressure so as to imprint b to 
mark (as lO by pressure or stamping 2a to fix strongly or deeply (e g in 
the mind or memory) b to produce a deep and usu favourable impression 
on 3 to transmit (force or motion) by pressure - vi to produce a 
(favourable) impression (performances that failed to - > [ME impressen, 
fr L impressus, pp of impnmere fr in- + premcre to press - more at 
Vrfss] - impressible n or ad/ 

’impress Aimpres/ n 1 the act of impressing 2 a mark made by pressure 
3 an impression, effect 

’im'press vt 1 to force into naval service 2 to procure or enlist by forcible 
persuasion [in ^ press] - impressment n 
impression /im'presh(a)n/ n 1 the act or process of impressing 2 the 
effect produced by impressing e g a a stamp, form, or figure pnxluced 
by physical contact b a (marked) influence or effect on the mind or senses, 
esp a favourable impression 3a an effect of alteration or improvement 
(the settlement left little ^ on the wilderness) b a telling image 
impressed on the mind or senses (first —s of Greece) 4a the amount of 
pressure with which an inked printing surface deposits its ink on the paper 
b (a print or copy made from) the contact of a printing surface and the 
matcnal being pnnted c all the copies of a publication (e g a book) printed 
in 1 continuous operation 5 a usu indistinct or imprecise notion or 
recollection 6 an imitation or representation of salient features in an 
artistic or theatrical medium, esp an imitation in cancature of a noted 
personality as a form of theatneal entertainment 
im'pressionabie /-abl/ adj 1 easily influenced 2 easily moulded - 
impressionability /-ahibti/ n 

impressionism /-iz(3)m/ n 1 often cap an art movement, esp in late 
19th-c France, that tnes to convey the effects of actual reflected light on 
natural usu outdoor subjects 2 literary depiction that seeks to convey a 
general subjective impression rather than a detRiled re-creation of reality 
- impressionist n or adj, often cap 

im.pression'istic /-'istik/ adj 1 of or being Impressionism 2 based on 
or involving subjective impression as distinct from knowledge, fact, or 
systematic thought - impressionistically adv 

impressive /im'presiv/ adj making a marked impression, stirnng deep 
feelings, esp of awe or admiration - impisssively adv. Impressive- 
ness n 

imprimatur /.impn'mahta, -'mayto/ n 1 a licence granted, esp by 
Roman Catholic episcopal authority, to print or publish 2 sanction, 
approval [NL, let it be pnnted, fr impnmere to pnnt, fr L, to impnnt, 
impress - more at 'impress] 

imprimis Am'priemis/ adv in the first place - used to introduce a list of 
Items [ME lApnmis, fr L in pnmis among the first (things)] 

'Imprint /im'pnnt/ vt 1 to mark (as lO by pressure 2 to fix indelibly or 
permanently (e g on the memory) 

’imprint Aimpnot/ n 1 a mark or depression made by pressure <i/te fossil 



499 


ina 


of M dinosaur's footy 2 a publisher’s name printed at the foot of a 
title-page 3 an indelible distinguishing effect or influence itheir wotk 
bears a sort of regional ^ - Malcolm Cowley) [MF empreinte, fr fern 
of empreint, pp of empreindre to imprint, fr L impnmere] 
imprinting /im'printing/ n a behaviour pattern rapidly established early 
in the life of an animal that involves attachment to an object or other 
animal, esp the animal’s mother, seen just after birth 
imprison /im'pnz( 3 )n/ vi to put (as lO m pnson [ME impnsonen, fr OF 
empnsoner, fr e/i- ^ pnson] - imprisonment n 
improbable /im'probabl/ adj unlikely to be true or to occur [MF or L, 
MF, fr L improbabilis, fr m- ^ probabihs probable] - improbably adv, 
improbability /-ba’bibti, .improb-/ n 

improbity /im'prohbati/ n lack of integrity; dishonesty - chiefly fml 
[MF or L, MF improbile, fr L improbitas, fr improbus bad, dishonest, fr 
in- 'in- t probus good, honest - more at provf] 
impromptu /im'promptyooh/ adj made, done, composed, or uttered (as 
lO on the spur of the moment <an change of plany [F, fr impromptu 

extemporaneously, fr L m promptu in readiness] ~ impromptu adv 
’impromptu n 1 sthg impromptu 2 a musical composition suggesting 
improvisation 

improper /im'propa/ adj 1 not in accordance with fact, truth, or correct 
procedure < ^ inferencey 2 not suitable or appropnate 3 not in accord- 
ance with propriety or modesty, indecent [MF impropre, fr 1. tmpropnus, 
fr in- 4 propnus proper] - improperly adv 

improper fraction n a fraction whose numerator is equal to. larger 
than, or of equal or higher degree than the denominator 
impropriety /.impra'pne-aii/ n 1 being improper 2 an improper act or 
remark, esp an unacceptable use of a word (F or LL, F impropnete, fr 
I L impropperat \ ^mpropnetas, fr L impropnus] 
improvable /im'pnxihvabl/ adj capable of improving or being improved 
' improvability /-va'bibti/ n 

improve /im'proohv/ vt la to enhance in value or quality, make better 
b to increase the value of (land or property) by making better (e g by 
cultivation or the erection of buildings) 2 to use to good purpose ^ vi 1 
to advance or make progress in what is desirable 2 to make useful 
additions or amendments (the new version on the ongtnaf) [AF 
emprouer to invest profitably, fr OF en- i prou advantage, fr LL prode 
- more at proiid] 

im'provement /-mant/ n 1 improving or being improved 2 (sthg that 
gives) increased value or excellence (^^s to an old house} 
improver /im'proohva/ n, chiefly Br one who works for low wages in 
order to gam instruction and expencncc in a trade or occupation, esp 
while serving an apprenticeship [improvl ^ ’-lr] 
improvident /im'provid(a)nt/ adj lacking foresight, not providing for 
the future [LL improvident-, improvidens, fr L in- ^ provident-, provid- 
ens provident] - improvidence n, improvidently adv 
improvise /'impravicz/ vh 1 to compose, recite, or perform impromptu 
or without a set senpt, musical score, etc 2 to make, devise, or provide 
(sthg) without preparation (from what is conveniently to hand) [F 
improviser, fr It improwisare, fr improwiso sudden, fr L improvisus, lit , 
unforeseen, fr in- + provisus, pp of providere to see ahead - more at 
PROvior] - improviser n, improvisation /-'/aysh(3)n/ n, improvisatory 
/.improvie'zaytan, im'proviwln, .impra'viezaln/ adj 
imprudent /im'proohd(a)nt/ adj lacking discretion or caution [ME, fr 
L imprudent-, imprudens, fr in- f prudent-, prudens prudent] - imprud- 
ence n, imprudently adv 

impudent /'impyood(a)nt/ adj marked by contemptuous or cocky bold- 
ness or disregard of others [ME, fr L impudent-, impudens, fr in- ^ 
pudent-, pudens, prp of pudere to feel shame] - impudence n, impudently 
adv 

impugn /im'pyoohn/ vt to assail by words or arguments, call into 
question the validity or integnty of [ME impugnen, fr MF impugner, fr 
L impugnare, fr in- 4 pugnare to fight] - impugnable adj, impugner n 
impulse /'impuls/ n la (motion produced by) the act of dnving onwards 
with sudden force b a wave of excitation transmitted through a nerve that 
results in physiological (e g muscular) activity or inhibition 2a a force so 
communicated as to produce inption suddenly b inspiration, stimulus 
(the creative ^ > 3a a sudden spontaneous inclination or incitement to 
some usu unpremeditated action b a propensity or natural tendency, usu 
other than rational 4a the change in momentum produced by a (large) 
force b pulse 4a [L impulsus, fr impulsus, pp of impellere to impel] 
impulsion /im'pulsh(a)n/ n la impelling or being impelled b an 
impelling force c an impetus 2 impui^e 3 

Impulsive /im'pulsiv/ adj 1 having the power of dnving or impelling 2 


actuated by or prone to act on impulse 3 acting momentanly - Impul- 
sively adv, impulslveueas n 

impunity /im'pyoohnati/ n exemption or freedom from punishment, 
harm, or loss (trespassing with ^y [MF or L, MF impunite, fr L 
impunitat-, impunitas, fr impune without punishment, fr in- 4 poena 
pain] 

impure /im'pyooa/ adj not pure, eg a not chaste b containing sthg 
unclean watery c ntually unclean d mixed; esp adulterated [F & L; 
F, fr L impurus, fr in- 4 purus pure] - impurely adv, impurity n 
impute /im'py(X)ht/ vt 1 to lay the responsibility or blame for. ofien 
unjustly 2 to credit to a person or a cause; esp to attnbute unjustly [ME 
inputen, fr L imputare, fr in- + putare to think, consider -* more at pave] 

- imputable adj, imputative /-tativ/ adj, imputatioo /.im- 
pyoo'taysh(d)n/ n 

'in /in/ prep la(l) - used to indicate location within or inside sthg 
three-dimensional (swimming thelakey ( 2 ) - used to indicate location 
within or not beyond limits reach) (^ sighty (wounded — the legy 

(3) at - used with the names of cities, countnes, and seas (‘^ Londony 

(4) during the summer) ( ^ 1950) (lost - transit) (5) by or before 
the end of (wrote it ^ a week) (will come ^ an hour) b into la (went 
^ the house) 2a - used to indicate means, instrumentality, or medium 
of expression (drawn ~ pencil) (written ^ French) (dnnk your health 
^ cider) b - used to desenbe costume <a child gumboots) (a girl — 
red) 3a ~ used to indicate qualification, manner, circumstance, or 
condition < - fun) ( public) ( ^ step) ( - his sleep) < — a burry) ( — 
pain) b so as to be (broke ^ pieces) - compare into lb c - used to 
indicate occupation or membership (a job - insurance) (everyone the 
learn) 4a as regards (equal distance) (weak ^ arithmetic) b by way 
of (said ^ reply) (the latest thing ^ shoes) 5a - used to indicate 
division, arrangement, or quantity (standing a circle) (arrived ^ their 
thousands) b - used to indicate the larger member of a ratio (one six 
IS eligible) (a tax of 40p the £) 6 of an animal pregnant with ('^ calf) 

7 used to introduce indirect objects (rejoice ~ > or to form adverbial 
phrases, compare in fact, in return [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG m m, 
L m, Gk en] - in it of advantage (e g between competitors or alternatives) 
(there’s not much in it between them) (what’s in it for me’^ 

’in adv la to or towards the inside or centre (come ^ out of the ram) b 
so as to incorporate (mix - the flour) e to or towards home, the shore, 
or one's destination (3 shif^ came sailing ^) d at a particular place, esp 
at one’s home or business (be for lunch) e into concealment (the sun 
went - > 2 a so as to be added or included (fit a piece > (wnte a 
paragraph - > b in or into political power <vofed them > c(l) on good 
terms / ^ with the btyss) (2) in a position of assured success (3) into a 
stale of rfTicicncy or proficiency (work a horse ^ > d in or into vogue or 
fashio' c in or into a centre, esp a central point of control (letters pouring 
^ > (after harvests are ^)( went ^ to bat) - in for certain to expenence 
<^in for trouble) - compare let in for ~ in on having a share in 
’in aJj la located inside b being in operation or power (the fire's still > 
c shared by a select group (an - joke) 2 directed or serving to direct 
inwards (the — tray) 3 extremely fashionable (the — place to go) 

'in- /in-/, ii- /il-/, im- /ini-/, ir- /ir-/ prefix not, non-, un* - usu il- before 
/ (xMogicaf), im- before b,m, or p (imbalance) (immoral) (impractical), 
tr- before r (irreducible), and in- before other sounds (inconclusive) 
[ME. f. MF. fr L; akin to OE un-] 

’in-, II-, im-, ir- prefix 1 in, within, into; towards, on (influx) (immerse) 
(irradiance) ~ usu //- before /. im- before b.m. or p. tr- before r, and in- 
before other sounds 2 'en- (impenl) (inspint) [ME, fr MF, fr L, fr in 
in, into] 

'-in /-in/ suffix (- n) chemical compound eg a hydrolytic enzyme 
<pep5in> hanlibioiic (streptomycin) c^-we (glycenn) [F -me, fr L -iim, 
fern of -inus of or belonging to - more at ‘-en] 

’-in comb form ( - n) 1 organized public protest by means of or in favour 
of, demonstration (teach-in) (love-in) 2 public group activity <sjng-in> 
(’/n (as in sit-in)] 

inability /,ina'bibti/ n lack of sufficient power, resources, or capacity 
(his ^ to do maths) [ME inabilite, fr MF inhabihte, fr in- + habilite 
ability] 

in absentia /.m ab’sentiah, -shiah/ adv m absence [L] 
inaccessible adj 

inaccuracy /in'akyoorasi/ n 1 being inaccurate 2 a mistake, error 
inaccurate /in'akyoorat/ adj faulty ['in- f accurate] • Uiaccsrstely 
adv 

inaction /in'aksh(a)n/ n lack of action or activity 
inactive /m'aktiv/ adj 1 not given to action or effort 2 out of use; not 
functioning 3 relating to members of the armed forces who are not 
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performing or available for military duties 4 o/* a disease quiescent 5 
chemically or biologically inert, esp because of the loss of some quality 
- l■acCl?cly adv, Inactivate /-.vayt/ vt, inactivity /.inak'tivati/ n 
inadequate /in'adikwat/ adj not adequate- e g a insufficient b charac- 
terittic^y unable to cope - inadequacy n, inadequately adv, inadequate- 

inadmiaaible adj 

inadvertence /,inad'vuht(a)ns/, inadvertency /-si/ n (a result oO inat- 
tention [ML inadvertentia, fr L in- f advertent-, advertens, prp of 
advertere to advert] 

inadvertent /,in9d'vuht(a)nt/ adj 1 heedless, inattentive 2 uninten- 
tional [back-formation fr inadvertence] - inadvertently adv 
inadviaabie adj 

•inae /-inec/ suffix {- n pi) members of the subfamily of - in all names 
of zoological subfamilies in recent classifications <FeAnae> (NL -inae, fr 
L, fern pi of -inus] 

inalienabie /in'aylyanabl/ adj incapable of being alienated [prob fr F 
inali^bh, fr in- ^ alienable tenable] - inalienably adv, inalienability 
/-nalnlati/ ii 

inamorata /.mama'rahta, in^ma-/ n a woman with whom one is in love 
or is having a sexual relationship [It innamorata, fr fern of mnamorato, 
pp of innamora/e to inspire with love, fr in- (fr L) + amore love, fr L amor, 
ft- amare to love] 

inana /i'nayn/ adj lacking significance, meaning, or point [L mams 
empty, insubstantial] - inanely adv, inaneness, inanity /I'nanati/ n 
inanimate /m'ammat/ adj 1 not endowed with life or spirit 2 lacking 
consciousness or power of motion [LL inanimatus, fr L in- > animatm, 
pp of ammare to animate] - inanimately adv, inanimateness n 
inanition /jn3'nish(a)n/ n 1 the quality of being empty 2 the absence 
or loss of social, moral, or intellectual vitality or vigour USE fml [ME 
in-anisioun, fr ML inanition-, inanitio, fr inanitus, pp of inanire to make 
empty, fr inanis] 
inap^icable adj 
inapposite adj 

inappreciable /,ina'preesh(y)abl/ adj too small or slight to be perceived 
[prot' fr F inappreciable, fr MF inappreciable, fr in- + appreciable] - 

Inappreciably adv 
inappropriete adj 

inapt /in'apt/ adj not suitable or appropnate ['in- -i- apt] - inaptly adv, 

inaptnem n 

Inaptitude /in'aptityoohd/ n lack of aptitude 
inarticulate Ainah'tikyoobt/ adj la not understandable as spoken 
words cnesj b incapable of (being expressed by) speech, esp under 
stress of emotion 2a not giving or not able to give coherent, clear, or 
effective expression to one’s ideas or feelings b not coherently, clearly, or 
effectively expressed <an speechj 3 not jointed or hinged [LL 
inarticuJatus, fr L in- + articulatus, pp of articulare to utter distinctly, (3) 
NL inarticuiatus, fr L in- + articulatus articulate] - Inarticulately adv, 
inartkiilatcness n 

inartistic /.inah'tistik/ adj 1 not conforming to the pnnciples of art 2 
not appreciative of art - inartbtkally adv 

Inasmuch as /inaz'much az/ conj 1 insofar as 2 in view of the fact 
that; because 

inattantion /jna'tensh(a)n/ n failure to pay attention; disregard 

inattentive adj 
inaudible adj 

Mnaugural /m'awgyooral/ adj marking a beginning; first in a projected 
series [F, fr inaugurer to inaugurate, fr L inaugurare] 

^Inaugural n an address at inauguration 

inaugurata /in'awgyoorayt/ vr 1 to induct ceremonially into office 2 
to observe formally, or bnng about, the beginning of [L inauguratus, pp 
of inaugurare, lit., to practise augury, fr in- + augurare to augur; fr the 
rites connected with augury] - inaugurator n, Inauguration 
/• 4 twgyoo'ray 8 h(a)n/ n 

Inauguration Day n January 20 following a presidential election, on 
which the president of the USA is inaugurated 
inauapicioua adj 

in batwaan adv or prep between > in-between adj 
inboard /inluiwd/ adv l towards the centre line of a vessel 2 in a 
position closer or closest to the long axis of an aircraft - Inboard 
/in'bnwd, '-.-/ adj 

in'born /•'bawn/ adj 1 bom m or with one; forming part of one’s natural 
make-up 2 hereditary, inherited 

4n*brad /-bred/ adj 1 rooted and deeply ingrained in one’s nature 2 
^sakgectad to or produced by inbreeding 


in, breeding /-.breeding/ n 1 the interbreeding of closely related individ- 
uals, esp to preserve and fix desirable characters 2 confinement to a 
narrow range or a local or limited field of choice - inbreed vt, 
inbreeder n 

.inbuilt /-'blit/ adj built-in; esp inherent 

Inca /'ingka/ n 1 a king or member of the ruling family of an empire 
existing in Peru before the Spanish conquest 2 a member of the Quechuan 
peoples inhabiting the Inca empire [Sp, fr Quechua inka king, pnnee] - 
Incan adj, Incaic /ing'kayik/ adj 

incalculable /in'kalkyoolabl/ adj 1 too large or numerous to be 
calculated 2 unpredictable, uncertain - incalculably adv, incalculability 
/-la'bilati/ n 

in 'camera adv m pnvatc [NL, lit , in a chamber] 
incandescent /,inkan'des(3)nt/ adj ta white, glowing, or luminous 
with intense heat b stnkingly bnght, radiant, or clear 2 of or being visible 
light produced by a (white) hot body [prob fr F, fr L incandescent-, 
incandescens, prp of incandescere to ^comc hot, fr in- ^ candescere to 
become hot, fr candere to glow - more at candid] - incandesce vb, 
incandescence ii, incandescently adv 

incandescent lamp n an electric lamp in which an electncally-heated 
filament gives off light 

incantation /,inkan'taysh(3)n/ n the use of spoken or sung spells in 
magic ritual, also a formula so used [ME incanfacioun, fr MF incanta- 
tion, fr LL incantation-, incantatio, fr L incantatus, pp of incantare to 
enchant - more at lncmani] - incantatory /in'kantat(3)n/ adj 
incapable /m'kaypabi/ adj lacking capacity, ability, or qualification for 
the purpose or end in view- eg a not in a state or of a kind to admit of 
b not able or fit for the doing or performance of [MF, fr in- f capable] 
- incapableneas n, incapably adv, incapability /-pa'bibti/ n 
incapacitate /.mka'pasitayt/ vt 1 to depnve of capacity or natural 
power; disable 2 to disqualify legally - incapacitation /-'taysh(3)n/ n 
incapacity /,inka'pa.sati/ n lack of ability or power oi of natural or legal 
qualifications [F incapacite, fr MF, fr in- * capacite capacity] 
incarcerate /in'kahsorayt/ vt to imprison, confine [L incarceratus, pp 
of incarcerare, fr in- ^ career prison] - incarceration /-'raysh(d)n/ n 
'incarnadine /m'kahnodien/ adj 1 flesh-coloured 2 blood red USE 
poetic [MF incamadin, fr Olt incamadino, fr inaimato flesh-coloured, fr 
LL incamatus] 

’incarnadine vt to make incarnadine 

'incarnate /in'kahnot, -nayt/ adj 1 invested with bodily, esp human, 
nature and form 2 that is the essence of, typified <ew/ ^ > [ME incamat, 
fr LL incamatus, pp of incamare to incarnate, fr L in- ^ earn-, caro flesh 
~ more at carnai ] 

’incarnate /'mkah.nayi/ vt to make incarnate 
incarnation /.inkah'naysh(a)n/ n 1 making or being incarnate 2a(l) 
the embodiment of a deity or spirit in an earthly form (2) cap Christ’s 
human manifestation b a quality or concept typified or made concrete, 
esp in a person 3 any of several successive bodily manifestations or 
lives 

'incendiary /in'sendyan/ n la one who deliberately sets fire to property 
b an incendiary agent (e g a bomb) 2 one who inflames or stirs up factions, 
quarrels, or sedition [L incendianus, fr incendium conflagration, fr 
incendere] - incendiarism /-,nz(a)m/ n 
’incendiary adj I of the deliberate burning of property 2 tending to 
inflame or stir up trouble 3 (of, being, or involving the use of a missile 
containing a chemical) that ignites spontaneously on contact 
'incense /'insens/ n 1 matenal used to produce a fragrant smell when 
burned 2 the perfume given off by some spioies and gums when burned; 
broadly a pleasing scent [ME encens, fr OF. fr LL mcensum, fr L. neut 
of incensus, pp of incendere to set on fire, fr m- -cendere to bum; akin 
to L candere to glow - more at candid] 

’incense /in'sens/ vt to arouse the extreme aqger or indignation of [ME 
encensen, fr MF incenser, fr L incensus] 

incentive /in'sentiv/ n sthg that motivates ck spurs one on (e g to action 
or effort) [ME. fr LL incentivum, fr neut of ipcentivus stimulating, fr L, 
setting the tune, fr incentus, pp of incinere to get the tune, frin- + canere 
to sing - more at chant] - incentive adj 
Incept /in'sept/ vt to take in; esp to ingest (L in- 4 -ceptus, fr captus, 
pp of capere to take] - inceptor n 

inception /in'sepsh(3)n/ n an act, process, or instance of beginning [L 
inception-, inceptio, fr inceptus, pp of incipere to begin, fr in- * capere 
to take - more at hfavf] 

inceptive /in'septiv/ adj inchoative - inceptive n, Inceptively adv 
incertitude /in'suhtityoohd/ n uncertainty, doubt [MF, fr LL incer- 
titudo, fr L in- + LL certitudo certitude] 
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incessant /in'se$(3)nt/ adj continuing without interruption [ME incts- 
saunt, fr LL incessant-, incessans, fr L in- + cessant-, cessans, prp of 
cessare to delay - more at cease] - Inceasincy n. Incessantly adv 
incest /'insest/ n sexual intercourse between people so closely related that 
they arc forbidden by law to marry [ME, fr L incestum, fr neut of incestus 
impure, fr in- f castus pure - more at caste] 
incestuous /in'sestyoo-as/ adj 1 being, guilty of, or involving incest 2 
unhealthily closed to outside influences - incestuously adv, incestuous- 
ness n 

'inch /inch/ n 1 a unit of length equal to '/uyd (about 25 4mm) 
sYMROi , UNIT 2 a small amount, distance, or degree 3 pi stature, height 
4 a fall of ram, snow, etc enough to cover a surface to the depth of tin 
[ME, fr OE ynce, fr L uncia twelth part, ounce, inch - more at 'ounce] 

- every inch to the utmost degree (.looks every inch a winner} ~ within 
an inch of one’s life very thoroughly, soundly (thrashed him within an 
inch of his life) 

'inch vb to move by small degrees 

*lnch n, chiefly Scot an island - usu in place-names [ME, fr ScGael 
innis] 

inchoate /'inlcoh ayt/ adj only partly in existence or operation, esp 
imperfectly formed or formulated (an ^ longing} - fml [L inchoatus, pp 
of inchoare, lit , to hitch up, fr in- * cohum strap fastening a plough beam 
to the yoke] - inchoately adv, inchoateness n 

inchoative /in'koh stiv/ adj, of a verb denoting the beginning of an 
action or state - inchoative n, inchoatively adv 
inchworm /'inch.wuhm/ n a rather small hairless caterpillar that is the 
larva of a moth, specif a gcometnd moth, and moves with a looping 
movement 

incidence /'insi(i(3)ns/ n la an occurrence b the rate of occurrence or 
influence (a high of aime} 2 the meeting of sthg (c g a projectile or 
a ray of light) with a surface 

'incident /'insid(a)nt/ n 1 an occurrence of an action or situation that 
IS a separate unit of expenence 2 an occurrence that is a cause of conflict 
or disagreement (a senous border ^ > 3 an event occurnng as part of a 
senes or as dependent on or subordinate to sthg else [ME, f^r MF. fr ML 
incident-, mcidens, fr L, prp of incidere to fall into, fr in- i caderc to fall 

- more at chance] 

’incident adj 1 that is a usual accompaniment or consequence (the 
confusion ^ to moving house} 2 dependent on another thing in law 3 
falling or stnking on sthg light rays} 

'incidental /.msi'dentl/ adj 1 occurnng merely by chance 2 likely to 
ensue as a chance or minor consequence 
’incidental n 1 sthg incidental 2 pi minor items (e g of expenses) 
incidentally /.insi'dentl i/ adv 1 by chance 2 by the way 
incidental music n descnptive music played dunng a play to project 
a mood or to accompany stage action 

incinerate /in'sinarayt/ vt to cause to bum to ashes [ML mcineratus, 
pp of incinerarc, fr L in- f ciner-, cinis ashes, akin to Gk konis dust, ashes] 

- incineration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 

incinerator /in'smarayta/ n a furnace or container for incinerating 
waste matcnals [incinfratf + '-or] 

incipient /in'sipi ant/ adj beginning to come into being or to become 
apparent [L incipient-, incipiens, prp of incipere to begin - more at 
iNCEFi ion] - incipiencct incipiency n, incipiently adv 
incise /in'sicz/ vr 1 to cut into 2a to carve letters, figures, etc into, 
engrave b to carve (c g an inscnption) into a surface [MF or L, MF 
inciser, fr L incisus, pp of incidere, fr in- * caedere to cut - more at 
tX)NCTSF] 

in'eised adj, of a wound (as iO made with a sharp knife 
incision /in'sizh(a)n/ n la a (marginal) notch b a cut or gash ' wif one 
made, esp in surgery, into the body 2 an incising 
incisive /m'siesiv/ adj impressively direct and decisive (c g m manner or 
presentation) - incialvely adv, Inclaivencn n 

incisor /in'sieza/ n a cutting tootl^ specif any of the cutting teeth tn 
mammals in front of the canines digestion 
incite /in'siet/ vt to move to action; stir up [MF inciter, fr L incitare, 
fr in- f citare to put in motion - more at cite] - inciter n, incitement, 
incitation /,in8ie'taysh(3)n/ n 

incivility /.insi'vibti/ n 1 being uncivil 2 a rude or discourteous act 
[MF incivilite, fr LL incivilitat-, incivilitas, fr incivilis, fr L in- + civtiis 
civil] 

inclement /in'klemant/ adj physically severe; stormy [L inclement-, 
inclemens, fr in- + clement-, demens clement] - inclemency n, incle- 
mently adv 

inclination /.inkli'naysh(a)n/ n la a bow, nod b a tilting of sthg 2 a 


particular tendency or propensity; esp a liking 3a (the degree of) a 
deviation from the vertical or honzontal b a slope c the angle between 
2 lines or planes (the ^ of 2 rays of light} ['incline -ation] - 
Inclinational adj 

'incline /m'klien/ vb 1 to (cause to) lean, tend, or become drawn towards 
an opinion or course of conduct 2 to (cause to) deviate or move from a 
line, direction, or course, esp from the vertical or honzontal [ME 
inclinen, fr MF incliner, fr L inclinare, fr in- + clinare to lean - more at 

I-FAN] 

’incline /'mklien/ n an inclined surface, a slope 
inclined plane n a plane surface that makes an angle with the plane of 
the honzon * 

inclinometer /.inkli'nomita/ n 1 an apparatus for determining the 
direction of the earth's magnetic field with reference to the plane of the 
honzon 2 an instrument for indicating the inclination to the horizontal 
of an axis of a ship or aircraft 
inclose /in'klohz/ vt to enclose - inclosurc /-zha/ n 
include /in'kioohd/ vt 1 to contain, enclose 2 to take in or comprise as 
a part of a larger group, set, or pnnciple [ME includen, fr L includere, 
fr in- + claudere to close - more at ’close] - includable, includible 
adj 

inclusion /in'kloohzh(a)n/ n 1 including or being included 2 sthg 
included e g a a gaseous, liquid, or solid foreign body enclosed in a mass, 
esp a mineral b sthg (e g a starch gram) taken up by, or stored within, 
a living cell [L inclusion-, inclusio, fr inclusus, pp of includere] 
inclusive /in'kloohsiv, -ziv/ adj la broad in onenution or scope b 
covenng or intended to cover all or the specified items, costs, or services 
(^ of VAiy 2 including the stated limits or extremes (Monday to Friday 
^ > - inclusively adv, inclusivencss n 
inclusive disjunction n a complex sentence in logic that is true when 
either or both of its constituent sentences are true 
'incognito /.inkog'neetoh/ adv or adj with one's identity concealed [It, 
fr L incognitus unknown, fr in- cognitus, pp of cognoscere to know - 
more at ccxjNI i ion] 

’incognito n, pi incognitos the sute or disguise of one who is incog- 
nito 

incognizant /in'kogniz(d)nt/ adj lacking awareness or consciousness of 
- incognizance n 

incoherent /.inkoh'hiarant/ adj lacking in logical connection or clarity 
of expression, unintelligible ['in- 4 coherent] - incoherence, incoher- 
ency n, incoherently adv 

incombustible /.inkam'bustabl/ adj incapable of being ignited or 
burned [ME, prob fr MF, fr in- + combustible] - incombuitiblUty 
/-•bibii ' n 

income /"inkum, 'inkam/ n 1 a coming in, an input, influx 2 (the amount 
of) a usu penodic gam or recurrent benefit usu measured in money that 
denves from one's work, property, or investment 
'income .tax n a tax on income 

'incoming /'in.kuming/ n 1 a coming m, amval 2 pi income 2 
’incoming adj 1 amvmg or coming m (an ~ ship} (the — tide} 2 just 
starting, beginning, or succeeding (the ^ president} 
incommensurable /,inka'mensh(a)r3bl/ adj lacking a common basis of 
comparison in respect to a quality normally subject to companson; 
incapable of being compared ['in- 4 cximmfnsurable] - Inconoicasiir- 
ably adv, incommensurability /-rs'bibti/ n 

incommensurate /.inka'mensharat/ adj not adequate (in proportion) 
incommensurately adv 

incommode /.mka'mohd/ vt to inconvenience, trouble - fml [MF 
incommoder. fr L incommodare, fr mcommodus inconvenient, fr m- 4 
commodus convement - more at commode] 

incommodious /.mka'mohdi-as/ adj inconvenient or uncomfortable, 
esp because of being too small - fml ['in- -i- commodious] - iacoaunodi- 
oualy adv, inconunodiousness n 

incommunicado /.inkamyoohni'kahdoh/ adv or adj without means of 
communication; also in soliUry confinement [Sp incomunicado, fr pp of 
incomunicar to depnve of communication, fr in- (fr L) 4 comunkar to 
communicate, fr L communicare] 

incommutable /.mka'myoohtabl/ adj 1 not interchangeable 2 
unchangeable [ME, fr L incommutabilis, fr in- 4 commutaMis commut- 
able] - incommutably adv 

incomparable /in'komp(9)r»bl/ adj 1 matchless 2 not suitable for 
comparison [ME, fr MF, fr L incomparaMis, fr in- 4 companbilis 
comparable] - iscomparablencaa n, incoaiparsbly adv, tacoaqiwsbility 
Araiiibti/ n 

Incompatible /.inkam'patabl/ adj 1 (incapable of association because) 
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incongruous, discordant, or disagreeing 2 unsuitable for use together 
because of undesirable chemical or physiological effects <~ drugs} [MF 
& ML, MF, fr ML mcompauiuhs, fr L in- + ML compatibilis compatible] 

- incompatibly adv, incompatibility /-aljibti/ n 
incompetent /in'kompit(3)nt/ atfj 1 lacking the qualities needed for 

effective action 2 not legally qualified <«ii ^ witness} 3 inadequate to 
or unsuiuble for a particular purpose [MF incompetent, fr in- 
comp^ent competent] - incompetence, incompetency n, incompetent n, 
incompetently adv 

incomplete /.mkom'pleet/ adj 1 unfinished 2 lacking a part [MF 
incompJeet, fr LL incomp/etus, fr L in- ^ comptetus complete] - incom- 
pletely adv, incompleteness n 

incomprehensible /.inkompn'hensobi, adj impossible to com- 
prehend or understand [ME, fr L incomprehensibiJis, fr in- + comprehen- 
sibilis comprehensible] - incomprehenslbleness n, incomprehensibly adv, 
incomprehensibilfty /-sa'bibti/ n 

incomprehension /,inkompn'hensh(a)n/ n lack of comprehension or 
understanding 

incompressible /.mkam'presabl/ adj resistant to compression - incom- 
preailbly adv, incompresaibUity /-.presa'bibti/ n 
inconceivable /.mkan'seevabl/ adj 1 beyond comprehension, unim- 
aginable 2 unbelievable [‘in- + conceivablf] - Inconceivableness n, 
inconceivably adv, inconceivability /-valiibti/ n 
inconclusive /.inkan'kloohsiv/ adj leading to no conclusion or definite 
result - Inconclusively adv, inconclnsivencas n 
incongruous /m'kong groo-as/ adj out of place, discordant or disagree- 
mg [LL mcongruus, fr L in- i congruus congruous] - incongruously adv, 
incongruousness, incongruity /.inkong'groohati/ n 
inconsequent /in'konsikwant/ adj 1 lacking reasonable sequence, 
illogical 2 irrelevant [LL inconsequent-, inconsequens, fr L in- 
consequent-, consequens consequent] - inconsequence n, inconsequently 
adv 

inconsequential /.inkonsi'kwenshfa)!/ adj 1 inelevant 2 of no signifi- 
cance > inconsequentially adv, inconseqnentiallty /-shi'abti/ n 
inconsiderable /,inkan'sid(a)rabl/ adj tnvial (jexercised no ^ influ 
encej [MF, fr in- -f considerable, fr ML considerabilis considerable] - 
InconsUterableness n, inconsiderably adv 

inconsiderate /,mkan'sid(a)rat/ adj careless of the rights or feelings of 
others, thoughtless [L inconsideratus, fr in- + constderatus considerate] 

- Inconsiderately adv, inconaideniteBess, inconsideration /-.sida 
'raysh(a)ii/ n 

inconsistent /jnkan'sist(a)nt/ adj 1 not compatible, containing incom 
patible elements <an ^ argument} 2 not consistent or logical in thought 
or actions - Inconsistency, inconsistence n, inconsistently adv 
inconsolable /.inkan'sohbbl/ adj incapable of being consoled, broken- 
hearted [L inconsolabibs, fr in- ^ consolabths consobble] - inconsolably 
adv 

inconsonant /in'konsfalnant/ adj not harmonious ['in- + ‘conson 
ant] - incoBaonance n 

.incon'spicuous /,inkan'spikyoo*a$/ adj not readily noticeable [L 
inconspicuus, fr in- conspicuus conspicuous] - inconspicuously adv, 
Inconspicuousness n 

inconstant /in'konst(a>nt/ adj 1 likely to change frequently without 
apparent reason 2 unfaithful (an lover} [ME, fr MF, fr L inconstant-, 
incanstans, fr in- t constant-, constans constant] - inconstancy n. 
Inconstantly adv 

incontestable /jnkan'tcstabl/ adj not contestable, indispuuble 
proof} [F, fr in- + contestable, fr contester to contest] - inconteaiably 
adv, incontestability /-'bilati/ n 

incontinent /m'kontmant/ adj 1 lacking self-restraint (e g in sexual 
appetite) 2 suffering from lack of control of urination or defecation 3 not 
under control or restraint [ME, fr MF or L, MF, fr L incontinent-, 
loctmtmens, fr lo- ^ continent-, continens continent] - incontiBcnce n, 
incontineatly adv 

incontrovertible /^nkontra'vuhtabl, injcon-/ adj indisputable - incon- 
trovartlbly adv 

Inconvenience /.inkan'veenyans, -ni-ans/ vt or n (to subject to) diffi- 
culty or discomfort or sthg that is inconvenient 
inconvenient /jnkan'veenyant, -m-ant/ adj not convenient, esp in 
causing difficulty, discomfort, or annoyance [ME, fr MF, fr L inconvem- 
ent-, inconveniens, fr in- -f convenient-, conveniens convenient] - iocon- 
vaaiistty adv 

inconvertible /jnkan‘vuhtabl/ adj, of a currency not exchangeable for 
• foreign currency ~ incosvertibly adv, InconvertiblUty /-tabibu/ n 


incoordination /,inkoh,awdi'naysh(a)n/ n lack of (muscular) coordma- 
tion 

Incorporate /m'kawparayt/ vt la to unite thoroughly with or work 
indistinguishably into sthg b to admit to membership in a corporate body 
2a to combine thoroughly to form a consistent whole b to form into a 
legal corporation '^vi 1 to unite in or as 1 body 2 to form a legal 
corporation [ME incorporaten, fr LL incoiporatus, pp of incorporare, fr 
L in- corpor-, corpus body] - incorporator n, incorporable /-robl/ adj, 
incorporation /-'raysh(a)n/ n 

in'eorporated also incorporate adj 1 united in 1 body 2 formed into a 
legal corporation - compare limited company 
incorporeal /.mkaw'pawn al/ adj 1 having no material body or form 2 
based upon property (e g bonds or patents) which has no intnnsic value 
[L incorporeus, fr in- + corporeus corporeal] - incorporeally adv, incor- 
poreity /in,kawpa'ray9ti. .inkaw-, -'ree ati/ n 
incorrect /.inka'rekt/ 1 inaccurate factually wrong 2 not in accord- 
ance with an established norm, improper [ME, fr MF or L, MF, fr L 
incorrectus, fr m- f correttus correct] - incorrectly adv. incorrect- 
ness n 

incorrigible /m'konpbl/ adj 1 incapable of being corrected or 
amended, esp incurably bad 2 unwilling or unlikely to change [ME, fr 
LL incomgibths, fr L in- + tamgere to correct more at corri-ct] - 
incorrigibly adv, incorrigibility /-p'bihu/ also incorrigibleness n 
incorruptible / inka'niptabl/ adj 1 not subject to decay or dissolution 

2 incapable of being bnbed or morally corrupted ['in f cdkkuptiui t] 

- incorruptibly adv, incorruptibility / tal^ilati/ n 

increase /m'krees/ vi 1 to become progressively greater (c g in size, 
amount, quality, number, or intensity) 2 to multiply by the production 
of young —W to make greater [ME encrcscn, fr MF encreistre, fr I 
mcrescere, fr in ♦ crescere to grow - more at trfm FNr] - increasable 
adj, increasingly adv 

’increase Ankrees/ n 1 (an) addition or enlargement in size, extent, 
quantity, etc 2 sthg (e g offspring, produce or profit) added to an onginal 
stock by addition or growth 

Incredible /m'kredabl/ adj 1 too extraordinary and improbable to be 
believed, also hard to believe 2 - used as a generalized term of approval 
[ME, fr L incredibilis, fr in ♦ credibilis credible] - incredibly adv, 
incredibility / daliibti/ n 

incredulous /in'kredyoobs/ adj 1 unwilling to admit or accept what is 
offered as true 2 expressing disbelief [L incredulus, fr in < credulus 
credulous] - incredulously adv, incredulity / inkn'dyoohbti/ n 
increment Angknmsnt, in-/ n 1 (the amount oO an increase, esp in 
quantity or value 2a any of a senes of regular consecutive additions b 
a minute increase in the value of a vanable (e g velocity) — symboi 

3 a regular increase in pay resulting from an additional year's service 
[ME, fr L incrementum, fr mcrescere] - incremental /-'mentl/ adj, 
incrementally adv 

incriminate /in'knmmayt/ vr to involve in or demonstrate involvement 
in a enme or fault (LL inenminatus, pp of incnminare, fr L in- ^ enmin-, 
enmen enme] - incriminatory /-natn/ adj, incrimination 
/-'naysh(a)n/ n 

incrust /in'krust/ vb to encrust 

incrustation /,inkru'staysh(a)n/ n 1 encrusting or being encrusted 2 (a 
growth or accumulation resembling) a crust or hard coating [L incrusta- 
tion-, incrustatio, fr incrustatus, pp of incrustare to encrust] 
incubate /'ingkyoobayt, 'm-/ vf 1 to sit on so as to hatch (eggs) by the 
warmth of the body, also to maintain (e g an embryo or a chemically 
active system) under conditions favourable for hatching, development, or 
reaction 2 to cause (e g an idea) to develop ^ w 1 to sit on eggs 2 to 
undergo incubation [L incubatus, pp of incubare, fr in- cubare to lie 

- more at ^hip] - incubative /-.baytiv/, inepbatory /'ingkyoo.baytan, 
-batn, 'in-/ adj 

incubation /,ingkyoo'baysh(a)n, ,in-/ n 1 incubating 2 the penod 
between infection by a disease-causing agent and the manifestation of the 
disease 

incubator /*ingkyoo,bayta, 'in-/ n 1 an apparatus in which eggs are 
hatched artificially 2 an apparatus that maintains controlled conditions, 
esp for the housing of premature or sick babies or the cultivation of 
microorganisms [incubate + '-or] 

incubua /'ingkyoobos, 'in-/ n, pi incnbinca, incubi /-.bie/ 1 a male 
demon believed to have sexual intercourse with women in their sleep - 
compare suoruBus 2 (one who or that which oppresses or burdens like) 
a m^tmare [ME, fr LL, fr L incubare] 

inculcato Ankulkayt/ vt to teach or instil by frequent repetition or 
warning <<^d a sense of soaal responsibility in her children} (students 
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with a desire for knowledge^ [L inculcatus, pp of inculcare, lit . to 
tread on, fr in- f caJeare to trample, fr calc-, calx heel] - inculcator n, 
inculcation /.inkul'kayshfaln/ n 
inculpable /in'kulpopi/ adj free from guilt 

inculpate /'tnkulpayt/ vt to incnminate [LL inculpatus, fr L m- * 
culpatus, pp of culpare to blame - more at culpabi e] - inculpating 
/in'kulp3t(3)n/ adj, inculpation /,inkurpaysh(3)n/ n 
incumbency /in'kumb(3)nsi/ n the sphere of action or period of oflice 
of an incumbent 

'incumbent /in'kumb<9)fit/ n the holder of an office or Anglican benefice 
[ME, fr L incumbent-, meumbens, prp of meumbere to lie down on, fr in- 
4 -cumbere to lie down; akin to L cubare to lie - more at Hiip] 
’incumbent adj 1 imposed as a duty or obligation - usu f on or upon 
2 occupying a specified office ithe ^ caretaker} 
incunable /in'kyoohnabi/ n an mcunabulum [F, fr NL 
//icunabii/ii/n] 

incunabulum /.mkyoo'nabyoobm/ n, pi incunabula /-b/ 1 a book 
printed before 1501 2 an artefact from an early period [NL, fr L 
incunabula, pi, swaddling clothes, cradle, source, fr in- + cunae cradle - 
more at ccmetfry] 

incur /in'kuh/ vt -nr- to become liable or subject to, bring upon oneself 
<s/ie red several debts} [L incurrere, lit , to run into, fr in- ^ currere 
to run ~ more at current] - incurrable adj, incurrence n 
incurable adj 

incurious /in'kyoosn-as/ adj lacking a normal or usual curiosity (a 
blank stare} [L incuntjsus, fr in- ^ cunosus curious] - incuriously adv. 
incuriosity /-.kyooan'osoti/ n 

incursion /in'kuhsh(3)n/ n an unexpected or sudden usu bnef invasion 
or entrance, irtiu dn<»ther*s icmtory (ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr L 
incursion-, meursio, fr incursus. pp of tncurrere] - incursive /-siv/ adj 
incus /'ingkas/ n, pi incudes /in'kyoohdeer/ the middle bone of a chain 
of 3 small bones in the ear of a mammal, the anvil -w/ nerve [NL, fr 
L, anvil, fr incuderc] 

incuse /m'kyoohz/ adj, esp of (designs on) old coins formed by stamping 
or punching in [L incusus, pp of incudere to stamp, stnke, fr in- + cudere 
to beat “ more at hlw] 

ind-, indi-, indo- comb form (resembling) indigo <indo/e> [ISV, fr L 
indicum - more at indigo] 

Ind-, Indo- comb form 1 Indian (^Indo-Bntish}-, Indian and 
(Indo-Afncan) 2 Indo-European <lndo-//i/rjre> [Gk, fr /ndov India] 
indaba /m'dahba/ n, chiefly SAfr a conference, parley [Zulu in-daba 
affair] 

indebted /in'detid/ adj 1 owing money 2 owing gratitude or recognition 
to another [ME indetted, fr OF endete, pp of endeter to involve in debt, 
fr en- ^ dete debt] - indebtedness n 

in'decent /in'dees(3)nt/ adj 1 hardly suitable, unseemly </re remarried 
with baste} 2 morally offensive [MF or L, MF ind^ent, fr L 
indecent-, indecens, fr in- ^ decent-, decens decent] - indecency n, 
indecently adv 

indecent assault n a sexual assault exclusive of rape 
indecent exposure n intentional public exposure of part of one’s body 
(eg the genitals) in violation of generally accepted standards of 
decency 

indecision /,indi'sizh(a)n/ n a wavering between 2 or more possible 
courses df action [F indKision, fr tndxis undecided, fr LL indecisus, fr 
L I/I- 4- decisus, pp of decidere to decide] 
indecisive /.mdi'siesiv/ adj 1 giving an uncertain result <aii ^ battle} 
2 marked by or prone to indecision - indecisively adv, isderisive- 
nets n 

Indeclinable /.indi'khenabi/ adj having no grammatical inflections 
[MF, fr LL indeclinabilis, fr L in- 4 LL declinabilis capable of being 
inflected, fr L declinare to inflect - more at decline] 

indecorous adj 

indecorum Aindi'kawram/ n impropnety [L, neut of indecorus 
improper, fr in- 4 decorvs proper] 

indeed /in'deed/ adv 1 without any question; truly </r is ^ remarkable} 
- often used in agreement <^ / witt} 2 - used for emphasis afler very 
and an adjective or adverb (very cold ^ > 3 in point of fact; actually </ 
don 't mind; Vm pleased} (if they come at all} A- expressing irony, 
disbelief, or surprise <‘sAc wants to marry him. ’ ‘Indeed?’ ‘Does she »/*> 
[ME in dede, fr in + dede deed] 

Mefatigable Aindifatigabl/ adj tireless [MF. fr L indefatigabilis, fr in- 
f defatigare to fatigue, fr de down -4 fatigare to fatigue] - indefitigably 
adv, isdefatlgibility Agaliilati/ n 


.inde'feasible /-di'feezabl/ adj not capable of being annulled or forfeited 
(an ^ right} - indefeasibly adv, indefeasibility /-za'bibti/ n 
.inde'f ensible /-di'fensabl/ adj incapable of being defended or justified 

- indefensibly adv, iudefenslbility /-sa'bibti/ n 

.inde'f inabla /-diTienabl/ adj mcapable of being precisely desenbed or 
analysed - indefinable n, indefinably adv 

in'def inite /-'defmat/ adj 1 designating an unidentified or not immedi- 
ately identifiable person or thing (the articles a and an) 2 not precise, 
vague 3 having no exact limits [L indefinitus, fr in- + defimtus definite] 

- indefinite n, indefinitely adv, indefiniteness n 

in^finite integral n a function whose denvative is a given function 

SYMBOl 

indehiscent /.indi'his(3)nt/ adj remaining closed at matunty fruits} 

- indehiscence n 

indelible /m'delabl/ adj (making marks difficult to remove or) incapable 
of being removed or erased [ML indelibilis, alter, of L indelebilis, fr in- 
4 delere to delete) - indelibly adv, indelibility /-b'bibti/ n 
indelicate /m'delikat/ adj offensive to good manners or refined taste 
[‘in- + delicate] - indelicacy n, indelicately adv 
indemnify /m'demnifie/ vt 1 to secure against harm, loss, or damage 
2 to make compensation to for incurred harm, loss, or damage [L 
mdemnis unharmed, fr in- 4 damnum damage] - indenniflntion 
/'fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

indemnity /m'demnati/ n secunty against harm, loss, or damage [ME 
indempnyte, fr MF indemnite, fr L indemnitat-, mdemnitas, fr indem- 
nis] 

indemonstrable /.indi'monstrdbl/ adj not subject to proof ['in- 4- 
demonstrabi f] - indemonstrably adv 
'indent /in'dent/ vt la to cut or divide (a document) to produce sections 
with edges that can be matched for authentication b to draw up (e g a 
deed) in 2 or more exact copies 2 to notch the edge of 3 to set (e g a line 
of a paragraph) in from the margin 4 chiefly Br to requisition officially 
-»vi 1 to form an indentation 2 chiefly Br to make out an official 
requisition (ME indenten, fr MF endenter, fr OF, fr en- + dent tooth, fr 
L dent-, dens - more at tooth] - indenter n 
’indent /‘indent/ n 1 an indenture 2 an indention 3 chiefly Br an official 
requisition 

’indent /-'-/ vt (to force inwards so as) to form a depression in [ME 
endenten, fr en- 4 denten to dent] - indenter n 
^indent /'-/ n (an) indentation 

indentation /,inden'taysh(a)n/ n la an angular cut in an edge b a usu 
deep recess (e g in a coastline) 2 indention 

indention /in'densh(a)n/ n 1 indenting or being indented 2 the bbnk 
space prcKluced by mdenting 

'indenture /in'dencha/ n la an indented document b a contract bmding 
sby to work for another - usu pi with sing meaning 2a a formal certificate 
(eg »n inventory or voucher) prepared for purposes of control b a 
document stating the terms under which a secunty (eg a bond) is 
issued 

’indenture vt to bind (e g an apprentice) by indentures 
independence /,indi'pend(3)ns/ n being independent 
Independence Day n a day set aside for public celebration of the 
achievement of national independence; esp the public holiday observed in 
the USA on July 4 commemorating the Declaration of Independence 
in 1776 

'independent /.indrpend(a)nt/ adj 1 not dependent: eg a(l) 
self-governing (2) not affiliated with a larger controlling unit b(l) not 
relying on sthg else (an ^ conclusion} (2) not committed to a political 
party c(l) not requinng or relying on, or allowing oneself to be controlled 
by, others (e g for guidance or care) (2) having or providing enough 
money to live on, esp without working (a woman ofj-^meuis} 2 m main 4 
(the ^ clause} b neither deduable from nor incompatible with anoth^ 
sutement <-» postulates} - independently adv 
’independent n, often cap sby not bound by a political party 
independent school n a school providing full-time education without 
support from public funds 

.in-'depth adj having detailed thoroughness; searching 
questions} (an ^ study} 

indescribable /.mdi'sknebobl/ adj 1 that cannot be described (an 
sensation} 2 surpassing desenption <'^ joy} - Indescribably adv 
indestructible adj 

indeterminable /.indi'tuhmmabl/ adj incapable of being definitely 
decided or ascertained 

indeterminate /jndi'tuhminat/ adj 1 not definitely or precisely deter- 
mined or fixed 2 having an infinite number of solutions (a system of 
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equations) [ME mdetermmat, fr LL indeterminatus, fr L m- * deter- 
minatus, pp of determinate to determine] - indeteminacy n, Indetenni- 
utely adv, indctermiMteiien, indctemilnition /•'naysh(3)n/ n 
,indeterml.niBm /-di'tuhmi.niz(9)in/ n a theory that actions and 
choices are not determined by previous physical or mental events - 
ladetennialst n, indetemlaistic A'mstik/ adj 
'index /'mdeks/ n, pi indexes, indices /'indise^ j(d) usu indices 1 a guide 
or list to aid reference e g a an alphabetical list of items (e g topics or 
names) treated in a pnnted work that gives with each item the page 
number where it appears b card index 2 sthg that points towards or 
demonstrates a particular state of aflTairs (the fertility of the land tsan 
of the country's wealth) 3 a list of restncted or prohibited matenal 
speaf, cap the list of books banned by the Roman Cathohc church 4 
a mathematical figure, letter, or expression, esp an exponent 5 a character 
used to direct attention (e g to a note or paragraph) 6 a number 
derived from a senes of observations and used as an indicator or measure 
(e g of change in pnces), specif wdex. number [L tndtc-, index forefinger, 
informer, guide, fr indicare to indicate] > indexical /in'deksikl/ adj 
’index vt 1 to provide with or list m an index 2 to serve a^ an index of 
3 to cause to be index>lmked vj to prepare an index - indexer n 
indexation /,indek'saysh(9)n/ n the act or process of making sthg (e g 
a pension) index-linked 
'index .finger n the forefinger 

.index- linked adj increasing or decreasing proportionately to a nse or 
fdl in an index, esp the cost-of-living index 

'index .number n a number used to indicate change in value (e g of cost 
or pnce) as compared with the value, usu taken to be 100, at some earlier 
time 

indi- > see ind- 

Indie /indi-a/ - a communications code word for the letter / [India, 
subcontinent of Asia] 

.India 'ink n, often cap 1st I, NAm Indian ink 
Indiaman Aindi-arndn/ n, pJ Indianen /-man/ a (sailing) ship used in 
trade with India or the E Indies in former times 
Indian Andi an/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of India 2a a member of any 
of the indigenous peoples of N, Central, or S Amcnca excluding the 
Eskimos b any of the native languages of Amencan Indians [India, 
subcontinent of Asia, fr L, fr Gk, fr Indos India, Indus (nver in NW 
India), fr OPer Hindu India, akin to Skt sindhu nver, esp (nver or region 
of) Indus, (2) fr the belief held by Columbus that the lands he discovered 
were part of Asia] - Indian adj , 

Indian club n a club shaped like a large boltle that is swung for 
gymnastic exercise 

Indian corn n, chiefly NAm mai/e 

Indian .file n SINGLE FILE [fr the (Amencan) Indian practice of going 
through woods in single file] 

Indian hamp n hemp 1 

.Indian 'ink n, often cap 1st /, Br (an ink made from) a solid black 
pigment used in drawing and lettenng [fr a belief that it was made in 
India] 

.Indian 'summer n 1 a penod of warm weather in late autumn or early 
winter 2 a happy or flounshing penod occumng towards the end of sthg, 
esp of a person’s life 

Indian wrestling n, NAm arm wrestling 
, India 'rubber n, often cap I 'rubber lb 

Indie /'indik/ adj 1 of India 2 of or constituting the Indian branch of 
the Indo-European languages - Indie n 

indicate Andikayt/ vt la(l) to point to. point out (2) to s^w or 
demonstrate as or by means of a sign or pointer b to be a sign or symptom 
of c to demonstrate or suggest the necessity or advisability of - chiefly 
pass 2 to state or express briefly, suggest [L indicatus, pp of indicare, fr 
in- + dtcare to proclaim, dedicate - more at diction] 
indication / 4 ndi'kaysh(a)n/ n 1 the action of indicating 2a sthg (e g a 
sign or suggestion) that serves to indicate b sthg indicated as advisable 
or necessary 3 the degree indicated on a graduated instrument 
'indicativa /m'dikativ/ adj 1 of or constituting the grammatical mood 
that represents the denoted act or state as an objective fact 2 serving to 
indicate (^actions ~ of fear) - indlcadTely adv 
’Indicativa n the indicative mood; also a verb form expressing it 
indicator /Indikayta/ n la a hand or needle on an mstrument (e g a dial) 
b an instrument for giving visual readings attached to a machine or 
apparatus c a device (e g a flashing light) on a vehicle that indicates an 
intention to change direction 2a a subsUmce (e g htmus) that shows, esp 
by change of colour, the condition (e g acidity or alkalinity) of a solution 
b TRACER 23 a statistic (c g the level of industnal production) that gives 


an indication of the state of a national economy [indicate f '-or] - 
indicatory /in'dikat(a)n/ adj 
indices /'mdisecz/ pi of index 

indicia /in'dishi a/ n pi distinctive marks, indications [L. pi of indicium 
sign, fr indicare] 

indict /in'diet/ vt 1 to charge with an oflcnce 2 to charge with a crime 
[alter of earlier mdite, fr ME inditen, fr AF enditer, fr OF, to wntc down 

- more at indite] - Indicter, indictor n 

indictable /m'dietabl/ adj (making one) liable to indictment 
indictable offence n a serious enme tnable in the Crown Court 

LAW 

indictment /in'dietmant/ n 1 indicting 2 a formal wntten accusation 
by a prosecuting authonty 3 grounds for severe censure, condemnation 

- usu + of (a searing -- of contemporary society) 
indifference /in'dif(a)rans/ n 1 the quality, state, or fact of being 

indifferent 2 absence of interest or importance ill's a matter of complete 
^ to me) 

indifferent /m'difrant/ adj 1 that does not matter one way or the other 
2 not interested in or concerned about sthg icompletely ^ to the 
outcome) 3a neither good nor bad, mediocre <does ~ work at the office) 
b not very good, infenor <a very ^ wine) 4 chemically, magnetically, etc 
neutral [ME, fr MF or L, MF, regarded as neither good nor bad, fr L 
indifferent-, indifferens, (r in + different-, differens, prp of differre to be 
different - more at on rtRCNT] - indifferently adv 
indigenous /in'dij(a)nas/ adj 1 onginating, growing, or living naturally 
in a particular region or environment to Australia) 2 innate, inborn 
[LL mdigenus fr L indigena, n, native, fr OL indu, endo in. within (akin 
to L m & to L de down) ♦ L gignere to beget - more at de-, kin] - 
indigenously adv, indigenize vt 

indigent /'indij(a)nt/ adj needy, poor > fml [ME, fr MF. fr I indigent-, 
indigens, prp of indigere to need, fr OL indu » L egere to need, akin to 
OHG ekrodi thin] - indigence n, indigent n 

indigestible /.indi'jestabi/ adj not (easily) digested [LL indigestibilis, fr 
L in- + LL digestibihs digestible] - indigestibility /-'bilati/ n 
indigestion /.mdi'jeschan/ n (pain in the digestive system usu resulting 
from) difficulty in digesting sthg 

indignant /in'dignant/ adj filled with or marked by indignation [L 
indignant-, indignans, prp of indignan to be indignant, tr indignus 
unworthy, fr in- f dignus worthy - more at dlclnt] - indignantly 
adv 

indignation / 4 ndig'naysh(a)n/ n anger aroused by sthg judged unjust, 
unworthy, or mean 

indignity /m'dignati/ n 1 an act that oflends against a person’s dignity 
or self-respect 2 humiliating treatment [L indignitat-, indignitas, fr 
indignus] 

indigo /'indigoh/ n, pi Indigos, indigoes 1 (any of several dyes related to) 
a blue dye with a coppery lustre formerly obtained from a plant and now 
made artificially 2 a dark greyish blue colour whose hue lies between 
violet and blue in the spectrum 3 a (leguminous) plant that yields indigo 
[It dial , fr L indicum, fr Gk indikon, fr neut of indikos Indic, fr Indos 
India] 

indirect /.mdi'rekt, -die-/ adj la deviating from a direct line or course 
b not going straight to the point 2 not straightforward or open 3 not 
directly aimed at < consequences) 4 stating what a real or supposed 
onginal speaker said but with changes of tense, person, etc speech) 

- compare direct 5 [ME, fr ML indirectus, fr L in- + directus direct] 
' indirectly adv, indirectness n 

indirect object n a grammatical object representing the secondary goal 
of the action of its verb (e g her in I gave her the book) 
indirect tax n a ux levied on goods, services^ etc and paid indirectly by 
a person or organization purchasing these goods or services at an 
increased pnce - compare direct tax 

indiacernible /jndi'suhnabi/ adj 1 that caiyiot be perceived or recog- 
nized 2 not recognizable as separate or distiact 
indiacipline /in'disiphn/ n lack of discipline - indisciplined ndj 
indiacreet /.indi'skreet/ adj not discreet, imprudent [ME indiscrete, fr 
MF & LL, MF indiscret, fr LL indiscretus, fr L. indistinguishable, fr in- 
+ disetetus, pp of discemere to separate - more at discern] - indiscreetly 
adv 

.indi'acreta /-di’skrect/ adj not separated into distinct parts [L indis- 
cretus] 

.indl'acration /-di'skresh(a)n/ ji (an act or remark showing) lack of 
discretion 

.indi'acriminata /-di'sknminat/ adj 1 not marked by careful distinc- 
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tion; lacking in discnmination and discernment 2 not difTerentiated, 
confused - Indiscfiminately adv, Indiscrimlnattness n 
.indi'spensable /-di'spensabl/ adj that cannot be done without - 
indispensable n, Indispensableness n, indispensably adv, indispensability 
/-sa'bibti/ n 

.indi'spone /-di'spohz/ vt 1 to make unfit 2 to make averse [prob 
back-formation fr indisposed] 

.indi'sposed adj 1 slightly ill 2 averse [ME. not prepared for, unfitted, 
fr //I- + disposed] 

.indispo'sition /'di$pa'zish(a)n/ n 1 disinclination 2 (a) slight illness 
.indi'sputable /-di'spyoohtabi/ adj incontestable [LL indisputabiJis, fr 
L in- ^ disputabilis disputable] - indisputableness n, indisputably adv 
.indis'soluble /-di'solyoobl/ adj incapable of being dissolved, decom- 
posed, undone, or annulled - indissolubility n, indissolubly adv 
.indi'ntinct /-di'stmgkt/ adj not distinct eg a not sharply outlined or 
separable: not clearly seen b not clearly recognizable or understandable 
[L indistinctus, fr in- ^ distinctus distinct] - Indistinctly adv, indistinct- 
ness n 

, indistinctive /-di'stmgktiv/ adj lacking distinctive qualities or fea- 
tures 

.indistinguishable /-di'stmg gwishabl/ adj incapable of being a 
clearly perceived b discnminated - indistinguishably adv 
indite /m'diet/ vt to give expression to, esp to write - fml [ME enditen, 
fr OF enditer to write down, proclaim, fr (assumed) VL indictare to 
proclaim, fr L indictus, pp of indicere to proclaim, fr in- f dicere to say 

- more at diction] 

Indium Andi-am/ n a rare silvery (tn valent) metallic element - 
PkRiODic TABi F [NL, fr ISV //id- ^ NL -ium. fr the 2 indigo-blue lines 
in Its spcctjiirhj> 

'individual /.individyoi^l, -jal/ adj la of or being an individual b 
intended for 1 person <a/i -» servingj 2 existing as a distinct entity, 
separate 3 having marked individuality ^an style} [ML individualis. 
fr L individuus indivisible, fr in- « dividuus divided, fr dividere to divide] 

- individually adv 

’individual n 1 a particular person, being, or thing (as distinguished from 
a class, species, or collection) 2 a person <an odd ^ > 
individualism /,indi'vidyooa,li7(a)m. -jdli7(a)m/ n (conduct guided by) 
a a doctnne that bases morality on the interests of the individual b a 
theory maintaining the independence of the individual and stressing 
individual initiative 

individualist /,indi'vidyoo9,list, -jalist/ n one who shows marked indi- 
viduality or independence in thought or behaviour - individualist, indi- 
vidualistic adj 

individuality /.individyoo'abti, -joo-/ n 1 the total character peculiar 
to and distinguishing an individual from others 2 the tendency to pursue 
one’s course with marked independence or self-reliance ['individual + 
-ity] 

individual ize, -ise /.mdividyooa.lie/, -jaiiez./ v/ 1 to make individual in 
character 2 to treat or notice individually 3 to adjust or adapt to suit a 
particular individual - individualization /-lie'7iiysh(3)n/ n 
individuate /,indi'vidyoo,ayt, -joo-/ vt to give individuality or individual 
form to - individuation /-'aysh(3)n/ n 
indiviaible adj 
indo- /indoh-/ - see ind- 
lnd(>» - see ind- 

,lndo-'Aryan n I a member of any of the peoples of India of 
Indo-European language and Caucasian physique 2 the Indo- Iranian 
languages of India and Pakistan - Indo-Aryan adj 
,lndo-Chi'nese n 1 a native or inhabitant of Indochina 2 ^so- I'lbetan 
[(I) Indochina, former region of SE Asia; (2) Ind- + Chinese] - 
Indo-Chinese adj 

indoctrinate /in'doktnnayt/ vt to imbue with a usu partisan or sec- 
tanan opinion, point of view, or ideology [prob fr ME endoctnnen, fr MF 
endoctnner, fr OF, fr en- i doctrine teaching, sthg taught] - indoctrinator 
n, indoctrination /•'naysh(3)n/ n 

.Indo-Euro'pean adj or n (of or belonging to) a family of languages 
spoken in most of Europe, Asia as far east as N India, and N and S 
America 

.Indo-Qer'manic adj or n Indo-European 

.Indo-I'ranian adj or n (of or constituting) a subfamily of the 
Indo-European languages comprising the Indie and the Iranian 
branches 

indole /'indohl/ n (a derivative oO a compound that is a decomposition 
product of some proteins and is formed from indigo [ISV ind- + -ole] 


.indolea.cetic 'acid /.indohb'setik/ n a plant hormone that promotes 
growth and rooting of plants 

indolent /'indabnt/ adj la causing little or no pain b slow to develop 
or heal <a/i ^ ulcer} 2a averse to activity, effort, or movement b 
conducive to or exhibiting laziness [LL indolent-, indolens insensitive to 
pain, fr L in- + dolent-, dolens, prp of dolere to feel pain - more at 
condolf] - indolence n, indolently adv 

indomethacin /.mdoh'methasm/ n a synthetic drug used esp to relieve 
(arthntic) pain and inflammation [indole + meth- ^ acetic acid 
4 -in] 

indomitable /in'domitabi/ adj incapable of bang subdued [LL 
indomitahihs, fr L in- domitare to lame - more at daunt] - indonl- 
tably adv, indomitability /-ta'bibti/ n 

Indonesian /,ind3'neezh(3)n, -zyan/ /i 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Indonesia or the Malay archipelago 2 bahasa Indonesia [Indonesia, 
country in SE Asia] - Indonesian adj 

indoor /in'daw/ adj 1 of the interior of a building 2 done, living, or 
belonging indoors <an sport} [alter (influenced by in) of obs 
within-door, adj. fr the phrase within door in a building] 
indoors /in'dawz/ adv m or into a building 
indorse /in'daws/ vt to endorse 

indraught /indrahA/ n I a drawing or pulling in 2 an inward flow or 
current (e g of air or water) 

indrawn /in'drawn/ adj 1 drawn in 2 aloof, reserved 
indri /'indn/ n a large Madagascan lemur with black and white markings 
[F, fr Malagasy indry look*] 

indubitable /m'dyoohbitabl/ adj too evident to be doubted [F or L; F. 
fr L indiibitabilis, fr in- t dubitabilis dubitable] - indubitably adv, 
indubitability /-ta'bibti/ ii 

induce /in'dyoohs/ vt 1 to lead on to do sthg, move by persuasion or 
influence 2a to cause to appear or to happen, bring on, specif to cause 
(labour) to begin by the use of drugs b to cause the formation of c to 
pnxlucc (c g an electnc current) by induction 3 to establish by logical 
induction, specif to infer from particulars - compare deduce [ME 
inducen, fr L inducere, fr in- t ducere to lead - more at 'tow] - inducer 
n, inducible adj 

in'ducement /-mant/ n sthg that induces, esp a motive or consideration 
that encourages one to do sthg 

induct /in'dukt/ w 1 to place formally in office 2a to introduce, initiate 
b NAm to enrol for military training or service [ME inducten, fr ML 
inductus, pp of inducere, fr L] 

inductance /in'dukt(a)ns/ n la a property of an electnc circuit by 
which an electromotive force is induced in it by a variation of current 
cither in the circuit itself or in a neighbounng circuit b the amount of 
inductance of an electnc circuit 2 a circuit or device possessing induct- 
ance PHYSICS 

induction /in'duksh(3)n/ n la the act or process of inducting (e g into 
office) b an initial experience, an initiation 2a the act or an instance of 
reasoning from particular premises to a general conclusion, also a conclu- 
sion reached by such reasoning b mathematical demonstration of the 
validity of a law concerning all the positive integers, by proving that the 
law holds for the first integer and that if it holds for all the integers 
preceding a given integer it must hold for the given integer 3a the act of 
causing or bringing on or about b the process by which an electncal 
conductor becomes elect nfted when near a charged body, by which a 
magnetizable body becomes magnetized when in a magnetic field or in the 
magnetic flux set up by a magnetomotive force, or by which an electro- 
motive force IS produced m a circuit by varying the magnetic field linked 
with the circuit c the drawing of the fuel-air mixture from the carburettor 
into the combustion chamber of an internal-combustion engine 
inductive /in'duktiv/ adj 1 of or employing mathematical or logical 
induction 2 of inductance or electncal induction 3 introductory - 
inductively adv, inductiveneas n 

inductor /in'dukta/ n a component that is included in an electncal 
circuit to provide inductance and that usu consists of a coiled conductor 
[iNDiiCT + ‘-or] 
indue /in'dyooh/ vr to endue 

indulge /in'dulj/ vt la to give free rein to (e g a taste) b to allow (oneselO 
to do sthg pleasurable or gratifying 2 to treat with great or excessive 
leniency, generosity, or consideration vi to indulge oneself [Ljndulgere 
to be complaisant] - indulger n 

indulgence /in'dulj(a)ns/ n 1 a remission of (part of) the purgatonal 
atonement for confessed sin in the Roman Catholic church 2 indulging 
or being indulgent 3 an indulgent act 4 sthg indulged in 
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indulo^nt /in'dulj(3)nt/ adj indulging or charactenzed by indulgence (L 
indulgent-, indulgens, prp of induJgere] - indulgently adv 
indurate Andyooarayt/ vt 1 to make unfeeling or obdurate 2 to make 
hardy 3 to make hard ^ vi to grow hard [L mduratus, pp of indurare, 
fr in- 4- durare to harden, fr durus hard - more at durinq] - induration 
/>'raysh(»)n/ n, indurative /in’dyooarativ/ adj 

induaium /in'dyoohzi-^m/ n, pi indusia a covenng outgrowth or mem- 
brane (eg of a cluster of fern spores) [NL, fr L. tunic] 

'industrial /in'dustn al/ adj 1 of, involved in, or denved from industry 
2 charactenzed by highly developed industnes <an ^ nation) 3 used m 
industry diamonds) - industrially adv 
’industrial n a share or bond issued by an industnal enterpnse - 
usu pi 

in.dustrial 'action n action (e g a stnke or go-slow) taken by a body 
of workers to force an employer to comply with demands 
industrial archaeology n the scientific study of the products and 
remains of past industnal activity 

in'dustriai e, state a an area, usu at a distance from the centre of a city 
or town, designed esp for a community of industnes and businesses 
industrialism /in'dustri<3,liz(a)m/ n social organization in which indus- 
tries, esp large-scale industnes, are dominant 

industrialist /in'dustn-alist/ n one who is engaged in the management 
of an industry 

industrlal'ize, -iae /m'dustn a,liez/ vd to make or become industrial, 
introduce industry (to) < ^ an agncultural region) - industrialization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

industrial melanism n genetically determined darkening, esp in 
insects that occur in areas blackened by industrial pollutants 
in,dustrial re'lations n pi the dealings or relationships between a usu 
large business or industrial enterpnse and the employees, esp the trade 
unions, operating within it 

in.dustrial revo'lution n a rapid major development of an economy 
(e g in England in the late 1 8th c) marked by the general introduction of 
mechanized techniques and large-scale production 
in'dustriai .school n a school specializing in the teaching of manual 
skills, esp to juvenile delinquents 

industrious /m'dustn-as/ adj 1 persistently diligent 2 constantly, 
regularly, or habitually occupied - industriously adv, industrious- 
ness n 

industry /indastn/ n 1 diligence in an employment or pursuit 2a 
systematic work, esp for the creation of value b(l) a usu specified group 
of productive or profit-making enterprises </Ae cat ) (2) an organized 
field of activity regarded in its commercial aspects (the Shakespeare ^ > 
c manufacturing activity as a whole (the nation ’s ^ > [MF indusrne skill, 
employment involving skill, fr L industna diligence, fr industnus diligent, 
fr OL indostruus, fr indu in -struus (akin to L struere to build) - more 
at INDIGENOUS, srRucri'RF] 

indwell /.in'dwel/ vb to exist within as an activating spint, force, or 
pnnciple - indweller /*— / n 

'•Ine Aien, -cen, -in/ suffix ( - adj) 1 of or resembling <eqinnc> (feminine) 
2 made of; like (opaline) (crystalline) [ME -in, -ine, fr MF & L. (1) MF 
-in, fr L -mus; (2) MF -in, fr L -inus, fr Gk -inos - more at '-en] 

Mne suffix (— n) t chemical compound c g a carbon compound (e g an 
ammo acid or alkaloid) that is a chemical base and contains nitrogen 
(morphixie) (leucine) b mixture of ^compounds (e g of hydrocarbons) 
(kerosine) c usu gaseous hydride <arsine> 2 '-in a,b (ME -me, -m, fr 
MF db L; MF -me, fr L -ina, fr fern of -mus, adj suffix] 
Inebriate /in'eebnayt/ vt to exhilarate or stupefy (as iQ by liquor, 
intoxicate [L mehriatus, pp of mebnare, fr m- ^ ebnare to intoxicate, fr 
ebrius drunk - more at sober] - Inebriant adj or n, inebriate adj or n, 
inebriation /-'aysh(3)n/, inebriety /.ini'brie-dti/ n 
inedible /in'edabl/ adj not fit to be eaten 

ineffable /in'efabl/ adj 1 unutterable 2 not to be uttered, uboo (the ^ 
name of Jehovah) [ME, fr MF, fr L ineffabths, fr m- + effabilis capable 
of being expressed, fr effari to speak out, fr ex- 4- fan to speak - more at 
'ba:N] - Ineffably adv 

ineffective /jm'fektiv/ adj 1 not producing an intended effect 2 not 
capable of performing efficiently or achieving results - tneffectlvely adv, 
lacffectiveBeaf n 

ineffectual /jni'fektyooal, -chooal/ adj 1 not producing or not able to 
give the proper or intended effect 2 unable to get things done; weak in 
character <a vety ^ person) - ineffectually adv, ineffectnnlness n 
ineff loecy /in'^ikasi/ n lack of power to produce a desired effect [LL 
inefScacia, fr L inefficac-, inefficax ineffective, fr in- + efficac-, efficax 
effective) 


inefficient /.ini'fish(a)nt/ adj not producing the effect intended or 
desired, esp in a capable or economical way ['in- + fificifnt] - 
Inefficiency n, inefficiently adv 

inelastic /.inriastik/ adj 1 slow to react or respond to changing condi- 
tions 2 inflexible, unyielding ['in- 4 eiashc] - inelasticity 
/.inila'stisati/ n 

inelegant /m'cligant/ adj lacking in rermcment, grace, or good taste 
(MF. fr L inelegant-, melegans, fr m- ^ elegant-, elegans elegant] - 
inelegance n. inelegantly adv 

ineligible /m'elijabl/ adj not qualified or not worthy to be chosen or 
preferred [F ineligible, fr m- ^ eligible eligible] - Ineligibility 
Aja'bibti/ n 

ineluctable /.mi'luktabl/ adj not to be avoided, changed, or resisted - 
fml [L ineluctabihs, fr in- * eluctan to struggle out, fr ex- f- luctan to 
struggle - more at i ix kJ - ineluctably adv 

inept /I'nept/ adj 1 not suitable or apt to the time, place, or occasion 2 
lacking sense or reason 3 generally incompetent [F inepte, fr L meptus, 
fr m- + aptus apt] - ineptitude n, ineptly adv, ineptness n 
inequality /.im'kwobti/ n la social dispanty b dispanty of distnbution 
or opportunity 2 an instance of being unequal 3 a formal statement of 
inequality between 2 expressions, usu with a sign of inequality (e g <. >. 
or ^ signifying respectively is less than, is greater than, and is not equal 
to) between them [MF mequalite, fr L inaequalitat-. maequalitas, fr 
inaequalis unequal, fr in- + aequalis equal] 
inequitable /in'ekwitabl/ adj unfair - inequitably adv 
inequity /m'ekwiti/ n (an instance oO injustice or unfairness 
ineradicable /.mi'radikabl/ adj incapable of being eradicated - ineradi- 
cably adv 

inert /I'nuht/ adj 1 lacking the power to move 2 deficient in active 
(chemical or biological) properties 3 not moving, inactive, indolent [L 
inert-, mers unskilled, idle, fr m- ♦ art-, ars skill ■ more at arm] - inertly 
adv, inertness n 
inert gas n nobi p gas 

inertia /I'nuhsha/ /i 1 a property of matter by which it remains at rest 
or in uniform motion in the same straight line unless acted on by some 
external force 2 indisposition to motion, exertion, or change [NL, fr L, 
lack of skill, fr men-, mers\ - inertial adj, inertially adv 
inertial guidance n guidance (eg ot an lurcraft or spacecraft) by 
comparison of preprogrammed data with data collected by measurement 
of inertial forces within the craft 

inertia reel n a device allowing automatic adjustment to accommodate 
slow body movements < ^ safety belts) 

inertia selling n, chiefly Br the practice of sending unrequested goods 
to people with the intention of demanding payment if the goods are not 
returned 

inescapable /.ini'skaypabi/ adj unavoidable - inescapably adv 
inessential /,ini'sensh(3)l/ n or adj (sthg) that is not essential 
inestimable /m'estimabl/ adj 1 too great to be estimated 2 too valuable 
or excellent to be measured [ME, fr MF, fr L maestimabilis, fr m- ♦ 
aestimabilis estimable] - inestimably adv 

inevitable /m'evitabl/ adj incapable of being avoided or evaded, bound 
to happen or to confront one [ME, fr L mevitabilis, fr m- f evitahilis 
avoidable] ~ inevitableness n, inevitably adv, inevitability /-ta'bibti/ n 
inexact Amig’zakt/ adj not precisely correct or true [F, fr m- 4 exact] 

- inexactitude n, inexactly adv, inexactness n 

inexcusable /.imks'kyoohzdbl/ adj without excuse or justification [L 
mexcusabilis, fr in- * excusahi/zs excusable]-* inexcusableness /i, inexcus- 
ably adv 

inexhaustible /.inig'zawsubi/ adj incapable of being used up or worn 
out - inexhaustibly adv, inexhaustibility /-sta'bilati/ n 
inexorable /in'cks(a)r9bl/ adj 1 not to be persuaded or moved by 
entreaty 2 continuing inevitably, that cannot be averted [L mexorabilis, 
fr m- 4- exorabilis pliant, fr exorare to prevailxipon, fr ex- f orare to speak 

- more at oration] - inexorably adv, ineitorabllity /•ra'bibti/ n 
inexpedient adj 

inexpensive /.inik'spensiv/ adj reasonable in pnee; cheap - inexpen- 
■Ively adv, inexpenaiveness n 

inexperience /.inik'spian-ans/ n 1 lack of (the skill gained from) 
experience 2 lack of knowledge of the ways of the world (MF, fr LL 
inexperientja, fr L in- f experientia expenence] - inexperienced adj 
inexpert /in'ekspuht/ adj unskilled (ME, fr MF, fr L inexpertus, fr m- 
4 expenus expen] - inexpertly adv, inexpertneaa n 
inexplicable /.imk'splikabl, in'eksplikabl/ adj incapable of being 
explained, interpreted, or accounted for [MF, fr L mexplicabilis, fr in- + 
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explicabihs explicable] - InexpUcableneas n, inexplicably adv, inexplica- 
bility /-ka’bibti/ n 

inexpressible /.inik'spresabl/ adj beyond one's power to express - 
Inexpreaaibly adv, inexpressibillty /-sa'bibti/ n 
Inexpressive /.mik'spresiv/ adj lacking expression or meaning - inex- 
pressively adv, inexpresslreness n 
in extenso Am ik'stensoh/ adv at full length [ML] 
inextinguisheble Aimk'stmg-gwishabl/ adj unquenchable - inextin- 
guishably adv 

in extremis Am ik'streemis/ adv m extreme circumstances, esp at the 
point of death [L] 

inextriceble /m'ekstnkdbl/ adj 1 from which one cannot extncate 
oneself 2 incapable of being disentangled or untied <an ^ knot} [MF 
or L; MF, fr L inextncabihs, fr m- ^ cxtricabilis extricable] - inextricably 
adv 

infallible /in'fabbi/ adj 1 incapable of error, esp, of the Pope incapable 
of error m defining dogma 2 not liable to fail [ML infallibilis, fr L in- 
i' LL faJlibilis fallible] - infallibly adv, infallibility /•b'bibti/ n 
infamous Amfsmas/ adj 1 having a reputation of the worst kind, 
notorious 2 disgraceful (ME, fr L infamis, fr m- + fama fame] - 
infamously adv 

infamy Amfami/ n 1 evil reputation brought about by sthg grossly 
criminal, shocking, or brutal 2 an extreme and publicly known cnminal 
or evil act 

infancy /'mr(a)nsi/ n 1 early childhood 2 a beginning or early penod 
of existence <wAen sociology was in its 3 the legal status of an 
infant 

'infant Amf(3)nt/ n 1 a child m the first penod of life 2 a minor [ME 
enfaunt, fr MF cnfani, fr L infant-, infans, fr infant-, infans incapable of 
speech, young, ft in- ^ fant-, fans, prp of fan to speak - more at ban] 
^infant adj 1 m an early stage of development 2 concerned with or 
intended for young children, esp those aged from 5 to 7 or 8 ^ 

teacher) 

infanta /m'fanta/ n a daughter of a Spanish or Portuguese monarch [Sp 
& Pg. fem of infante] 

infante /in'fanti/ n a younger son of a Spanish or Portuguese monarch 
[Sp & Pg, lit., infant, fr L infant-, infans] 
infanticide /m'fantisied/ n (the act oQ sby who kills an infant [LL 
infanticidium Sl infanticida, fr L infant-, infans t -i- ^ -cidium & <ida 
-Cldc - more at -ciDt] 

infantile Aint(3)niicl/ adj (suggesuve) of infants or infancy <-• behav- 
iour) 

infantile paralysis n poliomyelitis 

infantilism /m'fanti,iiz(3)m/ n 1 retention of childish physical, mental, 
or emotional qualities m adult life 2 an act or expression that indicates 
lack of matunty - used technically 

infantry /'mf(a)nln/ n sing or pi in constr (a branch of an army 
containing) soldiers trained, armed, and equipped to fight on foot [MF 
& Oil; MF infantene, fr Olt mfantena, fr infante boy, fool soldier, fr L 
infant-, infans] 

'infantryman /-man/ n an infantry soldier 
'infant .school n, Br a kindergarten for children aged from S to 7 
or 8 

infarct /m'fahkt/ n an area of death in a tissue or organ resulting from 
obstruction of the local blood circulation [L infarctus, pp of infarcire to 
stuff, fr in- + farcire to stuff - more at farce] ~ infarcted adj. Infarc- 
tion n 

infatuate /m'fatyooayt/ vt 1 to affect with folly 2 to inspire with 
powerful but superficial or short-lived feelings of love and dc > c [L 
mfatuatus, pp of infatuare, fr in- f fatuus fatuous] - infttsated adj, 
infatuation /-'aysh(»)n/ n 

infect /in'fcki/ vt 1 to contaminate (e g air or food) with a disease- 
causing agent 2a to pass on a disease or a disease-causing agent to b to 
invade (an individual or organ), usu by penetration - used with reference 
to a pathogenic organism 3 to transmit or pass on sthg (e g an emotion) 
to [ME infecten, fr L infectus, pp of inficere, fr in- + facere to make, do 
- more at do] - infector n 

infection /in'fck8h(a)n/ n 1 infecting 2 (an agent that causes) a 
contagious or infectious disease 3 the communication of emotions or 
qualities through example or contact 

infectious /infekshas/ adj la Infectioui, Infective capable of causing 
infection b communicable by infection - compare contagious 2 readily 
spread or communicated to others excitement) - infectiouriy adv, 
infectiouncas n 


infectious hepatitis n a highly infectious liver inflammation caused 
by a virus 

infectious mononucleosis n an acute infectious disease character- 
ized by fever and swelling of lymph glands 

infelicitous Amfa’lisitas/ adj not apt; not suitably chosen for the 
occasion - Infelicitously adv 

infelicity /.mfa'hsati/ n 1 being infelicitous 2 sthg infelicitous [ME 
infelicite, fr L infelicitas, fr infehc-, infelix unhappy, fr in- ^ febc-, felix 
fruitful ~ more at feminine] 

infer /m'fuh/ vb -rr- vt 1 to denve as a conclusion from facts or premises 
- compare imply 2 to suggest, imply - disapproved of by ^me speakers 
^ vt to draw inferences [MF or L; MF tnferer, fr L mferre, lit., to carry 
or bring into, fr in- *■ ferre to carry - more at ’bear] - isfemblc adj 
inference Ainf(a)rans/ n la the act of infernng b the act of passing from 
statistical sample data to generalizations (e g of the value of population 
parameters), usu with calculated degrees of certainty 2 sthg inferred, esp 
a proposition amved at by inference 

inferential Ainf9'rensh(3)l/ adj deduced or deducible by inference [ML 
inferentia inference, fr L inferent-, inferens, prp of mferre] 
inferior /inTian-a/ adj 1 situated lower down 2 of low or lower degree 
or rank 3 of little or less importance, value, or ment 4a of an animal or 
plant part situated below or at the base of another (corresponding) part 
b(l) of a calyx lying below the ovary (2) of an ovary lying below the petals 
or .sepals 5 of or being a subsenpt 6 of a planet nearer the sun than the 
earth is [ME, fr L, compar of inferus - more at under] - inferior n, 
inferiorly adv, inferiority /-n'orati/ n 

inferi’ority .complex n a sense of personal mfenonty often resulting 
cither in timidity or, through overcompensation, in exaggerated aggress- 
iveness 

infernal /m'fuhnl/ adj 1 of hell 2 hellish, diabolical 3 damned - infml 
(an nuisance) [ME, fr OF, fr LL mfemaJis, fr infemus hell, fr L, 
lower; akin to L inferus inferior] - infernally adv 
inferno /in'fuhnoh/ n, pi infernos a place or a state that resembles or 
suggests hell, esp m intense heat or raging fire [It. hell, fr LL mfer- 
nus] 

infertile /m'fuhticl/ adj not fertile or productive eggs)('-^ Belds) 
[MF, fr LL infertilis, fr L in- + fertilis fertile] - Infertility 
Ainfj'tilati/ n 

infest /in'fest/ vt 1 to spread or swarm in or over in a troublesome 
manner (shark-infcsled waters) 2 to live in or on as a parasite [MF 
infester, fr L infestare, fr infestus hostile] - infeatation 
/.infc'slaysh(p)n/ n 

infidel .'''mfidl/ n la an unbeliever in or opponent of a particular religion, 
esp of < h'^stianity or Islam b sby who acknowledges no religious belief 
2 a disbel'oer in sthg specified or understood [MF mfidele, fr LL infidelis 
unbelieving, fr L, unfaithful, fr in- » fidehs faithful, fr fides faith] - infidel 
adj 

infidelity Ainfi'dcbti/ n 1 lack of belief in a religion 2a unfaithfulness, 
disloyalty b mantal unfaithfulness 

'infield Ainfeeld/ n (the fielding positions in) the area of a cncket or 
baseball field relatively near the wickets or bounded by the bases - 
inflelder n 

’infield /-'-/ adv away from the edge of a playing field 
infighting Ain,ficting/ n 1 fighting or boxing at close quarters 2 
prolonged and oflen bitter dissension among members of a group or 
organization - inflgbter n 

infill /'infil/ vt to fij^m (a gap), esp to build houses m between (houses 
already standing) building - infilling n 

infiltrate /’infihrayt/ vr t to cause (e g a liquid) to permeate sthg (e g 
by penetrating its pores or interstices) 2 to pass into or through (a 
substance) by filtering or permeating 3 to enter or become established in 
gradually or unobtrusively '^vt to enter, permeate, or pass through a 
substance or area by filtering or by insinuating gradually - infiltmtive 
adj, Infiltrator n, infiltration /-'traysh(p)n/ n 
'inf inita Ainfinst/ adj 1 subject to no limitation or external determination 
2 extending indefinitely 3 immeasurably or inconceivably great or exten- 
sive 4a extending beyond, lying beyond, or being greater than any 
arbitrarily chosen finite value, however large (there are an number^ 
posiuve integers) b extending to infinity plane surface) (MEui/inif, 

fr MF or L; MF. fr L infinitus, fr in- -v Bnitus finite] ^ iaflaiteky adv, 
infiaitenesa n 

’infinite n 1 divineness, sublimity - + the 2 an incalculable or very great 
number 3 an infinite quantity or magnitude 
'inf initetimal Ainfini'tesiml/ n an infinitesimal variable or quantity (NL 
infinitesimus infinite in rank, fir L infinitus] 
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‘infinitesimal »dj 1 taking on values arbitranly close to zero 2 
immeasurably or incalculably small - inlinitefiBMdly adv 
infinitive /inTinativ/ adj or n (using) a verb form that performs some 
functions of a noun and that in English is used with to (e g go in I asked 
him to go) except with auxiliary and vanous other verbs (e g go in I must 
go) {adj LL inhnittvus, fr L infinitus\ n fr adj] - infinitival /.infini'tievl/ 
adj or n 

Infinitude /mTimtyoohd/ n 1 the quality or state of being infinite 2 sthg 
infinite, esp in extent 3 an infinite number or quantity 
infinity /m'finoti/ n la the quality of being infinite b unlimited extent 
of time, space, or quantity 2 an indefinitely great number or amount 3 
a distance so great that the rays of light from a point source at that 
distance may be regarded as parallel USE symbol 
Infirm /in'fuhm/ audj 1 physically feeble, esp from age 2 weak in mind, 
will, or character [ME, fr L infirmus, fr //i- + firmus firm] - infirmly 
adv 

infirmary /in'fuhmon/ n hospital 1 

infirmity /inYuhmati/ n 1 being infirm or frail 2 a disease, malady 
'Infix /in'fiks/ vt 1 to fasten or fix by piercing or thrusting in 2 to instil, 
inculcate 3 to insert (e g a sound or letter) as an infix [L in/iMus, pp of 
infigere, fr in- 4 fjgen to fasten - more at dyke] 

‘infix Anfiks/ n an affix inserted in the body of a word or root - compare 
PREHX, SUFFIX 

in flagrante delicto /,in fia'granti diiiktoh/ adv m the very act of 
committing a misdeed [ML. lit., in blazing crime] 
inflame /inflaym/ vt t to set on fire 2a to excite or arouse passion or 
excessive action or feeling in b to make more heated or violent 3 to cause 
to redden or grow hot 4 to cause inflammation in (bodily tissue) ^ vi 1 
to burst into flame 2 to become excited or angered 3 to become affected 
with inflammation [ME enflamen, fr MF en/lamer, fr L mflammare, fr 
in- 4 - (iamma flame] - inflamer n 

inf lammabla /in'flamabl/ adj 1 capable of being easily ignited and of 
burning rapidly symbol 2 easily inflamed, excited, or angered [F, 
fr ML inflammabiHs, fr L inflammare to inflame] - inflammable n, 
laflAmmableneas, infhunmabiiity /'ina'bibti/ n 
inflammation /,infb'may$h(9)n/ n 1 inflaming or being inflamed 2 a 
response to cellular injury marked by local redness, heat, and pain 
inflammatory /in'flam9t(a)n/ adj 1 tending to inflame speeches) 
2 accompanied by or tending to cause inflammation 
inflatable /in'flaytobl/ n an inflatable boat, toy, etc 
inflate /in'flayt/ vt 1 to swell or distend (with gir or gas) 2 to increase* 
(a price level) or cause (a volume of credit or the economy) to expand vi 
to become inflated [L inflatus, pp of uiflare, fr w- + flare to blow > more 
at 'blow] - inflatable adj, inflator, inflater n 

Inflated adj 1 bombastic, exaggerated 2 expanded to an abnormal or 
unjustifiable volume or level paces) 3 swelled out; distended 
inflation /in'flaysh(9)n/ n inflating or being inflated, esp a substantial 
and continuing rise in the general level of prices, caused by or causing an 
increase in the volume of money and credit or an expansion of the 
economy - iaflatioiiary adj 

inflact /in'flekt/ vt 1 to vary (a word) by inflection 2 to change or vary 
the pitch of (a voice or note) ^ vi to become modified by inflection [ME 
inflecten, fr L inflectere to bend, modulate, fr in- + flectere to bend] - 

inflective adj 

inflaction, Br also inflexioa /in'fleksh(3)n/ n 1 change in pitch or 
loudness of the voice 2i the change in the form of a word showing its case, 
gender, number, tense, etc b an element (eg a suffix) showing such 
variation 3 (a point on a curve oQ change of cu^ature with respect to 
a fixed hne from concave to convex or conversely mathematics - 
inflectiooil adj 

infifixed /in'flekst/ adj bent or turned abruptly inwards, downwards, or 
towards the axis [L inflexus, pp of inflectere] 
infifixibifi /in'fleksabl/ adj rigidly firm: e g a lacking or deficient in 
suppleness b unyielding 2 c incapable of change [ME, fr L inflexibihs, 
fr in- ^ flexibilis flexible] - inflexiUy adv, inflexibiUty Asa'bibti/ n 
inflict /in'flikt/ vt to force or impose (sthg damaging or painful) on sby 
[L milictus, pp of infhgere, fr in- 4 fligere to strike - more at profligate] 
- falUcter, iaflictor n, infUctioa n 

.in-flight adj made, carried out, or provided in flight <'^ refuelling) 
meals) 

Inf lOTMcgncc ^i^w're8(3)ns, -fb-/ n la (the arrangement of flowers 
on) a floral axis plant b a flower cluster; also a solitary flower 2 
the budding and unfolding of bloesoms; flowering [NL inflorescentia, fr 
LL inflorescent-, infloreacens^ prp of inflorescere to begin to bloom, fr L 


in- 4 florescere to begin to bloom - more at florescence] - Infloreaeent 
adj 

inflow /'infloh/ n a flowing in <a pipe taking the maximum rate 
of^) 

'influence /'infloo ans/ n 1 an ethereal fluid supposed to flow from the 
stars and to affect the actions of human beings 2 the power to achieve 
sthg desired by using wealth or position 3 the act, power, or capacity of 
causing or producing an effect in indirect or intangible ways 4 sby or sthg 
that exerts influence; esp sby or sthg that tends to produce a moral or 
immoral eflect on another [ME. fr MF, fr ML influcntia, fr L influent-, 
influens, prp of influere to flow in, fr in- f fluere to flow - more at iluid] 
- under the influence affected by alcohol, drunk < was arrested for dnving 
under the influence) 

‘influence vt to affect, alter, or modify by indirect or intangible 
means 

influent Anilooh ant, •'-/ n a tnbutary stream [ME, fr influent flowing 
in, fr L influent-, influens, prp of influere] 
influential /.infloo'enshfa)!/ adj exerting or possessing influence - 
influentially adv 

influenza /.infloo'enza/ n 1 a highly infectious virus disease character- 
ized by sudden onset, fever, severe aches and pains, and inflammation of 
the respiratory mucous membranes 2 any of numerous fevensh usu virus 
diseases of domestic animals marked by respiratory symptoms [It. lit . 
influence, fr ML influentta-, fr the belief that epidemics were due to the 
influence of the stars] 

influx /'influks/ n a usu sudden increase in flowing in, the arrival of large 
amounts [LL tnfluxus, fr L, pp of influere] 
info /’infoh/ n information - infml 
infold /in'fohid/ vt to enfold 

inform /in'fawm/ vt 1 to impart an essential quality or character to 2 
to communicate knowledge to ^ v; 1 to give information or knowledge 
2 to act as an informer against or on [ME informen, fr MF en former, fr 
L informare to give shape to, fr in- f forma form] - informant n 
informal /in'fawml/ adj marked by an absence of formality or ceremony, 
everyday - informally adv, informality /.infaw'mabti/ n 
information /.infa'mayshfojn/ n 1 the communication or reception of 
facts or ideas 2a knowledge obtained from investigation, study, or 
instruction b news c (significant) facts or data d a signal or character 
(e g in a radio transmission or computer) repi%enting data e a quantitat- 
ive measure of the content of information, specif a numerical quantity that 
measures the uncertainty in the outcome of an expenment to be per- 
formed 3 a formal accusation presented to a magistrate - informational 
adj 

information aciencen the collection, classification, storage, rctneval, 
and distribution of recorded knowledge 

information theory n a theory that deals statistically with the 
efficiency of communication of information 

informative /m'fawmotiv/, inforroatory /in'fawm3t(3)n/ adj conveying 
facts or ideas; instructive - informatively adv, informativeness n 
informed /in'fawmd/ adj 1 possessing or based on possession of infor- 
mation 2 knowledgeable about matters of contemporary interest 
informer /m'fawma/ n one who informs against another, esp to the 
police for a financial reward 

Infra /infra/ adv lower on the same or a following page [LJ 
infra- /infra-/ prefix 1 below (infnrenal) (^infrastructure), less than 
(infrahuman) 2 within (infraspecific)(infraterritonal) 3 below in a 
scale or series (infrared) [L infra - more at under] 
infraction /in'fraksh(a)n/ n a violation, infringement [L infraction-, 
infractio, fr infractus, pp of infnngere] 

.infra 'dig adj beneath one’s dignity - inftnl [short for L infra dig- 
nitatem] 

Infrangible /in'franjabl/ adj 1 not capable bf being broken or separated 
2 not to be infringed or violated [MF, fr LL infrangibilis, fr L in- + 
frangere to break - more at break] - Infrasigibly adv, infriuigibility 
/-ja'bilali/ n 

infrared /jnfra'red/ adj or n (being, usings producing, or sensitive to) 
electromagnetic radiation with a wavelength between the red end of the 
visible spectrum and microwaves, that is commonly perceived as heat 
FHYSfCS 

.infra'a'onic /-'sonik/ adj (of, being, using, or produced by waves or 
vibrations) having a frequency below the lower threshold of human 
bearing 

1nfra,8tructura /-^trukcha/ n 1 an underlying foundation or basic 
framework 2 the permanent installations required for military pur- 
poses 
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infrequent /in'freekwant/ adj 1 rare 2 not habitual or persistent [L 
infrequent-, mfrequens, fr //i- + frequent-, frequens frequent] - Infre- 
quency n, infrequently adv 

infringe /in'frinj/ vt to encroach on; violate ^ w to encroach, trespass 
[L infnngere, lit., to break off, fr in- f frangere to break - more at drfak] 

- infringement n 

infundibular /.mfun'dibyoob/, infundibulnte /-bt/ adj 1 funnel- 
shaped 2 of or having an infundibulum 

infundibulum /.infun'dibyoobm/ n, pi inftindibuia /-b/ the funnel- 
shaped mass of grey matter that connects the pituitary gland to the brain 
[NL, fr L, funnel - more at funnel] 
infuriate /m'fyooariayt/ vt to make funous [ML infunatus, pp of 
mfuriare, fr L in- + funa fury] - infuriate adj, infuriatingly adv 
infuse /in'fyoohz/ vt 1 to inspire, imbue 2 to steep m liquid without 
boiling so as to extract the soluble properties or constituents [ME tnfusen, 
fr MF & L; MF infuser, fr L mfusus, pp of tnfundere to pour in, fr tn- 
f fundere to pour - more at ‘found] - infuaer n 
infusible /in'fyoohzdbl/ adj very difficult or impossible to fuse or melt 

- infiisibility Aza'bibti/ n 

infusion /inTyoohzh(3)n/ n 1 infusing 2 the continuous slow introduc- 
tion of a solution, esp into a vein 3 an extract obtained by infusing 
infusorian /.infyooh'zawn-an/ n any of a group composed of different 
types of minute living organisms found esp in decomposing organic 
matter, esp a cilia-beanng protozoan - not now used technically [denv 
of L mfusus] - infusorial adj, infusorian adj 
'-ing Aing/ suffix ( -^ vb or adj") * used to form the present participle 
<sai/ing) and sometimes to form an adjective resembling a present 
participle but not derived from a verb <(^swashbuckhng) [ME, alter of 
-ende, fr OF li *• , verb stem vowel f -nde, prp suffix - more at 

-ANi] 

*-lng su/fix (- /i) 1 action or process of <ru/i/iing><s7cie/nng>, also 
instance of (a specified action nr process) (a meeting) - sometimes used 
to form a noun resembling a gerund but not denved from a verb 
<skyd/ving> 2 product or result of (a specified action or process) <an 
engraving) - often pi with sing, meaning <cfl/7iings> 3 activity or 
occupation connected with (boating) (banking) 4a collection of aggre- 
gate of (shipping) (housing) b sthg connected with, consisting of, or 
used in making (scaffolding) (shirting) 5 sihg related to (a specified 
concept) <o/Kng) [ME, fr OE, suffix forming nouns from verbs, akin to 
OFIG -ung, suffix forming nouns from verbs] 

ingenious /m'jeeni-.K/ adj marked by onginality, resourcefulness, and 
cleverness [MF ingenieux, fr L ingeniosus, fr ingcnium natural capacity 

- more at enginf] - ingeniously adv 

ingenue, ingenue /,anzhay'nooh (Fr i' 3 eny)/ n 1 a naive or artless young 
woman 2 (an actres.s playing) the stage role of an ingenue [F ingenue, 
fern of ingenu ingenuous, fr L ingenuus] 

ingenuity /.mji'nyooh ati/ n (resourceful) clcvenicss, inventiveness [L 
ingenuitas ingenuousness, fr ingenuus ingenuous, afterwards influenced in 
meaning by ingenious] 

ingenuous /m'jenyoo as/ adj showing innocent or childlike simplicity, 
frank, candid [L ingenuus native, free born, fr in- f gignere to beget - 
more at kin] ~ ingenuously adv, ingenuousness n 
ingest /in'jest/ vt to take in (as lO for digestion, absorb [L ingestus, pp 
of ingerere to carry in, fr in- + gerere to bear - more at cast] - ingestible 
adj, iitgestion n, ingestive adj 

inglenook /'ing-gl.nook/ n (a seat in) an alcove by a large open fireplace 
[ScGael aingeal light, fire > E nooA] 
ingiorious /in'glawri as/ adj shamef^ul, ignominious [L inglorius, fr in- 
4 gloria glory] - Ingloriously adv 

,in-'goai n a rectangular area behind the goal line m rugby, exiending 
completely across the field, in which the ball must be touched down to 
score a try sport 
ingoing Aingoh ing/ adj entenng 

ingot /'ing-gat/ n a (bar-shaped) mass of cast metal [ME, mould for 
casting metal, prob fr OE in + goten, pp of geotan to pour, cast in 
metal] 

Mngrain /in'grayn/ vt to work (sthg) indelibly into a natural texture or 
mental or moral constitution 

’ingrain /*in«grayn/ n or adj (an article) made of fibres that are dyed to 
various colours before being spun into yam, or made of the resultant 
yam 

'ln.grainad adj firmly and deeply implanted; deep-rooted - ingralnedly 
adv 

Ingratiata /in'grayshi,ayt/ vt to gain favour for (e g oneselD by deliber- 
ate effort themselves with the public) [i/i- ^ L gratia grace] - 


ingratiatingly adv, ingratiatory /-shi'at(3)n/ adj, ingratiation 
/-‘aysh(a)n/ n 

ingratitude /m'gratityoohd/ n forgetfulness or scant recognition of 
kindness received [ME, fr MF, fr ML /ngrary/udo, fr L mi- f LL gratitude 
gratitude] 

ingredient /in'greedi ant/ n sthg that forms a component part of a 
compound, combination, or mixture [ME, fr L ingredient-, ingrediens, 
prp of ingredi to go into, fr in- ♦ gradi to go - more at grade] 
ingress /'in-gres/ n 1 the act of entenng, specif that of a celestial body 
into eclipse, occultation, or transit 2 the nght of entrance or access [M^ 
fr L ingressus, fr ingressus, pp of ingredi] . 

ingrowing /'in,groh ing/, NAm chiefly ingrown Agrohn/ adj growing 
inwards, spec//* having the free tip or edge embedded in the flesh (an ~ 
toenail) 

ingrowth /'in,grohth/ n 1 a growing inwards 2 sthg that grows in or 
into a space 

inguinal /'ing gwini/ adj of or situated in the groin region [L inguinalis, 
fr inguin-, inguen groin - more at aden-] 

ingurgitate /m'guhjitayt/ vt to swallow greedily or in large quantities 
[L ingurgitatus, pp of ingurgitare, fr m- + gurgit-, gurges whirlpool - 
more at voracious] - ingurgitation /-'taysh(a)n/ n 
inhabit /in'habit/ vt to occupy or be present in (the hopes and fears that 
^ the human mind) [ME enhabiten, fr MF &. L; MF enhabiter, fr L 
inhabitare, fr in- + hahitare to dwell, fr habitus, pp of baberr to have - 
more at oivk] - inhabitable adj, inhabitancy n, Inhnbitnnt n. Inhabitation 
A’laysh(d)n/ n 

inhalant /in'haybnt/ n sthg (e g a medication) that is inhaled 
inhalation /.inh3'laysh(a)n/ n (matenal for) inhaling 
inhale /in'hayl/ vb to breathe in [in- ^ -bale (as in exhale)] 
inhaler /in'hayb/ n a device used for inhaling a medication [inhale 
+ ^-fr] 

inharmonious /.mhah'mohnyas, -m as/ adj 1 not harmonious 2 not 
congenial or compatible - inhaimoniously adv 
inhere /in'hia/ vi to be inherent, belong (power to make laws ^stn the 
state) [L inhaerere, fr in- + haerere to adhere - more at hesitate] 
inherent /in'herant, -'hia-/ adj intrinsic to the constitution or essence of 
sthg [L inhaerent; inhaerens, prp of inhaerere] - Inherence n, inherently 
adv 

inherit /in'hent/ vt I to receive a by nght b from an ancestor at his/her 
death 2 to receive by genetic transmis.sion a strong constitution) vi 
to receive sthg by mhentance [ME enhenten to make heir, mhent, fr MF 
enhenter to make heir, fr LL inhereditare, fr L in- f hereditas inheritance 
- more at hlkediiy] - inheritor n. inheritress Atns/, inheritrix 
/-tnks/ 13 

inheritable /m'hentabl/ adj 1 capable of being inherited 2 capable of 
inhenting - inheritability /-U'bibti/ n 

inheritance /in'hent(9)ns/ n la inhenting property b the transmission 
of genetic qualities from parent to offspnng c the acquisition of a 
pos.ses.sion, condition, or trait from past generations 2a sthg that is or may 
be inhented b sthg acquired or derived from the past 
inhesion /in'hee7h(3)n/ n inherence [L inhaesus, pp of inhaerere] 
inhibit /in'hibit/ vt 1 to prohibit from doing sthg 2a to restrain b to 
discourage from free or spontaneous activity, esp by psychological or 
social controls vt to cause inhibition [ME inhibiten, fr L iiMbitus, pp 
of inhibere, fr in- + habere to have - more at give] - inbibitiTc adj, 
inhibitory adj 

inhibition /.inhi'bi$h(a)n/ n la inhibiting or being inhibited b sthg that 
forbids, debar. s. or rest nets 2a a psychological restraint on another 
psychological or physical activity (sexual >«-s> b a restraining of a 
function (e g of a bodily organ or enzyme) 

inhibitor, inhibiter /inhibits/ n sthg that slows or interferes with a 
chemical action [inhibit + '-or, *-lr] 

inhomogeneous /.inhoma'jecnyas. -ni-as/ adj not homogeneous - 
inhomogeneity /.inhomdja'nay-ati, -'nee-, -hohmoh-/ n 
inhospitable /.inho'spitabl/ adj 1 not fnendly or welcoming 2 provid- 
ing no shelter or means of support - Inhospitablaicss n, iBhosjritably 
adv 

inhospitality /.inhospi'talati/ n being inhospitable 
inhuman /in'hyoohman/ adj la inhumane b failing to conform to basic 
human needs 2 being other than human [MF St L; MF inhumain, fr L 
inhumanus, fr in- + humanus human] - ishsiBasly adv 
inhumane /.inhyooh'mayn/ adj lacking in kindness or compassion (MF 
inhumain St. L inhumanus] - inhuBasely adv 
inhumanity /jnhyooh'manati/ n 1 being pitiless or cruel 2 a cruel or 
barbarous act 
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inhume /inTiyoohm/ vt to bury, inter - fml [prob fr F inhumer, fr L 
inbumare, fr in- f humus earth - more at humble] - inhumation 
/.inhyooh'fDaysh(9)n/ n 

inimical /i'nimik(9)l/ adj 1 hostile or indicating hostility 2 adverse in 
tendency, influence, or effects [LL tmmicaUs, fr L mimicus enemy - more 
at enemy) - ininilcally adv 

inimitable /i'mmitobl/ adj defying imitation 4MF or L. MF, fr L 
inimitabitis, fr in- + imitabihs imitable] - inimitableneaa n, inimitably 
adv 

Iniquity /rnikwati/ n 1 gross injustice 2 a sin [ME iniquite, fr MF 
inkfuite, fr L imquitat-, intquitas, fr iniquus uneven, fr in- + aequus equal] 

iniquitona adj 

initial /I'nishfa)]/ adj \o( the beginning <r/ie ^ symptoms of a disease') 

2 first <fAe ~ number of a code) [MF & L; MF, fr L initiaJis, fr initium 
beginnmg. fr initus, pp of mire to go into, fr in- + ire to go - more at issue] 

- initially adv 

’initial n 1 the first letter of a name 2 pi the first letter of each word in 
a full name 

’initial vr -U- (NAm •!-, -IN) to put initials (indicating ownership or 
authonzation) on 

initial teaching alphabet n a 44-character phonetic alphabet 
designed for teachuig children to read English 
'initiate /I'nishiayt/ vt 1 to cause or enable the beginning of; start 2 to 
instil with rudiments or pnnciples (of sthg complex or obscure) 3 to 
induct into membership (as lO by formal rites [LL initiatus, pp of initiare, 
fr L, to induct, fr initium] - initiator n. Initiatory adj 
’initiate /i'mshi-at/ adj 1 initiated or properly admitted (e g to member- 
ship or an office) 2 instructed in some secret knowledge 
’i'nltiate /-at/ n 1 sby who is undergoing or has undergone initiation 2 
sby who is instructed or proficient in a complex or specialized field 
initiation /i,nishi'aysh(9)n/ n 1 initiating or being initiated 2 the 
ceremony or formal procedure with which sby is made a member of a sect 
or society 

'initiative /i'nish(y) 3 tiv/ adj introductory, preliminary 
’initiative /I 1 a first step, esp in the attainment of an end or goal 2 energy 
or resourcefulness displayed in initiation of action 3 a procedure enabling 
votera to propose a law by petition - compare reffrfnoum - on one’s 
own initiative without being prompted; independently of outside influence 
or control 

inject /in'jekt/ vt la to throw, drive, or force into sthg < ^ fuel into an ^ 
engine) b to force a fluid into 2 to introduce as an element or factor [L 
injectus, pp of inicere, fr in- + jacere to throw - more at *jft] - 

injector n 

injection /in'jekshfajn/ n la injecting b the placing of an artificial 
satellite or a spacecraft into an orbit or on a trajectory 2 sthg (e g a 
medication) that is injected 

injection mouiding n the manufacture of rubber or plastic articles by 
injecting heated material into a mould - iidection-moulded adj 
injudicious /.injooh'dishas/ adj indiscreet, unwise - iitjudiciously adv, 
isjudiciousneas n 

injun /injan/ n a N American Indian - infml [alter, of Indian] 
injunction /in'jungksh(9)n/ n 1 an order, warning 2 a writ requiring 
sby to do or refrain from doing a particular act [MF & LL; MF 
iqjonction, fr LL injunction-, injunctio, fr L injunctus, pp of injungere to 
enjoin - more at enjoin] - injunctive adj 

injure /'\np/ vt 1 to do injustice to 2a to inflict bodily hurt on b to 
impair the soundness of c to inflict damage or loss on [back-formation 
fr injury] 

injurious /in'joosn-ds/ adj inflicting or tending to inflict injury - 
Injurioualy adv, inJuriousneas n 

injury /'mjari/ n 1 a wrong 2 hurt, damage, or loss sustained [ME 
injurie, fr L injuria, fr injurus injurious, fr in- ♦- jur-, jus right - more at 
jusrr] 

'injury-, time n time added on to the end of a match in soccer, rugby, etc 
to compensate for time lost through injuries to players 
injustice /in'justis/ n (an act or state oO unfairness [ME, fr MF, fr L 
iqjustitia, fr injustus unjust, fr in- + justus just] 

'ink /ingk/ n 1 a colour^ liquid used for writing and printing 2 the black 
secretion of a squid or similar cephalopod mollusc that hides it from a 
predator or prey [ME enke, fr OF, fr LL encaustum, fr neut of L 
encaustus burned in, fr Gk enkaustos, verbal of enkaiein to bum in - more 
at encaustic] - inky adj 
’Ink vt to apply ink to 
inkblot test /ingkblot/ n rorschach test 


'ink ,csp n any of several toadstools whose cap melts into an inky fluid 
after the spores have matured 

inked /ingkt/ adj, AustrA NZ drunk, incapacitated - infml [ink (cheap 
wine), fr 'mk] 

''ink.horn /-.hawn/ n a small portable bottle (e g of horn) for holding 
ink 

’inkhorn adj ostentatiously pedantic < terms) 
inkling /ingkling/ n 1 a faint indication 2 a slight knowledge or vague 
idea [ME yngkiling, prob fr inclen to hint at, akin to OE inca suspicion, 
Lith ingis sluggard] 

'ink, stand /-.stand/ n a stand with fittings for holding ink and often 
pens 

‘ink, well /-.wel/ n a container (e g in a school desk) for ink 
Inlaid /in'Iayd/ adj 1 set into a surface in a decorative design (^tables with 
^ marble) 2 decorated with a design or matenal set into a surface <a 
table with an ^ top) 

'inland /in.land. -bnd/ adv or n (into or towards) the intenor part of a 
country 

’inland /'inbnd/ adj 1 of the intenor of a country 2 chiefly Br not foreign, 
domestic 

inlander /'mbnda/ n one who lives inland 

, Inland 'Revenue n the government department responsible for collect- 
ing taxes in Bntain 

'in-,iaw n a relative by mamage - infml (^all her ^s turned up) 
[back formation fr mother-in-law, etc] 

'inlay /in'lay/ vt inlaid /-layd/ 1 to set into a surface or ground matenal 
for decoration or reinforcement 2 to decorate with inlaid matenal 
’inlay /'inlay/ n 1 inlaid work or a decorative inlaid pattern 2 a dental 
filling shaped to fit a cavity 

inlet /'inlet, -lit/ n 1 a (long and narrow) recess in a shoreline or a water 
passage between 2 land areas 2 a means of entry, esp an opening for intake 
<a fuel -’) [fr its letting water in] 

inlier /'in.lic a/ n an outcrop of rock surrounded by rock of younger age 
['in + -Her (as in outlier)] 

in loco parentis /in .lohkoh ps'rentis/ adv in the place of and esp 
having the responsibilities of a parent [L] 

' inly /'inh/ adv inwardly, intimately - poetic 
inmate /'mmayt/ n any of a group occupyinf^'a place of residence, esp 
a pnson or hospital 

in mediae res /in .meedias 'rayz/adv in or into the middle of a narrative 
or plot [L, lit , into the middle of things] 
in memoriam /,in mi'mawn-sm, -am/ prep in memory of [L] 
inmost /'inmohst/ adj 1 furthest within 2 most intimate [ME, fr OE 
innemest, superl of inne, adv, in, within, fr in, adv] 
inn /in/ n la an establishment (e g a small hotel) providing lodging and 
food, esp for travellers b pubi ir house 2 a residence formerly provided 
for students in London [ME, fr OE; akin to ON mni dwelling, inn, OE 
in, adv] 

innards /'in^dz/ npl \ the internal organs of a human being or animal, 
esp the viscera 2 the internal part.s of a structure or mechanism USE 
infml [alter, of inwards] 

innate /I'nayt/ adj la existing in or belonging to an individual from birth 
b inherent c onginating in the intellect 2 enikkiENOUs 2 [ME innat, fr 
L innatus, pp of innasci to be bom in, fr in- + nasci to be bom - more 
at nation] - innately adv, Innatencss n 

inner /'ina/ adj la situated within; internal <ai] ^ chamber) b situated 
near to a centre, esp of influence <an ctrde of government ministers) 

2 of the mind or soul <fhe life of man) JME, fr OE innera, compar 
of inne within - more at inmost] - inner n, innermost adj 
inner city n a usu older and more densely populated central section of 
a city; esp such an area charactenzed by social problems - inner-city 

inner ear n the innermost part of the ear bom which sound waves are 
transmitted to the brain as nerve impulses nerve 
.inner 'light n, often cap lAL a divine influence held, esp in Quaker 
doctrine, to enlighten and guide the soul 
inner man n 1 the soul, muid 2 the stomach, appetite 
inner planet n any of the planets Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars that 
as a group have orbits nearer the sun than the outer planets 
inner apace n space at or near the earth’s surface or under the sea 
'inner .tube n an inflatable tube inside the casing of a pneumatic tyre 
innervate /inavayt/ vt to supply with nerves - innerration 
/-'vay8h(9)n/ n 

Inning /ining/ n a baseball team's turn at batting or a division of a 
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baseball game consisting of a turn at batting for each team [Un t 

'inninOB n, pi innings la any of the alternating divisions of a cncket 
match during which one side bats and the other bowls b the (runs scored 
in or quality of the) turn of 1 player to bat c an unplayed innings of a 
side < won by an and 32 runs} 2a a penod m which sby has opportunity 
for action or achievements b chudly Br the duration of sby’s life </>e had 
a good -> 

innkeeper /'in, keeps/ n the landlord of an inn 
innocent An3s(3)nt/ adj la free from guilt or sin, pure b harmless in 
effect or intention <an ~ conversation'^ c free from legal guilt 2 lacking 
or deprived of sthg <a face ^ of make-upy 3a artless, ingenuous b 
Ignorant, unaware [ME, fr MF. fr L innocent-, innocens, fr in- ^ nocent-, 
nocens wicked, fr prp of nocere to harm - more at noxious) - innocence, 
innocency n, innocent n, innocently adv 
innocuous /I'nokyoo-os/ adj 1 having no harmful efTecls 2 inoffensive, 
insipid [L innocuus, fr m- + nocere] - innocuously adv, innocuous- 
ness n 

innominate /I'nominot/ adj having no name; also anonymous - chiefly 
fml [LL innominatus, fr L in- « nominatus, pp of nominate to nom- 
inate] 

innominate bone n the large bone composed of the ilium, ischium, and 
pubis that forms half of the pelvis in mammals, the hipbone 
~ innovate /mavayt/ vi to make changes, introduce sthg new (L inno- 
vatus, pp of innovare, fr in- + novus new - more at nfw] - innovative 
adj, innovator n, innovatory adj, innovation /-‘vayshColn/ n 
,lnn8 of 'Court n pi (4 buiMings housing) 4 societies of students and 
barristers in Lxindon which have the exclusive nght of admission to the 
English Bar 

innuendo ^Muyottefidoh/ n, pi innuendos, innuendoes an oblique allu- 
sion. esp a veiled slight on sby's character or reputation [L. by hinting, 
fr innuere to hint, fr in- nuere to nod - more at numln] 
innumerable /I'nyoohmarohl/ adj countless (ME, fr L innumerabilis, 
fr in- I numerabilis numerable] - innumerably adv 
innumerate /I'nyoohmarot/ adj, Br lacking understanding of the math- 
ematical approach, not numerate - innumerate n, innumeracy n 
inobservance /.mab'zuh vans/ n I lack of attention 2 failure to observe 
a custom, rule, etc [F & L, F, fr L inobservantia, fr in- f observantia 
observance] - inobservant adj 

inoculate /I'nokyoolayt/ vt la to introduce a microorganism into <.^ 
mice with anthrax) b to introduce (e g a microorganism) into a culture, 
animal, etc for growth c vaccinate 2 2 to imbue [ME inoculaten to 
insert a bud in a plant, fr L moculatus, pp of inoculate, fr in- + oculus 
eye, bud - more at fye] - inoculative /-laytiv/ adj, inoculator n, 
inoculation /-‘laysh(a)n/ n 

inoculum /I'nokyoobm/n, pi inocula Ab/ matenal used for intKulation 
[NL, fr L inoculate] 

,in-'off n the potting of one ball after it has touched another in billiards, 
snooker, etc [fr the phrase in off (the red ball or the white ball)] 
inoffenaive /.ina'fensiv/ adj 1 not causing any harm, innocuous 2 not 
objectionable to the senses - inoffensively adv, inoffensiveness n 
inoperable /in'op(d)rabl/ adj 1 not suitable for surgery 2 impracticable 
[prob fr F inoperable] 

inoperative /in'op(a)rativ/ adj not functioning; having no eflect 
inopportune /,inopo'tyoohn/ adj inconvenient, unseasonable [L inop- 
portunus, fr in- ^ opjxirtunus opportune] - inopportunely adv, inoppor- 
tuneness n 

In 'order that conj that 2(1) 

inordinate /in'awdinot/ adj exceeding reasonable limits [ME inordinat, 
fr L inordmatus, fr in- 4 ordinatus, pp of ordmare to put in orde* <rrangc 
- more at ordain] ~ inordinately adv 

inorganic Amaw'gamk/ adj la being or composed of matter other than 
plant or animal; mineral b of, being, or dealt with by a branch of 
chemistry concerned with inorganic subsunces 2 not ansing through 
natural growth - inorganically adv 

inosculate /i'noskyoolayt/ vb to unite by apposition or contact, blend 
[deriv of L osculate to provide with a mouth or outlet, fr osculum, dim, 
of os mouth] - inosculation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

Inotropic /,icna'trohpik, .eena-, -'iropik/ adj of or mnuenemg the force 
of contraction of heart muscle fISV mo- (fr Gk in-, is smew) + 
-tropic] 

inpatient /‘in.paysh(a)nt/ #i a hospital patient who receives lodging and 
food as well as treatment > compare oui patient 
'input /'inpoot/ ii la an amount coming or put in b sthg (e g energy, 
material, or data) supplied to a machine or system c a component of 


production (e g land, labour, or raw materials) 2 the point at which an 
input (e g of energy, matenal, or data) is made 
*inj^t vt -tt- to enter (e g data) into a computer or data-processing system 

-J COMPUTER 

inquest /'in(g)kwest/ n 1 a judicial inquiry, esp by a coroner, into the 
cause of a death 2 an inquiry or investigation, esp into sthg that has failed 
(ME. fr OF enqueste, fr (assumed) VL inquaestus, pp of inquaerere to 
inquire] 

inquietude /in'kwie-atyoohd/ n uneasiness, restlessness [ME, fr MF or 
LL. MF, fr LL inquietude, fr L inquietus disturbed, fr in- ^ quietus 
quiet] 

inquiline /'inkwilien/ n an animal (e g the cuckoo) that fives habitually 
in the abode of some other species [L inquilinus tenant, lodger, fr in- 4 
colere to cultivate, dwell - more at whefl] - inquiline adj, inquiliniaai 
/-liniz(a)m/ n, inquilinous /-'lienas/ adj 

inquire /in'kwiea/ vt to ask about, ask to be told ^vi 1 to seek 
information by questioning 2 to make a search or inquiry [ME enquiren, 
fr OF enquerre, fr (assumed) VL inquaerere, alter, of L inquirere, fr in- 
t quaerere to seek] - inquirer n, inquiringly adv - inquire after to ask 
about the health of 

inquiry /in‘kwie-an/ n 1 a request for information 2 a systematic 
investigation 

in'quiry .agent n. Br private detfctive 

inquisition /,inkwi'zish(3)n/ n 1 the act of mquinng 2 a judicial or 
ofTiciai inquiry 3a cap a former Roman Catholic tnbunal for the discov- 
ery and punishment of heresy b a ruthless investigation or examination 
[ME inquisicioun, fr MF inquisition, fr L inquisition-, inquisitio, fr 
inquisitus, pp of inquirere] - inquisitional adj 

inquisitive /m'kwizativ/ adj 1 eager for knowledge or understanding 2 
fond of making inquines; esp unduly cunous about the affairs of others 

- inquisitively adv, inquisitiveness n 

inquisitor /m'kwiziia/ n one who inquires or conducts an inquisition 
(harshly or with hostility) 

inquisitorial /m.kwizriawn al/acO of a system of cnminal procedure in 
which the judge is also the prosecutor - compare accusatorial - 
inquisitorially adv 

in re /m 'ray/ prep in the matter of [L] 

inroad /’in.rohd/ n I a raid 2 a senous or forcible encroachment or 
advance (an illness made —s on his savings) 
inrush /'in, rush/ n a crowding or flooding in 
insalubrious /.ins3'l(y)oohbn as/ adj unhealthy <a/i climate) [L 
insalubns, fr in- « salubns healthful - more at saff] ~ insalubriously adv, 
insalubrity n 

,ins and 'outs n pi charactenstic peculianties and complexities, ramifi- 
cations 

insane /in'sayn/ adj 1 mentally disordered, exhibiting insanity 2 typical 
of 'f intended for insane people (an ^ asylum) 3 utterly absurd [L 
msanus, fr in- 4 sanus sane] - insanely adv, insanity /in'sanati/ n 
insanitary /in'sanit(a)n/ adj unclean enough to endanger health; filthy, 
contaminated 

insatiable /in'saysh(y)abl/ adj incapable of being satisfied (ME msaci- 
able, fr MF, fr L insatiabilis, fr in- -f satiate to satisfy - more at satiate] 

- insatiably adv, insatiability /-'bibti/ n 
insatiate /m'sayshi at/ adj insatiable 

inscape Anskayp/ n a unity perceived in natural objects that is expressed 
m literature [m- f -scape (as in landscape)] 

inscribe /in'skneb/ vr la to wnte, engrave, or pnnt (as a lasting record) 
b to enter on a list, enrol 2 to address or dedicate to sby, esp by a 
handwntten note 3 to draw within a figure so as to touch at as many 
points as possible (a regular polygon ^d i/i a circle) [L inscnbere, fr in- 
4 senbere to wnte - more at scribe] - inscriber n 
inscription /in'sknpsh(3)n/ n la a title, supersenption b epigraph 2 
c I EGFND 2a 2 a handwntten dedication in a book or on a work of art 
3a the act of inscnbmg b the enrolment of a name (as lO on a list [ME 
mscnpcioun, fr L inscription-, insenptio, fr inscnptus, pp of inscnbere] 

- inscriptional adj, inscriptive adj 

inscrutable /in'skroohtabl/ adj hard to interpret or understand; enig- 
matic [ME, fr LL mscrutabihs, fr L in- + scnitari to search - more at 
scRtrriNY] - inscniubleness n, Inicnitably adv, inaemtabiUty 
/-ta'bilati/ n 

insect Amsekt/ n 1 any of a class of arthropods with a well-defined head, 
thorax, and abdomen, only 3 pain of legs, and typically 1 or 2 pairs of 
wings 2 any of vanous small invertebrate aniinals (eg woodlice and 
spiders) - not used technically 3 a worthless or insignificant person [L 
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inaectum, fr neut of insectua, pp of insecure to cut into, fr in- ^ secure to 
cut - more at 'saw] 

intectarium /onsek'teari-om/ n, pi inaectariums, inaectaria /-ri-a/ an 
insectary 

Inaactary /in'sektari/ n a place where insects are kept or reared 
inaacticida /in'sektisied/ n sthg that destroys insects [ISV] - insecti- 
cidal /-'siedl/ udj 

inaactivora /in'sekti,vaw/ n 1 any of an order of mammals including 
moles, shrews, and hedgehogs that are mostly small, nocturnal, and eat 
insects 2 an insect-eating plant or animal food [deriv of L 
ittsectum + -vorus -vorous] 

inaacura /.insi'kyooo/ udj 1 lacking adequate protection or guarantee 
<an ^ Joby 2 not firmly fixed or supported Ohe hinge m > 3a not stable 
or well-adjusted ^an mama^y b deficient in assurance; beset by fear 
and anxiety [ML insecunis, fr L in- 4- secunis secure] - insecurely udv, 
iaaecnrity n 

inaamlnata /in'seminayt/ vr Isow lb, Ic 2 to introduce semen into the 
genital tract of (a female) [L mseminutus, pp of inseminure, fr in* t- 
semitt-, semen seed - more at semen] - Inseminator n, insemination 
/-'naysh(a)n/ n 

inaanaata /in'sensayt, -sot/ udj 1 insentient 2 lacking in human feeling 
[LL msensutus, fr L in- ^ LL sensutus having sense, fr L sensus sense] 

- iascnsately udv 

inaanaibla /in'sensabl/ adj 1 incapable or bereft of feeling or sensation 
e g a having lost consciousness b lacking or depnved of sensory percep- 
tion to puiny 2 incapable of being felt or sensed 3 lacking concern 
or awareness [ME, fr MF & L; MF, fr L insensibilis, fr in- -t- sensibilis 
sensible] - insensibly udv, insensibility /-saliibti/ n 
inaanaitiva /in'sensativ/ udj 1 lacking the ability to respond to or 
sympathize with the needs or feelings of others 2 not physically or 
chemically sensitive to lighty - insensitively udv. Insensitiveness, 
insensitivity A'tivati/ n 

inaantiant /in'senshi ant/ adj not endowed with the capacity to perceive 

> insenticnce n 

inaaparabla /in'sep(9)rabl/ udj incapable of being separated [ME, fr L 
insepunbilis, fr in- + sepanbilis separable] - inseparable n, inseparably 
udv, Inseparability /•ra'bibti/ n 

Mnaart /m'zuht, -'suht/ vt 1 to put or thrust in a coin in a slot 
macbiney 2 to put or introduce into the body of sthg an advertise- 
ment in a newspapery 3 to set in and make fast; esp to insert by sewing 
between 2 cut edges ^ vi , of a muscle to be in attachment to a specifiecf 
part (^muscles on boney [L insertus, pp of inSerere, fr in- + serere to 
join > more at series] - inserter n 
*fnaart /*-/ n sthg (esp wntten or pnnted) inserted 
inaartion /in'zuhsh(3)n, -'suh-/ n 1 the mode or place of attachment of 
an organ or part 2 embroidery or needlework inserted as ornament 
between 2 pieces of fabnc 3 a single appearance of an advertisement (e g 
in a newspaper) ['insert + -jon] - inscrtional adj 
.In-'tarvica udj, of training undertaken in mid-career 
Mnsat Ainset/ n sthg set in: e g a a small illustration set within a larger 
one b a piece of cloth set into a garment for decoration, shaping, etc 
vt -tt-; inset, insetted to insert as an inset 
inshore /m'shaw/ adj or udv (near or moving) towards the shore 
Mnsids /in'sied/ n 1 an inner side or surface 2a an intenor or internal part 
(fire destroyed the of the housey b inward nature, thoughts, or feeling 

c the middle or mam part of a division of time <f/ie of a weeky d 
viscera, entrails - usu pi with sing meaning 3 a position of confidence 
or of access to confidential information 4 the middle portion of a playing 
area 5 the side of a pavement nearer the wall 
’insids 1 of, on, near, or towards the inside <an toilety 2 of or being 
the inner side of a curve or being near the side of the road nearest the kerb 
or hard shoulder (driving on the laney 
Hnsid# prep la in or into the interior of b on the inner side of 2 within 
an houry 

*insld* adv 1 to or on the inner side 2 in or into the interior 3 indoors 
4 chiefly Brin or into prison - slang 

inside Job n a crime, esp a robbery, committed by or with the help of 
iby associated with (e g employed by) the victim - infml 
,lneide-1eft n an attackingjdayer to the left of the centre-forward in a 
traditional soccer lineup sport 

fn'eide of prep 1 in less time than 2 chiefly NAm inside USE infml 
.ineide 'out u^ 1 with the inner surface on the outside (turned his socks 
2 in a very thorough manner - infml (knows his subject 
InMer /in'sidda/ n sby recognized or accepted as a member of a group, 


category, or organization; esp one who has access to confidential informa- 
tion or IS in a position of power 

.innide-'right n an attackingjilayer to the nght of the centre-forward in 
a traditional soccer lineup sport 
inside track n the inner lane of a curved racetrack 
insidious /in'sidi-as/ adj 1 harmful but enticing 2a acting gradually and 
imperceptibly but with grave consequences b of a disease developing so 
gradually as to be well established ^fore becoming apparent [L insidi- 
osus, fr insidiae ambush, fr insidere to sit in, sit on, fr in- + sedere to sit 

- more at sit] - insidiously adv, insidiousness n 

insight /'in,siet/ n the power of or an act or result of discerning the true 
or underlying nature of sthg - insightful adj 

insigne /m'signi/ n, pi insignia /in'signi a/ a badge of authonty or 
honour [L, mark, badge, fr neut of insignis marked, distinguished, fr in- 
> signum mark, sign] 

insignia /m'sigm-a/ n pi in constr, pi insignia, insignias badges of 
authonty or honour - sometimes treated as sing in American English 
insignificant /.msig'nifikant/ adj 1 lacking meaning or import, 
inconsequential 2 very small in size, amount, or number - insignificance, 
insignificancy n, insignificantly adv 

insincere /.msm'sia/ adj hypocritical [L msincerus, fr in- * sincervs 
sincere] - insincerely adv, insincerity /-'serati/ n 
insinuate /in'sinyoo,ayt/ vt 1 to introduce (an idea) or suggest (sthg 
unpleasant) in a subtle or oblique manner 2 to gam acceptance for (e g 
oneself) by craft or stealth [L insinuatu^, pp of insinuare, fr in- + sinuare 
to bend, curve, fr sinus curve] - insinuative adj, insinuator n 
insinuation /in,sinyoo‘aysh(3)n/ n a sly and usu derogatory reference 
[insinuate + -ion] 

insipid /in'sipid/ adj 1 devoid of any definite flavour 2 devoid of 
interesting or stimulating qualities [F & LL, F insipide, fr LL insipidus, 
fr L in- + sapidus savoury, fr safiere to taste - more at sagf] - insipidly 
adv, insipidity /-si'pidati/ n 

insist /in'sist/ vi 1 to take a resolute stand 2 to place great emphasis or 
importance on sthg vt to maintain persistently [MF or L, MF insister, 
fr L insistere to stand upon, persist, fr in- « sistere to stand, akin to L 
stare to stand - more at stand] 

insistent /in'sist(9)nt/ adj 1 insisting forcefully or repeatedly, emphatic 
2 demanding attention [L insistent-, insistens, prp of insistere] ~ insist- 
ence n, insistently adv 

in situ /in 'sityooh/ adv or adj in the natural or original position [L, in 
position] 

insobriety /.insa'bne ati/ n intemperance, esp in dnnking 
.inso'far as /insa'fah, insohTah/ conj to the extent or degree that (I’ll 
help you ^ I cany 

insolation /,insa'laysh(a)n/ n solar radiation that has been received on 
a given surface [F or L, F, exposure to the sun, fr MF, fr L insolation-, 
insolatio, fr insolatus, pp of insolare to place in the sunlight, fr in- + sol 
sun - more at 'solar] 

insole /'in,sohl/ n 1 an inside sole of a shoe 2 a stnp the shape of the 
sole that is placed inside a shoe for warmth or comfort 
insolent /'inssbnt/ adj showing disrespectful rudeness; impudent [ME, 
fr L insolent-, insolens] akin to L insolescere to grow haughty] - insolence 
n, insolently adv 

insoluble /in'solyoobl/ adj 1 having or admitting of no solution or 
explanation 2 (practically) incapable of being dissolved in liquid [ME 
insolible, fr L insolubilis, fr in- 4 solvere to free, dissolve - more at solvf] 

- insoluble n, insolubleness n, insolubly adv, insolubility /-'bibti/ n 
insolvable /in'solvabi/ adj, chiefly NAm impossible to solve (an appar- 
ently ~ problemy - insolvably adv 

insolvent /in'solvant/ adj 1 unable to pay debts as they fall due; specif 
having liabilities in excess of the value of aiaets held 2 relating to or for 
the relief of insolvents - Insolvency n, insijlvent n 
Insomnia /in'somni o/ n prolonged (abijiormal) inability to obtain 
adequate sleep [L, fr insomnis sleepless, fr ki- -t- somnus sleep - more at 
somnolent] - insomniac /-ak/ adj or n 

inso'much that /insa'much, insoh'much/ conj to such a degree that 
insouciance /in'soohsyans (Fr Fsuisjais)/ii lighthearted unconcern [F, 
fr in- + soucier to trouble, disturb, fr L sollicitare] - insouciant adj, 
insoiikiantly adv 

inspetrt /in'spekt/ vt 1 to examine closely and critically; scrutinize 2 to 
view or examine oflicially [L inspectus, pp of inspicere, fr in- + specere 
to look - more at spy] - inspection n, inspective adj 
inspector /in'spekto/ n a police officer ranking immediately above a 
sergeant [inspect 4 - '-or] - Inspectorate /-rot/ n, Inspectonhip n 
inspiration /.inspi'raysh(a)n/ o la a divine influence or action on a 
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person which qualifies him/her to receive and communicate sacred 
revelation b the action or power of stimulating the intellect or emotions 
2 the drawing of air into the lungs 3a being inspired b an inspired idea 
</Ve had an -- , let’s go to the seaside^ A an inspinng agent or influence 
- inspirational adj, inspirationally adv. Inspiratory adj 
inspirator /inspi.rayto/ n an injector, respirator, etc by which gas, 
vapour, etc is drawn in [inspire + -ator] 

inspire /in'spie-a/ vt 1 to inhale 2a to influence or guide by divine 
inspiration b to exert an animating or exalting influence on <was 
particularly ^6 by the Impressionists^ <inspiring music") c to act as a 
stimulus for (^threats don’t necessarily ^ people to work harder) (^music 
by a trip to Venice) d to affect - usu ♦ with (^seeing the old room 
again ^ d him with nostalgia) 3 to communicate to an agent supernatu- 
rally iwntings by God) ^ vt to breathe in [ME inspiren, fr MF & 
L; MF inspirer, fr L inspirare to blow or breathe upon, fr in- + spirare 
to breathe - more at spirii] ~ inspirer n 

in'spired adj outstanding or bnlliant in a way that suggests divine 
inspiration (jgave an ^ rendering of the piano sonata) 
inspirit /in'spmt/ vt to animate, encourage 

inspissats /m'spisayt/ vt to make thick or thicker, esp by condensation 
[LL inspissatus, pp of inspissare^ fr L in- ♦ spissare to thicken, fr spissus 
thick; akin to Gk spidios extended. L spatium space] - inspissation 
/-'saysh(a)n/ n 

instability /.insta'bibti/ n lack of (emotional or mental) stability 
install /in'stawl/ vt 1 to induct into an office, rank, or order, esp with 
ceremonies or formalities <--ed the new department chairman} 2 to 
establish in a specified place, condition, or status 3 to place in usu 
permanent position for use or service <Aad a shower ^ cd in the bath- 
room) [MF installer, fr ML installare, fr L in- + ML stallum stall, fr 
OHG staff - installer n 

installation /,insta'laysh(a)n/ n 1 a device, apparatus, or piece of 
machinery fixed or fitted in place to perform some specified function <a 
new gas central-heating 2 a military base or establishment <t/S 
in Europe) [insiaii. -» -ation] 

instalment, NAm chiefly installment /in'slawlmant/ n 1 any of the 
parts into which a debt is divided when payment is made at intervals 2a 
any of several parts (e g of a publication) presented at intervals b a single 
part of a serial story [alter of earlier estallment payment by instalment, 
denv of OF estaler to place, fix, frestal place, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG 
stal place, stall] 

'instance /’inst(3)ns/ n I an example cited as an illustration or proof 2 
the institution of a legal action <a court of first > 3 a situation viewed 

as 1 stage in a process or senes of events (jirefers, in this to remain 
anonymous - TLS) 4 a solicitation, request - fml <a/n writing to you at 
the ~ of my client) [ME instaunce, fr MF instance act of urging, motive, 
instant, fr L instantia presence, urgency, fr instant-, instans] - for instance 
as an example 

'instance vt I to exemplify by an instance 2 to put forward as a case or 
example, cite 

instancy /'in$t(a)nsi/ n urgency, insistence 

'instant /'inst(a)n(/ n I an infinitesimal space of time, esp a point in time 
separating 2 states (at the ^ of death) 2 the present or current month 
[ME, fr ML instant-, instans, fr instant-, instans, adj, instant, fr L] 
'instant adj la present, current (previous felonies not related to the ^ 
enme) b of or occurring in the present month - used in commercial 
communications 2 immediate (the play was an ^ success) 3a(l) 
premixed or precooked for easy final preparation mashed potatoes) 
(2) appearing (as iQ m ready-to-use form (updating your image with ^ 
beards, moustaches, and sideburns - Playboy) b immediately soluble in 
water coffee) 4 demanding, urgent - fml [ME, fr MF Of 1 ; MF, fr 
L instant-, instans, fr prp of instare to stand upon, urge, fr in- stare to 
stand - more at stand] 

Instantaneous /,inst(a)n'tayni-as/ adj 1 done, occumng, or acting in 
an instant or instantly; immediate 3 (death was ^) 2 occurring or 
present at a particular instant velocity) [ML insfan/aiteus, fr ins/anf-, 
instans, n] - instantaneously adv, instantaneousness, instantaneity 
/.insunto'nayati, -'nee-ati/ n 

instanter /in'stanta/ adv instantly - fml [ML, fr L, earnestly, vehe- 
mently, fr instant-, instans] 

instantiate /m'stanshiayt/ vt to represent (an abstraction) by a concrete 
instance - instantiation /-*aysh(a)n/ n 
Instantly /'inst(a)ntli/ adv immediately; at once 
instar /'in.stah/ n (an insect or similar arthropod m) a (particular) stage 
between successive moults [NL, fr L, equivalent, figure, akin to L instate 
to stand upon] 


instate /m'stayt/ vt to set or establish m a rank or office 
instauration /.mstaw'raysh(a)n/ n restoration after decay or a lapse - 
fml [L instauration-, instauratio, fr instauratus, pp of instaurare to renew, 
restore - more at store] 

instead /in'sted/ adv as a substitute or alternative (was going to write 
but called '^)(sent his son - compare stead 
in'stead of prep as a substitute for or alternative to [ME in sted of] 
instep /'mfitep/ n 1 (the upper surface oQ the arched middle portion of 
the human foot 2 the part of a shoe or stocking over the instep [perh fr 
in step] 

instigate /instigayt/ vt 1 to goad or urge forwards; provoke, incite 2 
to initiate (a course of action or procedure, e g a legal ihvestigation) [L 
instigatus, pp of instigate - more at ’stick] - instigator n, Instigntion 
/-'gaysh(3)n/ n 

instil, NAm chiefly inatiU /in'stil/ vt -U- 1 to cause to enter drop by drop 
medication into the infected eye) 2 to impart gradually <'^ling in 
children a love of learning) - + in or into [MF & L, MF instiller, fr L 
instillarc, fr in- * stillare to dnp, tnckle > more at distil] - instillnent, 
instillation /,instriaysh(3)n/ n 

'instinct /'instingkt/ n 1 a natural or inherent aptitude, impulse, or 
capacity (had an for the right word) 2 (a largely inhentable tendency 
of an organism to make a complex and specific) response to environmental 
stimuli without involving reason [ME, fr L mstinctus impulse, fr instinc- 
tus, pp of instinguere to incite; akin to L instigate to instigate] - instinctive 
adj, instinctively adv, instinctual adj 
'instinct adj imbued, infused - fml with patriotism) 

'institute /'instityooht/ vt 1 to instate 2 to onginate and establish; 
inaugurate < d many social reforms) [ME instituten, fr L institutus, pp 
of instituere, fr in- i statuere to set up - more at statute] 

'institute n sthg instituted e g a(1) an elementary pnnciple recognized 
as authontative (2) pi a (legal) compendium b (the premises used by) an 
organization for the promotion of a cause (an ^ for the blind) c an 
educational institution 

institute of education n, often cap lAE any of 20 institutions that 
oversee teacher training in England and Wales 
institution /,in$ti'tyoohsh(3)n/ n 1 an established practice in a culture 
(the ^ ofmamage); also a familiar object 2 an established organization 
or (public) body (eg a university or hospital) ['iNsrnuTE + -ion] - 
institutional adj 

institutionalism /m5ti'tyoohsh(a)nl.iz(3)m/ n emphasis on organiza- 
tion (c g in religion) at the expense of other factors 
institutionaMze, >ise /instrtyoohsh(a)ni 4 ez/ vt 1 to make into an 
institution <-^d phrases) 2a to put or keep in an institution b to allow 
to acquire personality traits typical of people in an institution - iuititn- 
tiouaiization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

instruct /in'stnikt/ vt 1 to teach 2a to direct authoritatively b com- 
mand 1 3 to engage (a lawyer, speaf a barrister) for a case [ME 
instructen, fr L instnictus, pp of instruere, fr in- -*■ struere to build - more 
at siruciure] 

instruction /in'struksh(3)n/ n la order 7b, command I - often pi 
with sing meaning (had ^ s not to admit strangers) b pi an outline or 
manual of technical procedure c a code that tells a computer to perform 
a particular operation 2 teaching - instructional adj 
Instructive /in'struktiv/ adj carrying a lesson; enlightening - inatrve- 
lively adv, instnictiveness n 

instructor /in'strukta/, fern instructress /-tns/ n a teacher, e g a a 
teacher of a technical or practical subject (a swimming > b NAm a 
college teacher below prolessonal rank [instruct -v ’-or] - inatmetor- 
ship n 

'instrument /instramant/ n la a means whereby sthg ts achieved, 
performed, or furthered b a dupe; tool 3 2 an implement, tool, or device 
designed esp for delicate work or measurement (scientific s> 3 a device 
used to produce music 4 a formal legal document 5 an electrical or 
mechanical device used in navigating an aircraft [ME, fr L instrumen- 
tum, fr instruere to arrange, instruct] 

'instrument vt to orchestrate 

'instrumental /.mstra'mentl/ adj la serving as an instrument, means, 
agent, or tool (was in organizing the strike) b of or done with an 
instrument or tool 2 relating to, composed for, or performed on a musical 
instrument 3 of or bang a grammatical case or form expressmg means 
or agency - Inatninientally adv 

'instrumental n a musical composition or passage for mstrumenU but 
not voice 

instrumentalist /.instra'mentlist/ n a player on a musical instru- 
ment 



ins 


514 


Instrumentality /.instrsmentabti/ n a means, agency ['instrumen- 
tal + -ityJ 

Instrumentation /,instr3man'taysh(3)n, -menV n the arrangement or 
composition of music for instruments 

'instrument .panel n a panel on which instruments are mounted; esp 
a dashboard 

Insubordinate /.insa'bawdinat/ adj unwilling to submit to authonty - 
Innibordinately adv. Insubordination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
insubstantial /.insab'stanshfa)!/ adj 1 lacking substance or matenal 
nature; unreal 2 lacking firmness or solidity; flimsy [prob fr F msubstan- 
tie/, fr LL insubstantialis, fr L in- + LL substantiahs substantial] - 
ininbalaatlality Ashralati/ n 

insufferable /in'suf(a)r3bl/ adj intolerable <a/i ^ borey - insufferably 
adv 

insufficiency / 4 nsa'rish(a)nsi/ n being insufficient; spectf inability of an 
organ or body part (e g the heart or kidneys) to function normally 
insufficient /.insa'rish(d)nt/a4t defiaent in power, capacity, or compet- 
ence [ME, fr MF, fr LL insufficient-, insufficiens, fr L in- v sufficient-, 
sufficiens sufRcient] - insufficiently adv 

insufflate /'insu.flayt/ W 1 to blow on or into 2 to blow (e g a powder 
or gas), esp into a cavity USE fml [LL insufflatus, pp of insufflare, fr L 
rn* + sufflare to blow up, fr sub- up flare to blow - more at sub-, 'blow] 

- insufflator n, insufflation /-'flaysh(3)n/ n 

insular /*insyoob/ adj 1 of or being an island 2a of island people b that 
results (as if) from lack of contact with other peoples or cultures, 
narrow-minded 3 of an island of cells or tissue [LL insulans, fr L insula 
island] - insularism n. insularly adv, insularity /-'larati/ n 
insulate /"insyoolayt/ vt to place in a detached situation, esp to separate 
from conducting bodies by means of nonconductors so as to prevent 
transfer of electncity, heat, or sound [L msula island] 
insulation /.insyoo‘laysh(d)n/ n 1 insulating or being insulated 
ENERGY 2 matenal us<k1 in insulating [insulate + -ion] 
insulator Ansyoo.layta/ n (a device made from) a matenal that is a poor 
conductor of electncity and is used for separating or supporting conduc- 
tors to prevent undesired flow of electncity [insulate 4 '-or] 
insulin Ansyoojin/ n a protein pancreatic hormone secreted by the islets 
of Langerhans that is essential esp for the metabolism of carlxihydrates 
and is used in the treatment of diabetes mellitas [NL insula islet (of 
Langerhans). fr L, island] 

'insult /in'sult/ vt to treat with insolence, indignity, or contempt; also to 
cause offence or damage to (^arguments that ^ the reader’s intelligence}, 
[MF or L; MF insulter, fr L insuftare, lit., to sprung upon, fr in- -t saJtare 
to leap - more at saltire] - insultingly adv 
^Insult Ansult/ n 1 an act of insulting, sthg that insults 2 (sthg that 
causes) injury to the body or 1 of its parts (pollution and other environ- 
mental s> 

insuperable /in's(y)oohpr3bl/ adj incapable of being surmounted, over- 
come, or passed over difficulties} [ME, fr MF & L; MF, fr L 
insuperabilis, fr in- + superare to surmount, fr super over - more at ovfr] 

- lumperably adv 

insupportable /.msa'pawtabl/ adj 1 unendurable pain} 2 
incapable of being sustained charges} [MF or LL, MF, fr LL 
insupportabilis, fr L in- supportare to support] - insupportably adv 
insurance /in'shooorans, -'shaw-/ n 1 insunng or being insured 2a the 
business of insunng people or property b (the protection offered by) a 
contract whereby one party undertakes to indemnify or guarantee another 
against loss by a particular contingency or nsk c(l) the premium 
demanded under such a contract (2) the sum for which ^thg is 
insured 

insura /in'shooo, in'shaw/ vr 1 to give, take, or procure insurance on or 
for 2 chiefly NAm to ensure ~ vi to contract to give or take insurance, 
specif to underwrite [ME insuren, prob alter, of assuren to assure] - 
inmrablc adj, insurer n 

in'surad n, pi insured sby whose life or property is insured 
insurgent /in'suhj(a)nt/ n a rebel [L insurgent-, insurgens, prp of 
insurgere to nse up, fr in- -t- surgere to rise - more at surge] - insurgence, 
Imurgency n, Inevrgent adj 

insurmountable /.insa'mowntabl/ adj insuperable problems} - 
InsumMHUitably adv 

Insurrection / 4 nsa'reksh(a)n/ n (a) revolt against civil authority or 
established government [ME, fr MF, fr LL insurrection-, msurrectio, fr 
insurrectus, pp of insurgere] - lasiirrectional adj, insurrectionary adj or 
n, insarrectioiiist n 

inawing An,8wing/ n the swing of a bowled cricket ball from the off to 
the leg side r compare outswino - inswtnger n 


intact /in'takt/ adj 1 untouched, esp by anything that harms or dim- 
inishes; whole, uninjured 2a being a virgin b not castrated [ME intacte, 
fr L intactus, fr in- + tactus, pp of tangere to touch - more at tan- 
gent] 

intaglio /in'tahlioh/ n, pi intaglios ta (the act or process of producing) 
an incised or engraved design made in hard material, esp stone, and sunk 
below the surface of the matenal b pnnting done from a plate engraved 
in intaglio 2 sthg (eg a gem) carved in intaglio [It, fr intagliare to 
engrave, cut, fr ML mtahare, fr L in- f LL taliare to cut - more at 
tailor] 

intake /'in.tayk/ /i 1 an opening through which liquid or gas enters an 
enclosure or system 2a a taking in b(l) sing or pi in constr an amount 
or number taken in (2) sthg taken in 
Intal /'intal/ trademark - used for sodium cromoglycate 
intangible /in'tanjabl/ n or adj (sthg) not tangible [adj F or ML; F. fr 
ML intangibilis, fr L in- + LL tangibilis tangible; n fr adj] - intangibly 
adv, intangibility /•ja'bibti/ n 

intarsia /m'tahsi a/ n inlaid mosaic work of wood [G, modif of It 
intarsio] 

Integer /mtija/ n the number 1 or any number (e g 6, 0, -23) obtainable 
by once or repeatedly adding I to or subtracting 1 from the number I [L, 
adj, whole, entire - more at entire] 

integrable /intigrabl/ adj capable of being integrated ~ integrabillty 
A’bibti/ n 

'integral /'intigral; esp in maths in'tegral/ adj la essential to complete- 
ness, constituent - chiefly in integral part b of a mathematical integer, 
integral, or integration c formed as a unit with another part 2 composed 
of integral parts 3 lacking nothing essential, whole - integrally adv, 
integrality /.inti'grabti/ n 

’integral n 1 a mathematical expression denoting a definite integral or an 
indefinite integral symbgl 2 a solution of a differential equation 
integral calculus n a branch of mathematics dealing with methods of 
finding indefinite integrals and with their applications (e g to the determi- 
nation of lengths, areas, and volumes and to the solution of differential 
equations) 

integrand /’inti, grand/ n a mathematical expression to be integrated [L 
mtegrandus, gerundive of mtegrare] 

integrate /'intigrayt/ vt 1 to form or bleniLiiito a whole 2a to combine 
together or with sthg else b to incorporate into a larger unit - usu into 
3 to find the integral of (e g a function or differential equation) 4 to end 
the segregation of or in vi 1 to become integrated 2 to calculate an 
integral [L mtegratus, pp of mtegrare, fr integr-, integer] - integrative 
adj 

.integrated 'circuit n an electronic circuit formed in or on a single tiny 
slice of semiconductor matenal (e g silicon) - Integrated circuitry n 
integration /,inti’graysh(3)n/ n la ending of segregation b coordina- 
tion of mental processes 2a the operation of finding a function whose 
differential is known b the operation of solving a differential equation 
[integrate + -ion] 

.inte'grationist /-ist/ n an advocate of social integration 
integrator /'mtigrayto/ n a device (e g in a computer) whose output 
corresponds to a mathematical integral [integrate ^ '-or] 
integrity /in'tcgrati/ n 1 an unimpaired condition 2 uncompromising 
adherence to a code of esp moral or artistic values 3 the quality or state 
of being complete or undivided <rAe ^ of the Empire was threatened} 
integument /in'tegyoomant/ n a skin, membrane, husk, or other 
covering or enclosure, esp of (part oQ a living organism [L integumen- 
tum, fr integere to cover, fr in- -i- tegere to cover - more at thatch] - 
integumental /-'mentl/ adj, integumentary A'ment(3)n/ adj 
intellect /'int(3)lekt/ n the capacity for inlelligent thought, esp when 
highly develop^ [ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr,l. intellectus, fr intellectus, 
pp of mtellegere to understand - more at iifTELLiGENT] 
intellection /4nt(3)reksh(a)n/ n thought, reasoning - Intellective adj 
'intellectual /jnt(a)rektyoo*a1, -chal/ adj It of the intellect b developed 
or chiefly guided by the intellect rather than by emotion or experience <a 
coldly ardst} 2 given to or requiring the use of the intellect - 
intelfectnalize vb, InteilectunUy adv, intelleetuality A'abti/ n 
’intellltctual n an intellectual person 

,jnteiractual.iam A,iz(a)m/ n (excessive) devotion to the exercise of 
intellect or to intellectual pursuits - intellectualist n 
Intelligence /intelij(3)ns/ n 1 the ability to learn, apply knowledge, or 
think abstractly, esp in allowing one to deal with new or trying situations; 
also the skilled use of intelligence or reason 2 the aa of understanding 
3a news; information 2a, c b (a group of people who gather) uiforma- 
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tion concerning an enemy [ME, fr MF, fr L mteihgentia, fr intelligent-, 
intelligens intelligent] 

Intelligence quotient n a number expressing the ratio of shy's 
intelligence as determined by a test to the average for his/her age 
Intelligencer /in'telij(a)nsa/ n a bnnger of news; reihjktfr b 
intelligence test n a test designed to determine relative mental 
capacity 

intelligent /in'telij(3)nt/ adj having or indicating esp high intelligence 
[L intelligent-, intelligens, prp of intelligere, intellegere to understand, fr 
inter- + legere to gather, select - more at lfgend) - Intelligently adv 
intelligentsia /in,teli'jentsi-a/ n sing or pi in constr the intellectuals who 
form an artistic, social, or political vanguard [Russ intelligentsiya, fr L 
intelligentia intelligence] 

intelligible /in'tehjabl/ adj 1 capable of being understood 2 able to be 
apprehended by the intellect only [ME, fr L intelligibilis, fr intelligere] 

- intelligibly adv, intelligibility /-ja'bibti/ n 
intemperance n 

intemperate /in'temp(a)r3t/ adj not temperate; esp going beyond the 
bounds of reasonable behaviour [ME mtemperat, fr L mtemperatus, fr in- 
+ temperatus, pp of temperare to temper] - intemperately adv, intemper- 
ateness n 

intend /in'tend/ vt 1 to mean, signify 2a to have in mind as a purpose 
or goal b to design for a specified use or future (jxxms ^ed /or reading 
aloud) [ME entenden, intenden, fr MF entendre to purpose, fr L 
mtendere to stretch out, to purpose, fr in- tendere to stretch - more at 
thin] 

intendant /in'tend(a)nt/ n an administrative ofTicial, esp under the 
French, Spanish, or Portuguese monarchies [F. fr MF, fr L mtendent-, 
intendens, prp of mtendere to intend, attend] 
in'tended*'!} one s future spouse (she was his '-) - infml 
intendment /in'tendmant/ n the true (legal) intention 
intense /m'tens/ adj la existing or occurnng in an extreme degree b 
having or showing a usual characteristic in, extreme degree 2 iNTFNSivEia 
3a feeling emotion deeply, esp by nature or temperament b deeply felt 
[ME, fr MF, fr L intensus, fr pp of mtendere to stretch out] - intensely 
adv, intenseness n 

intensif ier /m'tensi.fie a/ n a linguistic clement (e g very) that gives force 
or emphasis [intensify + ’-fr] 

intensify /m'tensi.fic/ vb to make or become (more) intense - intensifi- 
cation /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 

intension /in'tensh(3)n/ n 1 intensity 2 a connoution - intenalonal 
adj 

intensity /in'tensati/ n 1 extreme degree of strength, force, or energy 
2 the magnitude of force or energy per unit (e g of surface, charge, or 
mass) 3 saturation 1 [intense 4 -ity] 
intensive /m'tensiv/ adj of or marked by intensity or intensification e g 
a highly concentrated b constituting or relating to a method designed to 
increase productivity by the expenditure of more capital and labour rather 
than by increase in the land or raw matenals used farming) ~ 
intensively adv 
'intensive n an inteiisifier 

'intent /in'tent/ n la the act or fact of intending b the state of mind with 
which an act is done 2 cnminal intention (Joitenng with ^ > 3 meaning, 
significance [ME entent, fr OF, fr LL mtentus, fr L, act of stretching out, 
fr mtentus, pp of mtendere] ~ to all Intenta and purpoaea in every practical 
or important respect; virtually 

'intent adj 1 directed with strained or eager attention, concentrated 2 
having the mind, attention, or will concentrated on sthg or some end or 
purpose ('-on his work) [L mtentus, fr pp of mtendere] - intently adv, 
intentiicaa n ' 

Intention /in'tensh(3)n/ n 1 a determination to act in a certain way; a 
resolve 2 pi purpose with respect to proposal of mamage 3a what one 
intends to do or bnng about; an aim b the object for which religious 
devotion is offered 4 a concept 

Intentional /in'tensh(»)nl/ adj done by intention or design - Istention- 
ally adv 

'inter /in'tuh/ vt -rr-lo deposit (a dead body) in the earth or a tomb [ME 
enteral, fr OF enterrer, fr (assuaied) VL interrare, fr in- -v L tern earth 

- more at terrace] 

'inter n any of vanous intermediate examinations - infiml [short for 
intermediate] 

inter- /inta-Z prefix 1 between; among; in the midst 
(intercity) (interpenetrate) (interstellar) 2a reciprocal (intarelation) 
b reciprocally <interfflarry> 3 located between <inter/iice> 4 carried on 
between (international) 5 occurring between (mtetglaciaf) (interlunar) 


[ME inter-, enter-, fr MF & L; MF inter-, entre-, fr L inta-, fr inter, akin 
to OHG untar between, among, Gk enteron intestine, OE in in] 
interact Amta'rakt/ vt to act upon each other - interactaot n. Interac- 
tion n 

interactive /,inta'raktiv/ adj charactenzed by interaction, speaf by the 
exchange of information between a computer and user while a program 
is being run 

inter alia /,inta 'rayliV adv among other things [L] 

.interatomic Aa'tomik/ adj existing or acting between atoms 
.inter'breed /-breed/ vb interbred /-'bred/ vi 1 to crossbreed 2 to breed 
within a closed population ^ vt to cause to interbreed 
intercalary /in'tuhkal(d)n/ adj la inserted in a calendar to resynchron- 
ize It with some objective time-measure (e g the solar year) hofa year 
containing an intercalary penod 2 inserted between other elements or 
layers; interpolated [L mtercalanus, fr intercalare] 
intercalate /in'tuhka,layt/ vt to insert between or among existing items, 
elements, or layers [L mtercalatus, pp of intercalare, fr inter- + calare to 
call, summon - more at 'low] - intercalation /-■|aysh(a)n/ n 
intercede /.mta'seed/ n to beg or plead on behalf of another with a view 
to reconciling differences [L intercedere, fr inter- ^ cedere to go - more 
at cfdf] 

.Inter'cellular /-'sclycob/ adj occurring between cells spaces) 
'.inter'cept /-‘sept/ vt l to stop, seize, or interrupt in progress, course, 
or movement, esp from one place to another 2 to intersect [L interceptus, 
pp of mteretpere, fr inter- + capere to take, seize - more at heave] - 
interception n 

''intercept n 1 the distance from the ongin to a point where a graph 
crosses a coordinate axis 2 an interception 

'interceptor, interceptor /',septa/ n a high-speed fast-climbing fighter 
plane or missile designed for defence agamst raiding bombers or missiles 
[‘intercept + '-OR. ’-er] 

.inter'ceetion /-'sesh(a)n/ n the act of interceding, esp by prayer, 
petition, or entreaty [MF or L. MF, fr L intercession-, intercessio, fr 
intercessus, pp of intercedere] - intercesaional adj, interccaaor n, interces- 
sory adj 

'.inter'change /-'chaynj/ vt 1 to put each of (2 things) in the place of 
the other 2 fjcchanof 1 to change places reciprocally [ME 
entrechaungen, fr MF entrechangier, fr OF, fr entre- inter- + changier to 
change] - interchangeable adj, interchangeably adv, interchangeability 
/-p’bibti/ n 

'’interchange n 1 (an) interchanging 2 a junction of 2 or more roads 
having a system of separate levels that permit traffic to pass from one to 
another without the crossing of traffic streams 
.inter'clty /-'siti/ adj existing or travelling (quickly) between cities 
.intercol'legiate /-ka'leeji-at/ adj between colleges <~ athletics) 
'intercom /-.kom/ n a local communication system (e g in a ship or 
building) with a microphone and loudspeaker at each station [short for 
intercommunication (system)] 

.intercon'nect /-ka'nekt/ vb to connect with one another - intcreoa- 
ncction n 

.intercontinental /-.konti'nentl/ adj extending among continents; also 
earned on or (capable oO travelling between continents (- ballistic 
missile) 

.inter'costal /-'kostl/ adj (of a part) situated between the ribs [NL 
mtercostalis, fr L infer- costa nb] - intercostal n 
'intercourse /-.kaws/ n 1 connection or dealings between people or 
groups 2 exchange, esp of thoughts or feelings 3 physical sexual contact 
between individuals that involves the genitals of at least 1 person (oral 
), esp SEXUAL INTERCOURSE a [ME intercurse, prob fr MF entrecours, 
fr ML intercursus, fr L, act of running between, fr intercursus, pp of 
intercurrere to run between, fr inter- + currere to run - more at 
current] 

'intercrop /-.krop/ vb -pp- vt to grow a crop in between rows, plots, etc 
of (another crop) ~ vi to grow 2 or more crops simultaneously on the same 
plot - intercrop n 

'intercross /-.kros/ n (a product oQ crossbreeding - Intercrosi 
/-■-/ vb 

.inter'eurrent /-'kurant/ adj intervening; esp occurring dunng the 
course of another disease [L mtercurrent-, intercurrens, prp of latercur- 
rere] - intercurrently adv 

.intei'cut /-'kut/ vb -tt-; intercut vt 1 to insert a contrasting camera shot 
into (a film sequence) by cutting; broadly to insert contrastmg matter into 
2 to insert (a contrasting camera shot) into a film sequence by cutting; 
broadly to insert (contrasting matter) into a narrative ^ vi to alternate 
contrasting camera shots by cutting 



int 


S16 


.interdepartmental /-.deqNUit'mentl/ adj carried on between or 
involving different departments (e g of a firm or an educational institu- 
tion) - iaterdepartmeatally adv 

.interde'pend /-di'pend/ vi to depend on each other - interdependence, 
interdepeadeacy a, iaterdependent adj 
''interdict /-4ikt/ n l a Roman Catholic disciplinary measure with- 
drawing most sacraments and Christian buria^rom a person or district 

2 a prohibition [ME cntredtt, fr OF, fr L interdtctum prohibition, 
praetorian interdict, fr neut of interdictus, pp of mterdtcere to interpose, 
forbid, fr inter’ f dtcere to say - more at diction] 

Mnter*dict vt to forbid m a usu formal or authontative manner - 
iatenUction /-'diksh(9)n/ n, interdicto^ A'diktari/ adj 
,inter'disciplinary /-'disiplinari/ adj involving 2 or more disaplines or 
fields of study 

'interest /'int(a)re$t, -rast/ n la(l) nght. title, or legal share in sthg (2) 
parliapation in advantage and responsibility b a business in which one 
has an interest 2 benefit; advantage 2; specif self-interest <i/ is to your 
to speak Ursfj 3a a charge for borrowed money, generally a percentage 
of the amount borrowed b sthg added above what is due 4 a financially 
interested group 5a readiness to be concerned with, moved by, or have 
one’s attention attracted by sthg; cunosity b (the quality in) a thmg that 
arouses interest (^sport doesn’t hold much ~ for me) </ias many ^s> 
(ME, prob alter, of earlier interesse, fr AF A ML, AF, fr ML. fr L, to be 
between, make a difference, concern, fr inter- + esse to be - more 
at is] 

’interest vr 1 to induce or persuade to participate or engage, esp in an 
enterprise 2 to concern or engage (sby, esp oneselO m an activity or cause 

3 to engage the attention or arouse the interest of 

'interested adj 1 having the interest aroused or attention engaged 2 
affected or involved; not impartial - interestedly adv 
interesting /'int(a)resting/ adj holding the attention - interestingly 
adv 

"interface /-.fays/ a l a surface forming a common boundary of 2 
bodies, regions, or phases <aA oil-water ^ > 2 the place at which (diverse) 
independent systems meet and act on or communicate wHh each other 
itbe man-machine - > - interlddal /•'faysh(a)l/ adj 
’.interface vt 1 to connect by means of an interface a machine with 
a computer) 2 to serve as an interface for ^ w 1 to become interfaced 
2 to serve as an interface 

'interfacing /-, faysing/ n stiffening material attached between 2 layers 
of fabnc 

.interfere /-Tia/ vi 1 to get in the way of, hinder, or impede another - 
+ with (^noise ^ s with my work) 2 to enter into of take a part in matters 
that do not concern one 3 of sound, light, etc waves to act so as to 
augment, diminish, or otherwise affect one another 4 to claim priority for 
an invention 5 to hinder illegally an attempt of a player to catch or hit 
a bail or puck - usu with [MF {s'lentrefenr to stnke one another, fr 
OF, fr entre- inter- + fenr to stnke, fr L ferire - more at 'bore] 
.interference /-'fbrans/ n 1 the phenomenon resulting from the 
meeting of 2 wave trains (e g of light or sound) with an increase in 
intensity at some points and a decrease at others 2 the illegal hindenng 
of an opponent in hockey, ice hockey, etc 3 (sthg that produces) the 
confusion of received radio signals by unwanted signals or noise [inter- 
fere -*■ -ence] - interferential /-f3'rensh(a)l/ adj 
.interfe'rometer /-fa'romita/ a an instrument that uses light interfer- 
ence phenomena for precise determination of wavelength, distance, etc 
[ISV] - interferonetric /-.fiaro'metnk/ adj, interferometry /-fa'romitn, 

-fm-/ A 

.interferon /-Tiaron/ n a protein that inhibits the development of viruses 
and is produced by cells in response to infection by a virus [interference 
+ -on) 

.inter'file /-Tiel/ vt ^file 1 « vi 'pile; also to fit in with an existing 
file 

.inter'# uee /-Tyoohz/ vt to blend, infuse [L interfusus, pp of mterfundere 
to pour between, fr inter- f fundere to pour - more at 'found] > 
iiterMon /-zh(a)n/ n 

'.inter'grade /-'grayd/ vi to merge gradually one with another through 
a continuous senes of mtermeduite forms - intergradation 
/•gra'daysh<a)n/ a 

’'inter.grade n an intermediate or transitional form 
'inter, growth /-.grohth/ n (the product oO a growing between or 
together 

'Interim /'intarim/ n an intervening time </a the ~ > [L, adv, meanwhile, 
fir inter between - more at inter-] 

’interim adj tentporary, provisional 


'interior /in'tian*)/ adj 1 lying, occumng, or functioning within the 
limits or intenor 2 away from the border or shore 3 of the mind or soul 
[MF A L; MF, fr L, compar of (assumed) OL interus inward, on the 
inside; akin to L inter] - interiorize vt, interiorly adv, interiority 
/-'orati/ A 

’interior n 1 the internal or inner part of a thing; also the inland 2 
internal affairs <rAe minister of the 3 a representation of the intenor 
of a building or room 

interior angle a 1 the angle between two sides of a polygon 2 an angle 
between a line crossing two parallel lines and either of the latter and lying 
inside the parallel lines mathemaiics 

interior decoration a (the art or practice of planning) the decorating 
and furnishing of the intenors of rooms - interior decorator n 
interior design n interior dfxxjkation - interior designer n 
interior monologue n a literary device presenting a character's 
thoughts and feelings in the form of a monologue 
in,terlor-'sprung adj having (coil) spnngs within a padded casing 
mattress) 

interject /^nto'jekt/ vt to throw in (e g a remark) abruptly among or 
between other things [L inteijectus, pp of mtencere, fr inter- f jacere to 
throw - more at 'jet] - interjector n, interjectory /-t(3)n/ ach 
.inter'jection /-'jeksh(3)n/ n an ejaculatory word (e g Wonderful) or 
utterance (e g ah ot good heavens) usu expressing emotion [interject + 
•ion] - interjectional adj, interjectlonally adv 
.inter'Iace /-'lays/ vt 1 to unite (as lO by lacing together 2 to mingle, 
blend, or intersperse ^narrative ^d with anecdotes) to cross one 
another intricately (ME entrelacen, fr MF entrelacer, fr OF entrelacier, 
fr entre- inter- -i- lacier to lace] - interlacement n 
.inter'Iard /-'lahd/ vt to intersperse, esp with sthg foreign or irrelevant 
[MF entrelarder, fr OF, fr entre inter- h larder to lard, fr lard, n] 
'interleaf /-,leef/ n a usu blank leaf inserted between 2 leaves of a 
book 

.inter'Ieave /-'leev/ vt to provide with interleaves 
.inter'iine /-'hen/ vt to provide (a garment) with an interlining [ME 
interlinen, fr inter- ^ linen to line] 

.inter'Iinear /-'lim a/ adj inserted between lines already written or 
printed [ME interliniare, fr ML interlineans, fr L inter- + linea line] 

* 'interlining A.lienmg/ n a lining (eg of a coat) sewn between the 
ordinary lining and the outside fabric to gwe additional warmth or 
bulk 

.interblock A'lok/ vi to become engaged, interrelated, or interlocked ~ vt 
1 to lock together 2 to connect so that motion of any part is constrained 
by another - interlock /’-,-/ n or adj 

.inter'Iocutor /-'lokyoota/, fern interlocutress /-tns/ n one who takes 
part in dialogue or conversation [L interlocutus, pp of interloqui to speak 
between, fr inter- + loqui to speak] - interlocution /-lo- 
'kyoohsh(3)n/ n 

,inter*locutory /-'lokyoot(3)n/ adj pronounced dunng a legal action 
and only provisional <'^ decree) [ML interlocutonus, fr LL interlocutus, 
pp of interloqui to pronounce a provisional sentence, fr L, to speak 
between] 

'interloper AJohps/ n sby who interferes or encroaches; an intruder 
[inter- ^ -loper (akin to MD lopen to run, OE hl^pan to leap) - more 
at leap] - interlope /,-'-, '-,-/ vt 

'interlude A,loohd/ a 1 an intervening or intemiptive period, space, or 
event, esp of a contrasting character; an interval 2 a musical composition 
inserted between the parts of a longer composition, a drama, or a relig’ous 
service [ME enterlude, fr ML interludium, fr L inter- + ludus play - more 
at ludicrous] 

.intei^marriege /-'manj/ n 1 mamage between members of different 
families, tribes, etc 2 endogamy 

.interbrnarry /-'man/ vi 1 to marry each other or sby from the the same 
group 2 to become connected by marriage With another group or with 
each other ^the different races — freely) 

.interbrnediary A'meedi sri/ n or adj (sby er sthg) acting as a mediator 
or go-between 

'.intefmediate A'meedi*3t/ adj being or oceurring at or near the middle 
place, stage, or degree or between 2 others or extremes [ML inter- 
mediam, fr L intermedins, fr inter- + mediua mid, middle - more at mid] 
- intenUediatcly adv, intermediacy /-asi/ a 
’intermediate a a chemical compound formed as an intermediate step 
in a reaction 

interment /in'tuhmant/ a bunal ('inter + -ment] 

Intermezzo /.inta'metsoh/ n, pi intermezzi /-see/, intermezziN 1 a 
movement coming between the major sections of an extended musical 
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work (e g an opera) 2 a short independent instrumental composition [It. 
deriv of L intemcdms intermediate] 

interminable /in'tuhminabl/ adj having or seeming to have no end, esp 
wearisomely long [ME. fr LL intermmabilis, fr L m- 4 termtnare to 
terminate] - intermfnableness it, interminably adv, interminability 
/-•bibti/ n 

.intefmingle /-'mmggl/ vb to mix or mingle together or with sthg 
else 

.inter'mission /•'mish(3)n/ n 1 intermitting or being intermitted 2 an 
intervening penod of time (e g between acta of a performance or attacks 
of a disease) [L mtennission% intermissio, fr intermissu^, pp of intcrmit- 
terc] 

.inter'mit /-'mit/ vb -tt- to (cause to) cease for a time or at intervals [L 
intermittere, fr inter- v mittere to send - more at smite] 
.inter'mittent /-'mit(a)nt/ adj coming and going at intervals; not con- 
tinuous rainy [L intermittent-, mteimittens, prp of intermittere] - 
intennittence n, intermittently adv 

.intermo'lecular /-ma'lckyoob/ adj existing or acting between mol- 
ecules - intermolecularly adv 

'intern /in'tuhn/ vt to confine, esp dunng a war <- enemy aliens^ [F 
intemer, fr interne internal, fr MF, fr L intemus] - internee /.intuh'nce/ 

n, internment n 

'intern. Interne /'intuhn/ n. NAm an advanced student or graduate m 
medicine, teaching, etc gaming supervised practical expenence (e g in a 
hospital or classroom) [F interne, fr interne, adj] ~ intern vi. intern* 
ship n 

internal /in'tuhnl/ adj 1 existing or situated within the limits or surface 
of sthg 2 applied through the stomach by swallowing <a/i ~ medicine) 
3 of or exiting T'thin the mind 4 depending only on the properties of 
the thing under consideration without reference to things outside it 
evidence of forgery m a document) 5 (present or ansing) within (a part 
oO the body or an organism (an ^ organ) (an stimulus) 6 within a 
state strife) ('^ affairs) [L intemus; akin to L inter between] - 
internally adv, internality /.intuh'nabti/ n 

in,ternal>com'bustion .engine n a heat engine in which the combus- 
tion that generates the heat energy takes place inside the engine (e g in 
a cylinder) 

internal ize, -ise /in'tuhnl-, lez/ vt to make internal, specif io incorporate 
(e g learnt values) within the self as guiding pnnciples - internalization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

internal rhyme n rhyme between a word within a line and another 
either at the end of the same line or within another line 
',inter'national /-'nash(3)nl/ adj 1 afTecting or involving 2 or more 
nations trade) (an movement) 2 known, recognized, or renowned 
in more than 1 country (an ^ celebnty) - internationally adv, inter* 
nationality /-'abti/ n 

'international n 1 (shy who plays or has played in) a sports, games, etc 
match between 2 national teams 2 also internationale often cap any of 
several socialist or communist organizations of international scope [(2) 
F mtematioiiaJe, fr fern of international, adj, fr E] 
international date line n, often cap I. D, & F an arbitrary line 
approximately along the 1 80 th mendian, east and west of which the date 
differs by 1 calendar day 

.inter'national.iam /-,iz(3)m/ n 1 international character, interests, or 
outlook 2 (an attitude favounng) cooperation among nations - inter- 
nationalist n or adj 

.inter'national-.ize, -ise /-.lez/ vb to make or become international, esp 
to place under international control - internationalization /-le- 
'zaysh(3)n/ n 

international law n a body of rules accepted as governing relations 
between nations 

International Phonetic Alphabet n an alphabet designed to rep- 
resent each human speech sound with a unique symbol 
International Scientific Vocabulary n a set of international 
specialized or technical terms adapted to the structure of the individual 
languages in which they are used - abbr fSV 
international unit n an internationally agreed unit of a vitamin, 
hormone, etc that produces a standard biological effect 
interne /*intuhn/ n an intern 

internecine /.inta'neesien/ adj 1 mutually destructive 2 of or involving 
conflict within a group [L intemecinus deadly, fr mtemecare to destroy, 
kill, fr inter- + necare to kill, fr nec-, nex violent death - more at 
noxious] 

'inter, node /-jiohd/ n an interval or part between 2 nodes (e g of a plant 


stem) [L intemodium, fr inter- f nodus knot] - intemodal /-'nohdl/ 
adj 

.inter'nuclear /-'nyoohkli-a/ adj situated or occurring between atomic 
or biological nuclei 

.inter'nuncial A'nunshl/ adj serving to link sensory and motor neurons 
[It mtemunzio conveyer of messages, go-between, fr L intemuntius, 
intemuncius, fr inter- + nuntius, nuncius messenger] - intemuneially 
adv 

.intero'ceptive /-roh'septiv/ adj of or being stimuli arising within the 
body, esp in the viscera [inter- (as in interior) + -o- -ceptive (as in 
receptive)] 

interpellate /m'tuhpilayt/ vt to question (eg a miihster) formally 
concerning an action or policy [L inrerpellatus, pp of interpellare to 
interrupt, fr inter- ^ -pellare (fr pellere to dnve)] - interpellator n, 
interpellation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 

interpenetrate /.inta'penitrayt/ vt to penetrate thoroughly to 
penetrate mutually - interpenetration /-'traysh(a)n/ n 
'inter, phase /-.fayz/ n the interval between the end ot one mitotic or 
meiotic division and the beginning of another 
.inter'planetary /-'planit(a)n/ adj existing, earned on, or operating 
between planets 

'interplay /-.play/ n interaction - interplay /,--'-, '-,-/ vi 
.inter'pleader /-'plecda/ n a legal proceeding by which 2 parties making 
the same claim against a third party determine between themselves which 
IS the nghtful claimant [AF enterpleder, fr enterpleder, vb] 

'Interpol /-.pol/ n an international police organization for liaison 
between national police forces [mremational police] 
interpolate /m'tuhpalayt/ vt I to alter or corrupt (eg a text) by 
inserting new or foreign matter 2 to insert between other things or parts, 
esp to insert (words) into a text or conversation 3 to estimate values of 
(a function) between 2 known values [L interpolatus, pp of interpolare 
to refurbish, alter, interpolate, fr inter- » -polare (fr polire to polish)] - 
interpolative /-btiv/ adj, interpolator /-layta/ n. interpolation 
/-'lavsh(a)n/ n 

interpose /.inta'pohz/ vt 1 to place between 2 things or in an intervening 
position 2 to put forth by way of interference or intervention (prevented 
a decision by interposing a veto) 3 to interrupt with (words) dunng a 
conversation or argument —vi 1 to be or come in an intervening position 
2 iNTi'RVFNL 3 3 to interrupt (MF interposer, fr L interponere (perf indic 
interposui), fr inter- f ponere to put - more at position] - interpooer n, 
interposition /-p3'zish(a)n/ n 

interpret /in'tuhpnt/ vt 1 to expound the meaning of a dream) 2 
to conceive of in the light of one’s beliefs, judgments, or circumstances; 
constru.' 3 to represent by means of art, bnng to realization by perform- 
ance < - s a role) ^ vi to act as an interpreter [ME interpreten, fr MF 
& L, MF interpreter, fr L inteipretan, fr interpret-, interpres agent, 
negotiator, interpreter] - interpretable adj, interpretive /-tiv/, interpret- 
ative / t^tiv/ adj, interpretatively adv 

interpretation /in,tuhpn'taysh(3)n/ n an instance of artistic interpret- 
ing in performance or adaptation [interpret ♦ -ation] - interpret- 
ational adj 

interpreter /in'tuhprita/ n 1 one who translates orally for people 
speaking in difTcrent languages 2 a computer program that translates an 
instruction into machine language for immediate execution [interpret 
4 ’-er] 

interr^ /in’tuhd/ past of inter 

interregnum /.mta'regnam/ n, pi interregnums, interregna /-'regna/ 1 
the time during which a a throne is vacant between reigns b the normal 
functions of government are suspended 2 a lapse or pause in a continuous 
senes [L, fr infer- + regnum reign - more at reign] 

.interre'late /-n'layt/ vb to bnng into or be in a relationship where each 
one depends upon or is acting upon the other - interrelation 
/-ri'laysh(a)n/, interrelationship n 
interring /in'tuhring/ pres part of inter 

interrobang /in'tera.bang/ n a punctuation mark P for use at the end 
of an exclamatory question [interrogation mark + bang (printers' slang 
for exclamation mark)] 

interrogate /in'tcragayt/ vf 1 to question formally 2 to give or send out 
a signal to (e g a computer) to tngger a response [L interrogatus, pp of 
interrogate, fr inter- -v rogare to ask - more at right] - interrogator n. 
Interrogation /-'gaysh(a)n/ n 
Interrogation mark n quf.stion mark 

'interrogative /.inta'rogativ/, interrogatory /•t(a)n/ adj la of or being 
the grammatical mood that expresses a question b used in a question 2 
questioning - interrogatively adv 
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‘interrogative n 1 an interrogative utterance 2 a word, esp a pronoun, 
used in asking questions 3 the interrogative mood of a language 
Interrogatory /jnta'rogat(3)ri/ n a formal question; csp a written 
question to be answered under direction of a court 
'interrupt / jnta'mpt/ vt 1 to break the flow or action of (a speaker or 
speech) 2 to break the uniformity or continuity of (sthg) ^ vi to interrupt 
an action; esp to interrupt another's utterance with one's own [ME 
intenvpten, fr L intcnvptus, pp of mterrumperc, fr inter- + rumpere to 
break - more at bereave] - Interrupter n, interruptible adj, interruption 
/•sh(a)n/ Ji, interruptive /-tiv/ adj 

‘interrupt n (a circuit that conveys) a signal to a computer that halts a 
program while a higher-prionty program is earned out 
inter ee /.inta 'say/ adv or adj among or between themselves [L] 
.inter'eect A'sekt/ vt to pierce or divide (e g a line or area) by passing 
through or across ^ vi to meet and cross at a point [L intersectus, pp of 
intersecare^ fr inter- + secare to cut - more at ^saw] 
intersection /'inta,scksh(a)n, .-'••/ n 1 a place where 2 or more things 
(e g streets) intersect 2 the set of elements common to 2 sets, esp the set 
of points common to 2 geometric configurations svmbol [inter- 
sect + -ion] 

'inter.sex /-.seks/ n (the condition of being) an intersexual individual 
[ISV] 

.inter'eexuai /-'seksyoool, -sh(a)l/ adj intermediate in sexual characters 
between a typical male and a typical female [ISV] - Intersexualiy adv, 
iolenciuality /-syoo'abti, -shoo'abti/ n 

.inter'space /-'spays/ vt to separate (e g pnnted letters) by spaces 
.intor'specioa /-'speeshiz/ adj interspecific 

.intempe'cific /-spa'sifik/ adj existing or ansing between different 
species 

.inter'aperM /-'spuhs/ vt 1 to insert at intervals among other things 
<interspersing drawings throughout the rexr> 2 to diversify or vary with 
scattered things <interspersing the text with drawings') [L mterspersus 
interspersed, fr inter- + sparsus, pp of spargere to scatter - more at spark] 

- interapmioD /-sh(a)n/ n 

'.intar'atata /-'stayt/ adj between 2 or more states, esp of the USA or of 
Australia <aii highway) 

‘interstate adv, Austr to or in another state (went ^ to live) 
.inter'Stelier /-'steb/ adj located or taking place among the stars 
interstice /in'tuhstis/ n a small space between adjacent things - fml [F, 
fr LL mterstitium, fr L wterstitus, pp of intersistere to stand still in the 
middle, fr inter- f sistere to come to a stand, akin to L stare ta 
stand] 

interstitial Amta'stishl/ adj 1 of or situated in interstices 2 of or being 
a crystalline compound in which (small) atoms or ions occupy holes 
between larger metal atoms or ions in the crysul lattice - intcrstitially 
adv 

.intertidal A'tiedl/ adj of or being the part of a seashore between high 
and low watermarks - intcrtidally adv 

.intertvuine /-'twien/ vt to twine together vi to twine about one 
another - intertwinement n 

interval /intavfa)!/ n 1 an intervening space e g a a time between events 
or states; a pause b a distance or gap between objects, units, or states 
(lamp posts placed at regular ^s) e the difference in pitch between 2 
notes 2 a set of real numbers between 2 numbers, also the set of real 
numben greater or less than some number 3 Br a break in the presen- 
tation of an entertainment (e g a play) [ME intervalie, fr MF. fr L 
intervallum space between ramparts, interval, fr inter- + vallum rampart 

- more at wall] ^ 

.intcr'vcnc /-'vecn/ n 1 to enter or appear as sthg irrelevant or 

extraneous 2 to occur or come between 2 things, esp points of time or 
events 3 to come m or between so as to hinder or modify 4a to enter a 
bwsiut as a third party b to interfere in another nation’s internal affairs • 
(L itttervenire to come between, fr inter- + venire to come - more at 
come] - interveiior n, intervention /-‘vensh(a)n/ n 
.intervention /-'ven8h(9)n/ adj, of a commodity purchased from the 
producer by the European economic community when the market pnee 
falls to a specified level butter) 

.interVention.ism /-jz(a)m/ n intervening, specif interference in the 
political affairs of another country - interventionist n or adj 
intervertebral disc /inta'vuhtibral/ n any of the tough elastic discs 
between the bodies of adjoining vertebrae 

Interview /-vyooh/ n l a formal consultation usu to evaluate qualifica- 
tions (e g of a prospective student or employee) 2 (a report oO a meeting 
at which information is obtained (e g by a journalist) from sby [MF 
eotrevue, fr (g*)entrevoir to see one another, meet, fr entre- inter- voir 


to see - more at view] - interview vt, interviewer n, interviewee 
/-vyooh'ee/ n 

inter vivon /.inta 'veevos/ adv or adj between living people (property 
transferred > [LL] 

.Inter'war /-'waw/ adj occurring or falling between wars, esp WW 1 
and 11 

.inter'weave /-'weev/ vb interwove /-'wohv/ also interweaved; Inter- 
woven A'wohv(a)n/ also interweaved 1 to weave together 2 to inter- 
mingle. blend - interwoven adj, interweave /'int3,weev/ n 
'intantate /m'testayt, -tat/ adj having made no valid will (he died — > 
[ME, fr L intesiatus, fr in- > testatus testate] - intestacy /-stasi/ n 
‘intestate n sby who dies intestate 

intestinal /m'testinl/ adj of, being, affecting, or occurring in the intestine 

- intestinaliy adv 

'intestine /in'testin/ adj of the internal affairs of a state or country [MF 
or L, MF intestin internal, fr L intestinus, fr intus within - more at 
lnt] 

‘intestine n the tubular part of the alimentary canal that extends from 
the stomach to the anus [MF intestin, fr L mtesttnum, fr neut of 
m/esrinus] 

intimacy Antimasi/ n 1 familiarity 2 sexual intercourse - euph 

['INTIMATE + -CY] 

'intimate /'intimayt/ vt to make known e g a to announce b to hint, 
IMPLY 2 [LL intimatus, pp of intimare to pul in, announce, fr L intimus 
innermost, superl of (assumed) OL interus inward - more at interior] 

- intimation /-'maysh(a)n/ n 

‘intimate /'intimat/ adj la intnnsic, essential b belonging to or charactc- 
nzing one’s deepest nature 2 marked by very close association, contact, 
or familianty 3a marked by a warm fnendship developing through long 
association b suggesting informal warmth or privacy 4 of a very persona) 
or pnvate nature 5 involved m a sexual relationship, speci/' engaging in 
an act of sexual intercourse (in six months they were - six times in the 
car and twice on a mountainside - News of the World) - euph [alter of 
obs intime, fr L intimus] - intimately adv 
‘intimate n a close friend or confidant 

intimidate /m'timidayt/ vt to frighten, esp to compel or deter (as lO by 
threats [ML intimidatus, pp of intimidarc, fr L in- f timidus timid] - 
intimidator n, intimidatory /-t(a)n/ adj, intigpidation /-'daysh(d)n/ n 
intitule /in'tityoohl/ vt. Br to supply (c g a legislative act) with a title 
[MF intituler, fr LL intitulare, fr L in- f titulus title] 
into Ainta before consonants, otherwise 'intooh/ prep la so as to be inside 
(come the house) b so as to be (grow ^ a woman) (divide it - 
sections) (roll it a ball) c so as to be in (a state) (get ~ 
trouble) (shocked ^ silence) d so as to be expressed in (translate it ^ 
French), dressed in (changed ~ his uniform), engaged in (go - 
farming), or a member of (enter an alliance) - compare coml into 
e - used in division as the inverse of by or divided by (divide J5 — 7ff) 
2 - used to indicate a partly elapsed penod of time or a partly traversed 
extent of space (far ~ the night) (deep -- the jungle) 3 in the direction 
of, esp towards the centre of (look ~ the sun) (inquire ^ the matter) 
4 to a position of contact with, against (ran - a waif) 5 involved with 
(they were hard drugs), esp keen on (are you ~ meditation?) ~ infml 
[ME, fr OE into, fr ’in + to to] 

intolerable /in'tol(a)rabl/ adj unbearable [ME, fr L intolerabilis, fr in- 
+ tolerabilis tolerable] - intolerableness /i, intolerably adv 
in'tolerant /-'tobrant/ adj 1 unable or unwilling to endure (a plant ^ 
of direct sunlight) 2 unwilling to grant or share social, professional, 
political, or religious nghts, bigoted - inlelerance n, intolerantly adv 
intonate /'intohnayt/ vt to intone, utter 

intonation /.inta'naysh(a)n/ n 1 sthg that is intoned; specifthe opening 
notes of a Gregonan chant 2 performance of music with respect to 
correctness of pitch and harmony 3 the nie and fall in pitch of the voice 
in speech [intone + -ation] 

intone /m'tohn/ vb to utter (sthg) in mutical or prolonged tones; recite 
in singing tones or in a monotone [ME entonen, fr MF entoner, fr ML 
intonate, fr L m- -e tonus tone] - intoner n 
in toto /in 'tohtoh/ adv totally, entirely [L] 
intoxicate /m'toksikayt/ vt 1 poison la 2a to excite or stupefy by 
alcohd) or a drug, esp to the point where physical and mental control is 
markedly diminished b to cause to lose self-control through excitement 
or elation [ML intoxicatus, pp of mtoxicare, fr L in- -v toxicum poison 

- more at toxic] - intoxicant n or adj, intoxicatedly adv, intoxication 
/-'kaysh(a)n/ n 

Intra- /intro-/ prefix 1 within; inside (intrautenne) 2 intro- (an 
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intramiiscii/ir liyection) [LL, fr L intn, fr (assumed) OL intents, adj, 
inward • more at interior] 

intrso#lliilar /.intre'selyoob/ adj situated, occurring, or functioning 
within a living cell enzymes} 

.intra'cranial /-'kraynyal. -ni^al/ adj (affecting or involving structures) 
within the skull - iatrieraiilally adv 

Intractable /in'traktoU/ adj 1 not easily managed or directed; obsti- 
nate 1 2 not easily manipulated, wrought, or solved 3 not easily relieved 
or cured patn} [L intractabilis, fr tn- ^ tractahilis tractable] - 
IntnctaUeiieBS n, iatracftably adv, iDtractablllty /-'bibti/ n 
intrados /in'traydos/^^/ intrados, iatradoacs the underside of an arch 

- compare extrados '3‘ architecture [F, fr L intra within + F dos 
back - more at dossier] 

intramural /.intra'myooaral/ adj within the limits of a community or 
institution (e g a university) - intranorally adv 
.intra'muacular A'muskyoob/ adj in or going into a muscle [ISV] - 
latramuacularly adv 

Intransigent /in'transtK3)nt, -'tranzi-/ adj refusing to compromise or to 
abandon an extreme position or attitude, esp in politics; uncompromising 
[Sp intnnsigentc, fr tn- + transigente, prp of transigtr to compromise, fr 
L transigere to transact - more at transact] - intranatgeace n, iatranai- 
gcat n, latransigeatly adv 

in'transitive /-'transitiv, -'trahn>, -zitiv/ adj charactenzed by not having 
a direct object <a/i verb} [LL intransitivus, fr L in- + LL transutvus 
transitive] - intransitive n, intransitively adv 
intraepecific /.mtraspc'sifik/ adj occurring within a species; involving 
members of 1 species - intraspeciflcally adv 
jntra'uterine /-'yoohtarin, -rien/ adj situated, used, or occurnng in the 
uterus [ISV] - 

intrauterine device, intrauterine contraceptive device n a device 
inserted and left in the uterus to prevent conception 
.intravascular A'vaskyoob/ adj situated or occurnng in a (blood) 
vessel - intravaacularly adv 

.intravenous /-'veenas/ ad)' situated or occurnng in, or entcnng by way 
of a vein; also used in intravenous procedures [ISV] - intravenously 
adv 

Intrench /in'trench/ vb to entrench 

intrepid /in'trepid/ adj fearless, bold, and resolute [L intrepidus, fr tn- 
+ trepidus abrmed - more at trepidation] - intrepidly adv, intrepidity 
/-'picbti/ n 

intricate Aintnkat/ adj 1 having many complexly interrebting parts or 
elements 2 difficult to resolve or analyse [ME, fr L mtncatus, pp of 
intricare to entangle, fr in- tricae trifles, impediments] - intricacy 
/-kasi/ n, intricately adv 

intrigue /in'treeg/ W 1 to arouse the interest or cunosity of 2 to 
captivate; fascinate 2 <Acr beauty ^ s me} ^ vi to carry on an intngue, 
esp to plot, scheme [F intriguer, fr It mtrigare, fr L mtneare to entangle, 
perplex] - intriguer n 

’Intrigue /'intreeg, n la a secret scheme or plot b the practice of 
engaging in or using scheming or underhand plots 2 a clandestine love 
affair 

intriguing /in'treeging/ adj engaging the interest to a marked degree; 
fascinating - Intrigningly adv 

intrinsic /in'trinzik/ adj 1 belonging to the essential nature or constitu- 
tion of sthg ^an ornament of no worth but of grait sentimental value} 
2 originating or situated within the body [MF intnnseque internal, fr IX 
mtrinsecus, fr L, adv, inwardly; akin to L intra within - more at intra-] 

- Istiiaalcally adv 

intrinsic factor n a substance produced by the lining of the intestines 
that is required for the absorption of vitamin Bu - compare ExmiNSic 
FACTOR 

Intro Aintroh/ n, pJ istroa introduction 1 - infml 
Intro- prefix 1 in; into <intrq^rjOA> 2 inwards; within (introvert) - 
compare extro- [ME, fr MF, fr L, fr intro inside, to the inside, fr 
(assumed) OL intents, adj, inward] 

introduce / 4 ntr 3 'dytx>hs/ vt I to lead or bring in, esp for the first time 
a rare plant species into the^ntry} 2a to bring into pby <-*' a new 
line of approach into the argment} b to bring into practice or use; 
institute 3 to lead to or make known by a formal act, announcement, or 
recommendation: e g a to cause to be acquainted; make (oneself w sby) 
known to another b to pimnt formally (e g at court or into society) c 
to announce formally or by an official reading d to make preliminary 
explanatory or budatory remarks about (eg a speaker) 4 place 2a, 
insert 2 (the riak of introducing bannfhJ substances into the body} 5 


to bring to a knowledge or discovery of sthg her to the works of 
Byron} [L introducers, fr intro- + ducere to lead - more at ‘tow] 
introduction /,intr»'dukah(3)n/ n la a preliminary treatise or course of 
study b a short introductory musical passage 2 sthg introduced; speaf 
a plant or animal new to an area [ME introduccioun act of introducing, 
fr MF introduction, fr L introduction-, iniroductio, fr introductus, pp of 
introducers] 

introductory /.intra'dukt(a)ri/ adj of or being a first step that sets sthg 
going or in proper perspective; preliminary - hilrodudorily adv 
introlt /'introyt/ n a piece of music sung or played at the beginmng of 
a church service; specif, often cap the antiphon or psalm sung as the priest 
approaches the altar to celebrate the Eucharist [MF introite, fr ML 
introttus, fr L, entrance, fr introitus, pp of introire to go in, fr intro- + 
ire to go - more at issue] 

introjoct Aintra'jekt/ vt to incorporate (attitudes or ideas) unconsciously 
into one’s personality [intro- -t- -ject (as in project, vb)] - intrajectiOB 
/-'jeksh(a)n/ n 

.intro'nnisBion A'mish(a)n/ n intromitting; esp the (period oO insertion 
of the penis in the vagina in copulation [F, fr MF, fr L intromissus, pp 
of itttromittere] 

,intro‘mit /-'mit/ vt -tt- to put in, insert [L intromittere, fr intro- + 
mittere to send] > intromittent adj 

introspect /-'spekt/ vt to examine one’s own mind or lU contents 
reflectively [L introspectus, pp of introsptcere to look inside, fr intro- f 
specere to look - more at spy) - intmapectioD /-'spek8h(a)n/ n, istrospec- 
tive /-uv/ adj 

VintroVert /-Vuht/ vt to turn inwards or in on itself or oneself; e g a to 
draw in (a tubular pari) usu by invagination b to concentrate or direct 
(the mind, thoughts, or emotions) on oneself [inrm- -t -vert (as in divert)] 

- introversion /-'vuhsh(a)n/ n 

’’intro, vert n 1 sthg (e g the eyestalk of a snail) that is or can be drawn 
in 2 one whose attention and interests are directed towards his/her own 
mental life - compare extrovert 

intrude /in'troohd/ vi 1 to thrust oneself in without invitation, per- 
mission, or welcome 2 to enter as a geological intrusion vr I to thrust 
or force in or on, esp without permission, welcome, or suitable reason 2 
to cause (e g rock) to intrude [L intrudere to thrust in, fr in- trudere 
to thrust - more at threat] - intruder n 

intrusion /introohzh(a)n/ n 1 intruding or being intruded; specif 
wrongfully entering upon the property of another 2 (the forcible entry oQ 
rock or magma for^ while molten into or between other rock formations 
[ME, fr MF, fr ML intrusion-, intrusio, fr L intrusus, pp of intruelere] 
intrusive Ain'troohsiv, -ziv/ adj 1 characterized by (a tendency to) 
intrusion 2 of a rock being an intrusion - Intnudvely adv 
intrust 'rntrust/ vt to entrust 

intubation /.intyoo'baysh(a)n/ n the introduction of a tube into a hollow 
organ (e g the windpipe) - intubate Z'intyoo.bayt/ vt 
intwiit /in'tyooh-it/ vr to apprehend by intuition - intoitsble adj 
intuition /.intyooh'ish(3)n/ n la (knowledge gamed by) immediate 
apprehension or cognition b the power of attaining direct knowledge 
without evident rational thought and the drawing of conclusions from 
evidence available 2 quick and ready insight [LL intuition-, intuitio act 
of contemplating, fr L intuitus, pp of intuen to look at, contemplate, fr 
in- + tieeri to look at] - intsitiosal adj, intuitive /intyooh-itiv/ adj, iatsit- 
ively adv 

intumosco /.intyoo'mes/ vr enij^rge 1, swell lb [L intumescere to 
nwell up, fr in- -v tumescere, incho of tumere to swell > more at thumb] 

- Intumenoence n, intnineMent adj 

intussusception Aintasa'8epsh(a)n/ a a drawing in of sthg from with- 
out; esp the slipping of a length of intestine into an adjacent portion, usu 
producing obstruction [prob fr (assumed) NL intussusception-, mtussus- 
ceptio, fr (assumed) NL intussusceptus, pp of (assumed) NL intussus- 
cipere to cause to turn inwards, fr L intus within 4- suscipere to take up 

- more at ent-, susceptible] - intunoacept A'sept/ vb, hHwRuceptfre 
/-‘septiv/ arij 

inundete Ainundayt/ vr to cover or overwhelm (as iO with a flood [L 
inundatus, pp of muadare, fr in- + uada wave - more at water] - 
iBBBdBtioB A'daysh(a)n/ n 

inure /i'nyooo/ vt to accustom ro sthg undesirable [ME enuren, fr en- -v 
ure, n, use, custom, fr MF uevre work, practice, fr L opera work - more 
at opera] > inurement n 

inurn Ai'nuhn/ vr to place (e g cremated remains) in an urn 
in utero /in 'yoobtaroh/ adv in the uterus [L] 
inutile /in'yoohtiel/ adj useless, unusable - fml [ME, ft MF, flr L iautUis, 
ft in- + iftifo useful - more at utility] - inatUity Atibti/ n 
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In vacuo An Vakyoooh/ ndv inn vacuum; eap without bdng related to 
practical applkation. relevant facts, etc [NL] 

Invade /in'vayd/ vr 1 to enter (e g a country) for hostile purpM 2 to 
encroach on ‘<a noise ho privacy^ 3a to spread over or into as if 
invading b to affect injuriously and progressively (gangrene '^sheaithy 
tissue'^ (ME invaden^ fr L invadertt fr in- -»■ vadere to go > more at wade] 
• imder n 

invagioatt /inVajiiiayt/ vr 1 to enclose, sheathe 2 to fold in so that an 
outer becomes an inner surface ^vr to undergo invagination (ML 
invagmatust pp of mvaginare, fr L7 d- + vagina sheath] 

Invaglnatton /in.va|i'nay8h(a>n/ n 1 invaginating 2 an invaginated 
part 

'Invalid /invalid/ adj 1 without legal force 2 logically inconsistent [L 
invaiidiis weak, fr m- + validos strong > more at vaud] - invalldly adv, 
invalidity /jnvolidaCi. -va-/ a 

^invalid /’invalid; aiso -Jeed/ adj 1 suffering from disease or disability 2 
of or suited to an invalid [L & F; F invalided fr L invaJidus] 

’invalid /invalid/ n one who is sickly or disabled 
invalid /’invalid, .invaleed/ vr to remove from active duty by reason of 
sickness or disability (he was ^ed out of the armyj 
invalidata /inVali^yt/ vr to make invalid; esp to weaken or destroy the 
convincingness of (eg an argument or claim) - Invalidation 
A’daysh(a)n/ n 

invaluabla /inValyooobl/ adj valuable beyond estimation; priceless [‘/a- 
+ ^vaiue + -able] - invahinbly adv 

Invar Anvah/ trademark ~ us^ for an alloy of iron and nickel with a low 
coefficient of thermal expansion 

Invarlabla /inVeari-abl/ adj not (capable oO changing; constant > 
InvariaUe n, invariablaneas n. invariably adv, invariability /-a’bibti/ n 
invariant AVeoriont/ adj unchanging; specif unaffected by a particular 
mathematical operation under rotation of the coordinate axes') - 
Invariance n. invarinnt n 

Invasion /inVayzh(9)n/ a 1 an invading, e^ by an army 2 the mcoming 
or spread of sthg usu harmful (ME invashune, fr MF invasion, fr LL 
invasKHh, invaaio, fr L invasus, pp of invadere] > Invasive /-siv, -ziv/ 
adj 

Invactiva AinVektiv/ n abusive or insulting (use oO language; denunci> 
ation [ME invectif, adj, fr MF. fr L invectivus, fr invectus, pp of invehere] 

- invective adj\ invecdvely adv 

Invaigh /inVay/ vi to sp^ or protest bitterly or vehemently against [L 
avehi to attack, inveigh, passive of invehere to cany in, fr in- + vehers 
to carry - more at way] 

Invaigla /in'vaygl/ vt inveigling / in'vaygling/ to wbi (sby or sthg) over 
by ingenuity or flattery [modif of MF aveugler to blind, hoodwink, fr OF 
avqgler, fr avogle blind, fr ML ah oculis, lit., lacking eyes] - Inveigle- 
meatn 

invent /in'vent/ vt 1 to think up an excuse) 2 to produce <e g sthg 
nseflil) for the first time [ME inventen to find, discover, fr L inventus, 
ppof/hven/re to come upon, find,fr/a' -f voii/e to come -more at come] 

- inventor n, inventresa n 

Invention /in'vensh(a)n/ n 1 productive imagination; inventiveness 2a 
sthg invented: eg (1) a (mislMding) product of the imagination (2) a 
contrivance or process devised after study and experiment b a short 
keyboard composition, usu in double counterpoint (iNVErrr -f -ion] 
inventive /inVentiv/ adj 1 creative 2 characterized by invention - 
invandvely adv, inventivenaaa n 

'Inventory /Invantri/ a la an itemized list (e g of the property of an 
individual or estate) b a list of traits, preferences, attitudes, tg used to 
evaluate personal characteristics or skills 28 the items listed in an 
inventory b SAm the quantity of goods, components, or raw materials 
on hand; stock 5b 3 the taking of an inventory [ML inveotorium, alter, 
of LL inventarhun, fr inventus] 

’Invontory vt to make an inventory of; catalogue 
'Invorno Am'vuhs, *-/ adj 1 opposite in order, direction, nature, or effect 
2 of a mathematical hittcthtt expressing the same rdationship as another 
tection but fhna the opposite viewpoint 3 being or relating to an inveiie 
fimetion sine) [L inversus, fr pp of invertere] - laversaly adv 
’InvdfM Ala direct opposite 2 an invene function or operation in 
mathematics (juktition is the of subtraction) 
invprtd^gmportion a the relation between 2 quantities, one of which 
varies directly as the reciprocal of the other ^ tevaracly praportioiial 

Ifivgrtlon AinVtthsli(a)n/A 1 the act or process of inverting 2afeveiii] 
ofposition,onler.for^orrelatioiiditpteg a(l) a change in normal word 
Older, essp^heplaceiiicnt (/a verb before its sub^ (2) the process or 


result of changing, converting, or reversing the relative positions of the 
elements of a musical interval, chord, or phrase b being turned inwards 
or inside out 3 the operation of forming the inverse of a magnitude, 
operation, or element 4 homosexuality 5 a conversion of a substance 
sowing dextrorotaUon into one showing laevorotation or vice versa 
of sucrose) 6 a conversion of direct current into alternating current 7 a 
reversal of the normal atmospheric temperature gradient - invtrslve 
/-siv/ adj 

'invprt /tn'vuht/ vt la to turn inside out or upside down b to turn (e g 
a foot) inwards 2a to reverse in position, order, or relationship b to 
subject to musical inversion c to subject to chemical inversion d to 
express the mathematical inverse, esp the reciprocal, of [L invertere, fr 
in- f vertere to turn - more at 'worth] - Invertible adj 
’invert /'invuht/ a sby or sthg characterize by inversion; esp a homosex- 
ual 

invertaae /in'vuhtayz, -tays/ a an enzyme capable of converting sucrose 
into invert sugar [ISV] 

invertebrate /in'vuhtibnt, -brayt/ adj I {of animals) lacking a spinal 
column or notochord 2 lacking in strength or vitality of character [NL 
invertebratus, fr L in- ^ NL vertebratus vertebrate] - invertebrate n 

in, verted 'comma a 1 a comma in type printed upside down at the top 
of the line 2 chiefly Br quotation mark 

ln.verted 'pleat a a pleat made by forming 2 folded edges which are 
secured to face each other on the nght side of the fabric - compare box 

PLEAT 

inverter /in'vuhta/ a a device for converting direct current into alternat- 
ing current [’invert + ^-er) 

Invert augar n a mixture of glucose and fructose found in fruits or 
produced artificially from sucrose 

'inveat /in'vest/ vr 1 to confer (the symbols oO authority, office, or rank 
on 2 to clothe, endow, or cover (as iO with sthg <'^ed with an air of 
mystery) 3 to surround with troops or ships so as to prevent escape or 
entry [L investire to clothe, surround, fr in- 4 vestis garment. (1) ML 
mvestire, fr L. to clothe; (3) MF mvestir, fr Olt mvestire, fr L, to 
surround] 

’Inveat vf 1 to commit (money) to a particular use (e g buying shares or 
new capital outlay) in order to earn a financial return 2 to devote (e g time 
or effort) to sthg for future advantages ^ v^p make an investment 
in a new car) [It investire to clothe, invest money, fr L, to clothe] - 

inveatable adj, investor n 

inveatigate /in'vestigayt/ vb 1 to make a systematic examination or 
study (of) 2 to conduct an official inquiry (into) [L investigatus, pp of 
investigare to track, investigate, fr in- ^ vestigium footpnnt, track] - 
iavestfgatioBal adj, investigative /-gativ/ adj, investigator a. investigatory 
At(9)ri/ adj, investigation A’gaysh(9)n/ a 

invaatiture /in'vestichd/ a a formal ceremony conferring an office or 
honour on sby [ME, fr ML investitura, fr investitus, pp of investire] 
'invaatmant /in'vestmsnt/ a a siege or blockade [’lAvesf] 
’invaatmant a (a sum oO money invested for income or profit; also the 
asset (c g property) purchased [’invesr] 

in'vaatmant .company n a company whose primary business is 
acquiring shares or secunties of other companies purely for investment 
purposes • compare holding company 

Invaatmant truat a an investment company that purchases secunties 
on behalf of its investon > compare unit trust 

invatarata /iA'vet(9)r9t/ adj 1 firmly, obstinately, and persistently 
established 2 habitual <aA ~ liar) [L invetpratus, fr pp of inveterate to 
age (vt), fr in- + veter-, vetus old - more at wether] - inveteracy /-si/ 
A, iavetorately adv ^ 

invidloua Advidvaa/ adj 1 tending to Gau(ic discontent, ill will, or envy 
2 of an unpleasant or objectionable nature; a kind causing or likely to 
cause barm or resentment [L invidiosus envfous, invidious, fr invidia envy 
> more at envy] - iavUionsly adv, invMkpsaeai a 

Invigilata /in'v^layt/ vb to keep watch ^ver); specif, Br to supervise 
(candidates) at (an examination) [L invigifktus, pp of invigiiaie to keep 
watch, fr in- + vigUare to keep watch - more at vigilant] > invigilator 
A^ idvigilition A'laysh(3)n/ a 

invigpratg /in'vigarayt/ vt to give fresh life and energy to (prob fr in- 
+ vigour] - invifQratiagly adv, iavigorator a. invigoratlon 
A’myBh(p)n/ a 

invlnclli^ /in'vinsobl/ adj incapable of being conquered or subdued 
[ME fr MP, fr LL invuidbUia, fr L /a- 4 vinoere to conquer - more at 
vicrOR] • laviadblcneM n. Invincibly adv, iavinefbUity /-'bibti/ a 

IgvIotobM /inMe-abbl/ adj (to be k^) secure from viobtioiw profana- 
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tion, or assault [MF or L; MF, fr L inviobbihs, fr in- 4 vioJarc to violate] 
- InTlolaUy adv, invioiiibUity /•'bilati/ n 

inviolat* /in'vie abt, -Jayt/ adj not violated or profaned - Invlolacy 
Absi/ n, Inviolately /-btli/ adv, Inviolatenesa n 
invisible /in'vizabl/ adj 1 incapable (by nature or circumstances) of 
being seen 2a not appearing in published financial statements assets') 
b not reflected in statistics earnings) c of or being trade in services 
(e g insurance or tourism) rather than goods - compare visible 3 too 
small or unobtrusive to be seen or noticed; inconspicuous (ME, fr MF. 
fr L invisibilis, fr m- -t- visibilis visible] - invisible n, invisibleness n, 
invisibly adv, invisibility /-za'bibti/ n 

In.vlnible Ink n an ink that remains invisible on paper until it is given 
some special treatment 

invitation /,invi'taysh(9)n/ n 1 an often formal request to be present or 
participate 2 an incentive, inducement ['invite -t- -ation] - invitational 
adj 

Mnvita /in'viet/ vt la to offer an incentive or inducement to b to 
(unintentionally) increase the likelihood of </ii5 actions ^ trouble) 2 to 
request (the presence of) formally or politely [MF or L; MF inviter, fr 
L invnare] - invitatory /-tat(a)n/ adj, inviter n, invitee /-'tee/ n 
‘invite /inviet/ n an invitation - infml 
inviting /inVietmg/ adj attractive, tempting - invitingly adv 
in vitro An 'veetroh, 'vitroh/ adv or adj outside the living body and in 
an artificial environment [NL, lit., in glass] 

in vivo /in 'veevoh/ adv or adj in the living body of a plant or animal 
[NL, lit., in the living] 

invocation /,inva'kaysh(d)n/ n 1 the act or process of petitioning for 
help or support, specif, often cap an invocatory prayer, esp at the 
beginning of a church service 2 the performing of magical ntes in order 
to summon [ME tnvocaaoun, fr MF invocation, fr L invocation-, 
wvocatio, fr invocatus, pp of invocaie] - in vocational adj. Invocatory 
/in'vokat(a)n/ adj 

invoice /invoys/ n 1 *bill 3a; specif an itemized list of goods shipped, 
usu specifying the price and the terms of sale 2 a consignment of 
merchandise [modif of MF envois, pi of envoi message - more at 
'envoy] 

‘invoice vt to submit an invoice for or to 

invoke /in'vohk/ vt la to petition (e g a deity) for help or support b to 
appeal to or cite as an authority 2 to call forth (e g a spirit) by uttenng 
a spell or magical formula 3 to make an earnest request for; soLici r 3 
4 to put into effect economic sanctions) [ME invoken, fr MF 
invoquer, fr L invocarc, fr in- 4 vocare to call - more at voice] - 
invoker n 

involucre /.inva'loohka/ n 1 or more whorls of bracts situated below and 
close to a flower (cluster) or fruit [F, fr NL involucrum, fr L, sheath, fr 
involvere to wrap] - involucral /-krai/ adj 

involuntery /in'vobnt(a)n/ adj 1 done contrary to or without choice 

2 not subject to conscious control; reflex muscle) [LL involuntanus, 
fr L in- 4 voluntanus voluntary] - involuntarily adv, invoinntari* 

Mnvolute /'invalooht/ adj la curled spirally b curled or curved inwards, 
esp at the edge <a/i leaf) c having the form of an involute <a gear with 
teeth) 2 convoluted 1 [L involutus involved, fr pp of involvere] - 
involutely adv 

‘involute n a curve traced by a point on a thread kept taut as it is unwound 
froip another curve 

‘involute /.inva'looht/ vi to return to a former condition (jafter pregnancy 
the uterus ^ s) 

involution /.inva'loohsh(a)n/ n 1 a (part) curving mwards 2 a shrinking 
or return to a former size [L involution-, involutio, fr inrcdutus, pp of 
involvere] 

involve /in'volv/ vt la to cause to be associated or uke part b to occupy 
(oneselO absorbingly; esp to commit (oneselO emotionally 2 to envelop 

3 to relate closely 4e to have within or as part of itself b to require as 
a necessary accompaniment [ME involven to roll up, wrap, fr L mvolvere, 
fr in- + volvere to roll - more at voluble] - iavolvemeat n, 
involver n 

involved adj 1 (needlessly or excessively) complex 2 taking part in 
(^workers ~ m building a (ban) - lavolv^y /-vidli/ adv 
invulnerable /in'vulnarabl/ aiy 1 incapable of being injured or harmed 
2 immune to or proof against attack [L invulnerabilis, fr in- 4 vulnerare 
to wound > more at vulneaabu] - invulaerableiMH n, iavnlBerably adv, 
iBTuieerability /-ra'bibti/ n 

inward Ainwood/ adj 1 situated within or directed towards the inside 
2 of or relating to the mind or spirit ^struggled to achieve ^ peace) [ME, 


fr OE inweard; akm to OHG iawert mward; both fr a prehistoric WGme 
compound whose constituents are represented by OE in A, OE -weard 
-ward] - iawardocas n 

'inwardly /-li/ adv 1 beneath the surface; internally 2 to oneself; in one's 
pnvate thoughts 

'inwards, NAm chiefly Inward adv 1 towards the inside, centre, or 
intenor 2 towards the inner being 

.in-'wrought adj I of a fabric decorated with a pattern woven or worked 
in 2 of a pattern woven or worked in (e g to a fabric) 
inyala /in'yahb/ n, pi inyalas, esp collectively inyala a nyab [Zulu 
inxala] 

iod-, iodo- comb form iodine (jodize) (^iodoform) [F iode] 
iodic /le'odik/ adj of or containing (pentavalent) iodine [F iodique, fr 
lode] - iodate /'ie-a,dayt/ n 

iodide /'ie-adied/ n a compound of iodine with an element or radical; esp 

a salt or ester of hydriodic acid [ISV] ^ 

iodine /'ie-a.deen/ n a (solid blackish grey) halogen element 
PERIODIC TABLE [F iodc, fr Gk toeides violet-coloured, fr ion violet] - 
iodinate /le'odinayt/ vt, lodinatioa /-'naysh(a)n/ n 
iod-ize, -ise A'xeajdvaJ vt to treat with iodine or an iodide <'«d salt) 
iodoform /ie'oda,fawm/ n a yellow solid compound with a penetrating 
smell that is a mild disinfectant [ISV iod- 4 -form (as in chloroform)] 
iodopsin /.ieo'dopsin/ n a light-sensitive pigment in the retinal cones 
that is important in the perception of colour, esp in daylight vision [lod- 
(fr Gk loeides violet-coloured) f Gk opsis sight, vision 4 E-in - more 
at optic] 

iodous /ie'odas/ adj of or contammg (tnvalent) iodine [ISV] 
ion /'le-an/ n 1 an atom or group of atoms that carries a positive or 
negative electric charge as a result of having lost or gained 1 or more 
electrons 2 a free electron or other charged subatomic particle [Ok, neut 
of ion, prp of lenai to go - more at issue] 

'ion /-i »n/ suffix {vb - n) la act or process of (^validation) b result of 
(a specified act or process) (regulahon) 2 quality or condition of 
(hydration) (ambition) [ME -loun, -ion, fr OF -ion, fr L -ion-, -lo] 
ion exchange n a reversible reaction, used esp for softening or removing 
dissolved substances from water, in which one kind of ion is interchanged 
with another of like charge - ioo-cxebanger n 
ionic /le'onik/ adj 1 of, existing as, or characterized by ions gases) 
2 functioning by means of ions conduction) [ISV] > loaiefty 
/.le-a'nisati/ n 

'Ionic adj 1 (charactenstic) of Ionia 2 of that 1 of the 3 Greek ordera of 
architei^e that is charactenzed esp by the scroll-shaped ornament of its 
capital architecture [L A MF; MF ionique, fr L lonicus, fr Gk 
ionikos, fr Ionia Ionia, ancient region of Asia Minor] 

‘Ionic n a dialect of ancient Greek used in Ionia 
ionic bond n an electrovalent chemical bond 
ionium /ie'ohm-am/ n a natural radioactive isotope of thorium with a 
mass number of 230 [ion; fr its ionizing action] 
ion ize, -lie /'le-a.niez/ vb to convert or become converted wholly or 
partly into ions [ISV] - ionizablc adj, ionizer n, ionization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

ionophore /ie'ona,fBw/ n a compound that increases the transport of a 
(metal) ion across a lipid barrier (e g a cell membrane) by reversibly 
combining with the ion and by increasing the permeability of the barrier 
to It 

iononphere /ie'ono^fio/ n the part of the earth's atmosphere that 
extends from an altitude above that of the stratosphere out to at least 
480km (about 3(X)mi) and consists of several distinct regions containing 
free ions; also a comparable region surroundmg another planet - ionoa- 
pberic /-'sferik/ adj, kmosphcrically adv 

iota /le'ohta/ a 1 the 9th l^ter of the Greek alphabet 2 an inrmitesimal 
amount [L, fr Gk iota, of Sem origin; akin to Heb yddh, 10th letter of 
the Heb dphabet] 

lOU /je oh 'yooh/ n (a written acknowledgment oO a ddx (prob fr the 
pronunciation of / owe you] 

-ious /-i'Os/ suffix (n adj) -ous (oiprious) [ME; partly fr OF -ious, 
-hux, fr L -iosus, fr -/■ (penultimate vowel of some noun stems) 4 -osus 
-ous; partly fr L -ius, adj suffix} 

IPA n INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET 

ipacac Aipi.kak/ n ipecacuanha 

ipacacuanha /4pi.kakyoo'ahna/ n (a tropical S American creeping 
plant of the madder family with) an underground stem and root formerly 
used dried as a purgative and emetic [Pg ipecacuanha^ fr Tupi ipekaag- 
nine] 
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Ipse «Mxit /jptay 'ctiksit/ n sn arbitrary dogmatic aneition [L, he 
biimdf said it] 

ipsiliterel /jp8i'lat(a)ral/ a4i situated or appearing on or affecting the 
same side of the body -> compare coreTRALATERAL (ISV, fr L ipse self, 
himself + later-, latus side] - IpsUaterally adv 
ipso facto /.ip^ Taktoh/ adv by the very nature of the case [NL. ht.. 
by the fact itself] 

lO A INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT 
If- - see 'iN- 

Iranian /i'rayni*9n, i'rahni>9n/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Iran 2 a 
branch of the Indo-European family of languages that includes Persian 
[/ran, country in SW Asia] » Iranian adj 

Iraqi /i'rahki, i'raki/ a 1 a native or inhabitant of Iraq 2 the dialect of 
Modern Arabic spoken in Iraq [Ar *iriqiy, fr ‘Iraq Iraq, country in SW 
Asia] - Iraqi adj 

irascible /i'rasibJ/ adj having an easily provoked temper [MF, fr LL 
irasabihs, fr L irasci to become angry, be angry, fr ira anger] - irascible- 
nest A. irascibly adv, irasdbillCy /-bibti/ n 

irate /ie'rayt/ adj roused to or arising from anger [L iratus, fr ira] - 
irately adv, iratencss n 

ire /ieV n intense and usu openly displayed anger [ME. fr OF. fr L ira, 
akin to OE ofost haste, zeal. Gk hieros holy, oistros gadfly, frenzy] - Ireftil 
adj 

irid-, IrMo- comb form 1 rainbow <iridesceaO 2 iris of the eye <iridec- 
tomyy 3 indium <iridfc>; iridium and iiridosmium} [(1) L ind-, iris; (2) 
NL irid-, iris; (3) ML iridium] 
irtdaceous /iri'dayshas/ adj of the iris family 
iridescence /iri'des(a)ns/ n (a display or effect suggestive of) a play of 
changing colours in a soap bubble, bird's plumage, etc - iridescent adj, 
iridescently adv 

Iridium /I'ridi^am/ n a silver-white hard bnttle very heavy (tetravalent) 
metallic element of the platinum group periodic table [NL, fr L 

irid-, ins; fr the coloun produced by its dissolving in hydrochlonc acid] 
- iridic /-dik/ adj 

iris /ieris/ o« pi (/) irises, irides /iendeez/. (2) irises, irides, esp 
collectively iris la the opaque contractile diaphram perforated by the 
pupil that forms the coloured portion of the eye nerve b iris, iris 
diaphragm an adjustable diaphragm of thin opaque plates that can be 
moved to control the size of an aperture 2 any of a large genus of plants 
with long straight leaves and large showy flowers plant [(2) NL 
Irid-, Iris, genus name, fr L ind-, iris rainbow, iris plant, fr Gk, rainbow, 
iris plant, iris of the eye; (1) NL irid-, iris, fr Gk] 

Mrish /'ierish/ adj \ of Ireland or the Insh (language) 2 amusingly 
illogical [ME, fr OE Iras Irishmen, of Celtic ongin; akin to OIr Eriu 
Ireland] ■> Irishsun /-man/ n 

Mrishn Ip/ in constr the people of Ireland 2 Irish, Irish Gaelic the Oyuc 
language of Ireland, esp as used since the end of the medieval period 

ALPHABET 

.Irish 'coffee a hot sugared coffee with Irish whiskey and whipped 
cream 

Jrieh 'moea n carrageen 

.Irish 'setter n (any oO a breed of chestnut-brown or mahogany-red 
gundogs 

.Irish terrier a (any oO a breed of active medium-sized terriers with a 
' dense usu reddish wiry coat 

.Irish 'whiskey a whisky made in Ireland, chiefly of barley 
.Irish ^wolfhound a (any oO a breed of very large tall hounds of the 
general form of a greyhound but much larger^and stronger 
Irk /uhk/ vt to make weary, irritated, or bored [ME irken] 

Irksome /’Sjaym/ adj troublesome, annoying - irksomely adv, irkaq|pe 
ness A 

'iron /ie^an/ a 1 a heavy malleable ductile magnetic silver-white metallic 
element that readily rusts in mohair, occura in most igneous rocks, and 
is vital to biological processes periodic table 2 sthg (orig) made 
of iron: c g a sthg used to bind or restrain - usu pi b a heated metal 
implmnent used for branding or cauterizing c a metal implement with a 
smooth flat typically triangular bsK that is heated (e g by electricity) and 
used te smooth or press clothing d a stirrup e any of a numbered series 
of usu 9 golf clubs with metal heads of varying angles for hitting the ball 
to various heights and lengths 3 great strength or hardness [ME, fr OE 
isem, /ran; akin to OHG isam iron] • IroB In tbe fin a prospective course 
of action: a plan not yet realized (got several irons in the fire and Fm 
hoping to bind something before very long - W S Maugham> 
Hr6na4j 1 (made) of iron 2 rteembling iron (e g in appearance, strength, 
solidity, or dura^ty) - Iraancas o 


*iron vr 1 to smooth (as if) with a heated iron <•« ed h/s shirty 2 to remove 
(e g wrinkles) by ironing - oAm + out ^vito be capable of being ironed 
(this skirt ^s well) USE^^ symbol 

Iron Ago a the period of human culture characterized by the widespread 
use of iron for making tools and weapons and dating from before 
1000 BC 

.Iron-bound /•'bownd/ adj bound (as iO with iron: e g a rugged or harsh 
coasfy b stern, rigorous 

Mron'clad /-'klad/ adj sheathed in iron or steel armour 
*'iron.clod n an ironclad naval vessel, esp in the 19th c 
.iron 'curtain a, often cap lAC an esp political and ideological barrier 
between the Communist countries of E Europe and the non-Communist 
count nes of (and those friendly to) W Europe 
.iron 'gray adj or n dark greenish grey 

ironic /ie'ronik/, Ironical Akl/ adj 1 of, containing, or constituting irony 
2 given to irony - ironically adv, ironicalneas n 
ironing /’ie-aning/ n clothes and cloth articles (e g towels and tablecloths) 
that are (to be) ironed 

'ironing .board n a narrow flat board, on which clothes are ironed, 
mounted on collapsible and adjustable legs 

ironist /'ieranist/ n one who uses irony, esp in the development of a 
literary work or theme 

.iron 'lung n a device for artificial respiration that fits over the patient’s 
chest and forces air into and out of the lungs 

'lron.mongar /-.mung ga/ n, Br a dealer in esp household hardware - 
ironmongery n 

iron out vt to put right or correct (c g a problem or defect); resolve (e g 
difficulties) 

.Iron 'pyritat n iron disulphide occurnng as a lustrous pale brass-yellow 
mineral 

'iron .ration n an emergency food ration, esp for a soldier [fr its ong 
consisting mainly of tinned food] 

'iron.stona /-.stohn/ n a hard sedimentary iron ore. esp a siderite 
'iron.wara /-.wea/ n articles, esp vessels and implements for domestic 
use, made of iron 

'iron, works /-.wuhks/ n, pi ironworks a mill or building where iron or 
steel is smelted or heavy iron or steel products are made - often pi with 
sing, meaning 

irony /'ierani/ n la the use of words to express a meaning other than and 
esp the opposite of the literal meaning b an expcwsion or utterance using 
irony 2a (an event or situation showing) incongruity between actual 
circumstances and the normal, appropriate, or expected result b dka 
MATic IRONY 3 an attitude of detached awareness of incongruity (viewed 
with -w the craze for individuality} [L imnia, fr Gk eironeia, fr eiron 
dissembler] 

Iroquoian /.ira'kwoyan/ n a language ^ily of eastern N Amenca 
including Cherokee. Erie, and Mohawk language - Iroquoian 
adj 

Iroquois /’irakwoy(z)/ n pi in constr a confederation of N American 
Indian tnbes of the W USA [F, fr Algonquin Innakhoiw, lit , real 
adders] 

irradiata /i'raydiayt/ vt la to cast rays (of light) upon b to give 
intellectual or spiritual insight to c to affect or treat by (exposure to) 
radiant energy (e g heat) 2 to emit like rays (of light); radiate 2 [L 
inadiatus, pp of irradiare, fr in- f radius ray] - Irradiance n, irradiative 
adj, irradiator n 

irradiation /Lraydi'aysh(a)n/ a 1 an irradiating 2 exposure to radiation 
(e g X rays or alpha rays) 

'irrational /i'rash(»)nl/ adj not rational: eg a not governed by or 
according to reason b being or having a value that is an irrational number 
(an ~ root of an equation} [ME, fr L irratiogahs, fr in- + rationalis 
rational] > irradonaliam a, Irrattonaliat n, irrat^nally adv, Irrationality 
A’abti/ A 

*trrational, Irrational number a a number (e g 9r)giat cannot be expressed 
as the result of^.jMing 1 integer by anothe^ * compare rational 
number, surd NUMBER [ 

'irraconcilabla /i'rek9n.siel9bl/ adj impossible ^ reconcile: e g a resol- 
utely opposed b INCOMPATIBLE 1 - irrecoiicilal|eBesa n, irreconcilably 
adv, irrabpndlabflity Abliibti/ n ^ 

Nrracobcilablf n an opponent of compromise pr collaboration 
irracovarkbl# /4ri'kuv(a)r9bl/ adj not capable of being recovered or 
retrieved -Irracoverably adv 

irrqdqqmqblq /jri'deemabl/ adj not redeemable; esp beyond remedy; 
hopeless liraiilsenably adv 

irr^qntlam /3ri'den4iz(a)m / a advocacy of the restoration of territories 
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to the countries to which they are historically or ethnically related {It 
imdentismo, fr (Italia) irredenta Italian-speaking territory not incorpor- 
ated in Italy, lit., unredeemed luly] • trredentist n or adj 
irr^duclbl# /.iri'dyoohsabl/ adj impossible to bring into a desired, 
normal, or simpler state <aji ^ matrix') - Irreducibly adv, irredudbllity 
/-sa'bibti/ n 

irrefrangible /.m'franjabl/ adj not capable of being refracted 
Irrefutable /.iri'fyoohtabl, iVefyootabl/ adj incontrovertible [LL 
irrefutabilis, fr L in- -f refutare to refute] - Irrcfbtably adv. Irrefutability 
/-•biJati/ n 

'irregular /i'regyoob/ adj la contrary to rule, custom, or moral prin- 
dples b not inflected in the normal manner; specif strong 14 c 
inadequate because of failure to conform d of troops not belonging to the 
regular army organization 2 lacking symmetry or evenness 3 lacking 
continuity or regularity, esp of occurrence or activity (ME irreguler, fr 
MF, fr LL irregularis not in accordance with rule, fr L in- 4 reguians 
regular] - Irregularly adv 
‘irregular n an irregubr soldier 

Irregularity /i,regyoo'brdti/ n sthg irregular (e g contrary to accepted 
professional or ethical standards) ['irrfgular + -ity] 
irrelevant /i'reliv(a)nt/ adj not relevant; inapplicable - irrelevance n. 
irrelevancy n, irrelevantly adv 

irreligion /.in'lij(9)n/ n hostility to or disregard of religion [MF or L; 
MF, fr L irreligion-, irreligio, fr in- 4 religion-, religio religion] - 
irreligionist n, irreliglons adj, Irreligionaly adv 
irremediable /.in'meedi'abl, -dyabl/ adj not remediable; specif incur- 
able [L inemediabilis, fr in- + remediabths remediable] > irremediable- 
ness n. Irremediably adv 

irreparable /i'rep(9)rabl/ adj not able to be restored to a previous 
condition [MF,^ fr MF, fr L irreparabihs. fr in- + reparabilis reparable] 
- irreparabicacaa n. Irreparably adv 

irreplaceable /.iri'playsobi/ adj having no adequate substitute [ir- + 
replaceable] - irrepiaceably adv 

irrepreaeible /.iri'presabl/ adj impossible to restrain or control [ir- + 
repressible] - irrepressibly adv, irrepressiblllty /-sa'bibti/ n 
irreproecheble /.m'prohchabl/ adj offenng no foundation for blame or 
criticism [iR- 4- reproactiable] - irreproachably adv, irreproachabllity 
/-cha'bibti/ n 

irrealatible /.in'zistabl/ adj impossible to resist successfully; highly 
attractive or enticing - irresistibleness n, irresistibly adv, irresistibility 
/-’bihit/ n 

irresolute /i'rez3l(y)ooht/ adj lacking decision or a firm aim and 
purpose - irresolutely adv, irresoluteness n, irresolution 
/-'l^)oohsh(9)n/ n 

.irre'apective of /.in'spektiv/ prep without regard or reference to; in 

SPITE OF 

irreaponsible /.iri'sponsobi/ 1 showing no regard for the consequences 
of one's actions 2 unable to bear responsibility [iR- 4- responsible] - 
Irresponsibly adv, irresponsibility /-sa'bibti/ n 
irreverence /i'rev(a)rans/ n (an act or utterance showing) lack of 
reverence - irreverent adj. Irreverently adv 

irreversible /.in'vuhsabl/ adj unable to be changed back into a previous 
state or condition [ir- 4 'rlversibi e] - irreversibly adv, irreversibility 
/sa'bibti/ n 

irrevocable /i'revakabl/ adj incapable of being revoked or altered [ME, 
fir L irrevocabHis, fr in- 4 revocabilis revocable] - Irrevocably adv. 
Irrevocability /-'bilati/ n 

irrigate /'irigayt/ vt to wet, moisten e g a to supply (e g land) with water 
by artificial means b to flush (e g an eye or wound) with a stream of liquid 
~ vi to practise irrigation [L irrigatus, pp of imgare, fr in- 4 rigare to 
water] - irrigator n. Irrigation /-'gaysh(a)n/ n 
irritabi# /'iritabl/ adj capable of being imtated: e g a easily exaspeidted 
or excited b (excessively) responsive to stimuli - Irrltableness n, irritably 
adv, irritability /-'bilati/ n 

Irritant /'int(a)nt/ n sthg that irritates or excites - irritant adj 
Irritate /'iritayt/ vr 1 to excite impatience, anger, or displeasure in 2 to 
induce a response toa stimulus in or of vi to cause or induce displeasure 
or anger [L irritatua, pp of initare] - irritatingly adv. Irritative /-tativ/ 
a^. Irritation /-'Uysh(a)n/ n f/ 

irrupt /i'nipt/ vi to rush in fbrcibly or violently [L irruptus, pp of 
irrumpere, lit., to break in, fr in* ■¥ nunpat to break - more at bereave] 
' ImijptioB /-sh(a)n/ n. irmptife /-tiv/ adj, irmptively adv 
la /z; strong iz/ prea 3 sing of be, dial pres IA2 sing of be, substandard 
pres pi of BB [ME, fr OE; akin to OHO isl is (fr sin to be), L est (fr esse 
to be), Ok esti (fr einai to be)] 


is-. Iso- comb form 1 equal; homogeneous; uniform fysacoustK) 2 
isomeric with (a specified compound or radical) (isopropyl) [LL, fr Ok, 
fr isos equal] 

Isaiah /le'zie-a/ n (a book of the Old Testament attributed to) a major 
Hebrew prophet active about 720 bc [Heb Yisha'ayahu] 
ischaemia /is'keemi-a/ n local deficiency of blood due to decreased 
arterial flow [NL, fr ischaemus styptic, fr Gk ischaimos, fr tschetn to 
restrain f haima blood; akin to Gk echan to hold - more at scheme] 
ischium /'iskiom/ n, pi Ischia /*iski-d/ the rearmost and lowest of the 
3 principal bones composing either half of the pelvis [L, hip joint, fr Gk 
ischion] - ischial adj 
-ise /-lez/ - see -ize 

isentropic /4e8en'tropik/ adj of equal or constant entropy - isentro^- 
cally adv 

-ish /-ish/ suffix 1 (n - adj) of or belonging to (a specified country or 
ethnic group) <Fminsh> 2a(l) (adj, n adj) having a trace of <5uniJifer- 
tsh>; slightly (purphsb) (biggisYi) (2) (n - adj) having the approximate 
age of (fortyisYi) (3) (n -* adj) being or occurring at the approximate time 
of <«gAnsh> b (n - adj) having the characteristics of (boy\sh) <mu/»h> 

- often derog (childish) (bookish) [ME, fr OE -isc, akin to OHG -isc 
-ish, Gk -iskos, dim. suffix] 

isinglass /'lezing.glahs/ n a very pure gelatin prepared from the air 
bladders of sturgeons and other fishes and used esp in jellies and glue 
[prob by folk etymology fr obs D huizenblas, fr MD huusbiase, fr huus 
sturgeon 4 h/ase bladder] 

Islam /izlahm, -lam/ 11 1 the religious faith of Muslims including belief 
in Allah as the sole deity and in Muhammad as his prophet 2a the 
civilization or culture accompanying Islamic faith b the group of modem 
nations in which Islam is the dominant religion [Ar islam submission (to 
the will of God)] - Islamic /-mik/ n or adj. Islaauze /'izbmiez/ vt, 
Islamization /-'zayshfajn/ n 

island /*iebnd/ n 1 an area of land surrounded by water and smaller than 
a continent 2 sthg like an island (e g in being isolated or surrounded) 3 
traffic island 4 an isolated superstructure on the deck of a ship, esp 
an aircraft earner [alter of earlier iland, fr ME, fr OE igland\ akin to ON 
eyiand island; both fr a prehistoric NGmc-WGmc compound whose first 
constituent is represented by OE ig island (akin to OE ea river, L aqua 
water) and whose second is represented by OE land] - Maader n 
isle /iel/ n a (small) island - used in some names [ME. fr OF, fr L 
insula] 

islet /lelit/ n 1 a little island 2 a small isolated mass of 1 type of 
tissue 

.islet of 'Langerhans /lang-a.hanz/ n any of the groups of endocrine 
cells in the pancreas that secrete insulin [Paul Langerhans tl888 G 
physician] 

ism / iz(a)m/ n a distinctive doctnne, cause, theory, or practice - often 
derog [-ism] 

-ism /•iz(9)m/ suffix (n, adj - n) la act, practice, or process of 
(plagiarism) b mode of behaviour charactenstic of (sby or sthg specified) 
(cannibalism) 2a state, condition, or property of (magnetism) b patho- 
logical sute or condition resulting from excessive use of (a specified drug) 
(alcoholism) or marked by resemblance to (a specified person or thing) 
(gigantism) 3a doctnne. theory, or cult of (Buddhism) b adherence to 
(a specified doctnne or system) (stoicism) c prejudice on grounds of 
<sejnsm> 4 charactenstic or peculiar feature of (a specified language or 
vanety of bnguage) (colloquiahsm) (Angliasm) [ME -isme, fr MF ft L; 
MF, partly fr L -isma (fr Gk) ft partly fr L -ismus, fr Gk -ismos; Gk -isma 
ft -tsmos, fr verbs in -izein -ize] 
isn't /'iznt/ is not 
iso- - sec is- 

isobar /'icsohbah, 'iesa-/ a 1 a line on a chart connecting places whete 
the atmosphenc pressure is the same 2 any of 2 or more atoms or elements 
having the same atomic weights or mass numbers but different atomic 
numbers [ISV is- + -bar (fr Gk hams weight); akin to Gk barys heavy 

- more at 'grieve] - laobsric /-'barik/ adj 

isochron /'lesa.kron/ n a line on a chart connecting points at which an 
event occurs simultaneously or which represents the same time or time 
difference [ISV is- 4 -chron (fr Gk chrmos time)] 
isochronal /te'sokranl/, iaochronoas /-nas/ adj having equal duration; 
recumng at regular intervals [Gk isochrones, fr is- 4 chronos time] > 
iaochroBBlly adv, isochronlim n 

isoclint /iesolLklien/ n a fold of rock so closely compressed that the 2 
sides are (nearly) pandlel - isodlsid /•'klienl/, bodlsie A'klinik/ adj 
isodynamic /.iesohdie'namik/ adj connecting points at which the mag- 
netic intensity is the same line) [ISV] 
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.Isoe'ltctrlc /4'kktrik/ adj having or representing no difference of 
electric potential (ISV] 

,iao'«nzym« /-'enziem/ n an isozyme - iaocazynuitlc /-enzi'inatik/ adj, 
isosnainidc /•cq'ziemik/ adi 

.iso'genk; A'jenik/ adjchanctenzed by essentially identical genes ^ident- 
ical twina ere ^ > («• + gene + -fc) 

'ito^gloag /-.glo^ n (a representation oO an imaginary line dividing 
pUm or regions that differ in a particular linguistic feature [ISV is- t 
Gk gloaaa language - more at ^oloss] - isoglMsal A'gloal/ adj 
'(•oglmlc y.ies3*gonik/, isogonal /ie'soganl/ adj of or having equal angles 
(ISV is- + Gk gonia angle - more at -oon] 

‘Itogonic adj of, having* or indicating equality of magnetic dip 
laofMl yiesolUiel, 'iesa-/ n a line on a chart connecting places of equal 
duration of sunshine [is- + Ok helios sun - more at 'solar] 
isohyet /aesohliieot/ n a line on a chart connecting areas of equal 
rainfkll [ISV is- + Gk hyetoa rain > more at hyet-] - laohyetal /-'hie atl/ 
adj 

isolate /iesCayiayt/ vf 1 to set apart from others; a/so to quarantine 2 
to separate from another subsunce so as to obtain m a pure form 3 to 
insulate (back-formation fr isolated set apart, fr F isole, fr It isolato, fr 
isola island, fr L insula] - isolataUe adj, isolator n, laolaMe adj. Isolation 
/•'layah(a)n/ n 

ieolationism /jes3lay8h3n4z(d)m/ n a policy of national isolation by 
refraining from engaging in international relations - iaolatioBist n or 
adj 

leoletielne /^esohloohseen. -sin, 4 eas-/ n an essential amino acid found 
in most proteins and essential to the diet of human beings [ISV] 
ieomer Aesama/ n a compound, radical, ion, or nuclide isomeric with 1 
or more othen [ISV, back-formation fr isomeric, fr Gk isomera equally 
divided, fr is- meros part ~ more at merit] 
isomeritm /ie'soma 4 i^a)m/ n 1 the relation of 2 or more chemical 
compounds, radicals, or ions that contain the same numbers of atoms of 
the same elements but differ in structural arrangement and properties 2 
the relation of 2 or more types of atom with the same mass number and 
atomic number but different energy states and rates of radioactive decay 
3 the condition of being isomerous - iaonerlae vb, laomeriiatioa 
Aric'za;^sh(a)n/ n, isomeric /jesoh'merik/ adj 
isoineroug /ie’semaros/ adj having an equal number of parts (e g ridges 
or markings); esp, of a fhwer having the members of each floral whorl 
equal in number 

isomwtric /jesoh'metnk, .lesa-/ also Isometrical Akl/ adj 1 of or 
characterized by equality of measure 2 cubic 2 3 of or involving 
isometrics 4 being a representation of an object ip. which 3 mutually 
perpendicular axes are equally inclined to the drawing” surface - isometri- 
cally adv 

inometrlc lln* n a line representing changes of pressure or temperature 
under conditions of constant volume 

.ito'motrict n pi but sing or pi tn constr (a system oO exercises in which 
opposing muscles are contracted so that there is little shortening but great 
increase in tone of muscle fibres involved 

isomorphic /.icso'mawftk, jesoh-/ adj having or involving structural 
similarity or identity - iaoBMMph n, laosiorphfcally adv, IsomorphlsiB n. 

Isophots Aiesa/oht, 'iesoh-/ o a line on a chart joining points of equal 
light intensity from a given source [ISV is- -phote (fr Gk phot-, pbos 
light) - more at fancy] - iaoghotal ATohtl/ adj 
Isopisth Aesoh.pleth, 'iesa-/ Ji a line on a map qonnecting points at which 
a given variable (e g humidity) has a constant value [ISV is- + Gk pleUtos 
quantity; akin to Gk pleth^ to be full - more at full] - boplcttc 
A'plethik/ adi ^ 

isOfMd /*iesa.pod/ n any of a large order of small crustaceans with eyes 
not borne on stalks and having 7 pairs of similar legs [deriv of Gk is- -t- 
pod", poos foot - more at foot] - laopod adit iaopodaa /ie'sopodan, 
^esa'pohdan/ adj or n 

'Isojsrsns A.preen/ n an inflammable liquid compound used esp in 
synthetic rubber [prob fr is- + propyl -ene] 

I s os c s t sp /ie'somleez/ adj, of a triangle having 2 equal aides 
Mn’tWESifATics [tL. fr Gk isoakeUa, fr is- + skdoa leg - more at 
^ cvUNoer) 

Isosslsmsl /.icK>h*siezmal, jeca-/ adj rdattng to, having, or indicatmg 
equal intensity of earthquake shock 

icostppy /idsoslast/ii the condition of equUibrium in the earth's crust 
miiitlaliied by a yicidiiig flow of tiib^irface rock 1 ^ 
thMnl Miuai (ISV is- Ok -stasia condition of standing, fr biatanai to 
diaab lo stand - moK at stand] - Isoatatk /jesoh'statik, 4eso-/ adi 


inothprm AesolLthuhm, 'icso*/ n 1 a line on a chart connecting points 
having the same temperature at a given time or the same mean tempera- 
ture for a given period 2 a line on a chart representing changes of volume 
or pressure under conditions of constant temperature [F isotherme 
isothermal, fr is- + Gk tbermos hot - more at warm] - laolkcnnal 
A'thuhml/ adj 

Isotonic /.iesatonik/ adj having the same concentration as a surrounding 
medium or a liquid under comparison - compare hypertonic, hypo- 
tonic [ISV] - ifotonldty Atoh'niseti/ n 

Isotope /*iesa,tohp/ n any of 2 or more species of atoms of a chemical 
element that have the same atomic number and nearly identical chemical 
behaviour but differ in atomic mass or mass number and physical 
properties [is- + Gk topos place - more at topic] - isotopic A'topik/ adj, 
tsotopicidly adv, isotopy /ie'sotapi; also 'ies9.tohpi/ n 
Isotropic /ic8oh‘tropik, .lesa-/ adj having physical properties with the 
same values in all directions <jm ^ crystal^ [ISV] - isotropy 
/ie'sotropi/ n 

'iso,zyme /-jkm/ n any of 2 or more chemically distinct but functionally 
similar enzymes - isozynic A'ziemik/ adj 

l-spy /ie 'spie/ n a children's game in which a visible object is guessed from 
the initial letter of its name 

Isrsel Azrayal, 'izrie*9l/ n 1 the Jewish people 2 a people chosen by God 
(^Cbnstians claim to be the true ^ > [ME, fr OE, fr LL, fr Gk Israel, fr 
Heb 

Isrssli /iz'rayli/ adj (characteristic) of modern Israel [NHeb yiiri'eli, fr 
Heb, Israelite, n ft adj. fr K/xraWj - Israeli n 
Isrsslits /izraliet/ n any of the descendants of the Hebrew patriarch 
Jacob; specif a member of any of the 10 Hebrew tnbes occupying northern 
Palestine in biblical times [ME, fr LL Israeiita, fr Gk Israelites, fr Israel] 
- Israelite adj 

'issu# /‘ish(y)ooh, 'isyooh/ n 1 the action of going, coming, or flowing out 
2 a means or place of going out 3 offspring (^died without ) 4 an 
outcome that usu resolves or decides a problem 5 a matter that is in 
dispute between 2 or more parties; a controversial topic 6 sthg coming 
out from a usu specified source 7a the act of publishing, giving out, or 
making available <the next ^ of commemorative stamps} b the thing or 
the whole quantity of things given out, published, or distributed at 1 time 
<road the latest } [ME, exit, proceeds, fr MF, fr OF, fr issir to come 
'out, go out, fr L exire to go out, fr ex- + ire to go; akin to Goth iddja he 
went, Ok lenai to go, Skt eti he goes] - issaellfc adj - at issue under 
discussion or consideration; in dispute - Join/take issue to take an 
opposing or conflicting stand; disagree or engage in argument on a point 
cd dispute 

*IS8ue VI la to go, come, or flow out b to emerge 2 to descend from a 
specifled parent or ancestor 3 to be a consequence - ^ in 4 to appear or 
become available through being given out, published, or distnbuted vt 
1 to cause to come out 2a to give out, distnbute, or provide officially b 
to send out for sale or circulation • issuer n 
'•iat /-ist/ suffix ( - n) la one who performs (a specified action) (^eyebst} 
b one who makes or produces (a specified thing) </iovc/ist> c one who 
plays (a specified musical instrument) ^harpist} d one who operates (a 
specified mechanical instrument or device) ^motorist} 2 one who special- 
izes in or practises (a specified art, science, skill, or profession) 
(geohgisl} iyentrUoqmsX} 3 one who adheres to or advocates (a specified 
doctrine, system, ior code of behavioi^ ^socialist} ^royabsi} 
(^hedonist} (jCalvinaX} 4 one who is prejudice on ; grounds of 
<sexi8t> [ME -iste, fr OF ft L; OF -iste, fr L 4sta, -istes, ft Gk -ista, 
fr verbs in -izern -ize] 

Mat suMx (- adj) 1 relating to, ror characteristic of 
(dilettantist} (obscurantist} 2 showing pr^dke on grounds of 
</ucist> I 

iathmian /'isthmi*an/ adj of or occurring on |r near an isthmus; esp, 
iOffea cap of the Isthmus of (Torinth in Greece of the games held thm in 
ancient times | 

iathmua Aismas; also 'isthmus/ n 1 a narrow i|np of land connecting 2 
larger land areas 2 a narrow anatomical part dpnnecting 2 larger parts 
(L, fr Gk istbmos] } 

iatia /'istli/ n a strong fibre (e g for cordage W basketry) made from 
various tropicil American plants [AmerSp ixti, fr Nahuatl tebth"] 

*ft /it/ pron, la that thing, creature, or group - hsed as subject or object 
(saw the bdvse and noticed that was very akt} (had a baby but lost 
comparf .Hfi, its, they, there 2 b the person in question (who is 
'^TlVsme} 2 -^psed u subject of an impenonalveib 's raining} b 

not far to Loodoh} 3a - used as anticipatory subject or object of a verb 
('--^s no tint being a secretary} (I take that you reffjse} b- used to 



626 


jab 


highlight part of a sentence <~ was the President who arrived yester- 
yesterday that he arrived^ c - used with many verbs and 
prepositions as a meaningless object <rui 2 for (footed ^ back to 
campy 4a this, that - used to refer to previous or following information 
(She faded. It*s a shame) b - used to refer to an explicit or implicit state 
of affairs (how’s ^ going?} 5 that which is available (one boiled egg and 
that’s ^>, important (yes, that’s just or appropnate (a bit tighter, 
that’s [ME, fr OE hit - more at he] 

‘It n I the player in a usu children's game who performs a unique role (e g 
trying to catch others in a game of tag) 2 sex appeal; also sexual 
INTERCOURSE - infml 

Italian /rtali-an/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Italy 2 the Romance 
language of the Italians language [ME, fr L Italia Italy, country 
of S Europe, fr Gk Italia] - Italian adj, Italianate /-nat. -nayt/ adj 
'italic /I'talik/ adj 1 cap (charactenstic) of ancient Italy or of Italic 2 of 
a type style with characters that slant upwards to the right (e g in ’these 
words are italic') 

‘italic n 1 (a character in) an italic type style 2 cap the Italic branch of 
the Indo-European language family that includes Latin, ancient Italian 
languages, and the Romance languages descended from Latin 
italiC'ize, -iae /rtali,siez/ vt to pnnt in italics - Italicization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

Italo- /italoh-/ comb form Italian; Italian and <ltalo-i4 usrrfan) 

'itch /ich/ VI 1 to have or produce an itch 2 to have a restless desire (were 
~ ing to go outside} — infml ~ vt to cause to itch [ME icchen, fr OE 
giccan; akin to OHG jucchen to itch] 

‘itch n la an irntating sensation in the upper surface of the skin that makes 
one want to scratch b a skin disorder characterized by such a sensation 
2 a restless desire - infml - itchineas n, itchy adj 
it'd Aiad/ it had; it would 

'-ite /-let/ sufSx ( - n) la one who belongs to (a speafied place, group, 
etc) (Israelite} (sociahte} (Hittite} b adherent or follower of (a specified 
doctnne or movement) (Pre-Raphaelite} (Thatchenie} 2a(l) product of 
(metabolite} (catabohte} (2) commeraally manufactured product (ebo- 
mie} b -itol (inostte} 3 fossil (ammonite} 4 piineral (baux- 
ite} (bentomte} 5 segment or constituent part of (a specified body or 
organ) (somite} (dendrite} [ME, fr OF & L; OF, fr L -ita, -ites, fr Gk 
-ites\ (3) NL -ites, fr L; (5) F, fr L -ita, -ites] 

‘•ite suffix (-» n) salt or ester of (a specified acid with a name ending in 
-ous) (sulphite} [F. alter, of -ate -ate, fr NL -atum] 

'item /'letam/ adv and in addition - used to introduce each article in a list 
or enumeration [ME, fr L. fr ita thus] 

‘item n 1 a separate unit in an account or senes 2 a separate piece of news 
or information 

item-ize, -ise /'letamiez/ vt to list <^d alt expenses} - itemization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

iterate /'itarayt/ vt to say or do again or repetitively [L iteratus, pp of 
iterare, fr iterum again; akin to L is he, that, ita thus, Skt itara the other, 
it! thus] - Iteration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 

iterative Atantiv/ adj 1 frequentative 2 relating to or being a computa- 
tional procedure in which each repetition of a cycle of operations produces 
a result that approximates more closely to the desired result - iteratively 
adv 

ithyphallic /.ithi'falik/ adj having an erect penis - used of figures in 
pictures or statues [LL ithyphallicus, fr Gk ithyphaJlikos, fr ithyphallos 
erect phallus, fr ithys straight + phallos phallus] 
itinarbncy /ie'tinaransi, i'ti-/ n a system (e g in the Methodist Church) 
of rotating ministers among several congregations [itinerant -v -cy] 
itinerant /le'tinarant, i'ti-/ a4j travelling from place to place; esp cover- 
ing a circuit preacher} [LL itinerant-, itinerans, prp of itmerari to 
journey, fr L itiner-, iter journey, way, fr ire to go - more ai j»^sue) - 
itinerant n 

i'tinarary /ie'tinarari, i'ti-/ n 1 the (proposed) route of a journey 2 a 
travel diary 3 a traveller's guidebook 

Itinerate /ie'tinarayt, i'ti-/ vi to travel from place to place, esp on a 
preaching or judicial circuit - itineration /-'rayshCajn/ n 
-itioua Aishaa/ suffix adj) relating to or having the characteristics of 
</7crinous> (superstitious) [L -icius, -itius] 

•itia /-ietas/ suffix n),pt -itiaaa also -Itides /-ietadeez/ 1 disease or 
inflammation of (bronchitis) la suffering caused by a surfeit or excess 
of (ehctioaitis} b infatuation or obsession with (/azzitis) USE {2) 
humor [NL, fr L & Ok; L, fr Ok, fr fern of -ita -ite] 

It'll Ati/ it will; it shall 

-Kol /-itol/ su^x (-* a) polyhydroxy alcohol, usu related to a sugar 
(jnamntol) [ISV -ite (fr '-ite) 4 -of] 


ite /its/ adj relating to it or itself, esp as possessor (^ climate} (going to 
^ kennel}, agent (a child proud of first drawings}, or (Aject of an 
action (~ final enactment into law} 
it's /its/ it is; it has 

itself /it'self/ pron 1 that identical thmg, creature, or group - compare 
'it 1; used reflexively (a cat washing ^) or for emphasis (the letter ^ 
was missing}, compare oneself 2 its normal self > in itself intnnsically 
considered (not dangerous in itseli) 

Itsy-bitsy Aitsi 'bust/ adj tiny - infml [prob fr baby talk for little 
bit] 

•ity Asti/ suffix ( - n) 1 quality or state of (authonty} (theatneahty}, 
also instance of (a specified quality or state) (an otxcenit^ 2 amount or 
degree of (humidity} (salinity} [ME -ite, fr OF or L; OF-/fe, fr L -itat-, 
-itas, fr -/- (stem vowel of adjs) + -tat-, -tas -ity; akin to Gk -ret-, -ta 
-Ity] 

lUD n intrauterine device 

-ium /-lam/ suffix (-* n). pi -iiuns, -it AiV la chemical element 
(sodium) b positive ion (imidazohum} (ammonium} 2 small kind of; 
mass of - esp in botanical terms (pollinium} 3 biological part; part or 
region of body (epithelium} (hypogastrium} [(I) NL, fr L, ending of 
some neut nouns; (2, 3) NL, L, fr Gk -lan] 

'-Ive Aiv/ suffix (-» adj) 1 tending to; disposed to (corrective} (sportive} 
2 performing (a specified function) (descriptive} (generative} [ME -if. 
-ive, fr MF k L; MF -if, fr L -/Vus] 

‘-ivs sufix n) 1 sby or sthg that performs or serves to accomplish (a 
specified action) (sedative} (detective} 2 sby who is in or affect^ by (a 
specified state or condition) (captive} (consumptive} 

I've /iev/ I have 

ivied fievid/ adj overgrown with ivy (^ walls} 
ivory /'levan/ n 1 the hard creamy-white form of dentine of which the 
tusks of elephants and other tusked mammals are made 2 a creamy 
slightly yellowish white colour 3 pi things (e g dice or piano keys) made 
of (sthg resembling) ivory - infml [ME ivone, fr OF ivoire, fr L eboreus 
of ivory, fr ebor-, ebur ivory, fr Egypt • b, bw elephant, ivory] - ivory 
adj 

, ivory 'black n a fine black pigment made by calcining ivory 
'ivory ,nut n the nutlike seed of a S Amencan palm that is the source of 
vegetable ivory 

.ivory 'tower n aloofness from practical concerns; also a place encourag- 
ing such an attitude [trans of F tour d’lvoire] 

ivy Aevi/ n a very common and widely cultivated Eurasian woody 
climbing plant with evergreen leaves, small yellowish flowers, and black 
bemes [ME, fr OE lYig; akin to OHG ebah ivy] 

'Ivy .Leegue adj, NAm (characteristic) of a group of long-established 
prestigious eastern US colleges (e g Harvard) 
izard /'izad/ n a chamois found in the Pyrenees [F] 

-ize, -ise /-iez/ suffix (-> vb) la(l) cause to be. conform to, or resemble 
(liquidize} (popularize} (2) subject to (a specified action) 
(plagiarize} (criticize) (3) impregnate, treat, or combine with 
(albuminize} (oxidize} b treat like; make into (lionize} (proselytize} c 
treat according to the method of (bowdlerize} 2a become; become like 
(crystallize} b engage in (a specified activity) (philosophize} [ME -isen, 
fr OF -iser, fr LL -izare, fr Gk -izein] 


J 

j /jay/ n, pi J's, ja often cap (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 10th letter of the English alphabet 
'jab /jab/ vb -bb- vt la to pierce (as iO with a sharp object b to poke 
quickly or abruptly 2 to stnke with a short straight blow ^ W 1 to make 
quick or abrupt thrusts (as iO with a sharp or pointed object 2 to stnke 
sby with a short straight blow [alter, of job (to strike)] 

‘jab n 1 a short straight punch in boxing delivered %ith the leading hand 
2 a hypodermic injection - infml 

jabbar /jabo/ viorn (to engage in) rapid or unintelligible talk or chatter 
(vb ME jaberen, of imit origin; n fr vb] - jabberer n 
jaborandi /jabe'randi/ n the dried leaves of either of 2 S American 
shrubs that contain an alkaloid with actions similar to those of acetylcho- 
line [Pg, fr Tapi yaborandi] 

jabot /'zhaboh/ n a pleated frill of lace or cloth attached down the centre 
front of a woman's bodice [F] 
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Jacaranda /jakd'rwub/ n any of a genus of tropical American trees with 
showy blue flowers (NL, genus name, fr Pg. a tree of this genus] 
Jacinth /'jasinth/ n a reddish orange transparent zircon used as a gem 
[ME ifonef, fr OF jaanthc, fr L byacinthus, a flowenng plant, a 
gem] 

jacintht /'jasinth, zhah'sant/ n a medium orange colour [F] 

'Jack /jak/ n la man la(l). e, 3 - usu as an intensive in such phrases as 
every man jack b a labourer, lumbeijack, or steeplejack 2 any of various 
portable mechanisms for exerting pressure or lifting a heavy object a short 
distance 3 a male donkey 4a a small white target ball in lawn bowling 
b(l) pi but sing in constr a game in. which players toss and pick up small 
bone or metal objects in a variety of shapes in between throws of a ball 
(2) a small 6-pointed metal object used in the game of jacks 5 a playing 
card carrying the figure of a soldier or servant and ranking usu below the 
queen 6a jack plug b jack socket [ME jacke, fr Jacke, nickname for 
/ohan John] 

^Jack vf 1 to move or lift (as lO by a jack 2 to raise the level or quality 
of 3 GIVE UP - usu 4 i/i; infml </ was fed up with my job so I '^ed it 
in} USE iIA2) usu + up 

Jackal /'jakl/ n 1 any of several Old World wild dogs smaUer than the 
related wolves 2 sby who collaborates with another in committing 
immoral acts [Turk gakaJ, fr Per shagal, fr Skt s^ga/a] 

Jackanapes /^aka,nayps/ n 1 a monkey, ape 2a an impudent or 
conceited person b a mischievous child [perh alter, of (assumed) Jack 
Ape, name given to a pet ape] 

Jackaroo, Jackaroo /jaka'rooh/ n, Austr a young inexperienced worker 
on a cattle or sheep station ['jack ■«- -aroo (as in kangaroo)] 

Jackaaa /^ak.as/ n I a male ass 2 a stupid person; a fool 
‘Jack, boot A.booht/ n 1 a heavy military leather boot extending above 
the knee and worn esp during the 17th and 18th c 2a a laceless military 
boot reaching to the calf b political repression effected by military or 
paramilitary force - + the ^ JaekbooCed adj 
.Jack-by-tha-liadga n garlic mustard 

Jackdaw /'jak.daw/ n a common black and grey Eurasian bird that is 
related to but smaller than the common crow 
'Jacket /'jikit/ 1 } 1 an outer gannent for the upper body opening down 
the full length of the centre front garment 2a the natural coat of 
an animal b the skin of a (baked) potato 3a a thermally insulating cover 
(e g for a hot water tank) b(l) dust jacket (2) the cover of a paperback 
book [ME Jaket, fr MF Jaquet, dim. of jaque short jacket, fr Jacque 
peasant, fr the name Jacques James] 

"Jacket vt to put a jacket on; enclose in or with a jacket 
.Jack 'Frost n frost or frosty weather personified' 

'Jack.hammer /-.hama/ n, NAm pneumatic drill 
'Jack>iiv,office n a self-important minor official 
'Jack-ln-the-.box n, p/Jack-la-thc-boxea, Jacka-ia-the-boz a toy consist- 
ing of a small box out of which a figure springs when the lid is raised 
'Jaclcknife /- .niefZ Ji 1 a large clasp knife for the pocket 2 a dive in 
which the diver bends from the waist, touches the ankles with straight 
knees, and straightens out before hitting the water 
"Jackkoif a vt to cause to double up like a jackknife v/ 1 to double up 
like a jackknife 1 esp of an articulated lorry to turn or rise and form an 
angle of 90 degrees or less 

Jack-of-'all-.tradea n, py Jacka-cf-all-trades a handy versatile person - 
sometimes derog 

'Jack‘4i*-.lantern n 1 a will-o'-the-wisp 2 a lantern made from a 
hollowcd-out pumpkin cut to look like a hufnan face 
Jack .plana n a plane used in the first stages of smoothing wood 
'Jack .plug n a single-pronged electrical plug for insertion into iijack 
socket 

'Jaok,pot /-.pot/ n 1 (a combination that wins) a top prize on a fruit 
machine 2 a large prize (e g in a bttery), often m^e up of several 
accumulated prizes that have not been previously won [’jack S -i- 'pot 4; 
fir a . form of poker in which a player requires 2 ja^ or better to 
openj 

Jack ^uaaall tarriar /rual/ n any of a breed of small pugnacious 
terriera orig bred to hunt rats [Jack (John) Russell tl883 E clergyman 
, Adog-fatK^] 

'JaekMipa /- Jniep/ n a small Old World true snipe 
'Jack ,aodcat n an electrical socket that is designed to receive a jack 
phig 

,^k 'tar n a sailor - inftnl 
'Jack .lOjwal ji. dud Br roller towel 
Jat^ up vt^ SZ to settle, fix 


Jacobaan /jaka'bee-an/ atjj of (the age oO James I [NL Jacobaeus, fr 
Jacobus James] 

Jacobin /'jak^in/ n a member of a radical democratic political group 
engaging in terronst activities dunng the French Revolution; broadly an 
extremist radical [F, (r Jacobin Dominican; fr the group's founding in the 
Dominican convent in the Rue St-Jacques in Paris] - Jacobinism n 
Jacobita /'jakabiet/ n a supporter of James II or of the Stuarts after 1688 
[Jacobus (James II)] > Jacobitism /jaka'bitiz(a)m/ n 
.Jaoob'a 'laddar /'jaykabz/ n 1 any of a genus of plants of the phlox 
family that have bell-shaped flowers 2 a ship's rope or wire ladder [fr the 
ladder seen in a dream by Jacob in Gen 28:12] 

Jacquard /'jakahd/ o, often cap la loom apparatus or head for weaving 
figured fabrics 2 a fabric of intncate vanegated weave or pattern [Joseph 
Jacquard tl834 F inventor] 

Jacqueria /'zhakari (Fr 5 akri)/ n, often Cap a peasants' revolt [F, fr the 
French peasant revolt in 1358, fr MF. fr Jacque peasant > more at 
jacket] 

Jactitation /jakti'taysh(a)n/ n a tossing to and fro or jerking and 
twitching of (a part oi) the body [LL jactitation-, jactitatio, fr jactitatus, 
pp of jactitare, freq of Jactare to throw - more at ’jet] 

'Jada /jayd/ Ji 1 a vicious or worn-out old horse 2 archaic a flirtatious 
or disreputable woman [ME] 

"jada n either of 2 typically green hard gemstones: a jadeite b nephrite 
[F, fr obs Sp {piedra de la) ijada, lit., loin stone; fr the belief that jade cures 
renal colic] 

'Jadad adj fatigued (as if) by overwork or dissipation [fr pp of jade (to 
wear out by overwork), fr 'jade] 

Jada 'graan nor adj (a) light bluish green 

Jadaita /'jaydict/ n the rarer more valuable usu white to green jade that 
is a silicate of sodium and aluminium [F] 
jaagar /'yayga/ n a skua [G jager hunter] 

Jaffa /'jafa/ n, often cap a large type of orange grown esp in Israel [Jaffa, 
former port in Israel] 

’J«g /j»g/ Vt -gg- 1 to cut or tear unevenly or raggedly 2 to cut 
indentations into [ME Jaggen to sub, slash] 

"Jag n a sharp projecting pari - Jaggy adj 

"Jag JI a pen^ of indulgence <a crying ^}', esp a drinking bout - slang 
[origin unknown] 

’ Jaggad /'jagid/ adj having a sharply uneven edge or surface - jaggediy 
Rdv, Jaggednesa n ^ 

Jaguar /'jagyooV n a big cat of tropical Amenca that is typically 
brownish yellow or buff with black spots [Sp yaguar & Pg jaguar, fr 
Guarani yaguara Sl Tupi jaguars] 

Jaguarundi /Jagwa'roondi/ n, pi jaguarundla a slender long-tailed 
greyish wildcat of (Central and S Amenca [AmerSp & Pg, fr Tupi 
Jaguarundi A Guarani yaguarundi] 

Jai alai /.kbay ah'lay/ n a court game for 2 or 4 players who use a long 
curved wicker basket strapped to the wrist to catch and hurl a ball against 
a wall [Sp, fr Basque, fr Jai festival * alai merry] 

'Jail, Br also gaol /jayl/ n a prison [ME Jaiole, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL 
caveola, dim. of L cavea cage - more at cage] 

"Jail, Br also gaol vt to confine (as lO in a jail 
'Jailbird /-,buhd/ n a person who has been (habitually) confined in 
jail 

'Jail,braak /•,brayk/ n an escape from jail 

'Jail da.Iivary JI the clearing of a jail by bnnging the prisoners to 
trial 

Jailar, Jailor /’jaylo/ o 1 a kee|^ of a jail sby or sthg that restnets 
another's liberty (as lO by imprisonment ^ 

Jain /jayn, jien/ n an adherent of a Hindu se^ whose religion resembles 
Buddhism [Hindi, fr Skt Jaina] ~ Jainism o| 

Jakaa /jayks/ n, pi Jakes a privy > infml [p4rh fr F Jacques James] 

^ Jalap /'jabp/ n (a drastic purgative prepared ^m the root oO a Mexican 
plant [F St Sp; F Jalap, fr Sp Jalapa, fr Jalam, city in Mexico] 

Jalopy /jal 0 |^ n a dilapidated old vehicle |r aircraft - infml [origin 
unknown] i 

Jalouaia /'zbalazi, 'zhaloo.zee/ ji a blind with^adjusuble horizonul slats 
for admitting light and air while excluding suq and rain [F, lit., jealousy, 
fr OF jlJpiis jealous] 

'Jam /jaia/ vb -mm- vr la to press, squeeze, of crush into a close or tight 
position b to cause to beconse wed^ so as to be unworkable the 
typewriter keys} e to block passage of or idong (crowds '^ming the 
streets} d to -^l (to excess) (a book '*med with facts} 2 crush 1; also 
to bruise by criishing 3 to send out interfering signals or cause reflections 
so as to make a (a radio signal) umntelligible b (a radio device) ineflective 



^vi la to become blocked or wedged b to become unworkable through 
the jamming of a movable part 2 to crowd or squash tightly together 
(they ail ^med into the roomy 3 to take part in a jam session - slang 
[perh imit] 

*Jam n 1 a crowded mass that impedes or blocks (traffic ^ > 2 the pressure 
or congestion of a crowd 3 a difficult state of afTairs - mfml 
*Jam a a preserve made by boiling fruit and sugar to a thick consistency 
[prob fr Jam] 

Jamb /jam/ n a straight vertical member or surface forming the side of 
an opening for a door, window, etc [ME ^ambe, fr MF, lit., leg, fr LL 
gamba - more at gambit] 

Jamboraa /jambo'ree/ ji 1 a large festive gathering 2 a large gathering 
of scouts or guides in a camp [origin unknown] 

Jamaa /jaymz/ n (a book of the New Testament attributed to) a brother 
of Jesus [F, fr LL Jacobus] 

Jammy /jami/ adj, Br 1 lucky 2 easy USE infml [Jam + '->] 

Jam on vt to apply (brakes) suddenly and forcibly 
Jam-packad adj fidl to overflowing 

'Jam .aaaalon n an impromptu jazz performance that features group 
improvisation [Jam] 

Jandal /'jandl/ n, NZ a flip-flop [prob alter of sandal] 

Jangla /'jang-gl/ vi 1 of the nerves to be in a state of tense imtation 2 
to make a harsh or discordant often ringing noise ^ vr 1 to utter or cause 
to sound in a janglmg way 2 to excite (e g nerves) to tense irritation [ME 
janglen, fr OF Jangler, of Gmc origin, akin to MD jangelen to grumble] 
- Jangle n. jangly adj 

Janlaaary /"janisari/ n 1 often cap a soldier of an dite corps of Turkish 
troops organized in the 14th c and abolished in 1826 2 a loyal or 
subservient oflicial or supporter [It giamzzero, fr Turk yenigeri] 
janitor /'Janit>^.(^ Janitreai Atris/ /i 1 a doorkeeper, 'porter 2 NAm 
a caretaker "(L, fr Janiut door, fr janus arch, gate] - janitorial /-'tawn-dl/ 
adj 

Janizary /janizari/ n a janissary 

January AjanyooCajri/ n the 1st month of the Gregonan calendar [ME 
Januane, fr L Januarius, 1st month of the ancient Roman year, fr /anus, 
god of doors, gates, & beginnings, fr Janus] 

Jap /jap/ n a Japanese - infml 

'Japan /ja'pan/ n 1 a varnish giving a hard bnlliant finish 2 work (e g 
lacquer ware) finished and decorated in the Japanese manner [Japan, 
country m E Asia] 

’Japan vt -an- 1 to cover with a coat of japan 2 to give a high 
gloss to 

Japanese /japa'neez/ n, pi Japaneec 1 a native or inhabitant of Japan 
2 the language of the Japanese alphabet, language - Japanese 
adj 

Japanese quince n the japomca 

Jape /jayp/ vi or a (to) jest, joke [vb ME japen to trick, copulate with, 
jest; n fr vb] 

Japonica /ja'ponika/ n a hardy ornamental shrub of the rose family with 
clusten of scarlet, white, or pink flowers [NL, fr fern of Japonicus 
Japanese, fr Japonia Japan] 

'Jar /jah/ vb -rr- vi la to make a harsh or discordant noise b to be out 
of harmony with c to have a harshly disagreeable effect - ^ on or upon 
2 to vibrate ~ W to cause to jar, esp by shaking or causing a shock to [prob 
imit) - Jarringly adv 

’Jar n 1 a jarring noise 2a a sudden or unexpected shake b an unsettling 
shock (e g to nerves or feelings) 

*Jar n la a usu cylindrical short-necked and wide-mouthed container, 
made esp of glass b the contents of or quantity contained in ajar 2 a glass 
of an alcoholic drink, esp beer - infml [MP Jarre, fr OProv jams, fr Ar 
Jarrab earthen water vessel] - Jarfiil n 

Jardinlara /,zhahdi'nye9 {Fr 3 ardinjrir)/ n 1 an ornamental stand or 
large pot for plants or flowers 2 a garnish consisting of several vegetables 
arranged in groups round meat [F Jardiniere, lit., female gardener] 
Jargon Ajafagan/ n la confused unintelligible language b outlandish or 
barbarous language 2 the terminology or idiom of a particular activity or 
group (scientific ^y 3 obscure and often pretentious language [M^fr 
MF] > Jargoniaa vb, Jargooistic A'oistik/ adj 
Jargoon /jah'goohn/ n a coknirkss, pale yellow, or smoky zircon [F 
jargon - more at zircon] 

Jarl /yahl/ n a Scandinavian noble ranking immediately below the king 
[ON - more at earl] 

Jarrah, Jarra AJara/ n (the wood oO an Australian eucalyptus [native 
name in Australia] 

Jaamina /^Jasmin, 'jaz-/ n 1 any of numerous often climbing shrubs that 


usu have extremely fragrant flowers; esp a high-ciimbing half-evergieen 
Asian shrub with fragrant white flowers 2 a light yellow [F ^aain, fr 
Ar yasamin, fr Per] 

Jasper Ajaspa/ n an opaque quartz which is usu red brown, yellow, or 
dark green [ME Jaspre, fr MF, fr L Jaspis, fr Ok iaspts, of Sm origin; 
akin to Heb yashipheh jasper] - iaagtry adj 

Jat /jaht/ n a member of an Indo-Aryan people living esp in the Punjab 
and Uttar Pradesh [Hindi Ja(] 

jaundice Ajawndis/ n 1 an abnormal condition marked by yellowish 
pigmentation of the skin, tissues, and body fluids caused by the deposition 
of bile pigments 2 a state of prejudice inspired by bitterness, envy, or 
disillusionment [ME Jaundis, fr MF Jaunisse, fr Jauna yellow, fr L 
galbtnus yellowish green, fr galbus yellow] 

Jaundiced adj 1 affected with jaundice 2 mistrustful or prejudiced, esp 
because of bitterness, envy, or disillusionment 

Jaunt /jawnt/ vi or n (to make) a short journey for pleasure [origin 
unknown] 

Jaunting .car Ajawnting/ n a light open 2-wheelcd horse-drawn vehicle 
used formerly in Ireland 

jaunty Ajawnti/ adj having or showing airy self-confuSenoe; sprightly 
[modif of F gentil genteel, elegant] - Jauntfly adv, Jauntliieas n 
.Java 'man Ajahva/ n pithecanthropus [Java, island in Indonesia, where 
skulls of pithecanthropus were found] 

Javanese /jahva'ncez/ n, p! Javanese 1 a member of an Indonesian 
people inhabiting the island of Java 2 the Austronesian language of the 
inhabitants of Java ij^nouage [Java ■¥ -nese (as in Japanese)] - 
Javanese adj 

Javelin Ajav(3)hn/ n a light spear thrown as a weapon or in an athletic 
field event; also the sport of throwing the javelin [MF Javetine, alter, of 
javelot, of Celt ongin; akm to Olr gabuJ forked stick] 

Ja'velle .water /zha'vel. zha-/ n an aqueous solution of sodium hypo- 
chlorite used m disinfecting, bleaching, etc [Javel, fonner village m 
France] 

'Jaw /jaw/ n la either of 2 cartilaginous or bony structures that in most 
vertebrates form a framework above and below the mouth in which the 
teeth are set b any of various organs of invertebrates that perform the 
function of the vertebrate jaws 2 pi a the entrance of a narrow pass or 
channel b the 2 parts of a machine, tool, etc between which stbg may be 
clamped or crushed (the of a vice) c a position or situation of 
imminent danger (stared into the of deatby 3b continual and esp 
impudent or offensive talk - infml b a fnendly chat - mfml [ME] 
’Jaw vi to talk or gossip for a long time or long-windedly - infml 
Jaw, bone /-.bobn/ n the bone of an esp lower jaw 
'Jaw.breaker /-.brayka/ n a word which is difficult to pronounce - 
infml 

Jawed /jawd/ adj having jaws, esp of a specified type or shape - usu in 
combination <square-jawed> 

jay /jay/ n an Old World bird of the crow family with a dull pink body, 
black, white, and blue wings, and a black-and-white crest [ME, fr MF Jai, 
fr LL gains] 

Jay.walk /-.wawk/ vi to cross a street carelessly so as to be endangered 
by traffic [jay (simpleton, yokel) > walk] - jaywalker n 
Jazz /jaz/ n 1 music developed esp from ragtime and blues and character- 
ized by syncopated rhythms and individual or group improvisation 
around a basic theme or melody 2 empty pretentious talk (spouted a lot 
of scientific ^y ~ infml 3 similar but unspecified things (planting, 
weeding, cropping, and all that - Evening Argus (Brighton)) - inlinl 
[jazz, vb (to copulate with), of unknown origin] 

Jazz up vr 1 to play (e g a piece of musk) in the style of jazz 2 to enliven 
3 to make bright, esp in a vivid or garish way USE infml 
Jazzy Ajazi/ arjj 1 havmg the characteristics of jazz 2 garish, gaudy - 
infml - JauUy adv, Jazzincss n 

Jaaloua Ajeba/ adj la mtolerant of rivalry or unfaithfulness (the Lord 
your God is a ^ God - Ex 20:5(AV)) b apprehensive of and hostile 
towards a (supposed) rival 2 resentful, envious of 3 vigilant in guarding 
a possession, right, etc of his honoury 4 distrustfully watchful (kept 
a ^ eye on her husbandy [ME >elous, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL zeheus, 
fr LL zelus zeal - more at zeal] - jealously adv, jraloiianas n, Jctl- 
ousy n 

Jean /jeen/ n a durable twilled cotton cloth used esp for work clothes 
[short for Jean fustian, fr ME Gene Genoa, dty in Italy -v fustian] 
Jaana /jeonz/ n pi in constr, pi jcuas casual usu close-fitting Crousers, 
made esp of blue denim 

Jaap /jeep/ n a small rugged general-purpose motor vehicle with 4-wheel 
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drive, used csp by the armed forces [alter, of pee, fr general- 
purpose) 

/jb/ vb to laugh mockingly or scoff (at) [origin unknown] - jeerer 
fli Jetfiagly adv 

*| 9 er jf a jeering remark; a taunt 

Jthovah /ji’hohva/ o ood 1 (in the Lord ~ is everhating strength ~ 
Isaiah 26:4 (AV)> [NL. false reading (as Ybhdwih) of Heb Yahwch] 
Ja.hovah's 'Wltneta n a member of a fundamenulist sect practising 
personal evangelism, rating the authority of the secular state, and 
preaching that the end of the present world is imminent 
jajun- /jiijoohn-/, Jcjimo- comb form jejunum <jejunectafnjr> [L jeju- 
nami 

Jajuna /ji'joohn/ adj 1 lacking nutritive value or substance; also barren 
2 lacking interest or significance 3 lacking maturity; puerile [L jejunus] 
- jejunely adv, JeJuaeness n 

jajunum /ji'joohnam/ n the section of the small intestine between the 
duodenum and the ileum [L, fr neut of Jejunus] - jejunal adj 
Jakyll and Hyde /jekal and liied/ n a person having a spht personality, 
one side of which is good and the other evil [Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde, the 
2 sides of the split personality of the protagonist of The Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by R L Stevenson tl894 Sc writer] - 
JekylWuid-Hyde adj 
Jell /jel/ chiefly NAm to gel 
Jellaba /ja'lahbe/ n a djellaba 

'Jelly /'jeli/ n la a soft fruit-flavoured transparent dessert set with gelatin 
b a savoury food product of similar consistency, made esp from meat stock 
and gelatin 2 a clear fruit preserve made by boiling sugar and the juice 
of fruit 3 a substance resembling jelly in consistency [ME gelly, fr MF 
gelee, fr fem of gele, pp of geler to freeze, congeal, fr L gelare - more at 
cold] 

*J«lly vi to jell V/ 1 to bring to the consistency of jelly; cause to set 2 
CO set in a jelly Ocllied beefj 

Jelly .baby n a small soft gelatinous sweet in the shape of a person 
Jaily.fish A. fish/ fi 1 a free-swimming marine coelenterate that has a 
nearly transparent saucer-shaped body and extendable tentacles covered 
with stinging cells 2 a person lacking firmness of character 
Jammy /'jemi/ vt or n, Br (to force open with) a steel crowbar, used esp 
by burglars [Jemmy, nickname for James] 

Ja na sala quo! /.zha na say 'kwah (Fr 3 a na sc kwa)/ n a quality that 
cannot be adequately described or expressed [F. lit., 1 know not what] 
Jannat /'jenit/ n 1 a small Spanish riding horse 2 a female donkey [ME 
genett, fr MF genet, fr Catal, Zenete (member of a Berber people), 
horse] 

Janny /*jeni/ a 1 a female donkey 2 spinning jenny [fr the name 
fenny] 

Jaon /jun/ n Korea (North), Korea (South) at nationality 
[Korean] 

JaopardJta, -Ise Ajopadiez/ vt to put in jeopardy 
Jaopardy /^epadi/ n 1 exposure to or risk of dttth, loss, injury, etc; 
danger 2 liability to conviction faced by a defendant in a criminal trial 
[ME Jeopardie, fr AF juparti, fr OF Jeu parti alternative, lit., divided 
game] 

Jaqulrlty baan /jiliwirati/ n (the poisonous scarlet and black seed oO 
*the Ros^ pea [Fgjequinti] 

Jarboa /jublioh-a/ n any of several nocturnal Old World desert rodents 
with long legs adapted for jumping [Ar yarbu"] 

Jaramlad /jera'mie'dd/ n a prolonged lamentation or complaint [F 
JMmiade, fr JSremie Jeremiah, fr LL Jeremias] 

Jaramiah /jera'mie a/ n 1 (a book of the Old TesUment attributed^) 
a Hebrew prophet of the 6 th and 7tb c bc 2 sby who is mournfully 
pcaaiiiustic about the present and foretells a calamitous ftiture [LL 
Jeremias, fir Ok Hkremias, fr Heb Yirmiyah] 

'Jark /juhk/ vt 1 to give a quick suddenly arrested push, pull, twist, or 
jolt to 2 to propel with short abrupt motions 3 to utter in an abrupt or 
snappy manner ^ n' 1 to make a sudden spasmodic motion 2 to move 
in ghtm abrupt motions [prob alter, of E dial, yerk (to thrash, attack, 
excite), fir ME yerken to bind tightly] - Jerker n 
*Jarfc n 1 a single quick motion (e g a pull, twist, or job) 2 a an involuntary 
’ spasmodic muscular movement due to reflex action b pi spasmodic 
movements due to nervous excitement 3 chiefly NAm a stupid, foolish, 
or naive person - infml 

*J«rk vt to preserve (e g beef or venison) by cutting into long slices or strips 
and drying in the suh [back-formation fr jerky (preserved meat), modif 
of AmerSp charqui] 

|•rklll Ajuhkiii/ n 1 a close-fitting hip-lengtb sleeveless jacket, made esp 


of leather and worn by men in the 16th and 17th c 2 a man's or woman's 
sleeveless jacket [origin unknown] 

Jqrk off vb, chiefly NAm to masturbate - vulg 
jerky /'juhki/ adj 1 marked by irregular or spasmodic movements 2 
marked by abrupt or awkward changes > Jerldly adv, Jerklncss n 
Jeroboam /Jeralioh-am, -am/ n a wine bottle holding 4 to 6 times the 
usual amount [Jeroboam 1 1 ah 912 bc king of the northern kingdom of 
Israel] 

Jerry /jeri/ n, chiefly Br la German; esp a German soldier in WW II 
2 sing or pi in const r the German armed forces in WW II [by shortening 
St alter] 

Jerry-, build /'jen-/ vr Jerry-built /bilt/ to build (e g houses) cheaply and 
flimsily [back-formation fr jerry-built, of unknown origin] - jerry-bolldcr 
n. Jerry-built adj 

jerry can, Jerricao /'jen,kan/ n a narrow flat-sided container for carrying 
liquids, esp petrol or water, with a capacity of about 2S1 (about Sgal) 
[Jerry + can\ fr its German design] 

jersey /juhzi/ n 1 a plain weft-knitted fabric made of wool, nylon, etc 
and used esp for clothing 2 'jumper 1 3 often cap any of a breed of small 
short-homed cattle noted for their nch milk [Jersey, one of the Channel 
islands] 

Jerusalem artichoke /ja'roohsabm/ n (an edible sweet-tasting tuber 
oO a perennial N Amencan sunflower [Jerusalem by folk etymology fr 
It girasoJe girasol] 

Jess /jes/ n a short strap made esp of leather which is secured to the leg 
of a hawk and usu has a nng on the other end for attaching a leash [ME 
ges, fr MF gies, fr pi of jet throw, fr jeter to throw - more at 'jet] - 
jcM vt 

Jest /jest/ A 1 an amusing or mocking act or utterance, a joke 2 a 
fnvolous mood or manner (was just said in [ME geste deed, exploit, 
prank, fr OF, fr L gesta deeds, fr neut pi of gest us, pp of gerere to bear, 
wage - more at cast] 

’Jest VI 1 to speak or act without senousness 2 to make a witty 
remark 

Jester /'jesta/ a a retainer formerly kept in great households to provide 
casual amusement and commonly dressed m a bnghtly coloured costume 
['jest + '-er] 

Jesu /'jeezyooh/ a Jesus - poetic 

Jesuit /'jezyoo-it/ a 1 a member of the SociMy of Jesus, a Roman 
Catholic order founded by St Ignatius Loyola in 1534 which is devoted 
to missionary and educational work 2 one given to intngue or equivoca- 
* tion [NL Jesuita, fr LL /esus] - Jesuitism, Jesuitry /-tn/ a, often cap, 
Jesuitize vb, often cap, Jesuitic /-'itik/, Jesuitical adj, often cap, jesuiti- 
cally adv, often cap 

Jesus ryetm/s/, Jesus 'Christ a 1 the Jewish religious teacher whose life, 
death, and resurrection as reported by the Evangelists in the New 
Testament are the basis of the Chnstian message of salvation 2 - used 
inteijectionally as an expression of surpnse, dismay, annoyance, etc; slang 
[LL. fr Gk lesous, fr Heb Yeshua^ 

'Jesus .freak a a usu young member of any of various evangelical 
Chnstian groups charactenzed by a simple, usu communal way of life - 
infml 

'Jet /jet/ Ala hard velvet-black form of coal that is often polished and 
used for jewellery 2 an intense black [ME, fr MF jaiet, fr L gagates, fr 
Gk gagates, fr Gagas, town A river in Asia Minor] 

’Jet vb -tt- vi to spout forth in a jet or jets vf I to emit in a jet or jets 
2 to direct a jet of liquid or gas at [MF jeter, lit., to throw, fr L jactare 
to throw, fr jactus, pp of jacere to throw; akm to Gk hienai to send] 
’Jet A la a forceful stream of fluid discharged from a narrow opening or 
a nozzle b a nozzle or other narrow opening for emitting a jet of fluid 
2 (an aircraft powered by) a jet engine 
♦Jet V, -tt- to travel by jet aircraft \ 

Jet-'black adj of a very dark black f 

Jetfr /zha'Uy (Fr sate)/ n a high arching leap in [ballet in which the dancer 
has one leg stretched forwards and the other backwards [F, fr pp of 
jeta] ; 

Jet .engkie n an engine that produces motion fri one direction as a result 
of the discharge of a jet of fluid in the opposite direction; specif an aircraft 
engine thatidischarges the hot air and gases produced by the combustion 
of a ftiel to produce propulsion or lift 

'Jet .lag n a teieporary disruption of normal bodily rhythms after a long 
flight, csp due to differences in local time 
,Jet-pro'pelled adH moving (as iO by jet propulsion 
Jet propuleion o propulsion of a body produced by the forwardly 
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directed forces resulting from the backward discharge of a jet of fluid, 
specif propulsion of an aeroplane by jet engines 
jetsam /'jetsam/ n 1 goods thrown overboard to lighten a ship in 
distress; esp such goods when washed ashore 2 flotsam and jetsam 
[ alter, of jettison] 

Jet .set n sing or pi in constr an international wealthy elite who frequent 
fashionable resorts [’/er] - Jet-act adj, jetsetter n 
Jet .stream n a current of strong winds high in the atmosphere usu 
blowing from a westerly direction and often exceeding a speed of 
400km/hour (2S0mi per hour) 

'Jettison /jetisfajH/ n 1 the act of jettisoning cargo 2 abandonment [ME 
jetteson, fr AF getteson, fr OF getaison action of throwing, fr L jactation-, 
jactatio, fr jactatus, pp of jactare - more at *jet] 

‘jettison vt 1 to throw (e g goods or cargo) overboard to lighten the load 
of a ship in distress 2 to cast off as superfluous or encumbenng; abandon 

3 to drop (e g unwanted material) from an aircraft or spacecraft in flight 
- Jettlaoni^lc adj 

jetty /'jeti/ n 1 a structure (e g a pier or breakwater) extending into a sea. 
lake, or nver to influence the current or tide or to protect a harbour 2 
a small landing pier [ME jette, fr MF jetee, fr fern of jete, pp of jeter to 
throw - more at 'jet] 

jeu d'esprit /.zhuh de'spree (Fr 30 despn)/ n, pi jeux d'eaprit Z^^/ a 
witty comment or composition [F, lit., play of the mind] 
jeunesse dorde /zhuh,nes daw'ray (Fr 30 nes dote)/ n young people of 
wealth and fashion [F, gilded youth] 

Jew /jooh/ vt to get the better of financially, esp by hard bargaining - 
often + out of, derog 

Jew, fern Jewess /-'es, -is/ n 1 a member of a Semitic people existing as 
a nation in Palestine from the 6 th c nc to the 1st c ao. some of whom 
now live in Israel jmd others in various countries throughout the world 
2 a person whose religion is Judaism 3 sby given to hard financial 
bargaining - derog [ME, fr OF gyu, fr L Judaeus, fr Gk ioudaios, fr Heb 
Yehudhi, fr Yihudhah Judah, Jewish kingdom] - Jewish adj 
jewel /'jooh al/ 1 } 1 an ornament of precious metal oflen set with stones 
and worn as an acces.sory 2 sby or sthg highly esteemed 3 a precious stone 

4 a bcanng for a pivot (e g in a watch or compass) made of crystal, 
precious stone, or glass [ME juel, fr OF, dim of jeu game, play, fr L jocus 
game, joke - more at joke] - jewelled adj 

Jeweller, NAm cAie/7y jeweler /'jooh ab/ n sby who deals in, makes, or 
repairs jewellery and oflen watches, silverware, etc 
Jewellery, NAm c6/e/7y jewelry /-ri/ n jewels, esp as worn for personal 
adornment 

jewf ieh /'jooh,rish/ n any of vanous large groupers living esp in southern 
seas 

'Jewry />n/ n 1 a Jewish quarter (e g of a town); a ghetto 2 the Jewish 
people collectively 

.Jew's 'harp, Jews' harp n a small lyre-shaped instrument that is placed 
between the teeth and sounded by striking a metal tongue with the 
finger 

jezail /ja'ziel, -'zayl/ n a long heavy Afghan nflc [Per jaza’tl] 
Jezebel /'jezabel, -bl/ n, oflen not cap a shameless or immoral woman 
[Jezebel, wife of a King of Israel, known for her wicked conduct (1 Kings 
16:31 R)] 

JHVH n YHWH 

jiao /jow/ n China at nationality [Chin] 

'jib /jib/ n a tnangular sail set on a sU^xtending from the top of the 
foremast to the bow or the bowspnt ship [ongin unknown] 

‘jib vb -bb- chiefly NAm to gybe 

‘jib n the projecting arm of a crane [prob by shortening & alter fr 
gibbet] 

•jib vi -bb- esp of a horse to refuse to proceed further [prob fr ^jib] -^|ftbcr 
n • jib at to recoil or baulk at 
'jiba /jieb/ vb to gibe 
‘jiba vb, chiefly NAm to gybe 
jiff /jif/ n a jiffy [by shortening] 

jiffy /'jifl/ n a moment, instant <ready in a - mfml [ongin 
unknown] 

'jig /jig/ n 1 (a piece of music for) any of several lively springy dances in 
triple time > compare oioue 2 a aay of several fishing lures that jerk up 
and down in the water b a device to hold a piece of work in position 

(e g during machining or assembly) and to guide the tools working on it 
c a device in which crushed ore or coal is separated from waste by 
agiuting in water [prob fr MF gigucr to dance, fr gigue Addle, of Gmc 
origin; akin to OHG giga Addle; akin to ON gdga to turn aside - more 
at 'oio] 


‘jig vb -gg- vt 1 to dance in the rapid lively manner of a jig 2a to cause 
to make a rapid jerky movement b to separate (a mineral from waste) with 
a jig 3 to catch (a Ash) with a jig 4 to machine by using a jig ^ vi la 
to dance a jig b to move with rapid jerky motions 2 to Ash with a jig 3 
to work with or operate a jig 

jigger /'jiga/ n 1 (a glass container holding) a variable measure of spirits 
used esp in mixing dnnks 2 chiefly NAm sthg, esp a gadget or small piece 
of apparatus, which one is (temporarily) unable to designate accurately 

- mfml ['jig f '-er] 

jiggered /'jigad/ adj 1 blowed, damned <we/y 77/ be ^ > - infml 2 N 
Eng tired out, exhausted [perh euphemism for buggered] 
jiggery-pokery /jigan 'pohkan/ n, Ar dishonest undeiiiand dealings or 
scheming - mfml [alter of Sc joukery-pawkery, fr jouk to cheat pawk 
inck] 

jiggle /'jigl/ vb jiggling /'jigl ing, 'jiglmg/ to (cause to) move with quick 
short jerks - mfml [freq of ^jig] - jiggle n 
jigeaw /'jig.saw/ /i 1 a power-dnven fretsaw 2 jigsaw, jigsaw puzzle a 
puzzle consisting of small irregularly cut pieces, esp of wood or card, that 
are fitted together to form a picture for amusement, broadly sthg com- 
posed of many disparate parts or elements 
jihad /ji'had/ n 1 a holy war waged on behalf of Islam as a religious duty 
2 a crusade for a pnnciple or belief [Ar jihad] 
jilt /jilt/ vt to cast off (c g one’s lover) capnciously or unfeelingly [jilt 
(flirtatious woman), prob alter of earher jiUet, fr Jill (nickname for 
Gillian) 4 -e/] 

.Jim 'crow /jim/ n, often cap JAC, NAm 1 raaal disenmination, esp 
against black Amencans <~ /aws) 2 a Negro - derog schools^ [Jim 
Crow, stereotype Negro m a 19th-c song-and-dance act] 
jimjanis/’jimjamz/np/ 1 delirium trcmfns 2 jitters 1 USE mfml, 
+ the [perh alter of dehnum tremens] 
jimsonweed /'jims(a)n,wccd/ n, often cap, NAm thorn apple [/im- 
son alter, of jamestown, fr Jamestown, site of first permanent £ settlement 
m USA] 

'jinglo /'jing gl/ vb jingling /’jmg'glmg, 'jing gl-mg/ to (cause to) make a 
light clinking or tinkling sound [ME gingien, of imit ongin] 

‘jingle n 1 a light, esp metallic clinking or tinkling sound 2 a short catchy 
song or rhyme characterized by repetition of phrases and used esp 10 
advertising - jingly adj 

jingo /'jinggoh/ inteij - used as a mild oath in by jingo [prob euphemism 
for Jesus] 

Jingo,ipm /-,iz(o)m/ n belligerent patnotism; chauvinism [fr the occur- 
rence of by Jingo in the refrain of a 19th-c E chauvinistic song] - jingoist 
n, jiugoistic A'lstik/ adj, jingoiatkally adv 
'jink /jingk/ n 1 a quick evasive turn 2 pi pranks, frolics - esp in high 
Jinks [ongm unknown] 

‘jink VI to move quickly with sudden turns and shifls (e g in dodging) 
jinn, djinn /jin/ n, p/ jinns, jinn 1 any of a class of spirits that according 
to Muslim demonology inhabit the earth, assume various forms, and 
exercise supernatural power 2 a spint, oflen in human form, which serves 
whoever summons it [Ar jinniy demon] 
jinni, jinnee /ji'nee, 'jini/ n a jinn 

jinx /jingks/ n sby or sthg (e g a force or curse) which bnngs bad luck 

- mfml [prob alter of jynx (wryneck), fr the use of wrynecks in 
witchcraft] - jinx vt 

jitney /'jilni/ n, NAm nickel 2 - slang [ongin unknown] 

'jitter Ajita/ vi 1 to be nervous or act in a nervous way 2 to make 
continuous fast repetitive movements [origin unknown] 

‘jitter n I pi panic or extreme nervousness - usu 4 r/ie 2 an irregular 
random movement - jittery adj 

Jitterbug /-.bug/ n (one who dances) a jazz variation of the two-step in 
which couples swing, balance, and twirl 
jiu-jitsu /jooh 'jitsooh/ n ju-jitsu 

'jive /jiev/ n 1 (dancing or the energetic dance performed to) swmg music 
2 NAm a glib or deceptive talk b a type of jargon used esp by jazz 
musicians [ongin unknown] 

‘jive vi 1 to dance to or play jive 2 NAm to kid ~ vt ,NAm to cajole, 
tease 2b 

jo /joh/ n, p] joes chiefly Scot a sweetheart, dear [alter, of joy] 
Joanna /joh'ana/ n, Br a piano - infinl [rhyming slang] 

'job /job/ n la a piece of woiic; esp a small piece of work undertaken at 
a stated rate b sthg produced by work 2a(l) a task (2) sthg requinng 
unusual exertion <ir was a real to talk over that noise} b a specific 
duty, role, or function c a regular paid position or occupation d chiefly 
Br a state of affairs - -f bad or good (^make the best of a bad ^ > 3 an 
object of a usu specified type (Jbought myself a brand-new V-8 sports > 
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4a a plan or scheme designed or carried out for pnvate advantage 
(^suspected the whole incident wax a put-up > b a crime; specif a 
robbery USEiJA4) infml (pcrh fr ohsjob (lump)» ft ME Jobhe, perh alter. 
of gohie gob > more at 'gob] - jobleas adf - on tbe job 1 engag^ in one’s 
occupation; at work 1 (,thi5 burglar is known to wear black woollen 
gloves when he is on the job) 2 in the act of copulation - vulg 
*job vb -bb- W 1 to do odd or occasional pieces of work, usu at a stated 
rate <a ^ bing gardener^ 2 to carry on public business for private gain 
3a to carry on the business of a middleman or wholesaler b to work as 
a stockjobber ^vt 1 to buy and sell (e g shares) for profit 2 to hire or 
let for a deflmte job or period of service 3 to get, deal with, or effect by 
jobbery 4 to subcontract - usu 4 out 

Job /johb/ n (a narrative and poetic book of the Old Testament which 
tells oO a Jewish patnarch who endured afflictions with fortitude and 
faith - usu in the patience of Job [L, fr Gk lob, fr Heb lyydbh] 
jobber /'jobo/ n a stockjobber 
jobbery /Ijoban/ n corruption in public office 
'Job .Centre n a government office where unemployed people can look 
at job vacancies on display and arrange interviews with prospective 
employers 

.job 'tot n a miscellaneous collection of goods sold as a lot; broadly any 
miscellaneous collection of articles 

.Job's 'comforter /johbz/ n sby whose attempts to encourage or 
comfort have the opposite effect [fr the tone of the speeches made to Job 
by his fnends] 

.Job's 'teers n pi but sing in constr an Asiatic grass whose seeds are often 
used as beads 

Jock /jok/ n a jockey > infml 

Jock n, Br a S^man; esp a Scottish soldier « infml [Sc nickname for 
John] 

'jockey /joki/ a 1 sby who rides a horse, esp as a professional in races 
2 NAm sby who operates a specified vehicle, device, or object <a truck 
~ > [Jockey, Sc nickname for John] 

*jockey vt 1 to nde (a horse) as a jockey 2 to manoeuvre or nrumipulate 
by adroit or devious means <^ed me into handing over the money') 3 
i^fly NAm to drive or operate; also to manoeuvre ^ w 1 to act as a 
jockey 2 to manoeuvre for advantage <^ed /or position) 
jockstrap /'jok.strap/ n a support for the genitals worn by men taking 
part in strenuous esp sporting activities {;ock (penis) + strap] 
jocose /p'kohs/ adj 1 given to joking 2 jocular USE fml or poetic [L 
jocosus, fr jocus joke] > jocoady adv, jocoaencss n, jocosity 
/p'kosati/ n 

jocular /'jokyoob/ adj 1 habitually jolly 2 characterized by joking [L 
Joculans, fr joculus, dim. of jocus] - jocularly /-'larati/ adv, 
jocularity n 

jocund /’jokdnd/ adj marked by or suggestive of high spirits; merry - fml 
or poetic [ME, fr LL jocundus, alter of L jucundus pleasant, fr juvare 
to help] - jocundly adv, jocundity /joh'kundati, ja*/ n 
jodhpurs /'jodpaz/ n pi in constr, p/ jodhpura nding trousers cut full at 
the hips and close-fitting from knee to ankle garment [Jodhpur, 
city in India] 

Joel /'joh'd/ 1 ? a narrative and prophetic book of the Old Testament [L, 
fr Gk Idel, fr Heb Yo'el] 

joay /"joh-i/ n, Austr a young kangaroo [native name in Australia] 
'Jog /jog/ vb -gg- vt 1 to give a slight shake or push to; nudge 2 to rouse 
(the memory) -^vi 1 to move up and down or about with a short heavy 
motion 2a to run or ride at a slow trot b to go at a slow or monotonous 
pace [perh alter, of shog (to shake, shove), fr ME shoggen] 

*jog n 1 a slight shake 2a a jogging movement or pace b a slow |rot 
Jogger /joga/ n sby who regularly jogs to keep fit 
Joggle /jogl/ vb jo^ng /'jogling, 'j^-iitg/ to (cause to) move or shake 
slightly - infml (freq of jog] - jog^ n 

’jog .trot 0 1 a slow regular trot (eg of a horse) 2 a routine or 
monotonous progression 

Joharuiirie /joh'hanien/ adj (characteristic) of the apostle John or the 
New Testament books ascribed to him [LL Johannes John] 

John /jon/ n 1 NAm toilet 2 - infml 2 chiefly NAm a prostitute’s client 
- slang [fr the name John] 

John n 1 the 4th Gospel in the New Testament 2 any of 3 short didactic 
letters addressed to eariy Christians and included in the New Testament 
[LL Johannes, ft Ok Idannes, fr Heb TdAinafi] 

John 'Barl0y,corn /bahlijcawn/ n ricohoUc liquor petionified 
John ’Boll /bool/ a 1 the English nation peiuonified 2 a typical 
Englishman, esp regarded as tniculemly insular (John Bull, character 
typifying the English nation in Tbe History of John Bull by John 


Arbuthnot tl73S Sc physician ft writer] - John Bullish adj, John 
Bullishness n, John Bulllsm n 

John 'Dory /dawri/ n a common yellow to olive European food fish 
[earher dory, fr ME done, fr MF doree, lit . gilded one] 
johnny /'joni/ n, often cap a fellow, guy - infml [fr the name 
Johnny] 

,Johnny-.como-'lately n, pi Johnny-come-latelles, Johnnies-come- 
lately a late or recent arrival 

Johnsonian /jon'sohnyan, -ni'dn/ adj (characteristic) of Samuel John- 
son, his works, or his style of writing; esp having balanced phraseology 
and Latinate diction [Samuel Johnson tl784 E lexicographer ft writer] 
- Johnsonese / jonsd'neez/ n 

.John 'Thomas /tomas/ n, Br a penis > euph [fr the names John ft 
Thomas] 

jola de vivre /.zhwah da 'veev (Fr 3 wa da vi:vr)/ n keen enjoyment of 
life [F, lit., joy of living] 

'join /joyn/ vt la to put or bring together so as to form a unit b to connect 
(e g points) by a line c to adjoin; meet Ic (where the nver ^ s the sea) 
2 to put or bring into close association or relationship ed i/i marriage) 
3a to come into the company of <^ed us for lunch) b to become a 
member of <^ed the sports club) ^vi 1 to come together so as to be 
connected 2 to come into close association- e g a to form an alliance b 
to become a member of a group c to take part m a collective activity - 
usu + in [ME joinen, fr OF joindre, fr Ljungere - more at yoke] - jolnable 
adj - join battle to engage in battle or conflict 
*joln n JOINT 2a 

joindnr /'joynda/ n a joining in a legal action [F joindre to join] 
joiner /’joyna/ n 1 one who constructs or repairs wooden articles, esp 
furniture or fittings ~ compare carpenter 2 a gregarious person who 
joins many organizations - infml ['join + ^-er] 
joinery /'joynan/ n 1 the craft or trade of a joiner 2 woodwork done 
or made by a joiner 

'joint /joynt/ n la(l) a point of contact between 2 or more bones of an 
animal skeleton together with the parts that surround and support it (2) 
NODE 3a b a part or space included between 2 articulations,_lmots, or 
nodes c a large piece of meat (for roasting) cut from a carcass C? meat 
2a a place where 2 things or parts arc joined b an area at which 2 ends, 
surfaces, or edges are attached c a crack in rock not accompanied by 
dislocation d the hinge of the binding of a book along the back edge of 
each cover 3 a shabby or disreputable place oT entertainment - infml 4 
a marijuana cigarette - slang [ME jointe, fr OF. fr joindre] - Jointed adj, 
jointetfy adv, jointedneaa n ~ out of joint 1 of a bone dislocated 2 
disordered, disorganized 

*joint adj 1 united, combined (a effort) 2 common to 2 or more- e g 
a involving the united activity of 2 or more b held by. shared by, or 
affecting 2 or more 3 shanng with another < ^ heirs) 4 being a function 
of or involving 2 or more random variables <a ~ probability density 
function) (ME, fr MF, fr pp of joindre] 

’joint vt 1 to fit together 2 to provide with a joint 3 to prepare (e g a 
board) for joining by planing the edge 4 to separate the joints of (e g meat) 
[joint] 

jointer /'joynta/ n any of vanous tools used in making joints ['joint 
♦ *-fr] 

'jointly /-li/ adv together 

joint stock n capital held jointly and usu divided into shares between 
the owners 

joint-stock company n a company consitting of individuals who own 
shares representing a joint stock of capital 

jointure /'joyncha/ n property settled on a wife as provision for her 
widowhood [ME, joint, jointure, fr MF, fr L junctura, fr junctus, pp of 
jungere to join] 

join up vi to enlist in an armed service I 

joiat /joyst/ n any of the parallel small t^pibers or meui beams that 
support a floor or ceiling [ME gtste, fr MF^ fr (assumed) VL jacitum, fr 
L jacere to lie - more at adjacent] < 

jojoba /ha'hohba/ n a shrub or small tree of the box family, native to N 
America, having edible seeds that yield a valuable wax similar in proper- 
ties to sperm oil [MexSp] 

'jok# /johk/ n la sthg said or done to provoke laughter, esp a brief oral 
narratiV^ with a humorous twist > compare practical joke b the 
humorous or ridiculous element in sthg c an instance of joking or making 
fun (can't Jake a d a laughingstock 2 sthg of little difficulty or 
seriousness; a trifling matter (that exam was a ^) - often in neg 
constructions (no to be lost in the desert) [L jocus; akin to OHG 
gehan to say, Skt yicati he implores] • jokey, j^y adj 
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*ioke vf to make jokes - Jokingly adv 

Joker /johks/ n 1 sby given to joking 2 a playing card added to a pack 
usu as a wild card 3a sthg (e g an expedient or stratagem) held in reserve 
to gam an end or escape from a predicament b chiefly NAm an 
unsuspected or misunderstood clause in a document that greatly alters it 
c chiefly NAm a not readily apparent factor or condition that nullifies a 
seeming advantage 4 a fellow; esp an insignificant, obnoxious, or 
incompetent person - infml 

jolie laide /.zholi 'led (Fr 3 oli led)/ n, pi Jolics laldea /.zholi 'ied(z) (Fr 
^)/ a woman whose looks are decidedly plain, but whose manner and 
charm make her highly attractive [F. lit., pretty ugly woman] 
Jollification /jolifi'kaysh(a)n/ n (an instance oO merrymaking 
'Jolly /'joli/ adj la full of high spmts b given to conviviality c expressing, 
suggesting, or inspiring gaiety 2 extremely pleasant or agreeable - infml 
3 Br slightly drunk - euph [ME jolif, joli, fr OF] - Joliincas n. Jol- 
lity /i 

*iolly adv very - infml <— cold for the time of year) 

’Jolly vr 1 to (try to) put in good humour, esp to gam an end - usu f along 
2 to make cheerful or bnght - + up, infnil 

'Jolly .boat n a ship's boat of medium size used for general work [origin 
unknown] 

.Jolly 'Rogar /'roja/ n a pirate's black flag with a white skull and 
crossbones [prob fr jolly + the name Roger] 

'jolt /johlt/ vt 1 to cause to move with a sudden jerky motion 2 to give 
a (sudden) knock or blow to 3 to abruptly disturb the composure of 
{crudely ^cd out of that mood - Virginia Woolf> ^ w to move with a 
jerky motion [prob blend of obs joll (to strike) and jot (to bump)] 

’jolt n an unsettling blow, movement, or shock - jolty adj 
Jonah /’johna/ n (a narrative book of the Old Testament telling oO an 
Israelite prQph<^ resisted a divine call to preach repentance to the 
people of Nineveh, was swallowed and vomited by a great fish, and 
eventually earned out his mission [Heb Yonah] 
jonglaur /.zhong'gluh (Fr 35glQC!r)/ n a wandering medieval minstrel 
[F, fr OF jogleour - more at juggler] 
jonquil /'jongkwil/ n a Mediterranean plant of the daffodil family that 
is widely cultivated for its yellow or white fragrant flowers [F jonquille, 
fr Sp junquillo, dim. of junco reed, fr L juncus; akin to ON einir juniper. 
L juniperus] 

Joshua /'josh(y)oo-a/ n (a mainly narrative book of the Old Testament 
telling oO the divinely commissioned successor of Moses and military 
leader of the Israelites dunng the conquest of Canaan [Hcb Yeho- 
shua'] 

joss /Jos/ n a Chinese idol or cult image [Pidgin E, fr Pg deus god, fr 
L - more at deity] 

'joss .house n a Chinese temple or shrine 

'joss .stick n a slender stick of incense (e g for burning in front of a 
joss) 

jostle /'josi/ v6 Jostling /'josling, 'josl-ing/ la to come in contact or mio 
collision (with) b to make (one’s way) by pushing 2 to vie (with) in 
gaining an objective [alter of Justle, freq of joust] - Jostle n 
'jot /jot/ n the least bit {not a of evidence} [L iota, Jota iota] 

*jot vt -tt- to write briefly or humedly - Jotting n 
jotter /Jota/ n a small book or pad for notes or memoranda 
joule Fjonhl/ n the SI unit of work or energy equal to the work done w^ 
a force of IN moves its point of application through a distance of Im 
PHYSICS, UNIT [James Joule tI889 E physicist] 
journel /Juhnl/ n 1 a record of current transactions- e g a an account 
of day-tOKlay events b a private record of experiences, ideas, or reflections 
kept regularly c a reco^ of the transactions of a pubbe body, learned 
society, etc d log 3. 4 2a a daily newspaper b a periodical dealing esp 
with matters of current interest or specialist subjects 3 the of a 
rotating shaft, axle, roll, or spindle that turns in a bearing [ME, service 
book containing the day hours, fr MF, fr journal daily, fr L diumalis, fr 
diumus of the day, fr dies day - more at deity] 

'journal .box n a metal housing to support and protect a journal 
bearing 

JournaPaaa A'eez/ ji a style of writing supposed to be characteristic of 
newspapers; specif loose or clich4-ridden writing 
'journal, lam /-,iz(3)m/ n 1 (the profession oO the collecting and editing 
of material of current interest fbr presentation through news media 2a 
writing designed for publication in a newspaper or popular magazine b 
writing characterized by a direct presentation of facts or description of 
events without an attempt at interpretation 

Journallat /-ist/ n a person engaf^ in journalism, esp one working for 
a news medium > Joaraalistlc A'istik/ adj 


'journaMze, -ise Aiez/ vb to record in or keep a journal - Jouma* 
lizer n 

journey /'juhni/ n 1 travel from one place to another, esp by bmd and 
over a considerable distance 2 the distance involved in a journey, or the 
time taken to cover it [ME, fr OF joumee day’s journey, fr jour day, fr 
LL diumum, fr L, neut of diumus] - Journey vi, Joumeyer n 
'journeyman /-man/ n 1 a worker who has learned a trade and is 
employed by another person, usu by the day 2 an experienced reliable 
worker or performer, as distinguished from one who is outstanding [ME, 
fr journey journey, a day's labour 4 man] 

'joust /jowst/ VI to fight in a joust or tournament [ME jousten, fr OF 
juster, fr (assumed) VL juxtare, fr L juxta near; akin to L jungere to join 
- more at yoke] - Jouster n 

’joust n a combat on horseback between 2 knights or men-at-arms with 
lances 

Jove /johv/ n Jupiter, the chief Roman god - often used inteijectionally 
to express surpnse or agreement {by ^ [L Jov-, Juppiter] 
jovial /'johvi al/ adj markedly go^-humoured [MF & LL; MF, fr LL 
jovialts Jovian, fr Jov-, Juppiter] - Jovially adj, joviality /-'alati/ n 
Jovian /‘johvi-an/ adj (charactenstic) of the god or planet Jupiter 
'jowl /jowl/ n 1 the jaw; esp a mandible 2 cheek I [alter, of ME 
cbavel, fr OE ceafl\ akin to MHO kivel jaw, Av zafar- mouth] 

’jowl n usu slack flesh associated with the lower jaw or throat ~ often pi 
with sing, meaning [ME cholle, prob fr OE ceole throat] 

Joy /joy/ n 1 (the expression oO an emotion or state of great happiness, 
pleasure, or delight 2 a source or cause of delight 3 Br success, 
satisfaction {had no ^ at the first shop he went into} - infml [ME, fr 
OF joie, fr L gaudia, pi of gaudium, fr gaudere to rejoice; akin to Gk 
gethein to rejoice] - Joyleu adj. Joylessly adv, Joylcssness n 
'joyful /-f(a)l/ adj filled with, causing, or expressing joy - Joyfully adv, 
joyfulness n 

'joyous /-os/ adj joyful - joyously adv, Joyousness n 
'joy, ride /-,ned/ n 1 a nde m a motor car taken for pleasure and often 
without the owner's consent 2 a short pleasure flight in an aircraft - 
joyrider n, joyriding n 

'joy, stick /-.stik/ n 1 a hand-operated lever that controls an aeroplane's 
elevators and ailerons 2 a control for any of vanous devices that 
resembles an aeroplane’s joystick, esp in being capable of motion in 2 or 
more directions [perh fr slang joystick (penis)] 
jubilant /'joohbibnt/ adj filled with or expressing great joy [L jubilant-, 
jubilans, prp of jubilare to rejoice] - Jubilance n, jnbibiiitly adv 
Jubilate /joohbi'lahti/ n the 100th Psalm sung liturgically in Catholic 
and Anglican churches [L, 2 pi imper of jubilare; fr its opening word] 
jubilation /joohbi'laysh(3)n/ n being jubilant; rejoicing [ME jubilaci- 
oun, fr 1. iubilation-, jubilatio, fr jubilatus, pp of jubilare] 
jubilee /joohbi'lee, '-,-/ n 1 ohen cap a year of emancipation and 
restoration provided by ancient Hebrew law to be kept every SO years 2 
(a 'elebration oO a special anmversary (e g of a sovereign's accession) 
{remembered Queen Victoria's diamond ^} 3 a period of time, pro- 
claimed by the Pope ordinarily every 2S years, during which a special 
plenary indulgence is granted to Catholics who perform certain woiics of 
repentance and piety 4 a season or occasion of celebration [ME, fr MF 
& LL. MF jubile, fr LL jubilaeus, modif of LGk idbeJaios, fr Heb ydbhel 
ram's horn, jubilee] 

Judaism /'joohday,iz(a)m/ n 1 a religion developed among the ancient 
Hebrews and charactenzed by belief in 1 transcendent God and by a 
religious life in accordance with Scriptures and rabbinic traditions 2 
(conformity with) the cultural, social, and religious beliefs and practices 
of the Jews [HJudaismus, fr Gk ioudaismos, fr loudaios Jew] > Jndaizc 
vt, Judaizcr n, Judaic /-'day ik/ adj 

Judas /'joohebs/ n 1 one who betrays, esp under the guise of friendship 
2 Judas, Judas hole a peephole in a door [Judas Iscariot, the apostle who 
betrayed Christ) 

'Judas .tree n any of a genus of trees and shrubs that are often cultivated 
for their showy esp purplish flowers [fr the beUef that Judas Iscariot 
hanged himself from such a tree] 

juddar /'juda/ vi, chiefly Br to vibrate jerkily [prob alter, of shudder] - 
Judder n 

Juda /joohd/ n a short epistle addressed to early Christians included as 
a book in the New Tesument [LL Judas] 

'Judga /juj/ vr 1 to form an opinion about through careful weighuig of 
evidence 2 to sit m judgment on 3 to determine or pronounce after 
deliberation 4 to decide the result of (a competition or contest) S to form 
an estimate or evaluation of 6 to hold as an opinion ^ vi 1 to form a 
judgment or opinion 2 to act as a judge {to ~ between us} [ME juggeo. 
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fr OF jugier, fr L judicart, fr judk-, judex judge, fr jus right, law duxre 
to decide, say - more at just, diction] 

’Judge n sby who judges: e g a a^blic official authoriaed to decide 
questions brought before a court law b often exp a Hebrew tribal 
leader in the period after the death of Joshua c sby appointed to decide 
in a competition or (sporting) contest (e g diving) d sby who gives an 
(authoritative) opinion <a good of chxrxcterj <a good « of modem 
arr> [ME juge, fr MF, fr I judex] <• Judgeship n 
Judge 'advocete n an officer appointed to superintend the trial and 
advise on law at a court martial 

Judge .advocate 'general n the senior civil legal officer in control of 
couru martial 

Judges /‘jujiz/ n pi but stng m coastr a narrative and histoncal book of 
the Old Tesument 

Judgment, Judgement /'jujmant/ u 1 (a formal utterance oO un 
authoritative opinion 2a a formal decision by a court b an obligation (e g 
a debt) created by a court decision 3a Judgment, Last Judgment the final 
judging of mankind by God b a calamity held to be sent by God as a 
punishment 4 (the process of forming) an opinion or evaluation based on 
discemmg and companng 5 the capacity for judging - judgmental 
/-'mentl/ adj 

Judgment .Day n the day of God's judgment of mankind at the end 
of the world, according to various theologies 

Judicature /'joohdikacha/ n 1 the administration of justice 2 a court 
of justice 3 JUDICIARY 1 4 (the duration oQ a judge's office [MF, fr 
ML judicatura, fr L Judicatus, pp of Judicare] 
judiefal /jooh'dish(a)l/ adj I of a judgment, judging, justice, or the 
judiciary 2 ordered by a court separation^ 3 of, characterized by, or 
expressing judgment; critical Ic [ME, fr L judtdahs, fr Judicium 
judgment, fr judex] - Judicially adv 

judiciary /jooh'dishari/ n la a system of courts of law b the judges of 
these courts 2 a judicud branch of the US government [judiciary, adj, fr 
L judicianus judicial, fr judiaum] - judieiniy adj 
Judicious /jooh'dishas/a4f having, exercising, or charactenzed by sound 
judgment jodkiouily adv, judIciouaacM n 

Judo /'joohdoh/ n a martial art developed from ju>jitsu and emphasizing 
the use of quick movement and leverage to throw an opponent [Jap judo, 
fr ju weakness, gentleness f do art] > judoist n 
Judy /'joohdi/ n, often cap a girl - slang [Judy, nickname for Judith] 
'Jug /jug/ n la(l) chiefly Br a vessel for holding and pouring liquids that 
typify has a handle and a lip or spout (2) chidly NAm a Wge deep 
earthenware or glass vessel for liquids that usu has a handle and a narrow 
mouth often fitted with a cork; flagon lb b the contents of or quantity 
contained in a jug; a jugful 2 prison - infml [perh 'fr Jug, nickname for 
Joan] - Jngfiil n 

’Jug vt -gg- 1 to Slew (e g a hare) in an earthenware vessel 2 to impnson 
- infml 

Juggernaut /'jugo.nawt/ n 1 an inexorable force or object that crushes 
anything in its path 2 chiefly Br a very large, usu articulated, lorry; esp 
one considered too large for safety [Hindi Jagannath, title of Vishnu, lit., 
lord of the world; fr a former bdief that devotees of Vishnu threw 
themselves beneath the wheels of a cart bearing his image in pro* 
cession] 

'Juggle /'jugl/ vb juggliiig /'jugling/ vi 1 to perform the tricks of a juggler 
2 to engage in manipulation, esp in order to achieve a desired end ^ vt 
1 to manipulate, esp in order to achieve a desired end an account to 
hide a loss) 2 to hold or balance precarious[y 3 to toss m the manner 
of a juggler [ME jogelen, fr MF jogler to joke, fr Ljoculari, fr joculus, 
dim. of jocus joke] 

’Juggle n an act or instance of juggling 

juggler /'jugb/ n one skilled in keeping several objects in motion in the 
air at the same time by alternately tossing and catching them [ME 
Jogdour, fr OE geogekre, fr OF jogleour, fr Ljoculator, fxjoculatus, pp 
of joculari] > Jugglery n 

Jugular /'jugyoob/ la of the throat or neck b of the jugular vein 2 
of a veatnlfin of a fish located on the throat [LL juguJaris, fr LjuguJum 
coUarb^e, throat; akin to L juagere to join - more at yoke] 

Juguler vein, Jugular n any of several veins of each side of the neck that 
return blood from the head 

Juice /joohs/ o 1 the extractable fluid contents of oella or tissues 2a pf 
the natural fluids of an animal body b the liquid or moisture contain^ 
in sthg 3 the inherent quality of sthg; esp the basic force or strength of 
athg 4 a medium (e g electricity or petrd) that supplies power - infml 
[ME JUS. fr OF. broth, juice, fr L; akin to Skt yufa broth] - Jnicelaas 
fHff 


Juicy /*joohsi/ adj 1 succulent 2 financially rewarding or profitable - 
infml 3 rich in interest (a ^ problemy, esp interesting because of 
titillating content <« scandal) - infml - Juicily adv, Juicineas o 
Ju-JItuu, jin-Jitso /Jooh 'jitsooh/ n a martial art employmg holds, throws, 
and paralysing blows to subdue or disable an opponent [Jap jujutsu, fr 
ju weakness, gentleness 'H jutsu art] 

JuJu /*jooh jooh/ n (a magic attributed to) a fetish or charm of W African 
peoples [of W African origin; akin to Hausa djudju fetish] 

JuJubc /'joohjoohb/ n 1 (the edible fruit oO any of several trees of the 
buckthorn family 2 a fniit-flavoured gum or lozenge (ME, fr ML jujuba, 
alter, of L zizyphum, fr Gk zizyphon] 

Jukebox /'joohk.boks/ n a corn-operated record player that automati- 
cally plays records chosen from a restricted list [Gullah juke disorderly, 
of W African origin; akin to Bambara dzugu wicked] 

Julep /"joohlip/ n, chiefly NAm a dnnk consisting of a spmt and sugar 
poured over crushed ice and garnished with mint [ME, syrupy liquid, fr 
MF, fr Ar julab, fr Per gulab, fr gul rose ab water] 

Julian calendar /'joohlyan, -li-an/ n a calendar introduced in Rome in 
46 BC establishing the 12-month year of 36S days with an extra day every 
fourth year - compare Gregorian calendar [L julianus, fr Gaius 
Julius Caesar t44 bc Roman general &. statesman] 

'Julienne /joohli'en/ n a clear soup containing julienne vegetables [F, 
prob fr the name Jules, Julien] 

’Julienne adj cut into long thin strips potatoes) (green beans 
'Juliet .cap /'joohli-dt. -et/ n a woman's small close-fitting bnmless cap 
worn esp by brides (fr the name Juliet] 

Juliett /joohli'et/ - a communications code word for the letter j [prob 
irreg fr Juliet] 

July /joolie/ n the 7th month of the Gregonan calendar [ME Julie, fr 
OE Julius, fr L. fr Gaius Julius Caesar] 

'Jumble /jumbl/ vt jumbling /'jumbling/ to mix up in a confused or 
disordered mass [perh imit] 

’Jumble n 1 a mass of things mingled together without order or plan 2 
Br articles for a jumble sale 

'Jumble .sale n, Bra sale of donated secondhand articles, usu conducted 
to raise money for some charitable purpose 
Jumbo /'jumboh/ n, pi jumbos a very large specimen of its kind [prob 
' fr mumbo-jumbo] - jumbo adj 

'Jumbo Jet n a large jet aeroplane capable of iAirying several hundred 
passengers 

Jumbuck /'jum.buk/ n, Austr a sheep [native name in Australia] 
'Jump /jump/ VI la to spnng into the air, esp using the muscular power 
of feet and legs b to move suddenly or involuntarily from shock, surprise, 
etc c to move quickly or energetically (as if) with a jump, also to act with 
alacnty 2 to pass rapidly, suddenly, or abruptly (as iO over some 
intervening thing* e g a to skip <<^ed /o the end of the book) b to nse 
suddenly in rank or status <^ed from captain to colonel) c to make a 
mental leap d to come to or arrive at a position or judgment without due 
deliberation to conclusions) t to undergo a sudden sharp increase 
(prices ^ed sky-high) 3 to move haphazardly or aimlessly 4 to make 
a sudden verbal or physical attack - usu + on or upon 5 NAm to bustle 
with activity (by midnight the place was really ing> ^ vt la to (cause 
to) leap over a hurdle) ('^ id his horse over the fence) b to pass over, 

esp to a point beyond; skip, bypass c to act, move, or begin before (e g 
a signal) 2a to escape or run away from b to leave hastily or in violation 
of an undertaking ^'^ed bail) c to depart from (a normal course) (the 
train ^ed the rails) 3a to make a sudden or surprise attack on b to 
occupy without proper legal rights (^ a minjfig claim) 4 chiefly NAm 
to leap aboard, esp so as to travel illegally [p|Db akin to LG gumpen to 
jump] - jump at to accept eagerly <)ump at thg chance) > jump the gun 
1 to start in a race before the starting signal 2jto act, move, or begin sthg 
. before the proper tune - jump the queue 1 to^’move in front of othen in 
a queue 2 to obtam an unfair advantage ofer others who have been 
waiting longer - Jump to ft 1 to make a<^ enthusiastic start 2 to 
hurry 

’Jump j] la(l) an act of jumping; a leap (2) a (jports contest (e g the long 
jump) including a jump (3) a space, height, orilistance cleared by a jump 
(4) an obstacle to be jumped over (e g in a horse race) b a sudden 
uivohinta^ movement; a start 2a a sharp sudden increase (e g in amount, 
price, or v^ue) b a sudden change or transition; cap one that leaves a 
break in continuity c any of a series of moves from one place or position 
to another, a move 3 pi the fidgets - infml 
Jumppd-'up a4j recently risen in wealth, rank, or status - derog 
'Jumper /jumpo/ n 1 a short wire used to close a break in or cut out part 
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of a circuit 2 a jumping animal; esp a horse trained to jump obstacles 
['jump + *-er] 

'Jumper n 1 Br a knitted or crocheted garment worn on the upper body 
GARMENT 2 A/Afli PINAFORE 2 [prob fr E dial. yujRp (loosc jacket), 
perh alter, of jupe (coat, jacket), fr OF, fr Ar jubbah] 

Jumping ,bean /jumping/ n a seed of any of sever^ Mexican shrubs 
of the spurge family that tumbles about because of the movements inside 
It of the larva of a small moth 
Jumping Jack n a firework that jumps about when lit 
Jumping-'off adj - jumping-off place/point a place or point from which 
an enterpnse is launched 

Jump-Jtt u, chiefly Br a jet aircraft able to take off and land verti- 
cally 

Jump .lead /leed/ n a length of thick electric cable for suiting the engine 
of a motor vehicle with a flat battery, by using a second battery 
Jump-.off n the Anal round of a showjumping competition - jump 
off VI 

Jump ,aeat n a folding seat for temporary use in a vehicle or aircraft 
Jump .start n the suiting of a motor vehicle’s engine using jump leads 

- jump start vt 

Jump.suit /-Xy)ooht/ n a 1 -piece garment combining top and trousers 
or shorts 

jumpy /'jumpi/ adj 1 having jumps or sudden vanations 2 nervous. 
Jittery - jumpineas n 

junction /*jungksh(d)n/ ii 1 joining or being joined 2a a place of meeting 
b an intersection of roads, esp where 1 terminates c a point of contact or 
interface between dissimilar meuls or semiconductor regions (e g in a 
transistor) 3 sthg that joins [L junction-, junctio, fr junctus, pp of jungere 
to join - more at yoke] - jun^onai adj 

Juncture /'junglbe)«a/ n 1 an instance or place of joining; a connection 
or joining pait 2 a point of time (made cntical by a concurrence of 
arcumstances) 

June /joohn/ n the 6th month of the Gregorian calendar [ME, fr MF 
A. L, MF Juin, fr L Jumus] 

June .bug n a chafer 

Jungian /'yoong-i an/ adj‘ (charactenstic) of the psychoanalytical psy- 
chology of Carl Jung [Carl Jung tI961 Swiss psychologist] - Jnn- 
gian n 

jungle /’jung-gl/ n 1 an area overgrown with thickets or masses of 
(tropical) trees and other vegeution 2a a confused, disordered, or 
complex mass <fAe of tax laws} b a place of ruthless struggle for 
survival <r/ie blackboard > [Hindi jangal] - jungly /'jung-gli/ adj 
Jungle .fowl n any of several Asian wild birds from which domestic 
fowls have prob descended 

'junior /"jeohnya/ n 1 a person who is younger than another (^she iS my 
^ > 2a a person holding a lower or subordinate position in a hierarchy 
of ranks b a member of a younger form in a school 3 NAm a student 
in the next-to-the-last year before graduaung 4 NAm a male child, a son 

- infml [L, n & adj] 

'junior adj 1 younger - used, esp in the USA, to distinguish a son with 
the same name as his father 2 lower in standing or rank 3 for children 
aged from 7 to 1 1 <a ^ schoof) [L, compar of Juvenis young - more at 
young] 

juniorate /joohnyarayt, -rat/ n (a seminary providing) a course of 
higher study (preparatory to that in j^losophy) for candidates for the 
priesthood, brotherhood, or sisterhood 

Junior .collage n a US college that offers 2 years of studies correspond- 
ing to the first 2 years of a 4-year college course 
.Junior 'Common .Room n a common room for students, pupils, 
etc 

Junior .school n 1 a primary school for children aged esp from '' ?o 1 1 
2 a junior department for prepanng intended pupils of a fee-paying 
secondary school 

Junior 'eeaman n rank 
Junior tach'nician n rank 

juniper /joohnipa/ n any of several evergreen shrubs or trees of the 
cypress family [ME Juiupcre, fr L juniperus - more at jonquil] 
Juniper .oil n an oil obuined from the fruit of the common juniper and 
used esp in gin and liqueurs 

'junk /jungk/ n 1 pieces of old cable or rope used for mats, swabs, or 
oakum 2a secondhand or discarded articles or material; broadly rubbish 
I b sthg of little value or inferior quality 3 narcotics; esp heroin - slang 
[ME Jonke] > janky adj 
'junk vt to get rid of as worthless - infml 

'junk n a sailing ship used in the Far East with a high poop and 


overhanging stem, little or no keel, and lugsails often stiffened with 
horizonul battens [Pg junco, fr Jav ^li] 

Junker /'yoongka/ n a member of the Prussian landed aristocracy [O, 
fr OHG juncherro, lit., young lord] - Juakerdon /-d(a)m/ n, Junker- 
ism n 

'junket /'jungkit/ n 1 a dessert of sweetened flavoured milk curdled with 
rennet 2 a festive social affair (at public or a firm’s expense) - chiefly 
infml [ME ioncate, denv of (assumed) VL Juncata, fr L Juncus rush] 
'junket VI to feast, banquet ~ infml - junketer n, junket^ /-'tia/ n 
Junk .food n processed food (e g hot dogs or candy floss) that typically 
has a high carbohydrate content but overall bw nutritional value - 
compare whoi efood, hfalthpood 

junkie, junky /'jungki/ n a drug peddler or addict - infml [‘junk 3 + 
-jc, '-y] 

Junoesque /joohnoh'esk/ adj, of a woman having stately beauty [Juno, 
ancient It goddess, wife of Jupiter] 

junta /'junta/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a political council or committee; 
esp a group controlling a government after a revolution 2 a junto [Sp, 
fr fern of Junto joined, fr L junctus, pp of jungere to join - more at 
yoke] 

junto /'juntoh/ n smg or pi in constr. p/ juntos a group of people joined 
for a common purpose [prob alter of junta] 

Jupite^/joohpitd/ n the largest of the planets and Sth in order from the 
sun astronomy, symbol [L, supreme deity of the Roman 
pantheon] 

jural /'jooaral/ adj of law, rights, or obligations [L jur-, Jus law] > jimlly 
adv 

Jurassic /joo'rasik/ adj or n (of or being) the middle penod of the 
Mesozoic era between the Cretaceous and the Tnassic evolution 
[F jurassique, fr Jura mountain range between France A Switzerland] 
juridical /joo'ridikl/ abo juridic /joo'ndik/ adj 1 judicial 1 2 of or 
being junsprudence, legal termsy [L jundteus, fr jur-, Jus + dicere 
to say - more at diction] - juridically adv 
jurisconsult /jooans'konsult/ n a junst [L Junsconsultus, fr Juns (gen 
of jus) consultus, pp of consuiere to consult] 

Juris'diction /•'dik$h(»)n/ n 1 the power, right, or authonty to apply 
the law 2 the authority of a sovereign power 3 the limits within wluch 
authonty may be exercised \JfAEJunsdiccioun. fr OF A L; OF jundtcUon, 
fr L jurisdiction-, junsdictio, fr juris + diction-, dictio act of saying - more 
at diction] - jurisdictional adj, jurisdictioBally adv 
.juris’prudence /-'proohd(a)ns/ n (the science or philosophy oO a body 
or branch of law (jcnmmal > [F & LL; F, fr MF, fr LL jurisprudentia, 
fr L prudentia Juns] - jurisprudential /-prooh'densh(a)l/ adj 
jurist /'jooanst/ n 1 sby with a thorough knowledge of law 2 NAm a 
lawyer, specif a judge [MF juriste, fr ML junsta, fr L jur-, yus] 
juristic /{ito'nstik/, juristical /-kl/ adj of a jurist, junsprudence, or law 

- juristically adv 

juror /'jooara/ n 1 a member of a jury 2 one who takes an oath 
'jury /'jooan/ /i 1 a body of usu 12 people who hear evidence in court and 
are sworn to give an honest verdict, esp of guilty or not guilty, based on 
this evidence 2 a committee for judging a contest or exhibition [ME jure, 
fr AF juree, fr OF jurer to swear, fr L jurare, fr jur-. yus] 

'jury adj improvised for temporary use (in an emergency) <a ^ ngfora 
sailing boat} [origin unknown] 

'juryman /-man/, fern 'jury .woman n juror 1 
jussive /jusiv/ n a word, form, case, or mood expressing command [L 
jussus, pp of jubere to order; akin to Gk hysmine battle] - jussive adj 
'just /just/ adj la conforming (rigidly) to fact or reason <a but not a 
generous decisiop) b conforming to a standard of correctness; proper 
2a(l) acting or being in conformity with what is morally upright or 
equitable (2) being what is mented; deserved b legally correct [ME, fr 
MF A L; MF Juste, fr L Justus, fr Jus nght, law; akin to Skt yos welfare] 

- justly adv, justness n 

•just adv la exactly, precisely - not foUowmg /lot <- right} the thing 
for your cold} b at this moment and not sooner <Ac*s only ^ arrived} 

- sometimes used with the past tense <lAe bell ^ rang} c only at this 
moment and not later (/"m ^ coming} 2b by a very small margin; 
immediately, barely /oo late} (only ^ possible} b only, simply 

a short note} 3 quite (not ^ yet} (-^ as well tasked} 4 perhaps, possibly 
5 very, completely <<^ wonderful} 6 indeed - sometimes expressing irony 
(didn’t he '-'1} C/S'Efi, d) infml -jum about lalmost 2notmorethan 
Oust about room to cook} - just in case as a precaution * just sow 1 
at this moment 2 a moment ago - just os almost exactly - used with 
reference to numbers and quantities -just so 1 tidily arrangod 2 -used 
to express agreement - just the same nevertheless; even so 
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justice /'jusiis/ A U the muntenance or administmtion of what ts just 
b the administration of law <couit of c justice of the peace 2a the 
quality of being just, impartial, or fair b (conformity to) the principle or 
ideal of just deahng or right action 3 conformity to truth, fact, or reason 
4 Br - used as a title for a judge <Mr Justice Smith} [ME, fr OF. fr L 
justiUs, fr Justus] 

Justice of the 'pesce n a lay magistrate empowered chiefly to 
administer summary justice in minor cases and to commit for trial 
Justicisbie /ju'stishi-abl/ adj 1 liable to trial <a ^ offence} 2 capable 
of legal dedsion <a issue) - juatklablUty /•'bibti/ n 
Justify /justifie/ vt 1 to prove or show to be just, nght, or reasonable 
2 to extend freedom from the consequences of sin to. by Chnst’s 
nghteousness or by grace 3 to space out (e g a line of printed text) so as 
to be flush with a margin [ME Justifien, fr MF or LL. MF justtfier, fr 
LLJustiheare, fr L Justus] - justifler n, Jiiatiflabla adj, justifiably adv, 
justificatory /justiri'kayt(a)n/ adj, justifleatiou /-'kayshfajn/ n 
’jut /jut/ VI -tt« to extend out, up, or forwards; project, protrude - often 
+ out (partly var of ^cf (to project); partly short for obs jutty (to project), 
fr ME Jutteyen] 

*iut A sthg that juts (out) 

Jute /jooht/ A the glossy fibre of either of 2 E Indian plants of the linden 
family used chiefly for sacking, burlap, and twine [Hindi & Beng^iif] 
Jute A a member of a Germanic people that invaded England and esp 
Kent along with the Angles and Saxons in the Sth c ad [ME, fr ML Juiae 
Jutes, of Gmc ongin] - Jutish adj 

'Juvenile /'joovaniel/ adj 1 physiologically immature or undeveloped 2 
(characteristic) of or suitable for children or young people [F or L; F 
Juvmik, fr L Juvenilis, fr juvenis young person - more at young] - 
jttteaildy adv, juvenility A'nibti/ a 

'Juvenile a la a young person b a book for young people 2 a young 
individual resembling an adult of its kmd except in size and reproductive 
activity 3 an actor who plays youthful parts 
Juvenile court a a court with special jurisdiction over delinquent and 
dependent young people 

Juvenile hormone a an insect hormone that controls maturation to the 
imago and pbys a role in reproduction 

Juvenilia /Jo^v»'nili*a/ a pi artistic or literary works produced in an 
artist’s or author's youth [L, neut pi of juvenilis] 

Junta- /juksta-/ comb form situated near ^juxtaglomerular cells}; beside 
<juxta/N»e> [L Juxta near] 

Juxtapose /juksta'pohz/ vt to place side by side [prob back-formation 
k Juxuposition] - jnxtapoaicion /-pa'zish(a)n/ a, juxtapositional adj 


K 

k /kay/ n, pi k’a, ki, often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device 
for reproducing) the 11th letter of the English alphabet 2 a unit of 
computer storage capacity equal to 1024 bytes <a memory of64K} [(2) 
ihio-] 

ka /kah/ a the personality double believed in ancient Egypt to be bom 
with, and survive, an individual [Egypt] 

Kaaba Aahbo/ a a small building in the court of the Great Mosque at 
Mecca containing a sacred black stone which is the goal of Islamic 
pilgnmage [Ar kahah, lit., square buildingl 
kabala, kabbib, kabbalah /ko’bahb/ n the cabala - kabaliim a, kabalist 
Aabalist/ a, kabaUstk /-'listik/ adj m 

Kabuki /ka'boohki/ a traditional Japanese popubr drama performed m 
a highly stylized manner by males only [Jap. lit., art of singing and 
dancing 

Kabyia /ka'biel/ n a member or the language of a Berber people of the 
mountainous coastal area E of Algiers [Ar qaba% pi dfqabilah tnbe] 
kaddlah Aadish/ a, often cap a Jewish prayer recited in the daily ritual 
of the Aynagogue and by mourners after the death of a close relauve 
(Aram qaddiab holy] 
kadi /'kididi, luydi/ a a qadi 

Kaffir, Kafir Akafa/ Ala member of a group of southern African 
Bantu-speaking peoples 2 often not cap, chiefly SAfr a S African Black 
•derog [Ar ka/ir infidel] 

Kaf kaaaqua /jeafka'esk/ atfj suggestive of the writings of Franz Kafka, 
esp in expressing the anxieties and alienation of 20tli-c man [Franz ICaAa 
tl924 Austrian writer] 


kaftan Aaf.tan/ a a caftan 

kailyard, kaleyard, kailyard school Aayhyahd/ n a late 19th-c literary 
movement specializing in a parochial and sentimentalized depiction of 
Scottish Lowland life [Sc. lit., cabbage garden] 
kalnita Aieniet, 'kay-/ also kalnft /kie'neet/ a a naturally occurring 
hydrated sulphate and chloride of magnesium and potassium used as a 
fertilizer [G kainit, fr Gk kainos new - more at recent] 
kaiswr Aieza/ a an emperor of Germany during the period 1871 to 1918 
[G, fr OHG keisur emperor, fr a prehistoric Gmc word borrowed fr L 
Caesar, cognomen of Gaius Julius Caesar t44 bc Roman general & 
sutesman] - kaiserdom /-d(3)m/ n 
'kalMrin Ann/ a the wife of a kaiser [G, fern of ka/ser] 
kaka /'kahka/ a an olive brown New Zealand parrot [Maon] 
kakapo /*kahkajggh/ n, pi kakapos a chiefly nocturnal burrowing New 
Zealand parrot endangered [MSon] 

kakamono /.kaki'mohnoh/ n, pi kakemonos a Japanese painting or 
inscnption on a silk or paper scroll designed to be hung on a wall 
[Jap] 

kala-azar /jeahb a'zah, .kala/ n a severe infectious disease, chiefly of 
Asia, marked esp by fever and enlargement of the spleen and liver and 
caused by a protozoan transmitted by the bite of sand flics [Hindi 
kala-azar black disease, fr kala black ^ Per azar disease] 
kalft, kail /kayl/ Ala hardy cabbage with curled often finely cut leaves 
that do not form a dense head 2 Scot a broth of cabbage, esp kale [Sc, 
fr ME (northern) cal, fr OE cal - more at cof.e] 
kalaidoscopa /ka'liedd.skohp/ a 1 a tubular instrument containing 
loose chips of coloured glass between mirrors so placed that an endless 
vanety of symmetrical patterns is produced as the instrument is rotated 
and the chips of glass change position 2 sthg that is continually changing; 
esp a vanegated changing pattern, scene, or succession of events [Gk 
kal(x beautiful + eidos form + E -scope - more at c'ai ligraphy, idol) 
- kaleidoscopic /-'skopik/, kaleidoscopical adj, kaleidoscopically adv 
kaltndt Akalondz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr calends 
Kalmuck, Kalmuk /'kalmak/. Kalmyk /'kalmik/ n a member or the 
language of a group of Mongolian p«pples inhabiting a region stretching 
from W China to the Caspian Sea language [Russ Kalmyk, fr 
Kazan Tartar] 

kalpa Aahlpa, *kal-/ n a period in which, according to Hindu cosmology, 

- the universe undergoes a cycle of creation and destruction [Skt] 

Kama /'kahma/ n the Hindu god of love [Sftf Kama, fr kama love] 
kame Aaym/ Aji^mound of sand and gravel deposited by water from a 
melting glacier geography [Sc, kame, comb, fr ME (northern) 
camb comb, fr OE] 

'xamikaza /.kami'kahzi/ a (the volunteer Japanese pilot oO an explosive- 
packed aircraft crashed on a target by its pilot [Jap, lit., divine wind] 
'kamikaze adj suicidal <f/ie city's - taxi dnvers} ~ humor 
kampong, campong Akampong, -'-/ a a hamlet or village in a 
Malay-speaking country [Malay] 

Kampuchean /.kampoo'chee-an/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of 
Kampuchea [Kampuchea (formerly Khmer Republic, formerly Cam- 
bodia), country in S£ Asia] 

kanaka /ka'n^, 'kanaka/ a, often cap a South Sea islander [Hawaiian, 
person, human being] 

Kanareee /.kana'recz/ a. pi Kanarese 1 a member of a Kannada- 
speaking people of Mysore in S India 2 Kannada [Kanara, distnct of 
India] 

kangaroo /.kang-ga'rooh/ n, pi kangaroos any of vanous plant-eating 
marsupial mammals of Australia, N^jQuinep, and adjacent islands that 
hop on their long powerful hind legs Lir^ cycle [prob native name 
in Australia] 

kangaroo court n an unauthonzed or irresponsible court in which 
justice is perverted i 

kangaroo rat a any of numerous noctumai burrowing rodents of dry 
parts of W USA i 

Kfpnada Akanada/ a the major Dravidian Upguage of Mysore in S India 
LANGUAGE [Kannada kannada] 

Kantian AkantFan, 'kahn-/ adj of Kant or Jus philosophy [Immanuel 
Kant tl804 G philosopher] - Kantian a, Kaatianism n 
kaolin Akayalin/ a a fine usu white clay formed from decomposed 
feldspar and used esp in ceramics [F kaolin, fr Kao-ling, hill in SE China, 
where it was originally obtained] 

kaon AkayxMt/ a an unsuble heavy elementary particle of the meson 
family that exists in positive, negative, and neutral forms [ISV ka K (fr 
K-meson, its earlier name) -f '-on] 

kapok Akaypok/ a a mass of silky fibres that surround the seeds of a 
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tropical tree and are used esp as a soft (insulating) filling for mattresses, 
cushions, sleeping bags, etc [Malay] 

kappa /'kapo/ n the 10th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk, of Sem ongin; 
akin to Heb kaph, 1 1th letter of the Heb alphabet] 
kaput Aa'poot/at^' no longer able to function, broken, exhausted - infml 
[G. fr F capot not having made a trick at piquet] 
karablnar /.kara'beena/ n a carabiner 

karakul, caracul Aarakl/ n 1 o/icn cap any of a breed of hardy fat-tailed 
sheep from Bukhara 2 the tightly curled glossy black coat of karakul 
lambs valued as fur [Karakuls village in Bukhara, USSR] 
karat /'karat/ n, NAm carat 2 

karate Aa'rahti/ n a martial art in which opponents use their hands and 
feet to deliver crippling blows [Jap, lit., empty hand] 
karma /kahma/ n, often cap the force generated by a person's actions, 
held in Hinduism and Buddhism to determine hisAer destiny m hisAer 
next existence [Skt karman (nom karma), lit., work] - karmic /-mik/ adj, 
often cap 

karoo, karroo Aa'rooh/ n, pi karoos, karroos a dry ubieland of S Afnca 
[Afrik karo] 

karst /kahst/ n an irregular limestone region with underground streams, 
caverns, and potholes [G] - karstic adj 
kart Aaht/ n a go-kart - karting n 

kary- /kan-/, karyo- comb form nucleus of a cell <karyaJ:iiies/5> [NL. 
fr Gk karyon nut - more at careen] 

karyokinesis /.kariohkineesis, -kie-/ n, pi karyokineses /-seez/ (the 
division of the nucleus that occurs in) mitotic cell division [NL, fr kary- 
Gk kinesis motion, fr kinan to move] - karyokinetic /-'netik/ adj 
karyotype /kanoh.tiep/ n (the sum of the specific charactenstics of) the 
chromosomes of a cell [ISV] ~ karyotypic Atipik/ adj 
karzy Akahzi/ a, Hr toilet 2 - slang [modif of It casa house] 
Kasbah /'kazj>ah/ n a Casbah 

Kashmiri /kash'mian/ n, pi Kashmiris, esp collectively Kashmiri^ 1 a 
native or inhabitant of Kashmir 2 the Indic language of Kashmir 
LANGUAGE [Kashmir, region of the Indian subcontinent] 
kaahruth, kiuhrut /kash.root/ n the Jewish dietary laws [Heb kashruth, 
lit., fitness] 

kat, khat /kaht, kat/ n a shrub of the spindle tree family cultivated by the 
Arabs for its leaves and buds that are the source of a habit-forming drug 
similar to amphetamine when chewed or used as a tea [Ar qat] 
kata Aahtah/ n a formal training exercise in an Onental martial art (e g 
karate) [Jap] 

katabatic /.katabatik/ adj moving downwards <a ^ wind) [LGk 
katabatikos of descent, fr Gk katabatos descending, fr katabamein to 
descend, fr kata- cata- 4^ bainein to go] 

katydid /'kaytidid/ n any of several large green N Amencan long-homed 
grasshoppers [imit] 

kauri /'kowan/ n (the fine white straight-grained wood oQ a tall New 
Zealand timber tree of the pine family [Maori kawn] 
kava Aahva/ n (an intoxicating beverage made from the crushed root 
oO an Australasian shrubby pepper plant [Tongan & Marquesan, lit., 
bitter] 

kayak /1ue(y)ak/ n an Eskimo canoe made of a frame covered with skins, 
also a similar canvas-covered or fibreglass canoe [Esk qajaq] 

'kayo, KO Aay'oh/ n, pi kayos knockout 1 - infml [knockout] 
*kayo, KO vr kiyoes, kayos; kayoing; kayoed to knock out - infml 
Kazan Aa'zan, ka'zahn/ adj of or from the city of Kazan in the USSR 
(.the ~ Tartar language^ 

kazoo Aa'zooh/ o, pi kazoos a musical instrument consisting of a tube 
into which one sings or hums to vibrate a membrane covering a side hole 
[imit] ,4 

kaa Aaya/ n a large green New Zealand parrot that normally eatslAsects 
but sometimes destroys sheep by slashing the back to feed on the kidney 
fat [Maori] 

kabab Ai'hab/ n cubes of (marinated) meat cooked with onions, mush- 
rooms, etc, usu on a skewer [Per, Hindi, Ar. A Turk; Per A Hindi kabab, 
fr Ar, fr Turk kebap] 
kad Aed/ n sheep kbix 

'kadga Aej/ vb to pull (a ship) along by means of a line attached to an 
anchor [ME caggen] 

>kadga n a small anchor used esp in hedging 
kadgaraa /Jicja'ree, '— / n a dish containing rice, flaked fish, and 
chopped hard-boiled eggs [Hindi khtcan, fr Skt Jchkvd] 
koak Aeek/ W or n, chkfJy Scot (to) peep, look (vb ME kiken, prob fr 
MD kikai; akin to MLG kiken to look; n fr vb] - keaktr n 
'keal Aeel/ n a flat-bottomed ship; esp a barge used on the river Tyne to 


carry coal [ME kele, fr MD kiel; akin to OE ceol ship, ccM small house 
- more at 'cot] 

*keel n la a timber or plate which extends along the centre of the bottom 
of a vessel and usu projects somewhat from the bottom ship b the 
mam load-bearing member (e g in an airship) 2 a projection (e g the 
breastbone of a bird) suggesting a keel 3 a ship - poetic [ME kele, fr ON 
kjolr, akin to OE ceole throat, beak of a ship - more at glutton] - keeled 
adj, keelless adj 

*koel vt to cause to turn over ^ w 1 to turn over 2 to fall over (as iO m 
a faint 

'keel.haul /-.hawl/ vt 1 to drag (a person) under the keel of a ship as 
punishment 2 to rebuke severely [D kielhalen, fr kiel keel + halen to 
haul] 

keelson Aclsan, 'keel-/, kelson Acisan/ n a structural beam fastened 
to the keel of a ship for strength and to support the floonng [prob of 
Scand ongin, akin to Sw kdlsvtn keelson] 

'keen Aecn/aJ/ la having or being a fine edge or point; sharp b affecting 
one as if by cutting or pierang <a wind) 2a enthusiastic, eager <a 
swimmer) b of emotion or feeling intense (took a ^ interest) 3a 
intellectually alert, also shrewdly astute (a awareness of the problem) 
b sharply contested, competitive; specif, Br, of prices low in order to be 
competitive c extremely sensitive in perception eyesight) 4 NAm 
wonderful, excellent [ME kene brave, sharp, fr OE cene brave, akin to 
OHG kuoni brave, OE cnawan to know - more at know] - keenly adv, 
keenness n - keen on interested in; attracted to 

*keen vi or n (to utter) a loud wailing lamentation for the dead, typically 
at Irish funerals [IrGael caoinim 1 lament] - keener n 

'keep Aeep/ vb kept Aept/ vt la to take notice of by appropriate 
conduct; fulfil (the obligations oO a promise) ('■^ the law) b to act 
fittingly in relation to (a feast or ceremony) <'*^ the Sabbath) c to 
conform to in habits or conduct late hours) d to stay in accord with 
(a beat) time) (-^ step) 2a to watch over and defend; guard us 
from harm) < ^ s goal for the local team) b(l) to take care of, esp as an 
owner; tend < - s a dog) (2) to support (earns enough to ^ himself) (3) 
to maintain in a specified condition - often in combination (a well-kept 
garden) c to continue to maintain order) (^ a lookout) d(I) to 
cause to remain in a specified place, situation, or condition (^ him 
waiting) <kept him up all night) (a net to ^ the birds out) (2) to store 
habitually for use (where do you - the butter?) (3) to preserve (food) 
in an unspoilt condition (how long can you fish in a freezer?) t to have 
or maintain in one’s service, employment, or possession or at one's 
disposal <— a car><- a mistress) - ofien on <'^ the cook on for 
another month) (^ the Bat on over the summer) f to record by entries 
in a book accounts) (^ a diary) g to have customanly m stock for 
sale 3a to delay, detain (what kept you?) <- children in a/ier school) 
b to hold back, restrain him from going) (kept him back with 
difficulty) c to save, reserve <- some for later) d to refrain from 
revealing or releasing < ^ a secret) <kept the news back) 4 to retain 
possession or control of <kcpt the money he found) a copy of the 
letter) (^ your temper) 5a to continue to follow the path) b to stay 
or remain on or in, often against opposition <kept his ground) (^ your 
seat) 6 to manage, run <~s a shop) ^ vi la to maintain a course <'*- 
nght) b to continue, usu without interruption <- talking) (•^ on 
smiling) c to persist in a practice <kcpl bothering them) (kept on 
smoking in spite of warnings) 2a to stay or remain in a specified desired 
place, situation, or condition <— warm) out of the way) (-^ off the 

grass) b to remain in good condition (meat will in the freezer) c to 
be or remain with regard to health (how are you ing?) (she $ well) 
d to call for no immediate action (the matter will ^ till morning) 3 to 
act as wicketkeeper or goalkeeper - infml [ME kepen, fr OE cepaii; akin 
to OHG chapfen to look] - keep an/one's eye on to watch over -keep 
at to persist in doing or concerning oneself with - keep cave Br to act 
as a lookout at school - keep company to provide with companionship 
(won't anyone stay and keep me company.^ - keep from to refrain from; 
help (can't keep from laughing) - keep one's eye In chiefly Br to keep 
in practice; specif to reUin abikty to judge the speed and direction of a 
moving ball - keep one's eyes open/pecled, Br keep one's eyes sUnned 
to be on the alert; be watchful - keep one's feet to avoid overbalancing 
- keep one's Angers croesed to hope for the best - keep one's band in to 
remain in practice - keep one's head above water to remain solvent; 
broadly to stay out of difficulty - keep oac's aase deaa to keep one's 
record untarnished by playing .safe - keep one's sUrt on, Br keep one's 
hair on to remain calm; keep one’s temper - infml - keep tim ball rolUag 
to play one's part (e g in conversation) - keep to 1 to stay in or on <keep 
to the path) 2 not to deviate from; abide by <keep to the rules) - keep 



to oneself 1 to keep secret <keptrAe/Sicts to hiitiself> 2 e/so keep oneself 
to oneself to remain solitary or apart from other people - keep warm to 
occupy (a position) temporarily for another 

1 a castle, fortress, or fortified tower church 2 the means 
(e g food) by which one is kept (earned his - for keeps 1 with the 
provision that one keeps as one's own what one wins or receives (be gave 
it to me for keeps) - infml 2 for oood (came home for keeps) - 
infml 

k#pp»r Aeepo/ ji la a protector, guardian b a gamekeeper c a 
custodian d a curator 2 any of various devices (e g a latch or guard nng) 
for keeping sthg in position 3a a goalkeeper b a wicketkeeper USE (J) 
chiefly infml ['keep + ^-er] 

.keep 'fit A physical exercises designed to keep one healthy and 
supple 

keeping Aeeping/ n custody, care ['keep + ^-ing] - ont of/in keeping 
not/conforming or agreeing with sthg implied or specified - usu *■ 
with 

'keep, net /-.net/ n a large net suspended in the water in which an angler 
keeps caught fish alive 

keep on vt to talk continuously; esp to nag <kept on at him to buy her 
a fur coaty 

'keep^eake /-'sayk/ n sthg (given, to be) kept as a memento, esp of the 
giver ['keep -sake (as in Aamesake)] 

keep up vf 1 to persist or persevere in; continue <keep up the good work} 
2 to preserve from decline ^keep up appearancesy ~ vi 1 to maintain an 
equal pace or level of activity, progress, or knowledge (e g with another) 
2 to continue without interruption <raiA kept up all nighty 
keeahond /kays.hond. 'kees-/ n (any oQ a breed of small heavy-coated 
dogs with pointed muzzle and erect ears [O. prob fr Kees (nickname for 
Cornells Cornelius) 4 bond dog. fr MD; akin to OE hund hound] 
kag Aeg/ n, Br la small barrel having a capacity of (less than) lOgal 
(about 45. SI); specif a metal beer barrel from which beer is pumped by 
pressurized gas 2 beer from a keg [ME kag, of Scand ongin; akin to ON 
kaggi keg] 

kalp /kelp/ A 1 any of various large brown seaweeds 2 the ashes of 
seaweed used esp as a source of iodine [ME culp] 
kalpia Aelpi/ a a water spnte of Scottish folklore said to delight in 
drowning travellers [prob of Celt origin; akm to ScGael caipeach colt] 
kalaon /'kelson/ a a keelson 

kalt /kelt/ a a salmon or sea trout after spawning [ME (northern), prob 
fr ScGael ceait] 

Kalt A a Celt - Keltic adj 
kaltar Aelto/ a. chieBy Br killer 

kalvin Aelvin/ a the SI unit of temperature defined by the Kelvin scale 
PHYSICS 

Kalvin adj of, conforming to, or being a scale of temperature on which 
absolute zero is at 0 and water freezes at 273. 16K under standard 
conditions [William Tliomson, Lord Kelvin tl907 Sc physicist] 

*kan Aen/ vb -u- chiefly Scot to have knowledge (oQ, know [ME kennen, 
fr OE ceanan to make known & ON kenna to perceive; both akm to OE 
can know - more at ‘can] 

*kan A the range of perception, understanding, or knowledge - usu 4- 
beyond, outside 

kanaf /ko'naf/ a (the fibre, used esp for ropes, oO an E Indian hibiscus 
[Per] 

kando Aendoh/ a the Japanese martial art of fencing with bamboo 
staves [Jap kendo, fr ken sword 4- do art] 

'kannal Aenl/ a la a shelter for a dog b an establishment for the 
breeding or boarding of dogs - often pi with sing, meaning but sing, or 
p\ukconBlr(run8a •^sinthecountryy 2apackofdogs [ME Aene/, denv 
of (assumed) VL canile, fr L canis dog > more at hound] 

*kannal vr -II- {NAm -I-, -I1-), Aenl-mg/ to put or keep (as lO in a 
kennel 

Kannally-Haaviaida layar Aenali 'hevisied/ a e layer [Arthur 
KaaneUy tl939 US electrical engineer ft Oliver Heaviside tl923 E 
pkyiicii^ 

kanning Aening/ n a metaphorical compound word or phrase used esp 
in Old English and Old None poetry (e g swan-road for ocean) [ON, fr 
Jeenna) 

Kantlahman Aentishman/ n a native or inhabitant of Kent; specif one 
from west of the river Medway - compare man of rent 
kafitMga /IcentKj/ o ^g iron or scrap metal used as permanent ballast 
hi a ship [prob fr P ballaat] 

kapl /Itaypee (A* kepi)/ A a round Frendi military cap with a flat top and 


a horizontal peak [F k6pi, fr G dial, kappi, dim. of kappe cap, fr OHO 
kappa cloak, cape, fr LL cappa head covering, cloak] 

Keplwrian Aep'l»ri>3n/ adj of the astronomer Kepler or his laws 
concerning the motions of the planets in their orbits [Johannes Kepler 
tl630 G astronomer] 
kept Aept/ past of keep 
keramlc Ai'ramik/ adj or n ceramic 
karat-, kerato- comb form 1 cornea <kerau'ris) 2 - see cerat- 
karatin /*ker3tin/ a any of various fibrous proteins that form the 
chemical basis of nails, claws, and other homy tissue and hair [ISV] - 
keratinous Ai'ratinas/ adj, keratinize Ai'ratiniez. 'keratiniez/ vb 
kerb Auhb/ a, Br 1 the edging, esp of stone, to a pavement, path, etc 
2 a market for trading in secunties not listed on a stock exchange [alter, 
of curb-, (2) fr its orig trading on the street] 

'karb .drill a, Br a sequence of actions, esp looking to nght and left, 
performed before crossing a road 
'karbatona n, Br a block of stone forming a kerb 
karchiaf /'kuhchif/ a, pi kerchiefs /-chivz/ also kerchieves /~, 
•cheevz/ 1 a square or triangle of cloth used as a bead covering or worn 
as a scarf around the neck 2 a handkerchief [ME courchef, fr OF 
cuevrechief, fr covnr to cover chief heaA - more at chief] 

kerf Auhf/ n a slit or notch made by a saw or cutting torch [ME, fr OE 
cyrf action of cutting; akin to OE ceorfan to carve - more at carve] 
kerfuffle /kafufl/ n. chiefly Br a fuss, commotion - infml [Sc curfuffle 
disorder, agiution] 

karmaa Auhmiz/ a the dried bodies of the females of various scale 
insects that are found on the kermes oak and constitute a red dyestufT [F 
kermes, fr Ar qirmiz] 

.karmaa 'oak a a dwarf often shrubby Mediterranean oak 
kern, kerne Auhn/ n a lightly-armed medieval Insh foot soldier [ME 
kerne, fr Mir cethem band of soldiers] 

kernel Auhnl/ a 1 the inner softer often edible part of a seed, fruit stone, 
or nut 2 a whole seed of a cereal 3 a central or essential part, core 2 
[ME, fr OE cymel, dim. of com] 

karoalna, keroeene /'keraseen/ n, chiefly NAm paraffin 3 [Gk keros 
wax + E -ene (as in camphene)] 

karry /'ken/ a, often cap any of an Insh breed of small black dairy cattle 
[County Kerry, Eire] 

.Kerry 'blue, Kerry blue terrier n any of an Insh breed of terrier with 
a silky bluish coat 

kersey /'kuhzi/ n a heavy compact nbbed or twilled woollen cloth with 
, a short nap [ME, prob fr Kersey, village in SufTolk, England] 
'karsay.mara /-mia/ a a fine woollen fabric with a close nap made in 
fancy twill weaves [alter, (influenced by kersey) of cassimere (cashmere), 
fr obs Cassimere (Kashmir)] 

Kasp Aesp/ trademark - used for a textured vegetable protein woven 
from spun fibres and used as a meat substitute 

kastral /'kestrel/ a a small common Eurasian and N African falcon that 
IS noted for its habit of hovering in the air against a wind [ME castrei, 
fr MF crecerelte, fr crecelle rattle, prob of imit ongin] 
kat-, keto- comb form ketone (keXosisy [ISV] 
katch Aech/ a a fore-and-aft rigged ship with the mizzenmast stepped 
forward of the rudder [ME cache, prob fr cacchen to chase, catch] 
katchup /'kechap, -up/, NAm chiefly catchup /^. 'kachap/ n any of 
several sauces made with vinegar and seasonings and used as a relish; cap 
a sauce made from seasoned tomato puree [Malay kdchap spiced flsh 
sauce] 

katona Aeetohn/ a an organic compound (e | acetone) with a carbonyl 
group attached to 2 carbon atoms [G keton, liter, of aceton acetone] - 
ketonic /ki'tonik/ adj 

katona body n a ketone or related compouiyl found in the blood and 
urine in abnormal amounts in conditions of impaired metabolism (e g 
- diabetes mellitus) ' 

katoaip Ai'tohsis/ a an abnormal increase of ketone bodies in the body 
[NL] - ketotic Ai'totik/ adj 

kattia Aetl/ Ala metal vessel used esp for baling liquids; esp one with 
a lid, handle, and spout that is placed on top of a stove or cooker or 
contains an electric heating-element and is nsed to boil water 2 a 
steep-sid^ hollow in a dmsit of glacial drift,' caused by the melting of 
a mass of underlying ice geography [ME keie/, fr ON Jref///; aldn 
to OE detid kettle; both fr a prehistoric Omc word borrowed fr L catillus, 
dim. of catilm bowl] 

'kattla.drum /-drum/ n a percussion instrument that consists of a 
hollow brass or dopper hemisphere with a parchment head whose tension 
can be changed to vary the pitch 
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.ktttle of 'fish n a (muddled or awkward) state of affairs - infml 
*koy /kee/ n U a usu metal instrument by which the bolt of a lock ts 
turned b sthg having the form or function of such a key <a fora dock} 

2a a means of gaming or preventing entrance, possession, or control b an 
instrumental or deciding factor 3a sthg that gives an explanation or 
identification or provides a solution b a list of words or phrases explaining 
symbols or abbreviations c an arrangement of the important character* 
istics of a group of plants or animals used for identification 4 a small piece 
of wood or metal used as a wedge or for preventing motion between parts 
5a any of the levers of a keyboard musical instrument that is press^ by 
a finger or foot to actuate the mechanism and produce the notes b a lever 
that controls a vent in the side of a woodwmd instrument or a valve in 
a brass instrument c a small button or knob on a keyboard (e g of a 
typewnter) designed to be pushed down by the fingers 6 a (particular) 
system of 7 notes based on their relationship to a tonic 7 characteristic 
style or tone 8 a small switch for opening or closing an electric circuit 
9 a dry usu single-seeded fruit (eg of an ash or elm tree) 10 the 
indentation, roughness, or roughening of a surface to improve adhesion 
of plaster, paint, etc [ME, fr OE cicg\ akin to MLG kage spear] - keyed 
adj, keylcas adj 

*key vt 1 to secure or fasten by a key 2 to roughen (a surface) to provide 
a key for plaster, paint, etc 3 to bnng into harmony or conformity; make 
appropriate 4 to make nervous, tense, or excited - usu + up <wa5 ^ed 
up over her impending operationy 5 to keyboard 
*key adj of basic importance, fundamental 

^key n a low island or reef, esp in the Caribbean area [Sp cayo, fr 
Lucayo] 

''key, board /-.bawd/ n la a bank of keys on a musical instrument (eg 
a piano) typically having 7 usu white and 5 raised usu black keys to the 
octave b any^invtrtfmrnt having such a keyboard, esp when forming part 
of a pop or jazz ensemble 2 a set of systematically arranged keys by which 
a machine is operated 

'keyboard vi to operate a machine (e g for typesetting) by means of a 
keyboard ^ vt to capture or set (e g data or text) by means of a keyboard 

- keyboarder n 

'key,button /-,but(a)n/ n 'key 5c 
key grip n the chief gnp in a film or television studio 
'key, hole /-.hohl/ n a hole in a lock into which the key is put 
'key .money n a payment made by a tenant to secure occupancy of a 
rented property 

Keyneeianism /'kaynzi-aniz(a)m/ n the economic theones ascnbcd to 
J M Keynes and his followers; specif the theory that government should 
regulate effective demand, inflation, and employment through its monet- 
ary and fiscal policies |J M Keynes tl946 E economist] - Keynedan 
adj 

'keynote /'key.noht/ n 1 the first and haimonically fundamental note of 
a scale 2 the fundamental or central fact, pnnciple, idea, or mood 
'keynote adj being or delivered by a speaker who presents the issues of 
primary interest to an assembly (a ^ speech} 

'key.punch /-.punch/ n a machine with a keyboard used to cut holes or 
notches in punched cards - keypunch vt, keypuncher n 
key eignature n the sharps or flats plac^ on the musical staff to 
indicate the key music 

'key.atone /-.stohn/ n 1 the wedge-shaped piece at the apex of an arch 
that locks the other pieces in place - compare voussoir architec- 
ture 2, sthg on which assoaated thmgs depend for support 
khaki /kahki/ If 1 a dull yellowish brown 2 a khaki-coloured cloth made 
usu of cotton or wool and used esp for military uniforms [Hindi khaki 
dust-coloured, fr khak dust, fr Per] - khaki adj 
Khalka Aalka/ n the official language of the Mongolian People's 
Republic 

khamain /'kamsin, kam'seen/ n a hot southerly Egyptian wind coming 
from the Sahara [Ar rOi al-khamsin the wind of the fifty (days between 
Easter and Pentecost)] 

khan Aahn/ n a medieval supreme ruler over the Turkish, Tartar, and 
Mongol tribes [ME caan, fr MF. of Turkic origin; akin to Turk han 
prince] - khanate /luilHiayt/ n 
khat Aaht, kat/ n kat 

khadiva At'deev/ n a ruler of Egypt during the penod 1867 to 1914, 
governing as a viceroy of the sultan cf Turkey [F khidive, fr Turk bidiv] 

- khedivial /-vi al/, khedival adj 

Khmar /kmea/ n, pi Khners, esp collectively Khmer 1 a member of one 
of the main ethnic groups of Kampiwhea; broadly a Kampuchean 2 the 
official language of Kampuchea language • Khmcriaa /-ri-an/ 
•dj 


Khoisan Aoysahn, -'-/ n a group of African languages comprising 
Hottentot and the Bushman languages 
khoum Ahoom/ n Mauritania at nationality [of Ar origin] 
khybar /'kieba/ n, Br the buttocks, arse - slang [rhyming slang Khyber 
(Pass) arse, fr the Khyber Pass between Afghanistan & Pakistan] 
kiang Ai'ang/ n an Asiatic wild ass usu with a reddish back and sides 
and white underparts, muzzle, and legs [Tibetan rkyan] 
kibble Aibl/ vt to gnnd coarsely [origin unknown] 
kibbutz /ki'boots/ n, pi kibbutzim /-'tseem/ a collective farm or settle- 
ment in Israel [NHeb qibbus, fr Heb, gathering] 
klb'butznik /-nik/ n a member of a kibbutz [Yiddish, fr kibbutz + 
-iiiir) » 

kibe Aieb/ n an ulcerated chilblain, esp on the heel [ME, prob fr W cibi, 
cibwst] 

kibitzer /*kibits9/ n sby who looks on and often ofTers unwanted advice 
or comment, esp at a card game [Yiddish kibitser, fr kibitsea to kibitz, 
fr G kiebitzen, fr kiebitz lapwing, busybody, fr MHG gibitz lapwing, of 
imit origin] - kibitz vb 

kibosh /'kie.bosh/ n sthg that serves as a check or stop (j>ut the ~ on 
that} ~ infml [ongin unknown] - kibosh vt 
'kick /kik/ VI la to stnke out with the foot or feet b to make a kick in 
football 2 to show opposition, rebel Sofa firearm to recoil when fired 
-^vt 1 to strike suddenly and forcefully (as lO with the foot 2 to score 
by kicking a ball 3 to free oneself of (a drug or drug habit) - infml (ME 
kiken] - kick oneself to reprove oneself for some stupidity or omission - 
kick one's heels 1 to be kept waiting 2 to be idle > kick over the traces 
to cast off restraint, authonty. or control - kick the bncket die 1 - infml, 
humor - kick upstairs to promote to a higher but less desirable pos- 
ition 

'kick A la a blow or sudden forceful thrust with the foot; specif one 
causing the propulsion of an object b the power to kick c a repeated 
motion of the legs used in swimming d a sudden burst of speed, esp in 
a footrace 2 the recoil of a gun 3 power or strength to resist; broadly 
resilience (still has some ^ in him} 4« a stimulating effect or quality 
(this dnnk has quite a ^ > b a stimulating or pleasurable experience or 
feeling - often pi (he did it for ^s} c an absorbing or obsessive new 
interest (on a health food at present} 

'kick n an indenution in the base of a glass vessel, esp a bottle [origin 
unknown] 

kick about vb kick around 

kick around vt 1 to treat inconsiderately or high-handedly 2 to 
consider (a problem) from various angles, esp in an unsystematic or 
experimenul way ^ vj 1 to wander aimlessly or idly 2 to lie unused or 
unwanted 'there's a spare blanket kicking around in one of these rooms} 
USE (vi S: vi) infml 

'kick,back /-,bak/ n 1 a sharp violent reaction 2 a money return 
received usu because of help or favours given or sometimes because of 
confidential agreement or coercion 

kickar Aika/ n a horse with a habit of kicking ['kick * '-er] 
'kick.off /-.of/ n 1 a kick that puts the ball into play in soccer, rugby, 
etc 2 an act or instance of suiting or beginnmg 
kick off VI 1 to start or resume play with a kickoff 2 to start or begin 
proceedings - infml 

kick out vt to dismiss or eject forcefully or summanly - infml 
'kick .pleat n a short pleat consisting of a layer of fabnc sewn under an 
opening at the lower edge of a narrow skirt to allow freedom of move- 
ment 

kickshaw /'kikdiaw/ n 1 a fancy dish 2 a bauble, gewgaw [modif of 
F quelque chose something] 

'kick, stand /-.stand/ n a swivelling stand for a 2-wheeled vehicle when 
not in use [fr iu being put m position by a kick] 
klck-startar n a foot-operated surter (eg for a motorcycle) - 
kick-itiit vt 

kick up vr 1 to cause to rise upwards; raise (clouds of dust kicked up 
by passing cars} 2 to stir up (a row, a fuss, trouble, etc) - infml 
'kid Aid/ n 1 the young of a goat or related animal 2 the flesh, fur, or 
skin of a kid 3 a child; also a young person (e g a teenager) - infml [ME 
kide, of Scand origin; akin to ON kith kid] - kMdiah adj - with kM giovea 
with special consideration 

'kid vi -dd- of a goat or antelope to bring forth young 
'kid vb -dd- vt la to mislead as a joke <ft's the truth; J wouldn't ~ you} 
b to convince (oneselO of sthg untrue or improbable 2 to make fun of ^ vi 
to engage in good-humoured fooling USE (vt Jt vi) infml [prbb fr 'kid] 
- Udder A, UddlBily adv 
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Kidderminster /’kidd.minsu/ n a type of ingrain carpet [Kiddemin- 
ster, town in England] 

kiddie, kiddy Aidi/ n a small child > infml ['kid ^ -ie] 

‘kiddi.wink Awingk/ n a kiddie [kiddie + wink (of unknown origin), 
perh after kkkUywink (beerhouse, building)] 

kiddueh Aidash. ki'doohsh/ n a ceremonial blessing pronounced over 
wine or bread in a Jewish home or synagogue on a sabbath or other holy 
day [LHeb qiddusb sanctification] 

.kid-'glove ndj using or involving especially considerate or tactful meth- 
ods 

kidnap Aidnap/ vt -pp-, -p- to seize and deuin (a person) by force and 
often for ransom [prob back-formation fr kidnapper^ fr kid obs napper 
(thieO] - kidnwer, Iddnapcr a 

kidney /'kidni/ n la either of a pair of organs situated in the body cavity 
near the spinal ^glu mn that excrete waste products of metabolism in the 
form of urine digestion b an excretory organ of an invertebrate 
2 the kidney of an animal eaten as food 3 sort. kmd. or type, esp with 
regard to temperament (ME] 

'kidney .bean n (any of the kidney-shaped seeds oO the French bean 
kidskin Aid,skin/ o (a soft pliant leather made from) the skin of a 
Idd 

kieseiQuhr, kieselgiir Aeezi.goo 9 / n loose or porous earth consisting of 
the fossil remains of diatoms, used for polishing, filtering, and as an 
absorbent in the manufacture of dynamite [G kieselgur] 
kike Aiek/ n, cbkfly NAm a Jew - derog [prob alter, of kikt, redupl of 
-ki. common ending of names of Jews who lived in Slavomc countries] 
Kikuyu Ai'kooh-yooh/ n. pi Kikuyns, esp collectively Kikuyu 1 a 
member of a Bantu-speaking people of Kenya 2 the Bantu language of 
the Kikuyu people 

kilderkin /"kildakin/ n a small cask having a capacity of 16 or ISgal 
(about 73 or 821) (ME. fr MD kindekijn, fr ML quintak quintal] 

'kill Ail/ vr 1 to derive of life 2a to put an end to b to defeat, veto 3a 
to destroy the vital, active, or essential quality of <^ed the pain with 
drugs} b to spoil, subdue, or neutralize the effect of <jihat colour s the 
worn} c(l) to turn off (studio or stage lighting) (2) to remove (a shadow) 
by adjusting lighting or moving a camera 4 to cause (time) to pass (e g 
while waiting) 5 to hit (a shot) so bard in a racket game that a return is 
impossible 6 to cause (e g an engine) to stop 7 to cause extreme pain to 
<m>' feet are -^ing me) 8 to overwhelm with admiration or amusement 
i to discard or abandon further investigation of (a story) - joum -- vi to 
destroy life USE (6, 7, 8) infml (ME killen, cuUen to strike, beat, kill; perh 
akm to OE cwellan to kill- more at quell] - killer n - to kill to the # 
NINES ^dressed to kill) 

*kill n 1 a killing or being killed (moved in for the 2 sthg killed: e g 
a animals killed in a shoot, hunt, season, or particular penod of time b 
an enemy aircraft, submarine, etc destroyed by military action 
kllldtwr Ail4ia/ n, pi klUdeers, esp collectively kilUeer a plover of 
temperate N America (imit] 

'killer .whale Aib/ n a fle^-eating gregarious black-and-white toothed 
whale found in most seas of the world 
killick Aiiik/ n an anchor [origin unknown] 
killif ieh /Idli/ish/ n a topminnow [killie, killy (killifish; fr kill channel, 
river, stream - fr D ki/. fr MD kille - + -/e, -y) + fish] 

'killing /Idling/ n a sudden notable gain or profit - infml [’kill + 

*-tNO] 

*killlnga4f 1 extremely exhausting or difficult to endure 2 highly amusing 
USE infml - killhigly adv 

'killjoy /-joy/ n one who spoils the pleasure of others 
kill off vt to destroy totally or in large numben 
kiln /kiln/ n an oven, furnace, or heated enclosure used for processing a 
substance by burning, firing, or drying [ME kilne, fr OE eyin, fr L culina 
kitchen, fr coquere to cook - more at cxxik] - kiln vr 
kilo /lieeloh/ n. pi kiloa 1 a kilogram . 2 a kilometre 
Kilo - a communications code word for the letter k 
kito* comb form thousand <kilo/on> physics [F. modif of Ok 
ehiSoi more at mile] 

kilobit /Idbbit/ If either of 2 uniU of information: a one equal to I(XX) 
bits b one equal to 1024 bits [ISV] 

Iclloliyto /-.biet/ a either of 2 units of computer storage: a one equal to 
1000 bytes b one equal to 1024 bytes [IS^ 

IcilOMlorlo /-.kabri/ n the quantity of heat required to raise the 
tempeiature of 1kg of water I’C under standard conditions [ISV] 
'kllogyeig /-jiekl/ n a kilohertz [ISV] 

'kilogram /-gram/ II 1 the SI unit of mass and weight equal to the mass 
of a plaliniHn-fridhun cylinder kept near Paris* and approximately equal 


to the weight of a litre of water 2 a unit of force equal to the weig h|of 
a kilogram mass under the earth’s gravitational attraction USE 
physics, unit [F kilogramme, fr kilo- gramme gram] 

'kilo.hort2 /-.huhts/ n a unit of frequency equal to^,]^ hertz [ISV] 
kilomotro /'kib.meeta. ki'lomita/ n 1000 metres unit [F kilo- 
m^re, fr kilo- + mdtre metre] 

‘kiio.ton /-,tun/ n an explosive force equivalent to that of 1000 tons of 
TNT 

'kilo.watt /-.wot/ n 1000 watts [ISV] 

.kilowatt-hour n a unit of work or energy equal to that expended by 
IkW m Ihr unit 

kilt /kilt/ n a skirt traditionally worn by Scotsmen that is formed usu from 
a length of tartan, is pleated at the back and sides, and is wrapped round 
the body and fastened at the front garment [ME kilten to gather 
up (a skirt), of Scand ongin; akin to ON kjalta fold of a gathered 
sirirt] 

kilter Akiltd/ n adjustment; (good) working order - chiefly in out of kilter 
[origin unknown] 

kimono Ai'mohnoh/ n, pi kimonos a loose robe with wide sleeves and 
a broad sash traditionally worn by the Japanese [Jap, clothes] 

'kin Ain/ n 1 a group of people of common ancestry 2 sing or pi in constr 
one's relatives 3 archaic kmship [ME, fr OE cyn; akin to OHG chunni 
race, L genus birth, race, kind, Gk genos, L gignere to beget, Gk 
gignesthai to be born] 

^kin adj kindred, related 

-kin /-kin/ also -kins suffix ( - n) small kind of <carkin> (mannikin} 
[ME. fr MD ‘kin^^m to OHG -chin, dim suffix] 
kina Aecno/ n Papua New Guinea at nationai ity [native name 
in Papua] 

kinaasthaaia, NAm chieffy kinesthesia /.kinas'theezi-a, -zh(y)a, ,kie-/ 
n the sense of the position and movement of the joints of the body [NL. 
fr Gk kinein ^ aisthesis perception - more at ANACsmESiA] - kinaes- 
thetic /-‘thetik/ adj, kiaesthetically adv 

kinaaathaaia, NAm chiefly kinesthesis /.kinas'theesis/ n kinaesthesia 
'kind Aiend/ n 1 fundamental nature or quality 2a a group united by 
common traits or interests b a specific or recognized vanety - often in 
combination (how delinquents differ from the rest of juvenile-kind - 
TLS} c a doubtful or barely admissible member of a category <a of 
grey} [ME kinde, fr OE cynd; akin to OE cyqkin] - in kind 1 in goods, 
commodities, or natural produce as distmgui^ed from money 2 in a 
similar way or with the equivalent of what has been offered or received 
(repayed his generosity in kind) 

’kind adj 1 disposed to be helpful and benevolent 2 forbearing, consider- 
ate, or compassionate 3 showing sympathy, benevolence, or forbearance 
4 cordial, fnendly 5 not harmful; mild, gentle - kindness n 
kinds /'kienda/ adv kind of - used in writing to suggest casual speech 
[by alter.] 

kindergarten Ain(b.gahtn/ n a school or class for small children [G, 
fr kinder children + garten garden] 

kindhearted /.kiend'hahtid/ adj marked by a sympathetic nature - 
kindbeartedly adv, kindheartedira n 

kindle fkindl/ vb kindling /'kindling/ vt 1 to set (a fire, wood, etc) 
burning 2 to stir up (e g emotion) vi 1 to catch fire 2 to become 
animated or aroused [ME kindlen, fr ON kynda\ akin to OHG cuntesal 
fire] 

kindling /kindling/ n material (e g dry wood and leaves) for starting a 
fire 

'kindly /kiendh/ adj 1 agreeable, beneficial 2 sympathetic, generous - 
kindliness n 

’kindly adv 1 in an appreciative or sincere mgnner (Pd take it if you*d 

put in a good word for the boy} 2 - used ( 1 ) tb add politeness or emphasis 
to a request (^^ fill in the attached questionnliire} (2) to convey irritation 
or anger in a command (will you ^ shut t^t door} 

'kind of adv 1 to a moderate degree; somewikat (it's late to begin} 2 
in a manner of speaking <ay/>'Oii can do is qurse it - SEU S} 3 roughly, 
approximately USE infml ^ 

'kindred Aindrid/ n 1 sing or pi in consit (one's) relatives 2 family 
relatioqship [ME, fr kin + OE rteden coddition. fr rmdan to advise, 
read] 

’kindred adj similar in nature or character 
kine /kidn/ archaic pi of cow 

kinemetiee /.kini'matiks, ,kie-/ n pi but sing in constr a branch of 
physics that deals with aspeeu of motion without consideration of mass 
or force [F cokmadque, ft Gk kinemat-, kinema motion - more at 
cinematograph] - kineamtic, kinematfeal atjj, kiMBatIcally adv 
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kinetics Ai'neesiks, kie*/ n pi but sing in constr a systematic study of 
the relationship between bodily cues or movements (e g eye movement, 
blushes, or shrugs) and communication [Gk kin^s + E -ics] 

-kinesis /-ki'neesis/ comb fom (-* n), pi -kineaes /-seez/ 1 movement 
<fe7ekine8is> <psyc/iokinests> 2 division (^karyckmesisy [NL, fr Gk kine- 
sis motion, fr kmein to move] 

kinesthesia /.kinas'theezi-a, •zh(y)3, Jtie*/ n, chiefly NAm kinaesthesia 
- kinesthetic /-'thetik/ adj, kinestheticnlly adv 
kinesthesis /.kmas'theesis/ n, chiefly NAm kinaesthesis 
kinet-, kineto- comb form movement; motion <kt- 
neto^euic) <kinetOiscope> [Gk kinetos moving] 
kinetic Ai'netik/ adj of motion [Gk kinetikos, fr kinetos moving, fr 
kinein] 

kinetic art n art (e g sculpture) depending for its effect on the movement 
of surfaces or volumes - kinetic artist n 

kinetic energy n energy that a body or system has by virtue of its 
motion 

ki'netics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 science that deals with the effects 
of forces on the motions of material bodies or with changes in a physical 
or chemical system 2 the mechanism by which a physical or chemical 
change is effected 

kinetic theory n any of several theories in physics based on the fact that 
constituent particles of a substance are in vigorous motion 
king Aing/ n 1 a male monarch of a major tetntonal unit; esp one who 
inherits his position and rules for life 2 the holder of a preeminent 
position 3 the pnncipal piece of each colour in a set of chessmen that has 
the power to move 1 square in any direction and must be protected against 
check 4 a playing card marked with a stylized figure of a king and ranking 
usu below the ace S a draughtsman that has reached the opposite side of 
the board arid ivei^powered to move both forwards and backwards [ME. 
fr OE cyning; akin to OHG kuning king, OE cyn kin] - kingship n 
'king, bolt /-.bohlt/ n a large or major bolt 

.king 'cobra n a large venomous cobra of southeastern Asia and the 
Philippines 

king crab n any of several closely related manne arthropods that have 
a broad crescent-shaped cephalothorax 
'king, craft /-.krahft/ n the art of governing as a king 
'king, cup /-.kup/ n marsh marigold 

'kingdom /-d(9)m/ i? 1 a temtonal unit with a monarchical form of 
government 2 often cap the eternal kingship of God 3 an area or sphere 
in which sby or sthg holds a preeminent position 4 any of the 3 primary 
divisions into which natural objects are commonly classified - compare 
animal kingdom, mineral kingdom, plant kingdom 
'king.flah A .fish/ n the opah 

'king, fisher /-.fisha/ n any of numerous small bnghtly-colourod 
fish-eating birds with a short tail and a long stout sharp bill 
.King 'James .Version /jaymz/ n authorized version [King James 
I tl62S who commissioned this translation of the Bible] 

'king, klip /-.klip/ an edible eel-like manne fish [short for kingklipfish, 
trans of Afnk koningklipvis] 

'kfng.maker A,mayk3/ n sby having influence over the choice of 
candidates for office 

king penguin n a large antarctic penguin 

'king, pin A.pin; also sense 1 n 1 the key person or thing in a group 
or undeitaking 2 a kingbolt 

'king .post n a vertical supporting post connecting the apex of a 
triangular truss (e g of a rooO with the base - compare queen post 13** 
architecture 

Kings /kingz/ n pi but sing in ermstr any of 2 or, in the Roman Catholic 
canon, 4 narrative and histoncal books of the Old Testament 
.King's 'Bench a queen's bench - used when the British imMarch is 
a man 

.King's 'Counsel n queen's counsel - used when the Bntish monarch 
IS a man 

.King's 'English n standard or correct S Bntish English speech or usage 
> used when the monarch is a man 

.king's 'evil n, often cap KAE scrofula [fr the former belief that it could 
be healed by a king's touch] 

kingship Aingship/ n the position, office, or dignity of a king 
'king-, size* Idng-aized adj larger or longer than the regular or standard 
size 

kinin Akienin/ a any of various polypeptide hormones that are formed 
locally in the tissues and chiefly affect smooth muscle (Gk kinein to 
move, stimulate + E -in] 

kink Aingk/ a 1 a short tight twist or curl caused by sthg doubling or 


winding on itself 2 an eccentneity or mental peculianty; esp such 
cccentncity in sexual behaviour or preferences [D; akin to MLG kuike 
kink] - kink vb 

kinkajou /'kingkajooh/ n a slender nocturnal tree-dwelling fruit-eating 
mammal of Mexico and Central and S America [F, of Algonquian origin; 
akin to P)ibwa qwfngwiage wolverine] 
kinky /'kingki/ adj 1 closely twisted or curled 2a offbeat b titillatingly 
unusual or bizarre; esp sexually perverted USE (2) infml [kink -k- -y] - 
klnkineas n 

kinsfolk Akinz.fohk/ n pi relatives 
kinship /'kinship/ n 1 blood relationship 2 similanty 
kinsman Akinzman/, fern 'kins, woman n a (male) relative 
kiosk /*kee.osk/ a 1 an open summerhouse or pavilion common in 
Turkey or Iran 2 a small stall or stand used esp for the sale of newspapers, 
cigarettes, and sweets 3 Br a public telephone box [Turk ko§k, fr Per 
kushk portico; (2, 3) F kip^ue, fr Turk ko$k] 

'kip /kip/ n, pi kip, kips Laos at nationality [Thai] 

*kip n. chiefly Br la place to sleep 2 a period of sleep USE infml [peril 
fr Dan kippe cheap tavern] 

*kip VI -pp- chiefly Br 1 to sleep 2 to lie down to sleep - often down 
USE infml 

'kipper Akipa/ n a kippered fish, esp a hemng - compare buckling [ME 
kypre male salmon, fr OE cypera\ akin to OE coper copper] 

^kipper vt to cure (split dressed fish) by salting and drying, usu by 
smoking 

Kirghiz /"kuhgiz/ n, pi Kirghiz, Kirgbizea a member of a Mongolian 
people inha^tmg chiefly the Ontral Asian steppes; also the language of 
this people -^3* language [Kirghiz Kyrghyz] 
kirk Auhk/ n 1 cap the national (Church of Sratland as distinguished 
from the Church of England or the Episcopal Church in Scotland 2 
chiefly Scot a church [ME (northern), fr ON kirkja, fr OE cirice - more 
at church] 

kirsch Aiash/ a a dry colourless spirit distilled from the fermented juice 
of the black morello cherry [G, short for kirschwasser, fr kirsche cherry 
+ wasser water] 

kirtip Auhti/ n a man's tunic or coat or a woman's dress worn esp in 
the Middle Ages [ME kirtel, fr OE cyrtel, fr (assumed) OE curt short, 
fr L curtus shortened - more at shear] 

kismet Aizmet, 'kis-/ n, often cap fate 1, 2a [Turk, fr Ar qismab 
portion, lot] 

'kiss /kis/ vt la to touch with the lips, esp as a mark of affection or 
greeting b to express or effect by kissing (^edAergoodnighr) 2 to touch 
gently or lightly (wind gently ing the trees'^ ^vi 1 to touch one another 
with the lips, esp as a mark of love or sexual desire 2 to come into gentle 
contact [ME kbsen, fr OE cyssan; akin to OHO kussen to kiss] - kiaasblc 
adj 

*kiss A an act or instance of kissing 

'kisii-.curl A a small curl of hair falling on the forehead or cheek 
kisser Akisa/ a the mouth or face - slang ['kiss ■» '-er] 

.kiss of 'death n an act or association bound to cause nun or failure - 
infml [fr the kiss with which Judas betrayed Jesus (Mk 14:44-46)] 
.kiss of 'life A artificial respiration in which the rescuer blows air into 
the victim’s lungs by mouth-to-mouth contact 
.kiss of 'peace n a ceremonial kiss, embrace, or clasping of hands used 
in Chnstian liturgies, esp the Eucharist 
'kit Alt/ A 1 a set of tools or implements 2 a set of parts ready to be 
assembled (a model aeroplane ^ > 3 a set of clothes and equipment for 
use in a specified situation; esp the equipment earned by a member of the 
armed forces [ME kitt, kyt woodm tub, prob fr MD kitte, kit jug, 
vessel] 

*klt vt -tt- chiefly Br to equip, outfit; esp to clothe - usu + our or up (all 
^ted out for camping} 

*klt A a kitten 

'kitbag /-.bag/ a a large cylindrical bag earned over the shoulder and 
used for holding the kit, esp of a member of the armed forces 
kitchan Aichin/ n a place (e g a room in a house or hotel) where food 
is prepared [ME kicheae, fr OE cycene\ akin to OHG chuhhina kitchen; 
both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr LL coquina, fr L coquere 
to cook - more at cook] 

kitchanatta /.kichi'net/ a a small kitchen or alcove containing cooking 
facilities 

, kitchan 'gardan a a garden in which vegetables are grown 
.kitchan-'aink adj, Br, esp of drama portraying modem daily life in a 
realistic and often sordid manner 

kita /kiet/ a 1 any of various hawks with long narrow wings, a deeply 
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forked tail, and feet adapted for taking insects and small reptiles as prey 
2 a light frame covered with thin material (e g paper or cloth), designed 
to be flown m the air at the end of a long string [ME, fr OE cyU\ akin 
to MHG kuze owl, Gk goan to lament] 

'Klt«^,mark a a kite-slg^ mark on goods approved by the Bntish 
Standards Institution svmbol 

kith /kith/ n friends or neighbours <•« and kin) [ME. fr OE cythth, fr 
cuth known - more at uncouth] 

kitsch /kich/ n artistic or literary material that is pretentious or inferior 
and is usu designed to appeal to popular or sentimental taste [G] - kitschy 
adj 

'kitten Aitn/ n the young of a cat or other small mammal [ME kitoun, 
fr (assumed) ONF caton, dim. of cat, fr LL catrus] 

*kitten vi to give birth to kittens 

kittenish Aitn^ish/ adj coyly playful or flirtatious [‘kitten -»• -ish] 
kittiwake Aiti.wayk/ n any of various gulls that have a short or 
rudimentary hind toe [imit] 

'kittle /kitl/ vt, cbiefty Scot to tickle [ME (northern) kytyUcn, prob fr 
ON kitJa] 

*kittle at^, Scot difficult or risky to deal with 
'kitty /'kiti/ n cat la; esp a kitten - used chiefly as a pet name or calling 
name 

*kitty tt a jointly held fund of money (eg for household expenses) 
['fafj 

kiwi /"keewi/ n 1 a flightless New 2^ealand bird with hairlike plumage 
2 cap a New Zealander [Maon, of imit ongin] 

Klen Alan/ n ku klux klan - Klaniam /'lda.niz(3)m/ n, Klanssaan 
/•man/ n 

Klaxon /lLlaks(a)n/ trademark - used for a powerful electncally operated 
horn or wammg signal 

Kleenex /kleeneks/ trademark - used for a paper handkerchief 
'Klein .bottle Alien/ n a 1 -sided surface that is formed by passing the 
narrow end of a tapered tube through the side of the tube and flanng this 
end out to join the other end [Felix Klein tl92S G mathematician] 
klepht /klefl/ n, often cap a Greek belonging to any of several mdepen- 
dcnt guerrilla communities afler the Turkish conquest of Greece in the 
13th c [NGk klephtes, lit., robber, fr Gk kleptes, fr kleptein to steal; akin 
to Goth btifan to steal, L clepere] - klephtic /-tik/ adj, often cap 
klaptomania /.klepta'maynya/ n an irresistible desire to steal, esp when 
not accompamed by economic motives or desire for flnanaal gam [NL, 
fr Gk kleptein to steal + LL mania] - kleptomaniac /-nUk/ n 
'klicg ,llght, Udg light /kleeg/ n a powerful arc lamp used in film studios 
[John H K/r^ 1 1939 ft Anton T Kliegl^mi Getpian-bom US bghting 
experts] 

'Klinc.fcitcr's ,syndrome /Idienjeltaz/ n an abnormal condition in 
a man characterized by 2 X and 1 Y chromosomes, infertility, and 
smallness of the testicles [Harry F Klinefelter b 1912 US physician] 
klipcpringcr Alip,spring-3/ n a small African antelope [Afnk, fr klip 
cliff, rock 4- sponger springer, leaper] 

klystron /klistron, 'kiie-/ n an electron tube in which bunching of 
electrons is produced by electnc fields and which is used for the gener- 
ation and amplification of uhf current [fr Klystron, a trademark] 
knack /nak/ n a special ability, capacity, or skill that enables sthg, esp 
of a difficult or unusual nature, to be done with ease (skating is easy once 
you’ve got the ^>; broadly aptitude 1 (has a ^ for saying the wrong 
thing) [ME knak, knakke trick, prob fr knak sharp blow or sound, of iimt 
origin] 

'knocktr Aaka/ n, Br I sby who buys and slaughters worn-out horses 
for use esp as animal food or fertilizer <a ~'syai(t/> 2 a buyer of old ships, 
houses, or other structures for thar constituent materials [prob fr Mial. 
(saddiemaker)] - konckery n 

‘knackar vt, chiefly Br to exhaust - infml (after working all night I felt 
-ed> 

knap /nap/ vt -pp- to break with a quick blow; esp to shape (fluitt) by 
breaking off pieces [ME knappen, of imit origin] - knapper n 
knapaack /napgak/ n a (idler’s) bag (eg of canvas or leather) 
strapped on the back and used for carrying supplies or personal belong- 
ings [LG knappaack or D knapzak, fr LG ft D knappen to make a 
snap^ng noise, eat LG sack or D zak sack] 

'knap^waad /-.weed/ n a widely naturalized European perennial with 
tough wiry stems and knobby heads of purple flowers [ME knopwed, fr 
knop knob + wed weed] 

knave /nayv/ a 1 an unprincipled deceitful fellow 2 jack 3 3 archaic 
a male servant [ME, fr OE cnafa boy, male servant; akin to OHO knabo 
bpy] - knavery /'nayv(9)ri/ n, knavish add, knavishly adj 


knead /need/ vt 1 to work and press into a mass (as lO with the hands 
<-^ing dough) 2 to manipulate (as lO by kneading <'« the idea into 
shape) [ME kneden, fr OE cnedan\ akin to OHO knetan to knead, OE 
cnotta knot] - kaeadable adj, kneader n 
'knee /nee/ n la (the part of the leg that includes) a joint in the middle 
part of the human leg that is the articulation between the femur, tibia, and 
kneecap b a corresponding joint in an animal, bird, or insect 2 sthg (e g 
a piece of wood or iron) shaped like the human knee [ME, fr OE cneow\ 
akin to OHG kneo knee, L genu, Gk gony] - kneed adj 
*knee vt to strike with the knee 

'kneecap /'nee,kAp/ n a thick flat triangular movable bone that forms the 
front point of the knee and protects the front of the joint 
ANATOMY 

‘kneecap vt to smash the kneecap of, as a punishment or torture 
,knee-'deep adj 1 knee-high 2 immersed in (as lO up to the knees (^ 
in work) 

.knee-'high adj high or deep enough to reach up to the knees 
*knee .Jerk n an involuntary forward kick produced by a light blow on 
the tendon below the kneecap 

kneel /neel/ vi knelt /nelt/. kneeled to fall or rest on the knee or knees 
[ME knelen, fr OE cneowlian, akin to OE cneow knee] - knceler n 
'knees-, up n, pi knees-ups chiefly Br 1 an exhausting party dance in 
which alternate knees arc raised in time with the increasing tempo of the 
music 2 a boisterous celebration, usu with dancing USE infml 
'knell /nel/ vj \ of a bell to nng, esp for a death, funeral, etc 2 to sound 
ominously vt to summon, announce, or proclaim (as iQ by a knell 
[ME knellen, fr OE cnyilan\ akin to MHG erknellen to toll] 

‘knell n 1 (the sound oO a bell rung slowly (e g for a funeral or disaster) 
2 an indication of the end or failure of sthg 

Knesset /knesit/ n the legislative assembly of Israel [NHeb, keneseth, 
lit., gathenng, assembly, fr Heb kanas to gather] 
knew /nyooh/ past of know 

Knickerbocker /'nika.boka/ n a descendant of the early Dutch settlers 
of New York [Diednch Knickerbocker, fictitious author of History of 
New York by Washington Irving tlSS9 US wnter] 

,knicker,bocker 'glory a an elaborate dessert, typically consisting of 
layers of fruit, jelly, ice cream, and cream served in a tall glass 
'knickerbockers n pi short baggy trousers gathered on a band at the 
' knee [fr the resemblance of the garment to the knee-breeches of the 
Dutchman, Knickerbocker, in Cruikshank’s illffitrations to Irving's His- 
tory of New York] 

knickers Aikaz/ n pi \ Br women's pants 2 NAm knickerbockers 
[short for knickerbockers] 

'knick-,knack /'nik,nak/ n a small tnvial ornament or tnnket - infml 
[redupl of knack] 

'knife /mef/ n, pi knives /nievz/ la a cutting implement consisting of a 
more or less sharp blade fastened to a handle b such an instrument used 
as a weapon 2 a sharp cutting blade or tool in a machine [ME knif, fr 
OE cnif, akin to MLG knif knife, OE cnotta knot] - knifelikc /niefliek/ 
adj - at knifepoint under a threat of death by being kmfed 
‘knife vt 1 to cut, slash, or wound with a knife 2 to cut. mark, or spread 
with a knife 3 chiefly NAm to try to defeat by underhand means - 
infml 

'knife-.edge n 1 a sharp wedge of hard matenal (e g steel) used as a 
fulcrum or pivot in a pair of scales, a pendulum, etc 2 sthg sharp and 
narrow (e g a ndge of rock) resembling the edge of a knife 3 an uncertain 
or precarious position or condition 

'knife .pleat n a narrow flat pleat; esp any of f senes of such pleats that 
overlap and fall in the same direction 
'knight /met/ n ta(l) a mounted man-at-armiiserving a feudal supenor; 
esp a man ceremonially inducted into special jrank after service as page 
and squire (2) a man honoured by a sovereign for ment, ranking below 
. a baronet (3) sby equivalent to a knight in raiik b a man devoted to the 
service of a lady (e g as her champion) 2 either^of 2 pieces of each colour 
in a set of chessmen that move from 1 comer |o the diagonally opposite 
comer of a rectangle of 3 by 2 squares over sqi^es that may be occupied 
[ME, fr OE cniht; akin to OHG kneht youth, mihtary follower, OE cnotta 
knot] - knightly adj or adv, knightliood /'nieFhoo^ n 
‘knight vt to make a knight of 

.knlght-Vrant n, pi kaights-errant 1 a knight travelhng in search of 
chivalrous adventures 2 a quixotic or chivalrous person 
.knight-'trfpntry n, pi kaJgbt-errantriM quixotic conduct 
.Knight T •rfvplgr /temjpla/ n, pi KnighU Tfmplars, Knights Taaiplar 
a templar 

'knit /nit/ vb knlt» knitted; -tt- vt la to link firmly or closely b to unite 
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intimatety 2a to cause to grow together <rijne and rest will ^ a fractured 
bone} b to contract into wrinkles ted her brow m thought} 3a to form 
(e g a fabric, garment, or design) by working 1 or more yams into a series 
of interlocking loops using 2 or more needles or a knitting machine b to 
work (e g a specified number of rows) using a knitting stitch, speaf knit 
stitch <~ /, purl 1} ^ vi la to make knitted fabrics or articles b to work 
yam or thread in a knitting stitch, specif knit stitch 2a to become compact 
b to grow together c to become joined or drawn together [ME knitten, 
fr OE cnyttan\ akin to OE cnotta knot] - knitter n 
*knit, knit stitch n a basic knitting stitch that produces a raised pattern on 
the front of the work - compare purl 2 
knitting /'niting/ n work that has been or is being knitted 
knob /nob/ n la a rounded protuberance b a small rounded ornament, 
handle, or control (for pushing, pulling, or turning) 2 a small piece or 
lump (e g of coal or butter) [ME knobhc, akin to MLG knubbe knob, OE 
-cnoppa] - knobbed adj, knobby adj - with knobs on to an even greater 
degree - infml 

knobbio /'nobl/ a small rounded irregularity [ME knoble, fr knobbc * 
-le (dim. sufTix)] - knobbly adj 

knobkorrie /'nob,keri/ n a short wooden club with a knobbed head used 
esp by S African tribesmen [Afnk knopkiene, fr knop knob -*■ kiene 
club] 

'knock /nok/ vi 1 to strike sthg with a sharp (audible) blow; esp to stnke 
a door seeking admittanc.e 2 to collide with sthg 3 to be in a place, often 
without any clearly defined aim or purpose - usu + about or around 4a 
to make a sharp poundmg noise b of an mtemal-combustjon engine to 
make a metallic rapping noise because of a mechanical defect; also >ink 
3 5 to find fault ^ vt la(l) to stnke sharply (2) to dnve, force, make, 
or take (as iO by,ao sinking < ^ ed a hole in the waif} </ier earnings would 
be '^ed off Iter mother's benefit - The Times} b to set forcibly in motion 
with a blow 2 to cause to collide (with each other) <^ed their heads 
together} 3 to find fault with (always ing those in authonty} USE (vi 
5; vt J) mfml [ME knoken, fr OE cnocian; akin to MHG knochen to press] 
- knock together to make or assemble, esp hurnedly or shoddily 
*knock n la (the sound oO a knocking or a sharp blow or rap (the engine 
hasa '^} b a piece of bad luck or misfortune 2 a harsh and oflcn^petty 
cntiasm 3 innings lb * infml 

knockabout /'noka.bowt/ adj 1 suitable for rough use <•« clothes} 2 
(characterized by antics that are) boisterous (a comedy} 
knock about vt to treat roughly or with physical violence 
knock back vt, chiefly Br 1 to dnnk (an alcoholic beverage) rapidly 2 
to cost, SET BACK 2 3 to suipnsc, disconcert USE infml 
''knockdown /-.down/ n sthg (e g a piece of furniture) that can be easily 
assembled or dismantled 

’knockdown adj 1 having such force as to strike down or overwhelm 
2 easily assembled or dismantled (a table} 2 of a pnee very low or 
substantially reduced; esp being the lowest acceptable to the seller 
knock down vt 1 to stnke to the ground (as if) with a sharp blow 2 
to dispose of (an item for sale at an auction) to a bidder 3 to take apart; 
disassemble 4 to make a reduction in <knock the price down to £4} 
knockor /noka/ n a metal ring, bar, or hammer hinged to a door for use 
in knocking ['knock + '-er] 

'knockort n pi a woman's breasts - vulg 

,knock-for>knock adj of or being an agreement between insurance 
companies whereby each company indemnifies its own policyholder 
reganUess of legal liability 

'knocking .shop /'noking/ n, Br a brothel - vulg [knock (to copulate 
with), fr 'knock] 

,knock-'knee n a condition in which the legs curve inwards at tbe knees 
> often pi with sing, meaning but smg. or pi in constr - kno^-kneed 
adj 

knock off vi to stop doing sthg, esp one's work '^vt 1 to do hurnedly 
or routinely ^knocked off one painting after another} 2 to discontinue, 
stop <knocked olT work at f} $ to deduct <knocked off a pound to make 
the price more attractive} 4 to kill; esp to murder 5 to st^ 6 Br to have 
sexual intercourse with USE i4AS) infml, (4) slang 
'knOck-,on n (an instance oO the knocking of the ball forwards on the 
ground with the hand or arm in i^gby in violation of the rules - knock 
OB vt 

knockout, kaock-ont /'nok.owt/ n la knocking out or being knocked 
out b a blow that knocks out an opponent (or knocks him down for longer 
than a particular time, usu 10s, and results in the termination of a boxing 
match) c technical knockout 2 a competition or tournament with 
successive rounds in which losing competitors are eliminated until a 


winner emerges in the final 3 sby or sthg that is sensationally striking or 
attractive - infml > knockout adj 

knock out vr 1 to empty (a tobacco pipe) by striking on or with sthg 
2 knock up 1 3a to defeat (a boxing opponent) by a knockout b to make 
unconscious 4 to tire out, exhaust 5 to elimmate (an opponent) from a 
knockout competition 6 to overwhelm with amazement or pleasure - 
infml 

‘knock, out .drops n pi drops containing a drug (e g chloral hydrate) put 
into a dnnk, esp surreptitiously, to produce unconsaousness or stupefac- 
tion 

knock up vt 1 to make, prepare, or arrange hastily 2 knock out 4 3 
to achieve a total of (knocked up 300mi in the first day ofHraveUing} 4 
Br to rouse, awaken 5 chidly SAm to make pregnant - infml ^ w to 
practise informally before a tennis, squash, etc match 
knoll /nol/ n a small round hill; a mound [ME knol, fr OE cnoll; akin 
to ON knollr mountaintop, OE cnotta knot] 

'knot /not/ n la an interlacing of (parts oO 1 or more strings, threads, 
etc that forms a lump or knob b a piece of nbbon, braid etc tied as an 
ornament c a (sense of) tight constriction (his stomach was all in ^ s> 
2 sthg hard to solve 3 a bond of union; esp the marriage bond 4a a 
protuberant lump or swelling m tissue b (a rounded cross-section in 
timber oO the base of a woody branch enclosed in the stem from whidi 
it anses 5 a cluster of people or thmgs 6a a speed of 1 nautical mile per 
hour UNIT b 1 nautical mile - not used technically [ME, fr OE 
cnotta, akin to OHG knoto knot, Lith gniusti to press] 

’knot vb -tt- vf 1 to tie in or with a knot 2 to unite closely or intncatdy 
^ VI to form a knot or knots - knotter n 
’knot n, pi knots, esp collectively knot (a bird oO a species of migratory 
sandpiper [ME knotf] 

'knotgrass /-.grahs/ n a widely occumng weed of the dock family with 
jomted stems and minute flowers 

'knothole /-.hohl/ n a hole in a board or tree trunk where a knot or 
branch has come out 

knotty /noti/ adj compheated or difficult (to solve) (a ^ problem} 
['knot + ‘-y] - knottineas n 

knout /nowt/ n a whip formerly used in Russui for flogging criminals 
[Russ knut, of Scand ongin, akin to ON knutr knot; akin to OE cnotta] 
~ knout vt 

'know /noh/ vb knew /nyooh/, known /nohn/ vt la(l) to perceive 
directly; have direct cogmtion of (2) to have understanding of (3) to 
recognize or identify (would ^ him again} b(l) to be acquainted or 
familiar with (2) to have expenence of 2a to be aware of the truth or 
factual nature of; be convinced or certain of b to have a practical 
understanding of < ^ s how to write} 3 archaic to have sexual intercourse 
with ^ V7 to (come to) have knowledge (of sthg) [ME knowen, fr OE 
cnawan; akin to OHG bichnaan to recognize, Lgnoscere, noscere to come 
to know, Gk gigndskein] - knowable adj, knower n - be to know be 
expected to discern; have any knowledge of (how was I to know it 
wouldn't bne'^ - not know someone from Adam have no idea who sby 
IS - yon know - used for adding emphasis to a statement (you’ll have to 
try harder, you know, if you want to succeed} 

’know A - in the know in possession of confidential or otherwise exclusive 
knowledge or information 

'know-,sll n one who behaves as if he knows everything 
'know-,how n (practical) expertise 

knowing /'noh-ing/ adj 1 having or reflecting knowledge, information, 
or intelligence 2 shrewd or astute; esp implying (that one has) knowledge 
of a secret 3 deliberate, conscious - knowingly adv 
'know-it-,all n a know-all - know-it-all adj 
knowledge /'nolij/ n la the fact or condition of knowing sthg or sby 
through experience or association b acquaintance with, or understanding 
or awareness of, sthg (some ^ of Newtonian physics} 2a the range of 
a person's information, perception, or understanding (is it true? Not to 
my ^} h the fact or condition of having information or of being learned 
(a man of little ^ > 3 the sum of what is known; the body of truth, 
information, and principles acquired by mankind (on some subject) [ME 
knowlege, fr knowkehen to acknowledge, irreg fr knowen] 
knowledgeable /'noUjabl/ adj having or exhibiting knowledge or 
intelligence; well-informed > knowledieably adv 
known /nohn/ adj generally recognized (a ~ authonty on this 
topic} 

'knuckle /'nukl/ ji 1 the rounded prominence formed by the ends of the 
2 bones at a joint; specif any of the joints between the hand and the fingers 
or the finger joints closest to these 2 a cut of meat consisting of the lowest 
leg joint of a pig, sheep, etc with the adjoining flesh meat [ME 
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knokd’, ikin to MHO knbchel knuckle. OE cnotta knot] - near the 
lumckle aJmoet improper or indecent 
*knuckto vi kaocklliig /"nukling/ to place the knuckles on the ground in 
shooting t marble 

'knifckl^bon# /-.bohn/ a either of the bones forming a knuckle; esp a 
metacarpal or metaursal bone of a sheep formerly used in gaming or 
divination 

kriuckM down vi to apply oneself earnestly 
linucklo-, duster n a m^ device worn over the front of the doubled 
fist for protection and use as a weapon * 

knuckle under vi to give in. submit (^refused to knuckle under to any 
dktatonhipy 

knur. Br also kmirr /nuh/ n a hard lump or knot (e g on a tree trunk) 
[ME kaorre; akin to OE cnotta knot] 
knurl /nuhl/ n a small knob or protuberance; esp any of a series of small 
ridges, beads, etc on a surface to aid in gripping [prob alter, of knut] - 
kiiarled adj 

*KO /.ka/oh/ o, pi KOa a kayo - inlhil [imock out] 

’KO vt KO'a; KO’lag; KO’d to kayo - infml 
koa AohV n a (Hawaiian tree with) fine-grained red wood 
[Hawaiian] 

koala Aoh*ahb/, ko.ala "bear n an Australian tree-dwelling marsupial 
mammal that has large hairy ears, grey fur, and sharp claws and feeds on 
eucalyptus leaves [native name in Australia] 

koan /koluhn/ n a paradox to be meditated upon, used by Zen Buddhist 
monks to gain enlightenment [Jap koan, fr ko public an propo- 
sition] 

kobo Aoh.boh/ n, pi kobo Nigeria at nationality [native name 
in Nigeria] 

kobold Aobohld/ n 1 a gnome in German folklore that inhabits 
underground places 2 a domestic spirit of German folklore [G - more 
at cobalt] 

'KCchal .number Auhkh())l/ n any of a group of numbers used as a 
cataloguing system for Mozart's works [Ludwig von Kdchel tlS77 
Austrian naturalist & cataloguer of Mozart’s works] 
kodlek boar /*kohdi.ak/ n a brown bear of Alaska [Kodiak Island, S 
Alaska] 

kohl Aohl/ fl (a cosmetic preparation made with) a black powder used, 
orig chiefly by Asian women, to darken the eyelids [Ar kuhl] 
kohlrabi /kohl rahbi/ n. pi kohlnbies a cabbage with a greatly enlarged 
fleshy turnip-shaped edible stem [G, modif (influenced by G kohl 
cabbage) of It cavoJi rape, pi of cavolo rapa kohl^bi, fr cavolo cabbage * 
4 rapa turnip] 

koino /koyni/ n 1 cap the Greek language as used in E Mediterranean 
countries in the Hellenistic and Roman periods 2 a language of a region 
that has become the lingua franca of a larger area [Gk koine, fr fern of 
kotnos common] 
kola /kohb/ n ^cola 

'kola .nut, cola ant n the bitter caffeine-containing seed of any of several 
trees that is chewed esp as a stimulant and used in beverages [kola, of 
African origin (akin to Temne K'ok kola nut, Mandingo kolo) + nut] 
kolinsky /kalinski/ n (the fur oO any of several Asiatic minks [Russ 
koUnskH of Kola, fr Kola, town and peninsula in USSR] 
kolkhoi Aolliawz. kol'khawz/ n, pi kolkhozy /-zi/. kolkhozes a collec- 
tive farm of the USSR [Russ, fr ico/lektivnoe ic/rozyalstvo collective 
farm] 

KolNIdraAoPnidri. -r»/ n a formula for the annulment of private vows 
chanted in the synagogue on the eve of Yom Kippur [Aram kol ^dhre 
all the vows; fr the opening phrase of the prayer] ^ 

komodo dragon /ka'mohdoh/ n an Indonesian monitor lizard that is 
the largest of all known lizards endangered [Komodo Isbnd, 
Indonestt] 

Komaonioi Aomso'mol/ n the Cbmmunist youth organization of the 
USSR [Russ, fr JCoramunisticbeskil Soyuz Afo/odezhi Communist Union 
of Youth] 

Kongo /kong-goh/ n, pi Koujoe, esp collectively Konga a member, or the 
Bantu bnguaie, of a peopb of the lower Con^ 
koodoo Aooh4ooh/ n a kudu 

kook /koohk/ n, NAm a nut. loony • infml [by shortening k alter, fr 
cuckoo] ^ kooUe* kooky adJ, kookkMii n 

kookaburra Aooko,bun/ o a large Australian kingfisher that has a call 
resembling loud faughter [native name tnAutraUa] 
kopaok, eapaek also kopek Aohpek/nl^ UakmofSoviafSocialut 
Repulfliea at nationality [Rues kopeika] 


kopja. koppie /kopi/ a a small hill on the S African veld; broadly, SAfr 
a small hill [Afrik koppie] 

Koran, Qnr*an Aaw'rahn/ n the book composed of writings accepted by 
Muslims as revelations made to Muhammad by Allah through the angel 
Oabnel [Ar qurian, fr qara*a to read, recite] -• Koranic /-nik/ atf/ 
Koraaii^^'ree*3n/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant or the language) of 
Korea language [Korea, peninsub in E Asm] 
koruna Ao'roohna/ n, pi koruny, korunas Czechoslovakia at 
NATIONALITY [Czech, lit., crown, fr L corona] 

'koohar /kohsho/ adj la of food prepared according to Jewish bw b 
selling kosher food <a ^ butchery 2 proper, legitimate - infml [Yiddish, 
fr Heb kasher fit. proper] - kosher n 
’kosher vt to make (food) kosher 

koto /koh,toh/ n, pi kotos a long Japanese musical instrument with a 
rectangubr wooden body and 13 silk Strings [Jap] 
koumias, kumiss /koohmis/ n an alcoholic dnnk of fermented (mare's) 
milk made orig by the nomadic peoples of central Asm [Russ kumys] 
kowhai /koh.wic/ n a golden-flowered shrub or small tree of Austral^ 
and Chile [Maori] 

'kowtow /kow.tow, 'koh-/ n a (Chinese) gesture of deep respect in which 
one kneels and touches the ground with one’s forehead [Chin (Pek) /c'o‘ 
r’ou^ fr k’o' to bump + /'ou' head] 

’kowtow vi 1 to make a kowtow 2 to show obsequious defer- 
ence 

'kraal Arahl/ n 1 a village of S African tribesman 2 an enclosure for 
domestic animals in S Afnca [Afrik, fr Pg curral pen for cattle, enclosure, 
fr (assumed) VL currale enclosure for vehicles - more at corral] 
’kraal vt to pen in a kraal 

kragdadiga /krahkh,dahdikh a/ n, SAfr an advocate of hard-line poli- 
cies - compare verliote, verkrampte [Afnk kragdadig firm, deter- 
mined. fr D krachtdadig] 

kragdadigheid /krakh,dahdikh,hiet/ n, SAfr uncompromising tough- 
ness (e g by government in response to demands for liberalization) [Afrik, 
fr kragdadig -held -ness] 

krait Anet/ n any of several extremely venomous E Asian snakes that 
are active at night [Hindi karait] 

krakan /krahkan/ n a mythical Scandinavian sea monster [Norw 
dial ] 

kraut Arowt/ n, often cap a German - chi^ derog [G. cabbage] 
'Kraba ,cycla Arebz/ n a sequence of reactions in the living organism 
which provide energy stored in phosphate bonds [Sir Hans (AdolQ Krebs 
tl981 Bnt (German-bom) biochemist] 

kramlin /kremlin/ n 1 a citadel within a Russian town or city 2 cap 
the government of the USSR [prob fr obs G kremelin, fr Russ kremV\ 
(2) the Kremlin, citadel of Moscow and governing centre of the 
USSR] 

kramlinology /.kremh'nobji/ n, often cap the study of Soviet policies 
and practices - kremlinologlist n, often cap 

krill AnI/ n planktonic crustaceans and larvae that are the principal food 
of whalebone whales [Norw kril fry of fish] 

kris Arees/ n a Malay or Indonesian dagger with a wavy blade [Maby 
kens] 

Krishna /krishna/ n a deity of later Hinduism worshipped as an 
incarnation of Vishnu [Skt K/fiia] 

krona /krohna/ n, pi kronor /~/ Sweden at nationality [Sw, 
lit., crown] 

krdna /krohna/ n, pi kronur /-/ Iceland at nationality [Icel 
krona, lit., crown] ^ 

krona Arohna/ n, pi kroner / ~ / Denmark, Norway at national- 
ity [Dan, lit., crown] 

Kru /krooh/ n, pi Krus, esp collectively Km g member, or the language, 
of a Negro people of Liberia : 

- Krugarrand /kroohga,rahnt, -.rand/ n a 14hince (28.35g) gold coin of 
S Africa [SJP Kruger tl9()4 SAfr statesma^ + rand] 
krummhorn /kroomjiawn/ n a crumhoni^ 
krypton /kript(?)n/ n a nobb gaseous eluent found in very small 
amounts in air periodic table [Gk, neiit of kiyptos hidden - more 
at crypt] 

Kahatriya Aahatri-a/ n a Hindu of an upper military caste [Skt 
k^triyaf] 

kudoa A(y)oohdo6/ n fame and renown, e^> resulting from an act or 
achievemerit [Gk kydoc, akin to Ok akouda to hear - more at hear] 
kudu, koodoo /koobdooh/ n, pi kndaa, eap collectively kadu a large 
greybh brown African antelope with large spirally twbtod horns [Afrik 
koedoe] 
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Ku Klux Klan /,k(y)cx>h .kluks 'klan/ n 1 a secret society opposing the 
right of blacks to vote after the US Civil War 2 a secret political 
organization in the USA that confines its membership to Amencan-bom 
Protestant whites and is hostile to blacks [perh fr Gk kyklos circle + E 
dan] 

kukri /'kookri/ n a short curved knife used esp by Gurkhas [Hindi 
kukri\ 

kulak /'koohjak/ n 1 a prosperous peasant farmer in prerevolutionary 
Russia 2 a member of a class of peasant-proprietors working for individ- 
ual profit - used technically in Marxist literature [Russ, lit , fist] 
kultur /kool’tooa/ n, often cap 1 culture 4 2 German culture as 
conceived by militant Nazis and Hohenzollem expansionists, esp empha- 
sizing individual subordination to the state and practical efficiency - often 
derog [G, fr L cultura culture] 

Kul'tur.kampf /-.kampf/ n conflict between avil and religious authon- 
ties, esp over control of education; specif the conflict between the German 
government and the Papacy in the late 19th c [G, fr kultur + kampf 
conflict] 

kumiss /'koohmis/ n koumiss 

kummsi /'kooml/ n a colourless aromatic liqueur flavoured with cara- 
way seeds [G, lit , caraway seed, fr OHG kumin cumin] 
kumquat, cumquat /'kumkwot/ n (any of several trees that bear) any of 
several small citrus fruits that are used chiefly for preserves (Chin (Cant) 
kam kwat, fr kam gold ^ kwat orange] 

kung f u /.koong 'fooh/ n a Chinese martial art resembling karate [Chin 
dial , alter, of Pek ch'iian^fa^ lit., boxing pnnciples] 

Kurd /kuhd/ n a member of a pastoral and agncultural people who 
inhabit adjoining parts of Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syna and the Armenian 
and Azerbaijan sectors of the ^viet Caucasus - Kiirdiah adj^ 
Kurdish /k'.'hdish/ n the Iranian language of the Kurds -liT lan- 
GUAUb 

kurrajong Aurajong/n any of several Australian trees or shrubs 
having strong bast fibre [native name in Australia] 
kurtosis /kuh'tohsis/ n the peakedness or flatness of the graph of a 
frequency distribution [Gk kyrtosis convexity, fr kyrto$ convex, akin to 
L curvus curved - more at crown] 

kuru /'koorooh/ n a fatal disease of the nervous system that occurs among 
tnbesmen in eastern New Guinea [native name in New Guinea, lit , 
trembling] 

kurus /koo'roohsh/ n, pi kurus Turkey at nationality [Turk 
kuru^] 

kvass A'vahs/ n a slightly alcoholic beverage made m £ Europe usu by 
fermenting mixed cereals and adding flavouring [Russ kvas] 

K wa Awah/ n a branch of the Niger-Congo language family that includes 
Ibo and Yoruba 

kwacha /'kwaheha/ n, pi kwacha Malawi, Zambia at national- 
ity [native name in Za^ia, lit., dawn] 

kwanza Awanza/ n Angola at nationality [of Bantu origin] 
kwashiorkor /.kwashi'awka/ n severe malnutntion in infants and 
children that is caused by a diet high in carbohydrate and low in protein 
[native name in Ghana, lit., red boy] 

kyanite /'kie^aniet/ n aluminium silicate occurring as blue (aggregate oO 
crystals and sometimes used as a gemstone [denv of Gk kyanos dark blue 
enamel, lapis la/ulj 

kyat Ai'aht/ n Burma at nationality [Burmese] 
kya, ky Aie/ n pi, dial cattle [ME ky, fr OE cy, pi of cu cow] 
kyphdsis /kie'fohsis/ n abnormal backward curvature of the spine - 
compare lordosis, scoliosis [NL, fr Gk kyphosis, fr kyphos hump- 
backed; akin to OE heah high] - kyphotic /-'fotik/ adj 
kyria Airway/ . kyric eleison /e'lay(i)son/ n, often cap a short liturgical 
prayer, often set to music, that begins with or consists of the wowli ’Lord, 
have mercy* [NL, fr LL kyne eleison, transliteration of Gk kyne eleesbn 
Lord, have mercy] 


L 

I /el/ n, pi Pa, Is often cap la (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 12th letter of the English alphabet b sthg shaped like 
the letter L 2 fifty number 3 SAm an elevated railway; an el 
I- /el -/ prefix 1 laevorotatory <l-(ananc acid) 2 having a similar configur- 
ation at an optically active carbon atom to the configuration of laevorota- 


lory glyceraldehyde - usu pnnted as a small capital (L-fruciose) [ISV, 
fr laev-} 

la /lah/ n the 6th note of the diatonic scale in solmization [ME, fr ML 
- more at gamut] 

laager /'lahga/ n a camp, esp an encampment protected by a circle of 
wagons or armoured vehicles [obs Afnk lager (now laer), fr G] - 

laager vi 

lab /lab/ n a laboratory 

labdanum /'labdandm/ n a fragrant oleoresin derived from vanous 
rock roses and used in perfumery [ML lapdanum, fr L ladanum, ledanum, 
fr Gk ladanon, ledanon, fr ledon rock rose] 

Mabel /'laybl/ n 1 a slip (c g of paper or cloth), inscnb^ and fastened to 
sthg to give information (e g identification or directions) 2 a descriptive 
or identifying word or phrase e g a an epithet b a word or phrase used 
with a dictionary definition to provide additional information (e g level of 
usage) 3 an adhesive stamp 4 trade name lb, 2; specif a name used by 
a company producing commercial recordings (several new record ^ s> 
[ME, narrow band, stnp, fr MF] 

Mabel vt -11- (NAm -1-, -II-), /'laybl ing/ la to fasten a label to b to desenbe 
or categorize (as lO with a label 2 to make (e g an element) traceable, by 
substitution of a radioactive or other special isotope - labellaMe 
/laybl abl/ adj, labeller n 

Mablal /laybi-»l/ adj 1 of the lips or labia 2 articulated using I or both 
lips [ML labialis, fr L labium lip] ' labially adv, labialize /-.liez/ vt, 
labialization /-lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
^labial n a labial consonant (e g /f/ and /p/) 
labia majora /,laybi>3 ma'jawra/ n pi the outer fatty folds bounding the 
vulva [NL, lit., larger lips] 

,labia mi'nora /mi'nawra/ n pi the inner highly vascular largely connec- 
tive-tissue folds bounding the vulva [NL, lit , smaller lips] 
labiate /laybiayt, -at/ adj, of a plant corolla or calyx having 2 unequal 
portions resembling lips [NL labialus, fr L labium] 
labile /laybil, -biel/ adj 1 readily open to change (an emotionally 
person) 2 unstable <a ^ mmeraf) [F, fr MF, prone to err, fr LL labtlis, 
fr L labi to slip - more at sleep] - lability /bbibti/ n 
labio- comb form labial and (\abiodental} [L labium] 
labium /laybi-am/ n, pi labia /-bi-a/ 1 any of the folds at the margin 
of the vulva - compare labia majora, labia minora reproduc- 
tion 2 the (lower) lip of a flower divided into 2 lip-hke parts 3a a lower 
mouthpart of an insect b a liplike part of vanous invertebrates [NL, fr 
L, lip - more at lip] 

laboratory /b'boratn/ n a place equipped for scientific expenment, 
testing, or analysis; broadly a place providing opportunity for research m 
a fleld of study [ML laboratonum, fr L laboratus, pp of laborare to 
labour, fr labor] 

laborlpus /l9'bawn-as/ adj involving or charactenzed by effort [ME, fr 
MF or L, MF laboneux, fr L labonosus, fr labor] - labortoualy adv, 
laboriousnesB n 

'labor .union n, NAm trade union 

'labour, NAm chiefly labor /laybo/ n la expenditure of effort, esp when 
difflcult or compulsory, toil b human activity that provides the goods or 
services in an economy c (the penod oO the physical activities involved 
in the birth of young 2 an act or process requinng labour; a task 3a sing 
or pi in constr an economic group compnsing those who do manual work 
or work for wages b workers (local -- isn’t suitable) 4 sing or pi m 
constr, cap the Labour party [ME, fr OF, fr L labor] 

Mabour, NAm chiefly lalwr vi 1 to exert one's powers of body or mind, 
esp with great effort, work, stnve 2 to move with great effort (a fat man 
^ ing up the stairs) 3 to be in labour when giving birth 4 to suffer from 
some disadvantage or distress < under a delusion) Sofa ship to pitch 
or roll heavily ^ v/ 1 to treat in labonous detail the obvious) 2 
archaic to spend labour on or produce by labour 
Labour adj of or being a political party, specif one in the UK, advocating 
a planned socialist economy and associated with working-class inter- 
ests 

'Labour .Day n a day set aside for special recognition of working people- 
e g a the first Monday in September observed in the USA and Canada 
as a public holiday b may day 

'labourad adj bearing marks of labour and effort; esp lacking ease of 
expression (a ~ speech) 

labourer /layb(9)r3/ n one who does unskilled manual work, esp 
outdoors [‘labour + *-er] 

'labour ex,chanot n, often cap LAE a government office that seeks to 
match unemployed people and vacant jobs and that is responsible for 
paying out unemployment benefit 
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.labour-in'tenaiveadj 1 using proportionately more labour than capital 
or land in the process of production - compare caphal-intensive 2 
employing or made by a high proportion of people (rather than 
machmcry) 

labourita /'layboriet/ n, often cap a member or supporter of the Labour 
party 

.labour of lova n a task performed for the pleasure it yields rather than 
for personal gain 

labour, aavlng A,say ving/ adj adapted to replace or decrease (manual) 
labour domestic appliances') 
labrador /'labradaw/ n, often cap labrador retriever 
labradorlta /.labra'dawriet/ n a feldspar showing a play of several 
colours due to light diffraction [Labndor peninsula, Canada] 
.Labrador ra'trievar o a retriever charactenzed by a dense black or 
golden coat [Labradon Newfoundland) 

labrum Alabram, 'lay-/ n, pi labra Abra/ an upper or front mouthpart 
of an arthropod [NL, fr L, lip, edge - more at lip] 
laburnum Aa’buhnam/ n any of a small genus of Eurasian leguminous 
shrubs and trees with bright yellow flowers and poisonous seeds [NL. 
genus name, fr L, laburnum] 

labyrinth Alabannth/ n 1 a place that is a network of intricate passage- 
ways, tunnels, blind alleys, etc 2 sthg perplexingly complex or tortuous 
in structure, arrangement, or character 3 (the tortuous anatomical 
structure in) the ear or its bony or membranous part [ME laborintus, fr 
L labyrinthus, fr Gk labynnthos] - labyrinthine /,lat»‘nn.thien/ adj 
Mac /lak/ n a resinous substance secreted by a scale insect [Per lak & Hindi 
lakh, fr Skt lak^] 

’lac n a lakh 

laccolith Alakalith/ n a mass of intrusive igneous rock having a domed 
top that produces bulging of the overlying strata geography [Gk 
lakkoa cistern -«■ E -hth] 

Maca /lays/ n 1 a cord or stnng used for drawing together 2 edges (e g 
of a garment or shoe) 2 an ornamental braid for tnmmmg coats or 
uniforms 3 an openwork usu figured fabnc made of thread, yam, etc, 
used for tnmmings. household furnishings, garments, etc [ME, fr OF laz, 
fr L Jaqueus snare - more at delight] 

’laca vr 1 to draw together the edges of (as if) by means of a lace passed 
through eyelets 2 to draw or pass (e g a lace) through sthg 3 to confine 
or compress by tightening laces, esp of a corset 4 to adorn (as if) with 
lace 5 to beat, lash 6a to add a dash of an alcoholic drink to b to give 
savour or variety to <a mundane story line ^d with witty repartee) ^ w 
to be fastened or tied up with a lace [ME lacen, fr OF lacier, fr L laqueare 
to ensnare, fr laqueus] 

lacerate /lasa.rayt/ vt 1 to tear or rend roughly 2 to cause sharp mental 
or emotional pain to [L laceratus, pp of lacerare to tear; akin to L lacer 
mangled, Gk lakis rent] 

laceration /Jas3'raysh(3)n/ n a tom and ragged wound [lacerate + 
•ion] 

'lace-.up n, chiefly Br a shoe or boot that is fastened with laces 
lace.wing A.wing/ n any of various insects having wings with a fine 
network of veins 

laches Alachiz/ n, pi lachea /-.cheez/ negligence in carrying out a legal 
duty or undue delay in asserting a legal claim [ME lachesse, fr MF 
laschesse, fr OF lasche lax] 

lachrymal, Iscrinal /’lakrinul/ adj 1 of or constituting the glands that 
produce tears 2 of or marked by tears [MF or ML; MF /acryma/, fr ML 
lacrimaJis, lachrymalis, fr L laciima tear - mpre at 'tear] 
lachrymatlon, lacriiuatioa /4akri'maysh(a)n/ n the (abnormal or 
excessive) secretion of tears [L lacrimation; lacrimatio, fr lacrimatu^pp 
of laerimare to weep, fr lacrima tear] ^ 

laehrymator /’lakri.mayta/ o a tear-producing substance (e g a tear 

gu) 

lachrymatCMry /lakrimatn/ arfj of or prompting tears [ML 
lacbrymatorius, fr LL lacrlmatorius, fr L lacrimatus, pp] 
lachrymoaa Alaknmohs/ adj 1 given to weeping 2 tending to cause 
tears -< lachryaoeely adv 

lacing /layiing/ n 1 lace 2 a trace or sprinkling that adds savour or 
variety 3 beating 1 

lacinlatg /la'siniayt, -at/ atH bordered with a fringe <a ^ petal) (L 
lacinia flap; akin to L beer mangled] - ladniattoB A'ay8b(8)n/ n 
'lack /lak/ vi 1 to be defleient or missing 2 to be short or have need of 
sthg « usu -K /hr (jshe will not foradvisen) to stand in need of; 

su^ from the absence or defkiency of [ME lakea, fr MD; akin to ON 
kka to Ifeak] 

*lgck n 1 the (bet or state of being wanting or defleient 2 sthg lacking 


lackadaisical /.laka'dayziki/ adj lacking life or zest; also (reprehen- 
sibly) casual or negligent [arch lackadaisy (exclamation of regret), alter, 
of lackaday, alack the day + -ical\ ~ lackadatoically adv 
lackey Alaki/ n 1 a usu livened retainer 2 a servile follower [MF 
laquais] 

'lacklustre /-.lusta/ adj lacking in sheen, radumce, or vitality; dull 
laconic /b'konik/ adj using, or involving the use of, a minimum of words; 
terse [L laconicus Spartan, fr Ok lakonikos; fr the Spaitan reputation for 
terseness of speech] - laconically adv, laconicism /-ni,siz(a)m/ n 
Macquer /laka/ n 1 a clear or coloured varnish obtained by dissolving 
a substance (e g shellac) in a solvent (e g alcohol) 2 a durable natural 
varnish; esp one obtained from an Asian shrub of the sumach family [Pg 
lacre sealing wax. fr laca lac, fr Ar lakk, fr Per lak] 

’lacquer vt to coat with lacquer - lacquerer n 
lacrimal AlakHml/ adj lachrymal 
lacrimation /.lakn'maysh(3)n/ n lachrymation 
lacrosse /la'kros/ n a game played on grass by 2 teams of 10 players, 
whose object is to throw a ball into the opponents’ goal, using a 
long- handled stick that has a tnangular head with a loose mesh pouch for 
catching and carrying the ball [CanF la crosse, lit., the crosier] 
lact- /lakt-/ . lacti-, lacto- comb form 1 milk <lacto/7av;o> 2a lactic acid 
(lactafe) b lactose <lacta5e> [F & L; F, fr L. fr lact-, lac - more at 
galaxy] 

lactate /'lak.tayt/ vi to secrete milk [L lactatus, pp of lactare, fr lact-, 
lac] 

lactation /lak'taysh(»)n/ n (the penod of time given to) the secretion of 
milk by a mammal - lactational adj, lactatlonally adv 
'lacteal /'lakti-al/ adj 1 consisting of, producing, or resembling milk 2a 
conveying or containing a milky fluid b of the lacteals [L lacteus of milk, 
fr lact-, lac] 

’lacteal n any of the lymphatic vessels conveying chyle to the thoracic 
duct 

lactic /"laktik/ adj of milk 

.lactic 'acid n an organic acid, normally present in living tissue, and used 
esp in food and medicine and in industry 

lactiferous /lak'tifaras/ adj 1 secreting or conveying milk 2 yielding a 
milky juice [F or LL, F betifere, fr LL lactifer, fr L lact-, lac + -fer] - 
lactiferoiisBeM n 

lactose Alaktohz, -tohs/ n a sugar that is present in milk [ISV] 
,lacto-,vegetarianism /laktoh/ n vegetananfflfn that allows the inclu- 
sion of certain animal products (e g milk, cheese, and sometimes eggs) - 

lacto-vegetarian n 

lacuna /blcyoohna/ n, pi lacunae /-ni/, lacunas 1 a blank space or a 
missing part 2 a small cavity in an anatomical structure [L, pool, pit, gap 
- more at lagoon] - lacunal adj, lacunar adj, lacunary adj, laennate 
/-nayt/ adj 

lacustrine /la'kustnen/ adj of or occumng in lakes [prob fr F or It 
bcustre, fr L lacus lake] 

lacy /'laysi/ adj resembling or consisting of lace 
lad /lad/ n 1 a male person between early boyhood and matunty 2 a 
fellow, chap 3 Br stable i.ad [ME ladde] 
ladanum Aladanam/ n labdanum 

'ladder Alada/ n 1 a structure for climbing up or down that has 2 long 
sidepieces of metal, wood, rope, etc joined at intervals by crosspieces on 
which one may step 2a sthg that resembles or suggests a ladder in form 
or use b chiefly Br a vertical line in hosiery or knitting caused by stiches 
becoming unravelled 3 a series of ascending steps or stages 4 a means of 
nsing or clunbing (e g to a higher status or social position) [ME, fr OE 
hlseder, akin to OHG bibra ladder, OE hlinianihleonian to lean - more 
at 'lean] 

’ladder vb, chiefly Br to develop a ladder (in) (^Ae ^ed her tights) </ier 
tights have -^cd) j 

iaddia Aladi/ n a (young) lad 

lada /layd/ vt laded, laden Alaydn/ 1 to put a load or burden on or in 
(e g a ship); load 2 to put or place as a load, espfor shipment 3 to weigh 
down with sthg [ME bden, fr OE hbdan-, akiqto OHG hladan to load. 
OSlav kbsti] 

la-di-da, Jab-di-dab /,lah di 'dah/ adj affectedly refined, esp in voice and 
pronunciation > infml [perh alter, of brdy-datdy (foppish)] 
ladias Ala^diz/ n pi but sing in constr, often cap, chiefly Br a public 
lavatory for women - infml [short for ladies* room, bdbs’ lavatory, 
etc] 

'ladlaa' .man, lady's man n a man who likes to please or to be with 
women 

ladlaa' .room n a room equipped with toilets for use by women 
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ladlM* trassaa o pi but sing or pi in oonstr any of a widely distributed 
genus of terrestrial orchids 

Ladln /la'deen/ n (one whose mother tongue is) Romansh 
[Rhaeto-Romanic, fr L Latinum Latin] 
lading /layding/ n cargo, freight (fr gerund of lade] 
ladino /b'deenoh/ n, pi ladiooa 1 Judeo-Spanish 2 often cap a Spanish- 
American of mined descent [Sp, fr ladino cunning, learned, lit., Latin, fr 
L latinos; (2) AmerSp, fr Sp] 

Madia /Maydl/ n 1 a deep-bowled long-handled spoon used esp for taking 
up and conveying liquids or semiliquid foods (e g soup) 2 a vessel for 
carrying molten metd [ME ladel, fr OE hbedel, fr hladan] 

*ladla vt ladling /'laydMng/ to take up and convey (as lO in a ladle 
lady /'laydi/ n la a woman with authonty, esp as a feudal superior b a 
woman receiving the homage or devotion of a kiught or lover 2a a woman 
of refinement or superior social position b a woman - often in courteous 
reference <sboiv the ^ to a seat} or usu pi in address <ladies and 
gentlemen) 3 a wife <tAe captain and his '->) - compare old lady 4t 
cap any of various titled women in Bntain - used as a title b cap a female 
member of an order of knighthood - compare dame [ME. fr OE 
hlsefdige, fr /t/af bread + -dtge (akin to dsege kneader of bread) - more 
at 'loaf, dairy] 

'lady.bird /-.buhd/ n any of numerous small beetles of temperate and 
tropical regions; esp any of several ladybirds that have red wing cases with 
black spots [Our Lady, the Virgin Mary] 

'lady, bug /-.bug/ n, NAm a ladybird 

'lady .chapel n, often cap LAC a chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary 
that IS usu part of a larger church 

'Lady .Day n March 2S observed as the feast of the Annunciation 
.lady-in-'waiting n, pi ladicf^in-waitiog a lady of a queen's or pnncess's 
household appointM to wait on her 
'lady-.klller n a man who captivates women 

'lady, like / -,liek/ adj 1 resembling a lady, esp in manners, well-bred 2 
becoming or suitable to a lady 

.lady's 'bed,straw /l)ed,straw/ n a common Eurasian bedstraw with 
bnght yellow flowers [Our Lady, the Virgin Mary] 

'ladyship /-ship/ n - used as a title for a woman having the rank of lady 
(lady 4 -ship] 

.lady's 'slipper n any of several temperate-zone orchids having flowers 
whose shape suggests a slipper 
'lady's-.smock n cuckoofi ower 1 

Laetrile /'laytnel/ trademark ~ used for a drug derived from amygdalin 
that IS held to be of use in the treatment of cancer 
laev-, laevo-, NAm lev-, Icvo- 1 laevorotatory (}aeyulose) 2 to the left 
<laevQn>taro/ 7 > [L laevus leR; akin to Gk laios left] 
laevorotary /.leevoh'rohtan/ adj laevorotatory 
.laevo'rotatory /-'roht3t(a)ri, -Foh'tayt(a)ri/a<^' turning towards the left 
or anticlockwise; esp rotating the plane of polanzation of light to the left 
- compare dextrorotatory ~ lacvorotation /-roh'uysh(a)n/ n 
laevulose /’Icvyoolohs, -lohz/ n fructose 2 [ISV, irrcg fr laev- + 
-ose] 

Mag /lag/ vi -gg- la to stay or fall behind; fail to keep pace - often 4- behind 
b to become retarded in attaining maximum value 2 to slacken or weaken 
gradually [prob of Scand origin; akin to Norw lagga to go slowly] 

Mag n 1 the act or an instance of lagging 2 comparative slowness or 
retardation 3 an interval between related events, speaf time lag 
Mag vt -gg^ 1 to send to prison 2 to arrest USE slang [origin 
unknown] 

Mag ji 1 a convict 2 an ex-convict 

"lag n lagging [orig sense, stave of a barrel, wooden covering or casing; 

prob of Scand origin; akin to ON Idgg nm of a barrel] » 

Mag vt -gg- to cover or provide with lagging - lagger n 
lagan /'lagan/ n goods thrown into the sea with a buoy attached so that 
they may be found again; also goods lying on the seabed [MF lagan or 
ML taganum debns washed up from the sea, prob of Omc origin; akin 
to ON log law] 

lagar /'lahga/ n a light beer brewed by slow fermentation [G lagerbier 
beer made for 8torage.-fr lager storehouse + bier beer] 
laggard /lagad/ n sby who or stl^ that lags or lingers - laggardly adv 
or adj 

lagging /'laging/ n material for thermal insulation (e g wrapped round 
a boiler or laid in a rooO ['lag + -ing] 

lagomorph /'laga.mawf/ n any of an order of gnawing mammals 
comprising the rabbits and hares [deriv of Gk lagds hare + morphe form] 
> laaMMiii^ /-'mawfik/ adj* lalonorphons adj 
lagoon /b'goohn/ n a shallow channel or pool usu sepsrated from a 


larger body of water by a sand bank, reef, etc geography [F A It; 

F lagune, fr It laguna, fr L lacuna pit, pool, fr lacus lake] 
lah-di-dah /.lah di 'dah/ adj la-di-da 

laic /‘layik/ , laical /'layikl/ adj of the laity [LL laicus, fr LGk laikos, 
fr Gk, of the people, fr laos people] - laic^y adv 
laiciam /’layiaiz(9)m/ n a politick movement or programme having 
secularization as its pnncipal aim 

laic-ize, -Ise /'layi.siez/ vt to secularize - laicizatioB /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
'laid /layd/ past of lay 

"laid n paper watermarked with fine lines running across the grain - 
compare wove [laid (paper), fr pp of 'lay] 

.laid-'back adj relaxed, casual - infml 
lain /layn/ past part of lie 

'lair /lea/ n 1 the resting or living place of a wild animal 2 a refuge or 
place for hiding [ME, fr OE leger, akin to OHG legar bed. OE began to 
lie - more at ‘lie] 

"lair n, Austr a showily dressed young man - chiefly derog [leary, lairy 
(artful, flash in dress or manners); akin to OE Ixran to teach, leomian to 
learn] - lairy adj 

laird /lead/ n. Scot a member of the landed gentry [ME (northern) lord, 
lard lord] 

laisaaz-allar /.lesay 'alay (Fr iese ale)/ n lack of constraint [F laissez 
aller let (someone) go] 

laiasaz-faira, Br also laisser-fairc /, lesay 'fea (Fr lese fr ir)/ n a doctrine 
opposing government interference in economic affairs [F laissez faire, 
imper of laisser faire to let (people) do (as they choose)] - laissez-fure 
adj 

laity /'layati/ n sing or pi in constr 1 the people of a religion other than 
Its clergy 2 the mass of the people as distinguished from those of a 
particular profession [May] 

'lake /layk/ n a large inland body of water; also a pool of oil, pitch, or 
other liquid geography [ME, fr OF lac lake, fr L lacus; akin to 
OE lagu sea. Ok lakkos pond] 

"lake n la a deep purplish red pigment ong prepared from lac or cochineal 
b any of numerous usu bnght pigments composed essentially of a soluble 
dye absorbed in or combined with an inorganic earner 2 carmine 2 [F 
iaque lac, fr OProv laca, fr Ar lakk - more at lacquer] 

'lake .dwelling n a (prehistonc) dwelling built on piles in a lake 
.Lakeland 'terrier /laykland/ n any of an Enghsh breed of small 
wirehaired temers [Lakeland (Lake District), area in NW England where 
the breed was developed] 

lakh /lak/ n, chiefly Ind 1 one hundred thousand (50 of rupees) 2 
2 a great number [Hindi lakh, fr Skt laksa, lit., mark, sign] - lakh adj 
•lalia /-'laylya/ comb form (-* n) speech disorder (of a specified type) 
<ecAolalia> [NL, fr Gk lalia chatter, fr lalein to chat] 

Lallans /'lalans/ n Lowland Scots dialect [Sc, var of Lowlands] 

'lam /lam/ vt -bub- to beat soundly - infml [of Scand ongin; akin to ON 
lenya to thrash; akin to OE lama lame] 

Mam n, NAm sudden or hurried flight, esp from the law - infml ['lam (to 
depart humedly)] 

lama /'lahma/ n a Lamaist monk [Tibetan blama] 

Lamaiam /'lahma.iz(a)m/ n the Buddhism of Tibet, marked by a 
dominant monastic hierarchy headed by the Dalai Lama - LanuUst n or 
adj, LaiaaiBtic /-'istik/ adj 

Lamarckism /lah'mahjciz(a)m/ n a theory of organic evolution assert- 
ing that changes in the environment of plants and animals cause changes 
m their structure that are transmitted to their ofTspnng [J B de Monet 
Lamarck tl829 F botanist A zoologist] - Lanuwckltt adj 
lamaaary /’lohmasari/ n a monastery of lamas |F lamaserie, fr lama 4 
Per sarai palace] 

'lamb /lam/ ii la a young sheep, esp one that is less than a year old or 
without permanent teeth b the young of various anunals (e g the smaller 
antelopes) other than sheep 2a a gentle, m^, or innocent person b a 
dear, pet 3 the flesh of a lamb used as food "J meat [ME. frOE; akin 
to OHO lamb lamb, e/abo elk - more at elk] 

"lamb vi to give birth to a lamb vt to tend (ewes) at lambing time - 
lamber /*lama/ n 

lambaata, bunbaat /lam'bast/ vr 1 to beat, thrash 2 to attack verbally; 
censure [prob fr 'lam 4- baste] 

lambda /lamda/ n 1 the 1 1th letter of the Greek alphabet 2 an unstable 
elementary particle of the hyperon family that exists in a neutral form 
with a mass 2183 times that ^ an eketroa [Gk, of Sem origin; akin to 
Heb Hmedb, 12th letter of the Hcb alphabet] 
lambent /1amb(ai)nt/ adj 1 playing lightly on or over a surfacr, flicker- 
ing flames) 2 softly bright or radiant (eyes - with love) 3 marked 
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by Kghtnctt or brilliance, esp of expression <« mty USE fml (L 
/smbenf’, prp of ktnben to lick - more at *lap] - lambeatly adv, 

laBbency /-b(a)nsi/ n 

lamb*rt /lambot/ n the cgs unit of bnghtness [Johann Heinrich Lam- 
bert tl777 O physicist ft phitosopher] 

lambraqiHn ^amb(r)a,kin/ n, cbiefty NAm a short decorative piece of 
drapery (e g for the top of a window or door) [F] 
lambakin /'lamiSkin/ a 1 (leather made from) the skin of a lamb or small 
^eep 2 the skin of a lamb dressed with the wool on 
Mama /laym/ adj 1 having a body part, esp a leg, so disabled as to impair 
freedom of movement; esp having a^limp caused by a disabled leg 2 weak, 
unconvincing <a ^ excuse^ [ME, fr OE lama; akin to OHG lam lame, 
Lith limtt to break down] - lamely adv, lamenen n 
Mama vr 1 to make lame 2 to make weak or ineffective 
lamft /'lahmay/ n a brocaded clothing fabric made from any of various 
fibres combined with tinsel weft threads often of gold or silver [F] 
lama, brain /-Jbnyn/ a, NAm a dull-witted or erratic person - lame- 
brain, lamebrained adj 

,lama 'duck n sby or sthg (e g a person or business) that is weak or 
incapable 

lamali-, lamelli- comb form lamella <lameUi/bnn> <laniellose> [NL. fr 
Jameila] 

lamalla /b'meb/ n, p/ lamellae Mi/ also hunellaa a thin flat scale, 
membrane, or part (e g a gill of a mushroom) [NL, fr L, dim of lamina 
thin plate] - lamellar adj, lanmllate /lamilayt, b'roelayt, -bt/ adj, 
laasellation /,lam3'Uysh(3)n/ ji 

lamallibranch /b'melibrangk/ n, pi lamellibrancha any of a class of 
bivalve molluscs (e g clams, oysters, and mussels) [NL Lamellibranchia, 
classname. fr lameU- + L branchia gill - more at branchia] - lamelU- 
branch adj, huBelUbnmchiate /-'brangkiayt/ adj or n 
lamtiiicorn /b'meli,kawii/ adj of or belonging to a group of large beetles 
(e g the stag beetle) [NL LameUkomia, superfamily name, fr lamell- + 
L <omia, neut pi of -conus of horn] - lameUkom n 
Mamant /b'ment/ n to feel or express grief or deep regret; mourn aloud 

- often ^ forot over ^ vt to lament or mourn (demonstratively) for [MF 
ft L, MF lamenter, fr L lamentari, fr lamaitum, n, bment; akin to ON 
Ibmr loon, L latrare to bark, Gk leros nonsense] - lamentation 
/Jaman'tayah(a)n/ a 

’lament n 1 an expression of grief 2 a dirge, elegy 
lamentable /'lamantabl/ adj that is to be regretted; deplorable > 

bmaatableacm n, lamcatably adv 

,Lamentatlons /,lanian'taysh(a)nz/ n pi but stag pi constr a poetic book 
of the Old Testament, attributed to Jeremiah, on the fall of Jerusalem 
lamin^ lamini-, lamino- comb form bmina; laminae <lam- 
inar> <laiiHni<is> 

lamina /lamma/ Ji, pi laminae /-ni/, laminae a thin pbte, scale. Uyer, 
or flake [L] 

laminar /’lamina/ adj arranged in, consisting of, or resembling lami- 
nae 

Jaminar flow n streamline flow ui a viscous fluid near a solid boundary 

- compare turbulent flow 

’laminate /lamuuyt/ vt 1 to roll or compress (e g meui) mto a thin 
plate or pbtes 2 to separate into laminae 3 to make by uniting superim- 
poeed byers of 1 or more materials 4 to overby with a thin sheet or sheets 
of matehal (e g metal or plastic) ^ vi to separate into laminae 
’laminate /laminat, -nayt/ adj covered with or consisting of laminae 
’laminate /laminae, -nayt/ a a product made by laminating 
lamination /Jami'naysb(a)n/ n 1 a laminate structure 2 a lamina 
['laminate -f -ion] 

laminitia /Jami'nietas/ a painful inflammation of the lining of a horse's 
hoof {NL] 

Lammaa /lamas/ n 1 August 1 fonnerly celebrated in England as a 
harvest festival 2 ako Lammastidt the time of the year around Lammas 
[ME Lmmaaae, fir OE hti/hueaae, fr hJaf loaf, bread + Jiuesse mass; fr 
the fact that formerly loaves from the first ripe grain were consecrated on 
thttday] 

lammapgeier, lammeiieyer /1ama,gieV n a Urge vulture that lives in 
mountain regions fiom the Pyrenees to northern China {O lamaietgeter, 
fr IMnuaet (pi tdlamm lamb) ^ geier vulture] 
lamp /lamp/ n 1 any of various devices for producing visible li^t: e g 
a a vessel containing on mflammable substance (e g oil Or gas) that is burnt 
to give out artificial light b a usu portable electric device containing a 
light bulb 2 any of various light-endlting devices (e g a sunlamp) which 
produce electroniainettc radiatiOB (e g heat radiation) 3 a source of 


intellectual or spiritual illumination [ME, fr OF lampe, fr L lampaa, fr 
Gk, fr lampetn to shine; akin to ON leiptr lightning] 

'lamp,black /-.blak/ n a pigment made from finely powdered black soot 
[ft the black soot deposited by the flame of a smoking oil lamp] 
'lamplighter /-Jieta/ n one whose occupation was to light and extin- 
guish street gas lamps 

lampoon /lam'poohn/ vtorn (to make the subject oO a harsh vitriolic 
satire [n F lampon, perh fr lampons let us drink, fr lamper to guzzle, vb 
fr n] - lampooner, lampoonlat n, lampoonery n 
'lamp .post n a post, usu of metal or concrete, that supports a light which 
illuminates a street or other public area (e g a park) 
lamprey /'lampri/ n any of several eel-like aquatic vertebrates that have 
a large sucking mouth with no jaws [ME, fr OF bunpreie, fr ML 
lampreda] 

'lamp,ehade /-^hayd/ n a decorative translucent cover placed round an 
electric light bulb to reduce glare 
'tamp .standard n lamp post 

Lancastrian /lang'kastri-an/ n or adj 1 (a native or inhabitant) of 
Lancashire 2 (an adherent) of the English royal house of Lancaster that 
ruled from 1399 to 1461 [John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster tl399] 
Mance /lahns/ n 1 a weapon having a long shaft with a sharp steel head 
carried by horsemen for use when charging 2a lancet 1 b a spear or 
harpoon for lulling whales 3 lancer 1 [ME, fr OF, fr L lancea] 
’lance vt 1 to pierce (as lO with a lance 2 to open (as lO with a lancet 
a boil) [ME launcen, ft MF lancer, ft LL lanceare, fr L lancea] 
.lance 'corporal n rank. [lance (as in obs lancepesade lance 
corporal, fr MF lancepessade, fr Olt lancta spezzata battle-trained or 
seasoned soldier, lit., broken lance)] 

lancelet /’lahnslit/ n any of various small translucent manne animals 
lanceolate /'lahnsi-alayt, -bt/ adj shaped like a bnce head, s^^f 
tapering to a point at the apex and sometimes at the base < ^ /eaves) 

PI ANT [LL lanceolatus, ft L lanceola, dim of lancea] 
lancer ^lahnsa/ n 1 a member of a light-cavalry unit (formerly) armed 
with lances 2 pi but yng in constr (the music for) a set of 5 quadnlles 
each in a different metre 

lancet /'lahnsit/ n 1 a sharp-pointed and usu 2-edged surgical instru- 
ment used to make small incisions 2a also lancet window a high narrow 
' wmdow with an acutely pointed h^ church b also lancet arcb 
an acutely pointed arch USE (2) ARCHiftcruRE [ME lancette, fr 
MF, dun. of lance] 

lancewood /'bhns.wood/ n (a tree yielding) a tough elastic wood used 
esp for carnage shafts, fishing rods, and bows 
’land /land/ n la the solid part of the surface of a celestial body, esp the 
earth b ground or soil of a specified situation, nature, or quality <fver ~ > 
2 {the way of life in) the rural and esp agncultural regions of a country 
(going back to the 3 (the people oO a country, region, etc 4 a realm, 
domain (in the ^ ofdreams} 5 ground owned as property - often pi with 
sing meaning [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG lant land, OIr land open space] 
- landless adj 

’land vt 1 to set or put on shore from a ship 2a to set down (e g passengers 
or goods) after conveying b to bring to or cause to reach a specified place, 
position, or condition (hts carelessness -^ed him in troutde') c to bnng 
(e g an aeropbne) to a surface from the air 3a to catch and bring in (e g 
a fish) b to gam, secure a job} - inftnl 4 to stnke, hit <~ed him one 
on the nosey - infml 5 to present or burden with sthg unwanted > inftnl 
~ VI la to go ashore from a ship; disembark bo/a boat, ship, etc to come 
to shore; also to arrive on shore in a boat, ship, etc 2a to end up - usu 
+ up (took the wrong bus and '^tdupontkp other side of towny b to 
strike or come to rest on a surface (e g after ft fall) <-^ed on his heady 
c of an aircraft, spacecraft, etc to alight on a furface; also to arrive in an 
aircraft, spacecraft, etc which has alighted oA a surface 
. 'land ,agant a estate agent 

landau /'landaw/ n a 4-wheeled carriage will a folding top divided into 
2 sections [Landau, town in Rhineland-Palftinate (pre-194S Bavaria), 
Germany, where first made] « 

landaulat /.landa'let/ n a small landau 

'land ,kraa2a a a breeze blowing seawards from the land, generally at 
night 

'land .orgb n any of various crabs that live mostly on land and breed in 
the sea 

iandad/1andid/a4i‘ 1 owning land <^propjiielara> 2 consisting of land 
<- propertyy 

'landifall /-.fawl/ n an act or insunce of sighting or reaching land after 
a voyage or flight 
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'land, form /-.fawm/ n a natural feature of the earth’s surface (c g a 
mountain) 

'land, holder /-.hohlda/ n a holder or owner of land > landholding adj 
or n 

landing /'landing/ n 1 the act^^oing or bringing to a surface from the 
air or to shore from the water space 2 a place for discharging and 
taking on passengers and cargo 3 a level space at the end of a flight of 
stairs or between 2 flights of stairs 

'landing .craft n any of numerous naval craft designed for putting 
troops and equipment ashore 

'landing .stage n a sometimes floating platform for landing passengers 
or cargo 

'landing .strip n a runway without normal airfield or airport faali- 
ties 

'land, lady /-.laydi/ n 1 a female landlord 2 the female proprietor of a 
guesthouse or lodging house 

'land-.line n a telecommunications link using cables as opposed to radio 
transmission 

'land.locked /-.lokt/ adj (nearly) enclosed by land 
'land,lord /-.lawd/ n 1 sby who owns land, buildings, or accommodation 
for lease or rent 2 sby who owns or keeps an inn; an innkeeper 
'land.lubbsr /-.luba/ n a person unacquainted with the sea or seaman- 
ship - landlubberly adj 

'land, mark /-mahk/ n la an object (e g a stone) that marks a boundary 
b a conspicuous object that can 1^ used to identify a locality 2 an event 
that marks a turning point or new development <a ~ in the history of 
ayiationy 

'Iand.ma8a /-.mas/ n a large area of land 
'land .rail n a corncrake 

'‘land, scape /-.skayp/ n 1 natural, esp inland scenery 2a a picture, 
drawing, elC of landscape b the art of depicting landscape [D landschap, 
fr land + -schap -ship] 

‘landscape vt to improve or modify the natural beauties of ^ vi to engage 
in the occupation of landscape gardening - Itndacsper n 
landscape architect n landscape gardener - laodacape architec- 
ture n 

.landscape 'gardener n one who designs and arranges the layout of 
gardens and grounds - landscape gardening n 
'land, slide /-.shed/ n 1 a usu rapid movement of rock, earth, etc down 
a slope, also the moving mass 2 an overwhelming victory, esp m an 
election 

'land,slip /-,slip/ n a small landslide 

Mane /layn/ n 1 a narrow passageway, road, or street 2a a fixed ocean 
route used by ships b a strip of road for a single line of vehicles c air 
LANE d any of several marked parallel courses to which a competitor 
must keep during a race (eg in running or swimmmg) e a narrow 
hardwood surface down which the ball is sent towards the pins in tenpin 
bowhng [ME, fr OE Ianu\ akin to MD lane lane] 

‘Ians adj. Scot lone [ME (Sc), var of lone] 

'la ns, way /-.way/ n, chiefly Can a lane or mews running between or 

behind houses 

Langobardic /.lang-ga'bahdik. -goh-/ n the W Germanic language of 
the Lombard people [L Langobardus Lombard] 
lang ayns /.lang 'sien; often 'zicn/ n or adv, Scot (times) long ago [ME 
(Sc), fr lang long + syne since] 

languags /'Iang*gwij/ n la those words, their pronunciation, and the 
methods of combining them used by a particular people, nation, etc <t/ie 
English ^ ® b(l) (the faculty of m^ing and using) audible articulate 
meaningful sound (2) a systematic means of coimminicating using con- 
ventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or marks CF alphabet (3) the 
suggestion by objects, actions, or conditions of associated ideas c l^lmgs 
<borfy ~ > (4) a formal system of signs and symbols (e g a logical calculus 
or one for use with a computer) together with rules for the formation and 
transformation of admissible expressions 2a a particular style or manner 
of verbal expression b the specialized vocabulary and phraseology belong- 
ing to a particular group or profession ilegal ^ > [ME, fr OF, fr langue 
tongue, language, fr L lingua - more at tongue] 

'language la.boratory a room, usu divided into booths each 
equipped with a tape recorder^ , where foreign languages are learnt by 
listening and speaking 

langua /kmg-g (Fr 16 ig)/ n language regarded as a system of elements 
or a set of habits common to a community of speaken - compare parole; 
COMPETENCE 2 [F, lit., language] 

langua d'OC /'long-ga ,dok (Fr loxg dok)/ n (the medieval dialects of S 
Prance including medieval Provencal, which formed the basis oO Proven- 


cal [F, fr OF, lit., language of oc] fr the Provencal use of the word oc for 
‘yes’] 

langue d'oil /do'eel (Fr doil)/ n (the medieval French dialects of N 
France which formed the basis oO modem French [F, fr OF, lit,, 
language of oil, fr the French use of the word oil for ‘yes’] 
languid /'lang-gwid/ adj 1 drooping or flagging (as if) from exhaustion; 
weak 2a spmlless or apathetic in character b esp of literary style lacking 
colour, uninteresting 3 lacking force or quickness, esp of movement; 
sluggish [MF languide, fr L languidus, fr Janguere to languish - more at 
SI ack] - languidly adv, languidnesa n 

languish /‘lang-gwish/ vi I to be or become feeble or enervated 2a to 
become dispinted or depressed; pine - often + /or b to lq;ie intensity or 
urgency (his interest ed> c to suffer hardship or neglect < ~ ed in pnson 
for 2 years} 3 to assume an expression of emotion appealing for sympathy 
[ME languishen, fr MF languiss-, stem of languir, fr (assumed) VL 
languire, fr L languere] ~ langnishingly adv, Isnguiahment n 
languor /‘langgd/ n 1 weakness or weariness of body or mind 2 a feeling 
or mood of wistfulness or dreaminess 3 heavy or soporific stillness [ME, 
fr OF, fr L, fr languere] - languorous adj, languorously adv 
langur /lung'gooa/ n any of vanous Asiatic slender long- tailed monkeys 
[Hindi lagur] 

lank /langk/ adj 1 lean, gaunt 2 straight, limp, and usu greasy hair} 
[(avsumed) ME. fr OE hlanc, akin to OHG hlanca loin, L clingere to 
girdle] - lankly adv, lankness n 

lanky /langki/ adj ungracefully tall and thin lankily adv, lanki- 
ness n 

lanner /'lana/ n (the female oO a falcon of S Europe, SW Asia, and Afnca 
[ME laner, fr MF lanier] 
lanneret /'lana.ret/ n a male lanner 

lanolin, lanoline /'lanalin/ n wool grease, esp when refined for use in 
ointments and cosmetics [L lana wool + ISV -o/ f -in] 
lantern /'lantan/ n 1 a portable protective case with transparent win- 
dows that houses a light (e g a candle) 2a the chamber in a lighthouse 
containing the light b a structure above an opening in a roof which has 
glazed or open sides for light or ventilation 3 magic lantern [ME 
lanteme, fr MF. fr L lantema, fr Gk lampter, fr lampetn to shine - more 
at lamp] 

'lantern .fly n any of several large bnghtly marked insects havmg a 
hollow structure at the front of the head once thought to emit light 
lanthanide /'lanthanied/ n any one of a senes of elements of increasing 
atomic numbers beginning with lanthanum (S7) or cerium (S8) and 
ending with lutetium (71) [ISV] 

lanthanum /'lanthanam/ n a white sofl malleable metallic clement that 
occurs »r- rare-earth minerals periodic tablf [NL, fr Gk /an- 
thaneip Ic escape notice] 

lanugo /b'nyoohgoh/ n sofl downy hair, esp that covering the foetus of 
some mammals, including humans [L, down - more at wool] 
lan>ard /lanyad/ n la piece of rope or line for fastening sthg on board 
ship SHIP 2 a cord worn round the neck as a decoration or to hold 
sthg (e g a knife) 3 a cord used in finng certain types of cannon [alter, 
of ME lanyer, fr MF laniere] 

Lao /low/ n or adj, pi Laos, esp collectively Lao (a member or the 
lan^age) of a Tai people living in Laos and adjacent parts of NE Thailand 

l\ngi;agf 

Laodicean /.layohdi'see an/ n or adj (one who is) lukewarm or indiffer- 
ent with regard to religion or politics [Laodicea (now Latakia), ancient 
cii> in Asia Minor, fr the reproach to the church of the Laodiceans in 
Rev 3.15-16] 

Laotian /lay'ohsh(a)n, 1owsh(9)n/ n a Lao [prob fr F laotien, adj ft n. 
irreg fr Lao] - Laotian adj 

Map /lap/ n (the clothing covering) the front part of the lower trunk and 
thighs of a seated person [ME lappe, fr OE laeppa; akin to OHG lappa 
flap, L lahi to slide > more at sleep] - lapftil n - drop/land (sth^ In 
aonieone*8 lap to (cause to) become shy's responsibility - is the lap of 
luxury in an environment of great ease, comfort, and w^th > in the lap 
of the goda beyond human influence or control 
‘lap vb -pp- vt la to fold or wrap over or round h to envelop entirely; 
swathe 2 to surround or hold protectively (as iO in the lap 3s to place 
or lie so as to (partly) cover (one another) tiles on a roof} b to unite 
(e g beams or timbers) so as to preserve the same breadth and depth 
throughout 4s to dress, smooth, or polish (e g a metal surface) to a high 
degree of refinement or accuracy b to work (2 surfaces) together with or 
without abrasives until a very close fit is produced 5s to overtake and 
thereby lead or increase the lead over (another contestant) by a full circuit 
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Chronological table of the English language 

date and period historical development 


AD 450 Old English 

GSse, 

1c;dprece 

inglisc' 


900 


English develops from the languages of the 
West Germanic tribes (Angles, Saxons, and 
Jutes) who invade Britain in the 5th and 6th 
centuries and drive the Celtic-speaking 
population north and west. 

Arrival of St Augustine and his missionaries 
marks beginning of the conversion of the 
English to Christianity. Many religious 
terms are borrowed from Latin. 

The invasions by the Danes and Norwegians 
in the 9th and 1 0th centuries introduce a 
large number of Norse words into English 
The West Saxon dialect emerges as the mam 
form of Old English and is used in the 
literature of the period. 


1 1 00 Middle English 

Yis; 
t speke 
1300 Englyssh 


1400 


After the Norman Conquest French is used as 
the language of government, business, and 
the ruling classes for 200 years. 

The grammatical endings of nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives in Old English become 
simplified 

By the 1 4th century the East Midland dialect 
of London emerges as the standard form of 
English and is used as the literary language. 

Henry IV (1399-1413) is the first English- 
speaking king to rule since 1066. 


1500 


1600 


Early 

Modern English 


Yes, 

I speeke 
English 


The spread of printing (1475 onwards) helps 
stabilize the written language so that it 
becomes suitable for serious literary works 
(eg Tyndale's translation of the New 
Testament in 1 525) 

The revival of interest in Classical Latin and 
Greek leads to many learned words being 
introduced 

The 'great vowel shift' that began in 
Chaucer's day brings about major changes in 
pronunciation (Chaucer's pronunciation of 
house probably rhymed with goose. 
Shakespeare's with gross). 


extracts from period texts 

Hwast, wS Gar-Dena in geardagum 

Hear: We the Spear-Danes in days of yore 

beodeyninga t>rym gefrunon 

the people 's kings ' glory have heard tell of 

hCi j)a a 0 t>elingas ellen fremedon 

hovr those princes deed of bravery performed 

(Hear* We have heard tell of the glory of the 
Danish kings in days of yore, and.of how 
those princes performed deeds of bravery i) 

Beowulf (mainly W 
8th century, 
written down 
late 10th century 


Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote 
When showers sweet 

The droghte of March hath perced to the roote, 
drought pierced 

And bathed every veyne in swich licour 
vein such moisture 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour 
By power flower 

Chaucer, Canterbury 
General Prologue 
(SE Midland 
late 1 4th century) 




To be, or not to be, that is the question, 
Whether tis nobler in the minde to suffer 
The slings and arrowes of outragious fortune. 
Or to take Armes against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing, end them. 


Shakespeare 
Hamlet 
(2nd Quarto 
1604) 



1700 

1800 


1900 


Later Samuel Johnson's first major English 

Modern English dictionary (published 1755) attempts to fix 
and refine the language further 

The growth of British colonial power up to 
the late 1 9th century leads to the spread of 
English as a world language and the 
emergence of distinct varieties of English in 
countries like North America, South Africa, 
and Australia 

Present-day Present-day English is almost an international 
English language, spoken, either as a first or second 

language, in most parts of the world. It has 
borrowed words from countless other 
languages, and the boom m science and 
technology has led to the creation of large 
numbers of new words, many of them 
derived from Latin and Greek English today is 
richer than ever before, but, like all living 
languages, it is still in the process of 
changirig. 


Yes, ■ 
(speak 


I have protracted my work till most of those 
whom I wished to please, have sunk into the 
grave, and success and miscarriage are 
empty sounds* I therefore dismiss it with 
frigid tranquillity, having little to fear or hope 
from censure or from praise. 

Samuel Johnson. Preface to 
4 Dictionary of the 
English Language 
(mid 1 8th century) 



British Airways is considering introducing 
gambling, such as bingo and fruit machines, 
on long-haul flights in an attempt to win 
passengers. As the fight for passengers and 
financial survival hots up among international 
airlines, the company has commissioned 
market research on various forms of in-flight 
entertainment. 


(Prom a news report, 1981; the passage 
contains at least 1 2 words, or senses of 
words, unknown in Shakespeare's time) 
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English imported 

English contains words derived, directly and indirectly, from 
over 100 languages, besides owing a great deal to Latin, 
German, French and Greek. Sources of some of these 
borrowings are shown with approximate dates of their 
introduction into English. 



EUROPE 

BRITISH ISLES 

1 Cornish 
wrasse 1670 
porbeagle 1760 

2 Irish Gaelic 
shamrock 1670 
brogue 1590 
tory 1640 
galore 1670 
whisky 1710 
smithereens 1840 

3 Scottish Gaelic 
clan 1420 
slogan 1510 
cairn 1530 
trousers 1610 

4 Welsh 
coracle 1 560 
flummery 1620 
cwm 1850 
corgi 1920 

6 Czech 
pistol 1570 
howitzer 1 700 
robot 1920 

6 Dutch 
frolic 1 540 
yatch 1 560 
landscape 1600 
b andy 1620 
easel 1630 
cruise 1650 
sleigh 1 700 
spook 1800 
boss (chief) 1820 
dope 1850 

Pfrance 

7 Breton 
bijou 1840 
menhir 1840 
dolmen 1860 

8 French 
capon 1000 
proud 1050 
juggler 1 1 00 
prison 1 1 20 
duke 1 1 30 
justice 1 1 40 
market 1 1 50 
standard 1 1 50 
grace 1 1 70 
catch 1 200 
boil(vb) 1220 
city 1220 
judge 1 220 
face 1290 
manor 1290 
parliament 1290 
pork 1 290 
voice 1 290 
beef 1300 
tailor 1300 
carpenter 1320 
due 1340 
scent 1370 
village 1380 
kestrel 1477 
guardian 1420 
attainder 1470 


FRANCE 

serviette 1490 
fricassee 1570 
role 1600 
cadet 1610 
cajole 1640 
entre nous 1 690 
glacier 1740 
bidet 1 760 
brochure 1760 
frisson 1 780 
aspic 1 790 
stance 1800 
gourmet 1820 
communism 1840| 
cancan 1850 
hangar 1850 
monocle 1860 
frappS 1890 
garage 1900 
camouflage 1910 
discotheque 1950| 
9 Gaulish 
andiron 1300 
bracket 1580 

10 Provencal 
nutmeg 1360 
funnel 1400 
cocoon 1700 
nougat 1830 

11 Remlsh 
grime 1470 
hunk 1810 

12 German 
plunder 1630 
spanner 1640 
zinc 1650 
quartz 1760 
poodle 1820 
dachshund 1680 
seminar 1890 


GREECE 

1 3 Ancient Greek 
priest 600 
church 700 
devil 700 
angel 950 
hypocrisy 1220 
allegory 1 380 • 
diaphragm 1400 
idea 1430 
alphabet 1510 
drama 1 520 
anemone 1550 
rhythm 1560 
bulb 1570 
larynx 1580 
pathos 1 580 
cosmos 1650 
Modern Greek 
moussaka 1940 
enosis 1950 

14 Hungarian 
hussar 1530 
coach 1560 
goulash 1870 
paprika ]|^00 


IBERIAN PENINSULA 

1 5 Basque 
chaparral 1850 * 
jai alai 1910 

16 Catalan 
brocade 1 560 
barrack 1690 
aubergine 1790 

17 Portuguese 
marmalade 1530 
caste 1 550 
molasses 1 580 
tank 1620 
albino 1 780 


IBERIAN PENINSULA 

18 Spanish 
cask 1530 
galleon 1 530 
mosquito 1 580 
sherry 1610 
cargo 1660 
stevedore 1790 
ranch 1810 
silo 1830 

ITALIAN PENINSULA 

19 Etruscan 
histrionic 1 560 
mantissa 1640 

Italian 

cupola 1 550 
squadron 1 560 
stanza 1 590 
macaroni 1600 
umbrella 1610 
balcony 1620 
regatta 1650 
sonata 1690 
portfolio 1720 
influenza 1740 
mozzarella 1910 
Latin 

candle 700 
dish 700 
street 700 
wine 700 
temple 820 
anchor 880 
port (harbour) 890 
rose 890 
mite 970 
altar 1000 
cheese IdOO 
cup 1 000 
fever 1000 
pear 10^0 


NEAR EAST 


30 Akkadian 

33 Hebrew 

ziggurat 1880 

rabbi 1000 

31 Arabic 

shibboleth 1380 

alkali 1 390 

34 Persian 

syrup 1390 

spinach 1 530 

lemon 1400 

turban 1 560 

algebra 1 540 

bazaar 1600 

1 magazine 1 580 

sherbet 1600 

monsoon 1 580 

shawl 1660 

sash 1 590 

36 Turkish 

emir 1620 

divan 1 590 

sofa 1620 

coffee 1600 

harem 1630 

cossack 1600 

alcove 1680 

jackal 1600 

ghoul 1 790 

kiosk 1620 

32 Aramaic 

yoghourt 1620 

abbot 880 
dragoman 13^? 

bosh 1830 


ITALIAN PENINSULA 

SCANDINAVIA 

capital (adi) 1220 

22 Danish 

minor 1 300 

troll 1610 

translate 1300 

23 Faroase 

necessary 1340 

skua 1680 

create 1 380 

24 Finnish 

tradition 1 380 

sauna 1950 

cancer 1 390 

25 Icelandic 

respect 1 390 

Older 1740 

cadaver 1400 

geyser 1 780 

ligament 1400 

26 Lapp 

major 1400 

tundra 1 840 

neuter 1400 

27 Norwegian 

punctual 1400 

lemming 1600 

provide 1410 

fiord 1670 

minute (adj) 1420 

kiaken 1 750 

separate 1430 

floe 1820 

spine 1430 

ski 1850 

frustrate 1450 

slalom 1920 

aggravate 1470 

28 Old Norse 

legal 1 500 

egg (n) 800 

pauper 1510 

call 1000 

enormous 1 530 

law 1000 

Item 1 530 

fellow 1010 

segregate 1 540 

take 1 1 00 

fusion 1 550 

die(vb) 1130 

section 1 560 

root 1 1 50 

select 1 570 

crook 1 1 70 

strict 1 590 

anger 1 200 

radius 1600 

raise 1 200 

specimen 1610 

seat 1200 

insomnia 1620 

they 1 200 

curl 1630 

want 1 200 

onus 1640 

sky 1220 

data 1650 

window 1 220 

simulate 1650 

loan 1240 

rabies 1660 

leg 1270 

fulcrum 1 670 

dirt 1 300 

lens 1690 

weak 1 300 

momentum 1 700 

flat 1320 

calix 1710 

odd 1330 

propaganda 1 7 20 

snub 1 340 

alibi 1730 ^ 

29 Swedish 

prospectus t:780 

gauntlet (as in 

hibernate 1^0 

rur) the 

omnibus 1830 

gauntlet) 1660 

sanatorium 1%70 

tungsten 1770 

referendum t,880 

moped 1950 

20 Polish 
mazurka 1820 

21 Russian 
muzhik 1570 
tsar 1670 
vodka 1800 
samovar 1830 
pogrom 1880 
cosmonaut 1960 

ombudsmani 950| 
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NORTH AMERICA 

36 Abnaki 

skunk 1630 
wigwam 1630 

37 Algonquian 
moccasin 1610 
toboggan 1830 

38 Cree 

pemmican 1800 

39 Eskimo 
kayak 1 760 
igloo 1850 


40 Greenland Eskimo 
anorak 1920 

41 Narraganset 

papooso 1630 
squash 

(vegti table) 1640 
wampum 1640 

42 Ojibwa 
totem 1770 


ASIA 

43 Balti 

polo 1870 

44 Bengali 
dinghy 1800 

45 Burmese 
chindit 1 940 

46 Chinese 
silk 1000 
tea 1650 
kowtow 1800 
tycoon 1860 
yen 1870 

47 Hindi 
bungalow 1680 
dungaree 1700 
shampoo 1 760 
jungle 1 780 


pyjamas 1 800 
loot 1840 
gymkhana 1860 
khaki 1 860 

48 Japanese 
kimono 1890 
rickshaw 1 890 
dan 1940 
kamikaze 1 940 

49 Javanese 

junk [ship) 1 550 
palanquin 1590 
gong 1600 

50 Maidive islands 
atoll 1620 

51 Malay 
sago 1550 


bamboo 1600 
gingham 1610 
amok 1660 
ketchup 1710 
caddy 1 790 

52 Malayalam 
copra 1 580 
teak 1 700 

53 Mongolian 
horde 1 560 
mogul 1 590 

54 Sanskrit 
sugar 1290 
lingarn 1720 
avatar 1 780 
suttee 1 790 
yoga 1820 


nirvana 1840 
swastika 1870 

55 Sinhalese 
tourmaline 1 760 
anaconda 1 770 
beriberi 1 880 

56 Tamil 
pariah 1620 
cheroot 16 70 
catamaran 1 700 
mulligatawny 1780 

57 Tibetan ' 
lama 1650 
yak 1 BOO 

58 Tungus 
shaman 1 700 



CENTRAL AMERICA 

59 Nahuatl 

chocolate 1600 
tomato 1600 
coyote 1850 

60 Tamo 
hammock 1550 
hurricane 1550 
mai/e 1 550 
potato 1 560 
tobacco 1 580 
barbecue 1660 


SOUTH AMERICA 

61 Araucanian 
poncho 1 750 

62 Arawakan 
iguana 1550 
canoe 1 560 

63 Guarani 
jaguar 1600 

64 Quechua 
condor 1600 
llama 1600 
puma 1 780 
quinine 1830 

65 Tupi 
toucan 1 570 
tapioca 1710 
cougar 1770 
petunia 1820 


AFRICA 


66 Afrikaans 
spoor 1820 
commando 1830 
trek 1850 
apartheid 1950 

67 Berber 
zouave 1850 

68 Bushman 
gnu 1780 

69 Coptic 
adobe 1830 

70 Egyptian 
pharoah 890 
ivory 1300 
gum 1 390 
nitre 1400 


71 Ewe 
voodoo 1 880 

72 Kongo 
chimpanzee 1 740 
zombie 1930 

73 Malagasy 
raffia 1880 

74 Swahili 
bwana 1880 

75 Tswana 
tsetse 1850 

76 Zulu 
mamba 1890 
impald 1 900 


AUSTRALASIA 

77 Australian 
native languages 

kangaroo 1 770 
dingo 1 790 
wombat 1800 
boomerang 1830 
wallaby 1830 
budgerigar 1850 

78 Hawaiian 
lei 1840 
ukulele 1 900 


79 Maori 
kiwi 1830 
moa 1840 

80 Tahitian 
tattoo 1770 

81 Tongan 
taboo 1 780 
kava 1820 


lap 
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of a racetrack b to complete a circuit of (a racetrack) ^ vi 1 to overlap 
2 to traverse or complete a circuit of a course 
*lap n la the amount by which one object overlaps another b the part of 
an object that overlaps another 2 a smoothing and polishing tool (e g for 
metal or precious stones), usu consisting of a rotating disc covered with 
abrasive 3 a layer of a flexible substance (e g fibres or paper) wound round 
sthg. esp a roller 4a (the distance covered dunng) the act or an instance 
of moving once round a closed course or track b one stage or segment 
of a larger unit (e g a journey) c one complete turn (e g of a rope round 
a drum) 

•lap vb -pp- VI 1 to take in liquid witbthe tongue 2 to move in little waves, 
usu making a gentle splashing sound <rAe sea ped gently against the 
edge of the quay) vt la to take in (liquid) with the tongue b to take 

in eagerly or quickly - usu ^ up <//ie crowd ^ ped up every word he saidy 

2 to flow or splash against in little waves [ME lapen, fr OE lapian-, akin 
to OHG laffan to lick, L lambere, Gk laphyssein to devour] 

■lapn 1 an act or instance of lapping 2 a thin or weak beverage or food 

3 a gentle splashing sound 

laparotomy /.lapa'roUmi/ n surgical incision through the abdominal 
wail [Gk lapara Hank + ISV -tomy] 
lapdog /lap, dog/ n a small dog that may be held in the lap 
lapel /Id'pel/ n a fold of the top front edge of a coat or jacket that is 
continuous with the collar [dim of 'lap] 

'lapidary /'iapidan/ n sby who cuts, polishes, or engraves precious 
stones 

’lapidary adj la sculptured in or engraved on stone b of or relating to 
(the cutting oO gems 2 of literary style having the elegance and dignity 
associated with monumental inscnptions [L lapidanus of stone, fr lapid-, 
lapis stone; akin to Gk lepas crag] 

lapillus /b'pibs/ n, pi lapilli /-lie/ a small fragment of lava ejected in 
a volcanic eruption - usu pi [L, dim of lapis] 
lapis laiuli /.lapis 'lazyoolie, -h/ n (the colour oO a rich blue semipre- 
cious stone [ME, fr ML, fr L lapis 4 ML lazuli, gen of lazulum lapis 
lazuli, fr Ar lazaward - more at azure ] 

'lap .Joint n a joint made by overlapping 2 ends or edges and fastening 
them together - lap^Jolnted adj 
Laplander /lap.landd/ n i.app 1 

Lapp /lap/ n 1 a member of a nomadic people of N Scandinavia and the 
Kola peninsula of N Russia 2 also Lappish any or all of the Finno-Ugne 
languages of the Lapps [Sw, perh akin to MHG lappe simpleton] > Lapp 
adj, Lappish adj 

lappet /lapit/ n 1 a fold or flap on a garment or headdress 2 a flat 
overlapping or hanging piece, esp of flesh or membrane (c g the wattle of 
a bird) [7ap 4 -ef] 

'lapse /laps/ n 1 a slight error (e g of memory or in manners) 2a a drop; 
specif a drop in temperature, humidity, or pressure with increasing height 
b an esp moral fall or decline <a ^ from grace} 3a(l) the legal 
termination of a nght or privilege through failure to exercise it (2) the 
termination of insurance coverage for nonpayment of premiums b a 
decline into disuse 4 an abandonment of religious faith 5 a continuous 
passage or elapsed period (^returned after a of several years} [L lapsus, 

fr lapsus, pp of labi to slip - more at sleep ] 

’lapse VI la to fall or depart from an attained or accepted standard or level 
(e g of morals) - usu v from b to sink or slip gradually <rhe guests ^ d 
into silence when the speech began} 2 to go out of existence or use 3 to 
pass to another propnetor by omission or negligence 4 of time to run its 
course; pass 

'lapse .rate n the rate of change of temperature, humidity, or pressure 
with changing height 

lapsua linguae /.lapsas 'ling gwi/ n a slip of the tongue [L] 
lapwing /lapwing/ n a crested Old World plover noted for its shnll 
wailing cry [ME, by folk etymology fr OE hleapewinc&, akin to OE 
hleapan to leap, wincian to wink] 

larboard /lahbad/ n, archaic *port [ME ladeborde] - larboard adj 
larceny /lahsani/ n theft [ME, fr MF larcin theft, fr L latrocinium 
robbery, fr tatron-, latro mercenary soldier; akin to OE unhed poor, Gk 
latroa pay] 

larch /iahch/ n (the wood oO any of a genus of trees of the pine family 
with short deciduous leaves [prob fr G larche, fr L /anc-, larix] 

'lard /lahd/ vt la to dress (e g meat) for cooking by inserting or covenng 
with fat, bacon, etc b to cover with grease 2 to intersperse or embellish 
(e g speech or writing) with sthg 

’lard ii a soft white solid fat obtained by rendenng the esp abdominal fat 
of a pig [ME, fr OF, fr L lardum; akin to L laetus glad, largus abundant, 
Gk larittos fat] - lardy adj 


larder /lahda/ n a place where food is stored; a pantry [ME, fr MF 
lardier, fr OF, fr lard] 

lardon /'lahd(3)n/ n a strip (e g of pork fat or bacon) with which meat 
1 $ larded - compare bard [F. piece of fat pork, fr OF, fr lard] 
lardoon /lah'doohn/ n a lardon 

'lardy .cake /labdi/ n a sweet cake made with yeast dough, dned fruit, 
and lard 

lares and penates /.lahreez and pe'nahteez/ n pi \ the Ancient 
Roman household gods 2 the goods of a household [lares fr L. pi of lar, 
a Roman household god; penates fr L, Roman household gods] 
Largactil /lah'gaktil/ trademark - used for chlorpromazine 
'large /lahj/ adj 1 having more than usual power, capacity, or scope 2 
exceeding most other things of like kind (in quantity or size) 3 dealing 
in great numbers or quantities; operating on an extensive scale <a ~ and 
highly profitable business} [ME, fr OF, fr L largus] ~ largeness n, largish 
adj 

’large n - at large 1 without restraint or confinement; at liberty <//ie 
escaped pnsoner is still at large) 2 as a whoi e {society at large) 
large calorie n a kilocalorie 

large inteatine n the rear division of the vertebrate intestine that is 
divided into caecum, colon, and rectum, and concerned esp with the 
resorption of water and formation of faeces 
'largely /lahjli/ adv to a large extent 

.large-'scale adj 1 involving great numbers or quantities 2 of a map 
showing much detail 

largess, largesse /lah'jes/ n 1 liberal giving, esp to an inferior 2 sthg (e g 
money) given generously as a gift [ME largesse, fr OF, fr large] 

.large 'white n any of a British breed of large long-bodied white pigs 
larghetto /lah'getoh/ n. adv, or adj, pi larghettos (a movement that is) 
slower than andante but not as slow as largo - used in music [adj It. 
somewhat slow, dim of largo, n & adv fr adj] 

largo /lahgoh/ n. adv, or adj, pi largos (a movement to be) played in a 
very slow and broad manner - used in music [adj It, slow, broad, fr L 
largus abundant^ & adv fr adj] 

lari /lahri/ n Maldtve Islands at nai ionalh v (Per Ian] 
lariat /1an*9t/ n, chiefly NAm a lasso [AmerSp la reata the lasso, fr Sp 
la the (fern of el, fr L ille that) «- AmerSp reata lasso, fr Sp reatar to tie 
' again, fr re- atar to tie, fr L aptare to fit - more at adapt] 

'lark /lahk/ n any of numerous brown singing«birds mostly of Europe, 
Asia, and northern Afnca, esp a skylark [ME, fr OE lawerce, akin to 
OHG lenhha lark] 

’lark VI to have fun - usu 4 about or around [prob alter of E dial lake 
(to frolic), fr ME laiken, fr ON leika to play, dance] 

*lark n 1 a lighthearted adventure; also a prank 1 Bra type of activity, 
esp a business, job {it's a good 80 quid a week, own car, and no 
questions asked} USE infml 

larkspur /lahLspuh/ n a delphinium; esp a cultivated annual del- 
phinium grown for its bright irregular fiowers [fr the spur-shaped 
calyx] 

larrikin /lankin/ n, Austr a hooligan [perh fr Larry (nickname for 
Lawrence) 4 -kin] 

larrup /'larap/ vt, Br dial to beat soundly - infml [perh imit] 
larva /lahva/ n, pi lanrae /-vi/ 1 the immature, wingless, and often 
wormlike feeding form that hatches from the egg of many insects and is 
transformed into a pupa or chrysalis from which the adult emerges 
LIFE CYCi E 2 the early form (e g a tadpole) of an animal (e g a frog) that 
undergoes metamorphosis before becoming an adult [NL, fr L, spectre, 
mask; akin to L lar, Roman household deity] - larnl adj 
larvi' comb form larva <larvicyde) [NL. fr fairva] 
larvicide /lahvisied/ n an agent for killing larval pests 
laryng-, laryngo- comb form 1 larynx {latyngitis} 2 laryngeal and 
. {laryngopharyngeal} [NL, fr Gk, fr laryng-, larynx] 
laryngaal /.larin'jee-al, b'nnji-al/ n a nerve, grtery. etc that supplies or 
IS assoaated with the larynx 

laryngectomy /.laring'gektami/ n surgical removal of (part oO the 
larynx 

laryngitia /.larin'jietas/ n inflammation of the larynx [NL] - laryngitlc 
/-'jitik/ adj 

larynx /lanngks/ n. pi larynges /la'rinjeea/, larynxes the modified 
upper pan of the trachea of air-breathing vertebrates that contains the 
cords tn human beings, most other mammals, and a few lower forms 
DiOESTtoN [NL laryng-, larynx, fr Gk] - laryngeal /.larin'jee'al, 
b*rinji-al/ 

laaagna /la'zanya/ n (a baked dish of minced meat, sauce, and) pasta in 
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the form of broad flat sheets [It, pi of lasagna, fr (assumed) VL lasanta, 
fr L lasanum cooking-pot, fr Gk lasanon chamber pot] 
lascar /'laska/ n, often cap an E Indian sailor, army servant, or artillery- 
man [Hindi lashkar army, E Jascar influenced in meaning by Hindi 
lashkan soldier, sailor] 

lascivious /b'sivi as/ adj inclined or inciting to lechery or lewdness [L 
Jascivia wantonness, fr lascivus wanton - more at i.us r] - lasciviously adv, 
lasciviousness n 

lase /layz/ vi to function as a laser by emitting coherent light 
[back-formation fr /aser] 

laser /'layzp/ n a device that generates an intense beam of coherent light 
or other electromagnetic radiation of a single wavelength by using the 
natural oscillations of atoms or molecules [/ight amplification by stimu- 
lated emission of radiation] 

Mash /lash/ vi 1 to move violently or suddenly 2 to beat, pour (^rain ^ed 
downy 3 to attack physically or verbally, (as lO with a whip - often . 
at, against, or out ^vt 1 to stnke quickly and forcibly (as lO with a lash 
2a to dnve (as iQ with a whip, rouse <'^ed the crowd into a frenryy b 
to cause to lash [ME lashen, perh of imit origin] 

'lash n la(l) a stroke (as if) with a whip (2) (the flexible pan oO a whip 
b a sudden swinging movement or blow 2 violent beating (the - of a 
north windy 3 an eyelash 4 Austr Sl NZ an attempt, go ~ infml 
Mash vt to bind or fasten with a cord, rope, etc [ME lasschen to lace, fr 
MF lacier - more at Hace] - lasher n 
Mashing /'lashing/ n a physical or verbal beating ['lash] 

‘lashing n sthg used for binding, wrapping, or fastening [^lash] 
'lashings n pi an abundance ~ usu + of of hot watery, infml [fr 
gerund of 'lash] 

lash out V/ 1 to make a sudden violent physical or verbal attack - usu 
1 at or against 2 Br to spend unrestrainedly - often + on, infml 
lass /las/', lassie / 'Iasi/ n a young woman, a girl [ME las] 
lassa fever /'lass/ n an acute severe often fatal virus disease of tropical 
countries [la.ssa, village in northern Nigcna] 

lassitude /'lasityoohd/ n 1 fatigue, weanness 2 languor, listlessness 
[MF, fr L lassitude, fr lassus weary - more at M,et] 

Masso /la'sooh, 'lasoh/ n, pi lassos, lassoes a rope or long thong of leather 
with a running noose that is used esp for catching horses and cattle [Sp 
lazo, fr L laqueus snare - more at dpi ight] 

‘lasso vt lassos, lassoes; lassoed; lassoing to catch (as lO with a lasso - 
lassoer n 

Mast /lahsl/ vi 1 to continue in time 2a to remain in good or adequate 
condition, use, or effectiveness b to manage to continue (e g in a course 
of action) c to continue to live (he won't ^ much longery v/ I to 
continue in existence or action as long as or longer than - often < out 
(couldn't ^ out the trainingy 2 to be enough for the needs of (the 
supplies will ~ them a weeky [ME lasten, fr OE liestan to last, follow, 
akin to OE last footpnnt] - laster n 

‘last adj 1 following all the rest c g a final, latest b being the only 
remaining (his ~ pouncT; 2 of the final stage of life ntesy 3 next 
before the present, most recent < ^ weeky (this is better than his ^ booky 
4a lowest in rank or standing, also worst b least suitable or likely (he’d 
be the-- person to fall for flatteryy 5a conclusive, definitive <r/ie word 
on the suhjecty b single - used as an intensive (ate every — scrapy [ME, 
fr OE latest, super I of laet late] - lastly adv - last but one 1 second most 
recent 2 penultimate 

‘last adv 1 after all others, at the end (came ^ and left firsty 2 on the 
most recent occasion (when we - mety 3 in conclusion, lastly (and 
the economic aspect} 

Mast n sby or sthg last - at last/at long last after everything, finally, esp 
after much delay ~ to the last till the end 
*last 0 a form (e g of metal) shaped like the human foot, over which a shoe 
IS shaped or repaired [ME. fr OE laestc, fr last footpnnt, akin to OHG 
last shoemaker’s last, L lira furrow - more at learn] 

, last-ditch adj made as a final effort, esp to avert disaster <a ^ 
attempt} 

lasting /lahsting/ adj existing or continuing for a long while [prp of 
'last] - lastingly adV, lastingncss n 

.last 'post n the second of 2 bugle calls sounded at the hour for retinng 
in a military camp; also such a bugle call sounded at a military funeral 
or tattoo 

.last 'straw n the last of a senes (e g of events or indignities) stretching 
one's patience beyond its limit [fr the fable of the last straw that broke 
the camel's back when added to his burden] 

.Last 'Suppar n the supper eaten by Jesus and his disciples on the night 


of his betrayal in which he requested them to celebrate the Euchanst in 
his memory 

.last 'thing adv as the final action, esp before going to bed (always has 
a cup of cocoa - at night} 

.Last 'Things n pi events (e g the resurrection and divine judgment of 
all mankind) marking the end of the world, specif death, judgment. 
Heaven, and Hell in Catholic theology [trans of ML Sovissima] 

.last 'word n 1 the final remark in a verbal exchange 2 the power of final 
decision 3 the most up-to-date or fashionable example of its kind (the - 
in sports cars} 

latakia /.lata'kia/ n, often cap a highly aromatic oriental smoking 
tobacco [Latakia, seaport in Syna] 

Match /lach/ vi 1 to attach oneself < - ed onto a nch widow} 2 to gain 
understanding or comprehension USE * on or onto [ME lachen, fr OE 
Iseccan, akin to Gk lambanein to take, seize] 

‘latch n 1 a fastener (e g for a door) with a pivoted bar that falls into a 
notch on the door post 2 a fastener (e g for a door) in which a spnng slides 
a bolt into a hole when the door is shut - latch vt 
'latch, key /-.kee/ n a key to an outside (front) door 
'latch, key .child n, chiefly Br a child whose mother is regularly out on 
his/lier return from school; specif one given a key to let him-/ 
herself in 

Mate /layt/ adj la occurnng or arnving after the expected time (a ^ 
spring} b of the end of a specified time span (the ^ Middle Ages} 2a 
(recently) deceased - used with reference to names, positions or specified 
relationships (the — James Scott} (his ^ wife} (the — chairman} bjust 
prior to the present, esp as the most recent of a succession (the ^ 
government} (some — news has just arnved} 3 far on in the day or night 
(it's to<y - to go now} [MF, late, slow, fr OE laet, akin to OHG laz slow, 
OE laetan to let] - lateness n 

‘late adv la after the usual or proper time (stayed up > b at or near 
the end of a period of time or of a process often ^ on (^ on m the 
experiment} 2 until lately (Dr Evans, — of Birmingham, now lectures 
at Durham} ~ of late in the period shortly or immediately before, recently 
(have not seen him of late) 

lateen /b'teen/ adj of or being a ng charactenzed by a tnangular sail 
hung from a long spar set obliquely on a low mast [F (voile) latine lateen 
sail, fr MF, fern of latin, lit , Latin, fr L latinus, fr its use in the 
Mediterranean] 

lately /"laytli/ adv recently, of i ate (has been fnendlier -- > 

'latency .period, latency /'layt(3)nsi/ n a stage of personality develop- 
ment observed in W Europe, N Amenca, and some other cultures, that 
extends from about the age of 5 to puberty, and dunng which sexual urges 
appear to lie dormant 

La T 6ne /lah 'ten (Fr la ti n)/ adj of the later penod of the Iron Age in 
Europi dating from the 5ih c bc to the Roman conquests [La Tme, 
shallows of the Lake of Neuchatel, Switzerland, where remains of it were 
first discovered] 

latent /'layt(3)nt/ adj present but not manifest (a - infection} (his 
desire for success remained ~ > [L latent-, latens, fr prp of latere to lie 
hidden, akin to OHG luog den, Gk lanthanem to escape notice] - latency 
/-Sl/ n. latently adj 

.latent 'heat n heat given off or absorbed in a change of phase without 
a change in temperature 

'latent .period n 1 the incubation period of a disease 2 the interval 
between stimulation and response 

Materal /'lat(3)r3l/ adj 1 of the side, situated on, directed towards, or 
coming from the side 2 made by allowing air to escape on either or both 
sides of the twngue (I is a - consonant} [L lateralis, fr later-, latus side] 

- laterally aJv 

‘lateral n a lateral consonant 

lateral lin^ n a sense organ along the side of a fish sensiuve to low 
vibrations -Jj" anatomy 

.lateral 'thinking n thinking that concentrates on unexpected aspects 
of a problem or proceeds by seemingly illogical methods 
laterite /lata, net/ n a usu red clay formed from rock decay and 
consisting esp of iron oxides and aluminium hydroxides [L later brick] 

- lateritic /-'ritik/ adj 

latest /’laytist/ n 1 the most recent or currently fashionable style or 
development (the — in diving techniques} 2 the latest acceptable time 
(be home by one at the ^ > [latest, adj, superl of late] 
latex /'layteks/ n, pi latices /'lata.seez/, lateica 1 a milky usu white fluid 
that IS produced by various flowering plants (e g of the spurge and poppy 
families) and is the source of rubber, gutu-percha, chicle, and balata 2 
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a water emulsion of a synthetic rubber or plastic [NL htic-, latex, fr L, 
fluid] - laticiferoua /.lati'sifaras/ adj 

Math ^ahth/ n, pi lathi, /lahths, lahdhz/ lath a thin narrow stnp of wood, 
esp for nailing to woodwork (e g rafters or studding) as a support (e g for 
tiles or plaster) building [ME, fr 0£ hett, akin to OHG latta lath, 
W Hath yard] 

*lath vt to cover or line with laths - lathing n 
Mathe /laydh/ n a former administrative district of Kent [ME, fr OE licth 
estate; akin to ON lath landed property] 

*latha n a machine in which work is rotated about a honzontal axis and 
shaped by a fixed tool [prob fr ME lath supporting stand, prob of Scand 
origin; akin to Dan dad supporting structure; akin to ON hlatha to 
load] 

'lather /'lahdha/ n la a foam or froth formed when a detergent (e g soap) 
IS agitated in water b foam or froth from profuse sweating (e g on a horse) 

2 an agitated or overwrought state [(assumed) ME, fr OE leathor, akin 
to OE Jag lye - more at lye] - lathery adj 

Mather vt 1 to spread lather over 2 to beat severely > infml ^ vi to form 
a (froth like) lather - latherer n 
laticea /'lauseez/ pi of latex 

latlf undium /.lati'fundi-am/ n. pi latifundia /-di-a/ a great landed esute 
[L. fr latus wide ^ fundus piece of landed property - more at bot- 
tom] 

latimerla /Jati'mian-a/ n any of a genus of living coelacanth fishes of 
deep seas off southern Afnca [NL, genus name, fr Matjone Courtenay* 
Latimer 61907 SAfr museum director] 

'Latin /'latm/ adj 1 of Latium or the Latins 2a of or composed in Latin 
b Romance 3 of the part of the Chnstian church using a Latin liturgy, 
broadly roman catholic 4 of the peoples or countries using Romance 
languages 5 chiefly NAm of the peoples or countnes of Latin America 
[ME. fr OE. fr L Latinus, fr Latium, ancient country of Italy] *■ 
Ladnizc vb 

’Latin a 1 the Italic language of ancient Latium and of Rome 
LANGUAGE 2 a member of the people of ancient Latium 3 a member of 
any of the Latin peoples 4 chiefly NAm a native or inhabitant of Latin 
America 

Latinata /latmat, -nayt/ adj of. resembling, or denved from Latm 
.Latin 'Croat n a cross consisting^f a long upright bar crossed near the 
top by a shorter transverse bar symbol 

Latiniam /'latiniz(a)m/ n 1 a characteristic feature of Latin occurnng 
in another language 2 Latin quality, character, or mode of thought 
latin'iza, -ise /'latimez/ vt 1 to give a Latin form or character to 2 
ROMANIZE 2 > latfnization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

'Latin .Quarter n a section of the Left Bank in Paris frequented by 
students and artists [trans of F Quartier Latin] 
latitude /'iatityoohd/ n la the angular distance of a point on the surface 
of a celestial body, esp the earth, measured N or S from the equator - 
compare longitude b the angular distance of a celestial body from the 
ecliptic 2 a region as marked by its latitude - often pi with sing, meaning 

3 (permitted) freedom of action or choice [ME, fr L latitudin-, latitude, 
fr latus wide; akin to Arm Jam wide] - latitudinal /.lati'tyoohdinl/ adj, 
ladtudlnally adv 

latitudinarian /JatLtyoohdi'nean-an/ n or adj (a person) liberal in 
standards of religious belief and conduct; specif a member of the Church 
of England favouring freedom of doctnne and practice within it - 
latitudiBariaiiism n 

latrina /b'treen/ n a small pit used as a toilet, esp m a military camp, 
barracks, etc; broadly a toilet [F, fr L latrina, contr of lavatrina, fr lavere 
to wash - more at lye] 

-latry /-btri/ comb form n) worship <he/iolatry> <idolatry> [ME 
•latne, fr OF, fr LL datria, fr Gk, fr Jatreia] - -later Abta/ comb form 
(- n) 

'lattar /'bta/ adj 1 of the end; later, final <r6e ^ stages of a process'^ 2 
recent, present <iii ^ years) 3 second of 2 things, or last of several things 
mentioned or understood (pfham and beef the ^ mat is chaper today} 
[ME. fr OE Isrtra, compar of Iset bte] 

’latttr a, pi latter the second or last mentioned 
'lattar.clay adj of present or recent times 

,Lattar-,Day 'Saint n a Mormon [fr Mormons* name for themselves, 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints] 

'lattaiiy All/ adv l towards the end or Utter part of a period 2 
lately 

lattl^ /'latis/ n 1 (a window, door, etc having) a framework or structure 
of crossed wooden or metal strips with open spaces between 2 a network 
or design like a lattice 3a a reguUr geometrical arrangement of points or 


objects over an area or in space b the geometncal arrangement of the 
atoms or ions in a crystal [ME latis, fr MF Jams] - Uttice vt, latticed 
adj 

'lattice, work /'.wuhk/ n a lattice or work made of lattices 
Latvian /'latvi-an/ n 1 a native or mhabitant of Latvia; specif a Lett 2 
the Baltic language of the Latvians languagf [Latvia, country in 
N central Europe, since 1940 a constituent republic of USSR] - Latvian 
adj 

'laud /lawd/ n I pi but sing or pi in const r, often cap an office usu 
immediately following matins and forming with it the first of the canoni- 
cal hours 2 praise - used esp in hymns [ME laudes (pi), fr ML, fr L, pi 
of laud-, laus praise; akin to OHG hod song; (2) ME Jaude, fr 
laudes (pi)] 

Maud vt to praise, esp with hymns [L laudare, fr laud-, laus] 
laudable /'Uwdsbl/ adj worthy of praise; commendable - laudableness 
tt, Uudably adv, laudabillty /.lawda'bibti/ n 

laudanum /"lawdanam/ n 1 any of various preparations of opium 
formerly used in medicine 2 a tincture of opium [NL] 
laudatory /'lawddt(a)n/, laudative /-ddtiv/ adj of or expressing 
praise 

'laugh /lahf/ vi la to make the explosive vocal sounds characteristically 
expressing amusement, mirth, joy, or dension b to experience amuse- 
ment, mirth, joy, or dension <^ed inwardly though her face remained 
grave} 2 to produce a sound of or like laughter - chiefly poetic <a ^ ing 
brook} -^vt 1 to influence or bnng to a specified state by laughter ed 
him out of his fears} 2 to utter (as if) with a laugh < - cd her consent) 
3 to dismiss as tnvial - + off or away (you can 7 off a royal commission 

- Alan Villicrs) [ME latighen, fr OE hhehhan, akin to OHG lachen to 
laugh, OE hlowan to moo - more at 'low] - laugher /i, laughingly adv 
~ laugh up one's sleeve to be secretly amused 
Maugh n 1 the act or sound of laughing 2 an expression of mirth or scorn 
3 a means of entertainment; a diversion - often pi with sing meaning 4 
a cause for dension or mernment, a joke - infml (swim in that current'^ 
That's a '^ } 

laughable /'lahbbl/ adj of a kind to provoke laughter or dension, 
ndiculous - laughableness n, laughably adv 
'laughing ,gas n nitrous oxide 

.laughing 'jack.ase n the kookaburra [fr its call, which resembles loud 
laughter] 

'laughing, stock /-.stok/ n an object of ridicule 
laughter /'lahfta/n 1 a sound (as lO of laughing 2 the action of laughing 
« [ME, fr OE hlahtor, akin to OE hliehhan] 

'launch /lawnch/ vt la to throw forward, hurl b to release or send off 
(eg a self-propelled object) <— a rocket} 2a to set (an esp newly built 
boat or ship) afloat b to start or set in motion (e g on a course or career) 
c to introduce (a new product) onto the market (a party to ^ a new book) 
^vi I to throw oneself energetically - + into or out into <^ed into a 
brilliant harangue} 2 to make a start - usu « out or forth < ^ ed forth 
on a long-winded explanation} [ME launchen, fr ONF lancher, fr LL 
lancare to wield a lance - more at lance] 

Maunch n an act or instance of launching 

Maunch n 1 the largest boat earned by a warship 2 a large open or 
half-decked motorboat [Sp or Pg; Sp lancha, fr Pg] 
launcher /'lawncha/ n a device for launching rockets, missiles, etc 
['launch f *-er] 

'launching .pad /lawnching/ n a noninflammable platform from which 
a rocket can be launched 

'launch ,pad n 1 launching pad 2 a base from which sthg is set in 
motion (the project is still on the 

'launch .vehicle n the rocket power source or sources used to launch 
a spacecraft 

launder /'lawnda/ vt 1 to wash (e g clothes) in water 2 to make ready 
- for use by washing, sometimes starching, and ^roning 3 to give (sthg, esp 
money, obtained illegally) the appearance of being respectable or legal 
^ vi to become clean by washing, ironing, etc (clothes that ~ welf) [ME 
launder launderer, contr of lavender, fr MF layandier, fr ML lavandanus, 
fr L lavandus, gerundive of lavare to wash) - launderer n, laundress 
/-dris/ n 

laundaratte /.lawnd(a)'ret/ n a self-service laundry [fr Launderette, a 
trademark] 

Laundromat /'lawndra.mat/ trademark - used for a self-service laun- 
dry 

laundry /'lawndri/ n 1 clothes or cloth articles that have been or are to 
be laundered, esp by being sent to a laundry 2 a place where laundering 
is done; ap a commercial laundering establishment 
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laureate /'lawn st/ n a person specially honoured for achievement in an 
art or science [L Jaureatus crowned with laurel, fr laurea laurel wreath, 
fr fern of laureus of laurel, fr /aurus] - laureate adj, laureateship n 
laurel /'loral/ n 1 any of a genus of trees or shrubs that have alternate 
entire leaves, small flowers, and fruits that are ovoid berries 2 a tree or 
shrub that resembles the true laurel 3 a crown of laurel awarded as a 
token of victory or preeminence, distinction, honour - usu pi with sing, 
meaning [ME lord, fr OF loner, fr lor laurel, fr L laurus] 
lav /lav/ n a lavatory - infml 

lava /'lahva/ n (solidified) molten rock that issues from a volcano 
GEOGRAPHY [It, fr L labcs fall, akin to L labi to slide - more at si eip] 

- lavalike adj 

lavabo /la'vayboh/ n, pi lavabos often cap the celebrant’s ntual 
hand-washing and saying of Psalm 25 6-12 af^ter the offertory at Mass 
[L, I shall wash, fr /avare] 

lavage /'lavij (Fr lava 3 )/ n the therapeutic washing of an organ [F, fr 
MF, fr laver to wash, fr L lavare] 

lavation /la'vaysh(a)n/ n washing, cleansing - fml [L lavanon-, lavatio, 
fr lavatus] - lavatlonal adj 

lavatorial /.lava'tawn al/ adj charactenred by excessive reference to 
lavatones and (the bodily functions associated with) their use, broadly, 
vulgar <'« humour} 

lavatory /iavatn/ /? 1 a toilet 2 NAm a room with facilities for washing 
and usu with 1 or more toilets [ME lavatone washbasin, fr ML 
lavatonum, fr L lavatus, pp of lavare to wash - more at i ye] - lavatory 
adj 

'lavatory .paper n toii ft paper 

lave /layv/ vt to wash, BAriiF I - poetic [ME laven, fr OE lafian, akin 
to OHG labon to wash, both fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr 
L lavare] 

lavender /lavinda/ n 1 a Mediterranean plant of the mint family widely 
cultivated for its narrow aromatic leaves and spikes of lilac-purple flowers 
which are dried and used in perfume sachets 2 pale purple [ME lavendre, 
fr AF, fr ML lavandula] 

Maver /'layva/ n a large basin used for ceremonial ablutions in ancient 
Jewish worship (ME lavour, fr MF lavoir] 

’laver n any of several mostly edible seaweeds [NL, fr L, a water 
plant] 

Mavish /'lavish/ adj 1 expending or bestowing profusely 2 expended, 
bestowed, or produced in abundance [ME lavas abundance, fr MF lavasse 
downpour of rain, fr laver to wash, fr L lavare] - lavishly adj, lavish- 
ness n 

’lavish vt to expend or bestow with profusion 

law /law/ n la(l) a rule of conduct formally recognized as binding or 
enforced by authority ( 2 ) the whole body of such rules {the ~ of the 
land} (3) common law b the control brought about by such law 

- esp in law and order c litigation {ready logo to ^ > 2a a rule one should 
observe b control, authonty 3a ofreo cap the revelation of the will of God 
set out in the Old Testament b cap the first part of the Jewish .senptures. 
the Pentateuch 4 a rule of action, construction, or procedure {the ^sof 
poetry} 5 the law relating to one subject {company — ) 6 often cap the 
legal profession 7 junsprudcncc 8 a a statement of an order or relation 
of natural phenomena {the first ^ of thermodynamics} {Boyle’s b 
a necessary relation between mathematical or logical expressions 9 sing 
or pi in constr, often cap the police - infml [ME, fr OE lagu, of Scand 
ongin, akin to ON log law, pi of lag layer, due place, order, akin to OE 
liegan to lie - more at 'lif] - in/at law according to the law - law unto 
him-Zher-Zltself sby or sthg that docs not follow accepted conventions 

'law-a, biding adj abiding by or obedient to the law 
'law.braaker /-.brayka/ n one who violates the law - lawbrcaking adj 
or n 

lawful /’lawfta)!/ adj 1 allowed by law 2 nghtful {your - Queen} - 
lawfrilly adv, lawfulness n 

'law.giver /-.giva/ n sby who gives a code of laws to a people 
lawka /lawks/ inteij, dial or archaic, Br - used to express surpnsc 
[euphemism for Lord] 

lawlaaa /'lawlis/ adj 1 not regulated by or based on law 2 not restrained 
or controlled by law - lawlessly adv, lawlessness n 
'Law .Lord n a member of the House of Lords qualified to take part in 
Its judicial proceedings 

'law.maker /-.mayka/ n a legislator - lawmaking n 
lawman /law, man, -man/ n, NAm a law-enforcement officer 
law merchant n,pl laws merchant the legal rules formerly applied to 
commercial transactions [ME lawe marchaund (trans of ML lex merca- 
toria), fr lawe law f marchaund, marchant, adj, merchant] 


Mawn /lawn/ n a fine sheer linen or cotton fabnc of plain weave that is 
thinner than cambnc [ME, fr Laon, town in France] - lawny adj 
’lawn n an area of ground (e g around a house or in a garden or park) that 
IS covered with grass and 1 $ kept mowed [ME launde, fr MF lande heath, 
of Celt origin, akin to Olr land open space - more at land] 

'lawn .mower n a machine for cutting grass on lawns 
.lawn 'tennis n tennis played on a grass court - sport 
.law of 'averages n the principle that one extreme will be cancelled out 
by Its opposite, and the balance redressed 
'law .officer n an official appointed to administer and interpret the law, 
specif a British attorney general or solicitor general 
.law of 'nations n international law 
.law of 'war n a code that governs the duties of belligerents 
lawrencii^m /law'rensi-am, io-/ n a short-lived radioactive artificial 
element pfbiodic: tabif [NL. fr Ernest O Lawrence tl958 US 
physiast] 

'law.suit /-.s(y)oohi/ n a noncriminal case in a court of law 
lawyer /lawya, 'loya/ n sby whose profession is to conduct lawsuits or 
to advise on legal matters 

lax /laks/ adj 1 of the bowels loose, open 2 not stnet or stnngent; 
negligent morals} {^ in his duties}, also deficient m firmness or 
precLsion {his ideas arc abit ^} 3a not tense, firm, or ngid, slack {a 
rope} b not compact or exhibiting close cohesion, loose {a ^ flower 
cluster} 4 of a speech sound articulated with the muscles in a relatively 
relaxed state (e g the vowel /i/ in contrast with the vowel /ee/) [ME, fr 
L laxus loose - more at slack] - laxity, lax ness n, laxly adv, taxation 
/lak'saysh(a)n/ n 

laxative /'laksativ/ n or adj (a usu mild purgative) having a tendency to 
loosen or relax the bowels (to relieve constipation) [adj ME laxatif, fr ML 
laxativus, fr L laxatus, pp of laxare to loosen, fr laxus, n fr adj] - 
laxativeness n 

May /lay/ vb laid /layd/ vt 1 to beat or stnke down with force <a blow 
that laid him to the ground} {wheat laid flat by the wind and rain} 2 a 
to put or set down b to place for rest or sleep, esp to bury 3 of a bird 
to produce (an egg) 4 to calm, allay < ^ the dust} {^ a ghost} 5 to bet, 
wager < ^ odds on the favounte} {'^ my life on it} 6 to press down giving 
a smotnh and even surface (laid tarmac on the road} 7a to dispose or 
spread over or on a surface < ^ a cloth on the table} b to set in order 
or position < ^ a table for dinner} {^ bncks} c to pul (strands) in place 
and twist to form a rope, hawser, or cable Sa to put or impose as a duty, 
burden, or punishment - esp ^ on or upon b to put as a burden of 
reproach (laid the blame on him} c to advance a.s an accusation; impute 
<the disaster was laid to faulty inspection} (laid a charge of man- 
slauglit ’r} 9 to place (sthg immatenal) on sthg (^ stress on grammar} 
10 to ;>iepare, contnve (a wc//-laid plan} 11 a to bnng into position or 
against or into contact with sthg (laid the watch to his ear} {the horse 
la’d his cars back} b to prepare or position for action or operation {'^ 
a fire in the fireplace} c to adjust (a gun) to the proper direction and 
elevation 12 to bnng to a specified condition waste the land} 13a to 
assert, allege («- claim to an estate} b to submit for examination and 
judgment (laid hts case before the tribunal} 14 to place fictitiously, locate 
{the scene is laid in wartime London} 15 to put aside for future use, store, 
reserve - « aside, by, in, or up 16 to put out of use or consideration - 
♦ aside or by 17 to copulate with - slang ^ vi 1 esp of a hen to produce 
eggs 2 to wager, bet 3 to apply oneself vigorously <laid to bis oars} 4 
'nr - nonstandard [ME leyen, fr OE leegan; akin to OE began to he - 
more at 'lie] - lay about one to deal blows indiscnmiiiately; lash out on 
all sides - lay bands on 1 to seize forcibly 2 to find - lay into to attack 
with words or blows - lay it on 1 to exaggerate, esp in order to flatter 
or impress {that was really laying it on a bit thick} 2 to charge an 
exorbitant pnee -1 lay on the table to make public; disclose ~ lay low 1 
to knock or bnng down, esp-, destroy 2 to cause to be ill or physically 
weakened - lay open to expose eg a to cut {a blow that laid his head 
open> b to explain or make known; uncover 1 {the facts of the case 
were laid wide open) - lay siege to 1 to besiege militanly 2 to attempt 
to conquer or persuade diligently or persistently 
’lay n 1 (a partner in) sexual intercourse - slang 2 chiefly NAm the 
position or situation in which sthg lies, esp relative to sthg else {the ^ 
of the land} - in lay esp of a hen in condition to lay eggs 
’lay past of lie 

*lay n a simple narrative poem intended to be sung; a ballad [ME, fr OF 
lai] 

’lay atjj 1 of or performed by the laity 2 of domestic or manual workers 
in a religious community {a ^ brother} 3 not belonging to a particular 
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Making Laws 

In the UK law is made by legislation or by case law 

Legislation 

Supreme legislative authority is vested in Parliament and Bills must go through both 
houses and have the Royal Assent before they can become Acts of Parliament Bills can 
be presented in either House, but usually start in the Commons. They may be presented 
on behalf of the government or by a private member, though fewer of the latter reach 
the statute book. 

In the case of Public General Acts, the procedure is as follows 


Delegated legislation is made by 
subordinate authorities acting under the 
authority of parliament 


COMMONS 


LORDS 


1 St reading a formality 


2nd reading debate on general 
principles of the bill 


committee stage examination 
the bill in detail 


report stage brings the house up to 
date with changes 


1 St reading 


□ 




2nd reading 


of 


committee stage 


report stage 


3rd reading passed by Loids 


3rd reading allows for minor changes 
only 


Royal Assent the bill is now law as an 
Act of Parliament 


Orders in council 

made at a formal meeting of the Privy 
Council and the monarch 

Statutory instruments 

made by ministers for specified 
purposes 

Bylaws 

made by local authorities and other 
public bodies 


Case law 

This is based on ludicial precedent 
A decision of a superior court is 
binding on the courts beneath it and 
sometimes on itself It is the 
principle behind the decison which 
constitutes the binding precedent 



Systems of law 

Comparative law studies have grouped the 
mam world legal systems into families, whose 
members resemble each other m institutions 
and methods, usually as a result of a common 
htatory or borrowing. 


Civil law group 

baaed ultimately on the Roman civil 
law 

Common lew group 

based chiefly bn the common law of 

England 

Soclaliflt group 

new legal codes based upon Marxist 
philosophy, but with traces of civil law 

Hybrid ayatema 
basically civil law, but heavily 
influenced by common law ideas and 
rules 



Religious systems 

Religious systems mSy be 
influenced by the common law, 
civil law and/or socialist law 

C Islamic law 

0 Hindu law 

^ Jewish law 
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law<s> 


Principal criminal courts 


ENGLAND AND WALES 



High Court of Justiciary 


(operating as Court 

appeal | 

of Criminal Appeal) 


Divisional court of 

1 ■■ 

i Court of Appeal 

Queen's Bench Division 

I (criminal division) 


Crown ccjurt 


High Court of 
Justiciary 

(original |urisdiction) 


I appeal I rehearing 


c ommittal for trial j 
to Crown court 


Trial magistrates 
1 St instance 


Examining 

magistrates 


Sheriff court 


summary offence 


indictable offence 


I he crirnindl couifi apply the pnncipip that the stale is concernod to see 
tliai crime or misfonduct which affects the community is punished, thus 
benoos rrirnmal cases are brought in the name of the Crown Crimes used 
to be categorised as tteasons, felonies and misdemeanors but since the 
1967 Criminal Law Act they have been divided only into arrestable and 
non-arrestable ol fences 


Principal civil courts 


European court 
in Luxembourg 


reference for prelimmaiy 
ruling over European law 
(EEC treaty Article 1 77) 


ENGLAND AND WALES 


House of Lords 


Court of Appeal 
(civil division) 


SCOTLAND 


Court of Session 
(Inner House) 


Court of Session 
(Outer House) 


High court 



County court 


The civil courts deal with those branches of the law which affect an 
individual's rights and duties in relation to other individuals The civil law 
includes the laws of contract, tort and property as well as family, 
constitutional and administrative law Where both a civil and a criminal 
action are involved, the criminal proceedings are taken first. 
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profession [ME. fr OF lu, fr LL laicus, fr Gk laikos of the people, fr /ao$ 
people] 

layabout /lay^bowt/ n, chiefly Br a lazy shiftless person 
'lay-, by n, pi lay-bys Br a branch from or widening of a road to permit 
vehicles to stop without obstructing traffic 
'lay .day n a day allowed for loading or unloading a vessel 
lay down vt 1 to surrender; give up <laid down her life for the causey 
2ii to begm to construct (e g a ship or railway) b to esublish, prescribe, 
esp to dictate < the lawy 3 to store; specif to store (wine) in a 
cellar 

Mayer /layV n la a single thickness of some substance spread or lying 
over or under another (as part of a series) b any of a series of gradations 
or depths of meaningy 2a a branch or shoot of a plant treated to 

induce rooting while still attached to the parent plant b a plant developed 
by layenng ['lay + ‘-er] 

Mayer vt 1 to propagate (a plant) by means of layers 2 to cut (hair) in 
layers 3 to arrange or form (as iO m layers (potato slices ^ ed with 
cheesey 4 to form out of or with layers ^ v; , of a plant to form roots 
where a stem comes in contact with the ground 
layette /lay'et/ n a complete outfit of clothing and equipment for a 
newborn infant [F. fr MF. dim. of laye box, fr MD lade-, akin to MHG 
lade box. OE hladan to load - more at lade] 

lay figure n l a jointed model of the human body used by artists, esp 
to show the arrangement of drapery 2 a person likened to a dummy or 
puppet [obs layman (lay figure), fr D leeman, fr hd limb + man man] 
layman /'layman/, fern 'lay.womaa n 1 a person not of the clergy 2 a 
person without specud (e g professional) knowledge of some field 
'lay, off /-.of/ n 1 the laying off of an employee or work force 2 a period 
of unemployment, inactivity, or idleness 

lay off yt 1 to cease to employ (a worker), usu temporanly 2a to let alone 
b to avoid <lay off pastry and pud - The Timesy vi to stop or desist, 
specif from an activity causmg annoyance USE {vt 2, vi) infml 
lay on vt, chiefly Br 1 to supply (e g water or gas) to a building 2 to 
supply: organize (cars were laid on) (they laid on a good meafy 
'lay,out /-.owt/ n 1 arranging or laying out 2 the plan, design, or 
arrangement of sthg (e g rooms in a building or matter to be pnnted) laid 
out 3 sthg laid out (a model tram > 

lay out vf 1 to prepare (a corpse) for a funeral 2 to arrange according 
to a plan (flower and lawns were laid out in a formal pattemy 3 to 
knock flat or unconscious 4 to spend 5 to exert (oneselO for a purpose 
USE (except I A 2) infml 

lay raader n a lay person authorized to conduct parts of church 
services 

lay ahaft n an intermediate shaft that receives and transmits power, esp 
in a gearbox [prob fr 'lay] 

lay up W 1 to store up, have or keep for future use 2 to disable or confine 
with illness or injury 3 to take out of active service 
lazar /'lazo/ n, archaic one afflicted with a repulsive disease, specif a leper 
[ME, fr ML lazarus, fr LL Lazarus, beggar with sores mentioned in 
Lk 16:20] 

lazaret /.laza'ret/ n a lazaretto [F, fr It dial, lazareto] 
lazaretto /Jaza'retoh/ n, pi lazarettos 1 a hospital for contagious 
diseases 2 a building or ship used for detention in quarantine 3 a ship’s 
storeroom [It dial, lazareto, alter of nazareto, fr Santa Mana di Nazaret, 
church in Venice that maintained a hospital] 

laze /layz/ vi to act or rest lazily vt to pass (time) away in idleness or 
relaxation [back-formation fr lazy] - laze n 

lazy /'layzi/ adj la disinclined or averse to activity; indolent; also not 
energetic or vigorous (a mannery b encouraging inactivity or indol- 
ence <j aftemoony 2 moving slowly (a ^ nVer) [perh fr MLG lasich 
feeble; akin to MHG erleswen to become weak, ON lasinn dilapidated] 
> lazily adv, laziacsa n 

'lazy.bonee /-.bohnz/ a, pi lazybones a lazy person - infml 
lazy tonga n an arrangement of jointed and pivoted bars capable of great 
extension, used for picking up or handling sthg at a distance 
LCD A a display of numbers, symbols, etc (e g in a digital watch) produced 
by applying an electric current to liquid crystal cells in order to mcrease 
the amount of light they reflect [Tiquid crystal display] 

L-dopa /fil 'dohpo/ A the loevorotatory form of dopa used in the 
treatment of Parkinson’s disease [7- dopa] 

iaa /lee/ n (an area oO grassland, pasture - chiefly poetic [ME leye, fr 
OE leah; akin to OHO loh thicket, L lucus grove, lux light - more at 
ught] 

leach /leech/ vt to separate the soluble components from (a mixture) or 
remove (sthg soluble) by the action of a percolating liquid vi to pass out 


or through (as lO by percolation [prob denv of OE leccan to moisten - 
more at leak] - leach n, leacher a 

Mead /Iced/ vb led /led/ vt la(l) to guide on a way, esp by going in 
advance (2) to cause to go with one (under duress) <led the condemned 
man to the scaffoldy b to direct or guide on a course or to a state or 
condition; influence (reflection led him to a better understanding of the 
problemy e to serve as a channel or route for <a pipe — s water to the 
housey (the road led her to a small villagey 1 to go through; live (~ a 
quiet lifey 3a(l) to direct the operations, activity, or performance of; have 
charge of <led a safari into little known temtoryy (2) to act as or be a 
leader in or of fashiotiy an orchestray b to go or be at the head 
or ahead of 4 to begin play, esp at a card game, with vi la(l) to guide 
sby or sthg along a way (2) to act as or be a leader b(l) to he or run in 
a specified place or direction (the path ^ s uphiliy (2) to serve as an 
entrance or passage (this door -^sto the gardeny 2a to be first or ahead 
b(l) to begin, open - usu ♦ off <lcd off with a speech by the chairmany 
(2) to play the first card of a tnek, round, or game 3 to tend or be directed 
towards a specified result (study ^ mg to a degreey 4 to direct the first 
of a senes of blows at an opponent in boxing (with the nght or lefl hand) 
[ME leden, fr OE laedan, akin to OHG leiten to lead, OE lithan to go] 
- lead up to to prepare the way for, esp by using a gradual or indirect 
approach - lead someone a dance to cause sby a lot of trouble 
^lead /leed/ n la(l) position at the front or ahead (2) the act or pnvilege 
of leading in cards, also the card or suit led b guidance, direction, (an) 
example c a margin or position of advantage or supenonty 2a a channel 
of water (1) leading to a mill (2) through an ice field b an indication, 
clue c (one who plays) a pnncipal role in a dramatic production d a line 
or .strap for leading or restraining an animal (e g a dog) e a news story 
of chief importance 3 an insulated electneal conductor 4 ‘pitch 2b(2) 
Mead /led/ a 1 a heavy soil malleable bluish-whitc metallic clement used 
esp in pipes, cable sheaths, batteries, solder, type metal, and shields 
against radioactivity pt-Riooic table 2a the (lead) weight on a 
sounding line b pi lead framing for panes in windows c a thin .stnp of 
metal used to separate lines of type in pnnting 3a a thin stick of graphite 
or crayon in or for a pencil b whiie lead 4 bullets, projectiles (the 
was flytngy 5 pi, Br (a usu flat roof covered with) thin lead sheets [ME 
leed, fr OE lead-, akin to MHG lot lead] - leadless adj 
Mead /led/ vt 1 to fix (window glass) in position with leads 2 to separate 
lines of (type) with leads 3 to treat or mix with (a compound of) lead 
(^edpetrofy 

leaden /'Ied(3)n/ adj la made of lead b dull grey 2a oppressively heavy 
limbsy(a silencey b lacking spmt or animation, sluggish <~ 
prosey ~ leadenly adv, leadenness n 

leader /'leed?/ a la a mam or end shoot of a plant b pi dots or hyphens 
used to lead the eye honzontally c a blank section at the beginning or end 
of a reel of film or recorded tape 2a sby or sthg that ranks first, precedes 
others, or holds a principal position b sby who has commanding authonty 
or influence c(l) the pnncipal officer of a political party (-^ of the 
oppositiony (2) either of 2 government ministers in charge of government 
busmess in Parliament (the Leader of the Commons) (3) the principal 
member of the ruling party in a totalitarian system 3 a horse placed in 
advance of the other horse or horses of a pair or team 4 chiefly Br a 
newspaper editonal 5a Br the principal first violinist and usu assistant 
conductor of an orchestra b NAm conductor 2 ['lead ♦ ’-er] - 
leaderlcas adj, leadership a 

'laad-.ln /leed/ n 1 introductory matter 2 the part of the groove on a 
record before the recording 

Meading /’feeding/ adj coming or ranking first; foremost, pnncipal (the 
^ roley 

Maading /'leding/ n M ead 2c; also a space between pnnted lines made (as 
iO with a lead 

laading aircraftman /'leedmg/ n rank 
' laading articia n, chiefly Br leader 4 
laading caaa n a legal case which establishes a precedent 
laading adga a the foremost edge of an aerofoil (e g a propeller blade 
or wing) 

.laading 'lady, masc leading man a an actress who plays the female lead 
in a flbn, play, etc 

.laading 'light a a prominent and influential person in a particular 
sphere 

laading nota n the seventh note of a diatonic scale 
, leading 'quaatlon a a question so phrased as to suggest the expected 
answer 

laading .rains a pi straps by which children are supported when 
beginning to walk 
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.leading 'seaman n rank 

'leading .strings n pi \ trAOiNG rlins 2 a state of unnecessary or 
prolonged dependence - chiefly in in leading strings 
'lead-, off /leed/ n a beginning or leading action, a start 
lead on vt 1 to entice or induce to proceed in a (mistaken or unwise) 
course 2 to cause to believe sthg that is untrue 
.lead 'pencil /led/ n a pencil containing a graphite lead 
leadscrew /'Iced.skrooh/ n a screw that moves the carnage of a 
lathe 

leadsman /led/man/ n a man who uses a sounding lead to determine 
depth of water 

'lead .time /leed/ n the penod between the initiation and the completion 
of a new production process 

Meaf /Icef/ n, pi leaves /leev?/ la(l) any of the usu green flat and typically 
broad-bladed outgrowths from the stem of a plant that function pnmanly 
in food manufacture by photosynthesis plant (2) a modified leaf 
(e g a petal or sepal) b(l) (the state of having) foliage {in > (2) the 
leaves of a plant (e g tobacco) as an article of commerce 2a a part of a 
book or folded sheet of paper containing a page on each side b(l) a part 
(e g of a window shutter, folding door, or table) that slides or is hinged 
- compare drop leaf (2) a section that can be mserted into a tabletop 
to extend it c(l) a thin sheet of metal, marble, etc (2) metal (e g gold or 
silver) in sheets, usu thinner than foil (ME leef, fr OE leaf, akin to OHG 
hub leaf, L liber bast, book, Skt lumpati he injures, robs] - leafless adj, 
leaflike adj 

‘leaf VI to shoot out or produce leaves ~ leaf through to turn over the pages 
of (e g a book) quickly while only glancing at the contents 
leafage /'lecfij/ n foliage 1 

'leaf .curl n a plant disease characten/.ed by curling of the leaves 
-leafed coirh (adi - adj) -leaved 

'leaf, hopper /-.hopa/ n any of numerous small leaping insects that suck 
the juices of plants 

leaflet /'leeflit/ n la any of the divisions of a compound leaf h a small 
or young foliage leaf 2 a single sheet of paper or small loose-leaf pamphlet 
containing pnnted mutter (e g adveitising) 

'leaf .miner n any of various small insects that as larvae burrow in and 
eat the internal tissues of leaves 

'leaf .mould n a compost or soil layer composed chiefly of decayed 
vegetable matter 

leaf shutter n a shutter for a camera made of usu 5 thin metallic leaves 
that swing out of the light path when a picture is taken 
'leaf .spring n a spnng made of supenmposed metal strips 
'leafstalk /-.stawk/ n a petiole 

leafy /'Iccfi/ adj 1 having or thick with leaves woodlands') 2 
consisting chiefly of leaves {green vegetables) - leafiness n ^ 
'league /Iceg/ n any of vanous units of distance of about 3mi (5km) — 
UNIT [ME huge, lege, fr LL leuga, leuca, of Gaulish ongin] 

’league n la an association of nations, groups, or people for a common 
purpose or to promote a common interest b (a competition for an overall 
title, in which each person or team plays all the others at least once, held 
by) an association of people or sports clubs 2 a class, category {the top 
) [ME (Sc) ligg, fr MF ligue, fr Olt liga, fr ligare to bind, fr L - more 
at liga iure] ~ leaguer n - in league in alliance 
'league vb to form into a league 

leaguer /leega/ n a laager [D leger, akin to OHG legar act of lying 
down, bed - more at 'lair] 

league table n a table showing the relative positions of competitors in 
a league; broadly a list in order of ment 
'leak /leek/ vi 1 to (let a substance) enter or escape through a crack or 
hole 2 to become known despite efforts at concealment - often out ^ vt 
1 to permit to enter or escape (as lO through a leak 2 to give out 
(information) surreptitiously (-^ed the story to the press) (ME leken, fr 
ON leka; akin to OE leccan to moisten, OIr legaim I melt] - leak- 
age n 

'leak n la a crack or hole through which sthg (e g a fluid) is admitted or 
escapes, usu by mistake b a means by which sthg (e g secret information) 
IS admitted or escapes, usu with prejudicial effect c a loss of electneity 
due to faulty insulation 2 a leaking or that which is leaked; esp a 
disclosure 3 an act of urinating • slang 

leaky /leeki/ adj permitting fluid, information, etc to leak in or out, 
broadly not watertight <a ^ aigument) - leakiness n 
leal /leei/ adj, chiefly Scor loyal, true [ME led, fr OF leial, leel ~ more 
at loyal] - leally adv 

'lean /leen/ vb lewt /lent/, leaned /leend, lent/ vi la to incline or bend 
from a vertical position <^t forward to look) b to rest supported 


on/against sthg 2 to rely for support or inspiration - on or upon 3 to 
incline in opinion, taste, etc 4 to exert pressure, use coercion - + on, infml 
~ vt to place on/agatnst for support [ME hnen, fr OE hleontan-, akin to 
OHG hhnen to lean, Gk klinein, L clinare] - lean n 
'lean adj la lacking or deficient in flesh or bulk b of meat containing little 
or no fat 2 lacking nchness, sufficiency, or value 3a deficient in an 
essential or important quality or ingredient b esp of a fuel mixture low 
in the combustible component [ME lene, fr OE hlaene] - leanly adv, 
leanness n 

'lean n the part of meat that consists principally of fat-free muscular 
tissue 

leaning /'leening/ n a definite but weak attraction, tendency, or partial- 
ity 

'lean-, to n, pi lean-tos a small building having a roof that rests on the side 
of a larger building or wall 

'leap /leep/ vb leapt /lept/. leaped /leept, lept/ vi 1 to jump in or through 
the air 2a to pass abruptly from one state or topic to another; esp to nse 
quickly {the idea ^ t into his mind) b to seize eagerly at an opportunity, 
offer, etc ^ vt to pass over by leaping [ME lepen, fr OE hl^pan, akin to 
OHG hlouffan to run, ON hlaupa to jump, leap] - leaper n 
'leap n la (the distance covered by) a jump b a place leapt over or from 
2 a sudden transition, esp a nse or increase 
'‘leap, frog /-.frog/ n a game in which one player bends down and another 
leaps over him/her 

'leapfrog vb -gg- 1 to leap (over) (as lO m leapfrog 2 to go ahead of (each 
other) in turn 

'leap .year n a year with an extra day added to make it coincide with the 
solar year, esp a year in the Gregonan calendar with February 29 as the 
366th day [prob fr the ‘leap* made by any dale after February in a leap 
year over the weekday on which it would normally fall] 
learn /luhn/ vb learnt /luhnt/, learned /luhnd, luhnt/ vt la(l) to gam 
knowledge of or skill in a trade) (2) to memonze <— the lines of a 
play) b to come to be able - + infinitive to dance) c to come to 
realize or know <we ^ ed that he was ill) 2 to teach - substandard vj 
to acquire knowledge or skill [ME lemen, fr OE leomian, akin to OHG 
lernen to learn, L lira furrow, track] - leamable adj, learner n 
learned /'luhnid, sense 2 luhnd/ adj 1 charactenzed by or associated 
with learning; erudite 2 acquired by learning versus innate behaviour 
patterns) ~ learnedly /-nidh/ adv, leamedneas /-nidnis/ n 
learning /’luhning/ n 1 acquired knowledge or skill 2 modification of 
a behavioural tendency by expenence (e g exposure to conditioning) 
'lease /lees/ n 1 a contract putting the land or property of one party at 
the fbNposal of another, usu for a stated penod and rent 2 a (prospect of) 
contiiiu ince - chiefly in lease of life 

'lease ■ t lo grant by or hold under lease [AF lesser, fr OF laissier to let 
go, fr L laxare lo loosen, fr laxus slack - more at slack] 

'lease, hold /-.hohid/ n tenure by or propeny held by lease - lease- 
holder n 

leash /leesh/ n la ‘lead 2d b a restraint, check 2 a set of 3 animals 
(c g greyhounds, foxes, or hares) [ME lees, leshe, fr OF laisse, fr laissier] 
- leash vt 

'least /leest/ adj 1 lowest in rank, degree, or importance 2a smallest in 
quantitv or extent b being (oQ a kind distinguished by small size 
bittern) c smallest possible; slightest {haven't the idea) [ME leest, fr 
OE laest, superl of laessa less] - at least 1 as a minimum, if not more {costs 
at least £S) 2 if nothing else, in any case <at least it is legal) 

'least n the smallest quantity, number, or amount {it's the ^ I can do) {to 
say the '^) - least of all espeaally not {no one, least of all the children 
paid attention) 

'least adv to the smallest degree or extent <least-ibiown> {when we ^ 
expected it) 

least squares n pi a method of fitting a curve to a set of points 
representing statistical data in such a way that the sum of the squares of 
the distances of the points from the curve is a minimum 
'leastways /-.wayz/, leastwise /-wiez/ adv, chiefly dial at least 2 
'leather /'ledha/ n 1 animal skin dressed for use 2 sthg wholly or partly 
made of leather; esp a piece of chamois, used esp for polishing metal or 
glass [ME lether, fr OE lether--, akin to OHG leder leather] 

'leather vt to beat with a strap; thrash 

Leatherette /.ledha'ret/ trademark - used for an imitation leather 
'leather Jacket /- jakit/ n, chiefly Br the larva of the crane fly 
leathern /ledhan/ adj made of or resembling leather 
'leatherneck /-.nek/ n marine 2 - slang; used esp by sailors [fr the 
leather neckband formerly part of the uniform] 
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leathery /'ledhan/ adj resembling leather in appearance or consistency. 
esp tough 

Meava /leev/ vb left /left/ vt 1a(l) to bequeath (2) to have (esp members 
of one's family) remaining after one's death b to cause to remain as an 
aftereffect 2a to cause or allow to be or remain m a specified or unaltered 
condition </i« manner left me cold) <- the washing-up for tomorrow) 
b to fait to include, use. or take along <left hts notes at home) - sometimes 
- 1 - o/f or out (left his name off the list) c to have remaining or as a 
remainder (^10 from 12 2) d to permit to be or remain subject to the 

action or control of a specified person or thing (just everything to 
me) (^nothing left to chance) e to allow to do or continue sthg without 
interference < ^ you to take care of things) 3a to go away from (^told him 
to — the room) b to desert, abandon (left his wife) c to withdraw from 
(left school at IS) 4 to put. station, deposit, or deliver, esp before 
departing (/Ae postman left a package for you) (•^ your name with the 
receptionisty depart, set out (ME leven, fr OE laefan\ akin to 

OHG verleibeo to leave. OE bdifan to be left over, Gk Jipos fat] - leaver 
n - leave alone/be lef alone/be - leave go let oo - leave well alone 
to avoid meddling 

^leave n 1 permission to do sthg 2 authorized (extended) absence (eg 
from employment) (ME /eve. fr OE leaf; akin to MHG loube permission, 
OE ai^an to allow - more at believe] 

-leaved /-leevd/ comb form {adj - adj) having (such or so many) leaves 
(pa/mate-leaved) (4-lcavcd clover) 

*leaven /’lev(a)n/ n la substance (e g yeast) used to produce fermenta- 
tion or a gas in dough, batter, etc to lighten it, esp a mass of fermenting 
dough reserved for this purpose 2 sthg that modifies or lightens (ME 
levain, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL levamen, fr L levare to raise - more at 
lever] 

^leaven vt to raise or make lighter (as lO with a leaven 
leave off vb to stop, cease 
leaves /leevs/ pi of leaf 
'leave*, taking n a departure, farewell 
leavings /'leevmgz/ n pi remains, residue 

Lebanese /.lebo'neez/ n or adj, p! Lebanese /^ / (a native or inhabitant) 
of the Lebanon (Lebanon, country in SW Asia] 
lebensraum /'layb(3)nz,rowm/ n, often cap temtory necessary for 
national existence or self-sufficiency - used chiefly with reference to land 
Nazi Germany aHempted to take in WW II (G, fr leben living, life + 
raum space] 

lecher /lecha/ n a man who engages in lechery (ME lechour, fr OF 
lecheor, fr lechier to lick, live in debauchery, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG 
leckon to lick - more at lick] 

lechery /'lechsn/ n inordinate indulgence in sexual activity; debauchery, 
lasciviousness - lecherous adj, lecberously adv 
lecithin /'lesothm/ n any of several waxy compounds that are widely 
distributed in animals and plants and have emulsifying, wetting, and 
antioxidant properties (ISV, fr Gk lekithos yolk of an egg] 
lectern /'lelLtuhn/ n a reading desk, esp one from which the Bible is read 
in church (ME lettome, fr MF letrun, fr ML lectonnum, fr L lector 
reader, fr lectus, pp of legere to read - more at legend] 
lection /'leksh(3)n/ n a vanant reading in a particular copy or edition of 
a text (NL lection-, lectio, fr L, act of reading, fr lectus] 
lectionary /1eksh(3)nn/ ii a book or list of scnptural texts proper to 
each day of the church year (ML lectionanum, fr LL lection-, lectio 
liturgical lesson for a particular day, fr L, act of readmg] 
lector /lektaw/ n the reader of a lesson in a church service (LL, fr L, 
reader) ^ 

Mecture /'lekeha/ n 1 a discourse given to an audience, esp for instruction 
2 a reproof delivered at length; a reprimand (ME, act of reading, fr MF, 
fr LL lectura, fr L lectus, pp] 

‘lecture vi to deliver a lecture or series of lectures ^ W 1 to deliver a 
lecture to 2 to reprove at length or severely - lecturer n 
'lectureship /-ship/ n the office of an academic lecturer 
led /led/ past of lead 

LED /.el .ee 'dee; also led/ n a diode that emits light when an electric 
current is passed through it and that is used esp to display numbers, 
symbols, etc on a screen (e g in a pocket calculator) telecximmuni 
CATION [/ight-emitting diode] 

lederhoeen /layd34iohz(a)n/ n pi in constr, pi lederhoaan traditional 
leather shorts that often have bra^ and are worn esp in Bavaria d* 
GARMENT [G, ft MHG hderhose, ft leder leather + hose trousen] 
ledge n la (narrow) horizontal surface that projects from a vertical 
or steep surface <e g a wall or rock face) 2 an underwater ridge or reef 


3 a mineral-bearing lode or vein (ME legge bar of a gate, prob fr leggen 
to lay] - ledgy adj 

'ledger /'leja/ n la book containing (the complete record of all) accounts 
2 a horizontal piece of timber secured to the uprights of scaffolding [ME 
legger, prob fr leyen, leggen to lay] 

‘ledger vi to fish with ledger tackle 

'ledger .line, leger line n a shon line added above or below a musical staff 
to extend its range music 

‘ledger .tackle n fishing tackle arranged so that the weight and bait rest 
on the bottom 

lee /lee/ n 1 protecting shelter 2 lee, lee side the side (e g of a ship) 
sheltered from the wind (ME. ft OE hl^, akin to OFns hit protection, 
shelter. OHG lao lukewarm, L calere to be warm] 

'lee.boerd /-.bawd/ n either of 2 movable flat surfaces attached to the 
outside of the hull of a sailing vessel that reduce leeway when lowered 
'leech /leech/ n 1 any of numerous flesh-eating or bloodsucking usu 
freshwater worms 2 one who gams or seeks to gain profit or advantage 
from another, esp by clinging persistently 3 archaic a physician, surgeon 
(ME leche physician, fr OE luece, akin to OHG labhi physician; (1) prob 
fr its former use by physicians for bleeding patients] 

'leech vt to bleed by the use of leeches 

'leech n 1 either vertical edge of a square sail 2 the rear edge of a 
fore-and-aft sail USE ship (ME leche, fr MLG lik boltrope, akin 
to MHG geleich joint - more at ligature] 

Lee-Enf leld /.lee 'enfeeld/ n a magazine-fed British military nfle (James 
P Lee tl904 US (Sc-bom) designer ^ Enfield, distnct of London] 
leek /leek/ n a biennial plant of the lily family grown for its mildly 
pungent leaves and esp for its thick edible stalk (ME, fr OE leac; akin 
to OHG louh leek. ON laukr leek, garlic] 

leer An/ vi or n (to give) a lascivious, knowing, or sly look (prob fr obs 
leer (cheek), fr ME ler, lere, fr OE hleon, akin to OS hleor cheek, ON 
hlyr] 

lees /leez/ n pi the sediment of a liquor (e g wine) dunng fermentation 
and aging (ME he, fr MF, fr ML ha] 
lee shore n a shore lying off a ship's lee side 

lee side n lee 2 

'leeward /’leewood, naut 'looh-sd/ adj or adv in or facing the direction 
towards which the wind is blowing - compare windward 

‘leeward n lef 2 

'lee, way /-.way/ n 1 off-course sideways movement of a ship in the 
direction of the wind 2a an allowable margin of freedom or vanation, 
tolerance b a margin of shortcoming in performance <sAe has a lot of 
to make up after her absence) 

'left /left/ adj la of. situated on, or being the side of the body in which 
most of the heart is located b(l) located nearer to the left hand than to 
the right; esp located on the left hand when facing in the same direction 
as an observer (the — wing of an army) (2) located on the left when 
facing downstream (the bank of a nver) 2 often cap of the Left in 
politics (ME, fr OE, weak; akin to MLG lucht left, fr the left hand's being 
the weaker in most people] - left adv 
‘left n la (a blow struck with) the left hand b the location or direction 
of the left side c the part on the left side 2 sing or pi in constr, often cap 
the members of a European legislative body occupying the left of a 
legislative chamber as a result of holding more radical political views than 
other members 3 sing or pi in constr a cap those professing socialist or 
radical political views b often cap leki wing 1 

•left past of LEAVE 

left atrioventricular valve /.aytnobven'trikyoob/ n bicuspid 

VALVE 

'left-, Back n a fullback playing on the left si<)e of the pitch in a traditional 
soccer lineup sport 

.Left 'Bank n the bohemian district of Partb situated on the left bank of 
the Seine [trans of F Rive Gauche] 

.left-'half n a halfback playing on the left side of the pitch in a traditional 
soccer lineup sport 

.left-hand adj I situated on the left 2 left-handed 
,left-'handed adj l using the left hand habitually or more easily than the 
right; also swinging from left to right (a batsman) 2 of. designed for, 
or done with the left hand 3 morganatic 4 clumsy, awkward 5 ambigu- 
ous, dL-uble-edged (a compliment) 6 anticlockwise - used of a twist, 
rotary motion, or spiral curve as viewed ftom a given direction with 
respect tb the axis of rotation - left-handed, left-handedly adv, 
left-handedncM n 

,left-'hander n 1 a left-handed person 2 a blow struck with the left 
hand 
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leftism /'lcf.tiz(9)m/ n, often cap (advocacy oO the pnnciples and policy 
of the Left - leftist n or adj 

,left-'luggage adj, Br of or for the storing of luggage for safekeeping 
'leftover /-.ohva/ n an unused or unconsumed residue, esp leftover food 

- often pi - leftover adj 

leftward /'leftwood/ adj towards or on the left 
'leftwards, chiefly NAm leftward adv towards the left 
.left 'wing n sing or pi in constr 1 often cap LA W the more socialist 
division of a group or party 2 cap LAW Lcn 3a - left-wing adj, 
left-winger n 

lefty /'lefti/ n a left-winger - infml 

'leg /leg/ n 1 a limb of an animal used esp for supporting the body and 
for walking- eg a (an artificial replacement for) either of the lower limbs 
of a human b a (hind) leg of a meat animal, esp above the hock 
MEAT c any of the appendages on each segment of an arthropod (eg an 
insect or spider) used in walking and crawling 2a a pole or bar serving 
as a support or prop (the -s of a tripod) (a table b a branch of a 
forked or jointed object (the -^sof a compass) 3 the part of a garment 
that covers (part oO the leg 4 either side of a triangle as distinguished 
from the base or hypotenuse 5a leg side b a fielding position in cncket 
on the leg side of the pitch - usu in combination (fine ^ > (short ~ 

SPORT 6a the course and distance sailed on a single tack b a portion of 
a tnp, a stage c the part of a relay race run by I competitor d any of a 
set of events or games that must all be won to decide a competition (ME, 
fr ON leggr, akin to OE lira muscle, calf, L lacertus muscle, upper arm] 

- a leg to stand on the least support or basis for one's position, esp in a 
controversy - on one’s last legs at or near the end of one’s resources, on 
the verge of failure, exhaustion, or ruin 

'leg VI -gg- - leg it to walk or run fast, esp to hurry 
’leg adj 1 es^ hall bowled in cncket moving or tending to move in the 
direction of the oft side (a break) 2 in, on, through, or towards the 
leg side of a cncket field (the ^ stump) 

legacy /'legasi/ n 1 a gift by will; a bequest 2 sthg passed on or remaining 
from an ancestor or predecessor or from the past (the bitter ^ of 2 world 
wars) [ME Icgacie office of a legale, bequest, fr MF or ML, MF, office 
of a legate, fr ML legatia, fr L legatus] 

legal /'lecgl/ adj 1 of law 2a denving authority from law b established 
by or having a formal status denved from law 3 permitted by law 4 
recognized in common law as distinguished from equity [ME, fr MF, fr 
L legahs, fr leg-, lex law] - legalize vt, legally adv, legalization 
/-ie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

.legal 'aid n payments from public funds to those who cannot afford legal 
advice or representation 

.legal 'fiction n an assertion recognized by the law as fictitious but 
accepted for convenience as true 

'legal, ism /-.iz(a)m/ n stnet or excessive conformity to the law or to a 
(moral) code - legalist n, legalistic A'lstik/ adj, legalistically adv 
legality /li'galoti/ n 1 lawfulness 2 pi the requirements and procedures 
of the law 

.legal 'tender n currency which a creditor is bound by law to accept as 
payment of a money debt 

legate /'legat/ n an official delegate or representative [ME, fr OF & L, 
OF legat. fr L legatus deputy, emissary, fr pp of legare to depute, send 
as emissary, l)cqueath. fr leg-, lex] - legateship n, legatine /'lega.tien. 
.-teen/ adj 

legatee /.lega'tee/ n one to whom a legacy is bequeathed 
legation /li'gaysh(3)n/ n (the official residence oQ a diplomatic mission 
in a foreign country headed by a minister [ME legacioun, fr MF & L, MF 
legation, fr L legation-, legatio, fr legatus] 

legato /li'gahtoh/ n, adv, or adj, pi legatos (a manner of performing or 
passage of music performed) in a smooth and connected maiii. ;r [It, lit , 
tied] 

.leg before 'wicket adj, of a batsman in cncket out because of having 
obstructed with a part of the body, esp the legs, a ball that would 
otherwise have hit the wicket 

'leg .bye n a run scored in cricket after the ball has touched a part of the 
batsman’s body but not his bat or hands - compare bye, exira 
legend /'lej(9)nd/ n la(l) a story coming down from the past; esp one 
popularly regarded as histoncaJ (2) a body of such stories (a character 
in Celtic ^ > b a person, act, or thing that inspires legends <a in her 
own lifetime) 2a an insenpUon or title on an object (eg a com) b 
CAPTION 2 c the key to a map, chart, etc [ME legende, fr MF & ML. 
MF legende, fr ML legenda, fr L, fern of legendus, gerundive of legere to 
gather, select, read; akin to Gk legein to gather, say, logos speech, word, 
reason] - legandry /-dri/ n 


legendary /’lejand(3)n/ adj (characteristic) of (a) legend, esp told of in 
legend 

legerdemain /.lejdda'man, -'mayn/ n 1 sleigh i ok hand 2 a display 
of artful skill, tnckery, or adroitness (political - > [ME, fr MF leger de 
mam light of hand] 

'leger .line /'leja/ n ifdoer line 

‘legged /-'legid, also -'Icgd/ comb form (adj adj) having (such or so 
many) legs (a 4-legged animal) 

legging /'legmg/ n a closely fitting covenng (e g of leather) that reaches 
from the ankle to the knee or thigh 

leggy /'legi/ adj 1 having disproportionately long legs (a — colt) 2 esp 
of a woman having attractively long legs 3 of a plant, spindly 
leghorn /'leg,hawn, sense 2 le'gawn/ n 1 (a hat oO fine plaited straw 
made from an Italian wheat 2 cap any of a Mediterranean breed of small 
hardy domestic fowls [Leghorn (Livorno), port in Italy from where the 
straw was exported] 

legible Alejabl/ adj capable of being read or deciphered < -- handwnting) 
[ME. fr LL legibilis, fr L legere to read] ~ legibly adv. legibility 
/.leja’bibti/ n 

'legion /'lcej(3)n/ n sing or pi in constr 1 the pnncipal unit of the ancient 
Roman army composing 30(X) to 6000 foot soldiers with cavalry 2 a very 
large number, a multitude 3 a national association of ex-servicemen (the 
Royal Bntish Legion) [ME, fr OF, fr L legion-, legio, fr legere to gather 
- more at legend] 

'legion adj many, numerous (the problems are ^ > 

'legionary /’leej3n(a)n/ adj of or being a legion [L legionanus, fr legion-, 
legio] 

'legionary n a legionnaire 

legionnaire /.leeja'nea/ n a member of a (foreign) legion [F legionnaire, 
fr L legionanus] 

legion'naire's di.sease n a senous sometimes fatal infectious disease 
like pneumonia that is caused by a bactenum and often affects groups of 
closely associated people [fr its outbreak among a group of US 
ex-servicemen in 1976] 

legislate /’leji.slayt/ vi to make or enact laws [back-formation fr 
legislator] 

legislation /,leji'slaysh(9)n/ n 1 (the making of) laws 2 a prospective 
law [legisi ate ♦ -ion] - legislative /'lejisbtiv/ adj, legislatively adv 
legislator /'Icji.slayta/ n a maker of laws [L legis lator, lit , proposer of 
a law, fr Icgis, gen of lex law t lator proposer, fr latus, suppletive pp of 
ferre to carry, propose - more at tollraie, 'hear] -- legislatrcss /-tns/, 
legislatrix Z-tnks/ n, legislatorial /-sb'tawri al/ adj 
legislature Alejislacha/ n a body of people having the power to legis- 
Ut.- 

legiC /b'jit/ adj i eoitimate 2. 3a, 4, 5 - infml 
'legitimate /b'jitimat/ adj 1 lawfully begotten, specif bom in wedlock 
2 neither spunous nor false, genuine gnevance) 3a in accordance 
with law (a ^ government) b ruling by or based on the strict pnnciple 
of hereditary nght (a ^ king) 4 conforming to recognized pnnciples or 
accepted rules and standards 5 relating to plays acted by professional 
actors but not including revues, music hall, or some forms of musical 
comedy 6 in accord with reason or logic, following logically (a ^ 
deduction) [ML legitimatus, pp of legitimare to legitimate, fr L legitunus 
legitimate, fr leg-, lex law] - legitimately adv, legitimacy /-$i/ n 
'legitimate /-.mayt/, legitimat ize, -iae /b'jitim3.teiz/ legitim-izef -Ise 
/-.meiz/ vt la to give legal status to b justify 1 2 to give (an illegitimate 
child) the legal status of one legitimately bom - legitimstion 
/-'maysh(a)n/, legitimatization /-m9tie'za>$h(a)n/. legitimUatioB 
/-mie'zaysh^a)n/ n 

legitimism /la'jiti.miz(3)m/ n, often cap adherence to the pnnciples of 
political legitimacy or to sby claiming a throne by descent - legitimist n, 
often cap, legitimist adj 

legless /'leglis/ adj, chiefly Br drunk 1 - infml ['i eg -less] 
,leg-of-'mutton, leg-o'-mutton adj having an approximately tnangular 
shape sleeves) 

'leg-.pull n a playful tnck or hoax intended to deceive sby [fr the phrase 
pull somebody’s leg] 

legroom /'legroohm, -.room/ n space in which to extend the legs while 
seated 

'leg .side, leg n the part of a cricket field on the side of a line joining the 
middle stumps in which the batsman stands when playing a ball - 
compare off side sport 

legume /*legyoohm/ n 1 the (edible) pod or seed of a leguminous plant 
2 any of a large family of plants, shrubs, and trees having pods containing 
1 or many seeds and including important food and forage plants (e g peas, 
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beans, or clovers) [F l^ume, fr L tegumin-, Icgumen leguminous plant, 
fr Icgerc to gather - more at leofnd] - leguminous /b'gyoohminas/ 
Mdj 

leg-, Up n 1 assistance in mounting an object 2 a helping hand; a boost 
USE infml 

■Ieg-.warmer n a knitted legging garment 
'leg.work /-.wuhk/ n work involving physical activity and forming the 
basis of more creative or mentally exacting work 
Mei /lay/ n a wreath or necklace usu of flowers or leaves that is a symbol 
of affection m Polynesia [Hawaiian] 

*lei pi of LEU 

leishmaniasis /.Iceshma'measis/ n any of various diseases (eg 
kala-azar) caused by any of a genus of parasitic protozoan organisms 
[NL, fr Sir William Lcishman tl926 Br physician] 
leisure /'lezha/ n 1 freedom provided by the cessation of activities; esp 
time free from work or duties 2 unhumcd ease [ME laser, fr OF lasir, 
fr lasir to be permitted, fr L licere - more at licence] - leisurelesa adj 

- at leisure, at one*s leisure 1 at an unhurried pace 2 at one's 
convenience 

'leisured adj 1 having plenty of free time, esp because of not needing to 
work 2 leisurely 

'‘leisurely Ali/ adv without haste; deliberately 
’leisurely adj characterized by leisure; unhurned - lelsureliness n 
leitmotiv, leitmotif /lietmoh.teef/ n 1 a musical phrase that accompa- 
nies the reappearance of an idea, person, or situation 2 a (dominant) 
recumng theme, esp in a literary work [G leitmotiv, fr leiten to lead i 
motiv motive^ F motif\ 

*leli /Ick/ n Albania at nationality [Alb] 

’lek n an area where black grouse or other social birds congregate to carry 
on display and courtship behaviour [prob fr Sw. sport, play] 
lekker /*ieka/ adj, SAfr pleasant, nice - infml [Afrik, fr D] 
lemma Alema/ n. pi lemmas, lemmata /lemata/ 1 a proposition accepted 
as true for the sake of demonstrating another proposition 2 the argument 
or theme of a composition prefixed as a title or introduction, broadly (a 
subsidiary part oO a heading or introduction [L, fr Gk lemma thing 
taken assumption, fr lamhanein to take > more at latch] 
lemming Fleming/ n any of several small short-tailed furry-footed 
nonhem voles; esp one of nonhem mountains that undergoes recurrent 
mass migrations [Norw; akin to ON lomr guillemot, L latrare to bark - 
more at lamei^] 

lemon Aleman/ n 1 (a stout thorny tree that bears) an oval yellow acid 
citrus fruit 2 a pale yellow colour 3 one who or that which is unsatisfac- 
tory or wonhless; a dud - infml [ME lymon, fr ME limon, fr ML limon-, 
limo, fr Ar laymun] - lemony adj 

lemonade /.lema'nayd/ n a (carbonated) soft dnnk made or flavoured 
with lemon 

lemon balm n a bushy perennial Old World plant of the mint family 
often cultivated for its fragrant lemon-flavoured leaves 
'leinon.graaa /-.grabs/ n a robust grass that grows in tropical regions 
and IS the source of an essential oil with an odour of lemon or ver- 
bena 

.lemon 'aole n a flatfish that is found in N Atlantic and European waters 
and is highly valued for food [7einon fr F limande, a flatfish] 

'lemon .aqueeaer n a^^ice for pressing the juice from citrus fruits 
lempira /lempira/ n Honduras at nationauty [AmerSp, fr 
Lempira, 16th-c Indian chief] 

lemur /leema/ n any of numerous tree-dwelling chiefly nocturnal mam- 
mals, esp of Madagascar, typically having a muzzle like a fox. large eyes, 
very soft woolly fur, and a long furry tail [NL. fr L lemares, pi, ghosts; 
akin to Gk lamia devouring monster] 

lend /lend/ vb lent /lent/ vt la to give for temporary use on condition 
that the same or its equivalent be returned b to let out (money) for 
temporary use on condition of repayment with interest 2a to give the 
assistance or suppon of; afford, contnbute <a dispassionate and scholarly 
manner which great force to his criticisms - TLS > b to adapt or apply 
(oneself); accommodate <a topic that ^s itself admirably to class dis- 
cuasiony ^ ki to make a loan [ME lenen, lenden, fr OE Isenan, fr /iro loan 

- more at loan] - leiidor n 

,land-1aaaa n the transfer of goods and services to an ally in a common 
cause - used esp with reference to the system by which the USA gave 
material aid to the Allies in WW II - lend-lcaae vt 
lai^th /leng(k)th/ n la(l) the longer or longest dimension of an object 
PHYSICS, UNIT (2) the extent from end to end (^walked the ^ of the 
streety b a measured distance or dimension (^a 2m ^ of tubey c the 
, quality or state of being long 2a duration or extent in or with regard to 


time <rAe ^ of a broadcasty h relative duration or stress of a sound 3a 
distance or extent in space <an arm's ~ aparty b the length of sthg taken 
as a unit of measure </i/s horse led by a - > 4 the degree to which sthg 
(e g a course of action or a line of thought) is carried; a limit, extreme - 
often pi with sing, meaning (went to great to learn the truthy 5a a 
long expanse or stretch <^^&of hairy b a piece, esp of a certain length 
(being or usable as part of a whole or of a connected senes) <a -- ofpipey 
6 the (ideal) distance down a cricket pitch which the bowled ball travels 
before pitching 7 the vertical extent of sthg (e g an article of clothing), 
esp with reference to the position it reaches on the body - usu in 
combination {shoulderAenglh hairy [ME lengthe, fr OE lengthu, fr lang 
long] - at length 1 fully, comprehensively 2 for a long time 3 finally, 
AT last 

lengthen /'Iength(»)n, 'lengkth( 3 )n/ vb to make or become longer 
'length, ways /-,wayz/, lengthwise /-.wiez/ adv or adj in the direction 
of the length (^bncks are generally laid ^ > 

lengthy /leng(k)thi/ adj of great or unusual length; long, also excessively 
or tediously protracted - lengthily adv, lengthiness n 
lenient /leenyant, 'IcenLant/ adj 1 of a mild or merciful nature; not 
severe lawsy 2 archaic exerting a soothing or easing influence [L 
lenient-, leniens, prp of lenire to soften, soothe, fr lenis soft, mild - more 
at ^let] - lenience, leniency n, leniently adv 

Leninism /'leni.niz(a)m/ n the (communist) pnnciples and policies 
advocated by Lenin [V I Lenin (Ulyanov) tl924 Russ political leader] - 
Leninist, Leninite /-.met/ n or adj 

lenitive /'lenativ/ adj relieving pain or stress [MF lenitif, fr ML lenitivus, 
fr L lenitus, pp of lenire] - lenitive n 
lenity /'lenati/ n gentleness, mercy - fml [F & L, F lenite, fr L Icnitat-, 
lenitas, fr lenis] 

lens /lenz/ n la a piece of glass or other transparent matenal with 2 
opposite regular surfaces, at least 1 of which is curved, that is used either 
singly or combined in an optical instrument to form an image by focussing 
rays of light camera b a combination of 2 or more simple lenses 
2 a device for directing or focussing radiation other than light (e g sound 
waves or electrons) 3 sthg shaped like an optical lens with both sides 
convex 4 a transparent lens-shaped or n^rly spherical body in the eye 
that focuses light rays (e g on the retina) nervf [NL lent-, lens, fr 
L, lentil, fr its shape] - leased adj, lenslesa adj 
Lent /lent/ n the 40 weekdays from Ash Wednesday to Easter observed 
by Chnstians as a pentxl of penitence and fasting [ME lente springtime, 
Lent, fr OE lengten, akin to OHG Icnzin spnngj - Lenten adj 
Lenten fare /lent(d)n/ n food or a diet without meat 
lenticel /lenti,sel, -s(3)l/ n a pore in the stems of woody plants through 
which gases are exchanged between the atmosphere and the stem tissues 
[NL lenticella, dim. of L lent-, lens lentil] 

lenticular /len'tikyoob/ adj t having the shape of a lens with both sides 
convex 2 of a lens [L lenticularis lentil-shaped, fr lenticula lentil] 
lentil /lentl/ n (the small round edible seed oO a widely cultivated 
Eurasian leguminous plant [ME, fr OF lentille, fr L lenticula. dim of 
lent-, lens\ akin to Gk lathyros vetch] 

lento /'lentoh/ adv or adj in a slow manner - used in music [It, fr lento, 
adj, slow, fr L lentus pliant, sluggish, slow - more at i ithe] 

Leo /lee-oh/ n (sb^born under) the Sth sign of the zodiac in astrology, 
pictured as a lion^^ symbol [L, lit , lion -- more at lion] 
leone /li'ohni/ n — ^ Sierra Leone at naiionality [Sierra Leone] 
leonine /'lee-amen/ adj resembling a lion; having the characteristics (e g 
courage) popularly asenbed to a lion [ME, prob fr OF leonin, fr L 
leoninus, fr Icon-, leo] 

leopard /lepad/, fern leopardesa /-'des/ n 1 a big cat of southern Asia 
and Africa that is usu tawny or buff with black spots arranged in broken 
rings or rosettes endangered 2 a heraldic charge that is a lion with 
the farther forepaw raised and its head turned. towards the observer [ME. 
fr OF leupart, fr LL leopardus, fr Gk leopSfdos, fr leon lion + pardas 
leopard] 

leotard /lce-a,tahd/ n a close-fitting one^^iece garment worn by dancers 
or others performing physical exercises garment [Jules Leotard 
tl870 F trapeze performer] 

leper /lepo/ n 1 sby suffenng from leprosy i a person shunned for moral 
or social reasons; an outcast [ME, fr lepre leprosy, fr OF, fr LL lepra, 
fr Ok, lepein to peel; akin to OE Ixfer reed] 
iepid- /lepid-/, lepldo- comb form flake; scale <Lepidopreri> (NL, fr Gk, 
fr lepid’, fepis scale, fr lepein] 

lepidolite /ie'pidaliet/ n a violet-coloured mica containing lithium [G 
lepidolith, fr lepid- + -lith] 

le^dopteran /.lepi'doptaran/ n any of a large order of insects compris- 
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mg the butterflies, moths, and skippers that are caterpillars in the larval 
stage and have 4 wings usu covered with minute overlapping and often 
brightly coloured scales when adult [NL Lepidoptcra, order of insects, 
fr lepid- + Gk pteron wing - more at feathfr] - lepidopteran adj, 
lepidopteroua adj 

lepidopterist /.Icpi'doptanst/ n a specialist in the study of Icpidopter- 
ans 

lepidopteron /.lepi'doptaran/ n, pi lepidoptera Ara/ also lepidopterons 
a lepidopteran [NL, sing of Lepidoptera] 

leporine /'lepanen/ adj of or resembling the hare [L leponnus, fr Icpor-. 
lepus hare] 

leprechaun /'lepnk(h)awn/ n a mischievous elf of Irish folklore [IrOael 
kipreachan, fr Mir lucliorpan, fr lu small » corpan body, dim of corp, 
fr L coipus] 

leprosy /'leprasi/ n a long-lasting bactenal disease charactenrcd by loss 
of sensation with eventual paralysis, wasting of muscle, and production 
of deformities and mutilations [leprous + -y] - leprotic /le'protik/ adj 
leprous /'lepras/ adj of, resembling, or suffcnng from leprosy [ME, fr 
LL leprosus leprous, fr lepra leprosy] 

-lepsy /-.lepsi/ comb form ( - n) attack, seizure (catalepsy) [MF -lepsie, 
fr LL depsia, fr Gk -lepsia, fr lepsis, fr lambanein to take, seize - more 
at latch] 

lepto- comb form narrow; slender (^itplocephalous';^ [Gk, fr kptos, lit , 
peeled, husked, fr lepein to peel] 

Mepton /'lcp,ton/ n any of a group of elementary particles (c g an electron 
or muon) that take part in weak interactions with other elementary 
particles and weigh less than mesons and baryons [Gk Icptos 4 E '-on] 
~ leptonic /lep'tonik/ adj 

Mepton n. pi lepta /'leptah/ Greece at na i ionai ity [NGk. fr Gk, 
small bronze coin, fi neut of leptos small] 

leptospirosis /.Icptohspie a'rohsis/ n, pi leptospiroses /-.see?/ any of 
several diseases in human beings and domestic animals caused by any of 
various spirochaetal bacteria [NL] 

lesbian /'lezbi an/ n, often cap a female homosexual [L le$bius of Lesbos, 
fr Gk Lesbios, fr Lesbos, island in the Aegean Sea, home of Sappho fl 
abbOO nc Gk poetess & reputed homosexual] - lesbian adj, lesbian- 
ism n 

,lese 'majesty /leez, Icz/, lese m^este /(Fr Irz ma 3 LSte)/ n la a enme 
(e g treason) committed against a sovereign power b an offence violating 
the dignity of a ruler 2 an affront to dignity or importance [MF lese 
majeste, fr L laesa majestas, lit , injured majesty] 
lesion /'leezh(a)n/ n 1 injury, harm 2 abnormal change in the structure 
of an organ or part due to injury or disease [ME, fr MF, fr L laeston-. 
laesio, fr laesus, pp of laedere to injure] 

Mess /Ics/ adj I fewer (^^ than J> (a call for ~ government controls') - 
disapproved of by some speakers 2 lower in rank, degree, or importance 
(James the Less) (no ^ a person than the president himself) 3 smaller 
in quantity or extent (of ^ importance') (in ~ time) (weighs 3 pounds 
^ > [ME, fr OE lies, adv & n, and Ixssa, adj; akin to OS & OFris l&i less, 
Gk limos hunger] 

*less adv to a lesser degree or extent (sleeps - in summer) (much - 
angnly) - leas and less to a progressively smaller size or extent - less 
than by no means, not at all (was being less than honest in her 
replies) 

*less prep diminished by, minus (£100 ~ lax) 

Mess a, pi less a smaller portion or quantity - less of 1 not so truly (he\s 
less of a fool than I thought) 2 enough of (less of your cheek!) - 
infml 

-less /-lis/ suffix (- adj) la destitute of, not having (brain- 
less) (childless) (hopeless) b free from (painless) (careless) 2 , tblc to 

(so act or be acted on) (fireless) (sfainless) [ME -les, -lease, fr OE -leas, 
fr 7eas devoid, false; akin to OHG Ids loose, OE losian to get lost - more 
at lose] 

lessee /Ic'scc/ n sby who holds property under a lease [ME, fr AF, fr 
lease, pp of lesser to lease - more at lease] 
lessen /'les( 9 )n/ vb to reduce in size, extent, etc; dimmish, decrease 
lesser /'lesa/ adj or adv less in size, quality, or significance 
(lesser-ilciiown) (the of 2 eviLs'^ - not used in comparatives 

lesser black-backed gull n a common Eurasian gull that is about the 
size of a hemng gull and has a greyish black back 
.lesser 'celandine Asebndien/ n cei^ndine 2 
lesson /'les( 9 )n/ n 1 a passage from sacred writings read m a service of 
worship 2a a reading or exercise to be studied b a period of instruction 
3a sthg, esp a piece of wisdom, learned by study or expenence (her years 
of tnvel had taught her valuable ^s) b an instructive or warning 


example (f/re history holds for us) [ME, fr OF legon, fr LL lection-, 
lectio, fr L, act of reading, fr lectus, pp of legere to read - more at 
legend] 

lessor /'lesaw, -'•/ n sby who conveys property by lease [ME leasdur, fr 
AF, fr lesser to lease] 

lest /lest/ conj 1 so that not, in casf (obeyed her she should be angry) 

2 that - used after an expression of fear (afraid ^ she be angry) [ME 
les the. leste, fr OE thy lies the, fr thy (instrumental of thaet that) + Ites 
f the, relative particle] 

Met /let/ n 1 a serve or rally in tennis, squash, etc that docs not count and 
must be replayed 2 sthg that impedes, an obstruction - frqj (without ^ 
or hindrance) [ME, obstruction, fr letten to hinder, fr OE lettan-, akin to 
OHG lezren to delay, hurt, OE laet late] 

^let vt let; -tt- 1 to cause to; make (^ it be known) 2a to offer or grant 
for rent or lease (^ rooms) b to assign, esp after bids (“^ a contract) 
3a to give opportunity to, whether by positive action or by failure to 
prevent, allow to (he his beard grow) (please ^ me know) the 
prisoner go) b to allow to escape, enter, or pass (^ the dogs loose) ('^ 
them through) (she ~ out a scream) 4 - ased in the imperative to 
introduce a request or proposal (^ us pray)/'^ me see), a challenge 
(just ~ him try), a command ('^ it be known), or sthg to be supposed 
for the sake of argument ('^ AB be equal to BC)\ compare let's (ME 
leten, fr OE Ixtan, akin to OHG /izzan to permit, L lassus weary, lems 
soft, mild] - let alone/be to stop or refrain from molesting, disturbing, or 
interrupting (please let the cat alone) - let faJI/drop to mention casually 
as if by accident - let fly to aim a blow - let go to stop holdmg (let go 
of the handle) - let in for to involve (sby, esp oneselO m sthg undesirable 
(let myself in for a lot of work) - let into to insert into (a surface) (a 
tablet let into the wall) - let loose on to give freedom of access to or of 
action with respect to (can't let him loose on the files just yet) - let 
oneself go 1 to behave with relaxed ease or abandonment 2 to allow one's 
appearance to detenorate - let rip to proceed with abandon (lost his 
temper and really let np) " infml - let slip 1 let fall 2 to fail to take 
(let slip a chance) - let up on to become less severe towards 
*let n, Br 1 an act or period of letting premises (e g a flat or bed-sitter) 2 
premises rented or for rent 

-let /-lit/ suffix n) I -ette 1 (booJtlet) (sfariel) 2 article worn on (a 
specified part of the body) (anJtlet) [ME, fr MF -elet, fr -el, dim suffix 
(fr L -ellus) 4 -efj 

.let a'lone prep to say nothing of; esp still less (can't walk, let alone 
run) 

'letdown /-.down/ n a disappointment, disillusionment ~ infml 
let down vt 1 to make (a garment) longer 2 to fail in loyalty or support, 
disapp^ u I (let her fnend down badly) 

lethal / 1« eth(9)l/ adj relating to or (capable oO causing death [L letalis, 
lethalis, fr letum death] - lethally adv, lethality /lee'thabti/ n 
lethargic /la'thahjik/ adj 1 sluggish 2 indiflerent, apathetic [leth- 
argy 4 ’-ic] - lethargically /-kli/ adv 
lethargy Alethaji/n 1 abnormal drowsiness 2 lack of energy or interest 
[ME litargie, fr ML htargia, fr LL lethargia, fr Gk letharpa, fr lethargos 
forgetful, lethargic, fr lethc ^ argos lazy - more at argon] 

Lethe Aleethi/ n the nver in Hades in Greek mythology whose waters 
caused dnnkers to forget their past [L, fr Gk Lethe, fr lethe forgetfulness; 
akin to Gk lanthanein to escape notice, lanthanesthai to forget - more at 
latfnt] - Lethean /'leethi-sn/ adj 

let off vt 1 to cause to explode (let the fireworks off) 2 to excuse from 
punishment 3 chiefly Br to offer (part of a building) for rent 
let on vt 1 to reveal or admit sthg; esp to divulge secret information 
(nobody let on about the surprise party) 2 to pretend (she let on that 
she was a stranger) - infml 

'let-, out n sthg (e g an exclusion clause in a contract) that provides an 
opportunity to escape or be released from an obligation - infml 
let out vt 1 to make (a garment) wider (e g by inserting an inset) - 
compare take in 2 to excuse from an obligation or responsibility 3 chiefly 
Br to express publicly; esp to blab 4 chiefly Br to rent out (e g prop- 
erty) 

let's /lets/ let us - used of a group that includes the one addressed (^ 
face It) (^ dance, Mary) (^ not have lunch yet); compare 'let 4 
Lett /let/ n a member of a people mainly inhabiting Latvia [G Lette, fr 
Latvian Latvi] 

Metter Aleta/ n la symbol, usu written or printed, representing a speech 
sound and constituting a unit of an alphabet ai.phabet 2a a 
written or printed message addressed to a person or organization and usu 
sent through the post b a formal written communication containing a 
grant or authorization - usu pi with sing, meaning 3 pi but sing or pi in 
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constr a literature; bellks leitrfjs b learning; esp scholarly knowledge 
of or achievement in literature <a man 8> 4 the precise wording; the 
strict or literal meaning (obeyed the instructions to the > 5a a single 
piece of type b a style of type [ME, fr OF lettre, fr L litters letter of the 
alphabet. Utterae, pi, epistle, literature] 

^letter vt to set down in or mark with letters 
ietter .bomb n an explosive device concealed in an envelope or package 
ahd sent through the post to the intended victim 
'letter ,box n, Bra hole or box (e g in a door) to receive matenal delivered 
by post 

'lettered adj learned, educated 

'letterhead /-,hed/ n stationery pnnted with a heading, also the heading 
Itself 

lettering /'letaring/ n the letters used in an inscription, esp as regards 
their style or quality 

'letterpress A, pres/ n 1 (work produced by) printing from an inked 
raised surface 2 chiefly Br text (e g of a book) as distinct from pictonal 
illustrations 

.letters of 'credence n pi a formal document authorizing the power 
of a diplomatic agent to act for his/her government 
letters patent npla formal document (e g from a sovereign) conferring 
on sby the sole nght to exploit his/her invention 
letting dieting/ n, chiefly Br ’let 
Lettish /Ictish/ n ij^tvian 2 

lettre de cachet /Jet(ra) da ka'shay (Fr letr da kajr)/ n, pJ lettret de 
cachet /'^/ an official order usu authonzing impnsonment without tnal 
of a named person [F. lit , letter with a seal] 
lettuce Aletis/ n a commcui garden vegetable whose succulent edible 
leaves are used esp m salads [ME letuse, fr OF laitues, pi of laitue, fr L 
lactuca, fr lact-, lac milk - more at galaxy, fr its milky juice] 
letup Aletup/ n a cessation or lessening of efTort, activity, or intensity 
let up vi la to dimmish, slow down, or cease b to relax or cease one's 
efTorts or activities 2 to bec^e less severe -< usu + on, infml 
leu Alayooh/ n, pi lei /lay/ Romania at nationality [Romanian, 
lit., lion, fr L /eo - more at lion] 

leuc-, leuco-, leuk-, Icuko- comb form 1 white; colourless 
<leucocyfe> <leucorr/ioea> 2 white matter of the brain <lcucotomy> [NL 
leuc-, leuco-, fr Gk leuk-, leuko-, fr leukos - more at ‘light] 
leucine /'lyoohseen/ /i an ammo acid found in most proteins and 
essential to the diet of human beings [ISV leuc- > -me] 
leucocyte Z'UyJoohka.sict/ n white blood cell 
leucome /l(y)ooh'kohm3/ n a dense white opaque part m the cornea of 
the eye [LL, fr Gk leukoma, fr leukos white] 

leucorrhoea /.Uyloohka'na/ n a thick whitish discharge from the vagina 
resulting from inflammation or congestion of the mucous membrane 
[NL] 

leucotomy /l(y)ooh'kotami/ n a lobotomy 

leukeemie /l(y)ooh'kcemy3, -mi'S/ n any of several usu fatal types of 
cancer that are characterized by an abnormal increase in the number of 
white blood cells in the body tissues, esp the blood, and occur m acute 
or chronic form [NL] 

lev /lef/ n, pi leva /'leva/ Bulgaria at nationality [Bulg, lit., 
lion] 

lev-, levo- comb form, chiefly NAm laev- [F livo-, fr L laevus left, akin 
to Gk laioa left] 

levanter /b'vanta/ n a strong easterly Mediterranean wind [Levant, the 
countries of the eastern Mediterranean, fr F levant, prp of lever to 
rise] 

levator /li'vayta, 'Icvotaw/ a, pi levatorca /.leva'uwreez, 'levau,reez/, 
levaton a muscle that serves to raise a part of the body - compare 
DEPRESSOR (NL. fr L levatus, pp of levare to raise - more at lever] 
'levee /levi/ Ala reception of visitors formerly held by a person of rank 
on rising from bed 2 a reception, usu in honour of a particular person [F 
levtr, fr MF, act of arising, fr (se) lever to rise, fr L levare] 

*levee n, NAm 1 an embankment for preventing or conflning flooding 2 
a river landing place [F levSe, fr OF, act of raising, fr lever to raise - more 
at lever] 

'level /le^l/ n 1 a device (e g a spirit level) for establishing a horizontal 
line or plane 2a a horizontal state or condition btheequilibnumofafluid 
marked by a horizontal surface of even altitude (water seeks its own ^ > 
€ an (approximately) horizontal line, plane, or surface 3a a position ^ 
height in relation to the ground; height (eye > b a practically horizonul 
or flat area, esp of land 4 a position or place in a scale or rank (e g of 
value or importance) (a high of academic excellencey 5 (a passage in) 

an inteiconnectiog series of regularly worked horizontal mine passages 6 


the (often measurable) size or amount of sthg specified (noise [ME, 
fr MF livel, fr (assumed) VL libellum, alter, of L libella, fr dim. of libra 
weight, balance] - on the level honest; bona fide 
*lovel vb -II- (NAm -I-, -II-), /'levl-ing/ vt la to make (a line or surface) 
horizontal, make level, even, or uniform b to raise or lower to the same 
height “ often + up (^ up the picture with the one next to ity 2a to bnng 
to a honzontal aiming position b to aim, direct - ^ at or against led 
a charge of fraud at her} 3 to bnng to a common level, plane, or standard; 
equalize (love - s all ranks - W S Gilbert) 4 to lay level with the ground; 
raze 5 to find the heights of diflerent points in (a land area) ^vi 1 to 
attain or come to a level - usu 4 out or off (the plane led off at IO,OOOfiy 
2 to aim a gun or other weapon honzon tally 3 to deal frankly and openly 

- infml 

’level adj la having no part higher than another b parallel with the plane 
of the honzon, conforming to the curvature of the liquid parts of the 
earth's surface 2a even, unvarying (a ^ temperature) b equal m 
advantage, progression, or standing (drew - with the leaders) c steady, 
unwavering (spoke in -- tones) 3 distributed evenly, uniform stress) 

- levelly adv, levelness n - level best very best (she did her level 
best) 

.level ‘croaeing n, Br the crossing of railway and road or 2 railways on 
the same level 

.level'headed A'hedid/ adj having sound judgment, sensible - level- 
headednesa n 

leveller, NAm chiefly leveler /'levala/ n 1 cap a member of a radical 
group dunng the English Civil War who advocated legal equality and 
religious tolerance 2 an advocate of equality 3 sthg that tends to reduce 
human differences [’level 4 ’-fr] 

'lever /'leeva/ a la a bar used for pnzing up or dislodging sthg b an 
inducing or compelling force; a tool (attempts to use food as a political 
- Time) 2a a ngid bar used to exert a pressure or sustain a weight at 
one end by applying force at the other and turning it on a fulcrum b a 
projecting part by which a mechanism is operated or adjusted [ME, fr OF 
levier, fr lever to raise, fr L levare; akin to L levis light in weight - more 
at *1 ioht] 

’lever vt to prize, raise, or move (as lO with a lever 
leverage /'icevanj/ n 1 the action of a lever or the mechanical advantage 
gained by it 2 power, influence 

leveret ?\ev( 9 )nt/ n a hare in its first year [ME, fr (assumed) MF levrct, 
fr MF levrt hare, fr L lepor-, lepus] 

leviathan /la' vic'Sthan/ A I o/hcA cap a biblical sea monster 2 sthg large 
or formidable [ME, fr LL, fr Heb liwyathan] - leviathan adj 
levigate /'levi.gayt/ vt to gnnd to a fine smooth powder while in a moist 
condition [L levigatus, pp of levigare, fr levis smooth + -igare (akin to 
agere to dnvc) - more at 'lime, agent] - levigation A'gaysh( 3 )n/ n 
levitate AlevLtayt/ vb to (cause to) nse or float in the air, esp in apparent 
defiance of gravity [levity] - levitation /,levi'taysh(a)n/ a, levitational 
adj 

Levite /'leeviet/ n a member of the pnestly Hebrew tnbe of Levi [ME. 
fr LL Levita, Levites, fr Gk Leuites, fr Lem Levi, third son of Jacob, fr 
Heb] 

Levitical /b'vitikl/ adj of the Levites or Leviticus [LL Leviticus] 
Leviticus /b'vitikas/ a the third book of the Old Testament [LL, lit , 
of the Levites] 

levity Alevoti/ a lack of senousness, esp excessive or unseemly fnvolity 
[L levitat-, levitas lightness, frivolity, fr levis light in weight - more at 
•light] 

'levy /levi/ n la the imposing or collection of a tax, fine, etc b an amount 
levied 2a the enlistment or conscnption of men for military service b sing 
or pi in constr troops raised by levy [ME, fr MF levee, fr OF, act of raising 

- more at ’levef] 

’levy vt 1 to impose, collect, or demand by legal authonty a tax) 2 
to enlist or consenpt for military service 3 to prepare for and make (war) 

- usu ¥ on or upon - leviable adj 

lewd /l(y)oohd/ adj 1 sexually coarse or suggestive 2 obscene, salacious 
songs) [ME lewed vulgar, fr OE Uewede of the laity, ignorant] - 

lewdly adv, lewdnesa a 

lewie /'looh'ii/ a a device consisting of wedges or curved metal bars used 
to gnp 4 nd hoist large stones or blocks [prob fr the name Lewis] 
lewisite /'looh'Uiet/ a a blister-inducing liquid developed as a poison gas 
for war use [Winford Lewis tl943 US chemist] 
lexical Alekiiikl/ atfj 1 of words or the vocabulary of a language as 
distinguished from its grammar and construction 2 of a lexicon - 
lezIcaUy adv, lezicality /Jeksi'kalati/ a 

lexicography /.leksi'kografl/ a (the principles oO the editing or making 
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of a dictionary - lexicographer n, lexicographic /.Icksika'grafik/, lexico- 
graphical adj 

lexicology / .leksi'kobji/ n a branch of linguistics concerned with the 
meaning and use of words [F Icxicologie, fr lexica- (fr LGk lexiko-, fr 
lexikon) + -logic -logy] - lexicologist n 

lexicon /'leksikon/ n, pi lexica /-ka/, lexicons 1 a dictionary, esp of 
Greek. Latin, or Hebrew 2 the vocabulary of a language, individual, or 
subject [LGk lexikon, fr ncut of lextkos of words, fr Gk lexis word, 
speech, fr legem to say - more at legend] 
lexis /'Icksis/ n. pi lexea /-seez/ lexicon 2 [Gk, speech, word] 

Mey /lee, lay/ arable land used lemporanly for hay or grazing [var of 
lea] 

*ley n an alignment of landmarks held to mark the course of a prehistonc 
trackway [var of lea (tract of open ground)] 
liability /.lie o'bilati/ n 1 being liable 2 sthg for which one is liable, esp, 
pi debts 3 a hindrance, drawback - infml 

liable /*lie abl/ adj 1 legally responsible 2 exposed or subject to <- to 
a fine'yi'*- to hurt yourself^ 3 habitually likely to (she's - to get 
annoyed) [(assumed) AF, fr OF her to bind, fr L ligare - more at 
I igallire] 

liaise Aet'ayj/ vt 1 to establish a connection and cooperate 2 to act as 
a liaison officer [back-formation fr liaison] 

liaison /lee'ayzon, -z(3)n. -zonh/ n 1 a substance or mixture used in 
cooking to thicken or bind liquids 2a a close bund or connection h an 
illicit sexual relationship, affair 3a 3 the pronunciation (eg in the 
French est-il) of an otherwise silent consonant before a word beginning 
with a vowel sound 4 communication, esp between parts of an armed 
force |F. fr MF, fr her] 

liana /li'ahna/ n a climbing plant, esp of tropical ram forests, that roots 
in the ground -JJ" plant [F hane] - lianoid /'lee a.noyd/ adj 
liar /'lie a/ n one who (habitually) tells lies [ME, fr OE leogere, fr leogan 
to he - more at U it] 

Lias /'lie as/ adj or n (of or being) the earliest subdivision of the Jurassic 
(rocks) [n F, fr E (a limestone rock), adj fr n] - Liassic /.lie'asik, li-/ 
adj 

lib /lib/ n, often cap libera non 2 - mfml (women's ^> - libber n 
libation /lie'baysh(3)n/ n 1 (an act of pounng) a liquid used in a sacnfice 
to a god 2a an act or instance of drinking b a beverage, esp alcoholic 
USE (2) fml or humor [L hhation-, libatio, fr lihatus, pp of hbare to pt>ur 
as an offering, akin to Gk leibein to pour] 

Mibel /'liebi/ n 1 (a) defamation of sby by published writing or pictorial 
representation as distinguished from spoken words or gestures - compare 
slander 2 a false insulting statement [ME, wntten declaration, fr MF. 
fr L hbellus, dim. of liber book - more at leaf] - libellouf adj 
’libsl vb -11- (NAm -I-, -I1-), /'Iiebl ing/ to make or publish a libel (against) 
- libeUer n, libellist n 

liberal /'libral/ adj 1 of or in liberal studies education) 2a generous, 
openhanded <a ~ giver) b abundant, ample (a ^ helping) 3 
broad-mmded, tolerant, esp not bound by authoritarianism, orthodoxy, or 
tradition 4 cap based on or advocating (political) liberalism, specif of a 
political party m the UK advocating economic freedom and moderate 
reform [ME, fr MF, fr L hberahs suitable for a freeman, generous, fr hber 
fret, akin to OE leodan to grow, Gk eleutheros free] - liberally adv, 
libcralness, liberality /liba'ralati/ n 

*lib«raJ n 1 one who is not stnet in the observance of orthodox ways (e g 
in politics or religion) 2 cap a supporter of a Liberal party 3 a champion 
of individual rights 

.liberal 'arts n pi the medieval studies comprising the tnvium and 
quadrivium 

liberalism /'libroliz(3)m/ n 1 breadth of mind; tolerance, understanding 
2a a political philosophy based on belief in progress and the protection 
of political and civil literties b cap Liberal pnnciples and poliacs ~ 
liberalist n or adj, liberaliatic /.libra'Iistik/ adj 

liberal-ize, -iae /’hbra.liez/ vb to make or become (more) liberal - 
liberalization /•'zaysh(a)n/ n 
.Liberal 'Juda.ism ti reform judaism 

.liberal 'studies n pi studies (e g language, history, etc) intended to 
provide general knowledge rather than professional or vocational skills 
liberate /’liba.rayl/ vt 1 to set free; specif to free (e g a country) from 
foreign domination 2 to free (a molecule, ion, etc) from combination 3 
to steal - euph or humor [L liberatus, pp of hbenure. fr hber free] - 
liberator n 

liberation /,libo'raysh(d)n/ n 1 liberating or being hberated 2 the 
seeking of equal rights and status (gay ^ > - liberationist n 


libertarian /.liba'tean-m/ n 1 a believer in free will 2 an advocate of 
liberty - libertarian adj, libertarianism n 

libertine /libateen/ n a person who is unrestrained by convention or 
morality; specif one leading a dissolute life [ME liberlyn freedman, fr L 
hbertinus, fr hbertinus, adj, of a freedman, fr libertus freedman, fr hber] 

- libertinage Atinij/, libertinism /-ti.niz(3)m/ n 

liberty Alibati/ n la the power to do as one pleases b freedom from 
physical restraint or dictatonal control c the enjoyment of vanous nghts 
and privileges (civil ->-> d the power of choice 2 a nght or immunity 
awarded or granted; a privilege 3a a breach of etiquette or propriety b 
a risk, chance (took foolish liberties with her health) [ME, fr MF liberie, 
fr L hbertat-, hbertas, fr hber free - more at liberal] - at liberty 1 free 
2 at leisure, unoccupied 

'liberty .cap n a close-fitting conical cap used as a symbol of liberty (e g 
by the French revolutionaries) 

‘liberty .horse n a circus horse that performs without a nder 
libidinous /li'bidinas/ adj having or marked by strong sexual desire; 
lascivious [ME. fr MF libidineus, fr L libidinosus, fr hbidin-, hbido] - 
libidinously adv, libidinousiiess n 

libido /li'beedoh/ n, pi libidos 1 emotional or mental energy derived in 
psychoanalytic theory from pnmitive biological urges 2 sexual dnve [NL 
hbidin-, libido, fr L. desire, lust, fr hbere to please - more at love] - 
libidinal /li'bid(d)nol/ adj 

Lib-Lab /.lib 'lab/ adj involving both the Labour and Liberal parties (the 

- pact) [LibcraA ♦ Labour] 

Libra Aleebra, 'lie-/ n (sby bom und^) the 7th sign of the zodiac in 
astrology, pictured as a pair of scales symbol [ME. fr L, lit., scales, 
pound] - Librtn n or adj 

librarian /lie'breon-an/ n sby who manages or assists in a library - 
librariansbip n 

library /'liebran/ n la a place in which books, recordings, films, etc are 
kept for reference or for Ixirrowing by the public b a collection of such 
book.s, recordings, etc 2 a senes of related books issued by a publisher 
[ME, fr ML hbranum, fr L, neut of hbranus of books, fr hbr-, hber book 

- more at leaf] 

library science n, chiefly NAm the study or the pnnciples and practices 
of librananship 

librate /lie'brayt/ vi 1 to oscillate, vibrate 2 to suy poised [L libratus, 
pp of hbrare to balance, fr libra scales] 

llbration /lie'braysh(a)n/ n an apparent oscillation of the moon or other 
celestial body that causes parts at the edge of the disc to become 
alternately visible and invisible [L hbration-, libratio, fr libratus] - 
librational, libratory /'liebrat(a)n/ adj 

libretto ''li'bretoh/ n, pi librettos, libretti /-ti/ (the book containing) the 
text of I work (e g an opera) that is both theatncal and musical [It, dun. 
of libro book, fr L hbr-, hber] - librettist n 
Librium /'libn-om/ trademark - used for chlordiazepoxide 
Libyan /’libi an/ n 1 a native or inhabiUnt of Libya 2 a Berber language 
of ancient N Afnca {Libya, country in N Afnca, fr L Libye, Libya, fr Gk 
Libye] - Libyan adj 
lice /lies/ pi of LOUSE 

licence, NAm chiefly license /'lie$(3)ns/ n la pemussion to act b 
freedom of action 2 (a certificate giving evidence oO permission granted 
by authi/Hty to engage in an otherwise unlawful activity, esp the sale of 
alcoholic dnnk 38 freedom that allows or is used with irresponsibility b 
disregard for rules of propnety or personal conduct 4 freedom c laim ed 
by an artist or writer to alter facts or deviate from the rules of an art, esp 
for the sake of the effect gamed (poetic ^ > [ME, fr MF hcence. fr L 
hcentia, fr hcent-, licens, prp of licere to be permitted; akin to Latvian likt 
to come to terms] 

license, licence /'lies(3)ns/ vt to give official permission to or for (esp the 
sale of alcoholic dnnk) 

.licensed 'victualler n. Bra publican holding a licence to sell food and 
alcoholic drink on the premises 

licensee /.lies(3)n'see/ n the holder of a licence; esp, Br a publican 
'license .plate n, NAm a renewable number plate showuig that the 
vehicle to which it is attached is licensed 

licentiate /lie'sens(h)i 9t, -ayt/ n 1 one licensed to practise a profession 
2 an academic degree awarded by some European universitica [ML 
licentiatus, fr pp of licentiare to allow, fr L hcentia] 
licentious /lie'senshas/ adj behaving in a sexually uncontrolled manner 
[L hcentiosus, fr hcentia] - llcentioiisly adv, Ucentiousneas n 
lichee /'liechee, -'-/ n a litchi 

lichen Aliekan. 'lichin/ n 1 any of numerous complex plants made up of 
an alga and a fungus growing in symbiotic association on a solid surface 
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(e g a rock or tree crunk) plant 2 any of several skin diseases 
characterized by raised spots [L, fr Gk Jeichen, lichen] - llchenoua adj, 
Uchenoid /-.noyd/ adj 
'lich-,gate /Ikh/ n a lych-gate 

licit /Usit/ adz not forbidden (by law); permissible [MF licite, fr L hcitus, 
fr pp of lic^e to be permitted > more at licence] - lidtly adv 
Mick /lik/ vt la(l) to draw the tongue over, esp in order to taste, moisten, 
or clean a stamp) (2) to flicker or play over like a tongue b to take 
into the mouth with the tongue; lap - usu + up 2a to strike repeatedly, 
thrash b to get the better of, overcome <Aas --ed every problem) ^vi 
to lap (as iO with the tongue, also to dan like a tongue (^flames ing at 
the Windows) USE (vt 2) infml [ME Jicken, fr OE hccian; akin to OHG 
feckdn to lick, L lingere, Gk leichem] - lick into shape to put into proper 
form or condition 

Mick n la an act or instance of licking b a small amount, a touch (a ^ 
of paint) 2 'blow 1 3 a place to which animals regularly go to lick a salt 
deposit 4 speed, pace (the car was travelling at a good ^ > - infml - a 
lick and a promise sthg hastily and not thoroughly done, esp a quick 
wash 

licking /'liking/ n I a sound thrashing; a beating 2 a sevcie setback: a 
defeat USE infml 

licorice /'likarish, -ris/ n liquonce 

lictor /likta/ n an officer of ancient Rome who carried the fasces and 
accompanied the chief magistrates in public appearances [L, perh akin 
to L ligare to bind] 

lid /lid/ n 1 a hinged or detachable cover (for a receptacle) 2 the 
operculum in mosses [ME. fr OE hlid: akin to OHG hht cover, OE 
hlinian, hleonian to lean - more at 'lean] - lidded adj 
lido /liedoh, 'lee-/ o, pi lidos 1 a fashionable beach resort 2 a public 
open-air swimming pool [Lido, resort near Venice m Italy, fr L litus 
shore] 

Mio /lie/ VI lying; lay /lay/, lain /layn/ la to be or to stay at rest in a 
horizontal position; rest, recline motionless) (^ asleep) b to assume 
a horizontal position - often + down c to be or remain in a specified state 
or condition (‘^ in wait) (machinery lying idle) 2a of sthg inanimate to 
be or remain in a flat or honzontal position on a surface (books lying on 
the table) b of snow to remain on the ground without melting 3 to have 
as a direction; 'lead lb(l) (the route lay to the west) 4a to occupy a 
specified place or position (hills ^ behind us) (the responsibility s with 
us) b to have an adverse or disheartening effect, weigh (remorse lay 
heavily on her) cofan action, claim, etc in a court of law to be sustainable 
or admissible 5 to remain at anchor or becalmed TME hen, fr OE began, 
akin to OHG hgen to lie, L lectus bed, Gk lechos}- lie low 1 to stay in 
hiding; strive to avoid notice 2 to bide one’s time 
*lle n 1 the way, position, or situation in which sthg lies (the ^ of the land) 
2 a haunt of an anunal or fish 

Mie vi lying /'lie-ing/ 1 to make an untrue sutement with intent to deceive, 
speak falsely 2 to create a false or misleading impression (the camera 
never ~ s> [ME hen, fr OE leogan, akin to OHG hogan to lie, OSlav 
lugati] 

MIe n 1 an untrue or false statement, esp when made with intent to deceive 
2 sthg that misleads or deceives 

liabf raumilch /leebfrow,milkh/ n, often cap a dry Hock [G, alter, of 
liebfraueomiJch, fr LiebfrauenstifI, religious foundation in Worms, Ger- 
many milch milk] 

lied Aeed (Ger lixt)/ n, pi Ueder /'leeda, (Ger li:dar)/ a German song; esp 
a 19th-c setting of a lyncal poem [G, song, fr OHG hod - more at 
laud] 

'lia da.tactor n an instrument for detecting physical evidence if the 
mental tension that accompanies telling lies 
1ia-.down n, chidly Br a brief rest, esp on a bed - infml 
lia down vi to submit meekly or abjectly to defeat, disappointment, or 
insult (won't take that critiasm lying down) 
liaf /kef/ adv, archaic soon, gladly (I’d as go as not) [ME lef, laf, 
fr OE /eof. adj; akin to OE lufu love > more at love] 

Miaga /leg/ adj la entitled to feudal allegiance b owing feudal allegiance 
2 faithful, loyal [ME, fr OF, fr LL laeticus, fr laetus serf, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OFris let serf] 

Miaga n la a feudal vassal b a loyal subject 2 a feudal superior 
liaga .man n 1 lieoe la 2 a devoted follower 
lia in W 1 to be conflned to give birth to a child 2 chiefly Br to stay in 
bed until later than usual in the morning - Uc-ln o 
Han /lee-an, leen/ n the legal right to hold another’s property until a claim 
is met [MF, tie, band, fr L ligamen, fr ligare to bind - more at 
lioatum] 


lia off VI, of a ship to keep a little distance away from the shore or another 
ship 

lia ovar vi to await attention at a later time (several jobs lying over from 
last week) ^ 

liarna /li'uhn, li'ean/ n a nonsiructural rib in a vault church [F, 
fr MF, fr Her to bind, tic -more at iiable] 
lia to vi, of a ship to stay stationary with head to windward 
liau /l(y)ooh/ n [MF, place, fr L locus - more at 'stall] - In lieu in 
substitution; instead (I'm sending this message in lieu of a letter) 
lia up VI 1 to stay in bed, esp for a long penod 2 of a ship to remain in 
dock or out of commission 3 to remain inactive or at rest 
liautanancy /leftenansi, NAm looh-/ n the oflice, rank, or commission 
of a lieutenant 

liautenant /leftenant, Koyal Savy and NAm looh'tendnt/ n 1 an 
oflicial empowered to act for a higher olFicial, a deputy or representative 
RANK [ME, fr MF, fr lieu + tenant holding, fr tenir to hold, fr 
L tenere - more at thin] _ 
liautanant colonal n rank 

liautanant commandar n rank 
lieutenant general n rank 

liautanant governor n a deputy or subordinate governor 
lieutenant junior grade n, pi lieutenants junior grade rank 
Mife /lief/ n, pi lives /lievz/ la the quality that distinguishes a vital and 
functional being from a dead body b a pnnciple or force considered to 
underlie the distinctive quality of animate beings - compare vitalism 1 
c a state of matter (e g a cell or an organism) charactenzed by capacity 
for metabolism, growth, reaction to stimuli, and reproduction 2a the 
sequence of physical and mental expencnces that make up the existence 
of an individual b an aspect of the process of living (the sex ^ of the frog) 
3 biography 1 4 a state or condition of existence after death) 5a 
the penod from birth to death or to the present time (I have lived here 
all my ^) b a specific phase of earthly existence (adult '^) c the penod 
from an event or the present time until death (a member for ^) da 
sentence of impnsonmcni for life (got for the murder) 6 a way or 
manner of living (a holy ~ ><a full ^ > 7 a person (many lives were lost 
in the disaster) 8 the source of pleasure, interest, or enjoyment in living, 
the reason for living (his work was his whole ^>9 the living form 
considered as a model (painted from ~ ) 10 the penod of usefulness, 
effectiveness, or functioning of sthg inanimate expected - of torch 
battenes) 11a penod of existence (e g of a subatomic particle) - compare 
HALF-iiFE 12 living beings (eg of a specified kind or environment) 
(forest ~ > 13a the active part of human existence, esp in a wide range 
of circumstances or expenences (lefi home to see '^) b activity from 
living things; movement (stirrings of '^) e the activities of a specified 
sphere, area, or time (the political ^ of the country) 14 (one who 
provides) interest, animation, or vigour (the and soul of the party) 15 

any of several chances to participate given to a contestant in some games, 
1 of which IS forfeited each time he/she loses; also a failed chance to get 
a batsman out (dropped a catch and gave the batsman a > [ME hf, fr 
OE hf, akin to OE libban to live - more at live] 

’life adj 1 using a living model (a class) 2 of, being, or provided by 
life insurance <a ^ policy) 

.life-and-'death adj involving death or risk to life, vitally important 
life .belt n a buoyant belt for keeping a person afloat 
'life.blood /-,blud, ,-'-/ n 1 the blood necessary to life 2 a vital or 
life-giving force 

'life.boat /-,boht/ n a robust buoyant boat for use in saving lives at 
sea 

life ,buoy /boy/ n a buoyant often nng-shaped float to which a person 
may cling in the water 

'life .cycle n the series of stages in form and functional activity through 
which an organism, group, culture, etc passgs during its lifetime 
.life ex'pectancy n the expected length of d>y's or sthg's bfe, based on 
statistical protobility 
'life-.force n elan vital 

life-, giving adj giving or having power to give life or spirit; invigorat- 
ing 

'life, guard /-.gahd/ n a usu expert swimmer employed to safeguard other 
8wimmeK;8 - lifeguard vi 

.life 'hiatory n the changes through which an organism passes in its 
development from the primary stage to its natural death 
Ufa in,auranca n insurance providing for payment of a stipulated sum 
to a beneficiary on the death of the insured person or to the insured person 
on reaching a certain age 



'life Jacket n a buoyant device that is designed to keep a person afloat 
and can be worn continuously as a precaution against drowning 
'lifeless /-iis/ adj la dead b inanimate 2 having no living beings <a 
planety 3 lacking qualities expressive of life and vigour, dull <a voice) 
['LiFF + -ibssj - lifelessly adv, lifelessness n 
'life, like /-.lick/ adj accurately representing or imitating (the appearance 
of objects in) real life 

'life, line /-.hen/ n la a rope for saving or safeguarding life e g (1) one 
stretched along the deck of a ship in rough weather (2) one fired to a ship 
in distress by means of a rocket b the line by which a diver is lowered 
and raised 2 sthg, esp the sole means of communication, regarded as 
indispensable for the maintenance or protection of life 
'life.iong /-.long/ adj lasting or continuing throughout life 
life of Riley /'rich/ n a carefree comfortable way of living - esp in live 
the life of Riley [fr the name Riley or Reilly] 

.life 'peer, fem life peeress /'pians/ n a British peer whose title is not 
hereditary - life peerage n 

'life pre, server n 1 chiefly Br a small weighted club 2 chiefly NAm a 
life jacket, life buoy, etc 

lifer /'liefa/ n one sentenced to life impnsonment - mfml 
'life .raft n a raft for use by people forced into the water (eg in a 
shipwreck) 

'life, saver /-.sayva/ n shy or sthg timely and effective in the prevention 
or relief of distress or difficulty - lifesaving adj or n 
.life 'science n a science (c g biology, medicine, anthropology, or 
sociology) that deals with living organisms and life processes - life 
scientist n 

'life-.size, life-sized adj of natural size, of the size of the original - 
stafue) 

'life-, Style n ina.>idual’s way of life 

‘life .table n a table of life based on the mortality statistics for several 
years 

'life, time /-.iiem/ n the length of time for which a person, living thing, 
subatomic particle, etc exists 

.life'work /-'wuhk/ n the entire or pnncipal work (filling the whole) of 
one’s lifetime 

’lift /lift/ vt la to raise from a lower to a higher position, elevate b to raise 
in rank or condition 2 to pul an end to (a blockade or siege) by 
withdrawing the surrounding (forces 3 to revoke, rescind <'^ an embargo ' 
4a 10 plagiarize b to take out of noimal setting < ^ a word out of context 
5 to take up (e g 4 root crop) from the ground 6 to hit (e g a cricket ball) 
or to hit the bowling of (a bowler) into the air 7 to steal (had her purse 
^ ed) ' infml v/ 1 to ascend, nsc 2a to disperse upwards (until the 
fog -^s ^ b of bad weather to cease temporarily (the ram Finally ~cd,> 
3 of a bowled ball in cncket to rise at a sharper angle than expected after 
pitching (ME liflen. fr ON lypta, akin to OE lyft air - more at loft] - 
liftable adj, lifter n 

‘lift n la (a device for) lifting or (the amount) being lifted b the lifiing up 
of a dancer or skater usu by her partner 2 a usu free ride as a passenger 
in a motor vehicle 3 a slight nse or elevation of ground 4 the distance 
or extent to which sthg (e g water in a canal lock) rises 5 a usu temporary 
feeling of cheerfulness, pleasure, or encouragement (her new haircut gave 
her a real ^ ) 6 the upward part of the aerodynamic force acting on an 
aircraft or aerofoil that opposes the pull of gravity JIT fi ight 7 an 
organized transport of men, equipment, or supplies, esp an airlift 8 any 
of the ropes by which the yard is suspended from the mast on a 
square-ngged ship -5*’ ship 9 chiefly Br a device for conveying people 
or objects from one level to another, esp in a building 
'lift-.off n a vertical takeoff by an aircraft, rocket vehicle, or missile 
SPACE - lift off VI 

ligament /‘ligamant/ n a tough band of connective tissue forming the 
capsule round a joint or supporting an organ (eg the womb) 
ANAKiMY [ME, fr ML & L, ML ligamentum, fr L, band, tie, fr ligare] 
- ligamentary /-'mcnt(3)n/, ligamentous /-'mentas/ adj 
ligand /'ligand, 'lie-/ n an ion. molecule, etc joined by many bonds to a 
central atom, ion, etc (eg in a coordination complex) [L Itgandus, 
gerundive of ligare] 

ligate /'lie,gayt, -'-/ vf to tic with a ligature [L ligatus, pp of ligare] - 
ligation /lie'gaysh(3)n/ n 

ligature /"ligacha/ n la sthg that is used to bind; specif a thread used 
m surgery b sthg that unites or connects 2 the action of binding or tying 
3 ^si UK 1 4 a character consisting of 2 or more let ters or characters joined 
together; esp one (e g fr ) other than a diphthong [ME, fr MF, fr LL 
Iigatura, fr L ligatus, pp of ligare to bind, tie, akin to MHG geleich joint. 
Alb lith I tie] 


’light /liet/ n la (the sensation aroused by) sthg that makes vision possible 
by stimulating the sense of sight b an electromagnetic radiation m the 
wavelength range including infrared, visible, ultraviolet, and X rays, 
specif the part of this range that is visible to the human eye physics 
2 daylight 3 a source of light- e g a a celestial Ixxly b a burning candle 
c an clectnc light 4a spmtual illumination b inner i ighi c understand- 
mg, knowledge d the truth (see the -^>58 public knowledge (facts 
brought to b a particular aspect or appearance in which sthg is viewed 
(now saw the matter in a different 6 a particular illumination m a 
place (studio with a north ^ > 7 (enlightening) information or explana- 
tion (he shed some ^ on the problem^ 8 a medium (c g a window) 
through which light is admitted 9 pi a set of pnnciples, slandards, or 
opinions (true by your ^ s) 10 1 lading i ight 11a specified expression, 
perceived as being in sby’s eyes (the ^ of love in his eyes'y 12a a 
lighthouse b iraffic i ight 13 the representation in art of the effect of 
light on objects or scenes 14 a flame or spark for lighting sthg (e g a 
cigarette) 15 Br the answer to 1 of the clues of a crossword [ME, fr OE 
leoht, akin to OHG lioht light, L luc-, lux light, lucere to shine, Gk leukos 
white] - lightless adj, lightproof /-.proohf/ adj ~ in the light of with the 
insight provided by 

'light ad} 1 having plenty of light, bright (a ~ any room') 2a pale in 
colour or colouring b of colours medium in saturation and high in 
lightness 

Might \h lit /lit/, lighted /'lictid/ v/ 1 light l p 1 2 to catch fire ^ vt 1 
to set fire to 2a to conduct (sby) with a light, guide b to illuminate (a 
room lit by a bay window) 

*light jdj la having little weight, not heavy b designed to carry a 
comparatively small load (a van) c of the smaller vancty ‘'a gun) 
d (made of materials) having relatively little weight m proportion to bulk 
(aluminium is a ^ metal) e containing less than the legal, standard, or 
usual weight ia coin) 2a of little importance, tnvial b not abundant 
rain'^ (a ^ crop of wheat) 3a of sleep or a sleeper easily disturbed 
b exerting a minimum of force or pressure, gentle, soft (a touch) (a 
- breeze) (a ^ \oice) c faint <- print) 4a easily endurable 
taxation) b requinng little effort <'^ work) 5 nimble (^ on his feet) 
6 lacking seriousness, fnvolous 7 free from care, cheerful (a - heart) 8 
intending or intended chiefly to entertain reading) 9 of a dnnk 
having a comparatively low alcoholic content or a mild flavour (a ^ 
white wine) 10a easily digested \a -- dessert) b well leavened <^a **- 
cake^ 11 lightly armoured, armed, or equipped cavalry) 12 easily 
pulsenzed, crumbly soif) 13 dizzy, giddy (felt in the heacT) 14a 
carrying little or no cargo (the ship returned ^ > b producing light usu 
small gov/ds often for direct consumption industry) [ME. fr OE leoht; 
akin to OtUf lihti light. L levis, Gk elachys small] lightish adj, lightly 
adv, lightness n 

Might jdv 1 lightly 2 with the minimum of luggage (travel ^ > 

"light ' ' lighted, lit /lit/ 1 to settle, alight (a bird lit on the lawn) 2 to 
arnve by chance, happen <,lit upon a solution) [ME lighten, fr OE lihtan, 
akin to OE leoht light in weight] 

light air n wind having a speed of 1 to 5km/h (1 to 3mph) 
light breeze n wind having a speed of 6 to 1 Ikm/h (4 to 7mph) 
'light .bulb n incandlsckni i amp ^ 
light-emitting diode n an LED tf.i fotmmunication 
’lighten /'lict(a)n/ vt 1 to make (more) light or clear, illuminate 2 to 
make (e g a colour) lighter v; 1 to grow lighter, bnghten 2 to discharge 
flashes of lightning [ME lightenen, fr light] - ligbtener n 
'lighten vt 1 to reduce the weight of ^ the lorry) \ ^ her duties) 2 to 
relieve (partly) ot a burden <^the news --ed his mind) 3 to make less 
wearisome, alleviate s^-cd his gloom), broadly to cheer, gladden w 1 
to become lighter or less burdensome 2 to become more cheerful (his 
moxxi -ed) - lightencr n 

’lighter /’beta/ v t or n (to convey by) a large usu flat-bottomed barge used 
esp in unloading or loading ships [n ME, fr (a.ssumed) MD lichter, fr MD 
lichten to unload, akin to OE leoht light in weight, vb fr n] 

Mighter n a device for lighting (a cigar, cigarette, etc) [’i ight i ’-f:r] 
lighterage /'lietanj/ n (the charge for) the loading, unloading, or 
transport of gotxis by means of a lighter 
,lighter-than-'air adj. of an aircrafl of less weight than the air dis- 
placed 

.light-fingered adj 1 adroit m stealing, esp picking pockets 2 having 
a light and dexterous touch; nimble - Ught-flngeredness n 
.light-footed, light-foot adj moving gracefully and nimbly 
.light-'headed adj 1 mentally disonentcd, dizzy 2 fnvoious - 
light-headedly adv, light-headedness n 
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Incomplete 

metamorphosis 


grasshopper 


eggs 



nymph with 
wing buds 


adult with wings 


larva 


Complete 

metamorphosis 

swallowtail 

butterfly 



pupa 

in which the 
larva's body 
IS rebuilt to 
form the 
imago 


imago 


larva with 
yolk sac 


larva loses yolk sac 
as mouth and gut form 



I 2 weeks 3 weeks 

tadpole with tadpole with 




newly laid egg 

with a large yolk that will 

nourish the growing chick 




1 2 days 

embryo attached to a shrinking yolk 
by a single connective stalk 



1 5 days 
various organs, 
particularly the eyes, 
can be clesriy seen 


Oovolopmont of 
the avian egg 
turkey 


29 days 

newly hatched chick 




23 days 

chick is fully formed 

and absorbs the remaining yolk 

into Its abdomen 
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life cycle<a> 


Dovalopment of a marsupial mammal 

After a six-week gestation, the kangaroo gives birth to a 
tiny undeveloped offspring, which crawls to its mother's 
pouch and attaches itself to a nipple. When sufficiently 
developed the young kangaroo makes excursions from the 
pouch, but will return to suckle until it is a year old. 



crawls to pouch 

Development of a placental mammal 

The young of placental mammals are nurtured and 
protected inside the mother during early development. 
Continuous nourishment and oxygen pass from the mother 
to the embryo via the placenta. As a result, the offspring 
are born at a more advanced stage of development than 
marsupial offspring. REPRODUCTION 



Oviparity 

Birds and many reptiles are oviparous- 
the young develop and hatch from 
eggs outside the mother's body. In 
general, oviparous species lay large 
numbers of eggs in order that some of 
their offspring might survive 



crocodile hatching from egg 



herring gull chicks In nest 


Ovoviviparity 

Some lizards and snakes are 
ovoviviparous' the young develop in 
eggs inside the mother's body and 
hatch at, or just after, laying. 
Offspring produced ovoviviparously 
are less vulnerable to climatic 
variations and predation than those 
produced oviparously. 



puff adder and young 



common lizard hatching from 
newly-laid soft membranous egg 


Viviparity 

Most mammals, some reptiles, and a 
few fish are viviparous: the young 
develop inside the mother and are born 
in an active state. A giraffe is well- 
developed at birth as it must run with 
the herd, soon after, in order to 
survive Rabbits, on the other hand, 
are born blind, naked, and helpless in 
the protection of the burrow. 




.lighthearted /-'hahtid/ adj free from care or worry, cheerful - 

lightheartedly adv, lightheartedness n 

'lighthouse /-.hows/ n a tower, mast, etc equipped with a |)owerful light 
to warn or guide shipping at sea 

lighting /'lieting/ n (the apparatus providing) an artificial supply of 
light 

'lightness /-nis/ n the attnbute of object colours by which more or less 
of the incident light is reflected or transmitted [Hioin ♦ -Nrss] 
lightning /'lietmng/ n (the bnlliant light flash resulting from) an electric 
discharge between 2 clouds or between a cloud and the earth [ME. fr 
gerund of hghtenen to lighten] 

^lightning adj very quick, short, or sudden 

'lightning con.ductor n a metal rod fixed to the highest point of a 
building or mast and connected to the earth or water below as a protection 
against lightning 
.light 'opera n an operetta 

light out v'l, NAm to leave in a hurry - infml < lit out for home as soon 
as he couldy [*hght] 

'light .pen n a pen-shaped photoelectric device that is pointed at a VDU 
to create or identify characters, symbols, etc for input into a computer 
lights /licts/ n pi the lungs, esp of a slaughtered sheep, pig. etc [ME 
lightes, fr Iighi light in weight] 

'lightship /-.ship/ n a moored vessel equipped with a p<jwerful light to 
warn or guide shipping at sea 

'light .show n an entertainment of ever-changing coloured light 
'lights-.out n 1 a command or signal for putting out lights 2 u presenhed 
bedtime for people living in an institution (e g boarding school) 
light up vb 1 to illuminate or become illuminated or lit (in a sudden or 
conspicuous manner) </JreworA's lit up the night sky} '(^her face lit up> 2 
to Ignite (a cigarette, pipe, etc) 

'lightweight /-.wayt/ n or adj 1 (a boxer) weighing not more than 9st 
Qlb (61 2kg) if professional or more than 57kg (about 8st 131b) but not 
more than 60kg (about 9st 61b) if amateur 2 (sby) of little ability or 
importance 

'light -.year n a unit of length in astronomy equal to the distance that light 
iraviK in I year in a vacuum, 9,460 thousand million km (about 5,878 
thousand million mi) astronomy, unii 

lign-, ligni*, ligno- comb form I wood <ligni/i> /ligneous) 2 lignin and 
<lignoce/yu/ose> [L lign-, ligni-, fr lignum, fr legere to gather - more at 
I torND] 

lignify /lignific/ vb to convert into or become wood or woody tissue [h\ 
hgnifier, fr L lignum] - lignification /-fi'kaysh(.\hi/ n 
lignin /"lignin/ n a substance that forms the (cementing material between 
the) woody cell walls of plants 

lignite /'ligmet/ n a brownish black coal that is harder than peat but usu 
retains the texture of the onginal wood [F. fr L lignum] - lignitic /-'nitik/ 
adj 

lignocaine /'ligna.kayn/ n a synthetic local anaesthetic 
lignum vitae /.lignam 'vieti/ n. pi lignum vitaes (the very hard heavy 
dark wood oO any of several tropical Amencan trees [NL, lit , wood of 
life] 

ligulate /'ligyoolat, -layt/ adj 1 shaped like a strap (the ^ corolla of a 
ray flower of a composite planf) plani 2 having ligules 
ligule /'ligyoohl/ n an appendage on a foliage leaf and esp on the part of 
a blade of grass that forms a sheath round the stem [NL ligula, fr L, small 
tongue, strap, akin to L lingere to lick ~ qiorc at i ick] 
likable also likeable /'liekabl/ adj pleasant, agreeable - likableness n, 
likability A'bibti/ n 

'like /liek/ vt la to find agreeable, acceptable, or pleasant, enjoy 
games} ('^s playing games} b to feel towards, regard (how would you 
-- a change?} 2 to wish or choose to have, be, or do; want (^s to 
help} (^s us to come early} ^ vi to feel inclined; choose (you can leave 
any time you } [ME liken, fr OE Itaan, akin to OE gelic alike] - if you 

like so TO SPEAK 

‘like n a liking, preference (one's -^sand dislikes} 

‘like a<fj la alike in appearance, character, or quantity (suits of ^ design} 
b bearing a close resemblance; esp faithful (his portrait is very ^ > 2 likely 
[ME, alter, of ilich, fr OE gelic like, alike, akin to OHG giUh like, abke; 
both fr a prehistonc Gmc compound whose first constituent is rep- 
resented by OE ge- (associative prefix) and whose second is represented 
by OE lie body; akin to Lith fygus like - more at co-] 

*like prep la having the characteristics of; similar to (his house ts ~ a 
barn} b typical of <was her to do that} 2a in the manner of; similarly 
to (act - a foot} b to the same degree as (ftts a glove} c close to <cosf 
something ~ £5) 3 appearing to be, threaten, or promise (you seem ^ 


a sensible man} 4 - used to introduce an example (a subject ^ physics} 
~ like that 1 in that way (don’t eat like that) 2 without demur or 
hesitation (can't change jobs just like that) - like anything/crazy - used 
to emphasize a verb; infml (run like anything) 

•like n one who or that which is like another, esp in high value; a 
counterpart (never saw the ^ of it} (had no use for the of him} (her 

^ will never be seen again} - the like similar things (football, tennis, and 
the like) 

•like adv \ likely, probably (he'll come as ^ as not} 2 so ro speak (went 
up to her casually, ^ ) - nonstandard 
'like conj 1 in the same way as (if she can sing ^ she can dance} 2 chiefly 
NAm as if (acts he knows what he's doing} 

-like /-liek/ comb form (n - adj) resembling or characteristic of 
(bell-hke} (ladyhke} 

likelihood /'liekli.hood/ n probability (in all ~ it will rain} 

'likely /'liekli/ adj 1 having a high probability of being or occurring (-^ 
to succeed} (the ~ result} 2a reliable, credible (a - enough story} b 
incredible -- used ironically (a tale!} 3 seeming appropnate, suitable 
(a ^ spot} 4 promising < lads} (ME, fr ON glikligr, fx ghkr like, akin 
to OE gelw] 

‘likely adv probably - often m most Aery /more/quite likely (he most - 
will give up} 

,like-'minded adj having a similar outlook or disposition ~ likc-mindedly 
adv, like-mindedness n 

liken /'lickan/ vt to find or point out similarities in, compare 
'likeness /-ms/ n 1 resemblance 2 a copy, portrait <j gCKKi -- nfher> 
3 arcAa/c an appearance, semblance ['iikf < -ni-ss] 

‘like.wise A.wie// adv 1 m like manner, similarly (go and do ^) 2 
moreover, in aodition 3 similarly so with me (answered '->■ 'to ‘Pleased 
to meet you “) 

liking /’licking/ n favourable regard, fondness, taste (took a ~ to the 
newcomer} (things were not to his - ^ 

likute /li'k(y)ooht.')/ n, pi makuta /mah-/ Zaire at na i ionali r v 
[of Niger-Congo ongin, prob akin to obs Nupe kuta stone] 
lilac /’liclak, -lak/ n 1 a European sbrub of the olive family with 
heart-shaped leaves and large clusters of fragrant while or (pale pinkish) 
purple flowers 2 pale pinkish purple [obs F (now Idas), fr Ar lilak, fr Per 
nilak bluish, fr ml blue, fr Skt tula dark blue] 

lilangeni /.Iilang'gem/ n. p/ emalangeni /.eenmhUng'gem/ -^.f Swazi- 
land at NAMONALiTY [of Baiiiu ongin] 
lilliputian /,Iili'pyoohsh(y),'>n/ n or adj, often cap (sby or sthg) remark- 
ably tiny or diminutive [Lilliput, imaginary country of tiny people in 
Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift tl745 Ir satinst] 

Li-Lo Alic ,loh/ trademark - used for an airbed 

'lilt /lilt/ vb to sing or speak rhythmically and with varying pitch [ME 
lulten] - liltingly adv 

‘lilt 17 1 (a song or tune with) a rhythmic swing, flow, or rising and falling 
inflection 2 a light springy motion (a - in her step} 
lily Alili/ n 1 any of a genus of plants that grow from bulbs and are widely 
cultivated for their vanously coloured showy flowers, also any of vanous 
other plants of the lily or the related daffodil or ins families 2 wai fr i ily 
3 a calla 4 i u lfr-df i is 2 5 one resembling a lily in fairness, punty, or 
fragility - poetic [ME lilie, fr OE. fr L lilium] - liliaceous /-'ayshas/ 
adj 

,lily-'livered /'livad/ adj lacking courage, cowardly 
.lily of the 'valley n a low perennial plant of the lily family that has usu 
2 large leaves and a stalk of fragrant drooping bell-shaped white 
flowers 

'lily .pad n a large flat floating leaf of a water lily 
.lily-'white adj 1 pure white 2 irreproachable, pure 
'lima .bean /liema/ n (the flat edible seed oQ any of various widely 
cultivated bushy or tall-growing orig tropical Amencan beans [Lima, 
capital city of Peru] 

'limb /lim/ n 1 any of the projecting paired appendages of an animal body 
used esp for movement and grasping but sometimes modified into sensory 
or sexual organs; esp a leg or arm of a human being 2 a large primary 
branch of a tree 3 an active member or agent <~s of the law} 4 an 
extension, branch; specif any of the 4 braikches or arms of a cross 5 
archaic a mischievous child [ME lim, fr OE; akin to ON limr limb, L 
limes limit, hmen threshold, Gk leimon meadow] - limbless adj - out on 
a limb in an exposed and unsupported position 
‘limb vt to dismember; esp to cut off the limbs of (a felled tree) 

‘limb n 1 the graduated edge of a quadrant, levelling staff, etc 2 the outer 
edge of the apparent disc of a celestial body 3 the broad flat part of a petal 
or sepal furthest from its base [L limbus border - more at ‘limp] 
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limbed /hmd/ adj having (a speciried kind or number oO limbs - usu in 
combination <«/rong-limbed> 

'limber /’limbo/ n a 2-whcclcd (ammunition-carrying) vehicle to which a 
gun may be attached [ME lymour] 

‘limber adj supple in mind or body; flexible [ongin unknown] - limberly 
adv, iimbemess n 

limber up vb to (cause to) become supple, flexible, or prepared for 
physical action /limbered up before the match} 
limbic /'limbik/ adj of or being a group of structures in the brain, 
including the hypothalamus and hippocampus, that are concerned esp 
with emotion and motivation [NL hmbicus of a border or margin, fr L 
hmbu%] 

'limbo /'limboh/ n, pi limbos 1 often cap an abode of souls that are 
according to Roman Catholic theology barred from heaven because of not 
having received Christian baptism 2a a place or state of restraint or 
confinement, or of neglect or oblivion b an intermediate or transitional 
place or state [ME, fr ML. abl of limbus limbo, fr L, border - more at 
'limp] 

‘limbo n, pi limbos a W Indian acrobatic dance that involves bending over 
backwards and passing under a low horizontal pole [native name in W 
Indies] 

'lime /liem/ n 1 birdlime 2a a caustic solid consisting of calcium (and 
some magnesium) oxide, obtained by heating calcium carbonate (e g in the 
form of shells or limestone) to a hi^Memperature, and used in building 
(eg in plaster) and in agriculture building b calcium hydroxide 
(occurnng as a dry white powder), made by treating caustic lime with 
water c calcium (carbonate of - not now used technically [ME, fr 
OE hm, akin to OHG hm birdlime, L lima file, linere to smear, levis 
smooth. Gk leios] - limy adj 

‘lime vt to tre^t o'i k, ,cr with lime the soil in the spring} 

‘lime n (the light fine-grained wood oO any of a genus of widely planted 
(ornamental) trees that usu have heart-shaped leaves [alter of ME lind, 
fr OE, akin to OHG linta linden] 

*lime n a (spiny tropical citrus tree cultivated for its) small sphencal 
greenish-yellow fruit [F, fr Prov limo, fr Ar hm] 
iime-, juicer /'joohsa/ n, NAm a Bntish ship or sailor ~ slang [fr the 
former use of lime juice on British ships as a dnnk to prevent scurvy] 
'lime, light /-.lict/ n 1 (the white light produced by) a stage lighting 
instrument producing illumination by means of an intense flame directed 
on a cylinder of lime 2 the centre of public attention (she’s in the - 
again } 

limen /'licman, -men/ n threshold 3 [L limin-. limen - more at 
'i imb] 

limerick /’limank/ n a humorous and often epigrammatic or indecent 
verse form of 5 lines with a rhyme scheme of aabba [Limenck, city & 
county in Eire] 

'lime, Stone /-.stohn/ n a widely-occurnng rock consisting mainly of 
calcium carbonate 

'Iime.wa8h /-.wash/ n a mixture of lime and water used as a coating (e g 
for walls) 

'lime, water /-.wawta/ n an alkaline solution of calcium hydroxide in 
water used esp as an antacid 

limey /liemi/ n, often cap, NAm a Bntish person, esp a sailor - slang 
[/ime-juicer + -y] 

liminal /'liminal/ adj 1 of or at a sensory threshold 2 barely perceptible 
[L limin-, limen threshold] 

'limit /'limit/ n la a boundary b pi the place enclosed within a boundary 
(must not go off --s} 2a sthg that bounds, restrains, or confines (worked 
within the of his knowledge} (set a on his spending} b a line or 

point that cannot or should not be passed 3 a prescribed maxir’>cm or 
minimum amount, quantity, or number (a speed 4 a number winch 
IS approached but not reached by the value of a a function when the 
independent variable is made to approach a prescribed number or to 
increase or decrease indefinitely b the sum of a senes as the number of 
terms is increased indefinitely 5 sby or sthg exasperating or intolerable 
- + the-, infml [ME. fr MF limite, fr L limit , limes boundary - more at 
■limb] > limitless adj, Ihnitlessly adv, limitlessness n 
‘limit vt 1 to restrict to specific bounds or limits (the specialist can no 
longer himself to hts speciality} 2 to curuul or reduce in quantity or 
extent; curb (we must ^ the power of aggressors} - limitabk ac(f. limiter 
n, limitative /'limitativ/ adj 

limitation /,limi'Uysh(a)n/ n 1 (sthg that is) limiting; esp a limit of 
capability 2 a period defined by statute after which a claimant is barred 
from bringing a legal action ['limit + -ation] - limiutional adj 
llmitad /'limitid/ adj 1 confined within limits; restneted <- success} 2 


restneted as to the scope of powers (a monarchy} 3 lacking the ability 
to grow or do better (a bit a bit thick m the head - Virginia Woolf/ 

4 Br being a limited company ~ limitedly adv, limitedness n 
limited company n a company in which the responsibility of an 
individual shareholder for the company's debts is limited according to the 
amount of his/her personal interest - compare incorporated 
limnology /lim'nobji/ n the scientific study of physical, chemical, 
biological, etc conditions in fresh waters (eg lakes) [Gk limne pool, 
marshy lake < ISV -logy] - limnologist n, limnologicai /.limna'lojakl/ac^, 
limnologically adv 

limo /'limoh/ n, pi limos a limousine - infml 

limousine /.lima'zeen, '— / n a luxurious motor car (with a glass 
partition separating the driver from the passengers) [F, lit., cloak, fr 
Limousin, former province of France] 

'limp /limp/ VI 1 to walk in a manner that avoids putting the full weight 
of the body on 1 (injured) leg 2 to proceed slowly or with difficulty (the 
plane -ed home} [prob fr ME lympen to fall short, akin to OE hmpan 
to happen, L limbus border, labi to slide - more at sleep] - limper n 
‘limp n a limping movement or gait 

‘limp adj la lacking firmness and body, drooping or shapeless b not stiff 
or ngid (a ~ cover for a book} 2 lacking energy [akin to 'limp] - limply 
adv, limpness n 

limpet /'hmpit/ n 1 a manne gastropod mollusc with a low conical shell 
broadly open beneath, that clings very tightly to rock when disturbed 2 
sby or sthg that clings tenaciously 3 an explosive device designed to cling 
to the hull of a ship, tank, etc (a ^ mine} [ME lempet, fr OE lempedu, 
fr ML lampreda] 

limpid /"limpid/ adj 1 transparent, pellucid streams} 2 clear and 
simple in style / prose} [F or L, F hmpide, fr L hinpidus, fr lympha, 
hmpa water - more at lymph] - limpidly adv, limpidness, limpidity 
/lim'pidati/ n 

limulus /’limyoobs/ n, pi limuli /-he/ any of a genus of king crabs [NL, 
genus name, fr L limus sidelong] 

linage /'lienij/ n the number of lines of printed or wntten matter 
linchpin, lynchpin /'hnch.pin/ n 1 a locking pin inserted crosswise (e g 
through the end of an axle or shaft) 2 sby or sthg regarded as a vital or 
coordinating factor (the of the organization} [ME lynspin, fr lyns 
linchpin (fr OE lynis) -t- pin] 

linctus /'lingktds/ n any of various syrupy usu medicated liquids used to 
relieve throat irritation and coughing [NL, fr L, pp of hngere to lick - 
more at lick] 

lindane /’Imdayn/ n a type of benzene hexachlonde used as an insecticide 
that persists in the environment [T van der Linden M884 D chemist] 
linden / !ind(3)n/ n 'lime [ME, made of linden wood, fr OE, fr hnd 
linden tu*^. 

'line /hen/ . t 1 to cover the inner surface of, provide with a lining <'^ 
a cloak with silk} 2 to fill <lining his pockets with other people's money} 
3 to "‘rve as the lining of (tapestnes ^d the walls} [ME hnen, fr line 
flax, fr OE /in - more at linen] 

‘line n la(l) a (comparatively strong slender) cord or rope (2) a rope used 
on shipboard b(l) a device for catching fish consisting of a usu 
single-filament cord with hooks, floats, a reel, etc (2) scope for activity 
c a length of material (e g cord) used in measuring and levelling (a plumb 
^ > d pining for conveying a fluid (e g steam or compressed air) e(l) (a 
connection for communication by means oO a set of wires connecting one 
telephone or telegraph (exchange) with another (2) the pnncipal circuits 
of an ciectnc power distnbution system 2a a horizontal row of wntten 
or pnnted characters b a single row of words in a poem c a short letter; 
a note d a short sequaice of words spoken by an actor playing a particular 
role, also, pi all of ilie sequences making up a particular role 3a sthg (e g 
a ndge, seam, or crease) that is distinct, elongated, and narrow b a 
wnnkle (e g on the face) c(l) the course or direction of sthg in motion 
(the ^ of march} (2) the trail of scent left by a hunted animal d a real 
or imaginary straight line (lies on a between London and Glasgow} 
e a boundary or limit (of an area) (the state ^ } (there's a very fine ^ 
between punishment and cruelty} f (a single set of rails forming) a 
railway track 4a a course of conduct, action, or thought b a field of 
activity or interest (what's your ^7} e a specified way or theme of talking 
or wnting 5a(l) a related senes of people or things coming one after the 
other m time; a family, lineage (2) a strain produced and maintained by 
selective breeding b a linked senes of trenches and fortifications, esp 
facing the enemy - usu pi with sing, meaning c a military formation in 
which men, companies, etc are abreast of each other d naval ships 
arranged in a regular order (the fleet changed from ^ ahead to -- 
abreast} t the regular and numbered infantry regiments of the army as 
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opposed to auxiliary forces or household troops f a rank of objects of 1 
kind; a row g (the company owning or operating) a group of vehicles, 
ships, aeroplanes, etc carrying passengers or goods regularly over a route 
<a shipping h an arrangement of operations in manufactunng 
allowing ordered occurrence of vanous stages of production 6 a narrow 
elongated mark drawn, projected, or imagined (e g on a map); e g a a 
boundary, contour, circle of latitude or longitude, etc brhe equator cany 
of the horizontal parallel strokes on a music staff on or between which 
notes are placed - compare space 3 d a mark (e g in pencil) that forms 
part of the formal design of a picture, also an artist's use of such lines 
(purity of e (a single passage of the scanning spot tracii^a 
horizontal line on a television screen - compare frame 4b(4) — ^ 
TELEVISION f a narrow part of a spectrum (e g of light from the sun) 
distinguished by being noticeably more or less bnght than neighbouring 
areas (the sodium s occur m the yellow part of the spectrum^ g a 
demarcation of a limit with reference to which the playing of some game 
or sport IS regulated - usu in combination (a touchline) 7 a straight or 
curved geometnc element, generated by a moving point (continually 
satisfying a particular condition), that has length but no breadth 8a a 
defining outline; a contour (the ^ of a building^ (the clean ^sofa ship} 
b a general plan; a model - usu pi with sing, meaning <^wnting sthg on 
the of a guidebook^ 9 merchandise or services of the same general 
class for sale or regularly available 10 an indication (e g of intention) 
based on insight or investigation (got a ^ on their plans') 11 pi, Br a row 
of tents or huts in a military camp 12 chiefly Br a pica 13 pi, Br a 
(specified) number of lines of wnting, esp to be copied as a school 
punishment [ME; partly fr OF ligne, fr L linea, fr fern of lineus made of 
flax, fr hnum flax, partly fr OE line; akin to OE lin] - liny also liney 
/'iieni/ adj - between the lines 1 by concealed implication 2 by way of 
inference (if you read between the lines the meaning is different') - In 
line for due or in a position to receive - into line into a state of agreement 
or obedience - on the line at nsk (put his job on the line because of his 
principles') 

nine vt 1 to mark or cover with a line or lines 2 to place or form a line 
along (pedestnans ^ the streets) 3 to form into a line or lines, 
LINE UP 

lineage /’lini*ij/ n a (group of organisms belonging to the same) line of 
descent from a common ancestor or source [ME Image, fr MF linage, 
lignage, fr OF, fr ligne] 

lineal /'lim-al/ adj 1 composed of or arranged in lines 2 consisting of or 
being in a direct line of ancestry or descent - usu contrasted with collateral 
3 of, being, or dealing with a lineage - lineally adv, lineality 
/jini'alati/ n 

lineament /'hm-amant/ n a distinctive outline, feature, or contour of a 
body or figure, esp a face - usu pi [ME, fr L lineamentum, fr linea] - 
lineamental /-'mentl/ adj 

linear /lini-a/ adj la(l) of, being, or resembling a line (2) involving a 
single dimension b of an equation, function, etc containing any number 
of variables, all of the first degree, and represented graphically by a 
straight line c(l) characterized by an emphasis on line; esp having clearly 
defined outlines (2) esp of wnting composed of simply drawn lines with 
bttle attempt at pictorial representation d consisting of a straight chain 
of atoms 2 having or being a response or output that is directly 
proportional to the input <a good amplifier is ^ > - linearly adv, linearity 
A'arati/ n 

.Linear 'Ana linear form of wnting used in Crete from the 18th to the 
15th c BC 

linear accelerator n a device in which charged particles are acceler- 
ated in a straight line by successive impulses from a senes q^electnc 
fields 

.Linear 'B n a linear form of wnting used in Crete and on the Greek 
mainland from the ISth to the 12th c bc alphabet 
linear motor n an electric motor that produces thrust in a straight line^ 
by direct induction(e g between a track and a vehicle running on it) 
linear perapective n representation in a drawing or painting of parallel 
lines as converging in order to give the illusion of depth and distance 
.linear 'programming n a mathematical method of solving practical 
problems (e g the allocation of resources) by means of the interaction of 
many separate linear functions 

lineation /Jini'aysh(9)n/ a 1 the action of marking with lines; delin- 
eation 2 an arrangement of lines [ME lineacion outline, fr L lineation-, 
hneado, fr lineatus, pp of lineare to make straight, fr linea] 

'lina eagraving a 1 (a plate or print produced by) a method of 
engraving in metal using inased lines of varying width and closeness 2 
a Unocut - line engraver n 


linen /'linin/ n 1 cloth or yam made from flax 2 clothing or household 
articles (e g sheets and tablecloths) made of a usu washable cloth, esp linen 
[ME. fr linen (adj) flaxen, fr OE linen, fr Im flax; akin to OHG lin flax; 
both fr a prehistoric Gmc word borrowed fr L Hnum flax] 

.line of 'duty n all that is authorized, required, or normally associated 
with some field of responsibility 

.line of 'force n a line in a (magnetic, electnc, etc) field of force whose 
tangent at any point gives the direction of the field at that point 
.line of 'sight n a straight line from an observer’s eye to a distant point 
towards which he/she is looking 

'line-.out n (a method in Rugby Union of returning the ball to play after 
It has crossed a touchline which involves throwing it in between) a line 
of forwards from each team [line out to line up] 

'line .printer n a high-speed pnnting device (e g for a computer) that 
prints each line as a unit rather than character by character 
COMPUTER - line printing n 

Miner /’liena/ n a passenger ship belonging to a shipping company and usu 
sailing scheduled routes [^ , 'line 4 >-er] 

^liner n a replaceable (metal) lining (for reducing the wear of a mechanism) 
['LINE I- ’-er] - linerleas adj 

linesman /'licnzman/ n an official who assists the referee or umpire in 
vanous games, esp in determining if a ball or player is out of the 
presenbed playing area 

'liM.up /-.up/ n (a list oO the players playing for usu 1 side in a game 

SPORT 

'line-, up n 1 a line of people arranged esp for inspection or as a means 
of identifying a suspect 2 a group of people or items assembled for a 
particular purpose (the -- for tonight’s show) 

line up VI to assume an orderly arrangement in a line (line up for 
inspection) ^vt 1 to put into alignment 2 to assemble or organize 
Ming /ling/ n a large food fish of shallow seas ofT Greenland and Europe 
[ME; akin to D leng ling, G lange] 

Ming n the commonest Bntish heather [ME, fr ON lyng-, akin to Lith lenkti 
to bend - more at ^-ling] 

Ming /-ling/ sufHx {adj or n -* n) 1 one connected with (hire- 
ling) <«bhng> 2 young, small, or lesser kind of (duckling) (pnnceling) 
3 one having (a specified quality or attnbute) (underling) (darling) [ME, 
fr OE; akin to OE -mg] 

Ming suffix (n or adj - adj or adv) of or in (such) a state, direction, or 
manner (darkling) [ME -ling (fr OE), -linges (fr -ling + -cs -s); akin to 
OHG -lingun -ling, Lith Icnkti to bend] 

linga /'ling ga/ n a phallus symbolic of the masculine cosmic principle 
and of the Hindu god Siva - compare yoni [Skt linga (nom lingam), lit , 
characteristic] 

Linga la /Img'gahb/ n a Bantu language of the Congo 
lingam /'ling-gam/ n a linga 

linger /'hng ga/ vi la to delay going, esp because of reluctance to leave, 
tarry b to dwell on a subject - usu • over, on, or upon 2 to continue 
unduly or unhappily in a failing or monbund state - often 4 o/i 3 to be 
slow to act, procrastinate 4 to be protracted or slow in disappeanng [ME 
(northern) lengeren to dwell, freq of lengen to prolong, fr OE lengan, akin 
to OE lang long] - lingerer n, lingeringly adv 
lingerie /’lonh zhan, 'lan(h)- (Fr It-sn)/ n women's underwear and 
nightclothes [F, fr MF, fr linge linen, fr L lineus made of flax - more at 
h ine] 

lingo /"ling goh/ n, pi lingoes 1 a foreign language 2 jargon 2 USE 
infml [prob fr Prov, tongue, fr L lingua - more at tongue] 
iingu-, lingui-, linguo- comb form 1 language (linguisf) 2 tongue 
(lingui/bnn) [L lingu-, fr lingua] 

lingua franca /.ling-gwa 'frangka/ n, pi Ungua francaa, linguae francac 
/.ling-gwie Trangkie/ 1 a language spoken, in Mediterranean ports that 
consists of a mixture of Italian with French^ Spanish. Greek, and Arabic 
2 a language used as a common or commencial tongue among people not 
speaking the same native language 3 sthg rttembling a common language 
[It, lit., Frankish language] 

lingual Aling-gwal/ adj la of or resembling the tongue b lying near or 
next to the tongue c articulated with the tongue 2 linguistic - lingually 
adv 

linguist Aling'gwist/ n 1 sby accomplished in languages; esp polyglot 
1 2 ^by who specializes in linguistics 
lingufatlc /ling'gwistik/ adj of language or linguistics - llngulatically 
adv 

linguistit form n a meaningful unit of speech (e g a morpheme, word, 
or sentence) 

linguistics /ling'gwistiks/ n pi but sing in constr the study of human 



573 


liq 


language with regard to its nature, structure, and modification - compare 

PHILOIjOGY 

liniment /'linimant/ n a liquid preparation that is applied to the skin, esp 
to allay pain or irritation [ME, fr LL linimentum, fr L linen to smear 
- more at 'lime] 

lining /'liening/ n 1 (a piece oO material used to line sthg (e g a garment) 
2 providing sthg with a lining 

Mink /lingk/ n 1 a connecting structure- e g a(l) a single ring or division 
of a chain (2) a unit of length formerly used in surveying equal to 7.92in 
(about 20. 12cm) unit b the fusible part of an electneal fuse 2 sthg 
analogous to a link of chain; e g a a connecting element (^sought a ^ 
between smoking and cancery b a unit in a communications system [ME, 
of Scand origin; akin to ON h/ekkr chain; akin to OE hlanc lank] - 
linker n 

’link vt to join, connect <ra8d that ^ s 2 towns') ^ vi to become connected 
by a link - oflen + up 

linkage /'lingkij/ n 1 the manner or style of being joined, specif bond 
3a 2 the relationship between genes on the same chromosome that causes 
them to be inhented together 3a a system of links b the degree of 
electromagnetic interaction expressed as the product of the number of 
turns of a coil and the magnetic flux linked by the coil ['link ^ 
-aoe] 

linkman Angkman/ n a broadcaster whose function is to link and 
introduce separate items, esp in a news programme 
links /lingks/ n pi \ golf coursf - often pi with sing meaning 2 Scot 
sand hills, esp along the seashore [ME, rising ground, sand hills, fr OE 
hlincas, pi of hhne ndge; akin to OE hlanc] 

'linkup /-.up/ n 1 the establishment of contact, a meeting (^the of 2 
spaceenfi) 2a sthg that serves as a linking device or factor b a functional 
whole that is thd of a linkup 

Linnaean, Lianean /li'nee an/ adj of or following the systematic meth- 
ods of the Swedish botanist Linne who established the system of binomial 
nomenclature for all living things [NL Carolus Linnaeus (Carl von 
Linne) Sw botanist] 

linnet /'linit/ n a common small Old World finch having vanable reddish 
brown plumage [MF hnette, fr lin flax, fr L linum\ fr its feeding on 
linseed] 

lino /lienoh/ n, pi linos chiefly Br linoleum 

'lino.cut /-.kut/ n (a print made from) a design cut in relief on a piece 
of linoleum 

linoleate /li'nohli,ayt/ n a salt or ester of linoleic acid 
.lino.lelc 'acid /.lina'layik, -'lee-/ n a liquid un.saturated fatty acid found 
in oils obtained from plants (e g linseed or peanut oil) and essential for 
mammalian nutrition [Gk linon flax + ISV oleic (acid)] 
linolenate /.Ima'laynayt, -'lee-/ n a salt or ester of linolenic acid 
linolenic acid /lina'laymk, -'lee-/ n a liquid unsalurated fatty acid found 
esp in drying oils (c g linseed oil) and essential for mammalian nutrition 
[ISV, irreg fr linoleic] 

linolaum /li'nohli am/ n a floor covenng with a canvas back and a 
coloured or patterned surface of hardened linseed oil and a filler (e g cork 
dust) [L linum flax + oleum oil - more at oil] 

Linotype /'hena.tiep, -noh-/ trademark - used for a keyboard-operated 
typesetting machine that produces each line of type in the form of a solid 
metal slug 

linsang /'linsang/ n any of various Asiatic mammals that are related to 
the civets and genets [Malay] 

linseed /'linseed/ n the seed of flax used esp as a source of linseed oil 
[ME. fr OE linsitd, fr lin flax i- sxd seed - more at linen] 

'linseed .oil n a yellowish drying oil obtained from flaxseed and used esp 
in paint, varnish, printing ink, and linoleum and for conditionliig cncket 
bats 

linsey-woolsey /.linzi 'woolzi/ n a coarse sturdy fabnc of wool and 
linen or cotton [ME lynsy wolsye, prob fr Lindsey, village in Suffolk, 
England + wolle wool 4 -sy, arbitrary suffix] 

linstock /'lin.stok/ n a staff formerly used to hold a lighted match for 
firing cannon [D lontstok, fr loot match ^ stok stick] 
lint /lint/ n 1 a soft absorbent material with a fleecy surface that is made 
from linen and is used chiefly for surgical dressings 2 chiefly NAm fluff 
la [ME] - listy adj 

lintel /*lintl/ n a horizontal archi^mral member spanning and usu 
carrying the load above an opening architecture [ME, fr MF, fr 
LL limitaris threshold, fr L. constituting a boundary, fr limit-, limes 
boundary - more at 'limb] 

linter /'linta/ n, NAm 1 pi the fuzz of short fibres that sticks to 
cottonseed after the ginning process 2 a machine for removing linters 


lion /'lie-an/, fern lioness /'lie-anes/ n, pi Hons, (la) Hons, esp collectively 
lion la a flesh-eating big cat of open or rocky areas of Afnca and formerly 
southern Asia that has a tawny body with a tufted tail and in the male 
a shaggy blackish or dark brown mane pood b cap Leo 2 a person 
of interest or importance Oiteraiy ~ s> [ME, fr OF. fr L leon-, leo, fr Gk 
leon] 

.lion'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj courageous, brave 
lion ize, -ise /'lie a.niez/ vt to treat as an object of great interest or 
importance - lionlzer n, lionization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
lion's mouth n a place of great danger 
‘lion's .share n the largest or best portion 

lip /lip/ n 1 cither of the 2 fleshy folds that surround tAe mouth 2a a 
fleshy edge or margin (e g of a wound) b a labium 3 the edge of a hollow 
vessel or cavity, esp one shaped to make pounng easy 4 an embouchure 
S impudent or insolent talk, esp in reply - slang [ME, fr OE lippa-, akin 
to OHG leffur lip, & prob to L labium, labrum lip] - liplcai adj, Uplike 
adj 

lip-, lipo- comb form fat, fatty tissue, fatty <lipoina> (lipoprotein) [NL, 
fr Gk, fr hpos - more at ’leave] 

lipase /'iipayz, -ays. 'he-/ n an enzyme that accelerates the hydrolysis or 
synthesis of fats or the breakdown of lipoproteins [ISV] 

'lip .gloss n a cosmetic for giving a gloss to the bps 
lipid /lipid, 'lie-/ n any of various substances that with proteins and 
carbohydrates form the principal structural components of living cells and 
that include fats, waxes, and related and derived compounds [ISV] - 
lipidic A'pidik/ adj 

Lipizzaner, Lippizaoer /.lipit'sahna/ n (any oO a breed of horses devel- 
oped in Austria and used esp in dressage displays [G, fr Liptzza, Lippiza, 
stud in Yugoslavia (formerly the Ausinan Impenal Stud)] 
lipogenesit /.licpa'jenasis/ n the formation of fatty acids in the living 
body [NL] 

lipophilic /.lipaTilik, lie-/ adj having an affinity for lipids (e g fats) 
.lipo'protain /Jipoh-, .liepoh-/ n a conjugated protein that is a complex 
of protein and lipid 

lipped /lipt/ adj having a lip or bps, esp of a specified kind or number 

- often in combination (tigbt-Upped) 
lipping /bping/ n an embouchure 

'lip.reading /-.reeding/ n the interpreting of a speaker's words (e g by the 
deaO by watching the movements of the bps - Up-rced vb, 
lip-reader n 

'lip .service n support in words but not in deeds (j)aid ^ to racial 
equality but still employed only whites) 

lipstick /'bp.stik/ n (a cased stick of) a waxy solid cosmetic for colouring 
the lips 

'lip .Strep n a strap that passes under a horse’s chin to hold the bit in 
position 

liquate /liekwayt/ vt to separate (esp a metal) from an ore, alloy, etc by 
selective melting [L liquatus, pp of liquarr. akin to L liqu^] - liqostioa 
/be'kwaysh(a)n/ n 

liquefacient /,bkwrfaysh(a)nt/ n sthg that liquefies a substance or 
promotes liquefaction 

.lique'faction /-'fak$h(9)n/ n 1 the process of making or becoming 
liquid 2 the state of being liquid [ME, fr LL liquefaction-, liquefactio, fr 
L liquefactus, pp of liquefacere, fr liquen to be fluid ^ facen to make - 
more at ’do] 

liquefy also liquify /likwifle/ vt to reduce to a liquid state ^ vi to become 
liquid [MF liquefier, fr L liquefacen] - liquefiable /-.fie-abi/ adj, Uqseflcr 
/-fic*'a/ n, Uqaeflability /-fie-abibti/ n 

liquescent /li'kwes(?)nt/ adj being or tending to become liquid [L 
liquescent-, liquescens, prp of liquescen to become fluid, incho of 
liquen] 

liqueur /b'kyooa/ n any of several usu sweetened alcoholic drinks 
variously flavoured (e g with fruit or aromatics) [F, fr OF Hcour liquid 

- more at liquor] 

liquid /bkwid/ adj 1 flowing freely like water 2 neither solid nor 
gaseous; characterized by free movement of the constituent molecules 
among themselves but without the tendency to separate bke those of gases 
mercury) 3a shining and clear (large ~ eyes) bofa sound flowing, 
pure, and free of harshness c smooth and unconstrained in movement d 
of a consonant (eg /r/ or /W) articulated without friction and capable of 
being prolonged like a vowel 4 consisting of or capable of ready conver- 
sion into cash assets) [ME, fr MF liquide, fr L liquidus, fr liquen 
to be fluid; akin to L lixa water, lye, OIr fliuch damp] - Uqaid n, Uqnidly 
adv, liquidiieaa n, liquidity /li'kwidati/ n 



.liquid ‘air n air m the liquid state that is intensely cold and used chiefly 
as a refngerant 

liquidambar /.likwi'damba/ o (a resin from) the sweet gum tree [NL. 
genus name, fr L hquidus ^ ML ambar, sunbra amber] 
liquidate /'likwidayt/ w la to settle (a debt), esp by payment b to settle 
the accounts of (e g a business) and use the assets towards paying off the 
debts 2 to get nd of; specif to kill 3 to convert (assets) into cash vi 1 
to liquidate debts, damages, or accounts 2 to be or become liquidated [LL 
liqwdatus, pp of hquidare to melt, fr L liquidus] - liquidation 
/-'daysh(a)n/ n 

liquidator /'likwi,dayta/ n a person appointed by law to liquidate a 
company [liqi'idatk + ‘or] 

.liquid 'crystal n a liquid having certain physical, esp optical, properties 
shown by crystalline solids but not by ordinary liquids 

.liquid .crystal di'splay n an LCD 

liquid-ize, -Ise /'Iikwidiez/ vt to cause to be liquid, esp to pulvenze (e g 
fruit or vegetables) into a liquid 

liquid-izer. -iser /'likwidieza/ n, chiefly Br a domestic clectnc appliance 
for grinding, purging, liquidizing, or blending foods 
liquidus /'likwidos/ n a curve, usu on a temperature and composition 
graph for a mixture, above which only the liquid phase can exist - 
compare soi mus [L liquidus liquid] 

Miquor /'lika/ n a liquid substance: e g a a solution of a drug in water b 
BATH 2c c a liquid, esp water, m which food has been cooked d chiefly 
NAm a usu distilled rather than fermented alcoholic dnnk [ME licour, 
fr OF, fr L liquor, fr hquere] 

’liquor vi 1 to dress (e g leather) with oil or grease 2 to make drunk with 
alcoholic dnnk - usu i/p v/ to dnnk alcoholic dnnk, esp to excess - 
usu f up 

liquorice /"likansh, -ns/ n 1 a European leguminous plant having spikes 
of blue flowers and grown for its roots 2 the dned root of liquonce, also 
an extract of this used esp in medicine, brewing, and confectionery [ME 
licorice, fr OF, fr LL liquintia, alter of L glycyrrhiza, fr Gk glykyrrhiza, 
fr glykys sweet ^ rhiza root - more at ‘root] 
lira /'liara/ n. pi f^ire also liras, (2) liras also lire 1 Italy at 
natimnauty 2 Turkey at NAtioNALiTY [fr L libra, a unit of 
weignt] 

lisente /li'sente/ n Lesotho at NAiTONAtiTY [of Bantu ongin] 
lisle /Itel/ n a smooth tightly twisted thread usu made of long-staple 
cotton [Lisle, former name of Lille, city in N France] 

Misp /lisp/ w 1 to pronounce /s/ and /// imperfectly, esp by giving them 
the sounds of /th/ and /dh/ 2 to speak with a lisp [ME lispen, fr OE • 
-wlyspian, akin to OHG lispen to lisp] - lisper /r 
’lisp n a speech defect or affectation charactenzed by lisping 
lissom, lissome /'lis(3)m/ adj easily flexed, lithe, nimble (alter of 
lithesome, fr lithe f -some] 

’list /list/ n 1 a band or strip of material, esp a selvage 2 pi but sing or 
pi in coastr a (the fence surrounding) a tiltyard b a scene of competition 
[ME, fr OE liste; akin to OHG lista edge. Alb leth] 

’list n a roll or catalogue of words or numbers (e g representing people or 
objects belonging to a class), usu arranged in order so as to be easily found 
<a guest ~ ><a shopping [F liste, fr It lista, of Gmc origin; akin to 
OHG hsta] 

’list vf 1 to make a list of 2 to include on a list, specif, Br to include (a 
building) in an official list as being of architectural or historical import- 
ance and hence protected from demolition 
*list vb to (cause to) lean to one side <r/ie ship was ^ ing badly} [ongin 
unknown] - list n 

’listen /'lis(a)n/ vi 1 to pay attention to sound /o music} 2 to hear 
or consider with thoughtful attention, heed to a plea} 3 to be alert 
to catch an expected sound for his step} [ME listnen, fr OE hlysnan; 
akin to Skt Srosati he hears. OE hlud loud] - listener /'lisno/ n 
’listen n an act of listening - infml 

listen in vi to tunc in to or monitor a broadcast - listener-in n 
listing /’listing/ n 1 an act or instance of making or including in a list 
2 sthg listed 

listless /listlis/ adj charactenzed by indifference, lack of energy, and 
disinclination for exertion; languid [ME listles, fr list desire (fr lysten to 
wish, fr OE lysm to be pleasing) + -/e$ -less] - listlessly adv, listless- 
ness ii 

lit /lit/ past of LIGHT 

litany /lit(a)n-i/ o a prayer consisting of a series of petitions by the leader 
with alternate responses by the congregation [ME letanie, fr OF. fr LL 
htaaia, fr LGk Jitaneia, fr Gk, entreaty, fr litanos entreating; akin to OE 
lim lime] 


litchi, lichee /'liechec, -'-/ n (a Chinese tree that bears) an oval fruit that 
has a hard scaly outer covenng and a small hard seed surrounded by 
edible pulp [Chin (Pek) li* chih'] 

-lite /-lict/ comb form (-* n) mineral <rhodolitc>, rock <aerolitc>, fossil 
<jchnolitc> [F, alter of -lithe, fr Gk lithos stone] 
liter /'lecta/ n, NAm a litre 

literacy /’iit( 3 )rasi/ n the quality or state of being literate 
’literal ^lit(a)ral/ adj la according with the exact letter of a wntten text; 
5 />ec//' according with the letter of the scriptures b having the factual or 
ordinary construction or pnmary meaning of a term or expression; actual 
c charactenzed by a lack of imagination, prosaic <a very ^ approach to 
the subject} 2 of or expressed in letters 3 reproduced word for word; 
exact, verbatim <a translation} [ME, fr MF. fr ML litteralis, fr L, of 
a letter, fr littera letter] - literalness, literality /.lita'ralati/ n 
’literal n a mispnnt involving a single letter 

literalism /'litr3liz(3)m/ n the rejection of allegoncal or metaphoncal 
interpretations of esp biblical texts - literalist n, literalistic /-'listik/ 
adj 

literally /'litrali/ adv 1 in the literal sense; without metaphor or 
exaggeration 2 with exact equivalence, verbatim (^follow the instructions 
^ > 3 - used to intensify a metaphorical or hyperbolic expression <sAe 
was ~ tearing her hair out}, disapproved of by some speakers 
literary /'lit(3)r3n/ adj la of, being, or concerning literature cnti- 
asm} b charactenstic of or being in a formal, rather than colloquial, style 
2a well-read b producing, well versed in, or connected with literature - 
literarily adv, literariness n 

’literate /'lit(9)rai/ adj ta educated, cultured b able to read and wnte 
2 versed in literature or creative writing [ME literat, fr L litteratus 
marked with letters, literate, fr litferae letters, literature, fr pi of littera] 

- literately adv, literateness n 
’literate n a literate person 

literati /.lita'rahti/ n pi the educated class, the intelligentsia [obs It 
litterati, fr L, pi of litteratus] 

literation /,lit3'raysh(3)n/ n the representation of sounds or words by 
letters [L littera f E -ation] 

literature /'Iit(d)rach3/ n la writings in prose or verse, esp wntings 
having artistic value or expression and expressing ideas of permanent or 
universal interest b the body of writings on a particular subject (.scientific 
'^} c pnnted matter (eg leaflets or circular^) 2 the body of musical 
compositions fjhe piano ^ of Brahms} 

lith-, litho- comb form 1 stone <lilho^ra/7A> (lithoromy) 2 lithium 
<lithic> [(1) L, fr Gk, fr lithos\ (2) NL lithium] 

-lith /-lilh/ comb form n) la structure or implement of stone 
</ne^alith> <colilh> b (artificial) stone <^ra/ioliih> 2 stone in (a specified 
body cavity) <urolilh> 3 -litc </aa*oliih> [NL -lithus & F -lithe, fr Gk 
lithos] 

litharge /'lithahj/ ii a fused lead monoxide - compare massicot [ME. 
fr MF, fr L lithargyrus, fr Gk lithargyros, fr lithos ^ argyros silver - more 
at argent] 

lithe /liedh/ adj Hexible, supple [ME, fr OE lithe gentle; akin to OHG 
lindi gentle, L lentus slow] - litbely adv, litheness n 
lithia /'lithi a/ n a white oxide of lithium [NL, fr Gk lithos] 
lithic /’lithik/ adj 1 (made) of stone 2 of lithium [Gk lithikos, fr lithos] 

- litbically adv 

-lithic /-'lithik/ comb form (— adj) relating to or charactenstic of (a 
specified stage) in human beings' use of stone implements <Nealithic> 
[lithic] 

lithium /'lithi-am/ n a soft silver-white element of the alkali meui group 
that IS the lightest metal known periodic table [NL, fr lithia] 
.lithium 'carbonate n a lithium salt used m the glass and ceramic 
industnes and to treat manic-depressive psychosis 
litho /’liethoh/ n, pi lithos 1 a lithograph I lithography 
lithograph /'litha.grahf. -.graf/ vt or n (to produce or copy in the form 
oO a pnnt made by lithography - lithographic /-'grafik/ adj, lithographi- 
cally adv 

lithography /li'thografi/ n the process of printing from a surface (e g a 
stone or a metal plate) on which the image to be pnnted is ink-receptive 
and the blank area mk-repellent [G lithographie, fr lith- * -graphic 
-graphyj 

lithology /li'thobji/ n (the study oO the composition, shape, etc of (a) 
rock - lithologic /Jitha'lojik/ also lithological adj, lithologically adv 
lithophyta /‘litha.fiet/ n a plant that grows on rock [F, fr lith- + -phyte] 

- llthophytic /-'fitik/ adj 

lithopona /'litha.pohn/ n a white pigment consisting essentially of zinc 
sulphide and banum sulphate [ISV lith- Ok ponos work] 
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'lltho, sphere /-.sfw/ n the solid rocky crust of the earth or another 
celestial body [ISV] 

lithotomy /li'thotami/ n surgical incision of the urinary bladder for 
removal of a stone [LL Iithotomia, fr Gk, fr lithotomcin to perform a 
lithotomy, fr Jith- + temnein to cut - more at tome] 

Lithuanian /.lithyoo'aynyan, -ni-an/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Lithuania 2 the Baltic language of the Lithuanians language 
[Lithuania, country in E Europe, now a republic of the USSR) -- 
Lithuaniaii adj 

litigate /'htigayi/ vi to carry on a lawsuit ^ vt to contest (an issue) at 
law [L htigatus, pp of Jitigare, fr lit-, hs lawsuit ^ agere to drive - more 
at AOENi ] - litlgablc /litigabl/ adj, litigant /-gant/ n or adj, litigation 
/•'gaysh(a)n/ n 

litigious /li'tijas/ adj 1 (excessively) inclined to engage in lawsuits 2 
subject to litigation 3 tending to argue, disputatious - fml [ME, fr MF 
litigieux, fr L litigiosus, fr litigium dispute, fr litigare] - litigiously adv, 
litigioiianesa n 

litmus /‘litmas/ n a colounng matter from lichens that turns red in acid 
solutions and blue in alkaline solutions and is used as an acid-alkali 
indicator [of Scand ongin. akin to ON Utmost herbs used in dyeing, fr 
///r colour (akin to OHG an\hz7t face, L vultus) ^ most moss (akin to OE 
mds moss)] 

'litmus .paper n absorbent paper coloured with litmus and used as an 
indicator 

litotes /lieta.teez, 'Ii-, lie'tohteez/ n, pi litotes /«•/ understatement in 
which an affirmative is expressed by the negative of its opposite (e g in 
'not a bad singer’) [Gk litotes, fr litos simple, akin to Gk leios smooth 
~ more at 'lime] 

litre, NAm chiefly liter /'\tex^/^n a metric unit of capacity equal to 
1 OCX) 028dm' CfiN'fU '’20gal) - unit [F litre, fr ML litra, a measure, 
fr Gk, a weight] 

Mitter /'lita/ n la a covered and curtained couch earned by people or 
animals b a stretcher or other device for carrying a sick or injured person 
2a matenal used as bedding for animals b the uppermost slightly decayed 
layer of organic matter on the forest floor 3 a group of olTspnng of an 
animal, bom at 1 birth 4a rubbish or waste products, esp in a public place 
b an untidy accumulation of objects (e g papers) [ME. fr OF litiere, ir lit 
bed, fr L lectus - more at 'lie] - littery adj 
’litter vt 1 to provide (e g a horse) with litter as a bed 2 to give bmh to 
(young) 3a to strew with litter, esp scattered articles the horse’s 
stall} <'^ the desk-top with papers} b to scatter about in disorder vi 
1 to give birth to a litter 2 to strew litter 
littered humanioree /.litan hyooh.mani‘awrec7/ n pi classics as a 
university subject [ML, In , more humane letters] 
litterateur also litterateur /.litara'tuh (Fr literatoeir)/ n a literary man. 
esp a professional wntcr [F litterateur, fr L litterator cniic, fr litteratus 
literate] 

litterbug /*lita,bug/ n a litterloul 

'litter, lout /-.lowt/ n one who carelessly drops rubbish in public places 
- infml 

Mittle /"htl/ adj llttler /'litb/, less /Ics/. lesser /'less/, littlest /'litlist/. 
least /Icest/ la amounting to only a small quantity {had ^ or no time} 
bofa plant or animal small in companson with related forms - used in 
vernacular names c small in condition, distinction, or scope d narrow, 
mean </Ae pettiness of minds} 2 not much, e g a existing only in a 
small anxount or to a slight degree ^unfortunately he has money} b 
short in duration, bnef (wait a ^ while} c existing to an appreciable 
though not extensive degree or amount - + a <^fortunately she had a ~ 
money in the hank} 3 small in importance or interest, tnvial [ME Intel, 
fr OE lytel\ akin to OHG luzzil little, Lith liusti to be sad] - Uttle- 
nen n 

’little adv less /les/, least /Icest/ I to no great degree or extent; not much 
<littlc*ilmown> 2 not at all (cared ^ for his neighbours} 

’little n la only a small portion or quantity, not much (understood of 
his speech} (do what I can} b at least some, though not much - 
a (have a of this cake} 2 a short time or distance (walk fora ^} - 

a little somewhat, rather <a little over 50 years} (found the play a little 
boring} 

.Little 'Bear n ursa minor 

.little by 'little adv by small degrees or amounts, gradually 
.Little 'Dipper /'dipa/ n, chiefly NAm ursa minor 
.little 'englander /ingbnda/ n, often cap LAE an opponent of Bntish 
imperial expansion, esp in the 19th c 

.little finger n the fourth and smallest finger of the hand counting the 
index finger as the first 


‘little .leaf n any of several plant disorders characterized by small and 
often discoloured and distorted leaves 
Little Office n a short office in honour of the Virgin Mary 
.little 'owl n an Old World insect-eating owl that is distinguished by its 
small size and squat fiat-headed appearance 

'little .people n pi imaginary beings (e g fairies, elves, etc) of folklore - 
♦ the 

.little ‘toe n the outermost and smallest digit of the foot 
.little 'woman n one’s wife ~ humor, often derog 
f ittoral /'litaral/ adj of or occurring on or near a (sea) shore [L litoralis, 
fr litor-, htus seashore] 

’littoral n a coastal region, esp the intertidal zone 
liturgical /h’tuhjikl/ adj 1 (having the charactcnstics) of liturgy 2 using 
or favounng the use of liturgy - liturgically adv 
liturgist /'litajist/ n 1 a person who follows, compiles, or leads a liturgy 

2 a specialist in the study of formal public worship 

liturgy /'litaji/ n I often cap the form of service used in the celebration 
of Communion, esp in the Orthodox church 2 a presenbed form of public 
worship [LL liturgia, fr Gk leitourgia, fr (assumed) Gk (Attic) leitos 
public (fr Gk laos - Attic leos - people) + -ourgia -urgy] 
livable also liveable /livabl/ adj 1 suitable for living in or with 2 
endurable - livableness n 

Mive /liv/ vj 1 to be alive, have the life of an animal or plant 2 to continue 
alive (his illness is so senous, he is lucky to --^} 3 to maintain oneself; 
subsist (she ^d by writing} (he by his wits} 4 to conduct or pass 
one's life < ~d only for her work} 5 to occupy a home; dwell (they had 
always -^din the country} 6 to attain eternal life (though he were dead, 
yet shall he — Jn 1 1 25 (AV)> 7 lo have a life nch in expencnce (the 
right to - , not merely to exist} 8 to cohabit - * together or with 9 
chiefly Br, of a thing to be found in a specified place, esp normally or 
usually - mfml ^ v/ 1 to pass, spend, or experience 2 to enact, practise 
(^ a he} (really ^s her faith} [ME liven, fr OE libban, akin to OHG 
leben to live, L cae/ebs unmarned] - live in sin to cohabit -- live it up to 
enjoy an exciting or extravagant social life or social occasion <lived it up 
with wine and song - Newsweek} - live up to to act or be in accordance 
with (esp a standard expected by shy) 

’live /liev/ adj 1 having life 2 containing living organisms yoghourt} 

3 exerting force or containing energy eg a glowing coals} b 
connected to electric power c of ammunition, bombs, etc unexploded, 
unfired d driven by or imparting motion or power e of a nuclear reactor 
or nuclear bomb charged with matenal capable of undergoing fission 4 
of continuing or current interest < ~ issues} 5 esp of a rock not quamed 
or cut, native 6 in play in a game (a - balf} 7a of or involving the 
presence or participation of real people (a audience} (-^ music} b 
broadcast <*hile happening (a ^ television programme} [short for 
alive] 

’live /fiiev/ adv dunng, from, or at a live production 
live down /liv/ vt to cause (e g a enme or mistake) to be forgotten, esp 
by future good behaviour (made a mistake and couldn't live it down) 
live in /liv/ vi to live in one’s place of work (the housekeeper is required 
to live in) 

livelihood /lievli,hood/ n a means of support or sustenance [alter of 
ME livelode course of life, fr OE liflad, fr hf + lad course - more at 
i ode] 

livelong /’liv.long/ adj whole, entire - chiefiy poetic (the ^ day} [ME 
lef long, fr lef dear + long - more at lief] 

lively /~iicvli/ adj 1 bnskly alert and energetic; vigorous, animated (a « 
discussion} children racing home from school} 2 bnlliant, vivid (a 
flashing wit} („- colour} 3 quick to rebound, resilient 4 responding 
readily to the helm \a boat} 5 full of life, movement, or incident (the 
crowded streets made a ^ scene} 6 full of possibly disagreeable or 
dangerous action - humor (given a time by enemy artillery} [ME, fr 
OE liflic, fr lif life] - livelily adv. liveliness n, lively adv 
liven /'liev(a)n/ vb to make or become lively - often ■» up 
.live 'oak /liev/ n any of several N Amencan evergreen oaks 
live out /liv/ VI to live outside one's place of work (owing to the shortage 
of college rooms, some students must live out) ^ vt to live till the end of 
(will the sick man live out the month?} 

’liver /'liva/ n la a large vascular glandular organ of venebrates that 
secretes bile and causa changes in the blood (e g by converting blood 
sugar into glycogen) digestion b any of various large digestive 
glands of invertebrates 2 the liver of an animal (e g a calf or pig) eaten 
as food 3 a greyish reddish brown 4 archaic the seat of the emotions 
[ME, fr OE lifer, akin lo OHG lebra liver] 

’liver n one who lives, esp in a specified way (a clean ^ } 
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'liver .fluke n any of vanous worms that invade and damage the liver of 
mammals, esp sheep 

liverish /'livansh/ adj 1 sufTenng from liver disorder; bilious 2 peevish, 
irascible; also glum - Uverishness n 

Liverpudlian /.liva'pudli an/ n (the dialect oO a native or inhabitant of 
Liverpool [LiverpudJ- (alter - influenced by puddle - of Liverpool, city 
in England) + E -lan] - Liverpudlian adj 
'liver .sausage n a sausage consisting chiefly of cooked minced liver 
often with pork tnmmings 

'liverwort /-.wuht/ n a plant of a class related to and resembling the 
mosses but differing in reproduction and development plant 
Mivery /livan/ n la the distinctive clothing worn by a member of a livery 
company or guild b the uniform of servants employed by an individual 
or a single household c distinctive colounng or marking; also distinctive 
dress d a distinctive colour scheme (e g on aircraft) distinguishing an 
organization or group 2 the legal delivenng of property 3 chiefly NAm 
LIVERY STABLE [ME, ft OF livrve, lit , delivery, fr hvrer to deliver, fr L 
liberare to free - more at liberate] - liveried /“livand/ adj 
*livery adj livensh 

'livery .company n any of vanous London craft or trade associations 
that are descended from medieval guilds 

'liveryman /-man/ n a freeman of the City of London who is a member 
of a livery company 

'livery .stable n an establishment where horses are stabled and fed for 
their owners 
lives /lievz/ pi of life 

.live 'steam /liev/ n steam direct from a boiler and under full press- 
ure 

'live, stock /-.stok/ n 1 animals kept or raised for use or pleasure; esp 
farm animals kept for use and profit 2 Br small verminous creatures (e g 
lice or fleas) - chiefly humor 

.live 'wire /"liev/ n an alert, active, or aggressive person 
livid /'livid/ adj 1 discoloured by bruising 2 ashen, pallid (.this cross, thy 
face, thy pierced hands and feet - Walt Whitman) 3 reddish 4 very 
angry, enraged (was at his son’s disobediencey [F livide, fr L lividus, 
fr liv re to be blue; akin to OE slab sloe, Russ sliva plum] - lividneas n, 
lividity /li'vidati/ n 

Miving /"living/ adj la having life; alive b existing in use (a ~ language) 
2 'live 3a 3a true to life; exact - esp in the living image of b suited for 
living (the ^ area) 4 - used as an intensive (scared the ^ daylights out 
of him) 5 of feelings, ideas, etc full of power and force (in ^ colour) - 

Uvingness n 

living n 1 the condition of being alive 2 a manner of life 3a means of 
subsistence, a livelihood (cammg a ^) h Br a benefice 
.living 'doath n a life so full of misery that death would be prefer- 
able 

'living .room n a room in a residence used for everyday activities 

'living .space n lebensraum 

'living .standard n standard of living 

.living 'wage n 1 a subsistence wage 2 a wage sufficient to provide an 
acceptable standard of living 

livre /leevra, (Fr livr)/ n (a com representing) a former French money 
unit worth 20 sols [F, fr L libra, a unit of weight] 
lixiviate /lik'siviayt/ vt to extract a soluble constituent from (a solid 
mixture) by washing or percolation [LL lixivium lye, fr L lixivius made 
of lye. fr lixa lye - more at liquid] - Uxivistioii /-'aysh(9)n/ n 
lizard /'lizad/ n any of a suborder of reptiles distinguished from the 
snakes by 2 pairs of well differentiated funcuonal limbs (which i^y be 
lacking in burrowmg forms), external ears, and eyes with movable lids 
LIFE CYCLE [ME liserd, fr MF laisarde, fr L lacerta-, akin to L lacertus 
muscle - more at leg] 

'll /-I/ vb will, shall (you’[\ be late) 

llama /'lahma/ n any of several wild and domesticated S Amencan 
ruminant mammals related to the camels but smaller and without a hump; 
cap the domesticated guanaco [Sp, fr Quechua] 
llano /l(y)ahnoh/ n, pi llanof an open grassy plain, esp in Spanish 
America [Sp, plain, fr L planum - more at plain] 

Lloyd's /loydz/ n an association of London underwriters specializing in 
marine insurance and shipping news and insuring against losses of almost 
every kind [Edward Lloyd ^ab 1730 E coffee-house keeper whose 
premises in London became the centre of shipbroking & marine insurance 
business] 

lo /loh/ inte^, archaic ~ used to call attention or to express wonder or 
surprise [ME. fr OE la\ 


loach /lohch/ n any of a family of small Old World freshwater fishes 
related to the carps [ME loche, fr MF] 

Moad /lohd/ n la an amount, esp large or heavy, that is (to be) carried, 
supported, or borne; a burden b the quantity that can be carried at 1 time 
by a specified means - often in combination (a boatload of tourists) 2 
the forces to which a structure is subjected (the ^ on the arch) 3 a 
burden of responsibility, anxiety, etc (took a off her mind) 4 external 
resistance overcome by a machine or other source of power Sa power 
output (e g of a power plant) b a device to which power is delivered 6 
the amount of work to be performed by a person, machine, etc 7 a large 
quantity or amount, a lot -- usu pi with sing meaning; infml (there’s s 
of room on the back seat) [ME lod, fr OE lad support, carrying - more 
at lodl] - get a load of to pay attention to (sthg surprising) - slang 
’load vt la to put a load in or on < '^ a van with furniture) b to place 
in or on a means of conveyance cargo) 2 to encumber or oppress with 
sthg heavy, labonous. or disheartening; burden (a company ed down 
with debts) 3a to weight or shape (dice) to fall unfairly b to charge with 
one-sided or prejudicial influences, bias c to charge with emotional 
associations or hidden implications <a ed statement) 4a to put a load 
or charge in (a device or piece of equipment) (-^ a gun) b to place or 
insert in a device or piece of equipment (^ a film in a camera) 5 to affect, 
often adversely, (the output of a preceding stage of an electrical circuit) 
^vi 1 to receive a load 2 to put a load on or in a earner, device, or 
container, esp to insert the charge in a firearm -- loader n 
'loaded adj having a large amount of money - infml 
loading /'lohding/ n 1 a cargo, weight, or stress placed on sthg 2 a 
surcharge 

'loading .gauge n, Br a bar suspended over railway tracks to show how 
high a tram may be loaded 
'load .line n plims^xl i inf 
‘load,star /-.suh/ n a lodestar 
'load,stone /-.stohn/ n (a) lodestone 

Moaf /lohf/ n, pi loaves /lohvz/ 1 a mass of bread often having a regular 
shape and standard weight 2 a shaped or moulded often symmetncal 
mass of food (e g sugar or chopped cooked meat) 3 Br head, brains - 
slang; esp in use one’s loaf [ME lof, fr OE hlaf akin to OHG hleib loaf. 
(3) rhyming slang loaf (of bread) head] 

’loaf VI to Spend time in idleness [prob back-formation fr loafer (idler), 
perh short for landloafer, fr G landlaufer tramp, fr land i laufer 
runner] 

loafer /'lohfa/ n 1 one who loafs 2 chiefly NAm a low leather shoe 
similar to a moccasin but with a broad flat heel [(2) fr Loafer, a 
trademark] 

loam /lohm/ n 'soil 2a, spec/f crumbly soil consisting of a mixture of 
clay, sill, and sand [ME lorn clay, clayey mixture, fr OE lam, akin to OE 
lim lime] - loamy adj 

Moan/lohn/n la money lent at interest b sthg lent, usu for the borrower’s 
temporary use 2 the grant of temporary use [ME Ion, fr ON lan, akin 
to OE Iten loan. Icon to lend, L linquere to leave. Gk leipein] 

’loan vt to lend <^ed /o the gallery by an unnamed owner) * loanable 
adj 

.lo and be'hold /loh/ mteij - used lo express wonder or surpnsc 
'loan trana.Iation n a word or phrase introduced into a language 
through translation of the elements of a term in another language (c g 
superman from German Ubermensch) 

'loan.word /-.wuhd/ n a word taken from another language and at least 
partly naturalized 

loath, loth /lohth/ also loathe /lohdh/ adj unwilling to do sthg disliked; 
reluctant [ME loth loathsome, fr OE lath\ akin to OHG leid loathsome, 
Olr liuss aversion] 

loath# /lohdh/ vt to dislike greatly, often yvith disgust or intolerance, 
detest [ME lothen, fr OE lathian, fr lath] loather n 
' loathing /’lohdhing/ n extreme disgust; detestation 
loathsome /'lohdhs(3)m, 'lohth-/ adj giving nse to loathing; disgusting 
[ME lothsum, fr loth evil, fr OE lath, fr lith, adj] - loathsomely adv, 
toathsomeneaa n 
loaves /lohvz/ pi of loaf 

Mob /lob/ vb -bb- vt 1 to throw, hit, or propel easily or in a high arc 2 
to hit a lob against (an opponent, esp in tennis) ~ vi to hit a ball easily 
in a high arc, esp in tennis, squash, etc [lob (a loosely hanging object), 
prob of LG or IMem ongin] 

’lob n a ball that is lobbed 
lob-, lobo- comb form lobe (lobar) (loboromy) 
lobation /loh'baysh(3)n/ n 1 the condition of having lobes 2 a lobed 
part 



677 


loc 


'lobby /*lobi/ n 1 a porch or small entrance hall 2 an anteroom of a 
legislative chamber to which members go to vote dunng a division 3 sing 
or pi in comtr a group of people engaged in lobbying [ML lobium gallery, 
of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG huba porch] 

’lobby vt to try to influence members of a legislative body towards an 
action ^ w 1 to secure the passage of (legislation) by influencing public 
officials 2 to try to influence (e g a member of a legislative body) towards 
an action - lobbyer n, lobbyist n 

lobe /lohb/ n a curved or rounded projection or division, esp such a 
projection or division of a bodily organ or part [MF. fr LL iobus, fr Gk 
lobos] - lobed /lohbd/ adj, lobar /'lohba/ adj, lobate /lobbayt/. iobated 
adj 

lobectomy /loh'bektami/ n surgical removal of a lobe of an organ (c g 
a lung) or gland (e g the thyroid) [ISV] 

'lobe>.f in n any of a large group of mostly extinct fishes that have paired 
fins resembling limbs and that may be ancestral to the ground-living 
vertebrates - lobe-finned adj 

lobelia /loh'beclya/ n any of a genus of widely distnbuted herbaceous 
plants often cultivated for their clusters of small showy flowers [NL, 
genus name, fr Matthias de Lobcl tl616 Flem botanist] 
lobotomy /b'botami. loh-/ n a brain operation used, esp formerly, in the 
treatment of some mental disorders (e g violent psychoses) in which nerve 
fibres in the cerebral cortex are cut in order to change behaviour [ISV] 
- lobotomize /lohlxitomiez, la-/ vt 

lobscouse /'lob,skows/ n a (sailors’) dish prepared by stewing or baking 
meat with vegetables and ship biscuit [origin unknown] 
lobster /'lobsO/ n, pi lobsters, esp collectively lobster any of a family of 
large edible 10-legged manne crustaceans that have stalked eyes, a pair 
of large claws, and a long abdomen [ME. fr OE loppestre, modif (prob 
influenced h) A^piie ^plde^) of L locusta crustacean, lobster] 
'lobster ,pot n (a basket used as) a trap for catching lobsters 
lobule /'lobyoohl/ ;i (a subdivision oO a small lobe - lobulate /-layt/ adj, 
lobulose /-lohs, -lohz/ adj 

'local /'lohk(a)l/ adj 1 charactenzed by or relating to position in space 2 
(charactenstic) of or belonging to a particular place, not general or 
widespread news') 3a pnmanly serving the needs of a particular 
limited distnet < govemment) b of a public conveyance making all the 
stops on a route 4 involving or affecting only a restneted part of a living 
organism [ME locaJIe, fr MF local, fr LL localis, fr L locus place - more 
at 'sTAii ] -- locally adv 

’local n a local person or thing <^spoke to the fnendly s> eg aBr the 
neighbourhood pub b NAm a local public conveyance (e g a tram or 
bus) 

.local au'thority n smg or pi in constr the body of elected and salaried 
people who administer British local government 
.local 'colour n the descnption in a literary work of the features and 
peculiarities of a particular locality and its inhabitants 
locale /loh'kahl/ n a place or locality, esp when viewed in relation to a 
particular event or characteristic, a scene [modif of F local, fr local, 
adj] 

.local 'government n the government of a specific local subdivision of 
a major political unit 

localism /'lohk(3)l,iz(a)m/ n 1 affection or partiahty for a particular 
place, esp to the exclusion of others 2 a local idiom or custom 
locality /loh'kabti/ n 1 the fact or condition of having a location in space 
or time 2 a particular place, situation, or location 
locaMxe, -ise /'lok(a)l,iez/ vt 1 to give local charactenstics to 2 to assign 
to or keep within a definite locality vt to collect m a specific or limited 
area - localization /-ie'zaysh(a)n/ n 

locate /loh'kayt/ vt 1 to determine or indicate the place, site, or limits 
of 2 to set or establish in a particular spot [L locatus, pp of locare to 
place, fr locus] ~ locatable adj, locator n 

location /loh'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 a particular place or position 2 a place 
outside a studio where a (part of a) picture is filmed - usu in on location 
[lcxtatf 4 -ion] - locational adj, locationally adv 
locative /'lokativ/ n (a form in) a grammatical case expressing place 
where or wherein [L locus 4 E -ative (as in vocative)] - locative adj 
loch /lokh/ n a lake or (nearly landlocked) arm of the sea in Scotland 
[ME (Sc) louch, fr ScGael loch\ akin to L lacus lake] 
loci /'iohsi; also lohki/ p! of locus 

'lock /lok/ n 1 a curl, tuft, etc of hair 2 pi the hair of the head [ME lok, 
fr OE locc\ akin to OHG loc lock. L luctan to struggle, luxus dislo- 
cated] 

’lock n la a fastening that can be opened and often closed only by means 
of a particular key or combination b a gunlock 2a an enclosed section 


of waterway (e g a canal) which has gates at each end and in which the 
water level can be raised or lowered to move boats from one level to 
another b air iock 3a a locking or fastening together b a hold in 
wrestling secured on a usu specified body part 4 chiefly Br the (maxi- 
mum) extent to which the front wheels of a vehicle are turned to change 
the direction of travel </ro/n ^ to ^ is JH turns of the steenng wheef) 
(ME hk, fr OE loc: alun to OHG loh enclosure, OE locc lock of hair] 
Mock vt la to fasten the lock of b to make fast (as iQ with a lock up 
the house) 2a to shut in or out or make secure or inaccessible (as iQ by 
means of locks (-^ed himself away from the cunous world) her 
husband out) b to hold fast or inactive, fix in a particular situation or 
method of operation 3a to make fast by the interlacing or interlocking of 
parts b to hold in a close embrace c to grapple in combat; also to bind 
closely - often pass (administration and students were ~ ed /n confbet) 

4 to move or permit (e g a ship) to pass by raising or lowenng in a lock 
~ vt to become locked - lockable adj 
lockage /'lokij/ n 1 an act or process of passing through a lock 2 a 
system of locks 3 the tanff charged for passing through a lock 
locker /'loka/ /i 1 a cupboard or compartment that may be closed with 
a iock, esp one for individual storage use 2 a chest or compartment on 
board ship ['i ock 4 '-er] 

locket /'lokit/ n a small case usu of preaous metal that has space for a 
memento (e g a small picture) and is usu worn on a chain round the neck 
(MF loquet latch, fr MD loke: akin to OE loc] 

.lock ‘forward n either of two players positioned inside the second row 
of the scrum m rugby sport 

lockjaw /lokjaw/ n an early symptom of tetanus charactenzed by 
spasm of the jaw muscles and inability to open the jaws; also tetanus 
'lock.keeper /-.keeps/ n sby who looks after a canal or nver lock 
'lock, nut /-.nut/ n 1 a nut screwed hard up against another to prevent 
cither of them from moving 2 a nut so constructed that it locks itself when 
screwed up tight 

lock on vt to sight and follow automatically by means of a radar beam 
or sensor 

’lock.out /'.owt/ n a whole or partial closing of a business by an employer 
in order to gam concessions from or resist demands of employees 
lock out vt to subject (a body of employees) to a lockout 
'lock.smith /-.smith/ n sby who makes or mends locks as an occupa- 
tion 

'lock.step /-.step/ n a mode of marching in step as closely as possible 
'lock.ttitch /-.stich/ n a sewing machine stitch formed by the looping 
together of 2 threads, 1 on each side of the matenal being sewn - 
lockstitch vb 

.lock, .stock, and 'barrel adv wholly, completely [fr the pnncipal 
parts of a HintliKk] 

'lock,up /'.up/ n 1 (the time oO locking; the state of being locked 2 a 
(small local) pnson 3 Br a lock-up shop or garage 
'lock-.up adj. Br, of a building (able to be) locked up and left when not 
in use 

'loco /'lohkoh/ n, pi locos a locomotive 
’loco adj, chiefly NAm out of one’s mind - slang [Sp] 
locomotion /.lohk 3 'mohsh(a)n/ n 1 an act or the power of moving from 
place to place 2 travel 1. 2a [L locus 4 E motion] 

'locomotive /.lohka'mohtiv/ adj 1 of or functioning in locomotion 2 of 
travel 3 movmg, or able to move, by self-propulsion 
’.loco'motive n an engine that moves under its own power, esp one that 
moves railway carnages and wagons 

.loco'motor /-'mohta/ adj 1 locomotive 1 2 affecting or involving 
the locomotive organs 

,loco,motor a'taxia /a'taksi a/ n a tertiary syphilitic disorder of the 
nervous system marked esp by disturbances of gait and difficulty m 
coordinating voluntary movements 

locoweed /'lohkoh, weed/ n any of several leguminous plants of western 
N Amenca that cause madness in livestock 
loculus /'lokyoobs/ n, pi loculi /"lokyoojee/ a small chamber or cavity, 
esp in a plant or animal body [NL, fr L, dim. of locus] - locular 
/lokyoob/ adj, loculate /lokyoolayt/ adj 

locum /'lohkam/ n sby filling an office for a time or temporanly taking 
the place of another - used esp with reference to a doctor or clergyman 
[short for locum tenens] 

.locum 'tsnsns /'tenenz/ n. pJ locum tenentea /te'nenteez, -tiz/ a locum 
- fml [ML, lit., one holding a place] 

locus /lohkas, 'lokrn/ n, pi loci /'lohsie, 'lohsi; also 'lohkic, 'lohki/ also 
locttsea 1 a place, locality 2 the set of all points whose location is 
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determined by stated conditions 3 the position on a chromosome of a 
particular gene or allele [L - more at 

.locus 'classicua /'klasik^/ n, pi loci classici /'klasiki. -kie/ the 
best-known and most authontative passage or work on a particular 
subject [NL] 

.locus 'standi Atandie/ n the nght to appear in court or be heard on 
any question [L. lit., place to stand] 
locust /’lohkast/ n 1 a migratory grasshopper thatji^en travels m vast 
swarms stnpping the areas passed of all vegetation food 2 any of 
various hard-wooded leguminous trees, esp a carob [ME, fr L locusta] 
'locust .bean n the fruit of the carob 

locution /ioh'kyoohsh(a)n, la-/ n 1 a word or expression charactenstic 
of a region, group, or cultural level 2 phraseology [ME iocucioun, fr L 
locution-, locutio, fr locutus. pp of ioqui to speak] 
lode /lohd/ n an ore deposit [ME, fr OE lad course, support, akin to OE 
iithan to go - more at 'lfad] 

loden /lohd(a)n/ n a dull greyish green, also a thick woollen cloth (e g 
for coats) typically of this colour [G, fr OHG lodo coarse cloth] 
lodestar, loadstar /lohd,stah/ n 1 a star that guides, esi/i ik)lf star 2 
sthg that serves as a guiding star [ME lode sterre, fr lode course, fr OE 
lad] 

'lode.stone, loadstone /-.stohn/ n 1 (a piece oO magnetized mineral iron 
oxide 2 sthg that strongly attracts, a magnet [obs lode (course). 
frME] 

Modge /loj/ vt la to provide temporary, esp rented, accommodation for 
b to establish or settle in a place 2 to serve as a receptacle for, contain, 
house 3 to beat (e g a crop) flat to the ground 4 to fix in place 5 to deposit 
for safeguard or preservation your money in the nearest bank') 6 to 
place or vest (c g power), esp in a source, means, or agent 7 to lay (e g 
a complaint) before authonty ^ vi la to occupy a place, esp temporarily 
b to be a lodger 2 to come to rest, settle </he bullet ^ d m his chest) 3 
esp of hay or grain crops to fall or lie down 
^lodge n 1 the meeting place of a branch of an esp fraternal organization 
2 a house set apart for residence in a particular season (e g the hunting 
season) 3a a house ong for the use of a gamekeeper, caretaker, porter, 
etc b a porter's room (e g at the entrance to a college, block of flats, etc) 
c the house where the head of a university college lives, esp in Cambridge 

4 a den or lair of an animal or a group of animals (e g beavers or otters) 

5 a wigwam [ME loge, fr OF, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG louha 
porch] 

lodger /'loja/ n one who occupies a rented room in another's houso 
[‘LODGE + ’-er] 

lodging /'lojing/ n 1 a place to live, a dwelling 2a a temporary place to 
stay <a ^ for the night) b a rented room or rooms for residing in, usu 
in a pnvate house rather than a hotel - usu pi with sing, meaning 
'lodging .house n a house where lodgings arc provided and let 
loess /'loh-is, les/ n a usu yellowish brown loamy deposit found in 
Europe, Asia, and N Amenca and believed to be chiefly deposited by the 
wind [G loss] - loessial /loh'esi al, 'lesi al/ 

Moft /loft/ n 1 an attic 28 a gallery in a church or hall b an upper floor 
in a bam or warehouse used for storage - sometimes in combination <a 
/lajdoft) c a shed or coop for pigeons 3 the backward slant of the face 
of a golf-club head 4 \Am an upper room or floor [ME, fr OE, fr ON 
lopt air; akm to OE ly/l air, OHG lu/f] 

*loft vt to propel through the air or into space ('^ed the ball over 
midwicket) 

lofty /’lofti/ adj 1 having a haughty overbeanng manner; supercilious 2a 
elevated in character and spint; noble b elevated in position; sufionor 3 
nsing to a great height; impressively high mountains) - loftily adv, 
loftioeaa n 

Mog /log/ n 1 a usu bulky piece or length of unshaped timber (ready for 
sawing or for use as firewood) 2 an apparatus for measunng the rate of 
a ship's motion through the water 3a the record of the rate of a ship's 
speed or of her daily progress; also the full nautical record of a ship’s 
voyage b the full record of a flight by an aircraft 4 any of vanous records 
of performance <a computer ~ > [ME lagge, prob of Scand ongm; akin 
to ON lag fallen tree, akin to OE began to lie - more at ’lie] 

>log vb -gg- VI 1 to cut (trees) for timlxr 2 to enter details of or about in 
a log 3a to move or attain (e g an indicated distance, speed, or time) as 
noted in a log b(1) to sail a ship or fly an aircraft for (an indicated distance 
or period of time) (2) to have (an indicated record) to one’s credit; achieve 
<-*'ged about 30,000 miles a year in his car) to cut logs for 
timber 

flog n a loganthm 


log-, logo- comb form thought; speech <logogram> (}o$orrhoea) [Gk, fr 
logos - more at i eghnd] 

•log /-log/ comb form ( • n), chiefly NAm -logue 
loganberry /'lohg3nb(9)n, -,ben/ n (the red sweet edible berry oO an 
upnght-growing raspberry hybnd [James H Logan tl928 US lawyer +■ 
E berry] 

logarithm /'log3,ndh(d)m/ n the exponent that indicates the power to 
which a number is raised to produce a given number fthe ^ of 100 to 
the base 10 is 2) [NL logarithmus, fr log- + Gk anthmos number - more 
at AMiTHMEiic] - logarithmic A'ndhmik/ adj, logarithmically adv 
'log.book /-.book/ n 1 i og 3, 4 1 Br a document held with a motor 
vehicle that gives the vehicle’s registration number, make, engine size, etc 
and a list of its owners - not now used technically, compare registra- 
tion ixx:uMF.Nr 

loge /lohzh/ n a box in a theatre [F - more at lodge] 
logger /'loga/ n, NAm a lumbeijack 

loggerhead /'loga.hed/ n 1 any of vanous very large manne turtles 2 
an iron tool consisting of a long handle ending in a ball or bulb that is 
heated and used to melt tar or to heat liquids [prob fr E dial, logger (block 
of wood) 4 head] - at loggerheads in or into a state of quarrelsome 
disagreement 

loggia /'loj(i)3/ n, pi loggias also loggie /'lojic/ a roofed open gallery 
behind a colonnade or arcade [It, fr F loge] 

logic /'lojik/ n la(l) a science that deals with the formal pnnciples and 
structure of thought and reasoning (2) a specified branch or system of 
logu' b a particular mode of reasoning viewed as valid or faulty (^couldn't 
follow hts '-’) c the interrelation or sequence of facts or events when seen 
a.s inevitable or predictable d the fundamental pnnciples and the connec- 
tion of circuit elements for performing Boolean operations (eg those 
needed for anthmetical computation) in a computer, also the circuits 
themselves 2 sthg that forces a decision apart from or in opposition to 
reason <fbe ^ of war) [MEIogik, fr MF logique, fr L logica, fr Gk logike, 
fr fern of logikos of reason, fr logos reason - more at legend] - logician 
/lo'jish(a)n, b-/ 

logical /'lojikl/ adj 1 of or conforming with logic <o ^ argument) 2 
capable of reasoning or of using reason in an orderly fashion <a - 
thinker) ~ logically adv, logicalncss, logicality /loji'kaiati/ n 
.logical 'po8iti.vism n a 2()th'C philosophical movement stressing 
linguistic analysis and rejecting metaphysical theories - logical positiv- 
ist n 

logico- /lojikoh'/ comb form logical, logical and <logico- 
mathematical) 

logistics /lo'jistiks, b-/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the aspect of 
military science dealing with the transportation, quartenng, and supply- 
ing of troops in military operations 2 the handling of the details of an 
operation [F logistique art of calculating, logistics, fr Gk logistike art of 
calculating, fr fern of logislikos of calculation, fr logizein to calculate, fr 
logos reason] - logistic adj, logistically adv 
logjam Alogjam/ n, chiefly NAm a deadlock, impasse 
logo /'logoh/ n, pi logos logotype 2 
logo- - see log- 

logogram /'loga.gram/ n a character or sign used (e g in shorthand) to 
represent an entire word - logogrammatic /-gra'matik/ adj 
logograph /’loga.grahf, -.graf/ n a logogram 
'logo.griph /-.gnf/ n a word puzzle (e g an anagram) [log- 4 Gk gnphos 
reed basket, nddle - more at crib] 

logorrhoea /.loga'na/ // excessive and often incoherent talkativeness or 
wordiness [NL] 

Logos Alogos/ n, pi Logoi /'logoy/ word 4 [Gk, speech, word, reason 
- more at legend] 

logotype /'loga,tiep/ n 1 a single block or piece of type that pnnts a 
whole word (e g the name of a newspaper) 2 an identifying symbol (e g 
for advertising) 

logrolling /’log.rohling/ n, chiefly NAm the trading of votes by members 
of a legislature to secure favourable action On projects of mutual interest 
[fr a former US custom of neighbours assisting one another in rolling 
logs] 

-logua, NAm chiefly -log /-log/ comb form ( * n) 1 conversation; talk 
(duohgue) 2 student; specialist <synologue> [ME -logue, fr OF, fr L 
-logus, fr Gk -logos, fr legein to speak - more at legend] 

-logy /-laji/ comb form ( -* n) 1 oral or written expression (pAnseology); 
esp body of writings of (a specified kind) or on (a specified subject) 
(rnlogy) (Aa^iology) 2 doctrine; theory; science i<erZi- 
nologyXseinfology) [ME -logic, fr OF, fr L -logia, fr Ok, fr logos 
word] 
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loin /loyn/ n 1ft the part of a human being or quadruped on each side 
of the spinal column between the hipbone and the lower nbs b a cut of 
meat comprising this part of one or sides of a carcass with the 
adjoining half of the vertebrae included meat 2 p/ a the upper and 
lower abdominal regions and the region about the hips b(l) the pubic 
region (2) the genitals [ME /oy/ie.frMF/oj^ne.fr (assumed) VL/um/ica, 
fr L lumbus, akin to OE lendenu loins] 

'loin, cloth A.kloth/ n a cloth worn about the hips and covering the 
genitals 

loiter /'loytd/ vi 1 to remain in an area for no obvious reason, hang 
ABOUT 2 to make frequent pauses while travelling; dawdle [ME loiteren, 
prob fr MD loteren to waggle, be loose] - loiterer n 
loll /lot/ VI 1 to hang down loosely (^his tongue ^ ed out) 2 to recline, 
lean, or move in a lazy or excessively relaxed manner, lounge [ME hllen, 
prob of imit origin] 

lollipop, lollypop /'loll, pop/ n a large often round flat sweet of boiled 
sugar on the end of a stick [prob fr E dial loUy (tongue) + pop] 
'lollipop .man, fern 'lollipop ,lady n, Br shy controlling traffic to allow 
(school) children to cross busy roads [fr the round warning sign on a pole 
earned by him/her] 

lollop /lobp/ VI to move or proceed with an ungainly loping motion ['loll 
I ‘Op (as in gallop)] 

lolly /'loll/ n 1 a lollipop or ice lolly 2 Br money - infml [short for 
lollipop] 

Lombard /'lombahd, -bad/ n 1 a member of a Teutonic people that 
invaded Italy and settled m the Po valley in the 6th c ad 2 a native or 
inhabitant of Lombardy [ME Lumbarde, fr MF lombard, fr Olt lorn- 
bardo. fr L Langobardus] ■ Lombardian /lom'bardi an/ adj, Lombardic 
/lom'bardik/ adj 

, Lombardy 'poplar /'iombadi, 'lum-/ n a much planted tall narrow 
European poplar [Lombardy, distnct of Italy] 
loment /'lohment/ n a dry 1 -celled fruit that breaks transversely into 
numerous usu I -seeded segments at matunty [NL lomentum, fr L. wash 
made of bean meal, fr lotus, pp of lavare to wash - more at lye] 
Lomotil /'lohmp,til/ trademark used for diphenoxylate hydrochlor- 
ide 

, London 'plane /'lundan/ /i a fast-growing smoke-resistant hybrid plane 
tree that is often planted in streets of towns [London, capital city of 
England] 

lone /lohn/ adj 1 only, sole 2 situated alone or separately, isolated 3 
having no company, solitary - fml [ME, short for alone] - loneness n 
lonely /'lohnli/ adj 1 cut off from others, solitary 2 not frequented by 
people, desi^late 3 sad from being alone or without fnends - lonelily adv, 
loneliness n 

.lonely 'hearts adj of or for lonely people seeking companions or spouses 
<a ^ cluby 

loner /lohna/ n a person or animal that prefers solitude 
'lonesome /'lohns(a)m/ adj 1 lonely 2 1 one 2 <on the trail of the ^ pine 
~ Ballard Macdonald) - loneaomely adv, lonesomeness n 
Monesome n self - infml <Mr all on his > 

,lone 'wolf n a person who prefers to work, act, or live alone 
'long /long/ la extending for a considerable distance b having greater 
length or height than usual 2a having a specified length ^) b 
forming the chief linear dimension <rAe ^ side of the room} 3 extending 
over a considerable or specified time <a ^ fnendship} <,2 hours 4 
containing a large or specified number of items or units <a list} (300 
pages > Saofa speech sound or syllable of relatively long duration b 
being one of a pair of similarly spelt vowel sounds that is longer in 
duration < a //i fate) c bcanng a stress or accent 6ft having the capacity 
to reach or extend a considerable distance (a ^ leO jab} b hit for a 
considerable distance (a ^ dnve from the tee} 7 of betting odds greatly 
differing in the amounts wagered on each side 8 subject to great odds (a 
^ chance} 9 owning or accumulating securities or goods, esp in anticipa- 
tion of an advance in pnees (they are now on wheat} (ME long, lang, 
fr OE; akin to OHG lang long, L longus, Gk dohehos] - longiah adj, 
longneaa n - before long in a short time; soon > in the long run in the 
course of sufficiently prolonged time, trial, or expenence - compare in 
THE SHORT RUN - long Ib the tooth past one’s best days; old - not by a 
long chftlk not at all 

*long adv 1 for or dunng a long or specified time (not « returned} 2 at 
a point of time far before or after a specified moment or event < was excited 
^ before the big day} 3 after or beyond a specified time (said it was no 
^er possible} - lo long goodbye - infml 
*long n a long syllable - the long and (the) short the gist: the outline <the 
long and the short of it was that we had to walk home} 


*long vi to feel a strong desire or craving, esp for sthg not likely to be 
attained [ME longen, fr OE langian, akin to OHG lang^ to long, OE 
lang long] 

.long a'go n the distant past - long-ago adj 
'long, boat /-,boht/ n the largest boat earned by a sailing vessel 
'long,bow A, boh/ n a long wooden bow for shooting arrows, specif that 
used in medieval England that was about 6fl (I 8m) long, was made of 
yew or ash, and was drawn by hand 
,long-'chain adj having a relatively long chain of (carbon) atoms in the 
molecule 

'.long-'distance adj 1 covering or eflFectivc over a long disunce 2 of 
telephone communication between points a long distance qpart 
’long-distance adv by long-distance telephone 
.long di'vision n arithmetical division in which the calculations corre- 
sponding to the division of parts of the dividend by the divisor are written 
out 

.long-.drawn-'out adj extended to a great length, protracted 
,long-,eared 'owl n a medium-sized European owl with long ear 
tufts 

longeron /'lonjaran/ n a fore-and-aft framing member of an aircraft 
fuselage [F, fr allonger to make long] 

longevity /lon'jevsti. also long'gevati/ n (great) length of life (a study 
of'>’"> (LL longaevitas, fr L hngaevus long-lived, fr longus long f aevum 
age - more at 'avf] 

'long, hair A,hea/ n a person with, or usu thought of as having, long hair* 
e g a a hippie b sby of an artistic, esp avant-garde, temperament c an 
unworldly intellectual [back-formation fr long-haired] - long-hair, 
long-haired adj 

‘long, hand /-,hand/ n ordinary wnting; handwnting 
.long 'haul n 1 a lengthy usu difficult penod of time (the back to 
health} 2 the transport of goods over long distances - long-haul adj 
.long'headed /-'hedid/ adj 1 having unusual foresight or wisdom 3 
dolichocephalic 

'long .hop n an easily hit short-pitched delivery of a cncket ball 
'long.horn /-,hawn/ n any of a breed of long-homed cattle of Spanish 
derivation 

.long-, horned 'beetle, longhorn beetle n any of vanous beetles usu 
distinguished by their very long antennae 

,long-,horned 'gra88,hopper n any of vanous grasshoppers distin- 
guished by their very long antennae 

longi- comb form long (\ongipennate} (longitude} [ME, fr L, fr lon- 
gus] 

longicorn /'lonji,kawn/ adj of or being long-homed beetles [denv of 
longi- • L cornu horn - more at horn] - longicorn n 
longing 'long ing/ n a strong desire, esp for sthg difficult to attain - 
longingly .iJv 

longitude /'lonjityoohd. also 'long gi.tyoohd/ n the (time difference 
corresponding to) angular distance of a point on the surface of a celestial 
body, esp the earth, measured E or W from a pnme mendian (e g that 
of Greenwich) - compare latitude la [ME, fr L longitudin-, longitudo 
length, fr longus] 

.longi'tudinal A'ty(x>hdinl/ adj 1 of length or the lengthways dimension 
2 placed or running lengthways - longitudinally adv 
.longitudinal 'wave n a wave (e g a sound wave) in which the particles 
of the medium vibrate in the direction of the line of advance of the wave 
- compare iransvfrse wavf 

'long Johna /}onz/ n pi underpants with legs extending usu down to the 
ankles - infml garment [fr the name John + -s] 

'long .jump n (an athletic field event consisting oO a jump for distance 
from a running siart - long jumper n 

.long 'leg n a fielding position in cncket near the boundary behind the 
batsman on the leg side of the pitch sport 
.long-'life adj (processed so as to be) long-lasting 
.long-'lived /livd/ adj 1 charactenzed by long life (a ^ family} 2 
long-lasting, endunng - long-livedncaa n A'liv(e)dnLs/ 

.long 'off n a fielding position in c^ket near the boundary behind the 
bowler on the off side of the pitch sport 
.long 'on n a fielding position in erkket near the boundary behind the 
bowler on the leg side of the pitch sport 
.long-range adj 1 involving or taking into account a long period of time 
planning} 2 relating to or fit for long distances rockets} 

'long .run n a relatively long penod of time - usu in in the long run - 
long-run adj 

'long.8hip /-.ship/ n a long open ship propelled by oars and a sad and 
used by the Vikings principally to carry warriors 
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1ong,shorem«n /-.shawmdn/ n, chiefly NAm a docker [longshore, 
short for alongshore] 

'long .shot n 1 (a bet at long odds on) a competitor given little chance 
of winning 2 a venture that involves considerable nsk and has little 
chance of success - by a long shot by a great deal 
.long'sightsd /-'sietid/ a(fj hypermetropic - longaightedncas n 
,long-'stsnding adj of long duration 

'long .stop ii a now little-used fielding positi^in cncket near the 
boundary and directly behind the wicketkeeper sport 
.long-'suffering n or adj (the quality of) patiently enduring pain, 
difficulty, or provocation - long-sufferingly adv 
'long .suit n the activity or quality in which a person excels 
.long-term adj occurring over or involving a relatively long period of 
time 

.long ton n a British unit of weight equal to 22401b 
(about 1016 OSkg) 

longueur /long'guh (Fr 15goeir)/ n, pi longueurs /long'guh(z) (Fr ^)/ 
a dull and tedious part or penod [F, lit., length] 

.long ve'cstion n the long summer holiday of Bntish law courts and 
universities 

.long-'welsted adj of more than average length from the shoulders to 
the waist 

'long .wove n a band of radio waves typically used for sound broadcast- 
ing and covenng wavelengths of 1000m or more 
'long,wsys /-.wayz, wiz/ adv lengthways 
.long week'end n a short holiday including a weekend 
.long-'winded /-'wmdid/ adj tediously long in speaking or wnting - 
long-windedly adv, long-windedness n 
longwise /'long.wiez, -wiz/ adv lengthways 

Moo /look/ A (money staked at) an old card game in which the winner of 
each tnck takes a portion of the pool while losing players have to 
contribute to the next pool [short for obs lanterloo, fr F lantureJu 
piffle] 

*loo A. chiefly Br toilft 2 - infml [perh modif of F Veau the water] 
loofsh /'loohfa/ A a dned seed p^ of any of several plants of the 
cucumber family that is used as a bath sponge [NL Luffa, genus name, 
fr A. /u/] 

Mook /look/ vr 1 to find out or learn by the use of one's eyes what 
tune it startsy what you*ve donety 2 to regard intensely; examine <- 
him in the eye) a gift horse m the mouthy 3 to express by the eyes 
or facial expression ('-ed daggers at himy 4 to have an appearance that 
befits or accords with (^really ~ cd the party ^ v/ la to use the power of 
sight; esp to make a visual search for b to direct one’s attention mto“ 
the mattery c to direct the eyes at himiy 2 (o have the appearance 
of being; appear, seem <~s very ///><^ed to be crying - Colin 
Maclnnes) 3 to have a specified outlook (jthe house ~ed easty [ME 
looken, fr OE Jdcian, akin to OS locon to look] - look after to take care 
of - look abarp to be quick; hurry 

*look A la the act of looking b 'glance 3 2a a facial expression <5/ie had 
a funny ~ on her facey b (attractive) physical appearance - usu pi with 
sing, meaning 3 the state or form in which sthg appears <a new ^ in 
knitweary (^has the of a loser about himy 

'look-a.like n sby or sthg that looks like another; a double 
look back vi 1 to remember - often f to, on 2 to fail to make successful 
progress - in never look back (after his initial success, he never looked 
back) 

look down vi to have an attitude of supenority or contempt - + oa or 
upon (snobbishly looks down on the poory 

looker /'looka/ n 1 one having an appearance of a specified kind - often 
in combination (a goodAookery 2 an attractive person, esp a woman ~ 
infml ['look + '-er] 

'look-.in A a chance to take part; also a chance of success - mfml 
look In VI, Br to pay a short visit (will look in oa the partyy 
looking .glass /'looking/ a a mirror 
look on VI to be a spectator 

'lookout /-.owt/ A tone engaged in keeping watch 2 a place or structure 
affording a wide view for observation 3 a careful looking or watching 4 
a matter of care or concern (it's your ~ if you do such a silly thingy 5 
chiefly Br a future possibility; a prospect 

look out vf 1 to take care - often imper 2 to keep watching <look out 
for your parentsy ^ vt , chiefly Br to choose by inspection; select <look 
out a suit for the interviewy 

look over vt to examine (quickly) - lookovcr a /'look.ohva/ 
look up vi to improve in prospects or conditions (business is looking up) 
^ vf 1 to search for (as if) in a reference work <look up a phone number 


in the directoryy 2 to pay a usu short visit to <looked up my fnend while 
I was therey 3 to have an attitude of respect ~ + to (always looked up 
to their parentsy 

Moom /loohm/ n a frame or machine for weaving together yams or threads 
into cloth [ME lome tool, loom, fr OE geloma tool; akin to MD aUaAie 
tool] 

Moom VI 1 to come into sight indistinctly, in enlarged or distorted and 
menacing form, often as a result of atmosplienc conditions 2a to appear 
in an impressively great or exaggerated form b to take shape as an 
impending occurrence (exams ed largey [origin unknown] 

Moon /loohn/ n a mad or silly person [ME loun rogue, idler] 

*loon A any of several large fish-eating diving birds that have the legs placed 
far back under the body [of Scand ongin, akin to ON lomr loon > more 
at lament] 

loony, looney /‘loohm/ adj crazy, foolish - infml [by shortening & alter 
fr lunatic] > looniness a. loony a 
'loony .bin n madhouse 1 - humor 

Moop /loohp/ Ala (partially) closed figure that has a curved outline 
surrounding a central opening 2a sthg shaped like a loop b a manoeuvre 
m which an aircraft passes successively through a climb, inverted flight, 
and a dive, and then returns to normal flight c a zigzag-shaped inlraute- 
nne contraceptive device 3 a nng or curved piece used to form a fastening 
or handle 4 a piece of film or magnetic tape whose ends are spliced 
together so as to reproduce the same matenal continuously 5 a senes of 
instructions (eg for a computer) that is repeated until a terminating 
condition is reached [ME loupe, of unknown origin] 

*loop 11 1 to make, form, or move in a loop or loops 2 to execute a loop 
in an aircraft ^ vt la to make a loop in. on. or about b to fasten with 
a loop 2 to join (2 courses of loops) in knitting 3 to form a loop with 
(^ed the wool round the knitting needle^ - loop the loop to perform a 
loop in an aircraft 

iooper /lochpa/ n 1 an inchworm 2 a device on a sewing machine for 
making loops ['loop '-kr] 

Moophole /'loohp, hohl/ Ala small opening through which missiles, 
firearms, etc may be discharged or light and air admitted 2 a means of 
escape, esp an ambiguity or omission in a text through which its intent 
may be evaded [arch loop, fr ME loupe, perh akin to MD lupen to watch, 
peer] 

‘loophole vt to make loopholes in 

'loop .line n a railway line that leaves and RRer rejoins a mam line 
.loop of 'Henie /'henh/ n a part of each nephron in a kidney that plays 
a part in water resorption [F G J HenIe tl885 G pathologist] 

'loop .Stitch A a needlework stitch consisting of a senes of interlocking 
loops 

loopy /'loohpi/ adj slightly crazy or foolish - infml ['loop + '-y] 
Moose /loohs/ adj la not ngidly fastened or securely attached b having 
worked partly free from attachments (the masonry is - at the base of the 
waif) cofa cough produced freely and accompanied by nsing of mucus 
d not tight-fitting (a ^ cardigany 2a free from a state of confinement, 
restraint, or obligation (a lion ^ in the streetsy b not brought together 
in a bundle, container, or binding hair) 3 not dense, close, or compact 
in structure or arrangement 4a lacking in (power of) restraint (a ^ 
tonguey(^ bowels) b dissolute, promiscuous living) 5 not tightly 
drawn or stretched; slack 6a lacking m precision, exactness, or care (a 
translation) b permitting freedom of interpretation (the wordmg of 
the document is very ~ ) [ME lous, fr ON lauss-, akin to OHG fds loose 
- more at -lf.ss] - loosely adv, loosen /'loohs(3)n/ vb, looseness n 
‘loose vt la to let loose; release b to free from restraint 2 to make loose; 
untie a knot) 3 to cast loose; detach 4 to let fly; discharge (e g a 
bullet) 

‘loose adv in a loose manner; loosely (the rope hung ^ ) 

'loose .box A, Br an individual enclosure wfthin a bam or stable in which 
an animal may move about freely 

.loose 'cover a, chiefly Br a removable prcHective usu cloth cover for an 
article of furniture (e g an upholstered chidr) 

.loose 'end n - at a loose end having notbing to do 
.loose-'leaf adj bound so that individual leaves can be detached or 
inserted (a ^ photograph album) 

.loose-'limbed /limd/ adj having flexible or supple limbs 
loosestrife /'loohs.strief/ a 1 any of a genus of plants of the primrose 
family with leafy stems and yellow or white flowers 2 any of a genus of 
plants including some with showy spikes of purple flowers [intended as 
trans of Qk lysimacheios loosestrife (as if fr lysis act of loosing 4 
machesthai to fight) - more at lysis] 

Moot /looht/ A 1 goods, usu of considerable value, taken in war; spoils 2 
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sthg taken illegally (c g by force or deception) </Ae robbers' [Hindi 
/u(. fr Skt luntati he robs] 

Moot vb 1 to plunder or sack (a place) in war 2 to seize and carry away 
(sthg) by force or illegally, esp in war or public disturbance - 
looter n 

Mop /lop/ n small branches and twigs cut from a tree [ME loppe] 

*lop vt -pp> la to cut off branches or twigs from b to cut from a person 
2 to remove or do away with as unnecessary or undesirable - usu ^ off 
or away <'*'ped several thousand off the annual budget} - lopper n 
Mope /lohp/ n an easy bounding gait capable of being sustained for a long 
time [ME loup, lope leap, fr ON hlaup; akin to OE hleapan to leap - more 
at leap] 

*lope VI to go, move, or ride at a lope - loper n 
,lop-'eared adj having ears that droop [lop (to hang down, droop), perh 
of imit origin] 

lophophore /'lohfa.faw/ n a circular or horseshoe-shaped organ about 
the mouth, esp of a brachiopod or bryozoan, that bears tentacles and 
functions esp in food collecting [Gk lophos crest + E -phore] 
lopsided /.lop'siedid/ adj 1 having one side heavier or lower than the 
other 2 lacking in balance, symmetry, or proportion [lop (to hang down, 
droop)] - lopsidedly adv, lopsidedness n 

loquacious /la'kwayshas/ adj talkative - fml [L loquac-, loquax, fr loqui 
to speak] - loquaciously adv, loquaciousness n, loquacity 
/b'kwasati/ n 

loquet /’lohkwat, -kwot/ n (the yellow edible fruit oO an often cultivated 
Asiatic evergreen tree of the rose family [Chin (Cant) lo-kwat, fr lo rush 
+ kwat orange] 

loran /'lawran/ n a system of navigation using pulsed signals sent out by 

2 pairs of radio stations [long-range navigation] 

Mord /lawd/ p 1 oj having power and authonty over others e g a a 
(hereditary) ruler b sby from whom a feudal fee or estate is held c baron 

3 2 cap a god 1 b Jesus - often + Our 3 a man of rank or high position 
e g a a feudal tenant holding land directly from the king b a Bntish 
nobleman e g (1) baron 2a (2) a marquess, earl, or viscount (3) the 
son of a duke or marquess or the eldest son of an earl (4) a bish^ of the 
Church of England 4 pi. cap Houst of lords - often ^ the — ^ i aw 
5 - used as the title of a lord or as an ofticial title <Lord Advocate} [ME 
loverd. lord, fr OE h la ford, fr hlaf loaf ♦ weard keeper - more at 
'ioaf] 

‘lord vt to act like a lord, esp to put on airs - usu + it it over his 
friends} 

Lord intetj - used to express surprise, amazement, or dismay, esp in Oh 
Lord!, Gixxl Lordi, etc 

.lord 'advocate n, often cap IJtA the chief law ofTicer of the Crown in 
Scotland 

,Lord 'Chamberlain n the chief officer of the Bntish royal house- 
hold 

.lord 'chancellor n, often cap LStC an officer of state who presides over 
the House of Lords, serves as head of the judiciary, and is usu a member 
of the cabinet 

.Lord .Chief 'Justice n, pi Lords Chief Justice the president of the 
(^een's Bench Division of the High Court 

Lord Justice of Appeal n, pi Lords Justices of Appeal a judge of the 
Court of Appeal 

.Lord Lleu'tenant n, pi Lords Lieutenant, I-ord Lieutenants an official 
representative of a sovereign in a British county 
lordly /’lawdli/ adj la (having the charactcnstics) of a lord; dignified b 
grand, noble 2 disdainful and arrogant - lordliness n, lordly adv 
Lord of Appeal In Ordinary n. pi Lords of Appeal In Ordinary an 
eminent lawyer appointed a life peer to hear appeals in the Lor'^’; 
lordosis /law'dohsis/ n abnormal forward curvature of the sp..ic - 
compare kyphosis, scoliosis [NL, fr Gk lordosis, fr lordos curving 
forwards; akin to OE bdyrtan to deceive] - lordotic /law'dotik/ adj 
.Lord .President of the 'Council n, pi Lord Presidents of the 
Council the president of the Privy Council 

.Lord .Privy 'Seal /'pnvx/ n, pi Lords Privy Seal a member of the 
British Cabinet with no departmenul duties 
.lords and 'ladies n pi but sing in constr cuckoopint 
Lord's day n, often cap D Sunday - usu + the [fr the Christian belief 
that Christ rose from the dead on Sunday] 

'lordship /-ship/ n 1 - used as a title for a lord 2 the authonty of a 
lord 

.Lord's 'Prayer n the prayer taught by Jesus beginning Gur 
Father’ 

.Lord's table n, often cap T altar 2 


More /law/ n a specified body of knowledge or tradition (bird ^ } (ghost 
~ > [ME, learning, doctnne, lesson, fr OE lar, akin to OHG lera doctnne, 
OE leomian to learn] 

*lore n the space between the eye and bill in a bird or the corresponding 
region in a reptile or fish [NL lorum, fr L, thong, rein, akin to Gk eu7c/a 
reins] - loresJ /lawn al/ 

lorgnette /law'nyet/ (Fr brjict)/ n a pair of glasses or opera glasses with 
a handle [F, fr lorgner to take a sidelong look at, fr MF, fr hrgne 
cross-eyed] 

lorgnon /law'nyon (Fr brji5)/ n a lorgnette [F, fr lorgner] 
lories /lo'neka/ n, pi loricae /-ki/ a hard protective case or shell [NL, 
fr L, breastplate, fr lorum] - loricate /’lonkayt/, loricatedt adj 
lorikeet /’lonkcct, -'-/ n any of numerous small tree-dwellmg parrots 
mostly of Australasia [lory (parrot, fr Malay nun, luri) > -keet (as in 
parakeet)] 

lorimer /'lonma/ n a maker of the metal parts of bndles and saddles [ME 
lonmer, lonner, fr OF lormier, lorenier, fr lorain strap holding a horse’s 
saddle, fr LL loramentum harness, straps, fr L lorum strap] 
loriner /'lonna/ n a lonmer 

loris /'lawris/ n any of several small nocturnal slow-moving tree-dwelling 
pnmates [F, perh fr obs D loens simpleton] - lorisifonn /law'nsi,fawm/ 
adj 

lorry /Ion/ n, Br a large motor vehicle for carrying loads by road [perh 
fr E dial lurry (to pull, drag)] 

lose /loohz/ vb lost /lost/ vt la to bnng to destruction, pensh - usu pass 
(the ship was lost on the reef} b to damn <lost souls} 2 to miss from one’s 
possession or from a customary or supposed place, also lo fail to find <lo8t 
her glasses} 3 to suffer depnvation of, part with, esp m an unforeseen or 
accidental manner <lost his leg in an accident} 4 to suffer loss through 
the death of or final separation from (sby) <lost a son in the war} 5a to 
fail to use, let slip by (he lost his chance of a place in the team} b(l) to 
be defeated in (a contest for) <- a battle} (^ a prize} (2) to have less 
of (the aircraft began to ~ height} c to fail to catch with the senses or 
the mind (lost part of what was said) 6 lo cause the loss of (one careless 
statement lost her the election} 7 lo fail to keep or maintaui (lost her 
balance} 8i to cause to miss one’s way (lost themselves in the maze of 
streets} b to withdraw (onesclO from immediate reality (lost himself in 
a book} 9 to fail to keep in sight or in mind (/ lost track of his reasoning} 
10 lo free oneself from, gel nd of (dieting to — some waght} 11 to run 
slow by the amount of - used with reference to a timepiece (my watch 
-s a minute each day} ^vi 1 to undergo depnvation of sthg of value 
2 to undergo defeat 3 o/a timepiece to run slow [ME losen, fr OE losian 
to pensh. lose, fr los destruction, akin to OE leosan to lose; akin to ON 
losa lo Kn^^n, L here to release, atone for, Gk lyein to loosen, dissolve, 
destroy] - lose one’s head lo lose self-control (e g in anger or panic) 
lose out 1 to make a loss 2 to be the loser, esp unluckily USE often 
+ on 

loser /'loohzo/ n 1 one who loses, esp consistently 2 one who does 
poorly, a failure 

'losing .hazard /'loohzing/ n the pocketuig of the cue ball after it stnkes 
an object ball in billiards 

loss /los/ n la the act or an mstance of losing possession b the harm or 
pnvation resulting from loss or separation 2 a person, thing, or amount 
lost (the woman who retired is a great to her firm}: eg a pi killed, 
wounded, or captured soldiers b the power diminution of a circuit 
element corresponding to conversion of electnc power into heat 3s failure 
to gain, win, obtain, or use sthg b an amount by which cost exceeds 
revenue 4 decrease in amount, size, or degree 5 destruction, rum (the 
ship went down with the ~ of many lives} [ME los, prob back-formation 
fr lost, pp of losen to lose] - at a loss uncertain, puzzled 
loss leader n an article sold at a loss in order to draw customers 
lossy /’losi/ adj causing diminution or dissipation of electrical energy 
lost /lost/ adj la unable to find the way b no longer visible c bewildered, 
helpless 2 ruined or destroyed physically or morally 3a no longer 
possessed (one’s youth} b no longer known (the -- art of letter- 
wnting} 4a uken away or beyond reach or atUinment; denied b 
insensible, hardened (-to shame} 5 rapt, absorbed (- in revene} [pp 
of lose] 

.lost 'cause n a cause that has lost all prospect of success 
lost wax tt ClRE PERDUE 

Mot /lot/ n 1 an object used as a counter in deciding a question by chance 
(they drew -^sfor who was to go} 2 (the use of lots as a means of making) 
a choice 3a sthg that falls to sby by lot; a share b one’s way of life or 
worldly fate; fortune (it’s my to be misunderstood} 4a a portion of 
land; esp one with fixed boundaries designated on a plot or survey b a 
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nim studio and its adjoining property 5 an article or a number of articles 
offered as 1 item (e g in an auction sale) (what aw I bid for ^ 16“^ 6a 
sing or pi in constr a number of associated people, a set </ic//o you — - 
Margaret Drabble) b a kind, sort - chiefly in a bad hi 7 a considerable 
amount or number <a ^ of iJInessy <^has of fnendsy - often pi with 

sing meaning 8 chiefly Br the whole amount or number <afe up the whole 
> USE i6aA(f) mfml (ME, fr OE hloi; akin to OHG hioz, Lith khudyti 
to hook on] - a lot 1 lots <drt)ve a lot faster} - chiefly mfml 2 often, 
frequently (£oes there a lot) - chiefly mfml 
*lot vt -tt- 1 to form or divide into lots 2 to allot, apportion 
loth /lohth/ adj loath 

lothario /la'thahnoh/ n, pi lotharios often cap a man whose chief interest 
is seducing women [Lothano. seducer m the play The Fair Penitent by 
Nicholas Rowe tl718 E dramatist] 

loti /’lohti/ n, pi maloti /nia'lohti/ -..f Lesotho at NAriONAiiTY (of 
Bantu origin] 

lotion /lohsh(a)n/ n a medicinal or cosmetic liquid for estcmal use (L 
lotion-, lotio act of washing, fr lotus, pp of lavere to wash • more at 
lye] 

lots /lots/ adv much, considerably <i5 older than me) - mfml (pi of 
'lot] 

lottery /lot(a)n/ n 1 (a way of raising money b> the sale or) the 
distnbution of numbered tickets some of which are later randomly 
selected to entitle the holder to a prize 2 an event or affair whose outcome 
IS (apparently) decided by chance (.buying a <iccondhand car is a ^ ) (MF 
lotene, fr MD, fr lot lot; akin to OE blot lot] 

lotto /'lotoh/ n bingo (It, lottery, lotto, fr F lot lot, of Gmc origin, akin 
to OE hlot lot] 

lotus /"lohlds/ n 1 a fruit considered m Greek legend to cause indolence 
and dreamy contentment 2 any of vanous water lilies including several 
represented in ancient Egyptian and Hindu art and religious symbtilism 
3 any of a genus of widely distnbuted upright herbaceous plants (eg 
bird's-foot trefoil) (L & Gk, L lotus, fr Gk lotos, fr Heb lot myrrh, (3) 
NL. genus name, fr L] 

'lotus-ioator n shy who lives m dreamy indolence [lotus-eaten, a 
m> .hical people living in indolence caused by lotus fruit, trans of Gk 
Lotophagoi] 

'lotus pOiSition n a yoga position m which one sits with legs folded and 
the arms resting on the knees (trans of Skt padnmsaiia, fr padma lotus 
(symbolizing transcendence of external impulse and sensation) ^ asana 
seat, posture] 

louche /loohsh/ adj morally dubious, disreputable, seedy (F, hr, 
cross-eyed, fr L luscus one-eyed] 

loud /lowd/ adj 1 marked by or producing a high volume of sound 2 
clamorous, noisy 3 obtrusive or offensive in appearance; flashy <a ^ 
checked suity (ME, fr OE hlud, akin to OHG hlut loud, L inclutus 
famous, Gk klytos, Skt smoti he hears] - loud adv, louden vb, loudly adv, 
loudness n 

,loud''hailer n, chiefly Br a megaphone 

'loud,mouth /-mowth/ n a person given to much loud offensive talk - 
mfml - loudmouthed /-.mowdhd/ adj 

loudspeaker /Jowd'speeka/ n (a cabinet that contains) an electro- 
mechanical device that converts clectncal energy into acoustic energy and 
that IS used to reproduce audible sounds m a room, hall, etc 
lough /k>kh/ n a loch m Ireland (ME, of Celt origin, akin to OIr loch 
lake; akin to L lacus lake] 

louia d'or /,looh-i 'daw (Fr Iwi dor)/ n, pi louls d’or /~/ la French 
gold com first struck m 1640 and issued until the Revolution 2 the French 
20-franc gold piece issued after the Revolution [F, fr Louis XIII tl643 
King of France + d'or of gold] 

Louis Quatorze Alooh i ka'tawz (Fr katorz/ adj (charactenstic) of 
the architecture or furniture of the reign of Louis XIV of France (F, Louis 
XIV 11715 King of France] 

Louis Quinze /kanhz (Fr krz)/ adj (characteristic) of the architecture 
or furniture of the reign of Louis XV of France (F, Louis XV 1 1 774 King 
of France] 

Louis Seize /sez (Fr srz)/ adj (characteristic) of the architecture or 
furniture of the reign of Louis XVI of France (F, Louis XVI 1 1793 King 
of France] 

Louis Treize /trez (Fr trrz)/ adj (characteristic) of the furniture or 
architecture of the reign of I^uis XIII of France [F, Louis XIII] 
Mounge /lownj/ vi to act or move idly or lazily; loll [origin unknown] - 
loMSger ii 

’lounge n 1 a room in a pnvate house for sitting in; sitting room 2 a 
room in a public building providing comfortable seating; also a waiting 


room (c g at an airport) 
lounge bar n. Br sakxin dar 

'lounge .suit n a man's suit for wear dunng the day and on informal 
occasions 

loupe /ioohp/ n a small optical magnifying instrument used esp by 
jewellers and watchmakers [F, gem of imperfect bnlliancy, loupe] 
loup-garou /,looh ga'rooh (Fr lu garu/ n, pi loups-garous a werewolf 
IMF] 

lour /’Iowa/ vi or n, chiefly Fr ' - ’i ow er - loury /'Iowan/ adj, louring 
/lownng/ adj 

louse /lows/ n, pi lice, /lies/, sense 2 louses la any of vanous small 
wingless usu flattened insects parasitic on warm-blooded animals b any 
of several small arthropixls that are not parasitic - usu in combination 
(book > (wood > 2 a contemptible person ~ mfml (ME hus, fr OE 
lus, akin to OHG lus louse, W Uau lice] 
louse up /lows, lowz/ vt to make a mess of, spoil - mfml 
'louse, wort /-.wuht/ n any of a genus of plants of the fig wort family 
lousy /'lowzi/ adj 1 infested with lice 2a very mean, despicable (a - 
tnck to play) b very bad. unpleasant, useless, etc c amply or excessively 
supplied < ^ with money} (the place was with police} USE {2) ir.fml 

- lousily adv, lousiness n 

lout /lowt/ n a rough ill-mannered man oi youth (perh fr ON lutr bent 
down, fr luta to bow down] - loutish /-tish/ adj 
louvre, louver /'loohva/ n 1 a roof luiitem or turret with slatted apertures 
for the escape of smoke or admission of light 2 an opening provided with 
1 or more slanted fixed or movable strips of metal, wtxxl, glass, etc to 
allow flow of air or sound (e g in a bell louvre) but to exclude ram or sun 
or to provide pnvacy —j churlh (ME lover, fr MF lovier] ~ louvered, 
louvred /'loohv.')d/ adj 

lovable also loveable /'luvsbl/ adj having qualities that deserve love, 
worthy of love - lovableness n, lovably adv 
lovage /'luvij/ n any of several aromatic perennial plants of the carrot 
family, esp a European plant sometimes cultivated as a herb or flavounng 
agent (ME lovache, fr AF, fr LL levisticum, alter of L ligusticum, fr neut 
of ligusticus of Liguria (ancient country in SW Europe, now part of Italy), 
fr Ligur-, Ligus, n, inhabitant of Liguna] 

Move /luv/ n la(l) strong affection for another (maternal ^ for a child} 
(2) attraction based on sexual desire, strong affection and tenderness felt 
by lovers b an assurance of love (give her fjjy } 1 warm interest m, 
enjoyment of, or attraction to sthg ('-> of music} 3a the object of interest 
and enjoyment (music was his first ^ > b a person who is loved, dl ar 
la, also DEAR lb 4a unselfish loyal and benevolent concern for the good 
of another b(l) the fatherly concern of God for man (2) a person’s 
adoration of God 5 a god or personification of love 6 an amorous episode, 
tovfc affair <My Life and Loves - Frank Harns) 7 a score of zero m 
tennis, squash, etc 8 sfxhal imlrcoursi -euph (ME, fr OE /u/ii, akin 
to OHG lupa love, OE Icof dear, L lubere, liberc to please, (7) fr the phrase 
to play for love to play for nothing (i e without stakes)] - for love or money 
m any possible way - usu neg (couldn't get a ticket for love or 
money} 

*iove vt 1 to hold dear, chensh 2a to feel a lover’s passion, devotion, or 
tenderness for b(l) to caress (2) to have sexual intercourse with 3 to like 
or desire actively, take pleasure m < ~d to play the violin} 4 to thnve m 
(the rose ~s sunlight} '-v/ to feci love or affection or cxpcnencc 
desire 

'iove affair n 1 an often temporary romantic attachment between 
lovers, esp a man and a woman 2 a lively enthusiasm 
'iove .appie n, archaic the tomato [prob trans of F pomme d'amour] 
'iove, bird /-.buhdZ n any of vanous small usu grey or green parrots that 
show great affection for their mates 

'iove.bite /-.bietZ n a temporary red mark produced by biting or sucking 
an area of one's partner’s skin, esp the neck, in sexual play 
love ,chiid n an illegitimate child - eufdi 

'love .feast n a meal eaten together by a ^hnstian congregation m token 
of brotherly love 

,love>in-a* mist n a European garden plant of the buttercup family 
'love .knot n a stylized knot sometimes used as an emblem of love 
'loveless /-lis/ adj 1 without love (a ^ ittamage} 2 unloving 3 unloved 

- loveletaly adv, lovelessness n 

.love*lies*'bleeding n any of vanous plants of the amaranth family 
widely cultivated for their drooping clusters of small usu scarlet or purple 
flowers 

'love.lock /-.lok/ n a long lock of hair worn over the shoulder by men 
in the 17th and 18th c 

iove, lorn /-.lawn/ adj sad because of unrequited love [lorn (forsaken), 
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fr ME, fr hren, pp of lesen to lose, fr OE leosan] - lovelornness n 
Movely /'luvli/ adj 1 delicately or delightfully beautiful 2 very pleasing, 
fine <fl ~ view} (ME, fr OE luflic loving, lovable, fr lufu love i -iic '-lyj 
• lovelily adv, loveliness n, lovely adv 
’lovely n a beautiful woman - infml <he//o. my 
'love, making A.maykmg/ n 1 courtship 2 sexual activity, esp sfxl al 
INIFRCOURSC 

'love .match n a marriage or engagement undertaken for love rather 
than financial or other advantages 

'love .nest n a small secret fiat. ox)m, or house used for conducting a usu 
illicit sexual relationship 

lover /'luva/ n la a person in love b a man with whom a woman has 
sexual relations, esp outside marnage c pi 2 people in love with each 
other, esp 2 people who habitually have sexual relations 2 ot voice 2 <a 
of the theatre} 

loverly /'luvah/ adj, Br lovely - nonstandard or humor 
'love .seat n an S-shaped double chair or settee that allows 2 people to 
sit side by side though facing in opposite directions 
'love, sick /-.sik/ adj languishing with love - lovesickness n 
lovey /‘luvi/ n, chiefly Br cove 3b - infml 

loving /'luvmg/ adj feeling or showing love, affectionate < ~ care/ (a - 
glance} - lovingly adv 

'loving ,cup n a large ornamental drinking vessel with 2 or more handles 
that IS passed among a group of people for all to dnnk from 
Mow /loh/ VI or n (10 make) the deep sustained throat sound characteristic 
of esp a cow [vb ME loowen, fr OE hlowan, akin to OHG hluoen to mois. 
L calare to call, summon, Gk kalein, n fr vb] 

Mow adj la not measuring much from the base to the top. not high <a - 
wall} b situated or passing little above a reference line, point, or plane 
hndges} \his w*rk was ^ on his list of prion ties) clow-necked 2a 
situated or passing below the normal level or below the base of measure- 
ment ground} b marking a nadir or bottom (the point of her 
career} 3a of sound not shnll or loud, soft b depressed in pitch <a ^ 
note} 4 near the hori/on (it was evening, and the sun was - > 5 humble 
in character or status (jieople of ^ birth} 6a lacking strength, health, or 
vitality, weak <he\s been very ^ with pneumonia} b lacking sririt or 
vivacity, depressed spints} 7 of less than usual degree, size, amount, 
or value pressure} (pnees are ^ at the moment} Sa lacking dignity 
or formality <a ^ style of writing} b morally reprehensible (played a - 
tnck on her} c coarse, vulgar < ^ language} 9 unfavourable, disparaging 
(had a ^ opinion of him} 10 of a ge^r designed for slow speed 11 of 
a vowel open (ME lah, low. fr ON lagr, akin to MHG hege low, flat] 
lowness n 

’low n 1 sthg low e g a a depth, nadir (sales have reached a new ^ b 
a region of low atmospheric pressure -5^ weaihlr 2 NAm wir 
TOM 4c 

*low adv at or to a low place, altitude, or degree 
low 'blood .pressure n hypotension 
.low'born /-‘bawn/ adj born to parents of low social rank 
'low, boy /-.boy/ n, NAm a low chest or side table that is supp<ined on 
short legs 

.low'bred /-'bred/ adj rude, vulgar 

'low.brow /-.brow/ adj dealing with, possessing, or having unsophisti- 
cated or unmtellectual tastes, esp in the arts - often derog - low- 
brow n 

.Low 'Church adj tending, esp in the Anglican church, to minimize 
emphasis on the pnesthood, sacraments, and ceremonial and often to 
emphasize evangelical pnnciples - Low Churchman n 
.low 'cloud n cloud with an average height of less than 2000m 
(about 6S00ft) 

.low 'comedy n comedy bordering on farce and depending on physical 
action and situation rather than wit and characterization 
,low-'cut adj fashioned so as to leave the cleavage or breasts exposed (she 
wore a very — dress to the party} 

'low, down /-.down/ n inside information - usu ♦ the, infml 
,low-'down adj contemptible, base - infml 

Mower, Br chiefly lour /'Iowa/ vi 1 to look sullen, frown 2 to become 
dark, gloomy, and threatening [ME louren\ akin to MHG liiren to he in 
wait] - lowering adj 

’lower, Br chiefly lour n 1 a lowering look, a frown 2 a gloomy sky or 
aspect of weather - lowery adj 

Mower /‘loh-a/ adj 1 relatively low in position, rank, or order 2 less 
advanced in the scale of evolutionary development organisms} 3 
constituting the popular, more representative, and often (c g in Bntain) 
more powerful branch of a legislative body consisting of 2 houses (the 


chamber} 4a beneath the earth's surface b often cap being an earlier 
division of the named geological period or senes < Lower Carbonifer- 
ous} 

Mower /'loh-a/ vt to move down; drop, also to dimmish - vt la to cause 
to descend; let down in height < ed the boat over the side of the ship} ( 
your aim} b to reduce the height of <--cd the ceiling} 2a to reduce in 
value, amount, degree, strength, or pitch < ^ the pnee) ( ^ your voice} 
b to bnng down; degrade, also to humble (I wouldn't - myself to speak 
to them) c to reduce the objective of <'-ed their sights and accepted 
less} 

.lower 'bound n a number less than or equal to every element of a given 
set 

.lower-'case adj. of a letter of or conforming to the senes (e g a, b, c 
rather than A, B, C) typically used elsewhere than at the beginning of 
sentences or proper names [fr the compositor’s practice of keeping such 
letters in the lower of a pair of type cases] 
lower case n l a type case containing lower-case letters and usu spaces 
and quads 2 lower-case letters ^3^ ai phabef 
.lower 'criticism n cnticism aimed at the restoration of (biblical) texts 
by companson of extant manusenpts - compare higher criiicism 
.lower ‘deck n 1 a deck below the mam deck of a ship ship 2 smg 
or pi III constr, chiefly Br the petty officers and men of a ship or navy as 
distinguished from the officers - compare ouarterdlck. 

.Lower .Forty-'eight n pi, NAm the 48 stales of the USA excluding 
Alaska 

.lower 'fungus n a fungus with absent or rudimentary filaments 
lowermost /-.mohst, -mast/ adj lowest 
‘lower .regions n pi hell - euph 

.lower 'school n a school or part of a school for younger pupils 
.lower 'sixth n, often cap L&S the first year of a school sixth form 
.lowest .common de nominator n 1 the lowest common multiple 
of 2 or more denominators 2 sthg (e g a level of ta.ste) that typifies or is 
common, acceptable, or comprehensible to all or the greatest possible 
number of people - chiefly derog 

.lowest .common 'multiple n the smallest number that is a multiple 
of each ol 2 or more numbers 

.lowest 'terms n pi the numerator and denominator of a fraction that 
have no factors in common (reduce a fraction to '*>} 

.low 'frequency n a radio frequency in the range between 30 and 
3(X)kHz 

.Low 'German n 1 Plattdeutsch 2 the W Germanic languages (e g 
Dutch) other than High German 

,low-'grade adj 1 of infenor grade or quality <-> bonds} 2 being near 
the lowt* or least favourable extreme of a range 
,low-'key also low-keyed /keed/ adj of low intensity, restrained 
Lowland /'lohbnd/ adj of the Lowlands of Scotland - Lowlander 
/-bnda/ n 

.Low 'Latin n the Latin language in its later stages (eg Vulgar or 
Medieval l-alin) 

.low-'level adj 1 occurnng, done, or placed at a low level 2 of a computer 
language having each word, symbol, etc equal to one machine code 
instruction and being easily understandable to machines 
.low-'loader n a vehicle with a low load-can ying platform 
Mowly /"Ivihli/ adv 1 in a humble or meek manner 2 in a low position, 
manner, or degree 

’lowly adj 1 humble and modest in manner or spirit 2 low in the scale 
o\ biological or cultural evolution 3 ranking low in a social or economic 
hierarchy - lowliness n 

,low-'lying adf lying below the normal level or surface or below the base 
of measurement or mean elevation clouds} 

.low 'mass n, often cap LAM a mass recited by a single celebrant - 
compare high mass 

.low-'necked, low-neck adj having a low-cut neckline 
.low-paid adj receiving a low wage 

.low-'pitched adj 1 of sound not shrill; deep 2 of a roof sloping 
gently 

.low 'profile n an inconspicuous mode of operation )r behaviour 
(intended to attract little attention) (the Government has been keeping a 
over the disturbances - The Guardian} 

.low re'lief n bas-relief 

'low-,rise adj, chiefly NAm constructed with only 1 or 2 storeys (a ~ 
classroom building} 

.low silhou'ette n low profile 

.low-'apirited adj dejected, depressed - low-spiritedly adv, 
low-spiritedness n 
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.Low 'Sunday /sunday. -di/ n the Sunday following Easter 
.low-tension adj having a low voltage, also relating to apparatus for use 
at low voltages 

.low 'tide n (the time oQ the tide when the water reaches its lowest 
level 

.low 'water n i.ow tide 

lox /loks/ n liquid oxygen [/iquid OJiygenJ 

loxodrome /'loks3,drohm/ n rhumb i iNt [ISV, back-formation fr lox- 
odromic, prob fr (assumed) NL loxodromicus, fr Ok loxos oblique • 
dromos course] - loxodromic /-'dromik/ adj, loxodromically adv 
loyal /'loyal/ adj 1 unswerving'in allegiance (e g to a person, country, or 
cause); faithful 2 showing such allegiance </}er ^ determination to help 
the party} (MF, fr OF leial, leci, fr L Jegalis legal] - loyally adv, loyalty 
All/ n 

loyalist /'loyalist/ n sby loyal to a govenimcnt or sovereign, esp in time 
of revolt 

lozenge /'lozmj/ n 1 (sthg shaped like) a figure with 4 equal sides and 
2 acute and 2 obtuse angles 2 a small often medicated sweet [ME losenge, 
fr MF losange, fr OF] 

LP /.el 'pee/ n a gramophone record designed to be played at 331^ 
revolutions per minute and typically having a diameter of t2in (30 Scm) 
and a playing time of 20-2 Smin [/ong playing] 

LSD /,cl es 'dee/ n a drug taken illegally for its potent action in producing 
hallucinations and altered perceptions [lysergic acid diethylamide] 
lubbar /'luba/ n 1 a big clumsy fellow 2.a clumsy seaman [ME tobre, 
lobur] - lubberliness n, lubberly adj or adv 

lubra /"loohbrah. -bra/ n. Austr an Australian aboriginal woman - 
compare *gin [native name in Tasmania] 

lubricant /'loohbnkant/ /i 1 a substance (e g grease or oil) capable of 
reducing fnction, heat, and wear when introduced as a film between solid 
surfaces 2 sthg that lessens or prevents difficulty - lubricant adj 
lubricate AloGhbrikayt/ vt 1 to make smooth or slippery 2 to apply a 
lubncant to - vi to act as a lubricant [L lubncatus, pp of lubncare, fr 
lubncus slippery - more at slffvf] - lubricator n, lubricative /-.kaytiv, 
•kativ/ adj, lubrication /•'kaysh(9)n/ n 

lubricious /looh'bnshas/ adj 1 lecherous, salacious 2 slippery, smooth 
USEfm\ [(I) ML lubncus, fr L, slippery, easily led astray. (2) L lubncus] 
- lubriciously adv, lubricity /looh'bnsati/ n 
lubricous Alochbrikas/ adj lubncious 

Lucan, Lukan /loohkan/ adj of (the Gospel oO Luke [LL lucanus, fr 
Lucas Luke, fr Gk Loukas] 

Lucayo /looh'kic oh/ n (the language oQ an extinct Arawakan tribe of 
the Bahamas 

lucent /'loohs(3)nt/ adj 1 glowing with light, luminous 2 clear, translu- 
cent [L lucent-, lucens, prp of lucere to shine - more at ’light] - lucently 
adv, lucency /'loohs(3)nsi/ n 

lucerne also lucem /looh'suhn/ n. chiefly Br a deep-rooted European 
leguminous plant widely grown for fodder [F luzeme, fr Prov 
lusemo] 

lucid Aloohsid/ adj 1 having full use of one’s faculties, sane 2 clear to 
the understanding, plain [L lucidus, akin to L lucere] - lucidly adv, 
lucidneaa, lucidity /looh'sidati/ n 

Lucifer Aloohsifa/ n 1 -- used as a name of the devil 2 the planet Venus 
when appeanng as the morning star [ME. the morning star, a fallen rebel 
archangel, the Devil, frOE, fr L, the morning star, fryi/cr/cr light-bearing, 
fr luc-, lux light 4 -fer -ferous - more at ’light] 
luciferase /1ooh'sifa,rayz, -.rays/ n an enzyme that catalyses the oxida- 
tion of lucifenn [ISV. fr luciferin] 

luciferin /looh'sifann/ n a protein in some organisms (e g fir^ies and 
glowworms) that gives out practically heatless light when undergoing 
oxidation [ISV, fr L lucifer light-bearing] 

luck Auk/ n 1 whatever good or bad events happen to a person by chance 
2 the tendency for a person to be consistently fortunate or unfortunate 3 
success as a result of good fortune [ME lucke, fr MD luc, akin to MHG 
gehicke luck] 

lucky Aluki/ adj having, resulting from, or bnnging good luck - luckily 
adv, InckiDcas n 

.lucky 'dipn. Bran attraction (eg at a fair) in which articles can be drawn 
unseen from a receptacle 

lucrative Aloohkrativ/ adj producing wealth; profitable [ME lucratif, fr 
MF, fr L lucrativus, fr lucratus, pp of lucrari to gain, fr lucrum] - 
lucratively adv, lucrativencsf n 

lucre Aloohka/ n financial gam; profit; also money - esp tn Blthy lucre 
[ME, fr L lucrum’, akin to OE lean reward, OHG Ion, Ok leia booty] 
lucubration /,loohkyoo'braysh(3)n/ n 1 labonous study or meditation. 


esp when done at night 2 studied or pretentious expression in speech or 
writing USE fml [L lucubration-, lucubratio study by night, work 
produced at night, fr lucubratus, pp of lucubrare to work by lamplight, 
akin to L luc-, lux light] lucubrate Aloohkyoo.brayt/ vi 
Luddite Aludiet/ n a member of a group of early 19th-c English workmen 
who destroyed laboursavmg machinery as a protest against unemploy- 
ment, broadly sby opposed to change, esp automation [Ned Luddfl 1779 
half-witted Leicestershire villager] 

ludicrous Aloohdikrds/ adj 1 amusing because of obvious absurdity or 
incongruity 2 menting dension [L ludicrus, fr ludus play, sport, akin to 
L ludere to play, Gk loidoros abusive] ~ ludicrously adv, ludicrous- 
ness n 

ludo /‘loohdoh/ n a simple game played on a square board with counters 
and dice in which the first to reach the home square wins [L, 1 play, fr 
ludcrc] 

lues Alooh-eezy n, pi lues syphilis [NL, fr L, plague, akin to Gk lyein to 
loosen, destroy - more at i osf] luetic /kwh'etik/ adj, luetically /-'etikli/ 
adv 

Muff /luf/ n the forward edge of a fore-and-aft sail ship [ME, 
weather side of a ship, luff, fr MF /o/' weather side of ship] 

Muff VI to sail nearer the wind - often + up 
luffa Aiufa/ n a loofah 

Luftwaffe Alooft.vahfa/ n the German Air Force just before and during 
WW 11 [G, fr luft air t \MitTe weapon] 

Mug /lug/ vt -gg- to drag, pull, or carry with great effort - infml [ME 
luggen to pull by the hair or ear, drag, prob of Stand origin, akin to Norw 
lugga to pull by the hair] 

Mug n a lugsail 

Mug w 1 sthg (eg a handle) that projects like an eai 2 'lar la - chiefly 
dial or humor [ME (Sc) lugge car, perh fi ME luggen] 
luge /loohzh/ n a small toboggan that is ridden in a supine position and 
used esp in racing [FJ 

luggage Alugij/ n (cases, bags, etc cont.iining) the belongings that 
accompany a traveller ['lug ^ -acif] 

lugger Alugd/ n a small fishing or coasting boat that carnes I or more 
lugsails [lugsjil] 

lughole Alug.hohl/ n, Br 'tar la - chiefly dial or humor 
lugsail Alug,sayi, -sal/ n a 4-sidcd fore-and-aft sail attached to an 
obliquely hanging yard [perh fr 'lug] 

lugubrious /loph'goohbn-as, b-/ adj (exaggeratedly or affectedly) 
mournful [L lugubns, fr lugere to mourn, akin to Gk lygros mournful] 
- lugubriously adv, lugubriousness n 

lug worm /'lug.wuhm/ n any of a genus of marine woirns that are used 
for bait [origin unknown] 

Lukan Aloohkan/ adj Lucan 

Luke /loohk/ n the 3rd Gospel in the New Testament [L Lucas, fr Gk 
Loukas] 

lukewarm /.loohk'wawm/ adj 1 mixicratcly warm, tepid 2 lacking 
conviction; indifferent [ME, fr luke tepid ^ wann, akin to OHG lao 
lukewarm - more at lll] - lukewarmly adv, lukewarmness n 
Mull /lul/ V/ 1 to cause to sleep or rest, soothe 2 to cause to relax vigilance, 
esp by deception [ME lullen, prob of imil origin] 

Mull n a temporary pause or decline in activity 
lullaby Alubbie/ n a song to quieten children or lull them to sleep [obs 
luHa, inter) used to lull a child (fr ME) f bye, interj used to lull a child, 
fr ME by] 

lulu Alooh,looh/ # 1 , chiefly NAm sby or sthg that is remarkable or 
wonderful [prob fr Lulu, nickname for Louise] 
lum /lum/ n, chiefly Scot a chimney [origin unknown] 
lumb-, lumbo- comb form lumbar and <lutnbasacra/) [L lumbus loin - 
more at loin] 

lumbago /lum'baygoh/ n muscular pain of the lumbar region of the back 
[L, fr lumbus] 

lumbar Alumba/ adj of or constituting the loins or the vertebrae between 
the thoracic vertebrae and sacrum </Ae region} [NL lumbaris, fr L 
lumbus] 

Mumber Alumba/ vi to move heavily or clumsily [ME lomeren] 
Mumbar n 1 surplus or disused articles (e g furniture) that are stored away 
2 NAm timber or logs, esp when dressed for use [perh fr Lombard 
(banker, moneylender, pawnshop; fr the prominence of Lombards as 
moneylenders); fr the use of pawnshops as storehouses of disused prop- 
erty] - lumber adj 

Mumber vt 1 to clutter (as iO with lumber; encumber, saddle (parents, 
'^ed with the unenviable task of guiding choice - The Economist} 2 
NAm to cut down and saw the timber of - lumberer Alumb(a)ra/ n 
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'lumberjack /-jak/ n a person engaged tn logging 
lumen /'loohmm/ n, pi lumina /'loohmins/, lumens 1 the cavity of a 
tubular organ (the ^ of a blood vessef) 2 the SI unit of luminous flux 
3^ PHYSICS [NL lumiih, lumen, fr L, light, air shaft, opening] 
luminal also lumenal /'loohminal/ adj 

lumin-y lumini-, lumino- comb form light <lummi/crous> [ME lumin-, fr 
L lumm-, lumen] 

luminance /'loohminsns/ n the luminous intensity of a surface in a given 
direction per unit of projected area 

luminary /'loohmin(3)ri/ n a source of light or illumination e g a a 
natural body that gives light (e g the sun or mtHin) b a person brilliantly 
outstanding in some respect [ME luminarye, fr ME' & LL, MF luminanc 
lamp, fr LL luminana, pi of luminare lamp, heavenly body, fr I , window, 
fr lumin-, lumen light, akin to L lucere to shine - more at ‘lu.ht] - 
luminary adj 

luminesce /.loohmi’nes/ vi to exhibit luminescence [back-formation fr 
luminescent] 

luminescence /,loohmi'nes(,'>)ns/ n (an emission of) light that occurs at 
low temperatures and that is prixiuced by physiological processes (c g in 
the firefly), by chemical action, by fnction, or by electrical action - 
luminescent /-sant/ adj 

luminiferous /.loohmi'nifaras/ transmitting, producing, or yielding 
light 

luminosity /.UKihmi'nossti/ n la being luminous b sthg luminous 2a 
the relative quantity of light b relative bnghtness of sthg 
luminous /‘loohmmds/ ad/ la emitting or full of light, bright b of light 
or luminous flux 2 easily understood, also explaining clearly [MF, fr L 
lununosus, fr lumin-, lumen] - luminously adv, luminousncss n 
luminous flux n radiant flux in the visible-wavclcngth range - -T‘ 

PHYSICS 

luminous paint n paint containing a phosphorescent com]xiund caus- 
ing It to glow in the dark 

lumme /'lumi/ iiuerj, Hr - used to express sui prise, infml [contr of hnc 
me (in the expression Lord love mcO] 

lummox /'lumoks/ n a clumsy person - infml [origin unknown] 
Mump /lump/ n 1 a usu compact piece or mass of indefinite si/e ind shape 
/a ^ of coal or sugary 2a an abnormal swelling b hri'isp 1 3 a heasv 
thickset person, specif one who is stupid or dull 4 Hr the whole group 
of casual nonunion building workers [ME] 

Mump vt 1 to group without discnmination 2 to make lumps on, in, or 
of ■*' VI to become formed into lumps 
Mump adj not divided into parts, entire (a sum) 

*lump \t to put up with - chiefly in like it or lump it, mfml [lump (to be 
sulky, dislike), of imit origin] 

lumpen /'loompan/ ad] cut oflT from the economic and stxial class with 
which they might normally be identified c ~ proletanaf) [G lumpen- 
proletanat lowest section of the proletariat, fr lump contemptible person 
(fr lumpen rags) < proletanat] 

lumpish /'lumpish/ adj 1 dull, sluggish 2 heavy, awkward - lumpishly 
adv, lumpishness n 

lumpy /'lumpi/ ad] la filled or covered with lumps b characten/ed by 
choppy waves 2 having a thickset clumsy appearance - lumpily ad\, 
lumpiness n 

lunacy /'loohnasi/ n la insanity (interrupted by lucid intervals) - not 
now in technical use b insanity amounting to lack of capability or 
responsibility in law 2 wild foolishness, extravagant folly 3 a foolish act 
[lunatic] 

'luna ,moth /'loohna/ n a large N Amencan moth with crescent-shaped 
markings and long tails on the hind wings [NL luna (specific epithet of 
Actias luna, the luna moth), fr L. moon] 
lunar /'loohna/ adj la of the moon b designed for use on the moon / 
vehicles') 2 lunar, lunate shaped like a crescent 3 measured by the moon’s 
revolution < ^ months [L lunans, fr luna nux)n. akin to L lucere to shine 
- more at 'lighi] 

lunar eclipse n an eclipse in which the moon passes partly or wholly 
through the earth’s shadow 

lunar month n the penod of time, averaging days, between 2 
successive new moons 

lunatic /*loohn3tik/ adj la insane b of or designed for the care of insane 
people (a asylum} 2 wildly foolish [ME lunatik, fr OF or LL; OF 
lunatique, fr LL lunaticus, fr L luna, fr the belief that lunacy fluctuated 
with the phases of the moon] - lunatic n 

lunatic fringe n the extremist or fanatical members of a political or 
social movement 


lunation /looh'naysh(3)n/ n lunar monih [ME lunacioun, fr ML 
lunation-, lunatio, fr L luna] 

Munch /lunch/ n (the foixl prepared for) a light midday meal; broadly, 
NAm a light meal (prob short for luncheon, fr E dial luncheon (a large 
lump), alter of earlier lunch (lump, piece, esp of food), prob alter of 
lump] 

’lunch M to eat lunch 

luncheon /'lunch(a)n/ n 1 a midday social gathering at which a formal, 
usu relatively large, meal is eaten 2 lunch - fml 
'luncheon .meat n a precooked mixture of meat (e g pork) and cereal 
shaped in a loaf 

'luncheon .voucher n a voucher given to an empipyee as a benefit 
additional to pay and exchangeable for food m some Bntish restaurants 
or shops 

lune /loohn/ n a crescent-shaped figure on a plane surface or sphere 
formed by 2 intersecting arcs [L luna moon - more at i unar] 
lunette /looh'net (Fr lymt)/ n sthg (e g a window, space above a dwr, 
or fortification) shaped like a crescent [F, fr OF lunete small object 
shaped like the moon, fr lune mixjn] 

lung /lung/ n 1 either of the usu paired compound saclike organs in the 
chest thai_constitule the basic respiratory organ of air-breathing ver- 
tebrates - /' dkjI si ion 2 any of various respiratory organs of invert- 
ebrates [ME lunge, fr OE luiigen, akin to OHG lungun lung, lihti light 
III weight - more at Might] 

Munge /lunj/ vh to make a lunge (with) [by shortening & alter fr obs 
allonge (to make a thrust with a sword), fr F allonger to lengthen] 
’lunge n 1 a sudden thrust or forurful forward movement 2 the act of 
plunging forward 

Munge n a long rein used to hold and guide a horse in breaking and training 
[F longe, fr OF, fr fern of lone long, fr L longus] 

Munge vt to guide (a horse) on a lunge in a circular course round the 
trainer 

-lunged /-lungd/ comb form ( - adj) having a lung or lungs of a specified 
kind or number /(>/7e-lunged> 

'lung.fish /-.fish/ n any of vanous fishes that breathe by a modified air 
bladder as well as gills 

lungi /'loonggi/ n a usu cotton cloth woni variously as a loincloth, 
turban, or sash, esp by Indians [Hindi lungi, fr Per] 

'lung.wort /-.wuht/ n a European plant of the borage family with usu 
white-spotted leaves covered in rough hairs, and bluish flowers [fr its 
being formerly used to treat lung diseases] 

lunisolar /.loohm'sohKV adj of or attributed to the moon and the sun [L 
luna moon • E -/- + solar] 

lunule /’loohnyoohl/ n a crescent-shaped body part or marking (c g the 
whM^ mark at the base of a fingernail) [NL lunula, fr L, crescent -shaped 
ornai'ient, fr dim of luna moon] 

Lupercalia /.loohpuh'kaylya/ n an ancient Roman festival celebrated on 
February 1 5 to ensure fertility for the people, fields, and flocks [I , pi, fr 
Lupercus, ginJ of flocks] - Lupercalian /-'kaylyan/ adj 
lupin also lupine /'loohpin/ n 1 any of a genus of leguminous plants some 
of which are cultivated for fertiliser, fodder, their edible seeds, or their 
long spikes of variously coloured flowers 2 an edible lupin seed [ME 
lupine, fr L lupinus, lupinum, fr lupinus, adj] 

lupine /’loohpien/ adj of or resembling a wolf [L lupinus, fr lupus wolf 

- more at woi l] 

lupus /'loohpas/ n any of several diseases charactenzed by skin disorders 
[ML, fr L, wolf] 

.lupus .ery.thema'tosus /.cra.theema'tohsds/ n a slowly progressive 
systemic disease that is marked by degenerative changes of connective 
tissue, reddish skin lesions, arthntic changes, lesions of internal organs, 
and wasting [NL, lit , erythematous lupus] 

,lupus vul'garis /vool'gahns, vul-/ n a tuberculous disease of the skin 
marked by ulceration and scarring [NL, lit., common lupus] 

Murch /luhch/ n [obs lurch (game like backgammon, decisive defeat in this 
game), fr MF lourche deceived] ~ in the lurch in a vulnerable and 
unsupported position, deserted - infml 
’lurch vi 1 to roll or tip abruptly, pitch 2 to stagger [ongin unknown] 

- lurch n 

lurcher /'luhcha/ n any of several types of swifl-running dogs that are 
crosses between greyhound or whippet and another breed (e g the collie 
or terncr) [E dial, lurch (to prowl), fr ME lorchen, prob alter of lurken 
to lurk] 

Mure /lyooa, Uxm/ n I a bunch of feathers and often meat attached to a 
long cord and used by a falconer to recall his/her bird 2a sby or sthg used 
to entice or decoy b the power to appeal or attract (the ^ of success} 
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3 a decoy for attracting animals to capture [ME, fr MF hire, of Gmc 
ongin; akin to MHG Juoder bait; akin to OE lathian to invite, OHG 
iadon] 

’lure vt 1 to recall (a hawk) by means of a lure 2 to tempt with a promise 
of pleasure or gain 

Lurex /'lyooareks/ trademark - used for a type of thread which is (partly) 
coated so as to give a metallic appearance 

lurid /'l(y)ooand/ adj 1 wan and ghastly pale in appearance 2a causing 
horror or revulsion, gruesome b sensational newspaper reports of the 
crime} c highly coloured; gaudy [L lundus pale yellow, sallow] - luridly 
adv, luridness n 

lurk /luhk/ vi la to lie hidden in wait, esp with evil intent b to move 
furtively or inconspicuously 2 to lie hidden, esp to be a hidden threat 
[ME lurken-, akin to MHG luren to lie in wait - more at lower] - 

lurker n 

luscious /'lushas/ adj 1 having a delicious taste or smell 2 having 
sensual appeal, seductive 3 richly luxurious or appealing to the senses; 
aiso excessively ornate [ME hetus, perh alter of hems, short for deli- 
cious] - lusciously adv, lusciousness n 
Mush /lush/ adj 1 producing or covered by luxunani growth 
grass} pastures} 2 opulent, sumptuous [ME fusch soft, tender] - 
lusbly adv 

Hush n. chiefly NAm a heavy drinker; an alcoholic [ongin unknown] 
Must /lust/ n 1 strong sexual desire, esp as opposed to love 2 an intense 
longing, a craving [ME, pleasure, appetite, sexual desire, fr OE, akin to 
OHG lust pleasure, L lascivus wanton] - lustful adj 
Must VI to have an intense (sexual) desire or craving 
lustral /'lustral/ adj punficatory [L lustralis, fr lustrum] 
lustrats /'lustrayt/ vt to punfy ceremonially [L lustratus, pp of lustrare 
to bnghten, punfy] - lustration /lu'$traysh(d)n/ n 
Hustra, NAm chiefly luster /lusta/ n a lustrum 
’lustra, NAm chiefly luster n 1 (the quality oO the glow of reflected light 
from a surface (e g of a mineral) 2a a glow of light (as lO from within 
b radiant beauty 3 glory, distinction 4 a glass pendant used esp to 
ornament a chandelier 5 a lustrous fabnc with cotton warp and a wool, 
mohair, or alpaca weft [MF, fr Olt lustro, fr lustrare to shine, fr L] - 
lustreless adj 

’lustra, NAm chiefly luster vt to give lustre or distinction to - lus- 
tring n 

'lustra.wara /-.wea/ n ceramic ware decorated with an indescent 
glaze 

lustrous /'lustras/ adj evenly shining <a ^ satin} (^the ~ glow of an* 
opaf} - lustrously adv 

lustrum /'lustram/ n, pi lustrums, lustra /'lustra/ a penod of 5 years [L, 
punfication of the Roman people made every 5 years after the census; akin 
to L lustrare to bnghten, punfy] 

lusty /'lusti/ adj 1 full of vitality, healthy 2 full of strength, vigorous 
['lust + '-y] - lustily adv, lustiness n 
luta /looht/ n a stnnged instrument with a large pear-shaped body, a neck 
with a fretted fingerboard, and pairs of stnngs tuned in unison [ME. fr 
MF lut, fr OProv iaut, fr Ar al-'ud, lit , the wood] 

Huta-, Inteo- comb form yellowish <luteo/i/}) [L /ufeus] 

’luta-, luteo- comb form corpus luteum <luteorrop^ic> [NL (corpus) 
luteum] 

lutaal /'loohti'al/ adj of or involving the corpus luteum 
lutain-iza /'loohti i.niez, -teeniez/, -ise vb to produce or become corpora 
lutea - Intelnization /,loohtMnie'zaysh(a)n, -teen-/ 

'lutai,nizing .hormona n a hormone from the front lobe of the pituitary 
gland that in the female stimulates the development esp of corpoiH lutea 
and in the male interstitial tissue of the testis 

lutanist /"loobtinist/, lutanist /-tan-/ n a lute player [ML lutanista, fr 
lutana lute, prob fr MF luf] 

lutaotrophio /.loohtioh'trofik, -'trohfik/ adj promoting the growth of 
corpora lutea 

lutaotrophic hormona n prolactin 
.lutao'trophin /-'trohfin/ n prolactin [luteotrophic v -m] 
.lutao'tropfn /-'trohpin/ n prolactin 

lutaoua /1oohti-as/ adj greenish or brownish yellow [L luteus yellowish, 
fr lutum, a plant used for dyeing yellow] 

lutatlum also lutecium /looh'teesh(y)am/ n a metallic element of the 
rare-earth group periodic table [NL. fr L Lutetia, ancient name 
of Paris, aty in France] 

*Lutharan Aoohthann/ n a member of a Lutheran church 
’Lutharan adj relating to religious doctnnes (e g justification by faith 


alone) or Protestant churches derived from Martin Luther or his followers 
[Martin Luther tl546 G religious reformer] - Lutheranism n 
lutz /loots/ n a jump in ice-skating from one skate with a complete turn 
in the air and a return to the other skate [prob irreg fr Gustave Lussi b 
1 898 Swiss figure skater, its inventor] 
lux /luks/ n, pi lux, luxes the SI unit of illumination ^ physics [L, 
light “ more at 'iioiit] 

luxata /'luksayt/ vt to dislocate [L luxatus, pp of luxare, fr luxus 
dislocated - more at ’lcxk] - luxation /luk'saysh(3)n/ n 
luxuriant /lug'zhooan-ant/;id 7 1 characterized by abundant growth 2a 
exuberantly nch and varied, prolific b richly or excessively ornamented 
prose} - luxuriance n, luxuriantly adv 
luxuriata /lug'zhtRianayt/ w lo enjoy oneself consciously, revel - often 
+ in [L luxunatus, pp of luxunare, fr luxuna] 
luxurious /lug'zhooan as/ adj 1 fond of luxury or self-indulgence, also 
voluptuous 2 characterized by opulence and nch abundance - luxur- 
iously adv, luxuriousness n 

luxury /'lukshan/ n 1 great case or comfort based on habitual or liberal 
use of expensive items without regard to cost 0\ed in - > 2a sihg 
desirable but costly or difficult to obtain b sthg relatively expensive 
adding to pleasure or comfort but not indispensable (ML luxune, fr MF. 
fr L luxuna rankness, luxury, excess, akin to L luxus luxury, excess] 
Iwei /Iway/ n Angola at nationai ity (of Bantu ongin] 

My /-li/ sufhx ( - adj) 1 like in appearance, manner, or nature, having the 
characteristics of <quee«ly> (fathciiy} 2 recurnng regularly at intervals 
of; every (hourly) (daily) [ME, fr OE -he. -he, akin to OHG -hh, both 
fr a prehistoric Gmc noun represented by OE he body - more at 
like] 

’-ly suffix (-• adv) 1 in (such) a manner islow\y\ like (kmg]y'> 2 from 
(such) a point of view \musieal\y speaking} 3 with respect to ',j>arriy'' 
4 as IS (specified), it is (specified) that {naturahy} (regrettably ^ 5 
speaking (in a specified way) frankly) {bnefy/ [ME. fr OE -hee, -hee, 
fr -lie, adj suffix] 

lycaenid /lie'seenid/ n any of a family of medium-si/ed often brilliantly 
coloured butterflies (eg the blues or copi>ers) [denv ol NL Lycaena, 
genus of butterflies, fr Gk lykama, fern of lykos wolf] 
lycanthrope /'hekan.throhp, he'kanthrohp/ n 1 a person displaying 
lycanthropy 2 a werewolf [NL lycanthropus, fr Ok lykanthropos were- 
wolf, fr lykos wolf + anthropos man - moruNit wolf] 
lycanthropy /lie’kanthrapi/ n 1 a delusion that one has become a wolf 
2 the change from a human being into a wolf, held to be possible by 
witchcraft or magic - lycanthropic /.liekan'thropik/ adj 
Iyc6e /'Icesay (Fr lisc)/ n a French public secondary school [F, fr MF, 
hall for public lectures, fr L Lyceum, gymnasium near Athens where 
Aristotle taught, fr Gk Lykeion, fr neiil of lykeios, epithet of Apollo, gtxl 
of poetry] 

lychee /'liechi/ n a litchi 

'lych-.gate /lich/ n a roofed gate in a churchyard traditionally used as 
resting place for a coffin dunng part of a burial service [ME lyehcyate, 
fr hch body, corpse (fr OE he) f gate, yate gate] 
lychnis /'likms/ n any of a genus of plants of the pink family [NL, genus 
name, fr L, a red flower, fr Gk, akin to Gk lychnos lamp, L lux light - 
more at ‘iiGiir] 

lycopod /’licka.pod/ n iycopodium 1, broadly CLirn moss [NL 
Lycopodium] 

lycopodium Alieka'pohdi-am/ n 1 any of a large genus of erect or 
creeping club mosses with evergreen 1 -nerved leaves 2 a fine yellowish 
powder of lycopodium spores used in pharnaacy and as a component of 
fireworks and flashlight powders [NL, genus name, fr Gk lykos wolf 
podion, dim of pod-, pous foot - more at wxit] 

Lycra /'liekra/ trademark - used for a synthetic stretchy yarn made from 
polyurethane and used chiefly in corsetry and swimwear 
lyddite /’lidict/ n a high explosive composed chiefly of picne acid [Lydd, 
town in England] 

lye /lie/ n a strong alkaline liquid nch in potassium carbonate, leached 
from wood ashes, and used esp in making soap, broadly a strong alkaline 
solution [ME. fr OE leag-, akin to OHG Imiga lye. L lavare, lavere to 
wash, Gk louein] 

.lying- »n /*lie-ing/ n, pi lyings-in, lying-ina confinement for childbirth 
lying in state n (the period oQ the ceremonial display of (a coflln 
containing) the dead body of sby of high rank to which people may pay 
their last respects 

lymph /limf/ n a pale fluid resembling blood plasma that contains white 
blood cells but normally no red blood cells, that circulates in the 



587 


mcc 


lymphatic vessels, and bathes the cells of the body [L lympha water 
goddess, water, fr Gk nymphe nymph - more at nliiiai ] 
lymph-, lympho- comh form lymph, lymphatic tissue <lymphoey/e> (NL 
lympha] 

Mymphatic /lim'fatik/ adj 1 of. involving, or produced by lymph, 
lymphoid tissue, or lymphocytes 2 conveying lymph <- vessels} 
^lymphatic n a vessel that contains or conveys lymph 
'lymph .gland n i ympm noof 

'lymph .node n any of the rounded masses of lymphoid tissue that occur 
along the course of the lymphatic vessels and in which lymphocytes are 
formed 

lymphocyte /'limfasict/ n a white blixxl cell that is present in large 
numbers in lymph and blood and defends the body by immunological 
responses to invading or foreign matter (e g by producing antibodies) - 
compare moncxsti ..f anatomy [ISVJ - lymphocytic /.limfa'sitik/ 
adj 

lymphoid /'limfoyd/ aJj 1 of or resembling lymph 2 of or constituting 
the tissue charactenstic of the lymph nodes 

lymphoma /lim'fohmV n, pi lymphomas, lymphomata /lim'fohmata, 
.lirnfd'mahta/ a tumour of lymphoid tissue [NL] - lymphomatous adj, 
lymphomatoid /-.toyd/ adj 

lynch /linch/ vt to put to death illegally by mob action [lynch law] 
lyncher n 

lynchet /’linchii/ n, Br a terrace formed on a hillside by prehistoric 
cultivation [lynch (alter of link ridge of land) * -et - more at t inks] 
'lynch .law n the punishment of presumed enmes or offences usu by 
death without due process of law [prob fr William Lynch tl820 US 
citizen who organized extralegal tribunals in Virginia] 

'lynch, pin a linchpin 

lynx /lingks/ /i, pi lynx, lynxes any of various wildcats with lelalively 
long legs, a short stubby tail, mottled coat, and often tufted ears [L, fr 
Gk, akin to OE lox lynx, Gk leukos white - more at ’mght] 
'lynx-,eyed adj having keen eyesight 

lyo- comb form dispersed state, dispersion <lyop/i///c) [prob fr NL, fr Gk 
lycin to loosen, dissolve - more at Lost] 

lyophilic /.he a'filik/ adj marked by strong affinity between a dispersed 
substance and the substance in which it is dispersed <a colloid^ - 
compare iyoimioiik' 

lyophilize, -isc /lic'ofiliez/ vt to freeze-dry - lyophilization 
/lie.ofilie'zayslifaln/ n 

lyophobic /,lic a'fohbik/ adj marked by lack of strong affinity between 
a dispierscd substance and the substance in which it is dis|X'rsed <a — 
colloid) - compare i 'iophu u ^ 

lyrate /'Ue-arM/ adj shaped like a lyre i'Lani 
lyre /'lieo/ n a stringed instrument of the harp family used by the ancient 
Greeks esp to accompany song and recitation (ME lire, fr OF. fr L lyra, 
fr Gk] 

'lyre, bird /-.buhd/ n either of 2 Australian birds the male of which 
displays tail feathers in the shape of a lyre during courtship 
Myric /'link/ adj 1 suitable for being set to music and sung 2 expressing 
direct personal emotion poetry) [MF or L. MF lynque of a lyre, fr 
L lyncus, fr Gk lynkos, fr lyra] 

“lyric n 1 a lyric poem 2 pi the words of a popular song * lyricist 
/'lirisist/, lyrist /'lic arist/ n 

'lyrical /'lirikl/ adj I lyric 2 full of admiration or enthusiasm - esp in 
wax )yncal - lyrically ad\ 

lyricism /’linsiz(a)m/ n 1 a directly personal and intense style or quality 
in an art 2 great enthusiasm or exuberance ['ivRic -i -ism] 
ly*-» lysi*i lyso* form lysis <lys/rj> [NL, fr Gk lys-. lysi- loosening, 
fr lysis] 

lysate /'liesayt/ n a product of lysis 

lyse /hes, liez/ vb to (cause to) undergo lysis [back-formation fr NL 
/ys/s] 

-lyse, NAm chiefly -lyze /-her/ comb form ( - vb) produce or undergo 
lytic disintegration or dissolution <e/ecfrolysc) [ISV, prob irrcg fr NL 
dysis] 

ly.sergic 'acid /lie'suhjik/ n an acid obtained from alkaloids that occur 
in ergot [lys- i e/yot] 

lysergic acid diethylamide /die,eethi'laymied. .die-a'thieiamied/ n 
LSD 

lysin /'liesin/ n a substance capable of causing lysis; esp an antibody 
capable of causing disintegration of red blood cells or microorganisms 
lysine /lieseen, -sin/ n a ba.sic ammo acid that is essential to nutntion 
in humans 

lysis /liesis/ tu pi lyses /-seez/ 1 the gradual decline of a disease process 


(e g fever) 2 a process of disintegration or dissolution (e g of cells) (NL, 
fr Gk, act of loosening, dissolution, remission of fever, fr lyein to loosen 
- more at ir>SF] - lytic /'litik/ adj, iytically adv 
-lysis /-bsis/ comb form, ( -» n)pl -lyses /-seez/ decomposition, disinte- 
gration, breaking down <e/ecrrolysis> <aufolysis> (NL, fr L & Gk, L, 
loosening, fr Gk. fr lysis] - -lytic /-'Iitik/ comb form { ^ adj) 

Lysol /'licsol, -sohl/ n a mildly corrosive solution of cresol and soap, 
fonncrly used as a disinfectant [lys- • '-o/] 

lysolecithin /.liesa'lcspthm, -soh-/ n a hydrolytic substance formed by 
the enzymatic hydrolysis of a lecithin (eg by some snake venoms) 
iysosome /‘liesa.sohm/ n a vesicle surrounded by a. .membrane that 
cKxurs in cell cytoplasm and contains enzymes capable of breaking down 
unwanted material or causing aulolysis [ISV lys- * ’-some] - lysosomal 
/,lies3‘sohml/ adj 

lysozyme /‘hevs.ziem/ n an enzyme prcsenl in egg white and in human 
tears and saliva that destroys the capsules of vanous bactena 
-lyte /-liet/ comb form n) substance capable of undergoing (a specified 

process or change) (electrolyte) [Gk lytos that may be untied, soluble, 
fr lyein] 

lythe /liedh/ n, Br the pollack [ongin unknovin] 

-lytic /-’litik/ su/Jlx ( - adj) of or effecting (such) decomposition (hydro- 
lytic en/ymes) [Gk lytikos able to loosen, fr lyein] 

-lyze /-licz/ comb form (- vb), NAm -lyse 


M 

m /em/ n, pi m*s, ms often cap 1 (a graphic reprc'scnlation of or device 
for reproducing) the 13th letter of the English alphabet 2 one thousand 
::y NUMRFR 3 sthg shaped like the letter M 4 an em 
'm /-m/ vb am (I'm going) 

ma /mah/ n moihkr la - chiefly as a term of address, infml [short for 
mama] 

ma'am /mam, mahm; unstressed mom/ n madam - used widely in the 
USA and in Britain, esp by servants and when addressing the (Jueen or 
a royal princess 

mac, mack /mak/ n. Br a raincoat - infml [short for mackintosh] 
Mac n ~ used informally to address a a Scotsman b NAm an unknown 
man [Mac-, Me-, common Sc & Ir patronymic prefix] 
macabre /ma'kahbfr)?/ adj 1 having death as a subject 2 dwelling on 
the giuesome 3 tending to produce horror in an onlooker [F. fr {danse) 
macabie dance of death, fr MF (danse de) Macabre] 
macadam /ma'kadam/ n material used in making a macadamized road 
(John Me Adam tl836 Sc engineer] 

macadam ize /ma'kadamiez/, -ise vt to construct or finish (a road) by 
compacting into a solid mass successive layers of small broken stones 
macaque /ma'kahk/ n any of numerous short-tailed Old World mon- 
keys (F, fr Pg macaco] 

macaroni /maka’rohm/ n, pi (2) macaronis, macaronies 1 pasta made 
from durum wheat and shaped in hollow tubes that are wider in diameter 
than spaghetti 2 an English dandy of the late 1 8th and early 19ih c who 
affect^ continental ways [It maccheroni, pi of maccherone, fr It dial. 
maccarone dumpling, macaroni] 

macaronic /.maka'ronik/ adj charactenzed by a mixture of Latin with 
vernacular words that sometimes have Latin endings [NL macaronicus, 
fr It dial maccarone macaroni] 

macaroon /.maka'roohn/ n a small cake or biscuit composed chiefly of 
egg whites, sugar, and ground almonds or occasionally coconut [F 
macaron, fr It dial maccarone] 

ma'cassar ,oil /ma'kasa/ n, ofien cap M a preparation containing oil 
formerly used for dressing the hair [Macassai- (Makassar), city in Indo- 
nesia] 

macaw /ma'kaw/ n any of numerous parrots including some of the 
largest and showiest [Pg macau] 

Maccabees /'maka.beez/ n pi t a pncstly family who led a Jewish 
revolt against Scleucid rule and reigned over Palestine from 142 to 63 bc 
2 sing m const r either of 2 narrative and histoncal books included in the 
Roman Catholic canon of the Old Testament and in the Protestant 
Apocrypha [Gk Makkabaioi, fr pi of Makkabaias, surname of Judas 
Maccabaeus 2nd-c bc Jewish patnot] - Maccabean /-.bee-an/ adj 
McCarthyism /m3'kahthi,iz(a)m/ n fanatical opposition to (Commu- 
nist) elements held to be subversive, accompanied by mdiscnminate and 
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unsubstantiated charges against individuals [Joseph R McCarthy tl^57 
US politician] - McCarthyist n 

McCoy /ma'koy/ n sthg that is neither imitation nor substitute - usu in 
the real McCoy [alter, of Mackay (in the phrase the real MacKay the true 
chief of the MacKay clan, a position often disputed)) 

'maco /mays/ n 1 a medieval heavy spiked staff or club 2 an ornamental 
staff used as a symbol of authonty [M£, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL mattia, 
akin to OHG medeJa plough, L mateola mallet] 

*mace n an aromatic spice consisting of the dned external fibrous covering 
of a nutmeg [ME. fr MF maciy fr L macir. an East Indian spice, fr Gk 
mailrir] 

Mace trademark - used for a not control agent containing tear gas 
macMolne /.masa'dwahn, 'masadoyn/ n a mixture of fruits or veg- 
etables served sometimes in jelly as a salad, cocktail, or garnish [F. fr 
MacAiome Macedonia, region of S Europe, peril fr the mixture of races 
in Macedonia] 

macerate /'masarayt/ yf 1 to cause to waste away (as if) by excessive 
fasting 2 to cause to become soft or separated into constituent elements 
(as iO by steeping in fluid ^ vi to soften and wear away . esp as a result 
of being wetted [L macerates, pp of macerare to soften, steep] - 
macerator n, maceration /,masa'raysh(3)n/ n 
Mach /mak, mahk/ n mach numbi-k <an aeroplane flying at ^ i> 
machete /ma'sheti, -'chayti/ n a large heavy knife used for cutting 
vegetation and as a weapon [Sp] 

Machiavellian /.maki a'veli an/ adj cunning and deceitful [Niccolo 
Machiavellt t]S27 It statesman & political theonst] 
.Machia'vellia.niam /-,niz(a)m/ n the political theory of Machiavelli, 
esp the view that the necessities of the State transcend individual mor- 
ality 

ma.chico'fation /ma,chika'laysh(3)n/ n an opening between the corbels 
of a projecting parapet or in the floor of a gallery o^roof of a portal for 
discharging missiles upon assailants below church [ML 

machicolatus, pp of machicolare to furnish with machicolations, fr OF 
machicoller, fr machicoleis machicolation, fr macher to crush -♦ col neck, 
fi L collum - more at collar] - machicolate /-'chikalayt/ vt 
machinate /'makmayt/ vi to plan or plot, esp to do harm [L machi- 
natus, pp of machtnan, fr machtna machine, contrivance] - machi- 
nator n 

machination /.maki'naysh(d)n/ n a scheming or crafty action or plan 
intended to accomplish some usu evil end [machinate t -ion] 
'machine /ma'sheen/ n la a combination of parts that transmit forces, 
motion, and energy one to another in a predetermined manner <a sewing 
^ > b an instrument (e g a lever or pulley) designed to transmit or modify 
the application of power, force, or motion c a combination of mech- 
anically, electncally, or electronically operated parts for performing a task 
d a coin-operated device e machinery - ^ the or in pi (^humanity must 
not become the servant of the 2a a person or organization that acts 
like a machine b the (controlling or inner) organization (e g of a group 
or activity) </Ae war c a highly organized political group [MF, 
structure, fabric, fr L machina, fr Gk m^hanc (Done dial machana), fr 
mechos means, expedient - more at may] 

’machine vt 1 to shape, finish, or operate on by a machine 2 to act on, 
produce, or perform a particular operation or activity on, using a 
machine; esp to sew using a sewing machine the up in placed - 
mAchinable also machineable adj 

machine code n a system of symbols and rules for coding information 
tn a form usable by a machine (e g a computer), also information so 
coded 

ma'chine .gun n an automatic gun for rapid continuous fire - 
madiiiie>^B vb, maebine gunner n 

ma.ohine>'readable adj directly asable by a computer texty 
machinery /ma'sheen(a)n/ n la machines in general or as a functioning 
unit b the working parts of a machine 2 the means by which sthg is kept 
in action or a desired result is obtained 3 the system or organization by 
which an activity or process is controlled 

nna'chlne .tooi n a usu power-driven machine designed for cutting or 
shaping wood, metal, etc 

machinist /ma'sheenist/ n 1 a craftsman skilled in the use of machine 
tools 2 one who operates a machine, esp a sewing machine 
machismo /ma'kizmoh, -'chiz-/ n an exaggerated awareness and asser- 
tion of masculinity [MexSp, fr Sp macho male] 

'Mach .number^ Mach n a number representing the ratio of the speed 
of a body to the speed of sound in the surrounding atmosphere <a ^ of 
2 indicates a speed that ts twice that of soundy [Ernst Mach tl916 
Austrian physicist] 


macho /'machoh, 'mahehoh, -koh/ adj aggressively virile [Sp, male, fr 
L masculus - more at male] 

mack /mak/ n. Br a raincoat - infml [short for mackintosh] 
mackerel /'mak(d)r9l/ n. pi mackerels, esp collectively mackerel a fish 
of the N Atlantic that is green with dark blue bars above and silvery below 
and IS one of the most important fi^ fishes, also any of vanous usu small 
or medium-sized related fishes iin cyme [ME makerel, fr OF] 
'mackerel .shark n the porbeagle 

mackerel sky n a sky covered with rows of altocumulus or cirro- 
cumulus clouds 

mackintosh also macintosh /'makiniosh/ n, chiefly Hr a raincoat 
[Charles Macintosh tl843 Sc chemist & inventor] 
mackle /'makl/ vb to blur [F macule spot, stain, fr L macula] 
made /'makl/ n iwin 3 [F, wide-meshed net, lozenge, made, fr OF, 
mesh, lo/enge, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG masca mesh - more at 
mlsh] 

mBcr-, macro- comb form 1 long (^macnxJiagonaiy imacTobioticy 2 large 
^macraspore) 3 including or more comprehensive than (Macro-Ge'/ 
used of a language group [F & L, fr Gk makr-, makro^ long, fr makros 

- more at meagre] 

macrame, macrame /ma'krahmi/ n (the act of making) a coarse lace or 
fnnge made by knotting threads or cords in a geometrical pattern [F or 
It, F macrame, fr It macrame. fr Turk makrama napkin, towel, fr Ar 
migramah embroidered veil] 

macro /'inakroh/ n, pi macros a single computer instruction that stands 
for a sequence of operations [short ft>r macroinstruLtion] 
macrobiotic /.makrabie'ctik. -kroh-/ aJj of or being a restricted diet, 
esp one consisting chiefly of whole grains or whole grams and vegetables, 
that IS usu undertaken with the intention of promoting health and 
prolonging life 

macrocephalous /.makroh'seGbs/, macrocephalic /-si'talik/ adj 
having or being an exceptionally large head or cranium [F maciocephale. 
fr Gk makrokcphalos having a long head, fr makr- - kephale head - more 
at cephalic] - macrocephaly n 

macroclimate /'makroh.kliemdl/ n the predominant or normal climnlc 
of a large region 

macrocosm /'makr9,ko7(3)m/ n 1 the universe 2 a complex that is a 
large-scale reproduction of 1 of its constituents [F macrotvsnie, fr ML 
macrocosmos, fr L macr- ♦ Gk kosmos order, universe] - macrocosmic 
/.makra'kozmik/ adj, macrocosmically adv 

macroeconomics /.makroh eka’nomiks, -eeka-/ n pi but sing in constr 
a study of large-scale economics (e g of a nation) compare mil 
NOMics - macroeconomic adj 

.macro'molecule /-'molikyix^hl/ n a large molecule (e g of a protein or 
rubber) built up from smaller chemical structures [ISV] macromolecu- 
lar / -ma'lekyoob/ adj 

macron /'makron/ n a mark used over a vowel or syllable to indicate 

a long or slrcvscd sound symbol [Gk makron, neut of makros 

long] 

macronutrient /,makroh'nyoohtii ant/ n a nutrient element of which 
relatively large quantities arc essential to the growth and welfare of a plant 

- compare trace filmint 

'macro, phage /-.fayj, -,fah7h/ n any of various large cells that are 
dislnbuted throughout the body tissues, ingest foreign matter and debns, 
and may be attached to the fibres of a tissue or mobile [F, fr macr- ^ 
■phage] - macrophagic /-'fajik/ adj 

.macro'scopic /-'skopik/ also macroscopical /-ki/ adj 1 large enough 
to be observed by the naked eye 2 considered in terms of large units or 
elements [ISV macr- ♦ -scopic (as in m/tmscop/c)] -- macroscopically 
adv 

'macro, structure /-.strukcha/ n the structure of a metal, body part, the 
soil, etc revealed by visual examination mhth little or no magnification - 
macrostructural /-strukch(a)r9l/ adj 

macuia /'makyoob/ n, pi maculae /-li/ also maculas 1 a blotch, spot, 
esp a macule 2 an anatomical structure (e g the macula lutea) having the 
form of a spot differentiated from surrounding tissues [L] - macular 
adj 

macula lutea /'loohti s/ n, pi maculae luteae /-ti,ee/ a small yellowish 
area lying slightly to the side of the centre of the retina that constitutes 
the region of best vision [NL, lit., yellow spot] 
maculation /.makyoo'laysh(9)n/ n the arrangement of spots and mark- 
ings on an animal or plant 

macule /'makyoohl/ n a patch of skin altered in colour but usu not raised 
that is a characteristic feature of vanous diseases (e g smallpox) [F, fr L 
macula] 
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mad /mad/ adj 1 mentally disordered, insane - not now used technically 
2 utterly foolish, senseless 3 earned away by intense anger 4 earned away 
by enthusiasm or desire 5 afTected with rabies 6 intensely excited or 
distraught, frantic 7 marked by intense and often chaotic activity (made 
a dash for covers [ME medd, madd. fr OE gemxd, pp of (assumed) 
gem^an to madden, fr gemad silly, mad. akin to OHG gimeit foolish, 
crazy, Skt methati he hurts] - like mad very hard, fast, loud, etc <s/)oufed 
like mad) 

madam /'madam/ n, pi madams, (1) mesdames /'may.dam/ 1 a lady - 
used without a name as a form of respectful or polite address to a woman 
2 a mistress - used as a title formerly with the Christian name but now 
with the surname or esp with a designation of rank or ofnee (Madam 
CTiairrna/i) (Madam President} 3 a female brothel keeper A Dr a 
conceited pert young lady or girl (a little ^ > [ME, fr OF rna dame. In . 
my lady] 

madame /'madam, {Fr madam)/ n. pi mesdames /'may.dam/ 

- used as a title equivalent to Mrs preceding the name o( a 
marned woman not of English-speaking nationality or used without a 
name as a generalized term of direct address [F, Ir OF ma dame] 

madcap /'mad.kap/ adj marked by impulsiveness or recklessness 
madcap n 

madden /'madn/ vt 1 to drive mad. craze 2 to exasperate, enrage 
madder /'mada/ n 1 a Eurasian plant with whurled leaves and small 
yellowish flowers 2 (a dye prepared from) the root of the madder [MF. 
fr OE nixdere, akin to OHG matara madder] 

made /mayd/ adj 1 assembled or prepared, esp by putting together 
various ingredients < ^ mustard) 2 assured of success (you've got it ^ > 

- mfml [ME, fr pp of maken to make] 

Madeira /ma'diara/ n any of several fortified wines from Madeira [Pg, 
fr Madeit-i Islands in F Atlantic] 
madeira cake n. often cap. Br a very rich sponge cake 
mademoiselle /.madmwa'zel (Fr madmwa/» 1)/ n, pi mademoiselles, 
mesdemoisclles /.maydmwa'/el (Fr midmwa/il/ 1 an unmarried 
French-speaking girl or woman - used as a title equivalent to Miss for an 
unmarned woman not of English-speaking nationality 2 a French gov- 
erness or female language teacher [F. fi OF ma damoisele. In , my 
(young) lady] 

.made-to-'measure adj. of a garment made according to an individual's 
measurements in order to achieve a gixxl fit - compare oir-rnL-PU. 
,made-'iip adj 1 wearing make-up 2 fancifully conceived or falsely 
devised, fictional 3 fully assembled 4 of a road covered in tarmac 
madhouse /mad, hows/ n 1 a lunatic asylum - not used technically 2 
a place of uproar or confusion 

'madly /-li/ ad\ to a degree suggestive of madness eg a with great 
energy, frantically b without restraint, pas.sioiiately 
'madman /-man/, fern 'mad, woman n a person who is or acts insane 
'madness /-nis/ n la insanity b extreme folly 2 any of several ailments 
of animals marked by frenzied behaviour, specif rabies [mad ^ -nfss] 
Madonna /ma'dona/ n viroin marv [It. fr Olt ma donna, lit , my 
lady] 

Ma'donna .lily n a white lily with trumpet-shaped flowers 
madras /ma'dras, -'drahs/ n a fine usu cotton plain-woven shirting and 
dress fabric, usu in bnghtly coloured checked or striped designs [Madras, 
city in India] 

madrepore /.madn'paw/ n any of vanoiis reef-building corals of tropical 
seas [F madrepore, fr It madrepora, fr madre mother (fr L mater) r poro 
pore (fr L porus) - more at 'moihlr] - madreporian /-'pawn-pii/ adj or 
n, madreporic /-'porik/ adj 

madrigal /'madrig( 3 )l/ n 1 a short medieval love poem 2 an unaccom- 
panied and often complex secular song for several voices [I: . adngale. 
fr ML matneale, fr ncut of (assumed) matncalis simple, fr Ll, of the 
womb, fr L matnc-, matrix womb] - madrigalian /.madri'gali-an/ adj 
maduro /ma'dyixwroh/ n, pi maduros a dark -coloured relatively strong 
cigar [Sp, fr maduro ripe, fr L maturus - more at mati rf] 
Maecenas /mie'secnas/ ri a generous patron, esp of literature or art [L. 
fr Gaius Maecenas t8 bc Roman statesman & patron of literature] 
maelstrom /may lUlrohm/ n 1 a powerful whirlpool 2 sthg resembling 
a maelstrom in turbulence and violence [obs D (now maalstroom), fr 
malen to grind f strom stream; akin to OHG maian to gnnd, stroum 
stream - more at strfam] 

maenad /meenad/ ii 1 a female participant m ntual orgies in honour 
of Dionysus 2 a distraught woman [L maenad-, maenas, fr Gk matnad-, 
mainas, fr mainesthai to be mad, akin to Gk menos spirit - more at mind] 
* maenadlc /.mee'nadik/ adj 

maestro /miestroh/ n, pi maestros, maestri /-tn/ a master in an art; esp 


an eminent composer, conductor, or teacher of music [It, lit., master, fr 
L magistcr - more at mastfr] 

Mae West /.may 'west/ n an inflatable life jacket [Mae West tl980 US 
actress noted for her full figure] 

Mafia /mafi-a/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a secret society of Sicilian political 
terronsts 2 an organized secret btxiy onginating in Sicily and prevalent 
esp in the USA that controls illicit activities (e g vice and narcotics) 3 
often not cap an excessively influential cotene of a usu specified kind <fAe 
literary > [It, fr It dial , boldness, bragging] 
mafioso /.mafi'oh/oh/ n. pi mafiosi /-si/ a member of the Mafia [It, fr 
Mafia] 

mag /mag/ n a magazine - infml 

magazine /.magj'zeen, '-- / n 1 a storeroom for arms, ammunition, or 
explosives (e g gunpowder) 2a a usu illustrated penodical, bound in paper 
covers, containing miscellaneous pieces by different authors b a television 
or radio programme containing a number of usu topical items, often 
without a common theme 3 a supply chamber e g a a holder from which 
cartridges can be fed into a gun chamber automatically b a lightproof 
chamber for films or plates in a camera or for film in a film projector 
[MF, fr OFrov, fr Ar makhazin, pi of makhzan storehouse] 
magdalen /'magdalan/ n. often cap 1 a reformed prostitute 2 a home 
for reformed prostitutes [Mary Magdalen or Magdalene, woman healed 
by Jesus of evil spints (Lk 8 2), identified with a reformed prostitute 
(Lk 7 J6-50)] 

Magdalenian /.magd^'Ieenyan, -m an/ adj ol the latest Palaeolithic 
culture in Europe characterized by implements of flint, bone, and ivory 
and by cave paintings [F magdalenicn, fr La Madeleine, rock shelter in 
SW France] 

magenta /md'jenta/ n 1 fuchsine 2a a deep purplish red b a pinkish 
red - used in photography with reference to one of the primary colours 
[Magenta, town in Italy] 

maggot /magat/ n a soft-bodied legless grub that is the larva of a 
2-wingcd fly (e g the housefly) [ME mathek. maddok, magottc, of Scand 
origin, akin to ON mathkr maggot, akin to OE matha maggot] - maggoty 
adj 

magi /mayjie/ pi of magi s 

^magic /'majik/ n 1 (ntes, incantations, etc used in) the art of invoking 
supernatural powers to control natural forces by means of charms, spells, 
etc 2a an extraordinary power or influence producing results which defy 
explanation b sthg that seems to cast a spell (the ^ of the voice) 3 the 
art of producing illusions by sleight of hand [ME magik, fr MF magjque, 
fr L magice, fr Gk magike, fern of magikos of the Magi, magical, fr magos 
mag IS, sorcerer, of Iranian ongin, akin to OPer mogush sorcerer] 
^magic idj 1 of, being, or used in magic 2 having seemingly supernatural 
qua)’*K*> 3 - used as a general term of approval, infml {this new record 
IS really '-) - magical adj, magically adv 
’magic vt -ck- to affect, influence, or take away (as iQ by magic 
.magic 'eye n pnoTOLLErrRic cf.i i 

magiciart /ma'jish(a)n/ n 1 one skilled in magic 2 a conjurer 
.magic ’lantern n an early device for the projection of still pictures from 
slides 

.magic 'square n a square array of numbers in which the sum of each 
vertical, honzontal, or diagonal row is the same 
'Maginot .Line /ma/hmoh, (Fr ma 3 ino)/ n a line of defensive fortifica- 
tions built in NE France before WW 11 [Andre Afag/nor tl932 F minister 
of war] 

magisterial /.maji'stiari al/ adj la of. being, or having the character- 
istics of a master or teacher b having masterly skill 2 of a magistrate [LL 
magistenalis of authority, fr magistenum office of a master, fr magistei] 
- magisterially adv 

magistral /majistral/ adj (charactenstic) of a master, magisterial la 
[LL magistralis, fr magistr-. magister] - magistrally adv 
magistrate /majistrayt, -str^t/ n a civil legislative or executive official 
e g a a principal official exercising governmental powers b a paid or 
unpaid local judicial officer who presides in a magistrates* court 
LAW [ME magistral, fr L magistratus magistracy, magistrate, fr magistr-, 
magister master, political supenor ~ more at master] - magistracy 
Astrasi/ n, magistrature /-strs.cha/ n, magistratical /.maji'stratikl/ adj 
magistrate's court n a court of summary junsdiction for minor 
cnminal cases and preliminary heanngs law 
Maglemosian /.magirmohsi-an, -sh(a)n/ adj or n (oO an early Meso- 
lithic culture charactenzed by lakeside settlements and fishing imple- 
ments [Maglemose, site in Denmark] 

magma /'magma/ n 1 a thin pasty suspension (e g of a precipitate in 
water) 2 molten rock matenaf within the earth from which an igneous 
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rock results by cooling oeography [L magmat-, magma dregs, fr 
Gk. thick unguent, fr massein to knead - more at mingle] - magmatic 
/mag'matik/ adj 

Magna Carta also Magna Giarta /.magna 'kahta/ n 1 a charter of 
liberties to which the English barons forced King John to assent in 1215 
2 a document constituting a fundamental guarantee of nghts and pnvi- 
leges [ML, ht., great charter] 

magnanimoua /mag'nanimas/ adj 1 showing or suggesting a lofty and 
courageous spirit 2 showing or suggesting nobility of feeling and gener- 
osity of mind; not subject to petty feelings [L magnanimus, fr magnus 
great + animus spint - more at much, animate] - magnanimously adv, 
magnanimity /.magna'nimati/ n 

magnate /'magnayt/ n a person of wealth or influence, often in a 
specified area of business or industry [ME magnates, pi, fr LL, fr L 
magnus] 

magnesia /mag'nec7h(y)3, -zya/ n 1 a white oxide of magnesium used 
esp in making cements, insulation, fertilizers, and rubber, and in medicine 
as an antacid and mild laxative 2 magnesium [NL. fr magnes cameus, 
a white earth, lit., flesh magnet] - magnesian adj 
magnesite /'magnasiet/ n magnesium carbonate occurnng as a mineral 
and used esp as a refractory 

magnesium /mag'neezyam/ n a silver-white bivalent metallic element 
that bums with an intense white light, is lighter than aluminium, and is 
used in making light alloys periodic tabi e [NL, fr magnesia] 
magnet /magnit/ n la lodestone 1 b a body (of iron, steel, etc) that 
has an (artificially imparted) magnetic field external to itself and attracts 
iron 2 sthg that attracts [ME magnete, fr MF, fr L magnet-, magnes, fr 
Gk magnes {hthos), lit , stone of Magnesia, ancient city in Asia 
Minor] 

magnet-, magneto- comb form magnetic force; magnetism, magnetic 
(magnetoe/eerne) (magneton) [L magnet-, magnes] 
magnetic /mag'netik/ adj la of magnetism or a magnet b (capable of 
being) magnetized c working by magnetic attraction 2 possessing an 
extraordinary power or ability to attract or charm > magnetically adv 
magnetic equator n aclinic line 

magnetic field n a region of space (near a body possessing magnetism 
or carrying an electnc current) in which magnetic forces can be 
detected 

maanetic 'flux n lines of force used to represent magnetic induction 
PHYSICS 

magnetic needle n a slender bar of magnetized iron, steel, etc that 
when freely suspended indicates the direction of a magnetic field in which 
It is placed and that is the essential part of a magnetic compass 
magnetic north n the northerly direction in the earth’s magnetic field 
as indicated by a honzontal magnetic needle 

magnetic pole n either of 2 small nonstationary regions in the N and 
S geographical polar areas of the earth or another celestial body towards 
which a magnetic needle points from any direction 
magnetic reaonance n the resonant vibration of electrons, atoms, 
molecules, or nuclei when in a magnetic field in response to radio waves 
at particular frequencies 

magnetic storm n a marked local disturbance of the earth’s magnetic 
field, prob related to sunspot activity 

magnetic tape n a nbbon of thin paper or plastic with a magnetizable 
coating for use in recording sound, video, etc signals computer, 

SYMBOL 

magnetism /’magni.tiz(9)m/ n 1 (physics dealing with) a class of 
physical forces and interactions that includes the attraction for iron 
shown by a permanent magnet or an electromagnet and is believed to be 
produced by moving electnc charges 2 an ability to attract or charm 
magnetite /’magni.tiet/ n iron oxide occurnng as a black mineral 
strongly attracted by a magnet - magnetitic /.magni'titik/ adj 
'magnet-iza, -lie /-tiez/ vt 1 to attract like a magnet 2 to cause to be 
a magnet - magnetizable adj, magnetizer n, magnetization 
/-'zaysh(9)n/ n 

magneto /mag'neetoh/ n, pi magnetos an alternator with permanent 
magnets (formerly) used to generate a high voltage for the ignition in an 
internal-combustion engine [short for magnetoelectric machine] 
magneto- - see magnet- 

magnetohydrodynamic /magjieetoh hiedrohdie'namik/ adj of or 
being phenomena arising from the motion of electncally conducting fluids 
in the presence of electric and magnetic fields - magnetohydrodynamics 
n pi but sing or pi in constr 

magnetometer /.magni'tomita/ n an instrument for measuring mag- 


netic intensity, esp of the earth’s magnetic field - magnetometry /-tn/ n, 
magnetometric /-toh'metrik/ adj 

magneton /'magniton. mag'nietun/ n u unit in which the magnetic 
moment of a particle (e g an atom) is measured [ISV magnet- + '-on] 
magnetopause /mag'neetoh, paw?/ n the outer boundary of a mag- 
netosphere [magne/osphere + L pawia stop - more at pause] 
mag'neto, sphere /-.sfio/ n a region surrounding a celestial body, specif 
the earth, in which charged particles are trapped by its magnetic field - 
magnetospheric /-'sfenk/ adj 

mag.neto'striction /-'stnksh(a)n/ n the change in the dimensions of 
a ferromagnetic body caused by magnetization or demagnetization [ISV 
magnet- -stnction (as in const net ion)] - magnetostrictive /-‘sinktiv/ 
adj, magnetostrictlvely adv 

magnetron /'magmtron/ n a thermionic duxle that is used with an 
externally applied magnetic field as a high-power microwave oscillator 
(e g for a radar transmitter) [blend of magnet and -tron] 

Magnificat /mag'mfikat/ n (a musical setting oO the canticle of the 
Virgin Mary in Luke I 46-55 [ME, fr L, (it) magnifies, fr magni/icare to 
magnify; fr the first word of the canticle] 
magnification /.magnifi'kayshfajn/ /i 1 a magnifying or being magni- 
fied 2 the apparent enlargement of an object by a microscope, telescope, 
etc 

magnificent /mag'nifis(3)nt/ adj 1 marked by stately grandeur and 
splendour 2a sumptuous in structure and adornment b strikingly beauti- 
ful or impressive 3 sublime (_her ~ pros€;> 4 exceptionall> fine or 
excellent <a - day} [L magnificent-, irreg fr magnitkus noble, splendid, 
fr magnus great - more at much] magnificence n, magnificently adv 
magnify /'magmfie/ vt 1 to (falsely) increase in significance 2 to enlarge 
in fact or in appearance Ca telescope magnifies distant objects^ - vr to 
have the power of causing objects to appear larger than they are [MF 
magnificn, fr MF magnifier, fr 1. magnificare, fr magnt ficus] mag- 
nifier n 

'magnifying .glass n a single optical lens for magnifying 
magniloquent /mag'nibkwant/ adj grandiloquent [back-formation fr 
magniloquence, fr L magniloqucntia, fr magniUxtuus magnilixiucnl, fr 
magnus v loqui to speak] - magniloquence n, magniloquently adv 
magnitude /'magnity(K>hd/ n la (great) si/e or extent b a quantity, 
number 2 the importance or quality of sthg 3 the apparent brightness of 
a celestial body, esp a star, measured on a lo|8rithmic scale in which a 
difference of 5 units corresponds to the multiplication or division of the 
bnghtness of light by 1(X) [ME, fr L magnitudo, fr magnus] 
magnolia /mag'nohli a, -lya/ n any of a genus of shrubs and trees with 
evergreen or deciduous leaves and usu large white, yellow, rose, or purple 
flowers [NI.. genus name, fr Pierre Magnol tl715 F botanist] 
magnum fmagnam/ n a wine bottle holding twice the usual amount 
(about 1 51) [L, ncut of magnus great] 

,magnum 'opus /'ohpas/ n the greatest achievement of an artist, writer, 
etc [L, great work] 

magpie /'magpie/ n 1 any of numerous birds of the crow family with 
a very long tail and black-and-white plumage 2 one who chatters noisily 
3 one who collects objects in a random fashion [Mag (nickname for 
Margaret) v pie] 

maguey /'magway/ n (a hard fibre obtained from) any of vanous 
fleshy-leaved agave plants [Sp, fr Tamo] 

magus /'maygss/ n, pi magi /-jie/ la a member of a Zoroastrian 
hereditary pnestly class in ancient Persia b often cap any of the tradition- 
ally 3 wise men from the East who paid homage to the infant Jesus 2 a 
magician, sorcerer [ME, fr L, fr Gk magos - more at magic] 
Magyar /'magyah/ n (the language oO a member of the Finno-Ugric 
people of Hungary [Hung] - Magyar adj 

maharajah, maharida /,mah hah'rahja/ n ajUindu prince ranking above 
a rajah [Skt maharaja, fr mahat great + rajan raja; akin to Gk megas great 
- more at much] 

maharani, maharanee /.mah hah'rahnee/ n I the wife of a maharaja 2 
a Hindu princess ranking above a ram [Hindi maharani, fr maha great 
(fr Skt mahat) ^ ram ram] 

mahaHshi /^nah-hah'rishi/ n a Hindu teacher of mystical knowledge 
[Skt maharfi, fr mahat -v r^i sage and poet] 

mahatiha /mah'hatma/ n a person revered for outstanding moral and 
spintual 4tutlities - used as a title of honour, esp by Hindus [Skt 
mahatman, fr mahatman great-souled, fr mahat v atman soul - more at 
atman] 

Mahayana /.mah-ha'yahna/ n a liberal and theistic branch of Buddhism 
prevalent in Tibet, China, and Japan that teaches social concern and 
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univerwl salvation - compare thfravada [Skt mahayana, lit , great 
vehicle] - Mahayanist n, Mahayanistic /.mah hayah'nistik/ adj 
Mahdi /'mahdi/ n (a leader claiming to be) the expected messiah of 
Muslim tradition [Ar mahdiy, lit , one rightly guided] - Mahdism n, 
Mahdist n 

mah-jong, mah*Jongg/,mah 'jong/ n a game of Chinese origin usu played 
by 4 people with 144 tiles that are drawn and discarded until one player 
secures a winning hand [Chin ma-ch‘iao, lit , sparrows] 
mahlstick /'mawkstik/ n a maulstick 

mahogany /m3'hog(a)ni/ n I (any of vanous tropical, csp W Indian, 
trees that yield) a durable usu reddish-brown moderately hard and heavy 
wood, widely used for fine cabinetwork 2 the reddish-brown colour of 
mahogany [ongin unknown] 

mahout /ma'howt/ ti a keeper and dnver of an elephant [Hindi maha- 
wat, mahaut] 

Mahratta /ma'rahta/ n a Maratha 

maid /mayd/ n 1 an unmarried girl or woman, also a female virgin 2 
a female servant [ME maide, short for maiden] 
maidan /mic'dahn/ n a parade ground or esplanade in Asia [Hindi 
maidan, fr Ar] 

'maiden /’mayd(3)n/ n I an unmarried girl or woman 2 a former 
Scottish beheading device like a guillotine 3 a horse that has never won 
a race 4 maiden, maiden over an over in cncket in which no runs are 
credited to the batsman [ME, fr OE mxgden, madden, dim of mxgeth, 
akin to OHG magad maiden, OIr mug serf, macc son] - maidenly adj, 
maidenliness n, maidenhood /-hood/ n 
‘maidenad; la(l)not marned (2) virgin 2 , 3 h of a female animal neset 
having btirne young or been mated c that has not been altered from its 
onginal stale 2 being the first or earliest of its kind <//jc ship's ^ 
voyage') 

'maiden, hair /-,hea/ n any of a genus of ferns with fronds that have 
delicate spreading branches 

maidenhair .tree n a ginkgo 

'maiden,head /-,hcd/ n 1 virginity 2 the hymen [ME maidcnhed, Ir 
maiden ^ -hed -ho<xl, akin to ME -hod -hood] 

'maiden ,name n the suiname of a woman prior to marnage 
,maid of 'honour n, pi maids of honour 1 a bnde's principal unmarried 
wedding attendant 2 a puff pastry tartlet filled with custard 
'maid,servant /•,suhv(3)nt/ n a female servant 
maieutic /may'yrxihtik/ adj of or resembling the Swratic method of 
eliciting ideas latent in the mind of another [Gk maieutikos of midwi- 
fery] 

maigre /'mayga/ adj 1 of days in the calendar of the Roman Catholic 
church prescribed for fasting or for not eating meat 2 suitable loi eating 
on maigre days, sptx'if not containing meat (juices) [F, lit , meagre, 
fr MF] 

'mail /mayl/ n la a bag of posted items conveyed from one post office to 
another h the postal matter that makes up 1 particular consignment c 
a conveyance that transports mail 2 a postal system (ME/na/e pack, bag, 
fr OF, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG malaha bag] 

‘mail vt *posT 1 - mailable adj 

‘mail n 1 armour made of interlocking metal rings, chains, or sometimes 
plates 2 a hard enclosing covering of an animal [ME maille, fr MF, fr 
L macula spot, mesh] - mailed adj 
•mail vt to clothe (as lO with mail 
'mail.bag /-.bag/ n a bag used to carry mail 
'mail,box /-.boks/ n, NAm a letter box 

'mailing .list /'mayhng/ n an organization’s list of the names and 
addresses to which it regularly sends information 
'mailman /-.man/ n, NAm a postman 

'mail .order n an order for go^s that is received and fulfilled by post 
- mail-order adj 

maim /maym/ vt to mutilate, disfigure, or wound senously, cripple [ME 
maynhen, maymen, fr OF maynier] - maimer n 
'main /mayn/ n 1 physical strength - in with might and mam 2 the chief 
or essential part - chiefly in m the main 3 the chief pipe, duct, or cable 
of a public service (e g gas, electncity, or water) - often pi with sing 
meaning (^turned the electncity off at the ^ s> 4a a mainland b the high 
sea USE (4) chiefly poetic or archaic ((1) ME, fr OE mxgen, akin to 
OHG magan strength, OE magan to be able; (2, 3, 4) ^main or by 
shortening - more at may] 

‘main adj I chief, principal 2 fully exerted (used ^ force) 3 connected 
with or located near the mainmast or mainsail ship A of a clause 
able to stand alone (e g he laughed in he laughed when he heard) [ME, 
fr OE maegen-, fr m«gen strength] 


‘main n a number from 4 to 9 inclusive called by a player before throwing 
the dice in the game of hazard [prob fr ^main] 
main chance n the chance that promises most advantage or profit - 
esp m have an eye for the mam chance 

.main 'deck n 1 the highest deck that extends the full width and length 
of a naval vessel 2 the ^per deck of a merchant vessel between the poop 
and forecastle USE ship 

'main.frame /-.fraym/ n a large computer (installation) that is bigger 
than a minicomputer 

'mainland /-land/ n the largest land area of a continent, country, etc, 
considered in relation to smaller offshore islands - maii^ander n 
'main.line /-.hen/ vb to inject (a narcotic or other drug of abuse) into a 
vein - slang - mainliner n 
.main 'line n a principal railway line 
'mainly /-li/ adv in most cases or for the most part, chiefly 
'main, mast /-.mahst, naut -mast/ n (the lowest section oO & sailing 
vessel’s principal mast — T ship 

mains /maynz/ adj of or (suitable to be) powered by electncity from the 
mains <a razor) 

'main.sail /-.sayl, naut -^)1/ n 1 the lowest square sail on the mainmast 
of a square-rigged ship -3^ ship 2 the pnncipal fore-and-aft sail on the 
mainmast of a fore-and-aft rigged ship 
'main-.sequence adj of or being a dwarf star, similar to the sun. which 
IS the quiet middle phase of a star's development 
'main, spring /-.spring/ n 1 the chief spnng, esp of a watch or clock 2 
the chief motive, agent, or cause 

'main.stay /-.stay/ n 1 a rope that stretches forwards from a sailing 
ship's maintop, usu to the foot of the foremast, and provides the chief 
support of the mainmast 2 a chief support 
'main.stream /-.streern/ n a prevailing current or direction of activity 
or influence - mainstream adj 

'Main .Street n (a place where people hold) materialistic self-satisfied 
ideals [Mam Street, novel by Sinclair Lewis tl951 US novelist) - Main 
Streeter n 

maintain /mayn'tayn/ vt 1 to keep in an existing stale (e g of operation, 
repair, efficiency, or validity) 2 to sustain against opposition or danger 
3 to continue or perseveic in 4 to support, sustain, or provide for <has 
a family to ^) 5 to affirm (as lO m argument [ME mamteinen, fr OF 
maintenir, fr ML manutenere, fr L manu tenere to hold in the hand] - 
maintainable adj, maintainer n 

maintained school n a school provided, controlled, or aided by a 
British local education authonty 

maintenance /’mayntmans/ n 1 maintaining or being maintained 2 
(paym'*T, .’ for) the upkeep of property or equipment 3 chidly Br payments 
for the support of one spouse by another, esp of a woman by a man. 
pending or following legal separation or divorce [ME, fr MF, fr OF, fr 
maintemr] 

maintop /'mayn.tc^ n a platform at the top of the mainmast of a 
square-ngged ship ship 

maisonette /,mays(3)n'et/ n I a small house 2 a part of a house, usu 
on 2 floors, let or sold separately [F maisonnette, fr OF, dim of maison 
house, fr L mansion-, mansio dwelling place - more at mansion] 
'maitre d'hdtel /.metra doh'lel/ n. pi maitres d'bdtel Z-^/ 1 a major- 
domo 1 a headwaiter (F, lit , master of house] 

‘mattre d'h6tel adj containing or cooked with butter, parsley, and lemon 
juice butter) 

maize /mayz/ n (the ears or edible seeds oO a tall widely cultivated cereal 
grass bearing seeds on elongated ears [Sp maiz, fr Tamo mahiz] 
majeety /'majasti/ n 1 sovereign power 2 - used in addressing or 
referring to a king or queen ^Your Majesty) 3a impressive beanng or 
aspect b greatness or splendour of quality or character [ME mueste, fr 
OF majeste, fr L majestat-, majestas: akin to L major greater] - m^jeatic 
/ma'jestik/ adj, mid^stically adv 

majolica /ma'jolika, -'yol-/ n a type of early Italian tin-glazed earthen- 
ware [It maiohca, fr ML Majolica Majorca, largest of the Baleanc 
Islands, fr LL Majonca] 

'major /*mayja/ adj la greater in importance, size, rank, t»r degree <one 
of our ~ poets) b of considerable importance <a improvement) 2 
having attained the age of majonty 3 notable or conspicuous in effect or 
scope 4 involving serious risk to life; senous <a operation) Sa esp of 
a scale or mode having semitones between the third and fourth and the 
seventh and eighth degrees b being or based on a (specified) major scale 
<#n a key) (a piece in D ^) e being an interval (equivalent to that) 
iKtwecn the first and the second, third, sixth, or seventh degree of a major 
scale dofa chord having an interval of a major third between the root 
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and the next note above it [ME maiour, fr 1. major, compar of magnus 
great, large - more at much] 

‘major n 1 one who has attained the age of majority 2 a major musical 
interval, scale, key, or mode 3 rank 
major axia n the chord of an ellipse passing through its focuses 
MATHEMATICS 

majordomo /.mayja'dohmoh/ n, pi m^jordomos 1 a man having charge 
of a large household (e g a palace) 2 a butler or steward [Sp mayordomo 
or obs It maiordomo, fr ML major domus, lit , chief of the house] 
majorette /.mayja'ret/ n a girl or woman who twirls a baton and 
accompanies a marching band ^ [short for drum majorette, fern of drum 
major leader of a marching band] 

.major 'general n 13" rank [F major general, fr major, n + general, 
adj, general] 

majority /ma'jorati/ n 1 the (status of one who has attained the) age at 
which full legal rights and responsibilities are acquired 2a a number 
greater than half of a total b the amount by which such a greater number 
exceeds the remaining smaller number 3 the greatest in number of 2 or 
more groups constituting a whole; specif (ihe excess of votes over its nval 
obtained by) a group having sufficient votes to obtain control 4 the 
military olTice. rank, or commission of a major ['major f -irv] 
major league n a league of highest classification in US sport, esp 
baseball 

major order n 1 the pnesthood in the Roman Catholic church 2 the 
offices of bishop, priest, or deacon in the Orthodox or Anglican church 
USE usu pi 

'major .suit n either of the suits of hearts or spades that arc of superior 
sconng value in bndge - compare minor suit 

majuscule /majiskyoohl/ n (a letter in) a style of handwnting employ* 
mg only capital or unaal letters - compare minuscule [F, fr L majus- 
cuJus rather large, dim. of major] - majuscule adj, mgjuscular 
/ma'juskyoob/ adj 

maker /'mahka, 'may-/ n, Scot a poet [ME maker maker, poet] 
'make /mayk/ vb made /mayd/ vt la to create or produce (for someone) 
by wwk or action < ^ a dress) <made m Koreaj (she made herself a cup 
of .'offeej b to cause; bring about <-^3 disturbanccj peacej 2 to 
formulate in the mind < ^ plans} < ^ no doubt about it} 3 to put toget her 
from ingredients or components (butter is made from milk} - often ♦ up 
4 to compute or estimate to be (what time do you ^ if’} 5a to assemble 
and set alight the materials for (a fire) b to renew or straighten the 
bedclothes on (a bed) c to shuffle (a pack of cards) in preparation for 
dealing da to cause to be or become <made Ipm bishop} (couldn't ^ 
himself heard} b to cause (sthg) to appear or ^m to; represent as (in 
the film they ^ the battle take place in winter} c(l) to change, transform 
the matenal into a skirt} (2) to produce as an end product (the navy 
will ^ a man of you} d to carry on nght through (a penod) (take 
sandwiches and ~ a day of it} 7a to enact, establish laws} b to draft 
or produce a version of <- a will} 8 to cause (an electric circuit) to be 
completed 9t to perform, carry oui a speech} <- a discovery} 
a sweeping gesture} ('^ a detour} b to eat a good breakfast} c to 
put forward for acceptance an offer} a promise} 10 to cause to 
act m a specified way; compel <ra/n '^sthe flowers grow} (she was made 
to give in} 11a to amount to; count as (4 and 4 ^<^s a great 

difference} b to be integral or essential to the existence or success of (it 
made my day} c to combine to form (hydrogen and oxygen ^ water} 
12 to be capable of becoming or of serving as (you'll ^ a lexicographer 
yet} 13 to reach, atuin (never ^ the airfield} (the story made the 
papers} - often + it (you’ll never ^ it that far} 14 to gam (e g money) 
by working, trading, dealing, etc 15a to act so as to acquire enemies) 
b (0 score (points, runs, etc) in a game or sport Ida to fulfil (a contract) 
in bridge or another card game b to win a tnck with (a card) 17 to 
persuade to consent to sexual intercourse - infml ^ vi la to behave so^ 
as to seem <made as though he were angry} b to behave as if beginning 
a specified action <made as if to hand it over} c to act so as to be 
ready to leave} 2 to set out or go (in a specified direction) <madc towards 
the door} (we're making for the coast} 3 to undergo manufacture or 
processing -usu + up (the silk '^sup beautifully} [ME maken, fr OE 
maciait, akin to OHG mahhon to prepare, make, OSlav mazati to anoint] 

- audeer n - as near as aiakcs no difference almost exactly - make a book 
to take bets on - make a meal of to make more of than is necessary 
or tactful - make an exhibition of oneself to behave foolishly in public 

- make away with 1 make off with (the thief made away with her 
handbag} 2 to destroy - make believe to pretend, feign - make bold to 
venture, dare <inade 50 bold as foasi/br more) - make certain/sare 1 
to ascertain by enquiry 2 to take measures to ensure <make certain of 


a seat} - make do to get along or manage with the means at hand - make 
ends meet to live within one's income - make eyes to ogle - ^ at- make 
fast to tie or attach flrmly - make for to be conducive to (courtesy makes 
for safer dnving} - make free with to take excessive or disrespectful 
liberties with ~ make friends 1 to acquire friends 2 to become friendly 
<make friends with a neighbour} - make fun of to make an object of 
amusement or ndicule - make good 1 make up v/ 4 2 to be successful 
in life 3 chiefly Br to repair (make good the brickwork under the 
window} - make head or tail of to understand in the least (I can't make 
head or tail of it} - make it 1 to be successful (actors trying to make 
It in the big time} - infml 2 to achieve sexual intercourse - slang - make 
like to act the part of; imitate - slang - make love 1 to woo, court, also 
to pet, neck 2 to engage in sexual intercourse - make no bones to have 
no hesitation or shame (makes no bones about giving her opinion} 
make of I to attnbute a specified degree of significance to (tends to make 
/<xi much of his problems} 2 to understand by, conclude as to the 
meaning of (could make nothing of the play} - make oneself scarce to 
hide or avoid sby or sthg unobtrusively - make public to disclose - make 
the grade make n 1 - make tracks to leave (its getting late, we'll have 
to make tracks) infml - make water to urinate euph - make way to 
give room (the crowd made way foi the ambulance} - make with chiefly 
NAm to produce, perform - usu i the, slang 
‘make n la the manner or style in which sthg is constructed b a place 
or origin of manufacture, urand 3a 2 the physical, mental, or moral 
constitution of a person 3 the type or process of making or manufactunng 
- on the make 1 nsing or attempting to rise to a higher social or financial 
status 2 NAm in search of a sexual partner or sexual adventure 
'make-be,lieve n or adj (sthg) imaginary or pretended 
make off VI to leave in haste - make off with to take away, steal 
make out vt I to draw up m writing 2 to complete (c g a pnnted form 
or d(x;ument) by wnling information in appropriate spaces 3 to find or 
grasp the meaning of (tneil to make out what had happened} 4 to claim 
or pretend to be true (made out that he had never heard of me} 5 to 
identify (e g by sight or hearing) with difficulty or elTort ~ w I to fare, 
manage (how is he making out in hts newjob'^} 2 chiefly NAm to engage 
in sexual intercourse * slang 

make over vt 1 to transfer the title of (property) (made over the estate 
to his eldest son} 2 chiefly NAm to remake, remtxlel (made the whole 
house over) 

Maker /'mayka/ n god 1 ['make i ’-er] 

'make, ready /-.redi/ n final preparation for printing 
'make, shift /-.shift/ adj or n (being) a crude and temporary expedi- 
ent 

'make-,up n la the way in which the parts of sthg are put together b 
physical, mental, and moral constitution 2a cosmetics (e g lipstick and 
mascara) applied, esp to the face, to give colour or emphasis b the effect 
achieved by the application of make-up c matenals (eg wigs and 
cosmetics) used for special costuming (e g for a play) 
make up vr la to invent (e g a story), esp in order to deceive b to set 
(an account) m order 2a to arrange typeset matter into (columns or pages) 
for pnnting b to produce (e g clothes) by cutting and sewing c prepare 
3a (make up a prescnption} 3 to wrap or fasten up (make the books up 
into a parcef) 4 to compensate for (a deficiency); esp to make (e g a 
required amount or number) complete 5 to settle, decide (made up his 
mind to leave} (made up their differences} 6a to prepare in physical 
appearance for a role b to apply cosmetics to ^ v/ 1 to become reconciled 
2 to compensate for (we made up for lost time} 3 to put on costumes or 
make-up (e g for a play) 4 to assemble a finished article; esp to complete 
a garment by sewing together 

'make, weight /-.wayt/ n 1 sthg added to bnng a weight to a desired 
value 2 sthg of little intrinsic value thrown in to fill a gap 
making /'mayking/ n 1 a process or means of advancement or success 
2a the essential qualities for becoming - often pi with sing meaning (had 
the — s offl great artist} b pi, chiefly NAm A Austr paper and tobacco 
used for rolling one's own cigarettes ['maXl i ^-ing] - in tbe making in 
the process of becoming, forming, or developing 
mako /'mahkoh/, mako shark n, pi makoteither of 2 species of shark that 
are notable sport fish [Maon] 
makwta /mah'koohta/ pi of likuta 

mal- domb form la bad (malpractice}-, faulty (malfunction} b badly 
(malodorous); deficiently (mabiouns/ied) 2a abnormal (malformation} 
b abnormally (malformed} 3 not (malcontent} (maladroit} [ME, fr 
MF, fr OF, fr mal bad (fr L malus) &, mal badly, fr L male, fr malus - 
more at small] 

malabsorption /mal3b'zawpsh(3)n; also -ab'saw-/ n the deficient 
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absorption of food substances, vitamins, etc (eg vitamin B,.) Irom the 
stomach and intestines 

malac-, malaco* comb form soft (malactwc/) [L, fr Gk malak-, mahko-, 
fr malakos, akin to L mokre to grind] 

ma'Iacca ,cane /ma'lak?/ n an often mottled sane from an Asiatic 
rattan palm used esp for walking sticks [Mahccd, city & state in 
Malaya] 

Malachi /'mab.kie/ n a prophetic bixik of the Old lesiamcnt [Heb 
Mal‘akhi] 

malachite /'mab.kiet/ n hydrated copper carbonate occurring as a green 
mineral and used esp for ornaments [MF mclochites, fr L nio/oc/nfes, fr 
Gk molochites, fr mnlochc mallow] 

malacology /,mab'kobji/ n a branch of zoology dealing with molluscs 
(F malacologie, contr of malacoroohgic, fr NF Mabcozoa, zoological 
group including soft-boilicd animals (fr mayac- i -zoa) * F Ai^/c -logy| 

- malacolofffst n, malacological Ako'lojikl/ adj 
malacostracan /.mab'kostrakan/ n any of a major subclass of crus 
taceans including the crabs, wotxllice, lobsters, shiirnps, etc (denv of Gk 
ma/akostrakas soft-shelled, fr malak- * oslntkon shell - more at ovsi r h] 

' malacostracan adj 

maladjusted /.mab'justid/ adj pixirly or inadequately adjusted, specif 
to one's social environment and conditions of life maladjustment n 
maladministration /.maladmim'slrayshtajn/ n incompetent or cor- 
rupt administration, esp m public ofTice - maludministcr 
/-‘minista/ vi 

maladroit /mab'droyt/ adj clumsy, inept fl‘. fr Ml-, fr mal- * 
adroil] 

malady /'maladi/ n an animal disease oi disorder [MF maladic, ft Oh. 
fr malade sick, fr L male habitus in bad condition] 

Malaga /'maG^. ' ^ a usu sweet fortified wine from the Malaga region 
of Spam 

Malagasy /.mab'gasi/ n, pi Malagasy also Malagasies (t^hc language of) 
a native or inhabitant of the Malagasy Republu . f iAN<.fis(ir 
[Malagasy Republic (Madagascar), island in Indian Ocean] - Malagasy 
adj 

malaise /ma'lez, -'lay// n 1 an indeterminate feeling of debility or btk 
of health, often accompanying the start of an illness 2 a vague sense of 
mental or moial unease |F malaise, fr OF, fi rnal- • aise comfort - more 
at I asf] 

malapropism /'mabpro,piz(3)m/ n (an instance oO an incongruous 
misapplication of a word (eg m ‘always said ‘[xilobears’. . .and ‘neon- 
stockings' ’ -- Time) [Mrs Malaprop, character often misusing words in 
The Rivah, comedy by R B Sheridan tlX16 Ir dramatist] 
malaria /ma'lean a/ n a disease caused by protozoan parasites »n ’be red 
bhxxl cells, transmitted by the bite of mosquitoes, and characterized by 
pcncxlic attacks of chills and fevei [It, fr m.da ana bad air] - malarious 
adj, malarial adj, malarian adj 

malarkey /ma'Iahki/ n foolishnc*ss. esp insincere or Fxilish talk infml 
[ongin unknown] 

malate /'mulayl, 'may / n a salt or ester of malic acic! 
malathion /.mab'thie.on. -an/ n an insc\ticide less poisonous to mam 
mats than parathion [fr Malathion, a trademark] 

Malay /ma’lay/ n (the language op a member of a people of the Malay 
peninsula and adjacent islands -_/’ lan<jl'ac,i [obs D Malayo (now' 
Maleter), fr Malay Melayu] - Malay adj, Malayan n or adj 
Malayalam /ma'layalam, .mali'ahlam/ n a Dravidian language of SW 
India lANCii'Afu 

Malayo* /malayoh-/ comb form Malayan and cMalayo-/nJones/a/i> 
'malcontent /.malkan'tent/ n a discontented person, esp shy violently 
opposed to a government or regime 

’malcontent malconlentcd adj dissatisfied with the existing ..ate of 
affairs [MF, fr OF, fr mal- i conren/] 
mal de mer /.mal da 'mca/ n seasickness [F] 

'male /mayl/ adj li(l) of or being the sex that produces relatively small 
sperms, spermatozoids, or spermatozoa by which the eggs of a female are 
made fertile (2) of a plant or flower having stamens but no ovanes b(l) 
(charactenstic) of the male sex (2) made up of male individuals 2 
designed for filling into a corresponding hollow part [ME, fr MF masle, 
male, adj & n, fr L masculus, dun. of mar-^ mas male] malencss n 
’male n a male person, animal, or plant svMBOt 
.male 'chauvinist n a man who believes in the inherent supenonty of 
men over women and is excessively loyal to his own sex - male 
chaufinism n 

.male .chauvinist 'pig n male chauvinist - derog 
malediction /,mab'diksh(3)n/ n a curse - fml [ME malediccioun, fr LL 


malediction-, maledictio, fr malcdictus, pp of maledicere to curse, fr I., 
to speak evil of. fr male badly • dicere to speak, say - more at mai 
ok'Iion] - maledictory /-’dikt(.->)ri/ adj 
malefaction /,mali'faksh(.>)n/ n an evil deed - fml 
malefactor /'mali.fakia/ n 1 a criminal, esp a felon 2 one who docs evil 

- fml [ME, fr L. fr malefactus, pp of malefacerc to do evil, fr male + 
facere to do more at 'ix)| 

male fern n a fern from which an extract is obtained that is used to treat 
tapeworm infestation 

malefic /m.Vlcfik/ adj 1 having malignant influence 2 harmful, 
malicious USE fml [L maleficus wicked, mischievous, fr male] -- malefl* 
cence /-fis(a)ns/ n, maleficent /-fis(.s)nt/ adj 

malevolent /ma'levabnt/ adj having, showing, or arising from an often 
intense desire to do h.\rm [L malevolent-, malevoicns, fr male badly 
volcnt-, volens, prp of velle to wish -- more at mai -, 'wii i ] ~ malevolence 
n. malevolently adv 

malfeasance /mal'fee/(a)ns/ n (oflicial) misconduct [mal- ^ obs 
Icasance (doing, execution)] 

malformation /,mallaw'maysh(3)n/ n anomalous, abnormal, or faulty 
formation oi structure - malformed adj 
,marf unction /-'fungksli(3)n/ m to fail to operate in the normal manner 

- malfunction n 

.malic 'acid /‘mahk/ n an acid found in the juices of certain fruits (e g 
apples) and oihcr plants [F acidc malique, fr L malum apple, fr Gk 
melon, malon] 

malice /‘malis/ n conscious desire to harm, esp a premeditated desire to 
commit a crime [ME. fr OF, fr F malitia. fr mains bad - more at smai i ] 
malicious /ma'lishas/ adj, maliciously ady, maliciousness n 
.malice a'forethought n that which is said to accompany the doing 
of any act known in advance to be capable of causing senous harm, specif 
that which must be provexJ in order to make a killing an act of mur- 
der 

'malign /ma’lien/ adj la harmful in nature, influence, or cfTect b of a 
disease malignant, virulent 2 hearing or showing (vicious) ill will or 
hostility [MF mahgne, fr MF, fr L malignus, fr male badly + gignere to 
beget more at mai-, kin] 

’malign \t to utter injuriously (false) reports about, speak ill of [ME 
mahgnen, fr MF maligner to act maliciously, fr LL malignan, fr L 
malignus] 

malignant /nu'lign^nt/ adj la harmful in nature, influence, or efiect b 
passionately and rclenilesslv ma'cvolenl 2 of a disease very severe or 
deadly <, malana}, specif, of a tumour tending to infiltrate, spread, and 
cause death [LL malignant-, malignans, prp of malignan'] - malignantly 
ad\, malignancy /-nansi/ n 

maiinui r /ma'ling g.V vi to pretend illness or incapacity so as to avoid 
duty or vork [F mahngre sickly] - malingerer n 
mall /mawl, mal/ n 1 a public promenade, often bordered by trees 2 
NA m a shopping precinct, usu with associated parking space [The Mall, 
promenade in London, ong an alley used for playing pall-maJI (an old 
game played with halls & mallets)] 

mallard /'malahd, -bd/ n. pi mallards, esp collectively mallard a com- 
mon large wild duck that is the ancestor of the domestic ducks [ME. fr 
MF mallart] 

malleable /'mali^bl/ adj 1 esp of metals capable of being beaten or 
rolled into a desired shape 2 e.isily shaped by outside forces or influences 
[ME malhable, fr MF or ML, MF malleable, fr ML maUeabilis, fr 
n’lihare to hammer, fr I malleus hammer, akin to L molere to grind - 
more at mlal] malleabicness n, malleability /,mali-;)'bibti/ n 
mallee /'mah.' n (a dense thicket or growth oO any of several 
low-growing sinubby Australian eucalyptuses [native name in Aus- 
tralia] 

mallet /'muiit/ n 1 a hammer with a usu large head of wood, plastic, etc 
2 an implement with a large usu cylindneal wixxJen head for sinking the 
ball 111 croquet, polo, etc 3 a light hammer with a small rounded or 
spherical usu padded head used in playing certain musical instruments 
(e g a vibraphone) [ME maillet, fr MF, fr OF, dim of mail hammer, fr 
L malleus] 

malleus /’mali-.->s/ n, pi mallei /-li,ie/ the outermost of the chain of 
small bones that transmit sound to the inner ear of mammals; the hammer 
NiRVT [NL. fr L, hammer] 

mallow /'maloh/ n any of vanous related plants with usu deeply cut 
lobed leaves and showy flowers [ME malwe, fr OE mcaJwe, fr L 
maJva] 

malm /mahm/ n a soft crumbly limestone (soil) [ME malme, fr OE 
meulm-, akin to OE melu meal - more at 'meai.) 
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malmsey /mahmzi/ n. often csp the sweetest vanety of Madeira [ME 
maJmesey, fr ML Malmasia Monemvasia, village in Greece where it was 
ong produced] 

malnutrition /,niainyooh'tnsh(a)n/ n faulty or inadequate nutntion 
.mal'odoroua /-'ohd(a)ras/ adj smelling bad - fml 
Malpighian tubule /mal'pigi an/ n any of a group of long vessels that 
open into the alimentary canal in insects and other arthropods and 
function esp as excretory organs [Marcello Malpighi tI694 It anatom- 
ist] 

malpractice /mal'praktis/ n 1 failure to exercise due professional skill 
or care 2 an instance of improper conduct; malfeasance - malpractitioner 
/,maiprak'tish(3)n3/ n 

'malt /mawit/ n 1 grain softened in water, allowed to germinate, then 
roasted and used esp in brewing and distilling 2 unblended malt whisky 
produced in a particular area <rAe rinest Highland ^s> [ME, fr OE 
mesa//; akin to OHG malz malt. OE meltan to melt] - malty adj 
*maltv/ 1 to convert into malt 2 to make or treat with malt or malt extract 
^ VI to become malt 

Maltaaa /mawl'teez/ n, p! Maltese (the language oO a native or inhabi- 
tant of Malta I ANGiiAGt [Malta, island in the Mediterranean] - 
Maltese adj 

.Maltese 'cross n a cross consisting of 4 equal arms that widen out from 
the centre and have their outer ends indented by a V symbol 
Malthusian /marthyoohzh(a)n, -zi-an/ adj of Malthus or his theory 
that population tends to increase faster than its means of subsistence and 
that widespread poverty inevitably results unless population growth is 
checked [Thomas Malthus tl834 E economist] - Malthusian n 
mattings /'mawltingz/ n, pi maltings an establishment where malt is 
prepared and stored 

maltose /'mawltohz, -tohs/ n a sugar formed esp from starch by amylase 
[F. fr E 'malt] 

maltreat /.mal'treet/ vt to treat cruelly or roughly [F maltraiter, fr MF, 
fr mal- f trader to treat, fr OF traitier - more at treat] - maltreat* 
ment n 

.malt 'whisky n whisky distilled from malted barley 
malversation /.malvuh'saysh(3)n/ n corruption in office - fml [MF, fr 
malverser to be corrupt, fr mal + verser to turn, handle, fr L versare, fr 
versus, pp of vertere to turn - more at 'worth] 
mam /mam/ n, dial Br 'mother la [short for mama] 

'mama, mamma /ma'mah/ n 'moiher la - formerly used in address 
[baby talk] 

’mama, maimna /'mumo,/ NAm /mahma/ n mummy - used informally 
and by children 

mamba /'mamba/ n any of several (tropical) African venomous snakes 
related to the cobras but with no hood [Zulu im-amba] 
mambo /'mamboh/ n, pi mambos (the music for) a ballroom dance of 
Haitian origin that resembles the rumba [AmerSp] - mambo vi 
Mameluke /'mami.look/ n a member of a politically powerful Egyptian 
military class occupying the sultanate from 1250 to 1517 [F mamcluk, 
fr Ar mamluk, lit . slave] 

mamillary, NAm mammillary /'mamil(a)ri/ adj of or resembling the 
breasts [L mamilla, mammilla breast, nipple] - mamillate Alayt/ adj, 
mamillated adj 

mamma /'mama/ n, pi mammae /-n\i/ a mammary gland with its 
accessory parts [L, mother, breast, of baby-talk origin] - mammate 
Amayt/ adj 

mammal Amamal/ n any of a class of higher vertebrates compnsing 
humans and all other animals that have mammary glands and nourish 
their young with milk evolution [denv of LL mammalis of the 
breast, fr L mamma breast] - mammalian /ma'mayli-an/ adj or n, 
mammalology /.mama'Iobji/ n 

mammary /’mamari/ adj of, lying near, or affecting the mammary 
glands 

'mammary .gland n the breasts or other large compound modified skin 
glands in female mammals that secrete milk and are situated on the front 
of the body in pairs 

Mammon Amaman/ n matenal wealth or possessions, esp considered as 
an evil [LL mammona, Gk mamona, fr Aram mamona riches] 
'mammoth Amamath/ n any of numerous large hairy long-tailed extinct 
Pleistocene elephants [Russ mamont, mamot] 

’mammoth adj of very great size 

mammy Amami/ n 1 mamma, mummy - used esp by children 2 NAm 
a Negro nanny of white children, esp formerly in the southern USA 
[alter, of mamma] 

'man /man/ n, pt bm /men/ la(l) a human being; cap an adult male as 


distinguished from a woman or child (2) a man belonging to a usu 
specified category - usu in combination (businessman) (horseman) (3) 
a husband - esp in man and wife (4) a male sexual partner b the human 
race c a member of a family of biped pnmate mammals anatomically 
related to the great apes but distinguished esp by greater brain develop- 
ment and a capacity for articula^ speech and abstract reasoning, broadly 
any ancestor of modem man -JLA evoiution d one possessing the 
qualities associated with manhood (e g courage and strength) e a fellow, 
chap - used interjectionaJly 2a a feudal vassal b pi the members of (the 
ranks oO a military force c pi the working force as distinguished from the 
employer and usu the management d pi the members of a team 3a an 
individual, person (what can a ^ do in this situation?} b the most 
suitable man (he's your ~ for the job} 4 any of the pieces moved by each 
player in chess, draughts, etc 5 oBen cap, NAm the police 6 often cap, 
NAm the white establishment - used by Negroes 7 - used inteijection- 
ally to express intensity of feeling (^. what a partyf} USE (5, 6 A 7) 
slang [ME, fr OE. akin to OHG man man, Skt manu] - manless adj, 
manlike adj - to a man without exception 

’man vt -nn- I to supply with the man or men necessary 2 to take up 
station by (*- the pumps} 3 to ser\'c m the force or complement of 
mana Amahna/ n the power of elemental forces embodied in an object 
or person [of Melanesian & Polynesian origin, akin to Hawaiian & Maon 
mana] 

,man-about-'town n, pi men-about-town /men/ a worldly and socially 
active man 

'manacle AmanakI/ n 1 a shackle or handcuff 2 a restraint USE usu 
pi [ME maiucle, fr MF, fr L manicula, dim of manus hand - more at 
MANUAl ] 

’manacle vb 1 to confine (the hands) with manacles 2 to subject to a 
restraint 

manage A mamj/ vt la to make anil keep submissive b to use (c g 
money) economically 2 to succeed in handling (c g a difficult situation 
or person) 3 to succeed in accomplishing (she could only ^ a 
smile} (always ^s /o win} 4 to conduct the running of (esp a business), 
also to have charge of (e g a sports team or athlete) ~ m to be able to cope 
with difficulties, esp to use one’s finances to the best advantage [It 
maneggiare, fr mano hand, fr L manu.v] - manageable adj 
‘management /-mant/ n 1 the act or art of managing 2 sing or pi in 
constr the collective body of those who minnagc or direct an enterpnse 
manager Amamja/, fern manageress /-ja.res/ n 1 one who conducts 
business or household affairs 2 sby who directs a sports team, player, 
entertainer, etc [manaciE « '-tr] - managership n, managerial 

/.mani'jian al/ adj 

.managing di'rector n the chief director of a company, responsible for 
Ihc overall management of the company’s business 
mariana /man'yahna/ adv or n (at) an indefinite time in the future [Sp, 
lit , tomorrow, fr earlier eras mahana early tomorrow, fr eras tomorrow 
(fr L) ^ mahana early, fr L mane early in the morning] 

'man ,ape n an ape-man 

.man-at-'arms n, pi men-at-arms a (heavily armed and usu mounted) 
soldier 

manatee /.mana'tee/ n any of several (tropical) aquatic plant-eating 
mammals with broad tails [Sp manati] 

Manchu /man'chooh/ n, pi Manchus, esp collectively Manchu (the 
language of) a member of the ong nomadic native Mongolian race of 
Manchuria who established a dynasty in China in 1644 — A language 
- Manchu adj 

manciple Amansipi/ n a steward or caterer, esp in a college or monastery 
[ME, fr ML mancipium office of steward, fr L. act of purchase, fr 
mancip-, manceps purchaser - more at qmancipate] 

Mancunian /mang'kyoohni-an/ n or ddj (a native or inhabitant) of 
Manchester [LL Mancunium Manchester, city in England] 

-mancy /-man.si/ comb form (- n) divination (necromancy) [ME 
-mancie, fr OF, fr L -mantia, fr Gk -mantdb, fr manteta, fr mantis diviner, 
prophet - more at mantis] 

mandala Amahndab/ n a Hindu or Buddhist graphic symbol used in 
ritual and meditation; specif a circle enclosing a square with a deity on 
eacr of its 4 sides used to represent the universe [Skt manijala circle] 
mandamus /man'daymas/ n a judicial writ requiring sthg to be carn^ 
out we enjoin, fr mandare] 

mandarin Amandarin, ,-'-/ n la a public official in the Chinese Empire 
ranked according to any of 9 grades b a person of position and influence, 
esp in literary or bureaucratic circles; esp an elder and often reactionary 
member of such a circle 2 cap • the primarily northern dialect of Chinese 
used by the court and officials under the Empire b the chief dialect of 
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Chinese that has a standard variety spoken in the Peking area 3 mandarin, 
mandarin orange (a small spiny Chinese orange tree that bears) a yellow 
to reddish orange fruit [Pg mandanm, fr Malay m^nten, fr Skt mantnn 
counsellor, fr mantra counsel - more at mantra] 

.mandarin 'collar n a narrow stand-up collar 
.mandarin 'duck n a bnghtly marked crested Asian duck, often found 
domesticated 

^mandate /'mandayt, -dat/ n 1 an authoritative command from a 
superior 2 an authonzation to act on the behalf of another, specif the 
political aulhonly given by electors to parliament (the ^ of the people^ 
3a an order granted by the League of Nations to a member nation for the 
establishment of a responsible government over a conquered terntory b 
a mandated territory [MF & L, MF mandat, fr L mandat urn, fr ncul of 
mandatus, pp of mandare to entrust, enjoin, prob irreg fr nianu<, hand 4 
-dere to put - more at manual, 'i^oj 
‘mandate /"mandayt/ vi to administer or assign under a mandate 
'mandatory /'mand3t(a)n/ adj 1 containing or constituting a command 
2 compulsory, obligatory 

‘mandatory n a nation or person holding a mandate 
mandible /"mandibl/ n la jaw la b a lower jaw together with its 
surrounding soft parts c the upper or lower part of a bird's bill 2 any of 
vanous mouth parts m insects or other invertebrates for holding or biting 
food (MF. fr LL mandibula, fr L mandere to chew - more at mouth] 
- mandibular /man'dibyoob/ adj. mandibulate /-.layt/ adj or n 
mandolin also mandoline /.manda'lin/ n a musical instrument of the lute 
family with a fretted neck [It mandolmo. dim of mandola lute, fr F 
mandore, modif of LL pandura 3-stnnged lute, fr Gk pandoura] 
mandragora /man'dragara/ n mandrake [ME] 
mandrake /"^andrayk/ n (the root oO a Mediterranean plant of the 
nightshade tamily aritii whitish or purple flowers and a large forked 
supposedly man-shaped root formerly used in medicine (ME, prob alter 
of mandragora, fr OE, fr L mandragoras, fr Gk] 
mandrel also mandril /"mandral/ n 1 an axle or spindle inserted into a 
hole in a workpiece to support it dunng machining 2 a metal bar round 
which material (e g metal) may be cast, shaped, etc (prob modif of F 
mandnn] 

mandrill /'mandnl/ n a large gregarious babtxm found in W Africa, the 
male of which has red and blue striped cheeks (prob fr 'man t drill (W 
Afncan baboon), prob native name in W Afnca] 
mane /maym/ n 1 long thick hair growing about the neck of a horse, male 
lion, etc —f ANAioMY 2 long thick hair on a person’s head (ME, fr 
OE manu, akin to OHG mana mane, L monile necklace] 

'man-, eater n a person or animal that eats human flesh - man-eating 
adj 

manege also manege /ma'nerh/ /i 1 a school for training horses and 
teaching horsemanship 2 the movements or paces of a trained horse [F 
manege, fr It maneggio training of a horse, fr maneggiare to manage] 
manes /mahnayry n pi often cap the spirits of the ancient Roman dead 
to which graveside sacrifices were made (L] 
maneuver /ma'noohva/ vb or n, NAm (to) manoeuvre 
manful /’manffa)!/ adj having courage and resolution - manfully ad\ 
mangabey /'mang gabi/ n any of a genus of long-tailed Afncan mon- 
keys [Mangaby, region of Malagasy Republic] 
manga n-, maugano- comb form manganese <manganous> [G mangan, 
fr F manganese] 

mangbnese /.mang ga'nwz/ n a greyish white hard divalent or hexa- 
valent metallic element plriodic rAiiLi' (F manganic, fr it 

manganese magnesia, manganese, fr ML magnesia] - manganic 
/mang'ganik/ adj, manganous /'mang ganas/ adj 
.manganese di'oxide n a dark insoluble compound used . * as an 
oxidizing agent and in making glass and ceramics 
manganin /'mang ganin/ n an alloy of copper, manganese, and nickel 
used esp for electncal resistors 

mange /manj, maynj/ n any of various contagious skin diseases affecting 
domestic animals or sometimes human beings, marked by inflammation 
and loss of hair and caused by a minute parasitic mite (ME manjewe, fr 
MF mangene itching, fr mangier to eat] 

mangel-wurzel ymang gl .wuhzl/, mangel n a large yellow to orange 
type of beet grown as food for livestock (G mangoldwurzel, mangelwur- 
zel, fr mangold beet -i- wurzel root] 

manger ymaynja/ n a trough or open box in a stable for holding feed 
(ME mangeour, manger, fr MF maingeure, fr mangier to cat, fr L 
manducare to chew, devour, fr manducus glutton, fr mandere to chew - 
more at mouth] 

'mangle /'mang gi/ vt 1 to hack or crush (as lO by repeated blows 2 to 


spoil by poor work, errors, etc (ME manglen, fr AF mangier, freq of OF 
maynier to maim] 

‘mangle vt or n (to pass through) a machine with rollers for squeezing 
water from and pressing laundry (n D mangel, fr G, fr MHG, dim of 
mange mangonel, mangle, fr L manganum, vb fr n] 
mango /'mang goh/ n, pi mangoes, mangos (a tropical evergreen tree that 
bears) a yellowish red fruit with a firm skin, large stone, and juicy edible 
slightly acid pulp (Pg manga, fr Tamil man-kay] 
mangold /'mang gohid, -gald/ n a mangel-wurzel 
mangonel /'mang-ga.nel/ n a military engine formerly used to throw 
rocks, stones, etc (ME, fr MF, prob fr ML manganellus, dim of LL 
manganum philtre, mangonel, fr Gk manganon\ akin to Mir meng 
deception] 

mangonteen /'mang goh.steen/ n (an E Indian tree that bears) a dark 
reddish brown fruit with thick nnd and edible flesh (Malay mangus- 
tan] 

mangrove /'mang,grohv/ n any of a genus of tropical maritime trees or 
shrubs with prop roots that form dense masses (prob fr Pg mangue 
mangrove (fr Sp mangle, fr Tamo) f E grove] 

mangy /manji, 'maynji/ adj 1 suffenng or resulting from mange 2 
having many worn or bare spots 

manhandle /man'handl, '-,--/ vt 1 to move or manage by human force 
2 to handle roughly 

manhattan /man'hatn/ n, often cap a cocktail consisting of vermouth, 
whisky, and sometimes a dash of bitters [Manhattan, borough of New 
York City, USA] 

manhole /'man.hohl/ n a covered opening through which a person may 
go, esp to gam access to an underground or enclosed structure (e g a 
sewer) 

‘manhood /-hood/ n 1 manly qualities 2 the condition of being an adult 
male as distinguished from a child or female 3 sing or pi in constr adult 
males collectively ('man 4 -hikid] 

'man-, hour n a unit of 1 hour's work by 1 person, used esp as a basis for 
cost accounting and wage calculation 

'man.hunt /-.hunt/ n an organized hunt for sby, esp a cnminal 
mania /'maynya/ n 1 abnormal excitement and euphoria marked by 
mental and physical hyperactivity and disorganization of behaviour 2 
excessive or unreasonable enthusiasm - often in combination (Beatle- 
mania> [ME, fr LL, fr Gk, fr mainesthai to be mad, akin to Gk menos 
spirit - more at mind] 

maniac /'mayniak/ n one who is or acts as if (violently) insane, a lunatic 
- not used technically (LL maniacus maniacal, fr Gk maniakos, fr 
mama] 

manta^'At /ma'meakl/ also maniac /'mayniak/ adj 1 affected with or 
suggestive of madness 2 charactenzed by ungovernable frenzy 
manic /'manik/ adj affected by, relating to, or resembling mania - manic 
n. iiianically adv 

.manic-de'pressive adj of or affected by a mental disorder character- 
ized by alternating mama and (extreme) depression 
manic-depressive n 

Manichaean, Manichcan /.mani'kee an/, Manichee /'mani.kee/ n 1 a 
believer in a religious dualism onginating in Persia in the 3rd . ad and 
teaching the release of the spint from matter through austere living 2 a 
believer in religious or philosophical dualism [LL mamchaeus, fr LGk 
manichaios, fr Manichaios Manes t ab 276 ad Per founder of the sect] - 
Mamebaean adj, Manichaeanism n, Manichaeism /'manikee,iz(a)m/ n 
'manicure /"mamkyood/ n 1 (a) treatment for (he care of the hands and 
fingernails 2 a manicunst [F, fr L manus hand 4 F -icure(as in pedicure 
pedicure) - more at manual] 

‘manicure vt 1 to give a manicure to 2 to tnm closely and evenly - 
manicurist n 

'manifest /'manifest/ adj readily perceived by the senses (e g sight) or 
mind, obvious (ME, fr MF or L, MF manifeste, fr L manifestus, lit., hit 
by the hand, fr manus • -fesrus (akin to L mfesTus hostile) - more at 
darl] - manifestly adv 

‘manifest \t to make evident or certain by showing or displaying ^ vi of 
a spint, ghost, etc to appear in visible form - manifester n 
‘manifest n a list of passengers or an invoice of cargo, esp for a ship 
manifestation /.manife'staysh(a)n/ n a sign (c g matenalizatior) of the 
presence of a spirit ['manilfst 4 -ation] 

manifesto /.mani'festoh/ n, pi manifestos, manifestoes a public declar- 
ation of intentions, esp by a political party before an election [It, 
denunciation, indication, fr mamfestare to manifest, fr L, fr manires- 
rus] 
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'manifold /'mamfohld/ adj many and vaned [ME, fr OE mantgfeald, fr 
manig many ^ -feald -fold] - manifoldly adv, manifoidneai n 
^manifold /i 1 a whole that unites or consists of many diverse elements 
2 a hollow fitting (e g connecting the cylinders of an internal combustion 
engine with the exhaust pipe) with several outlets or inlets for connecting 
1 pipe with several other pipes car 
’manifold vt to make (many) copies of 

Manihot /’mam.hot/ n a genus of tropical Amencan herbs or shrubs 
economically important for their fruit (e g cassava) [NL, fr F, cassava, 
of Tupian origin] 

manikin, mannikin /'manikin/ n 1 a mannequin 2 a little man [D 
manaekijn little man, fr MD, dim. of man\ akin to OE man] 
manila also manilla /ma'nib/ adj, often cap made of Manila paper or 
hemp - manila n 

Manila hamp n abaca [Manila, city in the Philippine Islands] 
manila paper n, often cap Ma strong paper of a brownish or buff colour 
with a smooth finish, made ong from Manila hemp 
manilla /ma'nib/ n a horseshoe-shaped metal bracelet used as money by 
some peoples of W Afnca [Pg manilha or Sp manilla] 
manilla /ma'ml/ n the second highest trump in various card games (e g 
ombre) [modif of Sp malilla] 

.man in tha 'Straat n an average or typical person, esp for statistical 
purposes 

manioc /'mam, ok/ n cassava [F manioc A Sp & Pg mandioca, of Tupian 
origin; akin to Tupi inanioca cassava] 

manipia /'manipl/ n 1 a long narrow strip of silk worn at mass over the 
left arm by denes of or above the order of subdcacon garment 2 
a subdivision of the ancient Roman legion consisting of either 120 or 60 
men [(1) ML manipulus, fr L, handful, fr manus hand * -pulus (akin to 
L plere to fill); fr its having been onginally held in the hand; (2) L 
manipulus, fr manipulus handful; fr the custom of using a handful of hay 
on the end of a pole as a military standard] 

manipulata /ma'nipyoolayt/ vt 1 to handle or operate, esp skilfully 2a 
to manage or use skilfully b to control or influence by artful, unfair, or 
insidious means, esp to one's own advantage 3 to examine and treat (a 
fra'.turc, sprain, etc) by moving bones into the proper position manually 
[back-formation fr manipulation, fr F, fr manipule handful, fr L manipu- 
lus] - manipulatable adj, manipulator n, manipulative /-lativ/ adj, 
manipulatory /-'bt(a)ri/ adj, manipulation /•'lay$h(a)n/ n 
.man 'jack n individual man <eve/y > 

mankind /man'kiend/ n sing but sing or pi in constr the human race 
'man.lika /-,liek/ adj resembling or characteristic of a a man rather thah 
an animal b a man rather than a woman or child 
manly Ah/ adj (marked by the good qualities) befitting a man - 

manlinett n 

.man-'made adj made or produced by human beings rather than nature, 
also synthetic 

manna /mana/ n 1 food miraculously supplied to the Israelites in their 
journey through the wilderness 2 a sudden source of benefit [ME, fr OE, 
fr LL, fr Gk, fr Heb man] 

manned /mand/ adj 1 equipped with men 2 of a spacecraft carrying a 
human crew 

mannequin /'manikin/ n 1 an artist's, tailor's, or dressmaker's model 
of the human figure; also such a model used esp for displaying clothes 2 
a woman who models clothing [F. fr D mannekijn little man - more at 
manikin] 

manner /mans/ n 1 a kind, sort; also sorts <a/y of wformationy 2a 
the mode or method in which sthg is done or happens b a method of 
artistic execution; a style 3 p/ a (rules oO social conduct b social 
behaviour evaluated as to politeness; esp conduct indicating good back- 
ground (jmind your 4 charactenstic or distinctive bearing, air, or 
deportment (ME manere, fr OF maniere way of acting, fr (assumed) VL 
manuana, fr L, fern of manuanus of the hand, fr manus hand - more at 
manual] - mannerlcas adj 

mannered /'manad/ adj 1 having manners of a specified kind - usu in 
combination <tre//-mannered> 2 having an artificial or stilted charac- 
ter 

mannariam /'mana.riz(a)m/ n la exaggerated or affected adherence to 
a particular style in art or literature b often cap a style of art in late 16th-c 
Europe characterized by distortion of the human figure 2 a charactenstic 
(unconscious) gesture or trait; an idiosyncrasy - mannerist n, maancristic 
/.mana'ristik/ adj 

'mannarly /-li/ adj showing or having good manners - mannerliness n, 
annnerly adv 

mannikin /'manikin/ n a manikin 


mannish /'mamsh/ adj resembling, befitting, or typical of a man rather 
than a woman - maniUahly adv, mannishness n 
'manoeuvre, NAm chiefly maneuver /ma'noohva/ n la a military or 
naval movement b a (large-scale) training exercise for the armed forces 
2 an intended and controlled deviation from a straight and level flight 
path in the operation of an aircraft 3 a skilful or dexterous movement 4 
an adroit and clever management of affairs, often using deception [F 
manoeuvre, fr OF maneuvre work done by hand, fr ML manuopera, fr L 
manu operare to work by hand] 

’manoeuvre, SAm chiefly maneuver vi 1 to perform a military or naval 
manoeuvre (to secure an advantage) 2 to perform a manoeuvre 3 to use 
stratagems -v/ 1 to cause (eg troops) to execute manoeuvres 2 to 
manipulate with adroitness 3 to bring about or secure as a result of 
contnving - manoeuvrable adj, manoeuvrer n, manoeuvrability 
/m3,noohv(3)r3'bibti/ n 

.Man of 'Kent Aent/ n a native or inhabitant of Kent, specif one from 
east of the nver Medway compare kenfishman 
.man of 'letters n I a scholar 2 a reputable author 
.man of 'straw n la weak or imaginary opposition (e g an argument 
or adversary) set up only to be easily countered b a person set up to serve 
as a cover for a (questionable) transaction 2 a weak and irresolute 
person 

.man of the 'house n the chief male in a household 
.man of the 'world n a man of wide experience 
,man-of-‘war n, pi men-of-war /men/ a waiship (of the days of sail) 
manometer /ma'nomita/ n an instrument for measunng the pressure of 
gases and vapours [P" manometre, fr Gk nmnos sparse, Ux)se. rare F 
-metre - more at monk] - manometry /-tn/ n, manometric 
/.manoh'metrik/, manometrical adj, manometrically adv 
manor /'man^/n 1 a landed estate 2a a medieval estate under a lord who 
held a variety of nghts over land and tenants, including the right to hold 
court b manor, manor house the house of the lord of u manor 3 a district 
of police administration - slang [ME muner, fr OF manoir, fr manoir to 
sojourn, dwell, fr L manere - more at mansion] - manorial /ma'nawri al/ 
adj, manorialism n 

'man, power n the total supply of people available for work or service 
manquA /mongikay (Fr moke)/ adj that could have been but failed to 
be - used after the noun modified (a /xxT - > [F, fr pp of manquer to 
lack, fail] 

mansard /'mansahd, -s.xl/, mansard roof n a rooj' with a lower steeper 
slope and a higher shallower one on all 4 sides ARtiiMEnuRF [F 
mansarde, fr Francois Mansart tl666 F architect] 
manse /mans/ n the residence of an esp Presbyterian or Baptist clergy- 
man [ME manss mansion house, fr ML mansa, mansus, mansum, fr L 
mansus, pp of manere] 

manservant /'man,suhv(d)nt/ n, pi manservants a male servant, esp a 
valet 

-manship Amanship/ sufTix (-* n) art or skill of one who practises 
(horsemanship) (gamesmanship > 

mansion /'mansh( 3 )n/ n la the house of the lord of a manor b a large 
imposing residence 2 a separate apartment in a large structure 3 archaic 
a dwelling [ME, fr MF, fr L mansion-, mansio, fr mansus, pp of manere 
to remain, dwell; akin to Gk menein to remain] 
manslaughter /'man,slawt3/ n the unlawful killing of sby without 
malicious intent 

'manta ,ray /'manta/, manta n any of several extremely large rays of 
warm seas [AmerSp manta, fr Sp. blanket, fr its being caught in traps 
resembling large blankets] 

mantelet /'manti.let, 'mantlit/ n 1 a short loose cape 2 a movable shield 
or shelter; eg a a movable shelter formerly used by besiegers when 
attacking b the movable frontal plate of the turret of an armoured fighting 
vehicle [ME, fr MF. dim of mantel, manteau mantle] 
mantelpiece /'mantl.pecs/ , mantel n ait ornamental structure round a 
fireplace; also a mantelshelf [MF mante^ 

'mantel.shelf /-.shelf/, mantel n a shdf forming part of or above a 
mantelpiece 

mantle /'mantik/ adj of divination [Gk mantikos, fr mantis] 
mantilla /man'tib/ n a light scarf worn over the head and shoulders esp 
by Spanish and Latin-American women (Sp, dim. of manta] 
mantle /'mantis/ n, pi mantises, mantes Ateez/ any of several insects 
that feed on other insects; esp praying mantis [NL, fr Gk. lit., diviner, 
prophet; akin to Gk maJnesthai to be mad - more at mania] 
mantissa /man'tisa/ n the part of a common loganthm following the 
decimal point [L mantisa, mantissa makeweight, fr Etruscan] 
'mantle /"mantl/ n la a loose sleeveless garment worn over other clothes; 
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a cloak b a mantle regarded as a symbol of preeminence or authority 2a 
sthg that covers, envelops, or conceals b a fold of a tunicate’s, barnacle’s, 
or mollusc’s body wall (lining the shell) 3 the feathers covenng the back, 
shoulders.and wings of a bird 4 a lacelike sheath of some reflecting 
matcnal that gives light by incandescence when placed over a flame 5 the 
part of the earth or a similar planet that lies between the crust and central 
core (ME mantel, fr OF, fr L mantellum] 

’mantle vt to cover (as lO with a mantle 
mantlet /'mantlit/ n a mantelet 

,man*tO>'man adj 1 charactenzed by frankness and honesty 2 of or 
being a defensive system in soccer, basketball, etc in which each player 
marks 1 specific opponent 

mantra /"mantra/ n a devotional incantation (eg in Hinduism or 
Buddhism) [Skt, sacred counsel, formula, fr manyate he thinks, akin to 
L mens mind - more at mind] 

'man, trap n a trap for catching people 

'manual /'manyooal/ adj 1 of or involving the hands 2 requinng or using 
physical skill and energy 3 worked or done by hand and not by machine 
or automatically [ME manuel, fr MF. fr L manualis, fr manus hand, akin 
to OE mund hand, Gk mare] - manually adv 
’manual n 1 a book of instructions, a handbook 2 the set movements in 
the handling of a weapon dunng a military dnil or ceremony 3 a 
keyboard for the hands, sptx'if any of the several keyboards of an organ 
that control separate divisions of the instrument 
manubrium /ma'nyoohbn am/ n, pi manubria /-bno/ also manubriums 
the section of the sternum nearest the head of human beings and many 
other mammals [NL, fr I., handle, fr manus] 
manufactory /,many^x)'fakt(,^)^/ n a factory 

'manufactura /manyixVfakcha/ n 1 the esp large-scale making of wares 
by hand or by ma«.hiiiery 2 an industry using mechanical power and 
machinery 3 the act or pnxess of producing sthg (MF. fr L manu Cactus 
made by hand] 

’manufacture vt 1 to make (materials) into a product suitable for use 
2 to make (wares) from raw inatenals by hand or by machinery, esp on 
a large scale 3 to invent, fabneate 4 to produce as if by manufacturing 
(wnters who stones Cor tele\tsion^ - manufacturing n 
manufacturer /.manytxi'fakchara/ n an employer in a manufacturing 
industry [’manui acuri- + ^-rR] 

manuka /'mahnooka/ n an evergreen New Zealand shrub of the myrtle 
family that forms large areas of scrub [Maon] 
manumit /.manyoo'mit/ vt -tt- to release from slavery [ME manumit- 
ten, fr MF manumitter, fr L manumitterc, fr manus hand «■ mittere to 
let go, send - more at SMiii] - manumission /-‘mish(.-»)n/ n 
'manure /ma'nyoo.v vt to enneh (land) by the application of manure 
[ME manouren to till, cultivate, fr MF manouvrer, lit , to do work by 
hand, fr L manu operare] - manurer n 
’manure n material that fertilizes land, esp the faeces of domestic animals 
- manurial /-n al/ adj 

manuscript /'manyfKi.sknpl/ n or adj (a comiwsition or dwument) 
written by hand or typed as distinguished from a printed copy [adj 1 
manu senptus written by hand, n Ml, manuscript um, fr neut of L manu 
senptus] 

'Manx /mangks/ adj (charactcnstic) of the Isle of Man (alter of earlier 
Mamske, fr (assumed) ON manskr, fr Manu Isle of Man] 

’Manif; n I pi m constr the people of thcjsle of Man 2 the almost extinct 
Celtic language of the Manx people lANGUAijb 
.Manx 'cat n (any oO a breed of short-haired domestic cals some of which 
have no external tail 

'Manxman /-man/, Cem 'Manx, woman n a native or inhabit '^t of the 
Isle of Man 

Manx shearwater Ahia.wawta/ n a small black-and-white N Atlantic 
shearwater 

'many /mem/ adj more /maw/; most /mohst/ 1 consisting of or 
amounting to a large but unspecified number (^worked Cor 
years'} (many -sided} 2 being one of a large number < ~ a man} (^ is the 
time I’ve wondered} [ME, fr OE manig\ akin to OHG manag many, 
OSlav munogu much] - as many the same in number (saw J plays in as 
many days} 

’many pron pi in constr a large number of people or things preCer to 
stay at home} </ haven’t got as ^ as you} 

’many n pi in constr 1 a large but indefinite number <a good oC them 
have already left} 2 the great majonty 
*many adv to a considerable degree or amount; far - with plurals < more 
cars than usual} 


.many-'sidad adj 1 having many sides or aspects 2 having many 
interests or aptitudes - many-sidedness n 

Manzanilla /.manza'nila/ n a pale very dry sherry [Sp, dim. of manzana 
apple] 

Maoism /'mow,iz(3)m/ n Marxism-Leninism as developed in China 
chiefly by Mao Tse-tung [Mao Tsc-tung tl976 Chin political leader] - 
Maoist n or adj 

Maori /mown, 'mahri/ n, p! Maoris, esp collectively Maori 1 a member 
of the indigenous people of New Zealand 2 the Austronesian language of 
the Maori lANfiUAGF 

Maoritanga /.mown'tahng-a/ n. NZ Maon culture [Maon] 

'map /map/ n 1 a representation, usu on a flat surface,* of (part oQ the 
earth’s surface, the celestial sphere, etc 2 sthg that represents with 
a clarity suggestive of a map [ML mappa, fr L, napkin, towel] 

’map vt -pp- la to make a map of b to delineate as if on a map c to survey 
in order to make a map 2 to assign to every element of (a mathematical 
set) an element of the same or another set 3 to plan in detail - often * 
out (^ out a programme} - mappable adj, mapper n 
maple /maypl/ n (the hard light-coloured close-grained wood, used esp 
for furniture, oO any of a genus of widely planted trees or shrubs [ME, 
fr OE mapul-, akin to ON mopurr maple] 
maple sugar n sugar made by Nxling maple syrup 
maple syrup n syrup made by concentrating the sap of (sugar) maple 
trees 

maquette /ma'ket/ n a small preliminary model of a sculpture (e g in 
wax or clay) [F, fr It macchietta, dim of macchia sketch, denv of L 
macula spot] 

maquis /maki/ n, pi maquis / 1 (an area oO (hick scrubby under- 
brush of Mediterranean shores € plan r 2a oCten cap a member of the 
French Resistance during WW 11 b sing or pi in constr a band of maquis 
[F, fr It macchie, pi of macchia thicket, spot, fr L macula] 
mar /mah/ vt -rr- to detract from the perfection or wholeness of [ME 
marren, fr OE mierran to obstruct, waste, akin to OHG merren to 
obstruct] 

marabou, marabout /marabooh/ n a large Afncan stork [F marabout, 
lit , marabout] 

marabout /marabooh/ n, often cap (a shnne marking the grave oO a 
Muslim holy man of N Afnca [F, fr Pg marabuto, fr Ar murabif] 
maraca /ma'raka/ n a dned gourd or a rattle like a gourd that i$ used 
as a rhythm instrument and is usu played as one of a pair [Pg 
maraca] 

maraschino /.mara’sheenoh. -'skeenoh/ n. pi maraschinos often cap 1 
a liqueur distilled from the fermented juice of a hitter wild cherry 
2 a L'>t: arge cherry preserved in true or imitation maraschino [It, fr 
marasc i bitter wild cherry] 

marasmus /ma'razmas/ n progressive emaciation, esp in the young, due 
us * to faulty digestion and absorption of food [LL, fr Gk marasmos, fr 
marainein to waste away - more at smart] - marasmic /-mik/ adj 
or n 

Maratha, Mahratta /ma'rahta/ n a member of a people of the S central 
part of India [Marathi Marafha & Hindi Marhatta, fr Skt Maharasfra 
Maharashtra] 

Marathi /ma'rahti/ n the chief Indic language of the state of Maharash- 
tra in India LANuuAtiL [Marathi marathi] 
marathon /mar3th(a)n/ n I a long-distance race, specif a foot race of 
^6im 385yd (about 42 2km) that is contested on an open course in major 
ainictics championships 2a an endurance contest b an event or activity 
charactenzed 1 v great length or concentrated effort [Marathon, Greece, 
site of a victoi> of Greeks oser Persians in 490 bc, the news of which was 
earned to Athens by a long-distance runner] 

maraud /nw'rawd/ vi to roam about in search of plunder ^ w to raid, 
pillage [F marauder] - marauder n 

maravedi /.mara'vaydi/ n, pi maravedls a medieval Spanish copper coin 
unit worth ’/„ real [Sp maravedi, fr Ar Murabitsn llth- & 12th- c 
Muslim dynasty in N Africa & Spam] 

'marble /mahbl/ n la (more or less) crystallized limestone that can bc 
highly polished and is used esp in building and sculpture b a sculpture 
or carving made of marble 2a a little ball made of a hard substance, esp 
glass, and used in children's games b pi but sing in constr any of several 
games played with marbles, the object of which is to hit a mark or hole, 
to hit another player’s marble, or to knock as many marbles as possible 
out of a ring 3 marbling 4 pi elements of common sense, esp sanity - 
infml (he’s lost his -(> [ME, fr OF marbre, fr L marmor, fr Gk 
manna ros] 
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’marbl0 vb marbling /'mahbl ing, 'mahbling/ to give a veined or mottled 
appearance to (e g the edges of a book) - marbling /-b(a)Img/ n 
'marbled adj la made of or veneered with marble b marked by an 
extensive use of marble as an architectural or decorative feature (^ancient 
^ citiesy 2 of meat marked by a mixture of fat and lean 
marc /mahk/ n 1 the organic residue remaining after an extraction 
process (e g the pressing of grapes) 2 brandy made from the residue of 
grapes after pressing [F, fr MF, fr marchier to trample] 
marcaaite /.mahka'seet, 'mahka.siet/ n (a piece oO crystallized iron 
pyrites or a similar mineral, used esp for jewellery [ME marchasite, fr ML 
marcasita, fr Ar marqashitha] 

marcel /mah'sel/ n a deep soft wave made in the hair by a heated curling 
iron [Marcel Grateau tl936 F hairdresser] - marcel vt 
'march /mahch/ n, often cap a border region, esp a tract of land between 
2 countnes whose ownership is disputed - usu pi <r/je Welsh ^ cs> [ME 
marche, fr OF, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG marha boundary - more at 
'mark] 

'march vi to have common borders or frontiers <a region that with 
Canada in the north} 

'march w 1 to move along steadily, usu m step with others 2a to move 
in a direct purposeful manner b to make steady progress <o/ne >^cs on) 
^vt 1 to cause to march <~ ed him off to the police ttalion} 2 to cover 
by marching <~ed 30 miles} [MF marchier to trample, march, fr OF. 
to trample, prob of Gmc origin, akin to OHG marcon to mark] 
*march n la the action of marching b the distance covered within a 
specified penod of time by marching c a regular measured stndc or 
rhythmic step used in marching d steady forward movement 2 a musical 
composition, usu in duple or quadruple time, that has a strongly accen- 
tuated beat anci' r, designed or suitable to accompany marching - on the 
march moving steadily, advancing 

March n the 3rd month of the Gregorian calendar [ME. fr OF, fr L 
martins, fr martins of Mars, fr Mart-, Mars\ 

'marcher /'maheha/ n 1 one who inhabits a border region 2 (he lord of 
a border region in former times it he King's authority was constantly 
challenged by the ^ lords} 

'marcher n one who marches, esp for a specified cause </i peace -- > 
'marching .orders /mahching/ n pi 1 official notice for troops to move 
2 notice of dismissal ithe player was given his ^ after the brutal 
font) 

marchioness /.mahsha'nes, 'mahshanis/ n 1 the wife or widow of a 
marquess 2 a woman having in her own right the rank of a marquess [ML 
marchionissa, fr marchwn-, marchio marquess, fr marca border 
region] 

Mardi Gras /.mahdi 'grah/ n (a carnival penod culminating on) Shrove 
Tuesday often observed (e g in New Orleans) with parades and festivities 
[F, lit , fat Tuesday] 

'mare /mca/ n a female equine animal, esp when fully mature or of 
breeding age, esp a female horse [ME, fr OE mere-, akin to OHG nierha 
mare, OE mearh horse, W march] 

'mare /'mahray/ n, pi maria /-n a/ any of several large dark areas on the 
surface of the moon or Mars [NL, fr L, sea - more at marine] 
mare clausum /,mahray 'klows(3)m/ n a navigable bixly of water under 
the junsdiction of 1 nation [NL, lit , closed sea] 
mare liberum /, mahray 'Iccbsram/ n a navigable body of water open 
to all nations [NL. lit . f^rce sea] 

'mare's .nest /mcaz/ n, pi mare’s nests, mares* nests a false discover), 
illusion, or deliberate hoax 

'mare's .tail n. pi mare's tails, mares* tails 1 a common aquatic plant 
with long shoots covered with narrow leaves 2 a long streak '' cirrus 
cloud 

margarine /.mahja'rccn; also .mahga'rccn, '— / n a substitute for butter 
made usu from vegetable oils churned with ripened skimmed milk to a 
smooth emulsion [F, fr Gk margaron pearl] 

margay /"mshgay/ n a small American spotted cat resembling the ocelot 
[F, fr Tupi maracaja] 

'marge /mahj/ n margin 1,2- poetic (MF, fr L margo] 

'marge n marganne - infml (by shortening & alter.] 

'margin /’mahjin/ n 1 the part of a page outside the mam body of pnnted 
or written text 2 the ouUide limit and adjoining surface of sthg 3a a spare 
amount or measure or degree allowed (e g in case of error) b(l) a bare 
minimum below which or an extreme limit beyond which sthg becomes 
impossible or is no longer desirable (2) the limit below which economic 
activity cannot be continued under normal conditions 4 the difference 
between net sales and the cost of merchandise sold 5 measure or degree 


of difference [ME, fr L margin-, margo border - more at 'mark] - 
margined adj 

'margin vt to provide with a border 

'marginal /'mahjinl/ adj 1 written or printed in the margin 2 of or 
situated at a margin or border 3 close to the lower limit of qualification, 
acceptability, or function 4 of or providing a nominal profit margin 5 
being a constituency where the Member of Parliament was elected with 
only a small majority - compare safe 6 [ML marginalis, fr L margin-, 
margo] ~ marginally adv, marginality /.mahji'nabti/ n 
'marginal n a marginal constituency 

marginalia /.mahji'naylya/ n pi marginal notes (e g in book) [NL. fr 
ML, neut pi of marginalis] 

margrave /'mahgrayv/ n 1 the hereditary title of some princes of the 
Holy Roman Empire 2 a member of the German nobility corresponding 
in rank to a British marquess [D markgraaf, fr MD maregrave; akin to 
OHG maregravo. both fr a prehistonc D-G compound whose constitu- 
ents are akin to OHG marha boundary & to OHG gravo count - more 
at 'mark] ~ margravial /mah'grayvi al/ adj 
margravine /'mahgra.veen/ n the wife of a margrave 
marguerite /.mahga'reet/ n (a single-flowered chrysanthemum like) an 
oxeye daisy [F, fr MF margante pearl, daisy, fr L marganta pearl, fr Gk 
margantes, fr margaron] 

Marian /'mean an/ adj of the Virgin Mary 

mariculture /'man.kulcha/ n the cultivation of manne organisms by 
exploiting their natural environment [L mare sea f E -culture (as m 
agriculture)] 

marigold /'mangohid/ n any of a genus of composite plants with showy 
yellow or red flower heads [ME, fr Mary, mother of Jesus + ME 
gold] 

marijuana, marihuana /,mar.V(h)wahna, -yoo'ahna/n 1 hemp I 2 a usu 
mild form of cannabis [MexSp manguana, marihuana] 
marimba /ma'nmba/ n a percussion instrument resembling a large 
xylophone [of African ongin. akin to Kimbundu marimba xylophone] 
marina /ma'reena/ n a dock or basin providing secure moorings for 
motorboats, yachts, etc [It & Sp, seashore, fr fern of manno, adj, manne, 
fr L mannus] 

marinade /,man'nayd/ vt or n (to soak in) a blend of oil, wine or vinegar, 
herbs, and spices in which meat, fish, etc is soaked, esp to ennch its 
flavour [n F, fr Sp mannada. fr marinar to pickle in bnne, fr manno. vb 
fr n] 

marinate /'mannayt/ vt to mannade [prob fr It mannato, pp of 
mannare to mannade, fr manno] 

'marine ^ma'reen/ adj 1 of or (living) in the sea 2 of or used in the 
naviga» M’ or commerce of the sea <a ^ chart} law} [ME, fr L 
mannu. o mare sea, akin to OE mere sea, pool, OHG men sea, OSlav 
morje] 

'marine n 1 seagoing ships (of a specified nationality or class) <tAe 
meicantile 2a any of a class of soldiers serving on shipboard or in 
close association with a naval force b rank 3 a seascape 
mariner /'manna/ n a seaman, sailor [ME, fr AF, fr OF mannier, fr ML 
marinanus. fr L mannus] 

Mariolatry /.mean'obtn/ n excessive veneration of the Virgin Mary - 
Mariolater n 

marionette /.man-a'net/ n a small-scale usu wooden figure with jointed 
limbs that is moved from above by attached stnngs or wires [F marion- 
nette. fr MF maryonete. fr Manon. dim of Mane Mary] 
mental /'manti/ adj of marnage [L manlalis. fr mantus marned] - 
maritally adv 

maritime /'man.tiem/ adj 1 marine 2 2 of or bordenng on the sea [L 
mantimus, fr mare] 

marjoram /"mahjaram, -ram/ n any of vanous plants of the mint family 
used as herbs, also oregano [alter, of ME majorane, fr MF, fr ML 
majorana] 

'mark /mahk/ n la(l) a conspicuous object serving as a guide for 
travellers (2) sthg (e g a line, notch, or fixed object) designed to record 
position b any of the points on a sounding line that correspond to a depth 
in whole fathoms c targef 2a d the starting line or position in a track 
event e a goal or desired object f the point under discussion itbat 
comment was rather off the ^} g an established or accepted standard of 
performance, quality, or condition <Ai$ singing was hardly up to the ^ } 
2a(l) a sign or token <a ^ of bis esteem} (2) an impression on the surface 
of sthg; esp a scratch, stain, etc that spoils the appearance of a surface (3) 
a distinguishing characteristic ibears the ^ of an educated woman} b(l) 
a symbol used for identification or indication of ownership (2) a symbol, 
esp a cross, made in place of a signature c a written or printed symbol 
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{punctuation ^ s> d cap - used with a numeral to designate a particular 
model of a weapon or machine <,Mark 77) e a symbol representing a 
judgment of merit, csp one used by a teacher f a point or level (reached) 
(passed the halfway - > 3a attention, notice {nothing worthy of 
occurred) b importance, distinction {a peison of little ^ > c a lasting or 
strong impression (years of warfare have left their ^ on the country) d 
an assessment of menis {got high s for honesty) 4 an object of attack, 
specif a victim of a swindle - infml [ME, fr OE mearc boundary, march. 
Sign; akin to OHG marha boundary, L margo] 

’mark vt la(l) to fix or trace out the limits of (2) to plot the course of 
b to set apart (as lO by a line or boundary - usu » off 2a(l) to designate 
or identify (as lO by a mark {^ed for greatness) (2) to make or leave 
a mark on (3) to label (merchandise) so as to indicate pnce or quality (4) 
to add appropriate symbols, characters, or other marks to or on the 
manuscript for the printer) ~ usu up b(l) to indicate by a mark {X 
the spot) (2) to register, record the date in your diary) (3) to 
evaluate by marks examination papers) c(l) to characterize, distin* 
guish {the flamboyance that ^ s her stage appearance) (2) to be the 
occasion of (sthg notable), to indicate as a particular time {this year ^ s 
the 50th anniversary of the organization) 3 to take notice of what 
7 My> 4 Br to stay close to (an opposing player) in hockey, soccer, etc 
so as to hinder the getting or play of the ball w 1 to become or make 
sthg stained, scratched, etc <jr won't will if^ 2 to evaluate sthg by 
marks [ME marken, fr OE mearcian, akin to OHG marcon to determine 
the boundaries of, OE mearc boundary] - marker n - mark time 1 to keep 
the time of a marching step by moving the feet alternately without 
advancing 2 to function listlessly or unproductively while waiting to 
progress or advance 

’mark n t often cap (a note or com representing) the basic money unit 
of either East or West Germany — ^ Germany (Democratic Republic), 
Germany (Federal Republic) at nation sliiy 2 a markka [ME, fr OE 
marc, prob of Scand ongin. akin to ON mork mark, akin to OE mearc 
sign] 

Mark n the 2nd Gospel m the New Testament [L Marcus] 

Mark dar Dautachen Damokratischan Rapublik /.mahk dea 
.doychan demoh.kratishan repoo’bleek (Ger mark deir do it Jan demok- 
ra:t ijan republuk)/ n ^3" Germany (Democratic Republic) at natkjn- 
ALITY [G, mark of the German Democratic Republic] 

'mark,down n (the amount oO a reduction in price - mark down vt 
marked /mahkt/ adj la having natural marks (of a specified type) 
{wings with white) b made identifiable by marking (a card) \ 
having a distinctive or emphasized character <a - Amencan accent) 3 
being an object of attack, suspicion, or vengeance <a ^ man) 4 distin- 
guished from a basic form (e g the singular) by the presence of a particular 
linguistic feature (eg s indicating the plural form) - markedly 
/'mahkidli/ adv 

'market /'mahkit/ n la a meeting together of people for the purpose of 
trade, by private purchase and sale b an open space, building, etc where 
a market (eg for trading in provisions or livestock) is held 2a (a 
geographical area or section of the community in which there is) demand 
fbr commodities {the foreign > b commercial activity, extent of trading 
c an opportunity for selling {create new ^sfor our product) d the area 
of economic activity in which the forces of supply and demand affect 
prices value) (ME, fr ONF, fr L mercatus trade, marketplace, fr 
mercatus, pp of mercari to trade, fr mere-, merx merchandise; akin to 
Oscan amiricadut without remuneration] - in the market interested in 
buying <in the market for a house) - on the market available for 
purchase 

’market vi to deal in a market ^ vt to sell - marketable adj, marketability 
/.mahkita'bibti/ n 

market cross n a cross orig erected in a market place 
.market 'garden n a plot in which vegetables are grown for market - 
market gardener n, market gardening n 

marketing /*mahkiting/ n the skills and functions, including packaging, 
promotion, and distnbution, involved in selling goods 
'marketplece n 1 an open place in a town where markets are held 2 
MARKET 2c, d 

.market 'research n research (eg the collection and analysis of 
information about consumer preferences) dealing with the patterns or 
state of demand (for a particular product) in a market 
marking /'mahking/n 1 (the giving oO a mark or marks 2 arrangement, 
pattern, or disposition of marks 
'markhHI .ink n indelible ink for marking fabric ^ 
markka /'mahka/ n, pi msrkkaa /-.kah/, markkas Finland at 
NATIONALITY (Finn, fr Sw mark, a unit of value; akin to ON mork] 


'Markov .chain /'mahkof/ n a random sequence of states in which the 
probability of occurrence of a future slate depends only on the present 
state and not on the path by which it was reached [A A Markov tl922 
Russ mathematician] 

marksman /'mahksman/, fern 'marks, woman n, pi markamen, fern 
markswomen a person skilled in hitting a mark or target - marksman* 
ship n 

'markup n (the amount oO an increase in price - mark up vt 
marl /mahl/ vt or n (to fertilize with) a crumbly earthy deposit (e g of 
silt or clay) that contains calcium carbonate and is used esp as a fertilizer 
for lime-deficient soils [n ME, fr MF marie, fr ML margila, dim. of L 
marga marl, fr Gaulish, vb fr n] - marly adj 

marlin /'mahlin/ n any of several large oceanic game fishes [short for 
marlinspike, fr the appearance of its beak] 

marline, marlin /'mahlin/ n a thin 2-stranded usu tarred rope used on 
board ship [D marlijn, alter of marling, fr meren, marren to lie, moor, 
fr MD meren, maren - more at 'm(x)r] 

'marline.spike, marlinspikc /-.spick/ n a pointed steel tool used to 
separate strands of rope or wire 

marlite /'mah(r 3 ),liet/ n a marl resistant to the action of air 
'marmalade /'mahma.Iayd/ n a clear sweetened preserve made from 
oranges, lemons, etc and usu containing pieces of fruit peel [Pg mar- 
melada quince conserve, fr marmelo quince, fr L melimelum, a sweet 
apple, fr Gk melimelon, fr meli honey ^ melon apple - more at mf.i i iFin 
oi's] 

’marmalade adj, esp of cats brownish orange 
Marmite /'mahmiet/ trademark - used for a concentrated yeast extract 
used csp as a savoury spread 

marmoreal /mah'mawn-al/, also marmorenn /-n an/ adj of or like 
marble or a marble statue - chiefly poetic [L marmoreus, fr marmor 
marble, fr Gk marmaros] 

marmoset /'mahma/et/ n any of numerous soft-furred S and Central 
Amencan monkeys [ME inarmusette, fr MF marmoset grotesque figure, 
fr mamwuser to mumble, of imil origin] 

marmot /’mahmat/ n any of several stout-bodied short-legged 
srnali-eared burrowing rodents [F mannotte] 

Maronite /’maraniet/ n a member of a Synan Christian church now 
existing chiefly in the Lebanon [ML maromta, fr Mnron-, Maro 5th-c ad 
Synan monk] 

'maroon /ma’roohn/ vt 1 to abandon on a desolate island or coast 2 to 
isolate in a helpless stale [Maroon] 

’maroon n 1 a dark brownish red 2 an explosive rocket used esp as a 
distress signal [F marron Spanish chestnut] 

Maroon /ma'roohn/ n (a descendant oO a fugitive Negro slave of the W 
Indies and Guiana in the 17ih and 18th c [modif of AmerSp cimarron, 
fr Cimarron wild, savage, lit , living on mountaintops, fr Sp cima peak, fr 
L cyma young sprout of cabbage] 

marque /mahk/ n a brand or model of a product, csp a car [F, mark, 
brand, fr marquer to mark, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG marcon to 
mark] 

marquee /mah'kec/ n 1 a large tent (eg for an outdoor party or 
exhibition) 2 NAm a permanent canopy projecting over an entrance (e g 
of a hotel or theatre) [modif of F marquise. In , marchioness] 
Marquesan /mah'kayz(3)n/ adj or n (oO an inhabitant, or the Austrone- 
sian language, of the Marquesas islands lanoijage 
marquesa, marquis /'mahkwis/ n, pi marquesses, marquises, marquis (a 
European nobleman equivalent in rank to) a member of the British 
peerage ranking below a duke and above an earl [ME marquis, markis, 
fr MF marquis, alter, of marchis, fr marche march] - marqueasate 
/-kwisit/, marquisate Akwizit, -sit/ n 

marquetry also marqueterie /mahkatn/ n decorative work of pieces of 
wood, ivory, etc inlaid in a wood veneer that is then applied to a surface 
(e g of a piece of furniture) [MF marquetene, fr marqueter to chequer, 
inlay, fr marque mark] 

marquise /mah'keez/ n 1 a marchioness 2 a gem or ring setting shaped 
like an oval with pointed ends [F, fern of marquis] 

'marram .grass /'maram/ n any of several strong wiry grasses that grow 
on sandy shores and prevent erosion [of Scand origin; akin to ON 
maralhar, a beach grass] 

marriage Amary/ n la the state of being or mutual relation of husband 
and wife b the institution whereby a man and a woman are joined in a 
special kind of socul and legal dependence 2 an act or the rite of 
marrying; esp the wedding ceremony 3 an intimate or close union [ME 
marriage, fr MF, fr maner to marry] - marriageable adj 
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.marriage of convenience n a marriage contracted for advantage 
rather than for love 

'married /'mand/ adj la joined in marriage b of married people 2 
united, joined 

’married n a marned person (young — s> 

marrons glacis /.maronh 'glasay/ n pi chestnuts candied or preserved 
in syrup [F] 

marrow /'maroh/ n la a sofi tissue that fills the cavities and porous part 
of most bones and contains many blood vessels b the substance of the 
spinal cord 2 the inmost, best, or essential part, the core 3 chiefly Br 
vfcGhTABLE MARROW [ME oiarowe, fr OE mearg-, akin to OHG marag 
marrow, Skt majfan] ~ marrowleas adj, marrowy adj 
marrowbone /'mara.bohn, -roh-/ n a bone rich in marrow 
marrowfat /'mara.fat, -roh-/ n any of several types of large pea 
'marry /’mari/ vt la to give in marriage b to take as spouse c to perform 
the ceremony of marnage for d to obtain by marriage (she marned 
money} 2 to bnng together closely, harmoniously, and usu permanently 
vi la to take a spouse b to become husband and wife 2 to join in a 
close or harmonious relationship [ME manen, fr OF maner, fr L 
mantare, fr maritus married] - marry into to become a member of or 
obtain by inamage <marned into a prominent family) 

’marry inteij, archaic ~ used for emphasis, esp to express amused or 
surprised agreement [ME mane, fr Mane, the Virgin Mary] 

Mars /mahz/ n the planet 4th in order from the sun and conspicuous for 
Its red colour asironomy, symhoi [L Mart-, Mars, Roman god 
of war] 

Marsala /mah'sahb/ n a (sweet) fortified wine from Sicily [Marsala, 
town in Sicily] 

marsh /mahsh/ n (an area of) soft wet land usu covered with sedges, 
rushes, etc [ML sh fr OE mensc, mersc, akin to MD mersch marsh, 
OE mere sea, pool - more at marine] - marshy adj, marshiness n 
'marshal /'mahsh(d)I/ n la a high official m a medieval royal household 
b one who arranges and directs a ceremony c one who arranges the 
procedure at races 2a i in d marshal b an officer of the highest military 
rank 3a a chief officer in the USA responsible for court processes in a 
district b the head of a US police or fire department [ME, fr OF 
mareschal, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG marahscak marshal, fr marah 
horse • scale servant] - marshalcy /-si/, marshalship n 
’marshal vh -II- (NAm -I-, -II-), /'mahshi ing/ vt 1 to place m proper rank 
or position 2 to bring together and order in an effective way < - onc\ 
thoughts) 3 to lead ceremoniously or solicitously, usher ^ vi to form or 
collect together (in a proper order) 

'marshalling .yard n, chiefly Br a place where railway vehicles are 
shunted and assembled into trains ^ 

marshal of the Royal Air Force n 1 . / rank 

'marsh ,gas n methane 

'marsh .harrier n an Old World hawk 

marshmallow /.mahsh'maloh/ r; 1 a pink-flowered Eurasian marsh 
plant of the mallow family 2 a light spongy confection made from the root 
of the marshmallow or from sugar, albumen, and gelatin - marshmallowy 
adj 

.marsh 'mari.gold /'man,gohld/ n a European and N Amencan marsh 
plant of the buttercup family with large bnght yellow flowers 
'marsupial /mah'syoohpi al, -'sooh-/ adj 1 of or being a marsupial 2 of 
or forming a marsupium or pouch 

’marsupial n any of an order of lower mammals including the kangaroos, 
wombats, and opossums that have a pouch on the abdomen of the female 
for carrying young, and do not develop a placenta — ^ life cycil 
[deriv of NL marsupium] 

mar'supium /-pi am/ n, pi issrsupia Api a/ the abdominal p • ch of a 
marsupial, formed by a fold of the skin and enclosing the mammary 
glands [NL, fr L, purse, pouch, fr Gk marsypion, dim of marsypos 
pouch] 

mart /maht/ n a place of trade (c g an auction room or market) [ME, 
fr MD marct, mart, prob fr ONF market] 

Martello /mah'tcloh/, Msr'tello .tower n a circular masonry fort or 
blockhouse formerly used (e g in Britain) for coastal defence [alter of 
Cape Mortella, Corsica, where such a tower was captured by a British 
Beet in 1794] 

martan /’mahtin/ n, pi martena, esp collectively marten any of several 
slender-bodied flesh-eating tree-dwelling mammals larger than the related 
weasels [ME martryn, fr MF martnne marten fur, fr OF, fr fern of 
martrin of a marten, fr martre marten, of Gmc origin; akin to OE mearth 
marten] 

martanalta /‘mahtm.ziet/ n the chief constituent of steel hardened by 


rapid cooling [Adolf Martens 11914 G metallurgist] -- martensitic 
Amahtin'zitik/ adj 

martial /'mahsh(3)l/ adj of or suited to war or a warnor, also warlike 
[ME, fr L martialis of (the god) Mars, fr Mart’, Mars] - martially 
adv 

.martial 'art n an Oriental art of combat (e g judo or karate) practised 
as a sport 

.martial 'law n the law administered by military forces in occupied 
terntory or in an emergency 

Martian Amahsh(9)n/ adj of or coming from the planet Mars [ME, fr 
OF martien, fr L Mart-. Man (the planet) Mars] - Martian n 
martin /'mahtin/ n any of vanous birds of the swallow family, e g a a 
house martin b a sand martin [MF, fr St Martin, prob fr the migration 
of martins around Martinmas] 

martinet /.mahti'net/ n a stnet disciphnanan [Jean Martinet 1'I672 F 
army officer] 

martingale /'mahtin, gayl/ n 1 one or more straps fastened to the girth 
of a horse’s hai ness, passed between the forelegs, and attached to the reins, 
noseband, or bit, for checking the upward movement of the horse’s head 
2 any of several systems of betting in which the stake is doubled every time 
a bet IS lost [MF] 

martini /mah'teeni/ n a cocktail made of gin and dry vermouth [prob 
fr Martini & Rossi, It firm selling vermouth] 

Martinmas /‘mahtinm^s, -.mas/ n November 1 1 celebrated as the feast 
of St Martin [ME maninmasse, fr St Martin ME masse mass] 
martlet /mahtlit/ n a bird used in heraldry that resembles a martin but 
has no feet [MF, prob alter of martinet, dim. of martin] 

'martyr /'mahta/ n 1 one who is put to death for adherence to a cause, 
esp a religion 2 a victim, esp of constant (self-inflicted) suflenng [ME, 
fr OE, fr LL, fr Gk martyr-, martys, lit , witness, akin to L memor 
mindful] - martyrize vt, martyrdom /-tadam/ n, martyrlzation 
/.mahtaric'zaysh(a)n/ n 

’martyr vr l to put to death as a manyr 2 to inflict agonizing 
pain on 

martyrology /.mahta'rolaji/ n ecclesiastical history concerned with the 
lives and sufferings of martyrs - martyrologist n, martyrological 
/-ra'lojikl/ adj 

'marvel /'mahv(a)l/ n one who or that which is marvellous [ME mervel, 
fr OF mervetlle, fr LL mirabilia marvels, fr L, neul pi of mirabilis 
wonderful, fr miian to wonder - more at smhe] 

’marvel w -II- [NAm -I-, -I1-), /mahvl-mg/ to become filled with surpnse, 
wonder, or amazed cunosity 

marvellous, NAm chiefly marvelous /'mahvl as/ adj 1 causing wonder 

2 of the highest kind or quality - marvellously adv, marvellousiiess n 
Marxism /'mahk$iz(a)m/ n the political and economic pnnciples and 

policies advocated by tCarl Marx, that stress the importance of human 
labour in determining economic value, the struggle between classes as an 
msLument of social change, and dictatorship of the proletanat [Karl 
Marx 1 1 883 G political philosopher] - Marxist n or adj, Marxian Asi-an/ 
adj 

.Marxism-Leninism /'leniniz(3)m/ n a theory and practice of commu- 
nism developed by Lenin from the doctnnes of Marx - Marxist-Leninist 
n or adj 

marzipsn /'mahzi.pan/ n a paste made from ground almonds, sugar, and 
egg whites, used for coating cakes or shaped into small sweets [G. fr It 
marzapane, a medieval com, marzipan, fr Ar mawthaban, a medieval 

C.'IIl) 

Masai /*ma$ie/ n, pi Masais, esp collectively Masai a member or the 
language of a pastoral and hunting people of Kenya and Tanzania 
mascara /maskahro/ n a cosmetic for colouring, esp darkening, the 
eyelashes [It maschera mask] 

mascon Amaskon/ n any of the concentrations of mass that are situated 
just under the surface of the moon and have strong gravitational pull 
['mass 4 concentration] 

mascot Amaskot. -kat/ n a person, animal, or object adopted as a (good 
luck) symbol [F mascotte, fr Prov mascoto, fr masco witch, fr ML 
masca] 

'masculine Amaskyoolm/ adj la male b having qualities appropriate to 
a man <Aer deep ^ voice) 2 of. belonging to, or being the gender that 
normally includes most words or grammatical forms referring to males 

3 having or occurring in a stressed final syllable [ME masculin, fr MF. 
fr L masculmus, fr masculus, n, male, dim. of mas male] - nascsliMly 
adv, maacnlineness n, maMulinize /-.niezZ vt, maacuKsity /.mas- 
kyoo'linati/ n 

’masculine n (a word or morpheme oO the masculine gender 
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maser /'mayza/ n a device that works like a laser for amplifying or 
generating (microwave) radiation [microwave amplification by .stimu- 
lated emission of radiation] 

'mash /mash/ n I crushed malt or gram meal steeped and stirred in hot 
water to ferment 2 a mixture of bran or similar feeds and usu hot water 
for livestock 3 a soft pulpy mass 4 Br mashed potatoes - infml [ME, fr 
OE max-, akin to MFiG meisch mash] 

Hnash vt l to crush, pound, etc to a soft pulpy stale 2 to heat and stir 
(e g crushed malt) in water to prepare wort - masher n 
'mask /mahsk/ n la a (partial) cover for the face used for disguise or 
protection b(l) a figure of a head worn on the stage in ancient times to 
identify the character (2) a grotesque false face worn at cannvals or in 
ntuals c a copy of a face made by sculpting or by means of a mould - 
compare dlath mask 2a sthg that disguises or conceals, esp a pretence, 
facade b a translucent or opaque screen to cover part of the sensitive 
surface in taking or printing a photograph 3 a device covenng the mouth 
and nose used a to promote breathing (e g by connection to an oxygen 
supply) b to remove noxious gas from air c to prevent exhalation of 
infective matenal (e g dunng surgery) 4 a face-pack 5 the head or face 
of a fox, dog. etc [MF masque, fr Oil maschera] 

^rnask Vi 1 to provide, cover, or conceal (as lO with a mask, e g a to make 
indistinct or imperceptible <-^8 fhe strong Havoury b to cover up < ^cd 
his real purpose') 2 to cover for protection 3 to modify the shape of (e g 
a photograph) by means of a mask 

.masked 'ball n a ball at which the participants wear masks 
masochism /'masa,kiz(a)m/ n 1 a sexual perversion in which pleasure 
IS expenenced from being physically or mentally abused - compare 
SADISM 2 pleasure from sthg tiresome or painful - not used technically 
[ISV, fr Leopold von Sacher-Masoch tl89S Austnan novelist] - masoch- 
ist n, masochistic /.masa'kistik/ adj, masochistically adv 
mason /'mays(a)n/ n 1 a skilled worker with stone 2 cap a freemason 
[ME, fr OF ma^on, prob of Gmc origin, akin to OE macian to make] 
.Mason-'Dixon .line /'diks(a)n/ n the S boundary line of Pennsylvania, 
also the boundary line between the free N and slave-owning S states of 
the USA [Charles Mason tl787 and Jeremiah Dixon /7 1767 E survey- 
orsj 

Masonic /rna'sonik/ adj (characteristic) of Freemasons or Free- 
masonry 

masonry /'mays(9)nn/ n J work done with or sthg constructed of stone, 
also a bnck construction architecturc 2 cap freemasonry 1 
Masora, Masorah /ma'sawra/ n a body of notes on the text of thp 
Hebrew Old Testament [NHeb masorah, fr LHeb masoreth tradition, fr 
Heb, bond] - Masoretic /.masa'retik/ adj 

masque /mahsk/ n 1 masqueradf 1 2 a short allegoncal dramatic 
entertainment of the 16th and 17th c performed by masked actors [MF 
masque, fr Olt maschera mask] 

'masquerade /.maska'rayd/ n 1 a social gathenng of people weanng 
masks and often fantastic costumes 2 sthg that is merely show [MF, fr 
Olt dial, mascardada, fr Oit maschera] 

^masquerade \i 1 to disguise oneself, also to wear a disguise 2 to assume 
the appearance of sthg that one is not - usu f as - masquerader n 
'mass /mas/ n t cap the liturgy or a celebration of the Eucharist, esp in 
Roman Catholic and Anglo-Catholic churches 2 a musical setting for the 
ordinary of the Mass [ME, fr OE marsse, modif of (assumed) VL messa, 
lit., dismissal at the end of a religious service, fr LL missa, fr L, fern of 
missus, pp of mittere to send - more at smite] 

’mass n la a quantity of matter or the form of matter that holds together 
in 1 body b(l) an (unbroken) expanse <a mountain ^ ><a ^ of^colour) 
(2) the principal part or main body (3) a total, whole - esp in in the mass 
c the property of a body that is a measure of its inertia, causes it to have 
weight in a gravitational field, and is commonly taken as a measure of the 
amount of material it contains physics 2 a large quantity, amount, 
or number - often pi with sing meaning <rAere was ^es of food Jefi) 3 
pj the body of ordinary people as contrasted with the elite [ME masse, 
fr MF, fr L massa, fr Gk maza-, akin to Ok massein to knead - more at 
mingle] > maaslew adj 

’mass vb to assemble in or collect into a mass 
’mass la of, designed for, or consisting of the mass of the people <a 
^ market) b participated in by or affecting a large number of individuals 
murder) c large scale 2 viewed as a whole; total 
Massachuaat /,masa'choohsit/ n, pi Maaaschiuets also Maaiachu- 
•etti, esp collectively Masaachuaet a member, or the Algonquian lan- 
guage, of an American Indian people of Massachusetts [Massachu.set 
Massa-ad’^hu-es-et, a locality, lit., about the big hill] 


'massacre /'masaka/ vt 1 to kill (as lO m a massacre 2 to defeat severely; 

also MANOI.F 2 - infml - massacrer Akra/ n 
’massacre n 1 the ruthless and indiscnminate killing of large numbers 
2 complete defeat or destruction [MF] 

massage /'masahj, -.sahzh/ n (an act oO kneading, rubbing, etc of the 
b(xly in order to relieve aches, tone muscles, give relaxation, etc [F, fr 
masser to ma.ssage, fr Ar massa to stroke] - massage vt, maasager n 
.mass 'defect /'deefeki/ n the difference between the mass of an isotope 
and Its mass number 

mass6 /'masi/ n a shot in billiards, snooker, etc made with a (nearly) 
vertical cue so as to dnve the cue ball in a curved path [F, fr pp of masser 
to make a masse shot, fr masse sledgehammer, fr MF mace mace] 
masseter /ma'seeta/ n a large muscle that raises the lower jaw and 
assists in chewing [NL, fr Gk maseter, fr masasthai to chew] 
masseur /ma'suh/, fern masseuse /mas'suhz/ n one who practises 
massage and physiotherapy [F, fr masser] 
massicot /‘masi.kot/ n yellow lead monoxide used esp as a pigment - 
compare iiihargc [ME masticot, fr MF massicot, masticot, fr Olt 
massicotto pottery glaze] 

massif /'maseef/ n 1 a pnncipal mountain mass 2 a mountainous block 
bounded by faults or folds and displaced as a unit [F. fr massif, adj] 
massive /'masiv/ adj la large, solid, or heavy b impressively large or 
ponderous cofa mineral not obviously crystalline 2a large or impressive 
in scope or degree b large in comparison to what is typical <a dose 
of penicillin) c extensive and severe haemorrhage) [ME massi/fe, fr 
MF massif, fr masse mass] - massively adv, massiveness n 
.mass 'media n pi broadcasting, newspapers, and other means of 
communication designed to reach targe numbers of people 
mass number n the number (of protons and neutrons in the nucleus) 
that expresses the mass of an isotope 

mass observation n, Br the study and reporting of everyday human 
behaviour, habits, and opinions 

,masS‘pro'duce /pra'dyoohs/ vt to produce (goods) in large quantities 
by standardized mechanical proces.ses [back-formation fr mass pro- 
duction] - mass production /pra'duksh(d)n/ n 

mass spectrograph n an apparatus that separates a stream of charged 
particles (e g electrons or fragments of a molecule) according to mass, usu 
with photographic recording of the data 

mass spectrometer/} an apparatus similar to a mass spectrograph but 
usu adapted for the electncal measurement of data - muss spectrometry 
Amatn/ n 

mass spectrum n the spectrum of a stream of charged particles 
produced by a mass spectrograph or mass spectrometer 
massy /'masi/ adj ma.ssive, heavy - fml 

'mast /mahsi/ n 1 a tall pole or structure rising from the keel or deck 
of a ship, esp for carrying .sails 2 a vertical pole or lattice supporting a 
radio or television aerial [ME, fr OE mtest, akin to OHG mast, L malus] 
~ before the must as an ordinary sailor, not an officer 
’mast vt to give a mast to 

’mast n beechnuts, acorns, etc accumulated on the forest floor and often 
serving as food for animals (c g pigs) [ME, fr OE msest, akin to OHG 
mast food, mast, OE mete food - more at meat] 
mastaba Amastaba/ n an Egyptian tomb that is oblong in shape with 
sloping sides and a flat roof [Ar ma^fahah stone bench] 
mastectomy /ma'stektami/ n excision or amputation of a breast [Gk 
mastos breast] 

-masted /-mahstid/ comb form (adj atif) having (such or so many) 
masts 

'master Amahsta/ n la(l) a male teacher (2) a person holding an 
academic degree higher than a bachelor’s but lower than a doctor's b 
often cap a revered religious leader c a workman qualified to teach 
apprentices <a ^ carpenter) d an artiit, performer, player, etc of 
consummate skill 2a one having control or authority over another bone 
who or that which conquers or masters, a Victor c a person qualified to 
command a merchant ship d(l) an owner, esp of a slave or animal (2) 
often cap one who directs a hunt and has pverall control of the pack of 
hounds e an employer f the male head of • household 3 cap a youth or 
boy *oo young to be called mister - used is a title 4 a presiding officer 
in an institution or society (e g a Masonic lodge) or at a function 5i a 
mechanism or device that controls the operation of another b an original 
from which copies (e g of film or gramophone records) can be made 6 
archaic Mr [ME, fr OE magister & OF maistre, both fr L magister, akin 
to L magnus great - more at much] > maiterahip n 
’master vr 1 to become master of; overcome 2a to become skilled or 
proficient in the use of b to gain a thorough understanding of 
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’master adj 1 having chief authonty, controlling 2 principal, mam <^the 
^ bedroom} 

master aircrew n rank 

,master-at-'arms n, pi masters-at-arms a petty officer responsible for 
maintaining discipline aboard ship 
master chief petty officer n ^ rank 
'master .class n a class in which an eminent musician listens to and 
corrects advanced pupils 

'masterful /-f(a)i/ adj 1 inclined to take control and dominate 2 having 
or showing the technical, artistic, or intellectual skill of a master - 
masterfully adv, masterfulness n ^ 
master gunnery sergeant n rank 
'master .key n a key designed to open several different locks 
'masterly /Ai/ adj showing supenor knowledge oi skill ['masti k ^ 
'-ly] - masterliness n 

'‘mastermind n 1 one who masterminds a project 2 a person of 
outstanding intellect 

’'mastermind vt to be the intellectual force behind (a project) 
.master of 'arts n. often cap M&A the recipient of a master’s degree, 
usu in an arts subject 

.master of 'ceremonies, fern .mistress of 'ceremonies /'mistns/ n 1 
one who determines the procedure to be observed on a state or public 
cx:casion 2 one who acts as host, esp by introducing speakers, performers, 
etc, at an event 

.master of 'science n, oHen cap MAS the recipient of a master’s degree 
in a scientific subject 

.Master of the 'Rolls n the presiding judge of the Court of Appeal 
'masterpiece n a work done with extraordinary skill, esp the supreme 
creation of a typ^* period, or person (prob trans of D meesterstuk or G 
meistcrstuck (orig, a piece of work qualifying a craftsman for the rank of 
master)] 

'master .sergeant n rank 
'master, stroke n a masterly performance or move 
mastery /'mahstjri/ n la the authonty of a master b the upper hand 
in a contest or competition 2a possession or display of great skill or 
technique b skill or knowledge that makes one master of a subject (MH 
maistne, fr OF, fr mat^tre master] 

masthead /'mahst.hed/ n 1 the top of a mast 2 the name of a newspaper 
displayed on the top of the first page 

mastic /'mastik/ n 1 an aromatic resin that exudes from mastic trees and 
IS used esp in varnishes 2 a pasty substance used as a protective coating 
or cement [ME mastik, fr L mastiche, fr Gk mastich^, akin to Gk 
mastichan] 

masticate /'mastikayt/ vt 1 to gnnd or crush (food) before swallowing, 
(as lO with the teeth, to chew 2 to soften or reduce to pulp (e g by 
crushing) vi to chew [LL masticatus, pp of masticare, fr Gk mastichan 
to gnash the teeth, akin to Gk masasthai to chew - more at moitii] - 
masticator n, masticatory /'kat(a)n/ adj or n, mastication /.mas- 
ti'kaysh(a)n/ n 

'mastic .tree n a small S European tree of the sumach family that yields 
mastic 

mastiff /'maslif/ n any of a breed of very large powerful deep-chested 
smooth-coated dogs used chiefly as guard dogs [ME mastif, modif of MF 
mastin, fr (assumed) VL manwtinus, fr L mansuetus tame, fr pp of 
mansuescere to lame, fr inanus hand suescere to accustom] 
mastitis /ma'stietas/ n inflammation of the breast or udder, usu caused 
by infection [NL] - mastitic /ma'stitik/ adj 

mastodon /’masla.don/ n any of numerous extinct mammals similar to 
the related mammoths and elephants [NL mastodont-, maatodr>n, fr Gk 
mastos breast, nipple ^ odont-, odon, odous tooth - more at i >th, fr 
the nipple-shaped projections on the molar teeth] - mastodont /-.donl/ 
adj or n. mnitodontic A'dontik/ adj 

mastoid Amastoyd/ adj or n (of. near, or being) a somewhat conical part 
of the temporal bone lying behind the ear [NL mastoides resembling a 
nipple, mastoid, fr Gk mastoeides, fr mastos breast - more at mfai] - 
mastoiditis /.mastoy'dietas/ n 

masturbation /,masta'baysh(a)n/ n stimulation of the genitals com- 
monly resulting in orgasm and accomplished by any means except sexual 
intercourse [prob fr (assumed) NL masturbation-, masturbatio, fr L 
masturbatus, pp of mast urban to masturbate] - masturbate /'mastabayt/ 
vb, masturbatory /'masta.baytan/ adj 
'mat /mat/ n la a piece of coarse usu woven, felted, or plaited fabnc (e g 
of rushes or rope) used esp as a floor covenng; also rug 1 b ixxjrmatI 
c an often decorative piece of material used to protect a surface from 
heat, moisture, etc caused by an object placed on it da large thick pad 


used as a protective surface for wrestling, tumbling, gymnastics, etc 2 
sthg made up of many intertwined or tangled strands [ME. fr OE meatte, 
fr LL matta, of Sem origin, akin to Hcb mittah bed] 

’mat vb -tt> vt 1 to provide with a mat or matting 2 to form into a tangled 
or compact mass vi to become tangled or intertwined 
’mat vt, adj, or n -tt- (to) matt 

matador /'matadaw/ n one who has the pnncipal role and who kills the 
bull in a bullfight [$p. fr matar to kill] 

'match /mach/ n la one who or that which is equal to or able to contend 
with another b a person or thing exactly like another 2 two people, 
animals, or things that go well together 3 a contest between 2 or more 
teams or individuals 4a a marriage union b a prospective partner in 
marnage [ME macche, fr OE mtecca', akin to OE macian to make - more 
at makf] 

’match \t la to be equal to (an opponent) b to set in competition, 
opposition, or companson 2a to cause to correspond mg life-style to 
income} b(l) to be, find, or provide the exact counterpart or equal of or 
for (2) to harmonize with c to provide funds complementary to 3 archaic 
to join or give in marriage ^ w 1 to be a counterpart or equal 2 to 
harmonize - matcher n 

’match n 1 a chemically prepared wick or cord formerly used in firing 
firearms or powder 2 a short slender piece of wood, cardboard, etc tipped 
with a mixture that ignites when subjected to fnction [ME macche, fr MF 
meiche] 

matchboard /'mach,bawd/ n a board with a groove cut along one edge 
and a tongue along the other so as to fit snugly with the edges of similarly 
cut boards 

'matchless /-hs/ adj having no equal - matchlessly adv 
matchlock /'mach.lok/ n (a musket with) a gunlock with a match for 
Igniting the charge 

matchmaker /'mach.mayk3/ n one who arranges marnages, also one 
who derives vicarious pleasure from contnving to arrange marnages - 
matchmaking n 

'match .play n a golf competition scored by number of holes won rather 
than strokes played - compare stroke pi ay 
‘match .point n a situation in tennis, badminton, etc in which a player 
will win the match by winning the next point 
matchstick /'mach.stik/ n 'match 2, specif one made of wood 
matchwood /'mach.wood/ n wood suitable for matches, also wood 
splinters 

'mate /mayt/ vt chlckmatf 2 [ME maten, fr MF mater, fr OF mat, n, 
checkmate, fr Ar mat (in shah mar)] 

’mate n chlckmate 1 

’mate la an associate, companion - usu in combination 
^Hatmciie'^ (jylayTnate} b an assistant to a more skilled workman 
<j}luinbcr's ^ ) c a fnend, chum - often used in familiai address, esp to 
a man by a man 2 a deck officer on a merchant ship ranking below the 
captain 3a either of a pair, eg (1) either member of a breeding pair of 
animals (2) either of 2 matched objects b a marriage partner [ME, prob 
fr MLG mat. akin to OE gemetta guest at one's table, mere food - more 
at meat] 

*mate vr l to join or fit together, couple 2a to join together as mates b 
to provide a mate for ^ n 1 to become mated igears that ^ well} 2 to 
copulate 

mBt6, mate /'matay, 'mahtay/ n 1 a tealike aromatic beverage used 
chiefly in S Amenca 2 (the leaves and shoots, used in making mate, oO 
a b American holly [F & AmerSp; F mare, fr AmerSp mate, fr Que- 
chua] 

matelot /'maitj)loh/ n. Br sailor lb - infml [F, fr MF. fr MD 
mattenoot, fr matte mat, bed -v noot c'ompanion] 
mater /'mayU/ n. chiefly Br a mother - now usu humor [L] 
materfamilias /.maytafa'mili-as/ n a female head of a household [L, 
fr mater famUias, arch gen of familia household - more at i-amiiy] 
'material /ma'tian -al/ adj la(l) of, denved from, or consisting of matter; 
esp physical (2) bodily b of matter rather than form cau.se} 2 
important, significant (.facts to the investigation} 3 of or concerned 
with physical rather than spiritual things [ME materiel, fr MF k LL; 
MF, fr LL matenalis, fr L matena matter - more at matter] - materially 
adv, materiality /md.ti9n'abti/ n 

’material n la(l) the elements, constituents, or substances of which sthg 
is composed or can be made (2) matter that has usu specified qualities 
which give it individuality (sticky ^ > b(l) data that may be worked into 
a more finished form - compare raw material (2) a person considered 
with a view to his/her potential for successful training (I don't think he's 
officer ^ > c cloth 2 pi apparatus necessary for doing or making sthg 
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ma'ter{a.lism /-,li7(3)m/ n la a theory that only physical matter is real 
and that all processes and phenomena can be explained by reference to 
matter b a doctrine that the highest values lie in material well-being and 
matenal progress 2 a preoccupation with or stress on matenal rather than 
spintual things - materialist n or adj, materialistic /-'listik/ adj 
materialize, -ise /ma'tian a,liez/ vb 1 to (cause to) have existence or 
tangibility an idea in words} 2 to (cause to) appear in or assume 
bodily form - materialization /-lie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
materiel, materiel /ma,tien'ei/ n equipment, apparatus, and supplies 
used by an organization, the arm^ forces, etc [F materiel, fr materiel, 
adj] 

maternal /ma'tuhnl/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of a mother 2 related 
through a mother (ME, fr MF matemel, fr L matemus, fr mater mother 
~ more at 'mother] ~ maternally adv 
'maternity /ma'tuhnati/ n la motherhood b motherliness 2 a hospital 
department for the care of women before and dunng childbirth 
’maternity adj designed for wear dunng pregnancy <a ^ dress'> 
'matey /mayti/ n, chiefly Br ’mate Ic - chiefly m familiar address 
Imate + *-y] 

’matey adj, chiefly Br fnendly - infml ['mate f '->] - mateyness, 
matiness n 

math /math/ n, NAm mathematics 

mathematical /.matha'matikl/ also mathematic Atik/ adj 1 of. used 
in. using, or according with mathematics 2 ngorously exact [L math- 
ematicus, fr Gk mathematikos, fr mathemat-, mathema mathematics, fr 
maathanan to learn; akin to Goth mundon to pay attention. Skt medha 
intelligence] - mathematically adv 

mathematics /.matha'matiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the science 
of numbers and their operations, interrelations, and combinations and of 
space configurations and their structure, measurement, etc 2 the math- 
ematics or mathematica[.^rations involved in a particular problem, field 
of study, etc USE —f symboi - mathematician /-ma'tish(a)n/ n 
matha /maths/ n pi but sing or pi in constr, chiefly Br mathematics 
matinee, matinee /'matinay/ n a musical or dramatic performance 
duniig the day, esp the afternoon [F matinee, lit . morning, fr OF. fr 
maUn morning, fr L matutmum, fr neut of matutinus of the morning, fr 
Matuta, goddess of morning; akin to L maturvs npe - more at 
mature] 

'matinee .Jacket n, Br a cardigan worn by babies 
matins /'matinz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr ofien cap 1 the (night) 
office forming with lauds the first of the canonical hours 2 morninc*^ 
PRAYER (ME matines, fr OF, fr LL matutinae. fr L, fern pi of matuti- 
nus] 

matr-, matri> also matro- comb form mother <matrwrcb> <matron>/jMC> 
(L matr-, main-, fr matr-, mater] 

matriarch /'maytn.ahk/ n a woman who rules a family, group, or state. 
specif a mother who is the head of her family - matriarchal adj 
'matriarchy /-ki/ n a (system oQ social organization in which the 
female is the head of the family, and descent and inheritance are traced 
through the female line 

matricide /'maytn.sied/ n (the act oO one who kills his/her mother (I. 
matricida A matnadmm, fr matr- + <ida A -cidium - more at -cide] - 
matricidal /.maytn'siedl/ adj 

matriculate /ma'tnkyoolayt/ vt to enrol as a member of a body, esp a 
college or university ^ vi (to become eligible) to be matnculated (ML 
matnculatus, pp of matnculare, fr LL matncula public roll, dim. of 
matric-, matrix list, fr L, womb] - matriculation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 
matrilineal /.matri'iini-al, ,inaytn-/ adj of or tracing descent through the 
maternal line - matriliacally adv 

matrimony /’matrimani/ n marriage 1 [ME, fr MF matremoine, fr L 
matrimonium, fr matr-, mater mother, matron - more at ‘mother] - 
matriniOBial /anatri'mohni-al/ adj, matrimooially adv 
matrix /maytriks/ n, pi matrices /-fioez/, matrixes 1 a substance, 
environment, etc within which sthg else originates or develops 2 a mould 
in which sthg is cast or from which a surface in relief (e g a piece of type) 
is made by pouring or pressing 3 the (natural) material in which sthg (e g 
a fossil, gem, or specimen for study) is embedded 4 the substance between 
the cells of a tissue that holds them together 5 a rectangular array of 
mathematical elements treated as a unit and subject to special algebraic 
laws (L, womb, fr matr-, mater] 

matron /'maytran/ o la a (dignified mature) mamed woman b a 
woman in charge of living arrangements in a school, residential home, etc 
2 Br a woman in charge of the nursing in a hospital - not now used 
technically [ME matrone, fr MF, fr L matrona, fr matr-, mater] - 
natrouly adj 


.matron of 'honour n a bnde’s principal marned wedding attendant 
matronymic /.matra'nimik/ n a metronymic [matr- ^ -onymic (as in 
patronymic)] 

'matt, mat, matte /mat/ vt to make (e g metal or colour) matt 
’matt, mat, matte adj lacking lustre or gloss, esp having an even surface 
free from shine or highlights (F mat, fr OF, defeated, fr L mattus drunk, 
akin to L madere to be wet more at meat] 

’matt, mat, matte /i 1 a bt^rder round a picture between the picture and 
frame or serving as the frame 2 a dull or roughened finish (e g on gilt or 
paint) [F mat dull colour, unpolished surface, fr mat, adj] 
matte /mat/ n a crude mixture of sulphides formed in smelting (copper, 
lead, etc) sulphide ores [F] 

'matter /'mat.V /i la a subject of interest or concern or which merits 
attention b an affair, concern {it’s no laughing c matenal (for 
treatment) in thought, discourse, or wnting d that part of a legal case 
which deals with facts rather than law e a condition (unfavourably) 
affecting a person or thing {what’s the ^ 7) 2a the substance of which 
a physical object is composed b matenal substance that occupies space 
and has mass c sth of a specified kind or for a specified purpose {mineral 
{reading ) d(l) matenal (c g faeces or unne) discharged from the 
living body (2) matenal discharged by suppuration, pus 3 the formless 
substratum of all existing things 4 a more or less definite amount or 
quantity {a - ol 10 years} (ME matere, fr OF, fr L matena matter, 
physical substance, fr mater] - as a matter of fact as it happens, actually 
- oflen used in correcting a misapprehension - for that matter so far as 
that IS concerned - no matter it does not matter, irrespective of {would 
be calm no matter what the provocation} 

’matter vi 1 to be of importance 2 to form or discharge pus 
.matter of 'course n sthg routine or to be expected as a natural 
consequence 

.matter-of-'fact adj keeping to or concerned with fact, esp not fanciful 
or imaginative matter-of-factly adv, matter-of-factness n 
mattery Amaun/ adj exuding pus, purulent 

Matthew /mathyooh/ n the 1st Gospel in the New Testament [F 
Mathieu, fr LL Matthaeus, fr Gk Matthaios, fr Hcb Mattithyah] 
matting /mating/ n matenal (e g hemp) for mats 
mattock /'matak/ n a digging tool with a head like that of a pick and 
often a blade like that of an axe or adze - compare 'pk k 1 (ME mattok, 
fr OE mattuc] ^ 

mattresa /matns/ n a fabnc casing filled with resilient matenal (e g 
foam rubber or an arrangement of coiled spnngs) used esp on a bed (ME 
matems, fr OF, fr Ar matrah place where something is thrown] 
'mature /ma'tyoos/ac// I based on careful consideration {a judgment} 
28 having completed natural growth and development, npe b having 
attained a final or desired state 38 (charactenstic) of or having a condition 
of full or adult development b older or more expcnenccd than others of 
his/her kind <a -- student} 4 due for payment {a - loan} [ME, fr L 
maturus npe, akin to L mane in the morning, manus gexxi] - maturely 
adv, matureness, maturity n 

’mature vt to bring to full development or completion v; 1 to become 
mature 2 to become due for payment - maturation /.matyoo'raysh(a)n/ 
/;, maturational adj 

matutinal /.matyoo'tienl/ adj of or occurnng in the morning - fml (LL 
matutinalis, fr L matutinus - more at ma hnel] 
matzo /matsoh/ n, pi matzoth /-soht(h)/, matzos /-sohs/ (a wafer oQ 
unleavened bread eaten esp at the Passover (Yiddish matse, fr Heb 
massah] 

maudlin /mawdiin/ adj 1 weakly and effusively sentimental 2 drunk 
enough to be emotionally silly [alter of Mary Magdalen; fr the practice 
of depicting her as a weeping, penitent sinJUer] 

'maul /mawl/ vt I esp of an animal to attack and tear the flesh of 2 to 
handle roughly (ME mallen, fr OF madherjr mat! hammer, fr L malleus; 
akin to L molere to grind - more at ’meaL] - mauler n 
’maul i? 1 a situation in Rugby Union in ifhich 1 or more players from 
each team close round the player carrying the ball,who tnes to get the ball 
out to hts own team - compare ruck 2 a confused and noisy struggle 
maulstick, mahlatick /'mawlstik/ n a stick used by painters to support 
and steady the hand while working (part Crans of D maalstok, fr obs D 
malen to paint 4 D stok stick] 

Mau Mau /'mow .mow/ n a political terrorist organization founded in 
1952 with the aim of driving Europeans out of Kenya (ongin 
unknown] 

maun /mawn/ verbal auxiliary, Scot va must (ME man, fr ON, will, 
shall] 

maunder /mawnda/ vi 1 to act or wander idly 2 to speak in a rambling 
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or indistinct manner, also, Br to grumble [prob imit] - maundcrer 
/-dara/ n 

maundy /'mawndi/ n, often cap (the distribution oO maundy money 
'maundy .money n, often cap 1st or lstA2nd M specially minted coins 
given to selected poor people by the British Sovereign in a ceremony on 
Maundy Thursday 

.Maundy Thursday n the Thursday before Easter observed in com- 
memoration of the Last Supper [ME maunde ceremony of washing the 
feel of the poor on Maundy Thursday, fr OF mande, fr L mandatum 
command, fr Jesus' words in John 13 34 - more at mandatf] 
mausoleum /.mawsa'Iee am/ n, pi mausoleums also mausolea /-‘Ice a/ 
a large and elaborate tomb [L, fr Gk mausoleion, fr Mausolos Mausolus 
t ab 353 BC, lulcr of Cana in Asia Minor] 

mauve /mohv/ n or adj bluish purple [n F. mallow, fr L malva, adj 
fr n] 

maverick /’mav(a)nk/ n I an independent and nonconformist individ- 
ual 2 NAni an unbranded range animal; esp a motherless calf [Samuel 
A Mavenck tl870 US pioneer who did not brand his calves] 
mavis /'mayvis/ n sonu ihrl'sh - chiefly poetic [ME, fr MF 
mauvis] 

mavourneen /ma'vooaneen/ n, Insh my darling [IrGael mo mhuimm, 
fr mo my ^ muimin darling] 

maw /maw/ n la an animal's stomach or crop b the throat, gullet, or 
jaws, esp of a voracious flesh-eating animal 2 sthg resembling a maw, esp 
in gaping or tending to swallow things up [ME, fr OE maga, akin to OHG 
mago stomach. Lith makas purse] 

mawkish /'mawkish/ adj 1 having an insipid often unpleasant taste 2 
sickly or feebly sentimental [ME mawke maggot, fr ON mathkr - more 
at MAGGoi] - mawkishly adv, mawkishness n 

maxi /'maksi/ i., uJ maxis a floor-length woman's coat, skirt, etc 
[max/-] 

maxi- comb form 1 extra long <maxi-.vil7rr> 2 extra large <maxi-bi/dgef,> 
[fr maximum, by analogy to minimum mini-] 
maxilla /mak'sib/ n, pi maxillae /-h/, maxillas la jaw la b (either of 
2 bones oO the upper jaw of a human or other higher vertebrate 2 any 
ol the (1 or 2 pairs oO mouthparts behind the mandibles in insects and 
other arthropods (L, dim of mala jaw] - maxillary /-bn/ adj or n 
maxim /'maksim/ n (a succinct expression oO a general truth, fundamen- 
tal principle, or rule of conduct [ME maximc, fr MF, fr Ml maxima, fr 
L, fcm of maximus, superl of magnus great - more at mi ch] 
maximal /'maksiml/ adj 1 greatest, most comprehensive 2 being an 
upper limit - maximally adv 

maximalist /'maksiml, ist/ n one who seeks to secure immediate accept- 
ance of his/her demands without compromise 

maxim ize, ise /'maksi.miez/ vt to increase to a maximum or to the 
highest possible degree - maximization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
maximum /'maksimam/ n. pi maxima /-ma/, maximums 1 the greatest 
quantity or value attainable or attained 2 the penod of highest or most 
extreme development [L, neut of maximus] - maximum adj 
maxwell /'maksw^l. -wel/ n the cgs unit of magnetic flux [James Clerk 
Maxwell tl879 Sc physicist] 

may /may/ verbal auxiliary, pres sing A pi may; past might /miet/ va la 
have permission to (you ^ go now >; have liberty to (what’s this, ^ I 
askT^ h be in some degree likely to (you be right} (the road -- well 
be closed} - compare as wfll 3 2 - used to express a wish or desire, esp 
in prayer, curse, or benediction (long he reign} 3 - used to cxpres.s 
purpose or expectation (sit here so I ^ see you better}, contingency (he U 
do his duty come what or concession (he ~ be slow but he is 
thorough}, used in questions to emphasize ironic uncertainty (and who 
— you bcT} [ME (1 & 3 sing pres indic), fr OE marg; akin to mag 
( 1 & 3 sing, pres indic) have power, am able (infinitive magan), Gk mKhas 
means, expedient] 

May n 1 the 5th month of the Gregorian calendar 2 not cap (the blossom 
oO hawthorn (ME. fr OF A L; OF mai, fr L Maws, fr Maia, Roman 
goddess] 

maya /'micV n the diverse world as perceived by the senses, held in 
Hinduism to conceaFthe unity of ab^lute being, broadly deceptive 
appearance or illusion [Skt maya] 

Maya /'mic a/ n, pi Mayas, esp collectively Maya a member or the 
language of a group of Ammcan Indian peoples inhabiting the Yucatin 
peninsula until the 15th c language [Sp] - Mayan n or adj 
mayappla /'may.apl/ n (a N Amcncan plant that bears) an edible 
egg-shaped yellow fruit [May] 
maybe /'may, bee/ adv perhaps [ME, fr (it) may be] 
maybug /may.bug/ n a cockchafer 


Mayday /'may.day/ - used for an international radiotelephone signal 
word used as a distress call [F m’aider help me] 

‘May .Day n May 1 celebrated as a springtime festival and in many 
countries as a public holiday in honour of working people 
mayest /'mayist/, mayst /mayst/ archaic pres 2 sing of may 
‘may.flower /-.flows/ n any of vanous spnng-blooming plants 
'may.fly /-.flie/ n any of an order of insects with an aquatic nymph and 
a short-lived fragile adult with membranous wings 
mayhem /'mayhem/ n 1 needless or wilful damage 2 a state of great 
confusion or disorder [ME mayme, fr AF mahaim, fr OF, loss of a limb, 
fr maynier to maim] 

maying /'maymg/ n, often cap the celebrating of May Day [ME, fr 
gerund of mayen to may, celebrate May Day] 
mayn't /maynt/ may not 

mayonnaise /.maya'nayz/ n a thick dressing (e g for salad) made with 
egg yolks, vegetable oil, and vinegar or lemon juice [F] 
mayor /mea/ n the chief executive or nominal head of a city or borough 
[ME maire, fr OF, fr L major greater - more at major] - mayoral 
/‘mearDl/ adi 

mayoralty /'mcaralti/ n the (term oO office of a mayor [ME mairaltee, 
fr MF niairalte, fr OF, fr maire] 

mayoress /'means/ n 1 the wife or hostess of a mayor 2 a female 
mayor 

maypole /'may.pohl/ n a tail nbbon-wreathed pole forming a centre for 
dances, esp on May Day 
mayst /mayst/ mayest 

'May .Week n a Cambndge university festival penod in June with boat 
races between the colleges, balls, etc -- compare eights week 
'maze /mayz/ vt, archaic to bewilder, perplex [ME mazen, prob fr 
(assumed) OE masian to confuse; perh akin to Sw masa to be slug- 
gish] 

^maze n la (a drawn representation oO a network of paths designed to 
confuse and puzzle those who attempt to walk through it b sthg 
intricately or confusingly complicated 2 archaic a state of bewilderment 
- mazy adj 

mazer /'mayza/ n a large drinking bowl ong of a hard wood [ME, fr OF 
ma/ere, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG masar gnarled excrescence on a 
tree] 

mazurka also mazourka /ma'zuhka/ n (music for, or in the rhythm oO 
a Polish folk dance in moderate triple time [F, fr Pol mazurka woman 
of province Mazovia] 

mazzerd /'maz^d/ n a (wild) sweet cherry (used as a rootstock for 
grafiiitg) [ongin unknown] 

MC n M , aER OF CIRLMONIES 

'me /mcv pron, objective case of i (looked at --■} (fatter than > (it’s 
} [ME, fr OE me, akin to OHG mih me, L me, Gk me, Skt ma) 
*me ’’ sthg suitable for me (that dress isn’t really > 

*me 17 the 3rd note of the diatonic scale in solmization [ML mi - more at 
gamut] 

mea culpa /.mayah 'koolpah/ n or interj (a formal acknowledgment) 
used to admit personal fault [L, through my fault] 

'mead /meed/ n a fermented alcoholic dnnk made of water, honey, malt, 
and yeast [ME medc, fr OE medu, akin to OHG metu mead, Gk methy 
wine. Skt madhu sweet, honey, mead] 

’mead n a meadow - archaic or poetic [ME mede, fr OE msed] 
meadow /'medoh/ n (an area of moist low-lying u$u level) grassland 
[ME medwe, fr OE nixdwe, oblique case form of maed, akin to OE mawan 
to mow - more at ’mow] 

'meadow .graaa n any of vanous grasses that thnve in moist areas 
'meadow .pipit n a common olive and white Old World pipit 
'meadow .saffron n a (lilac-flowered European) colchicum 
'meadow.sweet n a tall Eurasian plant of the rose family with 
creamy-white fragrant flowers 

meagre, NAm chiefly meager /'meega/ adj 1 having little flesh 2 
deficient in quality or quantity [ME megre, fr MF maigre, fr L macr-, 
macer lean; akin to OE maeger lean, Gk makros long] - meagrely adv, 
meagreness n 

'meal /meel, mial/ n 1 the portion of food taken or provided at 1 time 
to satisfy appetite 2 (the time oQ eating a meal [ME meel appointed time, 
meal, fr OE miel\ akin to OHG mil time. L metin to measure - more at 
measure] 

‘meal // (a product resembling, esp in texture) the usu coarsely ground 
seeds of a cereal grass or pulse (ME mele, fr OE melu\ akin to OHG melo 
meal, L molere to grind, Gk myle mill] 
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Triangles 

right-angled triangle 



isosceles triangle ^ 


Parallelograms 


square 


trapezium 



rectangle 


rhombus 



equilateral triangle 
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mealie /’mceli/ n, SAfr (an ear oO maize (Afnk miehe, fr Pg nulho 
millet, fr L milium - more at MiLLtr] 

, meals on 'wheels n a service whereby meals are brought to the 
housebound 

'meal, time n the usual time for a meal 

'mealworm n the larva of various beetles that infest gram products, esp 
one raised as food for insect-eating animals, bait for fishing, etc 
mealy /'meeli/ sdj 1 soil, dry. and crumbly 2 containing meal 3a 
covered with meal or fine granules b esp of a horse flecked with another 
colour 

'mealy.bug /-.bug/ n any of numerous scale insects with a white powdery 
covcnng that are pests, esp of fruit trees 

,mealy*'mouthed adj unwilling to speak plainly or directly, esp when 
this may offend 

'mean /meen/ adj 1 lacking distinction or eminence, merely ordinary or 
infenor <a man of ^ estate^ (no ^ feat} 2 of poor shabby infcnur 
quality or status 3 not honourable or worthy; base, esp small-minded 4a 
not generous b characterized by petty malice, spitef^ul c chieHy NAm 
particularly bad-tempered, unpleasant, or disagreeable d excellent, 
impressive - infml (blows a - trumpet - Globe A Mail (Toronto)) [ME 
mene, fr imene, fr OE gemxnc, akin to OHG gimewi common, L 
communis common, munus service, gift] - meanly adv, meanness n 
’mean vb meant /ment/ vt 1 to have m mind as a purpose, intend (she 
^ t no offence} (I to leave soon} 2 to serve or intend to convey, 
produce, or indicate, signify (red s danger} (this action will -- war} 

3 to intend for a particular use or purpose (it is ^t to relieve pain} (I 
It as a warning} 4 to have significance or importance to the extent 
or degree of (health ^ s everything} ^ vi to have an intended purpose - 
chiefly in to mean well/ill [ME menen, fr OE mxnan, akin to OHG 
meinen to have in mind, OSlav meniti to mention] - 1 mean - used to 
introduce and emphasize a clause or sentence or when hesitating (it 
wasn't too bad 1 mean it didn't even hurt} - mean business to he in 
earnest 

’mean n la a middle point between extremes b a value that lies within 
a range of values and^is computed according to a prescribed law; esp 
ARITHMETIC MEAN -Jj STATISTICS 2 pi but swg or pi in constr that 
which enables a desired purpose to be achieved: also the method used to 
attain an end 3 pi resources available for disposal, esp wealth (a man of 
^s> [ME mene, fr MF meien, fr meien, adj] 

^aan adj 1 occupying a middle position, intermediate in space, order, 
time, kind, or degree 2 being the mean of a set of values <'^ temperature} i 
[ME mene, fr MF meien, fr L medianus - more at median] 

'meander /mi'anda/ n a turn or winding of a stream - usu pi 
nF,OGRAPHY [L maeander, fr Gk maiandros, fr Maiandros (now Men- 
deres), nver in Asia Minor] 

^meander vi 1 to follow a winding course 2 to wander aimlessly without 
urgent destination 

mean free path n the average distance travelled in a gas by a molecule 
between collisions with other molecules 

meanie /'meem/ n a narrow-minded or ungenerous person - infml 
['mean ^ -le] 

'meaning /"meening/ n 1 that which is conveyed or which one intends 
to convey, esp by language 2 significant quality, value (this has no ^ in 
law} 3 implication of a hidden or special significance (a glance full of ^ > 
- meanin^l adj, meaningfully adv, meaningfulness n, meaningless adj, 
nicaainglessly adv, meaninglessness n 
^meaning adj significant, expressive - meaningly adv 
'meana ,tett n an examination into shy's financial state to determine 
his/her eligibility for public assistance, for a student grant, etc 
'mean .sun n a fictitious sun used for timekeeping that moves at a 
constant rate along the celestial equator 

meant /ment/ adj, past o/mlan Br expected, supposed (to get a mature 
student’s place .you are ^ to have a minimum of five Odevels ~ 
Observer Magazine} [fr pp of 'mean] 

'meantime /'meen.ticm/ n the intervening time </n the ^ > [*mean] 
*meafitime adv meanwhile 

'mean .time n time that is based on the motion of the mean sun and that 
has the mean solar second as its unit 
'meanwhile /'meen.wiel/ n the meantime 

^meanwhile adv Idunng the intervening time 2 dunng the same penod 
down on the farm} 

meaelee /meezlz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 (German measles or 
another disease similar to) an infectious virus disease marked by a rash 
of distinct red arcular spots 2 infestation with larval tapeworms, esp in 
' pigs or pork [(1) ME meseles, pi of mesel measles, spot characteristic of 


measles, alter (influenced by mesel leper) of masel, akin to MD mase/ spot 
characteristic of measles. Sc prob to OHG masar gnarled excrescence on 
tree -more at mazfr, (2) ME mese/ infested with tapeworms, lit , leprous, 
fr OF, fr ML misellus leper, fr L, wretch, fr misellus, dim. of miser 
miserable] 

measly /'meczli/ adj 1 infected with measles 2 containing larval 
tapeworms < ^ pork} 3 contemptibly small, also worthless - infml 
'measure /'mezha/ n la(l) an appropnate or due portion (had their -- 
of luck} (2) a (moderate) extent, amount, or degree (a ^ of respectabih 
ity} (3) a fixed, suitable, or conceivable limit (wisdom beyond ^} b(l) 
the dimensions, capacity, or amount of sthg ascertained by measunng (2) 
the character, natuie, or capacity of sby or sthg ascertained by assessment 

- esp in get the measure of (3) the width of a full line of type c a measured 
quantity (a - of whisky} (short ^} 2a an instrument or utensil for 
measunng b(l) a standard or unit of measurement (the metre is a ^ of 
length} (2) a system of standard units of measure (metne ^ > (liquid ^ } 

iiNii 3a a (slow and stately) dance b(l) poetic rhythm measured 
by quantity or accent, specif 1 (2) musical lime c(l) the notes 

and rests that form a bar of music (2) a metneal unit, Kxir 4 4 an exact 
divis(^r or factor of a quantity 5 a basis or standard of companson 6a a 
step planned or taken to achieve an end <ive must take ro improve 
sales} b a proposed legislative act < ^ s to combat unemployment) [ME 
mesure, fr OF, fr L mensura, fr mensus, pp of metm to measure, akin to 
OE mxth mea-surc, Gk metron metre, measure, Skt mati he measures] 
^measure vt 1 to chcnise or control with cautious restraint, regulate d 
his words to suit the occasion} 2 to take or allot in measured amounts 

- usu t out ( ~ out 60g of flour > 3 to mark off by making mea.siiremcnts 

- often + off 4 to ascertain the measurements of 5 to estimate or appraise 

by a entenon - usu ‘ against or by 6 to serve as a measure of (a 
thermometer s temperature} ^ vi 1 to take or make a measurement 2 
to have a specified measurement < 211 from end to end) - measurable 

adj, measurably adv 

'measured adj 1 rhythmical, esp slow and regular 2 carefully thought 
out (a — remark} - mea.suredly adv 
'measureless /-lis/ adj having no observable limit, immeasurable 
'measurement Amant/ n 1 measunng 2 a figure, extent, or amount 
obtained by measuring 3 mpasi'RI 2b 

measure up vi to have necessary or fit^g qualifications often 
4 to 

'measuring .worm /'me/harmg/ n an inchworm 
meat /meet/ n la food, esp solid fixid as distinguished from drink b the 
edible pan of sthg as distinguished from a husk, shell, or other covering 

2 animal tissue used as food, esp n fsh 2 3 the core or essence of 

sthg 4 archaic a meal; esp dinner [ME mete, fr OE, akin to OHG rnaz 
food, L madere to be wet. Gk madaros wet. mastos breast, Skt madati he 
IS drunk] 

meatus /mi'aytas/ n, pi meatuses, meatus (the opening on the outside oO 
a natural body pa.s.sage [LL, fr L, going, passage, fr meatus, pp of meare 
to go - more at plrmeate] 

meaty /'mceti/ adj 1 full of meat, fleshy 2 nch in matter for thought 

3 of or like meat - meatiness n 

mecca /'meka/ n, often cap a place regarded a.s a goal (by a specified 
group of people) [Mecca, city m Saudi Arabia, birthplace of Muhammad 
and holy city of Islam] 

Meccano /mi’kahnoh/ trademark - used for a toy construction set, esp 
of perforated stnps of metal or plastic 

mechanic /mi'kamk/ n a skilled worker who repairs or maintains 
machinery (a motor - } [prob fr MF mechaniquc, mecantque, adj k n, 
fr I, mechanicus, fr Gk mechanikos, fr mechane machine - more at 
machine] 

mt'chanical /-kl/ adj la of or using machinery b made, operated by, 
or being a machine or machinery 2 done is if by machine, lacking in 
spontaneity 3 of, dealing with, or in accordjjince with (the pnnciples oO 
mechanics energy} ( ^ engineering} 4 &used by or being a physical 
as opposed to a chemical process - mechaaically adv 
mechanical advantage n the ratio of the force that performs the 
useful work of a machine to the force that is applied to the machine 
mechanical drawing n (a) drawing done with the aid of instru- 
ments 

mechanician /,mekd'nish(3)n/ n a mechanic or machinist 
mechanida /mi'kaniks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the physics and 
mathematics of (the eftect on moving and stationary bodies oO energy and 
forces 2 the practical application of mechanics to the design, construc- 
tion, or operation of machines or tools 3 mechanical or functional 
details 
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mechanism /'mekoniz(3)m/ n la a piece of machinery b a process or 
technique for achieving a result 2 mechanical operation or action 3 a 
theory that all natural processes are mechanically determined and can be 
explained by the laws of physics and chemistry 4 the physical or chemical 
processes involved in a natural phenomenon (c g an action, reaction, or 
biological evolution) [LL mechAntsma contrivance, fr Gk mcchane] - 
mechanist n, mechanistic /.meka'nistik/ adj, mechanistically adv 
mechan ize, 'ise /'mekamez/ vt 1 to make mechanical or automatic 2a 
to equip with machinery, esp in order to replace human or animal labour 
b to equip with (armed and armoured) motor vehicles • mechanization 
/-'7aysh(3)n/ n 

meconium /mi'kohm am/ n a dark greenish mass that accumulates in 
the bowels during foetal life and is discharged shortly after birth [L, lit , 
poppy juice, fr Gk mekomon, fr mekon poppy; akin to OHG mago 
poppy] 

medal /'medl/ n a piece of metal with a (stamped) design, emblem, 
tnscnption, etc that commemorates a person or event or is awarded for 
excellence or achievement [MF mcdailh, fr 01 1 medagUa com worth half 
a denarius, medal, fr (assumed) VL medahs half, fr LL mediahs middle, 
fr L medius - more at mid] - medalllc /mi'dalik/ adj 
medallion /mi'dalyan/ n 1 a large medal 2 a decorative tablet, panel, 
etc, often beanng a figure or portrait in relief (F m^aillon, fr It 
medaglione, aug of medaglia] 

'medallist, NAm chiefly medalist /-ist/ 1 a designer, engraver, or maker 
of medals 2 a recipient of a (specified) medal as an award 
'medal .play n strokl pi ay 

meddle /'medi/ vb meddling /'medling, 'medl ing/ to interest oneself in 
what IS not one’s concern, interfere unduly - usu f in or with [ME 
medlen, fr OF mesler. medler, fr (assumed) VL misculare, fr L miscerc 
to mix - more at mix] - meddler n, meddlesome /'medl sam/ adj 
Mede /meed/ n a native or inhabitant of ancient Media in Persia [ME, 
fr L Medus, fr Gk M^os] 

'media /'meedi a/ n, pi mediae /-di.ce/ the middle muscular part of the 
wall of a blood or lymph vessel [NL, fr L, fern of medius middle] 
'media pi of mldium 
mediaeval /.medi'ecvl/ adj medieval 

medial /'meedi al/ adf being, occurring m, or extending towards the 
middle, median [LL mediahs, fr L med/us] > medially adv 
'median /'meedi an/ n 1 a median vein, nerve, etc 2 a value in a senes 
above and below which there are an equal number of values 
STATISTICS 3 a line from a vertex of a tnangle to the midpoint of the 
opposite side 

'median adj 1 in the middle or in an intermediate position 2 lying in the 
plane that divides an animal into nght and left halves [MF or L, MF, fr 
I medianus, fr medius middle - more at mid] 
mediant /'mcedi ant/ n the )rd note of a diatonic scale [It mediante, fr 
LL mediant-, medians, prp of mediare to be in the middle] 
mediastinum /.meedi a'stienam/ n, pi mediastina /-na/ (the contents or 
walls oO the space in the chest between the covenngs of the lungs, 
containing all the chest organs except the lungs [NL. fr L, neut of 
mediastinus medial, fr medius] ~ mediastinal adj 
'mediate /'mecdi at/ adj acting through an intervening agent or agency 
[ME, fr LL mediatus intermediate, fr pp of mediare] - mediacy /-di asi/ 
n, mediately adv 

'mediate /'meedi,ayt/ w to intervene between parties in order to reconcile 
them ^vt 1 to bnng about (a settlement) by mediation 2a to act as 
intermediary agent in or between b to transmit or effect by acting as an 
intermediate mechanism or agency [ML mediatus, pp of mediare, fr LL, 
to be in the middle, fr L medius middle - more at mid] - Bf4iator n, 
mediatory /diat( 3 )n/ adj, mediatlve /-diativ/ adj, mt'diation 
/,mecdi'aysh(a)n/ n 
'medic /'medik/ n a medick 

'medic n a medical doctor or student - infml [L medicus] 
medicable /’mcdikabl/ adj curable, remediable [L medicahilis, fr medi- 
care to heal] 

'medical /'medikl/ adj 1 of or concerned with physicians or the practice 
of medicine 2 requiring or devoted to medical treatment [F or LL; F 
medical, fr LL medicahs, fr L amdicus physician, fr meden to heal, akin 
to Av v\-mad- healer. A perh to L meditan to meditate] - medically 
adv 

'medical /'medikl/, medical examination n an examination to determine 
sby's physical fitness 

mcidicament /mi'dikomant/ n medicine 1 

medicare /'medi.kca/ n comprehensive medical insurance, esp for the 


aged, sponsored by the US and Canadian governments [blend of medical 
and care] 

medicate /’medikayt/ W 1 to treat medicinally 2 to impregnate with 
a medicinal substance <^d soap) [L medicatus, pp of medicare to heal, 
fr medicus] - medication /,medi‘kaysh(a)n/ n 

medicinal /m3'dis(3)nl/ n or adj (a substance) tending or used to cure 
disease or relieve pain - medicinally adv 

medicine /'medasin/ /i 1 a substance or preparation used (as iO m 
treating disease 2 the science and art of the maintenance of health and 
the prevention and treatment of disease (using nonsurgical methods) 
[ME, fr OF, fr L medicina, fr fern of medicinus of a physician, fr 
medicus] 

'medicine .ball n a heavy ball that is usu thrown between people for 
exercise 

'medicine .man n a healer or sorcerer, esp among the N Amencan 
Indians - compare witch docior 

medick, medic /'medik/ n any of a genus of leguminous plants that 
includes lucerne [ME medike, fr L medica, fr Gk m^ike, fr fern of 
medikos Median, fr Media Media, ancient country of Persian empire] 
medico /'medikoh/ n, pi medicos ^medic - infml [It medico or Sp 
medico, both fr L medicus] 

medico- co/nb form medical (jmedicopsychologyy, medical and <medico- 
legaf) [NL, fr L medicus] 

medieval, mediaeval /.medi'eevi/ adj of or like the Middle Ages [L 
medius middle v aevum age - more at 'aye] - medievalism n, medievalist 
n, medievally adv 

Medieval Latin n liturgical and literary Latin of the 7th-lSth c 
mediocre /.meedi’ohkd/ adj 1 neither good nor bad, mdifferent, esp 
conspicuously lacking distinction or imagination 2 not good enough; 
fairly bad [MF, fr L mediocris, lit , halfway up a mountain, fr medius t 
oens stony mountain, akin to L acer sharp - more at edge] - mediocrity 
/.meedi'okrati/ n 

meditate /'meditayt/ vt to focus one’s thoughts on. consider or plan in 
the mind ^ vi 1 to engage in deep or senous reflection 2 to empty the 
mind of thoughts and fix the attention on 1 matter, esp as a religious 
exercise [L meditatus, pp of meditan - more at mete] - meditator n, 
meditative /-tdtiv/ adj. meditatively adv, meditation /jnedi ' 
'taysh(»)n/ n 

Mediterranean /.medita'raynydn, -ni-an/ adj 1 of or charactenstic of 
(the region round) the Mediterranean sea 2 of or resembling a physical 
type of the Caucasian race charactcnzcd by medium or short stature, 
slender build, and dark complexion [Mediterranean Sea. between Europe 
A Afnca, fr L mediterraneus inland, landlocked, fr medius -*■ terra 
land] 

'medium ^meedi am/ n, pi mediums, media /-di-a/, {2b(2)) media, (2e) 
mediums, (lb) media also mediums 1 (sihg in) a middle position or state 
2 a means of effecting or conveying sthg. eg a(l) a substance regarded 
as the means of transmission of a force or effect <«rr is the that conveys 
sound} (2) a surrounding or enveloping substance; esp matrix 3 b(l) a 
channel of communication (2) pi but sing or pi in constr mass media c 
a mode of artistic expression or communication (^discovered his true ^ 
as a water} d an intermediary, go-between e one through whom others 
seek to communicate with the spints of the dead f a matenal or technical 
means of artistic expression (found watercolour a satisfying ^ > 3a a 
condition or environment in which sthg may function or flourish b a 
nutnent for the artificial cultivation of bacteria and other (single-celled) 
organisms c a liquid with which dry pigment can be mixed [L, fr neut 
of medius midvtle - more at mid] 

'medium adj iniermedtate in amount, quality, position, or degree 
'medium .wave n a band of radio waves, typically used for sound 
broadcasting, covering wavelengths between about 180m and 600m - 
sometimes pi with sing, meaning 

medlar /'medb/ n (a small Eurasian tree of the rose family that bears) 
a fruit like a crab apple used in preserves [ME medeler, fr MF meslter, 
medlier, fr mesle, medle medlar fruit, fr L mespilum, fr Gk mesfalon] 
medley /'medli/ n 1 a (confused) mixture 2 a musical composition ma^ 
up of a senes of songs or short musical pieces [ME medle, fr MF medlee, 
fr fern of medle, pp of medler to mix - more at meddle] 
medulla /mi'dub/ n, pi (7) medullae /-li/, (2) medullas also meduUae la 
marrow 1 b medulla oblongata 2a the inner or deep part of an 
animal or plant structure (the adrenal ^ > b the myelin sheath that 
surrounds some nerves [L] 

me.dulla oblon'gata /oblong'gahta/ n, pi medulla oMougatas, medul- 
lae oblongatae /-ti/ the (pyramid-shaped) part of the brain of vertebrates 
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Lamb 

Frozen lamb from New 
Zealand is available all year 
round in Britain. Home- 
produced lamb IS sold fresh 
in early summer. Mutton is 
meat from the more mature 
sheep and has a coarser and 
fattier texture. 

best end neck 
cutlet 


middle neck 


saddle 



kidney 


Pork 

Pork should be moist and 
pink • It 18 sold all year 
round. Fillet or tenderloin is 
taken from a larger pig than 
most butchers use and may 
not always be available. 
Pork steak is taken from the 
chump and leg 


spare nb 


rolled breast 

loin chop 


chump chop 



Bacon and ham 

Ham IS cured in a different 
way from bacon, though 
shoulder bacon is often sold 
as ham True ham consists 
of the gammon only Bacon 
IS cured by salting and may 
also be smoked. 


top back rashers 


corner gammon 



collar 


streaky rashers 



meat <e^ 


poiterhouse^fiT^jTs^j,^ 

fore wing rib 

\ t ^ Y V \ \ ^ ' 1 ' -bone steak \ 

Nj;' \\''jf1 /^?^\ 


entrecote stedk 







chuck J 


rolled brisket 




'^a \ i I 



Cuts of meat from each 
animal vary from country to 
country and are subject to 
variation within Britain. Beef 
should be dark red in colour 
with a layer of creamy 
yellow fat Joints which are 
to be roasted may require 
extra fat to keep the meat 
moist as It IS cooking 







./rr^ 




middle neck 



best end 
cutlets 



best end of net, 


loin chop 
of I.a(,k - 


Veal IS a pale soft meat 
which requires careful 
cooking to prevent it from 
becoming too dry 


escalopes 


Ij 






rolled breast n ' 





H knuckle 



mod 
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whose back part merges with the spinal cord [NL, lit . oblong 
medulla] 

medullary /mi'dubn/ adj 1 of or located in a medulla, esp the medulla 
oblongata 2 of or located in the pith of a plant 
me.dullary 'ray n a wedge of tissue that is composed of parenchyma 
cells, joins the vascular bundles in the stems of many plants, and connects 
the pith with the cortex 

medullated /'med(3)l,aytid, mi'dul-/ adj myelinated 
medusa /mi'dyoohza/ n. pi mednsse /*zi/. medusas a (small hydrozoan) 
jellyfish [NL, fr Medusa, one of the 3 Oorgons with snakes for hair, fr 
L. fr Gk Medousa, fr the resemblance of some species to a head with 
snake-like curls] - medusan adj or n, medusoid /-zoyd/ adj 
meek /meek/ adj 1 patient and without resentment 2 lacking spmt and 
courage; timid [ME. of Scand ongin, akin to ON mjukr gentle; akin to 
L mucus nasal mucus] - meekly adv. meekness n 
meerkat /'mia,kat/ n any of several small (Icsh-eating S Afncan mam- 
mals related to the mongooses [Afnk, fr D, a kind of monkey, fr MD 
meercatte monkey, fr meer sea * catte cat; fr the fact that monkeys came 
to Europe from overseas] 

meerschaum /'miasham/ n 1 hydrated magnesium silicate occurring, 
chiefly in Asia Minor, as a white clayey mineral and used esp for tobacco 
pipes 2 a tobacco pipe with a bowl made of meerschaum [G, fr meer sea 
schaum foam] 

'meet /meet/ vb met /met/ vt la to come into the presence of by accident 
or design b to be present to greet the amvai of <met the London trainy 
c to come into contact or conjunction with (^where the nver the sea} 
d to appear to the perception of (hazy sunshine the eye} 2 to 
encounter as antagonist or foe 3 to answer, esp in opposition (his speech 
was met by hud catcalls} 4 to conform to, esp exactly and precisely, 
satisfy (this should ^ your requirements} 5 to pay fully <'^ the cost} 
6 to become acquainted with 7 to experience dunng the course of sthg 
<met his death dunng the war} vi 1 to come together a from different 
directions b for a common purpose c as contestants, opponents, or 
enemies 2 to join at a fastening (the waistcoat won't - ) 3 to become 
acquainted [ME meten. fr OE metan, akin to OHG muoz meeting, Arm 
matcim I approach] - meet someone halfway to make concessions to. 
compromise with 

*meet n the assembling of participants for a hunt or for competitive 
sports 

*meet adj suitable, proper - fml [ME mete, fr OE gemxtr, akin to OE 
metan to mete] - meetly adv ^ 

meeting /'meeting/ n 1 a coming together; e g a an assembly of people 
for a common purpose b a session of horse or greyhound racing 2 a 
permanent organizational unit of the Quakers 3 an intersection, junc- 
tion 

‘meeting.house n a building used for Protestant worship 
mega- /mega-/, meg- comb form la great, large (megidith} (megaspore} 
b having (a specified partJjjf large size imegacephahe} 2 million (10*) 
/megawarr) (megohm} physic’s [Gk, fr megas large - more at 
much] 

megabit /mega, bit/ n a unit of computer information a equal to 
1,000,000 bits b equal to 2^ bits 

'mega, byte /-.biet/ n a unit of computer storage a equal to 1 ,000,000 
bytes b equal to 2^” bytes 
'mega, cycle /',siekl/ n a megahertz 

'mega,death /',deth/ n one million deaths - used as a unit esp in 
reference to atomic warfare 

'mega,hertz /',huhts/ n a unit of frequency equal to 1,(XX).0QQ hertz 
[ISV] * 

megal- /meg(3)l-/, megalo- comb form 1 large; of giant size 
(megalopolis} (megaloblast} 2 grandiose (megalomania} [NL, fr Gk. fr 
megal-, megas - more at much] 

megalith /megalith/ n a huge undressed block of stone used in prehis- 
toric monuments - megallthlc /.mega'hthik/ adj 
megalomania /.meg(a)b'mayny a/ n 1 a mania for grandiose things 2 
feehngs of personal omnipotence and grandeur occurring as a delusional 
mental disorder - compare supcriorify complex [NL] - megalomaniac 
/-ni-ak/ adj or n, me^omaniacal /-ma'nie-akl/ adj 
,mega'lopolls /.meg(a)ropalis/ n 1 a very large city 2 a densely 
populated urban region embracing 1 or several metropolises - niega- 
lopolltan /-b'polit(a)n/ n or adj 

megaphone /meg3.fohn/ n a hand-held device used to amplify or direct 
the voice - megaphonlc /.mega'fomk/ adj 
'mega, ton /-tun/ n an explosive force (of an atom or hydrogen bomb) 
equivalent to that of 1,(XX),(XX) tons of TNT 


'megrim /meegram/ n 1 migraine 2 vertigo, dizziness - usu pi with sing 
meaning [ME migreime, fr MF migraine] 

’megrim n any of several small flounders or other flatfishes [ongin 
unknown] 

meiosis /mie'ohsis/ n, pi meioses /-,seez/ 1 understatement 2 a special- 
ized cellular process of division in gamete-producing cells by which 1 of 
each pair of chromosomes passes to each resulting gametic cell which thus 
has half the number of chromosomes of the onginal cell - compare 
Miiosis [NL, fr Gk meiosis diminution, fr meioun to dimmish, fr meion 
less - more at minor] - meiotic /-'otik/ adj, meiotically adv 
Meissen /'mies(3)n/ n a type of European hard-paste porcelain devel- 
oped in the 18th c at Meissen near Dresden 

melamine /mebmin. -.rneen/ n (an organic compound used esp to 
make) a melamine resin or a derived plastic [G melamm] 

.melamine 'resin n any of various plastics used esp in moulded products 
and coatings 

melan-, melano- comb form 1 black, dark <melanm> 2 melanin 
<melanoid> (melanocyre) [ME, fr MF, fr LL. fr Gk, fr melan-, melas - 
more at mullet] 

melancholia /.mebn'kohli'S/ n feelings of extreme depression and 
worthlessness occurring as an abnormal mental condition [NL, fr LL. 
melancholy] - melancholiac /-'koli.ak/ n 
'melancholy /'mebnksli, -koli/ n la (a tendency to) irascibility or 
depression, melancholia b blai'K bh f 2a depression of mind or spirits 
b a sad pensive mood [ME malencolie, fr MF melancolie, fr LL melan- 
cholia, fr Gk. fr melan- < chole bile - more at 'uai i ] ~ melancholic 
/-'kolik/ adj or n, melancholically adv 
’melancholy adj 1 depressed in spints, dejected 2 causing, tending to 
cause, or expressing sadness or depression 

Melanesian /,meb'neezh(y)an, -/y.m/ n 1 a member of the dominant 
indigenous group of Melanesia 2 a language group consisting of the 
Austronesian languages of Melanesia langiaot [Melanesia, 

island group in Pacific, fr Gk melas ^ nesos island] - Melanesian ad/ 
melange /maylonhzh (Fr melcii.x)/ n a mixture (of incongruous 
elements) [F, fr MF, fr mesler, mcler to mix more at middif] 
melanin /mebnm/ n a dark brown or black animal and plant pigment 
(c g of skin or hair) 

melanism /mcb,mz(3)m/ n an increased. amount of (nearly) black 
pigmentation of skin, feathers, hair, etc melanic /mi'lanik/ adj 
melan-ize /'mebniez/, -Ise vt 1 to convert into or increase the amount 
of melanin in 2 to make dark or black - melanizationV.mcb^ 
nic'zaysh(a)n/ n 

melanocyte-stimulating hormone /mi'lanasiet, 'mebnoh-/ n a 
hormone of the pituitary gland in vertebrates that produces darkening of 
the .skin - compare mei a tonin 

melanoma /.meb'nohma/ n, pi melanomas also melanomata /-m9i;»/ a 
usu malignant tumour, esp of the skin, containing dark pigment [NL] 
melanophore /mi'bnoh.faw, 'mebnoh-/ n a melanin-containing 
chromatophore, esp of fishes, amphibians, and reptiles 
melanosis /.meb'nohsis/ n the (abnormal) deposition of pigments, esp 
melanin, m the tissues of the body [NL] •- melanotic /.meb'notik/ adj 
melatonin /.meb'tohnin/ n a hormone of the pineal gland in vertebrates 
that produces lightening of the skin - compare melanocytf- 
STiMUi,ATiNO HORMONF [prob fr mc/anocyte » serotonin] 

.Melba 'toast /'melbo/ n very thin crisp toast [Dame Nellie Melba 
tl931 Austr operatic soprano] 

'meld /meld/ vb to declare (a card or combination of cards) for a score 
in a card game, esp by placing face up on the table [G melden to 
announce, fr OHG mcldon, akin to OE meldian to announce, OSlav moliti 
to ask for] 

’meld n a card or combination of cards that is or can be melded 
mdl6e, melee /melay/ n a confused or riotous struggle; esp a general 
hand-to-hand fight [F melee, fr OF meslee, fr mesler to mix - more at 
mfj>dle] 

melic /melik/ adj, of poetry intended to be sung [L melicus, fr Gk 
mehkos, fr melos song > more at melody] 

melilOt /'melilot/ n any of a genus of leguminous plants widely cultivated 
to enrch the soil and for hay [ME melliloU fr MF melilot, fr L meJilotos, 
fr Gk liteliJotos, fr meJi honey l lotos clover, lotus - more at melliflu- 
ous] 

mellorat# /meeli-a,rayt/ vb to ameliorate [LL meUoratus, pp of meli- 
orare, fr L melior better; akin to L multus much, Gk mala very] - 
meliorative /-rativ/ adj, melioration /.meeli-3'raysh(3)n/ n 
mellama /ma'lizma/ n, pi mellamatn /-mata/ a group of notes or tones 
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sung on 1 syllabic, csp in plainsong [NL, fr Gk, song, mehxly, fr mebzem 
to sing, fr mdos song] - melismatic /.meliz'matik/ adj 
melliferous /ma'hfaras/ adj producing or yielding honey [L meWfer, fr 
mell-, mel 4 -fer -ferous] 

mellifluous /ma'lifloo'as/, mellifluent /-ant/ adj smoothly or sweetly 
flowing <a voice} [LL melUnuus, fr L melb, me! honey ^ Puere to 
flow; akin to Goth mibth honey, Gk mebt~. rneli] - mellifluously, 
mellifluently adv, mellifluousness, mellifluence n 
mellophone /'mcla.fohn/ n a circular valvcd brass instrument with a 
range similar to that of the French horn [mellow + -phone] 
Mellotron /'mcb.tron/ trademark • used for an electronic keyboard 
instrument in which the sound source is a prerecorded tape 
mellow /'meloh/ adj U of a fruit tender and sweet because npe b of a 
wine well aged and pleasingly mild 2a made gentle by age or expenence 
b nch and full but free from harshness lighting} c pleasantly 
intoxicated [ME melowe] - mellow vb, mellowly adv, mellowness n 
melodeon, melodion /ma'lohdi an/ n a reed organ in which the air is 
drawn through the reeds by suction bellows [G melodion, fr melodic 
melody, fr OF] 

melodic /ma'lodik/ adj 1 of or forming melody 2 mekxlious - melodi- 
cally adv 

melodious /ma'lohdi-as/ adj of or producing (a pleasing) melody - 
melodiously adv, melodiousness n 

melodist /'meladist/ n 1 a singer 2 a composer of melodies 
melodrama /’mels.drahma/ n la a work (e g a film or play) character^ 
i/cd by crude emotional appeal and by the predominance of plot and 
action over characterization b the dramatic genre compnsing such works 
2 sensational or sensationalized events or behaviour [modif of F melo- 
drame, fr Gk me/o$ 4 F drame drama, fr LL drama] - melodramatic 
/.meladra'maok/ adj, melodramatically adv, melodramatist /.meb - 
dramatist/ n, melodramatize /,meloh'drama.ticz. -'drahmaV vt 
melodramatics /,mcl 3 dr,Vmatiks/ n pi mfi odrama 2 
melody /'meladi/ n 1 an agreeable succession or arrangement of sounds 
2a a rhythmic succession of single notes organized as an aesthetic whole 
b the chief part in a harmonic composition [ME melodic, fr OF. fr LL 
melodia, ft Gk meloidia chanting, music, fr melos limb, musical phrase, 
song (akin to Bret mell joint) t aeidein to sing - more at odf] 
melon /'mebn/ n (any of various plants of the cucumber family having) 
a fruit (e g a watermelon) containing sweet edible flesh and usu eaten raw 
[ME. fr MF, fr LL melon-, meto, short for L melopepon-, melopepo, fr 
Gk melopepon, fr melon apple pepon, an edible gourd - more at 
flimpkin] 

'melt /melt/ \i 1 to become altered from a solid to a liquid stale, usu by 
heating 2a to dissolve, disintegrate (food that ^s m the mouth/ b to 
disappear as if by dissolving (his anger ^ cd> 3 to be or become mild, 
tender, or gentle 4 to lose distinct outline, blend (tried to ^ into the 
background} - vt 1 to reduce from a solid to a liquid state, usu by heating 
2 to cause to disappear or disperse 3 to make tender or gentle [ME 
melten, fr OE mcltan, akin to L mollis soft, molere to gnnd - more at 
’mkal] - meltable adj, meltingly adv 
’melt n la molten matenal b the mass melted at a single operation 2 (the 
period oO melting or being melted (the nver overPowed dunng the 
Spring -> 

’melt n the spleen, esp when used as food [ME milte, fr OE, akin to OHG 
miltzi spleen] 

'melting ,point /'melting/ n the temperature at which a solid melts 
'melting ,pot n a place, a situation, or the result of mixing diverse ideas, 
peoples, traditions, etc 

'meltwater n water from the melting of (glacial) ice or snow 
member /’memba/ n 1 a part or organ of the body e g a a lim“ H the 
penis - euph 2 a an individual or unit belonging to or forming part of a 
group or organization b oPen cap one who is entitled to sit in a legislative 
body, esp a member of Parliament 3a a constituent part of a whole b a 
beam or similar (load-beanng) structure, csp in a building c either of the 
expressions on either side of a mathematical equation or inequality [ME 
membre, fr OF, fr L membrum; akin to Goth mtmz flesh, Gk meros thigh. 
mwtnx membrane, Skt mamsa flesh] 

'membership /-ship/ n sing or pi in constr the body of members (an 
organization with a large - > [member + -ship] 
membrane /'membrayn/ n a thin pliable sheet or layer, esp in an animal 
or plant [L membrana skin, parchment, fr membrum] - membranoua 
/'branas/ adj 

memento /ma'mentoh/ n, pi menentoa, mementoes sthg (e g a souvenir) 
that serves as a reminder of past events, people, etc [ME, fr L, remember, 
imper of memtnisse to remember, akin to L ment-, mens mind] 


me.mento 'mori /'mawn/ n, pi memento mori a reminder of mortality, 
esp a death’s-head [L, remember that you must die] 
memo /'memoh/ n, pi memos a memorandum 
memoir /memwah/ n la a narrative wntten from personal expenence 
b an autobiography - usu pi with sing, meaning c a biography 2 a learned 
essay on a particular topic USE (laAlc) often pi with sing, meaning [F 
memoire, lit , memory, fr L memona] - memoirist n 
memorabilia /.mcm( 3 )r 3 'bili 3 / n pi (records oO memorable events [L, 
fr neut pi of memorabilis] 

memorable /'mem( 3 )rabl/ adj worth remembenng, nouble [ME, fr L 
memorabilis, fr memorare to remind, mention, fr men\qr mindful] ~ 
memorability /.mem( 3 )r 3 'bibti/ n, memorably adv 
memorandum /.mema'randdm/ n. pi memorandums, memoranda /-do/ 

1 an often unsigned informal record or communication, also a wntten 
reminder 2 a document recording the terms of an agreement, the 
formation of a company, etc 3 a usu bnef communication for internal 
circulation (e g within an ofTice) [ME, fr L, neut of memorandus to be 
remembered, gerundive of memorare] 

'memorial /mo'mawn ol/ adj serving to commemorate a person or event 
[memory 4 '-al] - memorially adv, memorialize /-liez/ vt 
’memorial n 1 sthg, esp a monument, that commemorates a person or 
event 2 a histoncal record - often pi 

memor ize, -ise /'memanez/ vt to commit to memory, learn by heart - 
memorizable adj, memorization /.mcmanc'zaysh(a)n/ n 
memory /'mem(a)n/ n 1 (the power or process of recalling or realizing) 
the store of things learned and retained from an organism's expenence 
(£ood visual —y 2 commemorative remembrance (a statue in — of the 
hero} 3a (the object oO recall or recollection (had no — of the 
incident} (leP many happy memoncs) b (posthumous) image or 
impression (his — will stay with us} c the time within which past events 
can be or are remembered 4 (the capacity oQ a device in which informa- 
tion, csp for a computer, can be inserted, stored, and extracted when 
wanted 5 a capacity of a metal, plastic, etc for retaining effects as the 
result of past treatment, or for returning to a former condition [ME 
memone fr MF memoire, fr L memona, fr memor mindful; akin to OE 
mimonan to remember, L mora delay, Gk mermera care, Skt smarati he 
remembers] 

memsahib /'mem.sah hib/ n a white foreign woman of high social status 
living in India, broadly any woman of rank in India [Hindi memsahib, 
fr £ ma 'am + Hindi Mhib sahib, fr Ar sahib fnend, lord] 
men /men/ pi of man 

men-, meno- comb form menstruation (menorrhagia} [NL, fr Gk men 
month - more at moon] 

'menacf 'menis/ /i 1 a show of intention to inflict harm; a threat 2 a 
a source o* danger b a person who causes annoyance [ME, fr MF, fr L 
minacia, fr minac-, mmax threatening, fr minan to threaten - more at 
'mount] 

’menace vb to threaten or show intent to harm - menacingly adv 
manage /me'nahzh, '-/ n a household [F, fr OF mesnage dwelling, fr 
(assumed) VL mansionaticum, fr L mansion-, mansio mansion] 
.manage d troia /ah trwah/ n a relationship in which 3 people, esp a 
marned couple and the lover of 1, live together [F, lit., household for 
three] 

menagerie /ma'najan/ n a place where animals are kept and trained, esp 
for exhibition; also a zoo [F menagene, fr MF, management of a 
household or farm, fr menage] 

menarche/'menahki/ n (the onset of the menstrual function marked by) 
the first menstnial penod [NL, fr men- ■* Gk arche beginning] - 
menarcheal /.menoh'kee-al/ adj 

'mend /mend/ vt 1 to improve or rectify (- one's ways} (attempt to — 
matters} 2a to restore to sound condition or working order, repair b to 
restore to health, cure -vi 1 to undergo improvement 2 to improve in 
health; also to heal [ME menden, short for amenden - more at amend] 
- mendable adj, mender n 

’mend n a mended place or part - on the mend improving, esp in 
health 

mendacity /men'dasati/ n (sthg marked by) untruthfulness - fml [LL 
mendacitas, fr L mendac-, mendax lying, false - more at amend) - 
mendacioua /-'dayshas/ adj, mendadoiiBly adv 
mendelevium ^enda'leeviom/ n an artificially produced radioactive 
metallic element — ^ periodic table [NL,fr DmitnMefide/eev’*’1907 
Russ chemist] 

Mendelian /men'deeli-an/ adj of or according with the genetic principle 
that genes occur in pairs, each gamete receives 1 member of each pair, and 
that an organism thus has 1 gene of each pair randomly selected from each 
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of its parents [Gregor Mendel tl884 Austnan botanist] - Mendelian n. 
Mendeliain n 

mtndicant /'mendikant/ n 1 beggar 1 2 often cap a fnar living off 
alms [L mendicant-, mendicans, prp of mendicare to beg. fr mendicus 
beggar - more at amend] - mendicant adj, mendicancy, mendicity 
/men'disati/ n 

menfolk /'men.fohk/ n pi in constr 1 men in general 2 the men of a 
family or community 

menhir /menhia/ n a single upright roughly-shaped monolith, usu of 
prehistoric origin [F, fr Bret, fr men stone (akin to W maen stone. Com 
men) ^ hir long; akin to OIr sir long. L serus late - more at since] 
'meniel /'meenyal. -ni-al/ adj 1 of servants, lowly 2a degrading; also 
servile b lacking in interest or status <a bonng ^ job') [ME meyntal, fr 
meynie household, retinue, fr OF mesnie, fr (assumed) VL mansionata, 
fr L mansion-, mansio dwelling] - menially adv 
*meniel n a domestic servant or retainer 

Md'nidre't di,seese /ma'nyeaz/ n recurrent attacks of dizziness, 
nnging in the ears, and deafness occurnng as a disorder of the inner ear 
[Emile A Meniw tI905 F physician] 

mening-, meningo- also meningi« comb form meninges <meningfri5>: 
meninges and (meningoencephalitis') [NL, fr mening-, meninx] 
meninges /ma'ninjeez/ pi of meninx - meningeal /-ji al/ adj 
meningitis /.menin'jietas/ n bacterial, fungal, or viral inflammation of 
the meninges [NL] - meningitic /-‘jitik/ adj 

meninx /'meningks, 'mee-/ n. pi meninges /ma'ninjeez/ any of the 3 
membranes (the dura mater, pia mater, and arachnoid) that envelop the 
brain and spinal cord - usu pi [NL. fr Gk mening-. meninx membrane, 
akin to L membrana membrane] 

meniscus /ma'niskas/ n, pi menisci /-‘nisie/ also meniscuses 1 a 
crescent-shaped body or figure 2 a lens that is concave on one side and 
convex on the other 3 the curved concave or convex upper surface of a 
column of liquid (NL. fr Gk mentskos, fr dim of mene moon, crescent 
- more at moon] 

Mennonite /'mcnaniet/ n a member of any of vanous Protestant groups 
derived from the Anabaptist movement in Holland and charactenzed by 
cont;regational autonomy and rejection of military service [G Mennonit, 
fr Menno Simons tl36l Fnsian religious reformer] 
msno- - see men- 

msnopauss /'mena.pawz/ n (the time oO the natural cessation of 
menstruation occurnng usu between the ages of 45 and 50 [F menopause, 
fr meno- men- -h pause] - menopauaal /.mena'pawzi/ adj , 

msnorah /mi'nawra/ n a many-branched candelabrum used in Jewish 
worship [Heb minorah candlestick] 

menorrhagia /.menaw'rayjya/ n abnormally profuse menstrual flow 
[NL] - menorrhagic /-na'rajik/ adj 
manorrhoaa /mena'na/ n normal menstrual flow [NL] 
manaea /'menseez/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the menstrual flow [L. 
lit., months, pi of mensts month - more at moon] 

Manahavik /menshavik/ n a member of the less radical wing of the 
Russian Social Democratic party before and dunng the Russian Revol- 
ution [Russ men‘shevik, fr men'she less, fr their forming the minonty 
group of the party] - Menahevism n, Menshevist n 
mana raa /.menz 'ree-a/ n criminal intent [NL, lit., guilty mind] 
'man'a .room n, chiefly NAm a men's toilet 
manatruation /,menstroo'aysh(a)n/ n the discharging of blood, 
secretions, and tissue debns from the uterus that recurs in nonpregnant 
primate females of breedin g age at approximately monthly intervals, also 
a single occurrence of this reproduction [LL menstruati% pp of 
menstruari to menstruate, fr L menstrua menses, fr neut pi of menstruus 
monthly, fr mensis] - menstmous adj, menstruate /-stroo,ayt/ vi, men- 
strnal /mcnstroo(a)l/ adj 

manatruum /'menstroo-am/ n, pi menstrunms, menstrua /-stroo a/ a 
solvent - used in alchemy [ML, lit., menses, alter, of L menstrua; fr the 
comparison made by alchemists of a base metal in a solvent undergoing 
transmutation into gold with an ovum in the womb being (supposedly) 
transformed by menstrual blood] 

manauration /,mcnsha'raysh(a)n/ n 1 measurement 2 geometry 
applied to the compuution of lengths, areas, or volumes [LL mensura- 
tion-, mensurado, fr mensuratus, pp of mensurare to measure, fr mensura 
measure] - BMasaraUe /'mensharabl/ atH, mensural adj 
-mant Amont/ suffix {vb -* n) la concrete result, object, or agent of a 
(specified) action (embankmaiX') (entanghmeni) b concrete means or 
instrument of a (specified) action (entertainmeni) 2a action; process 
(eadnlementy (devdopanaii) b place of a (specified) action (encamp- 


ment) [ME, fr OF, fr L -mentum, akin to L -men, suffix denoting 
concrete result, Gk -mat-, -ma] 

mantal /’mentl/ adj la of the mind or its activity health) ('^ 
pmcesses) b of intellectual as contrasted with emotional or physical 
activity ability) (a -- age of 3) c (performed or experienced) in the 
mind anthmetic) anguish) 2 of. being, or (intended for the care 
of people) suffering from a psychiatric disorder (a ^ patient) (^ illness) 
3 crazy; also stupid - infml [ME, fr MF, fr LL mentalis, fr L ment-, mens 
mind - more at mind] - mentally adv 
.mental de'fective n one who is mentally deficient 
.mental de'ficiency n failure in development of the mind resulting in 
a need for continuing parental or institutional care 
'mental.iam /-,iz(3)m/ n a doctnne that only individual minds and their 
subjective states are real - mentalist / ist/ n 

mentality /men'ubti/ n 1 mental power or capacity, intelligence 2 a 
mode of thought, mental disposition or outlook 
mentation /men'tayshfajn/ n mental activity - fml [L ment-, mens * 

E -ation] 

menthol /'menthol/ n an alcohol that occurs esp in mint oils and has the 
smell and cooling properties of peppermint [G, denv of L mentha mint] 

- mentholated Atha.laytid/ adj 

'mention /’menshfajn/ n 1 a bnef reference to sthg, a pa.ssing remark 2 
a formal citation for outstanding achievement [MF. mencioun, fr OF 
mention, fr L mention-, mentio, fr ment-, mens] 

^mention vt to make mention of. refer to; also to cite for outstanding 
achievement - mentionable adj 

mentor /mentaw/ n a wise and trusted adviser [Mentor, tutor of 
Odysseus' son Telemachus in Homer’s Odyssey, fr L. fr Gk Mentor] 
menu /'menyooh/ n, pi menus (a list oO the dishes that may be ordered 
(e g in a restaurant) or that are to be served (e g at a banquet) [F. fr menu 
small, detailed, fr L minutus minute (adj)] 
meow /mee'ow/ vi or n (to) miaow [imit] 

Mephittopheles /.mefisHofalccz/ n a diabolical or fiendish person [G. 
name for the devil in vanous versions of the Faust legend] - Mephisto- 
phelean /-fistd'feeli-on/, Mephistophelian adj 
-mer comb form (- n) I sthg that is (a specified type) of polymer or 
isomer (tautomer) 2 sthg that has (such or so many) parts (pentomer) 
[ISV, fr Gk meros part - more at merit] - merism comb form ( - n), 
merous comb form ( -* adj) ^ 

mercantile /’muhkdnticl/ adj 1 of or concerned with merchants or 
trading <‘^ law) 2 of mercantilism [F. fr It, fr mercantc merchant, fr 
L mercant-, mercans, fr prp of mercan to trade - more at market] 
mercantilism /'muhk3iitl,i7(9)m, -,tiel,iz(a)m/ n an economic system 
first prominent in the 17th c that was intended to increase the power and 
wealth of a nation by stnet governmental regulation of the national 
economy - mercantilist n or adj 

mercapt-, mercapto- comb fonn containing the -SH group in the 
molecular structure /mercaptopunne) [ISV, fr mercaptan] 
mercaptan /muh'kaptan/ n any of vanous (organic) compounds anal- 
ogous to alcohols but containing sulphur in place of oxygen [G. fr Dan. 
fr ML mercunum captans, lit., sei/.ing mercury] 

Mercator's projection /muh'kaytaz/ n a map projection showing the 
lines of longitude as parallel evenly-spaced straight lines and the lines of 
latitude as parallel straight lines whose distance from each other increases 
with their distance from the equator [Gerhardus Mercator (Gerhard 
Kremer) tl594 Flcm geographer] 

'mercenary /'muhs(a)nn/ n a hired soldier in foreign service [ME, fr L 
mercenanus, fr merced-, merces wages - more at mercy] 
'mercenary adj 1 serving merely for (financial) reward 2 hired for 
service in the army of a foreign country - iqcrcenariness n, mercenarily 
/.muhso'neorali/ adv 

mercer /'muhsa/ n, Br a dealer in (fine quality) textile fabnes [ME, fr 
OF mercier merchant, fr mers merchandise.'fr L mere-, merx - more at 
market] - mercery n 

mercer*ize, -iie /'muh.sa.riez/ vt to give (e g cotton or fabnes) lustre and 
strength by chemical treatment [John Meroer tl866 E calico printer] - 
mercerizatfon /,muhsarie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
'merchandiae /'muhchan.dies/ n 1 the commodities that are bought 
and sold in commerce 2 wares for sale (ME marchaundise, fr OF 
marcheandise, fr marcheant] 

'merchandiae /'muhchan.diez/ vb to buy and sell in business; trade (in) 

- oierchandiaer n 

'merchant /"muhehant/ ii 1 a wholesaler; also, chiefly NAm a shop- 
keeper 2 a person who is given to a specified activity - chiefly derog (a 
spdd ) [ME marchant, fr OF marcheant, fr (assumed) VL mercatant-, 
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mcrcalam, fr prp of mcrcatare to trade, fr L mercatus, pp of mercan - 
more at market] 

^merchant adj of or used in commerce, esp of a merchant navy 
merchantabi* /muhchantabl/ adj marketable, salable 
.merchant 'bank n a firm of private bankers that handle bills of 
exchange and guarantee new issues of securities - merchant banker n 
'merchantman /-man/ n, pJ merchantmen /-man/ a ship used in 
commerce 

.merchant ma'rine n, chiefly NAm merchant navy 
.merchant 'navy n, Br (the personnel oO the privately or publicly 
owned commercial ships of a nation 

mercur*, mercuro* comb foim mercury (mercurous) (mercunc) (fSV, 
fr mercury] 

'mercurial /muh'kyooan al/ adj I of or bom under the planet Mercury 
2 having qualities of eloquence, ingenuity, or thievishness attributed to 
Mercury 3 charactenzed by rapid and unpredictable changes of mood 4 
of, containing, or caused by mercury - mercurially adv 
^mercurial n a drug or chemical containing mercury 
.mercurous 'chloride /mubhyaras/ n an insoluble compound for- 
merly used as a purgative 

mercury /’muhkyoon/ n 1 a heavy silver-white poisonous univalent or 
bivalent metallic element that is li^id at ordinary temperatures and used 
in thermometers, barometers, etc -.T periodic table 2 cap the planet 
nearest the sun -7^ astronomy, symbol [ME mercune, fr ML mer- 
cunus, fr L Mercunus Mercury, god of commerce, travel, etc (fr mere-, 
merx), Sl the planet Mercury] - mercuric adj, mercurous adj 
mercy /'muhsi/ n 1 compassion or forbearance shown esp to an offender 
2a an act of divine compassion, a blessing b a fortunate circumstance <it 
was a ^ they found her before she froze} 3 compassionate treatment of 
those in disirvi. [ME, fr OF merci, fr ML merced-. merccs, fr L, pnee 
paid, wages, fr mere-, merx merchandise - more at market ] - merciful 
adj, mercifully adv, mercifulness n, merciless adj, mercilessly adv. merci- 
lessness n - at the mercy of wholly in the power of. with no way to protect 
oneself against 

'mercy .killing n euthanasia 

'mercy .seat n 1 the gold plate resting on the ancient Jewish ark 
according to the account in Exodus 2 the throne of GckI 
'mere /mia/ n a (small) lake (ME, fr OE - more at marine] 

’mere adj being what is specified and nothing else: nothing more than <^a 
child} [ME, fr L merus pure, unmixed - more at morn] - merely 
adv 

mere 3 n a ceremonial Maon hand weapon made of bone or greenstone 
[Maon] 

-mere /-mia/ comb form ( - n) part, segment (Wasromerc^ [F -mere, 
fr Gk meros part - more at merit] 

meretricious /.mera'tnshas/ adj 1 tawdniy and falsely attractive 2 
based on pretence or insincenty, specious [L meretncius, fr meretne-, 
meretnx prostitute, fr mcrere to earn - more at merit] - meretriciously 
adv, meretriciousness n 

merganser /muh'gansa/ n any of vanous usu crested fish-eatmg and 
diving sawbill ducks [NL. fr L mergus, a waterfowl (fr mergere) « anser 
goose ~ more at ooose] 

merge /muhj/ vb 1 to (cause to) combine or unite 2 to blend or (cause 
to) come together gradually without abrupt change [L mergere to dip, 
plunge; akin to Skt majjati he dives] - mergence n 
merger /'muhja/ n 1 the absorption of an estate, contract, or interest in 
another - used in law 2 a combining or combination, esp of 2 organiza- 
tions (e g business concerns) [merge + -er (as in waiver)] 
meridian /ma'ndi-an/ n 1 a great circle passing through the poles of the 
celestial sphere and the zenith of a given place 2 a high ,>nnt, esp of 
success or greatness 3 (a representation on a map or globe ol; a circle on 
the surface of the earth or other celestial body, passing through both poles 
[ME, fr MF mendien, fr mendien of noon, fr L mendianus, fr mendies 
noon, south, irreg fr medius mid f dies day - more at mid, deity] - 
meridian a^j 

maridional /ma'ndi-anl/ adj 1 of, characteristic of. or (being people) 
situated in the south, esp of France 2 of a meridian [ME, fr MF 
meridioneJ, fr IX mendionaUs, irreg fr L mendies] - meridional n, 
meridionally adv 

meringue /ma'rang/ n (a small cake, cream-filled shell, etc made with) 
a mixture of stiffly beaten egg whites and sugar baked until ensp [F] 
merino /mo'reenoh/ n, pi merinos 1 (any oO a breed of fine-woolled 
white orig Spanish sheep 2 a soft wool or wool and cotton clothing fabnc 
resembling cashmere 3 a fine wool and cotton yam used for hosiery and 
knitwear [Sp] 


meristem /menstem/ n a plant tissue that is the major area of growth 
and IS made up of small cells capable of dividing indefinitely [Gk menstos 
divided (fr merizein to divide, fr meros) ^ E -cm (as in system)] - 
meristematic /ma.nsta'matik/ adj, meriftematically adv 
'merit /'ment/ n la the quality of deserving well or ill (payment by ^} 
bapraiseworthy quality, virtue c worth, excellence 2 spintual credit held 
to be earned by performance of nghteous acts and to ensure future benefits 
3 pi the intnnsic rights and wrongs of a (legal) case [ME, fr OF mente, 
fr L mentum, fr neut of mentus, pp of merere to deserve, earn, akin to 
Gk meros part. L memor mindful - more at memory] 

’merit vt to be worthy of or entitled to 

meritocracy /.men'tokrasi/ n (a social system based on) leadership by 
the talented ['merit + -o- ♦ -cracy] - meritocratic /-ta’kratik/ adj 
meritorious /.men'tawn-as/ adj deserving of reward or honour [ME, 
fr ML mentonus, fr L, that bnngs in money, fr mentus] - meritoriously 
adv, meritorionsness n 

merlin /'muhlin/ n a small N Amencan and European falcon with 
pointed wings [ME menloun, fr AF menlun, fr OF esmeriJIon, aug of 
esmenJ, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG sminl merlin] 
merlon /muhbn/ n am^f the solid intervals between indentations of a 
battlemented parapet church [F. fr It merlone, aug of merlo 
battlement, fr ML meniJus, fr L, blackbird] 

mermaid /'muh.mayd/, masc merman /-.man/ n, pi masc mermen 
/-.men/ a mythical sea creature usu represented with a woman's body to 
the waist and a fish’s tail [ME mermaide, fr mere sea, lake + maide 
maid] 

.mermaid's 'purse n the leathery egg case of the skate or a related 
fish 

Merovingian /.mcroh'vmji an/ n or adj (a member) of the first Frankish 
dynasty reigning from about ad SOO to 751 [F merovmgien, fr ML 
Merovingi Merovingians, fr Merovaeus Merowig t4S8 Frankish founder 
of the dynasty] 

merriment /'menmant/ n lighthearted gaiety or fun 
merry /'men/ adj 1 full of gaiety or high spints 2 marked by festivity 
3 slightly drunk, tipsy - infml [ME mery, fr OE myrge, merge, akin to 
OHG murg short - more at 'brief] - merrily adv, merriness n 
'merry-go-, round n a fairground machine with seats, offen shaped like 
horses, that revolve about a fixed centre 
'merry, making n gay or festive activity - merrymaker n 
mes-, meso- comb form 1 mid, in the middle (Mesolithic} 2 intermediate 
(e g in size or type) (mesomorph} (meson} [L, fr Gk, fr mesos - more 
at mid] 

mesa /^maysa/ n a usu isolated hill, esp in SW USA, with steeply .sloping 
sKli?> and a level top [Sp, lit , table, fr L menu] 
m6salliance /me'zah dns/ n a marnage with sby of inferior social 
position [F, fr m^- mis- ^ alliance] 

mescal /me'skal/ n 1 a small cactus with rounded stems covered with 
mescaline-containing jointed protuberances used as a halluanogen, esp 
among the Mexican Indians 2 (a usu colourless Mexican spint made esp 
from) the maguey plant [Sp mezcal mescal, fr Nahuatl mexcaJli mescal 
liquor] 

me'seal .button n any of the dned disc-shaped tops of the mescal 
mescaline /'meskahn, -leen/ n a hallucinogenic alkaloid found in mescal 
buttons 

mesdames /may'dam/ pi of madam or of madame or of mrs 
mesdemoiselles /.maydamwah'zel/ pi of mademoiselle 
mesembryanthemum /.mczembn'anthimam, im,zembn-/ n any of a 
genus of chiefly S Afncan fleshy-leaved herbaceous plants or undershrubs 
[NL, genus name, fr Gk mesembna midday (fr mes- + hemcra day) + 
anthemon flower, fr anthos - more at anthology] 
mesencephalon /,mesen'sef(3)ion/ n the midbrain [NL] - meseaoe- 
phalic /-si'falik/ adj 

mesentery /'mcz(a)n,ten, 'mes-/ n any of several membranous double 
folds of the peritoneum of vertebrates, that envelop the intestines and 
connected organs and join them with the rear wall of the abdominal cavity 
[NL mesentenum, fr MF & Gk; MF mesenrere, fr Gk mesentenoa, fr 
mes- + enteron intestine - more at inter-] - mesenteric /.mez(a)n'tenk, 
.mes-/ adj 

'mash /mesh/ n 1 an open space in a net, network, etc 2a the cords, wires, 
etc that make up a net; network 1 (wire ) b a woven, knitted, or 
knotted fabnc with evenly spaced small holes 3s an interlocking or 
intertwining arrangement or construction b a web, snare - usu pi with 
sing, meaning 4 working contact (e g of the teeth of gears) <in ^ > [prob 
fr obs D maeschc, akin to OHG masca mesh. Lith mazgos knot] 
’mash vt 1 to catch or entangle (as iO in the openings of a net 2 to cause 
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to engage ^ v; 1 esp of gears to be in or come into mesh 2 to fit or work 
together properly or successfully 

mesial /'meeziol/ adj (m or directed towards the) middle; esp, of a plane 
dividing an animal into right and left halves [mes- ^ •ial\ - meaially 
adv 

mesio- /meeaaoh-, mecsioh-/ comb form mesial and <mesio- 
distal) (jmesiobvccaf} [mes/al + -o-] 

mesmerism /'mczma,nz( 3 )m/ n hypnotism [F A Mesmer tl815 Aus- 
trian physician & hypnotist] - mesmerist n, mesmeric /mez'menk/ adj 
mesmer ize, -ise /mezmanez/ vt 1 to hypnotize 2 to fascinate, nvet 
- mesmerizer n 
meso* - see mes- 

mesoblast /'meeza, blast, 'mesoh-/ n (the embryonic cells that give nse 
to) mesoderm - mesoblastic /.meeza'blastik, .mesoh-/ adj 
'meso.derm /-.duhm/ n (tissue denved from) the middle of the 3 
primary germ layers of an embryo that is the source of bone, muscle, 
connective tissue, and the inner layer of the skin in (he adult - compare 
ENDODFRM, ECTODERM 2 [ISV] - mesodeimal /-'duhml/. mesodermic 
/-mik/ adj 

Mesolithic /.mesoh'Iithik/ adj or n (of or being) a transitional period of 
the Stone Age between the Palaeolithic and the Neolithic [ISV] 
mesomorphic Amesoh'mawHk/ adj having a muscular body build 
[mesoderm -morphic; fr the predominance in such types of structures 
developed from the mesoderm] - mesomorphism, mesomorph 
/mesoh, mawf/ n, mesomorphy n 

meson /meezon/ n any of a group of unstable elementary particles 
including the pions and kaons that are bosons and have a mass between 
that of an electron and a proton [ISV mes- -t- ^-on] - meaonic /mee'zonik, 
mi-, -'so-/ adj 

mesophyll /mesoh, fil/ n the parenchymatous tissue between the epider- 
mal surface layers of a foliage leaf [NL mesophyllum, fr mes- v Gk 
phyllon leaf - more at blade] - mesophyllic /-Tilik/ adj, mesophyllous 
adj 

‘meso,phyte /-.fiet/ n a plant that grows under medium conditions of 
moisture [ISV] • mesoph^ic /-Titik/ adj 

'meso, sphere /-.sfia/ n a layer of the upper atmosphere which extends 
from the top of the stratosphere to an altitude of about 80km (about 50mi) 
and in which photochemical reactions take place - mesospheric /-'sfenk/ 
adj 

,mesotheli'ome /-theeli'ohma/ n, pi mesotheliomas, mesotheliomata 
/-mata/ a tumour of the lining of the pentoneum, lungs, heart, etc, often 
occurring after prolonged contact with blue asbestos dust [NL, fr 
mesothelwm epithelium denved from mesoderm, fr mes- 4 epi- 
thelium] 

Mssozoic /.mezoh'zoh ik/ adj or n (of or being) an era of geological 
history that extends from the end of the Permian to the Tertiary 

EVOLUTION 

mesqulte /me'skeet/ n a spiny leguminous tree or shrub that forms 
extensive thickets in the SW USA and Mexico and bears sugar-rich pods 
used as a livestock feed [Sp, fr Nahuatl mizquitl] 

'mPM /mes/ n 1 a prepared dish of soft or liquid food; also a usu 
unappetizing mixture of ingredients eaten together 2 a(l) sing or pi m 
constr a group of people (e g servicemen or servicewomen) who regularly 
take their meals together ( 2 ) a meal so taken h a place where meals are 
regularly served to a group (.the officers' 3a a confused, dirty, or 
offensive sute or condition b a disordered situation resulting from 
misunderstanding, blundering, or misconduct [ME mes, fr OF, fr LL 
missus course at a meal, fr missus, pp of mittere to put, fr L, to send - 
more at smite] 

’mess vt 1 to take meals with a mess 2 to make a mess 3a to dabble, potter 
b to handle or play with sthg, esp carelessly c to interfere, meddle USE 
(J) often + about or around 

mMS about vb, chiefly Br vi la to waste time b to work according to 
one’s whim or mood <me 8 sing about in boats} 2 to conduct an affair with 
<me 88 ing about with someone else*s husband} ^vt io treat roughly or 
without due consideration (he shouldn't mess the men about too much, 
they know their job - The Lorry Driver} 

maaaage /mesij/ n 1 a communication in writing, in speech, or by 
signals 2 a messenger’s errand or function 3 a central theme or idea 
intended to inspire, urge, warn, enlighten, advise, etc [ME, fr OF, fr ML 
misaaticum, fr L missus, pp of mittere] 

maaaangar /mesinja/ n one who bears a message or does an errand: e g 
a a dispatch bearer in government or military service b an employee who 
carries messages [ME messangere, fr OF messagier, fr message] 
niMMng^r RNA n an RNA that carries the code for the synthesis of 


a particular protein and acts as a template for its formation - compare 

1RANSFER RNA 

mesalah /ma'sie-a/ n 1 often cap a the expected king and deliverer of 
the Jews b Jesus 2 a professed leader of some cause [Heb mashialf Sl 
Aram mishiha, lit , anointed] - messiahship n 
messianic /.mesi'amk/ adj 1 of a messiah 2 marked by idealistic 
enthusiasm for a cherished cause 3 of a time of blessedness and peace 
associated with the Jewish and Chnstian concept of the end of the world 
[(assumed) NL messianicus, fr LL Messtas ^ L -anicus (as in romanicus 
Romanic)] - mesaianism /m 3 'sic- 3 ,niz( 3 )m, 'mesio, niz( 3 )m/ n 
Messias /ma'sieos/ n messiah 1 [ME, fr LL, fr Gk, fr Aram 
m^hiha] 

Messidor /mesidaw (Fr mesidsir)/ n the lOth month of the French 
Revolutionary calendar, corresponding to 20June-19 July [F, fr L messis 
harvest + Gk doron gift] 

messieurs /mcsyiih, 'mesaz (Fr nirsj 0 )/ pi of monsieur 
'mess .jacket n a short fitted man's jacket reaching to the waist and 
worn as part of a uniform on formal occasions in the mess 
'mess ,kit n a compact kit of cooking and eating utensils for soldiers, 
campers, etc 

'mess.mate /-.mayt/ n a member of a (ship's) mess 
Messrs /'mesa// pi of mr < - Jones, Brown, and Robinson} 
messuage /meswij/ n a dwelling house with its outbuildings and land 
[ME, fr AF, prob alter of OF mesnage - more at menaoe] 
mess up vt to make a mess of, spoil -- infml 

messy /mesi/ adj 1 marked by confusion, disorder, or dirt 2 lacking 
neatness or precision; slovenly 3 unpleasantly or trymgly difficult to 
conclude - messily adv, messiness n 

mestiza /me'steeza/, masc mestizo /-zoh/ n, pi mestizas, masc mestizos 
a person of mixed European and Amencan Indian ancestry [Sp, fern of 
mestizo mixed, fr LL mixticius, fr L mixtus, pp of miscere to mix ■ more 
at Mix] 

'met /met/ past of meet 
*met adj meteorological (the ~ office forecast} 
meta- /meta-/, met- prefix la situated behind or beyond 
(metacarpus} (metagalaxy} b later or more highly organized or special- 
ized form of (metaxylem} 2 change, transformation (meta- 
morphosis} (metabolism) 3 more comprehgj^ive, transcending, of a 
higher or second order (metapsychology / - used with the name of a 
discipline to designate a new but related discipline designed to deal 
cntically with the original one (metalanguage) 4a related to (metalde- 
hyde} b involving substitution at 2 positions m the benzene nng that are 
separated by 1 carbon atom - compare ortho-, para- [NL & ML, fr L 
or Ok; L, change, fr Gk, among, with, after, change, frmeta among, with, 
after, akin to OE mid, mith with, OHG mit] 
metabolism /ma’tabl,iz(a)m/ n all the processes (by which a specified 
substance i$ dealt with) in the building up and destruction of living tissue, 
specif the chemical changes in living cells by which energy is provided and 
new matenal is assimilated [ISV, fr Gk metabole change, fr metaballein 
to change, fr meta- i ballet n to throw - more at devil] - metabolize vb, 
metabolic /.meO'bolik/ adj 

metabolite /ma'tabl.iet/ n \ a product of metabolism 2 a substance 
essential to the metabolism of a particular organism or to a particular 
metabolic process 

metacarpel /.mcta'kahpl/ n a metacarpal bone anatomy 
.meta'carpue /-'kahpas/ n the part of the hand or forefoot between the 
wnst and fingers or the ankle and toes [NL] - metacarpal adj 
'meta, centre /-fienta/ n the point of intersection of the vertical line 
through the centre of buoyancy of a floating body with the vertical line 
through the new centre of buoyancy when the body is displaced (e g by 
being heeled over) - mctacentric /-'sentnk/ adj or n 
.meta'genesla /-'jenasis/ n alternaeiom of generations [NL] - 
metagenetic /-ja'netik/ adj, metagenetically adv 
metal /metl/ n 1 any of vanous opaque, fusible, ductile, and typically 
lustrous substances (e g iron, copper, or mercury), esp chemical elements, 
that are good conductors of electneity and heat, form positive ions by loss 
of electrons, and yield basic oxides and hydroxides 2 glass in its molten 
state 2 either of the heraldic coloun gold or silver 4 chiefly Br road 
METAL [ME, fr OF, fr L metallum mine, metal, fr Gk metallon] ~ 
metalllfcroiis /.metfifaras/ adj 

matalangbage /meta,lang gwij/ n a language used to talk about 
language 

metalled /metid/, NAm chiefly metaled adj, chiefly Br, of a road 
covered with a surface of broken stones 
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metallic /mi'talik/ adj 1 of, containing, like, or being (a) metal 2 
yielding metal 3 having an acnd quality - metallically adv 
metaIMze, ‘ise, NAm also metallze /'metl-iez/ vt to treat, combine, or 
coat with a metal - metallization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
metallography /.metrograH/ n the study of the (microscopic) structure 
of metals [F metallographie, fr L metallum 4 F -graphic -graphy] - 
metallographer n, meUQlographic /mi.tala'grank/ adj, metallographically 
adv 

'metalloid /'metl oyd/ n an element (e g arsenic) having some properties 
of typical metals and some properties of typical nonmetals 
^metalloid also metalloidal /.metl'oydl/ adj 1 resembling a metal 2 of or 
being a metalloid 

metallurgy /ma'tabji, 'metl.uhji/ n the science and technology of metals 
[NL metallurgia, fr Gk metallon + NL -urgta -urgy] ~ metallurgist n. 
metallurgical /.metruhjikl/ adj, metallurgically adv 
'metal, work A.wuhk/ n the craft or product of shaping things out of 
metal - metalworker n 

metamere /'meta.mia/ n a somite [ISV] - metameric A'menk/ adj, 
metamerically adv, metamerism /m3'tama,nz(9)m/ n 
metamorphic /.meta'mawfik/ adj 1 of or involving metamorphosis 2 
of a rock of or produced by metamorphism - metamorphicaily adv 
metamorphism /,mctd'mawfiz(3)m/ n a change in rock effected esp by 
heat and pressure and resulting m a more compact and crystalline 
structure 

metamorphose /meta'mawfohz, . vt la to change into a different 
physical form b to change stnkingly the appearance or character of, 
transform 2 to cause (rock) to undergo metamorphism ^ vi to undergo 
metamorphosis [prob fr MF metamorphoscr, fr metamorphose metamor- 
phosis. fr I mct^mf^rphosis] 

.meta'morphosis /-'mawbsis/ n. pi metamorphoses /-seez/ la change 
of form, structure, or substance, esp by supernatural means b a sinking 
alteration (e g in appearance or character) 2 a marked (abrupt) change 
m the form or structure of a butterfly, frog, etc occurnng m the course 
of development lipf cyc le (L, fr Gk metamorphosis, fr metamor- 

phoun to transform, fr meta- + morphe form] 

'meta.phase /*,fayz/ n the stage of mitotic or meiotic cell division in 
which the chromosomes become arranged in the equatonal plane of the 
spindle [ISV] 

metaphor Ametafa, -,faw/ n (an instance oO a figure of speech in which 
a word or phrase literally denoting one kind of object or idea is applied 
to another to suggest a likeness or analogy between them (e g in the ship 
ploughs the sea) - compare simill [MF or L, MF metaphore, fr L 
metaphora, fr Gk, fr metapherem to transfer, fr meta- + pherem to bear 

- more at ‘rfar] - metaphoric /-'fonk/, metaphorical adj, metaphorically 
adv 

.meta'phyaic A'fizik/ n a particular system of metaphysics [ME meta- 
phesyk, fr ML Metaphysica] - metaphyaic adj 

.meta'physical /-'fizikl/ adj 1 of metaphysics 2 ofien cap of or being 
poetry, esp of the early 17th c, marked by elaborate subtleties of thought 
and expression - metaphysically adv 

.meta'physics n pi hut sing in constr 1 a division of philosophy 
concerned with ultimate causes and the underlying nature of things, esp 
ontology 2 pure or speculative philosophy [ML Metaphysica, title of 
Anstotle’s treatise on the subject, fr Gk (ta) meta (ta) physika, lit , the 
(works) after the physical (works); fr its position in his collected works] 

- metaphysician Ari'zish(3)n/ n 

.meta'plasia A'playzi-a, -zh(y)o/ n (abnormal) replacement of cells of 
one type by cells of another [NL] - metapiaatic A'plastik/ adj 
.meta'stable /-'staybl/ adj having or characterized by only a slight 
margin of (chemical) stability <a - compound) [ISV] - metastably adv, 
metastability /-staliibti/ n 

metastasia /mi'tastasis/ n, pi metastases Aseez/ change of position, 
state, or form; specif a secondary growth of a malignant tumour at a site 
distant from the pnmary growth [NL, fr LL, transition, fr Gk. fr 
methistanai to change, fr meta- * histanai to set - more at stand] - 
metaatatic /.meta'statik/ adj, metastatically adv, metastasize 
/mi'tastasiez/ vi 

metatarsal /.mcta'tahsl/ n a metatarsal bone XjT anatomy 
.meta'tarsus /-'tahsas/ n the part of the foot in human beings or of the 
hind foot in 4'legged animals between the ankle and toes [NL] - 

metatarsal adj 

metathesis /ma'tathasis/ n, pi metatheses /-seez/ a change of place or 
condition: e g a transposition of 2 phonemes in a word (e g in Old English 
bridd. Modem English bird) b double decomposition [Gk, fr metati- 


thenai to transpose, fr meta- + tithenai to place - more at ‘do] - 
metathetical /.meta'thetikJ/, metatbetlc adj, metathetically adv 
.meta'thorax A'thawraks/ n the rear segment of the thorax of an insect 
[NL] - metatboracic /-thaw'rasik/ adj 
.meta'zoan A'zoh-an/ n any of a kingdom or subkingdom of animals that 
comprises all those with multicellular bodies differentiated into tissues 
[NL Metazoa, group name, fr meta- 4 -zoa] - metazoa! adj, metazoan 
adj 

mete /meet/ vt to assign by measure, allot - usu + out [ME meten, fr 
OE metan; akin to OHG mezzan to measure. L modus measure, meditan 
to meditate] 

metempsychosis /.metempsie'kohsis/ n the passing of the soul at 
death into another body [LL, fr Gk metempsychosis, fr metempsychous- 
that to undergo metempsychosis, fr meta- + empsychos animate, fr en- 
psyche soul - more at psych-] 

meteor Amceti‘,9, -,aw/ n a phenomenon m the atmosphere; esp (the 
streak of light produced by the passage oO any of many small particles 
of matter m the solar system observable only when heated by fnction so 
that they glow as they fall into the earth's atmosphere [ME, fr MF 
meteore, fr ML meteorum, fr Gk meteoron phenomenon in the sky, fr 
ncut of meteoros high in air, fr meta- 4 -eoros (akin to Gk aeiran to 
lift)] 

meteoric /.meeti'onk/ adj 1 of a meteor 2 resembling a meteor in speed 
or in sudden and temporary bnlliance nse to fame) - netcoricnlly 
adv 

meteorite Amceti a.net/ n a meteor that reaches the surface of the earth 
without being completely vaponzed - meteoritic A’ritik/, meteoritictl 
adj 

meteoroid /'meeti a.royd/ n a particle in orbit round the sun that 
becomes a meteor when it meets the earth's atmosphere - metcoroidal 
A’roydl/ adj 

meteorology /.meetio'robji/ n 1 the science of the atmosphere and its 
phenomena, esp weather and weather forecasting wf^tiier 2 the 
weather or atmospheric phenomena of a region [F or Gk, F meteorologte, 
fr MF, fr Gk meteorologia, fr meteoron *■ -logia -logy] - meteorologist 
n, meteorologic /-ra'lojik/, meteorological adj, meteorologically adv 
'meter Ameeta/ n, NAm a metre 

’meter n an instrument for measunng (and recording) the amount of sthg 
(e g gas, electricity, or parking time) used [^-meter] 

’meter vt l to measure by means of a meter 2 to supply in a measured 
or regulated amount 

'•meter /-mata/ comb form (- n) measure or unit of metrical verse 
(peniameler) - compare foot 4 [^mefre] 

’-meter omb form { * n) instrument or means for measunng <harometer> 
[F -mitre, fr Gk metron measure] 
meth-, metbo- comb form methyl <melhacTy/ic> [ISV, fr methyl] 
methadon Ametha,don/ n methadone 

methadone Ametha,dohn/ n a synthetic narcotic drug used esp as a 
substitute narcotic in the treatment of heroin addiction and as a painkiller 
[6-di -mcthylami no-4, 4-<fi pheny 1-3 -heptanone] 
methamphetamine /.metham'fetamm/ n an amphetamine drug 
[meth- 4 amphetamine] 

methane Amee,thayn/ n an inflammable gaseous hydrocarbon of the 
alkane senes used as a fuel and as a raw matenal in chemical synthesis 
ENERGY [ISV] 

methanol Amethanol/ n a volatile inflammable poisonous liquid alcohol 
that IS added to ethyl alcohol to make it unfit to dnnk and is used as a 
solvent and as a raw matenal in chemical synthesis [ISV] 
Methedrine Amethadnn/ trademark - used for methamphetamine 
metheglin /ma'theglin/ n 'mead [W meddyglyn] 
methinks /mi'thmgks/ vb impersonal methongbt /mi'thawt/ archaic it 
seems to me [ME me thmketh, fr OE me thincth, fr me (dat of fc I) 4 
thincth (it) seems, fr thyncan to seem] 

methionine /mi'thie-a.neen, -.men/ n a sulphur-containing ammo acid 
that IS found in most proteins and is an essential constituent of human diet 
[ISV, fr methyl thion- 4 -me] 

method Amethad/ n la a systematic procedure for doing sthg b a 
regular way of doing sthg 2a an orderly arrangement or system b the 
habitual practice of orderliness and regulanty 3 cap a dramatic technique 
by which an actor seeks to identify closely with the inner personality of 
the character being portrayed - usu 4 the [MF or L; MF methode, fr L 
methodus, fr Gk methodos, fr meta- hodos way > more at cede] 
methodical /ma'thodiklA NAm also methodic adj 1 arranged, charac- 
terized by, or performed with method or order 2 habitually proceeding 
according to method; systematic - methodically adv, methodlcalacaa n 
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Methodism /'meth3diz(9)ni/ n (the doctnnes and practice oO the 
Methodist churches 

Methodist /‘methadist/ n or adj(d member) of any of the denominations 
denving from the Wesleyan revival in the Church of England [method 
+ - 1 st; ong sense, one devoted to a particular method] - Methodlstic 
/-'distik/ Mdj 

method-ize, -ise /’methadiez/ vt to reduce to method, systematize 
methodology /.metha'dobji/ n (the analysis oO the body of methods 
and rules employed by a science or discipline [NL methodoJogia, fr L 
methodus + -hgm -logy] - methodologiit n, methodological /-dalojikl/ 
adj 

methotrexete /.metha'treksayt/ n a synthetic anticancer drug used esp 
to treat lymphomas and some forms of leukaemia [meth- + -trexate, of 
unknown ongin] 

meths /meths/ n pi hut sing in constr, Br METHviJkTED spirits - infml 
[by contr] 

Methuselah /mi'thyoohzab/ n a champagne bottle holding 8 times the 
usual amount [Methuselah, a biblical patriarch said to have lived 969 
years (Gen 5-27), fr Heb Mithushael] 

methyl /'methil, 'meethil, -thiel/ n a univalent hydrocarbon radical CH. 
derived from methane [ISV, back-formation fr methylene] - methylic 
/ma'thilik/ adj 

methyl alcohol n methanol 

methylate /‘methilayt/ vt 1 to impregnate or mix with methanol 2 to 
introduce the methyl group into - methylator n, methylation 
/-'laysh(3)n/ n 

.methylated 'spirits n pi but sing or pi in constr alcohol mixed with 
an adulterant, esp methanol, to make it undnnkabie and therefore exempt 
from duty 

methylene /'metha.leen/ n a bivalent hydrocarbon radical CH, denved 
from methane (F methylene, fr Gk methy wine + hyle wood - more at 
'mead] 

.methylene 'blue n a dye used esp to stain biological specimens, and 
as an antidote in cyanide poisoning 

metical /meti'kal/ n, pJ meticacs /meti'kiesh/ Mozambique at 

NAT lONALITY 

meticulous /ma'tikyoobs/ adj marked by extreme or excessive care over 
detail [L meticulosus timid, fr metus fear f -iculosus (as in penculosus 
dangerous)] - mcticulottsly adv, meticulousneas n 
metier /'maytyay/ n one’s trade, also sthg (e g an activity) in which one 
IS expert or successful [F, fr (assumed) VL mistenum, alter of 
ministenum work, ministry] 

metif /may'teef/ n an octoroon [F metif, alter of /nef/s] 
m6tis /me'tees/ n, pi ni6tis one of mixed blood- a a half-breed b a 
crossbred animal [F, fr LL mixticius mixed - more at mestiza] 
metoastrus /me'teestras/ n the period of regression that follows oestrus 
in a mammal’s sexual cycle [NL] 

Motonic cycle /mi'tomk/ n a penod of 19 years covenng all the phases 
of the moon, after which the new moons occur again on the same cycle 
of dates [Meton, 5th-c Bc Gk astronomer] 

metonym /'metanim/ n a word used in metonymy [back-formation fr 
metonymy] 

metonymy /mi'tonami/ n a figure of speech in which the name of an 
attnbute of a thing is used in place of the thing itself (e g lands belonging 
to the crown) [L metonymia, fr Gk metonymia, fr meta- -onymia 
-onymy] 

metope /'metohp, 'metapi/ n the space between 2 tnglyphs of a Done 
fneze [Gk metope, fr meta- + ope opening; akin to Gk ops eye, face - 
more at eye] 

metr-, metro- comb form uterus <metrorrbagia> [NL, fr Gk metr-, fr 
metra, fr metr-, meter mother > more at 'mother] 

'metre, NAm chiefly meter /meeta/ n the SI unit of length equal to a 
certain number of wavelengths^ a specific radiation of the krypton 
isotope (about 1.094yd) physics, unit [F metre, fr Gk 
metroa measure] 

*metre, NAm chiefly meter n 1 systematically arranged and measured 
rhythm in verse (.iambic ^ > 2 a basic recurrent rhythmical pattern of 
accents and beats per bar in music [ME, fr OE b. MF; OE meter, fr L 
metnim, fr Gk metron measure, metre; MF metre, fr OF. fr L metrum 
- more at measure] > metrist /'metnst/ n 

motre-kilogram-MCond adj of or being a system of units based on the 
metre, the kilogram, and the second - compare si 
metric /'metrik/ adj 1 metric, metrical (using or being units) based on 
the metre, litre, and kilogram as standard of measurement - compare si 
2 metrical - metrically adv 


-metric /-'metnk/, -metrical /-kl/ comb form ( adj) 1 of, employing, 
or obtained by (a specified meter) <ga/vaiiometnc> 2 of or relating to the 
art, process, or science of measunng (sthg specified) (chron- 
omeinc) <grflvmietncal> 

metrical /'metnkl/, metric adj 1 of or composed m metre 2 of measure- 
ment - metrically adv 

metricete /'metnkayt/ vt to change into or express in the metric system 
- vf to adopt the metric system - metrication /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 
metrics /metnks/ n p! but sing or pi in constr a part of prosody that deals 
with metneal structure 
metric ton n a tonne 

metro /’metroh/ n, pi metros an underground railway system in a city 
(the Leningrad [F metro, short for {chemin de fer) metropohtain 
metropolitan railway] 

Metro adj. Can of or relating to the inner urban area of a Canadian city, 
esp of Toronto [short for Metropolitan] 
metro- - sec metr- 

metronidazoie /,metr3'nied.*>,/.ohl/ n a synthetic drug used to treat 
infections, esp vaginal trichomoniasis, produced by protozoans [methyl 
+ -tron- (prob fr nitro) t inude + azole] 
metronome /'metra, nohm/ n an instrument designed to mark exact 
time by a regularly repeated tick [Gk metron + -nomos controlling, fr 
nomos law - more at nimble] - metronomic /.metra'nomik/ adj 
metronymic /.metra'mmik/ n a name denved from a mother or mater- 
nal ancestor (e g by suffixation) [MGk metronymikos, adj, named after 
one's mother, fr Gk metr-, meter mother onyma. onoma name] - 
metronymic adj 

metropolis /mi'tropalis/ n 1 the chief city of a country, state, or region 
2 a centre of a usu specified activity 3 a large or important city [LL. fr 
Gk metropolis, fr metr-, meter mother + polls city - more at ‘mother, 
police] 

'metropolitan /.metra'polit(9)n/ n 1 the primate of an ecclesiastical 
province 2 one who lives in a metropolis 
^metropolitan adj 1 of or constituting a metropolitan or his see 2 
(characteristic) of a metropolis 3 of or constituting a mother country [LL 
metropolitanus of the sec of a metropolitan, fr metropohta, n, metropoli- 
tan, fr LGk metropohtes, fr metropolis sec of a metropolitan, fr Gk, chief 
city] 

metropolitan area n a large urban area in Bntain governed by a single 
local authority 

metrorrhagia /.meetra'rayji-a, ,mct-, -raw-/ n profuse bleeding from the 
uterus, esp between menstrual periods [NL] - metrorrhagic /-jik/ adj 
-metry /-matn/ comb form ( - n) art, process, or science of measunng 
(sthg specified) <cAronomctry) <(/>/»o/omelry> [ME -metne, fr MF. fr L 
-metna, fr Gk, fr metrein to measure, fr metron - more at measurl) 
mettle /'metl/ n 1 strength of spint or temperament 2 staying quality, 
stamina [alter of metal] - on one’s mettle aroused to do one’s best 
'mettlesome /-s(a)m/ spinted [mfitli ♦ '-scjme] 
meuniere /muh'nyea (Fr m0njr:r)/ adj with a sauce of melted butter, 
parsley, and lemon juice (sole — > [F (a la) meuniere, lit , in the manner 
of a miller’s wife, fr meuniere miller’s wife, fern of meunier miller, fr LL 
molinanus, fr moltna mill] 

'mew /myooh/ vi to utter a miaow or similar sound (gulls ^ cd over the 
bay) vt to miaow [ME mewen, of imit ongin] - mew n 
*mew vt to shut up; confine - often + up [ME mewen, fr mewe, n - more 
at mews] 

mewl /myoohl/ vi to cry weakly, whimper [imit] 
mewa /myoohz/ n pi but sing or pi in consfr, pi mews chiefly Br (living 
accommodation adapted from) stables buik round an open courtyard 
[ME mewe cage for moulting hawks, coop, fr MF mue, ft muer to moult, 
fr L mutare to change] 

Mexican /’meksikan/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Mexico 2 nahuatl 
2 [Sp mexicano, mejicano, fr Mexico, a country in Southern North 
Amenca] - Mexican adj 

mezereon /ma'zianon/ n a small European shrub with fragrant lilac 
purple flowers [ME mizenon, fr ML mezereon, fr Ar mazanyun, fr 
Per] 

mezuzah, mezuzn /ma'zoohza/ n a small oblong case containing a 
parchment inscribed with religious texts, fixed to the doorpost by some 
Jewish families as a sign and reminder of their faith [Heb mizuzah 
doorpost] 

mezzanine /'mezanecn/ n a low-ccilmged storey between 2 mam 
storeys, esp the ground and first floors, of a building [F, fr It mezzanmo, 
fr mezzano middle, fr L medianua middle, median] 
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mezza voce /.mersa 'vohchi/ adv oradj with medium or half volume of 
tone - used in music [It, lit , half voice] 

mezzo /'metsoh/, mezzo-soprano n. pi mezzos, mezzo-sopranos (a singer 
with) a woman’s voice with a range between that of the soprano and 
contralto [It mezzosoprano, fr mezzo middle, moderate, half 4 
soprano] 

mezzo forte /'fawtay/ adj or adv moderately loud - used in music 
lit] 

mezzo piano /pi'ahnoh/ adj or adv moderately soft - used in music 
(111 

mezzo-rilievo /n'leevoh, rce'lyayvoh/ n sculptural relief which is half- 
way between bas-relief and high relief and in which about half of the 
circumference of the design stands out from the surrounding area [It. fr 
mezza + nlievo relief) 

mezzotint /'metsoh, tint/ n (a print produced by) a method of engraving 
on copper or steel by scraping or burnishing a roughened surface to 
produce light and shade [modif of It mezzatmta, fr mezza (fern of mezzo) 
r tinta tint] 

mi /mec/ n the 3rd note of the diatonic scale in solmization [ML - more 
at gamut] 

mi-, mio- comb form less <Miot’e/ie> [prob fr NL meio-, fr Gk. fr mcion 
- more at minor] 

MIS /I the secunty service of Bntish Military Intelligence - not now in 
ofTicial use [military /ntelligence] 

MIS n the espionage service of British Military Intelligence - not now in 
official use 

miaow, meow /mi'ow, myow/ vi or n (to make) the charactcnstic cry of 
a cat [imit] 

miasma /mi'azma/ n. pi miasmas also miasmata /-mata/ 1 a heavy 
vapour (t g fioin a swamp) formerly believed to cause disease, broadly any 
heavy or malodorous vapour 2 a pervasive influence that tends to weaken 
or corrupt [NL. fr Gk. defilement, fr miamcm to pollute] - miasmal adj, 
miasmatic /.mce-dz'matik/ adj, miasmic /mi'azmik/ adj 
mica /'mieko/ n any of vanous coloured or transparent silicate materials 
(X'currmg as crystals that readily separate into very thin flexible leaves 
[NL, fr L, gram, crumb, akin to Gk mtkros small] - micaceous 
/mie'kayshas/ adj 

Micah /'mieka/ n (a book of the Old Testament attnbuted to) a Hebrew 
prophet of the 8th c m [Heb Mikhah, short for Mikhayah] 
mice /mies/ pi of mousl 

micelle /mi'scl/ n a body of molecules or 10 ns that forms a colloidal 
particle [NL micella, fr L mica] - micellar /mi'seb/ adj 
Michaelmas /'mik(3)lm3s/ n September 29 celebrated as the feast of St 
Michael the Archangel [ME mychetmesse, fr OE Michaelcs mxsse 
Michael’s mass] 

Michaelmas daisy n any of several (Autumn-blooming) asters widely 
grown as garden plants 

Michaelmas term n the university term beginning in October 
mick /mik/ n an Inshman - chiefly derog [Mick, nickname for Michael, 
common Irish forename] 

mickey /miki/ n [origin unknown] -- take the mickey to make sby an 
object of amusement by humorous or playful ndiculc - infml 
.Mickey 'Finn /fin/ n an alcoholic dnnk doctored usu with a hypnotic 
drug [prob fr the name Mickey Finn] 

.Mickey 'Mouse adj tnvial, petty infml [Mickey Mouse, cartoon 
character created by Walt Disney tl966 US film producer] 
mickle /"mikl/ adj, chiefly Scot great, much [ME mikel, fr OE micel - 
more at muc h] - mickle adv, chiefly Scot 

Micmac /’mik.mak/ n, pi Micmacs, esp collectively Micmac a member, 
or the Algonquian language, of an Amencan Indian people 'f E Canada 
[Micmac Migmac, lit , allies] 

micr-, micro- comb form la .small. minute <microcos/n) 
b used for or involving minute quantities or variations 
(micTobarogniphy<ynicrQcaJonmetcry c microscopic (microorganismy 
2 one millionth (lO**) part of (a specified unit) 

<micrasccon</> <n*'cro^'>uw>(nncroA/n) physics 3 enlarging, 

magnifying, amplifying (microphoney 4a used in or involving 
microscopy (microdissecticmy b used in or connected with microphotog- 
raphy <microcopj.'> <micrQ/77fn> 5 of a small or localized area 
(mkroclimatey <micro/i«b/raf> [ME mwixh, fr L, fr Gk mikr% mikro-, 
fr mikros, smikros small, short; akin to OE smealic careful, exquisite] 
micro /'miekroh/ adj very small; esp microscopic [micr-] 
microbe /'miekrohb/ n a microorganism, germ [ISV micr- + Gk bios 
life - more at 'quick] - microbial /mic'krohbi-al/, microbic /-bik/ adj 
microbiology /.miekrabie'obji, -kroh-/ n the biology of bactena and 


other microscopic forms of life [ISV] - microbiologist n, microbiological 
AbiC'd'Iojikl/, microbiologic adj 

microcephatic /.miekrohsffalik/' n oradj (sby) having an abnormally 
small head and usu mental defects [adj NL microcephalus, fr micr- + Gk 
kephale head - more at cephalic; n fr adj] - microcephaly /-'scfali/ n 
'micro, circuit /-.suhkit/ n a compact electronic circuit, esp ini egr atfd 
CIRCUIT ~ microcircuitry n 

‘micro, climate /-.klicmat/ n the essentially uniform local climate of a 
small site or habitat [ISV] - microclimatic adj, microclimatology n 
'microcom,puter /-kam.pyoohia/ n a small self-contained computer 
that IS based on one or more microjiroccssors and that typically has a 
keyboard and a visual display unit computer 
'micro,copy /-.kopi/ n a photographic copy in which graphic matter is 
greatly reduced in size [ISV] - microcopy vb 

microcosm /'miekra,koz(d)m/ n 1 a little world, esp an individual 
human being or human nature seen as an epitome of the world or universe 
2 a whole (e g a community) that is an epitome of a larger whole [ME, 
fr ML microcosmus, modif of Gk mikros kosmos] - microcosmic 
/-'kozmik/ adj 

microcrystal /miekroh, knstl/ n a crystal visible only under the micro- 
scope -- microcrystalline /-'krist(a)l,ien/ adj, microcrystallinity 
Z-'inati/ n 

microdot /'niiekr3,dot/ n a photographic reproduction of pnnted matter 
reduced to the size of a single dot for secunty or ease of transmission 
microeconomics /,miekroh eck3'nomiks, -cka-/ n pi but sing in constr 
a study of economics in terms of individual areas of activity (e g a firm, 
household, or pnees) - compare macroeconomics - microeconomic 
adj 

.microelec'tronics /-i.lek'troniks, -,elek-/ n pi but sing in constr a 
branch of electronics that deals with or produces miniatunzed electronic 
circuits and components - microelectronic adj 
'micro.fiche /-.feesh/ n, pi microfiche, microfiches /-shi// a sheet of 
microfilm containing rows of very small images of pages of pnnted matter 
[F, fr micr- ^ fiche peg, tag, slide, fr OF, fr ficher to stick in - more at 

1 ICHU] 

microfilm /’miekra.film/ n a film bearing a photographic record on a 
reduced scale of graphic matter (e g pnntmg) [ISV] > microfilm vb, 
microfilmable /-'filmabl/ adj 

microhabitat /.miekroh'habitat/ n a small usu specialized and isolated 
habitat (e g a decaying tree stump) 

.microin'struction /-in'struksh(a)n/ n a computer instruction corre- 
sponding to several machine instructions 

‘micro, lith /-,lith/ n a tiny flint blade tool often set in a bone or wooden 
hafi ‘ISV] 

,microma,nipu'lation /-m3,nipyoo‘laysh(a)n/ n dissection and injec- 
tion of tissue or cells under the microscope using fine needles controlled 
by a senes of levers 

micrometer /mie‘kromiu/ n 1 an instrument for measunng distances 
between objects seen through a microscope or telescope 2 a gauge for 
making precise measurements of length by means of a spindle moved by 
a finely threaded screw [F micrometre, fr micr- f -metre -meter] 
micron /'raickron/ n, pi microns also micra /-kra/ one millionth ( lO"*) 
part of a metre - not now recommended for technical use [NL, fr Gk 
mikron, neut of mikros small - more at mkr-] 

Micronesian /,miekr9'neezh(y)an, -zi-an/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Micronesia 2 a group of Austronesian languages spoken in the Micro- 
ncsian islands [ISV, fr NL Micronesia, islands of the Western Pacific 
ocean east of the Philippines] - Micronesian adj 
micronutriant /.miekroh‘nyoohtnant/ n a nutrient (eg a trace 
element) required in small quantities 
.micro'organism /-‘awganiz(a)m/ n an organism of (smaller than) 
microscopic size [ISV] 

microphage /'miekra.fayj, -.fahzh/ n a small phagocyte [ISV] 
microphone /'miekra.fohn/ n a device that converts sounds into electn- 
cal signals, esp for transmission or recording [ISV] - micropbonic 
/-'fonik/ adj 

microphotograph /.miekrohYohtograhf, -graf/ n a reduced photo- 
graph that must be magnified for viewing; a microcopy [ISV] - mkro- 
pbotograpb vt, microphotographic /-fohu'grafik/ adj, microphotogrnphy 
/-fa’togrofi/ n 

.micro'proceeeor /-'prohsesa/ n a very small computer composed of 1 
or more integrated circuits functioning as a unit cxtmputer 
[ISV] 

'micro.pyle /-piel/ n 1 a differentiated area of the surface of an egg 
through which the sperm enters 2 an opening in the surface of an ovule 
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of a flowenng plant through which the pollen tube penetrates [ISV mtcr- 
Gk pyle gate] - micropylar /-'picb/ adj 
microscope Aniekn),skohp/ n an instrument consisting of (a combina* 
lion oO lenses for making enlarged images of minute objects using light 
or other radiations [NL microscopium, fr micr' -t -scop/um -scope] 
.micro'scopic /-'skoptk/ aJso microscopical /-kl/ adj 1 of or conducted 
with the microscope or microscopy 2 resembling a microscope, csp in 
perception 3a invisible or indistinguishable without the use of a micro- 
scope b very small, fine, or precise - microscopically adv 
microscopy /mie'kroskapi/ n the use of or investigation with the 
microscope - microscopist n 

micrOBome /’miekroh.sohm/ n a minute particle a seen in the cyto- 
plasm of a cell viewed through a light microscope b seen in a fraction 
obtained by heavy centrifugation of broken cells viewed through an 
electron microscope [G mikrosom, fr mikr- micr- 4 -som -some] - 
microaomal /-'sohml/ adj 

'micrOiStructure /-^trukcha/ n the microscopic structure of a mineral, 
alloy, living cell, etc [ISV] - mlcrostructural adj 
.micro'surgery /-'suhjan/ n minute (surgical) dissection or manipula- 
tion of living tissue, usu under a microscope (e g in eye surgery) - 

mlcrosurgical adj 

'micro, switch /-.swich/ n an electneal switch that can be operated by 
a small usu delicate movement 

'micro-, teaching n the teaching of a small group for a short time, esp 
as practice for a trainee teacher 

'micro.tome /-,tohm/ n an instrument for cutting sections (e g ot plant 
or animal tissues) for microscopic examination [ISV] 

'micro.tone /-,tohn/ n a musical interval smaller than a semitone - 
microtonilly adv, microtonal /-'tohni/ adj, microtonality /-toh - 
'nalati/ n 

,micro‘ttJbule /-'tyoohbyoohl/ n any of the minute cylindneal structures 
in cells that are widely distnbuted in cytoplasm and are made up of 
protein subunits - microtubular /-'tyoohbyoob/ adj 
microwave /miekra.wayv/ n a band of very short electromagnetic 
waves of between Im and 0 . 1 m in wavelength 
microwave oven n an oven in which food is cooked by the heat 
produced as a result of the interaction between penetrating microwaves 
and the substance of the food 

micturate /miktyoorayt/ vi to (want to) urinate - fml, sometimes used 
technically [L mictunre, fr mictus, pp of mmgcrc, akin to OE migan to 
unnate, Gk ometchan] - micturition /-'nsh(a)n/ n 
'mid /mid/ adj 1 being the part in the middle or midst <in ^ ocean} - 
often in combination <^mid’Augu§t} <^in mid-senfence) 2 occupying a 
middle position 3 of a vowel articulated with the tongue midway between 
the upper and lower areas of the mouth [ME. fr OE middc, akin to OHG 
mitti middle. L medius, Gk mesosj ~ mid adv 
’mid prep amid - poetic 

,mid'air /-'eo/ n a point or region in the air not immediately near the 
ground 

.mid-Atlantic adj or n (oO a dialect halfway between Amcncan and 
Bntish English 

'mid,brain /-.brayn/ n (the pans of the adult brain that develop from) 
the middle of the 3 pnmary divisions of the embryonic venebrate 
brain 

.mid'day /-'day/ n the middle pan of the day; noon 
midden /'mid(a)n/ n 1 a dunghill 2 a refuse heap; esp a heap or stratum 
of domestic rubbish found on the site of an ancient settlement [ME 
middtngt of Scand ongm; akin to ON myki dung, dyngja manure pile - 
more at mucus, duno] 

'middle /’midl/ adj 1 equally distant from the extremes; central 2 at 
neither extreme 3 cap ■ constituting a division intermediate between 
those prior and later or upper and lower <Middle Palaeozoic} b belonging 
to a period of a language intermediate between Old and New or Modem 
forms <Middie Dutch} [ME middel, fr OE; akin to L medius] 
’middia n 1 a middle part, point, or position 2 the waist 3 the position 
of being among or in the midst of sthg 4 sthg intermediate between 
extremes; a mean 

’middia vt to hit (a shot) correctly with the middle of the bat in 
cricket 

.middle 'age n the period of life from about 40 to about 60 - middle-aged 

.middle-, aged 'apread n an increase m girth, esp round the waist, 
associated with middle age 

'Middle .Agea n pi the penod of European history from about ad 500 
to about 1300 


.Middle A'merica n the US middle class - Middle American n 
'middlebrow /-.brow/ adj dealing with or having conventional and 
often bourgeois intellectual and cultural interests and activities - often 
derog - middlebrow n 

middle C n the note designated by the first ledger line below the treble 
staff and the first above the bass staff 

.middle 'class n a class occupying a position between upper and lower, 
esp a fluid heterogeneous grouping of business and professional people, 
bureaucrats, and some farmers and skilled workers - often pi with sing, 
meaning - middle-class adj 

.middle-'distance adj of or being a fixMrace over a distance between 
400m and I mi 

middle distance n the part of a picture or view between the foreground 
and the background 

middle ear n a cavity through which sound waves are trjmsmitted by a 
chain of liny bones from the eardrum to the inner car — / nfrve 
Middle English n English of the 12 th to ISth c — lancjuagf 
middle game n the part of a chess game following the opening moves 
when players attempt to gam and exploit positional and matcnal superi- 
ority - compare fnd game, opfnino 3a 
middle ground n a standpoint midway between extremes 
'mlddle.man /-.man/ n an intermediary between 2 parties, esp a dealer 
intermediate between the producer of goods and the retailer or con- 
sumer 

middle name n 1 a name between one's first name and surname 2 a 
quality of character for which sby is well known (generosity is 
her 

.middle-of-the-'road ad} conforming to the majonty in taste, attitude, 
or conduct; also neither nght-wing nor left-wing in political conviction 
middle-of-the-roader n, middle-of-the-roadism n 
middle school n (part oO a school for pupils aged 8 12 or 9-13 
'middle, weight /-.wayt/ n a boxer who weighs not more than 1 1 st 61b 
(72 6 kg) if professional or more than 71kg (about 1 1st 21b) but not more 
than 75kg (about list 1 11b) if amateur 

middling /'midling/ adj 1 of middle or mtxierate sire, degree, or quality 
2 mediocre, second-rate [ME (Sc) mydiyn, prob fr mid, middle mid f 
-ling] - middling adv, middlingly adv 
'middlings n pi but sing or pi in constr a granular product or by-product 
of gram, esp wheat, milling usu u.sed in animal feeds 
middy /'midi/ n a midshipman - infml, no longer m vogue [by shortening 
A alter ] 

midfield /'mid.fccld, -'-/ n (the players who normally^Iay m) the pan 
of a pitch or playing field midway between the goals sport 
midge /mij/ n a tiny two- winged fly [ME migge, fr OE niycg, akin to 
OHG mucka midge, Gk myia fly, L musca] 

midget /'mijit/ n 1 a very small person; a dwarf 2 sthg (e g an animal) 
much smaller than usual [midge » -et] - midget adj 
midi /'midi/ n a woman’s garment that extends to the mid-calf ['m/d 4 
-I (as m mini)] 

midland /“midland/ n. often cap the central region of a country - usu 
pi with sing meaning - midland adj, often cap 
midline /mid'lien, '-,-/ n the middle line or plane, esp of (a part oO the 
body 

'mid.most /-.mohst/ adj in or near the middle - midmost adv or n 
midnight /'mid.niet/ n the middle of the night, specif ]2 o’clock at night 
- midnight adj, midnightly adv or adj 

.midnight 'sun n the sun visible at midnight in the arctic or antarctic 
summer 

,mid-'off n a fielding position in cncket near the bowler on the off side 
of the pitch ^3" SPORT 

.mid-'on n a fielding position in cncket near the bowler on the leg side of 
the pitch ^3* SPORT 

'mid, point /-.poynt/ n a point midway between the beginning and end 
of sthg 

midraah /'midrash/ n, pi midrashim /-'rashim/ a Jewish work of 
commentary and exegesis on a biblical text [Heb midhrash exposition, 
explanation] - midnuhic /-'rashik/ adj 
'mid.rib /-.nb/ ji the central vein of a leaf 

midriff /midnf/ n 1 diaphragm 1 2 the middle part of the human 
torso [ME midnf, fr OE midhnf, fr midde mid 4 Arr/belly; akin to OHG 
href body, L corpus] 

midahipman /'mid.ship^n/ n (the rank oO a young person training to 
become a naval officer rank 
'mid,ahipa /-.ships/ adv amidships ship 
midat /midst/ n 1 the inner or central part or point, the middle 2 a 
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position near to the members of a group <a traitor in our 3 the 
condition of being surrounded or beset (e g by problems) 4 a penod of 
time about the middle of a continuing act or state (w the ot the 
celebrationsy [ME middest, alter, of middes, back-formation fr amiddes 
amid] - midst prep 

.mid'itream A'streem/ n 1 the part of a stream towards the middle 2 
the middle part of a process 
.mid'tummer /-'suma/ n the summer solstice 
.Midsummer 'Day n June 24 celebrated as the feast of the nativity of 
John the Baptist 
.mid'way /-'way/ adv halfway 

.mid'week /-'week/ n the middle of the week - midweek adj, midweekly 
adj or adv 

,mld-'wicket n a fidding position in cricket on the leg side equidistant 
from each wicket - j sport 

midwife /'mid.wief/ n 1 a woman who assists other women in childbirth 
2 sby or sthg that helps to produce or bnng forth sthg [ME midwif, fr 
mid with (fr OE) + wif woman] 

midwifery /'mid.wifan/ n (the art oO a.ssisting at childbirth, also 
obstetncs 

.mid'winter /-‘winta/ n the winter solstice 

mien /meen/ n air or bearing, esp as expressive of mood or personality 
- fml [by shortening & alter fr ^demean] 

'miff /mif/ Ala bncf outburst of bad temper 2 a invial quarrel USE 
infml [ongin unknown] 

*miff vt to make cross or peeved - infml 

'might /miet/ past of may - used to express permission or liberty in the 
past (^asked whether he ^ comey <^the king ^ do nothing without 
parliament's consenty, a past or present possibility contrary to fact </ 
well have been killcJy K,if he were aider he -- undentandy, purpose or 
expectation in the past < wrote it down so that I ^ not forget ity. less 
probability or possibility than may < — get there before it rainsy, a polite 
request (you ^ post this letter for mey, nr as a pcilite or ironic alternative 
to may (who ^ you be7y or to ought or should (you ^ at least 
apohgizey (he ^ have offered to help) [ME, fr OE meahte, mihte-, akin 
to OHG mahla, mohta could] 

’might n 1 power, authority, or resources wielded individually or collec- 
tively 2a physical strength b all the power or effort one is capable of 
[ME, fr OE miht, akin to OHG maht might, magan to be able - more at 
may] 

mightily /'miet(3)l-i/ adv very much (it amused us ^ - Charles 
Dickens) ['MiGHrv 4 '-ly] 
mightn't /mieint/ might not 

'mighty /'mieti/ adj 1 powerful 2 accomplished or charactenzed by 
might (a ^ thrusty 3 imposingly great (the mountains) - mightiness 

A 

’mighty adv to a great degree, extremely (a -- big many 
mignonette /.minya'net/ n an annual garden plant with fragrant green- 
ish yellow flowers or any of various related plants [F mignonnette, fr obs 
F, fern of mignonnet dainty, fr MF, fr mignon darling] 
migraine /'meegrayn/ n recurrent severe headache usu associated with 
disturbances of vision, sensation, and movement often on only 1 side of 
the body [F, fr LL hemicrania pain in one side of the head, fr Gk 
hemikrania, fr hemi- hemi- ^ kranion cranium] - migrainous adj 
migrant /'miegrant/ Ala person who moves regularly in order to find 
work, esp in harvesting crops 2 an animal that moves from one habitat 
to another [migrate 4 '-ant] - migrant adj 

migrate /mie'grayt/ vi 1 to move from one country or locality to another 
2 of an animal to pass usu penodically from one region or climate to 
another for feeding or breeding [L migratus, pp of migrarc, akin to Gk 
ameibein to change] - migration /-sh(a)n/ a, migrational adj, migra- 
tor n 

migratory /'miegrot(a)n/ adj wandenng, roving (migrate 4 ^-ory] 
mikado /mi'kahdoh/ n. pi mikados - formerly used as a title for the 
emperor of Japan [Jap] 

mike /miek/ n a microphone - infml [by shortening & alter ] 

Mike - a communications code word for the letter m 
mil /mil/ a 1 a unit of length equal to '/loootn (about 25.4mm) used esp 
for the diameter of wire and formerly in precision engineenng 2 S" 
Cyprus, Malta at nationality [L mille thousand > more at mile] 
milady /mi'laydi/ n an Englishwoman of noble or gentle birth - often 
used as a term of address or reference [F. fr E my lady] 
milch /milch/ adj, of a domestic animal bred or used primanly for milk 
production [ME mtiche, fr OE -milcc, akin to OE melcan to milk - more 
at emulsion] 


'mild /mield/ adj 1 gentle in nature or manner 2a not strong in flavour 
or effect b not being or involving what is extreme 3 not severe, temperate 
(a ^ climate) 4 easily worked; malleable (^ steel) [ME, fr OE milde; 
akin to Gk malthakos soft. OE melu meal - more at 'meal] - mildly adv, 
mildness n 

’mild A. Br a dark-coloured beer not flavoured with hops 
'mildew /'mildyooh/ a (a fungus producing) a usu whitish growth on the 
surface of organic matter (e g paper or leather) or living plants [ME, fr 
OE meledeaw, akin to OHG militou honeydew] - mildewy adj 
’mildew vb to affect or become affected (as lO with mildew 
mile /micl/ a 1 any of s^nous units of distance: eg a^ unit equal to 
1760yd (about 1 61km) .1^ unit b nautical mile unit 2 a 
large distance or amount - often pi with sing, meaning [ME, fr OE mil, 
akin to OHG mila mile, both fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr 
L milia miles, fr milia passuum, lit., thousands of paces, fr milia, pi of 
mille thousand, perh fr a prehistoric compound whose constituents are 
akin to Gk mia (fern of heis one) and to Gk chilioi thousand, Skt saJiasra 

- more at same] - miles from nowhere in an extremely remote place 
mileage /'mielij/ a 1 an allowance for travelling expenses at a certain 

rate per mile 2 total length or distance in miles, eg a the number of miles 
travelled over a period of time b the distance, or distance covered, in miles 
c the average distance in miles a vehicle will travel for an amount of 
fuel 

'mile.poat /-.pohst/ n a post indicating the distance in miles from or to 
a given point 

miler /’mieb/ n a person or horse that competes in mile races 
miles adv very much (worked ^ better when oiled) - infml 
milestone /"mieliStohn/ a 1 a stone serving as a milepost 2 a cruaal 
stage in sthg's development 

milfoil /'mil.foyl/ a 1 yarrow 2 any of a genus of water plants with 
submersed leaves divided into very narrow segments [ME, fr OF, fr L 
millefolium, fr mille 4 folium leaf - more at blade] 
miliary /'milyan/ adj having, made up of, or accompanied by many small 
projections, blisters, or nodules [L milianus of millet, fr milium millet - 
more at mu i tt] 

milieu /'meelyuh (Fr miljd)/ n, pi milieus, milieux /-lyuh(z) (Fr ^)/ an 
environment, selling <' three studies of women, each from a different 

- Edmund Wilson) [F, fr OF, midst, fr mi middle (fr L medius) 4 lieu 
place, fr L locus] 

militant /’milit(a)nt/ adj I engaged in warfare or combat 2 aggressively 
active (e g in a cause), combative [ME, fr MF. fr L militant-, militans, 
prp of militare to engage in warfare] - militancy a, militant a, militantly 
adv, militantness n 

militarism /'milita,nz(a)m/ a 1 exaltation of military virtues and ideals 
2 a policy of aggressive military preparedness - militarist a, militaristic 
/-'nstik/ adj, militaristically adv 

militar ize, -ise /'milila.nez/ vt 1 to equip with military forces and 
defences 2 to give a military character to - militarization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

'military /'milit(a)n/ adj 1 (charactensiic) of soldiers, arms, or war 2 
earned on or suppiTrled by armed force (a - dictatorship) 3 of the army 
or armed forces [MF niilitaire, fr L militans, fr miht-, miles soldier] - 
militarily adv 

’military n I pi in constr soldiery 2 sing or pi m constr the army (as 
opposed to civilians or police) - J rank 

military police n a branch of an army that cames out police functions 
within the army 

militate /'milUayt/ vi to have significant weight or effect - often 4 
against [L militatus, pp of militare to engage in warfare, fr miht-, miles 
soldier] 

militia /mi'lish(y)a/ n sing or pi in constr a body of citizens with some 
military training who are called on to fight only in an emergency [L, 
military service, fr miht-, miles] - militiaman /-man/ n 
'milk /milk/ a 1 a (white or creamy) liquid secreted by the nuunmary 
glands of females for the nounshment of their young (and used as a food 
by humans) 2 a milklike liquid: eg a the latex of a plant b the juice of 
a coconut c a cosmetic lotion, esp a cleanser [ME, fr OE meolc, mikr, 
akin to OHG miluh milk] > milky adj, milkinesa n 
’milk vt 1 to draw milk from the breasts or udder of 2 to draw sthg from 
as if by milking- e g a to induce (a snake) to eject venom b to compel or 
persuade to yield illicit or excessive profit or advantage (opera stars who 
^ their audience for applause) - milker n 
,milk-and-'water adj weak, insipid 

'milk .fevar n 1 a feverish disorder following childbirth 2 a disease of 
cows, sheep, goats, etc that have recently given birth, caused by a dram 
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on the body's mineral reserves dunng the establishment of the milk 
flow 

'milk .float n, Br a light usu electrically-propelled vehicle for carrying 
esp milk for domestic delivery 

.milk 'leg n a painful swelling of the leg after childbirth caused by 
thrombosis in the veins 

'milk, maid A.mayd/ n a female who works m a dairy 
'milkman /-man/ n one who sells or delivers milk 
.milk of mag'nesia n a white suspension of magnesium hydroxide in 
water, used as an antacid and mild laxative 

.milk 'pudding n a pudding consisting of nee, tapioca, sago, etc boiled 
or baked in (sweetened) milk 

'milk .run n a regular journey or course [fr the resemblance in regulanty 
A. uneventfulness to the morning delivery of milk] 
milk ahaka n a thoroughly shaken or blended beverage made of milk and 
a flavounng syrup 

'milk,aop /-.sop/ n a weak and unmanly male (ME. fr miJk + sop] 
milk sugar n lactose 

milk tooth n a tooth of a mammal, esp a child, that is replaced later in 
life 

'mllk.weed /-.weed/ n any of vanous plants that secrete milky latex 
'milk.wort /-.wuht/ n any of a genus of herbaceous plants and shrubs 
with many-coloured showy flowers 

.Milky 'Way /'milki/ n a broad irregular band of faint light that stretches 
completely round the celestial sphere and is caused by the light of the 
many stars forming the galaxy of which the sun and the solar system are 
a part [ME, trans of L via /aefea] 

'mill /mil/ n 1 a building provided with machinery for gnnding gram into 
flour 2a a machine or apparatus for gnnding grain b a machine or 
hand-operated device for crushing or gnnding a solid substance (e g coffee 
beans or peppercorns) 3 a building or collection of buildings with 
machinery for manufactunng 4 milling machine; 5 an expenence that 
has a hardening effect on the character - usu in through the mill [ME 
milJe, fr OE mylen; akin to OHG mull mill; both fr a prchistonc 
NGnic-WGmc word borrowed fr LL molina, mohnum, fr fern and neut 
of n.ohnus of a mill, of a millstone, fr L mola mill, millstone; akin to L 
molere to gnnd - more at 'meal] 

Hnill vr 1 to subject to an operation or process in a mill: eg a to gnnd 
into flour, meal, or powder b to shape or dress by means of a rotary cutter 
2 to give a raised nm or a ndged edge to (a com) 3 to cut grooves m the 
metal surface of (e g a knob) ^ v/ 1 to move m a confused swirling mass, 

- usu + about or around 2 to undergo milling 

'miii.board /-.bawd/ n strong cardboard suitable for book covers and for 
panelling in furniture [alter of milled board] 

'milt.dam /-.dam/ n a dam to make a millpond 
millenarian /.mili'nean an/ adj 1 of or relating to 1(X)0 years 2 of or 
having belief m the millennium - millenarian n, millenarianiam n 
'millanary /mi'lenari/ n 1 a group of 1(XX) units or things 2 1000 years 
[LL mUJenanum, fr neut of millenanus of a thousand, fr L milleni one 
thousand each, fr milJe] 

^millanary adj 1 relating to or consisting of 1000 2 suggesting a 
millennium [L millenanus] 

millannium /mi'leni-am/ n, pi millennia /-ni-a/, milleniunu la a penod 
of 1000 years b (the celebration oO a 1000th anniversary 2a the thousand 
years mentioned in Revelation 20 dunng which holiness is to prevail and 
Christ IS to reign on earth b a (future) golden age [NL, fr L mille 
thousand ^ NL -ennium (as in biennium penod of two years)] - millennial 
adj 

millapeda /milLpeed/ n a millipede 

millapora /'mili.paw/ n any of an order of often large stony reef-buildmg 
corals [deriv of L nulk thousand + poms pore] 

/mib/ n sby who owns or works a mill, esp for com ['mili 
+ '-er] 

,mill•r'••'thumb n any of several small freshwater fishes 
millMimal /mi'lesim(a)l/ n the quotient of a unit divided by 1000; any 
of 1000 equal parts of anything [L millesimus, adj, thousandth, fr mille] 

- mflletima] adij, miUeeiinally adv 

millet Amilit/ n (the seed oO any of various small-seeded annual cereal 
and forage grasses cultivated for their grain, used as food [ME milet, fr 
MF, dim. of mil, fr L milium\ akin to Gk meline millet] 
mill!- /mili-/ comb form one thousandth (10 ’) part of (a specified unit) 
(milhamperey physics, unit [F, fr L milit- thousand, fr mille - 
more at mile] 

mlllierd /’milUhd, 'milyahd/ n a thousand millions (10*) [F, fr MF 
^ mihart, fr milh (fr milion million)] 


millibar /.milibah/ n a unit of pressure equal to '/,noo bar [ISV] 
milligram /'mili,gram/ n one thousandth of a gram (about OOlS gram) 
UNIT [F milligramme, fr millh + gramme gram] 
millilitre n a thousanjlth of a litre ( 002pt) unit 
minima /ma'leem/ n Sudan, Tunisia at nationality [modif of Ar 
mallim, fr F millieme] 

millimetre /’mili.meeta/ n one thousandth of a metre (about 0 039in) [F 
millimetre, fr milli- + metre metre] 
millimicro- comb form nano- 
milliner /'milina/ n sby who designs, makes, trims, or sells women’s hats 
[irreg fr Milan, city in Italy; fr the importation of women's finery from 
Italy in the 16th c] - millinery n 

'milling ma, chine /'miling/ n a machine tool for shaping metal against 
rotating milling cutters 

million /'milyan/ n, pi millions, million 1 number 2 an indefi- 
nitely large number - mfml, often pi with sing meaning <--'S of cars in 
that traffic jam} 3 pi 'mass 3 {appealing to the s> [ME milioun, fr MF 
milion, fr Olt milione, aug of mille thousand, fr L - more at mile] - 
million adj, millionth adj or n 

millionaire /.milya'ncd/ n sby whose wealth is estimated at a million or 
more money units [F millionnaire, fr million, fr MF milion] 
.millio'nairess /-ns/ n a woman who is (the wife oQ a millionaire 
millipede, millepede /'mill, peed/ n any of numerous mynopods usu with 
a cylindncal segmented body and 2 pairs of legs on each segment [L 
millepeda, a small crawling animal, fr mille thousand ^ ped-, pes foot - 
more at looi] 

millpond /'mil, pond/ n a pond produced by damming a stream to 
produce a head of water for operating a mill 
'mill,race /-,rays/ n (the current in) a channel in which water flows to 
and from a mill wheel [ME milnras, fr miln, mille mill + ras race, 
current] 

'millstone /-.stohn/ n 1 either of a pair of circular stones that rotate 
against each other and are used for grinding (gram) 2 a heavy or crushing 
burden 

'mill .wheel n a waterwheel that drives a mill 
'millwright /-.net/ n sby who plans, builds, or maintains mills 
milometer /mie'lomita/ n an odometer calibrated in miles 
milord /mi'lawd/ n an Englishman of noble or gentle birth - often used 
in imitation of foreigners [F, fr E my lord] 
milt /milt/ n the male reproductive glands of fishes when filled with 
secretion; also the secretion of these glands [prob fr MD milte milt of fish, 
spleen, akin to OE milte spleen - more at 'mfi i] - milty adj 
milter /’milta/ n a male fish in breeding condition 
'mime /miem/ /i 1 an ancient dramatic entertainment representing scenes 
from life usu in a ridiculous manner 2 the art of piTrtraying a character 
or telling a story by body movement [L mimus, fr Gk mimos imitator, 
actor, akin to Gk mimeisthai to imitate] 

’mime vi to act a part with mimic gesture and action, usu without words 
~ vf 1 to mimic 2 to act out in the manner of a mime - mimer n 
mimesis /mi'meesis/ n imitation, mimicry [LL, fr Gk mimesis, fr 
mimeisthai] 

mimetic /mi'metik/ adj 1 imitative 2 relating to, charactenzed by, or 
exhibiting mimicry [LL mimeticus, fr Gk mimetikos, fr mimeisthai] - 
mimetiesUy adv 

'mimic /'mmik/ adj la iMirAnvE 1 b imitation, mock (a ^ battle} 2 
of mime or mimicry [L mimicus, fr Gk munikos, fr mf/nos] - mimical 
adj 

’mimic vt -ck- 1 to imitate slavishly; ape 2 to ridicule by imitation 3 to 
simulate 4 to resemble by biological mimiory - mimic n 
mimicry /'mimikri/ n 1 the act or an instance of mimicking 2 resem- 
blance of one organism to pother that abcures it an advantage (eg 
protection from predation) — ^ dei-ence 

mimosa /mi’mohza, -sa/ n any of a genus of leguminous trees, shrubs, 
and herbaceous plants of warm regions with globular heads of small 
white, pink, or esp yellow flowers [NL, gesus name, fr L mimus mime; 
fr Its apparent imitation of animal sensitivity in drooping ft closing its 
leaves when touched] 
mina /'miens/ n a myna 

minacious /mi'nayshas/ adj minatory [L minac-, minax threatening, fr 
minari] 

minarat /.mina'ret/ n a slender tower attached to a mosque and sur- 
rounded by I or more projecting balconies from which the summons to 
prayer is made [P, fr Turk mtnare, fr Ar manarah lighthouse] 
minatory /'minat(3)n/ adj menacing, threatening - fml [LL minatonus, 
ft L minatus, pp of minan to threaten - more at 'mount] 
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'mince /mins/ vt 1 to cut or chop into very small pieces 2 to keep (one’s 
words) within the bounds of decorum <doesn ’( ^ his words} vi to walk 
with short affected steps [ME mmeen, fr MF mincer, fr (assumed) VL 
minutiare, fr L mmutia smallness ~ more at minutia] - mincer n 
’mince n minced meat 

'mince, meat /-.meet/ n a finely chopped mixture of raisins, apples, suet, 
spices, etc (with brandy) which traditionally used to contain meat 
.mince ‘pie n a sweet usu small and round pie filled with mincemeat 
mincing /minsing/ adj affectedly dainty or delicate (trying to speak in 
a small ^ treble - George Eliot> - mincingly adv 
'mind /miend/ n I the (capabilities of the) organized conscious and 
unconscious mental processes of an organism that result in reasoning, 
thinking, perceiving, etc 2a recollection, memory (keep that r/j ~) b 
attention, concentration (can’t keep her ~ on her work} 3 the normal 
condition of the menUl faculties (lost his ^ > 4a an intention, desire (he 
changed his ~ > (doesn’t know his own ) (I’ve a good ~ to box his 
cars} (had half a to leave early} b an opinion, view <^u/]Wiy//i]gro speak 
his - > (they were of the same ^ > (though she’s just a child, she has a 
^ of her own} (in two s about the problem} 5 a disposition, mood (her 
state of ^ was calm} (always has good peace of ^} 6 the mental 
attnbutes of a usu specified group (the scientific ~ > 7 a person con- 
sidered as an intellectual being (one of the finest of the academic 
world} 8a the intellect and rational faculties as contrasted with the 
emotions b the human spirit and intellect as opposed to the body and the 
matenal world over matter) [ME. fr OE gemynd, akin to OHG 
gimunt memory, both fr a prehistoric EGmc-WGmc compound whose 
first constituent is represented by OE ge- (perfective prefix) and whose 
second is akin to L ment-, mens mind, monerc to remind, warn. Gk menos 
spint, mnasthai, mimneskesthai to remember - more at co-] bear/keep 
in mind to Hunk ol, esp at the appropnate time, not forget - on one's mind 
as a preoccupation, troubling one’s thoughts (she can't work with the 
problem of the mortgage on her mind> 

’mind \t 1 to attend to closely how you behave) (^ your man- 
ners} ^ your own business} 2 to pay attention to or follow (advice, 
instructions, or orders) 3a to be concerned about, care (I don’t what 
we do) (Sever ^ the hole in your tights no otic will notice) b t. object 
to (do you ^ gomg'^ (1 don’t ^ the noise) 4a to be careful you 
finish your homework^ b to be cautious about the step) 5 to give 
protective care to, look after <^ed the children while their parents were 
out) ^\i I to be attentive or wary - often ♦ out 2 to be or become 
concerned, care (would you prefer tea of coffee’^ / don’t •^} (I’m sorry. 
I’ve spilt my coffee Never ^ - minder n - mind you take this fact into 

account, notice this (mind you, I don’t blame him) 

'mind, bending /-.bending/ adj at the limits of understanding or ci edibil- 
ity ' infml - mindbendingly adv, mindbender n 
'mind‘,blowing adj 1 of or causing a psychic state similar to that 
produced by a psychcxlelic drug 2 mentally or emotionally exhilarating 
USE infml - mindblower n 

'mind-,boggling adj causing great surprise or wonder - infml 
'minded adj 1 having a (specified kind oQ mind - usu in combination 
(narrow-minded) 2 inclined, disposed <was not ~ to report his losses - 
Herts & Essex Observer) - mindedness n 
'mind-ex.panding adj psychfdelic lb - infml 
'mindful /-f( 3 )l/ adj keeping in mind; aware of - mindfully adv, 
mindfulness n 

'mindless /-lis/ adj 1 devoid of thought or intelligence, senseless (^ 
violence) 2 involving or requiring little thought or concentration (the 
work IS routine and fairly ->' > 3 inattentive, heedless - usu ♦ of <,^dashed 
into the burning house ^ of the danger) - mindlessly adv, mindless* 
ness n 

'mind .reader n sby who can, or is thought to be able to, perceive 
another’s thought directly - mind rending n 
.mind's 'eye n the faculty of visual memory or imagination 
'mine /mien/ adj, archaic my - used before a vowel or A < - host) or 
sometimes to modify a preceding noun (mistress ) [ME min, fr OE mm 
- more at my] 

’mine pron, pi mine that which or the one who belongs to me - used 
without a following noun as a pionoun equivalent in meaning to the 
adjective my (children younger than > (that brother of '^} (the house 
became ^ > - me and mine 1 and my family and possessions 
’mine n la an excavation from which mineral substances are taken b an 
ore deposit 2 an underground passage beneath an enemy position 3 an 
encased explosive designed to destroy enemy personnel, vehicles, or ships 
4 a rich source of (a - of information) [ME, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL 
mina, prob of Celt origin; akin to W mwyn ore] 


^mina vt la to dig an underground passage to gain access to or cause the 
collapse of (an enemy position) b undermine 2 2 to obtain from a mine 
3 to place military mines in, on, or under (^ a harbour) 4 to dig into 
for ore, coal, etc 5 to seek valuable matenal in ~ vi to dig a mine - miner 
n, mining n 

'mine.layer /-.laya/ n a vessel or aircraft for laying mines 
mineral /'min(3)ral/ n 1 (a synthetic substance resembling) a solid 
homogeneous crystalline matenal that results from the inorganic pro- 
cesses of nature, broadly any of vanous naturally occurnng substances 
(e g stone, coal, and petroleum) obtained by dnlling, mining, etc 2 sthg 
neither animal nor vegetable 3BrMiNLRAi water -usu,pl [ME, frML 
minerale, fr neut of mineralis, adj, fr minera mine, ore, fr OF miniere, fr 
mine] - mineral adj 

minera I- ize, -ise /'min(3)r3,liez/ vt I to impregnate with or convert into 
a mineral or inorganic compound 2 to petnfy - mineralization 
/-‘zaysh(a)n/ n 

mineral kingdom n the one of the 3 basic groups of natural objects that 
includes inorganic objects - compare animal kingdom, pijsnt king- 
dom 

mineralogy /.mina'rabji/ n a science dealing with the structure, proper- 
ties, and classification of minerals [prob fr (assumed) NL mmeralogia, 
irreg fr ML minerale « L -logia -logy] - mineralogist n, mineralogical 
/-ra'lojikl/ adj 

'mineral ,oil n an oil of mineral as opposed to vegetable ongin 
'mineral .water n water naturally or artificially impregnated with 
mineral salts or gases (eg carbon dioxide), broadly any effervescent 
nonalcoholic beverage 

minestrone /.mmi'strohm/ n a nch thick vegetable soup usu containing 
pasta (e g macaroni) [It, aug of mmestra, fr mmestrare to serve, dish up, 
fr L ministrare, fr minister servant more at minister] 
minesweeper /.micn.sweepa/ n a ship designed for removing or neutra- 
lizing mines - minesweeping n 

Ming /ming/ /; a Chinese dynasty dated from ad 136S to 1644 [Chin 
(Pek) niing^ luminous] 

mingle /'mmg gl/ vb mingling /'mmg gling/ vt to bnng or mix together 
or with sthg else ^vi 1 to become mingled 2 to mix with or go among 
a group of people (simply will not ^ at parties) ('^d with the crowd) 
[ME menglen, freq of mengen to mix, fx OE mengan, akin to MHG 
mengen to mix, Gk massein to knead] 

mingy /"minji/ adv mean, stingy - infml [perh blend of 'mean and 
stingy] 

mini /’mini/ n, pi minis 1 sthg small of its kind (e g a motor car) 2 a 
won -^n’s skirt or dress with the hemline several inches above the knee 
[min/ l mini adj 

mini- / lum-/ comb form miniature, of small dimensions <minicom- 
I>uter), specif having a hemline several inches above the knee (miniskirt) 
gar MEN I [miniature] 

'miniature /'minachp/ a la a copy or representation on a much reduced 
scale b sthg small of its kind 2 a painting in an illuminated manusenpt 
3 the art of painting miniatures 4 a very small painting (e g a portrait on 
ivory or metal) [It miniatura art of illuminating a manusenpt, fr ML, fr 
L miniatus, pp of miniare to colour with minium, fr minium cinnabar, red 
lead] - miniaturist /-.choopnst/ n 

’miniature adj 1 (represented) on a small or reduced scale 2 of still 
photography using film 3Smm wide or smaller 
miniatur ize, -ise /’minxhp.nez/ vr to design or construct as a small 
cop>, reduce in scale - miniaturization /-'zaysh(p)n/ n 
minibus /'mmybus/ n a small bus for carrying usu between 5 and 10 
passengere 

'mini.cab /-,kab/ n a motor car that serves as a taxicab when hired by 
telephone but that cannot cruise in search of passengers 
'minicom.puter Akpm.pyoohta/ n a small digital computer 
minim /’minim/ n 1 a musical note with the time value of 2 crotchets 
or Vi of a semibreve 2 a umt of capacity equal to '/«, fluid 

drachm (about 59.19mm’) unit [L minimus least] - miniio adj 
minimal /'minimi/ adj of or being a minimum, constituting the least 
possible - minimalize vt, minimally adv 

minimal art n abstract art, esp sculpture, consisting of simple geometne 
forms executed in an impersonal style 

'minimaliat /-ist/ n one who favours restneting the powers of a political 
organization or is content with minimum achievement 
minim-iza, -ise /’mmimiez/ vt 1 to reduce to a minimum 2 to represent 
(sby or sthg) at less than true value; piay down - nimagdaer n, iBlalmi- 
zation /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

minimum /'minimam/ n. pi minima /-ma/, minimama l the least 
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quantity or value assignable, admissible, or possible 2 the lowest degree 
or amount reached or recorded [L. neut of minimus smallest, akin to L 
minor smaller] > minimum adj 

minimum lending rate n the discount rate Fixed by a country's central 
bank (e g the Bank of England) 

minimum wage n a wage Fixed by legal authonty or by contract as the 
least that may be paid either to employees generally or to a particular 
category of employees 

minion /'minyan/ n 1 a servile attendant 2 favourite 1 3 a minor 
ofTicial - derog [MF mignon darling] 

minipill /'mini.pil/ n an oral contraceptive in the form of a pill taken daily 
by a woman over a monthly cycle and containing only progesterone 
miniscule /'miniskyoohl/ adj minuscule [by alter ] 

'minister /'minista/ n 1 agent la, 2 2a one officiating or assisting the 
officiant in Chnstian worship b a clergyman, esp of a Protestant or 
nonconformist church c the superior of any of several religious orders 3 
a high officer of state managing a division of government 4 a diplomatic 
representative accredited to a foreign state [ME ministre. fr OF, fr L 
minister servant, akin to L minor smaller] - ministerial /-'siian-al/ adj, 
ministerially adv 

’minister vi 1 to perform the functions of a minister of religion 2 to give 
aid or service ro the sicky - ministrant n or adj 
.minister-general n minister 2c 

.minister of 'state n a government minister ranking below a head of 
department 

.minister wi.thout portfolio n a government minister with no 
specific departmental responsibilities 

ministration /.mini'straysh(3)n/ n the act or process of ministenng, esp 
m religious matters 

ministry /ministn/ n 1 service, ministration 2 the office, duties, or 
functions of a minister 3 the body of ministers of religion or government 
4 the period of service or office of a minister or ministry 5 a government 
department presided over by a minister 

minium /mini-am/ n, archaic red lead [ME, fr L, cinnabar, red lead, 
of Ibrnan ongin, akin to Basque armined annabar] 
minivar /'miniva/ n a white fur used chiefly for robes of state [ME 
meniver, fr OF menu vatr small vair] 

mink /mingk/ n, pi mink, minks 1 any of several semiaquatic flesh-eating 
mammals that resemble weasels and have partially webbed feet and a soft 
thick coat 2 the soft fur or pelt of the mink [ME] 
minke whale /'mingka/ a small rorqual of northern seas [prob fr (the 
name) Meincke, reputedly a Norw whaling gunner] 
minnesinger /'mini.sing a/ n a member of a class of German lync poets 
and musicians of the 12th to the 14th c [G, fr MHG, fr minne love 
singer] 

minnow /'minoh/ n, pi minnows, esp collectively minnow 1 a small 
dark-coloured freshwater Fish or any of vanous small Fishes 
ANATOMY 2 sthg small or insigniFicant of its kind [ME menawe; akin to 
OE myne minnow, Russ men' eelpout] 

'Minoan /mi'noh-an/ adj of the Bronze Age culture of Crete (30(X>-t 1(X) 
BC) [L mtnous of Minos, fr Gk mindios, fr Minos Minos, legendary king 
of Crete] 

’Minoan n a native or inhabitant of ancient Crete 
'minor /'miena/ adj la inferior in importance, size, rank, or degree <a ^ 
poety b comparatively unimportant <a ^ alterationy 2 not having 
attained majority ia esp of a scale or mode having semitones between the 
second and third, Fifth and sixth, and sometimes seventh and eighth steps 
b being or based on a (speciFied) minor scale <m a ~ key) <a pieog in A 
^y c being an interval less by a semitone than a corresponding major 
interval d of a chord having an interval of a minor third between the root 
and the next note above it 4 not serious or involving nsk to life <a 
illnessy [ME, fr L, smaller, inferior; akin to OHG minniro smaller, L 
minuere to lessen. Gk meion less] 

’minor n 1 sby who has not attaint majority 2 a minor musical interval, 
scale, key, or mode 

minor oxit n the chord of an ellipse passing through the centre and 
perpendicular to the major axis mathematics 
minor canon n a canon in the Church of England usu having liturgical 
duties but no vote in the chapter 

minority /roie'norati, mi-/ n la the period before attainment of majority 
b the state of being a legal minor 2 the smaller of 2 groups constituting 
a whole; specif a group with less than the number of votes necessary for 
control 3 sing or pt in constr a group of people who share common 
characteristics or interests differing from those of the majority of a 
population 


minor order n any of the Roman Catholic or Eastern clerical orders that 
are lower in rank than major orders - usu pi 
minor planet n an asteroid 

minor suit n either of the suits of clubs or diamonds that in bndge are 
of inferior scoring value - compare major suit 
Minotaur /'miens, taw/ n a mythological monster shaped half like a man 
and half like a bull and confined in the labyrinth at Crete [ME, fr MF, 
fr L Minotaurus, fr Gk Minotauros, fr Minos Minos, legendary king of 
Crete + tauros bull] 

minster /'minsta/ n a large or important church often having cathedral 
status [ME, monastery, church attached to a monastery, fr OE mynster, 
fr LL monastenum monastery] 

minstrel /’minstral/ n la medieval singer, poet, or musical entertainer 
2 any of a troupe of performers usu with blackened faces giving a 
performance of supposedly Negro singing, jokes, dancing, etc [ME 
menestref fr OF, official, servant, minstrel, fr LL ministenalis imperial 
household officer, fr L ministenum service, fr minister servant - more at 
minister] 

‘minstrelsy Asi/ n 1 the singing and playing of a minstrel 2 sing or pi 
in constr a body of minstrels 3 songs or poems (composed or performed 
by minstrels) [ME minstraJcie, fr MF menestralsie, fr menestrel] 

'mint /mint/ n 1 a place where money is made 2 a vast sum or amount 
- infml [ME mynt com, money, fr OE mynet, akin to OHG mumzza com, 
both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr L moneta mint, com. fr 
Moneta, epithet of Juno, fr the fact that the Romans coined money m the 
temple of Juno Moneta] 

’mint vt 1 to make (e g coin<^) by stamping metal 2 to fabricate, invent 
<— a new wordy - minter n 

’mint adj unspoilt as if fresh from a mint, pnstmc </n conditiony 
*mint n 1 any of a genus of plants that have whorled leaves and foliage 
with a charactenstic strong taste and smell, used esp as a flavouring 2 a 
sweet, chocolate, etc flavoured with mint [ME minfc, fr OE, akin to OHG 
minza, both fr a prehistonc WGmc compound borrowed fr 1 mentha 
mint) 

mintage /'mintij/ n 1 the action, process, or cost ot minting coins 2 
coins produced in a single period of minting 

'mint .mark n an official mark stamped on a com to indicate its 
ongm 

minuend /'mmyoo,cnd/ n a number from which another is to be 
subtracted [L minuendum, neut of minuendus, gerundive of mmucrc to 
lessen - more at minor] 

minuet /.minyoo'ct/ n (music for or m the rhythm of) a slow graceful 
dance in ’ lime [F menuet, fr obs F, tiny, fr OF, fr menu small, fr L 
minutus] 

'minua Amienas/ prep 1 diminished by < seven - four is three y 
SYMBOL 2 without his haty [ME, fr L minus, adv, less, fr neut of 
minor smaller - more at minor] 

’minus n 1 a negative quantity 2 a deficiency, defect 
’minus adj 1 negative <a -- quantityy <a t mperature of - lO'Cy 2 
having negative qualities, esp involving a disadvantage <a factory 3 
falling low in a specified range <a mark of B 
'minuscule /’mma.skyoohl/ n (a lower-case ter in) a style of small 
flowing handwriting - compare majusiuie — / aiphabft [F, fr L 
minusculus rather small, dim of minor smaller] 

’minuscule adj 1 written in minuscules 2 very small ^ ^ 

'minus .sign n a sign - denoting subtraction or a negative quantity 

SYMBOL 

'minute /’minit/ n 1 the 60th part of an hour of time or of a degree 2 
the distance one can cover in a minute (lived 5 s from the stationy 3 
a short space of time, a moment 4a mlmosandum 3 b p/ the official 
record of the proceedings of a meeting [ME» fr MF, fr LL minuta, fr L 
minutus small, fr pp of minuere to lessen - more at minor] 

’minute vb to make notes or a brief summary (oO 
’minute /mie'nyooht/ adj 1 extremely small 2 of minor importance; 
petty 3 marked by painstaking attention to dataii [L minutus] - minutely 
adv, minuteneu n 

'minute .hand n the long hand that marks the minutes on the face of 
a watch or clock 

'minute.man /-.man/ n a member of a grmp of armed men pledged to 
take the field at a minute's notice during and immediately before the 
American Revolution 

mlnutia /mi'nyoohshya, mie-/ n, pi minuHae /-shi.ee/ a minor detail - 
usu pi [L minutiae trifles, details, fr pi of mmutia smallness, fr minu- 
tus] 

minx /mingks/ a a flirtatious girl [origin unknown] 
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mio- - see mi- 

Miocene /’mieo.secn/ adj or n (of or bei.^) an epoch of the Tertiary 
between the Pliocene and the Oligocene Kvoi utiun 
miosis, myosis /mie'ohsis/ n, pi miosea /-seez/ excessive smallness or 
contraction of the pupil of the eye [NL, fr Gk myem to be closed (of the 
eyes) t NL -osis] - miotic /mie'otik/ adj or n 
mir /mia/ n a village community in tsarist Russia [Russ] 
miracle /'mirakl/ n 1 an extraordinary event manifesting divmc inter- 
vention in human affairs 2 an astonishing or unusual event, thing, or 
accomplishment 3 a person or thing that is a remarkable example or 
instance of sthg <t/iis wa/ch /s a of precision;^ [ME, fr OF. fi L 
miraculum, fr miran to wonder at - more at SMiit] 

'miracle .play n a medieval drama based on episodes from the Bible or 
the life of a saint, also mysilry pi ay 

miraculous /mi'rakyoobs/ adj 1 of the nature of a miracle, supernatu- 
ral 2 evoking wonder like a miracle, marvellous 3 (capable of) working 
miracles [MF miraculeux, fr ML miraculosus, fr L miraculum] - miracu* 
lously adv, miraculousness n 

mirage /'mirahzh/ n 1 an optical illusion appeanng esp as a pool of 
water or as the reflection of distant objects caused by the reflection of rays 
of light by a layer of heated air (near the ground) 2 sthg illusory and 
unattainable [F, fr mirer to look at, fr L mirari] 

'mire /'mic-o/ n 1 a tract of soft waterlogged ground, a marsh, bog 2 
(deep) mud or slush [ME, fr ON myrr, akin to OE mos bog - more at 
moss] - miry adj 

’mire vt to cause to stick fast (as lO in mirc, bog ii^iwn 
mirepoix /mia'pwah/ n, pi mirepoix a mixture of diced vegetables 
sauteed and used in brown sauces or as a bed for braising meat on [F, 
prob fr Charier d'* f ovis. Due de Mirepoix ^\151 F diplomat & gen- 
eral] 

mirk /muhk/ n murk - mirky adj 

'mirror /'mira/ n 1 a smexith surface (c g of metal or silvered glass) that 
forms images by reflection 2 sthg that gives a true representation [ME 
nurour, fr OF, fr mirer to look at, fr L miran to wonder at - more at 
sMii l] - mirrorlike adj 
’mirror vt to reflect (as iQ in a mirror 

mirror carp n a domesticated vanety of the carp with large shiny 
scales 

.mirror 'image n sthg that has its parts reversely arranged in companson 
with another similar thing 

mirth /muhth/ n happiness or amusement accompanied with laughter 
[ME, fr OE myrgth, fr myrge merry - more at mi-rry] mirthful adj, 
mirthfully adv, mirthfulness n, mirthless adj 
MIRV /muhv/ n an intercontinental missile having multiple warheads 
which may be directed to separate targets [multiple independently 
targeted reentry vehicle] 

'mis- /mis-/ prefix 1 badly, wrongly; unfavourably <mis- 
judgey (^nwsbehave') 2 suspicious, apprehensive <mis^iving> 3 bad, 
wrong <misdctt/> <mis/Jf> 4 opposite or lack of ^misfrusf^ {misfortune} 
5 not {misunderstand} [partly fr ME, fr OE, partly fr ME mes% mis-, fr 
OF mes-, of Gmc origin, akin to OE mis-, akin to OE missan to miss] 
’mis-, miso- comb form hatred <misoigamK> [Gk, fr misein to hale] 
misadventure /.misad'vencha/ n a misfortune, mishap [ME mesaven- 
ture, fr OF, fr mesavenir to chance badly, fr mis- 'mis- t avenir to chance, 
happen, fr L advenire - more at ai?vfnturl] 

.misa'Iigned /-a'liend/ adj not correctly aligned - misalignment n 
.misal'liance /-a'lie ans/ n an improper or unsuitable alliance, esp a 
m^lliance [modif of F m^lliance] 

misanthrope /'miz(a)n,throhp/, misanthropist /mi'zanthraptst/ n one 
who hates or distrusts people [Gk misanthrdpos hating mankind, fr mis- 
*mis- + anthropos man] - misanthropic /,miz(a)n'thropik/ adj, misan- 
thropy /mi'zanthrapi/ n 

misapply /.misa'plie/ vt to apply wrongly > misapplication 
/-,aplTkaysh(a)n/ n 

.misappre'hend /-apri'hend/ vt to misunderstand - misapprehension 
/-,hensh(d)n/ n 

.misap'propriate /-a'prohpnayt/ vt to appropriate wrongly (eg by 
theft or embezzlement) - misappropriation /-'aysh(3)n/ n 
.miabe'gotten /-bi'gotn/ adj 1 having a disreputable or improper ongin 
2 wretched, contemptible <a ~ scoundrel} 3 archaic illegitimate, bas- 
tard 

.misbe'have /-bi'hayv/ vi to behave badly - misbehaviour n 
.mla‘calculate /-'kalkyoolayt/ vb to calculate wrongly - miscalculation 
/-'laysh(d)n/ n 

'ml8.carriage /-.kanj/ n 1 a failure in administration of justice} 2 


the expulsion of a human foeius before it is viable, esp after the 12th week 
of gestation 

.mis'earry /-'kan/ v/ ] to suffer miscarriage of a foetus 2 to fail to 
achieve an intended purpose 

.mis'east /-'kahst/ vt miscast to cast in an unsuitable role 
miscaganation /,mis,eji'naysh(3)n. .misija-/ n interbreeding of races, 
esp between sby white and sby nonwhite [L miscere to mix i genus race 
- more at mix, xin] - miscegenational adj 

miscallanaa /.mtsa'laynya, -ni-a/ n p/ a miscellaneous collection, esp of 
literary works [L, fr neul pi of miscellaneus] 

miscallanaous /-nyas, -m as/ adj 1 consisting of diverse items or 
members 2 having various characteristics or capabilities [L miscellaneus, 
fr miscellus mixed, prob fr miscere to mix] - miscellaneously adv, 
roiscellaneousness n 

miscellany /mi'sebm/ n 1 a mixture of vanous things 2 a book 
containing miscellaneous literary pieces [prob modif of F miscellanees, pi, 
fr I miscellanea] ~ miscellanist n 

mischance /.mis'chahns/ n (a piece oO bad luck [ME mischaunce, fr 
OF meschance, fr mis- ‘mis- + chance] 

mischief /'mischif/ n 1 a specific injury or damage from a particular 
agent {did himself a ^ on the barbed wire} 2 sthg or esp sby that causes 
harm or annoyance 3 often playful action that annoys or irritates, usu 
without causing or intending senous harm 4 the quality or state of being 
mischievous [ME meschief, fr OF, calamity, fr mes- + chief head, end 

- more at ( HiLi ] 

mischievous /'mischivas/ adj 1 harmful, malicious 2 able or tending 
to cause annoyance, unrest, or minor injury 3a playfully provocative, 
arch b disruptively playful - mischievously adv, mischievousness n 
'misch .metal /mish/ n an alloy of rare-earth metals used esp in tracer 
bullets and as a flint in lighters [G mischmetaJI, fr mischen to mu -i- 
nietall metal] 

miscible /'misibl/ adj, esp of a liquid capable of being mixed {with 
another liquid in any proportion without separating) [ML miscibilis, fr 
L miscere to mix - more at mix] - miscibility /-'bibti/ n 
misconceive /.miskan'seev/ vt tg interpret wrongly, misunderstand - 
misconception /•kan'$epsh(a)n/ n 

mis'conduct /-'kondukt/ n 1 mismanagement of responsibilities 2 
adultery - misconduct /.miskan'dukt/ vt 

.miscon'strue /-kan’strooh/ \t to construe wrongly, misinterpret - 
misconstruction /-kan'struksh(3)n/ n 

mis'eount /-'kownt/ vt to count wrongly - vi to make a wrong count 
[ME misconten, fr MF mesconter, fr mes- 'mis- f conler to count] - 
miscount /*-/ n 

miscreant /’miskn ant/ adj or n (oO one who behaves cnminally or 
maliciously [ME miscreaunt disbeliever, heretic, fr MF mescreant, prp 
of mescroire to disbelieve, fr mes- 'mis- + croire to believe, fr L credere 

- more at crefd] 

.miscre'ate /-kn'ayt/ vt to create badly or incorrectly <a higher image, 
a legitimate hope she had d and deformed it. but it had been there - 
Margaret Drabble) 

.mis'eue /-'kyooh/ v; or n (to make) a faulty stroke in billiards or snooker 
in which the cue slips 

.mis'date /-'dayt/ vt to date (c g a letter) wrongly 
.mis'deal /-'decl/ vb to deal (cards) incorrectly - misdeal n 
.mis'deed /-'deed/ n a wrong deed, an offence 
.misda'meanour /-di'meena/ n 1 a minor enme formerly technically 
distinguished from a felony 2 a misdeed 

.misdi'rect /-di'rekt, -die-/ vt 1 to give a wrong direction to 2 to address 
(mail) wrongly - misdirection n 

mise-en-sc^ne /.meez onh 'sen {Fr miz d srn)/ n, pi mise-«n-soues 
/sen( 7 ) {Fr '^ )/ 1 the arrangement of actors, props, and scenery on a 
stage in a theatneal production 2 the environment or setting in which 
sthg takes place [F mise en some, lit , (action oO putting on stage] 
mitar /'mieza/ n a mean grasping person, esp one who hoards wealth [L 
miser miserable, wretched] - miserly adj, miserliness n 
miserable /'miz(a)rabl/ adj la wretchedly inadequate or meagre b 
causing extreme discomfort or unhappiness 2 in a pitiable state of distress 
or unhappiness 3 shameful, contemptible {a ^ failure} [ME, fr MF, fr 
L mtserabilis wretched, pitiable, fr miseran to pity, fr miser] - miserable- 
ness n, miserably adv 

miserere /.miza'rean/ n 1 cap the 5 1st Psalm 2 a misericord [L, be 
merciful, fr miseren to be merciful, fr miser wretched; fr the first word 
of the Psalm] 

misericord, misericorde /mi'zeiikawd/ n a ledge on the underside of the 
hinged seat of a choir stall, on which, when the seat is turned up, the 
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occupant can support him>/her$elf while standing (ML mtsercordia seat 
in church, fr L, mercy, fr mtscncord-, misencors merciful, fr wtscren + 
cord-, cor heart - more at heart] 

misery /'mizan/ n 1 (a cause oQ physical or mental sufTenng or 
discomfort 2 great unhappiness and distress 3 chiefly Br a grumpy or 
querulous person; esp a killjoy - infml [ME misene, misere. fr MF. fr L 
misena, fr miser] 

misfeasance /mis'feez(3)ns/ n the wrongful exercise of lawful authonty 
[MF mesfai'sance, fr mesfaire to do wrong, fr mes- 'mis- 4 faire to make, 
do, fr L faoere - more at ’do] miafeasor n 

.misf ield A'feeld/ vb to make a mistake in fielding (the ball) in cricket, 
baseball, etc - misfldd n 

.misfire /-'fie-a/ vi \ofa motor vehicle, engine, etc to have the explosive 
or propulsive charge fail to ignite at the proper time <r/ie engine ^ d> 2 
esp of a firearm to fail to fire 3 to fail to have an intended effect - misfire 
n 

'mfSifit A, fit/ n 1 sthg that fits badly 2 a person ixxirly adjusted to 
his/her environment 

.misfortune /-'fawchoohn, -chan/ n 1 bad luck 2 a distressing or 
unfortunate inadent or event; also the resultant unhappy situation 
(^feared that some would befall hery (^sympathized with her in 
her 

.mis'give A'giv/ vb miagave /-'gayv/; mlsffiven /-'giv(a)n/ to (cause to) 
be fearful or apprehensive 

.mis'giving /-'giving/ n a feeling of doubt, suspicion, or apprehension, 
esp concerning a future event 

.mis'govern /-'guvan/ vt to govern badly - misgovemment 
/-'guv(a)nmant, -'guvamant/ n 
.mis'guide /-‘gied/ vt to lead astray - misguidance n 
.mis'guided adj directed by mistaken ideas, pnnciples, or motives - 

misguidedly adv, miaguidcdncss n 

.mis'handis A'handl/ vr l to treat roughly, maltreat 2 to mismanage 
(a situation, crisis, etc) 

mishap /misjiap/ n an unfortunate accident [ME. ft ‘mis- -t- hap 
(happening, chance), fr ON happ good luck] 

.mis'hear /-'hia/ vb misheard /-'huhd/ to hear wrongly 
.mis'hit /-'hit/ vt mishit; -tt- to hit (a ball or stroke) faultily - mishit 
/’mts.hit/ n 

mishmash /'mish.mash/ n a hotchpotch, jumble > infml [partly fr 
MHG misch-masch, redupl of mischen to mix, partly fr Yiddish mish- 
mash, fr MHG mischmasch] 

Mishnah, Mishna /mishna/ n the collection of Jewish traditions com- 
piled about AD 200 to form the basis of the Talmud [Heb mishnah 
instruction, oral law, fr shanah to repeat, learn] - Mishnaic /-'nayik/ 
adj 

misinform /jnisin'fawm/ vt to give untrue or misleading information to 
- aiisiiifoniiation /-uif3'may$h(9)n/ n 

.misin'tarprat Ain'tuhpnt/ vt to understand or explain wrongly - 
misiaterpretatioB /-in.tuhpn'taysh(9)n/ n 

.mis'judga A'juj/ vr 1 to estimate wrongly 2 to have an unjust opinion 
of ~ VI to make a mistaken judgment - misjudgment n 
Miskito /mi'skeetoh/ n, pi Miskitos, esp collectively Miskito a member, 
or the language, of a people of Nicaragua and Honduras 
mislay /mis'lay/ vt mislaid /-'layd/ to leave in an unremembered 
place 

.mis'laad /-leed/ vt misled /-'led/ to lead in a wrong direction or into 
a mistaken action or belief - misleadingly adv 
.mis'manage A'manij/ vt to manage wrongly or incompe|pitly - 

mismanagement n 

.mis'match A'mach/ vt to match incorrectly or unsuitably, esp in 
mamage - mismatch /’-,-/ n 
.mis'nama A'naym/ vt to call by the wrong name 
.mis'nomar A'nohma/ n (a use oO a wrong name or designation [ME 
misnoumer, fr MF mesnommer to misname, fr mes- 'mis- 4 nommer to 
name, fr L nommare - more at nominate] 
miso- - see *Mis- 

misogamist /mi'sogamist, mie-/ n one who hates marriage [Gk mis- 
* 0118 - 4- gamos marriage] - misogamy n 

misogynist /mi'soj(a)n ist, mie-/ n one who hates women [Gk miso- 
gynes, fr mis- Hnis- -t- gyne woman] - misogynons adj, miMgyny n, 
sdsoorsistic A'istik/ adj 

misology /mi'sobji* mie-/ n a hatred of argument, reasoning, or knowl- 
edge (Ok misohgia, fr mis- *mis- > -logia -logy] 
mispiscs /mis'plays/ W la to put in the wrong place b to mislay 2 to 
direct towards a wrong object or outcome d affectionsy d enthusi- 


asmy 3 to fail to suit to the occasion <^d humoury - misplace- 
ment n 

.mis'print A'pnnt/ vt to pnnt wrongly - misprint A,-/ n 
misprision /mis'pnzh(9)n/ n 1 misconduct or neglect of (public) duty 
2 concealment of treason or felony by sby not actually a participant [ME, 
fr MF mesprison error, wrongdoing, fr OF, fr mespns, pp of mesprendre 
to make a mistake, fr mes- 'mis- 4 prendre to take, fr L prehendere to 
seize - more at prehensile] 

.mispro'nounce /-pra'nowns/ vt to pronounce wrongly 
,mispro.nunci'ation Apr3,nunsraysh(3)n/ n (an instance oQ mis- 
pronouncing 

.mis'quote /-'kwoht/ vt to quote incorrectly - misquotation 
/-kwoh'taysh(3)n/ n 

.mis'read /-‘reed/ vt misread /-'red/ to read or interpret incorrectly 
.misre'port /-n'pawt/ vt to report falsely - misreport n 
.misrepre'sant /-repn'zcnt/ vt to represent falsely, give an untrue or 
misleading account of ~ misrepresentation /-'taysh(3)n/ n 
\mis‘rule /-'roohl/ vt to rule incompetently 
^mis'rule n 1 misruling or being misruled 2 disorder, anarchy 
'miss /mis/ vt 1 to fail to hit, reach, contact, or attain <-^ed the 
trainy (his arrow ^ed the marky ('^ed her step and fell heavily) 2 to 
discover or feel the absence of, esp with regret (didn’t ^ his cheque book 
for several daysy < — ed his wife desperately > 3 to escape, avoid (narrowly 
ed being run over) 4 to leave out. omit - often 4 out 5 to fail to 
understand, sense, or expenence (he ---ed the point of the speech) 6 to 
fail to perform or attend <-ed his appointment) 7 to fail to take 
advantage of (never ~cs an opportunity of playing golf) --vi I to fail 
to hit sthg 2 to misfire (the engine ed> [ME missen, fr OE missan, akin 
to OHG missan to miss, L mutare lo change] - miss out on to lose or not 
to have had (a good opportunity) (people who missed out on further 
education) - miss the boat to fail to take advantage of an opportunity 
^miss n 1 a failure to hit 2 a failure to attain a desired result 3 a deliberate 
avoidance or omission of sthg (felt so full he gave the dessert a —) 
*mi88 n la - used as a title preceding the name of an unmarried woman 
or girl b - used before the name of a place or of a line of activity or before 
some epithet to form a title for a usu young unmarried female who is 
representative of the thing indicated <Miss World) 2 young lady used 
without a name as a conventional term of address to a young woman 3 
a young unmarried woman or girl - chiefly infml [short for mistress] 
mi88al /’misl/ n a book containing the order of service of the mass for 
the whole year [ME messel, fr MF & ML, MF, fr ML missalc, fr ncut 
of missalis of the mass, fr LL missa mass - more at 'mass] 

‘mi88el .thru8h /'misl/ n misile iiirdsh 

mi88hape /.mis’shayp/ vt to shape badly, deform - misshapen adj, 
misshapenly adv 

mi88ite /'misiel, NAm 'misl/ n an object thrown or projected, usu so as 
to strike sthg at a distance; also a self-propelled weapon that travels 
through the air [L, fr neut of missilis capable of being thrown, fr missus, 
pp of mittere to throw, send - more at smitl] 

mi88ilery /'misln/ n (the science dealing with the design, manufacture, 
and use of guided) missiles 

mi88ing /'mismg/ adj absent; also lost ('^ in action) 

.mi88ing 'link /i 1 an item needed to complete a continuous senes 2 a 
supposed intermediate form between man and his anthropoid ances- 
tors 

mi88ion /'mish(a)n/ n la a ministry commissioned by a religious 
organization to propagate its faith or carry on humanitanan work, usu 
abroad b assignment to or work in a riel4 of missionary enterpnse c a 
mission establishment d pi organized missionary work e a campaign to 
increase church membership or strengthen ^hnstian faith 2a a group sent 
to a foreign country to negotiate, advise, ate b a permanent embassy or 
legation 3 a specific task with which a person or group is charged 4a a 
definite military, naval, or aerospace task (a bombing ^)(a space ) 
b a flight operation of an aircraft or spacecraft in the performance of a 
mission (a ^ to Mars) 5 a calling, vocation [NL. ML. & L; NL mission-, 
missio religious mission, fr ML. task assigned, fr L, act of sending, fr 
missus, pp of mittere] 

'missionary /*mish9n(a)n/ adj 1 relating to, engaged in, or devoted to 
missions 2 characteristic of a missionary 
’misaiOnary n a person undertaking a mission; esp one in charge of a 
religious mission in some remote part of the world 
missionary position n a position for sexual intercourse in which the 
woman lies on her back with the man above and facing her, regarded as 
the conventional position [fr its being reputedly advocated as the proper 
position by missionaries to pnmitive peoples] 
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missioner /'mishana/ n a person engaged in parochial missionary 
work 

missive /'misiv/ n a written communication, a letter - fml [MF kttre 
missive, lit., letter intended to be sent] 

misspell /.mis'spel/ vt misspelt, Nam chiefly misspelled to spell incor- 
rectly 

.mis'spend /-'spend/ v/ misspent /-'spent/ to spend wrongly or foolishly, 
squander (^regretted his misspent youth'"} 

.mis'state /-'stayt/ vt to state incorrectly, give a false account of - 

misstatement n 

.mis'step /-'step/ o 1 a wrong step 2 a blunder 
missus, missis /'misiz/ /i 1 a wife - infml or humor {have you met the 
^ 2 chiefly Br - used to address a married woman, infml [alter of 

mistress] 

missy /'misi/ n a young girl; miss - infml 

'mist /mist/ n 1 water in the form of diffuse particles in the atmosphere, 
esp near the earth's surface 2 sthg that dims or obscures (the -- s of time'y 
3 a film, esp of tears, before the eyes 4a a cloud of small particles 
suggestive of a mist b a suspension of a finely divided liquid in a gas [MF, 
fr OE, akin to MD mist mist, Gk omichle] 

’mist VI to be or become misty vt to cover (as lO with mist 
'mistake /mi'stayk/ vf mistook /mi'stook/, mistaken /mi'staykan/ I to 
choose wrongly <mistook her way in the dark') 2a to misunderstand the 
meaning, intention, or significance of b to estimate wrongly 3 to identify 
wrongly, confuse with another </ mistcxik him for his brother) [ME 
mistaken, fr ON mistaka to take by mistake, fr mis- ‘mis- ♦ taka to take 
- more at iaki ] 

’mistake n 1 a misunderstanding of the meaning or significance of sthg 
2 a wrong setio.'^ sn slatement ansing from faulty judgment, inadequate 
knowledge, or carelessness 

mistaken /mi'staykan/ adj 1 of a person wrong in opinion (if you think 
he’s honest, you’re ~ > 2 of an action, idea, etc based on wrong thinking, 
incorrect (trusted him in the ^ belief that he v^as honesf) - mistakenly 
adv 

mister /'mista/ n I - used sometimes in writing instead of the usual Mr 
2 sir - used without a name as a generalized infml term of direct address 
of a man who is a stranger 3 a man not entitled to a title of rank or an 
hononfic or professional title [alter of 'roasfer] 
mistime /.mis'tiem/ vt to time badly 

'mistle .thrush, missel thrush /'misl/ n n large Eurasian thrush with 
larger spots on its uiiderparts than the song thrush [obs mistle. missel 
(mistletw), fr ME mistel, fr OE, fr its feeding on mistletoe berries] 
mistletoe /'misl.ioh/ n a European shrub that grows as a parasuc on the 
branches of trees and has thick leaves and waxy white glutinous berncs 
[ME misiilto basil, fr OE misteltan, fr mistel mistletoe, basil i tan twig, 
akin to OHG & OS mistil mistletoe, OHG /ein twig] 
mistral /'mistral, mi'strahl (Fr mistral)/ n a strong cold dry northerly 
wind of S France [F, fr Prov, fr mistral masterful, fr L magistralis - more 
at magistral] 

mistreat /,mis'trcct/ vr to treat badly [ME mistreten, prob tr MF 
mestrajtier, fr OF, fr mis- 'mis- i traitier to treat - more at triat] - 

mistrestment n 

mistress /'mistns/ n la a woman in a position of power or auihonty 
b the female head of a household 2 a woman who has achieved mastery 
of a subject or skill 3 sthg personified as female that rules or directs 4 
a woman with whom a man has a continuing sexual relationship outside 
marriage 5 chiefly Br a schoolmistress (thoroughly disliked the maths 
'-->6 archaic a sweetheart 7 - used archaically as a title pret'eding the 
name of a woman and now superseded by Mrs, Miss, and [ME 
maistresse, fr MF, fr OF, fern of maistre master - more at master] 
mistrial /,mis'tne-al/ n a tnal declared void because of some error in the 
proceedings 

,mis'trust /-'trust/ vf 1 to have little trust m; be suspicious of 2 to doubt 
the reliability or effectiveness of - mistrust n. mistrusted adj, mistrustful 
adj, mistrustfiilly adv 

misty /'misti/ adj 1 obscured by mist 2 not clear to the mind or 
understanding; indistinct - mistily adv, mistiness n 
misundarstand /.misunda'stand/ vt 1 to fail to understand 2 to 
interpret incorrectly 

.misundar'standing /-'standing/ n 1 a failure to understand; a misin- 
terpretation 2 a disagreement, dispute 
.mia'uaaga /-'yoohsij/ n 1 bad treatment; abuse 2 wrong or improper 
use (e g of words) [MF mesusage, fr mis- 4- usage] 

.mis'uae /-'yoohz/ vr 1 to put to wrong or improper use 2 to abuse or 


maltreat [ME misusen, partly fr mis- + usen to use; partly fr MF mesuser 
to abuse, fr OF, fr mis- + user to use] - misuse /.mis'yoohs/ n 
mite /miet/ n 1 any of numerous (extremely) small arachnids that often 
infest animals, plants, and stored foods 2 a small coin or sum of money 
(a widow’s ^ > 3 a very small object or creature; esp a small child [ME, 
fr OE mitc, akin to MD mite mite, small copper com, OHG meizan to 
cut. OE gemad silly, (2) ME. fr MF, small Flemish copper com, fr MD] 

- a mite to a small extent - infml 

Mithras /'mithras/ n an ancient Persian god whose cult flounshed m the 
late Roman empire and had as its central ceremony the sacnfice of a bull 
[L, fr Gk. fr (3Per Mithra] - MithraJc /mi'thrayik/ adj, Mithraist n, 
Mithraism /mithra, iz(3)m/ n 

mithridate /mithndayt/ n a sweetened medicinal preparation formerly 
held to be a universal antidote to poison [ML mithndatum, fr LL 
mithndatium, fr L, dogtooth violet (used as an antidote), fr Gk mithrida- 
tion, fr Mithndata Mithndates VI t63 nc King of Pontus, who reputedly 
inured himself to poisons] 

mitigate /'mitigayt/ vt 1 to cause to become less harsh or hostile 2a to 
make less severe or painful, alleviate b to extenuate <mitigating circum- 
stances) [ME mitigaten, fr L mitigatus, pp of mitigate to soften, fr mitis 
soft + -igare (akin to L agere to dnve); akm to OIr moith soft - more at 
agfnt] - mitigatory /'miti.gayUn, -gat(a)n/ adj, mitigatioo 
/-'gaysh(3)n/ n 

mitochondrion /,mietoh'kondn-an/ n, pi mitoebondria /-dn-a/ any of 
several organelles in a cell that are nch m fats, protans, and enzymes and 
produce energy through cellular respiration [NL, fr Gk mitos thread 
chondnon, dim of chondros gram - more at grind] - mitochondrial adj, 
mitochondrially adv 

mitosis /mie'tohsis/ n, pi mitoses /-seez/ the formation of 2 new nucla 
from an onginal nucleus, each having the same number of chromosomes 
as the original nucleus, during cell division; also cell division in which this 
occurs - compare mf.iosis [NL. fr Gk mitos thread) - mitotic /mie'iotik/ 
adj 

mitrailleuse /.meetne'uhz/ n a machine gun (with several bar- 
rels) [F] 

mitral /'mictral/ adj relating to. being, or adjoining a bicuspid valve 

['MITRF ♦ ‘-AI.] 

'mitral .valve n bicuspid valvl 

'mitre, NAm chiefly miter /mieta/ n 1 a tall pointed divided headdress 
with 2 bands hanging down at the back worn by bishops and abbots on 
ceremonial occasions GARMENr 2 mitre joint 3^a seam joining 
2 pans of a sail whose fabnc runs in different directions ship [ME 
mitre U MF, fr OF, fr L mitra headband, turban, fr Gk. akin to Skt mitra 
fnendj 

’mitre, NAm chiefly miter vt I to bevel the ends of to make a mitre joint 
2 to match or fit together in a mitre joint 
'mitre .box n a device for guiding a handsaw at the proper angle in 
making a mitre joint in wood 

'mitre .gear n either of a pair of bevel gears with axes at nght angles 
'mitre .joint n a joint made by cutting the ends of 2 pieces of wood at 
an oblique angle so that they form a nght angle when fitted together 
mitt /mit/ n la a glove that leaves the (ends of the) fingers uncovered 
b MiiThN 1 c a baseball catcher’s protective glove made in the style of 
a mitten 2 a hand or paw, specif a person's hand - infml [short for 
mitten] 

mitten /'mit(3)n/ n 1 a glove that is divided into one part covenng the 
fingers and another part covenng the thumb 2 mitt la [ME mitain, fr 
MF mi tame fr OF, fr mite mitten] 

mitzvah /mitsvah/ n, pi mitzvoth /"mitsvoht. -vohth, -vohs/, mitzvahs 
1 a commandment of the Jewish law 2 a chantable act considered in 
Judaism to be specially praiseworthy [Heb miswah] 

'mix /miks/ vr la(l) to combine or blend into a mass (2) to combme with 
another - often + tn (prepare the soup and ^ in the herbs') b to bnng 
into close association <« business with pleasure) 2 to prepare by mixing 
different components or ingredients < ^ a dnnk) 3 to control the balance 
of (vanous sounds), esp dunng the recording of a film, broadcast, record, 
etc vj la to become mixed b to be capable of mixing 2 to seek or enjoy 
the society of others 3 to crossbreed 4 to become actively involved 
(decided not to ^ in politics) [ME mixen, back-formation fr mixre 
mixed, fr MF, fr L nuxtus, pp of miscere to mix, akin to Gk migaynai 
to mix] - mil it to fight, brawl - infml 
’mix tt 1 an act or process of mixing 2 a product of mixing; spedf a 
commercially prepared mixture of food ingredienu 3 a combination (the 
right ofjo^ people, and amenities - The Times) 4 a combination in 
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definite proportions of 2 or more recordings (eg of a singer and an 
accompaniment) 

mixtd /mikst/ adj 1 combining diverse elements 2 made up of or 
involving people of different races, national origins, religions, classes, or 
sexes 3 including or accompanied by conflicting or dissimilar elements 
fediags} 4 denving from 2 or more races or breeds <ji person of ^ 
blood} [ME mixte] 

.mixed 'bag n a miscellaneous collection, an assortment 
.mixed e'conomy n an economic system in which free enterpnse and 
nationalized industries coexist , 

.mixed 'farming n the growing of food crops and the rearing of livestock 
on the same farm 

.mixed 'grill n a dish of several meats and vegetables gnlled together 
.mixed 'metaphor n a combination of incongruous metaphors (e g in 
iron out bottlenecks) 

.mixed 'number n a number (e g composed of an integer and a 
fraction 

,mixed*'up adj marked by perplexity, uncertainty, or disnrder; confused 

- infml 

mixer /miksd/ n la a set of adjustable electrical resistances or attenua- 
tors used to combine signals, esp sound signals, from a number of sources 
in variable proportions for recording, broadcasting, etc. also one who 
operates such a device b a container, device, or machine for mixing sthg 
(e g food or concrete) 2a a person considered with respect to his/her 
sociability <wa5 shy and a poor ^ > b a nonalcoholic beverage intended 
to be drunk mixed with i>pints ['mix ^-er] 
mixture /'mikscha/ n la mixing or being mixed b the relative propor- 
tions of constituents; specif the proportion of fuel to air produced in a 
carburettor 2a (a portion oO matter consisting of 2 or more components 
in varying proportions that retain their own properties b a fabric woven 
of different coloured threads c a combination of several different kinds, 
a blend [MF, fr OF misture, fr L mixtura, fr mixtus] 

'mix*, up J7 a state or instance of confusion 

mix up vt 1 to make untidy or disordered 2 to mistake or confuse <ir’s 
eas; to mix her up with her sister} 

mizzen, mlzen /'miz(a)n/ n (the principal fore-and-afl sail set on) a 
mizzenmast 3'’ ship (ME meson, fr MF misaine, prob denv of Ar 
mazzan mast] 

'mIzzPn jT fyt A,mahst/ n the mast behind the mainmast in a sailing 
vessel SHIP 

mizzle /mizl/ vi mizzling /'mizling, 'mizl ing/ to dnzzle [ME misellen* 
akin to Flem mtzzelen to drizzle, MD m/st fog, mist] - mizzle n, mizzly 
adj 

'mnemonic /m'monik, nee-/ adj 1 assisting or intended to assist the 
memory 2 of memory [Gk mndnonikos, fr mndnon mindful, fr 
kesthai to remember - more at mind] - mnemonicnily adv 
’mnemonic n a mnemonic device or code 

mne'monice n pi but sing in constr the art of improving the memory 
mo, mo* /moh/ n, chiefly Br a very short space of time, a moment - infml; 
often in half a mo [short for moment] 

moa /'moh-a/ n a very large extinct flightless bird of New Zealand 
[Maori] 

'moan /mohn/ n \ a complaint <^the unflagging stream of and queries 

- Honey Magazine} 2 a low prolonged sound of pain or gnef [ME /none, 
fr (assumed) OE man] 

’moan w 1 to lament 2 to utter with moans ^ w 1 to produce (a sound 
like) a moan 2 to complain, grumble ^always ^ ing on about something} 

'moat /moht/ n a deep wide trench round a castle, fortified home, etc that 
is usu filled with water ^3" church (ME mote, prob fr MF motte 
bank, mound, fr OF mote] 

’moat vt to surround (as if) with a moat <a ed grange} 

'mob /mob/ n 1 the masses, populace 2 a disorderly notous crowd 3 a 
criminal gang 4 chiefly Austr a flock, drove, or herd of animals S sing 
orplin constr, chiefly Br a crowd, bunch - infml [short for earlier mobile, 
fr L mobile vulgus fickle crowd] - mobbiab adj, mobocncy n 
’mob vt -bb- 1 to attack in a large crowd or group 2 to crowd round, esp 
out of curiosity or admiration 

*mob .cap n a woman's full soft cap with a fnll round the edge [mob 
(woman’s cap; perh modif of obs D mop) cap] 

'mobila /'mohbiel/ a4f 1 capable of moving or being moved 2 changing 
quickly in expression or mo^ 3 (capable oO undergoing movement into 
a different social class 4 marked by movement warfare} [MF. fr L 
mobilis, fr moven to move] - ■oMUty /moh'bibti, ms-/ n 


’mobile n a structure (e g of cardboard or metal) with usu suspended parts 
that are moved in different planes by uir currents or machinery 
mobil'ize, -ise /'mohbilicz/ vt la to put into movement or circulation 
b to release (sthg stored in the body) for use in an organism 2a to assemble 
and make ready (e g troops) for active service b to marshal (e g resources) 
for action ^ vi to undergo mobilization - mobilization /-'zaysh(9)n/ n 
Mbbius strip /"muhbi ds/ n a one-sided surface that is constructed from 
a rectangle by holding one end fixed, rotating the opposite end through 
180‘, and joining it to the first end [August Mobius tl868 G mathema- 
tician] 

mobster /'mobsts/ n, chiefly NAm a member of a cnminal gang 
moccasin /'mokasin/ n a soft leather heelless shoe with the sole brought 
up the sides of the foot and joined to the upper by a puckered seam 
GARMFNT [of Algonquian origin, akin to Natick niokkusstn shoe] 
mocha /'moka, 'mohka/ //la coffee of supenor quality, specif grown 
in Arabia 2 a flavouring obtained from a (mixture of cocoa or chocolate 
with a) strong coffee infusion [Mocha, town in Arabia] 

'mock /mok/ vt 1 to treat with contempt or ridicule 2 to disappoint the 
hopes of 3 to mimic in fun or dension ~ vi to jeer, scoff [ME mocken, 
fr MF moequer, fr OF moquicr] - mocker n, mockingly adv 
’mock n a school examination used as a rehearsal for an official one 
’mock adj (having the character) of an imitation or simulation 
cream} (a ^ battle} 

’mock adv in an insincere or pretended mariner - usu in combination 
<mock-<e/7ous> 

mockery /'mokan/ n 1 jeenng or contemptuous behaviour or words 2 
an object of laughter or derision 3 a deceitful or contemptible imitation, 
a travesty 4 sthg insultingly or ndiculously inappropriate 
mockingbird /'moking,buhd/ n a common bird of esp the southern 
USA that imitates the calls of other birds 
.mock 'orange n an ornamental shrub of the hydrangea family with 
showy aromatic white flowers 

mock turtle soup n a soup made from a calfs head in imitation of 
green turtle soup 

'rnock-.up n a full-sized structural model built accurately to scale 
'mod /mod/ n a Gaelic competitive festival of the arts, esp singing and 
recitation, held in Scotland [ScGacl mod, fr ON mot meeting, akin to OF 
mot assembly - more at Mcxjr] 

’mod n, often cap a member of a group of young people in Britain, esp in 
the 1960s, noted for their neat and distinctive style of dress - compare 
ROCKER 3 [short for modem] - mod adj, often tap 
modal /'mohdl/ adj I of modality in logic 2 of or being (in) a mode (e g 
in music), spec/fbeing in one of the church modes rather than a major 
or minor key 3 of general form or structure as opposed to particular 
substance or content 4 of or being a form or category indicating 
grammatical mood [ML modalis, fr L modus] - modally adv 
modal auxiliary n an auxiliary verb (e g can, must, may) expressing a 
distinction of mood 

modality /moh'dabti/ n I a modal quality or attnbute, a form 2 the 
classiflcation of logical propositions according to the possibility, impossi- 
bility, contingency, or necessity of their content 3 a procedure (eg 
massage) or apparatus used in (physical) therapy 4 'mood [modai. + 
-ity] 

mod con /.mod 'kon/ n, Br a modern convenience, esp a household 
fitting or device designed to increase comfort or save time - infml; often 
in all mod cons 

'mode /mohd/ n la an arrangement of the 8 diatonic musical notes of 
an octave in any of several fixed schemes which use different patterns of 
whole tones and semitones between successive notes b a rhythmical 
scheme, esp in 13th and 14ih-c music 2 ^mood 3 modamty 2 4a a 
particular form or vanety of sthg b a fonp or manner of expression, a 
style 5 a way of doing or carrying out sihg 6 a particular functional 
arrangement or condition <a spacecraft in orbiting ^} 7 the most 
frequently occurring value in a set of date statistics 8 any of 
various stationary vibration patterns of which an elastic body or oscilla- 
tory system is capable <fAe vibration o/'a propeller blade} [ME 
moede, fr L modus measure, manner, musital mode - more at mete; (3) 
LL modus, fr L] 

’mode n a prevailing fashion or style (e g of dress or behaviour) > fml [F, 
fr L modus] 

'model /'modi/ n 1 structural design <bu//l his home on the ~ of an old 
farmhouse^ 2 a replica of sthg in relief or 3 dimensions; also a representa- 
tion of sthg to be constructed 3 an example worthy of imiution or 
emulation (this essay is a ^ of clarity} 4 sby or sthg that serves as a 
pattern for an artist; esp one who poses for an artist 5 one who is 
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employed to wear merchandise, esp clothing, in order to display it <a 
fashion ^ > 6 a type or design of an article or product (e g a garment or 
car) 7 a (simplified) description or analogy used to help visualize sthg (e g 
an atom) that cannot be directly observed 8 a system of postulates, data, 
and inferences presented as a mathematical descnption of an entity or 
state of affairs 9 a prostitute - euph (MF modelle, fr Olt modello, fr 
(assumed) VL modellus, fr L modulus small measure, fr modus] 
'model yb -11- (NAm -1-, -ll-), /'modl ing/ vt 1 to plan or form after a 
pattern 2 to shape in a mouldable matenal; broadly to produce a 
representation or simulation of (using a computer to ^ a problem') 3 to 
construct or fashion in imitation of a particular model 4 to display, esp 
by weanng led hats for a living) '^vi 1 to design or imitate forms 2 
to work or act as a fashion model - modeller n 
'model adj 1 (worthy oO being a pattern for others (a ~ student) 2 being 
a miniature representation of sthg (a ^ aeroplane) 
modem /'mohdem/ n an electronic device that converts data from a form 
understandable by a computer into a form that can be transmitted via a 
telephone line, radio signal, etc and that reconverts data so received (e g 
to allow communication between distant computers) [modulator » 
demodulator] 

'moderate /mod(3)rat/ adj la avoiding extremes of behaviour or 
expression b not violent, temperate 2a being (somewhat less than) 
average in quality, amount, or degree b (done or kept) within reasonable 
limits < ^ wage demands) [MR, fr L moderatus, fr pp of moderare to 
moderate, akin to L modus measure] • moderately adv, moderate- 
ness n 

'moderate /'modarayt/ vt 1 to lessen the intensity or extremeness of 2 
to preside over -^vi 1 to act as a moderator 2 to decrease in violence, 
seventy, intensity, volume - moderation /-'raysh(a)n/ n 
'moderate /'mod(3)r3t/ n one who holds moderate views or favours a 
moderate course ['mtiderare] 

moderate breeze n wind having a speed of 20 to 28km/h (13 to 
I8mph) 

moderate gale n wind having a speed of 50 to 61 km/h (32 to 
38niph) 

Moderations /,mod9'raysh(3)ns/ n pi the first honours examination at 
Oxford in some subjects [modenifor (university official presiding over 
examinations)] 

moderato /.moda'rahloh/ adv or adj in a moderate tempo - used in 
music (It, fr L moderatus] 

moderator /'modarayta/ n 1 a mediator 2 the presiding officer of a 
Presbytenan governing body 3 a substance (e g graphite) used for slowing 
down neutrons in a nuclear reactor - moderatorship n 
modern /'modan/ adj la (charactenstic) of a penod extending from a 
particular point in the past to the present time b (characteristic) of the 
present or the immediate past, contemporary 2 involving recent tech- 
niques, styles, or ideas 3 cap constituting the present or most recent 
period of a language [LL modemus, fr L mode just now, fr modus 
measure - more at mfte] - modemnesa, modernity /mo'duhnati, 
ma-/ n ^ 

.Modern 'English n English since the late 15th c 3“ language 
modernism /‘modaniz(3)m/ n 1 a practice, usage, or expression charac- 
tenstic of modem times 2 often cap a tendency in theology to adapt 
traditional doctnne to contemporary thought by minimizing the role of 
the supernatural 3 the theory and practices of modem art, esp a search 
for new forms of expression involving a deliberate break with the past - 
modernist n or adj, modernistic /-'nistik/ adj 

modern-ize, -ise /'modaniez/ vt to adapt to modem needs, style, or 
standards — vi to adopt modem views, habits, or techniques - modvrnizs- 
tion /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

,modern 'languages n pi but smg or pi in constr contemporary foreign 
languages as a subject of academic study 
.modern 'maths /maths/ n pi but sing or pi in constr mathematics that 
is based on set theory, esp as taught in pnmary and secondary schools 
modern pentathlon n a contest in which all contestants compete in 
a 3(X)-m freestyle swimming race, a 40(X)-m cross-country run, a 5(X)0-m 
30-jump equestnan steeplechase, cp4e fencing, and target shooting 
at 25m 

modest /'modist/ adj 1 having a moderate estimate of one's abilities or 
worth; not boastful or self-assertive 2 (charactenstic) of a modest nature 
3 carefully observant of proprieties of dress and behaviour 4 small or 
limited in size, amount, or aim [L modestus moderate; akin to L modus 
measure] - modestly adv, modesty n 

modicum /'modikom/ n a small or limited amount [ME, fr L, neut of 
modicus moderate, fr modus measure] 


modification /,modifi'kaysh(9)n/ n 1 the limiting of a statement 2 the 
making of a limited change to sthg 

modifier /'modiffe-d/ n a word or word group that modifies another 
[modify + ^-er] 

modify /'modifie/ vt 1 to make less extreme 2 to limit in meaning, 
qualify 3a to make minor changes in b to make basic changes in, often 
for a specific purpose ^ vi to undergo change [ME modifien, fr MF 
nuDdifier, fr L modificare to measure, moderate, fr modus] - modifiable 
adj 

modish /'mohdish/ adj fashionable, stylish - roodishly adv, modish- 
ness n 

Mods /mod// n pi Moderations - infml 

modular /'modyoob/ adj of or based on a module or modulus - 
modularly adv, modularity /-'larati/ n 

modular arithmetic n arithmetic that deals with whole numbers that 
have been replaced by the remainders left after division by a fixed number 
(in a ^ with modulus 5. .? multiplied by 4 would be 2) 
modulate /‘mixlyoolayt/ vt 1 to vary in tone, make tuneful one's 
voice) 2 to adjust to or keep in proper measure or proportion 3 to vary 
the amplitude, frequency, or phase of (a earner wave or signal) by 
combining with a wave of a different frequency, so as to transmit a radio, 
television, etc signal ^ vi to pass by regular chord or melodic progression 
from one musical key or tonality into another [L modulatus, pp of 
modular! to play, sing, fr modulus small measure, rhythm, dim of modus 
measure - more at Mbrr] - modulator n, modulatory /'modyoobt(a)n/ 
adj, modulation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

module /'modyoohl/ n 1 a standard or unit of measure, esp one by which 
the proportions of an architectural composition are regulated 2 a stan- 
dardized or independent unit used in construction (eg of buildings, 
electronic systems, or spacecraft) -^3^ space [L modulus] 
modulo /'modyooloh/ prep with respect to a modulus of < 19 and 54 give 
the same value 7) [NL, abl of modulus] 

modulus /'modyoobs/ n, pi moduli /-he/ 1 a constant or coefficient that 
expresses the degree in which a property is possessed by a substance or 
body 2a the positive square root of the sum of the positive values of the 
squares of the real and imaginary parts of a complex number b a number 
that IS used to divide another number in order to find out the remainder 
(e g in modular anthmetic) c the factor by which a logarithm of a number 
to one base is multiplied to obtain the loganihm of the number to a new 
base [NL, fr L, small measure] 

modus operand! /.mohdas opa'randi/ n, pi modi operand! /'mohdie/ 
a method of procedure [NL] 

.modus vrvendi /vi'vendi/ n. pi modi vivendi 1 a practical compro- 
mise, esp 'vrtween opposed or quarrelling parties 2 a manner of living; a 
way of life [NL, manner of living] 

mofette, moffettc /moh'fci (Fr mofrt)/ n a vent in the earth from which 
carbon dioxide and some nitrogen and oxygen escape [F mofette gaseous 
exhalation] 

Mogadon /'moga.don/ trademark - used for nitrazepam 
moggie, moggy /’mogi/ n, Br cat la - infml [prob fr Mog, nickname 
for Margaret] 

mogul /'mohg(3)l/ n 1 Mogul, Mogbul a member of a Mushm dynasty 
of Turkish and Mongolian ongin ruling India from the 16th to the 1 8th 
c 2 a great or prominent (business) person [Per Mughul, fr Mongolian 
Mongol] 

mohair /’moh.heo/ n a fabne or yam made (partly) from the long silky 
hair of the Angora goat - compare angora 2 [modif of obs It mocatarro, 
fr Ar mukhayyai, lit., choice] 

Mohammedan /m9'hamid(a)n/ adj Muhammadan 
Mohawk /’moh.hawk/ n, pi Mobawka, esp collectively Mohawk 1 (the 
language of) a member of a N Amencan Indian people of the Mohawk 
nver valley in New York State 2 often not cap a turn in ice-skating from 
an edge of one foot to the same edge of the other foot in the opposite 
direction - compare choctaw [of Algonquian ongin; akin to Narragan- 
set Mohowauuck] 

Mohican /moh'heekan. m^-/ n, pi Mohicans, esp collectively Mohican 
(the language oO a member of a N Amencan Indian people of the upper 
Hudson nver valley 

Moho /'mohjioh/ n the point of transition between the earth’s crust and 
mantle [short for Mohorovicic discontinuity, fr Andrija Mohorovtdic 
tl936 Yugoslav geologist] 

Mohock /'moh.hok/ n a member of a gang of aristocratic ruffians who 
molested people in London streets in the 18th c (alter, of Mohawk] 
Mohorovicic discontinuity /.moh ha'rohvachich/ n the Moho 
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'Mohs' .seals /mohz/ n a scale of hardness for minerals [Fnednch 
Mobs tl839 G mineralogist] 

moldore /'moydaw/ n a former Portuguese gold com [modif of Pg 
moetU de ouro, lit , coin of gold] 

moiaty /moyati/ n 1 either of 2 (approximately) equal parts 2 any of 
the portions into which sthg is divided [ME moite, (r MF moite, fr LL 
medietMt-, medietas, fr L medius middle - more at mid] 
moir6 /mwahray {Fr mware)/, moire /'mwahray; aJso mwah/ n an 
irregular wavy sheen on a fabnc or metal [F moire, fr moire like watered 
mohair, fr E mohair] ~ moire ad/ 

moist /moyst/ adj 1 slightly wet; damp 2 highly humid [ME moiste, 
fr MF, fr (assumed) VL musetdus, alter, of L mucidus slimy, fr mucus] 
- moistly adv, moistness n, moisten /'moysn/ vb 
moisture /'moyscha/ n liquid diffused, condensed, or absorbed in 
relatively small amounts [ME, modif of MF moistour, fr moiste] 
moisturize, -ise /'moyscha.nez/ vt to add or restore moisture to (e g the 
skin) - moisturizer n 

moke/mohk/n 1 Bra donkey 2 Aus/r a horse, esp of poor appearance 
USE slang [ongin unknown] 
mol /mohl/ n 'mole 

molel /'mohlal/ adj of or containing 1 gram molecule (of solute) in 1kg 
of solvent - not now used technically [‘mole] - molality /moh- 
'lalati/ n 

'molar /'mohb/ n a gnnding tooth with a rounded or flattened surface, 
specif one lying behind the incisors and canines of a mammal — ^ 
DIGESTION [L molans, fr moJans of a mill, fr mola millstone - more at 
mill] 

‘molar adj of or located near the molar teeth 

‘molar adj 1 of a mass of matter as distinguished from the properties of 
individual molecules or atoms 2 of or containing 1 gram molecule (of 
solute) in 1 litre of solution <a ^ solution} [(1) L moles mass - more at 
'mole; (2) 'mo/e] - molarity /moh'larati/ n 
molaasas /ma'lasiz/ n the darkest most viscous syrup remaining after 
all sugar that can be separated by crystallization has been removed dunng 
the refining of raw sugar [Pg melago, fr LL mellaceum grape juice, fr L 
mell-, meJ honey ~ more at mellifluous] 
mold /mohld/ vt or n, NAm (to) mould 

'molo /mohl/ n a pigmented spot, mark, or lump on the human body, esp 
a naevus [ME, fr OE mal\ akin to OHG meil spot] 

‘mole n 1 any of numerous small burrowing^nsect-eatmg mammals with 
minute eyes, concealed ears, and soft fur 3** iood 2 one who works, 
subversively within an organization, esp to secretly further the interests 
of a nval organization or government [ME. akin to MLG mof] 

‘mole n (a harbour formed by) a massive work of masonry, large stones, 
etc laid in the sea as a pier or breakwater [MF, fr Olt moh, fr LGk molos, 
fr L moles, lit , mass, exertion; akin to OHG muodi weary, Gk molos 
exertion] 

*mole 1 } an abnormal mass in the womb, esp when containing foetal tissues 
[F mole, fr L mola mole, lit , mill, millstone - more at Mil i ] 

‘mole also mol /mohl/ n the basic SI unit of substance; the amount of 
substance that contains the same number of atoms, molecules, ions, etc 
as there are atoms in 0 012kg of carbon- 12 — f physics [G mol, short 
for molekulargewicht molecular weight, fr molekular molecular + 
gewicht weight] 

'mole .cricket /mohl/ n any of several large crickets whose front legs 
are extensively developed for use in digging 

molecular /ma'lekyoob/ adj of, produced by. oi consisting of molecules 
oxygen} - molecularly adv, molecularity /-'larati/ n ^ 
molecular biology n the study of the basic molecubr organization and 
functioning of living matter 

molecular weight n the sum of the atomic weights of the constituent 
atoms of a molecule 

molecule /'molikyoohl/ n the smallest particle of a substance that retains 
its characteristic properties, consisting of 1 or more atoms [F molecule, 
fr NL molecula, dim. of L moles mass] 

'mole .drain n a drainage channel just below the surface used esp for 
draining heavy soils on farms 

'mole,hill A,hil/ n a mound of earth thrown up by a burrowing mole 
moleat /ma'lest/ vt to annoy, disturb, or attack; specif to annoy or attack 
(esp a child or woman) sexually [ME moksten, fr MF molester, fr L 
mokstare, fr molestus burdensome, annoying, fr moles mass] - inolester 
n, BolestaClon /4nole'staysh(9)n, .rnofa-/ n 

moll /mol/ Ji 1 a prostitute 2 a gangster's girl friend USE infml [prob 
fr Moll, nickname for Mary] 

mollle also molly /'moli/ n any of a genus of brightly coloured topmin- 


nows oflen kept m aquariums [short for NL Mollienisia, genus name, fr 
Francois Mollien flSSO F statesman] 
mollify /'molifie/ vt 1 to lessen the anger or hostility of 2 to reduce in 
intensity [ME mollifien, fr MF mollifier, fr LL mollificare, fr L mollis 
soft - more at 'melt] - mollification /-fi'kaysh(d)n/ n 
mollusc, NAm chiefly mollusk /'moiask/ n any of a large phylum of 
invertebrate animals with soft bodies nut divided into segments and usu 
enclosed in a shell, including the snails, shellfish, octopuses, and squids 
[F mollusque, fr NL Molluscs, phylum name, fr L, ncut pi of molluscus 
soft, fr mollis] - molluacan /mo'luskan/ adj 

mollycoddle /'moll, kodl/ vi mollycoddling /'moh, kodling, -,kodl-ing/ to 
treat with excessive indulgence and attention [Molly, nickname for 
Mary] 

.Molotov 'cocktail /'mobtof/ n a crude hand grenade made from a 
bottle filled with petrol or other inflammable liquid with usu a saturated 
rag for a wick [Vyacheslav M Molotov b 1890 Russ statesman] 
molt /mohlt/ vb or n, NAm (to) moult 

molten /'mohlt(3)n/ adj melted by heat [ME, fr pp of melten to 
melt] 

molto /'moltoh/ adv much, very - used in music sostenuto} [II, fr 
L multum, fr neut of multus much] 

molybdenite /ma'libd(d)n,iet/ n molybdenum disulphide occurnng as 
a blue-grey mineral [NL molybdena] 

molybdenum /ma'libd(3)nam/ n a metallic element resembling 
^romium and tungsten and used esp in strengthening and hardening steel 
FEKioDic TABLF [NL, fr molybdens, a lead ore. molybdenite, molyb- 
denum, fr L molybdacna galena, fr Gk molybdaina, fr molybdos lead] 
mom /mom/ n, NAm ‘Mum 

moment /'mohmant/ n 1 a very brief interval or point of time 2a present 
time {at the ^ > b a time of excellence or prominence (she has her ^ s> 
3 importance in influence or efFecI 4 a stage in historical or logical 
development 5 (a measure nO the tendency of a force to produce turning 
motion 6 the product of a force and the distance from its line of action 
to a particular axis [ME, fr MF, fr L momentum movement, particle 
sufficient to turn the scales, moment, fr movere to move] 
momentarily /'mohmant(a)r.'>li, .mohmdn'terdli/ adv 1 for a moment 2 
chiefly NAm instantly 

momentary /'mohmant(a)ri/ adj lasting a very short time - momentari- 
ness n 

.moment of i'nertia n the ratio of the turning force applied to a body 
free to rotate about a particular axis to the acceleration thus produced 
.moment of 'truth n 1 the moment of the final sword thrust in a 
bullfight 2 a moment of cnsis on whose outcome everything depends 
momentous /ma’mentas, moh-/ adj of great consequence or signifi- 
cance - momentousness n 

momentum /ma'mentam, moh-/ n, pi momenta /-ta/. roomentums the 
product of the mass of a bddy and its velocity [NL, fr L, movement] 
momma /'moma, 'muma/ ii, NAm 'mum 

Mon /mohn/ n a member, or the language of, the dominant ethnic group 
of Burma and Thailand 

mon-, mono- comb form 1 one; single, alone <mon- 
oplane} (monodrama} (monophobia} 2a containing 1 (specified) atom, 
radical, or group (monohydrate} (monoxide} b monomolecular 
(monolayer} [ME, fr MF & L, MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr monos alone, single 
- more at monk.] 

monad /’mohnad, 'mo-/ n 1 a unit; one 2 atom I [LL monad-, 
monas, fr Gk, fr monos] - monadism n, monadic /ms'nadik/ adj 
monadelphouB /.mons'delbs/ adj, of stamens united by the filaments 
into 1 group usu forming a tube around the carpels [mon- » -adelphous 
having groups of stamens, denv of Gk adalphos brother] 
monandroua /mo'nandras/ adj 1 having (flowers with) a single stamen 
2 of or based on monandry [(2)Gk monandros, fr mon- + -andros having 
(so many) men - more at -androus] 

monandry /mo'nandri/ n 1 the state dr custom of having only 1 
husband at a time 2 a monandrous condition of a plant or flower 
monarch Amonak/ n 1 sby who reigns over a kingdom or empire 2 sby 
or sthg occupying a commanding or preeminent position 3 a large 
American butterfly with orange-brown wings with black veins and bor- 
ders DEFENCE [LL monarcha, fr Gk monarchos, fr mon- -t -archos 
-arch] - monarchal /ma'nahki/, monarchial /-ki-al/. monarchic /-kik/, 
monarchical adj 

monarchiam /'mon3,kiz(3)m/ n government by or the principles of 
monarchy - monarchist n or adj, monarchistic /-'kistik/ a4j 
monarchy /'monaki/ n (a government or state with) undivided rule by 
a monarch 
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monastery /'mon3st(3)n/ n a residence occupied by a religious com- 
munity, esp of monks [ME monastene, fr LL monastenum, fr LGk 
monastenon, fr Gk, hermit’s cell, fr monazem to live alone, fr monos 
single - more at monk] 

monastic /ma'nastik/ adj of or being monastenes, monks, or nuns - 
monastic n, monastically adv, monasticism /•sti,siz(3)m/ n 
monatomic /mons’tomik/ adj 1 consisting of (molecules containing) 1 
atom 2 having 1 replaceable atom or radical alcohols^ ~ monatomi- 
cally adv 

monazite /'monazict/ n a mineral that is a phosphate of cenum and 
lanthanum and often contains thonum [G monazit, fr Gk monazei^ 
Monday /'munday, -di/ n the day of the week following Sunday ^ 
SYMBOL [ME, fr OE monandxg, akin to OHG manafa^ Monday, both 
fr a prehistonc WGmc compound whose components are represented by 
OE mona moon and by OE dxg day] - Mondays adv 
monecious /ma'neeshas, mo-/ adj, NAm monoecious 
monetarism /'munit3,nz(3)m/ n an economic theory that the most 
effective way of controlling the economy is by controlling only the supply 
of money - monetarist n or adj 

monetary /‘munit(3)n/ adj of money or its behaviour in an economy 
[LL monetanus of a mint, of money, fr L moneta] - monetarily 
/'munit(3)r3li/ adv 

money /'mum/ n, pi moneys, monies 1 sthg generally accepted as a 
means of payment, esp ofTicially printed, coined, or stamped currency 
NAT ION Ai iTY 2 (onc who has) wealth reckoned in terms of money 
<s/ie refused to marry -« > 3 a form or denomination of com or paper 
money 4 the first, second, and third places in a race on whose result 
money is betted - usu in in/out of the money [ME moneye, fr MF moneie, 
fr L moneta nMnt. money - more at ‘mini] 
moneybags /'mum.bagz/ n, pi moneybags a wealthy person - derog 
‘money .box n a container for small personal savings, usu with a slot tor 
the insertion of coins 

'money .changer n one whose occupation is the exchanging of kinds 
or denominations of currency 

moneyed, monied /'munid/ adj 1 having much money 2 consisting of 
or derived from money 

moneyer /'muni a/ n a minter (ME, fr OF monier, fr LL rnonelanus 
master of a mint, comer, fr monetanus of a mint] 

'money .grubber n a person sordidly bent on accumulating money - 
infml - money-grubbing adj or n 

'money, lender /-.lends/ n one whose business ts lending money and 
charging interest on it 

'money-, maker n a product or enterpnse that produces much profit - 
moneymaking adj or n 

'money .spider n a small spider supposed to bnng luck to the person 
on whom it crawls 

'money-, spinner n, chiefly Br a money-maker - infml - money- 
spinning adj or n 

'money .wort /-.wuht/ n crefpino jenny 

monger /'mung ga/ n I a trader or dealer <a/CTnonger> 2 one who 
attempts to stir up or spread sthg petty or discreditable 
(jfossjpmonger) < warmonger) USE usu in combination [ME mongere. 
fr OE mangere, fr L mangon-, mango, of Gk ongin; akin to Gk manganon 
charm, philtre - more at mangonel] _ 

mongo /’monggoh/ n, pi mongo Mongolia at national! it 
[M ongolian] 

Mongol /'mong.gol, 'mong-gl/ n I a member of any of the chiefly 
pastoral peoples of Mongolia 2 Mongolian 2 3a person of Mongoloid 
racial stock 4 oBen not cap a sufferer from Down’s syndrome (Mon- 
golian Mongol] - Mongol adj 

Mongolian /mong'gohlyan, -li-an/ n la mongitl 1,3 b a native or 
inhabitant of Mongolia or of the JMongolian People’s Republic 2 the 
language of the Mongol people alphabet, ianguagf - Mon- 
golian adj 

mongolism /'mong-g(3)l.iz(3)m/ n down’s syndrome 
Mongoloid /’mong g( 3 )loyd/, Mongolic /mong'golik/ adj I (character- 
istic) of or constituting a major racial stock including peoples of N and 
E Asia, Malaysians, Eskimos, and often Amencan Indians 2 not cap of 
or suffering from Down’s syndrome - Mongoloid n 
mongoota /’mong.goohs/ n, pi mongooses also mongeese /-.gees/ an 
agile ferret-sized esp Indian mammal that feeds on snakes and rodents and 
is related to the civets [Hindi magus, fr Prakrit manguso] 
mongral /'mong*gral, 'mung-/ n a dog or other individual (of unknown 
ancestry) resulting from the interbreeding of diverse breeds (prob fr ME 
moag mixture, short for ymong, fr OE gemong crowd - more at among] 


- mongrel, mongrelly adj, mongrelizc vt, mongrelization /-lie- 
'zaysh(3)n/ n 

monied /’munid/ adj moneyed 
monies /’mumz/ pi of money 

moniker, monicker /"muniks/ n a name, nickname - slang [ongin 
unknown] 

moniliasis /.mohm'lie ssis, ,mo-/ n. pi moniliases /-seez/ candidiasis. 
specif thrush [NL, fr Monilia, genus of fungi, fr L monile necklace] 
moniliform /mo'nili.fawm/ adj shaped like a stnng of beads insect 
antennae} [L monile necklace - more at manf] - moniliformly adv 
monism /'moh,niz(3)m, 'mo-/ n 1 a doctnne that a complex entity (c g 
the universe) ts basically a single unit 2 a doctnne that asserts the identity 
of mind and matter [G monismus, fr mon- * -ismus -ism] - monist n, 
monistic /-'nistik/, moniitical adj 

'monitor /'monita/, fern monitress /'monitns/ /i la a pupil appointed to 
help a teacher b sby or sthg that monitors or is used in monitonng c g 
(1) a receiver used to view the picture being picked up by a television 
camera (2) a device for observing a biological condition or function <a 
heart ^ > 2 any of various large tropical Old World lizards closely related 
to the Iguanas 3 a small warship with guns heavy in relation to its size 
[L, one who warns, overseer, fr monitus, pp of monere to warn - more 
at MIND, (3) Monitor, first ship of the type] - monitorship n, monitorial 
/.moni'tawnol/ adj 

^monitor vt 1 to keep (a broadcast) under surveillance by means of a 
receiver, in order to check the quality or fidelity to a frequency or to 
investigate the content (e g for political significance) 2 to observe or 
inspect, esp for a special purpose 3 to regulate or control the operation 
of (e g a machine or process) 

monitory /’monit(3)n/ adj warning, admonitory - fml [L momtonus, 
fr mon/fus] 

monk /mungk/ n a male member of a religious order, living apart from 
the world under vows of poverty, chastity, etc [ME, fr OE munuc. fr LL 
monachus, fr LGk monachos. fr Gk, adj, single, fr monm single, alone, 
akin to OHG mengen to lack, Gk manos sparse] - monkhood 
/-hood^ n 

'monkey /'mungki/ n 1 any (small long-tailed) pnmate mammal with ^he 
exception of the human beings and usu also the lemurs and tarsiers 
FvoLimoN 2 the falling weight of a pile dnver 3a a mischievous child; 
a scamp b a ludicrous figure, a fool </nade a ^ of him} 4 £500 or $500 

- slang USE (J) infml [prob of LG ongin, akin to Monckc, name of an 
ape. prob of Romance ongin; akin to OSp mona monkey] 

'monkey vj 1 to act in an absurd or mischievous manner 2 tamper 2 

- usu • w/fA USE infml. often about or around 
'monkey .business n mischievous or underhand activity - infml 
'monktty .jacket n a short fitted uniform jacket reaching to the 

waist 

'monkey .nut n peanut 1 

'monkey-, puzzle n a commonly planted S Amencan evergreen gymno- 
spermous tree with intertwined branches and stiff sharp leaves 
'monkey .wrench n a large spanner with one fixed and one adjustable 
jaw 

monkfish /'mungk.fish/ n any of vanous flat fishes closely related to the 
sharks and rays 

monkish /'mungkish/ adj practising stnet self-denial, ascetic - often 
derog [monk 4 -ishJ 

monkshood /’mungks,hood/ n a very poisonous Eura.sian plant often 
cultivated for its showy spikes of white or purplish flowers 
mono /'monob/ adj or n monophonic (sound reproduction) 
mono- - sec mon- 

monobasic /.monoh'baysik/ adj having only I replaceable hydrogen 
atom in each molecule [1SV] 

monocarpic /.monoh'kahpik/ adj, of a plant beanng fruit only once and 
then dying [prob fr (assumed) NL monocaipicus, fr NL mon- + -carpKus 
-carpic] 

monochord /'mons.kawd/ n an instrument that is used for measunng 
and demonstrating the mathematical relations of musical notes [ME 
monocorde, fr MF, fr ML monochordum, fr Gk monochordon, fr mon- 
+ chorde stnng - more at y arn] 

monochromatic /jnonskn'matik/ adj 1 having or consisting of I 
colour or hue 2 consisting of radiation of a single wavelength [L 
monochromatos, fr Gk monochromatos, fr mon- -v chromat-, chroma 
colour - more at chromatic] - monocbromaticsUy adv, mono- 
cbronaticity /,mona.krohm9'tisati/ n 

monochrome /'mona.krohm/ adj or n (of, using, or being) reproduction 
or execution in 1 colour, black and white, or shades of grey [ML 
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monochroma^ Tr L, fem of monochromos of one colour, fr Gk mono- 
chromos, fr mon- 4 <hrdmos -chrome] - monochromist /-.Icrohmist/ n, 
moBochroniic /-'krohmik/ adj 

monocle /monakl/ n an eyeglass for 1 eye [F, fr LL monocuJus having 
one eye, fr L mon- 4^ oculus eye - more at eye] - monocled /'monak( 3 )ld/ 
adj 

monoclinal /.monohlclienl/ adj (relating to strata, a fold, etc) having a 
single oblique inclination - monoclinal n 
monocline /'mona.klien/ n a monoclinal geological fold 
monoclinic /.monolclinik/ adj having or being a system of crystal 
structure characterized by 3 unequal axes only 2 of which are at right 
angles to each other [ISV] 

monocoque /'mono.kok/ n 1 a type of construction (e g of a fuselage) 
in which the outer skin carries (nearly) all the stresses 2 a type of vehicle 
construction in which the body is integral with the chassis (F, fr mon- 
+ coquc shell, fr L coccum excrescence on a tree, fr Gk kokkos 
berry] 

monocot /'mona.kot/ n a monocotyledon 

monocotylodon /,mon3.koti'leedn/ n any of vanous plants of a group 
composing all those with a single cot^edon and usu parallel-veined leaves 
(c g the grasses, orchids, and lilies) pla?4t (denv of NL mon- t 
cotyledon] - monocoCyledonoua adj 

monocular /mo'nokyoob/ adj of, involving, affecting, or suitable for use 
with only 1 eye [LL monoculus having one eye] - monocularly adv 
monoculture /'mona.kulcha/ n the cultivation of a single agricultural 
product to the exclusion of other uses of the land - monocultural 
/-'kulcharal/ adj 

monocyte /“monwiet/ n a large white blood cell that is present in small 
numbers in the blood and defends the body by engulfii^and digesting 
invading or unwanted matter - compare lymph<x:yie ~jjr anatomy 
[ISV] ~ monocytic /-'sitik/ adj 

monody /’monadi/ n 1 an ode sung by 1 voice, esp in a Greek tragedy 
2 a poem lamenting sby’s death (ML monodta, fr Gk monotdta, fr 
monoidos singing alone, fr mon- + aidein to sing - more at ode] - 
monodist n, monodic /ma'nodik/, monodical adj, monodically adv 
monoecious, NAm also monecious /ma'neeshos. mo-/ adj hermaphro- 
ditic; esp having female and male flowers on the same plant - compare 
DIOECIOUS [dcriv of Gk mon- + oikos house - more at vicinity] - 
moooedotisly adv, monoeciam /ma'nee 4 iz(a)m/ n 
monoestrous /ma'neestras, mo-/ n experienang oestrus once each year; 
having a single annual breeding period 

monof ilement /.monaTibmant/ n a single untwisted synthetic filament 
(e g of nylon) 

monogamy /ma'nogomi/ n the state or custom of being married to 1 
person at a time [F monogamie, fr LL monogamia, fr Gk, fr monogam(x 
monogamous, fr mon- + games marriage - more at bigamy] - monogam- 
ist n, monogamous adj, monogamoosly adv, monogamie /.mono'gamik/ 
adj 

monoganasis /.mona'jenosis/ n unity of ongin (e g of all languages from 
an original language) [NL] - monogenetic /-ja'netik/ adj, monogeny 
/ma'nojani/ n 

monogarm /'monajuhm/ adj producing or being a fruit that gives nse 
to a single plant <a - vanety of sugar beet) [mon- + germinate] - 
monogermity /-'juhmati/ n 

monogram /'mona.gram/ vt or n (to mark with) a character usu formed 
of the interwoven initials of a name [n LL monogramma, fr Gk mon- *■ 
gramma letter - more at ’gram; vb fr n] - monogrammatic Agro'matik/ 

monograph /'mona.grahf, -,graf/ n a treatise on a small area of learning 

- monographic /-'grafik/ adj 

monogyny /ma'nopm/ n the state or custom of having only 1 wife at 
a time [ISV] - monogyiious adj 

monohybrid /.monohliiebrid/ n or adj (an organism, ceil, etc) having 
2 different versions of 1 gene 

monohydrfc /.monoh'hiedrik/ adj containing I atom of acid hydrogen 
or I hydroxyl group in the molecular structure 
monOiayar /'monoh.laya/ n a single continuous layer 1 cell or molecule 
in thickness 

monolingual /.monoh'ling-gwal/ adj knowing or using only 1 language 

- monoUnpial n 

monolith /'mona.lith/ n 1 a single large block of stone, often in the form 
of an obelisk or column 2 a massive structure 3 an organized whole that 
acts as a single powerful force [F monoiitbe, fr monoUthe consisting of 
a single stone, fr L monoUthus, fr Gk monoJithos, fr mon- + lithos 
stone] 


monolithic /.mona'lithik/ adj 1 formed from or produced in or on a 
single crystal <a silicon chip) 2 constituting a massive uniform whole 
<fAe totalitarian state) [monolith i '-ic] - monolithically adv 
monologue, NAm also monolog /'mona.log/ n 1 a dramatic or literary 
soliloquy; also a dramatic sketch performed by 1 speaker 2 a long speech 
monopolizing conversation [F monologue, fr mon- + -logue (as m 
dialogue)] - monologuist /ma'nobgist/, monologlst /-jist, -gist/ n 
monomania /.monoh'maynya/ n obsessional concentration on a single 
object or idea [NL] - monomaniac /-'mayniak/ n or adj 
monomer /'monama/ n a chemical compound that can undergo poly- 
merization, a single unit of a polymer [ISV mon- f -mer (as in polymer)] 
- monomeric /.mona'menk/ adj 

monomial /mo'nohmi-al/ n or adj (a mathematical expression) consist- 
ing of a single term [blend of mon- and -nomial (as in binomial)] 
monomolecular /.monohma'lekyoob/ adj (of a layer) only 1 molecule 
thick <a ~ nim) - monomolecularly adv 

mononucleosis /,monoh,nyoohkli'ohsis/ n iNPrcrious MONONuci-ta 

SIS 

mononucleotide /.monoh'nyoohkli-a.tied/ n a nucleotide, esp as con- 
trasted with a polynucleotide 

monophonic /.monoh'fomk/ adj of or being a system for sound repro- 
duction in which the sound signal is not split into 2 or more different 
channels between the source and the point of use -- monophonically 
adv 

monophthong /'monaf.thong/ n a simple nongliding vowel sound (e g 
/i/ in bid) [LGk monopbthongos single vowel, fr Gk mon- f phthongos 
sound] - moDophthongiu /-'thong gi/ adj 

monoplane Amonaiplayn/ n an aeroplane with only 1 main pair of 
wings 

monopole /‘monp,pohl/ n a radio aenal consisting of a single usu 
straight radiating element 

monopolist /mo'nopDlist/ n one who has or favours a monopoly - 
monopolistic /-'listik/ adj 

monopol ize, -ise /mp'nopplicz/ vt to get a monopoly of, assume 
complete possession or control of ■ monopolizer n, monopolization 
/-'zaysh(p)n/ n 

monopoly /md'noppli/ n I (a person or group having) exclusive owner- 
ship or control (through legal privilege, command of the supply of a 
commodity, concerted action, etc) 2 sthg, esp a commodity, controlled 
by one party [L monopolium, fr Gk inonopolion, fr mon- -i polein to 
sell] 

monorail /'monoh,rayI/ n (a vehicle running on) a single rail serving as 
a track for a wheeled vehicle 

monosaccharide /.monoh'sakaned/ n a sugar (c g glucose) not decom- 
posable to simpler sugars [ISV] 

monosodium glutamate /,monp,sohdj-pm 'gloohtamayt/ n a salt of 
glutamic acid used for seasoning foods 

monosyllable /'mon9.sibbl/ n a word of 1 syllable, specif one used by 
sby intending to be pointedly bncf in answenng or commenting [modif 
of MF or LL, MF monosyllabe, fr LL monosyllabon, fr Gk, fr ncut of 
monosyllabos having one syllable, fr mon- + %yllabe syllable] - monosyl- 
labic /-si'labik/ adj, monosyllabically adv 

monotheism /'monohthee,iz(p)m/ n the doctrine or belief that there is 
only 1 God - monotheist /-.thee ist/ n, monotheistic /-'istik/ adj 
'monotone /’monp.lohn/ n la succession of speech sounds m 1 unvary- 
ing pitch 2 a single unvaned musical note 3 a tedious sameness or 
repetition [Gk monotonos monotonous] 

’monotone adj 1 having a uniform colour 2 monoionic 2 
monotonIc /.monp'tonik/ adj 1 uttered in a monotone 2 of a mathemat- 
ical function increasing continuously or decreasing continuously as the 
independent variable increases - monotonidslly adv 
monotonous /ma'not(a)nas/ adj 1 uttere4 or sounded in 1 unvarying 
tone 2 tediously uniform or repetitive [Gk monotonos, fr mon- + tonos 
tone] - monotonously adv, monotononsnes^ monotony n 
monotreme /'monoh,treem/ n any of as order of lower mammals 
composing the pbtypus and echidna [NL hionotremata, group name, fr 
Gk mon- i tremat-, trma hole - more at trematode] - monotrematous 
/-'treematM, -'trematas/ adj 

monotype /monaitiep/ n an impression on paper taken from a painting 
on glass or metal 

Monotype trademark - used for a keyboard-operated typesetting 
machine that casts and sets metal type in separate characters 
monovelent /.monoh'vaybnt/ adj univalent 1 [ISV] 
monozygotic /,monohzie‘gotik/ adj identical 3 
Mon'roe .Doctrine /manVoh, mun-/ n a statement of US foreign policy 
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expressing opposition to extension of European influence in the western 
hemisphere [James Monroe tl83I US President] 
monsieur /ma'syuh/ n, pi messieurs /me'syuh, ma'syuhz/ - used by or 
to a French-speaking man as a title equivalent to Mr or without a name 
as a term of direct address [MF. lit . my lord] 
monsignor /.monsin'yaw/ n, pi monsignors, monsignori /-n/ - used as 
a title for certain Roman Catholic prelates and officers of the papal court 
[It monsignore, fr F monseigneur] - monsignorial /-n al/ adj 
monsoon /mon'soohn/ n 1 a seasonal wind of S Asia blowing from the 
SW in summer and the NE in winter 2 the season of the SW monsoon, 
marked by very heavy rams [obs D monssoen, fr Pg monqao, fr Ar 
mawstm time, season] - monsoonsi adj 

monster /'monsta/ n la an animal or plant of (grotesquely) abnormal 
form or structure b an (imaginary) animal of incredible shape or form 
that IS usu dangerous or hornfying 2 one exceptionally large for its kind 
<- tomatoes} 3 sthg monstrous; csp a person of appalling ugliness, 
wickedness, or cruelty [ME monstre, fr MF, fr L monstrum omen, 
monster, prob fr monere to warn, remind] 

monstrance /*monstr3ns/ n a vessel in which the consecrated Host is 
exposed for veneration, esp in a Catholic church [MF, fr ML mons- 
trantia, fr L monstrant-. monstrans, prp of monstrare to show - more at 
musirr] 

monstrosity /mon'strosati/ n 1 monsff^r la 2 (the quality or state of 
being) sthg monstrous 

monstrous /monstras^ adj 1 having the qualities or appearance of a 
monster, exlraordinanly large 2a extraordinarily ugly or vicious b 
outrageously wrong or ndiculous - monstroualy adv, monstrousness n 
mons veneris /.monz 'venans/ n. pi montes veneris /'monteez/ a 
rounded raised mij'ss of fatty tissue over the pubic bone and above the 
vulva of the ifiuman female [NL, lit , hill of Venus or of venery] 
montage /monh'tahzh/ n la a picture made by combining or overlap- 
ping several separate pictures b an artistic composition made from 
different materials combined or juxtaposed 2 (a film sequence using) a 
method of film editing in which the chronological sequence of events is 
interrupted by juxtaposed or rapidly succeeding shots [F. fr monter to 
mount] 

montane /'monlayn/ adj of, being, or growing or living in the area ot 
cool slopes just below the tree line on mountains [L montanus of a 
mountain - more at mountain] 

montbretia /mon(t)'breesh(y)3/ n a widely grown hybrid plant of the 
ins family with bnght yellow or orange flowers [NL, fr A F E Ctx^uebert 
de Montbret flSOl F naturalist] 

Monteaaorian /.montrsawn an/ adj of or being a system of teaching 
young children through play [Mana Montesson tl952 It physician & 
educator] 

month /munth/ n la any of the 12 divisions of the year in the Julian 
or Gregonan calendars corresponding roughly with the penod of the 
moon's rotation, also any similar division of the year in other calendars 
b 28 days or 4 weeks, also the interval between the same date in adjacent 
months 2 pi an indefinite usu protracted penod of time (he's been gone 
for -s> 3 a ninth of the typical duration of human pregnancy (m her 
8th [ME, fr OE monath, akin to OHG manod month, OE mona 
moon] - monthly adv or adj 

'monthly /-li/ n 1 a monthly penodical 2 pi a menstrual penod - 
infml 

monticule /'montikyoohl/ n a small elevation or prominence, esp a 
subordinate cone of a volcano [F, fr LL monticulus, dim of L mont-. 
mons mountain - more at 'mount] 

Montilla /mon'tib/ n a typically dry unfortified white wine madi" in the 
Cordoba area of Spam that resembles sherry [Sp, fr Montilla, i vn in 
Spain] 

monument /’monyoomant/ n 1 a wntten record 2a a lasting evidence 
or reminder of sby or sthg notable or influential b a memorial stone, 
sculpture, or structure erected to commemorate a person or event 3 a 
structure or site of histoncal or archaeological importance [ME. fr L 
monumentum, lit , memorial, fr monere to remind - more at mind] 
monumental /.monyoo'mentl/ adj la of, serving as, or resembling a 
monument b occurring or used on a monument (a ^ insenption} 2 very 
great in degree; imposing, outstanding (their ^ arrogance} (a work} 
- moDDmentally adv 
moo /mooh/ vt or n ‘low [imit) 

mooch /moohch/ vi I to wander aimlessly or disconsolately - usu + 
around, about, or along 2 NAm to sponge, cadge - vt , NAm 1 to steal; 
MAKE OFF WITH 2 to Cadge, beg USE infml [prob fr F dial muckier to 
hide, lurk] > moochcr n 


'mood /moohd/ n la (the evocation, esp m art or literature, oQ a 
predominant emotion, feeling, or frame of mind b the right frame of mind 
(you must be in the , or you 'll fall asleep ~ The Listener} 2 a fit of often 
silent anger or bad temper 3 a prevailing attitude [ME, fr OE mod; akin 
to OHG muot mood, L mos will, custom] 

‘mood n a distinct form or set of inflectional forms of a verb indicating 
whether the action or state it denotes is considered a fact, wish, possibility, 
etc (the subjunctive ~ > [alter, of 'mode] 

moody /'moohdi/ adj 1 sullen or gloomy 2 temperamental - moodily 
adv, moodiness n 

Moog /moohg/, Moog synthesizer trademark ~ used fpr a musical 
synthesizer 

'moon /moohn/ n la (the appearance or visibility from the earth oO the 
earth's natural satellite that shines by reflecting the sun's light < there is 
a ^ tonight SYMBOL b a satellite 2 i unar month - poetic USE 
( /) ASTRONOMY [ME monc, fr OE mona, akin to OHG mano moon. 

L mensis month, Gk men month, mene moon] - moonless adj, moonlet 
n, moonlike adj - over the moon absolutely delighted 
‘moon VI 1 to move about listlessly 2 to spend time in idle gazing or 
daydreaming USE often < around or about, infml 
'moon, beam A.beem/ n a ray of light from the moon 
'moon, calf /-.kahf/ n monster la 
'moon, fish /-.fish/ n, pi moonfish, moonflshes an opah 
moonie /'moohni/ n, often cap a member of a religious sect, founded in 
1954 by Sun Myung Moon, whose adherents live in communes, donate 
all their possessions to the movement, and believe that the founder has 
been given a divine mission to complete the task, orig given to Adam and 
then to Chnst, of uniting the whole world in a perfect sinless family [Sun 
Myung Moon b 1920 Korean industrialist 8l religious leader] 

'moon, light /-.liet/ vi moonlighted to hold a second job in addition to 
a regular one [back-formation fr moonlighter one whose activities arc 
done at night] - moonlighter n 
'moon, lit /-,lit/ adj lighted (as if) by the moon 
'moon, quake A.kwayk/ n a ground tremor on the moon 
'moon.rat /-.rat/ n an insect-eating mammal of SE Asia 
'moon, shine A,shien/ n 1 the light of the moon 2 empty talk, nonsense 
3 (illegally distilled) spints, esp whisky - infml 
'moon, shiner /-.shiena/ n, NAm a maker or seller of illiat spints 
'moon.stone /-.stohn/ n a transparent or translucent opalescent feldspar 
used as a gem 

'moon.struck A,struk/ adj affected (as if) by the moon, specif mentally 
unbalanced 

moony /'moohni/ adj inanely dreamy, moonstruck - infml ['moon 

* ‘ v) 

'moor /miw. mooa/ n, chiefly Br an expanse of open peaty infertile usu 
heath-covered upland [ME mor, fr OE mor, akin to OHG men sea - 
more at marine] 

‘moor vt to make (e g a boat or buoy) fast with cables, lines, or anchors 
- VI 1 to secure a vessel by moonng 2 to be made fast [ME moren; akin 
to MD merer, maren to tie, moor] 

Moor n a member of the mixed Arab and Berber people that conquered 
Spam in the 8th c ad [ME More, fr MF. fr L Maurus inhabitant of 
Mauretania, ancient country of N Afnca] - Moorish adj 
moorage /'mawnj. 'mooanj/ n a place to moor ['moor + -age] 
moorhen /'maw.hcn, 'mooa-/ n a common rcd-billed blackish bird of the 
rail family that nests near fresh water 

mooring Amawnng, 'mooanng/ n 1 a place where or an object to which 
a ship, boat, etc can be made fast 2 the lines, chains, anchors, etc used 
to make a ship, boat, etc fast (she may have dragged her ~s> 3 moral 
pnnciples used as a guide to behaviour (lose one’s ^ s> USE usu pi with 
sing, meaning ['moor + '-ing] 

moose /moohs/ n, pi moose 1 a large N Amencan ruminant mammal 
of the deer family with very large flattened antlers 2 the European elk 
[of Algonquian ongin, akin to Natick moos moose] 

'moot /mooht/ n 1 an early English assembly to decide points of 
community and political interest 2 a mock court in which law students 
argue hypothetical cases [ME, fr OE mot; akin to OE metan to meet - 
more at 'meet] 

‘moot vt to put forward for discussion <fhe idea was first '^ed years 
ago} 

‘moot adj open to question; debatable - usu in moot point 
'mop /mop/ n 1 an implement consisting of a head made of absorbent 
matenal fastened to a long handle and used esp for cleaning floors 2 (sthg 
like) a shock of untidy hair [ME mappe, perh deriv of L mappa napkin, 
towel] 
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'mop vt -pp- 1 to clean (a floor or other surface) with a mop 2 to wipe 
(as lO with a mop < ^ ped his brow with a handkerchief^ ~ mopper n 
mopo /mohp/ VI to give oneself up to brooding, become listless or 
dejected [pr^ fr obs mop, mope (fool)] - moper n 
moped /'mohped/ n a low-powered motorcycle whose engine can be 
pedal-assisted (e g for startmg) [Sw, fr motor motor + pedal pedal] 
mopes /mohps/ n pi but smg or pi in constr the blues or low 
spints 

moppet /'mopit/ n a young child, esp a little girl - chiefly infml, apprec 
[obs mop (fool, child)] 

mop up vt 1 to eliminate remaining resistance in (eg a previously 
occupied area in a war) 2 to absorb, take up, or deal with (esp a remnant 
or remainder) to complete a project or transaction - mop-up 
A.-/ n 

moquette /mo'ket/ o a carpet or upholstery fabnc with a velvety 
pile [F] 

mor /maw/ n a humus usu in forests that forms a distinct layer above the 
underlying soil [Dan] 

moraine /mo'rayn/ n an accumulation of earth and stones earned and 
deposited by a glacier geography [F] - morainal, morainic adj 
'moral /'moral/ adj la of or being principles of nght and wrong in 
conduct; ethical b expressing or teaching a conception of right conduct 
<a ^ poemy c conforming to a standard of nght conduct <a ^ person) 
d sanctioned by, resulting from, or operative on one's conscience or 
(correct) moral judgment <a obligationy <a nghty e capable of 
distinguishing right and wrong <man is a ^ beingy 2 very probable 
though not proved <a certaintyy 3 of, occumng in, or acting on the 
mind, emotions, or will <a ^ victoryy<^'^ suppoiiy [ME. fr MF, fr L 
moralis, fr mor-, mos custom - more at 'mood] - morally adv 
'moral n 1 (a concluding passage pointing out) the moral significance or 
practical lesson 2 pi a moral practices or teachings; standards of esp 
sexual conduct <a man of loose ^ s) b ethics 

morale /ma'rahl/ n the mental and emotional condition (e g of enthusi- 
asm or loyalty) of an individual or group with regard to the function or 
task?i at hand [modif of F moral, fr moral, adj] 
moraliam /'mora,liz(a)m/ n 1 a conventional moral attitude or saying 
2 an often exaggerated emphasis on moral rectitude 
moralist /'moralist/ n 1 one concerned with moral pnnciples and 
problems 2 one concerned with regulating the morals of others - often 
derog - moralistic /-listik/ adj, moraiistically adv 
morality /ma'rabti/ n 1 a system or sphere of moral conduct (^Chnstian 
^>2 (degree of conformity to standards of) nght conduct or moraf 
correctness (^questioned the ^ of his acty 

mo'rality ,play n a form of allegoncal drama popular esp in the 1 Sth and 
16th c in which the characters personify moral or abstract qualities (e g 
pnde or youth) 

moral-ize, -ise /'moraliez/ vt 1 to interpret morally, draw a moral from 
2 to make moral or morally better ^ vi to make moral reflections - 
morallzer n, moralixation /-lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
.moral phi'losophy n ethics 

morass /ma'ras/ n 1 a marsh, swamp 2 sthg that ensnares, confuses, or 
impedes [D moeras, modif of OF maresc, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE 
mersc marsh - more at marsh] - morawy adj 
moratorium /.mora'tawri-am/ n, pi moratoriums, moratoria /-ri-a/ 1 a 
legally authorized delay in the performance of an obligation or the 
payment of a debt 2 a suspension of (a specified) activity - usu f on [NL, 
fr LL, neut of moratorius dilatory, fr L moratus, pp of moran to delay, 
fr mora delay] 

Moravian /ma'rayvi-on/ n 1 a member of a Protestant denom^ation 
derived from the Hussite movement for religious reform in Bohemia and 
Moravia 2a a native or inhabitant of Moravia b the group of Czech 
dialects spoken by the Moravians [Moravia, former province of Czecho- 
slovakia] - Moravlaa adj 

morbid /'mawbid/ adj 1 of, affected with, induced by, or charactenstic 
of disease anatomyy 2 abnormally susceptible to or characterized by 

gloomy feelings; esp havmg an unnatural preoccupation with death 3 
grisly, gruesome <'» curiosityy [L morbidus diseased, fr morbus disease; 
akin to Gk marainein to waste away - more at smart] - morbidly adv, 
nMtrWdaeM n 

morbidity /maw'bidau/ n the relative incidence of (a) disease [morbid 
+ -mr) 

mordociouo /maw'dayslus/ adj 1 mordant 1 2 given to biting USE 
ftnl [L mofdac-, mordax biting, fr mordere to bite - more at smart] - 
■ordadty /maw'dasati/ ji 

'mordant /'mawd(a)nt/ adj 1 caustic or sharply critical in thought. 


manner, or style wity 2 acting as a mordant 3 burning, pungent 
[MF, prp of mordre to bite, fr L mordere] - mordancy n, mordantly 
adv 

'mordant n 1 a chemical that fixes a dye by combining with it to form 
an insoluble compound 2 a corroding substance used in etchmg 
mordant /'mawd(a)nt/ n a musical ornament made by a quick alterna- 
tion of a principal note with either of the immediately adjacent notes 
MUSIC [It mordente, fr L mordent-, mordens, prp of mordere] 

'more /maw/ adj 1 greater in quantity or number (something than she 
expectedy(7 is 2 ^ than Sy 2 additional, further (three ^ guests 
amvedy (have some ^ tea) (what ^ do you want‘d [ME, fr OE mars; 
akin to OE ma, adv, more, OHG mer, 01 r mor large] - neitber/nothing 
more or/nor less than simply, plainly 
'more adv la as an additional amount \not much -- to do) b moreover, 
again (summer is here once ^ ) 2 to a greater degree or extent (you 
should practise -' ) < ^ sad than angryy (costs — than making your own 
beer - SEU 5) - often used with an adjective or adverb to form the 
comparative (much -- evenly matchedy - more often than not at most 
times; usually 

'more n, pi more 1 a greater or additional quantity, amount, or part (hope 
to see of hery (tell me -«- ) < -- than meets the eye) 2 pi additional ones 

<^many ^ were found as the search continued) - more of nearer to being 
(sthg specified) (it's more of a sofa than a bed) 

.more and 'more adv to a progressively increasing degree 
moreish also more-iah /'mawnsh/ adj so tasty as to cause a desire for 
more - chiefly infml 

morel /mo'rel/ n (a fungus related to) a large edible fungus with a light 
yellowish brown cap [F monlle, of Gmc ongin. akin to OHG morhila 
morel] 

morello /ma'reloh/ n, pi morellos a cultivated red-skinned sour cherry 
used esp in jams [prob modif of Flem amarelle, marelle, fr ML amarel- 
lum, a cultivated cherry, fr L amariis sour] 

.more or 'less adv 1 to some extent or degree, somewhat 2 almost, 
nearly 

moreover /maw'rohva/ adv m addition to what has been said - used to 
introduce new matter 

mores /’mawreezy n pi the (morally binding) customs or conventions of 
a particular group [L, pi of mor-, mos custom - more at ’mood] 
moresque /maw'rcsk/ adj, often cap typical of Moonsh art or architec- 
ture [F, fr Sp monsco, fr moro Moor, fr L Maurus] 
more then adv very, exceedingly (was ^ happy) 
morgenetic /.mawga'natik/ adj of or being a marriage between people 
of different rank in which the rank of the infenor partner remains 
unchanged and the children do not succeed to the titles or property of the 
parent of higher rank [NL matnmonium ad morganaticam, lit , marriage 
with morning gift] - morginatically adv 

morganite /’mawgamet/ n a rose-coloured beryl [J P Morgan 1 1913 US 
financier] 

morgue /mawg/ n la a mortuary b a gloomy dispinting place 2 a 
collection of reference works and files in a newspaper office [F] 
moribund /'mon,bund/ adj dying [L monbundus, fr mon to die - more 
at murder] - moribundity /-'bundati/ n 

morion /'mawn an/ n a high-crested helmet with no visor [MF] 
Morisco /ma'nskoh/ n, pi Moriscos, Morfacoea a (Spanish) Moor [Sp, 
fr monsco, adj, fr moro Moor] - Morisco adj 

Mormon /"mawman/ n a member of the Church of Jesus Chnst of 
Latter-Day Saints, founded in 1830 in the USA by Joseph Smith, and 
following precepts contained in the Book of Mormon, a sacred text that 
he discovered - Monnonism n 

morn /mawn/ n the morning - chiefly poetic [ME, fr OE morgen, akin 
to OHG morgan morning, L merus pure, unmixed] 

.mornay 'sauce /'mawnay/ n a rich creamy cheese sauce [perh fr 
Philippe de Momay tl623 F Huguenot lo^er] 
morning /'mawning/ n la the dawn b the time from midnight or sunnse 
to noon 2 an early period (e g of time or life); the beginning [ME. fr mom 
+ -ing (as in evening)] - in the morning tomorrow morning 
'morrring .coat n a man's tailcoat that is worn on formal occasions 
dunng the day 

'morniag .dress n men’s dress for formal occasions (e g a wedding) 
during the day garment 

.morning glory n any of vanous usu twining plants of the bindweed 
family with showy trumpet-shaped flowers 
.Morning 'Prayer n a daily morning office of the Anglican church 
'mornings adv, chiefly NAm in the morning; on any morning 
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'morning .sickness n nausea and vomiting occurnng esp in the 
morning during the earlier months of a woman's pregnancy 
.morning 'star n a bright planet, specif Venus, seen in the eastern sky 
before or at sunnse 

Moro /'mawroh/ n, pi Moroa, esp collectively Mom 1 a member of any 
of several Muslim peoples of the S Philippines 2 an Austronesian 
language of the Moro peoples language (Sp, lit , Moor, fr L 
Maurus] 

morocco /ma'rokoh/ n a fine leather made from goatskin tanned with 
sumach [Morocco, country m N Africa] 

moron /'mawron/ /I 1 mental defecttivf 2 a very stupid person - infml 
[irreg fr Gk moros foolish, stupid; akin to Skt mura foolish] ~ moronism 
n, moronic /ma'ronik/ adj 

morose /mo'rohs/ adj (having a disposition) marked by or expressive of 
gloom [L morosus, lit . capncious, fr /nor-, mos will - more at 'mck>d] 

- morosely adv, morosencss n 

morph /mawf/ n *allomorph [back-formation fr morpheme] 
morph- /mawf-/, morpho- comb form form <morpho^encs/s> [G. fr Gk. 
fr morphe] 

-morph /-mawf/ comb form ( - n) one having (such) a form //somorph ^ 
[ISV, fr -morphous] - -morphic, -morphoiu comb form ( - adj), -morphy 
comb form ( - n) 

morpheme /'mawfeem/ n a meaningful linguistic unit that contains no 
smaller meaningful parts and can be either a free form (e g pm) or a bound 
form (e g the -s of pins) — ^ alphabet [F morpheme, fr Gk morphe 
form] - morphemic /maw'feemik/ adj 

morphemics /maw'feemiks/ n pi but sing m constr the study of 
morphemes and esp of word structure 

morphia r <nawfi 41 n morphine [NL, fr Morpheus Roman god of 
dreams & sleep] 

morphine /'mawfeen/ n the principal alkaloid of opium that is an 
addictive narcotic drug used esp as a powerful painkiller [F. fr Morpheus] 
~ morphinism n. morphinic /-'feenik, -Tinik/ adj 
-morphism /-'mawriz( 3 )m/ comb form ( ■> n) 1 quality or stale of 
having (such) a form </ierennnorphism> 2 conceptualization in (such) a 
form < anthropomorphism) [LL -morphus -morphous. fr Gk -mor- 
phos] 

morphogenesis /.mawfoh'jenasis/ n the formation and differentiation 
of tissues and organs (dunng embryonic development) [NL] ~ morpho- 
genetic /-ja'netik/ adj 

morphology /maw'fobji/ n 1 (the biology oO the form and structure 
of animals and plants 2 a a study and descnption of word formation in 
a language including inflection, derivation, and compounding b the 
system of word-forming elements and processes in a language 3 (a study 
of) the structure or form of sthg [G morphologic, fr morph- ♦ -logic 
-logy] ' morphologist n. morphological /.mawfa'lojikl/ adj 
'morris .dance /‘mens/ n any of several traditional English dances that 
are performed by groups of people wearing costumes to which small bells 
arc attached [ME moreys daunce, fr moreys Moonsh (fr More Moor) 4 
daunce dance] ~ morris dancer n 

morrow /"moroh/ n I the next day - fml 2 archaic the morning [ME 
mom, morwen mom] 

Morse /maws/, .Morae 'code n a signalling code consisting of dots and 
dashes used to send messages by light or by sound signals or esp by radio 
[Samuel Morse tlS72 US artist & inventor] - morse vb 
morsel /'mawsl/ n 1 a small piece of food 2 a small quantity, a scrap 
[ME, fr OF, dim. of mors bite, fr L morsus, fr morsus, pp of mordere to 
bite - more at smart] 

mort /mawt/ n a note sounded on a hunting horn when a deer i^ killed 
[prob alter, of ME mot horn note, fr MF, word, horn note - more at 
mot] 

'mortal /'mawtl/ adj 1 causing or about to cause death, fatal 2a not living 
forever; subject to death b humanly conceivable (every ^ thing) 3 
marked by relentless hostility (a - enemy) 4 very great, intense, or 
severe 5 of or connected with death 6 very tedious and prolonged <wa/rA/ 
3 ^ hours) - infml (ME, fr MF, fr L mortalis, fr mort-, mors death - 
more at murder] 

’mortal n 1 a human being 2 a person of a specified kind 
mortality /maw'ubti/ n 1 being morul 2 the death of large numbers 
of people, animals, etc 3 the human race (take these tears, 's relief ~ 

Alexander Pope) 4a the number of deaths in a given time or place b the 
ratio of deaths in a given time to population c the number lost, or the rate 
of loss or failure 

mortality .tabla n life table 


mortally /'mawtl-i/ adv 1 in a deadly or fatal manner 2 to an extreme 
degree; intensely 

.mortal 'sin n a sin (e g murder) of such gravity that it totally debars the 
soul from divine grace - compare veniai sin - mortal sinner n 
'mortar /'mawta/ n 1 a strong usu bowl-shaped vessel (e g of stone) in 
which substances are pounded or ground with a pestle 2 a usu 
muzzle-loading artillery gun having a tube short in relation to its calibre, 
a low muzzle velocity, and a high trajectory [(1) ME morter, fr OF 
mortere Sl MF mortier, fr L mortanum; akin to Gk marainein to waste 
away - more at smart, (2) MF mortier] 

’mortar n a mixture of cement, lime, gypsum plaster, etc^with sand and 
water, that hardens and is used to join bricks, stones, etc or for plastenng 
:y Buii DING [ME morter, fr OF mortier, fr L mortanum] 

’mortar vt to plaster or make fast with mortar 
'mortarboard /-.bawd/ n 1 'hawk 2 2 an academic cap consisting of 
a close-fitting crown with a stiff flat square attached on top 
'mortgage /'mawgij/ n 1 a transfer of the ownership of property (e g for 
sccunty on a loan) on condition that the transfer becomes void on 
payment 2 the state of the property whose ownership is transferred by 
a mortgage [ME morgage, fr MF, fr OF, fr mort dead (fr L mortuus, fr 
pp of mon to die) + gage - more at murder] 

’mortgage vt 1 to transfer the ownership of (property) by a mortgage 
2 to make subject to a claim or obligation 
mortgagee /.mawgi'jee/ n sby to whom property is mortgaged 
mortgagor /'mawgija, .mawgi'jaw/ also mortgafter /"mawgija/ n sby 
who mortgages his/her property 

mortician /maw'iish(a)n/ n, chiefly N Am an undertaker [L mort-, mors 
death] 

mortify /’mawtifie/ vt 1 to subdue (c g bodily needs and desires), esp by 
abstinence or self-inflicted suffenng 2 to subject to feelings of shame or 
acute embarrassment vi to become necrotic or gangrenous [ME mor- 
tifien to kill, subdue, fr MF mortifier, fr LL mortificare, fr L mort-, mors] 

- mortification /-fi'kaysh(d)n/ n 

'mortise also mortice /'mawtis/ n a usu rectangular cavity cut into a piece 
of matcnal (e g wood) to receive a protrusion, esp a tenon, of another piece 
[ME mortays, fr MF mortaise] 

’mortise also mortice vt 1 to join or fasten securely, specif by a mortise 
and tenon )omt 2 to cut or make a mortise in 
'mortise .lock n a lock that is designed to be fitted into a mortise in the 
edge of a door 

mortmain /'mawt.mayn/ n 1 a non transferable possession of lands or 
buildings by an ecclesiastical or other corporation 2 (the condition oO 
property or other gifts nontransferably bequeathed to a church or corpor- 
ation [ME mone-mayne, fr MF monemain, fr OF, fr morte (fem of mort 
dead) ^ mam hand, fr L manus - more at manual] 

'mortuary /’mawtyoodn, -chan/ n a room or building in which dead 
bodies arc kept before burial or cremation [ME monuane, fr ML 
mortuanum, fr L, neut of morluanus of the dead, fr mortuus, pp] 
’mortuary adj of death or the bunal of the dead 
morula /'moroob/ n, pi morulae /-li/ the embryo of a metazoan animal 
at a (very early) stage in its development preceding the blastula stage, 
consisting of a solid globular ma.ss of cells - compare blastula, gas- 
TRULA [NL, fr L morum mulberry] 

mosaic /ma'zayik. moh-/ /i 1 (a piece oO decorative work made from 
small pieces of different coloured matenal (e g glass or stone) inlaid to 
foiiii pictures or patterns 2 sthg like a mosaic 3a (a part oO an organism 
composed of cells with different genetic make-up, chimera 3 b a virus 
disea.se of plants (e g tobacco) charactenzed esp by diffuse yellow and 
green mottling of the foliage [ME musycke, fr MF mosaique, fr Olt 
mosaico, fr ML musatcum, alter of LL musivum, fr neut of musivus of 
a muse, artistic, fr L Musa muse] - sioaaic adj, imwaicism/moh - 
'zayi,siz(d)m/ n, mosaicist /-.sist/ n 

Mosaic adj of Moses or the institutions or wntings attnbuted to him [NL 
Mosaicus, fr Moses, biblical prophet & lawgiver] 

Moselle, Mosel /moh'zel/ n a typically light-bodied white table wine 
made in the valley of the Moselle [G mosdwein, fr Mosel Moselle, nver 
in Germany G wein wine] 

mosey /'mohzi/ vi, NAm to saunter > infml [origin unknown] 
Moslem /'moozlim/ n or adj (a) Muslim 

mosque /mosk/ n a building used for public worship by Muslims [MF 
mosquee, fr Olt moschea, fr OSp mezquita, fr Ar mssjid temple, fr sajada 
to prostrate oneself] 

mosquito /mo'skeetoh/ n, pi mosquitoes also mosquitos any of numer- 
ous 2-winged flies with females that suck the blood of animals and often 
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transmit diseases (e g malaria) to them [Sp. fr mosca fly, fr L musca - 
more at midge] - mosquitoey adj 
mo'squito .txuit n, NAm motor torpedo boat 
mo'tquito .net n a net or screen for keeping out mosquitoes 
moss /mos/ n 1 (any of various plants resembling) any of a class of 
pnmitive plants with small leafy stems beanng sex organs at the tip; also 
many of these plants growing together and covenng a surface plant 
2 chiefly Scot a (peat) bog [ME, fr OE mos bog; akin to OHG mos moss, 
L muscus] - mosstike adj, mossy adj 

moss agate n an agate containing brown, black, or green mosslike 
markings 

moss animal n a bryozoan 

'mosSiback /-.bak/ /?, NAm an extremely conservative person, a fogey 

- infml [moaisbacii: (old turtle with mossy growth on its back, large 
sluggish flsh)] 

'moss .rosa n an older vanety of garden rose with a glandular mossy 
growth on the calyx and flower stalk 

'moss*, trooper n any of a class of 17th-c raiders in the Scottish Border 

- moss-trooping adj 

'most /mohst/ adj 1 the majonty of men) 2 greatest in quantity or 
extent <rhc ^ ability} [ME, fr OE nuest; akin to OHG meist most, OE 
man more - more at more] 

’most adv 1 to the greatest degree or extent <w/iar / like ^ about him} 

- often used with an adjective or adverb to form the superlative <fAe ^ 
challenging job he ever had} 2 very (shall ^ certainly come} (her 
argument was - persuasive} 

’most n, pi most the greatest quantity, number, or amount (it‘s the I 
can do} (spends of her time in bed}('^ became discouraged and 
left} (she made the ~ of the fine weather} - at most, at the most 1 as 
a maximum limit (took him an hour at most to finish the Job} 2 at 

BEST 

*most adv, archiac, dial, or NAm almost 

•most Amohst/ suffix (~* adj) 1 most; to the highest possible degree 
(innermost} (utmost} 2 most towards (ro/miostXAm^ost) [ME. 
alter of -most (as in formest foremost)] 

mostly /'mohstli/ adv for the greatest part; mainly; also in most cases, 
usually 

mot /moh/ n, pi mots /moh(z)/ a pithy or witty saying [F, word, saying, 
fr L mutfum grunt - more at motto] 

MOT also MoT n a compulsory annual roadworthiness test m Bntain for 
motor vehicles older than a certain age [Ministry Of Transport] 
mots /moht/ n a small particle, esp a particle of dust suspended in the 
air [ME mot, fr OE, akin to MD & Fns mot sand] 
motsi /moh'tel/ n an establishment which provides accommodation and 
parking and in which the rooms are usu accessible from an outdoor 
parkmg area [blend of motor and hotel] 
motet /moh'tet/ n a choral composition on a sacred text [ME, fr MF, 
dim. of mot] 

moth /moth/ n 1 clothes moth 2 a usu night-flying insect with 
feathery antennae and a stouter body and duller colouring than the 
butterflies [ME mothe, fr OE moththe; akin to MHG motte moth] 
'moth, bell /-.bawl/ n 1 a naphthalene or (formerly) camphor ball used 
to keep moths from clothing 2 pi a state of indefinitely long protective 
storage; also a state of having been rejected as of no further use or interest 

- mothball vt 

'moth .bean n (the yellowish brown edible seed oO a bean cultivated, esp 
in India, for food, forage, and soil conditioning [prob by folk etymology 
fr Marathi mafh] 

'moth-.eaten adj 1 eaten into by moth larvae clothes} 2a very 
worn-out or shabby in appearance b antiquated, outmoded 
'mother /'mudha/ n la a female parent b an old or elderly woman 2 
a source, origin (necessity is the of invention} [ME moder, fr OE 

modor, akin to OHG muoter mother, L mater, Gk meter, Skt matr] - 
nMMiierhood n, motbcrIcM adj 

’mother adj la of or being a mother b bearing the relation of a mother 
2 derived (as lO from one's mother 3 acting as or providing a parental 
stock > used without reference to sex 
’mother vr la to give birth to b to give rise to; initiate, produce 2 to care 
for or protect like a mother - often derog 
’mother, leoChcr of vioegar n a slimy membrane of yeast and bacterial 
cells that develops on the surface of alcoholic liquids undergoing vinegar- 
producing fermentation and is added to wine or cider to produce vinegar 
[akin to MD madder mud, lees, dregs, MLG mudde mud] 

.Mother .Care/e 'chicken /'keoriz/ n storm petrel [origin 
unknown] 


.Mother 'Goose .rhyme n, chiefly NAm nursery rhyme [Mother 
Goose, fictional author of Mother Goose's Melodies, collection of nursery 
rhymes published in London ab 1760] 

Mothering Sunday /'mudhanng/ n the fourth Sunday in Lent 
observed m Britain in honour of motherhood 
'mother-in-, law n, pi mothers-in-law the mother of one’s spouse 
'motherland /-.land/ n one's fatherland 

‘motherly /-li/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of a mother 2 like a mother; 
maternal - motberliness n 
.mother-naked adj stark naked 

.mother-of-pearl n the hard pearly iridescent substance forming the 
inner layer of a mollusc shell 
'Mother's .Day n mothering Sunday 

.mother su'perlor n, offen cap MAS the head of a religious community 
of women 

‘mother .tongue n 1 one's native language 2 a language from which 
another language derives 

mothproof /'moth.proohf/ vt or adj (to make) resistant to attack by the 
larvae of (clothes) moths 

motif /moh'teef/ n 1 a recumng element forming a theme in a work of 
art or literature, esp a dominant idea or central theme 2 a single or 
repeated design or colour 3 a leitmotiv [F, motive, motif] 
motile /'mohtiel/ adj exhibiting or capable of movement [L motus, pp] 
- motility /moh'tilati/ n 

'motion /'mohsh(3)n/ n la a formal proposal made in a deliberative 
assembly b an application to a court or judge for an order, ruling, or 
direction 2a an act, process, or instance of changing position, movement 
b an active or functioning state or condition 3a an act or instance of 
moving the body or its parts, a gesture b pi actions, movements, esp 
merely simulated or mechanical actions - often in go through the motions 
4 melodic change of pitch Sa an evacuation of the bowels - usu pi with 
sing meaning b the matter evacuated [ME mocioun, fr MF motion, fr 
L motion-, mono movement, fr motus, pp of movere to move] - motional 
adj, motionless adj, motionlessness n 
’motion vt to direct by a gesture (•^ed me to a seat} 

'motion .picture n, chiefly NAm a film, movie 
. motivate /'mohtivayt/ vt to provide with a motive or incentive, impel 
('^d by fear} - motivation /-'vaysh(a)n/ /i . 

'motive /’mohtiv/ n l a need, desire, etc that causes sby to act 2 a 
recurrent phrase or figure that is developed through the course of a 
musical composition [ME, fr MF motif, fr motif, adj, moving] ~ motive- 
less adj 

’motive adj 1 moving or tending to move to action 2 of (the causing oO 
motion energy} [MF or ML, MF motif, fr ML motivus, fr L 
motus, pp] 

motive power n sthg (e g water or steam) whose energy is used to 
impart motion to machinery 

motivity /moh'livaii/ n the power of (producing) movement 
mot juste /.moh 'zhoohst (Fr mo 3yst)/ n, pi mots justes /^/ the 
exactly nght word or phra.sing [F] 

'motley /'moth/ adj 1 multicoloured 2 composed of vaned (disrepuuble 
or unsightly) elements [ME, perh fr mot mote, speck] 

’motley n l a woollen fabnc of mixed colours made in England between 
the 14th and 17th c 2 a haphazard mixture (of incompatible elements) 
[ME, prob fr 'motley] 

moto-croes /'mohtob ,kros/ n the sport of racing motorcycles across 
country on a rugged usu hilly closed course [motor + cross (coun- 
try)] 

'motor fmohW n 1 sthg or sby that impacts motion 2 any of vanous 
power units that develop energy or impart mption: e g a a small compact 
engine b internal-combustion engine c a rotating machine that 
transforms electneal energy into mechanical* energy 3 motor vehicle; 
esp M010R car [L, fr motus, pp of movers to move] - motoricss adj 
’motor adj la causing or imparting motion b of or being a nerve (fibre) 
that conducts an impulse causing the movement of a muscle nerve 

c of or involving muscular movement 2a equipped with or dnven by a 
motor b of or involving motor vehicles (the tnde} 

’motor vf to travel by motor car; esp drive 2 
Motoral! /'mohto.rayl/ trademark - used for a railway system in which 
a passenger tram also carries the passengers* cars 
'motor ,biko n a motorcycle - infml 
'motor, boat /-.boht/ n a usu small boat propelled by a motor 
'motorcade /-Mayd/ n a procession of motor vehicles 
'motor .car n a usu 4-wheeled motor vehicle designed for transporting 
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a small number of people and typically propelled by an internal- 
combustion engine 

'motor, cycle /-.sickl/ n a 2-whccled motor vehicle that can carry 1 or 
sometimes 2 people astride the engine - motorcycle vi, motorcyclist 
/-.sieklist/ n 

motorist /'mohtanst/ n sby who dnves a car 

motor-ize, -ise /'mohtane?/ v/ I to equip (e g a vehicle) with a motor 

2 to provide with motor-driven equipment (e g for transport) - motoriza- 
tion /-ne'/aysh(3)n/ n 

'motorman /-man/ n a dnver of a motor-dnven vehicle (e g a bus or 
underground tram) 

'motor .scooter n a usu 2-wheeled motor vehicle having a seat so that 
the driver sits in front of rather than astnde the engine 
motor torpedo boat n a high-speed motorboat whose principal offen- 
sive armament is torpedoes 

'motor .vehicle aiso motor n an automotive vehicle not operated on 
rails, esp one with rubber lyres for use on roads 
'motor, way /-.way/ n, Br a major road designed for high-speed traffic 
that has separate carnageways for different directions and certain restne- 
tions on the types of vehicle and driver allowed on it 
motte /mot/ n the fortified mound of a (Norman) castle -ZV ciiURni 
(F - more at moat] 

'mottle /'motl/ /I 1 a coloured spot or blotch 2 an irregular pattern of 
spots or blotches on a surface (prob back-formation fr motley] - mottled 
adj 

’mottle vt mottling /motl-ing/ to mark with mottles 
motto /’motoh/ n, pi mottoes also mottos 1 a sentence, phrase, or word 
inscribed on sthg as appropnate to or indicative of its character or use 2 
a short expressum '^f a guiding principle; a maxim 3 (a piece of paper 
printed with) a usu humorous or sentimental saying [It, fr L muttum 
grunt, fr muitire to mutter] 

moue /mooh/ n a little gnmace, a pout |F, fr MF, of Gmc ongm, akin 
to MD mouwe protruding lip] 

mouflon, moufflon /'moohflonh/ n (any oO a wild race of the domestic 
sheep found on European mountains [F mouflon, fr It dial movrone, fr 
LI. mufron-, mufro] 

mouill6 /mwee ay/ adj pronounced palatally [F, lit , moistened] 
moujik /'moohzhik/ n a muzhik 

'mould, NAm chiefly mold /mohld/ n crumbling soft (humus-nch) soil 
suited to plant growth [ME mold, molde, fr OE molda, moJde, akin to 
OHO molta soil, L molere to gnnd - more at -meal] 

’mould, NAm chiefly mold n 1 distinctive character or type <nced to 
recruit more men of hi'i 2 the frame on or round which an object is 
constructed 3 a cavity or form in which a substance (c g a jelly or a metal 
casting) IS shaped 4 a moulding 5 a fixed pattern or form [ME mold, 
molde, fr OF modle, fr L modulus, dim. of modus measure - more at 
mete] 

’mould, NAm chiefly mold vt 1 to give shape to 2 to form in a mould 

3 to exert a steady formative influence on 4 to fit closely to the contours 
of 5 to ornament with moulding or carving < ^ ed picture framesy 

*mould, NAm chiefly mold n (a fungus producing) an often woolly growth 
on the surface of damp or decaying organic matter [ME mowlde] 
'mould, board /-.bawd/ n a curved plate on a ploughshare for lifting and 
turning the soil 

mouldar, NAm chiefly molder /'mohlda/ vt to crumble into dust or 
decayed fragments, esp gradually [freq of mould (to become mouldy), fr 
*mould\ 

moulding /'mohiding/ n 1 an article produced by moulding 2 a 
decorative recessed or embossed surface 3 a decorative band or stnp used 
for ornamentation or finishing (e g on a comice) architelture 
mouldy /'mohidi/ adj 1 of, resembling, or covered with a 
mould-producing fungus 2 old and mouldering, fusty, crumbling 3a 
miserable, nasty b stingy USE (i) infml 

moulin /*moohlanh (Fr mulr.)/ n a nearly cylindrical vertical shaft worn 
in a glacier by water from melting snow and ice [F, lit . mill, fr LL 
molinum - more at mill] 

'moult, NAm chiefly molt /mohit/ vb to shed or cast off (hair, feathers, 
shell, horns, or an outer layer) periodically [alter of ME mouten, fr OE 
-mutian to change, fr L mutare] 

’moult, NAm chiefly molt n moulting; specif ec6y%\s 
mound /mownd/ n la(l) an artificial bank of earth or stones (2) the 
slightly elevated ground on which a baseball pitcher stands b a knoll, hill 
2 a heap, pile [origin unknown] 

'mount /mownt/ n a high hill; a mountain - usu before a name (Mount 


Everest) [ME, fr OE munt & OF mont, fr L mont-, mans, akin to ON 
maena to project. L minan to project, threaten] 

’mount VI 1 to increase in amount, extern, or degree 2 to nse, ascend 3 
to get up on or into sthg above ground level; esp to seat oneself (e g on 
a horse) for nding ~ vt la to go up, climb b(l) to seat or place oneself 
on (the speaker --^ed the platform) (2) cover 6a 2a to lift up. raise, 
erect b to place (e g artillery) in position c to initiate and carry out (e g 
an assault or stnke) 3a to set (sby) on a means of conveyance /^cd his 
little daughter on a donkey) b to provide with animals for nding 4 to 
station for defence or observation or as an escort < ^ guard over the 
palace) 5a to attach to a support b to arrange or assen^le for use or 
display 6a to prepare (c g a specimen) for examination or display b to 
organize and present for public viewing or performance, stage (^ed a 
sumptuous opera) [ME mounten, fr MF monter, fr (assumed) VL 
montare, fr L mont-, mons] 

’mount n 1 an opportunity to nde a horse, esp in a race 2 sthg on which 
sby or sthg is mounted eg a the matenal (e g cardboard) on which a 
picture IS mounted b a jewellery setting c an attachment for an accessory 
d a hinge, card, etc for mounting a stamp in a stamp collection 3 a horse 
for nding 

mountain /'mownt(3)n, -tayn/ n 1 a landmass that projects conspicu- 
ously above its surroundings and is higher than a hill 2a a va.st amount 
or quantity - often pi with sing meaning b a supply, esp of a specified 
usu agncultural commodity, in excess of demand (a butter ^ > [ME, fr 
OF montaigne, fr (assumed) VL montanea, fr fern of montaneus of a 
mountain, alter of L montanus, fr mont-. mons] 

.mountain 'ash n a rowan or related tree of the rose family usu with 
small red fruits 

mountaineering /.mownta'manng/ n the pastime or technique of 
climbing mountains and rock faces - mountaineer /-'nia/ n 
mountain lion n a puma 

mountainous /'mownt( 3 )nas/ adj 1 containing many mountains 2 
resembling a mountain, huge - mountalnoosly adv 
'mountain .sickness n sickness caused by insufficient oxygen in the air 
at heights, esp above 3.50C)m (about lO.ftOOft) 
mountebank /'mownti.bangk/ n 1 sby who sells quack medicines from 
a platform 2 a charlatan [It monttmbanco, fr montare to mount + in in, 
on ^ banco, banca bench - more at *bank] - mountebsakery 
/-kan/ n 

Mountie /mownti/ n a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
[mounted policeman] 
mounting /’mowntmg/ n 'moi’nt 2 

mourn r-.awn/ v/ to feel or express (e g in a conventional manner) gnef 
or sorrov , i-sp for a death - vt to feel or express gnef or sorrow for [ME 
mournen, iV OE muman, akin to OHG momen to mourn, Gk mermera 
care - more at memory] - mourner n 

'mouiinful /-f(3)l/ adj expressing, causing, or filled with sorrow - 
mournfully adv, moumfulness n 

mourning /"mawning/ n 1 the act or state of one who mourns 2a an 
outward sign (c g black clothes or an armband) of gnef for a person's 
death (is wcanng b a penod of time dunng which signs of gnef are 
shown 

'mouse /'i.iows/ n, pi mice /mics/ 1 any of numerous small rodents with 
a pointed snout, rather small ears, and slender tail 2 a timid person [ME, 
fr OE mus, akin to OHG mus mouse. L mus, Gk mj's mouse, muscle] 
’mouae vi to hunt for mice ^\t , chiefly NAm to search for carefully - 
usu -V out - mouscr n 
'mouse ,deer n a chevrotam 

'mouse-.ear n any of several plants (eg hawkweed) with soft hairy 
leaves 

mouse-ear chick weed n any of several related usu hairy chick- 
weeds 

'mouse, trap /-.trap/ n a trap for mice 

moussaka, mousaka /mooh'sahka/ n a Greek dish consisting of layers 
of minced meat (e g lamb), aubergine or potato, tomato, and cheese with 
cheese or savoury custard topping [NGk mousalav] 
mousse /moohs/ n a light sweet or savoury cold dish usu containing 
cream, gelatin, and whipped egg whites [F, lit., froth, fr LL muha 
mixture of honey and water; akin to L met honey - more at mellifui- 
ousj 

mousaelina /'moohsleen/ n a fine sheer fabnc (eg of rayon) that 
resembles muslin [F, lit., muslin - more at muslin] 
mouatache, NAm chiefly mustache /ma'stahsh, ma'stash/ n 1 the hair 
growing or allowed to grow on sby's upper lip 2 hair or bnstics round 
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the mouth of a mammal [MF moustache, fr Olt mustaccto, fr MGk 
moustaki, dim. of Gk mystak-, mystax upper lip, moustache] 
MoutMrian /mooh'stianon/ adj of a Lower Palaeolithic culture char- 
acterized by well-made flint tools [F mousterien, fr Le Moustier, cave in 
Dordogne, France] 

mousy, monaey /*mowsi/ adj I o( or resembling a mouse- e g a quiet, 
stealthy b timid; also colourless 2 of hair light greyish brown 
'mouth /mowth/ n, pi mouths /mowdhz/ la the opening through which 
food passes into an animal's body; also the cavity in the head of the typical 
vertebrate animal bounded externally by the lips that encloses the tongue, 
gums, and teeth b a grimace made with the lips c a horse's response to 
pressure on the bit d an individual, esp a child, requinng food (too many 
to feed} 2a utterance (finally gave tohtsMmgs'^ b mouthpiece 
3 3 sthg like a mouth, esp in affording entrance or exit eg a the place 
where a river enten a sea, lake, etc b the opening of a cave, volcano, etc 
c the opening of a container 4a a tendency to talk too much b impertinent 
language - compare 't ip 2 USE (4) infml [ME, fr 0£ muth, akin to OHG 
mund mouth, L mandere to chew, Gk masasthai to chew, mastax mouth, 
jaws] - mouthed /mowdhd/ adj, mouthlike adj - down In Che mouth 
dejected, sulky 

*mouth /mowdh/ vr 1 to utter pompously 2 to repeat without compre- 
hension or smcenty 3 to form (words) soundlessly with the lips ^ vi to 
talk pompously 

mouthful /mowthfCa)!/ n la a quantity that fills the mouth b the 
amount (of food) put into the mouth at I time 2 a small quantity 3a a 
word or phrase that is very long or difficult to pronounce b chiefly NAm 
a very apt or significant comment or statement - chiefly in say a mouthful 
infml 

'mouth .organ n a harmonica 

'mouth, part /-.paht/ n a structure or appendage near or forming part 
of the mouth 

'mouth, piece /-.pees/ n 1 sthg placed at or forming a mouth 2 a part 
(eg of a musical instrument or a telephone) that goes in the mouth or is 
put next to the mouth 3 sby or sthg that expresses or interprets another’s 
views 

'mouth-, watering adj stimulating or appealing to the appetite; appetir- 
mg - nooth-wateringly adv 
mouthy /'mowdhi/ adj garrulous 

movable, moveable /moohvabl/ n or adj (property) able to be removed 
> often used to distinguish personal property from buildings, land, etc. usu 
pi ['move + -able] 

.movable 'feast n an annual church festival (e g Easter) not celebrated ' 
on the same date each year 

'move /moohv/ vi la(l) to go or pass with a continuous motion (2) to 
proceed or progress towards a (specified) place or condition <moving up 
the executive ladder^ - often 4^ on < ^ onto the next itemy b to go away 
(ifs time we were moving) c(l) to transfer a piece in a board game (e g 
in chess) from one position to another (it’% your turn ro ^ ) (2) of a piece 
in board games to travel or be capable of travelling to another position 
(the bishop s diagonally^ d(l) to change one's residence (2) to change 
one's (official) location 2 to pass one's life in a specified environment < ^ s 
in fashionable circles} 3 to change position or posture 4 to uke action, 
act 5 to make a formal request, application, or appeal 6 to change hands 
by being sold or rented - often + quickly or slowly 7 of the bowels to 
evacuate 3a to operate or function, esp mechanically b to show marked 
activity or speed - infml (after a brief lull things really began to ^vt 

la to change the place or position of b to transfer (e g a piece in chess) 
from one position to another 2a(l) to cause to go or pass with a 
continuous motion (2) to take (furniture and possessions) from one 
residence or location to another b to cause to operate or function (this 
button s the whole machine} 3 to cause (the body or part of the body) 
to change position or posture 4 to prompt to action 5 to affect in such 
a way as to lead to a show of emotion or of a specified emotion 6 to 
propose formally in a deliberative assembly 7 to cause (the bowels) to 
evacuate [ME motvn, fr MF movoir, fr L move/v] - BMvcr n 
*movt n la the act of moving a piece (e g in chess) b the turn of a player 
to move 2a a step taken so as to gam an objective b a movement e a 
change of residence or official location - on the move 1 in a state of 
moving about from place to place (a salesman is constantly on the move) 

2 in a state of moving ahead or making progress (said that civilization 
is always on the move) 

mow in VI 1 to take up occupation of a dwelling or place of work 2 to 
advance aggressively in order to gain control - often -i- on (police moved 
in on the criminak hiding in the house} 

*inovomont /-mont/ n la the act or process of moving; esp change of 


place, position, or posture b a particular instance or manner of moving 
c an action, activity - usu pi with sing, meaning (troop ->-s) 2a a trend, 
specif in pnces b an organized effort to promote an end (the civil nghts 
'^} 3 the moving parts of a mechanism that transmit motion 4 a unit 
or division having its own key, rhythmic structure, and themes and 
forming a separate part of an extended musical composition Sa the 
development of the action in a work of literature b the quality of a book, 
play, etc of having a quickly moving plot 6 motion S 
move on vi to change one’s residence or location for another ^ vt to 
cause to depart (the squatters were moved on by the police} 
move out vi to leave a dwelling or place of work 
move over w to make room 
movie /'moohvi/ n film 3a, b {moving picture] 
moving /'moohving/ adj la marked by or capable of movement b of a 
change of residence 2a producing or transfernng motion or action (the 
^ spint behind the scheme} b evoking a deep emotional response - 
movingly ad\ 

.moving 'picture n, chiefly NAm a film, movie 
'mow /mow/ n 1 a stack of hay. gram, fodder, etc (in a bam) 2 the part 
of a barn where hay or straw is stored [ME. heap, stack, fr OE muga, 
akin to ON mugi heap, Gk mykon] 

*mow /moh/ vh mowed; mowed, mown /mohn/ vt 1 to cut down (a crop, 
esp grass) 2 to cut down the standing herbage, esp grass, of (e g a field) 
^ vf to cut down standing herbage, esp grass [ME mowen, fr OE mawan, 
akin to OHG maen to mow. L metere to reap, mow, Gk aman] 

mower n 

mow down vt 1 to kill, destroy, or knock down, esp in great numbers 
or mercilessly 2 to overcome swiftly and decisively, rout 
moxie /'moksi/ n. NAm courage - infml [fr Moxie, a trademark for a 
soft drink] 

mozzarella /.motsa'reb/ n a moist white unsalted unnpened curd cheese 

[It] 

mozzetta /moh(t)'zetd/ n a short cape with a small ornamental hood 
worn over the rochet by Roman Catholtc prelates [It] 

Mr /'mista/ n, pi Messrs /'mesa// 1 - used as a conventtonal ittle of 
courtesy before a man’s surname, except when usage requires the substitu- 
tion of a title of rank or an honorary or professional title 2 - used m direct 
address before a man’s title of office (may / one more question, — 
Chairman?} 3 - used before the name of a place or of a profession or 
activity or before some epithet (c g clever) to form a title applied to a male 
viewed or recognized as representative of the thing indicated (-^ Foot- 
half} [Mr fr ME, abbr of maister master, Messrs abbr of Messieurs, fr F, 
pi of Monsieur] 
mRNA n MESSENGER RNA 

Mrs /'misiz/ n, pi Mesdames /may'dahm/ la - used as a conventional 
title of courtesy before a marned woman’s surname, except when usage 
requires the substitution of a title of rank or an honorary or professional 
title (spoke to Smith} b - used before the name of a place (e g a 
country or city) or of a profession or activity (e g a sport) or before some 
epithet (e g clever) to form a title applied to a marned woman viewed or 
recognized as representative of the thing indicated Tennis 1982} 2 
a wife (took the along to the pub} ~ infml [Mrs abbr of 'mistress, 
Mesdames fr F, pi of Madame] 

.Mrs 'Grundy /grundi/ n sby marked by prudish conventionality in 
personal conduct [Mrs Grundy, offstage character personifying prudery 
in the play Speed the Plough by Thomas Morton flHSS E dramatist] 
Mu /maz, miz/ n - used instead of Mrs or Miss, esp when mantal status 
IS unknown or irrelevant 
MSH n melancx;yte-stimui.atino hormome 
mu /m(y)ooh/ n the 12th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk my] 
muc-, Duel-, moco- comb form 1 mucus (igucoprotein} 2 mucous and 
(mucopurulent} [L muc-, fr mucus] 

'much /much/ adj more /maw/; most /mohst/ 1 great in quantity or 
extent (not money} (nothing to do} (how ^ milk is there?} - 
compare so much 2 excessive, immoderate (ifs a bit ^ having to work 
so late} [ME muche large, much, fr michel, muchel, fr OE micel, mycel; 
akin to OHG mihhil great, large, L magnus, Gk megas] - too muck 1 
wonderful, exciting 2 ternble, awful 
*much adv more; most la(l) to a great degree or extent; considerably < ^ 
happier} (don’t like it} to my surprise} (how ^ did it cost?} - 
compare so much (2) very - with verbal at^tives (was amused} b 
frequently, often marned} c by far the fatter} (I’d ~ rather 
not}('*' the brightest student} 2 nearly, approximately (looks the 
way his father did} - as much 1 the same quantity 2 that, so (I thought 
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as much) much less and certainly not (can’t even walk, much less 
run} 

*much fl 1 a great quantity, amount, or part (^ave away of the 

nighty (got too ^ to do) - compare so much 2 sihg considerable or 
impressive (wasn 7 -- to look aty (the film wasn 7 up fo ~ > (I don 7 think 
^ of that ideay 3 a relative quantity or part (I’ll say this for himy 

- too much for 1 more than a match for 2 beyond the endurance of 
'much as conj however much; even though 

muchness /’muchnis/ n ['much + -ness] - much of a muchness very 
much the same 

mucilage /'myoohsilij/ n a gelatinous substance obtained esp from 
seaweeds and similar to plant gums [ME muscilage, fr LI. mucilago 
mucus, musty juice, fr L mucus] 

mucilaginous /.myoohsi'iajmas/ adj 1 sticky, viscid 2 of, full of. or 
secreting mucilage [LL mucilaginosus, fr mucilagin-, mucilago] 
muck /muk/ n 1 soft moist farmyard manure 2 slimy dirt or filth 3 
mire, mud 4a a worthless or useless thing; rubbish - infml h Br - used 
in Lord Muck and Lady Muck to designate an arrogantly patronizing 
person [ME muk, perh fr OE -moc; akin to ON myki dung - more at 
mucus] - mucky adj 

muck about vh, chiefly Br mess about - infm! 
mucker /'muka/ n a friend, pal ~ infml [muck (in) + ’-er] 
muck in vi, Br to share or join in esp a task (all mucked in togethery, 
also to share sleeping accommodation - infml 

muck out VI to remove manure or filth, esp from an animal's quarters 

- vf to clear (e g a stable) of manure 

'muckrake /-.rayk/ vf to search out and publicly expose real or apparent 
misconduct of prominent individuals (obs muckrake, n (rake for dung)] 

- muckraker n 

muck sweat n - in a muck sweat sweating profusely, esp through fear 
or haste 

muck up vt. chiefly Br 1 to dirty (as lO with muck, soil 2 to bungle, 
spoil USE infml 
muco- see muc- 

mucoaa /rnyooh'kohza/ n, pi mucosae /-zi/, mucosas mucous mi;M 
URANF. [NL, fr L, fern of mucosus mucous] 

mucous /'myoohkds/ adj of. like, secreting, or covered (as if) with mucus 
[L mucosus, fr mucus] 

.mucous 'membrane /"membrayn/ n a membrane nch in mucous 
glands, specif lining body passages and cavities (eg the mouth) with 
openings to the extenor 

mucro /"myool^roh/ n, pi mucrones /-necz/ a sharp end point or part 
(c g of a IcaO — J PLANT [NL mucron-, mucro, fr L. point, edge; akin 
to Gk amyssein to scratch, sting] - mucronate /'myoohkra.nayt/ adj 
mucus /'myoohkas/ n a thick slippery secretion produced by mucous 
membranes (e g in the nose) which it moistens and protects [L, nasal 
mucus, akin to ON myki dung, Gk myxa mucus] 
mud /mud/ n 1 (a sticky mixture of a solid and a liquid resembling) soft 
wet earth 2 abusive and malicious remarks or charges [ME mudde, prob 
fr MLG; akin to OE mos bog - more at moss] 

'muddle /'mudl/ vh muddling /'mudling, 'mudl-ing/ vt 1 to stupefy, esp 
with alcohol 2 to mix confusedly in one’s mind - often -t up 3 to cause 
confusion to ^ vi to proceed or get along in a confused aimless way - > 
along or on [prob fr obs D moddelen, fr MD, fr modde mud; akin to 
MLG mudde] - muddler n 

’muddle n 1 a state of (mental) confusion 2 a confused mess 
.muddle'headed /-'hedid/ adj 1 mentally confused 2 inept, bungling 

- muddleheadednesa n 

muddle through vi to succeed in spite of incompetence or lack of 
method and planning 

'muddy /"mudi/ adj 1 lacking in clarity or bnghtness 2 obscure in 
meaning, muddled, confused [mud + '-y] - muddily adv, muddlness 
n 

’muddy vt to make cloudy, dull, or confused 
mudf lap /'mudjiap/ n a flap suspended behind the wheel of a vehicle to 
prevent mud, splashes, etc bwing thrown up 

'mud,flat /-.flat/ n a muddy areaof ground covered at high tide - often 
pi with sing, meaning 

'mud.guard /-.gahd/ n a metal or plastic guard over the wheel of a 
bicycle, motorcycle, etc to deflect or catch mud 
'mud,lark /-Jahk/ n a destitute child in Victorian London, esp one who 
tned to find useful or salable objects in the tidal mud of the Thames 
'mud,pack A.pak/ n a face-pack containing fuller's earth 
'mud .puppy n any of several large American salamanders 


'mud, atone /-.stohn/ n a hardened shale produced by the consolidation 
of mud 

mueali /'m(y)ooh 2 li, 'mwayzli/ n a (breakfast) dish of Swiss ongin 
consisting of rolled oats, dned fruit, nuts, grated apple, etc [G mush, fr 
mus soft food, pulp, fr OHG muos-, akin to OE mos food] 
muezzin /mooh'ezin/ n a mosque official who calls the faithful to prayer 
at fixed daily times, usu from a minaret [Ar mu’adhdhin] 

'muff /muf/ n a warm cylindneal wrap in which both hands arc placed 
[D mof, fr ME moufJe mitten, fr ML muffula] 

’muff n 1 a failure to hold a ball in attempting a catch 2 a timid awkward 
person, esp in sports - infml (a hopeless — at tennis} [perh fr 'muff] 
’muff vt 1 to handle awkwardly, bungle 2 to fail to hold (a ball) when 
attempting a catch 

muffin /'mufin/ n a light round yeast-leavened bun usu served hot [prob 
fr LG muffen, pi of muffe cake] 

'muffle /‘mufl/ vt muffling /’mufling/ 1 to wrap up so as to conceal or 
protect 2a to wrap or pad with sthg to dull the sound b to deaden the 
sound of 3 to keep down, suppress <^d laughtery [ME mufJen] 
’muffle n a chamber in a furnace or kiln where articles can be heated 
without direct contact with flames or combustion products [F mou/le, 
111., mitten, fr ME] 

muffler /'mufla/ n 1 a warm scarf worn round the neck 2 NAm a 
silencer for a motor vehicle 

'mufti /’mufti/ n a professional Muslim jurist [Ar mufii] 

’mufti n civilian or ordinary clothes worn by one who is usually in uniform 
[prob fr 'mufti] 

'mug /mug/ n 1 a large usu cylindneal dnnking cup 2 the face or mouth 
of shy 3 Br sby easily deceived, a sucker USE (2 A 3) infml [ongin 
unknown] 

’mug vf -gg- to assault, esp in the street with intent to rob [back-formation 
fr mugger, prob fr obs mug (to punch in the face), fr ‘mu^] - mug- 
ger n 

muggins /'mugmz/ n, pi mugginses, muggins a fool, simpleton - slang, 
often used in address <- here lost her passporty [prob fr the name 
Muggins] 

muggy /’mugi/ adj, of weather warm, damp, and close [E dial mug 
(dnzzle), prob of Scand origin] - muggily adv, mugginess n 
'mug's .game n. chiefly Br a profitless activity - infml ['mug 3] 

'mug .shot n a photograph of a suspect's face - slang ['mug 2] 
mug up vf, Br to study hard - infml [mug (to study), of unknown 
ongin] 

'mug, wort A.wuhi/ n a tall Eurasian composite plant with small brown- 
ish flower heads [ME, fr OE muegwyrt, fr mucg- (perh akin to OE mycg 
midge) wyrt wort - more at midge, 'wort] 

'mug,wump /-.wump/ n, chiefly NAm an independent in politics [obs 
slang mugwump (important person), fr Natick mugwomp captain] 
Muhammadan /ma'hamid(a)n/ adj of Muhammad or Islam [Muham- 
mad t632 Arabian prophet & founder of Islam] - Mnbammadso n, 
Muhammadanism n 

mulatto /myooh'latoh/ n. pi mulattoes, mulaftos the first-generation 
offspring of a Negro and a white person [Sp mulato, fr mulo mule, fr L 
mulus] 

mulberry /'mulb(3)n/ n (any of a genus of trees of the fig family bearing) 
an edible usu purple multiple fruit [ME murbene, mulbene, fr OF moure 
mulberry (fr L morum, fr Gk moron) + ME berie berry] 
mulch /mulch/ n a protective covenng (e g of compost) spread on the 
giound to control weeds, ennch the soil, etc [perh irreg fr E dial meJeh 
(soft, mild)] ' mulch vf 

'mulct /muikt/ n a fine, penalty [L multa, mulcta] 

’mulct vf 1 to punish by a fine 2a to swindle b to obtain by swin- 
dling 

'mule /myoohl/ n 1 the ofTspring of a mating between a (female) horse 
and an ass 2 a very stubborn person 3 a machine for simultaneously 
drawing and twisting fibre into yam or thread and winding it onto 
spindles [ME, fr OE mul, fr L mujus] 

’mule n a backless shoe or slipper garment [ME, a kind of slipper, 
fr L mulleus shoe worn by magistrates] 

muleta /m(y)ooh'layt3/ n a small cape attached to a stick that h used 
by a matador during the final suge of a bullfight [Sp, crutch, muleta, dim. 
of mula she-mule, fr L, fern of mulus] 

muleteer /.myoohb'tw/ n sby who dnves mules [F muletier. fr mulct, 
fr OF, dim. of mul mule] 

muley /'myoohli/ adj, of an animal of a type that normally has horns 
polled or (naturally) hornless [of Celtic ongm; akin to IrGad A ScGael 
maol bald, hornless, W moel] 
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mulish /'myoohlish/ adj unreasonably and inflexibly obstinate [‘mu/e] 

- Bwllahly adv, muliahneu n 

'mull /mul/ vt to heat, sweeten, and flavour (e g wine or beer) with spices 
[origin unknown] 

*mull ji crumbly soil humus forming a layer of mixed organic matter and 
mineral soil and merging into the underlying mineral soil [G, fr Dan 
muJd, fr ON moJd dust, soil; akin to OHG molta dust, soil - more at 
'mould] 

*mull n a headland or peninsula in Scotland [ME (Sc) mole, prob fr ON 
mull projecting crag, snout, muzzle^ akin to OHG mula, muJ mouth (of 
an animal). Gk myllon lip, L mutUs mute - more at 'mutf] 
mullah /'mub, 'moob/ n a Muslim of a quasi-clerical class trained in 
traditional law and doctrine [Turk moJIa A Per A Hindi mulla, fr Ar 
mawla\ - mullaUani /-,iz(3)m/ n 

mullein also nuUen /'mubn/ n any of a genus of plants of the figwort 
family with spikes of usu yellow flowers [ME moleyne, fr AF moleine, 
prob fr OF mol soft, fr L molhs] 

muller /'mub/ n a pestle usu for grinding substances on a sbb [alter, of 
ME molour, prob fr mullen to grind, fr mul, mol dust, prob fr MD] 
Mullerian /moo'lbn-an, myooh-/ adj of or being mimicry between 2 or 
more inedible or dangerous species, considered to reduce the difficulties 
of recognition by potential predators [Fntz Muller tl897 G zoologist] 
mullet /'mulit/ n, pi mullet, esp for different types mullets any of a family 
of a food fishes with elongated bodies b red or golden fishes with 2 
barbels on the chin [ME molet, fr MF mulet, fr L mullus red mullet, fr 
Gk myllos-, akin to Gk melas bbck, Skt malina dirty, black] 
mulligatawny /.muliga'tawm/ n a rich meat soup of Indian ongin 
seasoned with curry [Tamil mifakutaifni, a strongly seasoned soup, fr 
milaku pepper ^ tanpi water] 

mullion /'muli-an/ n a slender vertical bar pbced esp between panes or 
panels (e g of windows or doors) architecture [prob alter of 
monial (mullion). fr ME moynel, moniel, fr MF moinel, perh fr moyen 
middle] - mullion vt 

mullock /'mubk/ n, Austr mining refuse [ME mullok rubbish, refuse, 
fr mul mol dust] 

mull over vt to consider at length [mull (to gnnd, ponder), fr ME mullen 

- more at muller] 

multi- /mult]-/ comb form la many; multiple; much <multi-5/orey> b 
more than 2 (multi/arensy) <multivayenr> c more than 1 <multiparou5> 
2 many times over <multimi///ona/re) [ME, fr MF or L, MF, fr L, fr 
multus much, many ~ more at meliorate] 

'multi, coloured A,kulad/ adj of vanous colours 
.multi'dentate /-'dentayt/ adj having many teeth 
.multifarious /-'feanas/ adj having or occurring in great vanety, 
diverse [L multifaiius, fr multi- ^ -fanus (akin to facere to make, do)] 

- multifariously adv, mnllifiBriousncta n 

'multiform /-/awm/ adj having many forms or appearances [F mul- 
aforme, fr L multiformis, fr multi- + -formis -form] - multiformity 
/-'fawmati/ n 

.multl'lateral /-'bt(a)ral/ adj 1 having many sides 2 participated in by 
more than 2 parties 3 of a school divided into more than 2 separately 
organized sides offering different curricula - multUatcrally adv 
.multi'layered A'layad/, multilayer adj having or involving several 
distinct layers, strata, or levels tropical rain forest j 
.multl'llogual A'ling*gwal/ adj 1 polyglot 2 2 using or able to use 
several languages <a stewardess') - multilingualiim n, multilintpially 
adv 

.multi'madia /-'meedi-a/ adj using or involving several media 
.multi.millio'naira /-jmlya'nea/ n sby whose wealth is estimated at 
many millions of money units 

.multi'nationol A'nash(a)ni/ adj 1 of more than 2 nations <a ^ 
alliance) (a ^ society) 2 having divisions in more than 2 countries <a 
-w company) - muldnatioiial n 

multiparous /mul'tiparas/ adj 1 producing many or more than 1 
offspring at a birth 2 having given birth 1 or more times previously [NL 
mulUpanis, fr multi- + L -parus -parous] 

.muHJ'partite A'pahtiet/ adj multibteral [L multipartitus, fr multi- + 
partitus, pp of partire to divide, fr part-, pars part] 

.multi'phasic /-Tayzik/ adj having various phases or elements <j ^ 
test) 

'multiple Amultipl/ adj 1 consisting of, including, or involving more than 
1 2 many, manifold achievements) 3 shared by many owner- 
ship) 4 of a fruit formed by coalescence of the ripening ovaries of several 
flowers [F, fr L multiplex, fr multi- •v -plex -fold - more at simple] 


‘multiple n 1 the product of a quantity by an integer <J5 is a ^ 7) 

2 multiple, multiple store chiefly Br chain sroRE 
.multiple-'choice adj having several answers from which 1 is to be 
chosen <a « exam question) 

.multiple scle'rosis n progressively developing partud or complete 
paralysis and jerking muscle tremor resulting from the formation of 
patches of hardened nerve tissue in nerves of the brain and spinal cord 
that have lost their myelin 

.multiple 'unit n a tram that has 1 or more carnages contaming motors 
for propulsion and is used mainly for local services 
.multiple 'voting n illegal voting by 1 person in 2 or more constituen- 
cies 

'multiplex /'multi.pleks/ adj 1 manifold, multiple 2 being or relating to 
a system allowing several messages to be transmitted simultaneously by 
the same circuit or channel [L] 

‘multiplex vb to send (messages or signals) by a multiplex system - 
multiplexer, multiplexor n 

multiplicable /.multi'plikabi/ adj capable of being multiplied 
multiplicand /.multipli'kand/ n a number that is to be multiplied by 
another [L multiplicandus, gerundive of multiplicare] 
multiplication /,multipli'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 multiplying or being multi- 
plied 2 a mathematical operation that at its simplest is an abbreviated 
process of adding an integer to itself a specified number of times and that 
IS extended to other numbers in accordance with laws that are valid for 
integers [ME multiplicacioun, fr MF multiplication, fr L multiplication-, 
multiplicatio, fr multiplicatus, pp of multiplicare to multiply] - multi- 
plicative /.multi'plikativ/ adj, multiplicatively adv 
.multipli'cation .sign n the symbol X denoting multiplication 

SYMBOL 

multiplicity /.multi'plisati/ n 1 the quality or state of being multiple or 
vanous 2 a great number <a ^ of errors) [MF multiplicite, fr LL 
multiplicitat-, multiplicitas, fr L multiplic-, multiplex] 
multiplier /'multi.plie a/ n I a number by which another number is 
multiplied 2 an instrument or device for multiplying or intensifying some 
effect 3 a key-operated machine or mechanism or circuit on a machine 
that multiplies figures and records the products [multiply + '-er] 
multiply /'multiplie/ vt 1 to increase in number, esp greatly or in 
multiples; augment 2a to combine by multiplication 7 and S) b to 
combine with (another number) by multiplication - usu pass < 7 multiplied 
by 8 IS 56) —vi la to become greater in number, spread b to breed or 
propagate 2 to perform multiplication LISE (vt 2, vi 2) symbol 
[ME multiplien, fr OF multiplier, fr L multiplicare, fr multiplic-, multi- 
plex multiple] - multipliable adj 

.multi'pronged /-'prongd/ adj having several distinct aspects or 
elements 

.multi'purpose A'puhpss/ adj serving several purposes 
.multi'racial Z-'rayshfa)!/ adj composed of. involving, or representing 
vanous races ~ mnlHraciaiism n 

'multi,stage /-.stayj/ adj 1 having successive operating stages, esp 
having propulsion units that operate in turn rockets) 2 conducted in 
stages <a ^ investigation) 

.multi-'storay /-'stawri/ n or adj (a building, esp a car park) having 
several storeys 

multitude ^multityoohd/ n 1 the state of being many 2 a great number, 
a host 3 a crowd - chiefly fml 4 the populace, masses [ME, fr MF or 
L, MF, fr L mulutudin-, multitudo, fr multua much - more at melior- 
ate] 

multitudinous /.multi'tyoohdinas/ adj 1 comprising a multitude of 
individuals; populous 2 existing in a great multitude 3 existing in or 
consisting of innumerable elements or aspects USE fml - maltitudinously 
adv, multitudinousDeas n 

multiversity /.multi'vuhsati/ n a very latge university with many 
component divisions [multi- + -versity (as ift university)] 

'mum /mum/ adj silent (keep ^> - infml [prob imit of a sound made 
with closed lips] 

‘mum n, chiefly Br mother la - infml [short for mummy] 
mumble Amumbl/ vb ommbliflg Amumbling, 'mumbhing/ to say 
(words) in an inarticulate usu subdued voice [ME momelen, of imit 
origin] - mumble n, mumbler Amumbb/ n 

mumbo jumbo /.mumboh 'jumboh/ n 1 elaborate but meaningless 
ntual 2 involved activity or language that obscures and conflises 
[Mumbo Jumbo, an idol or deity held to have been worshipped in 
Africa] 

mumetal Amyookmetl/ n a nickel-containing alloy that has a high 
magnetic permeability [jl (mu), symbol for permeability] 
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mummery /'muman/ n 1 a performance of mumming 2 an absurd or 
pretentious ceremony or performance 

mummify /'mumifie/ vt 1 to embalm and dry (the body of an animal 
or human being) 2 to cause to dry up and shnvel vi to dry up and 
shnvel like a mummy - mummification /,mumiri'kaysh(3)n/ n 
mumming /'muming/ n I the practice of performing in a traditional 
pantomime 2 the custom of going about merrymaking in disguise during 
festivals (ME mommyng, fr gerund of mommen to perform in a panto- 
mime, fr MF momcr to go masked] - mummer n 
*mummy /’mumi/ n 1 a body embalmed for burial in the manner of the 
ancient Egyptians 2 an unusually well-preserved dead body [ME mum- 
mie powdered parts of a mummified body used as a drug, fr MF momie, 
fr ML mumia mummy, powdered mummy, fr Ar mumiyah bitumen, 
mummy, fr Per miim wax] 

’mumnny n, chiefly Br motmlr la - used esp by or to children [baby talk, 
var of mama, mamma] 

mumps /mumps/ n pi but sing or pi in constr an infectious virus disease 
marked by gross swelling of esp the parotid glands (fr pi of obs mump 
(gnmace)] 

mun /man, strong mun/ verbal auxiliary, dial Br 1 must 2 may (ME 
mun, mon must, shall, fr ON man shall (1 & 3 sing pres indic; infinitive 
mumi, rnonu): akin to OE man. mon he remembers, thinks of, L ment-. 
mens mind] 

munch /munch/ vb to chew (food) with a crunching sound and visible 
movement of the jaws (ME monchen, prob of imil ongin] - 
muncher n 

mundane /mun'dayn/ adj 1 (charactcnslic) of this world in contrast to 
heaven 2 practical and ordinary, esp to the point of dull familiarity [ME 
mondeyne, fr MF mondain, fr LL mundanus, fr L mundus world] - 
mundanely mutidanf'ness n 

'mung .bean /mung/ n (the edible green or yellow seeds oO an erect 
bushy bean grown m warm regions, esp as the chief source of bean sprouts 
[Hindi m ug. fr Skt mudga] 

mungo /'mung goh/ n, pi mungos reclaimed wool of poor quality, shoddy 
(origin unknown] 

municipal /myooh'nisipi/ adj la of a municipality b having local 
self-government 2 restricted to 1 locality [L municipaJis of a municipal- 
ity, (Tmunicip-, municeps inhabitant of a municipality, lit , undertaker of 
duties, fr munus duty, service + capere to take - more at 'mfan, heave] 

- municipally adv 

municipality /myooh.nisi'pabti/ n (the governing body oO a pnmanly 
urban political unit having corporate status and some self-government 
municipal ize, -ise /myooh'nisip(a)l,iez/ vt to invest control of in a 
municipality - municipalization /-ie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
munificent /mycx)h'nifis(a)nt/ adj 1 giving or bestowing with great 
generosity 2 characterized by great liberality USE fml [back-formation 
fr munificence, fr L mumficentia, fr munificus generous, fr munus service, 
gift] - munificence n, munificently adv 

muniment /‘myoohmmant/ n a document kept as evidence of title or 
privilege - usu pi (AF, fr MF, defence, fr L mummentum, fr munire to 
fortify] 

munition /myooh'nish(a)n/ n armament, ammunition - usu pi with sing 
meaning (MF, fr L munition-, munitio, fr munitus, pp of munire to 
fomfy, fr moena walls, akin to OE mxre boundary. L munis wall] - 
munition vt 

muntin /'muntin/ n a stnp separating panes of glass m a sash window 
or panels in a door architecture (alter, of montant (vertical 
dividing bar), fr F, fr prp of monter to nsc - more at ’mount] 
muntjac also muntjak /'muntjak/ n any of several small deer of SE Asia 
and the E Indies [prob modif of Jav mindjangan deer] 

'Muntz .metal /munts/ n a widely used brass zinc alloy [George Muntz 
tl8S7 E metal manufacturer] 

muon /'myooh-on/ n an unstable elementary particle similar to but 
heavier than the electron, that occurs esp in cosmic rays (contr of earlier 
mu-meson, fr mu (taken as a symbol for meson, and used to distinguish 
It from the short-lived pi-meson, i e pion)] - muonic /myooh'onik/ adj 
'mural /'myooaral/ adj of, resembling, or applied to a wall [L muralis, fr 
murus wall - more at munition] 

’mural n a mural work of art (e g • painting) - muralist n 
'murder /'muhda/ n 1 the crime of unlawfully and intentionally killing 
sby 2 sthg very difficult, dangerous, or disagreeable - infml <fr was 
trying to parky [partly fr ME murther, fr OE morthor, partly fr ME 
murdre, fr OF, of Gmc origin; akin to OE morthor, akin to OHG mord 
murder, L mort-, mors death, mori to die. Ok brotos mortal] 
’murder vt \ to kill (sby) unlawfully and intentionally 2 to slaughter 


brutally 3a to put an end to b to mutilate, mangle a sonatay -^vito 
commit murder - murderer, fern murderess /-ns/ n 
murderous /'muhd(a)ras/ adj la having the purpose or capability of 
murder b charactenzed by or causing murder or bloodshed 2 capable of 
overwhelming heat) - murderously adv, murderousness n 
murex /'myooareks/ n, pi murices /'myooanseez/, murexes any of a 
genus of tropical manne gastropod molluscs with a rough (spiny) shell 
that yield a purple dye [NL, genus name, fr L, purple shell, akin to Gk 
myak-, myax sea-mussel] 

muriate /'myrxiariot, -ayt/ n a chlonde [F, back-formation fr (acide) 
miinatique muriatic acid (hydrochlonc acid), fr L munaticus pickled in 
bnne, fr muna bnne] 

murine /‘myooanen. -nn/ adj of or being a common domestic rat or esp 
(house) mouse [denv of L mur-, mus mouse - more at mouse] - 
murine n 

murk /muhk/ n gloom, darkness, also fog [ME mirke, prob fr ON 
mvrkr] 

murky /'muhki/ adj dark and gloomy - murkily adv, mnrkiness n 
'murmur /'muhma/ n 1 a half-suppressed or muttered complaint 2a a 
low indistinct (continuous) sound b a subdued or gentle utterance 3 an 
atypical sound of the heart indicating an abnormality [ME murmure, fr 
MF, fr L murmur murmur, roar, of imit origin] 

’murmur vi 1 to make a murmur 2 to complain, grumble vt to say in 
a murmur < - ed an apology for being latey - murmurer n 
murmuration /,muhm3'raysh(a)n/ n a flock - used with reference to 
starlings [’murmur 4 -ation] 

murmurous /'muhmaras/ adj 1 filled with or making murmurs 2 low 
and indistinct - murmurously adv 

muscadine /'muskadieii. -dm/ n a grape of the southern USA with 
musky fruits home in small clusters [prob alter of muscatel] 
muscarine /’musk^rcen/ n an alkaloid ong found in fly aganc that gives 
the eflect of stimulation of the parasympathetic nervous system (eg in 
stimulating smooth muscle and dilating blood vessels) [G muskann, fr 
NL muwana, specific epithet of Amanita muscana fly aganc] - miiscs- 
rinic /-'nnik/ adj 

muscat /'muskat, -kat/ n any of several cultivated grapes used in making 
wine and raisins [F, fr Prov, fr muscat musky, fr muse musk, fr LL 
/nuscus] 

muscatel /.muska'tel/ n 1 a sweet dessert wine made from muscat 
grapes 2 a raisin made from muscat grapes [ME muskadelle, fr MF 
muscadel, fr OProv, fr miiscadel resembling musk, fr muscat] 
muscle /"musl/ n 1 (an organ that moves a body part, consisting of) a 
tissue made of modified elongated cells that contract when stimulated to 
produce motion anatomy 2 muscular strength, brawn [MF, fr L 
muscuJus, fr dim of mus mouse - more at mouse] - mnscled adj 
'muscle-, bound /-.bownd/ adj I having enlarged muscles with 
impured elasticity, often as a result of excessive exercise 2 lacking 
flexibility, ngid 

muscle in vi muscling /musl mg. 'musling/ to interfere forcibly - infml; 
often f on 

muscovedo /.muska'vahdoh/ n the unrefined sugar obtained as crystals 
after sugarcane juice has been evaporated and the molasses drained off 
[Sp or Pg, Sp (azucar) mascabado, fr Pg (a^ucar) mascavado, fr aquear 
sugar t mascavado, pp of mascavar to adulterate, separate raw sugar (from 
molasses), fr (assumed) VL minuscapare, fr L minus less + caput 
head] 

muscovite /'muska.vict/ n 1 cap a native or inhabitant of (the ancient 
pnncipality oO Moscow 2 a colourless to pale brown potassium mica 
[ML or NL Muscoxia, Moscovia Moscow, pnncipality A city of Russia] 
- Muscovite adj 

Muscovy duck /’muskavi/ n a large S Amencan crested duck widely 
kept in domestication [prob alter of musk duck] 
muscul-, musculo- comb form 1 muscle <muscular> 2 muscular and 
<musculosAe/cra/> [LL muscul-, fr L musculus] 
musculer /'muskyoob/ adj la of, constituting, or performed by muscle 
or the muscles b having well-developed musculature 2 having strength 
of expression or character; vigorous - muaciilarly adv, muacalsrity 
/-'larati/ n 

.muscular 'dystrophy n progressive wasting of muscles occurring as 
a hereditary disease 

musculature /'muskyoolacha/ n the system of muscles of (part oO the 
body [F. fr L musculus] 

'muse /myoohz/ n to become absorbed m thought; esp to engage in 
daydreaming ^ vt to think or say reflectively [ME musen, fr MF muser 
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to gape, idle, muse, fr muse mouth of an animal, fr ML musus] - 
T n 

n 1 cap any of the 9 sister goddesses in Greek mythology who were 
the patrons of the arts and sciences 2 a source of inspiration, esp a woman 
who influences a creative artist [ME, fr MF, fr L Musa, fr Gk Mousa, 
prob akin to Gk mnasthai to remember] 

museum /myooh'zee-am/ n an institution devoted to the acquinng, care, 
study, and display of objects of interest or value; also a place exhibiting 
such objects [L Museum library, study, fr Gk Mouseion, fr neut of 
Mousaos of the Muses, fr Mousa] 

mu'seum .piece n 1 an object interesting enough for a museum to 
display 2 sthg absurdly old-fashioned 

mush /mush/ n I a soft mass of semiliquid matenal 2 mawkish 
sentimentality [prob alter of mash] 

'mushroom /'mushroohm, -room/ n 1 the enlarged, esp edible, fleshy 
fruiting body of a class of fungus, consisting typically of a stem beanng 
a flattened cap 2 a fungus [ME musseroun, fr MF mousseron, fr LL 
musstnon-, mussino] 

’mushroom vt l to spring up suddenly or multiply rapidly 2 to flatten 
at the end on impact 3 to pick wild mushrooms <^o ^ iiig> 
mushy /'mushi/ adj 1 having the consistency of mush 2 mawkishly 
sentimenul - nuahily adv, mushineas n 

music /'myoohzik/ n la the science or art of ordenng tones or sounds 
in succession and combination to produce a composition having unity and 
continuity b vocal, instrumental, or mechanical sounds having rhythm, 
melody, or harmony 2 an agreeable sound 3 the score of a musical 
composition set down on paper USE [ME musik, fr OF mustque, 
fr L musica, fr Gk mousike any art presided over by the Muses, esp music, 
fr fern of moustkos of the Muses, fr Mousa Muse] 

'musicsl /myoohzikl/ adj 1 having the pleasing harmonious qualities of 
music 2 having an interest in or talent for music 3 set to or accompanied 
by music 4 of music, musicians, or music lovers - musically adv, 
musicaUty /-'kalati/ n 

’musical n a film or theatneal production that consists of songs, dances, 
and dialogue based on a unifying plot 

'muaical .box, chiefly NAm m^c box n a container enclosing an 
apparatus that reproduces music mechanically when activated 
.musical 'chairs n pi but sing in constr a game in which players march 
to music round a row of chairs numbering 1 less than the players and 
scramble for seats when the music stops 

.musical 'comedy n a musical, esp one of a sentimental or humorous 
nature 

'music .centre n, Br a usu stereophonic system that houses a record 
player, a radio, and a cassette tape recorder in a single unit 
‘music .hall n (a theatre formerly presenting) entertainments consisting 
of a variety of unrelated acts (e g acrobats, comedians, or singers) 
musician /myooh'zish(9)n/ n a composer, conductor, or performer of 
music; esp an instrumentalist - muaidanship n 
musicology /.myoohzi'kolaji/ n the study of music as a branch of 
knowledge or Held of research [It musicologia, fr L musica music f -hgia 
'logy] - nusicologist n. rauaicological /.myoohzika'lojikl/ adj 
'music .stool n a stool usu having an adjustable height and used by a 
pianist 

musing /'myoohzing/ n meditation, reflection - musiiigly adv 
musique concrbta /mooh,zeek kong'kret (Fr myzik kdkrrt/ n a 
montage of recorded natural sounds (e g voices, traffic noise, and bird 
calls) arbitrarily modifled and arranged [F, lit., concrete music] 
musk /musk/ n la (a synthetic substitute for) a substance with a 
penetrating persistent smell that is obtained from a gland of tlte male 
musk deer and used as a perfume fixative; also a similar substance from 
another animal b the odour of musk 2 any of vanous plants with musky 
smells [ME muske, fr MF muse, fr LL muscus, fr Gk moschos, fr Per 
mushk, fr Skt muflra testicle, fr dim. of muf mouse; akin to OE mus 
mouse] - nuaky adj 

'musk ,dser n a small heavy-limbed hornless deer of central Asia, the 
male of which produces musk 

musktg /mosjeeg/ n 1 a sphagnum bog of northern N America, often 
with tussocks 2 a usu thick deposit of partially decayed vegetable matter 
of wet northern regions [of Algonquian origin; akin to Ojibwa mdskeg 
gnssybof] 

muskst /muskit/ n a heavy large-calibre shoulder firearm with a smooth 
bore [MF moasquet, fr Olt moschetto arrow for a crossbow, musket, fr 
dim. is moaca fly, fr L muaca - more at midge] 
muskstssr /.muska'tia/ n a soldier armed with a musket [modif of MF 
mousquetaire, fr moasquet] 


musketry /muskitn/ n 1 (troops armed with) muskets 2 musket 
fire 

muskmelon /'musk.melan/ n (an Asiatic plant that bears) a usu sweet 
musky-smelling edible melon 

'musk-,ox n a thickset shaggy-coated wild ox of Greenland and northern 
N Amenca defence 

'musk,r8t /-.rat/ n, pi muskrats, esp collectively muskrat an aquatic 
rodent of N Amenca with a long scaly tail and webbed hind feet [prob 
by folk etymology fr a word of Algonquian ongin; akin to Natick 
musquash muskrat] 

'musk .rose n a rose of the Mediterranean region with musky flowers 
'musk .thistle n a Eurasian thistle with drooping musky flower 
heads 

Muslim /'moozlim, 'muz-/ n an adherent of Islam [Ar muslim, lit , one 
who surrenders (to God)] - Muslim adj 

muslin /'muzlin/ n a plain-woven sheer to coarse cotton fabnc [F 
moussehne, fr It mussolina, fr Ar mawsiliy of Mosul, fr a\-Mawsil Mosul, 
city in Iraq] 

musquBsh /'muskwosh/ n (the dark glossy brown fur or pelt oO the 
mu.skrat [of Algonquian ongin, akin to Natick musquash muskrat] 
'muss /mus/ n, NAm a state of disorder, mess - infml [ongin unknown] 

- mussy adj 

’muss vt, NAm to make untidy, disarrange, dishevel - infml 
mussel /'musl/ n 1 a manne bivalve mollusc with a dark elongated shell 
2 a freshwater bivalve mollusc whose shell has a lustrous mother-of-pearl 
lining [ME muscle, fr OE muscelle, akin to OHG muscula mussel; both 
fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr (assumed) VL muscula, fr L 
musculus muscle, mussel] 

Mussulmsn /'muslman, 'moos-/ n. pi Musaulmen /-man. -men/. Mus- 
sulmans archaic a Muslim [1 urk musluman Sl Per musulman, modif of 
Ar muslim] 

'must /m3s(t), strong must/ verbal auxiliary, pres & past all persons must 
la be commanded or requested to (you — stop} b certainly should, ought 
by all means to </ - read that book} (we mustn’t despair^ 2 be 
compelled by physical, social, or legal necessity to (man eat to live} </ 
say you’re looking much better}, be required by need or purpose to (we 
hurry if we want to catch the bus} - past often replaced by had to 
except in reported speech; used in the negative to express the idea of 
prohibition <we ^ not park here} 3 'win b-(if you go at least wait 

till morning}, esp be unreasonably or perversely compelled to (why ~ 
you be so stubborn?} (in spite of my advice, she go and do the 
opposite} 4 be logically inferred or supposed to (it be time} (they 
mustn’t have amved} - compare 'can Id 5 was presumably certain to, 
was or were bound to (if he really was there I ^ have seen him} (ME 
moste, fr OE moste, past indic & subj of motan to be allowed to, have to, 
akin to OHG muozan to be allowed to, have to, OE metan to measure 

- more at mete] 

’must /mu.st/ n an essential or prerequisite 

’must /must/ n grape juice before and dunng fermentation [ME. fr OE, 
fr L mustum, fr neut of mustus young, fresh, new] 
mustache /ma'stahsh, ma'siash/ n, chiefly NAm a moustache 
mustachio /ma'stahshioh, ma'stashioh/ n. p! mustachios a (large) mous- 
tache [Sp & It, Sp mostacho, fr It mustaccio] ~ mustachioed adj 
mustang /"mustang/ n the small hardy naturalized horse of the western 
plains of the USA [MexSp mestengo, fr Sp, stray, fr mesteho strayed, fr 
mesta annual roundup of cattle that dispo^ of strays, fr ML (ammalia) 
mixta mixed animals] 

mustard /'mustad/ n (a pungent yellow powder used as a condiment or 
in medicine, esp as an emetic or countenrntant, and ground from the 
seeds oO any of several related plants with lobed leaves, yellow flowers, 
and straight seed pods [ME, fr OF moftarde, fr moust must, fr L 
mustum] - mustardy adj 

'mustard ,gas n an imtant and blister-isducing oily liquid used as a 
poison gas 

'muster /"musta/ vt la to assemble, convene b to call the roll of 2 to 
summon in response to a need (all the courage he could ^ ^ vi to come 
together; congregate [ME mustren to show, muster, fr OF monstrer, fr 
L monstrare to show, fr monstrum evil omen, monster - more at 
monster] 

’musta^ n la assemblmg (for military inspection) b an assembled group; 
a collection 2 a cntical examination (slipshod work that would never 
pass -> 

'muster .roll n a register of the officers and men in a military unit or 
ship’s company 

musth, must /must/ n a periodic state of frenzy in the male elephant, usu 
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music <@> 


Clefs 



G or treble clef F or bass clef 



alto clef tenor clef 


The C clef is called the alto clef or the 
tenor clef, depending on where it is 
placed on the staff The positions of 
middle C on the alto and tenor clefs are 
shown 


Notes and rests, and their values 



Accidentals 




sharp flat natural double double 
sharp flat 

Accidentals are notes that are outside 
the key indicated by the key signature. 


Grace notes are decorative notes 
before a mam note, if they have a 
stroke across the tail (acciaccaturas) 
they are played as quickly as possible, 
but if not (appoggiaturas) they are of 
the same length as the main note 






Playing instructions 


accent marks arpeggio 

Sm 





crescendo diminuendo 


dots to mark mordent 
staccato 


^ if' ■9B9B9 maggma nggggg Of 




Other symbols 



m 

1 

-lU — 


— 


ottava 


pause repeat trill or shake 


turn 


alia coda segno 
breve 


First bars of Schubert's Gate Nacht 


diminuendo 




mu8 
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connected with the rutting season [Hindi mast intoxicated, fr Per; akin 
to OE mete meat) 
mustn't /'musnt/ must not 

musty /'musti/ adj 1 afTected by mould, damp, or mildew 2 tasting or 
smelling of damp and decay [must (musk, mould; fr MF, alter, of muse 
musk) + '-y] - nustlly adv, muatiiiesi n 

mutabis /'myoohubl/ adj 1 capable of or liable to change or alteration 
2 capable of or subject to mutation [L mutabdis, fr mutare to change - 
more at miss] - mutableness n, mutably adv, mutability 
/.myoohto'bibti/ n 

mutagen /’myoohtojan/ n sthg (eg mustard gas) that increases the 
frequency of muUtion [ISV mutation v -gen] - mutagenesis /-'jenasis/ 
n, mutagenic /-'jenik/ adj, mutagenically adv, mutagenicity /-ja- 
'nisati/ n 

mutation /myooh'taysh(a)n/ n 1 (a) significant and fundamental alter- 
ation 2 sandhi; specif umlaut 3 (an individual or strain difTenng from 
others of its type and resulting from) a relatively permanent change in an 
organism's hereditary matenal [ME mutacioun, fr MF mutation, fr L 
mutation-, mutatio, fr mutatus, pp of mutare] - mutational adj, mutation- 
ally adv, mutant /'myooht(3)nt/ n, mutate /myooh'tayt/ v6 
mutatis mutandis /mooh.tahtis mooh'tandis/ adv with the necessary 
changes having been made or respective differences considered [NL] 
'mute /myooht/ adj 1 unable to speak; dumb 2a felt but not expressed 
sympathy^ b refusing to plead (the prisoner stands ~ > 3 of letters 
{eg the b in plumb) not pronounced [ME muet, fr MF, fr OF mu, fr L 
mutus; akin to OHG mawen to cry out, Ok myfM mute] - mutely adv, 
muteness n 

*muten 1 one who cannot or does not speak 2 stop 7 3 a device attached 
to a musical instrument to reduce, sofien, or mulTle its tone 
*mute vt 1 to muffle or reduce the sound of 2 to tone down (a 
colour) 

*mute VI, of a bird to pass waste matter from the body [ME muten, fr MF 
meutir, short for esmeutir, fr OF esmeltir, of Gmc ongin] 

'muted adj 1 silent, subdued 2 provided with or produced or modified 
by the use of a mute - mutedly adv 

mute swan n the common white swan of Europe and W Asia that 
produces no loud notes 

mutilate /'myoohtilayt/ vr 1 to cut off or permanently destroy or 
damage a limb or essential part of 2 to damage or deface (the censors had 
^d the senpO [L mutilatus, pp of mutilate, fr mutilus mutilated; akin 
to L muticus curtailed, docked, OIr mut short] - mutilator n, mutilation ^ 
/-'laysh(a)n/ n 

mutineer /.myoohti'nia/ n sby who mutinies 
mutinous /'myoohtinos/ adj 1 tending to mutiny; rebellious 2 of or 
constituting mutiny - mutinously adv, mutinousness n 
mutiny /'myoohtini/ n open resistance to lawful authonty; esp concerted 
revolt (e g of a naval crew) against discipline or a supenor officer [obs 
mutine (to rebel), fr MF (se) mutiner, fr mutin mutinous, fr meute revolt, 
fr (assumed) VL movita, fr fern of movitus, alter, of L motus, pp of movere 
to move] - mutiny vi 

mutt /mut/ n 1 a dull or stupid person 2 a (mongrel) dog [short for 
muttonhead (dull-witted person)] 

mutter /muta/ w 1 to utter sounds or words in a low or indistinct voice 
2 to utter muffled threats or complaints vt to utter, esp in a low or 
indistmet voice [ME muteren; akin to L muttire to mutter, mutus mute] 

- mutter n, mntterer n ^ 

mutton /mutn/ n the flesh of a mature sheep used as food meat 
[ME motoutt, fr OF moron ram, wether, of Olt ongm, akin to MBret 
mour wether] - muttony adj 

'mutton, chops /-, chops/ n pi side-whiskers that are narrow at the 
temple and broad by the lower jaws 

mutual /'myoohtyoool, -chal/ adj la directed by each towards the other 
affection') b having the same speafled feeling for each other (they 
had long been enemies) 1 shared by 2 or more in common [ME fr 
MF mutuel, fr L mutuus lent, borrowed, mutual; akui to L mutare to 
change - more at miss] - mntnallic vb, mutually adv, mutuality 
/-'abti/ n 

mutuallam /'myoohtyoo9.1iz(a>m. -ch3liz(a)m/ n 1 the doctnne or 
practice of mutual dependence as essential for social welfare 2 symbiosis 
for mutual benefit - matualltt n, mutuallatic /-listik/ adj 
Muzak /'myoohzak/ trademark - used for recorded background music 
pbyed in public places 

muzhik /moohzhik/ n, pi mnzUks also mnzhlkl /-ki/ a Russian peasant 
[Russ] 

'muzzia /'muzl/ n la the projecting jaws and nose of a dog or other 


animal b a covenng for the mouth of an animal used to prevent biting, 
barking, etc 2 the discharging end of a pistol, rifle, etc [ME musell, fr 
MF musel, fr dim of muse mouth of an animal, fr ML musus] 
’muzzle vt muzzling /muzhing, 'muzling/ 1 to fit with a muzzle 2 to 
restrain from free expression; gag - muzzier n 
'muzzle-.loader n a firearm that is loaded through the muzzle 
muzzy /'muzi/ adj menully confused, befuddled [perh blend of muddled 
and fuzzy] - muzzily adv, muzziness n 

my /mic/ adj 1 of me or myself, esp as possessor < car), agent < 
promise), or object of an action <'^ injuries) - sometimes used with 
vocatives < ^ child) ( ^ lord) and m the opening of a letter <My dear Mrs 
Jones) 2 - used mterjectionally to express surprise and sometimes 
reduplicated oh -^,in certain fixed exclamations <~ Godf), and 
with names of certain parts of the body to express doubt or disapproval 
foot^ [ME. fr OE min, fr min, suppletive gen of ic I; akin to OE 
me me] 

my- /mic-/, myo- comb form muscul- (myograph) (myoneural) (NL, fr 
Gk, fr mys mouse, muscle - more at mousf] 

myasthenia /.mie-as'theenya, -ni a/ n muscular weakness [NL] - myas- 
thenic adj 

.myas,thenia 'gravis /grahvis/ n a disease charactenzed by progress- 
ive weakness and exhaustibility of voluntary muscles without wasting 
[NL, lit , grave myasthenia] 

myc-, myco- comb form fungus (mycology) (mycosis) [NL, fr Gk 
myket-, mykes, akin to Gk myxa nasal mucus] 
mycelium /mie'seely^m/ n, pi myceiia /-lya/ the mass of interwoven 
filamentous hyphae that forms the body of a fungus and is usu submerged 
in another body (c g of soil or the tissues of a host) [NL, fr myc- + Gk 
helos nail, wart, callus] - mycelial adj 

Mycenaean also Mycenian /.miesi'nce-dn/ adj (charactenstic) of the 
Bronze Age culture of Mycenae and the Eastern Mediterranean area, esp 
from 1400 Bc to 1 100 bc [Mycenae, ancient city of Greece, fr L, fr Gk 
Mykenai] - Mycenaean n 

mycetozoan /mic,scta'7oh an/ n st imp moui d [NL Mycetozoa, order 
of protozoans, fr Gk myket-, mykes NL -zoaj - mycetozoan adj 
mycoflora /.mieka'flawra/ n the fungi characteristic of a region or 
special environment [NL] 

mycology /mie'kobji/ n (the biology oO fungal life or fungi [NL 
mycologia, fr myc- ^ L -logia -logy] - mycologist n, mycological 
/.mieko’lojikl/ also mycologic adj, mycologically adv 
mycoplasma /.miekoh'plazmo/ n, pi mycoplasmas, mycoplasmata 
Amato/ any of a genus of minute microorganisms without cell walls that 
are intermediate in some respects between viruses and bactena and are 
mostly parasitic, usu in mammals [NL. genus name, fr myc- ^ plasma] 
- mycoplasma] adj 

mycorrhiza /.mieka'neza/ n, pi mycorrhlzae /-zi/, mycorrhizas the 
symbiotic association of the mycelium of a fungus with the roots of a 
flowering plant (e g an orchid) [NL, fr myc- 4 Gk rhiza root - more at 
'root] - mycorrhizal adj 

mycosis /mie'kohsis/ n, pi mycoses /-seez/ infection with or disease 
caused by a fungus [NL] - mycotic /mie'kotik/ adj 
mycotoxin Amieko'toksm/ n a toxic substance produced by a fungus, 
esp a mould 

mydriasis /mie'drie-osis/ n a long-continued (excessive) dilation of the 
pupil of the eye [L, fr Gk] - mydriatic /.midn'atik/ adj or n 
myel-, myelo- comb form marrow; spinal cord <myeleiicepAa/on> [NL, 
fr Gk, fr myelos, fr mys mouse, muscle - more at mouse] 
myelin /'mie-olin/ n a soft white fatty matenal that forms a thick sheath 
ateut the cytoplasmic core of nerve cells adapted for fast conduction of 
nervous impulses [ISV] - myelinic A'linik/ adj 
myelinated /'mic>ali.naytid/ adj, of a nerve fibre having a sheath of 
myelin 

myelitis /.mie-o'lieus/ n inflammation of the bone marrow [NL] 
myelogenous /.mie-a'lojinas/, myelogenic /jnie-aloh'jenik/ adj of, ong- 
inating in, or produced by the bone marrow [ISV] 
myeloid Amie-ailoyd/ adj myelogenous [ISV] 
myeloma /.mie-a'lohma/ n a tumour of the bone marrow [NL] - 
myelOmatona /-matas/ adj 

myna, mynah also mlna /miena/ n any of vanous Asian starlings; esp a 
largely black one easily taught to pronounce words [Hindi maina, fr Skt 
madana] 
myo- - sec MY- 

myocardium /.mie-oh'kahdi-am/ n the middle muscular layer of the 
httit wall [NL, fr my- + Gk kardia heart - more at heart] - myocardial 
adj, myocardltii Akah'dietas/ n 



647 


nae 


myofibril /.miC'OhTiebril, -Tibnl/ n any of the long thin parallel contrac- 
tile filaments of a muscle cell [NL myofibnlla, fr my- + /ibnlla fibnl] - 

myofibrillar adj 

myoglobin /.mie-a'glohbm, n a red iron-containing protein pig- 
ment in muscles, similar to haemoglobin [ISV] 
myope /’mie.ohp/ n a myopic person [F, fr LL myops myopic, fr Gk 
myops, fr mycin to be closed + ops eye, face - more at mystfry, 
eyeJ 

myopia /mie'ohpi-9/ n defective vision of distant objects resulting from 
the focussing of the visual images in front of the retina, shortsightedness 
- compare hypermetropia [NL, fr Gk myopia, fr myop-, myops] - 
myopic /mie'opik, -'ohpik/ adj, myopically adv 
myosin /'mie asin/ n a fibrous muscle protein that reacts with actin to 
produce muscular movement [ISV myos- (fr Gk myos, gen of mys mouse, 
muscle) + -i/i] 

myosit /mie'ohsis/ n miosis - myotic /mie'otik/ adj 
'myriad /'min*ad/ n 1 ten thousand 2 an indefinitely large number - 
often pi with sing meaning [Gk mynad-, mynas, fr mynoi countless, ten 
thousand] 

’myriad adj innumerable, countless 

myriapod, myriopod /'min-a.pod/ n a millipede, centipede, or related 
arthropod with a body made up of numerous similar segments beanng 
jointed legs [denv of Gk mynoi pod-, pous foot - more at kx)t) 
myrmec-, myrmeco- comb fonn ant <myrmecopAa^ous> [Gk mynnek-, 
myrmeko-, fr myrmek-, mynnex - more at pismire] 
myrmidon /'muhmid(3)n/ n a subordinate who carnes out orders 
unquestioningly [L Mynnidon-, Myimido, fr Gk Mynnidon, one of the 
legendary Thessalian people accompanying Achilles to the Trojan 
War] 

myrobalan / aiic'ioiuisn, mi-/ n 1 the dried astnngent fruit of an E 
Indian tree used chiefly m tanning and in inks 2 an Asian plum tree much 
used in Europe as grafting stock [MF mirobolan, fr L myrobalanus, fr 
Gk myrobalanos, fr myron unguent * balanos acorn - more at smear, 
gland] 

myrrh /muh/n (a mixture of labdanum with) brown bitter aromatic gum 
resin obtained from any of several African and Asian trees [ME myrre, 
fr OE, fr L mynha, fr Gk, of Sem ongin, akin to Ar murr myrrh] 
myrtle /'muhtl/ n 1 an evergreen S European bushy shrub with shiny 
leaves, fragrant white or rosy flowers, and black bernes, or a related 
tropical shrub or tree 2 NAm 'periwinkle [ME mirtille, fr MF, fr ML 
myrtillus, fr L myrtus, fr Gk myrtos, prob of Sem ongin] 
myself /mic'self/ pron 1 that identical one that is I - used rcflcxivcly </ 
got a new suity, for emphasis </ will go}, or in absolute construc- 
tions <'^ a tounst, I nevertheless avoided other tounsts} 2 my normal 
self </'/n not quite today} - compare onf^elf [ME, alter of 
mescif] 

mysterious /mrstian ss/ adj 1 difficult to comprehend 2 containing, 
suggesting, or implying mystery - mysteriously adv, mysteriousness n 
mystery /mist(9)n/ n la a religious truth disclosed by revelation alone 
b<l) any of the 15 events (eg the Nativity, the Crucifixion, or the 
Assumption) serving as a subject for meditation dunng the saying of the 
rosary (2) cap a Christian sacrament, specif the Euchanst c a secret 
religious nte (e g of Eleusinian or Mithraic cults) 2a sthg not understood 
or beyond understanding <Am disappearance remains a ^} (a illness) 
b a fictional work dealing usu with the solution of a mystenous enme 3 
an enigmatic or secretive quality [ME mystene, fr L mystenum, fr Gk 
mystenon, fr (assumed) mystos keeping silence, fr Gk myein to be closed 
(of the eyes or lips)] 

'mystery .pley, mystery n a medieval religious drama based on episodes 
from the Senptures [F mystere, fr L mystenum] 
mystic /'mistik/ n a person who believes that God or ultimate reality can 
only be apprehended by direct personal expenence (and who orders 
his/her life towards this goal) 

mystical /'mistiki/, mystic adj 1 having a sacred or spintual meaning 
not given by normal modes of thought or feeling 2 of or resulting from 
a person's direct experience of communion with God or ultimate reality 
3 of mysteries or esoteric rites 4 of mysticism or mystics 5a mystenous, 
incomprehensible b obscure, esoteric c arousing awe and wonder [ME 
mistik, fr L mysticus of mystenes, fr Gk mysttkos, fr (assumed) mystos] 

- mystically adv, mysticism /-,siz(9)m/ n 

mystification /,mistirrkaysh(9)n/ n mystifying or being mystified 
mystify /’mistifie/ vt 1 to perplex, bewilder 2 to cause to appear 
mysterious or obscure [F mistifier, fr mystire mystery, fr L mystenum] 

- mystifier n, mystifylngly adv 

mystiqua /mi'steek/ n I a mystical reverential atmosphere or quality 


associated with a person or thing 2 an esoteric skill peculiar to an 
occupation or activity [F, fr mystique, adj, mystic, fr L mysticus] 
myth /mith/ n 1 a traditional story that embodies popular beliefs or 
explains a practice, belief, or natural phenomenon 2 a parable, allegory 
3a a person or thing having a fictitious exLstence b a bebef subsenbed to 
uncntically by an (interested) group [Gk mythos tale, speech, myth] 
mythical /'mithikl/ aJso mythic adj 1 based on or desenbed in a myth 
2 invented or imagined - mythically adv 

mythic ize, -lae /'mithi.siez/ vt to treat as or make the basis of a myth 
- mythicizer n 

mythological /.miths'lojikl/ adj 1 of or dealt with in mythology or 
myths 2 lacking factual or histoncal basis - mytbologicaily adv 
mytholog ize, -ise /mi'thobjicz/ vt to build a myth round -- vi to relate, 
classify, and explain myths - mythologizer n 

mythology /mi'ihobji/ n 1 a body of myths, esp those dealing with the 
gods and heroes of a particular people 2 a branch of knowledge that deals 
with myth 3 a body of beliefs, usu with little factual foundation, lending 
glamour or mystique to sby or sthg [F or LL, F mytholt^e, fr LL 
mythologia interpretation of myths, fr Gk, legend, myth, fr mythologein 
to relate myths, fr mythos ♦ logos speech - more at legend] - mytbol- 
ogist n 

.my 'word interj - used to express surpnse or astonishment 
myxoedema /.miksa'deem)/ n thickening and dryness of the skin and 
loss of vigour resulting from severe hypothyroidism [NL, fr Gk myxa 
lamp wick, mucus ♦ NL oedema swelling] 

myxoma /mik'sohma/ n. pi myxomas, myxomata /-mau/ a soft tumour 
made up of gelatinous connective tissue [NL, fr Gk myxa] - myxomatous 
/-matDs/ adj 

myxomatosis /.miksams'tohsis/ n a severe flea-transmitted vir>s dis- 
ease of rabbits that is charactenzed by the formation of myxomas in the 
body, and that has been used in their biological control [NL, fr myxomat-. 
myxoma] 

myxomyceta /.miksoh'miesect, .— '-/ n slime mould [denv of Gk 
myxa + myket-, mykes fungus - more at myc-J - royxomycetous /,—'-/ 
adj 


N 

n /en/ n, pi n’s, ns often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the I4th letter of the English alphabet 2 an indefinite 
number 3 the haploid or gametic number of chromosomes 4 an en 
-n - see '-ln 

'n' also ’n /(9)n/ conj and {fish - chips) 

na /no/ adv, Scot no [ME (northern), fr OE na - more at no] 

Naaf i /'nafi/ n the organization which runs shops and canteens in Bntish 
military establishments, also any of these shops or canteens [Navy, Army, 
and Air Force /nstitutes] 

nab /nab/ vt -bb- 1 to arrest, apprehend 2 to catch hold of, grab USE 
infml [perh alter of E dial nap, prob of Scand ongin] 
nabob /'naybob/ n 1 a provincial governor of the Mogul empire in India 
2 a man of great wealth - used ong of an Englishman grown nch in India 
[Hmdi A Urdu nawwab, fr Ar nuwwab, pi of na’ib governor] - nabobos 
/-'bes/ n 

nacelle /na'sel/ n a housing for an aircraft engine [F, lit., small boat, fr 
LL navtcella, dim. of L navis ship - more at *nave] 
nacre /’nayka/ n mother-of-pearl [MF, fr Olt naccara drum, nacre, fr 
Ar naqqarah drum] - nacred adj, nacreous /'naykri-as/ adj 
NAD n a widely occurnng compound that is a cofactor of numerous 
enzymes that catalyse oxidation or reduction reactions [nicotinamide- 
adenine dinucleotide] 

Na-dene /na 'deen/ also Na-due /~, nah 'deni/ n a group of related 
American Indian languages spoken in parts of NW USA [na- (fr an 
Alhapaskan word-stem basically meaning ‘people') + Dene (a member or 
the language of an Athapaskan people living in Alaska A NW (Canada), 
fr F, fr D6n6] 

nadir /naydia. 'nah-/ n 1 the point of the celestial sphere that is directly 
opposite the zenith and vertically downwards from the observer 2 the 
lowest point [ME, fr MF, fr Ar nazir opposite] 
naavua /'ncevas/ n a congenital pigmented area on the skin; a birthmark 
[NL. fr L] 
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,naff ‘off /naf/ vi, Br fuck off I - cuph, slang [naff perh alter of 
cff\ 

*nag /nag/ n a horse, esp one that is old or in poor condition [ME nagge; 
akin to D negge small horse] 

*nag vb -gg* vi 1 to find fault incessantly 2 to be a persistent source of 
annoyance or discomfort ^ i^r to subject to constant scolding or urging 
(prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON gnaga to gnaw; akin to OE gnagan to 
gnaw] - nagger n. nagging adj, naggingjy ad\ 

*nag n a person, esp a woman, who nags habitually 
Naga /nahga/ n. pi Nagas, esp collectively Naga a member of a group 
of Tibeto-Burman peoples in Assam and adjoining parts of Burma 
nagana /na'gahna/ n a fatal disease of domestic animals in tropical 
Africa caused by a trypanosome and transmitted by tsetse flies [Zulu 
u~nakane. ulu-nakane] 

Nahuatl /'nah.wahtl. -.wo-/ n. pi Nahuatls, esp collectively Nahuatl 1 
a group of Amencan Indian peoples of S Mexico and Central Amenca 2 
the language of the Nahuatl people [Sp, fr Nahuatl] > Nahuatlan 
/nah'wahtbn, -'wotbn/ adj or n 

Nahum /'nayham/ n (an Old Testament book attnbuted lo) a Hebrew 
prc^het of the 7th c bc [Heb Nahum] 

naiad /'niead/ n, pi naiads, naiades /‘nie a.deez/ 1 often cap a nymph in 
classical mythology living in lakes, nvers, etc 2 the aquatic larva of a 
mayfly, dragonfly, damselfly, etc [F or L; F naiade, fr L naiad-, naias, 
fr Gk, fr nan to flow - more at nourish] 
naice /nays/ adj affectedly proper or polite ~ humor or derog [alter of 
nice] 

naVf /nah'eef/ adj naive [F] • naif n 

'nail /nayl/ n 1 (a claw or other structure corresponding to) a homy 
sheath protecting the upper end of each finger and toe of human beings 
and other primates 2 a slender usu pointed and headed spike designed to 
be dnven m, esp with a hammer, to join matenals, act as a support, etc 
[ME, fr OE nsegl, akin to OHG naga! nail, fingernail, L unguis fingernail, 
toenail, claw, Gk onyx] 

*nail vt 1 to fasten (as if) with a nail 2 to fix steadily 3 to catch, trap 4 
to detect and expose (e g a lie or scandal) so as to discredit 5 chiefly NAm 
to hit, strike USE (except I) infml - nailer n 

nail down vt 1 to define or establish clearly 2 to secure a definite 
promise or decision from 

nainsook /nayn.sook/ n a soft lightweight cotton cloth [Hindi nain- 
sukh, fr nain eye f sukh delight] 

naira /’niera/ n Nigeria at naiionaiity [native name in* 

Nigeria] 

naive, naive /nah'eev, me-/ adj 1 ingenuous, unsophisticated 2 lacking 
in worldly wisdom or informed judgment; esp credulous 3 PRiMrnvE 3d 
[F naive, fern of naff, fr OF, inborn, natural, fr L nativus native] - naively 
adv, naivencM n 

naivete, naivete, naivete /nah'ccvati, me-/ n naivety [F naivete, fr OF, 
inborn character, fr naif] 

naivety also naivety /nah'eev'ti, me-/ n 1 being naive 2 a naive remark 
or action 

naked /'naykid/ adj 1 having no clothes on 2a of a knife or sword not 
enclosed in a sheath or scabbard b exposed to the air or to full view <a 
ligbty c of (part of) a plant or animal lacking hairs or other covering 
or enveloping parts (e g a shell or feathers) d lacking foliage or vegetation 
3 without furnishings or ornamentation <a ~ roomy 4 unarmed, defence- 
less Slacking factual confirmation or support faithy 6 not concealed 
or disguised (^the truthy 7 unaided by any optical device {visible to 
the ~ eye) [ME, fr OE nacod; akin to OHG nackot naked, L nudm, Gk 
gymnos] - nakedly adv, nakedness n 

namby-pamby /.nambi 'pambi/ adj 1 insipidly sentimental 2 lacking 
resolution or firmness; sofi [Namby Pamby, satmcal nickname given to 
Ambrose Philips tl749 E poet] - namby-pamby n, namby-pambyism n 
'name /naym/ n 1 a word or phrase designating an individual person or 
thing 2 a descriptive usu disparaging epithet {called him -^s) 3a 
reputation {gave the town a bad ^ ) b a famous or notonous person or 
thing 4 family, kindred {was a disgrace to his '^y 5 sembbnee as 
opposed to reality {a fnend in ^ onlyy [ME, fr OE namai akin to OHG 
namo name, L nomen, Gk onoma, onyma] - one’s name is mud one is in 
disgrace 

^nama vt 1 to give a name to; call 2 to identify by name 3 to nominate, 
appoint 4 to decide on; choose thedayfortheweddingy Stomention 
explicitly; specify - aameaUe adj, aamer n 

'nama-.calling n the use of abusive language, esp when resorted to in 
place of reasoned argument 


'name ,day n the feast day of the saint whose name one has taken at 
baptism 

'nama-.dropping n seeking to impress others by the apparently casual 
mention of prominent people as fnends -- name-dropper n 
'nameless /-Us/ adj 1 obscure, undistinguished 2 not known by name, 
anonymous 3 having no legal nght to a name; illegitimate 4a having no 
name {a ^ species ofmotHy b left purposely unnamed <a certain person 
who shall remain '~> 5 not marked with a name {a ^ gravey 6a not 
capable of being desenbed; indefinable <- fearsy b too terrible or 
distressing to describe {a ~ horrory - nameleuly adv, namelcss- 
ness n 

‘namely All/ adv that is to say 

.name of the ‘game n the essence or true purpose of an activity {in 
dieting perseverance is the ~ > 

‘nameplate /-.playt/ n a plate or plaque bearing a name 
‘namesake /-.sayk/ n sby or sthg that has the same name as another 
[prob fr name's sake (i e one named for the sake of another’s name)] 
nancy Anansi/ n an efTeminate male (homosexual) - derog [fr the female 
name Nancy] 

nankeen /.nang’keen/ n a durable brownish yellow cotton fabric ong 
made in China [Nanking, city in China] 
nanna /‘nana/ n, Br a granny - used by or to children [prob 
baby-talk] 

nanny a/5o nannie /'nani/n, chiefly Bra child's nurse, a nursemaid [prob 
baby-talk] 

‘nanny goat n a female domestic goat - infml [Nanny, nickname for 
An/ic] 

nano- comb form one thousand millionth (10’) part of <nanaseco/i(/> 

- ^ PHYSICS [ISV, fr Gk nanos dwarf] 

'nap /nap/ vi -pp- 1 to take a short sleep, esp dunng the day 2 to be o(T 
one’s guard {caught his opponent ^ ping) [ME nappen, fr OE hnappian, 
akin to OHG hnaffezen lo do/e] 

*nap n a short sleep, esp dunng the day 

*nap n a hairy or downy surface (e g on a woven fabric), a pile [ME noppe, 
ft MD, flock of wool, nap, akin to OE hnoppian to pluck, Gk konis ashes 

- more at incinerate] - napless adj, napped adj 
/nap vt -pp- to raise a nap on (fabne or leather) 

•nap n napolfon 2 

•nap vt -pp- to recommend (a horse) as a possible winner - nap n 
'napalm /'nay.pahm/ n \ a thickener consisting of a mixture of alu- 
minium soaps 2 petrol jellied with napalm and used esp in incendiary 
bombs and flamethrowers [naphthenate (a salt of naphthene) + palmi- 
tatc] 

•napalm vt to attack with napalm 
nape /nayp/ n the back of the neck [ME] 

napery Anaypan/ n household linen, esp table linen [ME, fr MF na/iene, 
fr nappe, nape tablecloth - more at napkin] 

naphth-, naphtho- comb form naphthalene (naphihoqumone) [ISV, fr 
naphtha & naphthalene] 

naphtha /‘naftha/ n 1 petroleum 2 any of vanous liquid hydrocarbon 
mixtures used chiefly as solvents [L, fr Gk. of Iranian origin, akin to Per 
nefi naphtha] 

naphthalene Anafthaleen/ n a hydrocarbon usu obtained by distillation 
of coal tar and used esp in the synthesis of organic chemicals [alter of 
earlier naphthaline, irreg fr naphtha] - naphthalenic /-'lenik/ adj 
Napierian logarithm /na,pian an/ n natural looariihm [John 
Napier 1 1617 Sc mathematician] 

napkin Anapkin/ n 1 a usu square piece of matenal (e g linen or paper) 
used at table to wipe the lips or fingers and protect the clothes 2 chiefly 
Br a nappy - fml [ME nappekin, fr nappe tab|pcloth, fr MF, fr L mappa 
napkin] 

napoleon /na'pohli-an/ o 1 a French 20-franc gold coin 2 (a bid to win 
all 5 tricks at) a card game played with hands pf 5 cards in which players 
bid to name the numbers of tneks they will take [F napoleon, fr Napoleon 
Napoleon I f 1821 Emperor of France] 

Napoleonic /na.pohli'onik/ adj of or resembling Napoleon I <<« ambi- 
tionsy 

nappy Anapi/ n, chiefly Br a square piece of cloth or paper worn by babies 
to absorb) and retain excreta and usu drawn up between the legs and 
fastened at the waist [napkin + -y] 

'nappy ,rath n a rash on the part of a baby's body covered by its nappy 
caused esp by contact with ammonia from its urine 
narciatism Anahsi,siz(a)m/ n love of or sexual desire for one’s own body 
[G narzissismus, fr Narziss Narcissus, a youth in Gk mythology who died 
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for love of his own reflection & was turned into a narcissus, fr L Narcissus, 
fr Gk Narkissos] - narcisalit n or adj, narclsaistlc /-‘sistik/ adj 
narcissus /nah'sisas/ n a daflbdil, esp one whose flowers are borne 
separately and have a short corona [NL, genus name, fr L. fr Gk 
nark/ssas] 

narcolepsy /'nahka.lepsi/ n brief attacks of deep sleep occurnng as an 
abnormal condition [ISV, fr Gk narke] - narcoleptic /-'leptik/ n or 
adj 

narcosis /nah'kohsis/ n, pi narcoses /-seer/ stupor or unconsciousness 
produced by narcotics or other chemicals [NL, fr Gk narkosis action of 
benumbing, fr narkoun] 

Narcotic /nah'kotik/ n a usu addictive drug, esp (a denvative oO 
morphine, that dulls the senses, induces prolonged sleep, and relieves pain 
- compare heroin [ME narkotik, fr MF narcoUque, fr narcoUque, adj, 
fr ML narcoticus, fr Gk narkdtikos, fr narkoun to benumb, fr narke 
numbness - more at snare] - narcotize /'nahka.tiez/ vb 
’narcotic adj la like, being, or yielding a narcotic b inducing mental 
lethargy, soponflc 2 of (addiction to) narcotics - narcotically adv 
nard /nahd/ n the spikenard plant [ME narde, fr MF or L, MF. fr L 
nardus, fr Gk nardos, of Sem ongin, akin to Ifeb nerd nard] 
narghile, nargileh /'nahgili/ n a water pipe (with several flexible tubes 
for drawing the smoke through water) - compare hookah [Per nargila, 
fr nargil coconut (of which the bowls were ong made)] 
naris /'nans, 'nca-/ n. pi nares /-reez/ the opening of the nose or nasal 
cavity of a vertebrate [L, akin to L nasus nose - more at nose] 

Mark /nahk/ n \ Bra police informer 2 chiefly Austr an annoying person 
or thing USE slang [prob fr Romany nak nose] 

’nark vb, Br vi to act as an informer - slang, often + on '^vt to offend, 
affront - infinl 

NarraganSe^ ' nara'gansit/ n, pi Narragansets, esp collectively Narra- 
ganaet a member, or the Algonquian language, of an American Indian 
people of Rhode Island 

narrate /na'rayt/ vt to recite the details of (a story) [L narratus, pp of 
narrare, fr L gnarus knowing, akin to L gnoscere, noscere to know - more 
at know] - narrator /na'rayta, 'narata/ n 

narration /na'raysh(a)n/ n 1 (a) narrating 2 a story, narrative - 
narrational adj 

narrative /narativ/ n I sthg (e g a story) that is narrated 2 the art or 
practice of narration - narrative adj, narratively adv 
'narrow /'naroh/ adj 1 of little width, esp in companson with height or 
length 2 limited in si/e or scope, restneted 3 inflexible, hidebound 4 only 
just sufficient or successful <a ^ escape} 5 tense 3 [ME narowe, fr 
OE nearu, akin to OHG narwa scar, snuor cord. Gk namax box] - 
narrowly adv, narrowness n 

’narrow n a narrow part or (water) passage, specif strait 1 - usu pi with 
sing meaning 

’narrow vt 1 to make narrow or narrower 2 to restnet the scope or sphere 
of -- VI to become narrow or narrower 
'narrow .boat n a canal barge with a beam of 2 Im (7ft) or less 
.narrow 'gauge /gayj/ n a railway gauge narrower than standard 
gauge 

.narrow-minded /-'miendid/ adj lacking tolerance or breadth of vision, 
bigoted - narrow-mindedly adv, narrow-mindedness n 
narthex /nahtheks/ n 1 the portico of an early church 2 a vestibule at 
the west end of a church [LGk narthex, fr Gk, giant fennel, cane, 
casket] 

narwhal also narwal /'nahwai/ n a small arctic whale, the male of which 
has a long twisted ivory tusk [Norw & Dan narhval &. Sw narval, prob 
modif of Icel nirhvalur, fr ON nahvalr, fr nar corpse ♦ hvalr whale, fl- 
its colour] 

nary /"nan, 'ncari/ adj. chiefly dial not one single [alter, oi ne'er a] 
naa-, naao- also nasi- comb form 1 nose (nasosmusitis) 2 nasal; nasal and 
<naso/a6ia7> [L nasus nose - more at nose] 

'nasal /'nayzl/ n a nasal speech sound [MF, nosepiece, fr OF, fr nes nose, 
fr L iiasus] 

’natal adj 1 of the nose 2a uttered through the nose with the mouth 
passage closed (as in English /m, n, ng/) b uttered with both the mouth 
and nose passage open (as in French en) c charactenzed by resonance 
produced through the nose - nasally adv, nasality /nay'zabti/ n 
natal, -Iza, -Ise /'nayzl, iez/ vb to speak or say in a nasal manner - 
nasalization /•ie'zay8h(a)n/ n 

natcent /'nas(a)nt, 'nay-/ adj in the process of being bom; just beginning 
to develop - fml [L nascent-, nascens, prp of nasci to be bom - more at 
nation] - nascence o, nascency n 

nattio /nastik/ adj of or being a movement of a plant part caused by the 


disproportionate growth of 1 surface [Gk nastos close-pressed, fr nassem 
to press] 

naaturtium /n3'stuhsh(3)m/ n (any of a genus of plants related to) a 
widely cultivated plant with showy spurred flowers and pungent seeds [L, 
a cress, perh fr nasus nose ^ -turtium, -turcium (fr torquere to twist); fl- 
its strong smell] 

natty /"nahsti/ adj la disgustingly filthy b repugnant, esp to smell or 
taste 2 obscene, indecent 3 mean, tawdry <^cheap and ~ furniture} 4a 
harmful, dangerous <4 accident} b disagreeable, dirty weather} 
5 giving cause for concern or anxiety <a ^ suspicion} 6 spiteful, vicious 
(trespassers who turn -- when challenged} [ME] - nastily adv, nasti- 
ness n 

natal /'naytl/ adj of, present at, or associated with (one’s) birth (a 
star} [ME, fr L natalis, fr natus, pp of nasci to be bom - more at 
nation] 

natality /na'tabti/ n the birthrate 

natation /nay'taysh(3)n/ n the action or an of swimming - fml [L 
natation-, natatio, fr nalatus, pp of natare to swim, float] 
natatorial /.nayta'tawn al/, natatory /'nayt3t(3)n/ adj (adapted to) 
swimming 

natch /nach/ adv naturally 2 - infml, usu used inteijectionally [by 
shonenmg & alter ] 

nates /"nayteez/ n pi the buttocks [L, pi of natis buttock, akin to Gk 
notos, noton back] 

Natick /'naytik/ n a dialect of Massachuset 

nation /'naysh(a)n/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a a people with a common 
ongin, tradition, and language (capable oO constituting a nation-state b 
a community of people possessing a more or less defined temtory and 
government 2 a tribe or federation of tnbes (e g of American Indians) 
[ME nacioun, fr MF nation, fr L nation-, natio birth, race, nation, fr 
natus, pp of nasci to be bom, akin to L gignere to beget - more at kin] 

- nationhood n 

'national /'nash(a)nl/ adj 1 of a nation 2 belonging to or maintained by 
the central government 3 of or being a coalition government - nationally 
adv 

’national n 1 a citizen of a specified nation 2 a competition that is 
national in scope - usu pi 

.national as'sistancan, Br, often cap NAA supplementary uenepet 

- not now used technically 

.National Cer'tificate n a Bntish technician’s qualification obtained 
at either of 2 levels by part-time study 
.national 'debt n the amount of money owed by the government of a 
country 

.National Di'ploma n an advanced British qualification, usu in a 
technical or applied subject, obtained at either of 2 levels typically by 
part-time or sandwich-course study 

.National 'Front n an extreme right-wing political party of Britain 
asserting the racial supenonty of the indigenous British population over 
immigrants (e g blacks) 

.national 'grid n, Br la countrywide network of high-voltage cables 
between major power stations enfroy 2 the system of coordinates 
used for map reference by the Ordnance Survey 
.National 'Guard n a militia force recruited by each state of the USA 
and equipped by the federal government that can be called up by 
either 

.National 'Health .Service, National Health n the British system of 
medical care, started in 1948, by which every person receives free medical 
treatment paid for by taxation 

.national in'surance n, often cap NAI a compulsory social-security 
scheme in Britain funded by contributions from employers, employees, 
and the government which insures the individual against sickness, retire- 
ment, and unemployment 

nationalism /'nash(a)nUz(3)m/ n loyalty and devotion to a nation, esp 
the exalting of one nation above all others 

'natlonaUst /-.ist/ n 1 an advocate of nationalism 2 cap a member of 
a political group advocatuig national independence or strong national 
government ~ nationalist, nationalistic /-'istik/ adj, nttionalistically 
adv 

nationality /jiash(a)n'alati/ n 1 national character 2 national status 3 
citizenship of a particular nation 4 existence as a separate nation 5a 
nation la b an ethnic group within a larger unit USE 
national ize, -isc /'nash(3)nl.iez/ vr 1 to make national 2 to invest 
control or ownership of in the national government - nationalizer n, 
nationalization /-ie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
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cowitry 

adjecitvt 

language 


country 

adjective 

lu 

Afghanistan 

Afghan 

Pashto 

afghani 

Equatorial Guinea 

Equatoriel Guinean 

Spanish 


sp: Afghanistan! 

Dan Persian 

= 100 puls 


sp- Bantu 


Albania 

Algeria 

pi- Afghans 
Albanian 

Albanian 

lek 

100 qindarka 

Ethiopia 

p/' Bantu 

Ethiopian 

Amharic 

Algerian 

Arabic 

Algerian dinar 
= 100 centimes 

Falkland Islands 

Falkland Island 

English 


Andorra 

Andorran 

Catalan 

French franc 

Spanish peseta 

Fiji 

Fijian 

English 

Angola 

Angolan 

Portugese 

kwanza 
= 100lweis 

Finland 

Finnish 
^ Finn 

French 

Finnish 

Argentina 

Argentinian 

Spanish 

peso 

= 100 centavos 

France 

French 


Australia 

Australian 

English 

Australian dollar 

Gabon 

Gabonese 

French 




= 100 cents 

The Gambia 

Gambian 

English 

Austria 

Austrian 

German 

Schilling 
= 100 Groschen 

Germany 

(East) German 

German 

Bahamas 

Bahamian 

English 

Bahamian dollar 
= 100 cents 

(Democratic 

Republic) 



Bahrain 

Bahraini 

Arabic 

Bahraini dinar 
= 1000 fils 




Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 
^ Bangladeshi 
Barbadian 

Bengali 

taka 

= 100 paise 

Germany 

(Federal Republic) 

(West) German 

German 

Barbados 

English 

Barbados dollar 
= 100 cents 

Ghana 

Ghanian 

English 


Belgium 

Belgian 

French 

Belgian franc 

Gibraltar 

Gibraltarian 

English 

Belize 


Dutch 

German 

= 100 centimes 

Greece 

Greek 

Greek 

Belizean 

English 

Belize dollar 
= 100 cents 

Greneda 

Grenadian 


English 

Benin 

(formerly Dahomey) 


French 

franc CFA 

Guatemala 

Guatemalan 

Spanish 

Bermuda 

Bermudan 

English 

Bermuda dollar 
= 100 cents 

Guinea 

Guinean 

French 

Bhutan 

Bhutani 

Ozongkha 

Indian rupee 



Bolivia 

Bolivian 

Spanish 

Bolivian peso 
-100 centavos 

Guinea Bissau 

Guinean 

Portugese 

Botswana 

Botswana 

Motswana. 

Batswana 

English 

pula 

= 100 thebe 

Guyana 

Guyanese 

English 




Haiti 

Haitian 

French 

Brazil 

p// Batswana 
Brazilian 

Portugese 

cruzeiro 
=- 100 centavos 

Honduras 

Hong Kong 

Honduran 

Spanish 


English 

Brunei 

Bruneian 

Malay 

Brunei dollar 


Buigana 

Bulganan 

Bulgarian 

100 cents 

Hungary 

Hungarian 

Hungarian 

lev 

(Magyar) 




-lOOstotmki 

Iceland 

Icelandic 

Icelandic 

Burma 

Burundi 

Burmese 

Burmese 

kyat 

= 100 pyas 

India 

Indian 

Hindi English 

Burundian 

French 

Burundi franc 



Cameroon 

Cameroonian 

French 

English 

English 

franc CFA 

Indonesia 

Indonesian 

Bahasa Indorarsian 

Cenada 

Canadian 

Canadian dollar 

Iran 

Iranian 

Farsi Persian 



French 

= 100 cents 




Cape Verde 

Cape Verdean 

Portugese 

escudo 

=100 centavos 

• Iraq 

Iraqi 

Arabic 

Cayman Islands 

Cayman Island 

English 

Cayman Island dollar 

Irish Republic 

Irish 

Irish & English 


sp. Cayman Islander 

= 100 cents 


Central African 


French 

franc CFA 

Israel 

Israeli 

Hebrew. Arabic 

Republic 


Sango 




Chad 




Italy 

Italian 

Italian 

Chadian 

French 

franc CFA 

Ivory Coast 

Ivorian 

French 

Chile 




Jamaica 

Jamaican 

English 

Chilean 

Spanish 

peso 



China 

Chinese 


= 100 centavos 

Japan 

Japanese 

Japanese 

Putonghua 

yuan 

Jordan 

Jordanian 

Arabic 



(Mandarin) 

= 10|i8O or 




Colombia 

Colombian 

Spanish 

100 fen 

Kampuchea 

Kampuchean 

Khmer 

peso 

= 100 centavos 







Comoros 

Comoranian, 

Comoro 

French 

franc CFA 




Congo 

Congolese 

French 

franc CFA 




Costa Rica 

Costa Rican 

Spanish 

colon 

= 100 cdntimos 

Kenya 

Kenyan 

English, Swahili 

Cuba 

Cuban 

Spanish 

peso 

= 100 centavos 

Kiribati 

Kiribatian 

English 

Cyprus 

Cyprian 

Turkish 

Cyprus pound 

Korea (North) 

N Korean 

Korean 


CViiriot 
gp. Cypriot 

Greek 

= 1000 mils 

S Korean 

Korean 

Korea (South) 

Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovak 

Koruna dre 



Denmark 

p- Czechoslovak 
Danish 

Danish 

= 100 haler 
krone 

l^wait 

Kuwaiti 

Arabic 


Dane 

Ojiboutian, 


= 100 ore 

Laos 

Laotian 

Lao 

Djibouti or Jibuti 

French 

Djibouti franc 





Jibutian 



Lebanon 

Lebanese 

Arabic 

Dominica 

Dominican 

English 

East Caribbean dollar 
= 100 cents 

Lesotho 

Sesotho 

Sesotho, English 

Dominican Republic Dominican 

Spanish 

peso 


sp Mosotho 




= 100 centavos 


p/' Basotho 


Ecuador 

Ecuadorian 

Spanish 

sucre 


p; Basotho 


Egypt 


s too centavos 

L'beria 

Liberian 

English 

Egyptian 

Arabic 

Egyptian pound 
» too piastres 



El Salvador 



Libya 

Libyan 

Arabic 

Salvadorean 

Spanish 

coibn 




= 100 centavos 

Liechtenstein 

Liechtenstein 

German 

sp: singte person 

pi. plural p: people 



sp: Liechtensteiner 



:3.MAP 


ekuele 


Ethiopian dollar 
= too cents 
Falkland Island 
pound » 100 pence 
Rp (dollar 
= 100 cents 
markka 
= 100penni'a 
franc 

= 100 centimes 
franc CFA 
dalasi 

= 100bututs 
Mark der Deutschen 
Demokratischen 
Republik (infml - 
Ostmark) 

- 100 Pfennig 
Deutsche Mark 
= 100 Pfennig 
cedi 

= 100pesew8 
Gibraltar pound 
= 100 pence 
drachma 
= 100lepta 
East Caribbean 
dollar=100 cents 
quetzal 

= 100 centavos 
syli 

- 100 cauris 
Escudo 

- 100 centavos 
Guyana dollar 
100 cents 
gourde 
lempira 

- 100 centavos 
Hong Kong dollar 
- 100 cents 
forint 

-100 filler 
krona 
100 eyrir 
rupee 

- 100 paise 
rupiah 

- 100 sen 
rial 

~ 100 dinars 
Iraqi dinar 
1000 fils 
Irish punt 
- 100 pence 
Israeli shekel 
100 new agora 
lira 

franc CFA 
Jamaican dollar 
- 100 cents 
yen 

Jordanian dinar 
-1000 fils 
formerly riel, but 
money officially 
abolished under Pol 
Pot Government in 
1978 Present 
situation unclear 
Kenya shilling 
= 100 cents 
Australian dollar 
-100 cents 
won 

-=100)eon 

won 

~100)eon 
Kuwaiti dinar 
= 1000 fils 
kip 

- 100 ats 
Lebanese pound 
-=- 100 piastres 
loti (p/ maloti) 

'-100 lisente 


Liberian dollar 
= 100 cents 
Libyan dinar 
= 1000 dirham 
Swiss franc 



651 


nationality 


country 

adjective 

language 

money 

Luxemburg 

Luxemburg 

French 

Luxemburg franc 

Macao 

sp Luxemberger 


= 100 centimes 

Macoan 

Portugese 

pataca 

-lOOavos 


Madagascar 

Malagasy 

French 

Malagasy franc 

Malawi 

Malawian 

English 

Malawi kwacha 



^ lOOtambala 

Malaysia 

Malaysian 

Malay 

ringgit 

(Malaysian dollar) 




-too cents 

Maldive Islands 

Maldivian 

Oivehi 

Maldive rupee 
- 100 Ians 

Mall 

Malian 

French 

Mall franc 

Malta 

Maltese 

Maltese 

Maltese pound 
- too cents or 




1000 mils 

Mauritania 

Mauritanian 

Arabic. French 

ouguiya 
-5 khoums 

Mauritius 

Mauritian 

English 

rupee 
^100 cents 

Mexico 

Mexican 

Spanish 

peso 

-100 centavos 

Monaco 

Monegasque 

French 

French franc 

Mongolia 

Mongolian 

Khalkii Mongolian 

tugrik 




“ 100 mongo 

Montserrat 

Montserratian 

English 

East Caribbean 
dollar 

Morocco 

Moroccan 

Arabic 

dirham 

^100 centimes 

Mozambique 

Mozarnbiquean 

Portugese 

metical 

- 100 centavos 

Namibia 

Namibian 

Afrikaans 

South African 



English 

rand 

Nauru 

Nauruan 

Nauruan 

Australian 



English 

dollar 

Nepal 

Nepalese 

Nepdii 

Nepalese rupee 
IQOpaise 
florin or gulden 

The Nethe' jnds 

ijii^''h 

Dutch 




- 100 cents 

The Netherlands 


Dutch 

Netherland Antilles 

Antilles 



florin 

New Zealand 

New Zealand 

English 

New Zealand dollar 
-100 cents 

Nicaragua 

Nicaraguan 

Spanish 

cordoba 
- 100 centavos 

Niger 

Nigericn 

French 

franc CFA 

Nigeria 

Nigerian 

English 

naira 

-100 kobo 

Norway 

Norwegian 

Norwegian 

krone 
-^100 ore 

Oman 

Onuini 

Arabic 

rial Omani 
- 1000 baiza 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

English 

Pakistan rupee 



Urdu 

Puri|dbi 

- 100 paisa 

Panama 

Panamanian 

Spanish 

balboa 
-100 cents 

Papua New Guinea 

Papuan 

Papuan, English 

kina 

- 100 loea 

Paraguay 

Paraguayan 

Spanish 

guarani 

- 100 (entimos 

Peru 

Peruvian 

Spanish 

sol 

- 100 centavos 

Philippines 

Philippine 

Pilipino 

Philippine pesu 


sp Filipino 

(Tagalog) 

English. Spanish 

100 centavos 

Pitcairn Islands 

Pitcairn 

English 

New Zealand dollar 

Poland 

Polish 

Polish 

zloty 

- 100 groszy 

Portugal 

Portugese 

Portugese 

escudo 




- 100 centavos 

Qatar 

□atari 

Arabic 

Qatar riyal 
-100 dirhams 

Romania 

Romanian 

Romanian 

lev 

-100 bam 

Rwanda 

Rwandan 

Kinyarwanda, 

French 

Rwanda franc 

St Helena 


English 

StHele. lound 

St Lucia 


English 

East Caribbean dollar 

St Vincent 


English 

East Caribbean dollar 

San Marino 


Italian 

Italian lira 

SSo Tom^ 

St Tomean 

Portugese 

dobra 

-100 centavos 

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabian 

Arabic 

rial 


sp Saudi or 


- 20 qursho/- 


Saudi Arabian 


100 halalas 

Senegal 

Senegalese 

French 

franc CFA 

Seychelles 

Seychellois 

English 

Seychelles rupee 
-100 cents 

Sierra Leone 

Sierra Leonean 

English 

leone 

=- 100 cents 

Singapore 

Singaporean 

Malay, English 

Singapore dollar 




100 cents 

Solomon Islands 

Solomon Island 

English 

Solomon Islands 
dollar -100 cents 

Somalia 

Somalian 

Somali, Enalish 
Italian, Arabic 

Somali shilling 
-100 cents 


country 

■djuctive 

language 

aionay 

South Africa 

South African 

Afrikaans, 

English 

rand 

^100 cents 

Spam 

Spanish 
sp Spaniard 

Spanish 

peseta 

-lOOcdntimos 

Sri Lanka 

Sinhalese 

Sinhala, 

English. Tamil 

Sn Lanka rupee 

100 cents 

Sudan 

Sudanese 

Arabic 

Sudanese pound 
^100 piastres or 
10(10 milliemes 

Suiiname 

Surinamese 

Dutch 

Surinam florin/ 

Swaziland 

Swazi 

SiSwBtl 

English 

guilder 
lilangeni (pi 
^ emalangeni) 

-100 cents 

Sweden 

Swedish 
sp Swede 

Swedish 

krona 
-100 ore 

Switzerland 

Swiss 

French 

German 

Italian 

Swiss franc 
-100 centimes 
or rappen 

Syria 

Syrian 

Arabic 

Syrian pound 
- 100 piastres 

Taiwan 

Taiwanese 

Mandarin 

New Taiwan dollar 
-100 cents 

Tanzania 

Tanzanian 

Swahili 

English 

Tanzanian shilling 
-100 cents 

Thailand 

Thai 

Thai 

baht 

-^lOOstangs 

Togo 

Togolese 

French 

franc CFA 

Tonga 

Tongan 

Tongan 

pa'anga 

lOOseniti 

Trinidad & 

Trinidadian, 

English 

T & T dollar 

Tobago 

Tobagan 

-100 cents 

Tunisia 

Tunisian 

Arabic 

Tunisian dinar 
-lOOOmillimes 

Turkey 

Turkish 
sp Turk 

Turkish 

Turkish lira 
^100 kurus 

Tuvalu 

(from Ellice Islands) 

Tuvalese 

English, French 

Tuvalu franc 
= 100 centimes 

Uganda 

Ugandan 

Swahili, English 

Uganda shilling 
^ 100 rents 

Union of Soviet 

Russian a/so 

Russian 

rouble 

Socialist Republics 
(USSR) 

Soviet 


-100 kopecks 

United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) 


Arabic 

dirham of the UAE 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

British 

English 

pound sterling 
--^100 pence 

United States 
of America (USA) 

American 

English 

dollar 

= 100 cents 

Upper Volta 

Voltaic 
sp Voltam 
Uruguayan 

French 

franc CFA 

Uruguay 

Spanish 

new peso 
-lOOcentesimos 

Vanuaat j 
(formei^ New 
Hebrides) 

Vanuaaluan 

English, French 

Vanuaatu franc 

Venezuela 

Venezuelan 

Spanish 

bolivar 

= 100c6ntimos 

Vietnam 

Vietnamese 

Vietnamese 

dong 

-lOhioo/” 

100 xu 

Western Samoa 

Samoan 

English. Samoan 

tala 

- too sene 

West Indian 
Associated States 
(Antigua & St Kitts - 


English 

East Canbbean 
dollar 

Nevis - Anouilla) 
Yemen Arab 
Republic 

Yemeni 

Arabic 

Yemeni riyel 
= 100 fils 

Peoples Democratic Arabic 

Republic of Yemen 


Southern Yemen 
dinar = 1000 fils 

Yugoslavia 

Yugoslavian 

Serbo-Croat 

dinar 

sp ■ Yugoslav 

Slovene 

Macedonian 

- 100 paras 

Zaire 

Zairean 

French 

zaire 

= 100 makuta {stng 
likuta) or 10,000 

Zambia 

Zambian 

English 

sengi 
kwacha 
= 100ngwee 

Zimbabwe 

Zimbabwean 

English 

Zimbabwe dollar 
= 100 cents 
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.national 'park n an area of special scenic, histoncal, or scientific 
importance preserved and maintained by the government 
.national 'product n the value of the goods and services produced in 
a nation during a year 

.national 'service n conscripted service in the Bntish armed forces - 
Batknial aerricenuui /-man/ n 

.national 'socialism n Nazism - national socialist adj 
nationstate /,- '- ,-/ n a sovereign state inhabited by a relatively 

homogeneous people as opposed to several nationalities 
'native /'naytiv/ adj 1 inborn, innate talents) 2 belonging to a 
particular place by birth < /o Yorkshire) 3a belonging to or being the 
place of one's birth </ny ~ language) b of or being one's first language 
or sby using his/her first language <a ^ speaker) < ^ fluency) 4 living 
(naturally), grown, or produced in a particular place, indigenous 5 found 
in nature, esp in a pure form (^mining silver) 6 chiefly Austr 
(superficially) resembling a specified Bntish plant or animal [ME natif, 
fr MF, fr L nativus, fr natus, pp of nasci to be bom - more at NArios] 

- natively adv\ nativeness n 

’native n 1 one bom or reared in a particular place <a ^ of London) 2a 
an onginal or indigenous (non-European) inhabitant b a plant, animal, 
etc indigenous to a particular locality 3 a local resident 
nativity /na'tivati/ n 1 binh, specif, cap the birth of Jesus 2 a horoscope 
[ME naUvite, fr MF nativite, fr ML nativitat-, nativitas, fr LL, birth, fr 
L /lafivus] 

natron /'nay.tron, -tran/ n hydrated sodium carbonate occumng as a 
mineral and used in ancient times in embalming [F, fr Sp natron, fr Ar 
natnin, fr Gk nitron] 

latter /'nata/ vi or n, chiefly Br (to) chatter, gossip - infml [prob 
imit] 

latterjack /natajak/ n a common brownish yellow W European toad 
With short hind legs which runs rather than hops [ongin unknown] 
latty /nati/ adj neat and tnm, spruce [perh alter, of earlier netty, fr obs 
net (neat, clean)] - nattily adv, nattiness n 

latural /'nacharal/ adj 1 based on an inherent moral sense jus- 
tice) law) 2 in accordance with or determined by nature 3 related 
by bhxxl rather than by adoption </i/s ^ parents) 4 innate, inherent <a 
^ talent for art) S of nature as an object of study 6 having a specified 
character or attribute by nature (a ^ athlete) 7 happening in accordance 
with the ordinary course of nature ideath from causes) 8 normal or 
expected (^events followed their course) 9 existing in or produced by 
nature without human intervention scenery) 10 (as lO m a state 

unenhghtened by culture or morality man) 11a having a physical or * 

real existence b of the physical as opposed to the s^ntual world 12a true 
to nature; lifelike b free from affectation or constraint c not disguised or 
altered in appearance or form 13a (containing only notes that are) neither 
sharp nor flat b having the pitch modified by the natural sign [ME. fr 
MF, fr L naturahs of nature, fr natura nature] - naturalness n 
natural n 1 one bom mentally defective 2 (a note affected by) a sign 
placed on the musical staff to nullify the effect of a preceding sharp or flat 
MUSIC 3 one having natural skills or talents <as an actor, he was 
a '^> 4 one who is likely to be particularly suitable or successful USE 
(3 A 4) infml 

natural 'gas n gas from the earth's crust, specif a combustible mixture 
of methane and other hydrocarbons used chiefly as a fuel and as raw 
material in industry fnfrgy 

natural 'history n 1 a treatise on some aspect of nature 2 the natural 
development of an organism, disease, etc over a period of time 3 the usu 
amateur study, esp in the field, of natural objects (e g plants and animals), 
often in a particular area 

naturalism /'nachara.liz(3)m/ n 1 action or thought based on natural 
desires and instincts 2 a theory discounting supernatural explanations of 
the ongin and meaning of the universe 3 realism in art or literature, esp 
when emphasuing scientific observation of life without idealization of the 
ugly - sataralift adj, naturalistic /'-listik/ adj, naturalistically adv 
naturalist /'nacharajist/ n 1 a follower or advocate of naturalism 2 a 
student of natural history 

natural'iza, -iae /'nachara.liez/ vt la to introduce into common use or 
into the vernacular b to cause (e g a plant) to become established as if 
native 2 to make natural 3 to admit to citizenship to become 
naturalized - naturalization /-lie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
.natural '(ogarithm n a logarithm with e as base 
'naturally /-li/ adv 1 by nature timid) 2 as might be expected <~. 

we shall be then) 3 in a natural manner 
.natural 'number n the number 1 or any number (e g 3, 12, 432) 
obtained by repeatedly adding 1 to the number 1 


.natural re'sources n pi industnal materials and capacities (e g mineral 
deposits and waterpower) supplied by nature 

.natural 'science n any of the sciences (e g physics or biology) that deal 
with objectively measurable phenomena - natural scientist n 
.natural se'lection n a natural process that tends to result in the 
survival of organisms best adapted to their environment and the elimina- 
tion of (mutant) organisms carrying undesirable traits 
.natural the'ology n deism 

nature /'naycha/ n la the inherent character or constitution of a person 
or thing b disposition, temperament 2a a creative and controlling force 
in the universe b the inner forces in an individual 3 a kind, class 
(documents of a confidential ^>4 the physical constitution of an 
organism 5 the external world in its entirety 6 (a way of life resembling) 
mankind’s onginal or natural condition 7 natural scenery [ME, fr MF, 
fr L natura, fr natus, pp of nasci to be born - more at naiion] 
'nature re, serve n an area of great botanical or zoological interest 
protected from exploitation by human beings 
'nature .trail n a walk (e g in a nature reserve) planned to indicate points 
of interest to the observer of nature 
naturism /’naych3.riz(3)m/ n nudism - naturist adj or n 
naturopathy /.naycha'ropathi/ n treatment of disease emphasizing 
stimulation of the natural healing pr(x:esses, including the use ol herbal 
medicines [nature 4 -o- 4 -pathy] - naturopathic /.naychara'pathik, 
na.tyooara-/ adj 

naught /nawt/ n 1 nothing 2 nolght 2 [ME, fr OE nawiht, fr na no 
4 wiht creature, thing - more at no] 
naughty /'nawti/ adj 1 badly behaved, wicked (you ^ boy') 2 slightly 
improper - cuph or humor [naught t -y. ong senses, inferior, bad] - 
naughtily adv, naughtiness n 

nauplius /nawpli ds/ n. pi nauplii /'nawpli.ie/ a crustacean larva in the 
first stage after leaving the egg [NL, fr L, a shellfish, fr Gk nauplios] 
nausea /'nawzi-d/ n 1 a feeling of discomfort in the stomach accom- 
panied by a distaste for fcKxl and an urge to vomit 2 extreme disgust [L, 
seasickness, nausea, fr Gk nautia, nausia, fr nautes sailor] - nauseant n 
or adj 

nauseata /'nuwzi,ayt/ vh to (cause to) become affected with nausea or 
disgust - nauseatingly adv 

nauseous /nawzi-as/ adj causing or afl'ected with nausea or disgust - 
nauseously adv, nauseousness n 

nautch /nawch/ n an entertainment in India pierformed by professional 
dancing gu-ls [Hindi nac, fr Skt nrtya, fr nrtyati he dances] 
nautical /’nawtikl/ adj of or associated with seamen, navigation, or ships 
SHIP [L nauticuy fr Gk nautikos, fr nautes sailor, fr naus ship - more 
at 'nave] - nautically adv 

.nautical 'mile n any of vanous units of distance used for sea and air 
navigation based on the length of a minute of arc of a great circle of the 
earth eg a a Bntish unit equal to bOHOft (about J^853 18m) b an 
international unit equal to 1852m (about 6076 I7ft) - ^ unii 
nautilus /"nawtibs/ n, pi nautiluses, nautili /-.lie/ 1 any of a genus of 
molluscs related to the octopuses and squids that live in the Pacific and 
Indian oceans and have a spiral shell 2 paper nautuus [NL. genus 
name, fr L, paper nautilus, fr Gk nautilus, lit., sailor, fr naus ship] 
Navaho, Navajo /'navshoh/ n, pi Navahos, Navajos, esp collectively 
Navaho, Navajo a member of an American Indian people of N New 
Mexico and Anzona, also their language [Sp (Apache de) Navajo, lit., 
Apache of Navajo, fr Navajo, a pueblo] 
navaid /'navayd/ n a usu electronic device or system that assists a 
navigator [navigation aid] 

naval /'nayvl/ adj 1 of a navy 2 consisting of or involving warships [L 
navalis, fr navis ship] 

naval architect n sby who designs ships 

'nave /nayv/ n the hub of a wheel [ME, fr OE nafu\ akin to OE nafela 
navel] 

’nave n the main body of a church lyin^to the west of the chancel, esp 
the long central space flanked by aisles church [ML navis, fr L, 
ship, akin to OE nowend sailor, Gk naus sbip. Skt nan] 
navel /'nayvl/ n 1 a depression in the middle of the abdomen marking 
the poiat of former attachment of the umbilical cord 2 the central point 
[ME, fr OE nafela-, akin to OHG nabah navel, L umbilicus, Gk 
omphalcs] 

'navel .orange n a seedless orange with a pit at the top enclosing a small 
secondary fpuit 

navicular /na'vikyoob/ n or adj (a bone, esp in the ankle) shaped like 
a boat [L navicula boat, dim. of navis] 

navigable /*navigabl/ adj 1 suitable for ships to pass through or along 
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2 capable of being steered - navigableness n, navigably adv, navigability 
Aga'bibti/ n 

navigate /'navigayt/ vi 1 to travel by water 2 to steer a course through 
a medium 3 to perform the activities (eg taking sightings and making 
calculations) involved in navigation vt la to sail over, on, or through 
b to make one’s way over or through 2a to steer or manage (a boat) in 
sailing b to operate or direct the course of (e g an aircraft) [L navigatus. 
pp of navigare, fr navis ship ^ -igare (fr agere to drive) - more at aolniJ 
- navigator n 

navigation /,navi'gaysh(3)n/ n 1 navigating 2 the science of determin- 
ing position, course, and distance travelled dunng a journey and hence 
advising on the best course to be steered or taken 3 ship traffic or 
commerce - navigational adj, navigationally adv 
navvy /'navi/ n, Br an unskilled labourer [by shortening & alter fr 
navigator (construction worker on canals, railways, roads)] 
navy /"nayvi/ n 1 a nation’s ships of war and support vessels together 
with the organization needed for maintenance ^ T rank 2 sing or pi 
in constr the personnel manning a navy 3 navy blue (ME navte, fr MF, 
fr L navigia ships, fr navigare] 

.navy 'blue adj or n deep dark blue 
'navy .yard n, NAm a naval dockyard 

nawab /na'wawb, -'wahb/ n nabob 1 <r/ie Nawab of Pataudi) [Hindi 
A Urdu nawwab] 

'nay /nay/ adv 1 not merely this but also <s/ie was happy, ecstatic) 
2 N Eng or archaic no (ME, no, fr ON nei, fr ne not f ei ever - more 
at 'ayl] 

’nay n 1 denial, refusal 2 a vote or voter against 
Nazarene /.naza'reen/ n a native or inhabitant of Nazareth [ME 
Nazaren, fr LL Nazarenus, fr Gk Nazarenos, fr Nazareth, town in 
Palest utc] 

nazi /'nahtsi/ n, often cap a member of the German fascist party 
controlling Germany from 1933 to 1945 [G, by shortening & alter fr 
nationalsoziaJist, fr national t soziahsl socialist] - nazi adj, nazify /-.fie/ 
vt, nazification /-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

Nazism /'naht,siz(a)m/, Naziism /'nahtsi, iz(9)ni/ n the totalitanan and 
racialist doctnnes of the fascist National Socialist German Wo' kcrs’ party 
in the 3rd German Reich [Nazi + -ism] 

NCO n noncommissioned oeficfr 

-nd suffix ( - adj"), chieHy Br ~ used after the figure 2 to indicate the 
ordinal number second <2nd> < 72nd> 

ne-, neo- comb form la new, recent (Neocene) b new, subsequent, or 
revived period or form of (Neoplatonism)> (^neo-Classicism) c in a new. 
subsequent, or revived form or manner (Neolithic) (neo-Georgian} 2 
New World (Neotropicaf) [Gk, fr neos new - more at Ntvv] 
Neanderthal /nee'anda.tahl, -th(3)l/ adj being, relating to, or like 
Neanderthal man - Neanderthal n 

Neanderthal man n a Middle Palaeolithic man known from skeletal 
remains in Europe. N Afnca, and W Asia [Neanderthal, valley in western 
Germany where the remains were first discovered] - Neanderthaloid 
/-thaloyd/ adj or n 

neap /neep/ adj or n (of or being) a neap tide [adj ME neep, fr OE nep 
being at the stage of neap tide, n fr adj] 

Neapolitan /.nee a'politn/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Naples [L 
neapolitanus of Naples, fr Gk neapolites citizen of Naples, fr Neapohs 
Naples, city in Italy] 

neap tide n a tide of minimum height occurnng at the Ist and the 3rd 
quarters of the moon 

'near /nia/ adv 1 in or into a near position or manner (came - to tears} 
2 closely approximating; nearly <a near-perfect performance} (isn’t any- 
where ~ clever enough} [ME ner, partly fr ner nearer, OE near, 
compar of neah nigh, partly fr ON naer nearer, compar of na- nigh - more 
at nigh] - near on ci.osi: on 

’near prep near to (went too ^ the edge} (call me ^er the time} 
’near adj 1 intimately connected or associated (he and / are — relations} 
2a not far distant in time, space, or degree (in the future} b close, 
narrow (a - miss} (a ^ resemblance} 3a being the closer of 2 (the 
side} b being the left-hand one of a pair (the - wheel of a cart} - 
nearness n 

*near vb to approach 

.near'by /-"bie/ adv or adj close at hand (live ^ > <a ^ cafe) 
Nearctic /m'ahktik/ adj of or being the biogeographic subregion that 
includes Greenland and arctic and temperate N America 
.near 'gala n moderate gale 

nearly /'niali/ adv 1 in a close manner or relationship ('^ related} 2 
almost but not quite (very identical} a year later} 


.near'aide /-'sied/ n, Br the left-hand side (e g of a vehicle or road) (hit 
a car parked on his '-'} - nearside /’-,-/ adj 

.near'sighted /-'sietid/ adj able to see near things more clearly than 
distant ones; myopic - nearsightedly adv, nearsightedness n 
'neat /neet/ n. pi neat, neats archaic the common domestic ox or cow 
[ME neet, fr OE neat, akin to OHG noz head of cattle, OE neotan to make 
use of] 

’neat adj la without addition or dilution gin} b free from irregulanty, 
smooth 2 elegantly simple 3a precise, well-defined (a ^ solution to the 
problem} b skilful, adroit 4 (habitually) tidy and orderly (a room) (a 
^ little man} 5 chiefly NAm fine, excellent - infml [MF net, fr L nitidus 
bnght, neat, fr nitere to shine; akin to OPer naiba- beautiful] - neatly adv, 
neatness n 

’neat adv without addition or dilution; straight (drinks his whisky - ) 
neaten /'neetn/ vt to make neater 
neath /neeth/ prep beneath - poetic 

neat' e-foOt oil n a pale yellow oil made esp from the bones of cattle and 
used chiefly as a leather dressing 

neb /neb/ n, chiefly dial 1 a nose, snout 2 a small usu pointed end, a tip 
[ME, fr OE; akin to ON ne/beak] 

nebula /'nebyoob/ n, pi nebulas, nebulae /-li/ 1 a cloudy patch on the 
cornea 2a any of many immense bodies of highly rarefied gas or dust in 
interstellar space b a galaxy [NL, fr L. mist, cloud, akin to OHG ncbul 
fog. Gk nephele, nephos cloud] - nebular adj 

nebulosity /.nebyoo'losati/ n 1 being nebulous 2 nebulous matter, also 
nebula 2 

nebulous /'nebyoobs/ adj 1 indistinct, vague 2 of or resembling a 
nebula, nebular [L nebulosus misty, fr nebula] - nebulously adv, nebu- 
lousness n 

necessarily /'ncsos(3)rali. .nesa'serali/ adv as a necessary consequence, 
inevitably 

'necessary /'nesas(a)n, 'nes9,sen/ n an indispensable item, an essen- 
tial 

’necessary la ineviuble, inescapable b(l) logically unavoidable (a 
conclusion} (2) that cannot be denied without contradiction of some 
other statement c determined by a previous state of affairs d acting under 
compulsion, not free (a - agent} 2 essential, indispensable [ME necess- 
ane, fr L necessanus, fr necesse necessary, fr ne- not ^ cedere to withdraw 
- more at no, cede] 

necessitate /na'sesitayt/ vt to make necessary or unavoidable - 
necessitstion /-'taysh(a)n/ n 

necessitous /na'sesitas/ac^ needy, impoverished - fml - neceasitoualy 
aav, necessitousness n 

necessity /na'sesati/ n 1 the quality of being necessary, indispensable, 
or unavoidable 2 impossibility of a contrary order or condition (physical 
^} 3 poverty, want 4a sthg necessary or indispensable (the bare 
necessities of life} b a pressing need or desire [ME necessite, fr MF 
necessite, fr L necessitat-, necessitas, fr necesse] - of necessity necess- 
anly 

'neck /nek/ n la the part of an animal that connects the h^d with the 
body, also a cut of beef, mutton, etc taken from this pan meat b 
the pan of a garment that covers the neck, also the neckline 2a a narrow 
part, esp shaped like a neck (^ of a bottle} b the part of a stnnged 
musical instrument extending from the body and supporting the finger- 
board and strings c a narrow stretch of land d strait I e a column of 
solidified magma of a volcanic pipe or laccolith 3 a narrow margin (won 
by a '-} [ME nekke, fr OE hnecca-, akin to OHG hnac nape, OE hnutu 
nut - more at nut] - neck of the woods area or district in which one lives, 
locality 

’neck vt to reduce the diameter of vi 1 to become constricted 2 to kiss 
and caress in sexual play - infml 
.neck and 'neck adv evenly matched; running level 
necked /nekt/ adj having a (specified kind oO neck - often in combina- 
tion </o/ig-ncckcd> 

neckerchief /'neka.cheef. -.chif/ n, pi neckerchiefs also neckerchieves 
/•cheevz/ a square of fahne folded and worn round the neck [ME 
nekkerchef, fr nekke + kernhe/' kerchicfl 

necklace /'neklis/ n a string of jewels, beads, etc worn round the neck 
as an ornament 

'neck, line A, lien/ n the upper edge of a garment that forms the opening 
for the neck and head 
'neck, tie /-.tie/ n, chiefly NAm tie 5 

necr-, necro- comb form 1 corpse, corpses (necropsy} (necrophUia} 2 
conversion to dead tissue (necrosis) [LL, fr Gk nekr-, nekro-, fir nekros 
dead body - more at noxious] 
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necrology /ne'krolaji/ n 1 a list of the recently dead 2 an obituary [NL 
nccrohgium, fr necr- 4 -logium (as in ML eulogium eulogy)] - necrol- 
ogiat n, necrological /.nelcrs'lojikl/ adj 

necromancy /'nekr3.mansi/ n 1 the conjuring up of the spints of the 
dead in order to predict or influence the future 2 magic, sorcery [alter, 
of ME mgromancte, fr MF, fr ML nigromantia, by folk etymology (infl 
by L mgr-, niger black) fr LL necromantta, fr LGk nckromantcia, fr Gk 
nekr- 4 -manteia -mancy] - necromancer n. necromantic /-'mantik/ adj, 
necromantically adv 

necrophagous /ne'krofagas, mV adj feeding on corpses or carnon 
insectsy 

necrophilia /.nekr^Tili-a/ n obsession with and usu erotic interest in 
corpses [NL] > necrophile /-.flcl/ n, necrophiliac ATihak/ adj or n, 
necrophilic /-Tilik/ adj, necrophilism /ne'krori,liz(3)m. ni-/ n 
necropolis /ne'kropolis, niV n. pi necropolises, necropoles /-paleez/, 
necropoleis /-lays/, necropoli /-he, -li/ a cemetery, esp a large elaborate 
cemetery of an ancient city [LL. city of the dead, fr Gk nckropolis, fr 
nekr- 4 -polls] 

necropsy /nekropsi/ n postmoktem 1 > necropsy vt 
necrosis /ne'krohsis. m-/ n, pi necroses /-seez/ (localized) death of 
living tissue [LL. fr Gk nekrosis, fr nekroun to make dead, fr nekros - 
more at noxious] - necrotic /ne'krotik, ni-/ adj, necrotize 
/•nekrOitiez/ vb 

nectar /"nekta/ n 1 the dnnk of the gods in classical mythology, broadly 
a delicious dnnk 2 a sweet liquid secreted by the flowers of many plants 
that is the chief raw matenal of honey [L. fr Gk nektar] ~ nectarous 
*dj 

nectarine /'nektonn, -reen/ n (a tree that bears) a smooth-skinned peach 
[obs nectanne, adj (like nectar)] 

nectary /nekton/ n a plant gland that secretes nectar [NL nectanum. 
irreg fr L nectar + -anum -ary] 

n4e, nec /nay/ adj - used to identify a woman by her maiden name iMrs 
Thomson. Wilkinson) [F nee, fern of ne, lit . bom. pp of naitre to be 
bom, fr L nasci - more at nation] 

'need /need/ n la a necessary duty; an obligation b reason or grounds 
for an a. tion or condition 2a a lack of sthg necessary, desirable, or useful 
(socks in ^ of mending) b a physiological or psychological requirement 
for the well-being of an organism 3 a condition requinng supply or relief 
(help in time of ~ > 4 poverty, want [ME ned, fr OE nied, ned\ akin to 
OHG not distress, need] - needful adj, needfiilneu n 
*need vf 1 to be in need of, require (the soup s salt) (my socks — 
mending) 2 to be constrained (Til to work hard) ^ va be under 
necessity or obligation to <-«- / go?) (he not answer) 

'needful /-fla)!/ adj necessary, requisite (do whatever is --') 

'needle /needl/ /i la a small slender usu steel instrument with an eye for 
thread at one end and a sharp point at the other, used for sewing b any 
of vanous similar larger instruments without an eye, used for carrying 
thread and roakmg stitches (e g in crocheting or knitting) c the slender 
hollow pointed end of a hypodermic synnge for injecting or removing 
matenal 2 a slender, usu sharp-pointed, indicator on a dial, esp a 
magnetic needle 3a a slender pointed object resembling a needle e g (1) 
a pomted crystal (2) a shaip pinnacle of rock (3) an obelisk b a 
ne^e-shaped leaf, esp of a conifer c stylus b d a slender pointed rod 
controlling a fine inlet or outlet (e g in a valve) 4 a beam used to take the 
load of a wall while supported at each end by shores 5 Br a feeling of 
enmity or ill will - infml (a ^ match) [ME nedle, fr OE nxdl, akin to 
OHG muiaJa needle, najan to sew, L nere to spin, Gk nen] - needlelike 
tdj 

'nMdIe w 1 to sew or pierce (as lO with a needle 2 to pravok*i4)y 
persistent teasing or gibes - needier /needb/ n, needling /need- 
ling/ n 

'nMdle,cord /-.kawd/ n a fine corduroy with close nbs and a flattish 
pile 

'needle, point /-.poynt/ n l lace worked over a paper or parchment 
pattern - compare poihrr 8, pillow lace 2 embroidery worked on 
canvas usu in a simple even stitch (e g cross- or tent stitch) - compare 
OROS POINT, PETIT POINT - needlepoint adj 

needleee /needhs/ adj not needed; unnecessary ('^ to say) - needlessly 
adv, ncedlessness n 

'needle.woman /-.wooman/ n a woman who does needlework 
'naadle,work /-.wuhk/ n sewing; esp fancy work (e g embroidery) 
naadn't /neednt/ need not - needn't have was under no necessity to but 
did (I needn’t have worn this sweater) 

naada /needi/ adv necessarily (must ^ be recognized) [ME nedes, fr 
OE nodes, fr gen of ned need] 


naady /needi/ adj in want, impoverished - neediness n 

neap /neep/ /i, dial Scot a turnip [ME nejx, fr OE mep. fr L napus] 

na'ar /nea/ adv never - poetic 

'na'er-do-,wall n an idle worthless person - ne’er-do-well adj 
nafarious /ni'fean as/ adj iniquitous, evil [L nefanus, fr nefas crime, fr 
ne- not 4 fas nght, divine law, akin to L fan to speak] - nefariously adv, 
nefariousness n 

nagata /ni'gayt/ vt 1 to deny the existence or truth of 2 to make 
ineffective or invalid [L negatus, pp of negare to say no, deny, fr neg- no, 
not (akin to ne- not) - more at no] - negate n, negator, negater n 
nagation /ni'gaysh(3)n/ n la a denial or refusal b a negative statement, 
esp an assertion of the falsity of a given proposition 2a sthg that is merely 
the absence of sthg actual or positive (anarchy is the ~ of government) 
b sthg opposite to sthg regarded as positive [nloate + -ion] - negational 
adj 

'nagativa /negativ/ adj la marked by denial, prohibition, or refusal b 
expressing negation 2 lacking positive or agreeable features (a outlook 
on life) 3a less than zero and opposite in sign to a positive number that 
when added to the given number yields zero < ~2 is a - number) b in 
a direction opposite to an arbitranly chosen regular direction angle) 
4a being, relating to, or charged with electricity as a result of an excess 
of electrons b having lower electnc potential and constituting the part 
towards which the current flows from the external circuit 5a not showing 
the presence or existence of the organism, condition, etc in question b 
directed or moving away from a source of stimulation tropism) 6 
having the light and dark parts in approximately inverse order to those 
of the onginal photographic subject » negatively adv, negativeness n, 
negativity /-‘livati/ n 

’negative n la a proposition by which sthg is denied or contradicted b 
a negative reply 2 sthg that is the negation or opposite of sthg else 3 an 
expression (e g the word no) of negation or denial 4 the side that upholds 
the contradictory proposition in a debate 5 the plate of a voltaic or 
electrolytic cell that is at the lower potential 6 a negative photographic 
image on transparent material used for printing positive pictures 
’negative vf la to refuse to accept or approve b to reject, veto 2 to 
demonstrate the falsity of, disprove 

negative income tax n a system of subsidy payments to families with 
incomes below a stipulated level, proposed as a substitute for or sup- 
plement to social-secunty payments 

'neglect /m'glekt/ vf 1 to pay insufflcient attention to, disregard 2 to 
leave undone or unattended to [L neglectus, pp of neglegerc, ncclegere, 
• fr nec- not (akin to ne- not) 4 legere to gather - more at no, lfoend] 

- neglecter n 

’neglect n neglecting or being neglected 

ne'glectf ul /-f(a)l/ adj careless, forgetful - neglectfully adv, neglectful- 
ness n 

negligee, neglige /neglizhay/ n a woman's light decorative housecoat, 
oflen designed to be worn with a matching nightdress [F neglige, fr pp 
of neghger to neglect, fr L neglegere] 

negligence /neglij(9)ns/ n 1 forgetfulness, carelessness 2 failure to 
exercise the proper care expected of a prudent person 
negligent /neglij(3)nt/ adj 1 (habitually or culpably) neglectful 2 
pleasantly casual in manner [ME, fr MF & L; MF, fr L neglegent-, 
neglegens, prp of neglegere] ~ negligently adv 

negligible /neghjabl/ adj tnfling, insignificant [L neglegere, neghgere] 

- negligibly adv, negligibility /-ja'bibti/ n 

negotiable /m'gohshyabl/ adj 1 transferable to another <-' secunaes) 
2 capable of being passed along or through (a difficult but ^ road) 3 
capable of being dealt with or settled through discussion [negotiate -» 
-able] - negotinbility /-a'bibti/ n 

negotiate /ni'gohshiayt/ vi to confer with another in order to reach an 
agreement or settlement '-vf 1 to arrange or bring about through 
discussion 2a to transfer (e g a bill of exchange) to another by delivery 
or endorsement b to convert into cash or tbe equivalent value <>- a 
cheque) 3a to travel successfully along or over b to complete or deal with 
successfully [L negotiatus, pp of negotiari to carry on business, fr 
negotium business, fr neg- not 4 otium leisiire - more at negate] - 
negotiant /-ant/ n, negotiator /-.ayta/ n, negoCiatory /-atri/ adj 
negotiation /ni,gohshi'aysh(a)n/ n negotiating or being negotiated; cap 
discussion of a disputed issue - often pi with sing, meaning 
Nagreas /neegns/ n a female Negro - chiefly derog and technical 
Negrillo /ni'gnloh/ n, pi Negrillos, NegriUoet a member of any of a 
group of small Negroid peoples (e g Pygmies) that inhabit Africa [Sp, 
dim. of negro] 

Negrito /ni'greetoh/ n, pi Negritos, Negritoes a member of any of a 
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group of small Negroid peoples that inhabit Oceania and S£ Asia [Sp. 
dim of negro] 

negritude /'negn.tyoohd, 'nee-/ n conscious pride in the Afncan heri- 
tage [F negntude, fr ndgre Negro + + -tude] 

Negro /'neegroh/ n, pi Negroes 1 a member of the esp Afncan branch 
of the black race of mankind 2 a person of Negro descent [Sp or Pg.fr 
negro black, fr L mgr-, niger] - Negro adj, often not cap, Negroid n or 
adj, often not cap 

negus /*neegds/ n a dnnk of wine, hot water, sugar, lemon juice, and 
nutmeg [Francis Negus tn32 E colonel] 

Nehemiah /.nee I'mie-a/ n (a book of the Old Testament concerning) a 
Jewish leader of the Sth c bc who supervised the rebuilding of the city 
walls of Jerusalem [Heb Nehemyah] 

neigh /nay/ vi to make the loud prolonged cry charactenstic of a horse 
[ME neyen, fr OE hnagan\ akin to MHG negen to neigh] - neigh n 
'neighbour, NAm chiefly neighbor /'nayba/ n 1 one living or situated 
near another 2 a fellow human being (^love thy [ME neighbor, 
neighehor, fr OE neahgebur, akin to OHG nahgibur neighbour, both fr 
a prehistoric WGmc compound represented by OE neah near & OE gebur 
dweller - more at nigh] 

’neighbour, NAm chiefly neighbor vt to adjoin or lie near to 
'neighbourhood /-.hood/ n 1 an adjacent or surrounding region 2 an 
approximate amount, extent, or degree (cost in the ^ of £30(T) 3a sing 
or pi in constr the neighbours b a distnct lived in by neighbours c (the 
inhabitants oO a district of a town, city etc. forming a distinct community 
4 the set of all points whose distances from a given point are not greater 
than a given positive number ['neighbour ^ -hood] 
neighbouring /'nayb(3)nng/ adj nearby, adjacent 
'neighbourly -* \\/ adj charactenstic of congenial neighbours, esp 
fnendly 

'neither /'nicdha, or 'needha/ pron not the one or the other of us; 
[ME, alter of nauther, nother, fr OE nahwxther, nother, fr na, no not 
+ hwxther which of two, whether] 

’neither conj 1 not either here nor there) ate, drank, nor 
smoked) 2 also not, nor (he didn’t go and did D 
’neither adj not either hand) 

^neither adv 1 similarly not, also not <7 can’t swim ’ 'Neither can I *> 
2 chiefly dial either 

nekton /nekton/ n aquatic animals (c g whales or squid) free-swimming 
near the surface of the water [G, fr Gk nekton, neut of nektos swimming, 
fr nechein to swim, akin to L nare to swim - more at nourish] - nektonic 
/-'tonik/ adj 

nelly /ncli/ n [Nelly (Duff), rhyming slang for puff (breath, life)] - not 
on your nelly Br certainly not - slang 

nelson /nels(a)n/ n i ull nelson, also half nelson [prob fr the name 
Nelson] 

nemet-, nemato- comb form 1 thread <nematoc>'sO 2 nematode 
<nemato/ogy> [NL, fr Gk nemat-, fr nemat-, nema, fr nen to spin -- more 
at needle] 

nemetocyst /'nemata,sist/ n any of the minute stinging organs of 
jellyfish or other coclenterates [ISV] 

nemetode /'nema.tohd/ n any of a phylum of elongated cylindncal 
worms parasitic in animals or plants or free-living in soil or water [deriv 
of Gk nemat-, nema] 

Nembutal /nembyoo,toi. -tal/ trademark ~ used for pentobarbitone 
nemertean /m'muhti an/ n any of a phylum of often vividly coloured 
marine worms [denv of Gk N^ertes Nemertes, one of the Nereids (sea 
nymphs)] - nemertean adj, nemertlne /-,ticn/,nemertlnean /.nema- 
'tinyan/ adj or n 

nemeeia /m'meezh(y)9/ n any of vanous S Afncan plants of tnc figwort 
family cultivated for their coloured flowers [NL. genus name, fr Gk. pi 
of nemesion catchfly] 

nemeeia /nemasis/ n, pi nemeses /-seez/ la (an agent oQ retnbution 
or vengeance b a formidable enemy or opponent 2 downfall, undoing [L 
Nemesis, goddess of divine retnbution, fr Gk, fr nemesis retnbution, 
righteous anger, fr nemein to distnbute - more at nimble] 
nene /nay, nay/ n a Hawaiian goose [Hawaiian nene] 
neo- - sec ne- 

neoclaeeic /.neeoh'klasik/, neoclassical /-kl/ adj of or constituting a 
revival or adaptation of the classical, esp in literature, music, art, or 
architecture - nsoclassidsm /-'klasi,siz(d)m/ n, neoclassicist n or adj 
.neoco'lonlalitm /-k3'lohnydliz(d)m. -ni al-/ n the economic and politi- 
cal policies by which a great power indirectly extends its influence over 
other areas - neocolonial adj, neocolonialist n or adj 


.neo'dymium A'dimi-am/ n a yellow metallic element of the rare-earth 
group -3“ PERIODIC table [NL, fr ne- -dymium (fr didymium)] 
Neolithic /.nee-a'lithik/ adj of the last penod of the Stone Age character- 
ized by polished stone implements 

neologism /nrol3jiz(3)m/ n (the use oO a new word, usage, or 
expression [F neologisme, fr ne- ne- • log- + -isme -ism] - neology /-ji/ 
n, neologicai /.nee-a'lojikl/ adj, neologlstic /,nee*ab'jistik/ adj 
n^n /neeon/ n 1 a noble gaseous element used esp in electric lamps 

— ^ PERIODIC 1 ABLE 2 a discharge lamp in which the gas contains a large 
proponion of neon [Gk, neut of neos new - more at new] - neon adj, 
neoned adj 

neonate /nce-a.nayi/ n a newborn child (less than a month old) [NL 
neonatus, fr ne- 4 natus, pp of nasci to be bom - more at nation] - 
neonatal /-'naytl/ adj 

neophyte /nee a.fiet/ n 1 a new convert 2 a beginner [LL neophytus, 
fr Gk neophytos, fr neophytos newly planted, newly converted, fr ne- + 
phyein to bnng forth - more at be] 

neoplasm /nee 3,plaz(3)m/ n an abnormal growth of tissue, a tumour 
[ISV] - neoplastic /-'plastik/ adj 

neoprene /nec 3,precn/ n a synthetic rubber resistant to oils [ne- + 
chloroprene] 

neoteny /nee'ot(a)ni/ n 1 attainment of sexual matunty dunng the 
larval stage (e g in the axolotl) 2 retention of some larval or immature 
characters in adulthood [NL neotema, fr ne- Gk teinein to stretch - 
more at thin] - neotenic /.nce a'tcmk/ adj 

neoteric /.nee-a'tenk/ adj of recent ongin, modem [LL neotencus, fr 
LGk neotenkos, fr Gk. youthful, fr neoteros, compar of neos new, young 

- more at new] 

Neotropical /.neeoh'tropikl/ also Neotroplc /-'tropik/ adj of or con- 
stituting the region comprising tropical America and the W Indies 
[ISV] 

Neozoic /.nee-a'zoh’ik/ adj or n Cainozoic 
Nepalese /,nep(d)reez/ n or adj, pi Nepalese (a) Nepali 
Nepali /ni'pawli/ n, pi Nepalis, esp collectively Nepali 1 the language of 
Nepal -Jf LANGDAGF 2 a native or inhabitant of Nepal [Hindi naipali 
of Nepal, fr Skt naipaliya, fr Nepala Nepal, country in Asia] - Nepali 
adj 

nephana lysis /.nefa'nabsis/ n the analysis of the clouds and related 
phenomena over a large area of the earth [NL, fr Gk nephos cloud -f 
analysis ~ more at nebula] 

nephew /nefyooh/ n a son of one’s brother or sister or of one’s 
brothcr-in-law or sister-in-law [ME nevew, fr OF neveu, fr L nepot-, 
nepos grandson, nephew, akin to OE nefa grandson, nephew, Skt napat 
grand SI 'n] 

nephr-, nepbro- comb form kidney, kidneys <neph - 
rectomjy <nephro%y> [NL, fr Gk, fr nephros] 
nephrite /nefnet/ n the less valuable white to dark green or black jade 
th. t is a silicate of calcium and magnesium [G nephnt, fr Gk nephros; 
fr Its formerly being worn as a remedy for kidney diseases] 
nephritic /ni'fntilu^ adj 1 renal 2 of or aflected with nephntis 
nephritis /ni'fnet^s/ n. pi nephritides /ni'fntadcez/ inflammation of the 
kidneys [LL, fr Gk, fr nephros kidney, akin to ME nere kidney] 
nephron /nefron/ n a single excretory unit, esp of the kidneys of 
vertebrate animals [G, fr Gk nephros] 

ne plus ultra /.nay ploos 'ooltra/ n 1 the highest point or stage 2 the 
greatest degree of a quality or state [NL, (go) no more beyond] 
nepotism /nep3,tiz(3)m/ n favouritism shown to a relative (eg by 
appointment to office) [F nepotisme, fr It nepotismo, fr nepote nephew, 
fr L nepot-, nepos grandson, nephew - more at nephew] - nepotist n 
Neptune /'neptyoohn^ n 1 the ocean personified 2 the planet Sth in 
order from the sun astronomy, symboi. [L Neptunus, Roman 
god of the sea] - Neptunian /nep'tyoohnyan, -ni an/ adj 
neptunium /nep'tyoohm am/ n a radioactive metalhc element chemi- 
cally similar to uranium from which it is formed in nuclear reactors 
PERIODIC TABLE [NL, ft ISV Neptune] 

nereis /niari-is/ n, pi nereides /ni'ree-a.deez/ any of a genus of (large) 
manne annelid worms [NL Nereid-, Nerds, genus name, fr L, Nereid 
(sea nymph), fr Gk Ndeid-, Nerds, fr Nereus Nereus, god of the sea] 
neritic /ne'ntik/ adj of or being the region of shallow water adjoining the 
seacoast [perh fr NL Nenta, genus of manne snails] 
nerv-, nenri-, nervo- comb form neur- (nervine) [ME nerv-, fr L, fr 
nervus] 

'nerve /nuhv/ n 1 smew, tendon (strain every ^ > 2 any of the filaments 
of nervous tissue that conduct nervous impulses to and from the nervous 
system and are made up of axons and dendrites 3t fortitude. 
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The nervous system 


Correlation areas of the brain 




The nervous system is divided into two parts central, 
comprising the brain and spinal cord, and peripheral, 
comprising cranial, spinal, and autonomic nerves 
The brain is the centre of coordinatiorr^nd thought and is 
responsible for interpreting and correlating stimuli Certain 
areas govern specific functions as shown in the diagram 
above The 1 2 pairs of cranial nerves supply the muscles of 
the face and eyeballs, and provide pathways for sensations 
of hearing, smell, taste, and vision The autonomic nervous 
system regulates 'automatic' activities such as breathing, 
heart action, and digestion The 31 pairs of spinal nerves 
emerge along the length of the spinal cord and are 
concerned with activities of different parts of the body 
Each spinal nerve divides into two roots, motor and 
sensory, along which reflexes pass 

The reflex response 

If a painful stimulus, such as a flame, touches the skin, 
messages are sent along the sensory nerve to the spinal 
cord where the motor nerve immediately instructs muscles 
to remove the part from potential harm. 
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b (disrespectful) assurance or boldness 4a a sore or sensitive subject - esp 
in hit/touch a nerve b pi acute nervousness or anxiety 5 vfin 3 6 the 
sensitive pulp of a tooth [L nervus sinew, nerve; akin to Gk neuron smew, 
nerve, nen to spin -* more at needle] 

*nerve vt 1 to give strength and courage to 2 to prepare (oneselO 
psychologically for - often f up ('^d herself up for the confronta- 
nony 

'nvrve .cell n a neuron nerve 

'nerve .centre n 1 centre 3 2a source of leadership, control, or 
energy 

nerved adj having (a specified kind'or number oO veins or nerves - usu 
in combination 

'nerve .gas n a deadly usu organophosphate poison gas that interferes 
with nerve transmission 

'nerveless /-lis/ adj 1 lacking strength or vigour 2 not agitated or 
afraid; cool - nervelessly adv, nervelessness n 
'nerve*.racking, 'nerve-.wracking adj placing a great strain on the 
nerves 

nervosity /nuh'vosati/ n the state of being nervous 
nervous /'nuhvas/ adj 1 of, affected by. or composed of (the) nerves or 
neurons 2n easily excited or agitated b timid, apprehensive of 
strangersy - nervously adv, nervousness n 

.nervous 'bresk,down n (an occurrence oO a disorder in which 
worrying, depression, severe tiredness, etc prevent one from coping with 
one's responsibilities 

'nervous .system n the brain, spinal cord, or other nerves and nervous 
tissue together forming a system for interpreting stimuli from the sense 
organs and transmitting impulses to muscles, glands, etc nervl 
nervure /'nuhvyooa/ n vein 3 (F, fr nerf smew, fr L nervus] 
nervy /nuhvi/ adj 1 suffenng from nervousness or anxiety 2 brash, 
imprudent - infml - nerviness n 

nescience /nesi-ans, 'nesh(3)ns/ n ignorance; lack of knowledge - fml 
[LL nescientia, fr L nescient-, nesciens, prp of nescire to not know, fr ne- 
not sare to know - more at no, science] - nescient /-ant/ adj 
ness /nes/ n a cape or headland [ME nasse, fr OE nxss, akin to OE nasu 
nose ~ nore at nose] 

-ness Anis/ suffix (adj n) 1 state or quality of <goodness>; also 
instance of (a specified state or quality) <a kindnesay 2 degree or amount 
of <bjgne$s> [ME -nes, fr OE; akin to OHG -nissa -ness] 

*nest /nest/ n la a bed or receptacle prepared by a bird for its eggs and 
young b a place or structure in which animals live, esp in their immature 
stages (an ants* ^ > 2a a place of rest, retreat, or lodging b a den or haunt 
3a a group of similar thmgs b a hotbed 4 a senes of objects made to fit 
close together or one inside another [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG nest nest. 
L nidus] 

*nsst VI I to build or occupy a nest 2 to Tit compactly together ^ vt to 
pack or fit compactly together - neater n 
'nest ,sgg n 1 a real or artificial egg left in a nest to induce a fowl to 
continue to lay there 2 an amount of money saved up as a reserve 
nettle /nesl/ vb nestling Anesling, 'nesl-ing/ vi 1 to settle snugly or 
comfortably 2 to lie in a sheltered position ^ vr 1 to shelter or enclose 
(as if) in a nest 2 to press closely and affectionately [ME nestlen, fr OE 
nestlian, fr nest] 

nettling /'nes(t)ling/ n a young bird that has not abandoned the nest 
Nettor Ancstaw/ n, often not cap a patriarch or mentor [L, fr Gk Nestor, 
old wise hero in Gk mythology] 

Nettorien /ne'stawn-an/ a4f of (a church following) the doctnne 
ascribed to Nestorius that divine and human persons remained separate 
in the incarnate Chnst [ME, fr LL Nestonanus, fr Nestonus ^ab%5\ 
patriarch of Constantinople] - Ncstorian n, Nestorlanitm n 
Met /net/ n la an open meshed fabric twisted, knotted, or woven together 
at r^ular intervals b a device for catching fish, birds, or insects c a net 
barricade which divides a tennis, badminton, etc court in half and over 
which a ball or shuttlecock must be hit to be in play sport d the 
fabric that encloses the sides and back of a soccer, hockey, etc goal e(l) 
a practice cricket pitch surrounded by nets - usu pi (2) a period of 
practiee in such a net 2 an entrapping situation 3 a network of lines, 
fibres, etc 4 a ball hit into the net in a racket game [ME nett, fr OE; akin 
to OHG oezzf net, L nodus knot] > netleai adj, netUke adj, natty adj 
‘net vt -tt- 1 to cover or enclose (as iO with a net 2 to catch (as iO in a 
net 3a to hit (a ball) into the net for the loss of a point in a game b to 
hit or kick (a ball or puck) into the goat for a score in hockey, soccer, etc 
- natter n 

Met, chiefly Br natt adj la ranaining after all deductions (e g for taxes, 
outlay, or loss) eamingsy - compare gross b excluding all tare 


weighty 2 final, ultimate (the resulty [ME, clean, bright, fr MF - 
more at ^neat] 

*net, chiefly Br nett vt <tt- 1 to make by way of profit 2 to get 
possession of 

Met n a net amount, profit, weight, pnee. or score 
'netball /-.bawl/ n a game, usu for women, between 2 sides of 7 players 
each who score goals by tossing an inflated ball through a high honzontal 
nng on a post at each end of a hard court 
nether /'nedha/ adj 1 beneath the earth's surface (the ^ regionsj 2 
lower, under - fml [ME, fr OE nithera, fr nither down; akin to OHG 
nidar down, Skt ni, Gk en, eni in - more at in] -- nethermost /-.mohst/ 
adj 

'netherworld /-.wuhld/ n the world of the dead 
netsuke Anetsooki, 'netski/ n, pi netsuke, netsukes a small and often 
intncately carved toggle (e g of ivory) used to fasten a pouch to a kimono 
sash [Jap] 

netting Ancting/ n network 1 

Mettle /'netl/ n 1 any of a genus of widely distributed green-flowered 
plants covered with stinging hairs 2 any of vanous plants like the nettle 
- used in combination (red dead nettle) [ME. fr OE netel\ akin to OHG 
nazxa nettle. Gk adike] 

‘nettle vt nettling Anetling/ 1 to strike or sting (as lO with nettles 2 to 
arouse to annoyance or anger 
'nettle .rash n urticana 

"network /-.wuhk/ n 1 a fabnc or structure of cords or wires that cross 
at regular intervals and are knotted or secured at the crossings 2 a system 
of cnsscrossing lines or channels 3 an interconnected chain, group, or 
system 4a a group of radio or television stations linked together so that 
they can broadcast the same programmes if desired b a radio or television 
company that produces programmes for broadcast over such a net- 
work 

‘network vt to present on or integrate into a radio or television network 
<^ed programmes) 

Neufchhtel /'nuh,shatcl (Fr nopjatcl)/ n a soft white cheese similar to 
cream cheese but containing less fat [F, fr Neufchitel, town in 
France] 

neur-, neuro- comb form 1 nerve, nervous system 
(neurafy <neuro/ogy> (neurosurgeon) 2 neural, neural and ( neuromus- 
culary [NL, fr Gk, nerve, smew, fr neuron - ifmre at nerve] 
neural Anyooaral/ adj 1 of or affecting a nerve or the nervous system 2 
dorsal - neurally adv 

neuralgia /nyoo(3)'ralja/ n intense paroxysms of pain radiating along 
the course of a nerve without apparent cause [NL] - neuralgic Ajik/ 
adj 

neurasthenia /.nyoosras'theenya/ n severe fatigue, depression, etc 
occurnng as a mental disorder, nlrvous breakdown - not now used 
technically [NL] - neurasthenic /-nik/ adj, neurasthenically adv 
neuritis /nyooa'netas/ n inflammation or degeneration of a nerve caus- 
ing pain, sensory disturbances, etc [NL] - neuritic A'ntik/ adj or n 
.neuro'chemistry /.nyooaroh-/ n the biochemistry of (the transmission 
of impulses down) nerves - neurocbcmical adj, neurochemist n 
neuroglia /nyoo(3)'rogli>3, .nyooora'glce a/ n supporting tissue that is 
intermingled with the impulse-conducting cells of nervous tissue in the 
brain, spinal cord, and ganglia [NL. fr neur- -f MGk glia glue] - 
neuroglial adj 

neuroleptic /.nyooors'leptik/ n tranquillizer [F neuroleptique, fr 
neur- 4- -leptique affecting, fr Gk leptikos seizing, fr lambanein to take, 
seize - more at latch] - neuroleptic adj 

neurology /nyoo(9)'rol9ji/ n the study of (diseases oQ the nervous 
system [NL neurologia, fr neur- f -logia -logy] - neurologist n. neuro- 
logic /-ra'lpjik/, neurological adj, neurologically adv 
^neuro'muacular /.nyoooroh-/ adj involving nervous and muscular 
cells, tissues, etc (a junctiony [ISV] 

neuron Anyoooron/ n any of the many specialised cells each with an axon 
and dendntes that form the functional impulsg-transmitting units of the 
nervous system [NL, fr Gk, nerve, smew - more at nerve] - neuronal 
Anyoodranal, nyoo'rohnl/ also neuronic /-'ronik/ adj 
neuropathy /nyoofa/ropothi/ n an abnormal (degenerative) state of the 
nerves or nervous system [ISV] - neuropathic /jiyooora'pathik/ adj, 
neuropathkmlly adv 

neuropteran /nyoo(»)'ropt9r9n/ n any of an order of insects, usu having 
a fine network of veins in their wings, including the lacewings [deriv of 
Ok neur- + ptervn wing - more at feather] - neuropteran adj, ncurop- 
terotts adj 

neuroalt /nyoo(9)'rohsis/ n, pi neuroaea /-.seez/ a nervous disorder, 
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unaccompanied by disease of the nervous system, in which phobias, 
compulsions, anxiety, and obsessions make normal life difficult [NL] 
neurotic /nyoofafrotik/ n one who is emotionally unstable or is affected 
with a neurosis - neurotic adj, neurotically adv, neuroticUm 
/•'rott.siz(3)m/ n 

.nourotrans'mitter /.nyoosroh-/ n a substance (e g acetylcholine) that 
IS released at a nerve ending and transmits nerve impulses across the 
synapse - neurotransmlaslon n 

'neuter /'nyoohta/ adj la of or belonging to the gender that is neither 
masculine nor feminine b intransitive 2 lacking generative organs or 
having nonfunctional ones <r/ie worker bee is symbol [ME 

neutre, fr MF & L, MF neutre, fr L neuter^ lit , neither, fr ne- not ♦ uter 
which of two - more at no, whether] 

'neuter n 1 (a word or morpheme oQ the neuter gender 2a worker 2 
b a castrated animal 
'neuter vt cas irate 1 

'neutral /’nyoohtral/ adj 1 (of or being a country, person, etc) not 
engaged on either side of a war, dispute, etc < territory) 2a indifferent, 
indefinite b without colour c neuter 2 d neither acid nor alkaline <a 
^ solution) e not electncally charged or positive or negative, not live 
(the wire in a mains plug is blue) 3a produced (e g like the vowel /:>/) 
with the tongue in the position it has when at rest b produced (e g like 
the vowel /ah/) with the lips neither spread nor rounded [MF, fr 
(assumed) ML neutraJis, fr L, of neuter gender, fr neutr-, neuter] - 
neutrally adv, neutralism n, neutralist n, neutralistic /-'listik/ adj, neu- 
trality /nyooh'trabti/ n 

'neutral a 1 a neutral country, person, etc 2 a neutral colour 3 a position 
(of a gear lever) in which gears are disengaged 4 a neutral clectncal 
conductor 

neutral ize, -ise /'r.youhtrajiez/ vt 1 to make (chemically, politically, 
electrically, etc) neutral 2 to nullify or counteract (the effect of) with an 
opposing action, force, etc vt to become neutralized - neutralization 
/-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

neutrino /nyooh'treenoh/ n, pi neutrinos cither of 2 forms of an 
uncharged elementary particle that is created in the process of particle 
decay (e g inside a star), is believed to be massless, and that interacts only 
slightly with other matter [It, dim of neutrone neutron] 
neutron /'nyooh,tron/ n an uncharged elementary particle with a mass 
about that of the proton, present in the nuclei of all atoms except those 
of normal hydrogen physics [prob fr neutral] 

'neutron .bomb n a nuclear bomb that produces relatively large 
amounts of radiation and a relatively small blast 
'neutron .star n any of various very dense celestial bodies that consist 
of closely packed neutrons resulting from the collapse of a much larger 
star 

neutrophil /'nyoohtra.fil/, neutrophile /-.fiel/ n a white blood cell that 
has neutrophihc granules in its cytoplasm and is present in large numbers 
in the blood anatomy [ISV neutro- neutral (fr L neutr-. neuter 
neither) -phil, -phile] 

neutrophilic /.nyoohtra'filik/, neutrophil /'nyoohtn),fil/ adj staining 
weakly with both acidic and basic dyes 

n6v4 /nevay (Fr neve)/ n (a field of) partly compacted granular snow, 
esp forming the surface part of the upper end of a glacier [F (Swiss dial ), 
fr L niv-, ntx snow - more at snow] 

never /"neva/ adv 1 not ever; at no time <- saw him before) 
forgotten) 2 not in any degree; not under any condition (this will ^ 
dd)(‘^ mind) 3 surely not (you're ^ 18!) ('I said it to his fat^ ' 
‘Ncvcrl’) - chiefly infml [ME, fr OE nxfre, fr ne not f sefre ever - more 
at no] - 1 never 1 - used to express amazement (well I ncver>. chiefly 
infml 2 I didn't do it - nonstandard (no she never) 

.never'more adv never again 
.never-never n, Br hire purchase - the-, mfml 
.never-never .lend n an ideal or imaginary place 
nevertheleee /.nevadha'les/ adv m spite of that; yet (true but ~ 
unkind) 

nevus /'neevas/ n, pi nevi /-vie/ NAm a naevus 
'new /nyooh/ adj 1 not old; not used previously, recent (a ^ book) (a 
^ science) 2t(l) only recently discovered, recognized, or in use; novel 
(the ^ morality) (2) fresh, unfamiliar (visit ^ places) b different from 
or replacing a former one of the same kind (a ^ modef) 3 having been 
in the specified condition or relationship for only a short time; unaccus- 
tomed <* fo the job) (a ~ member) 4a beginning as the repetition of 
a previous act or thing <a ^ day) b refreshed, regenerated (awoke, a ^ 
man) 5 cap modern 3; esp in use after medieval times [ME, fr OE niwc, 
akin to OHO niuwi new, L novus, Gk neos] - aewish adj, newneas n - 


new lease of life a renewed penod of healthy activity, strength, or 
usefulness 

'new adv newly, recently - usu in combination (new-mown grass) 
.new'born /-'bawn/ n or adj, pi newborn, newborns (an individual who 
is) recently bom 

'Newcastle disease /'nyooh, kahsi, -,kasl/ n fowl pest [Newcastle 
upon Tyne, city in England] 

'new, comer /-.kuma/ n 1 a recent arrival 2 a beginner, novice 
New Deal n the programme of economic and social reform in the USA 
dunng the 1930s [fr its supposed resemblance to the situation of freshness 
and equality of opportunity afforded by a fresh deal in a card game] 
newel /nyooh al/ n 1 an upright post about which the steps of a spiral 
staircase wind 2 also newel post a pnncipal post supporting either end 
of a staircase handrail architeciure [ME nowell, fr MF nouel 
Slone of a fruit, fr LL nucalis like a nut, fr L nuc-, nux nut - more at 
nut] 

.new'fangled A'fang-gld/ adj modem and unnecessanly complicated or 
gimmicky - derog or humor [ME, fond of novelty, fr newefangel, fr new 
i OE fangen, pp of ton to take, seize - more at paci] - newfanglcd- 
ness n 

Newfoundland /nyooh'fowndbnd/ n (any oO a breed of large intelli- 
gent dogs with coarse dense usu black hair [Newfoundland, island of 
Canada] 

New Hebrew /'heebrooh/ n the Hebrew of present-day Israel 
New Latin /latin/ n post-medieval Latin, used esp in scientific ter- 
minology 

.New 'Left n a radical left-wing movement onginating in Bntain in the 
late 1950s 

newly /'nyoohli/ adv 1 lately, recently (a married couple) 2 
anew 

'newly, wed /-.wed/ n or adj (one who is) recently marned 
.new 'maths n modern maths 

.new 'moon n the phase of the moon when its dark side is towards the 
earth, also the thin crescent moon seen a few days after this 
symbol 

.new 'penny n penny la(2) 

news /nyoohz/ n pi but sing in constr 1 (a report or senes of reports oQ 
recent (notable) events, new information about sthg (have you heard the 
^ ') (there is no of him) 2a news reported in a newspaper, a 
periodical, or a broadcast b material that is newsworthy 3 a radio or 
television broadcast of news - newsiesa adj 

'newsagent /-.ayjani/ n, chiefly Br a retailer of newspapers and 
magazines 

'newa ooy /-.boy/, fern 'news,girl n a paperboy 
'news, cast /-.kahst/ n news 3 [news + broadcast] - newicastcr n, 
newscasting n 

'newsletter /-.leta/ n a pnnted pamphlet containing news or informa- 
tion of interest chiefly to a special group 
'newsmonger /-,mung g»/ n a gossip 

newspaper /'nyoohs.paypa/ n 1 (an organization that publishes) a 
paper pnnted and distnbuted usu daily or weekly and containing news, 
articles of opinion, features, and advertising 2 the paper on which a 
newspaper is pnnted 

'newspaperman /-man, -,man/ n a journalist employed by a news- 
paper 

newapeak /'nyooh^pcek/ n. often cap propagandistic language marked 
by euphemism, circumlocution, and the inversion of customary meanings 
[Newspeak, a language ‘designed to dimmish the range of thought,* in the 
novel Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell tl950 E wnter] 
'newsprint /-,pnnt/ n cheap paper made chiefly from wood pulp and 
used mostly for newspapers 

'nawareadar /-.reeda/ n a broadcaster who reads the news 
'nawa,raal /-.reel/ n a short film dealing with current events 
'naws.room /-room, -,roohm/ n a place (c g an office) where news is 
prepared for publication or broadcast 

'naw8,8tand /-.stand/ n a stall where newspapers and penodicals are 
sold 

'Naw .Styla adj or adv according to the Gregorian calendar 
'naw8,vandor /-.venda/ n one who sells newspapers, esp in the street at 
a regular place 

'naws, worthy /-.wuhdhi/ adj sufficiently interesting to warrant report- 
ing 

naway Anyoohzi/ adj full of (inconsequential) news - newsiiMn n 
nawt /nyooht/ n any of vanous small semiaquatic salamanders 
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I IFE CYCLE [ME, alter, (by incorrect division of an ewte) of cwte - more 
at eft) 

.new tech'nology n technology that is new. esp that using micropro- 
cessors (e g in domestic appliances, cars, printing, etc) 

.New Testament n the second part of the Chnstian Bible compnsing 
the canomcal Gospels and Epistles, the books of Acts, and the book of 
Revelation 

newton /'nyooht(a)n/ n the SI unit of force equal to the force that when 
acting for Is on a free mass of 1kg will give it a velocity of 1mA 
PHYSICS, UNIT [Sir Isaac Newton 11727 E mathematician & scientist] 
Newtonian /nyooh'tohnyn, -nr-an/ adj of, following, or agreeing with 
(the discovenes oO Isaac Newton mechanics} 
new town n any of several towns in Britain planned and built as a unit 
since 1946 

.new 'wave n. often cap NAW la cinematic movement charactenzcd 
by improvisation, abstraction, a subjective treatment of chronology and 
symbobsm, and the frequent use of expenmentil photographic techniques 
2 a style of rock music that developed from punk rock and i.s usu more 
complex musically while retaining an emphasis on social comment [trans 
of F nouveUe vague] 

.New 'World n the W hemisphere, esp the continental landmass of N and 
S Amenca 

.New 'Year n the first day or days of a year, esp new year’s day 
.New .Year's 'Day n January 1 observed as a public holiday in many 
countries 

'next /nekst/ adj 1 immediately adjacent or following (e g in place or 
order) ^the ~ bouse} 2 immediately after the present or a specified time 
weeic} (he left the very Monday} [ME, fr OE niehst, superl of 
neah nigh - more at nicih] 

^next adv 1 in the time, place, or order nearest or immediately succeeding 
(^ we drove home} (the ^ closest scho<^r} 2 on the first occasion to 
come (when - we meet} 

*next prep nearest or adjacent to (wear wool ^ the skin} 

*naxt n the next occurrence, item, or i.ssuc of a kind (to be contained in 
our -> 

,nax!-'door adj situated or living in the next building, room, etc 
next door adv in or to the next building, room, etc 
next man n - the next man anyone else (would do it as well as the next 
man) 

.next of 'kin n, pi next of kin the person most closely related to another 
person 

'‘next to prep immediately following or adjacent to (sd ^ Mary} gm 
/ like sherry best} 

‘next to adv very nearly, almost (it was imp(mible to see in the 
fog} (the article told me ^ nothing} 

nexus /neksas/ n, pi nexuses, nexus 1 a connection or link 2 a 
connected group or sSenes [L, fr nexus, pp of nectere to bind] 
ngwee /n'gwee/ n, pi ngwee ^3^ Zambia at nai ionality [native name 
in Zambia, lit., bnght] 

niacin /'nie-asin/ n nicotinic acid [nicotinic and > -in] 

'nib /nib/ n 1 a bill or beak 2a the sharpened point of a quill pen b (each 
of the 2 equal divisions oO a small thin (detachable) piece of metal at the 
end of a pen. that tapers to a split point which is placed m contact with 
the paper or other surface to be marked 3 a small pointed or projecting 
part or article (roasted almond $> [prob alter of neb] 

'nib vt 'bb- to make into a mb or give a mb to 
'nibble /nibi/ vb nibbllag /'nibling/ vt la to bite cautiously, gently, or 
playfully b to eat or chew in small bites 2 to produce by repeated small 
bites ^ VI 1 to take gentle, small, or cautious bites 2 to show cautious 
or qualified interest USE (vi) usu + at [ongin unknown] - nibbler 
/'niUa/ n 

'nibble n 1 an act of nibbling 2 a very small amount (e g of food) USE 
infml 

nibe /nibz/ n pi but sing in constr an important or self-important person 
infml; chiefly in his nibs or Hts Nibs [earlier nabs, perh alter of 
aeb] 

nice /nies/ adj 1 showing or requiring fine discrimination or treatment 
(a ^ distinction} 2a pleasant, agreeable b well done; well-executed 
shotf} 3 inappropriate or unpleasant - usu ironic (he*s a ^ one to talk}; 
compare prctty 2 4e socially acceptable; well-bred b decent, proper 
[ME, foolish, wanton, fr OF, fr L nescius ignorant, fr nescire to not know 
- more at nescience] - nkely adv, niceneas n - nice and to a satisfactory 
degree (it's nice and coof} 

Nicane Creed /*nkgttn, -'-/ n a Christian creed expanded from a creed 
issued by the first Niccne Council in ad 325, beginning ‘I believe in one 


God’ [Nicene (of Nicaca, ancient city in Asia Minor), fr ME, fr LL 
Nicenus, Nicaenus] 

nicety /'niesati/ n 1 an elegant or refined feature 2 a fine point or 
distinction 3 (the showing or requinng oO delicacy, discernment, or 
careful attention to details [ME nicete, fr MF nicete foolishness, fr nice, 
adj] - to a nicety to the point at which sthg is at its best (roasted to a 
nicety) 

'niche /neesh, nich/ n 1 a recess in a wall, esp for a statue 2a a place 
or activity for which a person is best suited b the ecological role of an 
organism in a community, esp in regard to food consumption [F, fr MF, 
fr nicher to nest, fr (assumed) VL nidicare, fr L nidus nest - more at 
nfjst] 

'niche vt to place (as lO m a niche 

Nichrome /'mekrohm/ trademark ~ used for a nickel and chromium 
alloy with a high electneal resistance 

'nick /mk/ /i 1 a small notch or groove 2 the point at which the back 
or side wall of a squash court meets the llotir 3 tdok 4 4 Br state of health 
or repair - infml, esp in in good/bad nick (it's not in very good ~) 5 
Br a prison or police station - slang (he's been in the for the last 3 
years} [MF nyke, prob alter of mxke nock] - in the nick of time at the 
final cntical moment, just before it would be too late 

'nick vt la to make a nick in b to cut into or wound slightly 2 Br a steai 
la b ARRLsr 2 ^vi esp of domestic animals to complement one another 
genetically and produce superior offspring USE (vt 2) slang 
nickel /’nik(a)l/ n 1 a hard bivalent metallic transition element with 
magnetic properties like those of iron -3^' pl'riodk tabi f 2 (a US com 
containing 1 part of nickel to 3 of copper and worth) the sum of 5 cents 
[prob fr Sw, fr G kupfemickel niccohte (a mineral largely composed of 
a nickel arsenide), prob fr kupfer copper ^ nickel goblin, fr the deceptive 
copper colour of niccohte] 

nickelodeon /,nik(a)rohdi an/ n a jukebox [prob fr n/cAe/ i -odeonias 
in melodeon reed organ)] 

nickel silver n a silver-white alloy of copper, zinc, and nickel 

'nicker /’mka/ n, pi nicker Br the sum of £1 - slang [origin 
unknown] 

'nicker vi to whinny [perh alter of neigh] 
nicknack /nik.nak/ n a knick-knack 

nickname /'mk.naym/ n I a name used in-place of or in addition to a 
proper name 2 a familiar form of a proper name, esp of a person [ME 
nekename additional name, alter (by inconrccl division of an ekename) 
of ekename, fr eke also i name] - nickname vt 
nicol /'nik(9)l/, nicol prism two pieces of transparent calcitc cemented 
together and used esp to obtain a ray of polanzcd light [William Nicol 
tl851 Sc physicist] 

nicotinamide /.mka'tma.mied, -'tec-/ n a vitamin of the vitamin B 
complex with actions similar to those of nicotinic acid [ISV] 
'nico.tinamide-.adenine .di'nucleotide /.adaneen die'nyoohkii a- 
tied, .adanin/ n nad 

nicotine /'nikatcen/ n an alkaloid that is the chief drug in tobacco and 
has the actions of the neurotransmitter acetylcholine on some of its 
receptors, esp those in skeletal muscle [F, fr NL nicotiana, genus name 
of tobacco plants, fr Jean Nicot flbOO F diplomat & scholar who 
introduced tobacco into France] - nicotinic /-'teenik, -'tinik/ adj 
.nico.tinic 'acid /-'icenik, -'timk/ n a vitamin of the vitamin B complex 
that IS found widely in animals and plants and whose lack results in 
pellagra 

nictitating membrane /'nikia,tayting/|] a thin membrane capable of 
extending across the eyeball under the eyelids of many animals (e g cats) 
[nictitate (to wink), alter of nictate, fr L tiictatus, pp of nictare] 
nidification /,nidiri'kaysh(3)n/ n the att, process, or technique of 
building a nest [ML nidification-, nidifitsatio, fr L nidiBcatus, pp of 
nidificare to build a nest, fr nidus nest] 

nidus /'niedas/ n, p! nidi /'nie.die, -di/, nidiges 1 a nest or breeding place, 
esp a place in an animal or plant where bactena or other organisms lodge 
and multiply 2 a place where sthg onginato, develops, or is located [NL. 
fr L] 

niece /nets/ n a daughter of one’s brother or sister or of one's brother-in- 
law or sister-in-law [ME nece granddaughter, niece, fr OF niece, fr LL 
neptia, ^r L neptis; akin to L nepot-, nepos grandson, nephew - more at 
nephew] 

niello /ni'eloh/ n, pi nielli /-Me, -It/, nielloa 1 a black enamel-like mixture 
of sulphur with silver, copper, and lead 2 (a piece oO metal decorated 
with incised designs filled with niello [It, fr ML nigellum, fr ncut of L 
ntgellus blackish, dim. of niger black] - niello vt 
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niff /nif/ n, Br an unpleasant smell - slang [E dial , perh fr - niffy 
adj 

nifty /'nifti/ adj very good or efTeclive, esp cleverly conceived or executed 

- infml [ongin unknown] - nifty adv 

niggard /'nigad/ n a mean and stingy person [ME, of Scand origin, akin 
to ON hnpggr niggardly, akin to L aims ashes - more at iNciNEaArb] 

niggard adj 

'niggardly /-li/ adj 1 grudgingly mean, miserly 2 provided in meagre 
ammounts < ^ praise) - niggardliness n, niggardly adv 
nigger /'niga/ n a Negro; broadly a member of any dark-skinned race - 
derog [alter of earlier neger, fr MF negre, fr Sp or Pg negro, fr negro 
black, fr L niger] 

niggle /nigl/ vb niggling /'nigling/ vi 1 to waste time or efforl on minor 
details 2 to find fault constantly in a petty way ^ vt to cause slight 
irntation to, bother [ongin unknown] - niggle n, niggler n, niggly adj 
niggling /'niglmg/ adj 1 petty 2 persistently annoying <- doubts) 
nigglingly adv 

nigh /me/ adv, adj. or prep near (in place, time, or relation) / o/i 50 
years) [ME, fr OE neah, akin to OHG nah, adv, nigh, &. prep, nigh, after. 
ON na- nigh] 

night /met/ n 1 the period of darkness from dusk to dawn caused by the 
earth's daily rotation 2 an evening characterized by a specified event or 
activity (^Thursday is bingo ^ > ^opening > 3a darkness b a slate of 
affliction, Ignorance, or obscurity [ME, fr OE niht, akin to OHG naht 
night, L noch, nox, Gk nykt-, nyx] 

night blindness n reduced vision in faint light (eg at night) - 
night-blind adj 

'nightcap /-,kap/ n 1 a cloth cap worn in bed 2 a dnnk taken at 
bedtime 

'night, cluTP / -,klub/ u a place of entertainment open at night that has a 
floor show, provides music and space for dancing, and usu serves dnnks 
and food 

'nightdress /-,dres/ n a woman’s or girl’s nightgown 
'nightfall /-,fawl/ n dusk 

'f*iflbtgown /-,gown/ n a loose garment for sleeping in 
'nighthawk /-.hawk/ a a nightjar, owl, or similar bird tha» flies at 
night 

nightie, nighty /'nieti/ n a nightdress - infml [nightgown * -ic, -y] 
nightingale /'nieting.gayl/ n any of several Old World thrushes noted 
for the sweet usu nocturnal song of the male [ME. fr OE nihtegale, fr nihf 
4 galan to sing - more at ylll] 

'nightjar /-jah/ n a Eurasian insect-eating bird that is active at night and 
has a charactenstic churnng call [fr its harsh sound] 

'nightlife /-.lief/ n late evening entertainment or social life 
'night-, light n a dim light kept burning all night long, esp in sby's 
bedroom 

'nightly /-li/ adj or adv (of. occurnng, taken, or done) at or by night or 
every night 

'nightniare /-.meo/ n 1 an evil spirit that causes frightening dreams 2 
a fnghtening dream accompanied by a sense of oppression or suffocation 
that usu awakens the sleeper 3 an experience, situation, or object that 
causes acute anxiety or terror [mght + marc (evil spint), fr ME, fr OE] 

- nightmare, nightmarish adj, nightmarisbly adv 

'night .owl n sby who tends to be most active at night - infml 
nights adv m the night repeatedly; on any night 
'night .school n classes, often in subjects leading to a qualification, held 
in the evening 

nightshade /’niet,shayd/ n any of vanous related usu poisonous plants, 
e g a bittersweet b dfadi y niohtshapf 
'nightshirt /-.shuht/ n a long loose shirt for sleeping in 
'night .soil n human excrement collected for fertilizing the soil 
'nightstick /-.stik/ n, NAm a club earned by a policeman 
.night 'watchman n 1 sby who keeps watch (e g over a building) by 
night 2 a relatively inexpert batsman who is sent in to bat towards the 
end of a day’s play so that a more expert batsman need not face the 
bowling until the following day 
nighty /'nieti/ n a nightie 

nignog /’mg, nog/ n, Br a nigger - humor, derog [redupl of mg, short for 
nigger] 

nigritude /’mgrityoohd/ n blackness - fml [L mgntudo, fr mgr-, mger 
black] 

nihilism /'nic-a.liz(a)m. 'm-/ n 1 a view that r^ts all values and belirfs 
as meaningless or unfounded 2a oftai cap the doctnne that social 
conditions are so bad as to make destruction desirable for its own sake, 
adhered to specif by a 19th-c Russian terronst revolutionary party b 


terronsm [G nihihsmus, fr L nihil nothing - more at nil] - nihilist n or 
adj, nihilistic /-'listik/ adj 

nihil obstat /.me-il 'obstat/ n authoritative or official approval [L, 
nothing hinders] 

•nik /-nik/ suffix (n or adj - n) one connected with or charactenzed by 
being (^beatnik) (computemik) [Yiddish, fr Russ & Pol] 
nil /ml/ n nothing, zero <a score of 2 points to ^) [L, nothing, contr of 
nihil, fr OL nihilum, fr ne- not + hilum trifle - more at no] - nil adj 
nilgai /‘mlgie/ n, pi nilgais, esp collectively nilgai a large Indian antelope 
[Hindi nilgaw blue bull (fern nilgai), fr Skt nila dark blue go bull, 
cow] 

Nilotic /me'lotik/ adj of (the inhabitants or languages oO’the Nile or Nile 
region language (L Niloticus, fr Gk Neilotes, fr Neilos Nile, 
nver in E Africa] 

nim /mm/ n any of vanous games in which each player in turn draws 
objects from I or more piles and attempts to take the last object or force 
the opponent to take it [prob fr obs mm (to take), fr ME nimen, fr OE 
niman] 

nimble /nimbi/ adj 1 quick, light, and easy in movement 2 quick and 
clever in thought and understanding [ME nimel, fr OE numol holding 
much, fr niman to take, akin to OHG neman to take, L numerus number. 
Gk nemein to distnbute, manage, nomos pasture, nomos usage, custom, 
law] - nimbleness n, nimbly /nimbli/ adv 

nimbostratus /.mmboh'strahtas/ n a low dark rainy cloud layer [NL, 
fr L nimbus + NL strarus] 

nimbus /'nimbas/ n, pi nimbi /-.bie, -bi/. nimbuses 1 a luminous vapour, 
cloud, or atmosphere surrounding a god or goddess 2 a luminous circle 
about the head of a representation of a god, saint, or sovereign 3 a cloud 
from which ram is falling weathfr [L, rainstorm, cloud, akin to 
Pahlavi namb mist] 

nimiety /ni'mic-sti/ n an excess, redundancy - fml [LL nimietas, fr L 
nimius too much, adj, fr nimis, adv] 

niminy-piminy /.nimani 'pimani/ adj affectedly dainty or delicate [prob 
alter of namby-pamby] 

nincompoop /’nmgkdm.poohp/ n a silly or foolish person [ongin 
unknown] 

nine /men/ n number 2 the ninth in a set or senes 3 sthg having 

9 parts or members or a denomination of 9 4 the first or last 9 holes of 
an 1 8-hole golf course 5 pi in constr, cap the Common Market countnes 
between 1973 and 198 1 [ME, fr nyne, adj, fr OE nigon-, akin to OHG niun 
nine, L novem, Gk ennea] - nine adj or pron, ninefold /-.fohld/ adj or adv 
- to the nines elaborately in special, formal, or party clothes (^dressed up 
to tiic nines) [perh fr the use of 9 as a mystic number symbolizing 
perfr '- n] 

.nine .days' 'wonder n sthg that creates a short-lived sensation 
nineteen /nien'icen/ n ^3** number [ME nynetene, adj, fr OE nigon- 
rene; akin to OE tien ten] - nineteen adj or pron, nineteenth /-teenth/ adj 
or n - nineteen to the dozen very fast and volubly (talking nineteen to 
the dozen) 

.Nineteen ,Eighty-'Four n a (future) era envisaged as having all aspects 
of life controlled by an all-seeing totalitanan government [Nineteen 
Eighty-Four, futunslic novel by George Orwell tl950 E wnter] 
.nineteenth 'hole n the bar of a golf club or other gathenng place - 
humor [fr its being resorted to after the 18 holes on a standard golf 
course] 

ninety /nienti/ n 1 number 2 pi (a range of temperatures, ages, 
dates within a century characterized by) the numbers 90 to 99 [ME 
ninety, adj, fr OE nigontig, short for hundnigontig, fr hundnigontig, n, 
group of 90, fr hund hundred + nigon nine \ -tig group of 10 - more at 
hundred, ciGHi y] - ninety adj or pron, ninetyfold /-, fohld/ adj or adv, 
ninetieth /-ith/ adj or n 

ninhydrin /nin'hiednn/ n an oxidizing agent used esp for the detection 
of ammo acids and polypeptides [fr Ninhydnn, a trademark] 
ninny /nini/ n a silly or foolish person > humor, infml [perh by 
shortening & alter, fr an innocent] 

ninth /nienth/ n 1 number 2a (a chord containing) a musical 
interval of an octave and a second b the note separated by this interval 
from a lower note - ninth adj or adv 

niobium /nie'oh^-am/ n a ductile metallic element chemically resem- 
bling tantalum CjT periodic table [NL, fr L Ntobe, mythical daugh- 
ter of Tantalus, fr Gk Ntobe, fr its occurrence in tantalite] 

'nip /mp/ vb -pp- vl 1 to catch hold of and squeeze sharply; pinch 2a to 
sever (as lO by pinching sharply - often f o/f b to prevent the growth 
or development of <,her plans were ^pedinthe bud) 3 to injure or make 
numb with cold ^ w chiefly Br to go quickly or briefly; hurry - infml <,111 
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just out to the shops') [ME nippen, akin to ON hntppa to prod. Gk 
koms ashes - more at incinfrail] 

^nip n 1 a sharp stinging cold <a ^ in the air) 2 (an instance oO nipping; 

a pinch 3 chiefly NAm a pungent flavour; a tang 
*nip n a small measure or dnnk of spints [prob short for mpperkin (a small 
liquor container)] 

*nip vb -pp- to take nips of (a dnnk) 

Nip ii a Japanese - derog [short for Nipponese] 
nipa /'neepa, 'me-/ n (an alcoholic dnnk made from the juice oO an 
Australasian creeping palm [prob fr It. fr Malay nipah nipa palm] 

,nip and 'tuck adj or adv, chiefly NAm neck and nfck ['nip « 
’ruck] 

nipper /'nipa/ n 1 any of vanous devices (e g pincers) for gnpping or 
cutting - usu pi with sing meaning 2 chiefly Br a child; esp a small boy 

- infml ['nip + ^-er] 

nipple /'nipl/ n 1 the small protuberance of a mammary gland (e g a 
breast) from which milk is drawn in the female 2a an artificial teat 
through which a bottle-fed infant feeds b a device with a hole through 
which the discharge of a liquid can be regulated 3 a small projection 
through which oil or grease is injected into machinery (earlier neble, 
nible, prob dim of neb, nib] 

nipplewort /'nipl.wuht/ n a slender composite Eurasian plant with 
small yellow flower heads 

Nipponese /.nipa'nee?^ n or adj. pi Nipponese (a) Japanese [Nippon 
(Japan), fr Jap Dat Nippon] 

nippy /'nipi/ adj 1 nimble and lively, snappy 2 chilly 1 ['nip ♦ '-y] 

- nippily ad\, nippiness n 

nirvana /nia'vahna, nuh-/ n. often cap 1 a Hindu and Buddhist state of 
final bliss and freedom from the cycle of rebirth, attainable through the 
extinction of desire and individual consciousness 2 a place or state of 
relief from pain or anxiety [Skt nirvana, lit , act of extinguishing, fr ms- 
out + vatt It blows “ more at 'wind] 

nisi /'niesie. 'neezi/ adj taking effect at a specified lime unless previously 
modified or avoided <a decree ^ ) (L, unless, fr /le- not + si if) 
'Nissan .hut /'nis(a)n/ n a prefabricated shelter with a semicircular 
arching roof of corrugated iron and a concrete floor [Peter Nissen tl930 
Br mining engineer] 

*nit /nit/ n (the egg oO a parasitic insect (e g a louse) [ME nite, fr OE 
hnitu, akin to OHG hnia nit, Gk konid-, koms] 

*nit n, chiefly Br a nitwit - infml 

'nit-.picking n petty and usu unjustified cnticism ['m/j - nitpick vi 
nitr-, nitro- comb form 1 nitrogen <nitrare) 2 nitrate <nitroce//u/ose> • 
[nitre] 

'nitrate /'nietrayt/ n 1 a salt or ester of mtne acid 2 sodium or potassium 
nitrate used as a fertilizer [F, fr nitnque] 

’nitrate vt to treat or combine with nitnc acid or a nitrate •> nitraCor n, 
nitration /-'traysh(a)n/ n 

nitrazepam /nie'trazi.pam/ n a synthetic drug with actions similar to 
those of diazepam, widely used as a hypnotic in sleeping pills - compare 
mogadon [nitr- ^ -azepam (as in diazepam)] 
nitre, NAm chiefly niter /’nieta/ n potassium nitrate - not now used 
technically [ME nitre natron, fr MF, fr L nitrum, fr Gk nitron, fr Egypt 
nlry] 

nitric /nietnk/ adj of or containing nitrogen (with a relatively high 
valency) oxide) [F nitrique, fr mfr-] 

.nitric 'acid n a corrosive inorganic liquid acid used esp as an oxidizing 
agent and in making fertilizers, dyes, etc 
nitride /'nietned/ n a compound of nitrogen with 1 other element (poron 
-) [ISV] ^ 

nitrification /,nietnfi'kaysh(a)n/ n nitnfying; specif the oxidation (e g 
by bactena) of ammonium salts first to nitrites and then to nitrates 
nitrify /'nietrific/ vt to combine or impregnate with (a compound oQ 
nitrogen (F nitrifier, fr nitr-] 

nitrile /'metnel, -tnl, -treel/ n an organic compound containing the 
cyanide group [ISV nitr- f -il, -ile (fr L -ilts '-ile)] 
nitrite /'nietriet/ n a salt or ester of nitrous acid 
nitro /nietroh/ adj being the univalent group NOi or containing it in the 
molecular structure - usu in combination <nitrobenzcf}e> [nitr-] 
nitro- - see nitr- 

nitrobenzene /.nietroh'benzeen/ii an oily liquid with an almond smell, 
used esp as a solvent and in making aniline [ISV] 

.nitro'cellu.loee A'selyoojohs, -Johz/ n cellulose nitrate [ISV] 
nitrogen /'nietraj(9)n/ n a trivalent gaseous chemical element that 
constitutes about 78 per cent by volume of the atmosphergand is found 
in combined form as a constituent of all living things periodic 


table [F mtrogene, fr nitr- -f -gene -gen] - nitrogenous /nie'trojanM/ 
adj 

'nitrogen .cycle n the continuous circulation of nitrogen and nitrogen- 
containing compounds from air to soil to living organisms and back to air, 
involving nitrogen fixation, nitrification, decay, and denitrification 
nitrogen fixation n (industnal or biological) assimilation of atmos- 
pheric nitrogen into chemical compounds, specif xhis process performed 
by soil microorganisms, esp in the root nodules of leguminous plants (e g 
clover) - nitrogen-fixer n, nitrogen-fixing n 

nitroglycerine /.nietroh'glisareen. -nn/ n an oily explosive liquid used 
chiefly in making dynamite and, as a weak solution in water, in medicine 
to dilate the blood vessels [ISV] 

nitros-, nitroso- comb form containing the univalent group NO in the 
molecular structure <nitrosa/n;ne) [NL nitrosus nitrous] 
nitrosamine /nie'trohsa,meen. -min/ n any of vanous often cancer- 
producing compounds containing the group NNO in their molecular 
structure 

nitrous /'nietras/ adj of or containing a potassium nitrate b nitrogen 
(with a relatively low valency) [NL nitrosus, fr L. full of natron, fr nitrum 
natron - more at nitre] 

.nitrous 'acid n an unstable acid containing less oxygen than nitnc acid 
and occurnng only in solution or in the form of its salts 
.nitrous 'oxide n a gas used as a general anaesthetic, esp in obsletncs 
and dentistry 

nitty-gritty /.niti 'gnti/ n the important basic realities infml [ongin 
unknown] - nitty-gritty adj 

nitwit /'nit, wit/ n a scatterbrained or stupid person - infml [prob fr G 
dial nit not » E wtf] - nit-witted adf 
'nix /niks/, fem nixie /-si/ n a water spnte of Gcnnanic folklore [G, fr 
OHG nihhus, akin to OE nicor water monster, Gk nizein to wash] 

’nix n nothing - slang [G nichts nothing] 

’nix adv. NAm no - slang 

^nix vt, NAm to veto, forbid - slang 

nizam /nic'zahm, ni-, -zam, '-/ n any of a line of sovereigns of Hyderabad 
in India, reigning from 1713 to 1950 [Hindi nizam order, governor, fr Ar 
nizam] - nizamate /-.mayt/ n 

'no /noh/ adv 1 - used to negate an alternative choice ( whether you like 
. It or ^) 2 in no respect or degree - m comparisons better than 
before) 3 - used in answers expressing negation, dissent, denial, or 
refusal, contrasted with yes <^, I’m not going) 4 - used like a question 
demanding assent to the preceding statement (she's pretty, 5 nay 
(happy, ecstatic) 6 - used as an inteijection to express incredulity 
<‘5Ae's 17 ’ ‘No!*> 7 chiefly Scot not (it’s ^ canny) [ME, fr OE na, fr 
ne not + a always, akin to ON & OHG ne not, L ne-, Gk ne- - more at 
‘ayf] 

*no adj la not any money) (there's ^ denying) (- parking) b 
hardly any, very little (I’ll be finished in — time) 2a not a, quite other 
than a (he’s ^ expert} b - used before a noun phrase to give force to 
an opposite meaning (in ^ uncertain terms), compare not 3 
’no n, pi noea, nos a negative reply or vote 

No, Noh /noh/ n, pi No, Noh a classic Japanese (form oO dance-drama 
[Jap no, lit , talent] 

'nob /nob/ n 1 a jack of the same suit as the card turned by the dealer 
in cnbbage, that scores 1 point for the holder - chiefly in his nob/nobs 
(one for his > 2 a person’s head - infml [prob alter of knob] 

’nob n, chiefly Br a wealthy or influential person - infml [perh fr 
'nob] 

'.no-'bali intetj or n - (used as a call by an umpire to indicate) an illegal 
delivery of the ball in cncket which cannot take a wicket and counts I 
run to the batsman’s side if the batsman does not score a run off it 
’no-ball vt , of an umpire in cncket to declare (a bowler) to have delivered 
or (a delivery) to be a no-ball - vi to bowl a no-ball 
' nobble /nobl/ vt nobbling /'nobling, 'nobl-ing/ Br 1 to incapacitate (esp 
a racehorse), esp by drugging 2a to win gver to one's side, esp by 
dishonest means b to get hold of, esp dishonestly c to swindle, cheat 
USE il) infml; (2) slang [perh irreg freq of hab] - nobbier n 
nobbut /’nobot/ adv, N Eng no more than; only (he’s ~ a lad) (ME 
no but, fr no (adv) but] 

nobalium /nohlseeli-am/ n an artificially produced radioactive metallic 
element periodic table [NL, fr Alfred Nobel tl896 Sw manufac- 
turer, inventor, & philanthropist] 

.Nobai 'priza /noh'bel/ n any of various annual prizes established by the 
will of Alfred Nobel for the encouragement of people who work for the 
interests of humanity (e g in the fields of peace, literature, medicine, and 
physics) 
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nobility /noh'bibti/ n 1 being noble 2 sing or pi in constr the people 
making up a noble class [ME nobilite, fr MF nobilite, fr L nobihtat-, 
nobililas, fr nobilis] 

'nobio /'nohbl/ adj la gracious and dignified in character or bearing b 
famous, notable <a ^ victory} 2 of or being high birth or exalted rank 
3 of fine quality, excellent <a ^ vintage} 4 imposing, stately 5 having 
or showing a magnanimous character or high ideals <a ~ deed} [ME, 
fr OF, fr L nobilis knowable, well known, noble, fr noscere to come to 
know - more at know] - nobleness /i, nobly /'nohbli/ adv 
^noble n 1 a person of noble rank or birth 2 a former English gold com 
worth £VS 

noble gas n any of a group of gaseous elements that react only slightly 
with other elements and include helium, neon, argon, krypton, xenon, and 
radon 

'nobleman /-man/, fern 'noble, woman n a man of noble rank 
noblesse /noh'bles, no-/ n sing or pi in constr the members of the 
(French) nobility [ME, fr OF noblesce, fr noble] 
noblesse oblige /.nohbles o'bleezh, no-/ n the obligation of honourable 
and responsible behaviour associated with high rank [F, lit , nobility 
obligates] 

'nobody /'nohbadi, -,bodi/ pron not anybody <- likes me} 

‘nobody n a person of no influence or consequence 
'nock /nok/ /i 1 a notch cut at the end of an archer's bow to hold the 
stnng 2 (the strengthened part of an arrow carrying) a notch into which 
the bowstnng fits [ME nocke notched tip on the end of a bow; akin to 
MD nocke summit, tip, L nux nut - more at nut] 

‘nock vt to make a niKk in (e g a bow or arrow), also to fit (e g a bowstnng) 
into or by means of a nock 

,no-'claim .bonjis. .no-'claims .bonus n. Br a discount allowed in (motor) 
insurance pre'miunis '.sheu no claim has been made under the policy m 
previous years 

noct', nocti*, nocto- comb form night <inoc\ambulatinn} <noctuma/> [L 
ruKt-, nocth, fr noct-. nox - more at NUiHr] 

noctule /'noktyoohl/ n a large Eurasian rcddish-brown insect-eating bat 
[prob fr NL mKtula, specific epithet, fr LL, small owl, dim of L noctua 
owl] 

nocturnal /nok'tuhni/ adj 1 of or (jccurnng in the night 2 active at 
night <a - predator} [MF or LL. MF, fr LL noctumalis, fr L noctumus 
of night, niKtumal, fr noct-, nox night] - nocturnally adv 
nocturne /noktuhn/ n a work of art dealing with evening or night, esp 
a dreamy pensive composition for the piano [F, adj, nocturnal, fr L 
noctumus] 

nocuous /'nokyoo oa/ adj harmful, noxious [L nocuus, fr nocere to 
harm - more at noxious] - nocuously adv 
'nod /nod/ vb -dd- vi 1 to make a short downward movement of the head 
(eg in assent or greeting) 2 to bend or sway gently downwards or 
forwards 3a to become drowsy or sleepy in front of the fire} b to 
make a slip or error in a moment of inattention <even Homer sometimes 
-- s) — V/ 1 to incline (e g the head) in a quick downward movement 2 
to express by a nod < ded their approval} (ME nodden, akin to OHG 
hnoton to shake, L cmis ashes - more at incineratf] - nodder n 
‘nod II 1 (an instance oO nodding 2 an unconsidered indication of 
agreement, approval, etc - infml i^the motion went through on the > 
nodding /'nodmg/ adj 1 pendulous or drooping <a plant with 
/lowers} 2 casual, superficial <a acquaintance with French} 
noddle /'nodi/ n a person's head - infml [ME nodle back of the head 
or neck] 

noddy /nodi/ n any of several stout-bodied terns of warm seas [prob 
short for obs noddypoll, alter, of hoddypoll (fumbling inept person)] 
node /nohd/ n 1 a thickening or swelling (e g of a rheumatic joint) 2 
either of the 2 points where the orbit of a a planet or comet intersects the 
ecliptic SYMBOL b an earth satellite crosses the plane of the equator 
3a a point on a stem at which I or more leaves are attached b a point 
at which a curve intersects itself 4 a point, line, etc of a vibrating body 
at which vibration is at a minimum [L nodus knot, node - more at 'net] 
- nodal adj, nodally adv 

.node of 'Ranvier /'ranvia, 'ronhvi,ay/ n a constnction in the myelin 
sheath of a myelinated nerve fibre (Louis Ranvier tl922 F histologist] 
nodical /nodikl, 'noh-/ adj of astronomical nodes 
nod off vi to fall asleep, esp unintentionally 
nodoaa /nohdohs. -'-/ adj having (conspicuous) protuberances [L nodo- 
sus, fr nodus] - nodoaity /-'dosati/ n 

nodule /nodyoohl/ n a small rounded mass: e g a a small rounded lump 
of a mineral or mineral aggregate b a swelling on the root of a leguminous 
plant (e g clover) containing symbiotic bacteria that convert atmosphenc 


nitrogen into a form in which it can be used by the plant [L nodulus, dim. 
of mxius] - nodular adj, nodulated /nodyoo.laytid/ adj, nodulatiou 
/-■laysh(a)n/ n 

nodus /nohdas/ n. pi nodi /-die, -di/ a difficult or complex situation [L, 
knot, node] 

Noel, Noel /noh'el/ n the Chnstmas season [F noc! Christmas, carol, fr 
L natalis birthday, fr natalis natal] 
noes /nohz/ pi of no 

noetic /noh'ctik/ adj of or based on the intellect [Gk noetikos intellec- 
tual, fr noein to think, fr nous mind] 
nog /nog/ n (an) eggnog 

noggin /'nogm/ n 1 a small mug or cup 2 a small measure of spints, 
usu 0 142 litres (^pt) 3 a person's head - infml (ongin unknown] 
no-go /.noh 'goh/ adj having prohibited or restneted access <a ^ military 
zone} 

Noh /noh/ n No 

no-hoper /.noh ‘hohpa/ n, chiefly Austr one who has no chance of 
success - infml 

nohow /'noh.how/ adv in no way, not at all - chiefly dial or humor 
'noise /noyz/ n 1 loud confused shouting or outcry 2a a (harsh or 
unwanted) sound b unwanted signals or fluctuations in an clectncal 
circuit c irrelevant or meaningless information occurnng with desired 
information in the output of a computer 3 a usu trite remark of a specified 
type - usu pi (made sympathetic - s> [ME. fr OF, smfc, quarrel, noise, 
fr L nausea nausea] - noiseless adj. noiselessly adv 
‘noise vt to spread by gossip or hearsay usu + about or abroad 
noisette /nwah'zet {Fr nwazi t)/ n a small round thick boneless slice of 
lamb or other meat — 2/ mfat [F, hazel nut, fr MF. fr OF, dim of nois, 
nois nut, fr L nuc-, nux] 

noisome /'noys(3)m/ adj repellent, offensive - fml [ME noysome, fr noy 
annoyance, fr OF enui, anoi - more at enni i] - noisomely adv, noisome- 
ficss n 

noisy /'noyzi/ adj 1 making noise 2 full of or charactenzed by noise - 
noisily adv, noisiness n 

noli me tangere/,nohli may 'tang garay/ n a warning against touching 
or interference [L, do not touch me] 

nolle prosequi /.noli 'prosikwie/ n an entry on the record of a legal 
action stating that the prosecutor or plaintiff will not proceed with part 
or all of his suit or prosecution [L, to be unwilling to pursue] 
nomad /nohmad/ n 1 a member of a people that wanders from place 
to place, usu seasonally and within a well-defined territory 2 one who 
wanders aimles.sly from place to place [L nomad-, nomas member of a 
wandering pastoral people, fr Gk, fr nemcin to distnbutc, pasture - more 
at nimbi.e] - nomad adj, nomadism n, nomadic /-'madik/ adj 
'no-, man's-, land n la an area of waste or unclaimed land b an 
unoccupied area between opposing armies 2 an area of anomalous, 
ambiguous, or indefinite character 

nom de plume /.nom dc 'ploohm/ n. pi noms dc plume /--/a 
pseudonym under which an author wntes [F nom name de of ^ plume 
pen] 

nomen /'nohman, -men/ n. pi nomina /nomina/ the second of the 3 
names that an ancient Roman usu had [L nomin-, nomen name - more 
at name] 

nomenclature /no'menklacha/ n 1 a name, designation 2 (an instance 
oO naming, esp within a particular system 3 a system of terms used in 
a particular science, discipline, or art [L nomenclatura calling by name, 
list of names, fr nomen ^ calatus, pp of calare to call - more at ‘low] - 
nomenclatural /-'klaycharal/ adj 

'nominal /nominl/ adj 1 of or being a nominal 2 of or constituting a 
name 3a being sthg in name only - compare titular 1 b assigned as a 
convenient approximation (e g to an actual weight or size) c negligible, 
insignificant (a ^ rent} [ME nominalle, fr ML nominalis, fr L, of a 
name, fr nomin-. nomen name] - nominally adv 
‘nominal n a word (group) functioning as a noun 
'nominal, ism /-,iz(a)m/n a theory that abstract things and general ideas 
are mere names and have no independent reality inside or outside the 
mind - nominalist n, nominalist, nominalistic /-'istik/ adj 
nominate /'nommayt/ vt 1 to designate, specify 2a to appoint or 
recommend for appointment b to propose for an honour, award, or 
candidature [L nominatus, pp of aommare, fr nomin-, nomen name] - 
nominator n, nominee /-'nee/ n, nomination /-'naysh(9)n/ n 
nominative /nominativ/ adj 1 of or being the grammatical case 
expressing the subject of a verb 2 nominated [fr the traditional use of the 
nominative form in naming a noun] - nominative n 
nomogram /nom3,gram, noh-/ , nomograph /-.grahf, -.graf/ n a graphic 
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representation that consists of several lines marked off to scale and 
arranged in such a way that by using a straightedge to connect known 
values on 2 Imes an unknown value can be read at the point of intersection 
with another line [Gk nomos law 4 ISV -gram - more at nimble] - 
nomographic /-'grafik/ adj, nomography /-'mografi/ n 
no more conj neither 0e can't go and ~ can /> 

-nomy /-nami/ comb form (- n) 1 system of laws or principles 
governing a (specified) field; science of <ag/ionomy)<asrronomy) 2 
management (economy) 3 government, rule <azi/onomy> (ME -nomie, 
fr OF, fr L -nomia, fr Gk, fr nemetn to distnbute] 
non- /non-/ prefix 1 " not. reverse of, absence of 
(jionconformityy (nempayment^ (noncjrisfence) \nonalcoholic} 2 fail- 
ure to be; refraining from (nonsmoker) (non viofenf) (nonappeara/icc) 3 
lackuig the usual charactenstics of the thing specified 
(noneven/) (nonappearance} 4 proof against, designed to avoid 
(nonsrick) (non-iron) (jionflammabley [ME, fr MF, fr L non not, fr OL 
noenum, fr ne- not 4 - oinom, neut of omos one - more at no, one] 
nonage /'nohnij, 'nonij/ n a penod or state of youth or immaturity (ME, 
fr MF. fr non- + age] 

nonagenarian /.nohnaji'neanon, ,nona-/ n a person between 90 and 99 
years old (L nonagenanus containing ninety, fr nonageni ninety each, fr 
nonaginta ninety, fr nona- (akin to novem nine) 4 - -gwta (akin to \ngintt 
twenty) - more at nine, vigesimal] - nonagenarian adj ^ 
nonagon /nonagan/ n a polygon of 9 angles and 9 sides — ^ ma 1 11 
EMAT1CS [L nonus ninth 4 ^ E -gon - more at noon] 
nonalignad /.nona'liend/ adj not allied with other nations, esp any of 
the great powers - nonalignment n 

nonarraatabla offence n an offence for which a warrant is required 
before an arrest can be made law 

nonce /nons/ n the present occasion, time, or purpose (for the '^ ) (a 
word) [ME nanes, alter, (by incorrect division of then anes in such 
phrases as to then anes for the one purpose) of anes one purpose, irreg 
fr an one. fr OE an] 

nonchalant /nonshalant/ adj giving an impression of easy unconcern 
or indifference [F, fr OF, fr pip of nonchaJoir to disregard, fr non- + 
cha! m to concern, fr L calere to be warm - more at lee] - nonchalance 
/-bns/ n, nonchalantly adv 

noncombatant /non'komb3t(a)nt, -k3m'bat(a)nt/ n a civilian, army 
chaplain, etc who does not engage in combat - noncombatant adj 
,noncom,mi8aionad 'officer /-nonk3'mish(9)nd/ n a subordinate 
officer (e g a sergeant) in the armed forces appointed from among the 
personnel who do not hold a commission 

.noncom'mittal /-ka'mitl/ adj giving no clear indication of attitude or 
feeling > noncommittally adv 

non compos mantis /.non .kompos 'mentis/ adj not of sound mind (L, 
lit., not having mastery of one’s mind] 

.noncon'ductor /-kan'dukta/ n a substance that conducts heat, elec- 
triaty, etc only very slightly under normal conditions 
.noncon'formist /-kan'fawmist/ n 1 often cap a person who does not 
conform to an established church, specif a member of a Protestant body 
separated from the Church of England 2 one who does not conform to 
a generally accepted pattern of thought or behaviour - nonconformism 
n. often cap» nonconformist adj, often cap 

.noncon'formity /-kan'fawmati/ n 1 refusal to conform to an estab- 
lished creed, rule, or practice 2 absence of correspondence or agree- 
ment 

,nonco,ops'ration /-koh.opa'raysh(3)n/ n refusal to cooperate, specif 
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE - noncoopemtionisC n, noncooperatlve 
/•koh'op(3)r3tiv/ adj, noncooperator /-koh'op3,raytd/ n 
nondescript /'nondisknpt/ adj 1 (apparently) belonging to no particu- 
lar class or kind 2 lacking distinctive or interesting qualities, dull [non- 
+ L desenptus, pp of deaenbere to desenbe] - noDdcacript n 
nondrying oil /.non'dne-ing/ n a highly saturated oil (e g olive oil) that 
is unable to solidify when exposed in a thin film to air 
'none /nun/ pron, pi none 1 not any; no part or thing (^ of the money 
is aiming) of the telephones are working) 2 not one person; nobody 
(rf's other than Tom) (•^^ but a foot) 3 not any such thing or person 
(a bad film is better than ^ at alt) [ME, fr OE nan, fr ne not f an one 
- more at no, one] 

*none adv 1 by no means; not at all ('-^ too soon to begin) 2 in no way, 
to no extent ^ the worse for wear) 

*none /nohn/ n, often cap the fifth of the canonical hours that was orig 
fixed for 3 pm [LL nona, fr L, 9th hour of the day from sunrise - more 
at noon] 

nonentity /no'nentiti/ n 1 sthg that does not exist or exists only in the 


imagination 2 nonexistence 3 sby or sthg of little importance or inter- 
est 

nones /nohn?/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the 9th day before the ides 
according to ancient Roman reckoning 2 often cap 'none [ME nonys, 
fr L nonae, fr fern pi of nonus ninth] 

nonesuch also nonsuch /*nun,such/ n a person or thing without an 
equal, a paragon - nonesuch adj 
nonetheless /.nundha'Ics/ adv nevertheless 

,non-eu'clidean adj, often cap E not assuming or in accordance with all 
of Euclid’s postulates ( - geometry) 

nonevent /.nom'vent/ n an event that is (unexpectedly) dull or inconse- 
quential 

.nonfeasance /-‘feez(a)ns/ n failure to act [non- 4 obs feasance (doing, 
execution), fr AF fesance, fr MF faisante act, fr OF, fr fais-, stem of faire 
to make, do, fr L facere] 

.non'ferrous A'feras/ adj of or being a metal other than or not contain- 
ing iron 

.non'flammable /-'Hamobl/ adj difTicult or impossible to set alight 
nonflammability n 

.nonin'ductive /-m'duktiv/ adj not inductive, esp having negligible 
elect ncal inductance 

.noninter'vention /-inU'vensh(3)n/ n the state or policy of not inter- 
vening - noninterventionist n or adj 
.noni'onic Aie'onik/ adj not ionic, esp, of a detergent not dependent on 
a surface-active anion for effect 

.non'joinder /-'joynds/ n failure to include a necessary party m a legal 
action 

.non'juring /-‘jooonng/ adj being a nonjuror [non- * L jurare to swear 
- more at jury] 

.non'juror /-'jooara/ n a person refusing to take an oath, specif a member 
of the clergy in Bntain who refused to take an oath of allegiance 
after 1688 

.non'metal /-'metl/ n a chemical clement (e g boron or carbon) that is 
not a metal - nonmetallic /-mi'talik/ 

.non'nuclear /-'nyoohkli d/ adj not having or using nuclear power or 
weapons (a ^ country) 

no-nonsense /.noh 'nons(D)ns/ adj I serious, businesslike 2 without 
tnfles or fnlls 

nonpareil /'nonpsrel, .nonp^rayl/ n or adj (Hby or sthg) having no equal 
[adj MF, fr non- + pare// equal, fr (a.ssumed) VL panculus, fr L par equal, 
n fr adj] 

nonplus Anon'plus/ vt -ss- (NAm -s-, -ss-) to perplex or disconcert 
[nonplus, n (quandary), fr L non plus no more] 

.non'poiar /-'pohb/ adj not polar, esp not having or requinng the 
presence of elect ncal poles 

,nonpro'ductive /-pra'duktiv/ adj 1 failing to produce or yield 2 of a 
cough dry - nouproductiveness n 

,nonpro,life'ration Apr3,lifa'raysh(3)n/ adj or n (providing for) the 
stoppage of proliferation (c g of nuclear weapons) 
.non.represen'tational /-,repnzen'taysh(3)nl/ adj not representing a 
natural or actual object, figure, etc (>^ art) - nonrepresenUtionsl- 
ism n 

.non'resident A'rezid(a)nt/ adj not residing in a particular place (e g a 
hotel) - nonresident n, nonresidence, nonresidency n 
,nonre'sistance /-n'zist(a)ns/ n passive submission to authonty; also 
the pnnciple of not resisting violence by force 

.nonre'turnable /-n'tuhnabi/ adj not returnable (to a dealer in 
exchange for a deposit) (-^ bottles) 

.non'rigid A'njid/ adj maintaining form by pressure of contained gas (a 
~ airship) [non- 4 rigid] - nonrigidity /-n'jidati/ n 
,nonse'cretor Asi'krceta/ n a person of blood group A. B. or AB who 
does not secrete the corresponding antigen in bodily fluids (e g saliva) 
.nonssc'tarlan /-sek'teon-an/ adj not afflliated with or restricted to a 
particular religious sect or denomination 

nonsansa /'nonsans/ n la meaningless, words or language b (an 
instance oO foolish or absurd language, conduct, or thought 2 fnvolous 
or insolent behaviour 3 - used intei^ectiaaally to express forceful dis- 
agreement - nonsensical /-'sensikl/ adj, nonsensically adv, nonsensical- 
ness n 

'nonsar^aa ,varsa n humorous or whimsically absurd verse 
non saquitur /.non 'sekwita/ n 1 a conclusion that does not follow from 
the premise: 2 a statement that does not follow logically from anything 
previously said [L. it does not follow] 

.non'skid /-'skid/ adj, of a tyre or road designed or equipped to prevent 
skidding 
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.non'slip /-'slip/ adj designed to reduce or prevent slipping 
.non'standard /'standad/ adj not conforming in pronunciation, gram- 
matical construction, idiom, or word choice to accepted usage - compare 
SI1BS1ANOARD [noN- « SIANDARD] 

.non'starter A'stahta/ n sby or sthg that is sure to fail or prove 
impracticable (non- ^ siartf.r] 

.non'stick /-'stik/ adj having or being a surface that prevents adherence 
of food during cooking ['stick] 

.non'stop /-'stop/ adj done or made without a stop - nonstop adv 
nonsuch /’nun.such/ n a nonesuch 

.non'suit /-'sooht/ n a judgment against a plaintiff for failure to pros- 
ecute. or inability to establish, a case (ME, fr AF nounsuyte, fr noun- 
non- + OF swte following, pursuit - more at suir) - nonsuit vt 
.non'trivial /-'tnvi-al/ adj of or being a solution to an equation in which 
at least I unknown value is not equal to zero (non- *■ trivial] 
non troppo /.non 'tropoh/ adv or adj without excess - used in music (It, 
lit , not i(H) much] 

,non-'U /'yooh/ adj not charactcnstic of the upper classes 
.non'union /-'yoohnyan/ adj not belonging to or connected with a trade 
union plumhen>y(a - joby 

.non'violence /-‘vie abns/ n 1 refraining from violence on moral 
grounds 2 passive resistance or peaceful demonstration for political ends 
- nonviolent adj, nonviolently adv 
.non'white /-‘wici/ n or adj (one who is) not Caucasian 
.non'zero /-'zinroh/ adj not zero, cither positive or negative 
Moodle / noohdl/ n a silly or foolish person - humor (perh alter of 
noddle] 

’noodle n a narrow flat ribbon of pasta made with egg (G nudel] 
nook /nook/ n a small secluded or sheltered place or part (ME noke, 
nok] 

noon / n(X)hn/ n 1 noon, noonday the middle of the day. midday 2 the 
highest or culminating point (ME. fr OE non ninth hour from sunrise, 
fr L nona, fr tern ol nanus ninth, akin to L novem nine - more at 
ninfJ 

'no .one pron nobody 

'noose /noohs/ n a loop with a running knot that tightens as the rope is 
pulled (prob fr Prov nous knot, fr L mxlus ■ more at 'net] 

’noose vt 1 to secure by a miose 2 to make a noose in or of 
Nootka /'iiotMka, 'noohtka/ n, pi Nootkas, esp collectively NooCka a 
member, or the language, of a people of Vancouver Island and NW 
Washington 

nopal /'nohpl/ n (a plant related to) a cactus similar to the pnckly pear, 
cultivated in Mexico as f(^ for the cochineal insect [Sp, fr Nahuatl 
nopalli] 

nope /nohp/ adv, chiefly NAm no - infml [by alter ] 
nor /naw/ conj 1 - used to join 2 sentence elements of the same class or 
function (^neither here ^ there} inot done by you me anyone} 2 
also not, neither (it didn’t seem hard, ^ was it} (ME, contr of nother 
neither, nor. fr nother, pron & adj, neither - more at neither] 
nor' /naw, na-/ n north - often in combination ('^-easier} 
noradrenalin, noradrenaline /.nora'drenalin/ a compound from which 
adrenalin is formed in the body and which is the major neurotransmitter 
released from the nerve endings of the sympathetic nervous system [ISV 
nor- (a compound derived from another by replacing 1 or more methyl 
groups with hydrogen atoms, fr normal) f adrenalin, adrenaline] 
'Nordic /'nawdik/ adj 1 of a tall, fair, longheaded, blue-eyed physical type 
charactenstic of the Germanic peoples of N Europe, esp Scandinavia 2 
of competitive ski events consisting of ski jumping and cross-country 
racing - compare alpine 3 (F nordique, fr nord north, fr OE north] 
’Nordic n a person of Nordic physical type or of a supposcv Nordic 
division of the Caucasian race, esp one from N Europe 
norepinephrine /.norcpi'ncfnn, .non'pinafnn/ n, chiefly NAm nor- 
adrenalin [nor- (as in noradrenalin) < epinephnne] 

Norfolk Jacket /'na^ak/ n a man's scmifitted belted single-breasted 
jacket with box pleats garment [Norfolk, county of England] 
norm /nawm/ n 1 an authontative standard; a model 2 a principle of 
correctness that is binding upon the members of a group, and serves to 
regulate action and judgment 3 the average eg a a set standard of 
development or achievement, usu denved from the average achievement 
of a large group b a pattern typical of a social group [L norma, lit , 
carpenter's square] 

'normal /nawml/ adj 1 perpendicular 1 2 conforming to or constitut- 
ing a norm, rule, or pnnciple 3 occurnng naturally <'« immunity} 4a 
having average intelligence or development b free from mental disorder 
Sofa solution having a concentration of 1 gram equivalent weight of a 


solute in 1 1 6 of. involving, or being a normal curve or normal distnbution 
(L normalis, fr norma carpenter’s square] - normally /"nawml-i/ adv, 
normalcy /-si/, normality /-'malati/ n 
’normal n 1 a line that is normal 2 sby or sthg that is normal 
normal curve n the symmetneal bell-shaped curve of a normal distnbu- 
tion 

normal distribution n a frequency distnbution whose graph is a 
standard symmetneal bell-shaped curve statistics 
normal-ize, -ise /'nawml.iez/ vt to make normal - normalizable adj, 
normalization /-'zayshfajn/ n 

Norman /nawman/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Norm^pdy. e g a any 
of the Scandinavian conquerors of Normandy in the 10th c b any of the 
Norman-French conquerors of England in 1066 2 Norman, Nonnaa- 
French the French language of the medieval Normans 3 a style of 
architecture characten^, esp in its English form, by semicircular arches 
and heavy pillars church (ME, fr OF Normant, fr ON 

Northmann-. Northmathr Norseman, fr northr north i mann-, mathr 
man] - Norman adj 

normative /‘nawmativ/ adj serving as or prescnbing a norm (F nor- 
matif, fr norme norm, fr L norma] - normadvely adv, nonnntiva- 
ness n 

Norn /nawn/ n any of the 3 Norse goddesses of fate (ON] 

'Norse /naws/ n 1 p/ /n consrr Scandinavians; spec// Norwegians 2a the 
(older forms of the) language of Norway b north oermanic 
1 ANGUAGL [prob fr obs D noorsch, adj, Norwegian, Scandinavian, alter, 
of obs D noordsch northern, fr D noord north; akin to OE north] 
’Norse adj Scandinavian, esp of ancient Scandinavia or Norway 
'Norseman /-man/ n, pi Norsemen /-man/ a native or inhabiUnt of 
ancient Scandinavia 

'north /nawth/ adj or adv towards, at, belonging to, or coming from the 
north (ME, fr OE, akin to OHG nord north, Gk nerteros lower, 
infernal] 

’north n 1 (the compass point corresponding to) the direction of the north 
terrestnal pole 2 often cap regions or countnes lying to the north of a 
specified or implied point of onentation - northward /-.wood/ adv, arjj, 
or n, northwards adv 

'.north'east /-’cest/ adj or adv towards, at, belonging to, or coming from 
the northeast 

’north'east n 1 (the general direction corresponding to) the compass 
point midway between north and east 2 often cap regions or countries 
lying to the northeast of a specified or implied point of orientation - 
northeastward /-wood/ adv, adj, or n, northeastwards adv 
'northeasterly /-'eestali/ or adv northeast [^northeast ^ -crly (as in 
easterly )j 

’northeasterly, ^mrth'easter /-'eesta/ n a wind from the northeast 
.north'eastern /-'ecst(a)n/ adj 1 often cap (charactenstic) of a region 
coiwentionally designated Northeast 2 northeast [^northeast + -cm (as 
in eastern)] - northeastemroost /-.mohst/ adj 
'northerly /'nawdhali/ adj or adv north [^north ♦ -erly (as in 
easterly)] 

’northerly n a wind from the north 

northern Anawdhdn/ adj 1 often cap (charactenstic) of a region conven- 
tionally designated North 2 north [ME northeme, fr OE; akm to OHO 
nordroni northern, OE north north] - nortbemmoat adj 
Northerner /’nawdhana/ n a native or inhabitant of the North 
.northern 'lights n pi aurora borealis 

.North Qer'manic n a group of Germanic languages composing the 
Scandinavian languages including Icelandic and Faroese 
northing Anawthing/ n 1 distance due north in latitude from tbs 
preceding point of measurement 2 northerly progress 
'northland /-bnd, -.land/ n, often cap land in the north, the north of a 
country - poetic 

'Northman /-man/ n. pi Northmen /-man/ a Norseman 
,north-,north'aast n the compass point midway between north and 
northeast 

,north-,north'west n the compass point midway between north and 
northwest 

.north 'pole n la often cap NAP the northernmost point of the rotatiosal 
axis of the earth or another celestial body b the northemmost point on 
the celestial sphere, about which the stars seem to revolve 2 the north- 
ward-pointing pole of a magnet 
North Star n pole star 

'Northumbrian /naw'thumbn-an/ adj (charactenstic) of ancient or 
modem Northumbria or Northumberland [obs Northumber (inhabittnt 
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of England north of the river Humber), fr ME Northhumbre, fr OE 
Northhymbre, plj 

^Northumbrian n 1 a native or inhabitant of Northumbna or North- 
umberland 2 the English dialect of ancient or modern Northumbria 
\north'wast /-'west/ adj or adv towards, at, belonging to. or coming 
from the northwest 

’.north'west n 1 (the general direction corresponding to) the compass 
point midway between north and west 2 often cap regions or countries 
lying to the northwest of a specified or implied point of onentation - 
northwestward adv, adj. or n, northwestwards adv 
\north'we 8 terly/-'wcstpli/ad 7 or at/v northwest I northwest + -er/y(as 
in westerly)] 

‘.north'westerly, northwester /-'west a/ n a wind from the northwest 
.north'westarn /-'west(a)n/ adj 1 often cap (charactenstic) of a region 
conventionally designated Northwest 2 northwest [’northwest ♦ -em (as 
in wesreni)] 

Norwegia^n /naw'weepn/ n a native or inhabitant or the language of 
Norway languaof (ML Norvegm, Norwegta Norway, country of 
N Europe] - Norwegian adj 
nor 'y®t conj and also not 

nos-, noso- comb form disease <noso/i)^>'> [Gk, fr no-sos] 

'nose /nohz/ n la the part of the face that bears the nostrils and covers 
the front part of the nasal cavity (together with the nasal cavity itselO 
3“ NERVE b the front part of the head above or projecting beyond the 
mouth; a snout, muzzle 2a the sense or (vertebrate) organ of smell b 
aroma, bouquet 3 the projecting part or front end of sthg - plight 
4a the nose as a symbol of undue curiosity or interference b a knack for 
detecting what is latent or concealed [ME. fr OE nosu, akin to OE nasu 
nose. OHG nasa, L nasus] - through the nose at an exorbitant rate 0ad 
to pay through the nose) 

*nose vt 1 to detect (as lO by smell, scent 2 to push (as if) with the nose 
3 to touch or rub with the nose, nuzzle ^ w 1 to use the nose in 
examining, smelling, etc. to sniff or nuzzle 2a to pry - often * into b to 
search or look inquisitively - usu v about or around 3 to move ahead 
slowl, or cautiously 

'nose ,bag n a bag for feeding a horse or other animal, that covers the 
muzzle and is fastened on top of the head 
'nose, band A, band/ n the part of a bridle that passes over a horse's 
nose 

'nose, bleed /-.bleed/ n an attack of bleeding from the nose 
nosed /nohzd/ adj having a (specified kind oQ nose - usu in combination 
<snub-nosed> 

'nose .dive /i l a downward nose-first plunge of an aircraft or other 
flying object 2 a sudden dramatic drop - nose-dive vb 
'nose.gay /-.gay/ n a small bunch of flowers, a posy ['nose * E dial gay 
(ornament)] 

'nose, piece /-.pees/ n l a piece of armour for protecting the nose 2 the 
end piece of a microscope to which the lens nearest the specimen is 
attached 

nosey Anoh/i/ adj nosy 

'nosh /nosh/ vt to chew, munch — v/ to eat - infml [Yiddish nashn, fr 
MHG naschen to cat on the sly] - nosher n 
*nosh n food (in sufficient quantities for a meal), a meal - infml 
'nosh-, up n, Br a large meal - infml 
,no-'side n full time in rugby 

nosing Anohzing/ n (any of various projections like) the usu rounded 
edge of a stair tread that projects over the nscr ['nose ^ ^-ing] 
noso- “ sec nos- 

nosology /no'sobji/ n (a branch of medical science that deals with) the 
classification of diseases [prob fr NL nosologia, fr nos- + dogia -logy] - 
noeologica], noaologic /.nosa'lojik/ adj, nosologlcaUy adv 
nostalgia /no'stalja/ n 1 homesickness 2 a wistful or excessively 
sentimental yearning for sthg past or irrecoverable [NL, fr Gk nostos 
return home + NL -algur, akin to OE genesan to survive, Skt nasate he 
approaches] ~ nostalgic adj or n, nostalgically adv 
nostoc /'nostok/ n any of a genus of blue-green algae [NL, genus 
name] 

nostril Anostnl, nostral/ n the opening of the nose to the outside 
(together with the adjoining nasal passage) [ME nosethirl, fr OE nos- 
tbyri, fr nosu nose + thyrel hole; akin to OE thurh through] 
nostrum Anostram/ n 1 a medicine of secret composition recommended 
by Its preparer usu without proof of its effectiveness 2 a facile or 
questionable remedy [L, neut of noster our, ours, fr nos we - more 
at us] 


nosy, nosey Anohzi/ adj inquisitive, prying - infml ['nose] - nosily adv, 
nosincss n 

.nosy 'parker /'pahka/ n, Br a busybody - infml [prob fr the name 
ParLerJ 

not /not/ adv 1 - used to negate a word or word group thirstyj 
to complain}, often n't after auxiliary verbs <can’t go} 2 - used to negate 
a preceding word or word group (will it rain? I hope } (are you ready? 
If'-', hurry up} 3 - used to give force to an opposite meaning < without 
reason} a few of us} - compare ^no 2b [ME, alter, of nought, fr 
nought, pron, var of naught - more at naught] - not a not even one - 
not at all - used m answer to thanks or to an apology ('Sony to trouble 
you ' ‘Not at all*’) - not half 1 chiefly Br not nearly <not half long 
enough} 2 very much; totally (didn't half scold us} (‘Are you busy?' 
‘Not half’) - slang 

not-, noto- comb form back (part) (notochord} [NL. fr Gk not-, noto-, 
fr noton, notos back - more at nates] 

nota bene /.nohla 'benay/ mterj ~ used to call attention to sthg 
important [L, mark well] 

notability /.nohta'bibti/ n 1 a notable 2 being notable 
'notable /'nohtabl/ adj 1 worthy of note, remarkable 2 distinguished, 
prominent - notableness n, notably adv 
^notable n 1 a prominent person 2 pi, often cap a group of people 
summoned, esp in France when it was a monarchy, to act as a deliberative 
body 

notarial /.noh'tcan al/ adj of or executed by a notary - notarially 
adv 

notarize, -ise /'nohta.nez/ vt, chiefly NAm to validate as a notary 
public 

notary /'nohtan/, notary public n, pi notaries, notaries public, notary 
publics a public officer appointed to administer oaths and draw up and 
authenticate documents [ME notary clerk, notary public, fr L notanus 
clerk, secretary, fr notanus of shorthand, fr nota note, shorthand charac- 
ter] 

notate /noh'tayt/ vt to put into notation [back-formation fr notation] 
notation /noh’taysh(d)n/ n 1 (a representation of sthg by) a system or 
set of marks, signs, symbols, figures, characters, or abbreviated 
expressions (e g to express technical fads or quantities) music, 
ssMBOL 2 chiefly NAm an annotation, note [L notation-, notatio, fr 
notatus, pp of notare to note] - notational 
'notch /noch/n la a V-shaped indentation b a slit or cut used as a record 
2 a degree, step 3 NAm a deep narrow pass, a gap [perh alter, (by 
incorrect division of an otch) of (assumed) otch, fr MF oche] - notched 
adj 

’notch vt 1 to make a notch in 2a to mark or record (as iQ by a notch 

- often ¥ up h to score or achieve - usu v up 

'note /noht/ vt la to take due or special notice of b to notice, observe 
c to record in wnting 2 to make special mention of, remark [ME noten, 
fr OF noter, fr L notare to mark, note, fr nota] ~ noter n 
’note n la(l) a sound having a definite pitch (2) a call, esp of a bird b 
a wntten symbol used to indicate duration and pitch of a tone by its shape 
and position on the staff 2a a charactenstic feature of smell, flavour, etc 
b a mood or quality 3a a memorandum b(l) a bnef comment or 
explanation (2) a pnnted comment or reference set apart from the text 
c a piece of paper money d(l) a short informal letter (2) a formal 
diplomatic communication e a short essay 4a distinction, reputation b 
observation, notice [L nota mark, character, wntten note] 

'note.book /-.book/ n a book for notes or memoranda 

noted /'nohtid/ adj well-known, famous - notedly adv, notedneaa n 

'note-, row /roh/ n a tone-row 

'note, worthy /-.wuhdhi/ adj worthy of or attracting attention, notable 

- noteworthily adv, noteworthineas n 

'nothing /nuthing/ pro/; 1 not any thing; no thing greasy} ('^ much 
to eat} (eats next to > 2 sthg of no consequence (it means ^ to 
me} (thinks ^ of walking 20 miles} (woufd be ^ without his title} 3 
no truth or value (there's ^ in this rumoitr} - compare for nothing 
[ME, fr OE nan thing, nathing, fr nan no -i- thing - more at none] - like 
nothing on earth 1 severely indisposed or embarrassed 2 grotesque, 
outlandish 

’nothing adv not at all; in no degree like as cold} 

’nothing n la sthg that does not exist b nothingness 2b Isbyorsthg 
of no or shght value or size (whisper sweet s) 

’nothing adj of no account, worthless 

'nothingneaa Anis/ n la nonexistence b utter insignificance 2a a void, 
emptiness b a metaphysical entity opposed to and devoid of being 
pNOTHINO + -ness] 
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'notice /'nobtis/ n la warning of a Future occurrence b notification of 
intention of terminating an agreement at a particular time 2 attention, 
heed 3 a written or pnnted announcement 4 a review (e g of a play) (ME, 
fr MF. acquaintance, fr L notitia knowledge, acquaintance, fr notus 
known, fr pp of nosccre to come to know - more at know] 

’notice vt 1 to comment upon; refer to 2 to take notice of, mark 3 chiefly 
NAm to give a formal notice to 

noticeable /'nohtisabi/ adj 1 worthy of notice 2 capable of being 
noticed, perceptible - noticeably adv 
'notice^, board n, chiefly Br a board on which notices may be (tem- 
poranly) displayed 

notifiable /'nohli.fieabl/ adj, of a disease required by law to be reported 
to official health authorities (notify ) -aiuf] 
notification /,nohtiri'kaysh(a)n/ n 1 (an instance of) notifying 2 sthg 
wntten that gives notice 

notify /'nohti.fie/ vt 1 to give (official) notice to 2 to make known [ME 
notirien, fr MF notitler to make known, fr LL notificare, fr L notus 
known] - notifier n 

notion /’nohsh(3)n/ n la(l) a broad general concept (2) a conception, 
impression {had no of the poem's meaning)^ b a whim or fancy 2 pi, 
chiefly NAm small articles of merchandise (e g haberdashery) [L notion-, 
notio, fr notus, pp of noscerc] 

notional /'nohsh(a)nl/ adj 1 theoretical, speculative 2 existing only in 
the mind, imaginary [notion » ' al] - notionally adv, notionality 
/-'abti/ n 
noto* - see Nor- 

notochord /'nohla.kawd/ n a longitudinal rod that forms the supporting 
axis of the body in the lancelet, lamprey, etc and in the embryos of higher 
vertebrates f/ior- ■ I chorda cord - more at cord] - notochordal 
/-'kawdl/ adj 

notoriety /,noht.Vric ati/ n the quality or state of being notorious [MF 
or ML; MF nolonetc, fr ML notonefat-, notonctas, fr notonus] 
notorious /noh'tawn as/ adj well-known, esp for a specified (unfavour- 
able) quality or trait [MI notonus, fr LL notonum information, indict- 
ment, fr ncut of (assumed) LL notonus making known, fr L notus, pp of 
nosccre to come to know - more at know] - notoriously adv, notorious- 
ness n 

,no-'trump adj being a bid, contract, or hand in bridge suitable to pla> 
without any suit being trumps - no-trump n 
'notwithstanding /.notwidh'standing, -with-/ prep in spite of [ME 
notwithstonding, fr not f mthstonding, prp of withstondcn to with- 
stand] 

’notwithstanding adv nevertheless 
’notwithstanding conj although 

nougat /"nugat, 'nooh.gah/ n a sweetmeat of nuts or fruit pieces in a 
semisolid sugar paste (F. fr Prov, fr OProv nogat, fr noga nut, fr L nuc-, 
mix - more at nut] 

nought /nawl/ n 1 naught 1 2 the arithmetical symbol 0, zero 
.noughts and 'crosses n pi but sing in constr a game in which 2 
players alternately put noughts and crosses in usu 9 square spaces 
arranged in a square in an attempt to get a row of 3 noughts or 3 
crosses 

noumenon /'noohmi.non, 'now-/ n, pi noumena /-no/ the basis of all 
phenomena that according to Kant cannot be directly expenenced but can 
be postulated by reason [G, fr Gk nooumenon that which is apprehended 
by thought, fr ncut of prp pas.sive of noein to think, conceive, fr nous 
mind] - noumenal adj 

noun /nowii/ n a word that is the name of a perstm, place, thing, 
substance, or state and that belongs to 1 of the major form classes in 
grammar [ME nowne, fr AF noun name, noun, fr OF nom, fr L 
- more at namf] 

nourish /'nunsh/ vt 1 to nurture, rear 2 to encourage the growth of, 
foster 3i to provide or sustain with nutnment, feed b to cherish, entertain 
(ME nurishen, fr OF nomss-, stem of nornr, fr L nutnre to suckle, 
nounsh; akin to Gk nan to flow, noteros damp. L narc to swim, Gk nein] 
~ nourisher n, nourishing adj 

'nourishment Amani/ n 1 food, nutnment 2 nourishing or being 
nounshed 

nous /nows/ n 1 mind, reason 2 chiefly Br gumption, common sense 
[Gk noos, nous mind] 

nouveau riche /.noohvoh 'reesh {Fr nuvo n/)/ n, pi nouveaux riches 
Z-^/ sby who has recently become rich (and shows it) [F, lit, new 
rich] 

nouvelle vague /.noohvcl 'vahg (Fr nuvt I vag)/ n, often cap NA V new 
WAVE 1 [F] 


nova /'nohva/ n. pi novas, novae /-vi, -vay/ a previously faint star that 
becomes suddenly very bnght and then fades away to its former obscurity 
over months or years [NI., fern of L novus new] ~ novalike adj 
'novel /'novl/ 1 new and unlike anything previously known 2onginal 
and striking, esp in conception or style [ME, fr MF, new, fr L novellus, 
fr dim of novus new • more al nfw] 

’novel n an invented prose narrative that is usu long and complex and deals 
esp with human experience and scktrI behaviour [It novella] novelist 
n, novelistic /-'istik/ adj 

novelette /.novl'ct/ n a short novel or long short story, often of a 
sentimental nature - novelettish adj 

novella /noVeb/ n, pi novellas also novelle /-li/ a short novel, usu more 
complex than a short story [It, fr fem of novella new, fr L novellus] 
novelty /'nov(3)lti/ n I sthg new and unusual 2 the quality or state of 
being novel 3 a small manufactured often cheap article for personal or 
household adornment [ME novelte, fr MF novelefe, fr novel] 
November /noh'vemba/ n the llth month of the Gregorian calendar 
(ME Novenibrc, fr OF, fr L November (ninth month), fr novem nine - 
more at mni-] 

novena /noh'veena/ n a Roman Catholic 9 days’ devotion of prayers for 
the intercession of a particular saint for a special purpose (ML. fr L, fern 
of nnvenus nine each, fr novem] 

novice / novis/ /I 1 a person admitted to probationary membership of a 
religious community 2 a beginner (ME, fr MF. fr ML novicius, fr L, new, 
inexpenenced, fr novus - more at ni w] 

novitiate /noh'vishi -jyi, na-/ n I (the duration oO the slate of being 
a novice 2 a house where novices are trained [F noviciat, fr ML 
noviciatus, fr novicius] 

'now /now/ ad\ la at the present time b in the immediate past c in the 
time immediately to follow forthwith (come m (br tea'/ 2 - used 

with the sense of present lime weakened or h^t a to introduce an 
imp<jrtant p<iint or indicate a transition < if Rc turn to the next aspect 
of the problem'^ b to express command, request, or warning {oh, come 
don’t squabble',' '' - then, what’s the matter"^/ 3 sometimes 
- linking 2 or more coordinate words or phrases < ^ one and ^ another) 

4 under the changed or unchanged circumstances (he'll never believe me 
- . after w hat happened'^ 5 at the time referred to ( ~ the trouble began) 

6 up to the present or to the time referred to (haven't been for years > 
(ME, fr OF- nu, akin to OHO nu now, L nunc, Gk nyn] 

’now conj in view of the fact that, since that we are here') 

’now n 1 the present time ^been ill up to - > (goodbye for 2 the time 
referred to (by ^ the hints and rumours were fairly thick - The 
Economy t 

nowadays ^'nowa.dayz/ at/v in these modem times, today [ME now a 
dayes. fr < a dayes dunng the day] 

,now and a'gain adv at occasional intervals, from lime to time 
.now and 'then adv now and again 

noway /'noh.way/, noways adv in no way whatever, not at all -- fml 
.no 'way interj, chiefly NAm - used to express forceful refusal, infml 
'nowhere /'noh.weV adv 1 not anywhere 2 to no purpose or result {this 
will get us ~ > 

’nowhere n a nonexistent place 
.nowhere 'near adv not nearly 
'no, wise /-.wic?./ adv noway 

nowt /nowi/ n, N Eng nothing, naught [var of naught] 
noxious /'noksh^s/ adj 1 harmful to living things <-- industrial wastes) 
2 liasiiig a harmful moral influence, unwholesome [L noxius, fr noxa 
harm, akin to L ii'K'erc to harm, nec-, nex violent death, Gk nekros dead 
body] - noxiously adv, noxiousness n 

nozzle /'nozl/ n a projecting part with an opening that usu serves as an 
outlet, esp a short tube with a taper or constnction used on a hose, pipe, 
etc to speed up or direct a flow of fluid [dim of /lose] 

-n't /-nt/ comb form not </sn't'> 

nth /enlh/ adj 1 of or having an unspecified or indefinitely large number 
2 extreme, utmost {to the ^ degree) [n > -th] 

'n-,type a^, of a semiconductor having an excess of electrons - compare 
p-TYPF COMPUUR [ncgativc-rype] 
nu /nycKih/ n the 13th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk ny, of Sem ongin, 
akin to Heb nun, 14th letter of the Hcb alphabet] 
nuance /'nyooh.onhs (Fr n q mis)/ n a subtle distinction or gradation; a 
shade [F. fr MF, shade of colour, fr nuer to make shades of colour, fr nue 
cloud, fr L nubes, akin to Gk nythos dark] - nuanced adj 
nub /nub/ n 1 a knob, lump <a of coal) 2 the gist or crux [alter 

of E dial knub, prob fr LG knubbe] 

nubble /'nubi/ n a small knob or lump [dim. of nub] > nubbly adj 



nub 
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nubile /'n(y)ooh.biel/ adj, of a girl of marriageable age; esp young and 
sexually attractive - often humor [F, fr L nubilis, ft nuberc to marry - 
more at nuptial) - nubility A’bibti/ n 

nuchal /'nyoohk(9)l/ adj of or m (the region oO the nape of the neck [ML 
nucha nape» ft Ar nukha* spinal marrow] 

nude-, nucleo- comb form 1 nucleus <nucleo/i> 2 related to nucleic acid 
(jkUcXtoprotem') (F nucl^, nucleo-, fr NL nucleus] 
nuclear /'nyoohkli-a/ adj 1 of or constituting a nucleus 2 of, using, or 
being the atomic nucleus, atomic energy, the atom bomb, or atomic power 
ENERGY 

.nuclear dis'armament n the reduction or giving up of a country's 
nuclear weapons 

.nuclear 'family n a family unit that consists of husband, wife, and 
children - compare extended family 

nuclear magnetic resonance n the magnetic resonance of an 
atomic nucleus 

nuclease /nyoohldiayz, -ays/ n any of various enzymes that promote 
the breakdown of nucleic acids 

nucleate /'nyoohkli.ayt, -at/ vb to form (into)a nucleus, to cluster [LL 
nucleatus, pp of nudeare to become stony, ft L nucleus] - nucleator n, 
Bucleation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 

'nucleated, nucleate /-at, -,ayt/ adj havmg a nucleus or nuclei < ^ cells') 
[L nucleatus, fr nucleus kernel] 

nu.cleic 'acid /nyooh'kiaytk, *'klee-/ n RNA, DNA, or another acid 
composed of a chain of nucleotide molecules linked to each other 
nuclein /’nyoohkli in/ n a nucleoprotein 

nucleolus /nyooh'klee-alas, .nyoohkh'ohlas/ n, pi nucleoli /-.lie, -li/ a 
spherical body in the nucleus of a cell that is prob the site of the synthesis 
of ribosomes [NL. fr L, dim. of nucleus] - nucleolar adj 
nucleon /'nyoohkh.on/ n a proton or neutron, esp when in the atomic 
nucleus [ISV] - nucleonic /-'onik/ adj 

nucleonics /.nyoohkli'oniks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the physics and 
technical applications of nucleons, the atomic nucleus, or nuclear 
energy 

nucleophile /'nyoohkh*a.riel/ n a substance (e g a negative ion) with an 
aft'inity for atomic nuclei - nucleophilic /-Tilik/ adj, nucleophiliclty 
/-fl'hsati/ n 

nucleoprotein /.nyoohklioh'prohteen/ n a compound of a protein (e g 
a histone) with a nucleic acid (e g DNA), forming the major constituent 
of chromosomes [ISV] 

nucleoside /'nyoohkii-a.sied/ n any of several compounds (e g adenp- 
sine) consisting of a punne or pynmidine base combined with deoxynbo^ 
or nbose and occurnng esp as a constituent of nucleotides [ISV nude- 
4 -ose + -ide] 

nucleotide /'nyoohkli-a.tied/ n any of several compounds that form the 
structural units of RNA and DNA and consist of a nucleoside combined 
with a phosphate group [ISV, irreg fr nude- -ide] 
nucleus /'nyoohkli-as/ n, pi nuclei /-kbje, -kli i/ also nucleuses 1 a 
small bright and dense part of a galaxy or head of a comet 2 a central 
point, mass, etc about which gathenng, concentration, etc takes place, e g 
a a usu round membrane-surrounded cellular organelle containing the 
chromosomes b a (discrete) mass of nerve cells in the brain or spinal cord 
c the positively charged central part of an atom that accounts for nearly 
all of the atomic mass and consists of protons and usu neutrons [NL. fr 
L, kernel, dim. of nuc-, nux nut - more at nut] 
nuclide /nyoohklied/ n an atom with a particular number of protons and 
neutrons in its nucleus [nucleus Gk ados form, species - more at idol] 

- Dnclidic /-'klidik/ adj 

'nude /n(y)oohd/ adj 1 lacking sthg essential to legal validity <a 
contracty 2n without clothing; naked b without natural covenng or 
adornment; bare [L nudus naked - more at naked] - uudely adv, 
nndeoen, nudity n 

*nude A la a representation of a nude human figure b a nude person 2 
the state of being nude </a the 

nudge /nuj/ vr l to touch or push gently; esp to catch the attention of 
by a push of the elbow 2 to move (as iO by pushing gently or slowly [perh 
of Scand origin; akin to ON gnaga to gnaw; akin to OE gnagan to gnaw] 

- nudge 0 

nudibranch /'n(y)oohdi,brangk/ n any of various related shell-less 
marine gastropod molluscs [deriv of L nudus + branchia gill - more at 
branchia] - nudibranch adj, nudibranchiatc /-‘brangi-at, -ayt/ adj 
or n 

nudism /'nooh,diz(3)m, 'nyooh-/ n the cult or practice of going nude as 
much as possible - nudist adj or n 

nugatory /'nyoohg3t(a)ri/ adj 1 trifling, inconsequential 2 inoperative 


USE fml [L nugatonus, fr nugatus, pp of nugart to trifle, fr nugae 
trifles] 

nugget Anugst/ n a solid lump, esp of a precious metal in its natural state 
[perh dim of E dial, nug (lump, block)] 

nuisance /'nyoohs(3)ns/ n 1 (legally actionable) harm or injury 2 an 
annoying or troublesome person or thing [ME nusaunce, ft AF, fr OF 
nuisir to harm, ft L nocere - more at noxious] 
nuke /nyoohk/ vt or n (to destroy with) a nuclear weapon - slang [by 
shortening & alter ] 

'null /nul/ adj 1 having no force in law - esp in null and void 2 amounting 
to nothing; nil 3 without character or distinction 4 of an instrument 
indicating (e g by a zero reading on a scale) when current or voltage is 
zero 5 of or being a method of measurement that uses a null instrument 
[MF nul, lit., not any, fr L nullus, ft nc- not 4 ullus any; akin to L unus 
one - more at no, onf] 

*null n 1 ZERO 3 2a minimum or zero value of an electnc current or of 
a radio signal 

nulla Anub/ n a zero, nought - used in pnnling [alter, of ^null] 
nullah /'nub/ n, Ind a gully, ravine [Hindi nala] 

.null and 'void adj completely invalid 

nulla-nulla /.nub 'nub/, nulla n a hardwocxl club used by Australian 
aborigines [native name in Australia] 

null hypothesis n a statistical hypothesis to be tested and accepted or 
rejected in favour of an alternative 
nullification /,nuliri'kaysh(d)ii/ n nullifying or being nullified 
nullify /’nulifie/ vt 1 to make (legally) null 2 to make worthless, 
unimportant, or inelTective [LL nullificare, fr L nullus] 
nullipara /nu'lipars/ n a female that has not borne offspnng [NL. ft L 
nullus none 4 -para] ~ nulliparous adj 

nullity /'nubti/ n 1 (an act or document charactenzed by) legal invalid- 
ity 2 sthg null ['nuii. -4 -ity] 

numb /num/ adj 1 devoid of sensation, esp as a result of cold or 
anaesthesia 2 devoid of emotion [ME nomen, ft pp of nimen to take, fr 
OE niman - more at nimiilf] - numb vt, numbingly /'numingli/ adv, 
numbly /'numli/ adv, numbness /'numnis/ n 
'number /'numba/ n la(l) a total (2) sing or pi in constr an indefinite, 
usu large, total <a ^ of members were absent) (3) pi a numerous group, 
many, also an instance of numencal supcrionty <tAerc* is safety in -s> 
b(l) any of an ordered set of standard nartH^ or symbols (c g 2, 5, 27th) 
used in counting or in assigning a position in an order, esp naiural 
NUMBER (2) an element (eg 6, -3, \/l) belonging to an 

arithmetical system based on or analogous to the numbers used in 
counting and subject to specific rules of addition, subtraction, and 
multiplication - compare inieolr, rational number, ajMPLLX num- 
ber c pi anthmetic (^teach children their ^s> 2 a distinction of word 
form denoting reference to singular or plural also a set of forms so 
distinguished 3a a word, symbol, letter, or combination of symbols 
representing a number b one or more numerals or digits used to identify 
or designate <a car telephone ) 4a a member of a sequence or 
collection designated by esp consecutive numbers, also an individual or 
Item (e g a single act in a variety show or an issue of a periodical) singled 
out from a group b a position in a numbered sequence 5 a group of 
individuals <Ae is not of our > 6 p/ but sing or pi in constr a form of 
US lottery in which bets arc made on the appearance of a certain 
combination of 3 digits in sets of numbers regularly published in news- 
papers (e g the stock-market receipts) 7a sthg viewed in terms of the 
advantage or enjoyment obtained from it <Aer job is a really cushy 
> {dnves round in a fast little ^ > b an article of esp women's clothing 
^wearing a chic little black --) ca person or individual, esp an attractive 
girl (who’s the blonde over thereT) 8 insight into a person’s motives 
or character (soon had his USE (7^8) infml [ME nombre, fr OF, 
fr L numerus - more at nimblf] - without number innumerable 
’number vt 1 to count 2 to include as part of a whole or total (proud 
to ^ her among my fnends) 3 to restrict to a definite number; limit - 
usu pass (knew his days were ^^ed) 4 tp assign a number to <^cd the 
team members I to Iff) (a road) 5 to compnse in number; total (the 
inhabitants ~ ed I50,00ff) -^vi 1 to be part of a total number <'» s among 
my closest fnends) 2 to call o/f numbers in sequence - numberable 
adj 

.Number '10 a the British government - infml [Number 10, Downing 
Street, official residence in London of the British Pnme Minister] 
.number '8 n the player positioned in the back row of scrum in rugby 
union SPORT 

'numberleee /-lis/ adj innumerable, countless 

.number 'one n 1 sthg that is first in rank, order, or importance /a 
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number<» 


Cardinal numbers 


^eto or nought 

one 

two 

three 

four 

five 

SIK 

seven 

eight 

nine 

ten 

eleven 

twelve 

thirteen 

fourteen 

fifteen 

sixteen 

seventeen 

eighteen 

nineteen 

twenty 

twenty one 

twenty two 

twenty-three 

twenty four 

twenty five 

twenty six 

twenty seven 

twenty-eight 

twenty nine 

thirty 

thirty-ono 


SYMBOL 2 
Arabic Roman^ 
0 


Ordinal numbers 

NAME 

first 

second 

third 

fourth 

fifth 

sixth 

seventh 

eighth 

ninth 

tenth 

eleventh 

twelfth 

thirteenth 

fourteenth 

fifteenth 

sixteenth 

seventeenth 

eighteenth 

nineteenth 

twentieth 

twenty first 

twenty second 

twenty-third 

twenty fourth 

twenty-fifth 

twenty-six 

twenty seventh 

twenty eighth 

twenty ninth 

thirtieth 

thirty first 

thirty second etc 

fortieth 


1st 

2d or 2nd 
3d or 3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
1 1th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15lh 
16th 
r7th 

18th 

19th 

20th 

21st 

22d or 22nd 

23d or 23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th 

2 7th 

28th 

29th 

30th 

31st 

32d or 32nd 
40th 


thirty two etc. 

32 

XXXII 

forty-first 

41st 

forty 

40 

XL 

forty second etc 

42d or 42nd 

forty-onu etc 

41 

XU 

fiftieth 

50th 

fifty 

bO 

L 

sixtieth 

60th 

Sixty 

bO 

LX 

seventieth 

70th 

seventy 

70 

LXX 

eightieth 

80lh 

eighty 

80 

IXXX 

ninettetfr 

90th 

ninety 

90 

XC 

hundredth or or^e hundredth 

100th 

one hundred 

100 

C 

hundred and first or 

101st 

ono hundred and one 

101 

Cl 

one hundred and first 


or one hundred one 



hundred and second etc 

102d or 102nd 

one hundred aruf two 



two hundredth 

200th 

etc 

10? 

Cll 

three hundredth 

300lh 

two hundred 

200 

cc 

four hundredth 

400th 

three hundred 

300 

ccc 

five hundredth 

600th 

four frundred 

400 

CD 

SIX hundredth 

600th 

five hundred 

500 

D 

seven hundredth 

700th 

SIX hundred 

600 

DC 

eight hundredth 

800th 

seven hundred 

;oo 

DCC 

nine hundredth 

900th 

eight hundred 

800 

DCCC 

thousandth or ono tfiousandth 

nine hundred 

900 

CM 

1 ,000th or 1 000th 

one thousand or 



two thousandth etc 


ten hundred etc 



2,000th or 2 OOOi . 

1 ,000 or 

1 000 

M 

ten thousandth 


two thousand etc. 



10 000th or 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2.000 or 2 000 

MM 

hundred thousandth or one hundred 

five thousand 5,000 or b 000 

V 

thnusaridth 100,000th or 100 OOOi’i 

ten thousand 1 0,000 or 1 0 000 

X 

millionth or one millionth 



one hundred thousand 

1 000.000 or 1 00 000 C 

ono million 

1 .000 000 or 1 000 000 
one gillion 

British system lO** or one thousand million 
one billion 

Old British system 10'^ or one million million 
American system' 10'* or oni? thousand 
million 
one trillion 

British system 10’“ or one million million 
million 

American system 10’' or one million million 
one quadrillion 

British system 1 0 * or one million million 
million million 

American system 10’’ or ono thousand 
million million 


t The Amoricait system is now ipplanng the 
British in this case 

1 Arabic numerals from 1 ,000 to 9,999 are 
often written without commas or spaces 
(1000. 9999) Year numbers are always 
written without commas (1783) 

2 The Roman numerals are written either m 
capitals or m lower case letters (VIII or 

Vlll) 

3 The Arabic symbols for the cardinal numbers 
may be read as ordinals in certain contexts 
(January 1 January first, 2 Samuel - 
Second Samuel) The Roman numerals are 
sometimes read as ordinals (Henry IV 
Henry the Fourth), sometimes they are 
written with the ordinal suffixes (XiXth 
dynasty) 


1,000,000th or 1 000 000th 


Magic squares 

In a magic square the numbers in each row, 
column, and diagonal add up to the same total: 

1 5 for the smaller square and 34 for the larger 
one In the larger magic square, any smaller 

2 by 2 square contains 4 numbers that also 

add up to 34 . ■ — i i i 
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6 

3 

10 

IS 

9 

16 

5 

4 

7 

2 

11 

14 

12 

13 

8 

1 


Prime numbers (2, 3, 5, 7. 1 1. 13. 1 7. 

19 ) 

A prime number is one that only gives a whole 
number when divided by 1 or itself but leaves a 
remainder when divided by any other number 

Rational ruimbers (all the whole numbers and 
fractions such as 11^,'^) 

A rational number is any number produced by 
dividing any whole number by any other whole 
number 

Irrational numbers (>/^, v^, pi ) 

An irrational number is a number that is not a 
rational number, it cannot be produced by 
dividing one whole number by another 

Transcendental numbers (eg pi) 

A transcendental number is an irrational 
number that is not the answer to any equation 

Complex numbers 

A complex number is a number that contains 
the square root of - 1 (i) and has the general 
form X -fi X y where x and y can be any sort of 
number except for a complex number. 

Fibonacci sequence (0, 1, 1. 2. 3, 5. 8, 13. 21, 
34, 55 . ) 

Each number m the sequence is produced by 
adding together the two previous numbers All 
the numbers in the sequence are called Fibonacci 
numbers There are many examples of these 
numbers in nature, for example the 
arrangement of leaves in a spiral up a stem is 
usually such that the number of leaves 
between two positions where a leaf lies exactly 
above another on the stem is a Fibonacci 
number 


Numbers 

These are examples of ancient systems of 
numerals of which only the Chinese and Arabic 
are still in limited use The numerals now 
usually used in Western Europe and all over the 
world were derived from the Arabic system 
which was one of the first systems to include a 
symbol tor zero 
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10 60 600 


1 2 3 4 567 8 910 20 400 

III 9 

III III III! nil III ^ ^ X 

I II III nil II III III nil III n @ A 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 100 1000 

a' P' Y' 5' e' c;' ti' 0' T 

1 2345678 9 10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 89 10100 lOOO 

I rrio ivAT . 

12345 67890 
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her hst of pnonnes^ 2 one’s own inicrests or welfare - infml ^always 
thinking of 3 an act of unnating - euph, used by or to children 
'numberplate /-.playt/ n. chiefly Hr a rectangular identifying plate 
fastened to a vehicle and beanng the vehicle’s registration number 
'Numbers n pi hut sing in concur (he mainly narrative 4th book of the 
Old Testament 

'number .theory n a branch of mathematics dealing with integers and 
their properties 

.number 'two n 1 a second-m-conimand 2 an act of defecating - euph. 
used by or to children 

numbles /"numblz/ n. archaic the umblcs (ME nuurnbics. nombles - 
more at umblls] 

numbskull /'num.skul/ n a numskull 

numen /'nyoohmen/ n, pi numina /-m\na/ a divine force associated with 
a place or natural object (L, nod. divine will, numen: akin to L nuere to 
nod, Gk neucin] 

numerable /'nyoohm(a)rabl/ adj capable of being counted - not used 
technically 

numeracy /'nyoohm(9)r3si/ n, Br the quality or state ol being numer- 
ate 

'numeral /’n>oohm(3)r3l/ adj of or expressing numbers (MF. fr LL 
numeralis, fr L numcrus] - numerally adv 
’numeral n a conventional symbol that repre.sents a natural number or 
zero 

numerate /'nyoohm(a)r3t/ adj understanding basic mathematics, able 
to use numbers in calculation [L numerus number ^ E -ate (as in 
/iterate)] 

numeration /.nyoohm3'raysh(3)n/ n la counting b designating by a 
number 2 expressing in words numbers written as numerals 3 a system 
of numbenng or counting (ME numeracion, fr L numeration-, numeratio, 
fr numeratus, pp of numerare to count] - numerate /-.rayi/ vt 
numerator /'nyoohma.rayta/ n the part of a fraction that is above the 
line and signifies the number of parts of the denominator that is shown 
by the fraction 

numerical /nyooh'menkl/, numeric adj of, expressed in. or involving 
nun.bers or a number system <t/ie superiority of the enemy) ( 
standing in a class) <a ^ code) [L numerus] - numerically adv 
numerology /.nyoohras'robji/ n the study of the cKcult significance of 
numbers [L numerus f E -o- *■ -logy] - numerologist n, numerologicai 
/-ra'lojikl/ adj 

numerous /'nyoohm(3)r3s/ adj consisting of many units or individuals^ 
[MF numereux, fr L numerosus, fr numerus] - numerously adv, numer- 
ousneas n 

numinous /'nyoohminas/ adj 1 awc-inspiring, mysterious 2 filled with 
a sense of the presence of divinity (L numin-, numen numen] 
numismatics /.nyoohmi/'matiks/ n pi but sing in constr the study or 
collection of coinage, coins, paper money, medals, tokens, etc [F numis- 
matique, fr numismatique, adj, fr L nomismat-, nornisma coin, fr Gk, 
custom, com, akin to Gk nomos custom, law] - numismatic adj, numis* 
fflsticslly adv, numismatist / nyooh'mizmatist/ n 
numnah /'numna/ n a piece of leather, sheepskin, etc placed under a 
horse's saddle to prevent chafing [Hindi namda, fr Per namad carpet, 

nig] 

numskull, numbskull /'num.skul/ n a dull or stupid person [numb i 
skull] 

nun /nun/ n a female member of a religious order living in a convent 
under vows of chastity, poverty, etc and often engaged in educational or 
nursing work [ME, fr OE nunne, fr LI nonna] 

Nunc Dimittis /.noongk di'mitis, nungk/ n a canticle based on the 
prayer of Simeon in Luke 2 29-32 [L, now lettest thou depart, fr the first 
words of the canticle] 

nunciature /'nuns<h)i 3ch3/ n the (term oQ office of a papal nuncio [It 
nunciatura, fr nuncio] 

nuncio /'nuns(h)ioh/ n, pi nuncios a papal ambassador to a civil govern- 
ment [It, fr L nuntius messenger, message] 
nunnery /'nunan/ n a convent of nuns 

Nupe /"noohpay/ n, pi Nupes, esp collectively Nupc a member, or the 
Kwa language, of a Negro people of W central Nigena 
'nuptial /'nupsh(a)l/ adj 1 of marnage 2 characteristic of or occurring 
in the breeding season (a flight) [L nuptialis, fr nuptiae, pi, wedding, 
fr nuptus, pp of nubere to marry, akin to Gk nymphe bride, nymph] 
’nuptial n a wedding - usu pi 

nuptial plumage n the brilliantly coloured plumage developed in the 
males of many birds pnor to the start of the breeding season - compare 
ECLIPSE PLUMAGE 


'nurse /nuhs/ n la wtr nurse b a woman employed to take care of a 
young child 2 sby skilled or trained in canng for the sick or infirm, esp 
under the supervision of a physician <s/ie and her brother are both s> 

3 a member of the worker caste in an ant, bee, etc society, that cares for 
the young [ME, fr OF nurice, fr LL nutncia, fr L, fern of nutncius 
nourishing - more at nutritious] 

’nurse vt 1 to suckle 2a to rear, nurture b to encourage the development 
of, foster (^carefully ^ d his tomatoes) 3a to attempt to cure (e g an illness 
or injury) by appropnate treatment b to care for and wait on (e g a sick 
person) 4 to hold in one's mind; harbour < a grievance) 5 to handle 
carefully in order to conserve or prolong 6 to hold (e g a baby) lovingly 
or caressingly ^ vi la to suckle an offspring b to suck at the breast 2 
to act or serve as a nurse [ME nurshen to nounsh, contr of nunshen] 
'nurse.maid /-.mayd/ n a girl or woman employed to look after chil- 
dren 

nursery /'mihs(3)n/ n 1 a child’s bedroom or playroom 2a a place 
where small children are looked after in their parents' absence b nursfry 
srH(X)i 3 a place where young animals (e g fish) grow or are cared for 

4 an area where plants, trees, etc are grown for propagation, sale, or 
transplanting 

'nurseryman /-man. -,man/ n one whose occupation is the cultivation 
of plants, usu for sale 

'nursery .rhyme n a short traditional story in rhyme for children 
'nursery .school n a school for children aged usu from 2 to S 
'nursery .slope n a usu gentle ski slope for beginners 
'nursing .home /'nuhsing/ n a usu pnvate hospital or home (where care 
is provided for the aged, chronically ill, etc) 

'nursing .officer n a nurse of the next rank below a senior nursing 
officer 

nursling /’nuhsling/ n a child under the care of a nurse, esp in former 
times (‘/jwne * -ling] 

'nurture /'nuheha/ n 1 training, upbringing 2 food, nounshment 3 all 
the environmental influences that ufTect the innate genetic potentialities 
of an organism [ME, fr MF nornture, fr LL nutntura act of nursing, fr 
L nutntiis, pp of nutnre to suckle, nounsh - more at nourish] 

’nurture vt 1 to give core and nourishment to 2 to educate or 
develop 

'nut /nut/ n 1 (the often edible kernel oQ a dry fruit or seed with a hard 
separable rind or shell 2 a difficult person, problem, or undertaking <a 
tough ) 3 a typically hexagonal usu metal block that has a central hole 
with an internal screw thread cut on it, and can be screwed onto a piece, 
esp a bolt, with an external thread to tighten or secure sthg 4 the ndge 
in a stringed instrument (e g a violin) over which the strings pass on the 
upper end of the fingerboard 5 a small piece or lump <a - of butter) 6 
pi nonsense - often used interjectionally 7 a person’s head 8a an insane 
or wildly eccentnc person b an ardent enthusiast USE (6, 7, & If) infml 
[ME nute, note, fr OE hnutu, akin to OHG nuz nut, L nux] - nutlike 
adj 

’nut VI -tt- to gather or seek nuts - chiefly in go nutting 
nutation /nyooh'taysh(3)n/ /i 1 (a small oscillation of the earth’s axis 
like) the nodding oscillatory movement of the axis of a rotating body (c g 
a top) 2 a spontaneous (spiral) movement of a growing plant part 3 
nodding the head - fml [L nutation-, nutatio, fr nutatus, pp of nutare to 
nod. rock, freq of nuere to nod - more at numen] - nutational adj, nutate 
/.nyooh'tayt, '-,-/ vi 

.nut-'brown adj or n {of) the colour of a npe ha/elnut 
'nutcase /-,kays/ n a nut, lunatic - infml 

'nutcracker /-.kraka/ n an implement for cracking nuts, usu consisting 
of 2 hinged metal arms between which the nut is held and compressed - 
often pi with sing meaning 

'nuthatch /-.hachZ n a Eurasian tree-climbing bird with bluish grey 
upper parts and a black stripe through the eye region [ME notehache, fr 
note nut i hache axe, fr OF, battle-axe - more at hash] 

'nuthouse /-.hows/ n a madhouse - slang; humor 
nutmeg /nutmeg/ n (an Indonesian tree thgt produces) an aromatic seed 
used as a spice [ME notemuge, deriv of OProv noz muscada, fr noz nut 
(fr L nuc-, nux) f muscada, fern of muscat musky - more at muscat] 
nutria /'nyoohtri-a/ n 1 a coypu 2 the fur of the coypu [Sp, modif of 
L lutrr otter; akin to OE oter otter] 

nutrient /'nyoohtn-snt/ n or adj (sthg) that provides nourishment [L 
nutnent-, nutriens, prp of nutnre to nourish - more at nourish] 
nutriment /nyoohinmant/ n sthg that nourishes or promotes growth 
[L nutnmentum, fr nutnre] 

nutrition /nyooh'tnsh(3)n/ n nounshing or being nourished; specif all 
the processes by which an organism takes in and uses food [MF, fr LL 



671 


obe 


nutation-, nutntio, fr L nutntus, pp of nutnre] - nutritional adj, nutri- 
tionally adv, nutritioniit n 

nutritious /nyooh'tnshds/ adj nourishing [L nutncius, fr nuinc-, nutnx 
nurse, akin to L nutnre to nounsh] - nutritiously adv, nutritious- 
ness n 

nutritive /'nyoohtntiv/ adj 1 of nutrition 2 nourishing - nutritively 
adv 

nuts /nuts/ adj 1 passionately keen or enthusiastic </ie’s ^ on 
ice-hockeyy 2 crazy, mad USE infml [fr pi of ‘nut] 

.nuts end 'bolts n 1 the working parts or elements 2 the practical 
workings (e g of a business or enterpnse) USE infml 
'nutshell /-.shel/ n the hard outside covenng enclosing the kernel of a 
nut ~ in a nutshell in a bnef accurate account 
nutter /'nuta/ n, chiefly Br a nut, maniac - infml ['nuf f ‘-er] 
nutty /'riuti/ adj 1 having or producing nuts 2 having a flavour like that 
of nuts 3 eccentric, silly, also nlts 2 infml - nuttiness n 
nux vomica Anuks 'vomika/ n, pi nux vomica (an Asian tree that bears) 
a poisonous seed containing strychnine and other alkaloids [NL. lit , 
emetic nut] 

nuzzle /'nu/1/ vb nuzzling Anuzling/ vi 1 to push or rub sthg with the 
nose 2 to lie close or snug, nestle vt to root or rub (as lO with the nose 
[ME no^elen to bring the nose towards the ground, fr 
nyala /en'yahb/ n. pi nyalas, e\p collectively nyala a S African antelope 
with vertical white stnpes on its sides [of Bantu origin; akin to Venda 
nyala nyala, Zulu inxala] 

nyctalopia Amkta'lohpi-a/ n Nioiir bi indni„ss [LL, denv of Gk nykt-. 
nyx night « alaos blind + op\ eye] 

nyctitropic /.nikti'tropik, -'trohpik/ n of or being a movement of a plant 
part at nightfall fc v the closing of a flower) [ISV nyct- (fr L, fr Gk nykt-, 
nyx night) ♦ i -tropic] - nyctitropism /nik'titra,piz(a)m, .nikti'troh- 
pi7(p)m/ n 

nylon /'melon/ n 1 any of numerous strong tough clastic synthetic 
(Kilyamide materials fashioned into fibres, sheets, etc and used esp in 
textiles and plastics 2 pi stcKkings made of nylon [coined word] 
nymph /nimf/ n 1 any of the minor female divinities of nature in 
classical mythology 2 any of various immature insects, esp a brva of a 
dragonfly or other insect with incomplete metamorphosis Lur 
CYCLF 3 a girl - poetic [ME nimphe, fr MF, fr L nympha bnde, nymph, 
fr Gk nymphe - more at Nuri iai.J - nymphal Animf(a)l/ adj 
nymphet /'nimfit/ n a sexually desirable girl in early adolescence [obs 
nymphet (young nymph), fr MF nymphette, dim of nymphe nymph] 
nympho Animfoh/ n a nymphomaniac - infml 
nympholepsy A nimfa.lepsi/ n a frenzy of emotion, usu inspired by sthg 
unattainable [nympholept fr Gk nympholeptos frenzied, lit , caught by 
nymphs, fr nymphe i lambanein to seize] - nympholept /-,Icpt/ n, 
nympholeptic /-'leptik/ adj 

nymphomania Ammfa'maynya/ n excessive sexual desire in a female 
- compare satyriasis [NL, fr nymphae inner lips of the vulva (fr L, pi 
of nympha) + LL mama] - nymphomaniac /-ni,ak/ n or adj, nympho- 
maniacal Ammfohma'nie-dkl/ adj 

Nynorsk /n(y)ooh'nawsk/ n a literary fonn of Norwegian based on the 
spoken dialects of Norway - compare bokmai [Norw, lit , new Nor- 
wegian] 

nystagmus /ni'stagm;»s/ n a rapid involuntary oscillation of the eyeballs 
(eg from dizziness) [NL, fr Gk nystagmos drowsiness, fr nystazein to 
doze, akin to Lith snusu to doze] - nystagmic /-mik/ adj 


o 

O /oh/ n, pi o*s, 08 often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the I Sth letter of the English alphabet 2 sthg shaped like 
the letter O; esp zero 

O /oh/ inteij or n oh 

0-, 00 - comb form egg ^oology}, specif ovum (joogomumy [Gk oi-. oio-, 
fr oion - more at *eoo] 

-O- - used as a connective vowel to join word elements of Greek and other 
origin </nj/ome/er> (^elastomer) [ME, fr OF, fr L, fr Gk, thematic vowel 
of many nouns A adjectives in combination] 

'-O /-oh/ suffix n or adj) (sby or sthg) that is, has the qualities of, or 
u associated with (cheapo) (wmo) (beano) - infml [perh fr ‘oh] 


*-0 /-oh/ suffix ( - inteij) - in intcijections formed from other parts of 
speech (cheerio) (nghto), infml [prob fr ‘oh] 
o' also o /a/ prep 1 of (one o'clock) 2 chiefly dial on [ME o, o-, conir 
of on A of] 

oaf /ohf/ n a clumsy slow-witted person [of Scand origin, akin lo ON alfr 
clf - more at lli ] - oafish adj, oafishly adv, oafishneas n 
oak /ohk/ n, pi oaks, oak (the tough hard durable wood oO any of vanous 
trees or shrubs of the beech family, usu having iobed leaves and producing 
acorns as fruits (ME ook, fr OE ac, akin to OHG eih oak, Gk aigilops, 
a kind of oak] - oaken /'ohk(3)n/ adj 

‘oak .apple n a large round gall produced on oak stems or leaves by a 
gall wasp 

oakum /‘ohkam/ n hemp or jute fibre impregnated with tar or a tar 
derivative and used in packing joints and stopping up gaps between the 
planks of a ship [ME okum, fr OE acumba tow, fr a- (separative A 
perfective prefix) + -cumba (akin to OE camh comb)] 

'oar /aw/ n 1 a long usu wooden shaft with a broad blade at one end used 
for propelling or steering a bc'iat 2 an oarsman [ME oor, fr OE an akin 
to ON ar oar) - oared adj 
*oar vb 'ROW - poetic 

'oar, fish /-.fish/ n any of several very long and thin soft-bodied sea 
fishes 

'oar, lock /-.lok/ n, chiefly NAm a rowlock 

oarsman /'awzman/ n one who rows a boat, esp in a racing crew - 
oarsmanship n 

oasis /oh'aysis/ n, pi oases /-seez/ I a fertile or green area in a dry region 
2 sthg providing relaxation or relief [LL. fr Gk] 

Oasis trademark - used for a highly water-absorbent matenal into which 
cut flowers and other plants may be stuck for display 
'oast .house /ohst/ n a usu circular building housing a kiln for drying 
hops or malting barley [rwsf fr ME ost, fr OE ast. akin to MD eest kiln, 

L aes/us heat, aestas summer - more at ldiiy] 
oat /oht/ n la (any of vanous wild grasses related to) a widely cultivated 
cereal grass - usu pi h pi a crop or plot of oats 2 an oat seed [ME ate, 
fr OE a/e] - oaten /-tn/ adj 

'oat ,cake n a usu ensp unleavened biscuit or bread made of oatmeal 
'oat .grass /? wii d oai 1 

oath /ohth/ n, pi oaths /ohdhz/ la a solemn calling upon God or a 
revered person or thing to witness to the true or binding nature of one’s 
declaraiion b sthg (e g a promise) formally confirmed by an oath (an 
of 3llegiancc^‘ c a form of exprc'ssion used in taking an oath 2 an 
irreverent use of a sacred name, broadly a swearword [ME ooth, fr OE 
ath, akin to OHG eid oath] - on/under oath bound by a solemn promise 
to tell the truth 

'oatmeal /-.meel, -.mi^l/ n 1 meal made from oats, used esp in porndge 
2 a greyish beige colour 

ob-, 'IC-, of-, op- prefix 1 out. forth (obtrude) (offer), exposed <obverse> 

2 so as to involve compliance (.obey) <oh.verve> 3 against, in opposition 
to (obloquy > <opponent>. resisting (obstinate) 4 in the way of. hindenng 
(obstacle) (.obstruct) 5 hidden; concealed (obfuscatory) (occult) 6 
inversely <ob<)vj/e> [ME. fr OF, fr L, m the way, against, towards, fr ob 
in the way of, on account of - more at i:pi-, (6) NL, prob fr obverse 
obvcrsclj] 

Obadiah /.ohba'die a/ n a prophetic book of the Old Testament [Heb 
'Obhadhyah] 

'obbligato /.obli'gahtoh/ adj not to be omitted - used in music [it, 
obligatory, fr pp of obbligare to oblige, fr L obligare] 

’obbligato n, pi obbligatos also obbligati /-ti/ an elaborate, esp melodic, 
accompaniment, usu played by a single instrument 
obdurate Aobdyoorai, -joo-/ adj 1 stubbornly persistent in wrong doing 
2 inflexible, unyielding [ME. fr L ohduratus, pp of obdurare lo harden, 
fr ob- against durus hard - more at ob-, during] - obdurately adv, 
obdurateness, obduracy n 

obaah Aohbi-a/ n, often cap sorcery and magic ritual as practised among 
Negroes, esp of the Bntish W Indies [of Afncan origin, akin to Twi 
a‘bPa\ a creeper used in making charms] 

'obeahman /-man/ n a man who is expert m the practice of obeah 
obedience /a'beedi ans. oh-/ n la an act of obeying b the quality or 
state of being obedient 2 a sphere of esp ecclesiastical junsdiction 
obedient /a'beedi-ant, oh-/ adj submissive to the will or authority of a 
supenor, willing to obey [ME, fr OF, fr L oboedienh, <^)oediais, fr prp 
of oboedire to obey - more at obey] - obediently adv 
obeisance /oh'bay(i)sans, -'bee-/ /i 1 a movement or gesture made as 
a sign of respect or submission 2 deference, homage [ME obeisaunce 
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obedience, obeisance, fr MF obeissance, fr obeissant, pip of obeir to obey] 

- obeisant adj, obeisantly adv 

obelisk /'obolisk/ n 1 an upnght 4-sided usu monolithic pillar that 
gradually tapers towards the top and terminates in a pyramid 2 dagger 
2 [MF obdisque, fr L obe/iscus, fr Gk obeliskoi, fr dim. of obdos spit, 
pointed pillar] 

obese /ohliees/ adj excessively fat [L obesus, fr pp of obedere to eat up, 
fr ob- against + edert to eat - more at ob-. eat] - obesity n 
obey /allay, oh'bay/ vr 1 to submit to the commands or guidance of s 
the rcacAcrX^cd a whiniy 2 to comply with, execute < — cd instruc- 
tions') ^ vi to act obediently [ME obeien, fr OF obeir, fr L oboedire, fr 
ob- towards + -oedire (akin to audire to hear) - more at ob-. aud- 
ible] 

Obfuscete /'obfus.kayt/ vt 1 to make obscure or difTicult to understand 
2 to confuse, bewilder [LL obfuscatus, pp of obfuscare, fr L ob- in the 
way + fuscus dark brown - more at oB'. dusk] - obfuscation /<'kaysh(a)n/ 
I). obfuscatory /•'kayt(a)n/ adj 

*obi /"oYibi/ n a broad sash worn with a Japanese kimono [Jap] 

Hibi n obeah 

obit /’obit, 'oh-/ n a memonal service held on the anniversary of the death 
of a founder or benefactor [ME, fr MF, fr L obitus death, fr obitus, pp 
of obire to go to meet, die, fr ob- m the way 4 ire to go - more at 
issue] 

obiter dictum /.obiu 'diktam/ n, pi obiter dicta /dikta/ 1 an incidental 
observation made by a judge which is not matenal to his judgment and 
therefore not binding 2 an incidental remark or observation [LL, lit . 
somethmg said in passmg] 

obituary /a'bityoofajn/ n a notice of a person’s death, usu with a short 
biography [ML obituanum, fr L obitus death] - obituary adj 
'object /"objekt/ n 1 sthg that is (capable oO being sensed physically or 
examined mentally <an ^ of study) 2 a sthg or sby that arouses an 
emotion or provokes a reaction or response <a/i -- of dension) b sby or 
sthg that IS ndiculous, outlandish, or pathetic in appearance (^looked a 
real ) 3 an end towards which effort, action, etc is directed, a goal 
(what's the ^ of the exercise'^ 4 a noun or noun equivalent appearing 
in a prepositional phrase or representing the goal or the result of the action 
of Its verb (e g house in we built a house) 5 sthg of paramount concern 
(if money's no then buy it) [ME, fr ML objectum, fr L, neut ofobicere 

to throw in the way, present, hinder, fr ob- in the way 4 jacere to throw 

- more at ob-, 'jef] - objectless adj 

’object /ab'jekt/ vi 1 to oppose sthg with words or arguments 2 to feel 
dislike or disapproval (I ^ to his condescending manner) ^ vt to offei' 
in opposition or objection [ME objecten, fr L ohjectus, pp of obteere to 
throw in the way, object] - objector n 
'object .ball n the ball (first) struck by the cue ball in snooker, billiards, 
etc 

objectify / 3 b'jekti,fie/ vt la to cause to become an object of perception 
b to make objective 2 externalize 2 - objectification 

/-fi'kaysh( 3 )n/ n 

objection / 3 b'jeksh( 3 )n/ n 1 a reason or argument presented in oppo- 
sition 2 a feeling or statement of dislike, disapproval, or opposition 
['object 4- -ion] 

objectionable /ab'jcksh( 3 )ndbl/ adj unpleasant or offensive - objec- 
tionableneas u, objectionably adv 

'objective /ab'jektiv/ adj la constituting an object: eg (1) existing 
independently of the mind (2) belonging to the external world and 
observable or verifiable (3) of a symptom of disease perceptible to other 
people as well as the affected individual b concerned with or expressing 
the nature of external reality rather than personal feelings or beliefs c 
dealing with facts without distortion by personal feelings or prejudices 2 
of or in the case that follows a preposition or a transitive verb - 
objectively adv, objectivencaa, objectivity /.objek'tivati/ n 
’objective n 1 sthg towards which efforts are directed; a goal 2 sthg to 
be attained or achieved by a military operation 3 (a word in) the objective 
case 4 a lens or system of lenses that forms an image of an object 
objectivism /9b'jekti.viz(3)m/ n a theory stressing objective reality, esp 
as distinguished from subjective expenence or appearance - objectivist 
tt, objectiviatic /-'vistik/ a4j 

'object .leeeon n 1 a lesson that takes a matenal object as its basis 2 
sthg that serves as a concrete illustration of a pnnciple 
objet d'ert /x>bzhay 'dah (fr dar)/ n, pi objets d’art /--/ a usu 
small article of some artistic value [F, lit,, art object] 
objet trouvd Aroohvay, trooh'vay {Fr truve)/ 0 , p/ objets trouves / ^/ 
a natural or man-made ^ject displayed as having artistic value [F, lit., 
found ot^] 


oblast /'oblahst/ n, p/ oblasts also oblasti /-ti/ an administrative subdiv- 
ision of a constituent republic of the USSR [Russ oblast*] 

'oblate /oblayt/ adj flattened or depressed at the poles (an spheroid) 
- compare prolate [prob fr NL oblatus, fr ob- + -latus (as in prolatus 
prolate)] - oblatcness n 

’oblate n a (lay) member of any of several Roman Catholic communities 
[ML oblatus, lit., one offered up, fr L, pp of offerre] 
oblation /a'blaysh(a)n/ n 1 cap the act of offering to God the bread and 
wine used at Communion 2 an offering made for religious purposes [ME 
oblacioun, fr MF oblation, fr LL oblation-, oblatio, fr L oblatus, pp of 
offerre to offer] 

'obligate /'obligayt, -gat/ adj 1 restneted to 1 charactenstic mode of life 
(an parasite) 2 always happening irrespective of environmental 
conditions parasitism) - compare facultaiivl - obligately adv 
’obligate /’obligayt/ vt to constrain legally or morally [L obligatus, pp 
of obligare] 

obligation /,obli'gaysh( 3 )n/ n 1 sthg (e g a contract or promise) that 
binds one to a course of action 2 (the amount oQ a financial commitment 
(the company was unable to meet its rinancial s> 3 sthg one is bound 
to do, a duty 4 (indebtedness for) a service or favour (her kindness has 
put me under an - to her) [^obi igate 4 -ion] 
obligatory /a'blig 9 t( 3 )n/ adj 1 binding in law or conscience 2 relating 
to or enforcing an obligation (a writ > 3 mandatory, compulsory 4 
obligate - obligatorily adv 

oblige /a'bliej/ vt 1 to constrain by force or circumstance 2a to put in 
one's debt by a favour or service - usu pass (we’re much ^d to you for 
all your help) b to do a favour for < -^ d the assembled company with a 
song) VI to do sthg as a favour, be of service (always ready to [ME 
obligen, fr OF obliger, fr L obligare, lit , to bind to, fr oh- towards t ligare 
to bind - more at i igature] 
obligee /.oblijee/ n sby to whom another is obligated 
obliging /a'bliejing/ adj eager to help, accommodating - obligingly adv, 
obligingnesa n 

obligor /.obii'gaw/ n one who places himself under a legal obligation 
oblique /a'bleek/ adj la neither perpendicular nor parallel, inclined b 
having the axis not perpendicular to the base (an ~ cone) c having no 
nght angle (an ^ triangle) d of an angle greater than but not a multiple 
of 90° 2 not straightforward or explicit, indirect <r references to 
rinancial difficulties) 3 of a muscle situated obliquely with 1 end not 
attached to bone [ME obhke, fr L obhquus, fr ob- towards » -liquus (akin 
to ulna elbow)] - oblique n, obliquely adv, obliqueness n 
oblique case n any grammatical case other than the nominative or 
vocative 

obliquity /a'bhkwati/ n (the amount oQ deviation from being parallel or 
perpendicular 

obliterate /a'blitarayt/ vt 1 to make illegible or imperceptible 2 to 
destroy all trace or indication of 3 to cause (e g a blood vessel or other 
body part) to collapse or disappear 4 cancel 5 [L oblitteratus, pp of 
oblitterare, fr ob in the way of ♦ littera letter] - obliterative /-rativ/ adj, 
oblitcrator /-.rayla/ n, obliteration /-'raysh(a)n/ n 
oblivion /a'blivi an/ n 1 the state of forgetting or being oblivious 2 the 
state of being forgotten 3 official disregarding of offences [ME, fr MF, 
fr L oblivion-, oblivio, fr oblivisci to forget, peril fr ob- in the way 4 - levis 
smooth - more at ob-. 'lime] 

oblivious /a'blivi-as/ adj lacking conscious knowledge, completely 
unaware - usu 4 of or to - obliviously adv, obliviousness n 
oblong /'oblong/ adj deviating from a square by being longer, esp 
rectangular with adjacent sides unequal [ME, fr L obhngus, fr ob- 
towards 4 longus long] - oblong n 

obloquy /'obbkwi/ n 1 strongly-worded condemnation 2 discredit, 
disgrace [LL obloquium, fr obloqui to speak against, fr ob- against 4 
loqui to speak - more at ob-] 

obnoxious /ab'nokshas/ adj highly offensive or repugnant [L obnoxius, 
fr ob in the way of, exposed to 4 noxa harm - more at ob-, noxious] - 
obnoxiously adv, obnoxionsness n 

oboe /'oh,boh/ n a double-reed woodwind instrument with a conical tube 
and a usual range from B flat below middle C upwards for about 2V6 
octaves [It, fr F hautbois - more at hautboy] - oboist n 
obol /'obol/ n an ancient Greek com or weight equal to '/% drachma [L 
obolus, fr Gk obolos, akin to Gk obelos spit] 
obovate ^'bohvayt/ adj, of a leaf ovate with the narrower end nearest 
the stalk plant 

obscene /ab'seen/ adj 1 offending standards of esp sexual propriety or 
decency; specif inciting sexual depravity (confiscate various ^ publica- 
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fio/is) 2 (morally) repugnant [MF, fr L ofescenus, objcaenus) - obscenely 
adv 

obscanity /ab'senati/ n 1 the quality or state of being obscene 2 an 
obscene act or utterance 

obscurantism /,obskyoo'ranti/.(3)m/ n opposition to the advance of 
knowledge (F ohscurantisme, fr obscurant obscuring] - obscurantist n or 
adj 

'obscure /ab'skyoo.V adj 1 hard to understand; abstruse 2 not 
well-known or widely acclaimed 3 faint, indistinct 4 constituting or 
representing the unstressed vowel /a/ [ME, fr MF obscur, fr L obscurus, 
fr ob- in the way ♦ -scurus (akin to Gk kcuthcin to conceal) - more at 
on-, ’iiiDi] - obscurely adv, obscureness n 
’obscure Vt 1 to conceal (as if) by covenng 2 to make indistinct or 
unintelligible - obscuration /,obskyoo'raysh(3)n/ n 
obscurity /ab'skyooarati/ n 1 the quality or state of being obscure 2 an 
obscure person or thing 

obsequious /ab'seckwi-as/ adj showing a servile willingness to oblige 
[ME, fr L ohsequio^us compliant, fr obsequium compliance, fr obsequi to 
comply, fr ob- towards h sequt to follow - more at on-, sut] - obsequi- 
ously adv, obsequiousness n 

obsequy /'obsikwi/ n a funeral ceremony usu pi with sing meaning 
[ME obsequie, fr MF, fr ML ohsequiae (pi), alter of L exsequiae - more 
at i xLyuv] 

observable /ab'^uhvabl/ adj capable of being observed, discernible - 
observable n, observably adv 

observance /ab’7uhv(a)ns/ n la a customary practice, nte, or cer- 
emony - often pi b a rule governing members of a religious order 2 an 
act of complying with a custom, rule, or law [obsfrvf * -ANCt] 
observant /ab'7uhv(a)ni/ adj 1 paying close attention, watchful 2 
careful to observe, trindful - ^ of 3 quick to notice, alert - observantly 
adv 

observation /,ob»'vaysh(3)n/ n 1 an act or the faculty of observing 2 
the gathering of information by noting facts or occurrences ^weather s') 
3 a remark, comment 4 the condition of sby or sthg that is observed 
<under - at the hospital) [MF, fr L observation-, observatio, fr observ- 
atus, pp of oh<iervarc] - observational adj 

.observation .car n, SAm a railway carnage with large windows and 
often a partly transparent roof that affords passengers a broad view 
observatory /3b'/uhs3t(3)ri/ n a building or institution for the observa- 
tion and interpretation of natural phenomena, esp in astronomy [prob fr 
NL observatonum, fr L observatus] 

observe /^b'zuhv/ vt la to act in due conformity with (^always '^d the 
law) (^careful to local customs) b to celebrate or perform (eg a 
ceremony or festival) according to a presenbed or traditional form <'-'d 
the fast of Ramadan) 2 to perceive or take note of, esp by concentrated 
attention 3 to utter as a comment < ^ d that things weren Y what they used 
to be) 4 to make a scientific observation on or of (ME observen, fr MF 
observer, fr L observare to guard, watch, observe, fr ob- in the way, 
towards ♦ servare to keep more at on-, consi rvf] 
observer /ab'/uhva/ n 1 sby sent to observe but not par ticipate ofTicially 
in a gathering 2 sby who accompanies the pilot of an aircraft to make 
observations [obsirvi ^ -tR] 

obsess /ab'ses/ vt to preoccupy intensely or abnormally (L ot^essus, pp 
of obsidere to besiege, beset, fr ob- against t sedere to sit - more at ob-, 
sit] - obsessive /-siv/ adj or n. obsessively adv. obsessiveness n 
obsession /3b'sesh(3)n/ n a persistent (disturbing) preoccupation with 
an often unreasonable idea, also an idea causing such a preoccupation - 
obsessional adj, obsessionally adv 

obsidian /ab'sidi an/ n a usu black volcanic glass which splits to give a 
convex surface [NL obsidianus, fr L obsidianus lapis, false M.^ '•'■ading 
for obsianus lapis, lit , stone of Obsius, fr Obsius, a Roman traveller 
named by Pliny as its supposed discoverer] 
obsolescent /,obsa'lcs(3)nt/ adj going out of use, becoming obsolete [L 
obsolescent-, obsolescens, prp of obsolescere] - obsolescence n 
obsolete /'obsaleet/ adj 1 no longer in use 2 outdated, outmoded [L 
obsoletus, fr pp of obsolescere to grow old, become disused] - obsoleteness 
/’obsaleetnis , n 

obstacle /'obstakl/ n sthg that hinders or obstructs [ME, fr MF, fr L 
obstaculum, fr obstare to stand in the way, fr ob- in the way + stare to 
stand - more at ob-. srANo] 

obstetric /ab'stetnk, ob-/, obstetrical /-kl/ adj of or associated with 
childbirth or obstetrics [prob fr (assumed) NL obstetneus, fr L obstetne-, 
obstetnx midwife, fr obstare to stand in the way, stand m front of] - 
obttetrically adv 

ob'atetrics n pi but stag or pi in constr a branch of medicine deahng with 


the care and treatment of women before, during, and after childbirth > 
obstetrician /,obste'tnsh(a)n, -sto-/ n 

obstinate /'obstinat/ adj 1 clinging stubbornly to an opinion or course 
of action; not yielding to arguments or persuasion 2 not easily subdued, 
remedied, or removed <a/t fever) [ME, fr L obstinatus, pp of obstinare 
to be resolved, fr ob- in the way + -stinare (akin to stare to stand)) - 
obstinately adv, obstinancy /-si/ n 

obstreperous /ab'strep(a)r»s/ adj 1 aggressively noisy, clamorous 2 
vociferously defiant; unruly [L abstreperus, fr obstrepere to clamour 
against, fr ob- against v strepere to make a noise; akin to OE thraeR 
discord] - obstreperously adv, obstreperoussess n 
obstruct /db'strukt/ vt 1 to block or close up by an obstacle (the road 
IS -cd 6y a landslide) (the fence the view) 2 to hinder, impede (L 
obstructus, pp of obstruere, fr ob- in the way + struere to build - more 
at OB-, structijre] - obstructive adj orn, obstructiveBeas n, obstnictivtiy 
adv, obstructor n 

obstruction /9b'struksh(3)n/ n 1 a condition of being clogged dr 
blocked 2 an attempted delay of business in a deliberative body (e g 
Parliament) 3 sthg that obstructs [oBsrRUcr + -ion] 
ob'struction.ism /-.iz(3)m/ n deliberate interference with (legislative) 
business - obstructionist n, obstructionistic /-'istik/ adj 
obtain /ab'tayn/ vt to acquire or attain ^ vi to be generally accepted or 
practised - fml [ME obteinen, fr MF & L, MF obtentr, fr L obtin^ to 
hold on to, possess, obtain, fr ob- in the way + tenere to hold - more at 
OB-. thin] - obtainable adj, obtainer n, obtainmciit n, obtalnabllity 
/-na’bibti/ n 

obtest /ob'test, ab-/ vb, archaic to beseech, supplicate [MF obtester, ft 
L obtestan to call to witness, beseech, fr ob- towards f testis witness - 
more at ob-. testament] - obtestation /.obte‘staysh(a)n/ n 
obtrude /ab'troohd/ vt 1 to thrust out 2 to assert without warrant or 
request vi to thrust oneself forward with unwarranted assertiveness (L 
obtrudere to thrust at, fr ob- in the way + trudere to thrust - more at os-, 
threat] - obtruder n, obtrusion /-7h(3)n/ n 

obtrusive /db'troohsiv, -ziv/ adj 1 forward in manner; pushing 2 
unduly noticeable [L obtrusus, pp of obtrudere] - obtrusively adv, 
obtrusiveness n 

obtund /ob'tund/ vt to reduce the edge or violence of, dull (-^td 
reflexes) [ME obtunden, fr L obtundere] 

obturate /'obiyoo(3),rayt/ vt to obstruct or close (an opening, esp the 
breech of a gun) [L obturatus, pp of obturare, fr ob- in the way ^ -turare 
(akin to tumere to swell) - more at ob-, thumb] - obturator n. obturatfos 
/-'raysh(3)n/ n 

obtuse /ab'tyoohs/ adj 1 lacking sensitivity or mental alertness 2a being 
or forming an angle greater than but less than 1 80* b having an obtuse 
angle (an ^ tnangle) c not^mnted or acute 3 of a leaf rounded at the 
end furthest from the stalk Pi ant [L obtusus blunt, dull, fr pp of 
obtundere to beat against, blunt, fr ob- against f tundere to beat - more 
at OB-, stutter] - obtusely adv, obtusencss n 
'obverse /'obvuhs/ adj 1 facing the observer or opponent 2 with the base 
narrower than the top (an ^ leaf) 3 constituting a counterpart or 
complement [L obversus, fr pp of obvertere to turn towards, fr 06 - 
towards + vertere to turn - more at ob-, 'worth] - obveraely adv 
’obverse n la the side of a com, medal, or currency note that bears the 
pnncipal device and lettering; broadly a front or pnneipai surface - 
compare reverse 4a b the more conspicuous of 2 possible sides or aspects 
2 a counterpart to a fact or truth 

obviate /'obviayt/ vr 1 to anticipate and dispose of in advance 2 to make 
unnecessary [1 L obviatus, pp of obviare to meet, withstand, fr L obviim 
in the way] > obviation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 

obvious /obvi-as/ adj 1 evident to the senses or undersUnding 2 
unsubtle (the symbolism of the novel was rather ^ > [L obvTu.v, fr obviam 
in the way, fr ob in the way of + viam, acc of via way - more at ob-, via) 
- obviously adv, obviousness n 
OC- - see OB- 

ocarina /.oka'reena/ n a simple wind instrument with an oval body (It. 
fr oca goose, fr LL auca, deriv of L avis bird - more at aviary) 
.Occam's 'razor, Ockham's razor /okamz/ n an esp philosophical 
pnnciple that explanations should mciude as little reference as possible to 
unknown phenomena [William of Occam (or Ockham) 1 1 349? E scholas- 
tic philosopher] 

'occasion /a'kayzh(a)n/ n 1 a suitable opportunity or circumstance (thh 
IS hardly the ^ for laughter) 2 a state of affairs that provides a reason 
or grounds (you have no to be annoyed) 3 the immediate or mcidentaJ 
cause 4 a time at which sthg occurs <on Che « of his daughter's mania$e) 
5 a special event or ceremony (the wedding was a real ^ ) [ME, fr MF 
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or L, MF, fr L occasion-, occasio, fr occasus, pp of occidere to fall, fall 
down, fr ob- towards -* caderc to fall - more at ob-. chance] - on 
occasion from time to time 
^occasion vt to bnng about; cause - fml 

occasional /9'kayzh(a)nl/ adj 1 of a particular occasion 2 composed 
for a particular occasion verse) 3 occurring at irregular or infrequent 
intervals 4 acting in a specified capacity from lime to lime <an - golfcry 
5 designed for use as the occasion demands (an faWe) 
occasionally /3'kayzh(3)nli, a'kayzhnali/ adv N(JW and again 
Occident /'oksid(a)nt/ n west 2a [ME, fr MF. fr 1. accident-, 
occidens, fr prp of occidere to fall, set (of the sun)] 
occidental /.oksi'dentl/ adj, ofien cap of or situated in the Occident, 
western - occidenUlism n. otten cap, occidentalize vt. ofien cap. occiden- 
tally adv, ofien cap 

Occidental n a member of any of the indigenous peoples of the 
Ocadenl 

occipital /ok'sipitl/ adj of, situated near, or being the back part of the 
head or skull - occipital n, occipitally adv 
occiput /‘oksipjt/ n. pi occiputs, occipita /ok'sipita/ the back part of the 
head [L occipit-. occiput, fr ob- against * capit-, caput head • more at 
OB- head] 

occlude /a'kioohd/ V/ 1 to stop up, block 2 to obstruct, hinder 3 to sorb 
VI 1 of teeth to fit together with the cusps of the opposing teeth when 
the mouth is closed (his teeth do not ^ properly} 2 to become occluded 
[L occludere, fr ob- in the way clauderc to shut, close - more at ob-. 
‘close] - occludcDt adj, occlusive /-siv, -ziv/ adj 
occluded front n occi i'sion 3 

occlusion /3'kioohzh(a)n/ n 1 occluding or being occluded 2 the 
complete obstruction of the breath passage in the articulation of a speech 
sound 3 the meteorological front formed by a cold front overtaking a 
warm front and lifting the warm air above the earth’s surface [prob fr 
(assumed) NL occlusion-, occlusio, fr L occlusus, pp of occludere] 
'occult /'okult, vt to conceal by occultation [L occultare, fr occultus, 
PPl 

’occult adj 1 secret, esp esoteric 2 not easily understood, abstruse 3 
involving (secret knowledge oQ supernatural powers 4 not present, 
mamfest, or detectable by the unaided eye <- blood loss} [L occultus, 
fr pp of occulere to cover up, fr ob- m the way + -cuJere (akin to celare 
to conceal) - more at ob-, hell] - occult n, occultly adv 
occultation /,okuriaysh(a)n/ n the eclipsing of one celestial body by 
another, usu much larger, one • 

occultism /'okul,tiz(3)m/ n belief in or study of The action or influence 
of supernatural powers - occultist n 
occupancy r okyoopansi/ n 1 the act of taking and holding possession 
of land, a property, etc 2 becoming or being an occupant, also being 
occupied 

occupant /’okyoopant/ /; 1 one who acquires title by occupancy 2 a 
resident 

occupation /,okyoo'paysh(3)n/ n la an activity in which one engages 
b an activity by which one earns a living 2a the occupancy of land b 
tenure 3a the act of taking possession or the holding and control of a place 
or area, esp by a foreign military force b sing or pi in constr a military 
force occupying a country c the penod of time for which a place or area 
is occupied [ME occupacioun, fr MF occupation, fr L occupation-, 
occupatio, fr occupatus, pp of occupare] 

occupational /,okyoo'paysh(3)nl/ adj of or resulting from a particular 
occupation (^ hazards} - occupationally adv 
.occu.pational 'therapy n creative activity used as therapy foa pro- 
moting recovery or rehabilitation - occupational therapist a 
occupy /okyoopie/ vt 1 to engage the attention or energies of 2 to fill 
up (a ponion of space or time) 3 to take or maintain possession of 4 to 
reside in or use as an owner or tenant [ME occupien to take possession 
of, occupy, modif of MF occuper, fr L occupare, fr ob- towards v -cupare 
(akin to capere to take) - more at ob-. hfave] - occupier n 
occur /aliuh/ vi -rr- 1 to be found, exist 2 to become the case, happen 
3 to come to mind (it '-s to me that I haven't posted the letter} [L 
occurrere, fr ob- in the way v currere to run] 
occurrence /a'kurans/ n 1 sthg that takes place; an event 2 the action 
or process of occurring 

oceen r ohsh(a)n/ n 1 (any of the large expanses that together constitute) 
the whole body of salt water that covers nearly ¥4 of the surface of the 
globe 2 pi a huge amount - infml (no need to hurry, we’ve got s of 
time} [ME occean, fr L oceanus, fr Gk Okeanos, a nver believed to 
encircle the earth, ocean] 


oceanarium /,ohsh(3)n'e9n*am/ n, pi oceanariums, oceanaria /-ri>a/ a 
large manne aquarium 

'ocean, going /-.goh ing/ adj of or designed for travel on the ocean 
oceanic /.ohshi'amk/ adj of, produced by, or occurnng in the ocean, esp 
the open sea 

oceanography /,ohsh(3)n'ogrpfi/ n the science dealing with ixeans and 
their form, biology, and resources [ISV] - oceanographer n, oceano- 
graphic /-s'grafik/ also oceanographical adj, oceanographically adv 
ocellus /oh'sebs, o-/ n, pJ ocelli /-he/ a minute simple eye or eyespot 
of an invertebrate animal (e g an insect) — anatomy [NL, fr L, dim 
of oculus eye - more at eye] - ocellar adj, ocellate /’osalayt/, ocellated 
adj, ocellation /,ohsc'laysh(3)n, ,o-/ n 

ocelot /'osa.lot/ n a medium-sized Amencan wildcat with a yellow or 
greyish coat dolled and stnped with black [F. fr Nahuatl ocelotl jag- 
uar] 

OCh /okh/ intcrj, Scot & Irish - used to express surprise, impatience, or 
regret [ScGael & IrGael] 

oche /'oki/ n the line behind which a player must stand when throwing 
darts at a dartboard, broadly the place where a dart player stands when 
throwing [prob fr (assumed) ME oche groove, notch, fr MF] 
ochre, NAm chiefly ocher /'ohko/ n 1 the colour of esp yellow ochre 2 
an earthy usu red or yellow (impure) iron ore used as a pigment [ME 
oker, fr MF acre, fr L ochra, fr Gk ochra, fr fern of ochros yellow] - 
ochreous /'ohkn as/ adj 

-OCk /-3k/ suffix (- n) small or young kind of (hillock} (bullock} [ME 
-oc. fr OE] 

ocker /oka/ n, often cap, Austr & NZ an Australian - mfml [ongin 
unknown] 

.Ockham's 'razor /okam// n tx cam’s ra/ok 
o'clock /a'klok/ adv 1 according to the ckxk - used in specifying the 
exact hour (the time is 3 ^ j 2 - used for indicating position oi direction 
as if on a clock dial that is oriented vertically or horizontally (an aircraft 
approaching at 6 ^ > [conlr of of the clwk] 

octa- /okta-/, octo- also oct- comb form 1 eight / ocla/ic) (octoroon) 2 
containing 8 atoms, groups, or chemical equivalents in the molecular 
structure [Gk okta-, okto-, okt- (fr okto) & L (Vfo-, oct-, fr octo - more 
at fight] 

OCtad /'oklad/ n a group or senes of 8 [Gk oktad-, oktas number 8, body 
of 8 men, fr okto] 

octagon /'oktagon, -gan/ n a polygon of 8 angles and 8 sides 
M A THEM A r ICS [L octagonum, fr Gk oktagonon, fr okta- + -gonon -gon] 
- octagonal /ok'tagani/ adj, octagonally adv 
octahedral /.okta'heedral/ adj 1 having 8 plane faces 2 of or formed 
in octahedrons - octahedrally adv 

octahedron /-okta'heedron, -dran/ n, pi octahedrons, octahedra /-dra/ 
a polyhedron of 8 faces [Gk oktaedron, fr okta- f -edron -hedron] 
octal /okl(a)l/ adj of, being, or belonging to a number system having 8 
as Its base 

octameter /ok'tamiia/n a lineof verse consisting of 8 metneal feet [LL, 
having 8 feet, fr LGk oktametros, fr okta- metron measure - more at 
mfaslirf] 

octane /oktayn/ n a liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane senes that occurs 
esp in petroleum [ISV] 

'octane .number n a number that is used to measure or indicate the 
antiknock properties of a liquid motor fuel and that increases as the 
probability of knocking decreases 
'octane .rating n ociane number 

octant /oktant/ n la the position or aspect of a celestial body when 
disunt from another body by 45' b an instrument for measunng altitudes 
of a celestial body from a ship or aircraft 2 any of the 8 parts into which 
a space is divided by 3 coordinate planes [L octant-, octans eighth of a 
circle, fr octo] 

octave /'oktiv, 'oktayv/ n 1 a group of 8 liaes of verse, esp the first 8 
of a sonnet 2a (the combination of 2 notes Bt) a musical interval of 8 
diatonic degrees b a note separated from a lower note by this interval c 
the whole senes of notes or piano, organ, etc keys within this interval that 
form the unit of the modem scale 3 a group of 8 [ME, fr ML octava, 
fr L, fem of octavus eighth, fr octo eight - more at eight] 
octavo /ok'layvoh/ n, pi octavos (a book or page in) the size of a piece 
of paper cut 8 from a sheet [L, abl of octavus eighth] 
octet /ok'tei/ n 1 (a musical composition for) 8 instruments, voices, or 
performers 2 octave 1 
octo- - see ocTA- 

October /ok'tohba/ n the 10th month of the Gregonan calendar [ME 
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of 


Octobre, fr OF, fr L October (8th month of the Roman calendar), fr 
octo] 

octodecimo /.oktoh'desimoh/ n eighteenmo [L. abi of octodecimus 
eighteenth, fr octodecim eighteen, fr octo eight f decent ten - more at 
ten] 

octogenarian /.oktap'nedn-dn/ n a person between 80 and 89 years old 
[L octogenanus containing eighty, fr octogeni eighty each, fr octogmta 
eighty, fr octo eight + -ginta (akin to wgmU twenty) - more at vigesimai ] 

~ octogenarian adj 

octopod /'okta.pod/ n an octopus or related cephalopod mollusc with 8 
arms [denv of Gk oktopod-, oktopous scorpion, fr oktd octa- f pod-, 
pous foot - more at Fcxn] - octopod adj, octopodan /ok'topdddn, also 
.okta'pohdan/ adj or n, octopodoua adj 
octopus /oktapas/ n, pi octopuses, octopi /-pie/ 1 any of a genus of 
molluscs related to the squids and cuttleHshes with 8 muscular arms 
equipped with 2 rows of suckers 2 sthg having many radiating branches 
or far-reaching controlling influence [NL Octopod-, Octopus, genus 
name, fr Gk oktopous] 

octoroon /'okla.roohn/ n a person of Negro ancestry [octa- ^ -roon 
(as in quadroon)] 

octosyllable /'oktoh,sibbl, -i>/ n a word or line of 8 syllables - 
octosyllabic /-si'labik/ adj 

ocul-, oculo- comb form eye (and) <oculo/noror><oculi«) (L (tcul-, fr 
oculus - more at fye] 

*OCUlar /'okyoob/ adj 1 performed or perceived with the eyes 2 of the 
eye <~ muscles) {LL oculans of eyes, fr L oculus eye] 

’ocular j] an eyepiece 

oculist /'okyoolist/ n an ophthalmologist or optician (F ocultste, fr L 
ocu/us] 

od /od, ohd/ n a mystenous force formerly believed to pervade the 
universe [G (coined by Baron Karl von Reichenbach tl869 G natural 
philosopher)] 

odalisque /'ohd(3)l isk/ n a female slave or concubine in a harem [F. 
fr Turk odalik] 

odd /od/ adj la left over when others are paired or grouped b not 
matching socks} 2 not divisible by 2 without leaving a remainder 
are - numbers) 3 somewhat more than the specified number - 
usu 111 combination <.?00-odd pages} 4 not regular or planned; casual, 
occasional jobs}<^at moments} 5 different from the usual or 
conventional, strange [ME odde, fr ON oddi point of land, triangle, odd 
number; akin to OE ord point of a weapon] - oddly adv, oddness n 
'odd, ball /-.bawl/ n an eccentric or peculiar person -- infm) - oddball 
adj 

oddity /'odati/ n 1 an odd person, thing, event, or trait 2 oddness, 
strangeness 

.odd man 'out n sby or sthg that differs in some respect from all the 
others in a set or group 

oddmant /'odmant/ n 1 sthg left over, a remnant 2 pi odds and 

ENDS 

odds /odz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr la an amount by which one thing 
exceeds or falls short of another (won the election against considerable 
^ ) b a difference in terms of advantage or disadvantage <ir makes no 
'^} (what's the ^7} 2 the probability (expressed as a ratio) that one 
thing will happen rather than another (the ^ are that he will be 
dismissed} (the ^ are SO to I against the newcomer} 3 disagreement, 
vanance (was at with management} 4 the ratio between the amount 
to be paid off for a winning bet and the amount of the bet (gave ^ of 
STATISTICS 

.odds and 'ends n pi miscellaneous items or remnants 
,odds>'on adj 1 (viewed as) having a better than even chance to win (the 

- favourite} 2 not involving much nsk (an ^ bet} 

odd trick n each tnck in excess of 6 won by the declarer’s side at bndge 

- compare book 6 

ode /ohd/ n a lync poem, often addressed to a particular subject, marked 
by a usu exalted tone and varying meter and length of line [MF or LL, 
MF, fr LL, fr Ok oide, Ih , song, fr aetdein, aidein to sing, akin to Gk aude 
voice, OHG farwazan to deny] 

-ode /-ohd/ comb form (-» n) I way, path (electrode} 2 electrode 
(diode} [Gk -odos, fr hodos road, way] 
odeum /oh'dee-dm, 'ohdi*dm/ n, pi odM /-a/ a small roofed theatre of 
ancient Greece and Rome [L A Gk; L, fr Gk oideion, fr otde song] 
odious /'ohdi-M/ adj arousing hatred or revulsion (an enme} [ME, 
fir MF odieus, fr L odiosus, fr odium] - odiously adv, odiousneas n 
odium /'ohdi-am/ n general condemnation or disgrace associated with a 


despicable act - fmi [L. hatred, fr odisse to hale, akin to OE atol temble, 
Gk odyssasthai to be angry] 

odometer /oh'domita/ n an instrument for measunng the distance 
travelled (e g by a vehicle) [F odometre, fr Gk hodometron, fr hodos way, 
road + metron measure - more at measure] 
odont-, odonto- comb form tooth (odontitis} [F, fr Gk odont-. odous - 
more at tooih] 

-odont /-a.dont/ comb form ( - adj) having teeth of a (specified) nature 
(mesodont} [Gk odont-, odous tooth] 

odontoglossum /oh,dont3'glosam. a-, o-/ n any of a genus of tropical 
Amcncan orchids with showy flowers [NL, genus name, fr odont- + Gk 
glossa tongue - more at ’oi oss] ‘ 

o.dontoid 'process /oh'dontoyd, a, o-/ n a toothlike projection from 
the front end of the second vertebra in the neck on which the first vertebra 
and the head rotate 

odontology /.ohdon'tolaji, o-/ n the science dealing with the (structure, 
development, and diseases of the) teeth [F odontologie, fr odont- + -logic 
-logy] - odontologist n, odontological /-ta'lojikl/ adj 
odoriferous /.ohda‘nf(a)ras/ adj yielding a scent or odour - odori/er- 
ously adv 

odorous /'ohd(a)ras/ adj having a scent or odour - odoroualy adv 
odour, SAm chiefly odor /ohda/ n 1 (the sensation resulting from) a 
quality of sthg that stimulates the sense of smell 2 repute, favour (in bad 
- fml 3 a charactcnstic quality, a savour - chiefly derog (an ^ of 
sanctity} [ME odour, fr OF, fr L odor, akin to L olere to smell. Gk ozei/i 
to smell, osme smell, odour] - odourless adj 

odyssey /"odasi/ n a long wandenng or quest [the Odyssey, epic poem 
by Homer recounting the long wandenngs of Odysseus] 
oecumenicel /.ekyoo'menikl, .eekyoo-/ adj ecumenical 
oedema, NAm chiefly edema /I'decma/ n abnormal accumulation of 
liquid derived from serum causing abnormal swelling of the tissues [NL, 
fr Gk oidema swelling, fr oidein to swell; akin to OE ator pus] 
Oedipus complex /'eedipds. ‘edipas/ n (an adult personality dLsorder 
resulting from) the sexual attraction developed by a child towards the 
parent of the opposite sex with accompanying jealousy of the parent of 
the same sex [Oedipus, figure in Gk mythology who unknowingly killed 
his father and manned his mother) Oedipsi adj 
oeillade /uh'yahd {Fr oejad)/ n an (amorous or provocative) glance [F, 
fr MF, fr oeil eye, fr L oculus - more at eye] 
oenology, NAm chiefly enology /ee'nobji/ n the science of wine and 
winemaking [Gk oinos wine + E -logy] - oenologist n 
oenophile, NAm chiefly enophile /'eenoh.fiel/ n a wine connoisseur 
o'er /aw, 'oh a/ adv or prep over - poetic 

oersted ^'’uhstod/ n the cgs unit of magnetic field strength [Hans 
Christian Oersted tl851 Dan physicist] 

oesophag-, oesophago-, NAm chiefly esophag-, esophago- comb form 1 
oesophagus (oesophageal 2 oesophageal and (oesophagogasme) 
oesophagus /ee'sofagas/ n. pi oesophagi /-.gic/ the muscular tube 
leading from the back of the mouth to the stomach digestion 
[ME ysophagus, fr GW oisophagos, fr oisein to be going to carry + phagein 
to eat] - oesophageal /cc.sofp'jee al, .— ’-/ 
oestr-, oestro-, NAm chiefly estr-, estro- comb form (promoting) oestrus 
< oestrogen) 

oestradiol /,eestra'die,ol, ,estra-/ n the major oestrogenic steroid sex 
hormone in human females, used in treating abnormal absence of men- 
struation and menopausal symptoms [ISV oestra- (fr oestnn, an oestro- 
genic hormone) + di- ^ -of] 

oestriol /*ecstn,ol. 'estn.ol/ n an oestrogenic steroid hormone used esp 
in the treatment of menopausal symptoms [oestnn tn- -of] 
oestrogen /'eestr3j(3)n. 'estra-/ n a substance, esp a sex hormone, that 
stimulates the development of secondary sex charactenstics in female 
vertebrates and promotes oestrus in lower mamnuils [NL oestrus -v ISV 
-o- f -gen] - oestrogenic /-'jcnik/ adj, oestrogcnically adv 
oestrone /'eestrohn. 'cstrohn/ n an oestrogenic steroid hormone that is 
a derivative of oestradiol and has similar actions and uses [ISV, fr oestnn 
(an oestrogenic hormone)] 

oestrus /'eestros, 'estras/ n a regularly recurrent state of sexual exatabil- 
ity in the female of most lower mammals when she will copulate with the 
male [NL, fr L oestrus gadfly, frenzy, fr Gk oistros - more at ire] - 
oestralf oestrous adj 

'oestrus .cycle n the senes of changes in a female mammal occurring 
from one penod of oestrus to the next 

oeuvre /uhva (Fr oeivr)/ n pi oeuvres Z-^/ the life’s work of a writer, 
artist, or composer [F ceuvre, lit., work, fr L opera - more at opera] 
of /av; strong ov/ prep la - used to indicate ongin or denvation (a man 
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~ noble birthy (Jihey expect it ^ me) b - used to indicate cause, motive, 
or reason <^died ^ pneumonia'} <^did it ^ her own free will} e proceeding 
from; on the part of (the approval ^ the minister} (the buizing ^ the 
bees} (very kmd ^ him} d by 4a(2) (the plays Shaw} 2a(l) 
composed or made from (a crown ^ gold} (a staff -w teachers} (a family 
f} (2) using as a matenal (what did he make the crown ~ ^ (made 
the dress ^ ^Ik rather than cotton} b containing <c'i/p ^ water} c-used 
to indicate the mass noun or class that includes the part denoted by the 
previous word (an inch ^ rain} (a blade ^ grass} d from among (most 
the army} (one ^ his last poems} (the fattest ^ the girls} (members 
^ the team} (she, ~ all people!} (the elder ^ the two} 3a belonging to, 
related to (the leg ^ the chair} (the colour ~ her dress} (the relatives 
those who were killed} (the wife ^ the managing director} (the hat 
^ the old gentleman} b that is or are - used before possessive forms (a 
friend ^ John’s} (that nose his} c charactenzed by. with, having (a 
man ^ courage} (an area ~ hills} (a woman ^ no im- 
portance} (suitcases -- a suitable size} d connected with (the king 
England} (a teacher ^ French} (a smell mice} (the time ~ amvaf} 
e existing or happening in or on (the battle ^ Blenheim'^ (my letter ^ 
the 19th} 4a relating to (a topic), concerning (stories ~ his 
travels} (dreamed - home} (what ^ if^ b in respect to (slow ^ 
speech} (north ^ the lake} (have hopes ^ him} (fond ^ 
chocolate} (guilty murder} c directed towards (love ^ nature} (care 
— guinea pigs} (the shooting ^ seals} (ask a question ^ him} d - used 
to show separation or removal (eased ^ pain} (cured him - 
mumps} (cheated him ^ his nghts} c - used as a function word to 
indicate a whole or quantity from which a part is removed or expended 
(gave ~ his time} 5 - used to indicate apposition (the city - 
Rome} (the age — f} (the art ~ painting} 6 NAm to (a specified hour) 
(a quarter four} 7 in, during (died a Monday} (go there ^ an 
evening} - infml (ME, off, of, fr OE, adv & prep; akin to OHG aba off, 
away, L ab from, away, Gk apo] - of a -like (that palace of a house} (that 
brute of a dog} > used after expressions of strong feeling 
of- - see OB- 

ofay /’oh,fay, •*-/ n a white person - derog (ongin unknown] 

’off 'of/ adv la(l) from a place or position (march -- > (fnghten them 
^ >, speaf away from land (ship stood ^ to sea} (2) away in space or 
ahead in time (stood 10 paces ^ } (Chnstmas is a week ^ > b from a 
course; aside (turned into a lay-by}', specif away from the wind c into 
sleep or unconsciousness (dozed ^ ) 2a so as to be not supported (rolled 
to the edge of the table and ~ >, not in close contact (took his coat >. 
or not attached (handle came ^ > b so as to be divided (surface marked 
into squares} (a comer screened > 3a to or in a state of discontinu- 

ance or suspension (shut ^ an engine} (game was rained ~ > (the radio 
is ‘^} b so as to be completely fmished or no longer existent (finish it 
'*'}(ktll them '->}(walk it ^} (sleep it '--} c in or into a state of 
putrefaction (cream ’s gone ~ > d (as lO by heart (know it ^ pat} 4 away 
from an activity or function (the night shift went ^ } (take time for 
lunch} 5 offstage (noises ^ ) 6 to a sexual climax (brought him - 
slang [ME of, fr OE > more at of] 

^ff prep la - used to indicate physical separation or distance from (take 
it the table} (jumped his bicycle} (wear it ^ the shoulder} b to 
seaward of (2 miles ~ shore} c lying or turning aside from; adjacent to 
(a shop just ^ the high street} d (slightly) away from - often in 
combination (a week ^ work} (completely ^ the 
pomt} (off-target} (off-centre} 2 - used to indicate the source from 
which sthg denves or is obtained (dined ~ oysters} (bought it ^ a 
friend} (claim it ^ tax} 3a not occupied in duty} b tired of; no 
longer interested in or using (he’s ^ drugs} (I've gone - science fiction} 
c below the usual standard or level of his game} 

*off adj la FAR 3 b seaward c being the nght-hand one of a pair (the ^ 
wheel of a cart} d situated to one side; adjoining (bedroom with dressing 
room ^} 2a started on the way (^ on a spree} b not taking place or 
staying in effect; cancelled (the match is ^} c of a dish on a menu no 
longer being served 3a not up to standard; unsatisfactory in terms of 
achievement (an day} b slack <'^ season) 4 affected (as iO with 
putrefaction (this fish is ->-} 5 provided (well ^ } (how are you for 
socks?} 6a m, on, through, or towards the off side of a cncket field b esp 
of a ball bowled in cricket moving or tending to move in the direction of 
the leg side break} 7 of behaviour not what one has a right to expect; 
esp rather unkind or dishonest (it was a bit ^ to leave without a word 
of thanks!} - infml 
kiff VI to go away; leave 

*off n the start or outset; also a starting signal (ready for the ^ > 
offal /*ofl/ n 1 the by-products of milling used esp for animal feeds 2 


the liver, heart, kidney, etc of a butchered animal used as food 3 refuse 
(ME, fr of off + fall] 

.off and 'on adv from time to time 
.offbeat /-'beet/ adj unusual, esp unconventional - infml 
.off 'Broadway /'brawdway/ adj or n often cap O (oQ a part of the New 
York professional theatre that is located outside the theatrical Broadway 
area and stresses fundamental and artistic values 
'off-, chance n a remote possibility - on the off chance just in case (came 
on the off chance of seeing you} 

.off-'colour adj 1 unwell (feeling a bit •^} 2 chiefly NAm somewhat 
indecent; risque 

'off .cut /-.kut/ n a piece (e g of paper or wood) that is left after the 
onginal piece required has been cut 

offence, NAm chiefly offense /o'fens/ n 1 sthg that occasions a sense 
of outrage 2 (an) attack, assault 3 displeasure, resentment 4a a sin or 
misdeed b an illegal act. a crime 5 chiefly NAm attack 6 (ME, fr MF, 
fr L ofTensa, fr offenses, pp of offendere] - offenceless adj 
offend /s'fend/ vi 1 to break a moral or divine law - often 4 against 2 
to cause displeasure, difficulty, or discomfort --vt 1 to cause pain or 
displeasure to. hurt (colours that ^ the eye} 2 to cause to feel indigna- 
tion or disgust (ME offender}, fr MF offendre, fr L offendere to stnkc 
against, offend, fr ob- against ^ -fendere to strike - more at ob-, defend] 
- offender n 

’offensive /a'fensiv/ adj la aggressive, attacking b of or designed for 
attack ('^ weapons} 2 arousing physical disgust, repellent 3 causing 
indignation or outrage - offensively adv, offensiveness n 
’offensive n 1 the position or attitude of an attacking party (took the 
} 2 an esp military attack on a large scale 
’offer /'ofa/ vt 1 to present (e g a prayer or sacnfice) in an act of worship 
or devotion - often f up 2a to present for acceptance, rejection, or 
consideration b to present in order to satisfy a rcquirerneni (candidates 
may Welsh as one of their foreign languages} 3 to declare one’s 
willingness <^ed ro help me> 4 to put up v '-ed stubborn resistance} 5a 
to make available, afford (the hotel -^s a full range of facilities} b to 
present (goods) for sale 6 to present in performance or exhibition 7 to 
tender as payment, bid -^vi 1 to make an offer for consideration, 
acceptance, etc 2 to present itself, occur ((v/ 1) ME offren, fr OE offnan, 
fr LL offerre, fr L, to present, tender, fr ob- towards » ferre to carry, (2-7 
& vi) ME offren, fr OF offnr, fr L offerre -'more at oh-, ‘BLak] 
’offer n la a proposal, specif a proposal of marnage b an undertaking to 
do or give sthg on a specific condition 2 a pnee named by a prospective 
buyer - on offer being offered, specif for sale, esp at a reduced pnee - 
under offer sold subject to the signing of contracts - used in connection 
with sales of real estate 

offering /’of(3)nng/ n 1 the act of one who offers 2 sthg offered, esp 
a sacnfice ceremonially offered as a part of worship 3 a contnbution to 
the support of a church or other religious organization 
offertory /'ofat(3)n/ n 1 often cap (a text said or sung dunng) the 
offering of the Communion bread and wine to God before consecration 
2 (the collection and presentation oO the offenngs of the congregation at 
public worship [ML offertonum, fr offertus, pp of LL offerre] 
offhand /, of hand/ adv or adj 1 without forethought or preparation 2 
without proper attention or respect - offhanded adj, offhandedly adv, 
offhandedneas n 

office /'ofis/ /I 1 an esp beneficial service or action earned out for 
another (through her good ^ s / recovered my belongings} 2a a position 
giving authonty to exercise a public function (the ofPnme Minister} 
b a position with special duties or responsibilities 3 a presenbed form or 
service of worship; esp, cap divine offIck 4a a place, esp a large 
building, where the business of a particular, orgamzation is earned out b 
(a group of people shanng) a room in which the administrative, clerical, 
or professional work of an organization is performed c a place, esp a small 
room, where a particular service is providedXf/ie lost property ^ > 5a cap 
a major administrative unit in some govemttients (the Foreign Office) b 
a subdivision of some government departments [ME, fr OF, fr L officium 
service, duty, office, fr opus work ^ faoere to make, do -- more at 
OPERATE, do] 

'office ,boy, fern 'office .girl n a young person employed to run errands 
in an office 

’officer /oftsa/ a 1 a policeman 2 one who holds a position with special 
duties or responsibilities (e g in a government or business) 3a one who 
bolds a position of authonty or command in the armed forces; specif a 
commissioned officer b a master or any of the mates of a merchant or 
passenger ship (ME, fr MF officier, fr ML officiarius, fr L officium] 
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’officer vr 1 to supply with oHlcers 2 to command or direct as an 
officer 

.officer of 'arms n any of the officers of a monarch or government 
responsible for creating and granting heraldic arms 
'official /p'fishfs)!/ n one who holds an esp public office (government 
s> officialdom /-d(3)m/ n, officialese /-'eez/ n 
’official adj 1 of an office and its duties 2 holding an office 3a 
authoritative, authonzed b prescribed nr recognized as authorized, esp by 
a pharmacopoeia 4 suitable for or characteristic of a person in office, 
formal - officially adv 

official.ism /',i/(a)m/ n the lack of flexibility and excessive adherence 
to routine held to characterize the behaviour of esp government offi- 
cials 

Official Re'ceiver n a public official appointed to administer a bank- 
rupt’s property 

officiate /a'fishiayt/ vi 1 to perform an esp religious ceremony, function, 
or duty at a wedding} 2 to act as an official or in an official capacity 
- officiant /-ant/ n, officiation /-'aysh(3)n/ n 
officinal /.ofi'sienl/ adj 1 kept ready-prepared at a pharmacy 
medicine}, alw (wuriAi 1b 2 medicinal herbs} [ML officinalis o( 
a storeroom, fr ofJlcina storeroom, fr L, workshop, fr opific-, opifei 
workman, fr opus work ^ facere to do] - officinal n, officinally adv 
officious /a'fishas/ adj 1 given to or marked by overzealousness in 
exercising authority or carrying out duties 2 esp of a diplomatic agree- 
ment informal, unofficial [L officiosus, fr ofYicium service, office] 
officiously adv, officiousness n 

offing /'ofing/ n the part of the deep sea visible from the shore ['off] - 
in the offing likely to happen in the near future (thought more unemploy- 
ment was in the offing') 

offish /‘ofish/ duj 'ncl'.ned to be aloof or distant - infml [’o/J] - offishly 
adv, offishne.ss n 

.off-'key adi varying in pitch from the proper tone of a melody 
'off-, licence n, Br a shop, part of a public house, etc licensed to sell 
alcoholic drinks to be consumed off the premises, also the licence 
pennitting such sale - ofT>Uccnsce /.- --'-/ n 
.off 'limits adv or adj, chiefly NAm & Austr out-of-bounds 
'off-, line adj not controlled directly by a computer equipment j - 

compare on-i inf - -T symboi - off-line adv 
.off-'load vt I'NiOAD 1, 2 

,Off-off-'Broadway adj or n (oO avant-garde theatrical prtxiuctions in 
New York 

,off-'peak adj (used) at a time of less than the maximum demand or 
activity electncity} traveh 

'offprint /-.print/ n a separately printed excerpt (e g an article from a 
magazine) - offprint vt 

.off-'putting adj, chiefly Br disagreeable, disconcerting - infml 
'off .sales n pi, Br dnnks and food sold, esp by a public house, for 
consumption off the premises 

'off, scouring /-.skowanng/ n refuse, dregs - often pi with sing mean- 
ing 

.offscreen /-'skreen/ adv or adj out of sight of the film or television 
viewer 

,off-'season n a time of suspended or reduced activity 
''offset /-.set/ n 1 a short shexjt or bulb growing out to the side from the 
base of a plant 2a an offshoot, esp of a family or race b a spur in a range 
of hiHs 3 an abrupt bend in an object by which one part is turned aside 
out of line 4 sthg that serves to compensate for sthg else 5 a pnnting 
process in which an inked impression from a plate is first made on a 
rubber surface and then transferred to paper 
’.offset vt -tt-; offset la to balance (credits - debits} b to v '^^pensatc 
or make up for 2 to pnnt (c g a book) by using the offset process 
.offset 'litho n offset pnnting from photolithographic plates 
'off, shoot /-.shooht/ n 1 a branch of a plant's mam stem 2a a lateral 
branch (e g of a mountain range) b a subsidiary branch, descendant, or 
member 

.offshore /-'shaw/ adj or adv 1 (coming or moving) away from the shore 
2 at a distance from the shore 

offshore fund n a form of unit trust that is registered abroad, usu in 
countries offering tax advantages 

.offside /-'sied/ adv or adj illegally in advance of the ball or puck in a 
team game 

'off .side n 1 the part of a cncket field on the opposite side of a line 
joining the middle stumps to that in which the lutsman stands when 
playing a ball - compare i eg side sport 2 chiefly Br the nght side 

of a horse, vehicle, etc 


'offspring /-.spnng/ n, pi offspring the progeny of a person, animal, or 
plant, young [ME ofspnng, fr OE, fr o/'ofr ^ spnngan to spring] 
.offstage /-'stayj/ adv or adj 1 on a part of the stage not visible to the 
audience 2 behind the scenes; away from the public gaze 
,off-the-'cuff adj or adv impromptu - infml 
,off-the-'peg adj, chiefly Br (of or dealing in clothes) made beforehand 
to fit standard sizes - compare made-to-measure - off-the-peg adv 
,off-the-'record adj or adv (given or made) unofficially or in confi- 
dence 

,off-'white n or adj (a) yellowish or greyish white 
oft /oft/ adv often - poetic [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG oBo often] 
often /'of(t)3n/ adv 1 (at) many times 2 in many casA (they die 
young} [ME, alter of oft] 

ogee /'ohjec/ n 1 (a moulding in the form oQ a shallow S-shaped cj ipy 
2 ogee arch, ogee a pointed arch with shallow S-shaped sides USE 
ARcHiTFCTURE [ol» Ogee (ogive). fr the use of such mouldings in 
ogives] 

ogham, ogam /'ogam, 'oh am/ n a 20-character Old Irish alphabet that 
used notches for vowels and lines that met at or cut across a straight line 
(e g the edge of a stone) for consonants [IrGael ogham, fr Mir ogom, 
ogum] - oghamic /o'gamik, 'oh amik/ adj 
ogival /oh'jievl/ adj (having the form) of an ogive or an ogee 
ogive /'ohjiev/ n a diagonal arch or nb across a Gothic vault [F] 
ogle r ohgl/ vb ogling /"obgling/ to glance or stare with esp sexual interest 
(at) [prob fr LG oegein, fr oog eye, akin to OHG ouga eye - more at eye] 

- ogle n, ogler n 

ogre /'ohga/, fern ogress /’ohgns/ n la hideous giant of folklore believed 
to feed on human beings 2 a dreaded person or thing - compare spectre 
2 [F] - ogreisb adj 

'oh, O /oh/ interj - used to express surprise, pain, disappointment, etc 
[MEo] 

’oh, O n nought [o. fr the similarity of the symbol for nought (0) to the 
letter O] 

ohm /ohm/ n the derived SI unit of electrical resistance equal to the 
resistance between 2 points of a conductor when a constant potenUil 
difference of I volt applied to these points produces a current of 1 ampere 
PHYSICS [Georg Simon Ohm tl854 G physicist] - ohmic adj, 
ohmically adv 

ohmmeter /’ohm.meeta/ n an instrument for measuring electneal resist- 
ance [ISV] 

oho /oh'hoh/ inteij - used to express amused surpnse, exultation, etc 
(ME) 

oi /o> ^ /I a style of music popular among some young white people in the 
early I '^SOs, characterized by a strong jerky rhythm and lyncs ofien 
advoc'^iuig racism and violence (an ^ band}('^ music} (prob fr oi, oy, 
interj used to attract attention, express warning, etc] 

-oic /-'oh ik/ suffix ( - adj) containing a (denvative of a) carboxyl group 
(L^nzoic acid} (-o- v -ic] 

'-oid /-oyd/ suffix ( - n) sthg resembling (a specified object) or having (a 
specified quality) (globoid} (asteroid} 

’-oid suffix (-> n, adj) 1 resembling, having the form or appearance of 
(jxtaJoid} (anthropoid} 2 beanng an imperfect resemblance to (human- 
oid} [MF 8l L, MF -oide, fr L -oides, fr Gk -oeides, fr -o- v eidoa 
appeamnee, form - more at 'wise] 

oidium /oh'idi am/ n, pi oidla /-di-a/ 1 any of (the small asexual spores 
borne in chains by) vanous fungi many of which are the spore-bojing 
stages of powdery mildews 2 a powdery mildew, esp on grapes, caused 
by an oidium [NL, fr a- f -idium] 

'oil /oyl/ n 1 any of numerous smooth greasy combustible liquids or low 
meliing-poini solids that are insoluble in water but dissolve in organic 
solvents 2 a substance (e g a cosmetic preparation) of oily consisteiicyjln 
OIL PAINT (a portrait done in ^s} b oil painting 4 petroleum 
ENERGY [ME ode, fr OF, fr L oleum olive oil, fr Gk elaion, fr ehua ohve] 

- oil adj 

’oil vt to treat or lubncate with oil vi to change from a solid fat mto an 
oil by melting - oiler n - oil the wheels to help things run smoothly 
'oil,bird /-.buhd/ n a nocturnal bird of S America and Tnnidad valued 
because oil can be extracted from the fat of its young and used aa a 
substitute for butter 

'oil .cake n the solid residue left after extracting the oil from seeds (e g 
of cotton) 

'oil, can /-.kan/ n a vessel with a nozzle designed to release oil in a 
controlled flow (e g for lubncating machinery) 

'oil.cloth /-.kloth/ Ji cloth treated with oil or paint and used for table and 
shelf coverings 
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'oil .colour n oil paint 

'oil .fiold n a region rich in petroleum deposits, esp one prtxiucing 
petroleum in commercial quantities 
'oil .gland n a gland that secretes oil, csp uropyciial gland 
'oil .paint n paint consisting of ground pigment mixed with oil 
'oil .painting n (a product of) (he art of painting with oil paints 
'oil .palm n an Afncan palm with fruit that yields palm oil 
‘oil.sead /^seed/ n a seed or crop (c g rape) grown largely for oil 
'oil , shale n shale from which oil can bo distilled 
'oil, skin /-.skm/ n 1 an oiled waterproof cloth used for covenngs and 
garments 2 an oilskin or plastic raincoat 3 pi an oilskin or plastic suit 
of coat and trousers 

'oil .slick n a film of oil floating on water 

'oil, Stone /-.stohn/ n a sharpening stone used with a surface coating of 
oil 

'oil .well n a well dnlled in the earth from which petroleum is 
obtained 

oily /’oyli/ adj 1 of. resembling, containing, or covered with oil 2 
unctuous, ingratiating - oilily adv, oiliness n 
oink /oyngk/ n the grunt of a pig - humor [imit] - oink vi 
ointment /'oyntmant/ n a soothing or healing salve for application to 
the skin [ME. alter of oignement, fr OF. modif of L unguentum, fr 
unguere to anoint, akin to OHG ancho butter, Skt anjaU he salves] 
Ojibwa, OJfbway /oh'jibway/ n. pi Ojibwas, Ojibways, csp collectively 
Ojibwa, Ojibway a member, or (he Algonquian language, of an American 
Indian people ong of Michigan [Ojibwa ojib-ubway, a kind of moccasin 
worn by the Ojibwa] 

'OK, okay /oh'kay, adv, adj, or inter] all right [perh abbr of oil 
korrcct, alter of all correct] 

*OK, okay /oh'kay/ vt or n OK’s; OK’ing; OK’d (to give) approval or 
authonzation (oO, sanction 

okapi /oh'kahpi/ n an Afncan mammal closely related to the giraffe but 
with a shorter neck and black and cream rings on the upper parts of the 
legs [native name in Afnca] 

okaydoke /.ohki'dohk/, okeydokey A'dohki/ mterj - used to express 
assent [redupl of OK] 

okra /'ohkra, 'okro/ n 1 a (all annual plant of the mallow family 
cultivated for its mucilaginous green pods used as a vegetable, esp in soups 
and stews, also the pods of this plant 2 gumbo 1 [of Afncan origin, akin 
to Twi r^'ku'ru'ma^ okra] 

-ol suffix n) chemical compound containing a hydroxyl group, alcohol 
(glycerol) (pheno\y (ethanol) [ISV, fr alcohol] 

'old /ohid/ adj la dating from (he esp remote past traditions) b 
persisting from an earlier time (an ^ ailment) c of long standing (an ^ 
friend) 2 cap constituting an early penod in the development of a 
language <01d Insh) 3 having existed for a specified penod of time (3 
years > 4 advanced in years or age 5 cxpcncnced (an ^ hand)> 6 
former 7a made long ago, esp worn with time or use b no longer in use, 
discarded 8a long familiar (the same ^ story) b - used as an intensive 
(a high time) (any ^ time) [ME, fr OE eald\ akin to OHG alt old, 
L alere to nounsh, aJescere to grow, altus high, deep] - oldish adj, 
oldncas n 

*old n 1 old or earlier time (men of ^) 2 one of a specified age - usu in 
combination (a J-ycar-old) 

.old 'Adam /'adam/ n the sinful nature inherent in man [Adam, the first 
man & first sinner, according to the Bible (Gen 2.7-3 24)] 

.old 'age n the final stage of the normal life span 

.old age 'pension n a state pension paid to retired people old age 

peoskHier n 

.old 'boy, fern .old 'girl n, chiefly Br la former pupil of a particular, esp 
public, school 2 a fellow or fnend - often used as an informal term of 
address 

.old 'boy .network n, chiefly Br the system of favountism operating 
among people of a similar pnvileged background, esp among former 
pupils of public schools 

Old Church Slavonic n a Slavonic language surviving as the liturgical 
language of the Orthodox church 

.old con'temptibles n pi, often cap O&C the British expeditionary 
force in France in 1914 - infmi [fr the alleged descnption of it by the 
Emperor of Germany as a ’contemptible little army'] 

'old .country n an immigrant's country of origin 
olden Aohldn/ adj of a bygone era - poetic 
.Old 'English n the English language of the 7th to 11th c 
language 


Old English sheepdog n (any oO an English breed of medium-sized 
sheepdogs with a very long shaggy coat 
olde-worlde /.ohld 'wuhld; often .ohldi 'wuhldi/ adj (excessively or 
falsely) old-world [by alter (pseudo-antique spelling)] 

.old-'fashioned adj 1 (characteristic) of a past era; outdated 2 clinging 
to customs of a past era - old-fashlonedly adv 
.old-fashioned 'look n a knowing or disapproving look 
.Old 'French n the French language from the 9th to approximately the 
late 14th c 

.old 'gold n or adj (a) dull brownish yellow 

,oid 'guard n sing or pi in constr, often cap OAG the (original) 
conservative members of a group or party 
.old 'hand n vli eran 1 
.old 'hat adj 1 old-fashioned 2 hackneyed, tnte 
.Old High 'German n High German before the 12th c 
oldie /'ohldi/ n sby or sthg old; esp a popular song from the past 
.old 'lady n one's wife or mother - infml 

.old 'maid n 1 srinsifr 2 2a simple card game in which each player 
tnes to avoid holding a designated unpaired card at the end 3 a pnm fussy 
person - infml - old-maidish adj 

.old 'man n 1 one's husband or father 2 one in authonty (e g one's 
employer, manager, or commander) - + the USE infml 
.old-man's 'beard n iravflilr’s joy 

.old 'master n (a work by) a distinguished European painter of the 16th 
to early 18th c 

.Old 'Nick /nik/ n - used as an informal or humorous name for the devil 
[Nick, nickname for Nicholas] 

.Old North 'French n the northern dialects of Old French, esp of 
Normandy and Picardy 
.old 'penny n rlnny la(l) 

.Old 'Prussian n a Baltic language of E Prussia until the 17th c 
.old 'school n adherents of traditional ideas and practices 
.old .school 'tie n 1 a tie displaying the colours of an English public 
school, worn by former pupils 2 the conservatism and upper-class 
solidanty traditionally attnbuted to former members of British public 
schools 

.old 'stager /'stayja/ n vhfran 1 

oldster /'ohldsta/ n, chiefly NAm an old or elderly person - infml 
'Old .Style adj or adv according to the Julian calendar 
.Old 'Testament n a collection of writings forming the Jewish canon of 
Scripture and the first part of the Christian Bible 
'old-, time adj (characteristic) of an earlier period 
,old-'timer n 1 vtifran I 2 chiefly NAm an old man 
.old 'wives' .tale n a traditional superstitious notion 
.old 'woman n 1 one's wife or mother 2 a timid, pnm, or fussy person, 
esp a man - derog USE infml 

,old-'worid adj 1 of the E hemisphere 2 reminiscent of a past age, esp 
quaintly charming 

.Old 'World n the E Hemisphere, spec/f Europe, Asia, and Afnca 
ole-, oleo- comb form oil (oleic) [F o/t*-. olco-, fr L ole-, fr oleum - more 
at oil] 

ol6 /oh'lay/ inter] - used as a cry of approval or success, esp at bullfights 
[Sp ole, ole, fr Ar wa-llah, fr wa- and i aJIah God] 
oleaginous /.ohii'ajinas/ adj resembling, containing, or producing oil; 
oily [MF oleagineux, fr L oleagineus of an olive tree, fr oJea olive tree, 
fr Gk elaia] ~ oleaglnously adv, oleaginossness n 
oleander /.ohli'anda/ n a poisonous evergreen shrub of the penwinkle 
family with fragrant white, pink, or red flowers [ML] 
oleaster /.oli'asta/ n any of several large shrubs or small trees having 
yellow flowers and planted esp to provide shelter in dry windy regions [L, 
fr olea] 

olefin, olefine /’ohli.fin, -.feen/ n an alkane [ISV, fr F (gaz) olefiant 
ethylene, fr L oleum] - olefinic /-'finik/ gdj 

oleic /oh'lee ik/ adj 1 relating to, denved from, or contained in oil 2 of 
oleic acid - oleate Aohliayt/ n 

o,ieic 'acid n an unsaturated fatty acid fovaid as glycerides in natural fats 
and oils 

oleograph /'ohli-a.grahf, -,graf/ n a chromolithograph printed on cloth 
to resemble an oil painting [ISV ole- * ‘graph] - olcograpUc /-'grafik/ 
adj, oleography /-'ografi/ n 

oleoresin /.ohlioh'rezin/ n a solution of resin in oil occurring naturally 
as a plant product (e g turpentine) or made synthetically [ISV] - oleoreai- 
nous adj 

oleum /’ohli-am/ n a heavy oily strongly corrosive solution of sulphur 
tnoxide in sulphunc acid [L - more at oil] 
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olfaction /olTaksh(3)n/ n smelling or the sense of smell [L olfactus, pp 
of olfacere to smell, fr oJere to smell f facere to do - more at odour, do] 

- olfoctive /-tiv/, olfactory /-t(a)n/ adj 

olig- /oligV, ollgo- comb fonn few <ohgarc/iy> [ML, fr Gk, fr oligos, akin 
to Arm afka/ scant] 

oligarch /'oligahk/ n a member of an oligarchy [Gk oligarches, fr olig- 
+ 'arcJies -arch] 

oligarchy /'oligahki/ n 1 government by a small group 2 a state or 
organization in which a small group exercises control, esp for its own 
interests 3 a small group exercising such control - oligarchic /-'gahkik/, 
oligarchical adj 

Oligocene /o'hgoh,sccn, 'oligoh.scen/ adj or n (oj^or being) an epoch of 
the Tertiary between the Eocene and Miocene evolution [ISV] 
oligochaete /.oliga'keeu, 3'liga,kect9, -keet, 'oIigoh,keet(3)/ n or adj 
(any) of a class of freshwater and ground-living annelid worms (e g the 
earthworm) with relatively few bristles along the body - compare poi y 
CHAFTE [NL Oligochaeta, class or order name, fr Gk olig- + chaite long 
hair] 

oligoclase /'oligoh.klays, o'ligoh,klays/ n a common feldspar mineral of 
the plagioclase senes found in many rocks (e g granite) [G oligoklas, fr 
ohg- Gk klasis breaking, fr klan to break - more at 'halt] 
oligomer /a'ligama/ n (an intermediate in the synthesis oQ a polymer 
containing relatively few structural units [ohg- f -mcr (as in polymer)] 

- oligomeric /-'menk/ adj, oligomerization /•mane‘zaysh(a)n/ n 
oligopoly /.oli'gopoh/ n a market situation in which each of a few 

producers affects but docs not control the market [ohg- f monopoly] - 
oligopolist n, oligopolistic /-'listik/ adj 
olivaceous /oli'vayshos/ adj olive 

'olive /'oliY/ ij 1 tan Old World evergreen tree that grows esp around the 
Mediterranean and bears) a small stone fruit used as a food and a source 
of oil 2 olive, olive green a dull yellowish green colour resembling lhai 
of an unnpe olive [ME, fr OF, fr L ohva, fr Gk elaia] 

'olive, .olive 'green adj of the colour olive 
'olive .branch n an offer or gesture of conciliation or goodwill 
olivine /'oliveen. n a usu greenish mineral that is a sibcate of 
magnesium and iron [G ohvin, fr L o//va] - olivinic /-'vinik/ adj, 
olivinitic /-vi'mtik/ adj 

olm /ohlm, olm/ n a European cave-dwelling aquatic salamander with 
nonfunctional eyes [G, fr OHG] 

ology /'obji/ n science la, c - humor [-ology (as in geology, psy- 
chology)] 

oloroao /.ohb'rohsoh, ,ob-/ n, pi olorosos a golden full-bodied sweet 
sherry [Sp, fr oloroso fragrant, fr ohr odour, fr L, fr olere to smell] 
olympiad /3'limpi,ad/ n, often cap 1 any of the 4-year intervals between 
Olympian games by which time was reckoned in ancient Greece 2 
OLYMPIC GAMES [MF Olympiadc, fr L Olympiad-, Olympias, fr Gk, fr 
Olympia, site in Greece of ancient Olympian games] 

'Olympian /a'hmpi sn/ adj of the ancient Greek region of Olympia 
'Olympian n, chiefly NAm a participant in the Olympic Games 
'Olympian adj 1 of Mount Olympus in Thessaly 2 lofty, detached 
^Olympian n 1 an inhabitant of the ancient Greek region of Olympia 2 
any of the ancient Greek deities dwelling on Olympus 3 a lofrily detached 
or supenor person 

0.lympian 'Games n pi a festival held every 4th year by the ancient 
Greek states and consisting of contests of sports, music, and literature 
Olympic /s'limpik/ adj 1 'olympian 2 of or executed in the Olympic 
Games 

O.lympic 'Games n pi but smg or pi in constr, pi Olympic Games an 
international sports meeting that is a modified revival of the Olympian 
games and is held once every 4 years in a different host country 
O'lympics n pi but sing or pi in constr, pi Olympica Olympic gamls 
-oma /-'ohma/ suffix ( - n), pi -omas, -omata /-'ohmatd, -'mahta/ tumour 
<adeAoma> (fibroma) [L -omat-, -oma, fr Gk -omat-, -oma, fr -o- (stem 
of causative verbs in -oun) ^ -mat-, -ma, suffix denoting result - more at 
-ment] 

omasum /oh'may$(a)m/ n, pi omau /-sd/ the third stomach of a 
ruminant mammal, lying between the reticulum and the abomasum [NL. 
fr L, tnpe of a bullock] 

ombre /omba/ n a 3-handed card game popular in Europe in the i7th 
and 18th c (F or Sp; F hombn, fr Sp, lit., man] 
ombr# /’ombray/ adj, esp of fabnes graduated in colour from light to 
dark [F, pp of ombrer to shade, fr It ombrare, fr ombra shade, fr L umbra 
- more at umbrage] 

ombudsman /'omboodzman/ n a government official appointed to 


investigate complaints made by individuals against government or public 
bodies [Sw, lit., representative, fr ON umbothsmathr, fr umboth com- 
mission + mathr man] 

•ome /-ohm/ suffix ( - n) part (rhizome) - esp in botanical names [NL 
-oma, fr L, -oma] 

omega /'ohmiga/ n 1 the 24th and last letter of the Greek alphabet 2 
the last one in a senes, order, etc - compare alpha 2 [Gk omega, lit., 
large o] 

omelette, NAm chiefly omelet /’omlil/ n a mixture of beaten eggs 
cooked until set in a shallow pan and often served folded in half over a 
filling - compare Spanish dmfli ite [F omelette, alter of MF alumelle, 
lit , knife blade, modif of L lamella, dim of lamina thin pbte] 
omen /'ohman/ n an event or phenomenon believed to be a sign of some 
future occurrence [L omin-, omen] 

omentum /oh'mentam/ n, pi omenta /-is/, omentums a fold of pento- 
neum connecting or supporting the stomach and other abdominal struc- 
tures [L, fr o- (akin to -uere to put on) - more at exuviae] - omental 
/-tl/ adj 

omicron /oh'miekran/ n the ISth letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk o 
mikron, lit , small o] 

ominous /'ominas/ adj portentous, esp foreboding evil or disaster [L 
ominosus, fr omin-, omen omen] - ominously adv, ominousness n 
omission /oh'mish( 9 )n, a-/ n 1 omitting or being omitted (sms of ^ ) 

2 sthg neglected or left undone [ME omissioun, fr LL omission-, omissio, 
fr L omissus, pp of omittere] 

omit /oh'mit, a-/ vt -tt- 1 to leave out or unmentioned 2 to fail to do or 
perform [ME omit ten, fr L omittere, frob- towards mittere to let go, 
send - more at OB-, smite] - omissible /oh'misabi, a-/ adj 
ommatidium /.oma'tidi am/ n, pi ommatidia /-di-a/ any of the many 
parts of an arthropod's compound eye, each corresponding to a simple eye 
[NL, fr Gk ommat-, omnia eye] - ommatidial adj 
Omni- /omni-/ comb form all, universally (omnidirectionaf) [L, fr 
omms] 

'omnibus /'ommbas/ n 1 a book containing reprints of a number of 
works, usu by I author (an ^ edition) 2 bus 1 - fml [F, bus, fr L, for 
all, dat pi of omnis] 

'omnibus adj of, containing, or providing for many things at once 
omnidirectional /,omnidi'reksh(a)nl, -die-/ adj present or (capable of) 
moving in all directions, esp receiving or transnutting radio waves equally 
well m all directions 

omnipotent /om'nip9t(9)nt/ adj having unlimited or very great power 
or influence, specif, often cap almighty 1 [ME, fr MF, fr L omnipotent-, 
omnijKitens, fr omni- « potent-, potens potent] - omuipoteiice n, omnip- 
otently Jdv 

Omnipotent n god 1 

omnipresent /,omni'prez(a)nt/ adj present in all places at all times - 
omnipresence n 

omniscient /om'nisi-9nt, om'nish(a)nt/ adj 1 having infinite awareness 
or understanding 2 possessed of complete knowledge; all-knowing [NL 
omniscient , omnisciens, back-formation fr ML omnisdentia 
omniscience, fr L omni- ^ scientia science] - omniscience n, omniKimitly 
adv 

omnivorous /om'nivar^s/ adj 1 feeding on both animal and vegetable 
substances 2 avidly taking in, and esp reading, everything [L omnivorus, 
fr omni- * -vorus -vorous] - omnivorously adv, omnivorousnen n, 
omnivore /'omni,vaw/ n 

'on /on/ prep la(l) in contact with or supported from below by (a fly 
the ceiling) (stand ^ 1 foot) (a book ^ the table) (2) attached or 
fastened to (a dog ^ a lead) (3) earned on the person of (have you a 
match ^ yoo^ (4) very near to, esp along an edge or border (towns ^ 
the frontier) ( Walton- ^ - Thames) (5) within t he limits of a usu specified 
area the steppes) ( ^ page 17) b at the usual standard or level of 
/cM7n> c(l) in the direction of < - the nght) (crept up ^ him) (2) into 
contact with (jumped ^ the horse) (3) with regard to; concerning (keen 
^ sports) (unfair ^ me) (evidence ^ the matter) (4) with a specified 
person or thing as object (try it out ^ her) (5) having as a topic; about 
(a book ~ India) (6) stak^ on the success of (pul £5 - a horse) (7) 
doing or carrying out a specified action or activity (here ^ 
business) (went ^ an errand) (8) working for, supporting, or belonging 
to < ^ a committee) ( ^ their side) (9) working at, in charge of (the man 
^ the gate) 2a having as a basis or source (e g of knowledge or 
comparison) (have it ^ good authority) (swear ^ the Bible) (prices are 
down last year) b at the expense of (got it ^ the National 
Health) (drinks are ~ the house) 3a in the state or process of 
fire)(^ strike) (^ holiday) ('^ offer) (•-- the increase) b in the 
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specifled manner < ^ the cheapy c using as a medium (played it the 
clannety, esp over 4b (talking ^ the telephoney d using by way of 
transport (arrived ^ footy(lefi ^ the early trains e sustained or 
powered by (live - vegetablesy (car runs petrofy (people ^ low 
mcomesy (dined out ^ the storyy f regularly taking ( ^ VaJiumy 4 
through contact with (cut himself ^ a piece of glassy Sa at the time of 
(came ^ Mondayy (every hour the houry (cash ^ deliveryy b on the 
occasion of or immediately after and usu in consequence of (shot ^ 
sighty (fainted hearing the newsy c in the course of < a joumeyy ( ^ 
toury (^ my wayy d ah fr 2b (blow ~ blowy [ME an. on, prep & adv, 
fr OE; akin to OHG ana on, Gk ana up, on] 

*on adv 1 so as to be supported from below (put the top — >, in close 
contact (has new shoes ^ >, or attached <,seH' the buttons > 2a ahead 
or forwards in space or time (went ^ homey (do it later > (40 years 
^ y (getting ^ for 5> b with the specified part forward (cars crashed 
head > c without interruption (chattered ^ and ^ > d in continuance 
or succession (and so > 3a in or into (a state permitting) operation 
(switch the light -- > (get the potatoes > (put a record - > - compare 
TURN ON b in or into an activity or function (the night shift 
came 

*on adj la leg 2 <~ dnvey ^3^ sport b taking place (the game is 
c performing or broadcasting (we're ^ in 10 minutesy d intended, 
planned (has nothing ^ for tonighty e worn as clothing (went out with 
just a cardigan ^ > 2a committed to a bet b in favour of a win (the odds 
are 2 to I '^y 3 chiefly Br possible, practicable - usu neg (you can't 
refuse, it's just not '^y 4a chiefly Br nagging (she's always — at him 
about his hairy b talking dully, excessively, or incomprehensibly (what's 
he -- about'^ USE (M4) infml 

*-on /-on, -an/ suffiM (- n) chemical compound ( jparathiony (interferony 
[ISV, alter of -one] 

*-on /-on/ suffix ( -^ n) 1 elementary particle (electrony (baryony 2a unit, 
quantum (photony (magnetony b basic operational unit of the genetic 
matcnal <cis/ron> (operony [fr -on (in ion)] 

*-on /-on/ suffix (- n) inert gas (neony [NL, fr -on (in argon)] 
onager fonap/ n 1 a small Asian wild ass with a broad stripe on its back 
2 a heavy catapult-like machine used in ancient and medieval times for 
hurling rocks in battle [(1) ME. wild ass, fr L, fr Gk onagros, fr onos ass 
+ agros field - more at acrf; (2) LL, fr L] 

,on and 'off adv from time to time 

onanism /'ohna.ni/(a)m/ n 1 coitus intlrruptus 2 masturbation 
[prob fr NL onanismus, fr Onan. son of Judah (Gen 38.9)] - onanistic 
/-'nistik/ adj 

'once /wuns/ adv 1 one time and no more (met only > (shaves — a 
weeky 2 even 1 time, ever (if ^ we lose the key) 3 at some indefinite 
time in the past, formerly (there lived a kingy 4 by 1 degree of 
relationship (2nd cousin ^ removedy [ME ones, fr gen of on one] - once 
again/morc 1 now again as before (back home once again) 2 for 1 more 
time 

^once n one single time is enoughy (just this ^) - all at once 1 all 
at the same time 2 all of a suddfn - at once 1 at the same time, 
simultaneously (both spoke at once) 2 immediately 2 - once and for 
all f once for all for the final or only time, conclusively 

*once conj from the moment when, as soon as he amves we can 
starty('^ over the wall we're safey 

'once-, over n a swift appraising glance - infml (gave him the '^y 
oncer /’wunsa/ n. Bra £\ note -- infml [' once + ’-<?r] 
oncogenic /.ongkoh'jenikA oncogenous /-'jeenas/ adj of or tending to 
cause tumour formation [Gk onkos mass 4 E -genic or -genoas] - 
oncogenesis /-'jenasis/ n, oncogenically adv, oncogenicity Aja'nisati/ n 
oncology /onglcolaji/ n the study and treatment of cancer and malignant 
tumours [Gk onkos mass ISV -logy] - oncologist n, oncological 
/-ka'lojikl/ also oncologic adj 

oncoming /'on.kummg/ adj coming nearer in time or space, advanc- 
ing 

on dit /on 'dee (Fr 5 di)/ n, pi on dits /dee(z) (Fr ^ )/ a piece of gossip, 
a niiBOur [F, lit., they say, it is said] 

'one /wun/ adj la being a single unit or thmg < dlsy at a timey b being 
the first - used after the noun modified (on page ^y 2 being a particular 
but unspeafied instance (saw her early ^ mommgy 3a(l) the same; 
identical (both of ^ mindy (it's all ^ to me where we goy (2) constitut- 
ing a unified entity (all shouted with voicey (the combined elements 
form ^ substancey b being in a state of agreement; united (Jam with 
the rest of you in this mattery 4 being some unspecified instance > used 
esp of future time (will see you ^ daysoony (we might try it ^ weekendy 
Sa being a particular object or person (close first ^ eye then the othery 


b being the only individual of an indicated or implied kind (the ^ and 
only person she wanted to many) [ME on, fr OE an; akin to OHG ein 
one, L unus (OL oinos), Skt eka] - one and the same the very same 
*one pron, pi ones 1 a single member or specimen of a usu specified class 
or group (saw ^ of his fnendsy 2 an indefinitely indicated person; 
anybody at all <- has a duty to ^ 's publicy <~ never knowsy 3 - used 
to refer to a noun or noun phrase previously mentioned or understood (2 
grey shirts and 3 red ^ s) (if you want a book about bees, try this - > (the 
question is of great importancey USE used as a subject or object; no 
pi for seizes 2 and 3 

*one n 1 number 2 the number denoting unity 3 the first in a set 
or senes (takes a ^ in shoesy 4a a single person or thing b a unified 
entity (is secretary and treasurer in ^ ) (they all rose up as and 
clamoured for more payy c a particular example or instance (^ of the 
coldest nights this year) d a certain specified person < ^ George Hop- 
kinsy 5a a person with a liking or interest for a specified thing, an 
enthusiast (he's rather a for baroque musicy b a bold, amusing, or 
remarkable character (oh! you area ^y 6a a blow, stroke (socked him 
^ on the jawy b a dnnk (just time for a quick ^ ) c a remark, esp a 
joke (have you heard this ^ ^ 7 sthg having a denomination of 1 (I'll 
take the money in '^sy - at one in harmony, in a state of agreement - 
for one even if alone, not to mention others - one by one singly, 
successively 

-one /-ohn/ suffix ( n) (compound related or analogous to a) ketone 
<aceronc) (oestroney [ISV, alter of -ene] 

.one and 'all pron pi in constr everyone individually and collectively 
.one a'nother pron each other 

.one-armed 'bandit n fruit machine [fr the handle pulled to make 
the wheels spin] 

.one-di'mensional adj lacking depth, superficial - one- 
dimcnaionality n 

,one-'horse adj of little importance or interest - infml (a — towny 
oneiric /oh'nienk/ adj of or relating to dreams; dreamy [Gk oneiros 
dream, akin to Arm anurj dream] 

,one-'man adj I consisting of only 1 person 2 done or produced by only 
1 person 

' oneness /’wun nis/ n 1 singleness 2 integrity, wholeness 3 sameness, 
identity 4 unity, union ['onf 4 -nf.ss] 

,one-night 'stand /i 1 a performance given only once in any particular 
locality 2 (a person with whom one has) a sexual relationship lasting only 
1 night 

.one-'off adj or n. chiefly Br (made or intended as) a .single and unrepeated 
Item or occurrence (a ^ joby 

.ona-'piace adj consisting of or made in a single undivided piece (a 
swimming costumey 

onerous /'ohnaras, 'on-/ adj burdensome, troublesome [ME, fr MF 
onereus, fr L onerosus, fr oner-, onus burden; akin to Skt anas cart] - 
onerously adv, onerousneas n 

oneself /wun'self/ pron 1 a person's self, one’s own self - used reflex- 
ively (one should wash --' ) or for emphasis (to doit '--y 2 one's normal 
self (not feeling quite ^ ) - compare myself - be oneself to behave in 
a normal, unconstrained, or unpretentious manner - by oneself on onf's 
OWN - to oneself for one’s exclusive use or knowledge 
.one-'sided adj In having or occumng on 1 side only b having 1 side 
prominent or more developed 2 partial, biased - one-sidedly adv, 
one-sidednets n 

'one-.step n (a piece of music used for) a ballroom dance marked by quick 
walking steps - one-step vi 
'one.time /-.tiem/ adj former, sometime 

,one-to*'one adj painng each element of a set uniquely with an element 
. of another set 

.one-'track adj interested or absorbed in 1 thing only (a ~ mindy 
,one-'two n 1 a combination of 2 quick blows in boxing, usu with 
different hands and in rapid succession 2 a pass in soccer whereby one 
player kicks the ball to another and runs forward immediately to receive 
the return 

.one 'up adj in a position of advantage 

.one-'upNianship Aupmanship/ n the art of gaining a psychological 
advantage over others by professing social or professional supenority 
,one-'way adj 1 that moves in or allows movement in only 1 direction 
trafficy 2 one-sided, unilateral 

ongoing Aon.goh-ing/ adj 1 actually in progress 2 growing, develop- 
ing 

onion Aunyan/ n (the pungent edible bulb, eaten as a vegetable, oO an 
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Asian plant of the lily family or any of vanous related plants [ME. fr MF 
oignon, fr L union-, unio, pcrh fr unus one] 

,on*'line adj controlled directly by, or in direct^ommunication with a 
computer equipment} - compare off-line symbol - on-line 
adv 

onlooker /'onjooka/ n a passive spectator - onlooking adj 
'only /'ohnii/ adj 1 unquestionably the best (^flying is the ^ way to travef) 
2 alone in its class or kind, sole <an child} ithe detergent that 
contains fabric softener} [ME, fr OE aniic, fr an one - more at one] 
‘only adv la nothing more than, merely < -^ a little one} <^if it would ~ 
rainf} b solely, exclusively (Jcnown to him} 2 nothing other than <// 
was too true} 3a in the final outcome <w//7 ~ make you sick} b with 
nevertheless the final result <wo/} the battle, ^ to lose the war} 4 no 
earlier than last week}<Jias -- just left} 

•only conj 1 but, however ithey look very nice, ^ we can't use them} 2 
were it not for the fact that O'd tell you, you'll Just spread it around} 
USE infml 

,on-'off adj occurring or existing from time to time, intermittent <an ^ 
relationship} 

onomastic /.ona'mastik/ adj (consisting) of a name [Gk onomastikos, 
fr onomazein to name, fr onoma name - more at name] 
onomatopoeia /,on3,mat3'pec 3/ n the formation or use of words 
intended to be a vocal imitation of the sound associated with the thing or 
action designated (eg in buzz, cuckoo) [LL, fr Gk onomatopoiia, fr 
onomat-, onoma name + poiein to make - more at poet] - onomatopoeic 
/-'pee ik/ adj, onomatopoeically adv 
onrush /'on, rush/ n a forceful rushing forwards 
onset /'on,set/ n 1 an attack, assault 2 a beginning, commencement 
.on'shore / 'sh^w/ adj or adv 1 (moving) towards the shore 2 on or near 
the shore 

.on'side /-'sied/ adv or adj not offside 

onslaught /'on.slawt/ n a fierce attack [modif of D aanslag act of 
stnking, akin to OE an on A slean to stnke - more at slay] 
on 'stream adj or adv in or into production (^more oilfields are soon due 
to come ^ > 

ont- /ont-/, onto- comb form 1 being, existence {ontology} 2 organism 
/ontogen>'> [NL. fr LGk, fr Gk ont-, on, prp of emai to be - more 
at is] 

-ont /-ont/ comb form (- n) cell, organism (diplonl} [Gk ont-, on, 

prp] 

,on-the-'iob adj of or being sthg learnt, gained, or done while working 
in a job 

onto, on to /'onto; strong 'ontooh/ prep 1 to a position on 2 in or into 
a state of awareness about {put the police - him} 3 - used as a function 
word to indicate a mathematical set. each element of which is the image 
of at least 1 element of another set {a function mapping the setS ^ the 
set T> 4 chiefly Br in or into contact with {been ^ him about the drams}, 
esp on at, nagging 

ontogenesis /.onta'jenasis/ n ontogeny [NL] - ontogenetic /-js'iietik/ 
adj, ontogeneticnlly adv 

ontogeny /on'tojani/ n the (course oO development of an individual 
organism [ISV] 

ontological /.onta'lojikl/ adj I of ontology 2 relating to or based on 
being or existence > ontologically adv 

ontology /on'tobji/ n a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature 
of being [NL ontologia, fr ont- i -logia -logy] ~ ontologist n 
onus /'ohnas/ n la duty, responsibility b blame 2 burden of proof 
[(1) L - more at onerous, (2) NL] 
onward /'onwood/ adj directed or moving onwards, forws'd 
'onwards, onward adv towards or at a point lying ahead in space or time, 
forwards {from his childhood — ) 

•onym /-anim/ comb form ( - n) 1 name {pseudonym} 2 word {anto- 
nym} [ME, fr L -onymum, fr Gk -dnymon, fr onyma - more at 
name] 

onyx /'oniks/ n 1 a translucent variety of quartz with layers of different 
colours, typically green and white, or black or brown and white 2 onyi, 
onyi marble a translucent or semitranslucent calcium carbonate mineral, 
usu calcite, with marble-like bands of colour [ME onix, fr OF A L; OF, 
fr L onych-, onyx, fr Gk, lit., claw, nail - more at nail] 
oo- - see o- 

oocyto /"oh-a^ict/ n an egg before maturation or division to form female 
gametes [ISV] 

oodlos /'oohdlz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a great quantity; a lot - infml 
[perh alter, of 'huddle] 


oogamete /.oh aga'meet, -'gameet/ n a relatively large immobile female 
gamete 

oogamous /oh'ogamas/ adj having or involving a small mobile male 
gamete and a large immobile female gamete - oogamy n 
oogenasis /.oh a'jenosis/ n the formation and maturation of eggs or ova 
[NL] - oogenetic /-ja'nctik/ adj 

ooh /ooh/ mterj - used to express amazement or pleased surprise - 
ooh VI 

oolita /oh a.liet/ n a rock, esp limestone, consisting of small round grains, 
esp of calcium carbonate [prob fr F oolithe, fr o- > -lithe -lite] - oolitic 
/-'litik/ adj 

oology /oh'obji/ n the study or collecting of birds' eggs ~ oological 
/.oh-a'Iojikl/ also oologic adj, oologically adv, oologist /oh'olajist/ n 
oolong /'ooh,long/ n a dark china tea that ls partially fermented before 
drying [Chin (Pek) wu' lung^, lit . black dragon] 
oompah /"oompah/ n the deep, often rhythmical, sound of a tuba, 
euphonium, or similar brass band instrument [imit] 
oomph /oom(p)f/ n vitality, enthusiasm - humor [imit] 
oopa /oops, oohps/ mterj - used to express apology or surpnse 
oosperm /'oh 3,spuhm/ n a zygote 

oospore /’oh-a.spaw/ n a fertilized plant spore that grows into the phase 
of a plant producing sexual spores - compare zygospore [ISV] 

'ooze /oohz/ n 1 a soft deposit of mud, slime, debns, etc on the bottom 
of a body of water 2 (the muddy ground oO a marsh or bog [ME wose, 
fr OE wase mire, akin to L virus slime - more at virus] - ooxy adj 
•ooze n 1 an infusion of vegetable material (e g bark) used for tanning 
leather 2 sthg that oozes [ME wose sap, juice, fr OE wds, akin to OHG 
waso damp. Gk hearon ewer] - oozy adj 
•ooze VI la to pass or flow slowly through small openings b to dimmish 
gradually, dwindle away 2 to exude moisture it 1 to emit or give out 
slowly 2 to display in abundance {positively ^d vitality} 
op /op/ n operation 3, 5 - infml 
op- - see OB- 

opacity /oh'pasati/ n 1 opaqueness 2 obscurity of meaning, unintelligi- 
bihty 3 an opaque spot on a normally transparent structure (e g the lens 
of the eye) [F opacite shadiness, fr L opacitat-, opacitas, fr opacus shaded, 
dark] 

opah /'ohpa/ n a large brilliantly coloured marine fish with nch oily red 
flesh [Ibo ub£\ 

opal /'ohp(3)l/ n a transparent to translucent mineral consisting of a 
hydrated silica and used in its opalescent forms as a gem [L opalus, fr 
Skt upala stone, jewel] 

opalescent /,ohprcs(9)nt, .ohp9'les(9)ni/ adj reflecting a milky in- 
desient light - opalescence n 

opaline /^ohp(9)l,ien/ adj resembling opal, opalescent 
opaque /oh'payk/ adj 1 not transmittmg radiant energy, esp light, not 
'ransparent 2 hard to understand; unintelligible [L opacus] - opaquely 
adv, opaqueness n 

.op 'art /op/ n optical art - op artist n 

'open /'ohp(9)n/ adj 1 having no enclosing or confining barrier {the 
hillside} 2 allowing passage, not shut or locked 3a exposed to general 
view or knowledge; public {regarded him with hatred} b vulnerable 
to attack or quesuon, liable {^ to doubt} 4a not covered or protected 
{an boat} {an wound} b not fastened or sealed 5 not restneted to 
a particular category of participants, spec//' contested by both amateurs 
and professionals 6 presenting no obstacle to passage or view 7 having 
the parts or surfaces spread out or unfolded 8 articulated with the tongue 
low in the mouth {an ^ vowef} 9a available {the only course ^ to us} 
b not taken up with duties or engagements {keep an hour ^ on Fnday} 
c not finally decided or settled {an ^ question} d available for a qualifled 
applicant, vacant c remaining available for use or filling until cancelled 
{an order for more items} 10a(l) willing to consider new ideas; 
unprejudiced {an ^ mind} (2) willing to receive and consider {always 
^ to suggestions} b candid, frank 11a containing many small opemngs 
or spaces; specif porous b having relatively wide spacing between words 
or lines {-^ type} c of a compound having the elements separated by a 
space in wnting or pnnting (e g in ski hfi) 12a of a string on a musical 
instrument not stopped by the finger b of a note produced on a musical 
instrument without fingering the stnngs, valves, slides, or keys 13 in 
operation; esp ready for business or use {the shop is ^ from 9 to S} {the 
new motorway will be ^ next week} 14 free from checks or restramts 
{an ^ economy} IS of a mathematical set containing a neighbourhood 
of every element {the mtenor of a sphere isan ^ set} Id Br, of a cheque 
payable in cash to the person, organization, etc named oo it; not crowed 
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[ME. fr OE; akin to OHG ofTan open; both fr a prehistonc NGmc-WGmc 
word akin to OE up up] - open sdv, openness n 
^pen vt la to change or move from a closed position b to permit entry 
into or passage through c to gam access to the contents of a parcel) 
2a to make available for or active in a particular use or function, specif 
to establish <^ed a new shop) b to declare available for use. esp 
ceremonially c to make the necessary arrangements for (eg a bank 
account), esp by depositing money 3a to disclose, reveal - often + up b 
to make more responsive or enlightened 4a to make 1 or more openings 
in b to loosen and make less compact the soil) 5 to spread out, unfold 
6 to begin, commence <^ed the meeting) 7 to begin (e g the bidding, 
betting, or play) in a card game 8a to initiate (a side's innings) as one of 
the 2 first batsmen b to initiate (a side's bowling attack) by bowling one 
of the first 2 overs of an innings ^vi 1 to become open 2 to commence, 
start <^ed with a prayer) 3 to give access - usu + into or onto 4 to 
extend, unfold - usu ♦ out <^the view ed out in front of us) - openable 
adj, openabillty /•o'bibti/ n 

*open n 1 outdoors 2 2 often cap an open contest, competition, or 
tournament - bring into/be in the open to (cause to) be generally 
known 

,open-'air adj outdoor 

.open 'air n outdoors 2 

, open-and-shut adj easily settled <an ^ case) 

.Open'east /-'kahst/ adj, of a mine or mining worked from or earned out 
on the eanh’s surface by removing matenal covenng the mineral mined 
for 

, open-circuit adj of or being television in which programmes are 
broadcast so that they are available to any receivers within range 
.open 'circuit o an incomplete arcuit of electncal components through 
which current cannot flow - open-circuit, open-circuited adj 
.Open 'court n a court or tnal to which the public are admitted 
'open .day n a day on which an institution is open to the public 
.open 'door n a policy of equal commeraal relations with all nations - 
open-door adj 

.open 'ended adj without any definite limits or restnetions (e g of time 
or purpose) set in advance - open-endedneaa n 
opener /'ohp(a)n9/ n la an instrument that opens sthg - usu in 
combination <a bottle ^ > b one who opens, specif an opening batsman 
2 pi cards of sufficient value for a player to open the betting in a poker 
game 3 the firat item or event in a senes 

.open'handed /-'handid/ adj generous in giving - openhandedly adv, 
openhandedaeat n 

, open-heart adj of or performed on a heart surgically opened whilst its 
function IS temporanly taken over by a heart-lung machine <'^ sur- 
gery) 

.open'hearted A'hahtid/ adj 1 candidly straightforward 2 kind, gener- 
ous > openheartedly adv, openbeartedneas n 

.open-hearth adj of, produced by, or used in the open-hearth steel- 
making process 

.open-'hearth .process n a process of making steel from pig iron in a 
reverberatory furnace 

.open 'house n ready and usu informal hospitality for all comers - esp 
in keep open house 

opening /'ohp(a)ning/ n 1 an act of making or becoming open 2 a 
breach, aperture 3a an often standard senes of moves made at the 
beginning of a game of chess or draughts - compare end game, middi.e 
GAME b a first performance 4a a favourable opportunity; a chance ban 
opportunity for employment, a vacancy 

'opening .time the time at which a business, shop, etc opens; specif the 
statutory time at which a public house may open for the sale of 
alcohol 

.open 'letter o a letter, esp of protest, appeal, or explanation, usu 
addressed to an individual but intended for the general public, and 
published in a newspaper, penodical, etc 
'openly /-li/ adv in an open and frank manner 
.open 'market a market based on free competition and an unrestricted 
flow of goods (e g between countries) 

.opan-'minded adj receptive to new arguments or ideas - opea-aliidcdly 
adv, opea-niiidedaeas n 

.open'mouthed /-'mowdhd/ adj having the mouth open, esp in sur- 
prise 

.open 'order n a military formation in which the units are widely 
separated 

, open out vi to speak more freely and confidently 


.Open-'plan adj having no or few internal dividing walls <a/i 
house) 

.open 'prison n a pnson that has less restrictive secunty than a 
conventional one, to which cnminals considered unlikely to attempt 
escape may be sent 

.open 'sandwich n a sandwich without a top slice of bread 
'open .season n a penod during which it is legal to kill or catch game 
or fish protected at other times by law 

.open 'secret n a supposed secret that is in fact widely known 
.Open 'sesame /'sezsmi. 'sessmi/ n a means of gaming access to sthg 
otherwise inaccessible [open sesame, the magical command used by Ali 
Baba to open the door of the robbers’ den in the Ar folktale Ah Baba and 
the Forty Thieves] 

.open 'shop n an establishment in which eligibility for employment is not 
dependent on membership of a trade union - compare closed shop 
.Open Uni'versity n the nonresidcntial British university that caters 
mainly for adults studying part-time, has no formal entrance require- 
ments. and operates mainly through correspondence and broadcasting 
open up VI 1 to commence firing 2 opfn out 3 to open a door <open 
up, It’s the police^ i of a game, competition, etc to become more 
interesting, esp because more closely contested ^ vt to make available or 
accessible deal opened up important now pt^ssibilities for trade) 
.Open 'verdict n a verdict at an inquest that records a death but docs 
not state its cause 

'open, work /-.wuhk/ n work (e g in fabric or metal) that is perforated 
or pieiced - open-worked adj 
'opera /'op(o)r3/ p! of opus 

’opera fopro/ n 1 (the performance of or score for) a drama set to music 
and made up of vocal pieces with orchestral accompaniment and usu 
other orchestral music (eg an overture) 2 the branch of the arts 
concerned with such works 3 a company performing operas [It. work, 
opera, fr L. work, pains, akin to L oper-, opus] - operatic /op(3)'ratik/ 
adj, operatically adv 

operable /'op(3)r3bl/ adj suitable for surgical treatment (an - cancer) 
[oPLRATE c -able] - opcrgbly adv. operability /-'bibti/ n 
Op6ra bouffe /,op(a)rp 'boohf (Fr apera buO/ n oplra buffa [F, fr It 
opera buffa] 

' .opera 'buffa /'boohb/ n a farcical or sat meal opera, esp of a form 
popular in the 18th c [It, lit . comic opera] 

.op6ra co'mique Ao'meek (Fr krimik)/ n comic oPfRA [F] 

'opera .glaaa n small binoculars suitable for use at the opera or theatre 
- often pi with sing, meaning 

'Opera .hat n a man's collapsible top hat (iarmeni 
'opera .house n a theatre designed for the performance of opera 
operand /.opa'rand/ n sthg, esp a quantity, on which an operation is 
performed (eg in mathematics) [I- operandum. neut of geiundive of 
operari] 

'operant /’op(3)r3nt/ adj effective, functioning 
’operant n behaviour (eg bar pressing by a rat to obtain food) that 
operates on the environment to produce rewarding effects 
.opera 'seria Aian a/ n an I8th-c opera with a heroic or legendary 
subject [It, lit., senous opera] 

operate Aoparayt/ vt 1 to exert power or influence; act (factors 
operating against our success) 2 to produce a desired effect 3a to work, 
function b to perform surgery - usu ^ on c to carry on a military or naval 
action or mission 4 to be in action, specif to carry out trade or business 
^vt 1 to effect; bring about 2a to cause to function, work b to put 
or keep in operation; manage [L operatus, pp of operari to work, fr oper-, 
opus work, akin to OE efnan to perform, Slq apas work] 

'operating ,table Aoporayting/ n a high table on which a patient lies 
while undergoing surgery 

'operating .theatre n, Br a room, usu in a hospital, where surgical 
operations are carried out 

operation /.op9'raysh(3)n/ n la the act, method, or process of operating 
b sthg (to be) done; an activity 2 the state of being functional or operative 
(the plant is now in '^) 3 a procedure earned out on a living body with 
special instruments, usu for the repair of damage or the restoration of 
health 4 any of vanous mathematical or logical processes (e g addition) 
carried out to denve one expression from others according to a rule 5 a 
usu military action, mission, or manoeuvre and its planning 6 a business 
or financial transaction 7 a single step performed by a computer in the 
execution of a program 

operational /.opa'raysh(a)nl/ adj 1 of or based on operations 2a of, 
involved in, or used for the execution of commercial, military, or naval 
operations b (capable oO functioning - operationally adv 
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operational research n, chiefly Br the application of scientific, esp 
mathematical, methods to the study and analysis of problems involving 
complex systems (e g business management, economic planning, and the 
waging of war) 

operations research n, chiefly NAm optRATioNAt rlseakch 
operations .room n a room from which esp military operations are 
controlled 

'operative /'op( 3 )rativ/ adj la producing an appropnate elTect. effica- 
cious b significant, relevant </ might come, but might is the ^ word} 2 
in force or operation 3 based on, consisting of, or using an esp surgical 
operation •• operatively adv, operativeness n 
’operative n an operator eg a a workman b NAm private deifc 

IIVE 

operator /'ops.rayta/ n la one who operates a machine or device b one 
who owns or runs a business, organization, etc <a tour ^ > c one who is 
in charge of a telephone switchboard 2 a mathematical or logical symbol 
denoting an operation to be performed 3 a shrewd and skilful manipula- 
tor - infml 

Operculum /o'puhkyoolam/ n. pi opercula /-b/ also operculums 1 a lid 
or covenng flap (eg of a moss capsule or the gills of a fish) 
ANATOMY 2 a hard plate at the end of the foot in many gastropod 
molluscs that closes the shell when the animal is retracted [NL, fr L, 
cover, fr openre to shut, cover ~ more at wfir] - opercular, uperculate 
/-bt, -,layt/, operculated /-.laytid/ adj 

operetta /.opa'reta/ n a usu romantic comic opera that includes dancing 
[It, dim of opera] - operettist n 

operon /'opa.ron/ n a set of genes on a chromosome that function 
together as a unit [operator 4 ’-on] 
ophidian /o'lici'. ,*i./ adj of or resembling snakes [denv of Gk ophis] - 
ophidian n 

ophite /'ofict/ n any of vanous usu green and often mottled rocks (e g 
serpentine) [L, fr Gk ophites (lithos), lit , serpentine (stone), fr ophites 
snakelike, fr aphis snake, akin to L anguis snake, anguilla eel. Gk enchelys 
eel, echidna viper, echinos hedgehog. OE igif] 

ophitic /o'fitik/ adj having or being a texture charactcnsiic of rocks in 
which lath-shaped feldspar crystals arc embedded in pyroxene 
ophthalm-, opbthalmo- comb form eye <ophthalmo/o/;>’), also eyeball 
<ophihaIm;//i> [Gk, fr ophthalmos] 
ophthalmia /ofthalmi-a, also op-/ n inflammation of the conjunctiva or 
the eyeball [ME obtalmia, fr LL ophthalmia, fr Gk, fr ophthalmos eye, 
akin to Gk ops eye ' more at lye] 
ophthalmic /ofthalmik, also op-/ adj of or situated near the eye 
ophthalmic optician n an optician qualified to lest eyesight and 
presenbe correctional lenses 

ophthalmologist /.ofthal’mobjist, also op-/ n a physician who special- 
izes m ophthalmology ~ compare okiician 
ophthalmology /.oftharmobji, also op-/ n the branch of medical 
science dealing with the structure, functions, and diseases of the eye - 
ophtbalmological /-ma'lojikl/ also ophthalmologic adj, ophtbalmologi- 
cally adv 

ophthalmoscope /orthaIma,skohp, also op-/ n an instrument used to 
view the retina and other structures inside the eye [ISV] - ophthalmo- 
scopic /-mo'skopik/ adj, ophthalmoscopy /-'moskapi/ n 
-opia /-'ohpi a/ comb form ( - n) condition of having (a specified visual 
defect) <d/plopia> <myopia> [NL, fr Gk -opw, fr dps eye] 

'opiate /'ohpi at, -,ayt/ adj 1 containing or mixed with opium 2 inducing 
sleep; narcotic 

’opiate n 1 a preparation or denvative of opium, broadly a narcotic 2 sthg 
that induces inaction or calm 

opine /oh'picn/ vt to state as an opinion - fml [MF opiner, fr L opinan 
to have an opinion] 

opinion /a'pmyan/ n la a view or judgment formed about a particular 
matter b an esp favourable estimation </ have no great -- of his work} 
2a a belief unsupported by positive knowledge b a generally held view 3a 
a formal expression by an expert of his/her professional judgment or 
advice, esp a barrister’s wntten advice to a client b chiefly NAm a formal 
expression of the pnnciples on which a legal decision us based [ME, fr 
MF, fr L opinion-, opinio; akin to L opinan] 
opinionated /a'piny3,naytid/ adj stubbornly sticking to one’s own 
opinions - opinionatedly adv, opinlonatedness n 
opium /okpi'am/ n the dried juice of the unripe seed capsules of the 
opium poppy, containing morphine and other addictive narcotic alkaloids 
[ME, fr L, fr Gk opion, fr dim. of opos sap] 

'opium ,don n a place where opium can be bought and smoked 


'opium .poppy n an annual Eurasian poppy cultivated as the source of 
opium or for its edible seeds or showy flowers 

opossum /a'posam/ n, pi opossums also esp collectively opossum any of 
vanous Amencan (tree-dwelling) marsupial mammals, also any of several 
Australian phaiangers resembling this [apasum (lit , white animal) in 
some Algonquian language of Virginia] 

'opponent /a'pohnant/ n one who takes the opposite side in a contest, 
conflict, etc [L opponent-, opponens, prp of opponere] 

’opponent adj opposite 2 

opportune /.opa'tyoohn, '-,-/ adj 1 suitable or convenient for a particu- 
lar occurrence <fln ^ moment} 2 occumng at an appropnate time [ME, 
fr MF opportun, fr L opportunus, fr ob- towards + portus port, harbour 
-- more at ou-] - opportunely adv, opportuneness n 
opportunism /,(>p'tyooh,niz(3)m/ n the taking advantage of opportuni- 
ties or circumstances, esp with little regard for pnnciples or consequences 

- opportunist n or adj, opportunistic /-'nistik/ adj 
opportunity /.opo'tyoohnoti/ n 1 a favourable set of circumstances 2 

a chance for advancement or progress 

opposable /a'pohzabi/ adj 1 capable of being opposed or resisted 2 of 
a thumb or other digit capable of being placed opposite and against 1 or 
more of the remaining digits 

oppose /a'pohz/ vt 1 to place opposite or against sthg so as to provide 
counterbalance, contrast, etc 2 to offer resistance to [F opposer, fr L 
opponere (perf indic opposui), fr ob- against ^ ponere to place - more at 
OB-. posirioN] - opposer n 
op'posed adj set in opposition, contrary 

'opposite /'opazit/ n 1 sthg or sby opposed or contrary 2 an anto- 
nym 

’opposite adj la set over against sthg that is at the other end or side of 
an intervening line or space < ^ ends of a diameter} b of plant parts 
situated in pairs at the same level on opposite sides of an axis leaves} 

- compare altlrnaie 2a plant 2a occupying an opposing 

position sides of the question} b diametncally different; contrary 3 

being the other of a matching or contrasting pair {the ^ sex} [ME, fr 
MF, fr L oppositus, pp of opponere] - oppositely adv, oppositeneas n 

’opposite adv on or to an opposite side 

^opposite prep 1 across from and usu facing {sat ^ each other} 2 in a 
role complementary to (jilayed the leading lady} 

.opposite 'number n a counterpart 

opposition /.opa'zish(9)n/ n 1 an opposite position of 2 celestial bodies 
in which their longitude differs by 180 degrees - compare conjunction 
3 -jy' symbol 2 the relation between 2 propositions having the same 
subj«*ct and predicate but differing in quantity or quality or both 3 placing 
oppo'i*. or being so placed 4 hostile or contrary action 5 sing or pi in 
const! a the body of people opposing sthg b often cap a political party 
opposing the party in power - oppositional adj 

oppress /a'pres/ vt 1 to crush by harsh or authonianan rule 2 to weigh 
heavily on the mind or spmt of [ME oppressen, fr MF oppressor, fr ML 
oppressare, fr L oppresses, pp of oppnmere, fr ob- against ♦ premen to 
press - more at ub-, >RFJis] - oppressor n 

oppression /3'presh(a)n/ n 1 unjust or harsh exercise of authority or 
power 2 a sense of being weighed down in body or mind [oppress 4 
-ion] 

oppressive /a'presiv / adj 1 unreasonably harsh or severe 2 tyrannical 
3 physically or mentally depressing or overpowenng - oppressively adv, 
oppressiveness n 

opprobrious /a'prohbn-as/ adj scumlous and abusive language} - 
fml - opprobriously adv 

opprobrium /a'prohbn am/ n (a cause of) public infamy or disgrace - 
fml [L. fr opprobrare to reproach, fr ob in the way of ♦ probrum 
reproach, fr prober guilty, akin to L pro forwards, fern to carry, bring 
• more at, ob-. for, 'bear] 

•opsis /-'opsis/ comb form, pi -opses /-'opseez/, -opsides /-'opsideez/ ( - 
n) thing (e g a plant part) resembling {karyopsis} [NL, fr Gk, fr opsis 
appearance, vision] 

opsonin /'opsanin/ n an antibody in blood serum that makes foreign cells 
more susceptible to the action of phagocytes [L opsonium relish (fr Gk 
opsonion victuals, fr ops^ein to purchase victuals, fr opson food > 
oneisthai to buy) * E -in] - opsonic /op'sonik/ adj 
-opsy /-opsi, -apsi/ comb form ( n) exammation {necropsy} {autopsy} 
[Gk -opsia, fr opsis] 

opt /opt/ VI to decide in favour of sthg USE - usu 4 for [F opter, fr L 
optan - more at option] 

optative /'optativ/ adj of or belonging to a grammatical mood (e g in 
Greek) expressing wish or desire - optative n 
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'optic /'optik/ adj of vision or the eye [MF optiquc, fr ML opticus, fr Gk 
optikos, fr opscsthai to be going to see; akin to Gk opsis appearance, ops 
eye - more at lye] 

’optic n 1 the eye 2 any of the lenses, prisms, or mirrors of an optical 
instrument 

optical /'opiikl/ adj I of optics 2a visual <a7i ^ illusion) b visible <an 
~ galaxy) c designed to aid vision (an ^ instrument) 3 of or using light 
< ^ microscopy) - optically adv 

optical activity n the ability (of some solutions) to rotate the plane of 
vibration of polanzed light 

.optical 'art n abstract art that uses linear or geometric patterns to create 
an optical illusion 

optical fibre n_a very thin glass or plastic fibre used in fibreoptics to 
transmit light TriEroMMUNiCAnoN 
optical glass n a high-quality glass used csp for making lenses 
.Optical il'lusion n illusion 2a(l) 

optic axis n a line in a doubly refracting medium along which double 
refraction does not occur 

Optician /op'tish(a)n/ n one who prescribes correctional lenses for eye 
defects or supplies (lenses for) spectacles on prescription - compare 
OPHTHAlMOICXilST 

optics /'optiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the science of the nature, 
properties, and uses of (radiation or particles that behave like) light 2 
optical properties or components 

Optimal /'optiml/ adj most satisfactory, optimum - optimally adv 
optimism Aipti,miz(3)m/ n 1 the doctrine that this world is the best 
possible world 2 a tendency to emphasize favourable aspects of situations 
or events or to expect the best possible outcome (F* optimisme, fr L 
optimum, n. best, fr neut of optimus best, akin to L ops power - more at 
opui.entJ - optimist n, optimistic /-'mistik/ adj, optimistically adv 
optimum /'optimam/ n, p/ optima /-ma/ also optimums (the amount or 
degree oO sthg that is most favourable to a particular end [L] - optimum 
adf, optimize /'opti.miez/ vt 

'option /‘opsh(3)n/ n 1 an act of choosing 2a the power or nght to chcxise 
b (a contract conveying) a nght to buy or sell designated securities or 
comr.oditics at a specified price dunng a stipulated penod 3a an 
alternative course of action b an item offered in addition to or in place 
of standard equipment [F, fr L option-, optto free choice, akin to L optare 
to choose, Gk cpiopsesthai to be going to choose] 

’option vt to grant or take an option on 

optional /'opsh(3)nt/ adj not compulsory, available as a choice - 

optionally adv 

optometry /op'tomatn/ n the art or piofession of examining the eye for 
defects and prescnbing correctional lenses or exercises but not drugs or 
surgery (Gk optos (verbal of opscsthai to be going to sec) ♦- ISV -metry 
- more at optic] - optometrist n, optometric /.opta'metnk/ adj 
opt out VI to choose not to participate in sthg - often v of 
Opulent /'opyoobnt/ adj 1 wealthy, nch 2 abundant, profuse [L 
opuientus, fr ops power, wealth, help, akin to L opus work, Gk ompne 
food, prosperity, Ski apnas possession, property] - opulence n, opulently 
adv 

opuntia /o'punsh(y)3/ n prickly pear [NL, fr L, a plant, fr fern of 
opuntius of Opus, fr Opunt-, Opus Opus, ancient city in Greece] 
opus /'ohpas/ n, pi opera Aip(a)ra/ also opuses work 7, specif a musical 
composition or set of compositions, usu numbered in the order of issue 
(L oper-, opus - more at operate] 

Opuscule /o'puskyoohl/ n a small or minor work (c g of literature) [F, 
fr L opusculum, dim of opus] 

'or /a, strong aw/ conj la -■ used to join 2 sentence elements of the ^me 
class or function and often introduced by either to indicate that what 
immediately follows is another or a final alternative <^either sink — 
swim)ired, blue. - green) (coffee ^ tea whisky) (whether you like 
it -w not) b - used before the second and later of several suggestions to 
indicate approximation or uncertainty (five ^ six days) (a place such as 
Venice Florence ^ somewhere like that - SEU ^ - compare or so 
2 and not - used after a neg (never dnnks smokes) 3 that is - used 
to indicate equivalence or elucidate meaning (lessen ^ abate) (a heifer 
~ young cow) 4 - used to indicate the result of rejecting a preceding 
choice (hurry ~ you'll be late) 5 - used to introduce an afterthought 
(e=mc^- am I bonng you?) (ME other, or, fr OE oththe-, akin to 
OHG eddo or, ON etha] - or so - used to indicate an approximation or 
conjecture (I’ve known him 20 years or so> 

’or /aw/ n a gold colour; also yellow - used in heraldry [MF. gold, fr L 
aurum - more at oriole] 

'•or /-a/ suffix ( - n) one that performs (a specified action) (vendor) [ME, 


fr OF -eur, -eor & L -or, OF -eur, fr L -or, OF -eor, fr L -ator -or, fr -atus, 
pp suffix ^ -or - more at ’-atf] 

’-or /-a/ suffix ( n) quality, condition, or state of (horror) (tremor)-, also 
instance of (a specified quality or state) (an error) [ME, fr OF -eur, fr 
L -or] 

orache, orach /'onch/ n a plant of the goosefoot family cultivated and 
eaten like spinach, also any of vanous related plants that occur as weeds 
(ME orage, fr MF arrache, fr (assumed) VL atrapic-, atrapex, fr Gk 
atraphaxys] 

oracle /'orakl/ n la an often cryptic answer to some question, usu 
regarding the future, purporting to come from a deity b (a shnne housing) 
a pnest or pnestess who deliveis oracles 2 (a statement by) a person 
giving wise or authontative decisions [ME, fr MF, fr L oraculum, fr orare 
to speak - more at oration] 

Oracle trademark - used for a service provided by ITV which transmits 
information (eg the weather or sports results) on usu special channels 
TELEVISION 

oracular /o'rakyool.Va<^ 1 of or being an oracle 2 resembling an oracle 
(e g in solemnity or obscunty of expression) (L oraculum] ~ oracularly 
adv 

'oral /'awrdl, 'o-/ adj la uttered in words, spoken b using speech 2a of. 
given through, or affecting the mouth contraceptive) b of or 
characterized by (passive dependency, aggressiveness, or other personal- 
ity traits typical oO the first stage of sexual development in which 
gratification is denved from eating, sucking, and later by biting - compare 
ANAL, GENiTAi (L or-, OS mouth, akin to GE ora border, shore, L ora 
edge, border, Skt as mouth] - orally adv, orality /aw'rabti, o-/ ii 
^oral n an oral examination 

'orange /'onnj/ n la (a small evergreen tree of the rue family with hard 
yellow wood and fragrant white flowers that bears) a spherical fruit with 
a reddish yellow leathery aromatic nnd and sweet juicy edible pulp 2 any 
of several trees or fruits resembling the orange 3 a colour whose hue 
resembles that of the orange and lies between red and yellow in the 
spectrum [ME, fr MF, fr OProv auranja fr Ar naranj, fr Per narang, fr 
Skt naranga orange tree, of Dravidian ongin, akin to Tamil naru 
fragrant] 

•’orange adj of the colour orange 
Orange ad/ of Orangemen (an lodge) - Orangeism n 
'Orangeman /-m^n/ n, pi Orangemen /-/la member of a Protestant 
loyalist society in the north of Ireland 2 a Protestant Irishman, csp of 
' Ulster [William 111 of England, Prince of Orange (fr Orange, city in 
France) tl702 Protestant ruler who deposed the Roman Catholic 
James II] 

'orange .peel n a pitted surface (c g on porcelain) like that of an 
orange 

orangery /'orinj( 3 )n/ n a protected place (e g a greenhouse) for growing 
oranges in cool climates 

'orange-,Stick n a thin usu orangewood stick with a pointed end used 
in manicunng 

'orange.wood /-.wood/ n the wood of the orange tree used csp for 
turning and carving 

orangish /’onnjish/ adj rather orange 

orangutan, orangoutan /aw,rang (y)ooh'tan/ n a largely plani-eating 
tree-dwelling anthropoid ape of Borneo and Sumatra with brown skin and 
hair and very long arms [Malay orang hutan, fr orang man + hufan 
forest] 

orangy, orangey /'onnji/ adj resembling an orange, esp in taste or 
colour 

orate /aw'rayt/ vi to speak in an elevated and often pompous manner 
[back-formation fr oration] 

^ oration /aw'raysh(a)n/ n a speech delivered in a formal and dignified 
manner [L oration-, oratio speech, oration, fr oratus, pp of orare to plead, 
speak, pray, akin to Russ orat’ to yell, Gk era, are prayer] 
orator /'orata/ n 1 one who delivers an oration 2 a skilled public speaker 
[ME oratour, fr MF or L, MF orateur, fr L orator, fr oratus, pp] 
Oratorian /.ora'tawn-an/ n or adj (a member) of the Congregation of the 
Oratory, a Roman Catholic preaching order founded by St Philip Nen 
in 1364 

oratorio /.ora'tawnoh/ n, pi oratorios a choral work based usu on a 
religious subject and composed chiefly of recitatives, arias, and choruses 
without action or scenery [It, fr the Oratorio di San Filippo Neri (Oratory 
of St Philip Nen) in Rome, where musical religious services were held in 
the 16th c] 

'oratory /'or3t(3)ri/ n 1 a place of prayer; esp a private or institutional 
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chapel 2 cap an Oratonan congregation, house, or church [ME oratone, 
fr LL ontonum, fr L oratus, pp] 

’oratory n 1 the art of public speaking 2 public speaking characterized 
by (excessive) eloquence [L ontona, fr fern of oratonus oratoncal, fr 
oratus, pp] 

orb /awb/ n 1 a sphencal body; esp a celestial sphere 2 a sphere 
surmounted by a cross symbolizing royal power and justice [MF orbe, fr 
L orbis circle, disc, orb; akin to L o^ita track, rut] 
orbicular /aw'bikyoob/ adj 1 sphencal 2 circular leaves^ 

PLANT [ME orbiculer, fr MF or LL; MF orbiculaire, fr LL orbiculans, 
fr L orbicuJus, dim of orb/s] - orbicularly adv, orbicularity /-'larati/ n. 
orblculate /-bt/ adj 

'orbit /'awbit/ n 1 the bony socket of the eye 2 (1 complete passage oO 
a path descnbed by one body in Us revolution round another (e g that of 
the earth round the sun) space 3 a sphere of influence 4 the eye 
- poetic [L orbita] - orbital adj 

’orbit vt 1 to revolve in an orbit round 2 to send up and make revolve 
in an orbit vi to travel in circles 

orbital Awbitl/ n an area round an atom or molecule inside which there 
IS a high probability of Finding 1 or 2 of the electrons that orbit round the 
atomic nuclei 

arbiter /'awbita/ n a spacecraft designed to orbit a celestial body without 
landing on its surface [^orrit ^ ^-lr] 

Orcadian /aw’kaydi an/ n a native or inhabitant of the Orkney islands 
[L Orcades Orkney islands] - Orcadian adj 
orchard /'awchad/ n a usu enclosed area in which fruit trees are planted 
[ME, fr OE ortgeard, prob fr L hortus garden + OE geard yard - more 
at 'yard] 

orcheatra /'^wkistra/ n 1 the circular space used by the chorus in front 
of the stage in an ancient Greek theatre 2 the space in front of the stage 
in a modem theatre that is used by an orchestra 3 a group of musicians 
including esp stnng players organized to perform ensemble music [L, fr 
Gk orchestra, fr orcheisthai to dance, akin to Skt rghayati he raves] 
orchaatral /aw'kestral/ adj of or composed for an orchestra - orches- 
trally adv 

orchestrate /'awki.strayt/ vt 1 to compose or arrange (music) for an 
orchestra 2 to provide with orchestration a balleO - orchestra- 
tor n 

orchestration /.awki'straysh(3)n/ n (the style oO the arrangement of 
music for performance by an orchestra 

orchid Awkid/ n a plant or flower of a large family of plants related to 
the grasses and lilies and usu having sinking 3-petalled flowers with an 
enlarged liplike middle petal endangered [irreg fr NL Orchis] 
orchidectomy /.awki'dektami/ n the surgical removal of 1 or both 
testicles [irreg fr Gk orchis testicle E -ectomy] 
orchil /"awchil, 'awkil/ n a violet dye obtained from certain lichens [ME 
orchell, fr OF orcheil, perh denv of L herba urceolans plant for polishing 
glass pitchers, fr urceolus, dim of urceus pitcher] 
orchis Awkis/ n an orchid, esp of a genus having fleshy roots and a 
spurred lip [NL, genus name, fr L, orchid, fr Gk, testicle, orchid; akin 
to Mir uirgge testicle; fr the shape of the tubers] 
orchitis /aw'kietas/ n inflammation of the testicles [NL, fr Gk orchis 
testicle] 

ordain /aw'dayn/ vt 1 to invest oflicially with pnestly authonty (c g by 
the laying on of hands) 2a to order by appointment, decree, or law, enact 
b to destine, foreordain [ME ordcinen, fr OF ordener, fr LL ordmare, fr 
L, to put in order, appoint, fr ordin-, ordo order] - ordainment n 
ordeal /aw'deel/ n 1 a method formerly used to determine guilt or 
innocence by submitting the accused to dangerous or painful tests whose 
outcome was believed to depend on divine or supernatural iii.’«‘rvention 
by fire) 2 a severe or testing expenence [ME ordal, fr OE ordal\ akin 
to OHG urtal judgment; both from a pr^istonc WGmc compound 
derived fr a compound verb represented by OHO irteilen to judge, 
distnbute, fr ir-. perfective prefix * talen to divide, render a verdict, akin 
to OHG tai part - more at deal] 

'ordar /'awda/ n la a religious body or community living under a specific 
rule and often required to take vows of renunciation of earthly things b 
a military decoration 2a any of the several grades of the Christian 
ministry b pi the office of a person in the Christian ministry 3a a rank 
or group in a community b a category in the classification of living things 
ranking above the family and below the class 4a(l) a rank or level (2) 
a category or kind b arrangement of objects or events according to 
sequence in space, time, value, importance, etc c degree 7a d the 
number of times mathematical differentiation is applied successively 
(derivatives of higher ^ > c the number of columns or rows in a square 


matnx f the number of elements in a finite mathematical group 5a (a 
sphere oO a sociopolitical system (the present economic - > b regular or 
harmonious arrangement 6a customary procedure, esp in debate (point 
of b a presenbed form of a religious service 7a the rule of law or 
proper authonty (law and ) b a specific rule, regulation, or authontat- 
ive direction 8a a style of building, esp any of the classical styles of 
building (the Done ^ > b a column and entablature proportioned and 
decorated according to one of the classical styles 9 a proper, orderly, or 
functioning condition (telephone is out of ^ } 10a a wntten direction to 
pay money to sby b a direction to purchase, sell, or supply goods or to 
carry out work c goods bought or sold d an assigned undertaking - 
chiefly in a tall order 11 the style of dress and equipment for a specified 
purpose (troops in full marching - > [MF ordre, fr ML & L; ML ordin-, 
ordo ecclesiastical order, fr L, arrangement, group, class, akin to L ordin 
to lay the warp, begin] - in order that that 2a(l) - in order to for the 
purpose of - in the order of about as much or as many as, approximately 

- on order having been ordered - to order according to the specificauons 
of an order (furniture made to order) 

’order vt 1 to put in order, arrange 2a to give an order to, command b 
to command to go or come to a specified place c to place an order for 
('-a mea!} vi to give or place an order 

.order 'arms n a dnll position in which the nfle is held vertically beside 
the nght leg with the butt resting on the ground [fr the command order 
arms]] 

‘ordered adj 1 well regulated or ordered 2a having elements succeedmg 
or arranged according to rule b having a specified first element (a set of 

- pain} 

.order in 'council n, often cap OAC an order made by the Bntish 
sovereign on the advice of J^he pnvy council, giving the force of law to 
administrative regulations law 
'orderly /'awdali/ adj la arranged in order, neat, tidy b liking or 
exhibiting order; methodical 2 well behaved, peaceful - orderlinesa n 
’orderly n 1 a soldier assigned to carry messages, relay orders, etc for a 
supenor officer 2 a hospital attendant who does routine or heavy work 
(e g carrying supplies or moving patients) 

.order of 'magnitude n a range of magnitude extending from a 
particular value to 10 times that value 

.order of the 'day n 1 an agenda 2 the charactenstic or dominant 
feature or activity 

'order .paper n a programme of the day's business in a legislative 
assembly 

'ordinal Awdinl/ n la cap (a book containing) the forms of service for 
ordination b a book containing the Roman Catholic services proper to 
ever) day of the year 2 ordinal number [(1) ME. fr ML ordinaJe, fr 
LL, n« lit of ordinalis, adj, (2) LL ordinaJis, fr ordinalis, adj] 

’ordinal adj of a specified order or rank in a senes [LL ordinalis, fr L 
ordin-, ordo] 

ordinal number n a number designating the place (e g first, second, or 
third) occupied by an item in an ordered set - compare cardinal 

NUMBER 3" NUMBER 

ordinance /"awdinans/ n 1 an authontative decree, esp a municipal 
regulation 2 a presenbed usage, practice, or ceremony [ME, fr MF & 
ML; MF oidenance, lit, act of arranging, fr ML oidinantia, fr L 
ordmant-, ordinans. prp of ordmare to put in order - more at 
ordain] 

ordinand /"awdLoand/ n a candidate for ordination [LL ordinandus, 
get undive of ordmare to ordain] 

'ordinary /'awdn(a)ri, 'awd(3)nn/ n 1 often cap the invariable parts of 
the Mass - compare proper 2 2 the regular or customary state of affairs 

- chiefly in out of the ordinary 3 any of the simplest heraldic charges 
bounded by straight lines (e g a chevron) [ME ordmane, fr AF & ML; 
AF, fr ML ordmanus, fr L oidinanus, adj] 

’ordinary adj 1 routine, usual 2 not exceptional; commonplace [ME 
ordmane, fr L ordmanus, fr ordm-, ordo order] ~ ordinarily /-nli, 
'awd(9)n.e9nli, / adv, ordinarineaa n 

Ordinary level n. often cap L an examination that is the lowest of the 
3 levels of the British General Certificate of Education 
.ordinary 'aeaman n rank 

ordinary ahare n a share which has a claim on dividends or assets only 
after the claims of preference shares have been met - compare prefer- 
ence SHARE, deferred SHARE 

ordinata /'awdinat/ n the coordinate of a point in a plane Cartesian 
coordinate system obtained by measuring parallel to the y-axis - compare 
ABSCISSA [NL {hnea) ordinate {applicata), lit., line applied in an orderly 
manner] 
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ordination /,awdrnaysh(9)ii/ n (an) ordaining; being ordained 
ordnance /'awdnans/ n 1 (a branch of government service dealing with) 
military supplies 2 cannon, artillery [ME ordinaunce, fr MF ordenance, 
lit., act of arranging] 

'ordnance .datum n a standard mean sea level used by the Ordnance 
Survey 

.Ordnance 'Survey n (a British or Irish government organization that 
produces) a survey of Great Britain or Ireland published as a senes of 
detailed maps 

ordonnance /awdanons (Fr ordondrs)/ n arrangement of parts (e g of 
a literary composition) [F, alter of MF ordenance] 

Ordovician /^wdo'vishyan/ adj or n (of or being) the penod of the 
Palaeozoic era between the (^mbnan and the Silurian evolution 
[L Ordovtces, ancient people in N Wales] 
ordura Awdyooo/ n excrement [ME, fr MF, fr ord filthy, fr L homdus 
horrid] 

ora /aw/ n a mineral containing a metal or other valuable constituent for 
which it IS mined [ME or, fr OE ar, akin to OHG er bronze, L aes copper, 
bronze, Skt ayas metd^on] 

6ra /’uhra/ n, pi dre Denmark, Norway. Sweden at nationality 
[Sw ore & Dan & Norw 0re, fr L aureus, a gold com] 
oragano /ori'gahnoh, a'reganoh/ n a bushy plant of the mint family 
whose leaves arc used as a herb in cooking [AmerSp oregano, fr Sp, wild 
maijoram, fr L origanum, fr Gk onganon] 

.Oragon 'pIna /"ongan/ n Douglas mr [Oregon, state of the USA] 
organ /'awgan/ n la a wind instrument consisting of sets of pipes made 
to sound by compressed air and controlled by keyboards; also an elec- 
tronic keyboard instrument producing a sound approximating to that of 
an organ b reed organ c any of various similar cruder instruments 2 
a differentiated structure (e g the heart or a leaO consisting of cells and 
tissues and performing some specific function in an organism 3 a 
subordinate organization that performs specialized functions <r/ie vanous 
of government 4 a periodical [ME, partly fr OE organa, fr L 
organum, fr Gk organon, lit , toot, instrument; partly fr OF organe, fr L 
organ urn-, akin to Gk ergon work - more at 'work] - organist n 
organ-, orgaao- comb form 1 organ; organs <organogenes/s> 2 organic 
<organonie/runa/> [ME, fr ML, fr L organum] 
organdie, organdy /awgandi/ n a very fine transparent muslin with a 
stiff finish [F organdi] 

organella /^wga'nel/ n a part of a cell (e g a mitochondnon) that has 
a specialized structure and usu a specific function [NL organella, fr L 
organum] 

'organ-, grinder n an itinerant street musician who operates a barrel 
organ 

organic /aw'gamk/ adj la of or ansing in a bodily organ b affecting the 
structure of the organism <an ^ disease^ - compare functional lb 2a 
of or derived from living organisms b of or being food produced using 
fertilizer solely of plant or animal ongin without the aid of chemical 
fertilizers, pesticides, etc farming^ 3a forming an integral element of 
a whole b having systematic coordination of parts c containing carbon 
compounds, esp those occumng in living organisms, also of or being the 
branch of chemistry dealing with these d resembling or developing in the 
manner of an organism 4 of or constituting the law by which a govern- 
ment exists ■> organically adv 

organism /'awga,niz(3)m/ n 1 a complex structure of interdependent 
and subordinate elements 2 a living being - organlamic /-'nizmik/ adj, 
organianal /-'nizml/ adj 

organ-ization, -iaation /4wgdnie'zaysh(9)n/ n la organizing ot being 
organized b the condition or manner of bong organized 2a an associ- 
ation, society b an administrative and functional body - organizational 
adj 

organ-iza, -iae /'awga.niez/ vr 1 to cause to develop an organic structure 
2 to arrange or form into a complete or functioning whole 3a to set up 
an administrative structure for b to persuade to associate in an organiza- 
tion; esp to unionize <>^d labour} 4 to arrange by systematic planning 
and effort 1 to arrange elements into a whole 2 to form an 
organization, esp a trade union - orgaaizer n 
organoleptic /awganoh'leptik, aw.gan9-/ adj 1 involving or using 1 or 
more of the sense organs evaluation of foods} 2 being, affecting, or 

relating to qualities (e g taste and smell) that stimulate the sense organs 
[F o/ganolq}tigue, fr organ- + Gk leptikos disposed to take, fr lambanein 
to take > more at latch] 

organon /awgojum/ n an instrument for acquiring or ordering knowl- 
edge [Ok, lit., tool • more at organ] 


organophoaphate /awgana'fosfayt/ n an organic compound, esp a 
war gas or pesticide, containing phosphorus - organopbosphate adj 
organum /'awganam/ n an organon [ML. fr L, organ] 
organza /aw'ganza/ n a sheer dress fabnc resembling organdie, usu made 
of silk, rayon, or nylon [prob alter, of Lorganza, a trademark] 
organzina Awgan, zeen/ n a raw silk yam used for warp threads in fine 
fabrics [F or It, F organsm, fr It organzino, prob fr Urgench, town in 
USSR, where it was first manufactured] 
orgasm Aw,gaz(a)m/ n intense or paroxysmal emotional excitement; 
esp (an instance oO the climax of sexual excitement, occumng typically 
as the culmination of sexual intercourse [NL orgasmus, fr Gk orgasmos, 
fr organ to grow npe, be lustful; akin to Skt uija sap, strength] - orgasmic 
/aw'gazmik/ adj, orgastic /aw'gastik/ adj 
orgeat Aw.zhah; (Fr or^a)/ n a sweet syrup or dnnk made with almonds 
and usu flower water and used esp as a cocktail ingredient [F, fr MF, fr 
orge barley, fr L hordeum, akin to OHG gersta barley, Gk kri] 
orgy /'awji/ n 1 the secret ntes of an ancient Greek or Roman deity, often 
accompanied by ecstatic singing and dancing 2a drunken revelry b a wild 
party characterized by sexual promiscuity 3 an cxces.sive or frantic 
indulgence in a specified activity <an ^ of destruction} [MF orgte. fr L 
orgta, pi, fr Gk, akin to Gk ergon work - more at 'work] - orgiastic 
/-'astik/ adj 

-orla /-'awn-a/ pi o/ orium 

-orial /-‘awn-al/ sufRx (-* adj) of, belonging to, or connected with 
<5eiisorial> [ME, fr L -onus -ory ME -a/] 
oribi /orabi. 'aw-/ n, pi oribis a small graceful tan-coloured antelope of 
S and E Afnca [Afnk] 

oriel window Awn-?!/ n a bay window projecting from an upper storey 
and supported by a corbel or bracket [ME onel porch, onel window, fr 
MF onol porch] 

'orient Awn-ant, 'o-/ n 1 cap lasi 2 2a pearl of great lustre [ME, fr 
MF, fr L onent-, onens, fr prp of onn to nse - more at risf] 

H>rlent adj 1 lustrous, sparkling gems) 2 archaic oriental 1 
’orient Awn,ent, 'o-/ vt la to cause to face or point towards the east, 
specif to build (a church or temple) with the longitudinal axis pointing 
eastwards b to set in a definite position, esp in relation to the points of 
the compass c to ascertain the beanngs of 2s to adjust to an environment 
or a situation b to acquaint (oneselO with the existing situation or 
environment [F onenter, fr MF, fr onent] 

oriental /.awn’entl, ,o-/ adj 1 often cap relating to or charactenstic of 
the Onent 2a of a pearl or other precious stone of supenor grade, lustre, 
or value b being corundum but simulating another specified gem in 
colour < -- amethyst} 3 often cap relating to or having the charactenstics 
of Onentals 4 cap of or being the biogeographic region that includes Asia 
S and SE of the Himalayas and part of the Malay archipelago 
Oriental n a member of any of the indigenous peoples of the Onent 
orientalist /.awn'entl-ist, ,o-/ n, often cap a specialist in onental sub- 
jects 

orientate Awri-an,tayt, 'o-/ vt , chiefly Br to onent ~ vi to face east 
orientation /4wn-an'tay.sh(3)n, ,o-/ n la onenting or being oriented b 
an arrangement or alignment 2 a lasting tendency of thought, inclination, 
or interest 3 change of position by (a part oO an organism in response 
to an external stimulus - orientational adj 

orienteering /.awn-an'tianng, .o-/ n a sport in which contestants 
traverse a usu difficult unfamiliar course using a map and compass to 
navigate their way between checkpoints [modif (influenced by -eer) of Sw 
onentenng, fr onentera to orient] - orienteer vt 
orifice Anfis/ n an opening (e g a vent or mouth) through which sthg 
may pass [MF, fr LL onficium, fr L or-, of mouth + -fkium (fr -ficus 
-fic) - more at oral] - orificial /-'fish(3)l/ adj 
origemi /.on'gahmi/ n the (traditional JapaoRse) art or process of folding 
paper into complex shapes [Jap] 

origanum /a'nganam, also .on'gahnam/ n oregano; also maf]oram [ME. 
fr L, wild marjoram, fr Gk onganon] 

origin Anjin/ n 1 ancestry, parenuge 2 a source or starting-point 3 the 
more fixed, central, or large attachment or part of a muscle 4 the 
intersection of coordinate axes [ME ongina, prob fr MF, fr L ongin-, 
origo, fr oriri to rise - more at rise] 

'original /a'rijanl/ n 1 that from which a copy, reproduction, or transla- 
tion is rrjide 2 an eccentnc person 

’original adj 1 initial, earliest 2a not secondary, denvative, or imitative 
b being the first instance or source of a copy, reproduction, or translation 
3 inventive, creative - origiiially adv 

originality /3,rij9'nabti/ n 1 freshness, novelty 2 the power of imaginat- 
ive and independent thought or creation ['original + -ity] 
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ojiginal 'tin n (the doctnne oO man’s innate sinfulness resulting from 
Adam's fall 

originatt /a'nja.nayl/ vb to (cause to) begin or come into existence - 
originator n, origination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 

orinatal /.awn'nayzl, ,o-/ adj nasal 2b [L or-, os mouth 4 E nasal] 
oriole /'awri.ohl, -al/ n any of a family of birds with black and cither 
orange or yellow plumage [F onol, fr L aurcolus, dim of aureus golden, 
fr aunim gold, akin to Lith auksas gold] 

oriaon /'onz(3)n/ n, archaic a prayer [ME, fr OF, fr LL oration-, oratio, 
fr L, oration) 

-orlum /-'awn-am/ sufTix pi -oriumSf -orla /-'awn a/ ( ■» n) '-ory 
<cre/naronum) [L, fr ncut of -onus -ory] ^ 

Oriya /o'ree(y)a/ n the language of Onssa in India language 
Orion /'awlon/ trademark - used for an acrylic fibre 
'orlop .deck /'awlop/ n the lowest deck in a ship that has 4 or more decks 
^ 3 “ SHIP [ME overlop deck of a single-decker, fr MLG overlop, lit . 
something that overleaps] 

ormer Awma/ n an abalone [F dial . prob denv of L auns mans ear of 
the sea] 

ormolu /'awma.looh/ n gilded brass or bronze used to decorate furniture, 
ornaments, etc [F or moulu, lit , ground gold] 

'ornament Awnamant/ n 1 sthg that lends grace or beauty, (a) decor- 
ation or embellishment 2 a person who adds honour or importance to 
sthg 3 an embellishing note not belonging to the essential harmony or 
melody [ME, fr OF omement, fr L omamentum equipment, decoration, 
fr omare] 

‘ornament /'awna.ment/ vt to add ornament to, embellish 
ornamental Awna'mentl/ adj or n (of or being) a decorative object, esp 
a plant cuk‘ivatei:< 'is beauty - ornamentally adv 
ornamentation /,awndmen'taysh(3)n/ n 1 ornamenting or being orna- 
mented 2 sthg that ornaments; an embellishment 
ornate /aw'nayt/ adj 1 rhetoncal or florid in style 2 elaborately or 
excessively decorated [ME omat, fr L omatus, pp of omare to furnish, 
embellish; akin to L ordinare to order - more at oruain] - ornately adv, 
ornateneas n 

ornery /awnan/ adj, NAm cantankerous - infml [alter, of ordinary] - 
orneriness n 

ornith-, omitho- comb form bird <omitho/o^>') [L, fr Gk, fr omith-, 
0/71/5] 

ornithology /.awna'thobji/ n a branch of zoology dealing with birds 
[NL omithologia, fr omith- < -logia 'logy] - ornithologist n, ornithologi- 
cal /-tha'lojikl/ adj 

'oro- comb form mountain {orology} (orogeny) [Gk oros] 

•oro- comb form mouth (oropharynx) [L or-, os - more at grai J 
orography /o'rografi/ n a branch of physical geography that deals with 
mountains [ISV 'oro- 4 geography] - orographic /.oroh'grafik, .or>/, 
orographical adj 

orotund /'orotund, 'oroh-/ adj 1 marked by fullness of sound, sonorous 
2 pompous, bombastic [modif of L ore rotundo, lit , with round mouth] 
- orotundity /.ora'tundati, ,oroh-/ n 

'orphan /'awfta)n/ n 1 a child 1 or both of whose parents are dead 2 a 
young animal that has lost its mother [LL orphanus, fr Gk orphanos, 
akin to OHG erbi inhentance, L orbus orphaned] - orphanhood n 
‘orphan vt to cause to be an orphan 

orphdnage Awf( 3 )n*ij/ n an institution for the care of orphans 
Orphic Awfik/ adj 1 cap of Orpheus or the ntes or doctnnes asenbed 
to him 2 mystic, oracular [L Orphicus, fr Gk Orphikos, fr Orpheus, poet 
& musician in Gk mythology] 

Orphlam /'aw,riz( 3 )m/ n an ancient Greek mystery religion ^ 'rpheus, 
its reputed founder] 

orphray Awfn/ n an ornamental border or band, esp on an ecclesiastical 
vestment [ME orfrey, fr MF orfreis, fr ML aunfngium, fr L aurum gold 
4 Phiygius Phrygian - more at oriole] 
orpimant /awpimant/ n arsenic tnsulphide occumng as an orange to 
lemon yellow mineral and formerly used as a pigment [ME, fr MF, fr L 
auripigmentum, fr aurum 4 pigmentum pigment] 
orpine /'awpin/ n a plant with fleshy leaves and pink or purple flowers 
[ME orpin, fr MF, fr orpiment] 

Orpington Awpingt(a)n/ n (any oO an English breed of large 
deep-chested domestic fowls [Orpington, town in Kent, England] 
orrery /'onri/ n a clockwork apparatus showing the relative positions 
and motions of bodies in the solar system [Charles Boyle tl73l 4th Earl 
of Orrery, for whom one was made] 

orrie /'oris/ n (a European ins with) a fragrant rootstock used esp in 


perfume and perfumed sachets (prob alter of ME ireos, fr ML, alter, of 
L ins] 

'orrieroot /-,rooht/ n the fragrant rootstock of orns or another ins 
orth-, ortho- comb form 1 straight, upnght, vertical (orthorhombic) 2 
correct, corrective (orthodontics) 3 containing the highest possible 
number of hydroxyl groups or molecules of water (orthophosphate) 4 
ortho- also orth- involving substitution at 2 neighbouring positions in the 
benzene nng <ortho-xy/e/Jc> - compare meta-, para- [ME, fr MF, 
straight, nght, true, fr L, fr Gk, fr orthos - more at arduous] 
orthocephalic /.awthasi'falik/ , orthoccphalous /-'sefalos/ adj having a 
medium ratio of the height to the length or breadth of. the skull [NL 
onhocephalus orthocephalic person, fr orth- 4 Gk kephaJe head - more 
at CEPHAi ic] - orthocephaly /-'sefali/ n 

orthochromatic /.awthakroh'matik, -thoh-, -kra-/ adj 1 of or produc- 
ing natural tone values of light and shade in a photograph 2 sensitive to 
all colours except red < ^ film) [ISV] 

orthoclase /'awth 3 ,klayz, -klays/ n a common feldspar consisting of 
potassium aluminium silicate [G orthoklas, fr orth- i- Gk klasis breaking, 
fr klan to break - more at 'halt] 

orthodontia /,awthoh'donsh(y)a, -tha-/ n orthodontics [NL] 
orthodontics /.awtha'dontiks/ n pi but sing in constr dentistry dealing 
with (the correction oO irregulanties of the teeth - orthodontic /-tik/ adj, 
orthodontist n 

orthodox /'awtha.doks/ adj la conforming to established, dominant, or 
official doctnne (e g in religion) b conventional 2a cap (consisting) of the 
Eastern churches headed by the patnarch of Constantinople which 
separated from the Western church in the 9th c and have characteristic 
and separate doctnnes. liturgy, and forms of organization b cap relating 
to Judaism that keeps to stnet and conservative interpretation of the 
Torah and rabbinic tradition [MF or LL, MF orthodoxe, fr LL 
onhodoxus, fr LGk orthodoxos, fr Gk onh- 4 doxa opinion - more at 
doxology] -- orthodoxly adv 

orthodoxy /'awthadoksi/ n 1 being orthodox 2 an orthodox belief or 
practice 

orthoepy /’awthoh.epi/ n the study of (correct) pronunciation [NL 
orthoepta, fr Gk orthoepeia, fr orth- 4 epos word - more at voice] - 
orthoepic /-'epik/ adj, orthoepist n 

orthogenesis /.awthoh'jenasis/ n the theory that social evolution takes 
place through the same stages in every culture [NL] - orthogenetic 
/-ja'netik/ adj 

orthogonal /aw'thoganl/ adj, of lines, planes, axes, etc perpendicular to 
one another [MF. fr L orthogonius, fr Gk orthogonios, fr orth- 4 gonia 
angle more at -oon] - orthogonally adv 

orthographic /.awtha'grafik/ also orthographical /-kl/ adj 1 character- 
ized by perpendicular lines or nght angles 2 of orthography - orthogra- 
pbically adv 

orthogr^hy /aw'thogrofi/ n 1 correct spelling 2 the manner of 
spelling ALPHABET [ME ortografie, fr MF, fr L orthographia, fr 
Gk, fr orth- 4 graphein to wnic - more at carve] 
orthopaedics, NAm chiefly orthopedics /.awtho'peediks/ n pi but sing 
or pi in consir the correction or prevention of skeletal and muscular 
deformities, esp by surgery [F onhopedique, adj, fr orthopedic orthoped- 
ics, fr ortho- 4 Gk paid-, pais child] - orthopaedic adj, orthopaedist o 
orthopteran, orthopteron /aw'thoptoron/ n. pi orthopterans, orthop- 
tera /-n>/ any of an order of large insects (e g cnckets and grasshoppers) 
wuh biting mouthparts and either no wings or 2 pairs of wings [NL 
Orthoptera, group name, fr orth- v Gk pteron wing - more at feather] 
- orthopteran adj, orthopterous adj 

orthorhombic /.awthoh'rombik/ adj of or constituting a system of 
crystal structure charactenzed by 3 unequal axes at right angles to each 
other [ISV] 

orthoscopic /.awtha'skopik, -thoh-/ adj 1 giving an image m correct 
and normal proportions 2 giving a flat field of view [ISV orth- 4 -scopic 
(as in microscopic)] 

ortolan /'awtabn. 'awtl-on/ n a brown and greyish-green European 
bunting [F or It; F, fr It onolano, lit., gardener, fr L hortuJanus, fr 
hortulus, dim. of hortus garden - more at 'yard] 

'-ory /-(a)n/ suffix ( -» n) 1 place of or for (observatory) (refectory) 2 
sthg that serves for (directory) [ME -one, fr L -orium, fr neut of -onus, 
adj suffix] 

‘-ory suffix ( - adj) 1 of or involving (gustatory) (compulsory) 2 serving 
for or producing (justificatory) [ME -one, fr MF & L; MF. fr L 
-onus] 

oryx /onks/ n. pi oryxes, esp collectively oryx any of a genus of large 
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straight-homed Afncan antelopes [NL, genus name, fr L, a gazelle, fr 
Gk, pickaxe, antelope, fr ory^ssein to dig -- more at rouuh] 

Oscan /*oskan/ n (the language oO a member of a people of ancient Italy 
inhabiting Campania [L - Oscan aJj 

'Oscar /'oska/ n a statuette awarded annually by a US professional 
organization for outstanding achievement in the cinema [Oscar Pierce. 
20th-c US wheat and fruit grower] 

’Oscar - a communications code word for the letter o 
oscillate /'usi.layt/ vi la to swing backwards and forwards like a 
pendulum b to move or travel back and forth between 2 points 2 to vary 
between opposing beliefs, feelings, or courses of action [L oscillatus, pp 
of liscillare to swing, fr oscillum swing] - oscillatory /’osibt(a)n/ adj 
oscillation /,osi'laysh(a)n/ n 1 oscillating 2 a vanation. fluctuation 3 
a flow of electncity periodically changing direction 4 a single swing (e g 
of sthg osallating) from one extreme limit to the other 
oscillator /osi.layia/ n I sby or sthg that oscillates 2 a device for 
producing alternating current, csp a radio-frequency or audio-frequency 
signal generator 

oscillograph /a'sib,grahf, -,graf/ n an instrument for recording (electri- 
cal) oscillations [F osciHognphe, fr L osctllare + F -graphe -graph] - 
oscillographic /-'grafik/ adj, oscillography /.osi'lografi/ n 
oscilloscope /a'sil3,skohp/ n an instrument in which electncal oscilla- 
tions register as a temporary visible wave form on the fluorescent screen 
ofa cathode-ray tube [LosciHare ♦ IS V -scope] - oscllloscopic /-'skopik/ 
adj 

oscine /'osien/ adj of or being a suborder of passenne birds with vocal 
cords specialized for singing [L oscjn-, oscen bird used in divination, fr 
obs~ in front of + canere to sing - more at ostfnsihi r, chani] - 
oscine n 

osculate /oskyoo.layt/ vi to kiss - humor or fml [L osculatus, pp of 
(KcuJan, fr osculum kiss, fr dim of os mouth - more at or ai ] - osculation 
/-'laysh(3)n/ n 

osculum /oskyoobm/ n an opening in a sponge from which a current 
of water flows out [NL, fr L, dim of cw mouth] 

'•Oike /-ohs; aJso -ohz/ suffix ( « adj) 1 full of, possessing the quality of 
(verbose) (bellicose) 2 having, consisting of, resembling (frond- 
ose) (ramose) (globose) [ME, fr L -osus] - -osity /-'osati/ suffix’ 
(- n) 

’-ose /-ohz, -ohs/ suffix (-» n) I carbohydrate (amylose), esp sugar 
(fructose) 2 primary product of hydrolytic breakdown (prp- 
teose) (peptose) [F. fr g/ocose] 

osier /ohzha/ n 1 any of various willows whose pliable twigs are used 
for furniture and basketry 2 a willow rod used in basketry - compare 
WITHY [ME, fr MF. fr ML ausena osier bed] 

-osis /-'ohsis/ suffix, pi -oses /-'ohseez/, -osiscs /-ohsisccz/ (-* n) la 
action, process, or condition of (hypnosis) (metamorphosis) b abnormal 
or pathological condition of (thrombosis) 2 increase or formation of 
(leucocytosis) [ME, fr L, fr Gk -dsis, fr -6- (stem of causative verbs in 
-oun) + -s/s] - -otic /-'otik/ adj, -otically adv 

Osmanli /oz'manli/ n 1 a member of the W branch of the Turkish 
peoples 2 Turkish [Turk osmanli, fr Osman tl326 founder of the 
Ottoman Empire] 

osmiridium /,ozmi'ndi-dm. os-/ n a hard naturally occumng alloy that 
consists chiefly of indium and osmium and is used esp for pen mbs [Gk 
osme * NL iridium] 

osmium /ozmi am/ n a hard grey to black polyvalent metallic element 
of the platinum group that is the heaviest metal known periodic 
TABLE [NL, fr Gk osme smell] - oamic /'ozmik/ adj 
osmometer /oz'momita, os-/ n an apparatus for measuring osmotic 
pressure [osmosis + -meter] - osmometric /-ma'metnk/ adj, osmometry 
/-'momitn/ n 

osmoregulation /,ozmoh,regyoo'laysh(a)n, ,os-/ n the usu automatic 
regulation of osmotic pressure, csp in the body of an organism [osmosis 
+ regulation] 

oemose /’ozmohs, -mohz, 'os-/ vi to diffuse by osmosis [back-formation 
fr osmosis] 

osmosis ^z'mohsis, os-/ n 1 movement of a solvent through a semi- 
permeable membrane (e g of a living cell) into a solution of higher 
concentration that tends to equalize the concentrations on the 2 sides of 
the membrane 2 a process of absorption or diffusion suggestive of osmosis 
[NL. short for endosmosis] - ofsiotic A'motik/ sdj 
osmotic pressure /oz'motik, os-/ n the pressure produced by or 
associated with osmosis and dependent on concentration and tempera- 
ture 


osmunda /oz'munda/ n any of a genus of large ferns [NL, genus name, 
fr ML, osmunda, fr OF osmonde] 

osprey /'ospray, -pri/ n la large fish-eating hawk with dark brown and 
white plumage 2 a feather tnmming used for millinery [ME ospray, fr 
(assumed) MF osfraie, fr L oss/fraga] 
ossein /'osi-in/ n the collagen of bones [ISV, fr L oss-, os] 
osseous /'osi-as/ adj bony 1 [L osseus, fr oss-, os bone; akm to Gk 
osteon bone. Skt asr/i/] 

ossicle /*osikl/ n a small bone or bony structure (e g in the middle ear) 
[L ossiculum, dim of oss-, as] - ossicular /o'sikyoob/ adj 
ossif rage /osifn], -.frayj/ a a lammergeier [L ossifraga sea eagle, fr fern 
of ossifragus bone-breaking, fr oss-, os + frangere to break - more at 
break] 

ossify /'osi.fie/ vi 1 to become bone 2 to become unfeeling, unimaginat- 
ive, or ngid vt to change (e g cartilage) into bone [prob fr (assumed) 
NL ossificare, fr L oss-, os] - ossification /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 
ossuary /'osyooon/ n a container for the bones of the dead [LL 
ossuanum, fr L, neut of ossuarius of bones, fr OL ossua, pi of ass-, 
os] 

oste-, osteo- comb form bone (osteal) (osteomyelitis) [NL, fr Gk, fr 
osteon - more at osseous] 

ostensible /o'stensobl/ adj being such in appearance rather than reality; 
professed, declared [F. fr L ostensus, pp of ostendere to show, fr obs- in 
front of (akin to ob- in the way) + tendere to stretch - more at ob-. thin] 
' ostensibly adv 

OStensive /o'stensiv/ adj of or being definition by means of displaying 
or pointing to the thing or quality being defined - ostensively adv 
ostentation /,ostcn'taysh(3)n/ n unnecessary display of wealth, knowl- 
edge, etc designed to impress or attract attention [ME ostentacioun, fr 
MF ostentation, fr L ostentation-, ostentatio, fr ostentatus, pp of ostentarc 
to display ostentatiously, fr ostentus, pp of ostendere] - ostentatious 
/-shos/ adj, ostentatiously adv, ostentatiousness n 
osteoarthritis /.ostiohah'thnetas/ n degenerative arthniis [NL] - 
osteoarthritic /-'thntik/ adj 

osteomalacia /,ostiohm3'laysh(y)3/ n softening of the bones, esp in 
elderly people, equivalent to nekets in young people [NL, fr oste- + Gk 
malakia softness, fr malakos soft - more at maiac ] 
osteomyelitis /,ostiohmie a'lietas/ n an lolectious inflammatory disease 
of bone (marrow) [NL] 

osteopathy /,o$ti'op3thi/ n a system of treatment of diseases based on 
the theory that they can be cured by manipulation of bones [NL 
osteopathia, fr oste- f L -pathia -pathy] - osteopath /'osli a.path/ n, 
osteopathic /-’pathik/ adj 

osteophyte /osti 3,ficl/ n an abnormal outgrowth from a bone [ISV] 

- osteophytic /-'fitik/ adj 

ostinato /.osti'nahtoh/ //, pi ostinatos a musical figure repeated persist- 
ently at the same pitch throughout a composition - compare imiiaiion 
3, SEQUENCE lb [It, obstinate, fr L obstmatus] 
ostler, chiefly NAm hostler /'osb/ n a groom or stableman at an inn 
[ME osteler, hosteler innkeeper, ostler, fr hostel] 

Ostmark /'ost.mahk, 'awsi-/ n Germany (Democratic Republic) 
at NAiioNALirY [G, lit , East mark] 

-ostosis /-o'stohsis/ comb form, pi -ostoses /-secz/, -ostosises /-saseez/ 
{■* n) conversion into bone of (a specified part) or to (a specified degree) 
(hyperostosis) [NL, fr Gk -ostosis, fr osleo/i bone - more at osseous] 
ostracism /'ostr3,siz(a)m/ n 1 temporary banishment by popular vote 
as practised m ancient Greece 2 exclusion by general consent from 
common pnvileges or social acceptance 

ostrac ize, -ise /'ostra.siez/ vt to exile or exclude by ostracism [Gk 
ostrakizein to banish by voting with potsherds, fr ostrakon shell, potsherd 

- more at oyster] 

ostrich /*ostnch, also 'ostnj/ n I a swifl-lboted 2-toed flightless bird that 
has valuable wing and tail plumes and is the largest of existing birds 2 
one who refuses to face up to unpleasant realities [ME, fr OF ostrusce, 
fr (assumed) VL avis struthio, fr L avis bird 4 LL struthio ostrich, irreg 
fr Gk strouthos\ (2) fr the belief that the ostrich when pursued hides its 
head in the sand and believes itself to be unseen] 

Ostrogoth /'ostr3.goth/ n a member of the E branch of the Goths [LL 
Ostriagothi, pi. of Gmc origin] - Oatrogothlc /-'gothik/ adj 
ot-, oto- comb form ear (otitis); ear and (otolaryngology) [Ok 6t-, oto-, 
fr dr-, ous - more at ‘ear] 

'other /'udha/ adj la being the I left of 2 or more (held on with t hand 
and waved with the ^ one) b being the ones distinct from that or those 
flrst mentioned (taller than the ^ boys) c second 2 (evety ^ day) 2a 
not the same; different (schools ^ than her own) h far, opposite (lives 
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the side of town) 3 additional, further </o/i/ 2 A/iJ 2 ^ boys} 4 recently 
past </Ae evening) (ME. fr OE other, akin to OHO andar other. Skt 
antara] 

*other pron, pi others also other 1 the remaining or opposite one (went 
from one side to the ^ ) (the ^ s came later} 2 a different or additional 
one (some film or ^} (some left, but many ~ s stayed} - compare 
ANOTHER, ONE ANOTHER 

’other adv otherwise - + than (can’t get there than by swimming} 
.other-di'rected adj directed m thought and action pnmanly by external 
inHuences rather than by one’s own values 
'otherness /-nis/ n the state of being other or different 
Other rank n, chiefly Br a military person not holding commissioned 
rank 

"other, wise /-.wiez/ adv 1 in a different way 2 in different circum- 
stances (might ^ have left} 3 in other respects (an excellent dinner} 
4 if not, or else (do what I say, you'll be sorry} 5 not - used to express 
the opposite (mothers, whether married or ^} (guilty unless proved ^ > 
6 alias (Chee Soo, Cliff Gibbs - Sportsworid) (ME, fr OE (on) othre 
wisan in another manner] 

’otherwise adj of a different kind (how can I be than grateful 
.other'worldly adj concerned with spiritual or intellectual matters 
rather than the material world - otherworidlineas n 
otic /'ohtik/ adj of or located in the region of the ear (Gk otikos, fr ot-, 
ous ear - more at 'ear] 

-otic A'ohtik/ comb form ( - adj) having (a specified relationship to) the 
ear (penoiic} (Gk otikos] 

otiose /'ohshi,ohs, 'ohti-/ adj 1 at leisure, idle 2 futile, pointless USE 
fml (L otiosus, fr otium leisure] - otioaely adv, otioseness n 
oto- - see OT- 

otolith /'ohtoh,lith/ n any of many minute lumps of calcite and protein 
in the internal ear that are receptors for the sense of balance (F otolithe, 
fr ot- + -lithe -lith] - otolithic /-'liihik/ adj 

Otomac /.ohto'mahk, -'mak/ n a member, or the language, of an extinct 
people of S Venezuela 

Ottava /oh'tahvo^Jv or adj at an octave higher or lower than wntten 
- used in music —J* music (It, octave, fr ML octava] 
ottava 'rima /'reema/ n. pi ottava rimas a stanza of 8 lines of 10 
syllables each m English or 1 1 tn Italian with a rhyme scheme of abababcc 
(it, lit , eighth rhyme] 

Otter /'ota/ n, pi otters, esp collectively otter 1 (the dark brown fur or 
pelt oO any of several aquatic fish-eating mammals with webbed and 
clawed feet, related to the weasels 2a an otterboard b a paravane [ME 
oter, fr OE otor, akin to OHG ottar otter, Gk hydros water snake, hydor 
water - more at wa i er] 

'otterboard /-.bawd/ n either of 2 boards that keep the mouth of a trawl 
net open 

otto /otoh/ n attar (by alter ] 

ottoman /’ouman/ n 1 cap a Turk 2a a usu heavily upholstered box 
or seat without a back or arms b a cushioned stool for the feet [(2) F 
ottomane, fr fern of ottoman, adj] 

Ottoman adj iurkish 1 [F, adj &. n, prob fr It ottomano, fr Ar 'othmani, 
fr Vthman Othman (Osman) 11326 founder of the Ottoman Empire] 
ouabain /wah'bah m, 'wahbah,een/ n a glycoside obtained from several 
Afncan shrubs or trees of the periwinkle family and used medically like 
digitalis (ISV, fr F ouabaio, an Afncan tree, fr Somali waba > 0 ] 
oubliette /.oohbh'et/ n a dungeon with an opening only at the top 
CHURCH (F, fr MF, fr oublier to forget, fr L oblitus, pp of oblivisci - more 
at oblivion] 

'ouch /owch/ n, archaic a setting for a precious stone [ME alter, (by 
incorrect division of a nouche) of nouche, fr MF, of Gmc ongi... akin to 
OHG nusca clasp; akin to OE nett net] 

’ouch mterj - us^ esp to express sudden sharp pain (ongin unknown] 
'ought /awt/ verbal auxiliary - used to express moral obligation to 
pay our debts}, advisability < ^ to be boiled for 10 minutes}, enthusiastic 
recommendation (you ^ to hear her sing}, natural expectation ('>' to 
have arnved by now}, or logical consequence (the result to be inrinity}; 

used in the negative to express moral condemnation of an action (you 
not to treat him like that}; often used with the perfect infinitive to express 
unfulfilled obligation never to have been allowed) [ME oughte (1 & 
3 sing, pres indic), fr oughte, I & 3 sing, past mdic Sl subj of owen to own, 
owe - more at owe] 

’ought n or adj (a) zero [var of aught] 
oughtn't /'awtnt/ ought not 

ouguiya /ooh'geea/ n Mauritania at nationality [of Ar on- 
gin] 


Ouija /'weejd, -ji/ trademark - used for a board with the alphabet and 
other Signs on it that is used to produce automatic wnting in spintualistic 
seances 

'ounce /owns/ n la unii b a small amount (an ^ of common 

sense} 2 fluid ounce unit (ME, fr MF unce, fr L uncia twelfth 

part, ounce, fr unus one > more at one] 

’ounce n SNOW leopard (ME unce, once, fr OF once, alter, of lonce, fr 
(assumed) VL lyncea, fr L lync-, lynx lynx - more at lynx] 
our /owa. ah/ adj of us. ourself, or ourselves, esp as possessors or 
possessor <~ throne}, agents or agent discovery}, or objects or object 
of an action <- being chosen}, of everybody <- Saviour^ [ME oure, fr 
OE ure, akin to OHG unser our, OE us us] 

,Our 'Father n iord’s prayer (fr its opening words] 

.Our 'Lady n virgin mary 

ours /owaz, ahz/ pron, pi ours that which or the one who belongs to us 
- used without a following noun as a pronoun equivalent in meaning to 
the adjective our, compare phrases at mine 
our'self /-'self/ pron myself - referring to the single-person subject when 
we IS used instead of / (e g by a sovereign) 
our'selves /-'selvz/ pron, pi in constr 1 those identical people that are 
we - used reflexivcly (we're doing it solely for ^} or for emphasis (we 
^ will never go}, compare oneself 2 our normal selves (not feeling 
quite -> 

-oua /-as/ suffix ( adj) 1 full of, charactenzed by; possessing the quality 
of (clamorous) (envious) 2 having a valency relatively lower than in 
(specified compounds or 10 ns named with an adjective ending in -ic) 
(ferrous} (mercurous) (ME; partly fr OF -ous, -eus, -eux, fr L -osus; 
partly fr L -us, nom sing masc ending of many adjectives] - -oualy suffix 
(- adv) 

ousel /'oohzl/ n an ouzel 

oust /owst/ vt 1 to remove from or dispossess of property or position 2 
to take the place of, supplant (AF ouster, fr OF oster, fr LL obstare to 
ward off, fr L, to stand against, fr ob- against + stare to stand - more at 
OB , stand] 

ouster /'owsta/ n illegal dispt^ssession [AF, to oust] 

'out /owt/ adv la away from the inside or centre (went ^ into the 
garden) b from among other things (separate ^ the bad apples) c away 
from the shore, the city, or one’s homeland (^ at sea) (go - to 
Africa) (live ^ in the country) d away from a particular place, esp of 
one’s home or business <'*>- for lunch) ('^ on strike) (move mto 
lodgings) - compare outside e(l) clearly in or into view (when the sun's 
- compare come out (2) of a flower in or into full bloom 2a(l) out 
of thr poper place (lefl a word ^ } (put his shoulder > (2) amiss m 
reckouT.g (more than 41b ^ - Punch) b in all directions from a central 
point ot control (lent ^ money) c from political power / voted them > 
d into shares or portions (parcelled ^ the farm) e out of vogue or fashion 
3a 10 or in a state of extinction or exhaustion (bum -- > (before the year 
IS ^}- compare run out b to the fullest extent or degree; completely 
(all decked } (hear me ^} (clean ^ the attic) c in or into a state of 
determined effort to fight pollution) 4s aloud <cn«/ with id) 

b in existence; ever - with a superlative, infml (the funniest thing S 
so as to be put out of a game (boixled ^ > 6 - used on a 2-way radio circuit 
to indicate that a message is complete and no reply is expected [ME, fr 
OE ut, akin to OHG uz out, Gk hysteros later, hybns arrogance, Skt ud 
up, out] 

’out n to become publicly known 

*002 adj 1 located outside, external 2 located at a distance; outlying (the 
^ islands) 3 not being in operation or power (the fire's ^ > 4 directed 
or serving to direct outwards (the tray) 5 not allowed to continue 
batting 6 out of the question (your suggestion's definitely ^} 

•out prep OUT OF la(l) 

’out n a way of escaping from an embarrassing or difficult situation 
out- prefix 1 forth (outcry) (outburst) (outrush) 2 result, product 
(output) (outcome) 3 in a manner that goes beyond, surpasses, or excels 
(outmanoeuvre) <ouisfnp> ['ouf] 

outage Aowtij/ n a penod of nonoperation (e g of a power supply) 

, out-and-out adj bemg completely as specified at all times or from every 
point of view (an ^ har) - oot-and-outer n 
'outback /',bak/ n isolated rural (Australian) country 
.outbalance /-'balans/ vt to outweigh in value or importance 
.outbid /-'bid/ vt outbid; -dd- to make a higher bid than 
''outboard /-.bawd/ adj 1 situated outboard 2 havmg, using, or limited 
to the use of an outboard motor 

’outboard adv 1 in a lateral direction from the hull of a ship or the 
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fuselage of an aircraft 2 in a position closer or closest to either of the wing 
tips of an aeroplane or of the sides of a motor vehicle 
‘outboard n 1 outboard, outboard motor a motor, propeller, and rudder 
attached as a unit to the stem of a small boat 2 a boat with an 
outboard 

'outbreak /-.brayk/ n la a sudden or violent breaking out (the ~ of 
war} b a sudden increase in numbers of a harmful organism or in sufferers 
from a disease within a particular area (an ^ of iocusts} (an of 
measles} 2 an insurrection, revolt 

'outbreeding /-.breeding/ n interbreeding of relatively unrelated ani- 
mals or plants - outbreed /-'-/ vt 

'outbuilding /-.bilding / a a smaller building (e g a stable or a woodshed) 
separate from but belonging to a mam building 
'outburst /-.buhst/ /i 1 a violent expression of feeling 2 a surge of 
activity or growth 

'outcest /-.kahst/ n one who is cast out by society - outcast adj 
'outceste /-.kahst/ a 1 a Hindu who has been ejected from his/her caste 
2 one who has no caste 
.outclass /-Idahs/ vt to excel, surpass 
'outcome /-.kum/ a a result, consequence 

^'outcrop /-.krop/ n 1 (the emergence oO the part of a rock formation 
that appears at the surface of the ground 2 an outbreak 
‘.outcrop VI -pp- to project as an outcrop 

'outcry /-.kne/ Ala loud cry; a clamour 2 a public expression of anger 
or disapproval 

.outdated /-'daytid/ adj outmoded 

.outdistance /-'dist(3)ns/ vt to go far ahead of (e g in a race) 
.outdo /-'dooh/ vt outdoes /-'duz/; outdid /-'did/, outdone /-‘dun/ to 
surpass in action or performance 

'outdoor /-.daw/ also .out'doors adj 1 of or performed outdoors 2 not 
enclosed; without a roof (an ^ restaurant} [our (o/) door, out (o/) 
doors] 

'.outdoors adv outside a building, in or into the open air 
‘.outdoors A pi but sing in constr 1 the open air 2 the world remote from 
human habitation (the great ^ > 

outer /owta/ adj 1 existing independently of the mind; objective 2a 
situated farther out (the ^ limits} b away from a centre (the ^ planets} 
c situated or belonging on the outside (the ^ covering} [ME. fr 'our 4 
-er, compar suffix] - outermost /-jnohst/ adj 

.outer 'ear a the outer visible part of the ear together with the canal 
through which sound waves reach the eardrum nerve 
.outer 'space a space outside the earth’s atmosphere 
.outface /-'fays/ vt 1 to cause to waver or submit (as iQ by stanng 2 
to confront unflinchingly; defy 

'outfall /-/awl/ A the outlet for a river, lake, drain, sewer, etc 
'outfield /-.feeld/ a the part of a cricket field beyond the prepared section 
on which wickets are laid out or of a baseball field furthest from the bases 

- outfielder a 

"outfit /-.fit/ A la a complete set of equipment needed for a particular 
purpose b a set of garments worn together, often for a specified occasion 
or activity 2 sing or pi in constr a group that works as a team - 
infml 

‘outfit V/ -tt- to equip with an outfit 

'outfitter /-.fita/ n one who supplies an outfit or equipment; esp a 
retailer in men’s clothing 

.outflank /-'flangk/ vt 1 to go round or extend beyond the flank of (an 
opposing force) 2 to gain an advantage over by doing sthg unexpected 
'outflow /-.floh/ Ala flowing out 2 sthg that flows out -^nt- 
flow VI 

.outgeneral /-'jen(9)ral/ vt -11- {NAm •!•) to surpass in generalship 
'outgo /-.goh/ A, pi outgoes NAm expenditure 
'outgoing /-.goh-ing/ adj la going away; departing b retinng or 
withdrawmg from a position (the president} 2 friendly, sociable - 

outgolngncas n 

'outgoings a pi expenditures, esp overheads 
.outgrow /-'groh/ vt outgrew /-'grooh/; outgrown /-'grohn/ 1 to grow 
or increase faster than 2 to grow too large or too old for 
'outgrowth /-.grohth/ Ala process or product of growing out (an ^ 
of hair} 2 a consequence, by-product 

.out- Herod /lierad/ vt to outdo in violence, extravagance, etc - chiefly 
in out-Herod Herod [oul- + Herod Antipas, fl 4 nc ruler of Judaea, 
depicted in medieval mystery plays as a blustenng tyrant] 

'outhouee /-Jiows/ n an outbuilding; esp, chiefly NAm privy I 
outing /owting/ n a short pleasure trip 

jsutlandiflh /o^landish/ adj strikingly unusual; bizarre [ME, foreign, 


fr OE utlendisc, fr utland outlying land, foreign country] - outlandlshly 
adv 

.out'last /-'lahst/ vt to last longer than 

''outlaw /-.law/ A 1 sby excluded from the protection of the law 2 a 
fugitive from the law [ME outlawe, fr OE utlaga, fr ON utlagi, fr ut out 
(akin to OE ut out) 4 lag-, log law - more at our. i aw] - outlaw adj 
‘outlaw vt 1 to depnve of the protection of law 2 to make illegal ^ 
outlawry /-ri/ n 

‘outlay /-.lay/ n expenditure, payment 

outlet /'owtiit. -.let/ A la an exit or vent b a means of release or 
satisfaction for an emotion or dnve 2 an agency (e g a shop or dealer) 
through which a product IS marketed 3 chiefly NAm vowt-R nwi ['out 
^ let, vb] 

'outlier /-.lie-a/ n sthg, esp part of a rock formation, separated or lying 
away from a mam or related body 

''outline /-.hen/ a la a line bounding the outer limits of sthg b shapi- 
1,2 2 (a) drawing with no shading 3a a condensed treatment of a subject 
b a summary of a written work 4 a preliminary account of a project 
‘outline /’-,-. ,-'-/ vt 1 to draw the outline of 2 to indicate the principal 
features of 

.outlive /-'liv/ vt 1 to live longer than 2 to survive the effects of 
'outlook /-.look/ A 1 a view from a particular place (house with a 
pleasant 2 an attitude; point of vifw 3 a prospect for the future 
.out 'loud adv aloud 

'outlying /-.lie-ing/ adj remote from a centre or mam point 
.outma'noeuvre, NAm outmaneuver /-m.Vnoohva/ vt to defeat by 
more skilful manocuvnng 
.outmatch /-'mach/ vt to surpass, outdo 

.outmoded /-'mohdid/ adj 1 no longer m fashion 2 no longer accept- 
able or usable; obsolete 

.outnumber /-'numba/ vt to exceed in number 
‘out of prep la(l) from within to the outside of < walked the room) 
(2) - used to indicate a change in quality, state, or form (woke up ~ a 
deep sleep) b(l) beyond the range or limits of ( - ^tght} lived a mile 
^ the town} (2) - used to indicate a position or state away from a 
qualification or circumstance < ^ practice) < ^ pcntpec'live} 2a used to 
indicate ongm or cause (came - fear') (did well - the war} < what do 
i get ^ b using as a matenal (built ^ QJhj timber} c having as a 
mother - used esp of horses (a colt -- an ordinary marc). compare ns 
4b(l) 3 - used to indicate exclusion from or deprivation of 
breath} (we’re right soap} (cheated him ~ his savings} 4 from 
among, also in 5 (one ^ 4 survived) - out of it 1 not part of a group, 
activity, or fashion 2 hence, away (get off out of it> 

.out-of -'bounds adv or adj outside the prescribed boundaries or 
limits 

.out-of-'date adj outmoded, obsolete 

.out-of-'pocket adj 1 requinng an outlay of cash (-^ expenses} 2 
having spent or lost more money than one can afford (that shopping spree 
has left me '^} 

,OUt-oMhe-'way adj 1 off the beaten track, remote 2 unusual 
'outpatient /-.pay$h(3)nt/ n a patient who is not an inmate of a hospital 
but visits It for diagnosis or treatment - compare inpatient 
, outplay /-'play/ vt to defeat or play better than m a game <^ed his 
rival} 

.outpoint /-'poynt/ vt to score more points than (and so defeat) 
'outpost /-.pohst/ Ala post or detachment established at a distance 
from a main body of troops, esp to protect it flrom surprise attack 2a an 
outlying or frontier settlement b an outlying branch of a mam organiza- 
tion or body 

'outpouring /-.pa wring/ a an effusive exprespon (e g of emotion) - usu 
pi with sing, meaning 

''output A.poot/ A 1 mineral, agricultural, or mdustnal production (steel 
> 2 mental or artistic production 3 the amount produced by sby in a 
given time 4a sthg (e g energy, matenal, or data) produced by a machine 
or system b the terminal for the output on an electncal device 
"output vt -tt-; output to produce as output 

'outratfo /-.rayj/ a 1 an act of violence or brutality 2 an act that violates 
accepted standards of behaviour or taste [ME, fr OF, excess, outrage, fr 
outre beyond, in excess, fr L ultra - more at ultra-] 

‘outrage vr 1 to violate the standards or pnnciples of 2 to rape > 
euph 

outrageous /owt'rayjas/ adj 1 not conventional or moderate; extrava- 
gant 2 going beyond all standards of propriety, decency, or taste; 
shocking, offensive - ontrageoualy adv, outrageousness n 
.outrank A'rangk/ vt to rank higher than 
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Oiitr^ /'oohtray (Fr utre)/ adj violating convention or propncty; bizarre 
[F, fr pp of outrer to carry to excess] 

\out'reach A'reech/ vr 1 to surpass m reach 2 to exceed 
*'OUt, reach n communication with and education of other people, esp in 
order to convert to a particular religion (Chnsltan > 

.outride /-'ned/ vt outrode /-'rohd/; outridden /-'nd(3)n/ to nde out (a 
storm) 

'outrider /-.nedo/ n a mounted attendant or motorcyclist who ndes 
ahead of or beside a carnage or car as an escort 
'outrigger /-,ngo/ n 1 a spar, beam, or framework run out or projecting 
from a ship's side (e g to help secure a mast or suppon a Hoat or rowlock) 
2 a member projecting from a mam structure to provide additional 
stability or support sthg 

\Out'right /-'riet/ adv 1 completely 2 instantaneously, on the spot 2 
^'outright adj being completely or exactly what is stated <an hc^ 
.outrun /-'run/ vt outran /-'ran/; outrun; -nn* 1 to run faster than 2 to 
exceed, surpass 

.out'score /-'skaw/ vt to make a larger score than 
.outsell /-'sel/ vt outsold /-'sohld/ to surpass in selling, salesmanship, or 
numbers sold 

outset /-.set/ n the beginning, start 

.outshine /-'shien/ vb outshone /-'shon/, outshined vt 1 to shine 
bnghter than 2 to outdo or excel (in splendour) 

'outside /.owt'sied, '-,-/ n la an external part, the region beyond a 
boundary b the area farthest from a point of reference- e g (1) the section 
of a playing area towards the sidelines, also a comer (2) the side of a 
pavement nearer the traffic 2 an outer side or surface 3 an outer 
manifestation, an appearance 4 the extreme limit of an estimation or 
guess; a ma> muhii Kilie crowd numbered 10,000 at the ) 

’'outside adj la of or being on, near, or towards the outside <an 
lavatoryj <an telephone line) b of or being the outer side of a curve 
or near the middle of the road (^dnving on the lane) 2 maximum 3a 
originating elsewhere (an ^ broadcast} agitators} b not belonging 
to one's regular occupation or duties interests} 4 barely possible, 
remote (an chance} 

outside adv 1 on or to the outside (wait ^ in the passage} - compare 
OUT Id 2 outdoors 3 chiefly Br not in pnson - slang 
*outside /'-,-, ,-'-/ prep 1 on or to the outside of (live a mile ^ 
Cambndge} 2 beyond the limits of < ^ my experience} 3 except, besides 
(few interests — her children} 

.outside-'left n an attacking player on the left wing in a traditional soccer 
lineup SPORT 

.outside of prep, chiefly NAm outside 

outsider /owt'sieda/ n 1 sby who does not belong to a particular group 
2 a competitor who has only an outside chance of winning 
.outslde-'righjt n an attacking player on the nght wing in a traditional 
soccer lineup sport 

outsize /'owt.siez/ adj or n (ol) an unusual or above standard size 
'outskirt /-.skuht/ n an outer area, esp of a town or city - usu pi with 
sing, meaning 

.outsmart /-'smaht/ vt to get the better of, outwit 
.outspoken /-'spohkan/ adj direct and open in speech or expression, 
frank - outspokenly adv, outspokenness n 

.outstanding /-'standing/ adj la unpaid (leB several bills b 
continuing, unresolved 2n standing out from a group; conspicuous b 
marked by eminence and distinction - outstandingly adv 
.outstare /-'steo/ vt outface 1 
'outstation /-,staysh(a)n/ n a remote or outlying station 
.outstay /-'stay/ vt 1 to oversUy <^ed his welcome} 2 to surpass in 
staying power 

.outstretch /-'strech/ vt to stretch out, extend 
.outstrip /-'stnp/ vt -pp- 1 to go faster or farther than 2 to get ahead 
of; leave behind [out- + obs stnp (to move fast)] 

'outswing /-.swing/ n the swing of a bowled cncket ball from the leg 
to the off side - compare inswinc - outswinger n 
.outvote /-'voht/ vt to defeat by a majority of votes 
''outward /-wood/ adj la situated at or directed towards the outside b 
being or going away from home (the voyage} 2 of the body or external 
appearances calm} 

’outward n external form, appearance, or reality 
.outward-'bound adj bound in an outward direction (e g away from a 
home port) 

'outwardly /-li/ adv in outward appearance; superficially 
'outwards adv towards the outside 


.out'wear /-'wca/ vt outwore /-'waw/, outworn /-‘wawn/ to last longer 
than 

.outweigh /-'way/ vt to exceed in weight, value, or importance 
.outwit /-'wit/ vt -tt- to gel the better of by superior cleverness 
'outwork /'.wuhk/ n la minor defensive position constructed outside 
a lortificd area 2 work done for a business or organization off its premises 
usu by employees based at home - outworker n 
.outworn /-'wawn/ adj no longer useful or acceptable, outmoded 
ouzei, ousel /'oohzl/ n 1 ring uuzfi. 2 a dipper [ME ousel, fr OE osle 
blackbird] 

ouzo /’oohzoh/ n an unsweetened Greek spint flavoured w^h aniseed that 
IS usu drunk with water [NGk ouzon, ouzo] 

OV-, ovi-, ovo- comb form egg (oviform}-, ovum (oviduct} [L ov-. ovh, fr 
ovum - more at 'rooj 
ova /'ohvi/ pi of OVUM 

'ovai /'ohvl/ adj having the shape of an egg, also exactly or approximately 
elliptical [ML ovalis, fr LL. of an egg, fr L ovum] - ovally adv, 
ovalness n 

’oval n an oval figure or object 

ovariectomy /oh.vean'ektami, -.van-/ n the surgical removal of an 
ovary [NL ovanectomia] 

ovary /'ohvan/ n 1 the typically paired female reproductive organ that 
produces eggs and female sex hormones rfproduction 2 the 
enlarged rounded usu basal female part of a Aowenng plant that bears the 
ovules and consists of 1 or more carpels plan i [NL ovanum, fr L 
ovum egg] - ovarian /oh'vcon on, -'va-/ adj, ovaritis /.ohvo'netos/ n 
ovate /'ohvayt/ adj (havm^an outline) shaped like (a longitudinal section 
oO an egg (an leaf} plant 
ovation /oh'vaysh(d)n/ n an expression of popular acclaim [L ovation-, 
ovatio, fr ovatus, pp of ovare to exult, akin to Gk euoi, interjection used 
in bacchic revels] 

oven /'uv(a)n/ n a chamber used for baking, heating, or drying [ME, fr 
OE ofen, akin to OHG ofan oven, Gk ipnos, L aulla, olla pot] 
'oven.bird /-.buhd/ n any of vanous small S American birds that build 
globular nests of mud [fr the shape of its nest] 

‘oven.ware /-.weo/ n heat-resistant dishes (e g casseroles) in which food 
can be cooked in an oven 

'over /'ohva/ adv la across a bamer (climb ^ > b across an intervening 
space (went ^ to the States}, also round 5 (ask them ~ for dnnks} c 
downwards from an upright position (fell ^ > (knocked him ) d across 
the bnm or bnnk (soup boiled ’-} e so as to bnng the underside up 
(turned his cards ^ > (rolled and ^ > f so as to be reversed or folded 
(change the 2 pictures ^ > <^bend it ^} g from one person or side to 
another (hand it ^} (won them } (went to the enemy} h across 
3 (got his point 2a(l) beyond some quantity or limit (£10 or 
‘'-}(show ran a minute — ) (2) excessively, inordinately - often in 
combination (over-optimistic} (overvalue} (3) in excess, remaining 
(there wasn't much ’^} (3 into 1 goes twice and / -- > b till a later lime 
(stay ^ till Monday} 3 so as to cover the whole surface (windows 
boarded '^} 4a at an end (the day is ^} b - used on a two-way radio 
circuit to indicate that a message is complete and a reply is expected 5a 
- used to show repetition (10 times -} (told you — and - again} b 
chiefly NAm once more (do one’s sums — > [ME, adv A prep, fr OE ofer, 
akin to OHG ubar (prep) above, beyond, over, L super, Gk hypet] 
’over prep la higher than, above (towered ~ bis mother} b vertically 
above but not touching (lamp hung the table} c - used to indicate 
movement down upon (hit him ^ the head} or down across the edge of 
(fell ^ the cliff} d across I (climbed ^ the gate} (flew ^ the lake} 
e so as to cover (laid a blanket ^ the child} (curtains drawn the 
windows} f divided by <6 - 2 is 3} 2a with authonty, power, or 
jurisdiction in relation to (respected those - him} b - used to indicate 
supenonty, advantage, or preference (a big lead ~ the others} 3 more 
than (cost ~ £5) - compare ovlr and above 4a all through or 
throughout (showed me all ^ the house} (went ~ his notes} b by means 
of (a medium or channel of communication) the radio} ('^ the 
phone} 5a in the course of, dunng ('^ the past 25 years} (wrote it ^ 
the weekend} b until the end of (stay Sunday} c post, beyond (we’re 
the worst} 6a - used to indicate an object of sohatude or reference 
(the Lord watches them} (laughed ^ the incident} b - used to 
indicate an object of occupation or activity (sitting ^ thar wine} (spent 
an hour — cards} 

’over adj 1 upper, higher (overlord} 2 outer, covering (overcoat} 3 
excessive (overimagination} (overconfidenoe} USE often in combina- 
tion 

’over n any of the divisions of an innings in cncket dunng which 1 bowler 
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bowls 6 or 8 balls from the same end of the pitch [fr the umpire's cry of 
over (i e change to the other end) after the 6th or 8th ball] 
.overa'bundance /-a'bund(a)ns/ n an excess, surfeit - ovcrabuodant 
adj 

.over'act /-'akt/ vb to perform (a part) with undue exaggeration 
.over 'against prep as opposed to; in contrast with 
'overall /.ohva'rawi/ adv 1 as a whole, in roro 2 from end to end. esp 
of a ship 

’overall /’ohva.rawl/ /i 1 p/ a protective garment resembling a boiler suit 
or dungarees 2 chiefly Br a usu loose-fitting protective coat worn over 
other clothing 

’overall adj including everything 
.over and a'bove prep besides - compare over 3 
.over and 'over adv repeatedly 
overarm /’ohva.rahm/ adj or adv overhand 
,over*awe /-'aw/ vt to fill with respect or fear 
.over'balance /-'babns/ vt to cause to lose balance ^ w chiefly Br to 
lose one’s balance 

.over'bear /-'bea/ vt overbore /-‘baw/, overborne also overborn /-'bawn/ 

1 to bnng down by supenor weight or force 2a to domineer over b to 
surpass m importance or cogency, outweigh 

.over'bearing /-'beanng/ adj harshly masterful or domineenng - over- 
bearingly adv 

.over'bid /•'bid/ vb overbid; -dd- vi 1 to bid in excess of value 2 to bid 
more than the scoring capacity of a hand at cards ^ vt to bid in excess 
of, esp to bid more than the value of (one's hand at cards) - overbid 
/’-.-/ n 

'.over'blown /-'blohn/ adj inflated, pretentious ['blow] 

’overblown adj past the prime of bloom < ^ roses'} ['blow] 
'overboard /-.bawd/ adv 1 over the side of a ship or boat into the water 

2 to extremes of enthusiasm (went — for the plan} 3 aside (threw the 
plan ^} 

.over'book /-'book/ vt to issue bookings for (e g a hotel) in excess of the 
space available ^ vi to issue bookings in excess of the space available 
.over'build /-'bild/ vb overbuilt /-'bilt/ to build (houses) in excess of 
demand 

'.over'burden /-'buhd(a)n/ vt to place an excessive burden on 
’’over, burden n soil, rock, etc overlying a useful deposit (e g of coal) 
.over’call /-'kaw!/ vb to make a higher bid than (the previous bid or 
pbyer) in a card game - overcall /'-,-/ n 
.over'eapital ize, -ise /-'kapitl.iez/ vt to put a nominal value on the 
capital of (a company) higher than actual cost or fair market value - 
overcapitalization /-'zay$h(a)n/ n 

overcast /'ohvo,kahst, ,-'-/ adj being, having, or charactenzed by a 
cloudy sky 

'overcasting /-.kahstmg/ n the act of stitching a raw edge of fabnc to 
prevent unravelling, also the stitchmg so done 
.over-charge /-'chahj/ vt 1 to charge too much or too fully 2 to fill too 
full 3 to exaggerate -'-vi to make an excessive charge - overcharge 
A-,-/ n 

.over-cloud /-'klowd/ vt to cover with clouds 
'overcoat /-.koht/ n l a warm usu thick coat for weanng outdoors over 
other clothing 2 a protective coat (e g of paint) 

.over-come /-‘kum/ vb overcame /-'kaym/, overcome vt 1 to get the 
better of, surmount < difficulties} 2 to overpower, overwhelm vi to 
gain supenonty; win [ME overcomen, fr OE ofercuman, fr ofer over + 
cuman to come] 

,over,compen'sation /-,kompen'saysh(3)n. -pan-/ n excessive reaction 
to feelings of infenority, guilt, inadequacy, etc 
.over-crowd /-'krowd/ vb to (cause to) be too crowded 
.over-do /-'dooh/ vt overdoea /-'duz/; overdid /-'did/; overdone /-'dun/ 
la to do or use in excess b to exaggerate 2 to cook too much 
overdose /'ohva.dohs; vb ,-'-/ vb or n (to give or uke) too great a 
dose of drugs, medicine, etc 

'overdraft /-.drahft/ n an act of overdrawing at a bank; the state of being 
overdrawn, also the sum overdrawn 

.over-draw /-'draw/ vb overdrew /-'drooh/; overdrawn /-'drawn/ vt 1 
to draw cheques on (a bank account) for more than the balance (his 
account was overdrawn) 2 to exaggerate, overstate ^vi to make an 
overdraft 

.over-drawn /-'drawn/ adj having an overdrawn account 
'.over-dress /-'dres/ vb to dress (oneselO too elaborately or formally 
’’overdress n a dress worn over another, or over a jumper, blouse, 
etc 

'overdrive /-4riev/ n a transmission gear in a motor vehicle that 


provides a ratio higher than the normal top gear and that dnves the 
propeller shaft at a speed greater than the engine speed 
.over-due /-'dyooh/ adj la unpaid when due b delayed beyond an 
appointed time 2 more than ready or ripe 

.over-eat /-'cet/ vi overate /-'et, -'ayt/; overeaten /-'eet(o)n/ to eat to 
excess 

.over'estimate /-'estimayt/ vt 1 to estimate as being more than the 
actual amount or size 2 to place too high a value on, overrate - 
overestimate /-mat/ n, overestimation /''maysh(3)n/ n 
.overax'tend /-ik'stend/ vt to extend or expand beyond a safe or 
reasonable point 

, over-feed /-'feed/ vb overfed /-'fed/ to feed to excess 
.over-fish /-'fish/ vt to fish excessively to the detriment of (a fishing 
ground) or to the depletion of (a kind of organism) 

'overflight /-.fliet/ n a passage over an area in an aircraft 
'.over-flow /-'floh/ vt 1 to cover (as lO with water, inundate 2 to flow 
over the brim, edge, or limit of -- vi to flow over or beyond a brim, edge, 
or limit 

’'overflown 1 a flowing over, an inundation 2 sthg that flows over; a/so, 
sing or pi in constr the excess members of a group 3 an outlet or 
receptacle for surplus liquid 

.over'f ly /-'flie/ vt overflew /-'flooh/, overflown /-'flohn/ to fly over, esp 
in an aircraft 

'overfold /-.fohld/ n a geological fold that has the form of an overturned 
anticline - geography 

'overground /-.grownd/ adj or adv on the surface, not underground < ^ 
railway} 

.over-grow /-'groh/ vb overgrew /-'grooh/, overgrown /-'grohn/ vt 1 to 
grow over so as to cover with vegetation 2 to grow beyond, to outgrow 
^vi 1 to grow excessively 2 to become overgrown - overgrowth 
/obvagrobth/ n 

.over-grown /-'grohn/ adj 1 grown over or choked with vegetation 2 
grown too large 

'overhand /-.hand/ adj or adv with the hand brought forwards and 
down from above shoulder level 

overhand knot n a type of simple knot often used to prevent the end 
of a cord from fraying 

'.over-hang /-’hang/ vb overhung /-'hung/ vt 1 to project over 2 to 
threaten vi to project so as to be over sthg 
’’overhang n 1 sthg that overhangs, also the extent by which sthg 
overhangs 2 a projection of the roof or upper storey of a building beyond 
the wall of the lower part 

.Over'haul /-'hawl/ vt 1 to examine thoroughly and carry out necessary 
repairs 2 to overtake ['over f 'haul] ong sense, to slacken (a rope), 
release (a tackle)] - overhaul /’--.-/ n 
'.ovar-head /-'hed/ adv above one’s head 

’’overhead adj 1 operating, lying, or coming from above 2 of overhead 
expenses 

’’overhead n 1 a business expense (e g rent, insurance, or heating) not 
chargeable to a particular part of the work or product - often pi with sing 
meaning 2 a stroke in squash, tennis, etc made above head height, a 
smash 

.overhead pro'Jector n a projector that projects a magnified image of 
a honzontai transparency onto a screen via a mirror 
.over-hear /-’hb/ vb overheard /-'huhd/ to hear (sby or sthg) without 
the speaker’s knowledge or intention 

.over'heat /-'heet/ vt 1 to heat to excess 2 to stimulate or excite unduly 
<- mg the economy} ~ vi to become overheated 
.ovar-iaaue /-'ish(y)ooh, -'isyooh/ n an issue exceeding the limit of 
capital, credit, or authority ~ overissue vt 
.over-joyed /-'joyd/ adj extremely pleased; elated 
'.over-kill /-'kil/ vt to obliterate (a target) with more nuclear force than 
required 

’'overkill n 1 the capability of destroying ah enemy or target with a force, 
esp nuclear, larger than is required 2 an excess of sthg beyond what is 
required or suitable for a particular purpose 
.over-laid /-’layd/ adj (having sthg) laid or lying on top 
''overland /-.land/ adv or adj by, upon, or across land rather than sea 
or air 

’overland vb, Austr to dnve (stock) overland for long distances - 
overlaadcr n 

.overlap /-'lap/ vb -pp- vt to extend over and cover a part of vi to 
coincide partly; have sthg in common - overlap /*-,-/ n 
'.overlay /-'lay/ vt overlaid /-'layd/ to lay or spread over or across 
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’'overjay n sthg (designed to be) laid over sthg else, esp a transparent sheet 
containing graphic matter to be superimposed on another sheet 
.ovar'laaf /-'lecf/ adv on the other side of the page (^continued > 
.ovar'iia /-'lie/ vt orerlay /-'lay/; oterlain A'layn/ to lie or be situated 
over 

.ovar'Ioad /-'lohd/ vt overloaded, overladen /-'laydn/ to load to excess 
- overload /-,-/ n 

'ovar, locking /-.loking/ n the act or occupation of oversewing a raw 
edge of fabric cut to a pattern using a small machine stitch to prevent 
unravelling - overlocker n 
.ovar'Iong /-'long/ adj or adv too long 

.ovar'Iook /-'look/ vt 1 to have or provide a view of from above 2a to 
fail to notice; miss b to ignore c to excuse 

'overlord /-.lawd/ n 1 a lord who is supenor to other lords 2 an absolute 
or supreme ruler - overlordahip n 

'overly /-li/ adv, chiefly NAm A Scot to an excessive degree [ME, fr 
'over + ^-/y] 

.ovar'man /-'man/ vt -nn- to have or provide too many workers for / 
a ship} 

'overmantel /-.manti/ n an ornamental oDen shelved structure above 
a mantelpiece 

.over'maiter /-'mahsta/ vt to overpower, subdue 
.over'mighty /-'mieti/ adj exercising or claiming undue (political) 
power 

.over'much /-'much/ adj or adv too much 

.over'night /-'met/ adv 1 dunng or throughout the evening or night 2 
suddenly - overnight /’-.-/ adj 

'overpass /-.pahs/ n a flyover, also the crossing of 2 roads, paths, 
railways, or c6m^ ’nations of these 
.over'pay /-'pay/ vt to give excessively high payment to or for 
.ovafpltch /-‘pich/ vb to bowl (a ball) in cncket so as to bounce nearer 
the batsman's wicket than intended and be easily hit 
.over'play /-'play/ vt 1 to exaggerate (e g a dramatic role) 2 to give too 
much emphasis to - overplay one's hand to overestimate one’s capaci- 
ties 

'over, plus /-.plus/ n a surplus [ME. part trans of MF surplus] 
.over.popu'lation /-,popyoo'laysh(a)n/ n the condition of having too 
dense a population, so that the quality of life is impaired - overpopulated 
/,-'-,-/ adj 

.over'power /-'powa/ vt 1 to overcome by superior force 2 to over- 
whelm - overpoweringly adv 

'overprint /-.pnntZ n a printed marking added to a postage stamp to 
alter the onginal or to commemorate a special event - overprint 
/,-'-/ vt 

.overpro'duce /-pra'dyoohs/ vb to produce beyond demand, need, or 
allocation - overproduction /-pr3'duksh(9)n/ n 
.over'proof /-'proohf/ adj containing more alcohol than proof spini 
docs 

.over'rate /-'rayt/ vt to rate too highly 

.over'reach /-'rcech/ vt to defeat (oneselO by trying to do or gain too 
much ^ w , of a horse to strike the hind foot against the forefoot 
.overre'act /-ri'akt/ vi to show an excessive or exaggerated reaction - 
overreaction /-,aksh(a)n/ n 

'.ovar'ride /-'ried/ vt overrode /-'rohd/, overridden /-'nd(9)n/ la to 
prevail over; dominate <a/i overriding considerationy b to set aside or 
annul; esp to neutralize the action of (e g an automatic control) 2 to 
overlap 

^ovar.rida n a device or system used to override a control 
'over-, rider n, Br a vertical attachment to a motor vehicle bumper to 
prevent the locking of bumpers with other cars 
.over'ripe /-'nep/ adj passed beyond matunty or npeness towards 
decay 

.over'rule /-'roohl/ vt to rule against or set aside, esp by virtue of supenor 
authority 

.over'run /-'run/ vt overran /-'ran/; -nn- ta to defeat decisively and 
occupy the positions of b to swarm over; infest 2a to run or go beyond 
or past b to readjust (set type) by shiflmg letters or words from one line 
into another 3 to flow over - bverrun /*--,-/ n 
'.ovgr'ttat /’Wei/t oversea /-'see/ adv beyond or across the seas <rniv- 
e//ed^> 

*'ovar,taaa, oversea adj 1 of transport across the seas 2 of, from, or in 
(foreign) places across the seas <- marketsy students here in 
Londony 

.ovar'aaa /-'see/ vt oversaw /-'saw/; overseen /-'seen/ to supervise 
'ovarsaar /-.see s/ n a supervisor 


.over'sall /-'set/ vt oversold /-'sohid/ 1 to sell too much of 2 to make 
excessive claims for - oversell A-.-/ n 

.over'sensitive /-'sensativ/ adj unduly or extremely sensitive - oversen- 
sitiveness n 

.ovar'aet /-'set/ vt overset; -tt- to tip over, overturn - overset 

/’-.-/ n 

'ovar,8aw /-.soh/ vt oversewed /-.sohd/, oversewn /-.sohn/, oversewed 
to sew over (an edge or 2 edges placed together), esp with small closely 
worked stitches, to neaten or make a firm seam 
.over'aaxed /-'sekst/ adj with an abnormally strong sexual drive 
.over'shadow /-'shadoh/ vt 1 to cast a shadow over v 2 to exceed in 
importance, outweigh 

'ovarshoa /-.shooh/ n a usu rubber shoe worn over another as protection 
(c g from rain or snow) 

.ovar'shoot /-'shooht/ vt overshot /-'shot/ to shoot or pass over or 
beyond, esp so as to miss - overshoot /’--,-/ n 

'ovar,8hot /-.shot/ adj 1 (having the upper jaw) projecting beyond the 
lower jaw (e g in some dogs) 2 operated by the waght of water passing 
over and flowing from above <an waterwheef) 

'ovaraight /-.siet/ n 1 supervision 2 an inadvenent omission or 
error 

.ovar'8lmpli,fy /-'simpli.fie/ vb to simplify (sthg) to such an extent as to 
cause distortion or error - oversimpliflcation /-frkaysh(9)n/ n 
ovarsiza /.ohva'sicz, '-,-/, oversized adj of above average or normal 
size 

.ovar'slaap /-'sleep/ vi overslept /-'slept/ to sleep beyond the intended 
time 

.ovar'spand /-'spend/ .over'spent /-‘spent/ vt to exceed in expenditure 
VI to spend beyond one's means - overspender n 
'ovarspill /-.spil/ n, chiefly Br people who have moved away from 
crowded urban areas < totvnsy, also the movement of such people 
.ovar'stata /-'stayt/ vt to state in too strong terms, exaggerate - 
overstatement n 

•Ovar'Stay /-'stay/ vt to stay beyond the time or the limits of 
'ovar,8taar /-^tia/ n the tendency of a motor vehicle to steer into a 
sharper turn than the dnver intends - oversteer /,-'-/ vb 
,ovar'8tap /-'step/ vt -pp- to exceed, transgress - esp in overstep the 
mark 

.ovar'strung /-'strung/ adj too highly strung; too sensitive 
.ovar'Ptuff /-'stuf/ vt to cover (e g a chair) thickly with upholstery 
,ovar8ub'8criba /-sab'skneb/ vt to subscribe for more of than is offered 
for sale - oversubscription /'Sab'sknpsh(a)n/ n 
ovwrt /’ohvuht, ,-'-/ adj public, manifest [ME, fr MF ouvert, overt, fr pp 
of ouvrir to open, fr (assumed) VL openre, alter of L apenre - more at 
weir) overtly adv 

.over'take /-'tayk/ vb overtook /-'took/, overtaken /-'taykan/ vt la to 
catch up with b to catch up with and pass beyond 2 to come upon 
suddenly vi , chiefly Br to catch up with and pass by another vehicle 
going in the same direction [ME overtaken, fr 'over ^ taken to take] 
.over'tax /-'taks/ vt 1 to tax too heavily 2 to put too great a burden or 
strain on 

'.ovar'throw /-'throh/ vt overthrew /-'throoh/; overthrown /-'throhn/ I 
to overturn, upset 2 to cause the downfall of, defeat 
•'overthrow n (a further run scored from) a return of the ball from 
a fielder in cncket that eludes the fielders near the wickets 
'over.time /-Mem/ n 1 time in excess of a set limit, esp working time 
in excess of a standard working day or week 2 the wage paid for overtime 
- overtime adv 

'overtone /-.lohn/ n la any of the higher harmonics produced simul- 
taneously with the fundamental in a complex musical note b harmonic 
2 2a secondary effect, quality, or meaning, a suggestion - oflen pi with 
sing, meaning 

.over'top /-'top/ vt -pp- 1 to nse above the top of 2 to surpass 
.overstrain /-'trayn/ vb to train more than is desirable for maximum 
efflciency 

'overtrick /-.trik/ n a card tnck won in excess of the number bid 
.overtrump /-'trump/ vb to trump with a higher trump card than the 
highest previously played on the same trick 
overture /'ohvatyooo, -cha/ n l8 an initiative towards agreement or 
action - oflen pi with sing, meaning b sthg introductory; a prelude 2a 
the orchestral introduction to a musical dramatic work b an orchestral 
concert piece wntten esp as a single movement [ME, lit., opening, fr MF, 
fr (assumed) VL opertura, alter of L apertura - more at aperture] 
.over'turn /-'tuhn/ vr 1 to cause to turn over; upset 2 to overthrow; 
bring down 1 vi turn over 1 - overtiim /•-,-/ n 
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'over.vltw /'.vyooh/ n a usu brief general survey 
.over^areening /-'weening/ adj 1 arrogant, presumptuous 2 immoder- 
ate, exaggerated [ME overwcning, prp of ovcrwencn to be arrogant, fr 
over > wenen to imagine, fr OE wenan] 

'‘overweight /-.wayt/ n weight above what is normal, average, or 
required 

^Over^lueight vt 1 to give too much weight or consideration to 2 to 
weight excessively 3 to exceed in weight 
*.Over'weight adj exceeding the expected, normal, or proper (bodily) 
weight 

.over'whelm /-'welm/ vt 1 to cover over completely, submerge 2 to 
overcome by supenor force or numbers 3 to overpower with emotion 
[ME overwhelmen, fr 'over whelmen to turn over, cover up| - 
overwhelmingly adv 

.overVrind /-'wiend/ vt overwound /-'wownd/ to wind more than is 
proper 

.overVvinter /-'winta/ vf to survive or spend the winter 
'over with adj finished, completed 

.over^atork /-'wuhic/ vt 1 to cause to work too hard oi too long 2 to 
make excessive use of ^vt to work too much or too long - over- 
work n 

.overSarrite /-net/ vb overwrote /-'roht/, overwritten /-'ritn/ to wntc 
too much or pretentiously 

.over^arrought /-'rawt/ adj extremely excited, agitated [pp of over- 
work] 

ovi- - sec ov- 

oviduct /'ohvi.dukt/ n the tube that serves for the passage of eggs from 
an ovary, esp before laying [NL oviductus, fr ov- 4- ductus duct] - 
oviductil /-'duktl/ adj 

ovine /'ohvien/ adj of or resembling sheep [LL ovinus, fr L ovjs sheep 

- more at ewe] - ovine n 

oviparous /oh'viparas/ adj involving or producing eggs that develop and 
hatch outside the mother's body life cycle [L oviparus, fr ov- <- 
-parus -parous] - ovipnroualy adv, oviparousnem n. oviparity 
/-v’'parati/ n 

oviposit /.ohvi'pozit/ VI, esp of an insect to lay eggs [prob 
back-formation fr ovipositor] - ovipoaition /-pa'zish(3)n/ n 
ovipositor /.ohvi'pozita/ n a specialized organ, esp of an insect, for 
depositing eggs [NL, fr L ov- + positor sby or sthg that places, frpositus, 
pp of ponere to place - more at position] 
ovo- - sec ov- 

ovoid /'ohvoyd/, ovoidal /oh'voydl/ adj shaped like an egg [F ovoide, 
fr L ovum egg - more at 'egg] - ovoid n 

ovolo /'ohvo.loh/ n, pi ovoloi a rounded convex moulding archi- 
tecture [It, dim. of uovo, ovo egg, fr L ovu/n] 

OVOtastis /.ohvoh'testis/ n a hermaphrodite gonad (e g in some snails) 
[NL] 

ovoviviparous /.ohvohvi'viporos/ ^ producing eggs that develop and 
usu hatch within the mother’s body i ife cycle [prob fr (assumed) 
NL ovoviviparus, fr L ov- + vtviparus viviparous] - ovoviviparity 
/-vivi'paroti/ n 

OVulata /'ovyoo.layt/ vt to produce eggs or discharge them from an ovary 

- ovulation /-'laysh(o)n/ n, ovulatory /-l3t(a)ri/ adj 

ovule /'ovyoohl, 'oh-/ n 1 an outgrowth of the ovary of a seed planuhat 
develops mto a seed after fertilization of [he egg cell it contains 
PLANT 2 a small egg, esp one in an early stage of growth [NL ovulum, 
dim. of L ovum] - ovular /ovyoob/ adj 

ovum /'ohvam/ n, pi ova /'ohva/ an animates female gamete thal when 
fertilized can develop mto a new individual reproduction [NL, 
fr L, egg - more at 'egg] 

ow /ow/ intetj - used esp to express sudden mild pain [ME] 
owe /oh/ vt la to be under obligation to pay or render b to be indebted 
to 2 to have or eqjoy as a result of the action or existence of sthg or sby 
else <^s bts fame to luck} ^ vi to be in debt [ME owen to possess, own, 
owe, fr OE agan\ akin to OHG dgun (1 & 3 pi pres indie) possess, Skt 
i4e he possesses] 

'owing to /oh-ing/ prep because of 1 (^delayed ^ a crash} 
owl /owl/ n any of an order of chiefly nocturnal birds of prey with large 
head and eyes and a short hooked bill [ME owle, fr OE ule; akin to OHG 
uwiJa owl, ON ugla] 
owlot /'owlit/ n a small or young owl 

owlish /'owlish/ adj having a round face or a wide-eyed sure [owl -v 
-uh] > owUably adv 

H>wn /ohn/ adj belonging to, for, or relating to oneself or itself > usu after 


a possessive pronoun ^cooked bis ^ dinner} [ME owen, fr OE agen\ akin 
to OHG eigan own, ON eiginn, OE agan to possess - more at owe] 
*own vf 1 to have or hold as property; possess 2 to acknowledge, admit 
>^vi to acknowledge sthg to be true or valid - f fo - owner n, 
ownership n 

*OWn pron, pi own one belonging to oneself or itself - usu after a possessive 
pronoun (a country with oil of its ~ > - on one's own 1 in solitude, alone 
</ive on one’s own) 2 without a.ssistance or control 
.own-'brand adj of or being goods offered for sale under the label or trade 
name of the retail distributor (e g a chain store) 

.owner-'occupier n sby who owns the house he/she lives in 
,own 'goal n a goal, esp in soccer, scored by a player against his own 
team 

own up VI to confess a fault frankly 
owt /owt/ pron, N Eng anything, aught [var of aught] 
ox /oks/ /], pi oxen /'oks(3)n/ also ox 1 a (domestic species oQ bovine 
mammal 2 an adult castrated male domestic ox [ME. fr OE oxa-, akin 
to OHG ohso ox, Uk hygros wet - more at humour] 

OX-, 0X0- comb form containing a carbonyl group in the molecular 
structure, ketone (oxoacette acich [F, fr oxygene] 
oxalate /'oks^.layt/ n a salt or ester of oxalic acid 
OX,alic 'acid /ok'salik/ ti a poisonous strong acid that occurs in various 
plants and is used esp as a bleach and in making dyes [trans of F (acide) 
oxahque, fr L oxahs wood sorrel] 

oxbow /'oks,boh/ n 1 a U-shaped collar round a draught ox's neck for 
.supporting the yoke 2 a U-shaped nver bend or lake formed from this 

GFOGRAPHY - OxboW adj 

Oxbridge /'oks.bnj/ adj or n (oO the universilies of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge [Oxford I Cambridge] 

oxer /'oksa/ n an obstacle for horses to jump consisting of a hedge, rails, 
and sometimes a ditch [o.rer (hedge or fence to restrain cattle), fr ox 
+ *-er] 

oxeye /'oks.ei/ n any of several composite plants whose heads have both 
disc and ray flowers, esp oxkyf daisy 

.OX, eye 'daisy n a leafy-stemmed European composite plant with long 
white ray florets 

.Oxford 'bags /'oksfad/ n pi in constr. pi Oxford bags wide-legged 
trousers [Oxford, city in England] 

'Oxford .movement n a Victorian High Church movement within the 
Church of England 

oxidant /'oksid(a)nt/ n an oxidizing agent - oxidant adj 
oxidative phosphorylation /’oksi.daytiv/ n the synthesis in mito- 
chondria of ATP from ADP using energy obtained from the oxidation of 
substances formed dunng the Krebs cycle 

oxide /'oksied/ n a compound of oxygen with an element or radical (F 
oxide, oxyde, fr ox- (fr oxygene oxygen) » -ide (fr acide acid)] - oxidic 
/ok'sidik/ adj 

oxiddze, -ise /'oksi,diez/ vt 1 to combine with oxygen 2 to remove 
hydrogen nr 1 or more electrons from (e g an atom, ion, or molecule) ^ vi 
to become oxidized [oxide * -ize] - oxidizable adj, oxidizer n, oxidation 
/-'daysh(3)n/ n, oxi^tive /-.daytiv/ adj 
oxlip /okslip/ n a Eurasian primula similar to the cowslip [(a.ssumed) 
ME oxeslippe, fr OE oxanslyppe, lit , ox dung, fr oxa ox + slypa, slyppe 
paste - more at ’slip] 

0X0- - sec ox- 

Oxonian /ok'sohnyan, -m an/ n a student or graduate of Oxford Univer- 
sity [ML Oxonia Oxford] ~ Oxonian adj 

oxtail /'oks.tayl/ n the tail of cattle (skinned and used for food, esp in 
soup) 

'ox.tongue /-.tung/ n a bugloss or other plant with rough tongue-shaped 
leaves 

oxy /'oksi/ adj containing or using (additional) oxygen - often in combina- 
tion (pxyhaemoglobin} (^oxy hydrogen} [F* fr oxygene oxygen] 
oxyacatylane /,oksi 3'set(a)lin, -leen/ adj of or using a mixture of 
oxygen and acetylene, esp for producing a hot flame (a/i torch} 
[ISV] 

oxygon /'oksij(a)n/ n a bivalent gaseous chemical element that forms 
about 21 per cent by volume of the atmoaphere, is found combined in 
water, most minerals, and many organic compounds, is required for most 
burning processes, and is essential for the life of all plants and animals 
periodic table [F oxygene, fr Gk oxys, adj, aad, lit., sharp f F 
-gdte -gen; akin to L acer sharp - more at edge] - oxygenic /-'jenik/ 
adj 

oxygenate /ok'sijanayt/ vt to impregnate, combine, or supply (eg 
bl^) with oxygen > oxygenator n, oxygenation /-'naysh(3)n/ n 



695 


pac 


'oxygen .debt n a cumulative oxygen lack that develops dunng intense 
activity and must be made up when the body returns to rest 
'oxygen .meek n a device worn over the nose and mouth through which 
oxygen is supplied from a storage tank 

'oxygen ,tent n a canopy placed over sby in bed to maintain a flow of 
oxygen-ennched air 

oxyhaemoglobin /.oksi.heema'glohbin/ n haemoglobin loosely com- 
bined with oxygen that it releases to the tissues [ISV] 
oxymoron /.oksi'mawron/ n, pi oxymora /-n/ a combination of con- 
tradictory or incongruous words (e g cruel kindness) [LGk oxymoron, fr 
ncut of oxymoros pointedly foolish, fr Gk oxys sharp, keen ^ moros 
foolish - more at moron] 

.oxy'tocin /-'tohsin/ n a polypeptide hormone secreted by the back lobe 
of the pituitary gland that stimulates the contraction of uterine muscle (e g 
dunng childbirth) and the ejection of milk [ISV, fr Gk oxys i tokos 
childbirth, fr tiktein to bear, beget] - oxytocic /-'tohsik/ adj 
oy, oye /oy/ n, Scot a grandchild [ME (Sc) o, of Celt ongin, akin to OIr 
aue grandson - more at unci.f) 

oyer and terminer /.oyar and 'tuhmma/ n a commission authonzing 
a Bntish judge to hear and decide a cnminal case [ME, part trans of AF 
oyer el terminer, lit , to hear and determine] 

Oyez /oh'yay, -yes/ vb imper - uttered by a court ofTicial or public cner 
to gain attention [ME. fr AF, hear yc. imper pi of oir to hear, fr L audire 
- more at alidihi f] 

oyster /'oysu/ n 1 any of vanous (edible) manne bivalve molluscs with 
u rough irregular shell 2 a small mass of muscle on each side of the back 
of a fowl [MF^ oislre, fr MF. fr L ostrea, fr Gk ostreon, akin to Gk 
ostrakon shell, osteon bone -- more at ossKoits] 

'oyster .bed, n .i where oysters grow or are cultivated 
'oyster, catcher /-.kacha/ n any of a genus of usu black-and-white 
stout-legged wading birds 

'oyster .farm n a stretch of sea bottom where oysters arc bred for 
ftxxl 

'oyster .plant n salsify 

ozocerite /.ohzoh'sianet/, ozokerite /.ohzoh'kianet/ n a waxy mineral 
that IS a mixture of hydrocarbons that is white when pure, is often of 
unpleasant smell, and is used esp in making candles, insulating, etc [G 
orokent. fr Gk o/em to smell » keros wax - more at cerlimfn] 
ozon-, ozono- comb form ozone <ozomze> [ISV, fr ozone] 
ozone /'oh.zohn/ n 1 a form of oxygen with 3 atoms in each molecule 
that is a bluish irntating gas with a pungent smell and occurs naturally 
in the upper atmosphere where it is formed by the action of ultraviolet 
solar radiation on normal oxygen 2 pure and refreshing air [G ozon, fr 
Gk ozon, prp of ozein to smell - more at otxiUR] - ozonous adj, ozonize 
vt, ozonic /oh'zohnik, -'zo-/ adj, ozoniferoos A'niforos/ adj 


p 

p /pee/ n, pi p’s, ps often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 16th letter of the English alphabet 2 a grade rating a 
student'ii work as passing [(2) pass] 
pa /pah/ n father - iiifml [short for papa] 

pa'anga /pah'ang(g)o/ n -ZlT Tonga at NArioNALiiv [Tongan, lit, 
seed] 

pabulum Apabyoolam/ n 1 food 2 intellectual sustenance (I food, 
fodder; akin to L pascere to feed - more at F(X)dJ 
paca /'paka, 'pahka/ n any of a genus of large (spotteil) S and Central 
American rodents [Pg & Sp, fr Tupi paca] 

'pace /pays/ n la rate of movement b parallel rale of growth or 
development < wages do not keep - with inflation^ c rale or manner of 
doing sthg 2 a manner of walking 3a step 2a(l) b the distance covered 
by a single step m walking, usu taken to be about 0 75m (about 30in> -IW 
UNIT 4a OAiT 2, esp a fast 2-beat gait of a horse in which the legs move 
in lateral pairs b pi an exhibition ot skills or abilities (jiut him through 
his - s> (ME pas, fr OF, step, fr L passus, fr passus, pp of pandere to 
spread - more at faihom] 

*P8ce VI 1 to walk with a slow or measured tread 2 esp of a horse to go 
at a pace vt la to measure by pacing - often f out or off b to traverse 
at a walk 2 of a horse to cover (a course) by pacing 3 to set or regulate 
the pace of. specif lo go ahead of (eg a runner) as a pacemaker - 
pacer n 


’pace /'paysi/ prep with due respect to [L, abl of pac-, pax peace, 
permission] 

pace bowler /pays/ n sby who bowls the ball fast and without spin in 
cncket 

'pace .car n a motor car that leads the field of competitors through a 
warm-up lap but docs not participate in the race 
'pace, maker /-.mayka/ n 1 sby or sthg that sets the pace for another 
(e g in a race) 2 (a device for applying regular electnc shocks to the heart 
that reproduces the function oO a part of the heart that maintains 
rhythmic (coordinated) contractions - pacemaking n 
'pace.setter /-.seta/ n pacimakir 1 

pachisi /pa'chec/i, pah-/ n an ancient board game played with dice and 
counters on a cross-shaped board [Hindi pactsi] 
pachyderm /"pakidubm/ n an elephant, rhinoceros, pig, or other usu 
thick-skinned (hoofed) nonruminant mammal [F pachyderme, fr Gk 
pachydermos thick-skinned, fr pachys thick (akin to ON bingr heap, Skt 
bahu dense, much) • derma skin - more at derm-] - pachydermal 
/-'duhml/ adj, pachydermatous /-'duhmatas/ adj 
pachytene /'pakiteen/ n the stage of the prophase of meioiic cell 
division in which the paired chromosomes become thickened and divided 
into chromatids [ISV pachy- (fr Gk pachys) f -tene] 
pacific /pa'sifik/ adi 1 tending to bring about peace, conciliatory 2 
having a mild peaceable nature 3 cap of (the region round) the Pacific 
(Kcan [M¥. pacitique, fr L paciTicus, fr pac-. pax peace -/- * -Ticus -fie 
- more at placf] - pacifically adv 
pacificatory /pa'sifikat(a)n/ adj PAnne 1 

pacifism /'pasifiz(a)m/ n opposition to war as a means of settling 
disputes, s/Jrtvf refusal to bear arms on moral or religious grounds [F 
pacifisme. fr pacifique pacific] - pacifist n 

pacify /’pa.sifie/ vt I to allay the anger or agitation of 2a to restore to 
a peaceful state, subdue b to reduce to submission [MF paciflcn, fr L 
paciticare, fr pac-, pax peace] - pacifiable adj. pacifier /-.fie-a/ ti, 
pacification /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 

'pack /pak/ n 1 a bundle or bag of things earned on the shoulders or back. 
specif d knapsack 2a a large amount or number <a ^ of lies} b a full 
set of playing cards 3 a method of packing (vacuum ^ '> 4 sing or pi in 
constr a a group of people with a common characteristic <a - ofthievcsy 
b an organized troop (e g of cub scouts) 5 smg or pi in constr the 
forwards in a rugby team, esp when acting together 6 smg or pi in constr 
a a group of domesticated animals trained to hunt or run together 
of hounds} b a group of (predatory) animals of the same kind wolf 
7 -1 'uncenlrated mass, specif pack k e 8 wet absorbent matcnal for 
applicatkj*^ to the body as treatment (e g for a bruise) 9 chiefly NAm a 
packet [MF, of LG or D ongin, akin to MLG & MD pak pack, MFIem 
/we] 

’pack V/ la to stow (as lO m a container, esp for transport or storage b 
to cover, fill, or surround with protective matenal 2a to crowd together 
so as to fill, cram b to force into a smaller volume, compress 3 to bnng 
to an end, finish - up or in (he's ing up his job next year} 4 lo gather 
into a pack 5 to cover or surround with a pack 6 lo cause or be capable 
of making (an impact) (a book that ^s quite a punch} -- vi 1 to stow 
goods or equipment for transporting - often + up 2 to crowd together 
3 to become compacted in a layer or ma.ss packable adj, packer n, 
packability /.paka'bibti/ n - pack it in to stop doing it; give it up - 
infml 

’pack V/ to influence the composition of (e g a jury) so as to bnng abc»ul 
a desired result [obs pack (to make a secret agreement), perh alter of 
pact] 

'package Apakij/ n la a small or medium-sized pack, a parcel b sthg 
wrapped or sealed 2 a wrapper or container in which sthg is packed 3 

PACKACiF HEAL pPACK i -Alik] 

’package vt to make into or enclose in a package - packager n 
'package .deal n an offer or agreement involving a number of related 
Hems and making acceptance of one item dependent on the acceptance of 
all, also the items so offered 

packed /pakt/ adj la that is crowded or stuffed - often in combination 
<an ac/ion-packed story} b compressed (hard-packed snow} 2 filled to 
capacity (played to a ^ house} 

packet Apakit/ n 1 a small pack or parcel (a ^ of biscuits} 2 a 
passenger boat carrying mail and cargo on a regular schedule 3 Bra large 
sum of money (cost a ^ - infml [AF pacquet, dim of pack-, (2) short 
for packer-boar] 

packhorae /'pak.haws/ n a horse used for carrying packs 
'pack ,ice /i sea ice crushed together into a large floating mass 
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packing /paking/ n 1 the action, process, or method of packing sthg 2 
material used to pack 

'packing ,casa n a usu wooden crate in which goods are packed for 
storage or transport 

pack off vt to send away, esp abruptly or unceremoniously - infml <pack 
the kids off to school^ 

'pack,aaddla /-.sadlZ n a saddle designed to support a pack on an 
animal’s back 

'pack.thraad /-.thred/ n strong thread or thin twine used for sewing or 
tying packages 

pack up Vi 1 to finish work 2 to cease to function <//ie engine packed 
up) USE infml 

pact /pakt/ n an agreement, treaty [ME, fr MF, fr L pactum, fr neut of 
pactus, pp of pacisci to agree, contract; akin to OE fon to seize, L pangere 
to fix, fasten, Gk pegnynai] 

^pad /pad/ II 1 a thin flat mat or cushion: e g a padding used to shape 
an article of clothing b a padded guard worn to shield body parts, esp 
the legs of a batsman, against impact c a piece of absorbent matenal used 
as a surgical dressing or protective covenng 2a the foot of an animal b 
the cushioned thickening of the underside of the toes of cats, dogs, etc 3 
a large floating leaf of a water plant 4 a number of sheets of paper (e g 
for wnting or drawing on) fastened together at 1 edge Sa a flat surface 
for a vertical takeoff or landing b launching pad 6 living quarters - 
infml [origin unknown] 

'pad vt Hid* 1 to provide with a pad or padding 2 to expand or fill out 
(speech or wnting) with superfluous matter - oflen out 

'pad vb -dd- vt to go along on foot vi to walk with a muffled step [perh 
fr MD paden to follow a path, fr pad path ~ more at path] 
padding /pading/ n matenal used to pad 

'paddia /'padi/ n la a usu wooden implement similar to but smaller than 
an oar, used to propel and steer a small craft (e g a canoe) b an implement 
with a short handle and broad flat blade used for stirring, mixing, hitting, 
etc 2 any of the broad boards at the circumference of a paddle wheel or 
waterwheel [ME padell] 

'paddle vb piuldling /'padling/ vi to go on or through water (as lO by 
mems of paddling a craft ^vt to propel (as lO by a paddle - pad- 
dler n 

'paddle VI to walk, play, or wade in shallow water [prob freq of 'pad] - 

paddle n, paddler n 

'paddle .steamer n a vessel propelled by a pair of paddle wheels 
mounted amidships or by a single paddle wheel at the stem « 

'paddle .wheel n a power-dnven wheel with piddles, floats, or boards 
round its circumference used to propel a boat 

paddock /'padak/ n 1 a small usu enclosed field, esp for pastunng or 
exercising animals, esp one where racehorses are saddled and paraded 
before a race 2 an area at a motor-racing track where cars, motorcycles, 
etc are parked and worked on before a race [alter, of ME parrok, fr OE 
pearroc-, akin to OHG pfamh enclosure; both fr a prehistoric Gmc word 
borrowed fr (assumed) VL pameus] 

paddy /'padi/ n 1 (threshed unmiUed) rice 2 a paddyfleld [Malay 
padi] 

Paddy n an Irishman - chiefly derog [Paddy, common Insh nickname 
for Patrick] 

'paddy.field /- .feeld/ n a field of wet land in which nee is grown 
padlock /'padlok/ n a portable lock with a shackle that can be passed 
through a staple or link and then secured [ME padlok, fr pad- (of 
unknown ongin) iok lock] - padlock vr 

padra /'pahdn/ /i 1 a Chnstian priest 2 a military chaplain [Sp or It 
or Pg, lit . father, fr L pater - more at father] 
paaan /'pee-an/ n a joyously exulunt song or hymn of praise, tnbute, 
thanksgivmg, or triumph [L, hymn of thanksgiving esp addressed to 
Apollo, fr Gk paian, paion, fr Patan, Paidn, epithet of Apollo in the 
hymn] 

paad- /pe(e)d-/, pacdo-, NAm chiefly ped-, pedo- comb form child 
<paedMrncs> [Gk paid-, paido-, fr paid-, pais child, boy - more at 
few] 

paadia tries /.peedi'atnks/ n pt but sing or pi in constr medicine dealing 
with the development, care, and diseases of children - paodlatric adj, 
paediatrician /.peedi-a'tnsh(a)n/ n 

paadophilia /.peedohTilio. -da-/ n sexual desire directed towards chil- 
dren [NL] - paMlophilc /-.fiel/ n 

paalla /pie'el^ n a saffron-flavoured Spanish dish containing nee, meat, 
seafood, and vegeubles [Catal, lit., pot, pan, fr MF paelle, fr L patella 
small pan > more at patella] 

paaon /’pee-an/ n a metrical foot of 4 syllables with 1 long or stressed 


and 3 short or unstressed syllables [L, fr Gk paion, fr paian, paidn 
paean] 

paaony /'pee-am/ n a peony 

pagan /'paygan/ n 1 a follower of a polytheistic religion 2 an irreligious 
person [ME, fr LL paganus, fr L, country dweller, fr pagus country 
distnct; akin to L pangere to fix - more at paci] - pagan adj, paganish 
adj, paganism n, paganize vt 

'page /payj/ n la(l) a youth being trained for the medieval rank of knight 
and in the personal service of a knight (2) a youth attending on a person 
of rank b a boy serving as an honorary attendant at a formal function (e g 
a wedding) 2 sby employed to deliver messages or run errands [ME, fr 
OF, fr It paggio] 

'page vt l to summon by repeatedly calling out the name of (e g over a 
public-address system) 2 to summon by a coded signal emitted esp by a 
short-range radio transmitter 

'page n l (a single side oO a leaf of a book, magazine, etc 2 sthg worth 
being recorded in wnting <rAe bnghtest of her career) 3 a sizable 
subdivision of computer memory used chiefly for convenience of reference 
in programming [MF, fr L pagina, akin to L pangere to fix, fasten] 
*page vt to paginate 

pageant /'pajfajnt/ n 1 an ostentatious display 2 a show, exhibition, esp 
a colourful spectacle with a senes of tableaux, dramatic presentations, or 
a procession, expressing a common theme 3 pageantry I [ME pagyn, 
padgeant, lit , scene of a play, fr ML pagma, fr L, page] 
pageantry /'paj(d)ntn/ n 1 pageants and the presentation of pageants 
2 colourful or splendid display, spectacle 
'page ,boy n 1 a boy serving as a page 2 a usu shoulder-length woman’s 
hairstyle in which the ends of the hair are turned under in a smooth 
roll 

paginate /'pajmayt/ vt to number the sides of the leaves of (e g a book) 
in a sequence - compare foi iatf 2 [L pagma page] - pagination 
/-'naysh(a)n/ n 

pagoda /pa'gohda/ n a many-storied usu polygonal tower with upturned 
projecting roofs at the division of each storey and erected esp as a temple 
or memonal in the Far East [Pg pagode onental idol, temple] 
pah /pah/ inteij - used esp to express contempt or disgust 
pahlavi /'pahbvi/ n, pi pahlavi, pahlavis (a com representing) a money 
unit of Iran worth 100 nals [Per pahlawi, fr Riza Shah Pahlawi tl944 
Shah of Iran] 

Pahlavi n the language of Sassanian Persia (Per pahlawi, fr Pahlav 
Parthia, fr OPer Parthava-] 
paid /payd/ past o/’pay 

.paid-'up adj having paid the necessary fees to be a full member of a group 
or organization, broadly showing the characteristic attitudes and behav- 
iour of a specified group to a marked degree <a ^ member of the awkward 
squad) 

pail /payl/ n (the contents of or quantity contained in) an esp wooden or 
metal bucket [ME payle, paille, prob fr OE pxgel, a small measure of 
liquid; akin to MD pegel gauge, scale] - pailful n 
paillaste /'palias, pal'yas/ n a palliasse 

paillette /pal'yet/ n a small shiny object (e g a spangle) used to decorate 
clothing [F, fr paille straw - more at ‘pallef] 

'pain /payn/ n la a basic bodily sensation induced by a noxious stimulus 
or physical disorder and charactenzed by physical discomfort (e g pnek- 
ing, throbbing, or aching) b acute mental or emotional distress 2 pi the 
throes of childbirth 3 pi trouble or care taken 4 sby or sthg that annoys 
or is a nuisance - infml (.she’s a real ^ > [ME, fr OF peine, fr L poena, 
fr Gk pome payment, penalty; akin to Gk tinein to pay, tinesthai to 
punish, time pnee, value, honour] - painleaaady, painlessly adv, painless- 
ness n - on/under pain of subject to penalty or punishment of (ordered 
to leave the country on pain of death) - pain in the neck a source of 
annoyance; a nuisance - infml 

'pain vt to make suffer or cause distress to; hurt ^ vi to give or have a 
sensation of pain 

painful /'paynf(a)l/sdy -II- la feeling or giving pain b irksome, annoying 
2 requinng effort or exertion (a long ^ trip) - painfully adv, palnftil- 
ness n 

'pain,killer /-.kib/ n sthg, esp a drug (e g morphine or aspinn), that 
relieves pain - painkilling adj 

palnatlriking /'payn,.staykin^ adj showing diligent care and effort - 
painstakingly adv 

'paint /paynt/ vt la to apply colour, pigment, paint, or cosmetics to b 
to apply with a movement resembling that used in painting 2a to 
represent in colours on a surface by applying pigments b to decorate by 
painting c to produce or evoke as if by painting (her novel '-s glowing 
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pictures of rural life} 3 to depict as having specified or implied character- 
istics <no/ as black as he's ^ ed) — vi to practise the art of painting (ME 
painten, fr OF peint, pp of peindre, fr L pingere to tattoo, embroider, 
paint; akin to OE fah vanegated. Gk poikilos variegated, ptkros sharp, 
bitter] 

^paint n lad) a mixture of a pigment and a suitable liquid which forms 
a closely adherent coating when spread on a surface (2) pigment, esp in 
compressed form b an applied coat of paint <wef '->2 (coloured) 
make-up - infml - painty adj 
'paintbrush /-.brush/ n a brush for applying paint 
.painted 'lady n a migratory butterfly with wings mottled in brown, 
orange, red. and white 

'painter /'paynt?/ n 1 an artist who paints 2 sby who applies paint (c g 
to a building), esp as an occupation ['faini + --hR] 

^painter n a line used for securing or towing a boat [ME paynter, prob 
fr MF pendoir, penloir clothesline, fr pendre to hang - more at pln 

OANl] 

'painterly /-li/ adj artistic, also, of a painter or a painting showing an 
interest in pigment and the qualities of paint as a material rather than in 
draughtsmanship ['pain i hr > '-ly] - painterlinesa n 
painting /'paynting/ n 1 a product of painting, esp a painted work of 
art 2 the art or occupation of painting 

'paintwork /-.wuhk/ n paint that has been applied to a surface, also a 
painted surface ('damaged the — of the car^ 

'pair /pea/ n sing or pi in constr, pi pairs also pair la(l) two correspond- 
ing things usu used together of shoes') (2) two corresponding bodily 

parts <a beautiful ^ of legs) b a single thing made up of 2 connected 
corresponding pieces <a ^ of trousers) 2a two similar or associated 
things eg (It ,1 c »p!f’ in love, engaged, or married (were a devoted ^ > 
(2) two playing cards of the same value in a hand (3) two horses harnessed 
side by side (4) two mated animals b a partnership between 2 people, esp 
III a contest against another partnership c two members from opposite 
sides of a deliberative body who agree not to vote on a specific issue duniig 
a time agreed on d a failuic to score runs in either innings ol a match by 
a batsman in cricket [ME paire, fr OF, fr L paria equal things, fr neut 
pi of par equal] 

*pair vt 1 to arrange a voting pair between 2 to arrange in pairs (she 
succeeded in ^ ing the socks) 

.pair of 'compasses n compass 2b 

pair off vh to (cause to) form pairs, esp male and female ithe anxious 
mothers are trying to pair ofT their children ') (^thc) paired off for the next 
dance) 

'pair pro.duction n the transformation of a quantum of radiant energy 
into an elation and a positron 

paisa /'piesa/ n, pi paise / say/, paisa, paisas - ^ Bangladesh. India, 
Pakistan at NATioNAiirv [Hindi paisa] 

paisley /'payzh/ adj. often cap of a fabnc or garment made usu of soft 
wtxil and woven or printed with colourtui abstract teardrop-shaped 
figures [Paisley, town in Scotland] - paisley n 

pajamas /pa'jahmaz/ n pi in constr. pi pgjamas chiefly NAm pyjamas 

- pgjama adj 

pakeha /'pahka.hah. pah'kcc a/ n. pi pakehas, esp collectively pakeha 
NZ one who is not a Maori, broadly a white person [Maon] 

Paki /'paki/ n. olten not cap. Br a Pakistani chiefly derog 
Pakistani /.paki'stahm, ,pah-/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Pakistan 2 
a descendant of Pakistanis [Hindustani Pakistani, fr Pakistan Pakistan, 
country in S Asia] - Pakistani adj 

pal /pal/ /I I a close friend 2 - used as a familiar form of address, esp 
to a stranger USE infml (Romany phral, phal brother, friend fr Skt 
bhratf brother, akin to OE brothor brother] 

'palace /‘palis/ n I the official residence of a ruler (e g a sovereign or 
bishop; 2a a large stately house b a large public building c a large and 
often ornate place of public entertainment (a picture ) [ME palais, fr 
OF, fr L palatium, fr Palatium, the Palatine Hill in Rome where the 
emperors' residences were built] 

’palace adj 1 of a palace 2 of or involving the intimates of a chief 
executive (a ^ revolution) < — politics) 

paladin /"paladin/ n a champion of a medieval prince [F, fr It paladino, 
fr ML palatinus courtier, fr L. palace official - more at palafine] 
palae- /pah-/, palaeo-, chiefly NAm pale-, paleo- comb form 1 involving 
or dealing with ancient (e g fossil) forms or conditions (palaeobotany) 2 
early; pnmitive; archaic (palaeolithic) [Gk palai-, palaio- ancient, fr 
palaios, fr palai long ago, akin to Gk tele far-off, Skt carama last] 
Palaearctic /.pah'ahktik/ adj of or being a biogeographic region that 
includes Europe and N Asia, Arabia, and Afnca 


.palaeo'botany /.palioh'botani/ n a branch of botany dealing with fossil 
plants [ISV] ~ palaeobotanist n, palaeobotanic /-ba'unik/, palacoboCu- 
ical adj, palacobotanically adv 

Palaeocene /'palioh^een/ adj or n (of or being) the earliest epoch of the 
Tertiary penod evolution 

palaeoclimatology /,palioh.kliema'tol3ji/ n a science dealing with the 
climate of past ages [ISV] 

palaeography /.pali'ografi/ n the study of ancient writings and inscrip- 
tions [NL palaeographia, fr Gk palai- > -graphia -graphy] - palaeogra- 
pher n 

Palaeolithic /.pali-a'hthik/ adj or n (of or being) the 2nd egi of the Stone 
Age charactenzed by rough or chipped stone implements [ISV] 
palaeomagnetitm /,palioh'magna,tiz(a)m/ n (the study oO the inten- 
sity and direction of residual magnetization in ancient rocks 
palaeontology /.palion'tolaji/ n a science dealing with the life of past 
geological periods as inferred from fossil remains [F paleontologie, fr 
pale- palae- ^ Gk onta living things (fr neut pi of ont, on. prp of einai 
to be) ^ F -logic -logy] - palaeontologist n, palaeontological /-.onta'lojikl/ 
adj 

.Palaeo'zoic /.palio'zohik/ adj or n (of or being) an era of geological 
history that extends from the beginning of the Cambnan to the close of 
the Permian ^ evoluiion 

palais /'palay, 'pah/, palais de dance /<« da 'donhs/ n a public dance hall 

- chiefly infml [F palais de danse, lit , dance palace] 
palanquin /"palankeen/ n a litter formerly used in eastern Asia, esp for 

1 person, and usu hung from poles borne on the bearers' shoulders [Pg 
palanquim, fr Jav pelanki] 

palatable /"palatabl/ adj 1 pleasant to the taste 2 acceptable to the mind 
[jxilate -t -able] - palatableness n, palatably adv, palatability 

/-ta‘bilati/ n 

palatal /'palatl/ adj 1 of the palate 2 of a speech sound (eg/y/) formed 
with the front of the tongue near or touching the hard palate - palatal 
n, palatalize vt, palatally /‘palatl i/ adv, palatalization /-ic- 
'7aysh(a)n/ n 

palate Zmhx/ n 1 the roof of the mouth, separating it from the nasal 
cavity NFRVF 2a the sense of taste b a usu intellectual taste or 
liking [ME, fr L palatum] 

palatial /pa'laysh(a)l/ adj 1 of or being a palace 2 suitable to a palace, 
magnificent [L palatium palace] - palatially adv, palatialness n 
palatinate /pa'latmat n the territory of a palatine 
'palatine /'pabtien/ n a feudal lord (e g a count or bishop) with sovereign 
power [L palatinus, fr palatinus, adj, fr palatium] 

’palatine adj of or lying near the palate 

palavet ^pp'lahva/ n 1 a long parley or discussion 2 idle talk [Pg 
palavra word, speech, fr LL parabola parable, speech] - palaver vi 
palazzo /pp'latsoh, -sa. -'ladzoh, -za/ n, pi palazzi /-si/ a large imposing 
building in Italy [It, fr L palatium palace] 

'pale /payl/ adj 1 deficient in (intensity oO colour 2 not bnght or bnlliant, 
dim (a ^ sun shining through the fog) 3 feeble, faint (a imitation) 
4 of a colour not intense (a ^ pink) [ME, fr MF, fr L pallidus, fr pallere 
to be pale - more at 'fallow] - pale vb. palish adj, palely adv, 
paleness n 

’pale n 1 pickli 1 2 a temtory under a particular junsdiction [ME, fr 
MF pal stake, fr L palus - more at 'polf] - beyond the pale in violation 
of good manners, social convention etc 
’pale n a palea 

pale-, paleo- comb form, chiefly NAm palae-, palaeo- 
palea /"paylya/ n. pi paleae /"payli,ee/ a chaffy scale or bract, esp the 
upper bract of she flower of a grass [NL, fr L, chaff - more at 'pallet] 

- paleal /"paylyal/ adj 

paleface /"payl.fays/ n a white person, esp as distinguished from an 
Amcncan Indian 

palette /"palit/ n 1 a thin board held in the hand on which an artist mixes 
pigments 2 a particular range, quality, or use of colour; esp that of an 
individual artist [F, fr MF, dim of pale spade, shovel, fr L pala] 
"palette .knife n a knife with a flexible steel blade and no cutting edge, 
used esp in cooking or by artists for mixing and applying paints 
palfrey /"pawlfn/ n, archaic a saddle horse other than a war-horse, esp 
for a woman [ME, fr OF palefrei, fr ML palafredus, fr LL paraveredus 
post-horse for secondary roads, fr Gk para- beside, subsidiary > L veredus 
post-horse, fr a Gaulish word akin to W gorwydd horse; akin to Olr 
nadaim I ride - more at para-, ride] 

Pali /pahli/ n the liturgical language of Theravada Buddhism [Skt pa// 
row, senes of Buddhist sacred texts] 

palimpsest /"palimpsest/ n wnting material (e g a parchment or tablet) 
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reused after earlier writing has been erased [L pahmpsestus, fr Gk 
ptJimpsestos scraped again, fr palm -f psen to rub, scrape - more at 
sand] 

palindrome /'palindrohm/ n a word, sentence, etc that reads the same 
backwards or forwards [Gk palmdromos running back again, fr palm 
back, again (akin to Gk polos axis, pole) + dramein to run - more at 
^POLE, dromedary] > p^indromic /-'drohmik/ adj 
paling />ayling/ n (a fence oO stakes or pickets [^pale ^ -mg] 
palinganatic /.paiinja'netik/ adj of or being biological features (e g the 
gill slits in a human embryo) that are denvations from distant ancestral 
forms {palingenesis, n, fr Gk palin + L genesis birth] 
palinoda /^hnohd/ n a poem in which sthg is recanted or retracted 
[Gk palindidia, fr palin back + aetdein to sing - more at ude] 
'pallaad# /.pali'sayd/ n 1 a fence of stakes, esp for defence 2 a long strong 
stake pointed at the top and set close with others as a defence [F palissade, 
deriv of L palus stake - more at 'pole] 

■pallMdp vt to surround or fortify with palisades 
palisade layer n a layer of cells containing many chloroplasts lying 
beneath the upper skin of green leaves 
'pall /pawl/ n 1 PALLIUM lb 2a a square of linen used to cover the 
chalice containing the wine used at Communion b a heavy cloth draped 
over a coffin or tomb 3 sthg heavy or dark that covers or conceals <a 
of thick black smokey [ME, cloak, mantle, fr OE psell, fr L pallium] 
‘pall VI to cease to be interesting or attractive [ME pallen to become weak 
or stale, short for appallen to become pale - more at appal] 

Palladian /pa'laydi'an/ adj of a neoclassic style of architecture based on 
the works of Andrea Palladio [Andrea Palladio ttS80 It architect] - 
Pailadiaalim n 

palladium /pa'laydi am/ n a soft silver-white metallic element of the 
platinum group u^ esp in electrical contacts and as a catalyst 
PERIODIC TABLE [NL. fr Pallad-, Pallas, an asteroid] - palladous 
/po'laydas/ adj 

pallbaarar /'pawl'beara/ n a person who helps to carry the coffin at a 
funeral or is part of its immediate escort 
'pallat /'pain/ n la straw-filled mattress 2 a small hard often makeshift 
bed iME pallet, fr (assumed) MF paillet, fr paille straw, fr L palea chaff, 
straw; akin to Skt palava chaff] 

‘pall«tn 1 a flat-bladed wooden tool used esp by potters for shaping clay 
2 a lever or surface in a timepiece that receives an impulse from the 
escapement wheel and imparts motion to a balance or pendulum 3 a 
portable platform intended for handling, stonng, or moving materials and * 
packages [MF palette, lit., small shovel - more at palette] 
palletize, -ise /'palitiez/ vt to place on, transport, or store by means of 
pallets - palletixer n, palletizatloa /-tie'zaysh(a)n/ n 
pellieeee, pailiamp /'palias, pal'yas/ n a thin straw mattress [palliasse 
iiiodif of F paillasse, fr paille straw] 

pelliete /'paliayt/ vr 1 to lessen the unpleasantness of (e g a disease) 
without removing the cause 2 to disguise the gravity of (a fault or offence) 
by excuses or apologies; extenuate 3 to moderate the intensity of ^trying 
to ^ the boredom') [LL palbatus, pp of palliare to cloak, conceal, fr 
pallium cloak] - palliator n, palliative /'palyativ/ n or adj, palliation 
/,pali'aysh(3)n/ n 

pallid /palid/ adj 1 lacking colour; wan 2 lacking sparkle or liveliness, 
dull [L palhdus - more at 'pale] - pallidly adv, pallidness n 
pallium /'pali-am/ n, pi pallia /-li-a/. pallinnia la a draped rectangular 
cloth worn as a cloak, esp by men of ancient Rome b a white woollen band 
in the shape of 2 Y’s that meet on the shoulders, worn esp by a pope or 
archbishop garment 2 the mantle of a mollusc, bird, etc [L] - 
pallial adj 

pallor /'pala/ n defiaency of (facial) colour; paleness [L, fr pallere to be 
pale - more at 'fallow] 

pally /‘pali/ adj friendly (Jbe was very with the local vicar) - infml [pal 

^ '-rl 

'palm /pahm; NAm pah(l)m/ n 1 any of a family of tropical or subtropi- 
cal trees, shrubs, or climbing plants related to the lilies, grasses, and 
orchids and usu having a simple stem and a crown of large leaves 2 a leaf 
of the palm as a symbol of victory, distinction, or rejoicing; also a branch 
(e g of laurel) similarly used 3 a symbol of triumph or distinction; also 
a victory, triumph [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG palma palm tree; both fr 
a prehistoric NOmc-W(}mc word borrowed fr L palma palm of the hand, 
palm tree; fr the resemblance of the tree’s leaves to the outstretched hand] 
- palBlikc adj, palmaceous /pah'mayshas/ adj 
‘palm A 1 the concave part of the human hand between the bases of the 
fingers and the wrist 2 a unit of measurement based on the length (e g 
about 200mm or Sin) or breadth (e g about 100mm or 4m) of the human 


hand — ^ UNIT [ME paume, fr MF, fr L palma\ akin to OE flor 
floor] 

‘palm vt la to conceal in or with the hand b to pick up stealthily 2 to 
impose by fraud 

palmar /^palma, 'pahms/ adj of or involving the palm of the hand 
palmate /palmayt, -mat/ also palmated /-.maytid/ adj (having lobes 
radiatingj^rom a common point) resembling a hand with the fingers 
spread plant - palmately adv, palmation /-'maysh(a)n/ o 
palm civet n any of vanous tree-dwelling Afncan or Asian civets 
palmer /'palma, 'pahma/ n a pilgnm wearing 2 crossed palm leaves as 
a sign of a visit to the Holy Land 

palmetto /pal'metoh/ n, pi palmettos, palmettoes any of several usu 
low-growing fan-leaved palms [modif of Sp palmito, fr palma palm, 
fr L] 

palmistry /'pahmistn/ n reading a person's character or future from the 
markings on his/her palms [ME pawmestry, prob fr paume palm f 
maistne mastery] - palmist n 

palmitate /'palmitayt/ n a salt or ester of palmitic acid 
pal.mitic 'acid /pai'mitik/ n a waxy fatty acid occurnng (as glycerides) 
in most fats and fatty oils [ISV, (rpalmitm (an ester of glycerol & palmitic 
acid), fr F palmitine, prob fr palmite pith of the palm tree, fr Sp 
palmito] 

palm off vt to get nd of (sthg unwanted or inferior) by deceiving sby into 
taking it - often f on 

'palm ,oil n an edible fat obtained from the fruit of several palms and used 
esp in soap and candles 

.Palm 'Sunday n the Sunday before Easter celebrated in commemor- 
ation of Christ's tnumphal entry into Jerusalem [fr the palm branches 
strewn in Christ’s path] 

palmy /'pahmi. 'pahlmi/ adj marked by prospenty, flourishing days') 
['PALM + ‘-y] 

palmyra /pal'mieora/ n a tall fan-leaved palm cultivated in Asia for its 
hard wood, fibre, and sugar-nch sap [Pg palmeira, fr palma palm, 
frL] 

palolo /pa'lohloh/ n, pi palolos an edible manne worm that burrows in 
the coral reefs of vanous Pacific islands and forms penodic breeding 
swarms [Samoan & Tongan] 

palomino /.pab'meenoh/ n, pi palominos g l>8ht tan or cream usu 
slender-legged horse [AmerSp, fr Sp, like a dove, fr L palumbmus, fr 
palumbes nngdove, akin to Gk peleia dove, L pallere to be pale - more 
at 'fallow] 

palp /palp/ n a segmented (touch- or tas^e-sensitive) feeler on the 
mouthparts of an insect or other arthropod -Jj ana tom y [NL palpus, 
fr L, caress, soft palm of the hand; akin to L palpate] > palpal adj 
palpable /'palpobl/ adj 1 capable of being touched or felt, tangible 2 
easily perceptible by the mind, manifest <a ~ falsehood) [ME. fr LL 
palpabilis, fr L palpare to stroke, caress - more at feel] - palpably adv, 
palpability /.palpa'bibti/ n 

palpate /’palpayt/ vt to examine, esp medically, by touch [prob 
back-formation fr palpation, fr L palpation-, palpatio, fr palpatus, pp of 
palpare] - palpation /parpaysh(3)n/ n 

palpebral /'palpibral/ adj of or near the eyelids [LL palpebralis, fr L 
paipcbra eyelid, akin to L palpare] 

palpitant /'palpit(3)nt/ adj marked by trembling or throbbing 
palpitate /'palpitayt/ vi to beat rapidly and strongly; throb <a palpitat- 
ing heart) [L palpitatus, pp of palpitare, freq of palpare to stroke] - 
palpitation /-'taysh(a)n/ n 
palpus /'paipos/ n, pi palpi /'palpie, -pi/ a palp 
palstave /'pawUtayv/ n a type of Bronze age axe designed to fit into a 
split wooden handle [Dan pUstav, fr ON pilstafr, a heavy missile, prob 
fr pall spade, hoe + stafr stafl] 

'palsy /'pawlzi, 'polzi/ n paralysis or uncontfollable tremor of (a part oO 
the body [ME parlesie, fr MF paralisie, fr L paralysis] 

‘palsy vt to affect (as lO with palsy 

palter /'pawlto, 'polta/ vi 1 to act insmcerdy or deceitfully; equivocate 
2 to haggle - + with [origin unknown] - psiterar n 
paltry /'pawltn/ adj 1 mean, despicable <a trick) 2 trivial <a ^ sum) 
[obs paltry (trash), fr E dial, palt, pelt] - piltrineia n 
paludai /pofyoohdl, 'palyoodl/ adj of marshes or fens [L palud-, palus 
marsh; akin to Skt palvala pond] 

palynology /.pali'nobji/ n a branch of botany dealing with pollen and 
spores [Gk palynem to sprinkle, fr pale fine meal - more at pollen] - 
pidynologiat n, palynological, palynologic /.palina'lojik/ adj, palynolo^- 
cally adv 

pampa /pampo/ n an extensive (grass-covered) plain of temperate S 
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Amenca rast of the Andes - usu pi with sing meaning but sing or pi in 
constr PI ANT [AmerSp, fr Quechua & Aymara, plain] 
pampas grass /'pampas/ n a tall S Amencan grass with large silky 
flower heads frequently cultivated as an ornamental plant [pampas ft 
AmerSp, pi of pampa] 

pamper /'pampa/ vt to treat with extreme or excessive care and attention 
<^ed their guests'y [ME pamperen, prob of D ongin, akin to Flem 
pamperen to pamper] 

pampero /pam'pearoh/ n. pi pamperos a strong cold wind from the W 
or SW that blows over the pampas [AmerSp. fr pampa] 
pamphlet /'pamflit/ n a usu small unbound printed publication with a 
paper cover, often dealing with topical matters (a ^ on nuclear disarma- 
ment} [ME pamflet unbound booklet, fr Pamphilus seu De Amore 
Pamphilus or On Love, pt^pular 12th-c Latin love poem] 
pamphleteer /.pamfli'tia/ n a writer of (political) pamphlets attacking 
sthg or urging a cause 

^pan /pan/ n la any of various usu broad shallow open receptacles e g 
(1) warming pan (2) a dustpan (3) a bedpan (4) a metal or plastic dish 
in a pair of scales (5) a round metal container or vessel usu with a long 
handle, used to heat or cook food - compare sauclpan b any of various 
similar usu metal receptacles e g (1) the hollow part of the gunlock in 
old guns or pistols for receiving the pnming (2) a vessel in which gold 
or a similar metal is separated from waste by washing 2 a hollow or 
depression in land (a salt ^ > 3 hardpan 4a chiefly Br the bowl of a toilet 
b chiefly NAm i in 2b [ME panne, fr OE, akin to OHG phanna pan, both 
fr a prehistoric WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr L patina, fr Gk patane. 
akin to L palere to be open - more at i-ArHOM] 

’pan vb -nn* vi 1 to wash earth, gravel, etc in a pan in search of metal (e g 
gold) 2 to yic^i metal in panning vt la to wash (earth, gravel, 

etc) III a pan b to separate (e g gold) by panning 2 to criticize severely 
infml 

’pan /pahn/ n (a substance for chewing consisting of betel nut and vanous 
spices etc wrapped in) a betel leaf [Hindi pan, fr Ski pama wing, leaf - 
more at i-frn] 

^pan /pan/ vb 'nn* i/ 1 to rotate a film or television camera honzontally 
so as to keep a moving object in view or obtain a panoramic effect 2 of 
a camera to undergo panning vt to cause (a camera) to pan 
[panorama] 

•pan /pan/ n the act or process of panning a camera, the movement of the 
camera in a panning shot 

pan- /pan-/ comb form 1 all completely ^'panchromatic'^ 2a of all of (a 
specified group) <Pan-/lmerfcan> b advocating or involving the union of 
(a specified group) (^Pan-Asian) 3 whole, general <pandcm/c> [Gk. fr 
pan, neiil of pant-, pas all, every, akin to Skt sasvat all, every, svayati he 
swells] 

panacea /.pana'sec a/ n a remedy for all ills or difficulties [L, fr Gk 
panakeia, fr pan- * akeisthai to heal, fr akos remedy] - panacean aJj 
panach^/pa'nash, pa-/ n 1 an ornamental tuft (e g of feathers), esp on 
a helmet 2 dash or flamboyance in style and action, verve [MF pennache, 
fr Olt pcnnacchio, fr LL pinnaculum small wing - more at PiNNACit] 
panada /pa'nahda/ n a thick paste of flour or breadcrumbs used as a base 
for a sauce or as a binder for forcemeat [Sp. fr pan bread, fr L panis - 
more at food] 

panama /.pana'mah/ n, often cap a lightweight hat of plaited straw 
[AmerSp panama, fr Panama, country in Central Amcnca] 
panatela, panatella /.pana'tela/ n a long slender straight-sided cigai 
rounded off at the sealed mouth end [Sp, fr AmerSp, a long thin biscuit, 
denv of L panis bread] 

pancake /'pan.kayk/ n 1 a flat cake made from thin batter and , xiked 
on both sides usu in a frying pan 2 make-up compressed into a flai cake 
or stick form 

'Pancake .Day n Shrove Tuesday as marked by the eating of pan- 
cakes 

pancake landing n a landing in which an aircrafl descends in an 
approximately honzontal position with little forward motion 
panchromatic /.pankroh'matik, -kraV adj sensitive to light of all 
colours in the visible spectrum film} [ISV] 
pancreas /'pangknos/ n a large compound gland in vertebrates that 
secretes digestive enzymes intojhe intestines and the hormones insulin 
and glucagon into the blood digestion [NL, fr Gk pankreas, fr 
pan- + kreas flesh, meat - more at raw] - pancreatic /-kri'atik/ adj 
pancreat- /’pangkri at-/, pancreato- comb form pancreas <pancreauc> 
(NL, fr Gk pankreat-, pankreas] 

pancreatic Juice /.pangkri'atik/ n the secretion of pancreatic digestive 
enzymes that is poured into the duodenum 


pancreatin /pan'kree-atin, 'pangkn-a.tin/ n (a preparation containing) a 
mixture of enzymes from the pancreatic juice 

panda /'panda/ n 1 a long-tailed Himalayan flesh-eating mammal 
resembling the American raccfx>n and having long chestnut fur spotted 
with black 2 a large black-and-white plant-eating mammal of western 
China resembling a bear but related to the raccoons endanguRID 
[F, fr native name in Nepal] 

'panda ,car n, Br a small car used by police patrols, esp in urban areas 
[fr Its ong having black-and-white bodywork] 

pandemic /pan'demik/ n or adj (a disease) occurnng over a wide area 
and alTccting an exceptionally high proportion of the population [adj LL 
pandemus, fr Gk pandemos of all the people, fr pan- + demos people - 
more at DFMAGOCiUL. n fr adj] 

pandemonium /.pandi'mohnyam. -mom/ n a wild uproar; a tumult 
[NL, abode of all demons, hell, fr Gk pan- ^ daimnn evil spirit] 
'pander /'panda/ n 1 a pimp 2 sby who encourages or exploits the 
weaknesses or vices of others [ME Pandare Pandarus, mythical Gk 
procurer, fr L Pandarus, fr Gk Pandaros] 

’pander vi to act as a pander, esp to provide gratiflcation for others' 
desires - usu ♦ to 

pandit /pundit/ n a wise or learned man in India - often used as an 
honorary title [Hindi pandit, fr Ski pan<;lita] 

Pandora's box /pan’dawr?// n a prolific source of troubles [fr the Gk 
myth of a box sent by the gods to Pandora, the first woman, which 
contained all the ills of mankind] 

pane /payn/ /i 1 a piece, section, or side of sthg, esp a framed sheet of 
glass in a window or d(X)r 2 any of the sections into which a sheet of 
postage stamps is cut for distnbution [ME pan, pane stnp of cloth, pane, 
fr MF pan, fr L pannus cloth, rag - more at vanf] 
panegyric /.pam'jmk/ n a eulogistic oration or piece of wnting, also 
formal or elaborate praise [L panegyricus, fr Gk panegynkos, fr panegyn- 
k(vs of or for a festival assembly, fr panegyns festival assembly, fr pan- + 
agyns assembly, akin to Gk ageirein to gather - more at orfuarious] - 
panegyrical adj, panegyrically adv, panegyrist /.pam'jinst, -'jie-»-/ n 
'panel /‘pani/ n la(l) a list of people summoned for jury service (2) the 
jury so summoned b(l) a group of people selected to perform some service 
(e g investigation or arbitration) <a of experts} (2) a group of people 
who discuss before an audience topics of usu political or social interest (3) 
a group of entertainers who appear as contestants in a quiz or guessing 
game on radio or television 2 a separate or distinct part of a surface- e g 
a(l) a thin usu rectangular board set in a frame (e g in a door) 
ARCHP' c ii’RF (2) a usu sunkcn or raised section of a surface set off by 
a margii t a vertical section of fabnc {skirt made with - s> 3 a thin 
flat piece u wood on which a picture is painted 4a a flat often insulated 
support (c g for parts of an elect ncal device) usu with controls on 1 face 
b a usu vertical mount for controls or dials (e g in a car or aircraft) USE 
ila(2) & lb) sing or pi in constr [ME, piece of cloth, slip of parchment, 
jury schedule, fr MF. piece of cloth, piece, prob fr (assumed) VL 
pannellus, dim of L pannus cloih] 

’panel vt -II- (NAm -I-, -II-), /panl ing/ to furnish or decorate with panels 
< ^Icd the living room} 

panel heating n space heating of rooms by means of panels containing 
a heat source 

panellist /panl-ist/ n a member of a discussion or advisory panel or of 
a radio or television panel 

'panel ,pin n a short slender nail used for woodwork 
pang /pang/ n 1 a bnef piercing spasm of pain 2 a sharp attack of mental 
anguish < — s of remorse} [ongin unknown] 

panga /pang-ga/ n a large broad-bladcd Afncan knife [native name in 
E Afnca] 

pangolin /pang'gohlm/ n any of several Asian and Afncan anteaters 
with a body covered with large overlapping homy scales [Malay pinggul- 
‘ng] 

panhandle /pan.handl/ vb, NAm to beg (from) in the street USE - 
infml [back-formation fr panhandler, prob fr panhandle, n; fr the 
extended forearm] - panhandler /-.handb/ n 
'panic /panik/ n 1 a sudden overpowenng fnght, esp a sudden unreason- 
ing terror that spreads rapidly through a group 2 a sudden widespread 
fnght concerning financial affairs and resulting in a depression in values 
[F panique, adj, of fnght caused by Pan, Gk god of woods, fr Gk panikos, 
fr Pan] - panic adj, panicky adj 
’panic vb -ck- to (cause to) be affected with panic 
'panic .button n sthg setting off a precipitous emergency response 
'panic .grass n any of vanous (forage or cereal) grasses [ME panik, fr 
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MF or L; MF panic foxtail millet, fr L pamcum, fr panus swelling, ear 
of millet] 

panicle /*panikl/ n a (pyramidal) loosely branched flower cluster or 
compound inflorescence JT plant [L pantcuJa, fr dim. of panus 
swelling] - panicled adj, paniculate /pa'nikyoobt, -,layt/ adj 
'panic-, stricken adj overcome with panic 
Panjabi /poon'jahbi/ n or adj (a) Punjabi 

panjandrum /pan'jandram/ n. pi pasJandnAis also pai^andra /-dra/ a 
powerful personage or self-important official - humor [Grand Panjan- 
drum, burlesque title of an imagmary personage in some nonsense lines 
by Samuel Foote tl777 £ actor & dramatist] 
panleucopania /.panjoohka'peenya/ n an acute usu fatal epidemic 
virus disease of cats [NL] 

panne /pan/ n a silk or rayon velvet with lustrous pile flattened in 1 
direction [F, fr OF pcnnc, panne fur used for lining, f^r L pinna feather, 
wing - more at ’pen] 

pannier, panier /'panys, 'pani-a/ n 1 a large basket, esp either of a pair 
carried on the back of an animal 2 a hoop petticoat or overskirt that gives 
extra width to the sides of a skirt at hip level 3 chiefly Br either of a pair 
of bags or boxes fixed on either side of the rear wheel of a bicycle or 
motorcycle [ME panier, fr MF. fr L pananum, fr pants bread - more at 
food] 

panoply /'panapli/ n la a full suit of armour b ceremonial dress 2 a 
magnificent or impressive array ithe fbll of a military funeral} [Gk 
panopha, fr pan- i hopla arms, armour, pi of hoplon tool, weapon ~ more 
at HOPi ite] - panoplied adj 

panorama /.pana'rahma/ n la a large pictonal representation encircling 
the spectator b a picture exhibited by bang unrolled before the spectator 
2a an unobstructed or complete view of a landscape or area b a 
comprehensive presentation or survey of a senes of events [pan- + Gk 
horama sight, fr horan to see - more at wary] - panoramic /-'ramik/ adj, 
panoramically adv 

pan out vi to turn out as specified; esp to succeed [^pian] 

'pan, pipe /*pan.piep, ,-'-/ n a pnmitive wuid instrument consisting of a 
grad jated series of short vertical pipes bound together with the mouth- 
pieces in an even row - often pi with sing, meaning [Pan, Gk god of 
woods. Its alleged inventor] 

pansy /'panzi/ n 1 (a flower oO a garden plant denved from wild violets 
2 an efleminate male or male homosexual - derog [MF pensee, fr pensee 
thought, fr fern of pense, pp of penser to think, fr L pensare to ponder 
more at pensive] 

'pant /pant/ vi la to breathe quickly, spasmodically, or in a laboured 
manner b to run panting <'-'ing along beside the bicycle} c to make a 
puffing sound 2 to long eagerly, yearn 3 to throb, pulsate ^ vt to utter 
with panting, gasp < ed /ns apologies for arnving so late} [ME panten, 
fr MF pantaisier, fr (assumed) VL phantasiare to have hallucinations, fr 
Gk phantastoun, fr phantasia appearance, imagination - more at 
fancy] 

*pant 11 1 a panting breath 2 a pufling sound 
pant- /pant-/, panto- comb form all <pant/socriC/> [MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr 
pant-, pas - more at pan-] 

pantalata, pantalettes Apanta'lets/ n pi a trouser-like undergarment 
with a ruffle at the bottom of each leg, worn esp by women and children 
in the early 19th c [pantaloons] 

pantaloon /,pant9'loohn/ n 1 a stock character in the commedta 
dell’arte who is usu a skinny old dotard weanng pantaloons 2 pi any of 
several kinds of men’s breeches or trousers, esp close-fitting t^users 
fastened under the calf or instep and worn in the 18th and 19th c [MF 
& Olt; MF Pantalon, fr Olt Pantaleone, Pantalone] 
pantachnicon /pan'tekmkm/ n, Br a large van, esp for transporting 
household possessions, furniture, etc [short for pantechnicon van, fr 
pantechnicon (storage warehouse)] 

panthaiam /'panthee-iz(d)m/ n 1 a doctnne that equates God with the 
forces and laws of nature 2 the indiscnminate worship of all the gods of 
different religions and cults; also toleration of such worship (e g at certain 
periods of the Roman empire) [F pantheisme, fr pantheiste panthast, fr 
E panthast, fr pan- -theist] - putheist n, pantbeiatic /-'istil^, pantbeia- 
tical adj, pantbciatically adv 

pantheon /'panthi*an, pan'thee-on/ n 1 a building serving as the burial 
place of or containing memonals to famous dead 2 the gods of a people; 
esp the officially recognized gods [ME Panteon, a temple at Rome, fr L 
Pantheon, fr Gk pantheion temple of all the gods, fr neut of pantheios of 
ail gods, fr pan- + theos god] 

panther /’pqntha/ a, pJ paathcra also esp collectively panther 1 a 


leopard, esp of the black colour phase 2 NAm a puma [ME pantere, fr 
OF. fr L panthers, fr Gk panther] 

pantiea /'pantiz/ n pi pants for women or children, also knickers 
pantile /^n.Uel/ n a roofing tile whose transverse section is a flattened 
S-shape building ['pan] ~ pantiled adj 
panto /'pantoh/ n, Br pantomime lb - infml 
pantograph /'pant9,grahf, -,graf/ /i 1 an instrument for copying sthg 
(e g a map) on a predetermined scale consisting of 4 light rigid bars jointed 
in parallelogram form, also any of vanous extensible devices of similar 
construction 2 a collapsible and adjustable framework mounted on an 
clectnc vehicle (e g a railway locomotive) for collecting current from an 
overhead wire [F pantographe, fr pant- + -graphe -graph] - pantographlc 
/-'grafik/ adj 

pantomime /'pant9,miem/ n la any of various dramatic or dancing 
performances in which a story is told by bodily or facial movements b 
a Bntish theatneal and musical entertainment of the Chnstmas season 
based on a nursery tale with stock roles and topical jokes 2 conveyance 
of a story by bodily or facial movements, esp in drama or dance [L 
pantomtmus, fr pant- ■+ mimus mime] - pantomimic /-'mimik/ adj 
panto.thenic 'acid /.pants'thenik/ n a vitamin of the vitamin B 
complex [Gk pantothen from all sides, fr pant-, pas all - more at 
pan] 

pantry /’pantn/ n 1 a room or cupboard used foi stonng provisions or 
tableware 2 a room (e g in a hotel or hospital) for preparation of cold 
food.', to order [ME paiietne, fr MF panetene, fr OF, fr panetier servant 
in charge of the pantry, irreg fr pan bread, fr L panis - more at 
food] 

pants /pants/ n pi \ chiefly Br an undergarment that covers the crotch 
and hips and that may extend to the waist and partly down each leg 2 
chiefly NAm trousers [short for pantaloons] 

'pants .suit n, chiefly NAm ikolislr suit 
'panty .hose /'panti/ n pi, chiefly NAm tights 
'panzer /'panza/ adj of, earned out by. or being a (WW II German) 
armoured unit [G panzer-, fr panzer coat of mail, armour, fr OF panciere, 
fr pance, panche belly - more at paunch] 

’panzer n task 2, esp a German lank of WW II 
'pap /pap/ n. chiefly dial a nipple, teat [ME pappe] 

’pap n 1 a soft food for infants or invalids 2 tthg lacking solid value or 
substance [ME] 

'papa /pa'pah/ n, chiefly Br father - formerly used formally, esp in address 
[F (baby talk)] 

’papa /'papa/ n daddy - used informally and by children 
papacy /'paypasi/ n 1 the (term oO office of pope 2 cap the system of 
government of the Roman Catholic church of which the pope is the 
supreme head [ME papacie, fr ML papatia, fr LL papa pope - more at 
pope] 

papain /pa'pay in, pa'pic in, 'paypa in/ n an enzyme in the juice of unnpe 
papaya, used to tenderize meat [ISV, fr papaya] 
papal /'paypi/ adj of a pope or the Roman Catholic church [ME, fr MF, 
fr ML papaJis, fr LL papa] - papally /'paypl i/ adv 
papal cross n a cross hav^ a long upnght shaft and 3 crossbars of 
successively shorter length symbol 

papaw // pa'paw, 2 'pawpaw, 'pah-/ n 1 papaya 2 (a N Amencan tree 
that bears purple flowers and) a yellow edible fruit [prob modif of Sp 
papaya] 

papaya /ps'pie-s/ n (a tropical Amencan tree that bears) a large oblong 
yellow edible fruit [Sp, of Amerind ongin, akin to Otomac papai] 
'paper /'paypa/ n la a sheet of closely compacted vegetable fibres (e g of 
wood or cloth) b a piece of paper 2a a piece of paper containing a wntten 
or pnnted statement, a document (^naturalization ^ s>; specif a document 
earned as proof of identity or status - oflen pi b a piece of paper 
containing wnting or pnnt c a formal wnttes composition d the question 
set or answers wntten in an examination in 1 subject 3 a paper container 
or wrapper (a sweet 4 a newspaper 5 the negotiable notes or 
instruments of commerce 6 wallpaper [ME papir, fr MF papier, fr L 
papynis papyrus, paper, fr Gk papyros papyrus] - on paper in theory, 
hypothetically 

’paper vt 1 to cover or line with paper; esp to apply wallpaper to 2 to 
give out free tickets for < the theatre for the opening night} vi to hang 

wallpaper - paperer n 

’paper adj la made of paper, thin cardboard, or papier-mdehe b papery 
2 of clerical work or written communication 3 existing only in theory; 
nominal 4 issued as paper money 5 finished with a ensp smooth surface 
like that of paper ('^ taffeta} 
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'paperback A.bak/ n a bcHik with a flexible paper binding - compare 
HARDBACK - paperback adj 

'paperboy /-.boy/, fcm 'papergirl n a boy who delivers or sells news- 
papers 

paper chase n a game in which some of the players scatter bits of paper 
as a trail which others follow to find and catch them 
paper clip n a small clip made from 2 loops of wire, used for holding 
sheets of paper together 

'paper.hanger /-.hang s/ n sby who applies wallpaper to walls 
'paperhanging /-.hang ing/ n the act of applying wallpaper 
paper knife n a knife for slitting envelopes or uncut pages 

paper money n bank notes 

paper mulberry n an Asian vanety of mulberry, the bark of which was 
formerly used in papermaking, esp in Japan 

paper nautilus n a mollusc related to the octopuses and squids, the 
female of which has a delicate papery shell 

paper over vt 1 to gloss over, explain away, or patch up (e g major 
differences), esp in order to maintain a semblance of unity 2 to hide, 
conceal 

paper tiger n sby or sthg outwardly powerful or dangerous hut inwardly 
weak or ineffectual <had to <ihow that the military commitment was not 
a ^ > 

'paperweight /-.wayt/ n a usu small heavy object used to hc)ld down 
loose papers (c g on a desk) 

'paperwork /-.wuhk/ n routine clerical or record -keeping work, often 
incidental to a more important task 
papery /'payp(3)n/ adj resembling paper in thinness or consistency ^ 
silk'} - paperiness n 

papier-mArh6\ <, .ij.yav 'mashay. nip'shay, 'paypa/ n a light strong 
moulding mateiial made of paper pulped with glue that is used for making 
btixes, trays, etc [F. lit , chewed paper] - papier-mache adj 
papilionaceous /pn.pilya'nayshds/ adf. of a (leguminous) flower having 
an irregular butterfly-shaped corolla (L papilion-, papilio butterfl) - 
more at pavii ion) 

papilla /pa'pib/ n. pi papillae /-li/ a small projecting nipple-shaped body 
part c g a a piece of connective tissue extending into and nounshing the 
root of a hair, feather, etc b any of the protuberances of the dermal layer 
of the skin extending into the epidermal layer c any of the protuberances 
on the upper surface of the tongue (F. nipple, akin to L papula pimple, 
Lith papas nipple] - papillary /pa'pibn/ adj, papillate /'papilayt/ adj, 
papillose /'papilohs/ adj 

papilloma /.papi'lohma/ n, pi papillomas, papillomata /-mata/ a benign 
tumour (eg a wart) due to overgrowth of epithelial tissue [NL] - 
papillomatous adj 

papilion /papilon/ n (any oQ a breed of small slender toy spaniels with 
large butterfly-shaped ears [F, lit , butterfly, fr L papilion-, papilio] 
papist /'paypist/ n, oflen cap a Roman Catholic - chiefly dcrog (MF or 
NL. MF papiste, fr pape pope. NL papista, fr LL papa pope] - papist adj, 
papistry n 

papoose /pa'piwhs/ n a young N Amcncim Indian child (Narraganset 
papods] 

pappus /'papas/ n. pi pappi /'papie/ a (tuft oO usu hairy appendages 
crowning the ovary or fruit in various plants (e g the dandelion) [L, fr 
Gk pappos] - pappose adj 

paprika /*papnka, pa'preeka/ n (a mild to hot red condiment consisting 
of the finely ground dried pods oO any of vanous cultivated sweet peppeis 
- compare cayfnnf pfppi r [Hung, fr Serb, fr papar pepper, fr Gk 
pepen] 

Pap smear /pap/ n a method for the early detection of cancer in which 
cells (c g from mucous membrane) are scraped off and examined under 
the microscope [George N Papanicolaou tl^62 US medical scientist] 
papule /'papyoohl/ n a small solid usu conical projection from the skin 
[L papula] ~ papular adj 

papyrus /pa'pie aras/ n, pi papyruscs, papyri /-ne/ 1 a tall sedge of the 
Nile valley 2 the pith of the papyrus plant, esp when made into a matenal 
for writing on 3 a usu ancient manuscript wnlten on papyrus [ME. fr 
L - more at paper] 

par /pah/ n la the established value of the monetary unit of one country 
expressed in terms of the monetary unit of another country b the money 
value assigned to each share of stock m the charter of a company 2 a 
common level; equality - esp in on a par with 3a an amount taken as an 
average or norm b an accepted standard; spcctf a usual standard of 
physical condition or health 4 the standard score (of a good player) for 
each hole of a golf course [L, one that is equal, fr par equal] - par 
adj 


'para Apahra/ n, pi paras, para ^ Yugoslavia at nationai ity [Turk, 
fr Per parah, lit , piece) 

*para /'para/ n, pi paras a paratrooper 

'para- /para-/, par- preria la beside, alongside / parathyroid} <para7/e/> 
b beyond (paranomiaf} (^paradox} 2 involving substitution at 2 opposite 
positions in the ben/ene nng that arc separated by 2 carbon atoms 
(paradichlorobenzene} - compare met a-, ortho- 3a faulty, abnormal 
<paracsthesia}<paranoia} b associated in a subsidiary or auxiliary 
capacity (paramedicaf} c closely resembling or related to / paratyphoid} 
[ME, fr MF, fr L, fr Gk, fr para, akin to Gk pro before - more at 
for] 

‘para- comb form parachute /paratrooper) 

-para /-p(3)r3/ comb form ( - n). p/ -paras, -parae /-n/ woman delivered 
of (so many) children //npara) [L. fr parere to give birth to - more at 
harf] 

.para-a.minoben.zoic 'acid /.para .aminohben.roh ik. a.meenoh-/ n 
the form of ammobenzoic acid that is a growth factor of the vitamin B 
complex [ISV] 

parabiosis /.parabie'ohsis/ n anatomical and physiological union of 2 
organisms [NL] - parabiotic /-bie'otik/ adj, parabiotically adv 
parable /'parabi/ n a usu short allegorical story illustrating a moral or 
religious pnnciple [ME, fr MF, fr l.L parabola, fr Gk parahole, fr 
paraballem to compare, fr para- ballein to throw - more at dfvil] 
parabola /pa'rabala/ n a plane curve generated by a point moving so that 
Its distance from a fixed point is equal to its distance from a fixed line, 
the intersection of a nght circular cone with a plane parallel to a straight 
line in the surface of the cone - compare fiiipsf, hyperboia -It 
maihfmatio [NL, fr Gk parabole, lit , companson] 
parabolic /.para'bolik/ adj 1 expressed by or being a parable 2 of or 
having the form of a parabola (motion in a curve} [(1) LL parabola 
parable, (2) NL parabola] - psrabolically adv 

paraboloid /pa'rabaloyd/ n a surface some plane sections of which arc 
parabolas - compare eli ipsoid, hvpfrbdidid ~ paraboloidal /-'loydl/ 
adj 

paracetamol /.para'seetamol, -'seta-/ n a derivative of acetanilide 
widely used as a painkiller and as an intermediate in chemical synthesis 
['para- + acet- * am\n- » -ol] 

'parachute /'para.shooht/ n a folding device of light fabne used esp for 
ensunng a safe descent of a person or object from a great height (c g from 
a aeroplane) [F, fr para- (as in parasol) f chute fall - more at chutf] 

- parachutist n 

’parachute vi to descend by means of a parachute 
Paraclete /'parakleet/ n iioiY simrii [ME Paraclit, fr MF Paraclet, fr 
LL Paracletus, fr Gk Parakletos, lit , advocate, intercessor, fr parakalein 
to invoke, fr para- • kalein to call - more at 'low] 

'parade /pa'rayd/ n 1 an ostentatious show, an exhibition <^madea ~ of 
his supenor knowledge} 2 the (ceremonial) ordered assembly of a body 
of troops before a supenor officer 3 a public procession 4 chiefly Br a 
row of shops, esp with a service road [F. fr MF, fr parer to prepare - more 
at part] 

’parade ir 1 to cause to manoeuvre or march 2 to exhibit ostentatiously 
^ 17 1 to march in a procession 2 to promenade 3a show off b to 
masquerade (myths which ~ as modem science -MR Cohen) - 

parader n 

paradichlorobenzene /.paradie.klawroh'benreen/ n a white chlon- 
nated benzene compound used chiefly as a fumigant against clothes moths 
[ISV] 

paradigm /'paradiem/ n 1 an example or pattern 2 an example of a 
conjugation or declension showing a word in all its inflectional forms [LL 
paradigma, fr Gk paradeigma, fr paradeiknynai to show side by side, fr 
para- ♦ deiknynai to show - more at niCTiON] - paradigmatic 
/.parsdig'matik/ adj 

paradise /'parodies/ n 1 often cap a the garden of Eden b Heaven 2 
a place of bliss, felicity, or delight [ME paradis, fr OF. fr LL paradtsus, 
fr Gk paradeisos, lit , enclosed park, of Iranian ongin, akin to Av 
pain-daera- enclosure, akin to Gk pen around, St to Gk teichos wall - 
more at pfri-, dough] - paradisaical /.paradi'sie-akl, -die-/ adj 
parados /'parados/ n a bank of earth behind a fortified place or trench 
[F, fr para- (as in parasol) + dos back, fr L dorsum] 
paradox /'para.doks/ n 1 a tenet contrary to received opinion 2a a 
statement that is apparently contradictory or absurd and yet might be true 
b a self-contradictory statement that at first seems true 3 sthg (e g a 
person, condition, or act) with seemingly contradictory qualities or phases 
[L paradoxum, fr Gk paradoxon, fr neut of paradoxos contrary to 
expectation, fr para- ^ dokein to think, seem - more at decent] 
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paradoxical /.para'dokstkl/ »dj 1 constituting a paradox 2 not being 
the normal or usual kind puke} - paradoxically adv, paradoxical- 

paradoxical alaap n a state of sleep that is charactenzed esp by 
dreaming, rapid eye movements, and vascular congestion of the sex 
organs 

paraatthaala, NAm chiefly paresthesia /.parees'theezya, -zh(y>a/ n a 
sensation of prickling or tingling on the skin with no physical cause 
(NL) 

paraffin /'parafm, n 1 a usu waxy inflammable mixture of hydro- 
carbons obtained from distillates of wood, coal, petroleum, etc and used 
chiefly in candles, chemical synthesis, and cosmetics 2 an alkane 3 an 
inflammable liquid hydrocarbon obtained by distillation of petroleum and 
used esp as a fuel [G, fr L parum too little ^ affuiis bordenng on, akin 
to L paucus few - more at few, affinity] - paraffinic /-Tinik/ adj 
paragon /paragan/ n a model of excellence or perfection [MF, fr Olt 
pangoae, lit., touchstone, fr paragonare to test on a touchstone, fr Gk 
parakonan to sharpen, fr para- f akone whetstone, fr ake point; akin to 
Gk akme point - more at edge] 

paragraph /'para.grahf, -.graf/ n la a usu indented division of a wntten 
composition that develops a single point or idea b a composition or news 
Item that is complete in 1 paragraph 2 a sign (e g t ) used as a reference 
mark or to indicate the beginning of a paragraph symbol [MF & 
ML; MF paragraphe, fr ML paragraphus sign marking a paragraph, fr 
Gk paragraphos line used to mark change of persons in a dialogue, fr 
paragnphem to wnte alongside, fr para- + graphein to write - more at 
carve] - paragraph vt, paragraphic /-'grafik/ adj 
parakeet, SAm also parrakeet /.para'keet, n any of numerous usu 
small slender long-tailed parrots [Sp &. MF, Sp penquito, fr MF perro- 
quet parrot] 

paraldehyde /po'raldihied/ n a synthetic drug used esp as a sedative and 
hypnotic to control convulsions 

parallax /paralaks/ n the apparent displacement or the diflerence in 
apparent direction of an object as seen from 2 different points not on the 
same straight line [MF paraJJaxe, fr Gk parallaxts, fr parailassem to 
change, fr para- > allassein to change, fr alios other - more at elsf] - 
parallactic /-laktik/ adj 

'parallel /paralel/ adj la extending in the sam^^rection, everywhere 
equidistant, and not meeting rows of trees} symbol b every- 
where equally distant (jxncentnc spheres are ^} symbol 2 being 
or relating to an electrical circuit having a number of oinductors iiv 
parallel 3 analogous, comparable [L paralleJus, fr Gk paralle/os, fr para 
beside allelon of one another, fr alios alios one another, fr alios other 
- more at para-, else] 

’parallal n la a parallel line, curve, or surface mathemaiks, 
SYMBOL b a circle or line of latitude on (a globe or map oO the earth 
SYMBOL c a sign II used as a reference mark - often pi with sing, 
meamng symbol 2 sby or sthg equal or similar in all essential 
particulars; a counterpart, analogue 3 a comparison to show resemblance 
(drew a ^ between the 2 states} 4a the state of being physically parallel 
b the arrangement of 2-terminal electncal devices in which one terminal 
of each device is joined to one conductor and the others are joined to 
another conductor - compare series 7 
*parallgl W 1 to compare 2a to equal, match (no one has my success 

in business} b to correspond to 
«parallal adv in a parallel manner 

.parallal 'bars n pi but sing or pi in constr (a men’s gymnastic event 
uung) a pair of bars supported honzontally 1.7m (Sft 7in) above t^ floor 
usu by a common base 

parallalapipad /,par3.1eli'pieped, .parale'lepiped/ n a polyhedron whose 
faces are parallelograms [Gk paraUelepipedon, fr parallelos + epipedon 
plane surface, fr neut of epipedos flat, fr epi- pedon ground, akin to L 
ped-, pes foot - more at foot] 

parallaliam /'par9leliz(a)m/ n 1 the quality or state of being parallel 2 
a resemblance, correspondence 

parallalogram /.gaplebgram/ n a quadrilateral with opposite sides 
parallel and equal mathematics [LL or Gk; LL parallelogram- 
mum, fr Ok paraJlelogrammon, fr neut of paraJlelogrammos bounded by 
parallel lines, fr parallelos gramme line, fr graphein to wnte - more at 
carve] 

paralytig /pa'ralasis/ n, pi ptralyaes /-seez/ 1 (partial) loss of function, 
esp when involving motion or sensation in a part of the body 2 loss of 
the ability to move 3 a state of powerlessness or incapacity to act [L, fr 
Ok* fr paralyan to loosen, disable, fr para- ^ lyein to loosen - more at 
lose] - ptralyaa* NAm paralyie vr, paralyaatioo /-'zay8h(a)n/ n 


'paralytic /.para'litik/ adj 1 of, resembling, or affected with paralysis 2 
chiefly Br very drunk ~ infml 
^paralytic n one suflenng from paralysis 

paramagnetic /.paramag'netik/ adj of or being a substance that in a 
magnetic field is (slightly) attracted towards points of higher field inten- 
sity [ISV] - paramagnetically adv, paramagnetism /''magna,tiz(3)m/ n 
paramecium /.para'meesyam/ n, pi paramecia /-s(h)y3/ also paramcci- 
urns any of a genus of protozoans that have an elongated body covered 
with cilia and an oblique funnel-shaped groove beanng the mouth at the 
tip [NL, genus name, fr Gk paramekes oblong, fr para- + mekm length; 
akin to Gk makros long - more at mfagre] 

paramedical /.para'medikl/ also .para'medic /-'medik/ adj concerned 
with supplementing the work of medical doctors technicians} 
parameter /pa'ramila/ n 1 an arbitrary constant whose value character- 
izes a member of a system (e g a family of curves) 2 a charactenstic, factor 
(political dissent as a ^ of modem life} [NL, fr para- Gk metron 
measure - more at measukl] - parametric /.pars'metnk/ also parametri- 
cal adj, parametrically adv 

parameter ize, -Ise, parametr ize, -isc /p3'ramit(3)ne// vt to express in 
terms of parameters - parameterization, parametrization /-'zay- 
sh(D)n/ n 

paramilitary /,par3'milit(a)ri/ adj formed on a military pattern (as a 
potential auxiliary military force) (a ^ border patrol} 
paramnesia /.param'neezi-^, -/h(i)d, -ram-/ n dua vd I [NL, fr para- 
t -mnesia (as in amnesia)] 

paramount /'paramownt/ adj superior to all others, supreme [AF 
paramont, fr OF par by (fr L per) amont above, fr a to (fr L ad) ♦ mont 
mountain - more at lOR, 'M. moiint] 
paramour /'paramooa/ n an illicit lover, esp a mistrevs [ME, fr par 
amour by way of love, fr OF] 

parang /'parang/ n a heavy Malaysian or Indonesian knife [Malay] 
paranoia /.para'noya/ n 1 a mental disorder charactenzed by delusions 
of persecution or grandeur 2 a tendency towards excessive or irrational 
suspiciousness and distrustfulness of others [NL, fr Gk, madness, fr 
paranous demented, fr para- ^ nous mind] - paranoiac adj or n, paranoid 
adj or n 

paranormal /para’nawml/ adj not scientifically explainable, supernatu- 
ral - paranormally adv, paranormality /-naw'mabti/ n 
parapet /'parapit, -pet/ /i 1 a wall, rampart, or elevation of earth or stone 
to protect soldiers 2 a low wall or balustrade to protect the edge of a 
platform, roof, or bndge " ^ architfctiirk i hlirch [It parapetto, fr 
parare to shield (fr L, to prepare) f petto chest, fr L pectus - more at 
parl] - parapeted adj 

paraph /’paraf/ n a flounsh at the end of a signature [MF, fr L 
paragraphus paragraph] 

paraphernalia /.parafa'naylya/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 personal 
belongings 2a articles of equipment b acces.sory items [ML, personal 
property of a marned woman, denv of Gk parapherna goods a bnde 
bnngs in addition to the dowry, fr para- « pheme dowry, fr pherein to 
bear - more at ‘bear] 

'paraphrase /'para,frayz/ n a restatement of a text, passage, or work 
giving the meaning in another form [MF, fr L paraphrasis, fr Gk, fr 
paraphrazein to paraphrase, fr para- ^ phrazein to point out] 
’paraphrase vb to make a paraphrase (oO - paraphrasable adj, para- 
pbraaer n 

paraphrastic Apara'frastik/ adj explaining or translating more clearly 
and amply; having the nature of a paraphrase [F paraphrastique, fr Gk 
paraphrastikos, fr paraphrazein] - paraphrSstically adv 
paraplegia /.para'pleeja/ n paralysis of the lower half of the body 
including the legs [NL, fr Gk paraplegie hemiplegia, fr para- + -plegia 
-plegia] - paraplegic /-jik/ adj or n 

.parapsychology /-sie'kobji/ n the invfstigation of evidence for the 
occurrence of psychic phenomena (e g telepathy and clairvoyance) [ISV] 
- parapeychologiit n, parapiychologicaJ /^ieka'lojikl/ adj 
paraquat /'parakwot, -kwat/ n a very poiuinous herbicide used esp as 
a weedkiller \para- ^ quaternary salt of an organic compound] 
paraaelena /.parase'leeni/ n. pi paraaclense /-ni, -me/ a bnght spot like 
a parhelion seen on lunar haloes [NL, fr para- f Gk selene moon - more 
at selenium] - paraselenic /-'lenik/ adj 

parashah /para^hah/ n a section of the Torah assigned for weekly 
reading in synagogue worship (Heb parashah, lit . explanation] 
paraait# /'parasiet/ n 1 an organism living in or on another organism 
in parasitism 2 sthg resembling a biological parasite in dependence on 
sthg else for existence or support without making a useful or adequate 
return [MF, fr L parasitus, fr Gk parasitos, fr para- + sitos gram, food] 
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- parasitic /-'sitik/ aho parasitical adi. parasitically adv, parasitology 
/-sie'tobji/ n, parasitologist n 

parasitism /'parasit:,ti2(3)m/ n an intimate association between organ- 
isms of 2 or more kinds in which a parasite benefits at the expense of a 
host - parasitize vt 

parasol /'parasol/ n a lightweight umbrella used, esp by women, as a 
protection from the sun [F, fr Olt parasolc, fr parare to shield ■» sole sun, 
fr L so/ - more at paraph, 'sot ar] 

parasympathetic /.parasimpa'thctik/ adj of, being, mediated by. or 
acting on (the nerves oO the parasympathetic nervous system [ISVj 
parasympathetic nervous system n the part of the autonomic 
nervous system that contains nerve fibres in which the neurotransmitter 
IS acetylcholine and whose activity tends to contract smooth muscle and 
cause the dilation of blood vessels - compare sympaihhic nlkvoi s 

SVSIIM 

parasympathomimetic /.para.simpathohmie'meiik. -mi-/ adj simu- 
lating parasympathetic nervous action in physiological effect [ISV] 
parataxis /.para'iaksis/ n the placing of clauses or phrases one after 
another without cixirdinating or subordinating forms (NL, fr Gk, act of 
placing side by side, fr paraUssem to place side by side, fr para- ♦ tasscin 
to arrange - more at lAcrics] - paratactic /-iik/ adj 
parathion /.par^'thie on/ n a very poisonous insecticide used esp in 
farming [para- * r/wophosphate f -on] 
parathyroid /.para'thie aroyd/, parathyroid gland n any of 4 small 
cndcK:nne glands near the thyroid gland that produce a hormone - / 
DR.LsiioN [ISV] parathyroid ady 

paratroops /'para.trcxihps/ n pi troops trained and equipped to para- 
chute from an aeroplane ['para-\ - paratrooper n 
paratyphoid /.pira'tiefoyd/ n a disease caused by salmonella that 
resembled typhoid fever and is commonly contracted by eating contami- 
natcHl food jlSV] - paratyphoid adj 

paravane /'paravayn/ n a torpedo-shaped device towed underwater by 
a ship to sever the moorings of mines 
parboil /'pah.boyl/ W to boil briefly as a preliminary or incomplete 
cixiking priKc^dure [ME parboilen, fr parhojicn to Ixnl thoroughly, fr MF 
partxvllir. fr LL perbullire, fr L per- thoroughly (fr per through) t t'ullire 
to boil, fr hulta bubble] 

'parbuckle /'pah.buki/ n a sling of rope fastened overhead that is used 
for hoisting or lowering a cylindncal object (eg a cask) [ongin 
unknown] 

'parbuckle W to raise or lower by means of a parbuckle 
'parcel /'pahsi/ n 1 a plot of land 2 'I’ack 2a 3 a wrapped bundle, a 
package [ME, fr MF. fr (assumed) V L particclla, I r L partitula small part 
more at fARricLi] 

'parcel vt -II- (NAm -I-, -11-), /'pahsi mg/ 1 to divide into parts, distnbute 

- often f out 2 to make up into a parcel, wrap often • up 3 to cover 
(e g a rope) with strips of canvas 

parch /pahch/ vt 1 to roast (c g peas) slightly in a dry heat 2 to make 
dry or scorchexJ --v; to become dry or scorched [ME parchen] 
parchment /’pahehmant/ n I the skin of an animal, esp of a shc'cp or 
goat, prepared for writing on 2 strong paper made to resemble parchment 
3 a parchment manuscnpl [ME parchemin, fr OF, mixlif of L pergamena, 
fr Gk pergamene, fr fern of Pergamenos of Pergarnum, fr Pergamon 
Pergamum, ancient city in Asia Minor] 
parclose screen /‘pahkioh// n a screen separating a side chapel from 
the main body of the church —7’ church [ME parclose, fr MF 
enclosure, end, fr fern of parclos, pp of pan lore to enclose] 
pard /pahd/ n, archaic a leopard [ME parde, fr OF, fr L pardus, fr Gk 
pardos] 

pardner /"pabdoa/ n. chiefly NAm a partner, chum [alter. « • part- 
ner] 

'pardon /'pahdn/ n 1 indukjKNcf I 2 a release from legal penalties 3 
excuse or forgiveness for a fault, offence, or discourtesy 
'pardon vt 1 to absolve from the consequences of a fault or enme 2 to 
allow (an offence) to pass without punishment [ME pardonen, fr MF 
pardoner, fr LL perdonare to grant freely, fr L per- thoroughly + donare 
to give - more at dona tion] - pardonable /'pahdn,»bl/ adj, pardonably 
adv 

pardoner /■pahd(a)na/ n a medieval preacher delegated to raise money 
by granting indulgences ['parix)n -i ^-er] 

pare /pea/ vt l to cut or shave off a (an outer surface) < - the skin from 
an applet b the outer surface of an applet 2 to dimmish gradually 
(as iO by paring < expenses') [ME paren, fr MF parer to prepare, tnm, 
fr L parare to prepare, acquire; akin to OE fearr bull, ox, L parere to give 
birth to. produce] - parer n 


paregoric /.pan'gonk/ n a camphorated tincture of opium used esp to 
relieve pam and coughing [F paregonque relieving pain, fr LL paregon- 
cus, fr Gk paregonkos, fr paregorein to talk over, soothe, fr para- v- agora 
assembly - more at grfgariuus] 

parenchyma /pa'rcngkima/ n 1 a fleshy tissue of the leaves, fruits, 
stems, etc of higher plants that consists of thin-wallcd living cells - 
compare coi.i fnchyma, sclerenc hyma 2 the essential and distinctive 
tissue of an organ or an abnormal growth, as distinguished from its 
supportive framework [NL, fr Gk. visceral flesh, fr parenchein to pour 
in beside, fr para- + eii- + chein to pour - more at ^i ound] - parenchyma- 
tous /.paran'kiematas, -ki-/ adj 

'parent /'pcarant/ n 1 sby who begets or brings forth offspnng, a father 
or mother 2a an animal or plant regarded m relation to its offspnng b 
the material or source from which sihg is denved [ME, fr MF, fr L 
parent-, parens, fr prp of parere to give birth to] - parent adj, parenthood 
n, parental /pa'rcnil/ adj, parentally adv 
'parent vt to be or act as the parent of, originate, produce 
parentage /'pcarantij/ « descent from parents or ancestors, lineage (a 
woman of noble ['parent f -age] 
parenteral /pa'rcntaral/ adj situated, occurnng. or administered outside 
the intestines [ISV para- < enteral] - parenterally /-Kajrali/ adv 
parenthesis /pa'renthasis/ n, pi parentheses /-.see?./ la an amplifying 
or explanatory word or phra.se inserted in a pa.s.sage from which, in 
writing. It IS usu set off by punctuation b either or both of the curved 
marks { or ) used in writing and pnnting to enclose a parenthesis or to 
group a symbolic unit in a logical or mathematical exprevsion 2 an 
interlude, interval [LL, fr Gk, lit . act of inserting, fr parentithenai to 
insert, fr para- i en- * tithenai to place more at 'do] - parenthetic 
/.paran'thetik/. parenthetical adj, parenthetically adv 
parenthes ize, -ise /pa'renthssic// u to make a parenthesis of vi to 
digress 

parent-teacher association n sing or pi in constr an organization 
of teachers at a schixil and the parents of their pupils, that works for the 
improvement of the school 

parergon /pa'ruhgon/ n, pi parerga /-ga/ supplementary or subsidiary 
work, work undenaken apart from one’s regular employment [L, fr Gk. 
fr par- para- + ergon work] 

paresis /pa'recsis, 'parasis/ n. pi pareses /-.see// slight or partial paral- 
ysis [NL, fr Gk, fr panenai to let fall, fr para- ^ hienai to let go, send 
- more at 'jn] - paretic /pa'rctik/ adj or n 
par excellence /pah‘reks(3)bns (Fr par cksildis)/ adj being the best 
example of a kind, without equal - used postpositively (the dictionary ^ > 
[F, 111 bv excellence] 

parfait ah’fay/ n a frozen flavoured dessert that resembles custard and 
contains a hipped cream and eggs [F. lit , sthg perfect, fr parfait perfect, 
fr L perfect us] 

'parget /'pahjit/ vt to coat with plaster, esp ornamentally - 7 building 
[ME pargetten, fr MF paijctcr to throw on top of, fr par- thoroughly (fr 
L per-) -I jeter to throw - more at -Ji i] 

'parget n plasierwork. esp in raised ornamental figures on walls 
Biiii ding 

parhelic circle /.pah'heehk/ /> a luminous circle or halo parallel to the 
honzon at the altitude of the sun 

parhelion /.pah'heclyan/ n. pi parhelia /-lya/ any one of several bnght 
spots that often appear on the parhelic circle [L parelion, fr Gk parelion, 
fr pant- ^ helios sun - moic at 'sgiar] - parhelic /-'heelik/ adj 
panah /p3'ne-.3, 'pari a/ n 1 a member of a low caste of S India and 
Burma 2 an outf'ast [Tamil paraiyan, lit , drummer] 

'Parian .ware 'pean-an/ n a fine-grained white porcelain usu used for 
making unglazed classical figures, esp nudes [Pams, Gk island, source of 
marble used in classical sculpture] 

parietal /p'ne-atl/ adj I of the walls of an anatomical part or cavity 2 
of or forming the upper rear wall of the skull [MF. fr NL panel-, panes 
wall of a cavity or hollow organ, fr L, wall] 

parietal bone n either of a pair of bones of the top and side of the 
skull 

pari-mutuel /.pan 'myoohtyixnl/ n 1 a betting pool in whi«.h those who 
bet on the winners of the first 3 places share the total amount bet, minus 
a percentage for the management 2 NAm a totalizator [F pan mutuel, 
lit., mutual stake] 

paring /'peanng/ n 1 the act of cutting away an edge or surface 2 sthg 
pared off (apple ^ s> 

.Paris 'green /'pans/ n a very poisonous bnght green powder ;hai is 
used as an insecticide and pigment [Pans, capital city of France] 
parish Fpansh/ n 1 the subdivision of a diocese served by a single church 
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or clergyman 2 a unit of local government in rural England, oAen 
coinciding with an original ecclesiastical parish [ME panssbe, fr MF 
puToche, fr LL parochia, fr LOk paroikia, fr paroikos Chnstian. fr Gk, 
stranger, fr para- ^ oik<x house - more at vicinity] 
parishioner /p3'nsh(9)n3/ n a member or inhabitant of a pansh [ME 
parisshoner, prob modif of MF parrochicn, fr parroche] 

.parish 'register n a book containing records of baptisms, marriages, 
and burials in a pansh 

'parity /"parati/ n 1 the quality or state of being equal or equivalent 2 
equivalence of a commodity pnce expressed in one currency to its price 
expressed in another 3a the property of an integer with respect to being 
odd or even <.? and 7 have the same ^ ) b(l) the state of being odd or 
even that is the basis of a method of detecting errors in binary-coded data 
(2) PARITY BIT 4 the property whereby a quantity (e g the charge of an 
elementary particle) changes from positive to negative or vice versa or 
remains unaltered dunng a particular interaction or reaction [L paritas, 
fr par equal] 

‘parity n the state or fact of having borne offspring, alsi^ the number of 
children previously borne [-parous] 

'parity .bit n a bit added to a group of bits (e g on magnetic tape) to 
correct the length of the information unit to odd or even so that a panty 
check can be made 

'parity .check n a check made on computer data by which errors are 
detected 

'park /pahk/ n 1 an enclosed area of lawns, woodland, pasture, etc 
attached to a country house and used as a game reserve or for recreation 
2a an area of land for recreation in or near a city or town b an area 
maintained m its natural state as a public property 3 an assigned space 
for military animals, vehicles, or matenals 4a a pitch where pro- 
fessional soccer is played b NAm an arena or stadium used for ball games 
[ME, fr OF pare enclosure, fr (assumed) VL pameus] 

‘park vt la to leave or place (a vehicle) for a time, esp at the roadside or 
in a car park or garage b to land or leave (e g an aeroplane) c to establish 
(e g a satellite) in orbit 2 to assemble (e g equipment or stores) in a 
military dump or park 3 to set and leave temporanly - infml <^ed /ler 
boyfriend at the bar) ^ vt to park a vehicle - parker n 
parka /'pahka/ n 1 a hooded fur garment for weanng in the arctic 2 an 
anorak [Aleut, skin, outer garment, fr Russ, pelt, fr Yurak] 
parkin /'pahkin/ n a thick heavy ginger cake made with oatmeal and 
treacle [ongin unknown] , 

'parking ,iot n, NAm an outdoor car park 

'parking .metar n a coin-operated device which registers the payment 
and displays the time allowed for parking a motor vehicle 
parkinaoniam /'pahkins(a)n,iz(9)m/ n Parkinson’s disease 
.Parkinson's di,sease /'pahkins(a)nz/ n tremor, weakness of resting 
muscles, and a peculiar gait occurring in later life as a progressive nervous 
disease [James Parkinson 1 1824 E physician] - parkinsonian /-'sohnyan/ 
adj 

Parkinson's Law n an observation in office organization: work 
expands so as to fill the time available for its completion [C Northcote 
Parkinson bl909 E historian] 

parkland /'pahk.land/ u land with clumps of trees and shrubs in 
cultivated condition suitable for use as a park 
'park.way /-.way/ n, NAm a broad landscaped road or highway 
parky /'p^ki/ adj, Br chii ly 1 - infml [prob fr 'parlr f ‘-y] 
parlance /’pahlanV n manner of speech and esp choice of words <iu legal 
[MF, fr OF, fr parler] 

'parlay /pahli/ vr, NAm to bet m a parlay [F paroh, n, parlay, fr It dial., 
pi of paroh, fr paro equal, fr L par] 

‘parlay n, NAm accumulator 3 

'parlay /"pahli/ vi to speak with another; confer; specif to discuss termS^ 
with an enemy [MF parier to speak, fr ML parabolare, fr LL parabola 
speech, parable - more at parable] 

‘parlay n a conference for discussion of points in dispute; specif a 
conference under truce to discuss terms with an enemy 
parliament /'pahbmant, also -lya-/ n 1 a formal conference for the 
discussion of public affairs 2 often cap the supreme legislative body of the 
UK that consists of the House of Commons and the House of Lords and 
is called together and dissolved by the sovereign; also a similar body in 
another nation or state law [ME, fr OF parlement, fr parler] 
parliamentarian /.pahbman'teori-dn, -men-, also -lya-/ n 1 often cap 
an adherent of the parliament during the Civil War 2 an expert in 
parliamentary rules and practice Z Bra Member of Parliament 
.parlia'mentary /.pahb'ment(a)ri, also -lya-/ adJ 1 of, appropriate to. 


or enacted by a parliament 2 of or supporting the parliament during the 
Civil War 

Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration n the 

ombudsman in the UK 

'parlour, NAm parlor /'pahb/ n la a room in a private house for the 
entertainment of guests b a room in an inn, hotel, or club for conversation 
or semipnvate uses 2 any of vanous business places <a funeral ^ ><a 
beauty — > 3 a place for milking cows [ME parlour, fr OF. fr parler] 
‘parlour adj fostered or advocated in comfortable seclusion without 
consequent action or application to affairs 
‘parlour .game n an indoor word game, board game, etc 
parlous /'pahlas/ adj full of uncertainty and danger - fml or humor 
[ME, alter, of penlous] 

Parmesan /.pahmi'zan, '— / n a very hard dry strongly flavoured cheese 
that IS oflen used grated [F pannesan of Parma, fr Parma, city in 
Italy] 

parochial /pa'rohki al/ adj 1 of a (church) pansh 2 limited in range or 
scope (e g to a narrow area or region), provincial, narrow [ME parochtall, 
fr MF parochial, fr LL parochialis, fr parochia pansh - more at parish] 
. parochially adv 

parochial church council n a predominantly lay body administenng 
the affairs of a Church of England pansh 

parochialism /p3'rohki a,Iiz(a)m/ n selfish pettiness or narrowness (e g 
of interests, opinions, or views) [parochial + -ism] 

'parody /'paradi/ n 1 a literary or musical work in which the style of an 
author is imitated for comic or satincal effect 2 a feeble or ridiculous 
imitation [L parodia, fr Gk paroidia, fr para- f aidein to sing - more at 
odf] -- parodlc /pa'rodik/ adj, parodist /‘paradist/ n 
‘parody vt to compose a parody on a poem} 
parol /'paral/ adj given by word of mouth evidence) - used in law 
[MF parole] 

'parole /pa'rohl/ n 1 a pledge of one's honour, esp the promise of a 
pnsoner of war to fulfil stated conditions in consideration of release or the 
granting of pnvileges 2 a password given only to officers of the guard and 
of the day 3 a conditional release of a pnsoner 4 linguistic behaviour - 
compare langul, PCRroRMANct 6 [F, speech, parole, fr MF, fr LL 
parabola speech - more at paraull] 

‘parole vr to put on parole - parolee /pa.rQb'lee/ n 
paronomasia /.paranoh'maysya/ n a play on words, a pun [L, fr Gk, 
fr paronoma/ein to call with a slight change of name, fr para- + onoma 
name - more at namf] - paronomastic /-'mastik/ adj 
paronymous /pa'rommas/ adj I conjuuatf 2 2 formed from a word 
in another language [Gk paronymos, U para- + -onymos (as in homony- 
mos homonymous)] - paronym /'paranim/ n 

parotid gland /pa'rotid/ n either of a pair of large salivary glands below 
and in front of the ear [NL parotid-, parous, fr L, tumour near the car, 
fr Gk parotid-, parotis, fr para- + ot-, ous car - more at 'f.ar] - parotid 
adj 

parotitis /.para'tietas/ n inflammation of the parotid glands, also mumps 
[NL] 

-parous /-p(»)ras/ comb form ( - adj) giving birth to. producing (such 
or so many) offspnng <biparous) <v/v;parous) [L -parus, fr parere to give 
birth to, produce] 

paroxysm /'parak.$iz(a)m/ n \ a fit, attack, or sudden increase or 
recurrence of (disease) symptoms, a convulsion <a ^ of coughing^ 2 a 
sudden violent emotion or action <a ^ of rage} [F & ML; F paroxysme, 
fr ML paroxysmus, fr Gk paroxysmos, fr paroxynetn to stimulate, fr para- 
+ oxynein to provoke, fr oxys sharp - more at oxygen] - paroxysmal 
/.parak'sizmol/ adj 

'parquet /'pahkay, -ki/ vt parqueted /'pahkayd/, parqueting 
/'pahkaying/ to furnish with a floor of parquetry 
‘parquet n parquetry [F, fr MF, small enclosure, fr pare park] 
parquetry /'pahkitn/ n work in the form of usu geometrically patterned 
wood laid or inlaid esp for floors 

parr /pah/ n, pi parr also parrs a young salmon actively feeding in fresh 
water [ongin unknown] 

parrakeet /.para'keet, '-,-/ n, chiefly NAm a parakeet 
parrel /'parol/ n a rope loop or sliding collar by which a yard or spar is 
held to a mast in such a way that it may be hoisted or lowered ship 
[ME perell, fr alter, of parail apparel, short for apparail, fr MF apareil, 
fr apareHUer to prepare - more at apparel] 

parricide /'parisied/ n (the act of) sby who murders his/her father, 
mother, or a close relative [L parricida A pamcidium, fr parri- (akin to 
Ok peos kinsman by marriage) -cida A -cidium - more at -cide] - 
parricidal /-'siedl/ adj 
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'parrot /'pardt/ n 1 any of numerous chiefly tropical birds that have a 
distinctive stout hooked bill, are often crested and brightly vanegated, and 
are excellent mimics 2 a person who parrots another’s words [prob irreg 
fr MF perroquet] 

‘parrot vt to repeat or imitate (e g another's words) without understanding 
or thought 

'parrot .fish n any of numerous spiny-flnned sea fishes with the teeth 
fused into a cutting plate like a beak 

parry /'pan/ vt to ward olT a weapon or blow vt 1 to ward ofT (e g a 
blow) 2 to evade, esp by an adroit answer an embarrassing question} 
[prob fr F parez, imper of parer to parry, fr OProv parar, fr L parare to 
prepare - more at parf] - parry n 

parse /pah// vt 1 to resolve (e g a sentence) into component parts of 
speech and describe them grammatically 2 to descnbe grammatically by 
stating the part of speech and the inflectional and syntactic relationships 
[L pars orationis part of speech] 

parsec /'pah.sek/ n a unit of distance for use in astronomy equal to about 
3V4 light-years physics, unit [pa/allax + second] 

Parsi, Parsee /.pah'scc, '-,-/ /i 1 a Zoroastnan descended from Persian 
refugees settled pnncipally in Bombay 2 Pahlavi [Per parsi, fr Pan, 
Persia] - Parsiism n 

parsimonious /,pahsi'mohny;is/ adj frugal to the point of stinginess, 
niggardly - parsimoniously adv 

parsimony /pahsimani/ n 1 the quality of being careful with money or 
resources, thrift 2 the quality or state of being niggardly, stinginess [ME 
parcimony, fr L parsinionia, fr parsus, pp of parcere to spare] 
parsley /'pahsli/ n an ong S European plant of the carrot family widely 
cultivated for its leaves used as a herb or garnish in cooking [ME persely, 
fr OE petersilie, fi ^issumed) VL petrosilium, alter of L petroschnum, fr 
Gk pctrosclinon, fr perros stone + selinon celery] 
parsnip /'pahsnip/ n (the long edible tapenng root oO a European plant 
of the carrot family with large leaves and yellow flowers [ME pasnepe, 
modif of MF pasnaie. fr E pasttnaca, fr pastinum 2-prongcd dibble] 
parson /'pahs(a)n/ n 1 the incumbent of a pansh 2 a clergyman [ME 
persone, fr OF, fr ML persona, lit , person, fr L] 
parsonage /'pahsamj/ n the house provided by a church for U:» par- 
son 

.parson's 'nose /'pahs(3)nz/ n the fatty extension of the rump of a 
cooked fowl 

'part /paht/ n 1a(1) any of the often indefinite or unequal subdivisions 
into which sthg is (regarded as) divided and which together constitute the 
whole (2) an essential portion or integral clement b an amount equal to 
another amount </mx 1 ^ of the powder with J of water} c(l) an 
organ, member, or other constituent element of a plant or animal body 
(2) pi pRivATF PARTS d a division of a literary work e(l) a vocal or 
instrumental line or melody in wmeerted music or in harmony (2) (the 
score for) a particular voice or instrument m concerted music f a 
constituent member of an apparatus (e g a machine), also spari pari 2 
sthg falling to one in a division or apportionment, a share 3 any of the 
opposing sides in a conflict or dispute his son's in theargumenh 

4 a portion of an unspecified tcmtonal area {took off' for unknown — s> 

5 a function or course of action performed (the government’s ~ in the 
strike} (did you take ^ in the fighting'^ 6a an actor’s lines m a play b 
ROLE lb 7 a constituent of character or capacity, a talent <a man of many 
-^s> 8 NAm 'parting 2 [ME, fr OF & OE, both fr Impart-, pars-, akin 
to L parare to prepare ^ more at pare] - for the most part in most cases 
or respects, mainly - in part in some degree, partly - on the part of with 
regard to the one specified 

‘part VI la to separate from or take leave of sby b to take leave of one 
another 2 to become separated into parts (the clouds ^ cd anu ^e sun 
appeared} 3 to become separated, detached, or broken (the strands of the 
rope -^ed> 4 to relinquish possession or control, esp reluctantly (hated 
to ^ with her money} - vt la to divide into parts b to separate (the hair) 
by combing on each side of a line 2a to remove from contact or 
association; separate (till death do us ^} b to hold (e g combatants) apart 
(ME parten, fr OF pactir, fr L partire to divide, fr part-, pars] 

‘part adv partly (a centaur is man ^ horse} 

‘part adj partiai 3 

partake /pah'tayk/ vt partook /-'took/, partaken /-'taykan/ to lake a 
part or share; participate ~ usu + in or of, fml [back-formation fr 
partaker, alter, of part taker] - partaker n 
.part and 'parcel n an essential part or element 
parterre /pah'tca/ n an ornamental garden with paths between the beds 
[F, fr MF, fr par terre on the ground] 

,part-ex'change n a method of paying for sthg whereby part of the 


payment takes the form of goods, the balance being made up in 
money 

.parthenogenesis /.pahthinoh'jenosis/n reproduction by development 
of an unfertilized gamete that occurs esp among lower plants and 
invertebrate animals [NL, fr Gk parthenos virgin i L genesis birth] - 
parthenogenetic /-ja'netik/ adj 

Parthian /'pahthyan/ adj (characteristic) of ancient Parthia [Parthia, 
ancient country of SW Asia] - Parthian n 
'partial /'pahsh(a)l/ adj 1 inclined to favour one party more than the 
other, bia^ 2 markedly fond of sby or sthg - ^ to (^ to beans} 3 of 
a part rather than the whole, not general or total (a ^ sqJution} [ME 
parctal, fr MF partial, fr ML partialis, fr LL. of a part, fr L part-, pars 
part] - partially adv 
‘partial n overtone la 

partial derivative n the denvative of a function of several variables 
with respect to any one of them and with the remaining variables treated 
as constants 

partial differentiation n the process of finding a partial denvative 
partial fraction n any of the simpler fractions into which another 
fraction may be separated and that when summed are equivalent to that 
fraction 

partiality /.pahshi'abti/ n 1 the quality or state of being partial, a bias 
2 a special taste or liking 

partial pressure n the pressure exerted by a specified gas in a mixture 
of gases 

partible /'pahtabi/ adj capable of being divided up (bequeathed a ^ 
estate} 

participate /pah'tisipayt/ vi 1 take part 2 to have a part or share in 
sthg [L participatus, pp of participare, fr particip-, particeps participant, 
fr part-, pars part ^ capere to take - more at heave] - participator n, 
participant /-pant/ n, participation /-'paysh(a)n/ n, participatory 
/pah'tisipatn/ adj 

participle /'pahti.sipl, pah'tisipl/ n a verbal form (e g singing or sung) 
that has the function of an adjective and at the same time can be used in 
compound verb forms [ME, fr MF. modif of L participium, fr particip-, 
particeps] - participial /.pahti'sipi al/ adj 

particle /'pahtikl/ n 1 a minute subdivision of matter (e g an electron, 
atom or molecule) - compare elementary particle 2 a minute quan- 
tity or fragment 3a a minor unit of speech including all uninflected words 
or all words except nouns and verbs; esp function word b affix 1 
[ME, fr L particula, fr dim of part-, /wn] 
parti-coloured /'pahti/ adj showing different colours or tints 
thread'-'^ [parti- fr obs party (variegated), fr ME, fr MF parti stnped, fr 
OF, fr ti, pp of partir to divide] 

'particular /pa'tikyoob/ adj 1 of or being a single person or thing, 
specific (the person I had in mind} 2 detailed, exact 3 worthy of 
notice, special, unusual (there was nothing in the letter of importance} 
4 of a proposition in logic predicating a term of some but not all members 
of a specified class 5a concerned over or attentive to details, meticulous 
b hard to please, exacting [ME particuler, fr MF, fr LL particulans, fr 
L particula small part] > particularity /po.tikyoo'larati/ n 
‘particular n an individual fact, point, circumstance, or detail (complete 
in every - in particular particularly, especially 
particularism /pp'tikyoobnz(3)m/ n 1 exclusive or special devotion to 
a particular interest 2 a political theory that each political group has a 
right to promote its own interests without regard to those of larger groups 
particularist n, particularistic /-'nstik/ adj 
particularize. -Ik /po'tikyoobnez/ vt to state in detail; specify ^ vi to 
go into details particularization /-ne'zaysh(3)n/ n 
particularly /pa'tikyoobli/ adv 1 in a particular manner; in detail 2 
to an unusual degree 

particulate /pah'tikyoobt/ n or adj (a substance) consisting of minute 
separate particles [L particula] 

'parting /’pahtmg/ n 1 a place or point where a division or separation 
occurs 2 parting, SAm part the line where the hair is parted 
‘parting adj given, taken, or performed at parting (a ^ kiss} 
parti pria /.pahti 'pree/ n, pi partis pris / ~ / a preconceived opinion; a 
prejudice, bias [F. lit , side taken] 

'partisan, partiian /'pahtizn/ n 1 a firm adherent to a party, faction, 
cause, or person; esp one exhibiting blind, prejudiced, and unreasoning 
allegiance 2 a guemlla [MF partissn, fr Olt partigiano, fr parte part, 
party, fr L part-, pars part] > partisan adj, partisanship n 
‘partisan, partisan n a weapon of the 16th and I7th c consisting of a 
broad blade mounted on a long shafl [MF partisane, fr Olt partigiana, 
fern of partigiano] 
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partita /pah'teeu/ n a musical suite [It. fr partire to divide, fr L - more 
at ^partJ 

partita ^pahtiet/ adj 1 divided into a usu specified number of parts - 
usu in combination <rnpartite> 2 cleft nearly to the base <a ~ leafy [L 
pamtus^ fr pp of partire] 

'partition /pah'tish(a)n/ n la division into parts b separation of a class 
or whole into constituent elements 2 sthg that divides; esp a light intenor 
dividing wall 3 a part or section of a whole - partitionist n 
‘partition vt I to divide into pans or shares 2 to divide or separate off 
by a pamuon <can we * off part of the room to use as an office"^ 
partitiva /'pahtativ/ adj of or denoting a part of a whole - partitivcly 
adv 

partiy /pahtli/ adv in some measure or degree; panially 
'partner /'pahtna/ n la either of a couple who dance together b sby who 
plays with 1 or more others in a game against an opposing side c a person 
with whom one is having a sexual relationship; a spouse, lover, etc 2 a 
member of a pannership [ME partener, alter of parcener, fr AF - more 
at coparcener] 

‘partner vr 1 to act as a panner to 2 to provide with a panner 
'partnership /-ship/ n 1 the state of being a panner, association 2 (a 
legal relation between) 2 or more joint pnncipals in a business 3 an 
association involving close cooperation 

.part of 'speech n a class of words distinguished according to the kind 
of idea denoted and the function performed in a sentence 
partridge /’pahtnj/ n, pi partridges, esp collectively partridge any of 
various typically medium-sized stout-bodied Old World game birds with 
variegated plumage [ME partnch, modif of OF perdns, modif of L 
perdic\ perdix, fr Gk perdik, perdix] 

'part', song n a usu unaccompanied song consisting of 2 or more voice 
parts with 1 part carrying the melody 

,part''time adj involving or working less than customary or standard 
hours <a yoh><^ students} - part-time adv, part-timer n 
parturient /pah‘tyooan*ant/ adj 1 about to bnng forth young 2 about 
to produce sthg (eg an idea, discovery, or literary work) - fml [L 
parturient-, partunens, prp of partunre to be in labour, ft parere to 
produce - more at pare] 

parturition /.pahtyoo'nsh(a)n/ n the action or process of giving birth to 
ofTspnng [LL parturition-, parluntio, fr L partuntus, pp of parfunre] 
partway /.paht'way/ adv, chiefly NAm to some extent, partially, 
partly 

part work n. Br a regularly published senes ef magazines devoted to I 
subject that is designed to be bound together (e g m book form) (publish- 
ing a new - on military history} 

party /'pahti/ n la a person or group taking 1 side of a question, dispute, 
or contest b sing or pi constr a group of people organized to carry out 
an activity or fulfil a function together (sent out a search ^ > 2 sing or 
pi in constr a group organized for political involvement 3 one who is 
involved; a participant - usu + to <a ^ to the transaction} 4 a (festive) 
social gathering 5 sby who is concerned in an action or activity - chiefly 
fml (a third — was involved} (is this the guilty -^7} 6 a particular 
individual - infml (a shameless old ^ } [ME partie part, party, fr OF, 
fr parttr to divide - more at ’part] 

party iina n 1 a single telephone line connecting 2 or more subsenbers 
with an exchange 2 the official principles of a political party 
party wail n a wall which divides 2 adjoining properties and in which 
each owner has a joint interest 

parvanu /'pahvanyooh/ n a person of low social position,^who has 
recently or suddenly acquired wealth or power; an upstart [F, fr pp of 
parvenir to arrive, fr L pervenire, fr per through + venire to come - more 
at FOR, come] - panrcBii, parveoue adj 

parvia also parviac /pahvis/ n an enclosed space in front of a church 
CHURCH [ME parvis, fr MF. modif of LL paradisus enclosed park 
- more at paradise] 

pat /pah/ n, pl^/'^, pahz/ a dance step or combmation of steps [F, 
fr L passus step - more at 'pace] 

pascal /pa'skai/ n the SI unit of pressure equal to the pre^ure produced 
by a force of IN applied uniformly over an area of Im’ physics, 
UNIT [Blaise Pascal 11662 F mathematician ft philosopher] 

PASCAL /paskl/ n a high-level computer language suitable esp for 
minicomputers [Blaise i^asca/] 

Pascal's triangl# /pa'skalz/ n a set of numbers arranged in a tnangle, 
each of which is obtained by adding together the numbers above it. and 
which is used to determine the coeflicients of the terms in an expansion 
made using the binomial theorem [Blaise Pascaf] 


Pasch /pask/ n the Passover [ME pasche Passover, Easter, fr OF. fr LL 
pascha, f^r LGk, fr Gk. Passover, fr Heb pesah] 
paschal /'paskl/ adj 1 of the Passover 2 of or appropnate to Easter 
pas da deux /,pah da 'duh/ n. p/ pas de deux /^, duhz/ a dance or set 
of dance steps for 2 performers [F. lit . step for two] 
pash /pash/ n, chiefly Br a hero-worshipping adolescent infatuation; a 
crush - infml <fl silly schoolgirl Aero-pash on him ~ John Fowles) [by 
shortening ft alter fr passion] 

pasha /pahsha, 'pasha/ n a man of high rank or office (e g in Turkey or 
N Africa) (Glubh Pasha) [Turk pa$a] 

Pashto /'pooshtoh/ n the language of the Pathan people lan- 
guage [Per pashtu, fr Pashto] 

paso dobie /.pasoh 'dohblay/ n (the music for) a ballroom dance in ^ 
time based on a Latin Amencan march step [Sp. lit , double step] 
pasqueflower /'pask.flowa/ n any of several low-growing plants of the 
buttercup family with large, usu white or purple, early spring flowers 
[modif of MF passefleur, fr passer to pass ^ fleur flower, fr L flor-, flos 

- more at 'bi ow] 

pasquinade /.paskwi'nayd/ n a lampoon posted in a public place [MF, 
fr It pasquinata, fr Pasquino, name given to a statue in Rome on which 
lampoons were posted] - pasquinade v/ 

'pass /pahs/ vi 1 to move, proceed 2a to go away (the panic -^ed very 
quickly} - often ^ off (his headache had - ed off by lunchtime} b to die 

- often -» on or away, euph 3a to go by, move past (waved from the car 
ivindow as she — cd> b of time to elapse (4 yean -ed before we met 
again} c to overtake another vehicle (we can - once we're round this 
bend} 4a to go across, over, or through (allow no one fo — > b to go 
uncensured or unchallenged (let her remark - > 5 to go from one quality, 
state, or form to another < - es from a liquid to a gaseous state} 6a to 
pronounce a judgment b to be legally pronounced 7 to go from the 
control or possession of one person or group to that of another (the throne 

- ed fo the king's daughter} 8 to take place as a mutual exchange or 
transaction (angry' words - ed between them} 9a to become approved by 
a body (e g a legislature) (the proposal - ed) b to undergo an inspection, 
test, or examination successfully lOa to be accepted or regarded as 
adequate or fitting (it's only a quick repair but it will - ) b to resemble 
or act the part of so well as to be accepted - usu ^ for II to kick, throw, 
or hit a ball or puck to a teammate 12 to decline to bid, bet, or play in 
a card game - vf I to go beyond e g a to surpass, exceed < - es all 
expectations} b to advance or develop beyond (societies that have — ed 
the feudal stage} c to go by, move past 2a to go across, over, or through 
< - a barrier} b to spend (time) < - ed the holidays at her sister's home} 
3a to secure the approval of (e g a legislative body) b to succeed m 
satisfying the requirements of (a test, inspection, or examination) 4a to 
cause or permit to win approval or sanction <- a law y b to accept (sby 
or sthg) after examination (I can't - this bad piece of workt} 5a to put 
in circulation < ~ bad cheques} b to transfer from one person to another 
(please - the salt} c to move or place, esp in or for a short time <-cd 
his hand across his brow} < - a rope round a tree} d to throw, hit, or 
kick (a ball or puck), esp to a teammate 6a to pronounce judicially <- 
sentence} b to utter -- esp in pass a comment, pass a remark 7a to cause 
or permit to go past or through a barner b to cause to march or go by 
in order < the troops in review} 8 to emit or discharge from a bodily 
part, esp the bowels or bladder 9 to hit a ball past (an opponent), esp in 
tennis [ME passen, fr OF passer, fr (assumed) VL passare, fr L passus 
step - more at 'pace] - in passing as a relevant digression, parenthetically 

- pass muster to be found adequate, esp m passing an inspection or 
examination - pass the buck to shift a r^ponsibility to sby else - past 
the time of day to give or exchange fnepdly greetings - pass water to 
unnate - euph 

‘pass n a narrow passage over low ground in a mountain range [ME. fr 
OF pas, fr L passus step] 

‘pats n 1 a usu distressing or bad state of affairs - oflen in come to a pretty 
pass 2a a wntten permission to move abput freely in a place or to leave 
or enter it b a written leave of absence frbm a military post or station for 
a bnef period c a permit or ticket allowing free transport or free admission 
3 a movement of the hands over or along sthg 4 the passing of an 
exanination (2 A-level -es) 5 a single complete mechanical operation 
(e g in manufactunng or data processing) 6a an act of passing in cards, 
soccer, rugby, etc; also a ball or puck passed b a ball hit to the side and 
out of reach of an opponent, esp in tennis 7 a single passage or movement 
of a man-made object (e g an aircraft) over a place or towards a target 8 
a sexually inviting gesture or approach - usu in make a pass at [partly 
fr ME passe, fr MF, fr passer to pass; partly fr 'pass] 
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passable /'pahsabl/ adj 1 capable of being passed, crossed, or travelled 
on roads') 2 barely good enough, tolerable - pauably adv 
passacaglia /.pasa'kahlya/ n an instrumental musical composition m 
moderately slow tnple time consisting of vanations usu on a ground bass 
[modif of Sp pasacaJIe] 

passage /'pasij/ n 1 the action or process of passing from one place or 
condition to another 2a a way of exit or entrance, a road, path, channel, 
or course by which sthg passes b a corndor or lobby giving access to the 
different rooms or parts of a building or apartment 3a(l) a specified act 
of travelling or passing, esp by sea or air ^a rough ^ ) (2) a right to be 
conveyed as a passenger ^secured a to France) b the passing of a 
legislative measure 4 a nght, liberty, or permission to pass 5a a bncf 
noteworthy portion of a written work or speech b a phrase or short 
section of a musical composition 6 passing sthg or undergoing a passing 
7 incubation of a pathogen (e g a virus) in culture, a living organism, or 
a developing egg 

'passage, way /•,way/ n a corndor 

passant /'pas(9)nt/ adj. of a heraldic animal walking with the farther 
forepaw raised - used postpositively {leopard ^ > [MF, fr prp of passer 
to pass] 

pass away vi 1 to go out of existence 2 to die - euph 
'pass,band /-.band/ n a band of frequencies (e g in an electronic circuit 
or a light niter) that is transmitted with maximum efficiency 
'pass, book /-,book/ n 1 a (building society) account -holder’s book in 
which deposits and withdrawals are recorded 2 SAfr a dompass 
'pass de.gree n a bachelor's degree without honours 
pass6 /'pahsay, 'pasay/ adj I outmoded 2 behind the times [F, fr pp of 
parser] 

.passed 'pawn n a chess pawn that has no enemy pawn in front of it 
on Its own dr an adjacent file 

passementerie /pas'ment(a)n/ n a fancy edging or tnmming made of 
braid, beading, metallic thread, etc [F, fr passement ornamental braid, fr 
pa\ser] 

passenger /'pasmja, -s(3)n-/ n 1 sb> who travels in, but does not 
operate, a public or private conveyance 2 chiefly Br a member of a group 
who contributes little or nothing to the functioning or productivity of the 
group (ME passager, fr MF, fr passager, adj, passing, fr passage act of 
passing, fr OF, fr passer] 

'passenger .pigeon n an extinct but formerly abundant N American 
migratory pigeon 

passe-partout /.pahs pah'tooh/ n 1 masffr ki-y 2 a strong paper 
gummed on 1 side and used esp for mounting pictures [F, fr passe partout 
pass everywhere] 

passerby /.pahsa'bie/ n, pi passersby /.pahsa/.-/ a person who happens 
by chance to pass by a particular place 

passerine /'pasa,nen/ adj of the largest order of birds that consists 
chiefly of perching songbirds (e g finches, warblers, and thrushes) (L 
passennus of sparrows, fr passer sparrow] - passerine n 
passim /pasim/ adv iilkl and riiLRF. I [L, fr passus scattered, fr pp 
of pandere to spread - more at fathom] 

passing /'pahsing/ adj 1 going by or past {a pedestnan) 2 having 
a bnef duration <a ^ whim) 3 superficial 4 of or used in or for passing 
(a ^ place in a road) 

passing note n a mekxlic but discordant note interposed between 
essential notes of adjacent chords 

passion /'pash(a)n/ n 1 often cap ■ the suffenngs of Christ between the 
night of the Last Supper and his death b a musical setting of a gospel 
account of the Pas.SK)n story 2a intense, dnving, or uncontrollable feeling 
b an outbreak of anger 3a ardent affection; love b (the object of) a strong 
liking, devotion, or interest c strong sexual desire (ME. fr Of fr LL 
passion-, passio suffenng, being acted on, fr 1. passus, pp of pan to suffer 
- more at patient] - paasional adj 

passionate /'pash(a)n 3 t/ adj 1 easily aroused to anger 2a capable of, 
affected by, or expressing intense feeling, esp love, hatred, or anger b 
extremely enthusiastic; keen <a interest in sport) - paasionatcly adv, 
passionateneaa n 

'passion,! lower /-.flowp/ n any of a genus of chiefly tropical plants with 
usu showy flowers and pulpy often edible bernes [ft the fancied resem- 
blance of parts of the flower to the instruments of Chnst’s crucifixion] 
'passion, fruit /-,frooht/ n an edible fruit from any of vanous passion 
flowers; a granadilla 

'passion .play n, often cap 1st Pa dramatic representation of the passion 
and crucifixion of Chnst 
.Passion 'Sunday n the fifth Sunday in Lent 
'Passion, tide /-.tied/ n the la.st 2 weeks of Lent 


'Passion .Week n the second week before Easter 
passivate /'passivayt/ vt to protect or make inactive or less reactive, esp 
by coating the surface of steel) - passivation /-'vaysh(a)n/ n 
'passive /'pasiv/ adj la acted on, receptive to. or influenced by external 
forces or impressions b of a verb form or voice expressing an action that 
IS done to the grammatical subject of a sentence (e g was hit in ‘the ball 
was hit’) c esp of an animal placid d of a person lacking in energy, will, 
or initiative, meekly accepting 2a not active or operative, inert b of or 
characterized by chemical inactivity, esp resistant to corrosion c not 
involving expenditure of chemical energy transport across a cell 
membrane j d relating to or being an electronic component (eg a 
capacitor or resistor) or network of components whose dharactenstics 
cannot be controlled electronically and which show no gam e operating 
solely by means of the power of an input signal (a ~ communication 
satellite that reflects radio waves) f operating by intercepting signals 
emitted from a target {a ~ homing missile) 3 offering no resistance; 
submissive surrender to fate) (ME, fr L passivus, ft passus, pp] - 
passively adv, passiveness n, passivity /pa'sivoti/ n 
^passive n the passive voice of a verb 

passive resistance n resistance charactenzed by nonviolent noncoop- 
eration 

passkey /’pahs.kee/ n mas ilk xiy 

pass .law n any of several S Afncan laws rcstncting the movements of 
nonwhites, enforcing their domicile m certain areas and requinng them 
to carry identification at all times - compare dompass 
pass off V'} 1 to present with intent to deceive 2 to give a false identity 
or character to (passed herself off as a millionairess) ^ vi to take place 
and be completed ^his \tay in France passed off smoothly - TIS) 
pass out VI 1 to lose consciousness 2 chiefly Hr to finish a pcncxi of 
(military) training 

Passover /'pahsohva/ n the Jewish celebration of the liberation of the 
Ifebicws from slavery in Egypt (fr the exemption of ihe Israelites from 
the slaughter of the first-born in Egypt (Exod 12 2.^-27)] 
pass over vt 1 to ignore in passing <I will pass over this aspect of the 
book in silence) 2 to pay no attention to the claims of. disregard (was 
passed over for the chairmanship/ 

passport /'pahs.pawt/ n 1 an otficial document issued by a government 
a as proof of identity and nationality to one of its citizens for use when 
leaving or reentering the country and affording some protection when 
abroad b as a safe-conduct to a foreign citizen passing through its 
territory 2a a permission or aulhonzation to go somewhere b sthg that 
secures admission or acceptance (education as a ~ to sucrtNS> [MF 
passeport, fr passer to pass + port port, fr L portus ~ more at ford] 
pass up vt to decline, reject 

'pass,Word /-.wuhd/ n I a word or phrase that must be spoken by a 
person bclorc being allowed to pass a guard 2 waichword I 
'past /pahst/ adf la just gone or elapsed <for the ^ few months) b 
having gone by, earlier < ^ generations) (in years ^ > 2 finished, ended 
(mntci IS - > 3 of or constituting the past tense expressing elapsed time 
4 preceding, former v ^ president) [ME. fr pp of passen to pass] 
’pastprf/7 1 ■ beyond the age of or for s. he’s - playing with dolls) 

b subsequent to m time <^half ^ J's 2b at ihe farther side of, beyond b 
up to and then beyond (drove ^ the house) 3 beyond the capacity, range, 
or sphere of (- belief) (wouldn't put it - her to cheat) - past it no 
longer effective or in one’s pnme - mfml 
’past n la time gone by b sthg that happened or was done in the past 
\’ egret the ^) 2 Ihe past tense of a language 3 a past life, history, or 
course of action, esp one that is kept secret (she has a you know) 
*past adv so .is to pass by the speaker (.children ran ^)(day’s 
crawled — > 

pasta /’pasta/ n any of several (egg or oil ennehed) flour and water 
doughs that are usu shaped and used fresh or dried (e g as spaghetti) [It, 
fr LL] 

'paste /payst/ n la a fat-ennehed dough used esp for pastry b a usu sweet 
doughy confection (almond ^ > c a smooth preparation of meat, fish, etc 
used as a spread 2 a soft plastic mixture or composition eg a a 
preparation of flour or starch and water used as an adhesive b clay or a 
clay mixture used in making pottery or porcelain 3 a bnlliant glass used 
in making imitation gems (ME, fr MF, fr LL pasta dough, paste] 
’paste vt 1 to stick with paste 2 to cover with sthg pasted on 
''paste.board /-.bawd/ n board made by pasting together sheets of 
paper 

’pasteboard adj 1 made of pasteboard 2 sham, insubstantial 
'pastel /’pasti, NAm pas'tel/ n 1 (a crayon made oO a paste of powdered 
pigment mixed with gum 2 a drawing in pastel 3 any of vanous pale or 
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light colours [F, fr It pasteUo, fr LL pastcIJus woad, fr dim. of pasta] - 

pasteUift n 

’pastel adj pale and light in colour 

pastern /'pastuhn/ n (a part of an animal’s leg corresponding to) a part 
of a horse's foot extending from the fetlock to the hoof -3“ anatomy 
[MF pasturon, fr pasture pasture, tether attached to a horse's foot] 
'pasta^Up /I 1 a piece of copy for photographic reproduction consisting 
of text and artwork in the proper positions 2 dummy 4 
pasteurization, -isatioB /.pahstyoorie'zaysh(3)n, pa-, -sUne-/ n partial 
sterilization of a substance, esp a liquid (e g milk), by heating for a short 
period [Louis Pasteur tl89S F chemist] - paatcurize vt 
pastiche /pa'steesh/ n 1 a literary, artistic, or musical work that imitates 
the style of a previous work 2 a musical, literary, or artistic composition 
made up of elements borrowed from vanous sources [F, fr It pasticcio, 
lit., pasty, fr M L pasticius, fr LL pasra] 

pasties /'paystiz/ n pi small round covenngs for a woman's nipples, 
worn esp by strippers ['pasfe] 

pastille also pastil /’pastfa)!, -stil, -steel/ n 1 a small cone of aromatic 
paste, burned to fumigate or scent a room 2 an aromatic or medicated 
lozenge [F pastille, fr L pastiUus small loaf, lozenge; akin to L pants bread 
- more at food] 

pastime /'pahs.tiem/ n sthg (e g a hobby, game, etc) that amuses and 
serves to make time pass agreeably 

pasting /paysting/ n a beating, trouncing - infml [gerund of paste, alter 
of baste] 

pastis /pa'stees/ n an alcoholic dnnk flavoured with aniseed [F] 
.past 'master n one who is expert or experienced (in a particular 
activity) [alter, of passed master] 

pastor /'pahsta/ n one having responsibility for the spintual welfare of 
a group (e g a congregation) [ME pastour, fr OF. fr L pastor herdsman, 
fr pastus, pp of pascere to feed - more at food] - pastorate n, pastor- 
ship n 

'pastoral /'pahst(9)r3l/ adj la(l) (composed) of shepherds or herdsmen 
(2) used for or based on livestock rearing b of the countryside; not urban 
c portraying rural life, esp in an idealized and conventionalized manner 
poetry') d pleasingly peaceful and innocent, idyllic 2a of or providing 
spiritual care or guidance, esp of a church congregation b of the pastor 
of a church [ME, fr L pastoraJis, fr pastor herdsman] - pastoralism n, 
pastorally adv 

’pastoral n 1 pastoral, pastoral letter a letter addressed by a bishop to 
his diocese 2a a pastoral literary work b an (idealized) depiction of 
country life c a pastorale 

pastorals /.pasta'rahli/ n an instrumental composition or opera with a 
pastoral theme [It, fr pastorale of herdsmen, fr L pastoralis] 
pastoralist /’pahst(a)r3,list/ n, Austr a fanner who keeps grazing 
animals (e g cattle or sheep) 

past participle n a paniciple with past, perfect, or passive meaning 
past perfect adj of or constituting a verb tense (e g had finished) that 
expresses completion of an action at or before a past time ~ past 
perfect n 

pastrami /pa'strahmi/ n a highly seasoned smoked beef [Yiddish, fr 
Romanian pastrama] 

pastry /"paystn/ n 1 pastf. la; esp paste when baked (e g for piecrust) 
2 (an article oO usu sweet food made with pastry ['pasre] 
pasturage /'pastyoonj, 'pahschanj/ n pasture 
'pasture /pahscha/ n 1 plants (e g grass) grown for feeding (grazing) 
animals 2 (a plot oO land used for grazing 3 the feeding of livestock; 
grazing [ME, fr MF, fr LL pastura, fr L pastus, pp of pascere to feed - 
more at food] 

’pasture vi to graze on pasture ^ vr to feed (e g cattle) on pasture 
'pasty /'pasti/ n a small filled usu savoury pie or pastry case baked 
without a container [ME pastee, fr MF paste, fr paste dough, paste] 
’pasty /'paysti/ adj resembling paste; esp pallid and unhealthy in appear- 
ance - ptttiseaf n 

'pat /pat/ n 1 a light tap, esp with the hand or a flat instrument 2 a light 
tapping sound 3 a small mass of sthg (e g butter) shaped (as iO by patting 
(M£ patte, prob of imit ongin] 

’pat vt -tt- 1 to strike lightly with the open hand or some other flat surface 
2 to flatten, smooth, or put into place or shape with light blows <Ae ^ ted 
bis bair into place) 3 to tap or stroke gently with the hand to soothe, 
caress, or show approval 
*pat adv in a pat manner, aptly, promptly 

adj 1 prompt, immediate 2 suspiciously appropriate; contrived <a ^ 
answer) 3 beamed, majtered. or memonzed exactly 
pataca /pa'tahka/ n Macao at nationality [Pg] 


patagium /pa'tayji-am/ n, pi patagla /-ji a/ a wing membrane; esp the 
fold of skin connecting the forelimbs and hind limbs of a gliding animal 
(e g a flying squirrel) [NL, fr L, gold edging on a tunic] 

‘pat-, ball n slow or feeble play (e g in cncket or tennis) 

'patch /pach/ n 1 a piece of matenal used to mend or cover a hole or 
reinforce a weak spot 2 a tiny piece of black silk worn on the face, esp 
by women in the 17th and 18th c, to set off the complexion 3a a cover 
(e g a piece of adhesive plaster) applied to a wound b a shield worn over 
the socket of an injured or missing eye 4a a small piece; a scrap b a small 
area distinct from its surroundings <da/np es on the wall) c a small 
piece of land usu used for growing vegetables <a cabbage ^ > 5 a piece 
of cloth sewn on a garment as an ornament or insignia 6 a temporary 
connection in a communications system 7 a temporary correction in a 
faulty computer program 8 chiefly Br a usu specified period (poetry is 
going through a bad ^ - Cynl Connolly) 9 chiefly Br an area for which 
a particular individual or unit (eg of police) has responsibility [ME 
pacche, perh fr MF pece, piece, pieche piece] - not a patch on not nearly 
as good as 

’patch vt 1 to mend or cover (a hole) with a patch 2 to provide with a 
patch <a ^ed pair of trousers) 3a to make from patchwork b to mend 
or put together, esp in a hasty or shabby fashion - usu »- up c to make 
a patch in (a computer program), also to make a change in (data stored 
on a computer) without following the standard routine for this procedure 
4 to connect (e g circuits) by a patch cord 

'patch, board /-.bawd/ n a board which has sets of linked sockets for 
making temporary circuit connections by means of patch cords 
'patch .cord n a wire with a plug at each end that is used to link sockets 
on a patchboard 

patchouli, patchouly /'pachooli, pa'choohli/ n 1 an £ Indian shrubby 
plant of the mint family that yields a fragrant essential oil 2 a heavy 
perfume made from patchouli [Tamil pacculi] 

'patch .pocket n a flat pocket attached to the outside of a garment 
patch up vt to bring (a quarrel, dispute, etc) to an end 
'patch.work /-,wuhk/ n 1 sthg composed of miscellaneous or incongru- 
ous parts 2 work consisting of pieces of cloth of vanous colours and 
shapes sewn together 

patchy /’pachi/ adj 1 uneven in quality, incomplete (my knowledge of 
French /s > 2 of certain types of weather appearing in patches fog) 
> patchily adv, patchiness n ^ 

pata /payt/ n (the crown oO the head [ME] - pated adj 
p8t6 /’patay/ n a nch savoury paste of sca.soned and spiced meat, fish, 
etc [F, fr OF paste, Ir paste] ^ 

patella /pa'teb/ n, pi patellae /-li/, patellas the kneecap .3"' anaiomy 
[L, fr dim of patina shallow dish] - patellar adj 
paten /'pat(3)n/ n 1 a plate holding the bread used at Communion 2 a 
thin circular metal disc [ME, fr OF patenc, fr ML & L, ML patina, fr 
L. shallow dish, fr Gk patanc, akin to L patere] 

'patent /'payt(a)nl, 'pat(3)nt, sense 5 'payt(3)nt/ adj la secured by or 
made under a patent <- locks) b propnetary <- drugs) 2a of patents 
(a lawyer) b made of patent leather <>- shoes) 3 onginal and 
ingenious as if protected by patent (a ^ way of pickling onions) 4 
affording free pa.ssage, unobstructed (a opening) 5 readily visible or 
intelligible, not hidden or obscure [ME, fr MF, fr L patent-, patens, fr 
prp of patere to be open - more at fathom] - patency /'payt(3)nsi/ n, 
patently /'pay-/ adv 

’patent /'payt(3)nt, ’pat(a)nt/ n 1 letters pateni 2a (a formal docu- 
ment secunng to an inventor) the exclusive nght to make or sell an 
invention b a patented invention 3 a pnvilege, licence 
’patent vt to obtain a patent for (an invention) - patentable adj 
patentee /,payt(3)n'tce. .pa-/ n sby to ^hom a grant is made or a 
pnvilege secured by patent 

.patent 'leather /'payt(3)nt/ n a leather with a hard smooth glossy 
surface 

patent medicine /'payt(a)nt/ n a medicine that is made and marketed 
under a patent, trademark, etc 

'patent .office /'payt(3)nt. 'pat(a)nt/ n a |ovemment office for granting 
patents 

pater /'payta/ n, chiefly Br a father - noiv usu humor [L] 
paterfamlliaa /.paytafa'milLas/ n, pi patraafunilias /.pahtrayz-/ the 
male head of a household [L, fr pater father ^ familias, archaic gen of 
famtlia household - more at father, family] 
paternal /po'tuhnl/ adj 1 fatherly benevolence) 1 received or 
inhented from one's male parent 3 related through one’s father 
grandfather) [L patemus, fr pater] - patemally adv 
patarnaMam /-,iz(a)m/ n a system under which a government or 
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organization deals with its subjects or employees in an authontanan but 
benevolent way, esp by supplying all their needs and regulating their 
conduct - paternalist n or adj, paternalistic /-'istik/ adj 
paternity /pa'tuhnati/ n 1 being a father 2 origin or descent from a 
father 

pa'ternity .test n the companson of the genetic attnbutes (e g blood 
groups) of a mother, child, and man to determine whether the man could 
be the child’s father 

paternoster /.pata'nosta, ,pah-/ n, often cap iord’s praylr |ME, fr 
ML, fr L pater noster our father] 

path /pahth/ n. pi paths /pahdhz/ 1 a track formed by the frequent 
passage of people or animals 2 a track specially constructed for a 
particular use Qardcn ^s> - compare bridi f path 3a a course, route 
</Ae of a planet} b a way of life, conduct, or thought -- through 

life wav difficult} 4 the continuous senes of positions or configurations 
that can be assumed in any motion or prexess of change by a moving or 
varying system (ME, fr OE pseth, akin to MD & MLG pad path, OHG 
pfad] 

path-, patho- comb form pathological state, disease <palho^en'> [NL, fr 
Gk, fr pathos, lit , sufTenng - more at pathos] 

-path /-path/ comb form (— «) 1 practitioner of (a specified system of 
medicine) (^naturopath) 2 sufferer from disorder of (such a pan or 
system) (jjvyc/jopath) [(1) G. back-formation fr -pathie -pathy, (2) ISV, 
fr Gk -pathes (adj) suffering, fr pathos] 

Pathan /pa'tahn/ n a member of the pnncipal ethnic group of Afghani- 
stan [Hindi Pathan] 

pathetic /pa'thetik/ lariririii 1 (a ^ hist child} b pitifui 2 <a 
^ performance} attempts to learn German} 2 marked by sorrow or 
melancholy, s-\d [./T or LL, MF pathetique, fr LL patheticus. fr Gk 
patlictikos capable of feeling, pathetic, fr paschem to espenence, suffer - 
more at pathos] pathetically adv 

pathetic fallacy n the attribution of human charactenstics or feelings 
to inanimate nature (e g in cruel sea) 

pathfinder /'pahth, fienda/ n 1 sby or sihg that explores unexplored 
regions to mark out a new route 2 sby who discovers new ways of doing 
things - pathfinding n or ndi 
pathless /'pahthhs/ adj untrod, trackless 

pathogen /'pathaifain, -jen/ n a bacterium, virus, or other disease- 
causing agent [ISV] - pathogenic /-'jenik/ adj, pathogenically adv, 
pathogenicity /-j;)'nisati/ n 

pathogenesis /.patha'jenasis/ n the origination and development of a 
disease [NL] - pathogenetic /-ja'netik/ adj 

pathologist /pa'thobjist/ n one who studies pathology, specif or\e who 
conducts postmortems to determine the cause of death 
pathology /pa'thobji/ n 1 the study of (the structure and functional 
changes produced by) diseases 2 sthg abnormal a the anatomical and 
physiological abnormalities that constitute or charactenze (a particular) 
disease b deviation from an assumed normal state of mentality or 
morality [NL pathologia & MF pathologic, fr Gk pathologia study of the 
emotions, fr path- ^ -logia -logy] - pathological /.patha'lojikl/, pathologic 
adj, pathologically adv 

pathos /'paythos/ /» 1 a quality in expenence or in artistic representation 
evoking pity or compassion 2 an emotion of sympathetic pity [Gk, 
suffenng, expenence, emotion, fr paschem to expenence, suffer, akin to 
Lith kesti to suffer] 

pathway /'pahth.way/ n 1 a path, course 2 the sequence of 
enzyme-catalysed reactions by which a substance is synthesized or an 
energy-yielding substance is used by living tissue (^metabolic ^ s> 
-pathy /-pothi/ comb form (-'/?) 1 feeling, being aett. 'ipon 
<eropathy> </c/q)athy> 2 disorder of (such a part or system) ineurop- 
athy) 3 system of medicine based on (such a factor) <osfeopothy> [L 
-patina, fr Gk -patheia, fr -pathes suffering, fr pathos] 
patience /’paysh( 3 )ns/ n 1 the capacity, habit, or fact of being patient 
2 chiefly Br any of vanous card games that can be played by 1 person and 
usu involve the arranging of cards into a presenbed pattern 
'patient /’paysh( 3 )ni/ adj 1 bearing pains or tnals calmly or without 
complaint 2 manifesting forbearance under provocation or strain 3 not 
hasty or impetuous 4 steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity 
(ME pacient, fr MF, fr L patient-, pattens, fr prp of pati to suffer; akin 
to L paene almost, penuna need, Gk pema suffenng] - patiently adv 
’patient n an individual awaiting or under medical care 
patina /'patina/ n, pi patinas, patinae /-ni/ 1 a (decorative) usu green 
film formed on copper and bronze by (simulated) weathering and valued 
as aesthetically pleasing 2 a surface appearance of sthg (e g polished 


wood) that has grown more beautiful esp with age or use [NL, fr L, 
shallow dish - more at patfn] 

patio /'pati oh/ n, pi patios a usu paved area adjoining a dwelling 
[Sp] 

patisserie /pa'tcesan. -'ii-/ n 1 pastry 2 2 an establishment where 
patissenc is made and sold [F patissene, fr MF pasusene pastry, denv 
of LL pasta dough, paste] 

Patna rice /'patna/ n a long-grained nee suitable for use in savoury 
dishes [Patna, aiy in India] 

patois /patwah/ n, pi patois /'patwahz/ 1 a provincial dialect other than 
the standard or literary dialect 2 jargon 2 [F] 
patr-, patri-, patro- comb form father /patronymic) \patr-. patn- fr L, fr 
patr-, pater, patr-, patro- fr Gk, fr patr-, pater - more at father] 
patrial /'paytn al/ n sby who has a legal right to reside in the UK because 
one of his/her parents or grandparents was bom there [ML patnahs (adj) 
of one's fatherland, fr L patria fatherland - more at expatriate] - patrial 
adj, patriality /.paytn'abti/ n 

patriarch /'paytaahk, 'pat-/ n la any of the biblical fathers of the 
human race or of the Hebrew people b a man who is father or founder 
(e g of a race, science, religion, or class of people) c(l) the oldest member 
or representative of a group (2) a venerable old man d a man who is head 
of a patriarchy 2a any of the bishops of the ancient or Orthodox sees of 
Constantinople. Alexandna, Antioch, and Jerusalem b the head of any 
of vanous Eastern churches [ME patnarche, fr OF, fr I L patnarcha, fr 
Gk patnarches, fr patna lineage (fr patr-, pater father) + -arches -arch 
- more at father] - patriarchal /-‘ahkl/ adj 

patriarchal cross n a cross having two honzontal crossbars, the lower 
crossbar being long^ than the upper, and intersecting the upnght at or 
above its middle - ^ symbol 

patriarchate /.paytn'ahkat, -kayt, ,patn/ n the (duration oO office or 
jurisdiction of a patnarch 

patriarchy /'paytri.ahki, 'patn-/ n a system or an instance of social 
organization marked by the supremacy of the father in the clan or family, 
the legal dependence of wives and children, and the reckoning of descent 
and inheritance in the male line 

patrician /p'tnsh(a)n/ n 1 a member of any of the onginal citizen 
families of ancient Rome 2t sby of high birth, an anstocrat b sby of 
breeding and cultivation [ME patncion, fr MF patncien, fr L patricius, 
fr patres senators, fr pi of pater father - more at lAniER] - patrician 
adj 

patriciate /pa'tnshi at, -,ayt/ n sing or pi in constr a patncian class 
patricide /'patn,sied/ n (the act oO sby who kills his/her father [L 
patricida & patncidium, fr patr- ♦ -cida & -cidium - more at -ctde] - 
patricidaf 'siedl/ adj 

patrilin^a' /.patn'lini al/ adj relating to or tracing descent through the 
paternal line 

patrimony /’patnmani/ n la property inhented from one's father or 
ancestor b sthg denved from one's father or ancestors, a hentage 2 an 
estate or endowment belonging to a church [ME patnmonie, fr MF, fr 
L patnmonium, fr patr-, pater father] - patrimonial /-'mohnFal/ adj 
patriot /'paytn at, 'patn-/ n one who loves and zealously suppons 
his/her country [MF patnote, fr LL patnota, fr Gk patriots, fr patnos 
of one's father, fr patr-, pater father] - patriotism n, patriotic /-'ot:k/ adj, 
patriotically adv 

patristic /pa'tnstik/, patristical /-kl/ adj of the church fathers or their 
wntings 

'patrol 'pa'trohl/ n la traversing a distnet or beat or going the rounds 
of a garrison or camp for observation or the maintenance of secunty b 
sing or pi in constr a detachment of men employed for reconnaissance, 
secunty, or combat 2 sing or pi in constr a subdivision of a scout troop 
or guide company that has 6 to 8 members 
’patrol vb -II- to carry out a patrol (oO (F patrouiller, fr MF, to tramp 
round in the mud, fr patte paw - more at pattfn] - patroller n 
pa'trol .car /I a usu high-performance car used by police to patrol esp 
motorways 

pa'trolman /-man/ n, NAm a policeman assigned to a beat 
pa'trol .wagon n, NAm an enclosed van used by police to carry 
prisoners 

patron /'paytran; sense 6 pa'tronh/, fern patroaeaa /'paytranas, -'nes/ n 
la sby chosen, named, or honoured as a special guanhan, protector, or 
supporter b a wealthy or influential supporter of an artist or writer 2 sby 
who uses his/her wealth or influence to help an individual, institution, or 
cause 3 customer 1 4 the holder of the right of presentation to an 
English ecclesiastical benefice 5 a master in ancient times who freed his 
slave but retained some nghts over him/her 6 the proprietor of an 
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ottblithment (e g in inn), esp in France [ME, fr MF, fr ML A L; ML 
patronus patron saint, patron of a benefice, pattern, fr L, defender, fr 
pair-, pater, (6) F, fr MF) 

patronage /'patranij/ n 1 advowson 2 the support or influence of a 
patron 3 the granting of favours in a condescending way 4 business or 
activity provided by patrons S the power to appoint to government 
jobs 

patrondza, -iae /'patramez/ vt 1 to act as patron of 2 to adopt an air 
of condescension towards 3 to be a patron of - patronizingly adv 
.patron 'saint n a saint regarded as having a particular person, group, 
church, etc under his/her special care and protection 
patronymic /.patra'nimik/ n a name derived from that of the father or 
a paternal ancestor, usu by the addition of an affix [LL patronymicum, 
fr neut of patronymicus of a patronymic, fr Gk paironymikos, fr 
patronymia patronymic, fr patr- + onyma name - more at name] - 
patronymic iuJj 

patsy /'patsi/ n, NAm one who is duped or victimized, a sucker - mfml 
[perh fr It pazzo fool] 

pattan /'patn/ n a sandal or overshoe set on a wooden sole or metal 
device to elevate the foot [ME patm, fr MF. fr patte paw. hoof, fr 
(assumed) VL patta, of imit origin] 

'pattar /’pats/ vb to say or talk glibly and volubly [ME patren, fr 
patemoater] - patterer n 

*|Mttar n 1 cant 2 the sales talk of a street hawker 3 empty chattenng 
talk 4a the rapid-fire talk of a comedian b the talk with which an 
entertainer accompanies his/her routine 
*pattar n l to strike or tap rapidly and repeatedly <fam ed against the 
window paney 2 to run with quick light-sounding steps ^ vf to cause to 
patter [freq of ’par] - patter n 

'pattern /'pat(a)n/ n 1 a form or model proposed for imitation; an 
example 2 a design, model, or set of instructions for making things <a 
dress 3 a model for making a mould into which molten metal is 
poured to form a casting 4 a specimen, sample 5 a usu repeated 
decorative design (e g on fabric) 6 a natural or chance configuration (a 
frost ) (the ~ of events) 7 the grouping on a target by bullets, bombs, 
etc 8 the flight path presenbed for an aircraft coming in for a landing 
[ME patron, fr MF, fr ML patronus] 

^pattern vt 1 to make or model according to a pattern 2 to decorate with 
a design 

patty /pati/ n la little pie or pasty 2 NAm a small flat cake of chopped 
food (a hamburger ^ > [F pat€\ ^ 

patulous /patyoolas/ adj spreading widely from a centre (a tree with ^ 
branches) [L patulus, fr parere to be open - more at fathom] - 

patnlonsly adv, patulouiness n 

paucity /'pawsoti/ n 1 smallness of number 2 smallness of quantity; 
scarcity USE fml [ME paucite, fr MF or L, MF pauate, fr L paucitat-, 
paucitas, fr paucus little - more at few] 

Pauli axclusion principle /'powh/ n exciusion principle [Wolf- 
gang Pauh tl958 US (Austnan-born) physicist] 

Pauline /'pawlien/ adj of the apostle Paul, his epistles, or their doctnnes 
or theology [ML pauhnus, fr L Paulus Paul t zh 67 Chnstian apostle, fr 
Gk Paulos] 

Paul Jones /.pawl 'johnz/ n a dance dunng which the couples change 
partnen [prob fr John Paul Jones tl792 US naval officer] 
paulownia /pawlohniV n a Chinese tree of the figwort family with 
fragrant violet flowers [NL, genus name, fr Anna Paulovna tl86S Russ 
princess] 

^.paunch /pawnch/ n la the belly b a potbelly 2 the rumen [ME,frMF 
panebe, fr L pantic-, pantex] 
paunchy /'pawnchi/ adj having a potbelly 

pauper /pawpo/ n a very poor person; specif sby supported by chanty 
or from public funds [L, poor - more at few] - pauperism n 
pauper-lze, -isc /*pawpa,riez/ vt to reduce to poverty or destitution 
'pauaa /pawz/ ii l a temporary stop 2 a caesura 3 temporary inaction, 
ogM caused by uncertainty; hesitation 4 the sign denoting a fermata 
MUSIC [ME, fr L pausa, fr Gk pausts, fr pauetn to stop; akin to Gk 
paula rest] 

"pauae vi l to stop temporanly 2 to linger for a time 
pavana also pavan /po'van, po'vahn, 'pavan/ n (music for or havmg the 
slow duple rhythm of) a stately court dance by couples [MF pavane, fr 
OSp pavana, fr Olt] 

pave /payv/ vr 1 to lay or cover with material (e g stone or concrete) to 
form a firm level surface for walking or travelling on 2 to serve as a 
covering or pavement of (palaces ~d with marble) [ME paven, fr MF 
paver, fr L pavire to strike, stamp; akin to OHO ufurian to castrate, L 


putare to prune, reckon, think, Gk paiein to strike] - paver n - pave the 
way to prepare a smooth easy way; facilitate development 
pavA /'pavay/ n or adj (a setting in which jewels are) set closely together 
to conceal a metal base [n F, fr pp of paver to pave; adj fr n] 
paved /payvd/ adj covered with a pavement 
pavement /'payvmant/ n a paved surface; e g a chiefly Br a surfaced 
walk for pedestnans at the side of a road b NAm the artificially covered 
surface of a road [ME, fr OF. fr L pavimentum, fr pavire] 
'pavement .artist n sby who draws coloured pictures on the pavement 
in the hope that passersby will give him/her money 
'pavilion /po'vilyan, -li-an/ n 1 a large often sumptuous tent 2 a part of 
a building projecting from the rest 3a a light sometimes ornamental 
structure in a garden, park, etc b a temporary structure erected at an 
exhibition by an individual exhibitor 4 the lower faceted part of a cut gem 
below the girdle 5 chiefly Br a permanent building on a sports ground, 
specif a cncket ground, containing changing rooms and often also seats 
for spectators [ME pavilon, fr OF pavallon, fr L papilion-, papilio 
butterfly, akin to OHG fifaltra butterfly, Lith peteliSke flighty] 
^pavilion vt to provide with or put in a pavilion 
'paving .stone /payving/ n a thin rectangular stone or concrete block 
used for paving 

pavior, paviour /'payvya/ n, Br a person or machine that paves [ME 
pavier, fr paven to pave] 

'paw /paw/ n 1 the (clawed) foot of a hon, dog, or other (quadruped) 
animal 2 a human hand - infml, chiefly humor [ME, fr MF poue] 
'paw vt 1 to feel or touch clumsily, rudely, or indecently 2 to touch or 
stnke at with a paw 3 to scrape or stnke (as lO with a hoof '^vi 1 to beat 
or scrape sthg Us >0 with a hoof 2 to touch or stnke with a paw 
pawky /'pawki/ adj, chiefly Br artfully shrewd, esp in a humorous way, 
canny [obs E dial pawk (tnck)] 

pawl /pawl/ n a pivoted tongue or sliding bolt on one part of a machine 
that IS adapted to fall into notches on another part (e g a ratchet wheel) 
so as to pcnnit motion in only 1 direction [perh modif of D pa7 pawl] 
'pawn /pawn/ n 1 sthg delivered to or deposited with another as a pledge 
or security (e g for a loan) 2 the state of being pledged - usu ^ m [ME 
paun, modif of MF pan] 

'pawn vt to deposit in pledge or as secunly 

'pawn n 1 any of the 8 chessmen of each caiour of least value that have 
the power to move only forwards usu 1 square at a time and to capture 
only diagonally forwards, and that may be promoted to any piece except 
a king upon reaching the opposite side of the board 2 sby or sthg that 
can be used to further the purposes of another [ME pawn, fr MF poon, 
ft ML pedom, pedo foot soldier, fr LL, one with broad feet, fr Lped-, pes 
foot - more at foot] 

'pawn, broker /-,brohk3/ n one who lends money on the security of 
personal property pledged in his/her keeping - pawnbroking n 
'pawnshop /-.shop/ n a pawnbroker’s shop 
pawpaw /'paw.paw/ n papaw 2 

pax /paks/ n 1 a tablet decorated with a sacred figure (e g of Chnst), 
ceremonially kissed by participants at mass 2 kiss or place 3 peace 
[ME, fr ML, fr L, peace - more at place] 

'pay /pay/ vb paid, (7) paid also payed /payd/ vt la to make due return 
to for services done or property received b to engage for money, hire (you 
couldn't ^ me to do that) 2a to give in return for goods or service 
wages) b to discharge indebtedness for; settle (^ a bilf) c to make a 
disposal or transfer of (money) money into the bank) 3 to give or 
forfeit in reparation or retribution < the penalty) 4a to make compensa- 
tion for b to requite according to what is deserved him back) (-^ her 
out) S to give, offer, or make willingly or as fitting ('^ attention) ('^ 
heed) 6a to be profitable to; be worth the expense or effort to (it ^ s 
shopkeepers to stay open late) b to bnng in as a return (an investment 
^ing 5 per cent) 7 to slacken (e g a rope) and allow to run out - usu 
•I out ^ PI 1 to discharge a debt or obligation 2 to be wonh the expense 
or effort (it to advertise) [ME payefi, fr OF pater, fr L pacare to 
pacify, fr pac-, pax peace] - payer n, payee /pay'ce/ n 
'pay o 1 the status of being paid by an employer; employ (was in the ^ 
of the enemy) 2 sthg paid as a salary or wage 
'pay adj 1 containing or leading to sthg valuable 2 equipped with a coin 
slot for receiving a fee for use (a phone) 3 requinng payment 
*pay vt payed also paid to coat with a waterproof composition [obs F peier, 
fr L picart, fr pic<, pix pitch] 
payable /'payabl/ adj that may. can. or must be paid 
,pay>aa*you>aarn n a system of deducting income tax from pay before 
an employee receives it 
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'pay,b#d A, bed/ n a hospital bed the use of which is paid for by the 
occupant rather than by the state 

'pay.day /-.day/ n a regular day on which wages arc paid 
'pay.load /'.lohd/ n 1 the revenue-producing load that a vehicle of 
transport can carry 2 the explosive charge earned in the warhead of a 
missile 3 the load (eg instruments) earned in a spacecraft relating 
directly to the purpose of the flight as opposed to the load (e g fuel) 
necessary for operation 

'pay, master /-.mahsta/ n an officer or agent whose duty it is to pay 
salanes or wages 

.paymaster 'general n, often cap PAG a Bntish government minister 
who IS often made a member of the cabinet and entrusted with special 
functions 

‘payment /-mant/ n 1 the act of paying 2 sthg that is paid 3 a 
recompense (e g a reward or punishment) 

'pay.off A, of/ n 1 a profit or reward, esp received by a player in a game 
2 a decisive fact or factor resolving a situation or hnnging about a 
definitive conclusion 3 the climax of an incident or chain of events, specif, 
chiefly NAm the denouement of a narrative - infml 
pay off vt 1 to give all due wages to, esp to pay in full and discharge (an 
employee) 2 to pay (a debt or a creditor) in full ^ v/ to yield returns (if 
was a nsk but it paid ofT) 

payola /pay'ohia/ n an undercover or indirect payment for unofficial 
promotion of a commercial product [prob alter, of payoff^ 

'pay-.out n (the act of making) a usu large payment of money - mfml 
'pay-, packet n. Br (an envelope containing) sby's wages 
'pay.roll A,rohl/ n 1 a list of those entitled to be paid and of the amounts 
due to each 2 the sum necessary to pay those on a payroll 3 sing or pi 
in conslr the people on a payroll 

'pay, slip /-.sbp/ n, R* a wntten statement of one's gross pay, allowances, 
deductions, and net pay 
pay up vb to pay in full 

PCB n POLYCHLORINATED BIPHFNYL 

P'Celtic n the division of the Celtic languages that includes Welsh, 
Cornish, and Breton [fr the development in these languages of the 
phoneme p from Indo-European qu] 

pea /pee/ n, pi peas also pease /peez; also pees/ la (a leguminous 
climbing plant that bears) an edible rounded protein-nch green seed b pi 
the immature pods of the pea with their seeds 2 any of various leguminous 
plants related to or resembling the pea - usu with a qualifying term 
(chick-pea) (sweet ^ > [back-formation fr pease (taken as a pi), fr ME 
pese, fr OE pise, fr L pisa, pi of pisum, fr Gk pison] 
peace /pees/ n 1 a state of tranquillity or quiet e g a freedom from civil 
disturbance b public order and secunty maintained by law or custom (a 
breach of the 2 freedom from disquieting or oppressive thoughts or 
emotions ('^ of mind) 3 harmony in personal relations 4a mutual 
concord between countnes b an agreement to end hostilities 5 - used 
intei^ectionally as a command or request for silence or calm or as a 
greeting or farewell [ME pees, fr OF pais, fr L pac-, pax, akin to L pacisci 
to agree - more at PAcr] - at peace in a state of concord or tranquil- 
lity 

peactable /pceadbl/ adj la disposed to peace, not inclined to dispute 
or quarrel b quietly behaved 2 free from strife or disorder - peaceable- 
ness n, peaceably adv 

'peaca .corps n a body of trained volunteer personnel sent by the US 
government to assist developing nations 
'paacaful /-f(a)l/ adj 1 peaceable 1 2 untroubled by conflict, agita- 
tion. or commotion; quiet, tranquil 3 of a stale or time of peace - 

peaceftilly adv, peaceftilness n 

paacaful coaxiatanca n a sute m which countries with d- ’•cm 
ideologies live together in peace rather than in constant hostility 
'paaca .offaring n sthg given or done to produce peace or reconcili- 
ation 

'paaca .pipa n a calumet 

'paaca .aign n a sign made by holding the palm outwards and forming 
a V with the index and middle fingers, used to indicate the desire for 
peace - compare v sign 

'paaca.tima /-,tiem/ n a time when a nation is not at war 
'paach /peech/ n I (a low spreading tree of the rose family that grows 
in temperate areas, has sulkless usu pink spring flowers, and bears) an 
edible fruit with a large stone, thin downy sbn, and sweet white or yellow 
flesh 2 light yellowish pink 3 a particularly excellent person or thing; 
specif an unusually attractive girl or young woman - mfml (ME peche, 
fr MF (the fruit), fr LL persica, fr L perstcum, fr neut of persicus Persian, 
fr Persia] 


*peach vi to turn informer ed on his accomplices) [ME pechen, short 
for apechen to accuse, fr (assumed) AF apecher, fr LL impedicare to 
fetter, enUngle - more at impeach] 

peacock /'peekok/ n a male peafowl with very large tail feathers that are 
usu tipped with eyelike spots and can be erected and spread in a fan 
shimmenng with indescent colour; broadly a peafowl [ME pecok, fr pe- 
(fr OE pea peafowl) ^ cok cock; akin to OHG p/awo peacock, both fr a 
prehistonc WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr L pavon-, pavo peacock] 
.peacock 'blue n lustrous greenish blue 
peacock butterfly n a butterfly with large eyespots on the wings 
'pea.fowl /-.fowl/ n a very large ornamental ground-living pheasant of 
SE Asia and the E Indies \pea- (as in peacock) ^ fowl] 

.pea 'green n light yellowish green 

'pea.hen /-.hen/ n a female peafowl [ME pehenne, frpe-^ henne 
hen] 

'pea .jacket n a heavy woollen double-breasted jacket worn esp by sailors 
[by folk etymology fr D pijjekker, fr pij, a kind of cloth + jekker 
jacket] 

'peak /peek/ vi to grow thin or sickly [ongin unknown] 

*peak n 1 a projecting part on the front of a cap or hood 2 a shaig_or 
pointed end 3a (the top oO a hill or mountain endmg in a pomt 
GEOGRAPHY b Sthg resembling a mountain peak 4a the upper aftermost 
comer of a 4-comered forc-and-afl sail dT ship b the narrow part of 
a ship's bow or stem 5a the highest level or greatest degree b a high point 
in a course of development, esp as represented on a graph [perh alter, of 
pike] 

*peak VI to reach a maximum 

*peak adj at or reaching the maximum of capacity, value, or activity (the 
factory reached -- productivity) ('^ traffic hours) 

'peaked /peekt/ adj having a peak, pointed > peakedneis n 
^peaked adj peaky 

peak load n maximum demand or density (e g of electncity or traf- 
fic) 

peak time n the time of greatest demand for some service (e g television 
programnies) 

peaky /'peeki/ adj looking pale and wan, sickly ['peak ‘-y] 

'peal /peel/ n la a complete set of changes on a given number of bells b 
a set of bells tuned to the notes of the major scale for change ringing 2 
a loud prolonged sound <‘«s of laughter) [ME, appeal, summons to 
church, short for appel appeal, fr appelen to appeal] 

’peal VI to give out peals ^ vt to utter or give forth loudly 
peanut /'peenut/ n 1 (the pod or oily edible seed oO a low-branching 
widely wjltivated leguminous plant with showy yellow flowers and pods 
containii»e ' to 3 seeds that npen in the earth 2 pi a tnfling amount - 
mfml 

pear /pea/ n (a tree of the rose faimly that bears) a large fleshy edible fruit 
wider at the end furthest from the stalk [ME pere. fr OE pern, fr L 
pinim] 

'pearl /puhl/ n la a dense usu milky white lustrous mass of 
mother-of-pearl layers, formed as an abnormal growth in the shell of some 
molluscs, esp oysters, and used as a gem b mother-of-pearl 2 sby or sthg 
very rare or precious [ME per/e, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL pemula, dim. 
of L perna haunch, sea mussel; akin to OE fiersn heel. Gk ptemd] 
’pearl vt 1 to set or adorn (as lO with pearls 2 to form into small round 
grams ^ v? 1 to form drops or beads like pearls 2 to fish or search for 
pcarK - pearler n 

’pearl adj la of or resembling pearl b made of or adorned with pearls 2 
having medium-sii ed grains barley) 

*pearl /puhl/ vt at n. Br (to) picot [alter of purl] 
pearl millet n a tall cereal grass grown in Afhca, Asia, and S USA for 
its edible seeds and for forage 

'pearl,wort /-.wuht/ n any of several very small plants of the pink family 
with usu minute white or green flowers 
'pearly Apuhli/ adj resembling, containing, or decorated with pearls or 
mother-o^pearl 

’pearly n, Br la button made of mother-of-pearl 2 a member of certain 
cockney families who are traditionally costermongers and entitled to wear 
a special costume covered with pearlies 
pearmain /'peajnayn/ n any of various eating apples [ME permayn, a 
type of pear, fr OF permain, perh fr L Parmensis of Parma, city in 
Italy] 

uneducated person of low social status [ME paissaunt, fr MF paisant, fr 
OF, fr pars country, fr LL pagensis inhabitant of a district, fr L pagus 
distnet - more at pagan] - peaaaatry /-tn/ n sing or pi tn coostr 
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peaM /peez; mJso pees/ n, chiefly Br pea 1 a - archaic except in attributive 
use pudding') 

paaaecod, petMod /'peezkod/ n a pea pod [ME pesecod, fr pese pease 
^ cod bag, husk - more at codpiece] 

'paa.ahootar A.shooht9/ n a toy blowpipe for shooting peas 
.paa-'aoupar /soohpo/ also pea soup n a heavy fog 
paat /peet/ n (a piece oO partially carbonized vegetable tissue formed by 
partial decomposition in water of vanous plants (e g mosses), found in 
large bogs, and used esp as a fuel for domestic heating and as a fertilizer 
[ME pete, fr ML pete] - peaty adj 
'peat .moss n sphagnum 

peavey, peavy /pecvi/ n, NAm cant hook [prob fr the name 
Peavey] 

'pabbla/'pebl/ii 1 a small usu rounded stone, often worn smixith by the 
action of water 2 rock crystal [ME pobble, fr OE papolstan, fr papol- 
(prob imit) + stan stone] - pebbly adj 
*pabbla vt to pave or cover with (sthg resembling) pebbles 
'pabble.dash /-.dash/ n a finish for extenor walls consisting of small 
pebbles embedded in a stucco base 

pecan /pi'kan. 'peekan/ n (the smooth oblong thin-shelJed edible nut oO 
a large hckory tree with roughish bark and hard but brittle wcx)d [of 
Algonquian ongin; akin to Ojibwa pagan, a hard-shelled nut] 
peccable Apekabl/ adj prone to sin [MF. fr L peccare] 
peccadillo Apek»'diloh/ n, pi peccadilloes, peccadillos a slight or tnfling 
offence [$p pecadtllo, dim of pecado sin. fr L peccatum, fr neut of 
pe(x:atus, pp of peccare] 

peccant /pekant/ adj guilty, sinning [L peccant-, peccans, prp of 
peccare to stumble, sin] - peccancy n, peccantly adv 
peccary Apekan/ n either of 2 largely nocturnal social Amencan 
mammals resembling the related pigs [of Canban ongin. akin to Chaima 
paquera peccary] 

'peck /pek/ n a unit of volume or capacity equal to 2gall (about ^ II) 

UNIT [ME pek, fr OF] 

’peck vt la to stnke or pierce (repeatedly) with the beak or a pointed tool 
b to make by pecking a hole) c to kiss perfunctonly 2 to pick up 
with the beak ^vi 1 to stnke, pierce, or pick up sthg (as lO with the beak 

2 to eat reluctantly and m small bites < '' at food) [ME pecken, alter 
of piken to pierce - more at 'pick] 

’peckn 1 an impression or hole made by pecking 2 a quick sharp stroke 

3 a quick perfunctory kiss 

«peck VI, of a horse to stumble on landing from a jump [alter of *pick (to • 
pitch)] 

pecker /’peka/ n 1 chiefly Br courage - in keep one's pecker up. infml 
2 NAm a penis - vulg ['peck '-er] 

'pecking .order /'peking/, peck order n 1 the natural hierarchy within 
a flock of birds, esp poultry, in which each bird pecks another lower in ^ 
the scale without fear of retaliation 2 a social hierarchy 
peckish Apekish/ adj, chiefly Br agreeably hungry -- infml [^peck * 
‘ish] 

pecten /'pekt(a>n/ n, pi (/) pectincs /-eez/, pectens, (2) pectens 1 a 
comblike body part 2 ‘scallop 1 [NL pectin-, pecten, fr L, comb, 
scallop] 

pectin /'pektin/ n any of vanous water-soluble substances that bind 
adjacent cell walls in plant tissues and yield a gel which acts as a setting 
agent in jams and fruit jellies (F pectine, fr pectique pectic, fr Gk pektikos 
coagulating, fr pegnynai to fix. coagulate - more at pact] - pectic adj 
pectinate Apektinayt/, pectinated adj having narrow parallel projec- 
tions or divisions suggestive of the teeth of a comb <>->' antennae) [L 
pectinatus, fr pectin-, pecten comb; akin to Gk kten-, kteis comb, L 
pecten to comb - more at fee] > pectination /-'naysh(9)n/ n 
pectoral /’pcki(a)ral/ adj of, situated in or on. or worn on the chest [MF 
or L; MF. fr L pectoralis, fr pector-, pectus breast] 
pectoral cross n a cross worn on the chest, esp by a prelate 
pectoral fin n either of the fins of a fish that correspond to the forelimbs 
of a quadruped 

pectoral girdle n the bony or cartilaginous arch that supports the 
fordimbs of a vertebrate 

peculate Apekyoolayt/ vt to embezzle [L peculatus, pp of peculan, fr 
pecuJium] - peculator n, peculation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 
'peculiar /pi'kyoohli-a, -lya/ adj 1 belonging exclusively to I person or 
group 2 distinctive 3 different from the usual or normal, strange, cunous 
(ME peculieTf fr L peculiaris of private property, special, fr peculium 
private property, fr pecu cattle; akin to L pecus cattle - more at fee] - 
pecaUsrly adv 


’peculiar n sthg exempt from ordinary junsdiction; esp a church or pansh 
independent of the diocese in which it is situated 
peculiarity /pukyoohlfarsli/ ri a distinguishing characteristic ['pecu- 
liar -I -ity] 

pecuniary /pi'kyoohnyan/ adj of or measured in money - fml [I- 
pecunianus, fr pecunia money - more at ffc] - pecuniarily adv 
ped /ped/ n a natural soil aggregate [Gk pedon ground, akin to L ped-. 
pes fot^i - more at prxiT] 

ped-, pedo- comb form, chiefly NAm paed-, paedo- 
•ped /-ped, also -pad/, -pede /-peed/ comb form (- n) foot 
{quadruped) {centipede) [L ped-, pcs] 

pedagogics /.pcda'gojiks, -’goh-/ n pi but sing in constr pedagogy 
pedagogic, pedagogical adj, pedogogically adv 
pedagogue /'pedagog/ n a teacher, schxxMmaster - now chiefly derog 
[ME pedagoge, fr MF, fr I- paedagogus, fr Gk paidagogos, slave who 
escorted children to school. fr/ia/J- paed- ^ leader, fr a^em to lead 

- more at aciEnf] 

pedagogy /'pedogoji, -gogi, -goh-/ n the science of teaching 
'pedal /'pedl/ n I a lever pressed by the foot in playing a musical 
instrument 2 a f(X>t lever or treadle by which a part is activated in a 
mechanism [MF pedale, fr It, fr L pedalis, adj] 

’pedal adj of the fwt [L pedalis, fr ped-, pes] 

’pedal vb -11- (NAm -I- also -11-), /"pedl-ing, 'pedling/ vi 1 to use or work 
a pedal or pedals 2 to nde a bicycle - vt to work the pedals of 
pedalo /'ped.-tloh/ n. pi pedalos, pedalocs a small pleasure boat that is 
propelled by paddles turned by pedals 
'pedal .pushers n pi women's and girls' calf-Icngth trousers 
pedant /'pedlajnl/ n one who is unimaginative or unnecessarily con- 
cerned with detail, esp in academic matters [MF. fr It pedante] - pedantic 
/pi'dantik/ adj, pedantry /'ped(a)ntri/ n 

peddle /'pedl/ \b peddling /'pedling, 'pcdl ing/ \i to sell goods us a pedlar 
vf 1 to sell as a pedlar 2 to deal out or seek to disseminate (c g ideas 
or opinions) [back-formation fr peddler, pedlar] 
peddler /'pedb/ n 1 one who peddles dangerous or illicit drugs, a pusher 

2 NAm a pedlar 
-pede /-peed/ - see -itd 

pederast, paederast /'peds.rast. 'pee-/ n one who practises anal inter- 
course, esp with a boy [Gk p.vdcrastes, lit , lover of boys, fr paid- paed- 
I erastes lover, fr erasthai to love • more 'll tRosj - pederasty /», 
pederastic /-'rastik/ adj 

pedestal^ /'pedisti/ n la a base sup|x>rting a late classic or neoclassic 
column -Ilf ARrHiiFriLiRi b the base of an upright structure (eg a 
statue) 2 a base, foundation 3 a position of esteem or idealized respect 
[MF piedestal, fr Olt piedcstallo, fr pic di stallo fcKJt of a stall] 
'pedestrian /pi'destn-an/ adf 1 commonplace, unimaginative 2a going 
or performed on foot b of or designed for walking (a - precinct) [L 
pedcstr-, pedesler. In , going on fool, fr pedes sby going on foot, fr ped-, 
pes foot - more at foot] - pedestrianism n 
’pedestrian n sby going on foot, a walker 

pe.destrian 'crossing n a usu marked stretch of road on which 
pedestrians crossing the road have priority over the traffic in certain 
circumstances 

pedestrian ize, -ise /pi'destri 3,nie7/ vt to convert (an existing vehicular 
highway) to a usu paved area for pedestnans only - pedestrianization 
/-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

pedicel /'pedisel/ n 1 a plant stalk that supports a fruiting or 
spore-beanng organ 2 a narrow basal attachment of an animal organ or 
part [NL pedicellus, dim. of L pediculus] - pedicellate /-'sebt/ adj 
pedicle /'pedikl/ n a pedicel [L peiliculus, fr dim of ped-, pes] - pedicled 
adj 

pediculosis /pi,dikyoo'iohsis/ n infestation With lice [NL, fr L pedicu- 
lus louse] - pediculous /pi'dikyoobs/ adj 

pedicure /'pedikyooa/ /I 1 one who practises chiropody 2 (a) treatment 
for the care of the feet and toenails [F pedkure, fr L ped-, pes foot f 
curare to take care, fr cura care - more at 6jRr] 

'pedigree /'pedigree/ n 1 a register recording a line of ancestors 2a an 
esp distinguished ancestral line, a lineage b the ongin and history of sthg 

3 the recorded punty of breed of an individual or strain [ME pedegru, 
fr MF pie de grue crane's fool; fr the shape made by the lines of a 
genealogical chart] - pedigreed adj 

’pedigrM adj of, being, or producing pedigree animals 
pediment ^pedimdnt/ n the triangular gable of a 2-pitched roof in 
classic architecture [alter of obs penment, prob alter, of pyramid] - 
pedimcntal /-'mentl/ adj 

pedipalp /pedipalp/ n either of the second pair of appendages of an 



713 


pel 


arachnid (e g a spider) that arc near the mouth and arc often modified for 
a special (e g sensory) function (NL pedipalpus, fr ped-, pcs foot 4 
paJpus] 

pedlar, NAm chiefly peddler /’pedb/ n 1 one who travels about ofTenng 
small wares for sale 2 one who deals in or promotes sthg intangible [ME 
pedlere, alter, of peddere, fr ped wicker basket] - pedlary n 
pedology /pi'dobji/ n soil science [Gk pedon earth 4 ISV -hgy] - 
pedologiat n, pedologic /.peeda'lojik/, pedological adj 
pedometer /pi'domib/ n an instrument that records the distance a 
walker covers by responding to body motion at each step [F pedometre, 
fr L ped-, pes foot 4 F -metre -meter - more at foot] 
peduncle /pi'dungkl/ n 1 a stalk beanng a flower, flower cluster, or fruit 
2 a narrow stalklikc part by which some larger part or the whole body 
of an organism is attached [NL pedunculus, dim of L ped-, pes] - 
peduncled adj, peduncular /-kyoob/ adj, pedunculate /-bt. -layt/. pedun- 
culated adj 

'pee /pec/ vi to unnate - euph [piss] 

*pee n 1 an act of urinating 2 unne USE euph 
•pee n. pi pee Br penny la(2) - infml [penny] 
peek /peck/ vi 1 to look furtively - often 4 in or out 2 to take a bnef 
look; glance [ME piken] - peek n 

'peekaboo /'peeka.booh/ n a game for amusing a baby in which one 
repeatedly hides and comes back into view, typically exclaiming ‘Peeka- 
boo*’ [peek ^ 'hoo] 

•peekaboo adj tnmmed with eyelet embroidery (a - Wousc) 

'peel /peel/ vt 1 to strip off an outer layer of < ^ an orangey 2 to remove 
by stnpping the label ofT the cany - vi la to come off in sheets or 

scales b to lose an outer layer (c g of skin) </i/s face is ^ mg) 2 to take 
off one’s clojhes - usu 4 o/T; infml Obey -^ed off and dived into the 
watery [MF. peien, fr MF peler, fi L pilare to remove the hair from, fr 
pilus hair - more at 'pii e] - peeler n 
•peel n the skin or nnd of a fruit 

•peel also pele /peel/ n a small fortified tower built m the 16th c along the 
Scottish- English border [ME pel stockade, stake, fr AF, stockade & MF, 
stake, fr L palus slake ■ more at 'poll] 

•peel n a usu long-handled (baker’s) shovel for getting bread, pic^ etc into 
or out of an oven [ME pe/e, fr MF, fr L pala] 
peeler /‘peeb/ n, archaic Br a policeman [Sir Robert Peel tl850 E 
statesman who founded the Insh constabulary] 
peeling /'peeling/ n a strip of skin, nnd, etc that has been stnpped 
off 

peel off vi 1 to veer away from an aircraft formation, esp when diving 
or landing 2 to break away from a group or formation (e g of marchers 
or ships in a convoy) 

'peen /pcen/ vt to draw, bend, or flatten (as lO by hamnienng with a 
peen 

•peen, pein /peen/ n a usu hemisphencal or wedge-shaped end of the head 
of a hammer that is opposite the face and is used esp for bending, shaping, 
or cutting the matcnal struck [prob of Scand ongin, akin to Norw penn 
peen] 

'peep /peep/ VI 1 to utter a feeble shnll sound characteristic of a newly 
hatched bird, cheep 2 to utter a slight sound [ME pepen, of imit 
origin] 

•peep n 1 a cheep 2 a slight sound, esp spoken - infml (.don’t let me hear 
another out of you) 

•peifp VI 1 to look cautiously or slyly, esp through an aperture, peck 2 to 
begin to emerge (as lO from concealment, show slightly [ME pepen, perh 
alter, of piken to peek] 

•peep n 1 the first fhint appearance (at the - ofdawny 2 a brief or furtive 
look; a glance 

peeper /’peepa/ n I a voyeur 2 an eye - infml [’pelp 4 '-er] 
'peephole /-,hohl/ n a hole or crevice to peep through 
Peeping Tom /.peeping 'tom/ n, often not cap P a voyeur [Peeping 
Tom, legendary ll th-c figure who peeped at Lady Godiva as she rode 
naked through Coventry] 

'peep .show n an cnteitainment (c g a film) or object (e g a small 
painting) viewed through a small opening or a magnifying glass 
'peep .eight n a rear sight for a gun having an adjustable metal piece 
pierced with a .small hole to peep through in aiming 
'peer /pia/ n 1 sby who is of equal standing with another 2 a duke, 
marquess, earl, viscount, or baron of the British peerage [ME, fr OF per, 
fr per, adj. equal, fr L par] 

•peer adj belonging to the same age. grade, or status group (a ~ group 
of adokscentsy 


•peer vi to look narrowly or cunously; esp to look searchingly at sthg 
difficult to discern [pei h by shortening & alter fr appear] 
peerage /'pianj/ n 1 sing or pi in constr the body of peers 2 the rank 
or dignity of a peer 

peerese /pians/ n 1 the wife or widow of a peer 2 a woman having in 
her own right the rank of a peer 

'peerless /-lis/ adj matchless, incomparable - peerlessly adv, peerless- 
ness n 

peeve /peev/ vt to make peevish or resentful, annoy > infml 
[back-formation fr peevish] 

peevish /’peevish/ adj querulous in temperament or mood, fretful [ME 
pevish spiteful] - peevishly adv, peevishness n 
peewit, pewit /'peewit/ n a lapwing [imit] 

'peg /peg/ n 1 a small usu cylindneal pointed or tapered piece of wood, 
metal, or plastic used to pin down or fasten things or to fit into or close 
holes, a pm (they secured the guy ropes with tent ^ s) 2a a projecting 
piece used to hold or support (he hung his hat on the ^ in the half} b 
sthg (e g a fact or opinion) used as a support, pretext, or reason (the strike 
was simply a ^ for their prejudicesy 3a any of the wooden pins set in 
the head of a stringed instrument and turned to regulate the pitch of the 
strings b a step or degree, esp in estimation - esp in take sby down a peg 
(or tf^o) 4 Bra clothes peg 5 Bra dnnk, esp of spints (poured himself 
out a stiff ^ - Dorothy Sayers) [ME pegge, prob fr MD] - off the peg 
mass-produced, rfady-ma.de 1 (men over 7 feet have difficulty in finding 
clothes off the peg to fity 

•peg vt -gg- 1 10 put a peg into 2 to pin down, restnet 3 to fix or hold 
(e g prices) at a predetermined level 4 Br to fasten (e g washing) to a 
clothesline with a clothes peg - often 4 out 
peg away vi, chiefly Br to work hard and steadily ~ often * at 
'peg.board /-,bawd/ n a matenal pierced at regular intervals with holes 
into which hooks or pegs may be inserted for the storage or display of 
articles 

.peg 'leg n (one who wears) an artificial leg 

pegmatite /’pegmatiet/ n (a formation resembling) a coarse variety of 
granite cKcurnng as dykes or veins [F, fr Gk pegmat-, pegma sthg 
fastened together, fr pegnynai to fasten together - more at pact] - 
pegmatitic /-’titik/ adj 

peg out VI 1 to finish a game in croquet by hitting the peg with the ball 
2 chiefly Br die 1 - infml vt to mark by pegs <pcg out the boundanes 
of an estatey 

Pehlevi /’paybvi/ n Pahlavi 

peignoir /'paynwah, ,-'-/ n a woman's loose negligee or dressing gown 
[F, lit , garment worn while combing the hair, fr MF, fr peigner to comb 
th " hair, fr L pectinare, fr pectin-, pecten comb - more at pectinate] 
pein fiecn/ n a peen 

pejorative /pa'jorativ, also 'peej(a)rativ/ adj depreciatory, disparaging 
(LL pejoratus, pp of pejorate to make or become worse, fr L pejor worse; 
skin to L pessimus worst, Gk pedon ground - more at parallelepipu)] 

- pejorative n, pejoratively adv 

peke /peek/ n. often cap Pekingese 2 - infml [by shonening A 
alter ] 

Pekingese, Pekinese /.peki'neez. ,pec-/ n, pi Pekingese, Pekinese In a 
native or inhabitant of Peking b Mandann 2 (any oO a Chinese breed 
of small short-legged dogs with a broad flat face and a long thick soft coat 
[Peking, Pekin, city in NE China] 

Peking man /pcc'king/ n an extinct Pleistocene man known from 
skeletal and cultural remains at Choukoutien in China 
pekoe /'peekoh/ n a black tea of supenor quality [Chin (Amoy) 
pek-ho] 

pelage /'pelij/ n the hairy covenng of a mammal [F. fr MF, fr poil hair, 
fr L pilus - more at ’pile] 

Pelagian /pe'layji an/ n or adj (one) following Pelagius in denying 
onginal sin and thus holding that man’s salvation depends on his own 
efforts rather than divine grace [Pelagius t ab 420 Br monk & theologian] 

- Pelagtanism n 

pelagic /pe'lajik/ adj of, occumng, or living (at or above moderate 
depths) in the open sea - compare demersal [L pdagicus, fr Gk 
pelagikos, fr peJagos sea - more at 'flake] 

pelargonium /.pela'gohnyam, -ni-am/ n any of a genus of plants (e g a 
garden geranium) of the geranium family with showy red, pink, or white 
flowers [NL. genus name, irreg fr Gk pekrgos stork] 

Pelaagian /pe'lazjion, -gi-an/ n a member of an ancient people inhabit- 
ing Greece and the E islands of the Mediterranean [Gk pelasgios, adj, 
Pelasgian, fr Pelasgoi Pelasgians] - Pelasgiaa adj, Pelat^ /-jik, -gik/ 
adj 
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p«l« /peel/ n 'feel 

peltrine /'pebreen/ n a woman’s long cape usu with ends hanging down 
in front [obs F, neckerchief, fr F pelerine, fern of pdenn pilgnm, fr LL 
pelegrinus - more at pilgrim] 
pelf /pelf/ n money, riches [ME, fr MF peJfre booty] 
pelican /'pelikan/ n any of a genus of large web-footed birds with a very 
large bill containing a pouch in which fish are kept [ME, fr OE pellican, 
fr LL pelccanus, fr Gk pelekMn] 

4ielican 'crossing n a crossing in the UK at which the movement of 
vehicles and pedestnans is controlled by pedestnan-operated traffic lights 
[irreg fr pedestrian //ght controlled crossing] 

pelisse /pelees/ n 1 a long cloak or coat made, lined, or tnmmed with 
fur, esp one that is part of a hussar’s uniform 2 a woman’s loose cloak 
with wide collar and fur trimming [F, fr LL peU/cia, fr fern of peJIicius 
made of skin, fr L pellis skin] 

pellagra /pa'laygro, -'laV n dermatitis and nervous symptoms associated 
with a deficiency of nicotinic aad and protein in the diet [It, fr pelle skin 
(fr L peliis) + -agra (as in podagra, fr L)] - pellagroiu adj 
pellet /'pelit/ n 1 a usu small rounded or sphencal body (e g of food or 
medicine) 2 a piece of small shot [ME peJofe, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL 
pilota, dim. of L pda ball - more at 'pile] - pelletal adj, pelletize vt 
pellicle /'pelikl/ n a thin skin or film [MF peJhcuIe, fr ML pellicula, fr 
L, dim. of pellts] 

'pellltory /'peiit(a)ri/, .peilitory-of''Spala n a composite plant resembling 
yarrow [ME peletre, fr MF piretre, fr L pyrethnim] 

’pellitory, ,pellitory-of-the-'wall n any of a genus of plants of the nettle 
family with incon.spicuou$ flowers, specif one that grows in cracks in walls 
and rocks [ME pantone, fr MF pantaire, fr LL parietana, fr fern of 
panetarius of a wall, fr L panet^, panes wall] 

pell-mell /.pel 'mel/ adv 1 in conf^usion or disorder 2 in confused haste 
[MF pelemeJe, fr OF pesle mesh, redupl of mesh-, stem of meshr to mix, 
mingle] - pell-mell adj or n 

pellucid /pi'l(y)oohsid/ adj 1 transparent 2 easy to understand USE 
fml or poetic [L pellucidus, fr per through f luadus lucid - more at for] 
- pi'Huddly adv, pellucidity /-'sidati/ n 

pelmet /'pelmit/ n, chiefly Br a length of board or fabric placed above 
a window to conceal curtain fixtures [prob modif of F paimette palm-leaf 
design, fr palme palm, fr L palma] 

pelorut /pi'lawras/ n a navigational instrument having 2 sight vanes 
mounted on a rotatable ring by which beanngs are taken [origin 
unknown] 

pelota /pa'lota/ n any of vanous Spanish or Latin • Amencan court games, 
specif JAi ALAI [Sp, fr OF pelote little ball - more at pf.ilei] 

'pelt /pelt/ n 1 a usu undressed skin with its hair, wool, or fur 2 a skin 
stripped of hair or wool before tanning [ME] 

‘pelt vt 1 to strike with a succession of blows or missiles ed him with 
stonesy 2 to hurl, throw 3 to beat or dash repeatedly against irain ^ ing 
the windows) vi 1 of rain to fall heavily and continuously 2 to move 
rapidly and vigorously, hurry <//ie children ^ ed down the road) [ME 
pelten] 

‘pelt n - at ftill pelt as fast as possible 

peltete /‘peltayt/ adj shaped like a shield; specif, of a /eafhaving the stem 
or support attached to the lower surface mstead of at the base or margin 
PLANT [prob fr (assumed) NL peltatus, fr L pelta small shield, fr 
Gk pelte\ 

peltry /"pcltn/ n pelts (ME, fr AF peltene] 
pelvic girdle /'pelvik/ n the bony or cartilaginous arch that supports the 
hind limbs of a vertebrate 

pelvis /'pelvis/ n, pi pelriaea, peUea /-veez/ 1 (the cavity oQ a 
basin-shaped structure in the skeleton of many vertebrates that is formed 
by the pelvic girdle and adjoining bones of the spine XS" anatomy 2 
the funnel-shaped cavity of the kidney into which urine is discharged' 
[NL, fr L, basin; akin to OE & ON full cup, Gk pcila wooden bowl] - 
pelvic adj 

Pembroke teble /'pembrohk, -brook/ n a small 4-legged table with a 
drawer and drop leaves [Pembroke, Pembrokeshire, county of Wales] 
pemmicen also pemkan /'pemikan/ n a concentrated food of lean dried 
pounded meat mixed with melted fat traditionally made by N American 
Indians; also a similar preparation usu of beef and dried fruits used for 
emergency rations [Cree pimikan] 

pemphigus /'pemfigas, pemTiegas/ n a disease characterized by large 
blisters on the skin and mucous membranes often accompanied by itching 
[NL, fr Ok pemphig-, pemphix breath, pustule] 

'pon /pen/ n 1 a small enclosure for animals 2 a small place of 


confinement or storage 3 a (heavily fortified) dock or slip for a submarine 
[ME. fr OE pe/i/i] 

‘pen vt -nn- to shut in a pen 

‘pen /I 1 an implement for wnting or drawing with fluid (e g ink)* e g a 
a quill b a penholder fitted with a mb c fountain pen d a ballpoint 2a 
a wnting instrument as a means of expression <r/ie ^ is mightier than the 
sword) b a wnter - fml [ME penne, fr MF, feather, pen, fr L penna, 
pinna feather, akin to Gk pteron wing - more at feather] 

*|Mn vt -nn- to write - fml < - a letter) 

‘pen n a female swan [ongin unknown] 

penal fpeen]/ adj 1 of punishment 2 liable to punishment <a ofknce) 
3 u.sed as a place of punishment <a colony) [ME. fr MF, fr L poenahs, 
fr poena punishment - more at pain] - penally adv 
penalize, -Ise/'peenl iez/vr 1 to inflict a penalty on 2 to put at a senous 
disadvantage - penalization /-'zaysh(9)n/ n 

penalty /'pen(3)lti/ n 1 a punishment legally imposed or incurred 2 a 
forfeiture to which a person agrees to be subject if conditions are not 
fulfilled 3a disadvantage, loss, or suffering due to some action (paid the 
tor his heavy dnnking) b a disadvantage imposed for violation of the 
rules of a sport 4 penaii y kick [ML poenalitas, fr L poenahs] 
'penalty .area n a rectangular area 44yd (about 40m) wide and 18yd 
(about 16m) deep in front of each goal on a soccer pitch spgrt 
'penalty ,box n 1 penalty area 2 an area alongside an ice hockey 
nnk to which penalized players are confined 

'penalty .kick n 1 a free kick in rugby 2 a free kick at the goal in soccer 
awarded for a senous offence committed in the penalty area and taken 
from a point 12yd (about 11m) in front of the goal with only the 
goalkeeper to defend it 

'penalty .shot n a shot at the goal awarded to a team for senous offences 
(e g in ice hockey) 

'penalty .spot n a spot 1 Im (12yd) in front of the goal on a soccer pitch, 
from which penalty kicks are taken -S^ sport 
penance /'penans/ n an act of self-abasement or devotion performed to 
show repentance for sin, also a sacramental rite of the Roman, Orthodox, 
and some Anglican churches involving confession and a penance directed 
by the confessor [ME, fr OF, fr ML poenitentia penitence] 
penannular /pen'anyoob/ adj nng-shaped with a small break in the 
circumference (L paene, pene almost f E annular] 

Penates /pe'nahteez, -'nay-/ n pi the Roman gods of the household [L 
- more at pfne irate] 
pence /pens/ pi of pfnny 

penchant /'penchant, 'pon(h)shonh (Fr paja)/ n a strong leaning, a 
liking [F, fr prp of penchcr to incline, fr (assumed) VL pendicare, fr L 
pendere to weigh] 

'pencil /'pensl/ n la an implement for wnting, drawing, or marking 
consisting of or containing a slender cylinder or stnp of a solid marking 
substance (e g graphite) b a small medicated or cosmetic roll or stick for 
local applications 2 a set of light rays, esp when diverging from or 
converging to a point 3 sthg long and thin like a pencil [ME pensel 
paintbrush, fr MF pincel, fr (assumed) ML penicellus, fr L pemaUus, lit., 
little tail, fr dim of penis tail, penis] 

‘pencil vt -II- {NAm -1-, -11-), /'pensl ing/ to draw, wnte, or mark with a 
pencil - penciller n 

pendant also pendent /'pend(9)nt/ n 1 sthg suspended (e g an ornament 
allowed to hang free) 2 a companion piece or supplement 3 chiefly Br 
a pennant [ME pendaunt, fr MF pendant, fr prp of pendre to hang, fr 
(assumed) VL pendere, fr L pendere-, akin to L pendere to weigh, estimate, 
pay, pondus weight - more at span] 
pendent, pendant /'pend(9)nt/ adj 1 suspended 2 jutting or leaning 
over; overhanging (a ^ cliff) 3 remaining undetermined; pending [ME 
pendaunt] 

'pending /'pending/ prep until - fml [F pendant, fr prp of pendre] 
‘pending adj 1 not yet decided or dealt with 2 imminent, impending - 
pendency n /'pendfajnsi/ 

pendulous /pendyoolas/ adj suspended, inclined, or hanging down- 
wards jowls) [L pendulus, fr pendere to weigh] - pendulonaly 
adv 

pendulum /'pendyoobm/ n a body suspended from a fixed point so as 
to swing freely periodically under the action of gravity and commonly 
used to regulate movements (eg of clockwork) [NL, fr L, neut of 
pendulus] 

peneplain also peneplane /'peeniplayn, ,-'-/ n a large almost flat land 
surface shdped by erosion [L paene, pene almost > E plain or plane - 
more at patient] 

penetralia /.peni'trayli-a, -lya/ n pi the innermost or most secret and 
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hidden parts of a place or thing [L, neut pi of pcnetralis inner, fr pcnctnrc 
to penetrate] 

penetrate /'penitrayt/ I'f la to pass into or through b to enter, esp by 
overcoming resistance; pierce 2 to see into or through, discern 3 to 
diffuse through or into ^ vi to be absorbed by the mind, be understood 
</ heard what he said, but it didn't ~ > (L penetratus, pp of penetrare\ 
akin to L penitus inward, Penates household gods, Lith peneti to nounsh] 
- penetrable /-trabl/ adj, penetrability /-tra’bibti/ n, penetrative 
Atrativ/ adj 

panatrating /'penitrayting/ adj 1 having the power of entenng, pierc- 
ing, or pervading <j ^ shrieky <jthe cold « «-> 2 acute, discerning 
insights into Jifej - penetratingly adv 

panatration /,peni'traysh(3)n/ n la the entenng of a country so that 
influence is established b the process of successfully introducing or 
increasing sales of a product in an existing market 2a the depth to which 
sthg penetrates b the ability to discern deeply and acutely <a cntic gifted 
with great powers of (penetrate + -ion] 
panatromatar /.peni'tromita/ n an instrument for measunng firmness 
or consistency [L penetrate + ISV -meter] 

'part-,friand n a person, esp one in another country, with whom a 
fnendship is made through correspondence 

panguin /'peng gwm/ n any of vanous erect short-legged flightless 
aquatic birds of the southern hemisphere [pcrh fr W pen gwyn white 
head] 

'pan.holdar /-.hohlda/ /i 1 a holder or handle for a pen mb 2 a method 
of gnpping a table-tennis bat in which the handle is held like a pen with 
the blade downwards 

panicillata /.pem'sibt, -layt/ adj having a tuft of fine filaments <a ^ 
stigmay (prob-fr 'awumed) NL penicillatus, fr L penicillus brush *- more 
at pencil] 

penicillin /.peni'silm/ n (a salt, ester, or mixture of salts and esters oO 
any of several antibiotics or antibacterial drugs ong obtained from 
moulds, that act by interfenng with the synthesis of bacterial cell walls 
and are active against a wide range of bactena [NL Pcnicillium, genus 
name of fungi, fr L penicillus] 
panila /'peemel/ adj of or affecting the penis 
peninsula /pa'ninsyoob/ n a piece of land jutting out into or almost 
surrounded by water, esp one connected to the mainland by an isthmus 
[L pacninsula, fr paene almost + insula island - more at patient] 
peninsular /pa'ninsyoob/ adj of a peninsula, specif, often cap of Spam 
and Portugal 

penis /'peenis/ n, pi pcnea /-neez/, penises the male organ of copulaUon 
by which semen is introduced into the female dunng coitus 
REPRODUCTION [1., pcnis, tail, akin to OHG faselt penis, Gk peos] 
'penis ,anvy n the unconscious desire to be a male that in psychoanalytic 
theory is attnbuted to the female 

'penitent /'penit(3)nt/ adj feeling or expressing sorrow for sins or 
offences [ME, fr MF, fr L paemtent-, paenitens, fr prp of paemtere to be 
sorry; akin to L paene almost - more at patien r] - penitence n, penitently 
adv 

‘penitent n 1 sby who repents of sin 2 sby under church censure but 
admitted to penance, esp under the direction of a confessor 
penitential /,peni'tensh(a)l/ adj of penitence or penance - penitentially 
adv 

'penitentiary /,peni'tensh(a)ri/ n a pnson in the USA [ME penitenciary 
officer dealing with penitents, fr ML poenitentianus, fr poenitentia] 
‘penitentiary adj, NAm of or incurring confinement m a penitentiary 
penknife /'pen.nief/ n a small pocketknife [fr its onginal use for 
mending quill pens] 

'penman /-man/ n sby with a specified quality or style of handwntmg 
iapoor -> 

'penmanahip /-ship/ n 1 the art or practice of wnting with the pen 2 
quality or style of handwnting 
'pen .name n an author's pseudonym 

pennant Apenant/ n 1 any of vanous nautical flags used for identifica- 
tion or signalling 2 a Hag that tapers to a point or has a swallowtail [alter 
of pendant] 

penni /"peni/ n, pi pennia /-ni-a/, pcnaia Finland at nationality 
[Finn] 

pennileaa /'penilis/ adj lacking money; poor 
pennon Apenan/ n a long usu triangular or swallow-tailed streamer 
typically attached to the head of a lance as a knight's personal flag [ME 
fr MF penon, aug of penne feather > more at 'pen] 

.Penneylvanie 'Dutch /.pens(a)rvaynya, -ni>d/ n a people descended 


from 1 8th-c German immigrants to E Pennsylvania [Pennsylvanra, state 
of the USA] - Pennsylvania Dutchman n 

penny /'peni/ n, p! pennies, pence /pens/, (3) pennies la (a usu bronze 
coin representing) (1) a former Bntish money unit worth (2) a 

British money unit in use since 1971 that is worth £7,oa b Irish 

Republic, Gibraltar, Falkland Islands at nationality 2 a denanus 3 
NAm a cent [ME. fr OE penning, penig\ akin to OHG pfenning, a com] 
- the penny drops the true meaning finally dawns 
-penny /-p(3)ni, since decimalization also -peni/ comb form ( - adj) 
costing (so many) pence <n//»epenny> 

.penny 'dreadful n a novel of violent adventure or cnme ong costing 
a penny 

.penny-'farthing n, Br an early type of bicycle having 1 small and 1 
large wheel [fr the relative sizes of the old penny and farthing coins] 
'penny-, pinching adj mean, niggardly, stingy - penny pincher n, 
penny-pinching n 

.pennyroyal /-'royal/ u 1 a European mint with small aromatic leaves 
2 an aromatic American plant of the mint family [prob by folk etymology 
fr MF poullieui, modif of L pulegium] 

'pennyweight /-.wayt/ n a unit of troy waght equal to 24oz (about 

1 56g) unit 

.penny- wise adj prudent only in dealing with small sums or matters - 
esp in penny-wise and pound-foolish 
'pennywort /-wuht/ n any of vanous round-leaved plants 
pennyworth /'penath, 'peniwath, -.wuhth/ n, pi pennyworth, penny- 
worths 1 a penny’s worth 2 value for the money spent, a bargain (got 
a good > 3 a small quantity, a modicum 

penology /pee'nobji/ n cnminology dealing with pnson management 
and the treatment of offenders [Gk pome penalty + E -logy - more at 
fain] > penologist n, penological /.peena'lojiki/ adj 
'pen ,pal n a pen-fnend - infml 

'pen .pusher n one whose work involves usu bonng or repetitive writing 
at a desk, specif clerk 2a 

pensile /'pensiel/ adj pendent, hanging (the nests of some birdsy [L 

pensilis, fr pensus, pp of pendere to hang] 

'pension /'pensh(a)n, sense 2 'ponhsyonh {Fr pdsj5)/ n la fixed sum paid 
regularly to a person (e g following retirement or as compensation for a 
wage-earner's death) (a widow’s ^ > 2 (bed and board provided by) a 
hotel or boardinghouse, esp in continental Europe [ME fr MF. fr L 
pension-, pensio, fr pensus, pp of pendere to pay - more at pendant] - 
pensionicss adj 

‘pension /'pensh(3)n/ vt to grant or pay a pension to 
pensionable /'pensh(a)n9bl/ adj (that makes sby) entitled to receive a 
pensio*! ' ' employmenty (a emphyeey 
pensioner /'pensh(9)n3/ n one who receives or lives on an esp old-age 
pension 

pension off vt 1 to dismiss or retire from service with a pension 
<pensioned off his faithful old servanty 2 to set aside or dispense with 
after long use - infml <pensioncd off his old trousersy 
pensive /'pensiv/ adj sadly or dreanuly thoughtful [ME pensif, fr MF, 
fr penser to think, fr L pensare to ponder, fr pensus, pp of pendere to 
weigh - more at pendant] - pensively adv, pensivenca n 
penstock /'pcn.stok/ n 1 a valve, sluice, or gate for regulating a flow 
(eg of water) 2 c/iie/?^ NA/n a conduit or pipe for conducting water ['pen 
stock] 

penta-, pent- comb form 1 five (pentahedron) (pentava/eot) (pentode) 

2 containing S atoms, groups, or chemical equivalents in the molecular 
structure (pentahydrsfe) [ME, fr Gk, fr pente - more at five] 

pentacle /'pentakl/ n a pentagram [(assumed) ML pentaculum, fr Gk 
pente] 

pentad Apentad/ n a group or senes of S [Gk pentad-, pentas, fr 
pente] 

pentagon Apentagon, -.gon/ n a polygon of 5 angles and S sides 
mathematics [Gk pentagonon, fr neut of pentagdnos penugonal, fr 
penia- + goma angle - more at -con] - pentagonal /pen'Uganl/ adj, 
pentagonally adv 

Pentagon n sing or pi in constr the US military esublishment [the 
Pentagon building, headquarters of the US Department of Defense m 
Arlington, Virginia] 

pentagram /*penta,gram/ n a S-pointed star used as a magical symbol 
[Gk pentagrammon, fr penta- + -grammon (akin to gramma letter) - 
more at 'gram] 

pantamarous /pen'tamdras/ adj divided into or consisting of 5 parts; 
specif, of a flower having each whorl of petals, sepals, stamens, etc 
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consisting of (a multiple oO S members [NL penfamerus, fr penta- (fr Gk) 
+ -meTUs -merous] 

pentameter /pen'tamita/ n a line of verse consisting of S metneal feet 
[L. fr Gk pentametros having S metrical feet, fr penta- + metron measure 

- more at mfasure] 

pentane /'pentayn/ n a liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane senes obtained 
from petroleum [ISV] 
penta ngle /pen.tang-gl/ n a pentagram 

pentapriam n a 5-sided pnsm, esp in a camera, which gives a constant 
deviation of 90* to light from any direction 

Pentateuch /'penta.tyoohk/ n the first 5 books of the Old Testament 
[LL Pentateuchus, fr Gk Pentateuchos, fr penta- + teuchm tool, vessel, 
book; akin to Gk teuchein to make - more at doughty] - pentatcuchal 
/•'tyoohkl/ adj 

pentathlete /pen'tathleet/ n sby who competes in the pentathlon 
pentathlon /pen'tathlon/ n 1 a (women's) athletic contest in which all 
contestants compete in the l(X)m hurdles, shot put, high jump, long jump, 
and 200m spnnt 2 modern plni a thlon [Gk. athletic contest involving 
5 events, fr penta- + athlon contest] 

pentatonic /.penta'tomk/ adj of, in, or being a musical scale consisting 
of 5 tones <a ^ fuiie> 

Pentecost /pentikost/ n (a Chnstian festival on the 7th Sunday after 
Easter commemorating the descent of the Holy Spint on the apostles at) 
the Jewish festival of Shabuoth [ME. fr OE pentecosten, fr LL pentecoste, 
fr Gk pentekoste, lit , fiftieth day. fr pentekostos fiftieth, fr pentekonta 
fifty, fr penta- ^ -konta (akin to L viginti twenty) - more at vigfsi- 
mal] 

.Pente'coatal /-tl/ adj of or being (a member oO any of various 
fundamentalist evangelical Christian bodies laying particular emphasis on 
the gifts of the Holy Spint (eg speaking in tongues and healing) - 
PcntecMtalism n, Pentecostalist n 

ponthouM /pentihows/ n 1 a structure (e g a shed or rooO attached to 
and sloping from a wall or building 2 a structure or dwelling built on the 
roof of a (tall) building <a ^ Hatj [by folk etymology fr ME pentis. fr 
MF appentis, prob fr ML appenticium appendage, fr L appendic-, 
appen^Ux - more at appfndix] 

pentimento /.penti'mentoh/ n, pi pendmenti /-ti/ a reappearance in a 
painting of underlying work which has been painted over [It, repentance, 
correction, fr pentire to repent, fr L paemtere] 
pentobarbitone Apenta'bahbitohn/ n, Br a barbiturate used, esp for- 
merly. in sleeping pills and as an anticonvulsant \penta- + -o- f barhitone 
(barbital)] 

pentose /'pentohs. -tohz/ n any of vanous monosacchande sugars (e g 
ribose) that contain 5 carbon atoms in the molecule [ISV] 

Pentothal /'penta, thol/ trademark - used for thiopentone 
pentstemon /.pent'steeman, -'steman/ n any of a genus of chiefly 
Amencan plants of the figwort family with showy blue, purple, red, 
yellow, or white flowers [NL pentstemon, alter, of Penstemon, genus 
name, fr Gk penta- + stemon thread - more at stamen] 

.pent-'up /pent/ adj confined, held in check < ^ emotions) [pent, pp of 
obs pend (to confine), prob alter, of ^pen] 

penult /pi'nult, pe-/ n the next to the last (syllable of a word) [L 
paenultima, fr fern of paenultimus almost last, fr paene almost ^ ultimus 
last] 

'penultimate /pi'nultimat, pe-/ adj next to the last (the chapter of 
a book} - peouldmately adv 
’penultimate n a penult 

penumbra /pi'numbra/ n. pi penumbrae /-bn/, penumbras 1 a region 
of partial darkness (e g in an eclipse) m a shadow surrounding the ufAbra 
2 a less dark region surrounding the dark centre of a sunspot [NL, fr L 
paene almost + umbra shadow - more at patient, umbrage] ~ pen- 

KBibralady 

penurioua /pi'nyooan-as/ adj marked by or suffenng from penury - fml 

- peaurlously adv, penurioiisaeas n 

penury /'penyoon/ n a cramping and oppressive lack of resources, esp 
money; «P severe poverty - fml [ME, fr L penuna want - more at 
patient] 

peon /'pee*an/ n, pi peona, peones /pay'ohneez/, (3) peons 1 an Indian 
or Sri Lankan infantryman, orderly, or other worker 2 an agricultural 
labourer in Spanish America 3 a drudge, menial [Pg peao A F pton, fr 
ML pedon-, pedo foot soldier - more at ’pawn] 
peonage /’pee-anij/ n 1 the condition of a peon 2 the use of labourers 
bound in servitude because of debt or under a convict lease system 
peony, pneony /'pee-ani/ n any of a genus of plants with very large usu 
double showy red, pink, or white flowers [ME p/ony, fr MF pioine, fr L 


paeonia, fr Gk paionia, fr Paion Paeon, mythical physician of the 
gods] 

'people /'peepl/ n pi in constr, (5) sing or pi in constr 1 human beings 
in general 2 a group of persons considered collectively (poor ^ ) 3 the 
members of a family or kinship (his have been farmers for generations') 
4 the mass of a community (disputes between the and the nobles') 5 
a body of persons that are united by a common culture and that often 
constitute a politically organized group (the Jewish ■^> 6 the citizens of 
a state who arc qualified to vole [ME peple, fr OF peuple, fr L populus] 
- of all people - used to show surprise (the Archbishop of all people said 
that?) 

’people vt 1 to supply or fill with people 2 to dwell in; inhabit [MF 
peupler. fr OF, fr peuple] 

pep /pep/ vt or n -pp- (to liven up or instil with) bnsk energy or initiative 
and high spints [n short for pepper, vb fr n] - peppy adj, peppiness n 
peplos also peplus /'pepbs/ n a robe or shawl worn by women of ancient 
Greece [L peplus, fr Gi. peplos] 

peplum /'pepbm/ n a short skirt or flounce attached to the waistline of 
a blouse, jacket, or dress [L, fr Gk peplos] 

pepo /'peepoh/ n, pi pepos a fleshy many-seeded berry (eg a pumpkin, 
melon, or cucumber) with a hard rind [L, a melon - more at pump 
kin] 

'pepper /'pepa/ n la(l) black plppfk (2) whiif pepper b any of a 
genus of tropical mostly climbing shrubs with aromatic leaves, esp one 
with red berries from which black pepper and white pepper are prepared 
2 any of vanous products similar to pepper, esp a pungent condiment 
obtained from capsicums - used with a qualifying term (cayenne ^ ) 3 
(the usu red or green fruit of) a capsicum whose fruits are hot peppers or 
sweet peppers [ME peper, fr OE pipor, akin to OHG pfeffar pepper, both 
fr a prehistoric WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr L piper pepper, fr Gk 
pepen] - pepper adj 

’pepper W latosprinkle, season, or cover (as lO with pepper b to shower 
with shot or other missiles 2 to spnnkJe < ^ cd his report with statis- 
tics) 

.pepper-and-'salt adj. of a fabnc or garment having black and white or 
dark and light colour intermingled in small flecks 
'pepper, corn /-,kawn/ n a dned berry of the pepper plant 
''peppercorn ,rent n a very small amount of money paid as a nominal 
rent 

'peppermint /-.mmt/ n 1 (an aromatic essential oil obtained from) a 
mint with dark green tapenng leaves and whorls of small pink flowers 2 
a sweet flavoured with peppermint oil - pepperminty adj 
'pepper ,pot n. Bra small usu cylindncal container with a perforated top 
used for spnnkling ground pepper on fiwd 

peppery /'pcp(3)n/ adj 1 hot, pungent 2 hot-tempered, touchy (a ^ old 
man) 3 fiery, stinging (a ~ speech) [‘pepper ^ '-yJ 
'pep .pill n a tablet of a stimulant drug 

pepsin /'pepsin/ n an enzyme of the stomach that breaks down most 
proteins in an acid environment [G. fr Gk pepsis digestion, fr pessein] 
'pep ,talk n a usu bnef, high-pressure, and emotional talk designed esp 
to encourage an audience (e g a sports team) 
peptic /"peplik/ adj 1 of or promoting digestion 2 connected with or 
resulting from the action of digestive juices (a ulcer) [L pepticus, fr 
Gk peptikos, fr peptos cooked, fr peptein, pessein to cook, digest - more 
at cook] 

peptide /"peptied/ n a short chain of 2 or more ammo acids joined by 
peptide bonds [ISV, fr peptone] - peptidic /-Hidik/ adj 
peptide bond n the chemical bond between the carbon of one ammo 
acid and the nitrogen of another that links amino acids in peptides and 
proteins 

peptone /*peptohn/ n any of vanous water-soluble products of protein 
breakdown [G pepton, fr Gk, ncut Of peptos] -- peptonize 
/’pcptaniez/ vt 

per /pa. strong puh/ prep 1 by the means or agency of; through (send 
It rail) 2 with respect to every; for each (£30 ^ head week) 3 
according to 1 <-«- list price) [L, through, by means of, by - more at 
for] 

per- prefix la through, throughout (perambulate) (pervade) b thor- 
oughly; 'ery (perfervid) (perfect) 1 to the bad; to destruction <per- 
jure) (perdition) 3 containing an atom m a high oxidation state in its 
molecular structure (perchloric acid) (perchlorate) [L. through, 
throughout, thoroughly, to destruction, fr per] 
peradventure /porad'vencha, ,puh-/ adv, archaic perhaps, possibly 
[ME per aventure, fr OF, by chance] 

perambulate /pa'rambyoolayt/ vt to travel over or through on foot; 
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traverse w to stroll USE fml [L perambulatus, pp of perambutare, fr 
per- through ^ ambulare to walk] - pcrambiilatlon /-'laysh(a)n/ #i, 
perambulatory /•bt(3)n/ adj 

perambulator /pa'rambyoolayta/ n, chiefly Br a pram [perambulate 
^ '-or] 

par 'annum /par 'anam/ adv in or for each year [ML] 
percale /pa'kayl, pa'kahl, ,puh-/ n a closely woven cotton cloth variously 
finished for clothing, sheeting, and industrial uses [Per pargaJah] 
percaline /'puhkahn, .puhka'Ieen/ n a lightweight cotton fabric; esp a 
glossy fabric used for bookbindings [F, fr percale] 
per 'capita /'kapita/ adv or adj per unit of population, by or for each 
person <fAe highest income -- of any European count ryy [ML, by 
heads] 

perceive /pa'scev/ vt 1 to understand, realize 2 to become aware of 
through the senses, esp to sec, observe [ME perceiven, fr OF perceivre, 
fr L percipere, U per- thoroughly capere to take - more at per-, heave] 

~ perceivable adj. perceivably adv, perceiver n 
’per cent /pa 'sent/ adv m or for each 100 (JO of our workers are 
marned) \per \ L centum hundred - more at hundred] 

*per cent n, pl^r cent 1 one part in a 100 (gave half a ^ of her income 
to chanty) — t' symbol. 2 a percentage (a large ^ of the total) 

*per cent adj 1 reckoned on the basis of a whole divided into 100 parts 
(a 10 increase) 2 of bonds, secunties, etc paying interest at a specified 
per cent 

percentage /pa'scntij/ n 1 a proportion (expres.sed as per cent of a 
whole) (what ~ of the population own their own houses?) (the - of car 
owners has increased to 50) 2 a share of winnings or profits (they did 
him out of his — > 3 an advantage, profit - infml 
percentile /p^'sentiel/ n a statistical measure (e g used in educational 
and psychological testing) that expresses a value as a percentage of all the 
values that are lower than or equal to it -5^ statistics [prob fr per 
cent ♦ -lie (as in quartilc, n)] 

per 'cents n pi, Br stocks that bear a specified rate of interest (took out 
some 10 '-') 

per centum /'senum/ n per cent 

percept /'puhsept/ n a mental impression of a perceived object 
[back-formation fr perception] 

perceptible /pa'septabl/ adj capable of being perceived, esp by the 
senses (a change in her tone>(the light became increasingly ‘^) - 
perceptibly adv, perceptibility /-'bibti/ n 
perception /pa'scpsh(3)n/ n la a result of perceiving, an observation b 
a mental image, a concept 2 the mental interpretation of physical 
sensations prcxluced by stimuli from the external world 3 intuitive 
discernment, insight, understanding (has little - of what is required) [L 
perception-, perceptio act of perceiving, fr perceptus, pp of percipere] - 
perceptional adj, perceptual /-chooal/ adj 

perceptive /pa'septiv/ adj 1 capable of or exhibiting (keen) perception; 
observant, discerning (a - scholar) 2 characterized by sympathetic 
understanding or insight - perceptively adv, perceptiveness n. percep- 
tivity A'tivati/ 17 

’perch /puhch/ /i 1 a roost for a bird 2 chiefly Br rod 2 -3“ unit 3a 
a resting place or vantage point, a seat b a prominent position (hts new 
^ as president) USE (.1) infml [ME perche, fr OF, fr L perttca pole] 
'perch vt to place on a perch, height, or precanous spot ^ vi to alight, 
settle, or rest, esp bnefly or precariously 
'perchr n, pi perches, esp collectively perch a small European freshwater 
spiny-finned fish [ME perche, fr MF, fr L perca, fr Gk perke\ akin to 
OHG faro colour^. L porcus, a spiny fish] 

perchance /pa'chahns/ adv perhaps, possibly - usu poetic or humor 
[ME per chance, fr MF, by chance] 

Percheron Apuhsharon/ n any of a breed of powerful rugged draught 
horses that onginated in the Perche region of France [F, fr Perche, region 
of N France] 

percipient /po'sipi ant/ adj perceptive, discerning - fml [L percipient-, 
percipiens, prp of percipere to perceive] - percipience n 
percolate Apubkalayt/ vt la to cause (esp a liquid) to pass through a 
permeable sutotance, esp for extracting a soluble constituent b to prepare 
(coffee) in a percolator 2 to be diffused through; permeate ^vi 1 to ooze 
or filter through a permeable substance; seep 2 to become percolated 3 
to become diffused (sunlight into the room) [L percolatus, pp of 
petvolare, fr per- through + colare to sieve - more at per-, colander] 
- percolatioD /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

percolator Apuhkalayta/ n a coffee pot in which boiling water nsing 
through a tube is repeatedly deflected downwards through a perforated 
basket containing ground coffee beans [percolate + '-or] 


par 'contra /’kontra/ adv on the cxinfrary [It. by the opposite side 
(of the ledger)] 

percuss /pa'kus/ vt to perform percussion on (esp a body surface) [L 
percussus] 

percussion /pa'kush(a)n/ n la the beating or striking of a musical 
instrument b the tapping of the surface of a body part (e g the chest) to 
learn the condition of the parts beneath (e g the lungs) by the resultant 
sound 2 the stnking of sound on the ear 3 sing or pi in constr percussion 
instruments that form a section of a band or orchestra [L percussion-, 
percussio, fr percussus, pp of percutere to beat, fr per- thoroughly + 
quatere to shake - more at per-, quash] - percuaaion adj, percui^ve 
/-siv/ adj 

per'eussion ,cap n cap 6 

per'eussion .instrument n a musical instrument (eg a drum or 
xylophone) sounded by stnking, shaking, or scraping 
percussionist /p9'kush(3)nist/ n one who plays percussion instru- 
ments 

percutaneous /.puhkyoo'taynyas, -mas/ adj done or performed 
through the skin - percutaneously adv 
’per 'diem /’dee-em, 'die-em/ adj or adv (paid) by the day or for each day 
[ML] 

'per diem n, pi per diems a daily allowance or fee 
perdition /pa'dish(a)n/ n eternal damnation; Hell [ME perdicion, fr LL 
perdition-, perditio, fr L perditus, pp of perdere to destroy, fr per- to 
destruction ♦ dare to give - more at per-, 'datf] 
peregrination /,pcngn'naysh(9)n/ n a long and wandenng journey, esp 
in a foreign country - humor [MF or L, MF, fr L peregnnation-, 
peregnnatio, fr peregnnatus, pp of peregnnari to travel abroad, fr per- 
egnnus foreigner, fr peregnnus foreign - more at pilgrim] - peregrinate 
/■pcngn.nayl/ vb 

peregrine Apengnn/, peregrine falcon n a smallish swift widely occur- 
nng falcon formerly much used in falconry [peregnne, adj (wandenng, 
widely distnbuted), fr ML peregnnus, fr L, foreign] 
peremptory /p3'rempt(a)n/ adj 1 admitting no contradiction or refusal 
<a ^ conclusion) (a ^ commands 2 expressive of urgency or command 
(a ^ call) 3 (having an attitude or nature) charactenzed by impenous 
or arrogant self-assurance <a ^ disregard for safety measures) (a 
tone) [LL & L: LL peremptonus, fr L, destructive, fr peremptus, pp of 
perimere to take entirely, destroy, fr per- to destruction + emere to take 
- more at redeem] - peremptorily adv, peremptorinen n 
perennial /pa'renyal, -ni-al/ adj 1 present at all seasons of the year 2 
of a plant living for several years, usu with new herbaceous growth each 
year 3 lasting for a long time or forever; constant (politics provide a ^ 
topic of argument) [L perennis, fr per- throughout + annus year - more 
at PER , annual] - perennial n, perennially adv 
’perfect Apubfikt/ adj I expert, proficient (practice makes 2n 
entirely without fault or defect; flawless (a ^ gemstone) b satisfactory 
in every respect (the holiday was ^) c corresponding to an ideal 
standard or abstract concept (a - gentleman) 3a accurate, exact 
pitch) (a circle) b lacking in no essential detail, complete c absolute, 
utter (I felt a ^ fool) 4 of or constituting a verb tense or form that 
expresses an action or state completed at the time of speaking or at a time 
spoken of 5a of the musical intervals fourth, fifth, and octave having a 
character that is retained when inverted; not augmented or diminished b 
of a cadence passing from a dominant or subdominant to a tonic chord 
6 having the stamens and carpels in the same flower [ME parfit, fr OF, 
fr L /lerfecfus, fr pp of perficere to carry out, perfect, fr per- thoroughly 
♦ facere to make, do - more at 'do] - perfectnen n 
'perfect /pu'fekt/ vt 1 to make perfect, improve, refine 2 to bnng to final 
form - p^ecter n, perfectible adj, perfectibility /-ta'bibti/ n 
perfection /p3'fcksh(a)n/ n la making or being perfect b freedom from 
(moral) fault or defect c full development; maturity (Greek civilization 
slowly flowered to ->>) 2 (an example oO unsurpassable accuracy or 
excellence (the cake was ^) 

perfectionism /p3'feksh3,mz(3)m/ n 1 the theological doctnne that a 
state of freedom from sin is attainable on earth 2 a disposition to regard 
anything short of perfection, esp in one's own work, as unaccepuble - 
perfectionist adj or n 

perfective /psTektiv/ adj, of a form of a verb expressing action as 
complete - compare imperfective - perfective n, pcrfectiiely adv, 
perfKtivity /-'tivati/ n 

perfectly /’puhfiktli/ adv to an adequate extent; quite (your dress will 
be ~ suitable for the party) ['perfect + ’-ly] 
perfect number n an integer (e g 6 or 28) that is equal to the sum of 
all Its possible integral factors including 1 but excluding itself 
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p«rf«cto /psTektoh/ n. pi perfectoi a thick cigar that tapers almost to 
a point at each end [Sp, perfect, fr L pcrfectus] 
perfect participle n past participle 
.perfect 'pitch n absoluie pitch 2 

perfervid /puh'fuhvid/ adj excessively fervid [NL pcrfenndus, fr L per- 
thoroughly + fervidus fervid] 

perfidy /’pubfidi/ n being faithless or disloyal; treachery [L paiidia, fr 
perfidus faithless, fr per (idem decipere to betray, lit , to deceive by trust] 
- perfkUouf /paTidi^as/ adj, perfidiously adv, perfldiousness n 
perforate /‘puhfa.rayt/ vt 1 to make a hole through, specif to make a 
line of holes in or between (e g rows of postage stamps in a sheet) to make 
separation easier 2 to pass through or into (as lO by making a hole ^ vi 
to penetrate or make a hole in a surface [L perforatus, pp of perforare 
to bore through, fr per- through + forare to bore - more at ’horl] - 
perforator n. perforate /-rat/ adj, perforation /-'raysh(a)n/ n 
parforca /po'faws/ adv by force of circumstances - fml [ME par force, 
fr MF, by force] 

parform /po'fawm/ vt 1 to do. carry out <^cd a small service^ 2a 
to do in a formal manner or according to presenbed ntual <; ^ a marriage 
ceremony^ b to give a rendering of, present i,they ^ ed a new play"? ^ vt 
1 to carry out an action or pattern of behaviour; act, function 2 to give 
a performance [ME performen, fr AF performer, alter of OF perfoumir, 
fr per- thoroughly (fr L) + foumir to complete - more at furnish] - 
performable adj, performer n 

parformanca /pa'fawmans/ n la the execution of an action b sthg 
accomplished, a deed, feat 2 the fulfilment of a claim, promise, etc 3 a 
presentation to an audience of a (character in a) play, a piece of music, 
etc — s a night') <£ave a brilliant ^ in the title role) 4 the ability to 
perform or work (efficiently or well) (good engine ^ requires good 
tuning) 5 manner of reacting to stimuli, behaviour (the ^ of the stock 
market) 6 language as manifested in actual speech and writing - compare 
COMPETE^ICE 2, PAROLE 4 7a a lengthy or troublesome process or activity 
(going through the customs was such a 0> b a display of bad behaviour 
USE (7) in(m\ 

performing art /pa'fawmmg/ n an art (e g music or drama) requiring 
public performance 

'perfume /'puhfyoohm/ n 1 a sweet or pleasant smell, a fragrance 2 a 
pleasant-smelling (liquid) preparation (e g of floral essences) [MF per- 
fum, prob fr OProv, fr perfumar to perfume, fr per- thoroughly (fr L) ♦ 
fumar to smoke, fr L fumu-e] 

’perfume /pa'fyoohm, 'puhfyoohm/ vt to fill or imbue with a sweet 
smell 

perfumery /p3'fyoohm(a)n/ n 1 (the manufacture oQ perfumes 2 a 
place where perfumes are made or sold - perfumer n 
perfunctory /p3'fungkt(9)n/ adj charactenzed by routine or superficial- 
ity, mechanical, cursory (a ^ smile) [LL perfunctonus, fr L perfunctus, 
pp of perfungi to accomplish, get through with, fr per- through fungi 
to perform - more at per-, ru nction] - perfunctorily adv, perfunctori- 
neas n 

perfuse /po'fyoohz/ vt l to suffuse 2 to force a fluid through (an organ 
or tissue), esp by way of the blood vessels [L perfusus, pp of perfundere 
to pour over, fr per- through f fundere to pour - more at 'found] - 
perfuaioB /-zh(a)n/ n, perfiiaive /-siv, -ziv/ adj 
pergola /pubgab/ n (an arbour made by training plants over) a support 
for climbing plants [It, fr L pergula projecting roof] 
perhaps /poliaps, p(a)raps/ adv possibly but not certainly, maybe 
Vm mistaken) <- you would open it?) (per + hap (chance) - more at 
happen] 

peri- /peri-/ prefix 1 all; round; about <penscope> (peiyjatetic) 2 near 
(perihelion) (ptngee) 3 enclosing; surrounding (perimeter) 
<pcri/oneum> (peristyle) (L, fr Gk, round, in excess, fr pen, akin to 
Gk peran to pass through] 

perianth /perUnth/ n the external envelope of a flower, esp when not 
differentiated into petals and sepals [NL penanthium, fr pen- ^ Gk 
anthos flower - more at ANTHr>LOGY] 

.pericardium /-'kahdi am. -dyam/ n, pi pericardia the membranous sac 
that ftunounds the heart of vertebrates [NL. fr Gk penkardion, neut of 
perikardios round the heart, fr pen- + kardia heart - more at heart] - 
pericardial adj, pericarditif /-kah'dietas/ n 

'peri.carp /-.kahp/ n the ripened wall of a plant ovary [NL pencarpium, 
fr Gk perikarpiott pod, fr pen- -karpion -carp] 
dierichondrium /-'kondri am/ n, pi perichondria /-dn-a/ the mem- 
brane of fibrous connective tissue that surrounds cartilage except at joints 
[NLv fr peri- + Gk chondros grain, cartibge - more at grind] - 
* pericfaoadrial ady 


.pericranium /-'kraynyam, -ni-am/ n, pi pericrania /-nya, -ni a/ the 
external membrane of the skull [NL, fr Gk penkranion, neut of penk- 
ranios round the skull, fr pen- -t kranion skull] - pericranial adj 
'pari, cycle /-.siekl/ n a thin layer of cells that surrounds the central 
vascular part of many stems and roots [F pencycle, fr Ok penkykios 
sphencal. fr pen- ^ kyklos circle - more at wheel] - pericyclic /-'siklik, 
-'sie-/ adj 

'peri, derm /-.duhm/ n a thick outer protective tissue layer of woody roots 
and stems that consists of cork and adjacent tissues [NL pendermis, fr 
pen- f -dermis] - peridermal /-'duhml/, pcridermic /-'duhmik/ adj 
peridot /'pendot, -doh/ n a deep yellowish green transparent gem 
consisting of silicates of iron and magnesium [F pendot, fr OF pen- 
tot] 

'peri, gee /-jee/ n the point in an orbit round the earth that is nearest the 
centre of the earth -- compare APOtiEK I [MF & NL, MF. fr NL 
pengaeum, pengcum, fr Gk pengeion, fr neut of pengeios near the earth, 
fr pen- i- ge earth] - perlgean A'jee sn/ adj 

perigynous /pd'njmas/ adj (having floral organs) borne on a nng or cup 
of the receptacle surrounding an ovule - compare fpigynous, hypogyn- 
ous [NL pengynus, fr pen- * -gynus -gynous] - perigyny /-ni/ n 
perihelion /,pen'heeli an, -lyan/ n. pi perihelia /-li a/ the point in the 
path of a planet, cornel, elc that is nearest to the sun - compare aphelion 
[NL, fr pen- + Gk hriios sun -- more at ’solar] - peribelic /-'heelik/ 
adj 

peril /pcral. -nl/ n 1 exposure to the nsk of being injured, destroyed, or 
lost, danger (fire put the city m ^) 2 sthg that impenN, a risk [ME, fr 
OF, fr L penculum - more at ffar] - perilous adj, perilously adv, 
perilousness n 

peritune /'pcaloohn/ n the point in the path of a body orbiting the mixin 
that is nearest the centre of the moon compare apoi unf [pen- ^ L 
luna moon - more at i unar] 

'perilymph A.limf/ n the liquid inside the labyrinth of the inner ear 
[ISV] 

perimet^er /pa'rimita/ n 1 (the length oO the boundary of a dosed plane 
figure MATHEMATif-s 2 a line, strip, fence, elc bounding or 

protecting an area (a - fence) 3 the outer edge or limits of sthg (F 
penmetre, fr L penmetros, fr Gk, fr pen- • metron measure - more at 
measurf] 

perinatal /.pen'naytl/ adj (occurring) at about the time of birth 
.peri'neum /-’nee am/ n the area between the anus and the back part of 
the genitals, esp in the female [NL, fr lA.pennaion, fr Uk. fr pen- mein 
to empty out, akin to L ira ire] - perineal adj 
'period /’pian-ad/ n 1 a well-proportioned sentence of several clauses 2a 
the full pause at the end of a sentence, also, chietly NAm n'l i stop b 
a stop, end 3a a portion i»f time b the (interval oO time that elapses before 
a cyclic motion or phenomenon begins to repeat itself, the reciprocal of 
the frequency c (a single cyclic occurrence oO menstruation 4a a 
chronological division, a stage (of history) b a division of geological time 
longer than an epoch and included in an era 5 any of the divisions of a 
the school day b the playing time of a game [MF penode, fr ML, L, & 
Gk; ML pentxlus penod of time, punctuation mark, fr L & Gk, L, 
rhetoncal period, fr Gk penodos circuit, period of time, rhetorical penod, 
fr pen- + hodos way - more at cede] 

’period adj of, representing, or typical of a particular histoncal penod 
furniture) 

periodic /.pian'odik/ adj 1 recurring at regular intervals 2 consisting of 
or containing a senes of repealed stages <— decimals) (a ~ vibration) 

- periodicity /-a'disati/ n 

'periodicai Apian'odikl/ adj 1 periodic \ 2 of a magazine or journal 
published at fixed intervals (e g weekly or, quarterly) - periodically 
adv 

’periodical n a penodical publication 

periodic function n a mathematical function (e g a sine or cosine) 
whose possible values all recur at regular intervals 
periodic table n an arrangement of chemical elements in the order of 
their atomic numbers, that shows a penodic venation in their proper- 
ties 

periodontal /.pen-oh’donti/ adj (of or aflecting tissues) surrounding a 
tooth - periodontally adv 

.perio'dontica /-'dontiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr dentistry that 
deals with (diseases oO the supporting structures of the teeth [NL 
penodontium, fr peri- ^ Gk odont-, odous, odon tooth - more at tooth] 

- periodontist n 

.periodon'tology /don'tobji/ n periodontics 
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'p#rlod .piece n a piece (e g of Tiction, art. furniture, or music) whose 
special value lies in its evocation of a historical period 
perioeteum /.pen'osti-am/ n, pi periostea /-sti a/ the membrane of 
connective tissue that closely surrounds all bones except at the joints [NL, 
fr LL pmosteon, fr Gk, neut of pcnosteos round the bone, fr pen- + 
osteon bone - more at osseous] - periosteal adj, periostitis 
/-'stietos/ n 

'peripatetic /.peripa'tetik/ n sby, esp a teacher unattached to a particular 
school, or sthg that travels about from place to place (on business) 
‘peripatetic adj itinerant [MF penpateUque, f^r Gk penpatetikos, fr 
peripatdn to walk up and down, discourse while pacing, fr pen- k- patein 
to tread; akin to Skt paths path • more at find] - peripatetically adv 
peripatus /pa'npatas/ n any of a class of primitive tropical arthropods 
that in some respects are intermediate between annelid worms and typical 
arthropods [NL, genus name, fr Gk penpatos act of walking ab<iut, fr 
peri- + patetn to tread] 

peripeteia /p9,riprtie a, -'tee-a/ n a sudden or unexpected reversal of 
circumstances or situation [Gk. fr peripiptem to fall round, change 
suddenly, fr peri- i piptcin to fall - more at fiiather] 

'peripheral /p'nf(a)n»l/ adj 1 of, involving, or forming a penphery < ^ 
nerves); also of minor significance 2 located away from a centre or central 
portion; external 3 of, using, or being the outer part of the field of vision 
Qood ^ vision^ 4 auxiliary or supplementary equipment} - 
peripherally adv 

‘peripheral n a device (e g a VDU) connected to a computer to provide 
communication (e g input and output) or auxiliary functions (e g addi- 
tional storage) 

periphery /p9'nf(3)ri/ n 1 the penmeter of a closed curve (e g a circle 
or polygon) 2 the external boundary or surface of a (person’s) body, esp 
as distinguished from its internal regions or centre [MF penphene, fr LL 
penpheria, fr Gk penphereia, fr penpherein to carry round, fr pen- > 
pherein to carry - more at 'bear] 

periphrasis /p'nfrasis/ n, pi periphrases /-seez/ (a) circumlocution 
[L, fr Gk, fr periphrazetn to express penphrastically, fr pen- + phrazetn 
to point out] 

periphrastic /.pen'frastik/ adj 1 of or charactenzed by periphrasis 2 
formed by the use of function words or auxilianes instead of by inflection 
(e g more fair as contrasted with fairer) - periphrastically adv 
perique /po'reek/ n a nch-flavoured aromatic IvOUisiana tobacco [LaF 
perique] 

periscope /'pen.skohp/ n a tubular optical instrument containing lensesf 
mirrors, or prisms for seang objects not in the direct line of sight 

nsv) 

.peri'SCOpic A'skopik/ adj 1 providing a view all round or on all sides 
<j lens} 2 of a periscope 

.perise'lene /-si'leem/ n the pcnlune [ISV pen- + Gk selene moon - 
more at selenium] 

perish Apensh/ vj la to be destroyed or ruined < ^ the thought!} b to 
die, esp in a terrible or sudden way - poetic or joum 2 chiefly Br to 
deteriorate, spoil <fhe rubber had begun /o - > - vf , of cold or exposure 
to weaken, numb < we were ^ ed with cold} [ME pensshen, fr OF penss-, 
stem of penr, fr L penre, fr per- to destruction + ire to go - more at per-, 
issue] 

perishable /'pensbobl/ n or adj (sthg, esp food) liable to spoil or decay 
(such ^ products as fruit, fish, butter, and eggs} ~ perishability 
/-•bilati/ n 

perisher Aperisha/ n, Br an annoying or troublesome person or thing. 
esp a mischievous child - infml 

perishing Apenshing/ 1 freezmgly cold 2 damnable, confounded - 

pcriihiBgly adv 

peristalsis /.pen'stalsis/ n successive waves of involuntary contraction 
passing along the walls of a hollow muscular structure, esp the intestine, 
and forcing the contents onwards [NL, fr Gk penstaJtikos peristaltic, fr 
peristellein to wrap round, fr pen- + stellein to place - more at 'stall] 
- peristaltic /-tik/ adj, peristaltically adv 
'perliStyle /-^tiel/ n a colonnade surrounding a building or court [F 
peristyle, fr L penstylum, fr Gk penstyhn, fr neut of peristylos sur- 
rounded by a colonnade, fr pen- 4 stylos pillar - more at 'steer] 
peritoneum /.pentoh'nee-am/ n, pi peritoneuma, peritonea /-'nee-a/ the 
smooth transparent membrane that lines the cavity of the mammalian 
abdomen [LL, fr Gk peritonaion, neut of pentonaios stretched round, fr 
fKTt- -V teindn to stretch - more at thin] - peritoneal adj, peritoncally 
adv 

peritonitis /.perita'nietos/ n inflammation of the pentoneum [NL] 


periwig /*pen.wig/ n a peruke [modif of MF perruque] - periwigged 
/-.wigd/ adj 

'periwinkle /'peri.wingkl/ n any of several trailing evergreen plants with 
blue or white flowers [ME perwmke, fr OE perwmee, fr L pervmca] 
‘periwinkle n any of vanous (related) edible marine snails [(assumed) 
ME, alter of OE pinewincle, fr L pma, a kind of mussel (fr Gk) i OE 
-wtncle (akin to Dan vmcle snail shell)] 

perjure /'puhja/ vt to make (oneselO guilty of perjury [MF peijurer, fr 
L perjurare, fr per- to destruction, to the bad • jurare to swear - more 
at PFR-, 'jiiRv] - perjurer n 

perjury /'puhj(3)ri/ n the voluntary violation of an oath, esp by a 
witness 

'perk /puhk/ n, chiefly Br a pnvilege, gam, or profit incidental to regular 
salary or wages [by shortening & alter fr jierquisite] 

‘perk VI. of coffee to percolate [by shortening & alter ] 
perk up vh to (cause to) recover one's vigour or cheerfulness, esp after 
a penod of weakness or depression {she perked up when the letter 
arnved} (a dnnk will perk him up) {jxrk (to thrust up the head, stick 
up jauntily), fr ME perken, perh fr CNF perquer to perch, fr perque 
perch, fr L pen tea pole] 

perky /'piihki/ ady I briskly self-assured, cixrky <■ a -^salesman} 2 jaunty 

- perkily adv, perkiness n 

perlite /'puhlict/ n volcanic glass that has a conccntnc structure and 
when expanded by heat forms a lightweight aggregate used esp in concrete 
and plaster [F, fr perle pearl] - perlitic /-'litik/ adj 
'perm /puhm/ n a long-lasting wave set in the hair by chemicals [short 
for permanent (wave)] 

‘perm if, Br to give a perm to 

‘perm vt, Br to permute, specif to pick out and combine (a specified 
number of teams in a football p(V>l) in all the possible permutations < - 
any S from 11} - perm n 

permafrost /’^hma, frost/ n a layer of permanently frozen ground in 
fngid regions - ^ riant [pcrmanenl t frost] 

Permalloy /'puhma.loy/ trademark - used for an easily magneti/cd and 
demagnetized alloy of about 80 per cent nickel and 20 per cent iron 
'’permanent /'puhmanant/ adj 1 continuing or enduring without funda- 
mental or marked change, lasting, stable 2 not subject to replacement 
according to political circumstances • undersecretary at the Home 
Office} [ME, fr MF, fr L permanent-, permnnens, prp ot permanerc to 
endure, (rper- throughout * manere to remain moic at rrr-, mansion] 

- permanence, permanency n, permanently ads 
‘permanent n, NAm 'rirm 

permanent magnet n a magnet that retains its magnetism after 
removal of the magnetizing force 

permanent press n (matenai subjected to) a treatment for fabric in 
which a chemical and heat are used for setting the shape and aiding 
wnnkle resistance 

permanent tooth n any of the second set of teeth of a mammal that 
follow the milk teeth and typically last into old age 

permanent wave n 'pbrm 

permanent way n, Br the rails, sleepers, and ballast that make up the 
track of a railway system 

permanganate /pa'mang gan.'it, -,nayt/ n a usu dark purple salt con- 
taining manganese 

permeability /.puhmi a'bibri/ n 1 being permeable 2 the property of 
a magnetizable substance that determines the effect it has on the magnetic 
flux in the region it occupies 

permeable /'puhmi abi/ adi capable of being permeated, esp having 
pores or openings that permit liquids or gases to pass through <a ^ 
membrane} - permeablenesa n, permeably adv 
permeate /'puhmi, ayt/ w to diffuse throu^ or penetrate sthg ^ w 1 to 
spread or diffuse through <a room d with tobacco smoke} 2 to pass 
through the pores, gaps, cracks, etc of [L pprmeatus, pp of permeare, fr 
per- through i meare to go, pass, akin to M^V mynet to go] - permeance 
/-mi pns/ n, permeant adj or n, permeation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 
Permian adj or n (of or bring) the last penod of the 

Palaeozoic era evolution [Perm, region in E Russia] 
permiasible /po'misabl/ adj allowable [ME, fr ML permissibilis, fr L 
permibsus, pp] - permissibly adv, permissibility /-’bibti/ n 
permieeion /po'mishfajn/ n formal consent; authonzation [ME, fr MF, 
fr L permission-, permissio, fr permissus, pp of permittcre] 
permissive /po'misiv/ adj 1 tolerant; esp accepting a relaxed social or 
sexual morality {the ~ age} 2 allowing (but not enforcing) < ^ legisla- 
tion} [F permissif, fr L permissus, pp] - permiasively adv, permissive- 
ness n 
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'pormit /pa'mit/ vb -tt- vt 1 to consent to, usu expressly or formally 
access to recordsy 2 to give leave; authorize 3 to make possible vi to 
give an opportunity; allow (jf time - s> ^weather - ting> [L permittere 
to let through, permit, fr per- through + mittere to let go, send - more 
at PER', smiil] - permitter n 

’permit /'puhmit/ n a wntten warrant allowing the holder to do or keep 
sthg <a gun ^ > 

permittivity /.puhmi'tivati/ n (a measure oO the ability of a dielcctnc 
material to store electrical potential energy under the influence of an 
electric field ['permit + -ive + -ity] 

permutation /,puhmyoo'taysh(i)n/ n 1 a vacation or change (e g in 
character or condition) brought about by rearrangement of existing 
elements 2 (the changing from one to another oO any of the various 
possible ordered arrangements of a set of objects, numbers, letters, etc 
(ME permutacioun exchange, transformation, fr MF permutation, fr L 
permutation-, permutatio, fr permutatus, pp of permutare] - permuta- 
Honal adj 

permute /pa'myooht/ vt to change the order or arrangement of; esp to 
arrange successively in all possible ways (ME permuten, fr MF or L, MF 
permuter, fr L permutare, fr per- t mutare to change - more at 
'miss] 

pernicious /pa'nishas, puh-/ adj highly injunous or destructive, deadly 
[MF pemicieus, fr L pemiciosus, fr pemicies destruction, fr per- + nec-, 
nex violent death ^ more at noxious] - perniciously adv, pernicious- 
ness n 

pernicious anaemia n anaemia marked by a decrease in the number 
of red blood cells which is caused by a reduced ability to absorb 
vitamin B„ 

pernickety /pa'mkati/ adj 1 fussy about small details, fastidious <a ^ 
teacher} 2 lequiong precision and care <a job} [perh alter of 
particular] 

peroneal /.pera'nee al/ adj of or near the fibula [NL peroneus, fr perone 
fibula, fr Gk perone, lit , pin; akin to L per through - more at ior] 
peroration /,per3'raysh(9)n/ n 1 the concluding part of a discourse, in 
which the main points are summed up 2 a highly rhetorical speech (ME 
peroracyon, fr L peroration-, peroratio, fr pcroratus, pp of perorare to 
speak at length, finish speaking, fr per- through ^ orare to speak ' more 
at PFR-, oration] - perorational adj, perorate /"perarayi/ vi 
'peroxide /pa'roksied/ n 1 an oxide containing a high proportion of 
oxygen, esp a compound containing the peroxy radical 2 hydrckjEN 
PEROXIDE (ISV] - peroxidic /Aidik/ adj 
’peroxide vt to bleach (hair) with hydrogen peroxide - peroxidation 
/-si'daysh(3)n/ n 

peroxy /pa'roksi/ n the bivalent chemical radical -0-0- - usu in 
combination (ISV per- + oxy-] 

'perpendicular /.puhpan'dikyoob/ adj 1 being or standing at nght 
angles to the plane of the honzon or a given line or plane 2 extremely 
steep, precipitous 3 cap of, being, or built in a late Gothic style of 
architecture prevalent in England from the 15th to the I6th c charac^r- 
ized by large windows, fan vaults, and an emphasis on vertical lines — f 
CHURCH [ME perpendiculer, fr MF, fr L perpendiculans, fr perpen- 
dwuJum plumb line, tr per- + pendere to hang - more at pendant] - 
perpendicularly adv, perpendicularity /-'larati/ n 
’perpendicular n a line, plane, or surface at right angles to the plane of 
the honzon or to another line or surface 

perpetrate /’puhpi.trayt/ vt to be guilty of performing or doing; commit 
<- a fraud} a blunder} (L perpetratus, pp of perpetrare, fr per- 
through + patrare to accomplish] - perpetrator n, perpetration 
/''traysh(3)n/ n 

perpetual /pa'petyoofa)!, -chooCa)!/ adj la continuing or val forever, 
everlasting b holding sthg (e g an olTicc) for life or for an unlimited tune 
2 occumng continually; constant <a complaint} 3 of a plant blooming 
continuously throughout the season [ME perpetuel, fr MF, fr L per- 
petuus, fr per- through + petere to go to - more at feather] - perpetually 
adv 

perpetual check n an endless succession of checks in chess which 
results in a draw 

perpetuate /pa'pctyoo,ayt. -choo^iyt/ vt to make perpetual: cause to last 
indefinitely the species} (L perpetuatus, pp of perpetuare, fr per- 
petuus] - perpetuator n, perpetuation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 
perpetuity /.puhpi'tyooh ati/ n (the quality or state oO sthg that is 
perpetual, eternity (^bequeathed to them in > (ME perpetuite, fr MF 
perpetuite, fr L perpetuitat-, perpetuitas, fr perpetuus] 
perplex /pa'pleks/ vt 1 to puzzle, confuse (her attitude ^es me} (a 
^ mg problem} 2 to complicate (obs perplex, adj (involved, perplexed), 


fr L perpJexus, fr per- thoroughly > plexus involved, fr pp of plectere to 
braid, twine - more at per-, 'ply] - perplexedly /-sidli/ adv, perpicziagly 
adv 

perplexity /pa'pleksati/ n (sthg that causes) the state of being perplexed 
or bewildered [ME perplexite, fr OF perplexite, fr LL perplcxitat-, 
perplexitas, fr L perplexus] 

perquiaite /"pulikwizit/ n 1 sthg held or claimed as an exclusive nght 
or possession 2aperk-fml (ME, property acquired by other means than 
inhentance, fr ML perquisitum, fr neut of perquisitus, pp of perqutrere 
to purchase, acquire, fr L, to search for thoroughly, fr per- thoroughly 
quaerere to seek] 

perry /'pen/ n an alcoholic dnnk made from fermented p^ juice [ME 
peirne, fr MF pere, fr (assumed) VL piratum, fr L pirum pear] 
perse /puhs/ adj or n dark greyish blue [adj ME pers, fr MF, fr ML 
persus, prob fr L Persa Persian, n fr adj] 
per se /pa 'say/ adv by, of, or in itself; intnnsically [L] 
persecute /'puhsi.kyooht/ vt 1 to harass in a manner designed to injure 
or afflict; specif to cause to sufTer because of race, religion, political beliefs, 
etc 2 to annoy with persistent or urgent approaches, attacks, pleas, etc, 
pester [MF persecuter, back-formation fr persecuteur persecutor, fr LL 
persecutor, fr persecutus, pp of persequi to persecute, fr L, to pursue, fr 
per- through v sequi to follow - more at sue] - persecutor n, persecution 
/•'kyoohsh(a)n/ n, persecutory /-'kyooht(a)n/ adj 
peraaverance /.puhsi'viarans/ n 1 persevering, steadfastness 2 con- 
tinuance m a state of grace 

peraaveration /puh.sev3‘raysh(a)n/ n continuation of sthg (e g rep- 
etition of a word) usu to an excessive or exceptional degree [L persever- 
ation-, perseveratio, fr perseveratus, pp of perseverare] - peneverate 
/-'sevarayt/ vi 

paraavara /.puhsi'via/ vi to persist in a state, enterpnse, or undertaking 
in spite of adverse influences, opposition, or discouragement [ME persev- 
eren, fr MF perseverer, fr L perseverare, fr per- through + severus 
severe] 

Paraian /'puhsh(9)n, also -zh(9)n/ n or adj (a native, inhabitant, or 
language) of ancient Persia or modem Iran [Persia (now Iran), country 
in SW Asia] 

Paraian cat n a short-nosed domestic cat with long silky fur 
Paraian lamb n (the pelt, charactenzed by very silky tightly curled fur. 
oO the young of the karakul sheep 

paralflaga /'puhsi.fiahzh/ n fnvolous bantenng talk [F, fr persifler to 
banter, fr per- thoroughly f sitfkr to whistle, hiss, boo, fr L sibtlarCj of 
imit ongin] 

paraimmon /puh'siman/ n (the orange several-seeded globular fruit oO 
any ot yenus of Amencan and Asian trees of the ebony family with hard 
fine wov^i [of Algonquian ongm, akin to Cree pasiminan dned fruit] 
paraiat /pa'sist/ vi l to go on resolutely or stubbornly in spite of 
op;v)sition or warning 2 to be insistent in the repetition or pressing of an 
utterance (e g a question or opinion) 3 to continue to exist, esp past a 
usual, expected, or normal time [MF persister, fr L persistere, fr per- + 
sistere to Uke a stand, stand firm, akin to L stare to stand - more at 
stand] - peraister n 

paraiatant /pa'sist(a)nt/ adj 1 continuing to exist in spite of interference 
or treat ment <a ^ cough} 2a remaining (1) beyond the usual penod (a 
^ leaf} (2) without change in function or structure gtHs} h of a 
chemical substance broken down only slowly in the envu’onment 
pesticides} [L persistent-, persistens, prp of persistere] - peraiitenca, 
persistency n, persistently adv 

paranickaty /pa'smkati/ adj, NAm 1 pernickety 2 snobbish [alter, of 
pernickety] 

paraon /'puhs(3)n/ n t a human being (considered as having a character 
of his/her own, or as bang different from all others) (you're just the 
/ wanted to see} 2 any of the 3 modes of being in the Tnnity as 
understood by Chnstians 3 a living human body or its outward appear- 
ance (she was small and neat of — } (insured against damage to and 
property} 4 an individual, corporation, etc with recognized legal nghu 
and duties 5 any of 3 forms of verb or pronoun that indicate reference 
to the speaker, to one spoken to, or to sby or sthg spoken of [ME, fr OF 
persone, fr L persona actor’s mask, character in a play, person, prob fr 
Etruscan phersu mask] - in peraoi in one’s own bodily presence <Ae 
appeared in person last tune} 

persona /puh'sohna/ a, pi (/) penonae /-ni/, (2) paraonas 1 pi the 
characters in a fictional work 2 an individual’s social facade that, esp in 
Jungian psychology, reflects the role that the individual is playing in life 
- compare anima [L] 



per 


722 


personable /'puhs(d)n9bl/ adj pleasing in person; attractive - person- 
abkncss n 

personage /'puhs(3)nij/ n I a person of rank, note, or distinction; esp 
one distinguished in presence and personal power 2 a dramatic, fictional, 
or histcHicai character 3 a human individual, a person - fml 
personal /'puhs(d)nl/ adj 1 of or affecting a person; private (done purely 
for ^ financial gainy 2a done in person without the intervention of 
another; also proceeding from a single person b carried on between 
individuals directly <a interview^ 3 of the person or body 4 of or 
refemng to (the character, conduct, motives, or private affairs oQ an 
individual, often in an offensive manner (don't make ~ remarks} 5 of 
personal property (a ^ estate} 6 denoting grammatical person [ME, fr 
MF, fr LL personalis, fr L persona] 

parsonal equation n (a correction made for) variation (e g in astro- 
nomical observation) due to a person's individual peculiarities 
personality /*puhs(a)n'abti/ n I pi reference, esp cntical. to a particular 
person (let's keep personalities out of this debate} 2 the totality of an 
individual's behavioural and emotional tendencies, broadlv a distinguish- 
ing complex of individual or group charactenstics 3a (sby having) 
distinction or excellence of personal and social traits b a person of 
importance, prominence, renown, or notoncty (a well-known stage ~ > 
[ME personalite, fr LL personalitat-, personalitas, fr personalis] 
person'ality .cult n the offiaally encouraged slavish admiration of a 
leader 

psrsonal-ize, -lac /'puhs(a)nl,iez/ vt 1 personify 1 2 to make personal 
or individual, specif xo mark as the property of a particular person <^d 
stationery} - persoBilization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

personally /'puhs(3)nli/ adv 1 in person (attend to the matter '^} 2 
as a person; in personality <~ attractive but not very trustworthy} 3 for 
oneself; as far as oneself is concerned (^, I don't think much of it} 4 as 
directed against oneself in a personal way (don't take my remarks about 
your plan 

personal pronoun n a pronoun (e g /, you, or they) that expresses a 
distinction of person 

personal property n all property other than freehold estates and 
mterests in land 

personalty /’puhs(p)nlti/ n personal property [AF personalte, fr LL 
personalitat-, personalitas personality] 

persona non grata /puh,sohn3 non 'grahtp/ adj personally unaccept- 
able or unwelcome [NL, person not acceptable] 
personate /'puhs(9)nayt/ vt 1 to impersonate, represent 2 to assume' 
(some character or capacity) with fraudulent intent - personator n, 
penonative /-stiv/ adj, personation /-'aysh(p)n/ n 
personification /pp,sonifi'kaysh(p)n/ n 1 the personifying of an 
abstract quality or thing 2 an embodiment, incarnation 
personify /ps'somfie/ vt 1 to conceive of or represent as having human 
qualities or form 2 to be the embodiment of in human form, incarnate 
(he was kindness personified) - personifler n 
personnel /.puhsp'nel/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a body of people 
employed (e g in a factory, office, or organization) or engaged on a project 
2 a division of an organization concerned with the employees and their 
welfare at work [F, fr G personale. personal, fr ML jiersoiia/e, fr LL, neut 
of personalis personal] 

'perspective /pa'spektiv/ adj of, using, or seen in perspective <a ^ 
drawing} - pcripectively adv 

^perspective n la (the technique of accurately representing on a flat or 
curved surface) the visual appearance of solid objects with respect to their 
relative distance and position b linear perspective 2a the aspect of an 
object of thought from a particular standpoint (try to get a different ~ 
on your problem} b (the capacity to discern) the true relationship or 
relative importance of things (get things in ^} 3 a picture or view giving 
a distinctive impression of distance; a vista [MF, fr ML perspecttva, fr 
fern of perspectivus of sight, optical, fr L perspectus, pp of perspicere to 
look through, see clearly, fr per- through + specere to look - more at per-, 
spy) 

Psrspsx /'puh.speks/ trademark - used for a transparent acrylic plav 
tic 

perspicacious /.puhspi'kayshas/ adj of acute mental vision or discern- 
ment; KEEN 3a - fml (L perspicac-, perspicax, fr perspicere] - perspica- 
doBsly adv, perspicadosaiias n, penpicacity /-'kasati/ n 
parspicuous /pa'spikyoo-as/ adj plain to the understanding, esp because 
of clarity and precision of presentation (a argument} - fml [L 
persphuus transparent, perspicuous, fr perspicere] - penplcuoaaly adv, 
psrspioiOBSiieaa n. penpicafty /.puhspi'kyooh>3ti/ n 


perspiration /,puhspi'raysh(9)n/ n 1 sweating 2 ’sweat 1 - perspira- 
tory /p9'spie'9r9t(9)ri/ adj 

perspire /pa'spie-a/ vi ‘sweat 1 [F perspirer, fr MF. fr L per- through 
I- spirare to blow, breathe - more at per-, spirit] 
persuade /pa'swayd/ vt 1 to move by argument, reasoning, or entreaty 
to a belief, position, or course of action 2 to cause to feel certain; convince 
(the icy roads d him of the need to dnve carefully} 3 to get (sthg) with 
difficulty out of or from (finally d an answer out of her} [L persuadere, 

fr per- thoroughly > suadere to advive, urge] - persuadable adj, per- 
suader n 

persuasible /pa'swaysabl, -zabl/ adj persuadable [MF. fr L persuasibi- 
lis persuasive, fr persuasus] 

persuasion /p9'swayzh(9)n/ n la persuading or being persuaded b 
persuasiveness (she has great powers of —} 2a an opinion held with 
complete assurance b (a group adhenng to) a particular system of 
religious beliefs 3 a kind, sort (people of the same — > [ME persuasioun, 
fr MF or L; MF persuasion, fr L persuasion-, persuasio, fr persuasus, pp 
of persuadere] 

persuasive /pa'swaysiv, -ziv/ adj tending or able to persuade - perauas- 
ively adv, persuasiveness n 

pert /puht/ adj 1 impudent and forward, saucy 2 tnm and chic, jaunty 
(a — little hat} [ME, open, bold, forward, modif of OF aperl, fr L apertus 
open, fr pp of apenre to open] - pertly adv, pertness n 
pertain /p'tayn/ vi la to belong to as a part, attribute, feature, function, 
or right (the destruction and havoc — mg to war} b to be appropnate to 
sthg (the criteria that ^ elsewhere do not apply here} 2 to have reference 
to (books — mg to birds} [ME perteinen, fr MF partenir, fr L pertinere 
to reach to, belong, fr per- through + tenere to hold] 
pertinacious /.puhti'nayshss/ adj clinging resolutely to an opinion, 
purpose, or design, often to the point of stubbornness - fml [L perrinac-, 
pertinax, fr per- thoroughly ^ tenac-, tenax tenacious, fr Tenere] - 
pertinaciously adv, pertinaciousness n, pertinacity /-'nasati/ n 
pertinent /'puhtinant/ adj clearly relevant (to the matter m hand) 
details} (ME, fr MF, fr L pertinent-, penmens, prp of peninere] - 
pertinence, pertinency n, pertinently adv 

perturb /pa'tuhb, puh-/ vt 1 to disturb greatly m mind, disquiet 2 to 
throw into confusion, disorder 3 to cause (a moving object, celestial body, 
etc) to deviate from a theoretically regular (orbital) motion (ME per- 
turben, fr MF periurber, fr L penurbare to tWrtiw into confusion, fr per- 
turbare to disturb - more at turrid] - perturbable adj, perturbation 
/,puht9'baysh(9)n/ n, perturbational adj 

pertussis /pa'tusis/ n whcxiping cough [NL, fr L per- thoroughly f 
tussis cough] 

peruke /ps'roohk/ n a long curly wig worn by men in the 17th and 18th 
c [MF perruque, fr Oil parrucca, perrucca hair, wig] 
peruse /pa'roohz/ vt 1 to examine or consider with attention and m 
detail, study - fml 2 to look over the contents of (e g a book) - often 
humor [ME perusen, prob fr L per- thoroughly + ME usen to use] - 
perusal n, peruser n 

pervade /pa'vayd, puh-/ vt to become diffused throughout every part of 
(L pervadere to go through, pervade, fr per- through f vadere to go -- 
more at pfr-, wade] - pervasion /-zh(3)n/ n, pervasive /-siv, -ziv/ adj, 

pervasively adv, pervasiveness n 

perverse /paVuhs, puh-/ adj la obstinate in opposing what is nght, 
reasonable, or accepted, wrongheaded b arising f^rom or indicative of 
stubbornness or obstinacy 2 unreasonably opposed to the wishes of 
others; uncooperative, contrary [ME, fr L perversus, fr pp of perverlere] 

- perversely adv, perversity, perverseness o 

perversion /p9'vuh$h(a)n, puh-/ n 1 perverting or being perverted 2 
sthg perverted; esp abnormal sexual behaviour - perversive /-siv/ adj 
'pervert /pa'vuht/ vt 1 to cause to turn aside or away from what is good, 
true, or morally nght; corrupt 2a to divert to a wrong end or purpose; 
misuse b to twist the meaning or sense of; misinterpret [ME perverten, 
fr MF pervertir, fr L pervenere to overtilm, corrupt, pervert, fr per- 
thoroughly i vertere to turn - more at Pioi-, 'worth] - perverter n 
’pervert /’puhvuht/ n a perverted person; specif one given to some form 
of sexual perversion 

perverted /ps'vuhtid, puh-/ adj 1 corrupt 1 2 marked by perversion 

- pertertedly adv, pervertedness n 

pervious /'puhvi>3s, -vyas/ adj 1 permeable < ^ soil} 2 accessible to('^ 
to reason} - fml [L pervius, f^r per- through -f via way - more at per, 
via] - perviouaneta n 

pesante /pe'zantay/ adv in a heavy manner - used as a direction in music 
[It, fr prp of pesare to weigh, fr L pensare to ponder - more at 
pensive] 
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peseta /pa'secta, pa'sayU/ n Spun at nationality (Sp, dim of 
peso] 

pesewa /prsaywah/ n, pi peaewu Ghana at nationality 
[Fante] 

pesky /'pcski/ adj, NAm troublesome, vexatious - infml [prob irreg fr 
pest + -y] 

peso /'paysoh/ n, pi pesos 1 a former silver com of Spam and Spanish 
America worth 8 reals 2 (a note or com representing) the basic money 
unit of certain Spanish-speaking South and Latin Amencan countnes (e g 
Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Uruguay) and the Philippines national 
ITY [Sp, lit., weight, fr L pensum - more at ’poisl] 
pessary /'pesan/ n 1 a vaginal suppository 2 a device worn m the vagina 
to support the uterus or prevent conception [ME pessane, fr LL pes- 
sanum, fr pessus, pessutn, fr Gk pessos oval stone for playing draughts, 
pessary] 

pessimism /'pesi.mix(a)m/ /i 1 a tendency to stress the adverse aspects 
of a situation or event or to expect the worst possible outcome 2 the 
doctrine that this is the worst of all possible worlds [F pessimisme, fr L 
pesstmus worst > more at pfjorativl] - pessimist n, pessimistic 
/-'mistik/ adj, pessimistically adv 

pest /pest/ n 1 a pestilence 2 a plant or animal capable of causing 
damage or carrying disease 3 sby or sthg that pesters or annoys, a 
nuisance [MF peste, fr L pestis] 

pester /pesta/ vt to harass with petty irntations, annoy [modif of MF 
empestrer to hobble, embarrass, fr (assumed) VL impastonare, fr L in- ^ 
(assumed) VL pastona hobble, fr L pastor herdsman ~ more at fas 
tor] 

pesticide /'pestisied/ n a chemical used to destroy insects and other pests 
of crops, domestic animals, etc 

pestiferous /pe'suH^)^^/ sdj 1 dangerous to society, pernicious 2 
carrying or propagating infection [ME, fr L pestifer pestilential, noxious, 
fr pestis + ’fer -ferous] - pestiferously adv 

pestilence /pestilans/ n a virulent and devastating epidemic disease. 
specif BUBONIC PI AGUE 

pestilent /'pestibnt/ adj 1 deslruclivc of life, deadly 2 morally harmful, 
pernicious 3 causing displeasure or annoyance, irritating [MF fr L 
pestilent-, pestiicns pestilential, fr pestis] ~ pestilently adv 
pestilentisi /.pesti'lensh(a)l/ adj pestilent - pestilentially adv 
'pestle /'pesi/ n 1 a usu club-shaped implement for pounding substances 
in a mortar 2 any of vanous devices for pounding, stamping, or pressing 
[ME pestel, fr MF, fr L pistillum, akin to MLG visel pestle. L pilum 
pestle, javelin, pinsere to pound, crush] 

^pestle vb to pound or pulvenze (as iQ with a pestle 
'pet /pet/ n 1 a domesticated animal kept for companionship rather than 
work or food 2 sby who is treated with unusual kindness or consideration, 
a favourite 3 chiefly Br darling 1 - used chiefly by women as an 
affectionate form of address [perh back-formation fr ME pety small - 
more at petty] 

*pet adj'^la'kept or treated as a pet b for pet animals <a shop} 2 
expressing fondness or endearment <a name) 3 favounte </i/s -- 
project} 

•pet vb -tt- vt 1 to stroke m a gentle or loving manner 2 to treat with 
unusual kindness and consideration, pamper ^ w to engage m amorous 
embracing, caressing, etc - petter n 
*pet n a fit of peevishness, sulkiness, or anyr [origin unknown] 
peta- comb form thousand billion (10”) physics [ISV, perh fr Gk 
peta- (in petannynu to spread out, petasma sthg spread out)] 
petal /’pctl/ n any of the modified often bnghtly coloured leaves of the 
corolla of a flower plant [NL petalum, fr Gk petalon; akin to Gk 
petaanynai to spread out - more at fathom] - petaled, adj, 

petalUke adj, petaloid /-oyd/ adj 

petaloua /’petlos/ adj having (such or so many) petals - usu in 
combination <po/ypetalous) 

petard /pe'tahd, pi-/ /i 1 a case conuining an explosive for military 
demolitions 2 a firework that explodes with a loud report [MF, fr peter 
to break wind, fr pet expulsion of wind, fr L peditum, fr neut of peditus, 
pp of pedere to break wind; akin to Gk bdetn to break wind] 
peter /'peeta/ vi to diminish gradually and come to an end; give out - 
usu ^ out [origin unknown] 

Peter a (either of 2 New Testament epistles attnbuted to) a fisherman of 
Galilee and one of the 12 apostles [LL Petrus, fr Gk Petros, fr petra 
rock] 

.Peter 'Pan /pan/ n a male who seems never to age [Peter Pan, hero of 
the play Peter Pan, or the boy who wouldn 'tgrow up by Sir James Bame 
1 1937 Sc novelist & dramatist] 


Peter Pan collar n a usu small flat collar attached to a round neck and 
with rounded ends that meet in front 

petersham /'peetasham/ n 1 (a coat made oO a rough nubbly woollen 
cloth 2 a heavy corded nbbon used for belts and put round hats [Charles 
Stanhope, Lord Petersham tlSSl E colonel] 

Peter's pence n pi but sing in constr an annual tnbute of a penny 
formerly paid by each householder in England to the papal see [fr the 
tradition that St Peter founded the papal see] 

pethidine /'pethideen, -dm/ n a synthetic narcotic drug with actions and 
uses similar to those of morphine but with less sedative effect [perh blend 
of pipendme and ethyl] 

petillent /'petiyohn (Fr petija)/ adj, of wine mildly eflervescent [F 
petillant, prp of petiller to cflcrvesce with a crackling sound, fr MF petiller 
to crackle, fr peter to break wind - more at petard] 
petiole /'peti-ohl/ n the usu slender stalk by which a leaf is attached to 
a stem [NL petiolus, fr L, small foot, fruit stalk, alter, of pediculus, dim. 
of ped-, pcs foot - more at foot] - petiolated adj, petioled, petiolate 
/-layt, -bt/ adj, pedolar /.peti'ohb/ adj 

petit bourgeois /.peti 'booozh-wah (Fr poti bur3wa)/ n, pi pedts 
bourgeois Z'*/ a member of the petite bourgeoisie [F, lit , small bour- 
geois] - petit bourgeois adj 

petite /pa'teet/ adj, esp of a woman having a small trim figure [F. fern 
of petit small] 

petite bourgeoisie /pa.teet booazh wah'zee (Fr patit bur3wazi)/ n sing 
or pi in constr the lower middle class [F. In., small bourgeoisie] 
petit four /.peti 'faw (Fr pati fur)/ n, pi petits fours, petit fours /fawz 
(Fr '^)/ a small fancy cake or biscuit [F, lit . small oven] 

'petition /pi'tish(3)n/ n 1 an earnest request, an entreaty 2 (a document 
embodying) a formal written request to a superior 3 sthg asked or 
requested [ME, fr MF, fr L petition-, petit lo, fr petitus, pp of petere to 
seek, request - more at fF-ather] - petitionary adj 
’petition vb to make an esp formal wntten request (to or for) - 
petitioner n 

petitio principii /pi.tishi oh pnn'kipMe/ n a logical fallacy in which a 
premise is assumed to be true without justification [ML, lit., postulation 
of the beginning, begging the question] 

petit mal /.peti 'mal/ n (an attack of) mild epilepsy - compare grand 
MAL [F, lit , small illness) 

petit point /.peti 'poynt (Fr pati pwr)/ n tent stitch, also needlepoint 
embroidery worked on canvas across single threads in tent stitch - 
compare OROS point [F, lit , small point] 

petit poie /,peti 'pwah, p9,tee' (Fr poti pwa)/ n, pi petits pois /pwah(z) 
(Fr a small young slightly sweet green pea [F. small pea] 
petr- petTi-, petro- comb form stone; rock (^petrology} [NL, fr Gk petr-, 
petro-, petros stone A petra rock] 

Petrarenan sonnet /pi'trahkan, pe-, pee-/ n a sonnet consisting of an 
octave rhyming abba abba and a sestet rhyming in any of vanous patterns 
(eg ede ede or ede ede) [Petrarch (Francesco Petrarca) t1374 It 
poet) 

petrel /’petrel/ n any of numerous seabirds, esp any of the smaller 
long-winged birds (e g a storm petrel) that fly far from land [alter, of 
earlier pitteral] 

petri dish /’peetn/ n a small shallow glass or plastic dish with a loose 
cover uivd esp for cultures of microorganisms (e g bactena) [Julius Petri 
tl92I G bactenologist] 

petrifaction /,petnTaksh(3)n/ n 1 the process of petnfying; bang 
pt'iriffed 2 sthg petnfied 

petrification /,petrifi'kaysh(3)n/ n petnfaction 
petrify /'petrified vt 1 to convert (as if) into stone or a stony substance 
2a to make lifeless or inactive; deaden b to confound with fear, amaze- 
ment, or awe; paralyse <is petrified of talking in puMic - Alan Frank) ^ vi 
to become stone or of stony hardness or ngidity [MF petrifier, fr petr- 
+ -ifier -ify] 

Petrine /’peetnen/ adj 1 of (the doctnnes associated with) the apostle 
Peter 2 of Peter the Great [LL Petrus Peter] 
petrochemical /.petroh'kemikl. -tr»-/ n a chemical obtained from 
petroleum or natural gas (pernoleum + chemical] - petroeheiBfeal adj, 
petrocheoiiatry /-Icemistn/ n 

'petro, dollar /-.dob/ n a unit of foreign exchange obtained by a 
petroleum-exporting country by sales abroad [petroleum + doiSar] 
petrography /petrogmfi/ n the description and systematic classifica- 
tion of rocks [NL petwgraphia, fr peir- -v L -gnphia -graphy] - 
petrographer n, petrographic /.petra'grafik/, petrograpkkal adf, petror^* 
phically adv 

petrol /'petral/ n, chiefly Br a volatile inflammable liquid hydrocarbon 
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mixture ^ned from petroleum and used as a fuel for mtemal-combustion 
engines car [F essence de petrole, lit , essence of petroleum] 
petrolatum /.petra'Iaytam/ n petrol fum jelly [NL, fr ML 
petroleum] 

patroloum /pa'trohli am, -lyam/ n an oily inflammable usu dark liquid 
composed of a mixture of hydrocarbons, widely occurring in the unpw 
strata of the earth, and reflned for use as petrol, naphtha, etc 
ENERGY [ML, fr L petr- 4 oleum oil more at oil] 
pa.trolaum 'jelly n a semisolid mixture of hydrocarbons obtained from 
petroleum and used esp as the basis of ointments 
petrology /pe'trobji/ n a science that deals with the ongin, structure, 
composition, etc of rocks [ISV] - pctrologist n, petrologic /.pctra'Iojtk/, 
pctroiogjkal adj, petrologi^ly adv 
'petrol .etation n, Br fiiling station 

petrous /petras, 'pee-/ adj resembling stone, esp in hardness specif of 
or being the hard dense part of the human temporal bone that contains 
the internal heanng organs [MF petreux, fr L petrosus, fr petra rock, 
frGk] 

'petticoat /'peti.koht/ n 1 an outer skirt formerly worn by women and 
small children 2 a skirt designed to be worn as an undergarment (MF 
petycote short tunic, petticoat, fr pety small t cote coat] - petticoated 
adj 

^petticoat adj of or exercised by women, female go\emmenfj - 
chiefly humor or derog 

pettifog /peti.fog/ vi -gg- 1 to engage in legal chicanery 2 to quibble 
over insignificant details [back-formation fr pettifogger, prob fr petty * 
obs E fogger (perh fr Fugger, ISth & 16th-c G family of financiers & 
merchants)] pettifogger n, pettifoggery n 

pettitoes i^peti.tohz/ n pi the feet of a pig used as food [pi of obs petty toe 
(offal), fr MF petite aye small goose, goose giblets] 
petty /'peti/ adj 1 having secondary rank or importance also tnvial 2 
small-minded [ME pety small, minor, alter of petit, fr MF] - pettiness 
n, pettily adv 

petty bourgeois n pftit bourgeois 
.petty 'cash n cash kept on hand for payment of minor items 
.petty 'larceny n, SAm larceny involving property below a value 
specified by law > no longer used technically in the UK 
petty officer n - compare noncommissionfd officer ■3" RANK 
petty officer first class n 13” rank 
petty officer second ciass a "3” rank 
petty officer third class n ^3” rank 

petulant /'petyoobnt/ adj charactenzed by temporary or capricious itl 
humour, peevish [L or MF, MF, fr L petulant-, pctulans, akin to L petere 
to go to, attack, seek - more at feathfr] - petulance n, petulantly 
adv 

petunia /pi'tyoohnya, -ni a/ n any of a genus of plants of the nightshade 
family with Urge bnghtly coloured funnel-shaped flowers [NL, genus 
name, fr obs F petun tobacco, fr Tupi petyn] 
pew /pyooh/ n 1 a bench fixed in a row for the use of the congregation 
in a church, also a high compartment with such benches for the accommo- 
dation of a group (e g a family) 2 Bra seat ^take a ^ > - infml [ME pewe, 
fr MF puie balustrade, fr L podia, pi of podium parapet, podium, fr Gk 
podton base, dim of pod-, pous foot - more at 1 00 r] 
pewit /peeiWit/ n a peewit 

pewter /'pyoohta/ n (utensils, vessels, etc made oO any ot vanous 
tin-containing alloys, esp one of tin and lead [ME, fr MF peutre, akin to 
It peltro pewter] - pewter adj 

pev^erer /'pyooht(d)ra/ n one who works with pewter (and makes 
utensils or vessels) 

peyote /pay'ohti, pi-/ n 1 any of several Amencan cacti, esp mescal 1 
2 mescal button, also mescaline [Mex Sp, fr Nahuatl peyotl] 
peyotl /pay'ohti/ n peyote 

pfennig /'(p)fenig. -nikhjper 'pfrni^)/ n, pJ pfennigs, pfennige /-niga 
{Ger -niga)/ often cap Germany (Federal Republic), Germany 
(Democratic Republic) at nationality [G, fr OHG pfenning - more at 
penny] 

pH /,pee 'aych/ n the negative loganthm of the hydrogen-ion concentra- 
tion m moles per litre, used to express the acidity or alkalinity of a solution 
on a scale of 0 to 14 with 7 representing neutrality [G, fr potenz power 
4 //, symbol for hydrogen] 

phaeton /*fayt(a)n/ n a bgbt open 4-wheeled carnage [Phaethon, 
character in Gk legend who attempted to dnve the chanot of the sun] 
phag*, phago- comb form eating, devounng (phagocyte) [Gk. fr phagan 
to eat - more at baksheesh] 
phage /fayj/ a a bacteriophage [by shortening] 


-phagia /-'fayji a/ comb fonn ( ^n) eating (a specified amount) (dys- 
phagia) eating (a specified substance) (/nfcrophagia> [NL, fr Gk. fr 
phagetn to eat] - -phagous /-fagas/ comb form (^adj) 
phagocyte /faga,siet/ n a macrophage, white blood cell, etc that 
characteristically engulfs foreign matenal (e g bactena) and consumes 
debns (e g from tissue injury) [ISV, fr Gk phagein « NL -cyta -cyte] - 
phagocyte adj, phagocytic /.faga'sitik/ adj, phagocytically adv 
phagocytosis /.fagasie'tohsis/ n, pi phagocytoses /-seez/ the uptake 
and usu destruction of extracellular solid matter by phagocytes - compare 
pin(x:ytosis [NL] - phagocytotic / 'totik/ adj, phagocytotically adv, 
phagocytose /'fagasie.tohz/ vt, phagocytize / tiez/ vt 
-phagy /-faji/ comb form ( - n) phagia [Ok -phagia, fr phagein] 
phalanger /fa'lanja/ n any of various Australian marsupial mammals 
ranging in size from a mouse to a large cat [NL, fr Gk phalang-, 
phalanx] 

phalanstery /'fabnst(a)ri/ n a f ounenst cooperative community [F 
phalanstere dwelling of a Fourierist community, fr L phalang-, phalanx 
f F -stere (as in monastere monastery)] 
phalanx /'talangks/ n pi phalanges /fs'lanjeez/ phalanxes 1 sing or pi 
in constr a body of troops, esp those of ancient Greece, in close array 2 
any of the digital bones of the hand or foot of a vertebrate 3 anatomy 
3 sing or pi in constr a massed arrangement of people, animals, or things, 
esp a body of people organized for a common purpose [L phalang . 
phalanx, fr Gk. battle line, digital bone, lit , log - more at bai k] 
phaiarope /'fab.rohp/ n, pi phalaropes, esp collectively phalarope any 
of vanous small wading birds that have lobed toes and are g(x>d swimmers 
[F fr NL phalaropod . phalaropus, fr Gk phalanx coot (akin to Gk 
phaJios having a white spot) -> pod pous foi^t more at bald knu] 
phallic /’falik/ adj of or resembling a phallus - phallically adv 
phallus /Tabs/ n, p! phsJli / lie/ phalluses (a symbol or representation 
oO the penis [I, fr Gk phallos penis, representation of the penis more 
at 'Blow] 

phanerogam /fanarohgam/ n a spermatophyte [F phanerogame 
denv of Gk phaneros visible (fr phainein to show) ^ gamos marriage 
more at buamy] - phanerogamic / fanaroh gamik/ adj, phanerogamous 
/ Vogamas/ adj 

phantasm /'fan taz(a)m/ n 1 an illusion 2a a ghost, spectre b a figment 
of the imagination, a fantasy [MF Untaxn\(^, fr OF fr I phantasma, fr 
Gk, fr phanta/ein to present to the mind more at fancy] phantasmal 
/fan'tazmfa)!/ adj, phantasmic /fan'tazmik/ adj 
phantasmagoria / fanta/ma'gawn a/ n 1 an optical effect by which 
figures on a screen appear to dwindle into the distance or to rush towards 
the observer with enormous increase of size 2 a constantly shifting 
confused succession of things seen or imagined (c g in a dreaming or 
feverish slate) [F phantasmagone, fr phantasme phantasm (fr OF fan 
tasme) agone (prob fr Gk ageircin to assemble, collect) more at 
orloarious] - phantasmagoric / ma'gonk/ adj 
phantasy /'fanlasi/ vh or n (to) fantasy 

'phantom /'fantam/ n la sthg (e g a ghost) apparent to the senses but 
with no substantial existence b sthg elusive or unreal a will o' the wisp 
c sthg existing only in the imagination (/us dreams troubled by of the 

pasty 2 sthg existing m appearance only, a form without substance [ME 
fantosme, fantome, fr MF fantosme, niodif of I phantasma] - phantom- 
like adv or adj 

^phantom adj 1 of the nature of, suggesting, or being a phantom 2 
fictitious, dummy / ^ voters/ 

pharaoh /'fcoroh/ n, often cap a ruler of ancient Egypt [LL pharaon-, 
pharao, fr Gk pharao, fr Heb par‘oh, fr Egypt pr-‘ ',] - pharaonic 
/fco ronik/ adj, often cap 

pharaoh ant n a small red ant that is a household and greenhouse 
pest 

Pharisaic /.fan'sav ik/, Pharisaical / kl/ adj 1 cap of the Phansees 2 
marked by hypocntical self-nghteousness [LL phansaicus, fr LGk 
phansaikos, fr Gk phansaios Pharisee] - Pharisaism Aansay,iz(a)m/ n 
pharisee /fansee/ n \ capa member of a Jewish party noted for stnet 
adherence to (their own oral traditions interpreting) the Torah 2 a 
phansaic person [ME phanse, fr OE fanse, fr LL phansaeus, fr Gk 
phansaios, fr Aram perishayya, pi of pirisha, lit , separated] 
'pharmaceutical /,fahma'syoohtikl/ also pharmaceutic adj of or 
engaged in pharmacy or in the manufacture of medicinal substances [LL 
phaimacejticus, fr Gk pharmakeutikr^, fr phaanakeuem to administer 
drugs - more at pharmacy] - pharmaceutically adv 
^pharmaceutical n a medicinal drug 
.pharma'ceutics /-tiks/ n pi but sing in constr pharmacy 1 
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ph•rm•co-coJll^/! 7 ^n medicine; drug (pharmaco/ogy) [Gk pharmako- 
, fr phannakon] 

pharmacology /.fahma'kobji/ n 1 the science of drugs and their effect 
on living things 2 the properties and effects of a usu specified drug (the 
of morphine) ~ phannacologiat n, pharmacologic /-ka'Iojik/, phar* 
macologicfd adj, phannacologlcally adv 

pharmacopoaia /.fahmaka'pee-a/ n 1 an (official) book descnbing 
drugs, chemicals, and medicinal preparations 2 a stix:k of drugs [NL. fr 
LGk pharmakopona preparation of drugs, fr Gk pharmako- + poiein to 
make - more at poet] - pharmacopoeial /-’pee al/ adj 
pharmacy /'fahmasi/ n 1 the preparation, compounding, and dispens- 
ing of drugs 2a a place where medicines are compounded or dispensed 
b CHEMIST 2 [LL Pharmacia administration of drugs, fr Gk phannakeia, 
(t pharmakeuem to administer drugs, fr pharmakon magic charm, poison, 
drug, akin to Lith burti to practise magic] - pharmacist n 
pharyng-, pharyngo- comb form pharynx (pharyng/rivXpharyngeaT) 
[Gk, fr pharyng-, pharynx] 

pharynx /'fanngks/ n, pi pharynges /fa'nnjeery alw pharynxes the part 
of the vertebrate alimentary canal between the mouth cavity and the 
oesophagus [NL pharyng-, pharynx, fr Gk, throat, pharynx, akin to ON 
barki throat. L forare to bore - more at 'bore] - pharyngeal /.fann'jec al/ 
adj, pharyngitis /.fann'jietas/ n 

'phase /fayz/ n 1 a particular appearance or state in a regularly recurring 
cycle of changes <^s of the moon) 2a a discemable part or stage in a 
course, development, or cycle (the early of his career) b an aspect 
or part (e g of a problem) under consideration 3 a stage of progress in a 
regularly recurnng motion or cyclic process (e g an alternating electnc 
current) with respect to a starting point or standard position 4 a 
homogeneous and mechanically separable portion of matter present in a 
complex mfiAlure' (NL phasts, fr Gk, appearance of a star, phase of the 
m(X)n, fr phainem to show - more at kancy] - phasic /fayzik/ adj 
^phase vt 1 to conduct or carry out by planned phases 2 to schedule (e g 
operations) or contract for (e g goods or services) to be performed or 
supplied as required a development programme) 
.phase-contrast adj of, employing, or produced by the phase-contrast 
microscope 

phase-contrast microscope n a microscope that changes differences 
in the phase of the light transmitted through or reflected by the object into 
differences of intensity in the image and is used esp for examining 
biological specimens that have not been stained 
phasa in vt to introduce the practice, production, or use of in gradual 
stages <phase in a new model) 

phasa out vt to discontinue the practice, production, or use of in gradual 
stages <phase out the old machinery) - phaseout n 
-phasla /-.fayzya, -zh(y)3/ comb form {-n) speech disorder <dysphasia> 
[NL, fr Gk, speech, fr phasis utterance, fr phanai to speak, say - more 
at 'ban] 

phasor /fayza/ n a regularly alternating quantity (e g current or voltage) 
that IS represented graphically by a directed line segment whose length 
represents the magnitude and whose direction represents the phase - 
compare vector la ['phase vector] 

phatic /fatik/ adj, of speech expressing feelings or esublishing an 
atmosphere of sociability rather than communicating ideas [Gk phatos, 
verbal of phanai to speak] - phaticilly adv 

phaaaant /fcz(a)nt/ n, pi pheasants, esp collectively pheasant any of 
numerous large often long-tailed and brightly coloured Old World (game) 
birds [ME fesaunt, fr AF, fr OF fesan, fr L phasianus, fr Gk phasianos, 
fr phasianos of the Phasis nver, fr Phasis, nver in Colchis, ancient country 
in Asia] 

phallam /Tebm/ n an outer layer of cork cells produced m tl ^ , oots or 
stems of woody plants by phellogen [Gk phellos cork E -em (as in 
phloem)] 

ph«llod«rm /’feloh.duhm/ n a layer of (parenchyma) cells produced 
inwardly in the roots or stems of woody plants by phellogen [Gk phellos 
> ISV -derm] 

phellogen Aebjan/ n a single row of cells in the outer layer of a woody 
plant stem or root that divides to form phellcm to the outside and 
phelloderm to the inside [Gk phellos v ISV -gen] 
phen-, pheno- comb form of or derived from benzene <phena/ifAnene>, 
containing phenyl <pheno6iar6i/B/> (phenol) [obs phene (benzene), fr F 
phine, fr Gk phainem to show - more at fancy; fr its occurrence in 
illuminating gas] 

phenacetin /fi'nasatin/ n a compound related to acetanilide and for- 
merly used as a painkiller [ISV] 

phanobarbitona /.feenoh'bahbi.tohn/ NAm chiefly phenobarbital 


/-bit(a)l/ n. chiefly Br a barbiturate used esp as a sedative and anticonvul- 
sant m the treatment of epilepsy 

phenocryst /'fena.knst. Tee-/ n any of the prominent embedded crystals 
of a porphyry rock [F phenocryste, fr Gk phainem to show + krystallos 
crystal - more at fancy] - phcnocrystic //ena'knstik, .fee-/ adj 
phenol /'feenol/ n (any of various denvatives of benzene containing a 
hydroxyl group and analogous to) a caustic poisonous hydroxy benzene 
used in dilute solution as a disinfectant [ISV phen- -o/] - phenolic 
/fi'nolik/ adj 

phenolphthalein /.feenolfthayli in, -li een/ n a synthetic compound 
used in medicine as a purgative and in chemical analysis as an indicator 
that is brilliant red in alkaline solutions [ISV] 

phenomenal /fi'nominl/ adj relating to or being a phenomenon- e g a 
known through the senses rather than through thought or intuition b 
concerned with phenomena rather than with hypotheses c extraordinary, 
remarkable (a success) - phenomenally adv 
phe'nomenal.iem /-,iz(3)m/ n a theory which holds that knowledge is 
limited to phenomena - phenomenalist n, phenomenallstic /-'istik/ adj, 
phenomenalistically adv 

phenomenological /ri,nominrojikl/ adj 1 of phenomenology or phe- 
nomenalism 2 phenomenal a, b - phenomenologically adv 
phenomenology /fi.nomi'nobji/ n 1 the descnption of the formal 
structure of the objects of awareness and of awareness itself in abstraction 
from any causal connections with the external world 2a the classification 
of a related group of phenomena (the ^ of religion) b an analysis 
produced by phenomenological investigation [G phanomenologie, fr 
phanomenon phenomenon f -logic -logy] - phenomenologist n 
phenomenon /fi'nominan/ n. pi phenomena /-na/ also phenomenons 1 
an observable fact or event 2a an object of sense perception rather than 
of thought or intuition b a fact or event that can be scientifically desenbed 
and explained 3a a rare or significant fact or event (vandalism is a social 
-^) b an exceptional, unusual, or abnormal person, thing, or event, a 
prtxligy (LL phaenomeiion, ft Gk phainomenon, fr neut of phainomenos. 
prp of phainesthai to appear, fr phainem to show - more at fancy] 
phenothiazine /.feenoh'thie azeen/ /t 1 a synthetic compound used m 
chemical synthesis and in vetennary medicine against parasitic worms 2 
any of vanous phenothiazine derivatives (e g chlorpromazine) used as 
tranquillizing agents, esp in the treatment of schizophrenia [ISV] 
phenotype /'feenoh.tiep/ n the visible characteristics of an organism 
that are produced by the interaction of the organism’s genes and the 
environment (G phanotypus, fr Gk phainem to show * typos type] - 
phenotypic /.fccnoh'tipik/ also phenotypical adj, pbenotypically adv 
phenyl /'fenil, 'feenil, -niel, -nl/ n a univalent radical C.H, that is derived 
from benzene by removal of I hydrogen atom - often in combination 
[ISV] phenylic /fe'nilik, fee-/ adj 

phenylalanine /.feni'labneen/ n an ammo acid found in most proteins 
that IS essential for human metabolism [ISV] 

phenylbutazone /.feml'byoohla.zohn. ,fee-/ n a synthetic drug used esp 
to treat the pain and inflammation of arthntis and gout [phenyl + butyric 
acid i- pyrazalone (C,H,N,0)] 

phenylketonuria /.fenil.keet3'nyooano, .fee-/ n an inhented metabolic 
disease in human beings that results in severe mental deficiency if 
untreated from birth [phenyl + ketone ♦ -una] - phenylketonuric /-nk/ 
adj or /; 

phenylthiocarbamide /,fenil,thieoh'kahbamied, .fee-/ n phenylthi- 
ourea 

phenylthiourea /.feml.thieohyoo'reea, .fee-/ n an extremely bitter 
compound that can be tasted only by people with a particular dominant 
gene 

pheromone /Teramohn/ n a chemical substance that is produced by an 
animal and stimulates 1 or more behavioural responses in other individ- 
uals of the same species [ISV phero- (fr Gk pherein to carry) + -mone 
(as in hormone) - more at ^bear] - pheromonal /.fera'mohnl/ adj 
phew /fyooh/ inteij ~ used to express shock, relief, or exhaustion 
phi /fie/ n the 2 1st letter of the Greek alphabet [MGk, fr Gk phei] 
phial /'fie-al/ n a small closed or closable vessel, esp for holding liquid 
medicine [ME, fr L phiala, fr Gk p/ua/e] 

Phi Beta Kappa /,fie .beeta icapa/ n (a member oO an American college 
fraternity whose membership is based on academic distinction [Phi Beta 
Kappa {Society), fr phi + beta 4 kappa, initials of the society’s Gk motto 
philosophia biou kybem^es philosophy the guide of life] 
phll-, philo- comb form loving <philo^7iis/>;having an affinity for <philo- 
progenitive) [ME, fr OF, fr L. fr Gk. fr philos dear, friendly] 
phlladelphua /.ftla'delfas/ n any of a genus of ornamental shrubs of the 
hydrangea family, esp mock orange [NL. genus name, fr Ok philadel- 
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phos brotherly, fr phth + addphos brother, fr ha-, a- (akin to homos 
same) f ddphys womb > more at same, dolphin] 
philander /fi'landa/ vt 1 of a man to flirt 2 to have many casual love 
affairs [obs philander (lover, philanderer), prob fr Philander, stock name 
for a lover in early romances, fr Gk philos ^ andr-, aner man] - 
philanderer n 

philanthropic /.fibn'thropik/ also philanthropical /-kl/ adj 1 of or 
characterized by philanthropy, humanitarian 2 dispensmg or receiving 
aid from funds set aside for humamtanan purposes <a ^ institution} - 

pbilanthropically adv 

philanthropy /fi'lanthrapi/ n 1 goodwill to one's fellow men, esp active 
effort to promote the welfare of others 2 a philanthropic act or gift [LL 
philantbre^, fr Gk philanthropia, fr philanthropos loving mankind, fr 
phii- ^ anthropos man] - philanthropist n 

philataly /filatali/ n the study and collection of (postage) stamps [F 
philatelic, fr phtl- + Gk atdeia tax exemption, fr atdes free from tax, fr 
a* + tdos tax, akin to Gk idem to pay, tlenai to bear - more at iollratf] 

- philatelist n, philatelic /.fib'telik/ adj, philateiically adv 

-phila/ -fiel/, -phil /-fil/ comb form ( - /j) one having a fondness or liking 
for <Fnii7COphile>, also one having a chemical affinity for (neutrophil} 
(F -phile, fr Gk -philos, fr philos] - >phile comb form ( - adj) 
Philemon /fie'lecmon/ n a letter wntten by St Paul to a Chnstian living 
in the area of Colossae urging him to forgive his runaway slave, which is 
included as a book in the New Testament [Gk Philemon] 
Philharmonic /.fib'momk, ,fil(h)ah-/ n symphony orchi^ira (F 
philharmonique, lit , loving harmony, fr It filarmonico, fr fil phil 4 
armonia harmony, fr L harmonia] 

•philia / -Till a/ comb form ( - n) abnormal appetite or liking for (necro 
philia) [NL, fr Gk philia friendship, ft philos dear] - -pblliac comb form 
(■-adj) 

philibeg /Till, beg/ n a filibeg 

•philic / ■Tilik/ comb form ( - adj) having (chemical) affinity for, liking 
(pbotophihe} - compare -phobic [Gk philos -philous] 

Philippiana /fi'lipi anz, also .fili'pee mi/ n pi but sing in constr a letter 
wntten by St Paul to the Chnstians of Philippi, included as a book in the 
New Testament 

philippic /fi lipik/ n a speech or declamation full of bitter invective [MF 
philippique, fr L A Gk, L philippica, orat tones phtlippicae, speeches of 
Cicero t43 bc against Mark Antony, trans of Gk philippikoi logoi, 
speeches of Demosthenes t322 bc against Philip II of Macedon lit 
speeches relating to Philip] 

philistine /'filistien/ n 1 cap a native or inhabitant of ancient Philistia 
2 often cap a person who professes indifference or opposition to intcllec 
tual or aesthetic values [Philistia, ancient country in SW Palestine] - 
philistine adj, philistinism n 

phillumeniat /fi'loohmamst/ n one who collects books of matches or 
matchbox labels [phil- + L lumen light - more at luminary] 
philodendron /.fib'dendran/ n. pi philodendrons, philodendra /-dra/ 
any of vanous plants of the arum family cultivated for their showy foliage 
[NL, fr Gk, ncut of philodendros loving trees, fr phtl f dendron tree - 
more at dendr-] 

philogyny /fi’lojmi/ n fondness for women [Gk philogynia, fr phil- * 
gyne woman - more at oulln] 

philology /fi'lobji/ n (historical and comparative) linguistics [F philolo- 
gie, fr L philologia love of learning and literature, fr Gk, fr philologos fond 
of learning and literature, fr phil- + logos word, speech - more at i eolnd] 

- philologist n, philological /Tib'lojikl/ adj, philologically adv 
philosopher /fi'losofa/ n la a scholar, thinker b a specialist in philos- 
ophy 2 a person whose philosophical viewpoint enables him/her to meet 
trouble with equanimity [ME. modif of MF philosophe, fr L philosophus, 
fr Gk philosophos, fr phil- + sophia wisdom, fr sophos wise] 

phitoeophers' stone n a substance believed by alchemists to have the 
power of transmuting base metals into gold 
philoeophical /.fib'sofikl/ adj 1 of philosophers or philosophy 2 calm 
in the face of trouble 

philoeoph ize, 'ise /fflosafiez/ w 1 to engage in philosophical reasoning 
2 to expand a tnte or superliaal philosophy 

philosophy /fi'losafi/ n la the pursuit of wisdom b the study of the 
nature of knowledge and existence and the pnnciples of moral and 
aesthetic value 2 the philosophical pnnciples or teachings of a specined 
individual, group, or penod (Kantian ^ > 3a the sum of beliefs and 
attitudes of a specified individual, group, or penod (the vegetanan ^ > 
h equanimity in the face of trouble or stress [ME philosophic, fr OF, fr 
L phUosophia, fr Gk, fr philosophos philosopher] 


•philous /-filas/ comb form ('•> adj') -phiiic (heliophilous} [Gk -philos, 
fr philos dear, fnendly] 

philtre, NAm chiefly philter /Tilta/ n a potion or drug reputed to have 
the power to arouse sexual passion [MF philtre, fr L philtrum, fr Gk 
philtron, akin to Gk philos dear] 

phizog /Tizog/ n fall 1 -infml or humor [by shonening A alter fr 
physiognomy] 

phleb-, phlebo- comb form vein <phleb/r/s> [ME fJeb-, fr MF. fr LL 
phlebo-, fr Gk phleb-, phlebo-, fr phleb-, phleps, akin to L fJuere to flow 

- more at fi i id] 

phlebitis /fli'bietas/ n inflammation of a vein [NL] 
phlebotomy /fli'botami/ n the letting or taking of blood in the treatment 
or diagnosis of disease [ME fleobotomie, fr MF flebotomie, fr LL 
phlebotomia, tr Gk, fr phleb- h tivnia tomy] phlebotomize vb, 
phiebotomist n 

phlegm /flem/ n I that one of the 4 humours in medieval physiology 
that was considered to bc cold and moist and to cause sluggishness 2 thick 
mucus secreted in abnormal quantities in the respiratory passages 3a dull 
or apathetic coldness or indifference b intrepid coolnc'ss, composure [ME 
fleume, fr MF, fr LL phlegmat-, phlegma, fr Gk, flame, inflammation, 
phlegm, fr phlegein to bum - more at bi ac k] - phlegmy adj 
phlegmatic /fleg'matik/ adj 1 resembling, consisting of, or producing 
phlegm 2 having or showing a slow and stolid temperament - phlegmati- 
cally adv 

phloem /’flohem/ n a complex vascular tissue ot higher plants that 
functions chiefly in the conduction of soluble food substances (c g sugars) 

- compare xyifm [G, fr Gk phloios, phkxis bark akin to Gk phallos 
penis more at ‘blow] 

phlogistic /flojistik/ adj 1 of phlogiston 2 of inflammations and fevers 
[(1) NL phlogiston (2) Gk phlogistos] 

phlogiston /flojist(3)n/ n the supposed essence of tire formerly regarded 
as a material substance [NL, fr Gk, neui of phlogistos inflammable, fr 
phlogizein to set on fire, fr phlog , phlox flame fr phlegein] 
phlox /floks/ n pi phlox, esp lor different types phloxes any of a genus 
of Amcncan plants with red, purple, white or variegated flowers [NI , 
genus name fr L, a flower fr Gk flame wallflower] 

-phobo /- fohb/ Lomb form ( - n) one afraid of or averse to (franco 
phobc> [Gk -phobos tearing] - -phobe tomb form ( -adj) 
phobia Aohbi a, by 9 / n an exaggeratcxl and illogical fear of sthg [Nl , 
fr LL phobia fr Gk, fr -phobos fearing, tr phobos fear, flight akin to Gk 
phebesthai to flee, bc frightened, I ith begti to flee] 

-phobia / fohbi a, bva/ comb form ( • n) abnormal fear or dislike ol 
(Uaustrophobiay 

phobic /'fohbik/ adj 1 ot or being a phobia 2 motivated by or based on 
withdrawal from an unpleasant stimulus ca response to light/ 
-phobic /-fohbik/, -phobous comb form ( - adj) lacking (chemical) 
affinity for (hydrophobic}, having an aversion for (Angkiphobic/ 
compare -phiiic [-phobic fr F -phobique, fr I L phobicus, fr Gk 
-phobikos, fr phobia -phobous fr I L -phobus, fr Gk -phobos] 
Phoenician /fa’neesh(a)n, -shyam ni / n (the language oO a native or 
inhabitant of ancient Phoenicia alphabft [Phoenicia, ancient 

country in bW Asia] - Phoenician adj 

phoenix /Tecniks/ n a mythical bird believed to live for 500 years, burn 
Itself on a pyre, and nsc alive from the ashes to live another cycle [MF 
fenix, fr OE, fr L phoenix, fr Gk phoinix purple, enmson, Phoenician, 
phoenix, date palm, fr phoinos bloodred, akin to Gk phonos murder, 
themein to stnke - more at dei lnd] - phoenixlike adj 
phon /fon/ n the unit of loudness relative to a 1 kHz tone measured on 
a scale corresponding to the decibel scale of sound intensity [ISV, fr Gk 
phone voice, sound] 

phon-, phono- comb form sound, voice speech (phonarc) (phonograph} 
[L, fr Gk phon , phono-, fr phone - more at ’ban] 
phonate /foh'nayt/ vi to produce vocal, eap speech, sounds - phonntion 
/foh’naysh(a)n/ n 

'phone /fohn/ n 1 an earphone 2 a telephone [by shortening] 
^phone vb to telephone - often + up 
*phone n a simple speech sound [Gk phome] 

-phone /'fohn/ comb form ( • n) 1 sound (homophone} - often in 
names of musical instruments and sound-transmitting devices 
(radiophone} (xylophone} 2 speaker of (a specified language) (Anglo- 
phone} [Gk -phonos sounding, fr phone] 

'phone .book n telephone directory 

'phone-,in n a broadcast programme in which viewers or listeners can 
participate by telephone 

phonematic /.fohm'matik/ adj phonemic - pboncmatically adv 
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phoneme /'fohnecm/ n the smallest unit of speech that cm be used to 
differentiate the meanings of words - compare ai lophone ai pha- 
BE 1 [F phoneme, fr Gk phonemat-, phonema speech sound, utterance, fr 
phonem to sound] 

phonemic /fa'nccmik/ adj 1 of phonemes 2 linguistically distinctive - 
phonemically adv 

pho'nemics n' pi but sing w constr 1 the study of phonemes 2 the 
phonemic system of a language 

phonetic /fa'netik/, phonetical /-kl/ adj la of spoken language or 
speech sounds b of the study of phonetics 2 representing speech sounds 
by symbols that each have 1 value only [NL phoneticus, fr Gk phonett- 
icos, fr phonein to sound with the voice, fr phone voice] - phonetically 
adv 

pho'netics n pi \ sing in constr the study and classification of speech 
sounds 2 sing or pi in constr the system of speech sounds of a language 
ALPHABET - phonetician /.fohn3'iish(3)n, ,fo*/ n 
phoney, NAm chiefly phony /'fohni/ adj not genuine or real eg a 
intended to deceive, mislead, or defraud, counterfeit b false, sham <a ^ 
nameX-' pearls} c of a person pretentious [ongin unknown] - 
phoney n 

-phonia /-'fohnya, -ni a/ comb form ( - n) 1 -phony 2 -phasia <dys- 
phonia) 

phonic /'fonik/ adj 1 of or producing sound, acoustic 2a of speech 
sounds b of phonics - phonically adv 

'phonics n pi but sing in constr a method of teaching reading and 
pronunciation through the phonetic value of letters, syllables, etc 
phonogram /’fohn3,gram/ n a character used (eg in shorthand) to 
represent a spoken sound [ISV] - phonoKrammic, pbonogramic 
/.fohna'gramiky adf, phonogrammically, phonogramically adv 
phonograph /'foiin^grahr, -,graf/ n 1 an early device for recording or 
reproducing sound in which a stylus cuts or follows a groove on a cylinder 
2 a gramophone - now chiefly NAm or humor 
phonographic /.fohna'grafik/ adj 1 of phonography 2 of a phonograph 
phonographically adv 

phonography /foh'nografi/ n a spelling system, esp shorthand, based 
on pronunciation 

phonology /fa’nobji/ n I the science of speech sounds 2 the phonetics 
and phonemics of a language at a particular time - phonologist n, 
phonological /.fohna'lojikl/ also phonologic adj 
phonon /"fobnon/ n a quantum of energy in the form of vibrations (c g 
sound) [phon- + '-on] 
phony /'fohni/ adj, chiefly SAm phoney 

-phony /-fani/ also -phonia /-'fohnya. -ni a/ comb form (- n) I sound 
</f/ephony> <euphony> 2 -phasia <dvsphonia> [ME -phonie, fr OF, fr 
L -phonia, fr Gk -phonia, fr -phonos sounding - more at -phone] 
phooey /'fooh-i/ interj - used to express scorn or incredulity, infml 
-phora /-faw/ comb form (-*n) bearer, earner <sam- 
etophore) (semaphore) [NL -phorus, fr Gk -phoros, fr -phoros (adj 
comb form) carrying, fr pherein to carry • more at 'hear] - -pborous 
comb form ( - adj") 

-phoresis /-fa'reesis/ comb form ( - n), pi -phoreses /-see?/ trans- 
mission <c/ecrrophorcsis> (NL, fr Gk phoresis act of carrying, fr phorein 
to carry, wear, freq of pherem] 

phosgene /‘fozjcen/ n a very poisonous colourless gas that is a severe 
respiratory irntant and was formerly used as a war gas [Gk phos light 
E -gen, -gene, fr its having been obtained originally by the action of 
sunlight upon equal volumes of chlonne & carbon monoxide] 
phosph-, phospho- comb form I phosphorus (phosph/de) 2 phosphate 
<phosphoprore//i> (phospholipid) [phosphorus] 

phosphate /'fosfayt/ n I a salt or ester of a phosphoric acid i v of 
several phosphates used as fertiliicrs [F, fr acidc phosphonque phos- 
phonc acid] - phosphatic /fos'fatik/ adj 
phosphene /‘fosfeen/ n an impression of light due to excitation of the 
retina caused by pressure on the eyeball [Gk phos light e phaincin to 
show - more at fancy] 

phosphide /’fosfied/ n a binary compound of phosphorus with an 
clement or radical [ISV] 

phosphor also phoaphore /'fosfa/ n a substance showing phosphor- 
escence TEi EVisioN [L phosphorus, fr Gk phosphoros, lit , light 
bringer, fr phosphorm light-bearing, fr phos- ♦ pherem to carry, bring - 
more at 'bear] 

phosphor-, pbospboro- comb form phosph- (phosphoro/ysw) 
phosphor bronze n a hard clastic bronze containing a small amount 
of phosphorus 

phosphorescence /,fosf3'res(a)ns/ n 1 light emission that is caused by 


the absorption of radiations and continues for a noticeable time after these 
radiations have stopped 2 lasting emission of light without noticeable heat 
- phosphorcacent adj, phosphoresce /-*res/ vi 

phosphoric /fos'fonk/ adj of or containing (high valency) phos- 
phorus 

phos,phoric 'acid n (any of several hydrated forms oO a syrupy acid 
used esp in preparing phosphates (eg for fertilizers), in rustproofing 
metals, and as a Havounng in soft dnnks 
phosphorite /'fosfariet//i calcium phosphate occurring as a noncrysul- 
line apatite - phosphoritic /.fosfa'ntik/ adj 
phosphorous /'fosf(3)ros/ adj of or amtaining (low valency) phos- 
phorus 

phosphorus /'fosf(9)ras/ n 1 a nonmetallic tnvalent or pentavalent 
element of the nitrogen family that occurs wid^^ esp as phosphates, 1 
form of which ignites readily in warm moist air periodic table 2 
a phosphorescent substance or body; esp one that shines or glows in the 
dark [NL, fr Gk phosphoros light-beanng - more at phosphor] 
phosphorylation /fos,fon'laysh(9)n/ n the combining of an organic 
compound with an inorganic phosphate group; esp the conversion of 
carbohydrates (e g glucose) into their phosphates in metabolic processes 
[phosphoryl (the radical PO) 4 -ation] - phoapborylatc /-'fon.layt/ vt, 
phosphorylative /-'fonbtiv/ adj 

phot-, photo- comb form 1 light; radiant energy (pho- 
tography) (phoiophtlic) <photorajt/s> 2 photograph; photographic 
<photoeii/rravm^> 3 photoelectric (phoxocelf) [Gk phot-, photo-, fr 
phot-, phos - more at fancy) 

photic /fohtik/ adj 1 of or involving light, esp in its effect on living 
organisms 2 penetrated by (the sun’s) light ('^ zone of the ocean) - 
photically adv 

'photo /"fobtoh/ vb or n photos; photoing; photoed; pi photos (to) 
photograph 

’photo adj fhotooraphic 1 

'photo.C8li /-.kawl/ n a session at which a person is photographed, 
typically for the purpose of publicity (e g in the press) 

'photo, cell /-.sel/ n PHOTOtLEiTRic ceil [ISV] 

.photo'chemistry /-'kemistn/ n (chemistry that deals with) the effect 
of radiant energy in producing chemical changes - photochemical 
/-'kemikl/ adj, photochcmically adv, pbotochemist /-'kemist/ n 
photochromic /.fohta'krohmik/ adj (of or using a substance) capable 
of changing colour on exposure to radiant energy (e g light) < -- glass) 
[phot- f chrom- + -/c] - photochromism Aoht9,krohmiz(9)m/ n 
,photo,compo'sition /-,konip9'zish(9)n/ n composition of reading mat- 
ter direcTo on film or photosensitive paper for reproduction - photocom- 
pose /-k vi> pohz/ vt, photocomposer n 

.photo.coiiductivity /-.kunduk'tivati/ n electneal conductivity that is 
affected by exposure to radiation, esp light - photocooductlTe 
/-kan Juktiv/ adj 

'photocopy /'fohta.kopi, -toh-/ n a photographic reproduction of graphic 
matter [ISVJ 

’photocopy vb to make a photocopy (oO - photocopier n 
photoelectric /.fohtoh i'lektnk/ adj involving, relating to. or using any 
of various electneal effects due to the interaction of radiation (c g light) 
with mallei' [ISV] - photoelectricalJy adv 

photoelectric cell n a cell whose electrical properties are modified by 
the action of light 

,photoe'lectron /-i'lcktron/ n an electron released in photoemission 
[ISV] - photoclectronic /-lek'tronik/ adj 
.photoe'mission /-i'mish(9)n/ n the release of electrons from a metal 
by radiation, esp light - photoemissivc /-'misiv/ adj 
.photoen'greving /-in'grayvmg/ n (a plate made by) a process for 
making line and halftone blocks by photographing an image on a metal 
plate and then etching - photoengrave vt, photoengraver n 
photo finish n 1 a race finish so close that the winner is only revealed 
(as lO by a photograph of the contestants as they cross the finishing line 
2 a close contest 

'photo-, fit n, often cap (a means of constructing) a likeness of a person's 
face from photographs, esp for identification - compare 'identikit 
'photo, flood /-.flud/ n an electric lamp using excess voltage to give 
intense sustained illumination for taking photographs 
photogenic /.fohta'jenik, -'jeenik/ adj 1 producing or generating light; 
luminescent <« bactena) 2 suitable for being photographed - 
photogenically adv 

photogrammetry /.fohtoh'gramitn/ n the use of esp aenal photo- 
graphs to obtain reliable measurements [ISV photogram photograph (fr 
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phot- ^ -gnm) -metry] - photogrammetrist n, photogrtmmetiic 
/-gra'metrik/ §dj 

'photograph /Tohu^^nihf. -j^raf/ n a picture or likeness obtained by 
photography 

’photograph vt to take a photograph of ^ n 1 to take a photograph 2 
to undergo being photographed - photographer /fa'tografa/ n 
photographic /.fohu'grahk/ Mdj 1 relating to, obuined by. or used in 
photography 2 capable of retaining vivid impressions; esp eidetic 
memory^ - photographically adv 

photography /fo'tografi/ n the art or process of producing images on 
a sensitized surface (e g a film) by the action of radiant energy, esp light 
3* CAMERA 

photogravure /.fohUgro'vyooo/ n (a picture produced by) a process for 
making prints from an intaglio plate prepared by photographic methods 
(F, fr phot- + gnwre] 

photohaliograph /.fohtoh'heeli a.grahf, -,graf/ n a telescope adapted 
for photographing the sun 

photolithography //ohtohirthografi/ n lithography in which photo- 
graphically prepared plates are used [ISV] - photoUthographcr n. photoll* 
thograph /-'litha.grahf, -.graf/ n or vr, photolithographic /-Jitha'grafik/ 
adj, photoUthographically adv 

photolyaia /foh'tolasis/ a chemical decomposition by the action of 
radiant energy, esp light [NL] - photolysc Aohtaliez/ vb. photolytic 
/fohtd'litik/ adj, photolytically adv 

photometer /foh'tomita/ n an instrument for measunng light intensity, 
illumination, or bnghtness [NL photometnim, fr phot- + -metrum 
•meter] - photometry n, photometric /.fohta'metrik/ adj, photometrically 
adv 

photomicrograph //oht3‘miekrd,grahf, -.graf/ n a photograph of an 
object magnified under a microscope {phot- f micr- -graph] - photo- 
micrograph vt, photomicrography /-mie’krogroft/ n, photomicrographic 
/-.miekra'grafik/ also photomkrographical adj 

.photo'multiplier /•'muJti,plie-o/ n a device that increases the bnght- 
ness of an electronic image (e g a television picture) by multiplying the 
number of electrons released by pbotoelectnc emission 
photon /fobton/ n a quantum of electromagnetic radiation [phot- + 
'•ojij - photonic /.foh'tonik/ adj 

.photo-'offaat /'ofset/ n offset printing from photohthographic' 
plates 

.photo'pariod /-'pbri-xl/ n the relative lengths of alternating penods of 
lightness and darkness as they affect the growth and maturity of an 
organism - photoperiodism n, photoperiodk /^iari'odik/ adj, photoperi- 
odically adv 

.photo'phobla /-'fohbi a, -bya/ n painful sensitiveness to strong light 
[NL] - photophobic A'fohbik/ adj 

'phOto.phore /-.faw/ n a light-emitting organ; esp any of the luminous 
spots on various marine mostly deep-sea fishes [ISV] 
photophosphorylation //ohtohfos/ori']aysh(a)n/ n the synthesis of 
ATP from ADP and phosphate that occurs in a plant using radiant energy 
absorbed during photosynthesis [phot- + phosphorylation] 
photopic //oh'topik. -'tohpik/ adj of or being vision in bright light with 
light-adapted eyes - compare scotopic [NL photopia, fr phot- -opia] 
- photopia /-'tohpi-a/ n 

.photo'polymar /-'polima/ n a photosensitive plastic used for making 
printing plates 

,photora*captor /-ri'septa/ n a receptor for light stimuli - photorecep- 
tioB /•'sepsh(a)n/ n, photorecepti?e /-'septiv/ adj 
.photo'aenaitiva /-'sensativ/ adj sensitive or sensitized to radiant 
energy, esp light - pho to a enf itivity /-,sensa*tivati/ n ** 

.photo'aanait-ize, -iae /-'sensitiez/ vt to make (abnormally) sensitive to 
the influence of radiant energy, esp light - photoaensltlve adj, photoaeo* 
■HIzation A^ensa'tiezayshfajn/ n 

'photo, sotting /-.seting/ n photocomposition - photosetter n 
photoaphoro Aohtajrfia/ n the luminous surface layer of the sun or 
other star - photoepheric /ibhta'sferik/ adj 

photostat Aohta,stat/ vt to copy on a Photostat device; broadly to 
photocopy - photoftet n, photoatatic /.fohta'statik/ adj 
Photostat trademark - used for a device for making a photographic 
copy of graphic matter 

ph^oaynthosla //ohtoh'sinthMis/ n the synthesis of organic chemical 
compounds from carbon dioxide using radiant energy, esp light; cap the 
formation of carbohydrates in the chlorophyll-containing tissues of plants 
exposed to light energy, pood [NL] > photosyntheslae /-siez/ vr. 
ptmtasyathclic /-sin'thetik/ adj, photo^thctically adv 
phototropiom /foh'totf».piz(3)m/ n a tropism in which light is the 


onenting factor [ISV] - phototropic /.fohta'tropik, -'trohpik/ adj, photo- 
troplcally adv 

.phototypography /-tie'pogrofi/ n photocomposition [ISV] - 
phototypographic /-.tiepa'grafik/ adj 
.photovoftaic Avol'tayik/ adj of or using the generation of an electro- 
motive force when radiant energy falls on the boundary between dissimi- 
lar substances [ISV] 

phrasal Arayzl/ adj (consisting) of a phrase - phraaally adv 
'phrase /frayz/ n 1 a mode or form of speech, diction 2 a bnef usu 
idiomatic or pithy expression; esp a catchphrase (good at turning a ^ > 
3 a group of musical notes forming a natural unit of melody that is usu 
3 or 4 bars in length 4 a group of 2 or more grammatically related words 
that do not form a clause; esp a preposition with the words it governs [L 
phrasis, fr Gk, fr phrazem to point obt, explain, tell] 

’phrase vt 1 to express in words or in appropnate or telling terms <a 
politely ^d rejection^ 2 to divide into melodic phrases 
'phrase .book n a book containing words and idiomatic expressions of 
a foreign language and their translation 

phraseogram /Trayzi a.gram/ n a symbol for a phrase in some short- 
hand systems [phraseo- (as in phraseology) + -gram] 
‘phraseo.graph /-.grahf, -.graf/ n a phrase for which a phraseogram is 
used 

phraseology /.frayzi'obji/ n 1 a mode of organization of words and 
phrases into longer elements, a style 2 choice of words [NL phniseologia, 
(r Gk phrase-, phrasis i -logia -logy] - phraaeologica] /-zi a'lojikl/ adj, 
phraaeologically adv 

phrasing /Tray zing/ /i 1 a style of expression, phraseology 2 the art, 
act. method, or result of grouping notes into musical phrases 
phratry /fraytn/ n a tribal subdivision [Gk phratna, fr phrater member 
of the same clan, member of a phratry - more at DRorHKR] 
phreatic /fri'atik/ adj of or being water in the earth [Gk phreat-, phrear 
well] 

phren- /fnn-, fren-/, phreno- comb form 1 mind <phreno/f)g/> 2 
diaphragm <phreruc> [Gk, fr phren-, phren diaphragm, mind] 
phrenetic /fn'netik/ adj frenetic 

phrenic /'frenik/ adj of the diaphragm [NL phrenicus, fr phren-] 
phrenology /fn'nobji/ n the study of the conformation of the skull as 
a supposed indicator of mental faculties and character - phrenologist n, 
phrenological /.frena'lojikl. .free-/ adj, phitmologically adv 
Phrygian Anji an/ n a native or inhabitant of ancient Phrygia [Phrygia, 
ancient country of Asia Minor] - Phrygian adj 
.phthalic 'acid AOthaJik/ n an acid obtained by oxidation of various 
benzene derivatives [ISV. short for obs naphthalic acid, fr naphtha- 
lene] 

phthisis Ahiesis/ n, pi phthises /-.seez/ a progressive wasting condition, 
esp lung tuberculosis [L, fr Gk, fr phthinein to waste away, akin to Skt 
k^inoti he destroys] 

'phut /fut/ n a dull sound as of sthg bursting [imit] 

’phut adv, chiefly Br wrong 4 - chiefly in go phut; infml (steam iron 
went 

phyl- /fil-/, phyio- comb form tribe; race, phylum <phyloge/iy> [L, fr Gk, 
fr phyle, phylon; akin to Gk phyein to bnng forth - more at be] 
phylactery /ri'lakt(3)n/ n either of 2 small square leather boxes contain- 
ing passages from senpture, traditionally worn on the left arm and 
forehead by Jewish men during morning weekday prayers [ME philatene, 
fr ML philaterium, alter, of LL phylacterium, fr Gk phylakterion amulet, 
phylactery, fr phylassein to guard, fr phylak-, phylax guard] 
phyll- /fil-A phyllo- comb form leaf <phyl|ojd> <phyllop/iagoii5> [NL, fr 
Gk, fr phyllon - more at blade] 

phylloda Ailohd/ n a flat expanded leafstalk that resembles the blade 
of a foliage leaf and fulfils the same functions [NL phyllodium, fr Gk 
phyllodes like a leaf, fr phyllon leaf] 

phyllopod /Tiloh.pod/ n any of a grouj^ of crustaceans that typically 
have l^ike swimming appendages that |lso serve as gills [deriv of Gk 
phyllon leaf + pod-, pous foot - mote at foot] - phyllopod adj, 
phyllopodan /fi'lopad(a)n/ adj or n, phyl^opodous /fi'lop^as/ adj 
phyllotaxy /Tiloh.taksi/ also phyllotaxli /.flloh'taksis/ n (the study oO 
the arrangement of leaves on a stem [NL phyllotaxis, fr phyll- + -taxis] 

- phylldactie /Jiloh'taktik/ adj 

phylkixara /.filok'siara/ n any of various plant lice that are destructive 
to many plants (e g grapevines) [NL, genus name, fr phyll- Gk xeros 
dry - more at serene] > phylloxeraa adj or n 
phyloganaaia /.fieloh'jenasis/ n phytogeny [NL. fr phyl- ^ L genesis] 

- phylogeaetic Aji'netik/ adj, phylogeneticfilly adv 

phylogany /fi'lojani/ n (the history oQ the evolution of a genetically 
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related group of organisms (e g a race or species) [ISV] - phylogenic 
/.filoh'jenik/ adj 

phylum /Tibm/ n. pi phyla /-b/ a major group of related species in the 
classification of plants and animals [NL. fr Gk phyhn tnbe, race - more 
at l»HYL-l 

•phyre /-fie a/ comb form ( - n) porphyritic rock <^ra/iophyre> [F. fr 
porphyre porphyry, fr ML porphynum - more at porphyry] 
physi-, physio- comb form 1 nature (physiography) 2 physical <physio- 
thcrapy) [L, fr Gk, fr physi*i - more at physic's] 

'physic /'fizik/ n a medicinal preparation (c g a drug), esp a purgative 
(ME physik, phisic natural science, art of medicine, fi OF fistque, fr L 
physics (sing ) natural science, fr Gk physike, fr fern oi physikos ~ more 
at physics] 

’physic Vi -ck- archaic to administer medicine to. esp to purge [ME 
phisiken, fr phisik] 

physics! /'fi/ikl/ adj la having matenal existence, perceptible, esp 
through the senses, and subject to the laws of nature b of matenal things 
2a of natural science b of or involving physics chemistry) 3a of the 
body education) b concerned or preoccupied with the body and its 
needs, as opposed to spiritual matters [ME, fr ML physicalis, fr L physica 
physics] - physically adv 

.physical ge'ography n geography that deals with the exterior physi- 
cal features and changes of the earth 

physicality /.fizi'kabti/ n intensely physical oncniation, predominance 
of the physical, usu at the expense of the mental, spiritual, or social 
.physical 'jerks n bodily exercises - iniml 

.physical 'science n the natural sciences (c g physics, astronomy, etc) 
that de^l pnmanly with nonliving rnalcnals physical scientist n 
physician /fi';fish(3)n/ n a person skilled in the art of healing, specif a 
doctor of msolitiiic [Ml fisicien, fr v)F, fr fisique medicine] 
physico- /fizikoh-/ comb form 1 physical! (physicogeographicah 2 
physical and <physicot/jemica/> [NL, fr L physicus, fr Gk physikos] 
physics /Tiziks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 a science that deals with 
(the properties and interactions oO matter and energy in such fields as 
mechanics, heat, electricity, magnetism, atomic structure, etc 2 the 
physical properties and phenomena of a particular system [L phy^'ra, pi, 
natural science, fr Gk physika, fr ncut pi of physikos of nature, fr physis 
growth, nature, fr phyan to bnng forth - more at dl] - physicist 
/Tizisist/ n 

Physiocrat /Ti/ioh.krat/ n a member of a school of political economists 
of 18th-c France, who believed in allowing the operation of natural 
economic laws [F physiocrate, fr physt- * -crate -crat] - physiocratic 
/.fizi-a'kratik/ adj, ofien cap 

physiognomy /.fizi'onami/ n 1 the art of judging charade: from 
outward app)earancc 2 the facial features, esp when revealing qualities of 
mind or character 3 an external aspect, also inner character or quality 
revealed outwardly uhc ~ of a political party) [ME phisonomic, fr MF, 
fr LL physiognomonia, physiognomia, fr Gk physiognomonia, fr physiog- 
nomon judging character by the features, fr physis nature, physique, 
appearance + gnomon interpreter - more at gnomon] physiognomic 
/.fizi'a'nomik/, physiognomical adj, physiognomically adv 
physiography /.fizi'ografi/ n 1 a description of nature or natural 
phenomena 2 physical geography [prob fr (assumed) physiographia, 
fr NL physi- h L -graphia -graphy] - physiographer n, physiographic 
/-zi-a'grafik/ also physiographical adj 

physiological /.fizi-s'lojiki/, physiologic adj 1 of physiology 2 charac- 
tenstic of or appropriate to an organism's healthy or normal functioning 
(the level of a substance in the blood) physioiogicaily adv 

physiological saline n a solution of a salt or salts that is similar in 
concentration to tissue fluids or blood 

physiology /.fizrobji/ n 1 biology that deals with the functions and 
activities of life or of living matter (e g organs, tissues, or cells) and the 
physical and chemical phenomena involved - compare anatomy 2 the 
physiological activities of (part oO an organism or a particular bodily 
function (the — of sex) [L physiologia natural science, fr Gk, fr physi- 
1 -logia -logy] - physiologist n 

physiotherapy /.fizi oh'lhcropi/ n the treatment of disease by physical 
and mechanical means (e g massage and regulated exercise) [NL physio- 
therapia, fr physi- + therapia therapy] - physiotherapist n 
physique /fi'zcck/ n the form or structure of a person’s body [F, fr 
physique physical, bodily, fr L physicus of nature, fr Gk physikos] 
phyt- /fict-/, phyto- [ comb form plant <phytoc/ie/nwf/y> 

(phytopathology) (NL, fr Gk, frphyton, fr phyein to bnng forth - 

more at be] 

’Phyte /-,ficl/ comb form ( - n) 1 plant having (a specified characteristic 


or habitat) (saprophyte) 2 pathological growth <05/et)phytc> [ISV, fr 
Gk phyton plant] - -phytic ATitik/ comb form ( -» adj) 
phytography /fie'togrsfi/ n desenptive botany, sometimes including 
plant taxonomy [NL phytographia, fr phyt- + L -graphia -graphy] 
phytophagous /fie'tofagas/ adj, esp of an insect feeing on plants - 
phytophagy n 

phytoplankton /.fietoh'plangkun/ n planktonic plant life - compare 
zoopi ANKTON [ISV] - phytoplanktonic /-plangk'tonik/ adj 
.phyto'toxic /-'toksik/ adj poisonous to plants - phytotoxicity 
/-tok'sisaii/ n 

'pi /pic/ n, pi pis /piez/ 1 the 16th letter of the Greek alphabet 2 (the 
symbol it denoting) the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its 
diameter with a value, to 8 decimal places, of 3. 14159265 symbol 
(MGk, fr Gk pei, of Sem ongin; akin to Heb pe, 17th letter of the Heb 
alphabet] 

’pi vt pies; piing, pieing; pied chiefly NAm 'pim 
’pi adj, Br pious - dcrog [by shortening] 

piaffe /pi'af/ vi, of a horse to move at a slow trot [F piaffer, lit , to 
strut] 

piaffer /pi'afa/ n the action or an instance of piaffing 
pia mater /.pie s 'maht3, ‘mayta/ n the thin membrane that envelops the 
brain and spinal cord and is internal to the dura mater [ME. fr ML, fr 
L, tender mother] 

pianissimo /.pee a'nisimoh/ adv or adj very soft - used in music [It, 
superl of piano softly] 

pianist /'peeonist/ n a skilled or professional performer on the piano 
pianistic /.pee a'nistik/ adj I of or charactenstic of the piano 2 skilled 
in or well adapted to piano playing - pianistically adv 
'piano /pi'ahnoh, 'pyah-/ adv or adj in a soft or quiet manner - used in 
music [It, fr LL planus smooth, fr L, level - more at plo(jr] 

’piano /pi'anoh/ n, pi pianos a stringed instrument having steel wire 
stnngs that sound when struck by felt-covered hammers operated from 
a keyboard [It, short for pianoforte, fr piano e forte soft and loud] 
pianoforte /.p>anoh'fawti, pi.ah-. pi,a-/ n a piano [It] 
piano hinge n a hinge that extends along the full length of the parts to 
be joined 

Pianola /.pee s'nohb/ trademark - used for a mechanical piano operated 
by the pressure of air through perforations in a paper roll 
piassava /pis'sahva/ n any of several stiff coarse fibres obtained from 
palms and used esp in making ropes or brushes [Pg piassaba, fr Tupi 
p/ayaba] 

piastre, NAm piaster /pi'asta/ n (a note or com representing) a unit 
worth '/.on of the basic money unit of certain Middle Eastern countnes 
(tn frvv 1. Syna) ...T nationai its [F piastre, fr It piastra thin metal 
plate, c .'.’] 

piazza /pi'atsa, pi'adz^/ n, pi piazzas, piazze /-si/ 1 an open square, esp 
in an Italian town 2 NAm a veranda [It, fr L platea broad street - more 
at » I acf] 

pibroch /'pcebrok(h)/ n a set of martial or mournful vanations for the 
Scottish Highland bagpipe [ScGacl piobaireachd pipe-music] 
pic /pik/ n. pi pics, pix /piks/ a photograph - infml [short for pic- 
ture] 

'pica /'pieka/ n 1 a unit of 4 23 mm (about 'A in) used in measunng 
typogra^.hical matenal 2 a typewnter type providing 10 characters to the 
linear inch [prob fr ML, collection of church rules] 

’pica n the pathological craving for and eating of inappropnate substances 
(•■ g rhalk or ashes) [NL, fr L, magpie - more at 'Pit] 
picador /'pik3,daw/ n, pi picadors, picadores /-daw.rayz./ a horseman 
who in a bullfight prods the bull with a lance to weaken its neck and 
shoulder muscles [Sp, fr picar to pnek, fr (assumed) VL piccare - more 
at 'piKk] 

picaresque /.pika'resk/ adj of or being fiction narrating in loosely linked 
episcxles the adventures of a rogue [Sp picaresco, fr picaro rogue] 
picayune / .pika'yoohn/ adj, NAm of little value, paltry, also petty, 
small-minded [F picaillon halfpenny, fr Prov picaioun, fr picaio money, 
fr pica to pnek, jingle, fr (assumed) VL piccare] - picayune n, picayuaiah 
adj 

piccalilli /.pika'lili/ n a hot relish of chopped vegetables, mustard, and 
spices [prob alter of pickle] 

piccaninny, chiefly NAm picaninny, pickaninny /'pika,nmi, ,•-'-/ n a 
small Negro child - chiefly derog [prob modif of Pg pequenino very little, 
fr pequeno small] 

piccolo /'pika,loh/ n, pi piccolos a small shnll flute whose range is an 
cKtave higher than that of an ordinary flute [It, short for piccolo flauto 
small flute] - piccoloist n 
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Bsss SI units 


unit 

symbol 

concept 

Derived si umta witn names 

ampere 

A 

electric current 

coulomb 

C 

electric charge 

candela 

cd 

luminous intensity 

farad 

F 

capacitance 

keivin 

K 

thermodynamic temperature 

henry 

H 

inductance 

kilogram 

kg 

mass 

hertz 

Hz 

frequency 

metre 

m 

length 

joule 

J 

work or energy 

mole 

mol 

amount of substance 

lumen 

Im 

luminous flux 

second 

s 

time 

lux 

lx 

illumination 




newton 

N 

force 




ohm 

12 

electric resistance 




pascal 

Pa 

pressure 




tesla 

T 

magnetic flux density 




volt 

V 

electric potential (difference) 




watt 

W 

power 

Supplementary SI units 

weber 

Wb 

magnetic flux 


radian rad plane angle 

steradian sr solid angle 


Fundamental constants 


constant 

symbol 

value 

velocity of light in a vacuum 

c 

2 998 X 10«m s ’ 

charge on electron 

e 

1 602 X 10 

rest mass of an electron 


9 1 lOx 10 3’ |^g 

rest mass of a proton 


1 673x 10 kg 

rest mass of a neutron 

m^ 

1 675x 10-2^kg 

Avogadro's constant 

L.N^ 

6 022x10” mol ' 

standard atmospheric pressure 


1 013 Pa 

acceleration due to gravity 

9 

9 807 m s ♦ 

velocity of sound at sea level at 0°C 
magnetic constant 


331 46 m s ' 

(permeability of free space) 
electr.c constant 

A'o 

4irx 10’^ H m ■ ’ 

(permittivity of free space) 

to ' Mo ’C 

8 854^ 10 F m 

Planck's constant 

h 

6 626x 10 '^^ J s 

Boltzmann's constant 

L 

1 381 X 10-” J K - 

universal gas constant 

R - Lk 

8 314 J K * mol 

Faraday constant 

F = Ne 

9 649 X lO^C mo|- 

gravitational constant 

G 

6 673x10 *' N m 


Other units used with SI (in specialized fields) 


untt 

symbol 

value 

concept 

angstrom 

A 

10 m 

length 

astrorwmicai unit 

AU 

149,600,000 km 

length 

degree ceiciua 

C 

1 K 

temperature 

electron volt 

eV 

1 60219X 10 J 

energy 

paraec 

pc 

30857 X 10*2 m 

length 


Metric prefixes 


exa 

E 

10’* 

1 000 000 000 000 000 000 

peta 

P 

10'* 

1 000 000 000 000 000 

tera 

T 

10'» 

1 000 000 000 000 

giga 

G 

10* 

1000 000 000 

mega 

M 

10* 

1000 000 

kilo 

k 

10^ 

1000 

hecto 

h 

10^ 

100 

decs 

da 

10' 

10 

dec! 

d 

10 ’ 

0 1 

centi 

c 

10 ’ 

0.01 

mini 

m 

10-3 

0 001 

micro 

H 

10- * 

0 000 001 

nano 

n 

10 ® 

0.000 000 001 

pico 

p 

10 *2 

0.000 000 000 001 

femto 

f 

10-’* 

0.000 000 000 000 001 

BttO 

a 

10- ’* 

0.000 000 000 000 000 001 


Spectrum of 

electromagnetic 

radiation 

wavelength/m frequancy/kHz 


gamma rays 


10 "3-1 X r 


10 ** I ultraviolet 

I radiation 


j visible light r 10' 


infrared | 

(heat) L 10"* 

radiation I 


og MO* 
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pice /pies/ n, pi pice a paisa [Hindi paisa] 

piceoue /“pisi as, 'pie-/ adj of or resembling pitch, esp in colour [L 
piceus, fr pic-, pix pitch - more at 'pitch] 

'pick /pik/ vt 1 10 pierce, penetrate, or break up with a pointed instrument 
<->-'ed the hard clay} 2a to remove bit by bit meat from bones} b 
to remove covering or clinging matter from <-ed the bones clean} 3a 
to gather by plucking <^ed flowers} b to choose, select (tned to - the 
shortest route} (^she -^ed out the most expensive dress} 4 to pilfer from, 
rob < ^ pockets} 5 to provoke a quarrel} 6a to dig into, esp in order 
to remove unwanted matter, probe <- his teeth} (-- his nose} b to pluck 
with a plectrum or with the fingers a guitary c to loosen or pull apart 
with a sharp point wool} 7 to unlock with a device (e g a wire) other 
than the key <- a lock} 8 to make (one’s way) carefully on foot vi to 
gather or harvest sthg by plucking [ME piken, partly fr (assumed) OE 
pician (akin to MD picken to pnek), partly fr MF piquer to pnek - more 
at 'piKb] - pick and choose to select with care and deliberation - pick at 
1 to find fault with, esp in a petty way 2 to eat sparingly and with little 
interest, toy with - pick on 1 to single out for unpleasant treatment or 
an unpleasant task 2 to single out for a particular purpose or for special 
attention - pick someone’s brains to obtain ideas or information from sby 
- pick someone/something to pieces to subject to systematic adverse 
cnticism 

’pick n 1 the act or privilege of choosing or selecting, a choice (take your 
^ > 2 sing or pi in constr the best or choicest (the ~ of the herd} 3 the 
portion of a crop gathered at 1 time (the first ~ of grapes} 

’pick vt to throw (a shuttle) across the loom [ME pykken, alter of picchen 
to pitch] 

•pick n 1 a throw of the shuttle across a loom 2 one weft thread taken 
as a unit of fineness of fabric ^ compare ^ ount ^ 

•pick /r 1 a heavy woodeii-liandled iron or steel tool with a head that is 
pointed at one or both ends compare matickk 2 a torjthpick 3 a 
plectrum [ME pik] 

pickaback /'pika.bak/ n. adv, or adj (a) piggyback 
pickaninny /'pika, mm, ,--'-/ n. chief!} NAm a piccaninny 
pickaxe /'pik.aks/ n ' pick 1 [alter of ME pikois. pikeis, fr OF picois, 
fr pic pick, fr L picus woodpecker - more at 'pil] 
picked adj choice, pnme 

picker /'pika/ n 1 a person or machine that picks sthg, esp crops 2 a 
person or the part of the Uxim that threads the shuttle 
pickerel /'pik(a)r 5 l/ n. pi pickerels, esp collectively pickerel dial chiefly 
Br a young or small pike [ME pikereK dim of pike] 

'picket /pikit/ n 1 a pointed or sharpened slake, post, or pale 2 sing or 
pi in constr a a small body of troops detached to guard an army from 
surpnse attack b a detachment kept ready in camp for such duty 3 a 
person posted by a trade union at a place of work affected by a stnke, also 
a person posted for a demonstration or protest [F piquet, fr MF, fr piquer 
to pnek - more at ‘pikf] 

’picket vt 1 to enclose, fence, or fortify with pickets 2 to tether 3 to guard 
with or post as a picket 4a to post pickets at b to walk or stand in front 
of as a picket vi to serve as a picket - picketcr n 
'picket .line n a line of people picketing a business, organi/atioii, etc 
pickings /'piking^/ n pi sthg picked (up) eg a gleanable or eatable 
fragments, scraps b yield or reluni for effort expended, esp rewards 
obtained by dishonest or dubious means 
'pickle /"pikl/ n 1 a solution or bath for preserving or cleaning e g a a 
bnne or vinegar solution in which meat, fish, vegetables, etc are preserved 
b an acidic solution for cleaning metal 2 (an article oO food preserved in 
a pickle, also chutney - often pi 3 a difficult situation - infml </ could 
see no way out of the / was m - R L Stevenson^ A Br a mischievous 
or troublesome child - infml [ME pekille, prob fr MD pekel, /-■ ‘‘ c/] 
’pickle vt pickling /'piklmg/ to treat, preserve, or clean in or with a 
pickle 

’pickle n, Scot a small quantity [perh fr Sc pickle (to tnfic, pilfer), fr ME 
pikelen, fr piken to pick] 

'pickled adj drunk 1 - infml 
'pick>me-,up n sthg that stimulates or restores; a tonic 
pick off vt to shoot or bring down one by one (the sniper picked off the 
enemy troops} 

pick out vt 1 to make clearly visible, esp as distinguished from a 
background (the fences were picked out in red} 2 to play the notes of by 
car or one by one (learned to pick out tunes on the piano} 
pick over vt to examine in order to select the best or discard the 
unwanted (picked over the berries} 

'pick, pocket /-.pokit/ n one who steals from pockets or bags 
pickup /-.up/ n 1 the act or process of picking up 2 sby or sthg picked 


up' e g a a hitchhiker who is given a lift b a temporary casual acquaint- 
ance, esp one made with the intention of having sex 3 a device (e g on 
a record player) that converts mechanical movements into electrical 
signals 4 a device (e g a microphone or a television camera) for converting 
sound or an image into electrical signals 5 interference (c g to reception) 
from an adjacent electneal circuit or system 6 a light motor truck having 
an open body with low sides and tailboard 

pick up vt la to take hold of and lift up (picked up the pencil} b to 
gather together; collect (picked up all the pieces} 2 to take (passengers 
or freight) into a vehicle 3a to acquire casually or by chance (picked up 
a valuable antique at a jumble sale} (picked up some money doing odd 
jobs} b to acquire by study or cxpenence, learn (picking up a great deal 
of information in the process} c to collect (picked up his clothes at the 
cleaners} d to accept for the purpose of paying (the government should 
pick up the bill for the damaged ship} 4 to enter informally into 
conversation or companionship with (a previously unknown person), usu 
with the intention of having sex 5a to take into custody b to discover and 
follow (picked up the outlaw’s trail} c to bnng within range of sight, 
hearing, or a sensor (picked up the planes on the radar} 6 to revive 7 
to resume after a break; continue 8 chiefly NAm to clean up, tidy vi 

1 to recover speed, vigour, or activity, improve (afier the strike, business 
picked up) 2 to put things in order, tidy 

Pickwickian /pik'wikian, -ky^n/ adj, of a word or expression intended 
or taken in a sense other than the obvious or literal one [Samuel Pickwick, 
character in the novel Pickwick Papers by (Tharles Dickens tl870 E 
novelist] 

picky fpiki/ adj, chiefly NAm fussy, choosy (a ^ eater} 

'picnic /'piknik/ n 1 (the food eaten at) an outing that includes an 
informal meal, usu lunch, eaten in the open 2 a pleasant or amusingly 
carefree expcnence (don't expect mamage to be a ^}, also an easily 
accomplished task or feat - infml [G or F; G picknick, fr F pique-nique] 

' picnicky adj 

’picnic VI -ck- to go on a picnic - picnicker n 
pico- /peekoh-, pceka-Z comb form one million millionth (1(X'*) part of 
(a specified unit) (picogram) - T physius [ISV, perh fr It piccolo 
small] 

picot /"peekoh/ vt orn (to finish with an edging oO any of a senes of small 
ornamental loops on nbbon or lace [n F, lit , small point, fr MF, fr pic 
pnek, fr piquer to pnek - more at 'pike, vb fr n] 
picotee /.pika'tee/ n a flower (e g some carnations or tulips) having 1 
basic colour with a margin of another colour [F picote pointed, fr picoter 
to mark with points, fr picot] 

pier-, picF'*” comb form bitter (picr/c acid} (picrotoxin} [F, fr Gk pikr-, 
pikro-, f [ikros - more ai paint] 

.picric 'acid /"piknk/ n an explosive yellow strong acid used esp in 
powerful explosives and as an antiseptic [ISV] 

Piet / pikt/ n a member of a possibly non-Celtic people who once occupied 
Bntain and later became amalgamated with the Scots [ME Pictes, pi, 
Piets, fr LL Picti, perh fr L picti painted people, fr pictus, pp of pingere 
to paint] ~ Pictish adj 
Pietish n the language of the Piets 

pietograph /'pikta.gmhf, -.graf/, pictograin /-.gram/ /i 1 an ancient or 
prehistODc drawing or painting on a rock wall 2 any of the symbols used 
in a system of picture wnting - compare ideckiram, logogram 3 a 
diagram representing statistical data by pictonal forms [L pictus + E-o- 
T graph] - pictography /-'tografi/ n, pictographic /.pikta'grafik/ adj 
pictorial /pik'tawn al/ adj 1 of (a) painting or drawing ( ^ perspective} 

2 consisting of or illustrated by pictures (^ records} 3 suggesting or 
conveying visual images [LL pictonus, fr L pictor pamter, fr pictus, pp] 
- pictorially adv, pictorialness n 

'picture /'pikcha/ n 1 a design or representation made by painting, 
drawing, etc 2a a dcscnption so vivid or graphic as to suggest a mental 
image or give an accurate idea of sthg (painted a vivid of life in 
Victonan England} b a presentation of the relevant or charactenstic facts 
concerning a problem or situation (drew an alarming of the economic 
future} 3a an image, copy (he was the ^ of his father} b the perfect 
example (he looked the of health} c a striking or picturesque sight (his 

face was a when he heard the news} 4a a transitory visible image or 
reproduction (adjusted the television for a brighter > b rlm >a, b c 
pi. chiefly Br cinema lb, 2 - infml (whafs on at the ^s?> 5 a situation 
(a look at the overall political ~ > [ME, fr L pictura, fr pictus, pp of 
pingere to paint - more at paint] - in the picture fully informed and up 
to date 

’picture vt 1 to paint or draw a representation, image, or visual conoep- 
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tion of; depict 2 to descnbe graphically in words 3 to form a mental 
image of; imagine ^ 

picture het n a woman's usu decorated hat with a broad bnm 

GARMENT 

.picture-'postcard adj picturesque villages') 
picturesque /.pikcha'resk/ adj 1 quaint, charming 2 evoking striking 
mental images; vivid language) [F &. It; F pittoresque, fr It pittore- 
sco» fr plaore painter, fr L pictor, fr pictus, pp] - pictureaquely adv, 
picturefgvciioa n 

picture window n a large esp single-paned window usu facing an 
attractive view 

'piddle /pidl/ vi piddling /'pidling/ 1 to act or work in an idle or trifling 
manner 2 to urinate US£ infml [origin unknown] 

’piddle n 1 unne 2 an act of unnating l/S£ infml 
piddling /'pidling/ adj tnvial, paltry - infml 
piddock /pidak/ n a bivalve mollusc that bores holes in wood, clay, and 
rocks [origin unknown] 

pidgin /'pijin/ n a language based on 2 or more languages and used esp 
for trade between people with different native languages - compare 
CREOLE 4 [Pidgin English, onental modif of business English] - pidgin- 
izc vt 

'pie /pie/ n 1 magpie 1 2 a vanegated animal [ME, fr OF. fr L pica, akin 
to L picus woodpecker, OHG spe/i] 

’pie n a dish consisting of a sweet or savoury filling covered or encased by 
pastry and baked in a container [ME] 

’pie, chiefly NAm pi vt to spill or throw (type or typeset matter) into 
disorder [ongin unknown] - pic o 

'piebald /pie.bawld/ adj 1 esp of a horse of different colours, specif 
spotted or blotched with different colours, esp black and white 2 
composed of incongruous parts; heterogeneous ['pie i bald (streaked 
with white)] 

’piebald n a piebald horse or other animal 

'piece /pees/ n la a part of a whole, esp a part detached, cut, or broken 
from a whole of string) b a portion marked off (bought a ^ of land) 
2 B’t object or individual regarded as a unit of a kind or class, an example 
(fine teak tables copied from antique ^ s> 3 a standard quantity (e g of 
length, weight, or size) in which sthg is made or sold 4a a literary, artistic, 
dramatic, or musical work b a passage to be recited 5 a com, esp of a 
specified value (a 5-pence ^ > 6 a man used in playing a board game, esp 
a chessman of rank supenor to a pawn 7 a gun used for a specified 
purpose (an artillery ^ > 8 a person, esp a woman - slang [ME, fr OF, 
fr (assumed) VL pettia, of Gaulish ongin, akin to Bret pez piece] - piece 
of ooc*i niad a severe scolding - of a piece alike, consistent - to pieces 
1 into fragments 2 out of control (went to pieces from shock) 

’piece vt 1 to repair, renew, or complete by adding pieces; patch - often 
^ up 2 to join into a whole - often + together (he ~ d the story together 
from the accounts of witnesses) ~ piecer n 
.piece by 'piece adv by degrees; piecemeal 
pitee de rMstence /.pyes da razis'tahn(h)s (fr pjrs da rezistozs)/ n, 
pi pibces de resistance / ~/ 1 the chief dish of a meal 2 an outstanding 
Item; a showpiece [F, lit , piece of resistance] 

'piece-,dye vt to dye after weaving or knitting 
'piece .goods npl I fabrics made and sold in standard lengths 2 chiefly 
NAm fabrics sold from the bolt by the retailer in lengths specified by the 
customer 

''piece.meel /-meel/ adv 1 one piece at a time, gradually 2 in pieces or 
fragments; apart 

’piecemeel adj done, made, or accomplished piece by piece or in a 
fragmentary way 

.piece of 'ceke n sthg easily accomplished - infml 
.piece of 'eight n a peso 

'piece .rate n a system whereby wages arc calculated according to a set 
rate per unit produced 

'plece,work /-.wuhk/ n work that is paid for at a set rate per unit - 

plteeworkar n 

piecrust /'pie.krust/ n the baked pastry covenng of a pie 
pied /pied/ adj having patches of 2 or more colours 
pied-b*terre /.pyay da 'tea (Fr pjedotc:r/ n, pi pieda-i-terre /^/ a 
temporary or second lodging (e g a flat in a city kept by sby who lives in 
the country) [F, lit., foot to the ground] 

,pied 'piper /pied/ n, often cap both Ps one who offers strong but 
delusive enticement [The Pied Piper of Hamehn, title & hero of a poem 
by Robert Browning tl889 E poet] 

.phe>*eyed adj drunk 1 - Infml [prob fr >ie] 


.pie in the 'sky n a prospect or promise of deferred and often illusory 
happiness or prosperity - infml 

pier /pia/ n I an intermediate support for the adjacent ends of 2 bridge 
spans 2 a structure extending into navigable water for use as a landing 
place, promenade, etc 3 a vertical structural support (e g for a wall) 
CHURCH [ME per, fr OE, fr ML pera] 

pierce /'pias/ vt 1 to enter or thrust into sharply or painfully; stab (the 
thorn '^dhis finger) 2 to make a hole in or through, perforate 3 to force 
or make a way into or through (a light d the darkness) 4 to penetrate 
with the eye or mind, discern 5 to move or affect the emotions of, esp 
sharply or painfully (gnef -- d his heart when he heard of his son 's death) 
6 to sound sharply through (a shnek ~ d the stillness of the evening) 7 
of cold to penetrate (the cold ^ d them to the bone) - vi to force a way 
into or through sthg [ME percen, fr OF percer, perh fr (assumed) VL 
pertusiare, fr L pertusus, pp of pertundere to pierce, fr per through + 
tundere to beat, pound] 

pierced adj having holes, esp decorated with perforations 
piercing /'piasing/ adj penetrating, eg a loud, shnll cries) b 
perceptive eyes) c penetratingly cold, biting /a ^ winter wind) d 
cutting, incisive <'^ sarcasm) - piercingly adv 
‘pier •gists n a tall mirror, esp one designed to occupy the wall space 
between 2 windows 

Pierrot /’pia.roh/ n a stock comic character of old French pantomime usu 
having a whitened face [F, dim of Pierre Peter] 
pietA /.pee ay'tah, .pyayV n, often cap a representation of the Virgin Mary 
mourning over the dead body of Christ [It. lit , pity, fr L pietat-, 
pietas] 

pietism /’pie a,tiz(d)m/ ri 1 cap a religious movement onginating in 
17th-c Germany stressing Bible study and personal religious experience 
2a emphasis on personal devotional experience rather than theology b 
exaggerated religious sentiment - pietist n, often cap, pietistic 
/.pie a'tistik/, pietistical adj, pietistically adv 

piety /‘pie ati/ n 1 the quality or state of being pious, devoutness 2 
dutifulness, esp to parents (inspired by filial ^ ) 3 an act inspired by piety 
[F piete piety, pity, fr L pietat-, pietas, fr pius dutiful - more at 
PIOl.S] 

piezo- comb form pressure ^piezometer) (pieioelectnc) [Gk piezein to 
press, akin to Skt pidayati he squeezes) 
piezoelectricity /pie,ee 2 ohi,lck'insati, -.eetek-/ n elcctncity or electric 
polarity due to pressure, esp in a crystalline substance (e g quartz) [ISV] 
- piezoelectric /'I'lektnk/ adj 

piezometer /.pie-i'zomit?/ n an instrument for measuring pressure or 
compressibility - piezometry n, piezometric /pie.ec/a'metnk/ adj 
piffle /'pifl/ n tnvial nonsense - infml [prob imit] 
piffling /pifling/ adj tnvial, densory - infml 

'pig /pig/ n la chiefly Br any of various (domesticated) stout-bodied 
short-legged omnivorous mammals with a thick bnstly skin and a long 
mobile snout b NAm a young pig 2 pork 3 sby like or suggestive of a 
pig in habits or behaviour (e g in dirtiness, greed, or selfishness) (a male 
chauvinist - ) (made a ^ of himself by eating all the cake) 4 an animal 
related to or resembling the pig - usu in combination (guinea ^ ) 5 a 
shaped ma.ss of cast crude metal, esp iron 6 a policeman -- slang; derog 
[ME pigge] ~ piglet /-lit/ n 

’pig vb -gg- VI 1 to farrow 2 to live like a pig - ^ it ^vt 1 to farrow 
(piglets) 2a to eat (food) greedily <^ged all the cream cakes) b to 
ovenndulge (oncseli) (-ged himself on cream cakes) USE [vt 2) 
infml 

pigeon /p^faln/ n 1 any of a family of birds with a stout body and 
smooth and com^ct plumage, many of which are domesticated or live 
in urban areas anatomy 2 a matter of special concern; business ~ 
infml (thafs not my ^ , someone else can deal with it) [ME, fr MF pijon, 
fr LL pipion-, pipio young bird, fr L pipire to chirp; (2) alter of 
pidgin] 

'‘pigeon, hole /-.hohl/ n 1 a small open compartment (e g in a desk or 
cabinet) for letters or documents 2 a nett category which usu fails to 
reflect actual complexities <a psychological ^ for every misfit) 
’pigeonhole vt U to place (as lO in the pigeonhole of a desk b to lay 
aside; shelve 2 to assign to a category; classify 
.pigeon-toed adj having the toes turned in 
piggery /pigfajh/ n 1 a place where pigs are kept 2 dirty or nasty 
behaviour (male chauvinist ^ ) 

piggish /pigish/. piggy /pigi/ adj of or resembling a pig, esp in being 
duty, greedy, or ill mannered (embarrassed by his ^ eating habits) - 
piggiahly adv, piggishneM n 

piggy fpigd n a pig; esp a little pig - used esp by or to children 
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'‘piggy, back Z-.bak/ adv up on the back and shoulders (^earned the child 
^ up the stairs} [alter of earlier a pick back, a pick pack, of unknown 
ongin] 

‘piggyback n a ndc on the back and shoulders of another his 
injured fnend a ^ > 

‘piggyback adj l being up on the shoulders and back (children love ~ 
ndes} 2 being or relating to sthg carried as an extra load on the back of 
a vehicle (e g an aircraft) 

'piggy .bank n a com bank often in the shape of a pig 
pigheaded /pig'hcdid/ adj obstinate, stubborn - pigheadedness n 
.pig in a 'poke n sthg ofTered in such a way as to obscure its real nature 
or worth [E dial poke (sack, bag), fr ME, fr (3NF - more at 
pocicEr] 

pig .iron n crude iron from the blast funiace before refining 
'pig .lead n lead cast m pigs 

'pigment /'pigmant/ n 1 a substance that colours other materials, esp a 
powdered substance that is mixed with a liquid in which it is relatively 
insoluble and is used to colour paints, inks, plastics, etc 2 (a colourless 
substance related to) any of various colouring matters in animals and 
plants [L pigmentum, fr ptngerc to paint - more at paini] - pigmentary 
/-t(a)ri/ adj 

‘pigment /pig'ment/ vt to colour (as lO with pigment 
pigmentation /.pigmcn'layshfaln/ n (excessive) coloration with, or 
deposition of, (bodily) pigment 
pigmy /'pigmi/ n a pygmy 

pignut /'pig, nut/ n a common plant of the carrot family 
'pig.pen /-.pen/ n. NAm a pigsty 
'pig, skin /-.skin/ n (leather made from) the skin of a pig 
'pig.Sticking / ,s*iking/ n the hunting of wild boar on horseback with 
a spear 

'pig, Sty /-.stie/ n 1 an enclosure with a covered shed for pigs 2 a dirty, 
untidy, or neglected place 

'pig, tail /-.tayl/ n 1 a tight plait of hair, esp when worn singly at the back 
of the head 2 cither of 2 bunches of hair worn loose or plaited at either 
side of the head by young girls pigtailed ad/ 

pika /'pecka, ’piek.V n any of various short-eared small Asian .,iid N 
American mammals related to the rabbits [Pungusic pnka] 

'pike /pick/ n. Br a mountain or hill, esp in the I ake District, with a 
peaked summit [ME, perh of Scand origin, akin to Norw dial pik pointed 
mountain] 

*pike n, pi pike, esp fordilTercnt types pikes (any of various fishes related 
to or resembling) a large long-snouted fish-eating bony fish widely 
distributed in cociler parts of the N hemisphere [Mb. fr pike pikestaff, 
spike, fr the shape of its head] 

‘pike n a weapon consisting of a long wooden shaft with a pointed steel 
head that was used by foot soldiers until supeiscdcd by the bayonet [MF 
pique, fr piquer to pnek, fr (assumed) VI piccarc, fr piccus wtxxlpecker, 
fr L picus more at 'Fit] - pike it 

‘pike n a body position (eg in diving) in which the hands touch the toes 
or clasp the legs at the knees, the hips are bent forwards, and the knees 
are straight [prob fr 'pike] 

pikelet /'pieklit/ n. dial Br a crumpet [by shoitcning & alter fr earliei 
bara-picklet, fr W hara pyglyd pitchy bread] 

pikestaff /-.stahf/ n 1 a spiked staff for use on slippery ground 2 the 
staff of a foot soldier’s pike 

pil- /picl-/, pili-, pllo- comb form hair <piltviws > <pili/<*rous'> [L pilus - 
more at ’piif] 

pilaf, pilaff /’pce.laf, 'pi-/ n a dish of seasoned rice and often meat [Per 
& Turk pilau] 

pilaster /pi'lasta/ n an upnght rectangular column that is usu c. tided 
m a wall [MF pilastre, fr It pilastro] 
pilau /"pilow, 'pee.low/ n (a) pilaf 

pilchard /’pilchad/ n (any of several sardines related to) a fish of the 
hernng family that occurs in great schools along the coasts of Europe 
[origin unknown] 

'pile /piel/ n a beam of timber, steel, reinforced concrete, etc dnven into 
the ground to carry a vertical load [ME. dart, stake, fr OE pil, akin to 
OHG pfil dart, both fr a prehisloiic WGmc word borrowed fr L pilum 
javelin - more at pfstil] 

‘pile vt to dnve piles into 

‘pile n U a quantity of things heaped together b a heap of wood for 
burning a corpse or a sacrifice c a large quantity, number, or amount (a 
- of stuff still to be read} < - s offnends} 2 a large building or group 
of buildings 3 a great amount of money: a fortune (now that he has made 
his *•, he can live in luxury} 4 a vertical senes of alternate discs of 2 


dissimilar metals (e g coprier and zinc) separated by discs of cloth or paper 
moistened with an electrolyte for producing an electnc current 5 rfac 
lOR 2 [ME, fr MF. fr L pila pillar] 

‘pile vt 1 to lay or place in a pile: stack - often ^ up 2 to heap in 
abundance, load ^ d potatoes on his plate} ^ vi to move or press 
forwards (as if) in a mass, crowd (^6 into the car} - pile it on to 
exaggerate 

•pile n 1 soft hair, down, fur, or woi^l 2 a soft raised surface on a fabric 
or carpet consisting of cut threads or loops [ME. fr L pilus hair, akin to 
L pila ball, pilleus. pileus felt cap, Gk pihs] - piled adj 
•pile II a haemorrhoid - usu pi [ME, fr L. pila ball] 

'pile .driver n a machine for driving piles into the ground 
'pile, up /-,up/ n a collision involving usu several motor vehicles and 
causing damage or injury 

pile up VI I to accumulate (his work piled up over the holidays} 2 to 
become involved in a pileup of vehicles 

pileus /‘pieli-.is/ n, pi pilci /-li.ic/ the (umbrella-shaped) fruiting body of 
many fungi (c g mushrooms) [Nl , fr L] - pileate /-li at, -ayt/ adj 
pilfer /'pilfa/ vb to steal stealthily in small amounts or to small value [MF 
pelfrer, fr pelfre booty] - pilferage n, pilferer n 

pilgrim /'pilgrim/ n a person making a pilgnmage [ME, fr OF pelignn, 
fr LE pelegnnus, alter of L peregnnus foreigner, fr peregnnus foreign, 
fr pereger being abroad, fr per through * agr-. ager land - more at for. 
acrf] 

pilgrimage /'pilgnmij/ n 1 a journey to a shnne or sacred place as an 
act of devotion, in order to acquire spiniual merit, or as a penance 2 the 
course of life on earth 

.Pilgrim 'Fathers n pi the English colonists who settled at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, in 1620 
pili- - sec Fit - 

Pilipino /.pikVpeenoh, .pee-/ n the Tagalog-based official language of the 
Philippines [Pilipino. fr Sp Filipmo Philippine] 
pill /pil/ n la a small rounded solid mass of medicine to be swallowed 
whole b an oral contraceptive in the form of an (oestrogen- and progesto- 
gcn-contiining) pill taken daily by a woman over a monthly cycle - + the 
2 sthg repugnant or unpleasant that must be accepted or endured (the loss 
of salary was a bitter to swallow} 3 sthg resembling a pill in size or 
shape 4 a disagreeable or tiresome person - mfml [L palula, fr dim of 
pila ball] 

'pillage /’pilij/ n 1 the act of looting or plundenng, esp in war 2 sthg 
taken as booty (ME, fr MF, fr pillcr to plunder, fr peille rag. fr L pilleum. 
pilleus felt cap] 

‘pillage ih to plunder ruthlessly, loot - pillager n 
'pillar /'ptlV n la a firm upnght support for a superstructure b a usu 
omamci 1 It column or shaft 2 a chief supporter, a prop (a - of the 
Establishment} 3 a solid mass of coal, ore, etc left standing to support 
a mine roof [ME piler. fr OF, fr ML pilare, fr L pila] - from pillar to 
post from one place or one situation to another 
•pillar 1 / to support or decorate (as lO with pillars 
'pillar .box n a red pillar-shaped public letter box 
.pillar-box 'red adj or n vivid scarlet 

pillbox /"piLboks/ n I a box for pills; esp a shallow round box made of 
pasteboard 2 a small low concrete weapon emplacement 3 a small round 
bnmless hat with a flat crown and straight sides, worn esp by women 
garment 

'pillion /"pilyan/ n a saddle or seat for a passenger on a motorcycle or 
o'.nUn scooter (a - passenger} [ScGael pillean or IrGael pillin, dim of 
peal! covering, couch, ong sense in E, light saddle] 

‘pillion adv (as if) on a pillion (nde > 

'pillory /'pibn/ n 1 a device for publicly punishing ofTenders consisting 
of a wooden frame with holes for the head and hands 2 a means for 
exposing one to public scorn or ndicule [ME, fr OF pdori] 

‘pillory vt 1 to put m a pillory 2 to expose to public contempt, ndicule, 
or scorn 

'pillow /'piloh/ /} 1 a usu rectangular cloth bag (e g of cotton) filled with 
soft matenal (e g down) and used to support the head of a reclining person 
2 sthg resembling a pillow, esp in form [ME pilwe, fr OE pyle, akin to 
OHG pfuliwi pillow, both fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr L 
pulvinus pillow] 

‘pillow vt 1 to rest or lay (as iO on a pillow 2 to serve as a pillow for 
'pillow, case /-.kays/ n a removable washable cover, esp of cotton or 
nylon, for a pillow 

'pillow .lace n lace worked with bobbins over a padded support - 
compare NtroLtPOiNT I. point 8 
'pillow ,lava n lava solidified in rounded masses 
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'pillow .slip n a pillowcase 
pllo> - sec PiL- 

plloaa /'pie.lohs/ adj covered with (soft) hair [L pilosus, fr pdus hair - 
more at 'pile] - piloaity /pie'losati/ n 
'pilot /piebt/ n 1 sby qualified and usu licensed to conduct a ship into 
and out of a port or in specified waters 2 a guide, leader 3 sby who 
handles or is qualified to handle the controls of an aircraft or spacecraft 
4 a piece that guides a tool or machine part [MF pilote, fr It pilota, alter 
of jKdota, fr (assumed) MGk pedot^, fr Gk peda steenng oars, pi of 
pedon oar, akin to Gk pod-, pous foot - more at fooi] - pilotage n. 
pilotless adj 

^pllot vt 1 to act as a guide to; lead or conduct over a usu difficult course 
2a to direct the course of a sAjp> b to act as pilot of a 
planej 

’pilot adj serving as a guide, activator, or tnal < holes'^ < ^ lamps^ <a 
^ scheme} 

'pilot-, cloth n a thick blue woollen cloth used esp for seamen’s coats 
pilot engine n a locomotive going in advance of a train to make sure 
that the way is clear 

'pilot .fish n an oceanic fish that often swims in company with a 
shark 

'pilot .lamp n piloi light 1 

'pilot .light n 1 an indicator light showing whether power is on or where 
a switch or circuit breaker is located 2 a small permanent flame used to 
Ignite gas ‘it a burner 
pilot officer n rank 

pilsner /'pilzna/ n a light beer with a strong flavour of hops [G, lit . of 
Pilsen (now Plzen), city in Czechoslovakia] 

.Piltdown 'man /'pilt.down/ n a supposedly very early pnmitive mod- 
em man based on skull fragments uncovered in a gravel pit at Piltdown 
[Piltdown, site in East Sussex, England] 

pilule /pilyoohl/ n a little pill [MF, fr L pilula pill, dim of pda ball] - 
piiular /pilyoob/ adj 

pilus /"piebs/ n, pi pili /-lie. -li/ (a structure resembling) a hair [L - more 
at 'pile] 

pimento /pi'mentoh/ n, pi pimentos, pimento 1 a pimiento 2 allspice 
[Sp pimienta allspice, pepper, fr LL pigmenta, pi of pigmentum plant 
juice, fr L, pigment - more at pigment] 

pimiento /pi'myentoh/ n. p/pimientos any of vanous sweet peppers with 
a mild sweet flavour that are used esp as a garnish and as a stuffing for 
olives [Sp. fr pimienta] 

pimp /pimp/ n a man who solicits clients for a prostitute or brothel 
[ongin unknown] - pimp vi 

pimpernel /'pimpa.nel/ n any of several plants of the primrose family 
e g a SCARLET piMPERNEi b YELLOW PIMPERNEL [ME pimpcmele, fr 
MF pimpreneUe, fr LL pimpmella, a medicinal herb, perh denv of L piper 
pepper] 

pimple /'pimpl/ n (a swelling or protuberance like) a small solid inflamed 
(pus-containmg) elevation of the skin [ME pinple] - pimpled adj, pimply 
adj 

'pin /pin/ n la a piece of solid matenal (e g wood or metal) used esp for 
fastening separate articles together or as a support b sthg resembling a 
pui, esp in slender elongated form 2a a small thin pointed piece of metal 
with a head used esp for fastening cloth, paper, etc b sthg of small value; 
a trifle (^doesn't care a for anyone} e an ornament or badge fastened 
to clothing with a pin d safety pin 3n any of the wooden pieces 
constituting the target in vanous games (e g skittles and tenpin bowling) 
b the peg at which a quoit is pitched e the staff of the flag marking a hole 
on a golf course 4 a projecting metal bar on a plug which is insehed into 
a socket 5 peg 3a 6 a leg -- infml, usu pi (^wobbly on bis ^s) [ME, fr 
OE ptnn\ akin to OHG pTmo peg] > piiiiied adj 
’pin vt * 1111 - la to fasten, join, or secure with a pm b to hold fast or, 
immobile <-*ned him against the wall} 2a to attach, hang <'«ned hts 
hopes on a miracle} b to assign the blame or responsibility for the 
roMxry on a night watchman} 3 to make (a chess opponent’s piece) 
umble to move without exposing the king to check or a valuable piece to 
capture 

pinafore /'pina.faw/ n 1 an apron, usu with a bib 2 also pinafore dreu 
a sleeveless usu low-n^ked dress designed to be worn over another 
garment (e g a bbuse) garment [^pm + afore] 
pinball /'pin.bawl/ ji a game in which a ball is propelled across a sloping 
surface at pins and targets that score points if hit 
'pinball ma,eKina n an amusement device for playing pinball and 
automatically recording the score 

pince-nez fpana jiay, 'pins< {Fr prs ne)/ n. pi pinee-nez glasses 


clipped to the nose by a spnng [F, fr ptneer to pinch ^ nez nose, fr L 
nasus - more at nose] 

pincer /'pinss/ n la pi an instrument having 2 short handles and 2 
grasping jaws working on a pivot and used for gripping things b a claw 
(e g of a lobster) resembling a pair of pincers 2 either part of a double 
military envelopment of an enemy position [ME pmceour, prob deriv of 
MF pincier to pinch] - pincerlike adj 
'pinch /pinch/ vt la to squeeze or compress painfully (e g between the 
finger and thumb or between the jaws of an instrument) b to prune the 
tip of (a plant or shoot), usu to induce branching - f out or back c to 
cause to appear thin or shrunken </aces ^ed with hunger and fatigue} 
2 to subject to strict economy or want, straiten 3 to sail (a ship) too close 
to the wind 4a steai 1 - slang b arrlst 2 ^ slang vi 1 to compress, 
squeeze 2 to press painfully </ny new shoes ^} 3 of a ship to sail too 
close to the wind [ME pinchen, fr (assumed) ONF pinchier] - 
plncher n 

’pinch n la a cntical juncture, an emergency {when it comes to the 
he'll let you down} b(l) pressure, stress {when the ^ of foreign 
competition came at last - G M Trevelyan) (2) hardship, pnvation {after 
a year of sanctions, they began to feel the ^ > 2a an act of pinching, a 
squeeze b as much as may be taken between the finger and thumb {a ^ 
of snuff} - at a pinch in an emergency - with a pinch of salt with 
reservations as to the validity of sthg 
pinchbeck /'pinch, bek/ n an alloy of copper and zinc used esp to imitate 
gold in jewellery [Christopher Pinchbeck tl732 E watchmaker] - pinch- 
beck adj 

pincushion /'pin,koosh(3)n/ n a small cushion in which pins are stuck 
ready for use, esp in sewing 

Pindaric /pin'dank/ adj of or written in a style charactenstic of the poet 
Pindar [L ptndancus, fr Gk pindankos, fr Pindaros Pindar t443 bc Gk 
lync poet] 

Pindarics n pi Pindaric verse 

pin down vt 1 to force (sby) to state his/her position or make a decision 
2 to define precisely {a vague feeling of unease that she couldn V quite pm 
down) 3 to fasten down, prevent from moving 
'pine /pien/ vi l to lose vigour or health (e g through grieO. languish - 
often * away 2 to yearn intensely and persistently, esp br sthg unattain- 
able, long (pining for her lost youth} [*4E pinen, fr OE pinian, fr 
(assumed) OE pm punishment, fr L poena - more at pain] 

’pine n 1 (any of vanous trees related to) any of a genus of coniferous 
evergreen trees which have slender elongated needles 2 the 
straight-grained white or yellow usu durable and resinous wood of a pine 
[ME, fr OE pin, fr L pmus, akin to Gk pitys pine, L opimus fat more 
at FAi] - piny, piney adj 
pineal body /'pmi al/ n pineal gland 

pineal gland n a small appendage of the brain of most venebrates that 
has the structure of an eye in a few reptiles, and that secretes melatonin 
and other hormones [pineal fr F pineal, fr MF, fr L pinea pinecone, fr 
fern of pineus of pine, fr pinus] - pineal adj 

pineapple /'pienapl/ n 1 (the large oval edible succulent yellow-fleshed 
fruit oO a tropical plant related to the grasses, lilies, and orchids, with 
ngid spiny leaves and a dense head of small flowers 2 a hand grenade - 
slang [ME pinappel pinecone, fr pm, pine pine f appel apple, fruit] 
'pineapple .weed n a composite plant with a small rounded head of 
yellow flowers that smell of pineapple when crushed 
'pine, cone /’pien.kohn/ n a cone of a pine tree 
'pine .marten n a slender Eurasian marten with a yellow patch on the 
chest and throat 

'pine .nut n the edible seed of any of several chiefly western N Amencan 
pines 

'pine ,tar n tar obtained by destructive dist^lation of the wood of the pine 
tree and used esp in roofing and soaps, and in the treatment of skin 
diseases 

pinetum /pie'neetam/ n, pi pineta /-ta/ a plantation of pine trees; also 
a scientific collection of living coniferous trees [L, fr pinus] 
pinfall /'ptn.fawl/ n fall 8a 

'pin.fold /-.fohld/ n 'pound 1 [ME, fr OE pundfald, fr pund- enclosure 
+ fald fold] - pinfold vt 

ping /ping/ VI or n (to make) a sharp nnging sound [imit] 
Ping-Pgng /'ping .pong/ trademark - used for table tennis 
pinh«pd'/'pin,hed/ n 1 sthg very small or insignificant 2 a very dull or 
stupid person; a fool - infml 

4 >in'hgadpd /-'hedid/ arjj lacking intelligence or underaUnding; dull, 
stupid - infml > pinheadedneas n 
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pinhole camera /'pin.hohl/ n a photographic camera having a minute 
aperture and no lens 

Opinion /pinyan/ n 1 (the end section oO a bird’s wing 2 a bird's feather. 

a quill [ME, fr MF pignon] - pinioned adj 
Opinion vt 1 to restrain (a bird) from flight, esp by cutting off the pinion 
of a wing 2a to disable or restrain by binding the arms b to bind fast, 
shackle 

Opinion n a gear with a small number of teeth designed to mesh with a 
larger gear wheel or rack [F pignon, fr MF petgnon, fr pcigne comb, fr 
L pecten - more at pectinaie] 

'pink /pingk/ vt 1 to pierce slightly; stab 2a to perforate in an ornamental 
pattern b to cut a zigzag or saw-toothed edge on [ME ptnkcn] 

‘pink n a sailing vessel with a narrow overhanging stern [ME, fr MD 
pinkc] 

‘pink n any of a genus of plants related to the carnation and widely grown 
for their white, pink, red, or vanegated flowers [ongin unknown] - in the 
pink in the best of health - infrnl 

‘pink adj 1 of the colour pink 2 holding moderately radical political views 

- pinkish adj, pinkness n 

*plnk n 1 any of vanous shades of pale red 2 (the scarlet colour oO a fox 
hunter’s coat 

‘pink adv to a high degree, enormously - in tjckled pink, infml 
’pink VI. Br, of an mternaJ-comhu^tion engine to make a senes of sharp 
popping noises because of faulty combustion of the fuel-air mixture 
[imit] 

.pink 'elephants n pi any of vanous hallucinations ansing esp from 
heavy dnnking or use of drugs - infml 
'pink, eye /-,ie/ n a highly contagious conjunctivitis of human beings and 
vanous dorrtesiK ’n-mals 

.pink 'gin n a dnnk consisting of gin flavoured with angostura bitters 
pinkie, pinky /pingki/ n, NAm & dial Br urtii. unofr [prob fr D 
pinkje. dim of pink little finger] 

'pinking .shears /'pmgking/ n pi shears with a saw-toothed inner edge 
on the blades, used in sewing for making a zigzag cut in cloth to prevent 
fraying [pink] 

pinko /'pingkoh/ n, pi pinkos, pinkoes sby who holds moderately radical 
political views - chiefly derog [*pink 2 4 '-o] 

'pin .money n la extra money earned by sby. esp a marned woman (e g 
in a part-time job) b money set aside for the purchase of incidentals 2 
a trivial amount of money 

pinna /'pina/ n, pi pinnae /-ni/. pinnas 1 a leaflet or pnmary division 
of a pinnate leaf or frond 2 the largely cartilaginous projecting portion 
of the outer ear [NL, fr I,, feather, wing - more at pi n] "• pinnal adj 
pinnace /'pmas/ n any of vanous ship’s boats [MF pinace, prob fr OSp 
pinaia, fr pino pine, fr L pinus] 

'pinnacle /'pinakl/ n 1 an architectural ornament resembling a small 
spire and used esp to crown a buttress rniiROH 2 a structure or 
formation suggesting a pinnacle; specif a lofty mountain 3 the highest 
point of development or achievement [ME pinacle, fr MF, fr I L pin- 
naculum gable, fr dim of L pinna wing, battlement] 

‘pinnacle vt to raise (as lO on a pinnacle 

pinnate /’pinayt, -nat/ adj resembling a feather, esp in having similar 
parts arranged on opposite sides of an axis like the barbs on the shaft of 
a feather (a leaCj plant pinnatus, fr L, feathered, fr pinna] 

- piBMtely adv, pinnation /prnaysh(a)n/ n 

pinnule /'pinyoohl/ n 1 any of the secondary branches of a pinnate leaf 
or organ 2 a small fish fin separated from a major fin [NL pinnula] - 
pinnulate /-bt, -.layt/. pinnulated /-.laytid/ adj 
pinny /pini/ n pinafore 1 - infml (by shortening & alter.] 
pinochle /'pce,nukl/ n (the combination of the queen of spades and jack 
of diamonds in) a card game similar to bezique played with a 48-card pack 
containing 2 each of the ace, king, queen, jack, ten, and nine in each suit 
[prob modif of G dial, binokel, a game resembling be/ique, fr F dial 
binocle] 

pinocytosls /.pienohsic'tohsis, .pin-/ n, pi pinocytoses /-.see// the 
uptake of extracellular fluid by a cell by invagination of the cell membrane 
and formation of a fluid-filled sac inside the cell - compare phaCiOcyio- 
sis, ExocYTOSis [NL, fr Gk pinein to dnnk f NL cyt~ + -osis ~ more at 
potable] - pinocytlc /-'sietik, -'sitik/ adj, pinocytically adv, pinocytotic 
/-'totik/ adj, pinocytotlcally adv, pinocytose /-'sietohz/ vb 
pinole /pi’nohli/ n (any of vanous flours resembling) a finely ground 
flour made from parched com and used (sweetened) esp in Mexico and 
SW USA [AmerSp, fr Nahuati ptnolli] 

piAon /’pinyohn, 'pinyan, pin'yohn/ n (the edible nut-like seed oO any of 


vanous low-growing pines [AmerSp pinoh, fr Sp, pine nut, fr ptna 
pinecone. fr L pinca] 

'pinpoint /'pin.poynt/ vt 1 to fix, determine, or identify with precision 
2 to cause to stand out conspicuously; highlight 
‘pinpoint adj 1 extremely small, fine, or precise (a ^ target} 2 located, 
fixed, or directed with extreme precision 
‘pinpoint n a very small point or area <saw a of light at the end of the 

tube} 

'pin.prick /-.pnk/ n 1 a small puncture made (as lO by a pm 2 a petty 
irntation or annoyance 

.pins and ‘needles n pi a pneking tmgling sensation in a limb recover- 
ing from numbness 

'pin, stripe /-.stnep/ n 1 a very thm stripe, esp on a fabnc 2 a suit or 
trousers with pinstnpes - often pi with sing meaning - pin-striped 
adj 

pint /pient/ n 1 either of 2 units of liquid capacity equal to Vbgal. 

UNI I a a^Bntish unit of about 0.5681 unit b a US unit of about 
0 4731 UNIT 2 a pint of liquid, esp milk or beer [ME pmte, fr MF, 
fr ML pincta, fr (assumed) VL, fern of pinctus, pp of L pmgere to paint 
- more at psint] 

'pin.table /-.uybl/ n pinball machine 

'pin.tail /-,tayl/ n, pi pintails, esp collectively pintail a bird with elongated 
central tail feathers e g a a slender grey and white dabbling duck b any 
of several grouse 

pintle /pintl/ n a usu upnght pivot on which another part turns [ME 
pintel, lit . penis, fr 0£, akin to MLG pint penis, OE pinn pm] 
pinto /'pintoh/ n. pi pintos also pintoes NAm a spotted or blotched horse 
or pony [AmerSp, fr pinto spotted, fr obs Sp, fr (assumed) VL pinc- 
tus] 

'pint-.aize, 'pint-,sized adj small - chiefly derog 
'pin .tuck n a very narrow usu ornamental tuck m a garment 
pinup /'pm.up/ n (a person whose glamorous qualities make him/her a 
suitable subject oO a photograph pinned up on an admirer’s wall - pinup 
adj 

'pin, wheel /-.weel/ n I Catherine whkei 2 NAm windmill 2 
'pin.worm /-.wuhm/ n a threadworm 
piolet /pia'Iay (Fr pjolc)/ n an ice axe [F] 

pion /'pie on/ n any of several positive, negative, or neutral unstable 
elementary particles of the meson family responsible for the force between 
nucleons jeontr of pi-meson] - pionic /pie'onik/ adj 
'pioneer /.pie a'nia/ n 1 a member of a military unit (e g engineers) 
engaging m light construction and defensive works 2a a person or group 
that ongmates or helps open up a new line of thought or activity or a new 
methes! .T technical development b any of the first people to settle in a 
tcmtoi (MF pionier, fr OF peonier foot soldier, fr peon foot soldier, fr 
ML pedon-, pedo - more at 'fawn] 

‘pioneer adj 1 ongmal, earliest 2 (charactenstic) of early settlers or their 
time 

‘pioneer vi to act as a pioneer ^ vr 1 to open or prepare for others to 
follow, esp to settle 2 to ongmate or take part in the development of 
pious /’pie as/ adj 1 devout 2 sacred or devotional as distinct from the 
profane or secular 3 dutiful 4 marked by sham or hypocntical virtue; 
sanctimonious (L plus, akin to L piare to appease] - piously adv, 
piousness n 

'pip /pip/ n 1 (a disorder marked by formation oO a scale or crust on a 
bird’s tongue 2 a fit of imtation, low spmts, or disgust - chiefly infml; 
f ’.p in to give one the pip [ME pippe, fr MD. akin to OHG pfiffiz pip, 
both fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr (assumed) VL pipita, alter 
of L pituna phlegm, pip] 

‘pip n la any of the dots on dice and dominoes that indicate numencal 
value b SPOT 2c 2 a star worn, esp on the shoulder, to indicate an army 
officer’s rank [ongin unknown] 

‘pip vt -pp- to beat by a narrow margin - infml - pip at the post to beat 
at the very last minute (e g in a race or competition) 

‘pip n a small fruit seed of an apple, orange, etc [short for pippin] 

‘pip vt -pp- to remove the pips from (a fruit) 

‘pip n a short high-pitched tone, esp broadcast in a senes as a time signal 
[imit] 

pipal /'peepl/ n a large long-lived Indian fig tree [Hindi pipaJ, fr Skt 
pippala] 

'pipe /piep/ It la a tubular wind instrument, specif a small ftpple flute held 
in and played with one hand, esp while a tabor is played with the other 
b(l) FLUE PIPE (2) REED PIPE c 8 bagpipe • usu pi with sing, meaning 2 
a long tube or hollow body for conducting a liquid, gas, etc 3a a tubular 
or cylindrical object, part, oi passage b a roughly cylindneal body of ore 
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4 a large cask used esp for wine (e g port) and oil 5 (tobacco or other plant 
material held by the bowl oO a wood, clay, etc tube with a mouthpiece 
at one end, and at the other a small bowl m which plant material, esp 
tobacco, is burned for smoking <Ae ht his > [ME. fr OE pipa\ akin to 
OHG p/7/Si pipe; both fr a prehistonc WOmc word borrowed fr (assumed) 
VL /Mpa pipe, fr L pipare to cheep, of imit origin] 

’pipe vi la to play on a pipe b to convey orders or direct by signals on 
a boatswain’s pipe 2a to speak in a high or shrill voice b to make a shrill 
sound ^ yt la to play (a tune) on a pipe b to utter in the shnil tone of 
a pipe 2 to lead, accompany, or announce ceremonially 3a to tnm with 
pipmg b to force (e g cream or icing) through a piping tube or nozzle in 
Older to achieve a decorative effect 4 to supply or equip with pipes 5 to 
convey (as lO by pipes; specif to transmit by wire or coaxial cable 
'plp9-,clay vt to w^ten or clean with pipe clay 
'pip# ,clay n a fine white clay used esp for making tobacco pipes and for 
whitenmg leather 

'pip# .cl##n#r o a piece of flexible wire covered with tufted fabnc which 
IS used to clean the stem of a tobacco pipe 

,pip#d 'music /piept/ n recorded background music in public places 
pip# down VI to stop ulking or making noise - infml Vpipe] 

'pip# .dr#am n an illusory or fantastic plan, hope, or story [fr the 
fantasies brought about by the smokuig of opium] 

'pip#, fish /-fish/ a any of various long slender fishes that are related to 
the sea horses and have a tube-shaped snout 
'pip#,lin# AJien/ n 1 a line of pipe with pumps, valves, and control 
devices for conveying liquids, gases, etc 2a the processes through which 
supplies pass from source to user b sthg considered as a continuous set 
of processes which the individual must go through or be subjected to 
(_cbildren in the educational ^ ) <r/ie housing ^ > 3 NAm a direct 
channel for information 

,pip# 'major n the principal player in a band of bagpipes 
.pip# of 'p##c# n a calumet 
'pip# .organ n organ la 

pipor/piepo/ ii 1 one who or that which plays on a pipe 2 a maker, layer, 
or repairer of pipes 

piporidin# /pi'per3,deen, -dm/ n a liquid heterocyclic organic compound 
with a peppery smell like that of ammonia [ISV, blend of ptpenne (an 
alkaloid; fr L piper pepper) and -ide] 

pipott#, NAm pipet /pi'pet/ n a narrow tube into which fluid is drawn 
(e g for dispensing or measunng) by suction and retained by closing the 
upper end [F pipette, dim. of pipe pipe, cask, fr (assumed) VL pipa, pippa, 
pipe] 

pip# up VI to begin to play or to sing or speak, esp unexpectedly 
piping Apieping/ n la the music of a pipe b a sound, note, or call like 
that of a pipe 2 a quantity or system of pipes 3a a narrow tnmming 
consisting of a folded strip of cloth often enclosing a cord, used to decorate 
upholstery, garments, etc b a thin cordlike hne of lang piped onto a 
c^e 

'piping ,b#g n a conical usu polythene bag with a hole at the narrow end 
to which nozzles are fitted, that is used in cookery to pipe esp icing 
.piping 'hot adj so hot as to sizzle or hiss; broadly very hot 
^pistr#ll# /.pipi'strel/ n any of a genus of insect-eating bats [F, fr It 
pipistreHo, alter, of vispistrdio, fr L vespertiJio bat] 
pii^t /pipit/ n any of vanous small birds resemblmg larks [imit] 
pippin /pipin/ n any of numerous apples with usu yellow skins strongly 
flushed with red [ME pepin, fr OF] 

.pip^'pip inteij, Br goodbye - now chiefly humor [origin unknown] 
'pip-#qu##k n a small or insignificant person - infml 
piquont /peekant/ adj 1 agreeably stimulating to the palate; savoury 2 
pleasantly stimulating to the mind [MF, fr prp of piquer] - piquancy n, 
piqaantly adv, piquaCneas n 

'piqu# /peek/ n (a fit oO resentment resulting from wounded vanity 
’piqu# It 1 to arouse anger or resentment in; specif to offend by slighting 
2a to excite or arouse by a provocation, challenge, or rebuff b to pride 
or congratulate (oneselO. esp in respect of a particular accomplishment 
<he '^s himself on his itJU as a cooky [F piquer, lit., to pnck - more at 
*mke) 

piqii4, piqnc /peekay/ n a durable ribbed fabric of cotton, rayon, or silk 
[F piqui, fr pp of piquer to prick, quilt] 

piqu#t /pi'ket/ n 1 a 2-handed card game played with a 32-card pack 
with no cards below the 7 2 picket 2 [F] 

piracy /pie-arMi/ n 1 robbery or illegal violence on the high seas; also 
a similar act (e g hijacking) against an aircraft in flight 2 the infringement 
of a copyright, patent, etc 3 an act (as iO of piracy [ML pihiria, fr LGk 
pantda, fr Gk pdrates pirate] 


piranha /pi'rahn(y)a/ n a small S American fish capable of attacking and 
(fatally) wounding human beings and large animals [Pg, fr Tupi] 
'pirat# /pie-arat/ n 1 (a ship used by) sby who commits piracy 2 an 
unauthonzed radio station; esp one located on a ship in international 
waters (a ^ radio station) [ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr L pirata, fr Gk 
peirata, fr peiran to attempt - more at fear] - piratical /pie'ratikl/ adj, 
piratically adv 

’pirat# vr 1 to commit piracy on 2 to take or appropnate by piracy 3 to 
reproduce without authorization ^ vi to commit or practise piracy 
pirouatt# /.piroo'et/ n a rapid whirling about of the body; specif a full 
turn on the toe or ball of one foot in ballet [F, lit , teetotum] - 
pirouette vi 
pit /picz/ pi of PI 

pit ailtr /.peez a'lay/ n, pi pis alien /-'lay(z)/ a last resource or device; 
an expedient [F. lit , to go worst] 

pitc-, pisci- comb form fish (^pisciculture) (piscivorous) [L pisct-, fr 
piscis fish] 

pitcary /piskfa)!!/ n 1 the nght of fishing in waters belonging to another 
2 FISHERY 2 [(1) ME piscarie, fr ML piscana, fr L, neul pi of piscanus 
of fish, fr piscis, (2) ML pisc’ana, fr L, fern of piscanus] 
placatory /piskaKajn/, piscatorial /.piska'tawn-al/ adj of or dependent 
on fishermen or fishing [L piscatonus, fr piscatus, pp of piscan to fish, 
fr piscis] 

Pitcat /pieseez/ n pi but sing m constr (sby born under) the 1 2th sign 
of the zodiac in astrology, which is pictured as 2 fishes symwu 
[ME, fr L, fr pi of piscis fish - more at ’fish] - Piscean /piesi an/ adj 
or n 

pitcina /pi'seena/ n_a basin with a dram for disposing of water from 
liturgical ablutions church [ML, fr L. fhshpond, fr p/scis] 
pitcine /pisien/ adj (characteristic) of fish [L piscinus, fr piscis] 
pith /pish/ interj - used to express disdain or contempt [ongin 
unknown] 

pitiform /'pisi.fawm/ adj pea-shaped [L pisum pea t E -iform - more 
at pea] 

pitiform bon# n a bone of the wnst or carpus on the side of the little 
finger or ulna in most mammals 

pitmir# /piSimie-a/ n, dial an ant [ME pissemire, fr pissc unne + mire 
ant, of Scand ongin; akin to ON maurr ant, akin to L formica ant. Gk 
myrmex] 

'pit# /pis/ VI 1 to unnate 2 to rain heavily • often with down ^vt 1 to 
unnate in or on <->- the bed) 2 to discharge (as lO as unne (to ~ blood) 
USE vulg [ME pissen, fr OF pissier, fr (assumed) VL pissiare, of imit 
ongin] 

’pitt tt 1 unne 2 an act of urinating USE vulg 
pitt#d adj, Br drunk - slang 

pit# off vb, Br VI to go away ^ vt to cause to be annoyed or fed up USE 
vulg 

pittoir /.pi'swah, '-,*/ n a public unnal in the street in some European 
countnes [F, fr MF, fr pisser to unnate, fr OF pissier] 

'pl#s-.up n, chiefly Br a heavy dnnking session - vulg 
pistachio /pi'stahshi-oh/ n, pi pistachioa 1 (the green edible nut of) a 
small tree of the sumach family 2 the vivid green colour of the pistachio 
nut [It pistacchio, fr L pistacium pistachio nut, fr Gk pistakion, fr pistake 
pistachio tree, fr Per pistah] 

pist# /peest/ 1 a prepared slope for skiing 2 a rectangular area 14m 
(about 46ft) by 2m (about 6ft 7in) on which a fencing bout takes place [F, 
lit , trail, track, fr MF, fr Olt pista, fr pistare to trample down, pound - 
more at piston] 

pistil /pistil/ n a carpel [NL pistillum, fr L, pestle - more at pestle] 
pistillat# /pistibt, -,layt/ adj having pistils but no stamens 
pistol /pistl/ n a short firearm intended to bk aimed and fired with I hand 
[MF pistole, fr G, fr MHG dial, pischulle, ft Czech piital, lit., pipe; akin 
to Russ pischal arquebus] 

pistol# /pi'stohl/ n any of several former European, esp Spanish, gold 
coins [ME] 

pistoJ##r /.pista'iia/ n a person armed with a pistol 
'pistol .grip n a grip on a shotgun, nfle, tool, etc shaped like a pistol 
stock 

'pistoh.tarhip vt to beat with a pistol; broadly to assail violently and 
intemperately 

piston /pist(9)n/ n 1 a sliding disc or short cylinder fitting within a 
cylindried vessel along which it moves back and forth by or against fluid 
pressure car 2a a sliding valve in a cylinder in a brass instrument 
that is used to lower its pitch b a button on an organ console for bringing 
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in a prcfielected registration [F, fr It pistone, fr pistare to pound, fr ML, 
fr L pistus, pp of pinyere to crush - more at PESTLt] 

'piston .ring n a springy split metal nng for scaling the gap between a 
piston and a cylinder wall 

'piston ,rod n a rod by which a piston is moved or communicates 
motion 

'pit /pit/ n la(l) a hole, shaft, or cavity in the ground (2) a mine b(l) 
an area often sunken or depressed below the adjacent floor area (2) 
ORCHES1 RA 2 2 Hell " ^ the 3 a hollow or indentation, esp in the surface 
of a living plant or animal; e g a a natural hollow in the surface of the 
body b any of the indented scars left in the skin by a pustular disease (e g 
smallpox) 4 any of the areas alongside a motor racing track used for 
refuelling and repainng the vehicles dunng a race - usu pi with sing 
meaning; ♦ the 5 chiefly Br the floor of a theatre audilonum. esp the area 
between the stalls and the stage [ME, fr OE pytt, akin to OHG pfuz 7 i 
well] 

*pit vb -tt- vt 1 to make pits in. esp to scar or mark with pits 2a to set 
(e g righting cocks) to fight (as iQ in a cockpit - often 4 against b to set 
into opposition or rivalry, oppose ^ vj to become marked with pits, esp 
to preserve for a time an indentation made by pressure 
■pit n, NAm stonl 2 [D, fr MD - more at pith] 

*pit vt -tt- chiefly NAm to remove the pit from (a fruit) 

.pit-a-'pat n pitter-patter [imit] - pit-a-pat adv or adj 
'pitch /pich/ n 1 (any of various bituminous substances similar to) a black 
or dark viscous substance obtained as a residue in the distillation of 
organic materials, esp tars 2 resin obtained from various conifers [ME 
pich, fr OE pic, fr I, pit-, pix, akin to L opimus fat] 

■pitch vt to cover, smear, or treat (as lO with pitch 
■pitch vt 1 rrt ‘ -ind fix firmly in place < ^ a tent) 2 to throw, fling 
< ~ hay onto a iva^on><~ed a couple of drunks out of the party'> c g 
a to throw (a baseball) to a batter b to toss (e g coins) so as to fall at or 
near a mark 3a(l) to cause to be at a particular level or of a particular 
quality (2) to set in a particular musical pitch or key b to cause to be 
set at a particular angle, slope <a ^ed roof} -...-f architfcturc 4 to 
hit (a golf ball) in a high arc with backspin 5 to bowl (a ball) m encket 
to a specified place or in a specified manner ^ vt la to fall precipitately 
or headlong b(l) of a ship to move so that the bow is alternately rising 
and falling (2) of an airciaft to turn about a lateral axis so that the nose 
rises or falls in relation to the tail c rik k 1 2 to encamp 3 to incline 
downwards, slope 4 to pitch a baseball or golf ball 5 of a ball, esp a 
bowled cncket ball to bounce [ME pichen] 

■pitch n 1 pitching, esp an up-and-down movement - compare yaw 2a 
a slope, also the degree of slope b(l) distance between one point a gear 
tooth and the corresponding point on the next tooth (2) distance from any 
point on the thread of a screw to the corresponding point on an adjacent 
thread measured parallel to the axis c the distance advanced by a 
propeller in 1 revolution d the number ol teeth on a gear or of threads 
on a screw per unit distance e the degree to w'hich a blade of a propeller 
IS slanted in relation to the axis of rotation 3a the relative level, intensity, 
or extent of some quality or state <^wcre at a high ^ of excitement} b(l) 
the property of a sound, esp a musical note, that is determined by the 
frequency of the waves producing it, highness or lowness of sound (2) a 
standard frequency for tuning instruments 4 an often high-pressure sales 
talk or advertisement 5 wickei 4b 6 chiefly Br a a usu specially marked 
area used for playing soccer, rugby, hockey, etc b an area or place, esp 
in a street, to which a person lays unofficial claim for carrying out business 
or activities - pitched adj 
.pitch-black adj intensely dark or black 

pitchblanda /’pich.blend/ n a radium-containing uranium oxi ' veur- 
ring as a brown to black lustrous mineral [part trans of Q pechblende, 
fr pech pitch + blende] 

.pitched 'battle n an intense battle; specif one fought on previously 
chosen ground 

'pitcher /'picha/ n 1 a large deep usu earthenware vessel with a wide lip 
and a handle or 2 ear-shaped handles, for holding and pouring liquids, 
broadly a large jug 2 a modified leaf of a pitcher plant in which the 
hollowed stalk and base of the blade form an elongated receptacle [ME 
picher, fr OF pichier, fr ML bkanus goblet, fr Gk bikos earthen jug] 
■pitcher n the player who pitches in a baseball game ['pitch + '-f.r] 
'pitcher .plant n a plant with leaves modified into pitchers containing 
liquids in which insects are trapped and digested 
'pitchfork /'pich.fawk/ n a long-handled fork with 2 or 3 long curved 
prongs used esp for pitching hay [ME pikfork, fr pik pick 4 /brk] 
■pitchfork vf 1 to lift and toss (as iQ with a pitchfork < - ed /Ac hay into 


the wagon} 2 to thrust (sby) into a position, office, etc suddenly or 
without preparation 

pitch in v! 1 to begin to work 2 to contribute to a common endeav^ 
our 

'pitch .pipe n a small instrument of 1 or more reed or fine pipes blown 
to establish the pitch in singing or in tuning an instrument 
piteous /'piti-as/ adj causing or deserving pity or compassion - piteously 
adv, piteousness n 

pitfali /'pit.fawl/ n 1 a trap or snare, specif a camouflaged pit used to 
capture animals 2 a hidden or not easily recognized danger or diffi- 
culty 

'pith /pith/ n la a (continuous) central area of spongy livsue in the stems 
of most vascular plants b the white tissue surrounding the flesh and 
directly below the skin of a citrus fruit 2a the essential part, the core 
(individuality, which was the \ery ^ of liberty - H J Laski) b substantial 
quality (eg of meaning) (made a speech that lacked ^} [ME, fr OE 
pitha, akin to MD &. MLG pit pith, pit] 

■pith vt 1 to destroy the spinal cord or central nervous system of (c g cattle 
or a frog) 2 to remove the pith from (a plant part) 
pithead /'pit.hed, in mining communities usu .pit'hed/ n (the ground and 
buildings adjacent to) the top of a mining pit 

pithecanthropus /.pithikan'throhpas, .pithi'kanthrapas/ n, pi 
pithecanthropi A, pie/ any of the pnmitive extinct men known from 
skeletal remains from Javanese Pliocene gravels compare java man 
[NL. fr Gk pithekos ape 4 anthropos human being] - pithecanthropoid 
/-'kanthrp.poyd/ adj 

pithy /'pithi/ adj 1 consisting of or having much pith 2 tersely cogent 
- pithily adv, pithiness n 

pitiable /‘piti abl/ adj deserving or exciting pity or contempt, esp because 
of inadequacy (a ^ excuse} - pitiableness n, pitiably adv 
pitiful /'pitif(a)l/ adj 1 deserving or arousing pity or commiseration 2 
exciting pitying contempt (e g by meanness or inadequacy) - pitifully 
adv, piti^lness n 

pitiless Apitilis/ adj devoid of pity, merciless - pitilessly adv, pitiless- 
ness n 

‘pitman /-man/ n, pi (/) pitmen /-man/, (2) pitmans 1 a male mine 
worker 2 NAm ajNNFrriNG rod 

piton /prion(h) (Fr pita)/ n a spike or peg that is driven into a rock or 
ICC surface as a support, esp for a rope, in mountaincenng [F] 

'Pitot .tube Apcctoh/ n a tube with a short nght -angled bend that is used 
with a manometer to measure the velocity of fluid flow [F {tube de) Pitot, 
fr Henri Pitot fWl F physicist] 

'pit .saw n a handsaw worked by 2 men, one of whom stands on or above 
the i(V i t'ing sawn and the other below it, usu in a pit 
pitta bread Apita/ n slightly leavened bread, typically flat and oval in 
shape, with a hollow m the centre [MGk pitta cake, pie fr Gk, pitch] 
pittance /'pit(a)ns/ n a small amount or allowance, specif a meagre wage 
or remuneration [ME pitance, fr OF, piety, pity, fr ML pictantia, fr 
pietant-, pietans, prp of pietan to be charitable, fr L pietas] 

'pitter-, patter Apita/ n a rapid succession of light sounds [imit] - 
pitter-patter adv or adj, pitter-patter v/ 

pituitary /pi'tyooh it(a)n/ adj or n (oO the pituitary gland [L pituita 
phlegm; fr the former belief that the pituitary gland secreted phlegm] 
pi'tuitary .gland n a small endoenne organ attached to the brain that 
consists of a front lobe and a rear lobe that secrete many important 
hormones controlling growth, metabolism, etc digest ion 
pit .viper n any of vanous mostly New World venomous snakes with a 
sensory pit on each side of the head and hollow perforated fangs 
'pity Apiti/ n la (the capacity to feel) sympathetic sorrow for one 
sufTenng, distressed, or unhappy b a contemptuous feeling of regret 
aroused by the infcnonty or inadequacy of another 2 sthg to be regretted 
(it's a - you can't go} [ME pite, fr OF pite, fr L pietat-, pietas piety, 
pity, fr plus pious] 

■pity vb to feel pity (for) - pitler n. pityingly adv 
pityriasis /.pita'ne-asis/ n dry scaly or scurfy patches of skin in human 
beings or domesticated animals [NL, fr Gk, fr pityron scurf) 
piupiu Apecooh.peeooh/ n, pi piupiiis NZ a traditional Maun skirt made 
of rolled stnps of flax and worn by men and women [Maon] 

'pivot Apivat/ n 1 a shaft or pin on which sthg turns 2a a person, thing, 
or factor having a major or central role, function, or effect (as if the ^ 
and pole of his life. . . was his Mother - D H Lawrence) b a key player 
or position, .specif "post 2b [F] 

■pivot VI to turn (as lO on a pivot ^ vr 1 to provide with, mount on. or 
attach by a pivot 2 to cause to pivot - pivotable adj 
■pivot adj 1 turning (as if) on a pivot 2 pivotal 
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'pivotal /-ti/ adj 1 of or constituting a pivot 2 vitaHy important; crucial 
- pivotally adv 
pix /piles/ pi of PIC 

pixie, pixy /'piksi/ n a (mischievous) fairy [ongin unknown] - pixleiah 
adj 

pixilated /'piksi.laytid/ adj, chiefly NAtn 1 somewhat unbalanced 
mentally, also bemused 2 drunk [irreg fr pixie] - pixllation 
/,piksi'laysh(3)n/ n 

pizza /'peetsa/ n a round thin cake of baked ^read dough spread with a 
mixture of tomatoes, cheese, herbs, etc [ft, fr (assumed) VL picea, fr L, 
fern of piceus of pitch, fr p/c-, pix pitch] 

pizzeria /.peetsa'ria/ n an establishment where pizzas are made or sold 
[It, fr pizza] 

pizzicato /.pitsi’kahtoh/ n, adv, or adj, pi pizzicati /-ti/ (a note or 
passage played) by means of plucking instead of bowing - used in music 
[It, pp of pizzicare to pinch, pluck] 

placard /'plakahd/ n a notice for display or advertising purposes, asu 
pnnted on or fixed to a stiff backing material [ME placquart, a formal 
document, fr MF, fr plaquier to plate - more at piaqli] 

‘placard vt 1 to cover (as iO with placards 2 to give public notice of by 
means of placards 

placate /pb'kayt/ vt to soothe or mollify, esp by concessions; appease 
[L placatus, pp of placate - more at please] - placation /pb‘kaysh(3)n/ 
n, placaCive /pb'kaytiv, 'plakativ/ adj, placatory /pb'kayt(a)n. 
'pbk3t(a)n/ adj 

'place /pbys/ n la physical environment; a space b physical surround- 
ings; atmosphere 2a an indefinite region or expanse; an area b a building 
or locality used for a usu specified purpose <a ^ of amusement} <a ^ 
of worship} 3a a particubr region or centre of population b a house, 
dwelling (^invited them to his ~ for the evening} 4 a particular part of 
a surface or body, a spot 5 relative position in a scale or senes, e g a a 
particular part in a piece of wnting; esp the point at which a reader has 
temporanly stopped b an important or valued position (^there was never 
much of a ^ in his life for women} c degree of prestige (put her in her 
da (numbered) point in an argument, explanation, etc (in the first 
you*re wrong} 6 a leading place, esp second or third, in a competition 
7a a proper or designated niche (thought that a woman's ^ was in the 
home} (put it back in its ^} b an appropriate moment or point (this is 
not the ^ to discuss legal liability} 8a an avaibble seat or accommoda- 
tion b PLACE SETriNO (lay another ^ for our guest} 9 the position of 
a figure in relation to others of a row or senes; esp the position of a digrt 
within a numeral (in 316 the figure I is in the tens > 10a remunerative 
employment; a job; esp public office b prestige accorded to one of high 
ranJk; status (an endless quest for preferment and ^ - Tune} c a duty 
accompanymg a position of responsibility (it was not his ^ to sack the 
employee} 11 a public square 12 chiefly Br an avaibble vacancy (got a 
university [ME. fr MF, open space, fr L platea broad street, fr Gk 
plateia (hodos), fr fern of platys broad, flat, akin to Skt prthu broad, L 
planta sole of the foot] - In place of so as to replace 
‘place vr 1 to distnbute in an orderly manner, arrange these 
documents in their correct order} 2a to put m, direct to, or assign to a 
particular place <'^d her on the right of the host} (could always ^ the 
dart exactly where he wanted to} b to put in a particular state a 
performer under contract} 3 to appoint to a position < d him in charge 
of the class} 4 to find employment or a home for 5a to assign to a position 
in a senes or category b to estimate < ^ d /Ae value of the estate too high} 
c to identify by connecting with an assoebted context (couldn't quite ^ 
her face} d to put, lay (the teacher '^s a great deal of stress on correct 
spelling} 6a to give (an order) to a supplier b to give an order for < ^ 
a bet} - placeable adj, placement n 

placebo /pb'seeboh/ n, pi placeboa 1 the Roman Catholic vespen for 
the dead 28(1) a medication that has no physiological effect and is 
presenbed more for the mental relief of the patient (2) an inert substance 
against which an active substance (e g a drug) is tested in a controlled tnai 
b sthg tending to soothe or gratify [(1) ME, fr L, 1 shall please, fr placere 
to please; (2) L] 

pla'cebo ef.fect n improvement in the condition of a sick person that 
occurs in response to treatment but is prob more connected with mental 
factors than with the specific treatment 

'place .cani n a card indicating the place a guest is to occupy at table 
during a formal dinner 

placed adj, chiefly Br in a leading place, esp second or third, at the end 
of a competition, horse race, etc 

'plaoajcick A jeik/ vr or n (to kick or score by meant of) a kick at a ball 


(e g in rugby) placed or held in a stationary position on the ground - 
plaoekkker n 

'placeman /-man/ n a political appointee to a public office, esp in 18th-c 
Britain 

'place-, name n the name of a geographical locality 
placenta /pb'senta/ n, pi placentaa, placentae Ati/ 1 the organ in ail 
higher mammals that unites the foetus to the maternal uterus and 
provides for the nourishment of the foetus and the elimination of waste 
REPRODUCTION 2 the part of a Howenng plant to which the ovules 
are attached plant [NL, fr L, flat cake, fr Gk plakount-, plakous, 
fr plak-, plax Hat surface - more at plf.ase] - placental adj or n 
placcntation /,plasen'taysh(u)n/ n 1 the development of the placenta 
and attachment of the foetus to the uterus dunng pregnancy 2 the 
particular type of form and structure of a mammalian or plant pb- 
centa 

placer /"plasa/ n an alluvial or glacial deposit containing particles of 
valuable minerals, esp gold [Sp. fr Catal, submarine plain, fr plaza place, 
fr L platea broad street - more at place] 

'place .setting n a table service for 1 person 
placid /plasid/ adj serenely free of interruption or disturbance 
summer skies} (a ~ disposition} [L placidus, fr placere to please - more 
at please] - placidly adv, placidnesa, pbcidity /pb'sidati/ n 
placket /'plakit/ n a slit in a garment, esp a skirt, for a fastening or pocket 
[origin unknown] 

placoid /'pbkoyd/ adj of or being a scale with an enamel-tipped spine 
charactenstic of cartilaginous fishes [Gk plak~, plax flat surface] 
plagal /'pbygl/ adj 1 of a church mode having the keynote on the 4th 
scale step 2 of a cadence passing from a subdominant to a tonic chord 
[ML plagaJis, denv of Gk plagios obhque, sideways, fr plagos side; akin 
to L plaga net. region. Gk pelagos sea - more at 'flake] 
plage /plahzh/ n a bnght region on the sun caused by light from gas 
clouds and often associated with a sunspot [F. beach, luminous surface, 
fr It piaggia beach, fr LL plagia, fr Gk plagios oblique] 
plagiariem /'pbyj(y)3,nz(a)m/ n 1 pbgianzjng 2 sthg plagianzed - 
plagiarist n, pbgiaristic /,pbyj(y)3'n$tik/ adj 

plagiar ize, -be /'pbyj(y)3.nez/ vt to appropnate and pass off (the ideas 
or words of another) as one's own vi to present as new and onginal an 
idea or product derived from an existing source [plagiary (one who 
pbgianzes, pbgiansm), fr L plagianus, lit , plunderer, fr plagium hunting 
net, fr plaga net] - pbgiarizer n 

plagioclase /'pbyji 3,kbys, -.kJayz/ n a tnclinic feldspar; esp one 
containing calcium or sodium [Gk plagios + klasis breaking, fr klan to 
break - more at 'halt] 

'plague /pbyg/ n la a disastrous evil or affliction, a calamity b a large 
destructive influx <a — of locusts} 2 any of several epidemic virulent 
diseases that cause many deaths; esp a fever caused by a bacterium that 
occurs in several forms 3a a cause of imtation, a nuisance b a sudden 
unwelcome outbreak (a ^ of burglaries} [MEpbge, fr MF, fr LL plaga, 
fr L, blow, akin to L plangere to stnke - more at plaint] 

‘plague vt 1 to infest or afflict (as lO with disease, calamity, etc 2a to 
cause worry or distress to b to disturb or annoy persistently - 
piaguer n 

plaguey, plaguy /'pbygi/ adj causing imtation or annoyance; trouble- 
some - infml 

plaice /plays/ n, pi plaice any of various flatfishes, esp a large European 
flounder [ME, fr OF plais, fr LL platenats, prob fr Gk platys broad, 
flat] 

plaid /plad/ n 1 a rectangubr length of tartan worn over the left shoulder 
as part of Highbnd dress 2 a usu twilled woollen fabne with a tartan 
pattern 3 a tartan [ScGad plaide] - plaid adj, plalded adj 
'plain /playn/ n la an extensive area of level or rolling treeless country 
b a broad unbroken expanse 2 ’knit [Ml, fr OF, fr L planum, fr neut 
of planus flat, plain - more at floor] 

‘plain adj 1 lacking ornament; undecorated 2 free of added subsUuices; 
pure 3 free of impediments to view; unobstructed 4a evident to the mind 
or smses; obvious (it's perfectly ^ that they will resist} b clear (made 
bis intentions «« > 5 free from deceitfulnesi or subtlety; candid 6 lacking 
special distinction or affectation; ordinary 7a characterized by simplicity; 
not complicated home cooking} b not rich or ebborately prepared 
or decorated 8 unremarkable either for physical beauty or for ugliness 9 
of fhur not containing a rauing agent - plainly adv, plaianaat n 
‘plain adv in a plain manner; clearly, simply; also totally, utterly (it’s Just 
dafi} 

'plain,chant /-.chahnt/ n plainaong [F plain-chant, lit., plain song] 
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.plain 'clothes n ordinary civilian dress as opposed to (police) unifonn 
- often attnb in plain-clothes man 

.plain 'dealing n straightforward honesty <a businessman noted for 
his 

.plain 'sailing n easy progress along an unobstructed course (c g of 
action) 

'plain.Song /-.song/ n 1 the nonmetneal monophonic music of the 
medieval church; esp gkegorian chan r 2 a liturgical chant of any of 
vanous Chnstian rites 

.plain'spoken /-'spohkan/ adj candid, frank - plainspokenness n 
'plain .stitch n ^knit 

plaint /playnt/ n a protest [ME, lamentation, protest, fr MF, fr L 
planctus, fr planctus, pp of plangere to strike, beat one’s breast, lament; 
akin to OHG fJuokhon to curse, Gk plessein to strike] 

'plaintext /-.tekst/ n the intelligible form (e g the original form) of an 
encoded text 

plaintiff /playntif/ n sby who commences a civil legal action - compare 
DEFFNDANT [ME plaintif, fr MF, fr plaintif, adj] 
plaintive /playntiv/ adj expressive of suffering or woe, melancholy, 
mournful [ME plaintif, fr MF, fr plaint] ~ plaintively adv, plaintive- 
neas n 

plain weave n a simple weave in which the weft yarns pass alternatively 
over and under the warp yams - plain-weave adj, plain-woven adj 
'plait also plat /plat/ n 1 a pleat 2 a length of plaited material, esp hair 
(ME p/eit, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL plictus, fr plictus, pp of L plicare to 
fold - more at 'pi y] 

’plait also plat vt 1 to pleat 2a to interweave the strands of b to make 
by plaiting - plaiter n 

'plan /plan/ n 1 a drawing or diagram drawn on a plane eg a a top or 
honzontal v^.'-w of Ui> obutt -Z^ nun ding b a large-scale map of a small 
area 2a a method for achieving an end b an often customary method of 
doing sthg, a procedure <,the usual ^ is to both amve and leave early) 
c a detailed formulation of a programme of action d a goal, aim {his 
WHS to get a degree in engincenng) [F, plane, foundation, ground plan, 
partly fr L planum level ground, fr ncut of planus level, partly fr F planter 
to plant, fix in place, fr LL plantare - more at fkmir, 'plant] - planless 
adj, planlessly adv 

’plan vb -nn- vt 1 to design 2 to arrange m advance 3 to have in mind, 
intend ^ vi to make plans - planner n 
plan-, piano- comb form 1 flat <planoso/), flat and (plano-concave^ 2 
flatly (planosp/ra/) [L planus] 

planar /'playna, -nah/ adj of, being, or lying in a plane - planarity 
/play'narati/ n 

planarian /pb'nean an/ n any of several related small cilia-bcanng and 
mostly aquatic flatworms [NL Planana, type genus of the family] 
planchet /'plahnchit/ n a plain metal disc before stamping as a com 
[dim of planch (flat plate)] 

'plane /playn/ vt 1 to make flat or even with a plane \ the sides of 
the door) 2 To remove by planing - often + away or down (ME planen, 
fr MF planer, fr LL planare, fr L planus level - more at fioiiRj - 

planer n 

’plana, 'plane .tree n any of a genus of trees with large deeply cut lobed 
leaves and flowers in spherical heads [ME, fr MF, fr L platanus, fr Gk 
platanos, akin to Gk platys broad - more at pi acl ] 

’plana n a tool with a sharp blade protruding from the base of a flat metal 
or wooden stock for smoothing or shaping a wood surface [ME. fr MF. 
fr LL plana, fr planare] 

’plana n la a surface such that any 2 included points can be joined by a 
straight line lying wholly within the surface b a flat or level physical 
surface 2 a level of existence, consciousness, or dcvclopmcn* on the 
intellectual 3a any of the mam supporting surfaces of an aeioplanc 
b an aeroplane (L planum, fr neut of planus level; (3B) by shortening] 
’plana adj 1 having no elevations or depressions; flat 2a of or dealing with 
geometnc planes b lying in a plane (a curvey [L planus] 

’plana vi i to fly keeping the wings motionless 2 to skim across the 
surface of the water [F planer, fr plan plane; fr the plane formed by the 
wings of a soanng bird] 

planat /'planit/ n 1 any of the bodies, except a comet, meteor, or satellite, 
that revolve round a star, esp the sun in our solar system, specifMercu^, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, or Pluto -SjT 
ASTRONOMY 2 STAR 2a(l) [ME pUuiete, fr OF, fr LL planeta, modif of 
Ok planet-, planes, ht , wanderer, fr planasthai to wander; akin to ON 
flana to rush around] 

plana tabla n a field surveying instrument that consists essentially of a 
drawing board on a tripod together with an alidade 


planatarium /.plani'teari am/ n, pi planetarlams, planetaria /-nV 1 a 
model of the solar system 2 (a building or room housing) an optical 
projector for projecting images of celestial bodies and effects as seen in the 
night sky 

planetary /'planit(3)n/ adj la of or being a planet b having a motion 
like that of a planet electrons} 2 of or belonging to the earth; 
tcrrestnal 3 erratic, wandenng - poetic 

planataaimal /.plam'tesimfa)!/ n any of numerous small solid celestial 
bodies that may have aggregated to form the planets of the solar system 
[planet + -esimal (as in in/initesimal)] 

planetoid /'planitoyd/ n an asteroid - plaactoldal /.plani'toydl/ adj 
planform /'plan.fawm/ n a view of an object (eg an aircraft) from 
above 

plangent /'planj(3)nt/ adj 1 loudly reverberating 2 having an express- 
ive. esp plaintive, quality [L plangent-, plangens, prp of plangere to strike, 
lament] - plaogency /-si/ n, plangently adv 

planimatar /pla'nimita/ n an instrument for measuring the area of a 
plane figure by tracing its boundary line [F planimetre, fr L planum plane 
^ F -metre -meter] - planlmetric /.plani'metnk/ adj 
planish /'planish/ vt to toughen and finish (metal) by hammering [MF 
planiss-, stem of planir to make smooth, fr plan level, fr L planus] - 
planisher adj 

planisphere /'plam.sfia/ n a polar projection of the celestial sphere and 
the stars on a plane to show celestial phenomena at any given time [ML 
planisphaenum, fr L planum plane v sphaera sphere] - plssisphcric 
/.plani'sfenk/ adj 

'plank /plangk/ n la a long thick piece of wood, specif one 2 to 4in (about 
50 to 100mm) thick and at least 8in (about 200mm) wide 2a an article 
in a political platform b a (pnncipal) item of a policy or programme [ME. 
fr ONF planke, fr L planca] 

’plank vt to cover or floor with planks 

plankton /'plangktan/ n the floating or weakly swimming minute animal 
and plant organisms of a body of water [G, fr Gk. neut of plankux 
dnfting, fr plazesthai to wander, drift, passive of plazein to dnve astray; 
akin to L plangere to stnke - more at pi aini] - plasktoaic /plangk'tonik/ 
adj 

planning /'planing/ n the establishment of goals, policies, and pro- 
cedures for a social or economic unit ( town > 

,plano<:on'cave /.playnoh/ adj flat on one side and concave on the 
other 

.plano-con'vex adj flat on one side and convex on the other 
pianography /pb'nografi/ n a process (eg lithography) for pnnting 
from a plane surface - planographic /.playna'grafik/ adj 
'plant / pbhnt/ vt la to put in the ground, soil, etc for growth <<•>- seeds} 
b to se: • r sow (land) with seeds or plants c to implant 2a to establish, 
institute b to place (animals) in a new locality c to stock with animals 
3 to place firmly or forcibly < ed a hard blow on his chinj 4 to position 
seer tly, specif to conceal in order to observe or deceive {the spy a 
microphone in the hotel room} ~ vi to plant sthg [ME plantai, fr OE 
plantian, fr LL plantare to plant, fix in place, fr L, to plant, fr planta plant] 

- plantable adj 

’plant n la a tree, vine, etc that is or can be planted, esp a small 
herbaceous plant b any of a kingdom of living things (e g a green alga, 
moss, frni, conifer, or flowenng plant) typically^ lacking locomotive 
movement or obvious nervous or sensory organs 2a the bmldmgs, 
machinery, etc employed in carrying on a trade or an industnal busmess 
b a factory or workshop for the manufacture of a particular product 3 
an act of planting 4 sthg or sby planted </e/2 muddy footprints as a 
to confuse the ptdice} [ME plante, fr OE, fr L planta] - plantUke adj 
Plantagenet / plan'uj(3)nit/ adj of the English royal house that ruled 
from 1154 to 139^ [Plantagenet, nickname of the family adopted as 
surname] - Plantagenet n 

'plantain /'plantayn, -tin/ n any of a genus of short-stemmed plants 
beanng dense spikes of minute greenish or brownish flowers plant 
[ME, fr OF. fr L plantagin-, plantago, fr planta sole of the foot - more 
at PLACfc, fr Its broad leaves] 

’plantain n (the angular greenish starchy fruit oO a type of banana plant 
[Sp plAntano plane tree, banana tree, fr ML plantanus plane tree, alter, 
of L platanus - more at 'plane] 

plantar /'planta/ adj of the sole of the foot [L plantans, fr planta sole 

- more at place] 

plantation /plahn'taysh(3)n, plan-/ n 1 (a place with) a usu large group 
of plants, esp trees, under cultivation 2 a settlement in a new country or 
region, a colony 3 an agncultural estate, usu worked by resident 
labour 
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Place-name elements in Britain and Ireland 

The etymology of place names is often complex or uncertain, and this list 
should be taken only as a brief guide. 

G ^ Gaelic OE ^ Old English W -> Welsh L Latin ON ^ Old Norse 

modern forms explanation source modern forms explanation source 


Aber- 

confluence; place at 
the mouth of a river 

W 

aber 

Ach-, Auch-(Scotland) 
Agh-, Augh-, -agha-, 
-agh (Ireland) 

field 

G 

achadh 

Ard-, -ard 

high 

G 

ard 

Ath-, Agh-, Augh', 

•egh, -ah 

ford 

G 

ath 

Auchter- 

upper part, summit, 
high field 

G 

uachdar 

Bal-, Ball-, Bally- 

village; farmhouse 

G 

bade 

Beath, -beath, -beith 

birch tree 

G 

beath, beith 

Blair 

a plain 

G 

b/ar 

■borough, -burgh, -bury 

fortified place 

OE 

burgh 

Brock-, Brouoh-, 

4>roke, -brook 

brook, stream 

OE 

broc 

Burn-, -borne, 

-bourne, -burn 

stream, spring 

OE 

burna 

-by 

farmstead. Village 

ON by 

Caer-.Car- 

fort, castle 

W 

caer 

Garrick- 

rock 

G 

carraic, carraig 
craig, creag 

Chester, -caster, 

•caster, -Chester 

Roman town, 
ancient fort 

OE 

ceaster 

Clon-,Cloon- 

meadow 

G 

cluain 

Comb-, Comp-. 

-combe, -coombe 

valley 

OE 

cumb 

-cot. cote 

cottage, shelter 

OE 

cot 

Craig-, -craig 

rock, crag 

G 

carraic, carraig 
craig, creag 

Oal- 

field 

G 

dad 

Den-, -dean, -den 

valley 

OE 

denu 

■den 

(chiefly in Kent & 
Sussex) pasture 

OE 

denn • 

Oerri-, -derry 

an oak wood 

G 

doire, daire 

Drum-, Drom-, -drum 

back; ridge 

G 

druim 

Dun-, Don-, Doon-, 

Doon 

castle, fort: 
hill 

G 

dun 

-ea, -ey, -y 

land between streams, 
island 

OE 

eg,ieg 

Ennis-, Inis-, 

Inish-, Inch-, Inch 

islarul; flat part of 
a meadow by a river 

G 

inis 

Ford-, -ford, -forth 

ford 

OE 

ford 

-gill 

ravine, deep valley 

ON gil 

Glen-, -glen 

glen 

G 

gleann 

•ball, -ale, -all 

remote valley; 
water meadow 

OE 

hath, heath 

Ham-, -ham 

village; homestead, 
marK>r 

OE 

ham 

Hampstead, 

-hampstead, 

-hamstead 

homestead 

OE 

hamstede 

Hampton, -hampton 

home farm 

OE 

hamtun 

Head-, -bead 

headland, bluff 

OE 

heatod 

Holt, -holt 

wood 

OE 

holt 

Hop-, -hope 

small valley 

OE hop 

Hull, HH-, Hill-, 

-hill, -hull 

hill 

OE hyll 

-hurst, -hirst 

wood; hillock 

OE hyrst 

-ington 

-used to denote 
association of a 
settlement with a 
particular individual 

OE 

ing + tun 


Inver-, Inner- 

mouth of a river; 
confluence 

G inbhir 

Kil- (Scotland) 

Kil-, Kill-, Cal-, 

Kilty-, Keel, -keel, 
-kyle (Ireland) 

1 hermit'scell, 
church 

2 wood 

G edt, ceatt 

G codte 

Kin- (Scotland) 

Kin-, Ken , 

Can- (Ireland) 

head, promontary 

G ceann.cinn 

Kir-, Kirk-, -kirk 

church 

ON kirkja 

Leigh-, -leigh, -ley 

glade, clearing, 
wood, forest 

OE teah 

Lis- 

fort 

G has 

Llan- 

church 

W llan 

-low 

hill, mound 

OE hlaw 

Maghera, Maghera-, 
Machery 

a plain 

G machaire 

-mer, -mere 

lake, mere 

OE mere 

-minster 

monastery, church 

OE mynster 

Mor-, More-, -moor 

moor, waste, fen 

OE mor 

-mouth 

mouth 

OE mu\-i 

-ness, -nes.Nas-, 

headland, cape 

OE naes:>,ness 

Nass-, Naz- 

projecting ridge 

ON nes 

Pen-, Pern- 

head 

W penn 

Pont- 

bridge 

W pont from 

L pons 

Poole, Pool-, -pole, 
■pool 

pool, tidal stream 

OE pol 

Port-, -port 

harbour, 
market town 

OE port from 

L partus 

PwlI- 

pool 

W pwlI 

Rhos- 

moor 

W rhos 

Ros- 

cape, headland 
(Scotland and 

N Ireland) 
wood (S Ireland) 

G ros 

Roth- 

fort 

G rath 

•shot 

strip of land 

OE sc eat 

Stan-, Stone-, 

-ston, -stone 

stone (eg a 
boundary stone) 

OE ston 

-stead, -sted 

place, site 

OE stede.styde 

Stoke, Stock-, 

Stoke-, -stock, -stoke 

place, outlying 
farmer hamlet, 
monastery 

OE stoc 

Stow, Stowe, -stoe, 
-stow, -Stowe 

pluce-espa 
religious site 

OE stow 

Strat-, Streat-, 

Stret-, -street 

Roman road 

OE straet, stret 

Stra-, Strath- 

valley 

G srath 

Thorpe, -thorpe 

outlying farm or 
hamlet 

Old Danish porp 

■thwaite 

meadow, clearing' 

ON pueit 

■toft 

site of a house 

Old Danish toft 

Ton-, -ton, -tone 

homestead, village 

OE tun 

Tra-, -tray 

strand 

G traigh, tracht 

Tre- 

homestead, vlllagb, 
town 

W tre, tref 

-trey, ^try 

tree 

OE treow 

-wald, wold 

high forest -land 

OE wald, weald 

-wark 

fortification 

OE weorc 

■wich, -WICK 

dwelling-place; 
dairy farm 

OE wic 

-worth, -worthy 

homestead 

OE worp.worpig 
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place-name<s> 


The places marked on this map 
illustrate some of the commonest 
place-name elements in Britain and 
Ireland. These are printed in bold type 
and are listed, with their meanings, in 
alphabetical order on the page ^ 
opposite. /V\ 


L ^ • •Halkirk 

Craigtown ) 

^ ^Dunbeath 


0 Strathpeffe r • 

P ^Inverness 


^^Dalwhinnie^ 


Auchnacraig^ 


blair Athol I 


Balmoral ^berdeen 
* Craigmoston 

•• Kill lec rankle; 


InchL Lon'Honderry 


Aberfeldy* •Blairgowrie 

ina^g^r^ Killin’* ^Dundee 

Inveraray V • Auchterarder 

» All '‘~*'®l^^CSSra.nb»ll, 

.s.iA 


Dwiegal Magherafelt, * V .S.,rs. V 

, ^'•nickhrgyj^^''^ j Stanhope, •Durham 

Kiltvclogher- ‘Ljj^urn Workington* ‘Keswick ^'"^^hitby 

• E'nniskillen ^ \ 


Drumlish* 


Enniskillen 

Dundalk ( 
• Ardee* 


Roscommon* 


oClonfert* 


• Athlone 


Dundrum/ > Windermere* 


•CoxwoldV 


» Edenderry 


Roscrea* 


- ^ 

Llandudno 


^Lancaster .Ramsgill 

Preston- Burnley 

Birii k^n* • ‘Morley^ 


^Ormskirk 

Liverpool 


• Scunthorpe 

Thorney* ASkegness 

‘Newark / _„Cromer 


_ -wx uianauano 5 

( Caernarvon^ •Newark / p-n- 

) Oswestry stoke on Trent 

iBallymoney Pwllheli • Norwi 


.Ardagh Kilkenny’. ^Ballymoney PwHne.i .Tamworth ^°'^* 

re .Kilnamanagh*’ L Llanidloes Walsall* NorthwoW* 

Clonmel* • /. / • •Qniihull Lowestoft 

Carrick-on-Suir Aberystwyth* Ludlow* boiihuii 


^^^-nAperrymore . .Kilnamanagn* e Llanidloes 

T Clonmel* • /. / • 

Tralee Carrick^Suir Aberystwy^* Ludlow 

Ardglass* * Tregaron 


Carmarthen 

Pembrok^^-'-^ 


* Tregaron *Stratford j 

I ixstowe^x 

f *Rhos Aberoavennv Stansted. , 

marthe^ • ^ ^ Oxford Colchester 

Treharrjf .Pontypool * *Berkhamsted^ 

• JiNewport Stanmore .Northolt ^Rayleigh 

Pontypridd/^gi.|j^j,^yg^, Ascot* sWrsea^^ — ^ 

^ ^ ^ Aldershot* Benenden J 

L Salisbury. Hindhead. ^ ^ Folkestone 

Ashmore. . Hawkhurst 


/ Chardstock. • 4s 

/ Ashcombe Axminster 

rl^tock. r ^ 

^ *Totnes 

WymoutfiS^Dartmouth 


Tavistock 



cordate elliptic falcate hastate lanceolate ligulate lyrate obovate orbicular 



ovate peltate reniform runcinate sagittate spatulate subulate 


Simple leaf Compound leaves 
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Structure and function 
of a typical flower 

A flower is a specialized reproductive 
shoot producing seeds which give rise 
to the next generation. The flower 
parts are attached to the receptacle in 
rings, or whorls. The innermost whorl 
of one or more carpels is encircled by 
a whorl of stamens. In most flowers, 
these reproductive organs are 
surrounded by a whorl of petals. 
Coloured, scented petals with a 
nectary at the base attract insects 
which, as they collect nectar, bring 
about cross-pollination by transferring 
pollen from the anthers of one flower 
to the stigma of another. An outer 
whorl of leaflike sepals encloses and 
protects the other flower parts as they 
develop at the bud stage. 







raceme (foxglove) spike (greater plantain) compound umbel (wild carrot) 


Cymose inflorescences Mixed inflorescence 



simple (yellow iris) compound (greater stitch wort) thyrsus (horse chestnut) 
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Most coniferous forests are in cold 
northern regions. The conical shape of 
the trees both supports snow and 
sheds it rapidly when it thaws The 
evergreen needlelike leaves are 
resistant to freezing and their waxy 
surface reduces water loss in areas 
where frozen ground makes little 
water available to the tree 



Plant habitats 

The natural vegetation of a region is largely 
determined by climate. The boreal forest or taiga 
of the N hemisphere, for example, is coniferous 
because the climate is too severe for deciduous 
trees to survive. A major ecological division or 
biome (eg scrub or tundra) includes all those 
regions with a broadly similar vegetation and 
climate - the scrub biome for instance, includes 
the Mediterranean maquis, the N American 
chaparral, and the European heathland 



h450 
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temperate evergeen 
& deciduous forest 


temperate grassland 
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cool desert 


tropical forest 


tropical 
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hot desert 
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15 
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arctic-alpine 


20 25 

cold temperate warm temperate subtropical tropical 
average annual temperature (”C) 



Tundra Plants of this region are 
supported by a thin layer of 
usually waterlogged soil above 
the permanently frozen subsoil 
(permafrost). Berry-bearing woody 
shrubs (eg cranberry and bilberry), 
mosses and lichens, and forests of 
dwarf birch and willow grow here, 
typically in dense low cushions. 


Alpine zone The vegetation that 
grows between the tree line and the 
snow line of mountains is similar to 
that of the Arctic tundra. In summer, 
both areas are briefly covered with 
low growing, brightly coloured flowers 
such as saxifrages and cranesbills. 



Grassland The N American prairie, 
Eurasian steppe, S American pampa, 

S African veld, and the tropical 
savanna are the major areas of the 45 
million km^ ( 1 8 million mi^) grassland 
biome. Grasses grow successfully 
where other plants cannot survive, 
chiefly because their growing point is 
near the base of the plant. This allows 
them to grow back rapidly after 
grazing by animals, cutting, or fire. 


average annual rainfall (cm) 







m 


Rain forest The hot wet climate of 
the tropical rain forest supports the 
lushest and most varied vegetation on 
earth. Below the three layers of broad- 
leaved evergreen trees is a layer of 
palms, bamboos, saplings, and woody 
shrubs, and below that a ground layer 
of seedlings, flowering plants, and 
club mosses. 



Epiphytes including 
ferns, lichens, fungi, 
orchids, and 
bromeliads live 
attached to and 
supported by 
practically every tree 
trunk and plant stem. 




■WM 


Lianas and other 
woody plants rooted in 
the forest floor climb 
towards the sunlight 
using the trees as a 
support 'Strangling' 
plants begin as 
epiphytes on tree 
branches and grow 
down the trunk, 
enclosing it in a mesh 
of woody roots which k 
may eventually kill the/ 
tree m 


Cacti an ^ other 
succulents store water 
in their fleshy stems or 
leaves which are often 
covered with sharp 
spines to protect the 
plant from animals 


Mesquites have roots 
that grow to a depth of 
1 5 m (50 ft) to tap 
underground water 
resources 


[tif 


Desert Plants adapted to withstand 
long periods of drought (xerophytes) 
are often leafless and spherical or 
cylindrical in shape, so that the 
surface area from which water can 
evaporate is small by comparison with 
the plant's volume. 


Shallow roots that 
extend over a wide 
area rapidly soak up 
any rain that falls. 
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Plant divisions 

The plant kingdom can be divided into 
higher or seed-bearing plants and 
lower (non seed bearing) plants More 
detailed classification particularly of 
the lower plants, varies considerably 
and in many systems bacteria fungi 
and algae are excluded from both the 
plant and animal kingdoms 



Thailophytes have a plant body 
not differentiated into leaves 
stems, and roots This diverse 
group of organisms includes the 
yeasts moulds mushrooms and 
toadstools which live as parasites 
or saprophytes wherever organic 
matter is available, and algae 
ranging from minute single celled 
varieties to giant seaweeds up to 
100 m (328 ft) long 



rv 


fungi 





lichens 


Bryophytes are small 
primitive land plants with 
no true roots or water 
conducting tissue They 
absorb water through their 
surface and are most 
abundant in damp areas 
such as boqs river banks 
and in tropical climates 



mniwcoc 


liverworts 




Ptendophytes were the 
dominant plants in the vast 
forests of the Carboniferous 
period 300 million years 
ago Like the higher plants 
they have vascular tissue 
for food and water 
conduction but they 
reproduce by means of 
spores rather than seeds 


club mosses 



ferns 



horsetails 


Spermatophytes are 

seed bearing plants and 
include the Gymnosperms 
and Angiosperms 


Gymnosperms are the 
oldest group of seed 
bearing plants Included in 
this group of woody mostly 
evergreen trees and shrubs 
are the yews the tropical 
palmlike cycads the ginkgo 
or maidenhair tree now 
practically extinct and the 
conifers which bear the 
seeds on scales arranged in 




Monocotyledons typically nave 
long narrow leaves with parallel 
veins All the grasses, the rushes 
palms and the highly evolved lilies 
orchids, and irises belong to this 
group 


Dicotyledons are usually broad 
leaved plants Most garden plants 
and flowering trees are included in 
this category which contains over 
threequarters of all flowering 
plants 



747 


pla 


plantar /’plahma/ n 1 one who owns or operates a plantation <a rca > 

2 one who settles or founds a new colony 3 a container in which 
ornamental plants are grown 4 a planting machine ['plant f ’-lr] 
plantigrade /'planti.grayd/ adj (designed for) walking on the sole with 
the heel touching the ground (Jtuman bangs arc animals} - compare 
digitiorade [F, fr L planta sole > F -grade] - plantifErade n 
'plant .kingdom n the one of the 3 basic groups of natural objects that 
includes all living and extinct plants - compare animai kingdom. 

MINERAL KINGDOM 

'plant , louse n an aphid or other small insect parasitic on plants 
plantocracy /plahn'tokrasi/ n a controlling class of plantation owners 
[planter + -o- + -cracy] 

plant out vb to transplant (e g seedlings or a house plant) from a pot, 
seed tray, etc to open ground 

plaque /plak, plahk/ n la an ornamental brooch; esp the badge of an 
honorary order b a commemorative or decorative inscnbed tablet of 
ceramic, wood, metal, etc 2a a localized abnormal patch on a body part 
or surface b a film of mucus on a tooth that harbours bactena - compare 
‘TARTAR 2 [F, fr MF, metal sheet, fr plaquier to plate, fr MD placken 
to piece, patch; akin to MD placke piece. MHG placke patch] 

'plash /plash/ n a shallow or muddy pool [ME plasche, fr OE plaesc, akin 
to MD plash, plas pool] 

’plash vt to interweave (branches and twigs) to form a hedge; also to form 
(a hedge) thus [ME plashen, fr MF plaissier, fr OF, fr plais hedge] 
’plash vl to break the surface of (water); splash vi to cause a splashing 
or spattenng effect [perh fr D plassen, fr MD, of imit ongm] - 

plash n 

'plashy /'plashi/ adj marshy, boggy [plash] 

’plashy adj spta».'>/, pUshing [plash] 

-plasia /-playzya, -zh(y)3/, -plaay /-playzi/ comb form ( - n) develop- 
ment; formation (hyperplasia) [NL -plasia, fr Gk plasis moulding, fr 
plassein] - -plastic /-plastik/ comb form ( -» adj) 
plasm /'plaz(a)m/ n plasma [LL plasma something moulded] 
plasm-, plasmo- comb form plasma, cytoplasm <ptas- 
modium) <plasmo/vs/s> [F, fr NL plasma] 

•plasm /-,plaz(a)in/ comb form ( * n) structural material of a living 
organism (eg a cell or tissue) <en(/i;plasm> [G -plasma, fr NL 
plasma] 

plasma /'plazma/ n 1 the fluid part of blood, lymph, or milk as 
distinguished from suspended material 2 protoplasm 3 a highly ionized 
gas (eg in the atmospheres of stars) containing approximately equal 
numbers of positive ions and electrons [G, fr LL, something moulded, fr 
Gk, fr plassein to mould - more at pi aster] - plasmatic /pla^’matik/ 
adj 

plasmalemma /.plazma'lcma/ n pi asm a membrane 1 [NL, fr plasma 
+ Gk lemma husk, fr lepein to peel] 
plasma membrane n 1 the semipermeable surface bounding a cell 2 
the tonoplast 

plasma torch n a device that heats a gas by electneal means to form 
a plasma for high-temperature operations (e g melting metal) 
plasmid /"plazmid/ n a piece of DNA or RNA in some cells, esp bactena, 
that exists and reproduces independently of the cell’s chromosomes 
[plasma + ‘-id] 

platmin /plazmin/ n an enzyme that breaks down the fibnn of blood 
clots 

plasminogen /plaz'minajan/ n the substance found in blood plasma and 
serum from which plasmin is formed 

plasmodesma /.plazma'dezma/ also plasmodesm /'plazina,dez(a)m/ n, 
pi plssnodesmsta /-'dezmata, -dez'mahta/. plaamodesmas . .. - of the 
strands of cytoplasm that provide living bndges between some plant cells 
[NL plasmodesma, fr plasma + Gk desmat-, desma bond, fr dan to bind 
- more at diadfm] 

Plasmodium /plaz'mohdi am/ n, pi plaamodia /-di a/ 1 (an organism 
consisting oO a (mobile) mass of living matter containing many nuclei and 
resulting from fusion of amoeba-like cells 2 an individual malana parasite 
[NL, fr plasm- e -odium thing resembling, fr Gk -dd« like) 
plasmolysis /plaz'molasis/ n shrinking of the cytoplasm away from the 
wall of a living (plant) cell due to water loss by exosmosis [NL] - 
plumolyae /'plazma.Iiez/ vb, plasmolytic /.plazma'litik/ adj, plassiolyti- 
cslly adv 

-plast /-plast, -plahst/ comb form ( - n) organized particle or subcellular 
granule; cell (protoplaai) [MF -plastc thing moulded, fr LL -plastus, fr 
Ok -plastos, fr plastos moulded, fr plassdn] 

'plastar /plahsta/ n 1 a medicated or protective dressing consisting of 
a Film of cloth, plastic, etc often spread with a medicated substance, 


STICKING PLASTER 2 a pastclike mixture (e g of lime, water, and sand) that 
hardens onjlrying and is used esp for coating walls, ceilings, and 
partitions building 3 plaater, plaster cast a rigid dressing of gauze 
impregnated with plaster of pans for immobilizing a diseased or broken 
body part [ME, fr OE, fr L emplastrvm, fr Gk emplastron, fr emplassdn 
to plaster on, fr en- + plassein to mould, plaster, akin to L planus level, 
flat] - plastery adj 

’plaster vt 1 to overlay or cover with plaster 2 to apply a plaster to 3a 
to cover over or conceal as if with a coat of plaster b to smear (sthg) 
thickly (on); coat (he ^ed butter on his brea^ (she ^ed her face with 
make-up) e to cause to lie flat or stick to another surfaoe <-«ed his hair 
down) (the rain ~ ed his shirt to his body) 4 to fasten (sthg) (to) or place 
(sthg) (on), esp conspicuously or in quantity (walls ~ed with 
posters) (-^ ed posters all over the walls) 5 to inflict heavy damage, 
injury, or casualties on, esp by a concentrated or unremitting attack - 
infml ^ vi to apply plaster - plasterer n 

‘plaster.board /-.bawd/ n a board with a plaster core used esp as a 
substitute for plaster on walls 
'plaatarad adj drunk - infml 

plastering /'plahst(3)nng/ n 1 a coating (as if) of plaster 2 a decisive 
defeat - infml 

.plaster of 'parls /'pans/ n, often cap 2nd P a white powdery plaster 
made from gypsum that when mixed with water forms a quick^ting 
paste used chiefly for casts and moulds [Pans, capital city of France] 
‘plaster, work /-.wuhk/ n plastering applied as a finish on architectural 
constructions building 

'plastic /plastik, also 'plahstik/ adj 1 formative, creative <~ forces in 
nature) 2a capable of being moulded or modelled clay) b supple, 
pliant 3 sculptural 4 made or consisting of a plastic 5 capable of bdng 
bent or stretched continuously and permanently in any direction without 
breaking 6 of. involving, or being plastic surgery 7 formed by or adapted 
to an artificial or conventional standard; synthetic - chiefly derog (takes 
a positive effort of will . . to avoid ^ food, ^ living, and '^entertainment 

- L £ Sissman) [L plasticus of moulding, fr Gk plastikos, fr plassan to 
mould, form] - plaatically adv, plaatlcize /-ti.siez/ vt, pli^cfaatioB 
/,p]astisie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

’plastic n any of numerous (synthetic) organic polymen that can be 
moulded, cast, extruded, etc into objects, films, or filaments 
•plastic /-plastik/ comb form ( -* adj) of sthg designated by a term ending 
in -plasm, -plast, -plasty, or -plasy <bo/Doplastic><neoplastic> [Gk 
-plastikos, fr plassein] 

plastic art n art concerned with modelling or representing 
thice-il mensional things; specif any of the visual arts (eg painting, 
sculpt *rc or film) 

Plasticina /'plasti.seen; also 'plahs-/ trademark - used for a modelling 
subsUnce that remains plastic for a long period 
plasticity /plas'tisati, plahs-/ n t being plastic; esp capacity for being 
moulded or altered 2 the ability to retain a shape produced by pressure 
deformation 

plastic izar, -iser /plastLSieza, 'plahs-/ n a chemical added to rubben 
and plastics, esp to give flexibility [plasticize + '-er] 

.plastic 'surgery n surgery concerned with the repair, restoration, or 
cosmet'c improvement of parts of the body chiefly by the grafting of tissue 

- plastic surgeon n 

plastid /plastid/ n any of vanous organelles of plant cells that functioo 
IS centres of photosynthesis, store starch, oil, etc, or contain pigment [G, 
tr Gk plastos moulded] - plastidlal /plas'tidi-al/ adj 
plastron /plastran/ n la a metal breastplate b a quilted pad worn in 
fencing to protect the chest, waist, and sides 2 the lower part of the shell 
of a tortoise or turtle [MF, fr Olt juastrone, aug of piastra thin metal 
plate] - plastral adj 

-plasty /-.plahsti/ comb form ( -* n) replacement or formation of (sthg 
specified) by means of plastic surgery <osreoplasty><rA;jiopla8ty> [F 
-plastie, fr LGk -plastia moulding, fr Gk -plastes moulder, ft plasma] 
plat /plat/ vt or n -tt- (to) plait 
platan /*plat(3)n/ n a plane tree [ME, fr L platanus] 
plat du Jour /.plah doo 'zhooa (Fr pla dy 3 uxr)/ n, pi plata du jour />«/ 
a dish featured by a restaurant on a particular day [F, lit., plate of the 
day] 

'plate /playt/ A la a smooth flat thin usu rigid piece of material b a very 
thin layer of metal deposited on a surface of a base metal by plating c 
(armour oO broad metal plates d an (external) scale or rigid layer of bone, 
horn, etc forming part of an animal body a any of the huge movable 
segments into which the earth’s crust is divided obooraphy 2s 
domestic utensils and tableware made of or plated with gold, silver, or 
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base meuls b a shallow usu circular vessel, made esp of china, from which 
food is eaten or served c a plateful 3a a prepared surface from which 
printing is done b a sheet of material (eg glass) coated with a 
light-sensitive photographic emulsion c an electrode ui an accumulator 
4 a flat piece or surface beanng letters or a design 5 a horizontal structural 
member (e g a timber) that provides bearing and anchorage, esp for rafters 
or joists 6 the part of a denture that flts to the mouth; broadly a denture 

7 a full-page book illustration, often on different paper from the text pages 

8 NAm a a complete mam course served on a plate b food and service 
supplied to 1 person <a dinner at £5 a ~ > 9 NAm the anode of an 
electron tube [ME, fr OF, fr plate, fern of plat flat, fr (assumed) VL 
plattus, prob fr Gk platys broa^ flat - more at place] - plateUke adj - 
OB a plate so as not to require effort - inftnl 

'plate vt 1 to cover or equip with plate: e g a to arm with armour plate 
b to cover permanently with an adherent layer, esp of metal; also to 
deposit (eg a layer) on a surface 2 to Fix or secure with a plate - 
plater n 

plateau /'platoh/ n, pi plateaus, plateau /-tohz/ 1 a usu extensive 
relatively flat land area raised sharply above adjacent land on at least 1 
side 2 a relatively stable level, period, or condition <a price ~ interrupt- 
ing an inflationary spiral^ [F. fr MF. platter, fr plat flat] 

'plateful /-f(a)l/ n as much or as many as a plate will hold 
.plate 'glaaa n rolled, ground, and polished sheet glass 
'plate, layer /-.lays/ n, Br a person who lays and maintains railway 
track 

'platelet /-lit/ n blood platelet anatomy 

'plate-.mark n a hallmark 

platen /'plat(3)n/ n 1 a flat plate that exerts pressure, esp in a pnnting 
press 2 the roller of a typewnter [MF plateine, fr plate] 
plateresque /.plata'resk/ adj, often cap of or being a 16th-c Spanish 
architectural style suggestive of silveiplate [Sp plateresco, fr platero 
sUversmith, fr pJata silver] 

plate tectonics n pi but sing in constr the study of the formation of the 
major structures of the earth's surface by the movement and interaction 
of the plates of the earth’s crust - platctectoalc /,-'-/ adj, platetectoni- 
cally /,-'—/ adv 

platform /'platfawm/ o 1 a declaration of (political) pnnciples and 
policies 2a a horizontal flat surface, usu higher than the ^joining area, 
esp, Br a raised surface at a railway station to faciliute access to trains 
b a raised floonng (e g for speakers) c a raised metal structure secured 
to the sea bed by posts and serving as a base for the extraction of oil ^3^ 
ENERGY 3 a or opportunity for pubbe discussion 4 (a shoe with) 
a thick sole garment 5 chiefly Br the area next to the entrance 
or exit of a bus (MF plate-forme diagram, map, lit , flat form] 
platin-, platiiio- comb form platinum <platin/ndiiim> [NL platinum] 
plating /'playting/ n 1 a coating of metal plates 2 a thin coating of 
metal 

pla tin ic /pb'tinik/ adj of or containing (tetravalent) platinum 
platin-ize, -iae /'platiniez/ vt to cover, treat, or combine with (a com- 
pound oO platinum 

platinous /'platinas/ adj of or containing (bivalent) platinum 
platinum /'plaunam/ n a heavy precious greyish white noncorroding 
metallic element used esp as a catalyst and for jewellery ^^3* periodic 
table [NL, fr Sp platina, fr dim. of plata silver, fr (assumed) VL plattus 
flat - more at plate] 

.platinum 'black n a soft dull black powder of platinum u.scd as a 
catalyst 

.platinum 'blonde n (sby havmg hair oQ a pale silvery blond colony usu 
produced in human hair by bleach and bluish rinse 
platitude /'platityoohd/ n a banal, trite, or stale remark, esp when 
presented as if it were onginal and significant [F, fr plat flat, dull] 
pilatitudin-ize, -lae /.plaCi'tyoohdi.niez/ vi to utter platitudes [platitudi- 
nous] 

.platitudinous /-nas/ adj having the characteristics of a platitude; full 
of platitudes remarks'^ [platitude -i- -inous (as in multitudinous)] - 

platHadlBOBaly adv 

platonic /pb'tonik/ a((f 1 cap (charactenstic) of Fbto or Pbtonism 2a 
of or being a close rebtionship between 2 people in which sexual desire 
is absent or has been repressed or sublimated b nominal, theoretical [L 
platotticus, fr Ok platdnikoa, fr Platon Plato t349 bc Gk philosopher] - 
platoakally adv 

Platonism /'pbyt3.niz(a)m/ n the philosophy of Plato stressing that 
actual things and ideas (e g of truth or beauty) are copies of transcendent 
ideas which are the objects of true knowledge - Platoaist n, Platooisfic 
• /.playta’iiistik/sd; 


platoon /pb'toohn/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a subdivision of a military 
company normally consisting of 2 or more sections or squads 2 a group 
of people sharing a common characteristic or activity <a ^ of waiters'} 
[F pehton small detachment, bt., ball, fr pelote little ball - more at 
pellet] 

Plattdsutsch /'plat.doych, .plaht-/ n a colloquial language of N Ger- 
many [G, fr D Platduitsch, lit.. Low German, fr plat flat, low + duitsch 
German] 

platteland /pluUilunt/ n, SAfr the backveld [Afnk, fr D, lit., flat- 
land] 

platter /'plata/ n 1 a large often oval plate used esp for serving meat 2 
NAm a gramophone record [ME plater, fr AF, fr MF plat plate] - 

platterfhl n 

pistyhelminth /.plati'helmmth/ n any of a phylum of soft-bodied 
flattened worms (e g the plananans, flukes, and tapeworms) [denv of Gk 
platys broad, flat + helminth-, helmis helmmth] - platyhelminthic 
/-hel'minthik/ adj 

platypus /'platipos/ n, pi pbtypuses also platypi /-pie/ a small aquatic 
Australian and Tasmanian pnmitive mammal that lays eggs and has a 
fleshy bill resembling that of a duck, webbed feet, and a broad flattened 
tail (NL, fr Gk platypous flat-footed, fr platys broad, flat pous foot - 
more at place, foot] 

plaudit /'plawdit/ n enthusiastic approval - usu pi with sing, meaning 
(^received the s of the cntics} [L plaudite applaud, pi imper of plaudere 
to applaud] 

plausible /'plawzabl/ adj 1 apparently fair, reasonable, or valid but 
often specious <a pretext} 2 of a person persuasive but deceptive [L 
plausibilis worthy of applause, fr plausus, pp of plaudere] - plausibleness 
n, plausibly adv, plausibility /.plawza'bibti/ n 
'play /play/ n 1 the conduct, course, or (a particular) action in or of a 
game 2a (children’s spontaneous) recreational activity b the absence of 
senous or harmful intent; jest (said it in c a playing on words or 
speech sounds d gaming, gambling 3a operation, activity (bringing other 
forces into h light, quick, transitory, or fitful movement (the of 
sunlight and shadows through the trees} c free or unimpeded motion (e g 
of a part of a machine) d scope or opportunity for action 4a the 
. dramatized representation of an action or story on stage b a dramatic 
composition (for presentation in a theatre) S,^iefly NAm a an act or 
manoeuvre, esp in a game b a move or senes of moves calculated to arouse 
friendly feelings - usu + make (made a big ^ for the blonde} [ME, fr 
OE plega, akin to OE plegan to play, MD pleyen] - in/into play 1 in/into 
condition or position to be legitimately played 2 in/into operation or 
consideration - out of play not in play 
*play VI la to engage in sport or recreation b(l) to behave aimlessly, toy, 
tnfle (don't - with your food} (2) to deal or behave frivolously, 
mockingly, or playfully - often \ around or about (3) to deal in a light 
speculative manner (liked to ^ with ideas} (4) to make use of double 
meaning or of the similanty of sound of 2 words for stylistic or humorous 
cfTect - usu in play on words 2a to take advantage <^ing on fears} b 
to move or operate in a lively, irregular, or intermittent manner (watch 
the light ^ ing on the water} (a faint smile '^son her lips} c to move 
or function freely within presenbed limits (a piston rod ^s within 
cylinders} d to discharge repeatedly or in a stream (hoses mg on a fire} 
3a(l) to perform music (2) to sound in performance (the organ is ing> 
(3) to reproduce or emit sounds (his radio is ^ ing) b(l) to act in a 
dramatic production (2) to be presented at a place of entertainment (e g 
a theatre) c to act with special consideration so as to gam favour, 
approval, or sympathy - usu 4 up to 4a to engage, take part, or make 
a move in a game b to perform (e g in a sport) m a specified position or 
manner (the fullbacks are ~ ing deep} c to gamble d(l) to behave (or 
conduct oneself) in a specified way (-^ safe} (the pitch will welf} (2) 
' to feign a specified state or quality dead} (3) to take part in or assent 
to some activity; cooperate along with his scheme} S to have 
(promiscuous or illicit) sexual relations - euph; usu m play around vt 
la(l) to engage in or occupy oneself with <>^ football} (2) to deal with, 
handle, or manage (decided to ~ the dispute another way} - often 4 - it 
(trying to ~ it cool} (3) to exploit, manipulate the stock market} 
b to pretend to engage in (children ~ing cops and robbers} c(l) to 
perform or execute for amusement or to deceive or mock a trick} (2) 
to wreak < ^ havoc} 2a(l) to put on a performance of (a play) (2) to act 
in the character or part of (3) to act or perform in ('^td leading theatres} 
b to perform or act the part of (^ the fool} 3a(l) to contend against in 
a game (2) to use as a contestant in a game (the selectors did not ~ him} 
(3) to perform the duties associated with (a certain position) <~ed 
fullback} b(l) to make bets on the horses} (2) to operate on the basis 
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of t hunchy c to put into action in a game the ace><^ the 
knighty d to direct the course of (e g a ball); hit 4a to perform (music) 
on an instrument a waltzy b to perform music on the violtny c 
to perform music of (a specified composer) d to reproduce sounds, esp 
music, on (an apparatus) <>^8 her radio all day tongy(^'*- us your 
favourite recordy 5a to aim and fire or set off with continuous effect 
the hose on the burning buildingy b to cause to move or operate 
lightly and irregularly or intermittently <~ed his torch along the fence) 
c to allow (a hooked fish) to become exhausted by pulling against a line 
- playable adj, player n, playability /.playalnbti/ n - play ball to 
cooperate - play by ear to deal with from moment to moment rather than 
making plans in advance - play fast and loose to act in a reckless, 
irresponsible, or craftily deceitful way - play Into the hands of to act so 
as to prove advanUgeous to (an opponent) - play second fiddle to take 
a subordinate position - play the field to have a number of boyfriends or 
girl fnends rather than committing oneself exclusively to one person - 
play the game to act according to a code or set of standards - play with 
oneself to masturbate - to play with at one’s disposal <a lot of funds to 
play with) 

playa /'plah-yo/ n the flat bottom of an undrained desert basin that 
becomes at times a shallow lake [Sp. lit , beach] 
playact /'play.akt/ vi 1 to make believe 2 to behave in a misleading or 
insincere manner ^vt act out la [back-formation fr playacting] 
'play.back /-.bak/ n (a device that provides for) the reproduction of 
recorded sound or pictures 

play back vt to listen to or look at material on (a usu recently recorded 
disc or tape) 

'play, boy A, boy/ n a man who lives a life devoted chiefly to the pursuit 
of pleasure 

'play .down n to cause to seem less important; minimize 
.played 'out adj worn or tired out 

player piano /playa/ n a piano containing a mechanical device that 
operates the keys automatically 
'play, fellow A,feloh/ n a playmate 

'playful /-((a)!/ adj 1 full of fun; frolicsome <a ^ kitteny 2 humorous, 
lighthearted <f/ie ^ tone of her voicey - playfully adv, playfuhiesa n 
'play.ground /-.grownd/ n 1 a piece of land for children to play on 2 
an area favoured for recreation or amusement ithat town was a gam- 
bler’s ~) 

'play, group /-.groohp/ n, chiefly 0r a supervised group of children below 
school age who play together regularly 

'play, house /-.hows/ n I a theatre 2 chiefly NAm wendy house 
'playing .card /playing/ n any of a set of usu 52 thin rectangular pieces, 
usu of cardboard, marked on one side to show one of 13 ranks in one of 
4 suits and used in playing any of numerous games 
'playing .field n a field used for playing organized games and often 
divided into several separate pitches <- often pi with sing, meaning 
'play.mate /-.mayt/ n a companion in play 
'play-,off n a Final contest to determine a winner 
play off vt 1 to decide the wmner of (a competition) or break (a tie) by 
a play-off 2 to set in opposition for one's own gain (^survived by playing 
his enemies off against each othery 
.play on 'worda n a pun 
play out vt 1 to finish; use up 2 to unreel, unfold 
'play, pan /-.pen/ n a portable usu collapsible enclosure in which a baby 
or young child may play 

'play.ault /- 3 (y)ooht/ n a garment, esp dungarees, for children to 
play in 

'play.thing /-.thing/ n a toy 

play up vt \ to give special emphasis or prominence to (jthe press played 
up the divorce storyy 2 Brio cause pain or distress to imy corns have 
been playing me up ^gain) vi to behave in a disobedient or annoying 
manner; act up 

'play.wright A.riet/ n one who writes plays ['play + obs wnght 
(maker), fr ME, fr OE wryhta - more at wrioht] 
plaza /plahzo/ n a public square in a city or town [Sp, fr L platea broad 
street > more at place] 

plaa /plee/ a 1 an allegation mgde by a party in support of his/her case 
2 an accused person's answer to an indictment (a ^ of guiltyy 3 sthg 
offered by way of excuse or justification 4 an earnest entreaty; an appeal 
[ME plaid, pisi, fr OF plait, plaid, fr ML pladtum, fr L, decision, decree, 
fr ncut of pladtus, pp of placere to please, be decided - more at 
please] 

plaa bargaining n pleading guilty to a leaser charge in order to avoid 
standing trial for a more serious one 


plaach /pleech/ vt to interlace, plash (ME plechen, fr ONF pkehier, fr 
L plexus, pp of plectere to braid - more at 'ply] 
plead /pM/ vb pleaded, pled /pled/ n 1 to argue a case as an advocate 
in a court 2 to make or answer an allegation in a legal proceeding 3 to 
make a speafied plea ao/ guiltyy 4a to urge reasons for or against 
sthg b to entreat or appeal earnestly; implore vr 1 to maintain (e g a 
case) in a court 2 to offer as a (legal) plea <ro -- ignorancey [ME ptaiden 
to institute a lawsuit, fr OF plaidier, fr plaid plea] - pleadable adj, pleader 
A, pleadingly adv 

plMdlng /pleeding/ a 1 advocacy of a case in a court 2 any of the 
formal usu written allegations made alternately by the pprties in a legal 
action 

pleasant /plez(a)nt/ adj 1 having qualities that tend to give pleasure; 
agreeable <a ~ dayy 2 of a person likable, fnendly [ME plesaunt, fr MF 
plaisant, fr prp of plaisir] - pleasantly adv, pleaauitneas n 
pleasantry /piez(a)ntri/ n 1 an agreeable remark (made in order to be 
polite) 2 a humorous act or remark; a joke 

please /pleez/ vi 1 to afford or give pleasure or satisfaction 2 to like, 
wish <do as you '^) 3 to be willing - usu used in the imperative (1) to 
express a polite request (jeoffee, ^ )<~ come my (2) to make polite a 
request for attention Sir, / don’t understand) (3) to express polite 
acceptance ^Coffee? Please/) (4) to turn an apparent question into a 
request <caA you shut it, ^7y '^vt 1 to give pleasure to; gratify 2 to be 
the will or pleasure of <niay it - your Majestyy - fml (ME plesen, fr MF 
plaisir, fr L placere, alun to L placare to placate. OE floh flat stone, Gk 
plak-, plax flat surface] - pleasing adj, pleaaittgly adv 
pleasurable /plezh(3)r3bl/ adj pleasant, enjoyable - pleasnrablencH a. 
pleasurably adv, pleasurabllity /,plezh(a)ra'bibti/ n 
'pleasure /plezh-a/ Ala state of gratification 2a sensual gratification 
(he abandoned the monastery for a life of -) b enjoyment, recreation 
(are you here on business or for ‘^Ty 3 a source of delight or joy (it’s 
always a to talk to hery 4 a wish, desire - fml [ME plesure, alter, of 
plesir, fr MF plaisir, fr plaisir to please] 

’pleasure vt, archaic to give (sexual) pleasure to 
'pleat /pleet/ vt to fold; esp to arrange in pleats < -<- a skiny [ME pleten, 
fr plat, plete plait] - pleater n 

’pleat A a fold in cloth made by doubling material over on itself; also sthg 
resembling such a fold [ME plete] - pleated adj, pleatleas adj 
pleb /pleb/ n a plebeian - chiefly derog 
plebby /plebi/ adj, chiefly Br plebeian - derog 
'plebeian /pli'bee*3n/ a a member of the (Roman) common people [L 
plebeius of the common people, fr plebs common people; aUn to Gk 
plethos throng, plWiein to be full] - plebelanisin n 
’plebeian adj l of plebeians 2 crude or coarse in manner or style; 
comimm - ^ebciasly adv 

plebiscite /plebi,siet/ n a vote by the people of an entire country or 
district for or against a proposal, esp on a choice of government or ruler 
[L plriiis satum law voted by the comitia, lit., decree of the common 
people] - plebiacltary /pb'bisit(9)n/ adj 

plectrum /plektram/ a, pi plectra Atro/, plectrums a small thin piece 
of plastic, metal, etc used to pluck the stnngs of a stnnged instrument [L, 
fr Gk pldctrvn, fr plessan to strike > more at plaint] 
pled /pled/ past of plead 

'pledge /plq/ a 1 a chattel delivered as security for an obbgation (e g a 
debt) or for the performance of an act 2 the state of being held as a 
secunty (hts watch is in '^y 3 a token, sign, or earnest of sthg else 4 
TOAST 3 5a binding promise to do or forbear [ME, security, fr MF 
plege, fr LL phbium, fr (assumed) LL plebere to pledge] 

’pledge vM to make a pledge of; speaf to deposit as security for fulfilment 
of a contract or obligation 2 to drink the health of 3 to bind by a pledge 
4 to give a promise of < ^ allegiance to the flagy - p l e dge r, pledgor 
/ple'jaw/ A 

pledgee /ple'jee/ a one to whom a pledge is given 
pledget /plejit/ a a compress or pad used to apply medication or absorb 
discharges (e g from a wound) [origin unknown] 

-plegia /-'plecji-a/ comb form (-> 0 ) paralysis <beiiirplegia) [NL, fr Gk 
-plegia, fr plessan to strike - more at plaint] 

Pleiades /plie*3,deez/ n pi a conspicuous cluster of stars in the constella- 
tion Taurus [L, fr Gk] 

plein air /pbyn/ adj of (impressionist) painting done out of doors which 
attempu to capture the atmosphenc effecte of outdoor daylight [F, open 
air] - plelnairist n 

pleio-, pleo-, pUo- comb form more <pleQoaani) [Ok pleidn, phon - more 
at plus] 

Pleiatocena /pliesta^een, -stoh-/ adj or n {of or being) the earlier epoch 
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of the Quaternary evolution, geography [Gk pieistos most + 
ISV -cene; akin to Gk pJeidn more] 

plenary /pleenari/ sdj 1 absolute, unqualified <•« powery 2 attended 
by all entitled to be present <a ^ scssioiiy [LL plenarius, fr L plenus full 
- more at 'full] 

planipotantiary /.plenipo'tensh(3)n/ n or adj (sby, e$p a diplomatic 
•gent) invested with full power to transact business [ML plenipotea- 
tiafius^ a<|) ft n, deriv of LL pJenipotcnt-, plenipotens, adj, fr L plenus 4 
potent-, potens powerful] 

plenitude /plenityoohd/ n 1 fullness, completeness 2 abundance USE 
fml [ME plenitude, fr MF or L; MF, fr L plenttudo, fr plenus full] 
plenteoue /plentyas/ adj plentiful - fml or poetic [ME plentevous, 
plenteous, fr OF plenUveus, fr plenttf abundant, fr plente plenty] - 

plentcoiialy adv, plcnteouanen n 

plentiful /'plentifi[a)l/ ac(j 1 conuining or yielding plenty (a ~ lamfy 
2 charactenzed by. constituting, or existing in plenty - plentifully adv, 
plentiftilness n 

'ptonty /plenti/ n la stng or pi in constr a full or more than adequate 
amount or supply <had of time to rinish the joby ^there's more) b 
a large number or amount ihe's in ^ of troubley 2 copiousness, 
plentifulness (years of ^y [ME plente, fr OF plente, fr LL plemtat-, 
pknitas, fr L, fullness, fr plenus full] 

‘plenty adj, chiefly NAm ample work to be done - Timey 

‘plenty adv 1 quite, abundantly warm enoughy 2 chiefly NAm to a 

considerable or extreme degree; very hungryy USE infml 
pleochroism /plee'okroluz(3)m/ n the property of a crystal of showing 
different coloura when viewed by light from different angles [ISV pleo- 
chrmc (fr pleio- 4 Gk chros skin, colour) 4 -tsm - more at grit] - 
picochroic /.plee-a'krohik/ adj 

pleomorphiem /,plee-oh'maw,riz(a)m/ n the having, assumption, or 
occurrence of more than 1 disunct form [ISV] - pleomorphic /-fik/ 
adj 

pleonasm /'plee'a,naz(3)m/ n the use of more words than are necessary 
to convey the intended sense [LL pleonasmus, fr Gk pleonasmos, f^r 
pleonazdn to be excessive, fr pleion, pleon more - more at Pius] - 
pleonaatic /,plee‘a'nasttk/ adj, pleoaastically adv 
pleaioaaur /'pleesi'aaaw/ n a Mesozoic manne reptile with a flattened 
body and limbs modified into paddles [deriv of Gk pl&ios close (fr pelas 
near) 4 sauros lizard] 

plathora /'plethara/ a 1 an abnormal excess of blood in the body - not 
now used technically 2 a superfluity, excess <a of regulationsy [ML, 
fr Gk plethora, lit., fullness, fr plethein to be full - more at 'full] - 
plethoric /ple'thonk/ adj 

plaur- /plooor-/, pleuro- comb form la pleura <pleuro^neii/no/iia>, 
pleura and (pXeuxGperitoneumy b pleural and <pleurocerebra/) 2 side, 
lateral <pleuroA> [(1) NL, fr pleura; (2) Gk. fr pleura] 
pleura /‘pXooon/ n, pi pleurae /-n/, picuras the delicate membrane that 
lines each half of the thorax of mammals and surrounds the lung of the 
same side [Gk, rib, side] - pleural adj 

pleurisy /‘plooarosi/ n inflammation of the pleura, usu with fever, 
painful breathing, and oozing of liquid into the pleural cavity [ME 
pluresie, fr MF pleuresie, Fr LL pleurists, alter of L pleuntis, fr Gk, fr 
pleura side] - pleuritic /plooo'ntik/ adj 

pleuron /'plooaron/ n a side part of the middle segment of an insect [NL, 
fr Gk, nb, side] 

pleuropneumonia /.plooorohnyooh'mohnya, -nba/ n combined 
inflammation of the pleura and lungs, esp in cattle [NL] 
pleuston /'ploohston, -ston/ n floating living organisms forming a ||ycr 
on or near the surface of a body of fresh water [(assumed) Gk pleustos 
(verbal of plein to sail, float) 4 ISV -on (as in plankton)] - pleustonic 
/plooh'stooik/ adj 

Plexiglas /'pleksi.glahs/ trademark - used for acrylic plastic sheets and 
moulding powders 

plexus /plcksaa/ n 1 a network of interlacing blood vesseb or nerves 2 
a network of parts or elements in a structure or system [NL, fr L, braid, 
network, fr plexus, pp of plectere to braid - more at 'ply] - plexiform 
/*plekBi/awm/ adj 

plieble /'plie^abl/ adj 1 easily bent without breaking; flexible 2 yielding 
readily to others; compliant [ME, fr MF, fr plter to bend, fold - more at 
'ply] - pUaMcseii n, pliahly adv, pliability /.plie-aliilati/ n 
pliant /'plie-ant/ adj pliable 1 - pliautly adv, pliautiiess, pliancy 
/-si/ tt 

pllcete /pliekayt/ also plicated /'plieka^id/ ar^j folded lengthways bke 
a fan; pleated, ridged <a leafy [L plicatus, pp of plicate to fold] - 

^pUcstely adv, pUcatesca n 


plication /pli'kaysh(3)n, plie*/ n 1 folding 2 a fold or being folded 
plib /'plee-ay/ n the action in ballet of bending the knees outwards while 
holding the back straight [F. fr pp of plier to bend] 
pliers /'plie-az/ n pi, pi pliers a pair of pincers with long jaws for holding 
small objects or for bending and cutting wire ['ply 4 ^-er 4 '-5] 
'plight /pliet/ vt to put or give in pledge, engage one's frothy [ME 
phghten, fr OE plihtan to endanger, fr phht danger; akin to OHG pflegan 
to take care of] 

‘plight n an (unpleasant or difficult) state, a predicament [ME pin, fr AF, 
fr (assumed) VL plictus fold - more at plait] 

piimsoll /'plims(a)l, -sol, -sohl/ n, Ar a shoe with a rubber sole and canvas 
top worn esp for sports [prob fr the supposed resemblance of the upper 
edge of the rubber to the Piimsoll line on a ship] 

Piimsoll lino n a set of markings indicating the draught levels to which 
a vessel may legally be loaded in various seasons and waters [Samuel 
Piimsoll tl898 E leader of shipping reform] 

Piimsoll mark n plimsoll line 

plinth /plinth/ n 1 a usu square block serving as a base (e g of a pedestal) 
2 a part of a structure forming a continuous foundation or base USE 
architecture [L plmthus, fr Gk plimhos] 
plio- comb form pleio- 

Pliocon^/'plie oh.seen/ adj or n (of or being) the latest epoch of the 
Tertiary evolution 

pliss6, plisae /'pleesay/ n (a fabnc with) a permanently puckered finish 
[F plisse, fr pp of pltsser to pleat, fr MF, fr pit fold, fr plier to fold - more 
at 'PI y] 

plod /plod/ vb -dd- v; la to walk heavily or slowly, trudge b to proceed 
slowly or tediously (the film just ^ s alongy 2 to work laboriously and 
monotonously <-^ding through stacks of unanswered letters) -^vt to 
tread slowly or heavily along or over ( ^ ded the streets all day, looking 
for worky [imit] - plod n, plodder n, ploddingly adv 
-ploid /-ployd/ comb form {-> adj) having a chromosome number that 
bears (such) a relationship to or is (so many) times the haploid number 
<po/yploid> “ compare -somic [ISV, fr diploid ft haploid] ~ -ploid comb 
form ( -» n) 

ploidy /'ploydi/ n degree of repetition of the haploid number of chromo- 
somes [fr such words as diphidy, hcxaploidy] 

'plonk /plongk/ vf plunk 2 

‘plonk n, chiefly Br cheap or infenor wine - ihfml [short for earlier 
plink-plonk, perh modif of F vin blanc white wine] 
plop /plop/ vb -pp- VI 1 to drop or move suddenly with a sound suggestive 
of sthg dropping into water 2 to allow the body to drop heavily ped 
into a chairy ^ vt to set, drop, or throw heavily [imil] - plop n 
plosion /’ploh7h(a)n/ n the release of obstructed breath that occurs in the 
articulation of stop consonants [fr explosion, implosion] ~ plosive 
/'plohsiv, -ziv/ adj or n 

'plot /plot/ n 1 a small piece of land, esp one used or designated for a 
specific purpose (a vegetable ^ > 2 the plan or main story of a literary 
work 3 a secret plan for accomplishing a usu evil or unlawful end, an 
intngue 4 a chart or other graphic representation 5 \A/n gruund plan 
[ME, fr OE] - plotleaa adj, plotlessness n 
‘plot vb -tt- vt la to make a plot, map, or plan of b to mark or note (as 
lO on a map or chart 2 to lay out in plots 3 b to assign a position to (a 
point) by means of coordinates b to draw (a curve) by means of plotted 
points c to represent (an equation) by means of a curve so constructed 
4 to plan or contnvc, esp secretly < ted his revengej 5 to invent or devise 
the plot of (a literary work) vi to form a plot, scheme - plotter n 
'plough, NAm plow /plow/ n 1 (any of various devices operating like) 
an implement used to cut, lifl, and turn over soil, esp in prepanng ground 
for sowing 2 ploughed land 3 cap ursa majgp - 4 the [ME, fr OE ploh 
hide of land; akin to OHG pfluog plough] 
ipiough, NAm plow VI la to use a plough btobear or undergo ploughing 

2 to force a way, esp violently (the car ^cd into a group of spectatorsy 

3 to proceed steadily and labonously, plod (had to through a summer 
reading hsfy ~ vt la to turn, break up. or work (as lO with a plough b 
to make (e g a furrow) with a plough 2 to cut into, open, or make furrows 
or ridges in (as lO with a plough - often 4 up > ploughable adj, 
plougber n 

plough bgck vt to reinvest (profits) in an industry 
'ploughmiin /-man/ n one who guides a plough; broadly a farm 
labourer 

.ploughman^B 'lunch /-manz/ n a cold lunch of bread, cheese, and usu 
pickled onions often served in a public house 
'plough, share /-.shea/ n the part of a mouldboard plough that cuts the 
furrow [ME fr plough 4 schare ploughshare • more at 'share] 
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plover /’pluva/ n, pi ploTers, csp collectively plover any of numerous 
wading birds with a short beak and usu a stout compact build [ME. fr 
MF, fr (assumed) VL pluvianus, fr L pluvia ram - more at pluviai] 
ploy /ploy/ n sthg devised or contrived, esp to embarrass or frustrate an 
opponent [prob fr employ] 

'pluck /pluk/ vt 1 to pull or pick off or out <s/ic ^ed out a grey hair} 

2 to remove sthg from (as lO pluckmg, esp to remove the feathers from 
(e g a chicken) 3 to pick, pull, or grasp at, also to play (an instrument) 
in thismanner ^ wtotugfl/<'-edflf r/]e/()/dso/‘/icrsA'/r/> [MEplucken, 
fr OE pluccian, akin to MHG pflucken to pluck] - plucker n 
*pluck n 1 an act or instance of plucking or pulling 2 the heart, liver, and 
lungs of a slaughtered animal, esp as food 3 courage and determina- 
tion 

plucky /*pluki/ adj marked by courage, spirited - pluckily adv, plucki- 
ness n 

'plug /plug/ fl la a piece used to fill a hole, a stopper b an obtruding or 
obstructing mass of matenal resembling a stopper <a volcanic > 2 a flat 
compressed cake of (chewing) tobacco; also a piece cut from this for 
chewing 3 a small core or segment removed from a larger object 4 a fire 
hydrant 5a any of various devices resembling or functioning like an 
electneal plug b a device having usu 3 pins projecting from an insulated 
case for making electneal connection with a suitable socket, also the 
electneal socket 6 a piece of favourable publicity (e g for a commercial 
product) usu incorporated in general matter - infml [D, fr MD plugged 
akin to MHG pfloc plug] 

^plug vb -gg- vt 1 to bl(x:k, close, or secure (as lO by inserting a plug 2 
to hit with a bullet, shoot 2a 3 to advertise or publicize insistently vi 
to work doggedly and persistently < ged away at his homework') - 
plugger n 

plug in VI to establish an electnc circuit by inserting a plug ^ vt to attach 
or connect to a power point 

plum /plum/ n 1 (any of numerous trees and shrubs of the rose family, 
that bear) an edible globular to oval smooth-skinned fruit with an oblong 
seed 2 a raisin when used in a pudding, cake, etc <'^ cake) 3 sthg 
excellent or superior, esp an opportunity or position offenng exceptional 
advantages <a ^ joh) 4 a dark reddish purple [ME, fr OE plume, akin 
to OHG pflumo plum tree, both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed 
fr L prunum plum, fr Gk proumnon] - plum adj, pliunlike adj 
plumage /ploohmij/ n the entire covenng of feathers of a bird [ME, fr 
MF, fr OF. fr plume feather - more at plumf] - plumtged adj 
'plumb /plum/ n 1 a lead weight attached to a cord and used to indicate 
a vertical line 2 any of various weights (e g a sinker for a fishing line or 
a lead for sounding) [ME, fr (assumed) OF plomh, fr OF plan lead, fr 
L plumbum] 

‘plumb adv 1 straight down or up, vertically 2 exactly, precisely <his 
house IS ^ in the middle of the island) 3 chiefly dial NAm completely, 
absolutely USE (2&3) chiefly infml 

‘plumb vt 1 to measure the depth of with a plumb 2 to examine minutely 
and cntically, esp so as to achieve complete understanding <^ing the 
book's complexities) 3 to adjust or test by a plumb line 4 to supply with 
or install as plumbing - often + in [(4) back-formation fr plumber] 
*plumba<^ 1 exactly vertical or true 2ofacncAerwicAe/ flat and allowing 
little or no honzontal or vertical deviation of the bowled ball 3 downright, 
complete - infml 

plumb*, plumbo- comb fonn lead <plumbis7n> [L plumb-, fr plum- 
bum] 

plumbaginous /plum'bajinas/ adj resembling, consisting of, or contain- 
ing graphite 

plumbago /plum'baygoh/ n, pi plumbagos 1 graphite 2 any of a genus 
of plants of the thnft family with spikes of showy flowers [L plumbagm-, 
plumbago galena, leadwort. fr plumbum] 
plumb bob n the metal bob of a plumb line 
plumbeous /*plumbi-as/ adj consisting of or resembling lead [L plum- 
beus, fr plumbum] 

plumber /'plums/ n 1 sby who installs, repairs, and maintains water 
piping and fittings 2 oAs a dealer or worker in lead [ME, dealer or worker 
in lead, fr MF plombier, fr L plumbanus, fr plumbanus, adj, of or relating 
to lead, fr plumbum] 

plumbic /plumbik/ adj of or containing (tetravalent) lead 
plumbing /'pluming/ n 1 a plumber’s occupation or trade 2 the 
apparatus (e g pipes and fixtures) concerned in the distribution and use 
of water in a building 

plumbism /'plumbiz(a)m/ n (chronic) lead poisoning 
'plumb ,line n a line that has a weight at one end and is used esp to 
determine verticality building 


plumbous /'plumbas/ adj of or conuining (bivalent) lead 
'plume /ploohm/ /i la a (large showy) bird’s feather b a cluster of 
distinctive feathers 2 a usu large feather or cluster of feathers worn esp 
as an ornament 3 sthg resembling a feather (c g in shape, appearance, or 
lightness): e g a a feathery or feather like animal or plant part; esp a full 
bushy tail b a trail of smoke, blowing snow, etc [ME. fr MF. fr L pluma 
small soft feather] - plumed adj 

‘plume vt 1 to provide or deck with plumes 2 to pnde or congratulate 
(oneselO on or upon 3a of a bird to preen and arrange the feathers of 
(itselO b to preen and arrange (feathers) 

'plummet /'plumit/ n a plumb (line) [ME plomet, fr MF plombet ball 
of lead, fr plomb lead, fr (assumed) OF - more at 'plumb] 

‘plummet vi to fall sharply and abruptly (prices ^ed> 
plummy /'plumi/ adj 1 of the voice nch and mellow, often to the point 
of affectation 2 choice, desirable <gof a ^ ro/e in the /i/m)- infml [plum 
+ '-y] 

plumose /ploohmohs/ adj 1 having feathers or plumes 2 feathery 3 
having a mam shaft beanng small filaments (the ^ antennae of an insect) 
- plumosely adv 

'plump /plump/ VI to drop or sink suddenly or heavily ed down in the 
chair) vt to drop, cast, or place suddenly or heavily [ME plumpen, of 
imit origin] - plump for to decide on out of several choices or courses of 
action (plumped for beer rather than wine) 

‘plump adv 1 with a sudden or heavy drop 2 without qualification; 
directly 

‘plump n (the sound oO a sudden plunge, fall, or blow 
*plump adj having a full rounded form; slightly fat [ME. dull, blunt] - 
plumpish adj, plumply adv, plumpness n 
‘plump vb to make or become plump - often + up or out 
,plum 'pudding n a rich boiled or steamed pudding containing dned 
fruits (e g raisins) and spices 

plump up vt to cause to fill or swell out (plumped up the pillows when 
she made the bed) 

plumule /ploohmyoohl/ n the pnmary bud of a plant embryo [NL 
plumula, fr L, dim of pluma] - plumuloae /'ploohmyoolohs/ adj 
'plunder /’plunda/ vt 1 to pillage, sack 2 to take, esp by force (e g in war); 
steal ^ VI to commit robbery or looting [G plundem, fr MHG plundem, 
fr plunder household goods, clothes] - plunderer n 
‘plunder n 1 an act of plundenng, pillaging 2 sthg taken by force, theft, 
or fraud, loot 

'plunge /plunj/ vt la to cause to penetrate quickly and forcibly b to sink 
(a potted plant) in the ground 2 to cause to enter a thing, state, or course 
of action usu suddenly, unexpectedly, or violently vi 1 to thrust or cast 

oneself ‘as if) into water 2a to be thrown headlong or violently forwards 
and downwards (the car stopped abruptly and he -d through the 
windscreen), also to move oneself in such a manner b to act with reckless 
haste, enter suddenly or unexpectedly (the firm -►d into debt) 3 to 
descend or dip suddenly 4 to bet or gamble heavily and recklessly - infml 
[ME plungen, fr MF plonger, fr (assumed) VL plumbicare, fr L plumbum 
lead] 

‘plunge n a dive; also a swim 

plunger /’plunja/ n la a device (e g a piston in a pump) that acts with 
a plunging or thrusting motion b a rubber suction cup on a handle used 
to free plumbing from blockages 2 a reckless gambler or speculator - 
chiefly infml [‘plungf h '-er] 

plunging fire /'plunjing/ n direct fire from a superior elevation resulting 
in the projectiles striking the urget at a steep angle 
plunk /plungk/ vr 1 to pluck so as to produce a hollow, metallic, or harsh 
sound 2 to set down suddenly, plump - chiefly infml [imit] - plunk o, 
plunker n 

plunk down vi to drop abruptly; settle into position ~ vf 1 to put down 
usu firmly or abruptly (plunked his money down on the counter) 2 to 
settle (oneselO into position (plunked himself down on the bench) USE 
chiefly infml 

pluporfect /plooh'puhfikt/ adj past perfect [modif of LL plusquam- 
perfectus, lit., more than perfect] - pluperfect n 
plural /’plooarol/ adj 1 of or being a word form (e g we, houses, cattle) 
denoting more than 1, or in some languages more than 2 or 3, persons, 
things, or instances 2 consisung of or containing more than 1 (kind or 
class) (a - society) [ME fr MF Sc L; MF plurel, fr L pluralis, fr plur-, 
plus more - more at plus] plural n, plurally adv, pluraHie vt 
pluralism /’plooor»3iz(a)m/ n 1 the holding of 2 or more offices or 
positions (e g benefices) at the same time 2 a state of society in which 
members of diverse social groups develop their traditional cultures or 
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special interests within a common civilization [plural + -ism] - plurallat 
or n, phiraliatlc /-'listik/ adj, pluralistically adv 
plurality /ploos'ralati/ n la the state of being plural or numerous b a 
large number or quantity 2 (a benefice held by) pluralism 
pluri- /plooari-/ comb form having or being more than I; several; multi- 
<pluriajrja/) [L, fr plur-, plus] 

'plus /plus/ pregl increased by; with the addition of <4 -- 5> <fAe debt 
— interesty symroi. 2 and also <fAe job needs experience — 
patiencey [L, adv, more, fr neut of plur-, plus^ad], more; akin to Gk 
pleton more, L plenus full - more at 'fui l] 

‘plus n, pi -s- also -ts- 1 an added quantity 2 a positive factor, quantity, 
or quality 3 a surplus 

*plus adj 1 algebraically or electrically positive 2 additional and welcome 
<a factor IS ns nearness to theshopsy 3 greater than that specified 0ad 
a B for hts essayy 

*plus conj and moreover he has to watch what he says - Punchy 
.plus fours n pi loose wide trousers gathered on a band and finishing just 
below the knee [fr the extra 4 inches of length allowed for looseness] 
'plush /plush/ n a fabric with an even pile longer and less d<.*n$e than that 
of velvet [MF peluche] 

*plush adj 1 (made) of or resembling plush 2 plushy 2 - plushly adv, 

plushBcas n 

plushy /'plushi/ adj 1 having the texture of or covered with plush 2 
luxurious, showy - pluahiness n 

'plus .sign n a sign *■ denoting addition or a positive quantity — T 

SYMBOL 

Pluto /"ploobtoh/ n the planet furthest from the sun astronomy, 
SYMBOL [NL, fr L Pluton-, Pluto, god of the underworld, fr Gk Plou- 
ton] 

plutocracy /plooh'tokrasi/ n (government by) a controlling class of 
wealthy people [Gk ploutokratia, fr ploutos wealth] - plutocrat 
/'ploohtd.krat/ n. plutocratic /.ploohta'kratik/ adj, plutocratically adv 
pluton /ploohton/ n a typically large (exposed) body of plutonic rock 
[prob back-formation fr plutonic] 

Plutonian /plooh'tohnyan, -m-an/ adj, often cap uifemal [L plutonius, 
fr Gk ploutdnios, fr Plouton] 

plutonic /plooh'tonik/ adj, of igneous rock formed by solidification of 
a molten magma deep within the earth [L Pluton-, Pluto] 
plutonium /plooh'tonyam, -ni-am/ n a radioactive metallic element 
similar to uranium that is formed in atomic reactors and is used in 
weapons and as a fuel for atomic reactors CV* energy, periodic table ' 
[NL, fr Pluton-, Pluto, the planet Pluto] 

'pluvial /'ploohvi al/ adj 1 of or caused by ram 2 charactenzed by 
abundant rainfall [L pluvialis, fr pluvia ram, fr fern of pluvius rainy, fr 
pluere to rain - more at flow] 

’pluvial n a prolonged geological penod of wet climate 
'ply /plic/ vt to twist together <— 2 single yamsy [ME plien to fold, fr 
MF plier, fr L plicare-, akin to OHG fJehtan to braid, L plectere, Gk 
plekein] 

^ ’ply n la a strand m a yam, wool, etc b any of several layers (e g of cloth) 

^ usu sewn or laminated together 2a (any of the veneer sheets forming) 
plywood b a layer of paper or paperboard 
’ply vt la to use or widd diligently (Jbusily ^ mg his axey b to practise 
or perform diligently ing his tradey 2 to keep furnishing or supplying 
sthg to <plied them with drinksy 3 to go or travel over or on regularly 
vi 1 to apply oneself steadily 2 of a boatman, taxi driver, etc to wait 
regularly in a particular place for custom - esp in ply for hire 3 to go or 
travel regularly <a steamer ^^ing between opposite shores of thHakey 
[ME plien, short for applien to apply] 

.Plymouth 'Brothron /'plimath/ n pi a strongly puntanical Chnstian 
religious body founded about 1830 in Plymouth 
.Plymouth 'Rock n any of an American breed of medium-sized dom- 
estic fowls [Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts. USA, on which the 
Pilgrim Fathers are supposed to have landed in 1620] 
plywood /'plie.wood/ n a light structural material of thin sheets of wood 
glued or cemented together with the grains of adjacent layers arranged 
crosswise usu at nght angles 

-pnoa /-pnee-a/ comb form (-* n), chiefly NAm -pnoea 
pnaum- /nyoohm-/, paeuno- comb form 1 air, gas <pneumo//ro/vx> 2a 
lung <pneuinectofn>'> b pulmonary and ^pneumqgasrnc) 3 respiration 
<pneumogripA> 4 pneumonia (pneumococcus) [NL; partly fr Ok 
pneum- (fr pneuma), partly fr Gk pneumon lung] 
pneumat- /nyoohmat-, nyoohmat-/, pnennato- comb form 1 spirit 
<pneuinatoft]|gy> 2 air; vapour, gas (pneumatics) 3 respiration (pneuma- 
tometery (Glc» fr pneumat-, pneuma] 


pneumatic /nyooh'matik/ adj of or using gas (e g air or wind)- a moved 
or worked by air pressure b adapted for holding or inflated with 
compressed air c having air-filled cavities [L pneumaticus, fr Gk 
pneumatikix, fr pneumat-, pneuma air, breath, spirit, fr pnein to breathe 
- more at sneeze] - pneumatically adv 

pnau.matlc 'drill n a machine m which air causes a tool (e g a chisel 
for breaking up road surfaces) to strike repeatedly 
pneumaticity /.nyoohma'tisati/ n a condition marked by the presence 
of air cavities (^ of bird bonesy 

pneu'matics n pi but sing in constr a science that deals with the 
mechanical properties of gases 

pneuma tophore /'nyoohm3toh,faw, nyoo’matohfaw, -t>/ n a muscu- 
lar gas-containing sac that serves as a Hoat on a hydrozoan colony [ISV] 
> pneumatophoric /.nyoohmatoh'fonk, .nyoohmata'fonk, nyoo,mat> 
‘fonk/ adj 

pneumococcus /.nyoohmoh'kokas/ n, pi pneumococci /-'kok(s)ie/ a 
bacterium that causes acute pneumonia [NL] - pneumococcal /-kl/ also 
pneumococcic /-kok(s)ik/ adj 

,pneumo,coni'osis /-.koni'ohsis/ n, pi pneumoconioses /-seei/ a crip- 
pling disease of the lungs, esp of miners, caused by the habitual inhalation 
of imtant mineral or metallic particles - compare silicosis [NL, fr 
pneum- v Gk konis dust - more at incinerate] 

.pneumo'gastric /-'gastrik/ adj 1 of the lungs and stomach 2 vagal 
.pneumo'nectomy /-'nektami/ n excision of (1 or more lobes oQ a lung 
[Gk pneumon » ISV -ectomy] 

pneumonia /nyooh'mohnya, -ni a/ n localized or widespread inflamma- 
tion of the lungs with change from an air-fillcd to a solid consistency, 
caused by infection or irritants [NL. fr Gk, fr pneumon lung, alter of 
pleumon - more at pulmonary] 

pneumonic /nyooh'monik/ adj 1 of the lungs 2 of or affected with 
pneumonia [NL pneumonicus, fr Gk pneumomkos, fr pneumon] 
pneumothorax /.nyoohmoh'thawraks/ n the presence of gas, esp air, 
in the pleural cavity occurnng esp as a result of disease or injury 
[NL] 

•pnoea, NAm chiefly -poea /-pnee a/ comb form breath; breathing 
(apnoea) [NL, fr Gk -pnoia, fr pnoia, fr pnein to breathe) 
po /poh/ u, pi pot Br CHAMBER POT - infml [F pot (de chambre)] 
'poach /pohch/ vt to cook (e g fish or an egg) in simmering liquid [ME 
pochen, fr MF pocher, fr OF pochier, lit., to put into a bag, fr poche bag, 
pocket, of Gmc origin; akin to OE pocca bag] 

’poach vt 1 to trample or cut up (e g turf) (as lO with hoofs 2a to trespass 
on (a field ^ed too frequently by the amateur ~ TLSy b to take (game 
or fish) illegally c to take or acquire by unfair or underhand means ~ vi 
1 of land to become soft or muddy when trampled on 2a to (trespass while 
attempting to) take game or fish illegally b to trespass on or upon (what 
happens to a poet when /re ~es upon a novelist's preserves - Virginia 
Woolf) [MF pocher, of Gmc ongin, akin to ME poken to poke] - 
poacher n 

pochard /'pohehad/ n any of numerous rather heavy-bodied diving 
ducks, esp a common Old World duck the male of which has a chestnut 
head and grey upper parts [ongin unknown] 

pock /pok/ n (a spot resembling) a pustule in an eruptive disease (e g 
smallpox) [ME pokke, fr OE pocc; akin to MLG A. MD pocke pock, L 
bucca cheek, mouth] - pock vt, pocky adj 
'pocket /'pokit/ n 1 a small bag that is sewn or inserted in a garment so 
that it is open at the top or side 2 a supply of money; means (has houses 
to suit all ~s) 3a a receptacle, container b any of several openings at 
the comers or sides of a billiard Uble into which balls are propelled 4a 
a small isolated area or group (^s o/ unemploymenty b a cavity (e g in 
the earth) containing a deposit (e g of gold or water) c air pocket S 
chiefly SAfr (the amount contained in) a bag [ME poket, fr ONF pokete, 
dim. of poke bag, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE pocca bag] - pocketM n - 
in pocket in the position of having made a profit - out of pocket having 
sufTered a financial loss 

’pocket vt la to put or enclose (as iO m one’s pocket ('^ed bis changey 
b to appropnate to one's own use; steal (^'^edthe money she had collected 
for charityy 2 to accept; put up with an insulty 3 to set aside, 
suppress (^ed bis pride) 4 to dnve (a ball) into a pocket of a billiard 
table 

’pocket adj 1 small enough to be carried in the pocket (a ~ camera) 2 
small, miniature (a ^ submariney 

pocket battleship n a small battleship built so as to come within treaty 
limitations of tonnage and armament 
'pocketbook /-.book/ n 1 a pocket-size container for (paper) money 
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and personal papers 2NAm a a small, esp paperback, book that can be 
earned in the pocket b a purse c a strapless handbag 
pocket borough n an Enghsh constituency controlled before parha- 
mentary reform by 1 person or family 
'pocket e,dition n a miniature form of sthg 
.pocket'hendkerchief n a handkerchief 

'pocketknife /-.nief/ n a knife that has 1 or more blades that fold into 
the handle so that it can be earned in the pocket 
'pocket .money n money for small personal expenses, esp as given to 
a child 

'pocket-, size, 'pocket-, sized adj ’pocket 1 

pockmerk /'pok.mahk/ n a mark or pit (like that) caused by smallpox 
- pockmarked adj 

poco /'pohkoh/ adv slightly, somewhat - used in music <'« alkgroy [It. 
little, fr L paucus - more at pew] 

,poco a 'poco /ah/ adv gradually - used in music [It] 

'pod /pod/ n 1 a long seed vessel or fruit, esp of the pea. bean, or other 
leguminous plant 2 an egg case of a locust or similar insect 3 a 
streamlined compartment under the wings or fuselage of an aircraft used 
as a container (e g for fuel) 4 a detachable compartment on a spacecraft 
or aircraft [prob alter, of cod bag - more at codpiece] 

*pod vb -dd- VI to produce pods ^ W to remove (e g peas) from the pod 
*pod n a small group of animals (eg seals) close together [ongin 
unknown] 

-pod /-pod/ comb form (- n) foot, part resembling a fool (p/eopod) [Gk 
-podos, fr pod-, pous foot - more at foot] 

podagra /pa'dagra/ n gout 1 [ME, fr L. fr Gk, fr pod-, pous -t- agra 
hunt, catch; akin to L agere to dnve - more at agent] - podagral adj 
podge /poj/ n. chiefly Br a fatly - infml [prob alter of pudge, of 
unknown ongin] 

podgy /'poji/ adj short and plump; chubby 

podiatry /po'die atn/ n, NAm chiropody [Gk pod-, pous ♦ E -latiy] - 
podiatrist n, podiatric /.podie'atnk/ adj 

podium /pohdi-am/ n, pi podiums, podia /-di-a/ 1 a low wall serving 
as a foundation or terrace wall e g a one round the arena of an ancient 
amphitheatre b the stone base supporting the columns of a classical 
structure 2 a small raised platform (for an orchestral conductor) [L - 
more at pew] 

-podium /-pohdium/ comb form (-» n), pi -podia /-di-a/ -pod (pscudo- 
podium) [NL, fr Gk podion, dim. of pod-, pous foot] 
podophyllin /.podohTilm, .pohda'fielin, -doh-/ n a bitter resin from the 
underground stem of the mayapplc, used esp as a purgative [ISV, fr NL 
Podophyllum, genus of herbs including the mayapple] 
podsol /podsol/ n podzol 

podzol /'podzol/ n any of a group of soils that have a grey upper layer 
from which humus and iron and aluminium compounds have leached to 
enneh the layer below [Russ] - podzoUzc /'p^zo.liez/ vb, podzolic 
/pod'zolik/ adj, podzolizatioa /,po^lie'zaysh(3)n/ n 
poem /'pph^jm/ n 1 an individual work of poetry 2 a creation, experi- 
ence, or object suggesting a poem </be mterior was a ^ of chinotsene} 
[MF pocme, fr L poema, fr Gk poiema, fr poian] 
poesy /'poh'izi, -si/ n 1 a poem or body of poems 2 the art or 
composition of poetry [ME poesie, fr MF, fr L poesis, fr Gk poresjs, lit , 
creation, fr poietn] 

poet /'poh-it/, fern poctesa /poh-ites, .poh i'tes/ n 1 one who wntes 
poetry 2 a creative artist with special sensitivity to his/her medium <a 
^ of the piano} [ME fr OF poete, fr L poeta, fr Gk poietes maker, poet, 
fr poietn to make, create; akin to Skt cinoti he heaps up] 
poetaster /.poh-i'tasta/ n an infenor poet [NL. fr L poeta ^ -aster 
-aster] 

poetic /poh'etik/, poetical /-kl/ adj la (characteristic) of poets or poetry 
b having the qualities associated with poetry 2 written in verse - 
poedcally adv, pocticism /poh'cti,8iz(a)m/ n 
poetic ize, -lac /poh'etisiez/ vt to give a poetic quality to 
poetic justice n an outcome in which vice is punished and virtue 
rewarded in an (ironically) appropriate manner 
po'etics /poh'etiks/ n, pi poetics 1 a treatise on poetry or aesthetics 2 
sing or pi in constr poetic theory or practice 

poet-lze, -ise /'poh-itiez/ vi to compose poetry «vr to poeticize - 
poedier It 

.poet 'laureate n, pi poets laureate, poet laureates 1 a distinguished 
poet honoured for achievement in his/her art 2 a poet appointed for life 
by the sovereign as a member of the Bntish royal household and expected 
to compose poems for state occasions 

poatry /'poh-itri/ n la metrical writing; verse b a poet's compositions; 


poems 2 wnting that is ananged to formulate a concentrated imaginative 
awareness of experience through meaning, sound, and rhythm 3 a quality 
of beauty, grace, and great feeling in motion} 

.po-'faced /poh/ adj, Br having a foolishly solemn or humourless 
expression - chiefly infml [po + -faced] 
pogey /'pohgi/ n. Can dole 2 - infml [ongin unknown] 

'pogo atick /'pohgoh/ n a pole with a spnng at the bottom and 2 
footrests on which sby stands and can move along with a senes of jumps 
[fr Pogo, a trademark] 

pogrom /'pogram/ n an organized massacre, esp of Jews [Yiddish, fr 
Russ, lit , devastation] . 

pohutukawa /p9'hoohta,kah wa/ n an evergreen New Zealand tree of 
the myrtle family with bnlliant red flowers [Maon] 

-poieaia /-poy'eesis/ comb form ( n), pi -poiescs /-aoez/ production; 
formation <eiyf/iropoiesis> (^mythopoiesis} [NL. fr Gk poi^ creation - 
more at poesy] - -poietlc comb form ( - adj) 

poignant /'poynyant/ adj la painfully aflecting the feelings; distressing 
b deeply affecting, touching 2 designed to make an impression; cutting 
satire} [ME poinaunt, fr MF poignant, prp of poindre to prick, sting, 
fr L pungere - more at pungent] - poignancy n, poignantly adv 
poikilotherm /.poy'kibthuhm/ n a living organism (eg a frog) with a 
variable body temperature usu slightly higher than the temperature of its 
environment, a cold-blooded organism [Gk poikilos vanegated + ISV 
-therm, akin to L pingere to paint - more at paint] - poikllotbemik 
/-kiloh'thuhmik/ adj, poikilotbermism /-'thuhmiz(a)m/ n 
poilu /"pwahlooh/ n a French pnvate soldier (in the front line during 
WW 1) [F. fr poilu hairy, fr MF, fr poil hair, fr L pilus - more at 
'pile] 

poinciana /.poynsi'ahna/ n any of a genus of ornamental tropical 
leguminous trees or shrubs with bnght orange or red flowers [NE genus 
name, fr Dc Poinci, I7th-c governor of part of the French W Indies] 
poinsettfa /poyn'seti a/ n any of vanous spurges beanng flower clusters 
opposite bnghtly coloured bracts [NE fr Joel R Poinsett flUSl US 
diplomat] 

'point /poynt/ n la(l) an individual detail, an item (2) a distinguishing 
detail (ract is one of her strong -^s> b the most important essential in 
a discussion or matter (missed the whole ^ of the j<Ae} 2 an end or 
object to be achieved, a purpose (did not see what there was in 
continuing the discussion} 3a(l) a geometric element that has a position 
but no extent or magnitude (2) a geometric element determined by an 
ordered set of coordinates b (a narrowly localized place having) a 
precisely indicated position (walked to a ^ 50 yards north of the 
building } c(l) an exact moment (at this ^ he was interrupted} (2) a time 
interval immediately before sthg indicated, the verge (at the of death} 
d(l) a particular step, stage, or degree in development (had reached the 
- where nothing seemed to matter anymore} (2) a definite position in 
a scale (boiling 4a the sharp or narrowly rounded end of sthg. a tip 
b the lip of the toes - used in ballet; usu pi epia contact breaker 5a a 
projecting usu tapering piece of land b(l) the tip of a projecting body part 
(2) TINE 2 (3) pi (the markings oO the extremities of an animal, esp 
when of a different colour from the rest of the body 6a a very small mark 
b(l) PUNCTUATION MARK; eSp PULL STOP (2) DECIMAL POINT 7 any of 
the 32 evenly spaced compass directions, also the 1 1* IS' interval between 
2 successive points 8a lace worked with a needle; needlepoint 1 b lace 
imitating needlepoint worked with bobbins; pillow lace 9a a unit of 
counting m the sconng of a game or contest b a umt used in evaluating 
the strength of a bndge hand c a unit used in quoting prices (e g of shares, 
bonds, and commodities) d a unit of 0.35 1mm (about '/nin) used to 
measure the body size of printing type lOa the action of pointing b the 
ngidly intent attitude of a gundog when marking game for a hunter 11 
(the position oO a defensive player in lacrosse 12 a fielding position in 
cncket near to the batsman and on a direct line with the popping crease 
on the off side sport 13 pi, Br a device made of usu 2 movable rails 
and necessary connections and designed to turn a locomotive or train 
from one track to another [ME; partly fir OF. puncture, small spot, point 
in time or space, fr L punctum, fr neut of punctus, pp of pungere to prick; 
partly fr OF pointe sharp end, fr (assumed) VL puncu, fr E fern of 
punctus, pp * more at pungent] > beside the point irrelevant - to the 
point relevant, pertinent (a suggestion that was to the point) 

‘point vf la to provide with a point; sharpen ing a penal with a knife} 
b to give added force, emphasis, or piquancy to up a remark} 2 to 
scratch out the old mortar from the joints of (e g a bnck wall) and fill in 
with new matenal 3a to punctuate b to mark signs or points in (e g 
psalms or Hebrew words) A of a gundog to indicate the presence and place 
of (game) for a hunter by a point 5 to cause to be turned in a particular 
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a particular direction a gun^ <~ed the boat upstreamy ~ vi la to 
indicate the fact or protability of sthg specified (^everything ‘^itoa bright 
future} b to indicate the position or direction of sthg, esp by extending 
a finger at the map} c to point game (a dog that ~s welf} 2 to lie 
extended, aimed, or turned in a particular direction (the signpost ^ed 
north} 

.point-blank adj iso close to a target that a missile fired will travel in 
a straight line to the mark 2 direct, blunt (a ^ refusal} - point-blank 
adv 

point d'appui /.pwahn da'pwec (Fr pwe dap q i)/ n, p! points d'appul 
/<«/ a base, esp for a military operation [F, lit., point of support] 
'point-.duty n traffic regulation carried out usu by a policeman stationed 
at a particular point 

pointa /pwant {Fr pwc:t)/ n a ballet position in which the body is 
balanced on the extreme tip of the toe [F. lit . point] 
pointed /"poyntid/ adj 1 having a point 2a pertinent; to the point b 
aimed at a particular person or group 3 conspicuous, marked ('^ 
indifference} - pointedly adv, pointedneaa n 

pointar /poynta/ n 1 a rod used to direct attention 2 a large strong 
slender smooth-haired gundog that hunts by scent and indicates the 
presence of game by pointing 3 a useful suggestion or hint, a tip [^point 
+ *-er) 

Pointers n pi the 2 stars in Ursa Major which are in line with and are 
therefore used to locate the Pole Star 

pointilliem /'pwanti,liz(3)m, 'poyn-, -tiyiz(a)m/ n the technique in art 
of applying small strokes or dots of pure colour to a surface so that from 
a distance they blend together [F pointillisme, fr pointiller to stipple, fr 
point spot - more at point] - pointillist also pointilliste /-list, -'ycest/ n 
or adj 

point lace n point 8; esp needlepoint 1 

'pointless /-lis/ adj devoid of meaning, relevance, or purpose, senseless 
<a remark} - pointicatly adv, polntlcasnesa n 
d^oint of 'honour A a matter which one considers to have a serious effect 
on one's honour or reputation 

point of no return n 1 the point in a long-distance journey after which 
return to the starting point is impossible 2 a cntical point (e g in a course 
of action) at which turning back or reversal is not possible 
.point of 'order n a question relating to procedure in an official 
meeting 

.point-of-*sale adj of or being advertising or promotional matenal 
accompanying a product at its place of distnbution. esp in a retail * 
shop 

•point of 'view n a position from which sthg is considered or eval- 
uated 

point out vt to direct sby’s attention to <point out a mistake} 
pointsman /poyntsman/ n 1 a policeman on point-duty 2 Bra person 
in charge of railway points 

point source n a source of radiation (e g light) that is concentrated at 
a point and considered to have no spatial extension 
.point-to-'point n a usu cross-country steeplechase for amateur nders - 

poInt-to-polBter n 

'poise /poyz/ vt la to balance; esp to hold or carry in equilibrium 
(walked along gracefully with a water Jar ~ 6 on her head} b to hold 
supported or suspended without motion in a steady position 2 to hold or 
carry in a particular way 3 to put into readiness; brace ^ vi to hang (as 
iO suspended; hover [ME poisen to weigh, ponder, fr MF pois-, stem of 
peaer, fr L pensare - more at pensive] 

*poise A 1 a stably balanced sUtc <« between widely divergent impulses 

> F R Leavis) 28 easy self-possessed assurance of manner b a particular 
way of carrying oneself [ME poyse weight, heavuiess, fr MF pots, fr L 
penaum, fr neut of pensus, pp of pendere to weigh - more at pen- 
dant] 

*polss /pwahz/ A a cgs unit of dynamic viscosity [F, fr Jean Louis Marie 
Foiseuille ti869 F physician ft anatomist] 

poissd /poyid/ adj 1 marked by balance or equilibnum or by easy 
composure of manner 2 in readiness <-«- for flight} for action} 
'poison /'poyz(9)n/ n U a substance that through its chemical action 
kills, injures, or impairs an organism symbol b sthg destructive or 
harmful 2 a substance that inhibits the activity of another substance or 
the course of a reaction or process (a catalyst ^ } [ME, fr OF, drink, 
poisonous drink, poison, fr L potion^, path drink - more at potion] > 
poison adj 

*poloon vr la to injure or kill with poison b to treat, taint, or impregnate 
with poison 2 to exert a harmful influence on; corrupt <<« ed their minds} 

* 3 to inhibit the activity, course, or occurrence of - poisoner n 


polnon gan n a poisonous gas or a liquid or solid giving off poisonous 
vapours designed to kill, injure, or disable by inhalation or contact 
.poison 'ivy a (any of several plants related to) a N Amencan climbing 
plant of the sumach family that has greenish flowers and white bemes and 
produces an oil that causes an intensely itching skin rash 
poisonous /'poyz(a)n9s/ adj having the properties or effects of poison 
- polsonously adv 

.poinon-'pan adj wntten with malice and spite and usu anonymously 
letter} 

'poke /pohk/ A, chiefly dial SAm a bag, sack [ME, fr ONF - more at 
pocket] 

>poke vt la(l) to prod, jab d him in the nbs and grinned broadly} (2) 
to stir the coals or logs of (a fire) so as to promote burning b to produce 
by piercing, stabbing, or jabbing a hole} 2 to cause to project <-^d 
her head out of the window} 3 to hit, punch < d him in the nose} - infml 
A of a man to have sexual intercourse with -vulg ~ vi 1 to make a 
prodding, jabbing, or thrusting movement, esp repeatedly 2a to look 
about or through sthg without system; rummage (found it while poking 
around in the attic} b to meddle 3 to move or act slowly or aimlessly, 
potter (just ~ d about at home and didn 'r accomplish much} 4 to become 
stuck out or forwards; protrude 5 of a man to have sexual intercourse - 
vulg [ME poken; akin to MD poken to poke] - poke flin at to mock - 
poke one's nose into to meddle in or interfere with (esp sthg that does not 
concern one) 

*pokB A 1 a quick thrust, a jab 2 a punch - infml 3 an act of sexual 
intercourse - vulg 

'poke .bonnet a a woman's bonnet with a projecting bnm at the front 
^3^ garment 

'poker /'pohka/ a a metal rod for poking a fire ['poke f '-er] 

*poker A any of several card games in which a player bets that the value 
of his/her hand is greater than that of the hands held by others and in 
which each subsequent player must either equal or raise the last bet or 
drop out [prob modif of F poque, a card game similar to poker] 
'poker .dice a (any oO a of usu 5 dice, each carrying the representa- 
tion of the 6 highest playing cards 

'poker ,fece n an inscrutable face that reveals no hint of a person's 
thoughts or feelings [Spoken, fr the need of the poker player to conceal 
the true quality of his^er hand] - poker-faoad /,- '7 adj 
'poker, wofk /-.wuhk/ a (the art of doing) decorative work burnt into 
a material by a heated instrument 

pokeweed /'pohk, weed/ n a coarse Amencan plant with white flowers, 
dark purple juicy bemes, and a poisonous root {poke (pokeweed), modif 
of puccoon, a plant used in dyeing, of Algonquian ongin] 
pokey /'pohki/ a, NAm a jail - slang [ongin unknown] 
poky also pokey /'pohki/ adj small and cramped - infml ['poke] - pokily 
adv, pokineaa a 

Polack /'pohlak/ a, archaic or NAm a Pole - now derog [Pol Polak] 
polar /'pohb/ adj la of, coming from, or charactcnstic of (the region 
round) a geographical pole b esp of an orbit passing over a planet's N and 
S poles 2 of 1 or more poles (e g of a magnet) 3 diametncally opposite 
4 exhibiting polanty; esp having (molecules with) groups with opposing 
properties at opposite ends <a - molecule} (a ~ solvent} 5 resembling 
a pole or axis round which all else revolves, pivotal 6 of or expressed in 
polar coordinates equations}; also of a polar coordinate system [NL 
polans, fr L polus pole] 

.polar 'boar a a large creamy- white bear that inhabits arctic regions 
.polar ’circle a either the Arctic or Antarctic circle 
.polar co'ordinata a either of 2 numbers that locate a point in a plane 
by Its distance along a line from a fixed point and the angle this line makes 
with a fixed line 

polarimater /.pohla'nmita/ n 1 an instrument for determining the 
amount of polarization of light 2 an instrument for measuring the amount 
of optical rotation (eg of a sugar solution) [ISV, fr polanzation] - 
polariBBCtry a, polarimetric /-ri'metnk/ adj 
Polaria /palahris, poh-/ a pole star [NL, fr polans polar] 
polariacopa /poh'lari,skohp/ a 1 an instrument for studying the proper- 
ties of or examining substances in polarized light 2 polarimfter 2 [ISV, 
fr polarization] - polariacopic /-.lari'skopik/ adj 
polarity /pa'larati, poh-/ n 1 the quality or condition of a body that has 
opposite or contrasted properties or powers in opposite directions 2 
attraction towards a particular object or in a specific direction 3 the 
particular electrical state of being either positive or negative 4 (an 
instance oO diametric opposition 

polar iza, -lie /'pohbriez/ vt la to affect (radiation, esp light) so that the 
vibrations of the wave assume a definite form (e g restriction to vibration 
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in 1 plane) b to give electncal or magnetic polarity to 2 to divide into 
opposing factions or groupings -- vi to become polarized [F polanser, fr 
NL potans polar] - polariable adj, polarixabillty /.pohlaneza'bibti/ n, 
polarization /,pohbne'zay$h(3)n/ n 

Polaroid /'pohbroyd/ trademark - used esp for a light-polanzing 
material used esp in glasses to prevent glare and in vanous optical 
devices 

polder /'polda, pohl-/ n an area of low land reclaimed from a body of 
water, esp in the Netherlands [D] 

'pole /pohl/ n la a long slender usu cylindncal object (e g a length of 
wood) b a shaft which extends from the front axle of a wagon between 
the draught animals 2 rod 2 unit 3 the most favourable front-row 
position on the starting line of a (motor) race [ME, fr OE pal stake, pole, 
fr L palus stake; akin to L pangere to fix - more at pact] 

’pole vb to push or propel (oneself or sthg) with poles 
’pole n 1 either extremity of an axis of (a body, esp the earth, resembling) 
a sphere 2a either of 2 related opposites b a point of guidance or 
attraction 3a either of the 2 terminals of an electric cell, battery, or 
dynamo b any of 2 or more regions in a magnetized body at which the 
magnetic flux density is concentrated 4 either of the anatomically or 
physiologically differentiated areas at opposite ends of an axis in an 
organism or cell [ME pool, fr L polus, fr Gk polos pivot, pole, akin to 
Gk kyklos wheel - more at wiifei] 

Pole 71 a native or inhabitant«of Poland [G, of Slav ongin, akin to Pol 
Polak Pole] 

'poleaxe /'pohl.aks/ n 1 a battle-axe with a short handle and often a hook 
or spike opposite the blade 2 an axe used, esp formerly, in slaughtenng 
cattle [ME polax, pollax, fr pol, polle poll + ar axe] 

’poleaxe v-r aiiM.k. strike, or fell (as tO with a poleaxe 
polecat /‘pohl.kat/ n, pi polecats, esp collectively polecat 1 a European 
flesh -eating mammal of which the ferret is considered a domesticated 
variety 2 NAm skunk 1 [ME polcat, prob fr MF poul, pol cock + ME 
cat, prob fr its preying on poultry - more at pin let] 
polemic /pa'Iemik, po-, poh-, -'lee-/ n 1 an aggressive attack on or 
refutation of the opinions or principles of another 2 the art or practice 
of disputation or controversy - usu pi with sing meaning but sing or pi 
in constr [F polemiquc, fr MF, fr polemique controversial, fr Gk 
polemikos warlike, hostile, fr polemos war, akin to OE cal/e/o baleful, Gk 
pallein to brandish] - polemic, polemical adj, polemicist /-misist/ n 
polemic iie, -ise /-mi,siez/ vt to polemize 

polem ize, -ise /'potimiez/ vi to engage in controversy, dispute aggress- 
ively - polemist n 

polenta /po'lenta, poh-, pa-/ n a pomdge made with maize meal or 
semolina [It] 

poleatar /'pohl.stah/ n 1 a directing principle, a guide 2 a centre of 
attraction 

Pole Star n the star in the constellation Ursa Minor that lies very close 
to the N celestial pole 

'pole .vault n (an athletic field event consisting oQ a jump for height over 
a crossbar with the aid of a pole - pole-vault vi, pole-vaulter n 
'police /pa'Iees/ n 1 the department of government concerned with 
maintenance of public order and enforcement of laws 2a sing or pi in 
constr POLICE force b pi in constr policemen 3 sing or pi in constr an 
organized body having similar functions to a police force within a more 
restneted sphere (^railway ~ > [MF, government, fr LL politia, fr Gk 
pohteia, fr politeuetn to be a citizen, engage in political activity, fr polites 
citizen, fr polls city, state, akin to Skt pur city] 

’police vt 1 to control by use of police 2 to put in order 3 to supervise 
the operation of ^ 

police ,dog n a dog trained to assist the police (e g in tracking cnmingls 
or detecting drugs) 

police .force n smg or pi in constr a body of trained people entrusted 
by a government with maintenance of public order and enforcement of 
laws 

policeman /-man/, fern police, woman n a member of a police force 
police state n a political unit characterized by repressive governmental 
control of political, economic, and soaal life, usu enforced by (secret) 
police 

police .station n the headquarters of a local police force 
'policy /'polisi/ n 1 procedure based primarily on material interest, 
wisdom <if '5 bad ^ to smoke} 2a a definite course of action selected from 
among alternatives to guide and determine present and future decisions 
b an overall plan embracing general goals and procedures, esp of a 
govemmenul body [ME policie government, policy, fr MF, government, 
regulation, fr LL politia] 


’policy n (a document embodying) a contract of insurance [alter, of earlier 
police, fr MF, certificate, fr Olt polizza, modif of ML apodixa receipt, fr 
MGk apodeixis, fr Gk, proof, fr apodeiknynai to demonstrate > more at 
APODicric] 

policyholder /-.hohlda/ n a person granted an insurance policy 
polio /’pohli oh/ n poliomyelitis 

poliomyelitis /,pohli-oh.mie-3'lietis/ n an infectious virus disease, esp of 
children, charactenzed by inflammation of the nerve cells of the signal 
cord, paralysis of the motor nerves, and atrophy of skeletal muscles often 
with permanent disability and deformity [NL, fr Gk polios grey + myelos 
marrow - more at 'fallow, myel-] - pdionyclidc /-'link/ adj 
-polls /-pahs/ comb form (-> n) city ^megalopolis} [LL, fr Gk. fr 
polls] 

'polish /'polish/ vt I to make smooth and glossy, usu by fnetion 2 to 
refine in manners or condition 3 to bnng to a highly developed, finished, 
or refined state, perfect - often up '^vi to become smooth or glossy (as 
lO by fnction [ME polisshen, fr OF poliss-, stem of polir, fr L polire] - 
polisher n 

’polish n la a smooth glossy surface b freedom from rudeness or 
coarseness 2 the action or process of polishing (give the table a 3 
a preparation used to produce a gloss and often a colour for the protection 
and decoration of a surface (furniture > (nail — > 

'Polish /*pohlish/ adj (charactensticj^jof Poland [Pole] 

’Polish n the language of the Poles language 
polish off vt to dispose of rapidly or completely 
politburo /'polit.byoooroh, -'-,-/ n the principal committee of a (Commu- 
nist party [Russ politbyuro, fr pohticheskoye byuro political bureau] 
polite /pa'liet/ adj 1 showing or charactenzed by correct social usage; 
refined 2 marked by an appearance of consideration and deference; 
courteous [L politus, fr pp of pohre] - politely adv, politeseaa n 
politic /"politik/ adj \ of a person shrewd and sagacious in managing, 
contnving, or dealing 2 of a policy expedient [ME politik, fr MF 
politique, fr L politicus, fr Gk pobtikos, fr polites citizen - more at 
policfJ 

political /pa'htikl/ adj 1 of government 2a of (party) politics b sensitive 
to politics (highly ^ students} 3 involving or charged with acts against 
a government criminals} [L politicos] - poUticaUy adv 
political aconomy n a social science dealing with the interrelationship 
of political and economic processes - polltlttl ecoBomist n 
political lavy n a levy that trade-union members may pay and that is 
used for political purposes, esp affiliation to the Labour party 
political scianca n a social science concerned chiefly with political 
institutions and processes - political scientist n 
politician /,poirtish(a)n/ n a person expenenced or engaged in poli- 
tics 

politic-iza, -ise /ps'litisiez/ vi to discuss politics vt to give a political 
tone to - politicization /p3.1itisie'zaysh(a)n/ a 
politico /pa'litikoh/ n, pi politicos also politicoes a politician - infml (It 
politico or Sp politico, denvs of L politicus pohtical] 
politico- comb form political and (pohlico-diphmatic} [L politicus] 
politics /'politiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr la the art or science of 
government b poi itical science 2a political affairs; speaf competition 
between interest groups in a government b political life as a profession 
3 sby’s political sympathies 4 the total complex of relations between 
human beings in society [Gk politika, fr neut pi of politikos political] 
polity /'pobti/ n (the form oO a politically organized unit [LL politia - 
more at police] 

polka /'polkd/ n (music for or in the rhythm oO a vivacious dance of 
Bohemian ongin in duple time [F k G. fr Czech pdlka half-step, fr pul 
half] - polka vj 

'polka .dot n any of many regularly distributed dots in a textile design 
- polka-dot. polka-dotted adj 

'poll /pohl/ n 1 (the hairy top or back oO the head 2 the broad or flat 
end of the head of a staking tool (e g a hammer) 3a the casting of votes 
b the place where votes are cast - usu pi with sing, meaning (at the '^s> 
c the number of votes recorded (a heavy > 4 a survey conducted by 
the questioning of people selected at random or by quota - compare 
GALLUP POLL [ME pol, pollc, fr MLG; (3, 4) fr the idea of counting 
heads and hence votes] 

’poll vr 1 to cut off or cut short a the hair or wool of b the horns of (a 
cow) c (e g wool) 2 to remove the top of <e g a tree); speaf to poUard 
3 to receive and record the votes of 4 to receive (votes) S to question in 
a poll ~ VI to cast one’s vote - poUee /.poh'lee/ n. poller n 
’poll n a polled animal [prob fr obs poll, adj, naturally hornless, short for 
polled] 
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pollack /'poldk/ n, pi pollack a N Atlantic food fish related to and 
resembling the cods but darker; tiso a coley [Sc podlok, of unknown 
origin] 

'pollard /poldd/ n 1 a hornless animal of a usu homed kind 2 a tree cut 
back to the main stem to promote the growth of a dense head of foliage 
['polti 

^pollard vt to make a pollard of (a tree) 
polled /pohld/ »dj hornless 

pollen /'pobn/ n (a fine dust oO the minute granular spores discharged 
from the anther of the flower of a flowering plant that serve to fertilize 
the ovules [NL poUin-, pollen, fr L. fine flour; akin to L pulvis dust. Gk 
pah fine meal] > polliaic /pa'linik/ ad] 

'pollen .basket n a smooth area on each hind leg of a bee that serves 
to collect and transport pollen 

'pollen .count n a figure representing the amount of pollen in the air. 
available as a warning to people allergic to pollen 
'pollen .tube n a tube formed by a pollen gram in contact with the stigma 
of a flowering plant that conveys the sperm to the ovary 
pollex /'poleks/ tt, pi poUices /-li.seez/ the first digit of the (orelimb; the 
thumb [NL polite-, pollex, fr L, thumb, big toe] - pollkal /-hkl/ adj 
pollin- /pobn-A pollini- comb form pollen <pollinare> [NL pollm-, 
pollen] 

pollinete /'pob.nayt/ vt to place pollen on the stigma of and so fertilize 
• pollinator n. pollination /.pob'naysh(a)n/ n 
polliniferous /.pob'nif(a)r3s/ adj producing or (adapted for) bearing 
pollen 

pollinium /pa'Iini-am/ n, pi polliaia /-ni a/ a coherent mass of pollen 
grains, often with a stalk beanng an adhesive disc that clings to insects 
[NL, fr pollin-] 

pollinosis, pirflenosis /.pob'nohsis/ n hay fever caused by allergic 
sensitivity to specific pollens [NL pollmosis, fr pollin-] 
polllwog, pollywog /'poliwog/ n, NAm A dial Br a tadpole [alter, of ME 
polwygle, prob fr pol poll + wjglen to wiggle] 
pollock /pobk/ n, pi pollock a pollack 

pollster /pohlsta/ a one who conducts a poll or compiles data obtained 
by a poll 

'poll .tax n a tax of a fixed amount per person levied on adults 
pollute /pa'looht/ vt 1 to make morally impure; defile 2 to make 
physically impure or unclean; esp to contaminate (an environment), esp 
with roan-ma^ waste [ME polluten, fr L pollutus, pp of polluere, fr por- 
(akin to L per through) -here (akin to L htum mud, Gk lyma dirt, • 
defilement)] • pollutant n, polluter n, pollutive a4l 
pollution /p9'loohsh(a)n/ n 1 polluting or being polluted 2 matenal that 
pollutes 

Pollyanna /.poli'ana/ n an irrepressible optimist [Pollyanna, heroine of 
the novel Pollyanna by Eleanor Porter tl 920 US ficuon-writer] - Pol» 
lyanoaish, Pollyannlsh /-'anish/ adj 

polo Apohloh/ n a game of onental ongin played by teams of usu 4 pbyers 
on ponies or canoes, bicycles, etc using mallets with long flexible handles 
to drive a wooden ball into the opponent’s goal [Balti, ball] 
polonalM /.pob'nayz/ /i 1 a short-sleeved elaborate dress with a fitted 
waist and panniers at the sides and back drawn up on cords 2 (music in 
moderate 4 time for) a stately Polish processional dance [F, fr fern of 
pohnais Polish, fr Pologne Poland, fr ML Polonta] 
polo nock n, chidlxJtr (a jumper with) a very high closely fitting colbr 
worn folded over garment 

polonium /pu'lohnyam, -ni-am/ n a radioactive metallic clement that 
occurs esp in pitchblende periodic table [NL, fr ML l^onia 
Poland] 

polony /pa'lohni/ n a dry sausage of partly cooked meat, esp pork; also 
a cooked sausage made from soya and meat and eaten cold [alter, of 
bologna (sausage)] 

poltorgeiot /'polta.giest/ n a noisy mischievous ghost believed to be 
responsible for unexplained noises and physical damage [G, fr poltem to 
luiMk + getst spirit, fr OHG - more at ghost] 
poltroon /pol'troohn/ n a spiritless coward [MF poultron, fr Olt 
poltrone, fr aug of poltro colt, denv of L pullus young of an animal - more 
at foal] 

poly /'poli/ n, pi polys Br a polytechnic - infml 
poly- comb form la many; several; much; multi- <poly- 
pboauf) ipolygyny} b excessive; abnormally great; hyper- (polyphagia) 
2a contauiing 2 or mo;e (speafled ions or radicals) in the molecular 
stnicturc (polysu/phxfe) b polymeric; polymer of (a specified monomer) 
<polyefh//eDe> (polynuc/eocide) [ME, fr L, fr Gk. fr polys; akin to OE 
. full full] 


polyamide /.poli'amied, -mid/ n a (polymeric) compound charactenzed 
by more than 1 amide group [ISV] 

.poiyandroua A'andras/ adj 1 having many usu free stamens 2 of or 
practising polyandry [{\) poly- + -androus (2) polyandry f -ous] 
polyandry /pobandri/ n 1 having more than 1 husband at a time - 
compare polygamy, polygyny 2 the state of being polyandrous [Gk 
polyandria having many men, populousness, fr pofyandros, adj, having 
many men or many husbands, fr poly- + andr-, aner man, husband ~ more 
at ANDR-] 

.polyanthus A'anthas/ n, pi polyanthuses, polyanthi /-thie/ any of 
vanous cultivated hybnd pnmroses [NL, fr Gk polyanthos blooming, fr 
poly- + anthos flower - more at an thology] 

'poly, chaste A,keet/ n or adj (any) of a class of chiefly sea-living annelid 
worms with many bristles, usu arranged in pairs, along the body - 
compare oligochaeie [deriv of Gk polychait^ having much hair, fr 
poly- + chaite long hair] ~ polychactous /-'keetas/ adj 
polychlorinated biphenyl /,poli'klawn,naytid/ n any of several com- 
pounds (e g dieldnn) that are hydrocarbons with some hydrogen atoms 
replaced by chlonne and are poisonous environmental pollutants which 
tend to accumulate in animal tissues 

.polychro'matic Akroh'matik/ adj 1 showing a vanety or a change of 
colours; multicoloured 2 of or being radiation composed of more than 1 
wavelength [Gk polychromatos, fr poly- + chromat-, chroma colour - 
more at chromatic] 

'poly, chrome /-,krohm/ adj relating to, made with, or decorated in 
several colours pottery^ [Gk polychromos, fr poly- + chroma] ' 

polychromy n 

,polycry8tall,ine /-'knstl,ien/ adj composed of several (vanously 
oriented) crystals - polycrystal /*-,-/ n 
.polycythaemia /-sie'theemi-s/ n a condition marked by an abnormal 
increase in the number of circulating red blood cells (NL, fr poly- f cyt- 
+ -hacmia] - polycytbaemic /-'theemik/ adj 
.poiydactyl /-'daktil/, polydactylous /-bs/ adj having more digits than 
normal [Gk polydaktylos, fr poly- + daktylos digit] - polydactyly n 
polyene /'poli een/ n an organic compound containing many double 
bonds, esp in a long aliphatic chain [ISV] - polyenic /-'eenik/ adj 
.poly'ester /-‘csta/ n a polymer containing ester groups used esp in 
making fibres, resins, or plastics [ISV] - polyesterification 
/poli.cstrifi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
.pol/ethylene A'cthi.lcen/ n polythene 

polygamous /pa'ligamss/, polygamic /.poli'gamik/ adj la of or practis- 
ing polygamy b having more than 1 mate at a time (baboons are ) 2 
beanng both hermaphrodite and unisexual flowers on the same plant [Gk 
polygamos, fr poly- 4 -gamos -gamous] - polygamoualy adv 
polygamy /ps'ligami/ n 1 being mamed to more than 1 person at a time, 
esp marriage to more than 1 wife - compare polyandry, pcjlygyny 2 
the state of being polygamous [MF polygamic, fr LL polygamia, fr Gk. 
fr poly- ^ -gamta -gamy] - polygamist n, polygamize vt 
.poly'ganesis /-'jen^sis/ n ongin from more than 1 ancestral line or 
stock [NL] - polygenesist n, polygenetic /-ja'netik/ adj, polygenetically 
adv 

''poly, g lot /-.glot/ n 1 one who is polyglot 2 cap a book, esp a bible, 
containing versions of the same text m several languages 3 a mixture or 
confusion of languages [Gk polygidttos, a((j, polyglot, fr poly- > gidtta 
language - more at 'gloss] - poly glottal adj 

’polyglot adj 1 multilingual 2 2 containing matter in several lan- 
guages <a sign} 

polygon Apoligan, -gon/ n a closed plane figure bounded by straight lines 
mathematics [LL polygonum, fr Gkpolygonon, fr neut of polygd- 
nos polygonal, fr poly- + gonia angle - more at -gon] - polygonal 
/p9'lig(3)nl/ adj, polygonally adv 

'p^y.graph /-.grahf, -,graf/ n an instrument for recording vanations of 
the pulse, blood pressure, etc simultaneously; broadly lie detector - 
polygrapUc A'grafik/ adj 

polygynous /pa'lijmas/ adj 1 of or practising polygyny 2 of a plant 
having many ovanes 

polygyny /pa'lijini/ n having more than 1 wife at a time - compare 

POLYAN13RY, POLYGAMY 

polyhadi'Qn /.poli'heedran/ ii, pi polyhedrooa, polyhedra /-dra/ a solid 
formed by pilane faces mathematics [NL] - polyhedral adj 
.Polyhymnia A'himni'a/ n the Greek Muse of sacred song [L, fr Gk 
Polyymnta] 

'poly.math /-.math/ n one who has a wide range of learning or accom- 
plishments [Gk polymathes very learned, fr poly- + manthanein to learn 
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- more at mathematical] - polymath adj, polymathic /.poli'mathilt/ adj, 
polymathy /pa'limathi/ n 

polymar /'polima/ n a chemical compound or mixture of compounds 
containing repeating structural units and formed by chemical combina- 
tion of many small molecules [ISV, back-formation fr polymenc, fr Gk 
polymeres having many parts, ix poly- + mcros part - more at merit] - 
polymarlaf /'polimanez, pa'hmanez/ vb. polymerization n. polymeric 
Apoli'menk/ adj. polymerically adv 

.polymorphic /-'mawfik/, polymorphous Afjs/ adj having, assuming, 
or occurring in various forms, characters, or styles [Gk polymorphos, fr 
poly- + -morphos -morphous] - polymorphically, polymorphously adv, 
polymorphism n 

polymorphonuclear leucocyte /.poli,mawfoh'nyoohkJi d/ n a 
granulocyte 

Polyneeian /,poli'neez(h)y9n. -s(h)y3n/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Polynesia 2 a group of languages spoken in Polynesia [Polynesia, island 
group in central and south Pacific, fr poly- ^ Gk nesos island] - 
Polynesian adj 

.polyneu'ritla /-nyooo'rietss/ n inflammation or degeneration of several 
nerves at the same time caused by poisons, vitamin deficiency, etc 
[NL] 

'.polynomial /-'nohmyal/ n an algebraic expression of 2 or more terms 
<a ♦ bx + cx’ « a ~ > [poly- + -nomiaJ (as in binomial)] 
^polynomial adj (composed) of or expressed as 1 or more polynomials 
functionsj 

.polynucleotide A'nyoohkli-otied/ n a polymenc nucleotide chain (e g 
a nucleic acid) [ISV] 

polyp Apolip/ n 1 a coelenterate with a hollow cylmdneal body attached 
at one end and haliiug a central mouth surrounded by tentacles at the 
other 2 a projecting mass of tissue (e g a tumour) [MF polype octopus, 
nasal tumour, fr L polypus, fr Gk polypous, fr poly- i pous foot - more 
at foot] - polypoid adj, polypous adj 

polypary /polip(3)n/ n the common structure or tissue m which the 
polyps of compound coelenterates (e g corals) are embedded 
.polypeptide A'peptied/ n a long chain of ammo acids joined by peptide 
bonds [ISV] - polypeptidic /-pep'tidik/ adj 

.polyphagia Afayjya/ n pathologically excessive appetite or eating [Gk 
fr polyphagos] 

polyphagous /pa'lifagas/ adj feeding on many kinds of food [Gk 
polyphagos eating too much, fr poly- + -phagos -phagous] - poly- 
phagy n 

polyphase /polLfayz/, polyphailc /.poli'fayzik/ adj having, using, or 
producing 2 or more phases of alternating current <a ^ machine} 
[ISV] 

.polyphonic A'fonik/, polyphonous /pa'lifanas/ adj of or marke ' by 
polyphony - compare homophonic - polyphonicaily adv, polyphonously 
adv 

polyphony /pa'lifam/ n a style of musical composition in which 2 or 
more independent but organically related voice parts sound against one 
another [Gk polyphonia vanety of tones, fr polyphonos having many 
tones or voices, fr poly- + phone voice - more at 'ban] 
polyphyletic /.polifi'letik/ adj denved from more than 1 ancestral line 
or more than 1 stock (ISV, fr Gk polyphylos of many tnbes. fr poly- + 
phyle tribe - more at phyl-] - polyphyletically adv, polyphylcticism 
/-'letiaiz(3)m/ n 

'poly.ploid Aployd/ adj having or being a chromosome number that is 
a multiple greater than 2 of the haploid number - compare haploid, 
DIPLOID [ISV] > polyploid n. polyploidy n 

polypody /po'lip^/ n a widely distnbuted fern that has a ping 
rooutocks [ME polypodie, fr L polypodium, fr Gk polypodion, fr poly- 
+ pod-, pous foot - more at foot] 

polypropylono /.poli'prohpileen/ n any of vanous plastics or fibres that 
are polymera of propylene 

'poly.rhythm /•,ridh(a)m/ n the simultaneous combination of contrast- 
ing rhythms in a musical composition - polyrhythmic /.poli'ndhmik/ adj, 
polyrkythmicaUy adv 

.poiytaccharidt A'sakoried/ a a carbohydrate (e g cellulose or starch) 
consisting of chains of monosaccharide molecules [ISV] 
polysomous /.poli'seemos, pa'lnimas/ adj having many meanings [LL 
polysemus, fr Gk polysemas, fr poly- + sema sign] - polysemy /-'secmi, 
•'lisami/ n 

.poly'atyrono /-'stie-areen/ n a rigid transparent polymer of styrene used 
esp in moulded products, foams, and sheet materials 
.polytyl'labic Asi'labik/, polysyllabical /-kl/ adj 1 having more than 3 


syllables 2 characterized by polysyllables [ML polysyllabus, fr Gk 
polysyllabos, fr poly- + syllabe syllable] - polysyllabically adv 
'poly,ayllabla A.sibbl/ n a polysyllabic word [modif of ML polysyllaba, 
fr fern of polysyllabus] 

'.polytechnic /-'teknik/ adj relating to or devoted to instruction in many 
technical arts or applied sciences [F polytechnique, fr Gk polyteebnos 
skilled in many arts, fr poly- + techne art - more at technical] 
^polytechnic n a polytechnic school; specif any of a number of British 
institutions oflenng full-time, sandwich, and part-time courses in various 
subjects but with a bias towards the vocational 
.polytetre.fluoro'ethylene /-tetr9.floo9roh'ethilcen/ n » tough trans- 
lucent fluonne-containing plastic used esp for mouldmg articles and for 
nonstick coatings (e g in cooking utensils) 

‘polythe.ism /-thi.iz(9)m/ n belief in or worship of 2 or more gods (F 
polytheisme, fr LGk polytheos polytheistic, fr Gk, of many gods, fr poly- 
^ theos god] - polytheist adj or n, polytheistic A'istik/ adj 
'polythene Atheen/ n any of vanous lightweight ethylene polymen used 
esp for packaging and bowls, buckets, etc [contr of polyethylene] 
.polyto'nelity Atoh'nalati/ n the simuluneous use of 2 or more musical 
keys - polytonal /-'tohnl/ adj, polytonally adv 
.polyun'eatureted /-un'sachooraytid/ adj, of a fat or oil rich in 
unsaturated chemical bonds 

.polyurethane A'yooan.thayn/ n any of vanous polymen used esp in 
foams and paints [ISV] 

.polyvalent A'vaybnt/ adj 1 having a valency greater usu than 2 2 
having more than 1 valency [ISV] - polyvalence n 
.polyvinyl 'chloride A'vienl/ n a plastic used esp as a rubber substitute 
(e g for raincoats and insubtion for wires) [ISV polyvinyl + E chlor- 
ide] 

.poiyzoan A'zoh an/ n a bryozoan [NL Polyzoa, phylum name, fr poly- 
+ -zoa] - poiyzoan adj 

pom /pom/ n, often cap 1 a Pomeranian 2 a Pommy USE infml 
pomace /'pumis/ n sthg (e g apples) crushed to a pulpy mass (e g to 
extract juice for cider-making) [prob fr ML pomacium cider, fr LL 
pomum apple, fr L, fruit] 

pomade /pa'mahd, po-/ n a perfumed ointment for the hair or scalp [MF 
pommade ointment formerly made from apples, fr It pomata, fr porno 
apple, fr LL pomum] - pomade vt 

pomander /po'manda. po-/ n a mixture of aromatic substances enclosed 
in a perforated bag or box and used to scent clothes or linen or formerly 
earned as a guard against infection [ME, modif of MF pome d*ambre, 
lit , apnie or ball of amber] 

pome /poiim/ n a fruit (e g an apple) with an outer thickened fleshy byer 
and a central core with the seeds enclosed in a capsule [ME, fr MF pome, 
pomme apple, pome, ball, fr LL pomum] 

pomegrenete Apomi.granot/ n (an Old World tree that bears) a 
thick-skinned reddish fruit about the size of an orange that contains many 
seeds each surrounded by a tart edible enmson pulp [ME poumgamet, 
fr MF pomme grenate, bt., seedy apple] 

Pomeranian /.poma'raynyan, -m an/ o (any oO a breed of very small 
compact long-haired dogs [Pomeranian, adj, fr Pomeranu, region of N 
Europe] 

'Pomfret .cake /’pumfrit, 'pom-/ n Pontefract care [Pomfret, 
earlier form of Pontefract] 

pomiferoua /po'mif(a)ras/ adj beanng pomes [L pomifer fniitbearing, 
fr pomum + -fer -ferous] 

'pommel Apumal, 'po-/ n 1 the knob on the hilt of a sword 2 the 
protuberance at the front and top of a saddle 3 either of the pair of 
removable handles on the top of a pommel horse [ME pomel, fr MF, fr 
(assumed) VL pomellum ball, knob, fr dim. of LL pomum apple] 
’pommel Apumal/ vt -ll* (NAm -1-, -U*). Apuml-ing/ to pumi^ Vpom- 
me/] 

'pommel .horae n (a men's gymnastic event using) a leather-covered 
honzontal rectangular or cylindrical form with 2 handles on the top that 
IS supported above the ground and is used for swinging and balancing 
feats 

Pommy, Pommie Apomi/ n, often not cap, AustrJt NZ a British person; 
esp a Bntish immigrant [prob short for pomegranate, prob alter, (fr the 
redness of the fruit and British complexions) of rhyming slang Jimmy 
Grant immigrant] > Pommy, Pommie adj 

pomology /po'molaji. poh-/ n fruit growing [NL pomdogia, fr L 
pomum fruit + -Ipgta -logy] - pomoloeical /.poma'lojikl/ adj, pomoloil- 
caily adv, pomologist /po'mobjist/ n 

pomp /pomp/ n 1 a show of magnificence; splendour 2 ostentatious or 
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specious display [ME, fr MF pompe, fr L pompa procession, pomp, fr Gk 
poiDpc act of sending, escort, procession, pomp] 
pompadour /'pompa, dooa. -.daw/ a a woman’s hairstyle in which the 
hair is turned back into a loose full roll round the face [Marquise dc 
Pompadour tl764 mistress of Louis XV of France] 

'pom*pom /'pom ,pom/ n an automatic gun mounted on ships in pairs, 
fours, or eights [imit] 

*pOm-pom n an ornamental ball or tuft used esp on clothing, hats, etc 
[alter, of pompon] 

pompon /"pomponCh)/ n a chrysanthemum or dahlia with small rounded 
flower heads [F, fr MF pompe tuft of nbbons] 
pomposity /pom'posati/ n 1 pompous demeanour, speech, or behaviour 
2 a pompous gesture, habit, or act 

pompous /'pampas/ adj 1 self-important, pretentious <a politician^ 
2 excessively elevated or ornate < rhetoncy [pomp + -ous] - pompously 
adv, pompouaneas n 

*ponco /pons/ n, Br la pimp 2 a man who behaves in an effeminate 
manner - infml [perh fr pounce (talon of bird of prey, act of pounc- 
ing)J 

*poncs VI, Br 1 to pimp 2 to act in a fnvolous, showy, or effeminate 
manner > usu around or about, infml 

poncho /'ponchoh/ n, pi pon^os a cloak resembling a blanket with a slit 
in the middle for the head garment [AmerSp, fr Araucanian 
pontho woollen fabnc] 

poncy, poBcey /*ponsi/ adj, Br (characteristic) of a ponce - infml 
pond /pond/ n a body of (fresh) water usu smaller than a lake [ME ponde 
artificially confined body of water, alter, of pounde enclosure - more at 
♦pound] 

pondor /'ponda/ vt 1 to weigh in the mind, assess 2 to review mentally, 
think over <^cd the events of the dayy ^ vi to think or consider, esp 
quietly, soberly, and deeply [ME ponderen, fr MF ponderer, fr L 
ponderare to weigh, ponder, fr ponder-, pondus weight -< more at 
pendant] - ponderer n 

pondorosa pins /.ponda’rohsa/ n (the strong reddish wood oO a tall N 
American pine with long needles [NL ponderosa, specific epithet of Pinus 
ponderosa, species name, fr L, fern of ponderosus ponderous] 
pondarouB /'pond(a)r3s/ adj 1 unwieldy or clumsy because of weight 
and size 2 oppressively or unpleasantly dull, pedestrian prosey [ME, 
fr MF pondereux, fr L ponderosus. fr ponder-, pondus] - ponderously 
adv, poBderousness n 

pond skater n any of vanous long-legged insects that move about on the 
surface of the water 

'pond, weed /•,weed/ n any of a genus of aquatic plants with jointed 
stems, floating or submerged leaves, and spikes of greenish flowers 
pong /pong/ vi or n, Br (to emit) an unpleasant smell, stink - mfml 
[origin unknown] 

pongoo /pon'jee/ n a thin silk beige or tan fabric of Chinese origin, also 
an imitation of this fabnc in cotton or rayon [Chin (Pek) pen' chi', fr pen' 
own + chi' loom] 

poniard /ponyad/ n a small dagger [MF poignard, fr poing fist, fr L 
pugnus - more at pungent] 

pons /porn/ n, pi pontes /'ponteez/ a broad mass of nerve fibres on the 
lower front surface of the brain nerve [NL, short for pons Varo- 

hi] 

pons Varolii /va'rohli-ie/ n the pons [NL. lit., bridge of Varoli, fr 
Costanzo Varoli tlS7S It surgeon & anatomist] 

Pontafract caka /'pontifrakt/ n a small flat circular liquonce sweet 
[Pontefract, town in Yorkshire, England, place of its manufactqge] 
pontifax /'pontifeks/ n, pJ poBtiflceB /pon'tifi,seez/ a member of the 
council of priests in ancient Rome [L pontific-, pontifex, prob fr pont-, 
pons bridge -i- facere to make - more at find, 'do] 
pontifax maximua /’maksimas/ n the pope [L, greatest pontifl] 
pontiff /pontif/ n a bishop; specif the pope [F pontife, fr L pontific-, 
pontifex] 

'pontifical /pon'ufikl/ adj i of a pontiff or pontifex 2 pretentiously 
dogmatic [L pontificalis, fr pontific-, pontifex] - poBtiflcally adv 
‘pontif ical n 1 episcopal dress; specif the full vestments of bishophood 
worn by a prelate when celebrating a pontifical mass - usu pi with sing 
meaning 2 a book containing the forms for sacraments and rites per- 
formed by a bishop 

pontifical mats n the solemn celebration of the mass by a bishop 
'pontif icata /pon'tiflkat/ n the state, office, or term of office of the pope 
[L pontUhatus, fr pontific-, pontifex] 

^pmtlficata /pon'tifikayt/ vi 1 to officiate as a pontiff 2 to deliver 
diacttiar utterances or dogmatic opinions [ML pontiBcatus, pp of pon- 


tificare, fr L pontific-, pontifex] - pontificator n, pontification 
/-’kaysh(a)n/ n 

pontina /'pontien/ adj of the pons [ISV pont- (fr NL pont-, pons) ^ 

-fjie] 

'pontoon /pon'toohn/ n a flat-bottomed boat or portable float (used in 
building a floating temporary bridge) [F ponton floating bndge, punt, fr 
L ponton-, ponto, fr pont-, pons bndge] 

^pontoon n a gambling card game in which the object is to be dealt cards 
sconng more than those of the dealer up to but not exceeding 2 1 [prob 
alter, of vingt-et-un] 

pony /'pohni/ n 1 a small horse; esp a member of any of several breeds 
of very small stocky horses under 14 2 hands in height 2 a racehorse - 
usu pi; slang 3 Br the sum of £25 ~ slang [prob fr obs F poulenet, dim. 
of F poulain colt, fr ML puJIanus, fr L puJIu^^ young of an animal, foal 
- more at foal] 

'ponytail /-.tayl/ n a hairstyle in which the hair is drawn back tightly 
and tied high at the back of the head 
'pony .trekking n the pastime of riding ponies long distances across 
country in a group 

pooch /poohch/ n dog la - slang [ongin unknown] 
poodle /'poohdl/ n (any oO a breed of active intelligent dogs with a thick 
curly coat which is of 1 colour only [G pudel, short for pudeihund, fr 
pudein to splash (fr pudel puddle, fr LG) < hand dog (fr OHG hunt) - 
more at puddle, hound] 

poof, pouf /poohf, poof/ n, Br an effeminate man or male homosexual - 
chiefly derog [perh fr poof (intcrj used to express contempt)] 
poofter /"poofta/ n. Br a poof ~ chiefly derog [irreg fr ptxi/] 
pooh /pooh/ mterj - used to express contempt, disapproval, or distaste 
at an unpleasant smell [imit] 

‘pooh-, bah /bah/ n, often cap P&B a person holding many public or 
private offices [Pooh-Bah, character beanng the title Lord- 
High-Everything-Else in the comic opera The Mikado by W S Gilbert 
tl911 E librettist & poet] 

,pooh-'pooh vb to express contempt (for) [jyooh] 

'pool /poohl/ n la a small and relatively deep body of usu fresh water (e g 
a still place in a stream or nver) b sihg resembling a pool (c g in depth 
or shapeX^s of lighty 2 a small body of standing liquid, a puddle (lay 
ina - of bloody 3 swimming pooi [ME, fr'OE pol, akin to OHG pfuol 
pool] 

*pool n 1 an aggregate stake to which each player of a game has 
contributed 2 any of vanous games played on a billiard table with 6 
pockets and often 1 5 numbered balls 3 a combination of the interests or 
property of different parties that subjects each party to the same controls 
and a common liability 4 a readily available supply, esp the whole 
quantity of a particular matenal present in the body and available for 
metabolism 5 a facility, service, or group of people providing a service 
for a number of people (e g the members of a business organization) <a 
typing '-y b pi football pools [F poule, lit., hen, fr OF, fern of poui 
cock - more at pullet, perh fr a hen being set as the target and pnze in 
a game] 

’pool vt to contnbute to a common stock (e g of resources or cflbrt) 
'poop /poohp/ /^n enclosed superstructure at the stem of a ship above 
the main deck 3* ship [MF poupe, fr L puppis] 

’poop vt 1 to break over the stem of 2 to receive (a sea or wave) over the 
stem 

’poop vb, chiefly NAm vt to put out of breath, also to tire out ^ vt to 
become exhausted USE (vt A vi) usu + out, mfml [origin unknown] 
poor /poo3, paw/ adj la lacking matenal |)osses.sion$ b of or character- 
ized by poverty 2 less than adequate, meagre <a ^ harvesty 3 exciting 
pity <'^ old souify 4 inferior in quality, vialue. or workmanship <m ~ 
healthy <« ^ essayy 5 humble, unpretentious </n my ^ opinion) 6 of 
land barren, unproductive [ME poure, fr dF povre, fr L pauper, akin to 
L paucus little and to L parere to produce^ parare to acquire - more at 
FEW, pare] - pooriah adj, poorly adv, poornesa n 
'poor .box n a box (e g in a church) into which money for the poor can 
be put 

.Poor 'Clare Alea/ n a member of an austere order of nuns founded by 
St Claire in 1212 

'poor.housa /-.hows/ n workhouse 1 

'poor .law n a law that in former times provided for the relief of the 
poor 

poorly /'pooali/ adj somewhat ill 

.poor-'apiritad adj lacking zest, confidence, or courage - poor-apiritedly 
adv, poor-apiritedBess n 



759 


por 


poor whito n a member of an inferior or underpnvileged white social 
group - chiefly derog 

poove /poohv/ n, Br a poof - chiefly derog [by alter ] 

'pop /pop/ vb -pp- vt 1 to strike or knock sharply, hit <^pcd him one 
on the jawy 2 to push, put, or thrust suddenly <^ped a swerf into his 
mouthy 3 to cause to explode or burst open 4 to shoot at 5 to take 
(drugs) orally or by injection </ie ^ ped pi//s> 6 Br to pawn -- vi la to 
go, come, or enter suddenly or quickly (just <^ped out to do some 
shoppingy b to escape or break away from sthg (c g a point of attachment) 
usu suddenly or unexpectedly 2 to make or burst with a sharp explosive 
sound 3 to protrude from the sockets <e>'es ping in amazement) USE 
(vt A vi) infml [ME poppen, of imit ongin] - pop the question to prop(vse 
marnage - infml 

*pop n 1 a popping sound 2 a flavoured carbonated beverage 3 Br pawn 
2 USE (I A 5) infml ['pop; (2) fr the sound made by pulling a cork from 
a bottle] 

*pop adv like or with a pop; suddenly - infml 
*pop n, chiefly NAm a feather - infml [short for poppa] 

*pop adj popular* e g a of pop music < ^ singer) b of or constituting a mass 
culture widely disseminated through the mass media ( society) 

*pop n POP MUSIC 

pop art n, often cap PAA art that incorporates everyday objects from 
popular culture and the mass media (e g comic stops) - pop artist n 
'pop, corn /-.kawn/ n (the popped kernels oO a maize whose kernels burst 
open when heated to form a white starchy mass 
pope /pohp/ n 1 offen cap the prelate who as bishop of Rome is the head 
of the Roman Catholic church 2 a priest of an Eastern church 3 'rui v 
[ME, fr OE papa, fr LL papa, fr Gk pappas, papas, title of bishops. In . 
papa, (2) Russ pop fr OSlav popu, fr (assumed) WGmc papo, fr Gk 
pappas, papas] 

popery /'pohp(a)n/ n roman Catholicism - chiefly derog 
'pop-, eyed adj having stanng or bulging eyes (e g as a result of surpnse 
or excitement) 

'popgun /-.gun/ n a toy gun that shoots a cork or pellet and produces 
a popping sound, also an inadequate or inefTicient firearm 
popinjay /'popin.jay/ n a strutting supercilious person [ME papejay 
parrot, fr MF papegai, papejai, fr Ar babgha"] 

popish /pchpish/ adj of popery - chiefly derog [pope] ~ popisbiy 
adv 

poplar /'popb/ n 1 (the wood of) any of a genus of slender quick-growing 
trees (e g an aspen) of the willow family 2 tulip irlf [ME poplere, fr 
MF pouplier, fr pouple poplar, fr L populus] 
poplin /'poplin/ n a strong usu cotton fabric in plain weave with crosswise 
ribs [F papeline] 

popliteal /pop'iiti al, .popli'tee al/ adj of the back pan of the leg behind 
the knee joint [NL popliteus, fr L popIiP, poples ham of the knee] 
pop music n modem commercially promoted popular music that is usu 
short and simple and has a strong beat 

pop off VI 1 to leave suddenly 2 to die unexpectedly USE infml 
poppa /popa/ n, NAm a father - infml [alter of papa] 
poppadom /'popadom/ n a ensp wafer-thin pancake of deep-fned dough 
eaten chiefly with Indian food [Tamil-Malayalam pappatam] 
popper /popa/ n, chiefly Br prkss-stud ['pop ♦ *-tR] 
poppet /popit/ n 1 a valve that rises up and down from its seat 2 chiefly 
Br a lovable or enchanting person or animal - infml [ME popet doll, 
puppet - more at puppet] 

poppie /popi/ n, SAfr girlpriend - infml [Afnk. fr pop doll + -te, dim 
suffix] 

'popping ,creaae /*poping/ n either of the lines drawn pcrpendicalarly 
across a cncket pitch 4ft (about 1.22m) in front of each wicket and beiiind 
which the batsman must have a foot or his/her bat on the |round to avoid 
being run out or stumped - compare bowling crease ^ sport 
poppy /'popi/ n any of several genera of plants with showy flowers and 
capsular fruits including the opium poppy and several other plants 
cultivated for their ornamental value [ME pop/, fr OE popaeg, popig, 
modif of L papaver] 

^ 'poppy,COCk /-.kok/ n empty talk; nonsense - infml [D dial, pappekak, 
lit., sofl dung, fr D pap pap + kak dung] 

popsy /'popsi/ n, Br girlfriend - infml, often derog [pop (short for 
poppet) -s + *-y] 

populace /'popyoolos/ n sing or pf in constr the (common) people; the 
masses [MF. fr It popolaccio rabble, pejorative of popolo the people, fr 
L populus] 

popular /*popyoob/ adj 1 of the general public 2 suited to the needs, 
means, tastes, or understanding of the general public <a ~ history of the 


war) 3 having general currency 4 commonly liked or approved <a very 
^ girl) [L popularis of the people, fr populus the people, a people] - 
popularly adv, popularity /.popyoo'larati/ n 

,popular 'front n, often cap PAFa coalition of left-wing political parties 
against a common opponent 

popular ize, -iae /’popyoob.nez/ vt 1 to cause to be liked or esteemed 
2 to present in a generally understandable or interesting form - popula- 
rizer n, popularization /-ne'zaysh(»)n/ n 

populate /'popyoolayt/ vt 1 to have a place in. occupy, inhabit 2 to 
supply or provide with inhabitants; people [ML populatus, pp of populare 
to people, fr L populus people] 

population /,popyoo'laysh(3)n/ n 1 sing or pi in constr the whole 
number of people or inhabitants in a country or region 2 sing or pi in 
constr a body of people or individuals having a quality or charactenstic 
in common <a floating of drifters) 3 all the particles in a particular 
energy level - used esp with reference to atoms in a laser 4 the group of 
organisms inhabiting a particular area 5 a set (e g of individual people or 
Items) from which samples are taken for statistical measurement [LL 
population-, populatio, fr L populus] 

population explosion n a vast usu rapid increase in the size of a living 
population 

populist /'popyoolist/ /I 1 a member of a political party claiming to 
represent the common people 2 a believer in the nghts, wisdom, or virtues 
of the common people [L populus the people] - populism n. populist also 
populistic /-'listik/ adj 

populous /'popyoobs/ adj densely populated [L populosus, fr populus 
people] - populously adv, populousncss n 
‘pop-, up adj of or having a device that causes its contents to spnng up or 
stand out in relief <a ^ toaster) (a ^ book) 
pop up VI to anse suddenly or unexpectedly; c rop up - infml 
porbeagle /'paw.beegl/ n a small shark of the N Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans with a pointed nose and crescent-shaped tail [Corn 
porgh-bugef] 

porcelain /’paws(a)lin/ /i la a type of hard nonporous translucent white 
ceramic ware made from a mixture of kaolin, quartz, and feldspar fired 
at a high temperature b a type of translucent ceramic ware made from 
a mixture of refined clay and ground glass fired at a low temperature 2 
porcelain ware [MF porcelainc co^ne shell, porcelain (fr the resemblance 
of Its finish to the surface of the shell), fr It porcellana, fr porcello vulva, 
lit , little pig, fr L porcellus, dim of porcus pig, vulva, fr the shape of the 
shell] - porcelaneous, porcellaneous /.pawsa'laynyas, -m as/ adj 
porch /pawch/ n la covered usu projecting entrance to a building 
CHURCH 2 SAm a veranda [ME porche, fr OF, tr L porticus portico, fr 
porta gair more at ‘port] 

porcine / pawsien/ adj of or like pigs; esp obese [L porcinus, fr porcus 
pig - more at i arrow] 

porcupine /'pawkyoopien/ n any of vanous ground-living or 
tree-dwelling relatively large rodents with stiff sharp erectile bnstles 
mingled with the hair [ME porkepin, fr MF pore espin, fr Olt porcospino, 
fr L porcus pig + spina spine, pnckle] 

'pore /paw/ vi l to study closely or attentively 2 to reflect or meditate 
steadily USE usu > on, over, or upon [ME pouren] 

'pore n a *r*nutc opening, esp one (e g m a membrane, esp the skin^r 
between soil particles) through which fluids pass or are absorbed 
nerve [ME, fr MF, fr L porus, fr Gk poros passage, pore - more at 
'lari] - pored adj 

porgy /’pawgi/ n, pi porgles, esp collectively porgy (any of vanous fishes 
related to) a blue-spotted enmson spiny-finned food fish of the coasts of 
Europe and America [partly fr earlier pargo (porgy); partly fr earlier 
scuppaug (porgy)] 

poriferan /paw’nftajran/ n sponge lb [denv of L porus pore + 4et 
-ferous] - poriferan, poriferal adj 

pork /pawk/ n the flesh of a pig used as food meat [ME. fr OF, 
pig, fr L porcus] 

porker /'pawka/ n pig la, esp a young pig fattened for food 
.porkpie 'hat /.pawk'pie/ a man’s hat with a low crown, flat top, and 
usu a tumed-up bnm [fr its shape] 

porky /'pawki/ adj fat, fleshy <a young man) - infml [pork 
+ '-y] 

porn /pawn/ n pornography - infml 

pornographer /paw'nografa/ n one who produces or deals in pornogra- 
phy 

pornography /paw'nografi/ n (books, photographs, films, etc contain- 
ing) the depiction of erotic behaviour intended to cause sexual excitement 
[Gk pomographos, adj, writing of prostitutes, fr pome prostitute -i 
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grapban to wnte; akin to Gk pemanai to sell, poros journey - more at 
'FARE, carve) - pornographic /.pawna'grafik/ adj, pomographically 
adv 

fiorous /'pawns/ adj 1 having or full of pores or spaces 2 permeable to 
liquids > poroualy adv, porousness ii, porosity /paw'rosati/ n 
porphyria /paw'iin-a/ n any of vanous usu hereditary abnormalities of 
porphyrin metabolism charactenzed esp by discoloured, usu red, unne, 
extreme sensitivity to light, and phases of mental derangement [NL, fr 
ISV porphynn] 

porphyrin /'pawfirin/ n any of vanous compounds from which others, 
esp of chlorophyll or haemoglobin, are formed [ISV, fr Gk porphyra 
purple) 

porphyry /’pawfiri/ a an igneous rock consisting of crystals (eg of 
feldspar) embedded in a compact mass of surrounding rock [ME porfune, 
fr ML pwphynum, alter, of L porpbyntes, fr Gk porpbyrites (btbos), lit., 
stone like Tynan purple, fr porpbyra purple] > porphyritic /.pawfi'ntik/ 
Mdj 

porpoiaa /'pawpas/ n (any of several small greganous toothed whales 
related to) a blunt-snouted usu largely black whale about 2m (6ft) long 
[ME porpoys, fr MF porpois, fr ML porcoptsas, fr L porcus pig + ptsas 
fish • more at farrow, 'fish) 

porroct /p9'rekt/a<^' extended forwards <an insect witb antennaej [L 
pometus, pp of ponigere to stretch out, fr por- forwards + regere to 
direct - more at portend, 'right) 

porridg* /ponj/ n 1 (sthg with the consistency oO a soft food made by 
boiling a cereal product, esp oatmeal, in milk or water until thick 2 Br 
time spent in pnson - slang [alter, of pottage] 
porring«r /'ponnp/ n a small bowl from which esp soft or liquid foods 
(e g pomdge) arc eaten [alter, of ME poteger, potmger, fr AF potageer, 
fir MF potager of pottage, fr potage pottage) 

'port /pawt/ ala town or city with a harbour where ships, hovercraft, 
etc may take on or discharge cargo or passengers 2 a place where goods 
and people may be permitted to pass into or out of a country [ME, fr OE 
ft OF, fr L portus - more at ford) 

’port n 1 an opening (e g in machinery) for intake or exhaust of a fluid 
2 an opening in a ship's side to admit light or air or to load cargo 3 a 
hole in an armoured vehicle or fortification through which guns may be 
fired [ME porte, fr MF, gate, door, fr L porta passage, gate; akin to L 
portus port) 

’port 0 the position in which a military weapon is earned at the command 
port arms [ME, deportment, beanng, fr MF, fr porter to carry, fr L* 
portare] 

’port adj or a (of or at) the left side of a ship or aircraft looking forwards 
“ compare starboard ship [prob fr 'port or ■port) 

’port vt to turn or put (a helm) to the left - used chiefly as a com- 
mand 

’port a a fortified sweet wine of nch taste and aroma made in Portugal 
[Oporto, seaport in Portugal) 

porta bio /'portabi/ a or adj (sthg) capable of being carried or moved 
about <a ~ typewriter') <a ^ sawmilf) [adj ME, fr MF, fr LL portabihs, 
fr L portare to carry - more at 'fare; n ft adj) - portably adv, portability 
/.porta'bilati/ a 

'portaga /'pawtij/ a 1 the carrying of boats or goods overland from one 
body of water to another 2 the route followed in portage; also a place 
whm such a transfer is necessary [ME, fr MF, fr porter to carry) 
>port*g« Vt to carry over a portage ^ vi to move gear over a portage 
'portai /pawtl/ ala (grand or imposing) door or entrance 2 the point 
at which sthg (e g a disease-causing agent) enters the body [ME,4r MF, 
fr ML portaJe city gate, porch, fr neut of portalis of a gate, fr L porta gate 
- more at 'port] 

’portal adj I the transverse fissure on the underside of the liver where 
most of the vessels enter 2 of or being a portal vein [NL porta transverse 
Assure of the liver, fr L, gate] 

portal vain n a vein that transfers blood from one part of the body to 
another without passing through the heart; esp the vein carrying blood 
from the digestive organs and spleen to the liver 
portamanto /.pawta'mentoh/ ji, pi portaneoti Mi/ a continuous glid- 
ing movement from one note to another by the voice, a trombone, or a 
bowed stringed instrument [It, lit., act of carrying, ft portare to carry. 
ftL) 

portcullla /pawt'kulis/ n a usu iron or wood grating that can prevent 
entry through the gateway of a fortified place by sliding down between 
grooves [ME port cohee, fr MF porte coleke, Ut.. sliding door] 
port da braa /.paw da *brah/ a the technique and practice of arm 
« movement in ballet [F, lit., carriage of the arm] 


Porta /pawt/ n the government of the Ottoman empire [F, short for 
Sublime Porte, lit . sublime gate, fr the gate of the sultan's palace where 
justice was administered] 

portand /paw'tend/ vt 1 to give an omen or anticipatory sign of; bode 
2 to indicate, signify [ME portenden, fr L portendere, fr por- forwards 
(akin to per through) + tendere to stretch - more at for. thin] 
portant /'pawt(3)nt, -tent/ n 1 sthg foreshadowing a coming event; an 
omen 2 prophetic indication or significance [L portentum, fr neut of 
portentus, pp of portendere] 

portantoua /paw'tentas/ adj 1 elicitmg amazement or wonder; prodi- 
gious 2 self-consciously weighty, pompous - portentously adv, porten- 
tousness n 

'portar /"pawta/, fern portress /-tris/ n, chiefly Br a gatekeeper or 
doorkeeper, esp of a large building, who usu regulates entry and answers 
enquiries [ME, fr OF portier, ft LL portanus, ft L porta gate - more at 
'port] 

’portar n 1 sby who carries burdens, specif sby employed to carry luggage 
(e g in a hotel or railway station) 2 a heavy dark brown beer 3 NAm a 
sleeping car attendant [ME portour, fr MF porteour, ft LL portator, fr 
L portatus, pp of portare to carry - more at 'fare; (2) short for porter’s 
beer] 

porterage /'pawt(a)nj/ n (the charge made for) the work performed by 
a porter 

‘porter, house /-.hows/ n a large steak cut from th^back end of the 
sirloin above the nbs and containing part of the fillet meat [arch 
porterhouse (house where porter and other liquors were sold, and where 
such steaks were served)] 

portfolio /pawt'fohli oh/ n, pi portfolios 1 a hinged cover or flexible case 
for carrying loose papers, pictures, etc 2 the oflice of a government 
minister or member of a cabinet (fbe defence 3 the secunties held 
by an investor [It portafoglio, fr portare to carry (fr L) + foglio leaf, sheet, 
fr L folium - more at bi ade, (2) fr the use of such a case to carry 
documents of state] 

porthole /'pawt.hohl/ n 1 a usu glazed opening, esp in the side of a ship 
or aircraft 2 'port 2 ['po/t) 

portico /pawtikoh/ n, pi porticoes, porticos a colonnade or covered 
veranda, usu at the entrance of a building and charactenstic of cla.ssical 
architecture [It, fr L porticus - more at por,ch] 
portiere /.pawti'eo/ n a curtain hanging across a doorway [F portiere, 
fr OF, fern of portier porter, doorkeeper] 

'portion /'pawsh(a)n/ n 1 a part or share of sthg e g a a helping of food 
b archaic a dowry 2 an individual’s lot or fate [ME, fr OF, fr L portion-, 
portio, akin to L part-, pars part] 

’portion vt to divide into portions, distribute - often + out 
'portlonleee /-lis/ adj having no portion, esp having no dowry or 
inhentance 

portlend cement /"pawtland/ n a hydraulic cement made from lime 
and clay [fr its resemblance to portland stone] 
portlend stone n a limestone much used in building [Isle of Portland, 
peninsula in Dorset. England, where the limestone is found] 
portly /'pawtli/ adj rotund, stout ['port (deportment, bearing) + '-ly, 
ong sense, of dignified bearing] - portliness n 
'portmanteau /pawt'mantoh/ n, pi portmanteaus, portmanteaux 
/'tohz/ a trunk for a traveller’s belongings that opens into 2 equal parts 
[MF portemanteau, fr porter to carry (fr L portare) ^ manteau mantle, 
ft L mantellum] 

’portmenteeu adj combining more than 1 use or quality 

portmenteau word a blend 2 

.port of 'cell n 1 a port where ships custooianly stop during a voyage 
2 a stop included in an itinerary 

portrait /'pawtrit, -trayt/ n 1 a pictorial likeness of a person 2 a verbal 
portrayal or representation [MF, fr pp of portraire] - portraitist n 
portraiture /'pawtricha/ n the art of ma^ng portraits 
portray /paw’tray/ vt 1 to make a picture of; depict 2a to describe in 
words b to play the role of [ME portmien, fr MF portraire, ft L 
protrabere to draw forth, reveal, expose, fr pro- forth + trahere to draw 
- more at 'pro-, draw] - portrayer n 

portrayal /paw'tray(a)l/ n 1 the act or process of portraying; representa- 
tion 2 a portrait 

portreaa /*pawtri8/ n a female porter 

Port Salut /.paw salooh (Fr por saly)/ n a pale yellow mild-flavoured 
cheese [F port-du-saJut, port-saiut, fr Port du Salut, Trappist abbey in 
NW France] 

Portuguaaa /.pawchoo'geez, .pawtyoo'geez/ n, pi Portuguese 1 a na^e 
or inhabitant of Portugal 2 the language of esp Portugal and Brazil 
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lANouAtii {Pg /) 0 rru^u«, adj & n, fr Por/u^aA country m SW Europe, 
fr I Portm Calc Oporto, seaport m NW Portugal] - Portuguese adj 
Portuguese man-of-war n any of several large floating jellyfishes 
with very long stinging tentacles 

'pose /pohz/ vt 1 to place (e g a model) in a studied attitude 2 to put or 
set forth, offer <//i;s altitude a threat to our hopes for peace) 3 to 
present for attention or consideration (Jet me ^ a question) — v/ 1 to 
assume a posture or attitude, usu for artistic purposes 2 to affect an 
attitude or character, posture <'-d as an honest man) [ME posen, fr MF 
poser, fr (assumed) VL pausare (influenced in meaning by L pos-, perfect 
stem of ponere to put, place), fr LL, to stop, rest, pause, fr L pausa 
pause] 

’pose n 1 a sustained posture, esp one assumed for artistic purposes 2 an 
assumed attitude of mind or mode of behaviour 
'poser /'pohM/ n a puzzling or baffling question [pose (to puzzle, baffle), 
short for earlier appose, fr ME apposen, alter of opposen to oppose, fr 
MF opposer - moie at oppose] 

’poser n a poseur ['posf f ^-er] 

poseur /poh'zuh/ n an affected or insincere person [F. lit . poser, fr poser 
to pose] 

'posh /posh/ adj 1 very fine, splendid <a new car) 2 socially exclusive 
or fashionable, broadly upper-class (a Knightsbndge address) - often 
dcrog USiL infml [perh fr obs posh, n (money, dandy)] 

’posh adv in a posh accent - infml (talk ) 

posit /puzit/ \t to assume or affirm the existence of, postulate [L 
positus, pp] 

'position /pa'7ish(a)n/ n 1 the statement of a proposition or thesis 2 an 
opinion, ptiiNi OF VIEW (made her ^ on the issue clear) 3 a market 
commitment m s<*( or commodities, also the inventory of a market 
trader 4a the place cKcupied by sby or sthg (house in an attractive ^ 
overlooking the sea), also the proper place (the cars are now in the 
starting — > b a disposition or attitude of (a part oO the body (rose to 
a standing - > 5a a condition, situation <« now in a to make important 
decisions on his own) b social or official rank or status c a situation that 
confers advantage or preference (jockeying for ^ ) 6 the disposition of 
the notes of a chord 7 a post, )ob - fml [MF, fr L position-, positio, fr 
positus, pp of ponere to lay down, put, place, fr (assumed) OL postnere, 
fr po- away (akin to Gk apo-) ♦ L smere to lay, leave -- more at sirr] 
’position vt to put in a proper or specified position 
positional /p3'zish(3)nl/ adj of or fixed by position astronomy) 
'positive /'pozativ/ adj la expressed clearly or peremptonly (her answer 
was a no> b fully assured, confident that he is right) 2 of or 
constituting the simple form of an adjective or adverb that express no 
degree of companion 3 incontestable < - proof) 4 utter <a ^ disgrace) 
5 real, active (a — influence for good in the community) 6a capable of 
being constructively applied, helpful <, ~ advice) b concentrating on what 
IS good or beneficial, optimistic (has a — attitude towards his illness) 7a 
having or expressing actual existence or quality as distinguished from 
deficiency b not speculative, empincal 8 having the light and dark parts 
similar in tone to those of the onginal photographic subject 9a in a 
direction arbitranly or customanly taken as that of increase or pro- 
gression < - angles) b directed or moving towards a source of stimulation 
(a response to light) 10 numencally greater than zero (* 2 is a ^ 
integer) 1 la of being, or charged with electncity as a result of a deficiency 
of electrons b having higher eiectnc potential and constituting the part 
from which the current flows to the external circuit 12a marked by or 
indicating acceptance, approval, or affirmation b showing the presence 
of sthg sought or suspected to be present (a ^ test for blood) 13 of a 
lens converging light rays and forming a real inverted image [ME, 
formally laid down, fr OF posittf, fr L posittvus, fr positus] - positively 
adv, posltivencss n 

’positive n sthg positive- eg a the positive degree or form of an adjective 
or adverb b sthg about which an affirmation can be made; reality c a 
positive photograph or a print from a negative 
positivism /'pozitiviz(a)m/ n 1 a theory rejecting theology and meta- 
physics in favour of knowledge based on the scientific observation of 
natural phenomena 2 iogical positivism [F positmsme, fr positif 
positive + -isme -ism] - poaitivist s^) or n, poaitivisdc /-'vistik/ adj 
positron /'pozitron/ n a positively charged elementary particle that has 
the same mass and magnitude of charge as the electron and is the 
antiparticle of the electron [positive + -tron (as in electron)] 
positronium /.pozi'trohnyam, -ni-am/ n a short-lived system that con- 
sists of a positron and an electron bound together \]X)Sitrott -f -turn] 
posso /posi/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a body of people summoned by a 
shenfT, esp in N America, to assist in preserving the public peace, usu in 


an emergency 2 a large group, often with a common interest [ML poise 
comitatus, lit , power or auihonty of the county] 
possess /pa'zes/ vt la to make the owner or holder - + of or with b 
to have possession of 2a to have and hold as property, own b to have as 
an attribute, knowledge, or skill 3a to take into one's possession b to 
influence so strongly as to direct the actions (whatever -^ed her to act 
like that?), also, of a demon, evil spirit, etc to enter into and control [ME 
possessen, fr MF possesser to have possession of, take possession of, fr L 
possessus, pp of possidere, fr potis able, in power + sedere to sit - more 
at PoitNT, sit] - possessor n 

pos'tessed adi 1 influenced or controlled by sthg (e g an^il spirit or 
a passion) 2 mad, crazed - possessedly /-sidli/ adv, possessedness 
/-sidnis/ n 

possession /pa'zcsh(3)n/ n la the act of having or taking into control 
b ownership, also control or occupancy (e g of property) without regard 
to ownership 2a sthg owned, occupied, or controlled b pi wealth, 
property 3 domination by sthg (eg an evil spmt or passion) - pos- 
sessional adj 

'possessive /pa'zesiv/ adj 1 manifesting possession or the desire to own 
or dominate (a mother) 2 of or being the grammatical possessive - 
possessively adv, posscssiveness n 

’possessive n (a form in) a grammatical case expressing ownership or a 
similar relation - compare genitive 

possessory /p3'7cs(a)n/ adj of or having possession (a ^ interest) 
posset /'posit/ n a comforting hot beverage of sweetened and spiced milk 
curdled with ale or wine, also a dessert made with cream, eggs, sugar and 
usu lemon [ME poshet, possot] 

possibility /.posa'bibti/ n 1 the condition or fact of being possible 2 
sthg possible 3 potential or prospective value - usu pi with sing, meaning 
(the house had great possibilities) 

'possible /'posahl/ adj 1 within the limits of ability, capacity, or realiza- 
tion 2 capable of being done or occurring according to nature, custom, 
or manners 3 that may or may not occur (it is ^ but not probable that 
he will win) 4 having a specified potential use, quality, etc <a housing 
site) [ME, fr MF, fr L possibilis, fr posse to be able, fr potis, pote able 
< esse to be - more at pot ent, is] 

’possible n 1 sthg possible (politics is the art of the ^) 2 sby or sthg 
that may be selected for a specified role, task, etc (a ^ for the post of 
Chancellor) 

possibly /^posabli/ adv 1 it is possible that; maybe there is life on 
Mars) (he may ^ have caught a later tram) 2 - used as an iniensifier 
with can or could (you can't eat all that cake) (I’ll do all I ^ can to 
have It ; ady on time) 

possum ^pos(a)m/ n an opossum - not used technically 
'post /pohsl/ n 1 a piece of timber, metal, etc fixed firmly in an upnght 
position, esp as a stay or support 2 a pole marking the starting or finishing 
point of a horse race 3 a goalpost [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG pfosto post, 
both fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed fr L postis; akin to Gk pro 
before & to Gk histasthai to stand - more at for, stand] 

’post vt 1 to fasten to a wall, board, etc in order to make public - ofien 
^ up 2 to publish, announce, or advertise (as iO by use of a placard 
’post n I (a single despatch or delivery oO the mail handled by a postal 
system 2 chiefly Br a postal system or means of posting 3 archaic (the 
distance between) any of a senes of stations for keeping horses for relays 
[MF poste relay station, courier, fr Olt posta relay station, fr fern of posto, 
pp of porre to place, fr L ponere - more at position] 

^ost vt 1 to send by post <*^3 letter) 2a to transfer or carry from a book 
of ongmal entry to a ledger b to make transfer entnes in 3 to provide 
with the latest news; inform (kept her -^ed on the latest gossip) 

’post adv with post-horses, express 

’post n la the place at which a soldier is stationed b a station or task to 
which one is assigned c the place at which a body of troops is stationed 
2a an office or position to which a person is appointed b (the position oO 
a player in basketball who provides the focal point of the attack 3 a 
trading post, settlement 4 Br either of 2 bugle calls giving notice of the 
hour for retmng at night [MF poste, fr Olt posto, fr pp of poire to 
place) 

’post vt 1 to station (guards were ^edat the doors) 2 chiefly Br to assign 
to a unit or location 

post* prefix la after, subsequent, later <posUfare> b postenor; following 
after (postscript) (postconscmantal) 2a subsequent to; later than 
(postoperative) (post-Pleistocene) b situated behind <postorbiia/> (ME, 
fr L. fr post, adv & prep; akin to Skt paica behind, after, Gk apo away 
from - more at of] 
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postage /'pohsttj/ n (markings or stamps representing) the fee for a 
postal service 

'postaga , meter n, SAm a franking machine 
'poatage .stamp n an adhesive or impnnted stamp used as evidence of 
prepayment of postage 

postal /pohstl/ adj 1 of or being a system for the conveyance of written 
material, parcels, etc between a large number of users 2 conducted by post 
chessy - poatally adv 

'postal .order n, Br an order issued by a post ofTice for payment of a 
specified sum of money usu at another post office 
'postbag /-.bag/ n.Br la mailbag 2 a smgle batch of mail usu delivered 
to 1 address 

'postbox A, boles/ n a secure receptacle for the posting of outgoing 
mail 

'postboy /-.boy/ /i 1 a postilion 2 chiefly Br a boy or man who deals 
with post 

'postcard /-.kahd/ Ji a card that can be posted without an enclosing 
envelope 

.post 'chaise /shayz/ n a usu closed 4-wheeled carriage ^eating 2 to 4 
people [’post] 

•postclassical /-'klasiki/, postclaaaic adj of or being a period (e g in art. 
literature, or civilization) following a classical one 
'postcode A.kohd/ n a combination of letters and numbers that is used 
in the postal address of a place in the UK to assist sorting - compare zip 
CODE 

.postdate A'dayt/ vt la to date with a date later than that of execution 
a cheque} b to assign (an event) to a date subsequent to that of actual 
occurrence - compare backdate 2 to follow in time 
poster Apohsta/ n a (decorative) bill or placard for display often in a 
public place [^pos/] 

poste restante /.pohst 'restont/ n, chiefly Br mail that is intended for 
collection from a post office (F. lit., waiting mail] - poste restante 
adv 

'posterior /po'stbri a/ adj 1 later in time, subsequent 2 situated behind 
or towards the back eg a of an animal part near the tail, caudal b of 
the human body or its parts dorsal $ofa plant part (on the side) facing 
towards the stem or axis; also superior Sa USE compare anterior 
(L, compar of posterus commg after, fr post after - more at post-] - 
poateriorly adv, posteriority /po,sti3n'ordti/ n 
’posterior n the buttocks 

posterity /po'sterati/ n 1 sing or pi in constr all the descendants of 1* 
ancestor 2 all future generations [ME postente, fr MF postente, fr L 
posteritat-, postentas, fr posterus coming after] 
postern Apostuhn. 'poh-/ n a back door or gate [ME posteme, fr OF, 
alter of posterle, fr LL postervla, dim of postera back door, fr L. fern of 
posterus] - postern adj 

'poster .paint n an opaque watercolour paint containing gum 
.post-free adv, chiefly Br postpaid 

.postgraduate /-'gradyoo-at/ n a student continuing higher education 
after completing a first degree - postgraduate adj 
.posthaste A'hayst/ adv with all possible speed [^post (couner) ^ 
haste] 

'post .horn n a simple wind instrument with cupped mouthpiece used esp 
by postilions in the 18th and 19th c 

'post-, horse n a horse formerly kept for use by couriers or mail 
carriers 

posthumous Apostyoomas/ adj 1 bom after the death of the father 2 
published after the death of the author or composer 3 following or 
occurring after death <-» fame} [L posthumus, alter, (influenced by 
humus ground) of postumus late-bom, posthumous, fr superl of posterus 
coming after - more at posterior] - posthumously adv, posthumous- 
ocas n 

posthypnotic suggestion /.pohst-hip'notik/ n the giving of instruc- 
tions or suggestions to a hypnotiz^ person which he/she will act on when 
no longer in a trance 

poatiche /po'steesh/ tt a wig; esp a toupee [F, fr Sp postizo] 
postle Apohsti/ n a postal worker ~ infml (’post (courier, postman) 
-ie] 

postilion, postilUoB /po'stilyan/ n sby who rides as a guide on the near 
horse of one of the pairs attached to a coach or post chaise, esp without 
a coachman [MF postilion mail carrier using post-horses, fr It postigl- 
ione, fir posu post] 

Postimpresslonism /.pohstim'preshaniz(a)m/ n a theory or practice 
in ait that reacted against impressionism by stressing the formal or 
subjjective elements in a painting [F postimpressionisme, fr post- 4 


impressionisme impressionism] - Postlmprcsslontst adj or n, Postim- 
pressionlstic /-.presha'nistik/ adj 

'potting Apohsting/ n the act of transferring an entry to the proper 
account in a ledger; also the resultant entry [*posr] 

’potting n an appointment to a post or a command [’post] 

'pottman /-man/, fern 'post,woman n sby who delivers the post 
.pottman't 'knock n a children's game in which a kiss is the reward 
for the pretended delivery of a letter 

'pottmark /-.mahk/ vt or n (to mark with) a cancellation mark showing 
the post office and date of posting of a piece of mail 
'pottmatter /-.mahsta/, fern 'postmistress n sby who has charge of a 
post office - postmastership n 

.pottmatter 'general n, pi postmasters general an official in charge 
of a national post office 

.poet me'ridiem /ma'ndi am/ adj being after ncxin - abbr pm [L] 
.poatmil'Iennial Ami'leni-al/ adj coming after or relating to the period 
after the millennium 

'.pottmortem /-'mawtam/ adj 1 occurnng after death 2 following the 
event <a - appraisal of the game} [L post mortem after death] 
’pottmortem n 1 also postmortem examination an examination of a 
body after death for determining the cause of death or the character and 
extent of changes produced by disease 2 an examination of a plan or event 
that failed, in order to discover the cause of failure 
.pott'natal /-'naytl/ adj subsequent to birth, also of or relating to a 
newborn child [ISV] - postnatally adv 
.pottnuptial /-'nupsh(a)l/ adj made or occurring after marriage or 
mating - postnuptially adv 

.post-obit /-'obit, -'ohbit/ adj occurnng or taking cfTcci after death [L 
post ohitum after death] 

'post .office n 1 a national usu governmental organization that runs a 
postal system, specif, cap P&O the corporation that fulfils this function 
in the UK 2 a local branch of a national post office 3 NAm pos i man's 
KNOCK 

.postoperative /-'op(d)r3tiv/ adj following a surgical operation [ISV] 
- postoperatively adv 

.postpaid /-'payd/ adv with the postage paid by the sender and not 
chargeable to the receiver 

postpartum A'pahtam/ adj following bn^ <- period) [NL post 
partum after birth] - postpartum ad\' 

postpone /pa'spohn, ,pohs(t)'pohn/ vt to hold back to a later time, defer 
[L postponere to place after, postpone, fr post- i ponere to place - more 
at position] - postponable adj, postponement n, postponer n 
.postpositive A'pozativ/ adj placed after or at the end of another word 
[LL postpositivus, fr L postpositus, pp of postponere] - postpositively 
adv 

.postprandial A'prandi-al/ adj following a meal - fml or humor 
postscript /'pohs(t).sknpt/ n 1 a note or senes of notes appended to a 
completed article, a book, or esp a letter 2 a subordinate or supplemen- 
tary part [NL pmtscnptum, fr L, neut of postsenptus, pp of postsenbere 
to wnte after, fr post- + senbere to wnte - more at 'scribf] 
.post-'structuralism A5trukch(a)rahzdm, -izm/ n a cntical approach 
that is a reaction against structuralism, that draws on Freudian psycho- 
analytic theones, and that regards a text (e g in literature or history) as 
being autonomous and as yielding an indeterminate number of possible 
interpretations - poit-structuralist n or ad)' 

.postsynaptic /-si'naptik/ adj situated or occurnng just after a nerve 
synapse - postsynaptically adv 

postulant Apostyoobnt/ n a person seeking admission to a religious 
order [F, petitioner, candidate, postulant, fr MF, fr prp of postuler to 
demand, solicit, fr L postulare] - postulaney n 
'postulate Apo$tyoo,iayt/ vt I to a.ssume Or claim as true 2 to assume 
as a postulate or axiom [L postulatus, pp of postulare, fr (assumed) 
postus, pp of L poscere to ask; akin to OHQ/brsc;a question, Skt pfcchati 
he asks] - pottuladoa /-'laysh(3)n/ n, poatalstioiuU adj 
’postulate Apostyoobt/ n 1 a hypothesis advanced as a premise in a train 
of reasoning 2 axiom 2a [ML pmtulatum^ fr neut of postulatus, pp of 
postulare to assume, fr L, to demand] 

'posture Aposcha/ n 1 the position or bearing of (relative parts oO the 
body 2 a state or condition, esp in relation to other people or things (put 
the country in a of defence} 3 a frame of mind; an attitude (his - 

of moral supeiionty} [F, fr It postura, fr L positura, fr positus, pp of 
ponere to place - more at position] > poaturid adj 
’posture w 1 to assume a posture; esp to strike a pose for effect 2 to 
assume an artificial or insincere attitude; attitudinize - poaturer n 
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postwar /.pohsl'waw/ adj of or being the penod after a war, cap WW I 
or II 

posy /'pohzi/ n a small bouquet of flowers; a nosegay {alter of 
poesy] 

'pot /pot/ n la any of vanous usu rounded vessels (eg of metal or 
earthenware) used for holding liquids or solids, esp in cooking b a potful 
<a of coffee'^ 2 an enclosed framework for catching fish or lobsters 3 

a drinking vessel (e g of pewter) used esp for beer 4 the total of the bets 
at stake at I time 5 Bra shot in billiards or snooker in which an object 
ball IS pocketed 6 NAm the common fund of a group 7 a large amount 
(of money) - usu pi with sing meaning; infml 8 a potbelly - infml 9 
cannabis; specif marijuana - slang [ME, fr OE potf, akin to MLG pot 
pot] 

*pot vb -tt* vt la to place in a pot b to preserve in a sealed pot, jar, or 
can <^ted chicken^ 2 to shoot (e g an animal) for food 3 to make or 
shape (earthenware) as a potter 4 to embed (e g electronic components) 
in a container with an insulating or protective matenal (e g plastic) 5 to 
sit (a young child) on a potty ^ v/ to take a potshot 
potable /'pohubl/ adj suitable for dnnking [LL potabdis, fr L potare to 
dnnk; akin to L bibere to dnnk, Gk pinein] - potableneas n, potability 
/.pohta'bibti/ n 

potage /po'tahzh/ n a thick soup - compare pottage [MF, fr OF, 
pottage] 

potash /'potash/ n la potassium carbonate, esp from wood ashes b 
potassium hydroxide 2 potassium or a potassium compound, esp as used 
in agnculture or industry [earlier pot ashes, trans of obs D potaschen. fr 
Its being ong obtained by leaching wood ashes & evaporating the lye in 
iron pots] 

potassium /|}w'tas\»,»rii, M-am/ n a soft light univalent metallic element 
of the alkali n^tal group that occurs abundantly in nature, esp combined 
in minerals periodic tabi e [NL, fr potassa potash, fr E potash] 
- potassic adj 

po.tassium 'chlorate n a salt that is used as an oxidizing agent in 
matches, fireworks, and explosives 

po.tassium 'cyanide n a very pi^isonous salt used esp in electroplat- 
ing 

po.tassium 'nitrate n a salt that occurs as a product of nitrification in 
arable soils, is a strong oxidizer, and is used esp in making gunpowder and 
in preserving meat 

po.tassium per'manganate n a dark purple salt used as an oxidizer 
and disinfectant 

potassium sodium tartrate n rcxtiielle sait 
potation /poh'taysh(a)n/ n an act or instance of drinking, also a usu 
alcoholic drink - fml or humor [ME potacioun, fr MF potation, fr L 
potation-, potatio act of dnnking, fr potatus, pp of potare] 
potato /pa'taytoh/ n, pi potatoes 1 sweet poiato 2 a plant of the 
nightshade family widely cultivated in temperate regions for its edible 
starchy tubers; also a potato tuber eaten as a vegetable [Sp batata, fr 
Tamo] 

potato chip /I 1 chiefly Br chip 6a 2 NAm a ensp 
potato crisp n, chiefly Br a ensp 

.potbelly /-'bell/ n an enlarged, swollen, or protruding abdomen - 

potbellied adj 

'potboiler /-.boyb/ n a usu infenor work (eg of art or literature) 
produced chiefly to make money 

'pot-,bound adj, of a potted plant having roots so densely matted as to 
allow little or no space for further growth 
'potboy /-,boy/ n a boy who serves drinks in a uvem 
poteen, potheen /po'cheen, po'teen/ n Insh whiskey illicitly distiUed; 
broadly any distilled alcoholic dnnk made at home [IrGael poitin, dim 
of pota pot, fr E pot] 

potent /'poht(9)nt/ adj 1 having or wielding force, authonty, or influ- 
ence; powerful < arguments} 2 achieving or bnnging about a particular 
result; effective 3 chemically or medicinally effective <a ^ vaccine} 4 
producing an esp unexpectedly powerful reaction; strong ithis whisky is 
^ stuff} S esp of a male able to have sexual intercourse [ME (Sc), fr L 
potent-, potens, fr prp of (assumed) L potere to be powerful, fr L potis, 
pote able; akin to Goth bruth/bths bridegroom. Ok posis husband, Skt pati 
master] - potently adv, potence /-t(a)ns/ n, potency n 
potentate /'poht(d)n,tayt/ n one who wields controlling power 
'potential /p 9 'tensh(a)l/ adj 1 existing in possibility; capable of being 
made real benefits} 2 of or constituting a verb phrase expressing 
possibility [ME, fr LL potentiaJis, fr potentia potentiality, fr L, power, 
fr potent-, potens] - potentially adv 

‘potential n 1 sthg that can develop or become actual; possible capacity 


or value <a ^ for violence} 2 potential, potential difference the difference 
between the voU^es at 2 points (eg in an electrical circuit or in an 
electncal field) physics 

potential energy n the energy that sthg has because of its position or 
because of the arrangement of parts 
potentiality /p3,tenshi'abti/ n potential I 
potentiate /pa'tenshi.ayt/ vt to make effective or more effective, specif 
to act on (a drug or its effects) so as to produce a greater overall ^ect 

- potentiator n, potentiation /-'aysh(o)n/ n 

potentilla /.poht(a)n'tib/ n any of a large genus of herbaceous plants and 
shrubs (eg a cinquefoil) of the rose family [NL, genus name, fr ML. 
garden heliotrope, fr L potent-, potens] 

potentiometer /pa.tenshi'omita/ n 1 an instrument for measunng 
electromotive force 2 a resistor that can be tapped at any point to provide 
a range of potential differences from a single power source [ISV potential 
-o- ^ -meter] - potentiometric Ashi-a'metnk/ adj, potentiooetrically 
adv 

‘potful /-f(3)l/ n as much or as many as a pot will hold 
potheen /po'cheen, po'teen/ n poteen 

'pother /'podha/ n 1 a noisy disturbance, a commotion 2 needless 
agitation over a trivial matter, fuss [ongin unknown] 

‘pother vb to put into or be in a pother 

potherb /'pot.huhh/ n a herb whose leaves or stems are cooked for use 
as greens, also one (e g parsley) used to season food 
'‘pothole /-.hohl/ n I a circular hole worn in the rocky bed of a nver 
by stones or gravel whirled round by the water 2 a natural vertically 
descending hole in the ground or in the floor of a cave; also a system of 
these usu linked by caves 3 an unwanted hole in a road surface - potholed 
adj 

‘pothole VI to explore pothole systems - potholer n 
'pothook /-.hook/ n 1 a curved, esp S-shaped, hook for hanging or 
lifting pots and kettles 2 a wntten character resembling a pothook 
'pothunter /-.hunta/ n sby who shoots animals indiscriminately rather 
than as a sport ~ pothunting n 

potion Apohshfaln/ n a mixed drink, esp of medicine, often intended to 
produce a specified effect <a love - } [ME pocioun, fr MF potion, fr L 
potion-, potio dnnk, potion, fr potus, pp of potare to dnnk - more at 
K)TABLE] 

potlatch /'poi.lach/ n a ceremonial feast of N Amencan Indians marked 
by the giving and receiving of lavish gifts [Chinook Jargon, fr Nootka 
patshatl giving] - potlatch vb 

.pot'luck /-'luk/ n 1 food that is available without special preparations 
being made 2 whatever luck or chance bnngs - esp in take potluck 
potoroo /.pohta'rooh/ n, pi potoroos rat kangaroo [native name in 
New South Wales, Australia] 

'pot .plant n a plant grown in a pot, usu for ornament (eg in a 
house) 

potpourri /.pohpa'ree, poh'pooan/ n 1 a mixture of dned flowers, herbs, 
and spices, usu kept in ajar for its fragrance 2 a miscellaneous collection; 
a medley [F pot poum, lit . rotten pot] 

'pot .roast n a joint of meal cooked by braising, usu on the top of a cooker 

- pot-roast vt 

'potsherd /-.shuhd/ n a pottery fragment [ME pot-sherd, fr pot ^ sherd 
shard] 

'potshot /-.shot/ n la shot taken in a casual manner or at an easy target 
2 a critical remark made in a careless manner [fr the notion that such a 
shot IS unsportsmanlike and worthy only of sby wishing to fill a cooking 
pot] 

pottage /potij/ n a thick soup of vegeubles (and meat) -- compare 
POTAGE [ME potage, fr OF, fr pot pot, of Gmc origin; akin to OE pott 
pot] 

potted /potid/ adj 1 planted or grown in a pot 2 chiefly Br abridged 
or summanzed, usu in a simplified or popular form biographies} 
'potter /’pota/ n one who makes pottery [ME pottere, fr OE, fr pott 
pot] 

‘potter VI 1 to spend time in aimless or unproductive activity - often + 
around or about gloves to ~ around at home} 2 to move or travel in a 
leisurely or random fashion {avoided the motorways and ^ed along 
country lanes} [prob freq of E dial, pote (to poke), fr ME poten, ft OE 
potian] 

pottei^s field n a public burial place for paupers, unknown people, and 
cnminals [fr the mention in Mt 27.7 of the purchase of a potter's field 
for use as a graveyard] 

potter's wheel n a horizontal disc revolving on a vertical spindle, on 
which clay is shaped by a potter 
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pottery /'pot(3)n/ o 1 a place where ceramic ware is made and fired 2a 
the art or craft of the potter b the manufacture of pottery 3 articles of 
fired clay; esp coarse or hand-made ceramic ware 
potto /'potoh/ ih p! pottoa any of several African primates; esp a W 
African pnmate that has a vestigial index finger and tail [of Niger-Congo 
origin; akin to Wolof pata, a tailless monkey] 

'potty /'poti/ Mdjp cbiehy Br 1 slightly crazy (thMt noise is dnving me 
2 foolish, silly <a idea} 3 having a great interest or liking about 
her new boyfhendy USE infml [prob fr 'pot] - pottfnaas n 
spotty n a chamber pot, esp for a small child ['por + *•>] 

'pouch /powch/ o 1 a small drawstring bag earned on the person 2 a 
bag of small or moderate size for storing or transporting goods; specif a 
lockable bag for mail or diplomatic dispatches 3 an anatomical structure 
resembling a pouch: e g a a pocket of skin in the abdomen of marsupials 
for carrying their young b a pocket of skin in the cheeks of some rodents 
used for storing food c a loose fold of skin under the eyes 4 an 
arrangement of cloth (e g a pocket) resembling a pouch [ME pouche, fr 
MF. of Gmc origin; akin to OE pocca bag] - pouched adt 
*pouch vr 1 to put (as lO into a pouch 2 to form (as if) into a pouch <h/5 
face was ~ed and lined from fatigue') ^ vi to form a pouch 
pouf /poof, poohf/ n a poof 

pouffo. pouf /poohf/ n a large stuffed cushion that serves as a low seat 
or footrest [F pou/sthg mflated, of imit ongin] 

Poujaditm /pooh'zhah.diz(a)m/ n advocacy of the political nghts and 
interests of the petite bourgeoisie [Pierre Poujade b 1920 F politician] - 
Poaladift adl or n 

'poult /pohlt/ n a young turkey or other fowl [ME polel, pulte young fowl 

- more at pullet] 

*poult n a plain-weave silk fabnc with slight crosswise nbs [short for 
pouJt-de~5oie, fr F pou-de-soie, pouJt-de-soie] 

poultoror /'pohlt(3)ra/ n one who deals in poultry, poultry products, or 
game [alter, of ME pulter, fr MF pouletier] 

'poultice /‘pohltis/ n a soft usu heated and sometimes medicated mass 
spread on cloth and applied to inflamed or injured parts (e g sores) [ML 
puffes pap, fr L, pi of pult-, puls porridge - more at 'pulse] 

‘poultico vt to apply a poultice to 

poultry /'pohltri/ n domesticated birds (e g chickens) kept for eggs or 
meat (ME pultne, fr MF pouletene, fir OF, fr pouletier poulterer, fr polet 

- more at pullet] 

'pounce /powns/ vi 1 to swoop on and seize sthg (as iQ with talons 2 
to make a sudden assault or approach [ME pounce talon, sting, prob by* 
shortemng A alter, fr punson pointed tool, dagger, fr MF poinfon - more 
at 'punch] 

*pounco n the act of pouncing 

*pounco n 1 a fine powder formerly used to prevent ink from blotting 2 
a fine powder for making stencilled patterns [F ponce pumice, fr LL 
pomk-, pomex, alter, of L pumic-, pumex - more at foam] 

'pound /pownd/ n, pi poonds also pound 1 a unit of mass and weight 
equal to 16oz avovdupois (about 0.4S3kg)^^ unit 2 the basic money 
unit ofthe UK and many other countnes nationality [ME,frOE 
pund; akin to ON pund pound; both fr a prehistoric Gmc word borrowed 
fr L pondo pound; akin to L pondus weight - more at pendant; ( 2 ) fr 
its being orig a pound weight of silver] 

‘pound It 1 to reduce to powder or pulp by beating or crushing the 
meat to a paste') 2 to stnke heavily or repeatedly ed (he door with bis 
fists') 3 to move or run along with heavy steps ithe policeman ^ s his 
beat) ^ 17 1 to strike heavy repealed blows < ~ ing angrily on the table) 
2 to move with or make a dull repetitive sound </i/5 heart was ^ mg with 
fear) [alter, of ME pounen, fr OE punian] 

‘pound A an act or sound of pounding 

‘pound n 1 an enclosure for animals; esp a public enclosure for stray or 
unhoensed animals 2 a place for holding personal property until 
redeemed by the owner <a car ^ > [ME, enclosure, fr OE pund-] 
'poundage /*powndij/ n 1 a charge per pound of weight 2 weight in 
pounds 

*pOOfldaga n impounding or being impounded 
poundal /powndl/ n a unit of force that gives to a mass of one pound 
an acceleration of one foot per second per second unit [pound + 
-a/ (as in quinta/)] 

poundar /pown^/ n 1 one having a usu specified weight or value in 
pounds - usu in combination (fiaught a 9-pounder with bis new fly rod) 
2 a gun firing a projectile of a specified weight - in combination (the 
artillery were using 25-pounders> 

pound out vt to produce (as U) by striking repeated heavy blows 
(pounded oul a story on the typewriter) 


.pound 'atarllng n the pound used as the money unit of the UK 
'pour /paw/ vt 1 to cause to flow in a stream the dirty water down 
the sink) 2 to dispense (a drink) into a container me a whisky) 3 
to supply or produce freely or copiously (she ^ed money into the firm) 
^ vj 1 to move or issue with a continuous flow and in large quantities; 
stream (people ~ed out of the offices at the end of the day) 2 to rain 
hard - often down [ME pouren] - pourable adj, pourer n, pouringly 
adv - pour cold water on to be cntical or unenthusiastic about (he poured 
cold water on all their proposals) - pour oil on troubled wnters to calm 
or defuse a heated situation 
‘pour n sthg that is poured (a ^ of concrete) 
pour out vt to speak or express volubly or at length (poured out his 
woes) 

pour parlor /pooa'pahlay/ n an informal discussion prelimmary to 
negotiations [^ 

pouaain /pooh'sanh (Fr pusO/ n a young chicken that has been reared 
esp for food [F, fr LL pulbcenus young table fowl, dun. of L pullus young 
bird, young of an ammal - more at foal.] 

'pout /powt/ n. pi pout, for different types pouts any of several 
large-headed fishes (e g a bullhead or eelpout) [prob fr (assumed) ME 
poute, a fish with a large head, fr OE -pute, akin to ME pouten to pout. 
Skt budbuda bubble] 

‘pout VI la to show displeasure by thrusting out the lips or weanng a 
sullen expression b to sulk 2 of lips to protrude ^ vt to cause to protrude, 
usu in displeasure <^ed her bps) [ME pouten] 

‘pout ii 1 an act of pouting 2 pi a fit of pique - usu + the 
pouter /'powta/ n a domestic pigeon of a breed characterized by erect 
carriage and a distensible crop [’pout + ’-er] 

poverty /'povati/ n la the lack of sufficient money or matenal pos- 
sessions b the renunciation of individual property by a person entenng 
a religious order 2a a scarcity, dearth (a ~ of ideas and images) b the 
condition of lacking desirable elements, deficiency (the ~ of our cntical 
vocabulary) USE (2) fml [ME povene, fr OF poverte, fr L paupertat-, 
paupertas, ft pauper poor - more at poor] 

‘poverty-.ttricken adj very poor; destitute 
'poverty .trap n a situation in which the total income of a poor family 
IS reduced due to the loss of social secunty and other benefits when its 
earned income increases above a certain levq[ 

'powder /'powda'/ n 1 matter reduced to a state of dry loose particles 
(e g by crushing or gnndmg) 2a a preparation in the form of fine particles, 
esp for medicinal or cosmetic use b fine dry light snow 3 any of vanous 
solid explosives used chiefly in gunnery and blasting [ME poudre, fr OF, 
fr L pulver-, pulvis dust - more at pollen] - powdery adj 
‘powder W 1 to sprinkle or cover (as lO with powder 2 to reduce or 
convert to powder vi to become powder - powderer n 
.powder 'blue adj or n pale blue [fr its being ong composed of powdered 
smalt] 

'powder .horn n a flask (made from horn) for carrying gunpowder 
'powder ,keg n an explosive place or situation (the problem of race is 
a potential > 

powder metellurgy n the production of (metallic objects from) 
powdered metals 

'powder .monkey n sby who carries or has charge of explosives (e g in 
blasting operations) [perh fr the small size and agility of the boys known 
as powder monkeys employed to carry gunpowder to the guns on 
warships] 

'powder .puff n a small (fluffy) pad for applying powder to the skin 
'powder .room o a public toilet for women in a hotel, department store, 
etc 

'power /pow'd/ n la possession of control^ authority, or influence over 
others b a sovereign state c a controlling grdup - often in the powers that 
be 2a ability to act or produce or undergo an effect b legal or official 
authority or capacity (the police had no ^ to intervene) 3a physical 
might b ment^ or moral efficacy; vigour (the ^ and insight of his 
analysis) c political control or influence (the balance o/* ^ > 4a the 
number of times, as indicated by an exponent, that a number has to be 
multiplied by itself (2 to the ^ 3 is 2^ ^ 2x2x2) b exponent I 5a a 
source or means of supplying energy; specif electricity b the rate at which 
work i» done or energy emitted or transferred 6 magnification 27 a 
large amount of - infml (the walk did him a of good) USE (S) 

PHYSICS [ME. fr OF poerr, fr poeir to be able, fr (assumed) L potere to 
be powerful - more at potent] 

‘pow«r vr 1 to supply with esp motive power 2 to make (one's way) in 
a powerful and vigorous manner (^ ed her way to the top) ^ vi to move 
in a powerful and rigorous manner <^ing down the back straight) 
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’power adj dnven by a motor <a ^ saw} <a mower) 

'power ,cut n a failure m or reduction of the supply of electric power to 
an area 

'power ,dive n a dive of an aircraH accelerated by the power of the engine 

- power-dive vi 

'powerful /-f](3)I/ adj having great power, prestige, or inHuence - 
powerfully adv 

'powerhouse /-.hows/ n l powfr station 2 a dynamic individual of 
great physical or mental force 

'powerless /-lis/ adj 1 devoid of strength or resources; helpless 2 
lacking the authority or capacity to act </he police were to intervene) 

- powerleasly adv, powerlessness n 

power of attorney n a legal document authonzing one to act as the 
agent of the grantor 

'power .pack n a unit for converting a power supply (e g mains 
electricity) to a voltage suitable for an electronic circuit 
'power .plant n 1 power station 2 an engine and related parts 
supplying the motive power of a self-propelled object 
'power .point n, Br a set of terminals that are connected to the electnc 
mams and to which an electrical device may be connected 
power politics n pi but sing or pi in constr international politics 
charactenzcd by attempts to advance national interests by force 
power series n an infinite senes whose terms arc successive integral 
powers of a vanable multiplied by constants 
'power .station n an electncity generating station energy 
power take-off n a supplementary mechanism enabling the engine 
power to be used to operate a separate apparatus 
'powwow /pow wow/ n 1 a N Amencan Indian medicine man 2 a N 
Amencan Indian ceremony 3 a meeting for discussion - infml [of 
Algonquian origin; akin to Natick pauwau conjurer] 

’powwow VI to hold a powwow 

pox /poks/ n. pi pox, poxes 1 a virus disease (e g chicken pox) character- 
ized by eruptive spots 2 syphilis - infml 3 archaic smallpox 4 archaic 
a disastrous evil, a plague <a ~ on him) [alter of pocks, pi of pock] 
poxy /’poksi/ adj awful, disgusting - slang [pox + ’-y] 
pozzolana /.potsa'Iahna/ n volcanic ash used in making hydraulic 
cement (It pozz(u)olana, fr pozz(u)olana, fern of pozz(u)olano of Poz- 
/uoli, fr Pozzuoli, town near Naples in Italy] ~ pozzolanic /-'lanik/ 
adj 

pozzuolana /.potswa'lahna/ n pozzolana 
praam /pram, prahm/ n 'pram 

practicable /praktikabl/ adj 1 capable of being earned out; feasible 2 
usable <rAe road was ^ despite the weather conditions) [modif of F 
praticable, fr MF. fr pratiquer to practise, put into practice] - practicable- 
ncss n, practicably adv, practicability /.praktika'bibti/ n 
'practical /'praktikl/ adj la of or manifested in practice or action </br 
all purpmes) b being such in practice or effect, virtual <a failure) 
2 capable of being put to use or account; useful <Ae had a knowledge 
of French) 3 suitable for use <a table of ^ design) 4a disposed to or 
capable of positive action as opposed to speculation, also prosaic b 
qualified by practice or practical training <a good ^ mechanic) [LL 
practicus, fr Gk praktikos, fr prassein to pass over, fare, do, akin to Gk 
peran to pass through - more at 'fare] - practicalness n, practicality 
/.prakti'kabti/ n 

’practical n a practical examination or lesson 
.practical 'Joke n a tnck or prank played on sby to denve amusement 
from his/her discomfiture - practical joker n 

practically /'praktikli/ adv almost, nearly everyone went to the 
party) [' practical + ’-ly] 

practice, NAm also practise /'praktis/ n la actual performance or 
application (^ready to carry out in what she advocated in principle) b 
a repeated or customary action; a habit <Ae made a of going to bed 
early) c the usual way of doing sthg <ir’5 wise to conform to local -^s) 
d the established method of conducting legal proceedings e dealings, 
conduct - esp in sharp practice 2 (an instance of) regular or repeated 
exercise in order to acquire proficiency; also proficiency or experience 
gained in this way (^must get back wto ^ > 3a the continuous exercise of 
a profession, esp law or medicine b a professional business [fr practise, 
vb (by analogy to advice : advise)] 

practise, NAm chiefly practice /^praktis/ vr 1 to perform or work at 
repeatedly so as to become proficient <~d fAc drums every day) 2a to 
apply; carry out 1 what he preaches) b to make a habit or practice 
of c to be professionally engaged in <-*' medicine) 1 to exercise 
repeatedly so as to achieve proficiency 2 to pursue a profession actively 
s as a lawyer) (ME practisen, fr MF practiser, fr practique, pratique 


practice, fr LL practice, fr Gk praktike, fr fern of praktikos] - prac- 
tiser n 

'practised, h/Am chiefly practiced adj 1 expenenced, skilled 2 learned 
by practice - often derog <a smile) 

practitioner /prak'tish(a)n3/ n 1 one who practises a profession, esp 
law or medicine <a legal ^ ) 2 one who practises a skill or art - sometimes 
derog <a -- of fiction) (alter, of earlier practician, fr ME (Sc) pratician, 
fr MF practicien, fr pratique] 

praedial, predial /'preedi-al/ adj of land or its products - fml [ML 
praedialis, fr L praedium landed property, fr praed‘, praes bondsman] 
praemunire /.preemyoo'meon/ n an offence against th^ Crown ong 
committed by asserting papal supremacy in England (ME praemunire 
facias, fr ML, that you cause to warn, fr prominent words in the wnt] 
praesidium /pn'sidi sm, -'zidi-/ n a presidium 
praetor, chiefly NAm pretor /‘preel^/ n an ancient Roman magistrate 
ranking below a consul [ME pretor, fr L praetor] - praetorship n, 
praetorial /prce'Uwnol/ adj 

praetorian /pree'tawn-an/ adj, often cap of the Roman impenal body- 
guard - praetorian n, often cap 

pragmatic /prag'matik/ adj concerned with practicalities or expediency 
rather than theory or dogma; realistic [L pragmaticus skilled in law or 
business, fr Gk pragmatikos, fr pragmat-, pragma deed, fr prassein to do 
- more at practical] - pragmatically adv 

pragmatic sanction n a solemn decree of a sovereign on a matter of 
pnmary importance (e g the regulation of the succession) that has the 
force of fundamental law 

pragmatism /'pragm3,tiz(3)m/ n 1 a practical approach to problems 
and afTairs (^tned to stake a balance between principles and 2 an 
Amencan philosophical movement asserting that the meaning or truth of 
a concept depends on its practical consequences - pragmatist adj or n, 
pragmatistic /.pragma'tistik/ adj 

prairie /'pre^n/ n an extensive area of level or rolling (practically) 
treeless grassland, esp in N Amenca plant (F, fr (assumed) VL 
pratana, fr L pratum meadow, akin to L pravus crooked, Mir rath 
earthworks] 

prairie oyster n a raw egg (yolk) beaten with seasonings and swallowed 
whole, esp as a remedy for an alcoholic hangover 
'praise /prayz/ vt 1 to express a favourable judgment of; commend 2 to 
glonfy or extol (e g God or a god) (ME praisen, fr MF preisier to pnze, 
praise, fr LL pretiare to pnze, fr L pretium pnee - more at price] - 
praiaer n 

’praise n 1 expression of approval, commendation <won high for her 
efforts) 2 worship 

'praise. worthy /-.wuhdhi/ adj laudable, commendable - prsiicwortb- 
lly adv, praiacworthineas n 

Prakrit /'prahknt/ n any of the ancient or modem Indic languages or 
dialects other than Sansknt [Skt prakria, fr prakrta natural] 
praline /'prahleen/ n (sthg, esp a powder or paste, made from) a 
confection of nuts, esp almonds, caramelized in boiling sugar [F. fr Count 
?\ess\s-Praslm tl675 F soldier, whose cook invented it] 

'pram /pram, prahm/ n a small lightweight nearly flat-bottomed boat with 
a broad transom and usu squared-ofT bow (D praam; akin to MLG pram 
pram] 

’pram /pram/ n, chiefly Br a usu 4- wheeled carnage for 1 or 2 babies that 
IS pushed by a person on foot [by shortening & alter, fr perambula- 
tor] 

'prance /prahns/ w I esp of a horse to spnng from the hind legs or move 
by so doing 2 to walk or move in a gay, lively, or haughty manner [ME 
prauncen] - prancer n. prancingly adv 
’prance n a prancing movement 

prandial /'prandyal/ adj of a meal (L prandium late breakfast, lunch- 
eon] 

prang /prang/ vt to crash or damage a vehicle or aircraft - slang; no 
longer in vogue [imit] - prang n 

prank /prangk/ n a mildly mischievous act; a trick [obs prank (to play 
tncks)] 

prankster /'prangksta/ n one who plays pranks 
prase /prayz/ n a translucent leek-green gem-quartz [F, fr L prasius, fr 
Gk prasios, fr prasios, adj. leek green, fr prason leek; akin to L porrum 
leek] 

praseodymium /.prayagh'dimi am/ n a trivalent metallic element of 
the rare-earth group ^3* periodic table [NL, alter, of pm- 
seodidymium, irreg fr Gk prasios, adj NL dktynuum] 
prat /prat/ n, Br a foolish or contemptible person - slang [prob fr prat 
(buttocks)] 
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prate /prayt/ vi to talk foolishly and excessively about\ chatter </}e 
on about his new car} [ME praten, fr MD, akin to MLG pratten to pout] 

- prater o, pratingly adv 

pratie /*prayti/ n, chiefly Insh a potato [by alter ] 
pratincole /'prating.kohl/ n any of a genus of Old World wading birds 
[derivof Lprariun meadow f incola inhabitant, fri/i- 4 cofere to cultivate 

- more at prairie, wheel] 

pratique /'prateek/ n clearance given to an incoming ship by the health 
authority of a port [F. lit , practice - more at practisf] 

'prattle /'pratl/ vi prattling /'pratKng/ to chatter in an artless or childish 
manner [LG prateJem akin to MD praten to prate] > prattler n. prat- 
tliagly adv 

’prattle n idle or childish talk 
prau /prow/ n a proa 

prawn /prawn/ n any of numerous widely distnbuted edible 10- legged 
crustaceans that resemble large shrimps [ME prune] 
praxis /praksis/ n, pi praxes /-seez/ 1 exercise or practice of an art, 
science, or skill, as opposed to theory 2 customary practh e or conduct 

- fml [ML, fr Gk, doing, action, fr prassein to pass through, practise - 
more at practical] 

pray /pray/ vt to entreat, implore - often used to introduce a question, 
request, or plea, fml tell me) ^vt 1 to request earnestly or humbly 

2 to address prayers to God or a god [ME prayen, fr OF preier, fr L 
precaii, fr prec-, prex request, prayer, akin to OHG fragen to ask, Skt 
Pfcchati he asks] - prayer /praya/ n 

prayer /prea/ n la(l) an address to God or a god in word or thought, 
with a petition, confession, thanksgiving, etc (2) a set order of words used 
in praying b an earnest request 2 the act or practice of praying 3 a 
religious service consisting chiefly of prayers - often pi with sing, meaning 
4 sthg prayed for 5 a slight chance <rned hard but didn’t have a - 
infml [ME, fr OF pretere, fr ML precaria, fr L, fern of precanus obtained 
by entreaty, fr prec*. prex] - prayerful adj 

prayer book n a book containing directions for worship, specif, often cap 
PAB the official service book of the Anglican church 
praye^r mat n a small Oriental rug used by Muslims to kneel on when 
praying 

prayer shawl n a tallith 

prayer wheel n a revolving cylinder to which wntten prayers may be 
attached, used by Tibetan Buddhists 

.praying 'mantis /praying/ n a (large green) mantis [fr its posture, 
with forelimbs extended as if in prayer] 

pre- /.prec-, pn-/ prefix li(l) earlier than; pnor to <Prc- 
cambnany (prthistoncy, .spec// immediately preceding (^preadolescence^ 
(2) preparatory or prerequisite to <preinec//ca/> b m advance; beforehand 
(precanceiy <pre/abncafe> 2 situated in front of; antenor to 
<preaziaf> ipremolary [ME, fr OF & L; OF, fr L prae-, fr prae in front 
of, before - more at for] 

preach /preech/ vi l to deliver a sermon 2 to urge acceptance or 
abandonment of an idea or course of action, esp in an officious manner 
'■^vt 1 to set forth in a sermon 2 to advocate earnestly ed revolution) 

3 to deliver (eg a sermon) publicly [ME prechen, fr OF prechier, fr LL 
praedkare, fr L. to proclaim publicly, fr prae- pre- + dicare to proclaim 

- more at diction] - preacher n, preachlngly adv 

praambla /'pree^mbl/ /i 1 an introductory statement; spec// that of a 
constitution or statute 2 an introductory or preliminary fact or circum- 
stance [ME, fr MF preambule, fr ML preambulum, fr LL, neut of 
praeambulus walking in front of, fr L prae- 4 ambulare to walk] 
•pra'ampliflpr /-'amplifle-a/ n an amplifier used to amplify and c^en to 
equalize a relatively weak signal (e g from a microphone or gramophone 
pick-up) before feeding it to the main amplifier 
.praar'ranga /-a'rayiy/ vt to arrange beforehand (at a ^ d signal) ~ 
prearrangemeat n 

.praa'tomic /-a'tomik/ adj of a time before the use of the atom bomb and 
atomic energy 

praband /preband/ n (a clergyman receiving) a stipend furnished by a 
cathedral or collegiate church to a member of its chapter [ME prebende, 
fr MF, fr ML praebenda, fr LL, subsistence allowance granted by the 
state, fr L, fern of praebendust gerundive of praebere to offer, fr prae- 4 
bab^e to hold - more at give] - prcbendal /pri'bendl/ adj 
prabandary /*preb 9 nd( 3 )n/ n a canon in a cathedral chapter, often in 
receipt of a prebend 

prablological /.preebie-a'lojikl/ adj of or being chemical or environmen- 
tal precursors of the origin of life molecules) 
ipraWotlc /-bie'otik/ adj prebiological 
“ ,Pra'cambrian /-Itambri-an/ adj or n (of or being) the earliest era of 


geological history equivalent to the Archaeozoic and Proterozoic eras 

EVOLUTION 

pracarious /pn'kcdn-as/ adj 1 dependent on chance or uncertain 
circumstances, doubtful 2 characterized by a lack of secunty or stability, 
dangerous [L precanus obtained by entreaty, uncertain - more at 
prayer] - precariously adv, precariousness n 
precast /.prec'kahst/ adj being concrete that is cast in the form of a 
panel, beam, etc before being placed in final position 
pracative /prekativ/ adj of or being a verb form expressing a wish [LL 
precatnus precatory, beseeching, fr L precatus, pp of precari to pray - 
more at pray] 

precatory /prekatta)!!/ adj expressing a wish - fml [LL precatonus, fr 
precatus, pp] 

precaution /pn'kawsh(3)n/ n 1 care taken in advance; foresight 
(warned of the need for ^) 2 a measure taken beforehand to avoid 
possible harmful or undesirable consequences, a safeguard [F precaution, 
fr LL praecaution-, praecautio, fr L praecautus, pp of praecavere to guard 
against, fr prae- 4 cavere to be on one’s guard - more at hear] - 
precautionary adj 

precede /pn'seed/ vt 1 to surpa.ss in rank, dignity, or importance 2 to 
be, go, or come ahead or in front of 3 to be earlier than 4 to cause to 
be preceded, preface (he ^d A/s address with a welcome to the visitors) 
^ VI to go or come before [ME preceden, fr MF preceder, fr L praecedere, 
fr prae- pre- ^ cedere to go - more at cldl] - preceding adj 
precedence /'presid(3)ns/ also precedency /'d(.'))nsi/ n 1 the fact of 
preceding in time 2 the nght to superior honour on a ceremonial or 
formal occasion 3 prionty of importance, preference 
'precedent /pn'seed(3)nl. 'presid(3)nt/ adj pnor in lime, order, arrange- 
ment, or significance (ME, fr MF, fr L praecedent-. piaecedens, prp of 
praecedere] 

’precedent /'presid(a)nt/ n 1 an earlier occurrence of sthg similar 2 sthg 
done or said that may serve as an example or rule to justify a similar 
subsequent act or statement: spec//a judicial decision that serves as a ruU* 
for subsequent similar cases 

precentor /pn’sents/ n 1 a leader of the singing of a choir or congrega- 
tion 2 the officer of a church, esp a cathedral, who directs choral services 
[LL praecentor, fr L praecentus, pp of pmecincrc to sing before, fr prae- 
canere to sing - more at chant] ~ pretMtorship n, precentorial 
/.preescn'lawri nl/ adj 

precept /'preesept/ n a command or principle intended as a general rule 
of conduct [ME, fr L praeceptum, fr neut of praeceptus, pp of pratxipere 
to lake beforehand, insinict, fr prae- • capere to take - more at hlavf] 
- preceptive /pn'septiv/ adj 

preceptor /pn'septa/, fern preceptress /-tris/ n a teacher, tutor - 
preceptorial /.prcescp'tawn-al/ adj 

precees /pn'ses/ vb to (cause to) progress with a movement of precession 
[back-formation fr precession] 

precession /pn'sesh(3)n/ n a slow movement of the axis of rotation of 
a spinning body about another line intersecting it caused by the applica- 
tion of a turning force tending to change the direction of the axis of 
rotation [NL praecession-, praecessio, fr ML, act of preceding, fr L 
praecessus, pp of praecedere to precede] - precessional adj 
precession of the equinoxes n the slow westward motion of the 
equinoctial points along the ecliptic causing the earlier occurrence of the 
equinoxes m each successive sidereal year 
,pre-'Christian adj before the beginning of the Chnstian era 
precinct /'preesingkt/ n la an enclosure bounded by the walls of a 
building - often pi with sing meaning h pi the region immediately 
surrounding a place, environs c the boundary - often pi with sing 
meaning (a ruined tower within the - s of the squire’s grounds - T L 
Peacock) 2 an area of a town or city conliiinmg a shopping centre and 
not allowing access to traffic (a shopping "->3 NAm an administrative 
distnet for election purposes or police control [ME. fr ML praecinctum, 
fr L, neut of praecinctus, pp of praeemgere to gird about, fr prae- pre- + 
cingere to gird - more at ctncturl] 

preciosity /,pres(h)i'osati/ n (an instancS oQ fastidious or excessive 
refmerttent (e g in language) 

'precious /preshas/ adj 1 of great value or high price stone) 2 
highly esteemed or chenshed; dear (his fhendship was ^ to her) 3 
excessively refined; affected 4 highly valued but worthless - used as an 
intensive (you can keep your Costa Brava- / prefer Blackpoolf) [ME. 
fr OF precios, fr L pretiosus, fr pretium price - more at price] - 
preciously adv, predousness n 
’precious adv very, extremely (has ^ little to say) 

’precious n a dear one; darling (my ^ > 
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precipice /'presipis/ n 1 a very steep, perpendicular, or overhanging 
surface (e g of a rock or mounUin) 2 the bnnk of disaster [MF. fr L 
pnecipihum, fr praecipit-, praeceps headlong, fr pme* i caput head - 
more at head] 

precipitant /pn'sipit(3)nt/ adj unduly hasty or sudden; precipitate [F 
precipitant, fr L praecipitant-, praecipitans, prp of praecipitare] - precipi- 
tance n. precipitancy n, precipitantly adv, precipitantneas n 
'precipitate /pn'sipitayt/ vt 1 to throw violently; hurl 2 to bnng about 
suddenly, unexpectedly, or too soon <t/ie failure of government policy ^ d 
a general electiony 3a to cause to separate from solution or suspension 
b to cause (vapour) to condense and fall as ram, snow, etc vi 1 to 
separate from solution or suspension 2 to fall as rain, snow, etc [L 
praecipitatus, pp of praecipitare, fr praecipit-, praeceps] - precipitable adj, 
precipitator n, preclpitative /-tativ/ adj 
'precipitate /pn'sipitat/ n a substance separated from a solution or 
suspension by chemical or physical change, usu as an insoluble amor- 
phous or crystalline solid [NL praecipitatum, fr L, neut of praecipita- 
tus] 

'precipitate /pn’sipitat/ adj 1 exhibiting violent or undue haste <a 
departurey 2 lacking due care or consideration, rash - precipitately adv, 
precipitateness n 

precipitation /pn,siprtaysh(a)n/ /? 1 a precipitating or the forming of 
a precipitate 2 (the amount oO a deposit of rain, snow, hail, etc on the 
earth 3 a precipitate 

precipitous /pn'sipitas/ aJy 1 prlcipitatf. 1 2 resembling a precipice, 
esp in being dangerously steep or perpendicular [F prectptteux, fr MF, 
fr L precipitium precipice] - precipitously adv, precipitousness n 
'precis /'praysee>^ n, pi prMis a concise summary of essential points, facts, 
etc (F, fr pricis precise] 

'pr6cia vt praising /'praysi ing/, praised /"praysid/ to make a precis of, 
summanze 

precise /pn'sies/ adj I exactly or sharply defined or stated imagesy 
2 highly exact <-«- timitigy 3 strictly conforming to a rule, convention, 
etc, punctilious 4 distinguished from every other; very <af that 
momenty (MF precis, fr L praecisus, pp of praecidere to cut olT, fr prae- 
+ cacderc to cut - more at coNctsE] - precisely adv, preciseness n 
'precision /pn'si7h{3)n/ n 1 being precise, exactness 2 the degree of 
refinement with which an operation is perfonned or a measurement staled 
' precisionist n 

'precision adj 1 adapted for extremely accurate measurement or oper- 
ation instrumentsy 2 marked by precision of execution bomb- 
ingy 

preclinical /.pree'klimkl/ adj 1 of a penod before symptoms appear 2 
of or being a medical student's penod of theoretical study before patients 
are encountered - preclinical n 

preclude /pn'kloohd/ vr 1 to make inefTectual or impracticable, exclude 
2 to make impossible, prevent (L praecludere, fr prae- + claudere to close 
' more al *closl] - preclusion /-'kloohzh(9)n/ n, preclusive /kloohsiv/ 
adj, preclusively adv 

precocial /pn'kohsh(3)l/ adj, of a bird (having young) capable of a high 
degree of independent activity from birth (^ducklings are ^y~ compare 
At FRiciAL [NL praecoces precocial birds, fr L, pi of praecoc-, prae- 
cox] 

precocious /pn'kohshas/ adj 1 exceptionally early in development or 
occurrence 2 exhibiting mature qualities at an unusually early age [I 
praecoc-, praecox early npening, precocious, fr prae- 4- coquere to cook 
- more at cook] - precociously adv, precociousness n, precocity 
/pn'kosati/ n 

precognition /,preekog'nish(3)n/ n clairvoyance relating to a Aiturc 
event [LL praecognition-, praecogntUo, fr L praecognitus, pp of praecog- 
noscere to know beforehand, fr prae- ^ cognoscere to know - more at 
cognition] - precognitive /-'kognitiv/ adj 

.pre'conceive /-kan'seev/ vt to form (e g an opinion) poor to actual 
knowledge or experience 

.precon'ception /-kan'sepsh(3)n/ n 1 a preconceived idea 2 a preju- 
dice 

.precon'cert /-kan'suht/ vt to organize beforehand, prearrange {her 
little plans and -^ed speeches had all left her - George Eliot) 
.precon'ditlon /'kan'dish(a)n/ n a prerequisite 
.pro'conscious /-'konshas/ adj not present in consciousness but capable 
of being readily recalled - prcconscionsly adv 
precursor /pnlcuhsa/ n la sby or sthg that precedes and signals the 
approach of sby or sthg else; a forerunner b a predecessor 2 a substance 
from which another substance is formed [L pnecursor, fr praecursus, pp 


of praecurrere to run before, fr prae- pre- + currere to run - more at 
car] 

precursory /pn'kuhs(a)n/ adj having the character of a precursor; 
preliminary 

predacious, predaceous /pn'dayshas/ adj living by preying on other 
animals; predatory [L praedan to prey upon (fr praeda prey) + E -aceous 
or -acious (as in rapacious)] 
predate /.pree'dayt/ vt to antedate 

predation /pn'daysh(3)n/ n 1 the act of preying or plundenng; depre- 
dation 2 a mode of life of certain animals in which food is primanly 
obtained by the killing and consuming of other animals food [L 
praedation-, praedatio, fr praedatus, pp of praedan] - predator 
/'predata / n 

predatory /'pred3t(9)n/ adj la of or carrying out plunder or robbery b 
showing a disposition to injure or exploit others for one's own gain 2 
living by predation, predacious, also adapted to predation - predatorily 
adv 

predecease /.preedi'sees/ vt to die before (another person) - prede- 
cease n 

predecessor /'preedi,ses3/ n 1 the previous occupant of a position or 
office to which another has succeeded 2 an ancestor [ME predecessour, 
fr MF predecesseur, fr LL praedecessor, fr L prae- pre- + decessor retiring 
governor, fr decessus, pp of decedcre to depart, retire from office - more 
at decfase] 

.predesti'narian /-de&ti'nesn-an/ n a person who believes in predestina- 
tion \prcdestinat\on + -anan] - pr^estinarian adj, prcdestinarlan- 
ism n 

'.pre'destinate /-'dcstmat/ adj destined or determined beforehand [ME, 
fr L praedestinatus, pp of praedestinare] 

'.pre'destinate /-'destmayt/ vt to predestine [ME predestinaten, fr L 
praedestinatus, pp] - predestioator n 

.predesti'nation /-desti'naysh(3)n/ n the doctnne of God*s foreknowl- 
edge of all events, esp the doctnne that salvation or damnation is 
foreordained 

.pre'destine /-'dcstin/ vt to destine or determine (eg damnation or 
salvation) beforehand (ME predestinen, fr MF or L; MF predestiner, fr 
L praedestinare, fr prae- ^ destinare to determine - more at destine] 
.prede'termine /-di'tuhmm/ vt 1 to determine or arrange beforehand 
{at a signal) 2 to impose a direction or tendency on beforehand [LL 
praedeterminare, fr L prae- ^ determinare to determine] - predetenaiaa- 
tion /-di,tuhmi'naysh(3)n/ n 

.predeterminer /-drtuhmma/ n a limiting noun modifier (e g both or 
twice) occurring before the determiner in a noun phrase 
predial r preedy3l/ adj praedial 

predicable /'prediksbl/ adj capable of being asserted [ML praedicabilis, 
fr LL praedicare to predicate] 

predicament /pn'dikamanl/ n a (difficult, perplexing, or trying) situ- 
ation [ME, category of predication, fr LL praedicamentum, fr prae- 
dicare] 

'predicate /"prodikst/ n 1 sthg that is stated or denied of the subject in 
a logical proposition 2 the pan of a sentence or clause that expresses what 
IS said of the subject [LL praedicatum, fr neut of praedicatas] 
'predicate /'predikayt/ vt 1 to affirm, declare 2 to assert to be a quality 
or property <-s intelligence of many 3 to imply 4 chiefly NAm base 
2 - usu + on or upon {his theory is don recent findingsy USE chiefly 
fml [LL praedicatus. pp of praedicare to assert, predicate logically, 
preach, fr L, to proclaim publicly, assert - more at preach] 
predication /,predi'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 the expression of action, state, or 
quality by a grammatical predicate 2 the affirmation of a predicate in 
logic pPRFDICAlK ^ -ion] 

predicative /pn'dikativ/ adj 1 of a predicate 2 joined to a modified 
noun by a copula (e g red in the dress is red) - compare attributive - 
predicativeiy adv 

predict /pn'dikt/ vt to declare in advance; esp to foretell (sthg) on the 
basis of observation, experience, or scientific reason [L praedictus, pp of 
praedicere, fr prae- pre- dicere to say - more at diction] - predictable 
adj, predictably adv, predictor n, predictabUity /-ta'bibti/ n 
prediction /pn'diksh(3)n/ n sthg that is predicted, a forecast [predict 
+ -ion] - predictive /-tiv/ adj, predictively adv 
predigeet /.prcedi'jest, -die-/ vt to prepare (e g food or a book) in an 
easier form (for consumption) - predigeatkm /-chan/ n 
predilection /preedi'leksh(a)n, pre-/ n a liking, preference {has a for 
classical mus/c) [F predilection, fr ML praedilectus, pp of praedHigeie 
to love more, prefer, fr L prae- + diligere to love - more at diligent] 
.predi'epose /-di'spohz/ vr 1 to incline, esp in advance <a good teacher 
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'vt chUdrea to levny 2 to make susceptible to - predispoaftioB 
/•disp9'zish(a)ii/ n 

pr«dnitOlon« /pred'nisajohn/ n a synthetic steroid drug that is a 
glucocorticoid and is used to reduce inflammation and inhibit the action 
of the immune system, esp in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis [blend 
of pndnuoae and -o/l 

prcidnlson# /pred'nisohn/ n a synthetic drug that has similar uses to 
prednisolone [prob fr p/egnane (a saturated steroid hydrocarbon) ^ diene 
(compound containing 2 double bonds) cort/sone] 
pradominant /pn'dominant/ Mdj having superior strength, influence, or 
authority; prevailmg [MF, fr ML praedominMnt-, pnedomiMuis, prp of 
pnedomittMfi to predominate, fr L pne- dominMii to rule, govern - 
more at dominate] - prcdomiaance n, predominantly adv 
pradominata /pri'dominayt/ vi 1 to exert controlling power or influ- 
ence; prevail 2 to hold advantage m numbers or quantity [ML 
pnedominatus, pp of ptaedominari] - predomination /•'naysh(a)n/ a 
.pra-a'clampaia /elilampsi-a/ n a serious abnormal condition that 
develops in late pregnancy and is characterized by a sudden rise in blood 
pressure and generalized oedema 

praaminant /pri'emmant/ adj excelling all others, paramount [LL 
pneaninent-, pneemiaeas, fr L, prp of pneeminere to be outstanding, 
fr pne* + emiaere to stand out - more at eminenf] - preeminence /i. 
preeminently adj 

praampt /pn'empt/ vr 1 to acquire by preemption 2 to seize on to the 
exclusion of others; appropnate <r/ie movement was then ^ed by a 
hmaUc fnnge') 3 to take the place of; replace 4 to mvalidate or render 
useless by taking action or appeanng m advance (jthe government decision 
to buiJd an airport the counciVs plans'j ~ vi to make a preemptive 
bid in bridge [back-formation fr preemption] - preemptor n 
praamption /pri'empsh(a)n/ n la the right of purchasing before others 
b a purchase under this nght 2 a pnor seizure or appropriation [ML 
praeemptus, pp of praeemere to buy before, fr L prae- pre- + emere to 
buy > more at redeem] 

praamptiva /pn'emptiv/ adj 1 (capable) of preemption 2 of or being 
abid in bridge high enough to shut out bids by the opponents 3 carried 
out in order to forestall intended action by others <a ^ attack that 
disabled the enemy} - preemptively adv 

praan /preen/ vt 1 to tnm or dress (as lO with a beak 2 to dress or 
smarten (oneselO up 3 to pride or congratulate (oneselO on ^vi 1 to 
smarten oneself, esp in a vain way <'^ing in front of the mirror} 2 to 
appear to be congratulating oneself, gloat /jcouJdn’t help ^ ing after his 
campaign victory} 3 of a bird to trun and arrange the feathers [ME 
preinen] - pree n e r n 

praaxittanca /,pree ig'zist(3)ns/ n existence in a former state or previ- 
ous to sthg else; esp existence of the soul before incarnation - preexist 
M, preexistent adj 

prefab /preefab/ n a prefabricated structure or building - prefab adj 
prefabricate /pn'fabnkayt/ W 1 to fabricate the parts of (eg a 
building) at a factory ready for assembly elsewhere 2 to produce arti- 
ficially - prcfiibiicator n, prefhbrication /-'kaysh(9)n/ n 
'preface /'prefas/ n 1 an introduction to a book, speech, etc 2 sthg that 
precedes or heralds; a preliminary [ME, fr MF, fr ML prephatia, alter, 
of L praefation-f praefatio foreword, fr praefatus, pp of praefari to say 
beforehand, fr prae~ pre- + fari to say - more at 'ban] 

"preface vr 1 to introduce by or provide with a preface 2 to be a 
preliminary or preface to - prefacer n 

prefatory /*prtfat(a)ri/ adj of or constituting a preface; introductory [L 
praefatus, pp] - prelitiorily /-t(a)r9li/ adv 

prefect rpteeSrkX/ n 1 any of various high officials or magistrates in 
ancient Rome 2 a chief officer or chief magistrate (e g in France or Italy) 
3 a monitor in a secondary school, usu with some authonty over other 
pupils [ME, fir MF, ft L praefectus, ft pp of praeHcere to place at the head 
of, fr prae- + facere to make > more at 'do] 

pr^ecture /'preefekeha/ n the office or official residence of a prefect - 
prefnetnni /-Yekchoo(a)r»l/ adj 

prefer /priYuh/ vr -rr- 1 to choose or esteem above another; like better 
sports to reading} 2 to give (a creditor) priority 3 to bring against 
sby <ivoD’r charges} 4 to bring forward or subinit for consideration 
{MEpreferren, fr MF preferer, fr Lpraeferreto put before, prefer, ftprae- 
+ fern to carry > more at 'bear] - preferrer n, preferable /'pref[a)r9b9l/ 
adj, preferably adv 

preifarance /*pref[a)rMs/ o 1 the power or opportunity of choosing 
(gave him /irst ~ > 2 sby or sthg preferred; a choice (which is your ^ 7} 
3 specia] favour or consideration ^ve ~ to those with qualifications} 4 
priority in the settkment of an obliption [F prHUrence, fr ML prader- 


entia, fr L praeferent-, praeferens, prp of praeferre] > preferential 
/,prefa'rensh(a)l/ adj, preferentially adv - for preference as being the 
more desirable; preferably (use red wine for preference) 

'preference .share n a share guaranteed pnonty over ordinary shares 
m the payment of dividends and usu in the distnbution of assets - compare 
deferred share, ordinary share 

preferment /pnTuhmant/ n (an esp ecclesiastical appouitment aflbrd- 
ing) advancement or promotion in rank, station, etc [prefer ^ 
-ment] 

prefigure /.pree'figa/ vr 1 to represent or suggest in advance; fore- 
shadow 2 to picture or imagine befOTehand, foresee [ME prefiguren, fr 
LL praefigurare, fr L prae- pre- + figurare to shape, picture, fr figura 
figure] - preflgurement n, prefigurative /-Tigrativ/ adj, preflguration 
/-riga'raysh(a)n/ n 

'prefix /preefiks/ vt 1 to attach as a prefix 2 to add to the beginning 
<--ed a bnef introduction to the article} [partly fr ME prefixen to fix or 
appoint beforehand, fr MF prefixer, fr pre- + fixer to fix, fr fix fixed, ft 
L Uxus - more at fix; partly ^prefix] 

" prefix ii 1 an affix (e g un in unhappy) placed at the begmning of a word 
or before a root - compare infix, suffix 2 a title used before a person’s 
name [NL praefixum, fr L, neut of praefixus, pp of praefigere to fasten 
before, fr prae- i figere to fasten] - preflxal /'pree.fiksl/ adj, prefixally 
adv 

preform /.pree'fawm/ vr to form or shape beforehand [L praeformare, 
fr prae- f formare to form, fr forma form] - preform n, preformation 
/,preefaw'maysh(a)n/ n 

preggers /'pregW adj, Br pregnant 3 - mfml [by alter ] 
prejinancy /'pregnsnsi/ n 1 the condition or quality of being pregnant 
reproduction 2 fertility of mind, inventiveness 
pregnant /'pregnant/ adj 1 full of ideas or resourcefulness, inventive 2 
nch in significance or implication, meaningful (a ^ pause} 3 containing 
unborn young within the body 4 showing signs of the future, portentous 
(the years of the prewar era} 5 full, teeming - usu f with (nature ^ 
with life} [ME, fr L praegnant-, praegnans, alter of praegnas, fr prae- 
pre- + ‘gnas (akin to gignere to produce) - more at kin] - pregnantly 
adv 

prehenaila /pri'hensiel, ,pree-/ adj adapted for seizing or grasping, esp 
by wrapping round (a - tai/} [F prehensile, fr L prehensus, pp of 
prehendere to grasp, fr prae- ^ -hendere (akin to ON gets to get) - more 
at get] - prehenaility Aprcehen’sibti/ n 

prehenaion /pn'hensh(3)n/ n the act of taking hold, seizing, or grasp- 
ing 

prehistoric /.preehi'stonk/, prehiatorical /-kl/ adj of or existing in times 
antedating written history - prehistorically adv 
.pre'hiatory /-'histari/ n (the study oQ the prehistonc penod of human 
beings’ evolution - prehiatorian /-hi'stawri an/ n 
.preig'nition /-ig'nish(9)n/ n the premature detonation of the explosive 
charge in the cylinder of an internal-combustion engine 
.pre'judge /-'juj/ vt to pass judgment on prematurely or before a full and 
proper examination [MF prejuger, fr L praejudicare, fr prae- + judicare 
to judge - more at judge] - prejudger n, prejudgment n 
'projudice /’prejoodis, -ja-/ n 1 disadvantage resulting from disregard of 
one’s (legal) ri^ts 2a (an instance oO a preconceived judgment or 
opinion; esp a biased and unfavourable one formed without sufficient 
reason or knowledge b an irrational attitude of hostility directed against 
an individual, group, or race [ME, fr OF, fr L praejudicium previous 
judgment, damage, fr prae- * judicium judgment - more at judicial] 
'prejudice vt 1 to injure by some judgment or action 2 to cause (sby) 
to have an unreasonable bias 

'prejudiced adj having a prqudice or bias ih favour of or esp against 
prejudicial /preja'dish(a)l/, prejiidlcioiis /-'^shas/ adj 1 detrimental 2 
leading to prgudiced judgments - pr^JudicliUly adv, preJudldalaeM n, 
prejndidously adv 

prelacy /prelasi/ n 1 the office of a prelate 2 episcopal church 
government 

prelate /'prelat/ n an ecclesiastic (e g a bishop or abbot) of high rank 
[ME ptelat, fr OF, fr ML praelatus, lit , one receiving preferment, fr L 
(pp of praeferre to prefer), fr prae- -f latus, pp of ferre to carry - more 
at tolerate, 'bear] 

prelibation /,preelie'baysh(a)n/ n a foretaste - fml [L praelibation-, 
praelibatio, ft praelibatus, pp of praelibare to taste before^d, fr prae- 
^ libare to pour as an offering, taste - more at libation] 
prelim fptedm/ n a preliminary 

'preliminary /pri'limin(a)ri/ n sthg that precedes or is introductory or 
preparatory: e g a a preliminary scholastic examination b pi, Br matter 
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(e g a list of contenu) preceding the main text of a book [F prilimmaires, 
pi, fr ML pnehminans, adj, preliminary, fr L prae- pre- ^ iimin-, hmcn 
threshold - more at 'limb] 

’preliminary preceding and prepanng for what is to follow; introduc- 
tory - preliminarily adv 

preliterate /.pree'litdrat/ adj not yet employing wnting - preliter- 
ate n 

'prelude /'prelyoohd/ n 1 an introductory or preliminary performance, 
action, or event; an introduction 2a a musical section or movement 
introducing the theme or chief subject or serving as an introduction (e g 
to an opera) b a short separate concert piece, usu for piano or orchestra 
[MF, fr ML praeludium, fr praeludcre to play beforehand, fr prae- 
ludere to play - more at ludicrous] - preludial /.pree'l(y)oohdi 3l, pn-/ 
adj 

’prelude vt to serve as prelude to, foreshadow - preluder 
/prelyoohda/ n 

prelusive /pri'i(y)oohsiv/, preluaory /prri(y)oohz3n/ adj constituting 
or having the form of a prelude, introductory - fml [L praelusus, pp of 
praeluderc] - preluslvely adv 

preman Apree'man, n a pnmate (eg Peking man) that is a direct 
ancestor of man 

premature /'premacha, .prema'tyooa, 'prema.tyooa/ adj happening, 
arriving, existing, or performed before the proper or usual time, esp, of 
a human bom after a gestation period of less than 37 weeks [L pracmatu- 
rus too early, fr prae- ^ maturus npe, mature] - prematureness n, 
prematurely adv, prematurity /-'tyoo(a)rati/ n 

premeditate /pn'meditayt, ,pree-/ vt to think over and plan beforehand 
<^d murder) [L praemeditatus, pp of praemeditan, fr prae- ♦ medttan 
to meditate] prenit‘d>tator n, premeditative /-tativ/ adj 
premeditation /pn.medrtaysh(a)n/ n planning of an act beforehand, as 
evidence of intent to commit that act [premeditate + -ion] 
premenstrual /.pree'mcnstrooal/ adj of or occurnng in the penod just 
before menstruation tension) - premenstnially adv 
'premier /premya, 'premi a/ adj 1 first in position, rank, or importance, 
pnncipal 2 first in time; earliest (ME pnmier, fr MF premier first, chief, 
fr L pnmanus of the first rank - more at primary] 

’premier n prime minister [F, fr premier, adj] - premiership n 
premiere /'premi.ea, 'premi a/ n a first public perlbrmance or showing 
</he of a play) [F premiere, fr fern of premier first] - premiere vt 
premillennial /.prccmi'lcni-al/ adj coming before a millennium [pre- + 
millennium] - premillennlally adv 

'premise /premis/ n 1 Bralso premiss a proposition taken as a basis of 
argument or inference; specif either of the first 2 propositions of a 
syllogism 2 pi, Br also premiss matters previously stated, specif the 
preliminary and explanatory part of a deed 3 p/ a a piece of land with 
the buildings on it b (part oO a building [(I) ME premisse, fr MF, fr ML 
praemissa, fr L, fem of praemtssus, pp of praemittere to place ahead, fr 
prae- pre- « mittere to send - more at smite, (2, 3) ME premisses, fr ML 
praemissa, fr L, neut pi of praemissus, (3) fr its being identified in the 
premises of the deed] 

’premiss vt 1 to state as a premise or introduction 2 to presuppose, 
postulate 

'premium /’preemyam, -mi-am/ n la a reward or recompense for a 
particular act b a sum above a fixed pnee or remuneration, paid chiefly 
as an incentive; a bonus (^willing to pay a for immediate delivery) c 
a sum in advance of or in addition to the nominal value of sthg 2 the sum 
paid for a contract of insurance 3 a high value or a value in excess of that 
normally expected (put a on accuracy) [L praemium booty, profit, 
reward, fr prae- + emere to take, buy - more at redeem] - at a pramium 
valuable because rare or difficult to obtain (Oats m London are at a 
premium) 

’premium adj, chiefly NAm of exceptional quality or amount (wme made 
from — grapes) 

premium bond n a government bond that is issued in units of £1 and 
which instead of earning interest is entered into a monthly draw for 
money pnzes 

premolar /,prge'mohb/ n or adj (a tooth) situated in front of the true 
molar teeth digestion 

premonition /,prenM'nish(a)n, ,pree-/ o 1 a previous notice or warmng, 
a forewarning (a of the troubles that lay in store) 2 an anticipation 
of an event without conscious reason; a presentiment (felt a ^ of danger) 
[MF. fr LL praemonition-, praemonitio, fr L praemonitus, pp of praemo- 
nere to warn in advance, fr prae- + monere to warn - more at mind] - 
pranonitory /pri'monit(a)ri/ adj 

Premonetratenelan /,pree.monstr3'tensh(3)n/ n a member of a relig- 


ious order founded by St Norbert at Pr^ontr^ in France in 1120 [ML 
praemonstratensis, fr praemonstratensis of Premontre, fr Praemonstratus 
Premontre. abbey in N France] 

premoree /pn'maws/ adj having an abrupt and ragged end as if bitten 
off (a root) [L praemorsus, fr pp of praemordere to bite ofF in front, 
fr prae- mordere to bite - more at smart] 

prenatal /.pree'naytl/ adj occurring or being in a stage before birth - 
prenatally adv 

.pre'notion /-'nohsh(3)n/ n a preconception [L praenotion-, praenotio 
preconception, fr prae- ^ notio idea, conception - more at notion] 
preoccupation /pri,okyoo'paysh(a)n, ,pree-/ ji (sthg that dbuses) com- 
plete mental absorption [L praeoccupation-, praeoccupatio act of seizing 
beforehand, fr praeoccupatus, pp of praeoccupare to seize beforehand, fr 
prae- + occupare to seize, occupy] 

.pre'occupied /-'okyoopied/ adj lost in thought; engrossed 
.pre'occupy /-'okyoopie/ vt 1 to engage or engross the attention of to 
the exclusion of other things 2 to take possession of or occupy in advance 
or before another \pre- + occupy] 

.pra'oparative /-'op(3)rativ/ adj occumng in the penod preceding a 
surgical operation - preoperativcly adv 
.praor'dain /-aw'dayn/ vt to decree or determine in advance - preor- 
daliunent n, preordination /-awdinaysh(a)n/ n 

prep /prep/ n, Br homework done at or away from school [short for 
preparation] 

prepackage /.pree'pakij/ vt to package (e g food) before ofTenng for sale 
to the consumer 

preparation /,prepa'raysh(3)n/ n 1 prepanng 2 a state of bang pre- 
pared, readiness 3 a preparatory act or measure - usu pi (made his s 
for the journey) 4 sthg prepared, esp a mcdiane (a ^ for colds) [ME 
preparacion, fr MF preparation, fr L praeparation-, praeparatio, fr 
praeparatus, pp of praeparare] 

preparative /pn'parativ/ n sthg that prepares the way for or serves as 
a preliminary to sthg else 

'preparatory /pn'par3t(a)n/, preparative /-tiv/ adj prepanng or serving 
to prepare for sthg, introductory - preparatorily adv 
’preparatory adv by way of preparation; in a preparatory manner - usu 
♦ to (took a deep breath ^ to drinking) 
pre'paratory .school n a pnvate school prepanng pupils a Br for 
public schools b NAm for college 

prepare /pn'pea/ vt la to make ready beforehand for some purpose, use, 
or activity < ^ food for dinner) b to put into a suitable frame of mind 
for sthg <^d Aer gradually for the shocking news) 2 to work out the 
details of; plan in advance (prepanng his strategy for the coming 
campaign) 3a to put together (^ a prescnption) b to draw up in written 
form <-» a report) -viio get ready, make preparations (preparing lor 
a career in teaching) [ME preparen, fr MF preparer, fr L praeparare, fr 
pnie- pre- + parare to procure, prepare - more at pare] - preparer n 
pre'pared adj subjected to a special process or treatment 
preparedness /pripea(ri)dnis/ n adequate preparation (in case of war) 
[PREPARFD + -ness] 

prepay /.prec'pay/ vt prepaid to pay or pay the charge on in advance 
(carnage prepaid) - prepayment n 

preponderant /pn'pond(9)r9nt/ also prepondente /-rat/ adj 1 having 
supenor waght, force, or influence; predominant 2 occumng m greater 
number or quantity - preponderance n, prepoaderantiy adv 
preponderate /pn'pondarayt/ vt 1 to predominate in influence, power, 
or importance 2 to predominate in number or frequency [L praepon- 
deratus, pp of praeponderare, fr prae- + ponder-, pondus weight > more 
at pendant] - prepoaderation /-'raysh(3)n/ n 
preposition /,prepa'zish(a)n/ n a linguistic form (e g by, of, for) that 
combmes with a noun, pronoun, or noun equivalent to form a phrase with 
a relation to some otha word [ME preposicjoun, fr L praeposition-, 
praepositio, fr praepositus, pp of praeponere to put in front, fr prae- pre- 
+ ponere to put - more at position] - prepodtioBal adj, prepoaitkiBidly 
adv 

prepositive /pn'pozativ/ adj prefixed [LL praeposiuvus put before, fr 
L praepositus] - preposidvely adv 

prepossess /.preepa'zes/ vt to prejudice, esp in favour of sby or sthg 
.prepos'sessing /-pa'zesing/ adj tending to create a favourable 
impression; attractive - prepotacaaiagly adv, prtgoaataaiaipataa a 
.prepos'session /-p3'zesh(a)n/ n 1 an opinion or impression formed 
beforehand; a prejudice 2 an exclusive concern with 1 idea or object; a 
preoccupation 

preposterous /pn'post(9)ras/ adj contrary to nature or reason; absurd; 
also ridiculous (hok at that ^ outfit) [L praeposterus, lit, with the 



pro 


770 


hindside in front, fr prac- f posterus hinder, following > more at 
posterior] - prepoBterovsly adv, prcposterouancts n 
prepotent /,prcc’poht(s)nt/ adj having great or the most power, 
authority, or influence; preeminent - fml [ME, fr L praepotent-, praepot- 
ens, fr prae- + potens powerful - more at potent] - prepotency n, 
prepotently adv 

.pre'prandfal A'prandyal/ adj of or suitable for the time just before a 
meal <a - dnnit) 

.pre'print /-'pnnt/ n a pnnting of a speech or paper before its formal 
publication or delivery 

'prep .school /prep/ n preparaiory school 
prepuce /'pree,pyoohs/ n the foreskin; also a similar fold surrounding 
the clitoris [ME, fr MF, fr L pracputium, fr prae- + -putium (akin to 
Belorussian potka penis)] - preputial /-'pyoohsh(a)l/ adj 
Pre-Raphaelite /,pree 'rafaliet, -fyj-/ adj or n (of or relating to) a 
member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood - Pre-Raphaclitism 
/-'Tafl3)btiz(a)m, -fya-/ n 

Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood o a group of English artists formed in 
1848 which aimed to restore the artistic pnnciples and practices of the 
early Renaissance and whose work is charactenzed by nchness of colour 
and detail and religious and legendary subjects painted from nature 
[/fap/iae/ (Raffaello Santi) tl520 It painter] 

prerecord /.preen'kawd/ vr to record (e g a radio or television pro- 
gramme) in advance of presentation or use 
\pre-re'lee8e /n1ees/ vt to release (e g a film or record) before the oflicial 
date - pre-release adj 

’pre-releaee n sthg pre-released; also a public showing of a film before 
Its oflicial date of release 

prtrtquitito /pn'rekwizit/ n a requirement that must be satisfied in 
advance - prerequlfite adj 

prerogative /pri'rogativ/ n 1 an exclusive or special right or pnvilege 
belonging esp to a person or group of people by virtue of rank or status 
2 the discretionary power inhenng in the Crown [ME, fr MF & L. MF. 
fr L praerogatjva, Roman century voting first in one of the public 
assemblies, pnvilege, fr fern of pnerogativus voting first, fr praerogatus, 
pp of praerogare to ask for an opinion before another, fr prae- i rogare 
to ask - more at 'right] - prerogatived adj 
'preaage /prestj/ n 1 sthg that foreshadows or portends a future event, 
an omen 2 an intuition of what is going to happen in the future; a 
presentiment [ME, fr L praesagium, fr praesagire to forebode, fr prae- + 
sagite to perceive keenly - more at seek] - presagefiil adj ^ 
’preaage /'presij, pn'sayj/ vt 1 to give an omen or warning of, portend 
2 to forecast, predict 3 to have a presentiment of w to make or utter 
a prediction 

prtaby- /prezbi-/, preabyo- comb form old age <presbyo/i/a> [NL, fr Gk 
presby- elder, fr presbys old man] 

preabyopia /.prezbi'ohpya/ n a visual condition of old age in which loss 
of elasticity of the lens of the eye causes defective accommodation and 
inability to focus sharply for near vision [NL] - pretbyopic /-bi'opik/ adj 
or n 

praabytar /'prezbita/ n 1 a member of the governing body of an early 
Christian church 2 ^elder 3 [LL, elder, priest - more at priest] - 
preabyterate A'bitarat/ n 

praabytarial /prezbi'tiari-al/ adj of presbyters or a presbytery 
'Praabytarian Aprezbi'tiari-an/ adj of or constituting a Christian church 
governed by elected representative bodies and traditionally Calvinistic in 
doctnne - Preabytertimlam n 
*Praabytarian n a member of a Presbytenan church 
praabytary /'prezbit(a)ri/ n 1 the part of a church (e g the t end of the 
chancel) reserved for the officiating clergy 2 a local ruling body in 
Presbyterian churches 3 the house of a Roman Catholic parish pnest 
(ME A LL; ME presbytery part of church reserved for clergy, fr LL 
presbyterium group of presbyters, part of church reserved for clergy, fr 
Gk presbyterioa group of presbyters, fr presbyteros elder, priest - more 
at priest] 

praachool /.pree'skoohl/ adj of the period from infancy to first attend- 
ance at primary school 

praacianca /'presi^ans, •sh(a)n8, -shi-ans/ n foreknowledge of events; 
also foresight [ME, fr LL praescfenf/a, fr L praescienb, praesciens, prp 
of praescire to know beforehand, fr prae- -k scire to know - more at 
saENce] - pfficicBt adj, prcaeiently adv 

praacind /pri’sind/ vt to separate in the mind; abstract ^ vi to withdraw 
one’s attention USE usu ^ from-, fml [L praescindere to cut off in front, 
fr prae- -e sciadere to cut - more at 'shed] 
prtacriba /pri'skiieb/ vi 1 to claim a title to sthg by right of prescription 


2 to lay down a rule; dictate 3 to wnte or give medical prescriptions ^ vt 
la to ordain; i ay down 2b b to specify with authonty 2 to designate or 
order the use of as a remedy [L praesenbere to wnte at the beginning, 
dictate, order, fr prae- ^ senbere to write - more at 'scribe; (vt I) ME 
presenben, fr ML praesenbere, fr L, to write at the beginning] - pre- 
sciiber n 

preacript /pn'sknpt, 'prec.sknpt/ n or adj (sthg) presenbed as a rule 
[ME, fr L praesenptus, pp] 

praacriptlon /pn'sknpsh(a)n/ n 1 the establishment of a claim to sthg 
by use and enjoyment of it over a long period 2 the action of laying down 
authoritative rules or directions 3 a wntten direction or order for the 
preparation and use of a medicine; also the medicine presenbed 4 (a claim 
founded on) ancient or long-standing custom [partly fr ME prescripcion 
establishment of a claim, fr MF prescnption, fr LI, praesenpUon-, 
praescnptio, fr L, act of writing at the beginning, order, limitation of 
subject matter, fr praesenptus, pp of praesenbere, partly fr L praeserip- 
non-, praescnptio order] 

prescriptive /pn'sknpliv/ adj 1 serving to presenbe 2 established by, 
founded on, or ansing from prescnption or long-standing custom 3 
authontanan as regards language use - prescriptively adv 
preselector /.preesi'lckta/ n a system of gears (e g of a motor vehicle 
transmission) that can be selected in advance of use 
presence /'prez(3)ns/ n 1 the fact or condition of being present 
(requested his ^ at the meeting} 2a the immediate vicinity of a specified 
person (never looked at ease in my b the vicinity of one of supenor, 
esp royal, rank (bowed before withdrawing from the ^ > 3a sby or sthg 
present, also a spint felt to be present b a body of people from a specified 
place (e g a country), present and playing an influential role in another 
organization or nation (the withdrawal of the Amencan -- in Vietnam} 
4a a personal magnetism that attracts and holds the attention of others 
b a usu dignified or stately beanng or appearance 5 a quality of poise or 
distinction that enables a person, esp a performer, to impress, or have a 
strong effect on, others (she had great stage - ) 
presence chamber n the room where a great personage receives those 
entitled to come into his/her presence 

presence of mind n the ability to retain one’s self-possession and act 
calmly in emergencies or difficult situations 
Vrssont /’pre7(a)nt/ n sthg presetrted, a gift [ME. fr OF, fr 
presenter] 

’present /pn'zent/ vt la to introduce (sby) esp to another of higher rank 
b to bring (e g a play) before the public 2 to make a gift to 3 to give or 
bestow formally 4 to lay (e g a charge) before a court S to nominate (a 
clergyman) to a benefice 6a to offer for show, exhibit (-a bedraggled 
appearance} b to offer for approval or consideration <'^ this report again 
next week in greater detail} 1 to act as a presenter of (c g a television or 
radio programme) 8 to act the part of 9 to level or aim (e g a weapon) 
'^vi to come to notice or into view (the patient ^ed with abdominal 
pain} [ME presenten, fr OF presenter, fr L praesentare, fr praesent-, 
praesens, adj] 

’present / pn'zent/ n presen r arms ^his gun held at the ^ > 
’present /’prez(p)nt/ adj 1 now existing or in progress (under the ^ 
system of government} 2a in or at a usu specified place (he wasn't ~ at 
the meeting} b existing in sthg mentioned or understood (methane and 
air had to be in the nghl quantities for combustion to take place} c 
vividly felt, remembered, or imagined > usu ^ to or in (the events of a 
decade ago are still ^ to our minds} 3 bang discussed, dealt with, or 
considered (as far as the writer is concerned} 4 of or being a verb tense 
that expresses present time or the time of speaking [ME, fr OF. fr L 
praesent-, praesens, fr prp of praeesse to-be before one, fr prae- pre- » esse 
to be - more at is] - preaentnesa n 

’present /’prez(a)nt/ n 1 (a verb form in) the present tense of a language 
2 the present time 3 pi the present words or statements - fml 
presentable /pn'zentable/ adj 1 fit to be seen or inspected 2 fit (e g in 
dress or manners) to appear in company (must make myself ^ for 
dinner} [^present + -able] > preaSntableneaa n, presentably adv, 
preaentabUity /ta'bibti/ n 

present arms /pri'zent/ n a saluting position in which the firearm is 
hdd vertically in front of the body [fr the command present armsf] 
presentation /,prez3n'taysh(3)n/ n la sthg offered or given; a gift b 
sthg put forward for consideration or notice c a descriptive or persuasive 
account (e g by a salesman of a product) 2a the manner in which sthg 
is set forth, laid out, or presented (his of the argument was 
masterly} (the ^ of the final dish Is important in cookery} h the position 
in which the foetus lies in the uterus in labour with respect to the mouth 
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of the uterus 3 an immediate object of perception, cognition, or memory 
ppRbSENT 4 -ArioN] ~ preMOtational adj 

.presen'tation.ism /',iz(a)m/ n the theory that the mind is directly 
aware of items in the external world - compare representational- 
ism 

presentative /pn'zentativ/ adj known or capable of being known 
directly rather than through cogitation 
,prasant-'day /'prezfajnt/ adj now existing or occurnng 
praaanter /pn’zenta/ n one who presents; specif a broadcaster who 
introduces and provides comments on broadcast material during a pro- 
gramme 

pratentiant /pri'sensh(a)nt, -ti-ant, -zen-/ adj having a presentiment - 
fml (L praesentient-, praesentiens, prp of praesentire] 
praaantimant /pn'zentimant/ n a feeling that sthg will or is about to 
happen, a premonition [F pressentiment, fr MF. fr pressentir to have a 
presentiment, fr L praesentire to feel beforehand, fr prae- + sentire to feel 
- more at sense] - preaentimental /-'menll/ adj 
prasantly /'prez(9)ntli/ adv 1 before long, soon 2 chiefly NAm A Scot 
at the present lime, now 

prasantmant /pn'zentmant/ n 1 the act of presenting a formal state- 
ment to an authority, specif a statement made on oath by a jury of a matter 
of fact within their own knowledge 2 an act of ofTenng a document that 
calls for acceptance or payment 

present participle /prezfalnt/ n a participle (e g dancing, being) with 
present or active meaning 

present perfect adj or n (of or being) a verb tense (e g have finished) 
that expresses completion of an action at or before the time of speak- 
ing 

preservationist /.prc 73 'vaysh(a)nist/ n a conservationist 
preservative /pn’zuhvativ/ n or adj (sthg) that preserves or has the 
power to preserve, specif (sthg) used to protect against decay, discolor- 
ation, or spoilage 

'preserve /pn'/.uhv/ vt 1 to keep safe from harm or destruction, protect 
2a to keep alive, intact, or free from decay b to maintain her habitual 

calm at all times) 3a to keep or save from decomposition b to can, pickle, 
or similarly prepare (a perishable food) for future use c to make a preserve 
of (fruit) 4 to keep and protect (e g land or game) for pnvatc, esp sporting, 
use ^ V/ 1 to make preserves 2 to withstand preserving (e g by canning) 
(some fruits do not well) (ME presersen, fr MF preserver, fr ML 
praeservare, fr LL, to observe beforehand, fr L prae- + servare to keep, 
guard, observe - more ai conserve] > preservable adj, preserver n. 
preservation /preza'vaysh(3)n/ n 

'preserve n 1 a preparation (eg a jam or jelly) consisting of fruii 
preserved by cooking whole or in pieces with sugar 2 an area restricted 
for the preservation of natural resources (e g animals or trees), esp one 
used for regulated hunting or fishing 3 sthg (e g a sphere of activity) 
reserved for certain people 

preset /.pree'set/ vt -tt-; preset to set beforehand - preset adj, presettable 
»dj 

.pre'shrunk A'shrungk/ adj of or being matenal subjected to a process 
dunng manufacture designed to reduce later shnnking 
preside /pn'zied/ vi 1 to occupy the place of authonty 2 to exercise 
guidance, authonty, or control over 3 to perform as featured or chief 
instrumentalist - usu + at 6 at the organ} 4 to be prominent (the 
presiding genius of the company} [L praesidere to guard, preside over, 
Ilf , to sit in front of, sit at the head of, fr prae- + sedere to sit - more 
at sii] - preaider n 

presidency /'prezid(a)nsi/ n 1 the office of president 2 the term dunng 
which a president holds office 3 the action or function of one who 
presides; supenntendence 

president /prezid(a)nt/ n 1 an official chosen to preside over a nieeting 
or assembly 2 an elected head of state in a republic 3 chiefly NAm the 
chief officer of an organization (e g a business corporation or university) 
(ME, fr MF, fr L pnesident-, praesidens, fr prp of praesidere] - presiden- 
tial /-'denshfa)!/ adj, presidentially adv 

presidium /pn'sidi-am, -'zi*/ n. pi preaidia /-di-a/, presidiums a perma- 
nent executive committee in a Communist country [Russ prezidium, fr 
L praesidium garrison] 

,pre-So'cratic /.pree*/ adj of or being Greek philosophers before Socra- 
tes - prc-Socratie n 

'press /pres/ n 1 a crowd of people; a throng; also crowding 2 an 
apparatus or machine by which pressure is applied (eg for shaping 
matenal, extracting liquid, or compressing sthg) 3 a cupboard; esp one 
for books or clothes 4 an action of pressing or pushing; pressure 5a 
PRINTING press b the act or process of pnnting c (a building conuining) 


a publishing house or pnnting firm 6a sing or pi in constr, often cap (1) 
the newspapers and magazines collectively (2) /Ae journalists collectively 
b comment or notice in newspapers and magazines [ME piesse, fr OF. 
fr presser to press] 

'press vt 1 to push firmly and steadily against 2 to assail, harass - esp 
in hard-pressed 3a to squeeze out the juice or contents of (e g citrus fruits) 
b to squeeze with apparatus or instruments to a desired density, smooth- 
ness, or shape <‘^ed flowers} c iron 1 <^ed his trousers} 4a to exert 
influence on; constrain b to try hard to persuade, entreat 5 to move by 
means of pressure (-^ this button} 6 to lay emphasis or insist on 
(continued to ^ his point} 7 to follow through (a course of actionX^^ ed 
his claim} 8 to clasp in affection or courtesy ed his hand} 9 to make 
(a gramophone record) from a matnx ^ vi 1 to crowd closely, mass 2 
to force or push one’s way < ing through the crowd} 3 to seek urgently, 
contend < ing for salary increases} 4 to require haste or speed in action 
(time IS ~ ing> 5 to exert pressure 6 to come to a desired condition, esp 
of smoothness, by being pressed [ME pressen, fr MF presser, fr L 
pressare, fr pressus, pp of premere to press, akin to L prelum press, k perh 
to Russ peref to press] - presser n 

'press vt I to force into military service, esp in an army or navy 2a to 
take by authonty, esp for public use, commandeer b to take and force into 
any, usu temporary, service [alter of obs prest (to enlist by giving pay 
in advance), fr prest (loan of money, advance on wages), fr ME, fr MF, 
denv of L praed-, praes surety, bondsman] 

*press n impressment into service, esp in a navy 
'prsss .agent n an agent employed to establish and maintain good public 
relations through publicity ['press] 

'press .button n push DirtroN 

'press .conference n an interview given by a public figure to journalists 
by appointment 

'press .cutting n. Br a paragraph or article cut from a newspaper or 
magazine 

'presS'.gang n sing or pi in constr a detachment empowered to press men 
into military or naval service [‘press] 

press gang vt to force into service (as lO by a press-gang (was press 
ganged into playing cncket in a chanty match} 

'pressing /presing/ adj 1 very important, critical 2 earnest, insistent (a 
^ invitation} ~ pressingly adv 

'pressing n one or more gramophone records produced from a single 
matnx 

'pressman /-man, sense 2 or -.man/, fern 'press, woman n 1 the operator 
of a pnnting press 2 Br a newspaper reporter 

'press,mark /-.mahk/ n, chiefly Br a combination of characters assigned 
to a book to indicate its place m a library ['press 3] 
press on vi l to continue on one’s way <prcs$ on along the Blackpool 
road} 2 to proceed in an urgent or resolute manner (the firm is pressing 
on with Its plans for expansion} 

'press-.stud n, Br a metal fastener consisting of 2 parts joined by 
pressing 

'press-,up n an exercise performed in a prone position by raising and 
lowenng the body with the arms while supporting it only on the hands 
and toes 

'pressure Apresha/ n la the burden of physical or mental distress (the 
of family anxieties} b trouble or difficulty resulting from social or 
economic constraints (under severe financial ~ > 2 the application of 
force to sthg by sthg else in direct contact with it, compression 3a the 
action of a force against an opposing force b the force or thrust exerted 
over a surface divided by its area 4 the stress of urgent matters (people 
who work well under - > 5a influence or compulsion directed towards 
achieving a particular end (the unions put on the government to 
increase wages} b repeated persistent attack, harassment (the English 
batsmen were under -- from the Australian bowlers} 6 the atmosphenc 
pressure USE {2AJ) physics [L pressura action of pressing, 
pressure, fr pressus. pp of premere to press; (1) ME, fr LL pressura, 
fr L] 

'pressure vt l to apply pressure to 2 chiefly NAm to pressurue 
'pressure .cooker n a meui vessel with an airtight lid in which 
superheated steam under pressure produces a very high temperature, used 
for cooking food quickly - prcsmre-cook vb 
'pressure .gauge n a gauge for indicating the pressure of a fluid 
'pressure .group n an interest group organized to influence public, esp 
governmental, policy 

'pressure .point n a point where a blood vessel may be compressed 
against a bone (e g to check bleeding) 
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'prtMurt .suit n an inflaublc suit to protect the body from low 
pressure 

pr9Mlirii», -Ise /’preshariez/ vt 1 to maintain near-normal atmospheric 
pressure in (e g an aircraft cabin) 2 to apply pressure to (the team 
the opponents* goal and eventually scoreft)\ specif to coerce (the pns- 
oner*s hunger strike '^d the authorities into action} 3 to design to 
withstand pressure - prcssuriier n. pressurization n /-'zaysh(a)n/ 
PrWMl /pre'stel/ trademark - used for a service provided by British 
Telecom which transmits information (e g the weather or sports results) 
on a television screen to subscribers who call it up by means of a special 
push-button telephone telecommunication, television 
prMtidigitation /,presti.diji'taysh(a)n/ n conjuring; sleight of hand 
[F, (t prestidigitateur prestidigitator, fr preste nimble, quick (fr It presto) 
+ L digitus finger - more at toe] - prestidigitator /-'diji.tayt3/ n 
prastiga /pre'steezh, -‘steq/ n 1 high standmg or esteem in the eyes of 
othen 2 superiority or desirability in the eyes of society resulting from 
associations of social rank or matenal success (a ^ executive suite} [F, 
fr MF, conjuror's trick, illusion, fr LL praestigium, fr L praestigiae, pi, 
conjuror's tricks, irreg fr praestringere to tie up, blindfold, fr prae- * 
strittgere to bind tight - more at ^strain] 
pra'atigaful /-f(a)l/ adj prestigious 

praatigious /pre'stijas/ iulj having or conferring prestige [L praestigi- 
osus full of tricks, deceitful, fr praestipae] - prestigioiisly adv, prestig- 
iousBcas f? 

'praato /'prestoh/ n, adv, or adj, pi prestos (a musical passage or 
movement played) at a rapid tempo - used in music [It, quick, quickly, 
fr L praestus ready, fr praesto, adv, on hand; akin to L prae before - more 
at for] 

‘praato inteij hey presto 

praatraaa /.pree'stres/ vt to introduce internal stresses into (eg a 
structural beam) to counteract stresses that will result from an applied 

load - preetrew n 

praauma /pri'zyoohm/ vr 1 to undertake without leave or justification, 
dare </ wouldn't to tell you how to do your job} 2 to suppose or 
assume, esp with some degree of certainty 3 to take for granted, imply 
vi 1 to act or proceed on a presumption, take sthg for granted 2 to take 
liberties 3 to take advantage, esp in an unscrupulous manner - usu f on 
or upon (don't ^ on his kindness} [ME presumen, fr LL & MF; LL 
praesumere to dare, fr L, to anticipate, assume, fr prae- > sumere to take; 
MF presumer to assume, fr L praesumere - more at consume] - 
preMouble adj, preaunably adv, preanmer n 
prtsuming /pri'zyoohmmg/ adj presumptuous - prasuinliigly adv 
prtsumptfon /pri'zumpsh(9)n, pn'zumsh<9)n/ n I presumptuous atti- 
tude or conduct; effrontery 2a an attitude or belief based on reasonable 
evidence or grounds; an assumption b a ground or reason for presuming 
sthg 3 a legal inference as to the existence or truth of a fact [ME 
preaumpeioun, fr OF presumption, fr LL & L; LL praesumption-, 
praesumptio presumptuous attitude, fr L, assumption, fr praesumptus, pp 
of pnwsuflierv] 

prMumptivw /pn'zum(p)tiv/ adj 1 giving grounds for reasonable 
opinkm or belief < evidence} 2 based on probability or presumption 
(heir - prcaiimptively adv 

prWBUmptUOUt /pn'zum(p)choo-9s, -tyoo-as/ adj overstepping due 
bounds; forward [ME, fr MF presumptueux, fr LL praesumptuosus, irreg 
fr praesumptio] • prefuipCiiously adv, preninpCuouaneas n 
prwsuppOM Apreesa'pohz/ vr 1 to suppose beforehand 2 to require as 
an antecedent in logic or fact [ME presupposen, fr MF presupposer, fr 
ML praeaupponere (perf indie praesupposui), fr L prae- + ML supponere 
to suppose - more at supfose] - presuppoeitioa /•,8up9*zish(9)n/ n 
.prwsy'naptic /-stVuptik/ adj situated or occurring just before a nerve 
synapse - prcaynaptfeally adv 

prwt-a-portwr /.pret ah 'pawuy/ adj, of a garment off-the-peg [F pret 
i porter ready to wear] 

prgtax /.preetaks/ adj existing before provision for texes 
prgtwncp, hfAm chiefly pretense /pri'tens/ n 1 a claim made or implied; 
esp one not supported by fact (made no to learning} 2a mere 
ostentation; pretentiousness (a man entirely free of pomp and b a 
false or feigning act or assertion 3 an outward and ofom insincere or 
inadequate show; a semblanoe (struggling to maintain some of order 

in the meeting} 4 a professed rather than a real intention or purpose; a 
pretext - esp in false pretences [ME, fr MF pretensae, fr (assumed) ML 
praetensa, fir LL, fern of praetensus, pp of L praetendere] 

'prwtWfid /pritend/ vr 1 to give s false appearance of; feign (he ^ed 
deafness} 2 to clahn or assert falsely; profess ing an emotion he could 
opt really feet} <>^04 affection} ^vi 1 to feign an action, part, or rote 


(as iO in play 2 to lay claim (did not ^ to high office} [ME pretenden, 
fr L praetendere to allege as an excuse, lit., to stretch in front of like a 
curtain, fr prae- pre- i tenders to stretch - more at thin] > pretended adj, 
pretendedly adv 

’pretend adj make-believe - used esp by children 
pretender /pri'tends/ n 1 sby who lays claim to sthg; specif a (false) 
claimant to a throne 2 sby who makes a false or hypocntical show (a 
to spirituality} ['prepend + ’-er] 

pretenaion /pn'tensh(9)n/ n 1 (an effort to establish) an esp unjustified 
claim (have no ^ to be a great water} 2 vanity, pretentiousness [ML 
praetension-, praetensio, fr LL praetensus, pp] - pretenalonlcss adj 
pretentious /pn'tenshas/ adj making usu unjustified or excessive claims 
(e g of value or standing) [F pretentieux, fr pretention pretension, fr ML 
praetention-, praetentio, fr L praetentus, pp of praetendere] - preten- 
tlouily adv, pretentiousness n 

preterite, chiefly NAm preterit /'pretarit/ adj of or constituting a verb 
tense that expresses action in the past without reference to duration, 
continuance, or repetition [ME pretent, fr MF, fr L praetentus, fr pp of 
praetenre to go by, pass, fr praeter beyond, past, by (fr compar of prae 
before) ^ ire to go - more at for, issue) - preterite n 
preternatural /.preeta'nacharal/ adj 1 exceeding what is natural or 
regular; extraordinary 2 lying beyond or outside normal expenence USE 
fml [ML praeternaturalis, fr L praeter naturam beyond nature] - preter- 
naturally adv, pretematuralness n 

pretext /prectekst/ n a false reason given to disguise the real one; an 
excuse [L praetextus, fr praetextus, pp of praetexere to assign as a pretext, 
lit., to weave in front, fr prae- + texere to weave - more at techni- 
cal] 

pretor /’precta/ n, chiefly NAm a praetor ~ pretorian /pn'tawn-an/ 
adj 

prettify /'pntifie/ vt to make pretty or depict prettily, esp in an 
inappropriate way, also to palliate (attempts to cnminal violence} - 
prettification /-rrkaysh(9)n/ n 

'pretty /'pntt/ adj la attractive or aesthetically pleasing, esp because of 
delicacy or grace, but less than beautiful <a g/r/) b outwardly pleasant 

but lacking strength, purpose, or intensity words that make no sense 

- Elizabeth Barrett Browning) 2 miserable, terrible (a ^ mess you've got 
uS into} 3 moderately large, considerable <a very ^ profit} 4 of a man 
having delicate features, specif efTemmatc - derog [ME praty, prety 
artful, dainty, fr OE praettig tncky, fr prsett trick, akin to ON prettr tnck] 

- prettily adv, prettincas n, prettyiah adj 

’pretty adv la in some degree, moderately <'^ comfortable}, esp some- 
what excessively (felt sick} b very - U5«l to emphasize much or nearly 
(^ nearly ready} 2 in a pretty manner, prettily - infml 
’pretty n, archaic a dear or pretty child or young woman - in my 
pretty 

.pretty 'penny n a considerable amount of money (could be worth a ^ 
one of these days} - infml 

.pretty-pretty adj excessively pretty, esp in an insipid or inappropriate 
way [redupl of 'pretty] 

pretty up vt to make pretty - infml (curtains to pretty up the room} 
.pretty 'well adv very nearly, almost 

pretzel /'pretsi/ n a bnttle glazed and salted biscuit typically having the 
form of a loose knot [G brezel, denv of L brachiatus having branches like 
arms, fr brachium, bracchium arm - more at brace] 
prevail /pn'vayl/ vi 1 to gain ascendancy through strength or supen- 
onty; tnumph - often f against or over 2 to persuade successfully - + 
on, upon, or with (•^td on him to sing} 3 to be frequent, predominate 
(the west winds that in the mountains} 4 to be or continue in use or 
fashion; persist (a custom that still ^s> [ME pigvailen, fr L praevalere, 
fr prae- pre- + valere to be strong - more at ufiELD] - prevtiling adj, 
prevailingly adj 

prevalence /'prevabns/ n 1 being prevalent 2 ^e degree to which sthg 
IS prevalent 

prevalent /'prevalent/ adj generally or widely occurring or existing; 
widespread [L praevalent-, praevalens very powefful, fr prp of praevalere] 

- pre valeotiy adv 

prevaricate /privarikayt/ vi to speak or act evasively so as to hide the 
truth; equivocate [L praevancatus, pp of praevaricari to walk crookedly, 
fr prae- + varicare to straddle, fr vancus having the feet spread apart, fr 
varus bent, knock-kneed; prob akin to OE woh crooked, L vacillare to 
sway, vagus wandering] - prevaricator n, prevarication /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 
prevenlent /pri'veenyant, -ni-ant/ adj antecedent, anticipatory - fml [L 
praevenient-, praeveniens, prp of praevenire] - prevenienlly adv 
prevent /pri'vent/ W 1 to keep from happening or existing (steps to 
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war} vt 2 to hold or keep back; stop - often + from [ME preventen to 
anticipate, fr L praeventus, pp of praevenire to come before, anticipate, 
forestall, fr prae- 4 venire to come - more at come] - preventable also 
preventible adj, preventer n, prevention /•sh(3)n/ n, preventability 
/-to'bibti/ n 

'preventive /pn'ventiv/, preventative Atativ/ n sthg that prevents (dis- 
ease) 

‘preventive, preventative adj 1 intended or serving to prevent; pre- 
cautionary 2 undertaken to forestall anticipated hostile action <'-» war} 

- preventively adv, preventiveneaa n 

preventive detention n, Br a term of impnsonment for habitual 
cnminals over 30 

'preview Apree.vyooh/ vt to see beforehand, specif to view or show in 
advance of public presentation 

‘preview n 1 an advance showing or performance (e g of a film or play) 
2 a bnef view or foretaste of sthg that is to come 3 also prcvue chieHy 
NAm a film or television trailer 

previous /'preevyas, -vi as/ adj 1 going before in time or order 2 acting 
too soon, premature <s/»e was a bit when she said she'd got the job} 

- infml [L praevws leading the way, fr prae- prc- + via way - more at 
via] - previously adv, previousness n 

previous question n a parliamentary motion that the pending question 
be put to an immediate vote, which if defeated has the effect of closing 
the debate 

'previous to prep before; prior ro 

prevision /.prec'vizh(a)n/ n 1 foreknowledge, prescience 2 a forecast, 
prognostication [Li. praevision-. praevisio, fr L praevisus, pp of praevi- 
dere to foresee, fr prae- * videre to see - more at wit] - previsional adj, 
previsionary adj 

.pre'war /-'waw/ adj of or lieing the period preceding a war, esp WW I 
or II 

'prey /pray/ n la an animal taken by a predator as food b sby or sthg 
helpless or unable to resist attack, a victim 2 the act or habit of preying 
[ME preie booty, prey, fr OF, fr L praeda, akm to L prehendere to grasp, 
seize - more at prehensile] 

*prey vi 1 to make raids for l^ty (pirates ^ ed on the coast} 2a to seize 
and devour prey - often t on or upon (kestrels ^ upon mice} b to live 
by extortion, deceit, or exerting undue influence (confidence tricksters 
^ ing on elderly women} 3 to have continuously oppressive or distressing 
effect (problems that ^ on one's mind} [ME preyen, fr OF preier, fr L 
praedan. fr praeda] - preyer /praya/ n 

priapic /pne'aypik, -'apik/ adj phallic [L pnapus lecher, fr Pnapus, god 
of male generative power, fr Gk Pnapos] 

'price /pnes/ n 1 the money, or amount of goods or services, that is 
exchanged or demanded in barter or sale 2 the terms for the sake of which 
sthg IS done or undertaken eg 1 an amount sufTicient to bnbe sby 
(believed every man had his -^} b a reward for the catching or killing 
of sby (a man with a on his head} 3 the cost at which sthg is done 
or obtained (the ^ of his carelessness was a broken window} 4 archaic 
value, worth (her is far above rubies - Prov 31 l(XAV)) [ME pns, fr 
OF, fr L pretium pnce, money, akin to Skt prati- against, in return - more 
at pros ] 

‘price vt 1 to set a pnce on 2 to find out the pnce of - pricer n 
-priced /-priest/ comb form ( - adj) set at (such) a pnce <7ow-pnccd 
merchandise} 

'priceless Alls/ adj 1 having a worth beyond any pnce, invaluable 2 
particularly amusing or absurd (told me this ^ story} - mfml 
'price-.ring n a group of traders acting in agreement to maintain 
’ pnces 

'price .tag n 1 a label on merchandise showing the pnce at which it t. 
offered for sale 2 pnce, cost (the council was asked to put a ^ on the 
new nursery school} 

'price ,war n a penod of commercuil competition charactenzed by the 
repeated cutting of pnces below those of competitors 
pricey also pricy Apncsi/ adj, chiefly Br expensive - mfml 
'prick /pnk / 11 1 a mark or shallow hole made by a pointed instrument 
2 a pointed instrument, weapon, etc 3 an instance of pncking or the 
sensation of being pricked: e g a a nagging or sharp feeling of sorrow or 
remorse b a sharp localized pain (the ^ of a needle} 4 the penis - vulg 
5 a disagreeable person - chiefly vulg [ME pnkke, fr OE pnca, akin to 
MD pric prick] 

‘prick vt 1 to pierce slightly with a sharp point 2 to affect with sorrow 
or remorse (his conscience began to ^ him} 3 to mark, distinguish, or 
note by means of a small mark 4 to trace or outline with punctures 5 to 
cause to be or sund erect (a dog ^ mg his ears} - often ^ up ^vi I to 


pnck sthg or cause a pricking sensation 2 to feel discomfort as if from 
being pncked - pricker n - prick up one's ears to start to listen 
intently 

pricket Apnkit/ n 1 (a candlestick with) a spike on which a candle is 
stuck 2 a buck, esp a male fallow deer, 2 years old - compare brocket 
[ME pnket, fr pnkke-, (2) prob fr the straightness of its horns] 

'prickle Apnkl/ n 1 a sharp pointed spike arising from the skin or bark 
of a plant 2 a pnckling sensation [ME pnkle, fr OE pnclc, akin to OE 
pnca pnck] 

‘prickle vb prickling /'pnkling, 'pnkl ing/ vt to pnck slightly ^ vi to cause 
or feel a pnckling or stinging sensation, tingle 

prickly /'pnk(a)li/ adj 1 full of or covered with prickles 2 marked by 
pnckling, stinging (a sensation} 3a troublesome, vexatious <•« issues} 
b easily irntated (had a ^ disposition} - prlcklinesa n 
•prickly 'heat n a skin eruption of red spots with intense itching and 
tingling caused by inflammation round the sweat ducts 
prickly pear n (the pulpy pearshaped edible fruit oO any of a genus of 
cacti having yellow flowers and beanng spines or pnckly hairs 
prickly poppy n any of a genus of plants of the poppy family with 
pnckly leaves and white or yellow flowers 

prick out vt to transplant (seedlings) from the place of germination to 
a more permanent position (e g in a flower bed) 
pricy /'pncsi/ adj pncey 

'pride /pried/ n la inordinate self-esteem, conceit b a reasonable or 
justifiable self-respect c delight or satisfaction ansing from some act, 
possession, or relationship (parental ^ > 2 a source of pride, esp, sing or 
pi in constr the best in a group or class (this pup is the ^ of the litter} 

3 sing or pi in constr a group of lions [ME, fr OE pryde, fr prud proud 
- more at proud] 

‘pride vt to be proud of (oneself) - 4 0/1 or upon (he ^d himself on his 
generosity} 

.pride of 'place n the highest or first position (gave on the mantel- 
piece to a photograph of his granddaughter} 

prie-dieu /'pree .dyuh/ n, pi prie-dieux /^/ la kneeling bench with a 
raised shelf, designed for use by a person at prayer 2 a low armless 
upholstered chair with a high straight back [F, lit , pray God] 
prier Apnea/ n an inquisitive person ['pry 4 *-er] 
priest /preest/ n a person authonzed to perform the sacred ntes of a 
religion, specif a clergyman ranking below a bishop and above a deacon 
(e g in the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches) [ME preist, fr OE 
preost, modif of LL presbyter, fr Gk presbyteros elder, pnesi, compar of 
presbys old man] - priestly adj, priestliness n, priesthood /-.hood/ n 
priestess /pree'stes, 'preestis/ n a female pnest of a non-Chnstian 
religion 

prig /png/ n one who is excessively self-righteous or affectedly precise 
about the observance of propneties (c g of speech or manners) [prob fr 
png (thieO fr png (to steal)] - priggish adj, priggishly adv, priggfahiicts 
n, priggery /-gan/ n 

prim /pnm/ adj -mm- 1 stiffly formal and proper, decorous 2 prudish 
[perh denv of OF pnn, pnme excellent, fr L pnmus first] - primly adv, 
primness n 

prime ballerina Apreema/ n the pnncipal female dancer in a ballet 
company [It, leading ballenna] 

primacy Apriemasi/ n 1 the office or rank of an ecclesiastical pnmate 
2 the state of being first (e g in importance, order, or rank); preeminence 
-fml 

prima donna /.preema 'dona/ n. pi prims donnas 1 a pnncipal female 
singer (e g in an opera company) 2 an extremely sensitive or temperamen- 
tal person [It, lit , first lady] 
primaeval /pne'meevi/ adj, chiefly Br pnmeval 
'prime facie /,pnema 'fayshi/ adv at first view, on the first appearance 
(his arguments appear ^ true} [L] 

‘prime facie adj true, valid, or sufficient at first impression; apparent 
(the theory offers a ^ solution} 

primal Apnem(a)l/ adj 1 original, pnmitive (village life continues in its 
^ innocence - Van Wyck Brookes) 2 first in importance; fundamental 
(our ^ concern} [ML primalis, fr L pnmus first - more at >rime] - 
primality A'mabti/ n 

primarily Apnem(a)r3li, also pne'merali/ adv 1 for the most part, chiefly 
2 in the first place; onginally 

'primary ApriemO)n/ adj la first in order of time or devdopment; 
pnmitive b of or being formations of the Palaeozoic and earlier periods 
2a of first rank, importance, or value; principal b basic, fundamental c 
of Latin, Oreek, or Sanskrit tense expressing present or future time d of 
or constituting the strongest degree of stress in speech 3a direct, firsthand 



sources of information^ b not denvable from other colours, odours, 
or tastes c preparatory to sthg else in a continuing process; elementary 
instruction'^ d of or at a pnmary school education') e belonging 
to the first group or order m successive divisions, combinations, or 
ramifications nerves) f of or being the inducing current or its circuit 
in an induction coil or transformer g of or being the amino acid sequence 
in protems ^ ^ protein structure) 4 of, involving, or derived directly from 
plant-forming tissue, specif meristem, at a growing point tissue) 
growth) S of or being an industry that produces raw materials (^mining 
isa industry) > compare secondary, tertiary [LL pnmanus basic, 
primary, fr L, principal, fr pnmus] 

’primary n 1 sthg that stands first in rank, importance, or value; a 
fundamental ~ usu pi 2 any of the usu 9 or |0 strong feathers on the joint 
of a bird’s wing furthest from the body anatomy 3 primary 
COLOUR 4 a caucus S primary school 

primary call n a cell that converts chemical energy into electrical energy 
by irreversible chemical reactions 

primary colour n 1 any of the 3 spectral bands red, green, and bluish 
violet from which all other colours can be obtained by suitable combina- 
tions 2 any of the 3 coloured pigments red, yellow, and blue that cannot 
be matched by mixing other pigments 

primary consumer n a herbivore - compare secondary consumer, 

TERTIARY CONSUMER 3" FCX)D 

'primary .school n a school usu for pupils from S to 1 1, but sometimes 
also including nursery school 

primary ayphilis n the first stage of syphilis which is marked by the 
development of a deep ulcer and the spread of the causative bacterium in 
the tissues of the body 

primate /pnemayt or (esp m sense 1) -mat/ n 1 oilen cap a bishop 
having precedence (eg in a nation) 2 any of an order of mammals 
including human beings, the apes, monkeys, and related forms (e g lemurs 
and tamers) [ME primat, fr OF, fr ML pnmat-, pnmas archbishop, fr 
L, leader, fr pnmus] - prinateship n, prlmatiai /-'maysh(a)l/ adj, 
priflutology Ama'tobji/ n, primatologist n, primatological /-mata'lojikl/ 
adj 

'prime /p iem/ n 1 often cap the second of the canonical hours, ong fixed 
for 6 am 2 the most active, thnving, or successful stage or period </n the 
of his life) 3 the chief or best individual or part; the pick of the 
flock, and choicest of the stall -Alexander Pope) 4 primcjjirimc number 
a positive integer that has no factor except itself and 1 number 5 
the symbol ' used in mathematics as a distinguishing mark (e g in denoting 
derivatives of a function) [ME, fr OE pnm, fr L prima bora first 
hour] 

’prime adj 1 first in time; original 2 having no factor except itself and 1 
<J IS a ^ number) 3a first in rank, authonty, or significance; principal 
b of meat, esp beef of the highest grade or best quality regularly marketed 
4 not deriving from sthg else; primary [ME, fr MF, fern of pnn first, fr 
L primus; akin to L poor] - primely adv, primencsa n 
’prime vt 1 to fill, load; esp to fill or ply (a person) with liquor 2 to prepare 
(a firearm or charge) for fmng by supplying with pnming or a pnmer 3 
to apply a first coat (e g of paint or oil) to (a surface), esp in preparation 
for painting 4 to put into working order by fillmg or charging with sthg, 
esp a liquid a pump with water) 5 to instruct beforehand, prepare 
the witness) [prob fr ‘pnme] 

prime meridian n the mendian (at Greenwich) of 0* longitude from 
which other longitudes E and W are reckoned 
.prime 'minister n 1 the chief minister of a ruler or state 2 the chief 
executive of a parliamentary government - prime ministership n, prime 
ministry n 

prime mover n 1 God as the creator of (motion in) the physical universe 
2a an initial source of motive power (e g a windmill, water wheel, turbine, 
or internal-combustion engine) b a powerful tractor or lorry 3 the 
original or most influential force in a development or undertaking <he was 
a of the constitutional reform) [trans of ML pnmus motor] 
'primer /'pnema/ n a small book for teaching children to read [ME, fr 
ML primarium, fr LL. neut of pnmanus pnmary] 

’primer n 1 a device (c g a percussion cap) used for ignitmg a charge 2 
material used in priming a surface ['prime + '-er] 
prime rate, prime interest rate n an interest rate at which preferred 
customers can borrow from banks and which is the lowest commercial 
interest rate available at a particular time and place 
prime time n the peak television viewing time, for which the highest 
rates are charged to advertisers 

primeval, A* also primaeral /prie'meevl/ adj I o( the earliest age or ages 
2 existing in or persisting from the beginning (e g of a universe) [L 


pnmaevus, fr pnmus First 4 aevum age - more at ’aye] - primevally 
adv 

priming Apneming/ n the explosive used for igniting a charge ['prime 
+ '-ing] 

primipara /pne'mipara/ n, pi primiparas, primiparae /-n/ 1 a woman 
bearing a first child 2 a woman who has borne only I child [L, fr primus 
first 4 -para] - primiparity /-'mip(3)r3ti/ n, primiparoua adj 
'primitive /'pnmativ/ adj 1 original, pnmary 2a of the earliest age or 
penod; pnmeval b belonging to or charactenstic of an early stage of 
development or evolution <>« technology) 3a elemental, natural b of or 
produced by a relatively simple people or culture <~ art) c lackmg m 
sophistication or subtlety, crude, also uncivilized d(l) self-taught, untu- 
tored (2) produced by a self-taught artist [ME pnmitif, fr L pnmitivus, 
fr pnmitus onginally, fr pnmus first - more at ^primf] - primitively adv, 
primitiveneas n, primitivism n, primitivist n, primitivistic /-'vistik/ adj, 
primitivity /-'tivati/ n 

’primitive n la a pnmitivc concept, term, or proposition b a root word 
2a(]) an artist of an early, esp pre-Renaissance, penod (2) a later imitator 
of such an artist b an artist, esp self-taught, whose work is marked by 
directness and naivete c a pnmitive work of art 3a a member of a 
pnmitive people b an unsophisticated person 

primo /'preemoh/ n, pi primes Amohz/ the first or leading part (e g in 
a duet or tno) [It, fr pnmo first, fr L pnmus] 

primogenitor /.pnemoh'jensta / n an ancestor, forefather [LL, fr L 
pnmus 4 genitor begetter, fr gemtus, pp of gtgnere to beget - more at 
kin] 

.primo'geniture /-'jenicha/ n 1 the state or fact of being the firstborn 
of the children of the same parents 2 the principle by which nght of 
inhentance belongs to the eldest son [LL pnmogemtura, fi L pnmus + 
genitura birth, fr gemtus, pp] 

primordial /pne'mawdyal/ adj la existing from or at the beginning, 
pnmeval b earliest formed in the development of an individual or 
structure 2 fundamental, pnmary [ME, fr LL pnmordialis, fr L pnmor- 
dium ongin, fr neut of pnmordius onginal, fr pnmus first + ordin to 
begin - more at 'ekimf, order] - primordially adv 
primordium /pne'mawdysm/ n, pi primordia /-di .*>/ the earliest stage 
in the development of a part or organ [NL, fr L] 
primp /pnmp/ vt to dress, adorn, or arrange m a careful or fastidious 
manner - vi to dress or groom oneself carefully tl^rh alter of 'pnm] 
primrose /'pnmrohj?/ n 1 any of a genus of perennial plants with showy, 
esp yellow, flowers -—T fndanofred 2 pale yellow [MF pnmerose, fr 
* MF. fr ML pnma rasa, lit , first (early) rose] 

primrose path n a path of case or pleasure; esp one leading to 
disaster 

primula Apnmyoob/ n primrose 1 [ML, fr pnmula vens, lit , firstling 
of spnng] 

primum mobile /.pnemoom 'mohbili/ n, pi primum mobiles Aleez/ the 
outermost concentnc sphere conceived in medieval astronomy as carrying 
the spheres of the fixed stars and the planets in its daily revolution [ME, 
fr ML. lit , first moving thing] 

Primus /'pnemas/ trademark - used for a portable oil-buming stove used 
chiefly for cooking (e g when camping) 

primus inter pares /.pnemas inta 'pcareez/ n first among 
equals [L] 

prince /pnns/ /i 1 a sovereign ruler, esp of a principality 2 a foreign 
nobleman of varying rank and status 3 a person of high rank or standing 
in his class or profession <« - among poets) [ME, fr OF, fr L pnneip-, 
princeps, lit., one who takes the first part, fr pnnws first 4 capere to take 
- more at heave] - princedom n, princeship n 
.prince 'charming n an ideal suitor [Prince Charming, hero of the fairy 
tale Cinderella, trans by Robert Samber /7 1729 Ewnter of Cendnllon by 
Charles Pcrrault tl703 F writer] 

.prince 'consort n, pi princes consort the husbind of a reigning female 
sovereign - used only after the title has been ipecif conferred by the 
sovereign 

'princeiing Aling/ n a petty or insignificant prince 
'princeiy Ah/ adj 1 of a pnnee 2 befitting a prince; noble manners) 
3 magnificent, lavish (a ^ sum) - princely adt^, princeliness n 
, Prince of 'Wales /waylz/ n the male heir apparent to the Bntish 
throne - used only after the title has been specif conferred by the 
sovereign 

,prince's-f eather n a showy annual plant of the amaranth family often 
cultivated for its dense usu red flower spikes 
'princasB /.prin'ses as an ordinary word, usu 'prinses or 'prinsos before a 
name/ n 1 a female member of a royal family; esp a daughter of a 
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sovereign 2 the wife or widow of a prince 3 a woman having in her own 
nght the rank of a pnnce 4 a woman, or sthg personified as female, that 
IS outstanding in a specified respect 

‘princess, princesse /pnn'ses, 'pnnses/ adj closely fitting at the top, flared 
from the hips to the hemline, and having gores or panels (dress with 
line} [F pnncesse princess, fr pnnce] 

'principal /'pnnsipl/ adj most important, consequential, or influential, 
chief [ME, fr OF, fr L pnncipahs, fr pnncip-, pnnceps] - principally 
adv 

‘principal n 1 a person who has controlling authonty or is in a leading 
position eg a the head of an educational institution b one who employs 
another to act for him/her c the chief or an actual participant in a cnme 

- no longer used technically d the person ultimately liable on a legal 
obligation e a leading performer 2 a matter or thing of pnmary import- 
ance e g a a capital sum placed at interest, due as a debt, or used as a 
fund b a main rafter of a roof - principalship n 

principal boy n the role of the hero in Bntish pantomime traditionally 
played by a girl 

principality /.pnnsi'pabti/ n the office or terntory of a prince 
.principal 'parts n pi that senes of verb forms from which all the other 
forms of a verb can be derived 

principle /'pnnsipl/ n la a universal and fundamental law, doctnne, or 
assumption b(l) a rule or code of conduct (2) habitual devotion to right 
pnnciples (a man of (3) a fundamental implication (he objects to the 
of the thing, not the method) c the laws or facts of nature underlying 
the working of an artificial device 2 a pnmary source, a fundamental 
clement (the ancients emphasised the opposing -^s of heat and cold} 3 
an underlying faculty or endowment <such ^ s of human nature as greed 
and cunosity) 4 an-ir aredicnt (e g a chemical) that exhibits or imparls 
a characteristic quality {ME, modif of MF principe, fr L pnncipium 
beginning, fr pnncip-, pnnceps one taking the first part - more at princi ) 
in principle with respect to fundamentals (prepared to accept the 
proptjsition in pnnciplc^ 

'principled adj exhibiting, based on, or charactenzed by principle - often 
usetl in combination </I/g/l•p^nclpled^ 
prink /pnngk/ vb to pnmp [prob alter of ^ prank (to dress or adorn 
showily), prob fr D pronken to strut] • prinker n 
'print /print/ n la a mark made by pressure, an impression b sthg 
impressed with a pnnt or formed in a mould 2 pnnted state or form 3 
pnnted matter or letters • compare smai i print 4a(l) a copy made by 
printing (c g from a photographic negative) (2) a reproduction of an 
ongiiial work of an (e g a painting) (3) an original work of art (e g a 
woodcut or lithograph) intended for graphic reproduction b (an article 
made Irom) cloth with a pattern applied by printing c a photographic 
copy, esp from a negative (ME preinte, fr OF, fr preint, pp of preindrc 
to press, fr 1, premere - more at ‘PRFSs] - in print oblainablc from the 
publisher -- out of print not obtainable from the publisher 
‘print vt 1 to stamp (e g a mark or design) in or on sthg 2a to make a 
copy of by impressing paper against an inked pnnting surface b to 
impress with a design or pattern c to publish in pnnt 3 to wnte each letter 
of separately, not joined together 4 to make (a positive picture) on 
sensiti/ed photographic surface from a negative or a positive -- vr 1 to 
form a pnnted image 28 to work as a pnnier b to produce pnnted matter 
3 to prt^uce sthg by pnnting 4 to use unjoined letters like those of roman 
type 

printable /pnntabl/ adj 1 capable of being pnnted or of being pnnted 
from or on 2 considered fit to publish - printability /-'bilati/ n 
.printed 'circuit n a circuit for electronic apparatus consisting of 
’ conductive matenal in thin continuous paths from terminal to terminal 
on an insulating surface 

printer /'printa/ n 1 a person engaged in pnnting 2 a machine for 
pnnting from photographic negatives 3 a device (c g a line printer) that 
produces pnntout ['print 4 '-er] 

printing /'pnnting/ n 1 reproduction in pnnted form 2 the art. practice, 
or business of a pnnter 3 impression 4c 
'printing .press n a machme that produces pnnted copies 
'printout /-fiwt/ n a pnnted record produced automatically (c g by a 
computer) computer - print oet vt 
'prior /'prie s/ n 1 the deputy head of a monastery ranking next below the 
abbot 2 the head (of a house) of any of vanous religious communities 
(ME, fr OE & MF, fr ML, fr LL, administrator, fr L, former, supenor] 

- priorate /-rat/ n, priorship n 

‘prior adj 1 earlier in time or order 2 taking precedence (e g in import- 
ance) [L, former, supenor, compar of OL pn before; akin to L pnscus 
ancient, prae before - more at for] - priorly adv 


prioress /'pnc-aris, -res/ n a nun corresponding in rank to a pnor 
priority /prie'orati/ n la being pnor b(l) supenority in rank (2) legal 
precedence in exercise of nghts 2 sthg menting pnor attention 
'prior to prep before in time, in advance of fml 
priory /'pne an/ n (the church oO a religious house under a pnor or 
pnorcss 

prise /pnez/ vt, chiefly Br ’pri/f 

prism /pnz(a)m/ n 1 a polyhedron whose ends are similar, equal, and 
parallel polygons and whose faces are parallelograms 2 a transparent 
body that is bounded in part by 2 nonparallel plane faces and is used to 
deviate or disperse a beam of light [LL pnsmat-, prisma, fr Gk, lit , 
anything sawn, fr pnein to saw] 

prismatic /pnz'rnatik/ adj 1 of. like, or being a pnsm 2 formed, 
dispersed, or refracted (as if) by a pnsm effects) ('^ colours) - 
prismatically adv 

prison /’pnz(3)n/ n 1 a state of confinement or captivity 2 a place of 
enforced confinement, specif a building in which people are confined for 
safe custody while on trial or for punishment after conviction (ME, fr OF, 
fr L prehension-, prehensio act of seizing, fr prehensus, pp of prehendere 
to sci/e - more at prehensii e] - prison vt 
prisoner /'priz(3)n3/ n sby kept under involuntary confinement; esp sby 
on trial or in prison 

.prisoner of 'war n a person captured in war 
prisoner's base n a game in which players on each of 2 teams try to 
tag and imprison players of the other team who have ventured out of their 
home territory 

prissy /'pnsi/ adj pnm and over-precise, finicky (prob blend of pnm and 
sissy] - prissily adv, prissiness n 

pristine /"pusteen, -tien/ adj 1 belonging to the earliest penod or state 
2 free from impunty or decay, fresh and clean as if new [L pnstinus, akin 
to L pnor] - pristinely adv 

prithee /'pndhee/ mterj, ari.haic ~ used to express a wish or request 
[alter of if) pray fhee] 

privacy /'pncvasi, pn-/ n 1 being apart from the company or observation 
of others, seclusion 2 freedom from undesirable intrusions and esp 
publicity [ME pnvacie, fr pnvat pnvate] 

'private /'pnevii/ adj la intended for or restneted to the use of a 
particular person, group, etc (a ^ park) b belonging to or concerning 
an individual person, company, or interest (a house) c(l) restneted 
to the individual or ansmg independently of others (my opinion is that 

the whole scheme’s ndiculous) (2) independent of the usual institutions 
< study^ d not general in effect (a statute) e of or receiving medical 
treatment m bntain for which fees are charged and m which the patient 
has more pnv deges than a patient being treated under the National Health 
Serv ice f of or administered by a pnvate individual or organization as 
opposed to a governmental institution or agency (a -- pension scheme) 
2a(l) not holding public office or employment (a - citizen) (2) not 
related to one’s official position, personal correspondence) b having 
the rank of a pnvate <^a - soldier) 3a(l) withdrawn from company or 
observation, sequestered (2) not seeking or having the companionship of 
others (she was a very ^ person) b not (intended to be) known publicly; 
secret [ME pnvat, fr L pnvatus, fr pp of pnvare to depnve. release, fr 
pnvus pnvate, set apart, akin to L pro for - more at for] - privately adv, 
privateness n 

‘private n rank - in private not openly or in public 
private company n a company that has a limited number of sharehold- 
ers and whose sharev are not offered to the general public - compare 

PlilUIC COMPANY 

.private de'tective n a person concerned with the maintenance of legal 
conduct or the investigation of cnme either as a regular employee of a 
pnvate interest (e g a hotel) or as a contractor for fees 
private enterprise n tree enterprise 

privateer /.pneva'tia/ n 1 an armed pnvate ship commissioned to cruise 
against the commerce or warships of an enemy 2 the commander or any 
of the crew of a pnvateer - privateer »7 
.private 'eye n privat^mtective 

private first class n rank 

private law n a branch of law concerned with pnvate people and 
property 

private member's bill n a bill that is not part of the government's 
legislative programme 

private parts n pi the external genital and excretory organs 
private practice n the practice of a doctor or dentist outside the 
National Health Service 
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privatt school n an independent school that is not a Bntish public 
school 

private sector n the part of the economy that is not owned or directly 
controlled by the sute - compare public sector 
private treaty n a sale of property on terms determined by negotiation 
between the seller and buyer - compare auction 
privation /pne'vay$h(d)n/ n 1 an act or instance of depriving; depnva- 
tion 2 bang depnved; esp lack of the usual necessities of life [ME 
privtdon, fr MF pnvatton, fr L privation-, pnvatto, fr pnvatus, pp of 
privarc to deprive - more at private] 

privative /^vativ/ adj constituting or predicating lack or absence of a 
quality <a-, un-, and non- are ^ prefixesy - privative n 
privat-ization, -isation /,pnevatie'zaysh(3)n/ 1 the avoiding of involve- 
ment m anything beyond one’s immediate interests 2 the restoration of 
a nationalized body to pnvate ownership - privatize /pnev3.tiez/ vt 
privet /privit/ n an ornamental shrub with half-evergreen leaves widely 
planted for hedges [origin unknown] 

'privilege /'priv(i)lij/ n a nght, immunity, or advantage granted exclus- 
ively to a particular person, class, or group, a prerogative; esp %uch an 
advantage attached to a position or office [ME. fr OF. fr L pnvilegtum 
law for or against a private person, fr pnvus pnvate + leg-, lex law] 
^privilege vt to grant a pnvilege to 

'privileged adj 1 having or enjoying 1 or more pnvileges classefy 
2 not subject to disclosure in court (a ^ communicationy 
privity /fMivati/ n 1 joint, usu secret, knowledge of a pnvate matter 2 
the relation between people who have a legal interest in the same 
transaction [ME privite, fr OF, fr ML privitat-. pnvitas, fr L pnvus 
pnvate - more at private] 

'privy /'pnvi/ adj 1 shanng in a secret - + to lo the consptracyy 2 
archatc secret, private [ME pnve, fr OF pnve, fr L pnvatus pnvate] - 
privily adv 

‘privy n 1 a small building containing a bench with a hole in it used as 
a toilet 2 NAm toilet 2b 

Privy Council n an advisory council nominally chosen by the Bntish 
monarch a id usu functioning through its committees - Privy Council- 
lor n 

privy purse n, orien cap both Ps an allowance for the monarch’s pnvate 
expenses 

'prize /pnez/ n 1 sthg offered or stnven for in competition or in a contest 
of chance 2 sthg exceptionally desirable or precious [ME pns prize, pnee 
- more at price] 

‘prize adj la awarded or worthy of a pnze <a ^ puptiy b awarded as a 
prize (a medaiy 2 outstanding of a kind <a ^ idioty 
‘prize vt ] to estimate the value of; rate 2 to value highly, esteem [ME 
pnsen, fr MF prisier, fr LL prettare, fr L pretium pnee, value - more at 
price] 

*prize n property or shipping lawfully captured at sea in time of war [ME 
pnse booty, fr OF. act of taking, fr prendre to take, fr L prehendere - more 
at prehensile] 

‘prize, Br also priae /pnez/ vr 1 to press, force, or move with a lever 2 
to open, obtain, or remove with difficulty <fn«/ to ^ information out of 
Aim) [‘prize (lever)] 

'prize.fighting /-.fieting/ n boxing - prizefight n, prizefighter n 
'prize .money n 1 a part of the proceeds of a captured ship formerly 
divided among the officers and men taking the pnze 2 money offered as 
a prize 

'prize.winning /-.wining/ adj having won or of a quality to wui a pnze 
<a designy 

'pro /proh/ n, pt proa 1 an argument or piece of evidence in favour of a 
particular proposition or view <aii appraisal of the '^sand consy 2 one 
who favours or supports a particular proposition or view [ME, fr L, prep, 
for - more at for] 

‘pro adv in favour or affirmation (much has been written ^ and cony 
iprtv] 

‘pro prep for; in favour of 1 [L] 

‘pro a or nfj, pi pros (a) professional - infml 
*pro n, pi pros a prostitute - slang 

'pro- prefix la earlier than; prior to; before <pro/ogue> b rudimentary; 
prot- <pronirc/eiis> 2 projecting (prognathousy [ME, fr OF, fr L, fr Gk, 
before, forwards, fortlL for, fr pro - more at for] 

*pro- /proh-/ prefix 1 taking the place of; substituting for 
(procatbedraiy(pToproctory 2 favouring; supporting; championing 
(pro-Americany 3 onwards; forwards <prGfresf> (propeiy [L pro in 
front of. before, for - more at for] 


proa /’proh-a/ n a fast Malay boat shaped like a canoe and equipped with 
oars, a large tnangular sail, and an outngger [Malay perahu] 
pro-am /.proh 'am/ n an esp golf competition in which amateurs play 
professionals [professional + amateur] 
probabilistic /.probdba'listik/ adj of or based on probability 
probability /.proba'bibti/ n 1 bang probable 2 sthg (e g an occurrence 
or cncumstance) probable 3 a measure of the likelihood that a given event 
will occur, usu expressed as the ratio of the number of times it occurs in 
a test senes to the total number of tnals in the senes stai istics 
probability function n a function of a discrete random vanable that 
gives the probability that a specified value will occur 
'probable /'probabi/ adj 1 supported by evidence strong enough to 
establish likelihood but not proof 2 likely to be or become true or real 
eventsy [ME, fr MF, fr Lprobabilis, it prohare to test, approve, prove 

- more at prove] - probably adv 

‘probable n sby or sthg probable; esp sby who will probably be selected 
(she's a for the new posty 

proband /proh, band/ n subject 3b(l) [L probandus, gerundive of 
probare] 

probang /'proh.bang/ n a slender flexible rod with a sponge on one end 
used esp for removing obstructions from the oesophagus [alter (prob 
influenced by 'probe) of earlier provang (so named by the inventor), of 
unknown ongin] 

'probata /probbayt, -bat/ n the judicial determination of the validity of 
a will, also an official copy of a will certified as valid [ME probat, fr L 
probatum, neut of probatus, pp of prohare] 

‘probata vt, NAm to establish (a will) by probate 
probation /pra’bayshfsjn. proh-/ n la subjection of an individual to a 
penod of testing to ascertain fitness b a method of dealing with (young) 
offenders by which sentence is suspended subject to regular supervision 
by a probation officer 2 the state or a penod of being subject to probation 

- probational adj, probationally adv, probationary adj 
probationer /pra'bayshfsjna/ n I one (e g a newly admitted student 

nurse) whose fitness for a post is being tested dunng a tnal penod 2 an 
offender on probation 

pro'bation .officer n an officer appointed to supervise the conduct of 
offenders on probation 

probative /'prohbativ/ adj serving to prove, substantiating - fml 
'probe /prohb/ n 1 a slender surgical instrument for examining a cavity 
2a a slender pointed metal conductor (e g of elect ncity or sound) that is 
{jcmporanly connected to or inserted in the monitored device or quantity 
b a device used to investigate or send back information, esp from 
interplanetary space ^ ^ space 3a the action of probing b a tentative 
exploratory survey c a penetrating or cntical investigation, an inquiry - 
joum [ML proba examination, fr L prohare] 

‘probe vt 1 to examine (as lO with a probe 2 to investigate thoroughly 

- joum ^ v! to make an exploratory investigation - prober n 
probit /prohbit/ n a unit of measurement of probability based on 

deviations from the mean of a normal distnbution [probability unir] 
probity /probbali/ n adherence to the highest pnnciples and ideals; 
upnghtness - fml [MF probite, fr L probitat-, probitas, fr probus honest 

- more at prove] 

'problem /probbm/ n la a question raised for inquiry, consideration, or 
solution b a proposition in mathematics or physics stating sthg to be done 
2a a situation or question that is difficult to understand or resolve b sby 
who IS difficult to deal with or understand [ME probleme, fr MF, fr L 
problems, fr Gk problems, lit . something thrown forwards, fr proballein 
to throw forward, fr pro- forwards 4 balletn to throw - more at 'pro, 
devil] 

‘problem adj 1 dealing with a social or human problem (a ^ playy 2 
difficult to deal with; presenting a problem (a ^ chthfy 
problematic /.probb'matik/, problematical /-k\/ adj 1 difficult to solve 
or decide; puzzling 2 open to question or debate; questionable 3 of a 
proposition in logic asserted as possible - proMaiiiatically adv 
probotcldean, proboacidian /.prohbs'sidi-an/ n iny of an order of large 
mammals comprising the elephants and extinct related forms [deriv of L 
proboscid-, proboscis] - proboacideao adj 

proboscis /pra'bosis/ n, pi proboadeea also prsboacidea /-AtexJ 1 a 
long flexible snout (e g the trunk of an elephant) 2 any of vanous 
elongated or extendable tubular parts (e g the sucking organ of a mos- 
quito) of an invertebrate anatomy 3 the human nose - infml; 
humor [L, fr Gk proboskis, fr pro- + boskdn to feed; akin to Lith gauja 
herd] 

proboscis monkey n a large monkey of Borneo with a long fleshy 
nose 



777 


pro 


procaryote /.proh'kan-oht/ n a prokaryote - procaryotic /-'otik/ adj 
procedural /pr9'seej(o)r9l. -dyooral, -dys-/ adj of procedure ~ procedn- 
rally adv 

procedure /pra'seejo, proh-/ o 1 a particular way of acting or accom- 
plishing sthg 2 a senes of ordered steps ilcgal 3 an established 
method of doing things <a stickler for [F procedure, fr MF. fr 
proceder] 

proceed /pra'seed, proh-/ vi 1 to anse from a source, originate (this 
trouble ^cd from a misunderstanding) 2 to continue after a pause or 
interruption 3 to begin and carry on an action* process, or movement 4 
to move along a course; advance [ME proceden, fr MF proceder, fr L 
procedere, fr pro- forwards + cedere to go - more at 'pro-, cfde] 
proceeding /pra'seedmg, proh-/ n 1 a procedure 2 pi events, goings-on 
3 pi legal action (divorce ^ s> ipl an ofTicial record of things said or done 
5 (an) affair, transaction - fml in sing , usu pi with sing meaning 
proceeds /prohseedz/ n pi 1 the total amount brought in (the ^ of j 
sale) 2 the net amount received [pi of obs proceed (proceeds)] 
'process /'prohses/ n la a moving forwards, esp as part of a progression 
or development (the histoncal ~ > b sthg going on. a proceeding 2a a 
natural phenomenon marked by gradual changes that lead towards a 
particular result (the of growth) b a senes of actions or operations 

designed to achieve an end, esp a continuous operation or treatment (e g 
in manufacture) 3a a whole course of legal proceedings b a summons, 
wnt 4 a prominent or projecting part of a living organism or an 
anatomical structure (a hone (ME proces, fr MF, fr L processus, fr 
processus, pp of pnx'edcre] 

’process vt 1 to subject to a special process or treatment (e g in the course 
of manufacture) 2 to take appropnate action on (-^ an insurance claim) 

- processible, prc<rf wable adj 

’process vi, chiefly Dr lo move in a procession [back-formation fr 
procession] 

procession /prd'sesh( 3 )n/ n 1 a group of individuals moving along in 
an orderly way, esp as part of a ceremony or demonstration 2 a 
succession, sequence 

'processional /pra'sesh(a)nl/ n a musical composition (eg a hymn) 
designed for a procession 

’processional adj of or moving in a procession ~ processionally adv 
processor /'prohsesa/ n la a computer b the part of a computer system 
that operates on data 2 a computer ^ogram that puts data into a form 
acceptable to the computer USE -T comi'Ui hr [’process ^ '-or] 
proc^s-verbal /proh, say vuh'bal (Fr pros» vt rbal)/ n. pi proces-verbaux 
/vuhboh (Fr vi rbo)/ a written statement in support of a charge in French 
law [F, lit , verbal tnal] 

proclaim /pra'klaym, proh-/ vt 1 to declare publicly and usu oOicially. 
announce 2 to give outward indication of, show (ME proclamcn, fr MF 
or L, MF proclamer, fr L puK'Iamare, fr pro- before • clamare to cry out 
“ more at pro-, ci aim] - proclaimer n 
proclamation /.prokb'maysh(3)n/ n 1 proclaiming or being pro- 
claimed 2 an official public announcement [ME proclamacion, fr MF 
proclamation, fr L proclamation-, proclamatio, fr proclamatus. pp of 
proclamare] 

proclitic /proh'khtik/ adj, of a word (eg at in at home) being without 
independent accent and pronounced with the following word a.s a pho- 
netic unit [NL prixliticus, fr Gk pro- i LL -cliticus (as in cncliticus 
enclitic)] - proclitic n 

proclivity /pra'klivaii, proh-/ n an inclination or predisposition towards 
sthg, esp sthg reprehensible - often pi with sing meaning [L proclivitas, 
fr prochvis sloping, prone, fr pro- forwards ^ cinus hill - more at pro-, 
dfcuvity] 

proconsul /.proh'konsi/ n 1 a governor or military commandei ' an 
ancient Roman province 2 an administrator in a modem dependency or 
occupied area [ME, fr L, fr pro console for a consul] -- proconsulship n, 
proconsular A'konsyoob/ adj, proconsulate /-syoobt/ n 
procrastinate /proh'krasunayt, pra-/ vi to delay intentionally and 
reprehensibly in doing sthg necessary - fml [L procrastinatiis, pp of 
procrastmare, fr pro- forwards + crastinus of tomorrow, fr eras tomor- 
row] - procrastinator n, procrastination /-'naysh(a)n/ n 
procreate /.prohkn'ayt/ vb to beget or bnng forth (young) (L pro- 
creatus, pp of procreare, fr pro- forth i create to create] - procreaHve adj, 
procreator n, procreation /-'aysh(a)n/ n 

Procrustean /proh'knistyan. -ti an/ adj, often cap seeking to enforce or 
establish conformity (e g to a policy or doctnne) by arbitrary and often 
violent means (Frwn/sfes, mythical robber of ancient Greece who forced 
his victims to fit a certain bed by stretching them or lopping off their legs, 
fr L, fr Gk Frokroustes, lit., stretcher] 


proctology /prok'tobji/ n a branch of medicine dealing with the 
structure and diseases of the anus, rectum, and lower part of the large 
intestine [Gk proktos anus E -logy] - proctologist n, proctologic 
/-ta'Iojik/, proctological adj 

proctor /'prokta/ n a supervisor, monitor; specif one appointed to 
maintain student discipline at Oxford or Cambridge [ME procutour 
procurator, proctor, alter of procuratour] - proctorship n, proctorial 
/-'tawn al/ adj 

procumbent /proh'kumbant/ adi being or having stems that trail along 
the ground without rooting [L procumbent-, procumbens, prp of procum- 
bere to fall or lean forwards, fr pro- forwards + -cumbere to he down - 
more at rlcumbfnt] 

procuration /,prokyoo'raysh(3)n/ n 1 the authonty vested in an attor- 
ney 2 the action of obtaining sthg (c g supplies), procurement - fml [ME 
prcKuratioun, fr MF procuration, fr L procuration-, procuratio, fr 
procuratus, pp of procurare] 

procurator /prokyoo,rayt3/ n 1 an agent 2 an administrator of the 
Roman empire entrusted with the financial management of a province - 
procuratorlal /-ra'tawn al/ adj 

.procurator-'fiacal n, often cap PAF a local public prosecutor in 
Scotland 

procure /prs'kyooa/ vt 1 to get and provide (esp women) lo act as 
prostitutes 2 to obtain, esp by particular care and effort 3 to achieve, 
BRING ABOUT - VI to procurc womcn USE {vt 2A3) fml [ME procuren 
to contnve, obtain, fr LL procurare, fr L, to take care of, fr pro- for + 
cura care] - procurable adj, procurance n, procurement n 
procurer /pra'kyoo^ra/, fern procuress /-ns/ n shy who procures women 
for prostitution [procurf + ’-er] 

'prod /prod/ vb -dd- vt 1 to poke or jab (as lO with a pointed instrument 
2 to incite to action, stir ^ vi to make a prixiding or jabbing movement, 
esp repeatedly [perh alter of E dial brod (to goad), fr or akin to ON 
broddr spike] - prodder n 

’prod /I 1 a pointed instrument 2 a prodding action, a jab 3 an incitement 
to act 

'prodigal /'prodigl/ adj 1 recklessly extravagant or wasteful 2 yielding 
abundantly, lavish <- of new ideas) - fml [L prodigus, fr prodigere to 
dnvc away, squander, fr pro-, prod- forth + agere to dnvc - more at pro-, 
aijFNt] - prodigally adv, prodigality /-'gabti/ n 
’prodigal n 1 a repentant sinner or reformed wastrel 2 one who spends 
or gives lavishly and foolishly 

prodigious /pra'dijas/ a Jy 1 exciting amazement or wonder 2 extraordi- 
nary in bulk, quantity, or degree, enormous - prodigiously adv, prodi- 
giousoess '' 

prodigy . raidiji/ n la sthg extraordinary, inexplicable, or marvellous 
b an exceptional and wonderful example \a - of patience) 2 a person, 
esp a child, with extraordinary talents [L prodigium omen, monster, fr 
pro-, prod- ♦ -igium (akin lo aio I say) - more at adage] 

'produce /pra'dyoohs/ vt 1 to offer lo view or notice, exhibit 2 to give 
birth or rise lo 3 to extend in length, area, or volume <- a side of a 
triangle) 4 to act as a producer of 5 to give being, form, or shape to, 
make, esp to manufacture 6 to (cause to) accumulate -- n to bear, make, 
or yield sthg [ME (Sc) producen, fr L producere, fr pro- forwards ^ 
ducere lo lead - more at 'low] - producible adj 
’produce /'prodyoohs/ n agncultural products, esp fresh fruits and 
vegetables as distinguished from gram and other staple crops 
producer /pra'dyoohsa/ n 1 an individual or entity that grows agncul- 
tural products or manufactures articles 2a sby who has responsibility for 
the administrative aspects of the production of a film (eg casting, 
schedules, and esp finance) b Br director 3 3 an organism, usu a 
photosynthetic green plant, that can synthesize organic matter from 
inorganic materials a^ that often serves as food for other organisms - 
compare consumiji food ['producf + ’-er] 
producer gas n a manufactured fuel gas consisting chiefly of carbon 
monoxide, hydrogen, and nitrogen 

product /"prodakt, -dukt/ n 1 the result of the multiplying together of 
2 or more numbers or expressions 2 sthg produced by a natural or 
artificial process; specif a result of a combination of incidental causes or 
conditions (a typical of an arts education) 3 a salable or marketable 
commodity (tourism should be regarded as a [(I) ME, fr ML 
productum, fr L, sthg produced, fr neut of productus, pp of producere’, 
(2, 3) L productum] 

production /pra'duksh(a)n/ n la sthg produced; a product b(l) a 
literary or artistic work (2) a work presented on the stage or screen or 
over the air 2a the act or process of producing b the creation of utility; 
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esp the making of goods available for human wants 3 total output, esp 
of a commodity or an industry - productional adj 

production line n line Sh 

productive /pra'duktiv/ adj 1 having the quality or power of producing, 
esp in abundance fishing watersy 2 efTective in bnnging about; being 
the cause of 3a yielding or furnishing results or benefits <a ^ programme 
of education} b yielding or devoted to the satisfaction of wants or the 
creation of utilities - productively adv, productivenesa n, productivity 
/.produk'tivati/ n 

proem /'proh-em/ n 1 a preface or intrc^uction, esp to a book or speech 

2 a prelude [ME proheme, fr MF. fr L prooemium, fr Gk pmotmion, fr 
pro- + ome song) - procmial /-'eemi-al/ adj 

proenzyme /.proh*'enziem/ n a zymogen [ISV] 

prof /prof/ n a professor - slang 

profenetion /.profa'naysh(a)n/ n (a) profaning 
'profene /pra'fayn/ vt 1 to treat (sthg sacred) with abuse, irreverence, or 
contempt; desecrate 2 to debase by an unworthy or improper use - 
profaner n 

*profene adj 1 not concerned with religion or religious punnises 2 
debasing or defiling what is holy, irreverent 3a not among the initiated 
b not possessing esotenc or expert knowledge (ME prophane, fr MF, fr 
L profanus, fr pro- before + fanum temple - more at pro-, feast) - 

profanely adv, profanenesa n 

profanity /pra'fanati/ n la being profane b (the use oO profane 
language 2 a profane utterance 

profesa /pra'fes/ vt 1 to receive formally into a religious community 2a 
to declare or admit openly or freely; affirm b to declare falsely, pretend 

3 to confess one’s faith in or allegiance to 4 to be a professor of (an 
academic discipline) ^^vi to make a profession or avowal [(1) ME 
profeasen, fr profes, adj, having professed one’s vows, fr OF, fr LL 
professus, fr L, pp of profHen to profess, confess, fr pro- before -h faten 
to acknowledge. (2-4 & vi) L professus, pp - more at confess] 

pro'fessdd adj 1 openly and freely admitted or declared <a atheist} 
2 professing to be qualified <a ^ solicitor} 3 pretended, feigned 
misery} - professedly /-sidli/ adv 

profeMion /pra'fesh(a)n/ n 1 the act of taking the vows of a religious 
community 2 an act of openly declanng or claiming a faith, opinion, etc; 
a protestation 3 an avowed religious faith 4a a calling requinng special- 
ized knowledge and oflen long and intensive academic preparation b a 
principal calhng, vocation, or employment c sing or pi in constr the whole 
body of people engaged in a particular calling 
'profMSional /pr3'fesh(a)nl/ adj la (charactenstic) of a profession b 
engaged in 1 of the learned professions c(l) characterized by or conform- 
ing to the technical or ethical standards of a profession < ^ conduct} (2) 
charactenzed by conscientious workmanship <a sound ^ novel} (jdid a 
really ^ job on the garden} 2a engaging for gain or livelihood in an 
activity or field of endeavour often engaged in by amateurs b engaged in 
by professionals football} 3 following a line of conduct as though it 
were a profession <a ^ agitator} - derog 4 of a breaking of rules, esp in 
sport intentional - euph - professionalize vt, professionally adv 
’professional n 1 one who engages in a pursuit or activity professionally 
2 one with sufficient experience or skill in an occupation or activity to 
resemble a professional <a real ^ when it comes to mending cars} ~ 
infml 

pro'fessionalism /-iz(3)m/ n 1 the esp high and consistent conduct, 
aims, or qualities that characterize a profession or a professional person 
2 the following for gain or livelihood of an activity often engaged in by 
amateurs 

professor /praTeso/ n 1 sby who professes or declares sthg (e g a faith 
or opinion) 2a a staff member of the highest academic rank at a 
univenity; esp the head of a university department b sby who teaches or 
professes special knowledge of an art, sport, or occupation requiring skill 
c Mm a teacher at a university, college, or sometimes secondary school 
- profenonbip n, professorate /-rat/ n, professorial /.profas'awri-al/ 
adj 

professoriate, professoriat /.profa'sawri at/ n 1 the body of professon 
2 a professorship [modif of F professorat, fr professeur professor, fr L 
professor, fr professus] 

proffer /’profa/ vt to present for acceptance: tender [ME profren, fr AF 
profrer, fr OF poroffrir, fr por- forth (fr L pro-) offrir to offer - more 
at PRO-] 

proficient /praTish(a)nt/ adj well advanced or expert in an art, skill, 
branch of knowledge, etc [L proficient-, proficiens, pip of proficere to go 
forwards, accomplish, fir pro- forwards + facere to make - more at pro-, 
'do] - profidescy n, prefidest n, profldently adv 


'profile /'prohfiel/ n 1 a side view, esp of the human face 2 an outline 
seen or represented in sharp relief; a contour 3 a side or sectional 
elevation- e g a a drawing showing a vertical section of the ground b a 
vertical section of a soil from the ground surface to the underlying 
material 4 a concise wntten or spoken biographical sketch [It profile, fr 
profilare to draw in outline, fr pro- forwards (fr L) + filare to spin, fr LL 
- more at 'file] 

’profile vt 1 to represent m profile or by a profile; produce a profile of 
(e g by drawing or writing) 2 to shape the outline of by passing a cutter 
round - profiler n 

'profit /‘profit/ n t a valuable return, a gam 2 the excess of returns over 
expenditure 3 compensation for the assumption of nsk in business 
enterpnse, as distinguished from wages or rent [ME, fr MF, fr L 
profectus advance, profit, fr profectus, pp of proficere] - profitleas adj 
’profit VI to derive benefit; gam - usu f from or by < -«- ed greatly from 
these lessons} — v/ to be of service to; benefit <ff will not ^ you to start 
an argument} 

profitable /'profitabl/ adj affording financial or other gams or profits - 
profitableness n, profitably adv, profitability /-ta'bibti/ n 
profiteer /.profi'tia/ n one who makes an unreasonable profit, esp on the 
sale of scarce and essential goods - profiteer vt 
profiterole /'profits, rohl. pra’fita.rohl/ n a small hollow ball of 

cooked choux pastry that is filled with a sweet or savoury preparation, esp 
one filled with whipped cream and covered with a chocolate sauce [F, fr 
profiter to profit] 

profit sharing n a system or process under which employees receive a 
part of the profits of an industrial or commercial enterprise 
'profligate fprofligM/ adj 1 utterly dissolute, immoral 2 wildly extrava- 
gant, prodigal [L profhgatus, fr pp of profhgare to stnkc down, fr pro- 
forwards, down t -fhgare (akin to fhgere to strike), akin to Gk thlibem 
to squeeze] - profligacy n, profligately adv 
’profligate n a person given to wildly extravagant and usu grossly 
self-indulgent expenditure 

pro forma /.proh 'fawma/ adj 1 made or earned out m a perfunctory 
manner or as a formality 2 provided m advance to presenbe form or 
desenbe items / ^ invoice} [L] 

profound /pra'fownd/ adf la having intellectual depth and insight b 
difficult to fathom or understand 2a extending far below the surface b 
coming from, reaching to, or situated at a depth, deep-seated <a sigh} 
3a characterized by intensity of feeling or quality b all encompassing, 
qomplete sleep} (ME, fr MF profond deep, fr L profundus, fr pro- 
before F fundus bottom - more at pro-, bottom] - profoundly adv, 
profoundness n 

profundity /pra'fundati/ n la intellectual depth b sthg profound or 
abstruse 2 being profound or deep [ME profundite, fr MF profundite, 
fr L profunditat-, profunditas depth, fr profundus] 
profuse /pra’fyoohs/ adj 1 liberal, extravagant < ^ m their thanks} 2 
greatly abundant; bountiful <a - harvest} [ME, fr L profusus, pp of 
profundere to pour forth, fr pro- forth + fundere to pour - more at 
*foond] - profusely adv, profuseness n 

profusion /pra'fyoohzh(3)n/ n 1 bang profuse 2 a large or lavish 
amount 

progenitor /.proh'jenita/ n la a direct ancestor; a forefather b a 
biologically ancestral form 2 a precursor, onginator [ME, fr MF progeni- 
teur, fr L progenitor, fr progenitus, pp of progignere to beget, fr pro- forth 
4 gignere to beget - more at kin] 

progeny /’projmi/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a descendants, children b 
offspnng of animals or plants 2 an outcome, product - fml [ME progente, 
fr OF, fr L progenies, fr progignere] 

progestational /,prohje'suysh(3)nl/ adj preceding pregnancy or gesta- 
tion; esp associated with ovulation 

pregeaterone /proh'jesta,rohn/ n a steroid progestational hormone 
[progestin -4 sterol f -one] 

progeatin /proh'jestin/ n a progestational hornipne, esp progesterone 
[pro- + gestation + -in] 

progeatogen /proh'jestajin/ n any of several progestational steroids (c g 
progesterone) [progestational f -ogen (as in oestrogen)] 
proglottid /proh'glotid/ n a segment of a tapeworm containing both 
male and feifAle reproductive organs [NL proglottid-, proglottis, fr Gk 
progidttis tip 6f the tongue, fr pro- f glotta tongue - more at 'gijOss; fr 
Its shape] - progiottidean /-.gloti'dee-an, -glo'tidi-an/ adj 
.pro'glottia /-'glotis/ n. pi proglottides /-ti.deez/ a proglottid 
prognathic /prog'nathik/ adj prognathous 

prognathoua /prog'naythas/ adj having the jaws projecting beyond the 
upper part of the face 
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prognosis /prog'nohsis/ n, pi prognoses /-see-// 1 the prospect of 
recovery as anticipated from the usual course of disease or peculiarities 
of a particular case 2 a forecast, prognostication - fml (LL, fr Gk 
prognosis, lit , foreknowledge, fr progtgnoskem to know before, fr pro* » 
gignoskem to know - more at know] 

prognostic /prog'nostik/ n 1 sthg that foretells, a portent 2 prognosti- 
cation. prophecy USE fml [ME pronostique, fr MF. fr L prognosticum, 
fr Gk prognostikon, fr ncut of prognostikos foretelling, fr progignoskein] 

- prognostic adj 

prognosticate /prog'nosti,kayt/ vt 1 to foretell from signs or symp- 
toms. predict 2 to indicate in advance; presage USE fml - prognosticator 
n, prognosticative /-kstiv/ adj, prognostication /•'kaysh(a)n/ n 
prograde /.proh'grayd/ adj. of orbital or rotational movement in the 
same direction as neighbouring celestial bodies - compare RLiRfK.RADr 
[L pro- forwards < gradi to go - more at pro-. GRAorj 
’program /'prohgram/ n la a plan for the programming of a mechanism 
(e g a computer) -.y compittfr b a sequence ofeoded instructions that 
can be inserted into a mechanism (e g a computer) or that is part of an 
organism 2 chiefly NAm a programme 
’program W -mm- {NAm -mm-, -m-) 1 to work out a sequence of 
operations to be performed by (a computer oi similar mechanism), 
provide with a program 2 chiefly NAm to programme programmable 
adj, programmability /-ma'bibti/ n 

programmatic /.prohgra'matik/ adj 1 of programme music 2 of. 

resembling, or having a programme - programmatically ad\ 
’programme, NAm chiefly program /'prohgram/ n la a bnef usu 
pnntcd (pamphlet containing a) list of the features to be presented, the 
people participatmg. etc (e g in a public performance or entcrtammeni) 
b the pcrformauLC ui .* programme c a radio or television broadcast 
characterized by some feature (e g a presenter, a purpose, or a theme) 
giving It coherence and continuity _ / in fvisiun 2 a systematic plan 
of action /a rehousing ^ 3 a curriculum 4 a prospectus, syllabus 5 

matter for programmed instruction [h programme agenda, public notice, 
fr Gk programma, fr prographein to write before, fr pro- before * 
graphem to write] 

’programme, NAm chiefly program \i la to arrange or provide a 
programme of or for b to enter in a programme 2 to cause to conform 
to a pattern (eg of thought or behaviour), condition \our visions of 
marnage have been ^ d by Holly yvood;; ~ programmable ajj, program- 
ming 11 , programmability /-ma'bibti/ n 

'programmed, NAm also programed adj (in the form) of programmed 
instruction 

programmed instruction n instruction given in small steps witn each 
requiring a airrect response by the learner before going on to the next 
step 

programme music n music intended to suggest a sequence of images 
or incidents 

programmer, NAm also programer /'prohgram,)/ n 1 a person or 
device (hat prepares and tests programs for mechanisms 2 a person or 
device that programs a mechanism (e g a computer) 3 one who prepares 
educational programmes [’pRiXiRAM, -pRCKiRAMMF • -lr] 

’progress /'prohgrcV n la a ceremonial journey, esp a monarch’s tour 
of his/her dominions b an expedition, journey, or march 2 a forward or 
onward movement (e g to an objective or goal), an advance 3 gradual 
improvement; esp the progressive development of mankind (ME, fr L 
progressus advance, fr progressus. pp of progredi to go forth, fr pro- 
forwards -i gradi to go - more at fro-, gradf] - in progress occurnng, 
going on 

’progress /pra'gres/ vj 1 to move forwards, proceed 2 to develop > a 
higher, better, or more advanced stage -- w 1 to oversee and ensure the 
satisfactory progress or running of (e g a project) it he editor must 
articles from conception to publicationy 2 to ascertain and attempt to 
bnng forward the delivery or completion date of <- these orders) 
progression /pr 3 'gresh( 3 )n/ n 1 a sequence of numbers in which each 
term is related to its predecessor by a uniform law 2a progressing, 
advance b a continuous and connected senes, a sequence 3 succession of 
musical notes or chords - progrettional adj 
’progressive /pra'gresiv/ adj la of or charactenzed by progress or 
progression b making use of or interested in new ideas, findings, or 
opportunities c of or being an educational theory marked by emphasis on 
the individual, informality, and self-expression 2 moving forwards con- 
tinuously or in stages; advancing 3 increasing in extent or severity <a -- 
disease) 4 of or constituting a verb form (c g am working) that expresses 
action in progress 5 increasing in rate as the base increases <a ^ tax') - 


progressively adv, progressiveness n, progressivism n. progressivist n or 
adj, progressivistic /-'vistik/ adj 

’progressive n 1 sby or sthg progressive 2 sby believing in moderate 
political change, esp social improvement, esp, cap a member of a political 
party that advocates these beliefs 

prohibit /pra'hibit, proh-/ vt 1 to forbid by authoniy 2a to prevent from 
doing sthg b to preclude [ME prohibiten, fr L prohibitus, pp of prohibere 
to hold away, fr pro- forwards « habere to hold] 
prohibition /.proh hi'bish(3)n/ n 1 the act of prohibiting by authonty 
2 an order to restrain or stop 3 often cap the forbidding by law of the 
manufacture and sale of alcohol 4 a judicial writ prohibiting a.lower court 
from proceeding in a case beyond its jurisdiction - prohibitionist n 
prohibitive /pra'hibativ, proh-/, prohibitory /-Kajn/ adj 1 tending to 
prohibit or restrain 2 tending to preclude the use or acquisition of sthg 
^the running expenses seemed - prohibitively adv, probibitive- 
ness n 

’project /'projekt, also proh-/ /> 1 a specific plan or design, a scheme 2 
a planned undertaking c g a a definitely formulated piece of research b 
a large undertaking, esp a public works scheme c a task or problem 
engaged in usu by a group of pupils, esp to supplement and apply 
classroom studies [ME proiecte, modif of MF pouijet, fr pourjeter to 
throw out, spy, plan, fr pour- (fr L porro forwards) + jeter to throw, akin 
to Gk pro forwards - more at for, ^jft] 

’project /pra'jekt/ vt la to devise in the mind, design b to plan, figure, 
or estimate for the future 2 to throw forwards or upwards, esp by 
mechanical means 3 to present or transport in imagination <a book that 
tnes to ^ how the world will look in 2100'> 4 to cause to protrude 5 to 
cause (light or an image) to fall into space or on a surface 6 to reproduce 
(e g a point, line, or area) on a surface by motion in a presenbed direction 
7a to cause (one's voice) to be heard at a distance b to communicate 
vividly, esp to an audience c to present or express (oneselO m a manner 
that wins approval (must leam to ^ yourself better if you want the joby 
8 to attnbute (sthg in one's own mind) to a person, group, or object <a 
nation is an entity on which one can ^ many of the worst of one's 
instincts ■ TLS; - vt 1 to jut out, protrude 2 to attribute sthg in one’s 
own mind to a person, group, or object [partly modif of MF pourjeter, 
partly fr 1. projectus, pp of proicere to throw forwards, fr pro- jacere 
to throw - more at jft] - projectable adj 
’projectile /pra'jcktiel/ /; 1 a body projected by external force and 
continuing in motion by us own inertia, esp a missile (e g a bullet, shell, 
or grenade) fired from a weapon 2 a self-propelling weapon (c g a 
rocket) 

’projeetdv idj 1 projecting or impelling 2 capable of being thrust 
forwards 

projectior, pra'jckshf^Jn/ n la a systematic representation on a flat 
surface of latitude and longitude from the curved surface ol the earth, 
celesti?t sphere, etc b (a graphic reproduction formed by) the process of 
reproducing a spatial object on a surface by projecting its points 2 the act 
of throwing or shooting forward, ejection 3i a jutting out b a part that 
juts out 4 the act of perceiving a subjective mental image as objective 5 
the attnbution of one's own ideas, feelings, or attitudes to other people 
or to objects, esp as a defence against feelings of guilt or inadequacy 6 
the display of films or slides by projecting an image from them onto a 
screen 7 an estimate of future possibilities based on a current trend - 
projectional adj 

projectionist /pr3'jekch(9)msl/ n the operator of a film projector or 
television equipment 

projective /pra'jcktiv/ adj of. produced by, or involving projection - 
projectively adv 

projector /pra'jckla/ n an apparatus for projecting films or pictures onto 
a surface -JT tflfvision ['projeci + '-or] 

prokeryote, procaryote /proh'kan.oht/ n an organism (e g a bactenum 
or a blue-green alga) that does not have a distinct nucleus - compare 
EEiKARSorF [pro- F kary- 4 -ote (as in zygote)] - prokaryotic /-'otik/ 
adj 

prolactin /proh'laktm/ n a pituitary hormone that causes milk pro- 
duction in some mammals ['pro- ♦ lact- + -/n] 
prolapse /'proh, laps/ n the falling down or slipping of a body part (e g 
the uterus) from its usual position or relations [NL prolapsus, fr LL, fall, 
fr L prolapsus, pp of prolabi to fall or slide forwards, fr pro- forwards 
labi to slide - more at pro-, slffp] - prolapse vt 
prolate /'proh,layt/ adj elongated in (he direction of a line joining the 
poles <a spheroicfy - compare oblatf: [L prolatus (pp of proferre to 
bnng forwards, extend), fr pro- forwards latus, pp of fern to carry] 
prole /prohl/ n or adj (a) proletanan - derog 



pro 


780 


prol#g /jMroh.lcg/ o a fleshy leg on an abdominal segment of some insect 
larvae CF anatomy 

prolegomenon /.prohle'gominan, ,pro-/ n, pi prolegomena /-mino/ an 
introductory section, esp to a learned work [Gk, neut prp passive of 
prolcgein to say beforehand, fr pro- before ^ Icgcin to say] - prolegomen- 
WUMdj 

prolepeie /proh'lepsis/ n, pi prolepacs /-.seez/ anticipation; csp the 
representation of a future act or development as alre^y existing or 
accomplished - fml [Gk prolepsis, fr prolambanein to take beforehand, 
fr pro- before + lambanem to take - more at latch] - proleptlc /-'leptik/ 
adj 

prolotarian /.prohli'teon*dn/ o t)r adj (a member) of the proletanat [n 
L proktanuSt member of the lowest social class who served the state by 
producing offspnng, fr proles progeny, fr pro- forth ^ -olescere (fr 
aJcscere to grow) - more at old; adj f^r n] - proletarianize vt, proletariani- 
zation /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

proletariat /.prohli'teon-at/ n stng or pi in constr 1 the lowest class of 
a community 2 working ci ass; esp those workers who lack their own 
means of production and hence sell their labour to live [F proletariat, fr 
L proletanus] 

'proliferate /pra'lifarayt/ vi to grow or increase (as lO by rapid pro- 
duction of new parts, cells, buds, etc [back-formation fr proliferation, fr 
F proliferation, fr prohferer to proliferate, fr proli/ere proliferous, fr L 
proles + -fer -ferous] - proUferative /-'Iifl3)r9tiv/ adj, proliferatively adv, 
proliferation /-'raysh(a)n/ n 

’proliferate /pra'lif(3)rat/ adj increased in number or quantity 
[back-formation fr proliferation] 

proliferous /pra1ifl(a)ras/ adj undergoing proliferation, specif, of a 
plant reproducing by putting out runners, side shoots, etc - proliferoualy 
adv 

prolific /pra'lifik/ adj 1 producing young or fruit (freely) 2 marked by 
abundant inventiveness or productivity <a ^ wnterj [F prolifique, fr L 
proles progeny] - prolificacy /-kasi/ n, prolifically adv, prolificneas n, 
prolificity Ah'flsati/ n 

prolix /'prohjiks/ adj 1 unduly prolonged or repetitious <a speech^ 
2 given to \ erbosity in speaking or wnting, long-winded [ME, fr MF & 
L; MF prolixe, fr L prolixus extended, fr pro- forwards + liquere to be 
fluid - more at liquid] - prolixity /-'liksati/ n, prolixly adv 
prologue, NAm also prolog /prohlog/ n 1 the preface or introduction 
to a literary work 2 (the actor delivenng) a speech, often in verse, 
addressed to the audience at the beginning of a play 3 an introductory 
or precedmg event or development [ME prolog, fr OF prologue, fr L 
prologus preface to a play, fr Gk prohgos part of a Greek play preceding 
the entry of the chorus, fr pro- before « legem to speak - more at pro*, 
legend] 

prolong /pra'long/ vt 1 to lengthen in time, continue 2 to lengthen in 
space </o -- a line} [ME prolongen, fr MF prolonguer, fr LL prohngare, 
fr L pro- forwards f longus long] - prolonger /-'iong-a, -'long ga, proh-/ 
n, prolongation /.proh,long'gaysh(a)n, .pro-/ n 
prom /prom/ n 1 promenade concert 2 Br promenade 2 
'promenade /'promajiahd , ,---/ n 1 a leisurely stroll or nde taken for 
pleasure, usu in a public place and often as a social custom 2 a place for 
strolling; esp, Br a pav^ walk along the seafront at a resort [F, fr 
promener to take for a walk, fr L promtnare to drive forwards, fr pro- 
forwards + mtnare to drive - more at amenable] 

’promenade vt to take or go on a promenade ^vt 1 to walk about in 
or on 2 to display (as lO by promenading around <'^d fiis new bicycle 
in front of his fnends} 

promenade concert n a concert at which some of the audience stand 
or can walk about 

promenade deck n an upper deck or an area on a deck of a passenger 
ship where passengers may stroll 

promeneder /proma'nahda/ n sby attending a promenade concert 
['promenade -v '-er] 

Promethean /pra'meethyan/ adj daringly onginal or creative [Prom- 
etheus, demigod of Greek myth who stole Are from Zeus A gave it to man, 
fr L, fr Gk Prom^heus] 

promethium /pra'meethyam/ n a metallic elen^t of the rare-earth 
group obtained as a fission product of uranium periodic table 
[NL, fr L Prometheus] 

prominence /prommans/ n 1 being prominent or conspicuous 2 sthg 
prominent; a projection <a rocky ^ > 3 a large mass of gas arising from 
the lower solar atmosphere 

prominent /’prommant/ adj 1 projecting beyond a surface or line; 
protuberant 2a readily noticeable; conspicuous b widely and popularly 


known; leading [L prominent-, prominens, fr prp of prominere to jut 
forwards, fr pro- forwards + -min^e (akin to mont-, mans mountain) - 
more at ’mount] - prominently adv 

promiscuity /.promi'skyooh-ati/ n 1 a miscellaneous mixture or 
mingling of people or things 2 promiscuous sexual behaviour 
promiscuous /pra'miskyoo-as/ adj 1 composed of a mixture of people 
or things 2 not restricted to 1 class or person, mdiscnminate, esp not 
restricted to 1 sexual partner 3 casual, irregular eating habits} [L 
promiscuus, fr pro- forth 4 miscere to mix - more at pro-, mix] - 
promiscuoualy adv, promiscuousness n 
'promise Apromis/ n la a declaration that one will do or refrain from 
doing sthg specified b a legally binding declaration 2 grounds for 
expectation usu of success, improvement, or excellence (^show ^ > 3 sthg 
promised [ME promts, fr L promissum, fr neut of promissus, pp of 
promittere to send forth, promise, fr pro- forth 4 mittere to send - more 
at PRO-, smite] 

’promise vt 1 to pledge oneself to do, bring about, or provide (sthg for) 
aid} <ibut you ^6 me} 2 to assure <// can be done, I ^ you} 3 to 
betroth 4 to suggest beforehand; indicate (dark clouds rain} --vt \ 
to make a promise 2 to give grounds for expectation, esp of sthg good 
promised land n a place or condition believed to promise final satisfac- 
tion or realization of hopes [fr God's promise to Abram (Abraham) in 
Gen 12 7] 

promisee /.promi'sec/ n sby to whom a promise is made 
promising /'promising/ adj full of promise, likely to succeed or to yield 
good results - promisingly adv 

promisor /.promi'saw, 'promisa/ n one who makes a (legally binding) 
promise 

promissory /'promis(3)n/ adj containing or conveying a promise [ML 
promissonus, fr L promissus, pp] 

promissory note n a wntten promise to pay, cither on demand or at 
a fixed or determinable future time, a sum of money to a specified 
individual or to the bearer 

promo /'promoh/ n. pi promos chiefly Austr an advertising promotion 

- infml [short for promotion] 

promontory /‘promant(3)n/ n 1 hfadi and 2 2a bodily prominence 
[L promuntunum, promontunum: prob akin to prominere to jut forth - 
mofe at prominent] 

promote /pra'moht/ vt la to advance in station, rank, or honour, raise 
b to change (a pawn) into a more valuable piece in chess by moving to 
the 8th rank c to assign to a higher division of a sporting competition (e g 
a football league) - compare rei fgatf 2a to contribute to the growth 
or prosperity of, further < — international understanding} b to help bnng 
(e g an enterpnse) into being; launch c to present (e g merchandise) for 
public acceptance through advertising and publicity [L promotus, pp of 
promovere, lit . to move forwards, fr pro- forwards + movere to move] 

- promoter n, promotive adj 

promotion /pra'mohsh(3)n/ n 1 the act or fact of being raised in position 
or rank; preferment 2a the act of furthering the growth or development 
of sthg, esp sales or public awareness b sthg (e g a pnee reduction or free 
sample) intended to promote esp sales of merchandise - promotional 
adj 

'prompt /"prompt/ vt 1 to move to action; incite (^curiosity ^ed him to 
ask the question} 2 to assist (sby acting or reciting) by saying the next 
words of sthg forgotten or imperfectly learnt 3 to serve as the inciting 
cause of, urge <^^5 senous anxiety about unemployment} [ME 
prompten, fr ML promptare, fr L promptus prompt] - prompter n 
’prompt adj of or for prompting actors 

’prompt la ready and quick to act as occasion demands bPUNcruAi 
2 2 performed readily or immediately assistance} [ME, fr MF or L; 
MF, fr L promptus ready, prompt, fr pp of promerefo bring forth, fr pro- 
forth + emere to take - more at redeem] - pmmptly adv, prompt- 
neaa n 

’prompt n 1 the act or an instance of prompting; a reminder 2 (the 
contract fixing) a limit of time given for payment of an account for goods 
purchased 

promptitude /"promptEtyoohd/ n the quality or habit of being prompt; 
promptness - fml [ME, fr MF or LL; MF, fr LL promptitudo, fr L 
promptus] 

promulgate /'proin(a)l,gayt/ vt to make known by open declaration; 
proclaim - fml (L promulgatus, pp of promulgare to proclaim] - 
promulgator n, promulgation /-'gaysh(3)n/ n 
pronote /proh'nayt/ vt to rotate (the hand or forearm) so that the palm 
Vaces downwards or backwards [LL pronatus, pp of pronare to bend 
forwards, fr L pronus] - proaation /•'nay8h(9)n/ n 
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prone /prohn/ adj I having a tendency or inclination, disposed to 2 
having the front or ventral surface downwards; prostrate - compare 
SUPINE la [ME, fr L pronus bent forwards, tending; akin to L pro 
forwards - more at for] - prone adv, pronely adv, proneneas n 
'prong /prong/ n 1 any of the slender sharp-pointed parts of a fork 2 a 
subdivision of an argument, attacking force, etc [ME pronge. prange fork, 
pcrh akin to MHG pfrengen to press, Lith branktas whiffletrcc] 
’prong vt to stab, pierce, or break up (as lO with a prong 
pronged adj having or divided into prongs, esp having more than 1 
attacking force, each coming from a different direction - usu in combina- 
tion <a J-pronged attack) 

'prong, horn /-.hawnZ n, p7 pronghorns, esp collectively pronghorn a 
ruminant mammal of treeless parts of western N America that resembles 
an antelope 

pronominal /.proh'nominl, pra-/ adj of, resembling, or constituting a 
pronoun [LL pronominalis, fr L pronomin-, pronomen] - pronominally 
adv 

pronoun /'prohnoun/ n a word used as a substitute for a noun or noun 
equivalent and refernng to a previously named or understood person or 
thing [ME pronom, fr L pronomin-, pronomen, fr pro- for 4 nonun-, 
nomcn name - more at pro-, nami-] 

pronounce /pra'nowns/ vt 1 to declare officially or ceremoniously {the 
pnest ^d them man and wife) 2 to declare authoritatively ui as an 
opinion {doctors --d him fit to resume duties) 3 to utter the sounds of. 
esp to say correctly '^vi 1 to pass judgment, declare one's opinion 
definitely or authontatively - often f on or upon 2 to produce speech 
sounds ishe ^s abominably) [ME pronouncen, fr MF prononcier, fr L 
pronuntiare, fr pro- forth 4 nuntiare to report, fr nuntius messenger - 
more at pro-] - ptO'^^imceable adj, pronouncer n 
pro'nounced adj strongly marked, decided - pronouncedly /-sidli/ 
adv 

pro'nouncement /-mant/ n 1 a usu formal declaration of opinion 2 
an authoritative announcement 

pronto /"prontoh/ adv without delay, quickly - infml [Sp, fr L prompius 
prompt] 

pronunciamento /pra.nunsi a'mentoh/ n, pi pronunciamentos, pro- 
nunciamentoes a declaration, esp one made by the leaders of a revolt 
announcing a change of government [Sp pronunciamiento, fr pronunuar 
to pronounce, fr I. pronuntiare] 

pronunciation /pra,nunsi'aysh(a)n/ n the act or manner of pronounc- 
ing sthg - ALPiiABn [ME pronunciacion, fr MF' prononciation, fr L 
pronuntiation-, pronuntiatio, fr pronuntiatus, pp of pronuntiare] - pro- 
nunciational adj 

pro-oastru8 /.proh 'eestris/ n a period immediately preceding oestrus 
characten/ed by preparatory physiological changes [NL] 

'proof /proohf/ n 1 the cogency of evidence that compels acceptance of 
a truth or a fact 2 an act, effort, or operation designed to establish or 
discover a fact or the truth; a test 3 legal evidence 4a an impression (e g 
from type) taken for examination or correction b a proof impression of 
an engraving, lithograph, etc c a test photographic pnnt 5 a lest of the 
quality of an article or substance 6 the alcoholic content of a beverage 
compared with the standard for proof spirit [ME, alter ofpreove. fr OF 
preuve, fr LL proba, fr L probare to prove - more at frovcJ 
’proof adj 1 designed for or successful in resisting or repelling, impervious 
- often in combination <wafe/proof> {soundproof) 2 used in proving or 
testing or as a standard of comparison 3 of standard strength or quality 
or alcoholic content 

'proof vt 1 to make or take a proof of 2 to give a resistant quality to, make 
(sthg) proof against - proofer n 

'proof .read /-.recd/ vt to read and mark corrections on (a puAiO 
[back-formation fr proofreader] - proofreader n 
proof spirit n a mixture of alcohol and water containing a standard 
amount of alcohol, in Bntain S7 1% by volume 
'prop /prop/ n 1 a rigid usu auxiliary vertical support (c g a pole) {pit ^ ) 

2 a source of strength or support {his son was his chief ^ in his old age) 

3 PROP forward [ME proppe, fr MD. stopper; akin to MLG proppe 
stopper] 

’prop vt -pp- 1 to support by placing sthg under or against 2 to support 
by placing against sthg USE often 4 up; compare prop up 
'prop /prop/ n any article or object us^ in a play or film other than 
painted scenery or costumes [short for property] 

*prop /prop/ n a propeller 

propaganda /.propa'ganda/ n 1 cap a division of the Roman cuna 
having junsdiction over missionary territones and related institutions 2 
(the usu organized spreading oO ideas, information, or rumour designed 


to promote or damage an institution, movement, person, etc (NL, fr 
Congregatio de propaganda fide Congregation for propagating the faith, 
organization established by Pope Gregory XV tl623] 
propagand ize, -ise /.propa'gandiez/ vb to subject to or carry on 
propaganda - propagandiam n, propagandist n or adj, propagandistic 
/-'distik/ adj, propagandistically adv 

propagate /propa.gayt/ vt 1 to reproduce or increase by sexual or 
asexual reproduction 2 to pass down (e g a characteristic) to offspring 3a 
to cause to spread out and affect a greater number or area, disseminate 
b to publicize / the Gospel) c to transmit — vi 1 to multiply sexually 
or asexually 2 to increase, extend [L propagatus, pp of proflagare to set 
slips, propagate, fr propages slip, offspnng, fr pro- before ♦ pangere to 
fasten - more at pro, pact] - propagator n, propagable /'prop^gobl/ adj, 
propagative /-gativ/ adj 

propagation /,prop3'gaysh(a)n/ n I an increa.se (e g of a type of 
organism) in numbers 2 the spreading of sthg (e g a belieO abroad or into 
new regions 3 an enlargement or extension (e g of a crack) in a solid body 
[pRoPAGAti. 4 -ion] - propagational adj 
propane /'prohpayn/ n a hydrocarbon of the alkane senes used as a fuel 
[ISV, fr propionic (acid) ♦ -ane] 

propel /prspel/ vt -II- 1 to dnve forwards by means of a force that 
imparts motion 2 to urge on, motivate [ME propellen, fr L propcilere, 
fr pro- before 4 pelJere to dnve - more at fei i] 
propellant also propellent /pra'pebnt/ n sthg that propels- c g a a fuel 
for propelling projectiles b fuel plus oxidizer used by a rocket engine c 
a gas in a pressunzed container for expelling the contents when the 
pressure is released 

propellent, propellant /pra'pebnt/ adj capable of propelling 
pro'peller also propellor /prp'peb/ n screw propfillr [propfl 4 
^-FR. '-or] 

propeller shaft n a shaft that transmits mechanical power, esp from an 
engine -5^ car 

propelling pencil /pra'peling/ n, Br a usu metal or plastic pencil whose 
lead can be extended by a screw device 

propensity /pra'pensaii/ n a natural inclination or tendency - fml [arch 
prepense (leaning towards, disposed), fr L propensus, pp of propendcrc 
to lean or incline towards, fr pro- before ^ pendere to hang - more at 
pendant] 

'proper /'prop.V adj 1 suitable, appropnate 2 appointed for the liturgy 
of a particular day 3 belonging to one, own 4 represented heraldically 
in natural colour 5 belonging characlenstically to a species or individual, 
peculiar f being smelly so-callcd {the borough is not parr of the city — > 
7a smelly ii*. curate, correct b stnctly decorous, genteel {a sery pnm and 
^ gentleman^ 9 chiefly Br lhoTough,comp\c\e {I felt a Charlie^ [ME 
propre proper, own, fr OF, fr L propnus own, special] - propemess n 
’proper n the parts of the mass that vary according to the liturgical 
calend. r 

’proper adv, chiefly dial in a thorough manner, completely 
proper fraction n a fraction in which the numerator is less or of lower 
degree than the denominator 

'properly /-li/ adv 1 m a fit manner, suitably 2 stnctly m accordance 
with fact, correctly speaking) 3 chiefly Br to the full extent, 
completely 

proper name n fropfr noun 

proper noun n a noun that designates a particular being or thing and 
IS usu capitalized (e g Janet, London) 
propertied /'prop^tid/ adj possessing property, esp land 
property /"prop^ti/ n la a quality, attnbute, or power inherent in sthg 
b an attnbute common to all members of a class 2a sthg owned or 
possessed, specif a piece of real estate b ownership c sthg to which a 
person has a legal title 3 >rop [ME proprete, fr MF proprete, propri^e, 
fr L propnetat-, propnetas, fr propnus own, charactenslic] - propertyless 
adj 

prop forward n (the position of) either of the 2 players in rugby on 
either side of the hoiiker in the front row of the scrum sport 
['prop] 

prophaaa /'prohfayz/ n 1 the initial phase of mitosis in which chromo- 
somes are condensed from the resting form and split into paired chroma- 
tids 2 the initial stage of meiosis in which the chromosomes become 
visible as paired chromatids and the nuclear membrane disappears [ISV] 
- prophasic /-'fayzik/ adj 

prophecy /'profisi/ n 1 the function or vocation of a prophet, (the 
capacity to utter) an inspired declaration of divine will and purpose 2 a 
prediction of an event [ME prophecie, fr OF, fr LL prophetia, fr Gk 
propheteia, fr proph^es prophet] 
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prophesy /'profisie/ vt 1 to utter (as iO by divine inspiration 2 to predict 
with assurance or on the basis of mystic knowledge w 1 to speak as if 
divinely inspired 2 to make a prediction [ME prvphesien, fr MF 
prophesier, fr OF, fr pn^hecie] - prophcaier /-.sie-a/ n 
prophet /'profit/, fern propbctaaa /-tes, -'tes/ /i 1 a person who utters 
divinely inspired revelations; specif, often cap the wnter of any of the 
prophetic books of the Old Testament 2 one gifted with more than 
ordinary spintual and moral insight 3 one who foretells future events; a 
predictor 4 a spokesman for a doctrine, movement, etc <a ^ of socialtsnf) 
[ME prophete, fr OF. fr L propheta, fr Gk prophetes, fr pro for f phanat 
to speak - more at for, ’ban] 

prophetic /pra'fetik/, prophetical /'kl/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of a 
prophet or prophecy 2 foretelling events; predictive - prophetically 
adv 

Prophets /'profits/ n pi the second part of the Jewish scriptures 
prophylectic /.profi'lakttk/ adj 1 guarding or protecting from or 
preventing disease 2 tending to prevent or ward off; preventive - fml [Gk 
prophylaktUcos, fr prophylassein to keep guard before, fr pro before + 
phylassein to guard, fr phylak-, phylax guard] - prophylactic n. prophy- 
lactically adv 

prophylaxis /.profi'laksis/ n, pi prophylaxes A'lak.seez/ measures 
designed to preserve health and prevent the spread of disease [NL, fr Gk 
prophylaktikos] 

propinquity /pro'pingkwoti/ n 1 nearness of blood; kinship 2 nearness 
in place or time; proximity USE fml [ME propinqmte, fr L propinquitat-, 
propinquitas kinship, proximity, fr propinquus near, akin, fr prope near 

- more at approach] 

propionate /prohpi-anayt/ n a salt or ester of propionic acid [ISV] 
propionic 'acid /.prohpi'omk/ n a rancid-smelling fatty acid found in 
milk and distillates of wood. coal, and petroleum and used esp in making 
flavounngs and perfumes [ISV 'pro + Gk pion fat; akin to L opimus fat 

- more at fat] 

propitiate /pra'pishuyt/ vt to gam or regain the favour or goodwill of, 
appease [L propitutus, pp of propitiare, fr propitius propitious] ' 
propitiator n, propitlablc adj, propitiatory /•9t(a)n/ adj, propitiation 
/•'aysh(a)ii/ n 

propitious /pra'pishas/ adj 1 favourably disposed, benevolent 2 boding 
well; auspicious 3 tending to favour; opportune <a moment for the 
revolt to break out} [ME propicious, fr L propitius, fr pro for -t- petere 
to seek - more at pro-, feather] > propitiously adv, propitiousBMs n 
propjet /"propjet/ n a turboprop [*prop + jet] 
propolis /’propolis/ n a brownish resinous material of waxy consistency 
collected by bees from the buds of trees and used as a cement [L, fr Gk, 
suburb, bee-glue, fr pro for f polls city - more at pro-, police] 
proponent /pro'pohnont/ n one who argues in favour of sthg; an 
advocate [L proponent-, proponens, prp of proponere to propound] 
'proportion /pro'pawsh(o)n/ n 1 the relation of one part to another or 
to the whole with respect to magnitude, quantity, or degree 2 harmonious 
relation of parts to each other or to the whole; balance 3 a statement of 
equality of 2 ratios (e g in 4/2= 10/5) 4a proper or equal share {each did 
his ~ of the work} h a quota, percentage 5 pi size, dimension [ME 
proporcion, fr MF proportion, fr L proportion-, proportto, fr pro for + 
portion-, portio portion - more at for] 

^proportion vt 1 to adjust (a part or thing) in proportion to other parts 
or things 2 to make the parts of harmomous or symmetneal 
'proportional /pr9'pawsh(a)nl/ adj la proportionate - usu + to <a is ^ 
to b> b having the same or a constant ratio 2 regulated or determined 
in proportionate amount or degree USE (/) symbol - proportion- 
ally adv, proportionality A'aiati/ n 
’proportional n a number or quantity in a proportion 
proportional rapreaantation n an electoral system designed to 
represent in a legislative body each political group in proportion to its 
voting strength in the electorate 

'proportionate /pr3'pawsh(a)nat/ adj being in due proportion - propor- 
tionately adv 

’proportionata /pra'pawsh(3).nayt/ vt to make proportionate; propor- 
tion 

propoaal /pra'pohzl/ n 1 an act of putting forward or stating sthg for 
consideration 2a a proposed idea or plan of action; a suggestion ban offer 
of marriage 3 an application for insurance 

propoaa /pra'pohz/ vi l to form or put forward a plan or intention (man 
‘•^%buf Ood disposes} 2 to make an offer of marriage W la to present 
for cofisklention or adoption <>^d terms for peace} b to establish as an 
aim; intend <^d to spend the summer in study} 2a to recommend to fiU 
a place or vacancy; nominate b to nominate (oneseH) for an insurance 


policy c to offer as a toast the health of the bridesmaids} [ME 
proposen, fr MF proposer, fr L proponere (perf indtc proposui) - more 
at propound] - proposer n 

'proposition /,propa'zish(a)n/ n la sthg offered for consideration or 
acceptance; specif a proposal of sexual intercourse b a formal mathemat- 
ical statement to be proved 2 an expression, in language or signs, of sthg 
that can be either true or false 3 a project, situation, or individual 
requmng to be dealt with (the firm is not a paying ~ - propositional 

adj 

’proposition vt to make a proposal to, specif to propose sexual inter- 
course to 

propound /pra'pownd/ vt to offer for discussion or consideration - fml 
[alter, of earlier propone, fr ME (Sc) proponen, fr L proponere to display, 
propound, fr pro- before + ponere to put, place - more at pro-, position] 
- propounder n 

propranolol /proh'pranalol/ n a synthetic drug that blocks the action 
of adrenalin on beta- receptors and is used esp in the treatment of 
abnormal heart rhythm.s and to lower high blood pressure [prob alter, of 
earlier propanolol, fr propanol (propyl alcohol) + -ol\ 

'proprietary /pra’pnc-at(a)n/ n a body of proprietors [ME propnetane 
owner, fr LL propnetanus, fr propnetanus, adj] 

’proprietary adj 1 (characteristic) of a proprietor rights} 2 made 
and marketed under a patent, trademark, etc (a process} 3 pnvately 
owned and managed (a ^ clinic} [LL propnetanus, fr L propnetas 
property - more at property] 

proprietary colony n a colony granted to a propnetor with full 
prerogatives of government 

proprietor /pra'pne ata/, fern proprietress /-ins/ /i 1 an owner 2 sby 
having an interest less than absolute right [alter of 'propnetary] - 
proprietorship n, proprietorial /-'tawn al/ adj 

propriety /pro'pne ati/ n 1 the quality or state of being proper, fitness 
2 the standard of what is socially or morally acceptable in conduct or 
speech, esp between the sexes, decorum 3 pi the conventions and manners 
of polite society USE fml [ME propnete, fr MF propnete property, 
quality of a person or thing - more at property] 
proprioception /.prohpn a'sepsh(a)n/ n the reception of stimuli pro- 
duced within the organism [L propnus own ^ E <eption (as in recep- 
tion)] - proprioceptive A'sepliv/ adj 

proprioceptor /.prohpn-a'septa/ n a sensory receptor excited by pro- 
pnoceptive stimuli 

pfoptosis /prop'tohsis/ n forward projection or displacement, esp of the 
eyeball [NL, fr LL, falling forwards, fr Gk proptosis, fr propiptein to fall 
forwards, fr pro- f piptein to fall - more at pro-, ffather] 
propulsion /pr3'pulsh(9)n/ n 1 the action or process of propelling 2 
sthg that propels [L propulsus, pp of propellere to propel] 
propulsive /pra'pulsiv/ adj having power to or tending to propel [L 
propulsus] 

prop up vt to give nonmaterial (eg moral or financial) support to 
(government propping up ailing industries} 

propyl /'prohpil, -piel/ n a univalent hydrocarbon radical denved 
from propane [ISV, fr propionic (acid) + -yl\ - propylic /-'pilik/ adj 
propylene Apropileen/ n a hydrocarbon of the alkene senes used chiefly 
in organic synthesis 

pro rata /,proh 'rahta/ adv proportionately according to an exactly 
calculable factor [L] - pro rata adj 

prorate /.proh'rayt, '-,-/ vt to divide, distnbute, or assess proportionately 
^vi to make a pro rata distnbution \pro rata] - proration 
/-'raysh(a)n/ n 

prorogue /pra'rohg, ,proh-/ vt to terminate a session of (e g a parliament) 
by royal prerogative vi to suspend a legislative session [ME prorogen, 
fr MF proroguer, fr L prorogare, fr pro- before m rogare to ask - more 
at PRO, ‘right] - prorogation /,pror3'gay$h(a)n/ n 
pros /prohz/ pi of pro 

pros- /pros/ prefix 1 near; towards (proselyte} 2 leplacement; substitute 
(prosthesis} [LL» fr Gk, fr proti, pros face to Ihcc with, towards, in 
addition to, near; akin to Skt prati- near, towards, against, in return, Gk 
pro before - more at for] 

prosaic /prok'zayik, pra-/ adj la characteristic of prose as distmguished 
from poetry b dull, unimaginative 2 belonging to the everyday world; 
commonplace [LL prosaicus, fr L prosa prose] - praaaically adv 
prosaism /'prohzay,iz(a)m, 'prohzi-/ n 1 a proaaic manner, style, or 
quality 2 a prosaic expression - usu pi USE fml 
prosaist /proh'zayist/ n a prosaic person > fml (L prosa prose] 
proscanium /proh'seenyam, pra-, -ni-am/ n the stage of an ancient 
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Greek or Roman theatre [L. fr Gk proskenicm, fr pro- + skene building 
forming the background for a dramatic performance - more at scfnl] 
proscenium arch n the arch in a conventional theatre through which 
the spectator sees the stage 

prosciutto /pra’shootoh/ n, pi prosciutti /-ti/, prosciuttos /-toh?/ 
smoked spiced Italian ham (It, alter of obs presciutto, fr pre- pre- 
-sciutto, fr L cxsuctus dned up. sucked out, pp of exsugere to suck 
out] 

proscribe /proh'skneb/ vt la to put outside the protection of the law 
b to outlaw, exile, specif, in ancient Rome tp outlaw by publishing the 
name of (a person) 2 to condemn or forbid as harmful, prohibit [L 
pmscnhere to publish, proscnbe, fr pro- before + scnhere to write - more 
at ’scribe] - proscriber n 

proscription /pra'sknpshfaln, proh-/ n 1 proscribing or being pro- 
senbed 2 an imposed restraint or restriction, a prohibition [MEprosenp- 
cion, fr L prosenpuon-, prosenptio, fr prosenptus, pp of prosenbere] - 
proscriptive /-tiv/ adj, proscriptively adv 
prose /prohz/ n la ordinary nonmetncal language b a literary medium 
distinguished from poetry esp by its closer correspondence to the patterns 
of everyday speech 2 a commonplace quality or character, ordmanness 
[ME, fr MF, fr L prosa, fr fern oi prorsus, prosus straightforward, being 
in prose, contr of proversus, pp of provertere to turn forwards, fr pro- 
forwards + vertere to turn - more at pro-, ‘worih] - prose adj 
prosecute /'prosikyooht/ vt la to institute and pursue cnminal pro- 
ceedings against b to institute legal proceedings with reference to \ ^ a 
claims 2 to follow through, pursue {determined to ~ the investigation/ 
3 CARRY ou I 1 - I'Mo institute and carry on a prosecution IJSE(2&3) 
fml [ME prosecuten fr L prosecutus, pp of prosequi to pursue - more at 
piiRSur] 

prosecution /pri>irkyoohsh(3)n/ n 1 prosecuting, spetif the formal 
institution of a criminal charge 2 sing or pJ in constr the pany by whom 
criminal proceedings are instituted or conducted 
prosecutor /'prosikyoiihta/ n sby who instiiutes or conducts an ofTicial 
prosecution 

'proselyte /'prosiliet/ n a new convert, esp to Judaism [ME pioselite, :i 
LL proselytus proselyte, alien resident, fr Gk proselytos, fr pros near * 
-elytos (akin to elthein to go), akin to Gk elaunein to drive - more at 

PROS-, EL AST k] 

^proselyte vb. chiefly NAm to proselytize 
proselytism /prosili,ti/(a)m/ n religious conversion 
proselyt Ize, -isc /'prosili.tie?/ \l to convert (sby). t'sp to a new religion 
VI to (try to) make converts, esp to a new religion - proselytizer n. 
proselytization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

'prose ,poem n a work in prose that has some of the qualities of a poem 
prose poet n 

prosit /'prohzit/ , prost /prohsl/ interj - used to wish sby good health, 
esp before drinking (G, fr L prosit may it be beneficial, fr prodesse to be 
useful - more at proed] 

prosody /'prosadi/ n the study of versificatiori and esp of metrical 
structure (ME, fr L prosodia accent of a syllable, fr Gk prosoidni song 
sung to instrumental music, accent, fr pros in addition to f oide song - 
more at pros-, ode] prosodiat n, prosodic /pra'stxlik/ adj 
prosopopoeia /.pro&opa'pee a/ n a figure of speech in which an 
imaginary or absent person is represented as speaking or acting, esp 
ptRsoNiFiCATioN 1 [L, fr Gk prosopopoiia, fr piosopon mask, person (fr 
pros- * dps face) ♦ poiein to make - more at eyf. poliJ 
'prospect /'prospekt/ n 1 an extensive view, a scene 2a a mental picture 
of sthg to come {doesn V like the of more examinations} b expectaf m. 

|X)ssibility (has a Hne career in c pi (1) financial and soc...l 
expectations (2) chances, esp of success 3a a place showing signs of 
containing a mineral deposit b a partly developed mine c the mineral 
yield of a tested sample of ore or gravel 4 a potential client, candidate, 
etc [ME, fr L prospectus view, prospect, fr prospectus, pp of prospicere 
to look forwards, exercise foresight, fr pro- forwards f specere to look - 
more at pro-, spy] 

^prospset /pra'spekt/ vb to explore (an area), esp for mineral deposits - 

proapector n 

prospective /pra'spcktiv/ adj I likely to come about, expected 2 likely 
to be or become <a -- mother} - proapectiveiy adv 
prospectus /pra'spektas/ n a printed statement, brochure, etc describ- 
ing an organization or enterprise and distnbuted to prospective buyers, 
investors, or participants [L, prospect] 

prosper /prospa/ vi to succeed, thnve; specif io achieve economic success 
~ vt to cause to succeed or thnve (may the gods ^ our city} [ME 


prosperen, fr MF prosperer. fr L prosperare to cause to succeed, fr 
prosperus favourable] 

prosperity /pro'sperati, pra-/ n the condition of being successful or 
thnving, esp economic well-being 

prosperous /'prosp(a)ras/ adj marked by esp financial success [ME. fr 
MF prospereux, fr prosperer to prosper + -eux -ous] - proaperoosly 
adv 

prostaglandin /.prosta'glandin/ n any of vanous cyclic fatty acids that 
are important locally acting hormones in humans and animals and of 
which one is widely used to induce abortions [prostate gland -v -in, fr its 
occurrence in the sexual glands of animals] 

'prostate /‘prostayt/, prostate gland n a partly muscular, partly glandu- 
lar body situated around the base of the male mai^alian urethra that 
secretes a major constituent of the ejaculatory fluid -_!r reproduciion 
[NL prostata, fr Gk prostates, fr proistanai to put in front, fr pro- before 
* histanaj to cause to stand - more at PRr>, stand] 

^prostate also prostatic /pro'statik, pro-/ adj of or being the prostate 
gland 

prosthesis /"prosthasis, sense 1 or -'thee-/ n, pi prostheses /-.secz/ 1 an 
artificial device to replace a missing part of the body 2 prothesis [NL, 
fr Gk, addition, fr prost ithenai to add to. fr pros- in addition to -v tithenat 
to put - more at pros-, ‘ixi] 

prosthetic /pros'thetik/ adj of a prosthesis or prosthetics - prostheti- 
cally adv 

pros'thetics n pi but sing or pi in constr the surgical and denial 
specialities concerned with the artificial replacement of missing parts 
'prostitute /'prosti.tyooht/ vt 1 to make a prostitute of 2 to devote to 
corrupt 4>r unworthy purposes, debase (-^ one's talents) [L prostitutus, 
pp of prostituere, fr pro- before + statuere to station - more at pro-, 
SI A rim] - prostitution /-'tyoohsh(3)n/ n 
’prostitute n a person, esp a woman, who engages in sexual practices for 
money 

prostomium /proh'stohmyam, -mi am/ />, pi prostomia /-mya. -mi a/ 
the portion of the head of vanous worms and molluscs that is situated in 
front of the mouth [NL, fr Gk pro- + stoma mouth more at stomach] 

- prostomiaJ adj 

'prostrate /'prostrayt/ adj 1 lying full-length face downwards, esp m 
adoration or submission 2a physically and emotionally weak, overcome 

< with gnef} b physically exhausted 3 of a plant trailing on the ground 
[ME prostrat, fr L prostratus, pp of prostemere, fr pro- before stemere 
to spread out, throw down - more at strew] 

’prostrate ^pro'strayt/ vt 1 to throw or put into a prostrate position 2 
to put (oncse’f) in a humble and submissive posture or slate 3 to reduce 
to siibmissm* helplessness, or exhaustion; overcome - prostration 
/pro‘straysh(.,jn/ n 

prosy /’prohzi/ adj dull, commonplace, esp tedious in speech or manner 
['prose - prosily adv 

prot-. proto- comb form 1 first in time; earliest, onginal 

< proto/tf/iic> <,protoTvpc*> 2 first-fonncd, pnmary <proioxy/em> 3 cap of 
or constituting the recorded or assumed language that is ancestral to (a 
specified language or group of related languages or dialects) 
<^?To\o-Indo- European) [ME protho-, fr MF, fr LL proto-, fr Gk prof-. 
proto-, fr promos: akin to Gk pro before - more at for] 

protactinium /.prohtak'tini-am/ n an arUflcially produced metallic 
radioactive element of relatively short life ^ f periodic tabi e [NL] 
protagonist /proh'taganist, pra-/ n 1 one who takes the leading part in 
a drama, novel, or siory 2 a leader or notable supporter of a cause [Gk 
protagdmstes, fr prot- prot- ♦ agonistes competitor at games, actor, fr 
agoni/esthai to com|veic. fr agon contest, competition at games - more at 
agony] 

protamine /*prohumeen, -min/ n any of vanous simple proteins that arc 
strong chemical bases, are as.scKiated with nucleic acids, and typically 
contain much arginine [ISV prot- ^ amine] 

protasis /prohtasis/ n, pi protaacs /-.seez/ the subordinate clause of a 
conditional sentence - compare apodosis [LL, fr Gk, premise of a 
syllogism, conditional clause, fr proteinein to stretch out before, put 
forwards, fr pro- + teinein to stretch - more at thin] - protstic 
/proh'tatik, pra-/ adj 

prote-, proteo- comb form protein (proteolysis) [ISV, fr F protciae] 
protea /’prohli-a/ n any of a genus of evergreen shrubs of the S 
hemisphere grown for their dense flower heads [NL, genus name, fr L 
Proteus Proteus] 

protean /pn^'tee-an/ adj 1 readily assuming difTerent shapes or roles 
2 displaying great diversity or vancty [Rrofeus, mythological sea god with 
the power of assuming difTerent shapes, fr L, fr Gk Proteus] 
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protect /pn'tekt/ vf 1 to cover or shield from injury or destruction, 
guard against 2 to shield or foster (a home industry) by a protective taniT 
[L ptotectus, pp of protegere, fr pro- in front + tegere to cover - more 
at PRcv. thatch] - protectant n, protective /-tiv/ adj, protectively adv. 
protectiveneai i? 

protection /pni'tek$h(a)n/ n 1 protecting or being protected 2 sthg that 
protects 3 the shielding of the producers of a country from foreign 
competition by import tariffs 4a immunity from threatened violence, 
often purchased under duress b money extorted by racketeers posing as 
a protective association 5 covcragl 3a 

protectionist /-ist/ n an advocate of government economic protection 
- protectloniaiB n. protectionist adj 

protective 'custody n detention of sby (allegedly) for his/her own 
safety 

protector /pra'tekta/, fern protectress /-tns/ /i la a guardian b a device 
used to prevent injury; a guard 2 often cap the executive head of the 
Commonwealth from 1653 to 1659 [protect + '-or] - protector- 
ship n 

protectorate /pra'tekt(a)r3t/ n la government by a protector b often 
cap the government of the Commonwealth from 1653 to 1659 c the rank 
or (penod oO rule of a protector 2a the relationship of one state over 
another dependent state which it partly controls but has not annexed b 
the dependent political unit in such a relationship 
protectory /pr3'tekt(3)n/ n an institution for the care usu of homeless 
or delinquent children 

fern proCegM /protaiZhay. 'proh-, -tay- (Fr pr3te3e)/ n a person 
under the protection, guidance, or patronage of sby influential [F. fr pp 
of proteger to protect, fr L protegere] 

protein /'prohteen/ n any of numerous genetically specified naturally 
occurring extremely complex combinations of ammo acids linked by 
peptide bonds that are essential constituents of all living cells and are an 
essential part of the diet of animals and humans (F proteine, fr LGk 
proietos primary, fr Gk protos first - more at prot-J - proteinaceous 
/.prohti'nayshas/ adj 

proteinaee /'prohti.nayz, -,nays/ n an enzyme that breaks down pro- 
teins, esp into peptides [ISV] 

pro tom /.proh 'tern/ adv for the time being [short for pro tempore. 
fr L] 

protoo- - sec prote- 

protoolyois /.prohti'olasis/ n the breakdown of proteins or peptides 
resulting in the formation of simpler (soluble) products [NL] - proteo- 
lytic Aa'litik/ adj 

Proterozoic /.prohtara'zoh ik/ adj or n (of or being) an era of geological 
history between the Archaeozoic and the Palaeozoic i volution 
[Gk proteros former, earlier (fr pro before) + ISV -zoic ~ more at 
for] 

^protest Aprobtest/ n la a sworn declaration that a note or bill has been 
duly presented and that payment has been refused b a formal declaration 
of dissent from an act of esp a legislature c a formal declaration of 
disapproval (reprieved in response to international ^ s> 2 protesting, esp 
an organized public demonstration of disapproval 3 an objection or 
display of unwillingness (went to the dentist under ^ > 

‘protest /pra'test/ vt 1 to make formal or solemn declaration or affir- 
mation of 2 to execute or have executed a formal protest against (e g a 
bill or note) 3 NAm to make a formal protest against 4 NAm to 
remonstrate against (unwilling to ~ the cost of her ticket} ~ v/ 1 to make 
a protestation 2 to enter a protest [ME protesten, fr MF protester, fr L 
protestan, fr pro- forth + testan to call to witness - more at prq> 
testament] - protester, protestor n 

protectant /'protistant/ n leap a any of a group who protested against 
an edict of the Diet of Spires in 1529 intended to suppress the Lutheran 
movement b a Chnstian who denies the universal authority of the pope 
and affirms the pnnciples of the Reformation 2 one who makes or enters 
a protest [MF, fr L protestant-, protestans, prp of protestari\ - Prot- 
estantiain n 

Protottant adj, of Protestants, their churches, or their religion 
prOtOStatlon /.prote'staysh(a)n, proh-, -ti-/ n 1 an act of protesting 2 
a solemn declaration or avowal 

prothalamion /.prohtha'laymi an/, prothalaminm /-mi am/ n, pi pro- 
thiliMla /-mi-a/ a song or poem in celebration of a forthcoming marriage 
[NL, fr Gk pro- + -thalamion (as in epithalamion epithalamium)] 
prothalllum /proh'thalyam, -h am/ n, pi protballia /-lya/ (a tiny struc- 
ture of a flowering plant corresponding to) the gamete-producing form of 
a fern or related plant [NL, fr pro- ^ thallus] - protballlal adj 
prothallua /proh'tbalas/ n the prothallium [NL, fr pro- v thallus] 


protheois /'prothasis/ n. pi prothescs /-.seez/ the addition of a sound to 
the beginning of a word [LL, alter, of prosthesis, fr Gk, lit , addition - 
more at prosthesis] - prothetlc /.pro'thetik, pra-/ adj 
prothorax /.proh'lhawraks/ n the front segment of the thorax of an 
insect [NL prothorac-, prothorax, fr 'pro- f thorax] - prothoracic 
/-’rasik, .pro-/ adj 

prothrombin /proh'thrombm/ n a plasma protein produced in the liver 
* in the presence of vitamin K and converted into thrombin in the clotting 
of blood [ISV] 

protist /'prohiist/ n any of a major group of usu single-celled organisms 
including bacteria, protozoans, and vanous algae and fungi [denv of Gk 
protistos very first, primal, fr supcrl of protos first - more at prot ] - 
protistan adj or n 

protium /'prohtyam/ n the ordinary light hydrogen isotope of atomic 
mass I - compare DtinERiuM, rRiiiUM [NL, fr Gk protos first] 
proto- ' sec PROT- 

protochordate /.prohtoh'kawdayt/ n any of a major division of chor- 
date animals that do not have a vertebral column and include the 
hemichordates, lancelets, and tunicates [NL Protochordata, division 
name] 

protocol /'prohtakol/ n 1 an ongmal drafl or record of a document or 
transaction 2 a preliminary memorandum often formulated and signed 
by diplomatic negotiators as a basis for a final treaty 3 a code of correct 
etiquette and precedence 4 NAm the plan of a scientific expenment or 
treatment [MF prothocole, fr ML protocollum, fr LGk protokollon first 
sheet of a papyrus roll beanng dale of manufacture, fr Gk prot- prot- + 
kollan to glue together, fr kolla glue, akin to MD helen to glue) 
proton /'prohton/ n an elementary particle that is identical with the 
nucleus of the hydrogen atom, that along with neutrons is a constituent 
of all other atomic nuclei, that carnes a positive charge mimcncaMy equal 
to the charge of an electron, that has a mass of I 672 X kg. and 
that IS classified as a baryon - -t physics [Gk proton, neut of protos 
first - more at pRor-J - protonic /pra'tonik. proh-/ adi 
protonotary /.proht3'noht(a)ri, proh‘ton3t(3)n/, prothonoUry /-^hy?-, 
-'t(h)o-/ n a chief clerk of any of vanous courts of law [ME prothonotane, 
fr LL protonotanus, fr prot- f L notanus notary) 
protoplasm /'prohta,plaz(a)m/ n 1 the organized complex of organic 
and inorganic substances (e g proteins and salts in solution) that consti- 
tutes the living nucleus, cytoplasm, plastids, and rnitochondna of the cell 
2 cytoplasm [G protoplasma, fr prot- * NL plasma] - protoplasmic 
/■'plazmik/ adj 

protoplast /'prohta.plast/ n the nucleus, cytoplasm, and plasma mem- 
brane of a cel) as distinguished from nonliving walls and inclusions (e g 
vacuoles) [MF protoplaste, fr LL protoplastus first man, fr Gk protoplas- 
ms first formed, fr prot- prot- + plasUn formed, fr plassein to mould 
more at plastfr] - protoplastic /-'plastik/ adj 

prototrophic /.prohta'trofik/ adj denving nutriment from inorganic 
sources [ISV] - prototroph /‘prohta.trohf/ n, prototrophy /pra - 
'totrafi/ n 

prototype /’prohta.ticp, -toh-/ /i 1 an ongmal model on which sthg is 
based; an archetype 2 sby or sthg that has the essential features of a later 
type (the battle chanot is the -- of the modem tank} 3 sby or sthg that 
exemplifies the essential or typical features of a type (mathematics is the 
^ of logical thinking} 4 a first full-scale and usu operational form of a 
new type or design of a construction (eg an aeroplane) [F, fr Gk 
prdtotypon, fr neut of prototypos archetypal, fr prot- * typos type] - 
prototypal /-'tiepl/ adj 

protozoan /.prohta'zoh an/ n any of a phylum or subkingdom of minute 
single-celled animals which have vaned structure and physiology anc 
often complex life cycles [NL Protozoa, phylum name, fr prot- -zoa] 
-protozoal adj, protozoan adj, protozoic /-ik/ gdj 
protozoology /.prohtohzooh'obji. -zoh-, -t>/ n a branch of zoology 
dealing with protozoans [NL Protozoa ^ ISV -%y] ~ protozoologist n, 
protozoological /-a'lojiki/ adj 

protozoon /.prohta'zoh-on/ n, pi protozoa /-'zdh a/ a protozoan [NL, 
fr sing of Protozoa] 

protract /pra'trakt/ vt 1 to prolong in time or space 2 to lay down the 
lines and an);les of with scale and protractor 3 to extend forwards or 
outwards [L protractus, pp of protrahere, lit , to draw forwards, fr pro- 
forwards tnthere to draw - more at pro-, draw] - protraction 
/-'traksh(3)n/ n, protractive /-tiv/ adj 

protractile /pra'traktiel/ adj capable of being thrust out jaws} [L 
protractus] 

protractor /pra'trakta/ n 1 a muscle that extends a body part - compare 
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Rt TRACTOR 2 an instrument that is used for marking out or measunng 
angles in drawing [proiract t '-or] 

protrude /pra'troohd/ vb to (cause to) jut out from the surrounding 
surface or place (L protruderc, fr pro- < trudere to thrust - more at 
1 hreat] - protrusion /-zhfaln/ n, protrusive /-siv/ adj 
protuberant /pr3'tyoohb(3)rant/ adj thrusting or projecting out from a 
surrounding or adjacent surface [LL protuberant-, protuberans, prp of 
protuberare to bulge out, fr L pro- forwards + tuber hump, swelling] - 
protuberance n 

proud /prowd/ la having or displaying excessive self-esteem bmuch 
pleased; exultant c having proper self-respect 2a stately, magnificent b 
giving reason for pride, glorious (the ~esi moment of her hfe'} 3 
projecting slightly from a surrounding surface [ME, fr OE prud, prob fr 
OF prod, prud, prou capable, good, valiant, fr LL prode advantage, 
advantageous, back-formation fr L prodesse to be advantageous, fr pro-, 
prod- for, in favour ^ esse to be - more at pro-, is] ^ proudly adv 
prove /proohv/ vb proved, proven /'proohv(3)n/ vt la to test the quality 
of; try out (the exception --s the rule} b to subject to a testing prtKess 
2a to establish the truth nr validity of by evidence or demonstration b to 
check the correctness of (e g an anthmetical operation) 3a to verify the 
genuineness of; specif \o obtain probate of b pr(X)i 1 4 to allow (bread 
dough) to nse and become light before baking ^ v; 1 to turn out, esp after 
inal (the new drug -d to be effective') 2 of bread dough to rise and 
become aerated through the action of yeast [ME proven, fr OF pro\ei. 
fr L probare to test, approve, prove, fr probus good, honest, fr pro- for. 
in favour » -bus (akin to OE beon to be)] 
provenance /'provanans/ n an ongin, source - used esp with reference 
to works of art or ht<‘raturc [F, fr provenir to come forth, originate, fr 
L provenirc, fr pro- loHh . \cnire to come - more at pro-, i omt] 
Provenpal Aprovonh'sahl (Fr pr'ivnsal)/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Provence 2 a Romance language of SE France [MF. tr proven{'al of 
Provence, fi Pnnence. region of SE France] - Provencal adj 
provender /'provmda/ n 1 dry food for domestic animals 2 (ood, 
provisions - humor [ME, fr MF provende, provendre, fr ML provenda, 
alter o\' pi acbenda prebend] 

proventriculus /.prohven'tnkyoobs/ n. pi provcntriculi /-lie, -li/ a 
pouch of the digestive tract (e g of an insect), esp the glandular stomach 
of a bird situated between the crop and girzard [NL] 
proverb /'provuhb/ n a brief popular epigram or maxim, an adage [ME 
proverbe, fr MF, fr L proverbium, fr pro- ♦ verhuni word - more at 
word] 

proverbial /pra'vuhbyal, -bi al/ adj 1 of or like a proverb 2 that has 
become a proverb or byword, commonly spoken of - proverbially ad\ 
Proverbs /'provuhbz/ n pi but sing in constr a collection of moral 
sayings forming a book of the Old Testament 

provide /pra'vicd/ vi 1 to take precautionary measures s^-d against 
future loss) 2 to make a proviso or stipulation (the regulations ~ for 2 
directors) 3 to supply what is needed for sustenance or support (-^sfor 
a large family) ^ vt la to furnish, equip with \ ^ the children with new 
shoes) b to supply, afford (curtains ^ pnsacy) 2 to stipulate [ME 
providen, fr L providere, lit , to sec ahead, fr pro- forwards + vidcrc to 
sec - more at pro-, wit] 
provided conj providing [pp of provide] 

providence /’provid(a)ns/ n 1 cap God conceived as the power sustain- 
ing and guiding human destiny 2 being provident [ME, fr MF. fr L 
providentia, fr provident-, providens] 

provident /’provid(a)nt/ adj making provision for the future, esp by 
saving [L provident-, providens, fr prp of pnmdere] - provide' stiy 
adv 

providential /.provi'densh(a)l/ adj of or determined (as lO by Provi- 
dence, lucky - providentially adv 
'provident 80 .ciety n friendly socifiy 

.provider /pra'vieda/ n one who provides for his/her family [providf 
+ ^-fr] 

providing /pra'vieding/ conj on condition; if and only if (may come 
that you pay for yourself) [prp of provide] 
province /'provins/ /I la an adminittrativc distnet of a country bp/ all 
of a country except the metropolis - usu v the 2 a territonal unit of 
religious administration 3a proper or appropnate function or scope; 
sphere b a field of knowledge or activity [F, fr L provincia] 
'provincial /pra'vinsh(a)l/ n 1 the head of a province of a Roman 
Catholic religious order 2 one living in or coming from a province 3b a 
person with a narrow outlook b a person lacking polish or refinement 
’provincial adj I of or coming from a province 2a limited in outlook; 


narrow b lacking polish, unsophisticated - provincialism /-,iz(3)m/ n, 
provincialize /-,iez/ vt 

'proving .ground /'proohvmg/ n 1 a place designed for or used in 
scientific expenmentation or testing; esp a place for testing vehicles 2 a 
place where sthg new is tried out 

'provision /pr3'vizh(a)n/ n la providing b a measure taken beforehand, 
a preparation (no ^ made for replacements ) 2 pi a stock of food or other 
necessary goods 3 a proviso, stipulation [ME, fr MF, fr LL & L, LL 
provision-, provtsio aet of providing, fr L, foresight, fr provisos, pp of 
providere to see ahead] 

’provision vt to supply with provisions 

provisional /pra'vizh(9)nl/ adj serving for the time being, temporary, 
specif requiring later confirmation (gave her ^ consent) - provisionally 
adv 

Provisional adj of or being the secret terrorist wing of the IRA - 
Provisional n 

proviso /pra'viezoh/ n, pi provisos, provisoes 1 a clause that introduces 
a condition 2 a conditional stipulation [ME, fr ML proviso quod 
provided that] 

provisory /pr3'viez(3)n/ adj I conditional 2 provisional 
provitamin /proh'vitamin, -'vie-/ n a substance convertible in the body 
into a specific vitamin 

'Provo /‘prohvoh/ n a member of a militant Dutch antiestablishment 
group [D, short for provocateur, fr F, fr provoquer] 

’Provo /‘provoh/ n a member of the Provisional wing of the IRA - infml 
[by shortening & alter fr provisional] 

provocation /,prova'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 an act of provoking, incitement 2 
sthg that provokes or arouses [ME provocacioun, fr MF provocation, fr 
L provocation-, provocatio, fr provocatus, pp of proviK'are] 
provocative /pra'vokativ/ adj serving or tending to provoke or arouse 
to indignation, sexual desire, etc - provocatively adv, provocative* 
ness n 

provoke /pra'vohk/ vt 1 to incite to anger, incense 2a to call forth, 
evoke b to stir up on purpose, induce (always trying to - an argument) 
[ME provoken, fr MF provoquer, fr L provocarc, fr pro- forth ♦ vocare 
to call - more at pro-, vokj:] 

provoking /pra'vohking/ adj causing mild anger, annoying - provok* 
ingly adv 

provost /'provost/ n 1 the head of a collegiate or cathedral chapter, 
specif one who is also the incumbent of a pansh of w hich the cathedral 
IS the church 2 the chief magistrate of a Scottish burgh 3 the head of 
certain coJ’eges at Oxford, Cambndge, etc [ME, fr OE profost Sl OF 
provost, fr ML propositus, after, of praepositiis, fr I, one in charge, 
director, Ir pp of praeponerc to place at the head - more at prfp- 
osi I ion] 

pro, VOS t 'marshal /pra'voh/ n an officer who supervises the military 
police cf a command 

prow /prow/ n 1 the bow of a ship 2 a pointed projecting front part [MF 
proue. prob fr Olt dial prua, fr L prora, fr Gk proira] 
prowess /'prowis/ n 1 outstanding (military) valour and skill 2 out- 
standing ability [ME prouesse, fr OF pniesse, fr prou valiant more at 

PKOI'D] 

'prowl /prew!/ vb to move about (in) or roam (over) in a stealthy or 
predatory manner [ME prollen] - prowler n 
’prowl n an act or instance of prowling 

proximal '''proksim(3)l/ adj, esp of an anatomical part next to or nearest 
the point of attachment or ongin - compare distal [L proximus] - 
proximally adv 

proximate /'proksimat/ adj la very near, close b forthcoming; immi- 
nent 2 next preceding or following, specif next in a chain of cause and 
effect USE finl [L proximatus, pp of proximare to approach, fr proxtmus 
nearest, next, superl of prope near - more at approach] - proximately 
adv, proximateness n 

proximity /prok'simati/ n being close in space, time, or association, esp 
nearness - fml [MF proximite, fr L proximitat-, proximitas, fr prox- 
imus] 

prox'imity .fuse n a fuse that detonates a projectile within effective 
range of the target 

proximo /proksimoh/ adj of or occurnng in the next month after the 
present - compare ultimo [L proximo mense in the next month] 
proxy /'proksi/ n 1 (the agency, function, or office oO a deputy author- 
ized to act as a substitute for another (mamage by ^ > 2 (a document 
giving) authonly to act or vote for another [ME procucie, contr of 
procuracie, fr AF, fr ML procuratia, alter, of L procuratio procuration] 
- proxy adj 
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prude /proohd/ n one who shows or affects extreme modesty or propri- 
ety, esp in sexual matters [F, good woman, prudish woman, short for 
prudefanme good woman, fr OF prode femme] 
prudence /'proohd(d)ns/ n 1 discretion or shrewdness in the manage- 
ment of affairs 2 skill and good judgment in the use of resources, frugality 
3 caution or circumspection with regard to danger or nsk (conservative 
from ~ - T S Eliot) 

prudent /'proohd(a)nt/ adj characterized by, ansing from, or showing 
prudence [ME, fr MF, fr L prudent-, prudens, contr of provident-, 
providens - more at provident] - prudtatly adv 
prudentiel /prooh'densh(3)l/ adj 1 of or proceeding from prudence 2 
exerasing prudence, esp in business matters - pmdentially adv 
prudery /‘proohd(a)ri/ n 1 the quality of being a prude 2 a prudish act 
or remark 

prudish /proohdish/ adj marked by prudery, pnggish - prudishly adv, 
prudishness n 

pruinose /prooh-inohs/ adj covered with whitish dust or bloom 
stems) [L pruinosus covered with hoarfrost, fr pruma hoarfrost] 
'prune /proohn/ n a plum dned or capable of drying without fermentation 
[ME. fr MF. plum, fr L prunum - more at plum] 

‘prune vr 1 to cut off the dead or unwanted parts of (a usu woody plant 
or shrub) 2a to reduce by eliminating superfluous matter < ^ d /he text) 
b to remove as superfluous away all ornamentation) vi to cut away 

what IS unwant^ [ME prouynen, fr MF proignier, prob alter of 
provigner to layer, fr provain layer, fr L propagin-, propago, fr pro- 
forwards + pangere to fix - more at pro, pact] 
prurient /'prooari-ant/ adj inclined to, having, or arousing an excessive 
or unhealthy interest in sexual matters [L prunent-, prunens, prp of 
prunre to itch, crave, be wanton, akin to L pnina glowing coal. Skt plosati 
he singes] - prurience n 

prurigo /proofaVriegoh/ n a chronic inflammatory skin disease marked 
by raised itching spots [NL, fr L, itch, fr prunre] - pniriginous /-'ripnas/ 
adj 

pruritic /proo(ayntik/ adj of or marked by itching 
pruritus /nroo(o)'netas/ n itch 1 [L, fr pruntus, pp of prunre] 
.Prussien biue /'prush(3)n/ n 1 any of numerous blue iron pigments 
2 a dark blue hydrated salt of iron and cyanide used as a test for feme 
iron 3 a strong greenish blue colour [/Vussia, former kingdom &. state 
of N Germany] 

'pruttian-izo, -iae Aiez/ vt, often cap to make Prussian in character (e g 
by imposing authontanan control or rigid discipline) - pmesianization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n, often cap 

.pruaaic 'acid /'pmsik/ n hydrocyanic acid [part trans of F aade 
prussique, fr aetde acid prussique of Prussian blue] 
prutah, pruta /prooh'Uh/ n, pi prutoth. prutot /-toht(h), -tohs/ (a com 
representing) a former money unit of Israel equivalent to '/,Qqo pound 
[NHeb pirufah, fr LHeb, a small com] 

'pry /prie/ vi 1 to inquire in an ovennquisitive or impertinent manner into 
2 to look closely or inquisitively at sby’s possessions, actions, etc <^mg 
neighbours) [ME pnen] 

•pry vt, chiefly NAm ’prize [by alter ] 

Przawalaki'a horsa /.puhzhs'valskiz/ n a pnmitive wild horse of 
Central Asia that is prob the ancestor of the domesticated horse and has 
a dun-coloured coat with a brown upnght mane [Nikolai Przhevalski 
tl888 Russ soldier A explorer] 

paalm /sahm/ n, often cap any of the sacred songs attnbuted to King 
David and collected in the Book of Psalms [ME, fr OE psealm, fr LL 
psaJmus, fr Gk psalmos, lit., twanging of a harp, fr psallein to pluck, play«. 
a stringed instrument] 

paalmody Asahmadi, 'salmadi/ n 1 (the practice or art oQ singing 
psalms in worship 2 a collection of psalms [ME psalmodie, fr LL 
psalmodia, fr LGk psalmdidia, lit., singing to the harp, fr psalmos f 
aidan to sing - more at ode] 

Psalms /sahmz/ n pi but sing in constr a collection of 1 90 sacred poems 
forming a book of the Old Testament 

Psaltar Asawlta/ n a book containing a collection of Psalms for liturgical 
or devotional use [ME, fr OE psalter A OF fxaltier, fr LL psalterium, 
fr LGk psalterion, fr Gk. psalteiy] 

psaltsry also paaltry /sawlt(a)ri/ n an ancient stringed musical instru- 
ment similar to the dulcimer but plucked [ME psalterie, fr MF. fr L 
psalterium, fr Gk psalterion, fr f»allan to play on a stringed instru- 
ment] 

p's and q'S /.peez 9n(d) 'kyoohz/ n pi sthg, esp manners or language, 
that one should be mindful of (mind your ^ in front of your great-aunt) 
> isfml [fr the phisse mind one^s p*s and q's, prob alluding to the 


difficulty a child learning to write may have in distinguishing between p 
and q] 

psephology /se'fobji/ n the scientific study of elections [Gk psephos 
pebble, ballot, vote; fr the use of pebbles by the ancient Greeks in voting] 

- psephologist n, psephological Afa'lojikl/ adj 

pseud /s(y)oohd/ n, chiefly Br an intellectually or socially pretentious 
person - mfml [pseudo-] - pseud adj, pseudy adj 
pseudo As(y)oohdoh/ adj apparent rather than actual, spurious (distinc- 
tion between true and - freedom) [ME, fr pseudo-] 
pseudo-, pseud- comb form false, sham, spurious <pseu- 
doscience) (pseudaxis) (pseudo-intellectuaJ) [ME, fr LL, fr Gk, fr 
pseudes] 

pseudocyesis /,s(y)oohdohsie'eesis/ n fame pregnancy [NL. fr 
pseud- -«• cyesis pregnancy, fr Gk kyo/s, fr kyetn to be pregnant - more 
at ‘cave] 

pseudomorph A(y)oohdd,mawf, -doh-/ n a mineral having the out- 
ward form of another mineral type [prob fr F pseudomorphe, fr pseud- 
i -morphe -morph] - pseudomorphic /-‘mawflk/ adj, pseudomorphism 
A.riz(a)m/ n, pseudomorphous /-fas/ adj 

pseudonym A(y)oohda,nim/ n a fictitious name; esp one used by an 
author [F pseudonyme, fr Gk pseudonymos beanng a false name] 
pseudonymous /s(y)ooh'donimas/ adj beanng, using, or bang a 
pseudonym (Gk pseudonymos, fr pseud- + onoma, onyma name] - 

pseudonymously adv 

pseudopod A(y)oohd3.pod/ n a pseudopodium [NL pseudopodium] 
pseudopodium /,s(y)oohda'pohdi 3m/ n, pi pseudopodia /-di-a/ a tem- 
porary protrusion of a cell (c g an amoeba) that serves to take m food, 
move the cell, etc [NL] 

pseudopregnancy /.s(y)oohdoh'pregn3nsi/ n I faisefregnancy 2 
a state resembling pregnancy that occurs in vanous mammals usu after 
an infertile copulation and dunng which oestrus does not occur - 

pseudopregnant adj 

pshaw /(p)shaw/ mterj - used to express irritation, disapproval, or 
disbelief 

psi /(p)sie/ n the 23rd letter of the Greek alphabet [LGk, fr Gk psei] 
psilocybin /.sieb'siebin/ n a hallucinogenic organic compound obtained 
from a mushroom [NL Psilocybe, genus name + -///] 
psittacine /'(p)sita,sien, -.seen, -sin/ adj of the parrdls [L psittacmus, fr 
psittacus parrot, fr Gk psittakos] - psittacine n 
Pfittacosis /,(p)sit9'kohsis/ n a severe infectious disease of birds caused 
by a nckettsia that causes a senous pneumonia when transmitted to 
human bangs [NL, fr L psittacus] - paittacotic /-'kolik/ adj 
psoriasis /(p)so'rie 3Sis, (p)so-/ n a chronic skin condition charactenzed 
by distinct red patches covered by white scales [NL, fr Gk psdnasis, fr 
psorian to have the itch, fr psora itch, akin to Gk psen to rub] - paoriatic 
/,(p)son’atik/ adj or n 

psych, payche /sick/ vt 1 MAm to psychoanalyse 2 chiefly NAm a to 
anticipate correctly the intentions or actions of, outguess b to analyse or 
work out (c g a problem or course of action) </ ^ ed // all out by myself)^ 
3 chiefly NAm a to make psychologically uneasy; intimidate - often ^ 
out b to make (oneselO psychologically ready for some action, test, etc 

- usu + up <^cd herself up for the race) USE infml [by shortening] 
psych- /siek-/, paycho- comb form 1 psyche (psychognosis) 2a mind, 

mental processes <psychoac/iVe> (psychology) b using psychoanalytical 
methods (psychotherapy) c brain <psychosor||wy> d mental and 
(psychosomatic) [Gk. fr psyche breath, pnnciple of life, life, soul, akin 
to Gk psychein to breathe, blow, cool. Skt babhasti he blows] 
psyche Aieki/ n 1 the soul, self 2 the mind [Ok psych^ 
psychedelic /pSieka'delik/ adj la of drugs capabk of producing altered 
states of consciousness that involve changed menthi and sensory aware- 
ness, hallucinations, etc h produced by or associated with the use of 
psychedelic drugs 2a imitating or reproducing ejects (e g distorted or 
bizarre images or sounds) resembling those produced by psychedelic 
drugs (a ~ light show) b of colours fluorescent [Gk psyche soul f 
deloun to show] 

psychiatry /sie'kie-atn/ n a branch of medicine that deals with mental, 
emotional, or behavioural disorders [prob fr (assumed) NL psychiatna, 
fr psych- + -atria -iatry] - psychiatrist n, psychiatric Aki'atnk/ adj, 
psychlatricslly adv 

'psychic /'siekik/ also psychical /-kl/ adj 1 of or originating in the 
psyche 2 lying outside the sphere of physical science or knowledge 3 of 
a person sensitive to nonphysical or supernatural forces and influences 
[Ok psychikos of the soul, fr psyche] - psychically adv 
•psychic n 1 a psychic person 2 medium 2e 
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psycho Aiekoh/ n, pi psychos a psychopath, psychotic - infml - psycho 
adj 

.psycho'active A'aktiv/ ndj affecting the mind or behaviour 
drugs') 

.psycho's na lyse /-'analic// vt to treat by means of psychoanalysis 
.psychoa'na lysis /-a'nalasis/ n a method of analysing unconscious 
mental processes and treating mental disorders, esp by allowing the 
patient to talk freely about early childhood experiences, dreams, etc [ISV] 
- psychoanalyst /-'analist/ n, psychoanalytic /-ana'Iitik/, psychoanalyti- 
cal adj 

.psychody'namics /-die'namtks/ n the psychology of mental or emo- 
tional forces or processes and their effects on behaviour and mental states. 
also explanation or interpretation (c g of behaviour) m terms of these 
forces - psychodynamic adj 

psychogenic /.siekoh'jenik, -ks-/ adj onginating in the mind or in 
mental or emotional conflict 

psychokinesis /.siekohki'neesis/ n apparent movement in physical 
objects produced by the power of the mind without physical contact [NI . 
fr psych- 4 Gk ki/iesis motion, fr kinein to move] psychokinetic 
/-'netik/ adj 

.psycholin'guistics /-hng'gwistiks/ n pi but sing m consrr the study of 
the interrelation between linguistic behaviour and the minds of speaker 
and hearer (e g the production and comprehension of speech) ~ psycho- 
linguistic adj, psycholinguist /-‘ling,gwist/ n 
psychological /.sieka'lojikl/ adj la of psychology b mental 2 directed 
towards or intended to affect the will or mind warfare) - psychologi- 
cally adv 

psycho.logical 'moment n the LX'casion when conditions are most 
conducive to acbievii.j., a ,>arlicular effect 

psycholog-ize, -isc /sie'kobjie// vh to explain or interpret (sthg) in 
psychological terms 

psychology /sic'kobji/ n i the science or study of mind and behaviour 
2 the mental or behavioural characteristics of an individual or group [NL 
psychologia, fr psych- ^ -logia -logy] - psychologist n 
psychometrics /.siekoh'metnks/ n pi hut sing in constr psychoni- 
etry 

psychometry /sie'komatn/ n 1 divination of facts concerning an object 
or Its owner through physical contact or proximity 2 the psychological 
theory and technique of the measurement of mental capacities and 
attributes psychometriat n, psychometric /.sickoh'metrik/ adj 
psychomotor /.siekoh'mohta/ adj relating to motor action directly 
proccctling from mental activity <,a - seizure) [ISV] 
.psychoneu'rosis /-nyoofaVrohsis/ n a neurosis (based on emotional 
conflict) [NL] - psychoneurotic /-'rotik/ adf or n 
psychopath Aiekapath/ n a person suffenng from a severe emotional 
and behavioural disorder characterized by antisocial tendencies and usu 
the pursuit of immediate gratification through often violent acts, broadh 
a dangerously violent mentally ill person [ISV] - psychopathic /-'pathik/ 
adj, psychopathy /sie'kopthi/ n 

psychopathology /.sickohp'thobji/ n (the study oO psychological 
and behavioural aberrations occurring in mental disorder [ISV psych- t 
pathology] - psychopathologist n, psychopathological /-patha'Iojikl/ 
adj 

.psychopharma'cology /-fahma'kobji/ n the .study of the effect of 
drugs on the mind and behaviour ~ psychopharmacologist n. psychophar- 
macological /-ka'lojikl/ adj 

.psycho'physics /-'fiziks/ n pi but sing in consrr a branch of psychology 
that deals with the relationship between the physical attributes of a 
stimulus and the charactcnstics of the resulting sensation or percep»»'n 
[ISV] - psychophysical /-'fisikl/ adj 

.psycho'sexual /-'scksy(oo)aI. -sh(a)l/ adj of the emotional, mental, or 
behavioural aspects of sex - psychoieauality /-'abti/ n 
psychosis /sic'kohsis/ n, pi psychoses /-.sccz./ severe mental derange- 
. ment (c g schizophrenia) that results in the impairment or loss of contact 
with reality [NL] - psychotic /-'kotik/ adj or n, psychotically adv 
.psycho'social /-'sohsh(a)l/ adj relating social conditions to mental 
health <— medicine) 

.psychoso'matic /-sa'matik/ adj of or resulting from the interaction of 
psychological and somatic factors, esp the production of physical symp- 
toms by mental processes <'^ medicine) [ISV] 

.psycho'surgery /-'suhpn/ n brain surgery used to treat mental dis- 
order - paychosurgical /-jikl/ adj 

.psycho'therapy /-'thcrapi/ n treatment by psychological methods for 
mental, emotional, or psychosomatic disorders [ISV] - psychothera- 
pist n 


psychotropic /sieka'trohpik/ adj psychoaciive 
paychro- comb form cold <psychromefer> [Gk. fr psychros, fr psychein 
to cool - more at psych-] 

psychrometer /sie'kromita/ n a hygrometer consisting of 2 similar 
thermometers with the bulb of 1 being kept wet S43 that the resulting 
cooling provides a measure of the dryness of the atmosphere [ISV] - 
psyehrometric /-kroh'metnk/ adj, psychrometry /-'kromatn/ n 
ptarmigan /'tahmigan/ n, pi ptarmigans, esp collectively ptarmigan any 
of vanous grouse of northern regions whose plumage turns white in winter 
DEFKNt'F [modif of ScGacI tarmacAan] 

.P 'T .boat n, NAm moior torpcdtj boat [patrol rorpedof 
PTC n phenylthiocarbamide [phenylrhiocarbamide] 
pter-, pteio- comb form wing <pterodat7>/> [NL, fr Gk, fr pteron wing, 
feather - more at 1 i aiukr] 

pterid-, pterido- comb form fern <picndoid> K^pitndology) [Gk ptend-, 
ptens, akin to Gk pteron wing, feather] 

pteridology /.ten'dobji/ n the study of ferns - pteridologist n, pterido- 
logical /-da'lojik(3)l/ adj 

pteridophyte /'tcndoh.fiet, -d^-/ n any of a group of ferns or other 
va.^uiar plants that have roots, stems, and leaves but no flowers or seeds 
/ pi \n 7 [denv of Gk ptend-, ptens ^ phyton plant - more at phyt-] 

- pteridophytic /-Titik/, pteridophytous /-'dofitas/ adj 
pterodactyl /.tcra'daktil/ n any of an order of extinct flying reptiles 
without feathers [NL Pterodactylus, genus of reptiles, fr Gk pteron + 
daktylos linger] 

pteropod /'tcrs.pod/ n ska biittfrfls [NL Pteropoda, group name, fr 
Gk pteron » NL -poda] - pteropod adj, pteropodan /-'pohdn/ adj 
or n 

pterosaur /'tcrn.saw/ n a pterodactyl [denv of Gk pteron t sauros 
lizard) 

pterygoid /‘tengoyd/ adj of or lying in the region of the lower part of 
the wedge-shaped bone at the base of the vertebrate skull [NL pteryg- 
oides. fr Gk pterygoeidcs, lit . shaped like a wing, fr pteryg-, pteryx wing; 
akin to Gk pteron wing] 

PTFE n polytctrafluoroethylene [polyretra/luoroethylene] 

Ptolemaic system /.tob'mayik/ n the system of planetary motions 
according to which the sun, moon, and planets revolve round a stationary 
earth [Ptolemy (Claudius Ptolemaeus) + ab 1 68 Egyptian astronomer & 
geographer] - Ptolemaist n 

ptomaine /‘lohmayn/ n any of vanous often very poisonous organic 
compounds formed by the action of putrefactive bactena on nitrogen- 
coniaming matter [It ptomama, fr Gk ptoma fall, fallen body, corpse, fr 
piptein to t.»’‘ - more at ffathfr] 

ptomaine poisoning n food poisoning caused by (substances formed 
by) bactena 

ptosis /'tohsis/ n, pi ptoses /-scez/ a drooping of the upper eyelid [NL, 
fr Gk PTOSIS act of falling, fr piptein] 
ptyalin /'tic a.hn/ n an enzyme found in the saliva of many animals that 
breaks down starch into sugar [Gk ptyalon saliva, fr ptyein to spit - more 

at SFFW] 

'p-,type adj, of a semiconductor having an excess of posit vely charged 
current earners - compare n-typl Computhr [/>ositive-f>pe] 
pub /pub/ :t an establishment where alcoholic beverages arc sold and 
consumed, esp, chiefly Br public housf [short for public (house)] 
pubby /'pubi/ adj having the (informal and fnendly) atmosphere of a 
pub 

'pub .crawl n, chiefly Br a visit to a senes of pubs, usu involving at least 

1 dnnk at each - infml 

puberty /'pyoohlxiti/ n 1 the condition of being or the period of 
becoming capable of reproducing sexually 2 the age at which puberty 
occurs [ME puberte, fr L pubertas, fr puber pubescent] - pubertal adj 
pubes Apyiwhbccz/ n, pi pubes the pubic region or hair [NL. fr L, 
manhood, body hair, pubic region, akin to L puber pubescent] 
pubescence /pyooh'bes(9)ns/ n 1 being pubescent 2 a pubescent 
covenng or surface 

pubescent /pyooh'bes(a)nt/ adj 1 amving at or having reached pubeny 

2 covered with fine sofl short hairs - compare hispid [L pubescent-, 
pubescens, prp of pubescere to reach puberty, become covered as with 
hair, fr pubes] 

pubic Apyoobbik/ adj of or situated in or near the region of the pubis or 
the pubic hair 

.pubic 'hair n the hair that appears at puberty round the genitals 
pubis /'pyoohbis/ n, pi pubes /-bcez/ the bottom front of the 3 pnncipal 
bones that form either half of the pelvis [NL os pubts, lit., bone of the 
pubic region] 
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'public /'publik/ adj la of or afTecting all the people or the whole area 
of a nation or state < ~ /aw) b of or being in the service of the community 
affairs) 2 general, popular (iincreasing awareness) 3 of national 
or community concerns as opposed to pnvate affairs; social 4a accessible 
to or shared by all members of the community <a ^ park) b capitalized 
in shares that can be freely traded on the open market <r/ie company has 
gone <« ) Sa exposed to general view; open <a ^ quarrel) b well-known, 
promment <'^ figures) [ME publique, fr MF, fr L pubheus, prob alter 
of popheus, fr populus the people] 

’public n \ the people as a whole, the populace 2 a group or section of 
people having common interests or charactenstics <,the motonng ^) ~ 
in public in the presence, sight, or hearing of strangers 
.public-ad'dress .system n an apparatus including a microphone and 
loudspeakers used to address a large audience 

publicsn /publikan/ n 1 a Jewish tax collector for the ancient Romans 
2 chiefly Br the licensee of a public house [ME. fr MF. fr L pubheanus 
tax farmer, fr publicum public revenue, fr neut of pubheus] 
publication /.publi'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 the act or process of publishing 2 
a published work [ME pubhcacioun, fr MF publication, fr LL publica- 
tion-, publicatio, fr L pubheatus, pp of publicare to make public, pub- 
lish] 

.public 'bar n, Br a plainly furnished and often relatively cheap bar in 
a public house - compare saloon bar 

.public 'company n a company whose shares are offered to the general 
public - compare privatf company 

.public con'vanienca n. Br public toilet facilities provided by local 
government 

.public corpo'ration n a corporation responsible for running a nation- 
alized service or industry 

.public do'main n the status in law of property nghts that are 
unprotected by copynght or patent and are subject to appropnation by 
anyone 

.public ‘anamy n sby, esp a notonous wanted criminal, who is a danger 
to the public 

.public 'health n (the theory and practice oO the protection and 
improvement of community health, esp sanitation, by government regula- 
tion and community effort 

.public 'houaa n, chiefly Br an establishment where alcoholic beverages 
are sold to be drunk on the premises 

publicist /'publisist/ n an expert or commentator on public affairs 
publicity /pu'blisati/ n la information with news value issued as a 
means of gaining public attention or support b paid advertising c the 
dissemination of information or promotional malenal 2 public attention 
or acclaim 3 being public {the ^ of an open court) - fml 
publiC’ize, -ise /publisiez/ vt to give publicity to 
.public 'law n a branch of law regulating the relations of individuals with 
the government and the organization and conduct of the government 
Itself 

.public 'landing .right n, often cap P, L, & R the nght of authors to 
a royalty on issues of their books from public libranes 
publiciy /"publikli/ adv 1 in a manner observable by or in a place 
accessible to the public; openly 2a by the people generally, communally 
b'by a government <'« provided medical care) 

.public 'prosecutor n an official who conducts criminal prosecutions 
on behalf of the state 

.public ra'iations n pi but usu sing in constr the business of inducing 
the public to have understanding for and goodwill towards a person, 
organization, or institution, also the degree of understanding and goodwii[, 
achieved 

.public 'sale n auction I 

.public 'school u 1 an endowed independent usu single-sex school in 
Bntain, typically a large boarding school preparing pupils for higher 
education 2 NAm A Scot state schooi 

public sector n the part of the economy owned or controlled by the state 
- compare private sector 
.public 'servant n a government employee 
.public 'aervice n 1 the business of supplying electricity, transport, etc 
to a community 2 a service rendered in the public interest 3 government 
employment 

.puMic 'speaking n 1 making speeches in public 2 the art or science 
of effective oral communication with an audience (^took a course 
in -> 

.pubUc-'spirited a4i motivated by concern for the general welfare 
.public 'works n pi schools, roads, etc constructed for public use, esp 
by .the government 


publish /'publish/ vt la to make generally known b to announce 
publicly 2a to produce or release for publication, specif to pnnt b to issue 
the work of (an author) ~ vi to put out an edition (e g of a newspaper) 
[ME pubhshen, modif of MF pubher, fr L publicare, fr pubheus public] 

- publishing n 

publisher /'publisha/ n a person or company whose business is publish- 
ing [publish + '-er] 

puce /pyoohs/ adj orn brownish purple [n F, lit , flea, fr L puhe-, pulex-, 
adj fr n] 

'puck /puk/ n a mischievous spnte [ME puke, fr OE puca, akin to ON 
puki devil] 

’puck n a vulcanized rubber disc used in ice hockey [E dial puck (to poke, 
hit), alter, of E ^poke] 

'pucker /"puka/ vb to (cause to) become wrinkled or irregularly creased 
[prob irreg fr 'poke] 

’pucker n a crease or wrinkle in a normally even surface 
puckish /'pukish/ adj impish, whimsical ['/>uck] 
pud /pood/ n, Br a pudding - infml 

pudding /pooding/ n 1 black puodinu 2 white pudding 3a any of 
various sweet or savoury dishes of a soft to spongy or fairly firm 
consistency that are made from rice, tapioca, flour, etc and are cooked by 
boiling, steaming, or baking (^sponge ^ > <^steak and kidney ^ > b dessert 
4 a small podgy person - infml [ME] 

'pudding .stone n (a) conglomerate rock 

'puddle /'pudi/ n 1 a small pool of liquid; esp one of usu muddy rainwater 
2 a mixture (e g of clay, sand, and gravel) used as a waterproof covenng 
[ME podel, akin to LG pudel puddle, OE pudd ditch] 

’puddle vt puddling /'pudling, 'pudl-ing/ 1 to work (a wet mixture of 
earth or concrete) into a dense impervious mass 2 to subject (iron) to 
puddling - puddler n 

puddling /'pudimg, 'pudI mg/ n the conversion of pig iron into wrought 
iron by heating and stirring with oxidizing substances 
pudendum /pyooh'dendam/ n, pi pudenda /-da/ the external genital 
organs of a (female) human being - usu pi with sing meaning [NL, sing 
of L pudenda, fr ncut pi of pudendus, gerundive of pudere to be ashamed] 

- pudendal adj 

pudgy /'puji/ adj podgy [ongin unknown] -- pudginess n 
pueblo /'pwebloh, poo'ebloh/ n, pi pueblos the communal dwelling of an 
Amencan Indian village of An/ona or New Mexico, consisting of 
adjoining flat-roofed stone or adobe houses [Sp, village, lit , people, fr L 
*populu5] 

puerile /’pyooanel/ adj 1 juvenile 2 not befitting an adult, childish 
remarks) [F or L, F pueni, fr L puenlis, fr puer boy, child, akin to Gk 
pais boy, child - more at Etw] - puerilism /-ri.liz(a)m/ n, puerility 
/-'nbti/ n 

puerperal /pyooh'uhp(3)ral/ adj of or occurnng dunng (the penod 
immediately following) childbirth [L puerpera woman in childbirth, fr 
puer child » parere to give birth to - more at pare] 
puerperal fever n an often senous condition caused by infection of the 
placenta] site following childbirth or abortion 
'puff /puf/ VI l8(l) to blow in short gusts (2) to exhale or blow forcibly 
ed into a blowpipe to shape the molten glass) b to breathe hard and 
quickly; pant c to emit small whilTs or clouds (e g of smoke or steam) 2 
to become distended, swell - usu up ^ vr la to emit, propel, or blow 
(as lO by puffs; waft b to draw on (a pipe, cigarette, etc) with intermittent 
exhalations of smoke 2a to distend (as iQ with air or gas; inflate b to make 
proud or conceited ^extravagant praise ~ed up his ego) c to praise 
extravagantly and usu exaggeratedly, also to advertise by this means 3 to 
make (one's way) emitting puffs of breath or smoktf ed her way up the 
hill) USE (2aAb) usu 4 up [ME puffen, fr OE p^an, of imit ongin] 
’puff n la an act or instance of puffing b a slight explosive sound 
accompanying a puff c a small cloud (e g of smol(e) emitted in a pufT d 
draw la 2 a light round hollow pastry made of puff paste 3 a highly 
favourable notice or review, esp one that publicize! sthg or sby 4 chiefly 
Br breath 2a <sa/ down until she got her ^ back) - infml 5 NAm a 
quilted bed cover; an eiderdown 6 a poof - slang - puffy adj, puffl- 
Bcaa n 

'puff .adder n a large venomous Afncan viper that inflates its body and 
hisses loudly when disturbed life cycle 
'puffball /-.bawl/ n any of vanous sphencal and often edible fungi 
puffad /puft/ adj, chidly Br out of breath - infml 
puffer /'pufa/ n a globeflsh ['puff + ^-er] 

puffin /'pufin/ n any of several seabirds that have a short neck and a deep 
grooved multicoloured bill [ME pophyn] 
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puff out vt 1 to extinguish by blowing 2 to cause to enlarge, esp by filling 
or inHating with air vMo be enlarged with air 
puff pastry n a light flaky pastry made with a nch dough containing 
a large quantity of butter 

puff sleeve n a short full sleeve gathered at the upper and lower 
edges 

'pug /pug/ n a small sturdy compact dog with a tightly curled tail and 
broad wnnkled face [obs pug (hobgoblin, monkey), pcrh alter of 
'puck] 

’pug vt -gg- to work and mix (c g clay) when wet [pcrh alter of *poke] 

’pug n a footpnnt, esp of a wild mammal [Hindi pag foot] 
puggaree, pugaree, puggree /pugCaln/ n a light turban or scarf wrapped 
round a sun helmet [Hindi pagfi turban] 

pugilism /’pyoohji,liz(3)m/ n boxing - f^ml [L pugil boxer; akin to L 
pugnus fist " more at PUNor.Ni] - pugilist n. pugilistic /-'listik/ adj 
pugnacious /pug'nayshos/ adj inclined to fight or quarrel, belligerent 
[L pugnac-, pugnax, fr pugnare to fight - more at punofnt] - pugnacious- 
ness /i, pugnacity / 'nasoti/ n 

pug nose n a nose having a slightly concave bndge and flattened nostnls 
Vp^fi] ' pug-nosed adj 

puisne /'pyoohni/ adj, esp of a judge lower in rank [MF puisne younger 
- more at puny] - puisne n 

puissance /'pyooh-is(a)ns, 'pwis(3)ns, pyoo(h)'is(a)ns, in showjumping 
'pweesahnhs (Fr p q iso:s)/ n 1 a showjumping competition which tests 
the horse’s power to jump high obstacles 2 strength, power - fml or poetic 
[ME, power, fr MF, fr OF, fr puissant powerful, fr poeir to be able, be 
powerful - more at powra] - puissant adj 
puke /pyoohk/ vb to vomit - slang [pcrh imit] - puke n 
pukka r puka/ ■>idj i ^ciinme. authentic, also first-class 2 chiefly Br 
stiffly formal or proper [liindi pakka cooked, npe, solid, fr Skt pakva, 
akin to Ok pessein to cook - more at (*<x)k] 
puku /'pxihkooh/ n, NZ the stomach [Maori] 
pul /poohl/ n, pi puls, puli /-li, -lee/ - ^ Afghanistan at nationai ns 
[Per put] 

pula /'poob/ n _/ Botswana at nahonai iiy [of Bantu ongin] 
pulchritude /’pulkn.tyoohd/ n physical beauty - fml [ME, fr L pul- 
chntudin-. pukhritudo, fr pulchr-, pukher beautiful] - pulchritudinous 
/•'tyoohdinas/ adj 

pule /pyoohl/ w to whine, whimper [prob imit] 

'pull /p(Kil/ vf la to draw out from the skin < ^ feathers from a cock’s 
taify b to pick from a plant or pluck by the roots flowers') 
turnips') c to extract <'^ a tooth) 2a to exert force upon so as to (tend 
to) cause motion towards the force, tug at b strain 2b <^ed a tendon) 
c to hold back (a horse) from winning a race d to work (an oar) 3 to hit 
(e g a ball in cncket or golQ towards the left from a nght-handed swing 
or towards the nght from a left-handed swing 4 to draw apart, tear 5 to 
print (e g a prooO by impression 6 to bring out (a weapon) ready for use 
<'-'ed a knife on him) 7 to draw from the barrel, esp by pulling a pump 
handle a pint) 8a to carry out, esp with danng and imagination 
a robbery) / ^ed another financial coup) b to do, perform, or say with 
a deceptive intent <been ~ mg these tncks for years) 9 to (attempt to) 
seduce or attract < spends his weekends —mg the birds) <— votes) - vi 
la to use force m drawing, dragging, or tugging b to move, esp through 
the exercise of mechanical energy (the car -ed out of the dnveway) c 
to draw or inhale hard in smoking A of a horse to strain against the bit 

2 to be capable of being pulled USE {vt Sa. 8b. & 9) mfml [ME pullen, 
fr OE puIJian] - pull a fast one to perpetrate a tnck or fraud - infml - 
pull oneself together to regain one’s self-possession or self-control - pull 
one's punches to refrain from using all the force at one's disposal >'p«li 
one's weight to do one’s full share of the work - pull out all the stops to 
do everything possible to achieve an eflect or action - pull rank on 
somebody to assert one’s authority in order to get sthg pleasant - pull 
someone's leg to deceive sby playfully; hoax - pull strings to exert (secret) 

• personal influence - pull the wool over someone's eyes to blind sby to the 
true situation; hoodwink sby - pull together to work in harmony towards 
a common goal; cooperate' 

’pull n la the act or an instance of pulling b(l) a draught of liquid (2) 
an inhalation of smoke (e g from a agarette) c the effort expended m 
moving (a long — uphilf) d an attacking stroke m cncket made by hitting 
the bail to the leg side with a honzontal bat e force required to overcome 
resistance to pulling 2 (special influence exerted to obtain) an advantage 

3 PROOF 4a 4 a force that attracts, compels, or influences 

pull away vi 1 to draw oneself back or away; withdraw 2 to move off 
or ahead <pulled away from the leaders on the last lap) 
pull down vr to demolish, destroy 


pullet /'poolit/ n a young female domestic fowl less than a year old [ME 
polet young fowl, fr MF poulet, fr OF. dim of poul cock, fr LL pullus, 
fr L, young of an animal, chicken, sprout - more at foal) 
pulley /'pooli/ n 1 a wheel with a grooved nm that is used with a rope 
or chain to change the direction and point of application of a pulling force, 
also such a wheel together with a block in which it run.s 2 a wheel used 
to transmit power or motion by means of a belt, rope, or chain passing 
over Its nm [ME pouley, fr MF poulie, prob denv of Gk polos axis, 
pole] 

'pull-, in n. chiefly Br a place where vehicles may pull in and stop, also a 
roadside cafe 

pull in vt 1 to arrest 2 to acquire as payment or profit <pulis in £10,000 
a yeary - mfml - w 1 esp of a train or road vehicle to arnvc at a 
destination or stopping place 2 of a vehicle or dnver to move to the side 
of or off the road m order to stop 

Pullman /'poolman/ n a railway passenger carnage with 
extra-comfortable furnishings, esp for night travel [George M Pullman 
tl897 US inventor) 

puli off vt to carry out or accomplish despite difficulties 
'pull'.on n a garment (e g a hat) that has no fastenings and is pulled onto 
the head or body - pull-on adj 

'pull, out /-.owt/ n 1 a larger leaf m a book or magazine that when folded 
IS the same si/e as the ordinary pages 2 a removable section of a magazine, 
newspaper, or book (see this week's handy TV guide — > 
pull out VI 1 esp of a tram or road vehicle to leave, depart 2a to withdraw 
from a military position b to withdraw from a joint enterpnse or 
agreement 3 of an aircraft to resume honzontal flight after a dive <pullcd 
out at 400 feet) 4 of a motor vehicle a to move into a stream of traffic 
b to move out from behind a vehicle (eg when preparing to overtake) 
'pull, over /-.ohva/ n a garment for the upper body, esp a jumper, put on 
by being pulled over the head 

pull over VI, of a dnver or vehicle to move towards the side of the road, 
esp in order to stop 

pull round vb lo return to g(KXl health or spints 
'pull.through /-.throoh/ n a weighted cord with a piece of cloth attached 
that IS passed through a tube (e g the barrel of a rifle or a woodwind 
instrument) to clean it 

pull through \b to (cause to) survive a dangerous or difficult situation 
(c g illness) 

pullulate /'pulyoo.layt/ vi la to germinate, sprout b to breed or produce 
rapidly and abundantly 2 to swarm, teem - fml [E pullulatus, pp of 
puIluJare, fr pullulus, dim of pullus chicken, sprout] - pullulation 
/-'laysh(a)n/ n 

'pull-, up n 1 an exercise performed by drawing oneself up while hanging 
by the hands until the chin is level with the support 2 chiefly Br a 
pull-in 

pull up vt 1 to bring to a stop, halt 2 to repnmand, rebuke (her manager 
pulled her up for her carelessness^ - mfml - vi 1 to come to a halt, stop 
2 to draw even with or gam on others (e g m a race) - pull one's socks 
up or pull up one’s socks to make an effort to show greater application 
or improve one's performance 

pulmonary /’poolm3n(3)n, ‘pul-/, pulmonic A'monik/ady of, associated 
with, or earned on by the lungs [L pulmonanus, fr pulmon-, pulmo lung, 
akin to Gk pleumon lung] 

,pulmonary 'artery n ^ artery that conveys dcoxygenaied blood from 
the heart to the lungs J-f anatomy 
,pulmonary 'valve n the heart valve between the nght ventricle and the 
pulmonary artery that slops blood flowing back into the nght 
vcntncle 

.pulmonary 'vein n a v^vcless vein that returns oxygenated blood from 
the lungs lo the hcan anatomy 

pulmonate Apulmanat/ adj 1 having (organs resembling) lungs 2 of a 
large order of gastropod molluscs that includes most land snails and slugs 
and many freshwater snails [L pulmon-. pulmo lung] 

'pulp /pulp/ n la the soft juicy or fleshy part of a fruit or vegetable b a 
soft mass of vegetable matter from which most of the water has been 
pressed c the soft sensitive tissue that fills the central cavity of a tooth 
DiUESTioN d a matenal prepared by chemical or mechanical means 
from rags, wood, etc that is used in making paper 2 pulvenzed ore mixed 
with water 3 a soft shapeless mass, esp produced by crushing or beating 
(smashed his face to a - > 4 a magazine or book cheaply produced on 
rough paper and containing sensational matenal [MF pouipe, fr L pulpa 
flesh, pulp] - pulpiness n, pulpy adj 

’pulp vt 1 to reduce to pulp 2 to remove the pulp from 3 to produce or 
reproduce (wntten matter) in pulp form - vi to become pulp or pulpy 
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pulpit /pool.pit/ n 1 a raised platform or high reading desk in church 
from which a sermon is preached cmurch 2 the clergy as a 
profession [ME, fr LL putpituiriy fr L, staging, platform] 

'pulp, wood /‘.wood/ n a wood (e g hemlock, pine, or spruce) used in 
making pulp for paper 

pulsar /^pul,sah/ n a celestial source, prob a rotating neutron star, of 
uniformly pulsating radio waves \pulse * -ar (as in i^uasar)] 
pulsats /pul'sayt/ w 1 to beat with a pulse 2 to throb or move 
rhythmically, vibrate [L pulsdtus, pp of pulsare, fr pulsus, pp of pellere] 

- pulsatory /'pulsat(3)n, pul'saytan/ adj 

pulsation /pul'sayshfaln/ n rhythmic throbbing or vibrating (e g of an 
artery); aJso a single beat or throb - pulsatile /pulsa.tiel/ adj 
pulsator /pul'sayta/ n a device that works with a throbbing move- 
ment 

'pulse /puls/ n the edible seeds of any of vanous leguminous crops (e g 
peas, beans, or lentils); aJso the plant yielding these [ME puls, fr OF pouls 
pomdge, fr L pulh, puls, akin to L pollen fine flour - more at mi 
len] 

*pulse /puls/ n la a regular throbbing caused in the artene^ by the 
contractions of the heart; also a single movement of such throbbing b the 
number of beats of a pulse in a specific penod of time 2a (an indication 
of) underlying sentiment or opinion (felt the political of the nation at 

Westminster^ b a feeling of liveliness, vitality 3a rhythmical vibrating or 
sounding b a single beat or throb 4a a short-lived vanation of elcctncal 
current, voltage, etc whose value is normally constant b an electromag- 
netic wave or sound wave of bnef duration [ME puls, fr MF pouls, fr L 
pulsus, lit . beating, fr pulsus, pp of pellere to dnve. push, beat - more at 
felt] 

*pultP vj to pulsate, throb ^ W 1 to dnve (as lO by a pulsation 2 to cause 
to pulsate 3 to produce or modulate (e g electromagnetic waves) in the 
form of pulses <-*'d waves) - pulser n 

pulsimater /pul'simita/ n an instrument for measunng esp the force and 
rate of the pulse 

pulver-iie, dae /'pulvariez/ vt 1 to reduce (e g by crushing or gnnding) 
to very snail particles 2 to annihilate, demolish ^ vi to become pulver- 
ized (MF pulveriser, fr LL pulven/are, fr L pulver-, pulvis dust, powder 

- more at pollen] ~ pulverizable adj, pulverizer n, pulverization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

pulverulent /purver(y>oobnt/ adj 1 consisting of or reducible to fine 
powder 2 being or looking dusty - fml [L pulverulentus dusty, fr pulver-, 
pulvis] 

puma /'pyoohma/ n, pi pumas, esp collectively puma a powerful tawny 
big cat formerly widespread m the Amcncas but now extinct m many 
areas [Sp. fr Quechua] 

'pumice /'pumis/ n a light porous volcanic rock used esp as an abrasive 
and for polishing [ME pomis, fr MF, fr L pumic% pumex - more at foam] 

- pumiccouf /pyoo'mishas/ adj 

’pumice vt to dress or polish with pumice 

pummel /'puml/ vb -U- {NAm -1-, -ll-). /'puml ing/ to pound or stnke 
repeatedly, esp with the fists [alter, of pommef] 

'pump /pump/ n la a device that raises, transfers, or compresses fluids 
or that reduces the density of gases, esp by suction or pressure or both 
b a mechanism (eg the sodium pump) for pumping atoms, ions, or 
molecules 2 the heart 3 an act or the process of pumping [ME pumpe. 
pompe, fr MLG pumpe or MO pompe, prob- fr Sp bomba, of imit 
ongin] 

’pump vt la to raise (e g water) with a pump b to draw fluid from wit|^ 
a pump - often + out 2 to pour out or inject (as lO with a pump <~ed 
money into the economy^ 3 to question persistently <'~ed her for 
information} 4 to move (sthg) rapidly up and down as if working a pump 
handle (^ed her hand warmly} Sa to inflate by means of a pump or 
bellows - usu + up b to supply with air by means of a pump or bellows 
an organ} ^vi 1 to work a pump, raise or move a fluid with a pump 
2 to move in a manner resembling the action of a pump handle 3 to spurt 
out intermittently 

*pump Ji 1 a low shoe without fastenings that gnps the foot chiefly at the 
toe and heel 2 Bra phmsoll [ongin unknown] 
pumpernickel /'pumpa^iikl, 'poom-/ o a dark coarse slightly 
sour-tasting bread made from wholemeal rye [G] 
pumpkin /'pum(p)kin/ n (a usu hairy prickly plant that bears) a very 
large usu round fruit with a deep yellow to orange nnd and edible flesh 
[alter, of earlier pumpion, modif of F popon, pompon melon, pumpkin, 
fr L pepoa% pepOf fr Gk pepdn, fr pepon ripened; akin to Gk pessein to 
cook, ripen - mom at cook] 


'pump .room n a room at a spa in which the water is distributed and 
drunk 

'pun /pun/ vt to consolidate (c g earth, concrete, or hardcore) by repeated 
ramming or pounding [ME pounen to pound] 

’pun n a humorous use of a word with more than 1 meaning or of words 
with (nearly) the same sound but different meanings [prob short for obs 
punnet, pundignon, perh alter, of It puntiglio fine point, quibble - more 
at PUNCTIIIO] 

’pun VI -nn* to make puns 

puna /'poohna/ n a windswept tableland in the higher Andes [AmerSp, 
fr Quechua] 

'punch /punch/ vt 1 to stnke, esp with a hard and quick thrust of the 
fist 2 to dnve or push forcibly (as if) by a punch 3 to hit (a ball) with 
less than a full swing of a bat. racket, etc 4 to emboss, cut, or make (as 
lO with a punch vi to punch sthg (ME punchen, fr MF poin^nner to 
pnek, stamp, fr pompon puncheon (pointed tool), fr (a.ssumed) VL 
punction-, punctio, fr punctiare to pnek, fr L punctus, pp of pungere to 
pnek - more at pungent] - puncher n 
’punch n 1 a blow (as lO with the fist 2 effective energy or forcefulness 
(an opening paragraph that packs a lot of 
’punch n 1 a tool, usu in the form of a short steel rod, used esp for 
perforating, embossing, cutting, or driving the heads of nails below a 
surface 2 a device for cutting holes or notches in paper or cardboard 
[prob short for puncheon (pointed tool)] 

*punch n a hot or cold dnnk usu made from wine or spirits mixed with 
fruit, spices, water, and occas tea - compare CUP 6 [perh fr Hindi p%c 
five, fr Skt pahea, akin to Gk pente five, fr the number of ingredients] 
‘punch-, bag n 1 an inflated or stuffed bag punched with the fists as a 
form of exercise or training 2 sby who serves as a stooge or butt 
'punch .ball n, Br a punch bag 

'punch .bowl n a large bowl in which a beverage, esp punch, is mixed 
and served 

'punch-, drunk adj 1 suffenng brain damage as a result of repeated 
punches or blows to the head 2 behaving as if punch-drunk, dazed 
.punched 'card, ‘punch .card n a card used in data processing in which 
a pattern of holes or notches has been cut to represent information or 
instructions symbol 

punched tape n a stnp of paper having rows of typically 8 holes 
punched across it which repres^t information or instructions used in 
^computers and other machines - ^ symboi. 

puncheon /'punch(a)n/ n a large cask of varying capacity [ME poncion, 
fr MF ponchon, pomt^on, of unknown origin] 

Punchinello /.punchi'neloh/ n a short fat humpbacked clown or buf- 
foon in Italian puppet shows [modif of It dial polecenella] 

'punching .bag /'punching/ n, NAm a punch-bag 
'punch .line n a sentence or phrase, esp a joke, that forms the climax to 
a speech or dialogue 

'punch-, up n, chiefly Br a usu spontaneous fight, esp with the bare fists 
- infml 

punchy /'punchi/ adj having punch, forceful 
punctate /'pung(k)tayt/ac[f marked with minute spots or depressions (a 
leaf} [NL punctatus, fr L punctum point - more at point] - 
puncUdon /-'taysh(3)n/ n 

punctilio /pung(k)'tilioh/ n, pi punctilios 1 a minute detail of ceremony 
or observance 2 careful observance of forms (c g in social conduct) [It 
& Sp, It puntiglio point of honour, scruple, fr Sp puntillo, fr dim. of punto 
point, fr L punctum] 

punctilious /pung(k)'tili-as/ adj stnet or precise in observing codes of 
conduct or conventions - punctiliously adv, puactiliousness n 
punctual /'pung(k)choo3l, -tyoo-/ adj 1 relating to or having the nature 
of a point 2 (habitually) amving, happening, performing, etc at the exact 
or agreed time [ML punctuaJis, fr L punctus pn^king, point, fr punctus, 
pp of pungere to pnek - more at pungent] - puactually adv, punctuality 
/-'abti/ n 

punctuate /*pung(k)choo,ayt, -tyoo-/ v/ 1 to mark or divide with 
punctuation marks 2 to break into or interrupt at intervals ^ vi to use 
punctuation marks [ML punctuatus, pp of punetuare to point, provide 
with punctuLtion marks, fr L punctus point] - punctuator n 
punctuation /.pung(k)choo'aysh(a)n, -tyoo-/ n the dividing of wnting 
with marks to clarify meaning; also a system of punctuation [punctuate 
-V -ion] 

punctu'ation .mark n a standardized mark or sign used in punctu- 
ation 

'puncture /'pung(k)cha/ n a perforation (e g a hole or narrow wound) 



791 


pur 


made by punctunng, esp a small hole made accidentally in a pneumatic 
tyre (L punctura, fr punclus, pp of pungerc] 

'puncture vr 1 to pierce with a pointed instrument or object 2 to cause 
a puncture in 3 to make useless or deflate as if by a puncture ^failures 
^ d her conftdencey ^ vi to become punctured 
pundit /'pundit/ n 1 a learned man or teacher; specif a pandit 2 one who 
gives opinions in an authoritative manner, an authority [Hindi pandil, fr 
Skt pandita, fr pandita learned] - punditry /-tri/ n 
pungent /'punj(a)nl/ aJy 1 having a stiff and sharp pijint < ^ leaves • 2a 
marked by a sharp incisive quality, caustic b to the point, highly 
expressive prose) 3 having a strong sharp smell or taste, esp acrid 
[L pungent-, pungens. prp of pungere to prick, sting, akin to L pugnus 
fist, pugnare to fight, Gk pygme fist] - pungency /-si/ n 
Punic /pyoohnik/ n oradj (the dialect) of Carthage or the Carthaginians 
[adj L punicus, fr Poenus inhabitant of Carthage, mtxiif of Gk Phoinix 
Phoenician, n fr adj] 

punish /’punish/ vt 1 to impose a penalty on (an offender) or for (an 
offence) 2 to treat roughly or damagingly an engine'^ infml vi to 
inflict punishment [ME pum^^hen, fr MF panics-, stem of punir, fr L 
punire, fr poena penalty • more at tain] - punishable adj, punisher n 
'punishment Amant/ n la punishing or being punished b a judicial 
penally 2 rough or damaging treatment - infml <//je contender took 
plenty of ~ in the last rounds 

punitive /'pyoohnativ/a<// inflicting or intended to inflict punishment 

- blow) <a ^ schedule} [F punitif, fr MI, punitivus, fr L punitus. pp 
of punire] 

.punitive 'damages n pi damages awarded in excess of normal com- 
pensation to the plaintiff to punish a defendant 

Punjabi /pun'jahb, r (the language spoken b^) a native or 

inhabitant of the Punjab of NW India and Pakistan i ani,i MiF 
[Hindi panidbi, fr pahjabi of Punjab, fr Per, fr Punjab Punjab] - Punjabi 
adj 

'punk /pungk/ n I sby following punk styles m music, dress, etc 2 chietly 
SAm sby considered worthless or inferior, esp a petty cnminal [origin 
unknown] 

'punk adj I of or being a movement among young people of the l^lOs and 
19H0s in Bntain characten7ed by a violent rejection of established sixricty 
and expressed through punk rock and the wearing of aggrevsively outland- 
ish clothes and hairstyles 2 chiefly SAm of very poor quality, infcnor - 
slang 

'punk n a dry spongy substance prepared from fungi and used to ignite 
fuses (perh alter of spunk] 

punkah /'pungka/ n a fan used esp formerly in India consisting of a 
cloth-covered frame suspended from the ceding and swung to and fro by 
means of a cord [Hindi pakha] 

.punk 'rock n a style of rock music characterr/ed by a driving tempo, 
crude or obscene lyrics, and an aggressive delivery 
punnet /'punil/ n, chiefly Br a small basket of wood, plastic, etc, esp for 
soft fiuit or vegetables [origin unknown] 
punster /'punsta/ n one who is given to punning 
'punt /punt/ n a long narrow flat-bottomed boat with square ends, usu 
propelled with a pole [(assumed) ME, fr OE, fr L ponton-, ponto ~ more 
at 'ponkxjn] 

'punt vt to propel (e g a punt) with a pole, also to transport by punt — vj 
to propel a punt, go punting 

'punt VI ] to play against the banker at a gambling game 2 Br to gamble 
[F ponter, fr ponte point in some games, play against the banker, fr Sp 
punto point, fr L punctum - more at point] 

*punt vb to kick (a football) by means of a punt [origin unknown] 
'punt n the act of kicking a football with the top or tip of the foot after 
It IS dropped from the hands and before it hits the ground 
'punt /poont/ n Insh Republic at NATiiiNALirv [IrGael, pound] 
punter /'puma/ n 1 a con-man’s (potential) victim 2 a prostitute’s client, 
bnmdiy a client, customer 3 chiefly Br sby who gambles and esp bets with 
a bookmaker USE U&I) slang [ ’ ■ ' ’ * punt < '-f,r] 
puny Apyoohni/ adj slight or inferior in power, size, or importance, weak 
[MF puisne younger, lit., bom afterwards, fr puis afterwards « ne born] 

- punlneas n 

'pup /pup/ n a young dog; also a young seal, rat, etc [short for 
puppy] 

'pup V/ -pp- to give birth to pups 

pupa Apyoohpa/ n, pi pupae Api/, pupaa the intermediate usu inactive 
form of an insect that undergoes metamorphism (eg a bee,jiioth, or 
beetle) that occurs between the larva and the imago stages — f life 
CYCLE [NL, fr L pupa girl, doll] - pupal adj 


pupate /pyooh’payt/ vi to become a pupa - pupation A'paysh(a)n/ n 
'pupil /'pyoohpl/ /I I a child or young person at school or receiving tuition 
2 one who has been taught or influenced by a distinguished person [ME 
pupille minor ward, fr MF, fr L pupillus male ward (fr dim of pupus boy) 

& pupilla female ward, fr dim of pupa giil, doll, puppet] 

'pupil n the contractile usu round dark opening in the ins of the eye 
NERVF [MF pupille, fr L pupilla, fr dim of pupa doll, Ir the tiny image 
of oneself seen reflected in another’s eye] - pupilar /-pib/ adj, pupillary 
/-pibri/ adj 

pupillage Apyoohpihj/ , pupilage n the state or penod of being'a pupil, 
specif to a barnster 

•pupil 'teacher n a young person who in former times taught in an 
elementary school while concurrently receiving education 
pupiparous /pyooh'pip(3)ras/ adj producing mature larvae that are 
ready to pupate at birth [NL pupa t E -i- ♦ -parous] 
puppet /'pupil/ n la a small-scale toy figure (e g of a person or animal) 
usu with a cloth body and hollow head that fits over and is moved by the 
hand b a marionette 2 one whose acts are controlled by an outside force 
or influence <a - government} [ME popet, fr MF pouprtte, dim of 
(assumed) poupe doll, fr L pupa] - puppetry n, puppeteer /-'tt?/ n 
puppy /'pupi/ n 1 a young dog (less than a year old) 2 a conceited or 
ill-mannered young man [ME popi, fr MF poupee doll, toy, fr (assumed) 
poupe doll) 

'puppy ,fat n temporary plumpness in children and adolescents 
'puppy .love n short-lived romantic affection felt by an adolescent for sby 
of the opposite sex 
'pup .tent n A small shelter tent 

Purbeck stone Apuhbek/ n a hard limestone used esp for building [Isle 
of Purbeck, distnet m Dorset, England] 

purblind /'puh.bliend/ adj 1 partly blind 2 lacking in vision or insight, 
obtuse - (ml [ME pur blind, fr pur purely, wholly, fr pur pure] - 
purblindness n 

'purchase /'puhehas/ vt la to acquire (re.al estate) by means other than 
inhentance b to obtain by paying money or its equivalent, buy c to obtain 
by labour, danger, or sacnfice < - d life at the expense of honour} 2 to 
move or raise by a device (e g a lever or pulley) 3 to constitute the means 
for buying <a pound seems to less each year} [ME purchacen, fr OF 
purchai ler to seek to obtain, fr por-, pur- for, forwards (modif of L pro-) 

♦ chacier to pursue, chase - more at pro] - purchasable adj, pur- 
chaser n 

'purchase n I sthg obtained bv payment of money or its equivalent 2a 
a mechanical h' ' i or advantage (e g that applied through a pulley or 
kver). broadly advantage used m applying power or influence b a 
means, esp a mechanical device, by which one gams such an advan- 
tage 

'purchase .tax n a tax levied on the sale of goods and services that is 
usu calculated as a percentage of the purchase pnee - compare 
vMLi -Annin tax 

purdah Apuhdah, -d.?/ n the seclusion of women from public view among 
Muslims and some Hindus, esp in India, also a screen used for this 
purfiosc [Hindi parda. In , screen, veil] 

pure /pyixia/ adj U(l) iinniixcd with any other matter < -- gold} (2) free 
from contamination < fixxf} (3) spotless, specif free from moral fault 
b of a musical sound being in tune and free from harshness c of a vowel 
monophihiMigal 2a sheer, unmitigated <- folly} b abstract, theoretical 
science} 3a free fmm anything that vitiates or weakens <//ie -- 
religion of our fathers'' h containing nothing (hat docs not properly 
belong fjhe -- text} c of unmixed ancestry 4a chaste b ntually clean 
[ME pur. fr OF. fr L purus, akin to Ski punati he cleanses, Mir ur fresh, 
green] - pureness n 

'pure, blood /-.blud/, pure-blooded /-'bludid/ adj plrf 3c - pure- 
biood n 

'pure, bred /-.bred/ adj bred over many generations from members of a 
recognized breed, strain, or kind without mixture of other blood - 
purebred n 

'puree, puree Apyooaray/ n a thick pulp (e g of fruit or vegetable) usu 
produced by rubbing cooked food through a sieve or blending in a 
liquidizer, also a thick soup made from pureed vegetables [F, fr MF, fr 
fem of pure, pp of purer to purify, strain, fr L purare to purify, fr 
purus] 

'puree, puree vr to reduce to a puree 

purely Apyooalt/ adv 1 without addition, esp of anything harmful 2 
simply, merely <read ^ for relaxation} 3 in a chaste or innocent manner 
4 wholly, completely <a selection based on merit} 
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purfle /'piihfl/ vt to ornament the border or edges of [ME puiUlen, fr 
MF porfiler] - purfle n 

purgation /puh'gaysh(3)n/ n the act or result of purging 
purgativa /"puhgativ/ n or adj (a medicine) causing evacuation of the 
bowels 

purgatory /'puhgat(9)n/ n 1 a place or state of punishment m which, 
according to Roman Catholic doctnne, the souls of those who die in 
God's grace may make amends for past sms and so become fit for heaven 
2 a place or state of temporary sufTenng or misery - infml <f/ie return tnp 
was absolute > [ME, fr AF or ML, AF purgatone, fr ML purgatonum, 
fr LL. neut of purgatonus purging, fr L purgatus, pp of purgare] ■ 
purgatorial /‘‘tawn-al/ adj 

'purge /puhj/ vt la to clear of guilt b to free from moral or physical 
impunty 2a to cause evacuation from (e g the bowels) b(l) to nd (e g a 
nation or party) of unwanted or undesirable members, otten summarily 
or by force (2) to get nd of (e g undesirable people) by means of a purge 
[ME purgen, fr OF purgter fr L pungare, purgare to punfy, purge, fr 
purus pure ^ -igare (akin to agere to dnve, do) - more at a*.fnt] 
*purge n 1 an (esp political) act of purging 2 a purgative 
purificatory /.pyoo(a)nfi'kaytan. -tn/ adj serving, tending, or intended 
to punfy 

purify /'pyooanfie/ vt 1 to free of physical or moral impunty or 
imperfection 2 to free from undesirable elements ^ vi to grow or become 
pure or clean [ME punHen, fr MF punCier, fr L punHcare, fr L purus + 
■ificare -ify] - purifier n, purificator /-ri.kayta/ n, purifleation 
/-ri'kaysh(9)n/ n 

purine /'pyooareen. -nn/ n (either of the bases adenine or guanine that 
are constituents of DNA and RNA and are denvativcs oO a compound 
from which unc acid and related compounds are made in the body [G 
punn, fr L purus pure + NL uncus unc. fr E unc] 
puriet /'pyooanst/ n one who keeps stnctly and often excessively to 
established or traditional usage, esp in language - purism n 
puritan /'pyooant(9)n/ n 1 cap a member of a 16th< and 17th-c mainly 
calvinist Protestant group in England and New England which wished to 
punfy th^ Church of England of all very ceremonial worship 2 one who 
practises or preaches a ngorous or severe moral code [prob fr LL puntas 
punty] - puritan adj, often cap 

puritanical /.pyooan'tamkl/ adj 1 puntan 2 of or charactenzed by a 
ngid morality, stnet 

Puritanism /pyooanta,niz(a)m/ n 1 cap the beliefs and practices of the 
Puntans 2 stnetness and austenty, esp in matters of religion or con- 
duct 

purity /’pyooarati/ n 1 pureness 2 saiuraiion 1 [ME purete, fr OF 
purete, fr LL puntat-, puritas, fr L purus pure] 

'purl /puhl/ n 1 a thread of twisted gold or silver wire used for 
embroidenng or edging 2 purl, purl stitch a basic knitting stitch made by 
inserting the needle into the back of a stitch that produces a raised pattern 
on the back of the work - compare KNir stik h 3 fir an ornamental 
edging of small loops or picots on lace, nbbon, or braid [obs pirl (to twist), 
of unknown ongm] 

*purl vt la to decorate, edge, or border with gold or silver thread b to edge 
with loops, picot 2 to knit in purl stitch ^ vt to do knitting in purl 
stitch 

*purl ii a gentle murmur or movement (e g of water) [perh of Scand origin, 
akin to Norw purla to npple] 

•purl VI, of a stream, brook, etc to flow in eddies with a soft murmunng 
sound 

purler /'puhb/ n, chiefly Br a heavy headlong fall - infml [purl (to whni, 
capsize, upset), alter of obs pirl (to twist)] 

purlieus /'puhlyoohz/ n pi I environs, neighbourhood 2 confines, 
bounds - fml [ME purtewe land severed from an English royal forest by 
perambulation, fr AF puraJe perambulation, fr OF puraler to go through, 
fr pur- for, through 4 aler to go - more at purchase, ‘alley] 
puriin /'puhlin/ n a horizontal beam in a roof supporting the raHers 
ARCHITECTURE [origin unluiown] 

purloin /puh'loyn, pa*/ vt to take dishonestly; steal - fml [ME purloinen 
to put away, render inefTectuaJ, fr AF purhigner, fr OF porloigner to put 
off, delay, fr por- forwards 4 loing at a distance, fr L longe, fr longus 
long] 

'purple /*puhpl/ adj 1 of the colour purple 2 highly rhetorical; ornate < ^ 
prose} [ME purpel, alter, of purper, fr OE purpurati, gen of purpure 
purple colour, fr L purpura, fr Gk porphyra] 

‘purple Ji la a colour falling about midway between red and blue in hue 
b cloth dyed purple; also a purple robe worn as an emblem of rank or 
authority c(1) a mollusc yielding a purple dye, esp the Tynan purple of 


ancient times (2) a pigment or dye that colours purple 2 impenal, regal, 
or very high rank <horn to the ^ > 

‘purple vb to make or become purple 

.purple 'heart n a light blue tablet containing the drug phenobarbitone 
and formerly presenbed as a hypnotic or sedative 
.purple 'passage n a piece of obtrusively ornate wnting [trans of L 
pannus purpureus purple patch, fr the traditional splendour of purple 
cloth in contrast with more shabby matenals] 
purplish /'puhplish/ adj rather purple 

'purport /“pubpawt, -pat/ n professed or implied meaning, import; alw 
substance - fml [ME, fr AF, content, tenor, fr purporter to contain, fr 
OF porporter to convey, fr por- forwards ^ porter to carry - more at 

PURCHASE, ‘port] 

‘purport /pa'pawl, puh'pawt, 'puhpat/ vt to (be intended to) seem, profess 
<a book that to be an objective analysis} 

'purpose /'puhpas/ n 1 the object for which sthg exists or is done, the 
intention 2 resolution, determination [ME purpos, fr OF, fr purposer to 
purpose, fr L proponere (perf indic proposui) to propose more at 
propose] - purposeless adj - on purpose with intent, intentionally 
‘purpose vt to have as one’s intention - fml 
, purpose-built n, chiefly Br designed to meet a specific need <a 
conference centre} 

'purposeful /-f(a)l/ adj 1 full of determination 2 having a purpose or 
aim activities} - purposefully adv, purposefulness /; 

'purposely /-Ii/ adv with a deliberate or express purpose 
purposive /'puhpsiv/ adj I serving or efTecimg a useful function 
thtmgh not necessarily as a result of deliberate intention 2 having or 
tending to fulfil a conscious purpose, purposeful USE fml - purposively 
adv, purposiveness n 

purpura /'puhpyoorV n any of several states tharactcri/ed by patches 
of purplish discoloration on the skin and mucous membranes and caused 
by abnormalities m the blood [NL, fr L. purple colour] purpuric 
A'pyoo^nk/ ad/ 

purpure /'puhpyooa/ n purple - used in heraldry [MF. fr OK, 
purple] 

purr /puh/ vi 1 to make the low vibratory murmur of a contented cat 
1 to make a sound resembling a purr [imit] - purr n 
'purse /puhs/ n 1 a small flattish bag for money, esp a wallet with a 
compartment for holding change 2a resources, funds b a sum of money 
. offered as a pnze or present, also the total amount of money ofTcrt^J in 
pnzes for a given event 3 NAm a handbag [MR purs, fr OK, modif of 
ML bursa, fr LL, oxhide, fr Gk byrsa] 

‘purse vt to pucker, knit 

purser /'puhsa/ n an officer on a ship responsible for documents and 
accounts and on a passenger ship also for the comfort and welfare of 
passengers [ME, fr purse ^ ' er] 

'purse .strings n pi control over expenditure <.%he holds the ~ ^ 
purslane /'puhslm/ n a fleshy-leaved trailing plant with tiny yellow 
flowers [ME, fr MF porcclainc, fr LL porcillagin-, porcillago, alter of L 
porcillaca. alter of portulaca] 

pursuance /pa'syooh ans/ n a carrying out or into effect (e g of a plan 
or order), prosecution <in ~ of her duties'^ ■ fml [pursue f -ANf f] 
pursue /pa'syooh/ vt 1 to follow in order to overtake, capture, kill, or 
defeat 2 to find or employ measures to obtain or accomplish < a goaf} 
3 to proceed along < ~ s a northern course} 4a to engage in < *«* a hobby} 
b to follow up an argument} 5 to continue to afflict, haunt (was -^d 
by hornble memones} vi to go in pursuit [ME pursuen, fr AF pursuer, 
fr OF poursuir, fr L prosequi, fr pro- forwards f sequi to follow - more 
at PRO-, sue] 

pursuer /pa'syooho/ n, Scot 1 a plaintiff 2 a prosecutor [pursue 
% *-er] 

pursuit /pa'syooht/ /i 1 an act of pursuing 2 an activity that one 
regularly engages in (eg as a pastime or profession) [ME, fr OF 
poursuite, fr poursuir] 

pursuivant /'puhsiv(a)nt. also -swi-/ n an officer of arms ranking below 
a herald [ME pursevant attendant of a herald, fr MF poursuivant, lit , 
follower, fr prp of poursuir, poursuivre to pursue] 
pursy /'puhfd/ adj (short-winded, esp because) corpulent [ME pursy, fr 
AF pursif, alter, of MF polsif, fr poulser, polser to bttt, push, pant - more 
at push] - pursbieaa n 

purulent /*pyooarabnt/ adj 1 containing, consisting of, or being pus (a 
discharge} 2 accompanied by suppuration [L purulentus, fr pur-, pus 
pus] - ponilence n 

purvey /pa'vay, puh-/ vt to supply (e g provisions), esp in the course of 
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business [ME purveien, fr MF porveeir, fr L providere to provide] - 

purreytncc n 

purveyor /po'vaya, puh-/ n a victualler or caterer (purvfy ^ *-or] 

purview /'puh.vyooh/ n 1 the body or enacting part of a statute 2 the 
range or limit of authonty, responsibility, or concern 3 the range of vision 
or understanding USE {2A3) fml [ME purveu, fr AF purvey cst it is 
provided (opening phrase of a statute)] 

pus /pus/ n thick opaque usu yellowish white fluid matter formed by 
suppuration (e g in an abscess) [L pur-, pus - more at foul] 

'push /poosh/ vt la to apply a force to (sthg) in order to cause movement 
away from the person or thing applying the force b to move (sthg) away 
or forwards by applying such a force </o ^ a car uphitf^ 2 to cause (sthg) 
to change in quantity or extent as if under pressure (scarcity of labour 
^ ed up wagesy 3a to develop (e g an idea or argument), esp to an extreme 
degree b to urge or press the advancement, adoption, or practice of, specif 
to make aggressive efforts to sell <a drive to ^ tinned /bods) c to press 
or urge (sby) to sthg; pressunze (keeps -- ing me to give her a nsey 4 to 
force towards or beyond the limits of capacity or endurance (poverty ed 
them to breaking pointy S to hit (a ball) towards the nght from a 
nght-handed swing or towards the left from a leH-handed swing 6 to 
approach in age or number (the old man was ^ ing 75) - infml 7 to 
engage in the illicit sale of (drugs) - slang '^vt 1 to press against sthg with 
steady force (as lO m order to move it away 2 to press forwards 
energetically against obstacles or opposition (explorers ^ cd out into the 
Antarcticy 3 to exert oneself continuously or vigorously to achieve an end 
(unions ^ ing for higher wagesy [ME pusshen, fr OF poulser to beat, 
push, fr L pulsare, fr pulsus, pp of pellere to dnve, stnkc - more at i Fi xj 
~ push one's luck to take an increasing risk 

‘push II la a vigo-ous c.Toit to attain an end, a drive b a military assault 
or offensive c an advance that overcomes obstacles 2a an act or action 
of pushing b a nonphysical pressure, an urge (the ^ and pull of 
conflicting emotionsy c vigorous enterprise or energy (she'll need a lot 
of to get to the topy 3a an exertion of influence to promote another's 
interests (his father's - took him to the topy b stimulation to activity, 
an impetus 4 a time for action, an emergency (when it came to the ^ 

I forgot my lines) 5 /7r dismissal - esp in get/give the push (he'll get the 
^ if he’s late again) USE (4AS) infml - at a push chiefly Br if really 
necessary, if forced by special conditions 
push around vt to order about; bully 
'push*, bike n. Br a pedal bicycle 

'push-, button adj 1 operated by means of a push button 2 charactenzed 
by the use of long-range weapons rather than physical combat <- 
warfare) 

'push .button n a small button or knob that when pushed operates or 
tnggers sthg, esp by closing an electnc circuit 
'push.chair /-.chea/ n, Br a light folding chair on wheels in which young 
children may be pushed 

pushed /poosht/ adj having difTiculiy in finding enough time, money, etc 
(you'll be ^ to finish that by tonighty - infml 

pusher /'poosha/ n 1 a utensil used by a child for pushing food onto a 
spoon or fork 2 one who sells drugs illegally - slang ['push + ^-er] 
push in VI to join a queue at a point in front of others already waiting, 
esp by pushing or jostling 

pushing /"pooshing/ adj aggressively ambitious and self-assertive 
push off VI. to go away, esp hastily or abruptly - infml 
push on VI to continue on one's way, esp despite obsucles or diffi- 
culties 

'push, over /-.ohva/ n 1 an opponent who is easy to defeat or a victim 
who IS incapable of effective resistance 2 sby unable to resist a luu 
specified attraction, a sucker (he’s a ^ for blondesy 3 sthg accomplished 
without difficulty; a cinch USE infml 
,push>'pull adj of or being an arrangement of 2 thermionic valves or 
transistors in which an alternating input causes alternate valves or 
.transistors to dnve the load - push-pull n 

'push, rod /-.rod/ n a rod put into action by a cam to open or close a valve 
in an internal-combustion ehgine 
Pushtu /pushtooh/ n Pashto 

pushy /'pooshi/ adj self-assertive often to an objectionable degree, 
forward > infml > pnshily adv, paihiscM n 

pusillonimous /.pyoohsi'lanimas/ adj lacking courage and resolution, 
contemptibly timid - fml [LL pusillanitnis, fr L pusillus very small (dim 
of pusus small child) t animus spint; akin to L puer child - more at 
puerile, animate] - pualllanindty /-b'nimati/ n 
puss /poos/ n 1 a cat - used chiefly as a pet name or calling name 2 a 
girl (a saucy little ^ ) USE infml [ongin unknown] 


'puss ,moth n a large grey and white moth 

'pussy /'poosi/ n 1 a catkin of the pussy willow 2 a cat - infml, used 
chiefly a.s a pet name 

^pussy n the vulva - vulg [earlier puss (perh of LG or Scand ongin) + 

•y; akin to ON puss pocket, pouch, LG puse vulva, OE pusa bag, Gk bycin 
to stuff, plug] 

'pussy.cst /-,kat/ n a cat - used chiefly by or to children 
'pussy.foot /-.foot/ VI 1 to tread or move wanly or stealthily 2 to avoid 
committing oneself (e g to a course of action) 

«, pussy 'willow n any of vanous willows having grey silky catkins 
pustulsnt /'piistyoobnt/ n or adj (sthg. esp a chemical, for) inifucmg the 
formation of pustules 

pustulsr /'pustyoob/ adj of. resembling, or covered with pustules 
pustulation /,pustyoo'laysh(a)n/ n 1 the producing of pustules; being 
covered with pustules 2 a pustule 

pustule /'pustyoohl/ n 1 a small raised spot on the skin having an 
inflamed base and containing pus 2 a small raised area like a blister or 
pimple [ME. fr L pustula - more at *rtxi] 

'put /pool/ vb put; -tt- vt la to place in or move into a specified position 
or relationship the book on the tabley a child to bed) b to thrust 
(e g a weapon) into or through sthg c to throw (a shot, weight, etc) with 
a pul, esp in the shot put d to bring into a specified condition ('^ a rule 
into effecty ( - the matter nghty 2a to cause to endure or undergo; 
subject me to a lot of expense) b to impose, establish a tax on 
luxunes) 3a to formulate for judgment or decision the question) (^ 
the motion) btoexpress, state <'^ ting// /nr/d/y) 4a to turn into language 
or literary form < - her feelings into words) b to adapt, set (lyncs ^ 
to music) Sa to devote, apply < - his mind to the problem) b to cause 
to perform an action, urge < - the horse at the fence) c to impel, incite 
< ^ them into a fren/y) 6a to repose, rest (-^s his faith in reason) b to 
invest <- his money into steef) 7 to give as an estimate (-^ her age at 
about 40), also to imagine as being yourself in my place) 8 to wnte, 
inscnbc their names to what they wrote - Virginia Woolf) 9 to bet. 
wager ( ^ £5 on the favounte) -^vi , of a ship to take a specified course 
< ^ hack to port) [ME putten, akin to OE pu/ung instigation, MD poten 
to plant] - put a foot wrong to make the slightest mistake - put a 
good/bold face on to represent (a matter) or confront (an ordeal) as if all 
were well - put a sock in it Br to stop talking, shut up - slang - put 
a spoke in someone’s wheel to thwart shy’s plans - put forth la to assert, 
propose b to make public, issue 2 to bring into action, exert 3 to 
produce or send out by growth (put forth leaves) - pot la miad to remind 

- often of - pnt it across someone Br to deceive sby into believing or 
doing sthg - jompare put across - put it past someone to think sby at 
all incapable > >r unlikely < wouldn '/ put it past him to cheat) - put it t^rc 

- used as an invitation to shake hands - put one's best foot forward to 
make every effort - put one’s finger on to identify (pul his finger on the 
cause of ihe trouble) - put one’s foot down to take a firm stand - pot 
one's foot in it to make an embarrassing blunder - put oBc’i shirt oa to 
nsk all one's money on - pot one's shoulder to the wheel to make an 
elTort, esp a cooperative effort - put on the map to cause to be considered 
important - put paid to Br to ruin, finish la (St George putting paid 
to the dragon ~ Scottish Field) - put someone's nose out of joint to 
supplant sby distressingly - put the lid on chiefly Br to be the culminating 
misfortune of (a senes) - put the wind up Br to scare, fnghten ~ infml 

- put to bed to make the final preparations for pnnting (e g a newspaper) 

- put together to create as a united whole, construct - |^t to It to give 
difficulty to; press hard (had been put to it to keep up) - put to shmae 
to disgrace by companson (their garden puts ours to shame) - put two 
and two together to draw the proper conclusion from given premises - 
put wise to inform, enlighten - infml 

*put n a throw made with an overhand pushing motion, specif the act or 
an instance of putting the shot 

’put adj m the same position, condition, or situation - in stay put 
put about VI . of a ship to change direction ^ vt to cause (a ship) to put 
about 

put across vt to convey (the meaning or significance of sthg) effec- 
tively 

putative /'pyoohtaiiv/ adj 1 commonly accepted or supposed 2 
assumed to exist or to have existed USE fml [ME, fr LL putativus, fr L 
putatus, pp of putare to think - more at pave] - putatively adv 
put away vt I to discard, renounce 2a to place for storage when not 
in use (put the knives away in the drawer) b to save (money) for future 
use 3a to confine, esp in an asylum b to kill; esp put down 2 4 to eat 
or drink up, consume (used to put away a bottle without bhnking) - 
infml 



put 


794 


put by vt PUT Aw/vY 2 

'put-, down n a humiliating remark, a snub - infml 
put down vt 1 to bnng to an end, suppress <put down a noO 2 to kill 
(e g a sick or injured animal) painlessly 3a to put in wnting <put it down 
on paper} b to enter in a list (e g of subscnbers) <put me down for 
4 to pay as a deposit 5a to place m a category </ put him down as an 
eccentric} b to attnbute <put it down to inexperience} 6 to store 
or set aside (e g bottles of wine) for future use 7a to disparage, belittle 
b to humiliate, snub ^ vKof an aircraft or pilot toiand USE (7) infml 
put forward vt 1 to prooosc (e a a theorv) 2 to bring into nrominence 
(^have no wish to put myself forward) 

put in vt 1 to make a formal offer or declaration of <put in a plea of 
guilty} 2 to come in with, interpose <put in a word for her brother} 3 
to spend (time) at an occupation or job <put m 6 hours at the office} - vi 
1 to call at or enter a place, harbour, etc 2 to make an application, request, 
or offer for (^decided /o put in for a pension} 

putlog /put, log/ n a piece of timber between a wall and the uprights o( 
a scaffold that supports scaffolding planks [prob alter of earlier put U kL, 
perh fr ^put ^ lock] 

put off vt 1 to disconcert, distract 2a to postpone <idecided to put off 
their departure} b to get nd of or persuade to wait, esp by means of 
excuses or evasions <put his creditors off for another few days} 3a to 
repel, discourage b to dissuade <st) keen it was impossible to put her off) 
4 to take off. rid oneself of 
''put-,on adj pretended, assumed 

^put-on n an instance of deliberately misleading sby, also, chiefly NAm a 
parody, spoof 

put on vt la to dress oneself in. don b to make part of one’s appearance 
or behaviour c to feign, assume <put on a saintly manner} 2 to cause to 
act or operate, apply <put on more speed} 3 to come to have an increased 
amount of <put on weight} 4 to stage, produce (e g a play) 5 to bet (a 
sum of money) 6 to bnng to or cause to speak on the telephone </4 your 
father there? Put him on, then} 7 to mislead deliberately, esp for 
amusemen* - infml 

Putongh«ia /.poohtong'hwah/ n a modern language of China based on 
Mandann as spoken m Peking - used in place of Mandann as the name 
for the official language of China (Chin p'u-t‘ung-hua common lan- 
guage] 

put out vt 1 to extinguish <put the fire out) 2 to publish, issue 3 to 
produce for sale 4i to disconcert, confuse b to annoy, irntate c to 
inconvenience (don't put yourself out for us} 5 to cause to be out (in 
baseball, cncket, etc) 6 to give or offer (a job of work) to be done by 
another outside the premises — vi I to set out from shore 2 to make an 
effort 

put over vt PUT across 

putrefaction /,pyoohtn’faksh(3)n/ n 1 the decomposition of organic 
matter; esp the breakdown of proteins by bacteria and fungi, typically in 
the absence of oxygen, with the formation of foul-smelling incompletely 
oxidized products 2 being putrefied, corruption [ME putrefaccion, fr LL 
putrefaction’, putrefactio, L putrefactus, pp of putrcfacerc] putrefac- 
tive Ativ/ adj 

putrefy /’pyoohtrific/ vb to make or become putnd [ME putrefien, fr 
MF & L, MF putrefier, fr L putrefacere, fr putrere to be rotten + facere 
to make - more at 'rx)] 

putrescent /,pyooh'tres(a)nt/ adj of or undergoing putrefaction [L 
putrescent-, putrescens, prp of putrescere to grow rotten, fr putrere] - 

putrescence n 

putrid /pyoohtnd/ adj la in a state of putrefaction b (characteristic) of 
putrefaction; esp foul-smelling 2 very unpleasant - slang [L putndus, fr 
putrere to be rotten, fr puter, putns rotten; akin to L putere to slink] - 
putridneaa n, putridity /-'tndati/ n 

putsch /pooch/ n a secretly plotted and suddenly executed attempt to 
overthrow a government [G] 

putt /put/ n a gentle golf stroke made to roll the ball towards or into the 
hole on a putting green [alter, of ^put] - putt vb 
puttep /puti. pu'tee/ n 1 a long cloth stnp wrapped spirally round the 
leg from ankle to knee, esp as part of an army uniform 2 NAm a usu 
leather legging secured by a strap or catch or by laces [Hindi patti strip 
of cloth, fr Skt patfika] 

'putter /puta/ n a golf club used for putting [purr -v ^-er] 

’putter /puta/ vi, NAm to potter [by alter] 

put through vt 1 to carry into effect or to a successful conclusion 2a 
to make a telephone connection for b to obtain a connection for (a 
telephone call) 


'putting .green /'putmg/ n a smooth gra.ssy area at the end of a golf 
fairway containing the hole into which the ball must be played 
putto /'pootoh/ n, pi putt! /-ti/ a figure of a Cupid-like boy, esp in 
Renaissance painting [It, lit., boy. fr E putus, akin to Skt putra son - more 
at tew] 

'putty /'puti/ n 1 a pasty substance consisting of hydrated lime and water 
2 a dough-like cement, usu made of whiting and boiled linseed oil, used 
esp in fixing glass in sashes and stopping crevices in woodwork [F potee, 
lit , potful, fr OF, fr pot - more at PoriAoi-] 

’putty V/ to use putty on or apply putty to 

'put-,up adj contnved secretly beforehand (the vote was obviously a - 
job} - infml 

put up vt 1 to sheathe (a sword) 2 to flush (game) from cover 3 to 
nominate for election 4 to offer up (e g a prayer) 5 to offer for public sale 
<put her possessions up for auction} 6 to give food and shelter to, 
accommodate 7 to build, erect 8a to make a display of, show (desperate 
as she was, she pul up a biave front} b ( arrs on 2 <pul up a struggle 
against considerable odds) 9a to contnbute, pay b to offer as a pn/e or 
Slake 10 to increase the amount of, raise ^vi \ to shelter, lodge (we'll 
put up here for the night} 2 to present oneself as a candidate in an election 
usu i for - put someone’s back up to annoy or irntalc sby - put up 
to to urge on, instigate < they pul him up to playing the prank > - put up 
with to endure or tolerate without complaint or protest 
'put-u.pon jdj imposed upon, taken advantage ot 
puy /pwec' n a hill of volcanic ongm, esp in the Auvergne in France (F, 
fr L podium balcony - more at Pi w] 

'puzzle /'pu/.l/ puzzling /'pu/ling, 'puzl mg/ vt to offer or represent a 
problem difficult to solve or a situation difficult to resolve, perplex, also 
to exert (eg oneselO over such a problem or situation <they ^d their 
brains to find a solution; - v; to be uncertain as to action, choice, oi 
meaning • usu < over or .ibout [origin unknown] puzzlement n, 
puzzler n 

’puzzle n 1 being puzzled, perplexity 2a sthg that puzzles b a problem, 
contrivance, etc designed for testing one’s mgemiity 
puzzle out vt to find (a solution or meaning) by means of mental 
effort 

pyc /jpfnvviNYi oiioRiDP [^ily Vinyl chloride] 
py- /pie-/, pyo- comb form pus (pyaemia'^> (pyorrhoga': [Gk, fr pyon pus 
more at roi l] ^ 

pya /pyah, pi'ah/ n / Burma at naiionai iiv [Burmese] 
pyaemia /pic'ccmya, -mi a/ n blood poisoning accompanied bv multiple 
abscesses [NL] 

'pye-,dog /pie/ n a half-wild dog common in and around Asian villages 
[prob by shortening & alter fr pariah dog] 
pyel-, pyelo- comb form renal pelvis 'pyelography} [NE, pelvis, fr Gk 
pyelos trough, akin to Gk plan to sail - more at now] 
pyelitis /.pie-.Vlictis/ n mffammation of the lining of the icnal pelvis 
INE] 

pygidium /pie'jidi 3m, -'gidi-/ n. pi pygidia /-di 3/ the end structure (e g 
a tail) or end part of the body of various invertebrates [NE. fr Gk 
pygidion, dim of pygc rump, akin to E pustula pustule] - pygidial adj 
pygmy /'pigmi/ n 1 cap a member of a people of equatorial Afnca under 
I 5m (about 5fl) in height 2 a very short person, a dwarf 3 one who is 
insignificant or infenor in a specified sphere or manner (a political ^ ) 
[ME pigmei, fr L pygmaeus of a pygmy, dwarfish, fr Gk pygmaios, fr 
pygme fist, measure of length - more at punulnt] - pygmoid /-.moyd/ 
adj 

pyjamas, NAm chiefly pajamas /pa'jahmsz/ n pi. chiefly Br 1 loose 
lightweight trousers traditionally worn in the &st 2 a suit of loose 
lightweight jacket and trousers for sleeping in [Hindi pajama, fr Per pa 
leg + jama garment] - pyjama adj 

pyRnic /'piknik/ adj characterized by short stature and stocky build 
(ISV, fr Gk pyknos dense, stocky] - pyknic n 

pylon /'pielon, -bn/ n 1 either of 2 towers with sloping sides flanking the 
entrance to an ancient Egyptian temple 2 a tower for supporting either 
end of a wire, esp electricity power cables, over ia long span 3 a ngid 
structure on the outside of an aircraft for suppordng sthg [Gk pylon, fr 
pyle gale] 

pylorus /pielawrss/ n, pi pylori /-ne, -ri/ the opening from the ver- 
tebrate stomach into the intestine [EE, fr Gk pyldros, lit , gatekeeper, fr 
pyle] - pyloric adj 
pyo- - sec PY- 

pyogenic /,pie-a'jenik/ adj producing pus [ISV] 
pyorrhoea /.pie a'ria/ n an inflammation of the sockets of the teeth 
leading usu to loosening of the teeth [NE] 
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pyi'"! pyro- comb form 1 fire, heat <pyro/ne/er> <pyro/naii/a> 2 produced 
(as iQ by the action of heat (^pyroelectnctty} [MF^ fr MF, fr LL, fr Gk, 
fr pyr - more at fire] 

pyracantha /.piera'kantha/ n any of a genus of Eurasian thorny shrubs 
of the rose family with white flowers and red or orange berries [NL, genus 
name, fr Gk pyrakantha, a tree, fr pyr- ^ akantha thorn] 
pyramid /'piramid/ n la an ancient massive structure having typically 
a square ground plan and tapenng smooth or stepped walls that meet at 
the top b a structure or object of similar form 2 a polyhedron having for 
Its base a polygon and for faces mangles with a common vertex 3 a 
nonphysical structure or system (e g a social or organizational hierarchy) 
having a broad supporting base and narrowing gradually to an apex [L 
pyramid-, pyramts, fr Gk] - pyramidal /pi'ramidl/ adj 
'pyramid .sailing n a fraudulent financial system whereby agents for the 
sale of a product are induced to recruit further agents on ever-dwindling 
commissions 

pyre /’pie a/ n a heap of combustible material for burning a dead body 
as part of a funeral nte, broadly a pile of matenal to be burned [L pyra, 
fr Gk, fr pyr fire - more at fire] 

pyrenoid /pie'recnoyd, 'picnnoyd/ n any of the protein bodies that act 
as centres for starch deposition in some algae and other lower organisms 
[ISV, fr NL pyrena stone of a fruit, fr Gk pyren] 
pyrethrin /pie'reethnn/ n either of 2 oily liquid insecticides that occur 
esp in pyrethrum flowers [ISV, fr L pyrethrum] 
pyrethrum /pie'rcelhram/ n 1 any of several chrysanthemums with 
finely divided often aromatic leaves 2 an insecticide consisting of the 
dned heads of any of several Old World chrysanthemums [L, pcllitory, 
fr Gk pyrethron, fr pyr fire] 

pyretic /pic'rctik/ adj of lever [NL pyre/icu.s, fr Gk pyrctikos, fr pyretos 
fever, fr pyr] 

Pyrex /'piercks/ trademark- used for glass and glassware that is resistant 
to heat, chemicals, and electricity 

pyrexia /pie'reksi a/ n abnormal elevation of body temperature [NL, fr 
Gk pyrc<isetn to be fevensh, fr pyretos] - pyrexial adj, pyrexic /-sik/ 
adj 

pyrheliometer /p9,heeli'omit3/ n an instrument for measunng the 
radiant energy from the sun that is received at the earth [ISV] - 
pyrheliometric /pa.heeli a'metnk/ adj 

pyridine /'picndeen, -dm/ n a pungent liquid that is an organic chemical 
base. IS obtained from coal, and is used as a solvent and in the manufacture 
of medicines and waterproofing substances [pyr- -id f -me] 
pyridoxine also pyridoxin /.picn'doksecn, -sin/ n a vitamin B« (bund esp 
in cereal foods and convertible in the body into phosphate compounds 
that are important coenzymes [pyndine ♦ ox- f -me] 
pyrimidine /pie'nmideen, -dm/ n any of the bases cytosine, thymine, or 
uracil that are constituents of DNA and RNA [ISV, alter of pyn- 
dme} 

pyrite /’pie-pnet/ n iron pyrites [L pyntes] 

pyrites /pie'nctecz, pi-/ n. pi pyrites any of vanous metallic-looking 
sulphide minerals, esp iron pyritts [L, flint, fr Gk pyrites of or in fire, 
fr pyr fire] - pyritic /-'ntik/ adj 
pyro> - sec pyr- 

pyrocatechol /.pieroh'katakol, -n>-/ n a phenol, usu made synthetically, 
used esp as a photographic developer and in organic synthesis [ISV pyr- 
+ catechol, fr catechu * -of] 

pyroclastic /.pieroh'klastik, -n-/ adj formed from fragments resulting 
from volcanic action 

.pyrogallol /.pieroh'galol/ n a phenol with weak acid properties that is 
used esp in photographic developers and in dye manufacture [ISV 
pyrogalhc (acid) + -o/] 

pyrogen /pierohjen, -ra-/ n a fever-producing substance [ISV] 
pyrogenic /.pieroh'jenik/ adj 1 producing or produced by heat or fever 
2 IGNEOUS 2 [ISV] - pyrogenicity /-ja'nisati/ n 
pyroligneous /.pieroh'ligni-as/ adj obtained by destructive distillation 
of wood [F pyrohgneux, fr pyr- * hgneux woody, fr L lignosus, fr lignum 
wood - more at lion-] 

pyrolyse, NAm chiefly pyrolyxc /'pierabcz/ vt to subject to pyrolysis 
pyrolysis /pie*rolasi$/ n chemical change brought about by the action of 
heat [NL] - pyrolytic /.picra'litik/ adj 

pyromania /.piera'maynya, -ni-a/ n a compulsive urge to start fires [NL] 
- pyromanlac /-'mayniak/ n, pyromaniscal /-ma'nie-akl/ adj 
pyrometer /pie'romita/ n an instrument for measuring temperatures, 
esp when beyond the range of mercury thermometers [ISV] - pyrometry 
/-matri/ n, pyromctric /-ra'metnk/ adj 

pyrope /'piejohp/ n a deep red magnesium-aluminium garnet commonly 


used as a gem [ME pirope, a red gem, fr MF, fr L pyropus, a red bronze, 
fr Gk pyropos, lit , fiery-eyed, fr pyr- + op-, ops eye - more at eye] 
pyrophoric /.piera'fonk/ adj 1 igniting spontaneously 2 of an alloy 
emitting sparks when scratched or struck, esp with steel [NL pyrophorvs, 
fr Gk pyrophoros fire-beanng, fr pyr- f -phoros -phorous] 
pyrotechnic /.picra'tekmk/ n 1 a firework Ipla brilliant or spectacu- 
lar display (eg of oratory or extreme virtuosity) (his verbal —s are 
entertaining - TLSy [pyrotechnic, adj, fr F pyrotechnique, fr Gk pyr fire 
* techne art] pyrotechnic adj, pyrotechnist n 
pyroxene /’picrok.scen, -'-/ n any of a group of silicate minerals that 
commonly contain calcium, magnesium, or iron and are chief constituents 
of many igneous rocks [F pyroxene, fr Gk pyr- + xenos stranger] - 
pyroxenoid /pie’roksi.noyd/ adj or n 

pyroxenite /pic'roksinict/ n a coarse-grained igneous rock composed 
mainly of pyroxene - pyroxenitic /-'nitik/ adj 
pyroxylin /pie'roksilin/ n an inflammable mixture of cellulose nitrates 
that IS used esp in making plastics and coatings [ISV pyr- + Gk xylon 
wood] 

pyrrhic /'pink/ n a metneal foot consisting of 2 short or unaccented 
syllables [L pyrrhichius, fr Gk (jx)us) pyrrhichios, fr pyrrhiche, a kind 
of dance] - pyrrhic adj 

.Pyrrhic 'victory n a victory won at excessive cost [Pyrrhus t272 bc 
King of Epirus who sustained heavy losses in defeating the Romans] 
pyruvate /pie'roohvayt/ n a salt or ester of pyruvic acid 
py.ruvic 'acid /pie'roohvik/ n a liquid organic acid that smells like acetic 
acid and is an important intermediate compound in metabolism and 
fermentation [ISV pyr- + L uva grape, fr its importance in fermentation 
- more at uvula] 

Pythagoras' theorem /pic'thagaras(i7)/ n. chiefly Br a theorem m 
geometry the square of the length of the hypotenuse of a nght-angled 
mangle equals the sum of the squares of the lengths of the other 2 sides 
[Pythagoras t ab 500 bc Gk philosopher & mathematician] 
Pythagorean /.piethaga'reean, pi-/ adj of or associated with the philos- 
ophy of Pythagoras and his followers asserting the mystical significance 
of numbers and the transmigration of souls 

Pythian /"pithi an/ adj of Delphi or its oracle [L pythius of Delphi, fr 
Gk pythios, fr Pytho Pytho, former name of Delphi, town m Greece] 
python /'pieth(a)n/ n a large boa or other constnetor, esp any of a genus 
that includes the largest living snakes [L, monstrous serpent killed by 
Apollo, fr Gk Python] - pytbonine /-.men, -.necn/ adj 
pythoness /’piethancs, -is, -'cs/ n an oracular pnestess of Apollo [ME 
Phitonesse, fr MF pithonisse, fr LL pythoiiissa, fr Gk Python, spmi of 
divination, fr Pytho, scat of the Delphic oracle] - pythonic /-'Ihonik/ 
adj 

pyuria /.pie'yooan a/ n (a condition charactenzed by) pus in the unne 
[NL] 

pyx /piks/ n 1 a container in which the bread used at Communion is kept, 
esp one used for carrying the Euchanst to the sick 2 a Ntx in a mint for 
deposit of sample coins reserved for testing [ME, fr ML pyxis, fr L, box. 
fr Gk - more at *b<tx] 

pyxidium /pik'sidi am/ n, pi pyxidia /-di a/ a capsular fruit that opens 
at matuniy with the upper part falling off like a cap [NL, fr Gk pyxidion, 
dim. of pyxis] 

pyxis /'piksis/ n, pi pyxides /’piksi.deez/ a pyxidium [NL, fr L. box] 


Q 

q Ayooh/ n, pi q*s, qs often cap (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 1 7th letter of the English alphabet 

Q n a source posited by biblical cntics for the matenal common to the 
gospels of Matthew and Luke that is not denved from that of Mark [fr 
initial letter of G quelle source] 

qadi /'kahdi. 'kadi/ n a Muslim judge who administers the religious law 
[ Ar qadi] 

'Q .fever n a mild disease characterized by high fever, chills, and 
muscular pains that is caused by a nckettsia and is transmitted by raw 
milk, by contact, or by ticks [query; fr its cause being ong unknown] 

qii^ar Am'dahA qistar Aintah, kin'tah/ n, pi qindarka Atn'dahka/ 
jT A/bania at nationai ity [Alb] 

'Q-.8hip n an armed ship disguised as a merchant or fishing vessel and 
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used chiefly in WW 1 to decoy enemy submarines into gun range 
l^ery] 

QSOn a quasar [quasi-stellar object] 

qua Away, kwah/ prep m the capacity or character of. as [L, which way, 
as, fr abl sing fern of quj who - more at who] 

'quack Awak/ vi or n (to make) the charactenstic cry of a duck 
[imit] 

’quack n 1 one who has or pretends to have medical skill 2 chari atan 
2 USE infml [short for quacksalver (charlatan), fr obs D (now kwak- 
zaJver)] - quackery n, quackiah adj 
Hiuack adj (charactenstic) of a quack <'^ medicines') 

'quad Awod/ n a quadrangle 

’quad n a type-metal space that is 1 or more ems in width [short for 
quadrat] 

’quad n a quadruplet 
’quad adj quadraphonic 
quadr- • see quadri- 

Quadraqeaima /.kwodra'jesima/ n the first Sunday in Lent |LL, fr L, 
fern of quadragesimus fortieth, fr quadragmta forty, fr quadra (akin to 
L quattuor four) ^ -ginta - more at ouinquagfsima] 
quadrangle Awodrang gl/ n 1 a quadnlateral 2 a 4-sided enclosure 
surrounded by buildings [ME, fr MF, fr LL quadnatigulum, fr L, neut 
of quadnanguJus quadrangular, fr quadn- * angulus angle] - quadrangu* 
lar Awo'drang gyoob/ adj 

quadrant A wodrant/ n la an instrument for measunng angles, consist- 
ing commonly of a graduated arc of 90‘ b a device or mechanical part 
shaped like or suggestive of the quadrant of a circle 2 (the area of 1 
quarter of a circle that is bounded by) an arc of a circle containing an angle 
of 90* 3 any of the 4 quarters into which sthg is divided by 2 real or 
imaginary lines that intersect each other at right angles [ME, fr L 
quadrant; quadrans fourth part, akin to L quattuor four - more at rouH] 
- quadrantal Awo'drantI/ adj 

quadraphonic /.kwodra'fonik/ adj of or being an audio system that uses 
4 signal channels by which the signal is conveyed from its source to its 
final point of use [irreg fr quadn- 4 phonic] - quadrapbonics n, quadra- 
pbony / kwo'draf( 9 )ni/ n 

quadrat /kwodrat, 'kwodrat/ n ’quad [alter of ^quadrate] 
'quadrate Awodrat, 'kwodrayt/ adj 1 (approximately) square 2 of or 
being a bony or cartilaginous part on each side of the skull to which the 
lower jaw is hinged in most lower vertebrates [ME, fr L quadratus, pp 
of quadrare to make square, fit, akin to L quattuor] 

’quadrate n 1 an approximately square or cubical atea, space, or body 

2 a quadrate bone 

quadratic Awo'dratik/ n or adj (an equation or expression) of or 
involving (terms oQ the second power or order - quadratically adv 
quadrature /'kwodracha/ n 1 the process of finding a square equal in 
area to a given area 2 a configuration in which 2 celestial bodies have a 
separation of 90* 3" symbol 3 a phase diflcrcncc of 1 quarter cycle 
(eg between the currents in a 2-phase power distnbution system) [L 
quadratura square, act of squaring, fr quadrare] 
quadrennial Awo'dreni-al/ adj 1 consisting of or lasting for 4 years 2 
occumng every 4 years - quadrennial n, quadrennially adv 
quadrennium Awo'drem am/ n, pi quadrenniuma, quadrennia /-ni-a/ 
a penod of 4 years [L quadnennium, fr quadn- ^ annus year - more at 
annual] 

quadri-, quadr-, quadru- comb form 1 four <quad- 
nIateraJ)<^quadnvaIent) 2 square <quadr/c> 3 fourth <quadn- 
centenmat} <quadroon> [ME, fr L, akin to L quattuor four] 
quadric /*kwodnk/ adj quadratic <a ^ surface) - used where there are 
more than 2 variables [ISV] - quadric n 
quadricentennial /.kwodrisen'teni al/ adj or n (oQ a quatercenten- 
ary 

quadriceps Awodn,seps/ n the large muscle at the front of the thigh 
that acts to straighten the leg at the knee joint [NL quadncipit; 
quadriceps^ fr quadn- -v -cipit; <eps (as in bicipit; biceps biceps)] 
quadrilateral /.kwodn'lat(a)r»l/ n or adj (a polygon) having 4 sides 
[prob fr (assumed) NL quadnlateralis, fr L quadniaterus, fr quadri- i 
later; latus side] 

quadrille Awa'dnl/ ala 4-handed variant of ombre played with a pack 
of 40 cards and popular esp in the 18th c 2 (the music fbr) a square dance 
for 4 couples m^e up of 5 or 6 figures [F, group of knights engaged in 
a carousel, variant of ombre, fr $p cuadriJJa troop, fr It quadriglia band, 
troop, company, fr cuadra, quadra square] 

quadrillion A wo'drilyan/ n 1 Bra million million milli$^illions ( lO'O 

3 eAie/Jy'AMin a thousand million millions (10^') VSE^^ number [F, 


fr MF. fr quadn- 4 -ilhon (as in million)] - quadrillion adj, quadriliionth 
adj or n 

quadripartite /.kwodn'pahtiet/ adj 1 consisting of or divided into 4 
parts 2 shared or participated in by 4 parties or people <a ^ agreement) 
[ME, fr L quadnpartitus, fr quadn- + partitus, pp of partire to divide, fr 
part; pars part] 

quadriplegic /.kwodri'pleejik/ n affected with paralysis of both arms 
and both legs [quadnplegia, fr NL] - quadriplegia /-j(y) 3 / n 
quadrivium Awo'dnvi am/ n anthmetic, music, geometry, and astron- 
omy. forming the division of the 7 liberal arts studied after the tnvium 
in medieval universities - compare irivium [LL, fr L, crossroads, fr 
quadn- 4 vta way - more at via] 

quadroon /kwo'droohn/ n sby of one-quarter Negro ancestry [modif of 
Sp cuarteron, fr cuario fourth, fr L quaitus, akin to L quattuor four] 
quadru- - see quadri- 

quadrumana Awo'droohmana/ n pi pnmates, excluding human 
beings, considered as a group distinguished by hand-shaped feet [NL, fr 
quadn- i L manus hand - more at manuai ] - quadnimanal, quadruma- 
nous /-manas/ adj, quadnimane /'kwodruoh.mayn/ adj or n 
quadruped /'kwodroo.ped/ n an animal having 4 feet [L quadruped-, 
quadrupes, fr quadruped-, quadrupes, adj, having 4 feet, fr quadn- 4 ped-, 
pes foot - more at kx>i] - quadruped, quadrupedal /kwo'droopidl, 
.kwodroo'peedl/ adj 

'quadruple /'kwodroopl, kwo'droohpl/ vb to make or become 4 times as 
great or as many 

’quadruple n a sum 4 times as great as another 
’quadruple adj 1 having 4 units or members 2 being 4 times as great or 
as many 3 marked by 4 beats per bar < -- time) [MF or L, MF, fr L 
quadruplus, fr quadn- i -plus multiplied by - more at doublc] 
quadruply /-pli/ adv 

quadruplet /'kwodrooplit, kwo'droohplit/ n 1 any of 4 offspnng bom 
at 1 birth 2 a combination of 4 of a kind 3 a group of 4 musical notes 
performed in the time of 3 notes of the same value [fr 'quadruple, by 
analogy to doublc doublet] 

'quadruplicate Awo'droohplikat/ adj 1 consisting of or existing in 4 
corresponding or identical parts or examples invoices ;> 2 being the 
fourth of 4 things exactly alike [L quadrupheatus, pp of quadruplicare 
to quadruple, fr quadrupliC; quadruplex fourfold* fr quadn- > -pile-, 
-plex fold - more at ’simpli] 

’quadruplicate Awo'droohplikayt/ vr 1 to make quadruple or fourfold 
• 2 to prepare in quadruplicate - quadruplication /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 
’quadruplicate /kwo'droohplikat/ n 1 any of 4 identical copies 2 4 
copies all alike ~ ^ in (typed in j 
quadruplicity /.kwodriNi’plisati/ n the state of being quadruple or 
quadruplicate 

quadrupole /'kwodroo,pohl/ n a system composed of 2 electric, mag- 
netic, etc dipoles of equal but oppositely directed moment [ISV quadn- 
4 pole] - quadnipolar /-'pohb/ adj 

quaestor /’kweesU/ n any of numerous ancient Roman oflicials con- 
cerned chiefly with financial administration [ME questor, fr L quaestor, 
fr quaestus, pp of quaerere to seek, ask] 
quaff /kwof, kwahf/ vb to dnnk (a beverage) deeply m long draughts 
<'^cd his ale) [origin unknown] - quaffer n 
quag /kwag, kwog/ n a marsh, bog [origin unknown] - quaggy adj 
quagga Awaga/ n a recently extinct wild zebra of southern Africa [obs 
Afnk (now kwagga), prob of Bantu origin] 
quagmire /'kwag.mieo, 'kwog-/ n 1 soft miry land that shakes or yields 
under the foot 2 a predicament from which it is difficult to extneate 
oneself 

quaich, quaigh /kwayk, kwaykh/ n. chiefly Scot a small shallow dnnking 
cup with 2 handles [ScLrael cuach] 

'quail Awayl/ n, pi quails, esp collectively quail 1 a migratory Old World 
game bird 2 any of vanous small Amencan game birds [ME quaille, fr 
MF, fr ML quaccula, of imit ongin] 

’quail VI to shrink back in fear; cower <//ic strongest ^ before rinancial 
rum - Samuel Butler tl902> [ME quailen to curdle, fr MF quailler, fr 
L coagulate - more at coaoulatf] 

quaint Awaynt/ adj 1 unusual or different in character or appearance; 
odd 2 pleadingly or stnkingly old-fashioned or unfamiliar [ME cointe 
skilled, elegant, fastidious, strange, fr OF, fr L cognitus, pp of cognoscere 
to know - more at cognition] - quaintly adv, quaintnen n 
'quake Awayk/ vj 1 to shake or vibrate, usu from shock or instability 
2 to tremble or shudder, esp inwardly from fear [ME quaken, fr OE 
cwacian-, akin to OE cweccan to shake, vibrate] 

’quake ala quaking 2 an earthquake - infml 
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Quaker Awaykd/ n a member of a pacirist Chnstian oect that stresses 
Inner Light and rejects sacraments and an ordained ministry ['quake 4 
^-er] ~ Quakcrlah adj, Qoakeriam n, Quakerly adj 
qualifiable Awoli.rie -abl/ adj capable of being qualified or modified 
qualification /,kwolifi'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 a restriction in meaning or 
application; a limiting modification 2a a quality or skill that fits a person 
(e g for a particular task or appointment) ^the applicant with the best ^ s> 
b a condition that must be complied with (e g for the attainment of a 
pnvilege) (a — for membership^ [ML qualification-, qualificatio, fr 
qualificatus, pp of qualificare] 

qualified /'kwolifi^/ adj la fitted (e g by training or expenence) for a 
usu specified purpose; competent b complying with the specific require- 
ments or conditions (e g for appointment to an office), eligible 2 limited 
or modified in some way < ^ approvaPj 

qualifier Awoli.fie3/ n one who or that which qualifies eg a sby or 
sthg that satisfies requirements or meets a specified standard b a gram- 
matical modifier c a preliminary heat or contest 
qualify Awolifie/ vt la to reduce from a general to a particular or 
restncted form, modify b to make less harsh or strict, moderate c 
MODiE-Y 2 2 to characterize or desenbe as (cannot — it as either glad or 
sad} 3a to fit by training, skill, or ability for a special purpose b to render 
legally capable or entitled ^ w 1 to be fit (e g for an office) <qualifies for 
the job by virtue of his greater expenence} 2 to reach an accredited level 
of competence (has just qualified as a lawyer} 3 to exhibit a required 
degree of ability or achievement in a preliminary contest [MF qualifier, 
fr ML quail ficare, fr L qualis of what kind] 
qualitative Awolitativ/ adj of or involving quality or kind - qualitat- 
ively adv 

.qualitative a'nalvais n chemical analysis designed to identify the 
components of a substance or mixture 
'quality Awobti/ n la peculiar and essential character, nature b an 
inherent feature, a properly 2a degree of excellence, grade (a decline in 
the ^ of applicants} b supenonty in kind (proclaimed the — of his vnfc 

- Compton Mackenzie) 3 high social position (a man of 4 a 
distinguishing attnbute, a charactenstic (listed all her good qualities} 5 
the identifying character of a vowel sound 6 archaic a capacity, role (in 
the -- of reader and companion - Joseph Conrad) [ME qualite, fr OF 
qualite, fr L qualitat-, qualitas, fr quaJis of what kind, akin to L qut who 

- more at whq] 

Equality adj 1 concerned with or displaying excellence (^^ control} (-^ 
goods} 2 of a newspaper aiming to appeal to an educated readership (the 
-- Sundays} 

qualm /kwahm, kwawm/ n 1 a sudden and bnef attack of illness, 
faintness, or nausea 2 a sudden feeling of anxiety or apprehensmn 3 a 
scruple or feeling of uneasiness, esp about a point of conscience or honour 
[origin unknown] - qualmish adj 

quandary /'kwond(a)n/ n a state of perplexity or doubt [ongin 
unknown] 

quango /'kwang goh/ n. pi quangos Br an autonomous body (e g the 
Race Relations Board) set up by the Bntish government and having 
statutory powers in a specific field [yimsi-autonomous non-^vernmental 
organization] 

quantify Awontifie/ vt 1 to specify the logical quantity of 2 to 
determine, express, or measure the quantity of [ML quantificare, fr L 
quantus how much] - quantifier n, quantifiable adj, quantification 
/•fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

quantitative Awontitativ/ adj 1 (expressible in terms) of quantity 2 
of or involvmg the measurement of quantity or amount 3 of classical vers- 
based on the relative duration of sequences of sounds - compare accen- 
tual - quantitatively adv, quantitativeness n 
.quantitative a'nalyaia n chemical analysis designed to determine the 
amounts or proportions of the components of a substance 
quantity Awontati/ n la an indefinite amount or number b a known, 
measured or estimated amount (precise quantities of 4 ingredients} c the 
total amount or number d a considerable amount or number - often pi 
with sing, meaning (wept like anything to see such quantities of sand - 
Lewis Carroll) 2a the aspect in which a thing is measurable in terms of 
degree of magnitude b the number, value, etc subjected to a mathematical 
operation c sby or sthg to take into account or be reckoned with (an 
unknown ^ as military leader} 3 the relative duration of a speech sound 
or sound sequence, specif a prosodic syllable 4 the character of a logical 
proposition as universal, particular, or singular [ME quantite, fr OF 
quantitS, fr L quantitat-, quantitas, fr quantus how much, how large; akin 
to L quam how, as. quando when, qui who - more at who] 


quantity aurveyor n sby who estimates or measures quantities (e g for 
builders) - quantity surveying n 

quant ize, -iac /kwontiez/ vt 1 to subdivide (e g energy) into quanta 2 
to calculate or express in terms of quantum mechanics [quanfum - 1 - -izrj 
- quantizer n, quantization /-tie'zaysh(a)n. -ti-/ n 
quantum /'kwontam/ n, pi quanta /-ta/ la a quantity, amount b a 
portion, part 2 any of the very small parcels or parts into which many 
forms of energy are subdivided and which cannot be further subdivided 
USE (/) fml [L, neut of quantus how much] 
quantum mechanics n pi but sing or pi in constr the mathematical 
descnption of the interactions of matter and radiation in terms of the 
quantum theory - quantum mechanical adj, quantum mechanically 
adv 

'quantum .number n any of a set of integers or odd half integers that 
indicate the magnitude of various discrete quantities (e g electnc charge) 
of a particle or system and that serve to define its state 
'quantum .theory n a theory in physics based on the acceptance of the 
idea that all energy can be divided into quanta 
'quarantine /"kworan.teen/ n 1 (the penod oO a restraint on the 
activities or communication of people or the transport of goods or 
animals, designed to prevent the spread of disease or pests 2 a place in 
which people, animals, vehicles, etc under quarantine are kept 3 a state 
of enforced isolation [It quarantina penod of forty days, fr MF quaran- 
tame, fr OF, fr quarante forty, fr L quadraginta, fr quadra- (akin to 
quattuor four) -4 -ginta (akin to viginti twenty) - more at four, vigesi- 
mal] 

*qua ran tine vt 1 to detain in or exclude by quarantine 2 to isolate from 
normal relations or communication 

quark Awahk/ n a hypothetical particle that cames a fractional electnc 
charge and is held to be a constituent of known elementary particles 
[coined by Murray Gell-Mann b 1929 US physicist] 

'quarrel /'kwor?!/ n a short heavy square-headed arrow or bolt, esp for 
a crossbow [ME. fr MF A. OF; MF, square of glass, fr OF, square-headed 
arrow, building stone, fr (assumed) VL quadrellum, dim of L quadrum 
square, akin to L quattuor four - more at four] 

^quarrel n 1 a reason for dispute or complaint (have no ^ with his 
reasoning} 2 a usu verbal conflict between antagonists, a dispute [ME 
querele, fr MF, complaint, fr L querela, fr quen to complain - more at 

WHFEZt] 

’quarrel vi -II- (NAm -I-, -1I-) I to find fault with (the teacher invanably 
found something to ^ with in her essays} 2 to contend or dispute 
actively; argue quarreller n 

'quarrelaome sam/ adj inclined or quick to quarrel, esp in a petty 
manner - qnai relaomely adv. qnarrelaomciiess n 
'quarry /'kwon/ n the prey or game of a predator, esp a hawk, or of a 
hunter [ME querre entrails of game given to the hounds, fr MF cutree, 
fr OF, prob alter (influenced by cuir leather & curer to disembowel) of 
coree entrails, fr LL corata (pi), fr L cor heart] 

’quarry n 1 an open excavation from which building materials (e g stone, 
slate, and sand) are obtained 2 a source from which useful material, e^ 
information, may be extracted [ME quarey, alter of quarrere, fr MF 
quamere, ft (assumed) OF quarre squared stone, fr L quadrum 
square] 

’quarry vt 1 to obtain (as lO from a quarry 2 to make a quarry in vi 
to dig (as lO »n a quarry - qnarrier n 
'quarry .tile n an unglazcd floor tile 

quart Awawt/ n either of 2 units of liquid capacity equal to 2pt. a a 
British unit equal to ahtnit 1 1 361 b a US unit equal to about 0.9461 USE 
UNIT [ME, one quarter of a gallon, fr MF quarte, fr OF, fr fern of 
quart, adj, fourth, fr L quartus; akin to L quattuor four - more at 
four] 

quartan Awawtn/ n an intermittent fever, esp malaria, that recurs at 
approximately 72-hour intervals [ME quarteyne, fr OF (fievre) quartaine, 
fr L (febris) quartana, fr quartanus of the fourth, fr quarlus] - qnartaa 
adj 

'quarter Awawta/ n 1 any of 4 equal parts into which sthg is divisible 
2 any of vanous units equal to or derived from a fourth of some larger 
unit; specif a quarter of either an Amencan or British hundredweight 
UNIT 3 a fourth ofa measure of time: eg a any of4 3-month divisions 
of a year b a quarter of an hour - used in designation of time past 
four} 4 (a coin worth) a quarter of a (US) dollar 5 a limb of a 4-limbed 
animal or carcass together with the adjacent parts; esp a hindquarter 6a 
(the direction of or region round) a (c^inal) compass point b a person, 
group, direction, or place not specifically identifi^ (had financial help 
from many ^ s> (did little trade in that ^ > 7 a division or district of a 
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town or aty (^the Chinese ~ > 8a an assigned station or post - usu pi 
{battle ^ s> bp/ living accommodation; lodgings; esp accommodation for 
military personnel or their families 9 merciful consideration of an 
opponent; specif the clemency of not killing a defeated enemy (jfave him 
no 10 a fourth part of the moon's periodic cycle 11 any of the 4 or 
more parts of a heraldic shield that are marked off by honzontal and 
vertical lines 12 the part of a ship’s side towards the stem, also any 
direction to the rear of abeam and from a specified side {light on the port 
^ > 13 any of the 4 equal periods into which the playing time of some 
games is divided [ME, fr OF qua filer, fr L quartanus, fr quartus 
fourth] 

Quarter vr 1 to divide into 4 (almost) equal parts, broadly to divide into 
parts 2 to provide with lodgings or shelter; esp to assign (a member of 
the armed forces) to accommodation {^ed his men on the villagers} 3 
esp of a gun dog to cnsscross (an area) m many directions in search of 
game, or in order to pick up an animal’s scent 4a to arrange or bear (e g 
different coats of arms) in heraldic quarters on 1 shield b to add (a coat 
of arms) to others on 1 heraldic shield c to divide (a heraldic shield) into 
4 or more sections 5 archaic to divide (esp a traitor's body) into 4 parts, 
usu after hangmg -^vt 1 to lodge, dwell 2 to stnke on a ship's quarter 
{the wind was ^ ing> 

"quarter adj consisting of or equal to a quarter 
quarterage /'kwawt(3)nj/ n a quarterly payment, tax, wage, or allow- 
ance 

.quarter-bound adj, of a book bound in 2 matenals with the better 
matenal on the spine only - quarter binding n 
'quarter ,day n a day which begins a quarter of the year and on which 
a quarterly payment often falls due 

'quarterdeck /-,dek/ n 1 the stem area of a ship’s upper deck 
SHIP 2 sing or pi in constr, chiefly Br the officers of a ship or navy - 
compare lower deck 

'quarterfinal /-.fienl/ n a match whose winner goes through to the 
semifinals of a knockout tournament, also, pi a round made up of such 
matches > quarterfinal adj, quarterflnalist n 

'quarter .horse n, NAm a muscular horse capable of high speed for 
short distances [fr its high speed over distances up to a quarter of a 
mile] 

quartering /'kwawt(a)nng/ n the division of a heraldic shield into 4 or 
more heraldic quarters; also any of the heraldic quarters so formed or the 
coat of arms it bears 

'quarter .light n, Br a small usu tnangular panel in a motor vehicle side 
window that can usu be opened for ventilation 
'quarterly /kwawtali/ n a periodical published at 3-monthly intervals 
"quarterly adj 1 computed for or payable at 3-monthly intervals <a ^ 
premium} 2 recurring, issued, or spaced at 3-monlhly intervals - 
quarterly adv 

'quartermaster /-.mahsta/ n 1 a petty officer or seaman who attends 
to a ship’s compass, tiller or wheel, and signals 2 an army officer who 
provides clothing, subsistence, and quarters for a body of trixips 
quartern Awawtan/ n a quarter, esp of a pint [ME quarteron, fr OF. 
quarter of a pound, quarter of a hundred, fr quartier quarter) 
'quarter .note n, NAm a crotchet 

'quarter .sessions n pi, often cap QAS a former English local court 
with limited cnminal and civil junsdiction, held quarterly 
'quarter,staff /-^tahf/ n, pi quartenUves /-^tayvz, -.stahvz/ a long 
stout staff formerly used as a weapon 
'quarter .tone n a musical interval of h a semitone 
quartet also quartette Awaw'tet/ n 1 (a musical composition forha 
group of 4 uistruments, voices, or performers 2 sing or pi in constr a 
group or set of 4 [it quartetto, fr quarto fourth, fr L quartus - more at 
quart] 

quartio Awawtik/ n or adj (an equation or expression) of or involving 
(terms oO the fourth power or order [L quartus fourth] 
quartile Awawtiel/ n any of 3 numbers that divide a frequency distnbu- 
tion into 4 equal intervals 3^ statistics [ISV, fr L quartus] 
quarto Awawtoh/ n, pi quartos 1 (a book or page oO the size of a piece 
of paper cut 4 from a sheet 2 Bra size of paper usu 10 X 8in (about 25 
X 20cm) - not used technically [L, abl of quartus founh] 

'quartz /kwawts/ n a mineral consisting of a silicon dioxide occurring in 
colourlcn and transparent or coloured hexagonal crystals or in crystalline 
masses [G quan, fr MHG] - qnartzoae /-ohs, -ohz/ adj 
"quartz adj controlled by the oscillations of a quartz crystal {a ^ 
watch} 

'quartz .glaaa n a glass made of high punty silica prepared from quartz 
Md noted for its transparency to ultraviolet radiation 


quartzite /'kwawtsiet/ n a compact granular quartz rock denved from 
sandstone [ISV] - quartzitic /-'sitik/ adj 
quasar /'kwaysah/ n any of various unusually bnght very distant 
star-like celestial objects that have spectra with large red shifts 
ASTRONOMY [qussi -Stellar radio source] 
quash /kwosh/ vt la to nullify (by judicial action) b to reject (a legal 
document) as invalid 2 to suppress or extinguish summanly and com- 
pletely; subdue [ME quassen, fr MF casser, quasser to annul, fr LL 
cassare, fr L cassus void, without effect, akin to L carere to be without 
- more at caste, (2) partly fr ME quashen to smash, fr MF quasser, 
casser, fr L quassare, to shake violently, shatter, fr quassus, pp of quatere 
to shake; akin to OE hudenian to shake] 

quasi /'kwahzi. 'kwayzie, -sie/ adj having some resemblance to {a - 
corporation} 

quasi- comb form to some degree, partly, seemingly {qxxasi-ofTicially} 
{quasi-stellar object} [L quasi as if. as it were, approximately, fr quam 
as f SI if ' more at quantify, so] 

quasi-steliar object n a quasar 

quassia Awosha/ n a drug obtained from the heartwood of vanous 
tropical trees, used esp as a bitter tonic and remedy for roundworms in 
children, and as an insecticide [NL, genus name, fr Quassi, 18th-c 
Sunnam Negro slave who discovered its medicinal value] 
quatercentenary /.kwatssen'teen^n, -'tenan/ n (the celebration oO a 
400th anniversary [L quater four times ^ E centenary] 

'quaternary Awa'tuhnan/ adj 1 of or consisting of four (parts) 2 cap 
of or being the geological period from the end of the Tertiary to the 
present time evolution J characterized by or resulting from the 
substitution of 4 atoms or groups in a molecule, esp being or containing 
an atom united by 4 bonds to carbon atoms (L quaternanus, fr quatemi 
four each] 

"quaternary n I a member of a group of 4 things 2 cap the Quaternary 
penod or system of rocks 

quaternion Awa'tuhnyan, -nion/ n 1 a set of 4 parts, things, or people 
2 a generalized complex number that depends on 1 real and 3 imaginary 
units [ME quatemyoun, fr LL quaternion-, quatemio, fr L quatemi four 
each, fr quater four times, akin to L quattuor four - more at four] 
quaternity Awa'tuhnjti/ n a group or set of 4 [LL quatemitas, fr L 
quatemi four each] 

quatrain Awotrayn/ n a stanza of 4 lines [F, fr MF, fr quatre four, fr 
L quattuor] 

<|uatrefoil /’katra.foyl/ n 1 a stylized figure or ornament in the form of 
a 4-lobed leal or flower -7^ ARCHiiECtURE 2 a design enclosed by 4 
joined foils [ME quaterfbil set of four leaves, fr MF quatre * ME -foil 
(as in trefoil)] 

quattrocento /.kwatroh'chentoh/ n, ofien cap the 1 5th c in Italy, esp 
with reference to its literature and art (It, lit , four hundred, fr quattro 
four (fr L quattuor) + cento hundred, fr L centum - more at hun 
drfd] 

'quaver /'kwayva/ vi 1 esp of the voice to tremble, shake 2 to speak or 
sing in a trembling voice vt to utter in a quavenng voice [ME quaveren, 
freq of quaven to tremble] - quaveringly adv, quavery adj 
"quaver /? 1 a musical note with the time value of that of a crotchet 
-U" MUSIC 2 a tremulous sound 

quay Aee/ n an artificial landing place beside navigable water for loading 
and unloading ships [alter of earlier key, fr ME, fr MF cat, fr OF kay, 
of Celt ongin; akin to Com ke hedge, fence, akin to OE hecg hedge] -- 
quayage /'kee-ij/ n 

'quay.aide /-nsied/ n land forming or bordenng a quay 
quean A ween/ n, chiefly Scot a woman; esp one who is young or 
unmamed [ME queue, fr OE cwenc, akin to OE ewen woman, 
queen] 

queasy also qneazy /'kweezi/ adj 1 causing or kuffenng from nausea 2 
causing or feeling anxiety or uneasiness [ME ebysy, qwesye] ~ queasily 
adv, queasiness n 

Quebec Awi'bek/ - a communications code word for the letter q 
[Quebec, city in Canada] 

Quebecoia, Quebecois /.kwibe'kwah, ,ki-/ n, pi Quebecois, Quebecola 
a (French-speaking) native or inhabitant of (^ebec [F Quebecois, fr 
Quebec (^ebec] 

quebracho Aa/brahehoh/ n (the wood oO a S American tree of the 
penwinklc family whose dned bark was formerly used in the treatment 
of asthma [AmerSp, alter, of quiebracha, fr Sp quiebra it breaks + hacha 
axe] 

Quechua /kechwa/ n, pi Quechuaa, esp collectively Qucchua 1 a 
member of an American Indian people of central Peru 2 the language of 
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the Quechua people; aJito the language family to which this belongs 
LANGUAGE [Sp, fr Qucchua kkechuwa plunderer, robber] - Quechuan 
adj or n 

Aween/ n 1 the wife or widow of a king 2 a female monarch 3 
(sthg personified as) a woman who is preeminent in a specified respect <a 
beauty ^ ^ of cities} 4 the most powerful piece of each colour 

in a set of chessmen, which has the power to move any number of squares 
in any direction 5 a playing card marked with a stylized figure of a queen 
and ranking usu below the king 6 the fertile fully developed female in a 
colony of bees. ants, or termites 7 a mature female cat 8 an aging male 
homosexual - used esp by male homosexuals (ME quene, fr OE ewen 
woman, wife, queen, akin to Goth qens wife, Gk gyne woman, wife. Skt 
jani\ 

*queen vi,ofa pawn to become a queen in chess ^ vt to promote (a pawn) 
to a queen in chess - queen it to put on airs 
,Queen ‘Anne /an/ adj (having the charactenslics) of a a style of 
furniture prevalent in Britain esp dunng Queen Anne’s reign (the first half 
of the 18th c). marked by extensive use of upholstery, marquetry, and 
Oriental fabnes b a style of English building of the early 1 8th c 
charactenzed by restrained classic detail and the use of red bnckwork 
[Queen Anne of Bntain tl714] 

.queen 'consort n, pi queens consort the wife of a reigning king 
.queen 'mother n a woman who is the widow of a king and the mother 
of the reigning sovereign 

'queen .post n either of 2 vertical posts connecting the pnncipal rafters 
of a timber roof truss with the tie beam - compare king posi 
ARGHUTC rURE 

.Queen's 'Bench, Queen^a Bench Division n a division of the High 
Court heanng both cim> and criminal cases - used when the Bntish 
monarch is a queen i aw 

.Queen's 'Counsel n a barnster who has been appointed by the Crown 
to a senior rank with special privileges - used when the Bntish monarch 
IS a queen 

.Queen's 'English « - used instead of King’s English when the Bntish 
monarch is a queen 

'queen .substance n a pheromone secreted by queen bees that is 
consumed by worker bees and inhibits the development of their 
ovancs 

queen truss n a truss in a limber roof that is framed with queen 
posts 

'queer Awo/ adj la eccentric, unconventional b mildly insane 2 
questionable, suspicious goings-on} 3 not quite well, queasy - infml 
4 homosexual - dcrog (perh fr G quer athwart, oblique, perverse] - 
queerish adj, queerly adv, queerness n 
’queer vt to spoil the effect or success of one’s plans} - queer 
sonieone*s pitch to prejudice or rum shy's chances in advance 
’queer n a usu male homosexual - derog 

'queer .street n, often cap QAS a condition of financial embarrass- 
ment 

quell /kwel/ vt 1 to overwhelm thoroughly and reduce to submission or 
passivity 2 to quiet, pacify fears} [ME quellen to kill, quell, fr OE 
cwellan to kill, akin to OHG quellen to torture, kill, quala torment, Gk 
belone needle] - queller n 

quench Awench/ vt la to put out (the light or fire oO <^ed the fire 
by throwing on sand} the glowing coals} b to cool (e g hot metal) 
suddenly by immersion in oil, water, etc, broadly to cause to lose heat or 
warmth 2a to bnng (sthg immatenal) to an end, esp by satisfying, 
damping, or decreasing Qhe praise that ^es all desire to read the book 
- T S Eliot) b to terminate (as iQ by destroying; eliminate ^ a rebellion} 
c to relieve or satisfy with liquid ed his thirst at a wayside spnng} [ME 

quenchen, fr OE -cwencan, akin to OE -cwincan to vanish, OFris quinka] 
~ queschable adj, quencher n, quenchless adj 
quenelle Aa'nel/ n a small ball of a seasoned meat or fish mixture (e g 
of pike) [F, fr G knddel dumpling, fr MHG, dim of knode knot, fr OHG 
knodo, knoto - more at 'knot] 

quern /kwuhn/ n a pnmitive liand mill for gnnding gram [ME, fr OE 
cweonr, akin to OHG quim mill, OSlav ihl/iv] 
querulous Awer(y)oolas/ adj habitually complaining; fretful, peevish 
[L querulus, fr quen to complain] - querulously adv, querulousness n 
'query Awiori/ 1 a question, esp expressing doubt or uncertainty 2 
QuesnoN MARK, esp one used to question the accuracy of a text [alter 
of earlier quere, fr L quaere, imper of quaerere to ask] 

'query vt 1 to put as a question (^‘what's wrong?' she quened) 2 to 
question the accuracy of (e g a statement) 3 to mark with a query 4 
chiefly NAm to ask questions of - querier n 


'quest /kwest/ n 1 (the object oO a pursuit or search (went in — of gold} 

2 an adventurous journey undertaken by a knight in medieval romance 
[ME, search, pursuit, investigation, inquest, fr MF queste search, pursuit, 
fr (assumed) VL quaesta, fr L, fern of quaestus] 

'quest VI 1 of a Jog to search for a trail or game 2 to go on a quest < ing 
after gold^ ^ vt to search for - chiefly poetic 
'question /'kwcsch(a)n/ n la a command or an interrogative expression 
used to elicit information or lest knowledge (unable to answer the exam 
^ > b an interrogative sentence or clause 2 an act or instance of asking, 
an inquiry 3a a subject or concern that is uncertain or in dispute^ an issue 
<the abortion broadly a problem, matter (it’s only a ^ of time} b 
a subjeci or point of debate or a proposition to be voted on in a meeting 
(the before the House} c the specific point at issue 4a (room for) 
doubt or objection (her integrity is beyond > (called into — the veracity 
of his statement} b chance, possibility (no ^ of escape} [ME, fr MF, 
fr L quaestion-. quaestio, fr qiiaesitus, quaestus, pp of quaerere to seek, 
ask] - in question under discussion - out of the question preposterous, 
impossible 

'question vt U to ask a question of b to interrogate cd her as to her 
whereabouts} 2 to doubt, dispute <~ed the wisdom of his decision} 3 
to subject (facts or phenomena) to analysis, examine ^ vi to ask questions, 
inquire - questioner n 

questionable /‘kweschanabi/ adj 1 open to doubt or challenge, not 
certain or exact 2 of doubtful morality or propriety, shady - question* 
abicness n, questionably ads 

'question .mark n a punctuation mark used in wnling and pnnting 
at the end of a sentence to indicate a direct question 
'question-.master n one who puts questions dunng a quiz 
questionnaire /.kwcscha'nca. also ,kcs-/ n (a form having) a set of 
questions to be asked of a number of people to obtain statistically useful 
information [F, fr qnestionner to question, fr MF, fr question, n] 
'question .time n a penod during which members of a parliamentary 
body may put questions to a minister 

quetzal /’ketsl/ n, pi quetzals, quetzales Ael'sahlays/ 1 a Central 
Amencan bird that has brilliant plumage and the male of which has very 
long upper tail feathers 2 -V Guatemala at NATioNALii'it [AmerSp, 
fr Nahuatl quetzaltntotl, fr quetzalli bnlliant tail feather + tototl bird] 
Quetzalcoatl /.keisikoh'ati, .ketsl'kwahtl/ n a chief Toltec and Aztec 
god identified with the wind and air and represented by means of a plumed 
serpent [Nahuatl] 

'queue Ayooh/ n 1 a pigtail 2b a waiting line, esp of people or vehicles 
b waiting list (a housing [F, lit , tail, fr L cauda, coda] 

'queue VI queuing, queueing to line up or wait in a queue - queuer n 
'queue'.jump VI to join a queue at a point in front of (some oO those 
already waiting, pi sh in queue-jumper n 
'quibble /'kwibl/ n a minor objection or cnticism, esp used as an 
equivtx'ation [prob dim of obs quib (quibble), prob fr L quibus, dat & 
abl pi of qui who, which] 

'quibble v/ quibbling /'kwibl mg, ‘kwiblmg/ I to equivocate 2 to bicker 
- quibbler n 

quiche /keesh/ n a pastry shell filled with a nch savoury egg and cream 
custard and various other ingredients (c g ham, cheese, or vegetables) - 
compare n an (F. fr G dial (Lorraine) kuche, dim of kuchen cake, fr 
OHG kuocho - more at cake] 

'quick Awik/ adj la fast m understanding, thinking, or learning; men- 
tally agile <a -- mind> ( - thinking^ b reacting with speed and keen 
sensitivity 2a fast in development or occurrence (a ^ succession of 
events} b done or taking place with rapidity (gave them a ^ look} c 
marked by speed, readiness, or promptness of physical movement 
(walked with ~ steps} d inclined to hastiness (e g in action or response) 
(^ to find fault} e capable of being easily and speedily prepared (a ^ 
and tasty dinner} 3 archaic alive [MEquik, frOEcwicalive;akintoON 
kvikr living, L vn us living, vnere to live. Gk bios, zoe life] - quickly adv, 
quickness n 

'quick adv m a quick manner 

'quick n t painfully sensitive flesh, esp under a fingernail, toenail, etc 2 
the inmost sensibilities (cut to the ^ by the remark} [prob of Scand 
ongin, akin to ON kvika sensitive flesh, fr kvikr living] 
quicken /kwikan/ i t 1 to enliven, stimulate 2 to make more rapid; 
accelerate ('^ed her steps} 17 1 to come to life 2 to reach the stage 
of gestation at which foetal motion is fell 3 to become more rapid (her 
pulse ^ed at the sight} - quickener n 

'quick,f ire /-.(ic-a/ adj coming or operating quickly, esp coming in quick 
succession (the - patter of the auctioneer} 

.quick-freeze vt quick-froae; quick-frozen to freeze (food) for prescr- 
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vation so rapidly that the natural juices and flavour are preserved 
intact 

quickie Awiki/ n sthg done or made in a hurry - infml 
'quicklime /-.hem/ n i ime 2a 

'quicksand /-.sand/ n (a deep mass oQ loose sand, esp mixed with water, 
into which heavy objects readily sink 
'quickset /-.set/ n, chiefly Br plant cuttings, esp hawthorn, set in the 
ground to grow into a hedgerow, also a hedge formed in this way 
'quick,silver /-.silva/ n mercury 1 - quicksilver adj 
'quickstep /-.step/ n (a piece of music composed for) a fast fox-trot 
characten/ed by a combination of short rapid steps 
.quick-tempered adj easily angered, irascible 
'quickthorn /-.thawn/ n the hawthorn 

'quick .time n a rate of marching of about 120 steps m a minute 
.quick-'witted adj quick in understanding, mentally alert 
quick-wittedly adv, quick-wittedness n 
'quid Awid/ n. pi quid alto quids Br the sum of £1 - infml [perh fr L 
quid what, anything, something] - quids in in the state of having made 
a usu large profit - infml Of sell them at £5 each, we'll he quids 
in> 

*quid n a wad of sthg, esp tobacco, for chewing [E dial . cud. fr ME quide, 
fr OE cwidu. cwudu - more at cun] 
quiddity /Icwidati/ n that which makes sthg what it is, essence - fml 
[ML quidditas essence, lit . whatness. fr L quid what, ncut of quis who 
- more at who] 

quid pro quo /,kwid proh 'kwoh/ n sthg given or received in exchange 
for sthg else [L, something for something] 
quiescent Awi'es(3)nt/ adj 1 causing no trouble 2 at rest, inactive - 
fml [L quiescent-, quiescens, prp of quiescere to become quiet, rest, fr 
quies] - quiescence n, quiescently adv 
'quiet /kwie-at/ n being quiet, tranquillity [ME, fr L quiet-, quies rest, 
quiet - more at while] - on the quiet without telling anyone, discreetly, 
secretly 

*quiet adj la marked by little or no motion or activity; calm <a day 
at the oil ce> {business had been very ^ recently} b free from noise or 
uproar; still {a little village in the Cotswolds} c secluded <a — nook ) 
d enjoyed in peace and relaxation, undisturbed <a ^ cup of tea} e 
informal and usu involving small numbers of people <a ^ wedding} 2a 
gentle, reserved <a ^ temperament} b unobtrusive, conservative 
clothes} 3 pnvate, discreet {can I have a - word with you'O [ME, fr 
MF, fr L quietus, fr pp of quiescere] - quietly adv, quietness n 
’quiet adv m a quiet manner 

^uiet vt to calm, soothe {did nothing to ^ her fears} ^ vi , chiefly NAm 
to become quiet - usu ^ down ~ quieter n 
quieten /"kwie-atn/ vb, chiefly Br to make or become quiet - often ^ 
down 

quietism /'kwie 9,tiz(3)m/ n (a system of religious mysticism teaching) 
a passive withdrawn attitude or policy towards the world or worldly 
aflairs - quictist adj or n 

quietude Awie-atyoohd/ n being quiet, repose - fml [MF, fr LL 
quietudo, fr L quietus] 

quietus Awie'eetas, -'aytas/ n removal from activity, esp death [ME 
quietus est, fr ML, he is quit, formula of discharge from obligation] 
quiff Awif/ n, Br a lock of hair brushed so as to stand up over the 
forehead [ongin unknown] 

'quill Awil/ n la a bobbin, spool, or spindle on which yam is wound b 
a hollow shafl often surrounding another shaft and used in vanoq^ 
mechanical devices c a rojl of dried bark {cinnamon ^ s) 2a the hollow 
homy barrel of a feather anatomy b any of the large stiff feathers 
of a bird's wing or tail c any of the hollow sharp spines of a porcupine, 
hedgehog, etc 3 sthg made from or resembling the quill of a feather; esp 
a pen for writing 4 a float for a fishing line [ME quil hollow reed, bobbin; 
akin to MHG kil large feather] 

’quill vt to wind (thread or yam) on a quill 

'quilt Awilt/ n 1 a thick warm top cover for a bed consisting of padding 
held in place between 2 layers of cloth by lines of stitching - compare 
EIDERDOWN, DUVET 2 a usu thinnish cover for a bed; a bedspread [ME 
quilte mattress, quilt, fr OF cuilte, fr L culcita mattress] 

’quilt vt la to fill, pad, or line like a quilt <a ~ed jacket} b to fasten 
between 2 pieces of matenal 2 to stitch or sew together in layers with 
padding in between vi to make quilts or quilted work - quilter n, 
qHOtlag n 

quim /kwim/ n the female genitals - vulg [origin unknown] 
quin Awin/ n, Br a quintuplet 


quin- A win-/ , quino- comb form cinchona (bark) <quiniiie> (Sp quina 
- more at ouinine] 

quince /kwins/ n (a central Asian tree of the rose family that bears) a 
fmit resembling a hard-fleshed yellow apple, used for marmalade, jelly, 
and preserves [ME quynce quinces, pi of coyn, quyn quince, fr MF com, 
fr L cotoneum, cydoneum (malum) Cydonian (apple), fr Gk kydonion, fr 
kydonia Cydonia, ancient city in Crete] 

quincentenary /.kwmsen'teenpri, -'tenan/ /) (the celebration oO a 
5(X)th anniversary [L quinque five + E centenary] 
quincunx /'kwin.kungks/ n an arrangement of 5 things (e g marks on a 
playing card) with 1 at each comer and 1 in the middle of a square or 
rectangle [L quincunc-. quincunx, lit , five-twelflhs. fr quinque five + 
uncia twelfth part - more at nvr, ouNt t] - quincunciai /-'kungksh(3)l/ 
adj 

quinine /'kwineen, -'-/ n an alkaloid with a bitter taste that is obtained 
from cinchona bark, is used as a tonic, and was formerly the major drug 
in the treatment of malana [Sp quma cinchona, short for quinaquina, fr 
Quechua] 

quinone Awi'nohn, '--/ « I a chemical compound that is a denvativc 
of benzene and is used as an oxidizing agent in photography 2 any of 
vanous related compounds including several that arc biologically import- 
ant as coenzymes, hydrogen acceptors, or vitamins [ISV quinine i 
-one] 

Quinquagesima /.kwmgkwp'jesims/ n the Sunday before Lent [ML, 
fr L, fern of quinquagesimus fiftieth, fr quinquaginta fifty, fr quinque < 
-gtnta (akin to vigmti twenty - more at vu-.i.simai >] 
quinque-, quinqu- comb form five <quinque/)/uum> [L, fr quinque - 
more at five] 

quinquennial Awmg'kwem pI, kwm-/ adj 1 consisting of or lasting for 
5 years 2 occurnng or being done every 5 years - quinquennial n, 
quinquennially adv 

quinquennium /kixmg'kweni pm. kwm-/ ii, pi quinquenniums, quin- 
quennia /-ni p/ a penod of 5 years [L, fr quinque » armui year - more 
at annijai] 

quinsy Awin/i/ n a severe inflammation of the throat or adjacent parts 
with swelling and fever [ME quincsie, Ir MF quinancie, fr LL cynanche, 
fr.Gk kynanche, fr kyn-. kyon dog ♦ anchein to si rangle more at hoi > n o 
anc.fr] 

quint /kwint/ n, NAm a quintuplet 

quintain /'kwintm/ n (the exercise of tilting at) a post having a revolving 
'crosspieccr with a target at one end and a sandbag at the other end 
providing jousting practice, esp in medieval limes [ME quintaine. fr ME. 
fr L quintana street in a Roman camp separating the fifth maniple from 
the sixth where military exercises were performed, fr fern of quintanut 
fifth in rank, fr quintut fifth] 

quintal /'kwinti/ n 1 a hundredweight 2 a metric unit of weight equal 
to l(X)kg (about 220 51b) [ME, fr MF. fr ML quintale, fr Ar quintar, fr 
LGk kenfenanon, fr LL centenanum, fr L, ncut of centenanut consisting 
of a hundred - more at c fniknary] 
quintessence /kwin'tes(3)ns/ n 1 the pure and concentrated essence of 
sthg, the most significant or typical element in a whole 2 the most typical 
example or representative (e g of a quality or class) {the ~ ofpnde} [ME, 
fr MF quinte essence, fr ML quinta essentia, lit , fifth essence] - quintes- 
sential /,kwinti'scnsh(p)l/ adj, quintessentially adv 
quintet also quintette /kwin'tet/ n 1 (a musical composition for) a group 
of 5 instruments, voices, or performers 2 ting or pi in constr a group or 
set of 5 [quintet fr It quintetto, fr quin to fifth, fr L quint us. quintette fr 
F, fr It quintetto] 

'quintuple AwintyoopI, kwin'tyoohpl/ adj 1 having 5 units or members 
2 being 5 limes as great or as many [MF. fr LL qpintuplex, fr L quintus 
fifth -f -plex -fold; akin to L quinque five - more at fivi:, 'simple] - 

quintuple n 

’quintuple vb to make or become 5 times as grelt or as many 
quintuplet /'kwmtyooplit, kwin'tyoohplit/ /lit combination of 5 of a 
kind 2 any of 5 ofTspnng bom at 1 birth 3 a group of S equal musical 
notes performed in the time given to 3, 4, etc of the same value [fr 
'quintuple, by analogy to double ■ doublet] 

'quintuplicate Awin'tyoohplikat/ adj 1 consisting of or existing in 5 
corresponding or identical parts or examples invoices} 2 being the 
fifth of S things exactly alike [L quintuplicatus, pp of quintuplicare to 
quintuple, fr quintuplic-, quintuples quintuple] 

’quintuplicate n 1 any of S identical copies 2 5 copies all alike - f in 
{typed in - > 

H|Uintuplicate /- kayt/ vt 1 to make quintuple or fivefold 2 to prepare 
in quintuplicate 
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quip Awip/ VI or n (to make) a clever, witty, or sarcaatic observation or 
response [n earlier quippy, perh fr L quippe indeed, to be sure (often 
ironical), fr quid what, neut of quis who; vb fr n] - quipster /-sta/ n 
'quire Awie a/ n 1 twenty-four sheets of paper of the same size and 
quality 2 a set of folded sheets (e g of a book) fitting one within another 
[ME quair 4 sheets of paper folded once, collection of sheets, fr MF quaer, 
fr (assumed) VL quademum, alter, of L quatemi 4 each, set of 4 - more 
at quaternion) 

H|uire n. archaic a choir .CjT church 

quirk Awuhk/ 1 an odd or peculiar trait, an idiosyncrasy 2 an accident, 
vagary <by some ^ of fate') 3 a groove separating a bead or other 
moulding from adjoining members [ongin unknown] - quirky adj 
quirt Awuht/ vt orn (to stnke or drive with) a nding whip with a short 
handle and a leather lash [n MexSp cuarta, vb fr n] 
quisling /'kwizimg/ n a traitor who collaborates with invaders [Vidkun 
Quisling tl945 Norw politician who collaborated with the Germans in 
WWII) 

'quit Awit/ adj released from obligation, charge, or penalty - + of [ME 
quite, quit, fr OF quite] 

*quit vb -tt*; quitted (NAm chiefly quit) vt 1 to leave, depart from (a 
person or place) <~ ted her without a backward glance) iready to the 
building at a moment's notice) 2 to relinquish (e g a way of thinking or 
acting); stop moaning!) 3 to give up (e g an activity or employment) 
{he his job) 4 archaic to conduct (onesclQ m a usu specified way < - 

themselves with great courage) ^vi 1 to cease doing sthg, specif to give 
up one’s job 2 of a tenant to vacate occupied premises {the landlord gave 
them notice to ^) 3 to admit defeat, uive up ^ infml [ME quiten, 
quitten, fr MF quiter quitter, fr OF, fr quite free of. released, lit., at rest. 
fr L quietus quiCi, at re.slj 

quitch Awich/, quitch grass A,-/ n couch grass [(assumed) ME 
quicche, fr OE cwice-, akin to OHG quecca couch grass. OE cwic living 
- more at 'quick] 

quitclaim Awit.klaym/ n a legal instrument by which one person 
renounces hisAer right in favour of another [ME quite-claim, fr MF 
quiteclame, fr quiteclamcr, lit., to declare free, fr OF, fr quite 'quit + 
darner to declare, claim - more at claim] 

quite Awiet/ adv or adj la wholly, completely {not ^ all) sure) b 
positively, certainly the best I've seen) 2 more than usually, rather 
{took ~ a while) {that was ^ some party^ 3 chiefly Br to only a 
moderate degree good but not perfect) [ME. fr quite, adj, quit] - 
quite so just so 2 

quitrent /'kwit,rent/ n a fixed rent payable to a feudal superior in place 
of the performing of services [ME quiterent, fr quite, quit 'quit ♦ 
rent] 

quits Awits/ adj on even terms as a result of repaying a debt or retaliating 
for an injury [ME, quit, prob fr ML quittus, alter of L quietus at 
rest] 

quittancq /'kwit(3)ns/ n (a document giving proof oO discharge from a 
debt 

quitter AwiU/ n one who gives up too easily, a defeatist [*Qun 
+ --er] 

'quiver /kwiva/ n a case for carrying or holding arrows [ME, fr OF 
quivre, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE cocer quiver, OHG kohhan] 
’quiver vi to shake or move with a slight trembling motion [ME quiveren, 
prob fr quiver agile, quick, fr (assumed) OE cwifer] ~ quiver n 
qui vive /.kee 'veev/ n the alert, lookout - in on the qui vive [F quh vtve, 
fr qm vive? long live who?, challenge of a French sentry] 
quixotic Awik'sotik/, quixotical /-ki/ adj idealistic or chivalrous kt a 
rash or impractical way [Don Quixote, hero of the novel Don Quixote 
de la Mancha by Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra flhlb Sp novelist] - 
quixotically adv 

'quiz Awiz/ n -zz- 1 a public test of (general) knowledge, esp as a 
television or radio entertainment <a ^ programme) 2 NAm an informal 
test given by a teacher to a student or class [ongin unknown] 

’quiz vt •iz- 1 to question closely -- joum 2 NAm to test (a student or 
class) informally - quizzer n 

quizzical /kwizikl/ adj 1 gently mocking; teasing 2 indicating a sute 
of puzzlement; questioning <a glance) - quizzically adv. quizzicality 
/Aabti/ n 

'quoin Aoyn; also kwoyn/ n (any of the distinguishing blocks forming) 
a solid extenor angle of a building [alter of 'com] 

Hiuoin vt to provide with quoins <^ed walls) 
quoit Aoyt; also kwoyt/ n 1 a ring (e g of rubber or iron) used in a 
throwing game 2 pi but sing in constr a game in which quoits are thrown 


at an upnght pm in an attempt to nng the pm or come as near to it as 
possible [ME code] 

quondam /kwondam, -dam/ adj former, sometime <a fnend) - fml 
[L. at one time, formerly, fr quom, cum when, akin to L qui who - more 
at who] 

Quonaet /‘kwonsit/ trademark, NAm - used for a prefabricated shelter 
similar to a Nissen hut 

quorate Awawrat, -rayt/ adj having a quorum {is this meeting 7) 
quorum /’kwawram/ n the number of members of a body that when duly 
assembled is constitutionally competent to transact business (ME, quo- 
rum of justices of the peace, fr L. of whom, gen pi of qui who; fr the 
wording of the commission formerly issued to justices of the peace] 
quota /kwobta/ n 1 a proportional part or share; esp the share or 
proportion to be either contnbuted or received by an individual or body 
<mosr factones fulfilled their production ^ > 2 the number or amount 
constituting a proportional share 3 a numerical limit set on some class 
of people or things {an immigration ^ > [ML, fr L quota pars how great 
a pan] 

quotable /’kwohtabl/ adj 1 fit for or wonh quoting 2 made with 
permission for publication (eg in a newspaper) {were the Minister's 
remarks ^ or off the record?) 

quotation Awoh'taysh(a)n/ n 1 sthg quoted, esp a passage or phrase 
quoted from pnnted literature 2 quoting 3a (the naming or publishing 
oO current bids and oflfers for or pnees of shares, sccunties, commodities, 
etc b ESTIMATE 4 

quotation .mark n either of a pair of punctuation marks ” or ” used 
to indicate the beginning and end of a direct quotation 
'quote Awoht/ vt la to repeat (a passage or phrase previously said or 
written, esp by another) in wnting or speech, usu with an acknowledg- 
ment b to repeat a passage or phrase from, esp in substantiation or 
illustration {to ^ the Scriptures) 2 to cite in illustration cases) 3a 
to name (the current or recent buying or selling price) of a commodity, 
stock, share, etc b to make an estimate of or give exact information on 
(e g the pnee of a commodity or service) 4 to set off by quotation marks 
^ vj 1 to repeat sthg previously said or wntten {the Prime Minister said, 
and I ^ , 'We have beaten inflation^ 2 to name one’s pnee [ML quotare 
to mark the number of, number references, fr L quotus of what number 
or quantity, fr quot how many, (as) many as, akin to L qui who - more 
at who] 

’quote n 1 a quotation 2 quotation mark - often used orally to indicate 
the beginning of a direct quotation 

quoth Awohth/ vb past, archaic said - chiefly in the Ist and 3rd persons 
with a subject following he) [ME, past of quethen to say. fr OE 
ewethan, akin to OHG quedan to say] 

quotidian /kwo'tidi an/ adj 1 occurring or recurnng every day {^ 
fever) 2 commonplace, ordinary - fml [ME cotidian. fr MF. fr L 
quotidiaitus, cotidianus, fr quotidie every day, fr quot (as) many as + dies 
day - more at dlity] 

quotient /’kwohsh(a)nt/ n 1 the result of the division of one number or 
expression by another 2 the ratio, usu multiplied by 100, between a test 
score and a measurement on which that score might be expected largely 
to depend - compare intelligence quotient 3 a quota, share - nons- 
tandard [ME quoewnt, modif of L quotiens how many times, fr quot how 
many] 

Quran, Qur’an Aoo'rahn, -'ran/ n the Koran 
qurah A^Kwsh/ n, pi qursb Saudi Arabia at nationaiity [Ar 
qirsh] 


R 

r /ah/ n, pi r's, rs often cap (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 18th letter of the English alphabet 
'•r suffix - used to form the comparative degree of adjectives and adverbs 
of 1 syllable, and of some adjectives and adverbs of 2 or more syllables, 
that end in e {truer) {freer); compare '-er 
’- r suffix '-ER - used with nouns that end in e {old- 
timer) {teenager) {diner) 

'rabbqt /'rabit/ n a channel, groove, or recess cut out of an edge or 
surface; specif one intended to receive another piece (e g a panel) [ME 
rabet, fr MF ratal act of beating down, fr OF rabattre to beat down, 
reduce - more at 'rebate] 
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■rabbet vt 1 to cut a rabbet in 2 to unite the rabbeted edges of 
rabbi /'rabie/ /i 1 a Jew qualiHed to expound and apply Jewish law 2 a 
Jew trained and ordauied for professional religious leadership; specif the 
ofTicial leader of a Jewish congregation [LL. fr Gk rhabbt, fr Heb rabbi 
my master, fr rabh master i -/ my] 

rabbinate /*rabinat/ n 1 the office or tenure of a rabbi 2 the whole body 
of rabbis [rabbin (rabbi), fr F] 

rabbinic /raliimk/, rabbinical /-kl/ adj 1 of rabbis or their writings 2 
of or prepanng for the rabbinate - rabbinically adv 
'rabbit Aabit/ n, pi rabbits, (/) esp cojiectively rabbit 1 (the fur oO a 
small long-cared mammal that is related to the hares but difTers from them 
in producing naked young and in its burrowing habits life cycle 
2 Br an unskilful player (e g in golf, cricket, or tennis) [ME rabet, prob 
fr Walloon robetL robete, fr MD robbe] - rabbity adj 
■rabbit w 1 to hunt rabbits 2 Br to talk aimlessly or inconsequentially - 
mfml; often ^ on [(2) rhyming slang rabbit (and pork) talk] - rab* 
biter n 

'rabbit .punch n a short chopping blow delivered to the back of the neck 
[fr the manner in which a rabbit is stunned before being killed] 
rabbla /'rabl/ n 1 a disorganized or disorderly crowd of people, a mob 
2 the common people, the lowest class of society - derog [ME rabel pack 
of animals] 

'rabble-.rousar n one who stirs up the common people (e g to hatred or 
violence); a demagogue 

Rabelaisian /.rabi'layzyan, •zh(y)3n/ adj marked by the robust humour, 
extravagant cancature, or bold naturalism charactenstic of Rabelais or 
his works [Francis Rabelais tl553 F humorist & satinst] 
rabid /'rabid; sense 2 also 'raybid/ adj 1 unreasoning or fanatical in an 
opinion or feeling (a racialist^ 2 afTected with rabies [L rabidus mad, 
fr rabere] - rabidly adv, rabidneaa, rabidity /ra'bidati/ n 
rabies /'raybeez, -biz/ n, pi rabies a fatal short-lasting virus disease of the 
nervous system of warm-blooded animals, transmitted esp through the 
bite of an afTected animal, and charactenzed by extreme fear of water and 
convulsions [NL, fr L, madness, fr rabere to rave ~ more at rage] 
raccoon, racooo /raltoohn/ n, pi raccoons, esp collectively raccoon (the 
fur oO a small flesh-eating mammal of N America that has a bushy ringed 
tail and lives chiefly in trees [arakhun (in some Algonqutan language of 
Virginia, USA)] 

'race /rays/ n la a strong or rapid current of water in the sea, a nver, 
etc b (the current flowing in) a watercourse used industrially (e g to turn 
the wheel of a mill) 2a a contest of speed (e g in running or nding) b pi 
a meeting in which several races (e g for horses) arc run c a contest or 
rivalry for an ultimate prize or position (jhe ^ for the league champion- 
shipy 3 a track or channel in which sthg rolls or slides, specif a groove 
for the balls in a ball bearing 4 archaic the course of life [ME ras, fr ON 
ras; akin to OE nes rush, L rorarii skirmishers, Gk eroe rush] 

■race vi l to compete in a race 2 to go or move at top speed or out of 
control <ihis pulse was racing) 3 of a motor, engine, etc to revolve too 
fast under a diminished load ^ vt 1 to have a race with < ^ d her brother 
to the garden gate} 2a to enter in a race (always ^s his horses at 
Chepstowy b to drive at high speed c to transport or propel at maximum 
speed 3 to accelerate (e g an engine) without a working load or with the 
transmission disengaged - racer n 

■race n 1 a family, tnbe, people, or nation belonging to the same stock 2 
an actually or potentially interbreeding group within a species, also a 
category (e g a subspecies) in classification representing such a group 3a 
a division of mankind having traits that are transmissible by descent and 
sufficient to characterize it as a distinct human type b human beinga, 
collectively <r/ie human 4 the division of mankind into races {the 
brotherhood of man independent of colour, creed, or ^y [MF, gener- 
ation, fr Olt razza] 

'race, course /-.kaws/ n a place where or the track on which races, esp 
horse races, are held 

racemate /ray'seemayt, f>. 'rasi-/ n a racemic compound or mixture 
raceme /ray'seem, ra-/ n a simple stalk of flowers (e g that of the lily of 
the valley) in which the flowers are borne on sjhort side-stalks of about 
equal length along an elongated mam stem pij^nt [L racemus 
bunch of grapes] 

racemic /ra'seemik, -'se-/ adj of or being a compound or mixture that 
is composed of equal amounts of dextrorotatory and laevorotatory forms 
of the same compound, and is optically inactive [F racimique, fr L 
racemus] 

racem4zation, -batloii /,rasimie'zaysh(3)n/ n the action or process of 
changing from an optically active compound into a racemic compound or 
mixture - racemixe /*-.-/ vb 


racamosa /'rasimohs/ adj having or growing in the form of a raceme 
-3“ PLANT [L racemosus full of clusters, fr racemus] 

'racamosa .gland n a compound gland of freely branching ducts 
'raca .riot n a not caused by racial dissensions 
rachi-, rachio- comb form spine <rachific> [Gk rhachi-, fr rhachis\ akin 
to Gk rhach(x thorn, Lith raias stubble] 

rachis /raykis/ n, pi rachises also rachides /'rakideez, 'ray-/ 1 spinal 
COLUMN 2 an axial structure eg a(l) the mam stem of a plant's 
inflorescence (2) an extension of the stalk of a compound leaf that bears 
the leaflets b the part of the shaft of a feather that bears the barbs [NL 
rachid-, rachis. modif of Gk rhachis] 

rachitis /ra'kietas/ n nckets [NL. fr Gk rhachitis disease of the spine, 
fr rhachis] - rachitic /ra'kitik/ adj 

Rachmanism /'rakm.'>.ni/(a)m/ n, Br the unscrupulous exploitation of 
poor tenants by corrupt landlords [Peter Rachman fl 1960 E land- 
lord] 

racial /raysMa)!/ adj 1 of or based on a race 2 existing or occurnng 
between (human) races {strove for ~ hannnny^. also directed towards 
a particular race <— discnminationy - racially adv 
racialism /‘raysha,li7(a)in/ n 1 racial prejudice or discnmination 2 
RACISM 1 - racialist n or adj, racialistic /-'listik/ adj 
racism /’raysiz(3)m/ n 1 a belief that racial differences produce an 
inherent supenonty of a particular race 2 rac iai ism 1 - racist n or 
adj 

'rack /rak^ n a wind-dnven mass of high often broken clouds [ME rak, 
prob of Scand ongin, akin to Sw dial rak wreck, akin to OE wrecan to 
dnve - more at wrfak] 

■rack VI. of clouds to fly or scud in high wind 

■rack n 1 a framework for holding fodder for livestock 2 an instrument 
of torture on which the victim's body is stretched - usu • the 3 a 
framework, stand, or grating on or in which articles are placed {a luggage 
) 4 a bar with teeth on I face for meshing with a pinion or worm gear 
<— and piniony [ME, prob fr MD rec framework, akin to OE reccan to 
stretch, Gk oregein ~ more at 'right] - on the rack under great mental 
or emotional stress 

Vack vt 1 to torture on the rack 2 to cause to suffer torture, pain, or 
anguish <--ed by headachesy 3a to stretch or strain considerably <'‘^ed 
his brainsy b to raise (rents) oppressively 4 to place in a rack 
•rack vt to draw off (e g wine) from the lees [ME rakken, fr OProv arraca, 
fr raca stems and husks of grapes after pressing] 

•rack n the front rib section of lamb used for chops or as a roa.st [perh 
fr 'racJl] 

'rack n destruction - chiefly in rack and rum [var of wrack] 

'racket also racquet /'rakit/ n 1 a lightweight implement that consists of 
a netting stretched in an open frame with a handle attached and that is 
used for striking the ball or shuttle in any of various games (e g tennis, 
squash, or badminton) 2 pi but sing m constr a game for 2 or 4 players 
played with a ball and rackets on a 4-walled court [MF raquette, fr It 
racchetta, fr Ar rahah palm of the hand] 

■racket /? 1 a loud and confused noise, a dm 2a a fraudulent enterprise 
made workable esp by bribery or intimidation b an easy and lucrative 
means of livelihood - mfml c a usu specified occupation or business 
slang {he’s in the publicity > [prob imit] 

■racket vi 1 to engage in an active, esp a dissipated, social life - usu ^ 
about or round 2 to move with or make a racket 
racketeer /.raki'tia/ n one who extorts money or advantages by threats, 
blackmail, etc - racketeer vi 

rack railway n a railway having between its ruining rails a rack that 
meshes with a gear wheel or pinion on a locomotive 
'rack .rent vt or n (to subject to) an excessive or unreasonably high rent 
[*ruck] 

'rack-, renter n sby who pays or exacts rack rent 
raconteur /.rakon'tuh/ n one who excels in telling anecdotes [F, fr MF, 
fr raconter to tell, fr OF, fr re- i aconter, acompter to tell, count - more 
at account] 

racoon /ralcoohn/ n a raccoon 

racy /'raysi/ adj 1 full of zest or vigour 2 having a strongly marked 
quality; piquat^t {a flavoury 3 nsque, suggestive ['race (charactenstic 
flavour or quality)] - racily adv, raciness n 

rad /rad/ n a unit of absorbed dose of ionizing radiation (e g X-rays) 
[short for radiation] 

radar /'raydah/ n an electronic device that generates high-frequency 
radio waves and locates objects in the vicinity by analysis of the radio 
waves reflected back from them [radio detection and ranging] 
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raddle /'rtidu n red ochre [prob alter of ruddh, fr arch rud (red colour), 
fr ME rude, fr OE rudu] 

raddled /radld/ adj broken down; dilapidated; esp haggard with age or 
dissipation [origin unknown] 
radi- - sec R\DIO 

Vadiat /raydyal/ adj 1 (having parts) arranged like rays or radii from a 
central point or axis 2a relating to. placed like, or moving along a radius 
b charactenzed by divergence from a centre 3 of or situated near a radius 
bone (e g m the human forearm) [ML radialis, fr L radius ray] - radially 
adv 

’radial n 1 any line in a system of radial lines 2 a radial body part (e g 
an artery) 3 radial, radial tyre a pneumatic tyre in whicMhe ply cords 
are laid at a right angle to the centre line of the tread ^ car 
.radial 'engine n a usu mtemal-combustion engine with cylinders 
arranged radially round the crankshaft 
.radial 'aymmetry n the condition of having similar parts symmetri- 
cally arranged around a central axis - radially symmetrical adj 
radian /'raydyan/ n a unit of angular measurement that is equal to the 
angle at the centre of a circle s^tended by a part of the circumference 
equal in length to the radius ^ physics [radius ♦ -an] 

Vadiant /'raydyant/ adj la radiating rays or reflecting beams of light b 
vividly bright and shining, glowing 2 marked by or expressive of love, 
confidence, or happiness <a ~ smiley 3a emitted or transmitted by 
radiation <- energy} b of or emitting radiant heat [ME, fr L radiant-, 
radms, prp of radiare] - radiance, radiancy n, radiantly adv 
’radiant n 1 the apparent point of origin of a meteor shower 2 a point 
or object from which light or heat emanates, specif the part of a gas or 
electric heater that becomes incandescent ['radiate ♦ ‘-ant] 
.radiant 'energy n cnc.gs m the form of electromagnetic waves (eg 
heat, light, or radio waves) 

.radiant 'flux n the rate of emission or transmission of radiant 
energy 

.radiant 'heat n heat transmitted by radiation rather than by conduction 
or convection 

'radiate /'raydi.ayt/ vt 1 to send out rays of light, heat, or any other form 
of radiation 2 to issue in rays 3 to proceed in a direct line from or towards 
a centre ^ vt It to send out in rays b to show or display clearly <^s 
health and vitality} 2 to disseminate (as lO from a centre [L radiatus, pp 
of radiare, fr radius ray] 

’radiate /-at/ adj having rays or radial parts, specif having radial 
symmetry - radiately adv 

radiation /,raydi'aysh(a)n/ n 1 the action or process of radiating, esp the 
prtKcss of emitting radiant energy in the form of waves or particles 2 
energy radiated in the form of waves or particles, esp electromagnetic 
radiation (e g light) or emission from radioactive sources (e g alpha rays) 
3 a radial arrangement ~ radiational adj 

radi'ation .sickness n sickness that results from overexposure to 
ionizing radiation (eg X-rays), commonly marked by fatigue, nausea, 
vomiting,- lott of teeth and hair, and. in more severe cases, leukaemia 
radiator /'raydi.ayta/ /i 1 a room heater (with a large surface area for 
radiating heat), specif one through which hot water or steam circulates 
as part of a central-heating system 2 a device with a large surface area 
used for cooling an mtcmal-combuslion engine by means of water 
circulating through it ['radiate » '-or] 

'radical /'radikl/ adj la of or growing from the root or the base of a stem 
- compare caui ine b of or constituting a linguistic root c of or involving 
a mathematical root d designed to remove the root of a disca.se or all 
, diseased tissue surgery} 2 essential, fundamental 3a departing from 
the usual or traditional; extreme b affecting or involving the has. 
composition or nature of sthg; thoroughgoing <'^ changes} c tending or 
disposed to make extreme changes in existing views, conditions, institu- 
tions, etc d of or constituting a political group advocating extreme 
measures <fAe ^ right} [ME, fr LL radicalis, fr L radic-, radix root - 
more at 'rcx)t] - radicalism n, radicalise vt, radically adv, radicalness n, 
radicalixation /-ie'zaysh(3)n/ n 

’radical n 1 rcxit 6 2 sby who is a member of a radical party or who 
holds radical views 3 a group of atoms that is replaceable in a molecule 
by a single atom and is capable of remaining unchanged dunng a senes 
of reactions 4a radical, radical expreasion a mathematical expres.sion 
involving radical signs b radical sign 

.radical 'chic n, often cap AC fashionable and usu superficial left-wing 
radicalism - derog 

'radical .sign n the sign V placed before an expression to denote that 
the square root, or some other root corresponding to an index number 
placed over the sign, is to be calculated 


radices /’raydi.secz/ pi of radix 

radicie /’radikl/ n 1 the lower part of the axis of a plant embryo or 
seedling, including the embryonic root 2 the rootlike beginning of an 
anatomical vessel or part 3 a radical [L radicula, dim of radic-, radix] 

- radicular /ra'dikyoob/ adj 
radii /’raydi.ie/ pi of radius 

'radio /'raydi.oh/ n, pi radios 1 (the use oO the system of wireless 
transmission and reception of signals by means of electromagnetic waves 
2 a radio receiver 3a a radio transmitter (e g in an aircraft) b a radio 
broadcasting organization or station <Radio London} c the radio broad- 
casting industry d the medium of radio communication [short for 
radiotelegraphy] 

’radio adj 1 of clectnc currents or phenomena of frequencies between 
about 15,000 and 10"H7 2a of, u.sed in, or transmitted or received by a 
radio b making or participating in radio broadcasts c controlled or 
directed by or using radio 

’radio v6 radios; radioing; radioed vt 1 to send or communicate by radio 
2 to send a radio message to ^ vi to send or communicate sthg by 
radio 

radio-, radi- comb form 1 radial (^radiosymmetncaf} 2a radiant energy, 
radiation (radiodermatitis} b radioactive (ndioelement} <radionuc/ide) 
c using loni/ing radiation (radiotherapy} d radioactive isotopes of (a 
specified element) (radiocarbon} e radio (radiotelegraphy} [F, fr L 
radius ray] 

.radioac'tivity /.raydioh-ak'tivati/ n the property possessed by some 
elements (e g uranium) of spontaneously emitting alpha or beta rays and 
sometimes also gamma rays by the disintegration of the nuclei of atoms 
ENERGY, SYMBOL [ISV] ~ radioactlve adj, radioactively adv 
.radio a'stronomy n astronomy using radio telescopes 
.radio'carbon /-'kahban/ n radioactive carbon, esp carbon 14 [ISV] 
.radio'chemistry A'kemistn/ n a branch of chemistry dealing with 
radioactive substances and phenomena, and including the use of radioac- 
tive tracers - radiochemical adj. radiochemically adv, radioebemist n 
.radio'element /-'elamant/ n a radioactive element [ISV] 

'radio .frequency n a frequency (c g of electromagnetic waves) inter- 
mediate between audio frequencies and infrared frequencies and used esp 
in radio and television transmission physics 
.radio'genic /-'jenik/ adj produced by radioactivity 
radiogram /’raydi a.gram, -dioh-/ n 1 a radiograph 2 Br a combined 
radio receiver and record player 

radiograph /'raydi-a.grahf, -,graf, -dioh-/ n a picture produced on a 
sensitive surface by a form of radiation other than light, specif an X-ray 
or gamma-ra> r^ otograph - radiograph vt, radiographic /-'grafik/ adj, 
radiographicallx adv, radiographer /.raydi'ogrofa/ ii 
radioisotope /.raydioh'iesatohp/ n a radioactive isotope [ISV] - radio- 
isotopic /-.iesa'topik, -'loh-/ adj. radioisotopkaliy adv 
radiolarian /.raydioh'lcan an/ n any of a large order of manne proto- 
zoans with a skeleton made of silica and radiating threadlike pseudopodia 
[NL Radiolaria, order name, fr LL radiolus small sunbeam, fr dim of L 
radius ray) 

radiology /.raydi'obji/ n the study and use of radioactive substances and 
high-cnergy radiations; esp the use of radiant energy (e g X rays and 
gamma rays) in the diagnosis and treatment of disease - radiologist n, 
radiological /.raydi a'lojikl/ adj 

radiometer /.raydi'omita/ n an instrument for measuring the intensity 
of radium or >ound energy - radiometry /-matn/ n 
radiomimetic /.raydiohmi'metik, -mie-/ adj, esp of chemical com- 
pounds producing effects on living tissue similar to those of ionizing 
radiation (e g X rays) [ISV] 

radiopaque /.raydioh'payk/ adj (almost) opaque to various forms of 
radiation (e g X rays) 

radiophonic /.raydi-aTomk, -dioh-/ adj of, being, or creating sounds 
that arc electronically produced (the BBC Radiophonic Workshop} - 
radiophonically adv 

radioscopy /.raydi'oskapi/ n observation of objects opaque to light, esp 
by means of X rays [ISV] - radioscopic /.raydi-a'skopik/ adj 
radiosonde /'raydioh.sond/ n a miniature radio transmitter earned (c g 
by an unmanned balloon) into the atmosphere together with instruments 
for broadcasting back details of humidity, temperature, air pressure, etc 
[ISV] 

radiotelegraphy /.raydiobta'legrafi/ n telegraphy earned out by means 
of radio waves [ISV] - radiotelegraphic /-.teli'grafik/ adj 
,radlotelephone /-‘tehfohn/ n an apparatus for enabling telephone 
messages to be sent by radio (eg from a moving vehicle) [ISV] - 
radiotelephony /-ta'lefani/ n 
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.radio telascope n a radio receiver connected to a large often 
dish-shaped aenal for recording and measunng radio waves from celestial 
bodies 

.radiotherapy /-'therapi/ n the treatment of disease (e g cancer) by 
means of X rays or radiation from radioactive substances [ISV] - 

radiotherapist n 

.radio-'ulna n a bone in the forelimb of an amphibian (e g a frog) that 
represents the fused radius and ulna of less pnmitive vertebrate animals 
(e g mammals) [NL] 

'radio .wave n an electromagnetic wave of radio frequency 
radish /'radish/ n (a plant of the mustard family with) a pungent fleshy 
typically dark red root, eaten raw as a salad vegetable [ME. alter of OE 
nedic, fr L nidic-. radix root, radish - more at ‘r<x)i1 
radium /raydyam/ n an intensely radioactive metallic element that 
occurs in minute quantities in pitchblende and some other minerals and 
is used chiefly in luminous matenals and in the treatment of cancer 
PERIODIC TABLE [NL, fr L radius ray] 

'radium .therapy n radiotherapy using radium 
Vadius /raydi-as/ n, pi radii /-di,ie/ also radiuses 1 the bone on the 
thumb side of the human forearm; also a corresponding part in forms of 
vertebrate animals higher than fishes anatomy 2 (the length oO a 
straight line extending from the centre of a circle or sphere to the 
circumference or surface mathematics 3a the circular area 

defined by a stated radius b a bounded or circumsenbed area (alerted all 
police cars within a 2 mile ^ > 4 a radial part (e g a spoke of a wheel) 
[L, ray. radius] 

’radius vt to give a rounded edge to (eg a machine pan) 

'radius .vector n 1 the length of a line segment from a fixed point (e g 
the ongin in a polar coordinate system) to a vanable point 2 an imaginary 
straight line joining the centre of an attracting body with a body in orbit 
round it 

radix /"raydiks/ n, pi radices /-.seez/, radixes 1 base 4d(l) 2 a root or 
rootlike pan [L. root] 

radome /ray,dohm/ n a housing sheltenng a radar antenna, esp on an 
aircraft [oidar dome] 

radon /raydon/ n a r^ioactive noble gaseous element formed by 
disintegration of radium periodic iable [ISV, fr radium] 
radula /radyoob/ n, pi radulac /-li/ also radulas a homy band covered 
with minute teeth found in some molluscs (e g snails) and used to tear up 
food and draw it into the mouth [NL, fr L. scraper, fr radcre to scrape 
- more at rat] > radular adj 

raffia, raphia /rafi a/ n the fibre of the raffia palm used esp for making 
baskets, hats, and table mats [Malagasy raHa] 

'raffia .palm n a palm of Madagascar with enormous fan-shaped 
leaves 

raffish /'rafish/ adj marked by careless unconventionality, rakish [raff' 
(jumble, rubbish, disreputable person), fr ME raf, perh fr MF rafTe, rafle 
act of snatching, sweeping] - rafflshly adv, raffishness n 
raffle /'rail/ vt or n raffling /rafling, 'rafl ing/ (to dispose of by means 
oO a lottery in which the pnres are usually goods a turkeyy [n ME, 
kind of game with dice, fr MF, vb fr n] 

Vaft /rahft/ n la a collection of logs or timber fastened together for 
transport by water b a flat usu wooden structure designed to float on 
water and used as a platform or vessel 2 a foundation slab for a building, 
usu made of reinforced concrete [ME rafle rafter, raft, fr ON raptr 
rafter] 

’raft vt la to transport in the form of or by means of a raft b to cross (e g 
a lake or nver) by raft 2 to make into a raft ^ w to travel by rafl " 
’raft n, chiefly NAm a large collection or quantity (assembled a of facts 

and figures - New Yorkery [alter (influenced by 'raft) of raff 
(jumble)] 

'rafter /'rahfla/ n any of the parallel beams that form the framework of 
a roof architecture [ME, fr OE rtefter, akin to ON raptr] 
’rafter n one who manoeuvres logs into position and binds them into rafts 
['«/?] 

'rag /rag/ n la (a waste piece oQ worn cloth b pi clothes, esp when in 
poor or ragged condition 2 a scrap or unevenly shaped fragment of sthg 
(a ^ of cloudy 3 a usu sensational or poorly written newspaper [ME 
ragge, fr (assumed) OE ragg, fr ON rogg tuft, shagginess - more at 
rug] 

’rag n any of vanous hard rocks used in building [origin unknown] 
’rag vb -gg- vt to torment, tease ^ vi to engage in horseplay [origin 
unknown] 

^ag a, chiefly Br 1 an outburst of boisterous fun; a prank 2 a senes of 


processions and stunts organized by students to raise money for chanty 
weeky 

’rag n (a composition or dance in) ragtime [short for ragtime] 
raga /'rahga/ // (an improvisation based on) any of the ancient traditional 
melodic patterns or modes in Indian music [Skt raga, lit., colour, 
tone] 

ragamuffin /'raga.mufm/ n a ragged often disreputable person, esp a 
child [Ragamoffyn, a demon in the poem Piers Plowman by William 
Langland tl400 E poet] 

,rag-and-'bone .man n, chiefly Bra usu itinerant dealer in old clothes, 
furniture, etc 

ragbag /ragthag/ n 1 a dishevelled or slovenly person 2 a miscellaneous 
collection (a of prejudicesy USE iiifml 

'rag .bolt n a bolt that has barbs on its shank to gnp the matenal in which 
It IS set [‘rag (jagged projection on cast metal)] 

.rag 'doll n a stuffed cloth doll 

'rage /rayj/ n 1 (a fit or bout oO violent and uncontrolled anger 2 violent 
action (e g of the wind or sea) 3 an intense feeling, passion 4 (an object 
oO fashionable and temporary enthusiasm (enormous hats were all the 
~ > - infml [ME, fr MF, fr LL rabia, fr L rabies rage, madness, fr rabere 
to be mad, akin to Skt rabhas violence] 

’rage vi l to be in a rage 2 to be violently stirred up or in tumult (the 
wind ^ d outsidey 3 to be unchecked in violence or effect (the contro- 
versy still ^ s> 

ragged /'ragid/ adj 1 having an irregular edge or outline 2 torn or worn 
to tatters 3 weanng tattered clothes 4a straggly b showing irregularities, 
uneven - raggedly adv, raggedness n 
.ragged 'robin n a perennial Eurasian plant of the pink family with 
ragged pink flowers 

raggle-taggle /ragl ,tagl/ adj motley, unkempt [irreg fr ragtag (ragged, 
unkempt), fr 'rag + ‘/ag] 

ragi, raggee /'rahgee, 'ra-/ n (the seeds oO an E Indian cereal grass 
forming a staple food crop in the Orient [Hindi ragi] 
raglan /’raglan/ n a loose overcoat with raglan sleeves [F J H Somerset. 
Baron Raglan tl855 E field-marshal] 

raglan sleeve n a sleeve that extends to the neckline with slanted seams 
from the underarm to the neck 

ragout /’ragooh, -'-/ n a well-seasoned stew, esp of meat and vegetables, 
cooked in a thick sauce [F ragout, fr ragouter to ftvive the taste, fr re- 
» a- ad- (fr L ad-) ^ gout ta.ste, fr L gustus, akin to L gustare to taste 
more at choose] 

ragtime /'rag.tiem/ n (music having) rhythm characten/cd by strong 
syncopation in the melody with a regularly accented accompaniment 
[prob fr ragged 4 time] 

'rag .trade n the clothing trade - infml 

ragweed /'rag, weed/ n any of vanous chiefly N Amencan composite 
plants whose pollen is a major cause of hay fever 
ragworm Aag,wuhm/ n any of vanous manne annelid worms used esp 
as bait 

ragwort /'rag,wuht/ n any of several yellow-flowered composite plants 
that have deeply cut leaves and are common weeds 
rah also ra /rah/ inteij, chiefly NAm hurrah 

'raid /rayd/ n la a usu hostile incursion made in order to seize sby or sthg 
(a cattle ~ > b a .surpnse attack by a small force 2 a sudden invasion by 
the police (e g in search of criminals or stolen goods) 3 an attempt to 
depress share pnees by concerted selling 4 an act of robbery [Sc dial., 
fr OE rad ride, raid - more at road] 

’raid vt to make a raid on vi to take part in a raid ~ raider n 
'rail /rayl/ n la an esp horizontal bar, usu supported by posts, which may 
serve as a barner (e g across a balcony) or as a support on or from which 
sthg (e g a curtain) may be hung b a honzontal structural support (e g 
18 a door) 3^ ARcmrECiURE 2a raii ino 1 b either of the fences on 
each side of a horse-racing track - usu pi with sing, meaning 3a ather 
of a pair of lengths of rolled steel forming a guide and running surface (e g 
a railway) for wheeled vehicles b the railway (always travels by ‘^y [ME 
raile, fr MF reille ruler, bar, fr L regula ruler, fr regere to keep straight, 
direct, rule - more at 'right] - off the rails 1 away from the proper or 
normal course; awry 2 mad. crazy 
’rail vt to enclose or separate with a rail or rails - often 4 off 
’rail n, pi rails, esp collectively rail any of numerous wading birds of small 
or medium size, usu having very long toes which enable them to run on 
soft wet ground [ME raile, fr MF raaic] 

’rail VI to utter angry complaints or abuse - often 4 against or at [ME 
railen, fr MF railler to mock, fr OProv ralhar to babble, joke, fr (assumed) 
VL ragulare to bray, fr LL ragere to neigh] - railer n 
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railcar /'rayl.kah/ n a self-propelled railway carnage 
railhead /'rayl.hed/ n the farthest point reached by a railway; also the 
point at which goods are transferred to or from road transport 
railing /rayling/ n 1 a usu vertical rail m a fence or similar barner 2 
(material for making) rails 

raillery /'rayl(a)n/ n (a piece oQ good-humoured teasing [F raillerie, fr 
MF, fr railhr to mock] 

'railroad /raylirohd/ n, NAm a railway 

^railroad vt la to push through hastily or without due consideration b 
to hustle into taking action or making a decision 2 NAm to transport by 
rail 3 NAm to convict with undue haste or by unjust means - rail- 
roader n 

railway /'rayl.way/ n, chiefly Br \ a line of track usu having 2 parallel 
lines or rails fixed to sleepers on which vehicles run to transport goods 
and passengers, also such a track and its assets (e g rolling stock and 
buildings) constituting a single property 2 an organization which runs a 
railway network (works as a clerk on the ) 

railwayman /'raylwayman/ n, pi railwayman /~/ Br a railway 
worker 

raiment /"raymant/ n garments, clothing - poetic (the heroine garbed 
in flowing ^ - New York Timesy (ME rayment, short for arrayment, 
fr arrayen to array] 

'rain /rayn/ n la (a descent oQ water falling in drops condensed from 
vapour in the atmosphere wlaihfr b rainwater 2 pi the rainy 
season 3 rainy weather 4 a dense flow or fall of sthg <a steady ^ of fire 
from the helicopters} (greeted him with a of abuse} (ME reyn, fr OE 
regn, ren, akin to OHG regan rain] 

*rain vi 1 of ram to fall in drops from the clouds 2 to fall in profusion 
■^vr 1 to cause to fall, p.'n*- nr send down 2 to bestow abundantly - rain 
cats and dogs to rain heavily 

rainbow /'raynboh/ n 1 an arch in the sky consisting of a senes of 
concentric arcs of the colours red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and 
violet, formed esp opposite the sun by the refraction, reflection, and 
interference of light rays in raindrops, spray, etc 2 an array of bnght 
colours 

'rainbow-, coloured adj of many colours 

.rainbow 'trout n a large stout-bodied trout of Europe and western N 
Amenca 

'rain, coat /-.koht/ n a coat made from waterproof or water-resistant 
matenal 

'rain, fall /•,fawl/ /i 1 a fall of ram, a shower 2 the amount of ram that 
has fallen in a given area dunng a given time, usu measured by depth 
'rain .forest n a dense tropical woodland with an annual rainfall of at 
least 25()Omm (about 100m) and containing lofty broad-leaved evergreen 
trees forming a continuous canopy plant 
'rain .gauge n an instrument for measunng rainfall 
rain off vt, chiefly Br to interrupt or prevent (c g a sporting fixture) by 
ram - usu pass 

'rain, proof /-.proohf/ vt or adj (to make) impervious to ram 
'rain .shadow n an area of relatively light rainfall in the lee of a 
mountain range 

'rain, water /-.wawta/ n water that has fallen as ram and is therefore usu 
soft 

rainy /'rayni/ adj 1 having or charactenzed by heavy rainfall 2 wet with 
ram streets} 

.rainy 'day n a future penod of usu financial want or need (keep it for 
a -> 

'raise /rayz/ vt 1 to cause or help to rise to an upright or standing position 
2a to awaken, arouse b to stir up, incite c to recall (as lO from death 4 
to establish radio communication with 3a to build, erect b to lift up e 
to place higher in rank or dignity d to invigorate <<- the spints} e to 
end the operation of a siege} 4a to levy, obtain funds} b to 
assemble, collect (^ an army} 5a to grow, cultivate b to rear (e g a child) 
^ to give nse to; provoke a laugh} b to give voice or expression to 
(^ a cheer} 7 to bring up for consideration or debate (^ an issue} 8a 
to increase the strength, intensity, degree, or pitch of the tempera- 
ture} b to cause to rise in level or amount the rent} c(l) to increase 
the amount of (a poker bet) (2) to bet more than (a previous better) 9 
to make light and porous, esp by adding yeast doa^} 10 to multiply 
(a quantity) by the same quantity a number of times so as to produce a 
specified power (2 to the power J equals 11 to bnng in sight on 
the horizon by approaching land} lit to bring up the nap of (cloth), 
esp by brushing b to bring (e g a design) into relief c to cause (eg a 
blister) to form on the skin 13 to pronounce (a vowel sound) with the 
tongue unusually near the roof of the mouth 14 chiefly NAm to increase 


the nominal value of fraudulently < a cheque} (ME raisen, fr ON rasa 
- more at rear] - raiser n - raise Caln/bcll/tbe roof to create a usu angry 
and noisy disturbance; esp to complain vehemently - infml ~ raise an 
eyebrow/eyebrows to cause surpnse, doubt, or disapproval (hts ideas 
would raise eyebrows in politick circles} 

’raise n l an act of raising or lifting 2a an increase of a bet or bid b chiefly 
NAm RISE 4b 

raisin /'rayz(a)n/ n a dried grape [ME, fr MF, grape, fr L racemus cluster 
of grapes or bernes] 

‘raising .agent /'rayzmg/ n ieaven I 

raison d'dtre /.rayzon(h) ‘detra, (Fr rez5 detr)/ n a reason or justifica- 
tion for existence [b] 

raj /rahj/ n rule 3, specif, cap Bntish rule m India [Hindi raj, fr Skt 
rajya, akin to Skt rajan king] 

rajah, raJa /'rahjs/ n 1 an Indian or Malay pnnee or chief 2 a person 
beanng a Hindu title of nobility (Hindi raja, fr Skt rajan king - more at 
royal] 

Rajput, Rajpoot /'rahjpoot/ n a member of a landowning military 
Indo-Aryan caste of N India [Hindi rajput, fr Skt rajaputra king’s son, 
fr rajan king > putra son - more at few] 

'rake /rayk/ n 1 a long-handled implement with a head on which a row 
of projecting prongs is fixed for gathenng hay. grass, etc or for loosening 
or levelling the surface of the ground, also any of several implements 
similar in shape or use (e g a tool used to draw together the money or chips 
on a gaming table) 2 a mechanical implement, usu with rotating pronged 
wheels, used for gathering hay [ME, fr OE racu, akin to OHG rehho 
rake] 

’rake vt 1 to gather, loosen, or level (as lO with a rake 2 to search through, 
esp in a haphazard manner ~ often i through or among 3 to sweep the 
length of, esp with gunfire - raker n 
’rake vb to (cause to) incline from the perpendicular [ongin unknown] 
Vake n 1 inclination from the perpendicular, esp the overhang of a ship's 
bow or stern 2 the angle of inclination or slope, esp of a stage in a 
theatre 

’rake n a dissolute man, esp in fashionable society [short for arch rakehell 
(disssolute person), fr ^rake ^ hell] 

rake in vt to cam or gam (money) rapidly or in abundance - infml 
'rake-.off n a share of usu dishonestly gained profits > infml [’niilre + off, 
fr the use of a rake by a croupier to collect the operator's profits in a 
gambling casino] 

rake up vr l to uncover, revive (raked up an old grievance} 2 to find 
or collect, esp with difficulty (managed to rake up enough money for the 
rent} 

'rakish /'raykish/ adj dissolute, licentious [’rake 4 -ish] 

’rakish adj I of a ship, boat, etc having a smart stylish appearance 
suggestive of speed 2 dashing, jaunty (with her hat at a angle} [prob 
fr 'rake, fr the raking masts of pirate ships) - rakishly adv, rakish- 
ness n 

rale /rahl/ n an abnormal wheezing sound that accompanies breathing, 
due esp to liquid in the lungs [F rale, fr raler to rattle] 
railentando /.ralan'tandoh/ n, adj, or adv. pi rallentandos, railestandi 
/-di/ (a passage performed) with a gradual decrease in tempo - used in 
music [It, lit., slowing down, fr rallentare to slow down again, fr re- + 
allentare to slow down, fr LL, fr L al- ad- ^ laitus slow, pliant] 

'rally Aali/ vt 1 to bnng together for a common cause 2a to arouse for 
or recall to order or action (rallied his wits to face the problem} b to rouse 
from depression or weakness (rallied his strength} ^*1 1 to join in a 
common cause (thousands will to the new party} 2 to come together 
again to renew an effort (the troops rallied and drove back the enemy} 

3 to recover, revive (began to - afier his long illness} [F rallier, fr OF 
ralier, fr re- ♦ alier to unite - more at au y] 

’rally n la a mustenng of scattered forces to renew an effort b a recovery 
of strength or courage after weakness or dejection e an increase in pnee 
after a decline 2 a mass meeting of people shanng a common interest or 
supporting a common, usu political, cause 3 a senes of strokes inter- 
changed between players (c g in tennis) before a point is won 4 also rallye 
a motor race, usu over public roads, designed to test both speed and 
navigational skills {(4) F mllye, fr E 'rally] 

rallycrots /'rali.kros/ n a motor sport in which specially adapted saloon 
cars race round a 1-mile circuit [^rally + -cross (as m cyciocross)] 
'ram /ram/ n 1 an uncastrated male sheep 2a battering kam b a heavy 
beak on the prow of a warship for piercing enemy vessels; also a wanhip 
equipped with a ram 3a the plunger of a hydrostatic press or force pump 
b the weight that strikes the blow in a pile dnver [ME, fr OE nunw, akin 
to OHG ram] 
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*ram vb -min- vi to strike with violence </ier car ^ med into a rree> vt 

1 to force down or in by driving, pressing, or pushing < med hts hat 
down over his 2 to force passage or acceptance of < "» home an idea^ 
3 to strike against violently and usu head-on - rammer n ~ ram something 
down someone's throat to force sby to accept or listen to sthg, esp by 
constant repetition 

Ramadan* Ramadhan /'ramadan, -dahn, n the 9th month of the 
Muslim year, dunng which fasting is practised daily from dawn to sunset 
[Ar Ramadan] 

Vamble /'rambl/ vi rambling /'rambling, 'rambling/ 1 to walk for 
pleasure, esp without a planned route 2 to talk or wnte in a disconnected 
long-winded fashion 3 to grow or extend irregularly <a rambling old 
house} [perh fr ME romblen, freq of romen to roam] - ramblingly 
adv 

’rambla n a leisurely walk taken for pleasure and often without a planned 
route 

rambler Aambb/ n any of vanous climbing roses with small, often 
double, flowers in large clusters ['rambll » ^-er] 
rambunctioue /ram'bungkshas/ adj, NAm rumbustious, unruly - 
infml [prob alter, of rumbustious] - rambunctiously adv, rambunctious- 
nen n 

rambutan /ram'boohtn/ n (a tree that bears) a bnght red spiny Malayan 
fruit closely related to the litchi [Malay, fr rambut hair] 
ramekin, nunequin /'ram(i)kin/ n 1 a preparation of cheese with 
breadcrumbs, puff pastry, or eggs baked in an individual mould 2 an 
individual baking and serving dish [F ramequin, fr L G ramken, dim. of 
ram cream, fr MLG rom] 

ramification /,ramiri'kaysh(3)n/ n la the act or process of branching 
out b the arrangement of branches (eg on a plant) 2a a branch, 
subdivision b a branched structure 3 a usu extended or complicated 
consequence <r/te ^sof a problem} 

ramiform /rami,fawm, ‘ray-/ adj resembling or constituting branches 
[L ramus + E -i/b/m] 

ramify /'ramifie/ vb to (cause to) separate or split up into branches, 
divisions or constituent parts [MF ramtCter, fr ML ramificare, fr L ramus 
branch; akin to L radix root - more at root] 

ramjat /'ramjet/ n a jet engine that uses the flow of compressed air 
produced by the forward movement of the aeroplane, rocket, etc to burn 
the fuel ['ram + jet] 

ramose /raymohs/ adj consisting of or having branches [L ramosus, fr 
ramus branch] - ramosely adv 

ramp /ramp/ n 1 a sloping floor, walk, or roadway leading from one level 
to another 2 a stairway for entenng or leaving an aircraft [F rampe, fr 
tamper to crawl, rear, of Gmc ongin, akin to MLG ramp cramp, OHG 
nmpfan to wrinkle] 

Vampage /ram'payj/ vi to rush about wildly or violently [Sc, perh irrcg 
fr ramp (to rear, rage, climb), fr ME rampen, fr OF ramper] 
^rampage /ram'payj, '-/ n - on the rampage engaged in violent or 
uncontrolled behaviour 

rampant /’rampant/ adj lofa heraldic animal reanng upon the hind 
legs with forelegs extended - used postpositively 2a charactenzed by 
wildness or absence of restraint (e g of opinion or action) <a ^ militarist} 
b spreading or growing unchecked <a ^ enme wave) [ME, fr MF, prp 
of rampet] - rampancy n, rampantly adv 

rampart /'rampaht/ n 1 a broad embankment raised as a fortification 
(e g around a fort or city) and usu surmounted by a parapet church 

2 a protective barner; a bulwark [MF rampart, rempart, fr ramparer, 
remparer to fortify, strengthen, fr re- ^ emparer to defend, protect, dqpv 
of L ante before parare to prepare] 

rampion /rampyan/ n a European plant that is related to the harebell 
and whose tuberous root is sometimes eaten in .salads [prob modif of MF 
raiponce^ fr Olt raponzo, prob fr rapa, rapo turnip, fr L rapa, rapum rape, 
turnip] 

ramrod /'ram/od/ n 1 a rod for ramming home the charge in a 
muzzlc'loading firearm 2 a rod for cleaning the barrels of nfles and other 
small anns 

ramahackla /'ramshakl/ adj badly constructed or needing repair; nck- 
ety [alter of earlier ransackled, fr pp of obs ransackJe, freq of ran- 
sack] 

ramaona /'ramsanz, -zanz/ n pi but sing in constr (the root, eaten as a 
relish, oO a broad-leaved garlic [ME ramsyn, fr OE hramsan, pi of 
hramsa wild garlic] 
ran /ran/ past of run 

'ranch /rahnch/ o 1 a large farm for raising livestock esp in N Amenca 
and Australia 2 chiefly NAm a farm or area devot^ to raising a 


particular crop or animal <a poultry ^ } [MexSp rancho small ranch, fr 
Sp, camp, hut & Sp dial , small farm, fr OSp ranchear (ve) to take up 
quarters, fr MF (sc) ranger to take up a position, fr ranger to set in a row 
- more at 'range] 

^ranch vi to own, work, or live on a ranch - rancher n 
rancid /'ransid/ adj (smelling or tasting) rank [L rancidus, fr rancere to 
be rancid] - rancidness, rancidity /ran'sidati/ n 
rancour, NAm rancor /'rangka/ n bitter and deep-seated ill will or 
hatred [ME rancour, fr MF ranceur, fr LL rancor rancidity, rancDur, fr 
L rancere] - rancorous adj^ 

rand /rand/ n. pi rand f" South Afnca at nationaliiy [the Rand, 
gold-miniiig distnct of S Africa] 

'random /'randam/ n [ME. impetuosity, fr MF randon, fr OF, fr randir 
to run. of Gmc origin; akin to OHG nnnan to run - more at run] -- at 
random without definite aim, direction, rule, or method 
‘random adj 1 lacking a definite plan, purpose, or pattern 2 (of, 
consisting of, or being events, parts, etc) having or relating to a probability 
of occurring equal to that of all similar parts, events, etc - randomly adv, 
randomness n 

.random-'access adj permitting access to stored data in any order the 
user desires <a ^ computer memory} — / compuilr 
randomize, -ise /'randamiery vt to arrange (eg samples) so as to 
simulate a chance distribution and yield unbiased statistical data 
randomizer n 

.random 'walk n a process (e g the random movement of molecules or 
genetic drift) consisting of a sequence of steps, each of whose character- 
istics (eg magnitude and direction) are determined by chance 
randy /'randi/ adj sexually aroused; lustful ■ infml [prob fr obs rand Uo 
rant), fr obs D randen, ranten] 
rang /rang/ past of rin(i 

'range /raynj/ n la a senes of mountains b a number of objects or 
products forming a distinct class or senes c a variety, cross-section <,a 
good of people here) 2 a usu solid-fuel fired cooking stove with 1 or 
more ovens, a flat metal top, and 1 or more areas fot heating pans 3a an 
open region over which livestwk may roam and feed, esp in N America 
b the region throughout which a kind of living organism or ecological 
community naturally lives or occurs 4a(l) the distance to which a 
projectile can be propelled (2) the distance between a weaptsn and the 
target b the maximum distance a vehicle can travel without refuelling c 
a place where shooting (e g with guns or missiles) is practised 5a the space 
* or extent included, covered, or used b the extent of pitch within a melody 
or within the capacity of a voice or instrument 6a a sequence, senes, or 
scale between limits <a wide of patterns) b (the difference between) 

the least and greatest values of an attribute or senes staiisiics 7 
the set of values a function may take, esp the values that a dependent 
variable may have 8 line 9 [MR, row of persons, fr OF renge, fr rengier 
to range] 

‘range vt la to set m a row or in the proper order < troops were on 
either side} b to place among others in a specified position or situation 
<^d himself with the radicals in the party) 2 to roam over or through 
3 to determine or give the elevation necessary for (a gun) to propel a 
projectile to a given distance ~ vr 1 to roam at large or freely <^the talk 
~d over current topics} 2 esp of pnnting type to align 3 to extend in 
a usu specified direction iofa gun or projectile to have a usu specified 
range 5 to change or differ within limits (^their ages d from 5 to 65} 
6 to live, occur in, or be native to, a specified region [ME rangen, fr MF 
ranger, fr OF rengier, fr renc, reng line, place, row - more at 'rank] 
'range .finder n a device for indicating or measunng the distance 
between a gun and a target or a camera and an object 
ranger /'raynja/ n la the keeper of a Bntish royal park or forest b an 
officer who patrols a N Amencan national park or forest 2a a member 
^f any of several bodies of armed men in N Amenca who range over a 
usu specified region, esp to enforce the law b a soldier in the US army 
specially trained in close-range fighting and raiding tactics 3 often cap a 
pnvate in an Insh line regiment 4 cap a senior member of the Bntish 
Guide movement aged from 14 to 19 ['rangC + '-fr] 

'ranging rod /’raynjmg/ n a rod, usu paintod with alternate red and 
white stnpcs, used in surveying to mark a straight line 
rangy /'ra^.mji/ adj 1 of an animal long-limbed and long-bodied 2 of a 
person tall and slender [' ' ' range + '-y] - ranginess n 
rani* ranee /rah'nee, '--/ n a Hindu queen or pnneess; esp the wife of a 
rajah [Hindi rani, fr Skt rajhi, fern of rajan king more at royai ] 
'rank /rangk/ adj 1 (covered with vegetation which is) excessively 
vigorous and often coarse in growth 2 offensively gross or coarse 3a 
shockingly conspicuous; flagrant (lecture him on his ^ disloyalty} b 
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rank^ 


Royal Navy 


admiral of 
the fleet 


admiral 


vice admiral 


rear admiral 


commodore 


captain 


commander 


lieutenant 

commander 


lieutenant 


B 

sub 

lieutenant 


US Navy 


fleet admiral 


admiral 


vice admiral 

B 

rear admiral 

B 


midshipman 

I 

I 

I fleet chief 
l’ petty officer 


commodore 


captain 


commander 


lieutenant 

commander 


lieutenant 
junior grade 


chief petty 
oMicer 
petty officer 


leading 
seaman 
able seaman 
ordinary 
seaman 
junior seaman 


Army 


field marshal 


general 



colonel 

lieutenant 

colonel 

ED 


major 


ensign 

chief warrant 
officer 

warrant officer 
master chief 
petty officer 
senior chief 
petty officer 
chief petty 
officer 
petty officer 
1st class 
petty officer 
2nd class 
petty officer 
3rd class 
seaman 
seaman 
apprentice 
seaman recruit 


major general 


brigadier 


US Army 


general of 
the army 


♦ If Jf 

general 

Jf >f 

lieutenartt 

general 

major general 

If 

brigadier 

general 


RAF 


marshal of 
the RAF 


air chief marshal 


dir marshal 


air vice marshal 


colonel 


♦ 

lieutenant 

colonel 

O 


air commodore 


I group captain 


wing 

commander , colonel 


USAF 

Royal Marines 

US Marines 




general of the 
air force 



14- 

1^^ 

If ♦ if ♦ 

general 


general 

Jf If 


4 >f if 

lieutenant 

general 

lieutenant 

general 

lieutenant 

general 

If ♦ 

i^n 

4- If 

major general 

major general 

1 major general 

if 


4- 

biigadier 

general 

brigadier 

i brigadier 1 

1 general 1 



: 

colonel 

colonel 

: colonel I 

♦ 

[SD 

e 1 

lieutenant 

lieutenant 

. lieutenant j 


colonel : colonel 


O :EI> ’ O 


major 


captain 


^^3 


lieutenant 


2nd lieutenant 
warrant officer 
1 st class 
warrant officer 
2nd class 
staff sergeant 
sergeant 


captain 


I 


i squadron leader 1 major 


flight 

lieutenant 


captain 


captain 


major 


captain 


I 


I 


1 St lieutenant ! flying officer j 1 st lieutenant j lieutenant j 1 st lieutenant 


D 


corporal 

lance corporal 
private 


2nd lieutenant I 
chief warrant ' 
officer I 

warrant officer | 
sergeant major | 
specialist 9 i 
1 st sergeant i 
master sergeant 
specialist 8 ' 

sergeant 1st ' 
classspeciahst?! 
staff sergeant ! 
specialist 6 | 

sergeant | 

specialist 5 . 

corporal . 

specialist 4 ' 


t 


□ 


privatelst class) 
private i 


pilot officer 1 
warrant officer • 
master aircrew ! 

flight sergeant ' 
flight sergeant i 
aircrew ! 

chief tcchnicianj 
sergeant 
sergeant 
aircrew 
corporal 
junior 
technician 
senior 
aircraftman 
leading 
aircraftman 
aircraftman 


! 


D 


I 


2nd lieutenant 
chief warrant 
officer 
chief master 
sergeant j 

senior master 
sergeant 
master sergeanil 

1 

technical j 

sergeant I 

staff sergeant 


2nd lieutenant 
warrant officer 
1 st class 


2nd lieutenant 
chief warrant 
officer 


warrant officer j sergeant major 
2nd class j master gunnery] 
I sergeant 
' mastorsergeant 
! 1 st sergeant 
j gunnery 
I sergeant 

colour sergeant I staff sergeant 


airmanl st class! 


airman 
2nd class 
airmatt 
3rd class 
airman basic 


seigeant 

corporal 


lance corporal 


sergeant 

corporal 


lance corporal 
private 
1 st class 
private 
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complete - used as an intensive ^ outsider} 4 ofTcnsive in odour or 
flavour [ME. fr OE ra/ic overbeanng, strong, akin to OE nht nght - more 
at right] - rankly adv, rankness n 

*rank n la a row, line, or senes of people or things b(l) sing or pi in constr 
a line of soldiers ranged side by side in close order (2) pi rank and filf 
c any of the 8 rows of squares that extend across a chessboard perpendicu- 
lar to the files 2 an esp military formation - often pi with sing meaning 
<^to break --s) 3a a degree or position in a hierarchy or order; specif an 
ofTictaJ position in the armed forces b (high) social position (the 
privileges of ^ > 4 the number of rows in a mathematical matnx 5 Br 
a place where taxis wait to pick up passengers [MF renc, reng, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OHG hnng nng - more at 'ring] 

’rank vt 1 to arrange in lines or in a regular formation 2 to determine the 
relative position of; rate 3 NAm to outrank ~ vi to take or have a position 
in relation to others 

.rank and 'file n sing or pi in constr 1 the body of members of an armed 
force as distinguished from the officers 2 the individuals constituting the 
body of an organization, society, or nation as distinguished from the 
leading or principal members < ^ members of the orchestra} - rank and 
filer n 

ranker /rangka/ n one who serves or has served in the ranks, esp a 
commissioned officer promoted from the ranks 
ranking /'rangking/ adj, chiefly NAm having a high or the highest 
position 

rankle /rangkl/ vi rankling /rangkling, 'rangkl ing/ to cause continuing 
anger, imtation. or bitterness (ME ranclen to fester, fr MF rancler, fr OF 
draoncler, raoncler, fr draoncle, raoncle festenng sore, fr (assumed) VL 
dracunculus, fr L. dim of draco serpent - more at dragon] 
ransack /ransak/ w 1 to search in a disordered but thorough manner 
2 to rob, plunder [ME ransaken, fr ON rannsaka, fr rann house + -saka 
(akin to OE secan to seek)] - ransacker n 
Vansom /'ransam/ n 1 a pnce paid or demanded for the release of a 
captured or kidnapped person 2 the act of ransoming [ME ransoun, fr 
OF nnfon, fr L redemption-, redemptio - more at rfdfmption] 
’ransom rt l to deliver or redeem, esp from sin or its consequences 2 to 
free from captivity or punishment by paying a ransom - ransomer n 
Vant /rant/ vi to talk in a noisy, excited, or declamatory manner ^ vt to 
declaim bombastically [obs D ranten, randen] - ranter n, rantingly 
adv 

’rant n (a) bombastic extravagant speech 

ranunculus /ra'nungkyoolas/ n, pi ranunculuses, ranunculi Alie/ any 
of a large widely distnbuted genus of plants of the buttercup family 
including the buttercups and crowfoots [NL, genus name, fr L, tadpole, 
crowfoot, dim of rana frog] 

Vap /rap/ n 1 (the sound made by) a sharp blow or knock 2 blame, 
punishment - infml </ ended up taking the -- } [ME rappe, prob of imit 
ongin] 

’rap vb -pp- vt 1 to stnke with a sharp blow 2 to utter (e g a command) 
abruptly and forcibly - usu ^ out 3 to express or communicate (e g a 
message) by means of raps - usu ^ out 4 to criticize sharply - journ 
(judge ^ s police} '^vi to stnke a quick sharp blow - (a) rap over the 
knuckles (to give) a scolding 

*rap n the least bit (e g of care or consideration) - infml (doesn't care a 
'^} [arch rap (counterfeit com in Ireland, smallest com), prob fr IrGacl 
ropaire] 

’rap n, chiefly NAm talk, conversation - slang [perh by shortening & alter 
fr repartee] 

•rap vi -pp- chiefly NAm to talk freely and frankly - slang 
rapacious /ra'payshas/ adj 1 excessively grasping or covetous 2 of an 
animal living on prey [L rapac-, rapax, fr rapere to seize] - rapaciously 
adv, rapndouaneta, rapacity /ra'pasati/ n 
Vapa /rayp/ n a European plant of the mustard family grown as a forage 
crop and for its seeds which yield rapeseed oil [ME, fr L rapa, rapum 
turnip, rape; akin to OHG raba turnip, rape, Gk rhapys turnip] 

’rapa vt 1 to despoil 2 to commit rape on [ME rapen to take by force, 
fr L rapere] - rapbt n 

•rape n l an act or instance of robbing or despoiling (the - of the 
countryside} 2 (an instance of) the crime of forcing sby, esp a woman, 
to have sexual intercourse against his/her will 3 an outrageous violation 
(a of Justice} 

rapaaead /'rayp.seed/ n the seed of the rape plant 
rapaaaad oil n an oil obtained from rapeseed and turnip seed and used 
chiefly as a cooking oil and lubricant 

rapha, rhapbe /'ray.fee/ n a seam or ndge (e g at the union of the 2 halves 


of a part or organ of the body or on a seed) (NL, fr Gk rhaphe seam, fr 
rhaptein to sew - more at rhapsody] 
raphia /'ratio/ n raffia 

raphide /'rafted/ n. pi raphides Arafiideez/ any of the needle-shaped 
crystals, usu of calcium oxalate, that develop m some plant cells [F & NL, 
F raphide, fr NL raphides, pi, modif of Gk rhaphides, pi of rhaphid-, 
rhaphis needle, fr rhaptein] 

Vapid /rapid/ adj moving, acting, or occurring with speed; swift [L 
rapidus seizing, sweeping, rapid, fr rapere to seize, sweep away, akin to 
OE refsan to blame] - rapidly adv, rapidneaa, rapidity /ra'pidati/ n 
Vapid n a part of a nver where the water flows swiftly over a steep usu 
rocky slope m the river bed - usu pi with sing meaning uloijRa 
PHY 

.rapid 'eye .movement n rapid movement of the eyes that occurs 
dunng the phases of sleep when dreaming is taking place 
.rapid-'fire adj 1 (adapted for) fmng shots in rapid succession 2 esp of 
speech proceeding with or characten/ed by rapidity, liveliness, or sharp- 
ness < - interrogation} 

.rapid 'transit n, NAm fast passenger transport (e g by underground) in 
urban areas 

rapier /'raypio/ n a straight 2-edged sword with a narrow pointed blade 
[MF (espee) rapicre] 

rapine /‘rapien/ n pillage, plunder [ME rapyne, fr L rapina, fr rapere to 
sci/c, rob] 

rapparee /.rapa'ree/ n a I7ih-c Irish irregular soldier or bandit (IrGael 
rapaire] 

rappee /ra'pee/ n a pungent snuff [F (tabac) rape, lit , grated tobacco, 
fr tabac tobacco rape, pp of niper to grate] 
rappel /ra'pel/ vi to abseil [f. lit . recall, fr OF rape/, fr rapcler to recall, 
fr re- 4 apeler to appeal, call - more at afitai | - rappel n 
rappen /rahpan, 'raV n, pi rappen /-/ the Swiss centime / 
Switzerland at naiionaiity [G, lit , raven, akin to OHG hraban raven 

- more at 'ravi n] 

rapport /ra'paw/ n a sympathetic or harmonious relationship [F, fr 
rapporter to bring back, lefer, fr OF raportcr to bring back, fr re- 4 
aporter to bnng, fr L apportare, fr ad- 4 portare to carry - more at 
'iarf] 

rapporteur /.rapaw'tuh/ n a person responsible for preparing and 
presenting reports (eg from a committee to a higher body) [F, fr 
rapporter to bring back, rejKirt] 

rapprochement /ra'proshmonh/ n the reestablishment of cordial rela- 
tions, esp between nations [F, fr rapprocher to bring together, fr MF, fr 
re- 4 approcher to approach, fr OF aprochicr] 
rapscallion /rap'skalyan/ n a rascal [alter of earlier rascallion, fr 
'rascvi/J 

rapt /rapt/ ady 1 enraptured 2 wholly absorbed [ME, fr L raptus, pp of 
rapere to sci/e - more at rapid] - raptly adv, raptness n 
raptor /rapta/ n a bird of prev [denv of L raptor plunderer, fr 
raptus] 

raptorial /rap'tawnal/ adj 1 esp of a bird pri da ior y 2 2 of birds’ feet 
adapted for seizing prey 3 of or being a bird of prey 
rapture /rapeha/ n la a stale or expenence of being earned away by 
overwhelming emotion b a mystical experience in which the spinl is 
exalted to a knowledge of divine things 2 an expression or manifestation 
of ecstasy or extreme delight (went into ~ s over the new car} [L raptus] 

- rapturous adj, rapturously adv, rapturousness n 

rara avis /.rahra 'ayvis, .reara/ n, pi rara aviies, rarae aves /.rahn 
'ayvee/, .reon/ a rare person or thing [L, rare bird] 

Vare /reo/ adj, of meat cooked so that the inside is still red [alter of earlier 
rere, fr ME, fr OE hrerc boiled lightly, akin to OE hreran to stir, OHG 
hruoren] 

’rare adj 1 lacking in density; thin (a ^ atmosphere} 2 marked by 
unusual quality, ment, or appeal (to show taOt} 3 seldom occurnng 
or found (a ^ moth} 4 superlative or extreme - infml (gave her a ^ 
fnght} [ME, fr L rarus] - rarely adv, rareness n 
.rare 'earth n (an oxide oO any of a senes of metallic elements that 
includes thf elements with atomic numbers from 56 to 71, usu lanthanum, 
and sometimes yttnum and scandium - rare-earth adj 
rarefaction /,rean'faksh(3)n/ n 1 rarefying or being rarefied 2 a state 
or region of minimum pressure in a medium through which longitudinal 
waves (c g sound waves) pass [F or ML; F rarefaction, fr ML rarefaction-, 
rarefactio, fr L rarefactus, pp of rarefacere to rarefy] - rarefactionil, 
rarefactive /-'faktiv/ adj 

rarefied also rarified /reanfied/ adj 1 esoteric, abstruse 2 very high or 
exalted (e g in rank) (moved in ^ political circles} 
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rat 


rarefy also ratify /'reanfie/ vt 1 to make rare, porous, or less dense 2 
to make more spinlual, refined, or abstruse -- vi lo become less dense 
[ME rareficn. ranfwn, fr MF rareCter, modif of L rarefacere, fr rarus rare 
t facere lo make - more at LKi] 

raring /'rearing/ adj full of enthusiasm or eagerness <— logo) [fr prp 
of E dial rare (to rear), alter of E rear] 

rarity /'rcarati/ n 1 the quality, state, or fact of being rare 2 sby or sthg 
rare 

rascal /'rahsk(3)l/n 1 an unprincipled or dishonest person 2 a mischiev- 
ous person or animal ~ usu humor or afTeciionaie [ME rascaile rabble, 
one of the rabble, prob fr ONF rasque mud] - rascally adj or adv 
raachel /rah'shel/ n a type of warp-knitted fabnc usu with openwork 
patterns - compare tRicoi [Raschel (machine), a kind of loom, fr G 
Raschclmaschinc, fr Rachel (Elisa Felix) tl858 F actress] 
rase /rayz/ vr to raze 

'rash /rash/ adj acting with, characterized by, or proceeding from undue 
haste or impetuosity [ME (northern) rasch quick, akin to OHG rase fast] 
- rashly adv, rashness n 

'rash n 1 an outbreak of spots on the body 2 a large number of instances 
of a specified thing during a short penixl </j ^ of arrests') [obs F rache 
scurf, fr OF rasche, fr (assumed) VL rasica, fr rasicare to scratch, fr L 
rasus, pp of radere to scrape] 

rasher /'rasha/ n a thin slice of bacon or harn mlai [perh fr obs 
rash (to cut), fr ME rashen] 

'rasp /rahsp/ vt 1 to rub with sthg rough, specif io abrade with a rasp 
2 to grate upon, irritate 3 to utter in a grating tone ~ vi to produce a 
grating sound [ME raspen, fr (assumed) MF rasper, of Gmc origin, akin 
to OHG raspon to scrape together] - rasper n, raspingly ads 
'rasp /I a coarM- oK '\'fh rows of cutting teeth 
raspberry /'rah7b(a)n/ n 1 (a widely grown shrub that bears) any of 
various usu red edible berries 2 a rude sound made by sticking the tongue 
out and blowing noisily - slang [F dial rasp (raspberry) + E berry, (2) 
rhyming slang raspberry (tart) fart] 

Rasta /'rastj/ n or adj (a) Rastai'anan 

Rastafarian /,rast.)'fcdn an/ n or adj (an adherent) of a puntanical 
religious and political movement among black W Indians which believes 
the former Emjieror of Ethiopia, Hailc Selassie, to be God, and looks for 
the redemption of the black Mce and the establishment of a homeland in 
Ethiopia [Rds Talari, Haile Selassie tl974 Emperor of Ethiopia] - 
Rastafarianism n 

Rastaman /'rasta.man/ n a Rastafarian 

raster /'rasta/ n a pattern of parallel lines whose intensity is controlled 
lo form an image on a television screen [G, fr L raster, rastrum rake, fr 
radere to sciape] 

'rat /rat/ n 1 any of numerous rodents that arc considerably larger than 
the related mice 2a a contemptible or wretched person, specif one who 
betrays or deserts his party, fnends, or associates b a blackleg USE (J) 
infml (MEl, fr OE rxt, akin to OHG ratta rat, L rodere to gnaw, ladcre 
to scrape, shave] - ratlikc adj 

'rat VI -It- I to betray, desert, or inform on one's associates - usu ♦ on 
2 to catch or hunt rats 3 to work as a blackleg 
rata /Vahia/ n either of 2 New Zealand trees of the myrtle family that 
bear bnght red flowers and yield a hard dark red wood [Maon] 
ratable /'raytabl/ adj rateable ratably adv 
ratafia /.rata'fia/ n a small sweet almond-flavoured biscuit or cake 
compare macaroon [F, liqueur flavoured with almonds] 
ratal /'raytl/ n the amount on which rates are assc*ssed 
rataplan /.rats'plan, '--,-/ n the sound c>f drumming [F, of imit ori- 
gin] 

rat-a-tat /.rat a 'tat/, rat-a-tat-tat /.rat a tat 'tat/ n a sharp relocated 
knocking or tapping sound [imit] 

ratatouille /.rata'tooh i (Fr ratatuij)/ n a dish containing vegetables (e g 
tomatoes, aubergines, etc) stewed slowly in a vegetable stock until most 
of the liquid has evaporated [F, fr touiller lo stir, fr L tudiculare, fr tudes 
hammer] 

ratbag /'rat,bag/ n an unpleasant or disagreeable person - slang 
ratchet /'rachit/ n la mechanism that consists of a bar or wheel having 
inclined teeth into which a pawl diops so that motion is allowed in I 
direction only 2 also ratchet wheel a tixithed wheel held in position or 
turned by a pawl [alter, of earlier rochet, fr F, alter, of MF roequet lance 
head, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG rocko distaff, ON rokkr distaff, OHG 
roc coat] 

'rate /rayt/ vt, archaic to scold angrily [ME raten] 

'rate n 1 valuation (^appraised him at a low ^ ) 2a a fixed ratio between 
2 things h a charge, payment, or price fixed according to a ratio, scale. 


or standard of exchange} < - of interest} c Bra tax levied by a local 
authority - usu pi with sing meaning 3 a quantity, amount, or degree of 
sthg measured per unit of sthg else [ME, fr MF, fr ML rata, fr L (pro) 
rata (parte) according to a fixed proponion] - at any rate in any case; 
anyway 

'rate vt 1 to consider to be, value as <was -^d an excellent pianist} 2 to 
determine or assign the relative rank or class of 3 lo assign a rate to 4 
lo be worthy of, deserve (now - s his own show} 5 to think highly of; 
consider lo be good - infml (doesn't ^ Spurs' chances of avoiding 
relegation} ^ vi lo be estimated at a specified level s as the best show 
ever staged in London} 

-rate /-rayt/ comb form of the specified level of quality (fifth-raie} 
rateable, ratable /'rayiabi/ adj capable of or susceptible lo being rated, 
estimated, or apportioned 

rateable value n the estimated value of a property on which annual rate 
payments are calculated 

ratel /'raytl, -lei/ n an African or Asiatic nocturnal flesh-eating mammal 
resembling the badger [Afrik, lit , rattle, fr MD - more at rattik] 
ratepayer /‘rayt.paya/ n a taxpayer, also, Br a person liable lo pay 
rates 

rath /rahth/ n a usu circular earthwork sersing as the stronghold or 
residence of an ancient Irish chieftain [IrGael rath] 
rather /'rahdha/ adv or adj 1 more readily or willingly , sooner (left - 
than cause trouble} ( I'd - not go) - often used interyectionally, esp by 
British speakers, to express enthusiastic affirmaiion (‘will you come?’ 
‘Rather*’) 2 more properly, reasonably, or truly (my father, or ^ my 
stepfather} 3 to some degree, somewhat (it's ^ warm) (^ too big} (I 
^ thought so}, esp somewhat excessively (it's -- far for me} 4 on the 
contrary (was nothing bettered, but grew worse - Mk 5 26 (AV)> 
[MF. fr OE hrathor. compar of hrathe quickly, akin to OHG rado 
quickly, OE hned quick] 

ratify /‘ratific/ vt to approve or confirm formally [ME> raiifien, fr MF 
ratiTier, fr ML ratiTicare, fr L ratus determined, fr pp of ren to think, 
calculate - more at rfason] - ratification /■fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
rating /'rayting/ n 1 a classification according to grade 2 relative 
estimate or evaluation 3 pi any of various indexes which list television 
programmes, new recordSj etc in order of populanty - usu i the 4 chiefly 
Br ordinary sfaman - rank 

ratio /'rayshioh/ n, pi ratios 1 the indicated division of one mathematical 
expression by another 2 the relationship in quantity, number, or degree 
between things or between one thing and another thing [L, computation, 
reason more at rfason] 

ratiocinate /.rati'osinayt/ vi to reason logically or formally - fmi [L 
ratiocinatjn, pp of ratiocinan to reckon, fr ratio] - ratiocinator n, 
ratiocinative /-naiiv/ adj, ratiocination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
'ration /'r.ish(a)n/ n a share or amount (e g of food) which one permits 
oneself or which one is permitted (the petrol ^ > [F, fr L ration-, ratio 
computation, reason] 

'ration vt 1 to dismbute or divide (c g commcxlities in short supply) in 
fixed quantities - often ^ out la to limit (a person or commodity) to a 
fixed ration (sugar was smelly ^ed> b to use sparingly 
'rational /'rash(3)nl/ adj 1 having, based on, or compatible with reason; 
reasonable (^ behaviour) 2 of, involving, or being (a mathematical 
expression containing) 1 or more rational numbers [ME racional, fr L 
rationalis, fr ration-, ratio] - rationally adv, rationalness, rationality 
/.rasha'nabti/ n 

'rational n sthg rational, specif raiional numbfr 
rationale /.rasha'nahl/ n 1 an explanation of controlling pnnciples of 
opinion, belief, practice, or phenomena 2 an underlying reason, basis (L, 
ncut of rationalis] 

rationalism /’rash(3)na.liz(a)m/ n 1 reliance on reason for the establish- 
ment of religious truth 2 a theory that reason is a source of knowledge 
superior to and independent of sense perception - rationalist n, rational- 
ist, rationalistic /-'listik/ adj, rationalistically adv 
rational iza, -ise /'rash(3)nalie7/ vf 1 to free (a mathematical 
expression) from irrational parts (^ a denominator} 2 to bnng into 
accord with reason or cause to seem reasonable, specif to attnbute (e g 
one’s actions) to rational and creditable motives without analy.sis of true, 
esp unconscious, motives in order to provide plausible but untrue reasons 
for conduct 3 lo increase the effictency of (e g an industry) by more 
effective organization - vi to provide plausible but untrue reasons for 
one's actions, opinions, etc - rationalizer n, rationaliiatioa /-'zay- 
sh(a)n/ n 

.rational 'numbar /i a number (eg 2, \ - : ) that can be expressed 
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as the result of dividing one integer by another ~ compare Irrational. 
SURD^l!^ NUMBER 

ratite Aatiet/ n orgdj (a bird, esp an ostnch, emu, moa, or kiwi) having 
a flat breastbone [adj deriv of L truitus marked with the flgure of a rafl. 
fr rMtis rafl; n fr adj] 

rat kangaroo n any of vanous small ratlike kangaroos 
ratlina /ratlin/ n any of the slwrt transverse ropes attached to the 
shrouds of a ship to form rungs ship [ongin unknown] 

Vatoon /ra'toohn/ n a new shoot that develops from the root of the 
sugarcane or other perennial plant after cropping [Sp retono, fr retonar 
to sprout, fr re- (fr L) + otonar to grow in autumn, fr otono autumn, fr 
L autumnus] 

*ratoon vi to sprout from the root 

'rat ,raca it a fiercely competitive and weansome activity; specif the 
struggle to maintain one’s position in a career or survive the pressures of 
modem urban life 

ratabana /rats.bayn/ n, archaic sthg poisonous to rats 
rattan /ra'tan/ /? 1 a climbing palm with very long tough stems 2 a part 
of the stem of a rattan used esp for walking sticks and wickerwork [Malay 
rotan] 

Vattia Aatl/ vb rattling /ratling, 'ratl-ing/ vi 1 to make a rapid 
succession of short sharp sounds 2 to chatter incessantly and aimlessly 
- often + on 3 to move with a clatter or rattle 1 to say or perform 
in a bnsk lively fashion - often o/r<^ d o/Ta Jong list of examples^ 2 
to cause to make a rattling sound 3 to upset to the point of loss of poise 
and composure (Jie looked severely ~d> - infml [ME ratelen; akin to 
MD ratel rattle. OE hratian to rush - more at cardinal] 

Vattia n 1 a rattling sound 2a a child's toy consisting of loose pellets in 
a hollow container that rattles when shaken b a device that consists of 
a spnngy tongue in contact with a revolving ratchet wheel which is 
rotated or shaken to produce a loud noise 3 the sound-producing organ 
on a rattlesnake's tail 4 a throat noise caused by air passing through 
mucus and heard esp at the approach of death 
rattler Aatb/ n, chiefly NAm a rattlesnake ['rattif. + ’-er] 
'rattlesnake /-.snayk/ n any of vanous Amencan poisonous snakes 
with homy interlocking joints at the end of the tail that rattle when 
shaken 

Vattling /ratling/ adj lively, bnsk (^moved af a - pace) - not now in 
vogue - rattUngly adv 

’rattling adv to an extreme degree; very - chiefly in rattling good, 
infml 

ratty /rati/ adj irntable - infml ['rat + '-y] 
raucous /rawkas/ adj disagreeably harsh or stndent, noisy [L raucus 
hoarse; akin to OE reon to lament - more at rumour] - raucously adv, 
raucousness n 

raunchy Aawnchi/ adj earthy, gutsy <a group with a confident ^ 
sounds - infml [ongin unknown] - raunchily adv, rauncbiness n 
'ravage /ravij/ n damage resulting from ravaging - usu pi with sing 
meaning <f/ie of ttme'y [F, fr MF, fr ravir to ravish - more at 
ravish] 

’ravage vb to wreak havoc (on); cause (violent) destruction (to) - 

rtvageneat n, ravager n 

'rave /rayv/ vi 1 to talk irrationally (as iO m delinum; broadly to rage, 
storm 2 to talk with extreme or passionate enthusiasm <^d about her 
beautyy [ME raven] 

’rave n 1 a raving 2 an extravagantly favourable review (jthe play opened 
to ^ notices} 3 a wild exciting period, expenence, or event - slang (^thr 
party was a real ~ > 

'ravel /ravl/ vb -11- (NAm -I-, -II-). /ravimg, 'ravl-ing/ vt 1 to unravel, 
disentangle - usu -h out 2 to entangle, confuse ~ vi to fray [D rafelen, 
fr rafet loose thread; akin to OE nefter rafter] 

’ravel n 1 a tangle or tangled mass 2 a loose thread 
ravelin /rav(3)lin/ o a (detached) triangular temporary fortiflcaiion, usu 
situated between 2 bastions [MF, fr Olt raveiiino, alter, of rivelJino, dim. 
of riva bank, fr L npa] 

'raven /rayv(a)n/ n a very large glossy black bird of the crow family 
[ME, fr OE hrtefn; akin to OHG hraban raven, L corvus, Gk korax, L 
crepare to rattle, crack] 

’raven adj glossy black hair} 

’raven /rav(a)n/ vt 1 to devour greedily 2 to despoil <n]en. . ^ the earth, 
destroying its resources - New Yorker} ^vi 1 to (seek after) prey 2 to 
plundw [MF raviner to rush, take by force, fr ravine rapine] - ravener 
/riv(a)na/ a 

ravenous /rav(a)BM/ adj 1 urgently seeking satisfaction, gratification, 


etc. grasping, insatiable 2 fiercely eager for food, famished - ravenously 
adv, ravenousness n 

raver /rayva/ n, chiefly Br an energetic and uninhibited person who 
enjoys a hectic social life; also a sexually uninhibited or promiscuous 
person - slang ['rave + ^-fr] 

'rave-.up n, chiefly Br a wild party - slang 

ravine /ra'vecn/ n a narrow steep-sided valley smaller than a canyon and 
usu worn by running water [F, fr MF, rapine, rush, fr L rapina 
rapine] 

'raving Aay ving/ n irrational, incoherent, wild, or extravagant utterance 
or declamation - usu pi with sing meaning 
’raving adj extreme, marked <a beauty} - infml 
ravioli /.ravi'ohli/ n little cases of pasta containing meat, cheese, etc [It, 
fr It dial , pi of ravioJo, lit , little turnip, dim. of rava turnip, fr L rapa 

- more at 'raff] 

ravish /ravish/ vt 1 to overcome with joy, delight, etc <-^cd by the 
beauty of the scene} 2 to rape, violate [MErsmiAen, fr MFrav/M-, stem 
of ravir, fr (assumed) VL rapire, alter, of L rapere to seize - more at 
rapid] - ravisher n, ravishment n 

ravishing /ravishing/ adj unusually attractive or pleasing - raviahingly 
adv 

'raw /raw/ adj 1 not cooked 2a(l) not processed or punfied, in the 
natural state fibres} sewage} (2) not diluted or blended 
spirits} b not in a polished, finished, or processed form data} ihem 
this edge to stop it fraying} 3 having the surface abraded or chafed 
skin} 4 lacking expenence, training, etc, new <a — recruit} 5 
disagreeably damp or cold [ME. fr OE hreaw, akin to OHG raw, L 
crudus raw, cruor blood, Gk kreas flesh] - rawly adv, rawness n 
’raw II a sensitive place or state (^touched her on the ^} - in the raw 1 
in the natural or crude state (life in the raw> 2 naked (slept in the 
raw) 

.raw'boned /-'bohnd/ adj having a heavy or clumsy frame that seems 
inadequately covered with flesh 
.raw 'deal n an instance of unfair treatment 
'raw, hide /-.hied/ n (a whip oO untanned hide 
.raw ma'terial n matcnal that can be converted by manufacture, 
treatment, etc into a new and useful product 
.raw 'umber n (the dark yellowish brown colour oQ umber that has not 
been calcined - compare burnt umbfr 
'ray /ray/ n any of numerous fishes having the eyes on the upper surface 
of a flattened body and a long narrow tail [ME raye, fr MF raie. fr L 
rata] 

’ray n la any of the lines of light that appear to radiate from a bright object 
b a narrow beam of radiant energy (e g light or X rays) c a stream of 
(radioactive) particles travelling m the same line - compare alpha ray, 
RLTA RAY, COSMIC RAY 2a a thin line suggesting a ray b any of a group 
of lines diverging from a common centre 3a any of the bony rods that 
support the fin of a fish b any of the radiating parts of the body of a 
radially symmetrical animal (c g a starfish) 4 ray h owlr 5 a slight 
manifestation or trace (e g of intelligence or hope) [ME, fr MF rai, fr L 
radius rod, ray] - rayed adj, rayless adj 
’ray vi Ho shine (as lO >n rays 2 to radiate from a centre ^ vt to emit 
in rays, radiate 

'ray .flower n any of the strap-shaped florets forming a the outer nng 
of the head of a composite plant (e g an aster or daisy) having central disc 
florets b the entire flower head of a composite plant (eg a dandelion) 
lacking disc florets 

rayon /rayon, -an/ n (a fabnc made from) a yam or fibre produced by 
forcing and drawing cellulose through minute hedes [irreg fr ’ray] 
raze, rase /rayz/ vt to destroy or erase completely, specif to lay (e g a town 
or building) level with the ground [ME rasen, fr MF raser, ft (assumed) 
VL rasare, fr L rasus, pp of radere to scrape, shgve] 
razor /rayza/ n a sharp^ged cutting implement for shaving or cutting 
(facial) hair [ME rasour, ft OF raseor, fr raser] - razor vt 
, razor-backed, 'razor.back adj having a sharp narrow back (a ^ 
whale} 

'razorbill /-.bil/ n a N Atlantic auk with a flattened sharp-edged bill 
'razor-.8hell n any of numerous marine bivalve molluscs having a long 
narrow curved thin shell 

razz /raz/ vt, NAm to heckle, deride (the fans ^ed the visiting players} 

- infml [short for razzberry (sound of contempt), alter, of raspberry] 
razzia /razl/ n, chiefly Br a spree, binge - usu in on the razzle; slang 

[short for razzle-dazzle] 

razzle-dazzle /,-'-, '-,-/ n razzmatazz - infml [irreg redupl of 
dazzle] 
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razzmatazz Z'ra/ma.taz, .--'V n noisy, colourful, and often gaudily 
showy atmosphere or activity (the of professional sporty ~ infml [prob 
alter, of razzle-dazzle] 

Ve /ray, rec/ n the 2nd note of the diatonic scale in solrnr/ation (ML - 
more at c.AMur] 

*re /fee/ prep with regard to, concerning [L, abl of res thing - more 
at 'real] 

re- prefix la again, anew (reborny (.repnnty b(l) again m a new. altered, 
or improved way (rehashy (rewntey (rehouse} (2) repeated, new, or 
improved version of (retread} (rebroadcasty (reniakey 2 back, back* 
wards (recalf} (retract'} (ML, fr OF. fr L re-, red- back, again, 
against] 

're /a/ vh are (j^ou're nghty 

Veach /reech/ vt 1 to stretch out out your hand to her} 2a to touch 
or grasp by extending a part of the body (e g a hand) or an object ^couldn't 
the appley b to pick up and draw towards one, pass / ^ me my hat, 
wd! you'^ c(l) to extend to (the shadoi^ ^ed the waif} (2) to get up 
to or as far as, arnve at (took 2 days to ^ the mountains} (they hoped 
to ^ an agreement} d to contact or communicate with <^cd her by 
phone at the office} vi la to make a stretch (as lO with one’s hand 
<' '►ed touards the book on the top shelfj b to strain after slhg < --mg 
for the unattainable} 2a to project, extend <her land ^es to the river ^ 
b to arnve at or come to sthg (as far as the eye could ^ > 3 to sail on 
a reach [ME rechen, fr OE rsecan, akin to OHO reichen to reach, Lith 
raizytis to stretch oneself repeatedly] - reachable adj 
‘reach n la the action or an act of reaching b the distance oi extent of 
reaching or of ability to reach c a range, specif comprehension (an idea 
well beyond his ~ > 2 a continuous stretch or expanse, esp a straight 
uninterrupted (-'.nioii o\ a r>vrr or canal 3 the lack sailed by a vessel with 
the wind blowing more or less from the side 4 pi groups or levels in a usu 
specified activity or occupation, echelons \the higher ^cs o/ academic 
life} 

'reach-me-.down « oradj, chiefly Hr (sthg) passed on from another < *► 
clothes} - mfml 

react /n'akl/ vi 1 to exert a reciprocal or counteracting force or influence 
- often + on or upon 2 to respond to a stimulus 3 to act in opposition 
to a force or influence - usu t against 4 to undergo chemical reaction 
vt to cause to read chemically [NI reactus, pp of reagerc, fr L re- t 
agere to act - moie at agtnt] 

reactance /ri'akt( 3 )ns/ n the part of the impedance of an alternating- 
current circuit that is due to capacitance and/or inductance and that is 
expressed in ohms 

reactant /n'akt(a)nt/ n a substance that reacts chemically with 
another 

reaction /ri'aksh(3)n/ // la a reacting b tendency towards a former and 
usu outmoded (political or social) order or policy 2 bodily response to or 
activity aroused by a stimulus eg a the response of tissues to a foreign 
substance (eg an antigen or infective agent) b a mental or emotional 
response to circumstances 3 the force that sthg subjected to the action of 
a force exerts equally in the opposite direction 4a a chemical transforma- 
tion or change, an action between atoms, molecules, etc to fonn 1 or more 
new substances b a process involving change in atomic nuclei resulting 
from interaction with a particle or another nucleus 
reactionary /ri'akshan(a)n/ also reactionist n oradj (a person) oppos- 
ing radical social change or favounng a return to a former (political) 
order 

re'action .engine n an engine (e g a jet engine) that develops thrust by 
expelling a jet of fluid or a stream of particles 

reactivate /n'aktivayt/ vb to make or become active again rfjtct’vt- 
tion /-'vaysh(a)n/ n 

reactive /n'aktiv/ ad/ 1 of or marked by reaction or reactance 2 tending 
to or liable to react (highly - chemicals} - react! vely adv, reactiveness, 
reactivity /-'livati/ n 

reactor /n'akta/ n 1 a vat for an industrial chemical reaction 2 an 
apparatus in which a chain reaction of fissile matenal (e g uranium or 
plutonium) IS started and controlled, esp for the production of nuclear 
power or elementary particles Tnergy [rlait -i '-or] 

Vead /reed/ vb read /red/ vr la(l) to look at or otherwise sense (eg 
letters, symbols, or words) with mental assimilation of the communication 
represented (can't ^ hts handwriting} (to -- a booky(^ music} (^ 
braille} (2) to look at. interpret, and understand (signs, communicative 
movements, etc) lips}('^ semaphore} (3) to utter aloud (interpret- 
atively) the printed or written words of < them a story} - often -v our 
b to learn or get to know by reading that he had died} c(l) to study 
(a subject), esp for a degree < ^ law} (2) to read (the) works of (an author 


or type of literature) science fiction mainly} d to receive and 
understand (a message) by radio 2a to understand, comprehend (can — 
you like a boi)k}(^ his thoughts} b to interpret the meaning or 
significance of <^s dreams} (can — the situation in 2 ways} c to 
interpret the action of or in so as to anticipate what will happen or what 
needs doing (in football the sweeper must be able to ^ the game} d to 
attribute (a meaning) to sthg read or considered a nonexistent 
meaning into her words} 3 to use as a substitute for or in preference to 
another wntten or printed word, character, etc <— hurry for harry) 4 
to indicate (the thermometer zero} 5a to sense the /ncaning of 
(information stored or recorded on punched cards, m a computer mem- 
ory, etc) b esp of a computer to take (information) from storage - vi la 
to perform the act of reading, read sthg b(l) to learn about sthg by 
reading • usu t up ^'-ing up on astronomy} (2) to study a subject in 
order to qualify tor <'to ^ for the Bar} 2 to yield a (particular) meaning 
or impression when read (Hebrew ^s from nght to left} (the poem 
rather badly) [ME reden to advise, interpret, read, fr OE rredan, akin to 
OHG ratan to advise. Ok aranskein to fit - more at 'arm] 

‘read /reed/ n 1 sthg to read with reference to the interest, enjoyment, 
etc It provides < the hook is a tcrnfic ^ ) 2 chiefly Br a penod of reading 
a ^ and went to bed early} 

’read /red/ adj instructed by or informed through reading 
< well-read) (widely in contemporary literature} 
readable /‘reeddbl/ adj 1 legible 2 pleasurable or interesting to read ~ 
readably adv, readability /-'bibti/, readableness n 
reader /'reed.V n la one appointed to read to others, esp i ay rfader 
b(l) one who reads and corrects proofs (2) one who evaluates manu- 
scripts 2 a member of a British university stafT between the ranks of 
lecturer and professor 3 a device that reads or displays coded information 
on a tape, microfilm, punched cards, etc 4 a usu instructive (introduc- 
tory) hook or anthology ['read + ’-fr] 

readership /'rceda.ship/ n 1 the office, duties, or position of a (univer- 
sity) reader 2 sing or pi in constr a collective body of readers, esp the 
readers of a particular publication or author [reader -ship] 
readily /’rcdali/ adv 1 without hesitating (he - accepted advice)> 2 
without much difficulty (for reasons that anyone could understand} 
['RIADS + -n) 

reading /'reeding/ n la matenal read or for reading (his biography 
makes fine - > b the extent to which a person has read (a man of wide 
- c an event at which a play, poetry, etc is read to an audience d an 
act of formally reading a bill that constitutes an^of 3 successive stages 
of approval by a legislature, specif Parliament — ^ l aw 2a a form or 
version of a {^articular (passage in a) text (the generally accepted - > b 
the value indicated or data produced by an instrument (CKamined the 
thermometer 3a a particular interpretation <^what is your - of the 
situation'^} b a particular performance of sthg (e g a musical work) 
'reading .desk n a desk designed to support a book in a convenient 
position for a (standing) reader 

'reading .room n a room m a library, club, etc with facilities for reading 
or study 

'read, out /-.owt/ n (a device used for) the removal of information from 
storage (e g in a computer memory or on magnetic tape) for display in an 
understandable form (eg as a printout), also the information displayed 
Veady /'redi/ adj la prepared mentally or physically for some expenence 
or action b prepared or available for immediate use (dinner is — ) (had 
little ' ^ash} 2a(I) willingly disposed to agree to his proposaf} (2) 
likely or about to do the spc*cified thing <- to cry with vexation} b 
spontaneously prompt (always has a ^ answer} (a — wit} c (presump- 
tuously) eager (he is very - with his criticism} (^ acceptance} (ME 
redy, akin to OHG reiti ready, Goth garaiths arrayed, Gk aranskein to 
fit more at 'arm] - readiness n 
‘ready vt to make ready 

’ready n (ready) money - sometimes pi with sing, meaning, infml - at/to 
the ready 1 of a gun prepared and in the position for immediate aiming 
and firing 2 'ready lb 

*ready adv in advance (food that is bought - cooked} 

.ready-'made adj 1 made beforehand, esp for general sale or use rather 
than to individual specifications suits} 2 lacking onginality or 
individuality <- opinions} 2 readily avaihhk (her illness provided a - 
excuse} 

.ready 'reckoner n, Br an anthmctical table (eg a list of numbers 
multiplied by a fixed per cent) or set of tables for aid in calculating 
.ready-to-'wear adj. of a garment oflf-thc-peg 
reafforest /.rcc-a'forast/ M, chiefly Br to renew the forest cover of by 
seeding or planting ^ reafroresUtion /-'staysh( 3 )n/ n 
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reagent /n'ayj(3)nt/ n a substance that takes part in or bnngs about a 
particular chemical reaction, used csp to detect sthg [NL reagent-, 
reagens, prp of reagere to react - more at react] 

*real /reel, nal/ adj 1 of or being fixed or immovable property (e g land 
or buildings) 2a not artificial, fraudulent, illusory, fictional, etc. also 
being precisely what the name implies, genuine b of practical or everyday 
concerns or activities </e// university to live in the ^ worlds c belonging 
to or concerned with the set of real numbers <t/ie ^ roots of an equation} 
d formed by light rays converging at a point (a ^ image} - compare 
VIRTUAL 2 e measured by purchasing power rather than the paper value 
of money <<^ income} f complete, great - used chiefly for emphasis <a 
^ surprise} [ME, real, relating to things (in law), fr MF, fr ML & LL. 
ML realis relating to things (in law), fr LL, real, fr L res thing, fact, akin 
to Skt rai property] - realness n 

“real n - for real m earnest, scnously ^they were righting for real) 
*raal adv, chiefly NAm A Scot very 

*raal /ray'ahl/ n, pi reals, reales /-lays/ (a coin representing) a former 
money unit of Spain and Spanish colonies [Sp, fr real royal, fr L regahs 
- more at royal] 

'raal a,stata n property in buildings and land 
raalgar /n'alga/ n an orange-red mineral consisting of arsenic sulphide 
[ME, fr ML, fr Catal, fr Ar rahj al-ghar powder of the mine] 
raalign /,ree-a'lien/ vt to reorganize or make new groupings of [rl- » 
align] - realignment n 

raalism /'ree,liz(3)m, 'na-/ n 1 amcem for fact or reality and rejection 
of the impractical and visionary 2 the belief that objects of sense 
perception have real existence independent of the mind 3 fidelity in art, 
literature, etc to nature and to accurate representation without idealiza- 
tion - realist adj or n, realistic /-'listik/ adj, realistically adv 
raality /n'alati/ it 1 being real 2a a real event, entity, or state of affairs 
</ii5 dream became a b the totality of real things and events (trying 
to escape from - in reality as a matilr of fact 
realize, -ise /reeliez, ‘na-/ vt la to convert into actual fact, accomplish 
(finally '^d his goal} b to cause to seem real (a book in which the 
character* are carefully ^d> 2a to convert into actual money his 
assets} b to bnng or get by sale, investment, or effort (the painting will 
^ several thousand pounds} 3 to be fully aware of (she did not ^ the 
risk he was taking} 4 to play or wntc (music) in full (e g from a figured 
ba5») [F reiser, fr MF ^eahser, fr real real] ~ realizable adj, realization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

reelly Aeeli. 'nali/ adv la in reality, actually <Jjd he ^ say that'^y(not 
very difTicult ^ > b without question, thoroughly < cold weather} < -- 
hates him} 2 more correctly - used to give force to an injunction (you 
should have asked me first} 3 - expressing surprise or indignation 
<‘s/ie wants to marry him ' ‘ Really*’’ you’re being ndiculous} 
realm /relm/ /i I a kingdom 2 a sphere, domain - often pi with sing 
meaning (within the of possibility} [ME rcalme, fr OF, modif of L 

regimen rule - more at regimfn] 

jeal 'number n a number (e g a square root of a positive number, an 
integer, or pi) that does not include a part that is a multiple of the square 
root of minus one - compare cgmelfa niimhfr 
realpolitik /ray'ahlpoliteck, ray'al-/ n politics based on practical factors 
rather than on moral objectives [G, fr real practical « politik politics] 
.real 'praaartce n, often cap RAP the doctrine that Chnst's body and 
blood are actually present in the Euchanst - compare transursian 

TIATION 

,raal 'tennis n a game played with a racket and ball in an irregularly- 
shaped indoor court divided by a net 

.real-time adj being or involving the almost instantaneous processing, 
presentation, or use of daU by a computer 
realtor Aeelta, -taw, 'nal-/ n, NAm a real estate agent, csp a member 
of the National Association of Real Estate Boards 
realty Aeelti, 'nal-/ n reai estail [real + -ty (as m property)] 
'ream /reem/ n 1 a quantity of paper equal to 20 quires or variously 480. 
500, or 5 16 sheets 2 a great amount (e g of sthg written or pnnted) - usu 
pi with sing, meaning (composed ^ s o/* poetry} [ME reme, fr MF ramie, 
fr Ar riztnah, lit., bundle] 

‘ream vt 1 to enlarge or widen (a hole) with a reamer 2 NAm to press 
the juice from (a citrus fruit) [perh fr (assumed) ME dial remen to open 
up. fr OE dial, reman-, akin to OE ryman to open up, rum room - more 
at room] 

reamer Aeema/ n la rotating finishing tool with cutting edges used to 
enlarge or shape a hole 2 NAm lemon squeezer [’ream + ’-er] 
reap /reep/ vt la to cut (a crop) with a sickle, scythe, or reaping machine; 
aho to harvest thus b to clear (e g a field) of a crop by reaping 2 to obtain 


or win, csp as the reward for effort (to - lasting benefits from study} vi 
to reap sthg [ME repen, fr OE reopan, akin to OE raw, new row - more 
at *Row] - reaper n 

'rear /m/ vt 1 to build or construct 2 to raise upnght 3a to breed and 
tend (an animal) or grow (e g a crop) for use or sale b bring up 1 ^ vi 
1 to nse to a height 2 of a horse to nse up on the hind legs [ME reren, 
fr OE rieran, akin to ON reisa to raise, OE nsan to nse] - rearer n 
‘rear n 1 the back part of sthg eg a the part (e g of an army) away from 
the enemy b the part of sthg located opposite its front (the ^ of a house} 
c the buttocks 2 the space or position at the back (moved to the — > [prob 
fr rear- (in such terms as rear guard)] 

‘rear adj at the bacl^^a ^ window} - rearmost adj 
.rear 'admiral n -l.f' rank 

’rear, guard /-.gahd/ adj of vigorous resistance in the face of defeat (a 
- action} 

'rear .guard n a military detachment for guarding the rear of a mam body 
or force, esp dunng a retreat [ME reregarde, fr MF, fr OF, fr rere 
backward, behind (fr L retro) + garde guard - more at reiro-] 
rearm /.ree'ahm/ vt to arm (c g a nation or military force) again, esp with 
new or better weapons ^vi to become armed again - rearmament 
/-mamant/ n 

.rearview 'mirror /-vyooh/ n a mirror (e g in a motor car) that gives 
a view of the area behind a vehicle 

’’rearward /-.wood/ n the rear, esp the rear division (c g of an army) (to 
of the mam column} [ME rerewardc, fr AF. akin to Oh reregarde rear 
guard] 

‘'rearward /-wood/ adi located at or directed towards the rear [‘rear » 
-ward] 

'rearwards /-woodz/ also rearward adv at or towards the rear, back- 
wards 

’reason /’reez(a)n/ n la (a statement offered as) an explanation or 
justification b a rational giound or motive gihid - to act soon} c that 
which makes some phenomenon intelligible, cause ^wanted to know the 
^ for earthquakes} 2a(I) the power of comprehending, mfernng, or 
thinking, esp m orderly rational ways, intelligence (2) proper exercise of 
the mind b sanity (lost his - > [ME rcsoun, fr OF raison, fr L ration-, 
rMio reason, compulation, akin to Goth ^aratbian to count, L reri to 
calculate, think, Gk aranskem to fit - more at 'arm) - within reason 
within reasonable limits - with reason with good cause 
‘reason vi 1 to use the faculty of reason so as to arrive at conclusions 2 
•to talk or argue with another so as to influence his/her actions or opinions 
(can't ^ with them > ~vi 1 to persuade or influence by the use of reason 
<-^ed myself out of such fears) 2 to fonriulate, assume, analyse, or 
conclude by the use of reason - often * out (to out a plan} - 
reasoner n 

reasonable /’ree7(a)nabl/ adj la m accord with reason (a ^ theory} 
b not extreme or excessive < ~ requests} c moderate, fair <a ^ h(jss)(-^ 
weather} d inexpensive 2a having the faculty of reason, rational b 
sensible - reasonableness n, reasonably adv 

reasoning /'reez(3)mng/ n the drawing of inferences or conclusions 
through the use of reason 

reassure /.ree a'shooo. -'shaw/ vt 1 to assure anew < ~ d him that the 
work was satisfactory} 2 to restore confidence to (I was ---A by his 
promise} - reasxurance n, reassuringly adv 

rebarbative /n'bahbaliv/ adj repellent, unattractive - fml [F rcbarbatif, 
fr MF, fr rebarber to be repellent, fr re i barbe beard, fr L barba ~ more 
at DFARO] 

’rebate /'reebayl/ n 1 a return of part of a payment (tax ->) 2 a 
deduction from a sum before payment, a discount (10% [F rabat, 
fr MF rubattre to beat down again, reduce, fr OF, fr re- ^ abattre to beat 
down, fr a- (fr L ad-) * battre to beat, fr L battuere - more at 
batilk] 

‘rebate /'rabit, 'reebayt/ vt or n (to) rabbet [by alter ] 
rebec, rebeck /'reebek/ n a medieval pear-shaped usu 3-stnnged musical 
instrument played with a bow [MF rebec, alter Of OF rebebe, fr OProv 
rebeb, fr Ar rebab] 

’rebel freb'i/ adj 1 m rebellion 2 of rebels (the ^ camp} [ME, fr OF 
rebelle, fr I, rebellis, fr re- i bellum war, fr OL duellum - more at 
duel] 

‘rebel n one who rebels against a government, authority, convention, 
etc 

‘rebel /ri'bel/ vi -IF la to oppose or disobey (one in) authority or control 
b to resist by force the authonty of one’s government 2a to act in or show 
opposition <'^ led against the conventions of polite society} b to feel or 
exhibit anger or revulsion <^led ar the injustice of life} 
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rebellion /ri’beiysn/ n 1 opposition to (one in) authority or dominance 
2 (an instance oO open armed resistance to an established government 
rebellious /nTielyW adj la in rebellion troops} b (charactenstic) 
of or inclined towards rebellion <a — speech} (a ^ people} 2 RtFRAt 
TORY I - rebelliously adv, rebelliousneu n 

rebirth /.rce'buhth/ n la a new or second birth b spiritual regeneration 
2 a renaissance, revival (a ^ of nationalism} 

rebore /.ree'baw/ vt to enlarge and renew the bore of a cylinder in (an 
intemal-combustion engine) - rebore /'-,*/ n- 

reborn /.rcc'bawn/ adj born again; regenerated, specif spiritually 
renewed 

Vebound /n'bownd/ vi 1 to spnng back (as iQ on collision or impact with 
another body 2 to return with an adverse effect to a source or starting 
point (jheir hatred ^ cd on themselves} [ME rebounden, fr MF rehondir, 
fr OF, fr re- f bondir to bound - more at ’bound] 

’rebound /"rccibownd. also n'bownd/ n la a rebounding, recoil b a 
recovery (a sharp ^ in prices} 2 a shot (e g in basketball or soccer) that 
rebounds - on the rebound (whilst) in an unsettled or emotional state 
resulting from setback, frustration, or crisis <on the rebound from an 
unhappy love affair} 

rebuff /n'buf/ vt or n (to) snub [vb MF rebiiffer, fr Olt nbuffare to 
repnmand, n fr vb] 

rebuke /n'byoohk/ vt or n (to) reprimand (vb ME rebuken, fr ONF 
rebuker, n fr vb] 

rebus /'rcebas/ n (a riddle using) a representation of words or syllables 
by pictures that suggest the same sound [L, by things, abl pi of res thing 
- more at 'rlal] 

rebut /n'but/ vt !♦* 1 to drive back, repel 2 to disprove or expose the 
falsity of, refute [ME lebuten, fr OF reboter, fr re- + boter to butt more 
at 'butt] - rebuttable adj, rebuttal n 
Rebutter /n'buta/ n a defendant’s answer to a plaintifTs surrejoinder 
[AF rebuter, fr OF reboter to rebut] 

’rebutter n a refutation [rthui ^ ’-i.k] 

recalcitrant /ri'kalsitrant/ adj 1 obstinately defiant of authonty or 
restraint 2 difficult to handle or control [LL recalcitrant-, recaJcitrans, 
prp of recalcitrarc to be stubbornly disobedient, fr L, to kick back, fr le- 
t calcitrare to kick, fr calc-, calx heel] - recalcitrance n, recalci- 
trant n 

'recall /n'kawl/ vt la to call or summon back <^cd their ambassador} 
b to bring back to mind <'S his early years) 2 to cancel, revoke - 

recallable adj 

’recall /n'kawl, 'rec.kawl/ /) 1 a call or summons to return of 

workers after a layoff} 2 remembrance of what has been learned or 
experienced </?jd almost perfect visual — > 3 the act of revoking or the 
possibility of being revoked 4 the ability (c g of an information retneval 
system) to retneve stored maicnal 

recant /n'kant/ vt to withdraw or repudiate (a statement or belieO 
formally and publicly, renounce -- n to make an open confession of error, 
esp to disavow a religious or political opinion or belief [L recantarc, fr 
re- f cantare to sing - more at chant] recantation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 
'recap /'ree.kap/ vt -pp- NAm to partially retread (a worn pneumatic tyre) 
[re- + ^cap] - recappable /-'kapabl/ adj 
’recap /'rcc.kap, n'kap/ vb -pp- to recapitulate [by shortening) - recap 
/■-.-/ n , 

recapitulate /.recka'pityoolayt/ vb to repeat the pnncipal points or 
stages of (e g an argument or discourse) in summing up [LL recapitulatus, 
pp of recapitulare to restate by heads, sum up, fr L re- » capitulum 
division of a book] 

recapitulation /,reek3pityoo'laysh(a)n/ n 1 recapping; a concise sum- 
mary 2 the supposed occurrence in the development of an embryo of 
successive stages resembling the series of ancestral types from which the 
organism has evolved 3 a modified repetition of the mam themes forming 
the third section of a musical movement wntten in sonata form 
recapture /.ree'kapeha/ vt la to capture again b to expenence again <^to 
the atmosphere of the past} 2 NAm to take (excess earnings or profits) 
by law - recapture n 

recast /.rce'kahst/ vt recast to cast again <- a gun} <- a play}, also 
to remodel, refashion (^s his political image to fit the times} - recast 
/■-,-/ n 

'recce /reki/ n a reconnaissance - infml [by shortening & alter.] 
’recce vb recceing; recced, recceed to reconnoitre - infml [by shortening 
A alter.] 

'recede /n'seed/ vi la to move back or away; withdraw b to slant 
backwards <a receding chin} 2 to grow less, smaller, or more distant; 


dimmish (fears that demand will -- > (hope - d> [L recedere to go back, 
fr re- ♦ cedere to go - more at CFDt] 

’recede /.ree'seed/ vt to cede (e g land) back to a former possessor [rr- 
V cede] 

'receipt /n'seet/ n 1 the act or process of receiving (please acknowledge 
~ of the goods} 2 sthg (e g goods or money) received - usu p! with sing, 
meaning (took the days's to the bank} 3 a written acknowledgment 
of having received goods or money [ME receite, fr ONF, fr ML recepta, 
prob fr L, ncut pi of receptus, pp of recipere to receive] 

’receipt vt to give a receipt for or acknowledge, esp in« writing, the 
receiving of 

receive /n'seev/ vt la to (willingly) come into possession of or be 
provided with b to accept for consideration, give attention to (had to ^ 
their unwanted attentions} a petition} 2a to act as a receptacle or 
container for, also to take (an impression, mark, etc) b to assimilate 
through the mind or senses new ideas} 3a to permit to enter; admit 
< ^ d into the priesthood} b to welcome, greet, also to entertain c to act 
in response to (how did she ^ the offer^ (well -^6 on his tour} 4 to 
accept as authoritative or true <--d wisdom} 5a to take the force or 
pressure of (these pillars ^ the weight of the roof) b to suffer the hurt 
or injury of a broken nose} 6 to be the player who returns (the service 
of his/her opponent) in tennis, squash, etc 7 to convert (an incoming 
signal, esp radio waves) into a form suitable for human perception vt 
to be a recipient eg a to be at home to visitors b to accept stolen goods 
[ME rcceiven, fr ONF recetvre, fr L recipere, fr re- ^ capere to take - 
more at hlavt] - receivable adj 

Re.ceived Pronunci'ation n a form of nonlocal Bntish English 
pronunciation used by many educated Bntish people, esp those who have 
attended public schools, and usu by the BBC 
Re.ceived 'Standard n. chiefly NAm rlcfivfd pronunciation 
re'ceiver /ri'seeva/ n 1 a person appointed to hold in trust and adminis- 
ter property of a bankrupt or insane person or property under litigation 
- compare official reclivf.r 2 one who receives stolen goods 3a a 
radio, television, or other part of a communications system that receives 
the signal -7?^ illfvision b the part of a telephone that contains the 
mouthpiece and earpiece [rlcfivf » ^-fr] - receivership n 
recension /n'sen$h(3)n/ n 1 a cntical revision of a text 2 a revised text 
[L recension-, reccnsio enumeration, fr recensere to review, fr re- -v 
censere to assess, tax] 

recent /'recs(a)nt/ adj la of a time not long past (the election} b 
having lately come into existence (the snow} 2 cap of or being the 
present or post -Pleistocene geological epoch tvoi ution [MF or L; 
MF, fr I recent-, rccens, akin to Gk kainos new] - recency /-si/, 
recentnets i, recently adv 

receptacle /n'septakl/ n 1 an object that receives and contains sthg 1 
the end of the flower stalk of a flowering plant upon which the floral 
organs are borne — ^ plant [L receptaculum, fr receptare to receive, 
fr receptus, pp of recipere to receive] 

reception /n'scpsh(3)n/ n 1 receiving or being received eg a an 
admission (his - into the church} b a response, reaction (the play md 
with a mixed c the receiving of a radio or television broadcast 2 a 
formal social gathenng dunng which guests are received 3 Br an office 
or desk where visitors or clients (e g to an office, factory, or hotel) are 
received on arnval [ME recepcion, fr MF or L, MF reception, fr L 
reception-, receptio, fr receptus, pp of recipere] 
receptionist /n'sepshamst/ n one employed to greet and assist callers 
or clients 

re'ception .room n 1 a waiting rcK^m for dental or medical patients 3 
a room used pnmanly for the reception of guests or visitors 
receptive /n'septiv/ adj 1 open and responsive to idea.s, impressions, or 
suggestions 2 able to receive and transmit stimuli; sensory - receptively 
adv, receptiveness n, receptivity /.reesep'tivati/ n 
receptor /n'septa/ n 1 a cell or group of cells that receives stimuli; sfnse 
ORGAN 2 a molecule or group of molecules, esp on the surface of a cell, 
that have an affinity for a particular chemical (e g a neurotransmitier) 
'recess /n'ses, 'reeses/ n 1 a hidden, secret, or secluded place - usu pi 
(illuminating the ~es of Amencan politics - TLS) 2a an indentation or 
clef) (e g in an anatomical or geological structure) b an alcove (a pleasant 
~ lined with books} 3 a suspension of business or activity, usu for a 
period of rest or relaxation (Parliament is in ^ >, specif, NAm a break 
between school clas.ses [L recessus, fr recessus, pp of recedere to 
recede] 

’recess /n'ses/ vt 1 to put in a recess ed lighting} 2 to make a recess 
in 3 chiefly NAm to interrupt for a recess ^ vi , chiefly NAm to take a 
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recetsion /n'$esh(9)n/ n 1 a withdrawal 2 the withdrawal of clergy and 
choir at the end of a church service 3 a period of reduced economic 
activity recessional, recessionary adj 

recessional /n'$esh(3)nl/ n a hymn or musical piece at the conclusion 
of a church service 

recessive /n'sesiv/ adj 1 receding or tending to recede 2 being the one 
of a pair of (genes determining) cimtrasting inhented charactenstics that 
IS suppressed if a dominant gene is present - compare dominant 4 - 

reccssively adv 

recharge /.ree'chahj/ vi to charge again, esp to renew the active 
matenals in (a storage battery) - recharge /'-/ n, rechargeable adj 
rgchauffg /ray'shohfay {Fr rejofe)/ n 1 a warmed-up dish of fo(^ 2 
a rehash [F] 

recherchg /ra'sheashay (Fr raferje)/ adj 1 exotic, rare <^discusses all 
manner of words - common, ~ , and slang - New Yorker^ 2 precious, 
affected (his highbrow talky [F] 

recidivist /n'sidivist/ n one who relapses, specif into cnminal behaviour 
[F recidiviste, fr ricidiver to relapse, fr ML recidivare, fr L reetdivus 
recurring, fr recidere to fall back, fr re- ^ cadere to fall - more at c h ANCt] 
- recidifism n, recidivist, recidivistic /-'vistik/ adj 
recipe /'resipi/ n 1 prescripiion 3 2a list of ingredients and instruc- 
tions for making sthg, specif a food dish 3 a procedure for doing or 
attaining sthg <a for success} [L, take, imper of recipere to take, 
receive - more at receive] 

recipient /n'sipi-ant/ n sby who or sthg that receives [L recipient-, 
reapiens, prp of recipere] - recipient adj 
Veciprocel /n'siprakl/ adj 1 esp of mathematical functions inversely 
related 2 shared, felt, or shown by both sides love} 3 consisting of 
or functioning as a return in kind (did not expect ^ benefit} 4 mutually 
corresponding, equivalent <-» trade agreements} [L reciprocus returning 
the same way, alternating, irreg fr re- + pro-] - reciprocally adv 
^reciprocal n 1 either of a pair of numbers (e g ^' 2 ) that when 
multiplied together equal 1 (the ^ of 2 is 05} 2 the inverse of a number 
under multiplication 

re,ciprocai 'pronoun n a pronoun (e g each other) used to denote 
mutual action or relationship 

reciprocate /n'sipra,kayt/ vt 1 to give and take mutually 2 to return 
in kind or degree (^ a compliment gracefully} ^vi 1 to make a return 
for sthg <we hope to ^ for your kindness} 2 to move forwards and 
backwards alternately (a reciprocating valve} - reciprocator n, recipro* 
cative /-kativ/ adj, reciprocation /-'kaysh(a)n/ adj 
re.ciprocating 'engine /n'sipra,kayting/ n an engine in which the 
to-and>fro motion of a piston is transformed into circular motion of the 
crankshaft 

reciprocity /,resi'prosati/ n 1 mutual dependence, action, or influence 
2 a mutual exchange of privileges, specif between countries or institutions 
['reoprocal + -ity] 

recital /n'sietl/ /i la a reciting b a detailed account (a ^ of her 
troubles} c a discourse, narration 2 a concert or public performance 
given by a musician, small group of musicians, or dancer - recital- 
lat n 

recitative /.resiu'tecv/ n (a passage delivered in) a rhythmically free 
declamatory style for singing a narrative text [It recitativo, fr recitare to 
recite, fr LJ - recitative /n'sietativ/ adj 
recite /n'siet/ vt 1 to repeat from memory or read aloud, esp before an 
audience 2 to relate in detail, enumerate <~d a catalogue of offences} 
^ vi to repeat or read aloud sthg memorized or prepared [ME reciten to 
state formally, fr MF or L, MF reciter to recite, fr L recitare, fr re- + 
citare to summon - more at cite] - reciter n, recitation 
/.resi'taysh(3)n/ n 

reck /rek/ vt 1 to take account of (he little ^ ed what the outcome might 
be} 2 to matter to; concern (what '--sit me that I shall die tomorrow?} 
USE archaic or poetic [ME recken to take heed, fr OE reccan\ akin to 
OHG ruohhen to take heed] 

rpckICM /'reklis/ adj marked by lack of proper caution, careless of 
consequences dnving}('-' courage} - recklculy adv, reckless- 

reckon /'rekan/ vt la to count - usu + up b to estimate, compute (^ 
the height of a building} c to determine by reference to a fixed basis (the 
Gregorian calendar is '-ed from the birth of Christ} 2 to consider or 
think of in a specified way (she is - ed the leading expert} 3 to suppoM, 
think (I - they're not coming} 4 to esteem highly (the boys - him 
because he's oik of the lads} - infml -vi I to settle accounts 2 to make 
a calculation 3 to place reliance (Fm - ing on your support} [ME 
rekenen, fr OE -recenian (as in gerecenian to narrate); akin to OE reccan] 


- reckon with to take into account, esp because formidable - reckon 
without to fail to consider; ignore 

reckoning /'rekaning/ n la a calculation or counting b an account, bill 
2 a settling of accounts (day of — } 3 an appraisal 

reclaim /n'klaym/ vt 1 to rescue or convert from an undesirable state, 
reform 2 to make available for human use by changing natural conditions 
<-^ed marshland} 3 to obtain from a waste product [ME reclamcn, fr 
OF reclamer to call back, fr L reclamare to cry out against, fr re- -♦ 
clamare to cry out - more at claim] - reclaimable adj, reclamation 
/,rekb'maysh(9)n/ n, reclamator /'rekbmayta. n'klamata/ n 

rtelame /.ray'klahm (Fr rekla:m)/ n public acclaim [F, advertising, fr 
rSclamer to appeal, fr OF reclamer] 

recline /n'klien/ vb 1 (to cause or permit) to incline backwards (—dthe 
seat a little} 2 to place or be in a recumbent position; lean, repose <^^5 
her head on the pillow} [ME reclinen, fr MF or L; MF recliner, fr L 
rechnare, fr re- + clinare to bend - more at 'lean] 

recluse /n'kloohs/ n or adj (sby) leading a secluded or solitary life [adj 
ME. fr OF reclus, lit., shut up. fr LL reclusus, pp of recludere to shut up, 
fr L re- f claudere to close - more at ^cldse, n fr adj] - reclusive adj, 
reclusion /-zh(3)n/ n 

recognition /,rekag‘nish(3)n/ n 1 recognizing or being recognized e g 
a (formal) acknowledgment (e g of a government or claim) b perception 
of sthg as identical with sthg already known in fact or by description (— 
of a former fnend}(— of a fine claret} 2 special notice or attention (a 
water who has received much —} 3 the sensing and coding of printed 
or wntten data by a machine ( optical character — y (machine — of 
handwntten characters} [L recognition-, recognitio, fr rccognitus, pp of 
recognosccrc] 

recognizance /n'kogni7(a)ns/ n (the sum pledged as a guarantee for) 
a bond entered into bef^ore a court or magistrate that requires a person to 
do sthg (e g pay a debt or appear m court at a later date) [alter of ME 
reconis,saunce, fr MF rcconoissance recognition, fr reconoistre to recog- 
nize] 

recogn ize, -ise /'rekagniez/ vt la to perceive to be sthg or sby 
previously known or encountered <,^d the word} b to perceive clearly 
< ^ d his own inadequacy} 2a to show appreciation of (e g by praise or 
reward) b to acknowledge acquaintance with (—an old crony with a 
nod} c to admit the fact of (-s his obligation} 3a,to admit as being of 
a particular status or having validity < ^ d her as legitimate representa- 
tive} b to allow to speak in a meeting [modif of MF reconoiss-, stem of 
reconoistre, fr i. recognoscere, fr re- f cognoscere to know more at 
cixiNition] - recognizable adj, recognizably adv, recognizability 
Aza’bibti/ n 

Vecoil /n'koyl/ vi 1 to shnnk back physically or emotionally (eg in 
horror, fear, or disgust) 2 to spring back, rebound eg a to fly back into 
an uncompressed position (the spang ~cd> b esp of a firearm to move 
backwards sharply when fired 3 rebound 2 [ME reculen, fr OF reculer, 
fr re- « cul backside, fr L cuius] 

’recoil /'ree.koyl, ri'koyl/ n recoiling, esp the backwards movement of a 
gun on finng 

recollect /.rcka'lckt/ vt 1 to bring back to the level of conscious 
awareness, remember, recall 2 to bnng (onesclQ back to a state of 
composure or concentration vi to call sthg to mind [ML recollectus, 
pp of recolligere, fr L, to gather again] - recollection /-'lcksh(a)n/ n, 
recoliective /-tiv/ adj 

recombinant /.rce'kombinant/ adj 1 exhibiting genetic recombination 
progeny} 2 of or being DNA prepared in the laboratory by combin- 
ing pieces of DNA from several different species of organisms - recombi- 
nant n 

recombination /,reekombi'naysh(a)n/ n the formation of new combi- 
nations of genes in progeny that did not occur in the parents - recombina- 
tiotaai adj 

recommend /.reka'mend/ vt la to declare to be Worthy of acceptance 
or tnal (-ed the restaurant} b to endorse as fit, worthy, or competent 
(s her for the position} 2 to make acceptable (has other points to - 
It} 3 to advise (— that the matter be dropped} 4 archaic to entrust, 
commit <'-cd his soul to God} [ME recommenden to praise, fr ML 
recommendare, fr L re- f commendare to commend] - recommendabie 
adj, recommeMiation /-'daysh(a)n/ n, recommenditory /-'mend3t(a)n/ 
adj 

Vecompense /'rekampens/ vt 1 to give sthg to by way of compensation 
<^d him for his losses} 2 to make or amount to an equivalent or 
compensation for (a pleasure that -s our trouble} [ME recompensen, 
fr MF recompenser, fr LL recompensare, fr L re- + compensare to 
compensate] 
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’recompense n an equivalent or a return for sthg done. sufTered. or given 
(^offered in -- fQr injuncs} 

reconcile /'relonsiel/ vt la to restore to fnendship or harmony b to 
settle, resolve differences} 2 to make consistent or congruous an 
ideal with reality} 3 to cause to submit to or accept <M'a5 'o d to hardship/ 
[ME reconcden, fr MF or L, MF reconcilier, fr L reconciliare, fr re- ^ 
conciliare to conciliate] - reconcilable adj, reconciler /i, reconcilement , 
reconciliation /-,siiraysh(3)n/ n, reconciliatory /-‘sili-ai(a)n/ adj 
recondite /n'kondict, Vekon-/ adj (of or dealing with sthg) little known, 
abstruse, or obscure <t/ie -- literature of the Middle Ages} <a ^ subject'/ 
[L reconditus, pp of recondere to conceal, fr re- f condere to store up. 
fr com- 4 -dere to put - more at do] - reconditely adv, recondite- 
ness n 

recondition /.reekan'dishfaln/ vt to restore to good (working) condition 
(e g by replacing parts) 

reconnaissance /n'kon»s(3)ns/ n a preliminary survey to gam infor- 
mation, esp an exploratory military survey of enemy terntory or positions 
[F, lit , recognition, fr MF rctonoivsamr] 

reconnoitre, NAm reconnoiter /.rcka'noyta/ vb to make a reconnais- 
sance (oO [obs F reconnoitre, lit , to recognize, fr MF reconoistrc - more 
at RLCfKjNIZt] 

reconsider /.reekan'sida/ vb to consider (sthg) again with a siew to 
change, revision, or revocation - reconsideration /-‘raysh(3)n/ n 
reconstitute /ree'konstityooht, -chooht/ vt to constitute again or anew, 
esp to restore to a former condition by adding water < - powdered milk} 
reconstitution /-'tyoohsh(3)n/ n 

reconstruct Areckan'strukl/ vt la to restore to a previous condition b 
RFC RF ATF a < ^ ing m Jy'Uisaiir from its bones} 2 to reorganize, reestablish 
( - ing society during the postwar penotT) 3 to build up a mentdl image 
or physical representation of (c g a crime or a battle) from the available 
evidence - reconstructible adj, reconstruction /-‘struksh(a)n/ n 
'record /n'kawd/ vt la to commit to writing so as to supply written 
evidence b to state or indicate (as lO for a record f said he wanted to ^ 
certain reservations') c(l) to register permanently by mechanical or other 
means {earthquake shocks ^ed by a seismograph} (2) to indicate, read 
2 to give evidence of, show 3 to convert (c g sound) into a permanent form 
fit for reproduction ~ \i to record sthg [ME recorder, lit , to recall, fr 
OF recorder, fr L recordan, fr re- * cord-, cot heart - more at iilartJ 
- recordable adj 

’record /’rckawd, 'rekod/ n I the slate or fact of being recorded 2a sthg 
recorded or on which information, evidence, etc has been registered b 
sthg that recalls, relates, or commemorates past events or feats c .ui 
authentic official document d the official copy of the papers used in a law 
case 3a(l) a body of known or recorded facts regarding sthg or sby (2) 
a list of previous cnminal convictions b a performance, occurrence, or 
condition that goes beyond or is extraordinary among others of its kind, 
specif ihc best recorded performance in a competitive sport 4 (the sound 
recorded on) a flat usu plastic disc with a spiral groove whose undulations 
represent recorded sound for reprixluclion on a gramophone - off the 
record not for publication (^remarks that were off the record > ^ on record 
in or into the status of being known, published, or documented \he is on 
record as saying this} 

'record .dock n the apparatus including a turntable and stylus on which 
a gramophone record is played 

re, corded de'livery adv or n (by) a p<istal service available in the UK 
in which the delivery of a posted item is recorded 
recorder /n'kawda/ n 1 often cap a magistrate formerly presiding over 
the court of quarter sessions 2 any of a group of wind inslrumcnis 
consisting of a slightly tapenng tube with usu 8 finger holes and a 
mouthpiece like a whistle ['rlcord «■ ^-fr; (2) arch record (to practise 
a tune)] 

recording /n'kawding/ n sthg (eg sound or a television programme) 
that has been recorded electronically 

recordist /n'kawdist/ n one who records sound (eg on magnetic 
tape) 

'record .player /'rekawd, -kod/ n an clectronically-operaicd system for 
playing records; a gramophone 

'recount /n'kownt/ vt to relate in detail [ME recounten, fr MF reconter, 
fr re- + conter, compter to count, relate - more at ‘cx)LiNrJ 
’recount /.rce'kownt/ vt to count again [re- + count] 

’recount /'ree.kownt/ n a recounting, esp of votes 
recoup /n'koohp/ vt 1 to nghtfully withhold pan of (a sum due) 2a to 
get an equivalent for (e g losses) b to pay (a person, organization, etc) 
back; compensate 3 to regain <aij attempt to ^ his fortune} -- vi to make 


up for sthg lost [F recouper to cut back, fr OF, fr re- + couper to cut 

- more at ’copl] - recoupable adj 

recourse /n'kaws/ n 1 (a turning or rcsoning to) a source of help, 
strength, or protection </o have ^ to the Jaw} 2 the nght to demand 
payment [ME recours, fr MF, fr LL recursus, fr L, act of running back, 
fr recursus, pp of rccurrere to run back - more at rf.cur] 
recover /n'kuvs/ vt 1 to get back e g a to regain possession or use of 
(quickly -ed his senses} b rlclaim 2 2 to bring back to a normal 
position or condition (stumbled, then --ed himself} 3a to make up for 
one's costs} b to obtain by legal action damages} 4 to obtain 
from an ore, waste product, or by-product ^ vi to regain a normal or 
stable position or condition (eg of health) <-ing from a cold} [ME 
recoscren, fr MF rccoverer, fr L recuperare, akin to L recipere to receive 

- more at RFctivF] - recoverable adj, recoverability /-ra'bilati/ n 
recovery /n'kuv(a)n/ n a recovering e g a a return to normal health b 

a regaining of balance or control (e g after a stumble or mistake) c an 
economic upturn (e g after a depression) 

recreant /’rekn ant/ adj 1 cowardly 2 unfaithful to duty or allegiance 
USE fml or poetic [ME, fr MF, fr prp of recroire to renounce one’s cause 
in a trial by battle, fr re- croire to believe, fr L credere - more at crfld] 

- recreant n 

recreate /.reekn'ayt/ vt to create again e g a to reproduce so as to 
resemble exactly -f^^d an old frontier town for the film} b to visualize 
or create again in the imagination - recreatablc adj, recreation 
/-‘aysh(3)n/ n 

recreation /,rekn'aysh(3)n/ n (a means of) pleasurable activity, diver- 
sion, etc (his favounte was spying on his neighbours} [ME recreacion, 
fr MF recreation, fr L recreation-, recreatio restoration to health, fr 
recreatus, pp of recreare to create anew, restore, refresh, fr re- * creare 
to create] - recreational adj 

recriminate /n'knmi.nayt/ vi to indulge in bitter mutual accusations 
[ML recnminatus, pp of reenmmare, fr L re- + enminan to accuse - more 
at CR I Ml naif] - recriminative /-notiv/, recriminatory Anat(3)n/ adj, 
recrimination /-’naysh(a)n/ n 

recrudesce /.reekrooh'des/ u. of sthg undesirable, esp a disease to break 
out or become active again - fml [L recrudesccre to become raw again, 
fr re- * crudescere to become raw, fr crudus raw - more at raw] - 
recrudescence n, recrudescent adj 

'recruit /n'krooht/ n a newcomer to a field or activity, specif a newly 
enlisted member of the armed forces [F recrute, recrue fresh growth, new 
levy of soldiers, fr MF. fr recroistre to grow up again, fr L recrescere, fr 
re- • crcsirre to grow - more at t'RLscFNr] 

’recruit vt I) to enlist recruits for (eg an army, regiment, or society) 
(2) to enlist 1 1 |)erson) as a recruit b to secure the services of, hire 2 to 
replenish, renew to enlist new members - recruiter n, recruit- 
ment n 

rect-, recto- comb form rectum <recta/> [NL reefum] 
rectal /’rekt(3)l/ adj of, affecting, or near the rectum - rectally adv 
rectangle /'rektang gl/ n a parallelogram all of whose angles arc nght 
angles, esp one that is not a square —If mathlmatic'S [ML rectangulus 
having a nght angle, fr L rectus nght f angulus angle - more at right, 

'ANGir] 

rectangular /rek'tang gyoob/ adj 1 shaped like a rectangle (a ^ area} 
2a crossing, lying, or meeting at a nght angle axes} b having faces 

or surfaces shaped like rectangles (volume of a solid} <- blocks} - 

rectangularly adv, rectangularity /-'larati/ n 

rec.tangular co'ordinate/i a coordinate in a Cartesian system having 
axes per))endiculaT lo each other 

rectifier /'rekti,fic a/ n a device for converting alternating current into 
direct current [reciiiy t ^-er] 

rectify /’rekti.fic/ vt 1 to set nght. remedy (to mistakes} 2 to purify 
(e g alcohol), esp by repeated or fractional distillation 3 to correct by 
removing errors < -- the calendar} 4 to convert (alternating current) to 
direct current [ME rectificn, fr MF rectifier, fr ML rectificare. fr L rectus 
nght] - rectiflable adj, rectification /-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
rectilinear /.rekti'lim-a/ adj 1 (moving) in or forming a straight line 
motion} 2 charactenzed by straight lines [LL rectihncus, fr L rectus -v 
litiea line] - rectilinearly adv 

rectitude /'rekti.tyoohd/ n 1 moral integnty 2 correctness in judgment 
or procedure [ME, fr MF, fr LL rectitudo, fr L rectus straight, nght] 
recto /'rektoh/ n, pJ rectos a nght-hand page - compare verso [NL 
recto {folio) the page being straight] 
recto- - sec rect- 

rector /'rekia/ n la a clergyman in charge of a parish; speaf one in a 
Church of England pansh where the tithes were formerly paid to the 
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incumbent b a Roman Catholic pnesi directing a church with no pastor 
or one whose pastor has other duties 2 the head of a university or college 
(L, director, fr rectus, pp of regere to direct - more at 'right] -- rectorship 
n, rectorate /’rekt(a)rot/, rectorial /rek'tawri al/ adj 
rectory Ackt(o)ri/ n a rector’s residence or benefice 
rectrlx /reklnks/ n. pi rectrices /-seez/ any of a bird's tail feathers that 
are imporunt in controlling flight direction [NL, fr L, fern of rector 
director] 

rectum /’reklam/ n, pi rectums, recta /^ta/ the last part of the intestine 
of a vertebrate, ending at the anus digfstion [NL. fr rectum 
mtestinum, lit . straight intestine] 

rectus /'rektas/ n, pi recti /-tie/ any of several straight abdominal 
muscles [NL. fr rectus musculus straight muscle] 
recumbent /n'kumbant/ adj 1 in an attitude suggestive of repose 
(jcomfortably ^ against a tree} 2 lying down [L recumbent-, rccumbens, 
prp of recumbere to lie down, fr re- ^ -cumbere to he down (akin to L 
cubare to he, recline) - more at ^hip] - recumbency /-si/ n, recumbently 
adv 

recuperate /n'k(y)oohpa.rayt/ vt to regain rmancial Iosm's} ^ vi to 
regain a former (healthy) state or condition [L recuperatus, pp of 
recuperare - more at RFcxivta] - recuperation /-'raysh(a)n/ n, recupera- 
tive /■p(a)rativ/ adj 

recur /n'kuh/ vi -rr- to occur again, esp repeatedly or after an interval 
e g a to come up again for consideration (knew the difTiculties would only 
^ > b to come again to mind < ^ nng thoughts) (ME recurren to return, 
fr L recurrere, lit., to run back, fr re- currere to run - more at car] 

- recurrence /n'kurans/ n 

recurrent /n'kurant/ adj 1 esp of nerves and anatomical vessels running 
or turning back in a direction opposite to a former course 2 returning or 
happening repeatedly or penodically complaints) [L recurrent-, 
recurrens, prp of recurrere] - recurrently adv 
re«curring 'decimal /n'kuhnng/n a decimal in which a particular digit 
or sequence of digits repeats itself indefinitely at some stage after the 
decimal point 

recuraion /n'kuhsh(a)n/ n 1 a return 2 the repeated application of a 
particular mathematical procedure to the previous result to determine 
either a sequence of numbers or a more accurate approximation to a 
square root, fraction, etc [LL recursion-, recursio, fr recursus, pp of 
recurrere to run back] - recursive /-siv/ adj, recursively adv 
recurved /n'kuhvd/ adj curved backwards or inwards 
recusancy /'rekyooz(a)nsi/, recusance n refusal to accept or obey 
established authority, specif the refusal of Roman Catholics to attend 
services of the Church of England, a statutory olTence from about 1570 
until 1791 [recusant, n, fr L recusant-, recusans, prp of recusare to refuse, 
fr re- + causan to give a reason, fr causa cause, reason] - recusant n or 
adj 

recycle /.ree'sickl/ vt to pass through a senes of changes or treatments 
so as to return to a previous stage in a cyclic process, specif to process 
(sewage, waste paper, glass, etc) for conversion back into a useful product 
^ VI esp of an electronic device to return to an original condition so that 
operation can begin again - recyclable adj, recycler n 
Ved /red/ adj -dd- 1 of the colour red 2a flushed, esp with anger or 
embarrassment b bloodshot (eyes ^ from crying) c of hair or the coat 
of an animal in the colour range between a medium orange and russet or 
bay d tinged with or rather red (a ^ sky) 3 cap of a communist country, 
esp the Soviet Union 4 failing to show a profit (a ^ rinancial statement) 

- compare black 8 5a inciting or endorsing radical social or political 
change, esp by force b often cap communist USE (5) infml or derog [ME, 
fr OE read’, akin to OHG rot red. L ruber A rufus, Gk erythros] - reddish 
adj, reddishnesa n, redly adv, redness n 

*red n 1 a colour whose hue resembles that of blood or of the ruby or is 
that of the long-wave extreme of the visible spectrum 2 sthg that is of or 
gives a red or reddish colour 3 the condition of being financially in debt 
or of showing a loss - usu in in/out of the red, compare Ri ack 7 4 a red 
traffic light meaning ‘stop’ 5 b a revolutionary radical b cap a communist 
USE (5) chiefly derog 

redact /n'dakt/ vt to prepare for publication; edit [back-formation fr 
redactiM, fr F redaction, fr LL redaction-, redactio act of reducing, 
compressing, fr L redactus, pp of redigere to bnng back, reduce, fr re-, 
red- re- «■ agere to lead - more at agfi^] - redaction /n'daksh(3)n/ n, 

redactor n 

,rad 'admiral n a common N Amencan and European butterfly that has 
broad orange-red bands on the fore wings and feeds on nettles in the larval 
stage 


.red 'alga n any of many algae that are seaweeds with a predominantly 
red colour 

.red 'blood .cell, red cell n any of the haemoglobin-containing cells that 
carry oxygen to the tissues and are responsible for the red colour of 
vertebrate blood - compare whitf bkxid c fll 
.red 'blood .corpuscle, red corpuscle n kld blood ct ll 
.red-'blooded adj full of vigour, vmle 
'red.breast /-.brest/ n a robin 

'red, brick /-.brik/ n or adj (an English univen>ity) founded between 1800 
and WW II [fr the common use of red brick in the buildings of 
recently-founded universities] 

.red ‘campion n a red-flowered Eurasian plant of the pink family 
'red.cap /-.kap/ n \ Br a military policeman 2 NAm a (railway) 
porter 

.red 'carpet n a greeting or reception marked by ceremonial courtesy - 
usu in roll out the red carpet - red-carpet adj 
.red 'cedar n (the wood of) an American jumper 
.red 'cent n, chiefly NAm a tnvial amount, a whit (not worth a ^ > 
'red, coat /-.koht/ n a Bntish soldier, esp formerly when scarlet jackets 
were worn 

.red'eurrant A'kursnt/ n (the small red edible fruit oO a widely culti- 
vated European currant bush 

redd /red/ vt redded, redd chiefly NAm & Scot to set in order, make tidy 
[ME redden to clear, prob alter of ndden - more at rid] 
redden /‘rcd(^)n/ vt to make red or reddish ^ vi to become red, esp to 
blush 

redeem Zn'deem/ vt la to repurchase (c g sthg pledged or lodged as 
security against a sum of money) (to ^ a pawned nng) b to get or win 
back <^ed his losses of the previous night's gambling) 2 to free from 
what distresses or harms e g a to free from captivity by payment of 
ransom b to release from blame or debt i hoped to ^ himself by these 
heroics) c to free from the consequences of sin 3a to eliminate another’s 
right to (sthg) by payment of a debt b(l) to remove the obligation of (e g 
a bond) by making a stipulated payment (the government - s,ivings 
bonds on demand), specif to convert (paper money) into money in com 
(2) to convert (trading stamps, tokens, etc) into money or goods c to make 
good, fulfil <'-ed bis promise) 4a to atone for (to - an error) b(l) to 
offset the bad effect of (flashes of wit -eda dreary speech) (2) to make 
worthwhile, retrieve (no efl'orts of hers could - mch a hopek'ss under- 
taking) [ME redetnen, modif of MF redimer, fr L redimere, fr rc-. red- 
re- + emere to take, buy, akin to Lith imti to take] - redeemable adj 
‘Redeemer /n'deema/ n Jesus [rldllm • '-fr] 
redemption /n'dempsli(3)n, -'demsh(a)n/ n redeeming or being 
redeemed, also sthg that redeems [ME rcdempcioun, fr MF redemption, 
fr L redemption-, redemptio, fr redemptus, pp of redimere to redeem] - 
redemptive /-tiv/ adj 

redeploy /.reedi'ploy/ vb to transfer (eg troops or workers) from one 
area or activity to another - redeployment n 
redevelop /.reedi'vebp/ vt to design, develop, or budd again, specif to 
renovatc(a deteriorating or depressed urban area) - redeveloper n, 
redevelopment n 

.red 'giant n a star that has a low surface temperature and a large 
diameter relative to the sun 

.Red 'Guard n a member of a militant youth organization in China 
formed to preserve popular enthusiasm for the communist regime 
.red 'gum n (the hard reddish wood of or the reddish brown gum yielded 
by) any of several Australian eucalyptus trees 
,red-'handed adv or adj m the act of committing a enme or misdeed 
(caught -> 

'red, head /-.hed/ n a person with red hair - ridhesded adj 
.red 'heat n being red-hot, also the temperature at which a substance is 
red-hot 

.red 'herring n 1 a herring cured by salting and slow smoking to a dark 
brown colour 2 sthg irrelevant that distracts attention from the real issue 
[(2) fr the practice of drawing a red herring across a trail to confuse 
hunting dogs] 

,red-'hot adj 1 glowing with heat, extremely hot 2a ardent, passionate 
< ^ anger) b sensational; spec/Esalacious (this story of a Regency love 
affair) c fvJI of energy, vigour, or enterprise (a band) d arousing 
enthusiasm, rurrently extolled (a favounte for the National) 3 new, 
topical <'^ news) 

.red-hot 'poker n any of various S Afncan plants of the lily family with 
tall erect spikes of yellow flowers changing to bright red towards the 
top 

redia /'reedi-a/ n, pi redise /-di,ee/ also redlas a larva of any of vanous 
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parasitic trematode worms (hat either produces another generation of 
rediae or develops into a cercana [NL, fr Francesco Redi tl697 It 
naturalist] 

.Red 'Indian n a N Amencan Indian 

redingoto /'reding, goht/ n 1 an overcoat with a large collar worn, esp 
by men, in the 18th and 19th c 2 a woman’s lightweight coat with a 
cut-away front below the waist [F, modif of E nding coat] 
redirect /.reedi'rekt, -dic'rekt/ vt to change the course or direction of - 
redirection /-'reksh(3)n/ n 

.red 'lead /led/ n an orange-red to bnck-red lead oxide used in storage 
battery plates, in glass and ceramics, and as a paint pigment 
.red-'letter adj of special (happy) significance [fr the practice of marking 
holy days in red letters in church calendars] 

.red 'light n 1 a red warning light, esp on a road or railway commanding 
traffic to slop 2 a cautionary sign <saw her warning as a to potential 
troublemakers^ 

,red''light .district n a distnet having many brothels 

'red .man n a N American Indian - chiefly derog 

.red 'meat n dark-coloured meat (eg beef or lamb) - compare wmit 

MEAT 

.red 'mullet n mlhi.ft b 

redo /.ree'dooh/ vt redoes; redoing; redid; redone 1 to do over again 2 
to decorate (a room or interior of a building) anew 
.red 'ochre n a red earthy haematite used as a pigment 
redolent /'redabnt/ adj 1 full of a specified fragrance ^air ^ of 
seaweed) 2 evocative, suggestive <a city of antiquity) (ME, fr MF, 
fr L redolent ledolens, prp of redolere to emit a scent, fr re-, red- f olere 
to smell - more at oixfuk] - redolence n, redolently adv 
redouble /n'dubl, sense 2 ,ree-/ v6 redoubling /-'dubl ing, -'dubling/ 1 
to make or beceme g<f -jicr more numerous, or more intense <jto ^ our 
efforts) 2 to double (an opponent’s double) in bndge - redouble n 
redoubt /n'dowt/ n la small usu temporary enclosed defensive fortified 
structure 2 a secure place, a stronghold [F redoute, fr It ndotto, fr ML 
reduct us secret place, fr L, withdrawn, fr pp of reduccre to lead back - 
more at rkoucf] 

redoubtable /ri'dowtabl/ ad/ 1 formidable </i ^adversary) 2inspinng 
or worthy of awe or reverence [ME redoutahle. fr MF, fr redouter to 
dread, Ir re- ^ douter to doubt] - redoubUbly adv 
redound /n'downd/ vi 1 to have a direct effect, lead or contnbute to 
<c*a/j only to our advantage) 2 to rebound on or upon (^the President's 

behaviour ^ s on his Partyy USE fml [ME redounden to overflow, fr MF 
redonder, fr L rediindare, fr re-, red- re- ♦ unda wave - more at 
waifr] 

redox /'ree.doks/ adj of or involving both oxidation and reduction ^ 
reaction) [reduction + oxidation] 

,red 'pepper n ( ayfnni: I’tPfLK 

'red,poll / ,pol/ n any of several small finches that resemble and are 
closely related to the linnet ['poll] 

'red .poll n. often cap RAP any of a Bntish breed of large red hornless 
dairy and beef cattle ['poll] 

'redress /n'dres/ vt la to set nght <fo - social wrongs) b to make or 
exact reparation for 2 to adjust evenly, make stable or equal again </o ^ 
the balance of power) [ME redressen, fr MF redresser, fr OF redrecier, 
fr re- drecter to make straight - more at dress] 

^redress n 1 compensation for wrong or loss 2 the (means or possibility 
oO putting nght what is wrong 
.red 'salmon n a sockeye 

'red, shank /-.shangk/ n a common Old World wading bird with pale red 
legs and feet 

'red .shift n a displacement of the spectrum of a celestial body towards 
longer wavelengths, that is a consequence of the Doppler effect or the 
gravitational field of the source 
'red.skin /-.skin/ n a N Amcncan Indian - chiefly derog 
.red 'snow n snow coloured red by airborne dusts or by a growth of 
red-coloured algae 

.red 'spider n any of several small mites that attack crop plants 
.red 'squirrel n a reddikh brown Eurasian squirrel native to Bntish 
woodlands that is gradually being replaced by the grey squirrel 
'red, Start /-.stahi/ n a small Old World bird with chestnut tail and 
underparts [red h obs start (handle, tail), fr ME stert, fr OE steort] 
.red 'tape n excessively complex bureaucratic routine that results in delay 
[fr the red tape formerly used to bind legal documents in Bntain] 

.red 'tide n sea water discoloured and made toxic by the presence of large 
numbers of red-coloured protozoans 

reduce /n'dyoohs/ vr 1 to dimmish in size, amount, extent, or number, 


make less faxes) the likelihood of war) 2 to bnng or force to a 
specified stale or condition / was ^ d fo tears of frustration) 3 to force 
to capitulate <'«d Alexandna after a lengthy siege) 4 to bring to a 
systematic form or character < -- natural events to laws) 5 to correct (e g 
a fracture) by bnnging displaced or broken parts back into normal 
position 6 to lower in grade, rank, status, or condition (^d to the 
ranks) (^living in ^d circumstances) 7a to diminish in strength, density, 
or value b to lower the pnee of {shoes ^d in the sale) 8 to change the 
denominations or form of without changing the value fractions to a 
common denominator) 9 to break down by crushing, gnnding, etc 10a 
to convert (e g an ore) to a metal by removing nonmetallic elements b to 
combine with or subject to the action of hydrogen c to changft (an atom, 
molecule, ion, etc) from a higher to a lower oxidation state, esp by adding 
electrons ^ v; 1 to become diminished or lessened, esp to lose weight by 
dieting 2 to become reduced {feme iron to ferrous iron) [ME 
reducen to lead back, fr L reducere, fr re- + ducere to lead - more at ‘tow’ 

- reducer n, reducible adj, reducibility /-sa'bibti/ n 
re'ducing .agent /n'dyoohsing/ n a substance that reduces a chemical 
compound, usu by donating electrons 
reductant /n'duktant/ n rfducing agent 

reductio ad abaurdum /n,dukti-oh ad ab'suhdam/ n proof of the 
falsity of a proposition by revealing the absurdity of its logical conse- 
quences [LL, lit , reduction to the absurd] 

reduction /n'duksh(3)n/ n 1 a reducing or being reduced 2a sthg made 
by reducing, esp a reproduction (e g of a picture) in a smaller size b the 
amount by which sthg is reduced [ME reduccion restoration, fr MF 
reduction, fr LL &. L, LL reduction-, reductio reduction (in a syllogism), 
fr L, restoration, fr reductus, pp of reducere] - reductive /-tiv/ adj 
re'duction di, vision n (the first division oO meiosis of cells 
reductionism /n'duksh3,niz(d)m/ n a procedure or theory that reduces 
complex data or phenomena to simple terms, esp oversimplification - 
reductionist n or adj, reductionistic /-'nistik/ adj 
redundancy /n'dundansi/ n 1 being redundant 2 the part of a message 
(hat can be eliminated without loss of essential information 3 chiefly Br 
dismissal from a job 

redundant /n'dundant/ adj la superfluous b charactenzed by or 
containing an excess, specif excessively verbose <a literary style) 2 
serving as a backup so as to prevent failure of an entire system (e g a 
spacecraft) in the event of failure of a single component 3 chiefly Br 
unnecessary, unfit, or no longer required for a job [L redundant-, 
redundans, prp of redundare to overflow - more at rf.d(?und] - redun- 
dantly adv 

reduplication /,ree,dyoohpli’kaysh(d)n/ n 1 a doubling or reiterating 2 
(he doubling of (part oO a word with or without partial modification (e g 
in hocus pi\.'us or dilly-dally) - reduplicate /-kayl/ vt or /-kal/ adj, 
reduplicative /-kdtiv/ adj 

.red 'wine n a wme with a predominantly red colour denved dunng 
fermentation from the natural pigment in the skins of dark-coloured 
grapes 

'red.wing /-.wing/ n a Eurasian thrush with red patches beneath its 
wings 

'red.wood /-.wood/ n (the wood oQ a commercially important Califor- 
nian timber tree of the pine family that oflen reaches a height of lOOm 
(about 3(X)ft) 

reecho /.ree'ekoh/ vb reechoes; reechoing; reechoed vi to repeat or return 
an echo ^ vt to echo back; repeat 

reed /reed/ n la (the slender, oflen prominently jointed, stem oQ any of 
vanous tall grassc'^ that grow esp in wet areas b a person or thing too 
weak to rely on 2 a growth or mass of reeds, specif reeds for thatching 
3a a thin elastic tongue or flattened tube (c g of cane or plastic) fastened 
over an air opening in a musical instrument (e g an organ or clannet) and 
set in vibration by an air current b a woodwind instrument having a reed 
{the ^sofan orchestra) 4 a device on a loom resembling a comb, used 
to space warp yams evenly 5 a semicircular convex moulding that is usu 
I of several set parallel [ME rede, fr OE hreod; akin to OHG hnot reed, 
Lith kruteti to stir] 

'reed .bunting n a common Eurasian bunting that frequents marshy 
places 

'reed, mace /-.mays/ n any of a genus of tall reedy marsh plants with 
brown furry fruiting spikes 

'reed .organ n a keyboard wind instrument in which the wind acts on 
a set of reeds 

'reed .pipe n an organ pipe producing its tone by vibration of a beating 
reed in an air current 
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reeducate /.ree'edyookayt, -'ejcx>-/ y/ to rehabilitate through education 
- reeducative /-kativ/ adj, reeducation /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 
'reed .warbler n any of several Eurasian warblers that frequent marshy 
places 

reedy /‘recdi/ adj 1 full of, covered with, or made of reeds 2 slender, frail 
3 having the tonal quality of a reed instrument, esp thin and high 
'reef /reef/ n a ^art of a sail taken in or let out to regulate the area exposed 
to the wind ship [ME nff, fr ON nf\ 

*reef vt to reduce the area of (a sail) exposed to the wind by rolling up or 
taking in a ponion 

^reef n 1 a ndge of rocks or sand at or near the surface of water 2 a lode 
[D nf, prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON nf reef of a sail] - reefy adj 
'reefer /reefa/, 'reefer Jacket n a close-fitting usu double-breasted jacket 
of thick cloth pRtEi ^ '-cr) 

’reefer n joint 4 [prob fr 'ree/ (sthg rolled up) ‘-erj 
'reef .knot n a symmetncal knot made of 2 half-knots tied in opposite 
directions and commonly used for joining 2 pieces of matenal 
'reek /reck/ n 1 a strong or disagreeable smell 2 chiefly Scot & N Eng 
smoke, vapour [ME rek smoke, fr OE rec; akin to OHG rouh smoke] - 
reeky adj 

’reek vt 1 to emit smoke or vapour 2a to give off or become permeated 
with a strong or offensive smell b to give a strong impression (of some 
usu undesirable quality or feature) - ^ of or with <^an area that ^ s of 
poverty} (,man who — s of charm} 

'reel /reel, nal/ n a revolvable device on which sthg flexible ts wound e g 
a a small wheel at the butt of a fishing rcxl for winding the line b a flanged 
spool for photographic film, magnetic tape, etc c chiefly Hr a small spool 
for sewing thread [ME, fr OE hreol\ akin to ON hrxil weaver’s reed, Gk 
krekein to weave] 

’reel vt 1 to wind (as lO on a reel 2 to draw by reeling a line a fish 
in} 

’reel VI I to be giddy, be in a whirl <his mind was - mg> 2 to waver or 
fall back (e g from a blow) <f ^ ed hack in horror} 3 to walk or (appear 
to) move unsteadily (e g from dizziness or intoxication) [ME relen, prob 
fr reel, n] 

Veel n a reeling motion 

’reel n (the music for) a lively esp Scottish-Highland or Insh dance in 
which 2 or more couples perform a series of circular figures and winding 
movements [prob fr *reef] 

reel off vt 1 to tell or repeat readily and without pause f reeled off all 
the facts and figures} 2 to chalk up, usu as a senes <ro reel off 6 wins 
in succession} 

.reel'to-'reel adj of or utilizing magnetic tape passing between 2 reels that 
are unconnected and not in a cassette or cartndge <a tape recorder} 

Cl/* COMPUTER 

reentrant /.ree’entrant/ n or adj (an angle, point, etc) directed or 
pointing inwards 

reentry /.ree'entn/ n 1 the retaking of possession 2 a second or new 
entry <a -- visa}-, esp the return to and entry of the earth’s atmosphere 
by a space vehicle - reenter /-'enta/ vb 
'reeve /reev/ n a medieval English manor officer [ME reve, fr OE gerefa, 
fr ge- (associative prefix) -refa (akin to OE -rof number. OHG 
ruova)] 

’reeve vt rare /rohv/, reeved 1 to pass (e g a rope) through a hole or 
opening 2 to fasten by passing through a hole or round sthg 3 to pass 
a rope through (e g a block) [ongin unknown] 

’reeve n the female of the ruff [prob alter of ruff] 
ref /ref/ u referee 2 - infml 

refection /n'feksh(3)n/ ti (the taking oO a light meal - fml [ME 
refeccioun, fr MF refection, fr L refection-, refectio, fr refectus, pp of 
reftcere to restore, fr re- + facere to make - more at do] 
refectory /n'fekt(a)ri/ n a dining hall m an institution (e g a monastery 
or college) [LL refectonum, fr L refectus] 
refectory table n a long narrow dining table with heavy legs 
refer /ri'fuh/ vb -rr- vt la to explain in terms of a general cause < s their 
depression to the weather} b to allot to a specified place, stage, period, 
or category <to the fall of Rome to 4 JO ad> c to expenence (e g pain) 
as coining from or located in a different area from its source <iAe pain 
in appendicitis may be red to any area of the abdomen} 2 to send or 
direct for treatment, aid, information, testimony, or decision <ro ^ a 
patient to a specialist} < -«' s students to her other works} vi la to relate 
to sthg b to direct attention (by clear and specific mention); allude (the 
numbers ^ to footnotes} (no one ^ red to yesterday's quarrel} 2 to have 
recourse; glance briefly for information <^red frequently to his notes 


while speaking} [ME referren, fr I referre to bring back, report, refer, 
fr re- + ferre to carry - more at -bfar] - referable adj, referral n 
'referee /.refa'rce/ n 1 a person to whom sthg is referred- e g a one to 
whom a legal matter is referred for investigation or settlement b one who 
reviews a (technical) paper before publication c rfffrf-NCF 4a 2 an 
official who supervises the play and enforces the laws in any of several 
sports (c g football and boxing) 

’referee vb to act as a referee (in or for) 

'reference /'ref(3)rons/ n 1 relernng or consulting <^a manual designed 
for ready > 2 (a) bearing on or connection with a matter - often m 
in/with reference to 3 sthg that refers eg a an allusion, mention b sthg 
that refers a reader or consulter to another source of information (e g a 
book or passage) 4 one referred to or consulted c g a a person to whom 
inqumes as to character or ability can be made b a statement of the 
qualifications of a person seeking employment or appointment given by 
sby familiar with him/her e a source of information (e g a book or 
passage) to which a reader or inquirer is referred d a standard for 
measuring, evaluating, etc [rlier ^ -lnll] - referential /.ref3'rensh(3)l/ 
adj 

’reference vt to provide (eg a hook) with references to auihontics and 
sources of information 

‘reference .book n a book (eg a dictionary, encyclopedia, or atlas) 
intended pnmanly for consultation rather than for consecutive reading 
'reference .group n a group to which sby aspires or belongs that 
influences his/her attitudes and behaviour bv providing a source of 
compansoii 

'reference .mark n a conventional sign (e g * or t) to direct the reader's 
attention, esp to a footnote 

referendum /.refs'rendam/ n, pJ referendums also referenda /-da/ the 
submitting to popular vote of a measure proposed by a legislative btxly 
or by popular initiative, also a vote on a measure so submitted [NI . fr 
L, neut of referendum, gerundive of referre to refer] 
referent /'reff^lrant/ n the thing that a symbol (eg a word or sign) 
stands for [L referent-, referens, prp of referre] 

refill /'ree.fil/ n a fresh or replacement supply (tor a device) fa for a 
ballpoint pen} - refill /.ree'fil/ vb, refillable ATibbl/ adj 
refine /riTien/ vt 1 to free from impurities C ^ sugar} 2 to improve or 
perfect by pruning or polishing f - a poetic style} 3 to free from 
imperfection, esp from what 'S coarse, vulgar, or‘ uncouth ^ vi 1 to 
become pure or perfected 2 to make improvement by introducing 
subtleties or distinctions - refiner n 

rVf ined adj 1 fastidious, cultivated 2 esp of food pnx’esscd to the extent 
that desirable ingredients may be lost in addition to impurities or 
imperfections 

re'f inement /-mant/ n 1 refining or being refined 2a a (highly) refined 
feature, method, or distinction (pursued the delicate art of suggestion to 
Its furthest ^s - Maunce Bowra) b a contrivance or device intended to 
improve or perfect (a new model of car with many ~ s> 
refinery /n'ficn(d)n/ n a plant where raw matenals (eg metals, oil, or 
sugar) are refined or purified 

refit /.rcc'fit/ vt -tt- to fit out or supply again, esp to renovate and 
modernize (e g a ship) - refit /'-.-/ n 

reflation /,ree'flaysh(3)n/ n an expansion in the volume of available 
money and credit or in the economy, esp as a result of government policy 
[re- \ -flation (as m deflation)] - reflationary /-sh3n(a)ri/ adj, reflate 
A'flayt/ vb 

reflect /n'flekl/ vt 1 to send or throw (light, sound, etc) back or at an 
angle (a mirror ^ s light} 2 to show as an image or likenevs, mirror (the 
clouds were ^cd in the water} 3 to make manifest or apparent; give an 
idea of (the pulse s the condition of the heart} 4 to consider vi 1 
to throw back light or sound 2 to think quietly and calmly 3a to tend 
tq bnng reproach or discredit - usu ♦ on or upon (an investigation that 
^ s on all the members of the department} b to tend to bring about a 
specified appearance or impression - usu 4 on (an act which ^s 
favourably on her} [ME reflecten, fr L reflectere to bend back, fr re- ♦ 
flectere to bend] 

reflecting telescope /n'flektmg/ n ri pi fctcur 2 
reflection, Br also reflexion /n'fleksh(a)n/ n 1 a reflecting of light, 
sound, etc 2 sthg produced by reflecting: e g a an image given back (as 
lO by a reflectmg surface b an effect produced by or related to a specified 
influence or cause <a high crime rate is a of an unstable society} 3 an 
offen obscure or indirect cnticism 4 (a thought, opinion, etc formed by) 
consideration of some subject matter, idea, or purpose (on ^ it didn't 
seem such a good plan} 5 a transformation of a figure with respect to a 
reference line producing a mirror image of the figure [ME, alter, of 
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reflexion, fr LL reflexion-, reflexio act of bending back, fr L reflexus, pp 
of reflectere] - reflectional adj 

reflective /n'flektiv/ adj 1 capable of reflecting light, images, or sound 
waves 2 thoughtful, deliberative 3 of or caused by reflection <r/je ^ glare 
of the inow} - reflectively adv, reflectiveness, reflectivity /-‘tivati/ n 
reflector /n'fleku/ tj 1 a polished surface for reflecting radiation, esp 
light 2 a telescope in which the principal focussing element is a mirror 

[REFlEri H '-or] 

Veflex /'reefleks/ n la reflected heat, light, or colour b a mirrored image 
c a reproduction or reflection that corresponds to some usu specified 
onginal, specif a word (element) in a form determined by development 
from an earlier stage of the language 2a an automatic response to a 
stimulus that docs not reach the level of consciousness Nr.RVF b pi 
the power of acting or responding with adequate speed c an (automatic) 
way of behaving or responding (flying became a natural - for him^ (L 
reflexus, pp of reflectere to reflect] 

*reflex adj 1 bent, turned, or directed back <a stem with ^ leaves) 2 
directed back upon the mind or its operations, introspective 3 occurnng 
as an (automatic) response 4 of an angle greater than 180° but less than 
360° 5 of, being, or produced by a reflex without intervention ol 
consciousness [L reflexus] ' reflexly adv 
.reflex 'arc n the complete nervous path involved in a reflex 
.reflex 'camera n a camera in which the image formed by the lens is 
reflected onto a ground-glass screen or is seen through the viewfinder for 
focussing and composition 

reflexed /'reeflekst, n'flekst/ adj bent or curved backwards or down- 
wards < ^ petals') [L reflexus ♦ E -ed] 

'reflexive /n'fleksiv/ adj 1 directed or turned back on itself 2 of, 
denoting, or being an action (e g in he perjured himselfi directed back 
upon the agent oi the gnmmatical subject [ML reflexivus, fr L reflexus] 

- reflex ively adv 

’reflexive n a reflexive verb or pronoun 

reflux /n'fluks, 'rce.fluks/ vh to (cause to) flow back or return, esp (to 
heat so as) to fonn vapours that condense and return to be heated again 

- reflux n 

'reform /ri'fawm/ vt 1 to amend or alter for the better 2 to put an end 
to (an evil) by enforcing or mt roducing a better method or course of action 
3 to induce or cause to abandon evil ways a drunkard) ^ vt to become 
changed for the better (ME reformen, fr MF reformer, fr L refomiare, 
fr re- ^ lonnare to fonn] - reformabic adj. reformative /-mativ/, 
reformatory /-mat(3)n/ adj 

’reform n 1 amendment of what is defective or corrupt (^educational ) 
2 (a measure intended to effect) a removal or correction of an abuse, a 
wrong, or errors 

reformation /.ref3'maysh(3)n/ n 1 reforming or being reformed 2 cap 
the I6th-c religious movement marked ultimately by the rejection of papal 
authority and some Roman Catholic doctnnes and practices, and the 
establishment of the Protestant churches - reformational adj 
reformatory /n‘fawm3t(a)ri/ n, chiefly NAm a penal institution to 
which young or first offenders or women arc sent for reform - no longer 
used technically in Dr 

Reformed /n'fawmd/ adj Protestant, specif' of the Calvinist Protestant 
churches 

reformer /n'fawma/ n 1 one who works for or urges reform 2 cap a 
leader of the Protestant Reformation 

reformism /n'fawmiz(3)m/ n a doctnne, policy, or movement of refonn 

- reformist n 

Re.form ‘Judaism /n'fawm/ n a liberalizing and modernizing branch 
of Judaism 

re'form .school n. chiefly NAm a reformatory for young offenders - no 
longer used technically in Dr 

refract /n’fraki/ vt I to deflect (light or another wave motion) from one 
straight path to another when passing from one medium (e g glass) to 
another (e g air) in which the velocity is different 2 to determine the 
’ refracting power of [L refractus, pp of refnngere to break open, break up, 
refract, fr re- frangere to break - more at brfak] - refraction 
/-ri'fraksh(3)n/ n, refractive /-tiv/ adj, refractivity /-'tivati/ n 
refracting telescope /n'frakting/ n a refractor 
refractive index /n'fraktiv/ n the ratio of the velocity of a radiation 
(e g light) in 2 adjacent mediums 

ref ractometer /.reefrak'tomita/ n an instrument for measuring refrac- 
tive indexes [ISV] - refractometric Anfrakta'metnk/ adj, refractometry 
/.reefrak'tomatn/ n 

refractor /n'frakta/ n a telescope whose pnncipal focussing element is 
usu an achromatic lens 


'refractory /n'frakt(a)n/ adj 1 resisting control or authonty, stubborn, 
unmanageable 2a resistant to treatment or cure (a ^ cough) b immune 
(after recovery they were ^ to infection) 3 difficult to fuse, corrode, or 
draw out. esp capable of enduring high temperatures [alter of refractary, 
fr L rcfractanus, irreg fr refragan to oppose, fr re- + -fragan (as in 
suffragan to support with one’s vote)] ~ refractorily adv, refractori* 
ness n 

’refractory n a heat-resisting ceramic material 

'refrain /n'frayn/ vi to keep oneself from doing, feeling, or indulging in 
sthg. esp from following a passing impulse - usu ^ from [ME refreynen, 
fr MF refraindre, fr L refnngere to break up, destroy, check - more at 

RFFRAC'l] 

’refrain n (the musical setting oO a regularly recumng phrase or verse, 
esp at the end of each stanza or division of a poem or song, a chorus [ME 
refreyn, fr MF refrain, fr refraindre to resound, fr L refnngere to break 
up. retract] 

refrangible /n'franjabl/ adj capable of being refracted [irreg fr L 
relnngere to refract] - refrangibility /-‘bibti/ n 
refresh /n'fresh/ vt 1 to restore strength or vigour to, revive (e g by food 
or rest) 2 to restore or maintain by renewing supply, replenish (the 
waiter ed our glasses) 3 to arouse, stimulate (e g the memory) [ME 
refressben, fr MF rcfreschir. fr OF, fr re- ♦ freis fresh - more at 
1 rf.sh] 

refresher /n'fresha/ n 1 sthg (e g a dnnk) that refreshes 2 refresher, 
refresher course a course of instruction designed to keep one abreast of 
developments in one’s professional field 

refreshing /n'freshing/ adj agreeably stimulating because of freshness 
or newness - refreshingly adv 

re'freshment /-mant/ n 1 refreshing or being refreshed 2a sthg (e g 
food or dnnk) that refreshes b assorted foods, esp for a light meal - usu 
pi with sing meaning 

refrigerate /n'fnjDrayt/ vb to make or keep cold or cool, specif io freeze 
or chill (e g fivxl) or remain frozen for preservation |L refngeratus, pp 
of refngeraic, fr re- >■ fngerarc to cool, fr fngor-. fngus cold - more at 
iruud] ' refrigerant n or adj. refrigeration /-‘raysh(a)n/ n 
refrigerator /n'fnjarayta/ n an insulated cabinet or room for keeping 
food, dnnk, etc cool [rufrigfra ib • ‘-or] 

refringent /ri'fnnj(p)nt/ adj refractive, refracting [L refnngent-, 
refnngens, prp of refnngere to refract] - refringence, refrigency n 
refuel /.rec'fyooh »l/ vb -II- {NAm -I-, -ll-) to provide with or lake on 
additional fuel 

refuge /'refyoohj/ n 1 (a place that provides) shelter or protection from 
danger or distress (to seek ^ in flight) mountain > 2 a person, 
thing, or course of action that offers protection or is resorted to in 
diflicullies \patnotisni is the last ^ of a scoundrel - Samuel Johnson) 
[ME, fr MF, fr L rcliigium, fr refugere to escape, fr re- -• fugere to flee 
- more at ivomvi] 

refugee /.refyoo'jee/ n one who flees for safety, esp to a foreign country 
to escape danger or avoid political, religious, or racial persecution [F 
refugie, pp of (ve) rcfugier to lake refuge, fr L refijgium] 
refulgence /n'fulj(3)ns/ n radiance, bnlliancc - fml [L refulgentia, fr 
refulgent-, refulgeris, prp of refulgere to shine brightly, fr re- f fulgere to 
shine - more at filoim] - refulgent adj, refulgently adv 
'refund /n'fund/ vt 1 to return (money) in restitution, repayment, or 
balancing of accounts 2 to pay (sby ) back [ME refunden, fr MF & L, MF 
refonder, fr L refundere, lit . to pour back, fr re- + fundere to pour - more 
at *foi'nd] - refundable adj 

’refund /'ree.fund/ n 1 a refunding 2 a sum refunded 
’refund /.rec'fund/ vt to fund (a debt) again [re- ^ fund] 
refurbish /.rce'fuhbish/ vr to renovate - refurbishment n 

^ refusal /ri'fycx^hzl/ n 1 a refusing, denying, or being refused 2 the nght 
or option of refusing or accepting sthg before others 
'refuse /n'fyoohz/ vt 1 to express oneself as unwilling to accept 2a to 
show or express unwillingness to do or comply with (the engine ^d fo 
start) b to deny (they were ^-d admittance to the game) 3 to decline 
to jump over - used esp of a horse <-«-d the water jump) '-v; 1 to 
withhold acceptance, compliance, or permission 2 of a horse to decline 
to jump a fence, wall, etc <^d at the third fence) [ME refusen, fr MF 
refuser, fr (assumed) VL refusare, fr L refusus, pp of refundere to pour 
back] - refutable adj, refuser ii 

’refuse /"refyoohs/ n worthless or useless stuff, rubbish, garbage (ME, fr 
MF refus rejection, fr OF, fr refuser] 

refute /n'fyooht/ vt 1 to prove wrong by argument or evidence 2 to deny 
the truth or accuracy of [L refutare, fr re- + -futare to beat - more at 
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'beat] > reAitable /’refyootsbl. n'fyooh*/ adj, refutably adv, refutation 
/.refyoo'tay$h(9)n/ n 

r#Qain /n'gayn, ,ree-/ vi to gam or reach again, recover 
regal /'reegl/ adj 1 of or suitable for a king or queen 2 stately, splendid 
[ME. fr MF or L; MF. fr L regalis ~ more at royal] - regally adv, regality 
/ree'gabti/ n 

regal# /n'gayl/ w 1 to entertain sumptuously 2 to give pleasure or 
amusement to < ^ d us with stones of her exphitsy [F regalcr, fr MF, fr 
regah, n] 

regalia /n'gaylya/ n pi but sing or pi m constr 1 (the) ceremonial 
emblems or symbols indicative of royalty 2 special dress, esp official 
finery [ML, fr L. neut pi of regalis] 

'regard /n'gahd/ u 1 a gaze, look 2a attention, consideration <Jue ^ 
should be given to all facets of the questiony b a protective interest <^ought 
to have more for his healthy 3a a feeling of respect and affection iher 
hard work won her the ^ of her colleaguesy b pi fnendly greetings (give 
him my '^sy 4 an aspect to be taken into consideration (is a small schiKd, 
and is fortunate in this [ME, fr MF. fr OF. fr regardcr] regardful 
adj - ill/with regard to with reference to. on the subject of 
’regard vt l to pay attention to, take into consideration or account 2 to 
look steadily at 3 to relate to, concern 4 to consider and appraise in a 
specified way or from a specified ptnnt of view (he is highly ed as a 
mechanicy [ME regarden, fr MF regarder to look back at. regard, fr OF. 
fr re- + garder to guard, look at] - as regards wiiii aroARD lo 
regarding /n'gahdmg/ prep wini rlgard to 
're'gardlesa /Ais/ adj heedless, careless - regardlessly adv, regardless* 
ness n 

’ragardleaa adv despite everything (went ahead with their plans ^ '? 
re'gardleas of prep in spitf of <rcgardlcs.s of our mistakesy 
regatta /n'gaU/ n a senes of rowing, speedboat, or sailing races [It] 
ragalation /,reeji’laysh(d)n/ n the freezing again of water, denved from 
ice that has melted under high pressure, when the pressure is relieved - 
regelate /’reeji.layt/ vi 

regency /'rcej( 3 )nsi/ n 1 the office, period of rule, or govenimcnt of a 
regent or regents 2 sing or pi in constr a body of regents 
Regency adj of or resembling the styles (eg of furniture or dress) 
prevalent during the time of the Pnnee Regent [fr the regency (181 1-20) 
of George, Prince of Wales (afterwards George IV) tl830] 
'regenerate /n'jenarat/ adj 1 formed or created again 2 spiritually 
reborn or converted 3 restored to a better, higher, or more worthy state 
[ME regenerat, fr L regeiieratus, pp of rcgcnerarc to regenerate, fr re- * 
generare to beget - more at gf.nfratf] - regenerate n, regeneracy 
/-si/ n 

’regenerate /n'jenarayt/ vi 1 to become regenerate or regenerated 2 of 
a body or body part to undergo renewal or regrowth (c g after injury) - vt 
la to subject to spintual or moral renewal or revival b to change radically 
and for the better 2a to generate or produce anew, esp to replace (a body 
part) by a new growth of tissue b to produce from a derivative or modified 
form, esp by chemical treatment <~d cellulosey 3 to restore to original 
strength or properties - regenerator n, regenerable /-rabi/ adj, regenera- 
tive /-tiv/ adj, regeneration /-'raysh(a)n/ n 

regent /'reej(a)nt/ n one who governs a kingdom in the minonty, 
absence, or disability of the sovereign [ME, fr MF or ML, MF. fr ML 
regent-, regens, fr L, prp of regere to rule - more at 'righi] - regent 
adj 

reggee /regay/ n popular music of West Indian ongin that is character- 
ized by a strongly accented subsidiary beat [Jamfaican E. fr rege rag] 
regicide Aejuied/ n (the act oO one who kills a king [prob fr (assumed) 
NL regjcida Si regicidium, fr L reg-, rex king l -cida & -cidium - more 
at ROYAL, -cide] - regicidal /-'siedi/ adj 

regime also regime /ray'zheem/ n la a regimen b a regular pattern of 
occurrence or action (e g of seasonal rainfall) 2a a form of management 
or government (a socialist ^ > b a government in power [F regime, fr 
L regtmin-, regimen] 

regimen /'rejiman/ n a systematic plan (e g of diet, exercise, or medical 
treatment) adopted esp to achieve some end [ME, fr L regimin-, regimen 
rule, fr regere] 

'regiment /'rejimant/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a permanent military unit 
consisting usu of a number of companies, troops, battenes, or sometimes 
battalions 2 a large number or group [ME, government, area governed, 
fr MF, fr LL regimentum, fr L regere] - regimental /'-mentl/ adj, 

regimantally adv 

’regiment /'reji.ment/ vt 1 to form into a regiment 2 to subject to strict 
and stultifying organization or control (-^ an entire countryy - regimen- 
tattoe A‘taysh(a)n/ u 


regimentals /.reji'mentlz/ n pi \ the uniform of a regiment 2 military 
dress 

Regina /n'jiena/ n crown 5a - used when a queen is ruling [L. queen, 
fern of reg-, rex king] 

region /'rcej(a)n/ n 1 an administrative area 2a an indefinite area of the 
world or universe b a broadly uniform geographical or ecological area 
(desert s> 3 an indefinite area surrounding a specified body part (the 
abdominal - > 4 a sphere of activity of interest (the abstract - of higher 
mathematicsy 5 any of the /ones into which the atmosphere is divided 
according lo height or the sea according to depth [ME, fr MF, fr L 
region-, regio, fr regere to rule] -- in the region of approximating to, more 

OR I LSS 

regional /'reejanl/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of a region 2 affecting a 
particular region; localized regionally adv 
regionalism /'reepnl,iz(a)m/ n 1 loyalty to a region 2 development of 
an administrative system based on areas - regionalist n or adj 
regional ize, -ise /'reej;>nl,ic// vt to arrange in (administrative) regions 
regionalization /-’/aysh(3)n/ n 

regisseur, regisseur /.ray/hi'suh (Fr rc 3 is<r:r)/ n a director responsible 
for staging a Ihcatncal work (e g a ballet) [F rcgisscui, fr regir to direct, 
rule, fr L regere] 

'register /'rejistv n 1 a written record containing (official) entries of 
Items, names, transactions, etc 2a a roster of qualified or available 
individuals (the electoral - b a school attendance record 3a an organ 
stop b (a part oO the range of a human voice or a musical instrument 4 
the language style and vixrabulary appropriate lo a particular subjcLl 
matter 5 a device regulating admission of air. esp to solid fuel 6 
rlgisikaiion 1 7 an automatic device registering a numl)ei or a quantity 
8 a condition of correct alignment or proper relative position (e g of the 
plates used in colour printing) - often in in/oiit ot register 9 a desice (e g 
in a computer) for storing and wot king on small amounts of data [MF 
registre, fr MF. fr Ml registrum, alter of I I regesta. pi, register, fr L, 
neut pi of regestus, pp of regerere to bring back, fr ic- ^ gerere to bear 
more at ('ast| 

’register vt la to make or secure official entry of in a register ■ -ed the 
birth of their daugbtety b to enrol formally c to record automatically, 
indicate (this dial — s specif > d lo make a (mental) record of. note 2 to 
secure special protection for (a piece of mail) by piepaymenl of a fee 3 
lo convey an impression of < -cd surpnsc at the tetegramy 4 to ashicve, 
win < - ed an impressive victory'' - w la to put one’s name in a register 
^ - ed af the hotel) b to enrol foi rnally (as a student) 2 to make or convey 
an impression (the name didn't - ) registrable /'rejislrsbl/ .id/ 
'registered adj qualified formally or officially 
'register .office n ktuistry oifk r 

'register .ton n a unit of internal capacity for ships equal to 100ft' 
(aht^ut 2 83m’) 

registrar /.rcji'strah, '-,-/ n 1 an official recorder (^r keeper of records 
e g a a senior administrative officer of a university b a court official who 
deals with administrative and interlocutory mallei s and acts as a subordi- 
nate judge 1 AW 2 (the post, senior lo that of a senior house officer. 
oO a British hospital doctor in training [alter of ME registrer, fr MF 
registreur, fr registrer to register, fr ML registrare, fr registrum] 
registration /,reji'straysh(3)n/ n 1 registering or being registered 2 an 
entry in a register 

.regi'stration .document n. chiefly Br a document kept with a motor 
vehicle that gives the registration number, make, engine size, etc and 
details of the current ownership 

.regi'stration .mark n, Br an identifying combination of letters and 
numbers assigned lo a motor vehicle 

registry /'rcjistn/ n 1 rlgim ration 1 2 a place of registration, specif 
a registry office 

'registry .office n. Br a place where births, marriages, and deaths are 
recorded and civil marnages conducted 
.regius pro'fessor /'reejas/ n a holder of a professorship founded by 
royal subsidy at a Bnlish university (NL, royal professor] 
regnal /'regnal/ adj of a reign, specif calculated from a monarch's 
accession (ir his 8th - year) [ML regnalis, fr L regnum reign - more 
at rugn] 

regnant /'regnant/ adj reigning (a queen - > [L regnant-, regnans, prp 
of regnare to reign, fr regnum] 

'regress /'ree,gres/ n 1 rfgression 2a 2 an act of going or coming back 
- fml [ME, fr L regressus, fr regressus, pp of regredi to go back, fr re- 
t gradi to go - more at oradf] 

’regress /n'gres/ w 1 to undergo or exhibit backwards movement, esp 
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to an earlier state 2 to tend to approach or revert to a mean ~ vt to induce, 
esp by hypnosis, a state of psychological regression in 
regression /n'gresh(9)n/ n 1 the act or an instance of regressing; esp 
(a) retrograde movement 2a a trend or shift towards a lower, less perfect, 
or earlier state or condition b reversion to an earlier mental or behav* 
loural level 3 the statistical analysis of the association between 2 or more 
vanabies, esp so that predictions (c g of sales over a future period of time) 
can be made - regressive /-siv/ adj, regressively adv 
Vegret /n'gret/ W -tt- 1 to mourn the loss or death of 2 to be very sorry 
about <^s /ms mistakes} [ME regretten, fr MF regreter, fr OF, fr re- < 
-greter (of Scand origin; akin to ON grata to weep) - more at 'grfft] 
regrettable adj 

’regret n 1 (an expression oO the emotion arising from a wish that some 
matter or situation could be other than what it is, esp grief or sorrow 
tinged esp with disappointment, longing, or remorse 2 pi a conventional 
expression of disappointment, esp on declining an invitation (^couldn’t 
come to lea. and sent her ^ s> - regretful adj, regretfully adv, regretful- 
ness n 

regrettably /ri'grctdbli/ adv 1 m a regrettable manner, to a regrettable 
extent <a ^ Kteep decline in wages} 2 it is regrettable that <^. we had 
failed to consider alternatives} 

’regular /'regyoob/ adj 1 belonging to a religious order - compare 
SFC LiLAR 2 2a formed, built, arranged, or ordered according to some rule, 
principle, or type <a curve'> b(l) both equilateral and equiangular <a 
^ polygon} (2) having faces that arc identical regular polygons with 
identical angles between them <a polyhedron j (a ^ soluf} c perfectly 
(radially) symmetneal or even 3a steady or uniform in course, practice, 
or occurrence, habitual, usual, or constant habits} b recurring or 
functioning at fixed or uniform intervals <a ^ income} c defecating or 
having menstruui pcnoi's at normal intervals 4a constituted, conducted, 
or done m conformity with established or prescribed usages, rules, or 
discipline b real, absolute the office seemed like a madhouse} c 
mfiecting normally, speed wfak 7 5 of or being a pennanent standing 
army 6 chiefly NAm thinking or behaving in an acceptable manner 
/ wanted to prove he was a ^ guy) - infnil USE (2b) -J¥' mathfma i ics 
[ME regulcr, fr MF. fr LL rcgulans regular, fr L, ot a bar, fr regula rule 

- more at rulf] - regularly adv, regularize /-.nez/ vt, regularization 
/■■7aysh(3)n/ ii, regularity /-‘larati/ n 

’regular/} la a member of the regular clergy b a soldier in a regular army 
2 one who is usu present or participating, esp one who habitually visits 
a particular place 

regulate /‘rcgyoo.layt/ vt 1 to govern or direct according to rule 2 to 
bnng order, method, or uniformity to ^ one’s habits} 3 to fix or adjust 
the time, amount, degree, or rate of < - the pressure of a tyre} [LL 
regulatus, pp of reguJare, fr L regula] - regulative /-.btiv/, regulatory 
/-t(a)n, -'lay-/ adj, regulator /-‘layta/ n 
’regulation /,regyoo'laysh(d)n/ n 1 regulating or being regulated 2a an 
authoritative rule dealing with details or procedure (^safety in a 
factory} b a rule or order having the force of law <EEC ^s> 
’regulation adj conforming to regulations, official < - uniform} 
regulo /'regyooloh/ n, chiefly Br the temperature in a gas oven expressed 
as a specified number <mear cooketi on 4} [fr Regulo, a trade- 
mark] 

regulut /regyaobs/ n, pi reguluses, reguli /-lie/ the impure metallic 
mass formed in smelting ores [ML, metallic antimony, fr L. petty king, 
fr reg-, rex king - more at royai ] 

regurgitate /n'guhji,tayt/ vb to vomit or pour back or out (as lO from 
a cavity [ML regurgitatus, pp of regurgitare, fr L re- f LL gurgitare to 
engulf, fr L giirgit-. gurges whirlpool - more at voracious] - regurgitR* 
tion /-'taysh(3)n/ n 

rehabilitate /,ree(h)3'bilitayt/ vt 1 to reestablish the good name of 2a 
to restore to a former capacity or state (e g of efficiency, sound condition, 
or solvencyX-^ stum areas} b to restore to a condition of health or useful 
and constructive activity (eg after illness or impnsonment) [ML 
rehabilitatus, pp of rehabilitare, fr L re- + LL habilitare to qualify, fr L 
habilitas ability - more at abil ity] - rehabilitative /-tstiv/ adj, rehabilita- 
tion /-'taysh(3)n/ n 

’rehash /.ree'hash/ vt to present or me again in another form without 
substantial change or improvement 

’rehash /'ree,hash, ,-'-/ n sthg presented in a new form without change of 
substance 

.re'hear /-'hia/ vt reheard A'huhd/ to hear (a tnal or lawsuit) over again 

- rehearing n 

rehearsal /n'huhsl/ n 1 a rehearsing 2 a practice session, esp of a play, 
concert, etc preparatory to a public appearance 


rehearse /n'huhs/ vt 1 to present an account of (again) <— a familiar 
story} 2 to recount in order (had d their gnevances in a letter to the 
governor} 3a to give a rehearsal of, practice b to train or make proficient 
by rehearsal vi to engage in a rehearsal of a play, concert, etc [ME 
rehersen, fr MF rehercier, lit , to harrow again, fr re- ^ hercier to harrow, 
fr herce harrow - more at hfarsf] rehearser n 
reheat /.rec'hect/ n the injection of fuel into the tailpipe of a turbojet 
engine to obtain extra thrust by combustion with uncombtned air in the 
exhaust gases 

rehouse /.rec'how/, -‘hows/ vt to establish in new or better-quality 
housing 

rehydrate /.ree'hicdrayt, ‘— / vt to restore fluid lost in dehydration to 

- rehydration /-'draysh(a)n/ n 

reify /’ree-ifie/ vt to regard (sthg abstract) as a material thing [L res thing 

- more at ‘rfal] - reification /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 

’reign /rayn/ n la royal authonty, sovereignty b the dominion, sway, or 
influence of one resembling or likened to a monarch (the ^ of the military 
dictators} 2 the time dunng which sby or sthg reigns [ME regne, fr OF, 
fr L regnum, fr reg-. rex king - more at royai ] 

’reign vi la rulf la b to hold office as head of state although possessing 
little governing power fjhe queen but does not rule} 2 to be 
predominant or prevalent \chaos -^ed in the classroom) 

.reign of 'terror n a period of ruthless violence committed by those in 
power [Reign of Terror, a period of the French Revolution that was 
conspicuous for mass executions of political suspects] 
reimburse /.rec im'buhs/ vt 1 to pay back to sby travel expenses} 
2 to make restoration or payment to < you} [re- * obs imburse (to pul 
in the pocket, pay)] - reimbursable adj, reimbursement n 
’rein /rayn/ m 1 a long line fastened usu to both sides of a bit, by which 
a nder or driver controls an animal 2a a restraining influence b 
controlling or guiding power Ohe s of government} c opportunity for 
unhampered activity or use ^gave free to his emotions) USE (I A 2b) 
usu pi with sing meaning [ME reine, fr MF rene, fr (assumed) VL retina, 
fr I, retinere to restrain - more at Ri iain] 

’rein vt to check or stop (as lO by pulling on reins often t in < -^ed in 
his horse} ^couldn’t — his impatience) 

reincarnate /.ree'inkahnayt, ,-'-/ vt 1 to incarnate again, give a new 
form or fresh embodiment to 2 to cause (a person or his/her soul) to be 
reborn in another (human) body after death - usu in pass, compare 
IRANSMIGRATF - reincarnate /-'kahnat/aJy. reincarnation /-'naysh(,))n/ 
n, reincarnationist n 

reindeer /'rayn.dia/ n any of several deer that inhabit N Europe, Asia, 
and America, have antlers in both sexes, and are often domesticated [ME 
reindere, fr ON hreinn reindeer * ME deer] 

reindeer moss n a grey lichen that constitutes a large part of the food 
of reindeer 

reinforce /.rec m'faws/ vt 1 to strengthen by additional assistance, 
malenal, or support, make stronger or more pronounced 2 to strengthen 
or increase (e g an army) by fresh additions 3 to stimulate (an expenmen- 
tal subject) with a reward following a correct or desired performance, also 
to encourage (a response) with a reward [rc- t in force, alter of enforce] 

- reinforceable adj, reinforcement n, reinforcer n 

.reinforced 'concrete /.ree in'fawst, '-,-/ n concrete in which metal is 
embedded for strengthening 

reinstate /.rce in'stayt/ vt 1 to place again (e g in possession or in a 
former position) 2 to restore to a previous effective state or condition - 

reinatatement n 

reinsurance /.rec in’shoodrans, -'sha\s -/ n insurance by another insurer 
of all or a part of a nsk previously assumed by an insurance company 
reinsure /.ree in'shooo, -'shaw-/ vt to insure (a nsk or person) by 
reinsurance - reinsurer n 

reinvent /.ree in'vcnt/ vt to remake or redo completely (and unncccs- 
sanly) - reinvention /-'vcnsh(a)n/ n 

reinvest /.rce-m'vest/ vt to invest (e g earnings or investment income) 
rather than take or distnbute the surplus as dividends or profits - 
reinvestment n 

reissue /,rec'ish(y)ooh, -'isyooh/ vt to issue again, esp to cause to become 
available again - reissue n 

reiterate /.ree'itarayt/ vt to say or do over again or repeatedly, some- 
times with wearying effect [L reiteratus, pp of reiterare to repeat, fr re- 
4 iterare to iterate] - reiteration /-'rayshfajn/ n, reiterative /-rativ/ adj, 
reiteratively adv 

Reiter's syndrome /'netar/ n a disease of uncertain cause that is 
charactenzed by arthntis, conjunctivitis, and urethntis [Hans Reiter 
b 1881 G physician] 
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Veject /n'jckt/ yf la to refuse to accept, consider, submit to, or use b 
to refuse to accept or admit <r/ie underprivileged feel -^edby societyy 2 
to qect, esp vomit 1 3 to fail to accept (e g a skin graft or transplanted 
organ) as part of the organism because of immunological differences [ME 
rejecten, fr L rejectus, pp of reicere, fr re- jacere to throw - more at 
*jetJ - rejecter, rejector n. rejection /-sh(3)n/ n 
’reject /'reejekt/ n a rejected person or thing, esp a substandard article 
of merchandise 

rejig /.reejig/ vt -gg- to rearrange or reequip (e g a factory) so as to 
perform different work; broadly to adjust, reorganize (.recommended 
~ ging the timetable - TES) 

rejoice /n'joys/ vt to give joy to; gladden ^ vi to feel or express joy or 
great delight [ME rejoicen, fr MF rejoiss-, stem of rejoir, fr re- + joir to 
rejoice, fr L gaudere - more at joy] - rejoicer n, rejoicingly adv 
rejoin /n'joyn/ vt to say (sharply or critically) in response [ME rejoinen 
to answer to a legal charge, fr MF rejoin-, stem of rejoindre, fr re- + 
Joindre to join - more at join] 

rejoinder /n'joynda/ n (an answer to) a reply [ME rejoiner, fr MF 
rejoindre to rejoin] 

rejuvenate /.ree'joohva,nayt, nV W 1 to make young or youthful again 
2 to restore to an onginal or new state ('^ old cars) to cause or 
undergo rejuvenation [re- ^ L juvenis young - more at young] - 
rejuTcnator u, rejuvenation /-'naysh(3)n/ n 

rejuvenescence /njoohva'nes(3)ns/ n a renewal of youthfulness or 
vigour; rejuvenation [ML rejuvenescere to become young again, fr L re- 
^ juvenescere to become young, fr juvenis] - rejuvenescent adj, rejuve- 
nesce vb 

'relapse /n'laps, 'ree.laps/ n a relapsing or backsliding; esp a recurrence 
of symptoms of a disease after a penod of improvement [L relapsus, pp 
of relabi to slide back, fr re- labi to slide - more at si cep] 

’relapse /n'laps/ w 1 to slip or fall back into a former worse state 2 to 
sink, subside into deep thought} 

re.lapaing 'fever /n'lapsmg/ n a bactenal disease transmitted by lice 
and ticks that is marked by recumng high fever 
relate /n'layt/ vt 1 to give an account of, tell 2 to show or establish 
logical or causal connection between ^vi 1 to have relationship or 
connection 2 to respond, esp favourably (can't ~ to that kind of music} 
USEivi) often + to [L relatus (pp of referre to carry back), fr re- + latus, 
pp of ferre to carry - more at tolerate, ’bear] - relatable adj, 
rciatcr n 

re'lated adj 1 connected by reason of an established or discoverable 
relation 2 connected by common ancestry or sometimes by mamage - 

relatedoess n 

ralation /n'laysh(a)n/ n 1 the act of telling or recounting 2 an aspect 
or quality (c g resemblance) that connects 2 or more things as belonging 
or working together or as being of the same kind 3a relative 3a b 
kinship 4 reference, respect, or connection (in ^ to} 5 the interaction 
between 2 or more people or groups - usu pi with sing, meaning (race s) 
6 pj a dealings, aftairs (foreign ^^s) b communication, contact (broke 
off all with her family} c sexual intercourse - cuph - relational 
adj 

re'lationship /-ship/ n 1 the state or character of being related or 
interrelated (show the between 2 things} 2 (a specific instance or type 
oO kinship 3 a state of affairs existing between those having relations or 
dealings (had a good with his family} 

'reiativp /'rebtiv/ n l a word referring grammatically to an antecedent 
2 sthg having or a term expressing a relation to, connection with, or 
necessary dependence on another thing 3a a person connected with 
another by blood relationship or marnage b an animal or plant related 
to another by common descent 

’relative adj 1 introducing a subordinate clause qualifying an expressed 
or implied antecedent (a ^ pronoun}-, also introduced by such a connec- 
tive (a ^ clause} 2 relevant, pertinent (matters to world peace} 3a 

not absolute or independent; comparative (the ~ isolation of life in the 
country} b expressing, having, or existing in connection with or reference 
to sthg else (e g a standard) <~ density} (supply is to demand} 4 of 
major and minor keys and scales having the same key signature - 
relatively adv, relativeness n 

.relative hu'midity n the ratio of the actual water vapour pressure in 
the air to that when the air is saturated with water vapour at the same 
temperature 

'relative to prep with regard to 

relativlem /rebti.viz(9)m/ n a theory that knowledge and moral prin- 
ciples are rebtive and have no objective standard - relativist n 
relativietic /.relati'vistik/ adj 1 of or characterized by relativity or 


relativism 2 moving at or being a velocity that causes a significant change 
in properties (e g mass) in accordance with the theory of relativity (a ~ 
electron} - relativistically adv 

relativity /.reb'tivati/ n 1 being relative 2a also special theory of 
rebtivity a theory (based on the 2 postulates (1) that the speed of light 
in a vacuum is constant and independent of the source or observer and 
(2) that all motion is relative) that leads to the assertion that mass and 
energy are equivalent and that mass, dimension, and time will change with 
increased velocity b also general theory of rebtivity an extension of this 
theory to include gravitation and related acceleration phenomena 
relator /n'layta/ n one on whose suggestion or information a legal action 
IS commenced [rfiaie + '-or] 

relax /n'laks/ vt 1 to make less tense or ngid (--ed her muscles} 2 to 
make less severe or stringent <-^ immigration laws} 3 to lessen the force, 
intensity, or strength of <~ing his concentration} 4 to relieve from 
nervous tension ‘^vi 1 to become lax, weak, or loose 2 to become less 
intense or severe 3 to cast off inhibition, nervous tension, or anxiety 
(couldn’t — m crowds} 4 to seek rest or recreation [ME relaxen to make 
less compact, fr L relaxare, fr re- ^ laxare to loosen, fr laxus loose - more 
at 'slack] - relaxant adj or n, relaxer n 

relaxation /,reelak'saysh(a)n/ n 1 relaxing or being relaxed 2 a relaxing 
or recreational state, activity, or pastime 3 the attainment of an equilib- 
rium state following the abrupt removal of some influence (e g light, high 
temperature, or stress) 

re'laxed adj easy of manner, informal - relaxedly /-sidli/ adv 
relaxin /n'laksin/ n a hormone produced by the corpus luteum in the 
ovary of a pregnant mammal that makes birth easier by causing relaxation 
of the pelvic ligaments 

'relay /'ree,\ay/ n la a fresh supply (c g of horses) arranged beforehand 
for successive use b a number of people who relieve others m some work 
(worked in around the clock} 2 a race between teams in which each 
team member successively covers a specified portion of the course 3 a 
device set in operation by vanation in an electric circuit and operating 
other devices in turn 4 the act of passing sthg along by stages, also such 
a stage 5 sthg, esp a message, relayed 
’relay /'ree,lay, n'lay/ vt 1 to provide with relays 2 to pass along by relays 
(news was ^ed to distant points} [ME relayen, fr MF relaier, fr OF, fr 
. re- 4 laier to leave - more at pfi ay] 

'release /n'lecs/ vt 1 to set free from restraint, aenfinemeni, or servitude 
2 to relieve from sthg that confines, burdens, or oppresses (was --d from 
her promise} 3 to relinquish (e g a claim or right) in favour of another 
4 to give permission for publication, performance, exhibition, or sale of. 
on but not before a specified date, also to publish, issue (the commission 
'^d Its findings} [ME relesen, fr OF relessier, fr L relaxare to relax] 
’release n l relief or deliverance from sorrow, suffenng, or trouble 2a 
discharge from obligation or responsibility b (a document effecting) 
relinquishment or conveyance of a (legal) nght or claim 3 freeing or being 
freed; liberation (e g from jail) 4 a device adapted to release a mechanism 
as required 5a (the act of permitting) performance or publication b the 
matter released eg (1) a statement prepared for the press (2) a (newly 
issued) gramophone record - releaser n 
relegate /'reb,gayt/ vt 1 to assign to a place of insignificance or oblivion, 
put out of sight or mind, specif \o demote to a lower division of a sporting 
competition (eg a football league) - compare promote Ic 2a to assign 
to an appropnate place or situation on the basis of classification or 
appraisal b to submit or refer to sby or sthg for appropnate action [L 
relegatus, pp of relegare, fr re- * legarc to send with a commission - more 
at legate] - relegation /-'gaysh(3)n/ n 

relent /n’lent/ w 1 to become less severe, harsh, or stnet, usu from 
reasons of humanity 2 to slacken; let up [ME reyen/e/i to melt, dissolve, 
fr (assumed) ML relentare to soften, fr L re- + Jentare to bend, fr lentus 
flexible, slow] 

Ve'lentleSB /-lis/ adj persistent, unrelenting relentlessly adv, relent- 
lessness n 

relevant /'reliv(a)nt/ adj 1 having significant and demonstrable bearing 
on the matter at hand 2 having practical application, esp to the real world 
[ML relevant-, relevans, fr L, prp of relevare to raise up - more at 
RELIEVE/ - relevance, relevancy n, relevantly adv 
reliable /ri'lie-abl/ adj suitable or fit to be relied on; dependable - 
reliableness n, reliably /-bli/ adv, reliability A'bibti/ n 
reliance /n'lie-ans/ n 1 the act of relying, the condition or attitude of 
one who relics (^ on military power to achieve political ends} 2 sthg or 
sby relied on - reliant adj, reliantly adv 

relic Arelik/ n 1 a part of the body of or some object associated with a 
saint or martyr, that is preserved as an object of reverence 2 sthg left 
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behind after decay, disintegration, or disappearance < s of ancient cities} 
3 a trace of sthg past, esp an outmoded custom, belief, or practice 4 pi, 
archaic remains, corpse (ME relik, fr OF relique, fr ML reliquia, fr LL 
reliquiae, pi, remains of a martyr, fr L, remains, fr relinquere to leave 
behind - more at rklinquish] 

relict Aelikt/ /i 1 a (type oO plant or animal that is a remnant of an 
otherwise extinct flora, fauna, or kind of organism 2 a geological or 
geographical feature (e g a lake or mountain) or a rock remaining after 
other parts have disappeared or substantially altered 3 archaic a widow 
[(1,2) relict, adj (residual), fr L relictus, pp of relinquere; (1) LL reltcta, 
fr L, fern of relictus] 

relief /n'leef/ n la removal or lightening of sthg oppressive, painful, or 
distressing <^wught - from asthma by moving to the coast} b aid in the 
form of money or necessities, esp for the poor <'a ^ organization} c 
military assistance to an endangered or surrounded post or force d a 
means of breaking or avoiding monotony or boredom (.studied medieval 
theology for light ^ > 2 (release from a post or duty by) one who lakes 
over the post or duty of another teacher} 3 legal compensation or 
amends 4 (a method oO sculpture in which the design stands out from 
the surrounding surface - compare bas-rfi itr, Hinn rflilf 5 sharpness 
of outline due to contrast <a roof in hold ^ against the sky} 6 the 
difTerences in elevation of a land surface [ME, fr MF, fr OF. fr relever, 
(4)F] 

relief map n a map representing topographical relief a graphically by 
shading, hachures, etc b by means of a three-dimensional scale model 
relief printing n iFTTt RpKF:.ss i 

relieve /ri'leev/ vt la to free from a burden, give aid or help to b to set 
free from an obligation, condition, or reslnction - often f of 2 to bring 
about the removal or alleviation of 3 to release from a post, station, or 
duty 4 to remove or lessen the monotony of 5 to raise in relief 6 to give 
relief to (oneselO by urinating or defecating vi to bnng or give relief 
[ME relcven, fr MF relever to raise, relieve, fr L relevare, fr re- ♦ Icvare 
to raise more at i tskr] - relievable adj 
relieved adj expenenemg or showing relief esp from anxiety or pent-up 
emotions - relievedly /-vidli/ adv 

religio- comb form religion (religicKcntnc), religion and <je\\g\ophilosi'- 
phicaf} 

religion /n'lij(,'))n/ n la(l) the (organized) service and worship of a god. 
gods, or the supernatural (2) personal commitment or devotion to 
religious faith or observance b the state of a member of a religious order 
2 a cause, principle, or system of beliefs held to with ardour and faith, sthg 
considered to be of supreme importance [ME rcligioun, fr L religion-, 
religio reverence, religion, prob fr rcligare to tie back - more at rfi v j 
religionist /n'hjamst/ n a person adhenng (zealously) to a religion - 
religionism n 

religiose /n'liji.ohs/ adj excessively, obtrusively, or sentimentally relig- 
ious - religiosity /-'ossii/ n 

’religious /n'lijas/ adj 1 of or manifesting faithful devotion to an 
acknowledged ultimate reality or deity ^ man} 2 of, being, or devoteti 
to the beliefs or observances of a religion 3 scrupulously and conscien- 
tiously faithful III his observance of rules of health} [ME, fr OF 
religieus, fr L religiosus, fr religio] - religiously adv, religiousness n 
^religious n, pi religious a member of a religious order under monastic 
vows [ME. fr OF religieus, fr rcligieus, adj] 

relinquish /n'hngkwish/ vt 1 to renounce or abandon; oivf vv 3b 2a 
to Slop holdihg physically <-ed A/s gnp} b to give over possession or 
control of </ew leaders willingly ^ power} [ME relmquisshen. fr MF 
retinquiss-, stem of relinquir, fr L relinquere to leave behind, fr re- 
’ hnquere to leave - more at loan] - relinquishment n 
reliquary /'relikwan/ n a container or shnne in which sacred relics a • 
kept [F rehquaire, fr ML reliquianum, fr reliquia relic - more at 
relic] 

reliquiae /ri'likwi.cc/ n pi remains of the dead; esp relics [L ~ more at 
REl ic] 

'relish /‘relish/ n 1 charactenstic. pleasing, or piquant flavour or quality 
2 enjoyment of or delight in sthg (that satisfies one's tastes, inclinations, 
or desires) (.eat with ^ } (little ^ for sports} 3 sthg that adds an 
appetizing or savoury flavour, esp a highly seasoned sauce (e g of pickles 
or mustard) eaten with plainer food (alter, of ME reles taste, fr OF, 
something left behind, release, fr relessicr to release] 

’reliah vt 1 to add relish to 2 to enjoy; have pleasure from - relishable 
adj 

relive /.ree'liv/ vt to live over again; esp to experience again in the 
imagination 

reluctance /ri'luktans/ n 1 being reluctant 2 the opposition offered by 


a magnetic substance to magnetic flux, spec// the ratio of the magnetic 
potential difference to the corresponding flux 

reluctant /n'luktant/ adj holding back, unwilling to condemn him} 
[L reluctant-, reJuctans, prp of rcluctan to struggle against, fr re- * luctan 
to struggle - more at 'i.ikk] - reluctantly adv 

rely /n'lie/ vi 1 to have confidence based on experience / her husband was 
a man she could ^ on} 2 to he dependent (they on a spnng for their 
water} USE on or upon [ME relicn to rally, fr MF relicr to connect, 
rally, fr L religare to tie back, fr re- > ligare to tie - more at liga 
riiRF.] 

rem /rem/ n a unit of ionizing radiation equal to the dosage that will cause 
the same biological effect as one rontgen of X-ray or gamma-ray radiation 
(runtgen equivalent /nan] 

REM n RAPID FVE MOVFMENI 

remain /n'mayn/ vi la to be sthg or a part not destroyed, taken, or used 
up (only a few ruins ^} b to be sthg yet to be shown, done, or treated 
(it ^sto be seen} 2 to stay in the same place or with the same person 
or group, specif \o stay behind 3 to continue to be faithful} [ME 
remainen, fr MF remaindre, fr L remanere, fr re- * manere to remain - 
more at mansion] 

’remainder /n'maynda/ //la future interest in property that is depend- 
ent upon the termination of a previous interest created at the same time 
2a a remaining group, part, or trace b(l) the number left after a 
subtraction (2) the final undivided part after division, that is less than the 
divisor 3 a book sold at a reduced pnee by the publisher after sales have 
fallen off [ME, fr AF, fr MF remaindre] 

'remainder vt to dispose of (copies of a book) as remainders 
remains /n'maynz/ n 1 a remaining part nr trace (threw away the ^ 
of the meal} 2 wntings left unpublished at a wnter’s death (literary ^ ) 
3 a dead body 

’remake /.ree'mayk/ \t remade to make anew or in a different form 
"re.make n a new version of a film 

remand /n'mahnd/ vt 1 to adjourn (a case) for further enquines 2 to 
return to custody [ME remaunden, fr MF remander, fr LL remandare 
to send hack word, fr L re- < mandare to order - more at mandate] - 
remand n 

re’mand .home n, Br a temporary centre for (juvenile) offenders - not 
now in technical use, compare community home 
remanence /'remanans/ n the magnetic induction remaining in a 
magnetized substance when the magnetizing force has become zero 
remanent /’rempnant/ adj 1 of. being, or charactenzed by remanence 
2 residual, remaining - fml [ME, fr L remanent-, remanens, prp of 
remanere to rrmain] 

’remark /ri'iMahk/ vt 1 to express as an observation or comment 2 to 
take notice of' observe - chiefly fml - vi to notice sthg and make a 
comment or observation on or upon [F remarquer, fr MF. fr re- < 
marquer to mark - more at marqul] 

'remark n 1 mention or notice of that which deserves attention (would 
ment - in any political history} 2 a casual expression of an opinion or 
judgment (heartily sick of his snide ^s} 

remarkable /n'mahkpbl/ adj worthy of being or likely to be noticed, esp 
as being uncommon or extraordinary - remarkableness n, remarkably 
adv 

remedial /n inccdi-sl, -dyal/ adj 1 intended as a remedy < - treatment} 
2 concerned with the correction of faulty study habits reading 
courses} - remedially adv 

’remedy /'remadi/ n 1 a medicine, application, or treatment that relieves 
or cures a disease 2 sthg that corrects or counteracts an evil or deficiency 
/ the fmng squad made a simple ^ for discontent} 3 (legal) compen.sation 
or amends [ME remedie, fr AF. fr L remedium, fr re- f meden to heal 
- more at midk al] 

'remedy vt to provide or serve as a remedy for - remediable /n'mcedi pbl, 
-dypbl/ adj 

remember /n'membo/ vt 1 to bnng to mind or think of again (for 
attention or consideration) (^s the old days} (^ me in your prayers} 
2 to give or leave (sby) a present, lip, etc < was ^ cd in the wilt} 3 to retain 
in the memory ('-- the facts until the test is over} 4 to convey greetings 
from me to your mother} 5 to commemorate w I to exercise or 
have the power of memory 2 to have a recollection or remembrance [ME 
remembren, fr MF remembrer, fr LL rememoran, fr L re- »■ LI 
memoran to be mindful of, fr L memor mindful - more at memory] 
remembrance /n'mcmbnms/ n 1 the state of beanng in mind 2 the 
penod over which one's memory extends 3 an act of recalling to mind 
(-of the offence angered him all over again'} 4 a memory of a person, 
thing, or event (had only a dim - of that night} 5a sthg that serves to 
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keep in or bring to mind b a commemoration, memonal c a greeting or 
gift recalling or expressing fnendship or afTection 
remembrancer /n'membransa/ n one who or that which reminds; esp, 
ctp any of several English ofTicials having ong the duty of bnnging a 
matter to the attention of the proper authonty 
Re.membrance 'Sunday n the Sunday closest to November 11, set 
aside in commemoration of fallen Allied servicemen and of the end of 
hostilities in 1918 and 1945 - compare vuerans day 
remind /ri'miend/ vt to put in mind of sthg, cause to remember - 
reminder n 

reminisce /.remi'ms/ vi to indulge in reminiscence [back-formation fr 
reminiscence] 

reminiscence /,remi'nis(3)ns/ n 1 the process or practice of thinking 
or telling about past expenences 2a a remembered expenence b an 
account of a memorable expenence - often pi (published the ^ s of the 
old settler') 3 sthg that recalls or is suggestive of sthg else [LL remi- 
niscentia, fr L reminiscent', reminiscens, prp of rcminisci to remember, 
fr re- 4 'minisci (akin to L ment-, mens mind) ^ more at mind] 
reminiscent /,remi'nis(3)nt/ adj 1 of (the character oO reminiscence 2 
marked by or given to reminiscence 3 tending to remind one (e g of sthg 
seen or known before) (a technology ^ of the Stone Age") 
remiss /n'mis/ adj 1 negligent in the performance of work or duty 2 
showing neglect or inattention (service was ^ in most of the hotels) 
[ME, fr L remissus, fr pp of remittere to send back, relax] - remissly ads, 
remissness n 

remission /n'mish(3)n/ n 1 the act or prcKcss of remitting 2 a state or 
period dunng which sthg (e g the symptoms of a disease) is remitted 3 
reduction of a pnson sentence 

'remit /n'mit/ vb -tt- vt la to release sby from the guilt or penally of (sin) 
b to refrain from inflicting or exacting <-- a tax) the penalty of loss 
of pay) c to give relief from (sufTenng) 2a to desist from (an activity) b 
to let (e g attention or diligence) slacken 3 to refer for consideration, 
specif to return (a case) to a lower court 4 to put back 5 to postpone, 
defer 6 to send (money) to a person or place vt la to moderate b of 
a disease or abnormality to become less severe for a period 2 to send 
money (e g in payment) [ME remitten, fr L remittere to send back, fr re- 
^ mittere to send > more at smite] - remitment n, remittable adj, 
remitter n 

’remit n 1 an act of remitting 2 sthg remitted to another person or 
authonty for consideration or judgment 
remittal /n'miil/ n a remission 

remittance /n'mir(9)ns/ n la a sum of money remitted b a documei.. 
by which money is remitted 2 transmittal of money 
remittent /n'mit(a)nt/ adj, of a disease marked by alternating penods 
of abatement and increase of symptoms [L remittent-, remittens, prp of 
remittere] - remittentiy adv 

remnant /'remnant/ n la a usu small part or trace remaining b a small 
surviving group - often pi 2 an unsold or unused end of fabric [ME, contr 
of remenant, fr MF, fr prp of remenoir to remain, fr L remanere - more 
at remain] 

remodel /.ree'modl/ vt to reconstruct 

remonet ize, 'iie /,ree'muni,tiez/ vt to restore to use as legal tender [rc- 
+ monetize (to com money, establish as legal tender), fr L moncta mint, 
money] - remonetization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

remonstrance /n'monstrans/ n an act or instance of remonstrating 
remonstrate /'reman, strayt, n'mon-/ vt to say or plead in protest, 
reproof, or opposition ^ vi to present and urge reasons in opposition - 
often 4 with [ML remonstratus, pp of remonstrate to demonstrate, fr L 
re- V monstrare to show - more at muster] - remonstration 
/jem3n'straysh(a)n/ n, remonstrative /n'monstrativ/ adj, remonstra- 
tively adv, remonstrator /'reman.strayta/ n 

remora /remara/ n any of several fishes that have a sucking disc on the 
head by means of which they chng to other fishes and to ships [L, lit , 
delay, fr remoran to delay, fr re- + moran to delay - more at 
moratorium; fr a former belief that it held ships back] 
remorse /n'maws/ n a deep and bitter distress ansing from a sense of 
guilt for past wrongs (ME, fr MF remors, fr ML remorsus, fr LL. act of 
biting again, fr L remorsus, pp of remordere to bite again, fr re- + mordere 
to bite - more at smart] - remoraeful adj, remorsefully adv 
re'morseleee /-lis/ adj 1 merciless cruelty) 2 persistent, indefati- 
gable - remorselessly adv, remorselessness n 
remote /n'moht/ adj 1 far removed in space, time, or relation (the ^ 
past) (comments ^ from the truth) 2 out-of-the-way. secluded 3 acting 
on or controlling indirectly or from a distance computer operation) 


4 small in degree (a ^ possibility) 5 distant in manner [L remotus, fr 
pp of removere to remove] - remotely adv, remoteness n 
re, mote con'trol n control over an operation (eg of a machine or 
weapon) exercisc^from a distance usu by means of an electneal circuit 
or radio waves lEirvisuiN 

'remould /.rce'mohld/ vt to refashion the tread of (a worn tyre) 

’remould /'ree.mohld/ n a remoulded tyre 

'remount /.ree'mownl/ vt 1 to mount again (--a picture) 2 to provide 
(e g a unit of cavalry) with remounts ^ vi to mount again [ME 
remounten, partly fr re- v mounten to mount, partly fr MF remonter, fr 
re- 4 monter to mount] 

’remount /'ree.mownt, ,-'-/ n a fresh riding horse, esp one used as a 
replacement for one which is exhausted 

removable /n'moohvabl/ adj capable of being removed - removable- 
ness n, removably adv. removability /-’bibti/ n 
removal /n'moohvi/ n 1 Or the moving of household goods from one 
residence to another 2 removing oi being removed, specif movi 2 c - fml 
(our ^ to Hampton Wick ) 

'remove /n'moohv/ vt 1 to change the Itxiation, position, station, or 
residence of < ^ soldiers to the front) 2 to move by lifting, pushing aside, 
or taking away or ort\- s his hat in \.hurch'> 3 to get nd of < - a tumour 
surgically^ vi to change lix'ation, station, or residence - fml removing 
from the city to the suburbs) [ME renioven, fr OF removoir, fr L 
removere, fr re- < movere to move) ^ remover n 

’remove n la a distance or interval separating one person or thing from 
anothei poems that work best at a slight - from the personal b a 
degree or stage of separation repetition, at many of the theme of 

her lint bixtk'y 2 a form intermediate between 2 others in some British 
schools 

re'moved adj la distant in degree of relationship b of a younger or older 
generation (a second cousin \ child is a second cousin once ^ N 2 separate 
or remote in space, time, or character 

remunerate /n'myoohna.rayt/ vt 1 to pay an equivalent for 2 to 
recompense [L remuneratus, pp of remunerare to recompense, fr re- * 
munerare to give, fr muner-, munus gift more at ' mtan ] - remunerator 
n, remuneration /■’raysh(3)n/ n, remunerative /■r.^tiv/ adj 
renaissance /n'nays(o)ns, ri'nesonhs/ n 1 cap the (period of the) 
tiumanistic revival of classical influence in Europe from the 14th c to the 
17th c, expressed in a flowering of the arts antt literatuie and by the 
beginnings of modern science 2 often cap a movement or pcnosl of 
vigorous artistic and intellectual activity 3 a rebirth, revival [F, fr MF, 
rebirth, fr renaistre to be born again, fr L renasci, fr re- t nasci to be born 
- more at naiiun] 

Renaissance man n a person of wide interests and expertise, specif a 
person equally at home in the arts and sciences 
renal /’rcenl/ adj relating to, involving, or located in the region of the 
kidneys [F or LL, F renal, fr LL renalis, fr L reties kidneys] 
renascence /rrnays(9)ns/ n a renaissance 

re'nascent /ri'nays(3)nt/ adj rising again into being or vigour - tml [L 
renascent-, renascens, prp of renasci] 

rend /rend/ vb rent /rent/ i/ 1 to wrest, split, or tear apart or in pieces 
(as il) by violence 2 to tear (the hair or clothing) as a sign of angei, grief, 
or despair 3a to lacerate mentally or emotionally b to pierce with sound 
^ VI to become torn or split [ME renden, fr OE rendan, akin to OFris 
renda to tear, Skt randhra hole] 

render /’renda/ vt la to melt down, extract by melting <— lard) b to 
treat so as to convert into industnal fats and oils or fertilizer 2a to yield, 
GIVE UP 1 b to deliver for consideration, approval, or information 3a to 
give in return or retnbution b to restore, give back c to give in 
acknowledgment of dependence or obligation d to do (a service) for 
another 4a to cause to be or become (enough rain to ~ irrigation 
unnecessary) b(l) to rcprtxluce or represent by artistic or verbal means 
(2) to give a performance of c to translate 5 to direct the execution of, 
administer < ^ justice) 6 to apply a coat of plaster or cement directly to 
(ME rendren, fr MF rendre to give back, yield, fr (assumed) VL rendere, 
alter, of L reddere, partly fr re- ^ dare to give & partly fr re- ♦ -dere to 
put - more at *date, ix^] 

rendering /'rend(3)nng/ n a covenng matenal, usu of cement, sand, and 
a small percentage of lime, applied to extenor walls 
rendezvoue /'rondi.vooh, -day-, 'ronh-/ n, pi rendezvous 1 a place 
(appointed) for assembling or meeting 2 a meeting at an appointed place 
and time [MF, fr rendez vous present yourselves] - rendezvous vi 
rendition /ren'dish(d)n/ n the act or result of rendering: eg a a 
translation b a performance, interpretation [obs F, fr MF, alter, of 
reddition, fr LL reddition-, redditio, fr L redditus, pp of reddere] 
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renegade /'reni.gayd/ n 1 a deserter from one faith, cause, or allegiance 
to another 2 an individual who rejects lawful or conventional behaviour 
(Sp rcnegado, fr ML renegatus, fr pp of renegare to deny, fr L re- ♦ negarc 
to deny - more at nfoafl] - renegade adj 

renege /n'neeg, n'nayg/ vi to go back on a promise or commitment <-d 
on her contract^ [ML renegare] - reneger n 

renew /n'nyooh/ vt 1 to restore to freshness, vigour, or perfection <a.s 
we our strength in sleep') 2 to make new spintually, regenerate 3a to 
revive b to make changes in, rebuild 4 to make or do again 5 to begin 
again; resume 6 to replace, replenish water in a tank) 7a to grant 
or obtain an extension of or on (c g a subscription, lease, or licence) b to 
grant or obtain a further loan of <~ a library book) -v/ to make a 
renewal (eg of a lease) ~ renewable adj, renewably adv, renewal n, 
renewer /i, renewability /-a'bibti/ n 
reni', reno- comb form kidney <reni/bmi> [L ren^ kidneys] 
reniform /'reni.fawm, 'rec-/ adj kidney-shaped — ^ plant [NL reni- 
formis, fr reni- + -formis -form] 

renin /'reenin, 'renin/ n an enryme of the kidney that plays a major role 
in the release of angiotensin [ISV, fr L renes] 

rennet /'remt/ n la the contents of the stomach of an unweaned animal, 
esp a calf b (a preparation from) the lining membrane of a stomach (e g 
the fourth of a ruminant) used for curdling milk 2 (a substitute for) rennin 
[ME, fr (assumed) ME rennen to cause to coagulate, fr OE gerennan, fr 
ge- together ^ (assumed) OE rennan to cause to run. akin to OHG rennen 
to cause to run. OE nnnan to run] 

rennin /'renin/ n any of several enzymes that coagulate milk and are used 
in making cheese and junkets, esp one from the mucous membrane of the 
stomach of a calf [rennet » '-in] 

renounce /n'nownc^^ vt 1 to give up. refuse, or resign, usu by formal 
declaration his errors/ Z to refuse to follow, obey, or recogni/e any 
further 3 to fail to follow with a card from (the suit led) in a card game 
[ME renouncen, fr ME renoncer, fr L renuntiare. (r re- + nuntiare to 
report, fr nuniius messenger] renouncement n, renouncer n 
renovate /'rena.vayt/ vt 1 to restore to life, vigour, or activity 2 to 
restore to a former or improved state (e g by cleaning, repairing, or 
rebuilding) (L renovatus, pp of renovate, fr re- + novare to make new, 
fr no\us new - more at Ntw] - renovator n, renovation 
/•'vaysh(3)n/ n 

renown /ri'nown/ n a slate of being widely acclaimed, fame (ME, fr ME 
tenon, fi OF. fr renomer to celebrate, fr re- ♦ nomer to name, fr 1 
nominate, fr nomin-, nornen name - more at namt] 
re'nowned adj celebrated, famous 

Vent /rent/ n la a usu fixed periodical return made by a tenant or 
occupant of property or user of gcxxis to the owner for the possession and 
use thereof b an amount paid or collected as rent 2 the portion of the 
income of an economy (c g of a nation) attnbutable to land as a factor of 
production in addition to capital and labour [ME rente, fr OF, income 
from a property, fr (assumed) VL rendita, fr fern of renditus, pp of rendere 
to yield - more at rlnoi r] 

’rent vt 1 to take and hold under an agreement to pay rent 2 to grant the 
possession and use of for rent ^ v/ I to obtain the possession and use of 
a place or article for rent 2 to allow the possession and use of properly 
for rent - rentable adj, rentability /-ta'bibti/ n 
’rent past of rlnu 

Vent n 1 an opening or split made (as lO by rending 2 an act or instance 
of rending [E dial rent (to rend), var of rend] 

'rental /'rentl/ n 1 an amount paid or collected as rent 2 an act of renting 
3 NAm sthg (e g a house) that is rented 
’rental adj of or relating to rent or renting 
renter /'renb/ n the lessee or tenant of property [VtNi i '-lr] 
rentier /"rontLay, 'ronh- {Fr rdtje)/ n one who receives a fixed income 
(e g from land or shares) [F, fr OF, fr rente] 

'rent .strike n a refusal by a group of tenants to pay rent 
renumber /.ree'numba/ vt to number again or differently 
renunciation /n.nunsi*aysh(a)n/ n the act or practice of renouncing, 
spec/f self-denial practised for religious reasons [ME, fr L renuntiation-. 
renuntiatio, fr renuntiatus, pp of renuntiare] - renunciative /n'nunsi ativ. 
-sya-/ adj, renunciatory /-si at(a)n, -sy,>-/ adj 
reoffer /.ree'ofs/ vt to offer (a security issue) for public sale 
reopen /.rec'ohp(a)n/ vt 1 to open again 2 to resume (discussion or 
consideration oO a contract) 3 to begin again -v/ to open again 
(school ^sin September) 

reorder /.rcc'awda/ vt to arrange in a different way 
'rep, repp /rep/ n a plain-weave fabne with raised crosswise nbs [F reps. 
modif of E nbs, pi of rib] 


’rep n a representative, specif, chiefly Br sales representative - 
infml 

’rep n RfcPKRroRY 2b, c - infml 

'repair /n'peo/ w to betake oneself, go <-cd to his home) - fml [ME 
repairen, fr MF repainer to go back to one’s country, fr LL repatnare, 
fr L re- + patna native country - more at expatriate] 

’repair vt 1 to restore by replacing a part or putting together what is tom 
or broken 2 to restore to a sound or healthy state 3 to remedy [ME 
repairen, fr MF reparer, fr L reparare, fr re- ^ parare to prepare - more 
at pare] - repairer n, repairable adj, repairability /-ra'bibti/ n 
’repair n 1 an instance or the act or process of repairing ^ relative 
condition with respect to soundness or need of repairing (the car is in 
reasonably good ^ > 

reparable /'rep(a)rabl/ adj capable of being repaired 
reparation /,repa'raysh(a)n/ n la the act of making amends, offenng 
expiation, or giving satisfaction for a wrong or injury b sthg done or given 
as amends or satisfaction 2 damages, specif compensation payable by a 
defeated nation for war damages - usu pi with sing meaning [ME, fr MF, 
fr LL reparation-, reparatio, fr L reparatus, pp of reparare] - reparative 
/n'par.->liv/ adj 

repartee /.repah'tce/ n 1 a quick and witty reply 2 (skill in) amusing 
and usu light sparring with words [F repartie, fr repartir to retort, fr MF, 
fr re- ^ partir to divide - more at Vari] 
repaas /.ree'pahs/ vi to pass again, esp in the opposite direction ^ vt to 
pass through, over, or by again the house j [ME repassen, fr MF 
repasscr, fr OF, fr re- t passer to pass] - repassage /.ree'pasij/ n 
repast /n'pahst/ n 'mlal - fml [ME, fr MF. fr OF, fr repaistre to feed, 
fr re- * paistre to feed, fr L pascere - more at ecxid] 
repatriate /,rce‘patri.ayi, ri-, -'pay-/ vt to restore to the country of ongin 
[LL repatnatus, pp of repatnare to go back to one’s country - more at 
’repair] - repatriate /-tn at/ n, repatriation /•'aysh(3)n/ n 
repay /n’pay, .rce-/ \t repaid /-'payd/ la to pay back a loan) b to 
give or inflict in return or requital evil for evif) 2 to compensate, 
requite 3 to recompense <a company which ^ s hard work) - repayable 
adi, repayment n 

repeal /ri'peel/ vt to revoke (a law) [ME repclen, fr MF repeler, fr OF, 
fr re- t apelcr to appeal, call] - repeal n, repealable adj 
'repeat /n'peet/ vf latosay or state again b to say through from memory 
c to say after another < ^ these words after me) 2a to make, do, perform, 
present, or broadcast again an expenment) b to expencnce again 3 
to express or present (oneself or itselO again in the same words, terms, or 
form -VI 1 to say, do. or accomplish sthg again 2 of food to continue 
to be lasted intermittently after being swallowed - often on (ME 
repeten, fr Mf repeter, fr L repetere, fr re- + petere to go to, seek - more 
at lEAiHERj repeatable adj, repeatability /-ta'bibti/ n 
’repeat n 1 the act of repeating 2a sthg repeated, specif a television or 
radio programme that has previously been broadcast at least once b (a 
sign placed before or after) a musical passage to be repeated in perform- 
ance - MUSIC 

re'peated adj 1 renewed or rccurnng again and again changes of* 
plan) 2 said, done, or presented again 
repeatedly /n'peetidli/ adv again and again 

repeater /n'peeta/ n 1 a watch that stnkes the time when a catch is 
pressed 2 a firearm that fires several times without having to be reloaded 
('RFPrAr 4 --er] 

repeating decimal /n'peeting/ n recurring dfcimai 
repechage /.repi'shahzh. '-,-/ n a heat (e g in rowing) in which losers 
from earlier heats are given another chance to qualify for the finals [F 
repechage second chitnce. reexamination for a candidate who has failed, 
fr repecher to fish out, rescue, fr re- 4 pecher to fish, fr L piscan - more 
at piscatory] 

repel /n'pel/ vt -IF 1 to drive back; repulse 2a to dnve away b to be 
incapable of sticking to. mixing with, taking up, or holding (a fabric that 
-s moisture) c to (tend to) force away or apart by mutual action at a 
distance <2 like elecinc charges - one another) 3 to cause aversion in; 
disgust [ME repellen, fr L repetlere, fr re- ^ pellere to drive] 
'repellent also repellant /n'pebnt/ adj 1 serving or tending to drive away 
or ward off 2 repulsive (L repellent-, repellens, prp of repellere] - 
repellently adv 

’repellent also repellant n sthg that repels, esp a substance used to prevent 
insect attacks 

'repent /n'peni/ vj 1 to turn from sin and amend one’s life 2 to feel regret 
or contntion ^ vt to feel sorrow, regret, or contrition for [ME repenten, 
fr OF repentir, fr re- f pentir to be sorry, fr L paenitere - more at 
penitent] - repentance n, repentant adj, repenter n 
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’repent /'reepdnt/ adj, of a plant part creeping, prostrate [L repent-, 
repens, prp of repere to creep - more at repiile] 
repercussion /.rcep9'kush(a)n/ n I an echo, reverberation 2a an action 
or effect given or exerted in return b a widespread, indirect, or unforeseen 
effect of an act, action, or event [L repercussion-, repercussio, fr repercus- 
sus, pp of repercutere to dnve back, fr re- + percutcrc to beat - more at 
pfrcussion] - repercnssire /-siv/ adj 
repertoire /'repa.twah/ n la a list or supply of dramas, operas, pieces, 
or parts that a company or person is prepared to perform b a range of 
skills, techniques, or expedients 2a the complete list or range of skills, 
techniques, or ingredients used m a particular field, occupation, or 
practice b a list or stock of capabilities (^the instruction ^ of a computery 
[F repertoire, fr LL repertonum] 

repertory /’repat(a)n/ n 1 a repository 2a a repertoire b (a theatre 
housing) a company that presents several different plays in the course of 
a season at one theatre c the production and presentation of plays by a 
repertory company (^acting in [LL repertonum list, fr L repertus, pp 
of repenre to find, fr re- > parere to produce - more at parl] 
r^p^titeur /n.peli'tuh/ n sby who coaches opera singers jF, fr L 
repetitus, ppj 

ropotition /,rcpi'tish(3)n/ n 1 repeating or being repeated 2 a reproduc- 
tion, copy (L repetition-, repetitio, fr repetitus, pp of repetere to repeat] 

- repetitional adj 

repetitious /.repi'tishas/ adj characterized or marked by repetition, esp 
tediously repeating - repetitiously adv, repetitiousness n 
repetitive /n'petativ/ adj repetitious - repetitively adv, repetitive- 
ness n 

repine /ri'pien/ vi to feci or express dejection or discontent -fml - 

repiner n 

replace /n'plays/ vt 1 to restore to a former place or position cards 
in a nie} 2 to take the place of, esp as a substitute or successor 3 to put 
sthg new in the place of ^ a worn carpet} replaceable adj. 
replacer n 

re'placement /-mant/ n 1 replacing or being replaced 2 sthg or sby 
that replaces another 

replant / .ree'plahnt/ vt 1 to plant again or anew 2 to provide with new 
plants 

Veplay /.ree'play/ vt to play again 

’replay /'reeplay/ n la an act or instance of replaying b the playing of 
a tape (eg a videotape) 2 a repetition, reenactment (don't want a - of 
our old mistakes} 3 a match played to resolve a tie in an earlier 
match 

replenish /replenish/ vt to stock or fill up again <^cd his glass} (ME 
replenisshen, fr MF repleniss-, stem of repJenir to fill, fr OF, fr re- + pJein 
full, fr L plenus - more at 'r'I c] - replenishment n 
replete /n'pleet/ adj 1 fully or abundantly provided or filled 2 abun- 
dantly fed; sated [ME, fr MF & L, MF replet, fr L repletus, pp of replere 
to fill up, fr re- + picre to fill] - repletcness n, repletion 
/ri'plecsh(3)n/ n 

replevin /ri'plcvm/ n the recovery of goods detained, upon secunty being 
given to try the matter in court [ME, fr AF replevine, fr repicvir to give 
security, fr OF, fr re- * plevir to pledge, fr (assumed) LL plebere] 
replevy /n'plevi/ vt to get back by replevin [AF repicvir] 
replica /"replika/ n I a close reproduction or facsimile, esp by the maker 
of the onginal 2 a copy, duplicate [It, repetition, fr repJicare to repeat, 
fr LL. fr L, to fold back] 

replicate /'repti.kayt/ vt 1 to duplicate, repeat < ^ a statistical expen- 
ment} 2 to fold or bend back to produce a replica of itself 
(replicating virus particles} [LL replicatus, pp of replicare, (2) L repli- 
catus] - replicable /replikabl/ adj, replicative Akativ, -.kaytiv/ adj, 
repIlMbllity /-kaliibti/ n 

replication /,reph'kaysh(3)n/ n la an answer (to a reply), a rejoinder 
b a plaintiffs reply to a defendant 2 the action or process of reproduc- 
ing 

Veply /n'plie/ vi la to respond in words or wnting b to make a legal 
replication 2 to do sthg in response ^ vt to give as an answer [ME 
replien, fr MF replter to fold again, fr L replicare to fold back, fr re- ♦ 
plicare to fold - more at 'ply] 

’reply n sthg said, wntten, or done in answer or response 
'report /ri'pawt/ n la (an account spread by) common talk b character 
or reputation <a man of good ^ > 2a a usu detailed account or statement 
(a news > b an account of a judicial opinion or decision c a usu formal 
record of the proceedings of a meeting or inquiry d a statement of a 
pupil’s performance at school usu issued every term to the pupil's parents 


or guardian 3 a loud explosive noise [ME, fr MF, fr OF, fr reporter to 
report, fr L reportare, fr re- + portare to carry - more at 'farf] 

’report vt 1 to give information about; relate 2a to convey news of b to 
relate the words or sense of (sthg said) c to make a wntten record or 
summary of d to present the newsworthy aspects or developments of in 
wnting or for broadcasting 3a to announce or relate (as the result of 
examination or investigation) ed no sign of disease} b to make known 

to the relevant authonties (—a fire} c to make a charge of misconduct 
against ^ vi la to give an account b to present oneself at the main 
entrance} c to account for oneself as specified <~ed sick on Fnday} 2 
to make, issue, or submit a report 3 to act in the capacity of a news 
reporter - reportable adj 

reportage /.repaw'tahzh, n'pawtij/ n 1 the act or process of reponing 
news 2 wnting intended to give a usu factual account of events [F, fr 
reporter to report] 

reportedly /n'pawtidli/ adv reputedly 

re.ported 'speech /n'pawtid/ n the report of one utterance grammati- 
cally adapted lor inclusion in another 

reporter /n'pawta/ n sby who or sthg ihat reports e g a one who makes 
a shorthand record of a proceeding b a journalist who writes news stones 
c one who gathers and broadcasts news 

re'port .stage n the st^ in the Rntish legislative process before the 
third reading of a bill -Zl" law 

'repose /n'pohz/ vt to lay at rest < ^ her head on the cushion} ~ vi la 
to he resting b to he dead <, reposing in state} 2 to take rest 3 to rest for 
support chiefly fml (a bowl reposing on the table} [ME reposen, fr MF 
reposer, fr OF, fr LL repausare, fr L re- » LL i^ausare to slop, fr L pausa 
pause - more at fa list] 

’repose n 1 a place or state of rest or resting, esp rest in sleep 2a calm, 
tranquillity b a restful effect (eg of a painting or colour scheme) 3 
cessation or absence of activity, movement, or animation (the appearance 
of his face in -^} 4 comptisure of manner - reposeful adj 
repository /ri'pozat(3)ri/ n I a place, room, or container where sthg is 
deposited or stored 2 sby who or sthg that holds or stores sthg nonma- 
tenal (e g knowledge) 3 sby to whom sthg is confided or entrusted [L 
repositonum, fr repositus, pp of reponere to replace, fr re- f poncrc to 
place - more at pnsi fidn] 

repossess /.rcepa’zes/ vi l to regain possession of 2 to resume pos- 
session of in default of the payment of instalnienflFdue - repossession 
/-’zcsh(3)n/ n 

repouss^ /ra’ptxihsay/ n or adj (metalwork) decorated with patterns in 
'relief made by hammering on the reverse side [adj F, pp of reptwsser to 
press back, fr MF, fr re- t pousser to push, thrust, fr OI* poulser - more 
at PUSH, n fr adj] 
repp /rep/ n 'rfp 

reprehend /.repn'hend/ vt to voice disapproval of. censure [ME repre- 
henden, fr L reprehendere, lit , to hold back, fr re- + prehendere to grasp 
- more at prfhfnsii f] 

reprehensible /.rcpn'hensabl/ adf deserving censure, culpable [ME, fr 
LL reprehensibilis, fr reprehensus, pp of reprehendere] - reprehensible- 
ness n, reprehensibly adv, reprehensibility /-'bibti/ n 
represent /.rcpn'/cnl/ vt 1 to convey a mental impression of (a book 
which s the character of Tudor England} 2 to serve as a sign or symbol 
of (the snake -^s Satan} 3 to portray or exhibit in art; depict 4a(l) to 
lake the place of in some respect; stand in for (2) to act m the place of 
b to serve, esp in a legislative body, by delegated authonty 5 to attribute 
a specified character or identity to <,--8 himself as a fnend of the 
workingman} 6 to serve as a specimen, exemplar, or instance of 7 to form 
a mental impression of [ME representen, fr MF representer, fr L 
repraesentare, fr re- f praesentare to present] - representable adj, 
representer n 

representation /.rcpnzen'taysh(3)n/ n 1 sby who or sthg that rep- 
resents e g a an artistic likeness or image b a statement made to influence 
opinion - usu pi with sing, meaning c a usu formal protest <a in 
parliament} 2 representing or being represented- eg a the action or fact 
of one person standing in place of another so as to have the rights and 
obligations of the person represented b representisg or being represented 
on or in son.e formal, esp legislative, body 3 the people representing a 
constituency - representational adj 

representational /,repnzen'taysh(3)nl/ adj 1 of representation 2 of 
realistic depiction of esp physical objects or appearances in the graphic or 
plastic arts 

representationalism /,repnzen'tayshn-liz(3)m/ o the theory that the 
perceived object is an idea in the mind that represents an item in the 
externa) world - compare presentation ism - repreaentatlonalfft n 
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Representative /.repnVcntitiv/ adj 1 serving to represent <a painting 
~ of stnfe} 2a standing or acting for another, esp through delegated 
authority b of or based on representation of the people in government by 
election 3 serving as a typical or charactcnstic example area) 4 of 
representation - representatively adv, representativeness n 
Representative n 1 a typical example of a group, class, or quality 2 
one who represents another or others, eg a(l) one who represents a 
constituency (2) a member of a House of Representatives or of a US state 
legislature b a deputy, delegate c one who represents a business organiza- 
tion; esp SALES RLFRiishNTATivr d onc who represents another as suc- 
cessor or heir 

repress /n'prcs/ vt la to curb (injustice was b to put down by 

force an insurrection} 2a to hold in or prevent the expression of, by 
self-control < - ed a laugh} b to exclude (e g a feeling) from consciousness 
by psychological repression - compare sufprfss 3a [ME repressen, fr L 
repressus. pp of repnmere to check, fr re^ + premerc to press - more at 
Rress] - repressible adj, repressive /-siv/ adj, repressor n 
repression /rrprcsh(3)n/ n la repressing or being repressed <- of 
unpopular opinions} b an instance of repressing (racial ^s> 2 a 
psychological process by which unacceptable desires or impulses are 
excluded from conscious awareness 

Reprieve /n'prcev/ vt 1 to delay or remit the punishment of (eg a 
condemned prisoner) 2 to give temporary relief or rest to [perh fr MF 
repns, pp of reprendre to take back] 

'reprieve n la reprieving or being reprieved b (a warrant for) a suspen- 
sion or remission of a (death) sentence 2 a temporary remission (e g from 
pain or trouble) 

Reprimand /rcpri.mahnd/ n a severe (and formal) reprtxif [F repri- 
mande, fi L repnmen^a fern of repnmendus, gerundive of repnmere to 
check] 

Reprimand \t to criticize sharply or formally censure, usu 

from a position of authority 

reprint /'ree.print/ n 1 a subsequent impression of a b(X)k previously 
published in the same form 2 matter (eg an article) that has appeared 
in pnnt before - reprint /.ree'prtnt/ \t 

reprisal /n'prie/1/ ii I (a) retaliation by force short of war 2 the usu 
forcible retaking of sthg (e g territory) 3 a retaliatory act [ME repnsatl, 
fr MF repnsaille, fr Olt npresaglia. fr npreso, pp of nprendere to take 
back, fr n- re- (fr L re ) t prenderc to take, fr L prehendere - more at 

FRFHFNSILI-] 

reprise /n'picez, sense I also n'pnez/ n t a deduction or charge made 
yearly out of a manor or estate - usu pi 2 a repetition of a musical passage, 
theme, or perlormance [ME, fr MF. lit , action of taking back, fr OF. fr 
reprendre to take back, Ir re- » prendre to take, fr E prehendere] 
Reproach /n'prohch/ ri 1 (a cause or occasion oO discredit or disgrace 
(the poverty of millions is a constant 2 the act or action of 
reproaching oi disapproving <wa5 beyond 3 an expression of rebuke 
or disapproval [ME reproche, frMF.fr OF. fr reprochier to reproach, 
fr (assumed) VL repropiare, fr L re- f prope near - more at approac h] 
- reproachful adj, reproachfully adv, reproachfulness n 
'reproach vt to express disapixnntment and displeasure with (a person) 
for conduct that is blameworthy or in need of amendment - reproachable 
adj, reproacher n, reproachingly adv 
Reprobate /'repra.bayl/ vt I to condemn strongly as unworthy, unac- 
ceptable, or evil 2 to predestine to damnation [MF reprobafen, fr LE 
reprobatus, pp of reprobarc - more at rlprovf] - reprobation 
/-'baysh( 3 )n/ n, reprobative /'reprabativ/ adi, reprobatory /-t(3)n/ adj 
'reprobate Aeprabayt/ adj 1 predestined to damnation 2 morally 
• dissolute, unpnncipled - reprobate n 

reproduce /.reepra'dyoohs/ vt 1 to produce (new living things of the 
.same kind) by a sexual or asexual process 2 to cause to exist again or anew 
3 to imitate closely (sound-effects that the sound of thunder} 4 to 
make an image or copy of 5 to translate (a recording) into sound or an 
image ^ w I to undergo reproduction in a usu specified manner (the 
picture -s welt} 2 to produce oflFspnng [rf- ♦- 'prodiiclJ - reproducer 
n, reproducible adj, reproducibility /-sa'bibti/ n 
reproduction /,rccpr3'duksh(3)n/ n I the act or process of reproducing. 
specif the sexual or asexual process by which plants and animals give rise 
to ofTspnng 2 sthg (e g a painting) that is reproduced - reproductive 
/-'duktiv/ adj 

reprography /ri'prografi/ n the science or practice of reproducing 
graphic matter (e g by photocopying) [reproduction i -graphy] - repro- 
graphic /.rcpra'grafik/ adj 

reproof /ri'proohf/ /» criticism for a fault [ME reprof, fr MF reprove, 
fr OF, fr reprover] 


reprove /n'proohv/ vt 1 to call attention to the rcmissncss of a 
child's bad manners} vt 2 to express disapproval of, censure a child 
for her bad manners} [ME reproven, fr MF reprover, fr LL reprobarc to 
disapprove, condemn, fr E re- i probare to test, approve - more at PROVt] 

- reprover n, reprovingly adv 

reptile /reptiel/ n 1 any of a class of air-breathing vertebrates that 
include the alligators and crocodiles, lizards, snakes, turtles, and extinct 
related forms (c g the dinosaurs) and have a bony skeleton and a body usu 
covered with scales or bony plates fvolution 2 a grovelling or 
despicable person [ME reptil, fr MF or EL, MF reptile (fern), fr LL 
reptile (ncut), fr neut of reptilis creeping, fr L reptus, pp of repere lo creep; 
akin to OHG reba tcndnl] 

Reptilian /rep'tilyan/ adj 1 resembling or having the characteristics of 
a reptile 2 of the reptiles 
'reptilian n rf.ptilc 1 

republic /n'publik/ n la a state whose head is not a monarch b a state 
in which supreme power resides m the people and is exercised by their 
elected representatives governing according to law c a (specified) republi- 
can government (the French Fourth Rcpubiic> 2 a body of people freely 
and equally engaged in a common activity (the of letters} 3 a 
constituent political and terntonal unit of the USSR or Yugoslavia [F 
republique. fr MF republique, fr L respublica, fr res thing, wealth + 
publica, fern of publicus public - more at 'rlai , public] 

Republican /n'publikan/ adj la of or like a republic b advocating a 
republic 2 cap of or constituting a political party of the USA that is usu 
pnmanly a.ss(Kiatcd with business, financial, and some agncultural inter- 
ests and IS held to favour a restneted governmental role in social and 
economic life - republicanism n 

'republican n 1 one who favours republican government 2 cap a 
member of the US Republican party 

repudiate /n'pyoohdi,ayt/ vt 1 to refuse to have anything to do with, 
disown 2a to refuse to accept, esp to reject as unauthorized or as having 
no binding force b to reject as untrue or unjust C-* a charge} 3 to refuse 
to acknowledge or pay <- a debt} [L repudiatus, pp of repudiare. fr 
rcpudium divorce] - repudiation /-‘aysh(3)n/ n 
repugnance /n'pugnans/ n 1 the quality or fact or an instance of being 
contradictory or incompatible 2 strong dislike, aversion, or antipathy 
repugnant /n'pugnant/ adj 1 incompatible, inconsistent 2 arousing 
strong dislike or aversion [ME, opposed, contradictory, incompatible, fr 
MF. fr L repugnant-, repugnans. prp of repugnare to fight against, fr re- 
t pugnare to fight - more at punoeni] - repugnantly adv 
Repulse /n'puls/ vt 1 to drive or beat back (-^ the invading army} 2 
to repel by discourtesy, coldness, or denial 3 to cause repulsion in [L 
repulsus, pp of repellere to repel] 

'repulse n 1 a rebufT, rejection 2 repelling an assailant or being 
repelled 

repulsion /n'pulsh(a)n/ n 1 repulsing or being repulsed 2 a force (c g 
between like electnc charges or like magnetic poles) fending to produce 
separation 3 a feeling of strong aversion 

repulsive /n'pulsiv/ adj 1 tending to repel or reject, forbidding 2 
serving or able to repulse 3 arousing strong aversion or disgust 
repulsively adv, repulsiveness n 

reputable /’repyootabl/ adj held in go<xl repute, well regarded - 
reputably adv, reputability /.rcpyoota’bibti/ n 
reputation /,rcpyoo'taysh(3)n/ n la overall quality or character as seen 
or judged by others b recognition by other people of some characteristic 
or ability (has the of being clever} 2 a place in public esteem or regard; 

good name 

^repute /n'pyooht/ vt to believe, consider ^--'d to be the oldest 
specimen} ('^d honest} [ME reputen, fr MF reputer, fr L reputarc to 
reckon up. think over, fr re- putare to reckon - more at pave] 
'repute n 1 the character, quality, or status commonly asenbed 2 the 
state of being favourably known or spoken of 
re'puted adj being such according lo general or popular belief (the 
father of the child} - reputedly adv 

Request /n'kwest/ n 1 the act or an instance of asking for sthg 2 sthg 
asked for 3 the condition or fact of being requested (available on i 
the state of being sought after (a book in great - > [ME requeste, fr MF. 
fr (assumed) VL requaesta, fr fern of requaestus, pp of requaerere to 
require] 

'request vt I to make a request to or of <^ed her to write a paper} 2 
to ask as a favour or pnvilcgc (he to be excused} 3 to ask for < - ed 
a brief delay} 

requiem Aekwi am, -.em/ n I a mass for the dead 2 sthg that resembles 
a solemn funeral chant in lone or function < ‘Requiem for a Nun' - 
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reproduction<a> 


placenta — 


abdominal wall - 


foetus or embryo 


amniotic fluid - 


umbilical cord — 


uterus (womb)- 






Pregnancy 

The diagram on the right shows a 
foetus at full term - that is, when it is 
ready to be born Pregnancy is usually 
40 weeks long, the estimated birth 
date being calculated from the first 
day of the last menstrual period 




pubic bone 








cervix 
(neck of 
womb) 


Menstrual cycle 

The menstrual cycle is, on average, 

28 days long though it is frequently 
shorter or longer than this. The day on 
which menstruation begins is counted 
as the first day of the cycle, and at the 
same time an ovum begins to develop 
in a follicle in the ovary. This ovum is 
released on or about the fourteenth 
day. It then passes down the fallopian 
tube to the uterus where, if the ovum 
has been fertilized, it embeds itself in 
the lining and starts to develop. If the 
ovum has not been fertilized it passes 
out of the uterus with the menstrual 
flow. 


I release of ovum (ovulation) 

most likely time 
for conception 


development of ovum in follicle 




menstruation 

(menstrual 

period) 


lining of uterus 
building up 
to receive ovum 


28 days 
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Willuim Faulkner) 3 ofJten cap a a musical setting of the mass for the 
dead b a musical composition in honour of the dead [ME, fr L (first word 
of the introit of the requiem mass), acc of requics rest, fr re- * quies quiet, 
rest - more at wHiLcj 

require /rilcwie-a/ vt 1 to claim or demand by nght and authority 2a 
to call for as suitable or appropriate {the occasion s formal dressy b 
to call for as necessary or essential, have a compelling need for <a// living 
beings ^ foody 3 to impose an obligation or command on, compel [ME 
requeren, fr MF requerre, fr (assumed) VL requaerere to seek for, need, 
require, alter, of L requirere, fr re- + quaerere to seek, ask] - require* 
meat n 

requisite /rekwizit/ adj necessary, required <^make the ** paymenty 
[ME, fr L requisitus, pp of requirere] ~ requisite n, requisiteness n 
requisition /,rekwi'zish(3)n/ n 1 the act of formally requesting sby to 
perform an action 2a the act of requiring sthg to be supplied b a formal 
and authoritative (wntten) demand or application for army suppliesy 

[MF or ML; MF, fr ML requisition-, requisitio, fr L, act of searching, fr 
requisitus] - requisition vt 

requite /ri'kwiet/ vt 1 to make retaliation for 2a to make suitable return 
to (for a benefit or service) b to compensate sufficiently for (an injury) 
[re< obs quite (to quit, pay), fr ME quiten - more at ’quit] - requital 
/n'kwitl/ n 

reredos /*na.dos, 'narudos, 'rears-/ n a usu ornamental wood or stone 
screen or partition wall behind an altar [ME. fr AF areredos, fr MF arrerc 
behind + dos back, fr L dorsum - more at arrejSr] 
rerun /'ree.run/ n a presentation of a film or television programme after 
Its first run - rerun /.ree'run/ vt 

rescind /n'smd/ vt 1 to annul, take bac k (.refused to ^ her harsh 
ordery 2 to repeal, revoke (e g a law, custom, etc) [L rescindere, fr re- 
^ semdere to cut - more at 'shed] - rescinder n. rescindment n. rescission 
/n'sizh(a)n/ n 

rescript /'ree.sknpt/ n 1 a wntten answer (e g of a pope) to a legal 
inquiry or petition 2 an act or instance of rewnting [L resenptum. fr neut 
of resenptus, pp of resenbere to wnte m reply, fr re- + senbere to write 

- more at 'scribe] 

rescue /'reskyooh/ vt to free from confinement, danger, or evil [ME 
rescuen, ir MF rescourre. fr OF, fr re- ♦ escourre to shake out, fr L 
excutere, fr ex- ^ quatere to shake - more at quash] - rescue n, 
rescuer n 

'research /ri'suhch, 'reesuhch/ n I careful or diligent search 2 scientific 
or scholarly inquiry, esp study or expenment aimed at the discovery, 
interpretation, reinterpretation, or application of (new) facts, theories, or 
laws [MF recerche, fr recerchier to investigate thoroughly, fr OF. fr re- 
+ cerchier to search - more at sij\kcii] 

^research vt 1 to search or investigate thoroughly a problemy 2 to 
engage m research on or for <'^ a booky the life of Chauccry ^ vi 
to perform research - researcbable /n'suhchabl/ adj, researcher 
/n'suhcha, 'rce-/ n 

resect /ri'sekt/ vt to remove surgically a part of (an organ or structure) 
[L resectus, pp of resecare to cut off, fr re- ^ secare to cut - more at ’saw] 

- resectable adj, resectability /-ta'bibii/ n, resection /n'seksh(3)n/ n 
reseda /'resida/ n any of a genus of Old World plants (e g mignonette) 

[NL, genus name, fr L, a plant used to reduce tumours] 
resemble /n'zembl/ vt resembling /n'/embling, -'zembl ing/ to be like 
or similar to [ME resemblen, fr MF resembler, fr OF, fr re- f scmbler 
to be like, seem, fr L simiJare to copy, fr simihs like - more at same] 
resemblance /n'zembbns/ n 

resent /n'zent/ vt to harbour or express ill will or bitterness at [F 
ressentir to feel strongly about, fr OF, fr re- ^ sentir to feel, fr L sentif. 

- more at sense] - resentful adj, resentfully adv, resentfulness n, 

resentment n 

reserpine /'resapin/ n an alkaloid extracted esp from the root of a 
tropical shrub of the penwinkle family and sometimes used in the 
treatment of mildly rais^ blood pressure [G reserpin, prob irreg fr NL 
Rauwolfia serpentina, a shrub of the genus Rauwolfia] 
reservation /.reza*vaysh(a)n/ n I an act of reserving sthg, esp (a 
promise, guarantee, or record of) an arrangement to have sthg (e g a hotel 
room) held for one's use 2 a tract of land set aside; specif one designated 
for the use of Amencan Indians by treaty 3a (the specifying oQ a limiting 
condition (agreed, but with **'S> b a specific doubt or objection (had ^ s 
about the results} 4 a strip of land separating carnageways 5 chiefly 
NAm an area in which hunting is not permitted; esp one set aside as a 
secure breeding place ['reserve + -ation] 

'rosorve /n'zuhv/ vr 1 to hold in reserve; keep back < ^ gram for seedy 
2 to set aside (part of the consecrated elements) at the Euchanst for future 


use 3 to defer <- one's judgment on a plany [ME reserven. fr MF 
reserver, fr L reservare, lit , to keep back, fr re- ^ servare to keep - more 
at conserve] 

^reserve n 1 sthg retained for future use or need 2 sthg reserved or set 
aside for a particular use or reason, e g a(l) a military force withheld from 
action for later use - usu pi with sing meaning (2) the military forces of 
a country not part of the regular services, also a reservist b chiefly Br a 
tract (e g of public land) set apart for the conservation of natural resources 
or (rare) flora and fauna <a nature ^>. also one used for regulated 
hunting or fishing (a game - > 3 an act of reserving (accepted without 

- > 4 lestraint. closeness, or caution in one’s words and actions 5 money, 
gold, foreign exchange, etc kept in hand or set apart usu to meet liabilities 

- often pi with sing, meaning 6 a player or participant who has been 
selected to substitute for another if the need should anse - in reserve held 
back ready for use if needed 

re'served adj 1 restrained in speech and behaviour 2 kept or set apart 
or aside for future or special use - reservedly /-vidli/ adv. reservedness 
/•vidnis/ n 

re'serve .price n a pnee announced at an auction as the lowest that will 
be considered 

reservist /n'zuhvist/ n a member of a military reserve 
reservoir Ac73,vwah/ /; 1 a place where sthg is kept in store e g a an 
artificial lake where water is collected and kept in quantity for use b a 
part of an apparatus in which a liquid is held 2 an available but unused 
extra source or supply (an untapped ~ of ideas > [F reservoir, fr MF, fr 
reserver] 

reset /.rce'set/ vt -tt-; reset 1 to set again oi anew < -- type} 2 to change 
the reading of a metery - resettable adj 

res gestae /jeez jestee/ n pi facts relevant to legal prix:eedings and 
admissible as evidence [L, things done] 

reshape /.ree'shayp/ vt to give a new form or oncntation to - 

reshaper n 

reshuffle /.ree’shufl/ %t to reorganize by the redistribution of (existing) 
elements (the cabinet was d by the Prime Minister > reshuffle n 
reside /n'/icd/ vi la to dwell permanently or continuously, occupy a 
place as one’s legal domicile b to make one’s home for a time (the King 
^dat Lincolny 2a to be present as an element or quality b to be vested 
as a nght [ME residen, fr MF or L. MF lesider. fr L resiUere to sit back, 
remain, abide, fr re- * sedere to sit miirc at sit^.. 
residence /'rezid(3)ns/ n la the act or fact of dwelling in a place b the 
act or fact of living in or regularly attending some place for the discharge 
•of a duty or the enjoyment of a benefit 2 a (large oi impressive) dwelling 
3a the penod of abcxle in a place (after a - of 30 years) b a period of 
study, teaching, etc at a college or university 4 chiefly SAm housing or 
a unit of housing provided for students residency n - in residence I 
serving in a regular capacity 2 actually living in a usu specified place (the 
Queen is in residence at Windsor) 

'resident /'rc7id(p)nt/ adj la living m a place, esp for some length of time 
b serving in a regular or full-time capacity (the ** engineer for a highway 
department), also being m residence 2 present, inherent 3 of an animal 
not migratory [ME, fr L resident-, residens, prp of residere] 
’resident n one who resides in a place 

residential /,rezi'densh(3)l/ adj la used as a residence or by residents 
accommodation) b entailing residence (a course) 2 given over 
to pnvate housing as distinct from industry or commerce (a - neighbour- 
hood) 3 of residence or residences ~ residentially adv 
'residual /n'zidyoopi/ adj of or constituting a residue [L residuum 
residue] - residual I y adv 

’residual n sthg left over; a remainder, residue: eg a the difference 
between (1) results obtained by observation and by computation from a 
formula (2) the mean of several observations and any one of them b a 
residual product or substance 

re.siduary lega'tee /n'/idytxipn/ n sby who idhents a residue 
residue /'rezidyooh/ n sthg that remains after a part is taken, separated, 
or designated, a remnant, remainder e g a that pim of a testator’s estate 
remaining after the satisfaction of all debts and the |>ayment of all bequests 
b a constituent structural unit of a usu complex itiolecule (e g a protein 
or nucleic s:id) [ME, fr MF residu, fr L residuum, fr neut of residuus 
left over, fr residere to remain] 

residuum /ri'zidyoosm/ n, pi residua Adyoop/ sthg residual eg a 
RESIDUE aba residual product (eg left after the distillation of 
petroleum) [L] 

resign /n'zicn/ vt 1 to renounce voluntanly; esp to relinquish (e g a right 
or position) by a formal act 2 to reconcile, consign, esp to give (oneselQ 
over without resistance <^ed herself to her fate) vt to give up one’s 
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office or position [ME resignen, fr MF resigner, fr I. resignare, lit . to 
unseal, cancel, fr rc- » signare to sign, seal - more at ‘sion] - 

resigner n 

resignation /,re7.ig'naysh(3)n/ n la an act or instance of resigning sihg 
b a formal notification of resigning (Jhanded in her ^ > 2 the quality or 
state of being resigned 

re'signed adj marked by or expressing submission to sthg regarded as 
inevitable (a ^ look on his face} - resignedly /n'zienidli/ adv, resigned- 
ness /-nidnis/ n 

resilience /n'rilyans/, resiliency /~$i/ n 1 the ability of a body to 
recover its original form after deformation (eg due to stretching or 
applying pressure) 2 an ability to recover quickly from or adjust easily 
to misfortune, change, or disturbance 

resilient /n'zilyant/ adj charactenzed or marked by resilience, esp 
capable of withstanding shock without permanent deformation or rupture 
[L resilient-, rcsiliens, prp of rcsilire to jump back, recoil, fr re- i salirc 
to leap - more at sally] - resiliently aJv 
Vesin /'rezm/ n (a synthetic polymer or plastic with some of the character- 
istics oO any of vanous solid or semisolid yellowish to brown infiammable 
natural plant secretions (e g amber) that are insoluble in water and are 
used esp in varnishes, sizes, inks, and plastics [ME, fr MF resine, fr L 
resina, fr Gk rhetinc pine resin] - resinoid /-noyd/ adj or n, resinous 
adj 

^resin vt to treat with resin 

Vesist /ri'zist/ vt I to withstand the force or cfTect of 2 to strive against 
cd /y?e enemy valiantly} 3 to refrain from (.could never ^ a joke> ^ vi 
to exert force in opposition [ME resisten. fr MF or I , MF register, fr L 
resistere, fr re- ^ sistere to take a stand, akin to F stare to stand - more 
at SIAM)] - resistible adj. resistibility /-ta'bibti/ n 
’resist n sthg (e g- ; pioiew«ive coating) applied to a surface to cause it to 
resist or prevent the action of a particular agent (e g an acid or dye) 
resistance /n'/ist(a)iis/ n 1 an act or instance of resisting 2 the ability 
to resist 3 an opposing or retarding force 4a the opposition offered to the 
passage of a steady clectnc current through a substance, usu measured in 
ohms b a resistor 5 often cap an underground organization of a 
conquered country engaging in sabotage IJSH (4) -t i*hysics 
resistant /n'zist(3)nt/ adj capable of or offering resistance - often in 
combination (heat-resistant painty 

resister /ri'zista/ n. chiefly NAm one who iictivcly opposes the policies 
of a government ('risisi • ^-fk] 

resistive /n'/.istiv/ adj resistant - resistivciy adv, resistiveness n 
resistivity /.rezis'tivati/ n 1 (elcctncal) resistance 2 the longitudinal 
clcc'tncal resistance of a uniform rod of a specified substance of unit length 
and unit crciss-scctional area 

resistless /n'zistlis/ adj 1 irresistible 2 unable to resist - resistlessly 
adv, resistlessness n 

resistor /ri'zista/ n a component included in an clectncal circuit to 
provide resistance 

resolute /'re7al(y)ooht/ adj 1 firmly resolved, determined 2 bold, 
unwavering [F resolutus, pp of resolvere] - resolutely adv, resolute- 
ness n 

resolution /,re7^'l(X)hsh(3)n, -'lyix)hsh(a)n/ n 1 the act or prevess of 
reducing to simpler form e g a the act of making a firm decision b the 
act of finding out sthg (e g the answer to a problem), solving c the passing 
of a voice part from a dissonant to a consonant note or the progression 
of a chord from dissonance to consonance d the separating of a chemical 
compound or mixture into its constituents e the analysis of a vector into 
2 or more vectors of which it is the sum f the process or capability (e g 
of a microscope) of making individual parts or closely adjacent images 
distinguishable 2 the subsidence of inflammation, esp in a lung 3t s a 
that IS resolved b firmness of resolve 4 a formal expression of opinion, 
will, or intent voted by a body or group 
Vesolve /n'zolv/ vt la to break up or separate into constituent parts b 
to reduce by analysis the problem into simple elements} 2 to cause 
or produce the resolution of 3a to deal with successfully doubts} 
a dispute} b to find an answer to c to find a mathematical solution of 
d to express (e g a vector) as ibe sum of 2 or more components 4 to reach 
a firm decision about < -- disputed points m a text} 5 to declare or decide 
by a formal resolution and vote 6 to make (c g voice parts) progress from 
dissonance to consonance ^ vi 1 to become separated into constituent 
parts; also to become reduced by dissolving or analysis 2 to form a 
resolution; determine </ic ^d against overeating at Christmas} 3 to 
progress from dissonance to consonance (L resolvere to unloose, dissolve, 
fr re- + solvere to loosen, release - more at solvf] - resolvable adj, 
resolver n 


’resolve n 1 sthg that is resolved 2 fixity of purpose 3 a legal or offiaal 
decision, esp a formal resolution 

resolvent /n'zolv(p)nt/ n or adj (sthg, esp a drug) capable of reducing 
inflammation [adj L resolvent-, resolvens, prp of resolvere; n fr adj) 
re'solving .power /n'zolvmg/ n the ability of an (optical) system to 
form distinct images of objects separated by small distances 
resonance Aezanans/n la the quality or state of being resonant b(the 
state of adjustment that produces) strong vibration in a mechanical or 
electrical system caused by the stimulus of a relatively small vibration of 
(nearly) the same frequency as that of the natural vibration of the system 
2a the intensification and ennehment of a musical tone by supplementary 
vibration b a quality imparted to voiced sounds by a buildup esp of 
vibrations in the vocal tract 3 the possession by a molecule, radical, etc 
of 2 or more possible structures differing only in the distnbution of 
electrons 

resonant /'rc/^nant/ adj 1 continuing to sound 2a capable of inducing 
resonance b relating to or exhibiting resonance 3 intensified and ennehed 
by resonance - resonant n, resonantly adv 

resonate /'rez^.nayt/ vi to produce or exhibit resonance ~ vt to make 
rcvinant [F resonatus, pp of resonate to resound - more at resound] 
resonator /'rezanayta/ n sthg that resounds or resonates e g a a device 
that responds to and can be used to detect a particular frequency b a 
device for increasing the resonance or amplifying the sound of a musical 
instrument 

resorb /n'sawb/ vt to swallow, suck in. or absorb again vi to undergo 
resorption [F resorberc, fr re- ♦- sorbere to suck up - more at 
absorb] 

resorcin /n'zawsin/, resorcinol /-nol/ n a synthetic phenol used in 
making dyes, medicines, and resins [ISV res- (fr F resina resin) + orem 
(a natural or synthetic phenol)] 

resorption /n'sawpsh(a)n/ n resorbing, esp of distinct tissues in the 
body, or being resorbed [F resorptus, pp of resorbere] - resorptivc /-tiv/ 
adj 

'resort /n’zawt/ n la sby who or sthg that is looked to for help, a refuge 
(saw her as a last > b recourse (have ^ to force} 2a frequent, habitual, 
or general visiting (a place of popular ^ > b a frequently visited place (e g 
a village or town), esp providing accommodation and recreation for 
holidaymakers [ME, fr MF, resource, recourse, fr resortir to rebound, 
resort, fr OF, fr re- * sortir to escape, sally] 

’resort vi 1 to go, esp frequently or in large numbers 2 to have recourse 
to force} 

resound /ri'/ownd/ V7 1 to become filled with sound 2 to produce a 
sonorous or echoing sound 3 to become renowned vt to extol loudly 
or widely [MJ resounen, fr MF resoner, fr F resonate, fr re- + sonare 
lo sound, ak.i) o L sonus sound - more at 'sound] 
resounding /n'zownding/ adj la resonating b impressively sonorous 
2 vigorously emphatic, unequivocal (a ^ success} - resoundingly adv 
resource /n'/aws, n'saws/ n la an available means of support or 
provision b a natural source of wealth or revenue ^ lneroy c 
computable wealth d a source of information or expertise 2 a means of 
occupying one's spare time 3 the ability to deal with a difficult situation, 
resourcefulness USE (la, b, c) usu pi [F ressource, fr OF ressourse relief, 
resource, fr resourdre to relieve, lit , to nse again, fr L resurgere - more 
at resurrk i.i)n] 

re'sourcef ul /-f(a)l/ adj skilful in handling situations, capable of devis- 
ing expedients - resourcefully adv. resourcefulness n 
'respect ^n'spekt/ n I a relation to or concern with sthg usu specified, 
reference - in wifh/in respect fo (with to your last letter} 2a high or 
special regard; esteem b the quality or state of being esteemed (achieving 
~ among connoisseurs} c pi expressions of respect or deference (paid his 
•^s> 3 an aspect, detail (a good plan m some ^s> [ME. fr F respectus, 
lit , act of looking back, fr respectus, pp of respicere to look back, regard, 
fr re- ^ specere to look - more at spy] - in respect of 1 from the point 
of view of 2 in payment of 

’respect vt la to consider worthy of high regard b to refrain from 
interfering with the sovereignty of a state} c to show consideration 
for <- a person’s privacy} 2 to have reference to ^ respecter n 
respectability /n.spekta'bibti/ n the quality or state of being socially 
respectable 

respectable /n'spektabi/ adj 1 worthy of respect 2 decent or conven- 
tional in character or conduct 3s acceptable in size or quantity 
amount} b fairly good, tolerable 4 presentable clothes} - respccU- 
bility n, respectably adv 

re'spectful /-f(a)l/ adj marked by or showing respect or deference - 
respectfully adv, respectfulness n 
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respecting /n'spektmg/ prep with regard to, concerning 
respective /ri'spektiv/ adj of or relating to each; particular, separate 
(Jthar ^ hotnes} - reapectiveness n 
re'spectively /A\/ adv 1 m particular; separately 2 in the order given 
<^Mary and Anne were 12 and 16 years old ^ 

respell /.ree'spel/ vt to spell again or in another way and esp according 
to a phonetic system 

respirable /'rcspirabi, n'spie-arabl/ adj fit for breathing, also capable of 
being taken in by breathing particles of ash^ 

respiration /,respi'raysh(3)n/ n la the process by which air or dissolved 
gases are brought into intimate contact with the circulating medium of a 
multicellular organism (e g by breathing) b (a single complete act oO 
breathing 2 the processes by which an organism supplies its cells with the 
oxygen needed for metabolism and removes the carbon dioxide formed in 
energy-producing reactions 3 any of vanous energy-yielding reactions 
involving oxidation that occur in living cells - resplratlonal adj, respira- 
tory /'respirat(a)n, n'spirat(a)n, n'spie a-/ adj 

respirator /'respi.rayu/ /i 1 a device worn over the mouth or nose to 
prevent the breathing of poisonous gases, harmful dusts, etc 2 a device 
for maintaining artificial respiration 

respiratory pigment /'respir3t(3)n, n‘spirat(a)ri. n‘spie-ar3t(a)n/ n 
any of vanous proteins that function in the transfer of oxygen in cellular 
respiration 

respire /n'spiea/ vi 1 to breathe 2 of a cell or tissue to take up oxygen 
and produce carbon dioxide dunng respiration ^ vt to breathe [ME 
respiren, fr L respirare, fr re- + spirare to blow, breathe - more at 
spirit] 

respite /'respiet, 'respit/ n 1 a penod of temporary delay, esp reprieve 
IB 2 an interval of rest or relief [ME respit, fr OF, fr ML respectus, fr 
L, act of looking back - more at resplci] 
resplendent /n'$plend(a)nt/ adj charactenzed by splendour </he Queen 
sat on her throne"} [L resplendent-, resplendens, prp of resplendere to 
shine back, fr re- ^ splendere to shine - more at splendid] - resplen- 
dently adv, resplendence n 

Respond /ri'spond/ w 1 to wnte or speak in reply, make an answer 
to theapF^lforaid} 2a to react in response to a stimulus} b to show 
favourable reaction to surgery} ^vt xo reply [MF respondre, fr L 
respondere to promise in return, answer, fr re- spondere to promise - 
more at spouse] - responder n 

^respond n an engaged pillar or pier supporting an arch or terminating 
a colonnade or arcade 

Vsspondsnt /n'spond(3)nt/ n one who responds e g a a defendant, esp 
in an appeal or divorce case b a person who rephes to a poll [I. 
respondent-, respondens, prp of respondere] 

’respondent adj making response 

response /n'spons/ n 1 an act of responding 2 sthg constituting a reply 
or reaction: e g a sthg (e g a verse) sung or said by theomple or choir 
after or in reply to the officiant in a liturgical service symbol b a 
change in the behaviour of an organism resulting from stimulation c the 
output of a transducer or detecting device that results from a given input 
and IS often considered as a function of some vanable (e g frequency) [ME 
& L; ME respounse, fr MF respons, fr L responsum reply, fr neut of 
responsus, pp of respondere] 

responsibility /n.sponsa'bibti/ n I the quality or state of being 
responsible: e g ■ moral or legal obligation b reliability, trustworthiness 
2 sthg or sby that one is responsible for 

responsible /n'sponsabl/ adj la liable to be required to justify b(l) 
liable to be called to account as the agent or primary cause Qhe woman 
for the job} (2) being the reason or cause (^mechanical defects were 
^ for thfi accident} 2a able to answer for one’s own conduct b able to 
discnininate between nght and wrong 3 marked by or involving responsi- 
bility or habihty financial policies} (a ^ job} 4 esp of the British 
cabinet required to submit to the electorate if defeated by the legislature 
- reapooaiUeneM n, reaponsibly adv 

responsive /n'sponsiv/ adj 1 giving response; constituting a response 
<a ^ glance} aggression} 2 quick to respond or react appropnately 
or sympathetically - respoaaively adv, responalTencas n 
responsory /n'spons(3)n/ n a set of phrases and responses sung or said 
after a reading in church 

responsum /ri'sponsam/ n, pi responaa /-sa/ a wntten decision from a 
rabbinic authonty in response to a submitted question or problem [NL, 
fr L, reply, formal opinion of a jurist] 

Vest /rest/ n 1 repose, sleep 2a freedom or a break from activity or labour 
b a state of motionlessness or inactivity c the repose of death 3 a place 
for resting, lodging, or taking refreshment (sailor's ^ > 4 peace of mind 


or spint 5a (a character representing) a silence in music of a speciHed 
duration music b a bnef pause in reading 6 sthg (e g an armrest) 
used for support (ME. fr OE; akin to OHG rasta rest, ruowa calm, Gk 
eroe respite] - at rest resting or reposing, esp in sleep or death 
Vest VI la to relax by lying down, esp to sleep b to he dead (-^ in peace} 
2 to cease from action or motion, desist from labour or exertion 3 to be 
free from anxiety or disturbance 4 to be set or lie fixed or supported (a 
column ^son its pedestal} 5 to be based or founded (the verdict cd 
on several sound precedents} 6 to depend for action or accomplishment 
(the answer with him} 7 of farmland to remain idle or uncropped 
8 to stop introducing evidence in a law case ^ vf 1 to give rest to 2 to 
set at rest 3 to place on or against a support 4a to cause to be firmly based 
or founded <~cd all hope in his son} b to stop presenting evidence 
pertinent to (a case at law) - rester n 
’rest n a collection or quantity that remains over (ate the of the 
chocolate} (ME. fr MF rcste, fr rester to remain, fr L restare, lit , to stand 
back, fr re- f stare to stand - more at stand] 
restate /.ree'stayt/ vt to state again or in a difTereni way (e g more 
emphatically) - restatement n 

restaurant /'rcst(3)ronh, -ront, -rant/ n a place where refreshments, esp 
meals, are sold usu to be eaten on the premises [F. fr prp of restaurer to 
restore, fr L restaurare] 

'restaurant ,car n dinino car 

restauranteur /,rest(3)ron'tuh/ n a restaurateur [modif of F 
restaurateur] 

restaurateur /,rest(3)ra‘tuh. .resto-/ n the manager or proprietor of a 
restaurant [F. fr LL restaurator restorer, fr L restauratus, pp of 
restaurare] 

restful /'restf(3)l/ adj 1 marked by, affording, or suggesting rest and 
repose (a ~ colour scheme} 2 quiet, tranquil - restfully adv, restful- 
ness n 

restitution /.resti'tyoohsh(3)n/ n 1 restoration eg a the returning of 
sthg (e g property) to its nghtful owner b the making good of or giving 
a compensation for an injury 2 a legal action serving to cause restoration 
of a previous slate [ME, fr OF, fr L restitution-, restitutio, fr restitutus, 
pp of restituere to restore, fr re- » statuere to set up - more at 

SfAlUIl-] 

restive /'restiv/ adj 1 stubbornly resisting control 2 restless, uneasy 
[ME restif(o{ animals) refusing to move, fr MF, {i;j‘cster to stop behind, 
remain] - restively adv, restiveness n 
'restless /-lis/ adj I affording no rest (a night} 2 continuously 
• agitated (the ^ ocean} 3 charactenzed by or manifesting unrest, esp of 
mind pacing}, also changeful, discontented - restlessly adv, restless- 
ness n 

'rest .mass n the mass of a body when it is at rest 
restoration /,rest3'raysh(3)n/ n 1 restonng or being restored e g a a 
reinstatement b a handing back of sthg 2 a representation or reconstruc- 
tion of the onginal form (e g of a fossil or building) 3 cap the reestablish- 
ment of the monarchy in England in 1660 under Charles II, also the reign 
of Charles II /Restoration drama} 

restorative /n'stawrativ, -'sto-/ n or adj (sthg capable oO restoring esp 
health or vigour - restoratively adv 

restore /n'staw/ vt 1 to give back the book to its owner} 2 to bnng 
back into existence or use 3 to bnng back to or put back into a former 
or onginal (unimpaired) stale (to — a painting} 4 to put again in 
possession of sthg (newly to health} [ME restoren, fr OF restorer, 
fr L restaurare to renew, rebuild, alter of instaurare to renew - more at 
storlJ - restorable adj, restorer n 

restrain /n'sirayn/ vt la to prevent from doing sthg (^edthe boy from 
jumping} b to limit, repress, or keep under control (she found it hard to 
her anger} 2 to deprive of liberty; esp to place under arrest [ME 
restraynen, fr MF restraindre, fr L restringere to restrain, rcsinct, fr re- 
t stnngere to bind tight - more at 'strain] - restralnable adj, 
restraJner n 

re'strained adj charactenzed by restraint; being without excess or 
extravagance - restrainedly /-nidli/ adv 

restraint /n'straynt/ n la restraining or being restrained b a means of 
restraining, a restraining force or influence 2 moderation of one’s behav- 
iour; self-restraint [ME, fr MF restrainte, fr restraindre] 
restrict /n'strikt/ vt 1 to confine within bounds 2 to regulate or limit 
as to use or distribution [L restnetus, pp of restnngere] 
re'stricted adj la not general; limited b available only to particular 
groups or for a particular purpose c subject to control, esp by law d not 
intended for general circulation (a ~ document} 2 narrow, confined - 
reatrlctcdly adv 
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restriction /n'stnksh(3)n/ n 1 a regulation that restricts or restrains 
<—8 /or motonsts'} 2 restricting or being restricted 
restrictive /ri'stnktiv/ adj 1 restricting or tending to restnet 
regulattonsy 2 identifying rather than desenbing a modified word or 
phrase <a clause} - restrictively adv, reatrictiveneas n 
re.Strictive 'practice /i 1 a practice by the members of a trade union 
that limits the flexibility of management 2 an antisocial trading agree- 
ment (e g as to conditions of sale or quantities to be manufactured) 
'rest .room n, NAm public toilet facilities in a public building (e g a 
restaurant) 

restructure /.ree'slrukcha/ vt to change the rnake-up. organiMtion, or 
pattern of local government} 

Result /n'zult/ VI 1 to proceed or anse as a consequence. efToct, or 
conclusion, usu from sthg specified (^mjunes ing from skiing} 2 to have 
a usu specified outcome or end (^errors that in tragedy} (ME resulten, 
fr ML resultare, fr L, to rebound, fr re- t xaltare to leap - more at 
saltirfJ 

^result n 1 sthg that results as a (hoped for or required) consequence, 
outcome, or conclusion 2 sthg obtained by calculation or investigation 
{showed us the ^ of the calculations} 3a a win or tie as the conclusion 
of a cricket match b a win (c g in soccer) 

Vesultant /ri'/ult(3)nt/ adj derived or resulting from sthg else, esp as the 
total effect of many causes - rcsultantly adv 
’resultant n the single vector that is the sum of a given set of vectors 
resume /n'zyoohm/ vt 1 to take or assume again {'-d his seat by the 
tire - Thomas Hardy) 2 to return to or begin again after interruption - ii 
to begin again after an interruption {the meeting will -- after lunch} (ME 
resumen, fr MF or L, MF resumer, fr L resumere, fr re- ♦ sumere to take 
up, take - more at .onsi'mf] - resumption /n'7umpsh(a)n/ n 
r^sum^, resume also resume /'rezyoo.may/ n a summary- eg a a 
summing up of sthg (eg a speech or narrative) b NAm curricuium 
VMAF [F resume, fr pp of resumer to resume, summanze] 
resupinate /n'syoohpinai/ adj (appearing to be) upside down [L 
resupinatus, pp of resupinare to bend back to a supine position, fr re- + 
supinus supine] - resupination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
resurgence /n'suhj(.-))ns/ n a nsmg again into life, activity, or influence 
tresur^fcnt fr L resurgent-, resurgens, prp of resurgere to nsc again] - 
resurge vi, resurgent adj 

resurrect /.reza'rekt/ vt 1 to bring back to life from the dead 2 to bring 
back into use or view [back-formation fr resurrection] 
resurrection /,rc/d'reksh(3)n/ n la cap the rising of Christ from the 
dead b often cap the rising again to life of all the human dead before the 
last judgment 2 a resurgence, revival, or restoration [ME, fr LL resurrec- 
tion-. resurrectio act of rising from the dead, fr resurrectus, pp of 
resurgere to rise from the dead, fr L, to nse again, fr re- ♦ surgere to nse 

- more at siirof] - rcsurrectional adj 
resurrectionist /,reza'rcksh(a)nist/ n bods snatchfr 
resuscitate /n'susa.tayt/ vt to revive from apparent death or from 

unconsciousness, also to revitalize ^ vi to revive, t OMF to [L resus- 
citatus, pp of resuscitare, lit , to stir up again, fr re- + suscitare to stir up, 
fr siib~, sus- up t citare to put in motion, stir - more at sub-, cn tj - 
resuscitation /-'taysh(3)n/ n, resuscitative /-tativ/ adj, resnscitafor 
/-.tayta/ n 

ret /ret/ vt -tt- to soak (c g flax) so that the fibres are loosened from the 
woody tissue [ME reten, fr MD] 

'retail Aee,tayl, sense 2 often n'tayl/ vt 1 to sell (goods) in carrying on 
a retail business 2 'RLcoitNi -- vi to be sold at retail {tomatoes at a 
higher pnee} [MEretailen, fr MF retaillier to cut back, divide into pieces, 
fr OF, fr re- + taillier to cut - more at failor] - retiUer 
/'rcc.layb/ n 

’retail /rcetayl/ adj, adv, or n (of, being, or concerned with) the sale of 
commodities or goods in small quantities to final consumers who will not 
resell them - compare wiiolfsai f. 

^retail 'price .index n a price index showing the cost of living in Britain 
that IS revised every month 

retain /ri'tayn/ vt la to keep in possession or use b to engage by paying 
a retainer a lawyer} c to keep in mmd or memory 2 to hold secure 
or intact; contain in place {lead -- s heat} [ME retemen, retainen, fr MF 
retenir, fr L retinere to hold back, keep, restrain, fr re- + fenere to hold 

- more at thin] - retainable adj 

'retainer /n'tayna/ n a fee paid to a lawyer or professional adviser for 
services [ME reteiner act of withholding, fr retemen + AF -er (as in 
weyver waiver)] 

’retainer n an old and trusted domestic servant (retain v ’-er] 


re'taining .wall /n'layning/ n a wall built to withstand a mass of earth, 
water, etc 

'retake /.ree'tayk/ vt retook /.rec'took/, retaken /,rec'tayk(a)n/ 1 to 
recapture 2 to photograph again 
’retake /'rceiayk/ n a second photographing or photograph 
retaliate /n'tali,ayt/ vi to return like for like, esp to get revenge (LL 
retaliatus, pp of retaliare, fr re- « talio legal retaliation] - retaliation 
/-'aysh(3)n/ n, retaliative /ri'ialyotiv/, retaliatory /-t(a)ri/ adj 
retard /n'lahd/ vt to slow down or delay, esp by preventing or hindering 
advance or accomplishment [L retardare. fr re- f tardus slow] - retard- 
ant adj or n, retardation /,rcctah'daysh(a)n/ n 

retarded /n'tahdid/ adj slow in intellectual or emotional development 
or academic progress 

retch /rech/ vb to (make an effort to) vomit [(assumed) ME rechen to 
spit, retch, fr OE hnecan to spit, hawk, akin to L crepare to rattle - more 
at 'ravln] - retch n 

retention /rrtensh(a)n/ n la retaining or being retained b abnormal 
retaining of a fluid (c g unne) in a body cavity 2 retentiveness (ME 
retencioun, fr L retention-, retentio, fr retentus, pp of retinere to retain 
- more at rftain] 

retentive /ri'tcntiv/ adj able or tending to retain, esp retaining knowl- 
edge easily <a - mind} - retentively adv, retentiveneas n 
rethink /.ree'thingk/ vb rethought /.rec'ihawt/ to think (about) again, 
esp to reconsider (a plan, attitude, etc) with a view to changing - 
rethinker n, rethink n 

reticent /'retis(a)nt/ adj 1 inclined to be silent or reluctant to speak 2 
restrained in expression, presentation, or appearance [L reticent-, rettc- 
ens, prp of reticere to keep silent, fr re- ^ tacere to be silent - more at 
tacit] - reticence n, reticently adv 

reticle /'retikl/ n a graticule visible in the eyepiece of an optical 
instrument [L reticulum network] 

'reticulate /n'tikyoobt/, reticular /-b/ also reticnlose /-lohs, -lohz/ ad; 
resembling a net, esp having veins, fibres, or lines crossing [L reticulatus, 
fr reticulum] - reticulately adv 

’reticulate /n'tikyoo.layt/ vb to divide, mark, or arrange (sthg) so as to 
form a network [back-formation fr reticulated, adj (reticulate)] - reticula- 
tion /-’laysh(a)n/ n 

reticule /‘retikyoohl/ n 1 a reticle 2 a decorative drawstnng bag used 
as a handbag by women in the 1 8th and 1 9th c [F reticule, fr L reticulum 
network, network bag, fr dim of rete net] 

reticulocyte /n'tikycK>loh,sict, -b-/ n a young non-nucleated red blood 
cell [NL reticulum ♦ ISV -cy/c] - reticulocytic /-'sitik/ adj 
reticulum /n'nkyoobm/ n 1 the second stomach of a ruminant mam- 
mal in which folds of the lining form hexagonal cells 2 a reticulate 
formation, a network [NL. fr L, network] 

retiform /'reetifawm, 're-/ adj reticulate [NL retiformis, fr L rete + 
-iformis -iform] 

retin- /rctin-/, retino- comb form retina (retirum) (rctinopa/Ay) 
[retina] 

retina /'retina/ n, pi retinas, retinae /-ni/ the sensory membrane at the 
back of the eye that receives the im^e formed by the lens and is connected 
with the brain by the optic nerve ^ nerve [ME rethina, fr ML retina, 
prob fr L rete net, akin to Gk eremos lonely, solitary, Lith retis sieve] - 
retinal adj 

retinal /.reti'nal/ n a denvative of vitamin A that m combination with 
proteins forms the visual pigments of the retinal rods and cones [refin- 

retinol /’retinol/ n the chief and typical vitamin A [retin- + '-o/, fr its 
being the source of retinal] 

retinue /'rcli.nyooh/ n a group of retainers or attendants accompanying 
an important personage (c g a head of state) [ME retenue, fr MF, fr fern 
of retenu, pp of retenir to retain] 

retire /n'tie-a/ vi 1 to withdraw a from action or danger from the 
scene of the enme} b for rest or seclusion, go to bed 2 to recede; fall 
BACK 3 to give up one's position or occupation: conclude one's working 
or professional career {has - d from the civil service} ^ vt la to order 
(a military force) to withdraw b to withdraw (c g currency or shares) from 
circulation 2 to cause to retire from a position or occupauon [MF retirer, 
fr re- + tirer to draw, fr OF - more at tiradt] - retiremcBt n 
re'tired adj 1 remote from the world, secluded 2 having concluded one's 
career 3 received or due in retirement < - pay} 
retiring /n'tie anng/ adj reserved, shy - retiringly adv 
retool /.ree'toohl/ vt to equip (esp a factory) with new tools 
'retort /n'tawt/ vt 1 to fling back or return aggressively 2 to say or 
exclaim in reply or as a counter argument 3 to answer (e g an argument) 
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by a counter argument ^ vi to answer back sharply or tersely, retaliate 
[L rctortus, pp of retorquere. lit , to twist back, hurl back, fr re- « torquere 
to twist - more at torfurh] 

‘retort n a terse, witty, or cutting reply; esp one that turns the first 
speaker's words against him/her 

‘retort vt or n (to treat by heating in) a vessel in which substances are 
distilled or decomposed by heal [n MF retorte, fr ML rctorta, fr L. fern 
of rctortus, pp, fr its bent shape, vb fr n] 

retouch /.rce'tuch/ vt 1 touch up 1 2 to alter (e g a photographic 
negative) to produce a more acceptable appearance v/ to retouch sthg 
(F retoucher, fr MF. fr re- + toucher to touch] - retouch n, 
retoucher n 

retrace /.rec'trays/ vt to trace again or back (---d her foot'iteps'> (F 
retracer, fr MF retracier, fr re- ^ t racier to trace] 
retract /n'trakt/ vt 1 to draw back or in \cats can ~ their claws') 2a 
to withdraw; takt back a confession) b to refuse to admit or abide 
by ~ w 1 to draw back 2 to recant or disavow sthg [ME retracten, fr 
L retractus, pp of retrahere] ~ retractable adj 
retractile /n'traktiel/ adj capable of being retracted - retractility 
/.rectrak'tibti/ n 

retraction /n'traksh(a)n/ n an act of recanting, specif a statement made 
by one retracting [rf tract + -ion] 

retractor /ri'trakta/ n 1 a surgical instrument for holding open the edges 
of a wound 2 a muscle that draws in a body part - compare PROTRstnoR 
[retract + ‘-or] 

retranslate /.reetrans'layt, -trahns-, -Iranz-, -trahnz-/ vt to translate (a 
translation) into another language, esp the original one retranslation 
/-'laysh(3)n/ n 

Retread /.ree'lred/ vt to replace and vulcanize the tread of (a worn 
tyre) 

‘retread /'ree.trcd/ n (a tyre with) a new tread 
'retreat /ri'treet/ n la an act or process of withdrawing, esp from what 
IS difficult, dangerous, or disagreeable, specif (a signal for) the forced 
withdrawal of troops from an enemy or position b the process of recc'ding 
from a position or state attained {the ^ of a glacier) c a bugle call 
sounded a about sunset 2 a place of privacy or safety, a refuge 3 a penod 
of usu group withdrawal for prayer, meditation, and study [ME retiet, 
fr MF retrait, fr pp of refraire to withdraw, fr L retrahere, lit . to draw 
back, fr re- + trahere to draw - more at draw] 

‘retreat vj I to make a retreat, withdraw 2 rfcf.df lb ^vt to draw or 
lead back, specif to move (a piece) back in chess - retreatcr n 
retrench /n'trench/ vt 1 to reduce company expenditure) 2a to cut 
out, excise offending paragraphs from an articley b Austr & Wl to 
make (a worker) redundant ^ vi to make reductions, esp in expenses, 
economize [obs F retrencher (now retrancher), fr MF retrenchier, fr re- 

1 trenchier to cut] - retrenchment n 

retribution /,rctnT5yoohsh(3)n/ n 1 requital for an insult or injury 2 
(the dispensing or receiving of reward or) punishment - used esp with 
reference to divine judgment [ME retnbucioun, fr MF retnbution, fr LL 
retnbution-, retnbutio, fr L retnbutus, pp of retribuere to pay back, fr rt*- 
-V tnbuere to pay - more at tribute] - retributively adv, retributive 
/n'tnbyootiv/, retributory /n'tnbyoot(3)ri/ adj 
retrieval /n'treevl/ n a retnevmg 

retrieve /n'treev/ vt 1 to discover and bnng in (killed or wounded game) 

2 to call to mind again 3a to get back again, recover (and bnng back) / d 
the keys he left on the bus) b to rescue, save <i'^.him from moral ruin) 
4 to return (e g a ball that is difficult to reach) successfully 5 to remedy 
the ill effects of the situation} 6 to recover (eg information) from 
storage, esp in a computer memory vi , esp of a dog to retrieve game, 
also to bnng back an object thrown by a person [ME retreven, modif of 
MF retrouver to find again, fr re- trouver to find, prob fr (a.ssumed) 
VL tropare to compose, fr L tropus trope] - retrievable adj, retrievability 
Ava'bibti/ n, retrievably adv 

retriever /n'treeva/ n a medium-sized dog with water-resistant coat used 
esp for retnevmg game [retrieve t ^-fr] 

retro* prefix la back towards the past <retrospec/><retro^rade> b 
backwards <retroc«/e> <retro/7ex> 2 situated behind <ret- 
Tochoif) ireiTOsteraaf) [ME, fr L, fr retro, fr re- f -tro (as in intro 
within) - more at intro ] 

retroaction /.retroh'aksh(3)n/ n a reciprocal action, a reaction 
.retro'active /-'aktiv/ adj extending in scope or effect to a pnor time <a 
tax} [F retroactif, fr L retroactus, pp of retroagere to drive back, 
reverse, fr retro- + agere to drive - more at AOENrJ - retroactively adv, 
retroactivity /-'tivati/ n 


.retro'fit /-'fit/ vt -tt- to provide with new pans or equipment not 
available at the time of manufacture - retrofit /'retroh.fit/ n 
retroflex /‘rctrafleks/, retroflexed adj articulated with the tongue lip 
turned up or curled back just under the hard palate <a ^ vowel) [ISV, 
fr NL retroflexus, fr L retro- + flexus, pp of flectere to bend) - 
retroflexion, retroflection /-'flcksh(9)n/ n 
'retrograde /'retragrayd/ adj la of orbital or rotational movement in a 
direction contrary to neighbounng celestial bodies - compare prograde 
b moving or directed backwards c ordered in a manner that is opposite 
to normal (a ^ alphabet) 2 tending towards or resulting in a worse or 
less advanced or specialized state [ME. fr L retrogradus, fr retro- gradi 
to go] - retrogradely adv 

‘retrograde vi l to move back; recede glacier —s) 2 to undergo 
retrogression [L retrogradi, fr rctio- + gradi to go - more at gradf] - 
retrogradation /-gr3'daysh(3)n. -gray-/ n 

retrogress /.retra'gres/ vi to revert, regress or decline from a better to 
a worse state [L relrogrcssus, pp of retrogradi] retrogressive adj. 
retrogrcssivcly adv 

retrogression /.retra'giesh(a)n/ n 1 reciRissk’in 3 2a reversal in 
development or condition, esp a return to a less advanced or specialized 
state dunng the development of an organism 
'retro-, rocket /'relroh/ n a rocket on an aircraft, spacecraft, etc that 
produces thrust in a direction opposite to or at an angle to its motion for 
slowing It down or changing its direction 

retrorse /n'traws/ad; bent backwards or downwards [L retrorsus. contr 
of rerrovmus] - retrorsely adv 

retrospect /'retraspekt/ n a survey or consideration of past events 
[retio- t- -spect (as m prospect)] -in retrospect in Lonsidenng ihe past or 
a past event 

retrospection /.ietra'speksh(.T)n/ n the act or process or an instance of 
surveying the past [L retrospectus, pp of rctrospicere to look back at, fr 
retro- • specere to look - more at sps] 

'retrospective /.retra'spektiv/ adj la of. being, or given to retrospection 
b based on memory <a report^ 2 relating to or .iffetling things past, 
retroactive retrospectively adv 

‘retrospective n an exhibition showing the evolution of an artist's work 
over a peruxl of years 

refrouss^ /ra'troohsay/ adj, esp ol a nose turned up (at the end) [F. fr 
pp of retrousser to tuck up, fr MF, fr re- ^ ttousfer to truss, tuck up] 
retroversion /,relroh'vuhsh(a)n/ n the act or prcK-ess of turning back or 
regressing [L retiovcrsus turned backwards, fr retro- * versus, pp of 
vertere to turn more at 'worth] 

retsina /rct'seen.')/ n a white resm-flavoured (jreek wine [NGk, peril fr 
It resina resin, fr L| 

'return /n'tuhn/ v; la to go back or come baik again ( -^ed home'^ b 
to go back to in thought, conversation, or practice (.^sixin '-ed to her old 
habits} 2 lo pass back to an earlier possessor <^the estate — cd to a distant 
branch of the family) 3 to reply, retort - fml ~ vt la to stale officially, 
esp in answer lo a formal demand ed details of her income) b to elect 
(a candidate) c to bnng m (a verdict) 2 to restore to a former or proper 
place, position, or state < - the book to the shelf) 3 to retort <she -^ed 
a pretty sharp answer} 4 to bring in (e g a profit) 5a to repay </ cannot 

- the compliment) b to give or send back, esp to an owner 6 to lead 
(a card) or a card of (a suit) in response to one’s partner's earlier action, 
esp in bndge 7 lo play (a ball or shuttlecock) hit, esp served, by an 
opponent [ME reroumen, fr MF refounier. fr OF. fr re- i lounier to turn 

- more at turn] - returnable adj, returner n 

‘return n 1 the act or process of coming back io or from a place or 
condition 2b a (financial) account or formal report b a report or 
declaration of the results of an election - usu pi with sing, meaning 3a 
the continuation, usu at a nght angle, of the facade of a building or of a 
moulding b a means for conveying sthg (e g water) back to its starting 
point 4 the profit from labour, investment, or business - often pi with 
sing meaning 5a the act of returning sthg, esp to a former place, 
condition, or owner b sthg returned, esp, pi unsold newspapers, maga- 
zines. etc returned to the publisher for a refund 6 the returning of a ball 
(e g in tenni.') or shuttlecock 1 Bra ticket bought for a tnp to a place and 
back again - compare singi f S - by return (of post) by the next returning 
post - in refam in compensation or repayment 
‘return adj 1 doubled back on itself <a ^ flue) 2 played, delivered, or 
given in return; taking place for the second time <a ^ match) 3 used or 
followed on returning (the ^ road) 4 permitting return (a ^ valve) $ 
of or causing a return to a place or condition 
re’turn .crease n any of the 4 lines on a cricket pitch at right angles to 
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the bowhi^ and popping creases from inside which the ball must be 
bowled — -T SPORT 

returning officer /n'tuhmng/ ti, Br an official who presides over an 
election count and declares the result 

refuse /ri'tyoohs/ adj, of a /ea/* having a rounded and notched end -..-t 
PI ANT (L retusus blunted, fr pp of retundere to pound back, blunt, fr re- 
» tundere to beat, pound - more at 'sfint] 
reunion /ree'yoohnysn/ n 1 reuniting or being reunited 2 a gathering 
of people (e g relatives or associates) after a period of separation 
reunite /.reeyoo'met/ vb to come or bnng together again ithe child was 
^d with Its parents') [ML reunitus, pp of reunirc, fr L re- f LL unire 
to unite - more at unitf) 

reuse /.ree'yooh// vt to use again, esp after reclaiming or reprocessing 
{the need to -- scarce resources) -■ reusable adj, reuser n 
Vev /rev/ n a revolution of a motor [short for revolution] 

*rev vb -vv- vt to increase the number of revolutions per minute of (esp an 
engine) - often h up '-'Vi to operate at an increased speed of revolution 

- usu « up 

revalue /.ree'valyooh/ vt 1 to change, specif to increase, the exchange 
rate of (a currency) 2 to reappraise 

revamp /.ree'vamp/ vt 1 to renovate, reconstruct 2 to revise without 
fundamental alteration - revamp n 

revanche /n'vahnsh/ n a policy designed to recover lost territory or 
status [F. fr MF, alter of revenche - more at ’rfvfngi:] - revanchism 
n, revanchist n or adj 

Veveal /n'vecl/ vt 1 to make known through divine inspiration 2 to make 
known (sthg secret or hidden) (-a secret) 3 to ojien up to view (the 
uncurtained window ^ed a gloomy room) [ME revelen, fr MF reveler, 
fr L re\elare to uncover, reveal, fr re- -t velare to cover, veil, fr velum veil] 
revealabie adj, rovptilo , revealment n 
'reveal n the side of an opening (e g for a window) between a frame and 
the outer surface of a wall, also a jamb —f ARCHiTFnuRi [alter of 
earlier revale, fr ME rcvalen to lower, fr MF revaler, fr re- ♦ val valley 
more at vai f] 

revealing /n'vcelmg/ adj exposing sthg usu intended to be concealed (a 
~ dress) ( the answer was ^ > 

reveille /n'vali, -'ve-/ n a call or signal to get up in the morning, specif 
a military bugle call (mixlil of F reveille/, imper pi of rcveiller to awaken, 
fr re- t eieiy/er to awaken, fr (assumed) VL civig/Zarc, fr L et- -• vigilare 
to keep watch, stay awake, fr vigil awake] 

Vevel /'revl/ \i -IN (NAm -I-, -II-), revelling /'revl mg/ 1 to take part in 
a revel 2 to take intense satisfaction in led in his discomriture''> [ME 
rcvclen, fr MF reveler, lit , to rebel, fr L rebellarc] - reveller n 
'revel n a usu riotous party or celebration - often pi with sing mean- 
ing 

revelation /,rev3‘laysh(3)n/ n 1 (the communicating oQ a divine truth 
revealed by Gixl to man 2 cap a prophetic book of the New Testament 

- often pi with sing meaning but sing in constr 3 a revealing or sthg 
revealed, esp a sudden and illuminating disclosure [ME, fr MF, fr LL 
revelation-, revelatio, fr I revelatus, pp of revelare to reveal] 

revelatory /'rcvabt(3)n. ,rev3'layt(p)n/ adj serving to reveal sthg 
revelry /’revin/ n exuberant festivity or merrymaking 
revenant /’rcvin.-int/ n one who returns from the dead or after a long 
absence [F, fr prp of revenir to return] revenant adj 
Vevenge /n'vcnj/ v/ 1 to inflict injury in return for (an insult, slight, etc) 
2 to avenge (eg oneselO usu by retaliating in kind or degree [Mb 
revengen, fr MF revengier, fr OF, fr re- -t vengier to avenge - more at 
vFNnhANcE] - revenger n 

'revenge /i 1 (a desire for) retaliating in order to get even (^exacted ~ 
for the insult) <^saw ^ in her eyes) 2 an opportunity for getttrtg 
satisfaction or requital [MF revenge, revenche, fr revengter, revenchier 
to revenge] 

revenue /revanyooh/ n 1 the total yield of income; esp the income of 
a national treasury 2 a government depailment concerned with the 
collection of revenue [ME, fr MF, fr revenir fo return, fr L revemre, fr 
re- f venire to come] 

reverb /n'vuhb, 'rec.vuhb/ n"(a usu electronic device for producing) an 
artificial echo effect in recorded music [short for reverberation] 
reverberate /riVuhba.rayt/ w la to reflected b to continue (as lO 
in a senes of echoes 2 to produce a continuing strong effect (^the scandal 
>^6 round Whitehalf) ^ vt to reflect or return (light, heat, sound, etc) [L 
reverberatus, pp of reverberare to stnke back, fr re- + verherare to lash, 
fr verber rod - more at vfrvain] - reverberator n. reverberant, reverber- 
atlve /-rativ/, reverberatory /-b(9)r3tn/ adj, reverberation 
/-'raysh(a)n/ n 


reverberatory /n'vuhb(3)r3in/, reverberatory furnace n a furnace or 
kiln in which heat is reflected from the curved roof onto the matenal 
treated 

revere /n\ia/ vt to regard with deep and devoted or esp religious respect 
[L revereri, fr re- v veren to fear, respect •- more at warv] 
Veverence /'rev(3)r3ns/ n 1 honour or respect felt or shown; esp 
profound respect accorded to sthg .sacred 2 a gesture (e g a bow) denoting 
respect 3 being revered ^we hold her in ^) 4 - used as a title for a 
clergyman reverential /.reva'rcnshfa)!/ adj, reverentially adv 
'reverence vt to regard or treat with reverence - reverencer n 
Veverend /'rev(3)r3nd/ adj 1 revered 2 cap being a member of the clergy 
- used as a title, usu preceded by the <^the Reverend David Brown) (the 
Reverend Mr Brown) [ME. fr MF, fr L reverendus, gerundive of 
revereri] 

'reverend n a member of the clergy - infml 

.Reverend 'Mother n the Mother Superior of a convent - used esp as 
a term of address 

reverent /'rcvfalrant/ adj expressing or charactenzed by reverence 
[ME. fr L reverent-, reverens, prp of revereri] - reverently adv 
reverie, revery /’revan/ n 1 a daydream 2 the condition of being lost 
in thought or dreamlike fantasy [F reverie, fr MF, delinum, fr resver, 
rever to wander, be deli nous] 

revera /n'vi?/ n, pi revers /n'viaz/ a wide tumcd-back or applied facing 
along each of the from edges of a garment, specif a lapel, esp on a woman’s 
garment [F. lit . reverse, fr MF'. fr revers, adj] 

reversal /n'vuhsl/ n I reversing 2 a conversion of a photographic 
positive into a negative or vice versa 3 a change for the worse <h/5 
condition suffered a / 

Veverse /n'vuhs/ adj la (acting, operating, or arranged in a manner) 
opposite or contrary to a previous, normal, or usual condition (put them 
m - order} b having the front turned away from an observer or opponent 
2 effecting reverse movement (the ~ gear) [ME revers, fr MF, fr L 
reversus, pp of revertcrc to turn back - more at rfvfrt] - reversely 
adv 

'reverse vt la to turn or change completely about in position or direction 
~ the order of the words > b to turn upside down 2a to overthrow (a 
legal decision) b to change (e g a policy) to the contrary 3 to cause (e g 
a motor car) to go backwards or in the opposite direction ^ vi I to turn 
or move m the oppi^site direction 2 to go or dnve in reverse - reverser 
n - reverse the charges Br to arrange for the recipient of a telephone call 
to pay for it 

'reverse n 1 the opposite of sthg 2 reversing or being reversed 3 a 
misfortune, rhvlrsai 3 4a the side of a coin, medal, or currency note 
that dries not bear the pnncipal device -- compare odvlrsf la b the back 
pan of sthg, esp the back cover of a book 5 a gear that reverses sthg - 
in reverse backwards 

Veversible /n'vuhsabl/ adj 1 capable of going through a sequence (e g 
of changes) either backwards or forwards ~ chemical reaction) 2a 
having 2 fimshed sides < ^ fabric^ b of clothing designed to be worn with 
either side outwards [’RFVhRsi ^ -ibi f] reversibly aJv, reversibility 
/-sa’bibti/ n 

'reversible n a reversible cloth or article of clothing 
reversion /n'vuhsh(3)n/ n 1 (an owner’s future interest in) property 
temporanly granted to another 2 the nght of future possession or 
enjoyment 3a the process of reverting b (an organism showing) a return 
to an ancestral type or reappearance of an ancestral character [ME, fr 
MF, fr L reversion-, reversio act of returning, fr reversus, pp] - reversion- 
ary /-n(3)ri/ adj 

reversioner /n'vuhsh(3)n3/ n the beneficiary of a reversion 
revert /n'vuht/ vi la to return, esp to a lower, worse, or more pnmitive 
condition or to an ancestral type b to go back in thought or conversation 
< ed ro the subject of finance) 2 esp of property to return to (the heirs 
oO the original owner after an interest granted away has expired [ME 
reverten, fr MF revenir, fr L revenere, vt, to turn back & reverit, vi, to 
return, come back, fr re- t- vertere, verti to turn - more at 'worth] ^ 
reverter n, revertible adj 

revet /n'vct/ vt -tt- to face (an embankment, wall, etc) esp with masonry 
[F revet ir, lit., to clothe again, dress up, fr L revestire, fr re- i vestire to 
clothe - more at 'vfst] 

revetment /-mant/ n 1 a facing of stone, concrete, etc to retain an 
embankment 2 rfiaininu wall 

'review /n'vyooh/ n 1 revision 1 (pnees are subject to ^) 2 a formal 
military or naval inspection 3a a general survey (e g of current alTairs) 
b a retrospective view or survey (c g of one’s life) 4 an act of inspecting 
or examining S judicial reexamination of a case 6a a cntical evaluation 
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of a book, play, etc b (a part oO a magazine or newspaper devoted chiefly 
to reviews and essays (MF revue, fr revoir to look over, fr OF, fr re^ + 
voir to see - more at vifw] 

’review vt 1 to take a retrospective view of the past year} 2a to go 
over (again) or examine cnticaliy or thoughtfully <^ed the results of the 
study') b to give a review of (a book, play, etc) 3 to hold a review of 
(troops, ships, etc) 

reviewer /n'vyooh-a/ n a wnter of cntical reviews [*revifw f ’-fr) 
revile /n'viel/ vt to subject to harsh verbal abuse [ME revilen, fr MF 
reviler to despise, fr re- « vil vile] - revilemcnt n, reviler n 
revise /rx'viez/ vt 1 to look over again in order to correct or improve 2 
to make an amended, improved, or up-to-date version of a dictionary) 
3 Br to refresh knowledge of (c g a subject), csp before an exam ^busy 
revising her physics) ‘^vi,Br to refresh one’s knowledge of a subject, esp 
in preparation for an exam [F reviser, fr L revisere to look at again, fr 
revisus, pp of revidere to see again, fr re- ♦- videre to see - more at wi r] 
- revisable adj, reviser, revisor n 

Re, vised .Stendard 'Version n a revised English translation of the 
Bible denved from the Revised Version and published in the USA in 1946 
and 1952 

Re,vised Version n a Bntish revision of the Authonzed Version of the 
Bible published in 1881 and 1885 

revision /n'vizh(3)n/ n 1 the action or an act of revising of a 
manuscript) for an examination) 2 a revised version - revisionary 
/-n(a)n/ adj 

revisionism /n'vi7ha.niz(9)m/ n 1 advocacy of revision (eg of a 
doctnne) 2 a movement in Marxist socialism favounng an evolutionary 
rather than a revolutionary transition to socialism - chiefly derog - 
revisionist adj or n 

revital-iae, ‘ise /,ree'vietl,iez/ vt to impart new life or vigour to < ^ urban 
development) - revitalization /-ie‘zaysh(3)n/ n 
revival /n'vievl/ n reviving or being revived, e g a renewed attention to 
or interest in sthg b a new presentation or production (e g of a play) e 
a penod of renewed religious fervour d an often emotional evangelistic 
meeting or senes of meetings e restoration of an earlier fashion, style, or 
practice 

re'vlvaMsm /•.iz(a)m/ n the spint or evangelistic methods charactenstic 
of religious revivals - revivalist n or adj, revivalistic A'lstik/ adj 
revive /n'viev/ vb to return to consciousness, life, health, (vigorous) 
activity, or current use, esp from a depressed, inactive, or unused state 
(she soon in the tresh air) ('^d an old musical) (^d memones of 
the war) [ME reviven, fr MF revivrc, fr L revivere to live again, fr re- 
-*■ vivere to live - more at ‘quick] - revivabie adj, «viver n 
revivify /.ree'vivifie/ vt to revive [F revisificr, fr LL revivi/icare, fr L re- 
+ LL ^ivificare to vivify] - revivification /-ri'kaysh(3)n/ n 
Vevoke /n'vohk/ vt to annul, rescind, or withdraw a will) ~ vi to fail 
to follow suit when able in a card game, in violation of the rules [ME 
revoken, fr MF revoquer, fr L revocare, fr re- + vocare to call - more at 
voice] - revoker n, revocable /'revakobl/ also revokable /n'vohkobi/ adj, 
revocation /,reva'kaysh(3)n/ n 
’revoke n an act or instance of revoking in a card game 
Revolt /n'vohlt/ vi 1 to renounce allegiance or subjection to a govern- 
ment, employer, etc; rebel 2 to expenence or recoil from disgust or 
abhorrence at their behaviour) ^ vt to cause to recoil with disgust or 
loathing, nauseate [MF revolter, fr 01 1 nvoltare to overthrow, fr 
(assumed) VL revolvitare, freq of L revolvere to revolve, roll back] - 
revolter n 

’revolt n 1 a (determined armed) rebellion 2 a movement or expression 
of vigorous opposition 

revolting /n'vohlting/ adj extremely offensive, nauseating 
Vevolute /'reval(y)ooht/ adj rolled backwards or downwards <a leaf with 
~ margins) [L revolutus, pp] 

’revolute vi to undertake social or political revolution ~ slang 
[back-formation fr revolution] 

revolution /,rev9'loohsh(a)n/ n la the action of or time taken by a 
celestial body in going round in an orbit b (a single recurrence oO a cyclic 
process or succession of related events c the motion of a figure or object 
about a centre or axis, rotation la, b (33h s per minute) 2a a sudden 
or far-reaching change b a fundamental (politick) change; esp (activity 
supporting) the overthrow of one government and the substitution of 
another by the governed [ME revolucioun, fr MF revolution, fr LL 
revolution-, revolutio, fr L revolutus, pp of revolvere] - of revolution of 
a solid shape formed by the rotation of a plane figure or curve about an 
axis <a cone of revolution) 

’revolutionary /,reva'loohshan(a)n/ adj la of or being a revolution 


war) b promoting or engaging in revolution (a speech), also extremist 
<j - outlook) 2 completely new and different - revolutionarily adv, 
revolutionariness n 

’revolutionary n sby who advocates or is engaged in a revolution 
Revo.lutionary 'calendar n the calendar of the first French republic 
adopted in 1793, dated from September 22, 1792, and divided into 12 
months of 30 days with 5 extra days in a regular year 
.revo'lutionist /-ist/ n, NAm a revolutionary 
.revo'lution ize, -ise /-lez/ vt to cause a revolution in, change fundamen- 
tally or completely (an idea that has d the steel industry) 

’revolve /n'volv/ vt 1 to ponder d a scheme in his mind) 2 to cause 
to turn round (as lO on an axis - v/ I to recur (the seasons — d> 2 to 
be oinsidered in turn (all sorts of ideas ^ d in her head) 3 to move in 
a curved path round (and round) a centre or axis, turn round (as lO on 
an axis 4 to be centred on a specified theme or mam point (the dispute 
-^d around wages) (ME revolvcn, fr L revolvere to roll back, cause to 
return, fr re- + volvere to roll - more at voi ubi fJ - revolvable adj 
’revolve n, Br a device used on a stage to allow a piece of scenery to be 
rotated 

revolver /n'volva/ n a handgun with a revolving cylinder of several 
chambers each holding 1 cartndge and allowing several shots to be fired 
without reloading ['rfvoivf ♦ '-lr] 
revue /n'vyooh/ n a theatneal production consisting typically of brief 
l(X)sely connected often sat meal sketches, songs, and dances [F, fr MF, 
review - more at rfvilw] 

revulsion /n'vulsh(j)n/ n 1 a sudden or violent reaction or change 2 
a feeling of utter distaste or repugnance [L revulsion-, revulsio act ol 
teanng away, fr revulsus. pp of revellere to pluck away, fr re- i vellcre 
to pluck - more at vuinlraiiil] - revulsive adj 
’reward /n'wawd/ vt 1 to give a rewaid to or for 2 to recompense [ME 
rewarden, fr ONF rewarder to regard, reward, fr rc- r warder to watch, 
guard, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG warten to watch more at w a rd oil ] 

- rewardable adj, rewarder n, rewardless adj 
’reward n sthg that is given in return for good or evil done or received. 
esp sthg offered or given for some service, effort, or achievement 
rewarding /n'wawding/ adj yielding a reward, personally satisfying 
very expenence) 

rewind /.rce'wiend/ vt rewound /.ree'wownd/ to wind (film, tape, etc) 
back onto a spool - rewind n 

rewire /.rce'wie-a/ vt to provide (e g a house) with new electric wir- 
ing 

, reword /,ree'wuhd/ vt to alter the wording of. also to restate in different 
words 

rework /.ree'wuhk/ vt to treat again or anew eg a to revise (^ a 
musical composition'/ b to repriKcss (eg used matenal) for fun her 
use 

’rewrite /.ree'riet/ vb rewrote /.ree'roht/, rewritten /,ree'ritn/ to revise 
(sthg previously wntten) rewriter /'rec.neta, n 
’rewrite /'rce,nel/ n (the result, esp a rewritten news story, oQ rewnt- 
ing 

reynard /’renad, 'ray-, -nahd/ n, often cap a fox - used esp in stones as 
a name for the fox [ME Renard, name of the fox who is hero of the 1 3th-c 
F poem Roman de Renart, fr MF Renart, Renard] 
rhadamanthine /.rada'manthien/ adj, often cap ngorously just or 
uncompromising [Rhadamanthus, mythical judge of souls in the under- 
world, fr L, fr Gk Rhadamanthos] 

Rhaeto-Romanic Areetoh roh'manik/ n any of a group of Romance 
languages of E Switzerland and the Tyrol, including Romansh [L 
Rhaetus of Rhaelia, ancient Roman province f E Romanic] 
rhaphe Aray.fee/ n a raphe 

rhapsod ize, -ise /'rapsadiez/ vi to speak or wntc rhapsodically or 
emotionally ~ rhapsodist n 

Rhapsody /'rapssdi/ n 1 a pan of an epic poem suitable for recitation 
2a a highly rapturous or emotional utterance or literary composition b 
rapture, ecstasy 3 a musical composition of irregular form suggesting 
improvisation [L rhapsodia, fr Gk rhapsdidia recitation of selections from 
epic poetry, rhapsody, fr rhaptein to sew, stitch together (akin to OHG 
worf scythe handle, Gk rhepein to bend, incline) f aidein to sing - more 
at ode] • rhapsodic /rap'sodik/, rhapsodical a^, rhapsodically adv 
rhea Ana/ n any of several large tall flightless S Amencan birds like but 
smaller than the ostnch [NL, genus of birds, prob fr L Rhea, mother of 
Zeus in mythology, fr Gk] 

rhenium Aeenyam, 'recni-am/ n a hard metallic element similar to 
manganese and used esp m catalysts and thermocouples .3" periodk 
TABLE [NL, fr L Rhenus Rhine river] 
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rheo- comb form flow; current <rhcosM/> [Gk rhem to flow - more at 
stream] 

rheology /ri'olaji/ n a science dealing with the deformation and flow of 
matter [ISV] - rheologist n, rheological /.ree a'iojiki/ adj, Theologically 
adv 

rheostat /’nastat/ n an adjustable resistor for regulating an electnc 
current - rheostatic /-'statik/ adj 

'rhesus .factor /'reesas/ n any of several antigens in red blood cells that 
can induce intense allergic reactions [fr its being first detected in rhesus 
monkeys] 

rhesus monkey n a pale brown E Indian monkey [NL Rhesus, genus 
of monkeys, fr L, a mythical king of Thrace, fr Gk Rhesos] 

.rhesus 'negative adj lacking rhesus factor in the red blood cells 
.rhesus 'positive adj containing rhesus factor in the red blood cells 
rhetoric /'retank/ n 1 the art of speaking or wntmg eflectively, specif 
(the study oO the pnnciples and rules of composition 2a skill in the 
effective use of speech h insincere or exaggerated language (that is 
calculated to produce an effect) [ME rethonk, fr MF rethonque, fr L 
rhetonca, fr Gk rhetonke, lit . art of oratory, fr fern of rhetonkos of an 
orator, fr rhetor orator, rhetorician, fr eirein to say, speak - more at 
word] 

rhetorical /n'tonkl/ adj 1 employed (merely) for rhetoncal effect 2 
given to rhetoric, grandiloquent - rhetorically adv 
rhe.torical 'question n a question asked merely for effect with no 
answer expected 

rhetorician /,rcla'nsh(3)n//7 1 rhetorician, rhetor a a master or teacher 
of rhetone b an orator 2 an eloquent or grandiloquent writer or 
speaker 

rheum /roohm/ n a •vaferv discharge from the mucous membranes of the 
eyes, nose, etc [WfE reumc, fr MF. fr 1. rheuma, fr Gk. lit , flow, flux, fr 
rhem to flow] - rheumy adj 

'rheumatic /rooh'matik, rot)-/ adj of, being, characteristic of. or suffer- 
ing from rheumatism [ME rewmatik subject to rheum, fr L rheumaticus, 
fr Gk rheumatikos, fr rheumat-, rheuma] - rbeumatically adv 
^rheumatic n sby suffering from rheumatism 
rheu.matic 'fever n inflammation and pain in the joints, pericardium, 
and heart valves, occurnng together with fever as a short- lasting disease, 
esp in children 

rheumaticky /rooh'matiki, roo-/ adj rheumatic - not used techni- 
cally 

rheumatics n pi rheumatism - not used technically 
rheumatism /'roohm3,tiz(a)m/ n 1 any of various conditions charac- 
terized by mriammaiion and pain in muscles, joints, or fibrous tissue 2 
RHCLiMATGiD ARTiiRiits [L rheumatismus flux, rheum, fr Gk rheumatis- 
mos, fr rheumati/esthai to suffer from a flux, fr rheumat-, rheuma 
flux] 

rheumatoid /'roohma.toyd/ adj charactenstic of or affected with rheu- 
matism or rheumatoid arthritis (ISV, fr rheumatism] 

.rheumatoid arth'ritis n painful inflammation and swelling of joint 
structures occurnng as a progressively worsening disease of unknown 
cause 

rheumatology /.roohma'tobji/ n a branch of medicine dealing with 
rheumatic diseases - rheumatologist /-'tolajist/ n 
rhin-, rhino* comb form nose <rhinocerf)s> <rhina/>. nose and <rhino/s- 
ryngohgy'y [NL. fr Gk, fr rhm-, rhis] 
rhinal /'nenl/ adj nasal 

rhine /nen/ n, dial Br a wide drainage ditch or watercourse [earlier 
royne, prob alter of ME rune watercourse, fr OE ryne flow, watercourse, 
akin to OFns rene flow] 

'rhine,stone /-.stohn/ n a lustrous imitation gem made of glass, paste, 
quartz, etc [Rhine, nver in W Europe] 

rhinitis /ne'metis/ n inflammation of the mucous membrane of the nose 
[NL] 

rhino /'neiioh/ n, pi rhinos, esp collectively rhino a rhinoceros - 
infml 

rhinoceros /nc'nos( 3 )ras/ n, pi rhinoceroses /-sizy, esp collectively 
rhinoceros any of vanous large plant-eating very thick-skinned hoofed 
Afncan or Asian mammals with I or 2 horns on the snout [ME nnoceros, 
fr L rhinocerot-, rhinoceros, fr Gk rhmokerot-, rhinokeros, fr rhin- ^ 
keras horn - more at horn] 

rhiz- /nez-/, rhizo- comb form root <rhizoca/7K>U5) <rhizofemc> [NL, fr 
Gk, fr rhiza ~ more at root] 

•rhiza, -rrhizt /-neza/ comft form ( ■* n), pi -rhizae /-si/ , -rhizas (part 
resembling or connected with a) root </nycorrhiza> [NL, fr Gk rhiza] 


rhizocarp /.nczoh'kahpik/ n a plant with perennial underground parts 
but annual stems and foliage [ISV] - rhizocarplc, rhizocarpous adj 
rhizome /'riezohm/ n an elongated (thickened and honzontal) under- 
ground plant stem distinguished from a true root in having buds and usu 
scalelike leaves [NL rhizomat-, rhizoma, fr Gk rhizomat-. rhizdma mass 
of roots, fr rhiznun to cause to take root, fr rhiza root - more at root) 

- rhizomic /-'zohmik, -'zomik/, rhizomatous /.riezoh'mahtas, -'zohmatas/ 
adj 

rhizopod /’nezohpod/ n any of vanous related protozoans (eg an 
amoeba) with lobed rootlike pseudopodia [denv of Gk rhiza + pod-, poas 
foot -- more at foot] - rhizopodal /ne'zopadi, neza'pohdl/, rhizopodoes 
/nc/'opadas, ne/a'pohdas/, rhizopodan /.nez’opadan, .neza'pohdan/ 
adj 

rho /roh/ n the 17th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk rho, of Sem ongin; 
akin to Heb resh, 20th letter of the Heb alphabet] 
rhod-, rhodo- comb form rose; rose-red <rhodium> <rhodo/ire> [NL, ft 
L, fr Gk, fr rhodon rose] 

rhodamine /'rohdamecn, -min/ n any of a group of (bnlliant) yellowish 
red to blue fluorescent dyes [ISV] 

Rhode Island Red n (any oO an Amencan breed of brownish red 
domestic fowls [Rhode Island, stale of the USA] 

‘Rhodes .scholar n the holder of any of numerous scholarships founded 
by Cecil Rhodes that can be used at Oxford university by candidates from 
the Commonwealth and the USA [Cecil Rhodes tl902 E statesman A 
financier in S Afnca] 

rhodium /'rohdyam/ n a white hard usu tnvalent metallic element 
similar to and used in alloys with platinum periodic table [NL, 
fr Gk rhodon rose] 

rhododendron /.rohdd'dendran/ n any of a genus of showy-flowered 
shrubs and trees of the heath family, esp one with leathery evergreen 
leaves [NL, genus name, fr L, rosebay, fr Gk, fr rhod- + dendron tree 

- more at dendr ] 

rhodolite /'rohdaliet/ n a pink or purple garnet used as a gem 
rhodonite /'rohdaniet/ n a pale red ornamental mineral consisting 
mainly of manganese silicate [G rhodonit, fr Gk rhodon rose] 
rhodopsin /roh'dopsin/ n a light-sensitive pigment in the retinal rods of 
marine fishes and most higher vertebrates whose presence determines the 
sensitivity of the rods to diffenng intensities of illumination - compare 
loDDPSiN [ISV rhod’ + Gk opsis sight, vision ► ISV -in - more at 
OP nr] 

rhomb /rom/ n I a rhombus 2 a rhombohedron [MF rhombe, ft L 
rhombus] 

rhomb-, rhomho- comb form rhombus <rhombohedron> [MF, fr L, ft 
Gk. fr rhomhfo] 

rhombic /'rou'.bik/ adj 1 shaped like a rhombus 2 orthorhombic 
rhombohedron /.romboh'heedran/ n, pi rhombohedrons, rbombohtdrfe 
/-dra/ a t sided solid whose faces are rhombuses [NL] - rhomboliedral 
adj 

Vhomboid yromboyd/ n a parallelogram that is neither a rhombus nor 
a square [MF rhomboide, fr L rhomboides, fr Gk rhomboeides resem- 
bling a rhombus, fr rhombos] 

’rhomboid, rhomboidal /rom'boydl/ adj shaped like a rhombus or 
rhomboid 

rhombus yrombas/ n, pi rhombuses, rbombi /-bie/ a parallelogram with 
equal sides but unequal angles, a diamond-shaped figure math- 
FMAiirs [1 fr Gk rhombos] 

rhubarb /’roohbahb/ n 1 (the thick succulent stems, edible when 
cooked, of) any of sexrral plants of the dock family 2 chiefly Br - used 
by actors to suggest the sound of (many) people talking in the background 
3 chiefly Br nonsense, rubbish - slang or humor 4 chiefly NAm a heated 
or noisy dispute - slang (ME ruharbe, fr MF reubarbe, fr ML reubar- 
barum, alter, of rha barbanim, lit , foreign rhubarb] 
rhumb /rum/ n any of the 32 points of the manner's compass [Sp nimbo 
rhumb, rhumb line] 
rhumba /’rumba/ n a rumba 

'rhumb .line n a line that makes equal oblique angles with all meridians 
and that is the course sailed by a ship following a single compass 
direction 

'rhyme /nem/ n la correspondence in the sound of (the last syllable oft 
words, esp those at the end of lines of verse b a word that provides a 
rhyme for another 2 (a) rhyming verse [alter, of ME nme, fr OF, prob 
deriv of L rhythmus rhythm] - rhyneleas adj 
’rhyme vi l to make rhymes; also to compose rhyming verse 2m of a word 
or (Ittie of) verse to end in syllables that rhyme b to constitute a rhyme 
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<dalc -- s with fate) 1 lo put into rhyme 2 to cause to rhyme; use 
as (a) rhyme - rhymer n 

.rhyme or 'reason n good sense, reasonableness - esp in without rhyme 
or reason 

'rhyme .scheme n the pattern of rhymes in a stanza or poem 
rhymester /"nemsta/ n a poetaster 

rhyming slang n slang in which the word actually meant is replaced 
by a rhyming phrase of which only the first element is usu pronounced 
(e g 'head' becomes 'loaf of bread’ and then 'loaf) 
rhyolite /'ne-aliet/ n a fine-grained acid volcanic rock similar to granite 
but formed from lava [G rhyohth, fr Gk rhyax stream, stream of lava (fr 
rhem) + G -lith -litej - rhyolitic /-'litik/ adj 

rhythm /'ndh(3)m/ n la the pattern of recurrent alternation of strong 
and weak elements in the flow of sound and silence in speech b ’mftrf. 

1 2a (the aspect of music concerning) the regular recurrence of a pattern 
of stress and length of notes b a charactenstic rhythmic pattern <^music 
in rumba ^ >, also 'mftke 2 c rhythm, rhythm section sing or pi m const r 
the group of instruments in a band (eg the drums, piano, and bass) 
supplying the rhythm 3 movement or fluctuation marked by a regular 
recurrence of elements (e g pauses or emphases) 4 a regularly recurrent 
change in a biological process or state (e g with night and day ) 5 the effect 
created by the interaction of the elements in a play, film, or novel that 
relate to the development of the action 6 rhythm, rhythm method birth 
control by abstinence from sexual intercourse during the penod when 
ovulation is most likely to occur [MF & L. MF rhythme, fr L rhythmus, 
fr Gk rhythmos, fr rhem to flow - more at sikfam] 

.rhythm and 'blues n popular music with elements of blues and Negro 
folk music 

rhythmic /'ndhmik/, rhythmical Akl/ adj 1 of or involving rhythm 2 
moving or progressing with a pronounced or flowing rhythm 3 regularly 
recurring - rhythmically adv, rhythmicity /ndh'misoti/ n 
ria /na/ n a narrow inlet caused by the submergence of (part oO a river 
valley [Sp ria, fr rio nver, fr L nvus] 

'rial /ri’ahl, 'rie-al/ n Iran, Oman at nationai ity [Per, fr Ar nyaJ 
nyal) 

’rial /rec'awl, -'ahl/ n a riyal 

'rib /nb n la any of the paired curved rods of bone or cartilage that stiffen 
the body walls of most vertebrates and project the heart, lungs, etc 
ANATOMY h a cut of meat including a nb meat 2 sthg resembling 
a nb in shape or function eg a a transverse member of the frame of a 
ship that runs from keel lo deck b any of the stiff stops supponing an 
umbrella’s fabnc c an arched support or ornamental band in Romanesque 
and Gothic vaulting — ^ church 3 an elongated ridge e g a a vein of 
a leaf or insect's wing b any of the ridges in a knitted or woven fabnc, 
also nbbing [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG nppi nb, Gk erephein to roof 
over] 

*rib vt -bb- 1 to provide or enclose with nbs < -- bed vaulting^ 2 to form 
a pattern of vertical ndges in by alternating knit stitches and purl 
stitches 

’rib vt -bb- to lease - infml [prob fr 'rib, fr the tickling of the nbs to cause 
laughter] 

ribald /'nb(3)ld, 'ne,bawld/ adj 1 crude, offensive <- language) 2 
characterized by coarse or indecent humour <j - youth} [ME, menial 
retainer, rascal, fr OF nbaut, nbauJd wanton, rascal, fr nber to be wanton, 
of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG riban to be wanton, lit , to twist, akin to Gk 
rhiptem to throw] - ribaldry /'nbaldn/ n 

riband Anband/ n a ribbon used esp as a decoration [ME, alter of 
nban] 

ribbing /'nbing/ n an arrangement of nbs, esp a knitted pattern of 
ribs 

ribbon /'nban/ n la a (length of a) narrow band of decorative fabnc used 
for ornamentation (e g of hair), fastening, tying parcels, etc b a piece of 
usu multicoloured nbbon worn as a military decoration or in place of a 
medal 2 a long narrow ribbonlike stnp; esp a stnp of inked fabnc or 
plastic used in a typewnter 3 pi tatters, shreds (^hercoat was in ~ s> [ME 
riban, fr MF nhan, ruban] ~ ribbonlike adj 

.ribbon development n haphazard development of buildings and 
settlements along mam roads 
'ribbon.fieh /-.flsh/ n any of vanous long thin fishes 
'ribbon .worm n a nemertean 

'rib ,cage n the enclosing wall of the chest consisting chiefly of the nbs 
and their connections 

ribgraee /'rib.grahs/ n. chie/ly NAm ribwort 

riboflavin, riboflavine /jneboh'flayvin//i a yellow vitamin of the vitamin 


B complex occurnng esp in milk and liver [ISV nbose + L flavus yellow 

- more at 'bluf] 

.ribonUiCleic 'acid /.nebohnyooh'klee ik. -'klayik/ n RNA [nbose 4 
nucleic acid] 

ribonucleotide /.neboh'nyoohkli atied/ n a nucleotide containing 
nbose rather than deoxynbose and occurnng esp as a constituent of RNA 
[nbose ^ nucleotide] 

ribose /'nebohs, -bohz/ n a pentose sugar occurnng esp in nbonuclco- 
tides [ISV, denv of arabinose (a sugar obtained from gums), fr (gum) 
arable] 

ribosome /'nebasohm/ n any of the minute granules containing RNA 
and protein that occur in cells and are the sites where proteins are 
synthesized [nbcmucleic (acid) + -some] - ribosomal /-'sohml/ adj 
ribwort /'nb.wuht/ n an Old World plantain with long narrow nbbed 
leaves 

rice /nes/ n (the seed, important as a fixxJ. oO a cereal grass widely 
cultivated in warm climates [ME rys, fr OF ns, fr Olt nso, fr Gk ory/a, 
oryion] 

'rice .paper n a very thin edible paper made from nee [fr its resemblance 
to paper made of nee straw] 

‘rice .polishings n pi the inner bran layer of nee when rubbed off in 
milling 

rich /nch/ adj 1 having abundant possessions, esp material and financial 
wealth 2a having high worth, value, or quality crop} b well 

supplied or endowed -- often 4 m < ~ in natuial talent} 3 sumptuous 4a 
vivid and deep in colour <a ^ red} b full and mellow in tone and quality 
(a \oice) c pungent odours} 5 highly productive or remunerative, 
giving a high yield farmlands 6a of soil having abundant plant 

nutrients b (of food that is) highly seasoned, fatty, oily, or sweet <a -- 
diet} c esp of mixtures of fuel with air high in the combustible compo- 
nent, containing more petrol than normal 7a highly amusing, also 
laughable - infml b full of import allusions'^ [Mh nche, fr OE rice, 
akin to OHG nhhi nch, OE rice kingdom, OHG rihhi, all fr prehistoric 
Gmc words borrowed fr Celt words akin to OIr // (gen rig) king more 
at KOVAL I richen vt, richness n 

riches /'nchiz/ n pi (great) wealth [ME, sing or pi, fr nchcssc, lit , 
richness, fr OF, fr nche nch, of (}mc ongin, akin to OE nee nch] 
richly /'nchli/ in full measure, amply (praise — dcser\cd) [rich 
■ • '-‘V) 

'Richter .scale /'nkia, 'nkhta/ n a loganthmic scale tor expressing the 
magnitude of a seismic disturbance (e g an earthquake) [Charles Richter 
b 1900 US seismologist] 

* 'rick /nk/ n a stack (e g of hay) in the open air [ME reek, fr OE hreae, 
akin to ON hraukr rick] 

’rick vt to pile (e g hay) in neks 

’rick vt, chiefly Br to wrench or sprain (e g one's neck) [perh fr ME 
wnkken to move unsteadily] 

rickets /'nkits/ n pi but sing in constr soft and deformed bones in 
children caused by failure to assimilate and use calcium and phosphorus, 
normally due to a lack of sunlight or vitamin D [origin unknown] 
rickettsia /n'ketsi-a/ n, pi rickettsias, rickettsiae /-si.ee/ any of a family 
of microorganisms similar to bacteria that are intracellular parasites and 
cause various diseases (e g typhus) [NL, genus of microorganisms, fr 
Howard T Ricketts tl910 US pathologist] - rickettsial adj 
rickety /’nkiti/ adj 1 suffering from nckets 2a feeble m the joints <a ^ 
old man} b shaky, unsound <~ stairs} 

rickrack, ricrac /'nk.rak/ n a flat braid woven to form zigzags and used 
esp as trimming on clothing [rcdupl of *rack] 

rickshaw, ricksha /'rik.shaw/ n a small covered 2-wheeled vehicle 
pulled by 1 or more people [modif of Jap jinrikisha, fr jin man + nki 
strength + sha vehicle] 

'ricochet /'nkashay; also -shet/ n the glancing rebound of a projectile (c g 
a bullet) off a hard or flat surface [F] 

’ricochet vi ricocheting /-'shaying/, ricocheted /-.shayd/; ricochetting 
/•^beting/, ricoebetted /-.shetid/ to proceed (as il) with glancing 
rebounds 

ricotta /n'kota/ n a soft white bland Italian cheese made from the whey 
of sheep’s milk [It, fr fern of pp of ncuocere to cook again, fr L recoquere, 
fr re- 4 coquere to cook - more at cook] 

rictus /*rikAas/ n 1 the (gape of a bird’s) mouth 2 an unnatural gaping 
gnn or gnmzce [NL, fr L, open mouth, fr nctus, pp of nngi to open the 
mouth; akin lo (3siav r^gnoti to gape] - rictnl adj 
rid /nd/ vt -dd-; rid also ridded to relieve, disencumber <- himself of his 
troubles} [ME ndden to clear, fr ON rytlya; akin to L mere to dig up 

- more at rug] 
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riddance /'nd(3)ns/ n deliverance, relief - often in good nddancc [rid 
♦ -ancf] 

-ridden /,nd(3)n/ comb form ( - adj) 1 aHlicied or excessively concerned 
with <co/isc/c/ice-ridden> 2 excessively full of or supplied with 
<s/ui?i-nddcn> [fr pp of 'ndc] 

'riddle /'ndl/ /? 1 a short and esp humorous verbal puzzle 2 a mystifying 
problem or fact ithc of her disappearance} 3 sthg or sby difficult to 
understand [ME redels. ndei, fr OE raedelse opinion, conjecture, riddle, 
akin to OE riedan to interpret - more at rilad] 

‘riddle w riddling /ndl ing/ to speak in or propound riddles - rid- 
dler n 

‘riddle n a coarse sieve (e g for sifting gram or gravel) [ME nddil, fr OE 
hnddel, akin to L cnbrum sieve, cernere to sift - more at cfrtainJ 
*riddle vt 1 to separate (c g gram from chaff) with a nddle, sift 2 to cover 
with holes <’^d with bullets} 3 to spread through, esp as an affliction 
^the state was -d with poverty - Thomas Wood) 

'ride /ned/ vb rode /rohd/, ridden /'rid(a)n/ w la to sit and travel 
mounted on and usu controlling an animal b to travel on or m a vehicle 
2 to be sustained Trixie on a wave of popularity} 3a to lie moored or 
anchored b to appear to float Ohe moon rode m the sky} 4 to become 
supported on a point or surface 5 to continue without interference Oct 
It '^ } 6 to be contingent, depend ievery thing '-son her initial success / 
7 to work up the body (shorts that - up} 8 to be bet (his money is nding 
on the favounte} 9 to move from a correct or usual position <the 
screwdnver tends to ^ out of the slot) 10 of a racetrack to be in a usu 
specified condition for horse riding - vt la to travel mounted on and in 
control of a bike} b to move with or float on the waves;> 2a to 
traverse by car, horse, etc b to ride a horse in a race} 3 to survive 
without great damage or loss, last out (rode out the gale) 4 esp of a male 
animal to mount m foj' 5 to obsc-ss, oppress ^ridden by anxiety - 

6 to give with (a punch) to soften the impact 7 NAm to harass persistcnilv 
[ME nden, fr Oh ndan, akin to OHO ritan to ndc, 01 r riadairn I nf.'e. 
ira\e!] - ride high to experience success > ride roughshod over to 
disregard m a high-handed or arrogant way 
’ride n 1 a trip on horseback or by vehicle 2 a usu straight road or path 
m a wood, forest, etc used for riding, access, or as a firebreak 3 any of 
various mechanical devices (e g at a funfair) for ndmg on 4 the quality 
of travel comfort in a vehicle (goes a rough ^ } S chiefly MAm a tnp 
on which gangsters take a victim to murder him/her - euph 
rider /'riedo/ n 1 sby who rides, specif sby who rides a horse 2 sthg added 
by way of qualification or amendment 3 sthg used to overlie another or 
to move along on another piece 

ridge /nj/ n la a range of hills or mountains b an elongated elevation 
of land - (irrHjRAPiiY 2 the line along which 2 upward-slopmp 
surfaces meet, specif the top of a rixif at the intersection of 2 opposite 
slopes Z' ARcHMFCTiJRi 3 an elongated part that is raised above a 
surrounding surface (e g the raised part between furrows on ploughed 
ground) [ME iiggc, fr OE hrycg, akin to OHG hrukki ridge, back. I, 
cruc-, crux cross, curs us curved - more at ‘crown] - ridge st, ridged adj, 
ridger /I 

'ridge.piece /-.pees/ n a horizontal beam m a nxif that supports the 
upper ends of the rafters 

'ridge, pole /-.pohl/ n the honzonlal pole at the top of a lent 
'ridge.way /-.way/ n, Br a path or road along the ridge of a hill 
'ridicule /'ndikyoohl/ n exposure to laughter [F or L, F, fr L ndiculum 
jest] 

‘ridicule vt to mock, makp iun or 

ridiculous /n'dikyoobs/ adj arousing or deserving ridicule [L ridiculo- 
sus (fr ndiculum jest, fr neut of ndiculus) or ridiculus, lit , laughable, fr 
ndere to laugh, akin to Skt vrufate he is ashamed] - ridiculously a^’^ 
ridiculousness n 

riding /'neding/ n 1 any of the ^ former administrative jurisdictions of 
Yorkshire 2 an administrative or electoral district of a Commonwealth 
dominion [ME, alter of (assumed) OE thnding, fr ON thnthjungr third 
part, fr thnthi third, akin to OE thndda third - more at third] 
riem /rcem/ n, SAfr a soft pliable thong [Afnk, lit , strap, belt, fr MD 
ne/ne] 

riempie /'reempi/ n. SAfr a narrow riem used esp in furniture construc- 
tion [Afnk nempje, dim of nem] 

Riesling /'reezhng/ n a typically medium-dry white table wine, also the 
grape vanety from which this is made [G] 

rife /nef/ adj 1 prevalent, esp to a rapidly increasing degree (fear was 
- in the city} 2 abundant, common 3 abundantly supplied - usu -v with 
(- with rumours} [ME ryfe, fr OE ryfe-, akin to ON nfr abundant] 
riff /nf/ n (a piece based on) a constantly repealed phrase in jazz or rock 


music, typically played as a background to a solo improvisation [prob by 
shortening & alter fr refrain] - riff vi 
'riffle /‘nfl/ n 1 (the sound made while) shuffling sthg (e g cards) 2 NAm 
a shallow stretch of rough water in a stream 3 NAm ripplf 1 [perh alter 
of ruffle] 

‘riffle vb riffling /’nffing/ vi to leaf cursonly through files} - vt I 
to ruffle slightly (the wind —d the waters} 2a to leaf through rapidly; 
specif to leaf through (e g a pile of papers) by running a thumb along the 
edge of the leaves b to shuffle (playing cards) by separating the deck into 
2 parts and riffling with the thumbs so the cards become mixed 
together 

‘riffle n 1 any of a senes of blocks, rails, etc laid on the bottom df a sluice 
to make grooves to catch and retain a mineral (e g gold) 2 a groove so 
formed [prob fr 'nffle] 

riffraff /'rifiraf/ n sing or pi in constr 1 disreputable people 2 rabble 
[ME nffe raffe, fr nf and raf every single one, fr MF nfet ra/completely, 
fr nfler to plunder + raffe act of sweeping] 

'rifle /'ricfl/ vt rifling /'nefling, 'ncff ing/ to search through, esp in order 
to steal and carry away sthg [ME n/len, fr MF nfler to scratch, file, 
plunder, of Gmc ongin, akin to obs D njffelen to scrape] ~ rifler n 
‘rifle vt to cut spiral grooves into the bore of (a nfle, cannon, etc) [F nfler 
to scratch, file] 

‘rifle n 1 a shoulder weapon with a nficd bore 2 pi a body of soldiers 
armed with rifles - rifleman /-man/ n 
*rifle vf to propel (e g a ball) with great force or speed ['nfle] 

'rift /nft/ n 1 a fissure or crack, esp in the earth 2 an opening made by 
leanng or splitting apart 3 an estrangement [ME, of Scand origin, akin 
to Dan & Norw nft fissure, ON rifa to rive - more at Rivt] 

‘nft vf to tear apart, split 

nft valley n a valley formed by the subsidence of the earth's crust 
between at least 2 faults - ^ owkiRaphy 
V ig /rig/ vt -gg- 1 to fit out (e g a ship) with rigging 2 to clothe, dress 
up - usu • out 3 to supply with special gear 4 to put together, esp for 
temporary use - usu up [ME nggen] 

‘rig 17 1 the distinctive shape, number, and arrangement of sails and masts 
of a ship 2 an outfit of clothing worn for an often specified occasion or 
activity (in ceremonial -} 2 tackle, equipment, or machinery fitted for 
a specified purpose 

‘rig vt -gg- to manipulate, influence, or control for dishonest purposes 
the election^ [ng, n (ndiculc. tnck, swindle), of unknown ongin] 
rigatoni /.nga'lohni/ n pasta in the form of short, ndged, and sometimes 
curved tubes [It, pi. fr rigato furrowed, fluted, fr pp of ngare to furrow, 
flute, fr nga line, of Grnc ongin. akin to OHG riga line - more at 
row] 

rigger /’ng.v i a ship of a specified ng (square-rigger} ['rig 4 '-erJ 
rigging /'ngii.g/ n 1 lines and chains used aboard a ship, esp for 
controlling sails and supporting masts and spars ^ ^ ship 2 a network 
similar to ' ship’s ngging used (e g in theatneal scenery) for support and 
manipulation 

’right /net/ adj I in accordance with what is morally good, just, or proper 
2 conforming to facts or truth 3 suitable, appropriate (the — woman for 
the job} 4 straight (a - line} 5a of. situated on. or being the side of the 
bixly that is away from the heart b located nearer to the nght hand than 
to the left, esp located on the nght hand when facing in the same direction 
as an observer (stage —} c located on the nght when facing downstream 
(the - bank of a nver} d being the side of a fabnc that should show or 
be seen when made up 6 having its axis perpendicular to the base 
cone} 7 of or being the pnncipal or more prominent side of an object 8 
acting or judging in accordance with truth or fact, not mistaken 9 in a 
correct, proper, or healthy slate (not in his - mind} 10 conforming to 
or influencing what is socially favoured or acceptable 11 often cap of the 
Right, esp in politics 12 chiefly Br real, utter - infml [ME, fr OE nht\ 
akin to OHG reht right, L rectus straight, nght, regere to lead straight, 
direct, rule, rogare to ask, Gk oregein to stretch out] - rightness n 
‘right n 1 qualities (e g adherence to duty) that together constitute the 
ideal of moral conduct or ment moral approval 2a a power, pnvilege, 
interest, etc to which one has a just claim b a property interest m sthg 
- often pi with sing, meaning (mineral -s} 3 sthg one may legitimately 
claim as due 4 the cause of truth or justice (trust that - may prevail} 
5a (a blow struck with) the nght hand b the location or direction of the 
nght side c the part on the right side 6 the quality or state of being 
factually or morally correct 7 smg or pi in constr, often cap the members 
of a European legislative body occupying the right of a legislative chamber 
as a result of holding more conservative political views than other 
members 8a sing or pi in constr, cap those professing conservative 
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political views bo/ien cap a conservative position [ME, fr OE n/it. fr nbr. 
adj] - by rights with reason or justice; properly - in one’s own right by 
virtue of one’s own qualifications or properties - to rights into proper 
order 

"right adv 1 m a nghl, proper, or correct manner <jguessed ^ > <^kncw he 
wasn't doing if 2 in the exact location or position in the middle 
of the floory 3 in a direct line or course; straight (go ^ homey 4 all the 
way; completely (blew ^ out of the windowy Sa without delay; straight 
after lunchy b immediately now) 6 to the full (entertained ^ 
royalfyy - often m Bntish titles 7 on or to the right (looked left 
and '^ y 

"right vt 1 to avenge 2a to adjust or restore to the proper state or 
condition, correct b to bnng or restore (e g a boat) to an upnght position 

- fighter n 

'right .angie n the angle bounded by 2 lines perpendicular to each other, 
an angle of 90 * mathematics, symbol - right-angled, right-angle 
adj 

right atriovantricuiar valva /,aytnohven'tnkyoola/ n thicuspid 

VALVE 

.right a'way adv without delay or hesitation 

'right-, back n a fullbackjplaying on the nght side of the pitch in a 
traditional soccer lineup sport 

rightaoua /riechas/ adj 1 acting in accord with divine or moral law; free 
from guilt or sin 2a morally nght or justified b ansing from an outraged 
sense of justice [alter of earlier nghtuous, alter, of ME nghtwise, 
rightwos, fr OE nhtwis, fr riht, n. right + wis wise] - righteously adv, 
righteousness a 

rightful /'netf](a)l/ adj 1 just, equitable 2a having a just claim (the ^ 
ownery b held by right <- authontyy - rightfully adv, rightful- 
ness n 

.right - half n a halfback j^laying on the nght side of the pitch in a 
traditional soccer lineup sport 

.right-'hand adj 1 situated on the nght 2 nght-handed 3 chiefly or 
constantly relied on 

.right 'hand n la the hand on the nght-hand side of the body b a reliable 
or indispensable person 2a the nght side b a place of honour 
.right-'handad adj 1 using the nght hand habitually or more easily than 
the left, also swinging from right to left (a ^ batsmany 2 relating to, 
designed for, or done with the right hand 3 clockwise - used of a twist, 
rotary motion, or spiral curve as viewed from a given direction with 
respect to the axis of rotation > right-handed adv, right-handedly adv. 
right-handedness n 

.right-'handar /'handa/ n 1 a blow struck with the right hand 2 a 
right-handed person 

.right 'honourable adj entitled to great honour - used as a title for pnvy 
counallors 

rightism /'ne,tiz(a)m/ n, often cap (advocacy oQ the doctrines of the 
Right - rightist n or adj, often cap 

rightly /'netli/ adv 1 in accordance with nght conduct; fairly 2 in the 
right manner; properly 3 according to truth or fact 4 with certainty </ 
can't ^ sayy 

.right-'mindad adj thinking and acting by just or honest pnnciples - 

right-nindedneas n 

righto /'riet.oh/ interj, chiefly Br - used to express agreement 
.right 'off adv right away, at once - infml 
jight of 'search n the nght to stop and search a merchant vessel on 
the high seas to ascertain whether it is hable to seizure 
.right of 'way n, pi rights of way 1 a legal nght of passage over another 
person's property 2a the course along which a nght of way exists b the 
strip of land over which a public road is built c the land occupied by a 
railway for its tracks 3 a precedence in passing accorded to one vehicle 
over another by custom, decision, or statute 
.right 'on intaj * used to express agreement or approval; slang 
.Right 'Rovorond adj - used as a title for high ecclesiastical officials 
'rights .iosuo n an issue of new shares available to existing shareholdere 
only 

rightwsrd /rietwood/ adj being towards or on the nght 
'rightwords /-woodz/, cfutfly NAm rightward adv towards or on the 
right 

'right .whslo a any of several large whalebone whales with no dorsal fin, 
very long whalebone, and a large head [fr its being formerly considered 
the right whale to hunt] 

.right 'wing ji nng or pi in conatr, often cap RAW dbe more conservative 
division of a group or party - right-wing adv, rightwinger n 
rigid /*ryid/ adj la deficient in or devoid of flexibility b fixed in 


appearance (her face ^ with painj 2a inflexibly set in opinions or habits 
b stnctly maintained <a scheduhy 3 firmly inflexible rather than lax 
or indulgent 4 precise and accurate in procedure 5a having the gas 
containers enclosed within compartments of a fixed fabric-covered frame- 
work (a ^ airshipy b having the outer shape maintained by a fixed 
framework [MF or L; MF ngtde, fr L ngidus, fr ngere to be stiff] - rigidly 
adv, rigidness n, rigidify /n'jidifie/ vb, rigidity /ri'jiddti/ n 
rigmarole /'ngmsTohl/ n 1 confused or nonsensical talk 2 an absurd 
and complex procedure [alter of obs ragman roll (long list, cata- 
logue)] 

rigor /^nga/ n 1 a tremor caused by a chill 2 ngidness or insensitivity 
of organs or tissue 3 NAm ngour [(1, 2) NL, fr L] 

.rigor 'mortis /"mawtis/ n the temporary rigidity of muscles that occurs 
after death [NL, stiffness of death] 

rigorous /ngaras/ adj 1 manifesting, exercising, or favouring ngour, 
very stnet standards of hygienej 2 harsh, severe 3 scrupulously 
accurate - rigorously adv 

rigour /'rigo/ n la(l) harsh inflexibility in opinion, temper, or judgment 
(2) the quality of being unyielding or inflexible (3) seventy of life, 
austenty b an act or instance of stnetness or seventy -- often pi 2 a 
condition that makes life difficult, challenging, or painful, esp extremity 
of cold - often pi 3 stnet precision (logical — > [ME, fr MF ngueur, fr 
L ngor, lit., stiffness, fr ngere] 
rigout /'ngowt/ n a complete outfit of clothing - mfml 
rlie /ncl/ vt 1 to make angry or resentful 2 NAm roii 1 [alter of 
roil] 

Vill /nl/ n a small brook - chiefly poetic [D nl or LG nlle, akin to OE 
nth nvulet] 

"rill, rille /nl/ n any of several long narrow valleys on the moon's surface 
[G nlle, lit , channel made by a small stream, fr LG, nil] 

Vim /nm/ n 1 an outer usu curved edge or border 2 the outer nng of a 
wheel not including the tyre car [ME, fr OE nma, akin to ON nmi 
stnp of land, Gk ^ema gently, Lith remit to support] 

*rim vt -mm- to serve as a nm for; border 

'rimw /nem/ n 1 frost lb 2 an accumulation of granular ice tufts on the 
windward sides of exposed objects at low temperatures [ME nm, fr OE 
hnm; akin to ON hrim frost, Latvian krams cream] ~ rimy adj 
"rime vt to cover (as lO with rime 

riftnmed /nmd/ adj having a nm - usu in combination (dark-rmmed 
glassesy 

rimu /’ree.mooh/ n (the wood oO a large coniferous New Zealand tree 
[Maon] 

Vind /nend/ 1 the bark of a tree 2 a usu hard or tough outer layer of fruit, 
cheese, bacon, etc [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG nnda bark, OE rendan to 
rend] 

*rind vt to remove the rind or bark from 

rinderpest /’nnda.pest/ n an infectious fever, esp of cattle [G, fr nnder, 
pi, cattle pest pestilence] 

Ving /nng/ n 1 a circular band for holding, connecting, hanging, moving, 
fastening, etc or for identification 2 a circlet usu of precious metal, worn 
on the finger 3a a circular line, figure, or object b an encircling 
arrangement c a circular or spiral course 4a an often circular space, esp 
for exhibitions or competitions, esp such a space at a circus b a square 
enclosure in which boxers or wrestlers contest S any of the concentnc 
bands that revolve round some planets (e g Saturn or Uranus) 6 annual 
RING 7 smg or pi in constr an exclusive association of people for a selfish 
and often corrupt purpose (a drag >->88 closed chain of atoms in a 
molecule 9 a set of dements closed under 2 binary operations (eg 
addition and multiplication) which is a commuudve group under the firat 
operation and in which the second operation is aslociative and is distnbu- 
tive relative to the first 10 boxing as a profession (retired after 9 years 
in the ~ > 11 an electric element or gas burner [n the shape of a circle, 
get into the top of a cooker, stove, etc, which piDvides a source of heat 
for cooking - compare oas ring [ME, fr OE hthg; akin to OHG hnng 
ring, L curvus curved - more at 'crown] - riul^e adj 
"ring vt ringed 1 to place or form a ring round; cifdrcle 2 to attach a ring 
to <~ migrating geesey 3 girdle 3 4 to throw § ring over (the peg) in 
a game (eg quoits) 

"ring vb rang /rang/; mag /rung/ vi 1 to sound resonantly (the doorbell 
rang) (cheers rang outy 2a to be filled with resonant sound; resound b 
to have the simsation of a continuous humming sound 3 to sound a bell 
as a summons 4a to be filled with talk or report b to sound repeatedly 
(praise rang in her ears} 5 chiefly Br to telephone - often -t- up ~ vt 1 
to cause to ring, esp by striking 2 to sound (as if) by ringing a bell 3 to 
announce (as iO by ringing - often + in or out 4 chiefly Br to telephone 
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- usu t up [ME nngen, fr OE hnngan\ akin to MD nngen to nng, Lilh 
krankti to croak] - ring i bell to sound familiar - ring the changes to run 
through the range of possible variations - ring true to appear to be true 
or authentic 

’ring n 1 a set of bells 2 a clear resonant sound made by vibrating metal, 
also a similar sound 3 resonant tone 4 a loud sound continued, repeated, 
or reverberated 5 a sound or character suggestive of a particular quality 
or feeling 6a an act or instance of ringing b a telephone call - usu in give 
somebody a nng 

ringbark /'ring,bahk/ vt girdi e Id 

ring binder n a loose-leaf binder in which split metal nngs attached to 
a metal back hold perforated sheets of paper in place 
'ring, bolt /-.bohlt/ n an eyebolt with a ring through its loop 
'ring, bone /-.bohn/ n a bony outgrowth on a horse’s pastern bones, usu 
causing lameness - ringboned adj 

'ring, dove /-,duv/ n a woodpigeon [fr the while patch on each side of 
Its neck] 

ringed /nngd/ adj encircled or marked (as lO with rings 
ringer /'nng j/ n 1 shy who rings bells 2 NAm sby or sthg that strongly 
resembles another - often + dead <^she\ a dead for the senator 3 a 
horse entered in a race under false representations, broadly an impostor 

- infml ['ring f ’-pr] 

'ring .finger n the third finger, esp of the left hand, counting the index 
finger as the first 

ringgit /'ring git/ n -.J Malaysia at nahonalitv [Malay] 
ringhals /'nng,hals/ n a poisonous Afncan snake that spits its venom at 
the eyes of its victim [Ai'nV nnkals{(oTmeT\y nnghals) Jr nng nng ^ hals 
neck] 

ringing /'nng-ing/ adj 1 resounding 2 vigorously unequivocal (j ^ 
condemnation? - rK'^ingJly adv 

'ring, leader /-.leeda/ n a leader of a group that engages in objectionable 
activities 

ringlet /'nnglit/ n I a small ring or circle 2 a long lock of hair curled 
in a spiral 

'ring .main n, Br a domestic wiring circuit in which a number of power 
points arc connected to supply cables which form a closed Itwp 
'ring, master /-.mahsta/ n one in charge of performances m a ring te g 
of a circus) 

'ring, neck /-.nek/ adj ring-necked - ringneck n 
.ring-'necked adj having a ring of colour about the neck 
ring off vi. chieUy Hr to terminate a telephone conversiition 
'ring .ouzel /’oohzfa)!/ n an Old World thrush, the male of which is black 
with a broad white bar across the breast 
'ring-,pull n a built-in device for opening a tin consisting of a nng that, 
when pulled, removes a hennctically sealed tab or lid 
'ring ,road n, Br a road round a town or town centre designed to relieve 
traffic congestion 

’'ring.side /-.sicd/ n 1 the area surrounding a nng, esp providing a close 
view of a contest 2 a place that gives a close view 
^ringside adj or adv at the ringside 

'ring-.tailed adj having a tail marked with rings of differing colours 
ring up vt 1 to record by means of a cash register 2 to record, achieve 
(fr the bell that nngs when a sum is recorded by a cash register] 
ringworm /'nng.wuhm/ n any of several contagious fungous diseases of 
the skin, hair, or nails in which nng-shaped discoloured blister-covered 
patches form on the skin 

rink /nngk/ n U (a building containing) a surface of ice for ice-skating 
b an enclosure for roller-skating 2 part of a bowling green being used for 
a match [ME (Sc) nne area in which a contest takes place, fr MF renc 
place, row - more at ’rank] 

Vinse /nns/ vt 1 to cleanse (c g from soap) with liquid (c g clean wa^^r) 

- often V out 2 to remove (dirt or impurities) by washing lightly (ME 
nncen, fr MF nneer^ fr OF recincier, perh fr (assumed) VL recentiare, fr 
L recent-, recens fresh, recent] - rinaer n 

/rinse n 1 (a) nnsing 2a liquid used for nnsing b a solution that 
temporanly tints the hair 

riot /'ne-M/ n 1 unrestrained revelry 2 (a) violent public disorder; specif 
a disturbance of the peace by 3 or more people 3 a profuse and random 
display (Jhe woods were a ofcohor') 4 sby or sthg wildly funny [ME, 
fr OF, dispute] - riot vi, rioter n 

'riot ,gun n a small firearm used to disperse noters rather than to inflict 
senous injury 

riotous /'ne'dtds/ adj 1 participating in a not 2a wild and disorderly b 
exciting, exuberant <tAe party was a success} - riotoualy adv, 
rlotouasesi n 


Vip /np/ vb -pp- VI 1 to become npped; rend 2 to rush along <, ^ ped past 
the Hnishing post} 3 to start or proceed without restraint (let it -~ } "^vt 
la to tear or split apart, esp in a violent manner b to saw or split (wood) 
along the gram 2 to slit roughly (as iQ with a sharp blade 3 to remove 
by force - ^ out or off [prob fr Flcm nppen to strip off roughly] - 
ripper /I 

*rip n a rough or violent tear 

Vip n a tnxly of rough water formed a by the meeting of opposing currents, 
winds, etc b by passing over ndges [perh fr ^np] 

Vip ri 1 a worn-out worthless horse 2 a mischievous usu young person 
[perh by shortening & alter fr reprobate] 

riparian /ne'pean an/ adj of or occurnng on the bank of a body of water, 
esp a nver [L npanus - more at rivi^r] 

'rip .cord n a cord or wire for releasing a parachute from its pack 
rip .current n a nptide 

ripe /nep/ adj 1 fully grown and developed, mature 2 mature in 
knowledge, understanding, or judgment 3 of advanced years 4a fully 
arrived, propitious (the time seemed - for the expenment} b fully 
prepared, ready for 5 brought by aging to full flavour or the best state, 
mellow cheese} 6 ruddy, plump, or full like ripened fruit 7 smutty, 
indecent - euph [ME, fr OE ripe-, akin to OE npan, reopan to reap - more 
at reap] - ripely adv, ripen vb, ripener n, ripeness n 
ripieno /n'pyenoh/ n, pi ripieni /-m/, ripienos a supplementary or 
accompanying group of instruments or musical parts, esp all the instru- 
ments or musical parts except the soloist [It, lit , filled up] 

'rip-, off n 1 an act or instance of stealing 2 an instance of financial 
exploitation, esp the charging of an exorbitant pnee USE infml 
rip off vt 1 to rob, also to steal 2 to defraud USE infml 
riposte /n'pohst, -post/ n 1 a fencer's quick return thrust following a 
parry 2 a piece of retaliatory banter 3 a usu rapid retaliatory manoeuvre 
or measure [F, modif of It nsposta, lit . answer, fr nspimdere to respond, 
fr L respondere] - riposte vi 

Vipple /‘npl/ vb rippling /'npling, 'npl ing/ vi la to become covered with 
small waves b to flow in small waves or undulations 2 to flow with a light 
rise and fall of sound or inflection 3 to proceed with an undulating motion 
(so as to cause npples) 4 to spread irregularly outwards, esp from a 
central point - vt 1 to stir up small waves on 2 to impart a wavy motion 
or appearance to <nppling his muscles} [perh freq of 'np] - rippler n 
’ripple n 1 a small wave or succession of small waves 2a rippli mark 
b a sound like that of nppling water <a of laughter? 3 NAm 
RIFFLI I 

'ripple .mark n any of a senes of small ndges produced, esp on sand, by 
wind or water 

riprap / iip.< ip/ n, NAm (stone used for) a foundation or sustaining wall 
ol loose s'< f.es [obs nprap (sound of rapping), redupl of ‘rap] - 

riprap vt 

'rip-, roaring adj noisily excited or exciting, exuberant 
ripsaw /'np,saw/ n a coarse-toothed saw having teeth only slightly bent 
to alternate sides that is designed to cut woixi in the direction of the gram 
- compare t Rosscin saw 

riptide /'np.tied/ n a strong surface current flowing outwards from a 
shore 

Ripuarian /,npyoo'e9ri 3n/ adj of or constituting a group of Franks who 
settled in ih** 4ih c on the Rhine near Cologne [ML Ripuanus] 

Vise /ne/V rose /rohz/, risen /'nz(a)n/ la to assume an upnght 
position, esp from lying, kneeling, or sitting b to get up from sleep or from 
one’s bed 2 to return from death 3 to take up arms 4a to respond warmly 
or readily, applaud - usu -v fo b to respond to nasty words or behaviour, 
esp by annoyance or anger (despite the innuendos, he didn 'f - > 5 to end 
a session, adjourn o to appear above the honzon 7a to move upwards, 
ascend b to increase in height or volume 8 to extend above other objects 
or people 9a to become cheered or encouraged b to increase m fervour 
or intensity lOa to attain a higher office or rank b to increase in amount 
or number 11a to occur; take place b to come into being; onginate 12 
to show oneself equal to a challenge [ME nsen, fr OE risan, akin to OHG 
nsan to rise, L onn to nse, nvus stream, Gk omynai to rouse] 

Vise n 1 nsing or being nsen: e g a a movement upwards b emergence 
(e g of the sun) above the honzon e the upward movement of a fish to 
seize food or bait 2 origin (behaviour that gave ~ to much speculation} 
3 the vertical height of sthg, specif the vertical height of a step 4a an 
increase, esp in amount, number, or intensity b an increase in pnee, value, 
rate, or sum, specif, chiefly Br an increase in pay 5a an upward slope or 
gradient b a spot higher than surrounding ground 6 a rising-pitch 
intonation in speech - get/take a rise out of to provoke to annoyance by 
teasing 
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riser /'nta/ n the upnght part between 2 consecutive stair treads 
ARCHITECTURE ('RISE + ^-ER] 

risible /'nubl/ adj 1 inclined or susceptible to laughter 2 arousing or 
provoking laughter 3 associated with or used in laughter [LL risibtlis, fr 
L nsus, pp of ndcre to laugh - more at ridiculous] - rUlblllty 
/-■bibli/ n 

Vising /'neztng/ n an insurrection, upnsing 
Vising adv approaching a specified age 

Visk /nsk/ n 1 possibility of loss, injury, or damage 2 a dangerous 
element or factor; hazard 3 r the chance of loss or the dangers to that 
which is insured in an insurance contract b sby who or sthg that is a 
specified hazard to an insurer <a ptjor ^ for insurance} c an insurance 
hazard from a specified cause (war ~ > [F nsque, fr It nsco] - risky adj, 
riskily adv. riskiness n - at risk in danger (e g of infection or of behaving 
in ways which are considered antisocial) - on risk of an insurer having 
assumed and accepting liability for a nsk 
Visk vt 1 to expose to hazard or danger 2 to incur the nsk or 
danger of 

risorgimento /n,sawji'mentoh/ n, pi risorgimentos a time of renewal or 
revival: specif, often cap the 19th-c movement for Italian political unity 
(It, fr nsorgere to nsc again, fr L resurgere - more at resurklciion] 
risotto /n'zotoh. -'so-/ n, pi risottos an Italian dish of nee cooked in meat 
stock with onion, green pepper, etc [It. fr nso nee] 
risquA Aeeskay, 'n-/ adj verging on impropnety or indecency [F. fr pp 
of nsquer to nsk, fr risque] 

rissole /'nsohl/ n a small fned cake or ball of cooked minced food, esp 
meat [F, fr MF roissole, fr (assumed) VL russeola, fr L russeus reddish, 
fr russus red] 

ritardando /.ntah'dandoh/ adv, adj, or n, pi ritardandos (with) a 
gradual slackening m musical tempo [It. fr L retardandum, gerund of 
retardate to retard] 

rita /net/ n I (a presenbed form of words or actions for) a ceremonial 
act or action 2 the charactenstic liturgy of a church or group of churches 
[ME, fr L ntus\ akin to OE rim number, Gk anthmos number - more at 
arithmetic] 

ritanuto Aectc'n(y)oohtoh, .nta'nyoohtoh/ adv, adj, or n pi ritenutos 
(with) an immediate slackening of musical tempo [It, pp of ntenere to 
hold back, retain, fr L retmere] 

.rite of 'passage n a ntual associated with a change of status (e g 
assuming adult status and responsibilities) in the life of an individual 
[trans of F nte de passage] 

ritornello /.nuw'neloh/ n. pi ritomclli /-li/, ritomellos 1 a short 
recurrent instrumental passage in a vocal composition 2 a tutti passage 
in a concerto or rondo refrain [It, dim. of ntomo return, fr ntornare to 
return] 

Vitual /'nchooal, -tyoo-/ adj I of ntes or a ntual; ceremonial <a -- dance} 
2 according to religious law or social custom - ritually adv 
’rituel n 1 the form or order of words presenbed for a religious ceremony 
2 (a) ntual observance; broadly any formal and customary act or senes 
of acts 

ritualism /'nchoo3,liz(3)m, -tyoo-/ n (excessive devotion to) the use of 
ntual ' ritualist n, ritualistic A'listik/ adj 
ritual-iaa, -ise Anchooa.hez, -tyoo-/ vi to practise ritualism ^vr to 
convert into a ritual - ritualizatiou /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
ritzy /"ntsi/ adj ostentatiously smart - infml [Ritz hotels, noted for their 
opulence] - ritziness n 

'rival /'nevl/ n la any of 2 or more competing for a single goal b sby who 
tries to compete with and be superior to another 2 sby who or sthg that 
equals another m desirable qualities [MF or L; MF, fr L nvalis one using 
the same stream as another, rival in love, fr nvalis of a stream, fr rivus 
stream - more at rise] - rivalry An/ n 
’rival adj having comparable pretensions or claims 
’rival vt -U- (NAm -I, -11-), Anevl-ing/ 1 to be in competition with; contend 
with 2 to stnve to equal or excel 3 to possess qualities that approach or 
equal (those of another) 

rive /nev/ vb rived; riven /'nv(a)n/ also rived vt la to wrench open or 
tear apart or to pieces b to split with force or violence; cleave 2 to rend 
with distress or dispute ^ vi to become split [ME nven, fr ON rifa\ akin 
to L ripa shore, Gk erapein to tear down, OE raw row] 
river Anva/ n 1 a natural stream of water of considerable volume 
GEOGRAPHY 2a a flow that matches a nver in volume <a ~ of lava} b 
p/a copious or overwhelming quality [ME nvere, fr OF. fr (assumed) VL 
riparia^ fr L, fern of riparius npanan, fr npa] 
riverine Arivarien/ adj 1 of, formed by, or resembling a nver 2 living 
or situated on the banks of a nver 


'rivet Anvit/ n a headed metal pin used to unite 2 or more pieces by 
passing the shank through a hole in each piece and then butting or 
pressing down the plain end so as to make a second head [ME nvetie, 
fr MF nver to be attached] 

’rivet vt 1 to fasten (as if) with nvets 2 to hammer or flatten the end or 
point of (e g a metal pm, rod, or bolt) so as to form a head 3 to fix firmly 
4 to attract and hold (e g the attention) completely - riveter n 
riviere /.nvi'eara/ n, often cap a coastal region, usu with a mild climate, 
frequented as a resort [the Riviera, region in SE France and NW 
Italy] 

rivulet Anvyoolit/ n a small stream [It nvoletto, dim of nvolo, fr L 
nvulus, dim of riv^s stream - more at rise] 

'riyal /n'yahl/ n Qatar, Saudi Arabia. Yemen Arab Republic at 
nationality [Ar nyal, fr Sp real real] 

’riyal n a nal 

RNA n any of vanous nucleic acids similar to DNA that contain nbose 
and uracil as structural components instead of deoxynbose and thymine, 
and are associated with the control of cellular chemical activities [ribo- 
nucleic acid] 

'roach /rohch/ n, pi roach also roaches a silver-white European fresh- 
water fish of the carp family [ME rochc, fr MF] 

’roach n a concave or convex curvature m the edge of a sail [ongm 
unknown] 

’roach n, NAm 1 a cockroach 2 the butt of a marijuana cigarette - 
slang 

road /rohd/ n 1 a relatively sheltered stretch of water near the shore 
where ships may nde at anchor - often pi with sing meaning 2a an open 
usu paved way for the passage of vehicles, people, and animals b the part 
of a paved surface used by vehicles 3 a route or path [ME rode, fr OE 
rad nde, journey, raid; akin to OE ridan to nde] - roadless adj - off the 
road of a vehicle not roadworthy - on the road travelling or tounng on 
business 

'road, bed /-.bed/ n 1 the bed on which the sleepers, rails, and ballast of 
a railway rest 2a the earth foundation ot a road prepared for surfacing 
b NAm ROAD 2b 

'road,block A.blok/ n 1 a road barncade set up by an army, the police, 
etc 2 an obstruction m a road 3 chiefly NAm an obstacle to progress or 
success 

'road ,hog n a dnver of a motor vehicle who obstructs or intimidates 
others 

'road, holding /-.hohldmg/ n, chiefly Br the ability of a moving vehicle 
to remain stable 

''road, house A,hows/ n an mii situated usu on a mam road in a country 
area 

roadie Arohdi/ n sby who looks after the transport, setting up, etc, of the 
equipment of cnteriamcrs, esp a rock group 
roadman Arohdmm, -,man/ n one who mends or builds roads 
'road ,metal n broken stone used m making and repainng roads or 
ballasting railways 

'road.runner /-.runs/ n a largely ground-living fast-running Amencan 
bird of the cuckoo family 

'road .show n a theatneal performance given by a troupe on tour 
'road,8ide /-,sied/ n the stnp of land beside a road, the side of a road 
roadster Arohdsta/ n 1 a horse for ndmg or dnvmg on roads 2a an open 
sports car that seats usu 2 people b fir a sturdy bicycle for ordinary use 
on common roads 

'road .test n a test of a vehicle taken under practical operating conditions 
on the road - road test vt 
'road,way /-.way/ n a road 

'road.work /-,wuhk/ n 1 conditioning for an athletic contest (eg a 
boxing match) consisting mainly of long runs 2 pi. Br (the site oO the 
repair or construction of roads 

'rpad.worthy A.wuhdhi/ adj, of a vehicle m a fit condition to be used 
on the roads; m proper working order - roadworthiness n 
roam /rohm/ vi 1 to go aimlessly from place to ptoce, wander 2 to travel 
unhindered through a wide area to range or wander over [ME 
romen] - roan n, roamer n 

'roan /rohn/ adj, esp of horses and cattle having a coat of a usu reddish 
brown base colour that is muted and lightened by some white hairs [MF, 
fr OSp roario] 

’roan n (the colour oO an animal (e g a horse) with a roan, specif a bay 
roan, coat 

'roar Araw/ vi la to give a roar b to smg or shout with full force 2a to 
make or emit loud reverberations b to laugh loudly and deeply 3 to be 
boisterous or disorderly - usu + about A of a horse suffering from roaring 
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10 make a loud noise in breathing ^ vt to utter with a roar [ME wren. 
fr OE ranan. akin to OHG reren to bleat, Skt rayati he barks] 

*roar n 1 the deep prolonged cry charactenstic of a wild animal 2 a loud 
cry, call, etc (e g of pain, anger, or laughter) 3 a loud continuous confused 
sound {the of the waves'^ 

'roaring /'rawnng/ n noisy breathing in a horse occurnng dunng exemon 
and caused by muscular paralysis 

^roaring adj 1 making or charactenzed by a sound resembling a roar 2 
marked by energetic or successful activity <^did a ^ traded 
Voaring adv extremely, thoroughly - infml <!went and got ^ drunk) 
.roaring 'forties n pi either of 2 areas of stormy westerly winds between 
latitudes 40" and 30° N and S 

'roast /rohst/ vt la to cook by exposing to dry heat (e g in an oven) or 
by surrounding with hot embers b to dry and brown slightly by exposure 
to heat coffee) chestnuts) 2 to heat (ore or other inorganic 
matenal) with air to cause the removal of volatile material, oxidation, etc 
3 to heat to excess 4 chiefly NAm to criticize severely w 1 to cook food 
by roasting 2 to be subject to roasting [ME rosten, fr OF rostir, of Gmt 
ongin, akin to OHG rosten to roast] 

’roast n 1 a piece of meat roasted or suitable for roasting 2 NAm a party 
at which food is roasted, esp in the open air 
’roast adj roasted < beef/ 

roaster /'rohsta/ n 1 a device for roasting 2 a pig, fowl, vegetable, etc 
suitable for roasting ['roast ^-er] 

rob /rob/ vb -bb- vt 1 to steal slhg from (a person or place), esp by 
violence or threat 2 to depnve of sthg due, expected, or desired - vi to 
commit robbery [ME robben. fr OF rober, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG 
roubon to rob - more at bkrfavf] - robber n 
robbery /'roban/ n the act of robbing, specif theft accompanied by 
violence or thre?*! 

'robe /rohb/ n 1 a long flowing outer garment, esp one used for 
ceremonial occasions or as a symbol of olTice or profession - sometimes 
pi with sing meaning 2 NAm a woman’s dressing gown [ME. fr OF. 
robe, booty, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG roubon to rob) 

’robe vt to clothe or cover (as lO with a robe ^ vi to pul on a robe, broadly 

DRFSS la 

robin /'robin/, robin 'red.breast /'red,brest/ n 1 a small brownish 
European thrush resembling a warbler and having an orange red throat 
and breast 2 a large N Amencan thrush with a dull reddish breast and 
underparts [ME robin redbrest, fr Robin, nickname for Robert] 

^ robot /'rohbot/ n la a (fictional) humanoid machine that walks and talks 
b sby efficient or clever who lacks human warmth or sensitivity 2 an 
automatic apparatus or device that performs functions ordinanly asenbed 
to human beings or operates with what appears to be almost hunun 
intelligence 3 sthg guided by automatic controls [Czech, fr robota work, 
akin to OHG arabeit trouble, L orbus orphaned] 
robotics /roh'botiks, ra-/ n pi but sing in constr a field of interest 
concerned with the construction, maintenance, and behaviour of robots 
/s a major science-fiction theme) 

robust /roh'bust, '-/ adj la having or exhibiting vigorous health or 
stamina b firm in purpose or outlook c strongly formed or constructed 
2 earthy, rude 3 requiring strenuous exertion 4 full-bodied <a ^ red 
wine) [L robustus oaken, strong, fr robor-, robur oak, strength] - 
robustly adv, robustness n 

roc /rok/ n a mythical bird of great size and strength [Ar nikhkh] 
rocambole /rokambohl/ n a European leek used for flavounng [F, fr 
G rockenbolle, fr rocken, roggen rye ^ bolle bulb] 

Rochelle salt /ro'shel/ n sodium potassium tartrate, used esp in baking 
powders and in piezoelectnc crystals [La Rochelle, city in W France] 
roche moutonnte /,rosh moohto'nay/ n. pi roches moutonnbes / 
a long ice-sculptured rock mound [F, lit , fleecy rock] 
rochet /‘rochit/ n a while ceremonial vestment resembling a surplice, 
worn esp by bishops [ME, fr MF, fr OF, fr (assumed) OF roc coat, of 
Gmc ongin, akin to OHG roc coat] 

'rock /rok/ vt 1 to move gently back and forth (as lO m a cradle 2a to 
cause to sway back and forth b(l) to daze or stun (2) to disturb, upset 
^ vi 1 to become moved rapidly or violently backwards and forwards (c g 
under impact) 2 to move rhythmically back and forth [ME rokken, fr 
OE roccian\ akin to OHG rucken to cause to move] - rock the boat to 
disturb the equilibrium of a situation <even though you're right you can't 
afford to rock the boat) 

‘rock, rock and roll, rock *n* roll /,rok (a)n 'rohl/ n popular music, usu 
played on electronically amplified instruments and charactenzed by a 
persistent heavily accented beat, much repetition of simple phrases, and 
often country, folk, and blues elements 


’rock /} 1 a large mass of stone forming a cliff, promontory, or peak 2 a 
large concreted mass of stony material 3 consolidated or unconsolidated 
solid mineral matter 4a sthg like a rock in firmness; a firm or solid 
foundation or support b sthg that threatens or causes disaster - often pi 
with sing meaning 5 a coloured and flavoured sweet produced in the 
form of a usu cylindrical stick 6 rock Salmon - used esp by 
fishmongers 7 NAm a small stone 8 a gem, esp a diamond - slang [ME 
rokke, fr ONF rogue, fr (assumed) VL rocca] - rock adj, rocklike adj - 
on the rocks 1 in or into a state of destruction or wreckage <r/ieir 
marriage was on the rocks) 2 on ice cubes (Scotch on the rocks) 
.rock-'bottom adj being the lowest possible 
.rock ‘bottom n the lowest or most fundamental part or leVel 
rock.bound /-.bownd/ adj surrounded or strewn with rocks, rocky 
rock crystal n transparent colourless quartz 

'rock .dove n a bluish grey Old World wild pigeon that is the ancestor 
of the domestic pigeons 

rocker /'roka/ n la either of the 2 curved pieces of wood or metal on 
which an object (e g a cradle) rocks b sthg mounted on rockers, specif 
ROTKiNCi chair c any object (with parts) resembling a rocker (e g a skate 
with a curved blade) 2 a device that works with a rocking motion 3 a 
member of a group of aggressive leather-jacketed young British motorcyc- 
lists in the 1960s who waged war on the mods - compare hell’s anoel 
['ROCK + '-fr] - off one's rocker crazy, mad - infml 
rockery /'roksn/ n a bank of rocks and earth where rock plants are 
grown 

'rocket /'robt/ n any of numerous plants of the mustard family [MF 
roquette, fr Olt rochetta, dim of ruca garden rocket, fr L eruca] 
’rocket n la a firework consisting of a long case filled with a combustible 
matenal fastened to a guiding stick and projected through the air by the 
rearward discharge of gases released in combustion b such a device used 
as an incendiary weapon or as a propelling unit (e g for a lifesaving line 
or whaling harpoon) 2 a jet engine that carries with it everything 
necessary for its operation and is thus indcpcndent^f the oxygen in the 
air 3 a rocket-propelled bomb, missile, or projectile space 4 chiefly 
Br a sharp reprimand - infml [It rocchetta, lit , small distaff, fr dim of 
rocca distaff, of Gmc origin, akm to OHG rocko distafi] - rocketeer 
/-'tia/ n 

’rocket vi 1 to nse or increase rapidly or spectacularly 2 to travel with 
the speed of a rocket 

rocketry /'rockitn/ n the study of, expenmentation with, or use of 
rockets 

rockfish /'rok.fish/ n any of various fishes that live among rocks or on 
rocky bottoms 

'rock .garden n a garden containing 1 or more rockeries, also a 
rockery 

'rocking .chair Aoking/ n a chair mounted on rockers 
'rocking .horse n a toy horse mounted on rockers 
rockling /'roklmg/ n any of several rather small elongated marine fishes 
of the cod family 
.rock 'lobster n spiny i.obsilr 
rock 'n' roll /.rok (3)n 'rohl/ n 'rix'k 
'rock .oil n petroleum 

'rock .plant n a small esp alpine plant ihat grows among rocks or in 
rockencs 

'rock.roae /-.rohz/ n any of vanous showy-flowered woody plants or 
shrubs 

.rock 'ealmon n a dogfish - not now used technically 
'rock .salt n common salt occurnng as a solid mineral 
'rock.8haft /-.shahtt/ n a shaft (e g in a steam engine) that rocks on its 
bearings instead ol revolving 

'rock .wool n mineral wool made from limestone or siliceous rock 
'rocky /'roki/ adj 1 full of or consisting of rocks 2 filled with obstacles; 

difficult [VocJr] - rockiness n 
’rocky adj unsteady, tottering ['rock] - rockiness n 
'rococo /ro'kohkoh, ra-/ adj la (typical) of a style of architecture and 
decoration in I8th-c Europe charactenzed by elaborate curved forms and 
shell motifs b of an 18th-c musical style marked by light gay ornamenta- 
tion 2 excessively ornate or florid [F, irreg fr rocaille rock-work, fr roc 
rock, alter, of MF roche, fr (assumed) VL rocca] 

’rococo n rococo work or style 

rod /rod/ n lad) a straight slender stick (2) (a stick or bundle of twigs 
used for) punishment (3) a pole with a line for fishing b(l) a slender bar 
(e g of wood or meul) (2) a wand or staff earned as a sign of office, power, 
or authority 2 a unit of length equal to 3V^yd (about 5m) unit 3 
any of the relatively long rod-shaped light receptors in the retina that are 
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sensitive to faint light ~ compare coNt 3a 4 an angler [ME, fr OE rodJ. 
akin to ON rudda club] ^ rodless adj, rodiike adj 
rode /rohd/ past of ridf 

rodent /'rohd(a)nt/ n any of an order of relatively small gnawing 
mammals including the mice, rats, squirrels, and beavers [denv of L 
rodent’, rodens, prp of rodere to gnaw - more at rat] - rodent adf. 
rodenticide /roh'denti.sied/ n 

rodent ulcer n a skin cancer that appears as an ulcer of exposed skin, 
esp on the face, and spreads slowly outwards destroying other tissue [L 
rodent-, rodens gnawing] 

rodeo /roh'dayoh. 'rohdi,oh/ n, pi rodeos 1 a roundup 2 a public 
performance featuring the riding skills of cowboys [Sp. fr rodear to 
surround, fr rueda wheel, fr L rota ~ more at roll] 
rodomontade /.rohdamon'tayd, -'tahd/ n 1 a bragging speech 2 vain 
boasting or bluster, bombast (MF, fr It Rodomonte, character in Orlando 
Innamorato by Matteo Doiardo tl494 It poet] - rodomontade adj 
roe /roh/ n 1 the eggs of a female fish, esp when still enclosed in a 
membrane, or the corresponding part of a male fish 2 the eggs or ovaries 
of an invertebrate (e g a lobster) [ME roof, akin to OHG rogo roe. Lith 
kurkulai frog's eggs] 

roebuck /roh.buk/ n, pi roebuck, roebucks a (male) roe deer 
'roe .deer n a small Eurasian deer with erect cylmdncal antlers that is 
noted for its nimblencss and grace [roe (roe deer), fr ME ro, fr OF. ra, 
akin to OHG reh roe deer. OIr riabach dappled] 
roentgen /'rontgan, 'rentgan, -Jan (Ger rcentgan)/ n a rontgen 
roentgenogram /ront'gena,gram. rent-, -'je-/ n a rontgenogram 
roent'geno, graph /-.grahf, -,graf/ n a rontgenograph 
Ro'gation .Day /roh‘gaysh(a)n/ n any of the days of prayer, esp for the 
harvest, observed on the 3 days before Ascension Day and by Roman 
Catholics also on Apnl 25 [ME rogacioun litany, supplication, fr L 
rogation-, rogatio, fr rogatus. pp of rogare to ask, beg - more at 
‘RiGHf] 

'roger /roja/ vt to have sexual intercourse with - slang [obs roger (penis), 
fr the name Roger] 

^ roger intetj - used esp in radio and signalling to indicate that a message 
has been received and understood [Roger, former communications code- 
word fo’' the letter r] 

Vogue /rohg/ n 1 a wilfully dishonest or corrupt person 2 a mischievous 
person; a scamp 3 sby or sthg that displays a chance variation making 
It infenor to others [perh fr obs roger (beggar), perh fr L rogare to ask] 
- roguish adj, roguishly adv, roguishness n 
’rogue vb roguing, rogueing to weed out infenor, diseased, etc plants 
(from) 

’rogue adj, of an animal (roaming alone and) vicious and destructive <a 
elephanty 

roguery /'rohg(a)n/ n an act characteristic of a rogue 
.rogues' 'gallery n a collection of pictures of people arrested as 
cnmmals 

roil /royl/ vt la to make muddy or opaque by stirnng up the sediment 
of b to stir up 2 to annoy, rile [ongin unknown] 
roister /'roysta/ vj to engage in noisy revelry [arch roister (roisterer), fr 
MF rustre boor, ruffian, fr ruste rude, rough, fr L rusticus rustic] - 

roisterer n 

role, role /rohl/ n la(l) a character assigned or assumed (2) a socially 
expected behaviour pattern, usu determined by an individual’s status in 
a particular society b a part played by an actor or singer 2 a function 
[F role, lit , roll, fr OF rolle] 

'role .playing n behaving in a way typical of another or of a stereotype, 
often for therapeutic or educational purposes 
Voll /rohl/ n la a written document that may be rolled up, specif oitb 
bearing an official or formal record b a list of names or related items; a 
catalogue c an official list of people (e g members of a school or of a 
legislative body) 2 sthg rolled up to resemble a cylinder or ball; e g a a 
quantity (e g of fabnc or paper) rolled up to form a single package b any 
of various food preparations rolled up for cooking or serving; esp a small 
piece of baked yeast dough 3 roller )a(l) 4 NAm paper money folded 
or rolled into a wad [ME rolle, fr OF, fr L rotula, dim of rota wheel; 
akin to OHG rad wheel, Skt ratha wagon] 

’roll vt la to propel forwards by causing to turn over and over on a surface 
b to cause (sthg fixed) to revolve (as if) on an axis c to cause to move in 
a circular manner d to form into a mass by revolving and compressing 
e to carry forwards with an easy continuous motion <rAe nver ^^s its 
waters to the sea} 2a to pul a wrapping round b to wrap round on itself; 
shape into a ball or roll - often + up da lo press, spread, or level with 
a roller; make thin, even, or compact b to spread out out the red 


carpeO 4 to move as specified on rollers or wheels 5a to sound with a 
full reverberating tone b to make a continuous beating sound on < ^ cd 
their drums} c to utter with a trill 6 NAm to rob (sby sleeping or 
unconscious) - infml < ^ a drunk} ^ u la to travel along a surface with 
a rotary motion b( 1 ) to turn over and over ( 2) to luxuriate in an abundant 
supply, wallow 2a to move onwards in a regular cycle or succession b 
to shift the gaze continually and erratically <,eyes ^ ing in terror} c to 
revolve on an axis 3a to flow with an undulating motion b to flow in an 
abundant stream, p<iur c to extend in broad undulations ing hills} 4r 
to become earned on a stream b to move on wheels 5 to make a deep 
reverberating sound Ohe thunder ^ s> 6a to rock from side to side b to 
walk with a swinging gait c to move so as to reduce the impact of a blow 

- + with with the punch} 7 to take the form of a cylinder or ball 

- often ^ up 8a to begin to move or operate <^let the cameras ■^ ) b to 
move forwards, develop and maintain impetus 

’roll n la a sound produced by rapid strokes on a drum b a rhythmic 
sonorous flow (of speech) c a reverberating sound 2 (an action or process 
involving) a rolling movement e g a a swaying movement of the body (e g 
in walking or dancing) b a side-to-side movement (e g of a ship) c a flight 
manoeuvre in which a complete revolution about the longitudinal axis of 
an aircraft is made with the honzontal direction of flight being approxi- 
mately maintained 

roil back vt to cause to retreat or withdraw, push back 
'roll .call n the calling out of a list of names (e g for checking attend- 
ance) 

Voller /’rohla/ n la(l) a revolving cylinder over or on which sthg is 
moved oi which is used to press, shape, or apply sthg (2) a hair curler 
b a cylinder or rod on which sthg (e g a blind) is rolled up 2 a long heavy 
wave ['Roii ^ ^-er] 

’roller n 1 any of a group of mostly brightly coloured Old World birds 
noted for performing acnal rolls in their nuptial display 2 a canary that 
has a song in which the notes are soft and run together [G, fr rollen to 
roll, reverberate, fr MF roller, fr (assumed) VL rotularc, fr L rotula] 
roller bearing n a beanng in which the rotating part turns on rollers 
held in a cylindrical housing 

'roller .coaster n an elevated railway (e g in n funfair) constructed with 
curves and inclines on which the cars roll 

'roller .skate n (a shoe fitted with) a metal frame holding usu 4 small 
wheels that allows the wearer to glide over hard surfaces - roller>sluite 
VI, roller-skater n 

'roller .towel n a continuous towel hung from a roller 
Vollicking /'rohking/ adj boisterously carefree [rollick (to romp), perh 
blend of romp and frolic] 

’rollicking n, Br a severe scolding - infml [prob alter of bollocking] 
roll in VI to come or arnve in large quantities 

'rolling .mill /'rohhng/ n an establishment or machine in which metal 
IS rolled into plates and bars 

'rolling ,pin n a long usu wooden cylinder for rolling out dough 
'rolling .stock n 1 the vehicles owned and used by a railway 2 NAm 
the road vehicles owned and used by a company 
.rolling 'stone n one who leads a wandenng or unsettled life 
rollmop /'rohl, mop/ n a herring fillet rolled up and pickled by being 
mannated in spiced vinegar or brine [back-formation fr rollmops, pi of 
rollmops (rolled herring fillet), fr G, fr rollen to roll + mops simpleton, 
pugnosed dog, fr LG] 

roll neck n a loose high collar, esp on a jumper, worn rolled over 
'roll-.on n 1 a woman's elasticated girdle without fastenings 2 a liquid 
preparation (e g deodorant) applied to the skin by means of a rolling ball 
in the neck of the container 

.roll 'on inteij, Br - used to urge on a desired event summer^ 
roll-, on roll-'off adj allowing vehicles to drive on or off <a ~ ship} 
rollout /'rohl.owt/ n the public introduction or unveiling of a new 
aircraft 

.rolltop 'desk /'rohl.top/ n a wntmg desk with a sliding cover often of 
parallel slats fastened to a flexible backing 
'roll-,up n, Br a hand-rolled cigarette - infml 
roll up VI 1 to arnve in a vehicle 2 to turn up at a destination, esp 
unhurnedly 

Voly-poly /.rohli 'pohli/ n a dish, esp a pudding, consisting of pastry 
spread with a filling (e g jam), rolled, and baked or steamed [redupl of 
roly, fr ^roll ' *-/] 

’, roiy-'poly adj short and plump - infml 

Romaic /roh'mayik/ n the modem Greek vernacular [NGk Rhomaii- 
kos, fr Gk Rhomatkos Roman, fr Rhome Rome, capital city of Italy] - 
Romaic adj 
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'Roman /'rohman/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of (ancient) Rome 2 
ROMAN tatholic 3 not cap roman letters or type [partly fr ME, fr OE, 
fr L Romanus, adj & n, fr Roma Rome; partly fr ME Romain, fr OF, fr 
L Romanus] 

'Roman adj 1 (charactenstic) of Rome or the (ancient) Romans 2 not 
cap. of numbers and letters not slanted, perpendicular ai phabft 
3 of the see of Rome or the Roman Catholic church 
roman A clef /roh,monh a 'klay (Fr rama a kle)/ n, pi romans a clef 
/<«/ a novel in which real people or actual events are fictionally disguised 
[F, 111 , novel with a key] 

.Roman 'candle n a cylmdncal firework that discharges balls or stars 
of fire at intervals 

'.Roman 'Catholic n a member of the Roman Catholic church 
'Roman Catholic adj of the body of Chnstians headed by the pope, with 
a hierarchy of pnests and bishops under the pope, a liturgy centred on the 
Mass, and a body of dogma formulated by the church as the infallible 
interpreter of revealed truth, specif of the Western nte of this church 
marked by a formerly Latin liturgy - Roman Catholicism n 
'romance /roh'mans, n-/ n la(l) a medieval usu verse tale dealing with 
chivalnc love and adventure (2) a prose narrative dealing with imaginary 
characters involved in usu heroic, adventurous, or mysienous events that 
are remote in time or place (3) a love story b such literature as a class 
2 sthg lacking any basis in fact 3 an emotional aura attaching to an 
enthralling era, adventure, or pursuit 4 i ovl affair (ME romauns. fr 
OF romans French, something written in French, fr L romanice in the 
Roman manner, fr romanicus Roman, fr Romanus] 

'romance vi l to exaggerate or invent detail or incident 2 to entertain 
romantic thoughts or ideas 

'romance n a short instrumental piece of music in ballad style [F, fr Sp. 
fr OSp, Spanish \onv..Jniig written in Spanish, fr L romanice] 
Romance adj ot or constituting the languages developed from Latin 
romancer /ra'mansa, roh-/ n I a wnter of romance 2 sby prone to 
romancing 

.Roman 'collar n n i rk ai t <u i ar. specif one worn by Roman Cath- 
olic clergy 

Romanesque /.rohma'nesk/ adj of a style of aichitecture developed in 
Italy and western Europe and characten^ed after I0(X) ad by the use of 
the round arch and vault, decorative arcading, and elaborate mouldings 
- compare nokman Romanesque n 
roman-fleuve /roh.monh 'fluhv, (Fr romo flociv)/ n. pi romans-fleuves 
/ ^ / a novel in the form of a long and leisurely chronicle of a family or 
community [F, lit , river novel] 

.Roman 'holiday n an entertainment at the expense of others’ suffering 
[fr the bloody combats staged as entertainment in ancient Rome] 
Romanian, Rumanian also Roumanian /roo'maynyan, roh-, ra-, -ni ^n/ 
n 1 a native or inhabitant of Romania 2 the Romance language of the 
Romanians —if LANoUACir [Romania (Rumania, Roumania), country 
in E Europe] - Rumanian adj 

Romanic /roh'manik/ adj 1 Romance 2 descended or derived from the 
Romans - Romanic n 

Romanism /'rohma.nizfaim/ n roman cathoi icism 
Romanist /'rohmanist/ n 1 roman caihoiic 2 a specialist in the 
language, culture, or law of ancient Rome Romanist, Romanistic 
/-'nistik/ adj 

roman-ize, -ise Aohmanie// vt 1 ofien cap to make Roman, Lalini/e 
2 to wnte or pnnt (e g a language) in the roman alphabet - romanization 
/-'zaysh(D)n/ n, often cap 

.roman 'law n, often cap R the legal system of the ancient Romans which 
forms the basis of many modem legal codes 
.Roman 'nose n a nose with a prominent slightly aquiline bndge 
.Roman 'numeral n a numeral in a system of notation based on^he 
ancient Roman system using the symblos i, v, x, 1. c, d, m - 
numbfr 

Romans /'rohmanz/ n pi but sing in constr a letter on doctnne wntten 
by St Paul to the Chnstians at Rome and included as a book in the New 
Testament 

Romansh, Romansch /roh'mahnsh/ n the Rhaeto-Romamc dialects 
spoken in parts of Switzerland and Italy langdagI: [Romansh 
romonsch] 

'romantic /ra'mantik, rohV adj 1 consisting of or like a romance 2 
having no basis in real life 3 impractical or fantastic in conception or plan 
4a marked by the imaginative appeal of the heroic, remote, or mystenous 
b often cap (having the charactenstics) of romanticism c of or being (a 
composer oO I9th*c music characterized by an emphasis on subjective 
emotional qualities and freedom of form Sa having an inclination for 


romance b marked by or constituting strong feeling, esp love [F roman- 
tique, fr obs F romant romance, fr OF romans] - romaatically adv 
'romantic n 1 a romantic person 2 cap a romantic wnter, artist, or 
composer 

romanticism /roh'manti.siz(3)m, ra-/ n, often cap (adherence to) a 
chiefly late 1 8th- and early I9th-c literary, artistic, and philosophical 
movement that reacted against neoclassicism by emphasizing individual 
aspirations, nature, the emotions, and the remote and exotic - romanticist 
n, often cap 

romantic-ize, -ise /roh'manti,siez, ra-/ vt to give a romantic character 
to w 1 to hold romantic ideas 2 to present incidents or people in a 
(misleadingly) romantic way - romanticization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
Romany /'rohmani/ n I gipsy I 2 the Indic language of the Gipsies 
[Romany romani, adj, gypsy, fr rom gypsy man, fr Skt domba man of a 
low caste of musicians] - Romany adj 
'Romeo /'rohmi oh, -myoh/ n. pi Romeos a romantic male lover [Romeo, 
hero of the play Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare tl616 E poet 
& dramatist] 

'Romeo - a communications code word for the letter r 
Romish /'rohmish/ adj roman catholic - chiefly derog 
'romp /romp/ n 1 boisterous or bawdy entertainment or play 2 an 
efToriless winning pace [partly alter of ^ramp (act of reanng or raging), 
partly alter of ramp (bold woman), fr ME rampe, perh fr rampen to ramp, 
rage] 

'romp v! 1 to play in a boisterous manner 2 to win easily [alter of ramp 
(to rear, rage, climb) - more at rampagl] 

romper /'rompa/, 'romper .suit n a 1 -piece child's garment combining a 
top or bib and short trousers - usu pi with sing meaning pROMP 
. ’-lr] 

rondavel /'ronda.vel, .ron'dahvl/ n, 5/4/r a circular 1 -roomed hut in the 
grounds of a house, used as a guest room or for storage [Afnk ron- 
dawef] 

rondeau /'rondoh/ n, pi rondeaux /'rondoh(/)/ (a poem in) a form of 
verse using only 2 rhymes, in which the opening words of the first line 
are used as a refrain [MF rondel, rondeau] 

rondel /'rondl/ n 1 (a poem in) a particular form of rondeau 2 
RONDiiLF 1 [ME rondel, rondelle, fr OF, lit , small circle - more at 
roundll] 

rondelle /ron'del/ n I a circular object 2 rondel 1 
rondo /'rondoh/ n, pi rondos an instrumental composition, esp a move- 
ment in a concerto or sonata, typically having a refrain or recurring theme 
[It rondo, fr MF rondeau] 

Roneo /"rohnioh/ trademark - used for a duplicating machine that uses 
stencils 

rdntgen, rtentgen, rontgen /'rontgan, 'rentgan, -jan (Ger rcentgan)/ n a 
unit of ionizing radiation equal to the amount that produces ions of 1 sign 
carryin? a charge of 2 58x10 * coulomb in 1kg of air [ISV, fr Wilhelm 
Conrad Rontgen tl923 G chemist] 

rontgenogram, roentgenogram, rontgenogram /ront'genagram, rent-, 
-'je-/ n an X-ray photograph [ISV] 

r5nt'geno,graph, roentgenograph, rontgenograph /-.grahf, -.graf/ n a 
rontgenogram - rontgenographic /-'grafik/ adj, rontgenographically adv, 
rontgenography /-'nogr^fi/ n 

rdntgenology, roentgenology, rontgenology /.rontga'nobji, rent-, -jo-/ 
n radiology dealing with the use of X rays for diagnosis or treatment of 
disease [ISV] - rontgenologic /-ns'lojik/, rontgenological adj, rontgeno- 
logically adv, rontgenologist /-'nobjist/ n 

roo /rooh/ n, pi roos, esp collectively roo Ausfr a kangaroo - infml 
rood /roohd/ n 1 a cross, crucifix, specif a large crucifix^ a beam or 
screen at the entrance to the chancel of a medieval church — ^ church 
2 a Bntish unit of land area equal to ^ acre (about lOllmO unti 
[ME, fr OE rod rod, rood, akin to OHG ruota rod. OSbv ratiSte shaft of 
a lance] 

'roof /roohf/ roofs also rooves /roohvr./ ta the upper usu ngid cover 
of a building architecture b a dwelling, home ^why not... share 

the same Virginia Woolf> 2a the highest point or level b sthg 

resembling a roof in form or function 3 the vaulted or covenng part of 
the mouth, skull, etc (ME, fr OE hrof, akin to ON hrof roof of a 
boathouse. OSlav stropu roof] - roofed adj, roofless adj, rooflike adj, 
roofing n 

'roof vt 1 to cover (as iO with a roof 2 to serve as a roof over 
'rooftop /-.top/ n the outer surface of a usu flat roof 
'roof, tree /-.tree/ n a ndgepiece 

'rook /rook/ n a common Old World social bird similar to the related 
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carrion crow but having a bare grey face [ME, fr OE hroc, akin to 0£ 
hnefn raven - more at ’raven] 

*rook yt to defraud by cheating (e g at cards) - infml [rook, n (cheat, 
swindler), fr ^rook] 

*rook n either of 2 pieces of each colour in a set of chessmen having the 
power to move along the ranks or files across any number of consecutive 
unoccupied squares [ME rok, fr MF roc, fr Ar rukhkh, fr Per] 
rookary /rookari/ n la (the nests, usu built in the upper branches of 
trees, oO a colony of rooks b (a breeding ground or haunt oO a colony 
of penguins, seals, etc 2 a crowded dilapidated tenement or maze of 
dwellings 

rookio /rooki/ n a recruit, also, chiefly NAm a novice [alter of 
recruit] 

'room /roohm, room/ n 1 an extent of space occupied by. or sufficient 
or available for, sthg 2a a partitioned part of the inside of a building b 
such a part used as a separate lodging - often pi 3 suitable or fit occasion, 
opportunity + for for improvement^ [ME, fr OE rum, akin to OHG 
rum room, L rur-, rus open land] 

*room /roohm/ vt to accommodate with lodgings ^ vi , NAm to occupy 
a room; lodge 

roomed /roohmd, roomd/ adj containing rooms - usu in combination <a 
6-roomed house} 

roomer /'roohma/ n, NAm a lodger 

roommete /'roohm, mayt, 'room-/ n any of 2 or more people sharing the 
same room (e g m a university hall) 

'room .service n the facility by which a hotel guest can have food, 
drinks, etc brought to his/her room 
roomy /'roohmi/ adj spacious - roominess n 
'rooet /roohst/ n 1 a support or place where birds roost 2 a group of birds 
roosting together [ME. f^r OE hrost, akin to MD roest roost, OSlav kmda 
pile of wood] 

‘rooet vi, esp of a bird to settle down for rest or sleep: perch 
rooster /'roohsta/ n, chiefly NAm ax:K la 

'root /rooht/ n la the (underground) part of a flowering plant that usu 
anchors and supports it and absorbs and stores food b a (fleshy and 
edible) root, bulb, tuber, or other underground plant part 2a the end of 
a nerve i.carest the brain and spinal cord b the part of a tooth, hair, the 
tongue, etc by which it is attached to the body 3a sthg that is an 
underlying cause or basis (e g of a condition or quality) b one or more 
progenitors of a group of descendants c the essential core, the heart d 
p/ a feeling of belonging established through close familianty or family ties 
with a particular place <the need for ^ s>< ^ s m Scotland) 4a a number 
which produces a given number when taken an indicated number of times 
as a factor <2 is a fourth — of l&} symbol b a number that reduces 

an equation to an identity when it is substituted for 1 vanable 5a the lower 
part; the base b the part by which an object is attached to or embedded 
m sthg else 6 the basis from which a word is derived 7 the tone from 
whose overtones a chord is composed, the lowest note of a chord in 
normal position (ME, fr OE rot, fr ON; akin to OE wyrt root, L radix, 
Gk rhiza] - rooted adj, rootednesi n, rooticu adj, rootlet n, rootlike adj, 
rooty adj 

’root vt 1 to give or enable to develop roots 2 to fix or implant (as lO by 
roots ~ VI 1 to grow roots or take root 2 to have an ongin or base 
’root VI 1 esp of a pig to dig with the snout 2 to poke or dig about in, search 
(unsystematically) for sthg [ME wroten, fr OE wrotan, akin to OHG 
ruozzan to root] 

^root vt, chiefly NAm to lend vociferous or enthusiastic support to sby or 
sthg - + for [perh alter, of rout (to bellow), fr ME rowten, fr ON rauta] 
- rooter n 

rootag# /'roohtij/ n a developed system of roots 

.root and liranch adv so as to leave no remnant; completely - 

root-aad-brueb adj 

'root .cap n a protective cap of cells that covers the growing point at the 
end of most root tips 

'root .crop n a crop (e g turnips or sugar beet) grown for its enlarged 
rooto 

rootia /Voohtl/ vi rootling /'roohtling, 'roohtl-ing/ Br ’root [freq of 
’foorj 

.root-.maan-'squara n the square root of the anthmetic mean of the 
squares of a set of numbers 

root out vr 1 to discover or cause to emerge by rooting 2 to get nd of 
or destroy completely 

'rootstock /-4tok/ o 1 an underground plant part formed from several 
stems 2 a stock for grafting consisting of (a piece oO root; broadly 
STOCK 2b, 4 


'ropa /rohp/ n la a strong thick cord composed of strands of fibres or wire 
twisted or braided together b a long slender strip of matenal (used) like 
rope c a hangman’s noose 2 a row or stnng consisting of things united 
(as lO by braiding, twining, or threading 3 pi special methods or 
procedures [ME, fr OE rap-, akin to OHG reifhoop] 

’rope vt la to bind, fasten, or tie with a rope b to enclose, separate, or 
divide by a rope c to connect (a party of climbers) with a rope 2 to enlist 
(sby reluctant) in a group or activity 3 NAm to lasso vi to put on a 
rope for climbing; also to climb down or up ~ roper n 
'rope, dancer /-.dahnsa/ n one who dances, walks, or performs acrobatic 
feats on a rope high in (he air - ropedancing n 
rope ladder n a ladder having rope sides and rope, wood, or metal 
rungs 

'rope, walk /-.wawk/ n a long covered area where ropes are made 
'rope.walker /-.wawka/ n an acrobat who walks along a rope high in 
the air 

'rope, way /-.way/ n an endless aenal cable moved by a stationary engine 
and used to transport goods (c g logs and ore) 

ropy, ropey /rchpi/ adj la capable of being drawn out into a thread b 
gelatinous or slimy from bacterial or fungal contamination < ^ milk) 
flour) 2 like rope in texture or appearance 3Br a of poor quality, shoddy 
b somewhat unwell USE (.?) infml ~ ropiness n 
Roquefort /'rok(3),faw, (Fr rnkfo r)/ trademark - used for a 
strong-flavoured crumbly French cheese with bluish green veins, made 
from the curds of ewes’ milk 

'roquet /rohki/ vt, of a croquet ball or the player who stnkes it to hit 
(another ball) [prob alter of croquet] 

’roquet n an act or instance of roqueting 

rorqual /'rawkwdl/ n any of a genus of large whalebone whales (e g a fin 
whale) having the skin of the throat marked with deep longitudinal 
furrows [F, fr Norw rprhval, fr ON reytharhvalr, fr rcythr rorqual ♦ 
hvalr whale] 

Rorschach /’raw.shahk/ adj of, used in connection with, or resulting 
from the Rorschach test 

'Rorschach ,test n a personality test based on the interpretation of sby’s 
reactions to a set of standard inkblot designs [Hermann Rorschach 1 1 922 
Swiss psychiatrist] 

rosaceous /roh'zayshas/ adj of or belonging to the rose family [denv 
of L row] 

rosanlline /roh'zanilien, -lin, -leen/ n 1 an organic chemical compound 
from which many dyes arc denved 2 fuchsine (L rosa rose ^ ISV 
* aniline] 

rosary /’rohz(3)n/ n a string of beads used in counting prayers [ML 
rosanum, fr L, rose garden, fr ncut of rosanus of roses, fr rosa rose] 
'rose /rohz/ past of rise 

’rose n I (the showy often double flower of) any of a genus of widely 
cultivated usu pnckly shrubs 2a cximpass card b (tbc form oO a gem, 
esp a diamond, with a flat base and tnangular facets nsing to a point c 
a perforated outlet for water (e g from a shower or watering can) d an 
electrical fitting that anchors the flex of a suspended light bulb to a ceiling 
3 a pale to dark pinkish colour [ME, fr OE, fr L rosa] - roselike adj 
’rose adj la of, containing, or used for roses b flavoured, sweetly scented, 
or coloured with or like roses 2 of the colour rose 
ros6 /roh'zay. '-/ n a light pink table wine made from red grapes by 
removing the skins after fermentation has begun [F. fr rose pink, fr OF, 
fr rose rose, fr L rosa] 

roseate /'rohzi at/ adj 1 resembling a rose, esp in colour 2 marked by 
unrealistic optimism [L roseus rosy, fr rosa] - KMeatcly adv 
.roseate 'tern n a graceful tern with a deeply forked tail 
rosebay willowherb /.rohzbay 'wiloh,huhb/ S a tall Eurasian and N 
American pcrenmal plant of the evening pnmrose family with long spikes 
of pinkish purple flowers 
rosebud /’rohz.bud/ n the bud of a rose 
'rose, bush /•,boosh/ n a shrubby rose plant 

'rose .chafer Ahayfa/ n a metallic green European beetle that feeds on 
(rose) leaves and flowers as an adult 

'rose-, coloured adj representing a person, situation, etc in an overopti- 
mistic light 

rosella /rok'zeb/ n 1 any of several bnghtly coloured parakeets 2 Austr 
a sheep that has shed most of its wool [irreg fr Rosehill, district of SE 
Austr^ia] 

rose mallow n 1 any of several hibiscuses with large rose-coloured 
flowers 2 a hollyhock 

rosemary /'rohznuri/ n a fragrant shrubby Eurasian plant used as a 
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cooking herb [MEro«k7nAn/ie, frLrosmAnnu^, frror-, ro^dew t mannus 
of the sea - more at m ah inf] 

roseola /roh'zee'sls/ n (German measles or a similar virus disease, esp 
of children, accompanied by) a rash of pink spots (NL. fr L roseus rosy, 
fr rosa rose] - roseolar adj 

rosette /roh'zet. rs-/ n 1 an ornament usu made of matenal gathered 
so as to resemble a rose and worn as a badge, trophy, or trimming 2 a 
stylized carved or moulded rose used as a decorative motif in architecture 
3 a rosette-shaped structure or mai king on an animal 4 a cluster of leaves 
in crowded circles or spirals (e g in the dandelion) [F, lit , small rose, fr 
OF, fr rose, fr L rosa] 

rose window n a circular window filled with tracery radiating from its 
centre architeciurf 

'rose, wood /-.wood/ n (any of various esp leguminous tropical trees 
yielding) a valuable dark red or purplish wood, streaked and vanegated 
with black 

Rosh Hashanah /.rosh ha'shahna, -'sha-/ n the Jewish New Year 
(LHeb rosh hashshanah, lit., beginning of the year] 

Rosicrucian /.rohzi'kroohsh(y)3n/ n an adherent or member of an 
organization held to denvc from a 17th- and I8th-c movement devoted 
to occult or csotenc wisdom [Chnstian Rosenkreutz (NL Rosa Crucis) 
reputed 1 5th-c founder of the movement] - Rosicrucianism n 
Vosin /'rozin/ n a translucent resm that is the residue from the distillation 
of turpentine and is used esp in making varnish and soldenng flux and 
for rubbing on violin bows [ME, modif of MF rcsine resin] 

'rosin \t to rub or treat (e g the bow of a violin) with rosin 
rostellum /ro'stelom/ n a small beaklike body part, a small rostrum 
[NL, fr L. dim of rostrum beak] - rostellar adj 
roster /'rosta/ n I a list or register giving the order in which personnel 
arc to perform a Jut>. g.o «m teave, etc 2 an itemized list [D rooster, lit . 
gndiron, fr the parallel lines] 

rostrum /'rostram/ n, pi rostrums, rostra /'rostra/ la a stage for public 
speaking b a raised platform (on a stage) 2 a body part (e g an insect’s 
snout or beak) shaped like a bird’s bill [L, beak, ship’s beak, fr rodere to 
gnaw - more at ra i, ( 1) L Rostra (pi), a stage in Rome ornamented with 
prows of captured ships] - rostral adj 

rosy /'rohzi/ adj la rosf 2 b having a rosy complexion - often in 
combination (rosy -cheeked youngsters^ 2 characterized by or encourag- 
ing optimism - rosily adv, rosiness n 
Vot /rot/ vb -tt- V/ la to undergo decomposition, esp from the action of 
bactena or fungi - often + down b to become unsound or weak (e g from 
chemical or water action) 2a to go to rum b to become morally corrupt 
yt to cause to decompose or deteriorate [ME roten, fr OE rotian, akin 
to OHG rozzen to rot, I, rudus rubble - more at rudf] 

'rot n 1 (sthg) rotting or being rotten, decay 2 any of several plant or 
animal diseases, esp of sheep, with breakdown and death of tissues 3 
nonsense, rubbish - often used interjectionally 
rota /rohla/ n. chiefly Br 1 a list specifying a fixed order of rotation (e g 
of people or duties) 2 an ordered succession [L, wheel - more at 

ROl 1 1 

Rotarian /roh'tean an/ n a member of a Rotary Club 
Votary /'roht(3)n/ adj la turning on an axis like a wheel b proceeding 
about an axis < - motion' • 2 having a principal pan that turns on an axis 
3 charactenzed by rotation 4 of or being a pnnting press using a rotating 
curved pnnting surface [ML rotanus, fr L rota wheel] 

'rotary n 1 a rotary machine 2 NAm a roundabout 
'Rotary .Club n an organization of business and professional men 
devoted to serving the community and advancing world peace 
.rotary 'cultivator n a machine with rapidly revolving blades or claws 
for tilling or breaking up the soil 

Votate /'rohtayt/ adj, of a Bower with petals or sepals radiating like the 
spokes of a wheel [L rota] 

'rotate /roh’tayt/ vi 1 to turn about an axis or a centre; revolve 2a to 
take turns at performing an act or operation b to perform an ordered 
senes of actions or functions ~ vf 1 to cause to turn about an axis or 
centre 2 to order in a recumng sequence [L rotatus, pp of rotare, fr rota 
wheel - more at roi l] - rotatable adj, rotative /'rohtjiiv/ adj, rotatory 
/’rohtat(a)n. roh'tayt(3)ri/ adj 

rotation /roh'taysh(a)n/ n la(l) a rotating or being rotated (as lO on an 
axis or centre (2) the act or an instance of rotating sthg b one complete 
turn; the angular displacement required to return a routing body or figure 
to Its onginal onentation 2a recurrence in a regular senes b the growing 
of different crops in succession in 1 field, usu in a regular sequence 3 the 
turning of a limb about its long axis - routional adj 
rote /roht/ n the mechanical use of the memory [ME] 


rotgut /'rol.gut/ n spints of low quality - infml 
roti /'rohti/ n, pi roll a flat cake of unleavened bread [Hindi] 
rotifer /'rohtifa/ n any of a class or phylum of minute aquatic invert- 
ebrate animals with circles of cilia at the front that look like rapidly 
revolving wheels [denv of L rota f -fer] 

rotiseerie /roh'tisan, -'tee-/ n I a restaurant specializing in roast and 
barbecued meats 2 an appliance fitted with a spit on which food is cooked 
[F rdtissene, fr MF rostissene, fr rostir to roast - more at roast] 
rotor /'rohta/ /i 1 a part that revolves in a machine; esp the routing 
member of an electneal machine 2 a complete system of more or less 
honzontal blades that supplies (nearly) all the force supporting an aircraft 
(e g a helicopter) m flight [contr of rotator, fr ^rotate ♦ '-or] 
rotovator /'rohts.vayta/ n roi ary culiivator [alter, of rotavator, fr 
rotary cultiva/or] - rotovate /-.vayt/ vb 

rotten /'rot(3)n/ adj 1 having rotted, putrid 2 morally or politically 
corrupt 3 extremely unpleasant or infenor 4 marked by illness, discom- 
fort, or unsoundness USE (J, 4) infml (ME roten, fr ON rotinn; akin to 
OE rotian to rot] - rottenly adv, rottenness n 

rotten borough n an election distnci with very few voters - used esp 
of certain English constituencies before 1832 

'rotten, stone /-.stohn/ n a much weathered limestone rich in silica, used 
for polishing 

rotter /’rota/ n a thoroughly objectionable person - often humor 
rotund /roh’tund/ adj 1 rounded 2 high-flown or sonorous 3 markedly 
plump [L rotundus - more at round] - rotundity /-dMi/ n, rotundly adv, 
rotundness n 

rotunda /roh'tunda/ n a round building, esp one covered by a dome [It 
roionda, fr L rotunda, fern of rotundus] 

roturier /roh'tyooin,ay/ n a^ member of the common people [MF] 
rouble, ruble /'roohbl/ n -iT Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at 
NAiioNAi in' [Russ rubl"] 

rou6 /'rooh ay/ n a debauched man, esp one past his pnme [F, lit , broken 
on the wheel, fr pp of rouer to break on the wheel, fr ML rotare, fr L, 
to rotate, fr an implication that such a person deserves this punish- 
ment] 

Vouge /roohzh/ n t a red cosmetic, esp for the cheeks 2 feme oxide as 
a red powder, used as a pigment and in polishing glass, metal, or gems 
[F, fr MF, fr rouge red, fr L rubeus reddish - more at rl'hv] 

'rouge vt to apply rouge to 

Vough /ruf/ adj 1 having an irregular or uneven surface eg a not smooth 
b covered with or made up of coarse hair c covered with boulders, bushes, 
etc 2a turbulent, stormy b(l) harsh, violent (2) requinng strenuous 
eflbn (had ^ ^ day'} (3) unfortunate and hard to bear - often + on (it’s 
rather or wife} 3 coarse or rugged in character or appearance e g 
a harsh to th. ( ar b crude in style or expression c ill-mannered, uncouth 
4a crude, unfinished b executed hastily or approximately (a draft} 5 
Br poorly or exhausted, esp through lack of sleep or heavy drinking - 
infml [\i£, fr OE ruh, akin to L ruga wnnkle, Gk oryssein to dig, ON 
rogg tuft - more at rug] - roughisb adj, roughness n 
'rough n I uneven ground covered with high grass, brush, and stones, 
specif such ground bordenng a golf fairway 2 the rugged or disagreeable 
side or aspect 3a sthg, esp written or illustrated, in a crude or preliminary 
state b broad outline c a quick preliminary drawing or layout 4 a 
hooligan, ruITidn 

'rough adv, chieBy Br in want of material comforts, without proper 
lodging - esp in live/sleep rough 

'rough w n. roughen - rough it to live in uncomfortable or primitive 
conditions 

roughage /rufij/ n roarse bulky food (e g bran) that is relatively high 
in fibre and low in digestible nutrients and that by its bulk stimulates 
intestinal penslalsis 

.rough-and-ready adj crudely or hastily constructed or conceived, 
makeshift 

, rough-and-tumble n disorderly unrestrained fighting or struggling - 
rough-and-tumble adj 

'roughcast /'ruf.kahst/ n a plaster of lime mixed with shells or pebbles 
used for covenng buildings 
'roughcast vt roughcast to plaster with roughcast 
.rough 'diamond n sby without social graces but of an upnght or 
amiable nature 

.rough-'dry vt to dry (laundry) without ironing or pressing - rough-dry 
adj 

roughen /'ruf[a)n/ vb to make or become (more) rough 
,rough-'hew vt rough-hewn 1 to hew (eg timber) coarsely without 
smoothing or finishing 2 to form crudely 
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.rough-'hewn adj 1 in a rough or unfinished slate 2 lacking refine- 
men I 

roughhouse /'rur.hows/ n an instance of brawling or excessively bois- 
terous play - tnfml - roughhouse vi 

roughly /^rufli/ adv la with insolence or violence b in pnmitive fashion, 
crudely 2 without claim to completeness or exactness ['roligh 
+ *-ly] 

roughneck Aufnek/ n 1 a worker who handles the heavy drilling 
equipment of an oil rig 2 NAm a ruffian, tough 
rough out vt 1 to shape or plan in a preliminary way 2 to outline 
roughshod /*ruf,shod, adv forcefully and without justice or con- 
sideration 

rough shooting n the sport of shooting game (e g pigeons or rabbits) 
on unprepared ground with no beaters 
'rough .stuff n violent behaviour, violence - infml 
rough up vt to beat up - infml 

roulade /.rooh'lahd/ n an elaborate vocal embellishment sung to 1 
syllable [F, lit , act of rolling] 

Vouleau /'rooh.loh/ n, pi rouleaux /"roohilohCz)/ 1 a little roM; csp a roll 
of coins in paper 2 a decorative piping or rolled slnp used esp as a 
tnmming [1^ 

‘rouleau adj made from or provided with a rouleau 
roulette /rooh'let, too -/ n 1 a gambling game in which players bet on 
which compartment of a revolving wheel a small ball will come to rest in 
2 any of various toothed wheels or discs (e g for producing rows of dots 
on engraved plates or for perforating paper) [F, lit , small wheel, fr OF 
roeJete, dim. of roclc small wheel, fr LL rotdia, dim of L rota wheel 
more at roli ] 

Roumanian /roo'maynyan, roh-, ra-, -m an/ n oradj (a) Romanian 
Vound /rownd/ adj lad) having every part of the surface or circumfer- 
ence equidistant from the centre (2) cylindncal <a peg} b approxi- 
mately round <a /ace) 2 well filled out, plump <-v c/ieeAs> 3a 
complete, full <a ~ dozen) b approximately correct, csp exact only to 
a specific decimal c substantial in amount <a good ^ ^umy 4 direct in 
expression <a oathy 5a moving in or forming a nng or circle b 
following a roughly circular route (a ~ tour of the Cotswolds} 6 
presented with lifelike fullness 7a having full resonance or tone b 
pronounced with rounded lips, labialized 8 of handwriting not angular, 
curved [ME, fr OF roont, fr L rotundas, akin to L rota wheel - more at 
roll] - roandness n 

‘round adv la in a circular or curved path b with revolving or rotating 
motion (^wheels go cm circumference (a tree f feet ^ ) dm, along, 
or through a circuitous or indirect route <//ie road goes ^ by the Jakey 
e m an encircling position <a field with a fence all ^ ) 2a m close from 
all sides so as to surround <//ie children crowded ^^ ) b near, about c here 
and there in vanous places 3a tn rotation or recurrence (your birthday 
will soon be ^ agamy b from beginning to end, through (all the year ^ ) 
c(l) m or to the other or a specified direction (turn ^ > (talk her - > (2) 
TO 4 (3) m the specified order or relationship (£ot the story the wrong 
way ^y A about, approximately /9/X7) 5 to a particular person or 
place (invite them for drinksy - round about 1 approximately; morl 
OR LF5S 2 m a nng round; on all sides of 
‘round prep la so as to revolve or progress about (a centre) b so as to 
encircle or enclose (seated ^ the tabley c so as to avoid or get past, 
beyond the obstacle of (got his objectionsy (lives just ^ the comery 
d near to; about 2a m all directions outwards from (looked ^ hery b 
here and there m or throughout (travel ^ Europey 3 so as to have a 
centre or basis m (a movement organized the idea of service} 4 
continuously during; throughout 

*round n la sthg round (e g a circle, curve, or nng) b a circle of people 
or things 2 a musical canon sung m unison m which each part is 
continuously repeated 3 a rung of a ladder or chair 4a a circling or 
circuitous path or course b motion m a circle or a curving path 5a a route 
or assigned temtory habitually traversed (e g by a milkman or policeman) 
b a series of visits made by (1) a general practitioner to patients in their 
homes (2) a hospital doctor to the patients under his/her care c a senes 
of customary social calls (doing the of her fnendsy 6 a set of usu 
alcoholic drinks served at 1 time to each person in a group 7 a recurnng 
sequence of actions or events (a ^ of taJksy 8 a period of time that recurs 
in fixed succession (the daily ~ ) 9 a unit of ammunition consisting of 
the parts necessary to fire 1 shot lOa any of a senes of units of action in 
a game or sport (eg covering a prescribed time) b a division of a 
tournament in which each contesunt plays 1 other 11a prolonged burst 
^ of applause) 12a a cut of beef between the rump and the lower leg 
MEAT b a single slice of bread or toast; also a sandwich made with 


2 whole slices of bread 13 a rounded or curved part USE (5b, c) usu pi 
with sing meaning - in the round 1 m full sculptured form unattached 
to a background 2 with a centre stage surrounded by an audience 
(theatre in the round) 

‘round vt la to make round or rounded b(l) to make (the lips) round and 
protruded (2) to produce (eg the vowel /ooh/) with rounded lips, 
labialize 2 to go round (e g a bend, comer) (the ship ^ed the headlandy 

3 to encircle, encompass 4 to bnng to completion or perfection - often 
• off or out 5 to express as a round number - often + off, up, or down 
(1 1 J572 ^ ed off to J det imal places becomes 1 1 357y vi la to become 
round, plump, or sm(X)th in outline b to reach fullness or completion - 
usu ♦ off or out 2 to follow a winding or circular course <-• ing /n/o /he 
home stretchy - round on to turn against and attack, esp to suddenly 
scold 

Voundabout /'rownda.bowt/ n, Br la merry-go-round, also a rotatable 
platform that is an amusement in a children's playground 2 a road 
junction formed round a central island about which traffic moves in 1 
direction only, also a paved or planted circle in the middle of this 
‘roundabout adj circuitous, indirect - roundaboutness n 
round bracket n, chiefly Br parfnthfsis lb 
'round .dance n 1 a folk dance in which participants form a ring 2 a 
ballroom dance in which couples progress round the room 
rounded Aowndid/ adj 1 made round, smoothly curveti 2 fully devel- 
oped. mature - roundedness n 

roundel /'rowndl/ /i 1 a round figure or object c g a a circular panel, 
window, etc b a circular mark identifying the nationality of an aircraft, 
esp a warplane 2 (an English modification of) the rondeau [ME, fr OF 
rondel, fr roont round more at roi nis] 
roundelay /'rowndi.lay/ n 1 a simple song with a refrain 2 a poem with 
a refrain recurnng frequently or at fixed intervals [modif of MF rondelct, 
dim of rondeI\ 

rounder /'rownda/ n 1 pi but sing in constr a game with bat and ball 
that resembles baseball 2 a boxing or wrestling match lasting a specified 
number of rounds <'a //)-rounder> [*’ 'round » -ik] 

Roundhead /'rownd, hed/ n an adherent of Farliament in its contest 
with Charles I [fr the short-cropped hair of some of the Parliamcn- 
- tanans] 

roundheaded /.rownd'hedid/ adj brachycepkglic 
roundhouse /'rownd.hows/ /i 1 a cabin or apartment on the after part 
of a quarterdeck 2 chiefly NAm a circular building for housing and 
repainng locomotives 

roundly /’rowndli/ adv 1 in a round or circular form or manner 2 in 
a blunt or severe manner rebuked himy 

.round 'robin n 1 a written petition or protest, esp one on which the 
signatures are arranged in a circle so that no name heads the list 2 a 
tournament in which every contestant plays every other contestant in turn 
[prob fr the name Robin] 

.round-'shouldered adj having stooping or rounded shoulders 
roundsman /’rowndzman/ n sby (c g a milkman) who lakes, orders, 
sells, or delivers goods on an assigned route 
.round 'table n a meeting or conference of several people on equal terms 

- round-table adj 

.round'the-'clock adj lasting or continuing 24 hours a day; constant 
.round 'trip n a Inp to a place and back, usu over the same route 
'roundup /-,up/ n la the collecting in of cattle by riding round them and 
dnving them b a gathering in of scattered people or things 2 a summary 
of information (e g from news bulletins) 

round up vt I to collect (cattle) by a roundup 2 to gather in or bnng 
together from vanous quarters 
'roundworm /-.wuhrn/ n a nematode 

roup /roohp/ n a virus disease of poultry in which soft whitish lesions 
form on the mouth, throat, and eyes [ongin unknown] 
rouse /rowz/ vi 1 to become aroused 2 to bacome stirred '*'Vt 1 to stir 
up; provoke 2 to arouse from sleep or apathy [ME rousen] 
rousing /'rowzing/ adj giving rise to enthudasm; stimng 
rouetajbout Aow$t3,bowt/n, 1 a deck hand or docker 2 an unskilled 
or semiskilled labourer, esp m an oil field or refinery [roust (to rouse 
roughly!), alter, of rouse] 

Vout /rowt/ n 1 a disorderly crowd of people; a mob 2 archaic a 
fashionable social gathenng [ME route, fr MF, troop, defeat, fr 
(assumed) VL nipta, fr L, fern of ruptus, pp of rumpere to break - more 
at bereave] 

‘rout VI 'root 1 ^vt io gouge out or make a furrow in [alter of 
Yiwf] 
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*rout I] 1 a state of wild confusion, specify confused retreat; headlong 
flight 2 a disastrous defeat [MF route troop, defeat] 

Vout vt 1 to disorganize completely, wreak havoc among 2 to put to 
headlong flight 3 to defeat decisively or disastrously 
'route /rooht/ n la a regularly travelled way (.the trunk norths b a 
means of access 2 a line of travel 3 an itinerary [MR, fr OF. fr (assumed) 
VL rupta {via), lit , broken way, fr L rupta, fern of ruptus, pp] 

^route vt 1 to send by a selected route; direct 2 to divert in a specified 
direction 

'route, man /-.man/ n. NAm a roundsman 

'route .march n a usu long and tmng march, esp as military training 
'routine /rooh'teen/ /i la a regular course of procedure b habitual or 
mechanical performance of an established procedure 2 a fixed piece of 
entertainment often repealed (a dance 3 a particular sequence of 
computer instructions for carrying out a given task [F, fr MF, fr route 
travelled way] 

’routine adj 1 commonplace or repetitious in character 2 of or in 
accordance with established priKcdure - routinely adv 
rout out /rowt/ vt Rcxn out 

roux /rooh/ n. pi roux /rooh(z)/ a cooked mixture of fat and flour used 
as a thickening agent in a sauce [F, fr (beurre) roux browned (but- 
ter)] 

'rove /rohv/ vb to wander aimlessly or idly (through or over) [ME raven 
to shoot at rovers (random targets in archery)] 

’rove past of ri Fvr 

’rove vt to join (textile fibres) with a slight twist and draw out into roving 
[ongin unknown] 

*rove n roving 

'rove .beetle n an? f numerous often predatory long-bodied beetles 
[perh fr 'rave] 

'rover /'rohva/ n a pirate [MR. fr MD. fr raven to rob. akin to OR reafian 
to plunder] 

’rover n a wanderer [ME, random target in archery, wanderer, fr roven 
to shwt at random, wander] 

'roving /"robving/ adj 1 not restnclcd as to location or area of concern 
2 inclined to ramble or stray <a ^ fancy^ ['rove) 

’roving n a slightly twisted roll or strand of textile fibres [ rove] 
.roving 'eye n promiscuous sexual interests [’roving] 

'row /roh/ vi 1 to propel u boat by means of oars 2 to move (as lO by 
the propulsion of oars vt la to propel (as if) with oars b to compete 
against in rowing 2 to transport in a boat propelled by oars 3 to occupy 
a specified position in a rowing crew [MR rowen, fr OR rowan, akin to 
MHG ruejen to row, L remus oai] - rower n 
’row /roh/ n an act of rowing a boat 

’row /roh/ n 1 a number of objects arranged in a (straight) line, also the 
line along which such objects are arranged 2 a way, street [MF rawe, 
akin to OE rxw row, OHG nga line, E nma slit] in a row one after 
another, successively 

*row /row/ n I a noisy quarrel or stormy dispute 2 excessive or 
unpleasant noise [origin unknown] 

•row /row/ vi to engage in quarrelling 

rowan /'roh-an/ n (the red berry oQ a ^niall Eurasian tree of the rose 
family that bears flat clusters of white flowers [of Scand ongin, akin to 
ON reynir rowan, akin to OE read red - more at rid] 
rowboat /'roh.boht/ n rowing boat 

rowdy /"rowdi/ n or adj (sby) coarse or boisterous [perh irreg fr Vow] 
~ rowdily adi . rowdiness n, rowdyism n 

rowel /'rowal/ n a revolving disc with sharp marginal points ai the end 
of a spur [ME rowelle, fr MF rouelle small wheel, fr OF roele - more 
at rouifite] 

'rowing .boat /'roh-mg/ n, Br a small boat designed to be rowed 
rowlock /'robk, also (not tech) 'roh.lok/ n. chiefly Br a device for 
holding an oar in place and providing a fulcrum for its action [prob alter 
•of oarlock] 

'royal /'roy(3)l/ adj la of monarchical ancestry (the -- family) b of the 
crown (the ^ estates) c in the crown's service <,Royal Air Force) 1 
suitable for royalty; regal, magnificent 3 of supenor size, magnitude, or 
quality 4 of or being a part of the ngglng of a sailing ship next above the 
topgallant (ME roial, fr MF, fr L regahs, fr reg-, rex king; akin to OIr 
ri (gen rig) king, Skt rajan, L regere to rule - more at 'right] - royally 
adv 

’royal n 1 a stag of 8 years or more having antlers with at least 12 points 
2 a royal sail or mast 3 a size of paper usu 25 x 20in (635 X 508mm) 
4 sby of royal blood - infml 


.Royal As'sent the formal ratification of a parliamentarv bill by a 
British sovereign i aw 
.royal 'blue adj or n nch purplish blue 

.Royal Com'misaion n a committee of inquiry appointed by the 
Crown 

.royal 'flush n a straight flush havmg an ace as the highest card 
royalist /'royalist/ n, often cap a supporter of a king or of monarchical 
government (e g a Cavalier) - royalism n, royalist adj 
.royal 'jelly n a highly nutritious secretion of the honeybee that is fed to 
the very young larvae and to all larvae that will develop into queens 
.royal pre'rogative n the constitutional rights of the monarch 
royal road n the most direct way to a condition or object of study 
royalty /'royalti/ n la royal sovereignty b a monetary benefit received 
by a sovereign (e g a percentage of minerals) 2 regal character or beanng 
3a people ol royal blood b a privileged class of a specified type 4 a right 
of jurisdiction granted by a sovereign 5a a share of the product or profit 
reserved by one who grants esp an oil or mining lease b a payment made 
to an author, compt^scr, or inventor for each copy or example of his/her 
work sold [ME roialte, fr MF roialte, fr OF, fr roial] 
rozzer /'row/ n, Br a policeman - slang [ongin unknown] 

-rrhagia /-‘ravj(y)a/ comb form (- n) abnormal or excessive discharge 
or flow / menorrhagia) (NL, fr Gk. fr rhegnynai to break, burst, akin to 
OSlav rezati to cut] 

-rrhiza /-‘nez;>/ - see -rhiza 

-rrhoea, chiefly NAm -rrbea /-'na/ comb form ( -* n) flow, discharge 
<yewcorrhoca) [ME -na, fr LE -rrhoea, fr Gk -rrhoia, fr rhoia, fr rhein 
to flow - more at stream] 

'rub /rub/ vb -bb* vi to move along a surface with pressure and friction 
^vt 1 to subject to pressure and fnciion, esp with a back-and-forth 
motion 2a to cause (a body) to move with pressure and fnction along a 
surface b to treat in any of vanous ways by rubbing 3 to bnng into 
reciprocal back-and-forth or rotary contact [ME rubben, akin to Icel 
rtibha to scrape] - rub shoulders to associate closely, mingle socially > mb 
the wrong way to arouse the antagonism or displeasure of, irritate 
’rub n la an obstacle, difficulty - usu » the b sthg grating to the feelings 
(e g a gibe or harsh cnticism) 2 the application of fnction and press- 
ure 

rub along vi I to continue coping m a trying situation 2 to remain on 
friendly terms 

rubato /rooh'bahtoh/ n, p/rubatos expressive fluctuation of speed within 
a musical phrase [It, pp of rubare to rob, of Gmc ongin] 

'rubber Auba/ n la an instrument or object used in rubbing, polishing, 
or cleaning h Br a small piece of rubber or plastic used for rubbing out 
esp pencil mo'ks on papei, card, etc 2 (any of vanous synthetic sub- 
stances like) .;n elastic substance obtained by coagulating the milky juice 
of the rubber tree or other plant that is essentially a polymer of isoprcne 
and IS used, esp when toughened b> chemical treatment, in car tyres, 
waterproof matenals, etc 3 sthg like or made of rubber e g a NAm a 
galosh b NAm a condom ['rub ’-er, (2) fr its use in erasers] - rubber 
adj, mbbery adj 

’rubber n a contest consisting of an odd number of games won by the side 
that takes a majonty [ongin unknown] 

.rubber 'band n a continuous band of rubber used for holding small 
objects together 

rubber ize, -i$e /'rubanez/ \ t to coat or impregnate with (a solution oO 
rubber 

'rubberneck /'rubd.nek/ also rubbemecker /-.neka/ n. NAm 1 an 
ovennquisitive person 2 a tourist, sightseer; esp one on a guided tour 
USE derog 

’rubberneck vi, NAm 1 to show exaggerated cunosity - infml 2 to 
engage in sightseeing ~ derog 

'rubber .plant n a tall Asian tree of the fig family frequently dwarfed 
and grown as an ornamental plant 

.rubber-'stamp vt 1 to impnnt with a rubber stamp 2 to approve, 
endorse, or dispose of as a matter of routine or at the dictate of 
another 

.rubber 'stamp n 1 a stamp of rubber for making impnnts 2 sby who 
unthinkingly assents to the actions or policies of others 3 a routine 
endorsement or approval 

'rubber .tree n a S Amencan tree of the spurge family that is cultivated 
in plantations and is the chief source of rubber 
rubbing /'rubing/ n an image of a raised surface obtained by placing 
paper over it and rubbing the paper with charcoal, chalk, etc (a 
brass 

'rubbish /'rubish/ n t worthless or rejected articles, trash 2 sthg 
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worthless; nonsense la, b > often used interjectionaily [ME robys] - 
rubbishy adj 

’rubbish vt 1 to condemn as rubbish 2 to litter with rubbish 
rubble /'mbl/ n 1 broken fragments of building matenal (e g bnck, stone, 
etc) 2 rough broken stones or bncks used in coarse masonry or in filling 
courses of walls 3 rough stone from the quarry [ME robyl] 
rubdown /'mb, down/ n a brisk rubbing of the body 
rubefacient /,roohbi'faysh(y)dnt/ n a substance for external application 
that produces redness of the skin [L rubefacient-, rubefaciens, prp of 
rubefacere to make red, fr rubeus reddish facere to make - more at 
RUBY, do] - rubefacient adj 

rubella /rooh'bela/ n german measles [NL. fr L. fern of rubeUus 
reddish, fr ruber red - more at red] 

rubellite /’roohba.liet/ n a pmk-red tourmaline used as a gem [L 
rubellus] 

rubeola /rooh'bee-ab/ n measles [NL. fr neut pi of (assumed) NL 
rubeolus reddish, fr L rubeus - more at ruby] 

Rubicon /*roohbik3n/ n a bounding or limiting line, esp one that when 
crossed commits sby irrevocably [L Rubicon-, Rubico, nver »>f N Italy, 
forming part of the boundary between Cisalpine Gaul and Italy, whose 
crossing by Julius Caesar in 49 bc began a civil war] 
rubicund /'roohbikand/ adj mddy [L rubicundus, fr rubere to be red, 
akin to L rubeus] - rubicundity /-'kundati/ n 

rubidium /rooh'bidi-am/ n a sof) metallic element of the alkali metal 
group PERIODIC TABLE [NL, fr L tvbidus red. fr rubere] 
rubiginous /rooh'bijinas/ adj rust-coloured [L robiginosus, rubiginosus 
msty, fr robigtn-, robigo rust; akin to L rubere] 

Rubik's Cuba, Rubik cube /'roohbik/ n a puzzle consisting of a usu 
plastic cube having each face divided into nine small coloured or distinc- 
tively marked square segments and rotatable about a central square, that 
must be restored to an initial condition in which each face shows nine 
identical squares [Emo Rubik b 1944 Hung designer] 
rub in vt to harp on (e g sthg unpleasant or embarrassing) 
ruble /'roohbl/ n a rouble 

rub off vi 1 to disappear as the result of rubbing 2 to exert an influence 
through contact or example 

rub out vr 1 to remove (e g pencil marks) with a mbber; broadly to 
obliterate 2 chiefly NAm to kill, murder - slang 
rubric /’roohbnk/ n 1 a heading (e g in a book or manuscript) wntten 
or pnnted in a distinctive colour (e g red) or style 2a a heading under 
which sthg is classed b an aulhontative rule, esp a rule for the conduct 
of church ceremonial c an explanatory or introductory commentary [ME 
rubnke red ochre, heading in red letters of part of a book, fr MF rubnque, 
fr L rubnea, fr rubr-, ruber red] - rubric, rubrical adj 
rubricate /’roohbn.kayt/ vt to wnte or pnnt as a rubne - rubricator n, 
mbricatfon /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 
rub up vt to revive or refresh knowledge of; revise 
Vuby /roohbl/ n 1 a red corundum used as a gem 2a the dark red colour 
of the ruby b sthg like a ruby in colour [ME, fr MF rubis, rubi, irreg fr 
L rubeus reddish; akin to L ruber red - more at red] 

’ruby adj of or marking a 40th anniversary weddmgj 
ruche /roohsh/, ruebing /roohshing/ n a pleated or gathered stnp of 
fabne used for trimming [F ruche, fr ML rusca bark of a tree, of Celt 
origin] - nicbed adj 

’ruck /ruk/ /i la an indistinguishable mass b the usual run of people or 
things 2 a situation in Rugby Union in which 1 or more players from each 
team close round the ball when it is on the ground and try to kick the ball 
out to their own team - compare maul 1 [ME ruke pile of combustible 
material, of Scand origin; akin to ON hraukr nek - more at 'rick] 
’ruck vb to wrinkle, crease - often + up [ruck, n (wnnkle), of Scand origin; 
akin to ON hrukka wnnkle] 

rucksack /ruk^ak/ n a lightweight bag earned on the back and fastened 
by straps over the shoulders, used esp by walkers and climbers [G, fr 
rucken (alter, of rucken back) sack bag] 

ruckus /nikas/ n, chtefly NAm a row or disturbance - infml [prob blend 
of ruction and rumpus] 

ruction /ruksh(a)n/ n 1 a violent dispute 2 a disturbance, uproar USE 
infml [perh by shortening & alter, fr insurrection] 
rudbackia /rud'bekiv i? any of a genus of N American composite plants 
with showy yellow flower heads [NL, genus name, fr Olof Rudbeck f 1 702 
Sw scientist] 

rudd /rud/ n a freshwater European fish of the carp family resembling 
the roach [prob fr rud (redness, red ochre), fr ME rude, fr OE rudu - 
more at ruddy] 

ruddar /nxb/ n 1 a flat piece or structure of wood or metal hinged 


vertically to a ship’s stem for changing course with 2 a movable auxiliary 
aerofoil, usu attached to the fin, that serves to control direction of flight 
of an aircraft in the horizontal plane flight [ME rather, fr OE 
rother paddle, akin to OE rowan to row] - rudderless adj 
ruddock /nidak/ n robin 1 [ME ruddok, fr OE rudduc\ akin to OE 
rudu] 

ruddy /rudi/ adj 1 having a healthy reddish colour 2 red, reddish 3 fir 
BLCKiDY 4 - euph [ME rud/. fr OE rudig, fr rudu redness; akin to OE read 
red - more at red] - ruddily /rudali/ adv, ruddiness n 
rude /roohd/ adj la in a rough or unfinished state b pnmitive, undevel- 
oped c simple, elemental 2 lacking refinement or propnety: eg a 
discourteous b vulgar, indecent c uncivilized d ignorant, unlearned 3 
showing or suggesting lack of training or skill 4 robust, vigorous - esp 
in rude health 5 sudden and unpleasant, abrupt <a ^ awakeningj [ME, 
fr MF, fr L rudts, akin to L nidus rubble, ruere to fall - more at rug] 
- rudely adv, rudeness n, rudery /roohd(3)n/ n 
rudiment /roohdimant/ n 1 a basic principle or element or a fundamen- 
tal skill 2a sthg as yet unformed or undeveloped b(l) a deficiently 
developed body part or organ, vestigl 2 (2) a pnmordium USE usu pi 
with sing, meaning [L rudimentiim beginning, fr rudis raw, rude] ~ 
rudimental /-'mentl/ adj 

rudimentary /,roohdi'ment(3)n/ adj 1 basic, fundamental 2 of a 
primitive kind, crude 3 very poorly developed or represented only by a 
vestige </he tail of a hyraxj - rudimentarily adv 
’rue /rooh/ vt to feel penitence or bitter regret for [ME ruen, fr OF. 

hreowan, akin to OHG hnuwan to regret] 

’rue n a strong-scented woody plant with bitter leaves formerly used in 
medicine [ME, fr MF, fr L ruta, fr Gk rhyte] 
rueful /roohllfa)!/ adj 1 arousing pity or compassion 2 mournful, 
regretful, also feigning sorrow - ruefully adv, ruefulness n 
rufescent /rooh‘fes(a)ni/ adj reddish [L rufescent-, rufescens, prp of 
rufescerc to become reddish, fr rufus red - more at rlo] 

Vuff, ruffe /ruf/ n a small freshwater European perch [ME ruf] 

’ruff n la broad starchy collar of fluted imen or muslin worn in the late 
16th and early 1 7lh c ^ g armi ni 2 a fnnge or fnll of long hairs or 
feathers growing round the neck 3 fern reeve a Eurasian sandpiper the 
male of which has a large ruff of ereclable feathers dunng the breeding 
season [prob back-formation fr ruWe] - ruffed adj 
’ruff vt TRUMP 1 [ruff, n (former card-game, kind ofirump), fr MF roffle, 
ronflc] - ruff n 

ruffian /rufi-an/ n a brutal and lawless person [MF rufian] - nifflanism 
* n, ruffianly adj 

’ruffle /rufl/ vb ruffling Aufling, 'rufl ing/ vt la to disturb the smooth- 
ness of b to trouble, vex <-d his composure} 2 to erect (c g feathers) 
(as lO in a rufT 3 to make into a ruffle vi to become ruffled [ME 
ruffelen, akin to LG ruffelen to crumple] 

’ruffle n \ a disturbance of surface evenness (e g a npple or crumple) 2a 
a strip of fabric gathered or pleated on 1 edge b ^ruff 2 
rufous /roohfas/ adj, esp of an animal reddish brown [L rufus red - 
more at rfd] 

rug /rug/ n \ a heavy mat, usu smaller than a carpet and with a thick 
pile, which IS used as a floor covenng 2a a woollen blanket, often with 
fnnges on 2 opposite edges, used as a wrap esp when travelling b a blanket 
for an animal (e g a horse) [(assumed) ME. rag, tuft, of Scand ongin, akin 
to ON rdgg tuft, akin to L ruere to rush, fall, dig up. Skt ravate he 
breaks up] 

rugby /rugbi/ n, often cap a football game that is played with an oval 
football, that features kicking, lateral hand-to-hand passing, and tackling, 
and in which forward passing is prohibited sport [Rugby School, 
in Warwickshire, England] 

.Rugby 'League n the 1 of the 2 forms of rugby that is played by teams 
of 13 players each, features a 6-man scrum, and fiermits professionals to 
play 

.Rugby 'Union n the I of the 2 forms of rugby that is played by teams 
of IS players each, features an S-man scrum, and is restricted to ama- 
teurs 

rugged /rugid/ adj 1 having a rough uneven surface or outline 
mountaittSy^ 2 seamed with wnnkles and furrows <a face} 3 austere, 
stem; also uncompromising individualism} 4a strongly built or 
constituted; .%turdy b presenting a severe test of ability or stamina [ME, 
fr (assumed) ME rug] - ruggedly adv, ruggednen n 
rugger /ruga/ n, Br rugby - infml [by alter.] 
rugose /rooh.gohs/ adj wnnkled, ndged leaves} [L rugosus, fr ruga 
wrinkle - more at rough] > nigosely adv, nigoilty /rooh'gosati/ n 
’ruin /rooh-in/ n 1 physical, moral, economic, or social collapse 2a the 
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state of being wrecked or decayed <//ie city lay //i ^ s> b the remains of 
sthg destroyed - usu pi with sing, meaning 3 (a cause oO destruction or 
downfall (^whisky was his - of modem drama - T S Eliot) 4 

a ruined person or structure [ME ruine, fr MF. fr L ruina, akin to L mere 
to fall - more at rug] - ruination /''naysh(a)n/ n 
‘ruin vt 1 to reduce to rums 2a to damage irreparably, spoil b to reduce 
to financial rum - miner n 

ruinous /'rooh inas/ adj 1 dilapidated, ruined 2 causing (the likelihood 
oO ruin sales perfomiancey ~ ruinously adv, rainousness n 
Vule /roohl/ n la a prescnplive specification of conduct or action b the 
laws or regulations presenbed by the founder of a religious order for 
observance by its members c an established procedure, custom, or habit 
d a legal precept or doctrine 2a(l) a usu valid generalization (2) a 
generally prevailing quality, state, or form b a standard of judgment c 
a regulating pnnciple, esp of a system <//ic ^ s of grammar} 3 the exercise 
or a penod of dominion 4 a stnp or set of jointed stnps of material marked 
off in units and used for measuring or marking off lengths [ME reule, fr 
OF, fr L regula straightedge, rule, fr regere to lead straight - more at 
'righi] -- as a rule generally, for thf most pari 
‘rule vt la to exert control, direction, or influence on b to exercise control 
over, esp by restraining <'^d her appetites firmly} 2a to exercise power 
or firm authonty over b to be preeminent in, dominate (an actor who ^ s 
the stage} 3 to lay down authontatively, esp judicially 4a to mark with 
lines drawn (as lO along the straight edge of a ruler b to mark (a line) 
on sthg with a ruler ~ w 1 :o exercise supreme authonty 2 to make a 
judicial decision 

.rule of 'thumb n a rough practical or common-sense method rather 
than a precise or technical one 

rule out vt la to exclude, eliminate b to deny the possibility of <' rule out 
further discussioii /ho make impossible, prevent 
ruler /'roohb/ n 1 sby, specif a sovereign, who rules 2 a smooth-edged 
stnp of matenal that is usu marked ofT in units (c g centimetres) and is 
used for guiding a pen or pencil in drawing lines, for measuring, or for 
marking off lengths - nilersbip n 
Vuting /'roohling/ n an official or authoritative decision 
‘ruling adi 1 exerting power or authonty 2 chief, predominant 
Vum /rum/ adj -mm- chiefly Br queer, strange (she's a -- customer} - 
infml [earlier rome, perh fr Romany rom gypsy man] 

‘rum n a spinl distilled from a fermented cane product (e g molasses) [prob 
short for obs rumbullion (rum), of unknown origin] 

Rumanian /rooh'maynyan. roo-, to-, -m an/ n or adj (a) Romanian 
rumba, rhumba /'rumba/ n (the music for) a ballroom dance of Cuban 
Negro ongin marked by steps with a delayed transfer of weight and 
pronounced hip movements [AmerSp rumba] 

'rumble /'rumbi/ vb rumbling /'rumbling, 'rumbl ing/ vi 1 to make a low 
heavy rolling sound 2 NAm to engage in a street fight - infml vt 1 to 
utter or emit with a low rolling sound 2 to reveal or discover the true 
character of - infml [ME rumblen, akin to MHO rummeln to rumble] 
- rumbler n 

‘rumble n la a rumbling sound b low-frcqucncy noise from a record deck 
caused by the vibrations of the turntable 2 NAm a street fight, esp 
between gangs - infml 

rumbustious /rum'buschas/ adj, chiefly Br irrepressibly or coarsely 
exuberant [alter of robustious, fr robust] - rumbustiousness n 
rumen /'roohmen/ n, pi rumina /-mina/, rumens the large first compart- 
ment of the stomach of a ruminant mammal in which cellulose is broken 
down, esp by the action of symbiotic bacteria [NL rumin-, rumen, fr L, 
gullet] 

. 'ruminant /'roohminant/ n a ruminant mammal 
‘ruminant adj la that chews the cud b of or being (a member oQ a gri 
of hoofed mammals including the cattle, sheep, giraffes, and camels that 
chew the cud and have a complex 3- or 4-chambered stomach 2 
meditative 

ruminate Aoohmi.nayt/ vb 1 to chew again (what has been chewed 
-alightly and swallowed) 2 to engage in contemplation (of) [L ruminatus, 
pp of rumtnan to chew the cud, muse upon, fr rumin-, mmen gullet, akin 
to Skt romantha ruminant] - ruminstor n, ruminative /-n^tiv/ adj, 
nunioativciy adv, nimination /•'nayshf'iln/ n 
'rummage /'rumij/ /i 1 a thorough search, esp among a jumbled 
assortment of objects 2a chiefly NAm jumble 2 b NAm a miscellaneous 
or confused accumulation [obs rummage (act of packing cargo), modif 
of MF ammage] 

‘rummage vt 1 to make a thorough search of (an untidy or congested 
place) 2 to uncover by searching - usu ^ out — v/ to engage in a 
haphazard search - rummager n 


'rummage ,sale n, chiefly NAm jumbi r sale 
rummer /'rums/ n a tall often elaborately engraved dnnking glass, used 
esp for wine [G or D; G romer, fr D nxmer] 

rummy /’rumi/ n any of several card games for 2 or more players in 
which each player tries to assemble combinations of 3 or more related 
cards and to be the first to turn all his/her cards into such combinations 
[perh fr rummy (queer, strange), fr 'rum ^ ‘-y] 

'rumour, NAm chiefly rumor /’roohma/ /i 1 a statement or report 
circulated without confirmation of its truth 2 talk or opinion widely 
disseminated but with no identifiable source [ME rumour, fr MF, fr L 
rumor, akin to OE rcon to lament. Gk oryesthai to howl] , 

‘rumour, NAm chiefly rumor vt to tell or spread by rumour 
rump /rump/ n 1 the rear part of a quadruped mammal, bird, etc; the 
buttocks 2 a cut of beef between the loin and round meat 3 a small 
or infcnor remnant of a larger group (eg a parliament) [ME, of Scand 
ongin, akin to Icel rumpr rump, akin to MHG mmph torso] 

'rumple /'rumpl/ n a fold, wnnkle 

‘rumple v6 rumpling /'rumpl-ing/ vt 1 to wnnkle, crumple 2 to make 
unkempt, tousle ^ vi to become rumpled [D rompelen, akin to OHG 
nmpfan to wnnkle. L curvus curved] 

rumpus /'rumpas/ n a usu noisy commotion [perh alter, of mmble] 
'run /run/ vb -nn-; ran /ran/, run n U to go faster than a walk, specif 
to go steadily by spnnging steps so that both feet leave the ground for an 
instant in each step b of a horse to move at a fast gallop c to flee, escape 
^dropped his gun and ran) 2a to go without restraint (let his chickens 
loose} ( about barefoot} b to sail before the wind as distinct from 
reaching or sailing close-hauled - compare reach 3, blai 4 3a to hasten 
with a specified often distressing purpose and fetch the doctor} b to 
make a quick, easy, or casual tnp or visit (^ up to town for the day} 4 
to contend in a race, also to finish a race in the specified place <ran third} 
5a to move (as if) on wheels (a chair that on castors} b to pass or 
slide freely or cursonly (a thought ran through my mind} 6 to sing or 
play quickly (^ up the scale) 7a to go back and forth, ply (made the 
trains ^ on time/ b of fish to migrate or move in schools, esp to ascend 
a river to spawn 8 to function, operate (don't touch the engine while it’s 
- ning) (the engine '^son petrol) (everything's ^ ning smoothly at the 
office) 9a to continue in force (the lease has 2 more years to b to 
continue to accumulate or become payable (interest on the loan ^ s from 
July 1st} 10 to pass, esp by negligence or indulgence, into a specified state 
to waste) (money ran low} lla(l) to flow, course (--ning water} 
(2) to become by flowing (the water ran cold) (3) to discharge liquid 
(made my nose ~ > (left the tap - ning) (4) to reach a specified state by 
discharging liquid (the well ran dry} b MFiT 1 (butter started to '^} e 
to spread, d 've (colours guaranteed not to ^} d to discharge pus or 
scrum (a i.vt g sore) 12a to develop rapidly in some specific direction; 
esp to throw out an elongated shoot b to have a tendency, be prone (they 
^ to big noses in that family} 13a to lie or extend in a specified position, 
direction, or relation to sthg (the road - s through a tunnel} b to extend 
in a continuous range (shades ^ from white to dark grey} c to be in a 
certain form or expression (the letter ^s as follows} 14a to occur 
persistently (a note of despair s through the narrative} b to continue 
to be as specified (profits were ~ ning high} c to play or be featured 
continuously (e g in a theatre or newspaper) (the musical ran for 6 
months} 15 to spread quickly from point to point (chills ran up his spine} 
16 to ladder 17 chiefly NAm stand 10 <- for President} ^ vt la to 
bnng to a specified condition (as lO by running <ran himself to death} b 
to go u» pursuit of, hunt (dogs that deer} (ran the rumour to its 
source} c to drive, chase him out of town} d to enter, register, or 
enrol as a contestant in a race e to put forward as a candidate for office 
2a to dnve (livestock), esp to a grazing place b to provide pasturage for 
(livestock) 3a to cover, accomplish, or perform (as lO by running <ran 
10 miles} ( - errands for his mother} <ran the whole gamut of emotions} 
b to slip through or past a blockade} 4a to cause or allow to penetrate 
or enter <ran a splinter into his toe} b to stitch c to cause to lie or extend 
in a specified position or direction < ^ a wire in from the aeriat} d to 
cause to collide <ran his head into a post} e to smuggle guns} 5 to 
cause to pass lightly, freely, or cursorily <ran a comb through her hair} 
6a(l) to cause or allow (a vehicle or vessel) to go his car off the 
road) the ship aground) (2) to cause to ply or travel along a regular 
route (^ an extra train on Saturdays} (3) to own and dnve (she ^ s an 
old banger} (4) to convey in a vehicle (can / ^ you home^ b to operate 
('-'a lathe} (-^ your razor off the mains) c to carry on, manage, or 
control ('^ a factory} 7 to be full of; flow with (streets ran blood} 8a 
to cause to move or flow in a specified way or into a specified position 
b(l) to cause to pour out liquid the hot tap} (2) to fill from a tap 
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a hot bathy 9a to melt and cast in a mould b to subject to a treatment 
or process a problem through a computery 10 to make oneself liable 
to nsJcs) 11 to permit (e g charges) to accumulate before settling 
an account at the grocer’s^ 12a run off lb <a book to be ^ on 
lightweight paper} b to carry m a pnnted medium; pnnt [ME ronnen, 
alter, of rinnen, vi (fr OE leman, nnnan & ON nnna) & of rennen, vt, 
fr ON renna; akin to OHG nnnan, vi, to run, OE nsan to nse] - run across 
to meet with or discover by chance - run after to pursue, chase; esp to 
seek the company of - run a temperature to be fevensh - run foul of 1 
to collide with <nin foul of a hidden reefy 2 to come into conflict with 
<run foul of the law} - run into Ja to merge with b to mount up to 
^income often runs into five figures} 2a to collide with b to encounter, 
meet <ran into an old fnend the other day} > mu into the ground to tire 
out or use up with heavy work - run it fine to leave only the irreducible 
margm - run on to be concerned with; dwell on </ier mind keeps running 
on the past} - run rings round to show marked supenority over; defeat 
decisively - run riot 1 to act or function wildly or without restraint </ef 
one’s imagination run not) 2 to grow or occur in profusion - run short 
1 to become insufficient 2 to come near the end of available supplies <we 
ran short of tea} - run somebody off his/her feet 1 to tire sby out with 
running 2 to keep sby very busy - run through 1 to squander 2a run 
THROUGH vt 2 <ran through it quickly} b to deal with rapidly and usu 
perfunctonly *- run to 1 to extend to <^the book runs to 500 pages} 2a 
to afford b of money to be enough for (his salary won 't run to a car} 
- run to earth/ground to find after protracted search 
‘run n la an act or the activity of running; continued rapid movement b 
a quickened gallop, broadly the gait of a runner c (a school of fish) 
migrating or ascending a nver to spawn d a running race <a mile ~ > 2a 
the direction m which sthg (e g a vein of ore or the grain of wood) lies 
b general tendency or direction (watching the ^ of the stock market} 3 
a continuous series or unbroken course, esp of identical or similar things 
(a of bad luck}', e g a a rapid passage up or down a musical scale b 
a number of rapid small dance steps executed in even tempo c an 
unbroken course of performances or showings d a set of consecutive 
measurements, readings, or observations e a persistent and heavy com- 
mercipl or financial demand (a ^ on gilt-edged securities} t three or 
more playing cards usu of the same suit in consecutive order of rank 4 
the quantity of work turned out in a continuous operation 5 the average 
or prevailing kind or class (the general ^ of students} 6a the distance 
covered in a penod cf continuous journeying b(l) a regularly travelled 
course or route (ships on the Far East ^ > (2) a short excursion in a car 
(went for a Sunday '^ ) c the distance a golf ball traveb after touching 
the ground d freedom of movement in or access to a place (has the ^ 
of the house} 7a a way, track, etc frequented by animals b an enclosure 
for domestic animals where they may feed or exercise c an inclined 
passageway 8a an inclined course (e g for skiing) b a support or channel 
(e g a track, pipe, or trough) along which sthg runs 9 a unit of sconng 
in cricket made typically by each batsman running the full length of the 
wicket 10 LADDER 2b - ninleaa adj - on the run 1 in haste, without 
pausing 2 in hiding or running away, esp from lawful authority - run 
for one's money the profit or enjoyment to which one is legitimately 
entitled 

runabout /run3.bowt/ n a light motor car, aeroplane, or motorboat 
run along vi to go away; depart - often used as an order or request 
runaround /’nina/ownd/ n, chiefly NAm delaying action, esp in 
response to a request 

Vunaway /'runa.way/ n 1 a fugitive 2 sthg (e g a horse) that is running 
out of control 

‘runaway adj 1 fugitive 2 accomplished as a result of running awajf <a 
~ marriage} 3 won by a long lead; decisive (a victory} 4 out of 
control inflation} 

run away vi la to take to flight b to flee from home; esp to elope 2 
to run out of control; stampede, bolt - run away with 1 to take away in 
haste or secretly; esp to steal 2 to believe too easily (don ’t run away with 
the idea that you needn't go} 3 to carry beyond reasonable limits (his 
imagination ran away with him} 

.runcibla 'apoon /mnsabl/ n a sharp-edged fork with 3 broad curved 
prongs [coined with indefinite meaning by Edward Lear tl888 E wnter 
& painter] 

runcinata /’runsinat, -jiayt/ adj, of a leaf having large downward- 
pointing teeth (the leaves of the dandelion} Pi.Ahrr [L run- 
cinatus, pp of runcina/e to plane off. fr runcina plane] 
rundown /'rundown/ n 1 the running down of sthg (the ^ of the steel 
industry} 2 an item-by-item report; a raum4 


.run-'down adj 1 in a state of disrepair 2 in poor health 3 NAm 
completely unwound (a ^ clock} 

run down vt la to knock down, esp with a motor vehicle b to run 
against and cause to sink 2a to chase to exhaustion or until captured b 
to find by searching <run down a book in the library} 3 to disparage 
(don't run him down; he’s an honest fellow} 4 to allow the gradual 
decline or closure of (the lead mines are bang gradually run down) ~ vi 

1 to cease to operate because of the exhaustion of motive power (that 
battery ran down weeks ago} 2 to decline in physical condition 

rune /roohn/ n 1 any of the characters of an alphabet prob denved from 
Latin and Greek and used in medieval times, esp in carved inscnptions, 
by the Germanic peoples 2 a magical or cryptic utterance or inscription 
[ON OE run mystery, runic character, wnting, akin to OHO runa 
secret discussion] - runic /roohnik/ adj 
'rung /rung/ past part of ring 

‘rung n la a rounded part placed as a crosspiece between the legs of a chair 
b any of the crosspieces of a ladder 2 a level or stage in sthg that can be 
ascended (the bottom ^ of the social scale} [ME, fr OE hrung\ akin to 
OE hnng nng - more at ‘ring] 

'run-, in n 1 the final part of a race(track) 2 NAm a quarrel 
run in vt 1 to make (typeset matter) continuous without a paragraph or 
other break 2 to use (e g a motor car) cautiously for an initial period 3 
to arrest, esp for a minor offence - infml 

runnel /'runl/ n a small stream; a brook [alter of ME nnel, fr OE rynel, 
akin to OE nnnan to run - more at run] 
runner /runa/ n 1 an entrant for a race who actually competes in it 2a 
a bank or stockbroker's messenger b sby who smuggles or distnbutes 
illicit or contraband goods - usu in combination (a dope-runner} 3 a 
straight piece on which sthg slides e g a a longitudinal piece on which 
a sledge or ice skate slides b a groove or bar along which sthg (e g a 
drawer or sliding door) slides 4 a stolon 5a a long narrow carpet (e g for 
a hall or staircase) b a narrow decorative cloth for a table or dresser top 
6 runner bean 7 a player who runs in place of an injured batsman in 
cricket ['run » '-fr] 

.runner 'bean n, chiefly Br (the long green edible pod oO a widely 
cultivated ong tropical American high-climbing bean with large usu 
bnght red flowers 

,runner-'up n, pi runners-up also runner-ups a competitor other than the 
outright winner whose attainment still ments g^nze 
'running /'runing/ n 1 the state of competing, esp with a good chance 
of winning - in in/out of the running 2 management, operation (the 
, of a small busmess} (the of a company car} 

‘running adj 1 runny 2a having stages that follow in rapid succession (a 
^ battle} b made during the course of a process or activity (a 
commentary} repairs} 3 being part of a continuous length (cost of 
limber per ^ metre} 4 cursive, flowing 5 designed or used for races on 
foot (a ^ track} 

‘running adv in succession (for .? days — ) 

'running .board n a footboard, esp at the side of a motor car 
'running .gear n the working parts of a machine (e g a locomotive) 
.running 'head n a headline repeated on consecutive pages 
running knot n a knot that slips along the rope or line round which it 
IS tied 

'running .light n any of the lights earned by a moving ship, aeroplane, 
car, etc esp at night, that indicate size, position, and direction of move- 
ment 

'running .mate n a candidate standing for a subordinate place in a US 
election 

'running .shed n, ffr a building for housing and repainng railway rolling 
stock 

'running .stitch n a small even sewing stitch nia in and out of cloth (e g 
for gathenng) 

-runny frum/ adj tending to run (a ^ nose} 
runoff /'run, of/ n a final decisive race, contest, or election 
run off vt la to compose rapidly or glibly b to produce with a printing 
press or copier <run off a few copies} c to decid# (e g a race) by a runoff 

2 to drain off (a liquid) 3 NAm to steal (e g cattle) by driving away ~ vi 
RUN away 1 - run off with run away with 1 

.run-of-the-'mill adj average, commonplace 
'run-.on n sthg (e g a dictionary entry) run on 
run on vi t to keep going without interruption (the opera ran on for 4 
houn} 2 to talk or narrate at length ^vt 1 to continue (wntten material) 
without a break or a new paragraph 2 to place or add (e g an entry in 
a dictionary) at the end of a paragraphed item 
run out vi la to come to an end (time ran out) b to become exhausted 
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or used up <f/ic petrol ran out) 2 to finish a course or contest in the 
specified position <ran out the winner^ i of a horse to evade a fence by 
turning aside '^vt 1 to dismiss (a batsman who is outside his crease and 
attempting a run) by breaking the wicket with the ball 2 chiefly NAm 
to compel to leave <run him out of towny - run out of to use up the 
available supply of - run out on ‘deslr r 

runover /'run.ohva/ n typeset matter that exceeds the allotted space 
run over vi l to overflow 2 to exceed a limit (^meetings that run over 
into the next dayy '^vt 1 to glance over, repeat, or rehearse quickly 2 
to injure or kill with a motor vehicle <ran the dog over) 
runt /runt/ n 1 an ammal unusually small of its kind, esp the smallest 
of a litter of pigs 2 a puny person [ongin unknown] - runty adj 
'run-, through n 1 a cursory reading, summary, or rehearsal 2 a 
sequence of actions performed for practice 

run through vt 1 to pierce with a weapon (e g a sword) 2 to perform, 
esp for practice or instruction 

'run-, up n 1 (the track or area provided for) an approach run to provide 
momentum (e g for a jump or throw) 2 Br a penod that immediately 
precedes an action or event <Jhe to the last cJectiony 
run up vt 1 to make (esp a garment) quickly 2a to erect hastily b to hoist 
(a flag) 3 to accumulate or incur (debts) - run up against to encounter 
(e g a difficulty) 

runway /'run.way/ /? 1 a (beaten) path made by or for animals 2 an 
amficially surfaced strip of ground on an airfield for the landing and 
takeolT of aeroplanes 

rupee /rooh'pcc/ n (a note or com representing) the basic money unit of 
vanous countnes of the Indian subamtinent and the Indian Ocean (eg 
India, Pakistan, Seychelles, and Sn Lanka) nationaliiy [Hindi 
rupaiya, fr Skt rupva coined silver] 

rupiah /rooh’fitc j, ruih pic o/ n, pi rupiah, rupiahs Indonesia at 
nationaiify [Hindi rupaiya] 

'rupture /'rupcha/ n 1 breach of peace or concord, specif open hostility 
between nations 2a the tearing apart of a tissue, esp muscle b a hernia 
3a a breaking apart or bursting b the state of being bioken apart or burst 
[ME ruptur, fr MF or L, MF rupture, fr L ruptura fracture, fr ruptus, 
pp of nimpere to break - more at oi RFAVt] 

^rupture vt la to part by violence, break, burst b to create a breach of 

2 to produce a rupture in vi to have or undergo a rupture 

rural /'nsoaral/ adj of the country, country people or life, or agnculture 
[ME, fr MF, fr L ruralis, fr rur-, rus open land - more at riximJ - rurally 
adv 

,rurBl 'dean n a pnest supervising 1 distnct of a diocese 
Ruritanian /,r(xian'tayny3n, -npan/ adj (charactcnstic) of an imaginary 
Central European country used as a setting for contemporary 
cloak-and-dagger court intngues [Runtania, fictional kingdom in the 
novel The Pnsoner of Zenda by Anthony Hope (Sir Anthony Hope 
Hawkins) tl933 E wnler] 

ruse /roohz/ n a wily subterfuge [F, fr MF, fr ruser to dodge, 
deceive] 

'rush /rush/ n any of vanous often tufted marsh plants with cylindneal 
(hollow) leaves, used for the seats of chairs and for plaiting mats [ME, 
fr OE rise, akin to MHG rusch rush, L resm rope] - rushy adj 
'rush VI to move forwards, progrt^ss, or act quickly or eagerly or without 
preparation vt 1 to push or impel forwards with speed or violence 2 
to perform or finish in a short time or at high speed <-ed his breakfasty 

3 to urge to an excessive speed 4 to run against in attack, often with an 
element of surprise, charge [ME russhen, fr MF ruser to put to flight, 
repel, deceive, fr L recusarc to refuse - more at rfci'Sancy] - 
rusher n 

'rush n la a rapid and violent forward motion b a sudden onset of 
emotion <a quick ^ of sympathyy 2a a surge of activity; also busy or 
hurried activity Qhe bank holiday ^ ) b a burst of productivity or speed 
3 a great movement of people, esp in search of wealth 4 the unedited pnnt 
of a film scene processed directly after shooting - usu pi 5 *» lash 9 
Vush adj requmng or marked by special speed or urgency 
rush candle n a rushlight 

'rush ,hour n a penod of the day when traffic is at a peak 
rushlight /'rush.lict/ n a candle that consists of the pith of a rush dipped 
in grease 

rusk /rusk/ n (a light dry biscuit similar to) a piece of sliced bread baked 
again until dry and ensp [modif of Sp & Pg rosea coil, twisted roll] 
russet /'rusit/ n 1 a reddish to yellowish brown 2 any of vanous 
russet-coloured winter eating apples [ME, fr OF rousset, fr rousset, adj, 
russet, fr rous russet, fr L russus red; akin to L ruber red - more at red] 
- russet adj 


Russian /'rush(d)n/ /r 1 a native or inhabitant of Russia, broadly a native 
or inhabitant of the USSR 2 a Slavonic language of the Russians 
ALPHABET, I ANGUAGl. - RuSSiin adj 

.Russian rou'lette n an act of bravado consisting of spinning the 
cylinder of a revolver loaded with 1 cartndge, pointing the muzzle at one’s 
own head, and pulling the ingger 

.Russian 'salad n a salad of cold diced cooked vegeubles (c g carrot and 
potato) in mayonnaise 

Russki also Russky /’ruski/ n or adj (a) Russian - derog (Russ Russkii, 
adj & n, fr Rus', old name for Russia] 

Russo- /rusoh-/ comb form 1 Russian nation, people, or culture 
(Russophobiay 2 Russian, Russian and < Russo-yapa/iese^ [Russia k 
Russian] 

'rust /rust/ n la bnttle reddish hydrated feme oxide that forms as a 
coating on iron, esp iron chemically attacked by moist air b a comparable 
coating produced on another metal c sthg like rust 2 corrosive or 
injunous influence or effect 3 (a fungus causing) any of numerous 
destructive diseases of plants in which reddish brown pustular lesions 
form 4 a reddish brown to orange colour [ME. fr OE rust, akin to OE 
read red - more at red] 

'rust VI 1 to form rust; become oxidized </ron ~ s> 2 to degenerate, esp 
through lack of use or advancing age 3 to become reddish brown as if with 
rust 4 to be affected with a rust fungus vt to cause (a metal) to form 
rust 

'rustic /rustik/ adj ! of or suitable for the country 2a made of the rough 
limbs of trees fumiturey b finished by rusticating <a -- joint in 
masonryy 3 characteristic of country people [ME rustik, fr MF rustique, 
fr L rusticus, fr rus open land - more at room] - rustically adv, rusticity 
/ru'stisati/ n 

'rustic n an unsophisticated rural person 

rusticate /rustikayt/ vt 1 to suspend (a student) from college or 
university 2 to bevel or cut a groove, channel etc in (c g the ed^es of stone 
blocks) to make the joints conspicuous <a — d stone walty —f" archl 
TCCIURF 3 to impart a rustic character to - rusticator n, rustication 
/-’kaysh(9)n/ n 

'rustle /rusl/ vb rustling /'rusling, 'rusl ing/ vt la to make or cause a 
rustle b to move with a rustling sound 2 chiefly NAm to steal cattle or 
horses ^ vt chiefly NAm to steal (e g cattle) [ME rustelen, of imit origin] 

- rustler /'rusb/ n 

'rustle n a quick succession or confusion of faint sounds 
rustproof ^rust,proof/ adj able to resist rust 
rusty /'rusti/ adj 1 affected (as lO by rust, esp stiff (as iQ with rust (the 
creaking of ^ hinges) 2 inept and slow through lack of practice or 
advanced age 3a of the colour rust b dulled in colour by age and use. 
shabby (a old suit of clothesy - rustily adv, rustiness n 
'rut /rut/ n 1 an annually recurrent state of readiness to copulate, in the 
male deer or other mammal, also oestrus, heat 2 the penod dunng which 
rut normally occurs - often < the [ME nitte, fr MF rut roar, fr LL 
rugitus, fr L nigitus, pp of rugire to roar, akin to OE reoc wild, Mir nicht 
roar] 

'rut n 1 a track worn by habitual passage, esp of wheels on soft or uneven 
ground 2 an established practice, esp a tedious routine (get into a ^y 
[peril modif of MF route way, route] 

'rut vt -tt- to make a rut in 

rutabaga /.roohta’bayga, .roo-, -Ijega/ n. NAm swede 2 (Sw dial 
rotabagge, fr rot root f bagge bag] 

Ruth /roohth/ n (a short narrative book of the Old Testament telling oQ 
a Moabite woman who left her own country to return with her 
mother-in-law, Naomi, to Bethlehem, where she marned Boaz and 
became the ancestress of David [Heb Ruth] 

ruthenium /rooh'theenysm, -ni-am/ n a polyvalent rare metallic 
element of the platinum group used in hardening platinum alloys 
PFRioDic lABiF [NL, fr ML Ruthenia Russia] - ruthcnic /-nik/ adj, 
nithenious adj 

ruthless /’roohthlis/ adj showing no pity or compassion [ruth (com- 
passion), fr ME ruthe, fr men to rue] - ruthlessly adv, mthlcssness n 
rutile /'roohtil, -,tiel/ n a usu reddish brown lustrous mineral consisting 
of titanium dioxide [G mtil, fr L mtilus reddish, akin to L mber red > 
more at red] 

ruttish /’rutish/ adj lustful ['rut + -isb] - ruttishly adv, ruttishsen n 
-ry /-n/ - sec -fry (citizenryy < wizardry) [ME -ne, fr OF, short for -ene 
-ery] 

rye /rie/ n (the seeds, from which a wholemeal flour is made, oO a hardy 
grass widely grown for grain [ME, fr OE ryge] akin to OHG rocko rye, 
Lith rugys] 
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ryegrass /'ne,grahs/ n any of several grasses used esp for pasture [alter 
of obs nygrasst fr obs ray (darnel)] 

,rye 'whisky n a whisky distilled from rye or from rye and malt 


s 

S /es/ n, pi s*i, as /'esiz/ often cap (a graphic representation of or device 
for reproducing) the 19th letter of the English alphabet 
’•S /-s a/?er voiceless consonant sounds other than s. sh. ch, z afier vowel 
sounds A voiced consonant sounds other than i, zh, j. iz after s. sh. ch. 
z, zh, j/ suffix {-> n pi) la - used to form the plural of most nouns that 
do not end in s, z, sh, ch, or postconsonantal y 
(,catsy (^heads'y <booil:s> ibelielsy, compare '-rs 1 b - used with or 
without a preceding apostrophe to form the plural of abbreviations, 
numbers, letters, and symbols used as nouns <MOi> <4s> it he 1940's') 
< £s) , compare '-es 1 2 chiefly NAm - used to form adverbs denoting 
usual or repeated action or state ^always at home Sundays) imomings he 
stof» by the newsstand) [(1) ME -es, -s, fr OE -as, nom & acc pi ending 
of some masc nouns, akin to OS -os; (2) ME -es, -s, pi ending of nouns, 
fr -es. gen sing ending of nouns (functioning adverbially), fr OE -es] 
suffix ( - vb)~ used to form the third person singular present of most 
verbs that do not end in s. z, sh. ch, or postconsonantal y 
(falh) itakes) (plays)-, compare ^-es (ME (Northern & N Midland) -es, 
fr OE (Northumbnan) -cs, -as, prob fr OE -es. -as, 2 sing pres indic 
ending] 

’*8 /like -'s/ vb 1 IS (she's here) 2 has (he's seen them) 3 docs - in 
questions (whafs he want"^ 

**8 pron us - + let (let's) 

■*8 suffix (- n or pron) - used to form the possessive of singular nouns 
(bo/i), of plural nouns not ending in s (children's), of some pronouns 
(anyone's), and of word groups functioning as nouns (the man in the 
comer s hat) or pronouns (someone else's) [ME -es, -s, gen sing, ending, 
fr OE -es; akin to OHG -es, gen sing, ending. Gk -oio, -ou, Skt •a.s>a] 
8abadilla /.saba'dib/ n (the seeds, used as a source of the drug veratnne, 
of) a Mexican plant of the lily family [Sp cebadilla] 

Sabaoth /sa'bayoth/ n pi armed hosts - used in the biblical title Lord 
of Sabaoth for God [LL. fr Gk Sabaoth, fr Heb sebadth, pi of saba 
army] 

aabbat /sabat, -bat/ n, often cap a midnight assembly of witches held 
to renew allegiance to the devil [F. lit., sabbath, fr L sabbatum] 
Sabbatarian /saba'tean an/ n 1 a person who observes the Sabbath on 
Saturday in strict conformity with the 4th commandment 2 an adherent 
of Sabbatananjsm [L sabbatanus, fr sabbatum sabbath] - Sabbatarian 
adj 

Sabbatarianiam /sabg'tedn-3,niz(a)m/ n the avoidance of work and 
suppression of enjoyment on the Sabbath 
sabbath /'sabath/ n 1 often cap the 7th day of the week observed from 
Fnday evening to Saturday evening as a day of rest and worship by Jews 
2 often cap Sunday observed among Chnslians as a day of rest and 
worship 3 a sabbat [ME sabat, fr OF & OE, fr L sabbatum, fr Gk 
sabbaton, fr Heb shabbath, lit., rest] 

'sabbatical /sa'batikl/, sabbatic adj 1 of the sabbath laws) 2 of or 
being a sabbatical [LL sabbaticus, fr Gk sabbatikos, fr sabbaton] 
^sabbatical n a leave, often with pay, granted usu every 7th year (e g to 
a university teacher) 

sabbatical year n. often capSa year of rest for the land observed every 
7th year in ancient Judaea 

Sabina /'sabien/ n a member of an ancient people of the Apennines NE 
of Latium [ME Sabtn, fr L Sabinus] - Sabine adj 
'sabla /'saybl/ n, pi aableSt ( I) sables, esp collectively sable 1 (the valuable 
dark brown fur oO a N Asian and European flesh-eating mammal related 
to the martens 2 black 2 - poetic or used technically in heraldry [ME, 
sable or its fur, the heraldic colour black, black, fr MF, sable or its fur, 
the heraldic colour black, fr MLG sabel sable or its fur, fr MHG zobel, 
of Slav origin; akin to Russ sobol' sable or its fur] 

’sabla adj of the colour sable 

sabot /'saboh/ n 1 a wooden shoe worn in various European countries 
2 a thrust-transmitting earner that positions a smaller projectile in a 
larger gun barrel or launching tube and that prevents the escape of gas 
ahead of the missile so as to increase the muzzle velocity of the 
projectile (FJ 


'sabotage /'saba.tahzh/ n 1 destructive or obstructive action earned on 
by a civilian or enemy agent, intended to hinder military activity 2 
deliberate subversion (c g of a plan or project) [F, fr saboter to clatter with 
sabots, botch, sabotage, fr sabot] 

’sabotage vt to practise sabotage on 

saboteur /.saba'tuh/ n one who commits sabotage [F. fr saboter] 
sabre /sabra/ n, often cap a native-born Israeli [NHeb sabrah] 
'sabre, SAm chiefly saber //sayba/ n 1 a cavalry sword with a curved 
blade, thick back, and guard 2 a light fencing or duelling sword having 
an arched guard that covers the back of the hand and a tapenng flexible 
blade with a full cutting edge along one side - compare epee, foii [F 
sabre, modtf of G dial sabel, fr MHG, of Slav origin; akin to Russ sablya 
sabre] 

’sabre, NAm chiefly saber vt to stnke or kill with a sabre 
'sabre .rattling n blustenng display of military power 
sabretache /'saba,ta.sh. 'say-/ n a flat leather case worn suspended on 
the left from a waist belt by men of some cavalry regiments [F, fr G 
sabeltasche, fr sabel sabre tasche pocket] 

.sabre-toothed 'tiger n an extinct big cat with long curved upper 
canines 

sabreur /sa'bruh/ n one who carries or fences with a sabre [F, fr sabrer 
to stnke with a sabre, fr sabre] 

sac /sak/ n a (fluid-filled) pouch within an animal or plant [F, lit , bag. 
fr L saccus - more at 'sack] - saclike adj 

saccade /sa'kahd/ n a small rapid jerky movement of the eye, esp as it 
jumps from fixation on one point to another (e g in reading) [F, twitch, 
jerk, fr MF, fr saquer to pull, draw] - saccadic /sa'kahdik/ adj 
saccate /’sakayt, -kat/ adj having the form of a sac or pouch /a - 
corolla) [NL saccatus, fr L saccus] 

sacchar-, sacchari-, saccharo- comb form sugar saccharide) [1 sac- 
charum, fr Gk sakcharon, fr Pali sakkhara, fr Ski sarkara gravel, 
sugar] 

saccharide /'sakaned/ n scoar Ib 

saccharin Aak(a)nn/ n a compound containing no calones that is 
several hundred times sweeter than cane sugar and is used as a sugar 
substitute (e g in low-calonc diets) [ISV] 

saccharine /'sak(3)nn, -reen/ adj 1 of, like, or containing sugar < - 
taste) 2 excessively sweet, mawkish sentiment) [L saccAarum] - 
saccharinity /-'nnali/ n 

saccharometer /.saka'romiuV n a device for measunng the amount of 
sugar in a solution 

saccharose /'sakarohs, -rohz/ n sucrose 
saccular /'sakyoob/ adj resembling a sac 

sacculate /'sakyoobt, -,layt/, sacculated /-.luytid/ adj having or formed 
of a senes of saclike expansions - sacculation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 
saccule /'sakyixihl/ n a little sac^^specif the smaller chamber of the 
membranous labynnth of the ear nfrvi [NL sacew/us, fr L, dim 
of saccus bag - more at 'sack] 

sacculus /'sakyoobs/ n. pi sacculi /-li, -lie/ a saccule [NL] 
sacerdotal /.saso'dohll/ adj of pnests or a pnesthood [ME, fr MF, fr 
L sacerdotalis, fr sacerdot-. sacerdos pnest, fr sacer sacred ^ -dot-, -dos 
(akin to facere to make) - more at sac red, no] • sacerdotally adv 
.sacer'dotal.ism /-,i/(9)m/ n religious belief emphasizing the role of 
pnests as essential mediators between God and human beings - sacer- 
dotaJist n 

sachem /’saych(3)m, 'sach(3)m/ u a N Amencan Indian chief [Narra- 
ganset & Pequot sachima] ~ sachemic /sa'chemik/ adj 
sachet /'sashay/ u 1 a small usu plastic bag or packet; esp one holding 
just enough of sthg (e g shampoo or sugar) for use at I time 2 a small 
bag containing a perfumed powder used to scent clothes and linens [F. 
fr OF, dim. of sac bag - more at sac] - sacheled /'sashayd/ adj 
‘^sack /sak/ n 1 a usu rectangular large bag (e g of paper or canvas) 2 the 
amount contained in a sack 3 a garment without shaping, e g a a loosely 
fitting dress b a loose coat or jacket, esp one worn by men in the 19th 
c 4 dismissal from employment - usu « get or give + the; infml [ME 
sak bag, sackcloth, fr OE sacc, akin to OHG sac bag; both fr a prehistoric 
Gmc word borrowed fr L saccus bag &. LL saccus sackcloth, both fr Gk 
sakkos bag. sackcloth, of Sem origin, akin to Heb iaq bag, sackcloth] - 
sackfiil n 

’sack vt 1 to place in a sack 2 to dismiss from a job - infml - 

sicker n 

’sack n any of various dry white wines formerly imported to England from 
S Europe [modif of MF sec dry, fr L siccus; akin to OHG sthan to filter, 
Gk hikmas moisture] 
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*tack n the plundenng of a place captured tn war [MF sac, fr Olt sacco, 
lit., bag, fr L saccii.v] 

*aack vt 1 to plunder (e g a town) after capture 2 to stnp (a place) of 
valuables - sicker n 

sackbut /'sak.but/ n the renaissance trombone [MF saqueboute, lit . 
hooked lance, fr OF, fr saqucr to pull f boater, boter to push - more at 
butt] 

aackcloth /'sak.kloth/ n 1 sacking 2 a garment of sackcloth worn as 
a sign of mourning or penitence ['sack] 

sacking /'saking/ n material for sacks; esp a coarse fabric (eg hes- 
sian) 

'sack .race n a jumping race in which each contestant has his/her legs 
enclosed in a sack 

*sacr-, sicro' comb form sacred, holy <sacrosancO [ME sacr-, fr MF & 
L; MF, fr L, fr sacr-, sacer - more at sacrfo] 

*sacr*, sacro- comb form 1 sacrum <sacra/) 2 sacral and <sacroi/iac> 
[NL, fr sacrum, fr L, neut of sacr-, sacer sacred] 

'sacral /say krai/ adj of or lying near the sacrum 
’sacral adj holy, sacred [L sacr-, sacer] 

sacrament /'sakramant/ n 1 a formal religious act (eg baptism) 
functioning as a sign or symbol of a spintual reality 2 cap the bread and 
wine used at Communion, specif the consecrated Host (ME sacrement, 
sacrament, fr OF k LL; OF, fr LL sacramentum, fr L, oath of allegiance, 
obligation, fr sacrarc to consecrate] 

sacramental /.sakra'menti/ adj (having the character) of a sacrament 

> sacramentilly adv 

.sacra'mental.ism /-,iz(3)m/ n belief in or use of sacramental ntes. 
acts, or objects, speci/belief that the sacraments are inherently efficacious 
and necessary for salvation 

sacred /sayknd/ adj la dedicated or set apart for the service or worship 
ofa god or gods b dedicated as a memonal < ^ to his memory} 2a worthy 
of religious veneration b commanding reverence and respect 3 of relig- 
ion, not secular or profane (ME, fr pp of sacren to consecrate, fr OF 
sacrer, fr L sacrare. fr sacr-, sacer holy, cursed; akin to L sancre to make 
sacred. Hitt saklais nte] - sacredly adv. sacredness n 
.sacred ba'boon n hamadryad 2b [fr its veneration by the ancient 
Egyptians] 

.sacred 'cow n sby or sthg granted unreasonable immunity from 
criticism [fr the veneration of the cow by the Hindus] 

'sacrifice /'sakrifies/ n 1 an act of offering to a deity; esp the killing of 
a victim on an altar 2 sthg offered in sacnfice 3 b destruction or surrender 
of one thing for the sake of another of greater worth or importance b sthg 
given up or lost <rAe s made by parents} [ME, fr OF, fr L sacnficium, 
fr sacr-, sacer f facere to make - more at do] 

’sacrifice Vt l to offer as a sacrifice 2 to give up or lose for the sake of 
an ideal or end to offer up or perform ntes of a sacnfice - 
sacrificer n 

sacrificial /,sakn'fish(3)l/ adj of or involving sacnfice - sacrificially 
adv 

sacrilege Asaknlij/ n 1 a technical violation of what is sacred 2 gross 
irreverence toward sby or sthg sacred [ME, fr OF, fr L sacnlegium, fr 
sacniegus one who steals sacred things, fr sacr-, sacer ^ legere to gather, 
steal ~ more at legfnd] - sacrilegious /-\ips/ adj, sacrilegiously adv, 
sacrilcgiouaiess n 

sacristan /saknstpn/ n a person in charge of the sacristy and ceremonial 
equipment, also a sexton [ME, fr ML saenstanus, fr saensta] 
sacristy /saknsti/ n a room in a church where sacred vessels and 
vestments are kept and where the clergy put on their vestments [ML 
. sacristia, fr saensta saenstan, fr L sacr-, sacer] 
sacro- - sec sacr- 

sacrosanct /sakrasangkt/ adj accorded the highest reverence and 
respect; also regarded with unwarranted reverence [L sacrosanctus, prob 
fr sacro sanctus hallowed by a sacred nte] - sacrosanctity 
/-'sangktpti/ n 

sacrum /'saykrjm/ n, pi sacra /saykra/ the part of the vertebral column 
that is directly connected with or forms part of the pelvis and in humans 
consists of 5 united vertebrae ^3" anatomy [NL, fr LL os sacrum last 
bone of the spine, lit., holy bone] 

sad /sad/ adj -dd- la affected with or expressing unhappiness b(l) 
causing or associated with unhappiness (2) deplorable, regrettable <a ^ 
decline in standards} 2 of a dull sombre colour 3 of baked goods 'heavy 
9b [ME, fr OE saed sated, akin to OHG sat sated. L satis enough] - sadly 
adv, sadness n 

aaddan /'sadn/ vb to make or become sad 
saddhu /sah.dooh/ n a sadhu 


'saddle /'sadI/ n la(l) a usu padded and leather-covered seat secured to 
the back of a horse, donkey, etc for the rider to sit on (2) a part of a 
harness for a draught animal (e g a horse pulling a carnage) comparable 
to a saddle that is used to keep in place the strap that passes under the 
animal's tail b a seat in certain types of vehicles (eg a bicycle or 
agncultural tractor) 2 sthg like a saddle in shape, position, or function 
3 a ndge connecting 2 peaks 4a a large cut of meat from a sheep, hare, 
rabbiL dwr, etc consisting of both sides of the unsplit back includmg both 
loins meat b the rear part of a male fowl’s back extending to the 
tail 5 a saddle-shaped marking on the back of an animal [M^ sadeJ, fr 
OF sadol, akin to OHG satui saddle] - saddlclcsa adj - In the saddle in 
control 

’aaddle vt saddling /sadl ing/ 1 to put a saddle on 2 to encumber (£Ot 
^ d with the paperwork} 

‘saddle.back /-,bak/ n any of several animals with saddle-shaped 
markings on the back, esp a medium-sized black pig with a white band 
crossing the back 

‘aaddle.bag /-.bag/ n a pouch or bag on the back of a horse behind the 
.saddle, or either of a pair laid across behind the saddle or hanging over 
the rear wheel of a bicycle or motorcycle 
‘saddle .blanket n a saddlecloth 

'saddie.bow /-.boh/ n the arch m or the pieces forming the front of a 
saddle 

'saddle.cloth /-.kloth/ n a piece of cloth, leather, etc placed under a 
horse’s saddle to prevent rubbing 
‘saddle .horse /-.haws/ n a horse suited or trained for nding 
saddler /sadb/ n one who makes, repairs, or sells furnishings (eg 
saddles) for horses 

saddlery Aadbn/ n 1 the trade, articles of trade, or shop of a saddler 
2 a set of the equipment used for sitting on and controlling a riding 
horse 

'saddle .soap n a mild oily soap used for cleansing and conditioning 
leather 

'saddle-.stitched adj fastened by .staples through the fold (a ^ maga- 
zine} 

'saddle, tree /-.tree/ n the frame of a saddle 

sadhu, saddhu /'sah,dooh/ n an Indian ascetic usu mendicant holy man 
[Skt sadhu] 

sadiron /sad.ican/ n a flaiiron that is pointed at both ends [sad 
(compact, heavy) + iron] 

sadism /'saydiz(d)m/ n 1 a sexual perversion in which pleasure is 
obtained by inflicting physical or mental pain on others - compare 
MASOCHISM 2 delight in inflicting pain [ISV, fr Marquis (really Count) 
de Sade tlb!4 F wntcr] - sadist adj or n, sadistic /sa’distik/ adj, 
sadistically adv 

sadomasochism /,saydoh'ma.sdkiz(3)m/ n sadism and masochism 
occurnng together in the same person [ISV sadism ^ -o- + masochism] 

- sadomasochist n, sadomasochistic /-.masa'kistik/ adj 
sad sack n, NAm an inept person - infml 

sae /.esay'ee/ n a stamped addressed envelope 
'safari /sa'fahn/ n (the caravan and equipment oO a hunting or scientific 
expedition, esp in E Afnca (Ar safariy of a tnp] - safari n 
’safari adj made of lightweight material, esp cotton, and typically having 
2 breast pockets and a belt garment 
sa'fari .park n a park stocked with usu big game animals (e g lions) so 
that visitors can observe them in natural-appeanng surroundings 
'safe /sayf/ adj 1 freed from harm or nsk 2 secure from threat of danger, 
harm, or loss 3 affording safety from danger 4a not threatening or 
entailing danger your dog b unlikely to cause controversy 
(^keeping to subjects} 5a not liable to take nsks b trustworthy, reliable 
6 being a constituency where the MP was elected with a large majonty 

- compare marginal (ME sauf, fr OF. fr L salvus safe, healthy, akin to 
L salus health, safety, salubns healthful, solidus solid, Gk holos whole, 
safe] ~ safe adv, safely adv, safeness n 

’safe n 1 a room or receptacle for the safe storage of valuables 2 a 
receptacle, esp a cupboard, for the temporary storage of fresh and cooked 
foods that typically has at least I side of wire mesh to allow ventilation 
while preventing flies from entenng 

'safe.biower /-.bloh a/ n a safecracker who uses explosives - safeblow- 
ing n 

'aafa,braakar /-.brayka/ n a safecracker - safebreaking n 
,safa-'conduct n (a document authonzing) protection given to a 
person passing through a military zone or occupied area [ME sauf 
conduit, fr OF. safe conduct] 
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'safe, cracker /-.kralo/ n one who breaks open safes to steal - safe- 
cracking n 

"safe, guard /-.gahd/ n l a pass, safe-conduct 2 a precautionary measure 
or stipulation [ME saufgsrde, fr MF ssufegarde, fr OF. fr viuve safe ^ 
garde guard] 

^safeguard vt 1 to provide a safeguard for 2 to make safe; protect 
.safe'keeping /-'keeping/ n keeping safe or being kept safe 
'safe.llght /-,Iiet/ n a darkroom lamp with a filter to screen out rays that 
are harmful to photographic film or paper 

'safe .period n the time during or near the menstrual period when 
conception is least likely to occur 

safety /’sayfti/ n 1 the condition of being safe from causing or sufTenng 
hurt, injury, or loss 2 safety catch 3 a billiard shot made with no 
attempt to score or so as to leave the balls in an unfavourable position for 
the opponent [ME saufie, fr MF sauvete, fr OF, fr sauve, fern of sauf 
safe] 

'safety .belt n a belt fastening a person to an object to prevent falling 
or injury 

'safety .catch n a device (e g on a gun or machine) designed to prevent 
accidental use 

'safety .curtain n a fireproof curtain which can isolate the stage from 
the auditorium in case of fire 

'safety .glass n glass strengthened by tempering so that when broken. 

It shatters into relatively safe rounded granules 
'safety .lamp n a miner’s lamp constructed to avoid ignition of inflam- 
mable gas, usu by enclosing the flame in wire gauze 
'safety .match n a match capable of being ignited only on a specially 
prepared surface 

'safety .pin n a pin in the form of a clasp with a guard covenng its point 
when fastened 

'safety .razor n a razor with a guard for the blade 
'safety .valve n 1 an automatic escape or relief valve (e g for a steam 
boiler) 2 an outlet for pent-up energy or emotion <a ^ for life\ 
frustraiions) 

safflower /‘sa,nowa / n (a red dye prepared from the large orange or red 
flower heals oO an Old World composite plant [MF safUeur, fr Olt 
saffiore, fr Ar asfar a yellow plant] 

saffron /’safron. 'safran/ n 1 (the deep orange aromatic pungent dried 
stigmas, used to colour and flavour foods, oO a purple-flowered crocus 2 
orange-yellow [ME, fr OF safran, fr ML safranum, fr Ar zaTaran] 
saf ranine /safranin, -neen/, safranin /-nin/ n 1 a usu red synthetic dye 
2 any of vanous mixtures of safraninc salts used in dyeing and for staining 
specimens for microscopy [ISV, fr F or G safran saffron] 

'sag /sag/ vi -gg- 1 to droop, sink, or settle (as iQ from weight, pressure, 
or loss of tautness 2 to lose firmness or vigour (^spints -ging from 
overwork^ 3 to fail to stimulate or retain interest ged a bit in the last 
act} [ME saggen, prob of Scand ongin, akin to Sw sacka to sag] 
>sag/i 1 a sagging part (.the in a rope} 2 an instance or amount of 
sagging IS inevitable in a heavy unsupported span} 
saga /'sahga/ n 1 (a modern heroic narrative resembling) a medieval 
Icelandic narrative dealing with histone or legendary figures and events 
2 a long detailed account 3 a roman-fleuve [ON - more at ‘saw] 
sagacious /sa'gayshas/ a4/ 1 of keen and farsighted judgment judge 

of character} 2 prompted by or indicating acute discernment pur- 
chase of stock} [L sagac-, sagax, akin to L sagire to percave keenly - 
more at seek] - sagacioualy adv, sagaciousness, sagacity /so'gasati/ n 
'sage /sayj/ adj 1 wise on account of reflection and expenence 2 
proceeding from or indicating wisdom and sound judgment < counsel) 
[ME, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL sapius, fr L sapere to taste, have good taste, ■ 
be wise, akin to OE sefa mind, Oscan stpus knowing] ~ sagely adv, 
lageneai n 

*sage n I sby (e g a great philosopher) renowned for wise teachings 2 a 
venerable man of sound judgment 

*sage n 1 a plant of the mint family whose greyish green aromatic leaves 
are used esp in flavouring meat 2 sagebrush [ME, fr MF sauge, fr L 
salvia, fr salvus healthy - more at saff; fr its use as a medicinal herb] 
'sags,brugh /-.brush/ n any of several composite undershrubs that cover 
large areas of plains in the W USA 

sage cheese n a cheese (e g Derby) flecked with green and flavoured 
with sage 

eage 'green adj or n greyish green 

saggar /saga/ n a box made of fireclay in which delicate ceramic pieces 
are fired [prob alter, of safeguard] 

sagittal /sajitl/ adj 1 of the join between the parietal bones that 
stretches from the front to the back of the top of the skull 2 of. situated 


in, or being (a plane parallel to) the middle plane or midline of the body 
[L sagitta arrow] - sagittally adv 

Sagittarius /.saji'tean as/ n (sby bom under) the 9th si^n of the zodiac 
in astrology, pictured as a centaur shooting an arrow symbol [L, 
lit , archer, fr sagitta] - Sagittarlan /-n an/ adj or n 
sagittate /'sajuayt/ adj, of a plant or animal part, esp a leaf shaped like 
an arrowhead j pi ant [L sagitta] 

sago /'saygoh/ n. pi sagos a dry powdered starch prepared from the pith 
of a sago palm and used esp as a food (e g in a milk pudding) [Malay sagu 
sago palm] 

'sago .palm n any of vanous tall Indian and Malaysian palms that yield 
sago 

saguaro /sa'gwahroh/ n, pi saguaros a treelike cactus of N American 
and Mexican deserts with a tall (sparsely branched) trunk, white flowers, 
and an edible fruit [MexSp] 

sahib /’sah-(h)ib/ n sir, master - used, esp among Hindus and Muslims 
in colonial India, when addressing or speaking of a European of some 
social or official status [Hindi sahib, fr Ar] 
said /sed/ adj aforementioned [pp of say] 

saiga z'seig;)/ n an antelope of the Asian plains that has a swollen snout 
[Russ sa/]ga] 

'sail /sayi/ n, pi sails, (Ib) sail also sails la an expanse of fabric which 
IS spread to catch or deflect the wind as a means of propelling a ship, sand 
yacht, etc b (a ship equipped with) sails 2 sthg like a sail in function or 
form (the of a windmill) 3 a voyage by ship {a 5-day ^ from the 

nearest port) [ME, fr OE segl, akin to OHG segal sail, I- secare to cut 
more at 'saw] - sailed adi - under sail in motion with sails set 
>sail VI la to travel in a boat or ship b to make journeys in or manage a 
sailing boat for pleasure 2a to travel on water, esp by the action of wind 
on sails b to move without visible effort or iii a stately manner < — cd 
gracefully into the nxim ~ L C Douglas,> 3 to begin a journey by water 
with the tide) - vt 1 to travel over (a body of water) m a ship 
the 7 seas) 2 to direct or manage the operation of (a ship or boat) - 
sailable adj - sail into to attack vigorously or sharply (sailed into his 
dinner j (sailed into me for being late) ~ sail close to the wind 1 to sail 
as nearly as possible against the mam force of the wind 2 to l>c near to 
dishonesty or improper behaviour 

'sail, board A, bawd/ n a flat buoyant board that isj^uipped with a sail, 
centre board, and rudder and is used in the sport of wind-surfing 
'saii.boat /-.boht/ n, chiefly NAm saii ing boat 
'sail, cloth /-.kloth/ n a heavy canvas used for sails, tents, or upholstery, 
also a lightweight canvas used for clothing 

'sail.fish /-.fish/ any of a genus of large marine fishes related to the 
swordfish but having a very large dorsal fin 
'sailing .boat /'saylmg/ n a boat fitted with sails for propulsion 
'sailing .ship n a ship fitted with sails for propulsion 
sailor /sayb/ n la a seaman, mariner b a member ot a ship's crew other 
than an officer 2 a traveller by water, esp one considered with reference 
to any tendency to seasickness (a bad [alter of sailer, fr 'sail 
V *-er] 

'sailor .collar n a broad collar that has a square flap across the back and 
tapers to a V in the front 

sailplane Aayl.playn/ n a glider designed to rise in an upward air 
current - sailplane vi, sailplaner n 

sainfoin /'san,foyn/ n a Eurasian red or pink-flowered leguminous plant 
widely grown for forage [F, fr MF. fr sain healthy (fr L sanus) + foin 
hay. fr L fenum] 

saint /saynt; before a name usu s(3)nt/ n 1 a person officially recognized 
through canonization as being outstandingly holy and so worthy of 
veneiation 2a any of the spints of the departed in heaven b angel I 
(Saint Michael the Archangel) 3 any (of various Chnstian groups 
regarding themselves as) of God’s chosen people 4 a person of outstand- 
ing piety or virtue [ME, fr MF, fr LL sanctus, fr L, sacred, fr pp of sancire 
to make sacred - more at sacred] - sainthood /•Mood/ n, saintlike adj, 
saintly adj, saintliness n 

Saint .Agnas* 'Eve /s(9)nt 'agnis(i7)/ n the ni^t of January 20, when 
a girl IS traditionally held to see her future husband in a dream [5/ Agnes 
t304 virgin martyr] 

Saint .Andrew's 'cross /androohz/ n a cross consisting of 2 inter- 
secting diagonal bars symbol [St Andrew t ab ad 60, 1 of the 12 
apostles] 

Saint 'Andrew's .Day n November 30 observed in honour of St 
Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland 

Saint .Anthony's fire /'antaniz; also 'anth-/ n any of several inflam- 
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mations or gangrenous conditions (e g erysipelas or ergotism) of the skin 
[St Anthony t356 Egyptian monk] 

Saint Bernard /'buhndd/ n (any oO a Swiss alpine breed of tall 
powerful working dogs used, esp formerly, in aiding lost travellers (the 
hospice of Grand St Bernard, Switzerland, where such dogs were first 
bred] 

Saint 'David's ,Day /'dayvidz/ n March 1 observed in honour of St 
David, the patron saint of Wales [Sf David 1601 W bishop] 

Saint .Elmo's 'fire /'elmohz/ n a flame-like electrical discharge some- 
times seen in stormy weather at prominent points (e g on an aeroplane, 
ship, or building) [St Elmo (Erasmus) 1303 It bishop Sl patron saint of 
sailors] 

Saint 'George's .Day /'jawjiz/ n Apnl 2'! observed in honour of St 
George, the patron saint of England [St George tab 303 Christian 
martyr] 

Saint-. John's-'virort /jonz/ n any of a genus of plants and shrubs with 
often showy yellow flowers [St John the Baptist ft ah 21 prophet] 
Saint 'Patrick's .Day /'patnks/ n March 17 observed in honour of St 
Patnck, the patron saint of Ireland [St Patnck fab 461 Chnstian 
missionary] 

'saint's .day /'saynts/ n a day in a church calendar on which a saint is 
commemorated 

Saint 'Swithin's .Day Awidh(a)nz/ July IS that traditionally indi- 
cates 40 days of rain if rainy or 40 dry days if dry [5r Swuhin tS62 E 
bishop] 

Saint 'Valentine's .Day /‘valantienz/ n February 14 observed in 
honour of St Valentine and as a time for sending valentines [5r Valentine 
tab 270 It pnest] 

Saint .Vitus's 'dance Z'vietasfiz)/ n chorea [5r Vitus, 3rd-c Chnstian 
child martyr] 

saith /seth, sayth/ archaic pres 3 sing of say 
saithe /sayth/ n, pi saithe a coley (of Scand origin, akin to ON seithr 
coalfish] 

'sake /sayk/ n [ME, dispute, guilt, purpose, fr OE sacu guilt, action at 
law, akin to OHG sahha action at law, cause, OE secan to seek - more 
at srhic] - for the sake of, for someone's/something's sake 1 for th(* 
purpose of <for the sake of argument^ 2 so as to get, keep, or improve 
<for conscience sake) (^study Latin for its own sakc> 3 so as to help, 
please, or honour <,to go to the sea for the sake of the children ) <for old 
times ' sake) -for CiknlVgoodncss/Heaven ’s/pity's sake - used in protest 
or supplication 

‘sake, saki /"sahki/ n a Japanese alcoholic drink of fermented nee [Jap 
sake] 

saker /'sayka/ n a large Old World falcon used in falconry [ME sagn.. 
fr MF sacre, fr Ar saqr] 

saki /’sahki/ n any of several S Amcncan long-tailed monkeys [F, fr Tupi 
sagui] 

Sakti /'s(h)ahkti/ n Shakti - Saktism /-.iiz(3)in/ n 
sal /sal/ n (the wood oQ an E Indian timber tree (Hindi sal, fr Skt 
.sa/a] 

'salaam /sa'lahm/ n 1 a ceremonial greeting m E countnes 2 an 
obeisance made by bowing low and placing the nght palm on the forehead 
[Ar $a/am, lit , peace] 

‘salaam vb to perform a salaam (to) 

salable, saleable /'saybbl/ adj capable of being o, fit to be sold - 
salability / 'bibti/ n 

salacious /sa'layshas/ ad; 1 arousing or appealing to sexual desire 2 
lecherous, lustful [L salac-, salax fond of leaping, lustful, fr saJire to leap 
- more at sai ly] - salaciously adv, salaciousness n 
salad /'salad/ n la (mixed) raw vegetables (e g lettuce, watercress, 
tomato) often served with a dressing b a dish of raw or (cold) cooked 
foods often cut into small pieces and combined with a dressing ^fruit -- > 
2 a vegetable or herb eaten raw (in salad), esp lettuce (ME salade, fr MF, 
fr OProv salada, fr salar to salt, fr sai salt, fr L - more at sai i] 
salad .days n pi time of youthful mcxpenence or indiscretion <^my ^ 
when I was green in judgment ~ Shak) 

'salad .oil n an edible vegetable oil (e g olive oil) used in salad dress- 
ings 

salamander /'sala.manda, .-'‘-/ n 1 a mythical animal with the power 
to endure fire without harm 2^any of numerous scaleless amphibians 
superficially resembling lizards DhKENCt [ME salamandre, fr MF, 
fr L saJamandra, fr Gk] - salamandrine /-dnn/ adj 
salami /sa'lahmi/ n, p/salamis a highly seasoned, esp pork, sausage often 
containing garlic [It, pi of saJame salami, fr salare to salt, fr sale salt, fr 
L sal - more at salt] 


salary /'sabn/ n a fixed usu monthly payment for regular services, esp 
of a nonmanual kind - compare wagf [ME salane, fr L salanum salt 
money, pension, salary, fr neut of salanus of salt, fr sal salt - more at salt) 

- salaried adj 

salbutamol /sal'byoohta.mol/ n a synthetic drug used in the treatment 
of asthma to relax the muscles of the bronchioles of the lungs and make 
breathing easier [sal (salt, fr L) > butyl + amm- * -oI\ 
salchow /'salkow/ n a jump in ice-skating with a turn m the air [Ulnch 
Salchow 2()th-c Sw skating champion] 

sale /sayl/ n 1 the act or an instance of selling, specif the transfer of 
ownership of and title to property or goods from one person to another 
for a price 2a opportunity of selling or being sold (^counting dn a large 
for the new product^ b quantity sold - often pi with sing, meaning 
(^total ^ s rose last year) 3 an event at which goods are offered for sale 
<an antiques ^ > 4 public disposal to the highest bidder S a selling of 
goods at bargain pnees 6a pi operations and activities involved in 
promoting and selling goods or services (^manager in charge of b 
gross receipts obtained from selling [ME, fr OE sala, fr ON - more at 
sfll] - on/for sale available for purchase 
saleable /'saybbl/ adj salable 

salep /'sabp/ n the starchy dned tubers of vanous Old World orchids 
used for food [F or Sp, fr Ar dial, sahlab, alter of Ar (khu^y ath-) tha 'lab, 
lit , testicles of the fox] 

saleratus /.sab'raytas/ n, NAm a raising agent consisting of potassium 
or sodium bicarbonate [NL sal aeratus aerated salt] 
saleroom /'saylroohm, - room/ n, chiefly Br a place where goods are 
displayed for sale, esp by auction 
sales /saylz/ adj of, engaged in. or used in selling 
'sales,clerk /-.klahk; NAm -.kluhk/ n shop ASsisTAhrr 
'sales,girl /-.guhl/ n a female shop assistant 
'sales.lady /-.laydi/ n a female shop assistant 
'salesman /-man/, fern 'sales,woman n, pi salesmen /-/, fern 'saJes- 
, women a salesperson - salesmanship n 

'sales,per80n /-,puhs(a)n/ n sby employed to sell goods or a service (e g 
in a shop or within an assigned terntory) 

'sales repre,8entative n a person who travels, usu in an assigned 
terntory, to win orders for his/her firm’s goods 
sail- comb form salt <sali/croii.s> [L, fr sal - more at salt] 

Salic /'saylik, 'salik/ adj of or being a Frankish people that settled on the 
Ijssel nver early in the 4th c [MF or ML, MF salique, fr ML Salicus, fr 
LL Salii Salic Franks] 

salicin /'salism/ n a bitter glucoside obtained from the bark and leaves 
of any of several willows and used m medicine like salicylic acid [F 
salicine, fr I sjhc-, sahx willow - more at ‘sai tow] 

.Salic 'law / v!.ltk/ n the legal code of the Salic Franks, also a rule held 
to denve from this code excluding females from succession to a throne 
salicylate /sa'lisilayt/ n a salt or ester of salicylic acid 
sali.cylic acid /.sali'silik/ n an acid whose denvatives (e g aspinn) are 
used to relieve pain and fever [ISV, fr the radical salicyl] 

'salient /'saylyant, -li ant/ adj 1 pointing upwards or outwards <a ~ 
a/ig/e> 2a projecting beyond a line or level b standing out conspicuously 
<- charactensticsy [L salient-, saliens, prp of salire to leap - more at 
sAi I y] - saliently adv, salience Aans/, sahency n 
‘salient n an v>atwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, 
or line of defence 

salientian /,sayli'ensh(a)n/ n any of an order of amphibians including 
the frogs and toads, that lack a tail as adults and have long hind limbs 
suited to leaping and swimming [denv of L salient-, saliens] - salientiaB 
adj, salient Asaylyant. -Ii ant/ adj 

saline /sa'liena/ n a salt marsh, lake, spnng, etc [Sp, fr L sabnae 
saltworks, fr fern pi of salinus] 

'saline /'say.licn/ adj 1 (consisting) of, containing, or resembling salt <a 
solutiony I esp of a purgative containing salts of potassium, sodium, 
or magnesium [ME, fr L salinus, fr sal salt - more at salt] - salinity 
/sa'Iinati/ n 

‘saline n 1 a purgative salt of potassium, sodium, or magnesium 2 a saline 
solution (similar in concentration to body fluids) 

Salish Asaylish/ n a language stock of the Mosan phylum lan. 
GUACE - Salisbaa adj 

saliva /sa'lieva/ n a slightly alkaline mixture of water, protein, salts, and 
often enzymes that is secreted into the mouth by glands, and that 
lubneates ingested food and often begins the breakdown of starches [L 
- more at ^sallow] - salivary /’salivfain/ adj 
salivate Asalivayt/ vi to have an (excessive) flow of saliva - salivation 
/-'vaysh(a)n/ n 
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Salk vaccina /sawlk/ n a vaccine against polio [Jonas SaJk 6 1914 US 
physician] 

aallat /'salit/ n a light I Sth-c helmet with a projection over the neck [ME. 
fr MF saJJade] 

sallay /'sali/ n, chiefly dial a sallow [by alter ] 

'sallow /'saJoh/ n any of various Old World broad-leaved willows some 
of which are important sources of charcoal [ME, fr OE sealh: akin to 
OHG salha sallow, L salix willow] 

*sallOW adj of a sickly yellowish colour [ME salowe, fr OE salu, akin to 
OHG salo murky, L saliva spittle] - sallowlsh adj, sallowness n 
'sally /'sail/ adj, chiefly dial sallow 

*sally n 1 a rushing forth; esp a sortie of troops from a besieged position 
2a a bnef outbreak <a of rage') b a witty or penetrating remark 3 a 
short excursion; a jaunt [MF saiihe, fr OF, fr sailhr to rush forwards, fr 
L salire to leap; akin to Gk hallesthai to leap] 

’sally vi 1 to rush out or issue forth suddenly 2 to set out (e g on a journey) 
- usu forth 

salmagundi /.salma'gundi/ n 1 a dish of chopped meats, anchovies, 
eggs, and vegetables often arranged m rows for contrast 2 a mixture 
composed of many usu unrelated elements [F salmigondis] 
salmi /'salmi/ n a ragout of partly roasted game stewed in a rich wine 
sauce [F salmis, short for salmigondis] 

salmon /saman/ n, pi salmon, esp for different types salmons 1 (any of 
vanous fishes related to) a large soft-finned game and food fish of the N 
Atlantic that is highly valued for its pink flesh 2 orangy-pink [ME 
samon, fr MF, fr L salmon-, salmo] - salmonoid /salma.noyd/ adj 
salmonalla /.salma'nela/ n, p/salmonellae /-li/, salmonellas, salmonella 
any of a genus of bactena that cause diseases, esp food poisoning, in 
warm-blooded animals [NL, genus name, fr Daniel E Salmon 11914 US 
vetennarian] - salmonellosis /.salmane'lohsis/ n 
salmon trout n sea trout 

salon /salonh/ n 1 an elegant reception room or living room 2 a 
gathering of literary figures, statesmen, etc held at the home of a 
prominent person and common in the 17th and I8th c 3 cap an 
exhibition esp in France, of works of art by living artists 4 a stylish 
business (establishment or shop <a beauty [F] 
saloon /sa'loohn/ n 1 a public apartment or hall (eg a ballroom, 
exhibition room, or shipboard social area) 2 a railway carnage with no 
compartments $ Bran enclosed motor car havmg no partition between 
the dnver and passengers 4a Br saloon bar b NAm a room or estab- 
lishment in which alcoholic beverages are sold and consumed [F salon, 
fr It salone, aug of sala hall, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG sal hall; akin 
to Lith sala village] 

sa'Ioon ,bar n, Br a comfortable, well-fumished, and often relatively 
expensive bar in a public house - compare public bar 
Salopian /sa'Iohpi-an/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant) of Shropshire 
[Salop, alternative name of Shropshire] 

salping-, salpingo* comb form salpinx <salpingiris)<salpingec/oiny> 
[NL. fr salping-, salpinx] 

salpinx /'salpmgks/ n, pi salpinges /sal'pinjeez/ 1 Eustachian tube 2 
FALLOPIAN tube [NL salpIng-, salpinx, fr Gk, trumpet] 
salsify /salsifie, -fi/ n (the long tapering edible root oO a European 
composite plant [F salsifis, modif of It sassefnca, fr LL saxifnca, any of 
vanous herbs, fr L saxum rock + fncare to rub - more at saxifrage, 
friction] 

'salt /sawlt, solt/ n la sodium chlonde, occurnng naturally esp as a 
mineral deposit and dissolved in sea water, and used esp for seasoning or 
preserving b any of numerous compounds resulting from replacement of 
(part oO the hydrogen ion of an acid by a (radical acting like a) metal c 
pi (1) a mixture of the salts of alkali metals or magnesium (e g Epsom 
salts) used as a purgative (2) smelling salts 2a an ingredient that 
imparts savour, piquancy, or zest b sharpness of wit 3 an expenenced 
sailor <a tale worthy of an old 4 a saltcellar [ME, fr OE sealv, akin 

to OHG sa/z salt, L sal, Gk hals salt, sea] - saltlike adj - above/below 
the salt placed, esp seated, in a soaally advantageous/disadvantageous 
position > worth one's salt worthy of respect; competent, effective 
*11111 vr 1 to treat, provide, season, or preserve with common salt or bnne 
2 to give flavour or piquancy to (e g a story) 3 to enrich (e g a mine) 
fraudulently by adding valuable matter, esp mineral ores 4 to spnnkle (as 
lO with a salt <^ing clouds with silver iodide) - salter n 
*Mlt at^ la saline, salty b bemg or inducing a taste similar to that of 
common salt that is one of the 4 basic taste sensations - compare bitter, 
SOUR, SWEET 2 cured or seasoned with salt; salted pork) 3 contain- 
ing. overflowed by, or growing in salt water <a marsh) 4 sharp, 
pungent <a ^ wit - John Buchan) - saltncas n 


saltarello /.saltd'reloh/ n, pfsalterellos an Italian dance with a lively hop 
step beginning each measure [It, fr saltare to leap, fr L] 
salt away vt to put by in reserve, save ^salted his money away) 
'saltbush /-.boosh/ n an orache, esp one that is an imponant grazing 
plant in dry regions 

'saltcellar /-.seb/ n a cruet for salt [ME salt saler, fr salt + saler salt 
cellar, fr MF. fr L salanus of salt - more at sai ary] 

'salt .dome n a dome-shaped arch in sedimentary rock that has a mass 
of rock salt as its core 

saltern /'sawltan, 'soltan/ n a place where salt is made (e g by boiling sea 
water) [OE sealtem, fr sealt salt arm house, akin to ON rann 
house] 

salting /'sawltmg, 'solting/ n. chiefly Br a marshy area flooded regularly 
by tides - usu pi with sing, meaning [fr gerund of 'salt] 
saltire /'saltie a/ n a diagonal heraldic cross [ME sautire, fr MF saultoir 
X-shaped animal barricade that can be jumped over by people, saltire, fr 
saulter to jump, fr L saltare, fr saltus, pp of salire to leap, jump] 
salt .lick n LICK 3 

salt marsh n flat land frequently flooded by seawater 
.salt of the 'earth n an individual or group exhibiting essential human 
qualities (eg honesty or humour) [fr reference in Matt 5 13] 
salt out vb to precipitate or separate (a dissolved substance) from a 
solution by the addition of salt 

'salt.pan /-.pan/ n a depression (e g made in rock) or vessel for evaporat- 
ing bnne 

.saltpetre, NAm saltpeter /-'peeta/ n poiassium nitrate [alter of 
earlier salpeter, fr ME, fr MF salpetre, fr ML sal pcirae, lit , salt of the 
rock] 

.saltwater /-'wawta/ adj of, living in, or being salt water 
'saltwort /-.wuht/ n any of a genus of plants of the giKiscfixit family that 
grow esp in salty habitats 

salty Aawiti, 'solti/ adj 1 of, seasoned with, or containing salt 2 having 
a taste of (too much) salt 3a piquant, witty b earthy, coarse - saltily adv, 
saltiness n 

salubrious /sa'l(y)oohbn 3s/ adj 1 favourable to health or well-being <a 
^ climate) 2 RE.sptcn able 2 (.not a very - distnct> [L salubns ~ more 
at safe] - salubriously adv, salubriousness, salubrity /sa'Ioohbrati/ n 
saluki /so'loohki/ n (any oO a N Afncan and Asian breed of tall slender 
keen-eyed silky-coated hunting dogs [Ar saluqiy of4aluq. fr Saluq Saluq. 
ancient city in Arabia] 

salutary /'salyoot(a)n/ adj havmg a beneficial or edifying effect [MF 
*salutaire, fr L salutans, fr salut-, salus health] - saiutariness n. salutarily 
/-trail/ adv 

salutation /,salyoo'taysh(a)n/ n la an expression of greeting or courtesy 
by word or gesture b pi regards 2 the word or phrase of greeting (e g Dear 
Sir) that conventionally comes immediately before the body of a letter or 
speech [‘saluil t -ation] - salutational, salutatory /s3'l(y)oohtat(a)n/ 
adj 

'salute /S9'l(y)ooht/ vt 1 to address with expressions of greeting, good- 
will, or respect 2a to honour by a conventional military or naval 
ceremony b to show respect and recognition to (a military supenor) by 
a.ssuming a presenbed position c to praise <^d her courage) 3 archaic 
to become apparent to (one of the senses) ^ vi to make a salute [ME 
saluten, fr L salutare, fr salut-, salus health, safety, greeting ■ more at 
saff] - saluter n 

’salute /I 1 a greeting, salutation 2a a sign or ceremony expressing 
goodwill or respect (the festival was a /o the arts) b an act of saluting 
a military superior, also the position (e g of the hand or weapon) or the 
entire attitude of a person saluting a supenor 
'salvage /'salvij/ n la compensation paid to those who save property 
from loss or damage; esp compensation paid for saving a ship from 
wreckage or capture b the act of saving or rescuing a ship or its cargo 
c the act of saving or rescuing property in danger (e g from fire) 2a 
property saved from a calamity (e g a wreck or fire) b sthg of use or value 
extracted from waste material [F. fr MF. fr salver to save - more at 
■save] 

’salvage vt to rescue or save (e g from wreckage or rum) - salvager n, 
salvageable adj, salvageability /-'bibti/ n 

salvation /sarvaysh(a)n/ n 1 (an agent or means which effects) deliver- 
ance from ttie power and effects of sin 2 deliverance from danger, 
difficulty, or destruction [ME, fr OF, fr LL salvation-, salvatio, fr 
salvatus, pp of salvare to save - more at 'save] - salvational adj 
$al.vatlon 'Army n an international Christian group organized on 
military lines and founded in 1 86S by William Booth for evangelizing and 
performing social work among the poor 
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salvationitm Aarvaysh3,ni7(3)m/ n religious teaching emphasizing the 
saving of the soul 

Salvationist AalVayshamst/ n a member of the Salvation Army - 
lalvationist adj, often cap 

'salve /salv, sahv/ n I an ointment for application to wounds or sores 2 
a soothing influence or agency (a ^ to their hurt ieehngs^ [ME, fr OE 
sealf, akin to OHG salba salve, Gk oipe oil flask] 

‘salve vt 1 to remedy (as lO with a salve 2 to case a troubled 
conscience^ 

salver /'salva/ n a tray; esp an ornamental tray (e g of silver) on which 
food or beverages are served or letters and visiting cards are presented 
[modif of F salve, fr Sp salva sampling of lood to detect poison, tray, fr 
salvar to save, sample fcxid to detect poison, fr LL \alvarc to save - more 
at 'savf] 

salvia Aalvi-a/ n any of a genus of herbs or shrubs of the mint family, 
esp one grown for ns scarlet or purple flowers [NL, genus name, fr L. 
sage - more at 'sAnp] 

salvo Aalvoh/ n. pi salvos, salvoes la a simultaneous discharge of 2 or 
more guns or missiles in military or naval .action or as a salute b the 
release at one moment of several bombs or missiles from an aircraft 2 a 
sudden or emphatic burst (c g of cheering or approbation) [It saJva, fr F 
salve, fr L, hail’, imper of salvere to be healthy, fr salvus healthy - more 
at saff] 

sal volatile /.sal va'Iatili/ n an aromatic solution of ammonium carbon- 
ate in alcohol or ammonia water used as smelling salts [NL. In , volatile 
salt) 

salvor /'salv;i/ n a person or ship making a salvage .it sea [saA'age 
t -o/J 

samara /'samara/ rKrY9 [Nl.frL seed of the elm) 

Samaritan /sa'niarn(a)r.,' n 1 a native oi inhabitant of ancient Samana 
2a often not cap one who selflessly gives aid to those in distress b a 
member of an organization that ofTcrs help to those in despair [ME, fr 
LL samanldnus, n & adj, fr Gk samantes inhabitant of Samaria, fr 
Samaria, distnct & city of ancient Palestine, (2) fr the parable of the good 
Samaritan, Lk 10 30-^7] - .Samaritan adj, often cap 
samarium /sa'mean am/ n a metallic tr.insition clement used esp i . 
alloys that form permanent magnets . / im Rinnir tabi l [NL, fr F 
samarskite a mineral, fr Colonel von Samarski I9th-c Russ mine offi- 
cial] 

samba /'samba/ n (the music for) a Brazilian dance of Afncan origin 
characterized by a dip and spring upwards ai each beat of the music [Pg] 

- samba vi 

sambar, sambur /'sahmba. 'sam-/ n a large Asian deer wuh 3-poinicd 
antlers and long coarse haii on the throat [Hindi s'aoar, fr .ski 
sambara] 

sambo /'samboh/ n, often tap 1 sby of ’<i Negro ancestry 2 a Negro - 
derog [AmerSp /ambo Negro, mulatto] 

'same /saym/ adj I being 1 single thing, person, or group, identical <w«ir 
the shoes for a week} - often as an intensive (bom in this very ^ 
house) 2 being the specified one or tmes - ♦ as or that (made the -- 
mistake as last time) 3 corresponding so closely as to be indistinguishable 
(2 brothers have the ^ nose) [ME. fr ON samr, akin to OHG sania same. 
L similis like, simul together, at the same tunc, sem- one, Gk homos same. 
hama together, hen-, heis one] - at the same time for all that, neverthe- 
less 

‘same pron, pi same I the same thing, person, or group (do the for 
you) (happy Chnstmas' Same to youf) 2 sthg previously mentioned 
(ordered a dnnk and refused to pay for ^ > 

• ‘same adv in the same manner - 4 the (2 words spelt the ^ > 

sameness /'saymms/ n I identity, similarity 2 monotony, iiniforn • 
['same 4 -ness] 

samisen /’sami.scn/ n a 3-stnnged Japanese musical instrument resem- 
bling a banjo [Jap] 

samizdat /'samizdat/ n a system in the USSR by which literature 
'suppressed by the government is clandestinely printed and distributed, 
also such literature [Russ, lit , scif-publishing] 
samlet Aamlit/ n a parr [irrcg fr salmon ^ -let] 

Samoan /sa'moh an/ /? I a native ^>r inhabitant of Samoa 2 the 

Polynesian language of the Samoans -f’ lanohacfF [Samoa, group of 

islands in the Pacific Ocean] - Samoan adj 

samovar Aamavah, ,-'-/ n a metal urn with a tap at its base and an 

interior heating tube, that is used, esp in Russia, to boil water for tea 

[Russ, fr samo- self f vanf to boil] 

Samoyed also Samoyede /.samoy'cd, .sama'yed; sense 2 sa'moy,cd/ n 1 
a member of a people of the coastal regions of the N USSR and NW 


Siberia 2 (any oO a Sibenan breed of deep-chested thick coated white or 
cream sledge dogs [Russ samoed] - Samoyed adj, Samoycdic 
/..samoy'edik, .sama'yedik/ adj 

samp /samp/ n, NAm (a boiled porridge made from) coarsely ground 
maize [Narranganset nasaump com mush] 
sampan /’sam.pan/ n a small flat-bottomed boat used in nvers and 
harbours in the Far East [Chin (Pek) san' pan\ fr sa/i' three + pan' board, 
plank] 

samphire /'sam.fie a/ n 1 a European seacoast rock plant of the carrot 
family whose fleshy leaves are sometimes eaten boiled and pickled 2 
glasswort [alter of earlier samptere, fr MF (herbe de) Saint Pierre, lit , 

St Peter’s herb] 

'sample /"sahmpl/ n 1 an item serving to show the character or quality 
of a larger whole or group 2 a part of a statistical population whose 
properties arc studied to gam information about the whole [ME, fr MF 
essample, fr L exemplum - more at example] 

‘sample vt sampling /'sahmpl ing, 'sahmpling/ to take a sample of or 
from, esp to test the quality of by a sample <^d his output for 
defects) 

‘sample adj intended as an example 

'sampler /‘sahmpb/ n a decorative piece of needlework typically having 
letters or verses embroidered on it m various stitches as an example of 
skill 

‘sampler n 1 sby or sthg that collects, prepares, or examines samples 2 
NAm a collection of representative specimens (a ^ of 18 poets) 
sampling /’sahmpling/ n 1 a small (statistical) sample 2 the act, 
pr(xes.s, or technique of selecting a suitable sample 
samsara /sam'sahra/ n the Hindu cycle of indefimtely repeated reincar- 
nation [Skt samsarj, lit . passing through] 

samsoe /samroh/ n a Danish cheese with a firm texture, mild slightly 
sweet flavour, and a few medium-sized holes [Samsp, island in Den- 
mark] 

Samuel /'samyal, samyooal/ n (either of 2 narrative and histoncal books 
of the Old Testament telling oO the early Hebrew judge who anointed first 
Saul, then David as king [LL, fr Gk Samouel, fr Heb Shemu*el\ 
samurai /'sam(y)oo,rie/ n, pi samurai 1 a military retainer of a Japanese 
feudal baron 2 the warnor aristocracy of Japan [Jap] 
sanative /'sanativ/ adj having the power to heal - fml [ME sanatif, fr 
MF, fr LL sanativus, fr L sanatus, pp of sanare to cure, fr sanus 
healthy] 

sanatorium /.sana'tawn-am/ n, pi sanatoriuma, sanatoria /-n-a/ an 
estabhshmei t that provides therapy, rest, or recuperation for conva- 
lescents, ihe t ’ironically ill, etc [NL, fr LL, ncut of sanatonus curative, 
tr sanafus] 

sanctify /'sangkti.fie/ vt 1 to set apart for a sacred purpose or for 
religious use 2 to free from sin 3 to give moral or social sanction to 4 
to make i^ioductivc of holiness or piety (keep the sabbath day to it - 
Deul 5 12 (AV)> [ME sanctifien, fr MF sanctifier, fr LL sanctificare, fr 
L sanctus sacred - more at saini] - sanctification /-ri'kaysh(a)n/ n 
sanctimonious /.sangkti'mohnyas, -m as/ adj sclf-nghteous [L sancti- 
mania devoutness, fr sancru.s] sanctimoniously adv, sanctinonious* 
ness n 

'sanction /'’s<iagksh(a)n/ n 1 a formal ecclesiastical decree 2 sthg that 
makes an oath or moral precept binding 3 a penalty annexed to an offence 
4a a consideration that determines moral action or judgment b a mechan- 
ism of -.vvinl control (c g shame) for enforcing a society's standards c 
oflicial permission or authoritative ratification 5 an economic or military 
coercive measure adf’pted to force a nation to conform to international 
law [MF or L; MF, fr L sanction-, sanctio, fr sanctus, pp of sancire to 
make holy - more at sacrfd] 

‘sanction vt 1 to make valid, ratify 2 to give authontative consent to 
sanctity /sangklati/ n 1 holiness of life and character 2 the quality or 
Slate of being holy or sacred [ME saunctite, fr MF sainctete, fr L 
sanctitat-, sanctitas, fr sanctus sacred) 

sanctuary /'sangktyoo(a)n, -chan/ n 1 a consecrated place, eg a the 
ancient temple at Jerusalem or its holy of holies b the most .sacred part 
of a religious building, esp the part of a Chnstian church in which the altar 
is placed c a place (e g a church or a temple) for worship 2a(l) a place 
of refuge and protection (2) a refuge for (endangered) wildlife where 
predators are controlled and hunting is illegal (a bird ^ > b the immunity 
from law attached to a sanctuary [ME sanctuane, fr MF sainctuane, fr 
LL sanctuanum, fr L sanctus] 

sanctum /'sangktam/ n, pi sanctuma also sancta /-u/ a place of total 
pnvacy and secunty (e g a study) [LL, fr L, neut of sanctus sacred] 



san 


860 


.sanctum sanc'torum /sangk'tawnm/ n 1 holy of holies 2 a 
sanctum - humor [LL] 

Sanctus /sangklas/ n a hymn of adoration sung or said before the prayer 
of consecration in the celebration of the Eucharist [ME. fr LL Sanctus, 
sanctus, sanctus Holy. holy. holy, opening of a hymn sung by the angels 
m Isa 6 3] 

'Sanctus .bell n a bell rung by the server at important points dunng the 
Mtiss 

'sand /sand/ n 1 loose granular particles smaller than gravel and coarser 
than silt that result from the disintegration of (silica-nch) rocks 2 an area 
of sand; a beach - usu pi with smg. meaning 3 moments of time measured 
(as lO with an hourglass - usu pi with sing, meaning <//ie of this 
government run out very rapidly - H J Laski) 4 yellowish grey [ME, fr 
OE. akin to OHG sant sand. L sabulum, Gk psammos &. ammos sand. 
jxen to rub] 

’sand vt 1 to spnnkle (as lO with sand 2 to cover or choke with sand - 
usu + up 3 to smooth or dress by grinding or rubbing with an abrasive 
(e g sandpaper) - often f down - sander n 

sandal /sandl/ n a shoe consisting of a sole held on to the fo«)( by straps 
or thongs [ME sandahe, fr L sandaJium, fr Gk sandaJion, dim of 
sandalon sandal] 

'sandalwood /-.wood/ n 1 (the compact close-grained fragrant yellow- 
ish heartwood. used in ornamental carving and cabinetwork. oO an 
Indo-Malayan tree 2 (any of vanous trees yielding) fragrant wood similar 
to true sandalwood [sandaJ (sandalwood) (fr ME. fr MF. fr ML san- 
dalum, fr LGk santalon, denv of Skt candana, of Dravidian origin, akin 
to Tamil cantu sandalwood tree) t wood] 

'sandalwood .oil n any of several essential oils obtained from sandal- 
woods and used esp in perfumes and soaps 

sandarac /'sand3,rak/ n a resin obtained esp from an African tree of the 
pine family and used chiefly in making varnish and as incense [L 
sandaraca red colounng, fr Gk sandarake realgar, red pigment from 
realgar] 

'sandbag /'sand.bag/ n a bag filled with sand and used in usu temporary 
fortifications or constructions, as ballast, or as a weapon 
’sandbaci vt -gg- to barncade, stop up. or weight with sandbags 
'sandbank /-.bangk/ n a large deposit of sand, esp in a nver or coastal 
waters 

'sand, bar /-.bah/ n a sandbank 

'sand,blast /-.blahst/ vt or n (to treat with) a high-speed jet of sand 
propelled by air or steam (e g for cutting or cleaning glass or stone) - 

aandblaster n 

'sand-, blind adj, archaic having poor eyesight; purbhnd [ME, prob fr 
(assumed) ME samblind, fr OE sam- half ^ blind-, akin to OHG sa/n/- half 
- more at semi-] 

'sand.boy /-.boy/ n sby who is cheerfully absorbed or engrossed - chiefly 
in happy as a sandboy [sandboy (pedlar of sand)] 

'sand, castle /-.kahsl/ n a model of a castle made in damp sand, esp at 
the seaside 

'sand .crack n a fissure in the wall of a horse's hoof often causing 
lameness 

'sand .dollar n any of numerous flat circular sea urchins that live chiefly 
in shallow water on sandy bottoms 
'sand .aal n any of various silvery eel-like sea fishes 
sandarling /'sandaling/ n a small sandpiper with largely grey-and- white 
plumage [perh irreg fr sand + -ling] 

'sand .flaa n a sandhopper 

sand .fly n any of vanous small biting two-winged flies 
sandhi /^sandi/ n modification of a speech sound according to context 
(e g the pronunciation of -eJ as /d/ in glazed and as /{/ in paced) [Skt 
samdhi, lit., placing together] 

sandhopper /'sand.hopa/ n any of numerous crustaceans that live on 
beaches and leap like fleas 

'sand .martin o a small martin of the N hemisphere that usu nests in 
colonies in holes in banks of sand 

''sandpaper /-.paypa/ u paper to which a thin layer of sand has been 
glued for use as an abrasive; broadly any abrasive paper (e g glasspapcr) 

’sandpaper vt to rub (as iO with sandpaper 
'sand.piper /-.piepo/ a any of numerous small wading birds with longer 
bills than the plovers 

'sandiPit /'.pit/ n an enclosure containing sand for children to play in 
'sand.ahoe /-Ahooh/ n, chiefly Br a phmsoU 
'sand, stone /- 4 tobn/ o a sedunentary rock consisting of cemented 
(quartz) sand 


'sandstorm /-.stawm/ n a storm dnving clouds of sand, esp in a 
desert 

'sandwich /'san(d)wij, -wich/ n la two slices of usu buttered bread 
containing a layer of any of vanous sweet or savoury foods (e g meat, 
cheese, or jam); also a bread roll stuffed with a filling b a sponge cake 
containing a filling 2 sthg like a sandwich in having a layered or banded 
arrangement [John Montagu, 4th Earl of Sandwich tl792 E diplo- 
mat] 

’sandwich vt 1 to insert between 2 things of a different quality or 
character 2 to create room or time for - often f in or between 
’sandwich ad/ lofor used for sandwiches bread} 2 Br of a sandwich 

course 

'sandwich .board n either of 2 boards hung at the front of and behind 
the body by straps from the shoulders and used esp for advertising 
'sandwich .course n a British vocational course consisting of alternate 
penods of .some months’ duration in college and in employment 
'sandwich .man n sby who advertises a business by weanng sandwich 
boards 

sandwort /'sand.wuht/ n any of several usu short tufted plants of the 
pink family that grow usu in dry sandy regions 
sandy /sandi/ adj 1 consisting of, containing, or spnnklcd with sand 2 
resembling sand in colour or texture - sandiness n 
'sand .yacht n a light wheeled vehicle that is propelled by sails and is 
used for recreation and racing on sand 
sane /sayn/ adj (produced by a mind that is) mentally sound, able to 
anticipate and appraise the effect of one's actions [L sanus healthy, sane] 

- sanely adv, saneness n 
sang /sang/ past of sish 

sangfroid /.song'frwah/ n imjicrturbability, esp under strain [F 
sang-froid, lit., cold blood] 

sangrfa /sang'gree-a/, sangria /'sang-gn-o, '- / n a usu cold punch made 
of red wine, fruit juice, and soda water [Sp] 

sanguinary /'sang gwin(;>)ri/ adj 1 bloodthirsty, murderous 2 accom- 
panied by bl(X>dshcd 3 readily punishing with death USE fml [i. 
sanguinanus, fr sanguin-, sanguis blood] - sanguinarily /-gwinrali/ 
adv 

sanguine /'sang>gwin/ adj 1 (having the btxlily conformation and 
temperament marked by sturdiness, high colour, and cheerfulness held to 
be charactenstic of sby) having blood as the predominating bodily 
humour - used in medieval physiology 2 confident, optimistic 3a 
SANGUINARY I b ruddy USE (J) fml [ME sanguin, fr MF, fr L 
' sanguineus, fr sanguin-, sanguis] - sanguinity /-'gwinati/ n 
sanguineous /sang'gwim as/ adj of or containing blood [L san- 
guineus] 

Sanhedrin /'samdnn, san'hcednn. -’hednn/ n the supreme council and 
tribunal of the Jews before 70 AD headed by the High Priest and having 
religious, civil, and cnminal junsdiction [LHeb sanhedhrin gidholah 
great council] 

sanicle /'samkl/ n any of several plants of the carrot family whose roots 
were formerly used in medicine [ME, fr MF. fr ML sanicula] 
sanitary /'sanit(a)n/ adj 1 of or promoting health measures} 2 free 
from danger to health [F sanitaire, fr L sa/u/as] 

'sanitary .belt n a narrow belt which is worn to hold a sanitary towel 
in place 

'sanitary .towel n a disposable absorbent pad worn after childbirth or 
dunng menstruation to absorb the flow from the womb 
'sanitary .ware n ceramic plumbing fixtures (eg sinks or toilet 
bowls) 

sanitation /.sani'taysh(a)n/ n (the promotion of hygiene and prevention 
of disease by) maintenance or improvement of sanitary conditions - 
sanitate /sanLlayt/ vt 

sanit'ize, -ise /'sani.ticz/ vt 1 to make sanitary by cleaning, stenlizing, 
etc 2 to make more acceptable by removing objectionable features [L 
SMitas] ~ sanitization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

sanity /'sanoti/ n being sane, esp soundness of health of mind [ME 
sanite, fr L sanitat-, sanitas health, sanity, fr sanus healthy, sane] 
sank /sangk/ past of sink 

sans /sanz/ prep, archaic without </ny love to thee is sound, ^ crack or 
flaw - Shak) [ME saun, sans, fr MF san, sans, modif of L sine without 

- more at sunder] 

sansculotte /.sanzkyoo'lot (Fr sdkybt)/ n 1 an extreme radical repub- 
lican of Revolutionary France 2 a violent political extremist [F 
sans-culotte, lit., without breeches] - sanaculottic /-'lotik/ adj, sanaculot- 
tish adj, sansculottism n 

Sanskrit /sanskRt/ n an ancient sacred Indic language of India and of 
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Hinduism alphabet [Skt samskrta, lit . perfected, fr sam together 
^ karoti he makes] - Sanskrit adj 

sans serif, sanserif /^an 'senf/ n a letter or typeface with no serifs [prob 
fr sans f sen/] 

Santa Claus /'santa ,klawz, V n father Christmas [modif of D 
SinterkJaas, alter, of Sint Nikolaas Saint Nicholas H 4th c, bishop of Myra 
in Asia Minor and patron saint of children] 

santolina /.santa'leena/ n any of a genus of aromatic Mediterranean 
composite undershnibs [NL, genus name, alter, of L santonica] 

'sap /sap/ n la a watery solution that circulates through a plant's vascular 
system b (a fluid essential to life or) bodily health and vigour 2 a foolish 
gullible person - infml [ME. fr OE sxp; akin to OHG saf sap] 

>sap vt ‘pp- to drain or depnve of sap 

’sap n the extension of a trench from within the trench itself to a point near 
an enemy's fortifications (MF & Olt, MF sappe hoe, fr Olt zappa] 
•sap vb -pp- VI to proceed by or dig a sap v/ 1 to destroy (as if) by 
undermining ped the morale of their troops} 2 to weaken or exhaust 
gradually 3 to operate against or pierce by a sap 
sapajou /sapajooh/ n capuchin 3 [F, fr Tupi] 
sapale /sa'peeli/ n (the lightweight pinkish to deep reddish brown 
cedar-scented mahogany obtained from) any of several Afncan trees 
[native name in W Afnca] 

sapid /sapid/ having (a strong agreeable) flavour [L sapidus tasty, fr 
sapere to taste - more at 'sagf] - sapidity /sa'pidati/ n 
sapient /saypyant/ adj possessing or expressing great wisdom or dis- 
cernment - fml (ME, fr MF, fr L sapient-, sapiens, fr prp of sapere to 
taste, be wise] - sapience n, sapiently adv 

sapless /saplis/ adj feeble, lacking vigour ['sap t -less] - sapless- 
ness n 

sapling /'sapling/ /i 1 a >oung tree 2 youth 2a [ME, fr 'sap « 
•ling] 

sapodilla /.sapa'dib/ n (the rough-skmned brownish edible fruit oO a 
tropical evergreen tree with hard reddish wood and latex that yields chicle 
[Sp zapotillo, dim of zapote sapodilla, fr Nahuatl tzapotf] 
saponaceous /.sapa'nayshas/ adj like or containing soap [NL sapona- 
ceus, fr L sapon-, sapo soap, of Gmc origin, akin to OE sape soap] 
saponify /sa'ponifie/ vt to convert (eg fat) into soap and glycerol by 
decomposition with alkali, broadly to decompose (an ester) into an acid 
and alcohol ^ vi to undergo saponifying [F saponifier, fr L sapon-, sapo] 

- saponifier n, saponifiable /-Tieabl/ adj, saponification /-fi- 
'kaysh(a)n/ n 

saponin /sapamn/ n any of vanous compounds obtained from plants, 
that produce a soapy lather and are used esp in detergents and foaming 
agents [F saponine, fr L sapon-, .sapo] 

sapor /saypaw, -pa/ n savour or flavour [ME, fr L - more at savour] 

- saporout /sayparas/ adj 

sappanwood /'sapan.wocxi/ n (an E Indian tree related to the laburnum 
that has) a red wood from which a dye can he obtained [Malay sapang 
heartwood of sappanwood f E wood] 
sapper /sapa/ n a (pnvate) soldier of the Royal Engineers [*SAr 
f '-er] 

'sapphic /safik/ adj 1 (consisting) of a 4-line stanza made up of chiefly 
trochaic and dactylic feet 2 lesbian [Sappho H ab 600 bc Gk poetess & 
reputed homosexual] 

’sapphic a a verse in sapphic stanzas 

sapphire /safie-a/ n 1 a semitransparent corundum of a colour other 
than red, used as a gem, esp a transparent nch blue sapphire 2 deep 
purplish blue [ME safir, fr OF, fr L sapphirus, fr Gk sappheiros, fr Hcb 
sappir, fr Skt sanipnya, lit , dear to the planet Saturn, f^r Sam Saturn i 
priya dear] - sapphire adj 

sapphirine /sarinen/ adj 1 made of sapphire 2 resembling a sapphire, 
esp in coloui 

sapphism /'safiz(a)m/ n lesbianism [Sappho ^ -ism] - sapphist n 
sappy /sapi/ adj 1 resembling or consisting largely of sapwood 2 NAm 
' SOPPY 2 - lappinesa n 

sapr-, sapro* comb form d(»d or decaying organic matter <saprop/i,vte> 
[Gk, fr sapros rotten] 

saproganic /^aproh'jenik, .sapra-/ adj of, causing, or resulting from 
putrefaction - taprogenicity /,saprohja'nisdti/ n 
saprophagous /sa'profagas, sa-/ adj feeding on decaying matter [NL 
saprophagus, fr sapr- + -phagus -phagous] 

saprophytic /.saprohTitik, ,sapra-/ adj, esp of a plant obtaining food by 
absorbing the products ^organic breakdown and decay or other dis- 
solved organic matenal food [ISV] - sapropbyticaliy adv, sapro- 
phyte /sapra.flet/ n 


sapwood /'sap.wood/ n the younger softer usu lighter-coloured living 
outer part of wood that lies between the bark and the heartwood 
saraband, aarabande /saraband, ,-'-/ n 1 a stately court dance resem- 
bling the minuet 2 a musical composition or movement in slow triple time 
with the accent on the second beat [F sarabande, fr Sp zarabanda] 
Saracen /saras(a)n/ n a member of a nomadic people of the desert area 
between Syria and Arabia; broadly a Muslim at the time of the Crusades 
[ME, fr LL Saracenus, fr LGk Sarairenos] - Saracen adj, Saracenic 
/-'senik/ adj 

Saran /sa'ran/ trademark - used for a tough flexible thermoplastic that 
can be formed into fibres, moulded articles, protective coatings, etc 
sarc-, aarco- comb form 1 flesh (sarcophagous} 2 stnated muscle 
(sarcoplasmic} [Gk sark-, sarko-, fr sark-, sarv] 
sarcasm /'sahkaz(a)m/ n (the use oO caustic and often ironic language 
to express contempt or bitterness, esp towards an individual [F sarcasme, 
fr LL sarcasmos, fr Gk sarkasmos, fr sarkazem to tear flesh, bite the lips 
in rage, sneer, fr sark-, sarx flesh; akin to Av thwaras to cut] - larcaatic 
/-'kastik/ adj, sarcastically adv 

sarcoma /sah'kohma/ n, pi sarcomas, sarcomata /sah'kohmata/ a 
cancer ansmg in connective tissue, bone, or mu.scie [NL, fr Gk sarkdmat-, 
sarkoma fleshy growth, fr sarkoun to grow flesh, fr sark-, san] - 
sarcomatous /-kohmatas/ adj 

sarcophagus /sah'kofagas/ n, pi sarcophagi /-gie/ also sarcophaguses 
a stone coffin [L sarcophagus (lapis) limestone used for coffins, fr Gk 
(liihos) sarkophagos, lit., flesh-eating stone, fr sark- sarc- ^ phagem to 
eat] 

sarcoplasm /sahkoh.plaz(a)m, 'sahka-/ n the cytoplasm of a stnated 
muscle fibre [NL sarcop/asma] - sarcoplasmic /-'plazmik/ adj 
sard /sahd/ n a deep orange-red vanety of quartz used as a gemstone [F 
sardc, fr L sarda] 

sardine /sah'deen/ n, pi sardines also sardine the young of the European 
pilchard, or another small or immature fish, when of a size suitable for 
preserving for food [ME sardeine, fr MF sardine, fr L sardina] 
Sardinian /sah'dmyon, -nFan/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Sardinia 2 
the Romance language of Sardinia [Sardinia, island in the Mediter- 
ranean] - Sardinian adj 

sardonic /sah'donik/ adj disdainfully or cynically humorous; densively 
mocking [F sardonique, fr Gk sardonios] - sardonically adv 
sardonyx /sahdaniks/ n a quartz mineral consisting of parallel layers 
of orange-red sard and milky-white chalcedony and used as a gemstone 
[ME sardonix, fr L sardonyx, fr Gk] 

sargasso 'sah'gasoh/ n, pi sargassos a large mass of floating vegeution, 
esp sargassuins. in the sea [Pg sargago] 

sargassum ' sah'gasam/ n any of a genus of floating seaweeds that have 
air bladders [NL, genus name, fr ISV sargasso] 
serge /sahj/ n a sergeant - infml [by shortening & alter.] 
sari also saree /'sahn/ n a garment worn by Hindu women that consists 
of a length of lightweight cloth draped so that one end forms a skirt and 
the other a head or shoulder covering garment [Hindi sari, fr Skt 

M//] 

sarking /sahking/ n, Br boards or felt fixed between rafters and roofing 
matenal [ME (Sc), fr serken to clothe m a shirt, sheathe, fr serk shirt, 
fr OE sere] 

sarky /sahki/ adj, Br sarcastic - infml [by shortening A alter ] 
sarod /sa'rohd/ n a lute of N India [Hindi, fr Per] - isrodist n 
sarong /so'rong. 'sahrong/ n 1 a loose skirt made of a long stnp of cloth 
wrapped round the body and traditionally worn by men and women in 
Malaysia and the Pacific islands 2 cloth for sarongs [Malay kain sarong 
cloth sheath] 

saros /sayros/ n a cycle of about 6,585 days during which a particular 
sequence of eclipses occurs and after which the centres of the sun and 
moon return to the same relative positions [Gk. fr Assyr-Bab sham] 
sarrusophone /sa'roohzafohn, -'ru-/ n a double-reed woodwind instru- 
ment that IS made of metal [Slarrus, 19th-c F bandmaster -h -o- 
-phone] 

sarsaparilla /,sahs(3)pa'nb/ n 1 (the dried roots, used esp as a 
flavouring, of) any of various tropical Amencan traihng plants of the lily 
family 2 chie/Jy NAm a sweetened fizzy drink flavoured with birch oil 
and sas.safras [Sp zarzapanJIa, fr zarza bush + parriHa, dim. of pana 
vine] 

sarsen /sahs(a)n/ n a large mass of stone left after the erosion of a 
continuous bed or layer [short for sarsen stone, prob alter, of Saracen 
stone, I e a pagan stone or monument] 

sartorial /sah'tawri-al/ adj with regard to clothing elegance} - fml; 
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humor; used esp with reference to men [L sartor tailor] - sartoritUy 
adv 

sartorlua /sah'tawn-as/ n. pJ urtorii /-n,ie/ a long muscle that crosses 
the front of the thigh obliquely [NL, fr L sartor tailor, fr sartus, pp of 
sardre to mend - more at exorcise] 

*sash /sash/ n a band of cloth worn round the waist or over 1 shoulder 
as a dress accessory or as the emblem of an honorary or military order 
[Ar shash muslin] > sashed adj 

*aaah n, pi sash aiM sashes the framework in which panes of glass are set 
in a window or door; also such a fn^work together with its panes 
forming a usu sliding part of a window architecture [prob modif 
of F chSssis chassis (taken as pi)] 

sashay /sa'shay/ vi, NAm la to saunter b to strut ostentatiously 2 to 
proceed in a zigzag manner USE infml (alter of 
'sash ,cord n a cord used to connect a sash weight to a window sash 
'sash .weight n either of 2 counterweights for balancing a window sash 
in a desired position 

.sash 'window n a window having 2 sashes that slide vertically in a 
frame architfciure 

Sasquatch /'saskwach/ n a hairy manlike animal reported as existing 
in W Canada [native name] 

sassafras /sasafras/ n (the dned root bark, used esp as a flavounng, oO 
a tall N Amencan tree of the laurel family with mucilage-containing twigs 
and leaves [Sp sasafras] 

Sassanian, Sasanian /sa'saynyan, -ni-an/ n a Sassanid 
Sassanid /'sasamd/ n or adj (a member) of a dynasty of Persian kings 
of the 3rd to the 7th c ao [NL Sassanidae Sassanids, fr Sassan, founder 
of the dynasty] 

Sassenach /'sasanakh/ n, Scot A Insh an English person - chiefly derog 
[IrGael Sasanach, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE Seaxan Saxons] 
sat /sat/ past of sit 

Satan /saylfaln/ n the adversary of God and lord of evil in Judaism and 
Christianity [ME, fr OE, fr LL, fr Gk, fr Heb satan adversary, plot- 
ter) 

Satanic /sa'tamk/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of Satan or satanism 
prided < -- ntes} 2 extremely cruel or malevolent - satanically adv 
satanism /'sayt(9)niz(a)m/ n, often cap 1 diabolism 2 obsession with 
or affinity to evil; specif the worship of Satan marked by the travesty of 
Chnstuin ntcs - sataaist n. often cap 

satchel /'sachal/ n a usu stiff bag often with a shoulder strap, esp one 
earned by schoolchildren [ME sachel, fr MF, fr L sacellus, dim. of saccus 
bag > more at 'sack] - satchelfnl n 

sate /sayt/ vr 1 to surfeit with sthg 2 to satisfy (e g a thirst) by indulging 
to the full [prob by shortening & alter fr safiate] 
sateen /sa'teen/ n a smooth durable lustrous fabnc in which the weft 
predominates on the face [alter of sarm] 
satellite /*satl-iet/ n 1 an obsequious follower 2a a celestial body 
orbiting another of larger size astronomy b a man-made object 
or vehicle intended to orbit a celestial body space, iklecommuni 
CATION, TELEVISION, WEATHER 3 sby or Sthg attendant or dependent, esp 
a country subject to another more powerful country 4 an urban com- 
munity that is physically separate from an adjacent city but dependent on 
It [MF, fr L satelht-, satelles attendant] - satellite adj 
satiable /'saysh(y)9bl/ adj capable of ^ing satisfied - fml 
satiate /'sayshi.ayt/ vt to satisfy (e g a need or desire) to the point of 
excess [L satiatus, pp of satiare, fr satis enough - more at sad] - satiation 
/-'aysh(a)n/ n 

satiety /sa'tie-ati, 'sayshyati/ n 1 being fed or gratified to or beyond 
capacity 2 the aversion caused by ovenndulgence [MF satiete, 'k L 
sauetat-, satietas, fr satis] 

'satin /satin/ n a fabric (e g of silk) in satin weave with lustrous face and 
dull back [ME, fr MF, prob fr Ar zaytum, fr Zaytun (now Tseutung), 
seaport in China] 

*satin adj 1 made of satin 2 like satin, esp in lustrous appearance or 
smoothness - satiny adj 

satinet /.sati'net/ n 1 a thin silk satin or imitation satin 2 a vanation 
of satin weave used in making satinet 

'satin .stitch n a long embroidery stitch nearly alike on both sides and 
worked in straight parallel lines so closely as to resemble satin 
'satin .weave n a weave in which warp threads predominate on the 
surface to produce a smooth-faced fabric 

satinwood /satin.wood/ n (the lustrous yellowish brown wood oQ an 
E Indian tree of the mahogany family or any of various trees with similar 
wood 

satire /satie-a/ n 1 a literary work holding up human vices and follies 


to ridicule or scorn; also the genre of such literature 2 biting wit, irony, 
or sarca.sm intended to expose foolishness or vice [MF, fr L satura, satira, 
fr (lanx) satura full plate, medley, fr fern of satur sated; akin to L satis 
enough - more at sad] - satirical /sa'tmkl/ adj 
satirist /satirist/ ii one who satirizes, esp a writer of satires 
satirize, 'ise /sati.nez/ vi to utter or wnte satire vt to censure or 
ridicule by means of satire 

satisfaction /,satis‘faksh(3)n/ n la the payment through penance of the 
temporal punishment incurred by a sin b reparation for sin and fulfilment 
of the demands of divine justice, achieved for mankind by the death of 
Christ 2a fulfilment of a need or want b being satisfied c a source of 
pleasure or fulfilment 3a compensation for a loss, insult, or injury b the 
discharge of a legal claim c vindication of one’s honour, esp through a 
duel 4 full assurance or certainty [ME. fr MF, fr LL satisfaction-, 
satisfactio, fr L, reparation, amends, fr satisfactus, pp of satisfacerc to 
satisfy] 

satisfactory /,satis'fakt(a)n/ adj satisfying needs or requirements, 
adequate - satisfactorily adv, satisfactoriness n 
satisfy /satis, fie/ vt la to discharge, carry oui b to meet a financial 
obligation to 2a to make content b to gratify to the full c to meet the 
requirements of the examwersy 3a to convince b to put an end to 
every objectiony 4a to conform to (c g entena) b to make valid by 
fulfilling a condition -^vi to be adequate, sufTice, also to please <a taste 
that satisfies) [ME satisfien, fr MF satisfier, modif of L satisfacere, fr satis 
enough ^ facere to do, make - more at sad, do] - satisfyingly adv, 
satisflable /-Tie,3bl/ adj 

satori /sa'tawn/ n a state of intuitive illumination sought in Zen Bud- 
dhism [Jap] 

satsuma /sat'soohma/ n a sweet seedless type of mandann orange 
[5arsu/na, former province of Japan] 

saturate /sachoorayl/ vt 1 to treat or provide with sthg to the point 
where no more can be absorbed, dissolved, or retained (water ^d with 
salty 2a to fill completely with sthg that permeates or pervades (moon- 
glow. . . s a/j empty sky - Henry Miller > b to fill to capacity 3 to cause 
to combine chemically until there is no further tendency to combine [L 
saturatus, pp of saturare, fr satur sated - more at sa iiRh] - saturant adi 
or n, saturator n 

•satu, rated adj 1 full of moisture, thoroughly soaked 2a of a solution 
of the highest possible concentration b of an organic compound, esp a fat 
containing no double or tnple bonds 

saturation /,satchoo'raysh(a)n/ n 1 the chromatic punty of a colour, 
freedom from dilution with while 2 the point at which a market is 
supplied with all the goods it will absorb 3 an overwhelming concentra- 
tion of military forces or firepower [saiuraie ♦ -ion] ^ 

Saturday /satxlay, -di/ n the day of the week following Fnday — ^ 
SYMBOL [ME saterday, fr OE stetemdxg, akin to OFns saterdei, both fr 
a prehistonc WGmc compound whose first component was borrowed fr 
L Satumus Saturn and whose second is represented by OE dxg day] - 
Saturdays adv 

Saturn /satan, 'sa,tuhn/ n the planet 6th in order from the sun and 
conspicuous for its nngs — / astronomy, symbol [L Satumus, fr 
Satumus Saturn, god of agnculture] 

saturnalia /.sata'naylys/ n, pi saturnalias also saturnalia 1 pi but sing 
or pi in constr the festival of Saturn in ancient Rome beginning on 
December 17, observed as a time of general and unrestrained merry- 
making 2 an unrestrained (licentious) celebration [L, fr neut pi of 
satumalis of Saturn, fr .Sanimus] - saturnalian adj 
Saturnian /sa'tuhnyan/ adj of or influenced by the planet Saturn 
aaturniid /sa'tuhm-id/ n any of a large family of moths with stout bodies 
and strong, usu bnghtly coloured, wings [denv of NL Satumia, genus of 
moths, fr L, daughter of the god Saturn] - satumiid adj 
saturnine /sat3,nien/ adj 1 gloomy 2 sullen 3 of or being lead 
poisoning [(1,2) ME, lit., born under or influenced by the planet Saturn, 
fr MF satumin, fr (assumed) ML satuminus, fV L Satumus, (3) arch 
satum (lead), fr ME satume, fr ML satumus, fr L^a/umus] - tatumincly 
adv 

aatyagraha /sutya,grah-ha, su'tyahgra ha/ n friendly passive resistance 
as practised by Mahatma Gandhi [Skt satyagraha, lit., insistence on 
truth] 

satyr /saiV n 1 often cap a Greek minor woodland deity having certain 
charactenstics of a horse or goat and associated with Dionysian revelry 
2 a lecherous man (having satyriasis) [ME, fr L satyrus, fr Gk satyros] 
- satyric /sa'tirik/ adj 

satyriasis /.sata'ne-asis/ n excessive sexual desire in a male > compare 
nymphomania [LL, fr Gk, fr satyros] 
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satyrid /»'tie-3nd/ n any of a family of u$u brownish buiierflics (NL 
Satyndae, group name, denv of Gk satyros] - satyrid adj 
'sauce /saws/ a la a liquid or soft preparation used as a relish, dressing, 
or accompaniment to food (tomato ~ > b NAm stewed or tinned fruit 
eaten as a dessert 2 sthg adding zest or piquancy 3 chlek. 3 ~ infml [ME, 
fr MF, fr L salsa, fern of salsus salted, fr pp of saJlere to salt, fr sal salt 

- more at salt] 

’sauce vt 1 to dress or prepare with a sauce or seasoning 2 to be impudent 
to ^ mfml 

'sauce, box /-.boks/ n a saucy impudent person - infml 
saucepan /sawspan/ n a deep usu cylindrical cooking pan typically 
having a long handle and a lid 

saucer /'sawsa/ n 1 a small usu circular shallow dish with a central 
depression in which a cup is set 2 sthg like a saucer, esp rts ing sauclr 
[ME, plate containing sauce, fr MF saussier, fr sausse, sauce] ~ saucerlike 
adj 

saucy /'sawsi/ adj la disrespectfully bold and impudent b engagingly 
forward and flippant 2 smart, trim <a ^ ship} - saucily adv, sauci- 
nesa n 

sauerkraut /'sowa,krowt/ n finely cut cabbage fermented in a brine 
made from its juice - compare coleslaw [G, fr sauer sour f kraut 
cabbage] 

sauna /sawna/ n (a room or building for) a Finnish steam bath in which 
water is thrown on hot stones [Finn] 
saunter /'sawnta/ vi to walk about in a casual manner [prob fr ME 
santren to muse] ~ saunter ri, saunterer n 
saurian /'sawn an/ n any of a group of reptiles including the lizards and 
formerly the crocodiles and dinosaurs [denv of Gk sauros horse mack- 
erel. lizard, akin to Gk psauetn to touch, graze] - saurian adj 
saury /'sawri/ n a sicndci long-beaked Atlantic fish [NL saurus lizard, 
fr Gk sauros] 

sausage /'sosij; NAm 'saw-/ n (sthg shaped like) a fresh, precooked, or 
dried cylmdncal mass of seasoned minced pork or other meat often mixed 
with a filler (e g bread) and enclosed in a casing usu of prepared animal 
intestine [ME sausige, fr ONF saussiche, fr LL salsiaa, fr L salsus salted 

- more at saltf] 

.sausage 'roll n a small pastry-encased roll or oblong of sausage 
meat 

saut6 /'sawtay, 'soh-/ vt sauteing; saut^, saut^ /-tayd/ to fry in a 
small amount of fat [F, pp of sauter to jump, fr L sa/tarc] - saute a or 
adj 

Sauternes, NAm Sauteme /soh'tuhn, '--/ n a usu sweet golden-coloured 
Bordeaux made in the commune of Sauternes in France 
'savage /savij/ adj la not domesticated or under human control, 
untamed b lacking in social or moral restraints 2 rugged, rough 3 
boorish, rude 4 lacking a developed culture - now usu taken to be 
offensive [ME sauvage, fr MF, fr ML saJvaticus, alter, of L sdvaticus of 
the woods, wild, fr silva wood, forest] - savagely ad\, savageness, 
savagery /-j(3)n/ n 

’savage Ala member of a primitive society 2 a brutal, rude, or 
unmannerly person 

’savage vt to attack or treat brutally, esp to maul 
savanna, savannah /sa'vana/ n a tropical or subtropical grassland with 
scattered trees food, plant [Sp zavana, fr Tamo zabana] 
savant Asav(3)nt/ a one who has exceptional knowledge of a particular 
field (c g science or literature) [F, fr prp of savoir to know, fr L sapere 
to be wise - more at 'sagl] 

savarin /'sav(a)rin/ a a nch yeast-leavened cake baked in a nng mould 
and soaked with a liqueur-flavoured syrup, also the mould for a.aavann 
(F, fr Anthelme Bnllat-Savann tl826 F politician & gourmet] 
savate /sa'vat/ n a form of boxing in which blows are delivered with 
either hands or feet [F, lit., old shoe] 

'save /sayv/ vi la to deliver from sin b to rescue from danger or harm 
c to preserve from injury, destruction, or loss 2a to put aside as a store 
b to put aside for a particular use c to keep from being spent, wasted, or 
lost <^d time by taking a short cut) d to economize in the use of, 
conserve 3a to make unnecessary s me going into town) b to prevent 
an opponent from scoring, winning, or sconng with <^d the goaf) <-d 
the shot) 4 to maintain appearances) ^ vi 1 to rescue sby (e g from 
danger) 2a to put aside money - often + up b to be economical in use 
or expenditure 3 to make a save [ME saven, fr OF salver, fr LL satvare, 
fr L salvus safe - more at safe] - savable, aaveable adj, saver n 
’save A an action (e g by a goalkeeper) that prevents an opponent from 
scoring 


’save prep but la - chiefly fml [ME sauf, fr OF. fr sauf, adj, safe - more 
at safe] 

*8ave coA^ were It not, only (would have protested that he was a friend) 

- chiefly fml 

.save-as-you-'earn a a savings scheme whereby a person undertakes to 
contnbute a particular amount from his/her pay each week or month 
aaveloy /'saviloy/ a a precooked highly seasoned dry sausage [modif of 
F cervelas, denv of L cerebellum, dim. of cerebrum brain] 
savin /'savin/ n 1 a Eurasian jumper with dark foliage and small 
yellowish green bernes 2 red cfdar [ME, fr MF savme, fr L 
sabtna] 

'aavtng /'sayvmg/ n 1 preservation from danger or destruction 2 sthg 
saved (a --- of 40 per cent) 3a pi money put by over a penod of time b 
the excess of income over expenditures - often pi [gerund of save] 
’saving prep 1 except, save 2 without disrespect to [prp of save] 
.saving grace n a redeeming quality or feature 
'savings .stamp a a stamp which is bought and saved and which may 
be cashed when required or used in payment of a bill 
saviour, NAm chiefly savior /sayvya/ n 1 one who bnngs salvation, 
spcxif. cap Jesus 2 one who saves sby or sthg from danger or destruction 
[ME saveour, fr MF, fr LL salvator, fr salvatus, pp of salvare to save] 
savoir fairs /.savwah 'fea/ n polished self-assurance in social behaviour 
[F savoir-faire, lit . knowing how to do] 
savory /'sayv(3)n/ n any of several aromatic plants of the mint family 
used as herbs in cooking [ME saverey] 

'savour, NAm chiefly savor /sayva/ n 1 the characteristic taste or smell 
of sthg 2 a particular flavour or smell 3 a (pleasantly stimulating) 
distinctive quality </e// that argument added to conversation) [ME, 
fr OF. fr L sapor, akin to L sapere to taste - more at Sage] 

’savour, NAm chiefly savor vi to have a specified smell or quality, smack 
(arguments that ~ of cynicism) vr 1 to taste or smell with plea.sure, 
relish 2a to have (plea.surable) expenence of, esp at length b to delight 
in, enjoy 

'savoury, NAm chiefly savory /'sayv(a)n/ adj 1 piquantly pleasant to the 
mmd 2 morally wholesome 3a pleasing to the palate b salty, spicy, 
meaty, etc, rather than sweet [savolir 4 ‘-y] 

’savoury, NAm chiefly savory n a dish of piquant or stimulating flavour 
served usu at the end of a mam meal but sometimes as an appetizer 
savoy, savoy cabbage /sa'voy, offen 'savoy when attnb/ n a hardy 
cabbage with compact heads of wnnkled and curled leaves [trans of F 
{chou de) Savoie (cabbage oO Savoy, fr Savoy, region of SE France] 
'savvy /’savi/ vb to know, understand - slang [modif of Sp sabe he knows, 
fr saber to know, fr L sapere to be wise -• more at 'sage] 

’savvy n practical know-how, shrewd judgment - slang - savvy adj 
'saw /saw ' past of see 

’saw A a hand or power tool with a toothed part (e g a blade or disc) used 
to cut wood, metal, bone, etc [ME sawe, fr OE sagir, akin to OHG sega 
saw, L secarc to cut. secula sickle] - sawlike adj 
’saw vb sawed, sawn /sawn/ vt 1 to cut with a saw 2 to shape by cutting 
with a saw 3 to cut thiough as though with a saw ^ vi la to use a saw 
b to cut (as iQ with a saw 2 to make motioas as though using a saw ~ 
sawer n 

*saw A a maxim, proverb [ME saae, fr OE sagu discourse, akin to OHG 
& ON saga tale, OE seegan to say - more at 'say] 
sawbill /saw, bit/ n a merganser or related fish-eating duck with a 
serrated slender beak 

'saw.bones /-.bohnz/ n a doctor, specif a surgeon - humor 
'saw, dust /-.dust/ n fine particles of wood produced in sawing 
,saw-'edged adj having a toothed or jagged edge 
.sawed-off adj, chiefly NAm sawn-ofT 

'saw, fish /-.fish/ n any of a family of large elongated rays with a long 
flattened serrated snout 

'saw, fly /-.flie/ n any of numerous insects whose female usu has a pair 
of serrated blades in her egg-laying organ and whose larva resembles a 
plant-feeding caterpillar 

'saw, horse /-.haws/ n a rack on which wood is laid for sawing 
'saw, milt /-.mil/ n a factory or machine that cuts wood 
sawney /sawni/ n a simpleton - infml [prob alter of zany] - lawney 
adj 

,sawn-'off adj having the end removed by sawing; specif, of a shotgun 
having the end of the barrel sawn off 
'saw-.off A, Can a trade-ofT 

'saw-.pit A the pit in which the lower sawyer stands while timber is being 
cut with a pit saw 

'saw .set A an instrument used to set the teeth of saws 



saw 


864 


'saw, tooth, ,saw*'toothed adj (having parts) arranged like the teeth of a 
saw <a - roo/) 

sawyer /sawya/ n sby employed to saw timber 
sax /saks/ n a saxophone 

'sax,horn /-.hawn/ n any of a group of valved brass instruments with a 
conical tube, oval shape, and cup-shaped mouthpiece [(Antoine Joseph) 
Adolphe Sajf 11894 Belgian maker of musical instruments > E hom] 
saxicolous Asak'sikabs/, saxicoline /-Men/ adj inhabiting or growing 
among rocks hchensy [L saxum rock t -cola inhabitant, akin to L 
colere to inhabit - more at whepi ] 

saxifrage Aaksifnj, -,frayj/ n any of a genus of usu showy-flowered 
plants often with tufted leaves, many of which are grown in roc k gardens 
(ME fr MF, fr LL saxifraga, fr L, fern of saxifragus breaking rocks. Ir 
saxum rock (akin to OE sxx knife, sagu saw) ^ frangere to break - more 
at ^SAw, brfak] 

Saxon /'saks(a)n/ n la(l) a member of a Germanic people ihal invaded 
England along with the Angles and Jutes in the 5th c ad and merged 
with them to form the Anglo-Saxon people (2) an Englishman or 
Lowlander as distinguished from a Welshman, Inshman, or Highlander 
b a native or inhabitant of Saxony 2 the Germanic language or dialect 
of any of the Saxon peoples [ME, fr LL Saxones Saxons, of Gmc ongin, 
akin to OE Seaxan Saxons] - Saxon adj 

saxony /'saksam/ n. often cap 1 a fine soft woollen fabric 2 a fine closely 
twisted knitting yarn [Saxony, region of Germany] 
saxophone /saksaifobn/ n any ot a group of smgle-reed wocxlwind 
instruments having a conical metal tube and finger keys and used esp in 
jazz and popular music [F. fr Adolphe Sat • F -phone] saxophonist 
/.sak'sofonist/ n 

'say /say/ vb says /sez/, said /sed/ vt la to slate in spoken words b to 
form an opinion as to ican’t when I met himy 2a lo utter, pronounce 
<ca/i7 her ‘/?"s> b to recite, repeat /said his prayers^ 3a to indicate, 
show (^the clock s /2> b to give expression to, communicate </ said to 
myself ‘That's funny*) iit press button A > 4a to suppose, assume b 
to allege - usu pass (the house is said to be JOO years old), compare said 
^vi 1 to speak, declare <l'd rather not 2 NAm i sas - used 
interjeclionally [ME sayen, fr OE seegan, akin to OHG sagen to say, Gk 
ennepetn to speak, tell] - sayer n - 1 say chielly Br - used as a weak 
expression of surpnse or lo attract attention - not to say and indeed, or 
perhaps even (impolite, not to say rude) - say boo to a goose to brave 
even trivial dangers - usu neg - say fairer Br to express oneself any more 
generously (you can't say fairer than that) - say when lo tell sby when 
to stop, esp when pouring a drink - that is to say 1 in other words, in 
Enter 2 or at least (he’s coming, that is to say he promised to) - to 
M> nothing of without even considering, not to mention 
*8ay/i 1 an expression of opinion - esp in ha\e one's say 2 a right or power 
to influence action or decisions, esp the authority to make final 
decisions 

saying n a maxim, proverb 

'say-,so n 1 one's unsupported assertion 2 the nght of final decision 
'scab /skab/ n 1 scabies of domestic animals 2 a crust of hardened bUnxI 
and serum over a wound 3a a contemptible person b blackleg 3 4 any 
of various plant diseases charactenzed by crusted spots, also any of these 
spots [ME, of Scand origin, akin lo OSw skabbr scab, akin to OE sceabb 
scab, L scabies mange, scabere to scratch, shave - more at shavf] - 
scabby adj 

*scab VI -bb- 1 to become covered with a scab 2 to act as a scab 
scabbard Akabad/ n a sheath for a sword, dagger, or bayonet [ME 
scauben, fr AF escaubtrs] 

scabies /skaybiz/ n, pi scabies a skin disease, esp contagious itch or 
mange, caused by a parasitic mite and usu charactenzed by oozing scabs 
[L] - scabictic /.skaybi'etik/ adj 

'scabious /'skaybi as/ n any of a genus of plants with flowers in dense 
heads at the end of usu long stalks [ME scabiose, fr ML scabiosa, fr L, 
fern of scabiosus, adj] 

^scabious adj 1 scabby 2 of or resembling scabies [L scabiosus, fr 
scabies] 

scabrous Akaybras/ady 1 rough to the touch with scales, scabs, raised 
patches, etc 2 dealing with indecent or offensive themes 3 intractable, 
knotty USE (2 A J) fml [L scabr-, scaber rough, scurfy, akin to L scabies 
mange - more at scab] - acabrously adv, Kabroiunesa n 
scad /skad/ n, pi scad, esp for different types scads any of several 
spiny-finned fishes like mackerels [ongtn unknown] 
scaffold Akafohid. -f(9)ld/ n la a temporary platform for workmen to 
stand or sit on when working at a height above the floor or ground b a 
platform on which a cnminal is executed c a platform above ground or 


floor level 2 a supporting framework [MF, fr ONF escafaut, modif of 
(assumed) VL catafalicum - more at caiafalodf] 
scaffolding /'skafalding/ n 1 material used in scaffolds 2 scae 
F oiD la, 2 

scagliola /skal'yohb/ n imitation marble consisting of finely ground 
gypsum mixed with glue [It, lit , little chip] 

'scalar /'skayb/ adj 1 having a continuous series of steps chain of 
authority) 2a capable of being represented by a point on a scale (a ^ 
quantity) b of a scalar or scalar pnxluct < ^ multiplication) (L scalans, 
fr sialae stairs, ladder - more at 'scai r] 

'scalar n 1 a real number rather than a vector 2 a quantity (e g mass or 
time) that has a magnitude describabic by a real number, and no direction 

- compare vector 

.scalar 'product n a real number obtained by multiplying together the 
lengths of 2 vectors and the cosine of their included angle 
scalawag /‘skabwag/ n, NAm a scallywag 

'scald /skawld/ vt 1 to burn (as lO with hot liquid or steam 2a to subject 
to boiling water or steam b to heat to just short of boiling /m/k) [ME 
scaldcn, fr ONF escalder, fr I I excaldare to wash in warm water, fr L 
e\- t calida, calda warm water, fr fern of cahdus warm more at cai'I 
dron] 

'scald n an injury to the body caused by scalding 
scalding /'skawlding/ adj 1 boiling hot 2 biting, scathing 
'scale /skayl/ n la either pan of a balance b a beam that is supported 
freely in the centre and has 2 pans of equal weight suspended from its ends 
2 an instruincnl or machine for weighing USE (Ib, 2) usu pi with sing 
meaning [ME, bowl, scale of a balance, fr ON ska/, akin to ON ske! shell 

- more at siiFi i ] 

'scale vt to have a specified weight on scales 

'scale /} 1 (a small thin plate resembling) a small flattened rigid plate 
forming part of the external body covenng of a llsh, reptile, etc /“ 
ANAniMY 2 a small thin dry flake shed from the skin 3 a thin coating, 
layer, or incrustation a a (black scaly) coating of oxide forming on the 
surface of metals, esp iron when healed b a hard incrustation usu ol 
calcium sulphate or carbonate that is deposited on the inside of a kettle, 
boiler, etc by the evapc'ralion or constant passage of hard water 4 a usu 
thin, membranous, chalTy, or woody modified leaf 5 infestation with or 
disease caused by scale insects [MF, fr MF cscale, of Gmc origin, akin 
to OE sccalu shell, husk - more at sni 1 1 ] - scale^d ndj, scalcless adj 
'scale Vi l to remove scale or stale's from (e g by scraping) 2 to remove 
,111 thin layers or scales paint from a \valh 3 lo cover with scale <,hdrd 
water ~s a boiler) -^vi 1 to shed or separate or come olT in scales, flake 
2 to become encrusted with scale - scaler n 
'scale n 1 a graduatc'd senes of musical notes ascending or descending in 
order of pitch according to a specified scheme t)f their intervals 2 sthg 
graduated, esp when used as a measure or rule c g a a linear region 
divided by lines into a series of spaces and used lo register or record sthg 
(e g the height of mercury in a barometer) b a graduated line on a map 
or chart indicating the length used to reprt'seni a larger unit of measure 
c an instrument having a scale for measuring or marking off distances or 
dimensions 3 a graduated system (a - of taxation) 4 a proportion 
between 2 sets of dimensions (e g between th(>*c of a drawing and its 
onginal) 5 a graded series of tc^ls [ME, fr LL scala ladder, staircase, fr 
L scaJae, pi, stairs, rungs, ladder, akin lo L scandere to climb - more at 
scan] scale adj • to scale according to the proportions of an estiiblished 
scale of measurement (floor plans drawn lo scale) 

'scale vt 1 to climb up or reach (as iQ by means of a ladder 2a to change 
the scale of b to pattern, make, regulate, set, or estimate according to 
some rate or standard (a production schedule -d to actual need)('^ 
down imports) USE (2) often f up or down - fcaler n 
scale armour n armour of small metallic scale! fastened on leather or 
doth 

scale insect n any of numerous small insects with scale-like females 
attached to the host plant and young that suck plant juices 
scale leaf n a modified usu small and scaly leij (e g of a cypress) 
scalene /'skayleen/ adj, of a triangle having the 3 sides of unequal length 
[LL scalenM, fr Gk skalenos, lit , uneven, akin to Gk skolios crooked - 
more at cyi indlr] 

'scale, pan / ,pan/ n a pan of a scale for weighing 
seal! /skawl/ n scurf or a scabby di.sorder (e g of the scalp) [ME. fr ON 
skalli bald head] 

scallion Akalyan/ n I a leek 2 an onion forming a thick basal pari 
without a bulb; also spring onion 3 chiefly NAm a shallot [ME sca- 
loun, fr AF scalun, fr (assumed) VL escaJonia, fr L ascalonia (caepa) 
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onion of Ascalon, fr fem of ascalonius of Ascalon, fr Ascalon-, Ascalo 
Ascalon, seaport in southern Palestine] 

'scallop Akobp/ n 1 (a large muscle, used as food, oO any of vanous 
manne bivalve molluscs that have a shell consisting of 2 wavy-edged 
halves each with a fan-shaped pattern of ndges and that swim by opening 
and closing the halves of the shell 2 a scallop shell or a similarly shaped 
dish used for baking esp seafood 3 any of a continuous senes of circle 
segments or angular projections forming a border [ME scahp, fr MF 
escalope shell, of Gmc ongm, akin to MD scheipe shell] 

’scallop vt 1 to bake in a scallop shell or shallow baking dish, usu with 
a sauce covered with breadcrumbs 2a to shape, cut. or finish (e g an edge 
or border) in scallops b to form scallops in 

scallywag /'skaltwag/, NAm chiefly scalawag Akabwag/ n a trouble- 
making or dishonest person; a rascal [ongin unknown] 

'scalp /skalp/ n 1 (the part of a lower mammal corresponding to) the skin 
of the human head, usu covered with hair in both sexes 2a a part of the 
human scalp with attached hair cut or tom from an enemy as a trophy, 
esp formerly by N Amencan Indian wamors b a trophy of victory 3 
chiefly Scot a projecting rocky mound [ME, of Scand ongm, akin to ON 
skalpr sheath, akin to MD scheipe shell] 

’scalp vt 1 to remove the scalp of 2 NAm a to buy and sell to make small 
quick profits b to obtain speculatively and resell at greatly increased 
pnees theatre tickets') USE (2) infml - scalper n 
scalpsi /'skalpl/ n a small very sharp straight thin-bladed knife used esp 
in surgery [L scalpellus, scalpellum, dim of scalper, scalprum chisel, 
knife, fr scalpere to carve - more at shklf] 

scalp lock n a long tufl of hair left on the crown of the shaved head of 
a N Amencan Indian warnor 

scaly Akayli/ adj 1 covered with or composed of scale or scales 2 flaky 
- scaliness n 

scaly an tea tar n a pangolin 

scammony /'skamani/ n (the large thick root, formerly used as a 
purgative. oO an Asian convolvulus [ME scamome. fr L scammoma. fr 
Gk skammoma] 

'scamp /skamp/ n an impish or playful young person [obs scamp (to 
n^m about idly)] - scampish adj 

’scamp vt to perform in a hasty, careless, or haphazard manner [perh of 
Scand ongm, akin to ON skammr short - more at scant] 

'scamper /'skampa/ w to run about nimbly and playfully [prob fr obs 
D schampen to flee, fr MF escamper, fr It scampare, fr (assumed) VL 
excamparc to decamp, fr L ex- + campus field - more at ’camp] 
’scamper n a playful scurry 

scampi Akampi/ n. pi scampi a (large) prawn (often prepared with a 
batter coating) [It. pi of scampo, a European lobster] 

'scan Akan/ vb -nn- vt 1 to read or mark (a piece of text) so as to show 
metneal structure 2a to subject to cntical examination b to examine all 
parts of 111 a systematic order c to check or read hastily or casually < ^ ned 
the small ads) 3a to traverse (a region) with a controlled beam- c g (1) 
to observe (a region) using a radar scanner (2) to translate (an image) into 
an electncal signal by moving an electron beam across it according to a 
predetermined pattern (e g for television transmission), also to reproduce 
(an image) from such a signal (3) to make a detailed examination of (e g 
the human body) using any of a vanety of sensing devices (e g ones using 
ultrasonics, thermal radiation. X-rays, or radiation from radioactive 
matenals) b to examine (a computer data source, e g a punched card) for 
the presence of recorded data vi . of verse to conform to a metrical 
pattern [ME scannen, fr LL scandere, fr L, to climb, akin to Gk 
skandalon trap, stumbling block, offence, Skt skandati he leaps] 

’scan o 1 a scanning 2 a radar or television trace 
scandal Akandl/ n 1 loss of reputation caused by (alleged) brea h of 
moral or social propriety 2 a circumstance or action that causes general 
offence or indignation or that disgraces those associated with it 3 
malicious or defamatory gossip 4 indignation, chagrin, or bewilderment 
brought about by a flagrant violation of propriety or religious opinion 
- [LL scandalum stumbling block, ofTcnce. fr Gk skandalon] 
ScandaMze, -lac Akandl,iez/ vt to offend the moral sense of •• scanda- 
lizer n, acandallzatioii /-'2aysh(3)n/ n 
'scandal,monger /-.mung g?/ n sbv who circulates scandal 
scandalous Akandl-as/ adj 1 libellous, defamatory 2 offensive to 
propriety - icandalottsly adv, scandalouaness n 
Scandinavian /^kandi'nayvyan, -vion/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Scandinavia 2 north Germanic - Scandinavian adj 
scandium Akandi-am/ n a tnvalent metallic transition element 
PERIODIC table [NL, fr L Scandia, ancient name of southern Scan- 
dinavian peninsula] 


scanner /'skana/ n 1 a device that automatically momtors a system or 
process 2 a device for sensing recorded data 3 the rotating aenal of a 
radar set [‘scan ♦ ^-er] 

scansion Akansh(a)n/ n (the analysis of) the way m which a piece of 
verse scans [LL scansion-, scansio, fr L. act of climbing, fr (assumed) L 
scansus, pp of L scandere] 

'scant /skant/ adj la barely sufficient, inadequate b lacking m quantity 
2 having a small or insufficient supply [ME, fr ON skamt, neut of 
skammr short, akin to Gk koptem to cut] - scantly adv, scnntneaa n 
’scant vt to rest net or withhold the supply of 
scantling /skantlmg/ n la the dimensions of timber and stone used in 
building b the dimensions of a frame or strake used in shipbuilding 2 a 
small piece of timber (e g an upnght piece in house framing) [alter, of ME 
scantilon, lit , mason’s or carpenter’s gauge, fr ONF escantillon] 
scanty Akanti/ adj scant, esp deficient in coverage [E dial, scant (scanty 
supply), fr ME, fr ON skant, fr neut of skammr short] - scantily adv, 
scantiness n 

scape Akayp/ n 1 a leafless flower stalk ansing directly from the root 
of a plant (e g in the dandelion) 2 the shaft of an animal part (e g an 
antenna or feather) [L scapus shaft, stalk - more at shaft] 

-scape /-.skayp/ comb form ( * n) view of (a specified type of scene); also 
pictorial representation of (such a scene) <5eascape> [landscape] 

'scape, goat /-.goht/ n l a goat on whose head are symbolically placed 
the sms of the people after which he is sent into the wilderness in the 
biblical ceremony for Yom Kippur 2 sby or sihg made to bear the blame 
for others’ faults [scape (short for escape), intended as trans of Heb 
'azaie! (prob name of a demon), as if ‘ez 'ozel goat that departs. Lev 16 8] 

~ scapegoat vt 

‘scape, grace /-.grays/ n an mcxirngible rascal [scape (short for 
escape)] 

'scaphoid /'skafoyd/ adj navicular [NL scaphoides, fr Gk skaphoeides. 
fr skaphos boat] 

’scaphoid n the navicular of the carpus or tarsus 
scaphopod Akafa.pod/ n tcxTur shfi i [denv of Gk skaphos boat 4 
pod-, pous fool] 

scapula /'skapyoola/ n, pi scapulae /-It/, scapulas a large flat tnangular 
bone at the upper part of each side of the bai^ forming most of each half 
of the shoulder girdle; shol'Ldfr biadl anatomy [NL, fr L, 
shoulder blade, shoulder] 

'scapular Akapyoob/ n la a long wide band of cloth with an opening 
for the head worn front and back over the shoulders as part of a monastic 
habit b a pair of small cloth squares joined by shoulder upes and worn 
under the clothing on the chest and back as a sacramental and often also 
as a badge of a third order or confraternity 2 any of the feathers covering 
the base of a bird’s wing [ME scapulare, fr LL. fr L scapula shoul- 
der] 

’scapular adj of the shoulder, the shoulder blade, or scapular feathers 
[NL scapulans, fr scapula] 

'scar /skah/ n a steep rocky place on a mountainside [ME skere, fr ON 
sAer skerry, akin to ON skera to cut - more at shear] 

’scar n 1 a mark left (e g on the skin) by the healing of injured tissue 2 
cic atrix 2 3a mark of damage or wear 4 a lasting moral or emotional 
injury [ME -scare, scar, fr MF escare scab, fr LL eschara, fr Gk, hearth, 
scab] - scarlcss adj 

’scar vb -rr- vt 1 to mark with a scar 2 to do lasting mjury to ^ w 1 to 
form a scar 2 to become scarred 

scarab /'skarab/ n 1 a scarabaeus or other scarabaeid beetle 2 a 
representation of a lieetle, usu made of stone or glazed earthenware, used 
in ancient Egypt esp as a talisman [MF scarabee, fr L scarabaeus] 
scarabaeid /.skara'bee id/ n any of a family of stout-bodied beetles 
including the dung beetles and the Goliath and Hercules beetles [denv 
of L scarabaeus] - scarabield adj 

scarabaeus /.skaraW-as/ n 1 a large (nearly) black dung beetle 2 
SCARAB 2 [L] 

Scaramouch, Scanunouebe Akar3.moohsh. -.mowch/ n a stock char- 
acter m the commedia delParte charactenzed by boastfulness and coward- 
ice [F Scaramouche, fr It Scaramuccia] 

'scarce /skess/ adj 1 not plentiful or abundant 2 few in number; rare 
[ME scars, fr ONF escars, fr (assumed) VL excarpsus, lit., plucked out, 
pp of L excerpere to pluck out - more at excerpt] - sctrccscss n, 
scarcity n 

’scarce adv, archaic scarcely, hardly 

'scarcely /-li/ adv la by a narrow margin, only just </wd -- finished 
eating) b almost not ever went to parries) (^could ^ have been better 
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qushfkdy 2 not without unpleasantness or discourtesy (jcould ^ inter- 
fere tn a pnvate dispute'} 

'scare Akea/ »/ 1 to fnghten suddenly 2 to drive ofTby frightening ^ vi 
to become scared (ME skerren, fr ON skirra, fr skjarr shy. timid] - 

scarer n 

’scare n 1 a sudden or unwarranted fright 2 a widespread state of alarm 
or panic <a bomb ^ > - scare adj 

'scare.crow /-,kroh/ n 1 an object usu suggesting a human figure, set 
up to fnghten birds away from crops 2 a skinny or ragged person - 
mfml 

'sea re, monger /-.mung ga/ n sby who (needlessly) encourages panic - 

scarcfflongering n 
scarey Akcan/ adj scary 

'scarf /skahf/ n, piscanes AkahvZ/^ scarfs a stnp or square of cloth worn 
round the shoulders or neck or over the head for decoration or warmth 
[ONF escarpe sash, sling] 

’scarf n, pi scarfs 1 either of the chamfered or cut away ends that fit 
together to form a scarf joint 2 scarf, scarf joint a joint made by 
chamfenng, halving, or notching 2 pieces to correspond and lapping and 
bolting them [ME skarf, prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON skarfr scarf, 
akin to Gk skorptos scorpion] 

’scarf, scarph Akahf/ vt 1 to unite by a scarf joint 2 to form a 
scarf on 

'scarf .skin /-.skm/ n the epidermis, esp that forming the cuticle of a nail 
['scarf] 

scarify /'skeanfie, 'skari-/ vt 1 to make scratches or small cuts in (e g 
the skin) 2 to wound the feelings of (e g by harsh cnticism) 3 to break 
up and loosen the surface of (e g a field or road) (MF scarifier, fr LL 
scari/icare, alter of L scanfare, fr Gk skanphasthai to scratch an outline, 
sketch - more at 'scribl] - scarifier n, scarification /-fikuysh(a)n/ n 
scarious Akcan as/ adj dry and membranous in texture <a ^ bract,* 
[NL scanosas] 

scarlatina /.skahb'teena/ n sc aki.ft ffvfr [NL, fr ML scarlata scar- 
let] - scarlatinal adj 

scarlet Akahbt/ adj orn (oO a vivid red colour tinged with orange [ME 
scarlat, scarlet, fr OF or ML, OF escarlate, fr ML scarlata, fr Per saqalat, 
a kind of rich cloth] 

scarlet fever n an infectious fever caused by a streptococcus in which 
there is a red rash and inflammation of the nose, throat, and mouth 
scarlet pimpernel n a common pimpernel with usu red flowers that 
close in cloudy weather 

scarlet runner n rlnnfr hfan 

scarlet woman n a prostitute - euph [fr description of 'the great 
whore’ in Rev 17- 1-6] 

'scarp Akahp/ n 1 the inner side of a ditch below the parapet of a 
fortification 2 a steep slope, esp a cliff face, produced by faulting or 
erosion [It scarpa] 

’scarp vr to cut down to form a vertical or steep slope 
scarper Akahpa/ w. Br to run away (e g from creditors) - mfml [perh 
fr It scappare, fr (assumed) VL cxcappare - more at fsc ape] 
scarph Akahf/ vt to scarf 

scary, sesrey Akean/ adj 1 causing fnght, alarming 2 easily scared, 
timid USE mfml 

'scat /skat/ vi -tt* to depart rapidly - mfml [.scar (interj used to drive away 
a cat), perh short for scatter] 

’scat n jazz singing with nonsense syllables [perh imit] - scat vi 
'scathe /skaydh/ n, archaic harm, injury [ME skathe, fr ON skatht, akin 
to OE sccatha injury, Gk askethes unharmed] ~ scatheless adj 
’scathe vr to do harm to; specif to scorch or sear - poetic 
scathing Akaydhmg/ adj bitterly severe <a ^ condemnation^} - 
scathingly adv 

scatology /ska'tobji/ n 1 the biologically onented study of excrement 
(e g for the determination of diet) 2 (literature charactenzed by) interest 
in or treatment of obscene matters [scat (excrement), fr Gk skat-, skor] 
- scatological /,skata'lojikl/ adj 

'scatter /'skata/ vt 1 to cause (a group or collection) to separate widely 
2a to distribute at irregular intervals b to distnbute recklessly and at 
random 3 to sow (seed) by casting in all directions 4 to reflect or disperse 
(e g a beam of radiation or particles) irregularly and diffusely ^ vi to 
separate and go in vanous directions [ME scateren] - scatterer n, 
scatterlngly adv 

’scatter n l the act of scattenng 2 a small supply or number irregularly 
distnbuted 3 the state or extent of being scattered 
'scatterbrain /-.brayn/ n sby incapable of concentration - scatter* 
brained adj 


'scatter-, gun n, chiefly NAm a shotgun 

scattering /'skat(3)nng/ n 1 an act or process in which sthg scatters 
or IS scattered 2 a small number or quantity interspersed here and there 
/a of visitors) 

scatter rug n a small rug used, esp with others, in a room (e g to fill a 
vacant area of floor) 

scatty /’skaii/ adj, Br scatterbrained • mfml [prob fr scar/erbram 
^ ->] 

scaup /skawp/ n, pi scaups, esp collectively scaup any of several diving 
ducks [perh alter of sculp (bed of shellfish), fr its fondness for shell- 
fish] 

scavenge /'skavmj/ vt 1 to salvage from discarded or refuse matenal, 
also to salvage usable material from 2 to feed on (carnon or refuse) 3a 
to remove (burnt gases) from the cylinder of an internal-combustion 
engine after a working stroke b to remove (e g an undesirable constituent) 
by chemical or physical means c to clean and purify (molten metal) by 
making foreign elements from chemical compounds ~ v/ 1 to search for 
reusable matenal 2 to obtain fotsd by scavenging idogs scavenging on 
kitchen waste} [back-fonnation fr scavenger] 
scavenger /'skavmjs/ n 1 a refuse collector 2 a chemical used to 
remove or make mntx:uous an undesirable subsiance 3 an organism that 
feeds on refuse or carrion — # F(xid [alter of earlier scavager, fr ML 
skawager collector of a toll on gotxls sold by nonresident merchants, fr 
skawage toll on goods sold by nonresident merchants, fr ONF escauwage 
inspection] 

scenario /si'nahn-oh, -'ne.v/ n. pi scenarios 1 an outline or s>nopsis of 
a dramatic work 2a a screenplay b a shooting script 3 an account or 
synopsis of a projected course of action [It, fr L scaenanum, fr staena 
stage] 

'scend /send/ v; to rise upwards on a wave [alter ol send] 

’scend n the lifting motion of a wave 

scene /seen/ n 1 any of the smaller subdivisions of a dramatic work e g 
a a division of an ad presenting continuous action in 1 place b an episode, 
sequence, or unit of dialogue in a play film, or television programme 2 
a vista suggesting a stage setting 3 the place of an occurrence or action 
/ of the crime/ 4 an exhibition of unrestrained feeling Otiake a ^/ 5 
a sphere of activity or interest - slang (the drug -> (philosophy is not 
my ^ } [MF, stage, fr L scena, scaena stage, scene, fr Gk skene temporary 
shelter, tent, building forming the background for^ dramatic perform- 
ance, stage, akin to Gk skia shadow more at smint] - behind the scenes 
out of the public view, in stcRtr 

scene dock n a space near the stage in a theatre where scenery is 
stored 

scenery /'scen(3)ri/ n 1 the painted scenes or hangings and accessories 
used on a theatre stage 2 landscape, esp when considered attractive 
'scene.shifter /-.shifts/ n a worker who moves the scenery in a 
theatre 

scenic /'seenik/ also scenical Akl/ adj 1 of the stage, a stage setting, oi 
stage representation 2 of or displaying (fine) natural scenery 3 represent- 
ing graphically an action or event - scenically adv 
'scent /sent/ vt la to perceive by the sense of smell b to gel or have an 
inkling of 2 to fill with a usu pleasant smell vi to use the nose in seeking 
or tracking prey [ME senten, fr MF sentir to feel, smell, fr L sentire to 
perceive, feel - more at sense] 

’scent n 1 odour e g a a smell left by an animal on a surface it passes 
over (hounds followed the -- of the fox) b a characteristic or particular, 
esp agreeable, smell c hfri ume 2 2a power of smelling, the sense of smell 
(a keen > b power of detection, a nose (a for heresy) 3 a course 
of pursuit or discovery (threw him offthe '--') 4 a hint, suggestion (a ^ 
of trouble) - scentless adj 

'scented adj having scent, esp having a perfumed smell 
scepsis Akepsis/ n philosophical doubt or scepticism [NL. fr Gk 
sktpsis examination, doubt, sceptical philosophy, fr skeptesthai] 
sceptic /skeptik/ n a person disposed to scepticism, esp regarding 
religion or religious pnnciples [L or Gk; L scepticus, fr Gk skeptikas, fr 
skeptikos thoughtful, fr skeptesthai to look, consider - more at spy] 
sceptical /'skeptikl/ adj relating to, charactenstic of, or marked by 
scepticism 

scepticism /'skepti,siz(a)m/ n 1 doubt concerning basic religious pnn- 
ciples (e g immortality, providence, or revelation) 2 the doctnne that 
certain knowledge is unattainable either generally or in a particular sphere 
3 an attitude of doubt, esp associated with implied cnticism 
sceptre, NAm chiefly icepter /’septa/ o 1 a staff borne by a ruler as an 
emblem of sovereignty 2 royal or imperial authonty [ME sceptre, fr OF 
ceptre, ft L sceptrum, fr Gk skeptron staff, sceptre - more at shait] 
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schadenfreude Ahahdn/royd®/ n enjoyment obtained from contem- 
plation of others' misfortunes [G. fr xhaden damage ^ freude joy] 
'schedule Ahedyool. -jal; also, cap NAm 'skedyool, -jai/ n I a statement 
of supplementary details append^ to a document 2 a list, catalogue, or 
inventory 3 (the times in) a timetable 4 a programme, proposal 5 
a body of items to be dealt with (ME ccdule, fr MF, slip of paper, note, 
fr LL scheduia slip of paper, dim. of L scheda, scida sheet of papyrus, fr 
(assumed) Gk schid&, akin to Gk schizem to split - more at 'shed) 
’schedule vt la to place on a schedule b to make a schedule of 2 to 
appoint or designate for a fixed time 3 Br to place on a list of buildings 
or historical remains protected by state legislation - schedaler n 
scheelite /'sheelict/ n calcium tungstate occurring as a mineral [G 
schcelU, fr Karl Scheele 1 1 786 Sw chemist] 

schema Akecma/ n. pi schemata /-mata/ a diagrammatic representa- 
tion, a plan [Gk schemat-, schema] 

schematic /ski'matik/ adj of a scheme or schema; diagrammatic [NL 
schemaUcus, fr Gk sch^at-, schema] - schematically adv 
schematize, -ise Akccma.tiez/ vt 1 to form into a systematic arrange- 
ment 2 to express or depict schematically (Gk schematizein. fr schemas, 
schema] - achematization /-'zayshfajn/ n 
'scheme /skeem/ n 1 a concise statement or table 2 a plan or programme 
of action; a project <a hydroelectnc ~ > 3 a crafty or secret strategy 4 
a systematic arrangement of parts or elements (L schemata schema 
arrangement, figure, fr Gk schemas, schema, fr echem to have, hold, be 
in (such) a condition, akin to OE sige victory, Skt sahate he prevails] 
’scheme vt to form a schenic for — vi to make plans, also to plot, intngue 
" schemer n 

scheming Akecming/ adj shrewdly devious and mtnguing 
schemozzie /shi'mozl/ n a shemozzle 

scherzando /sk :^l’s£udiih/ n. adv. or adj, p/ acherzandos (a passage or 
movement played) m a spnghtly or playful manner - used in music (It. 
fr verbal of scherzare to joke, of Gmc origin; akin to MHG scherzen to 
leap for joy, joke; akin to Gk skatretn to gambol - more at cardinal] 
scherzo /skeatsoh/ n. pi scherzos, scherzi /-tsi/ a lively instrumental 
musical composition or movement in quick usu triple time (It, lit , joke, 
fr scherzare] ^ 

schilling Ahiling/ n ^ Austria at nationality [G. fr OHG skilling, 
a gold coin - more at SHii ling] 

schipperke /'shipaki/ n (any of) a breed of small tailless usu black dogs 
with erect inangular ears (Flem, dim of schipper skipper, fr its use as 
a watchdog on boats] 

schism /'siz(a)m, ‘skiz(D)m/ n 1 separation into opposed factions 2a 
formal division in or separation from a religious body h the offence of 
promoting schism (ME scisme, fr MF cisme, fr LL schismat-, schisma, 
fr Gk, cleft, division, fr schizein to split] 

'schismatic /siz'matik, skiz-/ n a person who creates or takes part in 
schism 

’schismatic also achlsmatical /-kl/ adj 1 (having the character) of 
schism 2 guilty of schism - schismatically adv 
schismat-ize, -Ise /’sizmalicz, 'skiz-/ vi to take part in schism, esp to 
make a breach of union (e g in the church) 
schist /shist/ n a mctamorphic crystalline rock composed of thin layers 
of minerals and splitting along approx parallel planes [F schiste, fr L 
schistos {lapis), lit . fissile stone, fr Gk schistos that may be split, fr 
schtzetn] - achiatose /'shistohs/ adj 

schistosoma Ahist 3 ,sohm/ n any of a family of elongated worms that 
parasitize the blood vessels of birds and mammals (NL Schistosoma. 
genus name, fr Gk schistos + soma body - more at 'soma] - schistosome 
adj, achistoaomal /-'sohml/ adj 

schistosomiasis Ahistasoh'mic-asis/ n. pi schistosomiases /-.see/ 
severe endemic disease of human beings in much of Asia, Africa, and b 
Amenca marked esp by blood loss and tLssuc damage [NL, fr Schish 
osoma] 

schiz* /skits-/, achizo- comb form 1 split; cleft <^schizoca/p) 2 character- 
ized by or involving cleavage <schizoge/i«/s) (NL, fr Gk schizo-, fr 
schizein to split] 

schizo Akitsoh/ n, pi achizoa a schizophrenic person - infml - scWzo 
adj 

schizocarp Akitsoh.kahp/ n a dry compound fruit that splits into 
several indehisccnt single-seeded parts [ISV] 

schizoid Akitsoyd/ adj characterized by. resulting from, tending 
towards, or suggestive of schizophrenia (ISV) - schizoid n 
schizomycata /.skitsoh'micseet, -mie'sect/ n a bacterium (deriv of Gk 
schizo- schiz- + mykrt-. mykes fungus - more at myc-J - achlzomycetoua 
/•mie'seetas/ adj 


schizophrenia /.skitss'freenya/ n a mental disorder characterized by 
loss of contact with reality and disintegration of personality, usu with 
hallucinations and disorder of feeling, behaviour, etc [NL] - schizo- 
phrenic /-'frenik/ adj or n, schizophrenically adv 
schizothymia /.skitsoh'thicmya/ n a tendency towards an introverted 
temperament that while remaining within the bounds of normality some- 
what resembles schizophrenia [NL] - schizothymic /-mik/ n or adj 
schlep, schlepp /shlep/ vt, chiefly NAm to drag, haul (Yiddish shieppen, 
fr MHG sleppen, fr MLG slepen] 

schlieren /'shlwran/ n pi regions of varying refractive index in a 
transparent medium caused by differences in pressure, concentration, etc 
and detected esp by photographing the passage of a beam of light [G] - 
Bchlieric /-nk/ adj 

schlock /shlok/ adj, chiefly NAm of low quality or value (chum out — 

TV senes - Clive James) [Yiddish shlak, fr shlak curse, cheap merchan- 
dise, lit , blow, fr MHG slag, slac, fr OHG slag, fr slahan to strike - more 
at slay] - schlock n 

schmaltz, schmalz /shmalts/ n excessive sentimentalism, esp m music 
or an [Yiddish shmalts, lit , rendered fat, fr MHG smalz, akin to OHG 
smelzan to melt - more at 'smflt] - schmaltzy adj 
schnapps /shnaps/ n, pi schnapps strong gin as ong made in the 
Netherlands [G schnaps, lit., dram of liquor, fr LG, fr snappen to 
snap] 

schnauzer /‘shnowza, 'shnowtsa/ n (any oO an ong German breed of 
dog with a long head and a wiry coat [G. fr schnauze snout - more at 
snout] 

schnitzel /‘shniis(3)l/ n a veal escalope [G, lit , shaving, chip, fr MHG, 
dim of sniz slice, akin to OHG snidan to cut, OE snithan, Czech snit 
bough] 

schnorkel /’s(h)nawkl/ w or n (to) snorkel 

scholar /*skob/ n 1 one who attends a school or studies under a teacher 
2 one who has done advanced study 3 the holder of a scholarship (ME 
scoler, fr OE urolcre A OF escoler, fr ML scholans, fr LL, of a school, 
fr L schola school] 

‘scholarly All/ adj learned, academic 

'scholarship /-ship/ n 1 a grant of money to a student 2 the character, 
methods, or attainments of a scholar, learning 3 a fund of knowledge and 
learning 

Scholarship level n, often cap L an examination that is the highest of 
the 3 levels of the Bntish General Certificate of Education and is a partial 
qualification for university entrance 

scholastic /ska’lasiik/ adj la often cap of Scholasticism b suggestive 
or charactenrtic of a scholar or pedant, esp in specious subtlety or dryness 
2 of schools 0 - scholars (ML A L; ML scholasticus of the schoolmen, fr 
L. of a schos.i I Gk scholasUkos, fr scholazem to keep a school, fr schole 
school] - scholastically adv 

scholasticism /ska*Iasii,siz(3)m/ n leaps chiefly late medieval philo- 
sophical inovement that applied Anstotelian concepts and principles to 
the interpretation of religious dogma 2 pedantic adherence to the tradi- 
tional teachings or methods of a school 

scholiast Akohli.ast/ n a maker of scholia; an annotator (MGk scho- 
liasts. fr scholiazein to write scholia on, fr Gk schobon] - scholiaatic 
/-’astik/ adj 

scholium Askolyam/ n, pi scholia /-ya/. schoUusis a marginal anno- 
tation or comment, esp made by an early grammarian (NL, fr Gk 
schobon comment, scholium, fr dim. of schole lecture] 

'school sk .iobl/fi la an institution for the teaching of children b(l) any 
of the 4 faculties of a medieval university (2) a part of a university (the 
- of engmeenngy c an establishment offering specialized instruction 
(driving - s> d pi. cap the final honours examination for the Oxford BA 
c NAm a college, university 2a(l) the process of teaching or learning, esp 
at a school (2) a session of a school b a school building 3a people with 
a common doctnne or teacher (eg in philosophy or theology) (the 
Frankfurt -^ > b a group of artists under a common stylistic influence 4 
a body of people with similar opinions (a - of thoaghfj (ME scole, fr 
OE scdl, fr L schola, fr Gk schole leisure, discussion, lecture, school, akin 
to Gk echem to hold - more at scheme] 

’school vt 1 to educate in an institution of learning 2a to teach or drill 
in a specific knowledge or skill (^ a horsey b to disapline or habituate 
to sthg 

*school n a large number of fish or aquatic animals of 1 kind swimming 
together [ME scole, fr MD schole; akin to OE scolu multitude, scyhan 
to separate - more at skill] 

^school VI to swim or feed in a school 

•chool age n the age at which children are legally required to start 
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attending school, aJso the penod of life dunng which such attendance is 
required 

'school.boy /-.boy/, fern 'school.girl n a schoolchild 
'school, child /-.chield/ n a child attending school 
'schoolfellow A.feloh/ n a schoolmate 

'school, house /-.hows/ n a building used as a school, esp a country 
pnmary school 

schooling Akoobling/ n la instruction in school b training or guidance 
from practical expenence 2 the cost of instruction and maintenance at 
school 3 the training of a horse to service; esp the teaching and exerasing 
of horse and nder in the formal techniques of horse nding 
'school.kid /-,kid/ n a schoolchild - infml 

.SChool’leaver n, Br a pupil who is about to leave or has recently left 
school 

'school, marm, schoolma'am /-.mahm/ n 1 a pnm censorious woman 
2 chiefly NAm a female schoolteacher, esp a rural or small-town school- 
mistress [school 4 marm, alter of ma'am] 

'SChool,master /-.mahsta/, fern 'schoolmistresa n a schoolteacher 
'schoolmate /-.mayt/ n a companion at school 
'schoolroom /-.roohm/ n a room where children are taught 
Schools Council n the ofTicial Bntish body that conducts inquines into 
school curricula 

'schoolteacher /-.teecha/ n a person who teaches in a school 
'schoolwork /-.wuhk/ n lessons 

schooner Akoohna/ /? 1 a fore-and-aft rigged sailing vessel having 2 or 
more masts 2a Br (1) a relatively tall narrow glass used esp for a large 
measure of sherry or port (2) the capacity of a schooner used as a measure 
(e g for sherry) b chiefly NAm A Austr a large tall dnnking glass, esp 
for beer [ongin unknown] 

schorl /shawl/ n (black) tourmaline [G schorl] - schorlaceous 
/shaw'layshas/ adj 

schottische /sho'teesh/ n (music for) a round dance in duple time 
resembling a slow polka [G, fr schottisch Scottish, fr Schotte Scot, akin 
to OE Scottas Scots] 

schuss /shoos/ VI or n (to ski down) a straight high-speed ski run [n G. 
lit , shot, ‘V OHG SCU 2 - more at shot, vb fr n] 
schwa / .hwah/ n (the symbol /a/ used for) an unstressed vowel that is 
the usual sound of the first and last vowels of banana [G, fr Heb 
shewa] 

Schwann call /shvan/ n a cell whose plasma membrane forms the 
myelin sheath of a nerve fibre [Theodor Schwann tl882 G naturalist] 
sciagram Aie'a,gram/ n a figure formed by shading in the outline of a 
shadow [ISV xia- (fr Gk skia shadow) ♦ -gram - more at shine] 
sciatic /sie'atik/ adj 1 of or situated near the hip 2 of or caused by 
sciatica painsy [MF xiatique, fr LL xiaticus, alter of L ixhiadicus 
of sciatica, fr Gk ixhtadtkos, fr ixhiad-, ixhias sciatica, fr ixhion 
ischium] 

sciatica /sie'atika/ n pain in the back of the thigh, buttocks, and lower 
back caused esp by pressure on the sciatic nerve [ME, fr ML, fr LL, fern 
of sc/ancus] 

sciatic nerve n cither of the 2 largest nerves in the body that pass out 
of the pelvis and down the back of the thigh, one on each side of the body, 
and supply the pelvic region and leg 
science Aie-ans/ n la a department of systematized knowledge ithe ^ 
of theology} b sthg (e g a skill) that may be learned systematically {the 
^ of boxing} c any of the natural sciences 2a coordinated knowledge 
of the operation of general laws, esp as obtained and tested through 
saentific method b such knowledge of the physical world and its 
phenomena; natural science 3 a system or method (purporting to be) 
based on scientific pnnciples [ME, fr MF, fr L xientia, fr xient-, xiens 
having knowledge, fr prp of xire to know; akin to L xindere to cut - more 
at ‘shed] 

.scisnee 'fiction n fiction of a type orig set in the future and dealing 
principally with the impact of science on society or individuals, but now 
including also works of literary fantasy 

•cientif ic /Aie-an'tifik/ adj of or exhibiting the methods of science [ML 
xientificus producing knowledge, fr L xtent-, xiens + -i- + -ficus -fic] 
- sdcatifieaUy adv 

sciontific notation n a system in which numbers are expressed as 
products consisting of a number between 1 and 10 multiplied by a power 
oflO 

sciantlam /*8ie'an.tiz(a)m/ n 1 methods and attitudes (held to be) 
typical of the natural scientist 2 an exaggerated trust in the efficacy of 
scientific methods for explaining social or psychological phenomena or 
problems 


acientist Aie-antist/ n an expert in a science, esp natural science; a 
saentific investigator [L scie/iria] 

Scientology /.siean'tobji/ n, often cap a religious and psycho- 
therapeutic movement begun in 1952 by L Ron Hubbard [L xientia + 
E -logy] 

sci-fi /'sie .fie/ adj or n (of or being) science fiction 
scilicet /'sieli.set/ adv namely; to wit - used to introduce a word (e g 
in clanfication or reiteration) [ME, fr L, surely, to wit. fr xire to know 
+ hcet It IS permitted, fr Ucere to be permitted - more at licence] 
scille Alb/ n any of a genus of Old World bulb-forming plants of the 
Illy family with clusters of pink, blue, or white flowers [NL, genus name, 
fr L, squill - more at squill] 

scimitar /'simita, -tah/ n a chiefly Middle Eastern sword having a curved 
blade which narrows towards the hilt and is sharpened on the convex side 
[It ximitaira, perh fr Per shimshir] 

scintigraphy /sin'tigrafi/ n the production of a two-dimensional picture 
of a body part by detection of the emitted radiation after administration 
of a radioisotope [sc/nf/llation f -graphy, fr the scintillation counter used 
to record radiation on the picture] - scintigraphic /.sinti'grafik/ adj 
scintilla /sin'tib/ n an iota, trace [L] 

scintillate /'smti.layt/ vi 1 to emit sparks 2 to emit flashes as if 
throwing off sparks, alw to sparkle, twinkle 3 to be bnlliant or animated 
<scintillating wit} [L scintillatus, pp of scintillare to sparkle, fr xintilla 
spark] - scintillant adj 

scintillation /,smtriaysh(3)n/ n I the twinkling of a celestial body 2a 
a spark or flash emitted in scintillating b a flash of light produced when 
a substance capable of phosphorescence is hit by a single electron, alpha 
particle, photon, etc 3 a dar/.ling outburst (e g of wit) [sciniillaie » 
-ion] 

scintillation counter n a device for measuring the amount of radioac- 
tivity in a sample by detecting and counting the flashes of light in a crystal 
or phosphor that result from the emission of radioactive particles from the 
sample 

scion Aic an/ n 1 a detached living part of a plant joined to a stock in 
grafting and usu supplying parts above ground of the resulting graft 2 a 
(male) descendant or offspring [ME, fr MF cion, of Gmc ongin, akin to 
OHG chinan to sprout, split open, OE cinan to gape] 
scirocco /shi'rokoh, si-/ n a sirocco 

scirrhus Airas/ n, pi scirrhi /’sine/ a hard sldW-growing malignant 
tumour, esp in the breast, consisting mostly of fibrous tissue [NL. fr Gk 
skiros, skiirhos, fr sk/ros hard] - scirrhous /"siras/ adj 
icissile /'sisiel/ adj capable of being cut smoothly or split easily [F, fr 
L scissilis, fr xissus, pp of semdere to split - more at 'shed] 
scission Aizh(a)n/ n cutting, splitting, etc or a cut, split, etc [F, fr LL 
scission-, xissio, fr L sc/wus, pp] 
scissor Aiza/ vt to cut (out) (as lO with scissors 
scissors /'siz9l/ npl la cutting instrument with 2 blades pivoted so that 
their cutting edges slide past each other 2 sing or pi in constr a gymnastic 
feat in which the leg movements suggest the opening and closing of 
scissors [ME sisoure, fr MF cisoire, fr LL cisonum cutting instrument, 
irreg fr L caesus, pp of caedere to cut - more at concise.] - scissor 
adj 

scissors kick n a swimming kick in which the legs move from the hip 
and come together like scissor blades 

scler- /sklia-/, sclero- comb form hard <sclcra> (scleroderma) [NL, fr 
Gk skier-, sklero-, fr skleros more at skeleton] 
sclers Akliara/ n the opaque white outer coat enclosing the eyeball 
except for the part covered by the cornea nerve [NL, fr Gk skleros 
hard] - scleral Akliaral, 'skleral/ adj 

sclerenchyma /sklia'rengkima/ n a supporting tissue in higher plants 
composed of cells with thickened and woody waQs - compare cqllen- 
qhyma, parenchyma [NL] - sclerenchymatosa /.skliareng'kimatas/ 
adj 

sclerosis /skb'rohsis/ n 1 (a disease charactenzRd by) abnormal hard- 
ening of tissue, esp from overgrowth of fibrous tissue 2 the natural 
hardening of plant cell walls usu by the formation of lignin [ME xlirosis, 
fr ML, fr Gk sklerosis hardening, fr skleroun to harden, fr skleros] - 
scleroac /sklerohs, -rohz/ vb 

'sclerotic /skb'rotik/ adj 1 being or relating to the sclera 2 of or affected 
with sclerosis 

’sclerotic n the sclera [ML xlerotica, fr (assumed) Gk sklerdtos, verbal 
of Gk skleroun to harden] 

sclerotium /skb'rohshyam/ n, pi sclerotia /-tya/ a compact mass of 
hardened fungal mycelium that becomes detached and remains dormant 
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until a favourable opportunity for growth occurs [NL, fr (assumed) Gk 
skJcrdtos] - iclcrotial /-sh(d)l/ adj 

'scoff /skof/ n an expression of scorn, derision, or contempt [ME scof, 
prob of Scand ongin, akin to obs Dan skof '}esV, akin to OFns skof 
mockery] 

’scoff VI to show contempt by derisive acts or language - often f a/ 
at conventional wisdom} - scoffer n 
’scoff vt, chiefly Br to eat, esp greedily, rapidly, or in an ill-mannered way 
- infml [prob alter, of earlier scaff, of unknown origin] 

'scold Akohld/ n a woman who habitually nags or quarrels [ME scald, 
scold, prob of Scand origin; akin to ON skald poet, skald, Icel skaJda to 
make scurnlous verse] 

’scold VI to Hnd fault noisily and at length ^ vt to reprove sharply - 

scolder n 

scolex Akohleks/ n, pi scolices Ako'lee.seez/ the head of a tapeworm 
[NL scolic-, scolex, fr Gk skolek-, skolex worm, akin to Gk skelos leg - 
more at cylinder] 

scoliosis /rSkoli'ohsis/ n, pi scolioses /-.seez/ a sideways curvature of the 
spine - compare kyphosis, iordosis [NL, fr Gk skolidsis crookedness 
of a bodily part, fr skolios crooked ~ more at cylinder] - scoliotic /-iik/ 
adj 

scollop Akobp/ n a scallop [by alter ] 

scombroid /'skombroyd/ n any of a suborder of spiny-finned sea fishes 
(e g the mackerel) used for food [denv of Gk skombros mackerel] - 
scombroid adj 

'sconce Akons/ n a bracket candlestick or group of candlesticks; also an 
electnc light fixture patterned on a candle sconce [ME, fr MF esconse 
screened lantern, fr OF, fr fern of escons, pp of escondre to hide, fr L 
abscondere - more at abscond] 

’sconce n a detached uifLioivc work (e g a fort or mound) [D schans, fr 
G schanze] 

’sconce n, Br (the mug used for) a forfeit formerly common at Oxford and 
Cambndge universities that involves drinking or supplying dnnk (eg 
beer) [perh fr archaic sconce (head)] - sconce vt 
scone /skohn, or skon/ n any of several small light cakes made from a 
dough or batter containing a raising agent and baked in a hot oven or on 
a gnddle (perh fr D schoonbrood fine white bread, fr schoon pure, clean 
+ brood bread] 

'scoop Akoohp/ n la a large ladle for taking up or skimming liquids b 
a deep shovel for lifting and moving granular malenal (e g com or sand) 
c a handled utensil of shovel shape or with a hemisphencal bowl for 
spooning out soft food (e g ice cream) d a small spoon-shaped utensil for 
cutting or gouging (e g in surgical operations) 2a an act or the action of 
scooping b the amount held by a scoop <a -- of sugar} 3 a cavity 4 
matenal for publication or broadcast, esp when obtained ahead or to the 
exclusion of competitors [ME scope, fr MD schopc', akin to OHG skepfen 
to shape - more at shape] - scoopful n 
’scoop vt 1 to take out or up (as i0 with a scoop 2 to empty by scooping 
3 to make hollow; dig out 4 to obtain a news story in advance or to the 
exclusion of (a competitor) 5 to obtain by swift action or sudden good 
fortune - chiefly infml the lion’s share of an aid programme} 
scoot /skoohl/ VI to go suddenly and swiftly - infml [prob of Scand 
ongin; akin to ON skjota to shoot - more at 'shoot] - scoot n 
scooter Akoohta/ n 1 a child's foot-operated vehicle consisting of a 
narrow board with usu I wheel at each end and an upnght steenng handle 

2 MOTOR SttX)TER 

'scope /skohp/ n 1 space or opportunity for unhampered action, thought, 
or development 2a extent of treatment, activity, or influence b extent of 
understanding or perception [It scopo purpose, goal, fr Gk skopos, akin 
to Gk skeptesthai to watch, look at - more at spy] 

’scope n a periscope, telescope, or other optical instrument - infml 
[-scope] 

-scope /-skohp/ comb form (- #i) instrument for viewing or observing 
<mjcroscope> (NL -scopium, fr Gk -skopion, akin to Gk skeptesthai] 
scopolamine /skoh'polameen. -mm/ n hyoscine [G scopolamin, fr NL 
Scopolia, genus of plants 4 G amin amine] 

-scopy/’skapi/ comb form (- n) viewing; observation </a(/joscopy) (Gk 
’Skopia, fr skeptesthai] 

scorbutic /skaw'byoohtik/ adj of, resembling, or diseased with scurvy 
[NL scorbuticus, fr scorbutus scurvy, prob of Gmc ongin; akin to OE 
scurf] ~ scorbutically adv 

'scorch /skawch/ vt Mo bum so as to produce a change in colour and 
texture 2a to parch (as iO with intense heat b to criticize or deride bitterly 

3 to devastate completely, esp before abandoning - used in scorched earth, 
of property of possible use to an enemy ^ vi 1 to become scorched 2 to 


travel at (excessive) speed [ME scorenen, scorchen, prob of Scand oiigm; 
akin to ON skorpna to shnvel up - more at shrimp] - scorcbisgly 
adv 

’scorch n a mark resulting from scorching 
scorcher /skawcha/ n a very hot day - infml ['scorch + '-er] 
'score /skaw/ n, pi scores, {la, b) scores, score la twenty b a group of 
20 things - used in combination with a cardinal number (^fivescore} c pi 
an indefinite large number 2a a line (e g a scratch or incision) made (as 
if) with a sharp instrument b a notch used for keeping a tally 3a an 
account or reckoning kept by making incisions b an account of debts c 
an amount due 4 a grudge (settle an old 5a a reason, ground 
(complain on the ^ of maltreatment} b a subject, topic (have no doubts 
on that -» ) 6a the copy of a musical composition in wntten or printed 
notation b the music for a film or theatneal production c a complete 
descnption of a dance composition in choreographic notation 7a a 
number that expresses accomplishment (e g in a game or test) b an act 
(e g a goal, run, or try) in any of vanous games or contests that increases 
such a number 8 the inescapable facts of a situation (knows the '^} [ME 
scor, fr ON skor notch, tally, twenty, akin to OE scieraji to cut - more 
at shear] 

’score vt la to record (as lO by notches on a tally b to enter (a debt) in 
an account - usu 4^ to or against c to cancel or strike out (e g record of 
a debt) with a line or notch - often + out 2 to mark with grooves, 
scratches, or notches 3a(l) to gam (e g points) in a game or contest <~ d 
S runs} (2) to have as a value in a game or contest (a try 4 points} 
b to gam, win < ^ d a success with his latest novel} 4a to write or arrange 
(music) for specific voice or instrumental parts b to orchestrate c to 
compose a score for (c g a film) - vi 1 to record the scores or make a score 
m a game or contest 2 to obtain a rating or grade high in intelligaice 
tests} 3a to gam or have an advantage or a success b to obtam ilhat drugs 
- slang c to achieve a sexual success - slang - scorer n - score off 
someone Br to get the better of sby in debate or argument 
'score, board /-.bawd/ n a usu large board for displaying the state of play 
(c g the score) in a game or match 

scoria /*skawn a/ n, pi scoriae /-n,ee/ 1 the refuse from smelting ores 
or melting metals 2 rough cmdery lava [ME, fr L, fr Gk skona, fr sirdr 
excrement, akin to OE sceam dung, L muscerda mouse dropping] - 
scoriaceous /.skawn'ayshas/ adj 

'scorn /skawn/ n 1 vigorous contempt, disdain 2 an expression of 
extreme contempt 3 an object of extreme disdain or dension [ME, fr OF 
escam, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG seem jest, akin to Gk skairein to 
gambt^l] - scornful adj 

’scorn vt to reject with outspoken contempt - scorncr n 
Scorpio Afc.iwpioh/ n (sby bom under) the 8th sign of the zodiac in 
virology, wbi- h is pictured as a scorpion symbol (L, fr Gk 
Skorpios, lit , scorpion] Scorpion adj or n 

scorpioid /*skBwpi,oyd/ adj curved at the end like a scorpion's tail (a 
mflorescuice} [Gk skorpioeides resembling a scorpion, fr skorpios] 
scorpion /skawpyan/ n 1 any of an order of arachnids having an 
elongated body and a narrow tail beanng a venomous sting at the tip 2 
a whip studded with metal spikes [ME, fr OF, fr L scorpion-, scorpto, 
fr Gk skorpios, akin to OE scieran to cut - more at shear] 

'scorpion .fish n any of several spiny-finned sea fishes; esp one with a 
venomous spiuC on the dorsal fin 

'scorpion .fly n any of a family of ftcsh-eating insects that have 
cylindneal bodies and the male genitalia enlarged into a swollen bulb 
scorzonera /.skawza'mara/ n (a European composite plant with) a black 
edible root similar to that of salsify [NL, genus name, fr It] 

Scot /skot/ n 1 a member of a Gaelic people ong of N Ireland that settled 
in Scotland about ad 500 2 a native or inhabitant of Scotland [ME 
Scottes Scots, fr OE Scottas Inshmen, Scots, fr LL Scotus Irishman] 
'scotch /skoch/ vt la to stamp out, crush b to hinder, thwart 
schemes for sponsorship} 2 to repudiate by exhibiUng as false 
rumours} [ME scocchen to gash] 

’scotch tt a slight cut 

'Scotch adj Scottish [contr of Scottish] 

’Scotch tt 1 Scots 2 pi in constr the Scots 3 often not cap scotch 
WHISKY; broadly (a) whisky 

.Scotch 'broth n soup made from beef or mutton, vegeubles, and 
barley 

.Scotch 'egg n a hard-boiled egg covered with sausage meat, costed with 
breadcrumbs, and deep-fned 
.Scotch 'pine n scots pine 

Scotch tape trademark - used for any of numerous adhesive tapes 
.Scotch terrier n Scottish terrier 
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.Scotch ‘whisky n whisky distilled in Scotland, esp from malted 
barley 

.Scotch 'woodcock n buttered toast spread with anchovy paste and 
scrambled egg 

scoter /'skohta/ n, /i/ scoters, c&p collectively scoter any of several mostly 
black sea ducks [origin unknown] 

.scot’f rss adj without any penalty, payment, or injury [scof (payment, 
tax), fr ME, fr ON shot shot, contnbution - more at shot] 

SCOtis /’skohsha/ n a deep concave moulding, esp on the base of a column 
ARCHriBCTURE [L, fr Ok skotia, fr fern of skotios dark, shadowy, 
fr skotos darkness - more at shade] 

.Scotland 'Yard /skotland/ n sing or pi in constr the cnminal investi- 
gation department of the London metropolitan police force [Scotland 
Yard, street in London formerly the headquarters of the metropolitan 
police] 

scotoma /ska'tohma/ n, pi scotomas, scotomata /-mata/ a blind or dark 
spot in the visual field [NL scotomat-, scotoma, fr ML, dimness of vision, 
fr Gk skotdmat; skotoma, fr skotoun to darken, fr sko/os] - scotomatous 
/-'tomatas/ adj 

scotopic /ska'topik, -'toh-/ adj relating to or being vision in dim light 
with eyes adapted to the dark - compare photopic [NL scotopia sco- 
topic vision, fr Gk skotos darkness 4 NL -opia] - scotopia /-pi a/ n 
'Scots /skots/ adj Scottish -used esp of the people and language or in legal 
context [ME Scottis, alter, of Scottish] - Scotsman n 
’Scots n the English language of Scotland 

.Scots 'pine n a N European and Asian pine with spreading branches, 
short twisted needles, and hard yellow wood that provides valuable 
timber 

Scotticism /'skoti.siz(a)m/ n a charactenstic feature of Scottish English, 
esp as contrasted with standard English [LL scotticus of the ancient 
Scots, fr Scotus Scot] 

scottis /'skoti/ n 1 cap a (male) Scot - used esp as a nickname 2 
SCOTTISH TERRIER [Stof 4 -ie] 

'Scottish Akotish/ adj (characteristic) of Scotland [ME. fr Scottes 
Scots] - Scottishnesa n 
’Scottish n Scots 

.Scottish 'terrier n (any oO a Scottish breed of terner with short legs 
and a very wiry coat of usu black hair 

scoundrel Akowndml/ n a wicked or dishonest fellow [ongin 
unknown] - Moimdrclly adj 

'scour Akowa/ W 1 to move through or range over usu swiftly 2 to make 
a rapid but thorough search of [ME scuren, prob of Scand ongin; akin 
to Sw skura to rush] 

’scour vt la to rub vigorously in order to cleanse b to remove by rubbing, 
esp with rough or abrasive matenal 2 to clean out by purging 3 to free 
from impunties (as if) by washing 4 to clear, excavate, or remove (as iQ 
by a powerful current of water ^ v/ 1 to undertake scounng 2 esp of 
cattle to suffer from diarrhoea or dysentery 3 to become clean and bnght 
by bemg nibbed (ME scouren] - scourer /’skow(a)r3/ n 
’scour n 1 scouring action (e g of a glaaer) 2 diarrhoea or dysentery, esp 
in cattle - usu pi with sing meamng but sing, or pi in constr 
'scourgs /skuhj/ n 1 a whip used to inflict punishment 2a a means of 
vengeance or cnticism b a cause of affliction [ME, fr AF escorge, fr 
(assumed) OF escorgier to whip, fr OF es- ex- f L corrigia whip] 
’scourgs vt 1 to flog 2a to punish severely b to subject to affliction, 
devastate c to subject to scathing cnticism - scourger n 
scouring Akow(3)ring/ n matenal removed by scounng or cleaning 
scouring rush n a plant with stems containing hard granules of silica 
formerly used for scounng; specif a horsetail 

Scouse /skows/ n or adj (a native or inhabitant or the dialect) of 
Merseyside - chiefly infml [short for lobscouse-, fr the popularity of 
lobscouse in Merseyside] 

'scout /skowt/ VI to make an advance survey (eg to obtain military 
information) ^ vr 1 to observe or explore in order to obtain mformation 
2 to find by making a search - often -4 out or up [ME scouten, fr MF 
escouter to listen, fr L auscultate - more at auscultation] 

’scout n 1 the act or an instance of scouting 2a sby or sthg sent to obtain 
(military) information b talent scout 3 an Oxford university college 
servant > compare bedder, gyp 4 often cap a member of a worldwide 
movement of boys and young men that was founded with the aim of 
developing leadership and comradeship and that lays stress on outdoor 
activities; specif a British boy member aged from 11 to IS 
'scout ,CSr n a fast armoured military reconnaissance vehicle 
Scoutsr /'skowta/ n an adult leader in the Scout movement 
Scouting Akowting/ n the activities of the Scout movement 


'scouttnsstsr /-.masta/ n the adult leader of a troop of scouts - no 
longer used technically 

scow /skow/ n a large flat-bottomed usu unpowered boat used chiefly for 
transporting ore, sand, refuse, etc [D schouw, akin to OHG scaJta punt 
pole] 

'scowl /skowl/ VI 1 to frown or wnnkle the brows in expression of 
displeasure 2 to exhibit a gloomy or threatening aspect [ME skoulen, 
prob of Scand ongin; akin to Dan skule to scowl] - scowler n 
’scowl n an angry frown 

'scrabble AkrabI/ vi scrabbling /'skrabling/ 1 to scratch or scrape about 
2a to scramble, clamber b to struggle frantically (^urchins scrabbling for 
lefioversy USE infml [D schrabbelen to scratch] - scrabbler n 
’scrabble n 1 a persistent scratching or clawing 2 a scramble USE 
infml 

Scrabble tradem^ - used for a board game of word-building from 
individual letters -1.^ word 

'scrag /skrag/ n 1 a scraggy person or animal 2 (the bony end nearest 
the head oO a neck of mutton or veal meat [perh alter, of 
^crag] 

’scrag vt -gg- 1 to kill or execute by hanging, garrotting, or wnnging the 
neck of 2 to attack in anger - infml 
SCraggly /'skragli/ adj. NAm irregular, also ragged, unkempt - infml 
scraggy /'skragi/ adj lean and lanky in growth or build 
scram /skram/ vi -mm* to go away at once - infml [short for 
scramble] 

'scramble /'skrambl/ vb scrambling /'skrambling/ vi la to move or 
climb using hands and feet, esp hastily b to move with urgency or panic 
2 to struggle eagerly or chaotically for possession of sthg 3a to spread or 
grow irregularly hofa plant to climb over a support 4 esp of an aircraft 
or Its crew to take off quickly in response to an alert '^vt 1 to collect by 
scrambling - + up or together d up a hasty supper} 2a to toss or mix 
together b to prepare (eggs) in a pan by stirnng dunng cooking 3 to cause 
or order (an aircraft) to scramble 4 to encode (the elements of a 
telecommunications transmission) in order to make unintelligible on 
unmodified receivers [perh alter of 'scrabble] 

’scramble n l a scrambling movement or struggle 2 a disordered mess, 
a jumble 3 a rapid emergency takeoff of aircraft 4 a motorcycle race over 
very rough ground 

scrambling Akramblmg/ n moto-cross 

'scrap /skrap/ n I pi fragments of discarded or leftover food 2a a small 
detached fragment b an excerpt from sthg written or pnntcd c the 
* smallest piece 3 pi the remains of animal fat after rendenng, cracklings 
4a the residue from a manufactunng process b manufactured articles or 
parts, esp of metal, rejected or discarded and useful only for reprocessing 
[ME, fr ON skrap scraps, akin to ON skrapa to scrape] 

’scrap vf -pp- 1 to convert into scrap < a battleship} 2 to abandon or 
get nd of, as without further use outworn methods} 

’scrap VI or n -pp- (to engage in) a minor fight or dispute - infml [ongin 
unknown] 

'scrap, bfMk /-.book/ n a blank book in which miscellaneous items (e g 
newspaper cuttings or postcards) may be pasted 
'scrape /skrayp/ vt la to remove (clinging matter) from a surface by usu 
repeated strokes of an edged instrument b to make (a surface) smooth or 
clean with strokes of an edged or rough instrument 2a to grate harshly 
over or against b to damage or injure by contact with a rough surface c 
to draw roughly or noisily over a surface 3 to collect or procure (as lO 
by scraping - often 4 up or together up the price of a pint} ^ vi 1 
to move in sliding contact with a rough or abrasive surface 2 to 
accumulate money by small but difficult economies (scraping and saving 
to educate their children} 3 to draw back the foot along the ground in 
making a bow - chiefly in bow and scrape 4 to get by with difficulty or 
succeed by a narrow margin - often f in, through, or by <jhe candidate 
»-d through with a majority of 6} [ME scrapeih fr ON skrapa-, akin to 
OE scrapian to scrape. L scTod/$ ditch, Gk keirein to cut - more at shear] 
- icraper n 

’scrape n la an act, process, or result of scraping b the sound of scraping 
2 a disagreeable predicament, esp as a result of foolish behaviour - 
infml 

acraparboard /'skraypa.bawd/ n prepared cardboard on which a design 
may be produced by scraping away parts of a black surface 
'acrap .heap n 1 a pile of discarded matenals, esp metal 2 the place to 
which useless things are consigned 

acrapie /'skraypi/ n a usu fatal virus disease of sheep charactenzed by 
twitching, intense itching, emaciation, and finally paralysis ['scrape] 
acrappy Akrapi/ adj consisting of scraps (a ^ education} 



871 


scr 


'scrap, yard A.yahd/ n, chiefly Br a yard where scrap (metal) is collected 
or processed 

'scratch /skrach/ vt 1 to scrape or dig with the claws or nails 2 to tear, 
mark, or cut the surface of with sthg sharp or jagged 3 to scrape or rub 
lightly (e g to relieve itching) 4 to scrape together <'^ a precanous living 
- Punchy 5 to wnte or draw on a surface <'^ed his initials on the desky 
6fl to cancel or erase (as lO by drawing a line through b to withdraw (an 
entry) from competition 1 to use the claws or nails in digging, 
tearing, or wounding 2 to scrape or rub oneself (e g to relieve itching) 3 
to acquire money by hard work and saving 4 to make a thin grating sound 
<ithis pen -es> [blend of E dial scrat (to scratch) and obs E cratch (to 
scratch)] - scratcher n 

‘scratch n 1 a mark, injury, or slight wound (produced by scratching) 

2 the sound of scratching 3 the most rudimentary beginning - in from 
scratch 4 standard or satisfactory condition or performance </ior up 
to -> 

‘scratch adj 1 made or done by chance and not as intended <a shoty 
2 arranged or put together haphazardly or hastily <a team ) 3 without 

handicap or allowance <a golfery 

scratchy Akrachi/ adj 1 tending to scratch or irntate wooty 2 
making a scratching noise (a pen) 3 made (as lO with scratches 
drawmgy 4 uneven m quality 5 irntable, fractious - scratchiness n 
scrawl /skrawl/ vb to wnte or draw awkwardly, hastily, or carelessly 
[ongin unknown] - scrawl n. scrawler n, scrawly adj 
scrawny Akrawni/ adj exceptionally thin and slight < ^ cattley (ongin 
unknown] - scrawniness n 

'scream /skreem/ w la(l) to voice a sudden piercing cry, esp in alarm 
or pain (2) to produce harsh high tones b to move with or make a shnll 
noise like a scream 2 to speak or write violently or hystencally (a ^ ing 
headliney 3 to pioviui.e a vivid or startling effect <a mg redy ^ vr 1 
to utter (as lO with a scream or screams 2 to bnng to a specified state 
by screaming <-«- oneself hoarsey [ME scremen, akin to OHG senan to 
scream] - screamer n 

‘scream n 1 a shnll penetrating cry or noise 2 sby or sthg that provokes 
screams of laughter </ie’s a ^ after a dnnk or 2) - infml 
screamingly /skrecmingh/ ad\ extremely funnyy 
scree /skree/ n (a mountain slope covered with) loose stones or rocky 
debns -3* ofiXjRaphy [ofScand origin; akin to ON skntha landslide, 
fr skntha to creep, akin to OHG senfan to go, Lilh skrytis nm of a 
wheel] 

'screech /skrecch/ vi l to utter a shnll piercing cry, cry out, esp in terror 
or pain 2 to make a sound like a screech <r/ie car '^edtoa halty (alter 
of earlier scntch, fr ME scnchen, akin to ON skraekja to screech] - 
screecher n 

‘screech n a shnll sound or cry 

'screech ,owl n a bam owl or other owl with a harsh shnll cry 
screed Akreed/ n 1 an overlong usu dull piece of wnting 2 a stnp (c g 
of plaster) serving as a guide to the thickness of a subsequent coat 3 a 
levelling device drawn over freshly poured concrete [ME screde frag- 
ment, fr OE screade - more at siikld] 

'screen /skreen/ n la a usu movable piece of furniture that gives 
protection from heat or draughts or is used as an ornament </7re > b 

an ornamental partition 2a sthg that shelters, protects, or conceals <a ^ 
of light infantryy b a shield for secret usu illicit practices 3a a sieve or 
perforated matenal set in a frame used to separate coarser from finer parts 
b a device that shields from interference (e g by electncal or magnetic 
fields) c a frame holding a netting used esp in a window or door to exclude 
mosquitoes and other pests 4a a surface on which images are projected 
. or reflected b the surface on which the image appears in a television or 
radar receiver teluvision c a ruled glass plate through which an 
image is photographed in making a halftone 5a the film industry; films 
<a star of stage and ^ > h the medium of television (ME serene, fr MF 
escren, fr MD scherm, akin to OHG skirm screen, L conum skin - more 
at cuirass] 

‘screen vt 1 to guard from injury, danger, or punishment 2a to separate 
(as iO with a screen b to provide with a screen to keep out pests (e g 
insects) 3a to pass (e g coal, gravel, or ashes) through a screen to separate 
the fine part from the coarse; also to remove (as iQ by a screen b(l) to 
examine systematically so as to separate into different groups visa 
applicationsy (2) to test or check by a screening process 4a to show or 
broadcast (a film or television programme) b to present in a film or on 
television - screenable adj, screener n 

screening Askreening/ n I pi but sing or pi in constr matenal (e g waste 
or fine coal) separated out by a screen 2 metal or plastic mesh (e g for 
window screens) 3 a showing of a film or television programme 


'ecreen.piay /-.play/ n the senpt of a film including descnption of 
characters, details of scenes and settings, dialogue, and stage directions 
screen printing n silk screen -- screea^printed adj 
'screen, writer /-.neta/ n a wnter of screenplays 
'screw /skrooh/ n 1 a simple machine of the inclined plane type m which 
the applied force acts along a spiral path about a cylinder while the 
resisting force acts along the axis of the cylinder 2a a usu pointed tapering 
metal rod having a raised thread along all or part of its length and a usu 
slotted head which may be dnven into a body by rotating (e g with a 
screwdnver) b a screw-bolt that can be turned by a screwdnver 3a sthg 
like a screw in form or function, a spiral b a turn of a screw, alw a twist 
resembling such a turn 4 screw propei ler 5 a thumbscrew 6 backs- 
pin, esp when given to a cue ball in billiards, snooker, etc 7 chiefly Br 
a small twisted paper packet (e g of tobacco) 8 sby who dnves a hard 
bargain - slang 9 a prison guard - slang 10 an act of sexual intercourse 
- vulg [ME, fr MF cscroe female screw, nut. fr ML scrofa, fr L, sow] - 
screwlike adj 

‘screw vt lad) to attach, close, operate, adjust, etc by means of a screw 
(2) to unite or separate by means of a screw or a twisting motion the 
2 pieces togethery b to cause to rotate spirally about an axis 2«(1) to 
contort (the face) or narrow (the eyes) (c g with effort or an emotion) - 
often ) up (2) to crush into irregular folds b to make a spiral groove or 
ndge in 3 to increase the intensity, quantity, or effectiveness of up 
one’s couragey 4 to give backwards spin to (a ball) 5a to make oppressive 
demands on cd him for every penny he’d goty b to extract by pressure 
or threat - usu ♦ from or out of 6 to copulate with -- vi la to rotate like 
or as a screw b to become secured (as if) by screwing - usu ^ on or up 
(panels that on) 2 to turn or move with a twisting motion 3 to 
copulate USE (vt 2a(2), 3) usu ♦ up, (vt S) slang, (vt 6, vi 3) vulg ~ 
screwer n 

'screw,ball /-,bawl/ n or adj, chiefly NAm (sby) crazily eccentnc or 
whimsical - infml 

'8Crew-,bolt n a blunt-tipped metal rod or pin for fastening objects 
together that has a head at one end and a screw thread at the other for 
screwing into a threaded hole (e g on a nut) 

'8crew,driver /-.dneva/ n a tool for turning screws 
screwed adj drunk - infml [fr pp of 'screw] 
screw eye n a device with a pointed threaded shaft and a head in the 
form of a loop 

screw pine n any of a genus of tropical plants with slender palmltke 
stems and crowns of swordlike leaves 

screw propeller n a device that consists of a central hub with radiating 
blades and is used to propel a vehicle (e g a ship or aeroplane) 
screw threed n the projecting spiral nb of a screw 
screw top n (an opening designed to take) a cover secured by twist- 
ing 

screw up vt 1 to fasten or lock (as lO by a screw 2 to bungle, botch 3 
to cause to become anxious or neurotic USE (2, J) slang 
screwy /’skrooh i/ adj crazily absurd, eccentnc, or unusual, also mad - 
infml - screwiocss n 

scribble AkribI/ vb scribbling Aknbling/ to wnte or draw without 
regard for legibility or coherence [ME scnblen, fr ML scnbillare, fr L 
senbere to wnte] - scribble n 

scribbler Aknbb/ n a minor or worthless author [scribble + '-fr] 
'scribe /skneb/ n 1 a member of a learned class of lay junsis in ancient 
Israel up to New Testament times 2 a copier of manusenpts 3 an author, 
specif a journalist - chiefly humor [ME. fr L senba official wnter, fr 
senbere to wnte, akm to Gk skanphasthai to scratch an outline, keiran 
to cut - more at shear] - scribal adj 
‘scribe vt 1 to mark a line on by sconng with a pointed instrument 2 to 
make (e g a line) by scratching or gouging [prob short for desenbe] 
scriber /'sknebo/ n a sharp-pointed tool for making marks, esp on 
matenal (e g metal) to be cut 

scrimmage Aknmij/ n ora (to take part in) a a confused fight or 
minor battle; a mel6e b the interplay between 2 Amencan football teams 
that begins with the passing back of the ball from the ground and 
continues until the ball is dead [alter, of 'skirmish] 
scrimp /sknmp/ vi to be frugal or niggardly ~ esp in senmp and save ^ vt 
to be niggardly in providing (for) provisionsyi'^s his famifyy [perh 
of Scand ongin; akin to Sw skrympa to shnnk. ON skorpna to shnvel up 
- more at shrimp] - icrinpy adj 

scrimshank Aknm.shangk/ vi, Br to avoid duties or obligations - infml 
[ongin unknown] - scrimabanker n 

scrimshaw /'sknnuhaw/ n carved or coloured work made esp by 
sailors from ivory or whalebone [origin unknown] - acrimsliaw vb 
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tcrip /skrip/ n any of vanous documents used as evidence that the holder 
or bearer is entitled to receive sthg [short for script] 

'script Aknpt/ n la sthg wnttcn; text (^handed him several pages of -^ > 
b an onginal document c the wntten text of a stage play, Him, or 
broadcast (used in production or performance) d an examination candi- 
date’s wntten answers <a pile of to mark} 2a (pnnted lettenng 
resembling) handwnting b the characters used in the alphabet of a 
particular language (unable to decipher Cynibc ^ alphabet [L 

scnptum thing wntten, fr neui of scnptus, pp of scnbere to wnte - more 
at 'sc ribe] 

^script vt to prepare a script for or from 

scriptural /sknpchorai/ adj of, contained in. or according to a sacred 
wnting, esp biblical - scripturally adv 
scripture Aknpcha/ n la oflen cap the sacred writings of a religion, esp 
the Bible - often pi with sing meaning b a passage from the Bible 2 an 
authontative body of wntings [ME, fr LL scnptura, fr L, act or product 
of wntmg. fr scnptus] 

scriptwriter /’sknpt.rieta/ n one who wntes screenplays or radio or 
television programmes 

scrivener /'sknvn a/ n a notary [ME scnveiner, alter of scnvetn, fr MF 
escnvein, fr (assumed) VL scnban-. scnba, alter of L scriba scribe] 
scrod /skrod/ n, NAm a young cod. haddock, or other fish [perh fr obs 
D schrixid shred, akin to OE screade shred - more at shred] 
scrofula Akrofyoob/ n tuberculosis of lymph glands, esp in the neck 
[ML, fr LL scrofulacy pi, swellings of the lymph glands of the neck, fr pi 
of scrofula, dim of L scrofa breeding sow] 

scrofulous /'skrofyoobs/ adj of or affected (as lO with scrofula or a 
similar disease 

scroll /skrohl/ /i 1 a wntten document in the form of a roll 2 a stylized 
ornamental design imitating the spiral curves of a scroll [ME scrowle, 
alter, of scrowe, fr MF escroue scrap, scroll, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE 
screade shred] - scrolled adj 

'scroll .saw n a thin handsaw for cutting curves or irregular designs 
Scrooge /skroohj/ n, o/len cap a miserly person • infmt [Ebenezcr 
Scrooge, character in A Christmas Carol, story by Charles Dickens 1 1 870 
E wnter] 

scrotum Akrohtam/ n. pi scrota /-ta/, scroti^ the external pouch of 
most male mammals that contains the testes — reproduction [L, 
akin to L scrupus sharp stone - more at shred] - scrotal adj 
'scrounge /skrownj/ vt to beg, wheedle (can 1 ^ a cigarette off you'^ 
'^vi I to hunt around 2 to wheedle [alter, of E dial, scrunge (to wander 
about idly)] - scrounger n 

'scrounge n > on the scrounge attempting to obtain sthg by wheedling 
or cajoling 

'scrub /skrub/ n 1 (an area covered with) vegetation consisting chiefly 
of stunted trees or shrubs landy(^ vegetation) plant 2a a 
usu infenor type of domestic animal of mixed or unknown parentage, a 
mongrel b a small or insignificant person, a runt 3 NAm a player not 
in the first team, also a team composed of such players [ME, alter of 
schrobhe shrub - more at shrub] 

'scrub vb -bb- vt la to clean by rubbing, esp with a stiff brush b to remove 
by scrubbing 2 wash 6b 3 to abolish, do away with (let's that idea) 
> infml ^ VI to use hard rubbing in cleaning [of LG or Scand origin, akin 
to MLG & MD schrubben to scrub, Sw skrubba] 
scrubber /'skruba/ n 1 an apparatus for removing impurities, esp from 
gases 2 Bra girl who is readily available for casual sex; also a prostitute 
3 Br a coarse or unattractive person USE (Z J) slang ['scrub » '-fr] 
'scrubbing .brush Akmbing/, NAm scrub brush n a brush with hard 
bnstles used for heavy cleaning, esp washing floors 
scrubby Akrubi/ adj 1 inferior in size or quality, stunted cattle) 
2 covered with or consisting of scrub 3 lacking distinction, trashy - infml 
[’scnife] 

'scrub ,pine n a small or infenor pine tree 

scrub up VI. of a surgeon, nurse, etc to clean the hands and arms 
thoroughly by scrubbing before an operation 
'scruff /skruf/ n the back of the neck; the nape [alter, of earlier scuff, of 
unknown origin] 

'scruff n an untidily dressed or grubby person - infml [E dial scruff 
(dandruff, sthg worthless), alter of scurf] 

scruffy Akrufi/ adj I seedy, disreputable (a neighbourhood) 2 
slovenly and untidy, esp in appearance - scrufflneu n 
scrum /skrum/ n 1 a set piece in rugby in which the forwards of each 
side crouch in a tight formation with the 2 front rows of each team 
meeting shoulder to shoulder so that the ball can be put in plav between 


them SPORT 2 a disorderly struggle - chiefly humor (the morning 
to board the bus) [short for scrummage] 
scrum down vi to form a scrum 

.scrum-'half n the player in rugby who puts the ball into the scrum 

SPORT 

scrummage /'skmmij/ vi or n (to take part in) a scrum [alter, of 
sc/77niiia^c] 

scrump /sknimp/ vt. Br to pilfer (e g apples) from an orchard - infml 
[perh alter of senmp] 

scrumptious /'skrum(p)sh3s/ adj, esp of food delicious - infml [prob 
alter, of sumptuous] - scrumptiously adv, scrumptiousness n 
scrumpy /'skrumpi/ n, Br dry rough cider [E dial, scrump (sthg 
shovelled, shrivelled apple)] 

scrunch /skrunch/ vt 1 to crunch, crush 2 to cnimple - often + up 
up a sheet of cardboard) ^ w 1 to move making a crunching sound (her 
boots -ed /n the snov^) 2 NAm to hunch up [alter of 'crunch] ~ 
scrunch n 

'scruple Akroohpl/ n 1 unit 2 archaic a minute part or quantity 
[ME scnple, fr L scrupuJus a unit of weight, fr scrupulus small sharp 
stone] 

'scruple n a moral consideration that inhibits action [MF scrupule, fr L 
scrupulus small sharp stone, cause of mental discomfort, scruple, dim of 
scrupus sharp stone - more at sHRf d] 

'scruple VI to be reluctant on grounds of conscience 
scrupulous /'skroohpyoobs/ adj 1 inclined to have moral scruples 2 
painstakingly exact (working with ^ care) [ME, fr L scrupulosus, fr 
scrupulus] - scrupulously adv, scrupulousness n, scrupulosity 
/-'losati/ n 

scrutineer /.skroohti'ma/ n. Br sby who examines or observes sthg, esp 
the counting of votes at an election 

scrutin ize, -ise Akroohti.nic?/ vt to examine painstakingly - scruti- 
nizer n 

scrutiny Akroohtini/ n 1 a searching study, inquiry, oi inspection 2 a 
searching or cntical look 3 close watch (keep prisoners under ^ > [L 
scrutimum, fr scrutan to search, examine, fr scruta rubbish] 
scry Akne/ vi to divine by crystal gazing [short for descry] 
scuba Ak(y)oohba/ n an aqualung (^ diving) [self-contained under- 
water breathing apparatus] 

'scud Akud/ VI -dd- 1 to move or run swiftly, esp as if swept along (clouds 
^ ding along) 2 ofa v/i/p to run before a gale [prob of Scand origin; akin 
to Norw skudda to push, akin to L quaterc to shake] 

'dcud n la a sudden slight shower b ocean spray or Uxise vaponzing 
cloud.s driven swiftly by the wind 2 a gust of wind 
'scuff Akuf/ VI 1 to slouch along without lifting the feet 2 to become 
scratched or roughened by wear (patent leather stxin ~s> ^vt 1 to 
shuffle (the feet) along while walking or back and forth while standing 2 
to scratch, chip, or abrade the surface of [prob of Scand ongin. akin to 
Sw skuffa to push] 

'scuff n 1 (a blemish or injury caused by) sculling 2 NAm a noise (as if) 
of scuffing 

'scuffle Akufl/ VI scuffling Akufling/ 1 to struggle confusedly and at 
ck>se quarters 2 to move (hurncdly) about with a shufHing gait [prob of 
Scand ongin, akin to Sw skuffa to push] 

'scuffle n a confused impromptu usu bnef fight 
'scull Akul/ 71 1 an oar worked to and fro over the stem of a boat as a 
means of propulsion 2 either of a pair of light oars used by a single rower 
[ME sculle] 

'scull vt to propel (a boat) by sculls or by a large oar worked to and fro 
over the stem ^ vi to scull a boat - sculler n 

scullery Akul(a)n/ n a rrxTm for menial kitchen work (eg washing 
dishes and prepanng vegetables) [ME, departiSent of household in 
charge of dishes, fr MF escuelene, fr escuelle bowl, fr L scutella dnnking 
bowl ~ more at 'scuttle] 

scullion Akulyan/ n, archaic a kitchen servant [ME sculion, fr MF 
escouillon dishcloth, alter of escouvillon, fr escoave broom, fr L scopa, 
lit , twig, akin to L scapus stalk - more at shaft] 
sculpin Akulpin/ n, pi sculpins also Kulpin any of a family of spiny 
large-headed broad-mouthed usu scaleless fishes [ongin unknown] 
sculpt Akulot/ vt to sculpture [F sculpter, alter of obs sculper, fr L 
sculpere] 

sculptor /‘skulptV, fern sculptress /-tris/ n an artist who sculptures [L. 
fr sculpt us, pp of sculpere] 

'sculpture Akulpcha/ n la the art of creating three-dimensional works 
of art out of mouldable or hard matenals by carving, modelling, casting, 
etc b (a Diece of) work produced by sculpture 2 (a pattern oO impressed 
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or raised marks, esp on a plant or animal part [ME, fr L sculptura, fr 
sculptus, pp of sculpere to carve, alter of scalpere - more at SHtLF] - 
sculptural adj, sculpturally adv, sculpturesque /-'resk/ adj 
'sculpture vt la to represent in sculpture b to form (e g wood or stone) 
into a sculpture 2 to shape by erosion or other natural processes 3 to 
shape (as lO by carving or moulding 

'scum /skum/ n 1 pollutants or impurities nsen to or collected on the 
surface of a liquid 2 pi in constr the lowest class, the dregs <//ie ^ of the 
earthy [ME, fr MD schum\ akin to OHG scum foam] - scummy adj 
'scum VI ‘mm* to become covered (as lO with scum 
'scumble /'skumbl/ vt scumbling /'skumbling, 'skumbl-ing/ to soften the 
lines or colours of a (a drawing) by rubbing lightly b (a painting) by 
covering with a thin opaque coat of colour [freq of ^scum] 

'scumble n 1 the effect of scumbling 2 a matenal used for scumbling 
scungy /'skunji/ adj, Austr grotty [pcrh fr Sc scunge a sly or vicious 
person] 

scunner Akuna/ n. Scot (the object oO an unreasonable dislike or 
prejudice (^took a ^ at him} [ME (Sc) skunmren to be annoyed] 
'scunnered adj, Scot extremely fed up or exasperated 
'scupper Akupa/ n an opening in a ship’s side for draining water from 
the deck [ME ^kopper] 

'scupper vt, Br to wreck, put paid to ed our plans for a reunion} 

infml [origin unknown] 

scurf /skuhf/ n thin dry scales detached from the skin, specif dandrufT 
[ME, of Scand ongin, akin to Icel skurfa scurf, akin to OHG scorf scurf, 
L carpere to pluck - more at harvest] - scurfy adj 
scurrilous Akunlas/ adj la using or given to coarse language b wicked 
and unscrupulous in behaviour ( impostors who rob poor people} 2 
containing obscenities or coarse abuse [L scurnlis jeenng, fr scurra 
buffoon, jester] t^iirrilously adv, scurrilousness n, scurrility 
/sku'niati/ n 

scurry Akun/ vi to move bnskly, esp with short hurried steps, and often 
in some agitation or confusion, scamper [short for hurry-scurry, redupl 
of hurry] - scurry n 

'scurvy Akuhvi/ ad/ disgustingly mean or contemptible (a ^ tnck} 
[scurf] - scunrily adv, scurriness n 

'scurvy n a deficiency disease caused by a lack of vitamin C and marked 
by spongy gums, loosening of the teeth, and bleeding under the skin 
'scurvy .grass n any of several small plants of the mustard family whose 
leaves were formerly eaten to prevent scurvy 
scut /skut/ n a short erect tail (e g of a hare) [ongin unknown] 
scutage Akyoohtij/ n a tax levied on a tenant of a knight’s estate in 
place of military service [ME. fr ML scutagium, fr L scutum shield - 
more at esquire] 

scutch /skuch/ vt to separate the woody fibre from (flax or hemp) by 
beating [(assumed) F escoucher to beat, fr (assumed) VL excuticare to 
beat out, fr L executere, fr ex- + quatere to shake, stnke] 
scute /skyooht/ n an external hard plate or large scale (e g on the belly 
of a snake) [NL scutum, fr L, shield - more at esquirf] 
scutellum /skyooh'tebm/ n, pi scutella /-la/ any of several small usu 
hard (shield-shaped) plates or scales on a plant or animal (e g on the feel 
of a bird) [NL, dim. of L scutum shield] - scutellar adj, scutellate 
Akyoohti.layt, -lit/, scutellated adj 
scutter Akuta/ vi, chiefly Br ‘scuttle [by alter.] 

'scuttle Akutl/ n a vessel that resembles a bucket and is used for stonng. 
carrying, and dispensing coal indoors [ME scutel, fr L scutella dnnking 
bowl, tray, dim of scutra platter] 

'scuttle n 1 a small opening or hatchway with a movable lid in the deck 
of a ship 2 Br the top part of a motor-car body forward of the 2 front 
doors, to which the windscreen and instrument panel are attached [ME 
skottell] 

'scuttle vt tcattlisg Akutling/ 1 to sink (a ship) by making holes in the 
hull or opening the sea-cocks 2 to destroy, wreck attempts to reach 
agreement} 

^scuttle VI to scurry, scamper [prob blend of scud and shuttle] 
*scuttle n 1 a quick shuffling pace 2 a short swiff dash, esp a swift 
departure 

'scuttle, butt /-.but/ n 1 a cask on a ship's deck containing fresh water 
2 MAm GOSSIP 2a - infml ['sciffdb] 

scutum Akyoohtam/ n, pi scuta /-ta/ a scute [NL, fr L, shield - more 
at esquire] 

'scythe /siedh/ n a long curving blade fastened at an angle to a long 
handle for cutting standing plants, esp grass [ME sithe, fr OE sithc, akin 
to OE sagu saw - more at ^aw] 

'scythe vt to cut (as lO with a scythe 


Scythian /'sidhion/ n I a member of an ancient nomadic people 
inhabiting Scythia 2 the Iranian language of the Scythians [L Scytha, fr 
Gk Skythes] - Scythian adj 

sea /see/ n la ocean 1, broadly the waters of the earth as distinguished 
from the land and air - often pi with sing meaning b a large (partially) 
landlocked or inland body of salt water c a freshwater lake <//ie Sea of 
Galilee} 2 (the direction oO surface motion caused by the wind on a large 
body of water, aho a heavy swell or wave 3 sihg vast or overwhelming 
likened to the sea <a of faces} 4 the seafanng life < to run away to '^} 

5 ‘Mare: [ME see, fr OE wr, akin to OS & OHG se sea] > at sea I on 
the sea, specif on a sea voyage 2 unable to understand; bewildered (he 
was all at sea, having never done such work before} * 

'sea .anchor n a device, typically of canvas, thrown overboard to slow 
the dnfting of a ship or seaplane and to keep its head to the wind 
'sea a.nemone n any of numerous usu solitary and brightly coloured 
polyps with a cluster of tentacles superficially resembling a flower 
DFFFNCE 

'sea .bass /bas/ n any of numerous manne fishes related to the group- 
ers 

'sea, bird /-.buhd/ n a bird (c g a gull or albatross) frequenting the open 
sea 

'sea.board /-.bawd/ n. chiefly NAm (the land near) a seashore - 
seaboard adj 

'sea, borne /-.bawn/ adj conveyed on or over the sea trade} 

'sea .bream n any of numerous manne spiny-finned food fishes 
sea breeze n a cool breeze blowing usu dunng the day inland from the 
sea 

.sea 'butterfly n any of a group of small marine gastropod molluscs with 
the foot expanded into broad winglike swimming organs 
'sea .captain n the ma.ster of a (merchant) vessel 
'sea .change n a complete transformation 
'sea .chest n a sailor’s personal storage chest 
‘sea .coal n, archaic mineral coal as opposed to charcoal 
'sea-.cock n a valve in the hull of a vessel through which water may be 
admitted 

'sea ,COW n 1 a dugong 2 a manatee 

.sea 'cucumber n a holothunan, esp one whose body is cucumber- 
shaped 

'sea, dog /-.dog/ n a fogbow 

'sea ,dog n a veteran sailor 

'sea-.ear n an abalone 

.sea 'elephant n elephant seai 

'sea .fan n a polyp with a fan-shaped skeleton 

'sea.farer /-.fejirp/ n a sailor [sea * 'fare * '-er] 

'sea.faring /-.feanng/ n travel by sea, esp the occupation of a .sailor - 
seafaring adj 

'sea.food /-.foohd/ n edible marine fish, shellfish, crustaceans, etc 

'sea.front /-.frunt/ n the waterfront of a seaside town 

'sea.girt /-.guht/ adj surrounded by the sea - poetic <fAis isle} 

'sea.going /-.goh-ing/ adj of or designed for travel on the sea 

,sea 'gooseberry n a ctenophore 

,sea 'green adj or n bluish or yellowish green 

'sea .gull n 'gull 

'sea .hare n any of vanous large shell-less molluscs with tentacles that 
project like cars 

'sea .holly n a European coastal plant of the carrot family with bluish 
spiny leaves and pale blue flowers 

'sea .horse n 1 a mythical creature half horse and half fish 2 any of 
numerous small fishes whose head and body are shaped like the head and 
neck of a horse 

'sea.kale /-.kayl/ n 1 a fleshy European plant of the mustard family used 
as a herb in cooking 2 also aeakale beet chard 
'seal /seel/ n, pi seals, esp collectively seal 1 any of numerous manne 
flesh-eating mammals chiefly of cold regions with limbs modified into 
webbed flippers for swimming 2 sealskin [ME sele, fr OE seolh, akin to 
OHG selah seal] 

'seal vi to hunt seal 

'seal n la sthg that confirms, ratifies, or makes secure b(l) an emblem 
or word impressed or stamped on a document as a mark of authenticity 
(2) an article used to impress such a word or emblem (e g on wax); also 
a disc, esp of wax, beanng such an impression 2a a closure (e g a wax seal 
on a document or a stnp of paper over the cork of a bottle) that must be 
broken in order to give access, and so guarantees that the item so closed 
has not been tampered with b a tight and effective closure (e g against gas 
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or liquid) [ME seeJ, fr OF, fr L sigi/lum seal, fr dim. of signum sign, seal] 
- nnder seal with an authenticating seal attached 
*seal vt 1 to confirm or make secure (as lO by a seal < ^ cd fAe agreement 
with a handshake^ 2a to attach an authenticating seal to; also to 
authenticate, ratify b to mark with a stamp or seal (e g as evidence of size, 
accuracy, or quality) 3a to fasten (as lO with a seal, esp to prevent or 
disclose interference b to close or make secure against access, leakage, or 
passage by a fastening or coating; esp to make airtight c to fix in position 
or close breaks in with a filling (e g of plaster) 4 to determine irrevocably 
Qhat answer ^ed our fate} 

'sea*, lane n an established sea route 
sealant /'seebnt/ n a sealing agent (^radiator > 
sea lavender n any of a genus of mostly coastal plants with bluish- 
purple flowers 

.aeaied-'beam /seeld/ adj of or being an electnc light in which a 
reflector is an integral part of the bulb 

'sea .legs n pi bodily adjustment to the motion of a ship, indicated esp 
by ability to walk steadily and by freedom from seasickness 
'sea .leopard n a spotted antarctic seal 

'sealer /‘seeb/ n 1 a coat (e g of size) applied to prevent subsequent coats 
of paint or varnish from being too readily absorbed 2 chiefly NAm an 
official who certifies conformity to a standard of correctness [’sea/j 
’sealer n a person or ship engaged in hunting seals ['sea/j 
'sea .level n the mean level of the surface of the sea midway between high 
and low tide 

'sea .lily n a (stalked) cnnoid 

'sealing .wax /'seeling/ n a resinous composition that becomes soft 
when heated and is used for sealing letters, parcels, etc 
'sea .lion n any of several large Pacific seals 
'sea .loch n a loch connecting with the sea 

seal off vt to close securely, esp in order to prevent passage (^troops sealed 
off the airport} 

'sea*, lord n, ofien cap either of 2 members of the Admiralty Board of the 
Ministry of Defence who are also serving naval officers 
'seal.8kin /.skm/ n 1 (leather made from) the skin of a seal 2 a garment 
of sealskin sealskin adj 

.Sealyham 'terrier /'seeli-am/ n (any oO a breed of short-legged 
wirehaired chiefly white Welsh terriers [Sealyham, estate in Pembroke- 
shire, Wales] 

'seam /seem/ n 1 a line o^ stitching joining 2 separate pieces of fabne. 
esp along their edges 2 the space between adjacent planks or st rakes of 
a ship 3a a line, groove, or ridge formed at the meeting of 2 edges b a 
layer or stratum of coal, rock, etc c a line left by a cut or wound, also 
a wrinkle [ME seem, fr OE seam; akin to OE siwian to sew - more at 
sew] > seamless adj 

’saam vr l to join (as if) by sewing 2 to mark with a scam, furrow, or 
scar ^ 

seaman /"seeman/ n 1 a sailor, manner 2 rank - seamanlike 
adj, seamanly adj, seamanship n 
seaman apprentiM n rank 
seaman recruit n rank 

'sea.mark /-.mahk/ n a conspicuous object serving as a guide for 
navigators 

seam bowling n usu faster bowling in cncket in which the ball is made 
to bounce on its seam and thereby devuite from a straight line 
seamer /seema/ n (a delivery bowled by) a bowler of seam bowling 
[’seam + ’-er] 

'sea ,mew n 'gull 
sea mile n nautical mii f 
'sea.mount /-mownt/ n an underwater mountain 
'sea .mouse n a large broad manne worm covered with hairlike 
bnstles 

seamstress /'seemstns/ n a woman whose occupation is sewing [fern 
of seamster one who sews, fr ME semester, semster, fr OE seamestre 
seamstress, tailor, fr seam seam] 

seamy /’seemi/ adj unpleasant, sordid </Ae -- side of the building trade} 
[seam + •y, orig sense, having the rough side of the scam showing] - 

aesmlscsf n 

stance /'say-on(h)a/ n a meeting at which spiritualists attempt to 
communicate with the dead [F. fr seoir to sit, fr L sedere - more at 
sit] 

'sea .otter/iarare large marine otter of N Paaftc coasts that feeds largely 
on shellfish ^3^ endangered 

'sea .pen n any of numerous sea invertebrates related to the corals and 
living in large social groups that have a feathery form 


,sea*'pink n a thrift with dense pink or white flower heads that grows esp 
on the seashore 

‘8ea,plane /-.playn/ n an aeroplane designed to take off from and land 
on the water 

'aea.port /-.pawt/ n a port, harbour, or town accessible to seagoing 
ships 

'sea .power n (a nation that commands) naval strength 
'sea .purse n the homy egg case of skates and some sharks 
'sea.quake /-.kwayk/ n an underwater earthquake [.sea < -quake (as in 
earthquake)] 

'sear /sia/ adj sere 

’sear vt I to make withered and dned up 2 to burn, scorch, or injure (as 
lO with a sudden application of intense heat 3 to mark (as lO with a 
branding iron <a sight which was ^ed on my memory} [ME seren, fr 
OE s^nan to become sere, fr s^r sere] - aearingly adv 
’sear n a mark or scar left by seanng 

*sear n the catch that holds the hammer of a gunlock at cock or half cock 
[prob fr MF serre grasp, fr serrer to press, grasp, fr LL serarc to bolt, 
latch, fr L sera bar for fastening a door] 

'search /suhch/ vt la to look through or over carefully or thoroughly 
in order to find or discover sthg <-~ed the honron} (--ed the house for 
clues} b to examine (a person) for concealed articles (c g weapons or 
drugs) c to scrutinize, esp in order to discover intention or nature <~cd 
her heart} 2 to uncover or ascertain by investigation ■ usu out / out 
the relevant facts} 3 to cover (an area) with gunfire -- vt I to look or 
inquire carefully or thoroughly < ^ed for the papers} 2 to make pains- 
taking investigation or examination <^~ed into the matter very thor- 
oughly} [ME cerchen, fr MF cerchier to go about, survey, search, fr LL 
ctreare to go about, fr L circum round about] searchable adj, searcher 
n - search me - used to express ignorance of an answer 
’search n 1 an act or process of searching, esp an organized act of 
searching <(/Ae for the escaped convicts is still in progrc'ss > <a party} 
2 an exercise of the nght of search 

ssarching /suhching/ adj piercing, penetrating <'a ** gaze) ~ searcb- 
Ingly adv 

'search, light /-.liet/ n (an apparatus for projecting) a movable beam of 
light 

'search .warrant n a warrant authonzmg a search of premises for 
unlawful pos.sessions 

'sea .room n room for a ship to manoeuvre at sea 
'sea .rover n, archaic a pirate 

'8ea.scape /-.skayp/ n (a picture representing) a view of the sea 
'sea .scout n, often cap a member of a Scout troop that specializes in sea 
and water activities 

'sea .serpent n a large monster resembling a serpent often reported to 
have been seen but never proved to exist 
'sea,8hell /-.shel/ n the shell of a sea animal, esp a mollusc 
.sea'shore /-'shaw/ n land (between high and low water marks) next to 
the sea 

'sea, sick /-.sik/ adj suflenng from the motion sickness associated with 
travelling by boat or hovercraft - seasickness n 
'sea, side /-.sied/ n (a holiday resort or beach on) land bordering the 
sea 

'sea .slug n a shell-less manne gastropod mollusc 
'sea .snail n 1 a creeping spiral-shelled manne gastropod mollusc (e g 
a whelk) 2 any of numerous small slimy fishes usu with the pelvic fins 
modified to form a sucker 

'sea .snake n 1 sea serpent 2 any of vanous highly poisonous aquatic 
snakes of the Pacific regions with a tail shaped like an oar 
'season /'seez(a)n/ n la any of the 4 quarters into which the year is 
commonly divided b a period charactenzed by a particular kind of 
weather (the dry > c a penod of the year charactenzix) by or associated 
with a particular activity or phenomenon (the holiday > (the hunting 
^}(an ammaVs mating d the time of year when a place is most 
frequented (difficult to find accommodation there at the height of the ^ > 
e the time of a major holiday; specif the Chnstmas leason (send the ^ 's 
greetings} 2 archaic an indefinite length of time [ME. fr OF saison, fr 
L satjon-, satio action of sowing, fr satus, pp of seitre to sow - more at 
’sow] - In seaaon 1 of food readily available and in the best condition for 
eating 2 of game legally available to be hunted or caught 3 of an animal 
on heat (the bitch is in season) 4 esp of advice given when most needed 
or most welcome (a word in .season) - out of seaaon not in season 
’season vt la to give (food) more flavour by adding seasoning or savoury 
ingredients b to make less harsh or unpleasant; relieve c to enliven 
(conversation >^ed with wit} 2a to treat or expose (e g timber) over a 
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penod so as to prepare for use b to make fit or expert by experience <a 
--cd veteran^ [ME scsounen, fr MF assaiwner to npen, season, fr OF, 
fr a* <fr L ad-) + saison season] - seasoner n 

seasonable /'see7(3)nn3bl/ adj 1 occurring in good or proper time, 
opportune 2 suitable to the season or circumstances - seasonablenesa n, 
seasonably adv 

seasonal /'seez(3)nl/ adj 1 of, occurnng, or produced at a particular 
season ramfaliy 2 determined by seasonal need or availability <'^ 
employment} ( ^ mduslnes} - seasonally adv 
seasoning Aee7(a)ning/ n a condiment, spice, herb, etc added to food 
pnmanly for the savour that it imparts 

'season .ticket n. Rr a ticket sold, usu at a reduced pnee, for an 
unlimited number of trips over the same route during a limited period 
'sea .squirt n any of various tunicate sea animals that are permanently 
attached to a surface for all their adult lives 
'seat /sect/ n la a piece of furnit ure (e g a chair, stool, or bench) for sitting 
in or on b the part of sthg on which one rests when sitting <the of a 

chair} <^trouser alw the buttocks c a place for sitting <7ooic htfi -- 
next to her} d a unit of seating accommodation <a for the game} 2a 
a special chair (e g a throne) of shy in authority, also the status symbolized 
by It b a right of sitting <^lost her -- m the Common^} c a large country 
mansion 3a a place where sthg is established or practised (an ancient ^ 
of learning)^ b a place from which authority is exercised Ohe ^ of 
government} 4 a bodily part m which a particular function, disease, etc 
IS centred 5 posture in or a way of sitting on horseback 6a a part at or 
forming the base of sthg b a part or surface on or in which another part 
or surface rests <a valve ^ > [ME sete, fr ON s^ti, akin to OF sittan to 
sit] 

'seat vt la to cause to sit or assist in finding a seat < - ed her next to the 
diH>r; b to provide seatj. foi \a theatre ing 1000 pcoplc"> t to put (c g 
oneselO m a sitting ptisition 2 to fit coriectly on a scat 3 to fit to or with 
a seat a valve') - vi , of a garment to become baggy in the area 
covering the huttrxks (your woollen dress has ^ed hadly} - seater n 
'seat .belt n an arrangement of straps designed to secure a person in a 
scat in an aeroplane, vehicle, etc 

seating Aeeting/ n la the act of providing with seats b the arrangement 
ol seats (c g in a theatre) 2a material for upholstering seats b a base on 
or III which sthg rests <a valve > 

'sea .trout n a European and N AIncan fish related to the salmon that 
migrates into fresh water to spawn 

'sea .urchin n any of a class of cchincKierms usu with a thin shell covered 
with movable spines 

.sea'wall /-'wawl/ n a wall or embankment to protect the shore from 
erosion or to act as a breakwater 

'sea, way /-.way/ n 1 a ship’s headway 2 the sea as a route for travel 
3 a deep inland waterway that admits ocean shipping 
'sea.weed /-.weed/ n (an abundant growth oQ a plant, specif an alga, 
growing in the sea, typically having thick slimy fronds 
'sea, worthy /-.wuhdhi/ adj fit or safe for a sea voyage <a ^ ship} - 
seaworthiness n 

seax /saks/ n a heraldic sword resembling the scimitar but having a 
semicircular notch on the concave edge [ME sexe knife, short sword, fr 
OE seax, siex, akin to ON sax knife, sword] 

sebaceojJS /si'bayshas/ adj of. secreting, or being sebum or other fatty 
matenal / ni-rvf [L sebaceus made of tallow, fr sebum tallow - more 
at soap] 

seborrhoea /.seba'ria/ n excessive discharge of sebum (e g on the scalp) 
[NL, fr L sebum f NL -rrhoea] 

sebum Acebam/ n fatty lubncant matter secreted by sebaceous glands 
of the skin [E. tallow, grease] 

'sec /sek/ n. Br a second, moment - mfml (hang on a ^ 

'sec adj, of wine not sweet, dry [F, lit . dry - more at ’sack] 
secant /’seekam/ n I a straight line cutting a curve at 2 or more points 
- compare 'chord 2 2 the trigonometric function that is the reciprocal 
of the cosine [NL secant-, secans, fr L, prp of secare to cut - more at 
'saw] 

secateur /scka.tuh, n, chiefly Br a pair of pruning shears - usu pi 
with sing meaning [F s^ateur, fr L secare to cut] 
secco Ackoh/ n FRrsex) secco [It, fr secco dry, fr L siccus - more at 
‘sack] 

secede /si'seed/ vi to withdraw from an organization (e g a church or 
federation) [L secedere, fr sed-, se- apart (frsed, sc without) + cedere to 
go - more at idiot, cede] - seceder n 

secession /sfscsh(a)n/ n an act of seceding [L secession-, secessio, fr 
secessus, pp of secedere] - seceaaionism n, secessionist n 


seclude /si'kloohd/ vt to remove or separate from contact with others 
[ME secluden to keep away, fr L secludere to separate, seclude, fr se- apart 
t claudere to close - more at slcpde, V iosl] 

se'ciuded adj 1 screened or hidden from view 2 living in seclusion - 
secludedly adv, secludedness n 

seclusion /si'kloohzh(a)n/ n 1 secluding or being secluded 2 a secluded 
or isolated place [ML seclusion-, seclusio, fr L seclusus, pp of secludere] 

- seclusive adj, seclusively adv, seciusiveness n 

'second /'sekand/ adj la next to the first in place or time (was in line} 
b(l) next to the first in value, quality, or degree (2) infenor, subordinate 
(was ^ to none} c standing next below the top in authonty or import- 
ance mate} 2 alternate, other (elects a mayor every ^ year} 3 
resembling or suggesting a prototype (a - Napoleon} 4 being the 
forward gear or speed 1 higher than first in a motor vehicle 5 relating to 
or having a part typically subordinate to or lower in pitch than the first 
part in concerted or ensemble music [ME, fr OF, fr L secundus second, 
following, favourable, fr sequi to follow - more at sul] - second, secondly 
adv - at second hand from or through an intermediary (heard the news 
at second hand^ 

'second n la number b sthg that is next after the first in rank, 
position, authority, or precedence (the ^ m line} 2 sby who aids, 
supports, or stands in for another, esp the assistant of a duellist or boxer 
3a (the combination of 2 notes at) a musical interval of 2 diatonic degrees 
b the supcrtonic 4 a slightly flawed or inferior article (e g of merchandise) 
Sa a place next below the first in a contest b also second class often cap 
the second level of British honours degree 6 the second forward gear or 
speed of a motor vehicle 7 p/ a second helping of food - mfml 

'second n la a 6()th part of a minute of time or of a minute of angular 
measure b the SI unit of time equal to the duration of a certain number 
of penods of vibration of a specific radiation of a particular caesium 
isotope ^ PHYSICS 2 a moment (wait a will you} [ME sccunde, 
fr ML secunda, fr L, fern of secundus second, fr its being the second 
sexagesimal division of a unit, as a minute is the first] 

^second vt 1 to give support or encouragement to 2 to endorse (a motion 
or nomination) [L secundare, fr secundus second, favourable] - sec- 
onder n 

'second Ai'kond/ vt, chiefly Br to release (c g a teacher, businessman, or 
military officer) from a regularly assigned position for temporary duty 
with another organization [F second, n, second position (in the phrase en 
second in second place, subordinate), fr second, adj] - secondment n 

'secondary /'sckDnd(3)n/ adj la of second rank or importance 
Streams} b of or constituting the second strongest degree of stress in 
speech 2a immediately derived from sthg pnmary or basic, denvative ( 
sources} b > f or being the induced current or its circuit in an induction 
coil or transformer (a coil} ( ^ voltage} 3a not first in order of 
occurrence oi development b of the second order or stage in a senes or 
sequence c produced away from a growing point by the activity of plant 
formative tissue, esp cambium < growth} ( ^ phloem} ( thickening} 
d of or being the (feathers growing on the) second segment of the wing 
of a bird c of a secondary school 4 of or being a munufactunng industry 

- compare primary, tertisry - secondarily adv, secondariness n 

'seconda^ /i 1 a secondary elect ncal circuit or coil 2 a secondary 

feather anatomy 3 secondary school 
secondary cell n an electnc cell that conveiis chemical energy into 
cicctncal energy by reversible chemical reactions and that may be 
recharged by the passing of an appropnatc current - compare accl'mi' 

lAIOK 

secondary colour n a colour formed by mixing primary colours in 
equal or equivalent quantities 

secondary consumer n a carnivore that ^ts herbivores - compare 
primary consumer, tertiary consumer itxid 
secondary modern, secondary modern school n a secondary school 
formerly providing a practical rather than academic type of education 
secondary school n a school intermediate between pnmary school and 
higher education 

secondary sex characteristic n a physical or mental attnbute 
charactenstic of a particular sex (e g the breasts of a female mammal) that 
appears at puberty or in the breeding season, and is not directly concerned 
with reproduction 

secondary syphilis n the second stage of syphilis, from 2 to 6 mo.nths 
after infection, in which a long-lasting skin rash appears 
.second-best adj next after the best 

second best n sby or sthg that comes after the best in quality or 
worth 

.second 'childhood n dotage 
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*, second-class adj 1 of a second class (a honours degree} 2 infenor. 
mediocre, also socially, politically, or economically deprived <- cith 
zens} 

‘second-class adv l m accommodation next below the best <^travel 
2 by second-class mail (send the letters — > 

second class n the second and usu next to highest group in a classifica- 
tion 

Second Coming n the return of Christ to judge the world on the last 
day 

second-degree burn n a burn characterized by blistering and surface 
destruction of the skin - compare iiRST-DFGREt burn, ihirodlgree 

BURN 

Second Empire adj (charactenstic) of a style (e g of furniture) popular 
in mid-19th-c France and marked by heavy ornate modification of Empire 
styles 

*eecond'hand /-'hand/ adj la received from or through an intermediary 
(^information} b not original, denvative 2a acquired after being owned 
by another (a car} b dealing in secondhand goods (a - book- 
shop} 

‘secondhand adv indirectly, ai selond hand 
,second-in-com'mand n one who is immediately subordinate to a 
commander, a deputy commander 
second lieutenant n -Zf rank 
second man n, Br a train driver’s assistant 

.second 'nature n an action or ability that practice has made instinc- 
tive 

secondo /se'kondoh/ n. pi second! /-di/ the second, usu lower, part in 
a concened piece or duct [It. fr secondo, adj. second, fr L secundus] 
second person n (any oO a set of linguistic forms referring to the person 
or thing addressed (e g ‘you’) 

.second-'rate adj of infenor quality or value - second-rateness n, 
second-rater n 

second reading n 1 the stage in the British legislative process provid- 
ing for debate on the pnncipal features of a bill i aw 2 ihe stage 
in the US legislative process that occurs when a bill has been reported 
back from committee and that provides an opportunity for full debate and 
amendment 

.second 'sight n clairvoyance, precognition 
second-story man n. NAm cat buroi ar 

.second-string adj, chiefly NAm being a substitute as distinguished 
from a regular player (e g in a football team), broadly substitute [fr the 
reserve bowstnng carried by an archer in case the first breaks] 
.second 'thoughts n pi a reconsideration of a previous decision (began 
to have ^ > 

.second 'wind /wind/ n renewed energy or endurance after a pentxi of 
severe exertion - esp in get one's second wind 

secrecy /'seekrasi/ n 1 the habit or practice of keeping secrets or 
maintaining privacy or concealment 2 the condition of being hidden or 
concealed (complete ^ surrounded the conference} [alter, of earlier 
secretie, fr ME secretee, fr secre secret, fr ME secre, fr L setreras] 
'secret /'sccknt/ adj la kept or hidden from knowledge or view (deter- 
mined to keep his mission > b marked by the practice of discretion, 
secretive c conducted in secret < ^ negotiations} 2 retired, secluded 3 
revealed only to the initiated, esoteric < ntes} 4 containing information 
whose unauthonzed disclosure could endanger national secunty - com- 
pare RF^iRiciTD, TOP SLCRFF (ME, fr ME, fr L secretus, fr pp of 
secemere to separate, distinguish, fr se- apart * cerneie to sift - more at 
SECEDE. cfriainJ - secrctly adv 

‘secret n la sthg kept hidden or unexplained b a fact concealed from 
others or shared confidentially with a few (a trade ->- > 2 sthg taken to 
be the means of attaining a desired end (the ^ of longevity} - in secret 
in a pnvaie place or manner; in secrecy 

secret agent n a spy 

secretaire /.sekra'tca/ n a writing desk with a top section for books [F 
secretaire esentoire, secretary (person), fr MF secretaire secretary (per- 
son), fr ML sec’iietanus] 

secretariat /.sekra'tean at/ n 1 the office of secretary 2 the clencal staff 
of an organization 3 a government administrative department [F sec- 
retariat, fr ML secretanatus, fr secrctanus] 

secretary /'sekratri, -.ten/ n 1 sby employed to handle correspondence 
and manage routine work for a supenor 2a company secretary b an 
officer of an organization or society responsible for its records and 
correspondence 3 an officer of state who supenntends a government 
administrative department [ME secretane, fr ML secretarius confidential 


employee, secretary, fr L secretum secret, fr neut of secretus, pp] - 
secretaryship n, secretarial /.sekri'tcariol/ adj 
'secretary .bird n a large long-legged African bird of prey that feeds 
largely on reptiles [prob fr the resemblance of its crest to a bunch of quill 
pens stuck behind the ear] 

.secretary-general n, p/ secretaries-gcncral a principal administrative 
officer (c g of the United Nations) 
secret ballot n an official ballot that is marked in secret 
'secrete /si'krect/ vt to form and give off (a secretion) [back-formation 
fr secretion] - secretory /-tan/ adj 

‘secrete vt to deptisu m a hidden place opium about his person} 
[alter of obs secret, fr ’swret] 

secretion /si'kreesh(a)n/ n 1 (a product formed by) the bodily process 
of making and releasing some material either functionally specialized (e g 
a hormone, saliva, latex, or resin) or isolated for excretion (e g urine) 2 
the act of hiding sthg [( 1 ) F secretion, fr L secretion-, secrctio separation, 
fr secretus, pp of secernere to separate - more at sfcret, (2) 'secrete] - 
secretionary adj 

secretive /'seekrativ/ ,idj inclined to secrecy, not open or outgoing in 
speech or behaviour [back-formation fr sixretiveness, part trans of F 
secret/v/te] secretively adv, secretiveness n 

.secret po'lice n a police organi/ulion operating largely in secrecy, esp 
for political purposes 

secret service n a (secret) governmental agency concerned with 
national secunty, esp, cap both Ss a British government intelligence 
department 

.secret so'ciety n a society whose members keep their activities secret 
from others 

sect /sekt/ n 1 a (heretical) dissenting or schismatic religious body 2a 
a group maintaining stnet allegiance to a doctrine or leader b a party, esp 
a faction 3 a denomination - chiefly derog [ME secte, fr MF & LL &. 
L, MF, group, sect, fr LL secta organized ecclesiastical body, fr L, way 
of life, class of persons, fr sequi to follow] 

-sect /-sekt/ comb form ( - vh) cut. divide <f)/scct> [I seclus, pp of 
secare to cut more at saw] 

'sectarian /sek'tcdn an/ n 1 .i (fanatical) adherent of a sect 2 a bigoted 
person 

‘sectarian adj 1 (characteristic) of a sect or sectarian 2 limited in 
character or scope, parochial sectarianism n, selRarianize vb 
'section /’scksh(3)n/ n la the action or an instance ol (separating by) 
.cutting, esp the action of dividing sthg (e g tissues) surgically icaesaiean 
> b a part separated (as lO by cutting 2 a distinct part or [)ortion of 
sthg wnttcii, esp a subdivision of a chapter 3 the pmfilc of sthg as it would 
appear if cut through by an intersecting plane - T building 4 a sign 
used in pnntmg as a mark for the beginning ot a section 5 a distinct 
part of an area, community, or group 6 a pait when considered in 
isolation ( the northern ^ of the route} 7 sing or pi in constr a subdivision 
of a platoon, troop, or battery that is the smallest tactical military unit 
8 a very thin slice (e g of tissue) suitable for microscopic examination 9 
any of several component parts that may be separated and reassembled 
(a bookcase in ~ s> 10 a division of an orchestra comp)osed of 1 class of 
instruments 11 a pnnted sheet that is folded to form part (eg 8 leaves) 
of a bixok [L section-, seclio, fr sectus] 

‘section vt I to cut or separate into sections 2 to represent in sections 
(e g by a drawing) 

sectional /'seksh(3)nl/ adj 1 restneted to a particular group or locality 
interests} 2 composed of or divided into sections furniture} - 
sectionalizc vt, sectionally adv 

sectionalism /'scksh(3)nl,iz(3)m/ n an excessive concern for the inter- 
ests of a region or group 

sector /'sekta/ n 1 a part of a circle consisting of 2 radii and the portion 
of the circumference between them - compare sfximlnt 2a - math 
FMA TIC'S 2a a portion of a military area of operation b a part of a field 
of activity, esp of business, trade, etc (employibent in the public and 
private ~s> [LL, fr L, cutter, fr sectus] 

sectorial /sek'tawn-al/ adj (having the shape) of a sector of a circle 
'secular /'sekyoob/ adj la of this world rather than the heavenly or 
spintual b not overtly or specifically religious 2 not bound by monastic 
vows or ru*es, specif of or being clergy not belonging to a particular 
religious order 3a taking place once in an age or a century b surviving 
or recurnng through ages or centuries [ME, fr OF seculer, fr LL 
saeculans, fr L, coming once in an age, fr saeculum breed, generation, akin 
to L serere to sow - more at 'sow] - secularly adv, secularity 
/.sekyoo'larati/ n 

‘secular n, pi seculars, secular a layman 
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seculariam /'sekyoob,riz(3)iii/ n disregard for or rejection of religious 
beliefs and practices - seculariat n or adj, secularistic /-'nstik/ adj 
secular-ize, -ise /'sekyoob.nez/ vt 1 to transfer (e g property) f^rom 
ecclesiastical to civil use 2 to release from monastic vows 3 to convert 
to or imbue with secularism ~ secularizer n, secularization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

'aecura /si'kyooo/ adj la calm m mind b confident in opinion or hope 
2a free from danger b free from nsk of loss cmploymcnf) c aiTording 
safety <a hideawayy d firm, dependable; esp firmly fastened 
foundationy 3 assured, certain (yvhen the reinforcements arrived, victory 
was ^ > 4 archaic overconfident (L securus safe, secure, fr se without ♦ 
cura care ~ more at idiot, cure] - securely adv, secureness n 
’aecure vt la to make safe from nsk or danger (-^d the ltd with a 
padlocky b to guarantee against loss or denial <a bill to the rights of 
sinkers} c to give pledge of payment to (a creditor) or of (an obligation) 
a note by a pledge of coUateraf) 2 to make fast, shut tightly ('-a 
door} 3 to obtain or bring about, esp as the result of effort <^Aa cabin 
for the voyage home} (^spared no effort to his ends') - securement n, 
securer n 

security /si'kyooarati/ n 1 being secure c g a freedom from danger, 
fear, or anxiety b stability, dependability 2a sthg pledged to guarantee 
the fulfilment of an obligation b a surety 3 an evidence of debt or of 
ownership (e g a stock certificate) 4a protection b(l) measures taken to 
protect against esp espionage or sabotage (2) sing or pi in constr an 
organization whose task is to maintain security 
Security Council n a permanent council of the United Nations 
responsible for the maintenance of peace and security 
sedan /si'dan/ n, NAm & Austr saloon 3 

sedan chair n a portable often enclosed chair, esp of the 17th and 18th 
c, designed to ^cal i person and be earned on poles by 2 people [sedan 
perh denv of 1. sella saddle] 

'sedate /sfdayt/ adj calm and even in temper or pace [I. sedatus. fr pp 
of sedare to calm, akin to sedcre to sit - more at sn] - sedately adv, 
sedateness n 

’sedate vt to give a sedative to [back-formation fr sedative] 
sedation /si'daysh(9)n/ n (the induction, esp with a sedative, oO a 
relaxed easy state 

sedative /'sedativ/ n or adj (sthg, esp a drug) tending to calm or to 
tranquillize nervousness or excitement 

sedentary /'sed(a)ntn/ adj 1 esp of birds not migratory 2 doing or 
involving much sitting <a ^ occupation) 3 permanently attached <- 
barnacles) [MF sedentaire, fr L sedentanus, fr sedent-, sedens, prp of 
sedere to sit] 

seder /'sayda/ n, oOen cap a Jewish domestic ceremonial dinner held on 
the first evening of the Passover in commemoration of the exodus from 
Egypt [Hcb sed/jer order] 

sedge /sej/ n any of a family of usu tufted marsh plants difTcnng from 
the related grasses esp in having solid stems (ME segge, fr OE secg, akin 
to MHG segge sedge, OE sagu saw - more at ’saw] - sedgy adi 
sedge warbler n a small Old World warbler that breeds in marshy 
places 

sedllia /sa’dili-a/ n seats of masonry tm^the south side of the chancel for 
the celebrant, deacon, and subdeacon ^5“ church (L, pi of sedile scat, 
fr sedere] 

sediment /'sedimant/ n 1 the matter that settles to the bottom of a 
liquid 2 matenal deposited by water, wind, or glaciers [MF, fr L 
sedialentum settling, fr sedere to sit, sink down] - sediment 
/-.rnent/ vb 

sedimentary /,scdi'ment(3)n/ adj 1 of or containing sediment <- 
deposits) 2 formed by or from deposits of sediment rock) 
sedimentation /,sedimen'taysh( 9 )n/ n the forming or depositing of 
sediment 

sedition /si'dish(9)n/ n incitement to defy or nse up against lawful 
authonty (ME, fr MF, fr L sedition-, seditio, lit , separation, fr se- apart 
+ ition-, itio act of going, fr itus, pp of ire to go - more at secede, issue] 

- seditioBsry adj 

seditious /si'dishas/ adj 1 tending to arouse or take part in sedition, 
guilty of sedition 2 of or constituting sedition - seditiously adv, seditious- 
ness n 

seduce /si'dyoohs/ vt 1 to incite to disobedience or disloyalty 2 to lead 
astray, esp by false promises 3 to effect the physical seduction of [LL 
seducere, fr L, to lead away, fr se- apart f ducere to lead - more at ’tow] 

- aediicer n 

seduction /si'duksh(9)n/ n 1 the act of seducing to wrong; specif 
enticement to sexual intercourse 2 a thing or quality that attracts by its 


charm (^the of aches) (^the of articles in shop windows) [MF, fr 
LL seduction-, seductio, fr L, act of leading aside, fr seductus, pp of 
seducere] 

seductive /si'duktiv/ adj tending to seduce, alluring <a — woman) - 
seductively adv, seductiveness n 

seductress /si'duktris/ n a female seducer [obs seductor (male 
seducer), fr LL, fr seductus, pp of seducere to seduce] 
sedulous /sedyoobs/ adj 1 involving or accomplished with steady 
perseverance craftsmanship) 2 diligent in application or pursuit <a 
'o- student) USE fml [L sedulus, fr sedulo sincerely, diligently, fr se 
without E dolus guile - more at tail] - sedulously adv, sednlons- 
ness n 

sedum /’scedam/ n a stonecrop or related fleshy plant [NL, genus name, 
fr L, houseleek] 

'see /see/ vb saw /saw/, seen /seen/ vt la to perceive by the eye (looked 
for her but couldn Y ^ her in the crowd) <saw that she was in difficulties) 
b to look at, inspect (can I - your ticket please"^ 2a to have experience 
of, undergo army service) (shoes that ^ a lot of wear) (a coat that 
has ^ n better days) b to (try to) find out or determine (^ if you can 
mend It ) 3a to form a mental picture of, imagine, envisage (can't — him 
objecting) b to regard (couldn't him as a crook) 4 to perceive the 
meaning or importance of. understand (I ^ what you mean) (failed to 
that It was important) (couldn’t - the point of it) Sa to observe, 
watch (want to ^ how he handles the problem) b to be a witness of 
<canY ^ her neglected) c(l) to read <~ page IT) (2) to read of <saw 
It in the paper) d to attend as a spectator <— a play) 6 to ensure; make 
certain 2(-^ that order is kept) 7n to prefer to have (I'll ^ him hanged 
first) b to find acceptable or attractive (can't understand what he ^sin 
her) % of a penod of time to be marked by (the 5th century saw the 
collapse of the Western Roman Empire) 9a to call on, visit ('^ the 
dentist) b(l) to keep company with (they’ve been -^ing each other 
regularly for some time) (2) to meet to a specified extent (haven't ^n 
much of her lately) c to grant an interview to (the president will ^ you) 
d to accompany, escort the girls home) 10 to meet (a bet) in poker 
or equal the bet of (a player) ~ vi la to have the power of sight b to 
apprehend objects by sight (too dark to ^) 2a to give or pay attention 
<'^ heref) b to look about (come to the window and 3 to have 
knowledge into the future) 4 to make investigation or inquiry, 
consider, deliberate (let me ^) [ME seen, fr OE seon, akin to OHG 
sehan to see, OE seegan to say - more at 'say] - see about 1 to deal with 
2 to consider further (we'll see about that) - see eye to eye to have a 
common viewpoint, agree - see fit to consider proper or advisable <saw 
fit to warn him of his impending dismissal) - see one’s way to to feel 
capable of - see red to become suddenly enraged - see someone right to 
protect and reward (a protege) - see someone through to provide for, 
support, or help sby until the end of (a time of difficulty) (enough 
supplies to see us through the winter) <saw him through his divorce) - 
see the light la to be bom b to be published 2 to undergo conversion 

- see the wood for the trees to grasp the total picture without being 
confused by detail ~ see through to grasp the true nature of, penetrate 
<saw through his deceptions) - sec to to attend to, care for 

’see n a bishopric [ME se, fr OF, fr L sedes seat, akin to L sedere to sit 

- more el sit] 

'seed /seed/ n, pi seeds, esp collectively seed la(l) the grains or npened 
ovules of plants used for sowing (2) the fertilized npened ovule of a 
tflowenng) plant that contains an embryo and is capable of germination 
to produce a new plant b semen or milt c spat 2 d the condition or stage 
of beanng seed <in ^) 2 a source of development or growth (sowed the 
^ s of discord) 3 sthg (e g a tiny particle) that resembles a seed in shape 
or size 4 a competitor who has been seeded in a tournament 5 archaic 
progeny [ME, fr OE akin to OHG sat seed, OE sawan to sow - more 
at ’sow] - seed adj, seeded adj, seedless adj, seedlike adj - go/run to seed 
1 to develop seed 2 to decay, also to become unattractive by being shabby 
or careless about appearance 

'seed VI 1 to sow seed 2 of a plant to produce or shed seeds ^ vr la to 
plant seeds in, sow I ('^ land to grass) b plant la 2 to treat with 
solid particles to stimulate crystallization, condensation, etc, esp to treat 
(a cloud) in this way to produce ram, snow, etc 3 to extract the seeds from 
(e g raisins) 4 to schedule (tournament players or teams) so that superior 
ones will not meet in early rounds 

'seed.bed /-.bed/ n a place where sthg specified develops (the ^ of 
revolution) 

'seed.cake /-.kayk/ n a sweet cake containing aromatic seeds (eg 
caraway seeds) 
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'seed.eater /-.eeta/ n a bird (e g a finch) whose diet consists basically of 
seeds 

seeder /'seeds/ n sby who or sthg that seeds clouds to produce precipitn- 
tion [’sttD ^ '-er] 
seed .leaf n COTYLEDON 2 

seedling /'seedling/ n 1 a plant grown from seed rather than from a 
cutting 2 a young plant, esp a nursery plant before permanent transplan- 
tation - seedling adj 

seed oyster n a young oyster, esp of a size suitable for transferring to 
another bed to start a new colony 
seed pearl n a very small often imperfect pearl 
seedsman /seedzman/ n sby who sows or deals in seeds 
'seed.time /-.tiem/ n the sowing season 
seed vessel n a pencarp 

seedy /'seedi/ adj 1 containing or full of seeds <a ^ fruity 2a shabby, 
grubby clothes') b somewhat disreputable; run-down <a ^ distnef) 
c slightly unwell - infml <Jelt ^ and went home earlyj - seedily adv, 
seediness n 

seeing /'see-ing/ conj in view of the fact; since - often + that or. in 
nonstandard use. as how [fr prp of see] 
seeing eye n guide dog 

seek /seek/ vb sought /sawt/ vt 1 to resort to; go to the shade on 
a hot day') 2a to go in search of - often f out b to try to discover < ^ 
a solution to the problem) 3 to ask for <^s advice) 4 to try to acquire 
or gain fame) 5 to make an effort; aim - + infinitive to cater for 
every taste) w to make a search or inquiry [ME seken, fr OE secan\ 
akin to OHG suohhen to seek. L sagire to perceive keenly. Gk hegeisthai 
to lead] - leeker n 

seem /seem/ w 1 to give the impression of being <Ae ^ s unhappy) <lshe 
'^sa bore) 2 to appear to the observation or understanding </ to have 
caught a cold) (jt ^ s be lost his passport) 3 to give evidence of existing 
<tAere -s jio reason) [ME semen, of Scand origin; akin to ON soma to 
beseem, befit, samr same - more at same] - not seem somehow not </ 
don't seem to feel hungry) </ie can \ seem to Itfi it) - would seem to seem 
to one <;7 would seem to be raining) 

sssming /'>eeming/ adj apparent rather than real [fr prp of seem] 
'ssemingly All/ adv 1 so far as can be seen or judged 2 to outward 
appearance only 

SSSmIy /’secmli/ adj in accord with good taste or propnety [ME semely, 
fr ON saemibgr, fr samr becoming, akin to ON soma to beseem] - 

sccmllnesa n 

see off vt 1 to be present at the departure of <saw his parents off on 
holiday) 2 to avert, repel 

see out W 1 to escort to the outside (c g of a room, office, or house) 2 
to last until the end of (^enough fuel to see the winter out) 
seep /seep/ vi to pass slowly (as lO through fine pores or small openings 
(^water -^edin through a crack) [alter of earlier sipe, fr ME stpen, fr OE 
sipian-, akin to MLG sipen to seep] - seepage n 
seer /sia/ n la sby who predicts future events b sby credited with 
exceptional moral and spiritual insight 2 sby who practises divination 
['SEE + ^-er] 

seersucker Aia.suk3/ n a light slightly puckered fabric of linen, cotton, 
or rayon [Hindi sircar, fr Per shir-o-shakar, lit., milk and sugar] 
'seesew /see.saw/ n 1 an alternating up-and-down or backwards-and- 
forwards movement; also anything (eg a process or movement) that 
alternates <a of shame and defiance) 2 (a game in which 2 or more 

children nde on opposite ends oO a plank balanced in the middle so that 
one end goes up as the other goes down [prob redupl of 'saw] - seesaw 
adj or adv 

’seesaw w la to move backwards and forwards or up and down b to 
play at seesaw 2a to alternate b to vacillate ^ vt to cause to move with 
a seesaw motion 

seethe /seedh/ vi la to be in a state of agitated usu confused movement 
b to chum or foam as if boiling 2 to feel or express violent emotion <be 
d with rage) [ME sethen, fr OE seothan-, akin to OHG siodan to seethe, 
Lith siausti to rage] 

seething Aseedhing/ adj 1 intensely hot <a inferno) 2 constantly 
moving or active 
'•ee-.through adj transparent 

see through vt to undergo or endure to the end (bravely saw the fight 
through) 

'segment Asegmant/ o la a separated piece of sthg (chop the stalks into 
short >-s) b any of the constituent parts into which a body, entity, or 
quantity is divid^ or marked off (all of the population agree) 2 a 

portion cut off from a geometrical figure by 1 or more points, lines, or 


planes e g a a part of a circular area bounded by a chord of that circle 
and the arc subtended by it - compare seciur 1 b a part of a sphere cut 
off by a plane or included between 2 parallel planes c the part of a line 
between 2 points in the line USE (2) maihemaik's [L segmen- 
turn, fr secare to cut - more at ^saw] - segmentary /-m3nt(3)n/ adj, 
segmental /-'mentl/ adj 

’segment /seg'ment/ vt to separate into segments 
segmentation /,segm3n'taysh(a)n, -men-/ n the formation of many 
cells from a single cell (e g in a developing egg) ['segment » -at ion] 
segno Asenyoh/ n, pi segnos the sign that marks the beginning or end 
of a musical repeat music [It. sign, fr L signum] 
segregate /'segn.gayt/ vt 1 to separate or set apart 2 to cause or force 
separation of (e g cnminals from society) or in (e g a community) ^vi 1 
to withdraw 2 to undergo (genetic) segrcgatkin [L segregatus, pp of 
segregare, fr se- apart ^ greg-. grex herd - more at slcldl. gregarious] 

- segregative /-.gaytiv/ adj 

'segre, gated adj 1 .set apart from others of the same kind 2 adminis- 
tered separately for different groups or races -- education) 
segregation /,segn'gaysh(3)n/ n la the separation or isolation of a race, 
class, or ethnic group b the separation for special treatment or observa- 
tion of individuals or items from a larger group Ohe -- of political 
pnsoners from common cnminals) 2 the separation of pairs ol genes 
controlling the same hereditary characteristic, that occurs dunng meiotic 
cell division [segregate + -ion] - segregationist n 
seguidilia /.segi'dilya, -'deel-/ n a Spanish dance in triple time [Sp. dim 
of seguida sequence, fr seguir to follow, fr L sequi] 
seiche /saysh/ n an oscillation of the surface of a lake or landlocked 
sea [F] 

'Seidlitz .powder /'sedlits/ n a mild purgative consisting of one p<Tv%der 
of stxlqim bicarbonate and sodium potassium tartrate and another ol 
tartanc acid that are mixed m water and drunk while effervescing 
[SeidliU (Sedlcany), village in Bohemia, Czechoslovakia, fr the similarity 
of Its effect to that of the water of the village] 

seigneur /say'nyuh/ n a feudal lord [MF, fr MI. senior, fr L. adj, elder 

- more at senior] 

seigneury /'saynyan/ n the terntory or authority of a feudal lord 
seigniorage, seignorage Asaynyanj/ n a government revenue from the 
manufacture of coins calculated as being the difference between the face 
value and the metal value of the coins [Mb seigncuaagc, fr MF, nghi of 
the lord (esp to coin money), fr scigneut] 

seine /sayn/ vb or n (to catch with, fish in with, or use) a large net with 
v9eights on one edge and floats on the other that hangs vertically in the 
water and is used to enclose fish when its ends are pulled together or 
drawn ashore [n ME, fr OE segne-, akin to OHG segma seme, both fr a 
prehislonc WGmc word borrowed fr L sagena seine, fr Gk sagenc, vb 
fr n] 

seism-f seismo- comb form earthquake, vibration (seismomcrtT) [Gk. fr 
scis/nos] 

seismic /'siezmik/, seismaJ /-ml/ adj 1 of or caused by an eanh 
Vibration, specif an earthquake 2 of a vibration on the moon or other 
celestial body comparable to a seismic event on earth [Gk seismos shock, 
earthquake, fr sciein to shake, akin to Ski tvesaU he is violently moved] 

- seismicity /-'misati/ n 

seismogram /'siezma,gram/ n a record made by a seismograph 

(ISV) 

'seismo, graph /-.grahf, -,graf/ n an apparatus to measure and record 
earth tremors [ISV] - seismographer /-'mografa/ n, seismography 
/-'mografi/ n, seismographic Ama'grafik/ adj 

seismology /seiz'mobji/ n a science that deals with earth vibrations, esp 
earthquakes [ISV] - seismologist n, seismological /-ma'iojiki/ adj 
seismometry /seiz'momitri/ n the scientific study and measurement of 
earthquakes [ISV] 

'sef, whale /say/ n a common and widely distributed small white-spotted 
rorqual [part trans of Norw seihval, fr sei coalfish * hval whale, fr its 
habit of following the coalfish in search of food] , 
seize /seez/ vt 1 also seise / ~/ to put in posses.sion of 2 to confiscate, 
esp by legal authority 3a to take possession of by force b to take prisoner 
4 to take hold of abruptly or eagerly d his arm and pulled him clear 
of the fire) Sa to attack or afflict physically <^d with an attack of 
arthntis) b to possess (the mind) completely or overwhelmingly 6 to bind 
or fasten together with a lashing of cord or twine '^vi 1 to lay hold of 
sthg suddenly, forcibly, or eagerly - usu + on or upon (-^don her idea 
for a new TV senes/ 2a to become jammed through excessive pressure, 
temperature, or friction - often ^ up h of an engine to fail to operate 
owing to the seizing of a part [ME saisen, fr OF saisir to put m possession 
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of, fr ML sacire, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG sczzen to set - more at 
'SEll 

seizure Aeezha/ n 1 the taking possession of sby or sihg by legal process 
2 a sudden attack (e g of disease) [skizi- ^ -ure] 
selachian /si'layki-sn/ n any of a group of cartilaginous fishes usu 
considered to include the sharks and dogfishes and sometimes the rays 
[deriv of Gk selachos cartilaginous phosphorescent fish, akin to Gk se/as 
brightness - more at seli nium] - selachian adj 
'seldom /’scldam/ adv in few instances; rarely, infrequently [ME, fr OE 
seldan, akin to OHG scitan seldom, L sed, se without - more at 
inior] 

’seldom adj rare, infrequent 

'select /si'lekt/ adj 1 picked out in preference to others 2a of special 
value or quality b exclusively or fastidiously chosen, esp on the basis of 
social characteristics <a ^ membership) 3 judicious in choice ~ 
appreciation) [L selectu^, pp of seligere to select, fr se- apart (fr sed. se 
without) + legere to gather, select - more at ligend] - selectncss n 
’select vt to take according to preference from among a number, pick out 
VI to make a selection or choice 

select committee n a temporary commutce of a legislative b(Xly. 
established to examine 1 particular matter 
selectee /si.lek'tee/ n. NAm a conscript 

selection /si'Icksh(3)n/ n 1 sby or sthg selected; also a collection of 
selected items 2 a range of things from which to choose 3 a natural or 
artificially imposed process that results in the survival and propagation 
only of organisms with desired or suitable attributes so that their heritable 
charactenstics only are perpetuated in succeeding generations - compare 
NAiiiRAi sriLcnoN (’sriECT » -ion] 
selective Ai'lek'.iv/ of or characterized by selection: selecting or 
tending to select - selectively adv, selectiveness n, selectivity 
A'tivati/ n 

se.lective ‘service n, NAm a system under which people are called up 
for military service 

selector /si'lckta/ n, Br sby who chooses the members of a sports team 
[ supri < '-or] 

'selen-, seleno- comb form moon <selenograp/i>''> [L se/cn-, fr Gk se/en-. 
fr seicne - moie at sfi enium] 

’selen*, seleni*, seleno* comb form selenium <selerude> <sclciuc'' (Sw, fr 
NL selenium] 

selenite Aelmict/ n calcium sulphate occurnng in transparent crystals 
or crystalline masses [L scicnites, fr Gk selemtes (hthos). lit , stone of the 
moon, fr selene, fr the belief that it waxed and waned with the moon] 
selenium /si'leeni am/ n a nonmetallic solid element resembling sulphui 
and tellunum chemically, 1 form of which vanes m electneal conductivity 
under the influence of light and is used in electronic device's (e g solar 
cells) f PFRioDic TABi I [NL, fr Gk scicne moon, akin to Gk selas 
bnghtness, L sol sun - more at ‘solar] - selenic /-nik/ adj 
selenium cell n a strip of selenium used as a light-sensitive clement in 
a photivclcctnc cell 

selenocentric /si.lconoh'sentnk/ adj of or seen from the centre of the 
moon [ISV] 

selenography /.seli'nografi/ n (the study of) the physical features of the 
moon - lelenographer n, selenographic /-noh'grafik/ adj 
selenology /.seli'nobji/ n a branch of astronomy dealing with the minm 
- selenologist n, selenological /-noh'loiikl/ adj 

Seleucid /si'loohsid/ n or adj (a member) of a 3rd-c nc Syrian and W 
Asian dynasty under which Greek language and culture were introduced 
into Syna [n NL seleucidest fr Seleucus 1 1280 dc Macedonian general 
& founder of Seleucid dynasty ^ L -ides, masc patroiiyniic suffix, Jj 
fr n] 

'self /self/ pron myself, himself, herself (ME (intensive pron), fr OE, akin 
to OHG selb, intensive pron. L sui (reflexive pron) of oneself “ more at 
siiiciut] 

^self adj identical throughout, c'sp in colour 

’self n, pi selves /selvz/ 1 the entire being of an individual 2 a (part or 
aspect of a) person’s individual character (his true -* wa5 revealed) 3 the 
body, emotions, thoughts, sensations, etc that constitute the individuality 
and identity of a person 4 personal interest, advantage, or welfare \t<x)k 
no thought of 

self- comb form la oneself, itself <sclf-supporfmg> b of oneself or itself 
(xd-abasement) c by oneself or itself (.self- propelled^ 
(self-made) (self-starting) 2a to, with, for, or in oneself or 
itself <sclf-con/idenr) <self*addres5«/> <sclf*/ove> b of or in oneself or 
Itself inherently (self-evident) (self-explanatory) [ME, fr OE. fr self] 


,self-a'bandonment n 1 a surrender of selfish interests or desires 2 a 
lack of self-restraint 

.self-a'basement n humiliation of oneself, esp in response to a sense of 
guilt 

.self-'abnegating adj self-denying - self-abnegation n 
,seif-ab'sorbed adj preoccupied with one's own thoughts, activities, or 
welfare - self*absorption n 
.self-a'buse n masturbation 

.self-ad'dressed adj addressed for return to the sender <a 
envelope) 

.aelf-ad'juating adj adjusting by itself 

.self-ag'grandizing adj acting or seeking to enhance one’s power or 
status - self-aggrandizement n 

.self-annihi'lation n annihilation of self-awareness (eg in mystical 
contemplation of God) 

.self-appro'bation n (excessive) satisfaction with one's own actions and 
achievements 

.self-aa'aertion n the act of asserting oneself or one’s own nghts, claims, 
or opinions, esp aggressively or conceitedly - self-assertive adj 
.self-as'aurance n self-confidence 

, self-binder n a harvesting machine that cuts gram and binds it into 
bundles 

,self-'catering adj provided with Icxlging and kitchen facilities but not 
meals -(a -* holiday) (- chalets) 

, self-centred adj concerned excessively with one’s own desires or 
needs 

,self-'cocking adj cocked by the operation of some pan of the mechan- 
ism / — on closing the bolt) 

,self-'col'lected adj self-possessed 
, self-coloured adj of a single colour /a - flower) 

,self-com'mand n self-control 

,self-Com'posed adj having or showing mental or spintual compo- 
sure 

,self-'concept n a self-image 

,self-con'fessed adj openly acknowlc*dged <'a ^ debauchee) 
,self-'confidence n confidence in oneself and one’s powers and abilities 
- self-confident adj 

,self-congratu'lation n a complacent acknowledgment of one’s own 
superionty or good fortune - self-congratulatory adj 
.self-'conscious adj la conscious of oneself as a possessor of mental 
slates and originator of actions b intensely aware of oneself 2 uncomfort- 
ably conscious of oneself as an object of notice, ill at case - 
self-consciously adv, self-consciousne&s n 

.self-con'sistant adj having each element logically consistent with the 
rest, intcmallv consistent (a - set of proofs) - self-consistency n 
.self-con'tained adj 1 complete in itself (a - flat) 2a showing 
self-possession b formal and reserved in mariner - self-containedly 
/-nidli/ adv 

.self-con’tent n a feeling or expression of self-satisfaction - 

self-contentment n 

.self-contra'diction n 1 contradiction of oneself 2 a statement that 
contains 2 contradictory elements or ideas - self-contradictory adj 
,self-COn'trol n restraint of one’s own impulses or emotions - 

self-controlled adj 

, self-critical adj 1 unduly cntical of oneself 2 able to judge one’s own 
motives or actions impartially 

.self-'criticism n the act of or capacity for critici/ing one’s own faults 
or shortcomings 

,self-de'ception n the act of deceiving oneself, the state of being 
deceived by oneself (e g about one’s character or motives) 
,8elf-da'feating adj having the effect of preventing its own success 
,self-de'fence n 1 the act of defending or justifying oneself 2 the legal 
right to defend oneself with reasonable force - self-defensive adj 
.self-de'lusion n self-deception 

.self-de'nial n the restraint or limitation of one’s desires or their gratifica- 
tion 

.self-dtt'nying adj showing self-denial 
.self-’deprecating adj given to self-depreciation 
.self-depreci'ation n disparagement or understatement of oneself 
,self-de'struct n, chiefly NAm to destroy itself 
,self-de'8tructlon n destruction of oneself or itself, esp suicide - 
self-destructive adj 

,8elf-determi'nation n 1 free choice of one’s own actions or states 
without outside influence 2 determination by a terntonal unit of its own 
political status - self-determined adj, self-determining adj 
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,seif-'discipline n the act of disciplining or power to discipline one's 
thoughts and actions, usu for the sake of improvement - self-disciplined 
adj 

,S6lf-'doubt n a lack of confidence in oneself, diffidence - self-doubting 
adj 

self-drive adj, chiefly Br. of a hired vehicle intended to be dnven by the 
hirer 

.self-effacement n the act of making oneself inconspicuous, esp 
because of modesty, humility - self-effacing adj, self-effacingly adv 
,self-em'ployed adj earning income directly from one’s own business, 
trade, or profession rather than as salary or wages from an employer - 

self-employment n 

.self-en'richment n the act or process of increasing one's intellectual or 
spmtual resources 

.self-e'steem n 1 confidence and satisfaction in oneself, self-respect 2 
vanity 

.salf-'evident adj requmng no proof, obvious - self-evidence n, 
self-evidently adv 

,salf-axami'n8tion n the analysis of one’s conduct, motives, etc 
aalf-'executing adj taking cflect immediately without prior legislative 
procedures (a treaty') 

,self-e'xistent adj existing independently of any cause or agency - 

self-existence n 

,self-€x'planatory adj capable of being understood without explana- 
tion 

.self-ex'pression n l the expression of one's individual charactenstics 
(e g through painting or poetry) 2 the assertion of one's own character 
through uninhibited behaviour - self-expressive adj 
.self-'feader n a device for feeding animals that automatically provides 
the food required 

.salf-fertili'zation n fertilization by the union of ova with pollen or 
sperm from the same individual - compare cross-ffrtilization - 
self-fertile adj, self-fertility n, self-fertilized adj, seif-fertilizing adj 
.aalf-ful'filling adj 1 marked by or achieving self-fuifilmcnt 2 attaining 
fulfilment by virtue of having been asserted or assumed beforehand <a -- 
prophecy) 

,salf-ful'filment n fulfilment of oneself or itself 
.self-generated adj generated or onginaied from within oneself 
humour) 

.self-'giving adj self-sacnficing, unselfish 
,self-'governed adj not influenced or controlled by others 
.self-governing adj having control over oneself, specif having 
self-government 

,8elf-'government n control of one’s own (political) alTairs - compare 

HOMF Rl'LF 

.self-'hate n self-hatred 

.•6lf-*hatred n hatred of oneself, specif hatred redirected towards oneself 
in frustration or despair - self-hating adj 
'self-, heal n a small violet-flowered plant of the mint family or other plant 
held to possess healing properties 

i8elf-'help n the bettering or helping of oneself without dependence on 
others 

'selfhood /-hood/ n la the state of existing as a unique individual b 
personality 2 selfishness 

.self-'image n one’s conception of oneself or of one’s role 
.aelf-im'portance n l an exaggerated sense of one’s own importance 2 
arrogant or pompous behaviour - self-important adj 
.self-in'duced adj induced by oneself or itself 
.self -in'ductance n inductance due to self-induction 
.salf-in'duction n induction of an electromotive force in a circuit by a 
varying current in the same circuit 

.self-in'dulgenca n excessive or unrestrained gratification of one’s own 
appetites, desires, or whims - self-indulgent adj 
,telf-'interest n (a concern for) one's own advantage and well-being 
(acted out of ^ and fear) - self-interested adj 
selfish /'selfish/ adj concerned with or directed towards one’s own 
advantage, pleasure, or well-being without regard for others ['self + -ish] 
- selfishly adv, selfishness n 

,self-ju8tifi'c8tiort n the making of excuses for oneself - 
self-justificatory adj 

.self-justifying adj automatically justifying its existence or occurrence 
extravagance) 

.self-knowledge n knowledge or understanding of one’s own capabili- 
ties, character, feelings, or moti /es 


'selfless /-lis/ adj having no concern for self; unselfish - selflessly adv, 
selflessness n 

.self-loading adj, of a firearm semiautomatic 
.self-love n 1 conceit, narcissism 2 an esp selfish concern for one’s own 
happiness or advantage - self-loving adj 

.self-'made adj raised from poverty or obscunty by one’s own efforts (a 
^ man) 

.self-mastery n self-control 

.self-o'pinionated adj 1 conceited 2 stubbornly holding to one’s own 
opinion; opinionated 

.self-per'ception n an appraisal of oneself, esp a self-image 
.self-per'petuating adj capable of continuing or renewing oneself or 
Itself indefinitely < - board of trustees) 

.self-'pity n a self-indulgent dwelling on one’s own sorrows or misfortunes 

- self-pitying adj 

,self-polli'nation n ihe transfer of pollen from the anther of a flower to 
the stigma of the same or a genetically identical flower - compare 

CROSS-FOLLINA flON 

.self-'portrait n I a portrait of an artist done by him-/herself 2 a 
description of one’s character or personality given by oneself 
.self-pos'sessed adj having or showing self-possession, composed in 
mind or manner, calm - self-possessedly /-sidli/ adv 
.solf-pos'session n control of one’s emotions or behaviour, esp when 
under stress, composure 

.salf-pressr'vatlon n an instinctive tendency to act so as to safeguard 
one’s own existence 
.self-pro'claimed adj sclf-siylcd 

.self -pro'pel led adj 1 propelled by one’s or its own power, specif 
containing within itself the means foi its own propulsion <^a ^ vehicle) 
2 mounted on a vehicle rather than towed (a ^ Artillery piece) 
.self-'questioning n examination of one's own actions and motives 
.self-raising .flour n a commercially prepared mixture of flour contain- 
ing a raising agent 

.self-reali'zation n fulfilment by oneself of the possibilities inherent in 
one’s nature 

.self-'recording adj, of an instrument making an automatic record 
.self-re'gard n 1 concern or consideration f^or oneself or one’s own 
interests 2 self-respect - self-regarding adj ^ 

.self -'registering adj registenng automatically - barometer) 
,self-'regulating adj regulating itself, esp automatic <a mcchan- 
0ism) 

,seif-re'liance n reliance on one’s own efforts and abilities, independence 

- self-reliant adj 

,self-renunci'ation n renunciation of one's own desires or ambitions, 
esp for the sake of others 

.self-re'proach n the act of blaming or censuring oneself - 
self-reproachful adj, self-reproaching adj 
,self-re'spect n a proper respect for one's human dignity 
,self-re'specting adj having or charactenzed by self-respect or integ- 
nty 

.self-re'straint n restraint imposed on oneself, esp on the expression of 
one's feeling 

.self-'righteous adj assured of one’s own nghteousness, esp in contrast 
with the actions and beliefs of others, narrow-mindedly moralistic - 
self-righteously adv, aelf-righteousness n 
,self-'righting adj capable of righting itself when capsized (a ^ 
boat) 

,salf-'sacrifice n sacnfice of oneself or one’s well-being for the sake of 
an ideal or for the benefit of others ~ self-sacrificing adj 
'selfsame adj precisely the same, identical (he left the ^ day) 
.self-satls'faction n a smug satisfaction with oneself or one’s position 
Ofr achievements 

.self-'satisfied adj feeling or showing self-satisfaction (a ^ smile) 
.self -'sea ling adj capable of sealing itself (c g after puncture) (a — fuel 
tank) 

.self-'seeker n sby self-seeking 

.self-'seektng adj seeking only to safeguard or further one’s own 
interests, selfish > self-seeking n 

.self-'service n the serving of oneself (e g in a cafeteria or supermarket) 
with things to be paid for at a cashier’s desk, usu upon leaving - 
self-service adj 

.salf-'serving adj serving one’s own interests, esp at the expense of 
honesty or the welfare of others 

.self-'sow /soh/ VI self-sown /sohn/, self-sowed /sohd/ of a plant to 
grow from seeds spread naturally (e g by wind or water) 
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,8elf-'Btart0r n m elccinc motor used to start an intcrnal-combuslion 
engine 

,8elf*'Starting adj capable of starting by oneself or itself 
,8elf-'8terile adj not self-fertile - self-sterility n 
,8elf-'8tylad adj called by oneself, csp without justification - 
expert^/ 

.self-sufficient adj 1 able to maintain oneself or itself without outside 
aid, capable of providing for one's own needs <a community — m dairy 
products) 2 having unwarranted assurance of one’s own ability or worth 
' self-sufficiency n 

.self-sufficing adj self-sufficient - self-sufficingly adv 
,self-sup'porting adj 1 meeting one's needs by one's own labour or 
income 2 supporting itsell or its own weight (a ^ wall) 
.self-su'stained adj self-sustaining 

.self-su'staining adj 1 maintaining or able to maintain oneself by 
independent effon 2 maintaining or able to maintain itself once started 
\ii — nuclear reaction ^ 

.self-'will n stubborn or wilful adherence to one’s own desires or ideas, 
obstinacy - self-willed adj 

, selfwinding /'wicnding/ adj not needing to be wound by hand (a -- 
watch ) 

’sell Ael/ vh sold /sohid/ vt 1 to deliver or give up in violation of duiv. 
trust, or loyalty, betray - often ^ out 2a(l) to give up (property) in 
exchange, esp for money (2) to ofTer for sale <^s insurance) b to give 
up or dispose of foolishly or dishonourably (in return for sthg else) ^junes 
who sold the scrdicts/ 3 to cause or promote the sale of (advertising ~ s 
newspapers / 4 to achieve a sale of <a book which sold a million copies 
5a to make acceptable, believable, or desirable by persuasion < - an idea 
b to persuade to accept or enjoy sthg - usu * on, infml < ^ children on 
reading '> 6 to deceive, cheat - usu pass, infml (we’ve been solit^ - vi 1 
to transfer sthg to another’s ownership by sale 2 to achieve a sale, also 
to achieve satisfactory sales (' hoped that the new line would 3 to have 
a siMicified price - ' at or for (MFsey/en,frOEse//an, akintoOHGse//en 
to sell, ON sala sale. Ok helcin to take] - sellable adj - sell down the river 
to betray the faith of 

^sell n 1 the act or an instance of selling 2 a deliberate deception, a ho.ix 

• infml 

seller /'seb/ n a product offered for sale and selling well, to a specified 
extent, or in u specified manner ' a million-copy ^)<,a ptwr ^ ; [‘sn i 

* -hR] 

seller's market n a market in which demand exceeds supply - compare 
iiuyhr’s marki I 

'selling .plate Aeling/ n a race in which the winning horse is auctioned 
\plate (a race for whith the prize is a gold or silver cup or similar trophy), 
fr 'plate] 

'selling-.plater /.playta/ n 1 a horse that runs chiefly in selling plates 
2 an infenoi racehorse 

sell off St to disp(jse of completely by selling, csp at a reduced price 
sellotape /'seb.tayp/ vt to fix (as lO with Sellotape 
Sellotape trademark used for a usu transparent adhesive tape 
'sell-.OUt /I 1 a picrformance. exhibition, or contest for which all tickets 
or seats are sold 2 a betrayal - infml 

sell out vt 1 to dispose of entirely by sale 2 to betray or be unfaithful 
to (c g one’s cause or associates), csp for the sake of money ~ vt I st-u 
UP 2 to betray one's cause or associates - usu > on 
sell up vb, chieHy Br to sell (e g one’s house or business) in a conclusive 
or forced transaction <sold up and emigrated to Australia) 
seltzer Aeltsa/ n a natural or artificially prepared mineral water contain- 
ing carbon dioxide [modif of G Selterser (wasser) water of Sellers, fr 
Niedcrse/rers, village in Hesse. Germany] 
selvage, selvedge /selvij/ n la the edge on cither side of a (woven) 
fabnc, so finished as to prevent unravelling; specif a narrow border often 
of different or heavier threads than the fabnc and sometimes in a different 
weave b an edge (e g of wallpaper) meant to be cut off and discarded 2 
a border, edge [ME selvage, prob fr MFIem selvegge, sehage. fr selv self 
I- egge edge, akin to OE self and to OE ecg edge - more at EDoe] 
selves /selv/y pi of seli- 

semantic /si'mantik/ adj of meaning in language [Gk semantikos 
significant, fr semainein to signify, mean, fr sema sign, token, akin to Skt 
dhyayati he thinks] - semantically adv 

se'mantics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the branch of linguistics 
concerned with meaning 2 a branch of semiotics dealing with the relation 
between signs and the ivbjects they refer to - scmanticist /-sist/ n 
’temaphore /’sema.faw/ n 1 an apparatus for conveying information by 
visual signals (e g by the position of 1 or more pivoted arms) 2 a system 


of visual signalling by 2 flags held 1 m cadi hand [Gk sema sign, signal 

- ISV -phore] 

^samaphore vt to convey (information) (as lO by semaphore — vi to send 
signals (as lO by semaphore 

sematic /si'matik/ adj, of a poisonous or unpleasani animal's (bright) 
colours warning of danger (,the - loloratinn of the skunk) (Gk semat-. 
sema sign] 

semblance Aembbns/ n outward and often deceptive appearance, a 
show ^wrapped in a ^ of euphoria / [ME, fr Mf, fr OF sembicr to be 
like, seem ^ more at rfscmbil] 
semeiology /.scmi’obji. .see-/ n semiology 

semen /'sceman/ n a suspension of spermatozoa produced by the male 
reprtxiuctive glands that is conveyed to the female reproductive tract 
during coitus [NL, fr L, seed, akin to OHG s.imo seed, L serere to sow 

- more at ‘sow] 

semester /si'mesta/ n an academic term lasting half a year, esp in 
America and Germany [G, fr L semestns half-yearly, fr vex six -• nicnsis 
month - more at six, moon] 
semi /'semi/ n, Br a semidetached house - infml 
semi- /semi-/ prefix la precisely half of b forming a bisection of 
(^semielhpse) <stmio\al) c occurring halfway through (a specified perunJ 
of time) \ sem\annuah (sextweentenary) - compare hi- 2 to some extent, 
partly, incumpleielv (semicivilized) (semi-mdependeni ^ (sermdry / 
Kscnwacid^ - compare demi-. hfmi- 3a partial, incomplete 
'scmxconsciousness) (\em\darkness) b having some of the 
characteristics of . semiporce/a;/)> (semuneta/) c quasi <sem\judiciah 
^semigovemmentalXsemxmonasticy [ME, fr L. akin to OHG sam/- 
half. Gk hemi-] 

.semi'annual /-'anyoo(3)l/ adj occurring every 6 months or twice a year 

- compare biannual - semiannually adv 

.semiauto'matic /-awta'matik/ adj not fully automatic - semiauto- 
matic n, semiautomatically adv 

'semi.breve /-.breev/ n a musical note with the lime value of 2 minims 
or 4 crotchets music 

.semicen’tenary /-sen'leenan. -'tenon/ n (the celebration oO a 50th 
anniversary - semicentenary adj 

.semicen'tennial /-sen'ieni ol/ n a semicentenary - semicentennial 
ad} 

'semi.circle /-.suhkl/ n (an object or arrangement in the form oO a half 
circle [L semicirculus, fr semi- ^ circulus circle] - semicircular adj 
.semi, circular ca'nal /.semi'suhkyoob/ n any of the 3 loop-shaped 
tubular parts of the inner ear that together constitute a sensory organ 
associated with the maintenance of bodily cquilibnum -3*^ nerve 
.semi'classical /-'klasikl/ adj having some of the characteristics of the 
classical 

.semi'colon /-.kohlon/ n a punctuation mark , used chiefly to coordinate 
major sentence elements where there is no conjunction 
.semicon'ducting /-kon'duktmg/ adj (having the charactcnstics) of a 
semiconductor 

.semicon'ductor /-kdn'dukta/ n a substance (e g silicon) whose electri- 
cal conductivity at room temperature is between that of a conductor and 
that of an insulator 

.semi'conscious /-'konshas/ adj not fully aware or respimsive - semi- 
consciously adv, semiconsciousness n 

.semicy’lindrical /-si'lmdnkl/ adj having the shape of a longitudinal 
half of a cylinder 

.ssmi'darkness /-'dahkms/ n partial darkness, shade 
.semide'tached /-di'lachi/ adj forming 1 of a pair of residences joined 
into 1 building by a common wall - semidetached n 
.semidi'ameter /-die'amiia/ n a radius, specif the apparent radius of a 
generally sphencal celestial body 

.semidi'urnal /-die'uhni/ adj 1 relating to, lasting, or accomplished in 
half a day 2 occurnng twice a day 

.aemidocu'mentary /-dokyoo'mcnt(a)n/ n a film or television pro- 
gramme that incorporates factual material in presenting a fictional story 

- semidocumentsry adj 

'semi.dome /-.dohm/ n a half dome covenng a semicircular structure or 
recess - semidomed adj 

.semi'drying /-'dne ing/ady that dries imperfectly or slowly (cottonseed 
oil IS a ^ oil) 

\semi'final /-'fienl/ adj 1 next to the last in a knockout competition 2 
of or participating in a semifinal 

’sarnif Inal /,”'-, '-,--/ n a semifinal match or round - often pi with sing, 
meaning ~ semiflnilist /,-'—/ n 

.semi'fitted /-Titid/ adj conforming roughly to the lines of the body 
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.semi'fluid /-'flooh id/ adj having qualities intermediate between those 
of a liquid and a solid, viscous - semifluid n 

.semi'formal /-'fawml/ adj being or suitable for an occasion of moderate 
formality <,a ^ dinner^ < ^ gowns} 

.semi'liquid /-'likwid/ adj semifluid - semiliquid n 
.sami'lunar /-'loohna/ adj crescent-shaped (NL semilunam, fr I. sem/- 
t lunans lunar] 

.samtlunar 'valva n (any of the crescent-shaped cusps that occur in) the 
aortic valve or the pulmonary valve 

.semi'metal /-'metl/ n an element (eg arsenic) with some metallic 
properties - semimetallic /-mi'talik/ adj 
.aami'monthly /-'munthli/ adv twice a month 
seminal /"seminl/ adj 1 (consisimg) of, stonng. or conveying seed or 
semen <— ducfX^ vesicle} rfproduciion 2 containing or 

contributing the seeds of future development, original and influential (a 
book} (one of the most ^ of the great poets} (ME, fr MF. fr L 
scminalis, fr semin-, semen seed - more at sfmfn] - seminally adv 
seminar /'semi.nah/ n 1 an advanced or graduate class often featunng 
informality and discussion 2 a meeting for exchanging and discussing 
information (G. fr L seminanum seminary] 
seminarian /.semi'nean an/ n a student in a seminary, esp of the Roman 
Catholic church 

seminarist /’seminarist/ n a seminarian 

seminary /'semin(a)n/ /i 1 an institution of education 2 an institution 
for the training of candidates for the (Roman Catholic) priesthood [ME, 
seedbed, nursery, seminary, fr L seminanum, fr semin-, semen seed] 
seminiferous /,semi'nif(3)ras, .see-/ adj producing or beanng seed or 
semen [L semin-. semen seed + E -iferous] 

.semiofficial /-a’fishfa)!/ adj having some ofliciai authonty or standing 
(a statement} - semiofficially adv 

semiology, semeiolofiy /.semi'oipji, .see-/ n the study of signs, esp 
semiotics (Gk semeion sign] - semiological /-a’lojikl/ adi 
semiotics /.semi'oiiks, .see-/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a general 
philosophical theory of signs and symbols that includes syntactics and 
semantics (Gk semeiotikos observant of signs, fr semeiousthai to interpret 
signs, fr semeion sign, akin to Gk sema sign - more at sfmaniic] - 
semiotic adj 

.semi'permanent A'puhmpnant/ adj 1 lasting or intended to last for 
a long time but not permanent 2 having the characteristics of sthg 
permanent but subject to change or review (a agreement} - semiper- 
manently adv 

.sami'permeable /’puhmi abl/ adj permeable to small molecules but 
not to larger ones - semipermeability /-p'bilpii/ n 
.semi'plastic /-'plastik, also 'plah-/ adj not fully plastic 
.semi'precious /-'preshas/ adj, of a gemstone of less commercial value 
than a precious stone 

.semi'pro /-'proh/ n or adj (a) semi professional - infml 
'.semiproiessional /-pr3'fesh(p)nl/ adj 1 engaging in an activity for 
pay or gain but not as a full-time occupation <a dance band} 2 engaged 
in by semiprofessional players ~ semiprofessionally adv 
^semiprofasslonal n one who engages in an activity (eg a sport) 
semiprofessionally 

'semi.qu^er /-.kwayva/ n a musical note with time value of X of a 
quaver ^ music 

.semi'rigld A'njid/ adj having a flexible cylindneal gas container with an 
attached stiffening keel that carries the load (a ^ airship} 
.semi'skilled A'skild/ adj of, being, or requmng workers who have less 
training than skilled workers and more than unskilled workers 
.teml'soft /-'soft/ adj firm but easily cut < ^ cheese} 

.semi'solid /-'solid/ adj having the qualities of both a solid and a liquid, 
highly viscous - semiaolid n 

.•emisyn'thetic /-sin'thetik/ adj produced by chemical alteration of a 
natural starting matenal <- penicillins} 

Semite /'secmiet/ n a member of any of a group of peoples of SW Asia 
chiefly represented now by the Jews and Arabs [F Semite, fr Sem Shem, 
eldest son of Noah, fr LL, fr Gk Sem, fr Heb Shem] 

^Semitic /si'mitik/ adj 1 of or characteristic of the Semites; specif Jewish 
2 of a branch of the Afro-Asiati^language family that includes Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Arabic, and Ethiopic alphabet 
‘Semitic n (any oQ the Semitic languages 

Semitiem /'semi,tiz(a)m/ n a policy favourable to Jews; predisposition 
in favour of Jews 

'eeml.tone A.tohn/ n the musical interval (e g E~F or F-F ■#) equal to 
the interval between 2 adjacent keys on a keyboard instrument - semi- 
tonic /-'tontk/ adj 


'semi, trailer /-.trayla/ n a trailer having rear wheels but supported by 
a towing tractor at the front 
.semi'tropical /-'tropikl/ adj subtropical 

'semi, vowel A.vowl/ n (a letter representing) a speech sound (e g /y/ 
or /w/) intermediate between vowel and consonant 
.semi'weekly A'weekli/ adj or adv appearing or taking place twice a 
week (a ~ new's bulletin} 

semolina /.sema'lcena/ n the punfied hard parts left after milling of 
(hard) wheat used for pasta and in milk puddings [It semolina, dim of 
semola bran, fr L simila finest wheat flour] 

sempiternal /.sempi'tuhnl/ adj everlasting, eternal - chiefly poetic 
[ME, fr LL sempitemalis, fr L sempitenws, fr semper ever, always, frsem- 
one, same (akin to ON samr same) ) per through - more at same, for] 

- sempiternally adv 

sempre /‘sempn; also 'sempray/ adv always - used in music < ~ legato} 
[It. fr L semper] 

sempstress /'sem(p)stns/ n a seamstress [fcni of sempster, var of 
seamster - more at slamsirlss] 

sen /sen/ n, pi sen Indonesia, Malaysia at nation \L irY [Indo- 
nesian sen, prob fr E cent, Malaysian prob fr Indonesian] 
senary /'seen(3)n/ adj of. based on, or characterized by 6, compounded 
of 6 things or parts scale} division} [I senanus consisting of 
six] 

senate /'senit/ n sing or pi in constr la the supreme council of ihc 
ancient Roman republic and empire b the 2nd chamber in some legisla- 
tures that consist of 2 houses 2 the governing body ol some universities 
[ME senat, fr OF, fr L senatus, lit , council of elders, fr sen-, senei old, 
old man - more at senior) 

senator /'seiuta/ n a member of a senate [ME senatour, fr OF senafeur, 
fr L senator, fr senaru.s] - senatorial /-'tawri al/ adf, senatorship n 
'send /send/ vh sent /sent/ vt 1 to direct or cause to go in a specified 
direction, esp violently <sent a blow to his ^hiii) ' the crash sent iheni 
scuttling out of their houses^ 2 of God, fate, etc to cause to be, grant. 
iirincj about < ^ her victonous"^ J to dispatch by a means of communica- 
tion (-^ a telegram '' 4a to cause, direct, order, or request to go < sent her 
to buy some milk} b to dismiss (was sent home^> 5 to cause to assume 
a specified state c^senl him into a rage} 6 to cause to issue eg a to pour 
out, discharge (clouds - mg forth ram} b to utter ' forth a cry) c to 
emit <scnt out waves of perfume} d to grow out (p?itts) m the course of 
development (a plant — ing forth s/joofs,> 7 to consign to a destination 
/eg death or a place of imprisonment) 8 to delight, thrill - infml \thai 
music really ^ s me} ^ vi la to dispatch sby to convey a message or do 
an errand <-^ out for coffee} b to dispatch a request or order (have to 

— to Germany for spares} 2 to scend 3 to transmit [ME senden, fr OE 
sendan, akin to OHG sendan to send, OF sith rc'iad, journey. OIr sef j 
sender n - send for to request by message to come, summon - send 
packing to dismiss roughly or in disgrace 

‘send n a scend 

send down vt. Br 1 to suspend or expel from a university 2 to send to 
jail - infml 

send in vt 1 to cause to be delivered to an authority, group, or 
organization <send in a letter ol complaint} 2 to assign with a view to 
tackling a ensis or difficulty <;send a receiver m to deal with the 
bankruptcy} 

'send-.off n a usu enthusiastic demonstration of goodwill at the beginning 
of a venture (e g a trip) 

send off vt 1 to dispatch 2 to attend to the departure of - compare st r 
off 

send on vt 1 to dispatch (eg luggage) in advance 2 to forward 
(readdrevHcd mail) 

send out vt 1 to issue for circulation (had sent the invitations out) 2 
to dispatch (e g an order) from a shop nr place of storage 
send round vt to circulate (a notice is being sent round) 

'send-, up n, Br a satincal imitation, esp on btage or television, a 
parody 

send up vt 1 chieHy Br to make an object of mockery or laughter, 
ridicule 2 chiefly NAm send ixiwn 2 
sene /'saynay/ ii Western Samoa at nationai iey [Samoan, fr E 
cent] 

senectitude /si'nckti.tyoohd/ n old age - fml [ML senectitudo, alter 
of L senectus old age, fr sen-, scnic-, senex old, old man - more at 
senior] 

senescence Ai'nes(3)ns/ n being or becoming old or withered [sen- 
escent fr L senescent-, senescens, prp of sencscere to grow old, fr sen-, 
senex old] - senesce vi, senescent adj 
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seneschal /'senish(3)l/ n the agent or hailifT of a feudal lord’s estate 
[ME, fr MF, of Gmc origin; akin to Goth stncigs old, OHG scale servant 
- more at ^senior] 

sengi /’seng-gi/ n, pi sengi Zaire at nationality [native name in 
Zaire] 

senhor /se'nyaw/ n, pi senhora, aenhores /-rees, -reez/ a Portuguese or 
Brazilian gentleman » used as a title equivalent to Mr or as a generalized 
term of direct address [Pg. fr ML senior supenor, lord, fr L. adj, 
elder] 

senhora /se'nyawra/ n a married Portuguese or Brazilian woman - used 
as a title equivalent to Mrs or as a generalized term of direct address [Pg, 
fern of senhor] 

senhorfta /.senya'reet^/ n an unmarried Portuguese or Brazilian girl or 
woman - used as a title equivalent to Miss [Pg, fr dim of senhora] 
senile /seeniel/ adj of, exhibiting, or charactenstic of (the mental or 
physical weakness associated with) old age [L senilis, fr sen-, senex old, 
old man] ~ senility /si'nibti/ n 

'senior /'seenya, 'seeni a/ n 1 sby who is older than another (5 years his 
) 2a sby of higher standing or rank b NAm a student in the final year 
before graduation from school, university, etc [ME, fr L, fr senior, 
adj) 

'senior adj 1 elder - used, chiefly in the USA, to distinguish a father with 
the same name as his son 2 higher in standing or rank < ~ officers} [ME, 
fr L, older, elder, compar of.se/i-. senex old, akin to Goth sineigs old. Gk 
henos] ^ 

.senior 'aircraftman n rank 
senior chief petty officer n rank 
.senior 'citizen n sby beyond the usual age of retirement - euph 
Senior Common ROuiii n a staff sitting room in a college 
senior house officer n (a doctor holding) the training grade of Bntish 
hospital doctor senior to houseman 

seniority /.seem'orati/ n a pnvileged status attained by length of con- 
tinuous service (e g in a compan;^['sENK)R 4 -ity] 

senior master sergeant n rank 

senior nursing officer n sby who is m charge of the nursing staff i** 
a Bntish hospital 

senior registrar n (one holding) the grade of Bntish hospital doctor 
senior to registrar 

senior wrangler n the winner of the highest mark in the first class of 
the Cambndge mathematical tnpos 

seniti /'seniti/ n. pi seniti fonga at nationai i rv [Tongan, modif 
of E cent] 

senna /sena/ n (the dned leaflets or pods, u.sed as a purgative, oO any 
of a genus of leguminous plants, shrubs, and trees of warm regions [NL, 
fr Ar Sana] 

sennet /'semt/ n a signal call on a trumpet or comet for entrance or exit 
on the stage [prob alter, of obs signet (signal)] 
sennit /"senit/ n a braided cord or fabnc (e g of plaited rope yams) [perh 
fr F coussinet, dim of coussin cushion, fr its use to protect cables from 
fraying] 

senor, seior /se'nyaw/ n, pi aenors, senores /-rays/ a Spanish-speaking 
man - used as a title equivalent to Mr or as a generalized term of direct 
address [Sp sehor, fr ML senior superior, lord, fr L, adj, elder] 
senora, senora /se'nyawra/ n a mamed Spanish-speaking woman - used 
as a title equivalent to Mrs or as a generalized term of direct address [Sp 
sehora, fern of sehor] 

senorita, aerorita /.senya'reeta/ n an unmarned Spanish-speaking girl or 
woman - used as a title equivalent to Miss [Sp sehonta, fr dim of 
senora] 

'senaata /'sensayt/ adj endowed with bodily senses <a ^ being} - fml 
[LL sensatus, fr L sensus sense] 

^aanaata adj relating to or apprehended through the senses [ML sensatus, 
fr LL, endowed with sense, fr L sensus sense] - tenaately adv 
aanaation /8en'say8h(3)n/ n la a mental process (e g scemg or heanng) 
resulting from stimulation of a sense organ b a state of awareness of a usu 
specifled type resulting from internal bodily conditions or external factors, 
a feeling or sense <-*'S of fatigue} 2a a surge of intense interest or 
excitement (^thar elopement caused a -*' > b a cause of such excitement; 
esp sby or sthg in some respect remarkable or outstanding [ML sensation- 
, seaaatio, fr LL sensatus endowed with sense] 
aanaatlonal /sen'saysh(3)nl/ adj 1 arousing an immediate, intense, and 
usu superficial interest or emotional reaction 2 exceptionally or unex- 
pectedly excellent or impressive - infml (sensation '-al] - sensatloa- 
aliae w, sensatioiially adv 


sen'sational.ism /-,iz(9)m/ n the use of sensational subject matter or 
style - sensationalist n 

'sense /sens/ n 1 a meaning conveyed or intended, esp any of a range of 
meanings a word or phrase may bear, esp as isolated in a dictionary entry 
2 (the faculty of perceiving the external world or internal bodily condi- 
tions by means of) any of the senses of feeling, heanng, sight, smell, taste, 
etc 3 soundness of mind or judgment - usu pi with sing meaning <^when 
hecametohis she was shocked to hear what he had done} 4a an ability 
to use the senses for a specified purpose (a good ^ of balance} b a 
definite but often vague awareness or impression (^felt a ^ ofmsecunty} 
c an awareness that motivates action or judgment (^done out of a of 

justice} d a capacity for discernment and appreciation </ier of 
humour} <a highly-developed critical ~ > 5 the prevailing view; a consen- 
sus <//ie ^ of the meeting} 6 an ability to put the mind to effective use. 
practical intelligence 7 cither of 2 opposite directions (of motion) [MF 
or L. MF sens sensation, feeling, mechanism of perception, meaning, fr 
L sensus, fr sensus, pp of sentire to perceive, feel, akin to OHG sin mind, 
sense, OE sith journey - more at send] 

'sense vt la to perceive by the senses b to be or become conscious of < ^ 
danger} 2 to grasp, comprehend the import of a remark} 3 to detect 

(c g a symbol or radiation) automatically 

'senseless /-lis/ adj deprived of, deficient in, or contrary to sense, e g 
a unconscious {knocked > b foolish, stupid {it was some ^ practical 
joke - A Conan Doyle) c meaningless, purposeless <a ~ murder} - 
senselessly adv, senselessness n 

'sense .organ n a bodily structure that responds to a stimulus (e g heat 
or sound waves) by initiating impulses in nerves that convey them to the 
central nervous system where they are interpreted as sensations 
sensibility /..sensa'bibti/ n 1 ability to have sensations {tactile ^} 2 
heightened susceptibility to feelings of pleasure or pain (e g in response 
to praise or blame) - often pi with sing meaning {a man of strong 
sensibilities) 3 the ability to discern and respond freely to sthg (e g 
emotion m another) 4 (exaggerated) sensitiveness in feelings and 
tastes 

sensible /"sensabl/ adj 1 capable of sensing {^ to pain} 2 having, 
containing, or indicative of good sense or sound reason men} {made 
a answer} 3a perceptible to the senses or to understanding {his distress 
was from his manner} b large enough to be observed or noticed, 
considerable {a ^ decrease} 4 aware, conscious of USE {3 A 4) fml [ME, 
fr MF, fr L sensibilis, fr sensus, pp] - sensibleneis n, seniibly adv 
sensitive Aensativ/ adj 1 capable of being stimulated or excited by 
external agents (e g light, gravity, or contact) <a photographic emulsion 
^ to red light} 2 highly responsive or susceptible- eg a(l) easily 
provoked or tiurt emotionally (2) finely aware of the attitudes and feelings 
of others or the subtleties of a work of art b hypersensitive {-^ to egg 
protein} c capable of registenng minute differences; delicate {'^ scales} 
d readily affected or changed by external agents (e g light or chemical 
stimulation) t of a radio receiving set highly responsive to incoming 
waves 3 concerned with highly classified information {a ^ document} 
[ME, fr MF sensitif, fr ML sensitivus, irreg fr L sensus'] - sensitively adv, 
sensitiveness n, sensitivity /-'tivati/ n 

sensitive plant n any of several mimosas or other plants with leaves 
that fold or droop when touched 

sentit-ize, -ise /'scnsatiez/ vb to make or become sensitive or hypersensi- 
tive [sensitive + -ize, -ise] - sensitizer n, sensitization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
senaor /'sen», -saw/ n a device that responds to heat, light, sound, 
pressure, magnetism, etc and transmits a resulting impulse (eg for 
measurement or operating a control) [L sensus, pp of sentire to perceive 

- more at sense] 

swnaorial /sen'sawri-al/ adj sensory 

sensorium /sen'sawn-am/ n. pi sensoriums, sensoria /-riV (the parts 
of the brain or the mind concerned with the reception and uiterpretation 
of stimuli from) all the sensory apparatus [LL, sense organ, fr L sensus 
sense] 

sensory /'sens(a)ri/ adj of sensation or the senses nerve 
sensual /’sensyoo-al, -shoo-/ adj 1 sensory 2 relating to or consisting 
in the gratification of the senses or the indulgence of appetites 3a devoted 
to or preoccupied with the senses or appetites, rather than the intellect or 
spirit b voluptuous [ME, fr LL sensuaJis, fr L sensus sense + -alls -al] 

- sensualism n, sensualist n, sensualize vt, sensually adv, sensuality 
/-’abii/ n 

aanauous /sensyoo-as, -shoo-as/ adj la of (objects perceived by) the 
senses b providing or characterized by gratification of the senses; appeal- 
ing strongly to the senses pleasure} 2 suggesting or producing rich 
imagery or sense impressions verse) 3 readily influenced by sense 
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perception [L saisus sense 4 E -ou 5 ] - sensuously adv, sensuousness n, 
sensuosfty /-'osoti/ n 

Sensurround /'sens(y>»,rownd/ trademark - used for a sound- 
reproduang system developed for use in films that employs low frequen- 
cies to heighten the specutors* sense of physical involvement with the 
action depicted on the screen 
sent /sent/ past of send 

'sentence /'senUns/ n la a judgment formally pronounced by a court 
and specifying a punishment b the punishment so imposed <serve a ^ > 
2 a grammatically self-contained speecli unit that expresses an assertion, 
a question, a command, a wish, or an exclamation and is usu shown in 
wnting with a capital letter at the beginning and with appropnate 
punctuation at the end [ME, fr OF, fr L senteniia, lit., feeling, opinion, 
fr (assumed) sentent-, sentens, irreg prp of entire to feel - more at sense] 
- sentential /-'tenshfa)!/ adj 

’sentence vr 1 to impose a judicial sentence on 2 to consign to a usu 
unpleasant fate (^development that ^ s rural industnes to extinction^ 
sententie /sen'tensha/ n, pi sententiae /-sh^ee/ an aphorism > usu pi, 
fml [L, lit., feeling, opinion - more at sentence] 
sententious /sen'tenshas/ adj 1 terse, pithy 2 given to or full of a terse 
or pithy sayings b pompous, moralizing [ME, fr L sententiosus, fr 
sententia sentence, maxim] - sententlously adv, sententiousness n 
sentience /sensh( 3 )ns/ n 1 a sentient quality or state 2 rudimentary 
feeling and perception as distinguished from thought and the higher 
emotions USE chiefly fml 

sentient /'sensh( 3 )nt/ adj 1 capable of perceiving through the senses, 
conscious 2 keenly sensitive in perception or feeling USE chiefly fml [L 
sentient-, sentiens, prp of sentire to perceive, feel] - sentlently adv 
sentiment /'sentimant/ n la (an attitude, thought, or judgment 
prompted or coloured by) feeling or emotion b a specific view or attitude, 
an opinion - usu pi with sing meaning (held similar '^son the matterj 
2a sensitive feeling; refined sensibility, esp as expressed m a work of art 
b indulgently romantic or nostalgic feeling 3 the emotional significance 
of a communication as distinguished from its overt meaning (the ^ is 
admirah'C. though it is clumsily expressed) [F or ML, F, fr ML 
sentimentum, ft L sentire] 

sentimental /.senti'mentl/ adj 1 resulting from feeling rather than 
reason (kept the gift for its value) 2 having an excess of superficial 
sentiment - sentimentalism n. sentimentalist n, sentimentalize vb, senti- 
mentally adv, sentimentality /-'tabti/ n 
'sentinel /’sentinl/ n sby who or sthg that keeps guard [MF sentinclle, 
fr Olt sentinella, fr sentina vigilance, fr sentire to perceive, fr L] 
’sentinel vt -U- {NAm -1-, -11-) 1 to watch over as a sentinel 2 to post 
as a sentinel 

sentry /'sentn/ n a guard, watch, esp a soldier standing guard at a gate, 
door, etc [perh fr obs sentry (sanctuary, watch tower), alter of ME 
seintuarie sanctuary] 

'sentry .box n a shelter for a standing sentry 

'sentry-.go n duty as a sentry [fr the phrase Sentry, go!] 

senza /sentsah/ prep without - used m music directions sordini) 

[It] 

seMi /"sepl/ n any of the modified leaves compnsing the calyx of a flower 
XS" PLANT [NL sepalum, fr sepa- (fr Gk skepe covenng) 4 -lum (as in 
petalum petal); akin to Lith kepure head covenng] - sepaloid /seepfoyd/ 
adj 

-sepalOUS A'sepalds/ comb form ( adj) having (such or so many) sepals 
<gain 0 sepalous> [sepal] 

separable /,sep(9)rdbl/ adj capable of being separated or dissociated 
[ME. fr L separabilts, fr separare to separate] - separablenen n, aeparably 
adv, acpsrability /-'biiati/ n 

'separate /seporayt/ vt la to set or keep apart; detach, divide b to make 
a distinction between; distinguish religion from magic) c to disperse 
in space or ume; scatter (widely ~d hamlets) 2 to part (a mamed 
couple) by separation 3 to isolate, segregate 4a to isolate from a mixture 
or compound ('^ cream from milk) b to divide into constituent parts or 
types 5 NAm to discharge (was -d from the army) w 1 to become 
divided or detached; draw or come apart 2a to sever an association; 
withdraw from a federation) b to cease to live together as man and 
wife, esp by formal arrangement 3 to go in different directions 4 to 
become isolated from a mixture USE (vt 4; vt 4) often + out (ME 
separaten, fr L separatus, pp of separare, fr se- apart 4 parare to prepare, 
procure - more at sbcede. pare] - sepsrativa /*sep(d)rativ/ adj 
’separate /'sep(3)fat/ ad) 1 set or kept apart; detached, separated 2 not 
ahared with another; individual rooms) 3a existing independently; 


autonomous b different in kind, distinct (6 ^ ways of cooking an egg) 
- separately adv, separateness n 

separates /'sep(3)rats/ n pi garments (e g skirts, shirts, and trousers) 
that are designed to be worn together to form an interchangeable out- 
fit 

separation /,sep3'raysh(d)n/ /i la a point, line, or means of division b 
an intervening space; a gap, break 2 cessation of cohabitation between 
husband and wife by mutual agreement or judicial decree [‘separate 4 
-ion] 

separatism /'sep(a)r3.tiz(3)m/ n a belief or movement advocating separ- 
ation (e g schism, secession, or segregation) 

'separatist /-tist/ n one who favours separatism e g a cap any of a 
group of 16th- and I7th-c English Protestants prefernng to separate from 
the Church of England rather than reform it b an advocate of racial or 
cultural separation - separatist adj, often cap 

separator /'sepa.rayta/ n a device for separating liquids of different 
specific gravities (e g cream from milk) or liquids from solids ['separate 
4 ‘-or] 

Sephardi /si'fahdi/ n, pi Sephardim /-dim/ a member or descendant of 
the non-Yiddish-speaking branch of European Jews that settled in Spam 
and Portugal - compare ashkena/i [LHeb sepharadhi, fr sepharadh 
Spam, fr Heb, region where Jews were once exiled (Obad 1 20)] - 
Sephardic /-dik/ adj 

'sepia /'seepya/ n 1 (a brown melanm-contammg pigment from) the inky 
secretion of cuttlefishes 2 nch dark brown [NL, genus comprising 
cuttlefish, fr L. cuttlefish, fr Gk sepia, akin to Gk sepein to make putnd, 
sapros rotten] 

’sepia adj 1 of the colour sepia 2 made of or done m sepia (a — 
pnnt) 

sepoy /'seepoy/ n an Indian soldier employed by a Furojicaii power, esp 
Britain [Pg sipai, fr Hindi sipahi, fr Per, cavalryman] 
sepsis /"sepsis/ n, pi sepses /-^cez/ the spread of bactena from a focus 
of infection, esp septicaemia [NL, fr Gk sepsis decay, fr sepein to make 
putnd] 

septate /'septayt/ adj divided by or having a septum 
September /sep'temba, sap-/ n the 9th month of the Gregonan calendar 
(ME Septembre, fr OF, fr L September (seventh month of ancient Roman 
calendar), fr septem seven - more at seven) 

septennial /sep'tenysl/ adj I consisting of or'Hlasting for 7 years 2 
occurnng or performed every 7 years [LL septennium penod of seven 
, years, fr L septem 4 -enmum (as in biennium)] - septennially adv 
septet /scp'tet/ n 1 a musical composition for 7 instruments, voices, or 
performers 2 sing or pi in constr a group or set of 7, esp the performers 
of a septet [G, fr L septem] 

septic /'scptik/ adj 1 putrcfective 2 relating to, involving, or character- 
istic of sepsis [L septicus, fr Gk septikos, fr sepein to make putnd - more 
at sepia] 

septicaemia /.septrseemys, -mi a/ n invasion of the bloodstream by 
microorganisms from a focus of infection with chills, fever, etc [NL, fr 
L septicus 4 NL -aemia] 

.septic 'tank n a tank in which the solid matter of continuously flowing 
sewage is disintegrated by bactena 

septuagenarian /.sepchooaji'nean an, .septwa-/ n sby between 70 and 
79 years old [LL septuagenanus 70 years old, fr L, of or containing 70, 
fr septuageni 70 each, fr septuaginta] ~ septuagenarian adj 
Septuagesima /.sepchooa'jcsima. .septwa-/ n the third Sunday before 
Lent [ME, fr LL, fr L, fern of septuagesimus 70th, fr septuaginta seventy; 
fr Its being the 70th day before Easter] 

Septuagint /"sepchooajint septwa-/ n a pre-Cbristian Greek version of 
the Jewish Scriptures arranged and edited by Jewish scholars about 300 
BC [LL Septuaginta, fr L, seventy, irreg fr septem seven 4 -ginta (akin 
-to L viginti twenty); fr the approximate number of its translators - more 

at SEVEN. V10F51MAL] 

septum /'septam/ n, pi septa /-ta/ a dividing wall or membrane, esp 
between bodily spaces or masses of soft tissue [NL, fr L saeptum 
enclosure, fence, wall, fr saepire to fence in. fr taepes fence, hedge; akin 
to Gk haimasia stone wall] - septal adj 

sepulchral /si'pulkral/ adj 1 of the bunal of the dead 2 suited to or 
suggestive of a tomb; funereal (a whisper) - sepukbnlly adv 
sepulchre, NAm chiefly sepulcher /'sep(a)lk3/ n 1 a place of burial; a 
tomb 2 a receptacle (in an altar) for religious relics [ME sepukre, fr OF, 
fr L sepulcrum, sepulchrum, fr sepelire to bury ; akin to Gk hepein to care 
for. Skt saparyati he pays homage, sapati he serves] 
sepulture /'sep(a)lcha/ n bunal, interment - fml [ME. fr OF, fr L 
sepultura, fr sepultus, pp of sepelire] 
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Mquel /'seekwdi/ n 1 a consequence, result 2a subsequent development 
or course of events b a play, nim, or literary work continuing the course 
of a narrative begun in a preceding one [ME, fr MF sequellc, fr L sequela, 
fr sequi to follow - more at sue] 

sequela Ai'kweeb/ n, pi sequelae /-lee/ an aftereffect of disease or injury 
[NL, fr L, sequel] 

'sequence /'seekwdns/ n 1 a continuous or connected senes- e g a an 
extended senes of poems united by theme <a sonnet ~ > b run 3f c a 
succession of repetitions of a melodic phrase or harmonic pattern each in 
a new position - compare imitation 3, ostinato d a set of elements 
following the same order as the natural numbers e an episode, esp in a 
film 2a order of succession b the order of amino acids in a protein, 
nucleotide bases in DNA or RNA, etc 3 a subsequent but not resultant 
occurrence or course 4 a continuous progression [ME, fr ML sequentia, 
fr LL, sequel, lit , act of following, fr L sequent-, sequens, prp of 
sequ/1 

^sequence vr 1 to place m ordered sequence 2 to determine the ammo 
acid sequence of (a protan), nucleotide sequence of (a nucleic acid), etc 
- sequencer n 

sequent /'seekwant/ adj I consecutive, succeeding 2 consequent, result- 
ant USE fml [L sequent-, sequens, prp] 

sequential /si'k wenshfa)!/ adj 1 of or arranged in a sequence, serial 
nie systems} 2 following in sequence - sequentially adv 
sequester /si'kwesta/ vr la to set apart, segregate b to seclude, 
withdraw < oneself from urban life} <a quiet ^ed spot} 2 to seize (e g 

a debtor’s property) judicially 3 to chelate [ME sequestren, fr MF 
sequestrer, fr LL sequestrare to surrender for safekeeping, set apart, fr L 
sequester agent, depositary, bailee, akin to L sequi to follow] 
sequestrate /si'i^ westrayt/ vt scquestfr 2 (LL sequestratus, pp of 
sequestrare] - sequestration /,seekwe'straysh(a)n/ n 
sequin /seekwin/ n 1 a former gold coin of Italy and Turkey 2 a very 
small disc of shining metal or plastic used for ornamentation, esp on 
clothing [F, fr It zecchino, fr zecca mint, fr Ar sikkah die, com] 
sequoia Ai'kwoya/ n either of 2 huge coniferous Californian trees a bk; 
TRFF b a redwood [NL, genus name, fr Sequoya (George Guess) tl843 
Amerind scholar] 
sera /'siara/ pi of serum 

serac /scerak/ n a pinnacle, sharp ridge, or block of ice among the 
crevasses of a glacier [F serac, lit , a kind of white cheese, fr ML seracium 
whey, fr L serum whey - more at serum] 
seraglio /se'rahh oh, -lyoh/ n, pi sera^ios harfm la [It serraglio 
enclosure, seraglio, partly fr ML serraculum bar of a door, bolt, tr LL 
serare to bolt, partly fr Turk saray palace - more at *sfar] 
serai /se'nc/ n a caravanserai (Turk & Per, Turk saray mansion, palace, 
fr Per sarai mansion, inn] 

serang /sa'rang/ n a boatswain [Per sarhang commander, boatswain, fr 
sar chief i hang authonty] 

seraph /'seraf/ n, pi seraphim /-fim/, seraphs any of the 6- winged angels 
standing in the presence of God [LL seraphim, pi. seraphs, fr Heb 
seraphim] - seraphic /si'rafik/ ad; 

Serb /suhb/, Seiiiian /suhbi-an/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of Serbia 2 
the Serbo-Croatian language as spoken in Serbia - compare ( Roatian 
language [Serb, fr Serb Srb\ Serbian, fr Serbia, former Balkan 
kingdom, now a republic of Yugoslavia, fr Serb Srbt^a] - Serb, Serbian 
adj 

Serbo^r'oatian /.suhboh kroh'aysh(a)n/ n 1 the Slavonic language of 
the Serbs and Croats 2 one whose native language is Serbo-Croatian - 
Serbo-CroatiaB adj 

'sere, sear /sia/ adj shnvclled. withered ~ chiefly poetic [ME, fr OF scar 
dry, akin to OHG soren to wither, Gk hauos dry] 

^aara n a series of successive ecological communities established in 1 area 
[L senes senes] - serai /’siaral/ adj 

'aarenada /.sera'nayd/ n 1 a complimentary vocal or instrumental 
performance (given outdoors at night for a woman) 2 an instrumental 
composition in several movements wntten for a small ensemble [F 
ser6nade, fr It serenata, fr sereno clear, calm (of weather), fr L sere- 
nus] 

*aaranada vb to perform a serenade (in honour oO - serenader n 
aarandipity /.seran'dipati/ n the faculty of discovering pleasing or 
valuable things by chance [fr its possession by the heroes of the Per fairy 
tale The Three Princes ofSerendip; Serendip, ancient name for Sn Lanka, 
fr Ar Sarandib Sri Lanka, deriv of Skt Siiphalanam Dvtpah% lit., island 
of the Sinhalese] - serendipitous /-'dipitas/ adj 
aarana /sa'reen/ adj 1 free of storms or adverse changes, clear, fine 
skies} weather} 2 having or showing tranquillity and peace of mind 


(a smile} [L serenus, akin to OHG serawen to become dry. Gk xeros 
dry] - serenely adv, sereneness n, serenity /sd'renati/ n 
aarf /suhf/ n a member of a class of agricultural labourers in a feudal 
society, bound in service lo a lord, and esp transferred with the land they 
worked if its ownership changed hands [F, fr L servus slave, servant, serf 
- more at sfrve] - serfage n, serfdom n 
serge /suhj/ n a durable twilled fabnc having a smooth clear face and 
a pronounced diagonal nb on the front and the back [ME sarge, fr MF. 
fr (assumed) VI. sanca, fr L senca, fern of sencus silken - more at 
sericeous] 

sergeant /'sahj(3)nt/ n 1 a police officer ranking in Bntqin between 
constable and inspector 2 rank [ME, servant, attendant, sergeant, 
fr OF sergent, seijant, fr L servient-, serviens, prp of servire to serve] 

sergeant aircrew n 1. V rank 

.aergeant-at-'arms n, pi sergeants-at-arms often cap SAA an officer 
attending the Bntish Speaker or Lord Chancellor, also a similar officer 
in other legislatures 

sergeant first class n rank 

.sergeant 'ma Jor n. pi sergeant mqjors, sergeants mqjor 1 rank 
2 a warrant officer in the Bntish army or Royal Mannes 
'serial Aianol/ adj 1 of or constituting a senes, rank, or row order} 

2 appeanng in successive instalments <a ^ story} 3 of or being music 
based on a senes of notes in an arbitrary but fixed order without regard 
tor traditional tonality < technique} - serially adv 
^serial n 1 a work appeanng (e g in a magazine or on television) in parts 
at usu regular intervals 2 a publication issued as 1 of a consecutively 
numbered continuing series - serialist n 
serialism /'si3n 3,liz(a)m/ n (the theory or practice of composing) senal 
music 

‘serial ize, -Ise /-liez/ vt to arrange or publish in senal form ~ serializa- 
tion /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

'serial .number n a number used as a means of identification that 
indicates position in a senes 

seriate /'sian,ayl/ vt or adj (to cause to be) arranged in a senes - fml [adj 
fr (assumed) NL seriatus, fr L senes, vb fr adj] 
seriatim /.sian'atim/ adv or adj in regular order [adv ML, fr L senes\ 
adj fr adv] 

sericeous Ai'nshas/ adj finely hairy <a ^ leaf} [LL senceus silken, fr 
L sencum silk garment, silk, fr neut of sencus silken, fr Gk senkos, fr 
.Seres, an eastern Asiatic people producing silk in ancient times] 
sericulture /'scn.kulcha/ n the production of raw silk by breeding 
silkworms [L sencum silk + E culture] - sericultursl /-'kulcharal/ adj, 
sericultvnsr n 

series /'Sijur, -rcez/ n. pi series 1 a number of things or events of the 
same kind t allowing one another in spatial or temporal succession <a 
concert ^ > \the hall opened into a ^ of small rooms}, broadly any group 
of systematically related items 2 a usu infinite mathematical sequence 
whose terms are to be added together 3 the coins or currency of a 
particular country and penod 4 a succession of issues of volumes 
published with continuous numbenng or usu related subjects or authors 
and format 5 a division of rock formations that is smaller than a system 
and compnses rocks deposited dunng an epoch 6 a group of chemical 
compounds or elements related in structure and properties 7 an arrange- 
ment of devices in an electneal circuit in which the whole current passes 
through each device - compare parali fl 4b 8 a number of games (c g 
of cricket) played between 2 teams <a 5-match — between England and 
Australia} [L, fr serere to join, link together: akin to Gk eirein to stnng 
together, hormos chain, necklace] 
serif /'senf/ n a short line stemming from the stroke of a letter 
alphabet [prob fr D schreef stroke, line, fr MD, fr schnven to wnte, fr 
L senbere - more at 'scribe] - seriffed adj 
serigraph /'sen.grahf, -,graf/ n a print made by a silk-screen process [L 
sencum silk + Gk graphein to wnte, draw - more at carve] - serigrapber 
/sa'ngrofa/ n, serigraphy /-fi/ n 

serin /'senn/ n a small European finch related to the canary [F] 
serine /'screen, 'sia-, -nn/ n an amino acid that occurs in most protans 
[ISV sericin a gelatinous protein that cements the 2 Bbroin filaments in 
a silk fibre (fr L sericum silk) -f -me] 

seriocomic /.siarioh'komik/ adj having a mixture of the serious and the 
comic [serious + -o- 'i- ro/n/e] ~ seriocomically adv 
serious /siari os/ adj 1 grave or thoughtful in appearance or manner; 
sober 2a requiring careful attention and concentration <>^ study} b of 
or relating to a weighty or important matter <a ^ play} 3a not jesting 
or decavmg; in earnest b deeply interested or committed fishermen} 
4 having important or dangerous consequences; cntical <a injury} 
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[ME seryowSt ft MF or LL; MF scneux, fr LL scnosus, alter of L senus] 
- scriottsiiess n 

'seriously Alt/ sdv la in a sincere manner; earnestly b to speak in a 
serious way <^, you should be more careful^ 2 to a senous extent, 
severely injured} 

,serious>'mindecl adj having a senous outlook on life - serious* 
mindedly adv 

serJeant /'sahj(a)nt/ n a sergeant 

sermon Auhman/ n 1 a religious discourse delivered in public, usu by 
a clergyman as a part of a religious service 2 a speech on conduct or duty. 
esp one that is unduly long or tedious [ME, fr OF, fr ML sermon-, sermo, 
ft L, speech, conversation, fr serere to link together - more at series] 
sermon-ize, -ise Auhma,niez/ vt to give moral advice in an officious or 
dogmatic manner - sennonizer n 
sero* comb form serum (serology} [L serum] 
aerology /si'robji/ n the medical study of the reactions and properties 
of (blood) serum [ISV] - serologist n, serologlcaJ /.siara'lojikl/ adj 
serosa /si'rohsa, -za/ n serous membrane (NL, fr fern of serosus 
serous, fr L serum] - serosal adj 

serotonin /.sera'tohnin/ n an amine that causes constnction of small 
blood vessels and occurs esp in blood platelets and as a neurotransmitter 
in the bram [sero- + tonic -in] 

serous membrane Aiaras/ n a thin membrane (e g the pentoneum) 
with cells that secrete a watery liquid [serous ft MF sereux, fr serum, 
fr L] 

serpent Auhpant/ n 1 a (large) snake 2 the Devil 3 a wily treacherous 
person 4 an old-fashioned bass woodwind instrument of serpentine form 
[ME. fr MF. fr L serpent-, serpens, fr prp of serpere to creep; akin to Gk 
herpetn to creep, Skt sarpati he creeps] 

'serpentine Auhpan,tien/ adj 1 of or like a serpent (e g in form or 
movement) 2 subtly tempting, wily, artful 3 winding or turning one way 
and another [ME. fr MF serpentin, fr LL serpenttnus, fr L serpent-, 
serpens] 

^serpentine n sthg wavy or winding; specif a serpentine movement in 
dressage 

’serpentine n a usu dull green mottled mineral consisting mainly of 
hydrated magnesium silicate [ME, fr ML serpentina, serpentmum, fr LL, 
fern k neut of serpentin us resembling a serpent] 
serpiginous /suh'pijmas/ adj, of an ulcer, ringworm, etc creeping, 
spreading [ML serpigin-, serpigo creeping skin disease, fr L serpere to 
creep] 

serranid /'seranid/ n any of a large family of flesh-eating spiny-finned 
marine fishes with toothed scales [denv of L serra saw] ~ aerranid adj, 
•erranoid /-noyd/ adj or n 

'serrate /se'rayt, s>/ vt to mark or provide with serrations [LL seiratus, 
pp of serrare to saw, ft L serra] 

’serrate /'serot, -rayt/ a^ notched or having (forwards-pointing) teeth on 
the edge (a ^ lea/} 3" plant [L serratus, fr serra saw] 
serration /se'raysh(3)n, sa-/ n 1 a formation resembling the teeth of a 
saw 2 any of the teeth of a serrated edge [^serrate -ion] 
aerried /send/ adj crowded or pressed together; compact (the crowd 
collected in a ^ mass > W S Maugham) [fr pp of arch serry (to press 
close), fr MF serre, pp of serrer to press, crowd, fr LL serare to bolt, latch, 
fr L sera lock, bolt] 

serum /siaram/ n, pi teruioa, sera /siara/ the watery part of an animal 
liquid (remaining after coagulation); a blood serupii esp when containing 
specific antibodies b whey [L, whey, serum; akin to Gk oros whey, 
serum, horme onset, assault, Skt sarati it flows] - serous adj 
serum hepatitis n an often fatal inflammation of the liver caused by 
a virus that is contracted esp by contact with an mfected person’s 
blood 

seivai Auhv(9)l/ n a long-legged long-eared Afncan wildcat with a 
tawny black-spotted coat [F, fr Pg lobo cerval lynx, fr ML lupus cervahs, 
lit., cervine wolf] 

servant Auhv( 3 )nt/ n sby who or sthg that serves others; specif sby 
employed to perform personal or domestic duues for another [ME, fr OF. 
fr prp of servir] 

'serve /suhv/ vi la to act as a servant b to do military or naval service 
2 to act as server at Mass 3a to be of use; fulfil a specifi^ purpose * often 
•V as b to be favourable, opportune, or convenient (told the story 
whenever occasion ^d} c to prove reliable or trustworthy (it was last 
year, if memory s> d to hold a post or office; discharge a duty on 
a jury} 4 to prove adequate or satisfactory; suffice (dress that ^sforatl 
occasions} 5 to distribute drinks or helpings of food 6 to attend to 
customers in a shop 7 to put the ball or shuttle in play in any of vanous 


games (e g tennis or volleyball) vt la to act as a servant to b to give 
military or naval service to < ~ d France in the last war} c to perform the 
duties of <-^d his presidency} 2 to act as server at (Mass) 3a to work 
through or perform (a term of service) <^d his time as a mate} b to 
undergo (a term of impnsonment) 4 to supply (food or dnnk) to (guests 
or diners) 5a(l) to provide with sthg needed or desired (3 schools the 
area} (2) to attend to (a customer) in a shop b to supply (sthg needed 
or desired) (garages refused to petrol} 6 to prove adequate for, suffice 
(a smile would ^ him for encouragement} (this sharp stone will ^ my 
purposes} 7 to treat or act towards in a specified way (he me ill} 8 
to make legal service of (e g a wnt or summons) or upon (a person there 
named) 9 of a male animal to copulate with 10 to wind yarn or wire 
tightly round (a rope or stay) for protection 11 to act so as to help or 
benefit (the citizen’s duty to society} 12 lo put (the ball or shuttle) 
in play [ME serven, fr OF servir, fr L service to be a slave, serve, fr servus 
slave, servant, perh of Etruscan ongin] -- serve someone right to be a 
deserved punishment for sby 

’serve n the act of putting the ball or shuttle in play in any of various 
games (e g volleyball, badminton, or tennis), also a turn to serve 
server Auhva/ n 1 sby who serves food or dnnk 2 the player who serves 
(eg in tennis) 3 sthg (eg tongs) used in serving food or dnnk 4 an 
assistant to the celebrant of a low mass 
servery /'suhv(3)n/ n a room, counter, or hatch (e g in a public house) 
from which food is served 

serve up vt to provide or supply (sthg required or expected) chiefly 
infml 

'service /suhvis/ n la work or duty performed for sby (on active — > 
b employment as a servant (entered ^ when she was 14} 2a the function 
performed by sby who or sthg that serves (these shoes have given me good 
^) b help, use, benefit (be of ^ to them) c disposal for use or assistance 
(I'm always at your > 3a a form followed in a religious ceremony b 
a meeting for worship 4 the act of serving e g a a helpful act, a favour 
(did him a ^ > b a piece of useful work that does not produce a tangible 
commodity - usu pi with sing meaning (charge tor professional ~s> c 
a serve 5 a set of anicles for a particular use, specif a set of matching 
tableware (a 24-piece dinner ~ > 6a an administrative division < the 
consular - > b any of a nation’s military forces (e g the army or navy) 
7t(l) a facility supplying some public demand (telephone ^ > (bus 
(2) pi utilities (e g gas, water sewage, or electricity) milable or amnected 
to a building b(l) a facility providing maintenance and repair (television 
} (2) the usu routine repair and maintenance of a machine or motor 
vehicle (the car is due for its 6000 mile — > c a facility providing 
broadcast programmes (East Eutopean Service) 8 the hanging of a legal 
wnt, process, or summons to notice as presenbed 9 the act of copulating 
with a female animal [ME, fr OF, fr L servitium condition of a slave, body 
of slaves, fr servus slave] 

’service adj I of the armed services 2 used in serving or delivenng 
(tradesmen use the ^ entrance} 3 providing services (the - indus- 
tnes} 

’service vt to perform services for e g a to repair or provide maintenance 
for b to meet interest and sinking fund payments on (e g government 
debt) c to perform any of the business functions auxiliary to production 
or distribution of A of a male animal slrvf 9 - servicer n 

^service, 'service .tree n an Old World tree of the rose family resembling 
the related mountain ashes but with larger flowers and larger edible fruits 
[ME serves, pi of serve serviceberry. service tree, fr OE syrfe, fr (assumed) 
VL sorbea, fr L sorbus service tree] 

serviceable /'suhvisabl/ adj 1 fit to use. suitc'd for a purpose 2 weanng 
well in use; durable - serviceableness n, serviceably adv, serviceability 
A’bilali/ n 

'serviceberry /-b(3)n/ n any of vanous N American trees and shrubs 
of the rose family with showy white flowers and edible purple or red fruits 
[*servicf V berry] 

'service .box n a rectangular area 1 6m (5ft 3in> square on each side of 
a squash court, inside which a player must stand to serve ^3° skirt 
'service .cap n a flat-topped visor cap worn as part of a military uniform 
- compare garrison cap 
'service .car n, NZ a coach, bus 

'service .cKprge n a proportion of a bill added onto the total bill to pay 
for service, u^ instead of tips 

'service .flat n, Br a flat of which the rent includes a charge for certain 
services (e g cleaiung) 

'service .line n a hne marked on a court in various games (e g tennis) 
to mark a boundary which must not be overstepped in serving 
SPORT 
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'serviceman /-man/, fern 'service, womin /i 1 a member of the armed 
forces 2 chiefly NAm sby employed to repair or maintain equipment 
'service .mark n a mark or device us(^ in the USA to identify a 
commercial service 

'service ,road n a road that provides access for local traffic only 
'service .station n a retail station for servicing motor vehicles, esp with 
oil and petrol 

'service .tree n ‘slrvice 

serviette /.suhvi'et/ n, chiefly Br a table napkin [F. fr MF, fr serv/r to 
serve] 

servile /'suhviel/ adj 1 of or befitting a slave or a menial position <a ^ 
/ask) 2 slavishly or unctuously submissive, abject, obsequious (ME, fr 
L s’erv/7/s, fr servus slave ^ more at serve] - servilely adv, servility 
/-'vibti/ n 

serving Auhvmg/ n a single portion of food or dnnk, a helping 
servitude /'suhvityoohd/ n 1 lack of libeny, bondage (penal ^ > 2 a 
right by which sthg owned by one person is subject to a specified use or 
enjoyment by another [ME, fr MF. fr L servitude slavery, fr servus 
slave] 

servo /'suhvoh/ n, pi servos a servomotor or servomechanism 
servomechanism /'suhvoh.mekam/(3)m/ n an automatic device for 
controlling large amounts of power by means of very small amounts of 
|)ower and automatically correcting performance of a mechanism [servo* 
(as in servomotor) + mechanism] 

servomotor /'suhvoh,mohta/ n a power -dnven mechanism that sup- 
plements a primary control operated by a comparatively feeble force (c g 
in a servomechanism) [F servo-moteur, fr I. servus slave, servant F 

1 moteur motor, fr L motor mover - more at motor] 

-ses /-see// pi of sis 

sesame /'sesami/ n van E Indian plant with) small flattish seeds used as 
a source of oil and as a flavouring agent [alter of earlier sesam, sesama. 
fr L sesamum. sesama, fr Gk sesamon, sesame, of Sem origin, akin to 
Assyr ^ma$<amu sesame, Ar sirnsim] 
sesamoid /'sewmoyd/ adj orn (of or being) a small round mass of bone 
or cartilage in a tendon, esp at a joint or bony prominence [Gk sesamo- 
eides, lit , resembling sesame seed, fr sea»Amo/i] 

sesqui* /scskwi-/ comb form 1 one and a half times <sesquia’/jrtfff/?/a/) 

2 containing 3 atoms or equivalents of a specified clement or radical, esp 
combined with 2 of another (sesquuixide} [L, one and a half, half again, 
lit , and a half, fr semis half (fr semr) ^ -que (enclitic) and, akin to Gk 
te and, Skt ca, Goth -h. -uh] 

sesquicentenary /.seskwisen'teenan, -'tenari/ n a sesquicentcnnial 
.sesquicen'tennial /-sen'teni al/ n (the celebration ot) a 1 30th anniver- 
sary - sesquicentenniai adj 

.sesquipe'dalian /-pa'daylyan/ adj many-syllabled [L sesquipedalis, 
lit , a foot and a half long, fr sesqui- i ped-, pcs foot - more at Fooi] 
sessile /'sesiel/ adj 1 attached directly by the base without a stalk (a ^ 
leaf) 2 permanently attached or established and not free to move about 
< polyps) [L sessilis of or fit for sitting, low, dwarf (of plants), fr sessus, 
pp] ~ sessility /se'sibti/ n 
.sessile 'oak n a durmast 

session /'sesh(a)n/ /i 1 a meeting or senes of meetings of a body (e g a 
court or council) for the transaction of business, a sitting 2 the period 
between the meeting of a legislative or judicial body and the final 
adjournment of that meeting 3 the penod in which a school conducts 
classes 4 a penod devoted to a particular activity, esp by a group of people 
<,i recording > (ME, fr MF, fr L session-, sessio, lit , act of sitting, fr 
sessus, pp of sedere to sit - more at si i ] - sessional adj 
sesterce /'sestuhs/ n an ancient Roman com worth V* denanus [L 
sestertius, fr sestertius two and a half times as great (fr Us being equal 
onginally to two and a half asses), fr semis half (fr semi-) * terfius third 
- more at third] 

sestertium Aes'tuhti am/ n. pi sestertia /-ti-a/ a money unit in ancient 
Rome worth 1(X)0 sesterces [L, fr gen pi of sestertius (in the phrase milia 
sesfertium thousands of sesterces)] 
ses'tertius /-ti as/ n, pi sestertii /-ti,ic/ a sesterce , 
sestet /ses'tet/ n a poem or stanza of 6 lines, specif the last 6 lines of an 
Italian sonnet [It sestetto, fr sesto sixth, fr L sextus - more at sfxt] 
sestina /se'stecna/ n a lyrical poem form consisting of 6 6-line stanzas 
and a 3'linc envoy with an elaborate scheme of repeated words (It, fr sesto 
sixth] 

'set /set/ vb -rts set, (vt 10) setted vt 1 to cause to sit; place in or on a 
seat 2a to place with care or deliberate purpose and with relative stability 
<'^ a ladder against the wall) b transplant 1 <‘^ seedlings) c to make 
(e g a trap) ready to catch prey 3 to cause to assume a specified condition 


the room to rights) (she — my mind at rest) 4a to appoint or assign 
to an office or duty < him over them as foreman) b to post, station < ^ 
sentnes) 5a to place in a specified relation or position <a dish to ^ before 
a king) b to place in a specified setting (the story is in Hth-c Spain) 

6a to fasten b to apply ( ^ pen to paper) (^ a match to the Ore) 7 to 
fix or decide on as a time, limit, or regulation, prescribe (-^ a wedding 
day) 8a to establish as the most extreme, esp the highest, level (^ a new 
record) b to provide as a pattern or model <-- an example) a 
fashion) c to allot as or compose for a task the children some 
homework) 9a to adjust (a device, esp a measuring device) to a desired 
position the alann for 7 00) b to restore to normal position or 
connection after dislocation or fractunng (^ a broken bone), also 
rfducf 5 (^ a fracture) c to spread to the wind < -- the sails) 10a to 
divide (an age-group of pupils) into sets b to teach (a school subject) by 
dividing the pupils into sets (maths and science are ^ted> 11a to make 
ready for use / -- the stage) ( another place for dinner) b to provide 
music or instrumentation for (a text) c(l) to arrange (type) for pnnting 
(2) to put into type or its equivalent (c g on film) I2a to pul a fine edge 
on by gnnding or honing (^ a razor) b to bend slightly the alternate 
teeth of (a saw) in opposite directions c to sink (the head of a nail) below 
the surface 13 to fix in a desired position 14 to fix (the hair) in a desired 
style by waving, curling, or arranging, usu while wet ISa to adorn or 
surround with sthg attached or embedded, stud, dot (nver all about 
isith fever trees - Rudyard Kipling> b to fix (e g a gem) in a metal setting 
16a to fix at a specified amount bail at £500) b to value, rate (his 
piomises were ^ at naught) c to place as an estimate of worth < a high 
value on life) 17 to place in relation for companson her beside 
Michelangelo), also to offset our gams against our losses) 18a to 
direct to action < - her to write a report) b to put into activity or motion 
'' - the clock going) (it me wondering) c to incite to attack or 
antagonism (war - s brother against brother) 19 of a gundog to point 
out the position of (game) by holding a fixed attitude 20 to defeat (an 
opponent or his/her contract) in bndge 21 to fix firmly, give rigid form 
to < ^ his jaw in deteimination) 22 to cause to become firm or solid < ^ 
jelly by adding gelatin) 23 to cause (e g fruit) to develop ^vi I - used 
as an intcijcction to command runners to put themselves into the starting 
position before a race 2 of a plant part to undergo development, usu as 
a result of pollination 3 to pass below the honzon, go down (the sun s> 

4 to make an attack - f on or upon 5 to have a specified direction in 
motion, flow, tend < the wind was - ting south) 6 to apply oneself to some 
activity < ^ to work) 7 of a gundog to indicate the position of game by 
crouching or pointing 8 to dance face to face with another in a square 
dance ( ^ to u*'/ partner) 9a to become solid or thickened by chemical 
or physical atte.a I'n (the cement ^s rapidly) h of a broken bone to 
become whole b) xnitting together c of metal to acquire a permanent 
twist or bend from strain 10 chiefly dial \o sit [ME setten. fr OE settan, 
akin to OHG sezzen to set, OE sittan to sit] - set about 1 to begin to do 
(how to set about losing weight) 2 to attack <sci about the intruder with 
a rolling pin) - set foot to pass over the threshold, enter - f in, on, or 
inside - set in motion to get (sthg) started, initiate <set an inquiry in 
motion) - set on to cause to attack or pursue <set the dog on the 
trespassers) - set one*B face against to oppiTse staunchly - set onc*s hand 
to to become engaged in - set one*s heart to resolve, also to want (sthg) 
very much ~ v on or upon (she set her heart on succeeding) - set one’s 
bouse in order to introduce necessary reforms - set one’s sights to focus 
one’s concentration or intentions; aim - set one’s teeth on edge to give 
one an unpleasant sensation (eg that caused by an acid flavour or 
squeaky noise) - set sail to begin a voyage <set sail for Amenca) - set 
store by to consider variable, trustworthy, or worthwhile, esp to the 
specified degree \don’t set much store by his advice) - set the scene to 
provide necessary background information - set to work to apply oneself; 
begin (he set to work to undermine their confidence) 

’set adj 1 intent, determined < ^ on going) 2 fixed by authority or binding 
decision, presenbed, specified <(Aere are .? books for the examination) 
3 of a meal consisting of a specified combination of dishes available at a 
fixed pnee 4 reluctant to change, fixed by habit in hts ways) 5 
immovable, ngid (a ~ frown) 6 ready, prepared (all ^ for an early 
morning start) 7 conventional, stereotyped (her speech was full of ^ 
phrases) (ME sett, fr pp of se(/en to set] 

’set n 1 setting or being set 2a a mental inclination, tendency, or habit 
b predisposition to act in a certain way in response to an anticipated 
stimulus or situation 3 a number of things, usu of the same kind, that 
belong or are used together or that form a unit (a chess ^)(a ^ of 
Dickens) (a good - of teeth) 4 direction of flow (the ^ of the wind) 

5 the form or carnage of the body or of its parts (the graceful ^ of his 
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head^ 6 the amount of deviation from a straight line; specif the degree 
to winch the teeth of a saw have been set 7 permanent change of form 
due to repeated or excessive stress 8 the arrangement of the hair by 
curling or waving 9a a young plant or rooted cutting ready for transplant- 
ing b a small bulb, corm, or (piece of) tuber used for propagation ipmon 
^ s> 10 an artificial setting for a scene of a theatncal or film production 
11a division of a tennis match won by the side that wins at least 6 games 
beating the opponent by 2 games or that wins a tie breaker 12 the basic 
formation in a country dance or square dance 13 (the music played at) 
a session of music (e g jazz or rock music), usu followed by an intermission 
14 sing or pi in constr a group of people associated by common interests 
<l/ie smart ^ > 15 a collection of mathematical elements (e g numbers or 
points) 14 an apparatus of electronic components assembled so as to 
function as a unit <a radio ^ > 17 sing or pi in constr a group of pupils 
of roughly equal ability in a particular subject who are taught together - 
compare stream 18 a sett 

seta /'seeta/ n, pi setae /-ti/ a slender bristle or similar part of an animal 
or plant [NL. fr L saeta, seta bnstle ~ more at sinew] - setaceous 
/si'tayshds/ adj, setaceoiisiy adv, setal /'sect!/ adj 
set apart vt l set aside 2 2 to make noticeable or outstanding <hrs 
height sets him apart) 

set aside vt 1 to put to one side, discard 2 to reserve for a particular 
purpose; save 3 to reject from consideration 4 to annul or overrule (a 
sentence, verdict, etc) 

'setback A.bak/ n 1 an arresting of or hindrance in progress 2 a defeat, 
reverse 

set back vt 1 to prevent or hinder the progress of; impede, delay 2 to 
cost (a new suit set him back a full week's wages} - infml ['ser * 
^back] 

set by vt to put aside for future use, reserve 

set down vt 1 to place at rest on a surface or on the ground, deposit 
2 to cause or allow (a passenger) to alight from a vehicle 3 to land (an 
aircraft) on the ground or water 4 to put in writing 5a to regard, consider 
<set him down as a liar} b to attnbute. ascribe <sct her success down to 
sheer peiseverance} 

'set-, in aJj cut separately and stitched in sleeves} 
set in vt to insert, esp to stitch (a small part) into a larger article <set in 
a sleeve of a dress} - v/ I to become established (the rot has set in) 2 
to blow or flow towards the shore (the wind was beginning to set in) 
'setline /-.lien/ n, SAm a long heavy fishing line to which several hooks 
are attached in series 

'set-, off n 1 sthg set off against another thing* a a decoration, adornment 
b a counterbalance, compensation 2 the discharge of a debt by setting 
against it a sum owed by the creditor to the debtor 
set off vt la to put in relief; show up by contrast b to adorn, embellish 
c to make distinct or outstanding; enhance 2 to treat as a compensating 
item <set off the 3 totals against one another} 3a to set in motion; cause 
to begin b to cause to explode; detonate 4 chiefly NAm to compensate 
for; offset ^ vi to start out on a course or journey <set off for home} 
set out vt 1 to state or describe at length; expound (a pamphlet setting 
out his ideas in full} 2a to arrange and present graphically or systemati- 
cally b to mark out (e g a design) c to create or construct according to 
a plan or design <$et gardens out on waste ground} 3 to begin with a 
definite purpose or goal; intend, undertake (you set out deliberately to 
annoy me} vt to start out on a course, journey, or career 
set piece n 1 (a part oO a work of art, literature, etc with a formal 
pattern or style 2 an arrangement of fireworks that forms a pattern while 
burning 3 any of vanous moves in soccer or rugby (e g a comer kick or 
free kick) by which the ball is put back into play after a stoppage 
set point n a situation (e g in tennis) in which one player will win the 
set by winning the next point 

'setscrew /-akrooh/ n 1 a screw that is tightened to prevent relative 
movement between parts (eg of a machine) and keep them in a set 
position 2 a screw that serves to adjust a machine 
set square n, chiefly Br a flat triangular instrument with 1 right angle 
and 2 other preasely known angles, used to mark out or test angles 
sett, set /set/ n 1 the burrow of a badger 2 a usu rectangular block of 
stone or wood formerly used for paving streets (alter, of ^set] 
settee /se'tee/ a a long often upholstered seat with a back and usu arms 
for seatuig more than 1 person; broadly a sofa [alter, of 'settle] 
setter Aseu/ n a large gundog trained to point on finding game; specif 

IRISH SETTER fsET -E '-ER] 

set theory n a branch of mathematics or of symbolic logic that deals with 
the nature and relations of sets 

spiting Aseting/ n 1 the manner, position, or direction in which sthg (e g 


a dial) IS set 2 the (style oO frame in which a gem is mounted 3a the 
background, surroundings b the time and place of the action of a literary, 
dramatic, or cinematic work c the scenery used in a theatncal or film 
production 4 the music composed for a text (eg a poem) 5 place 

SETTING 

'settle /setl/ n a wooden bench with arms, a high solid back, and an 
enclosed base which can be used as a chest (ME, place for sitting, seat, 
chair, fr OE setl, akin to OHG sezzal scat, L sella scat, chair, saddle, OE 
sittan to sit] 

’settle vb settling /'setting/ vt 1 to place firmly or comfortably <~d 
herself in an armchair} 2a to establish in residence refugees on 
farmland} b to supply with inhabitants, colonize 3a to cause to sink and 
become compacted (rain ^d the dust} b to clanfy by causing the 
sediment to sink (put eggshells in the coffee to ^ it} 4a to free from pam, 
discomfort, disorder, or disturbance (took a dnnk to his nerves} b to 
make subdued or well-behaved (one word from the referee ~ d him} 5 
to fix or resolve conclusively the question} 6a lo bestow legally for 
life - usu + on <~d her estate on her son} b to arrange for or make a 
final disposition of < d her affairs} 7 to pay (a bill or money claimed) 
^ vj 1 to come to rest (a sparrow d on the windowsill} 2a to sink 
gradually to the bottom; subside (let the dust ^ before applying painh 
b to become clearer by the deposit of sediment or scum c of a building, 
the ground, etc to sink slowly to a lower level; subside 3a to become fixed 
or permanent (his mood ^ d into apathy} b to establish a residence or 
colony <^d /n Canada for a few years} 4a lo become calm or orderly 
- often t- down b to adopt an ordered or stable life-style - usu + down 
(many and ^ down} 5a to adjust difTcrenccs or accounts - often + with 
or up b to end a legal dispute by the agreement of both parties, without 
court action <^d out of court} [ME settlen lo scat, bring to rest, come 
to rest, fr OE setlan, fr setl seat] - settle for to be content with, 
accept 

settle In vi to become comfortably established (children quickly settle in 
at a new school} - vt lo assist in becoming comfortably established 
'settlement /-mant/ n 1 settling 2a an act of bestowing possession 
under legal sanction b an estate, income, etc legally bestowed on sby 3a 
a newly settled place or region b a small, esp isolated, village 4 an 
organization providing vanous community services in an underpnvileged 
area 5 an agreement resolving differences (reached a ^ on the 
stake} ^ 

settler /'setb/ n one who settles sthg (e g a new region) 

^settling /'sethng/ n sediment, dregs - usu pi with sing meaning 
settlor /'setb/ n one who makes a legal settlement 
'set-.to n, pi set-toa a usu bnef and vigorous conflict - chiefly infml 
set to VI 1 to make an eager or determined start on a job or activity 2 
to begin fighting 

'set-,up ii 1 an arrangement, also an organization 2 chiefly NAm carnage 
of the body, beanng 3 chiefly NAm a task or contest with a prearranged 
or artificially easy course - chiefly infml 
set up vt la to raise into position, erect <sct up a statue} (sex up road 
blocks} b to put forward (eg a theory) for acceptance, propound 2a to 
assemble and prepare for use or operation <sct up a panting press} b to 
put (a machine) in readiness or adjustment for operation 3a to give voice 
to, esp loudly, raise <set up a dm} b to create; bring about (issues that 
set up personal tensions} 4 lo place m a high office or powerful position 
<set up the general as dictator} 5 to claim (oneselO to be a specified thing 
<sets herself up as an authonty} 6a to found, institute <set up a fund for 
orphans} b to install oneself in <set up house together} 7a to provide 
with an independent livelihood <set her up in buainess} b to provide with 
what is necessary or useful - usu + with or fot (we’re well set up with 
logs for the winter} 8 to bring or restore to haalth or success (a dnnk 
will set you up) 9 to prepare detailed plans for<$et up a bank robbery} 
vi to start business <8et up as a house agent} * set up shop to establish 
one's business ^ 

seven /'sev( 3 )n/ n 1 number 2 the seventh in a set or series (the 
of diamrmds} 3 sthg having 7 parts or members or a denomination of 
7 4 pJ but sing or pi in constr a rugby game playod with teams of 7 pbyers 
each [ME, fr seven, adj, fr OE seofon\ akin to OHO sibun seven. L 
septemt Ok hepu] - seven adj or pron, sevenfold adj or adv 
.eeven 'eeee n pi all the oceans of the world 
•eventeeh /.sev(a)n'teen/ n number [seventeen, adj, fr ME 
seventene, fr OE seofontene, akin to OE tien ten] - seventeen adj or pron, 
seventeenth adj or n 

••venth /'sev(a)nth/ o number 2a (the combination of 2 notes 

at) a musical interval of 7 diatonic degrees b leading note - seventh 
adj or adv 



889 


sha 


, Seventh-Day 'Adventist n a member of a group of Adventist 
Christians who advocate or observe Saturday as the Christian Sabbath 
.seventh 'heaven n a slate of supreme rapture or bliss (she was m the 
with her new tram sety [fr the seventh being the highest of the 7 
heavens of Muslim and cabalist doctnne] 

seventy /■scv(a)nti/n 1^3" number 2 p/ the numbers 70 to 79; spec/f 
a range of temperatures, ages, or dates within a century characterized by 
those numbers [seventy, adj, fr ME. fr OE seofontig, short for hund- 
seofontig, fr hundseofontig, n, group of seventy, fr hand hundred + seofon 
seven f -tig group of ten - more at hundred, ty] - seventieth adj or 
n, seventy adj or pron^ ^ 

.aeventy-'eight n \^jf number 2 a gramophone record (hat plays 
at 78 revolutions per minute - usu written 78 - seventy-eight adj or 
pron 

.seven-year 'itch n mantal discontent allegedly leading to infidelity 
after about 7 years of marriage 

■ever /’scva/ vt 1 to put or keep apart, separate, esp to remove (a major 
part or portion) (as lO by cutting 2 to break off, terminate ('*- economic 
hnksy ~vi to become separated [ME severen, fr MF severer, fr L 
separare - more at separate] - severable adj, severance n 
'several /'sev(a)r3l/ adj 1 more than 2 but fewer than many < hundred 
timesy 2 separate or distinct from one another, respective (specialists in 
their ^ fieldsy - chiefly fml [ME. separate, different, fr AF, fr ML 
separahs, fr L separ separate, back-formation fr separare to separate] 
’several pron, pi m constr an indefinite number more than 2 and fewer 
than many (^ of the guestsy - severalfold adj or adv 
severally /■sev(a)rali/ adv each by itself or him-/herself. separately - 
chiefly fml 

'severalty /-ti/ n i )■ '■•'v'ssion by a single person only (tenants i/i 
2 the quality or slate of being several or distinct - fml [MF severaJte, fr 
AF severalte, fr several] 

'severance .pay n an amount payable to an employee on termination 
of employment 

severe /si'via/ adj I having a stem expression or character; austere 2 
rigorous in judgment, requirements, or punishment, stringent penal- 
tiesy ('^ legisJationy 3 strongly cntical or condemnatory, censorious (a 
cnticy 4 sober or restrained in decoration or manner, plain 5 marked 
by harsh or extreme conditions <- wintersy 6 requiring much efTort, 
arduous <a - testy 7 serious, grave depressiony (a ^ illnessy (MF 
or L, MF, fr L severus] - severely adv, severity /si'vcrati/ n 
Seville orange /sc'vil, 'sevl/ n (an orange tree that bears) a reddish- 
orange fruit with bitter rind and sour flesh, used esp for making mar- 
malade [Seville, province & city in SW Spain] 

Sevres n an elaborately decorated fine porcelain [Sevres, town 

in France] 

sew /soh/ vb sewed /sohd/; sewn /sohn/, sewed vf 1 to unite, fasten, or 
attach by stitches made with a needle and thread 2 to close or enclose 
by sewing <- the money m a bagy 3 to make or mend by sewing -vi 
to practise or engage in sewing [ME sewen, fr OE siwian, akin to OHO 
siuwen to sew, L suere] - sewer n 

sewage /'s(y)ooh ij, 's(y)oo ij/ n waste matter earned off by sewers 
[icwer] 

sewer /'s(y)oo 3 / n an artificial usu underground conduit used to carry 
off waste matter, esp excrement, from houses, schools, towns, etc and 
surface water from roads and paved areas [ME, fr MF esseweur, seweur, 
fr essewer to drain, fr (assumed) VL eiuiquare, fr L ex- + aqua water - 
more at island] 

sewerage /'s(y)ooanj/ n 1 sewage 2 the removal and disposal of surface 
water by sewers 3 a system of sewers 

sewing /'soh-ing/ n 1 the act, action, or work of one who sews 2 Wi«K 
that has been or is to be sewn 

sew up vt 1 to mend, close (e g a hole), or enclose by sewing 2 to bnng 
to a successful or satisfactory conclusion <scw up pay negotiaOonsy - 
chiefly infml 

'sex /seks/ n I either of 2 divisions of organisms distinguished as male 
or female 2 the structural,- functional, and behavioural characienslics 
that are involved in reproduction and that distinguish males and females 
3 SEXUAL I^^TERCOURSE [ME, fr L seius] 

*sex vt to identify the sex of <- chicksy 

sex-, sexi- comb form six (sexivaJenty (sexpartitey [L sex - more at 
six] 

sexagenarian /.seksaji'nean an/ n a person between 60 and 69 years old 
[L sexagenarius of or containing 60, 60 years old, fr sexageni 60 each, fr 
sexaginta sixty, irreg fr sex six + -ginta (akin to L vigintt twenty) - more 
at SIX, vigesimal] - lexigefisrlan adj 


Sexagesima /.seksa'jesima/ n the second Sunday before Lent [LL, fr 
L, fern of sexagesimus sixtieth; fr its being approximately 60 days before 
Easter] 

sexagesimal A'jesimal/ adj of or based on the number 60 [L sex- 
agesimus sixtieth, fr sexaginta sixty] 

'sex ap.peal n physical attractiveness for members of the opposite 
sex 

sex chromosome n a chromosome concerned directly with the inhent- 
ance of male or female sex 

sexed /sekst/ adj having sex, sex appeal, or sexual instincts, esp to a 
specified degree (highly > (under ~ ) 

sexism /’sek,siz( 3 )m/ n 1 a belief that sex determines intrinsic capaaties 
and role in society and that sexual diiTcrences produce an inherent 
supenonty of one sex, usu the male 2 discrimination on the basis of sex; 
esp prejudice against women on the part of men ['sex f -ism (as in 
racism)] - sexist adj or n 

‘sex .kitten n a woman who makes a display of her sex appeal - 
infml 

'sexless /-lis/ adj 1 lacking sexuality or sexual intercourse mar- 
nagey 2 lacking sex appeal 

'sex-, linked adj (determined by a gene) located in a sex chromosome (a 
~ geney (a ^ charactenstidy - sex-linkage n 
sexology /sek'sobji/ n the study of (human) sexual behaviour 
sexploitation /.seksploy'taysh(a)n/ n the employment of sex for com- 
mercial gain, esp in films and publications [blend of sex and exploita- 
tion] 

'sex.pot /-.pot/ n sex riteen - humor 

sext /sekst/ n, often cap the fourth of the canonical hours, ong fixed for 
12 noon [ME sexte, fr LL sexta, fr L, sixth hour of the day, fr fem of 
sextus sixth, fr sex six] 

sextant /'sekstant/ n an instrument for measuring angles that is used, 
esp in navigation, to observe the altitudes of celestial bodies and so 
determine the observer's position on the earth’s surface [NL sextant-, 
sextans sixth part of a circle, fr L, sixth part, fr sextus sixth] 
sextet /sek'stet/ n 1 (a musical composition for) a group of 6 instru- 
ments, voices, or performers 2 sing or pi in constr a group or set of 6 
[alter of sestef] 

sexton /’sekstan/ n a church officer who takes care of the church 
property and is often also the gravedigger [ME secresteyn, sexteyn, fr MF 
secrestain, fr ML saenstanus - more at sacristan] 

'sextuple /’sckstyoopl/ adj 1 having 6 units or members 2 being 6 times 
as great or as many [prob fr ML sextuplus, fr L sextus sixth + -plus 
multiplied by more at double] - sextuple n 
’sextuple vo to make or become 6 times as much or as many 
sextuplet /'sckstyooplit/ n 1 a combination of 6 of a kind 2 any of 6 
olTspnng bom at 1 birth 3 a group of 6 equal musical notes performed 
in the time ordinanly given to 4 of the same value 
sexual /'seksyoo(a)l, -sh(a)l/ adj 1 of or associated with sex or the sexes 
confhety 2 having or involving sex reproductiony [LL sexuaJis, 
fr L sexus sex] - sexually adv, sexuality /-'abti/ n 
sexual Intercourse n intercourse with genital contact a mvolving 
penetration of the vagina by the penis, coitus b other than penetration of 
the vagina by the penis 

sexual ize, -ise /’scksyoo(a)licz, -shaliez/ vt to make sexual, endow with 
a sexual character or significance 

aexy /’scksi/ adj sexually suggestive or stimulating, erotic - sexlly adv, 
sexiness n 

Seyfert galaxy /'scefat, 'siefat/ n any of a class of spiral galaxies (hat 
have small compact bnght nuclei that send out radio waves [Carl K 
Seyfert f I960 US astronomer] 

sforzando /sfawt'sandoh/ n, adj, or adv, pi sfonaados, sforaaadi /-di/ 
(a note or chord played) with prominent stress or accent - used in music 
[It, gerund & prp of sforzare to force] 

sgraffito /sgra'feetoh/ n, pi sgraffiti /-ti/ decoration in which parts of 
a surface layer (e g of plaster) are cut or scratched away to expose a 
different coloured background [It, fr pp of sgnfRre to scratch, produce 
sgraffito] 

sh /sh/ inter] - used often in prolonged or reduplicated form to urge or 
command silence [alter, of /lusA] 

Shabbat /shaliaht. 'shahbos/ n, pi Shabbatim /sha'bahtim, -'bawsam/ 
the Jewish Sabbath [Heb shabbath] 

shabby Ahabi/ adj la threadbare or faded from wear <a « soft) b 
dilapidated, run-down <j ^ distnety 2 dressed in worn or grubby 
clothes; seedy (a ^ tramp) 3 shameful, despicable (what a ^ tnck, 
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driving off and leaving me to walk homely [obs shab (scab, a low fellow), 
fr ME] - shabbUy adv, ababblacss n 

shabraqua, ababnick Ahabrak/ n a type of saddlecloth used esp by 
histoncal European light cavalry regiments [F schabraque, fr G scha- 
bracke, fr Hung csiprdg, fr Turk gaprak] 

Shabuoth /shah'vooh oth, <as/ n a Jewish holiday observed in commem- 
oration of the revelation of the Ten Commandments at Mt Sinai [Heb 
shabhu*ddi^ lit , weeks] 

shack /shak/ n a small crudely built dwelling or shelter [perh 
back-formation fr E dial, shackly (nckety)] 

'shackle /shakJ/ n 1 (a metal rmg like) a manacle or handcuff 2 sthg 
that restricts or prevents free action or expression - usu pi with sing 
meaning 3 a U-shaped piece of metal with a pm or bolt to close the 
opening [ME schakel, fr OE sceacuJ] akin to ON skokaJJ pole of a 
cart] 

’shackle vr la to bind with shackles, fetter b to make fast with shackles 
2 to deprive of freedom of thought or action by means of restrictions or 
handicaps; impede 

shack up VI to live with and have a sexual relationship with sby: also to 
spend the night as a partner in sexual intercourse - usu ^ together or with, 
infml 

shad /shad/ a, p/sbad any of several fishes of the herring family that have 
a relatively deep body and are imporunt food fishes of Europe and N 
America [(assumed) ME, fr OE scadd, akin to L scatere to bubble] 
shaddock Ahadak/ n (a tree that bears) a very large usu pear-shaped 
citrus fruit closely related to the grapefruit but often with coarse dry pulp 
[Captain Shaddock, 17th-c E ship commander] 

'shade /shayd/ a la partial darkness caused by the interception of rays 
of light b relative obscunty or insignificance 2 a place sheltered (e g by 
foliage) from the direct heat and glare of the sun 3 a transitory or illusory 
appearance 4 pi the shadows that gather as night falls 5 ghost 2 6 sthg 
tl^t intercepts or diffuses light or heat: e g a a lampshade b chiefly NAm 
(1) pi sunglasses - infml (2) a window blind 7 the reproduction of shade 
in a picture 8a a colour produced by a pigment mixed with some black 
b a particular level of depth or brightness of a colour <a ^ of pink} 9 
a minute difference or amount <fAe of meaning in a poem} [ME, fr 
OE sceadw, akin to OHG scato shadow, Gk skotos darkness] - a shade 
a tiny bit; somewhat <a shade too much salt} - ahadcs of - used 
intei^ectionaliy to indicate that one is reminded of or struck by a 
resemblance to a specified person or thing 
’shade vt la to shelter or screen by intercepting radiated light or heat b 
to cover with a shade 2 to darken or obscure (as lO ^h a shadow 3a 
to represent the effect of shade on b to mark with shading or gradations 
of colour 4 to change by gradual transition ~ vi to pass by slight changes 
or imperceptible degrees - usu + into or off into 
'shade .tree n a tree grown pnmanly to produce shade 
shading /’shayding/ n an area of filled-in outlines to suggest 
three-dimensionality, shadow, or degrees of light and dark in a picture 
'shadow Ahadoh/ n la partial darkness caused by an opaque body 
interposed so as to cut off rays from a light source (^the thieves lurked in 
the of the house} b a dark area resembling shadow < ^ s under his eyes 
from fatigue} 2a a faint representation or suggestion <^s of future 
difficulties} b a mere semblance or imitation of sthg (^she wore herself to 
a ^ by studying too hard} 3 a dark figure cast on a surface by a body 
intercepting light rays <tAe trees cast their ~ s on the wall} 4 a phantom 
5 pi darkness 6 a shaded or darker portion of a fiicture 7 an attenuated 
form; a vestige <a/2er his illness he was only a of his former self} 8a 

an inseparable companion or follower b one (e g a spy or detective) who 
shadows 9 a small degree or portion; a trace (^without a of doubt} 10 

a source of gloom or disquiet <Aer death cast a ^ on the festivities} 11 
a pervasive and often disabling influence (governed under the ~ of his 
predecessor} [ME shadwe, fr OE aceaduw-, sceadu shade, shadow) 
’shadow w 1 to cast a shadow over 2 to follow (a person) secretly; keep 
under surveillance 3 to shade 

’shadow adj 1 identical with another in form but without the other’s 
power or flatus <a « government in exile}; specif of or constituting the 
probable cabinet when the opposition party is returned to power (the 
spokesman on emphymenf} 2a having an indistinct pattern (^ plaid} 
b having darker sections of design lace} 3 shown by throwing the 
shadows of performers or puppets on a screen (a ^ dance} 
'shadow-, box W to box with an imaginary opponent, esp as a form of 
training [back-formation fr shadow-boxing] - shadow-boxing n 
shadowy /shadohd/ adj la of the nature of or resembling a shadow; 
insubstantial b scarcely perceptible; indistinct 2 lying in or obscured by 
shadow (deep inferiors} - ahadowisaaa n 


shady Ahaydi/ adj 1 producing or affording shade <a ^ tree} 2 
sheltered from the direct heat or light of the sun (a spot} 3a of 
questionable merit; uncertain, unreliable (a ^ deal} b of doubtful 
integrity, disreputable (she's a character} - chiefly infml - shadily 
adv, shadiness n 

'shaft /shahft/ n la (the long handle oO a spear, lance, or similar weapon 
b a pole; spec// either of 2 poles between which a horse is hitched to a 
vehicle c an arrow, esp for a longbow 2 a sharply delineated beam of light 
shining from an opening 3 sthg resembling the shaft of a spear, lance, etc. 
esp in having a long slender cylindneal form, eg a the trunk of a tm b 
the cylindrical pillar between the capital and the base of a column 
ARCHITECTURE c the handle of a tool or implement (e g a hammer or golf 
club) d a usu cylindneal bar used to support rotating pieces or to transmit 
power or motion by rotation e a man-made vertical or inclined opening 
leading underground to a mine, well, etc f a vertical opening or pa.s.sage 
through the floors of a building (a lift — > g the central stem of a feather 
ANATOMY 4 a scornful, satincal, or pithily cntical remark; a barb 
[ME, fr OE sceaft, akin to OHG scafi shaft, L scapus shaft, stalk. Gk 
skeptron stafT] 

’shaft vt, NAm to treat unfairly or hanhiy - slang 
shafting /'shahfting/ n (material for) shafts 

'shag /shag/ n la an unkempt or uneven tangled mass or covering (e g 
of hair) b long coarse or matted fibre or nap 2 a strong coarse tobacco 
cut into fine shreds 3 a European bird smaller than the closely related 
cormorant [(assumed) ME shagge, fr OE sceaega, akin to ON skegg 
beard, OSlav skoku leap] - shagfty adj, shaggily adv 
’shag vt -gg- 1 to fuck, screw - vulg 2 Br to make utterly exhausted - 
usu f out, slang [ongin unknown] 

’shag n an act of sexual intercourse - vulg 

shagbark Ahag,bahk/ n (the wood oO a N Amencan hickory with a 
grey shaggy outer bark that peels off in long strips 
shaggy-dog story Ahagi/ n a protracted and inconsequential funny 
story whose humour lies in the pointlcssncss or irrelevance of the 
conclusion 

shagreen /sha'green/ n \ an untanned leather covered with small round 
granulations and usu dyed green 2 the rough skin of vanous sharks and 
rays [by folk etymology fr F chagnn, fr Turk sa^n] - shagreen adj 
shah /shah/ n, often cap a sovereign of Iran [Per^j/iah king - more at 
check] - shahdoin /-d(a)m/ n 

'shake /shayk/ vb shook /shook/; shaken /’shaykan/ vi 1 to move to and 
fro with rapid usu irregular motion 2 to vibrate, esp from the impact of 
a blow or shock 3 to tremble as a result of physical or emotional 
disturbance 4 to shake hands (if you’ve agreed then - on it} - vf 1 to 
brandish, wave, or flounsh, esp in a threatening manner 2 to cause to 
move with a rapidly alternating motion 3 to cause to quake, quiver, or 
tremble 4 to cause to waver; weaken one’s faith} 5 to put in a 
specified state by repeated quick jerky movements <shook himself free 
from the woman ’s grasp} 6 to dislodge or eject by quick jerky movements 
of the support or container <shook the dust from the cloth} 7 to clasp 
(hands) in greeting or farewell or to convey goodwill or agreement 8 to 
agitate the feelings of; upset (the news shook him} [ME shaken, fr OE 
sceacan; akin to ON skaka to shake, Skt khajati he agitates] - shakable, 
•hakeabic adj - shake a leg to hurry up, ha.sten - infml - shake one's head 
to move one’s head from side to side to indicate disagreement, denial, 
disapproval, etc 

’shake n 1 an act of shaking (indicated her disapproval with a ^ of the 
head} 2 pi a condition of trembling (e g from chill or fever); specif 
DELIRIUM TREMENS 3 a wavering, grating, or alternating motion 
caused by a blow or shock 4 trill 1 — music 5 chiefly NAm milk 
SHAKE 6 chiefly NAm an earthquake 7 a moment (I’ll be round /n 2 s) 
USE (6A7) mfm\ 

'‘shake, down /-.down/ n 1 a makeshift bed (e g one made up on the 
floor) 2 NAm an act or instance of shaking sby down; esp extortion 3 
NAm a thorough search USE (2AJ) infml 
’shakedown adj designed to test a new ship, aiieraft, etc and allow the 
crew to become familiar with it (a ^ cruise} ]^$hakedown (period or 
process of adjustment)] 

shake down vi l to stay the night or sleep, esp in a makeshift bed 2 
to become comfortably established, esp in a new place or occupation vt 
1 to settle (as U) by shaking 2 to give a shakedown test to 3 NAm to 
obtain money from in a dishonest or illegal manner 4 NAm to make a 
thorough search of (a person); frisk USE (3A4) infml 
shake off vr to free oneself from (shook off a heavy add} 
shaker Ahayka/ o 1 a container or utensil used to sprinkle or mix a 
substance by shaking <a flour > <a cocktail ^ > 2 cap a member of an 
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Amencan sect practising celibacy and a self-denying communal life, and 
looking forward to the millennium ('shaicl + ^-fr, (2) fr a dance with 
shaking movements peii'ormed as part of worship] - Shaker ad/. Shaker- 
ism n 

Shakespearean, Shakespearian alv> Shaksperean, Shaksperian 

/shayk'sppn an/ n or adj (an authority on or devotee) of Shakespeare 
[William Shakespeare tl616 E dramatist & poet] - Shakespeareana, 
Shakespeariana An'ahna/ n pi 

Shakespearean sonnet n a sonnet consisting of 3 quatrains and a 
couplet with a rhyme scheme of abab eded efef gg 
'shake-, up n an act or instance of shaking up, specif an extensive and 
often drastic reorgani/iiiion (e g of a company) - infml 
shake up vt 1 to jar (us lO by a physical shock <rAe collision shook up 
Iwth dnvers') 2 to reorganize by extensive and often drastic measures - 
infml 

shako /'shahkoh, 'shakoh/ n, pi shakos, shakoes a stifl military hat with 
A high crown and plume [F. fr Hung esako] 

Shakta /'shukta/ n or adj (an adherent) of Shakiism [Skt sakta, fr 
Sakti] 

Shakti /'shukii/ n the dynamic energy of a Hindu god personified as his 
female consort, broadly cosmic energy as conceived in Hindu thought 
[Skt Sak(i\ 

Shaktism /'shuk.tiz(3)m/ n a Hindu cult of devotion to the female 
principle, often celebrated with magical rites and orgies 
shaky /'shayki/ adj la lacking stability, precarious ^a ^ coalition,' b 
lacking in firmness (e g of beliefs or pnnciples) 2a unsound in health, 
poorly b characterized by or alTccled with shaking 3 likely lo give way 
or break down, rickety ' ,i chair) - shakily adv, shakiness n 
shale /shayl/ n a firicl' straiified or laminated riK'k formed by the 
consolidation of clay, mud, or silt [ME, shell, scale, fr OH scealu more 
at siii-i 1 1 

shale oil n a crude dark oil obtained from oil shale by heating 
shall /shnl, strong shal/ verbal juxiliary. pres sing & pi shall; past should 
/sh,xi. strong sh<xxl/ 1 - used to urge or command iynu ^ go) or denote 
what IS legally mandatory -- be unla\xfiil to carry firearms > 2a - used 
lo express whal is inevitable or seems likely to happen m the future ^ we 
have to Ik' ready / < we ^ sec'', b - used m the question form to express 
Simple futurity < when -- w-e expect you"^/ or with the force of an ofler 
or suggestion < -- / open the window A 3 - used to express determination 
\thcy - not pass'^ [ML shal (I & 3 sing pres mdic), fr OR sceaf akin 
to OHG seal (1 & 3 siiig pres indic) ought to, must, Lith skola debt] 
shallot /sha'lot/ n (any ol the small clusters of bulbs, used esp for 
pickling and in seasoning, produced by) a jxjrennial plant that resembles 
the related onion [nuxlir of F cchalotc, dcriv of (assumed) VI escalonia 
- more at scai i ion) 

'shallow /'shaloli/ adj 1 having little depth v ^ water) 2 superficial in 
knowledge, thought, or feeling 3 not marked or accenlualcd (the plane 
went into a ^ dive'>(a ^ curve? [ME schalowc] - shallowly adv, 
shallowness n 

^shallow 17 to become shallow 

’shallow n a shallow place m a body of w.atcr usu pi with sing meaning 
but sing or pi m constr 

Shalom /sha'iohm, sh.i’lom/ interj - used as a Jewish greeting and 
farewell [Heb slialom peace] 

sha.Iom a'leichem /p'layk(h)am/ mterj - used as a tradiiional Jewish 
greeting [Heb shalom ‘alekhem peace unto you] 
shalt /shall/ archaic pres 2 sing of siwi i 

'sham /sham/ n 1 cheap falseness, hypocrisy <,/^e ..of the empty 
’ pageant - Gscar Wilder 2 an imitation or counterfeit purporting to bi- 
genuine 3 a person who shams [perh fr E dial sham (shame), alter ol 
E shame] - sham adj 

’sham vh -mm- vt to act so as to counterfeit <,/ ~med a headache to get 
away) ^ vi lo create a deliberately false impression 
shaman /'shahmon. 'shay-/ n a priest believed to exercise magic power 
(c g for healing and divination), esp through ecstatic trances [Russ or 
Tungus, Russ, fr Tungus .{a/nan] - shamanism n, shamanist n 
shamateur /'shamata, .shama'tuh/ n a sports player who is officialiy 
classed as amateur but who lakes payment ' derog [blend of sham and 
amateur] ~ shamateurism /-'tuhnz(a)m/ n 
'shamble /'shambi/ vi shambling /'shambiing/ to walk awkwardly with 
dragging feet, shuIRe [shamble (bowed, malformed)] 

’shamble n a shambling gait 

shambles Ahamblz/ n, pi shambles 1 a slaughterhouse 2a a place of 
carnage b a scene or a stale of great destruction, chaos, or confusion, a 
mess (the place wa.s left a ^ by htxiligans) [shamble (meat market) & 


obs shamble (table for exhibition of meat for sale), fr ME shamel, fr OE 
scamul, sceamul stool, table] 

shambolic /sham'bolik/ adj, Br utterly chaotic or confused - infml 
[irreg fr shambles] 

'shame /shaym/ n la a painful emotion caused by consciousness of guilt, 
shortcomings, impropnety, or disgrace h susceptibility to such emotion 
(was not upset because she had no ^ / 2 humiliating disgrace or 
disrepute; ignominy 3 sthg bringing regret or disgrace (it's a ^ you 
weren't there) [ME, fr OE scamu, akin lo OHG scama shame] 

’shame vt 1 to bnng shame to, disgrace 2 to put to shame by outdoing 
3 to I'll) with a sense of shame 4 to compel by causing to feel guilvy <'^d 
into confessing) 

,shame'faced /-'fayst/ adj 1 showing modesty, bashful 2 showing 
shame, ashamed [alter of arch shamefast (bound by shame), fr ME. fr 
OE scamfitst, fr scamu t fxst fixed, fast] - shamefacedly /-'faysidh/ adv, 
shamefacedness /-'faysidnis/ n 

'shameful /-f(3)l/ adj 1 bringing disrepute or ignominy, disgraceful 2 
arousing the feeling of shame - shamefully adv, shamefulness n 
shameless /-Us/ adj 1 insensible to disgrace 2 showing lack of shame, 
disgraceful - shamelessly adv 
shammy /'shanu/ n chamois 2 [by alter ] 

'shampoo /sham'poiih/ vt shampoos; shampooing; shampooed 1 to clean 
(esp the hair or a carpel) with shampoo 2 lo wash the hair of [Hindi 
capo, imper of clpna to press, shampoo] - shampooist n 
’shampoo n, pi shampoos 1 a washing of the hair esp by a hairdresser 
2 a soap, detergent, etc used for shampooing 
shamrock /'sham,rok/ n any of several plants (c g a wood sorrel or some 
clovers) whose leaves have 3 leaflets and are used as a floral emblem by 
the Insh [IrGael seamro^] 

shandy /'shandi/ n a drink consisting of beer mixed with lemonade or 
ginger beer [short for shandygaff, of unknown origin] 
shanghai /.shang'hie/ vt shanghais; shanghaiing; shanghaied /-hied/ 1 
to compel to join a ship’s crew, esp by the help of dnnk or drugs - compare 
i*Ri ss-r.ANG 2 to put into an awkward or unpleasant position b> tnekery 
[Shanghai, seaport in R China, fr the formerly widespread use of this 
method to procure sailors for voyage's to the Onent] 

Shangri-la /,shanggri 'lah/ n a remote imaginary place where life 
approaches perfection [Shangn-La, imaginary land depicted in the novel 
Lost Hori/on by James Hilton +1‘)54 E novelist] 
shank /shangk/ n la a leg, specif the part of the leg between the knee 
and the ankle in human beings or the corresponding pari in various other 
vertebrates b a cut of beef, veal, mutton, or lamb from the upper or the 
lower part of ihe leg 2 a straight narrow usu vital pari of an object e g 
a the straight icirt of u nail or pin b ihc stem or stalk of a plant c the 
part of an anchi r Ivelween the ring and the crown d the part of a fishhix)k 
between Ihe eye and the bend e the part of a key between the handle and 
the bit f ih" narrow part of the sole of a shix: beneath the mstep 3 a part 
of an object by which il can be attached to sihg else eg a(I) a projection 
on the back of a solid button (2) a short stem of thread that holds a sewn 
button away from the cloth b the end (c g of a drill bit) that is gnpped 
in a chuck [ML shanke, fr OE scanca akin lo ON skakkr crooked. Gk 
ska/em lo limp] 

.shanks's 'mare /'shangksiz/ n, chicth NAm shanks’s i'onv 
,shanks's 'pony n one’s own feet or legs considered as a means of 
transport Kwent home bv - > humor [shanks, pi of shank] 
shanny /'sham/ n a small European blcnny [ongm unknown] 
shan't /shahnl/ shall not 

shantung /.shan tung ' n a silk fabric in plum weave with a slightly 
irregular surface [Shautung, province in NE China] 

'shanty /'shanli/ n a small crudely huilt or dilapidated dwelling or 
shelter, a shack [CanF chantier, fr F. gantry, fr L canthenus trellis] 
’shanty n a song sung by sailors in rhythm with their work (nfKxiif of F 
chanter to sing more at chant] 

'shanty.town /-.town/ n (part of) a town consisting mainly of shan- 
ties 

'shape /shayp/ »r 1 to form, create, esp to give a particular form or shape 
to <'-d the clay into a cube) 2 to adapt in shape so as to fit neatly and 
closely \a dress - d to fit) 3 to guide or mould into a particular state or 
condition <shaping her plans for the future) 4a lo determine or direct the 
course of (e g a person's life) b to cause to take a particular form or course 
the course of history) [ME shapen, alter of OE scieppan. akin to 
OHG sLepfen to shape] - shapable, shapeable adj, shaper n 
’shape n la the visible or tactile form of a particular (kind oO item b(l) 
spatial form (all sohds have ^ > (2) a circle, square, or other standard 
geometneal form 2 the contour of the body, esp of the trunk; the figure 
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3a a phantom, appantion b an assumed appearance; a guise (.the devti m 
the ^ of a serpenty 4 definite form (e g in thought or words) (the plan 
sJowiy took -*- > 5 a general structure or plan (the final of societyy 6 
sthg made in a particular form <a ^ for moulding jelUesy 7a the 
condition of a person or thing, esp at a particular time (m excellent ^ 
for his agey b a fit or ordered condition (got the car into ^ > - shaped 
adj 

'shapeless /-Its/ adj 1 having no definite shape 2 depnved of usual or 
proper shape; misshapen (a ~ old haty - shapelessly adv, shapeless- 
Bcas n 

'shapely /-li/ adj having a pleasing shape; well-proportioned - shapeli- 
ness n 

shape up vi to (begin to) behave or perform satisfactonly 
shard /shahd/ n 1 a piece or fragment of sthg brittle (e g earthenware) 
2 SHERD 2 [ME, fr OE sceard\ akin to OE scieran to cut - more at 
shear] 

'share /shea/ n la a portion belonging to, due to. or contributed by an 
individual b a full or fair portion (she's had her of funy 2t the pan 
allotted or belonging to any of a number owning property or interest 
together b any of the equal portions into which property or invested 
capital is divided c pi, chiefly Br the proprietorship element in a 
company, usu represented by transferable certificates [ME. fr OE scearu 
cutting, tonsure; akin to OE scieran to cut - more at shear] 

’share vr l to divide and distribute in shares; apportion - usu r out 2 
to partake of. use, experience, or enjoy with others vi to have a share 
or part - often ^ ui - shareable, sharabic adj, sharer n 
’share n a ploughshare [ME schare, fr OE scear, akin to OHO scaro 
ploughshare, OE scieran to cut] 

'sharecropper /-.kropa/ n, NAm a tenant farmer, esp m the southern 
USA, who lives on credit provided by the landlord and receives an agreed 
share of the value of the crop - sharecrop vb 

'share, holder /-.hohlda/ n the holder or owner of a share in prop- 
erty 

'Share.milking /-jnilkmg/ n, NZ the system of helping an owner of 
dairy ca rle with milking in exchange for a share in the profits - 

sharanilker n 

'sha re-, pusher n, Br a dealer who sells shares other than through the 
usual channels and often fraudulently 

Sharif /shaVeef/ n a descendant of the prophet Muhammad through his 
daughter Fatima; broadly one of ndile ancestry or political preeminence 
in a predominantly Islamic country [Ar shanf, lit., illustrious] - aharifian 
/sha'recfi-an/ adj 

'shark /shahk/ n any of numerous mostly large typically grey manne 
fishes that are mostly active, voracious, and predators and have gill slits 
at the sides and a mouth on the under part of the body [ongtn 
unknown] 

’shark n l a greedy unscrupulous person who exploits others by usury, 
extortion, or tnckery 2 NAm one who excels greatly, esp in a speafied 
field - infml [prob modif (influenced in form & meaning by 'shark) of G 
schurke scoundrel] 

'shark,skin /-akin/ n 1 (leather from) the hide of a shark 2 a smooth 
stiff durable fabnc in twill or basket weave with small woven designs 
'sharp /shahp/ adj 1 (adapted to) cutting or piercing, e g a having a thin 
keen edge or fine point b bitingly cold, icy (a ~ windy 2a keen m 
intellect, perception, attention, etc sighty(keep a ^ lookouty b 
paying shrewd usu selfish attention to personal gain (a tradery 3a 
brisk, vigorous (a ~ troty b capable of acting or reacting strongly, esp 
caustic (a ^ soapy 4 severe, harsh, e g a marked by irritability or anger; 
fiery (a ^ tempery b causing intense usu sudden anguish (a ^ painy c 
cutting in language or implication (a ^ rebukey 5 affecting the senses 
or sense organs intensely: e g a(l) pungent, tart, or acid, esp in flavour 
(2) acrid b shrill, piercing c issumg in a bnlliant burst of light (a ^ flashy 
ba characterized by hard Imes and angles featuresy b involving an 
abrupt change in direction (a ^ tumy c clear m outline or detail; distinct 
(a ^ imagey d conspicuously clear contrasty 1 of a musical note 
raised a semitone in pitch 8 stylish, dressy > infml [ME, fr OE sceaip; 
akin to OE scieran to cut - more at shear] - sharply adv, sharp- 
aaas n 

’•harp adv 1 in an abrupt manner (the car pulled up ^y (turn ^ nghty 
2 exactly, precisely (4 o’clock ^>3 above the proper musical pitch 
(they’re playing ^ > 

’sharp 0 la a musi^ note 1 semitone higher than another indicated or 
previously specified note b a character on the musical staff indicating a 
railing in pitch of a semitone music 2 a relatively long needle with 


a sharp point and a small rounded eye for use in general sewing 3 chiefly 
NAm a swindler, sharper 

•harpen Ahahpon/ vb to make or become sharp or sharper - sharp- 
ener n 

'sharpening .stone n whfi'stone I 

sharper /'shahp?/ n a cheat, swindler, esp a gambler who habitually 
cheats ['sharp + '-er] 

sharpish /'shahpish/ adv, Br with haste, somewhat quickly - infml 
(we'd better move to get some teay 

.sharp 'practice n dealing in which advantage is taken or sought 
unscrupulously 

'sharp, shooter /-..shooht?/ n a good marksman - sharpabooting n 
.sharp-'tongued adj cutting or sarcastic m speech, quick to rebuke 
shat /shat/ past of shit 

shatter Ahat?/ vt la to break into pieces (e g by a sudden blow) b to 
cause to break down, impair, disable (his nerves were ^ ed> 2 to have 
a forceful or violent effect on the feelings of (she was absolutely — cd by 
the newsy 3 to cause to be utterly exhausted (felt ^ ed by the long tram 
joumeyy - vi to break suddenly apart, disintegrate USE {vt 2AJ) infml 
[ME schateren] - shatteringly adv 

'shave /shayv/ vb shaved, shaven /’shayv(?)n/ vt la to remove in thin 
layers or shreds - often + off (^ off a thin slice of cheesey b to cut off 
thin layers or slices from c to cut or trim closely (a closely ^d lawn) 
2a to remove the hair from by cutting close to the roots b to cut off (hair 
or beard) close to the skin 3 to come very close to or brush against in 
pa.ssing -- VI to cut off hair or beard close to the skin [ME shaven, fr OE 
scafan, akin to I. scabere to shave, capo capon] 

’shave n 1 a tool or machine for shaving 2 an act or process of 
shaving 

'shave, hook /-.hook/ n a tool for scraping that has a usu tnangular 
blade set at nght angles to a shaft 

shaver /'shayv?/ n 1 an electnc-powcrcd razor 2 a boy, youngster - 
mfml ['shave i- ^-er] 

'shave.taii /-.tayl/ n, NAm a (newly broken in) pack mule [fr the 
practice of shaving the tails of newly broken mules to distinguish them 
from untrained ones] 

Shavian /'shayvy?n/ n or adj (an admirer or devotee) of G B Shaw, his 
wntmgs, or his social and political theones [NL Shavius, latinized form 
of George Bernard Shaw tl950 Br (Ir-bom) autHbr & socialist] 
shaving Ahayvmg/ n sthg shaved off ~ usu pi (wood ^s> 

3haw /shaw/ n, chiefly Br the stalks and leaves of a cultivated crop (e g 
potatoes or turnips) [prob alter of show] 
shawl /shawl/ n a usu decorative square, oblong, or tnangular piece of 
fabnc that is worn to cover the head or shoulders [Per shaJ] 
shawl collar n a collar that is rolled back and follows a continuous line 
round the neck and down the front edges of a garment gak 
MENT 

shawm /shawm/ n an early double-reed woodwind instrument [ME 
schalme, fr MF chalemie, modif of LL calamellus, dim. of L calamus reed, 
fr Gk kalamos - more at haulm] 

Shawnee /shaw'nee/ n, pi Shawneea, esp collectively Shawnee (the 
Algonquian language oO a member of a N Amencan Indian people ong 
of the central Ohio valley [back-formation fr obs E Shawnesc, fr Shawnee 
Shaawanwaaki, lit., those in the south] 

'•he /shi, strong shce/ pron 1 that female person or creature who is 
neither speaker nor hearer is my mother) 2 - used to refer to sthg 
regarded as feminine (c g by personification) (^ was a fine shipy [ME, 
prob alter, of hye, alter, of OE heo she - more at he] 

’she /shee/ n a female person or creature (ts the baby a he or a ^y- often 
in combination <she-caf> 

shea butter /shi?/ n a pale solid fat from the sgeds of the shea tree used 
in food, soap, and candles 

sheaf /shed/ n, pi iheavcs /sheevz/ 1 a quantity of plant matenal, esp 
the sulks and ears of a cereal grass, bound together 2 a collection of items 
laid or tied together (a ^ of papersy [ME shaef, fr OE sceaf, akin to 
OHG scoub sheaf, Russ chub forelock] 

'•hear /shi?/ vb abeared, shorn /shawn/ vt la to cut off the hair from 
(with shorn scalpy b to cut or clip (hair, wool, g fleece, etc) from sby or 
sthg; also to cut sthg from a lawny c to cut (as if) with shears 
a metal sheet m2) 2 to cut with sthg sharp 3 to depnve of sthg as if by 
cutting off - usu passive 4 of (has been shorn of her authontyy 4 to 
subject to a shear force vi 1 to become divided or separated under the 
action of a shear force (the bolt may ~ offy 2 chiefly Scot to reap crops 
with a sickle [ME sberen, fr OE scieran; akin to ON skera to cut. L curtus 
shortened, Gk keirein to cut, shear] - shearer n, ihesring n 
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*sh«ar n la a cutting implement similar to a pair of scissors but typically 
larger b any of various cutting tools or machines operating by the action 
of opposed cutting edges of metal c also sheer a sheerlegs - usu pi with 
sing, meaning but sing, or pi in constr 2 an action or force that causes 
or tends to cause 2 parts of a body to slide on each other in a direction 
parallel to their plane of contact USE (la, b) usu pi with sing mean- 
ing 

'shearling /-ling/ n, chiefly Br a sheep after its first shearing 
'shear, water /-.wawta/ n any of numerous seabirds that usu skim close 
to the waves in (light 

sheatf ish /'sheet.fish/ n a wels [alter, of sheathfish, fr sheath + fish] 
sheath /sheeth/ n, pi sheaths /sheedhz/ 1 a case or cover for a blade 
(e g of a knife or sword) 2 a cover or case of a (part of a) plant or animal 
body {the leaves of grasses form a ^ round the main stalky 3 a cover 
or support (applied) like the sheath of a blade 4 a condom [ME shethe, 
fr OE scath, akin to OHG sceida sheath. L, semdere to cut - more at 
'shed] 

sheathe /shcedh/ vt 1 to put into or provide with a sheath <^d her 
daggery 2 to withdraw (a claw) into a sheath 3 to encase or cover with 
sthg protective (c g thin boards or sheets of metal) [ME shethen, fr shethe 
sheath] 

sheath knife n a knife that has a fixed blade and is earned in a 
sheath 

shea tree /shia/ n a tropical Afncan tree of the sapodilla family with 
fatty nuts that yield shea butter [Bambara .«/] 

'sheave /sheev/ji a grooved wheel (e g in a pulley block) [ME sheve, akin 
to OE sc^th sheath] 

^sheave vt to gather and bind into a sheaf [sheaf] 
shebang /shi'bang,' n, WAm an affair, business {she’s head of the 

whole -^y - infml [perh alter of shebeen] 
shebeen /shi'been/ n, chiefly Irish an unlicensed or illegally operated 
dnnking establishment [IrGael sibin little mug, bad ale] 

'shed /shed/ vb -dd-; shed vt 1 to be incapable of holding or absorbing, 
repel {a duck '< plumage ^ s watery 2a to cause (blood) to flow by 
wounding or killing b to pour forth, let flow <'<- tears) c to give off or 
out, cast {the book ^ s some light on this subjecty 3 to cast off or let fall 
(a natural covenng) ^ vi to cast off hairs, threads etc. moult {the dog is 
^ding) (ME sheden to divide, separate, fr OE sceadan, akin to OHG 
skeidan to separate. L semdere to cut, split, Gk schizein to split] 

’shed n wa rp.R.sHED 1 

’shed n a usu single-stoned building for shelter, storage, etc, esp with 1 
or more sides open [alter of earlier shadde, prob fr ME shade shade] 
she'd /shid, strong sheed/ she had, she would 
sheen /sheen/ n 1 a bnght or shining quality or condition, bnghtness, 
lustre 2 a subdued shininess or glitter of a surface 3 a lustrous surface 
imparted to textiles through finishing processes or use of shiny yams [ME 
shene beautiful, bnght, fr OE sciene, akin to OE sceawian to look - more 
at show] - sheeny adj 

sheeny /'shecni/ n a Jew - dcrog [ongin unknown] 
sheep /sheep/ n. pi sheep 1 any of numerous ruminant mammals related 
to the goats but stockier and lacking a beard in the male, specif one 
domesticated, esp for its flesh and wool 2 an mane or docile person, esp 
one easily influenced or led [ME, fr OE sceap; akin to OHG scaf 
sheep] 

'sheep.COte /-.kot. -,koht/ n, chiefly Br a sheepfold 
'sheep-, dip n a liquid preparation into which sheep are plunged, esp to 
destroy parasites 

.'sheep, dog /-.dog/ n a dog used to tend, dnve, or guard sheep; esp 

BORDER COLI.IE 

'sheep.fold /-/ohld/ n a pen or shelter for sheep 
'sheep, herder /-.huhda/ n, NAm a shepherd 
sheepish /'sheepish/ adj embarrassed by consciousness of a fault {a ^ 
looky [sheep 4 -ish] - shcepifhly adv, sbecpifhneas n 
sheep ked Aed/ n a wingless bloodsucking fly that feeds chiefly on 
sheep [sheep 4^ ked (sheep ked), of unknown origin] 
sheep's eyes n pi wistful amorous glances {making ^ at hery 
sheep's fescue /Yeskyooh/ n a hardy European grass with very thin 
leaves 

'sheep.shank /-.shangk/ n a knot for shortening a rope 
'sheepiShearing /-.shuring/ n (the time for or a festival at) the sheanng 
of sheep - aheepshearer /i 

'8heep,skin /-Am/ n l (leather from) the skin of a sheep 2 the skin 
of a sheep dressed with the wool on {a -- coaty 
sheep tick n a bloodsucking tick whose young cling to bushes and 
readily attach themselves to passing animals 


sheep walk n, chiefly Br a tract of land on which sheep are pas- 
tured 

'sheer /shid/a4; 1 transparently fine, diaphanous / ~ Dgbrs) 2a unquali- 
fied, utter <'<- ignorancey b not mixed or mingled with anything else; 
pure, unadulterated 3 marked by great and unbroken steepness; precipi- 
tous {a cliffy [ME schere freed from guilt, prob alter of skere, fr ON 
skaerr pure; akin to OE scinan to shine] 

’sheer adv l altogether, completely {his name went - out of my heady 
2 straight up or down without a break {rugged cliffs rose out of the 
sea) 

’sheer vb to (cause to) deviate from a course [perh alter of 's/i^] 
*sheer n a turn, deviation, or change in a course (c g of a ship) 

’sheer n the curvature from front to rear of a ship's deck as observed when 
looking from the side [perh alter, of ^shear] 

’sheer n SHEAR Ic - USU pi with sing meaning but sing, or pi in 
constr 

'sheer,legs /-.legz/ n sing or pi in constr. pi sbeerlefss a hoisting 
apparatus consisting of 2 or more upnght beams fastened together at their 
upper ends and having tackle for lifting heavy loads (eg masts or 
guns) 

sheer off w, chiefly Br to depart or turn away abruptly, esp in order to 
evade 

'sheet /sheet/ n 1 a broad piece of cloth, specif a rectangle of cloth (e g 
of linen or cotton) used as an article of bed linen 2a a usu rectangular 
piece of paper b a pnnted section for a book, esp before it has been folded, 
cut, or bound - usu pi c the unseparated postage stamps pnnted by 1 
impression of a plate on a single piece of paper 3 a broad usu flat expanse 
{a of icey 4 a suspended or moving expanse {a ~ of flajney{^s of 
rainy 5a a piece of sthg that is thin in companson to its length and breadth 
b a flat metal baking utensil [ME shete. fr OE scyte. akin to OE sceotan 
to shoot - more at 'shoot] 

’sheet vt to form into, provide with, or cover with a sheet or sheets vt 
to come down in sheets {the ram ed against the wmdowsy 
’sheet adj rolled into or spread out in a sheet steely 
’sheet n 1 a rope that regulates the angle at which a sail is set in relation 
to the wind ship 2 pi the spaces at either end of an open boat [ME 
shete, fr OE sceata lower comer of a sail; akin to OE scyte sheet] 
sheet anchor n 1 an emergency anchor formerly carried in the broadest 
part of a ship 2 a pnncipal support or dependence, esp in danger; a 
mainstay [alter (prob influenced by *sheet) of earlier shoot anchor, fr ME 
shute anker] 

sheet bend n a knot or hitch used for tcmporanly fastening one rope 
to a loop in ani'iher 

.sheet 'glass glass made in large sheets directly from the furnace 
sheeting Ahecimg/ n (material suitable for making into) sheets 
sheet lightning n lightning in diffused or sheet form due to reflection 
and diffusion by clouds 

.sheet 'metal n metal in the form of a thin sheet 
sheet music n music pnnted on large unbound sheets of paper 
sheikh, sheik /shayk, sheek/ n 1 an Arab chief 2 sheik, sheikh a 
romantically attractive or dashmg man [Ar shaykh] - sheikhdom 
/-d(3)m/ n 

sheila, sheilah .'sheeb/ n, Austr, NZ, & SAfr a young woman; a girl - 
infml [alter (influenced by girl's name Sheila) of E dial, shaler] 
shekel Ahekl/ n 1 an ancient Hebrew gold or silver com 2 Israel 
at NATIONA 1 ITY 3 pi money - infml [Heb sheqel] 
sheldrake Aheldrayk/ n a shelduck [ME, fr sheld- (akin to MD 
schillede parti-coloured> 4 - drake] 

shelduck /"shelduk/ n any of vanous Old World ducks; esp a common 
mostly black and white duck slightly larger than the mallard [shel- (as 
in sheldrake) + duck] 

shelf /shelf/ n. p/ shelves /shelvz/ 1 a thin flat usu long and narrow piece 
of material (eg wood) fastened horizontally (eg on a wall or in a 
cupboard, bookcase, etc) at a distance from the floor to hold objects 2 
sthg resembling a shelf in form or position e g a a (partially submerged) 
sandbank or ledge of rocks b a flat projecting layer of rock c coni inen- 
TAL SHELF [ME, pTob fr OE scylfe, akin to L scalpere, sculpere to carve, 
OE sciell shell] - off the shelf 1 available from stock 2 off the peg - 
on the shelf 1 in a state of inactivity or uselessness lofa single woman 
considered as unlikely to marry, esp because too old 
'•helMIfe fi the length of time for which a product (e g a tinned or 
packaged food) may be stored or displayed without senous deterio- 
ration 

’•hell /shel/ n la a hard rigid often largely calcium-containing covenng 
of an animal (e g a turtle, oyster, or beetle) b a seashell c the hard or 
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tough outer covenng of an egg, csp a bird's egg 2 the covering or outside 
part of a fruit or seed, esp when hard or fibrous 3 shell matenal or shells 
<fln omammt made of A sthg like a shell e g a a framework or 
extenor structure, esp the outer frame of a building that is unfinished or 
has been destroyed (e g by fire) b a hollow form devoid of substance 
<niere effigies and of men - Thomas Carlyle) c an edible case for 
holding a filling <a pastry ^ > 5 a cold and reserved attitude that conceals 
the presence or absence of feeling <wmA she'd come out of her 6 a 
narrow light racing rowing boat propelled by 1 or more rowers 7 any of 
various spherical regions surrounding the nucleus of an atom at vanous 
distances from it and each occupied by & group of electrons of approxi- 
mately equal energy 8a a projectile for a cannon containing an explosive 
bursting charge b a metal or paper case which holds the charge in 
cartridges, fireworks, etc [ME, fr OE scielf akin to OE scea/u shell. ON 
skel, L sdex pebble, flint, Gk skallein to hoe] - shelly adj 
>th«ll vt 1 to take out of a natural enclosing cover (e g a shell, husk, pod, 
or capsule) <~ peanutsy 2 to fire shells at, on. or into ~ vi I to fall or 
scale off in thin pieces 2 to fall out of the pod or husk <^nuts which ~ 
on falling from the free) 
she'll /shil, strong sheel/ she will; she shall 

'shellac Ahelak/ n the punfied form of a resin produced by various 
insects, usu obtained as yellow or orange flakes, also a solution of this in 
alcohol used esp in making varnish ['shell « lac, trans of F laque en 
^lles lac in thin flakes] 

’•hellac vt -ck- to treat, esp by coating, with shellac 
shelled adj 1 having a shell, esp of a specified kind - often in combination 
<j»nk-she\\edy (thick -sheWedy 2a having the shell removed oys* 
/ers><^ nutsy b removed from the pod or cob peasy 
'shell.fish /-.fish/ n an aquatic invertebrate animal with a shell, esp an 
edible mollusc or crustacean 

'shell .jacket n a short tight military jacket worn buttoned up the 
front 

shell out vb to pay (money) - infml 
.shell 'pink n or adj (a) light yellowish pink 

'shell, proof /-.proohf/ adj constructed so as to resist attack by shells or 
bombs 

'shell .shock n a mental disorder characterized by neurotic and often 
hystencal symptoms that occurs under conditions (eg wartime combat) 
that cause intense stress - shell-shock vt 

Shelta Ahelta/ n a secret jargon of Insh vagrants [ongin unknown] 
'shelter Ahelta/ n 1 sthg, esp a structure, affording cover or protection 
(an air-raid ^y 2 the state of being covered and protected, refuge (uwk 
> (perh fr obs sheltron (phalanx), fr OE scieldtruma, fr scield shield 
+ truma troop] 

Shelter vt 1 to serve as a shelter for; protect (a thick hedge ^ cd the 
orchardy 2 to keep concealed or protected < ~ cd her family in a mountain 
cavey V7 to take shelter 

shelty, sheltie /shelti/ n a Shetland pony or sheepdog [prob of Scand 
origin, akin to ON Hjalti Shetlander] 

shelve /shelv/ vt 1 to provide with shelves 2 to place on a shelf 3a to 
remove from active service; dismiss b to put off or aside ('^ a projects 
VI to slope gently [shelf] 

shelving /'shelving/ n (material for constructing) shelves 
Shema /sha'mah/ n the Jewish confession of faith beginning 'Hear, O 
Israel. . ’ [Heb shema' hear, first word of Deut 6.4] 
shemozzle /shi'mozl/ n a source or scene of confusion or dispute, a 
to-do, mix-up - infml [modif of Yiddish shhmazel bad luck, difficulty, 
misfortune, f^r shlim bad, ill + mazel luck] 
shenanigan /shi'namgan/ n 1 deliberate deception, tnekery 2 boister- 
ous mischief; high jinks - usu pi with sing meaning USE infml [origin 
unknown] 

Sheol Ahee,ohl, ,-'-/ n the abode of the dead in early Hebrew thought 
[Heb Shi'dI] 

'shepherd /'shepad/ n 1 fern ahepherdess /-des/ one who tends sheep 
2 a pastor [ME sheepherde, fr OE sceaphyrde, fr sceap sheep hierde 
herdsman; akin to OE heord herd] 

Shepherd vt l to tend as a shepherd 2 to guide, marshal, or conduct 
(people) like sheep (^ed the children onto the trainy 
'shepherd ,dog n a sheepdog 

.shepherd's 'pie n a hot dish of minced meat, esp lamb, with a mashed 
potato topping - compare cx^tiauf. pie 

.shepherd's 'purse n a white-flowered annual plant of the mustard 
family that has small flat heart-shaped seed pods and is a common 
. weed 


sherard'ize, -isc /'sheradiez/ vt to coat (e g iron or steel) with zinc by 
heating with zinc dust [Sherard Cowper-Coles 1 1^)36 E inventor] 
Sheraton /'sher3t(3)n/ adj of or being a style of furniture that onginated 
in England around 1 800 and is characterized by straight lines and graceful 
proportions [Thomas Sheraton tl806 E furniture designer] 
sherbet Ahuhbat/ n I (a dnnk made with) a sweet powder that 
effervesces in liquid and is eaten dry or used to make fizzy drinks 2 a 
water ice with egg white, gelatin, or sometimes milk added [Turk & Per, 
Turk ^rbet, fr Per sharbat, fr Ar sharbah dnnk] 
sherd /shuhd, shahd/ n 1 shard 1 2 fragments of pottery vessels 
sheriff /’shenf/ n 1 the honorary chief executive officer of the Crown 
in each English county who has mainly judicial and ceremonial duties 2 
the chief judge of a Scottish county or district 3 a county law enforcement 
officer in the USA [ME shirreve, fr OE scirgeiefa, fr scir shire • gerefa 
reeve - more at 'rfevf] - sheriffdom /-d(a)m/ n 
Sheriff court n the mam inferior court m Scotland, dealing with both 
civil and cnminal cases, and having appeal to the High Court of Justiciary 

LAW 

Sherpa /'shuhp/ n a member of a Tibetan people living on the high 
southern slopes of the Himalayas 

sherry /'sheri/ n a blended fortified wine from S Spam that vanes m 
colour from very light to dark brown [alter of earlier sherns (taken as 
pi), fr Xeres (now Jerez), city m Spam] 
she's /shiz, strong sheer/ she is. she has 

Shetland /'shetbnd/ n 1 a Shetland pony or sheepdog 2 often not cap 
(a garment made from) a lightweight loosely twisted yarn of Shetland 
wool used for knitting and wedvmg [Shetland Islands off N Scotland] 
.Shetland 'pony n (any oO a breed of small stocky shaggy hardy pomes 
that onginated m the Shetland islands 
.Shetland 'sheepdog n any of a breed of small dogs that resemble 
miniature collies 

Shetland wool n (yam spun from) fine wool from sheep raised m the 
Shetland islands 

Shevuoth /she'vooh-oth/ n Shabuoth 
shew /show/ vb, archaic Br to show 

shewbread» showbread /'shoh.bred/ n consecrated unleavened bread 
ntually placed by the Jewish priests of ancient Israel on a table m the 
sanctuary of the Tabernacle on the Sabbath [trans of G sc hauhrotj 
Shia /'shee-a/ n pi in constr the members of the miqer branch of Islam 
deriving authority from Muhammad's cousin and son-m-law All and his 
appointed successors, the Imams - compare sunni 1 [Ar shi'ah sect] 
sHibboleth /'shiba.leih/ n la a catchword, slogan b a use of language 
that distinguishes a group of people c a commonplace belief or saying 
(the - that enme does not payy 2 a custom that charactenzes members 
of a particular group [Heb shibboleth stream, fr the use of this word as 
a test to distinguish Gileadites from Ephraimites, who pronounced it 
sibboleth] 

shickered /’shikad/ adj, Austr & NZ drunk - infml [Yiddish shiker, fr 
Heb shikkdr, fr shikhar to be drunk] 

'shield /shecld/ n 1 a piece of armour (e g of wood, metal, or leather) 
earned on the arm or m the hand and used esp for warding off blows 2 
sby or sthg that protects or defends, a defence 3 a piece of material or 
a pad attached inside a garment (e g a dress) at the armpit to protect the 
garment from perspiration 4 sthg designed to protect people from injury 
from moving parts of machinery, live electrical conductors, etc 5 a 
defined area, the surface of which constitutes a heraldic field, on which 
heraldic arms are displayed; esp one that is wide at the top and rounds 
to a point at the bottom 6 an armoured screen protecting an otherwise 
exposed gun 7 a protective structure (e g a carapace, scale, or plate) of 
some animals 8 the Precambnan central rock mass of a continent 9 sthg 
resembling a shield- e g a a trophy awarded in recognition of achievement 
(e g in a sporting event) b a decorative or identifying emblem [ME sheld, 
fr OE scield, akin to OE sciell shell] 

’shield vt 1 to protect (as lO with a shield; provide with a protective cover 
or shelter 2 to cut off from observation, hide (accomplices who ^ a 
thiefy 

'shield, bug /-.bug/ n any of vanous true bugs that emit a disagreeable 
odour [fr the shieJd-like shape of its scutellum] 
shieling Ahc«ling, -bn/ n, dial Br \ a mountain hut used as a shelter 
by shepherds 2 a summer pasture in the mountains [Sc shiel (shed, hut), 
fr ME (northern) schele, shale] 

'shift /shift/ vt 1 *0 exchange for or replace by another, change (the 
traitor ^ed his allegiancey 2 to change the place, position, or direction 
of, move (I can't ^ the grand pianoy 3 to get rid of, dispose of - infml 
^vi 1 to change place, position, or direction <^ing uneasily in his 
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chair) {the wind -'Cd> 2a to assume responsibility {had lo - for 
herself) b to resort to expedients, oef hy 3 NAm to change gear in a 
motor vehicle [ME shiHen, fr OE sciftan to divide, arrange, akin to OE 
sccitdan to divide - more at 'smld] 

'shift n la a deceitful or underhand scheme or method, a subterfuge, 
dodge b an expedient tned in difficult circumstances - usu pi 2 a loose 
unfitted slip or dress 3a a change m direction <a ^ m the wind) b a 
change in emphasis, judgment, or attitude 4a sing or pi m constr a group 
who work (e g in a factory) in alternation with other groups b a scheduled 
penod of work or duty (on the night ) 5 a change in place or position 
eg a the relative displacement of rock masses on opposite sides of a fault 
b a change in position of a line or band in a spectrum - compare doppler 
FFP rcT 6 systematic sound change as a language evolves 7 NAm the 
gear change m a motor vehicle 

'shift .key n a key on a keyboard (eg of a typewriter) that when held 
down permits a difTcrent set of characters, esp the capitals, to be 
pnnted 

'shiftless /-lis/ adj 1 lacking resourcefulness, inefficient 2 lacking 
ambition or motivation, la/y [shiH (resourcefulness)] - shiftlessly adv, 
shifllcssness n 

'shifty /-ti/ ,idj 1 given lo deception, evasion, or fraud, slippery 2 
indicative of a fickle or devious nature < ~ eyes) - shiftily adv, shifti- 
ness n 

shigella Ahi'geb/ n, pi shigellae /-li/ also shigellas any of a genus of 
bacteria that cause dysentery in animals, esp human beings [NL, genus 
name, fr Kiyoshi Shiga tl^57 Jap bacteriologist] 

Shiite /'shce let/ n or adj (an adherent) of Islam as taught by the Shia 
- Shiism n 

shillelagh Ahi'layli/ n an Irish cudgel [Shillelagh, town in County 
Wicklow. Eire, far ed l^i mj oak trees] 
shilling Ahiling/ n la (a coin representing) a former money unit of the 
UK worth 12 old pence or i'/^ b a money unit equal to f'Ao of any of 
various other countries (formerly) in the Commonwealth 2 (a com or note 
representing) the basic money unit of certain E Afncan countries -_.T 
Kenya, Somalia, Tan/aina, Uganda at na i ionali i y [ME, fr OE sailing, 
akin to OHG skilling, a gold com, both fr a prehistoric Gmc compound 
represented by OE scield shield and by OE -ling] 
shilly-shally Ahih .shah/ vi to show hesitation or lack of decisiveness 
[shilly shally, adv, irreg redupl of shall f\ - shilly-shally n 
^shim /shim/ n a thin piece of w(kk1, metal, etc used to fill in the space 
between things (e g for support or adjustment of fit) [ongin unknown] 
'shim vt -mm- to fill out or level up by the use of 1 or more shims 
’shimmer /'shima/ n I to shine with a softly tremulous or wavering 
light, glimmer 2 to (cause sthg to) appear in a fluctuating wavy form (the 
^ ing heat from the pavement^ [ME schimeren, fr OE scimenan, akin to 
OE SCI nan to shine more at sminf] 

'shimmer n 1 a shimmenng light 2 a wavering and distortion of the 
visual image of a far object usu resulting fiom heat-induced changes in 
atmosphenc refraction - shimmery adj 
'shimmy /'shmii/ n 1 a chemise 2 a jazz dance characterized by a 
shaking of the body from the shoulders downwards [(1) by alter. (2) 
short for shimmy-shake & shimmy-shiver] 

'shimmy vi to shake, quiver, or tremble (as lO m dancing a shimmy 
'shin /shin/ n the front part of the leg of a vertebrate animal below the 
knee, also a cut of meat from this part, esp from the front leg of a 
quadruped <a of beef) — mfat [ME shme, fr OE semu, akin to 
OHG scina shin, OE sccadan to divide - more at 'siiFn] 

'shin vh -nn- vi to climb by gripping with the hands or arms and (he legs 
and hauling oneself up or lowering oneself down ( ^ ned up the tree) ^ vt 
1 to kick on the shins 2 to climb by shinning 
'shin, bone /-.bohn/ n tibia I -I/* anatomy 
shindig /'shindig/ n a usu boisterous social gathering - mfml [prob alter 
of shindy] 

shindy /'shmdi/ n, pi shindys, shindies a quarrel, brawl ~ mfml [prob 
alter of shinny - more at shinty] 

'shine /shicn/ vh shone /shon/, (vt 2) shined vt 1 to emit light 2 to be 
bnght with reflected light 3 to be outstanding or distinguished (she 
always -^sin mathematics) 4 to have t radiant or lively appearance (his 
face shone with enthusiasm) ^ vt la to cause to emit light b to direct 
the light of (shone her torch into the comer) 2 to make bnght by 
polishing < ^ d his shoes) [ME shinen, fr OE scinan, akin to OHG skinan 
to shine, Gk skia shadow] 

'shine n 1 bnghtness caused by the emission or reflection of light 2 
bnlliance, splendour (pageantry that has kept its over the centunes) 


3 fine weather, sunshine (come ram, come y 4 an act of polishing shoes 
5 chiefly NAm a fancy, crush - esp in take a shine to, mfml 
shiner /'shiena/ n bi ac k esf slang ['siiinf '-fr] 

'shingle /'shing gl/ n la small thin piece of building malcnal for laying 
m overlapping rows as a covenng for the roof or sides of a building 2 a 
woman's short haircut in which the hair is shaped into the nape of the 
neck [ME schingel] 

'shingle vt 1 to cover (as lO with shingles 2 to cut (hair) in a shingle 
'shingle n (a place, esp a seashore, strewn with) small rounded pebbles 
[prob of Scand origin, akin to Norw singel coarse gravel) - shingly 
Ahing g(3)li/ adj 

shingles /'shmg glz/ n pi but sing in constr severe short-lasting inflam- 
mation of certain ganglia of the nerves that leave the brain and spinal 
cord, caused by a virus and associated with a rash of blisters and olten 
intense neuralgic pain [ME schingles, by folk etymology fr ML cingulus, 
fr L cingulum girdle, fr cingere to gird- more at c in( ii'Rt] 
shining /'shienmg/ adj I emitting or reflecting light, bright 2 possessing 
a distinguished quality, outstanding ^a example of bravery) 

Shinto /'shintoh/ n the indigenous animistic religion of Japan, including 
the veneration of the Emperor as a descendant of the sun-goddess [Jap 
shinto] - Shinto adj, Shintoism n, Shintoist n or adj, Shintoistic /-'istik/ 
adj 

shinty /'shmti/ n a variation ot hurling played m Scotland [alter of 
shinny (kind of hockey), perh tr 'shin ^ '-y) 
shiny /'shicni/ adj 1 bnght or glossy m appearance, lustrous, polished 
new shoes) 2 of malcnal, clothes, etc rubbed or worn to a smcxilh 
surface that reflects light shininess n 
'ship /ship/ n la a large seagoing vessel b a square-rigged sailing vessel 
having a bowsprit and usu 3 masts 2 a b«^at (propelled by power or 
sail) 3 sing or pi in const! a ship’s crew 4 an airship, aircraft, or spacecraft 
[ME, fr OE sap, akin to OHG sG/ship, OE sccadan to divide - more at 
'siifd] when one’s ship comes in when one becomes rich 
^ship vb -pp- vt I to place or receive on board a ship for transportation 
2 to pul m place for use < the tiller) 3 to take into a ship or boat < - 
the gangplank/ 4 to engage for service on a ship 5 to cause to be 
transported or sent away < ^ ped him off to boarding schixd > - mfml — vi 
1 to embark on a ship 2 lo go or travel by ship 3 to engage lo serve on 
shipboard - shippabic adj 

-ship /-ship/ suffix (n -> n) 1 state, condition, or quality of <'/r/e«dship> 
2a office, status, or profession of (professorship) b period during which 
(a specified office or position) is held (dunng his dictatorship) 3 art or 
skill of </jorsem.i/jship'' <' scholarship ) 4 sing or pi in constr whole group 
or body sharing (a specified clan or state) readership A membership) 5 
one entitled lo (a specified rank, title, or appellation) < his Lordship/ 
(ME, fr OF -scipe, akin to OHG -scaft -ship, OEscieppan lo shape - more 
at SHAPr] 

ship biscuit n shif’s him. l it 
''ship, board /-.bawdZ n - on shipboard on board ship 
'shipboard adj existing or taking place on board a ship 
'ship, builder /-.bildo/ n a person or company that designs or constructs 
ships - shipbuilding n 

ship canal n a canal large enough to allow the passage of sea-going 
vessels 

'ship, load /-.lohdz n as much or as many as a ship will carry 
'ship.mate /-.rnayt/ n a fellow sailor 

'shipment /-mnnt/ n 1 the act or process of shipping 2 the quantity of 
goods shipped <a - of oranges) 

.ship of the 'line n a ship of war large enough to have a place in the 
line of battle 

'ship.owner /-.ohna/ n the owner of (a share in) a ship 
shipper /‘ships/ n a penuvn or company that ships gcxxls 
shipping Ahiping/ n 1 ships (in 1 place or belonging to I port or 
country) 2 the ad or business of a shipfver 
.ship-'rigged /-'ngd/ adi square-rigged 

ship's biscuit n, chiefly Br a type of hard biscuit orig for eating on board 
ship 

'ship, shape /-.shay p/ adj trim, tidy [short for earlier shipshapen, fr ship 
^ shapen, archaic pp of shafK] 

'ship, way /-.way/ n the structure on which a ship is built and from which 
It IS launched 

'ship, worm /-.wuhm/ n any of vanous elongated marine clams that 
resemble worms and burrow m submerged wood 
''8hip,wreck /-,rek/ n 1 a wrecked ship or its remains 2 the destruction 
or loss of a ship 3 an irrevocable collapse or destruction (suffered the ^ 
of his fortune) [alter of earlier shipwrack, fr ME schipwrak, fr OE 



topgallant mast 



backstay , J 

/ * topmast 




_ earing cringle 
.footrope 


/ shrouds ^ \ 

/ T \ ' 



Square sail with running rigging 



Parts of a mast and its standing rigging 


mizzen topgallant 


/ I . peak halyard 






Parts of a 4-sidad fore and 
aft sail (eg a spanker) 


lanyards < 



stern gallery I 


poop or after deck 


quarter deck 


ynain mast 


HMS Victory 

a 3-ma8ted square-rigged ship of the late 1 8th century 


Shrouds 





yardarm 


-Slings quarter 


Flemish horse - 


lower mast cap _ 
Mast top and yard lower masthead .. 


trestletrees^ 
crosstrees, 
futtock shrouds .. 




I topmast shrouds brace 






m 


Vl\\\ lower shrouds 







Parts of a triangular fore 
and aft sail leg a jib) 





m 








m 






dolphin striker 


Cross section 


main deck i I 


middle deck 


lower deck 


forecastle 


stern aft 


midships bow 

starboard 





Shi 


896 


scipwrsec, fr scip ship + wrxc slhg dnven by the sea - more at 
wrack] 

^shipwreck vt l to cause to undergo shipwreck 2 to rum 
'ship.wright /-.net/ n a carpenter skilled in ship construction and 
repair 

shire /shie-a/ n la an administrative subdivision, specif an English 
county, esp one with a name ending in -shire b pJ the English 
fox-hunting distnet consisting chiefly of Leicestershire and Northamp- 
tonshire 2 any of a British breed of large heavy draught horses [ME, fr 
OE scir oflice. shire; akin to OHG scira care] 

shirk /shuhk/ yf to evade or dodge (a duty, responsibility, etc) [ongin 
unknown] - shirker n 

Shirley poppy Ahuhli/ n a vanablc annual garden poppy with bnght 
solitary single or double flowers [Shirley vicarage, near Croydon. Surrey, 
where first developed] 

shirr /shuh/ vt, chiefly NAm to bake (eggs removed from the shell) in 
a small dish until set [ongin unknown] 

shirring Ahuhnng/ n a decorative gathenng, esp in cloth, made by 
drawing up the matenal along 2 or more parallel lines of stitching or hy 
stitching in rows of elastic thread or an elastic webbing [shirr (to draw 
cloth together with parallel threads), of unknown ongin] 
shirt /shuht/ n an (esp man's) garment for the upper body, esp one that 
opens the full length of the centre front and has sleeves and a collar 
GARMENT [ME shirte, fr OE scyrfe; akin to ON skyrta shirt, OE scort 
short] 

shirting Ahuhting/ n fabnc suitable for shirts 
'shirt-, sleeve also shirt-sleeves, shirt-sleeved adj 1 (having members) 
without a jacket (a audience) 2 marked by informality and directness 
diplomacy) 

'shirtwaister /-.waysta/ n. chiefly Br a fitted dress that fastens down 
the centre front to just below the waist or to the hem 
shirty Ahuhti/ adj bad-tempered, fractious - infml [fr the phrase to get 
someone's shirt out to cause sby to lose his/her temper] 
shish kebab /.shish ki'bab/ n kebab cooked on skewers [Arm shish 
kahab] 

’shit /shit/ sb -tt-; shitted, shit, shat /shat/ vb to defecate (m) vulg 
[alter, (influenced by ^shit and the pa.st and pp forms) of earlier shite, fr 
ME shiten, fr OE -scitan-, akin to MLG & MD schiten to defecate. OHG 
scizan, ON skita to defecate, OE sceadan to divide, separate - more at 
'shed] 

*shit n 1 faeces 2 an act of defecation 3a nonsense, foolishness b a 
despicable person USE vulg [fr (assumed) ME, fr OE scile (attested only 
in place names); akin to MD schit, schitte excrement, OE scitan to 
defecate] 

shite /shiet/ vb or n, Br (to) shit - vulg [ME shiten] 
shitty Ahiti/ adj nasty, unpleasant vulg 
Shiva Aheeva/ n Siva 

’shiver /'shiva/ n any of the small pieces that result from the shattenng 
of sthg brittle [ME, akin to OE sceadan to divide - more at 'shed] 
^Shiver vb to break into many small fragments, shatter 
’shiver vj to tremble, esp with cold or fever [ME shiveren, alter of 
chiveren] 

’shiver n an instance of shivering, a tremor - shivery adj 
shivoo /shie'vooh/ n. Austr a party, spree infml [perh modif of F chez 
vous at your house] 

’shoal /shohl/ n 1 a shallow 2 an underwater sandbank, esp one exposed 
at low tide [alter of earlier shold, shoaJd, fr ME shold, fr shold (adj) 
shallow, fr OE sceald - more at skeleton] 

’shoal VI to become shallow or less deep ^ vt to come to a shallow or less 
deep part of 

’shoal n a large group (e g of fish) [(a.ssumed) ME shole, fr OE scolu 
multitude - more at 'school] 

’shock /shok/ n a pile of sheaves of gram or stalks of maize set upright 
in a field [ME, akin to MHG schoc heap. OE heah high ~ more at high] 
- ahock vt 

’shock Ala violent shaking or jamng <aA earthquake ^) 2a(l) a 
disturbance tn the equilibrium or permanence of sthg (e g a system) (2) 
a sudden or violent disturbance of thoughts or emotions b sthg causing 
such disturbance </Ae news came as a terrible ^ > 3 a state of senous 
depression of most bodily functions associated with reduced blood volume 
and pressure and caused usu by severe injuries, bleeding, or bums 4 
sudden stimulation of the nerves and convulsive contraction of the 
muscles caused by the passage of electricity through the body [MF choc, 
fr choquer to strike against, fr OF choquier, prob of Gmc origin; akin to 
MD schocken to Jolt] 


’shock vt la to cause to feel sudden surpnse, terror, horror, or offence 
b to cause to undergo a physical or nervous shock 2 to cause (e g an 
animal) to experience an electric shock 3 to impel (as lO by a shock < ed 
her into realizing her selfishnessy 
’shock n a thick bushy mass, usu of hair [perh fr 's/iocA] 

‘shock ab.sorber n any of vanous devices for absorbing the energy of 
sudden impulses or shocks in machinery, vehicles, etc 
shocker /'shoka/ n 1 sthg hornfying or offensive (e g a sensational work 
of fiction or drama) 2 an incorrigible or naughty person (e g a child) - 
infml [’SHfK'K + '-fr] 

.shock-'headed adj having a thick bushy mass of hair 
shocking /‘shoking/ ad/ 1 giving cause for indignation or oflence 2 very 
bad (had a — cold) - infml - shockingly adv 
.shocking 'pink adj or n striking, vivid, bright, or intense pink 
‘shock, proof A.proohf/ adj resistant to shock, constructed so as to 
absorb shock without damage <a — watch > 

'shock .therapy n a treatment for some serious mental disorders that 
involves artificially inducing a coma or convulsions 
‘shock .treatment n shock thfrai>s 
'shock .troops n pi troops trained and selected for assault 
‘shock .wave n 1 blast 5 2a compressional wave formed whenever 
the speed of a body (e g an aircraft) relative to a medium (c g the air) 
exceeds that at which the medium can transmit sound 3 a violent 
disturbance or reaction r.i-rx'.RAPin 

shod /shod/ adj la wearing shtics, boots, etc b equipped with (a specified 
type oO tyre' 2 turnished or equipped with a shoe - often in combination 
[ME, fr pp of shoen to shoe, fr OF. \cogan, fr scoh shi>e] 

’shoddy /'shodi/ n 1 a wool of better quality and longer fibre length than 
mungo, reclaimed from materials that are not felled 2 a fabric often of 
inferior quality manufactured wholly or partly from reclaimed wool 
[ongin unknown] 

’shoddy adj 1 made wholly or partly of shixldy 2a cheaply mutative, 
vulgarly pretentious b hastily or pcKirly done, infenor c shabby - 
shoddily adv, shoddiness n 

’shoe /shooh/ n la an outer covering for the human foot that docs not 
extend above the ankle and has a thick or stiff sole and often an attached 
heel GARMFNi b a metal plate or rim for the h(x>f of an animal 2 
sthg resembling a shoe in shape or function 3 pi a situation, position, also 
a predicament (I wouldn't he in the president's fm anything^ 4 the 
part of a vehicle braking system that presses on the brake drum [ME 
sh(Xi, fr OE scoh, akin to OHG scuoh shoe, OE hyd hide] 

’sh6e vt shoeing; shod /shod/ also shoed /shoohd/ 1 to fit (e g a horse) 
with a shoe 2 to protect or reinforce with a usu metal shoe 
'shoe, horn /-,hawn/ n a curved piece of metal, plastic, etc used to ease 
the heel into the back of a shoe 

'shoe-, horn vt to force into a limited space <sooa be ^ mg passengers into 
the trains - The Guardian) 

'shoe.lace /-.lays/ n a lace or stnng for fastening a shoe 
'shoe.maker /-.mayka/ n sby whose occupation is making or repainng 
footwear 

’'shoe.string /-.string/ n 1 a shoelace 2 an amount of money inadequate 
or barely adequate to meet one’s needs (run a business on a ^) [(2)fr 
shoestrings being a typical item sold by pedlars] 

’shoestring adj operating on. accomplished with, or consisting of«a small 
amount of money (a ^ budget) 

shofar Ahohfah, -fa/ n, pi shofroth /-'froht(h), -frohs/ a ram’s-hom 
trumpet used m synagogues before and during Rosh Nashanah and at the 
conclusion of Yom Kippur [Heb shophar] 

shogun /'shohgan/ a any of a line of Japanese military governors ruling 
before the revolution of 1867 -68 [Jap shogun general] - shogunate /-nat, 
-nayt/ a 

shone /shon/ past of shine 

’shoo /shooh/ mteij used in frightening away an (esp domestic) animal 
[ME schowe] 

’shoo vt to drive away (as lO by crying ‘Shoo!’ 

'shoo-.in A, NAm one (c g a contestant) who is a certain and easy winner 
- infml 

’shook /shook/' past & chiefly dial past part of shake 
’shook A 1 'shock 2 NAm a set of wooden staves and end pieces for 
making a hogshead, cask, or barrel [origin unknown] 

,shook-'up adj, chiefly NAm upset, shaken (I'm all - infml 

[shook] 

shoon /shoohn, shohn/ chiefly dial pi of shoe 
’shoot /shooht/ vb shot /shot/ vt la to eject or impel or cause to be 
ejected or impelled by a sudden release of tension (e g of a bowstring or 
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by a flick of a finger) < - a/i arrow') < a marble) b to dnvc forth or 
cause to be dnvcn forth (1) by an explosion (e g of a powder charge in 
a firearm or of ignited fuel in a rocket) (2) by a sudden release of gas or 
air < ^ darls from a blowpipe) c to drive (e g a ball) forth or away by 
striking or pushing with the arm, hand, or foot or with an implement d(l) 
to utter (eg words or sounds) rapidly, suddenly, or violently <■- out a 
stream of mvective) (2) to emit (e g light or flame) suddenly and rapidly 
(3) to send forth with suddenness or intensity <shot a look of anger at her) 
c to discharge or empty (c g rubbish) from a container 2a to stnke and 
esp wound or kill with a bullet, arrow, shell, etc shot from a gun, bow, 
etc b to remove or destroy by use of firearms, also to wreck, explode 3a 
to push or slide (a bolt) in order to fasten or unfasten a door b to pass 
(a shuttle) through the warp threads in weaving c to push or thrust 
forwards, stick out - usu f out (toads ing out their tongues) d to put 
forth in growing - usu + out 4a to engage in (a sport, game, or part of 
a game that involves shooting), play <— poof) b to score by shooting 
a basket) 5 to hunt over with a firearm or bow (^ a tract of woodland) 
6a to cause to move suddenly or swiftly forwards <shot the car onto the 
highway) b to send or carry quickly, dispatch 7 to pass swiftly by, over, 
or along < ^ing rapids) 8 to plane (e g the edge of a board) straight or 
true 9 to take a picture or senes of pictures or television images of, film, 
also to make (a film, videotape, etc) 10 to pass through (a road junction 
or traffic lights) without slowing down or stopping - infml 11 to take (a 
drug) by hypodermic needle - slang w la to go or pass rapidly or 
violently (^sparks ~ing up) b to move ahead hy supenor speed, force, 
rnumentum, etc c to stream out suddenly; spurt (blood shot from the 
wound) d to dart (as lO m rays from a source of light e to dart with a 
piercing sensation Kjtain shot up his arm) 2a to cause a weapon or other 
device to discharge a missile b to use a firearm or bow, esp for sport 3 
to propel a missile t'oa' ^ many miles) 4 to protrude, project - 
often + out (a mountain-range ^ mg out into the sea) 5 to grow or sprout 
(as if) by putting forth shoots 6a to propel an object (e g a ball) in a 
particular way b to drive the ball or puck m fcxitball, hockey, etc towards 
a goal 7 to slide into or out of a fastening (a bolt that /n either 
direction) 8a to record a senes of visual images (c g on cinefilm or 
videotape), make a film or videotape b to operate a camera or set cameras 
in operation [Mt sheten. shuten, fr OE sceotan, akin to ON skjota to 
shoot, Lith skudnis quick] shoot a line to invent romantic or boastful 
detail - infml - shoot one's bolt to exhaust one’s capabilities and 
resources - shoot one's mouth off to talk foolishly or indiscreetly 
^shoot n la a stem or branch with its leaves, buds, etc, esp when not yet 
mature b an offshoot 2a a shouting trip or party b (land over which is 
held) the right to shoot game c a shooting match 3 a sudden or rapid 
advance 4 (a rush of water down) a descent in a stream 5 chiefly NAm 
a momentary darting sensation, a twinge [(4) prob by folk etymology fr 
F chute - more at chiitl] 

shoot down vi to assert or show the invalidity of, also to veto - 
infml 

shooter Ahoohta/ n a repeating pistol - usu in combination 
<s7Ji-shootcr> ['siRxir f ‘-er] 
shooting Ahoohting/ n, chiefly Br sikx^t 2 
'shooting .brake n, Br estate car 

'shooting .gallery n a usu covered range equipped with targets for 
practice in shooting with firearms 
'shooting .iron n, NAm a firearm - slang 

'shooting .match n an affair, matter - chiefly in the whole shooting 
match, infml 

.shooting 'star n a meteor appeanng as a temporary streak of light in 
fhe night sky 

'shooting .stick n a spiked stick with a handle that opens out into a 
seat 

'shoot'.out n a usu decisive battle fought with handguns or nfles 
shoot through yi, Austr A NZ to leave; specif to make a hasty 
departure (a well-known absconder, shooting through at the slightest 
opportunity ~ The Age (Melbourne)) 

shoot up VI 1 to grow or increase rapidly (house pnees have shot up m 
recent months) 2 to inject a narcotic drug into a vein - slang 
'shop /shop/ /) 1 a building or room for the retail sale of merchandise or 
for the sale of services 2 a place or part of a factory where a particular 
manufactunng or repair process takes place 3 the jargon or subject matter 
peculiar to an occupation or sphere of interest - chiefly in talk shop [ME 
shoppe, fr OE sceoppa booth; akin to OHG scopf shed] 

*shop vb -pp- VI 1 to visit a shop with intent to purchase goods 2 to make 
a search, hunt for winning designs) ^ vt to inform on; betray (the 


robber who changed sides and ^ ped his mates - Daily Mirror) - slang 
- shopper n 

shop around vi to investigate a market or situation in search of the best 
buy or alternative 

'shop .assistant n, Br one employed to sell goods in a retail shop 
.shop'f loor /-'flaw/ n the area in which machinery or workbenches arc 
located in a factory or mill, esp considered as a place of work; also, sing 
or pi in constr the workers in an establishment as distinct from the 
management 

'shop, front A.frunt/ n the front side of a shop (building) facing the 
street 

'shop.keeper /-.keepa/ n one who runs a retail shop 

'shop, lift /-,lift/ vb to steal from a shop [back-formation fr shoplifter] 

~ shoplifter n, shoplifting n 

shopping Ahopmg/ n goexis purchased on a shopping tnp 
'shopping ,centre n a group of retail shops and service establishments 
of different types, often designed to serve a community or neighbour- 
hood 

'shop, soiled /-,st)yld/ adj. chiefly Br 1 deteriorated (e g soiled or faded) 
through excessive handling or display in a shop 2 no longer fresh or 
effective, clichcd (the ~ slogans of fascism) 

.shop 'steward n a union member elected to represent usu manual 
workers 

'shop, walker /-.wawka/ n, Br shy employed in a large shop to oversee 
the shop assistants and aid customers 

.shop'window /-'wmdoh/ n 1 a usu large window in which a shop 
displays merchandise 2 showc ase 2 
'shop.worn /-.wawn/ adj. chiefly NAm shopsoiled 
shoran /'shaw.ran/ n a system of short-range aircraft navigation in which 
radar signals are sent out and returned by 2 ground stations of known 
position [short-range navigation] 

'shore /shaw/ n 1 the land bordering the sea or another (large) body of 
water 2 land as distinguished from the sea [ME, fr (assumed) OE scor, 
akin to OE scieran to cut - more at shfar] 

^shore vt 1 to support with shores, prop 2 to give support to, brace, 
sustain - usu + up (^ up farm pnees) [ME shoren, akin to ON skortha 
to prop] 

’shore n a prop for preventing sinking or sagging 
'shore .leave n time granted to members of a ship's crew to go 
ashore 

'shorewards /-woodz/ adv towards the shore 
shoring Ahawnng/ n 1 the act of supporting (as lO with shores 2 a 
system or quantity of shores 
shorn /shawn/ past part of shfar 

'short /shawl/ adj 1 having little or insufficient length or height 2a not 
extended in time; brief (a ^ vacation) b of the memory not retentive c 
quick, expeditious (made -- work of the problem) d seeming to pass 
quickly (made great progress in just a few ~ .v'ears> 3a of a speech sound 
having a relatively short duration b of a syllable in prosody (1) of 
relatively bncf duration (2) unstressed 4 limited in distance (a ^ walk) 
5a not coming up to a measure or requirement (in ^ supply) (the throw 
was ^ by 5 metres) b insufficiently supplied of cash) 6a abrupt, curl 

b quickly provoked (a ^ temper) 7 short-term 2 8a of pastry, biscuits, 
etc ensp and easily broken owing to the presence of fat b of metal bnttle 
9 made bnefer, abbreviated (Sue is ^ for Susan) 10 being or relating to 
a sale of sccunties or commodities that the seller docs not possess at the 
time of the sale < ~j^e) 1 la of or occupying a fielding position in cncket 
near the batsman sport b of a bowled ball bouncing relatively far 
from the batsman [ME, tr OE .scorr] - shortness n - by the short hairs, 
by the short and curlies totally at one's mercy Of he signs, we've got him 
by the short hairs) - in the short mn for the immediate future - compare 

IN THE lON(j RUN 

’short adv 1 curtly Oends to talk - with people when he's busy) 2 for 
or dunng a bncf time (short-lasting) 3 in an abrupt manner, suddenly 
(the car stopped ^) 4 at a point or degree before a specified or intended 
goal or limit (the shells fell '-^) (stopped - of murder) - be 
taken/caught short Br to feel a sudden embarrassing need to defecate or 
unnate 

’short n 1 a short sound or signal 2 p/ a by-product of wheat milling that 
includes the germ, bran, and some flour 3 pi knee-length or less than 
knee-length trousers 4 pi short-term bonds 5 short circ uit 6 a bnef 
often documentary or educational film 7 Br a dnnk of spints - for short 
as an abbreviation - in short by way of summary; bnefly 
*ahort vt to short-circuit 
shortage Ahawtij/ n a lack, deficit 
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•hort back and sides n a man's hairstyle in which the hair round the 
ears and at the neck is cut very short 

'shortbread /-.bred/ n a thick biscuit made from Hour, sugar, and 
fat 

'shortcake /-Jiayk/ n 1 shortbread 2 a thick short cake resembling 
biscuit that is usu sandwiched with a layer of fruit and cream and eaten 
as a dessert 

.shortchange A'chaynj/ vt 1 to give less than the correct amount of 
change to 2 to cheat - infml 

.short*'circuit vt 1 to apply a short circuit to or cause a short circuit 
in (so as to render inoperative) 2 to bypass, circumvent 
.short 'circuit n the accidental or deliberate joining by a conductor of 
2 parts of an clectnc circuit 

'short,coming /-.kuming/ n a deficiency, defect <fe/r his made him 
unsuited to management^ 

shortcrust pastry /-.knist/ n a basic pastry used for pies, flans, and 
tarts and made with half as much fat as flour 
'shortcut /-.kut/ n a route or procedure quicker and more direct than 
one customarily followed 

shorten Ahawt(a)n/ vt 1 to make short or shorter 2 to add fat to (e g 
pastry dough) 3 to reduce the area or amount of (sail that is set) 
shortening /'shawt(d)n ing/ n an edible fat (e g butter or lard) used to 
shorten pastry, biscuits, etc (shorten + '-ino] 

'shortfall /-/awl/ n (the degree or amount ol) a deficit 
'shorthand A, hand/ n 1 a method of rapid wntingj^at substitutes 
symbols and abbreviations for letters, words, or phrases — T alphabet 
2 a system or instance of rapid or abbreviated communication (^verbal ^ > 
- shorthand adj 

.shorthanded Aliandid/ adj short of the usual or requisite number of 
staff; undermanned 

.shorthand 'typist n sby who takes shorthand notes, esp from dicta- 
tion. then transenbes them using a typewriter 

'shorthorn /-.hawn/ n, often cap any of a breed of beef cattle onginating 
in the N of England and including good milk-producing strains 
shortie /’shawti/ n or adj (a) shorty - infml 
short line n a line from side to side of the floor of a squash court, halfway 
between tl.e front and back walls, behind which the player must stand 
when serving ^3" sport 
'short-.list vt, Br to place on a short list 

'short .list n. Br a list of selected candidates (e g for a job) from whom 
a final choice must be made 
, short-lived adj not living or lasting long 

'shortly /-li/ adv la m a few words, bnefly b in an abrupt manner 2a 
in a short time <we will be there b at a short interval after 
sunset} 

short order n, NAm an order for food that can be quickly cooked - in 
abort order quickly 

.short-range adj 1 short-term 1 2 relating to, suitable for, or capable 
of travellmg (only) short distances <a missile} 
short shrift n 1 a bnef respite for confession before execution 2 
summary or inconsiderate treatment [shrift (confession), fr ME, fr OE 
scrift, fr senfan to shrive - more at shrivf] 

.short 'sight n myopia 

.shortsighted A'sietid/ adj 1 able to see near objects more clearly than 
distant objects; myopic 2 lacking foresight - shortsightedly adv, short- 

sightedsess n 

.short 'story n a piece of prose fiction usu dealing with a few characters 
and often concentrating on mood rather than plot 
.short-tempered adj having a quick temper 
.short-'term adj 1 involving a relatively short period of time <'^ plans / 
2 of or constituting a financial operation or obligation based on a bnef 
term, esp one of less than a year 

short time n reduced working hours because of a lack of work 
short ton /tun/ n a US unit of weight that is equal to 20(X}lb 
(about 746.48kg) 

3hort-'weisted adj unusually short from the shoulders to the waist 
'shortwave A.wayv/ n a band of radio waves having wavelengths 
between about 120m and 20m and typically used for amateur trans- 
missions or long-range broadcasting - often pi with smg. meaning 
.short-'winded adj 1 affected with or characterized by shortness of 
breath 2 brief or concise in speaking or writing 
shorty, abortle Ahawti/ n or adj (sby or sthg) short - infml 
'shot /shot/ n la an action of shooting b a directed propelling of a missile; 
specif a directed discharge of a firearm c a stroke or throw in a game (e g 
tennis, cricket, or basketball); also an attempt to kick the ball into the goal 


in soccer d a hypodermic injection 2a(l) small lead or steel pellets (for 
a shotgun) (2) a single (nonexplosive) projectile for a gun or cannon b(l) 
a metal sphere that is thrown for distance as an athletic field event (2) 
this event 3 the distance that a missile is or can be projected 4 one who 
shoots; esp a marksman 5a an attempt, try 0iad a at mending the 
puncture} b a guess, conjecture 6a a single photographic exposure b an 
image or senes of images in a film or a television programme shot by 1 
camera from 1 angle without interruption 7 a charge of explosives 8 a 
small amount applied at one time; a dose <a dramatist could inject a ^ 
of colloquialism into a tragic ana - Kenneth Tynan) - infml [ME, fr OE 
scot; akin to ON skot shot, OHO scuz, OE sceotan to shoot - more at 
'shoot] - like a shot very rapidly - shot in the arm a stimulus, boost - 
shot in the dark a wild guess 

‘shot adj la of a fabnc having contrasting and changeable colour effects; 
iridescent silk} b suffused or streaked with (a different) colour (^hair 
with grey} c infused or permeated with a quality or element <— 
through with wit} 2 utterly exhausted or ruined <Act nerves are ^} - 
infml - be/get shot of chiefly Br get rid or- - infml 
''shotgun /-.gun/ n an often double-barrelled smoothbore shoulder 
weapon for finng quantities of metal shot at short ranges 
‘shotgun adj enforced <a ^ merger} <a -- wedding} 

'shot .put /pool/ n SHOT 2b - shot-putter n, shot-putting n 
shotten Ahot(3)n/ adj, of a fish having ejected the spawn and so of 
inferior food value [ME shotyn, fr pp of shuten to shoot] 
should /shad, strong shood/ past of shall 1 - used (eg in the main 
clause of a conditional sentence) to introduce a contingent fact, possibil- 
ity. or presumption </ ^ 6c surpnsed if he wrote} (it’s odd that you - 
mention that} 2 ought to (you brush your teeth after every meal} 3 
- used in reported speech to represent shall or will (she banged on the 
door and said we be late - Punch} 4 will probably (with an early start, 

they -- be here by noon} 5 - used to soften direct statement (I ^ have 
thought It was colder than that} (who ~ open the door but Fred} [ME 
sholde, fr OE sceolde owed, was obliged to, akin to OHG scolta owed, was 
obliged to] 

'shouldsr Ahohlda/ n la the part of the human body formed of bones, 
joints, and muscles that connects the arm to the trunk b a corresponding 
part of a lower vertebrate 2 pi a the 2 shoulders and the upper part of 
the back (shrugged his ^ s> b capacity for bearing a burden (e g of blame 
or responsibility) (placed the guilt squarely on his s> 3 a cut of meat 
including the upper joint of the foreleg and adjacenrparts —3 meat 4 
an area adjacent to a higher, more prominent, or more important part e g 
|(1) the slope of a mountain near the top (2) a lateral protrusion of a 
mountain b that part of a road to the side of the surface on which vehicles 
travel 5 a rounded or sloping part (e g of a stnnged instrument or a bottle) 
where the neck joins the body [ME sholder, fr OE sculdor, akin to OHG 
scultra shoulder, OE sciell shell - more at shell] - shouldered adj 
‘shoulder vt 1 to push or thrust (as if) with the shoulder (^ed his way 
through the crowd} 2a to place or carry on the shoulder <-^cd his 
rucksack} b to assume the burden or responsibility of < -^ the costs} - vi 
to push aggressively with the shoulders, jostle 

'shoulder .bag n a bag that has a strap attached at each side of sufficient 
length for the bag to be hung over the shoulder 
'shoulder .blade n the scapula ^3* anatomy 
'shoulder .strap n a strap that passes across the shoulder and holds up 
a garment 

shouldest /shoodist/, shouldst /shoodst/ archaic past 2 sing of 
shall 

shouldn't /'shoodnt/ should not 

'shout /showt/ VI 1 to utter a sudden loud cry 2 Austr A NZ to buy a 
round of drinks ^ vt 1 to utter in a loud voice 2 Austr A NZ a to buy 
sthg, esp a drink, for (another person) b to buy (st|ig. esp a dnnk) for sby 
(dropped in to see if you'd — an old fnend a drink - The Sun 
(fdcibourne)} USE (vi 2, vt 2) infml [ME shoutgn] - shouter n 
‘shout n 1 a loud cry or call 2 Ground 6 - infial 
shout down vt to drown the words of (a speaker) by shouting 
shove /shuv/ vt 1 to push along with steady force 2 to push in a rough, 
careless, or hasty manner, thrust < ^ d tAe book into his coat pocket} ~ vi 

1 to force a way forwards (bargain hunters shoving up to the counter} 

2 to move sfhg by pushing (you pull and Til ) [ME shoven, fr OE 
scufan to thryst away; akin to OHG sadban to push. OSlav skubati to 
tear] -- shofe n, sho?er /shuva/ n 

.shove-'halfpenny n a game played on a special flat board on which 
players shove disd» (e g coins) into marked sconng areas 
'shovel Ahuvl/ n la(l) an implement consisting of a broad scoop or a 
dished blade with a handle, us^ to lift and throw loose material (2) (a 
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Similar part on) a digging or earth -moving machine b sthg like a shovel 

2 a shovelful [ME. fr OE scofl’, akin to OHO scufla shovel, OE scufan 
to thrust away] 

‘shovel vb -11- {NAm -1-, -11-), /'shuvl-ing, 'shuvling/ vt 1 to dig, clear, 
or shift with a shovel 2 to convey clumsily or in a mass as if with a shovel 
<~led his food into his mouth} vi to use a shovel 
'shovelful /-f][d)l/ n, pi ahovelfula also ahovelafnl as much as a shovel will 
hold 

shoveller /'shuvl-a, 'shuvb/ n any of several dabbling ducks that have 
a large and very broad beak [^shovel 4 ^-er] 
shove off VI to go away; leave - infml 

'show /shoh/ vb abown /shohn/, showed vt 1 to cause or permit to be 
seen; exhibit 2 to present as a public spectacle 3 to reveal by one's 
condition, nature, or behaviour (was reluctant to his feelings} 4 to 
demonstrate by one’s achievements < ~ ed herself to be a fine pianist} 5a 
to point out to sby < ed him where she lived} b to conduct, usher < ~ ed 
me to an aisle seat} 6 to accord, grant respect to one*s elders} 7a 
to make evident; indicate <a letter that --ed his true feelings} b to have 
as an attribute; manifest <frade figures ^cd a large deficit} <jhe patient 
IS mg some improvement} 8a to establish or make clear by argument 
or reasoning a plan to be faulty} b to inform, instruct <~cd me how 
to solve the problem} 9 to present (an animal) for judging in a show - vi 
1 to be or come in view, be noticeable <be has a tear in his coat but it 
doesn't ) 2 to appear in a specified way /o good advantage} 3 to 
be staged or presented 4 chiefly NAm show up 2 (failed to ^ for the 
award} [ME shewen, showen, fr OE sceawian to look, look at, see. akin 
to OHG scouwon to look, look at, L cavere to be on one's guard] - ihower 
Ahoh a/ n - show one’s hand to declare one’s intentions or reveal one’s 
resources - show one*? (me colours to show one's real nature or opinions 

- show over chietly Br to take on a tour or inspection of (prospective 
buyers were shown over the new house} - show someone the door to tell 
sby to get out 

‘show n 1 a display (a of hands} - often + on (all antiques on -- are 
genuine} 2a a false semblance, a pretence (he made a ^ of friendship} 
b a more or less true appearance of sthg; a sign <a ^ of reason} c an 
impressive display <a ^ of strength} d ostentation 3 sthg exhibited, esp 
for wonder or ndicule, a spectacle 4a a large display or exhibition 
arranged to arouse interest or stimulate sales b a competitive exhibition 
of animals, plants, etc to demonstrate quality in breeding, growing, etc 5 
a public presentation eg a a theatneal presentation b a radio or 
television programme 6 an enterpnse, affair (he ran the whole ^ > 7 
chiefly NAm a chance - esp in give someone a show USE {6A7} 
infml 

'show ,biz /biz/ n show business - infml [by shortening & alter } 
'show.bread /-.bred/ n shewbread 

'show .business n the arts, occupations, and businesses (e g theatre, 
films, and television) that compose the entertainment industry 
'show.case /-.kaysZ n 1 a case, box, or cabinet with a transparent usu 
glass front or top used for displaying and protecting articles in a shop or 
museum 2 a setting or surround for exhibiting sthg to best advantage 
'show.down /-.down/ n the final settlement of a contested issue or the 
confrontation by which it is settled 

'shower Ahowa/ n 1 a fall of ram, snow, etc of short duration — j 
WEATHER 2 sthg like a ram shower (a - of tears} (--^s of sparks from 
a bonfire} 3 an apparatus that provides a stream of water for spraying 
on the body; also an act of washing oneself using such an apparatus 4 sing 
or pi in constr, Br a motley or infenor collection of people - infml [ME 
shour, fr OE scur, akin to OHG scur shower, L caucus northwest wind] 

- ahowery adj 

‘shower vi 1 to descend (as lO m a shower (letters -- ed on him in prais*. 
and protest} 2 to lake a shower - vf la to wet copiously (e g with water) 
in a spray, fme stream, or drops b to cause to fall m a shower (factory 
chimneys ^cd soot on the neighbourhood}-, also to cover (as iQ with a 
shower 2 to bestow or present in abundance <-*'ed him with horn 
ours} 

'showerproof /-.proohf/ adj, of a fabric or garment treated so as to give 
protection from a slight wetting 

showgirl Ahoh,guhl/ n a young woman who dances or sings in the 
chorus of a theatneal production, broadly a female stage performer whose 
presence is purely decorative 

showing /shoh ing/ n 1 an act of putting sthg on view; a display, 
exhibition 2 performance in competition (made a good ^ in the finals} 

3 a statement or presenution of a case; evidence 

'show, lumping /-jumping/ n the competitive riding of horses t at a 


time over a set course of obstacles in which the winner is judged according 
to ability and speed - showjumper n 

'showman /-man/ n 1 one who presents a theatneal show; also the 
manager of a circus or fairground 2 a person with a flair for dramatically 
efTective presentation - showmanship n 
'show-.off n one who shows off, an exhibitionist 
show off vt to exhibit proudly (wanted to show his new car off} ~ vi 
to seek attention or admiration by conspicuous behaviour (boys showing 
off on their bicycles} 

'show, piece /-.pecs/ n a pnmc or outstanding example used for exhibi- 
tion 

'show.place /-.plays/ n a place (e g an estate or building) regarded as 
an example of b^uty or excellence 

'show.room /-.roohm/ n a room where (samples oO goods for sale are 
displayed 

show up vt 1 to expose (c g a defect, deception, or impostor) 2 to 
embarrass vi la to be plainly evident; stand out b to appear in a 
specified light or manner <showed up badly in the semifinals} 2 to arnve 
<showed up late for his own wedding} USE (vt 2. vi 2) infml 
showy /'shoh-i/ adj 1 making an attractive show, stnking blossoms} 

2 given to or marked by pretentious display, gaudy - showily adv, 
sbowinesa n 

shrank /shrangk/ past of shrink 

shrapnel /'shrapnal/ n. pi shrapnel 1 a hollow projectile that contains 
bullets or pieces of metal and that is exploded by a bursting charge to 
produce a shower of fragments 2 bomb, mine, or shell fragments thrown 
out during explosion [Henry Shrapnel tl842 E artillery officer] 

'shred /shred/ n a narrow stnp cut or tom off, also a fragment, scrap [ME 
shrede, fr OE scrade, akin to OHG scrot piece cut off, L scrupus sharp 
stone, OE scieran to cut - more at shear] 

‘shred vb -dd- vt to cut or tear into shreds ^ vi to come apart in or be 
reduced to shreds - shredder n 

shrew /shrooh/ n 1 any of numerous small chiefly nocturnal mammals 
having a long pointed snout, very small eyes, and velvety fur 2 an 
ill-tempered nagging woman, a scold [ME shrewe evil or scolding person, 
fr OE scr^wa shrewmouse] 

shrewd /shroohd/ adj 1 marked by keen discernment and hardheaded 
practicality common sense} 2 wily, artful (a ^ operator} (ME 
shrewed wicked, mischievous, fr shrewe -*• -ed\ - shrewdly adv, shrewd- 
ness n 

shrewish /’shrooh ish/ adj ill-tempercd, intractable - shrewishly adv, 
shrewishness n 

'shrew.mouse /-.mows/ n shrew 1 

'shriek /shrcck ' vi to utter or make a shnil piercing cry; screech < ^ with 
laughter} — vMm utter with a shnek or sharply and shnlly - often + out 
Iprob irreg fr ME shnken to shnek, akin to ME scremen to scream] 
‘shriek n (a sound similar to) a shnil usu wild cry 
shrieval '’shrecvl/ adj of a shenff [obs shneve (shenflT), fr ME shirreve 
- more at sheriff] 

shrievalty Ahrecv( 3 )lii/ n, chiefly Br the (term of) office or junsdiction 
of a sheriff 

shrike /shriek/ n any of numerous usu largely grey or brownish birds 
that often impale their (insect) prey on thorns [perh fr (assumed) ME 
shnk, fr OE srric thrush, akin to ME shnken to shnek] 

'shrill /shnl/ vi to utter or emit a high-pitched piercing sound (alarm bells 
^ed as the robbers raced away} ^ vt to scream [ME shnllen] 

’shrill adf having, making, or being a sharp high-pitched sound - ahiill* 
nest n, shrilly adv 

'shrimp /shnmp/ n, pi shrimps, ( I) shrimps, esp collectively shrimp 1 any 
of numerous mostly small marine lO-legged crustacean animals with a 
long slender body, compressed abdomen, and long legs 2 a very small or 
puny person - infml; humor [ME shnmpe; akin to ON skorpna to shrivel 
up, L curvus curved - more at ‘crown] - shrimpy adj 
‘shrimp vi to fish for or catch shnmps - usu in ^ shnmping 
shrine /shnen/ n la a receptacle for sacred relics b a place in which 
devotion is paid to a saint or deity 2 a receptacle (e g a tomb) for the dead 

3 a place or object hallowed by its history or associations (Oxford is a ^ 
of learning} [ME, fr OE serin, fr L scnnium case, chest] - shrisc vt 

'shrink /shnngk/ vb shrank /shrangk/ also shrunk /shningk/; shrunk, 
shrunken /'shrungkan/ vi 1 to draw back or cower away (e g from sthg 
painful or homble) 2 to contract to a smaller volume or extent (e g as 
a result of heat or moisture) 3 to show reluctance (e g before a diffleuit 
or unpleasant duty); recoil vr to cause to contract; specif to compact 
(cloth) by a treatment (e g with water or steam) that results in contraction 
[ME shrinken, fr OE sennean; akin to MD schnnken to draw back, L 
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curvus curved > more at 'crown] - shrlnkAble adj, ahrinkate n. 
ahrlnker n 

‘shrink n 1 shrinkage 2 a psychoanalyst or psychiatrist - humor [(2) 
short for headahrinker] 

'shrink-.wrap vt -pp- to wrap (e g a book or meat) ui tough clear plastic 
film that is then shrunk (eg by heating) to form a tightly fitting 
package 

shrive /shriev/ vr shrived, shrove /shrohv/, shriven Ahriv(a)n/. shrived 
archaic to hear the confession of and absolve [ME shriven, fr OE scrifan 
to shrive, prescribe; akin to OHG scrilmn to write; both fr a prehistoric 
WGmc word borrowed fr L scribere to write - more at 'scribe] 
shrivel AhrivI/ vb -U- (SAm -I-, -II-)i Ahrivl-ing/ to (cause to) contract 
into wrinkles, esp through loss of moisture [perh of Scand origin; prob 
akin to Sw dial, skryvia to wnnkle] 

'shroud /shrowd/ n 1 a burial garment (e g a winding-sheet) 2 sthg that 
covers, conceals, or guards 3 any of the ropes or wires giving support, usu 
in pairs, to a ship’s mast ship [ME, fr OE scnid\ akin to OE scr^de 
shred - more at shred] 

‘shroud vt la to envelop and conceal <rrees by a thick rni«f> b to 
obscure, disguise 2 to dress for bunal 
'shroud-.leld a^j, of a rope having 4 strands and a core 
Shrovetide Ahrovh,tied/ n the period immediately before Ash Wednes- 
day (ME schrofhde, fr schrof- (fr shnven to shnve) + tide] 

.Shrove Tuesdey n the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday; pancake 
DAY (ME schroftewesday, fr schrof- (as in schro/tide) + tewesday Tucs- 
day] 

shrub /shrub/ n a low-growing usu several-stemmed woody plant [ME 
schrobbe, fr OE scrybb brushwood, akin to Norw skrubbebxr a cornel of 
a dwarf species] - ahrubby adj 

shrubbery Ahnib(a)n/ n a planting or growth of shrubs 
shrug /shrug/ vb *gg- to lif) and contract (the shoulders), esp to express 
aloofness, aversion, or doubt [ME schruggen] - shrug n 
shrug off vt to brush aside; disregard, belittle <shrugs the problem 
off) 

shrunk shrungk/ past A past part of shrink 
shrunken /’shrunf^an/ past part of shrink 
shtetl also ahtetel Ahtetl/ n, pi ahtetlach /-lahkh/ a small Jewish town 
or village formerly found in E Europe (Yiddish, fr MHG stetel, dim. of 
stat place, town, city, fi OHG, place - more at sfead] 

'shuck /shuk/ n 1 a pod, husk 2 NAm sthg of no value - usu pi with 
sing, meaning </iot worth ^ s> 3p/ - used intenectionally to express mild 
annoyance or disappointment; infml [ongin unknown] 

‘shuck vt, A/Ain 1 to strip of shucks 2 to remove or dispose of like a shuck 
- often + off <«^ off clothing^ off bad habits} - shocker n 

shudder Ahuda/ vi 1 to tremble with a sudden brief convulsive 
movement 2 to quiver, vibrate [ME shoddren\ akin to OHG skutten to 
shake, Lath kuteu to shake up] - shudder n 
'shuffle AhufI/ vb shuffling Ahuffing, 'shufl ing/ vt 1 to mix together 
in a confused mass; jumble 2 to rearrange (e g playing cards or dominoes) 
to produce a random order 3 to move (the feet) by sliding clumsily along 
or back and forth without lifting ^ vi 1 to act or speak in a shifty or 
evasive manner 2a to move or walk by sliding or dragging the feet b to 
dance in a lazy nonchalant manner with scraping and upping motions of 
the feet 3 to mix playing cards by shuffling [perh irreg fr shove] - 
shuffler n 

‘shuffle o Is shuffling (e g of cards) b a nght or turn to shuffle <ir ’s your 
2 (a dance charactenzed by) a dragging sliding movement 
'Shuffle.board /-.bawd/ n a game in which players use long-handled 
cues to shove wooden discs into scoring areas of a diagram marked on a 
smooth surface (alter, of obs shove-board] 

shuftl Ahufti/ ji. Bra look, glance (Jiavea ^ at the radar screen} - infml 
[perh of Ar origin; akin to Ar dial, shaufa sight, view] 
shul /shool/ n a synagogue [Yiddish, fr MHG school, lit., school] 
shun /shun/ vt -sn* to avoid deliberately, esp habitually (acton who 
publicity} (ME sbunnen, ft OE scuniao] - sbunser n 
'shunt /Aunt/ vr la to move (e g a train) from one track to another b 
Br to move (nilway vehicles) to different positions on the same track 
within terminal areas 2 to provide with or divert by means of an electrical 
shunt 3 to divert (blood) by means of a surgical shunt ^ vi 1 to move 
into a side track 2 to travel back and forth (>^ed between the 2 towns} 
[ME shunten to flinch] - sbnuter n 

‘shunt n 1 a means or mechanism for turning or thrusting aside; e g a 
a conductor joining 2 points in an electrical circuit so as to form a parallel 
path through which a portion of the current may pass b a surgical passage 


created between 2 blood vessels to divert blood from one part to another 
c chiefly Br a siding 2 a usu minor collision of motor vehicles - infml 
'shush /sh. shush/ n 1 - used inteijectionally to demand silence 2 peace 
and quiet; silence - infml (quiet, please, children! Let's have a bit of ^f} 
(imitj 

‘shush vt to tell to be quiet, esp by saying ‘ShushI’ - infml 
shut /shut/ vb -tt-; shut vt 1 to place in position to close an opening <'^ 
the lid} ('^ the door} 2 to confine (as lO by enclosure him in the 
cupboard} 3 to fasten with a lock or bolt 4 to close by bnnging enclosing 
or covering parts together < ^ the eyes} 5 to cause to cease or suspend 
operation (^ up shop} w I to become closed (flowers that ^ at night} 
2 to cease or suspend operation USE (vt 5; vi 2) often 4 up or down [ME 
shutten, fr OE scyttan; akin to OE sceotan to shoot - more at 'shoot] 
shut away vt to remove or isolate from others (governments that shut 
dissidents away) 

'shutdown /-.down/ n the cessation or suspension of an activity (e g 
work in a mine or factory) 

'shut-.aya n sleep - infml 

'shutoff /-.of/ n, chiefly NAm a stoppage, interruption 
shut off vf la to cut off, stop <shut the water off) b to stop the operation 
of (e g a machine) <shut the motor off) 2 to isolate, separate - usu + from 
(a village shut off from the rest of the world} - vi to cease operating, stop 
(the heater shuts off automatically} 

shut out vt 1 to exclude 2 chiefly NAm to prevent (an opponent) from 
sconng in a game or contest 

'shutter /shuta/ /i la a usu hinged outside cover for a window, often 
fitted as one of a pair b a usu movable cover or screen (e g over a door 
or as part of stage scene^) 2 a device that opens and closes the lens 
aperture of a camera — camera 3 the movable slots in the box 
enclosing the swell organ part of a pipe organ, which are opened to 
increase the volume of the sound [shui t ’-er] - sbutterless adj 
‘shutter vt to provide or close with shutters 

shuttering Ahut(d)ring/ n a temporary mould placed to support 
concrete while setting 

'shuttle AhutI/ n la a usu spindle-shaped device that holds a bobbin and 
IS used in weaving for passing the thread of the weft between the threads 
of the warp b a spindle-shaped device holding the thread in tatting, 
knotting, or netting c a sliding thread holder that carnes the lower thread 
in a sewing machine through a loop of the upper thread to make a stitch 
2 a lightweight conical object with a rounded nose that is hit as the object 
of play in badminton and consists of (a moulded plastic imitation oQ a 
cork with feathers stuck in it 38 (a route or vehicle for) a regular going 
back and forth over a usu short route b a reusable space vehicle for use 
esp between earth and outer space [ME shit tie, prob fr OE scytel bar. bolt, 
akin to ON skutill boll, OE sewtan to shoot - more at 'shix^t] 
‘shuttle vb shuttling Ahutl-ing, 'shutling/ 1 to (cause to) move to and 
fro rapidly 2 to transport or be transported (as lO m or by a shuttle - 
sbuttler n 

'shuttle.cock /-.kok/ n shuttle 2 ['shuttle * cock (bird)] 
shuttle diplomacy n diplomacy earned out by an intermediary who 
travels frequently between the countnes concerned 
shut up vt to cause (.sby) to be silent, esp to force (a speaker) to stop 
talking ^ vi to become silent, esp to stop talking USE infml 
'shy /shie/ adj shier, shyer, shiest, shyest 1 easily alarmed; timid, 
distrustful - often in combination (camera-shy} 2 wary of of 
disclosing his age} 3 sensitively reserved or retiring; bashful; also express- 
ive of such a state or nature (spoke in a ~ voice} 4 chiefly NAm lacking, 
short <ive’re 3 points ^ of what we need to win} - infml [ME schey, fr 
OE sceoh; akin to OHG sciuhen to frighten off, OSlav Sduti to chase] - 
shyly adv, shyness n 

‘Shy VI 1 to start suddenly aside in fright or alArm; recoil 2 to move or 
.dodge to evade a person or thing - usu + away or from (they shied away 
from buying the flat when they learnt the fullprice} - shy n 
‘shy vt to throw (e g a stone) with a jerking movtment; fling ^ vi to make 
a sudden throw USE infml [perh fr 'shy] 

^hy /} 1 a toss, throw 2 a verbal sally (took a few shies at the integnty 
of his opponent} 3 a stall (e g at a fairground) id which people throw balls 
at targets (e g coconuts) in order to knock them down 4 an attempt USE 
(I, I A 4* infml 

shylock Abielok/ a an extortionate moneylender [Shylock, evil money- 
lender in The Merchant of Venice, play by William Shakespeare fib 16 
E dramatist & poet] 

shyster Ahiesu/ n, chiefly NAm sby (esp a lawyer) who is profession- 
ally unscrupulous [prob fr Scheuster /7 1840 US attorney frequently 
rebuked in a New York court for pettifoggery] 
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si /see/ n ti [It] 

SI n a system of units whose basic units are the metre, kilogram, second, 
ampere, kelvin, candela, and mole and which uses prefixes (e g micro-, 
kilo-, and mega-) to indicate multiples or fractions of 10 - compare 
METRIC [F Systeme International dVnites international system of 
units] 

sial Aie-al/ n the outer layers of the earth, composed chiefly of relatively 
light rock nch in silica and alumina [ISV, fr silica + aAimina] - sialic 
/sie'alik/ adj 

aialagogue /sie'abgog/ n a drug that promotes the flow of saliva [NL 
siaJagogus promoting the expulsion of saliva, fr Gk siaJon saliva ^ LL 
-agogus -agogue] 

'Siamese /,sie-a'meez/ adj Thai [Siam (now Thailand), country in SE 
Asia] 

’Siamese n, pi Siamese 1 Thai 2 also Siamese cat any of a breed of 
slender blue-eyed short-haired domestic cats of onental origin with pale 
fawn or grey body and darker ears. paws, tail, and face 
Siamese fighting fish n a bnghtly coloured highly aggressive 
long-finned freshwater fish 

.Siamese 'twin n either of a pair of congenitally joined twins [fr Chang 
tl874 and Eng tl874 congenitally joined twins bom in Siam] 

'sib /sib/ adj related by blood [ME, fr OE sibb, fr sibb kinship, akin to 
OHG sippa kinship, family, L suus one's own - more at suicide] 

’sib n 1 a blood relation 2 a brother or sister considered irrespective of 
sex, broadly any plant or animal of a group sharing a degree of genetic 
relationship corresponding to that of human sibs 
'sibilant /'sibilant/ adj having, containing, or producing a hissing sound 
(e g /sh, zh, s, z/) [L sibilant-, sibilans, prp of sibilare to hiss, whistle, 
of imit ongin] - aibilaiace, aibilancy n, sibilantly adv 
’sibilant n a sibilath spe^h sound 

sibling Aibling/n sib 2, also any of 2 or more individuals having 1 parent 
in common 

sibyl /'sibil/ n, often cap any of several female prophets credited to widely 
separate parts of the ancient world, broadly any female prophet (ME 
sibile, sybylle, fr MF & L, MF stbile, fr L Sibylla, fr Gk] - sibylline /-hen, 
-leen/, sibylic, sibylUc /si'bilik/ adj 

sic /sik/ adv intentionally so wntten - used after a pnnted word or 
passage to indicate that it is intended exactly as pnnted or that it exactly 
reproduces an onginal <sa/c/ he seed [^] it all) [L, so, thus - more 
at so] 

siccative /'sikativ/ n drier 1 [LL. siccativus makmg dry, fr L s/ccafus, 
pp of siccare to dry, fr siccus dry - more at 'sack] 

'sick /sik/ adj la(l) ill. ailing <a child} (2) of or intended for use in 
illness <'^ pay} <a ^ ward} b queasy, nauseated, likely to vomit </e/f 
^ in the car} - often in combination (carsick) (a/niick) 2a sickened by 
intense emotion (eg shame or fear) with fear} (^worried b 
disgusted or weary, esp because of surfeit (gossip that makes one ^ ) < 
^ of flattery} c distressed and longing for sthg that one has lost or been 
parted from 3a mentally or emotionally disturbed, morbid b macabre, 
sadistic jokes} 4a lacking vigour, sickly b badly outclassed (looked 
-- in the contest} - infml [ME sek, sik, fr OE seoc, akin to OHG sioh 
sick, Mir socht depression] - sickish adj, sickly adv - be sick chiefly Br 
to vomit (was sick on the rug} 

’sick n, Br vomit 

.tick and tirad adj thoroughly bored or sated, reD up (I’m of you 

nattering} 

'sick .bay a a compartment or room (e g in a ship) used as a dispensary 
and hospital 

' 'sickbed /-.bed/ n the bed on which one lies sick 
'sick .call n a usu daily (army) parade at which individuals report as sick 
to the medical officer 

sicken Aikan/ 1 to cause to feel ill or nauseous 2 to dnve to the point 
of despair or loathing ~ kt to become ill; show signs of illness (looked as 
if she was ^ ing for a cold} 

sickening Aikaning/ adj 1 causing sickness (a ~ smell} 2 very 
horrible or repugnant (fell to the floor with a thud} - sickeniBgly 
adv 

sick headache n, chiefly NAm migraine 

sickle Aiki/ n, chiefly Austr a day’s absence from work claimed as sick 
leave - slang 

'sickle /*sikl/ n 1 an agncultural implement for cutting plants or hedges, 
consisting of a curved metal blade with a short handle 2 a cutting 
mechanism (e g of a combine harvester) consisting of a bar with a senes 
of cutting parts [ME sikef fr OE sicol\ akin to OHG aichila sickle; both 


fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr L secula sickle - more at 
’saw] 

’sickle adj having a curve resembling that of a sickle blade (the 

moon} 

’sickle vt 1 to mow, reap, or cut with a sickle 2 to form (a red blood cell) 
into a crescent shape ^ vi to become crescent-shaped (the ability of red 
blood cells to ^} 

'sick .leave n absence from work because of illness 
'sickle .cell n an abnormal red blood cell of crescent shape that occurs 
in the blood of people affected with sickle-cell anaemia 
sickle-cell anaemia n a hereditary anaemia occurring pnmanly in 
Negroes, m which the sickling of most of the red blood cells^causes 
recurrent short penods of fever and pam 

sickly /'sikli/ adj 1 somewhat unwell; also habitually ailing 2 associated 
with sickness (a complexion} 3 producing or tendmg to produce 
disease (a ^ climate} 4 suggesting sickness- a strained, uneasy (a ^ 
smile} b feeble, weak (a ^ plant} Sa tending to produce nausea (a 
taste} b mawkish, sacchanne ('^ sentiment} - sickliiiai n 
'sickness /-ms/ n 1 ill health 2 a specific disease 3 nausea, queasi- 
ncss 

'sick .psy n salary or wages paid to an employee while on sick leave 
'sick,room /-.roohm, -.room/ n a room set aside for or occupied by sick 
people 

sick up vt, Br to vomit - infml 

siddur /sida, 'sidooo/ n, pi siddnrim /si'doooram/ a prayer book of the 
Jewish daJy liturgy [MHeb siddur, lit , order, arrangement] 

'side /sied/ n la the nght or left part of the wall or trunk of the body (a 
pain in the ^ > b the nght or left half of the animal body or of a meat 
carcass 2 a location, region, or direction considered in relation to a centre 
or line of division (the south ^ of the city} (surrounded on all '^t} 3 
a surface forming a border or face of an object 4 a slope of a hill, r^e, 
etc 5a a bounding line of a geometncal figure (each of a square} 

MATHEMATIC'S b FACE Sa(S) c either surface of a thin object (one of 
a record} (the nght of the cloth} 6 company (he never left her — > 

7a sing or pi in constr a person or group in competition or dispute with 
another b the attitude or activity of such a person or group; a part (took 
my ^ of the argument} 8 a line of descent traced through a parent (the 
grandfather on his mother’s - > 9 an aspect or part of sthg viewed in 
contrast with some other aspect or part (the better ^ of bis nature} 10 
a position viewed as opposite to or contrasted with another (2 to every 
question} 11 the direction of a specified tendency - ^ on (she was 
somewhat on the short ^ > 12 19r a television channel 13 Br sideways 
spin imparted to a billiard ball [ME, fr OE side; akin to OHG sita side, 
OE sid ample, wide, sawan to sow - more at ’sow] - on the aide 1 in 
addition to a .>nncipal occupation; specif as a ^shonest or illegal 
secondary activity 2 NAm in addition to the main portion 
’side adj 1 at. from, towards, etc the side 2a incidental, subordinate (a 
^ issue} S made on the side, esp in secret (a ~ payment} e additional 
to the mam part or portion (a ^ order for more rolls} 

’side VI to take sides, join or form sides (^d with the rebeb} 

'side .arm ii a weapon (e g a sword, revolver, or bayonet) worn at the side 
or in the belt 

'side.band /-.band/ n a band of frequencies resulting from modulation 
(e g of radio waves) close to but either greater than or less than the earner 
frequency 

'side, board /-.bawd/ n 1 a usu flat-topped piece of dmmg-room furni- 
ture having compartments and shelves for holding articles of table service 
2 pi, Br whiskers on the side of the face that extend from the hairline to 
below the ears 

'side.burns /-.buhnz/ n pi sideboards 2 [alter of earlier bumstdes, fr 
Ambrose Burnside tl881 US general] 

.aids by 'side adv beside one another (walked ^ down the aisle} - 
side-by-side adj 

'sida.car /-,kah/ n a car attached to the side of a motorcycle or motor 
scooter for 1 or more passengers 

sided /'siedid/ adj having sides, usu of a specified number or kind 
(one-sided) (glass-sided} - sidedncai n 

'side .dish n any of the foods accompanying and subordinate to the main 
dish of a course 
'side .drum n snare drum 

'side effect n a secondary and usu adverse effect (e g of a drug) (forced 
to stop taking the drug by the ^ s) 

'side.kick /-.kik/ n, chiefly NAm sby ciosely associated with another, esp 
as a subordinate - infml 

'side.light /-.liet/ n 1 incidental or additional information 2s the red 
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port light or the green starboard light earned by ships travelling at night 
b a light at the side of a (motor) vehicle 

'tide, line /-Men/ n 1 a line at nght angles to a goal line or end line and 
marking a side of a court or field of play sport 2a a line of goods 
manufactured or esp sold in addition to one’s principal line b a business 
or activity pursued in addition to a full-time occupation 3 pi the 
standpoint of people not immediately participating - chiefly in on the 
sidehnes 

''eide.long /-.long/ adv towards the side, obliquely [alter, of sideling 
(sideways), fr ME sidling, fr 'side t -ling] 

’sidelong adj 1 inclining or directed to one side glances^ 2 indirect 
rather than straightforward 

'side, man /-.man/ n a member of a band or orchestra, esp a jazz or swing 
orchestra, other than the leader or featured performer 
.side-'on adv with 1 side facing in a given direction, also in profile 
sider-, sidero- comb form iron <sidero//fe> <siderosis> [MF, fr L, fr Gk 
sider-. sidero-, fr sidrros] 

sidereal /sie'dian al/ adj of or expressed in relation to stars or constella- 
tions [L sidereus, fr sider-, sidus star, constellation, akin to Lith svtdus 
shining] 

sidereal day n the interval between 2 successive transits of the March 
equinox over the upper meridian of a particular place, 23h, S6min, 4 09s 
of solar time 

sidereal time n time based on the sidereal day 
sidereal year n the time in which the earth completes 1 revolution in 
its orbit round the sun measured with respect to the fixed stars, 363 days. 
6h, 9min, and 9.54s of solar time 

*slderlte Aiedanet/ n ferrous carbonate occurring as a mineral [G 
siderit, fr Gk sideros iron] - sideritic /-'ntik/ adj 
’siderlte n a nickel-iron meteorite [sider- + -ite] 
sidesaddle /sied,sadL/ n a saddle for women in which the nder sits with 
both legs on the same side of the horse - sidesaddle adv 
'side.show /-.shoh/ n la a minor show offered in addition to a main 
exhibition (e g of a circus) b a fairground booth or counter offenng a 
game of luck or skill 2 an incidental diversion 
'side, slip / '..slip/ VI -pp- to move sideways through the air in a downward 
direction - sidesUp n 

sidesman Aiedzman/ n any of a group of people in an Anglican church 
who assist the churchwardens, esp m taking the collection m services 
'aide, spin /-.spin/ n rotary motion of a moving ball about a vertical 
axis 

'side,splittlng /-, spitting/ adj causing raucous laughter 
'side, step /-.step/ vb -pp- vr 1 to step sideways or to one side 2 to evade 
an issue or decision ^vi 1 to move quickly out of the way of a blow} 
2 to bypass, evade (adept at ^ ping awkward questions} 

'side .step n l a step aside (c g in boxing to avoid a punch) 2 a step taken 
sideways (e g when climbing on skis) 

'side .street n a minor street branching off a mam thoroughfare 
'side.stroke /-^trohk/ n a swimming stroke executed while lying on 
one's side 

sideswipe /-.swiep/ n an incidental deprecatory remark, allusion, or 
reference - infml 

'side .table n a table designed to be placed against a wail or away from 
a main table 

*'slde.track /-.trak/ n 1 an unimportant line of thinking that is followed 
instead of a more important one 2 NAm a siding 
’sidetrack vt to divert from a course or purpose; distract 
'side.walk /-.wawk/ n, NAm a pavement 
'sidewarda /-woodz/, NAm chiefly aideward adv towards one side 
'side, ways /-.wayz/, NAm also tideway /-.way/ adv or adj 1 to or from 
the side (a ^ movement}; also askance 2 with 1 side forward (turn it 
»-} 3 to a position of equivalent rank (he was promoted ^ } 
'side-.whiskers n pi (long) facial sideboards 
'side, winder /-.wienda/ n, chiefly NAm a heavy swinging blow from the 
side - infml 

'side, wise A.wiez/ adv or adj sideways 

siding Aieding/ n a short railway track connected with the main 
track 

sidle Aiedl/ n sidling Aiedling/ 1 to move obliquely 2 to walk timidly 
or hesitantly; edge along - usu ^ up [prob back-formation fr sideling 
(sideways) - more at sidelong] - sidle n 

siege /set^ n a military block^ of a city or fortified place to compel 
it to surrender; also tbe duration of or operations carri^ out in a siege 
[ME sqge, fr OF, seat, blockade, fr (assumed) VL sedicum, fr sedicare to 


settle, fr L sedere to sit - more at si r] - lay siege to 1 to besiege militarily 
<laid siege to the town} 2 to pursue diligently or persistently 
siemens /'seemanz/ n, pi siemens the SI unit of conductance -. 1 ^ 
PHYSICS [Werner von Siemens tl892 G electneal engineer] 
sienns /si'ena/ n an earthy substance containing oxides of iron and u.su 
of manganese that is brownish yellow when raw and orange red or reddish 
brown when burnt and is used as a pigment [It terra di Siena, lit., Siena 
earth, fr Siena, Sienna, town in Italy] 
sierra /si'eara/ n a range of mountains, esp with a serrated or irregular 
outline [Sp. lit , saw, fr L serra] 

Sierra - a communication code word for the letter s 
siesta /si'esta/ n an afternoon nap or rest [Sp, fr L wxta (hora) noon, 
lit., sixth hour - more at suxt] 

'sieva .bean /’sceva/ n any of several small-seeded beans closely related 
to and sometimes classed as lima beans, also the seed of a lima bean 
[origin unknown] 

'sieve /siv/ n a device with a meshed or perforated bottom that will allow 
the passage of liquids or fine solids while retaining coarser matenal or 
solids [ME s/ve. fr OE sife, akin to OHG sib sieve, Serb sipiti to 
drizzle] 

’sieve vt to sift 

sieve cell n an elongated tapenng cell that is present in the phloem of 
conifers and lower vascular plants and is important in the conduction of 
nutnents through the plant 

sieve tube n a tube consisting of an end-to-end series of ihm-walled 
living cells that is present in plant phloem and is held to function chiefly 
in tbe conduction of nutnent solutions of organic compounds (e g sug- 
ars) 

siff leur /si'fluh, 'sifla/ n one who whistles, esp as a musical performer [F, 
fr siffler to whistle] 

sift /sift/ vt la to put through a sieve ('- Hour} b to separate (out) (as 
lO by passing through a sieve 2 to scatter (as lO with a sieve < ^ sugar 
on a cake} [ME siHen, fr OE sifian, akin to OE sife sieve] - sift through 
to make a close examination of (things in a mass or group) 
sifter Aifta/ n ’castor 2 [sirr f ’-fr] 

'sigh /sie/ vi 1 to take a long deep audible breath (e g in weariness or grieO 
2 esp of the wind to make a sound like sighing 3 to gneve, yearn - usu 
+■ for <- ing for the days of his youth} ^ vt to exprevs by or with sighs 
[ME sihen, alter of sichen, fr OE sican, akin to Mft versiken to sigh] - 

rigber n 

’sigh n 1 an act of sighing, esp when expressing an emotion or feeling (e g 
weariness or relieO 2 a .sound of or resembling sighing < ~ s of the summer 
breeze} 

'sight /sict/ n 1 sthg seen, esp a spectacle (the familiar of the postman 
coming along the street} 2a a thing (eg an impressive or histone 
building) regarded as worth seeing - often pi (sec the ~ s of Pans} b sthg 
ndiculous or displeasing in appearance (you must get some sleep, you 
look a -^ > 3a the process, power, or function of seeing, specif the one of 
the 5 basic physical senses by which light received by the eye is interpreted 
by the brain as a representation of the forms, bnghtness, and colour of 
the objects of the real world b a manner of regarding, an opinion 4a the 
act of looking at or beholding sthg (fainted at the of blood} b a view, 
glimpse (got a ^ of the Queen} c an observation (e g by a navigator) to 
determine direction or position 5a a perception of an object by the eye 
b the range of vision a device for guiding the eye (e g in aiming a 
flrearm or bomb) b a device with a small aperture through which objects 
are to be seen and by which their direction is ascertained 7 a great deal, 
a lot (earned a ^ more as a freelance} - infml [ME, fr OE gesiht faculty 
or act of sight, thing seen; akin to OHG gisiht sight, OE seon to see] > 
aightleaa adj, aightleaaneas n - at first sight when viewed without proper 
investigation <at first sight the place seems very dull} ~ at/on sight as 
soon as presented to view - out of sight 1 beyond all expectation or 
reason (wages have nsen out of sight during thf past year} 2 chiefly 
NAm marvellous, wonderful - infml; no longer ii vogue - sight for sore 
eyes sby or sthg whose appearance or arnval is an occasion for joy or 
relief 

’tight vt 1 to get or catch sight of (several whales were ed> 2 to aim 
(e g a weapen) by means of sights 3a to equip (e g a gun) with sights b 
to adjust the sights of vi to take aim (e g in shooting) - sighting n 
'sighted adj having sight, esp of a specified kind - often in combination 
<c/ear-sighted> 

'tightly /-li/ adj 1 pleasing to the eye; attractive 2 chtdly NAm 
affording a fine view (homes in a location} - sightliness n 
'tight-.read /reed/ vb dgbt-read /red/ vt to read (e g a foreign language) 
or perform (music) without previous preparation or study ^ vi to read at 
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sight; esp to perform music at sight [back-formation fr sight reader] - 

sight reader n 

tight screen n a screen placed on the boundary of a cricket field behind 
the bowler to improve the batsman’s view of the ball 
'sightseeing A^ee-ing/ n the act or pastime of tounng interesting or 
attractive sights - often in go sightseeing (went on holiday ~ in 
Scotland) (a ^ trip) - sightseer /-.see a/ n 

sigium Aigbm/ n, p/sigla /-b/ an abbreviation (e g a special character) 
used in a manuscript, com. or seal [LL, perh fr L sigillum little figure, 
dim. of signum] 

sigma /sigma/ n 1 the 1 8th letter of the Greek alphabet 2 also sigma 
particle an unstable elementary particle of the baryon family about 2000 
times heavier than an electron and existing in positive, negative, and 
neutral charge states [Gk. of Sem ongin, akin to Heb samekh, 1 5th letter 
of the Heb alphabet] 

sigmoid Aigmoyd/ also sigmoidal A'moydl/ adj curved like the letter 
C or S [Gk sigmoeides, fr sigma, fr a common form of sigma shaped like 
the Roman letter C] -- sigmoidally adv 
'sign /sien/ /i la a motion or gesture by which a thought, command, or 
wish IS made known b signai 1 2 a mark with a conventional meaning, 
used to replace or supplement words symboi 3 any of the 12 
divisions of the zodiac 4a(l) a character (e g a flat or sharp) used in 
musical notation (2) a segno h a character (eg --) indicating a math- 
ematical operation; also either of 2 characters * and - that form part of 
the symbol of a number and characterize it as positive or negative 5 a 
board or notice beanng information or advertising matter or giving 
warning, command, or identification 6a sthg matenal or external that 
stands for or signifies sthg spiritual b sthg serving to indicate the presence 
or existence of sby or sthg (jsaw no ^ of him anywhere) c a presage, 
portent < - s of mi cany spnng) d objective evidence of plant or animal 
disease 7 a remarkable event indicating the will of a deity [ME signe, fr 
OF, fr L signum mark, token, sign, image, seal, prob akin to L secare to 
cut - more at ’saw) 

'sign vt la to place a sign on b to indicate, represent, or express by a sign 
2a to put a signature to b to assign formally < ed over his property) c(l) 
to wntc down (one’s name) (2) to wnte as the name of (oneselQ <^ed 
herself ‘R E Swan^ 3 to warn, order, or request by a sign ed him to 
enter) 4 to engage by securing the signature of on a contract of 
employment <-*' ed a new striker from Arsenal) - often + on or up - vi 
1 to wnte one’s signature, esp in token of assent, responsibility, or 
obligation 2 to make a sign or signal [ME signen, fr MF signer, fr I. 
signare to mark, sign, seal, fr signum] - signer n 
'signal /'signal/ n 1 an act, event, or watchword agreed on as the occasion 
of concerted action (waited for the to begin the attack) 2 sthg that 
occasions action (his scolding was a -- for the little girl to start crying) 
3 a conventional sign (e g a siren or flashing light) made to give warning 
or command (a ^ that warns of an air raid) 4a an object used to transmit 
or convey information beyond the range of human voice b the sound or 
image conveyed in telegraphy, telephony, radio, radar, or television c the 
venations of a physical quantity (eg pressure or voltage) by which 
information may be transmitted e g (1) the wave that is used to modulate 
a earner (the video ^) (2) the wave produced by the modulation of a 
earner by a signal (a radio ^ ) [ME. fr MF, fr ML signale, fr LL, neut 
of signalis of a sign, fr L signum] 

’signal vb -II- {NAm -I-, -II-) vt 1 to warn, order, or request by a signal 
<-^led the fleet to turn back) 2 to communicate by signals <'^lcd their 
refusal) 3 to be a sign of, mark (his resignation ^ led the end of a long 
career) ^ vt to make or send a signal - tignallcr, NAm chiefly sig- 
naler n , 

’signal adj 1 used in signalling (a beacon) 2 distinguished from the 
ordinary; conspicuous (a achievement) - chiefly fml [modif of F 
signale, pp of signaler to distinguish, fr Olt segnalare to signal, distin- 
guish, fr segnale signal, fr ML signale] 

'signal, box A.boks/ n, Br a raised building above a railway line from 
which signals and points are worked 

signal'ize, -ise /signaliez/ vt 1 chiefly NAm to point out carefully or 
distinctly; draw attention to 2 to make noteworthy; distinguish (a 
performance >^d by consummate artistry) - fml [^signa/j - signalization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

signally /signali/ adv in a signal manner; remarkably (a tactless 
decision) - chiefly fml 

'signalman /-man/ n. pi signalmen /-man/ sby employed to operate 
signals (e g for a railway) 

signatory /signatia)!!/ n a signer with another or others; esp a govern- 


ment bound with others by a signed convention [L signatonus of sealing, 
fr signatus, pp] - signatory adj 

signature Aignacha/ n la the name of a person wntten with his/her 
own hand b the act of signing one’s name 2 a letter or figure placed usu 
at the bottom of the first page on each sheet of pnnted pages (e g of a 
book) as a direction to the binder in gathenng the sheets; also the sheet 
itself [MF or ML, MF, fr ML signatura. fr L signatus, pp of signare to 
sign, seal] 

'signature .tune n a melody, passage, or song used to identify a 
programme, entertainer, etc 
signboard /'sien,bawd/ n sign S 

signet Aignit/ n 1 a personal seal used officially in lieu of signature 2 
the impression made (as lO by a signet 3 a small intaglio seal (e g m a 
finger nng) [ME, fr MF, dim of signe sign, seal] 
signet ring n a finger nng engraved with a signet, seal, or mono- 
gram 

significance /sig'nifikans/ n la sthg conveyed as a meaning, often 
latently or indirectly b the quality of conveying or implying 2a the 
quality of bem^ important, consequence b the quality of being statistically 
significant — ^ sfaiistics 

significant /sig'nifikant/ adj 1 having meaning, esp expressive (the 
painter's task to pick out the ~ details - Herbert Read) 2 suggesting or 
containing a veiled or special meaning (perhaps her glance was 3a 
having or likely to have influence or effect, important (the budget brought 
no changes) b probably caused by sthg other than chance (statistically 

- correlation between vitamin deficiency and disease) c being any of the 
figures that comes before or after the decimal pomt of a number and is 
not zero or is the first figure after the decimal point that ns an exact zero 
[L significant-, significans, prp of significare to signify] - signiflcaatly 
adv 

signification /,signifi'kay$h(a)n/ n 1 signifying by symbolic means (e g 
signs) 2 the meaning that a term, symbol, or character normally conveys 
or IS intended to convey 

significative /sig'mfikativ/ adj 1 indicative 2 significant, suggestive - 
signiflcativcly adv, significativeness n 

signify /signifie/ vt 1 to mean, denote 2 to show, esp by a conventional 
token (e g a word, signal, or gesture) ^ vi to have significance; matter 
[ME signifien, fr OF signifier, fr L significare to indicate, signify, fr 
signum sign] - signifiable /-.fie-abl/ adj, signifier /-.fie a/ n 
sign in vi to record one’s amval by signing a register or punching a card 
vt to record the amval of (a person) or receipt of (an article) by signmg 
(all delivenes must be signed in at the main gate) 

'sign .language n 1 a system of hand gestures used for communication 
(eg by the deaO 2 unsystematic communication chiefly by gesture 
between people speaking different languages 

.sign 'manual n. pi signs manual a signature, specif the sovereign’s 
signature on a grant or charter ['s/gn manual, adj] 
sign off vi 1 to announce the end of a message, programme, or broadcast 
and finish broadcasting 2 to end a letter (eg with a signature) - 
sign-off n 

sign of the cross n a gesture of the hand forming a cross, esp on 
forehead, shoulders, and chest, to profess Chnstian faith or invoke divine 
protection or blessing 

sign on vi 1 to commit oneself to a job by signature or agreement <sign 
on as a member of the crew) 2 Br to register as unemployed, esp at an 
employment exchange 

signor /seen, yaw. ,-'-/ n, pi signors, signori An/ an Italian man - used 
as a title equivalent to Mr [It signore, signor, fr ML senior supenor, lord 

- more at senor] 

signora /seen'yawro/ n. pi signoras, signore /-ray/ an Italian marned 
woman - used as a title equivalent to Mrs or as a generalized term of direct 
address [It, fern of signore, signor] 

signore /seen'yawray/ n. pi signori /-n/ - used as a generalized term of 
direct address when speaking to an Italian man [It] 
signorina /.seenyaw'reena/ n. pi signorinas, signorinc /-nay/ an unmar- 
ned Italian girl or woman - used as a title equivalent to Miss [It. fr dim 
of signors] 

sign out vi to indicate one's departure by signing in a register <stgned 
out of the hospital) w to record or approve the release or withdrawal 
of <sign books out of a library) 

''sign, post /-.pohst/ n a post (e g at a road junction) with signs on it to 
direct travellers 

’signpost vr 1 to provide with signposts or guides 2 to indicate, 
mark 

sign up vj to join an organization or accept an obligation by signing a 
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contract; cap to enlist in the armed services ^vt to cause to sign a 
contract 

•Ika dMr /*seek3/ n a small deer introduced into Bntain from Japan and 
now living wild in many areas [Jap shika] 

Sikh /seek/ n or adj (an adherent) of a monotheistic religion of India 
marked by rejection of idolatry and caste [Hindi, lit., disciple] - Sikh- 

iam n 

•llagt /sielij/ n fodder converted, esp in a silo, into succulent feed for 
livestock [short for ensUage] 

silane Ailayn. 'sie-/ a any of various compounds of silicon and hydrogen 
that are analogous to hydrocarbons of the methane senes [ISV silicon -» 
methane] 

slid /sild/ n, pi lildip esp collectively sUd a young hemng other than a 
brisling that is canned as a sardine, esp in Norway [Norw] 

'silence /'siebns/ n 1 forbearance from speech or noise; muteness - often 
intef}ectional 2 absence of sound or noise; stillness 3 failure to mention 
a particular thing <can‘r understand the government's on such an 
important topic} 4a oblivion, obscunty (promising wnters who vanish 
into ^ > b secrecy [ME, fr OF, fr L silentium, fr silent-, silens] 
^silence vr l to put or reduce to silence, still 2 to restrain from expression, 
suppress 3 to cause (a gun, mortar, etc) to cease finng by return fire, 
bombing, etc 

silsncsr Aiebnso/ n 1 a silencing device for a small firearm 2 chie/ly 
Br a device for deadening the noise of the exhaust gas release of an 
internal-combustion engine [’silence ’-er] 

•ilcnt /siebnt/ adj la making no utterance; mute, speechless b disin- 
clined to speak; not talkative 2 free from sound or noise; still 3a endured 
without utterance <~ grid} b conveyed by refraining from reaction or 
comment; tacit assent} 4 making no mention, uninformative (history 
is about this man} 5 miite 3 < ^ b in doubt) 6 lacking spoken dialogue 
<a Him } [L silent-, silens, fr prp of silere to be silent, akin to Goth 
anasilan to subside, L sinere to let go. lay > more at site] - silently adv, 
sUentnets n 

•Silgnt majority n sing or pi in constr a majority who do not assert their 
(moderate) views 

ailant partnar n, chiefly NAm sleeping partner 
'ailhouatta /^ilooh'et/ n 1 a portrait in profile cut from dark matenal 
and mounted on a light background 2 the shape of a body as it appears 
against a lighter background [F, fr Etienne de Silhouette tl767 F 
controller-general of finances; prob fr his petty economies] 
*ailhouatta vt to represent by a silhouette; also to project on a back- 
ground like a silhouette 

ailic-, lilioo- comb form silicon <sihcone> [silicon] 
ailica /silika/ n silicon dioxide occurring in many rocks and minerals (e g 
quartz, opal, and sand) [NL. fr L silic-, silex flint, quartz] 
ailica gal n silica resembling coarse white sand in appearance but 
possessing many fine pores and therefore extremely adsorbent 
ailicata Ailikat, -kayt/ n any of numerous insoluble often complex 
compounds that contain silicon and oxygen, constitute the largest class 
of minerals, and are used in building matenals (e g cement, bneks, and 
glass) [sitiac (acid)] 

ailicaoua, sUIcmnis /silishas/ adj of or containing silica or a silicate [L 
siliceus of flint, fr silic-, silex] 
aillol- comb form silica <siliciifeA}us> [NL silica] 

•ilicic /silisik/ adj of or denved from silica or silicon [NL silica & NL 
silidum silicon (fr silica)] 

•lllcify /silisifle/ vt to convert into or impregnate with silica ^ vi to 
become silicifled - sUlclflcation /-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
silicon /'silikan/ n a tetravalent nonmetallic element that occurs, in 
combination with other elements, as the most abundant element next to 
oxygen in the earth’s crust and is used esp in alloys periodic table 
[NL silica E -on (as in carbon)] 
silicon chip n chip 4 computer 

•ilioono /Ailikohfi/ ii any of various polymeric organic siheon com- 
pounds obtained as oils, greases, or plastics and used esp for 
water-resistant and heat-resistant lubricanU, varnishes, and electneal 
insobton 

•ilicoftic /sililcohsis/ n a disease of the lungs marked by hardening of the 
tissue and shortness of breath and caused by prolonged inhalation of silica 
dusts [NL] - silkotk /-liotik/ adj or n 

•lllqua /sillkwa, -lee-/ n a long narrow seed capsule that is characteristic 
of plants of the mustard family [NL, fr L, pod, husk; akin to L silic-, silex 
flint] 

tiliqiic /sileek/ n a siliqua [F, fr NL sUiqua] 

tllk /silk/ Ji 1 a fine continuous protein Fibre produced by various insect 


larvae, usu for cocoons; esp a lustrous tough elastic fibre produced by 
silkworms and used for textiles 2 thread, yam, or fabnc made from silk 
filaments 3 a King’s or (Queen's Counsel 4 pi the cap and shirt of a jockey 
made in the registered racing colour of his/her stable 5 a silky matenal 
or filament (e g that produced by a spider) [ME, fr OE seolc, prob of 
Baltic or Slav ongin; akin to OPruss silkas silk, OSlav shelkd; (3) fr the 
silk gown worn by a King’s or Queen’s Counsel] 

'•ilk .cotton a kapok or another silky or cottony seed covenng 
silken Ailkan/ adj 1 made of silk 2 resembling silk, esp in softness or 
lustre 

'•Ilk .gland n a gland (e g in an insect larva or spider) that produces a 
sticky fluid that is extruded in filaments and hardens into silk on exposure 
to air 

.silk 'hat n a hat with a tall cyiindncal crown and a silk-plush finish worn 
by men as a dress hat 
'•ilk .moth n a silkworm 

silk screen, silk-screen printing n a stencil process in which paint or ink 
IS forced onto the matenal to be pnnted, through the meshes of a prepared 
silk or organdie screen - sUk-screen vt 
‘silk, worm /-.wuhm/ n a moth whose larva spins a large amount of 
strong silk in constructing its cocoon 
silky /'silki/ adj 1 silken 2 having or covered with fine soft hairs, plumes, 
or scales - sllklly adv, silkJness n 

sill /sil/ n 1 a honzontal piece (e g a timber) that forms the lowest member 
or one of the lowest members of a framework or supporting structure (e g 
a window frame or door frame) architfctiurl 2 a honzontal 
sheet of intrusive igneous rock running between strata of other rocks — 
geography [ME sille, fr OE syll, akin to OHG swelli beam, threshold, 
Gk sells crossbeam] 
sillabub Aib,bub/ n (a) syllabub 

•illimanite /'silimaniet/ n a brown, greyish, or pale green mineral 
consisting of an aluminium silicate [Benjamin Silliman tlB64 US geol- 
ogist] 

silly Aili/ adj la showing a lack of common sense or sound judgment 
(a very ^ mistake} b tnfling, fnvolous (a remark} (he's just being 

^} 2 stunned, dazed (scared ^ > (knocked me -} 3 of or occupying 
a fielding position in cncket in front of and dangerously near the batsman 
13* sport [MEse/y, silly happy, innocent, pitiable, feeble, 
fr (assumed) OE sselig, fr OE stel happiness; akin tq,pHG salig happy, 
L solan to console, Gk hilaros cheerful] - sillily adv, silliness n, silly n 
or adv 

sHly-billy /.- ,-/ n sby absurd or silly - used esp by or to children 
[silly + Billy, nickname for William-, prob fr William IV tl837 King of 
England] 

silo /'sieloh/ n, pi silos 1 a trench, pit, or esp a tall cylinder (e g of wood 
or concrete) usu scaled to exclude air and used for making and storing 
Silage 2 an underground structure for housing a guided missile [Sp. perh 
of Olt origin; akin to OIr sil seed, OE sawan to sow - more at ’s(3w] 
'silt /silt/ n a deposit of sediment (e g at the bottom of a river) [ME cylte, 
prob of Scand ongin; akin to Dan sylt salt marsh, akin to OHG sulza salt 
marsh, OE sealt salt] - silty adj 

*silt vb to make or become choked or obstructed with silt - often + up - 
sUtatioD /-'taysh(9)n/ n 

'siltstone /-.stohn/ n a rock composed chiefly of hardened silt 
Silurss /silyooreez/ n pi a people of ancient Bntain chiefly inhabiting 
S Wales [L] 

Silurian /sie'1(y)oo9n-9n/ adj 1 of the Silures or their dwelling-place 2 
of or being the penod of the Palaeozoic era between the Ordovician and 
Devonian d* evolution [L 5iyures] - Silurias n 
silvan Allvan/ adj sylvan 

'silver AUva/ n 1 a white ductile and malleable metallic element that 
takes a very high degree of polish, is chiefly univalent in compounds^ wd 
hAs the highest thermal and electneal conductivity of any substance 
PERIODIC table 2 silver as a commodity 3 coins made of silver or 
cupro-nickel 4 articles, esp tableware, made of or jplated with silver; also 
cutlery made of other metals 5 a whitish grey colour 6 silver medal 
[ME, fr OE seolfor, akin to OHO silbar silver] 

’silver adj i made of silver 2a resembling silver, esp in having a white 
lustrous sheen b giving a soft, clear, ringing sound c eloquently persuas- 
ive (a tongue} 3 consisting of or yielding silver < ^ ore} 4 relating 
to or characteristic of silver 5 of or marking a 25th anniversary 
wedding} 

*silver vr 1 to cover with (a substance resembling) silver 2 to impart a 
silvery lustre or whiteness to - siherer n 

.silver 'birch o a common Eurasian birch with a silvery-white trunk 
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.silver fir n any of various firs with leaves that have a white or silvery 
white undersurface 

'•liver, fish /-.fish/ n 1 any of various silvery fishes 2 any of various 
small wingless insects; esp one found in houses and sometimes injurious 
to sized paper (e g wallpaper) or starched fabncs 
.silver foil n 1 silver paper 2 tinfoil 

.silver fox n a genetically determined colour phase of the common red 
fo\ in which the pelt is black tipped with white 
.silver 'grey adj or n light lustrous grey 

.silver 'lining n a consoling or hopeful prospect [fr metaphoncal use of 
the phrase every cloud has a silver lining (i e a white edge)] 

.silver 'medel n a medal of silver awarded to one who comes second in 
a competition - lilver medallist n 

.silver 'psper n paper with a coating or lamination resembling silver 
.silver 'plate n 1 a plating of silver 2 tableware and cutlery of silver or 
a silver-plated metal 
.silver 'screen n the film industry 

'sllverslde /-.sied/ n, Br a cut of beef from the outer part of the top of 
the leg below the aitchbone, that is boned and often salted meat 
[ fr its being considered the best cut] 

'silversmith /-.smith/ n sby who works in silver 
'silverware /-.wea/ n sii vfr plate 2 

'silver, weed /-.weed/ n any of vanous somewhat silvery plants, esp a 
cinquefoil with leaves covered in a dense mat of silvery hairs on the 
underside 

silvery Ailv(a)n/ adj 1 having a soft clear musical tone 2 having the 
lustre or whiteness of silver 3 containing or consisting of silver - 
silverinesa n 

silviculture Ailvi.kulcha/ n a branch of forestry dealing with the 
development and care ot forests [F. fr L silva, sylva forest 4 cultura 
culture] - silvicultural /-'kulch(a)ral/ adj, silviculturist n 
simian /'simi an/ adj or n (of or resembling) a monkey or ape [L simia 
ape. perh fr simus snub-nosed, fr Gk simos] 

similar /'simila/ adj 1 marked by correspondence or resemblance, esp of 
a general kind <'^ but not identicaf) 2 alike in 1 or more essential aspects 
(no 2 signatures are exactly — ) 3 diftenng in size but not in shape <- 
Wangles) ~ compare congruen r 2 [F similaire, fr L simihs like, similar 
- more at same] - similarly adv, similarity /-'larali/ n 
simile /'simili/ n a figure of speech explicitly companng 2 unlike things 
(e g in cheeks like roses) - compare metaphor (L, companson, fr ncut 
of similis] 

similitude /si'milityoohd/ n (an instance oQ correspondence in kind, 
quality, or appearance - fml [ME, fr MF. resemblance, likeness, fr L 
similitudo, fr similis] 

simmer Aima/ vi la of a liquid to bubble gently below or just at the 
boiling point b of food to cook in a simmering liquid 2a to develop, 
ferment (ideas ^ing in the back of his mind) b to be agitated by 
suppressed emotion with anger) ^ vt to cook (food) in a simmenng 
liquid [alter of E dial simper, fr ME simperen, of imit ongin] 
simmer down vi to become calm or less excited 
'simnel .cake Aimnal/ n. Br a nch fruit cake traditionally filled with 
a layer of almond paste and baked esp for mid- Lent and Easter [ME 
simenel, fr OF, fr L simila fine wheat fiour] 

simony Aimani, 'sic-/ n the buying or selling of a church office or 
ecclesiastical promotion [LL simonia, fr Simon Magus 1st c ad Saman- 
tan sorcerer (Acts 8:9-24)] - simoniac /si'mohniak/ adj or n, simoniacal 
/,siema'nie*3kl/ adj 

simoom /si'moohm/ n a hot dry violent dust-laden wind blowing from 
an Asian or Afncan desert [Ar samiim] 
simoon /si'moohn/ n a simoom 
simp /simp/ n, chiefly NAm a simpleton - infml 
'simper /’simpa/ vi to smile in a foolish self-conscious manner ^ vt to say 
with a simper <<«ed her apologies) [perh of Scand origin; akin to Dan 
dial, simper affected, coy] - aimperer n 
^tlmper n a foolish self-conscious smile 

'simple Aimpl/ adj la free from guile or vanity, unassuming b free from 
elaboration or showiness; unpretentious (wrote in a ^ style) 2 of humble 
birth or lowly position (a ^ fanner) 3s lacking intelligence, esp mentally 
retarded b lacking sophistication; naive 4a sheer, unqualified (the ^ 
truth of the matter) b free of secondary complications (a ^ fracture) c 
of a sentence consisting of only 1 main clause and no subordinate clauses 
d composed essentially of I substance e not made up of many like units 
<a ~ eye) 5a not subdivided into branches or leaflets plant b 
consisting of a single carpel c of a fruit developing from a single ovary 
6 not limited, unconditional (a ^ obligation) 7 readily understood or 


performed; straightforward (a -- task) (the adjustment was -- to make) 
[ME, fr OF, plain, uncomplicated, artless, fr L stmplus (fr sem-, sim- one 
+ -p/us multiplied by) & simplic-, simplex (fr sem-, sim- + -plic-, -plex 
-fold), lit , single; akin to Gk diplak-, diplax double - more at same, 
double] - simpleneaa n 

'simple n, archaic a medicinal plant [simple (uncompounded substance, 
medicine with only 1 ingredient), fr 'simple] 

simple fraction n a fraction having whole numbers for the numerator 
and denommator - compare complex fraction 
simple harmonic motion n a vibratory motion (c g the swing of a 
pendulum) in which the acceleration is proportional and opposite to the 
displacement of the body from an equilibrium position 
.simple-hearted adj having a sincere and unassuming nature; artless 
simple interest n interest paid or calculated on only the onginal capital 
sum of a loan 

simple machine n any of vanous elementary mechanisms formerly 
considered as the elements of which all machines are composed and 
including (he lever, the wheel and axle, the pulley, the inclined plane, the 
wedge, and the screw 

.simple'mindad /-'miendid/ adj devoid of subtlety; unsophisticated; 
also mentally retarded - aimplemindedly adv, linpIcmiodadMas n 
simpleton /'simplt(3)n/ n sby lacking common sense or inteUigence 
['simple » -ton (as in surnames such as Washington)] 
simple vow n a vow taken by a member of a Roman Catholic order 
under which retention of individual property is permitted and marriage, 
though illicit, IS valid under canon law - compare solemn vow 
simplex Aimpleks/ adj 1 simple, smgle 2 allowing telecommunication 
in only 1 direction at a time [L simplic-, simplex - more at 'simple] 
simplicity /sim'phsoti/ n 1 the state or quality of being simple 2 lack 
of subtlety or penetration, naivety 3 freedom from affectation or guile; 
sincenty, straightforwardness 4a directness of expression; clarity b 
restraint in ornamentation, austenty, plainness [ME simplicite, fr MF 
simplicite, fr L simplicitat-, simplicitas, fr simplic-, simplex] 
simplify Aimplifie/ vt to make simple or simpler, e g a to reduce to 
basic essentials b to diminish in scope or complexity; streamline ('^ a 
manufactunng process) c to make more intelligible; clarify to 
become simple or simpler [F simplifier, fr ML simplifkare, fr L simplus 
simple] - simplifler n, simplification /-rrkaysh(a)n/ n 
simplistic /sim'plistik/ adj deliberately or affectedly uncompheated - 
simplistically adv 

simply /'simpli/ adv la without ambiguity; clearly (a — worded reply) 
b without ornamentation or show <<« furmshed) c without affectation 
or subterfuge candidly 2a solely, merely (eats ^ to keep alive) b 
without any question (the concert was marvellous) 
simulacrum /.simyoo'laykram/ n, pi simulacra /-kra/ also simulacmms 
an often superficial or misleading likeness of sthg, a semblance - fml [L, 
fr simulaje] 

simulate /'simyoo,layt/ vr i to assume the outward qualities or appear- 
ance of, usu with the intent to deceive 2 to make a functioning model of 
(a system, device, or process) (e g by using a computer) [L simulatus, pp 
of simulare to copy, represent, feign, fr simihs like - more at same] - 
simulator n, simulation /-'laysh(a)n/ n 
simultaneous /.simal'taynyas, -ni-as/ adj 1 existing, occumng, or 
functioning at the same time 2 satisfied by the same values of the variables 
(^ equations) [(assumed) ML simuJtaneus, fr L simuJ at the same time 
- more at same] - simultaneously adv, simultaneouancaa, aimultaacity 
/-ta’nayati, -’nee-/ n 

'sin /sin/ n la an offence against moral or religious law or divine 
commandments b an action considered highly reprehensible (it's a to 
waste food) 2 a state of estrangement from God [ME sinne, fr 0£ synn; 
akin to OHG sunta sin] - sinica adj, ainlcsaly adv, linleaanen n 
*sin VI -nn- 1 to commit a sin 2 to commit an offence - often + against 
(writers who against good taste) - tinner n 
Sinanthropus /si'nanthrapos/ n Peking man [NL, fr LL Sinae, pi, 
Chinese 4^ Gk anthrdpos man - more at sinologue] 

'sin ,bin n 1 a brothel - euph 2 an enclosure occupied by a player (e g 
in ice hockey) who has been temporarily sent off - inftnl 
'since /sms/ adv 1 continuously from then until now (has stayed there 
ever -^) 2 before now; ago (should have done it long ^ ) 2 between then 
and now; subsequently (has became nch) USE + tenses formed with 
to have [ME sms, contr of sithens, fr sithen, fr OE siththan, fr sitb tham 
since that, fr sith since -v tham, dat of thaet that; akin to OHO sid since, 
L senis late, OE sawan to sow] 

‘since prep in the period between (a specified past time) and now (haven't 
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met /97J>; from (a specified past time) until now <ir*5 a long time ~ 
breakfast^ - + present tenses and tenses formed with to have 
*tince conj 1 between now and the past time when (has held 2 jobs ^ 
he leR schootjx continuously from the past time when (jever he was a 
child) 2 in view of the fact that; because <jnore interesting, ~ rarer} 
tincer* /sin'sb/ adj free from deceit or hypocrisy; honest, genuine 
interest} [MF, fr L sincerus] - sincerely adv, sincerenesSf sincerity 
/sin'serati/ n 

sinciput Ainsiput/ n, pi sincipnts, sindpita /sin'sipita/ 1 the forehead 
2 the upper half of the skull [L stneipit-, sinciput, fr semi- f caput head 

- more at head] 

sine /sien/ n the tngonometnc function that for an acute angle in a 
right-angled triangjc is the ratio between the side opposite the angle and 
the hypotenuse mathematics [ML sinus, fr L. curve] 
sinecure Ainikyooa, *$ 16 -/ n an office or position that provides an 
income while requiring little or no work [ML {beneTicium) sine cura 
(benefice) without cure of souls] 

sine die /.sieni 'dee-ay, 'die-ee, ,sini/ adv without any future date being 
designated (e g for resumption) <rAe meeting adjourned ~ > [L. without 
day] 

sine qua non Aini kway 'non, kway 'nohn, .sieni/ n an absolutely 
indispensable or essential thing [LL, without which not] 
sinew Ainyooh/ n 1 a tendon; also one prepared for use as a cord or 
thread 2a solid resilient strength; vigour (intellectual and moral ^ - G 
K Chalmen) b the chief means of support; mainstay - usu pi (the ^ s 
of political stability} [ME sinewe, fr OE seono; akin to OHG senawa 
smew, L saeta bristle] - sinewy adj 

'sine .wave /sien/ n a wave form that represents penodic oscillations in 
which the amount of vertical displacement at each point is proportional 
to the sine of the horizontal distance from a reference point 
sinfonia /.sinfa'nee-a/ n, p! sinfonie /-'nee.ay/. slnfontas symphony 1 
[It, fr L symphonia symphony] 

sinfonietta /sin.fohnreta/ii 1 a short or lightly-orchestrated symphony 
2 a small symphony orchestra; also a small orchestra of strings only [It, 
dim. of mfonia] 

sinful Ahif(d)l/ adj tainted with, marked by, or full of sin; wicked - 
sinfblty adv, tinftilncas n 

sing /sing/ vb sang /sang/, sung /sung/; aung vi la to produce musical 
sounds by means of the voice b to utter words in musical notes and with 
musical inflections and modulations (as a trained or professional singer) 
2 to make a shrill whining or whistling sound 3 to produce musical or 
melodious sounds 4 to buzz, nng (a punch that made his ears 5 to 

make a loud clear utterance 6 to give information or evidence - slang vt 
1 to utter with musical inflections; esp to interpret in musical notes 
produced by the voice 2a to relate or celebrate in verse b to express 
vividly or enthusiastically his praises} 3 to chant, intone ('^ a 
requiem mass} 4 to bring to a specified state by singing (^s the child 
to sleep} [ME singen, fr OE singan-, akin to OHG smgan to sing, Gk 
omphe voice] - singable adj, singer n 

•Inge /sinj/ vt singeing; singed to bum superficiaily or slightly, scorch; 
esp to remove the hair, down, or nap from, usu by brief exposure to a 
flame [ME sengen, fr OE sengan\ akin to OHG bisenga/i to singe] - 

singe n 

Singhalese /.sing-ga'leez/ n or adj, pi Singhalese (a) Sinhalese 
'single Amg-gl/ adj la not married b of the unmarried state 2 not 
accompanied by others; sole (the ^ survivor of the disaster} 3a consist- 
ing of or having only 1 part or feature (use double, not ^ thread} b of 
a plant or flower having the normal number of petals or ray flowers - 
compare double 4 consisting of a separate unique whole; individual (food 
is our moat important ^ need} 5 of combat involving only 2 people 6 
of, suitable for, or involving only 1 person (a ^ portion of food) [ME. 
fr MF, fr L ainguhis one only; akin to L sem- one - more at same] - 
siagleiiaas n, singly Aing-gli/ adv 

^single n la a sin^e thing or amount; esp a single measure of spirits b 
a (young) unmarried adult <a club} 2 a flower having the number of 
petals or ray flowers typical of the species 3 a single run scored in cncket 
4 a gramophone record, esp of popular music, with a single short track 
on each si^ $Bra ticket bought for a trip to a place but not back again 

- compare return 7 

’tingle vt to select or distinguish from a number or group - usu + out 
itlngle-'action adj, of a firearm that requires the hammer to be cocked 
before flring 

tingle bed n a bed designed for 1 person to sleep in - single-bedded 
*4f 

Aingto-1>Und of or being an experimental procedure which is 


designed to eliminate false results, in which the experimenters, but not the 
subjects, know the make-up of the test and control groups dunng the 
actual course of the experiments - compare double-blind 
.tlnglt-'breatted adj having a centre fastening with 1 row of buttons 
(a coat} - compare double-breasted 

tingle cream n cream that is thinner and lighter than double cream, 
contains 18 per cent butterfat, and is suitable for pouring - compare 
double cream 

.tingle 'file n a line (e g of people) moving one behind the other 
.tingle-'handed adj 1 performed or achieved by 1 person or with 1 on 
a side 2 working or managing alone or unassisted by others - single- 
handed, single-handedly adv, single-handedness n 
.tingle-'minded adj having a single overriding purpose - single- 
mindedly adv, single-mindedness n 

.tingle-'phate adj of or being an electncal circuit energized by a single 
alternating electromotive force 

tingle reed n a thin flat cane reed attached to the mouthpiece of 
woodwind instruments of the clannet family 
'tingles n, pi singles a game (e g of tennis) with I player on each side 
.ting le-'t pace vt to type (copy) leaving no blank lines between lines of 
text 

'tingle, Stick /-.stik/ n one-handed fighting or fencing with a wooden 
stick; also the stick used 

singlet Aing glit/ n, chiefly Br vest 1; aho a similar garment worn by 
athletes [fr its having only 1 thickness of cloth] 
singleton /‘sing glt(3)n/ /i 1 a card that is the only one of its suit m a 
dealt hand 2 an individual as opposed to a pair or group, specif an 
oflspring bom singly ['single f -ion (as in simpleton)] 
singsong /singiSong/ n 1 a voice delivery characlenzed by a monot- 
onous cadence or rhythm or rising and falling inflection 2 Br a session 
of group singing 

'singular Amg-gyoob/ adj la of a separate person or thing, individual 
b of or being a word form denoting t person, thing, or instance 2 
distinguished by supenonty, exceptional (a man of attainments} 3 not 
general (a proposition in logic} 4 very unusual or strange, peculiar 
(the ^ events leading up to the murder} 5 of a mathematical matrix 
having a determinant equal to zero [ME singuler, fr MF, fr L smgulans, 
fr singulus only one - more at sinoi.i ] - singularize vt, singularly adv 
’singular n the singular number, the inflectional flWm denoting it, or a 
word in that form 

singularity /.smg-gyoo'larati/ n 1 sthg singular e g a a separate unit 
b an unusual or distinctive trait, a peculiarity 2 bi ack hoi.e ('singui ar 
+ -ity] 

Sinhalese /.sinha'leez/ n, pi Sinhalese 1 a member of the predommant 
people that inhabit Sri Lanka 2 the Indic language of the Sinhalese 
language [Skt Simhala Sn Lanka (Ceylon), island in the Indian Ocean] 
- Sinhalese adj 

sinister /'sinista/ adj 1 (darkly or insidiously) evil or productive of vice 
2 threatening evil or ill fortune; ominous 3 of or situated on the left side 
or to the left of sthg, esp in heraldry [ME sinistre, fr L sinistr-, sinister 
on the left side, unlucky, inauspicious] - sinisterly adv, sinisterness n 
sinistral Ainistral/ adj of or inclined to the left e g a left-handed b of 
the shell of a gastropod mollusc having whorls that turn in a clockwise 
direction from the top to the bottom as viewed with the top towards the 
observer - compare df.xiral - sinistrally adv 
sinistrorse /’sim, straws, ,-'-/ adj lofa plant twining spirally upwards 
round an axis from right to left - compare dextrorse 2 sinistra i. b 
[NL simstrorsus, fr L, towards the left side, fr sinistr-, sinister + versus, 
pp of vertere to turn - more at ’worth] 

'sink /sink/ vb sank /sangk/, sunk /sungk/, sunk vt la to go down below 
a surface (e g of water or a soft substance) 2a to /all or drop to a lower 
place or level <sank to his knees} b to disappear from view <a red sun 
^ ing slowly in the west} c to take on a hollow appearance (my cakes 
always ^ in the middle} 3 to become deeply absorbed <sank into a 
reverie} 4 to go downwards in quality, state, condition, amount, or worth 
<saiik into apathy} ( ing spirits} 5 to detenorate physically (the patient 
was --ing fast and hadn't long to live} vt la to cause to sink a 
battleship} b to force down, esp into the ground c to cause (sthg) to 
penetrate <sank the dagger into his chest} 2 to engage (oneselO com- 
pletely in <sank himself in his work} 3 to dig or bore (a well or shafl) 
in the earth 4 to overwhelm, defeat (if we don't reach the frontier by 
midnight we're sunk) 5 to pay no heed to; ignore, suppress <sank their 
differences} 6 to invest 7 Br to dnnk down <sank a couple of pints} - 
infml [ME sinken, fr OE sincan-, akin to OHO sinkan to sink, Arm 
ankanim I fall] - ainkablc adj 
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’■ink n la a cesspool b a sewer c a basin, esp in a kitchen, connected to 
a dram and usu a water supply for washing up 2 a place of vice or 
corruption 3a a depression in which water (e g from a nver) collects and 
becomes absorbed or evaporated b sinkhoi f 2 4 a body or process that 
stores or dissipates sthg (e g energy); specif hea r sink 
sinkage Aingkij/ n 1 the degree of sinking 2 a sunken area, a 
depression 

•inker Aingka/ n a weight for sinking a fishing line, seme, or sounding 
line [*siNK f *-er] 

'sink ,hoia /-.hohl/ n 1 sink 3a 2 a hollow, esp in a limestone region, 
that communicates with an underground cavern or passage 
■ink in vi 1 to enter a solid through the surface idon’t leave the ink to 
sink in) 2 to become understood 

'•inking .fund Aingking/ n a fund set up and added to for paying off 
the onginal capital sum of a debt when it falls due 
'•ink-.tidy n 1 a small usu tnangular container with a perforated base 
allowing wet kitchen waste to drain mto the sink while retaining the solid 
waste for separate disposal 2 a container for washing-up implements, 
soap, etc kept near the sink 

Sino- /sienoh-/ comb form 1 Chinese nation, people, or culture <Sino- 
phile} 2 Chinese and <Sino-riftera/i> [F, fr LL Smae] 

•inologue Aienalog. 'sina-/ n a sinologist [F, fr LL Sinae, pi. Chinese 
(fr Ok Sinai, fr Ar Sin China) + F -logue] 

■inoiogy /sie'nobji, si-/ n the study of the Chinese and esp of their 
language, literature, history, and culture [prob fr F sinologie, fr sino- + 
-logic -logy] - sinologist n, sinological /-na'lojikl/ adj 
Sino-Tibetan /.sienoh ti'bet(3)n/ad/ or n (of or being) a language family 
comprising Tibeto-Burman and Chinese 
'•inter /'sinto/ n a silica- or calcium-containing deposit formed by the 
evaporation of (hot) spnng water [G, fr OHG sintar slag - more at 
cinder] 

’■inter vb to make into or become a coherent mass by heating without 
melting - sinterability /-ra'bibti/ n 

•inuate /'sin^w.ayt/ adj, esp of a /caf having a wavy edge with strong 
indentations ^ plant (L sinuatus, pp of sinuate to bend, fr sinus 
curve] - sinuately adv 

•inuoua /'sinyoo as/ adj la of or having a serpentine or wavy form, 
winding b lithe, supple ^(dancers with a ^ grace) 2 intricate, tortuous 
argumentation) [L sinuosus, fr sinus] - sinuously adv, sinuousness, 
sinuosity /-'osoti/ n 

•inua /'sienas/ n a cavity, hollow e g a a narrow passage by which pus 
is discharged from a deep abscess or boil b(]) any of several cavities in 
the skull that usu communicate with the nostrils and contain air (2) a 
channel for blood from the veins (3) a wider part in a body duct oi lube 
(e g a blood vessel) c a cleft or indentation between adjoining lobes (e g 
of a leaO [NL. fr L. curve, fold, hollow] 

■inu^iti^ /.siena'sietis/ n inflammation of a nasal sinus [NL] 

.•inu^ vo'no^u^ /vi'nohsas/ n an enlarged pouch that adjoins the heart 
and IS the passage through which blood from the veins enters the heart 
in lower vertebrates and in the embryos of higher vertebrates [NL, venous 
sinus] 

Sion /'sie-an/ n Zion 

Siouan /'sooh-an/ o 1 a language stock of central and eastern N Amenca 
3** LANGUAGE 2 8 Sioux - Siouao adj 

Sioux /sooh/ n, pi Sioux /sooh(7)/ a member of any of the peoples 
speaking Siouan languages [F. short for Nadowessioux, fr Ojibwa 
Nadowdsiw] 

'•ip /sip/ vb -pp- to dnnk (sthg) delicately or a little at a time [ME sippen, 
akin to LG sippen to sip] - sipper n 
’•ip n (a small quantity imbibed by) sipping 

'•iphon, ayphon Aiefan/ n la a tube by which a liquid can be transferred 
up over the wall of a container to a lower level by using atmospheric 
pressure b a bottle for holding carbonated water that is dnven out 
through a tube by the pressure of the carbon dioxide in the bottle, when 
a valve in the tube is opened 2 any of various tubular organs in animals, 
esp molluscs or arthropods [F siphon, fr L siphon-, sipho tube, pipe, 
siphon, fr Gk siphon] 

’•iphon, syphon vt to convey, draw off. or empty (as lO by a siphon vi 
to pass or become conveyed (as iO by a siphon 
•iphonophoro /sie'fonafaw, 'siefo-/ n any of an order of transparent 
free-swimming or floating marine invertebrate animals that live as col- 
onies [deriv of Gk siphon ^ pherdn to carry - more at 'bear] 
■ippot Aipit/ n, chiefly Br a small usu triangular piece of dry toast or 
fried bread used esp as garnish [alter, of sop] 

•ir /sa; strong suh/ n la a man of rank or position b a man entitled to 


be addressed as sir - used as a title before the Chnstian name of a knight 
or baronet 2a - used as a usu respectful form of address to a male b cap 
- used as a conventional form of address at the beginning of a letter [M^ 
fr sj'rc] 

•irdar Auh,dah, ,-'-/ n 1 sby of high rank (e g a hereditary noble or 
military chieQ, esp in India 2 sby holding a position of authonty in India 
[Hindi sardar, fr Per] 

'•ire /sie-s/ n 1 the male parent of a (domestic) animal 2 archaic a a 
father b a male ancestor 3 a man of rank or authonty, esp a lord - used 
formerly as a title and form of address [ME, father, master, fr OF, fr L 
senior older - more at senior] 

’•ire vt 1 to beget - esp with reference to a male domestic animaf 2 to bnng 
into being; onginate 

■iren Aieran/ n 1 often cap any of a group of mythological partly human 
female creatures that lured manners to destruction by their singing 2 a 
dangerously allunng or seductive woman, a temptress 3a an apparatus 
producing musical tones by the rapid interruption of a current of air, 
steam, etc by a perforated rotating disc b a usu electncally operated 
device for producing a penetrating warning sound (an ambulance 
^ ) (air-raid s> [ME, fr MF & L; MF sereine, fr LL sirena, fr L siren, 
fr Gk se/re/j] 

•Irenian /sie'reenyan, -ni-an/ n any of an order of aquatic plant-eating 
mammals including the manatee and dugong [NL Sirenia, order name, 
fr L siren] 

'siren .suit n a one-piece garment like a boiler suit with usu a zip in the 
front from the crotch to the neck edge (fr its being easy to put on when 
an air-raid siren sounded] 

•irioin /'suh.loyn/ n a cut of beef from the upper part of the hind loin 
just in front of the rump meat [alter of earlier surloin, modif of 
MF surlonge, fr sur over (fr L super) + loigne, longe loin - more at 
■over] 

sirocco /si'rokoh/ n, pi siroccos 1 a hot dust-laden wind from the Libyan 
deserts that blows onto the N Mediterranean coast 2 a warm moist 
oppressive southeasterly wind in the same regions [It scirocco, sirocco, 
fr Ar sharq east] 

sirrah also sirra /'sin/ n, obs - used as a form of address implying 
infenonty in the person addressed [alter of sir] 
sirree also siree /sa'rec/ n, NAm sir - used for emphasis, usu afler yes 
or no [by alter ] 

sirup /'strap/ n, NAm (a) syrup - sirupy adj 
sis /sis/ n, chiefly NAm sistfr 1,5- infml; used esp in direct address 
•sis /-sis/ suffix ( ^ n), pi -sea /-seez/ process or action of 
(penstahxs') (analysis) [L, fr Gk, fern suflTix of action] 
sisal Aie^< n (a widely cultivated W Indian agave plant whose leaves 
yield) a stu r.g white fibre used esp for ropes and twine [MexSp, fr Sisal, 
port in Yucatan, Mexico] 

siskin /'siskin/ n a small Old World chiefly greenish and yellowish finch 
related to the goldfinch [G dial, sisschen, dim. of MHGzise siskin, ofSlav 
ongin, akin to Czech cizek siskin] 
sissy /'sissi/ n or adj (a) cissy - sissy adj 

'sister /'sista/ n la a female having the same parents as another person 
(Mary and I are -^s) b half sister 2 oUen cap a a member of a 
women’s religious order, specif (the title given to) a Roman Catholic nun 
b a female icilow member of a Chnstian church 3 a woman related to 
another person by a common tie or interest (e g adherence to feminist 
pnnciples) 4 chiefly Br a female nurse, esp one who is next in rank below 
a nuistng officer and is in charge of a ward or a small department 5 a 
girl, woman - used esp in direct address; infml [ME suster, sister, partly 
fr OE sweosror and partly of Scand ongin; akin to ON systir sister; akin 
to L soror sister] - sisterly adj 

’sister adj related (as lO by sisterhood; essentially similar ships) 
'sisterhood /-hood/ n 1 the relationship between sisters 2 a society of 
women bound by religious vows 

'sister-in-.lew n, pi sisters-in-law 1 the sister of one’s spouse 2 the wife 
of one’s brother 

.sister of 'mercy n a nun engaged in educational or chantable work 
sistrum /'sistram/ n. pi sistnuiis, sistra /"sistra/ an ancient {tercussion 
instrument, used esp in Egypt, with metal rods or loops that jingle when 
shaken [ME, fr L, fr Gk seistron, fr seiein to shake - more at seis- 
mic] 

Sisyphean, Sisyphias /.sisi'fee>an/ adj both endless and fruitless (a 
task) [Sisyphus, mythical king condemned in Hades to roll uphill a heavy 
stone that constantly rolled down again, fr L, fr Gk Sisyphos] 

'•it /sit/ vb -tt-; sat /sat/ w la to rest on the buttocks or haunches <— 
in a chair) b to perch, roost 2 to occupy a place as a member of an official 
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body on the pansJi council^ 3 to be m session for ofTicial business 
<visfred London when Parliament ivss ^ting> 4 to cover eggs for 
hatching 5a to take up a position for bemg photographed or painted b 
to act at a model 6 to he or hang relative to a wearer (^the collar ^s 
awkwardly} 7 to lie. rest <a kettle ~ ting on the stove} 8 to be situated 
<rAe house '^s well back from the road} 9 to remain inactive or unused 
(^the car just ^ s in the garage all day} 10 to take an examination 11 to 
baby-sit ^ vr 1 to cause to be seated; place on or in a seat 2 to sit on (eggs) 
3 to keep one's seat on < ~ a horse} A Brio take part in (an examination) 
as a candidate [ME sitten, fr OE sJttan; akin to OHG sizzen to sit, L 
sedae, Gk hezesthai to sit, hedra seat] - sit oo 1 to repress, squash 2 
to delay action or decision concerning - sit on one*s haiids to fail to take 
action - alt on the fence to adopt a position of neutrality or inde- 
cision 

*tit fl an act or penod of sitting <Aad a long ^ at the station between 
mujis) 

titar /si'tah/ n an Indian lute with a long neck and a varying number of 
strings [Hindi sitar] - sitnrist n 

•It back vi to rehnquish one’s efforts or responsibility (^magistrates who 
sit back and accept police objections - Yorkshire Post} 
sitcom Ait,kom/ n situation comedy [s/ruation comedy] 

*alta /siet/ n la an area of ground that was. is, or will be occupied by a 
structure or set of structures (e g a building, town, or monument) <an 
archaeological ~ > b an area of ground or scene of some specified activity 
(caravan ^ } (battle ^ } (budding ~ > 2 the place, scene, or point of sthg 
(the of the wound} [ME. place, position, fr MF or L; MF, fr L situs, 
fr situs, pp of sinere to leave, place, lay, akin to L serere to sow - more 
at *sow] 

*aita vt to place on a site or in position; locate 
'alt-.in n a continuous occupation of a building by a body of people as a 
protest and means towards forcing compliance with demands 
•it in vi 1 to participate as a visitor or observer - usu + on <sit in on a 
group discussion} 2 to stage a sit-in 

Sitka •prucc /sitka/ ji a tall spruce native to N Amenca [5/(ka, town 
in Alaska] 

•it out vt i to remain until the end of or the departure of <sit the film 
out) 2 to refrain from participating in 

•ittor Alta/ n 1 sby who sits (eg as an artist’s model) 2 a 
baby-sitter 

^•itting /siting/ it 1 a smgle occasion of contmuous sitting (e g for a 
portrait or meal) 2 a batch of eggs for mcubation 3 a session ['sit + 
^-INO] 

‘•itting adj 1 that is sitting (a ^ hen} 2 in office or actual possession 
(the ^ member for Leeds East} - sitting pretty in a highly favourable 
or satisfying position 

.•itting 'duck n an easy or defenceless target for attack, cnticism, or 
exploitation 

'•hting .room n a room, esp in a pnvate house, used for recreation and 
relaxation 

.•itting 'target siniNo duck 

.•itting tenant n, Br a tenant who is at the present time in occupation 
(e g of a house or fiat) 

'•ituate /sityoo,ayt. 'sichoo-, -at/ adj having a site; located - fml [ML 
situatus, pp of situare to place, fr L situs] 

*aituate /sityoo.ayt. 'sichoo-/ vt to place in a site, situation, or category; 
locate 

altuated Aityoo,aytid, 'sichoo-/ adj 1 located 2 supphed to the specified 
extent with money or possessions (comfortably ^>3 being in the 
specified situation (rather awkwardly ^ } 

jitu'ation /3ityoo'aysh(a)n, .sichoo-/ n la the way in which sthg is 
placed in relation to its surrounduigs b a locality (a house in a windswept 
'^} 2 position with respect to conditions and arcumstances (the mditary 
^ remains obscure} 3a the circumstances at a particular moment; esp 
a critical or problematic state of affairs (the ~ called for swift action} 
b a particular (compUcated) state of affairs at a stage in the action of a 
narrative or drama 4 a position of employment; a post - chieffy fml 
(found a MSB gardener} - sitiiational adj 

•ituatlon comedy o a radio or television comedy series that involves 
the same basic cast of characters in a succession of connected or uncon- 
nected episodes 

•it up VI la to rise from a reclining to a sitting position b to sit with the 
back straight 2 to show interest, alertness, or surprise (news that made 
him sit up) 3 to stay up after the usual time for going to bed <sat up to 
watch the late film} 

•ituo /'nttaa/ a the place where sthg exisu or originates; specif the place 


where sthg (eg a right) is held to be located in law [L - more at 
site] 

Sivc, Shiva /s(h)iv3, 's(h)eev3/ n the god of destruction and regeneration 
in the Hindu sacred tnad - compare brahma, vishnu [Skt Stva] 
six /siks/ n 1 — ^ number 2 the sixth in a set or senes (the of 
spades} 3 sthg having 6 parts or members or a denomination of 6. e g a 
a shot in cncket that crosses the boundary before it bounces and so scores 
6 runs b the smallest unit in a cub-scout or brownie- guide pack c pi in 
constr, cap the Common Market countnes before 1973 [ME, fr six, adj, 
fr OE siex; akin to OHG sehs six, L sex, Gk hex] - six adj or pron, sixfold 
adj oradv - at sixes and sevens in disorder, confused, or in a muddle - 
for six so as to be totally wrecked or defeated (trade balance went for six 
- The Economist} 

•ixer Aiksa/ n the leader of a cub-scout or brownie-guide six 

'•ix-,gun n a 6-chambered revolver 

.•ix of the 'beat n, Br a severe beating 

'•ix-.pack n (a container for) 6 bottles or cans bought together 

'•lx-,ahooter n a six-gun 

sixteen /.sik'stecn/ n 1 number 2 pi but sing in constr a book 
format in which a folded sheet forms 16 leaves [ME sixtene, fr OE 
sixtyne, adj, akin to OE tien ten] - sixteen adj or pron, sixteenth adj 
or n 

sixteenth note /si^'teenth/ n, MAm a semiquaver 
sixth /siksth/ n 1 -3" number 2a (the combination of 2 notes at) a 
musical interval of 6 diatonic degrees b the submediant - sixth adj or 
adv, sixthly adv 

'sixth .form n the highest section of a Bntish secondary school - 

sixth-former n 

.sixth 'sense n a keen intuitive power viewed as analogous to the 5 
physical senses 

sixty /'siksti/ n 1 number 2 pi the numbers 60-69, specify range 
of temperatures, ages, or dates in a century charactenred by those 
numbers [ME, fr sixty, adj, fr OE siextig, n, group of sixty, fr siex six + 
-tig group of ten - more at ’-ty] - sixtieth /-ith/ adj or n, sixty adj or 
pron, sixtyfold /-.fohld/ adj or adv 
.Sixty-'nine n I ^^3 number 2 soixante-neuf 
sizable, sizeable /siezabl/ adj fairly large, considerable - sizableness n, 
sizably adv 

sizar /sieu/ n a poor student (e g at Cambndge) who paid lower fees and 
ong acted as a servant to other students in return [sizar alter of sizer, 
fr 'size (in obs sense of fixed portion of food and drink allowed esp to a 
university student)] 

'size /siez/ n la physical magnitude, extent, or bulk; relative or propor- 
tionate dimensions b relative amount or number c bigness (you should 
have seen the ^ of him} 2 any of a senes of graduated measures, esp of 
manufactured articles (eg of clothing), conventionally identified by 
numbers or letters (a ^ 7 hat} 3 the actual state of affairs - infml (that's 
about the of if} [ME sise assize, fr MF, fr OF, short for assise - more 

at assize] 

>8ize vt 1 to make in a particular size (systems to fit anyone’s living 
room} 2 to arrange or grade according to size or bulk 
’size n any of various thick and sticky matenals (e g preparations of glue, 
flour, varnish, or resins) used for filling the pores in surfaces (e g of paper, 
textiles, leather, or plaster) or for applying colour or metal leaf (e g to 
book edges or covers) [ME sise, prob fr MF, setting, fixing, fr OF, 
settlement, assize] 

«size vt to cover, stiffen, or glaze (as lO with size 
’size adj sized 1 - usu in combination (a bite-size biscuit} 
sized fsvtiA/ adj 1 having a specified size or bulk - usu in combination 
<a smallsized house} 2 arranged or graded according to size 
size up vt to form a judgment of 
sizing Aiezmg/ n ’size 

•izzie Aizl/ vi aizzUng Aizling, 'sizl-ing/ to make a hissing sound (as lO 
in frying [perh freq of siss (to hiss), fr ME sissen, of imit ongin] - fizzle 
n, sizzler n 

sizzling /sizling, 'sizl>ing/ adj full of zest or pungency; racy 
sjambok /shambok/ n a whip of rhinoceros hide used esp in S Afnca 
[Afrik, sambok, sjambok, fr Malay cambok large whip, fr Hindi 
cabuk] 

ska /skah/ n popular music of W Indian ongin that is the forerunner of 
and similar to reggae [Jamaican E, of imit origin] 
skald /skawld, skold/ n a poet of ancient Scandinavia; broadly a bard 
[ON skald - more at scold] - skaldlc adj 
'skate /skayt/ n, pi ikate, esp for different types skatei any of numerous 
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rays that have greatly developed pectoral fins and many of which are 
important food fishes [ME scate, fr ON skata] 

’skate n la rolllr skate b ice skate 2 a penod of skating [modif of 
D schaats stilt, skate, fr (assumed) ONF escache stilt; akin to OF eschace 
stilt] 

’skate VI 1 to glide along on skates propelled by the alternate action of 
the legs 2 to glide or slide as if on skates 3 to proceed in a superficial 
manner ^ vt to go along or through (a place) or perform (an action) by 
skating - skater n 

'skate, board /-.bawd/ n a narrow board about 60cm (2ft) long mounted 
on roller-skate wheels - skateboarder n, skateboarding n 
skedaddle /ski'dadl/ w skedaddling /ski'dadling, -'dadl-ing/ to run 
away, specif to disperse rapidly - oflen imper; infml [origin unknown] 
skeet /skeet/ n trapshooting in which clay targets are hurled across the 
shooting range from traps on either side [modif of ON skjota to shoot ~ 
more at ‘sHOor] 

skein /skayn/ n 1 a loosely coiled length of yarn or thread, hank 1 2 
sthg suggesting the twists or coils of a skein, a tangle (unravel the ^ of 
evidence} 3 a flock of wildfowl (e g geese) in flight [ME skeyne, fr MF 
escaigne] 

skeletal /skelitl/ adj of, forming, attached to, or resembling a skeleton 
- skeletally /-tli/ adv 

skeleton /'skelitn/ n 1 a supportive or protective usu ngid structure or 
framework of an organism, esp the bony or more or less cartilaginous 
framework supporting the soft tissues ari^rotecting the internal organs 
of a vertebrate (e g a fish or mammal) anatomy 2 sthg reduced 
to Its bare essentials 3 an emaciated person or animal 4 a basic structural 
framework 5 a secret cause of shame, esp in a family - often in skeleton 
in the cupboard [NL. fr Gk, neut of skeletos dned up, akin to Gk skellein 
to dry up, skleros Hard, uE sceald shallow] - skeleton adj, skeletonize vt, 
skeletonic /.skeli'tonik/ adj 

skeleton key n a key, esp one with most or all of the serrations absent, 
that IS able to open many simple locks 

skelp /skelp/ n, chiefly Scot a slap, spank chiefly infml [ME, fr skelpen 
to stnke, slap, prob of imit origin] - skelp vt 
skep /skep/ n 1 a farm basket used esp in mucking out stables 2 ^ 
beehive (of twisted straw) [ME skeppe basket, basketful, fr OE veppe, 
fr ON skeppa bushel, akin to OE wieppan to form, create more at 
shape] 

skepsis /’skcpsis/ n, chiefly NAm scepsis 

skeptic Akeptik/ n, chiefly NAm a sceptic - skeptical adj, skeptically 
adv, skepticism /-,si/-(a)m/ n 

skerry /'sken/ n a rocky island, a reef [of Scand origin, akin to ON sker 
skerry & to ON ey island, akin to L aqua water - more at ‘scar, 

ISLANU] 

'sketch /skech/ n 1 a preliminary study or draft; esp a rough often 
preliminary drawing representing the chief features of an object or scene 
2 a bncf descnption or outline (jgave a ^ of his personality} 3a a short 
discursive literary composition b a short musical composition, usu for 
piano c a short theatneal piece having a single scene; esp a comic variety 
act [D schets, fr It schirzo, fr schizzare to splash] 

’sketch vt to make a sketch, rough draft, or outline of ^ vi to draw or 
paint a sketch - sketcher n 
'sketch, block /-.blok/ n a sketchbook 

'sketch.book /-.book/ n a book of usu detachable leaves of paper used 
for sketching 

sketchy Akechi/ adj lacking completeness, clanty, or substance; super- 
fiaal, scanty ['sketch f ’-y] - sketchily adv, sketchiness n 
'skew /skyooh/ vj to take an oblique course, twist -- vf 1 to cause to skew 
2 to distort from a true value or symmetneal curve < ed statistical di ' '' 
[ME skewen to escape, skew, fr ONF escuer to shun, of Gmc ongin; akin 
to OHG sciuhen to fnghten off - more at 'shy] 

’skew adj 1 set, placed, or running obliquely 2 more developed on one 
side or in one direction than another; not symmetneal - skewness n 
*skew n a devution from a straight line or symmetneal curve 
'skew.bald /-.bawld/ n or adj (an animal) marked with spots and patches 
of white and another colour, esp not black [skewed (skewbald) + 
bald] 

'skewer Akyooh-a/ n 1 a long pin of wood or metal used chiefly to fasten 
a piece of meat together while roasting or to hold small pieces of food for 
grilling (e g for a kebab) 2 sthg like a meat skewer in form or function 
[alter, of E dial, skiver, of unknown ongin] 

'skewer vt to fasten or pierce (as iO with a skewer 
.ekew-'whiff /wif/ atfj, Br askew - infml ['skew + whiff, vb] 

'•kl /skee/ n, pi tkii la a long narrow strip usu of wood, metal, or plastic 


that curves upwards in front and is typically one of a pair used esp for 
gliding over snow b water ski 2 a runner on a vehicle [Norw. fr ON 
skith stick of wood, ski; akin to OHG skit stick of wood, OE sceadan to 
divide - more at 'shed] 

’ski vb skiing; skied to glide (over) on skis as a way of travelling or as a 
recreation or sport - skiable adj, skier n 
skibob /skee, bob/ n a bicycle-like vehicle with shon skis in place of 
wheels that is used for gliding downhill over snow by a nder weanng 
miniature skis for balance ['ski ^ bob (as in bobsleigh)] - skibobber n, 
skibobbing n 

'skid /skid/ n 1 a plank or log used to support or elevate a structure or 
object 2 a ship's fender 3 a device placed under a wheel to prevent its 
turning or used as a drag 4 the act of skidding, a slide 5 a runner used 
as part of the undercamage of an aircrafl 6 pi a road to defeat or downfall 
- in hit the skids, on the skids, infml [perh of Scand ongin, akin to ON 
skith stick of wood] - skiddy adj 

’skid vb -dd- vt 1 to apply a brake or skid to 2 to haul along, slide, hoist, 
or store on skids ^ vi of a vehicle, wheel, dnver, etc to slip or slide, esp 
out of control - skidder n 

skiddoo /ski'dooh/ vi skiddoot; skiddooing; skiddooed chiefly NAm to 
go away, leave - often imper, infml [prob alter of skedaddle] 

'skid-.lid n, Br a motorcyclist's crash helmet - infml 
'skid, pan /-.pan/ n. chiefly Br a slippery surface on which vehicle dnvers 
may practise the control of skids 

.skid 'row /roh/ n, chiefly NAm a distnet frequented by down-and-outs 
and alcoholics [alter of skid road (road along which logs are skidded, 
part of town frequented by lumbegacks)] 
skiey /skie i/ adj skyey 

skiff /skif/ n a light rowing or sailing boat [MF or Olt, MF esquif, fr 
Olt schifo, of Gmc ongin, abn to OE scip ship] 
skiffle Akifl/ n jazz or folk music played by a group and using 
nonstandard instruments or noisemakers (e g washboards or Jew’s harps) 
[perh imit] 

skilful, NAm chiefly skillM Akilf](a)l/ adj possessing or displaying skill; 
expert - akilfuUy adv 

'ski .lift n a power-dnven conveyer consisting usu of a scn« of bars or 
seats suspended from an endless overhead moving cable and used for 
transporting skiers or sightseers up and down a long slope or mountain- 
side 

skill /skil/ n 1 the ability to utilize one's knowledge effectively and readily 
2 a developed aptitude or ability in a particular field (knitted with 
remarkable > [ME skil, fr ON, distinction, knowledge; akin to OE 
scylian to separate, sciell shell - more at shell] - skill-leas adj 
skilled adj 1 having mastery of or proficiency in sthg (e g a technique or 
trade) 2 of, ^.:mg, or requiring workers with skill and training in a 
particular occupation or craft - compare unskilled, semiskilled 
skillet Akilit/ n 1 chiefly Br a small saucepan usu having 3 or 4 legs and 
used for cooking on the hearth 2 chiefly NAm etlying pan [ME skelet, 
perh fr MF escuelete small platter, dim of escuele platter, deriv of L 
scutella] 

skillion /skilyan/ n. Austr a roof (e g of a lean-to) that slopes m only 1 
direction [alter of E dial skeeling, skilling (outbuildmg attached like a 
lean-to to another), fr ME skelyng] 

'skim /skim/ yb -mm- vt la to clear (a liquid) of floating matter <- 
boiling syrup} b to remove (e g film or scum) from the surface of a liquid 
c to remove cream from by slumming d(l) to remove the best or most 
accessible contents from (2) to remove (the choicest part or members) 
from sthg, cream 2 to read, study, or examine cursorily and rapidly; specif 
to glance through (e g a book) for the chief ideas or the plot 3 to throw 
so as to ricochet along the surface of water 4 to pass swiftly or lightly 
over ^vi 1 to glide lightly or smoothly along or just above a surface 2 
to give a cursory glance or considerauon USE (vt lb A ld(2)) often + 
off [ME skimmen, prob alter of scumen to remove scum from, fr 
.scum] 

’skim n 1 a thin layer, coating, or film 2 the act of skimming 
’skim adj having the cream removed by skimming milk} 
skimmer /skiroa/ n 1 a flat perforated scoop or spoon used for 
skimming 2 any of several long-winged sea birds that feed by flying with 
the elongated lower part of the beak immersed in the sea ['skim 
+ *-er] 

skimming Akiming/ n that which is skimmed from a liquid > usu pi 
with sing, meaning 

skimp /skimp/ vt to give msufticient or barely sufficient attention or 
effort to or money for « vi to save (as iO by skimping sthg [skimp (barely 
sufficient), perh alter, of aenmp (scanty)] 
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skimpy Akimpi/ adj inadequate in quality, size, etc; scanty <a « meat} 

- skimpily adv, skimpiness n 

'skin /skin/ n la the external covering of an animal (e g a fur-bearing 
mammal or a bird) separated from the body, usu with its hair or feathers, 
pelt b(l) the pelt of an animal prepared for use as a trimming or in a 
garment </f took 40 to make the coat} - compare 'hide (2) a 
container (e g for wine or water) made of animal skin 2a the external 
limiting_jayer of an animal body, esp when forming a tough but flexible 
cover NERVE b any of various outer or surface layers (e g a rind, 
husk, or film) <a sausage ^ ) 3 the life or welfare of a person - esp in 
save one's skin 4 a sheathing or casing forming the outside surface of a 
ship, aircraft, etc [ME, fr ON skinn\ akin to OE scinn skin, MHG schint 
fruit peel, W ysgythru to cut] - skinless adj - by the skin of one's teeth 
by a very narrow margin - under the skin beneath apparent or surface 
differences; fundamentally 

^kin vb -nn- vt la to cover (as lO with skin b to heal over with skin 2a 
to strip, scrape, or rub away an outer covering (e g the skin or nnd) of 
b to strip or peel off like skin the insulation from the wire} c to cut. 
graze, or damage the surface of </e// and ^ ned his knee} 3 to strip of 
money or property; fleece - infml ^ vi to become covered (as lO with skin 

- usu + over <rAe wound had ~ ned over within a week} 

.skin-'deep adj 1 as deep as the skin 2 superficial (beauty is 

only -> 

'•kin .diving n swimming under water with a face mask and flippers and 
sometimes with an aqualung - skin diver n 

'•kin effect n an effect characteristic of the distribution of an electneal 
current in a conductor at high frequencies by virtue of which most of the 
current passes through the surface of the conductor rather than in its 
mtenor 

'•kin .flick o a film charactenzed by nudity and explicit sexual situations 
> infml 

'•kin.flint /-, flint/ n a miser, niggard [^skin + flint] 

'•kin.f III /*jn(a)l/ n an ample or satisfying quantity, esp of alcoholic dnnk 

- infml 

'•kin .genie n. NAm a swindling game or tnck ['sk/n] 

'•kin .graft n a piece of skm that is taken from one area to replace skin 
in a defective or damaged area - akin grafting n 
'•kin,heed /-.hed/ n 1 a person whose hair is cut very short 2 any of 
a group of young Bntish people with very short hair and a distinctive way 
of dressing 

•kink /skingk/ n any of a family of mostly small lizards that have small 
scales [L scincus, fr Gk skinkos] 

•kinned /skind/ adj having slun, esp of a specified kind - usu in 
combination (dark-skinned} 

•kinner Akina/ n one who deals in skins, pelts, or hides 
•kinny /’slum/ adj very thin; lean, emaciated - infml ['skin + '-y] - 

sldnninefs n 

•kint /skint/ adj, Br penniless - infml [alter of skinned, pp of ^ik/n] 
.•kintight / •'tiet/ adj extremely closely fitted to the body <'- jeans} 
'•kip /skip/ vb -pp* VI la(l) to move or proceed with light leaps and 
bounds; gambol (2) to swing a rope round the body from head to toe, 
making a small jump each time it passes beneath the feet b to rebound 
from one point or thing after another, ncochet 2 to leave hurriedly or 
secretly; abscond <'>'ped out without paying his bill} 3 to pass over or 
omit an interval, section, or step (the story ^ s^to the present day} ^ vt 
1 to leave out (a step in a progression or series), omit 2 to cause to ncochet 
across a surface; skim < ~ a stone over a pond} 3 to fail to attend (decided 
to ^ church that Sunday} 4 chiefly NAm to depart from quickly dhd 
secretly <~ped town} - infml [ME skippen, perh of Scand ongin; akin 
to Sw dud skopa to hop] 

^•kip n 1 a light bounding step or gait 2 an act of omission (eg in 
reading) 

Hkip n the captain of a side in some games (e g curling or bowls) [short 
for ^skipper] 

*pklpn 1 SKEP 1 2 a bucket or cage for carrying men and matenals (e g 
in mining or quarrying) 3 a large open container for waste or rubble 
[alter, of skep] 

'•kip.Jack Ajak/n, pf skipjacks click beetle ['sk/p + jack; fr its habit 
of suddenly springing into the air] 

'•kipper Akipo/ n any of numerous small butterflies that differ from the 
typical butteiflies in the arrangement of the veins in the wings and the 
form of the antennae [‘skip + '-er] 

*ftkipper n 1 the master of a fishing, small trading, or pleasure boat 2 the 
aiaptain or first pilot of an aircraft 3 JBr the captain of a sports team USE 


(2AJ) infml [ME, fr MD schipper, fr schip ship; akin to OE scip ship - 
more at ship] 

*akipper vr to act as skipper of (e g a boat) 

'•kipping-, rope /'skiping/ n a length of rope that is rotated over the 
head and jumped over as it passes under the feet as an exercise or 
game 

•kirl /skuhl/ vi or n (to emit) the high shrill sound of a bagpipe [vb ME 
(Sc) sknllen, skirlen, of Scand ongin; akin to OSw skraella to rattle; akin 
to OE scrallettan to sound loudly; n fr vb] 

'•kirmi^h /'skuhmish/ n 1 a minor or irregular fight in war, usu between 
small outlying detachments 2 a brief preliminary conflict; broadly any 
minor or petty dispute [ME skyrmissh, alter of skamnsh, fr MF 
escarmouche, fr Olt scaramuccia, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG skirmen 
to defend] 

'•kirmi^h vi to engage in a skirmish - skirmisher n 
•kirr /skuh/ vi to move rapidly, esp with a whimng or grating sound 
(birds ^ed off from the bushes - D H Lawrence) [perh alter of 
'scour] 

'•kirt /skuht/ n la(l) a free-hanging pan of a garment (eg a coal) 
extending from the waist down (2) a garment or undergarment wom^y 
women and girls that hangs from and fits closely round the waist 
GARMENT b either of 2 usu leather flaps on a saddle covenng the bars on 
which the stirrups are hung c a flexible wall containing the air cushion 
of a hovercraft 2 the borders or outer edge of an area or group - often 
pi with sing meaning 3 a part or attachment serving as a nm, border, 
or edging 4 Br any of various usu membranous and gristly cuts of beef 
from the flank 5 a girl, woman ~ slang [ME, fr ON skyrta shirt, kirtle 
- more at shirt] - skirted adj 

^•kirt vt 1 to extend along or form the border or edge of. border 2 to 
provide a skirt for 3 to go or pass round, specif \o avoid through fear of 
difficulty, danger, or dispute <'^ed the minefield} (^ed the crucial 
issues} -- VI to be, lie, or move along an edge, border, or margin ( ~ round 
the coast} - skirter n 

skirting Akuhting/ n fabnc suitable for skirts [‘skirt 4 ‘-inu] 
'•kilting ,board n, Br a board, esp with decorative moulding, that is 
fixed to the base of a wall and that covers the joint of the wall and 
floor 

'•ki .run /skee/ n a slope or trail for skiing 

skit /skit/ n a satirical or humorous story or sketch (did a ^ on Queen 
Victoria} [ongin unknown] 

'•kits /skict/ VI, Austr & NZ to brag, boast - infml [perh fr E dial skite 
(to defecate), fr ME skyten, fr ON skita] 

skittsr Akita/ vi la to glide or skip lightly or swiftly b to skim along 
a surface 2 to twitch a fishing lure or baited hook through or along the 
surface ofwater^vr to cause to skitter [probfreqof Edial skite (to move 
quickly), prob of Scand origin] - skitter n 

skittish Akitish/ adj la lively or frisky in behaviour, capacious b 
vanable, fickle 2 easily fnghtened; restive (a — horse} [ME] - skittishly 
adv, sldttishness n 

skittle /'skitl/ n I pi but sing in constr any of vanous bowling games 
played with 9 pins and wooden balls or discs 2 a pm used in skittles [perh 
of Scand origin; akin to ON skuUll bolt - more at shuttle] 
skittle out vr to dismiss (a batting side in cnckct) for a low score 
skive /skiev/ vt to cut off (e g leather or rubber) in thin layers or pieces, 
pare ~ vi , Br to evade one’s work or duty, esp out of laziness; shirk - often 
+ off, infml [of Scand ongin; akin to ON skifa to slice; akin to OE 
sceadan to divide - more at 'shed] 

skiver Akieva/ n 1 a thin soft leather made from a split sheepskin 2 Br 
sby who skives off - infml 

'skivvy Akivi/ n, Br a female domestic servant [ongin unknown] 
’ykiwy vi. Br to perform menial domestic taski; act as a skivvy 
skoal /skohl/ n cheers, health - usu used inteijeCtionally as a toast [Dan 
skaal, lit., cup; akin to ON skal bowl - more at 'scale] 
skolly Akoli/ n, chiefly SAfr a young non-white thug [Afnk, prob fr D 
schoelje rogue, rascal] 

skua Alryooho/ n any of several large dark-coloured seabirds of north- 
ern and southern seas that tend to harass weaker birds until they drop or 
disgorge the flsh they have caught [NL, fr Faeroese skugvur, akin to ON 
skufr tassel, skua, OE sceaf sheaf - more at sheaf] 

•kulduggarVt fkuUduggery /skul'dugari/ n devious tnckery; esp under- 
hand or unscrupulous behaviour [alter, of earlier sculduddery (gross or 
lewd conduct), of unknown origin] 

skulk /skulk/ vr 1 to move m a stealthy or furtive manner; slink 2 to 
hide or conceal oneself, esp out of cowardice or fear or for a sinister 
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purpose; lurk [ME skulken, of Scand origin; akin to Dan skulkc to shirk, 
play truant] - skulker n 

skull /skul/ n 1 the skeleton of the head of a vertebrate animal forming 
a bony or cartilaginous case that encloses and protects the brain and chief 
sense organs and supports the jaws anatomy 2 the seat of under- 
standing or intelligence; the brain - usu derog (^ct that fact into your 
thick ^ f) [ME skulle, of Scand ongin; akin to Sw skuJIe skull] - skulled 
ad) 

.skull and 'crossbones /'kros.bohnz/ n, pi skulls and crossbones a 
representation of a human skull over crossbones, usu used as a warning 
of danger to life 

'skull, cap /-,kap/ n 1 a closely fitting cap; esp a light bnmiess cap for 
indoor wear 2 any of vanous plants having a helmet-shaped calyx 
skunk /skungk/ n, pi skunks, esp collectively skunk la any of vanous 
common black-and-white New World mammals that have a pair of anal 
glands from which a foul-smelling secretion is ejected offence b 
the fur of a skunk 2 a thoroughly obnoxious person - infml [of 
Algonquian ongin, akin to Abnaki segakw skunk] 

'sky /skie/ n 1 the upper atmosphere when seen as an apparent great vault 
over the earth, the firmament, heavens 2 hfavfn 2 3a weather as 
manifested by the condition of the sky <a clear ^ > b climate [ME, cloud, 
sky. fr ON sky cloud, akin to OE sceo cloud, L cutis skin - more at 
‘hide] 

‘sky vt skied, skyed chiefly Br to throw, toss, or hit (e g a ball) high in the 
air 

.sky 'blue adj or n (oO the light blue colour of the sky on a clear day 
'sky.diving /-.dievmg/ n jumping from an aeroplane and executing body 
manoeuvres while in free-fall before pulling the np cord of a parachute 

- sky diver n 

,Skye 'terrier /skie/ n (any oO a Scottish breed of shon-leggcd temers 
[Skye, island of Inner Hebrides, Scotland] 
skyey, akiey /’skic i/ adj of the sky, ethereal 

,sky-'high adv or adj la very high b to a high level or degree <j)nces rose 
■^ > 2 to bits, apart - in blow sthg sky-high 
'sky, jack /-, )ak/vr to hijack (an aircraft) [sJtj' ♦ -jack (as in hijack)] - 

skyjacker n 

''sky.lark /-.lahk/ n a common largely brown Old World lark noted for 
Its song, esp as uttered in vertical flight or while hovenng 
‘skylark vi to act in a high-spinted or mischievous manner, frolic - 
skylarker n 

'sky.light /-,liet/ n 1 the diffused and reflected light of the sky 2 a 
window or group of windows in a roof or ceiling 
'sky.line /-,lien/ n 1 the apparent juncture of earth and sky, the honzon 
2 an outline (e g of buildings or a mountain range) against the background 
of the sky 

''sky.rockat /-.rokii/ n ^rixket la 

‘skyrocket w to shoot up abruptly (^shares in copper are ing) 
skysail Akie,sayl, -si/ n a sail set above the royal sail on a mast 
'sky.scape /-.skayp/ n an expanse of sky, esp as depicted by an artist 
'sky .scraper /-.skraypa/ n a many-storeyed building, esp one containing 
offices 

'skywards /-woodz/ adv towards the sky, also upwards 
'sky.way /-.way/ n a route used by aircrafi 

'sky.writing /-.neting/ n (the formation oQ wnting in the sky by means 
of a visible .substance (e g smoke) emitted from an aircraft 
slab /slab/ n a thick flat usu large plate or slice (e g of stone, wood, or 
bread) [ME slabbe] 

'slack /slak/a<(( 1 msufficiently prompt, diligent, or careful, negligent 2a 
characterized by slowness, indolence, or languor <a ^ pace} b oTude 
flowing slowly; sluggish 3a not taut; relaxed <a ^ ropey b lacking in 
usual or normal firmness and steadiness, lax muscles} super- 
vision} 4 wanting in activity <a ^ market} [ME slak, fr OE sleac, akin 
to OHG slab slack, L laxus slack, loose, languere to languish, Gk legem 
to stop] ~ slackly adv, slackness n 

‘slack vt la to be sluggish or negligent in performing or doing b to lessen, 
moderate <'^ed his pace as the sun grew hot} 2 to release tension m, 
loosen 3a to cause to abate or moderate b slake 2 ~ w 1 to be or become 
slack (pur enthusiasm ed off} 2 to shirk or evade work or duly - 

slacker n 

■slack ii 1 cessation in movement or flow; specif slack wafer 2 a part 
of sthg (e g a sail or a rope) that hangs loose without strain 3 pi trousers, 
esp for casual wear 4 a lull or decrease in activity; a dull season or 
period 

^lack n the finest particles of coal produced at a mine [ME sleek] 


slacken /'slakan/ vb 1 to make or become less active, rapid, or intense 
- often f o/T 2 to make or become slack 

slack water n the penod at the turn of the tide when there is no 
apparent tidal motion 

slag /slag/ n 1 waste matter from the smelting of metal ores, dross 2 the 
rough cindery lava from a volcano 3 Br a dirty slovenly (immoral) 
woman - slang [MLG slagge] 
slain /slayn/ past part of slay 

slake /slayk/ vt 1 to satisfy, quench your thirst} 2 to cause (e g lime) 

to heat and crumble by treatment with water [ME slaken to abate, allay, 
loosen, fr OE slacian to slacken, fr sleac slack] 
slalom /'slahbm/ n a skiing or canoeing race against time on a zigzag 
or wavy course between obstacles [Norw, lit , sloping track] 

'slam /slam/ n grand slam [ongin unknown] 

‘slam n a banging noise; esp one made by a door [prob of Scand ongin, 
akin to Icel shtma to slam] 

■slam vb -mm- vt 1 to stnkc or beat vigorously, knock <- med him about 
the head with a book} 2 to shut forcibly and noisily, bang 3a to put or 
throw down noisily and violently <^med his books on the table and 
stomped out} b to force into sudden and violent action < o/i the brakes} 
4 to cnticize harshly - infml vi 1 to make a banging noise (the door 
~ med to behind him} 2 to move violently or angnly (he ^ med out of 
hts office} - infml 

'slander /'slahnds/ n 1 the utterance of false charges which do damage 
to another's reputation 2 a false defamatory oral statement - compare 
LIBEL [ME sclaundre, slaundre, fr OF esclandre, fr LL scandaJum stum- 
bling block, offence - more at scandal] - slanderous Alahnd(3)r3s/ adj, 
slanderously adv, slanderousness n 
‘slander vt to utter slander against ~ slanderer n 
'slang /slang/ n 1 language peculiar to a particular group e g a argot 
b JARGON 2 2 informal usu spoken vocabulary that is composed typically 
of coinages, novel senses of words, and picturesque figures of speech 
[ongin unknown] ~ slang adj, slangy adj 
‘slang vt to abuse with harsh or coarse language (the two drivers are ing 
each other - Punch} -- w to use harsh or vulgar abuse 
'slanging .match Alang ing/ n, chiefly Br a usu futile bout of abuse 
between 2 or more opposed parties - infml 
'slant /slahnt/ vi 1 to turn or incline from a honzontal or vertical line 
or a level 2 to take a diagonal course, direction, or path ^ vf 1 to give 
an oblique or sloping direction to 2 to interpret or present in accord with 
a particular interest, bias (stones -^ed towards youth} [ME slenten to 
fail obliquely, of Scand ongin, akin to Sw slinta to slide, akin to OE slidan 
to slide] - slantingly adv 

‘slant n 1 a slanting direction, line, or plane, a slope (placed the mirror 
at a '-'} 2 SOLIDUS 2 3a a particular or personal point of view, attitude, 
or opinion b an unfair bias or distortion (e g in a piece of writing) - slant 
adj, slantways /-wayz/ adv, slantwise /-wiez/ adv or adj 
'slant .height n the length of a line from the penmeter of the base to 
the vertex of a cone 

'slap /slap/ n a quick sharp blow, esp with the open hand [LG s/app, of 
imit ongin] - slap in the Ikc a rebuff, insult 
‘slap vt -pp- 1 to stnke sharply (as lO with the open hand 2 to put, place, 
or throw with careless haste or force paint on a wall} 

■slap adv directly, smack (landed ^ on top of a holly bush} [prob fr LG 
slapp, fr slapp, n] 

.slap and 'tickle n playful lovemaking - infml; humor 
.slap-'bang adv 1 m a highly abrupt or forceful manner 2 precisely 
in the middle} USE infml 
'slap,dash /-.dash/ adj haphazard, slipshod 

slap down vt to restrain or quash the initiative of rudely or force- 
fully 

'slap,happy /-.hapi/ adj 1 punch-drunk 2 irresponsibly casual (the 
state of our democracies - Alistair Cooke) 3 buoyantly carefree; 
happy-go-lucky 

'slap.stick /-.stik/ n 1 a wooden device that makes a loud noise when 
used by an actor to stnke sby 2 comedy stressing farce and horseplay; 
knockabout comedy - slapstick adj 

'slap-,up adj, chiefly Br marked by Lavish consumption or luxury - infml 
(a - Chnstmas nosh - Sunday Mirror} 

'slash /slash/ vt la to cut with violent usu random sweeping strokes b 
to make (one's way) (as lO by cutting down obstacles 2 ij^sh I htm 
with bndle reins - Sir Walter Scott) 3 to cut slits in (e g a garment) so 
as to reveal an underlying fabric or colour 4 to cntictze cuttingly 5 to 
reduce drastically, cut ~ vi 1 to cut or hit recklessly or savagely 2 esp 
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of run to fall hard and slantingly [ME sJsschen, prob fr MF estachier to 
break] - iluber n 

’slash n 1 the act of slashing; also a long cut or stroke made (as iO by 
slashing 2 an ornamental sht in a garment 3 chiefly Br an act of unnatmg 
- vulg 

slashing Alashing/ adj 1 incisively satincal or critical 2 driving, pelting 
(journeyed through ^ rainy - alashingly adv 
'slat Mat/ n la thin narrow flat stnp, esp of wood or meul (e g a lath, 
louvre, or stave) 2 'sixrr la [ME, slate, fr MF esclat splinter, fr OF. fr 
esclater to burst, splinter] - slat adj 
’slat vt -tt* to make or equip with slats 

'slata /slayt/ n 1 a piece of slate rock used as roofing material 2 a 
rine>grained metamorphic rock consisting of compressed clay, shale, etc 
and easily split into (thin) layers 3 a tablet of matenal. esp slate, used for 
writing on 4 dark bluish or greenish grey S NAm a list of candidates for 
nomination or election [ME, fr MF esclat splinter] - slate adj, slatelike 
adj, slaty a^j 

’slatavf 1 to cover with slate a roofy 2 NAm to designate for action 
or appointment 

vt, chiefly Br to cnticizc or censure severely - infml [prob alter, of 
slat (to hurl or throw smartly), prob of Scand origin; akin to ON sletta 
to slap, throw] 

slatar /'slayta/ n 1 a woodlouse 2 any of various manne crustaceans 
['slate; fr its colour] 

slathar /'sladha/ n, chiefly NAm a great quantity - usu pi with sing, 
meaning; infml [origin unknown] 

slattarn /'slatan/ n an untidy slovenly woman; a slut [prob fr G 
schlottem to hang loosely, slouch; akin to D slodderen to hang loosely. 
slodder slut] 

'alattarnly /-li/ adj 1 untidy and dirty through persistent neglect; also 
careless, disofderly 2 (characteristic) of a slut - slatternliness n 
'slaughter Alawta/ n 1 the act of killing; specif the butchenng of 
livestock for market 2 killing of many people (e g in battle); carnage 
[ME, of Scand origin; akin to ON slatra to slaughter; akin to OE sleaht 
slaughter, slean to slay - more at slay] 

’alaughtar vt l to kiU (animals) for focxi 2 to kill violently or in large 
numben - slaughterer n 

'alaughtar.houaa /-.hows/ n an establishment where animals are killed 
for food 

Slav /slahv/ n one who speaks a Slavomc language as his/her native 
tongue [ME Sclav, fr ML Sclavus, fr LGk Sklabos, fr Sklabenoi Slavs, 
of Slav origin; akin to OSlav Slovine, a Slavonic peoplb in N Greece] 
'slava /slayv/ n 1 sby held in servitude as the property of another 2 sby 
who is dominated by a specified thing or person <a ^ to dnnky 3 a device 
whose actions are controlled by and often mimic those of another 4 a 
drudge (women who are merely kitchen ~ s> [ME sclave, fr OF or ML; 
OF esclave, fr ML sclavus, fr Sclavus Slav; fr the reduction to slavery of 
many Slavonic peoples of central Europe] - slave adj 
’•lave vi l to work like a slave; toil 2 to traffic in slaves 
'•lav# .driver n 1 an overseer of slaves 2 a harsh taskmaster 
'•lever Alava/ vi to drool, slobber [ME slaveren, of Scand origin, akin 
to ON slafra to slaver; akin to MD slabben to slaver, L labi to slip - more 
at sleep] 

’elever /'slayva/ n 1 sby engaged in the slave trade 2 a ship used in the 
slave trade 

elevery Alayv(a)ri/ n 1 drudgery, toil 2a the state of being a slave b 
the practice of owning slaves 

'sieve .Stete n a state of the USA in which Negro slavery was legal until 
the American Civil War 

'eleve .trede n traffic in slaves; esp the transportation of Negroes to 
America for profit 

Slevic Alahvik, 'slavik/ adj or n Slavonic - Slavicist Avisist/ n, 

Slavist n 

elevieh Alayvish/ adj 1 (characteristic) of a slave; esp ab>ectly servile 
2 obsequiously imitative; devoid of onginality 3 archaic despicable, base 

> afaivlshly adv, slavIshiiMs n 

'Slevonlen /sb'vohnyan, -ni-an/ n Slovene lb [Slavonia, region of SE 
Europe, fr ML Sdavoma, Slavonia land of the Slavs, fr Sclavus Slav] 
*8levonlen adj Slovene 

'Stavcmic /sb'vonik/ adj (characteristic) of the Slavs [NL slavonhus, fr 
ML Sdavonia, Slavonia] 

’Slavonic n a branch of the Indo-European language family containing 
Bydomssian, Bulgarian, Czech, Polish, Serbo-Croatian, Slovene, 
Rossiaii, and Ukrainian 


Slavophil /'slahvafil, 'slava-/ , Slavophile /-flel/ n, often cap a foreign 
admirer of the Slavs 

slay /slay/ vt slew /slooh/; slain /slayn/ 1 to kill violently or with great 
bloodshed; slaughter 2 to affect overpowenngly (e g with awe or delight); 
overwhelm - infml [ME slen, fr OE slean to stnke, slay, akin to OHG 
slahan to stnke, Mir slacun 1 beat] - slayer n 
alaazy /*sleezi/ adj squalid and disreputable [ongm unknown] - sleazi- 
ness A 

'sled /sled/ a, chiefly NAm Pledge [ME sledde, fr MD, akin to OE 
slidan to slide] 

’sled vb -dd- chiefly NAm to sledge - sledder n 
'sledge /slej/ n a sledgehammer [ME slegge, fr OE slecg, akin to ON 
sleggfa sledgehammer, OE s/ma to stnke - more at slay] 

’sledge A 1 a vehicle with runners that is pulled by reindeer, horses, dogs, 
etc and is used esp over snow or ice 2 ffr a toboggan [D dial, sleedse, 
akin to MD sledde sled] 

’sledge vb, chidly Br vi to nde or be conveyed in a sledge v/ to transport 

on a sledge 

'sledge.hemmer /-.hama/ a a large heavy hammer that is wielded with 
both hands ['sledge] 

'sledge-, hammer adj clumsy, heavy-handed <a - package of spending 
cutsy 

'sleek /sleek/ vt to slick [ME sicken, alter of shken] 

’sleek adj la smooth and glossy as if polished ( dark hairy b having 
a smooth well-groomed look (a ^ car) c having a well fed or flounshing 
appearance 2 excessively or artfully suave; ingratiating 3 elegant, stylish 
[alter, of ^shck] - sleeken vt, sleekly adv, sleekness n 
sleekit Aleekit/ adj, chiefly Scot craffy, sly [Sc, fr pp of 'sleek] 
'sleep /sleep/ n 1 the natural penodic suspension of consciousnes.s that 
is essential for the physical and mental well-being of higher animals 2 a 
sleeplike state e g a torpor b a state marked by a diminution of feeling 
followed by tingling (his foot went ro ->- ) c the state of an animal dunng 
hibernation d death - euph (put a cat to ^y 3 a penod spent sleeping 
(need a good long - > [ME slepe, fr OE s/arp, akin to OHG slaf sleep, 
L labi to slip, slide] -- slceplike adj 

’slssp vb slept /slept/ vi 1 to rest in a state of sleep 2 to be in a state (e g 
of quiescence or death) resembling sleep 3 to have sexual relations - » 
with or together, infml — vr 1 to get nd of or spend m sleep away 
the hoursy(^ off a headachey 2 to provide sleeping^ommodation for 
(the boat 6y 3 to be slumbcnng in <slcpt the sleep of the Jeady - 
poetic - sleep on to consider (sthg) fully before discussing again the next 
ilay - sleep rough sleep out 1 
sleep around vr to be sexually promiscuous - infml 
sleeper Alccpo/ a l a timber, concrete, or steel transverse support to 
which railway rails are fixed 2 sleeping car 3 a nng or stud worn in 
a pierced ear to keep the hole open 4 chiefly NAm sby or sthg unpromis- 
ing or unnoticed that suddenly attains prominence or value - infml 
[‘sleep -t- '-er] 

sleep in vi 1 live in 2 to sleep late, either intentionally or acciden- 
tally 

'sleeping ,bag Aleeping/ a a large thick envelope or bag of warm 
matenal for sleeping in esp when camping 

'sleeping ,car a a railway carriage divided into compartments having 
berths for sleeping 

.sleeping 'partner a a panner who takes no active part or an unknown 
part in the running of a firm's bu.siness 
'sleeping ,pill a a drug in the form of a tablet or capsule that is taken 
to induce sleep 

'sleeping .sickness a a senous disease that is prevalent in much of 
tropical Afnca, is marked by fever and protracted lethargy, and is caused 
by cither of 2 trypanosomes and transmitted by tsktse flies 
'sleepless /-lis/ adj 1 not able to sleep 2 unceaingiy active - slcep- 
Ifluly adv, sleepleanieM n 
sleep out vi l to sleqi out of doors 2 live out 
'sleep, walker /-.wawka/ n a somnambulist - sliepwalk vr 
sleepy /'sleep!/ adj la ready to fall asleep b (characteristic) of sleep 2 
lacking alertness; sluggish, lethargic 3 sleep-inducing - sleepily adv, 
sleepiseM a 

'sleepy,heod /-.hed/ a a sleepy person - humor 
'sleet /sleet/ a precipitation in the form of partly frozen rain, or snow and 
rain falling together [ME sletc, akin to MHO sloz hailstone, ME sloor 
mud - more at ‘slur) - sleety adj 
’sleet vi to send down sleet 

sleeve /sleev/ a 1 a part of a garment covenng the arm 2 a tubular 
machine part designed to fit over another part 3 a paper or often highly 
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distinctive cardboard covenng that protects a gramophone record when 
not in use [ME sieve, fr OE sliefc, akin to OE slefan to slip (clothes) on. 
sJupan to slip, OHG sJiofan, L lubncus slippery] - sleeved adj, sleeveless 
adj - up one's sleeve held secretly in reserve 
siMving Aleevmg/ n the covenng of an insulated electnc cable 
'sleigh /slay/ n 'sledge 1 [D slee, alter of sledc, akin to MD sJedde 
sled] 

Sleigh vi to drive or travel in a sleigh 

'sleigh .bell n any of vanous bells attached to (the harness of a horse 
drawing) a sleigh 

sleight /sliet/ n. archaic deceitful craftiness, also a stratagem [ME, fr 
ON slcegth, fr slcegr sly - more at sly] 

.sleight of 'hend n 1 manual skill and dextenty in conjunng or juggling 

2 adroitness in deception 

slender Alenda/ adj la gracefully slim b small or narrow in circumfer- 
ence or width in proportion to length or height 2a flimsy, tenuous <a ^ 
hope) b limited or inadequate in amount, meagre <a man of ~ means) 
[ME sclendre, slendre] - slenderly adv, slenderness n 
sleuth /sloohth/ vi or n (to act as) a detective - infml [n short for 
sleuthhound, vb fr n] 

'sleuth.hound /-.hownd/ n 1 a bloodhound 2 a detective [ME, fr 
sleuth track of an animal or person (fr ON sloth) ^ hound] 

'S .level /es/ n scholarship level 
'slew /slooh/ past of si ay 

^slew vt to turn or twist (sthg) about a fixed point that is usu the axis ^ vi 
1 to turn, twist, or swing about 2 to skid [origin unknown] ~ slew n 
’slew n, NAm a large number or quantity - inf^ml [IrGael sluagh] 
'slice /slies/ /i la a thin broad flat piece cut from a usu larger whole <a 
- of ham) b a wsdge Stiaijcd piece (e g of pie or cake) 2 an implement 
with a broad blade used for lifting, turning, or serving food (a fish 

3 (a flight oO a ball that deviates from a straight course in the direction 
of the dominant hand of the player propelling it - compare hook 4a a 
portion, share <a -- of the profits) b a part or section detached from a 
larger whole <a sizable of the public - Punch) [ME, fr MF esclice 
splinter, fr OF, fr eschaer to splinter, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG sltzan 
to tear apart - more at slit] 

’slics vt 1 to cut through (as lO with a knife a melon in 2) 2 to cut 
into slices <^d bread) 3 to hit (a ball) so that a slice results vi to slice 
sthg - sliceabic adj, slicer n 

'slick /silk/ vt to make sleek or smooth [ME shken\ akin to OHG slihhan 
to glide, Gk leios smooth] 

’slick adj 1 superficially plausible, glib 2a charactenzed by suave or wily 
cleverness b deft, skilful goal-keeping) 2 of a tyre having no tread 

4 chiefly NAm smooth, slippery - slickly adv, slickness n 
’slick n (a patch of water covered with) a smooth film of crude oil 

slickensids Alikansied/ n a smooth often scratched or grooved surface 
on rock, produced by movement of one surface over another - usu pi with 
sing meaning [E dial sheken smooth (alter of E ‘slick) + E side] 
slicker Alika/ n, NAm an artful crook; a swindler - infml [slick (to 
defraud cleverly), fr ‘slick] 

'slide /shed/ vb slid /slid/ vi la to move in continuous contact with a 
smooth surface b to glide over snow or ice (e g on a toboggan) 2 to slip 
or fall by loss of grip or footing 3 to pass quietly and unobtrusively; steal 
4 to take an undirected course, drift <fer his affairs ^ > 5 to pass by 
smooth or im^ierceptible gradations (.the economy slid from recession to 
depression) '^vt 1 to cause to glide or slip 2 to place or introduce 
unobtrusively or stealthily <slid the bill into his hand) [ME sliden, fr OE 
' sltdan\ akin to MHG siiten to slide, Gk leios smooth - more at 'lime] - 
slider n 

’slide n la an act or instance of sliding b a portamento 2 a slidmg part 
or mechanism: e g a a U-shaped section of tube in the trombone that is 
pushed out and in to produce notes of different pitch b a moving piece 
of a mechanism that is guided by a part along which it slides 3 a landslide, 
avalanche 4a(l) a track or slope suitable for sliding or tobogganing (2) 
a chute with a slippery surface down which children slide in play b a 
channel or trdek down or along which sthg is slid 5a a flat piece of glass 
on which an object is mounted for examination using a light microscope 
b a photographic transparency on a small plate or film suitably mounted 
for projection television 6 Bra hair-slide 
'slid# .rule n an instrument consisting in its simple form of a ruler with 
a central slide both of which are graduated in such a way that the addition 
of lengths corresponds to the multiplication of numbers 
'tilde .valve n a valve that opens and closes a passageway by sliding over 
a hole 


sliding scale Aliedmg/ n a flexible scale (eg of fees or subsidies) 
adjusted to the needs or income of individuals 
'slight /sliet/ adj la having a slim or frail build b lacking strength or 
bulk; flimsy c trivial d not senous or involving risk; minor (caught a 
chilf) 2 small of its kind or in amount; scanty, meagre [ME, smooth, 
slight, prob fr MD slicht\ akin to OHG slihhan to glide - more at slick] 

- slightly adv, slightness n 

’slight vt 1 to treat as slight or unimportant ed my efforts at reform) 

2 to treat with disdain or pointed indiflercnce; snub 3 NAm to perform 
or attend to carelessly or inadequately 
’slight n 1 an act of slighting 2 a humiliating affront 
slighting /'slieting/ adj charactenzed by disregard or disrespect, dis- 
paraging (a ^ remark) - slightingly adv 
Silly /'shell/ adv slyly 

'slim /slim/ adj -mm- 1 of small or narrow circumference or width, esp 
m proportion to length or height 2 slender in build 3 scanty, slight (a 
chance of success) [D, bad, infenor, fr MD slunp crooked, bad; akin 
to MHG slimp awry] - slimiy adv, slimness n 
’slim vb -mm- vt to cause to be or appear slender (a style that ^ s the waist) 
^ VI to become thinner (e g by dietmg) 

'slime /sliem/ n 1 soft moist soil or clay; esp viscous mud 2 a viscous 
or glutinous substance, esp mucus or a mucus-like substance secreted by 
slugs, catfish, etc [ME, fr OE slim, akin to OHG slimen to smooth, L lima 
file - more at 'i ime] 

’slime vt to smear or cover with slime 

slime mould n any of a group of living organisms usu held to be lower 
fungi that consist of a mobile mass of fused cells and reproduce by 
spores 

slimmer /*slim3/ n a person who slims (e g by dieting and exercise) 
slimy /'sliemi/ adj 1 of or resembling slime, viscous; also covered with 
or yielding slime 2 charactenzed by obsequious flattery, offensively 
ingratiating 3 chiefly NAm vile, offensive USE (2AJ) infml - alimily 
adv, slimineas n 

'sling /sling/ vt slung /slung/ 1 to cast with a careless and usu sweepmg 
or swirling motion, fling <slung the coat over her shoulder) 2 to throw 
(e g a stone) with a sling 3 Br to cast forcibly and usu abruptly (was slung 
out of the team for misconduct) - infml [ME shngen, prob fr ON slyngva 
to hurl, akin to OE &. OHG slmgan to worm, twist, Lith shnktl] - 
slinger n 

’sling n an act of slinging or hurling a stone or other missile 
’Sling n 1 a device that gives extra force to a stone or other missile thrown 
by hand and usu consists of a short strap that is looped round the missile, 
whirled round, and then released at 1 end 2a a usu looped line used to 
hoist, lower, or carry sthg (e g a nfle), esp a bandage suspended from the 
neck to support ^arm or hand b a rope attached to a mast which 
supports a yard — ^ ship c a device (eg a rope net) for enclosing 
matenal to be hoisted by a uckle or crane 
^ling vt slung /slung/ to place in a sling for hoisting or lowenng 
’sling n a drink made of whisky, brandy, or esp gin with water and sugar 
[ongin unknown] 

'sling.back /-.bak/ n a backless shoe that is held on at the heel by a strap 
passing round the back of the ankle garment 
'sling,8hot /-.shot/ n, NAm a catapult 

'slink /slingk/ vb slunk /slungk/ also sUaked vt 1 to go or move stealthily 
or furtively (eg in fear or shame); steal 2 to move in a graceful 
provocative manner ^ vrio give premature birth to - used with reference 
to an ammal [ME slinken, fr OE slincan to creep; akin to OE slmgan to 
worm, twist] 

’slink n (the flesh or skm oO the prematurely bom young (e g a calO of 
an animal 

slinky /'slingki/ adj 1 characterized by slinking; stealthily quiet 
movements) 2 sleek and flowing in movement or outline; esp following 
the hnes of the body m a flowing and sensual manner (a catsuit) - 
sUnklly adv, sllnklness n 

'slip /slip/ v6 -pp- vi la to move with a smooth sliding motion b to move 
quietly and cautiously; steal 2 of time to elapse, pass 3s to slide out of 
place or away from a support or one’s grasp (I didn*t break the vase, it 
just ^ped/> b to slide on or down a slippery surface ('<- on the stairs) 
4 to get speedily into or out of clothing into his coat) 5 to fall off 
from a standard or accustomed level by degrees; decline « vr 1 to cause 
to move easily and smoothly; slide 2a to free oneself from (the dog ^ ped 
his collar) b to escape from (one’s memory or notice) 3 to put (a 
garment) on hurriedly 4a to let loose from a restraining leash or grasp 
b to cause to slip open; release, undo a knot) c to let go of d to detach 
(an anchor) instep of bnnging it on board Sa to insert, place, or pass 
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quietly or secretly b to give or pay on the sly ped him a /7ver> 6 to 
give birth to prematurely, abon - used with reference to an animal 7 to 
dislocate ped hiS shou/dery 8 to transfer (a stitch) from one needle to 
another in l^itting without working a stitch 9 to keep in partial 
engagement by resting a foot continuously on the pedal <~ the clutchy 
[ME shppcn, fr MD or MLG; akin to Gk olibros slippery, leios smooth 
- more at 'lime] - slippage n 

’slip Ala sloping ramp extending out into the water to serve as a place 
for landing, repairing, or building ships 2 the act or an instance of eluding 
or evading <jia\e his pursuer the y 3a a mistake in judgment, policy, 
or procedure, a blunder b an inadvertent and trivial fault or error <a 
of the tottguey 4 a leash so made that it can be quickly unfastened 5a 
the act or an instance of slipping <a ^ on the icey b (a movement 
producing) a small geological fault c a fall from some level or standard 
ba a women’s sleeveless undergarment with shoulder straps that resembles 
a light dress b a case into which sthg is slipped; specif a pillowcase 7 a 
disposition or tendency to slip easily 8 any of several fielding positions 
in cncket that are close to the batsman and just to the (off) side of the 
wicketkeeper ^3“ sport 

’alipn 1 a small shoot or twig cut for planting or grafting; a scion 2a a 
long narrow stnp of matenal (e g paper or wood) b a small piece of paper. 
specif a pnnted form 3 a young and slim person <a mere ofagirfy [ME 

sifjppe, prob fr MD or MLG, split, slit, flap] 

«8lip vt 'pp* to take cuttings from (a plant), divide into slips 
’slip n a semifluid mixture of clay and water used by potters (e g for coating 
or decorating ware) [ME sJyp slime, fr OE slypa slime, paste; akin to OE 
slupan to slip - more at sleeve] 

slip carriaQS n a railway carnage that can be detached without stopping 
the tram 

'slip, case /-.kays/ n a protective container with 1 open end, for 1 or more 
books 

slip coach n slip carriage 

'slip, knot Anot/ n 1 running knot 2 a knot that can be untied by 
pulling 

*'slip-.on n a slip^n shoe 

’slipon auj, esp of a garment easily slipped on or off 
.slipped 'disc /slipt/ 17 a protrusion of I of the cartilage discs that 
normally separate the spinal vertebrae, producing pressure on spinal 
nerves and usu resulting m intense pain, esp in the region of the lower 
back 

slipper /sJipa/ n a light shoe that is easily slipped on the foot, esp a 
flat-heeled shoe that is worn while resting at home [ME, fr slippen to 
slip] 

slippery Alip(3)n/ adj la causing or tending to cause sthg to slide or 
fall <<« roadsy b tending to slip from the grasp 2 not to be trusted; shifty 
[alter, of ME slipper, fr OE slipor, akin to MLG slipper slippery, shppcn 
to slip] - alipperiness n 

slippy Alipi/ adj slippery - be/look slippy chiefly Br to be quick; hurry 
up - infml 

slipshod Alip^hod/a^^ careless, slovenly reasoning) ['slip f shod, 
ong sense, wearing loose shoes] 

'slip .stitch A 1 a concealed stitch for sewing folded edges (e g hems) 
made by alternately running the needle inside the fold and picking up a 
thread or 2 from the body of the article 2 an un worked stitch, specif a 
knitting stitch that is transferred from one needle to another without 
working it - allpttitcb vt 

''slip, stream /-Mreem/ a 1 a stream of fluid (e g air or water) dnven 
bi^kwards by a propeller 2 an area of reduced air pressure and forward 
suction imm^iately behind a rapidly moving vehicle 3 sthg that sweeps 
one along in its course 

’slipstream vi to drive or nde in a shpstream and so gam the advantage 
of reduced air resistance (e g in a bicycle race) 

'slip-, up A a mistake, oversight 

slip up vf to make a mistake; blunder 

'slip,way Away/ a a slip (on which ships are built) 

'slit /slit/ vt -tt-; lUt 1 to make a slit in 2 to cut or tear into long narrow 
strips [ME a/irren; akin to MHG sbtzen to slit, OHG slizan to tear apart, 
OE acre// shell - more at shell] - slitter a 
’elit A a long narrow cut or opening ^ slit adj, sUtless adj 
slither Ahdha/ vi 1 to slide unsteadily, esp (as lO on a slippery surface 
2 to slip or slide like a snake >^vt to cause to slide [ME sUderen, fr OE 
sUdrian, freq of slidan to slide] > slithery adj 
slit trench o a narrow trench, esp for shelter in battle 
'sliver AUva/ o a small slender piece cut, tom, or broken; a splinter [ME 
aijven, fr stivea to slice off, fr OE -stifan-, akin to OE -sixfan to cut] 


’sliver vt to cut or break into slivers ^ vi to become split into slivers, 
splinter 

slivovitz Alivavits. 'slee-, -vtch/ n a dry usu colourless plum brandy 
[Serbo-Croatian Sljivovica, fr Sljiva. sliva plum, akin to Russ sliva plum 

- more at livid] 

slob /slob/ A a slovenly or uncouth person - infml [Ir slab mud] - 
slobbish adj 

'slobber /'slobs/ v/ 1 to let saliva dnbble from the mouth, drixil 2 to 
express emotion effusively and esp oversentimentally - often + over vt 
to smear (as if) with food or saliva dribbling from the mouth <t/)e baby 

- cd his biby [ME sloberen-, akin to l.G slubberen to sip, Lilh lupa lip] 

- slobberer n 

’slobber a 1 saliva drooled from the mouth 2 ovefscntimental language 
or conduct - slobbery adj 

sloe /sloh/ A (the small dark spherical astnngent fruit of) the blackthorn 
[ME slo, fr OE slab - more at i ivid] 

.sloe-'eyed ad/ 1 having soft dark bluish or purplish black eyes 2 having 
slanted eyes 

sloe gin n a liqueur consisting of gin in which sloes have been 
steeped 

'slog /slog/ vb -gg- vt 1 to hit (e g a cricket hall or an opponent in boxing) 
hard and often wildly 2 to plod (one’s way) with determination, esp in 
the face of difficulty - v/ 1 to walk, move, or travel slowly and laboriously 
<^gcd through the snow} 2 to work labonously. toil [ongin unknown] 

- slogger n 

’slog Ala hard and often wild blow 2 persistent hard work 3 an arduous 
march or tramp 

slogan Alohgdn/ Ala phrase used to express and esp make public a 
particular view, position, or aim 2 a bnef catchy phrase used in advertis- 
ing or promotion [alter of earlier dogom, fr ScGacl sluagh-ghairni army 
cry] 

sloop /sloohp/ A a fore-and-aft rigged sailing vessel with 1 mast and a 
single foresail [D doep] 

,sloop of 'war a a small warship carrying guns on 1 deck only 
sloot /slooht/ A, SAfr a small watercourse or irrigation channel [Afnk, 
fr D. ditch, fr MD] 

'slop /slop/ A 1 thin tasteless dnnk or liquid food 2 liquid spilt or splashed 
3a waste food or a thin gruel fed to animals b liquidjiousehold refuse (e g 
dirty water or urine) 4 mawkish sentiment in spenreh or writing, gush 
USE {I&3) usu pi with sing meaning [ME shppe slush, mud, prob fr OE 
*sloppe dung, akin to OE slyppe, slypa slime, paste - more at 'SLii*] 
’slop vb -pp- vt la to cause (a liquid) to spill over the side of a container 
b to splash or spill liquid on 2 to serve mcssily < ~ soup into a bowly 3 
to feed slops to <— the pigsy -- v/ 1 to tramp through mud or slush 2 
to become spilled or splashed 3 to show mawkish sentiment, gush 4 to 
slouch, flop (^spends his whole day - ping around the housey 
'slop ,basin n, Br a bowl for receiving the dregs left in tea or coffee cups 
at table 

'slop ,bowl A, Br SLOP basin 

'slope /slohp/ \i 1 to take an oblique course 2 to he at a slant, incline 
vt to cause to incline or slant [ME slope obliquely] 

’slope Ala piece of inclined ground 2 upward or downward inclination 
or (degree oQ slant 3 gradient 1 
slope off Vf to go away, esp furtively, sneak off - infml 
slop out vi, of a prisoner to empty slops from a chamber pot 
'slop ,peil A a pail for household slops 

sloppy /'slopi/ adj la wet so as to splash, slushy <a racetracky b wet 
or smeared (as iO with sthg slopped over 2 sloveqly, careless (s/ie’s a ^ 
dressery 3 disagreeably effusive <'^ scntimentMlism') - sloppily adv, 
sloppiness a 

s|pps /slops/ A pi articles (e g clothing) sold to siilors [ME sloppe loose 
smock or overall, prob fr MD slop-, akin to OE oferslop surplice, 
overall] 

'slosh /slosh/ A 1 slush 2 the slap or splash of liquid 3 chiefly Bra heavy 
blow; a bash - infml [prob blend of slop and slush] 

’slosh vi 1 to flounder or splash through water, mud, etc 2 to flow with 
a splashing motion (,water ed all round himy ^vt 1 to splash (sthg) 
about in liqt^id 2 to splash (a liquid) about, on, or into sthg 3 to make 
wet by splashing 4 chiefly Br to hit, beat <-^ed him on the head with a 
buckefy - infml 

sloshod /slosht/ adj drunk - infml 

'slot /slot/ A la a narrow opening, groove, or passage; a slit b a passage 
through an aerofoil directing air rearwards from the lower to the upper 
surface so as to increase lift and delay stalling 2 a place or position in an 
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organization or sequence; a niche [ME, the hollow of the breastbone, fr 
MF esclot, of unknown origin] 

*slot vb 'tt* vt 1 to cut a slot in 2 to place in or assign to a slot - often 

1 in or into ted some reading in as he waited) '^vi to be fitted (as if) 
by means of a slot or slots <a do-it-yourself bookcase that s together in 
seconds) 

*slot n, pi slot the track of an animal (e g a deer) [MF esclot hoofpnnt, 
track, prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON sloth track] 
sloth /slohth/ n 1 disinclination to action or work, indolence 2 any of 
several slow-moving tree-dwelling mammals that inhabit tropical forests 
of S and Central Amenca, hang face upwards from the branches, and feed 
on leaves, shoots, and fruits [ME slouthe, fr slow] - slothful adj, 
slothfully adv, slothfulness n 

'sloth .bear n a common bear of India and Sn Lanka with a long 
snout 

'slot ma, chine n 1 a machine (e g for selling cigarettes, chocolate, etc 
or for gambling) whose operation is begun by dropping a com or disc into 
a slot - compare vending machine 2 chiefly NAm eruit machine 
'slouch /slowch/ n 1 a lazy, incompetent, or awkward person 2 a gait 
or posture charactenzed by stooping or excessive relaxation of btxly 
muscles [origin unknown] - slouchy adj 
’slouch VI 1 to sit, stand, or walk with a slouch <^ed behind the wheel) 

2 to hang down limply, droop ^ vt to cause to droop < - ed shoulders), 
specif to turn down one side of (a hat bnm) - sloucher n 

slouch hat n a soft usu felt hat with a wide flexible bnm 
'slough /slow/ /I la a place of deep mud or mire b a swamp 2 a state 
of dejection <a ^ of self-pity) [ME slogh, fr OE sloh, akin to MHG 
sJouche ditch] 

’slough also sluff /siv’f " n 1 the cast-off skin of a snake 2 a mass of dead 
tissue separating from an ulcer 3 sthg that may be shed or cast off <w/ie/i 
shall this - of sense be cast - A E Housman > [ME slughe, akin to MHG 
sluch snakcskin, Lith Sliauzti to crawl] 

’slough also fluff /sluf/ vi I to become shed or cast off 2 to cast off a 
skin 3 to separate in the form of dead tissue from living tissue ^vt 1 to 
cast off (e g a skin or shell) 2a to get nd of or discard as irksome or 
objectionable - usu t off b to dispose of (a losing card in bndge) b> 
discarding 

.slough of de'spond /slow/ n a state of extreme despondency [fr the 
Slough of Despond, deep bog into which the protagonist Chnstian falls 
in the allegory Ptlgnm's Progress by John Bunyan tl688 E preacher & 
wntcr] 

Slovak /"slohvak/ /i 1 a member of a Slavonic^*ople of E Czechoslo- 
vakia 2 the Slavonic language of the Slovaks lancuagf [Slovak 
Slovak, lit.. Slav] - Slovak adj, Slovakian /sloh'vaki-an/ adj or n 
sloven /'sluvn/ n one habitually negligent of neatness or cleanlines.s, esp 
in personal appearance [ME slovcyn rascal, perh fr Flem sloovtn woman 
of low character] 

Slovene Alohvecn/ n la a member of a S Slavonic people inhabiting 
Yugoslavia b a n^ive or inhabitant of Slovenia 2 the Slavonic language 
of the Slovenes i anguage [G, fr Slovene Sloven] - Slovene adj, 
Slovenian /-'veenyan, -'vecni an/ adj or n 

slovenly Aluvnli, 'slo-/ adj 1 untidy, esp in personal appearance or 
habits 2 lazily slipshod; careless - slovenliness n 
'slow /sloh/ adj la lacking in intelligence, dull b naturally inert or 
sluggish <a ^ imagination) 2a lacking in readiness, promptness, or 
willingness <a shop with ^ service) b not quickly aroused or excited 
<wa5 ^ to anger) 3a flowing or proceeding with little or less than usual 
speed (^traffic was ~ > b exhibiting or marked by retarded speed <Ae 
moved with ~ deliberation) c low, feeble fire) 4 requiring a long 
time, gradual <a -- convalescence) 5a having qualities that hindei . 
prevent rapid movement <a - putting green) b (designed) for slow 
movement (^learner drivers should keep to the ^ lane) 6 registering a 
time earlier than the correct one <A/s clock is ■^) 1 lacking in liveliness 
or vanety; bonng [ME, fr OE slaw, akin to OHG sleo dull, Skt srevayati 
he causes to fail] - slowisli adj, slowly adv, slowness n 
’slow adv in a slow manner; slowly 

’•low vb to make or become slow or slower a car) (production of new 
cars ed> - often + down or up 

slowcoach /'sloh.kohch/ n one who thinks or acts slowly 
•low match n a slow-burning match or fuse used esp for ftnng blasting 
charges 

.•low 'motion n a technique in filming which allows an action to be 
shown as if it is taking place unnaturally slowly, which usu involves 
increasing the number of frames exposed in a given time and then 
projecting the film at the standard sp^ - slow-notion adj 


•low neutron n a neutron with low kinetic energy 
'•low, poke /-.pohk/ n. chiefly NAm a slowcoach 
.•low-'witted adj slow m perception and understanding, mentally 
dull 

'•low, worm /-,wuhm//i a legless European lizard popularly believed to 
be blind [ME sloworm, fr OE slawyrm, fr sla- (akin to Sw sli earthworm) 

< wyrm worm] 

alub Alub/ n a small thickened section in a yam or thread [origin 
unknown] - slub adj 

sludge /sluj/ n 1 (a deposit of) mud or oore 2 a slimy or slushy mass, 
deposit, or sediment e g a precipitated solid matter produced Jby water 
and sewage treatment processes b muddy sediment in a steam boiler c 
a precipitate from a mineral oil (e g in an internal combustion engine) 
[prob alter of slush] - sludgy adj 
'•iue /slooh/ vb, chiefly NAm *slew 
’slue n. chiefly NAm a slew 

'slug /slug/ n any of numerous slimy elongated chiefly ground-living 
gastropod molluscs that are found in most damp parts of the world and 
have no shell or only a rudimentary one [ME slugge sluggard, of Scand 
ongin, akin to Norw dial slugga to walk sluggishly, akin to ME sloor mud 
- more at ’slur] 

’slug n 1 a lump, disc, or cylinder of matenal (e g plastic or metal)- e g 
a a bullet - slang b NAm a disc for insertion in a slot machine, esp one 
used illegally instead of a com 2a a stnp of metal thicker than a pnnter's 
lead b a line of type cast as 1 piece 3 a unit of mass being equal to 32 1 741b 
(about 14 59kg) unit 4 chiefly NAm a quantity of spints that can 
be swallowed at a single gulp - slang [prob fr ’sJug] 

’slug n a heavy blow, esp with the flst - infml [prob var of ^slog] 

*slug vt -gg- to hit hard (as lO with the fist or a bat - infml - slug* 
ger n 

sluggard Alugad/ n a lazy person or animal [ME sluggart] - sluggard 
adj, sluggardly adj 

sluggish /'slugish/ adj 1 averse to activity or exertion, indolent, also 
torpid 2 slow to respond (c g to stimulation or treatment) (a engine) 

3 markedly slow in movement, flow, or growth - sluggishly adv, 
sluggishness n 

'sluice /sloohs/ n la an artificial passage for water (e g in a millstream) 
fitted with a valve or gate for stopping or regulating flow b a body of 
water pent up behind a floodgate 2 a dock gale 3 a stream flowing 
through a floodgate 4 a long inclined trough (e g for washing ores or 
gold-beanng earth) [alter of ME scluse, fr MF escluse, fr LL exclusa, fr 
L, fern of exclusus, pp of excludere to exclude] 

’sluice vf 1 1 > draw off by or through a sluice 2a to wash with or in water 
running through or from a sluice b to drench with a sudden vigorous 
flow, flush — 1 / to pour (as iQ from a sluice 

'sluice .gate n a small gate for emptying the chamber of a canal lock or 
regulating the amount of water passing through a channel 
'sluice.way /-.way/ n an artificial channel into which water is let by a 
sluice 

'slum /slum/ n 1 a poor overcrowded run-down area, esp in a city - often 
pi with sing, meaning 2 a squalid disagreeable place to live [ongin 
unknown] - slummy adj 

’slum VI •mm* 1 to live in squalor or on very slender means - often ^ it 
2 to amuse oneself by visiting a place on a much lower social level; also 
to affect the charactenstics of a lower social class - alummer n 
'slumber Alumba/ vi 1 to sleep 2 to he dormant or latent (a ^ing 
volcano) [ME slumberen, freq of slumen to doze, prob fr slume slumber, 
fr OE sluma, akin to Lith slugti to diminish - more at 'slur] - 
slumberer n 

’slumber n sleep - often pi with sing, meaning 
slumbrous, slumberous Alumbras/ adj 1 heavy with sleep; sleepy 
eyelids) 2 inducing sleep, soporific 3 marked by or suggestive of a state 
of sleep or lethargy; drowsy 

'slump /slump/ vi la to fall or sink abruptly (morale ed with news of 
the defeat) b to drop down suddenly and heavily, collapse <^ed fo the 
floor) 2 to assume a drooping posture or carnage; slouch 3 to go into 
a slump (sales ^ ed> [prob of Scand ongin, akin to Norw slumpa to fall; 
akin to L labi to slide - more at sleep] 

’slump n a marked or sustained decline, esp in economic activity or 
pnees 

•lung /slung/ past of sling 
slunk /slungk/ past of slink 

'slur /sluh/ vb -rr* vi to pass over without due mention, consideration, or 
emphasis red over certain facts) ^vt 1 to perform (successive notes 
of different pitch) m a smooth or connected manner 2 to run together. 
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omit, or pronounce unclearly (words, sounds, etc) [prob fr LG sJurm to 
shuffle; akin to ME sJoor mud] 

*slur 0 1 (a curved line connectingl^tcs to be sung to the same syllable 
or performed without a break music 2 a slurring manner of 
spe^ 

*tlur vb -rr- kt 1 to cast aspersions on; disparage 2 to make indistinct, 
(^Mcure ^vi of a sheet bang pnnted to slip so as to cause a slur [obs E 
dud. sJur (thin mud), fr ME sJoor, akin to MHG sher mud, Lith slugii 
to diminish] 

*tlur n la an uisulting or disparaging remark; a slight b a shaming or 
degrading effect; a stigma 2 a blurred spot in pnnted matter 
•lurp /sluhp/ vb to eat or drink noisily or with a sucking sound [D 
sturpeni akin to MLG slorpen to slurp] - slurp n 
•lurry Alun/ a a watery mixture of insoluble matter (e g mud, manure, 
or lirne) [ME sJory] 

•lush /slush/ n 1 partly melted or watery snow 2 liquid mud; mire 3 
worthless and usu oversentimental matenal (e g literature) [perh of Scand 
origin; akin to Norw sJusk slush] - slushy adj 

'•lush .fund n, chtefly NAm a fund for bnbing (public) officials or 
carrying on corrupting propaganda 

•lut /slut/ n I a dirty slovenly woman 2 an immoral woman, esp a 
prostitute [ME slutte] - sluttish adj, sluttishly adv, siuttishness n 
sly /she/ adj slier also slyer; sliest also slyest la clever in concealing one’s 
ends or intentions; furtive h lacking in integrity and candour; crafty 2 
humorously mischievous; roguish (jgave me a ~ glance^ [ME sh, fr ON 
slaegr, akin to OE i/ean to stnke - more at slay] - slyly adv, slyness n 
-on the sly in a manner intended to avoid notice; secretly 
'•msok /smak/ n (a slight hint oO a charactenstic taste, flavour, or aura 
[ME, fr 0£ snuec, akin to OHG smac taste, Lith smagunauti to 
nibble] 

*smack vi > smack of to have a trace or suggestion of (a proposal that 
smacks of treason) 

*nmack vt 1 to slap smartly, esp in puiushment 2 to stnke or put down 
with the sound of a smack 3 to open (the lips) with a sudden sharp sound, 
esp in anticipation of food or dnnk vi to make or give a smack [akin 
to MD str icken to stnke] 

*amack n 1 a sharp blow, esp from sthg flat, a slap 2 a noisy paning of 
the lips 3 a loud kiss 4 chiefly NAm heroin - slang 
*nmack adv squarely and with force; directly - infml <(/rove ~ into the 
car parked opposite) 

"•mack n a small inshore fishing vessel [O smak or LG smack] 
•macker Amaka/ n, Br t 'pound 2 2 ^smack 3 USE infml [^mack 
+ *-er1 

•macklng Amaking/ adj bnsk, lively 

'•mall /smawl/ adj la having relatively little size or dimensions b 
immature, young children) 2a little in quantity, value, amount, etc 
b made up of few individuals or units <a ^ audience) 3a lower-case b 
implying a general application rather than a specific reference, esp to a 
political party <my philosophy is a liberal one, with a ^ T ~ Reg 
Prentice) 4 lacking in strength <a ~ voice) 5a operating on a limited 
scale <a ^ fanner) b minor in power, influence, etc (pnly has a say 
in the matter) c hmited m degree (paid ^ heed to his warning) d 
humble, modest <a ~ begmnmg) 6 of little consequence; tnviaJ <a ^ 
matter) 7a mean, petty b reduced to a humiliating position [ME smal, 
fr OE snuef; akin to OHG smal small, L malus bad] - amalliah adj, 

"•mall adv 1 in or into small pieces 2 in a small manner or size 
(write ^) 

"•mall ji 1 a part smaller and esp narrower than the remainder, specif th4 
narrowest part of the back 2 pi, Br small articles of underwear - infml, 
used with reference to laundry 
'•mall ,ad /ad/ n, Br a classified advertisement 
'•mall .arm n a firearm fired while held in the hands - usu pi 
.•mall 'bear n people or matters of small importance - infml 
.•mall-'bora adj of a relatively small calibre, esp S.6mm (0.22in) 
.•mall 'calorie n calorie la 

.email 'capital n a letter having the form of but smaller than a capital 
letter (e g in these words) 

.•mall 'change n coins of low denomination 
'•mall .fry n pi in constr young or insignificant people or things; specif 
children - aaiall-firy adj 

'•mall,gooda /-gi^zy n, Austr meat (e g bacon or sausages) sold in a 
fonn {partially) prepared for eating 

'•mall, holding Aiohlding/ n, chiefly Br a small agricultural farm - 



•mail houra n pi the hours immediately following midnight 
.•mall In'teatinen the part of the intestine that lies between the stomach 
and colon, consists of duodenum, jqunum, and ileum, secretes digestive 
enzymes, and is the chief site of the absorption of digested nutnents 

DIGESTION 

.amalL'mindad adj 1 having narrow interests or outlook, narrow- 
minded <a man) 2 characterized by petty meanness - small-mindedly 
adv, small-mindedness n 

small potatoes n pi but sing or pi in constr matters of trivial import- 
ance - infml 

smallpox Amawl,poks/ n an acute infectious fevensh virus disease 
charactenzed by skin eruption with pustules, sloughing, and scar forma- 
tion 

•mall print n sthg made deliberately obscure, specif a part of a document 
(e g a contract) specifying restnetions and conditions that is often confus- 
ingly worded or in small type 

,amall-'scale adj small in scope or extent; esp small in operation (a 
undertaking) 

•mall screen n television 3b - h the 
'small.sword /-sawd/ n a light tapenng sword for thrusting 
'•mall .talk n light or casual conversation, chitchat 
.small-'tlme adj insignificant in operation and status, petty hood- 
lums) - small-timer n 

•malt /smawlt, smolt/ n a deep blue pigment used esp as a colounng for 
glass and ceramics [MF. fr Olt smalto, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG 
smelzan to melt - more at ’smelt] 

•marm /smahm/ vt I to plaster, smear <~ on a thick layer of make-up) 
2 to make (one’s way) by obsequiousness or fawning USE infml [ongin 
unknown] 

smarmy Amalimi/ adj marked by flattery or smugness, unctuous - 
infml 

'smart /smaht/ vi 1 to be (the cause or seat oO a sharp pain, also to feel 
or have such a pain 2 to feel or endure mental distress < mg from a 
rebuke) 3 to pay a heavy penalty (would have to for this foolishness) 
[ME vnerten, fr OE smeortan, akin to OHG smerzan to pain, L mordere 
to bite, Gk marainan to waste away] 

"smart adj 1 making one smart, causing a sharp stinging (ga\e him a ^ 
blow with the ruler) 2 forceful, vigorous 3 bnsk, spirited (walking at a 
^ pace) 4a mentally alert, bnght b clever, shrewiKa ^ investment) 5 
witty, persuasive (a ^ talker) 6a neat or stylish in dress or appearance 
(a ^ new coat of paint) b charactenstic of or frequented by fashionable 
society (a — restaurant) - smartly adv, smartness n 
"smart adv in a smart manner, smartly 

"smart n la smarting pain, esp a stinging local pain 2 poignant gnef or 
remorse <was not the sort to get over ^ s - Sir Winston Churchill) 
'smart .alec, smart aleck Alik/ n an arrogant person with pretensions 
to knowledge or cleverness - derog [Alec, nickname for Alexander] - 

smart-alecky, smart-alec adj 

•mart bomb n a bomb that can be guided (e g by a laser beam) to its 
target 

•marten Amaht(3)n/ vt to make smart or smarter; esp to spruce ~ vi 
to smarten oneself USE usu + up 

smartish Amahtish/ adv, Br in a rapid manner, quickly (better get 
dressed ^) - infml 

smart money n (money ventured by) those having inside information 
or much cxpenence (the ^ is talking of an economic recovery) 
[^smart] 

'•mart .set n fashionable society - + the 

smarty-pants /'smahti .pants/ n, pi smarty-pents smart alec - 
infml 

'•mash /smash/ vt 1 to break in pieces by violenoe, shatter 2a to dnve, 
tl^row, or hit violently, esp causing breaking or shsitenng; crash b to hit 
(e g a ball) with a forceful stroke, specif a smash 3 to destroy utterly; 
wreck - often + up ~ v/ 1 to crash into; collide {r- ed into a tree) 2 to 
become wrecked 3 to go to pieces suddenly under collision or pressure 
4 to execute a smash (e g in tennis) [perh blend Of smack and mash] 
"smash n la(l) a smashmg blow, attack, or collision (a 5-car ^ ) (2) the 
result of smashmg; esp a wreck due to collision b a forceful overhand 
stroke (e g in tennis or badminton) 2 the condition of being smashed or 
shattered 3a ihe action or sound of smashing b utter collapse; nun; esp 
bankruptcy 4 smash hit - infml 
"smash adv with a resounding crash 

.smash-and-'grab n or adj, chiefly Br (a robbery) committed by 
smashing a shop window and snatching the goods on display 
•mashad arfj extremely drunk - infml 
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•masher /smasha/ n, chiefly Br sby or sthg very fine or attractive - 
infml ['smash ♦ ’-er] 

.smash 'hit n an outstanding success (^his latest play is a ~ > 
smashing /'smashing/ adj extremely good; excellent (a film} - infml 
- snuuhingly adv 

'smash-.up n a senous accident, a crash <a JOcar on the Ml) 
smattering /'smat(a)nng/ n a piecemeal or superficial knowledge of [fr 
gerund of smatter (to spatter, speak with superficial knowledge, dabble 
in), fr ME smateren] 

•maze /smayz/ n, NAm a combination of haze and smoke similar to but 
drier than smog [smoke ^ haze] 

'smear /smia/ n 1 a mark or blemish made (as lO by smeanng a substance 
2 matenal smeared on a surface; also material taken or prepared for 
microscopic examination by smeanng on a slide <a vaginal > 3 a usu 
unsubstantiated accusation {took the article as a personal [ME 
smere, fr OE smeoni grease, ointment, akin to OHG smero grease, Gk 
smyns emery, myron unguent] 

^smear vt la to spread with sthg sticky, greasy, or viscous, daub b to 
spread esp thickly over a surface 2a to stain or dirty (as lO by smeanng 
b to sully, besmirch, specif to blacken the reputation of 3 to obscure or 
blur (as lO by smeanng vi to become smeared {don't touch the paint 
or It will - > - amearer n, smeary adj 

smegma /'smegma/ n the secretion of a sebaceous gland; specif the 
cheesy sebaceous matter that collects between the glans penis and the 
foreskin or round the clitons and labia minora [NL, fr L. detergent, soap, 
fr Gk smegma, fr smechein to wash off. clean] 

'smell /smel/ vb smelled, smelt /smelt/ vt 1 to perceive the odour of (as 
lO by use of the sense of smell 2 to detect or become aware of by instinct 
</ could - trouble) k'f ii. exercise the sense of smell 2a(l) to have 
a usu specified smell {these clothes damp) (2) to have a charactcnstic 
aura, be suggestive of {reports of survivors seemed to ^ of truth) b to 
have an offensive smell; stink [MEsmellen, akin to MD smolen to scorch, 
Russ smalit'l ~ smeller n - smell a rat to have a suspicion of sthg 
wrong 

’smell n la the process, function, or power of smelling b the one of the 
5 basic physical senses by which the qualities of gaseous or volatile 
substances in contact with certain sensitive areas in the nose are 
interpreted by the brain as characteristic odours 2 an odour 3 a 
pervading quality, an aura 4 an act or instance of smelling 
'smelling .salts /'smelmg/ n pi but sing or pi m constr a usu scented 
preparation of ammonium carbonate and ammonia water sniffed as a 
stimulant to relieve faintness 

smell out vt 1 to detect or discover (as lO by smelling {the dog smelt 
out the enminaf) 2 to fill with an esp offensive smell {the cigarettes smelt 
out the room ) 

smelly Ameli/ adj having an esp unpleasant smell 
'smelt /smelt/ n, pi smelts, esp collectively smelt any of vanous small 
fishes that closely resemble the trouts in general structure and have 
delicate oily flesh with a distinctive smell and taste [ME, fr OE, akin to 
Norw smelte whiling] 

’smelt vt 1 to melt (ore) to separate the metal 2 to separate (metal) by 
smelting [D or LG smelten, akin to OHG smelzan to melt, OE meltan] 
~ smelter n, smeltery n 

•mew /smyooh/ n a sawbill duck of northern Europe and Asia, the male 
of which IS mostly white [akin to MHO smiehe smew] 
smidgin, smidgeon, smidgen Amijin/ n, chiefly NAm a small amount, 
a bit [prob alter, of E dial, smitch (soiling mark)] 

•milax Asmielaks/ n 1 sarsaparilla 1 2 a tender twining plant that 
IS often grown for ornament [L. bindweed, yew, fr Gk] 

'•mile /smiel/ vi 1 to have or assume a smile 2t to look with amusement 
or scorn <^d a/ his own weakness) b to bestow approval {Heaven 
seemed to ~ on her labours) c to appear pleasant or agreeable {a green 
and smiling landscape) ^vt 1 to affect with or change by smiling <~d 
away his embarrassment) 2 to utter or express with a smile <^d her 
thanks) [ME smilen-, akin to OE smenan to laugh, L miran to wonder. 
Skt smayate he smiles] - smiler n, smilingly adv 
’smile n 1 a change of facial expression in wMch the comers of the mouth 
curve slightly upwards and which expresses esp amusement, pleasure, 
approval, or sometimes scorn 2 a pleasant or encouraging appearance - 
smiley adj 

smirch /smuhch/ vt 1 to make dirty or stained, esp by smearing 2 to 
bring discredit or disgrace on ("^ed his reputation) [ME smorchen] - 
smirch n 

smirk /smuhk/ vi to smile in a fatuous or scornful manner [ME smirken, 


fr OE smearcian to smile, akin to OE smenan to laugh] - smirk n, 
smirkJngly adv 

smite /smiet/ vb smote /smohi/, smitten /'smii(a)n/, smote vt 1 to stnkc 
sharply or heavily, esp with (an implement held in) the hand 2 to kill, 
injure, or damage by smiting 3a to attack or afflict suddenly and 
injuriously <smitten by disease) b to have a sudden powerful effect on, 
afllicl (smitten with gnef), specif to attract strongly (smitten by her 
beauty) 4 to cause to stnke (smote his hand against his side) vi to beat 
down or come forcibly on or upon [ME smiten, fr OE smitan, akin to 
OIIG hismizan to defile, & perh to L mittere to let go, send] - 
smiter n 

smith /smith/ /? 1 a worker in metals, specif a blacksmith 2 a maker - 
often in combination (gunsmith) (songsmith) (ME, fr OE, akin to OHG 
smid smith, Gk smile wood-carving knife] 

smithereens /.smidha'recnz, '", / n pi fragments, bits {the house was 
blown to ^ by the explosion) [IrGael smidinn, dim of smiodar frag- 
ment] 

smithery /'smith(3)n/ n the work, art, or trade of a smith 
smithy /'vmidhi/ n the workshop of a smith 

'smock /smok/ n a light loose garment resembling a smock frock, esp in 
being gathered into a yoke, also smcxik frock (ME smok, fr OE smoc, 
akin to OHG smocco adornment] 

’smock vt to ornament (e g a garment) with smocking 
smock frock n an outer garment worn chiefly by farm labourers, esp 
in the 18th and 19th c, and resembling a long loose shirt gathered into 
a yoke garmlnt 

smocking /'smoking/ n a decorative embroidery or shirnng made by 
gathering cloth m regularly spaced round or diamond-shaped tucks held 
in place with ornamental stitching 

smog /smog/ n a fog made heavier and darker by smoke and chemical 
fumes [blend of smoke and fog] ~ smoggy adj, smogless adj 
'smoke /smohk/ n la the gaset^us products of burning carbon-containing 
matenals made visible by the presence of small particles of carbon b a 
suspension of particles in a gas 2 fumes or vapour resembling smoke 3 
sthg of little substance, permanence, or value 4 sthg that obscures 5a sthg 
(c g a cigarette) that is smoked b an act or spell of smoking esp tobacco 
[ME, fr OE smoca, akin to MHG smouch smoke, Gk smychein to 
smoulder] - smokelike adj 

’smoke vt 1 to emit smoke 2 to (habitually) inhale and exhale the fumes 
of burning plant matenal, esp tobacco vt la to fumigate b to dnve out 
or away by smoke a foK from its den) 2 to colour or darken (as lO 
with smoke (--d glasses) 3 to cure (eg meat or fish) by exposure to 
smoke, traditionally from green wood or peat 4 to inhale and exhale the 
smoke of (e g cigarettes) 

smokejack Amohk.jak/n a device for turning a spit that is dnven by 
nsing gases in a chimney 

'smokeless /-lis/ adj 1 producing little or no smoke (^ fuef) 2 in 
which no smoke is allowed <a ^ zone) 
smoke out vt I smokl Ib 2 to bnng to public view or knowledge 
smoker /'smohka/ n 1 shy who regularly or habitually smokes tobacco 
2 a carnage or compartment in which smoking is allowed ('smokf 
* ^-erJ 

'smoke .screen n 1 a screen of smoke to hinder observation 2 sthg 
designed to conceal, confuse, or deceive 

'smoke, Stack /-.stak/ n a chimney or funnel through which smoke and 
gases arc discharged, esp from a locomotive or steamship 
'smoking .jacket Amohkmg/ n a loosely fitting jacket formerly worn 
by men while smoking 

'smoking .room n a room (eg m a club or hotel) set aside for 
smokers 

smoko, smoke-ob Amohkoh/ n, Austr &NZ& short rest penod - infml 
['.vmoil:e 5b t o, oh, intcrj] 

smoky also srookey Amohki/ adj 1 emitting smoke, esp in large 
quantities {a ^ fire) 2a having the charactenstics or appearance of 
smoke b suggestive of smoke, esp in flavour, smell, or colour 3a filled 
with smoke b made black or gnmy by smoke - smokily adv, smoki- 
ness n 

smolder Amohlda/ vi, NAm to smoulder 

smolt /smohlt/ n a young salmon or sea trout that is about 2 years old 
and IS assuming the silvery colour of the adult [ME (Sc)] 
smooch /smoohch/ vt to kiss, caress < ^ mg on the dimly lit dance floor) 
- infml [alter of smouch (to kiss loudly), of imit ongin] - smooeber n, 
smooeby adj 

'smooth /smoohdh/ adj la having a continuous even surface b free from 
hair or hairlikc projections c of liquid of an even consistency ; free from 
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lumps d giving no resistance to sliding; frictionless 2 free from difficulties 
or obstructions 3 even and uninterrupted in movement or flow 4a 
equable, composed <a ~ dtsposttiony b urbane, courteous c excessively 
and often artflilly suave; ingratiating <ja ^ saJesmany 5 not sharp or acid 
<a sherry} [ME smothe, fr OE smoth; akin to OS smothi smooth] - 
smooth adv, smoothly adv, smoothness n 
‘smooth vt 1 to make smooth 2 to free from what is harsh or disagreeable 

3 to dispel or alleviate (e g enmity or perplexity) - often + away or over 

4 to free from obstruction or difficulty 5 to press flat - often + out 6 to 
cause to lie evenly and in order - often + down <^ed down his hair} 7 
to free (eg a graph or data) from irregulanties by ignoring random 
variations vi to become smooth - smoother n 

‘smooth n a smooth or agreeable side or aspect <raice the rough with 
the^y 

.smooth'bors /-'baw/ adj, of a firearm not nfled - smoothbore n 
smoothen /'smoohdh(9)n/ vb to make or become smooth 
smoothie, smoothy Amoohdhi/ n a person, esp a man. who behaves 
with suave and often excessive self-assurance - infml 
smooth muscle a muscle that consists of fibres usu bound in thin 
sheets, is present in the walls of the gut. bladder, blood vessels, etc, and 
is not under voluntary control - compare siriated muscle 
.smooth-tongued adj ingratiating and persuasive in speech 
smorgasbord /'smawgas.bawd, 'smuh-/ n a luncheon or supper buffet 
offering a variety of foods and dishes (e g hors d’oeuvres. hot and cold 
meats, smoked and pickled fish, cheeses, salads, and relishes) [Sw 
smorgisbord, fr smorgis open sandwich + bord table] 
smote /smoht/ past of smite 

'smother /'smudha/ n 1 a dense cloud of gas, smoke, dust, etc 2 a 
confused mass of things; a welter [ME, alter of smorther, fr smoren to 
smother, fr OE smonan to suffocate; akin to MD smoren to suffocate] - 

amothery adj 

‘smother W 1 to overcome or kill with smoke or fumes 2a to kill by 
depriving of air b to overcome or discomfort (as lO through lack of air 
c to suppress (a fire) by excluding oxygen 3a to suppress expression or 
knowledge .if; conceal a yawn} b to prevent the growth or develop- 
ment of; suppress 4a to cover thickly; blanket <si)ow -^ed the trees and 
hedgerows} b to overwhelm (jaunts who always ed him with kisses} 
^ vi to become smothered 

'smoulder, NAm chiefly smolder /’smohida/ n a smouldenng fire [ME 
smolder, akin to ME smellen to smell] 

‘smoulder, NAm chiefly smolder vi 1 to bum feebly with little flame and 
often much smoke 2 to exist in a state of suppressed ferment (resentment 
^ed in her} 3 to show suppressed anger, hate, jealousy, etc (eyes ^ ing 
with hate} 

'smudge /smuj/ vt 1 to soil (as lO with a smudge 2a to smear, daub b 
to make indistinct, blur (couldn’t read the ~d address} 3 NAm to 
disinfect or protect by means of smoke ^vi 1 to make a smudge 2 to 
become smudged [ME smogen] 

‘smudge n 1 a blurry spot or streak 2 an indistinct mass; a blur - 

amndgUy adv, amndgliicM n, smudgy adj 

smug /smug/ adj -gg- highly self-satisfied and complacent 
self-righteous moralists} [prob modif of LG smuck neat, fr MLG. fr 
smucken to dress; akin to OE smoc smock] - smugly adv, smugness n 
smuggle /smugl/ vb smuggling /'smugling/ vt 1 to import or export 
secretly contrary to the law, esp without paymg duties 2 to convey or 
introduce surreptitiously <'^d hts notes into the , examination} '-'Vi to 
import or export sthg in violation of customs laws [LG smuggein & D 
smokkelen; akin to OE smoc smock] - smuggler n 
'smut /smut/ vb -tt- vt 1 to stain or taint with smut 2 to affect (a crop^ 
or plant) with smut ^ vi to become affected by smut [prob alter, of earlier 
smot (to stain), fr ME smotten-, akin to MHG smutzen to stain] 

‘smut It 1 matter, esp a particle of soot, that soils or blackens; also a mark 
made by this 2 any of various destructive fungous diseases, esp of cereal 
grasses, marked by transformation of plant organs into dark masses of 
spores 3 obscene language or matter - smuttily adv, smuttiness n, smutty 
adj 

'•naok /snak/ vi, chiefly NAm to eat a snack [ME snaken to bite, prob 
•fr MD anacken to snap at, bite] 

‘•naek n a light meal; food eaten between regular meals - snack adj 
'•naffla Anafl/ n a simple usu jointed bit for a bridle [origin 
unknown] 

‘tnaffla vt snaflUng /'snafling/ to appropriate, esp by devious means; 
pinch - infml [origin unknown] 

'snafu /snaYooh/ ae^, cbidly NAm snarled up; awry - infml [situation 
- normal all flicked up] 


‘anafu vt or n, chiefly NAm (to bring into a state oO total confusion - 
infml 

'snag /snag/ n la a stub or stump remaining after a branch has been 
lopped b a tree or branch embedded in a lake or stream bed and 
constituting a hazard to navigation 2a a sharp or jagged projecting part 
b any of the secondary branches of an antler 3 a concealed or unexpected 
difficulty or obstacle (the ^ is. there's no train on Sundays} 4 an 
irregular tear or flaw made (as lO by catching on a snag (a ^ in her 
stocking} [of Scand ongin; akin to ON snagi clothes peg] - snaggy 
adj 

‘snag vb -gg- vt 1 to catch (as lO on a snag 2 to clear (c g a river) of snags 

3 chiefly NAm to halt or impede as if by catching on a snag 4 chiefly 
NAm to catch or obtain by quick action <^ged a taxi} ^ vi to become 
snagged 

snail /snayl/ n 1 a gastropod mollusc; esp one that has an external 
enclosing spiral shell 2 a slow-moving or sluggish person or thing [ME, 
fr OE snargi, akin to OHG snecko snail, snahhan to creep, Lith snake 
snail] - snaillike adj 

.snail-paced /payst/ adj moving very slowly 

'snake /snayk/ n 1 any of numerous limbless scaly reptiles with a long 
tapenng body and with salivary glands often modified to produce venom 
which is injected through grooved or tubular fangs 2 a sly treacherous 
person 3 sthg long, slender, and flexible, specif a flexible rod for freeing 
clogged pipes 4 often cap a system in which the values of the currencies 
of countnes in the European Economic Community arc allowed to vary 
against each other within narrow limits [ME, fr OE snaca, akin to OE 
snxgl snail] - snakelike adj 

‘snake vt to wind (e g one’s way) in the manner of a snake ^ vi to crawl, 
move, or extend silently, secretly, or windingly 
'snake .charmer n an entertainer who exhibits the power to control 
venomous snakes supposedly by magic 

.snake in the 'grass n a secretly treacherous fnend or associate 
'snake.root /-.rooht/ n any of numerous plants which have roots 
sometimes believed to cure snakebites 
‘snake's-, head n a European fntillary plant 
'snake.skin /-.skm/ n (leather made from) the skin of a snake 
'snake.weed /-.weed/ n any of several plants associated with snakes (e g 
m appearance, habitat, or use in treatment of snakebite) 
snaky Anayki/ adj 1 (formed) of or entwined with snakes 2 serpentine, 
snakelike (the arms of an octopus} 3 slyly venomous or treacherous 

4 full of snakes - snakily adv 

'snap /snap/ vb -pp- vi la to make a sudden closing of the jaws, seize sthg 
sharply with the mouth (fish ~ ping at the bait} b to grasp or snatch at 
sthg eagerly (^ at any chance} 2 to utter sharp biting words, give an 
irritable retort < ped at his pupil when she apologized for being late} 3a 
to make a sharp or cracking sound b to break suddenly, esp with a sharp 
cracking sound (the twig ^ ped> c to close or fit in place with an abrupt 
movement or sharp sound (the catch ped shut} --vt 1 to seize (as lO 
with a snap of the jaws < ped the food nght out of his hand} 2 to take 
possession or advantage of suddenly or eagerly - usu 4 up (shoppers 

- ping up bargains} 3 to utter curtly or abruptly ('-ped out an answer} 
4a to cause to make a snapping sound ('^ ped her fingers} b to cause to 
break suddenly, esp with a sharp cracking sound (-^ped the end off the 
twig} c to put into or remove from a particular position with a sudden 
movement or sharp sound < - the lid shut} 5a to take photographically 
<— a picture} b to photograph [O or LG snappem, akin to MHG 
snappen to snap] -snap out of it to free oneself from sthg (e g a mood) 
by an effort of will - infml 

‘snap n 1 an abrupt closing (e g of the mouth in biting or of scissors in 
cutting) 2 an act or instance of seizing abruptly; a sudden snatch or bite 
3 g bnef usu curt retort 4a a sound made by snapping b a sudden sharp 
breaking of sthg thin or brittle 5 a sudden spell of harsh weather (a cold 
•^> 6 a thin brittle biscuit (ginger 7 a snapshot 8 vigour, energy 9 
a card game in which each player tries to be the firfet to shout *snap* when 
2 cards of identical value are laid successively 10 dial NEng a a small 
meal or snack; esp elevenses b food; esp the food taken by a workman 
to eat at work 11 NAm sthg that is easy and presents no problems; a cinch 

- infml 

‘snap interj, Br - used to draw attention to an identity or similarity <•-'/ 
You’re reading the same book as me} 

‘snap adv with (the sound oO a snap 

‘snapa4i 1 performed suddenly, unexpectedly, or without deliberation (a 

- judgment} 2 NAm very easy or simple (a - course} 
snapdragon Anap,drag(a)n/ n any of several garden plants of the 
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figwort family having showy white, red, or yellow 2'lipped flowers [fr the 
fancied resemblance of the flowers to the face of a dragon] 

•nap fastener n, NAm a press-stud 

'•nap>,on adj designed to snap into position and fit tightly cu/Tsy 
•napper /'snaps/ n, pi snappers, (J) snappers, esp collectively snapper 

1 SNAPPiNCi lURTLF. 2 CLICK BLtiLF 3 any of numerous flesh-eating 
fishes of warm seas important as food and often as sport fishes ['snap 
+ '-fr] 

snapping turtle /'snaping/ n a large Amencan turtle that has powerful 
jaws 

snappish /'snapish/ adj la given to curt irritable speech b 
bad-tempered, testy (a replyy 2 inclined to snap or bile <a ^ dogy 
- snappishly adv, snappishness n 

snappy /'snapi/ adj 1 snappish 1 2a bnsk, quick <make if > b lively, 
animated <~ repartecy c stylish, smart <a dressery - snappily adv, 
snappiness n 

snapshot /'snap, shot/ n a casual photograph made typically by an 
amateur with a small hand-held camera and without regard to tech- 
nique 

'snare /snea/ n la a trap often consisting of a noose for catching animals 
b sthg by which one is trapped or deceived 2 any of the catgut stnngs or 
metal spirals of a snare drum which produce a rattling sound 3 a surgical 
instrument consisting usu of a wire loop used for removing tissue masses 
(e g tonsils) [ME, fr OE s/ieare, fr ON snara, akin to Gk narke numbness. 
OHG snuor cord - more at narrow] 

’snare vt la to capture (as lO by use of a snare b to procure by artful or 
skilful actions a top johy 2 to entangle or hold as if in a snare - 
snarer n 

'snare .drum n a ';ma.i Juubic-hcadcd drum with 1 or more snares 
stretched across Us lower head 

'snarl /snahl/ n 1 a tangle, esp of hair or thread, a knot 2 a confused or 
complicated situation, also, chiefly NAm a snarl-up [ME snarle, prob 
dim of snare] - snarly adj 

’snarl vt 1 to cause to become knotted and tntcrtwined, tangle 2 to make 
excessively confused or complicated ^ vi to become snarled USE{vt2, vi) 
often ( up - snarler n 

’snarl vi 1 to growl with bared teeth 2 to speak in a vicious or 
bad-tempered manner - vt to utter or express viciously or in a snarling 
manner [freq of obs E soar (to growl)] - snarl /», snarler n 
'snarl-, up n an instance of confusion, disorder, or obstruction, specif a 
traffic jam 

'snatch /snach/ vi to attempt to seize sthg suddenly - often ^ af at 
a rope) ^vi 1 to take or grasp abruptly or hastily a quick glancey 

2 to seize or grab suddenly and usu forcibly, wrongfully, or with difficulty 
[ME snacchen to give a sudden snap, sei/e, akin to MD snacken to snap 
at] - snatcher n 

’snatch n 1 a snatching at or of sthg 2a a bnef penod of time or activity 
(jsleep came in ^es> b sthg fragmentary or humed (^caught a bnef ^ 
of their conversationy 3 a robbery ~ infml 

'snatch .block n a block that can be opened on one side to receive a 
rope 

snatchy Anachi/ adj marked by breaks in continuity; spasmodic 
snazzy Anazi/ adj stylishly or flashily attractive - infml [perh blend of 
snappy and jaz/y] 

'sneak /sneek/ vb sneaked, NAm also snuck /snuk/ vi 1 to go or leave 
stealthily or furtively, slink (^boys ~ing over the orchard waJfy 2 to 
behave in a furtive or servile manner 3 Br to tell talcs (pupils never ^ 

• on their classmatesy - infml — vf to put, bnng, or take in a furtive or artful 
manner ed a glance at the reporf} [akin to OE smean to sneak along, 
OHG snahhan to creep - more at snail] - sneak up on to approach or 
act on stealthily 

’sneak n 1 a person who acts in a stealthy or furtive manner 2 the act 
or an instance of sneaking 2 Bra person, esp a schoolchild, who tells tales 
against others - infml - sneaky adj 

sneaker Aneeka/ n, chiefly NAm a plimsoll - usu pi ['sneak 
♦ '-er] 

sneaking Anecking/ adj 1 furtive, underhand 2 mean, contemptible 
3a not openly expressed; secret (a ^ desire for publicityy b instinctively 
felt but unverified (a suspicimiy - sneaklngly adv 
'sneak .thief n a thief who steals without using violence or breaking into 
buildings 

sneck /snek/ n, dial Br a latch [ME snekke] 

'sneer /sma/ vi 1 to smile or laugh with a curl of the lips to express scorn 
or contempt 2 to speak or write in a scornfully jeenng manner vt to 


utter with a sneer [prob akin to MHG snerren to chatter, gossip - more 
at snore] - sneercr n 
’sneer n a sneenng expression or remark 

sneeze /sneez/ vi or n (to make) a sudden violent involuntary audible 
expiration of breath [ME snesen, alter, of fnesen, fr OE fneosan, akin to 
MHG pfnusen to snort, sneeze, Gk pnein to breathe] - sneezer n, sneezy 
adj ~ sneeze at to make light of 

'sneeze, wort /-,wuht/ n a strong-scented Eurasian composite perennial 
plant 

snelt /snci/ adj, chiefly Scot keen, piercing <a - wind smote us - 
Scotsmany [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG snel bold, agile] 

'snick /snik/ vt 1 to cut slightly, nick 2 edge 4 [prob fr obs snick or 
snee to engage in cut-and-thrust fighting - more at snickersnee] 
’snick n EDGF 4 

snicker /smka/ vi or n (to) snigger [imit] - snickercr n, snickery 
adj 

snickersnee /.smka'snee, '-,-/ n a large knife [obs snick or snee (to 
engage in cut-and-thrust fighting), alter, of earlier steake or snye, fr D 
steken of snijden to thrust or cut] 

snicket Amkit/ n, N Eng a narrow pathway bordered by bushes or 
hedges [£ dial snicket (something small or insignificant)] 
snide /smed/ adj 1 slyly disparaging; insinuating < remarksy 2 chiefly 
NAm mean, low (a ^ tncky [ongin unknown] - anidely adv, sside* 
ness n 

'sniff /snif/ vi 1 to draw air audibly up the nose, esp for smellmg <-^ed 
at the flowers) 2 to show or express disdain or scorn at (not to be 
aty '^vt 1 to smell or take by inhalation through the nose 2 to utter m 
a haughty manner 3 to detect or become aware of (as iQ by smelling [ME 
sniffen, of imit ongin] 

’sniff n 1 an act or sound of sniffing 2 a quantity that is sniffed (a good 
-V of sea airy 

sniffer /'snifa/ n a pci son who illicitly takes drugs by sniffing (a glue > 
['SNIFT '-lr] 

'sniffle /'snifl/ VI sniffling /'snifling, 'sniH-ing/ to sniff repeatedly [freq 
of sniff] - sniffler n 

’sniffle n 1 an act or sound of sniffling 2 often pi a head cold marked 
by nasal discharge (he's got the ^s> 

sniffy /'snifi/ adj having or expressing a haughty attitude, supercilious 
- infml - sniffily adv, sniffiness n 

snifter /"snifta/ n a small dnnk of spirits - infml [E dial , sniff, snort, 
fr ME snifteren to sniff, snort] 

snig /snig/ vr -gg> Austr & NZ to drag (logs) without using a sledge 
[ongin unknown] 

snigger /'sniga/ vi to laugh in a partly suppressed often densive manner 
[alter, of smeka] - snigger n, sniggerer n 
'snip /snip/ n la a small piece smpped off, also a fragment, bit b a cut 
or notch made by snipping c an act or sound of snipping 2 pi but sing 
or pi in constr shears used esp for cutting sheet metal by hand 2 Br a 
bargain 4 Br cinch 2a - infml [fr or akin to D & LG snip] 

’snip vb -pp- vt to cut (as iQ with shears or scissors, esp with short rapid 
strokes ^ v; to make a short rapid cut (as if) with shears or scissors - 
snipper n 

'snipe /sniep/ n, pi snipes, esp collectively snipe any of vanous birds that 
usu have long slender straight bills, esp any of several game birds that 
occur esp in marshy areas and resemble the related woodcocks [ME, of 
Scand ongin; akin to ON snipa snipe, akin to OHG snepfa snipe] 
’snipe VI 1 to shoot at exposed individuals usu from in hiding at long range 
2 to aim a snide or obliquely cntical attack at [snipe (to shoot or hunt 
snipe)] - sniper n 

snippet /"snipit/ n a small part, piece, or item, esp a fragment of wriung 
or conversation ['snip ^ -et] - snippety adj 

snit /snit/ n, NAm, Austr, A NZ a bad or sulky mood - chiefly in in a 
snit, infml [ongin unknown] 

'snitch /snich/ vi to turn informer; squeal on sby - infml ~ vt to pilfer, 
pinch - infml [prob fr snitch, smtchel (fillip on the nose, nose); vt prob 
influenced by 'snatch] - sniteber n 
’snitch n an esp petty theft - infml 

snivel Anivl/ vi -II- {NAm -I-, -IN), Anivl ing/ 1 to run at the nose 2 
to sniff mucus up the nose audibly 3 to whme, snuffle 4 to speak or act 
in a whining, tearful, cnnging, or weakly emotional manner [ME so/v- 
elen, fr (assumed) OE snyHan-, akin to D snuffelea to snuffle, snu/ftn to 
sniff, Gk nan to flow - more at nourish] - ssifel o, siiiveller n 
snob /snob/ n 1 one who blatantly attempts to cultivate or imitate those 
he/she admires as social superiors 2s one who tends to patronize or avoid 
those he/she regards as inferior b one who has an air of smug supenority 
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in matters of knowledge or taste <a cultural ^ ) [obs snob (member of 
the lower classes, vulgar or ostentatious person), E dial., shoemaker] 

- snobbish, snobby adj, snobbishly adv, snobbishness n, snobbism n 
snobbery /'snob(9)n/ n (an instance oO snobbishness 

Sno-Cat /snoh .kat/ trademark - used for a tracklaying vehicle designed 
for travel on snow 

snog /snog/ vj -gg- Br to kiss and cuddle - slang [perh alter of 'snug] 

- snog n 

snood /snoohd/ n 1 a net or fabne bag, formerly worn at the back of 
the head by women, to hold the hair 2 Scot a nbbon or band for a 
woman's hair [(assumed) ME, fr OE snod, akin to OIr snath thread. OE 
nsedl needle] - snood vt 

snook /snoohk/ n a gesture of derision made by putting the thumb to the 
nose and spreading the fingers out - compare cxk'k a snook [ongin 
unknown] 

'snooker Anoohka/ n 1 a variation of pool played with 15 red balls and 
6 variously coloured balls 2 a position of the bails in snooker in which 
a direct shot would lose points [ongin unknown] 

’snooker w 1 to prevent (an opponent) from making a direct shot in 
snooker by playing the cue ball so that another ball rests between it and 
the object ball 2 to present an obstacle to; thwart - infml - snookered 
adj 

snoop /snoohp/ w to look or pry in a sneaking or interfenng manner [D 
snoepen to buy or eat on the sly; akin to O snappen to snap] - snoop n, 
snooper n 

snooty Anoohti/ adj 1 haughty, disdainful 2 characterized by snobbish 
attitudes <a ^ neighbourhood) USE infml [obs snoot (nose), fr ME 
sflufe] - snootily adv, snootiness n 

snooze /snoohz/ vi or n (to take) a nap - infml [ongin unknown] - 

snoozer n 

snore /snaw/ vi or n (to breathe with) a rough hoarse noise due to 
vibration of the soft palate dunng sleep [vb ME snoren, akin to MLG 
snorren to drone, MHG snerren to chatter, n fr vb] - snorer n 
'snorkel Anawkl/ n 1 a tube housing an air intake and exhaust pipes that 
can be exterided above the surface of the water from a submerged 
submarine 2 a J<shaped tube allowing a skin diver to breathe while face 
down in the water [G schnorchel] 

’snorkel w snorkeled; snorkeling Anawkl-ing/ to operate or swim sub* 
merged using a snorkel - snorkcler /'snawkla/ n 
'snort /snawt/ vi 1 to force air violently through the nose with a rough 
harsh sound 2 to express scorn, anger, or surpnse by a snort -^vt 1 to 
utter with or express by a snort <^ed A/s contempt) 2 to take in (a drug) 
by inhalation <-«- coke) - infml [ME snorten] 

’snort n 1 an act or sound of snorting 2 a snifter - infml 
snorter Anawta/ n sthg extremely powerful, difticuit, or impressive - 
infml [‘SNORT + '-er] 

snot /snot/ n 1 nasal mucus 2 a snotty person - slang [ME, fr OE 
gesnot; akin to OHG snuzza nasal mucus, Gk nan to flow - more at 
nourish] 

snotty Anoti/ adj 1 soiled with nasal mucus - infml 2 arrogantly or 
snobbishly unpleasant 3 contemptible, despicable USE {2&3) slang 
snout /snowt/ n la(l) a long projecting nose (e g of a pig) (2) a forward 
prolongation of the head of vanous animals b the human nose, esp when 
large or grotesque 2 tobacco - slang [ME snute-, akin to G schnauze 
snout] - snouted adj, snootish adj, snouty adj 
'snow /snoh/ n la (a descent of) water falling in the form of white flakes 
consisting of small ice crystals formed directly from vapour in the 
atmosphere b fallen snow 2a any of vanous congealed or crystallized 
substances resembling snow in appearance b cocaine - slang [ME. fr OE 
snaw; akin to OHG sneo snow, L niv-, nix, Gk nipha (acc)] - snowless 
adj 

’snow vi to fall in or as snow vr 1 to cause to fall like or as snow 2 
to cover, shut in, or block (as lO with snow - usu + in or up (^found 
themselves ^ed in after the blizzard) 3 chie/ly NAm to deceive, 
persuade, or charm ghbly 

''snow, ball A, bawl/ n a round mass of snow pressed or rolled together 
for throwing 

’showball vt to throw snowballs at ^vi 1 to throw snowballs 2 to 
increase or expand at a rapidly accelerating rate 
'snowberry Ab(3)ri/ n any of several white-bemed (garden) shrubs 
'snow .blindness n inflammation and painful sensitiveness to light 
caused by exposure of the eyes to ultraviolet rays reflected from snow or 
ice - tsow-blisd, laow-bliDdcd adj 

'snow, blink /-.blingk/ n a white glare in the sky over an expanse of 
snow 


'snow.bound A.bownd/ adj confined or surrounded by snow 
'snow-, broth /-, broth/ n newly melted snow 
snow bunting /hunting/ n a Eurasian and N Amencan bunting that 
IS a winter visitor to Europe 

‘snow, cap /-.kap/ n a covering cap of snow (e g on a mounUin top) - 
snowcapped adj 

'snow, drift /-4nft/ n a bank of drifted snow 
’snow,drop /-.drop/ n a bulbous European plant of the daffodil family 
bearing nodding white flowers in spring 

'snow,fall A,fawi/ n the amount of snow falling at one time or in a given 
penod 

'snow, flake A,flayk/ n a flake or crystal of snow 
snow goose n a large white goose with black-tipped wings 
snow job n, chiefly NAm an attempt to persuade or deceive by 
overwhelming with information or flattery [\«iow 3] 
snow leopard n a big cat of upland central Asia with long heavy fur 
that IS irregularly blotched with brownish black in summer and almost 
pure white in winter 

snow line n the lower margin of a pennanent expanse of snow 
'snow.man /-,man/ n a pile of snow shaped to resemble a human 
figure 

snowmobile /'snohm3,bcel/ n any of vanous automotive vehicles for 
travel on snow ['snow ^ auiomobiJe] 

''snow,plough /-,plow/ n 1 any of various vehicles or devices used for 
clearing snow 2 a turn in skiing with the skis in the snowploughing 
position 

’snowplough vi to force the heels of one’s ski’s outwards, keeping the 
tips together, in order to descend slowly or to stop 
'snow, shoe /-.shooh/ n a light oval wooden frame that is strung with 
thongs and attached to the foot to enable a person to walk on soft snow 
without sinking 

'snow,8torm /-.stawm/ n a storm of or with snow 
snow under vt 1 to overwhelm, esp m excess of capacity to handle or 
absorb sthg <snowed under with applications for the job) 2 NAm to 
defeat by a large margin 
,snow-'white adj spotlessly white 

snowy /'snoh'i/ adj la composed of (melted) snow b charactenzed by 
or covered with snow 2a whitened (as lO by snow (ground with fallen 
blossom) b snow-white - snowily adv, snowiness n 
.snowy 'owl n a very large white round-headed arctic owl that is a winter 
visitor to Europe and N Amcnca 

'snub /snub/ vt -bb- 1 to check or interrupt with a cutting retort, rebuke 
2 to restrain (e g a rope) suddenly while running out, esp by wrapping 
round a fixed object, also to halt the motion of by snubbing a line 3 to 
treat with contempt, esp by deliberately ignoring [ME snubben, of Scand 
origin, akin to ON snubba to scold, akin to Icel sneypa to scold] 
’snub n an act or an instance of snubbing, esp a slight 
’snub adj short and stubby /a ^ nose) ['snub (to shorten, cut off)] - 
snubness n 

.snub-'nosed /nohzd/ adj 1 having a short and slightly tumed-up nose 
2 having a very short barrel <a ~ revolver) 
snuck /snuk/ NAm past of sneak 

'snuff /snuf/ n the charred part of a candle wick [ME snoffe] 

’snuff vt 1 to tnm the snuff of (a candle) by pinching or by the use of 
snuffers 2a to extinguish (a flame) by the use of snuffers b to make 
extinct; put an end to - usu + out (an accident that ~ed out a life) - 
snuff it to die - infml 

’snuff vb or n (to) sniff [akin to D snuffen to ssifT, snuff - more at 
snivel] 

*snuff n a preparation of pulvenzed often scented tobacco inhaled usu 
through the nostrils [D snuf, short for snuftabak, fr snuffen to snuff + 
tabak tobacco] 

'snuffbox /-.boks/ n a small box for holding snuff, usu earned about the 
person 

snuffer Anufa/ n 1 an instrument resembling i pair of scissors for 
trimming the wick of a candle - usu pi but sing or pi in constr 2 an 
instrument consisting of a small hollow cone attached to a handle, used 
to extinguish candles 

snuffle Anuf&/ vb muffling /'snufling, 'snufl ing/ vi la to sniff, usu 
audibly and repeatedly b to draw air through an obstructed nose with a 
sniffing sound 2 to speak (as iO through the nose W to utter with much 
snuffling [akin to D snuffelen to snuffle - more at snivel] - muffle n, 
snuffler n 

'snuffy Anufi/ adj 1 quick to become annoyed; huffy 2 supercilious, 
disdainful [‘s/iu/)] 
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'snuffy Ad; 1 resembling snuff 2 addicted to the use of snuff 3 soiled with 
snuff ['snu/I] 

'snug /snug/ adj -gg- 1 fitting closely and comfortably <a ^ coat) 2a 
enjoying or affording warm secure comfortable shelter b marked by 
relaxation and cordiality <a evening among fnends} 3 affording a 
degree of comfort and ease <a income') [perh of Scand origin, akin to 
Sw snygg tidy, akin to ON snoggr shorn, bald, L novacuJa razor] - snug 
adv, snugly adv, snugness n 
'snug VI -gg- to snuggle 

*snug n, Br a small pnvate room or compartment in a pub, also a snuggery 
[short for snuggery] 

snuggery /'snug(9)n/ n, chiefly Br a snug cosy place, esp a small 
room 

snuggle /'snugl/ vb snuggling /snugling/ vi to curl up comfortably or 
cosily, nestle - infml ^ vt to draw close, esp for comfort or in affection 
<f/ie dog ^d his muzzle under his master’s arm} - infml [freq of 

'so /soh. also (occasional weak form) sa/ adv la(l) in this way, thus <s/nce 
he was ~ high} - often used as a substitute for a preceding word or word 
group (do you really think - ^ (are you ready'^ if - , let 's go} (2) most 
certainly, indeed (I hope to win and - 7 shalf} b(l) in the same way, 
also (worked hard and ^ did she} - used after as to introduce a parallel 
(as the French dnnk wine, ^ the British like their beer} (2) as an 
accompaniment - after as (as the wind increased, - the sea grew 
rougher} c in such a way - used esp before as or that, to introduce a result 
(the bo(^k IS ~ wntten that a child could understand it} or to introduce 
the idea of purpose (hid as not to get caught} 2a to such an extreme 
degree (had never been ^ happy} - used before as to introduce a 
companson, esp in the negative (not - fast as mine}, or, esp before as 
or that, to introduce a tesuK <ua,s ^ tired / went to bed} b very (Vm 

- glad you could come} c to a definite but unspecified extent or degree 
(can only do much in a day} 3 therefore, consequently (the witness 
IS biased and ^ unreliable} 4 then, subsequently (and home and to 
bed} 5 chiefly dial A NAm- used, esp by children, to counter a negative 
charge (you did ^ [ME. fr OE swa, akin to OUG so so, L sic so, thus. 
SI if, Gk hos so, thus, L suus one's own - more at suicidf] 

'so /soh/ conj 1 with the result that (her diction is good, ^ every word 
IS clear} 2 in order that, i hat 2(1) (be quiet ^ he can sleep} 3a for that 
reason, therefore (don’t want to go, -- 7 won’t} b(l) - used as an 
introductory particle here we are} often to belittle a point under 

discussion ('^ whaf^ (2) - used inteijectionally to indicate awareness of 
a discovery that’s who did it} or surprised dissent 
'so /soh/ adj I conforming with actual facts, true (said things that were 
not 2 disposed in a definite order (his books are always 

exactly 

*80 /soh/ pron such as has been specified or suggested; the same (became 
chairman and remained ^ > - or so - used to indicate an approximation 
or conjecture (I’ve known him 20 years or so) 

'80, sob /soh/ n ‘sol 

'soak /sohk/ VI 1 to lie immersed in liquid (c g water), esp so as to become 
saturated or softened (pul the clothes to ■^} 2a to enter or pass through 
sthg (as lO by pores or small openings; permeate b to become fully felt 
or appreciated - usu i in or into ^vt 1 to permeate so as to wet, soften, 
or fill thoroughly 2 to place in a surrounding element, esp liquid, to wet 
or permeate thoroughly 3 to extract (as iQ by steeping the dirt out} 
4a to draw m (as lO by absorption ed up the sunshine} b to intoxicate 
(oneselO with alcohol - infml 5 to charge an excessive amount of money 

- infml (^edthe taxpayers} [ME soken, fr OE socian; akin to OE sucan 
* to suck] - soakage n, soaker n 

'soak n la soaking or being soaked b that (e g liquid) in which sthg ' 
soaked 2 a drunkard - infml 

'soaka.way /-a, way/ n, Br a depression dug in permeable ground into 
which surface water flows and naturally drains away 
'so-and-.80 n, pi so-and-sos, so-and-so’s 1 an unnamed or unspecified 
person or thing (Miss So-and-so) 2 a disliked or unpleasant person - 
euph (the cheeky ^ !} 

'soap /sohp/ n 1 a cleansing and emulsifying agent that lathers when 
rubbed in water and consists essentially of sodium or potassium salts of 
fatty acids 2 a salt of a fatty acid [ME sope, fr OE sape, akin to OHG 
seifa soap, L sebum tallow] 

'soap vt 1 to rub soap over or into 2 to flatter - often 4^ up; infml 
‘soapberry /-b(9)ri, -.ben/ n any of a genus of chiefly tropical woody 
plants with fruits that are typically nch in saponin 
'soapibox /-.boks/ n an improvised platform used by an informal orator 

- soapbox adj 


'soap .opara n a radio or television drama characterized by stock 
domestic situations and melodramatic or sentimental treatment [fr its 
frequently being sponsored in the USA by soap manufacturers] 

'soap, stone /-.stohn/ n a soft greyish green or brown stone having a 
soapy feel and composed mainly of magnesium silicate 
'soap, wort /-.wuht/ n a European perennial plant of the pink family 
whose leaves yield a detergent when bruised 

soapy /'sohpi/ adj 1 containing or combined with soap or saponin 2a 
smooth and slippery b suave, ingratiating - loapily adv, soapiness n 
'soar /saw/ vi la to fly high in the air b(1) to sail or hover in the air, 
often at a great height (2) of a glider to fly without engine power and 
without loss of altitude 2 to rise rapidly or to a very high level ^tempera- 
tures '^ed into the upper 30s} 3 to nse upwards in position or status (a 
mg reputation > 4 to be of imposing height or stature, tower (mountains 
'^cd above us) [ME soren, fr MF essorer to air, soar, fr (assumed) VL 
exaurare to air, fr L ex- ^ aura air - more at aura] - soarer n 
'soar n (the range, distance, or height attained in) soanng 
soaring /'sawnng/ n the act or sport of flying a heavier-than-air craft 
without power by using ascending air currents 
'sob /sob/ vb -bb- VI 1 to weep with convulsive catching of the breath 2 
to make a sound like that of a sob or sobbing ^ vr 1 to bnng (e g oneselO 
to a specified state by sobbing < ^ bed himself to sleep} 2 to express or 
utter with sobs bed out her gnef) [ME sobben] 

'sob n an act or sound of sobbing; also a similar sound 
'sober /sobba/ adj 1 not drunk or addicted to dnnk 2 gravely or 
earnestly thoughtful 3 calmly sclf-cont rolled, sedate 4a well balanced, 
realistic (a estimate} b sane, rational 5 subdued in tone or colour 
[ME sobre, fr MF. fr L sobnus, akin to L ebnus drunk] - soberly adv, 
soberness n 

'sober vb to make or become sober - usu + up 
,sober*sided /-‘siedid/ adj excessively eamest or scnous-minded - 
infml 

'sobersides /-.siedz/ n, pi sobersides a sobersided person -- infml 
sobriety /sa'bne ati/ n being sober - fml [ME sobnetie, fr MF sobnete, 
fr L sobnetat-, sobnetas, fr .sobnus] 

sobriquet /'sohbri.kay/ n a nickname [F, fr MF soubnquet tap under 
the chin, nickname] 

'sob .story n a sentimental story or account intended chiefly to elicit 
sympathy - infml 

'sob .stuff n matenal designed to have a sentimental or strongly emo- 
tional appeal - infml 

socage, soccage Aokij/ n a feudal tenure of land by nonmilitary service 
or by payment I'f rent [ME, fr soc soke] - socager n 
,80-'called adj \ commonly named, popularly so termed (involved in ^ 
campus politics 2 falsely or improperly so named (deceived by hts 
fnend} 

soccer /'soka/ n a football game that is played with a round ball between 
teams of 1 1 players each, that features the kicking and heading of the ball, 
and in which use of the hands and arms is prohibited except to the 
goalkeepers sport [by shortening & alter fr assoaation (foot- 
ball)] 

sociable /'sohsh(i)abl/ adj 1 inclined to seek or enjoy companionship; 
companionable 2 conducive to fnendliness or cordial social relations 
(spent a - evening at the club} [MF or L, MF, fr L sociabilis, fr sociare 
to join, associate, fr soc/us] - sociableness n, sociably adv, sociability 
/-a'bibti/ n 

'social /'s<ihsh(a)l/ adj 1 involving allies or confederates (the Social War 
between the Athenians and their allies) 2a sociable b of or promoting 
companionship or friendly relations (a club} 3a tending to form 
cooperative relationships, greganous (man » a ^ bang} b living and 
breeding in more or less organized communities insects} c of a plant 
tending to grow in patches or clumps so as to form a pure stand 4 of 
human society < ^ institutions} 5a of or based on status in a particular 
society (his ^ set} b (charactenstic) of the upper classes (writes a 
column of ^ gossip} [L socialis, fr socius companion, ally, associate; akin 
to L sequi to follow - more at sue] - socially adv 
'social n a social gathenng, usu connected with a church or club 
.social 'climber n one who strives to gain a higher social position or 
acceptance in fashionable society - derog - social climbing n 
.social 'contract n t an actual or supposed agreement among individ- 
uals forming an organized society or between (part oO the community and 
the governing power ruler that defines and limits the nghts and duties of 
each 2 an unwritten agreement whereby trade unions regulate wage 
demands in return for governmental concessions [trans of F contnt 
social] 
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.social da'mocracy n a political movement advocating a gradual and 
democratic transition to socialism - social democrat n, social democratic 
Mdj 

social disaasa n venereal disease 

socialism /'sohsh(3)l,iz(a)m/ n 1 an economic and political theory 
advocating, or a system based on. collective or state ownership and 
administration of the means of production and distnbution of goods 2 a 
transitional stage of society in Marxist theory distinguished by unequal 
distnbution of goods according to work done 
''socialist Aist/ n 1 one who advocates or practises socialism 2 cap a 
member of a socialist party or group 
‘socialist adj 1 of socialism 2 cap of or constituting a party advocating 
socialism 

.social'istic /-auk/ adj of or tending towards socialism - socialistically 
adv 

socialist raalism n a Marxist aesthetic theory calling for the instructive 
and educational use of the arts to develop social consciousness - social 
rcallftii 

SOCiallta /'sohsh(3)het/ n a socially active or prominent person 
sociality /.sohshi'alati/ n the tendency to associate in or form social 
groups 

social iza, -ise /'sohsh(3)l,iez/ vt 1 to make social; esp to fit or tram for 
life in society 2 to adapt to social needs or uses science) 3 to 
constitute on a socialist basis industry^ ^vi to act in a sociable 
manner </iices to ^ with hu students) - socializer n, aociaiization 
Aie'zaysh(a)n/ n 

SOCializad madicina n, NAm medical services administered by an 
organized group (eg a state agency) and paid for by assessments, 
philanthropy, or taxation 

.social 'scianca n 1 the scientific study of human society and the 
relationships between its members 2 a science (e g econonucs or politics) 
dealing with a particular aspect of human society - social scientist n 
.social aa'curity n 1 provision by the state through pensions, unem- 
ployment benefit, sickness benefit, etc for its citizens’ economic sccunty 
and social welfare 2 supplementary benefit 
jKicial 'sarvica n activity designed to promote social welfare, esp an 
organized service (e g education or housing) provided by the state 
'social .work n any of vanous professional activities concerned with the 
aid of the economically underprivileged and socially maladjusted > social 
worker n 

SOCiatal /sa'sie-atl/ adj of society < ^ forces) - aocietally adv 
'soclaty /sa'sie-ati/ n 1 companionship or association ^ith others; com- 
pany 2 often cap a the human race considered in terms of its structure 
of social institutions cannot tolerate lawlessness) b(l) a community 

having common traditions, institutions, and collective interests (.the 
Society of Fnends) (2) an organized group working together or penod- 
ically meeting because of common mterests, beliefs, or profession (.the 
/foyaf Soaety) 3a a clearly identifiable social circle (.literary ^ > b a 
fashionable leisure class (.not seen m the best > 4 a natural group of 
plants, usu of a single species or habit [MF societe, fr L societat-, societas, 
fr socius companion - more at social] 

*80Ciwty adj (charactenstic) of fashionable society (a ^ wedding) 
•ocio- / 3 ohs(h)ioh-/ comb form 1 society (sociography) 2 social (and) 
(aoaopoliticaf) [F. fr L socius companion] 

sociobiology /.aohs(h)iohbie'obji/ n the scientific study of animal 
behaviour from the point of view that all behaviour has evolved by natural 
selection - aociobiological adj, sociobiologically adv, socibiolofdst n 
.socio'cuitursi /•'kulcharal/ adj combining social and cultural factors 
- •odocHhurally adv 

,SOCio,SCO'nofnic /'.eka'nomik, -.eeka-/ adj of or involving a combina- 
tion of social and economic factors 

.soeiolin'guistics Aling'gwistiks/ n pi but sing in constr the study of 
linguistic behaviour as determined by social and cultural factors - 
fodoUsgniat n, BOctoUngnlatkally adv, sociolinguistic adj 
sociology / 3 ohs(h)i'obji/ n the science of social institutions and rela- 
tionships; specif the study of the behaviour of organized human groups 
[F sociologies fr aocio- f -hgie -logy] - sociologist n. sociologl^ 
/•olojikl/ adj 

sociomstry /.sohsChyi'omatri/ n the study and measurement of social 
rebtioRS (e g friendships in a small group of people) [ISV] - sodometric 
Ai'O'metrik/ adj 

'sock /wok/ n, pi socks, NAm also sox a knitted or woven covering for 
the foot usu extending above the ankle and sometimes to the knee [ME 
socke, fr 0£ aocc light shoe, fr L soccus] 

‘sock vt to hit or apply forcefully - infml [prob of Scand origin; akin to 


ON sokkva to cause to sink, akin to OE sincan to sink] - sock it to to 
subject to vigorous or powerful attack - infml 
*sock n a vigorous or forceful blow, a punch (gave him a on the chin) 

- infml 

'socket /'sokit/ n an opening or hollow that forms a holder for sthg (the 
eye ^ > (put the plug in the >; also an electrical plug [ME soket, fr AF, 
dim of OF soc ploughshare, of Celt origin, akin to Mir soc ploughshare, 
lit., snout of a hog, akin to OE sugu sow - more at 'sow] 

‘socket vt to provide with or place in a socket 
sockeye /'sok.ie/ n a small commercially important Pacific salmon that 
ascends nvers chiefly from Columbia northwards to spawn in spnng [by 
folk etymology fr Salish dial suk-kegh] 

socking /sobng/ adv. chiefly Br extremely > infml, usu great (a 
great pile of bncks) 

Socratic /so'kratik/ adj of Socrates, his followers, or his philosophical 
method of systematic doubt and questioning [Socrafes t399 bc Gk 
philosopher] - Socratically adv 

Socratic irony n a pretence of ignorance in order to elicit the false 
conceptions of another through adroit questioning 
'aod /sod/ n 1 turf 1 ; also the grass-covered surface of the ground 2 one’s 
native land - infml [ME, fr MD or MLG sode; akin to OFns satha 
sod] 

‘sod n, Br 1 an objectionable person, esp male 2 a fellow (he’s not a bad 
little ~ - Noel Coward) USE slang [short for sodomite] 

‘aod vt -dd- Br to damn - usu used as an oath < ^ you!) or in the present 
participle as a meaningless intensive, slang 
soda /'sohdd/ n (2b) pi sodas la sodium caruonaie b sodium bicar 
BONATE c SODIUM HYDROXIDE 2a SODA WATER b chiefly NAm a sweet 
dnnk consisting of soda water, flavounng, and often ice cream [It, banlla 
plant, soda, fr (assumed) ML. banlla plant] 

'soda .fountain n 1 chiefly NAm an apparatus with a delivery tube and 
taps for drawing soda water 2 NAm a counter where sodas, sundaes, and 
ice cream are prepared and served 
aodaiist /’sohdl ist/ n a member of a sodality 
sodality /soh'dalati/ n 1 a brotherhood, community 2 a devotional or 
chantable association of Roman Catholic laity [L sodahtat-, sodalitas 
comradeship, club, fr sodalis comrade] 

'soda .water n a beverage consisting of water highly charged with 
carbonic acid gas ** 

sodden /’sod(»)n/ adj 1 full of moisture or water, saturated (the 
ground) 2 heavy, damp, or doughy because of imperfect cooking <'^ 
bread) 3 dull or expressionless, esp from habitual drunkenness (his — 
features) [ME soden, fr pp of sethen to seethe] - soddenly adv, sodden- 
ness n 

sodium /'sohdi-am, 'sohdyam/ n a silver white soft ductile element of the 
alkali metal group that occurs abundantly in nature in combined form and 
is very active chemically periodic tabll [NL, fr E soda] 
.sodium bi’carbonate/i a white weakly alkaline salt used esp in baking 
powders, fire extinguishers, and medicine as an antacid 
.sodium 'carbonate n a sodium salt of carbonic acid used esp in 
making soaps and chemicals, in water softening, in cleaning and bleach- 
ing, and in photography, also washinci soda 
.sodium 'chioride n salt la 

.sodium .cromo'giycate /.krohmoh'gliekayt/ n a synthetic drug used 
to prevent and treat allergic reactions, esp asthma and inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the nose - compare intal [cromoglycate fr 
cromoglycic acid, fr chrom- + glyc- + -ic] 

.sodium hy'droxide n a white brittle solid that la a strong caustic alkali 
used esp in making soap, rayon, and paper 
'sodium ,pump n the process by which sodium ions are actively 
transported across a cell membrane 

.sqdium .thio'suiphate /.thie oh'sulfayt/ n a sslt used esp as a photo- 
graphic fixing agent and a bleaching agent 

.sodium-'vapour .lamp, 'sodiun Jamp n an electric lamp in which the 
discharge takes place through sodium vapour causing a charactenstic 
yellow-orange light and which is used esp for stfleet lighting 
,sod 'off /sod/ vi, Br to go away - slang 
sodomite /sodamiet/ n one who practises sodomy 
sodomy /*sixl3mi/ n a sexual act, resembling copulation, other than 
normal coitus eg a the penetration of the penis into the mouth or esp 
the anus of another, esp another male b sexual relations between a human 
being and an aninuil [ME fr OF sodomie, fr LL Sodoma Sodom, city of 
ancient Palestine; fr the homosexual leanings of the men of that city 
(Gen 19:1-11)] 

soa'er /soh'ea/ adv soever - poetic 
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soever /soh'eva/ adv to any possible or known extent > used after an 
adjective preceded by how {how fair she may fte>; poetic [-soever (as 
in howsoever)] 

sofa /'sohfa/ n a long upholstered seat with a back and 2 arms or raised 
ends that typically seats 2 to 4 people [Ar suffah long bench] 
sofa bed n a bedsettee 

so 'far as conj insofar as ^ 

soffit /sofit/ n the underside of an overhang, staircase, arch, etc 
ARCHiTECiURE [F sofTite, fr It soffitto, fr (assumed) VL suffictus, pp of 
L sufTigere to fasten underneath - more at suffix] 

’soft /soft/ adj la yielding to physical pressure <a mattress') 
ground) b of a consistency that may be shaped, moulded, spread, or easily 
cut <— dough) cheese) c relatively lacking in hardness wotxA 
d easily magnetized and demagnetized c deficient in or free from salts (c g 
of calcium or magnesium) that prevent lathenng of soap water) f 
having relatively low energy X rays) g intended to avoid or prevent 
damage on impact landing of a spacecraft on the moon) 2a pleasing 

or agreeable to the senses, bnnging ease or quiet b having a bland or 
mellow taste c not bnght or glaring, subdued <a - glow) d(l) quiet in 
pitch or volume, not harsh (2) of c and g pronounced /s/ and /j/ 
respectively (c g in acid and age) - not used technically (3) of a consonant 
sound articulated with or followed by /y/ (c g in Russian) e(l) of the eyes 
having a liquid or gentle appearance (2) having a gently curved outline 
<-- hills against the honzon) f smooth or delicate in texture 
cashmere) g(l) balmy or mild in weather or temperature (2) falling or 
blowing with slight force or impact < ^ breezes) 3 marked by a kindness, 
lenience, or mtxleration eg a(l) not being or involving harsh or onerous 
terms / ^ option) (2) demanding little eflfort. easy <a ^ job) (3) based 
on negotiation and ohulutiion rather than on a show of power or on 
threats (took a line towards the enemy) b(l) mild, low-key, specif noi 
of the most extreme or harmful kind < — porn) (2) of a drug considered 
less detnmental than a hard drug; not (strongly) addictive 4a lacking 
resilience or strength, esp as a result of having led a life of ease b not 
protected against enemy attack, vulnerable (a ^ aboveground landing 
site) c mentally deficient, feebleminded (^ in the head) 5a impression- 
able b readily influenced or imposed upon, compliant c(l) lacking 
firmness or strength of character, feeble (2) marked by a gradually 
declining trend, not firm <wool prices are increasingly > d amorously 
attracted, esp covertly - ♦ on (has been ^ on her for years) 6 dealing 
with ideas, opinions, etc, rather than facts and figures (the ^ sciences) 
[ME, fr OE softe, alter of sefle, akin to OHG semfii soft] - sofHsh adj, 
softly adv, softness n 

^soft n a soft object, matcnal, or part (the ~ of the thumb) 

’soft adv m a soft or gentle manner, softly 

'80ft.ball /-.bawl/ n a game similar to baseball played on a smaller field 
with a ball larger than a baseball 

,8oft-'boil vt to boil (an egg in its shell) to the point at which the white 
solidifies but the yolk remains unset [back-formation fr so/l-boiled] 
soft coal n bituminous coal 
'soft-, core adj soft 3b( 1 ) 

,sof t-'cover adj bound in flexible, not hard, covers; specif paperback 
.soft 'drink n a drink typically based on soda water and often served 
chilled 

soften /'sof(3)n/ vt 1 to make soft or softer 2a to weaken the military 
resistance or the morale of b to impair the strength or resistance of 
him up with compliments) ^ vi to become soft or softer USE {2) often 
+ up - softener n 

' soft fruit n, chiefly Br edible fruit (e g strawbernes, raspbemes, and 
blackcurrants) that is small, stonelcss, and grows on low bushes 
.soft 'furnishing n, chiefly Br (the practice of furnishing with) a cloth 
article (e g a curtain or chair cover) that increases the comfort, utility, or 
decorativeness of a room or piece of furniture - usu pi 
soft goods n pi textiles and textile products (e g clothing) 
.sbfthsaded A'hedid/ adj foolish, stupid - softheadedly adv, soft- 
beadedness n 

.softhearted A'hahtid/ adj kind, compassionate - softheartedly adv, 
softbeartedness n 
softie Aofti/ n a softy 

.soft- land vb to (cause to) make a soft landing on a celestial body (c g 
the moon) [back-formation fr soft landing] - soft-lander n 
soft palate n the fold at the back of the hard palate that partially 
separates the mouth and pharynx 
soft-paste porcelain n porcelain lb 

.soft-pedal vb -II- (NAm -I-, -1I-) to attempt to minimize the importance 


of (sthg), esp by talking cleverly or evasively the issue of arms 
sales) 

soft pedal n a foot pedal on a piano that reduces the volume of 
sound 

soft sell n the use of suggestion or gentle persuasion in selling rather than 
aggressive pressure - compare hard sell 

.soft-shell, .soft-'sbelled adj having a soft or fragile shell, esp as a result 
of recent shedding 

.soft-'shoe adj of or being up dancing done in soft-soled shoes without 
meul Ups 

,80ft-'soap vt to persuade or mollify with flattery or smooth Ulk - infml 
- soft-soaper n 

soft soap n 1 a semifluid soap 2 flattery - infml 
,soft-'spoken adj having a mild or gentle voice; also suave 
soft spot n a sentimental weakness (has a ~ for him) 
soft touch n sby easily imposed on or Uken advanuge of - infml 
'software /-.wea/ n 1 the entire set of programs, procedures, and 
related documentation associated with a system, esp a computer system, 
specif computer programs 2 sthg contrasted with hardware; esp matenals 
for use with audiovisual equipment 

'softwood /-.wood/ n the wood of a coniferous tree - softwood adj 
softy, softie /'softi/ n 1 an excessively sentimental or susceptible person 
2 a feeble, efleminate, or foolish person USE infml 
soggy Asogi/ adj la waterlogged, soaked (a ^ lawn) b sodden 2 2 
heavily dull prose) [£ dial sog (to soak)] - soggUy adv, soggi- 
ness n 

soh /soh/ n 'sol [by alter ] 

soi-disant /.swah 'deezonh (Fr swa dizo)/ adj self-styled, so-called (a ^ 
artist) [F] 

soign6 Awahnyay, -'-/, fern soignM /'-/adj well-groomed; also elegant 
[F, fr pp of soigner to take care of. fr ML soniare] 

’soil /soyl/ vt 1 to sum or make unclean, esp superficially; dirty 2 to defile 
morally, corrupt 3 to blacken or tarnish (e g a person's repuUtion) w 
to become soiled or dirty [ME soilen, fr OF sotller to wallow, soil, fr soil 
pigsty, prob fr L suile, fr sus pig - more at ’sow] 

’soil n 1 suin, defilement 2 sthg (e g refuse or sewage) that spoils or 
pollutes 

’soil n 1 firm land; earth 2a the upper layer of earth that may be dug or 
ploughed and in which plants grow b the superficuU unconsobdated and 
usu weathered part of the mantle of a planet, esp the earth 3 country, land 
(his native ^ > 4 a medium in which sthg takes hold and develops [ME, 
fr AF, fr L solium seat; prob akin to L sedere to sit - more at sit] - soily 
adj 

'soilless /-lis/ adj earned on without soil <— agriculture) 
soil pipe n a pipe for carrying off wastes from toilets 
soil science n the scientific study of soils 

soiree, soir^ Aswahray/ n a party or reception held in the evening [F 
soiree evening penod, evening party, fr MF, fr soir evening, fr L sem at 
a late hour, fr serus late ~ more at since] 

soixante-neuf /.swasont 'nubf/ n mutual cunnilingus and fellatio, 
mutual fellatio; mutual cunnilingus [F. lit , 69] 
sojourn Asojan, 'su-/ vi or n (to make) a temporary suy - fml [vb ME 
sojomen, fr OF sojomer, fr (assumed) VL subdiumare, fr L sub under, 
dunng + LL diumum day - more at sub-, journey; n ME sojom, fr OF. 
fr sojomer] - aojovnier n 

soke /sohk/ n 1 the nght in Anglo-Saxon and early English law to hold 
a local court of justice and receive certain fees and fines 2 the distnct 
included in a soke jurisdiction [ME soc, soke, fr ML soca, fr OE seen 
inquiry, junsdiction; akin to OE secan to seek] 

’sol /sol/ n the Sth note of the diatonic scale in solmization [ML - more 
at gamut] 

’sol /sohl/ n, pi soles /-lays/ Peru at nationauty [AmerSp, fr Sp, 
sun, fr L] 

*801 /sol/ fi a fluid colloidal system, esp one in which the continuous phase 
IS a liquid [-sol (as in hydrosol), fr solution] 

’solace Asolas/ n (a source oft consolation or comfort in grief or anxiety 
[ME solas, fr OF. fr L solacium, fr solan to console - more at silly] 
’solace vt 1 to give solace to; console 2 to alleviate, relieve grief) - 
solaceiiieBt n. solscer n 

solan goose Asohbn/ n a gannet [ME soland, fr ON sula pillar, gannet 
+ ond duck; akin to OE syl pillar & to OHG anut duck, L anas] 
solanina Asobmn, -neen/, solanis Anin/ n a bitter poisonous alkaloid 
found in several plants of the nightshade family, esp tomatoes and green 
poUtoes [F solanine, fr L solanum nightshade] 

’solar Asohb/ adj 1 of or derived from the sun, esp as affecting the earth 
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2 (of or reckoned by time) measured by the earth’s course in relation to 
the sun 3 produced or opmted by the action of the sun's hght or heat; 
also using the sun's rays energy, food [ME, fr L solans, fr sol 
sun; akin to OE A. ON sol sun, Gk hdkxt] 

^olar D an upper room in a medieval house [ME, fr OE; akin to MD solre 
loft, flat roof, OHG solan loft; all fr a prehistonc WGmc word borrowed 
fr L solarium part of a house exposed to the sun] 
solar call n a photovoltaic cell or thermopile that is able to convert the 
CT^gy of sunhght into electrical energy and is used as a power source 

3^ ENERGY, SPACE 

solar constant n the quantity of radiant solar heat received by a given 
area of the earth’s surface in a given time 

solar day n the interval between transits of the apparent or mean sun 
across the meridian 

solarium /sa'lean-am/ n, pi solaria /-n a/ also solariums a room exposed 
to the sun (e g for relaxation or treatment of illness) [L, fr so/\ 
solar'izSf -ise /'sohlanez/ vt 1 to expose to sunlight; specif to aflect by 
the action of the sun’s rays 2 to subject (photographic matenals) to 
intense or continued exposure so as to change the relative tonal values of 
parts of the picture - solarization A'zayshfdjn/ n 
solar panel n a large number of solar cells grouped together (e g on a 
spacecraft) energy 

,SOlar 'plexus Apleksas/ n 1 an interlacing network of nerves in the 
abdomen behind the stomach 2 the pit of the stomach [fr the radiating 
nerve flbres] 

'solar .system n the sun together with the groi^ of celestial bodies that 
are held by its attraction and revolve round it astronomy 
.solar 'wind /wind/ n the contmuous flow of charged particles from the 
sun's surface into space 

solatium /sa'laysh(i)3m/ n, pi solatia /'Sh(i)3/ a compensation (eg 
money) given as solace for suflenng, loss, hurt feelings, etc [LL solacium, 
solatium, fr L. solace] 
sold /sohid/ past of sfll 

'solder /sohlda, 'solda/ it an alloy, esp of tin and lead, used when melted 
to join metallic surfaces [ME soudurc, fr MF, fr souder to solder, fr L 
solidare to .nake solid, fr solidus solid] 

^solder vt 1 to unite or make whole (as lO by solder 2 to hold or join 
together; unite <a fnendship ^ ed by common interests} ^ vi to become 
united or repaired (as iQ by solder - solderer n, solderability 
Ara'bibti/ n 

'soldering .iron /'sohld(9)nng, 'solV n a usu electncally heated device 
that is used for melting and applying solder 
'soldier Asohlja/ n la sby engaged in military service, esp in the army b 
an enlisted man or woman c a person of usu specified military skill <a 
good > 2 any of a caste of ants or wingless termites having a large head 
and jaws [ME soudier, fr OF, fr soulde pay, fr LL solidus solidus] - 
soldierly adj or adv, soldiership n 

’soldier v; 1 to serve as a soldier 2 to press doggedly forward - usu 4 
071 <'^ed on without a windscreen} 

soldier beetle n any of various bnghtly coloured soft-bodied beetles 
soldier of fortune n sby who seeks an adventurous, esp military, life 
wherever chance allows 

soldiery Asohljan/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a body of soldiers 2 a set of 
soldiers of a specified sort <a drunken ~ > 

,SOld>'OUt adj 1 having all available tickets or places sold, esp m advance 
2 having sold the entire stock of a specified product (^wanted petrol hut 
the garage was ^} 

'sole /sohl/ 71 la the undersurface of a foot b the part of a garment or 
article of footwear on which the sole rests 2 the usu flat bottom or lower 
part of sthg or the base on which sthg rests [ME. fr MF. fr L solea sandal, 
akin to L solum base, ground, soil] - soled adj 
’sole vt to provide with a sole a shoe} 

’sole n any of several flatfish including some valued as supenor food fishes 
[ME, fr MF. fr L solea sandal, a flatfish] 

*SOle adj 1 being the only one; only <5he was her mother’s ^ confidante} 
2 belonging or relating exclusively to 1 individual or group nghts of 
puhUcatkm} 3 esp of a woman not married - used in law [ME, alone, 
ft MF seui, fr L solus] - solenesa n 

solecism /'soli,siz(a)m/ n I a minor blunder in speech or wnting 2 a 
deviation from what is proper or normal; esp a breach of etiquette or 
decorum [L soloecismus, ft Gk soloikismos, fr soloikos speaking incor- 
rectly, lit., inhabitant of Sok>i, ft Soloi, city in ancient Ciheia where a 
substandard form of Attic was spoken] - aoleclstk /-'sistik/ adj 
solely /'sohl(l)i/ adv 1 without another; singly (was responsible} 2 
to the exclusion of all else (done ^ for money} 


solemn Asobm/ adj 1 performed so as to be legally binding <a ^ oath} 

1 marked by the observance of established form or ceremony; specif 
celebrated with full liturgical ceremony 3a conveying a deep sense of 
reverence or exaltation; sublime (was stirred by the ~ music} b marked 
by seriousness and sobriety c sombre, gloomy [ME solemne, fr MF, ft 
L sollemnis regularly appointed, solemn] - solemnly adv, solemnncss n, 
solemnify /sa'lemnifie/ vt 

solemnity /sa'lemnati/ n 1 formal or ceremonious observance of an 
occasion or event 2 a solemn event or occasion 3 solemn character or 
state (the of his words} 

solemn ize, -Ise /'sobmnier./ vt 1 to observe or honour with solemnity 

2 to perform with pomp or ceremony, esp to celebrate (a marriage) with 
religious rites 3 to make solemn or serious; dignify - solemnization 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

solemn mass n high mass 

solemn vow n an absolute and irrevocable vow taken by a member of 
a Roman Catholic order, under which ownership of property is prohibited 
and marriage is invalid under canon law ~ compare simple vow 
solenoid Asobnoyd/, 'soh-/ n a coil of wire commonly in the form of a 
long cylinder that when carrying a current produces a magnetic field and 
draws in a movable usu ferrous core [F solenoide, fr Gk solenoeid^ pipe- 
shaped. fr solen pipe - more at syringe] - solenoidal /-'noydl/ adj 
soleplate /'sohl.playt/ n the undersurface of an iron used for pressing 
cloth or clothing 

solera /soh'leara/ n (the system of sherry and Madeira production using) 
a group of barrels for the gradual blending of young and mature wines 
[Sp, traverse beam, stone base, lees of wine, fr suelo ground, lees, fr L 
solum ground, base] 

sol-fa Asol ,fah/ n 1 also sol-fa syllables the syllables do, re, mi, etc used 
in singing the notes of the scale 2 solmization 3 ionic sol-fa 
solfatara /.solb'tahra/ n a volcanic outlet that yields only hot (sulphur- 
ous) vapours and gases [It, sulphur mine, fr solfo sulphur, fr L sul- 
fur] 

solfdge /sol'fezh/ n (a singing exercise or practice m sight-reading vocal 
music using) the application of the sol-fa syllables to a musical scale or 
a melody [F, ft It solfeggio] 
solfeggio /soffeji-oh/ n solfege [It, ft sol-fa] 
solicit /so'lisit/ vt 1 to make a formal or earnest appeal or request to, 
entreat 2a to attempt to lure or entice, esp into evil hofa prostitute to 
proposition publicly 3 to try to obtain by usu urgent requests or pleas 
military aid} 4 to require, call for (the situation ^s the closest 
attention} - fml ^vi 1 to ask earnestly for, importune 2 of a prostitute 
to proposition sby publicly [MEsoliciten to disturb, take charge of, fr MF 
solliciter, fr L sollicitare to disturb, fr sollicitus anxious, fr sollus whole 
(fr Oscan, akin to Gk holos whole) *■ citus, pp of acre to move] - 
aolicitant ti, solicitation /-'taysh(3)n/ n 

solicitor /sa'lisita/ n la qualified lawyer who advises clients, represents 
them in the lower courts, and prepares cases for hamsters to try in higher 
courts 2 the chief law officer of a US municipality, county, etc [solicit 
F '-or] - solicitorship n 

so.iicitor 'general n, pi solicitors general 1 often cap SAG a Crown 
law officer ranking after the attorney general in England 2 a federally 
appomted assistant to the US attorney general 
solicitous /sp'lisiUs/ adj 1 showing consideration or anxiety; concerned 
<'^ about the future} 2 desirous of, eager to - fml [L solhcitus] - 
solicitously adv, solicitousness n 

solicitude /sa'lisityoohd/ n 1 being solicitous, concern; also excessive 
care or attention 2 a cause of care or concern - usu pi with sing 
meaning 

'solid Asolid/ adj la without an internal cavity <a,^ ball of rubber} b 
haying no opening or division (a ^ wall} c(l) set is type or printed with 
minimum spacing (e g without leads) between linei (2) join^ without a 
hyphen (a ~ compound} 2 of uniformly close and coherent texture; 
compact 3 of good substantial quality or kind comfort}-, e g a well 
constructed from durable matenals furniture} b sound, cogent 
reasons} 4s having, involving, or dealing with 3 dimensions or with solids 
b neither gaseous nor liquid 5a without interruption; full (waited 3 ^ 
hours} b unuiimous (had the ^ support of his party} 6 of a single 
substance or character rock}: e g a (almost) entirely of 1 metal 
gold} b of uniform colour or tone 7a reliable, reputable, or acceptable 
(are his opinions ^7} b senous in character or intent (sent the President 
a memorandum - The Economist} 8 chiefly NAm in staunch or 
intimate association with his boss} - infml [ME solide, fr MF, ft L 
solidus; akin to Gk holos whole • more at safe] - solidly adv, soHdoeas 
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n, solidify /sa'lidifie/ vb, lolidifier n, solidity /so'lidoti/ n, solidification 
/s9.1idirrkaysh(9)n/ n 

’solid adv in a solid manner <rAe grease had set ~ >; aJso unanimously 
’solid n 1 a substance that does not flow perceptibly under moderate stress 
2 the part of a solution or suspension that when freed from solvent or 
suspending medium has the qualities of a solid - usu pi with sing, meaning 
(milk ^s> 3 a geometncal figure (eg a cube or sphere) having 3 
dimensions 4 sthg solid; esp a solid colour 

solid angle n a 3-dimensional spread of directions from a point that is 
measured by the area in which lines having these directions intercept the 
surface of a sphere of unit radius having that pomt as a centre 
solidarity /.soli'darsti/ n unity based on shared interests and standards 
[F iohdante, fr soltdaire charactenzed by solidarity, fr L sobdum whole 
sum. fr neut of sohdus solid] 

solid geometry n a branch of geometry that deals with figures of 
3-dimensional space 

.solid-'state adj l relating to the properties, structure, or reactivity of 
solid matenal; esp relating to the arrangement or behaviour of ions, 
molecules, nucleons, electrons, and holes in the crystals of a substance (e g 
a semiconductor) or to the effect of crystal imperfections on the properties 
of a solid subsunce pAy«cs> 2 using the electric, magnetic, or photic 
properties of soW matenals, not using thermionic valves <a ^ stereo 
systetny USE — ^ computer 

solidus /'solidas/ ri, pi solidi /-die, -di/ 1 an ancient Roman gold com 
introduced by Constantine and used until the fall of the Byzantine Empire 
2 a punctuation mark / used esp to denote ‘per’ (e g in feet/second), ‘or’ 
(e g in straggler/deserter), or ‘cum’ (e g m restaurant/bar) or to separate 
shillings and pence (e g in 2/6 and 7/-), the terms of a fraction, or esp 
numbers in a list - mroi 3 a curve, usu on a temperature and 

composition graph for a mixture, below which only the solid phase can 
exist - compare liquidus [(1) ME, fr LL, fr L, solid, (2) ML, shilling, 
fr LL; fr its use as a symbol for shillings, (3) L. solid] 
solifluction /,soli'nuksh(9)n/ n the slow creeping, esp of saturated soil, 
down a slope that usu occurs in regions of perennial frost [L so/um soil 
f -I- t Huctioth, fluctio act of flowing, fr lluctus, pp of fluere to flow - 
more at Ft uinj 

soliloquy /sa'libkwi/ n 1 the act of talking to oneself 2 a dramatic 
monologue that gives the illusion of being a senes of unspoken reflections 
[LL soliloquium, fr L solus alone ^ loqui to speak] - soliloquist n, 
soliloquize vi 

solipsism /'solip,siz(9)m/ n a theory holding that only the self exists and 
that the external world is merely an idea generated by the self [L solus 
alone -f ipse self] - solipsist n, solipsistic /-'sistik/ adj 
solitaire /’soli, tea, n 1 a gem, esp a diamond, set by itself 2 a game 
played by 1 person in which a number of pieces are removed from a 
cross-shaped pattern according to certain nilcs 3 chiefly NAm patience 
2 [F, fr solitaire, adj, solitary, fr L solitanus] 

'solitary /’solit(a)n/ adj la (fond of) being or living alone or without 
companions (a ^ disposition} b dispinted by isolation; lonely </e/? ^ 
by his wife's death) 2 taken, spent, or performed without companions <a 
^ weekend} 3 growing or living alone; not greganous, colonial, social, 
or compound 4 being the only one, sole {the ^ example} 5 unfre- 
quented. remote {lived in a place} [ME, fr L solitanus, fr solitas 
aloneness, fr solus alone] - solitariness n, solitarily /-t(9)r9li, -'terali/ 
adv 

’solitary n one who habitually seeks solitude 
solitude /'solityoohd/ n 1 being alone or remote from society; seclusion 
. 2 a lonely place, a fastness [ME, fr MF, fr L solnudm-, solitudo, fr 
solus] 

solmization /,solmie'zaysh(9)n/ n the act, practice, or system of using 
syllables to denote musical notes or the degrees of a musical scale [F 
solmtsation, fr solmiser to sol-fa, fr sol (fr ML) + mi (fr ML) f -iser 
-ize] 

'solo /'sohloh/ n, pi solos 1 a (musical composition for) performance by 
a single voice or instrument with or without accompaniment 2 a flight 
by 1 person alone in an aircrafl; esp a person’s first solo flight [It, fr solo 
alone, fr L solus] - solo adj, soloist n 
’solo adv without a companion; alone {fly } 

Solomon's ssal /'sobmanz/ ri any of a genus of perennial plants of the 
lily family with drooping usu greenish-white flowers [prob fr the fancied 
resemblance of scars on the rhizome to Solomon's seal, an occult symbol 
of two interlinked triangles forming a 6-pointed star, fr Solomon f ah 933 
Bc King of Israel] 

,so long mteij - used to express farewell; infml [prob by folk etymology 


fr Gael slin, lit , health, secunty, fr Olr slan, prob akin to L salvus safe 
- more at safe] 

so 'long as conj 1 during and up to the end of the time that, while 2 
provided that 

solo whist n a game of whist in which a player attempts to win by a 
previously declared margin against the other players 
solstice /'solstis/ n (the time when the sun pas.ses) either of the 2 points 
on the ecliptic at which the distance from the celestial equator is greatest 
and which is reached by the sun each year about June 22nd and December 
22nd [ME, fr OF, fr L solstitium, fr sol sun status, pp of sistere to come 
to a stop, cause to stand; akin to L stare to stand - more at 'solar, 
stand] 

solstitial /sofstishfa)!/ adj (charactenstic) of or happening at a solstice 
[L solstitialis, fr solstitium] 

soluble /’solyoobi/ adj la capable of being dissolved (as lO m a liquid 
b capable of being emulsified 2 capable of being solved or explained 
questions} [ME, fr MF. capable of being loosened or dissolved, fr LL 
solubilis, fr L solvere to loosen, dissolve - more at solve] - solubilize vt, 
solublencss n, solubly adv, solubility /-'bibti/ n 
soluble glass n waier glass 2 

solute /so'lyooht/ n a dissolved substance [L solutus, pp] 
solution /s9'loohsh(9)n/ n la an act or the process by which a solid, 
liquid, or gaseous substance is uniformly mixed with a liquid or sometimes 
a gas or solid b a typically liquid uniform mixture formed by this process 
c a liquid containing a dissolved substance d the condition of being 
dissolved 2a an action or process of solving a problem b an answer to 
a problem [ME, fr MF, fr L solution-, solutio, fr solutus, pp of solvere 
to loosen, solve] 

Solutrean, Solutrian /.solyoo'tree-an, sa'lyoohtn-an/ adj of an Upper 
Palaeolithic culture charactenzed by finely flaked stone implements 
[Solutre, village in France] 

solvable /'solvabi/ adj soi vbi r 2 - solvability /-va'bibti/ n 
solvate /'solvayt/ vb or n (to make or become) a combination of a solute 
with a solvent or of a dispersed phase with a dispersion medium [so/vent 
+ -ate] - solvation /-'vaysh(9)n/ n 

solve /solv/ vt to find a solution for a problem} ^ vi to solve sthg 
{sut^titute the known values of the constants and ^ for x> [ME solven 
to loosen, fr L solvere to loosen, solve, dissolve, fr sed-, se- apart + here 
to release - more at secedu lose] - solver n 
'solvent /'solvant/ adj 1 able to pay all legal debts, also in credit 2 that 
dissolves or can dissolve fluids) {-^ action of water} [L solvent-, 
solvens, prp of solvere to dissolve, pay] - solvency n, solvently adv 
’solvent n a usu liquid substance capable of dissolving or dispersing 1 or 
more other substances 

solvolysis /sol'vobsis/ n a chemical reaction (e g hydrolysis) of a solvent 
and solute that results in the formation of new compounds [NL. fr E 
solvent + -o- ♦ NL -lysis] - solvolytic /.solva'litik/ adj 
'soma /'sohma/ n an intoxicating plant juice used in ancient India as an 
offenng and a dnnk of immortality in Vedic ritual, and itself worshipped 
as a deity [Skt; akin to Av haoma, a Zoroastnan ntual dnnk, Gk hyein 
to ram - more at suck] 

’soma n all of an organism except the germ cells [NL somat-, soma, fr 
Gk somat-. soma body, akin to L tumere to swell - more at thumb] 
Somali /sa'mahli, soh-/ n, pi Somalis, esp collectively Somali a member, 
or the language, of a people of Somaliland iangi age 
so many adj 1 a certain number of <^read - chapters each night} 2 - 
used as an intensive before plurals {behaved like - animals} 
somatic /soh'matik, sa-/ adj 1 of or affecting the body, esp as distin- 
guished from the germ cells or the mind 2 of the wall of the body, paneial 
[Gk sdmatikos, fr somat-, so/na] - somatically adv 
somatic cell n any of the cells of the body that compose its tissues, 
organs, and other parts other than the germ cells 
somatoplasm /soh'mat9,plaz(9)m/ n somatic cells as distinguished 
from germ cells - somatoplastic /-'plastik/ adj 
somatotrophic hormone /soh,mat9'trohfik/ n growth hormone 1 
[somaf- f -trophic] 

somatotropin /soh,matytrohpin/ n growth hormone I [somaro- 
tropic (fr somat- v -tropic) -m] 

somatotype /soh'mat9,tiep/ n body type, physique - somatotypic 
/-'tipik/ adj, somstotypically adv 

sombre, NAm chiefly somber /'somba/ adj 1 dark, gloomy 2 of a dull, 
dark, or heavy shade or colour 3a senous, grave b depressing, melan- 
choly thoughts} [F sombre] - sombrely adv 
sombrero /som'brearoh/ n, pi sombreros a high-crowned hat of felt or 
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Straw with a very wide bnm. worn esp in Mexico [Sp. fr somhra 
shade] 

'tome /sum, senses tc and Id sam, strong sum/ adj la being an unknown, 
undetermined, or unspecified unit or thing < ^ film or othery b being an 
unspecified member of a group or pan of a class <'^ gems are hardy c 
being an appreciable number, part, or amount of (have consideration 
for ofAm> d being of an unspecified amount or number (give me ^ 
watery ~ used as an indefinite pi of a (have apples's 2a important, 
sinking, or excellent (that was partyy - chiefly infml b no kind of < 
fnend you arety - chiefly infml [ME som, adj A pron. fr OE sum, akin 
to OHG sum some, Gk hame somehow, homos same more 
at same] 

’tome /sum/ pron 1 sing or pi in constr some part, quantity, or number 
but not all of my fnendsy 2 chiefly NAm an indefinite additional 
amount (ran a mile and then ^ > 

’tome /sum/ adv 1 about i (-^ 80 housesy 2 somewhat - used in Br 
English in some more and more widely in NAm - some little a fair 
amount of - some few quite a number of 
'-tome /-s(3)m/ suffix (- adj) characterized by a (specified) thing, 
quality, state, or action <awesomc> (burdensomey (cuddlesamey [ME 
-so/n, fr OE -sum, akin to OHG -sam -some, OE sum some] 

’-tome suffix (-* n) group of (so many) members, esp people (founomey 
[ME (northern) -sum, fr ME sum, pron. one. some] 

’-tome /-,sohm/ comb form ( - n) 1 intracellular particle (lysosnmey 2 
chromosome (monasomey [NL -somat-, -soma, fr Gk somat-, soma - 
more at ’soma] 

'tomebody Aumbodi/ pron some indefinite or unspecified person 
’tomebody n a person of position or importance 
tomehow Aum.how/ adv la by some means not known or designated 
b no matter how (got to get across ^ ) 2 for some mystenous reason 
tomeone Aumwan, -.wun/ pron somebody 
tomeplace Aum.plays/ adv, chiefly NAm somewhere 
eomertault /'suma,sawlt/ n a leaping or rolling movement in which a 
person turns forwards or backwards in a complete revolution bringing the 
feet over th? head and finally landing on the feet [MF sombresaut leap, 
denv of L super over < salt us leap, fr saltus, pp of salire to leap - more 
at ‘over, sal ly] - somersault vi 

'tomtthing Aumthing/ pron la some indeterminate or unspecified 
thing (look for ^ chcapery - used to replace forgotten matter or to 
express vagueness (he's ^ or other in the Foreign Officey b some part, 
a certain amount (seen ^ of her worky 2a a person or thing of 
consequence (make of one's lifey (their daughter is quite ) b some 

truth or value (there's ^ in what you sayy - something of a a fairly 
notable (is something of a raconteur) 

’something adv l m some degree; somewhat over £Sy (shaped ^ 
like a funnel) - also used to suggest approximation ( there were — like 
1,000 people there) 2 to an extreme degree (swears -- awful) ~ infml 
.something 'else pron sthg or sby that makes others pall in comparison 
- infml (her apple strudels were ~ > 

'sometime Aum.tiem/ adv 1 at some unspecified future time (I'll do it 
■^> 2 at some point of time in a specified penod last nighty (^ next 
week) 

’sometime adj having been formerly, late 2b (the ^ chairman) 
''some, times adv at intervals; occasionally, now and again 
’sometimes adj, archaic sometime, former 
somewhat /'sumwot/ adv to some degree; slightly 
'somewhere Aum,we9/ adv 1 in, at, or to some unknown or unspecified 
place 2 to a place or state symbolizing positive accomplishment or 
progress (at last we're getting ^ ) 3 in the vicinity of; approximately 
about 9 o'clock) 

’somewhere n an undetermined or unnamed place 
-somic /-sohmik/ comb form ( -> adj) having (so many) times the haploid 
number of one of the chromosomes <rrisomic> - compare -pi oid [ISV 
^-some + -lie] “ -aomy comb form ( - /i) 

somite /'sohmiet/ n any of the longitudinal senes of body segments of 
a higher invertebrate or embryonic vertebrate [ISV, fr Gk soma body - 
more at ’soma) - aomitic /-'mitik/ adj 
sommelier /.sumalyay/ n a waiter in a restaurant who has charge of 
wines and their service [F, fr MF, court official charged with transporta- 
tion of supplies, pack-animal dnver, fr OProv saumalier pack- animal 
driver, fr sauma pack animal, load of a pack animal, fr LL sagma 
packsaddle, fr Ok] 

somnembulist /soro'nambyoolist/ n sby who walks in his/her sleep 
[ShaomnambuJus, fr L somnus sleep + ambulare to walk] - somnambu* 


iant adj, somnambulism n, somnambulate /-layt/ vi, somnambulistic 
A'listik/ adj, somnambulistically adv 

somniferous /som'nifaras/ adj soporific [L somnifer, fr somnus 4 -fer 
-ferous] - somniferously adv 

somnolent /'somnaUnt/ adj 1 inclined to or heavy with sleep 2 tending 
to induce sleep <a ^ sermon) [ME sompnolent, fr MF, fr L somnolentus, 
fr somnus sleep, akin to OE swefn sleep, Gk hypnos] - somnolence n, 
somnolently adv 

"so much adv to the degree indicated or suggested (if they lose their way, 
^ the better for us) ~ compare much la(l) 

*80 much adj I a certain amount of (can spend only ^ time on it) - 
compare much 1 2 ~ used as an intensive before mass nouns (sounded 
like nonsense) 

’so much pron 1 sthg (e g an amount or price) unspecified or undeter- 
mined (charge a mile) 2 all that can or need be said or done for 
the history of the case) - compare Mur h 1 
so 'much as adv even (can't - remember his name now) 
son /sun/ n la a male offspring, esp of human beings b a male adopted 
child c a male descendant - often pi 2 cap the second person of the 
Tnnity; Chnst 3 a person closely associated with or denving from a 
specified background, place, etc (a ^ of the welfare state) [ME sone, fr 
OE sunu, akin to OHG sun son, Gk hyios] - sonless adj, sonship n 
sonant /'sohnant/ adj 1 of a speech sound voiced 2 of a consonant sound 
syllabic [I- sonant-, sonans, prp of sonare to sound - more at ’sound] - 
sonant n 

sonar /'suhna/ n an apparatus that detects the presence and location of 
a submerged object (by reflected sound waves) jvound navigation 
ranging] 

sonata /sa'nahta/ n an instrumental musical composition typically for I 
or 2 players and of 3 or 4 movements in contrasting forms and keys [It, 
fr sonare to sound, fr L] 

sonata form n a musical form that consists basically of an exposition, 
a development, and a recapitulation and that is used esp for the first 
movement of a sonata or symphony 

sonatina /.sona'tcena/ n a short usu simplified sonata [It, dim of 
so/w/a] 

sonde /send/ n any of vanous devices for testing physical conditions (e g 
at iiigh altitudes), esp a radiosonde [F, lit , sounding line - more at 
•sound] 

son et lumibre /.son ay looh'myea/ n an entertainment held at night 
%t a historical site (e g a cathedral or stately home) that uses lighting and 
recorded sound to present the place’s history [F, lit , sound and light] 
song /song/ n 1 the act, art, or product of singing 2 poetry (famous in 

— and story) 3 (the melody oO a short musical composition usu with 
words 4 a very small sum (sold for a ^y [ME, fr OE sang, akin to OE 
singan to sing] 

.song and 'dance n, chiefly Bra fuss, commotion (it’s nothing to make 
a about) - infml 

'song, bird /-.buhd/ n 1 a bird that utters a succession of musical tones 
2 a passenne bird 

Song of Solomon Aobmsn/ n a collection of love poems forming a 
book in canonical Jewish and Chnstian Scripture [fr the opening verse 
‘The song of songs, which is Solomon's’] 

Song of Songs n song of solomon [trans of Heb shir hashshirim] 
songster /'songsta/, fern songstress /-stns/ n a skilled singer 
'song .thrush n a common Old World thrush that is largely brown above 
and white below 

'Song,writer /-.neta/ n a person who composes words or music for 
(popular) songs - songwriting n 

sonic Asonik/ adj 1 of waves and vibrations having a frequency within 
the audibility range of the human ear 2 using, produced by, or relating 
to-sound waves altimeter) 3 of or being the speed of sound in air at 
sea level (about 340 m/s or 741 mph) [L sonus soilnd - more at ’sound] 

- sonically adv 

.sonic 'boom n a sound resembling an explosion produced when a shock 
wave formed at the nose of an aircraft travelling at supersonic speed 
reaches the ground 

'son-in-, law n, pi sont-in-law the husband of one's daughter 
sonnet /'somt/ n (a poem in) a fixed verse form with any of various 
rhyming schenrtes, consisting typically of 14 lines of 10 syllables each [It 
sonetto, fr OProv sonct little song, fr son sound, song, fr L sonus 
sound] 

sonneteer /.som'tia/ n a composer of sonnets, esp without high stan- 
dards 

sonny Auni/ n a young boy - usu used in address; infml [so/i 4 - *-y] 
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sonobuoy /'sohnoh.boy/ n a buoy equipped for detecting underwater 
sounds and transmitting them by radio [L sonus sound + E -o- + buoy 
- more at 'sc)iind] 

son of a bitch n. pi sons of bitches bastard 3 - slang 
son of God n 1 cap S mf.smam I 2 a person established in the love of 
God by divine promise 

son of man /man/ n, pi sons of men 1 a human being - usu pi 2 often 
cap SAM God's messiah destined to preside over the final judgment of 
mankind 

sonorous /’sonar^s. 'soh-/ adj 1 giving out sound (e g when struck) 2 
pleasantly loud 3 impressive m effect or style (made a ^ speech to the 
assembly) [L sonorus, akin to L sonus sound] - sonorously adv. sonor* 
ousness n, sonority /sa'norati/ n 

sonsy, sonsie /'sunri/ adj. chiefly Scot buxom, comely [Sc sons health. 

fr or akin to IrGacI sonas good fortune] 
sool /soohl, sool/ St, AustrA NZ to incite, urge on [E dial sooHxo pull 
by the ears), of unknown origin] 

'soon /si^ihn/ adv 1 before long, without undue time lapse after 
sunnse* 2 in a prompt manner, speedily <as - as possible) (the ^cr the 
better; 3 m agreement with one’s preference, willingly - in compansons 
(I’d --cr walk than drive; (Vd just as ^ not; [ME soone, fr OE sona, 
akin to OHG san immediately] - no sooner than at the very moment 
that <^no sooner built than knocked down a^ain) 

'soon adj advanced in time, early (the ^cst date that can be arranged - 
The limes'^ 

.sooner or 'later /'so<ihrp/ adv at some uncertain future time, event- 
ually 

'soot /soot/ n a fine black powder that consists chiefly of carbon and is 
formed by combus'inti, veparated from fuel during combustion [ME, 
fr or sot, akin to OIr suidc soot, OE sittan to sit] 

^soot St to coat or cover with s(k)1 

soothe /soohdh/ vt 1 to calm (as if) b> showing attention or concern, 
placate 2 to relieve, allexiate 3 to bring comfort or reassurance to ^vi 
to bring peace or ease [ME sot hen to prove the truth, fr OE sothian, fr 
soth true, akin to OHG s.ind true, Gk etos, L esse to be] - soother n, 
soothingly adv 

soothsay /'soohlh.say/ v/ to predict the future, prophesy [back- 
formation fr soiVhsaya, fr ME sothscyer, fr soth, sooth truth + seyer, 
saver sayerj soothsayer n 

sooty /'sooti/ adf la producing stmt / fires) b dirtied with soot 2 of 
the colour of soot - sootily adv, sootiness n 
'sop /sop/ n I a piece of f(xxl, esp bread, dipped, steeped, or for dipping 
in a liquid (e g soup) 2 sthg offered as a concession, appeasement, or bnbe 
(ME soppe, fr OE sopp, akin to OE supan to swallow - more at supj 
*sop 17 -pp- to soak or dip (as if) in liquid / ^ bread in gravy) - compare 

S(JP L'P 

sophism /'soriz(a)m/ n 1 an argument apparently correct but actually 
fall.icious, esp such an argument used to deceive 2 use of sophisms, 
sophistry - sophistic /-Tistik/,' sophistical adj, sophistically adv 
sophist /‘sofist/ n a faultfinding or fallacious reasoner [L sophista, fr Gk 
sophistes, lit , expert, wise man, fr sophizcsthai to bcx'omc wise, deceive, 
fr sophos clever, wise] 

sophisticate /saTistikat/ n a sophisticated person 
sophisticated /saTisti.kaytid/ adj la highly complicated or developed, 
complex electronic devices) b worldly-wise, knowing (a ~ ado- 
lescent) 2 intellectually subtle or refined (a ^ novef) 3 not in a natural, 
pure, or onginal state, adulterated (a ^ oih [ML sophistical us, pp of 
• sophisticare to adulterate, corrupt, complicate, fr L sophisticus sophistic, 
fr Gk sophistikos, fr sophistes sophist] - sophisticatedly adv, sophistka* 
tion /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 

sophistry Aofistn/ n speciously subtle reasoning or argument 
sophomore /'sofa, maw/ n, NAm a student in his/her second year at 
college or secondary school [prob fr Gk sophos wise ^ moros foolish - 
fhorc at moron] - sophomoric /-'monk/ adj 
•sophy /-safi/ comb form n) knowledge, wisdom; science (theoso- 
phy) [ME -Sophie, fr OF, fr L -sophia, fr Gk, fr sophia wisdom, fr 
sophos] 

'soporific /.sopa'nfik/ adj 1 causing or tending to cause sleep 2 of or 
marked by sleepiness or lethargy [prob fr F soponfique, fr L sopor deep 
sleep, akm to L somnus sleep - more at somnolent] 

'soporific n a soponfic agent; specif hypnotic I 
'sopping /'soping/ adj wet through; soaking [fr prp of ’sop] 
'sopping adv to an extreme degree of wetness <'^ wet) 
soppy /'sopi/ adj 1 weakly sentimental, mawkish (jou get so ^ about 


couples - Ins Murdoch) 2 chiefly silly, mane USE mfml [ sop * '-y] 

- soppily adv, soppiness n 

sopranino /.sopra'neenoh/ n. pi sopraninos a musical instrument (c g a 
recorder or saxophone) higher in pitch than the soprano [It, dim of 
soprano] 

soprano /sa'prahnoh/ n. pi sopranos 1 the highest part in 4-part 
harmony 2 (a person with) the highest singing voice of women, boys, or 
castrati 3 a member of a family of instruments having the highest range 
[It, adj & n. fr sopra above, fr L supra - more at supra ] - soprano 
adj 

sop up /sop/ vt to mop up (c g water) so as to leave a dry surface 
'sorb /sawb/ n Slrvicf- [F sorbe fruit of the service tree, fr L sor- 
hum] 

'sorb vt to take up and hold by either adsorption or absorption 
[back-formation fr absorb 8l adsorb] - sorbable adj, sorbent n, sorbability 
/-ba'bibti/ n. sorption /'sawpsh(a)n/ n 

Sorb n Wendish [G Sorbe, fr Serbian Serb] - Serbian adj or n 
sorbet /'sawbit/ n water ice, also sherbet 2 [MF, a fruit dnnk, fr Oil 
sorbetto, fr Turk ^erbet - more at sherbet] 

sorcerer /'saws(3)r3/, fern sorceress /-ns/ n a person who uses magical 
power, esp with the aid of evil spmts; a wizard 
sorcery /'saws(3)n/ n the arts and practices of a sorcerer [ME sorcene, 
fr OF, fr sorcier sorcerer, fr (assumed) VL sortianus, fr L sort-, sors 
chance, lot] 

sordid /'sawdid/ adj la dirty, filthy b wretched, squalid 2 base, vile / ^ 
motives) 3 meanly avancious, niggardly 4 of a dull or muddy colour [L 
sordidus, fr sordes dirt - more at swarthy] - sordidly adv, sordid- 
ness n 

sordino /saw'deenoh/ n, pi sordini /-ni/ mute 3 (con sordini) (It, fr 
sordo silent, fr L siirdus - more at surd] 

'sore /saw/ adj la causing pain or distress b painfully sensitive < - 
muscles) c hurt or inflamed so as to be or seem painful runny eyes; 
2a causing irritation or offence (overtime /s a - point with him) b 
causing great difficulty or anxiety, desperate (in - straits) 3 chiefly 
NAm angry, vexed [ME sor, fr OE sar, akin to OHG ser sore, L saevus 
fierce] - soreness n 

'sore /) 1 a localized sore spot on the body, esp one (e g an ulcer) with the 
tissues ruptured or abraded and usu infected 2 a source of pain or 
vexation, an affliction 
'sore adv, archaic sorely 

'sore.head /-,hed/ n, NAm a person easily angered or disgruntled - mfml 
- sorehead, soreheaded /-'hedid/ adj 
sorely /'sawli/ adv I painfully, gnevously 2 much, extremely needed 
changes) 

sorghum /'sawpm/ n any of an economically important genus of Old 
World tropical grasses similar to maize in habit but with the spikelets in 
pairs on a hairy stalk [NL, genus name, fr It sor^o] 
sorority /sa'rorati/ n a club of women students usu living in the same 
house in some American universities - compare fraternity (ML 
soronias sisterhocxJ, fr L soror sister - more at sister] 

'sorrel /'sorsl/ n 1 brownish orange to light brown 2 a sorrel-coloured 
animal, esp a sorrel-coloured horse [ME sorelle, fr MF sorel, n & adj, fr 
sor reddish brown] 

'sorrel n 1 'dock 2 w(X)D sorrfl [ME sorel, fr MF surele, fr OF. fr sur 
sour, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG sur sour - more at sour] 

'sorrow /'soroh/ n 1 deep distress and regret (e g over the loss of sthg 
precious) 2 a cause or display of grief or sadness [ME sorow, fr OE sorg; 
akin to OHG sorga sorrow. OSlav sraga sickness] 

'sorrow vi to feel or cxprcs,s sorrow - sorrower n 
'sorrowful /-f( 9 )l/ adj expressive of or inducing sorrow (a ^ tale) ~ 
sorrowfully adv, sorrowfulness n 

sorry /’son/ adj 1 feeling regret, penitence, or pity (felt for the poor 
wretch) 2 tnspinng sorrow, pity, or scorn (looked a ^ sight in his tom 
clothes) [ME sory, fr OE sang, fr .sar sore] - sorriness n 
'sort /sawt/ n la a group constituted on the basis of any common 
charactenstic, a class, kind b an instance of a kind (a of herbal 
medicine) 2 nature, disposition (people of an evil ^ ) 3 a letter or piece 
of type in a fount 4 a person, individual - mfml (he's not a bad ^ ) [ME. 
fr MF sorte, prob fr ML sort-, sors, fr L, chance, lot] - of sorts/of a sort 
of an inconsequential or mediocre quality - out of sorts 1 somewhat til 
2 grouchy, irntable 

'sort vt 1 to put m a rank or particular place according to kind, class, or 
quality the good apples fwm the bad) - often + through 2 chiefly 
Scot to put in working order; mend < ^ a vacuum cleaner) - sortablc adj, 
sorter n - sort with to correspond to. agree with - fml 
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sortie /'sawti/ ii 1 a sudden issuing of troops from a defensive position 
2 a single mission or attack by 1 aircraft 3 a bnef tnp to a hostile or 
unfamiliar place [F, fr MF, fr sortir to go out, escape] - sortie vi 
'sort of adv 1 to a moderate degree; rather 2 kind of 7 to half past 

-S£US> USE \n(m\ 

'sort', out n, chtc/Jy Br an act of putting things in order (my study needs 
a good 

sort out vt 1 to clarify or resolve, esp by thoughtful consideration 
<sorting out hts prc^lemsy 2a to separate from a mass or group <$ort out 
the important papers and throw the rest gway} b to clear up, tidy <[wiH 
take ages to sort out this messy 3 to make (e g a person) less confused 
or unsettled <Jioped the doctor would sort him outy 4 chiefly Br to 
punish, esp by violent means - infml 

sorus /"sawras/ n, pi son /-ne/ a cluster of plant reproductive bodies of 
a lower plant; esp any of the dots on the underside of a fertile fern frond 
consisting of a cluster of spores [NL, fr Gk soros heap, akin to L tumere 
to swell - more at thumb] 

SOS/.e$ oh 'es/ ii 1 an internationally recognized signal of distress which 

is rendered in Morse code as 2 a call or request for help or 

rescue {letters chosen purely for being simple to transmit &. recognize in 
Morse code] 

*S0-80 /'soh ,soh/ adv moderately well, tolerably 
‘SO'SO adj neither very good nor very bad, middling 
sostenuto /,sosta'nyoohtoh/ adj or adv sustained to or beyond the note's 
full value - used in music [It, fr pp of sostenere to sustain, fr L 
sustinere] 

sot /sot/ n a habitual drunkard [ME. fool, fr OE sort] - sottish adj 
soteriology /soh,ti3ri‘obji/ n theology dealing with salvation, esp as 
effected by Jesus [Gk sotenon salvation, fr soter saviour, fr sozein to save, 
akin to Gk soma body - more at ^soma] - soteriological /-n a'lojikl/ 
adj 

'so that conj that 2(1) 

SOtto voca /.sotoh 'vohchi/ adv or adj 1 under the breath, in an 
undertone; also in a private manner 2 at a very low volume - used in 
music [It sottovoce, lit , under the voice] 

SOU /sooh/ n, pi sous /sooh(z)/ 1 any of vanous former French coins of 
low value 2 the smallest amount of money (^hadn’t a ^ to his namey [F. 
fr OF sol, fr LL solidus solidus] 

soubratte /sooh'bret/ n fan actress who plays) a coquettish maid or 
frivolous young woman in comedies [F, fr Prov soubreto, fem of soubret 
coy, fr soubra to surmount, exceed, fr L superare - more at insurer 
able] 

soubriquat /'soohbn.kay/ n a sobnquet 

souchong /sooh'chong, -'shong/ n a large-leaved black tea. esp from 
China [Chin (Pek) hsiao^ chung^, lit , small sort] 

'souff lb /'soohflay/ n a light fluffy baked or chilled dish made with a thick 
sauce into which egg yolks, stiffly beaten egg whites, and sometimes 
gelatin are incorporated [F, fr souffle, pp of souffler to blow, puff up. fr 
L sufflare, fr sub- + flare to blow - more at 'blow] 

^soufflb, soulflM /‘soohflayd/ adj puffed or made light by or in cook- 
ing 

sough /sow/ vi to make a sound like that of wind in the trees [ME 
swoughen, fr OE swogan, akin to Goth gaswogfan to groan, Lith svageti 
to sound] - sough n 
sought /sawt/ past of seek 

'sought-.aftar adj greatly desired or courted <r/ie world's most ~ 
concert entertainers - Saturday Reviewy 

souk /soohk/ n an often covei^ market in a Muslim country [Ar suq 
market] 

'soul /sohl/ n 1 the immaterial essence or animating principle of an 
individual life 2 the spiritual principle embodied in human beings, all 
rational and spmtual beings, or the universe 3 all that constitutes a 
person's self 4t an active or essential part (jminonties are the very ^ of 
democracyy b a moving spirit; a leader (Jthe ^ of the rebelliony 5 
spiritual vitality; fervour 6 a person (^she's a kind old ^y 7 exemplifica- 
tion, personification <Ae’s the ^ of integrityy 8a a strong positive feeling 
esp of intense sensitivity and emotional fervour conveyed esp by Amencan 
Negro performers b negritude c music that originated in Amencan 
Negro gospel singing, is closely related to rhythm and blues, and is 
characterized by intensity of feeling and earthiness [ME soule, fr OE 
sawol; akin to OHG s^la soul] - sonled adj 
*toul adj (characteristic) of Amencan Negroes or their culture 
'soul , brother n a male Negro - used esp by other Negroes 
'•ouUtoiStroying adj giving no chance for the mind to work; very 
unintibresting 


'soul .food n food (e g chitterlings and ham hocks) traditionally eaten by 
southern US Negroes 

‘soulful /-f(d)l/ adj full of or expressing esp intense or excessive feeling 
<a ^ songy ~ soulfully adv, soulfulness n 

'soulless /-lis/ adj 1 having no soul or no warmth of feeling 2 bleak, 
uninviting <a roomy - soullessly adv, suullessness n 
‘soul .mate n either of 2 people, esp of opposite sex, having a very close 
affinity with one another, a lover 

'soul-.searching n scrutiny of one’s mind and conscience, esp with 
regaid to aims and motives 

'sound /sownd/ adj la healthy b free from defect or decay timbery 
2 solid, firm; also stable 3a free from error, fallacy, or misapprehension 
reasoningy b exhibiting or grounded in thorough knowledge and 
expenence scholarshipy c conforming to accepted views, orthodox 
4a deep and undisturbed (a ^ sleepy b thorough, severe <a -- whippmgy 
5 showing integnty and good judgment [ME, fr OE gesund, akin to OHG 
gisunt healthy] - soundly adv, soundness n 
^sound adv fully, thoroughly asleepy 

’sound n la the sensation perceived by the sense of heanng b a particular 
auditory impression or quality <fAc ^ of children playmgy c mechanical 
radiant energy that is transmitted by longitudinal pressure waves in a 
material medium (e g air) and is the objective cause of heanng 2 a sp^h 
sound <-cher of ‘teacher' and -turc of ‘creature' have the same 
alphabet 3 the impression conveyed by sthg </ic'« having a rough time 
by the ^ of ity 4 heanng distance, earshot 5 a charactenstic musical style 
(the Liverpool - of the I960sy 6 radio broadcasting as opposed to 
television [ME soun. fr OF son, fr L sonus, akin to OE swinn melody, 
L sonare to sound, Skt svanati it sounds] - soundless adj, soundlessly 
adv 

^aoundvi la to make a sound b to resound c to give a summons by sound 
(the bugle -sto battle} 2 to have a specified import when heard, seem 
(his story ^ s incredible} ^ vt la to cause to emit sound (-a trumpet} 
b to give out (a sound) (- an A} 2 to put into words, voice 3a to make 
known; proclaim < ^ his praises far and wide} b to order, signal, or 
indicate by a sound the alarm} 4 to examine by causing to emit 
sounds - soundable adj 

’sound n la a long broad sea inlet b a long passage of water connecting 
2 larger bodies or separating a mainland and an island 2 the air bladder 
of a fish [ME, fr OE sund swimming, sea & ON son? swimming, strait, 
akin to OE swimman to swim] 

’sound vf 1 to measure the depth of < ^ a well} 2 to explore or examine 
(a body cavity) with sound '--vi 1 to determine the depth of water, esp 
with a sounding line 2 of a fish or whale to dive down suddenly [ME 
sounden, fr MF sonder, fr sonde sounding line, prob of Gmc ongin; akin 
to OE sundline sounding line, sund sea] 

'sound n a probe for explonng or sounding body cavities [F sonde, fr MF, 
lit , sounding line] 

'sound .barrier n a sudden large increa.se in aerixlynamic drag that 
occurs as an aircraft nears the speed of sound 

'sound.board /-.bawd/ n 1 a thin resonant board so placed in a musical 
instrument as to reinforce its sound by sympathetic vibration 2 sounding 
BOARD la(l) 

'sound ,bow /boh/ n the thick part of a bell against which the clapper 
stnkes 

'sound .box n the hollow resonating chamber in the body of a musical 
instrument (e g a violin) 

'sound af.fect n an effect that corresponds to and esp imitates a sound 
required for a dramatic production (e g a play or radio programme) - 
usu pi 

sounder /'sownda/ n a device for making soundisgs ['sound f ^-er] 
'sound .hole n an opening in the soundboard of a musical instrument for 
increasing resonance 

'sounding /'sowndmg/ n la measurement by sounding b the depth so 
determined 2 the measurement of atmosphenc conifitions 3 a probe, test, 
or sampling of opinion or intention - often pi [*sound\ 

’sounding adj 1 sonorous, resounding 2 making a usu specified sound 
or impression - usu in combination (odd ['sound] - soundingly 
adv 

'sounding .board n l8(l) a structure behind or over a pulpit, rostrum, 
or platform to direct sound forwards (2) soundboard 1 b a device or 
agency that helps disseminate opinions or ideas 2 sby or sthg used to test 
reaction to new ideas, plans, etc 

'sounding .line n a line or wire weighted at one end for sounding 
sound off vi l to voice opinions freely and vigorously 2 chiefly NAm 
to speak loudly USE mfml 
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sound out vt to attempt to find out the views or intentions of <sound 
him out about the new proposals} 

''sound, proof /-.proohf/ adj impervious to sound < glass} 
‘soundproof vt to insulate so as to obstruct the passage of sound 
‘sound .shift n shikt 6 

'sound .track n the area on a film that carries the sound recording, also 
the recorded music accompanying a film 

soup /soohp/ n 1 a liquid food typically having a meat, fish, or vegetable 
stock as a base and often thickened and containing pieces of solid food 
2 an awkward or embarrassing predicament - infml (.he's really m the ^ 
over that business last night} 3 nitroglycenne - slang [F soupe sop. soup, 
of Gmc ongin; akin to ON soppa soup, OE sopp sop] - soupy adj 
soup^on /'sooh(p)son, ^sonh/ n a little bit; a dash [F. lit , suspicion, fr 
(assumed) VL suspection-, suspectio, fr L suspectus, pp of suspicere to 
suspect - more at 'suspterj 

'soup .kitchen n an establishment dispensing minimum food (e g soup 
and bread) to the needy 

soup up vt 1 to increase the power of (an engine or car) 2 to make more 
attractive, interesting, etc USE infml [prob fr E slang soup (drug injected 
into a racehorse to stimulate it)] 

'sour /sowa/ adj 1 being or inducing the one of the 4 basic taste sensations 
that IS produced chiefly by acids <-«- pickles} - compare butlr, sait, 
SWF hi 2a(l) having the acid taste or smell (as lO of fermentation 
cream} (2) of or relating to fermentation b smelling or tasting of decay, 
rotten breath} c wrong, awry <a project gone ~> 3a unpleasant, 
distasteful b morose, bitter 4 esp of soil acid in reaction 5 esp of 
petroleum products containing foul-smelling sulphur compounds [ME. fr 
OE 5 fir, akin to OHG sur sour, Lith suras salty] - sourish adj, sourly adv, 
sourness n 

‘sour n 1 the pninaj> taste sensation produced by sthg sour 2 chiefly 
NAm a cocktail made with a usu specified spirit, lemon or lime juice, 
sugar, and sometimes stxla water (a whisky ^ } 

‘sour vb to make or become sour 

source /saws/ n 1 the point of ongin of a stream of water 2a(l) a 
generative force, a cause (2) a means of supply (a secret of wealth} 
b(l) a place of ongin, a beginning (2) shy or sthg that initiates (3) a 
person, publication, etc that supplies information, esp at firsthand 3 
archaic a spnng, fountain [ME sours, fr MF sors, sourse, fr OF, fr pp of 
sourdre to nse, spnng forth, fr L surgere - more at surge] - sourceless 
adj 

sourdough /'sow3,doh/ n, NAm an old-timer, esp a prospector, of 
Alaska or NW Canada [fr the use of fermenting yeast for making bread 
in prospectors’ camps] 

,sour 'grapes n pi disparagement of sthg achieved or owned by another 
because unable to attain it oneself [fr the fable asenbed to Aesop of the 
fox who. finding himself unable to reach some grapes, disparaged them 
as sour] 

'sour, puss /-.poos/ n a habitually gloomy or bitter person - infml [sour 
I puss (face), fr IrGacI pus mouth, fr Mir bus] 
sousaphone /’soohza.fohn/ n a large tuba that has a flared adjustable 
bell and is designed to encircle the player and rest on the left shoulder 
[John Philip Sousa tl^32 US bandmaster & composer] 

'souse /sows/ vt 1 to pickle <^d hemng} 2a to plunge in liquid, 
immerse b to drench, saturate 3 to make drunk, inebnate - infml ^ vi 
to become immersed or drenched [ME sousen, fr MF souz, souce pickling 
solution, of Grnc ongin; akin to OHG sulza bnne, OE sealt salt] 
‘souse n 1 an act of sousing; a wetting 2 chiefly NAm sthg pickled; esp 
seasoned and chopped pork tnmmings, fish, or shellfish 
soutane /sooh'tan/ n a ca.s$ock [F, fr It sottana, lit., undergarment, fr 
fern of sottano being underneath, fr ML subtanus, fr L subtus underneath; 
akin to L sub under - more at up] 

SOUter /'soohta/ n, chiefly Scot A NEng a shoemaker [ME, fr OE sutere, 
fr L sutor, fr sutus, pp of suere to sew - more at sew] 

'south /sowth, also sowdh (in names) before words beginning with a 
vowel/ adj or adv towards, at, belonging to. or coming from the south 
[ME, fr OE suth, akin to OHG sund- south, OE sunne sun] 

‘south n 1 (the compass point corresponding to) the direction of the south 
terrestnal pole 2 often cap regions or countries lying to the south of a 
specifled or implied point of onenution - sonthward adv. adj, or n, 
southwards adv 

.South 'African n a native or inhabitant of the Republic of South Afnca 
- South African adj 

Southdown /'sowth.down/ n any of an English breed of small hornless 
meat-producing sheep with medium-length wool [Sou/h Downs, hills in 
SE England] 


'.south'east /-'ecst/ adj or adv towards, at, belonging to. or coming from 
the southeast 

‘southeast n 1 (the general direction corresponding to) the compass 
point midway between south and cast 2 often cap regions or countnes 
lying to the southeast of a specified or implied point of oncntation “ 
southeastward ad\, adj, or n, southeastwards adv 
'.south'easterly /-'eestali/ adj or adv southeast ['southeast + -erly (as 
in easterly)] 

‘southeasterly, southeaster n a wind from the SE 
.south'eastern /-'eeslan/ adj 1 often cap (characteristic) of a region 
conventionally designated Southeast 2 southeast ['southeast + 'cm (as 
in eastern)] - southeastemmost /-'eestan.mohst/ adj 
'southerly /'sudhali/ adj or adv south ['south ^ -erly (as in easterly)] 
‘southerly n a wind from the S 

southern /'sudhan/ adj 1 often cap (charactensiic) of a region conven- 
tionally designated South 2 south [ME southern, southren, fr OE 
sutheme-, akin to OHG sundroni southern, OE suth south] - southern- 
most adj 

Southerner Audhana/ n a native or inhabitant of the South 
.southern 'lights n pi aurora australis 

'southern.wood /-.wood/ n a shrubby fragrant European wormwood 
with bitter foliage 

southing /'sowdhing. -thing/ n 1 distance due south in latitude from the 
preceding point of measurement 2 southerly progress 
'south,paw /-,paw/ n a left-hander, specif a boxer who leads with the 
right hand and guards with the left - southpaw adj 
.south 'pole n la often cap SAPxhe southernmost point of the rotational 
axis of the earth or another celestial body b the southernmost point on 
the celestial sphere, about which the stars seem to revolve 2 the south- 
ward-pointing pole of a magnet 

south-southeast /,- esp tech .sow sow'eesl/ n a compass point 
midway between south and southeast 

south-southwest /.- esp tech .sow sow'est/ n a compass point 
midway between south and southwest 
'southwest /.sowth'west, esp tech .sow'wesi/ adj or adv towards, at. 

belonging to, or coming from the southwest 
‘southwest n 1 (the general direction corresponding to) the compass 
point midway between south and west 2 often cap regions or countnes 
lying to the southwest of a specified or implied point of onentation - 
southwestward adv, adj. or n, soutbwestwards adv 
southwester /.sowth'westa, esp tech .sow'westa/ n a southwesterly 
'.south'westerly /-li/ adj or adv southwest 

‘southwesterly, southwester n a wind from the SW ['southwest v -erly 
(as in westerly)] 

.south' western /-'weslan/ adj 1 often cap (charactenstic) of a region 
conventionally designated Southwest 2 southwest ['southwest + -em (as 
in H'esre/n)] - southwesternmost adj 

'souvenir / .soohva'ma/ n sthg that serves as a reminder (eg of a place 
or past event), a memento [F. lit , act of remembering, fr MF. fr (se) 
souvenir to remember, fr L subvenire to come up, come to mind - more 
at subvention] - souvenir adi 
‘souvenir vt, Austr to steal, pilfer - mfml 

sou'wester /.sow'westa/ n 1 a southwesterly 2a a long usu oilskin 
waterproof coal worn esp at sea dunng stormy weather b a waterproof 
hat with a wide slanting brim longer at the back than in front 
G ARMEN r 

'sovereign /’vovnn/ n la one possessing sovereignty h an acknowledged 
leader (the rose. among flowers} 2 a former Bntish gold coin worth 
1 pound [ME soverain, fr OF. fr soverain. adj] 

‘sovereign adj la possessing supreme (political) power ruler} b 
unlimited in extent, absolute < ^ powers c enjoying political autonomy 
(a ^ state} 2a of outstanding excellence or importance (their ^ sense 
of humour - Sir Winston Churchill) b of an unqualified nature, utmost 
<-^ contempt} 3 (charactenstic) of or befitting a sovereign [ME sove- 
rain, fr MF, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL superanus, fr L super over, above - 
more at 'over] - sovereignly adv, sovereignty n 
soviet /'sohvyat, 'so-/ n 1 an elected council in a Communist country 2 
pi, cap the people, esp the leaders, of the USSR [Russ sover] - soviet adj, 
ofien cap, sovietism n, often cap 

sovran /'sovran/ n or adj (a) sovereign - poetic [by alter (influenced by 
It sovrano, adj)] 

'sow /sow/ n 1 an adult female pig; also the adult female of vanous other 
animals (e g the grizzly bear) 2 (a mass of metal solidified in) a channel 
that conducts molten metal, esp iron, to moulds [ME sowe. fr OE sugw, 
akin to OE & OHG su sow. L sus pig, swine, hog. Gk /lys] 
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*SOW /soh/ vb lowed; lown /sohn/, sowed w to plant seed for growth, esp 
by scattering ^ vt Is to scatter (e g seed) on the earth for growth, broadly 
PLANT la b to strew (as lO with seed c to introduce into a selected 
environment 2 to implant, initiate < suspicion} 3 to disperse, dissemi- 
nate [ME sowoj, fr OE sawan, akin to OHG sawen to sow, L sererej - 
sower n - sow one’s wild oats to indulge in youthful wildness and 
dissipation, usu before setthng down to a steady way of life 
'now .thistle /sow/ a any of a genus of spiny Old World composite 
plants widely naturalized as weeds 

soy /soy/ ji 1 an oriental brown liquid sauce made by subjecting soya 
beans to long fermentation and to digestion m bnne 2 soya bean [Jap 
sAoyu, fr Chin ((3!ant) shi^yau, lit., soya-bean oil] 
soya /"soya/ n soy [D soja, fr Jap shoyu] 

soya bean n (the edible oil-nch and protein-nch seeds oO an annual 
Asiatic leguminous plant widely grown for its .seed and soil improve- 
ment 

soya-bean oil n a pale yellow oil that is obtained from soya beans and 
IS used chiefly as a cooking oil, in paints, varnishes, linoleum, pnnting ink, 
and soap, and as a source of phospholipids, fatty acids, and sterols 
'soy,bean /-.been/ n soya bean 

sozzled /’soz(a)ld/ adj, chiefly Br drunk -- slang, often humor [sozzle (to 
splash, souse, intoxicate)] 

spa /spah/ n 1 a usu fashionable resort with mineral springs 2 a spring 
of mineral water [Spa, watenng place in Belgium] 

'space /spays/ n 1 (the duration oO a period of time 2a a limited extent 
in 1, 2, or 3 dimensions, distance, area, or volume b an amount of room 
set apart or available (parking -- > 3 any of the degrees between or above 
or below the lines of a musical staff 4a a boundless 3-dimensional extent 
m which objects and events occur and have relative position and direction 
b physical space indepmdent of what occupies it 5 the region beyond the 
earth's atmosphere astronomy 6 (a piece of type giving) a 

blank area separating words or lines (e g on a page) 7 a set of mathemat- 
ical pomts, each defined by a set of coordinates 8 a brief interval dunng 
which a telegraph key is not causing electneal contact to be made [ME, 
fr OF espace, fr L spatium area, room, interval of space or time - more 
at speed] - spaceless adj 

^space vt to place at intervals or arrange with space between - 
spacer a 

'apace, craftAkrahft/ n a device designed to travel beyond the earth’s 
atmosphere 3“ space 

.apaced-'out adj dazed or stupefied (as lO by a narcotic substance - 
^ slang 

'apaca.flight /-.fliet/ n flight beyond the earth’s atmosphere 
spaca heating n the heating of spaces (e g by electricity, solar radiation, 
or fossil fuels), esp for human comfort, with the heater either within the 
space or external to it - space beater n 
'apace,man /-.man/, fern 'space.woinan n 1 one who travels outside the 
earth’s atmosphere 2 a visitor to earth from outer space 
'apace .mark n the mark ^ 
apace platform n space station 
’apace.ahip /-.ship/ n a manned spacecraft 
'apace .ahuttle n a vehicle that has usu 2 stages and is designed to serve 
ua reusable transport between the earth and an orbiting space station 

.SPACE 

'apace .atation n a manned artificial satellite designed for a fixed orbit 
about the earth and to serve as a base space 
'apace ,auit n a suit equipped with life supporting provisions to make life 
in space possible for its wearer 

.apace-'tlnse n 1 a system of 1 temporal and 3 spatial coordinates by 
which any physical object or event can be located 2 (the properties 
characteristic oO the whole or a portion of physical reality determinable 
by a four-dtmensional coordinate system 

'apaca .walk n a tnp outside a spacecraft made by an astronaut m space 
-■pact walk vt, apacewalker n, spaccwalking n 
apacey Apaysi/ adj of or in a spaced-out state - slang (music with a ^ 
effect} 

apacing Apaysing/ n la the act of providing with spaces or placing at 
intervals b an arrangement in space (alter the ^ of the chairs} 2 the 
distance between any 2 objects in a usu regularly arranged senes 
apacioua /'spayshas/ adj I containing ample space; roomy 2a broad or 
vast in area (a country of ^ plains} b large in scale or space; expansive 
[ME, fr MF spacieux, fr L spatiosus, fr spatium space, room] - spadously 
adv, wpatekmam n 

*tppdP /spayd/ fl a digging implement that can be pushed into the ground 


with the foot [ME, fr OE spadu, akin to Gk spathe blade of a sword or 
oar, OHG span chip of wood - more at 'spoon] - spadeful n 
^spade vt to dig up, shape, or work (as lO with a spade 
^spade /} la a playing card marked with 1 or more black figures shaped 
like a spearhead b pi but sing or pi in constr the suit comprising cards 
identified by these figures 2 a Negro - dcrog [It spada or Sp espada broad 
sword (used as a mark on playing cards), both fr L spatha, fr Gk spathe 
blade] - in spades in the extreme [fr spades being the highest suit in some 
card games] 

'spade, work /-,wuhk/ n the routine preparatory work for an under- 
taking 

spadix /'spaydiks/ n, pi spadices /-di,sec// a spike of crowded flowers 
(e g in an arum) with a fleshy or succulent axis usu enclosed in a spathe 
[NL spadic-, spadix, fr L, frond torn from a palm tree, fr Gk spadik-, 
spadix, fr span to draw, pull ^ more at span] 
spaghetti /spa'geti/ n pasta in the form of thin often solid strings of 
varying widths smaller in diameter than macaroni [It, fr pi of spaghetto, 
dim of spago cord, string] 

spahi /'spah,(h)ee/ n 1 any of a former corps of irregular Turkish cavalry 
2 any of a former corps of Algcnan native cavalry in the French Army 
[MF, fr Turk sipahi. fr Per sipahi cavalryman] 
spake /spayk/ archaic past of speak 

'spall /spawl/ n a small splinter or chip, esp of stone [ME spalle] 

‘ ^spall vt to break up (stone, ore, etc) into fragments ^vi 1 to break off 
fragments, chip 2 to undergo spallation - spallable adj 
spallation /spa'layshfajn/ n a nuclear reaction resulting in several 
particles being ejected as the result of a collision [^spall] 

Spann /spam/ trademark ~ used for a tinned pork luncheon meat 
'span /span/ archaic past of spin 

’span n 1 the distance from the end of the thumb to the end of the little 
finger of a spread hand, also a former English unit of length equal to 9in 
(about 0 23m) unit 2 an extent, distance, or spread between 2 
limits* e g a a limited stretch (c g of time), esp an individual's lifetime b 
the full reach or extent (the remarkable ^ of his memory} c the distance 
or extent between abutments or supports (e g of a bridge), also a part of 
a bridge between supports d a wingspan [ME, fr OE spann, akin to OHG 
spanna span, MD spannen to stretch, hitch up, L pendere to weigh, Gk 
span to draw, pull] 

’span vt -nn- 1 to measure (as lO by the hand wWk fingers and thumb 
extended 2a to extend across (his career ~ ned 4 decades > b to form an 
arch over (a small bndge ned the pond} c to place or construct a span 
'over 

spandrel, spandHI /'spandrel/ n the space between the right or left 
exterior curve of an arch and an enclosing right angle [ME spandrell, fr 
AF spaundre, fr OF espandre to spread out - more at spawn] 
'spangle /'spang gl/ n 1 a sequin 2 a small glittenng object or particle 
(gold -s of dew - Edith Sitwell) [ME spangel. dim of .spang shiny 
ornament, prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON spong spangle; akin to OE 
spang buckle, MD spannen to stretch] 

’spangle vb spangling /'spang gling/ vt to set or spnnkle (as lO with 
spangles vi to glitter as if covered with spangles, sparkle 
Spaniard fspanyad/ n a native or inhabitant of Spam [ME Spaignard, 
fr MF Espaignart, fr Espaigne Spam, country m SW Europe, fr L 
Hispania] 

spaniel /'spanyal/ n 1 any of several breeds of small or medium-sized 
mostly short-legged dogs usu having long wavy hair, feathered legs and 
tail, and large drooping ears 2 a fawning servile person (ME spaniell, fr 
MF espaignol, lit., Spaniard, fr (assumed) VL Hispaniolus, fr L Hispania 
Spain] 

Spanish /'spamsh/ n 1 the oflicial Romance language of Spam and of 
the countries colonized by Spaniards V i anoiiaoe 2 pi in constr the 
l^ple of Spam [Spanish, adj, fr ME Spainish, fr Spain] - Spanish adj 
.Spanish 'American n a native or inhabitant of any of the Spanish- 
speaking countnes of America; also a citizen of the USA of Spanish 
descent - Spanish-American adj 

Spanish chestnut n a large widely cultivated edible chestnut 
Spanish fly n 1 a green blister beetle of S Europe 2 a preparation of 
Spanish flies used esp as an aphrodisiac 

.Spanish 'gmelatte n an omelette containing cooked chopped veg- 
etables and ^su not folded in half 
.Spanish 'onion n a large mild-flavoured onion 
'spank /spangk/ vt to stnke, esp on the buttocks, (as iO with the open 
hand [imit] - spssk n 

’spank VI to move quickly or spiritedly <<'-ing along in his new car} 
[back-formation fr spanking] 
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spanker Apangkd/.n a fore-and-aft sail set on the aftermost mast of a 
square-ngged ship ship [ongin unknown] 

'spanking Apangking/ adj 1 remarkable of its kind, stnking 2 vigorous, 
bnsk <,rode o/T at a pace) [ongin unknown] - spankingly adv 

^spanking adv completely and impressively <a new car) 
spanner Apana/ n, chiefly Br a tool with 1 or 2 ends shaped for holding 
or turning nuts or bolts with nut-shaped heads [G, instrument for 
winding spnngs, fr spannen to stretch, akin to MD spannen to stretch - 
more at span] - (put) t spanner in the works (to cause) obstruction or 
hindrance (e g to a plan or operation) - infml 
'spar /spah/ n 1 a stout pole 2a a mast, boom, gaff, yard, etc used to 
support or control a sail ship b any of the mam longitudinal 
members of the wing or fuselage of an aircraft [ME sparre, akin to OE 
spere spear] 

*spar vj -rr- la 'box, esp to gesture without landing a blow to draw one's 
opponent or create an opening b to engage in a practice bout of boxing 
2 to skirmish, wrangle 3 fence lb(2) [prob alter offspur, orig sense, to 
strike with feet or spurs like a gamecock] 

*spar n any of vanous nonmetallic minerals which usu split easily [LG, 
akin to OE spaerstan gypsum, spxren of plaster] 

'spare /spea/ vt 1 to ref^rain from destroying, punishing, or harming 2 
to refrain from using the rod, and spoil the child) 3 to relieve of the 
necessity of doing, undergoing, or learning sthg yourself the trouble) 

4 to refrain from, avoid <^d no expense) 5 to use or dispense frugally 

- chiefly neg <don'f ^ the butter) 6a to give up as surplus to require- 
ments (do you have any cash to b to have left over, unused, or 
unoccupied (time fo ~ ~ vi to be frugal (some will spend and some will 

- Robert Bums) [ME sparen, fr OE spanan\ akin to OHG sparon to 
spare. OE spser, adj, $^re] - spareable adj 
^spare adj 1 not in tise, esp reserved for use in emergency (a ^ tyre) 2a 
in excess of what is required, surplus b not taken up with work or duties, 
frecc'^ time) 3 spanng, concise <a prose style) 4 healthily lean, wiry 

5 not abundant, meagre - infml 6 Br extremely angry or distraught - 
infrni < nearly went ^ with worry) [ME, fr OE sp»r, akin to OSlav sporu 
abundant. OE sped prospenty - more at spfkd] - sparely adv, spare- 
ness n 

’spare n 1 a spare or duplicate item or part, specif a spare part for a motor 
vehicle 2 the knocking down of all 10 pins with the first 2 balls in a frame 
in tenpin bowling 

.spare 'part n a replacement for a component that may cease or has 
ceased to function (went to the garage for spare parts)<spare-part 
surgery) 

.spare'rib /-'rib/ pork nb with most of the surrounding meat removed 
for use as bacon - mca r [by folk etymology fr LG nbbesper pickled 
pork nbs roasted on a spit, fr MLG, fr nbbe nb ^ sper spear, spit] 
.spare 'tyre n a roll of fat at the waist - infml 
sparing /'speanng/ adj 1 not wasteful, frugal <we must be with the 
butter) 2 meagre, scant - sparingly adv 
'spark /spahk/ n la a small particle of a burning substance thrown out 
by a body in combustion or remaining when combustion is nearly 
completed b a hot glowing particle struck from a larger mass < ^ s flying 
from under a hammer) 2 a luminous disruptive electneal discharge of 
very short duration between 2 conductors of opposite high potential 
separated by a gas (e g air) 3 a sparkle, flash 4 sthg that sets off or 
stimulates an event, development, etc 5 a trace, esp one which may 
develop; a germ (still retains a ^ of decency) 6 pi but sing in constr a 
radio operator on a ship - infml [ME sparke, fr OE spearca; akin to MD 
sparke spark, L spargere to scatter. Gk spargan to swell] 

•’spark VI to produce or give off sparks ^ v/ 1 to cause to be suddenly 
active; precipitate - usu * off (the question ^ed off a lively discussion) 
2 to stir to activity; incite (a player can his team to victory) [ME 
sparken, fr sparke] - sparfcer n 

’spark n a lively and usu witty person - esp in bnght spark [perh of Scand 
origin; akin to ON sparkr sprightly] - sparkJsb adj 
«spark vb, chiefly NAm to woo, court ['spark (attractive person, lover)] 

- sparker n 

'spark .chamber n a device that is usu used to detect the path of a 
high-energy particle by observable electric discharges 
'spark .coil n an induction coil for producing the spark for an internal- 
combustion engine 

'sparking .plug Apahking/ n, chiefly Br a part that fits into the 
cylinder head of an internal-combustion engine and produces the spark 
which ignites the explosive mixture 

'sparkle /'spahkl/ vb sparkling Apahkling/ vi la to give off sparks b 
to give off or reflect glittering points of light; scintillate 2 to effervesce 


(wine that s) 3 to show bnlliance or animation (the dialogue ^ s with 
wit) ^ vt to cause to glitter or shine [ME sparklen, freq of sparken to 
spark] 

’sparkle n 1 a little spark, a scintillation 2 sparkling 3a vivacity, gaiety 
b cfTervescence (a wine full of '-) [ME, dim. of sparke] 
sparkler /'spahkb/ n 1 a firework that throws off brilliant sparks on 
burning 2 a (cut and polished) diamond - infml ['sparkle t '-er] 
'spark .plug n. chiefly NAm sparking pi ug 
'sparring .partner /'spahnng/ n a boxer's companion for practice in 
spamng during training, broadly a habitual opponent (c g in fnendly 
argument) 

sparrow Aparoh/ n any of several small dull-coloured songbirds related 
to the finches, esp house sparrow [ME sparow, fr OE spearwa- akin to 
OHG sparo sparrow, Gk psar starling] 

'spa rrow.g rasa /-.grabs/ n, chiefly dial asparagus [by folk etymology 
fr asparagus] 

'sparrow .hawk n a small Old World hawk 

sparse /spahs/ adj of few and scattered elements, esp not thickly grown 
or settled [L sparsus spread out. fr pp of spargere to scatter - more at 
'spark] - sparsely adv, sparseness n, sparsity n 
'Spartan /'spaht(3)n/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of ancient Sparta 2 a 
person of great a)urBge and endurance [ME, fr L Spartanus, adj & n. fr 
Sparta, city in ancient Greece] - Spartanism n 
’Spartan adj 1 of Spaita in ancient Greece 2a ngorously stnet, austere 
b having or showing courage and endurance 

spasm /'spaz(a)m/ n 1 an involuntary and abnormal muscular contrac- 
tion 2 a sudden violent and bnef effort or emotion < - s of helpless mirth 
~ Punch) [ME spasme, fr MF, fr L spasmus, ft Gk spasmos, fr span to 
draw, pull - more at span] 

spasmodic /spaz'modik/ adj la relating to, being, or affected or 
charactenzed by spasm b resembling a spasm, esp in sudden violence (a 
^ jerk) 2 acting or proceeding fitfully; intermittent attempts at 
studying) [NL spasmodicus, fr Gk spasmodes, fr spasmos] - spasmodical 
adj, spasmodically adv 

'spastic Apastik/ adj 1 of or charactenzed by spasm (a ^ colon) 2 
suffenng from spastic paralysis (a child) [L spasticus, fr Gk spastikos 
drawing in, fr span] - spastically adv, spasticity /spa'stisati/ n 
’spastic n 1 one who is suffenng from spastic paralysis 2 an ineffectual 
person - used esp by children 

spastic paralysis n paralysis with involuntary contraction or uncon- 
trolled movements of the affected muscles - compare cerebral palsy 
'spat /spat/ past of spit 

’spat n, pi spats, esp collectively spat a young oyster or other bivalve 
mollusc [ongin unknown] 

’spat n a cloth or leather gaiter covenng the instep and ankle 
garment [shon for spatterdash (legging)] 

*spat n 1 VAm a light splash (a ^ of rain) 2 a petty argument - infml 
[prob imit] 

spatchcock Apach.kok/ vi 1 to cook (a fowl or small game bird) by 
splitting along the backbone and frying or gnlling 2 to msen or put 
together in a forced or incongruous way [prob alter, of spitchcock (split 
and gniled eel)] 

spats /spayt/ n 1 flood (a nver in full ~ > 2a a large number or amount, 
esp occurnng in a shon space of time (the recent ^ of fire bombs - The 
Guardian) b a sudden or strong outburst; a rush (a ^ of anger) 
[ME] 

spathe /spaydh/ n a sheathing bract or pair of bracts cnclosmg the 
inflorescence of a plant, esp a spadix on the same axis (the ^ of 
cuckoopmt) [NL spatha, fr L, broad sword - more at ’spade] 
spathic Apathik/ adj resembling spar [G spath, spat spar; akin to OHG 
span chip - more at 'spoon] 

spatial Apayshfa)!/ adj relating to, occupying, or occurnng in space [L 
spatium space - more at speed] - spatially adv, spatiality 
/.spayshi'alati/ n 

spatiotemporal /,spayshioh'temp(9)r3l/ adj 1 having both spatial and 
temporal qualities 2 of space-time [L spatium temper-, tempus tune 
- more at temporal] - apatiotamporally adv 
'spatter Apata/ vt 1 to splash or sprinkle (as lO with drops of liquid, 
also to soil in this way (his coat was ^ed with mud) 2 to scatter (as lO 
by splashing or spnnkhng water) vi to spurt out in scattered drops 
(blood <^ing everywhere) [akin to Flcm spetteren to spatter] 
’spatter n 1 (the sound oO spattenng 2 a drop spattered on sthg or a stain 
due to spattenng 

spatula Apatyoob. <h9b/ n a flat thin usu metal implement used esp 
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The reusable space shuule pfornises to 
provide an economical method of 
placing satellites in space, performing 
scientific experiments under 
weightless conditions, and possibly 
repairing or retrievinc) 'space junk' 
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for spreading, mixing, etc soft subsunces or powders [LL, spoon, spatula 

- more at FPAULEriF] 

spatulate Agatyoobt, -chd-/ adj shaped like a spatula spines of a 
caterpillar} plant 

spavin Apavin/ n a bony enlargement or soft swelling of the hock of a 
horse associated with strain [ME spavayne, fr MF espavain] - spavined 
/-vind/ adj 

'spawn /spawn/ vt 1 of an aquatic animal to produce or deposit (eggs) 
2 to bnng forth, esp abundantly '^vi 1 to deposit spawn 2 to produce 
young, esp in large numbers [ME spawnen, fr AF espaundre, fr OF 
espandre to spread out, expand, fr L ekpandere] - spawner n 
^pawn n 1 the large number of eggs of frogs, oysters, fish, etc 2 sing or 
pi m constr (numerous) offspring 3 mycelium, esp for propagating 
mushrooms 

spay /spay/ vt to remove the ovanes of [ME spayen, fr MF espeer to cut 
with a sword, fr OF, fr espee sword, fr L spatha sword - more at 
spade] 

speak /speek/ vh spoke /spohk/, spoken Apohkan/ vi la to utter words 
or articulate sounds with the ordinary voice; talk b(l) to give voice to 
thoughts or feelings <wAy don't you - for yourselP - H W Longfellow) 
(2) to be on speaking terms (^still were not ^ mg a/ier the dispute} c to 
address a group {the professor spoke on his latest discoveries} 2a to 
express thoughts or feelings in wnting <^dianes that ~ of his ambition} 
b to act as spokesman for 3 to communicate by other than verbal means 
(^twns louder than words} A to make a claim for, reserve <5 of the 
to new houses are already spoken for} 5 to make a charactenstic or 
natural sound (^the thunder spoke) 6 to be indicative or suggestive <Ai$ 
battered shoes spoke of a long journey} vt la to utter with the speaking 

voice; pronounce b to express orally; declare (free to ^ their minds} 2 
to make known in wnting 3 to (be able to) use in oral communication 
<*^s Spanish} [ME speken, fr OE sprecan, specan, akin to OHG 
sprehhan to speak. Gk spharageisthat to crackle] - speakable adj ~ so to 
speak - used as an apologetic qualification for an imprecise, unusual, 
ambiguous, or unclear phrase {this bus serMce has gone downhill, so to 
speak) ' to speak of worth mentioning - usu neg 
•poakeaay Apeek.eezi/ n a place where alcoholic dnnks were illegally 
sold dunng Prohibition in the USA in the 1920*s and 30's [fr the need 
to speak easy (softly) in ordenng illicit goods] 

speaker Apeeka/ n la one who speaks, esp at public functions b one 
who speaks a specified language {an Italian-speaker} 2 the presiding 
officer of a deliberative or legislative assembly 3 a loudspeaker - 

ipeakerahip n 

speaking Apeekmg/ adj la capable of speech b containing chiefly 
native speakers of a speafied language - usu in combination {English- 
speaking countnes} 2 highly significant or expressive, eloquent 3 able to 
speak a specified language {French-speaking} 

'speaking ,tul>e n a pipe through which conversation may be conducted 
(e g between different parts of a building) 

speak out vi l to sp^ loudly enough to be heard 2 to speak boldly, 
express an opinion frankly <spoke out on the issues} 
apeak up vi l to speak more loudly - often imper 2 to express an opinion 
boldly <speak up for justice} 

'spear /spia/ n 1 a thrusting or throwing weapon with long shaft and 
sharp head or blade used esp by hunters or foot soldiers 2 a sharp-pointed 
instrument with barbs used in speanng fish 3 a spearman [ME spere, fr 
OE; akin to OHG sper spear, L sparus, Gk sparos, a manne fish] 
^pear vt to pierce, stnke, or take hold of (as if) with a spear <^ed a 
sausage from the dish} 

’spear n a usu young blade, shoot, or sprout (e g of asparagus or grasi^ 
[alter of 'sp/rej 

'spear, fish /-fish/ n any of several large powerful oceanic fishes related 
to the marlins and sail fishes 

''spear.head /-Jied/ n 1 the sharp-pointed head of a spear 2 a leading 
element or force in a development, course of action, etc 
’spearhead vt to serve as leader or leading force of 
'spear.man /-man/ n one armed with a spear 
'spearmint /-.mint/ n a common mint grown esp for its aromatic oil 
'spear ,side n the male branch of a family > compare distaff 
spec /spek/ n a speculation - infml {one company worth trying as a ~ 

- ITie Economtsf} - on spec Brass risk or speculation {houses built on 
spec); also as a risk in the hope of finding or obtaining sthg desired {the 
play may be sold out, but it would be worth going to the theatre on spec) 

- infml 

'special Apesh(a)l/ adj 1 distinguished from others of the same category, 
esp because in some way superior 2 held in particular esteem <a ~ 


fnend} 3 specific 4 4 other than or in addition to the usual <a day 
of thanksgiving} 5 designed, undertaken, or used for a particular purpose 
or need {devised a ^ method of restonng paintings} 6 established or 
designed for the use or education of the handicapped <a ^ school} [ME, 
fr OF or L; OF especial, fr L specialis individual, particular, fr species 
species] - specially adv, specialness n 
’special n 1 sthg that is not part of a senes 2 sby or sthg reserved or 
produced for a particular use or occasion {caught the commuter — to 
work} 3 Br special constabie, esp ii special 
special constable n, Br sby employed as an extra policeman (e g in 
times of emergency) 

.special effect n an unusual visual or acoustic efTcct, esp one intro- 
duced into a film or prerecorded television production by special process- 
ing - usu pi 

specialism /'spesh(3)l,iz(3)m/ n 1 specialization in an occupation or 
branch of knowledge 2 a field of specialization, a speciality 
specialist Apesh(a)list/ n la one who devotes him-/herself to a special 
occupation or branch of knowledge b a medical practitioner limiting 
his/her practice to a specific group of complaints {a child - ) {an ear, 
nose, and throat '-} 2 a rank in the US Army enabling an enlisted 
man/woman to draw extra pay because of technical qualifications 
Rank - specialist, spccialistic /-'istik/ adj 
speciality /.speshi'alati/ n 1 (the state of having) a distinctive mark or 
quality 2 a product or object of particular quality {bread pudding was 
mother’s ^ ) 3a a special aptitude or skill b a particular occupation or 
branch of knowledge 

special-ize, -ise /'spesh(3)liC7y vt to apply or direct to a specific end or 
use v; 1 to concentrate one's efforts in a special or limited activity or 
field 2 to undergo structural adaptation of a btxiy part to a particular 
function or of an organism for life in a particular environment - 
specialization /-'7^ysh(3)n/ n 

Special licence n a British form of marriage license permitting marnage 
without the publication of banns or at a tunc and place other than those 
presenbed by law 

special pleading n 1 the allegation of s|)ecial or new matter in a legal 
action, as distinguished from a direct denial of the matter pleaded by the 
opposite side 2 an argument that ignores the damaging or unfavourable 
asfiects of a case 

special school n a school for handicapped childfpn 
special theory of relativity n rfi ativity 2a 
specialty Apesh(3)lti/ n 1 a legal agreement embodied in a scaled 
^document 2 chiefly SAm a speciality [ME specialte, fr MF especialte, 
fr LL specialitat-, specialitas, fr L specialis special] 
special verdict n a verdict that sets out the facts as proved and leaves 
the court to decide legal guilt or innocence 

Specie Apeeshi/ n money in com [fr in specie, fr L, in kind] - in specie 
in the same or similar form or kind {ready to return insult in specie) 
species /speeshiz/ n, pi species la a class of individuals having common 
attnbutes and designated by a common name b(l) a category m the 
biological classification of living things that ranks immediately below a 
genus, comprises related organisms or populations potentially capable of 
interbreeding, and is designated by a name (eg Homo sapiens) that 
consists of the name of a genus followed by a Latin or latinized uncapital- 
ized noun or adjective (2) an individual or kind belonging to a biological 
species c a particular kind of atomic nucleus, atom, molecule, or ion 2 
the consecrated bread and wine of the Roman Catholic or Eastern 
Orthodox euchanst 3 a kind, sort - chiefly derog {a dangerous ^ of 
cnmmal} [L, appearance, kind, species - more at spy] 

'specific /spa'sifik/ adj la constituting or falbng into a specifiable 
category b being or relating to those properties of sthg that allow it to 
be assigned to a particular category {the ^ qualities of a drug} 2a 
confined to a particular individual, group, or circumstance {a disease ^ 
to horses} b having a specific rather than a gentral influence (e g on a 
body part or a disease) {antibodies ~ for the smallpox virus} 3 free from 
ambiguity; explicit {'^ instructions} 4 of or constituting a (biological) 
species 5a being any of various arbitrary physical constants, esp one 
relating a quantitative attnbute to unit mass, volume, or area b imposed 
at a fixed rate per unit (e g of weight or amount) import duties} - 
compare ad valorem [LL speciCtcus, fr L species] - ip^fically adv, 
specificity /.spesi'flsati/ n 

’specific n 1 a drug or remedy having a specific effect on a disease 2a 
a characteristic q>tality or trait b pi, chiefly NAm particulars {haggling 
over the legal and financial ^ s - Time} 

specification /,spesifi'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 specifying 2a a detailed desenp- 
tion of sthg (e g a building or car), esp in the form of a plan - usu pi with 
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sing, meaning b a wntten descnption of an invention for which a patent 
is sought 

spe.cif ic 'gravity n the ratio of the density of a substance to the density 
of a substance (e g pure water or hydrogen) taken as a standard when both 
densities are obtained by weighing in air 

spa.cific 'heat n heat required to raise the temperature of a unit mass 
of a substance by unit temperature - usu measured in joules per kilogram 
per kelvin 

spe,cific per'formance n performance of a legal contract according 
to Its terms, ordered where damages would be inadequate 
specify /'spesifie/ vt 1 to name or state explicitly or in detail 2 to include 
as an item in a specification oak floonng) (ME speciHen, fr OF 
specifier, fr LL specificare, fr specificus] ~ specifiable adj, specifier n 
specimen Apesimm/ n 1 an item, part, or individual typical of a group 
or category; an example 2 a person, individual - chiefly derog [L, fr 
specere to look at, look] 

speciosity /,spees(h)i'os3ti/ n being specious, speciousness - fml 
specious Apeesh(y)ds/ adj 1 having deceptive attraction or fascination 
2 superficially sound or genuine but fallacious < reasoning'^ [ME, fr L 
specioius beautiful, plausible, fr species] • speciously adv, specious- 
ness n 

'speck /spek/ n 1 a small spot or blemish, esp from stain or decay 2 a 
small particle (a of sawdust)> [ME specke, fr OE specca] 

^speck vt to mark with specks 

'speckle ApekI/ n a little speck (eg of colour) [ME, akin to OE 
specca] 

'speckle vt speckling Apekling, 'spekl ing/ to mark (as lO with speckles 
(the -^d eggs of a thrush^ 

specs /speks/ /I p/ 1 specifications 2ciLASsrs 2b(2)-infml [(l)bycontr. 
(2) contr of spectade'' 

Spectacle Apcklakl/ n la sthg exhibited as unusual, noteworthy, or 
entertaining, esp a striking or dramatic public display or show b an object 
of scorn or ndicule, esp due to odd appearance or behaviour (made a 
of himself} 2 pi glasses 2b(2) (ME, fr MF, fr L spectaculum, fr spectare 
to watch, fr spectus, pp of specere to Uxik, look at - more at spy] 
'Spectacled adj having (markings suggesting) a pair of spectacles (the 
salamander} 

'spectacular /spek'takyoob/ adj of or being a spectacle, sensational (a 
~ display of fireworks} [L spectaculum] - spectacularly adv 
'spectacular n sthg (c g a sugc show) that is spectacular 
spectate /spek'tayt, vi to be present as a spectator (e g at a sports 
event) [back-formation fr spectator] 

spectator /spek'tayta/ n 1 one who attends an event or activity in order 
to watch 2 one who looks on without participating, an onlooker (rescuers 
were hampered by ^s> [L, fr spectatus, pp of spectare to watch] - 

spectator adj 

spectral /'spektral/ adi 1 of or suggesting a spectre 2 of or made by a 
spectrum - spectrally adv, spectralness n, spectrality /-'trabti/ n 
spectre, NAm chiefly specter /'spekta/ n 1 a visible ghost 2 sthg that 
haunts or perturbs the mind, a phantasm (the -- of hunger} - compare 
ooRE 2 [F spectre, fr L spectrum appearance, spectre, fr specere to look, 
look at - more at spy] 

spectro- comb form spectrum <spcctrasc*<v)e> [NL s/iecfru/n] 
Spectrogram Apektr3,gram/ n a photograph or diagram of a spectrum 
[ISV] 

'spectro.graph /-.grahf, -,graf/ n an instrument for dispersing light, 
sound waves, etc into a spectrum (and recording or mapping it) [ISV] - 
spectrograpbic /-'grafik/ adj, spectrograpbically adv, spectrography 
/spck'trografi/ n 

spectroheliogram /.spektroh'heelya.gram/ n a photograph of the vun 
at one wavelength showing its bnght regions and prominences 
.spectro'heliograph A'heelya, grahf, -.graf/ n an apparatus for making 
spectroheliograms [ISV] - spectrohellograpby /-.heeli'ografi/ n 
.spectro'helioscope /-'heely3,skohp/ n 1 a spectroheliograph 2 an 
instrument similar to a spectroheliograph used for visual as distinguished 
from photographic observations [ISV] 

spectrometer /spek'tromib/ n a spectroscope fitted for measurements 
of the spectra observed with it [ISV] - spectrometry /-matn/ n, spectro- 
metric /.spektra'metnk/ atjj 

spectrophotometer /.spektrohfoh'tomita/ n an instrument for 
measuring the intensity of (a substance’s absorption oO hght at vanous 
wavelengths [ISV] - spectropbotometric /.-fohta'metnk/, spectro- 
pbotometrlcsl adj, spectropbotooietrically adv, spectropbotometry 
/-foh'tomatri/ n 

spectroscope Apektn>,skohp/ n an instrument for forming and exam- 


ining optical spectra [ISV] > specO'oscopic /-'skopik/, spectroscopical 
adj, spectroscopically adv, spectroscopist /spek'troskapist/ n, spec- 
troscopy n 

spectrum Apckiram/ n. pi spectra /-tra/, spectrums 1 an array of the 
components of an emission or wave separated and arranged in the order 
of some varying charactenstic (e g wavelength, mass, or energy) e g a a 
senes of images formed when a beam of radiant energy is subjected to 
dispersion and brought to focus so that the component waves are arranged 
in the order of their wavelengths (c g when a beam of sunlight that is 
refracted and dispersed by a pnsm forms a display of colours) b 
El FCTROMACiNFTir SPECTRUM c ihc range of frequencies of sound waves 
2 a sequence, range (a wide - of interests} [NL, fr L, appearance - more 
at spixtre] 

specular Apekyoob/ adj 1 (having the qualities) of a mirror 2 
conducted with the aid of a medical speculum [L speculans of a mirror, 
fr speculum] - specularly adv, specularity /-’larati/ n 
speculate Apekyoolayt/ vi 1 to meditate on or ponder about sthg, 
reflect 2 to assume a business nsk in the hope of gam. esp to buy or sell 
in expectation of profiting from market fluctuations [L speculatus, pp of 
speculan to spy out, examine, fr specula watchtower, fr specere to look, 
look at] speculator n, speculation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 
speculative /'spekyoobtiv/ adj 1 involving, based on. or constituting 
speculation, also theoretical rather than demonstrable 2 questioning, 
inquinng (a ^ glance} - speculatively adv 

speculum /'spekyoobm/ n, pi specula /-b/ also speculunis 1 an 
instrument inserted into a body passage for medical inspection or treat- 
ment 2 a reflector in an optical instrument 3 a patch of colour on the 
secondary feathers of many birds, esp ducks [L, mirror, fr specere] 
speech /speech/ n la the communication or expression of thoughts in 
spoken words b conversation 2 a public discourse, an address 3a a 
language, dialect b an individual manner of speaking 4 the power of 
expressing or communicating thoughts by speaking [ME speche, fr OE 
sprsec. spxc, akin to OE sprecan to speak - more at speak.] 

'speech .day n an annual ceremonial day at a British school when prizes 
arc presented 

speechify /'spcechific/ vt to speak or make a speech in a pompous 
manner 

'speechless /-lis/ adj la unable to speak, dumb b depnved of speech 
(e g through horror or rage) 2 refraining from speech, silent 3 incapable 
of being expressed in words u shape of ^ beauty - P B Shelley) - 
speechlessly adv, speechlessness n 

'speed /speed/ n la moving swiftly, swiftness b rate of motion, specif the 
magnitude of a velocity irrespective of direction 2 rate of performance or 
execution (tried to increase his reading -> 3a the sensitivity of a 
photographic film, plate, or paper expressed numencally b the 
light-gaihenng power of a lens or optical system c the duration of a 
photographic exposure 4 chiefly NAm a transmission gear in motor 
vehicle^ 5 (a drug related to) methamphetamine - slang [ME spede 
success, prospenty, swiftness, fr OE sped, akin to OHG spuot prosperity, 
swiftness, L spes hope, spatium space] - at speed at a fast speed, while 
travelling rapidly 

'speed vb sped /sped/, speeded w 1 to move or go quickly <sped to her 
bedside} 2 to travel at excessive or illegal speed (dnvers who are fined 
for ^ ing) vf 1 to promote the success or development of 2 to cause 
to move quickly, hasten - speeder n, speedster n 
'speed, ball /-.bawl/ n cocaine mixed with heroin or morphine or an 
amphetamine and usu taken by injection - slang 
'speed .limit n the maximum speed permitted by law in a given area or 
under specified circumstances 

speedometer /spee'domita, spi-/ n 1 an instrument for indicating 
speed; a tachometer 2 an instrument for indicating distance travelled as 
well as speed, also an odometer 

'speed .trap n a stretch of road along which police officers, radar devices, 
etc are stationed so as to catch vehicles exceeding the speed limit 
'speed-, up n an acceleration 

speed up vb to (cause to) move, work, or take place faster; accelerate 
'speed.way /-.way/ n 1 a usu oval racecourse for motorcycles 2 the 
sport of racing motorcycles usu belonging to professional teams on closed 
cinder or dirt tracks 

'speed, well /-,wel/ n any of a genus of plants of the figwort family that 
mostly have slender stems and small blue or whitish fiowers 
speedy /'speedi/ adj swifi, quick - speedily adv, speediness a 
spelts /spies/ n a mixture of metallic arsenic compounds produced when 
smelting certain ores [G spase, lit., food, fr (assumed) VL spesa, fr LL 
expensa expense] 
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speleology /.speeli'obji/ n the scientific study of caves [L spcleum cave 
(fr Gk spelaion) «• ISV -o- + -^ogy] - speleologist n, speleological 
Ali-a'lojikl/ Adj 

*spell /spel/ n la a spoken word or form of words held to have magic 
power b a state of enchantment 2 a compelling influence or attraction 
[ME> talk. tale, fr OE, akin to OHG spc! talk, tale, Gk apcile boast] 
>spetl vb spelt /spelt/. NAm chiefly spelled vt 1 to name or write the 
letters of (e g a word) in order; a/so, of letters to form (e g a word) <c-a-f 
^s car) 2 to amount to; mean (crop failure would famine for the 
whole region} - chiefly joum — vi to form words using the correct 
combination of letters (graduates who still can’t ~ > (ME spellen, fr OF 
espeller, of Gmc origin; akin to OE spell talk] 

*spell vb spelled vt 1 to give a brief rest to 2 chiefly NAm to relieve for 
a time; stand in for (the 2 guards ^ed each other} ^ vi , chiefly Austr 
to rest from work or activity for a time [ME spelen, fr OE spelian\ akin 
to OE spala substitute] 

*tpell Ala penod spent in a job or occupation (did a ^ in catering} 2 
a short or indefinite period or phase (there will be cold ^ s throughout 
April} 3 'nr lb 4 chiefly Austr a penod of rest from work, activity, or 
use 

'sp«ll, binder /-.bienda/ n sby or sthg that holds one spellbound, esp a 
speaker of compelling eloquence [back-formation fr spellbound] - spell* 
blodlBg adj 

'spell.bound A.bownd/ adj held fas if) by a spell (a ^ audience} 
speller Apeb/ n a book for teaching spelling [^spell f ^-er] 
Spelling Aspeltng/ n 1 the forming of or ability to form words from 
letters 2 the sequence of letters that make up a particular word 
'spelling .bee n a spelling competition 

spell out vf 1 to read slowly and haltingly 2 to come to understand; 
discern (tried in vain to spell out his meaning} 3 to explain clearly and 
in detail 

*spelt /spelt/ n a pnmitive wheat whose ears contain 2 light red kernels 
[ME, fr OE, fr LL spelta, of Gmc origin, akin to MHG spelte split piece 
of wood, OHG spaltan to split > more at spill] 

*spelt chietly Br past ofHvEU. 

spelter / spelta/ n zinc, esp cast in slabs for commercial use [prob modif 
of MD speaufer] 

Spelunker /spi'lungka/ n, NAm one who makes a hobby of exploring 
and studying caves [L spelunca cave, fr Gk spelynx, akin to Gk spelaion 
cave] > tpelunkiog n 

spend /spend/ vb spent /spent/ vt 1 to use up or pay out; expend <spent 
£90 on a new suit} 2 to wear out, exhaust (the storm gradually spent 
itself} 3 to cause or permit to elapse; pass <spent the summer at the 
beach} vi to pay out resources, esp money [ME spenden, fr OE & OF. 
OE spendan, fr L expendere to expend; OF despendre, fr L dispendere to 
weigh out - more at dispense] - spendable adj, spender n - spend a penny 
Br to unnate - euph 
'spending .money n PocKErr money 

'spend,thrift A, thrift/ n one who spends carelessly or wastefully - 

spendthrift adj 

spent /spent/ adj la used up; consumed b exhausted of useful compo- 
nents or qualities < ~ grain} ( ^ matches} 2 drained of energy; exhausted 
after his nightlong vigtf} 3 exhausted of spawn or sperm (a ^ 
salmon} [ME. fr pp of spenden to spend] 

sperm /spuhm/ n, pi sperms, cap collectively sperm la the male 
fertiliziog fluid; semen b a male gamete 2 spermaceti, oil, etc from the 
sperm whale [ME. fr MF esperme, fr LL spermat-, sperma, fr Gk, lit , 
s^: akin to Gk speirein to sow - more at sprout] 
sperm* /spuhm-/, spermo-, sperma-, sperml- comb form seed, germ; 
sperm <spennar/reca> <spermic»d!a/> [Gk sperm-, spermo-, fr sperma] 
spermaceti /^puhma'seeti, *'8eti/ n a waxy solid obtained from the oil 
of whales, esp sperm whales, and used in ointments, cosmetics, and 
candles [ME sperma cete, fr ML sperma ceti whale sperm] 
spermary Apuhman/ n an organ in which male gametes are developed 
[NL spermarium, fr Gk sperms] 

Spermat- /spuhmat-/, spermato- comb form sperm- (sper- 
matid) (spermatocyte) [MF, fr LL. fr Ok, fr spermat-, sperma] 
spermatheca /^puhma'theeka/ n a sac for sperm storage in the female 
reproductive tract of many lower animals [NL] - spermatbecal adj 
spermatic /spuh'mattk/ adj relating to, resembling, carrying, or full of 
sperm 

spermatic cord n a cord that suspends the testis within the scrotum 
spermatid Apuhmatid/ n any of the cells that form spermatozoa 
spermatium /spuh'mayti-am, -shi am/ n, pi spermatia Ati-a, -shiV a 
jnonmotiie cell functioning or held to function as a male gamete in some 


lower plants [NL, fr Gk spermation, dim of spermat-, sperma] - 
spennatial /-ty^l, -sh(y)9l/ adj 

spermatocyte /spuh'matasiet/ n a cell giving nse to sperm cells; esp 
a cell of the (next to) last generation preceding the spermatozoon 
spermatogenesis /spuh.mata'jenasis/ n the process of male gamete 
formation including meiotic cell division and transformation of the 4 
resulting spermatids into spermatozoa [NL] - spennatogenic A'jenik/ 
adj, spermatogenetlc /-ja'netik/ adj 

spermatogonium /.spuhmata'gohnyam, -ni-am/ n, pi spermatogonia 
Anya, -ni-a/ a pnmitive male germ cell [NL] - spermatogonial adj 
spermatophore /spuh'mata,faw/ n a capsule, packet, or mass enclosing 
spermatozoa produced by the male and conveyed to the female in the 
insemination of vanous invertebrates (e g the spider) [ISV] 
aper'mato.phyte A.fiet/ n any of a group of higher plants constituting 
those that produce seeds piant [denv of NL spermat- f Gk 
phyton plant - more at piiyt-] - spermatophytic /-'fitik/ adj 
apermatozoid /.spuhmata'zoh id/ n a motile male gamete of a plant, 
usu produced in an anthendium [ISV, fr NL spermatozoa] 

, sperma to'zoon /-'zoh an/ n. pi spermatozoa /-'zoh a/ 1 a motile male 
gamete of an animal, usu with rounded or elongated head and a long 
tail-likc flagellum 2 a spermatozoid [NL] ' spermatozoal adj 
'sperm .ceil n a male gamete or germ cell 
spermi* /spuhmi-/ - see sperm- 

spermicide Apuhmisied/ n sihg that kills sperm - spermicidal /-'siedl/ 
adj 

sperm iogenesis /, spuhmi oh'jenasis/ n 1 transformation of a sperma- 
tid into a spermatozoon 2 spermatogenesis [NL, fr spermium spermato- 
zoon + -o t L genesis] 
spermo- - see spehm- 

'sperm .oil n a pale yellow oil obtained from the sperm whale 
'sperm .whale n a large toothed whale that has a vast blunt head in the 
front part of which is a cavity containing a fluid mixture of spermaceti 
and oil [short for spermaceti whale] 

'spew /spyooh/ vi 1 to vomit 2 to come forth in a fltxxi or gush vt 
to propel or eject with violence or in great quantity (a volcano ing ash 
and lava} [ME spewen, fr OE spiwan, akin to OHG spiwan to spit, L 
spuere, Gk ptyein] - spewer n 

*spew n I vonut 2 material that gushes or is ejected from a source 
sphagnum Afagnam, 'spagnam/ n any of a laiige genus of atypical 
mosses that grow only in wet acid areas (e g bogs) where their remains 
become compacted with other plant debns to form peat [NL. genus name, 
* fr L sphagnos, a moss, fr Gk] 

sphalerite Asfabnet/ n zinc sulphide occumng as a mineral [G 
sphalent, fr Gk sphaleros deceitful, f^r sphaJletn to cause to fall - more at 
spill, fr Its often being mistaken for galena] 
sphenodon Afecnadon, 'sfena-/ n the tuatara [NL, denv of Gk sphen 
wedge -V odon tooth - more at tooth] - spbenodont Adont/ adj 
sphenoid /'sfenoyd/ n or adj (a bone at the base of the skull) shaped like 
a wedge [adj NL sphenoides, fr Gk sphenoeid^ wedge-shaped, fr sphen 
wedge, n fr adj] - sphenoidal adj 

spher- /sflar-, sfer-/, sphero* also sphaer-, sphacro- comb form sphere 
<sphcru/e> <spherome/er> [L sphaer-, fr Gk sphair-, sphairo-, fr sphaira 
sphere] 

'sphere /sfia/ n la (a globe depicting) the apparent surface of the heavens 
of which half forms the dome of the visible sky b any of the revolving 
sphencal transparent shells in which, according to ancient astronomy, the 
celestial bodies are set 2a a globular body; a ball b a planet, star c (a 
space or solid enclosed by) a surface, all points of which are equidistant 
from the centre 3 natural or proper place; esp social position or class 4 
a field of action, existence, or influence [ME spen globe, celestial sphere, 
fr MF espere, fr L sphaera, fr Gk sphaira, lit . ball] - spheral adj, spheric 
/sfenk/ adj, sphericity /sfi'risati/ n 
^sphero vt 1 to place or enclose in a sphere 2 lo form into a sphere 
ophericai /'sfenkl/ adj 1 having the form of (a segment oO a sphere 2 
relating to or dealing with (the properties oO a sphere - spherically 
adv 

spherical aberration n aberration that is caused by the sphencal form 
of a lens or mirror and that gives different foci for central and marginal 
rays 

spherical angle n the angle between 2 intersecting arcs of great circles 
of a sphere 

spherical coordinate n any of 3 coordinates that are used to locate 
a point in space and that compnse 1 length and 2 angles 
spheroid Afiaroyd/ n a figure resembling a sphere - spheroidal 
A'roydl/ adj, spberoidally adv 
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spherometer /.sfid'rofnio/ n an instrument for measunng the curva- 
ture of a surface [ISV] 

spherule /'sri3r(y)oohl, 'sfe-/ n a little sphere or sphencal body [LL 
sphaerula, dim of L sphaera] 

spherulite Afi3r(y)oo.liet, 'sfe-/ n a sphencal bsxly of radiating crystal 
fibres found in some volcanic rocks - spherulitic /-'lilik/ adj 
sphincter /'sfingkta/ n a muscular ring, surrounding and able to 
contract or close a bodily opening - ^ digfstion (IX. fr Gk sphinkter, 
lit , band, fr sphmgem to bind tight] - sphincteral adj 
sphingid Afinjid/ n a hawkmoth [denv of Gk sphing-, sphinx 
sphinx] 

sphinx /sfinks/ n, pi sphinxes, sphinges /-jee// la cap a female monster 
in Greek mythology, with a lion's body and a human head, that killed 
those who failed to answer it b an enigmatic oi mystcnous person 2 an 
ancient Egyptian image in the form of a recumbent lion, usu with a human 
head 3 a hawkmoth [I., fr Gk, akin to Gk sphinkter sphincter] 
sphygmomanometer /.sfigmarna'nomita/ n an msirument for 
measuring (artenal) blood pressure [Gk sphygmos pulse » ISV manom- 
eter, akin to Gk asphyxia stopping of the pulse - more at asphyxia] - 
sphygmomanometry /-ma'nomatn/ n, sphygmomanometric /-.mana - 
'metnk/ adj, sphygmomanometrically adv 
spic, spick /spik/ n. NAm a spik 

spice /'spicka/ n, pi spicae /-.see/, spicas a bandage applied in successive 
crossing loops to immobilize a limb, esp at a joint [L, spike of gram 
more at ’spikf] 

spicate /'spiekayt/ adj pointed, spiked ^ inflorescence'} [L spicatus, 
pp of spicare to arrange in the shai>e of heads of grain, fr spica] 
spiccato /spi'kahtoh/ n or adj, pi spiccatos (a technique, performance, 
or passage) played uViiVj 'h<* bow so that it rebounds from the stnng - used 
in music [It, pp of spiccare to detach, pick ofT] 

'spice /spies/ n la any ol vanous aromatic vegetable products (eg 
pepper, ginger, or nutmeg) used to season or flavour foods b such 
products collectively 2 sthg that adds zest or relish (^vanety's the very - 
of life - William Cowper) 3 a pungent or aromatic smell [ME, fr OE 
espice, fr LL sfyecies spices, fr L, species] 

'spice v7 1 to season with spice 2 to add zc*st or relish to icynicism -^d 
vsith wit)} 

'Spice, bush /-.boosh/ n an aromatic N American shrub of the laurel 
family 

spicery /’spies(a)n/ n spices 

spick-and-span, spic-and-span /.spik and 'span/ adj spotlessly clean 
and tidy, spruce [short for spick-and~span-new, fr obs E spick (spike) 

E and ♦ span-new (brand-new, fr ME, part trans of ON spannyr, fr spann 
chip of wwxj nyr new)] 

spicule /'spikyoohl, 'spie-/ n 1 a minute slender pointed usu hard body, 
esp any of the minute bodies composed of calcium carbonate or silica that 
together support the tissue of vanous invertebrates (e g a sponge) 2 a jet 
of relatively cool gas rising through the lower atmosphere of the sun [NL 
& L, NL spicuJa, fr ML, arrowhead, alter of L spiculum, dim of spica 
spike of gram] - spiculate /-bt. -layt/ adj, spiculiferous /-'lifaras/ adf 
spicy /’spicsi/ adj 1 lively, spirited <a - temper'} 2 piquant, zestful 3 
somewhat scandalous, usque gossipy ['spkl ♦ '-y] - spicily adv, 
spiciness n 

spider Apieda/ n any of an order of arachnids having a body with 2 main 
divisions, 4 pairs of walking legs, and 2 or more pairs of abdominal 
spinnerets for spinning threads of silk used for cocoons, nests, or webs 
[ME, alter of spithre, akin to OE spinnan to spin] 
spider crab n any of numerous crabs with extremely long legs and nearly 
triangular bodies 
spider mite n rfdsfidfr 

spider monkey n any of a genus of New World monkeys with long 
slender limbs, a rudimentary or absent thumb, and a very long prehensile 
tail 

spider's web n the (geometncally patterned) silken web spun by most 
spiders and used as a resting place and a trap for small prey 
'spiderweb /-.web/ n, NAm spider’s wfb 
'spider, wort /-.wuht/ n tradescantia 

spidery /'spied(a)n/ adj Is resembling a spider in form or manner, specif 
long, thin, and sharply angular like the legs of a spider b resembling a 
spider's web; esp composed of fine threads or lines in a weblike arrange- 
ment handwritingy 2 infested with spiders 
spiegeleisen Ahpeeg3,liez(a)n, 'spee-/ n pig iron containing IS to 30 
per cent manganese [G. fr spiegel mirror ^ eisen iron] 

'spiel /s(h)peel/ vb, chiefly NAm vi to talk volubly or extravagantly ^ vt 


to utter or express volubly or extravagantly - usu ^ off USE infml (G 
spielen to play, fr OHG spildn-, akin to OE spilian to revel] - spieler n 
'spiel n, chiefly NAm a voluble talk designed to influence or persuade; 
patter - infml 

spiffing /'spifing/ adj, flr extremely good, excellent (^auntie is a ^ cooky 
- not now in vogue [E dial spi/T (dandified)] 

spifflicate /'spliflikayt/ vt. Br to defeat or destroy utterly; flatten - 
humor [ongin unknown] 

spigot /'spigat/ n 1 a small plug used to stop up the vent of a cask 2 
the part of a tap, esp on a barrel, which controls the flow 3 a plain end 
of a piece of piping or guttenng that fils into an adjoining piece [ME, prob 
denv of L spica spike of gram] 

spik, spic /spik/ n, NAm a Spanish-speaking (Latin) Amencan - derog 
[alter of spig, short for spigotty, prob fr the broken E utterance nospeaka 
de English (i don't speak English'), supposed to be much used by Spanish 
Amencans] 

'spike /spiek/ n 1 a very large nail 2a any of a row of pointed iron pieces 
(e g on the top of a wall or fence) b(l) any of several metal projections 
set in the sole and heel of a shoe to improve traction (2) pi a pair of 
(athletics) shoes having spikes attached 3 the act or an instance of spiking 
in volleyball 4a a pointed clement in a graph or tracing b an unusually 
high and sharply defined maximum (e g of amplitude in a wave train) 
[ME, prob fr MD, akin to L spina thorn - more at spine] 

'spike vt 1 to fasten or provide with spikes < the soles of climbing bootsy 

2 to disable (a muzzle-loading cannon) by dnving a spike into the vent 

3 to pierce with or impale on a spike, specif to reject (newspaper copy), 
orig by impaling on a spike 4 to add spints to (a nonalcoholic dnnk) 5 
to dnvc (a volleyball) sharply downwards into an opponent's court 6 
chiefly NAm to suppress or thwart completely < ^ d r/ie rumoury ~ spiker 
n - spike someone’s guns to frustrate sby's opposition, foil an oppo- 
nent 

'spike n 1 an car of gram 2 an clongat^ plant inflorescence with the 
flowers sialkless on a single mam axis plant [ME spik head of 
gram, fr L spica, akin to L spina thorn] 

spiked adj 1 having an inflorescence that is a spike 2 having a sharp 
projecting point 

spikelet /'spiekht/ n a small or secondary spike, specif any of the small 
spikes that make up the compound inflorescence of a grass or sedge 
spikenard /'spieknahd/ n (an E Indian aromatic plant of the valenan 
family believed to have given nse to) a fragrant ointment of the ancients 
[ME, fr MF or ML, MF spicanarde, fr ML spica nardi, lit , spike of 
nard] 

spiky Apieki/ adj 1 having a sharp projecting point or points 2 caustic, 
aggressive a ^ retorty 

'spile /spiel/ r 1 spicjoT 1 2 NAm a spout inserted m a tree to draw off 
sap [prob fr D spijl stake, akin to L spina thorn - more at spine] 
'spile vt to supply with a spile 

'spill /spii/ sb spilt /spilt/, NAm chiefly spilled vt 1 to cause (blood) to 
be shed 2a to cause or allow to fall or flow out so as to be lost or wasted, 
esp accidentally b to empty, discharge (tram spilt its occupants onto the 
platformy 3 to empty (a sail) of wind 4 to throw ofT or out (his horse 
spilt himy 5 to let out, divulge < ^ a secrety - infml - vi la to fail or 
flow out or over and become wasted, scattered, or lost b to cause or allow 
sthg to spill 2 to spread profusely or beyond limits (crowds spilt into the 
streetsy [ME spillen, fr OE spillan to kill, destroy, squander; akin to 
OHG spaltan to split, L spoha spoils, Gk sphallein to cause to fall] - 
spillable adj. spiller n - spill the beans to divulge information indiscreetly 
- infml 

'spill n 1 a fall from a horse or vehicle 2 a quantity spilt 
'spill n a thin twist of paper or sliver of wood used esp for lighting a fire 
[ME spille] 

spillikin Apilikm/ n 1 any of the pieces used m spillikins 2 pi but sing 
in constr a game m which a set of thin rods or straws is allowed to fall 
in a heap with each player m turn trying to remove them 1 at a time 
without disturbing the rest [prob alter of obs D speJIeken small peg] 
spillway /spilway/ n a passage for surplus water from a dam 
'spin /spin/ vb -nn-; spun /spun/ vi 1 to draw out and twist fibre uito yam 
or thread 2 esp of a spider or insect to form a thread by forcing out a 
sticky rapidly hardening fluid 3a to revolve rapidly; whirl b to have the 
sensation of spinning, reel (my head is ^ nmg) 4 to move swiflly, esp on 
wheels or m a vehicle 5 to fish with a spinning lure 6 of an aircrafi to 
fall in a spin ^ vt la to draw out and twist into yams or threads b to 
produce (yam or thread) by drawing out and twisting a fibrous matenal 
2 to form (e g a web or cocoon) by spinning 3 to compose and tell (a usu 
involved or fictitious story) (is always ^ ning yamsy 4 to cause to revolve 
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rapidly a top)>\ Also to cause (a cncket ball) to revolve in the manner 
charactenstic of spin bowling 5 to shape into threadlike form in manufac- 
ture, also to manufacture by a whirling process [ME spinncn, fr 0£ 
spinnan, akin to OHG spmnan to spin, L spontc voluntarily, Gk span to 
draw - more at span] 

’spin n la the act or an instance of spinning sthg b the whirling motion 
imparted (e g to a cncket bail) by spinning c a short excursion, esp in or 
on a motor vehicle 2 an aerial manoeuvre or (light condition consisting 
of a combination of roll and yaw with the longitudinal axis of the aircraft 
inclined steeply downwards and its wings m a state of (partial) stall 3 the 
property of an elementary particle that corresponds to intnnsic angular 
momentum, that can be thought of as rotation of the particle about its 
axis, and that is mainly responsible for magnetic properties 4 a state of 
mental confusion, a panic <jn a - infml - spinleas adj 
apina bifida Aspiena ’bifida/ n a congenital condition in which there is 
a defect in the formation of the spine allowing the meninges to protrude 
and usu associated with disorder of the nerves supplying the lower part 
of the body [NL, bifid spinal column] 

spinach Apmij, -mch/ n (the leaves, eaten as food, oO a plant of the 
goosefoot family cultivated for its edible leaves [MF espmache, espinage, 
fr OSp esptnaca, fr Ar isfanakh, fr Per] 

Spinach beat n a beet that lacks a fleshy root and is grown solely for 
Its leaves that resemble spinach in flavour, also the leaves of spinach beet 
eaten as a vegeuble 

spinal Apienal/ adj 1 of or situated near the backbone 2 of or affecting 
the spinal cord reflexes') 3 of or resembling a spine - spinally 
adv 

spinal canal n a canal that contains the spinal cord 
spinal column n the skeleton running the length of the trunk and tail 
of a vertebrate that consists of a jointed senes of vertebrae and protects 
the spinal cord 

spinal cord n the cord of nervous tissue that extends from the brain 
lengthways along the back in the spinal canal, carnes impulses to and 
from the brain, and serves as a centre for initiating and coordinating many 
reflex actions nervi-. 

spinal nerve n any of the paired nerves that anse from the spinal cord, 
supply muscles of the trunk and limbs, and normally form 31 pairs in 
human beings 

spin bowling n usu slower bowling in cncket in which the ball is made 
to spin by the bowler and so deviate from a straight line as it bounces 
'spindle Apindl/ n la a round stick with tapered ends used to form and 
twist the yam in hand spinning b the long slender pm by which the thread 
IS twisted in a spinning wheel c any of various rods or pins holding a 
bobbin in a textile machine (e g a spinning frame) d the pin m a loom 
shuttle e the bar or shaft, usu of square section, that carnes the knobs 
and actuates the latch or bolt of a lock 2 a spmdle-shaped figure seen in 
microscopic sections of dividing cells along which the chromosomes are 
distributed 3a a turned often decorative piece (e g in a baluster) b a newel 
c a pm or axis about which sthg turns [ME spindel, fr OE spinel; akin 
to OE spmnan to spin] 

’spindle w spiodliiig Apindling/ to grow into or have a long slender stalk 

- fpindlcr n 

’spindle .tree n any of a genus of often evergreen shrubs, small trees, or 
climbing plants typically having red fruits and a hard wood formerly used 
for spindle making 

spindly Apindli/ adj havmg an unnaturally tall or slender appearance, 
esp suggestive of physical weakness legs) 

spindrift /spindnll/ n sea spray [alter, of Sc speendnfi, fr speen to drive 
before a strong wind + E diiff] 

.spin-'dry vt to remove water from (wet laundry) by placing in a rapidly 
rotating drum - spin-drier n 

spine /spien/ i? la spinal column Cl’’ anatomy b sthg like a spinal 
column or constitutmg a central axis or chief support c the back of a 
book, usu lettered with the title and author's name 2 a stiff pointed plant 
part; esp one that is a modified leaf or leaf part 3 a sharp rigid part of 
an animal or fish; aho a pointed prominence on a bone [ME, thorn, spinal 
column, fr L spina; akin to Latvian spina twig] - spined adj 
'spine-, chilling adj cauamg fear or terror - •pine^hiller n 
spinel /spi'nel/ n any of a group of hard minerals that have a similar 
crystal structure and are oxides of 2 metals; esp a colourless to ruby-red 
or black oxide of magnesium and aluminium used as a gem [It spinella, 
dim. of spina thorn, fr L] 

spineless /spienlis/ adj 1 free from spines, thorns, or prickles 2a 
having no spinal column; invertebrate b lacking strength of character - 

a Hinelcasly adv, apMesascss n 


spinet /'spinit, spi'net/ n a small harpsichord having the stnngs at an 
angle to the keyboard [It spinetta, prob fr Giovanni Spinetti fl 1 503. its 
reputed inventor) 

spinif ex /'spiemfeks/ n any of several Australian grasses with spiny seeds 
or stiff sharp leaves [NL. genus name, fr L spina ^ facere to make - more 
at 'no] 

spinnaker Apinaka/ n a large tnaiigular sat) set forward of a yacht’s 
mast on a long light pole and used when running before the wind [ongin 
unknown] 

spinner Apins/ n 1 a fisherman’s lure consisting of a spoon, blade, or 
set of wings that revolves when drawn through the water 2 a conical 
fainng attached to an aircraft propeller hub and revolving with it 3 (a 
delivery bowled by) a bowler of spin bowling ('spin i ^-er] 
spinneret /.spins’ret/ n 1 an organ, esp of a spider or caterpillar, for 
producing threads of silk from the secretion of silk glands 2 also 
spinnerette a small metal plate, thimble, or cap with fine holes through 
which a chemical solution (e g of cellulose) is forced in the spinning of 
man-made filaments 

spinney Aspini/ n. Br a small wood with undergrowth [MF espmaye 
thorny thicket, fr espinc thorn, fr L spma] 

‘spinning .frame Apming/ n a machine that draws, twists, and winds 
yam 

.spinning 'jenny /'jem/ n an early mulriple-spindle machine for spin- 
ning wool or cotton [Jenny, nickname for Jane] 

‘spinning .wheel n a small domestic machine for spinning yarn or 
thread by means of a spindle dnven by a hand- or fwl -operated wheel 
'spin-, off n a by-product (household pnKlucts that urc -s of space 
research), also sthg which is a further development of some idea or 
product (a ^ from a successful TV senes} 
spinose /’spienohs, -nohz/ adj sfin^ 1 <a fly with black ^ legs) 
spinosely adv, spinosity /-'nosati/ n 

spinous Apiends/ adj 1 difficult or unpleasant to handle or meet 2 
SPINY 1, 3 <— appendages) (a ^ larval 

Spin out vt I to cause to last longer, esp by thrift (spinning out their 
meagre rations) 2 to extend, prolong (spin out a repair job) 3 to dismiss 
(a batsman in cncket) by spin bowling 

spinster /'spinsta/ n 1 an unmarried woman 2 a woman who is past the 
usual age for marrying or who seems unlikely to marry [ME spmnestere 
woman engaged in spinning, fr spinncn to spin ^ -dWere -sier] - spinster- 
hood n, spinsterish adj 

spinthariscope /spin'thanskohp/ n an instrument that consists of a 
fluorescent screen and a magnifying lens system for visual detection of 
alpha particles [Gk spmthans spark + E -scope] 
spinule Apienyoohl/ n a minute spine [L spinula, dim of spina thorn 
- more at spi nf] - spinulosc /-yoolohs/ adj 

spiny /’spieni/ adj 1 covered or armed with spines, broadly bearing 
spines, pnckles, or thorns 2 full of difficulties or annoyances, thorny < - 
problems) 3 slender and pointed like a spine - splniness n 
spiny anteater n the echidna 

Spiny lobster n any of several edible crustaceans distinguished from the 
true lobster by the simple unenlarged first pair of legs and the spiny 
carapace 

spir-, spiri-, spiro- comb form coil, twist (spiru/a) (spiroc/iaete) [LL 
sp/r-, fr L spira - more at 'spire] 

spiracle /’spicrakl, 'spirokl/ n a breathin^nfice (e g the blowhole of a 
whale or a tracheal opening in an insect) anatomy [L spiracu7ii/n. 
fr spirare to breathe - more at spirit] - spiracnlar /-'rakyoob/ adj 
spiraea /spie’n^/ n any of a genus of herbaceous plants or shrubs of the 
rose family that have small white or pink flowers in den.se clusters and 
are commonly grown in gardens [NL, genus name, fr L, a plant, fr Gk 
speiraia, prob fr speira ^spire] 

'spiral Apieoral/ adj la winding round a centre or pole and gradually 
approaching or receding from it (the ^ curve of $ watch spnng) b helical 
2 of the advancement to higher levels through a senes of cyclical 
movements <a - theory of social development) [ML spiralis, fr L spira 
coil] - spirally adv 

’spiral n ta the path of a point in a plane moving round a central point 
while continuously receding from or approaching it b a 3-dimensionai 
curve (e g « helix) with 1 or more turns about an axis 2 a single turn or 
coil in a spiral object 3a sthg with a spiral form b a spiral flight 4 a 
continuously expanding and accelerating increase or decrease 
(wage '^s) 

*spiral vb -II- {NAm -I-, -1I-) vi to go, esp to n.sc, in a spiral course (prices 
^ led) vr to cause to take a spiral form or course 
spiral binding n a book or notebook binding in which a continuous 
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spiral wire or plastic strip is passed through holes along 1 edge 

spiral-bound adj 

spiral galaxy n a galaxy with a nucleus from which extend usu 2 spiral 
arms 

spiral nebula n spirai gai axy 

spirant Apie-arant/ n a fricative (ISV, fr L spirant-, spirans, prp of 
spirare to breathe - more at simrii] - spirant adj 
'spire /spie d/ n 1 a slender tapering blade or stalk (e g of grass) 2 the 
upper tapenng part of sthg (c g a tree or antler) 3 a tall tapenng roof or 
other construction on top of a tower - compare sit FPt f (ME, fr OE sp/r, 
akin to MD spier blade of grass, L spina thorn - more at spiNt ] - spired 
adj, spiry adj 

'spire VI to taper up to a point like a spire 

'spire n 1 a spiral, coil 2 the inner or upper part ofa spiral gastrop<xl shell 
[L spira coil, fr Gk speira, akin to Gk spartan rope, esparto, Lith spnngti 
to choke 111 swallowing] - spired adj 
^spire VI to spiral 
spiri- - see spir- 

spirillum /spi'ribm/ n, pi spirilla /-b/ any of a genus of long curved 
bactena, broadly a spirochacle or other spiral filamentous bacterium 
[NL, genus name, fr dim of L spira coil] 

'spirit /'spirit/ n 1 an animating or vital principle of living organisms 2 
a supernatural being or essence e g a cap m >1 y spiri i b soi'i. 2 c a being 
that has no body but can become visible, s/kvi/'c.nosi 2 d a malevolent 
being that enters and possesses a human being 3 temper c^r state of mind 
- often pi with sing meaning <m high -^s> 4 the immaterial intelligent 
or conscious part of a person 5 the attitude or intention characteri/ing 
or influencing sthg <' undertaken in a ^ of fun'^ 6 liveliness, energy, also 
courage 7 devotion, loyalty <ft*a/n > 8 a person of a specified kind or 
character she’s ^uch a kind ■ ^ 9a distilled liquor of high alcoholic 
content - usu pi with sing meaning <a glass of ^s> b any of various 
volatile liquids obtained by distillation or cracking (c g of petroleum, 
shale, or wotxl) - often pi with sing meaning c aicohih 1 10a 
prevailing characteristic of the age} b the true meaning of sthg (c g 
a rule or instruction) in contrast to its verbal expression 11 an alcoholic 
solution of a volatile substance of camphor} (ME, fr OF or E, O*’. 
fr L spintus, lit . breath, akin to L spirare to blow, breathe, ON Hsa to 
break wind] - spiritless adj - in spirits in a cheerful or lively frame of mind 
out of spirits in a gloomy or depressed frame of mind 
'spirit vt to carry off, esp secretly or mystenoiisly - usu i dHav or off ( was 
^ed away to a mountain hideout} 

'spirited adi 1 full of energy, animation, or courage <d ^ discussion's 2 
having a specified frame of mind - often in combination \/oi»'-spirited> 
spiritedly ads, spiritedness ii 

spiritism /'spin.tizfalm/ n spirituai ism 2 - spiritist n, spiritistic 
/-'tistik/ adj 

'Spirit .level n a level that uses the position of a bubble m a cur^c*d 
transparent tube of liquid to indicate whether a surface is level - ^ 
BttlDING 

,spirit of 'hartshorn /'hahis.hawn/, spirits of hartshorn n a solution 
of ammonia in water 
spiritous /'spmtas/ adj spirituous 

spirit rapping n communication by raps (c g on a table) held to be made 
by the spints of the dead 

'spiritual Apmchooal/ adj 1 (consisting) of spint, incorporeal (.man’s - 
needs} 2i of sacred matters b ecclesiastical rather than lay or temporal 
3 concerned with religious values 4 based on or related through sympathy 
of thought or feeling 5 ofsupematural beings or phenomena (ME. frMF 
& LL, MF spmtuel, fr LL spintualis, fr L, of breathing, ot wind, fr 
spintus] - spiritualize vt, spiritually adv, spiritualness n 
'spiritual n a usu emotional religious song of a kind developed esp among 
Negroes m the southern USA 

spiritualism /'spinchoo3,liz(a)m/ n 1 the doctnne that spint is the 
ultimate reality 2 a belief that spirits of the dead communicate with the 
’ living, esp through a medium or at a seance ~ spiritualist n, alien cap, 
spiritualistic /-'listik/ adj 

spirituality /.spinchoo'abti/ n 1 sensitivity or attachment to religious 
values 2 a practice of personal devotion and prayer (ME spintualte, fr 
MF spintualU, fr ML spiritualitat-, spiritualitas, fr LL spintualis spiri- 
tual] 

spiritual /'spinchoo,el/ adj having or marked by a refined and esp witty 
nature [F. lit., spiritual] 

spirituous Apmehooas/ adj containing or impregnated with alcohol 
obtained by distillation liquors} (prob fr F spintueux, fr L spintus 
spirit] 


spiro- - see spir- 

spirochaete, NAm chiefly spirochete /'spiearohkeet/ n any of an order 
of slender spirally undulating bactena including those causing syphilis 
and relapsing fever (NL Spirochaeta, genus of bacteria, fr L spira coil + 
Gk chaite long hair - more at 'spirf] - spirochaetal adj 
spirograph /'spie ara,grahf, -,graf/ n an instrument for recording respir- 
atory movements (ISV] - spirographic /-'grafik/ adj, spirography 
/spic a'rografi/ n 

spirogyra /.spie-ara'jie-pra/ n any of a genus of freshwater green algae 
whose cells contain spiral chlorophyll hands (NL, genus name, fr Gk 
speira coil f gyros ring, circle - more at 'spirf, f'owra] 
spirometer /spiea’romita/ n an instrument for measunn'g the air 
entering and leaving the lungs (ISV] - spirometry n, spirometric 
/-ra'metrik/ adj 

spirt /spuht/ vb or n 'spurt 

'spit /spit/ 71 1 a slender pointed rod for holding meal over a source of 
heat (e g an open fire) 2 a small point of land, esp of sand or gravel, 
running into a nver mouth, bay, etc - ..Z* gfxxjRapmv (ME, fr OE spitu, 
akin to L spina thorn, spine] 

'spit vt -tt- to fix (as lO on a spit, impale 

'spit vb -tt-; spat /spat/, spit vt 1 to eject (e g saliva) from the mouth 2a 
to express (hostile or malicious feelings) (as lO by spitting <$pat his 
contempt} b to utter vehemently or with a spitting sound /spat out his 
words} 3 to emit as if by spitting (the guns spat fire} vi la to eject 
saliva from the mouth (as an expression of aversion or contempt) b to 
exhibit contempt 2 to ram or snow slightly or m flumes 3 to sputter (ME 
spitten, fr OF spittan, of imit origin] - spit it out to utter promptly what 
IS in the mind 

*spitn la(l) spittle, saliva (2) the act or an instance of spitting b a frothy 
secretion exuded by some insects 2 perfect likeness - often in spit and 
image (he’s the very ^ and image of his father} 

,spit and polish n extreme attention to cleanliness, orderliness, and 
ceremonial (fr the practice of cleaning objects such as shoes by spitting 
on them before polishing them] 

'spite /spiel/ n petty ill will or malice (ME, short for despite] - spiteful 
adj, spitefully ad\ - in spite of in defiance or contempt of (sorry in spite 
of himself} 

'spite vt to treat vindictively or annoy out of spite 
spitfire /'spit.fieo/ n a quick-tempered or volatile person 
spitting cobra /'spiting/ n either of 2 venomous Afncan snakes that 
eject their venom towards the victim without stnking 
spitting image n *sriT 2 (alter of spit and image] 
spittle spill ^ n 1 saliva (ejected from the mouth) 2 ‘spi r lb [MEspetil, 
fr OE sptet' akin to OE spittan] 

'spittle,bug /-,bug/ n a froghopper 

spittoon /spi'toohn/ n a receptacle for spit [*spit + -oon (as in bal- 
loon)] 

spiv /spiv/ n, hr a slick individual who lives by sharp practice or petty 
fraud, specif a black marketeer operating esp after WW II (alter of E 
dial spiff (flashy dresser), fr spiff (dandified)] - spivvery n 
splanchnic /'splangknik/ adj of the viscera (NL splanchnicus, fr Gk 
splanchnikos, fr splanchna, pi, viscera, akin to Gk splen spleen) 
'splash /spi;ish/ 1 / la to stnke and move about a liquid /--ed about in 
the hath} b to move through or into a liquid and cause it to spatter 
through a puddle} 2a(l) to become spattered about (2) to spread or 
scatter III the manner of splashed liquid (sunlight -^edover the lawn} b 
to flow, fall, or stnke with a splashing sound (a brook ^ mg over rocks} 
3 chiefly Br to spend money liberally, splurge - usu v out <~ed out on 
a bottle of champagne} ^ vt la to dash a liquid or semiliquid substance 
on or against b to soil or stain with splashed liquid; spatter c to display 
very conspicuously <^the affair was ^ed all over the local papers - 
Woman's Journal} 2a to cause (a liquid or semiliquid substance) to 
spatter about, esp with force b to spread or scatter in the manner of a 
splashed liquid (sunset - ed its colours across the sky} (alter of plash] 
- splasher n 

'splash n la a spot or daub (as lO from splashed liquid (a mud ^ on the 
wing} b a usu vivid patch of colour or of sthg coloured <^es of yellow 
tulips} 2a (the sound oO splashing b a short plunge 3 (a vivid impression 
created esp by) an ostentatious display 4 a small amount, esp of a mixer 
added to an alcoholic dnnk; a dash - splashy n 
'splash, back /-,bak/ n a panel or screen (e g behind a sink or cooker) 
to protect the wall from splashes 

'splash, dovirn /-.down/ n the landing of a spacecraft in the ocean - 
splash down vi 
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•plat /splat/ tt a single flat often ornamental piece of wood forming the 
centre of a chair back [obs spht (to spread flat), fr ME splatten] 
•plattar Aplata/ vt to spatter ^ vi to scatter or fall (as iQ m heavy drops 
<niin ed a^nst the windscreen} [prob blend of splash and spatter] - 

splatter n 

^•play /splay/ vt 1 to spread out 2 to make (e g the edges of an opening) 
slantmg ^ w 1 to become splayed 2 to slope, slant [ME splayen, short 
for displayen - more at display] 

*splay ady turned outwards Jenees} 

'•play, foot /-.foot/ n a foot abnormally flattened and spread out - 
splayfoot, splayfooted /-'footid/ adj 

•plaan /spleen/ n 1 a highly vascular ductless organ near the stomach 
or intestine of most vertebrates that is concerned with final destruction 
of blood cells, storage of blood, and production of lymphocytes 2 bad 
temper; spite 3 archaic melancholy [ME splen, fr MF or L, MF esplen, 
fr L splen, fr Gk splen, akin to L hen spleen] - spleeny adj, spleenful 
ad) 

'aplaan.wort /-.wuht/ n any of a genus of ferns having spore clusters 
borne obliquely on the upper side of a leaf vein [fr the belief in ns power 
to cure disorders of the spleen] 

•plan-, spleao- comb form spleen <splenecfom>'> <spleno/negayy> [L. fr 
Gk splen-, spleno-, fr splm] 

aplandent Aplendant/ adj shining, glossy [ME. fr LL splendent-, 
splendens, fr L. prp of splendere] 

aplendid Aplendid/ adj la shining, bnliianr b magnificent, sumptuous 
2 illustrious, distinguished 3 of the best or most enjoyable kind; excellent 
<a picnic} [L splendidus, fr splendere to shine, akin to Gk spl^os 
ashes, Skt sphuJinga spark] - splendidly adv, splendidness n 
aplandiferoua /splen'dif(a)rds/ adj splendid - infml </»5 eruption of 
eloquence - TIS} [splendour -t- -/- + -ferous] - splendiferously adv, 
spleadiferonsness n 

•plandour, NAm chiefly splendor Aplenda/ n la great bnghtness or 
lustre; brilliance b grandeur, pomp 2 sthg splendid [ME splendure, fr 
AF splendur, fr L splendor, fr splendere] - splendorous, splendrous 
adj 

•plenactomy /spli'nektomi/ n surgical removal of the spleen [ISV] - 
splenectomized /-miezd/ adj 

•planatic /spli'netik/ adj 1 bad tempered, spiteful 2 archaic given to 
melancholy [LL spleneucus, fr L splen spleen] - splenetic n, splenetkally 
adv 

aplanic /spleemk, 'splenik/ adj of or located in the spleen blood 
flow} [L splenicus, fr Gk splmikos, fr splen spleen] 
apleniua /'spleenyas/ n, pi splenii /-ni,ie/ a flat oblique muscle of each 
side of the back of the neck [NL, fr L splenium plaster, compress, fr Gk 
spldiion, fr splm] 

•plenomegaly /.spleenoh'megali/ n enlargement of the spleen [ISV 
splen- 4 Gk mega!-, megas large - more at much] 

*aplica /spiles/ vt la to join (e g ropes) by interweaving the strands b to 
unite (eg film, magnetic tape, or timber) by overlapping the ends or 
binding with adhesive tape 2 Br to unite in mamage; marry - infml [obs 
D sphsaen; akin to MD splitten to split] - splicer n 
>aplica n a joining or joint made by splicing 

aplina /splien/ n a key. ndge, or groove that prevents a shaft from turning 
freely in a surrounding sleeve [ongin unknown] - spliacd adj 
'splint /splint/ n 1 a thin strip of wood suitable for interweaving (e g into 
baskets) 2 material or a device used to protect and immobilize a body part 
(e g a broken arm) 3 a bony enlargement on the upper part of the cannon 
bone of a horse, usu on the inside of the leg [ME, fr MLG splinte, splente-, 
akm to OHG spaltan to split - more at spill] 

‘splint vt to support and immobilize (as iO with a splint 
splint bona n either of the 2 slender rudimentary bones on either side 
of the cannon bone in the limbs of horses and related animals 
'apllntar Aplinta/ n 1 a sharp thin piece, esp of wood or glass, split or 
broken off lengthways 2 a small group or faction broken away from a 
parent body [ME, fr MD; akin to MLG splinte splint] - splinter adj, 
spUattry adj 

‘aplintar vt 1 to split or rend into long thin pieces; shatter 2 to split into 
fragments, parts, or factions ^ vr to become splmtered 
'split /split/ vb -tt-; split vt 1 to divide, esp lengthways 2a(l) to tear or 
rend apart; burst (2) to subject (an atom or atomic nucleus) to artificial 
disintegration, esp by fission b to affect as if by shattering or teanng apart 
<a roar that ^ the air} 3 to divide into parts or portions: e g a to divide 
between people; share a bottle of wine at dinner} b to divide into 
opposing factions, parties, etc <r/ie bill the opposition} c to break 
down (a chemical compound) into constituenu a fat into glycerol and 


fatty acids}-, also to remove by such separation d NAin to mark (a ballot) 
or cast (a vote) so as to vole for opposed candidates 4 to separate 
(constituent parts) by interposing sthg <-- a/i infinitive} -»vi la to 
become split lengthways or into layers b to break apart; burst 2a to 
become divided up or separated ofr<-^ into factions} b to sever relations 
or connections - often f op up after 6 months' mamage} 3 to share 
sthg (e g loot or profits) with others - often f with, infml 4 to let out a 
secret, act as an informer - often 4 on, slang <o/? the point of ^ ting on 
the gang - Dorothy Sayers) 5 to leave, esp hurnedly, depart - slang [D 
splitten, fr MD; akin to OHG spaltan to spin - more at 'spill] - splitter 
n - split hairs to make oversubtle or trivial distinctions - split one’s sides 
to laugh heartily - split the difference to compromise by taking the 
average of 2 amounts 

‘aplitn 1 a narrow break made (as lO by splitting 2 a piece broken off 
by splitting 3 a division into divergent groups or elements, a breach <a 
in party ranks} 4a splitting b pi but sing in constr the act of lowenng 
oneself to the floor or leaping into the air with legs extended at right angles 
to the trunk 5 a wine bottle holding a quarter of the usual amount, also 
a small bottle of mineral water, tonic water, etc 6 a sweet dish composed 
of sliced fruit, esp a banana, ice cream, syrup, and often nuts and whipped 
cream 

‘aplit adj 1 divided, fractured 2 prepared for use by splitting <- 
bamboo} hides} 

aplit infinitive n an infinitive with a modifier between to and the 
verb 

,aplit-1evel adj divided so that the fl(X)r level in one part is less than a 
full storey higher than an adjoining part (a ^ house} ~ split-level n 
aplit pea n a dried pea in which the cotyledons are usu split apart 
aplit peraonality n a personality composed of 2 or more internally 
consistent groups of behaviour tendencies and attitudes each acting more 
or less independently of the other 

aplit pin n a stnp of metal folded double that can be used as a fastener 
by inserting it through a hole and then bending back the ends 
aplit ring n a metal nng of 2 flat turns on which keys may be kept 
.aplit 'aecond n a fractional part of a second, a flash - split-second 
adj 

aplit ahift n a shift of working hours divided into 2 or more 
widely-separated working periods 

•putting /spilling/ adj causing a piercing sensation <a ^ headache} 
•plodge /sploj/ vt or n, Br (to) splotch - infml [by alter ] - splodgy 
^adj 

•plosh /splosh/ vb or n (to) splash - infml (by alter ] 

'aplotch /sploch/ n a large irregular spot or smear, a blotch [perh blend 
of spot and blotch] - splotchy adj 
‘aplotch vt to mark with a splotch or splotches 
'•plurge /spluhj/ o 1 an ostentatious display or enterpnse 2 an extrava- 
gant spending spree USE infml [perh blend of splash and surge] 
‘aplurge vi 1 to make a splurge 2 to spend money extravagantly - often 
^ on on a slap-up meal} ~ vt to spend extravagantly or ostentatiously 
USE infml 

apliitter /'spluta/ vi 1 to make a noise as if spitting 2 spun lk 2 vf 
to utter hastily and confusedly [prob alter of sputter] - splutter n, 
splutterer n, spluttcry adj 

Spode /spohd/ n fine ceramic ware (e g bone china) made at the works 
estabbshed by Josiah Spode at Stoke [Josiah Spode tl827 E potter] 
•podumene /'spodyoomeen/ n a mineral that is a lithium aluminium 
silicate occurnng as (very large) variously coloured crystals [prob fr F 
spodumene, fr G spodumen, fr Gk spodoumenoa, prp of spodousthai to 
be burnt to ashes, fr spodos ashes] 

'apoil /spoyl/ n la plunder taken from an enemy in war or a victim in 
robbery; loot - often pi with sing, meaning b sthg gained by special effort 
or skill - usu pi with sing, meaning 2 earth and rock excavated or dredged 
[ME spoile, fr MF espoille, fr L spoha, pi of spphum - more at spill] 
‘apoil vb spoilt /spoylt/, spoiled vt la to damage senously; ruin (.heavy 
rain t the crops} b to impair the enjoyment (4; mar (a quarrel ^ t the 
cel^ration} 2a to impair the character of by overindulgence or excessive 
praise (^' an only child} b to treat indulgently; pamper c to cause to be 
unsatisfied with sthg infenor > usu 4 for (the good meals at this hotel 
will us Sor canteen food} v/ 1 to lose good or useful qualities, usu 
as a result of decay (fruit soon ^sin warm weather} 2 to have an eager 
desire /br - esp in spoiling for a fight [ME spoilen, fr MF espoillier, fr 
L spoliate, fr spolium] - spollable adj 
apoilagp Apoylij/ n 1 sthg spoiled or wasted 2 loss by bang spoiled 
•pollar Apoyb/ n 1 a long narrow plate along the upper surface q (jn 
aircraft wing that may be raised for reducing lift and increasing drag 
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FI IGHT 2 an air defleclor at the front or rear of a motor vehicle to reduce 
the tendency to lift off the road at high speeds [^spoii. + ^-pr] 
'spoil.sport A.spawt/ n one who spoils the fun of others - infml 
'spoke /spohk/ past A archaic past part of spfak 
'spoke n 1 any of the small radiating bars inserted in the hub of a wheel 
to support the nm 2 a rung of a ladder [ME, fr OE spaca, akin to MD 
spike spike] 

'spoke vt to provide (as lO with spokes 

spoken Apohkan/ adj la delivered by word of mouth, oral <!a 
request) b used in speaking or conversation, uttered (the word) 2 
charactenzed by speaking in a specified manner ~ in combination 
<.so/l-spoken) (plainspoken) [pp of speak] 

'spoke, shave A.shayv/ n a plane having a blade set between 2 handles 
and used for shaping curved surfaces ps/>oil:e] 

spokesman Apohksman/, fern 'spokes, woman n one who speaks on 
behalf of another or others (prob irreg fr spoke, obs pp of speak] 
'spokesperson /-,puhs(9)n/ n a spokesman or spokeswoman 
spoliate Apohli ayt/ vt to despoil [L spohatus, pp] 
spoliation /,spohli'aysh(3)n/ n la the act of plundenng b the state of 
being plundered, esp in war 2 the act of damaging or injuring, esp 
irreparably [ME, fr L spoliation', spohatio, fr spoliatus, pp of spohare to 
plunder - more at ^poii ] - spoliator n 
spondee /'spondee/ n a metrical fex^t consisting of 2 long or stressed 
syllables (ME sponde, fr MF or L; MF spondee, fr L spondeum, fr Gk 
spondeios, fr spondeios of a libation, fr sponde libation, fr its use in music 
accompanying libations] - spondaic /-'dayik/ adj or n 
spondulicks /spon'dyoohliks/ n pi funds, money - slang, chiefly humor 
(perh fr Gk spondyhkos, adj, fr spondylos species of shell sometimes used 
as currency] 

spondylitis /.spondi'liebs/' n iiiflammalion of the spinal vertebrae [NL. 
fr Gk sphondyhs. spondylos vertebra, lit , whorl, akin to (ik sphadazein 
to jerk, sphendone sling] 

'sponge /spunj, spunzh/ n lad) an clastic porous mass of interlacing 
homy fibres that forms the mlcrnal skeleton of various marine animals 
and IS able when wetted to absorb water (2) a piece of sponge (e g for 
cleaning) (3) a porous rubber or cellulose product used similarly to a 
sponge b any of a phylum of aquatic lower invertebrate animals that are 
essentially double-walled cell colonics and permanently attached as adults 
2 a sponger 3a raised dough (e g for yeast bread) b a sponge cake or sweet 
steamed pudding made from a sponge-cake mixture c a metal (eg 
platinum) in the form of a pi^rous solid composed of fine panicles [ME, 
fr OE, fr L spongia, fr Gk] 

'sponge vt I to cleanse, wipe, or moisten (as lO with a sponge 2 to remove 
or erase by rubbing (as lO with a sponge 3 to obtain by sponging on 
another < ^ the pnee of a pint) 4 to soak up (as lO with or in the manner 
of a sponge ^ vi to obtain esp financial assistance by exploiting natural 
generosity or organized welfare facilities - usu + on 
'sponge ,bag n, Br a small waterproof usu plastic bag for holding toilet 
anicles 

'sponge .cake n a light sweet cake made with (approximately) equal 
quantities of sugar, flour, and eggs but no shortening 
sponger Aspunja/ n one who lives off others, esp by exploiting natural 
generosity [^ponciF + ^-i r] 

.sponge 'rubber n cellular rubber resembling a natural sponge in 
structure 

spongy Aspunji/ adj 1 resembling a sponge, esp in being soft, porous, 
absorbent, or moist 2 of a metal in the form of a sponge - spongi- 
ness n 

* sponson A$puns(a)n/ n 1 a projection from the side of a ship or tank 
enabling a gun to fire forwards 2 a light air-filled structure protrudinc 
from the hull of a seaplane to steady it on water [prob by shortening & 
alter, fr expansion] 

'sponsor Asponsa/ n 1 sby who presents a candidate for baptism or 
confirmation and undertakes responsibility for his/her religious education 
or spiritual welfare 2 sby who assumes responsibility for some other 
person or thing 3 sby who or sthg that pays for a project or activity [LL, 
fr L, guarantor, surety, fr sponsus, pp of spondere to promise - more at 
spouse] - sponsorship n, sponsorial A'sawn ol/ adj 
'sponsor vt to be or stand as sponsor for 

spontaneous /spon'taynyas. -ni as/ adj 1 proceeding from natural 
feeling or innate tendency without external constraint (a expression of 
gratitude) 2 sponging from a sudden impulse (a ^ offer of help) 3 
controlled and directed internally 4 developing without apparent external 
influence, force, cause, or treatment <- recovery from a severe illness) 
5 not contrived or manipulated, natural [LL spontaneus, fr L sponte of 


one's free will, voluntarily ~ more at spin] - spontaneously adv, sponta- 
neousness n, spontaneity /.sponta'naysii/ n 

spontaneous combustion n self-igmtion of combustible matenal 
through chemical action (e g oxidation) of its constituents 

spontaneous generation n abiogenesis 

spontoon /spon'toohn/ n a short pike formerly borne by subordinate 
officers of infantry [F sponton, fr It spuntone, fr punta sharp point, fr 
(assumed) VL puncta - more at poini] 

'spoof /spoohf/ vt 1 to deceive, hoax 2 to make good-natured fun of, 
lampoon USE infml [Spoof, a hoaxing game invented by Arthur Roberts 
11913 E comedian] 

'spoof n 1 a hoax, deception 2 a light, humorous, but usu telling* parody 
USE infml - spoof adj 

'spook /spoohk/ n a ghost, spectre - chiefly infml [D, akin to MLG spok 
ghost] - spookish adj 

'spook vh, chiefly NAm vt to make frightened or frantic, esp to startle into 
violent activity (c g stampeding) < — cd f/»e herd of horses/ vi to become 

fnghtened 

spooky Aspoohki/ adj causing irrational fear, esp becau.se suggestive of 
supernatural presences, eene - chiefly infml ['spook + ‘-y] 

'spool /spoohi/ ri I a cylindneal device on which wire, yam. film, etc is 
wound 2 (the amount oQ matenal wound on a spool 3 chiefly NAm 
'RI LL c [ME spole, fr MF or MD, MF espole, fr MD spoeic, akin to OHG 
spuola spool] 

'spool vt to wind on a spool 

'spoon /spoohn/ n la an eating, cooking, or serving implement consisting 
of a small shallow round or oval bowl with a handle b a spoonful 2 sthg 
curved like the bowl of a spoon (e g a usu metal or shell fishing lure) [ME, 
fr OE spon splinter, chip, akin to OHG span splinter, chip, Gk sphen 
wedge] 

'spoon \t 1 to take up and usu transfer (as lO m a spoon < ^ ed soup into 
hi\ mouth}! to propel (a ball) weakly upwards-^ v; to indulge in caressing 
and amorous talk - not now in vogue [vi fr spoon, n (simpleton, doting 
lover, sweetheart), fr 'spoon] 

‘spoon, bill /-.bil/ n any of several wading birds, that have the bill greatly 
expanded and flattened at the tip 

spoonerism Aspoohnd.nz(d)m/ n a transposition of usu initial sounds 
of 2 or more words (e g in tons of soil for sons of toil) [William Spooner 
tl930 E clergyman & scholar] 

'spoon-, feed vt 1 to feed by means of a spoon 2a to present (eg 
information or entertainment) in an easily assimilable form that precludes 
independent thought or cntical judgment < - political theory to students) 
b to present information to in this manner 
'spoonful /-ft. <11/ n, pi spoonfuls also spoonsful as much as a spoon will 
hold 

'spoor /spooo, spaw/ n a track, a trail, or droppings, esp of a wild animal 
[Afrik, fr MD, akin to OE spor footpnnt, spoor, spuman to kick - more 
at spurn] 

'spoor lb to track (sthg) by a spoor 

spor-, spori-, sporo- comb form seed, spore <sporan^ju/n> (sponcidaf) 
(NL spora] 

sporadic /spd'radik, spaw-/ adj occurnng occasionally or in scattered 
instances [ML sporadicus, fr Gk sporadikos, fr sporaden here and there, 
fr sporad-, sporas scattered, akin to Gk speiretn to sow] - sporadiesUy 
adv 

sporangiophore /sp9'ranji-9,faw/ n a stalk or recepucle beanng spo- 
rangia 

sporangium /spa' ran |i -am/ n, pi sporangia Aji a/ a case or cell within 
which usu asexual spores are produced [NL, fr spor- + Gk angeion vessel 
- more at angi-] - sporangial adj 

apore /spaw/ n a pnmitive usu single-celled hardy reproductive body 
produced by plants, protozoans, bactena, etc and capable of development 
into a new individual either on its own or after fusion with another spore 
[NL spora seed, spore, fr Gk, act of sowing, seed, fr speirein to sow - more 
at sPROirr] - spored adj, sporiferous /spaw'nfaras, spa-/ adj 
sporocyst Aspawrohsist, -ra-/ n a resting cell (e g in slime moulds and 
algae) that may give rise to asexual spores [ISV] - sporocystic / 'sistik/ 
adj 

.sporo'genesis /-'jenasis/ n reproduction by or formation of spores 
[NL] 

tporogenout /spa'rojinas/ adj of, involving, or reproducing by sporo- 
genesis 

sporophyte /'$pawra.riet/ n (a member oQ the generation of a plant 
exhibiting alternation of generations that bears asexual spores [ISV] - 
sporophytic /-Titik/ adj 
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-sporous comb fonn ( - adj) having (such or so many) spores 

<hoinosporous> (NL sptyra spore] - -spory comb form (-* n) 
sporozoan /.spawra'zoh-m/ n any of a large class of sinctly parasitic 
protozoans that have a complicated life cycle usu involving both asexual 
and sexual generations often in different hosts and include important 
pathogens (e g malaria parasites and coccidia) [NL Sporozoa, class name, 
fr spot- + ’Zoa] - sporozoan adj 

sporozoite /.spawra'zoh-iet/ n an infectious form of some sporozoans 
that is a product of sporogony and initiates an asexual cycle in the new 
host [NL Sporozoa + ISV -itc] 

sporran Aporan/ n a pouch of animal skin with the hair or fur on that 
is worn in front of the kilt with traditional Highland dress garment 
[ScGael sporan purse] 

'sport /spawt/ vt 1 to exhibit for all to see; show off <- a new haty 2 
to put forth as a sport or bud vanation 1 to play about happily; frolic 
ilambs ing tn the meadowy 2 to speak or act in jest, tnfle 3 to deviate 
or vary abruptly from type [ME sporten to divert, disport, short for 
disporten, (vt 2 A vi 3) ^sport 5] 

*sport n la a source of diversion or recreation; a pastime b(ll physical 
activity engaged in for recreation (2) a particular activity (e g hunting or 
athletics) so engaged in 2n pleasantry, jest (^only made the remark 
in '^y b mockery, dension 3 sby or sthg manipulated by outside forces 
(was made the ^ of fatey 4 sby who is fair, generous, and esp a good 
loser 5 an individual exhibiting a sudden deviation from type beyond the 
normal limits of individual vanation 6 chiefly NAm a playboy 7 Austr 

- used m informal address, chiefly to men 

sporting Apawtmg/ adj la concerned with, used for, or suitable for 
sport b marked by or calling for sportsmanship c involving such nsk as 
a sports competitor might take or encounter (a ^ chancey d fond of or 
taking part in sports (^ nationsy 2 chiefly NAm of or for sports that 
involve betting or gambling - sportingly adv 

sportive Apawtiv/ adj frolicsome, playful - sportively adv, sportive- 
ness n 

sports '^spawts/, NAm chiefly sport adj of or suitable for sports (^ 
equipmmty; esp styled in a manner suitable for casual or informal wear 
(^ coatsy 

'sports .car n a low fast usu 2-passenger motor car 
'sportsman /-man/, fern 'sportswoman n 1 sby who engages in sports, 
esp blood sports 2 sby who is fair, a good loser, and a gracioas winner 

> sportsmanlike adj 

'sportsmanship /-ship/ n conduct becoming to a sportsman 
sporty Apawti/ adj 1 fond of sport 2a notably loose or dissipated; fast 
(ran around with a very' ^ crowdy b flashy, showy ('^ clothesy 3 
suggestive of or capable of giving good sport <^the car had a very ^ feef) 
USE infml - sportily adv, sportiness n 
sporulation /.spor(y)oo'laysh(a)n/ n the formation of spores; esp div- 
ision into many small spores [ISV, fr NL sporula, dim of spora spore] 

- spomlate /-layt/ vi, sponilative /-btiv/ adj 

'spot /spot/ n 1 a blemish on character or reputation; a stain 2a a small 
usu round area different (e g in colour or texture) from the surrounding 
surface b(l) an area marred or marked (e g by dirt) (2) a small surface 
patch of diseased or decayed tissue (the ^ s that appear in measlesy (^rust 
^sona leafy; also a pimple c a conventionalized design used on playing 
cards to distinguish suits and indicate values 3 a small amount; a bit (had 
a ^ of bother with the cary 4 a particular place or area (a mce for 
a ptenky 5a a particular position (e g in an organization or hierarchy) (a 
^X)d ^ as the director's secretaryy b a place on an entertainment 
programme 6 spotlight la 7 a usu difficult or embarrassing position; 
nx 1 8 chiefly NAm an object having a specified number of spots or a 
specified numeral on its surface [ME; akin to MD spotte stain, speck, ON 
apotti small piece] - on tbe apot 1 in one place; without travelling away 
(^running on the spot) 2 at the place of action; available at the appropn- 
ate place and time 3 in an awkward or embarrassing position (his 
subordinate's mistake put him on the spot) 

^pot -tt- W 1 to sully the character or reputation of; disgrace 2 to mark 
or mar (as if) with spots 3t to single out; identify b to detect, notice (^ 
a mistakey c to watch for and record the sighting of (^ a rare species 
of ducky 4 to locate accurately (^ an enemy positiony 3a to lie at 
intervals in or on b to fix in or as if in the beam of a spotlight ^vi 1 to 
become stained or discoloured in spoto 2 to cause a spot; leave a stain 3 
to act as a spotter; esp to locate targets 4 chiefly Br to fall lightly in 
scattered drops (ft’s ^ting with raw againy - spottaUe adj 
*spot adj la being, originating, or done on the spot or in or for a particular 
spot b available for immediate delivery after sale (^ commodities) c(l) 
paid out imiiiediMely <« cash) (2) involving immediate cash payment 


(a ^ sahy d broadcast between scheduled programmes ( ^ announce- 
mentsy 2 given on the spot or restneted to a few random places or 
instances (a check) ('^ pnzes); also selected at random or as a 
sample 

.apot-'check vb to make a quick or random sampling or investiga- 
tion (oO 

'apotleaa /-lis/ adj 1 free from dirt or stains, immaculate (^^ kitchensy 
2 pure, unblemished (^ reputationy ~ spotlessly adv, spotlessncss n 
''apotlight /-.liet/ n la a projected spot of light used for bnlliant 
illumination of a person or object on a stage b full public attention (he/d 
the political ^ ) 2a a light designed to direct a narrow intense beam on 
a small area b sthg that illuminates bnghtly or elucidates 
^spotlight vt to illuminate (as lO with a spotlight 
.spot- on adj, Br t absolutely correct or accurate 2 exactly nght (a shirt 
that looks — with jeansy USE infml - spot-on adv 
spotted Apotid/ adj 1 marked with spots 2 sullied, tarnished (jnhented 
a name) 

.spotted 'dick /dik/ n. Br a steamed or boiled sweet suet pudding 
containing currants [Dick, nickname for Richard] 
spotter /'spots/ n 1 sby or sthg that makes or applies a spot (c g for 
identification) 2 sby or sthg that keeps watch or observes, esp a person 
who watches for and notes down vehicles (e g aircraft or trains) 
spotty /'spoti/ adj la marked with spots b having spots, esp on the face 
(a ~ youthy 2 lacking evenness or regularity, esp in quality (-' 
attendancey - spottily adv. spottiness n 

spouse /spows, spowz/ n a married person, a husband or wife [ME, fr 
OF espous (masc) & espouse (fern), fr L sponsiis betrothed man, groom 
& sponsa betrothed woman, bndc, fr sponsus, pp of spondere to promise, 
betroth; akin to Gk spendein to make a libation, promise, sponde libation 
(pi. treaty)] 

'spout /spowt/ vt 1 to eject (e g liquid) in a copious stream (wei/s ing 
oify 2 to speak or utter in a stndent, pompous, or hackneyed manner, 
declaim (*- party slogansy - infml - v/ 1 to issue with force or in a jet, 
spurt 2 to eject matenaJ, esp liquid, in a jet 3 to declaim - infml [ME 
spouten; akin to MD spoifen to spout, OH spiwan to spew] - 
spouter n 

*gpOUt II 1 a projecting tube or lip through which liquid issues from a 
teapot, roof, kettle, etc 2 a discharge or jet of liquid (as lO from a pipe 
- spouted adj - up the spout 1 beyond hope of improvement, ruined 
mfml 2 pregnant - slang 

• 'sprain /sprayn/ n 1 a sudden or violent twist or wrench of a joint with 
stretching or teanng of ligaments 2 a sprained condition [ongin 
unknown] 

’sprain vt to subject to sprain 
sprang /sprang/ past of spring 

sprat /sprat/ n a small or young hemng, also the young of a similar fish 
[alter, of ME sprot, fr OE sprott] 

'sprawl /sprawl/ vi 1 to he or sit with arms and legs spread out carelessly 
or awkwardly 2 to spread or develop irregularly (a town that across 
the countrysidey ^vt to cause (eg one's limbs) to spread out [ME 
sprawlen, fr OE spreawlian] 

’sprawl n 1 a sprawling position 2 an irregular spreading mass or group 
(a ^ ofbuildingsy 

'spray /spray/ n 1 a usu flowering branch or shoot 2 a decorative 
arrangement of flowers and foliage (e g on a dress) 3 sthg (e g a jewelled 
pin) resembling a spray [ME] 

’spray n 1 fine droplets of water blown or falling through the air (the 
from the waterfalPy 2a a jet of vapour or finely divided liquid b a device 
(e g an atomizer or sprayer) by which a spray istiispersed or applied c(l) 
an application of a spray (give the roses a -» ) (2) a substance (e g paint 
or insecticide) so appli^ 3 sthg (e g a number of small flying objects) 
- resembling a spray [obs spray (to sprinkle), fr MD sprayen; akm to Gk 
speiretn to scatter - more at sprout] 

’spray vt 1 to discharge, disperse, or apply as a spray 2 to direct a spray 
on - eprsyer n 

'spray ,gun n on apparatus resembling a gun for applying a substance (e g 
paint or insecticide) in the form of a spray 
'spraad /spred/ vb apread vt la to open or extend over a larger area - 
often + out (^ out the map) b to stretch out; extend (^ its wings for 
flighty c to form (the lips) into a long narrow flit (e g when pronouncing 
the vowel /ee/) 2a to distribute over an area (^ manurey b to distribute 
over a period or among a group (^ the work over a few weeksy c(l) to 
apply as a layer or covering (2) to cover or overlay with sthg (~ bread 
with buttery d to prepare for dining; set ( "- the tabley 3a to make widely 
known the newsy b to extend the range or incidence of (^ a diseasey 
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c to difTuse, emit (^flowers ^ mg their fragrance} 4 to force apart ^ vi la 
to become dispersed, distnbut^, or scattered <a race that ^ across the 
globe} b to become known or disseminated (panic ~ rapidly} 2 to cover 
a greater area; expand 3 to be forced apart (e g from pressure or weight) 
[ME spreden, fr OE spra^an; akin to OHG spreiten to spread, OE 
-sprutan to sprout - more at sprout] - spreadable adj, spreader n, 
spreadability /-da'bibti/ n 

’spread n 1 (extent oO spreading 2 sthg spread out eg a a surface area, 
an expanse b(l) a prominent display in a newspaper or penodical (2) (the 
matter occupying) 2 facing pages, usu with printed matter running across 
the fold c a wide obstacle for a horse to jump 3 sthg spread on or over 
a surface: e g a a food product suitable for spreading b a sumptuous meal, 
a feast c a cloth cover, esp a bedspread 

'spread*,eagle vb to (cause to) stand or lie with arms and legs stretched 
out wide, (cause to) sprawl (lay ^d on the lawn} [spread eagle (a 
representation, esp in heraldry, of an eagle with wings raised & legs 
extended)] 

apree /spree/ n a bout of unrestrained indulgence in an activity ( went 
on a shopping ~ >; esp a binge [perh alter of Sc spreath cattle raid, foray, 
fr ScGael sprddh cattle, fr L praeda booty - more at prey] 

'sprig /spng/ n 1 a small shoot or twig 2 an ornament in the form of a 
spng 3 a small headless nail 4 a young offspnng, specif a youth - chiefly 
derog; mfml [ME sprigge] 

’sprig vt -gg- to decorate with a representation of plant spngs 
sprightly /'spnetli/ adj marked by vitality and liveliness, spirited [obs 
spnght (sprite), alter of sprite] - aprightllnesa n, sprightly adv 
'spring /spnng/ vb sprang /sprang/, sprung /sprung/, sprung vi la(l) 
to dart, shoot (2) to be resilient or elastic; also to move by elastic force 
(the lid sprang shut'^ b to become warped 2 to issue suddenly and 
copiously, pour out (the tears sprang from her eyes} 3a to grow as a plant 
b to issue by birth or descent c to come into being; arise (the project -^s 
from earlier research} 4a to make a leap or leaps (sprang towards the 
door} b to nsc or jump up suddenly (sprang to his feet when the bell 
rang} 5 to extend in height, nse (the tower '^sto90 metres} vt 1 to 
cause to spnng 2 to split, crack (wind sprang the mast} 3a to cause to 
operate suddenly (^ a trap} b to bring into a specifled state by pressing 
or bending a bar into place} 4 to leap over 5 to produce or disclose 
suddenly or unexpectedly (^ a surprise on them} (sprang a leak} 6 to 
release from pnson - mfml (ME spnngen, fr OE spnngan, akin to OHG 
spnngan to jump, Gk sperchesthai to hasten] 

’spring n la a source of supply, esp an issue of water from the ground 
b an ultimate source, esp of thought or action (the inner '^sof being} 
2 a time or season of growth or development, specif the season between 
winter and summer compnsmg, in the northern hemisphere, the months 
of March, April, and May 3 a mechanical^rt that recovers its onginal 
shape when released after deformation CT car 4a the act or an 
instance of leaping up or forward, a bound b(l) capacity for spnnging, 
resilience (2) bounce, energy (a man with ^ in his step} 
spring balance n a device using a spiral spnng for measunng weight 
or force 

'8pring,board /-.bawd/ n 1 a flexible board secured at one end that a 
diver or gymnast jumps ofT to gam extra height 2 sthg that provides an 
initial stimulus or impetus 

apringbok Apnngbok/ n, pi springboks, (/) springboks, esp collectively 
springbok 1 a swift and graceful southern Afncan gazelle noted for its 
habit of springing lightly and suddenly into the air 2 often cap a 
sportsman or sportswoman representing S Afnca in an international 
match or tour abroad [Afnk, fr spnng to jump + bok male goat] 

, Spring-clean vt 1 to give a thorough cleaning to (eg a house or 
furnishings) 2 to put into a proper or more satisfactory order <- ' 
government department} - vi to spnng-clean a house [back-formation fr 
spring-cleaning (thorough cleanmg). fr ^spnng 2] - spring-clean n 
springe /sprinj, sprinzh/ n a snare for catching small animals [ME 
sprenge, spnngen akin to OE spnngan to spring] 
springer spaniel Apnng a/ n a medium-sized sporting dog of either 
of 2 breeds that is used chiefly for finding and flushing small game 
['spring (to flush game)] 

,8pring 'green n a young green cabbage that is picked before the heart 
has fully developed - usu pi 

.Spring 'Holiday n the last Monday in May observed as a public holiday 
in England, Wales, and N Ireland 

,spring-'loaded adj loaded or secured by means of spring tension or 
compression 

.spring 'onion n an onion with a small mild-flavoured thm-skmned bulb 
and long shoots that is chiefly eaten raw in salads 


'spring.tail /-.tayl/ n any of an order of small primitive wingless 
insects 

.spring 'tide n a tide of maximum height occumng at new and full 
moon 

'spring.time /-.tiem/ n spring 2, also youth 1 
spring up vi to begin to blow (a breeze quickly sprang up> 
springy Apnng i/ adj having an elastic or bouncy quality; resilient 
(walked with a ^ step} ['spring ^ '-y] - springily adv, springi- 
ness n 

'sprinkle /'spnngkl/ vb sprinkling Apnngklmg/ vt 1 to scatter m fine 
drops or particles 2a to distribute (sthg) at intervals (as lO by scattenng 
b to occur at (random) intervals on; dot (meadows --d with flowers} c 
to wet lightly vt to ram lightly m scattered drops [ME sprenklen, 
spnnclen, akin to MHG spreckel, sprenkel spot, OE spearca spark] 
’sprinkle n 1 an instance of spnnklmg, specif a light fall of ram 2 a 
sprinkling 

sprinkler Apnngkb/ n a device for spraying a liquid, esp water, e g a 
a fire extinguishing system that works automatically on detection of 
smoke or a high temperature b an apparatus for watenng a lawn - 
sprinklered adj 

sprinkling Apnngklmg/ n a small quantity or number, esp falling m 
scattered drops or particles or distnbuted randomly 
'sprint /spnnt/ vi to run or nde a bicycle at top speed, esp for a short 
distance [of Scand ongm, akin to Sw dial, spnnta to jump, hop, akin to 
OHG spnnzan to jump up, Gk spyrthizein] - sprinter n 
’sprint n 1 (an instance of) spnntmg 2a a short fast running, swimming, 
or bicycle race b a burst of speed 

Sprit /spnt/ n a spar that cros.ses a 4-comered fore-and-afl sail diagonally 
to support the peak [ME spret, spnt. fr OE sprdit pole, spear; akin to OE 
-sprutan to sprout] 

sprite /spnet/ n a (playful graceful) fairy [ME spnt, fr OF esprit, fr L 
spintus spint] 

spritsail /'spnts(D)l, -,sayl/ n a sail extended by a spnt 
sprocket Aprokit/ n 1 a tooth or projection on the nm of a wheel, 
shaped so as to engage the links of a chain 2 also sprocket wheel a wheel 
or cylinder having sprockets (eg to engage a bicycle chain) [origin 
unknown] 

'sprout /sprowt/ vi 1 to grow, spnng up, or come forth as (lO a shoot 
2 to send out shoots or new growth — vt to send forth or up; cause to 
develop or grow [ME sprouten, fr OE -sprutan-, akin to OHG spnozan 
to sprout, (3k speirein to scatter, sow] 

’sprout n 1 a (young) shoot (eg from a seed or root) 2 Brussels 

SPROUT 

'spruce /spr ‘L*bs/ n any of a genus of evergreen coniferous trees with a 
conical head •'!' dense foliage and soft light wood [obs Spruce (Prussia), 
fr ME, alter of Pruce, fr OF] 

’spruce adj neat or smart m dress or appearance; tnm (hts ^ black coat 
and his bowler hat -^S Maugham) [perh fr obs Spruce leather (leather 
imported from Prussia)] - sprucely adv, sprucencas n 
’spruce vt to make spruce vr to make oneself spruce USE usu * up 
'sprue /sprooh/ n a tropical long-lasting disease marked esp by diarrhoea 
and symptoms of food and vitamin deficiency [D spruw\ akin to MLG 
spruwe, a kind of tumour] 

’sprue n (a waste piece moulded in) the hole through which molten metal 
or plastic enters a mould [origin unknown] 

spruit /sprayt/ n, SAfr a small watercourse that is usu dry except in the 
rainy si'ason [Afnk, sprout, small stream, fr MD sprute, fr spruten to 
sprout] 

sprung /sprung/ adi 1 past of spring 2 equipped with spnngs (a ^ 
mattress} 

sprung rhythm n a poetic rhythm designed to approximate the natural 
rhythm of speech 

spry /spne/ adj sprier, spryer, spriest, spryest vigorously active; nimble 
[perh of Scand ongm; akin to Sw dial, sprygg spry] - spryly adv, 
spryness n 

'spud /spud/ n 1 a small narrow spade 2 a potato - mfml [ME spudde 
dagger] 

’spud vb -dd- vt 1 to dig up or remove with a spud 2 to begin to dnll (an 
oil well) - VI to begin to dnll an oil well 

'spud-,bashing n the peeling of potatoes, esp when done as a punish- 
ment m a military camp - inf^ml 

spurns /spyoohin/ viorn (to) froth, foam [n ME. fr MF, fr L spuma 
- more at foam; vb fr n] - spusioua, spumy adj 
spun /spun/ past of spin 
,spun 'glass a fibreglass 
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spunk /spungk/ n 1 any of various fungi used to make tinder 2 spint, 
pluck 3 Br semen - vulg [ScGael ipong sponge, tinder, fr L spongia 
sponge] - spunky adj 

.spun 'silk n a yam or fabric made from silk waste that has been boiled 
to remove the natural gum 

.spun 'sugar n sugar boiled until it forms long threads on cooling, then 
shaped and used to decorate cold desserts or heaped on a stick as a sweet 
- compare candy floss 

.spun 'yarn n 1 a textile yam spun from staple fibres 2 a small rope or 
cord formed of 2 or more rope yams loosely twisted together 
'spur /spuh/ n la a pointed device secured to a nder's heel and used to 
urge on a hoise b pi recognition and reward for achievement (^won his 
academic «s> 2 a goad to action; a stimulus 3 sthg projecting like or 
suggesting a spur: e g •(!) a stiff sharp spine (e g on the wings or legs of 
a bird or insect); esp one on a cock’s leg (2) a metal spike fitted to a 
fighting cock’s leg b a hollow projection from a plant's petals or sepals 
(e g in larkspur or columbine) 4 a lateral projection (e g a ndge) of a 
mountain (range) geography 5 a short piece of road or railway 
connecting with a major route (e g a motorway) [ME spare, fr OE spun, 
akin to OE spurnan to kick - more at spurn; (lb) fr the acquisition of 
spurs by a man gaining knighthood] • sparred adj - on the spur of the 
OKHMBt on impulse: suddenly 

*8pur vb -IT- vt 1 to urge (a horse) on with spurs 2 to incite to usu faster 
action or greater effort; stimulate - usu ^ on ^ w to spur a horse on; nde 
hard 

spurge /spuhj/ n any of various mostly shrubby plants with a bitter 
milky juice [ME, fr MF, purge, spurge, fr espurgter to purge, fr L 
expurgare - more at expurgate] 

spur gear n a gear wheel with teeth projecting away from its axis 
spurge laurel n a low-growmg Eurasian shrub with oblong evergreen 
leaves and yellowish flowers 

spurious Apyooori*as/ adj 1 of illegitimate birth 2 having a superficial 
usu deceptive resemblance or correspondence; false 3a of deliberately 
falsified or mistakenly attnbuted ongin, forged b based on mistaken ideas 
< 1 / would be to claim special priytleges} [LL A L; LL spunus false, 
fr L. of illegitimate birth, fr spuiius, n, tmstard] - spuriously adv, 
spuriousnesa n 

spurn /spuhn/ vr to rgect with disdain or contempt, scorn [ME spumen, 
ft OE spurnan, akin to OHG spurnan to kick, L spemere to spurn, Gk 
spairan to quiver] - spurn n 

Spurray, sparry /'spun/ n any of several small usu white-flowered plants 
of the pmk family [D spume, fr MD spone, fr ML spergula] 
spurrier /'spuhri-a/ n one who makes spurs 

'spurt /spuht/ VI or n (to make) a sudden brief burst of increased effort, 
activity, or speed [ongin unknown] 

^purt vb to (cause to) gush out in a jet [perh akin to MHG spurzen to 
spit, OE -sprutan to sprout - more at sprout] 

*spurt n a sudden forceful gush; a jet 

spurtle Apuhtl/ n, chiefly Scot a wooden stick for stirring pomdge 
[origin unknown] 

'spur .wheel n spur gear 

sputnik Aputnik, 'spootnik/ n satellite 2b - used esp with reference 
to Soviet satellites [Russ, lit., travelling companion, fr s. so with + put’ 
path; akin to Gk hama together A to Skt patha way - more at same, 
find] 

'sputter Aputa/ vt 1 to utter hastily or explosively in confusion, anger, 
or excitement; splutter 2 to dislodge (atoms) from the surface of a 
material by collision with high energy particles (e g electrons); also to 
deposit (a metallic film) by such a process ^ vi 1 to eject particles of food 
or saliva noisily from the mouth 2 to speak in an explosive or mcoherent 
manner 3 to make explosive popping sounds [akin to D sputteren to 
sputter, OE -sprutan to sprout] - sputterer n 
*sputtsr n 1 confused and excited speech 2 (the sound oO sputtering 
sputum Apyoohtam/ n, pi ^uta Au/ matter, made up of discharges 
from the respiratory passages and saliva, that is coughed up [L, fr neut 
of aputua, pp of spuere to spit - more at spew] 

'spy /spie/ vt 1 to keep under secret surveillance, usu for hostile purposes 
out thelandy 2 to catch sight of; see <spied him lurking in the bushesy 
3 to search or look for mtently <~ out a means of escapey ~ vi 1 to 
observe or search for sthg; look 2 to watch secretly; act as a spy - often 
+ on USE {vt IdtS) usu + out [ME spien, fr OF esp/er, of Gmc origin; 
akin to OHO spebda to spy; akin to L specere to look, look at, species 
appeanmoe, species, Ok skeptesthai A skopein to watch, look at. con- 
sider] 

'•pyo 1 one who keeps secret watch on sby or sthg 2 one who attempts 


to gain information secretly from a country, company, etc and communi- 
cate It to another 

'apy,gla8S /-.glahs/ n a small telescope 

•quab /skwob/ n, pi squabs, (/) squabs, esp collectively squab 1 a 
fledgling bird, esp a pigeon 2 a thick cushion for a chair, car seat, etc 
[prob of Scand ongin; akin to Sw dial skvabb anything soft and 
thick] 

squabble Akwobl/ vi or n squabbling /'skwobling/ (to engage in) a 
noisy or heated quarrel, esp over trifles [prob of Scand origin; akin to Sw 
dial skvabbel dispute] - squabbler n 
squad /skwod/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a small group of military 
personnel assembled for a purpose <a drill ^ > 2 a small group working 
as a team <a special police - > [MF esquade, (r OSp A Olt; OSp escuadra 
A Olt squadra, den vs of (assumed) VL exquadnre to make square - more 
at square] 

'squad .car n, chiefly NAm a police car having radio communication 
with headquarters 

squaddy /^skwodi/ n, Br a person of lowest rank in the armed forces; 
esp a pnvate - infml [alter, (influenced by squad) of swaddy, fr swad 
(soldier), prob fr swad (bumpkin, lout)] 

squadron Akwodrsn/ n sing or pi in constr a unit of military organiza- 
tion: a a unit of cavalry or of an armoured regiment, usu consisting of 
3 or more troops b a variable naval unit consisting of a number of 
warships on a particular operation c a unit of an air force consisting usu 
of between 10 and 18 aircraft [It squadrone, aug of squadra squad] 
squadron leader n rank 

squalid Akwolid/acf; 1 filthy and degraded from neglect or poverty < ^ 
ramshackle tenements) 2 sordid 2 [L squalidus - more at squai or] - 

squalidly adv, squalidness n 

'squall /skwawl/ vb to cry out raucously, scream [of Scand origin, akin 
to ON skval useless chatter] - squall n, squaller n 
^squall Ji 1 a sudden violent wind, often with ram or snow 2 a short-lived 
commotion <a minor domestic - > [prob of Scand ongin, akin to Sw 
skval rushing water] - squally adj 

squalor Akwob/ n the quality or state of being squalid [L, akin to L 
squalidus squalid, squama scale] 

squam-, squamo- comb form scale; squama <squamous> [NL. fr L 
squama] 

squama Akwayma. 'skwahma/ n, pi squamae /-mi/ (a structure resem- 
bling) a scale [L] - squamate /-mayt/ adj 
"squamous Akwaymas, 'skwahmas/ also squamose Amohs/ adj 1 
covered with or consisting of scales 2 of or being a surface tissue 
consisting of a single layer of flat scalelikc cells [L squamosus, fr 
squama] 

squandar Akwonda/ vt to spend extravagantly, foolishly, or wastefully, 
dissipate <^cd his earnings on dnnky [ongin unknown] - squan- 
derer n 

'square /skwes/ n 1 an instrument (e g a set square or T square) with 
at least 1 nght angle and 2 straight edges, used to dra^r test nght angles 
or parallel lines 2 a rectangle with all 4 sides equal mai hematic's 
3 sthg shaped like a square: e g a a square scarf b an area of ground for 
a particular purpose (e g military dnll) c an arrangement of letters, 
numbers, etc m a square - compare magic square 4 any of the 
rectangular, square, etc spaces marked out on a board used for playing 
games 5 the product of a number multiplied by itself 6 an open space 
in a town, city, etc formed at the meeting of 2 or more streets, and often 
laid out with grass and trees 7 a solid object or piece approximating to 
a cube or having a square as its pnncipal face 9 one who is excessively 
conventional or conservative m tastes or outloo|i - infml; no longer m 
vogue [ME, fr MF esquarre, fr (assumed) VL ex^uadn, fr exquadnre to 
^square, fr L ex- + quadrare to square - more it quadrate] - out of 
square not at an exact nght angle 

‘square adj la having 4 equal sides and 4 right angles b forming a nght 
angle <a ~ comery 2a approximating to a cube <a cabinety b of a 
shape or build suggesting strength and solidity; br^ in relation to length 
or height shouldersy c square in cross section <a ^ iowery 3a of a 
unit of length denoting the area equal to that of a square whose edges are 
of the spec'/ied length (a - yard) b being of a specified length in each 
of 2 equal dimensions meeting at a nght angle </t? metres ^ > 4a exactly 
adjusted, arranged, or aligned; neat and orderly b fair, honest, or 
straightforward in all his dealingsy c leaving no balance; settled <fAe 

accounts are all ‘^y d even, tied 5 of, occupying, or passing through a 
fielding position near or on a line perpendicular to the line between the 
wickets and level with the batsman's wicket teg> sport 6 
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excessively conservative; dully conventional - infml, no longer in vogue 
- squarely adv, squareness n, squarish adj 
’square vt la to make square or rectangular a budding stone} b to 
test for deviation from a right angle, straight line, or plane surface 2 to 
set approximately at nght angles or so as to present a rectangular outline 
<^d his shoulders} 3a to multiply (a number) by the same number, to 
raise to the second power b to find a square equal in area to < '^ the circle} 
4a to balance, settle a/i account} b to even the score of (a contest) 

5 to mark off into squares or rectangles 6a to bring into agreement, 
reconcile <~ theory with practice) b to bnbe - infml ^vi 1 to match 
or agree precisely - usu ♦ with 2 to settle matters, esp to pay the bill 
often * up ~ square up to 1 to prepare oneself to meet (a challenge) 
<squared up to the situation} 2 to take a fighting stance towards (an 
opponent) 

^square adv 1 m a straightforward or honest manner {told him - ; 2a 
so as to face or be face to face {the house stood to the road} b at right 
angles 3 dirfctly I {hit the nail - on the head) 
square away vt, NAm to put m order or readiness - infml 
'square-, bashing n, chiefly Br military drill, esp marching, on a barrack 
square 

.square 'bracket n cither of 2 wntten or pnnted marks { ] used to 
enclose a mathematical expression or other wntten or pnnted matter 
'square .dance n a dance for 4 couples who form a hollow square 

square dancer n, square dancing n 

.square 'deal n an honest and fair arrangement or transaction {got a ^ 
on that trade-in} 

'square.head /-.hed/ n, NAm a German, Dutch, or Scandinavian 
(immigrant) - derog 

.square 'meal n a r.j'ntionally balanced and satisfying meal 
.square 'one n the staning point {our plan faded so we were hack 
to ^} 

square rig n a sailing ship ng in which the pnncipal sails arc square sails 

- f SHIP - square-rigged ad/, square-rigger n 

.square 'root n a (positive) number whose square is a usu specified 
number /5 /.?) ._/■ symbol 

squarM^^B^idecI sail held open by a rod that is suspended at its 
cen t rcJPMnnLst 

.square-'shouldered adj having shoulders that present a rectangular 
outline - compare roi'np-shoui dcru) 

square wave n the rectangular wave form of a quantity that vanes 
penodically and abruptly from one to the oihcr of 2 constant values 
'squash Akwosh/ vt la to press or beat into a pulp or a flat mass, crush 
b to apply pressure to by pushing or squeezing {got ed o/i the crowded 
platform) 2 to reduce to silence or inactivity, put down {^edher with 
a cutting remark) a revolt} -^vi 1 to flatten out under pressure or 
impact 2 to squeeze, press <we -^ed into the front row of spectators) 
[MF esquasser, fr (assumed) VL exquassare, fr L ex- « quassare to shake 

- more at quash] - squashy adj, squashily adv, squashiness n 
’squash n 1 the act or soft dull sound of squashing 2 a crushed mass, 

esp a mass of people crowded into a restneted space 3 also squash rackets 
a game played in a 4-waIled court with long-handled rackets and a rubber 
ball that can be played off any number of walls -.J** sport 4 Br a 
beverage made from sweetened and often concentrated citrus fruit juice, 
usu drunk diluted 

’squash n, pi sqnashca squash any of various (plants of the cucumber 
family bearing) fruits widely cultivated as vegetables and for livestock feed 
[by shortening A alter, fr earlier isquoutersquash, fr Natick & Narragan- 
set askutasquash] 

* 'squat /skwot/ w -tt- 1 to crouch close to the ground as if to escape 
detection <a ~ ting hare} 2 to assume or maintain a position in which 
the body is supported on the feet and the knees are bent, so that the 
haunches rest on or near the heels 3 to occupy property as a squatter 
[ME squatten, fr MF esquatir, fr es- ex- (fr L ex-) ^ quatir to press, fr 
(assumed) VL coactire to press together, fr L coactus, pp of cogere to 
dnve together - more at cogent] 

’squat n la squatting b the posture of sby or sthg that squats 2 an empty 
building occupied by or available to squatters - infml 
’squat adj -tt- 1 with the heels drawn up under the haunches 2 dispropor- 
tionately short or low and broad - squatty adv, squatness n 
squatter Akwota/ n 1 one who occupies usu otherwise empty property 
without rights of ownership or payment of rent 2 Austr one who owns 
large tracks of grazing land ['squat f '-er] 

squaw /skwaw/ n a N American Indian (mamed) woman [of Algon- 
quian origin; akin to Natick squdas woman] 

squawk Akwawk/ viorn 1 (to utter) a harsh abrupt scream 2 (to make) 


a loud or vehement protest [prob blend of squall and squeak] - 
squawker n \ 

'squaw ,man n a white man married to a N American Indian 
'squeak Akweek/ vi 1 to utter or make a squeak 2 squeal 2a - infml 
- vt to utter in a squeak [ME squeken] - squeaker n 
'squeak n 1 a short shnil cry or noise 2 an escape ~ usu in a narrow 
squeak, infml - squeaky adj 

'squeal /skweel/ vi 1 to utter or make a squeal 2a to turn informer 
{hnbed to on his boss} b to complain, protest - vt to utter with a 
squeal USE (vi 2) infml [ME squelen] - squealer n 
'squeal n a shnil sharp cry or noise 

squeamish /"skweemish/ adj 1 easily nauseated 2a excessively fastidi- 
ous in manners, scruples, or convictions b easily shocked or offended 
[ME squaymisch, modif of AF escoymous] ~ squeamishly adv, squeamish- 
ness n 

'squeegee /'skweejee/ n a usu rubber bladcd tool used for spreading 
liquid on or removing it from a surface (c g a window), also a roller or 
other device used similarly in lithography or photography [prob imit] 
'squeegee vt to smooth, wipe, or treat with a squeegee 
'squeeze /skweez/ vt la to apply physical pressure to; compress the 
(opposite) sides of b to extract or discharge under pressure juice from 
a lemon) c to force, thrust, or cram (as lO by compression clothes 
into a suitcase} {'^ d his way across the room} 2a to obtain by force or 
extortion {dictators who ^ money from the poor} b to reduce by 
extortion, oppressive measures, etc (squeezing the profits} c to cause 
(economic) hardship to 3 to fit into a limited time span or schedule - usu 
in or into 4 to force (another player) to discard a card to his/her 
disadvantage, esp in bridge vi 1 to force one's way < ^ through a door} 

2 to pass, win, or gel by narrowly {managed to — through the month on 
sick pa) } (alter of obs quease, fr ME queysen, fr OE cwysan. akin to Icel 
k\eisa stomach cramps] - squeezable adj, squeezer n 
'squeeze n la a squeezing or compressing b a handshake, also an 
embrace 2a a quantity squeezed out from sthg <a of lemon} b a 
condition of being crowded together, a crush {it was a tight with 6 in 
the car) 3a a financial pressure caused by narrowing margins or by 
shortages b pressure brought to bear on sby - chiefly in put the squeeze 
on, mfini 

'squeeze-, box n an accordion -• infml 

squelch /skwelch/ vr l to fall or stamp on so as to crush 2 to suppress 
completely, quell, squash ^ vi 1 to emit a sucking sound like that of an 
object being withdrawn from mud 2 to walk or move, esp through slush, 
mud. etc, making a squelching noise [imit] - squelch n, squelchy adj 
squib /skwib. n 1 a small firework that bums with a fizz and finishes 
with a small i vplosion 2 a short witty or satincal speech or piece of 
wnting [origi.i unknown] 

squid /skwid/ n, pi squids, esp collectively squid any of numerous 
lO-armed ^ephaloptxi molluscs, related to the octopus and cuttlefish, that 
have a long tapered body and a tail fin on each side [origin unknown] 
squidgy Akwiji/ adj, chiefly Br soft and squashy - infml [.squ/d^ge 
(squelch), of imil ongin] 

squiffy /’skwifi/ adj slightly drunk, tipsy - infml [ongin unknown] 
squiggle /'skwigl/ vi or n (to draw) a shon wavy twist or line, esp m 
handwnting or drawing [blend of squirm and wnggle] - squiggly 
/'skwigli/ adj 

squill /skwil/ n 1 a Mediterranean plant of the lily family that reproduces 
by bulbs 2 a scilla 3 a squilla [ME, fr L squd/a. scdla sea onion, fr Gk 
skdla] 

squilla Akwib/ o, pi squillss, squillae /-li/ any of vanous crustaceans 
that burrow in mud or beneath stones in shallow water along the seashore 
[NL, genus name, fr L. squill, prawn] 

squinch /skwmch/ n an arch, lintel, etc placed across the intenor comer 
of a square to support a dome [alter of earlier scunch (back part of the 
side of an opening), denv of MF coing, com wedge, comer] 

'squint /skwint/ adj having a squint; squinting [short for asquint, adv, 
fr ME] 

'squint VI 1 to have or look with a squint 2 to look or peer with eyes partly 
closed - sqninter n, squintingly adv 

’squint n 1 (a visual disorder marked by) inability to direct both eyes to 
the same object because of imbalance of the muscles of the eyeball 2 a 
hagioscope 3 a glance, look - esp in have/take a squint at, infml > aqnisty 
adj 

'squire /skwie-a/ n 1 a shield-bearer or armour-bearer of a knight 2 an 
owner of a country estate, esp the principal local landowner 3 Br pal 2 
> infml [ME squier, fr OF esquier - more at esquire] 

'squire vf to attend on or escort (a woman) 
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squirearchy, squirarchy /'skwie-s.rahki/ n smg or pi in constr the 
gentry or landed-proprietor class - squirearchical /-'rahkikl/ adj 
squirm /skwuhm/ vi 1 to twist about like a worm; wnggle 2 to feel or 
show acute discomfort at sthg embarrassing, shameful, or unpleasant 
[perh imit] - squirm n, squirmer n 

squirrel Akwirdl/ n (the usu grey or red fur oO any of various New or 
Old World small to medium-sized tree-dwelling rodents that have a long 
bushy tail and strong hind legs [ME squirel, fr MF esquireui, fr (assumed) 
VL scunolus, dim of scunus, alter, of L sciurus, fr Gk skiouros, prob fr 
skia shadow + oura tail; akin to OHG'arr buttocks, OIr err tail - more 
at shine] 

'squirrel .cage n (a type of induction motor having) a rotor with 
cylmdrically arranged metal bars [fr its resemblance to the toy treadmill 
often provided in the cage of a squirrel or other small animal] 
squirrel monkey n a small soft-haired S Amencan monkey with a long 
prehensile tail 

'squirt /skwuht/ vi to issue in a sudden forceful stream from a narrow 
opening '^vt \\o cause to squirt 2 to direct a jet or stream of liquid at 
ed his sister with a water pistoh [ME squirten\ akin to LG swtrtjen 
to squirt] 

^squirt n 1 a small rapid stream of liquid, a jet 2 a small or insignificant 
(impudent) person - infml 

squish /skwish/ vi or n (to make or move with) a slight squelching or 
sucking sound [alter of squash] 
squishy Akwishi/ adj soft and moist - squiahiness n 
SS /,es 'es/ n smg or pi in constr Hitler’s bcxlyguard and special police 
force [G. abbr for Schutzstaffel elite guard] 

'-St suffix {adj or adv - adj or adv) - used to form the superlative degree 
of adjectives and adverbs of 1 syllable, and of some adjectives and adverbs 
of 2 or more syllables, that end in e <surest> (^compIetesO, compare 
'-EST 

*-St - see ’-EST 

'stab /stab/ n 1 a wound produced by a pointed weapon 2a a thrust (a.s 
lO with a pointed weapon b(1) a sharp spa.sm of pain (2) a pang of intense 
emotion felt a ^ of remorse} 3 an attempt, try - infml [ME stahbe] 
*8tab vb -bb- vt 1 to pierce or wound (as iQ with a pointed weapon 2 to 
thrust, jab < ^ bed his finger at the page} - w to thrust at sby or sthg (as 
lO with a pointed weapon - stabler n 

Stabile Ataybiel/ n an abstract sculpture or construction similar to a 
mobile but stationary [prob fr F. fr L stabilis stable] 

Stabil'izer, -her /'staybl.ieza/ /i 1 a chemical substance added to another 
substance or to a system to prevent or retard an unwanted alteration of 
physical state 2 a device to keep ships steady in a rough sea 3 chiefly 
NAm the horizontal tailplane of an aircraft [si abilizf ’-er] 

'stable Ataybl/ n la building in which domestic animals, esp horses, are 
sheltered and fed - often pi with sing meaning 2 sing or pJ in constr a 
the racehorses or racing cars owned by one person or organization b a 
group of athletes (e g boxers) or performers under one management c a 
group, collection <a tycoon who owns a ^ of newspapers} [ME. fr OF 
eatable, fr L stabulum, fr stare to stand ~ more at stand] 

^Stable vt to put or keep in a stable vi to dwell (as lO m a stable 
*ttable adj la securely established; fixed <a - community} b not subject 
to change or fluctuation; unvarying <a ^ population} <a currency} c 
permanent, enduring 2 not subject to feelings of mental or emotional 
insecurity 3a(l) placed or constructed so as to resist forces tending to 
cause (change of) motion (2) that develops forces that restore the onginal 
condition of equilibrium when disturbed b(l) able to resist alteration in 
chemical, physical, or biological properties (2) not spontaneously ractio- 
active <a isotope} (ME, fr OF estable, fr L stabilis, fr stare to stand] 
- ftably adv, itabilize vb, stablencss, stabilization /-ie'zaysh(9)n/ n, 
stability /sta'bilati/ n 
'stable .lad n a groom in a racing stable 
Stabling Ataybling/ n indoor accommodation for animals 
staccato /sta'kahtoh/ n, adv, or adj, p/ staccatos (a manner of speaking 
or performing, or a piece of music performed) in a sharp, disconnected, 
or abrupt way music [adj It, fr pp of staccare to detach, deriv of 
OF dcstachier - more at detach; n & adv fr adj] 
staccato mark n a pointed vertical stroke or a dot placed over or under 
a musical note to be produced staccato 
'stack /stak/ n 1 a large usu circular or square pile of hay, straw, etc 2 
an (orderly) pile or heap 3a chimney stack b a smokestack 4 a 
pyramid of 3 interlocked rifles 5 a structure of shelves for compact 
storage of books - usu pi with sing, meaning 6 a stacked group of aircraft 
7 a group of loudspeakers for a public address sound system 8 a high 
pillar of rock rising out of the sea, that was detached from the mainland 


by the erosive action of waves gfcXjRaphy 9 a large quantity or 
number - often pi with sing meaning i^s of money}', infml [ME stak, 
fr ON stakkr, akin to OE staca stake] 

^Stack vt 1 to arrange in a stack, pile 2 to arrange secretly for cheating 
(the cards were ^ ed> 3 to assign (an aircraft) to a particular altitude and 
position within a group of aircraft circling before landing - stackable 
adj 

Stacked /stakt/ adj. of a woman shapely and having large breasts • 
slang 

ataddie /'stadl/ n a base or framework for a stack of hay or straw [ME 
stathel base, support, fr OE stathof, akin to OE stede place - more at 
SrFJSD] 

stadium Ataydi-am/ n, pi stadiums also stadia /-di a/ 1 any of various 
ancient Greek units of length, usu of about 18Sm 2 a sports ground 
surrounded by a large usu unroofed building with tiers of scats for 
spectators 3 a stage in a life history, esp one between successive moults 
in the development of an insect [ME, fr L, fr Gk stadion, alter ofspadion, 
fr span to pull - more at span] 

'staff Atahiy n, pi staffs, staves /stay vz/. (5) staffs la a long stick earned 
in the hand for use in walking or as a weapon b a supfKirting nxi, esp 
a flagstaff c sthg which gives strength or sustains (bread is the of life} 

2a a crosier b a rod earned as a symbol of office or authority 3 a set of 
usu 5 parallel hon/ontal lines on which music is wntten / music 4 
any of vanous graduated sticks or rules used for measunng 5 sing or pi 
in constr a the body of people in charge of the internal operations of an 
institution, business, etc b a group of officers appointed to assist a military 
commander c the teachers at a school or university d the personnel who 
assist a supenor [ME staf, fr OE st;ef, akin to OHG stab staff, stampfon 
to stamp - more at stamp] 

‘staff vt 1 to supply with a staff or with workers 2 to serve as a staff 
member of 

Staffer /’stahfa/ n. chiefly NAm a member of a staff (e g of a news- 
paper) 

'staff .nurse n, Br a qualified nurse in the staff of a hospital who is next 
in rank below a sister 

'staff .officer n a commissioned officer assigned to a military com- 
mander's staff ^ 

Staff sergeant n rank 

'stag /stag/ n, pi stags, ( I) stags, esp collectively sug 1 an adult male red 
deer, broadly the male of any of vanous deer 2 Br a person who buys 
' newly issued shares in the hope of selling them to make a quick profit 
[ME stagge, fr OE stagga-, akin to ON andarsteggi drake, OE stingan to 
sting] 

‘stag adj of or intended for men only (a ^ night} (a ~ party} 

'Stag .beetle n any of numerous mostly large beetles having males with 
long and often branched mandibles suggesting the antlers of a stag 
'stage /stayj/ n 1 any of a senes of positions or stations one above the 
other 2a(l) a raised platform (2) the area of a theatre where the acting 
takes place, including the wings and storage space (3) the acting pro- 
fession, also the theatre as an occupation or activity b a centre of 
attention or scene of action 3a a scaffold for workmen b the small 
platform of a microscope on which an object is placed for examination 4a 
a place of rest formerly provided for those travelling by stagecoach b the 
distance between 2 stopping places on a road c a stagecoach Sa a period 
or step in a progres.s, activity, or development b any of the distinguishable 
penods of growth and development of a plant or animal (the larval ^ of 
an insect} c any of the divisions (e g 1 day's riding or driving between 
predetermined points) of a race or rally that is spread over several days 
6 a connected group of components in an electrical circuit that performs 
some well-defined inunction (e g amplification) ind that forms part of a 
larger electrical circuit 7 a propulsion unit of a rocket with its own fuel 
■ and container 3“ spacf 8 chiefly Br a bus stqp from or to which fares 
are calculated; a fare stage [ME, fr OF estage, fr (assumed) VL staticum, 
fr L stare to stand - more at stand] 

‘stage vt 1 to produce (e g a play) on a stage 2 to produce and organize, 
esp for public view (^d the event to get maximum publicity} 
'etagacoach /-jeoheh/ n a horse-drawn passenger and mail coach that 
in former limes ran on a regular schedule between established stops 
'■taga,craft /-.krahft/ n the effective management of theatrical devices 
or techniques 

'stage di,rettion n a description (eg of a character or setting) or 
direction (e g to indicate sound effects or the movement or positioning of 
actors) provided in the text of a play 

, Stage 'door n the entrance to a theatre that is used by those who work 
there 
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‘stage .fright n nervousness felt at appeanng before an audience 
'stage, hand /'.hand/ n a theatre M^orker who handles scenery, props, or 
lights 

.Stage 'left adv on or to an actor’s left when he/she is facing the 
audience 

'stage*, manage vt to arrange or direct, esp from behind the scenes, so 
as to achieve a desired result [back-formation fr stage manager] 

.Stage 'manager n one who is in charge of the stage dunng a perform- 
ance and supervises related matters beforehand 
Stager Atayja/ n an expcnenced person, a veteran - chiefly in old 
stager 

.stage 'right adv on or to an actor’s right when he/she is facing the 
audience 

'stage,struck /-'siruk/ adj fascinated by the stage, esp having an ardent 
desire to become an actor or actress 

stage whisper n 1 a loud whisper by an actor, audible to the audience, 
but supposedly inaudible to others on stage 2 a whisper that is deliber- 
ately made audible 

stagflation /stag'f1aysh(3)n/ n a state of aiTairs in which inflation in the 
economy is accompanied by zero growth in industrial production [blend 
of stagnation and inflation] 

'stagger /'staga/ vi to reel from side to side (while moving), totter - vt 

1 to dumbfound, astonish 2 to arrange in any of various alternating or 
overlapping positions or times ( ~ work shifts} [alter of earlier stacker, 
fr ME stakeren, fr ON stakra, freq of staka to push; akin to OE staca 
stake] - staggerer n 

^stagger nip/ hut sing or pi in constr an abnormal condition of domestic 
mammals and birds associated with damage to the brain and spinal cord 
and marked by lack of muscle coordination and a reeling unsteady gait 

2 a reeling or unsteady walk or stance 

staggering Atag(3)nng/ adj astonishing, overwhelming - staggerinfdy 
adv 

staging Atayjmg/ n 1 a scaffolding or other temporary platform 2 the 
business of running stagecoaches 

stagnant Atagnant/ adj la not flowing in a current or stream, motion- 
levs ' - water > b stale (long disuse had made the air - and foul - Brain 
Stoker) 2 dull, inactive ~ stagnancy /-si/ n, stagnantly dd\ 
stagnate /stag'nayt/ vi to become or remain stagnant [L stagnatus, pp 
of sragnare, fr stagnum body of standing water, akin to Gk staiem todnp] 

- stagnation /*'naysh(d)n/ n 

stagy, stagey Atayji/ adj marked by showy pretence or artificiality, 
theatrical ['si auk t '-y] - stagily adv, staginess n 
staid /stayd/ adj sedate and often pnmly self-restrained, sober [fr pp of 
stay] - staidly ads, staidness n 

'stain /stayn/ vt 1 to discolour, soil 2 to suffuse with colour 3 to taint 
With guilt, vice, airruption. etc, bnng dishonour to 4 to colour (e g wood 
or a biological specimen) by using (chemical) processes or dyes affecting 
the matenal itself -^vi 1 to become stained 2 to cause staining [ME 
steynen, partly fr MF destemdre to discolour (fr OF, fr des- dis- * tcindre 
to dye, fr L tingere to wet, dye) & partly of Scand origin, akin to ON steina 
to paint] - stainable adj, Stainer n 

’stain n 1 a soiled or di.scoloured spot 2 a moral taint or blemish 3a a 
preparation (c g of dye or pigment) used in staining, esp one capable of 
penetrating the pores of wood b a dye or mixture of dyes used in 
microscopy to make minute and transparent structures visible, to differen- 
tiate tissue elements, or to produce specific chemical reactions 
.stained 'glass /staynd/ n glavs coloured or stained for use in win- 
dows 

'stainless /-lis/ adj 1 free from stain or stigma 2 (made from maten ds) 
resistant to stain, specif rust - stainlessly adv 
.stainless 'steel n steel containing chromium and highly resistant to 
rusting and corrosion 

Stair /stea/ n la senes of (flights oO ^^ps for passing from one level to 
another - usu pi with sing, meaning ARcmitcTURE 2 any step of 
a stairway [ME steir, fr OE staeger, akin to OE & OHG stigan to nsc, 
Gk stetchein to walk] 

'staircase /-,kays/ n 1 the structure or part of a building containing a 
stairway 2 a flight of stairs with the supporting framework, casing, and 
balusters 

'stairway /-.way/ n one or more flights of stairs, usu with intermediate 
landings 

'stairwell A.wel/ n a vertical shaft in which stairs are located 
staitha /slaydh/ n, Br a wharf from which coal may be loaded on a vessel 
(ME sUithe, of Scand ongin; akin to ON stoth landing place, staiihe, akin 
to OE sixth bank, shore, OHG stad, stado] 


'stake /stayk/ n la pointed piece of matenal (e g wood) for driving into 
the ground as a marker or support 2a a post to which sby was bound for 
execution by burning b execution by buniing at a stake - ^ the 3a sthg, 
esp money, staked for gam or loss b the pnze in a contest, esp a horse 
race - often pi with sing meaning c an interest or share in an undertaking 
(c g a commercial venture) 4 pi but sing or pi in constr, often cap a horse 
race in which all the horses are evenly matched (e g in age and amount 
of weight carried) - chiefly in names of races [ME, fr OE staca, akin to 
MLG stake stake. L tignum beam) - at stake in jeopardy, at issub 
’stake vi ] to mark the limits of (as lO by slakes - often + off or out 2 
to tether to a stake 3 to bet. hazard 4 to fasten up or suppon (c g plants) 
with Stakes 5 chiefly NAm to back financially - stake a/one's claim to 
state that sthg is one’s by nght 

stake out vt, NAm to conduct a surveillance of (a suspected area, 
person, etc) - stakeout n 

Stakhanovite /sta'kana.viet/ n a Soviet industnal worker awarded 
recognition and privileges for outstanding productivity [Alexei G Stak- 
hanov h 1905 Russ miner] - Stakbanovism /-n3,viz(a)m/ n 
stalactite Atabk,tiet/ n an icicle-like deposit of calcium carbonate 
hanging from the roof or sides of a cavern [NL stalactites, fr Gk stalaktos 
dripping, fr stalassein to let dnp] - staJactitic /-'titik/ adj 
stalag /'stahlag/ n a German pnson camp for noncommissioned officers 
and lower ranks [G, short for stammlager base camp, fr Stamm base ^ 
lager camp] 

Stalagmite Atabgmiet/ n a deposit of calcium carbonate like an 
inverted stalactite formed on the floor of a cavern [NL stalagmites, fr Gk 
stalagma drop or stalagmos dnpping, akin to Gk stalassein to let dnp] - 
stalagmitic /-'mitik/ adj 

'stale /stayl/ adj la tasteless or unpalatable from age b of air musty, foul 
2 tedious from familianty jokes') 3 impaired m legal force through 
lack of timely action (a debt} 4 impaired in vigour or effectiveness, 
esp from overexertion [ME, aged (of ale), akin to MD stel stale] - stalely 
adv, staJeness n 

’stale vb to make or become stale 

’stale V/, to unnatc [ME stalen, akin to MLG stallen to unnate] 
stalemate /'staylmayt/ vt or n (to bnng into) a a drawing position in 
chess in which only the king can move and although not in check can 
move only into check b a deadlock [n obs stale (stalemate, fr ME, fr AF 
estale, lit , fixed position, fr OF estal place, position) + E mate, vb 
fr n] 

Stalinism Atahli.niz(3)m, 'sta-/ n the theory and practice of commu- 
nism developed by Stalin from Marxism-Leninism and charactenzed esp 
by ngid nuihoritananism [Joseph Stalin tl953 Russ political leader] - 
Stalinist n .>r ndj 

'stalk /stawk, VI 1 to pursue or approach quarry or prey stealthily 2 to 
walk stiffly or haughtily ^vt 1 to pursue by stalking <- deer) 2 to go 
through ^an area) in search of prey or quarry the woods for deer) 
[ME stalken, fr OE bestealcian, akin to OE steak lofty, stelan to steal - 
more at sibAb] - stalker n 

’stalk n 1 the stalking of quarry or prey 2 a stiff or haughty walk 
’stalk n la the main stem of a herbaceous plant, often with its attached 
parts b STbM lb 2 a slender upright supporting or connecting (animal) 
structure [MF stalke-, akin to OE steak lofty] - stalked adj, atalUess adj, 
stalky adj 

, stalk-eyed adj, esp of crustaceans having the eyes raised on stalks 
'stalking-horse /stawking/ n sthg used to mask a purpose, a pre- 
text 

'stall /stawl/ n 1 any of usu several compartments for domestic animals 
in a stable or barn 2a a wholly or partly enclosed seat in the chancel of 
a church b a church pew 3a a booth, stand, or counter at which anicles 
are displayed or offered for sale b sideshow lb 4 a protective sheath for 
a finger or toe 5 a small compartment (a shower « > 6 Br a seat on the 
main floor of an auditonum (e g in a theatre) [ME, fr OE steail, akin to 
OHG stal place, stall, L locus (OL stiocus) place, Gk stelkui to set up. 
place, send] 

’stall vt 1 to put or keep in a stall 2a to bnng to a standstill, block b to 
cause (e g a car engine) to stop, usu inadvertently c to cause (an aircraft 
or aerofoil) to go into a stall ^ w' 1 to come to a standstill, esp, of an 
engine to stop suddenly from failure 2 to expenence a stall in flying 
’stall n the condition of an aerofoil or aircraft when the airflow is so 
obstructed (e g from moving forwards too slowly) that lift is lost 

FLIGHT 

*stall VI to play for time, delay vt to divert or delay, esp by evasion or 
deception (ol» stall, n (lure, decoy), alter of earlier stale, fr ME, fr AF] 
- stall n 



'stall, holder Ahohlds/ n one who runs a (market) stall 
stallion /slalyan/ n an uncastrated male horse, esp one kept for breeding 
(ME stalion, fr MF estaJon, of Gmc origin, akin to OHG sfa/ stall} 
^Stalwart Atawlwst/ adj 1 strong in body, mind, or spirit 2 dependable, 
staunch (ME. alter of staJworrh, fr OE stxlwierthc serviceable] - 
stalwartly adv\ stalwartness n 
Stalwart n a stalwart person, specif a staunch supporter 
Stamen Atayman/ n the organ of a flower that produces the male 
g^amete in the form of pollen, and consists of an anther and a filament 
,3" PLANT (L, warp, thread, akin to Gk stemon thread, histanai to cause 
to stand - more at si and] 

Stamin* /stamm-/, stamini* comb form stamen <stamina/> 
<stamini/e/-ous> [L stamm-. stamen] 
stamina Atamina/ n (capacity for) endurance [L. pi of stamen warp, 
thread of life spun by the Fates] 

Staminate /'staminat, -nayt/ adj 1 having or producing stamens 2 
MALE la(2) 

Stammer AtamV \b to speak or utter with involuntary stops and 
repetitions - compare sruTiFR [ME stameren, fr OE stamenan, akin to 
OHG stamalon to stammer, Lith stumti to push] - stammer n. starn* 
merer n 

'stamp /stamp/ vt 1 to pound or crush (c g ore) with a pestle or heavy 
instrument 2a to stnke or beat forcibly with the bottom of the foot b to 
bnng down (the foot) forcibly 3a to impress, impnnt / ‘paid’ on the 
bilf) <^an image -^ed on his memory') b(l) to attach a (postage) stamp to 
(2) to mark with an (official) impression, device, etc 4 to cut out, bend, 
or form with a stamp or die 5a to provide with a distinctive character 
<->'ed with an air of worldly wisdom) b charactcrizf 2 - v/ 1 ihujnu 
2 2 to strike or thrust the fool forcibly or noisily downwards (ME 
stampen. akin to OHG stampfon to stamp, L temnere to despise. Gk 
stembein to shake up] - stamper n 

’stamp n I a device or instrument for stamping 2 the impression or mark 
made by stamping or imprinting 3a a distinctive feature, indication, or 
mark (the of genius) b a lasting imprint (the of time) 4 the act 

of stamping 5 a printed or stamped piece of paper that for some restneted 
purpose IS I'sed as a token ofcredit or occasionally of debit eg aposTAOL 
STAMP b a stamp used as evidence that tax has been paid c trading 
STAMP 

'stamp .duty n a tax on certain legal documents 
'stampede Atam'peed/ n 1 a wild headlong rush or flight of fnghtened 
animals 2 a sudden mass movement of people (AmerSp estampida, fr Sp, 
crash, fr estampar to stamp, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG stampfon to 
stamp] 

’stampede vb to (cause to) run away or rush in panic or on impulse 
'stamping .ground Atamping/ n a favounte or habitual haunt 
'stamping .mill n siamp mii i 
'stamp .mill n a mill in which ore is crushed 
stamp out vt to eradicate, destroy /stamp out crime) 

Stance /stahns, stans/ n la a way of standing or being placed b 
intellectual or emotional attitude /foolr an anti-umon > 2 the position 
of body or feet from which a sportsman (c g a batsman or golfer) plays 
[MF estance position, posture, stay, fr (assumed) VE stantia, fr L slant-, 
stans, prp of stare to stand] 

Stanch, staunch /stawnch, stahnch/ vt to check or stop the flow of < cd 
her tears)-, also to stop the flow of blood from (a wound) [ME staunchen, 
fr MF estancher, fr (assumed) VL stanticare, fr L slant-, stans, prp] 
stanchion Atahnsh(a)n/ vt or n (to provide with) an upright bar, post, 
or support (e g for a rooO [n ME stanchon, fr MF estanchon, fr OF, aug 
of estance stay, prop; vb fr n] ,, 

'stand /stand/ vb stood /stood/ vi la to support oneself on the feet in 
an erect position b to be a specified height when fully erect 2) 

c to nse to or maintain an erect or upnght position (his hair stood on end) 
2a to take up or maintain a specified position or posture < ^ aside) b to 
maintain one's position < ^ Hrm) 3 to be in a specified state or situation 
('^s accused) 4 to sail in a specified direction ('^mg into harbour) 5a 
to have or maintain a relative position (as lO m a graded scale < ^ s first 
in his class) b to be in a position to gam or lose because of an action taken 
, or a commitment made (^% to make quite a profit) 6 to occupy a place 
or location (the house ^son a hilf) 7 to remain stationary or inactive 
(the car stood in the garage for a week) 8 to agree, accord - chiefly in 
it stands to reason 9a to exist in a definite (written or pnnted) form (copy 
a passage exactly as it ^ s> (that is how the situation '^sat present) b 
to remain valid or effective (the order given last week still ^ s> 10 chiefly 
Br to be a candidate in an election ^ vt la to endure or undergo 
trial) (this book will ^ the test of time) b to tolerate, bear; put up with 


(can't ^ his boys) c to benefit from, do with <^l(x>ks as if he could ^ a 
good sleep) 2 to remain firm in the face of a siege) 3 to perform the 
duty of < ^ guard) 4 to cause to stand, set upright 5 to pay the cost of. 
pay for <77/ you a dinner) - mfml [ME standen, fr OE standan, akin 
to OHG stantan, slan to stand, L stare, Gk histatiai to cause to stand, set, 
histasthai to stand, be standing] stand a chance to have a chance - stand 
by to remain loyal or faithful to / stand by the agreement) - stand for 1 
to be a symbivl for, represent 2 to pennit, put up with - stand on to 
insist on (never stands on ceremony) - stand one in good stead to be of 
advantage or service to one - stand one’s ground to remain firm and 
unyielding in the face of opposition • stand on one’s own feet to think 
or act independently 

’stand n 1 an act, position, or place of standing </ot>A up a ^ near the 
cJiit'> 2a a standstill, also a halt fcr defence or resistance b a usu defensive 
effort of some length or success <a united ^ against the plans for the new 
motorway r- (a last-wicket - of 53 runs) c a stop made by a tounng 
theatrical company, rock group, etc to give a performance 3 a strongly 
or aggressively held position, esp on a debatable issue 4a a structure of 
tiered seats for spectators - often pi with sing meaning b a raised 
platform serving as a point of vantage or display (e g for a speaker or 
exhibit) 5 a small usu temporary and open-air stall where gcxxls are sold 
or displayed hot dog > 6 a place where a passenger vehicle awaits 
hire <a taxi ^ > 7 a frame on or in which slhg may be placed for support 
(an umbrella ) 8 a group of plants or trees growing m a continuous 
area 9 NAm the witness-box 

'standard /'standad/ n 1 a conspicuous flag. ob|ect, etc used to mark a 
rallying pniint, esp in battle, or to serve as an emblem 2a a (long narrow 
tapering) flag b the personal flag of a member of a royal family or of the 
head of a state 3a sthg established by authority, custom, or general 
consent as a model or example a critenon b a (presi-nbed) degree of 
quality or worth c pi moral integrity, principles 4 slhg set up and 
established by authonty as a rule for the measure of quantity, weight, 
value, or quality 5a the fineness and legally fixed weight of the metal used 
in coins b the basis of value m a money system 6 an upnght support 7a 
a shrub or herbaceous plant grown with an erect mam stem so that tl 
forms or resembles a tree b a fruit tree grafted on a stock that does not 
induce dwarfing 8 sthg standard c g a a model of cur supplied without 
optional extras b a musical composition, specif >i popular song, that has 
become a part of the established repertoire [ME, fr MF estanJard rallying 
point, standard, of Gmc origin, akm to OE standan to stand & to OE ord 
point - more at odd] 

’standard adj la being or conforming to a standard, esp as csiablishi*d 
by law or custom ( ^ weight) b sound and usable but not of top quality 
2a regularly and widely used, available, or supplied <j ~ socket) b well 
established and familiar (the ^ weekend television programmes'^ 3 
having recognized and permanent value (a - reference work'y - stan- 
dardize vt, standardization /-die'7aysh(3)n/ n 

'stands rd-,bearer n 1 one who carnes a standard or banner 2 the 
leader of an organization, movement, or party 
.standard devi'ation n a measure of the extent to which values of a 
variable are scattered about a mean value in a frequency distribution (the 
larger the ^ , the more widely dispersed arc the values) sta ns i it s, 
SYMBOL 

.standard 'error n the standard deviation of the distribution of values 
of a statistic (e g the mean) obtained from a large number of samples 
'standard .lamp n a lamp with a tall support that stands on the 
floor 

.standard of 'living n a level of welfare or subsistence maintained by 
an individual, group, or community and shown esp by the level of 
consumption of necessities, comforts, and luxuncs 
'standard .time n the officially established time, with reference to 
Greenwich Mean Tune, of a region or country 
'stSndby Atand.bie/ n, p/ standbys /-.bicz/ one who or that which is held 
in reserve and can be relied on, made, or used m case of necessity 
’standby adj 1 held near at hand and ready for use equipment) 2 
relating to the act or condition of standing by (^ duty) 
stand by w I to be present but remain aloof or inactive (calmly stood 
by and watched those trying to help) 2 to wait in a state of readiness 
/stand by for action) 

Stand down vi 1 to leave the witness-box 2 chiefly Br to relinquish 
(candidature for) an office or position 3 chiefly Br, of a soldier to go off 
duly '^vt chiefly Br to send (soldiers) off duty; broadly to dismiss 
(workers); lay off 

'8tand‘,in n 1 one who is employed to occupy an actor's place while lights 
and camera are made ready 2 a substitute - stand in vi 
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'standing /'standing/ adj 1 used or designed for standing in places'/ 

2 not yet cut or harvested < ~ timber} < ^ grain} 3 not flowing; stagnant 
<-*■ wafer) 4 continuing in existence or use indeflnitely (a - o/Ter) 5 
established by law or custom (a ^ joke} 6 done from a standing position 
<a ~ jump} {a ovation} 

'standing n la length of service or cxpenence. esp as determining rank, 
pay, or pnvilege b position, status, or condition, esp in relation to a group 
or other individuals in a similar field, esp good reputation (his ^ in the 
Labour party} 2 maintenance of position or condition, duration (a 
custom of long ~ > 

Standing army n a permanent army of paid soldiers 
.standing 'order n 1 a rule governing the procedure of an organization, 
which remains in force until specifically changed 2 an instruction (e g to 
a banker or newsagent) in force until specifically changed 
'Standing .room n space for standing, esp accommodation available for 
spectators or passengers after all seats are filled 
Standing stone n a menhir 

standing wave n a vibration of a bexly or physical system in which the 
amplitude vanes from point to point but is constant at any particular 
point 

'stand.off /-.of/ n, NAm a tie. deadlock 

'stand-.off, stand-ofT half n the player in rugby positioned between the 
scrum-half and the three-quarter backs sport 
Stand off w, of a horse to take off early for a jump 
standoffish /.stand'ofish/ adj reserved, aloof - standofflshly adv 
stand out w la to appear (as if) m relief; project b to be prominent or 
conspicuous 2 to be stubborn in resolution or resistance 
'Stand, over /-.ohva/ adj or n. Austr (of or being) a violent cnminal (a 
- gang} 

'stand.pipe /-.piep/ n \ pipe fitted with a tap and used for outdoor water 
supply 

'stand, point /-.poynt/ n a position from which objects or principles are 
viewed and according to which they are compared and judged 
'standstill /-.stil/ n a state in which motion or progress is absent, a 
stop 

Stand to w to take up a position of readiness (e g for action or inspection) 
(ordered the men to stand to) 

'stand-, up adj 1 stiffened to stay upright without folding over (a ^ 
collar} 2 performed in or requiring a standing position (a meaf> 3 
(having an act) consisting of |okes usu performed solo standing before an 
audience (a ^ comedian) 

Stand up vi 1 to nse to or maintain a standing or upnght position 2 to 
remain sound and intact under stress, attack, or close scrutiny ^ vt to fail 
to keep an appointment with - stand up for to defend against attack or 
criticism ~ stand up to 1 to withstand efficiently or unimpaired (a car 
which can stand up to rough handling} 2 to face boldly 
Stanford-Binet test /.stanfod bi'nay/ n an intelligence test prepared 
at Stanford University as a revision of the Binet-Simon scale [Stanford 
University, California, USA] 

stang /slang/ n ^ Thailand at nationauty [fhai] 
stank /stangk/ past of stink 

stannary /'stanon/ n a region containing tinworks - usu pi with sing 
meaning [ML stannana tin mine, fr LL stannum tin] 

Stannic Atamk/ adj of or containing (tetravalent) tin (prob fr F 
stannique, fr LL stannum tin, fr L, an alloy of silver and lead, prob of Celt 
ongin; akin to Com sten tin] 

stannous /'stanas/ adj of or containing (bivalent) tin [ISV, fr LL 
stannum] 

Stanza Atanza/ n a division of a poem consisting of a senes of lines 
arranged together in a usu recurring pattern of metre and rhyme [It. slay, 
abode, room, stanza, fr (assumed) VL stantia stay - more at stancc] - 
stanzaic /-'zayik/ adj 

stapes Ataypeez/ n, pi atapeSf stapedes Ataypi,deez/ the innermost of 
the chain of 3 small bones in the ear of a mammal; the stirrup -.1^ nlrvc: 
[NL staped-, stapes, fr ML, stirrup, alter, of LL stapia] 

Staph /staf/ n a staphylococcus - staph adj 
staphylococcus /.stafiloh'kokas/ n, pi staphylococci /-'kok(s)ie, -si/ 
any of vanous sphencal bactena that include parasites of skin and mucous 
membranes and cause boils, septic inflictions of wounds, etc [NL, genus 
name, fr Gk staphyle bunch of grapes (akin to OE staef stafT) NL 
•cocci/sj - staphylococcal /-'kokl/ also staphylococcic /-'kok(s)ik/ adj 
'staple /staypl/ vt or n (to provide with or secure by) a a U-shaped metal 
loop both ends of which can be driven into a surface (c g to secure sthg) 
b a small piece of wire with ends bent at nght angles which can be dnven 
through thin sheets of matenal, esp paper, and clinched to secure the 


Items [n ME stapel post, staple, fr OE stapol post, akin to MD stapel step, 
heap, emporium, OE steppan to step, vb fr n] 

'staple n 1 a chief commodity or production of a place 2a a commodity 
for which the demand is constant b sthg having widespread and constant 
use or appeal c the sustaining or pnncipal element, substance 3 raw 
MAitRiAi 4a a textile fibre (c g wool or rayon) of relatively short length 
that when spun and twisted forms a yarn rather than a filament b the 
length of a piece of such textile fibre as a distinguishing charactcnstic of 
the raw material [ME, trading centre, fr MD stapel emponum] 

'staple ad/ 1 used, needed, or enjoyed constantly, usu by many individuals 
2 produced regularly or in large quantities < crops such as wheat and 
nee/ 3 principal, chief 

Stapler /'staypb/ n a small usu hand-operated device for inserting wire 

staples ['STAPLT ♦ ^-er] 

'star /stah/ n 1 any natural luminous body visible in the sky, esp at night, 
specif any of many celestial bodies of gr^t mass that give out light and 
arc fuelled by nuclear fusion reactions - astronomy 2b(1) a planet 
or a configuration of the planets that is held in astrology to influence a 
person’s destiny - often pi (2) pi an astrological forecast, a horoscope b 
a waxing or waning fortune or fame (her — was nsmg} 38 a figure with 
5 or more points that represents a star, esp an a.stensk JjT symbol b 
an often star-shaped ornament or medal worn as a badge of honour, 
authority, or rank or as the insignia of an order c any of a group of 
stylized stars used to place sthg in a scale of value or quality ~ often in 
combination (a 4-siar hotef) 4a a (highly publicized) performer in the 
cinema or theatre who plays leading roles b an outstandingly talented 
performer (a of the running track} [ME sierre, fr OE steorra, akin 
to OHG sterno star, L Stella, Gk aster, astron] - starless adj, starlike 
adj 

'star vh -rr- vt 1 to sprinkle or adorn (as lO with stars 2 to mark with 
a star or an asterisk 3 to advertise or display prominently, feature (the 
film s a famous stage personality) - vi to play the most prominent or 
important role (now ^ nng in a West-End musical} 

'star ad) of. being, or appropriate to a star (received ^ treatment} 

'star .appla n (the apple-shaped edible fruit oO a tropical Amcncan tree 
of the sapodilla family grown for ornament or fruit 
'starboard Atahbad/ adj orn (of or aj)^ihe nght side of a ship or aircraft 
looking forwards - compare port ship [ME sterhord, fr OE 
steorbord, fr s/eor- steenng oar t bord ship’s side - more at ’steer, 
board] 

'starboard vt to turn or put (a helm or rudder) to the nght 
'starch /siahch/ vt to stiffen (as lO with starch [ME sterchen, prob fr 
(assumed) OE stercan to stiffen, akin to OE stearc stiff - more at 
stark] 

'starch n 1 an odourless tasteless complex carbohydrate that is the chief 
storage form of carbohydrate in plants, is an imponaiit foodstuff, and is 
used also in adhesives and sizes, in laundenng, and in pharmacy and 
medicine 2 a stiff formal manner, formality 
Star Chamber n a court in England that wa.s abolished in 1641, had 
both civil and cnminal junsdiction, and was noted for its arbitrary and 
oppressive procedures, broadly, often not cap any oppressive tnbunal 
Starchy Asiahchi/ adj 1 of or containing (much) starch foods} 2 
marked by formality or stiffness - starchily adv, starchiness n 
'star-.crossed adj not favoured by the stars, ill-fated (a pair of - lovers 
take their life - Shak) 

'stardom /-d(a)m/ n the status or position of a celebnty or star (the 
actress quickly reached ^ } 

'stardust /-.dust/ n a feeling or impression of romance or magic 
'stare /stea/ vi 1 to look fixedly, often with wide-open eyes 2 to stand 
out conspicuously (the error d from the page') 3 esp of an animaTs coat 
to appear rough and lustreless vt to bnng to a specified state by stanng 
his opponent into submission} [ME staren, fr OE stanan, akin to 
OHG staren to stare, L strenuus strenuous. Gk stereos solid, Lith stannti 
to stiffen] 

'stare n a stanng look 

starfish Atah,fish/ n any of a cla.ss of sea animals that are echinoderms, 
have a body consisting of a central disc surrounded by 5 equally spaced 
arms, and feed largely on molluscs (e g oysters) 

'stargaze /-.gayz/ vi ] to gaze at stars 2 to gaze raptly. contemplatively, 
or absentmindedly. esp to daydream [back-formation fr stargazer] 
'star, gazer /-.gayza/ n 1 an astrologer 2 an astronomer USE chiefly 
humor 

'stark /stahk/ adj 1 sheer, utter nonsense) 2a(l) barren, desolate (1) 
having few or no ornaments; bare (a - white room} b harsh, blunt (the 
^ reality of death} 3 sharply delineated <a -- outline} [ME, stiff, strong. 



' fr OE sfesrc; akin to OHG stare strong, Lith stannti to stiffen - more at 
stare] - aUrkJy adv, starkneas n 

^tark adv to an absolute or complete degree; wholly <'^ ranng mad) 
atarkars Atahkaz/ adj, Br completely naked - used predicatively, slang 
[stark *■ ^ (as in soccer) + -s] 

atarlat Atahlit/ n a young film actress being coached and publicized for 
starring roles 

atarling Atahling/ n any of a family of usu dark social birds; esp a dark 
brown (or in summer, glossy greenish black) European bird that lives in 
large social groups [ME, fr OE stxrhnc, fr stser starling + -ling, -hnc 
'ling; akin to OHG stara starling, L s/uniui] 

,Star'Of*'B«thlehem /1)ethhhem/ n any of a genus of plants of the lily 
family with leaves resembling those of grass and white star-shaped flowers 
[fr the star above the town of Bethlehem at the time of Chnst's birth 
(Matt 2:9)1 

Star of David /'dayvid/ n a b-pointed star made from 2 supenmposed 
teral tnangles that is a symbol of Judaism and the State of Israel 
SYMBOL [David, King of Judah m biblical accounts] 

Starry Atahri/ adj la adorned or studded with stars b shining like stars, 
sparkling 2 (seemingly) as high as the stars speculations'} 
.Starry-'ayed adj given to thinking in a dreamy, impractical, or overopti- 
mistic manner 

Stara and Stripaa n p! but sing in constr the flag of the USA, having 
1 3 alternately red and white honzontal stripes and a blue rectangle in the 
top left-hand comer with white stars representing the states 
atar aapphira n a sapphire that reflects light in the form of a star-shaped 
figure, esp when cut with a convex surface 

atar ahall n a shell that on bursting releases a bnlliant light for 
illumination and signalling 
'atar<,apanglad adj studded with surs 

'atar-,atuddad adj full of or covered with stars <a ^ cast}(^a ^ 
uniform} 

'atart /staht/ vt li to move suddenly and violently, spnng <^cd angnly 
to his feet} b to react with a sudden bnef involuntary movement <^ed 
when a shot rang out} 2a to issue with sudden force <Jbtood ~ mg from 
the wouno) b to come into being, activity, or operation (when does the 
film ^7} $10 (seem to) protrude <Aij eyes ^ ing from their sockets} 4a 
to begin a course or journey <^ed out at dawn} b to range from a 
specified imtial point (^holiday prices ^ from around £8(f} 5 to begin an 
activity or undertaking, esp to begin work b to be a participant at the start 
of a sportmg contest ^vt 1 to cause to leave a place of concealment, flush 
a rabbif} 2 to bring into being a rumour} 3 to begin the use or 
employment of a fresh loaf of bread} 4a to cause to move, act, 
operate, or do sthg specified ithe noise ^ed the baby crying} the 
motor} b to act as starter of (e g a race) c to cause to enter or begin a 
game, contest, or business activity (only had £500 to -- him}, broadly 
to put in a starting position 5 to perform or undergo the first stages or 
actions of, begin ed studying music at the age of 5} [ME sterten, akin 

to MHG sterzen to stand up stiffly, move quickly, Lith stannti to stiffen 
- more at stare] - start something to cause trouble - to start with 1 at 
the beginning; initially 2 taking the first point to be considered 
^tart n 1 a sudden involuntary bodily movement or reaction (e g from 
surprise or alarm) 2 a beginning of movement, activity, or development 
3a a lead conceded at the start of a race or competition b an advantage, 
lead; head start (gained a 3 days’ ^ on the police} (his background 
gave him a good ~ in politics} 4 a place of beginning 
•tartar Atahta/ n 1 one who initiates or sets going, esp one who gives 
the signal to start a race 2a one who is in the starting lineup of a race 
or competition b one who begins to engage in an activity or process 3 
sby who or sthg that causes sthg to begm operating, e g a a self-starter 
b material containing microorganisms used to induce a desired fermenta- 
tion c a compound used to start a chemical reaction 4a sthg that is the 
beginning of a process, activity, or senes b chiefly Br the first course of 
a meal - often pi with sing, meaning 

'•tarting .handle Atahting/ n, Br a crank used to start an internal- 
combustion engine 

•taitia Atahtl/ vb ftaitUBg Atahtlmg/ to (cause to) be suddenly 
fnghtened or surprised and usu to (cause to) make a sudden brief 
movement [ME stertlen, freq of sterten to start] - startling adj, startlingly 
adv 

•larva /stahv/ W la to die from lack of food b to suffer or feel extreme 
hunger 2 to suffer or perish from deprivation <^d for affection} 3 
archaic or dial to suffer or perish from cold ^ vT to cause to starve [ME 
sferven to die, fr OE steorfan-, akin to OHG sterban to die, Lith stannti 
to stiffen - more at stare] - starratioB A*vaysh(a)n/ n 


•tarveling Atahvling/ n a person or animal that is thin (as d) from lack 
of food 

'•taah /stash/ vt to store in a usu secret place for future use - often f 
away [ongin unknown) 

^staah n, chiefly NAm 1 a hiding place, a cache 2 sthg stored or hidden 
away 

stasis /'staysis/ n, pi stases /-seeiy 1 a slowing or stoppage of the normal 
flow of body fluids 2 a state of static balance, stagnation [NL, fr Gk, act 
or condition of standing, stopping, fr histasthat to sund - more at 
stand] 

-stasis /-'staysis/ comb form ( n), pi -stases /-stayseez/ 1 stoppage, 

slowing down; inhibition (haemo&iasis} (bactenostasis} 2 stable state 
</io/noeosta$is> [NL, fr Gk stasis standing, stopping] 

-Stat /-stat/ comb form { * n) agent or device for regulating 
(thermostat} (rheostat} [NL -stata, fr Gk -states one who or that which 
stops or steadies, fr histanai to cause to stand - more at stand] 

'state /stayt/ /i la a mode or condition of being (with regard to 
circumstances, health, temperament, etc) (a ^ of readiness} (a highly 
nervous b a condition of abnormal tension or excitement (don’t get 
ina ^ about it} 2a a condition or stage in the physical being of sthg (the 
gaseous ^ of water} b any of various conditions charactenzed by definite 
quantities (e g of energy, angular momentum, or magnetic moment) in 
which an atomic system may exist 3a social position; esp high rank b(l) 
luxunous style of living (2) fonnal dignity, pomp - usu « in 4 estate 
1 5 a politically organized (sovereign) body, u.su occupying a definite 
territory; also its political organization 6 the operations of the govern- 
ment (matters of ‘^} 1 often cap a constituent unit of a nation having 
a federal government [ME stat, fr OF & L, OF estat, fr L status, fr status, 
pp of stare to stand - more at stani^] - statehood n 
^state vt 1 to set. esp by regulation or authonty, specify 2 to express the 
particulars of. esp in words, broadly to express in words - statable, 
stateable adj, stated adj, statedly adv 

State capitalism n an economic system in which capitalism is modified 
by .some state control 

'state, craft /-.krahft/ n the art of conducting state aflairs 
State Enrolled Nurse n a nurse who has successfully followed a 2-year 
course in practical nursing in Britain 

'state.house /-.hows/ n the building in which a US state legislature 
sits 

'stateless /-lis/ adj having no nationality (a person} - stateless- 
ness n 

'Stately /-li/ adj 1 imposing, dignified < language} 2 impressive in size 
or proportions > stateliness n, stately adv 

.stately 'home n, Br a large country residence, usu of histoncal or 
architectural interest and open to the public 

statement /’staytmant/ n I stating orally or on paper 2 sthg stated e g 
a a report of facts or opinions b a single declaration or remark, an 
assertion 3 proposition 2 4 the presentation of a theme in a musical 
composition 5 a summary of a financial account 6 an outward expres.sion 
of thought, feeling, etc made without words (painted the room bright blue 
to make a definite — > 

.State-of-the-'art adj using (the most advanced) technology available at 
the present time (a ^ aircraft design} 

Stater Atayta/ n any of various ancient gold or silver coins of the Greek 
city-states [ME, fr LL, fr Gk stater, lit., a unit of weight, fr histanai to 
cause to stand, weigh - more at stand] 

State Registered Nurse n a fully qualified nurse in Bntain 
'stateroom /-.roohm, -room/ n 1 a large room in a palace or similar 
building for use on ceremonial occasions 2 a (large and comfortable) 
private cabin in a ship 

States /stayts/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the USA 
state school n a Bntish school that is publicly financed and provides 
compulsory free education 

.state's 'evidence n, often cap S (one who gives) evidence for the 
prosecution in US cnminal proceedings 

States General n pi I the assembly of the 3 French estates before the 
Revolution 2 the legislature of the Netherlands from the ISth c 
to 1796 

'State, side /-.sied/ adj or adv of. in, or to the USA 
'statesman /-man/, fern 'statca.woiiuui n, pi BtatcaoieB /-man/, fern 
stateiwomen 1 one versed in or esp engaged in the business of a 
government 2 one who exercises political leadership wisely and without 
narrow partisanslup - stitesmanllkc, statesnuuily adj, statemaiisbip n 
state socialism n an economic system with limited socialist character- 
istics introduced gradually by political action 
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states' rights n pi, often cap S&R ail nghts not vested by the US 
Constitution in the federal government nor forbidden by it to the separate 
states 

state trial n a tnal for offences against the state 
'static /'statik/ also sUticsl /-kl/ adj 1 exerting force by reason of weight 
alone without motion <-- Ioady<^^ pressure} 2 of or concerned with 
bodies at rest or forces in equilibrium 3 characterized by a lack of 
movement, animation, progression, or change <a pt^pulation} 4 of. 
producing, or being stationary charges of electricity 5 of or caused by 
radio static [NL staticus, fr Gk slatikos causing to stand, skilled in 
weighing, fr histanai to cause to stand, weigh -- more at stand] • statically 
adv 

’static n (the electrical disturbances causing) unwanted signals in a radio 
or television system, atmospherics [s/ar/c e/ectncity] 

•static comb form ( adj) 1 causing slowing of. inhibiting ibacteno- 
static) 2 regulating, maintaining in a steady state 
<t/ief7n()sialic> (homoeostatic) 

Statice Atatisi/ n sia lavlndfr (NL, genus of herbs, fr L. an 
astringent plant, fr Gk statike, fr fern of statikos causing to stand, 
astnngentj 

statics /'statiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a branch of mechanics 
dealing with the relations of forces that produce equilibnum among solid 
bodies 

'station Ataysh(3)n/ n 1 the place or position in which sthg or sby stands 
or IS assigned to stand or remain 2 a stopping place, esp (the buildings 
at) a regular or major stopping place for trains, buses, etc 3a a post or 
sphere of duty or occupation b a post or area to which a military or naval 
force IS assigned, also, sing or pi in constr the officers or society at a station 
c a stock farm or ranch in Australia or New Zealand 4 standing, rank 
\a unman of high ^ 5 a place for specialized observation and study of 
scientific phenomena <a manne biology ->' > 6 a place established to 
provide a public service, esp polio station 7a (the equipment in) an 
establishment equipped for radio or television transmission or reception 
b CHANNi i 1F(2) (ME stacioun, fr MF station, fr L station-, statio, fr 
status, pp of stare to stand - more at stand] 

’station vt to assign to or set in a station or position, post 
stationary /'stayshan(p)n/ adj la having a fixed position, immobile b 
geostationary 2 unchanging in condition 
stationary wave n standing wavf 

stationer Atayshana/ n one who deals in stationery (ME staciouner, fr 
ML stationanus, fr station-, statio shop, fr L, station] 
stationery Ataysh3n(3)n/ n matenals (e g paper) for wnting or typing, 
specif paper and envelopes for letter wnting (s/aDoner] 

‘station, master /-.mahsta/ n an official in charge of a railway 
station 

stations of the cross n pi often cap SAC (a devotion involving 
meditation before) a senes of images or pictures, esp in a church, that 
represent the 14 stages of Chnst's sufTeniigs and death 
'Station .wagon n, chiefly NAm fstatt car 
Statism Atay,tiz(3)m/ n concentration of economic controls and plan- 
ning in the hands of the stale - statist n or adj 
statistic Ata'tistik/ n a single term or quantity in or computed from a 
collection of statistics, specif (a function used to obtain) a numcncal value 
(e g the standard deviation or mean) used in descnbing and analysing 
statistics [back-formation fr statistics] 

statistical mechanics /sta'tistikl/ n pi but sing in constr a branch of 
mechanics dealing with the application of the pnnciples of statistics to the 
mechanics of a system consisting of a large number of parts having 
motions that differ by small steps over a large range 
statistics /sta'tistiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 a branch ui 
mathematics dealing with the collectioi^nalysis. interpretation, and 
presentation of masses of numerical data 2 a collection of quantitat- 
ive data [G statistik study of political facts and figures, fr NL statisticus 
of politics, fr L status state] - statistical adj, statistically adv, statistician 
/,stati'stish(9)n/ n 

stator Atayta/ n a stationary part in a machine in or about which a rotor 
revolves [NL, fr L, one who or that which stands, fr status, pp of stare 
to stand - more at stand] 

'statuary Atatyooan/ n statues collectively 
’statuary adj of or suiuble for statues marble} 
statue Atatyooh, -chooh/ n a likeness (eg of a person or animal) 
sculptured, cast, or modelled in a solid material (e g bronze or stone) 
[ME, fr MF, fr L stataa, fr statucre to set up - more at statute] - 
statuette /-'ct/ n 


.statu'esque /-'esk/ adj resembling a sutue, esp in dignity, shapeliness, 
or formal beauty - statuesquely adv, statuesqueness n 
stature /'stachs/ n 1 natural height (e g of a person) in an upright 
position 2 quality or status gained by growth, development, or achieve- 
ment (ME, fr OF, fr L siatura, fr status, pp of stare to stand - more at 
SI and] 

status Ataytas/ n 1 the condition of sby or sthg (in the eyes of the law) 

2 (high) position or rank in relation to others or in a hierarchy (L - more 
at siatf] 

.status 'quo /kwoh/ n the existing state of affairs (seeks to preserve the 
~ ) (L, state in which] 

‘status .symbol n a possession serving to indicate high social status or 
wealth 

statute /'statyooht/ n 1 a law passed by a legislative body and recorded 
1 AW 2 a rule made by a corporation or its founder, intended as 
permanent (ME, fr OF statut, fr LL statutum law. regulation, fr L, neut 
of statutus, pp of statuere to set up, station, fr status position, condition, 
state] 

Statute book n the whole body of legislation of a given juasdiction 
statute law n enacted wntten law 
statute mile n mhf la 

statute of limitations n a statute stipulating a time after which nghts 
cannot be enforced or offences punished 

statutory /'statyoot(a)n/, statutable /-tabl/ adj established, regulated, 
or imposed by or in conformity to statute <a age limit} - statutorily 
/-t(3)rdli/, statutably adv 

statutory instrument n an official document recording any law 
which has been made by a minister exercising his or her delega^ 
legislative powers and which has not gone through parliament ZIt 

LAW 

'staunch /stawnch/ vt to stanch 

’staunch adj steadfast in loyalty or pnnciple (ME. fr MF estanche, fern 
of estanc, fr OF. fr estancher to stanch] - staunchly adv, staunefa- 
ness n 

'stave /stayv/ n 1 staff la, 2 2 any of the narrow stnps of wood or iron 
placed edge to edge to form the sides, covenng, or lining of a vessel (e g 
a barrel) or structure 3 a supporting bar, esp rung lb 4 a stanza S staff 

3 (back-formation fr staves, pi of staff] 

’stave V/ staved, stove /stohv/ 1 to crush or break inwards - usu in 
2 to provide with staves 

stave off vt to ward or fend off. esp temporarily 
staves pi of staif 

'stay /stay/ n a strong rope, now usu of i^e. used to support a ship's mast 
or similar tali structure (e g a flagstaff) — ship [ME, fr OE staeg\ akin 
to ON stag OE stde steel] 

’stay vt to support (c g a chimney) (as if) with stays 
’stay v; 1 to continue in a place or condition; remain here}(^ed 
auake} 7 to take up temporary residence, lodge 3a to keep even in a 
contest or nvalry < — with the leaders} hofa racehorse to run well over 
long distances 4 archaic to stop going forwards, pause 5 archaic to stop 
doing sthg. cease ^vt 1 to last out (e g a race) 2 to stop or delay the 
proceeding, advance, or course of. halt an execution} [ME stayen, 
fr MF ester to stand, slay, fr L stare - more at stand] - stay put lo be 
finnly fixed. aUached. or established 

*stay n la stopping or being stopped b a suspension of judicial procedure 
(a ^ of execution} 2 a residence or sojourn in a place 
’stay n 1 sby who or sthg that serves as a prop; a support 2 a corset 
stiffened with bones - usu pi with sing meaning [MF estaie, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OHG stan to stand - more at stand] 

’stay vt to provide physical or moral support for; sustain 
'8tay-at-,home n or adj (one) prefernng to remain in his/her own home, 
kxrality, or country- 

stayer /'staya/ n a racehorse that habitually stays the course ['stay 
+ '-fr] 

'staying .power Ataymg/ n stamina 

staysail /'stay.sayl; tech -sal/ n a fore-and-aft sail hoisted on a stay 
'Stay .stitch n a line of stitches sewn round an edge (e g a neckline) 
before making up a garment in order to prevent the cloth from stretch- 
ing 

Stead /Sled/ n the office, place, or function ordinanly occupied or earned 
out by sby or sthg else (acted in his brother's > [ME stede place, site, 
advantage, fr OE, place; akin to OHG stat place, stan to stand] 
steadfast Ated.fahst, -fast/ adj la firmly fixed in place or position <a 
^ gaze} b not subject to change 2 firm in belief, determination, or 
adherence, loyal - steadfastly adv, ateadfastness n 



statistics 


958 


Statistics is the compilation, presentation and analysis of 
many related items of data, which as individual items are 
unreliable or insignificant. The word originally meant 'state 
arithmetic', as the first statistics were compiled for census or 
tax purposes. It now means (a) an assembly of related facts 
or (b) the mathematical technique of drawing probable 
conclusions from them. Thus a compilation of totals of 
smokers and non-smokers, showing the numbers of each 
who died from lung cancer over a certain period of time, is 
statistics in the first sense. The deduction from the figures 
that lung cancer is significantly correlated with smoking 
requires statistics in the second sense 


mode of histogram 


Statistical data can be 
presented in tabular form, or in 
many forms of graphic display. 
Thus this table shows the 
percentage of the major 
elements in the earth's crust: 


Element 

Oxygen 

Silicon 

Aluminium 

Iron 

Calcium 

Sodium 

Others 


% 

46 

27 

8 

5 

4 

3 

7 




Others 


A graphical presentation - a 
'pie chart' in this case - can 
give the data much more 
effectively 


Histograms and statistical distributions. The diagram shows 
the scatter of shots from a gun aimed at a distant target 
The shots are divided into specific error-bands, and the 
height of each block in the histogram represents the number 
of shots falling within that band. The tallest block 
represents the most 'popular' single error-band, the mode of 
the distribution The median of the distribution is the value 
which divides the shots evenly into two. half falling nearer 
than the median value, and half falling further away 
Similarly, the median and the upper and tower quartiles 
divide the shots into four equal groups The conventional 
average or mean, obtained by adding all 
the errors and dividing by the total 
number of shots, need not coincide with 
either mode or median Here it is greater 
than either, being heavily influenced by 
the long 'tail' of very wide shots Divided 
into sufficiently narrow blocks, the 
histogram would shade into the limiting 
distribution curve shown, which could be 
mathematically analysed 


Feb Mar Apr May Jun 


Correlation. The diagram shows the (hypothetical) sales of 
eggs and of bacon over a year. It is clear that they tend to 
fluctuate together, ie are correlated to some degree, though 
the results for any one month (eg May) would not reveal it 
very convincingly. A statistical analysis would show the 
degree of correlation, as well as a measure of the likelihood 
that it had happened by chance. 


normal 

i 

The normal distribution 

is one of the most 
fundamental of statistical 
distributions. The heights of 
European males, the 
nOmber of 'heads' in a set 
of penny-tossings, and the 
production errors in many 
processes are all 
phenomena which are 9 
'normally distributed'. 

The mean, median, and mode of the distribution all coincide 
at Its peak. P. and its spread is defined by a single number - 
the standard deviation o (sigma). 68% of a normally 
distributed set of values will be found within 1o of the mean 
value. And while the distribution theoretically 'tails' to 
infinity in both directions, only 0.26% of values are further 
than 3o from the mean. 
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statistics <a> 



In a populatton of 300 people 
1 50 have brown hair 
96 have fair hair 
54 have black hair 

the probability of a person chosen at random having brown 
hair will be 


Pr (brown hair) 


no 


with brown hair 
total 


1 50 
300 


- >2 le 1 in 2 


Horse racing has a 'probability language' all of its own The 
odds offered by bookies are trading figures, rather than 
actual probabilities: odds of A.B on mean that A + B are the 
total chances presented, of which A are favourable (horse 
wins) but B are unfavourable (horse loses) If these odds 
represented the true probability then the chances of the 

horse winning would be . _ 

A -f- D 

So odds of 2 1 on implies 2 chances of winning for every 1 
of losing The bookie, offered C2 on such terms, would 
undertake to return C3 if the horse won But its real phance 
of winning must be less than otherwise the bookie could 
not make any profit. 

Similarly, odds of 6 1 against means 6 chances of losing to 
1 of winning the bookie would accept a £1 bet and return 
£ 7 if the horse won 


the 'probability' is the estimated relative frequency of 
somethirtg happening or being true All probabilities are 
greater than or equal to 0 and less than or equal to 1 

1 

Probabilities can be presented on a scale 



you are looking at this 

It IS not your birthday month 


a tossed coin will land facing 
heads up 


you were born on a Tuesday 
you will live forever 


There are two laws of probability. 


The multiplication law - for events 
which are completely independent 
If a com IS tossed, and at the same 
moment a die is thrown, the 
probability of obtaining 'heads' and 
a SIX IS given by 

Pr (heads, six) ^ 

le a 1 in 1 2 chance 

The addition law - for different 
outcomes of the same event. 

1f a com is tossed and a die 
thrown what is the probability of 
getting heads + six OR tails f five? 

Pr (heads, six) - 
Pr (tails, five) - 



Pr (heads, six; or tails, five) 

12 12 6 



The laws of probability govern all 
forms of gambling. 




On the racecourse itself the odds and the number of the 
horse are signalled to the bookies by their tic tac men, using 
a code of signals that varies m detail depending on the 
country m which the race is taking place 


Fruit machine theory 


first reel 


second reel 


third reel 
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Each reel of this slot machine contains 7 different symbols, 
which means there are 343 (7^7x7) possible 
combinations Only twelve of these pay back any money, 
but some of the twelve can be made several ways on the 
top line. The combination of one cherry plus any two other 
symbols can be made with either of 2 cherries on the first 
reel and anything not a cherry on the second and third reel. 
But a line of 3 sevens, for example, can only be made one 
way, thus reducing the chances of a large winning. 



kt^ading Ateding/ n a small farm [ME steding fr stedc place 
farm] 

'steady Atedi/ la firm in position not shaking rocking etc b direct 
or sure unfaltering <a ^ Aand> 2 showing or continuing with little 
vanation or fluctuation stable uniform pnce$><a ^ pace) 3a not 
easily moved or upset calm nerves') b dependable constant c not 
given to dissipation sober [stead f y] - steadily adv steadiness n 
^Steady vb to make keep or become steady steadier n 
*ataady adv 1 in a steady manner steadily 2 on the course set - used as 
a direction to the helmsman of a ship 
Steady n a boyfnend or girl fnend with whom one is going steady 
mfhil 

ataady state n a dynamically balanced state or condition of a system 
or process that tends to remain when once achieved 
Steady state theory n a theory in cosmology the universe has always 
existed and has always been expanding with matter being created continu 
ously - compare bio bang thfory 

Steak /stayk/ n la a slice of meat cut from a fleshy part^e g the rump) 
of a (beef) carcass and suitable for grilling or frying ^ ^ mla i b a 
poorer quality less tender beef cut usu from the neck and she ulder 
suitable for braising or stewing 2 a cross sectional slice from between the 
centre and tail of a large fish compare cim et 2 [MEsreke frONsreik 
akin to ON steikja to roast on a stake suk stick stake - more at 
‘stick] 

■tool /steel/ vb stole /stohl/ stolen /'stohbn/ vi 1 to take the property 
of another 2 to come or go secretly or unobtrusively la to take 
without leave esp secretly or by force and with intent to keep b to 
appropriate entirely to oneself or beyond one s proper share < the show > 
2 to accomplish obtain or convey in a secretive unobserved or furtive 
manner a visit) <stole a glance at him) 3 to seize or gam by tnckery 
or skill <a footballer adept at ^ mg the ball) [ME stelen fr OE stelan 
akin to OHG stelan to steal] stealer n steal a march to gam an 
advantage unobserved usu ^ on steal soffleone*s thunder to appropn 
ate or adapt sthg devised by another in order to take the credit due to 
him/her 

•twalth /ste'ih/ n 1 the act or action of proceeding furtively or unobtrus 
ively 2 the state of being furtive or unobtrusive [ME stelthe- akin to OE 
stelan to steal] 

Sttalthy /stelthi/ adj 1 slow deliberate and secret in action or charac 
ter 2 intended to escape observation furtive stealthily adv stealthi 

ness n 

'steam /steem/ n 1 a vapour given ofT by a heated substance 2a the 
vapour into which water is converted when heated to its ttoilmg point b 
the mist formed by the condensation of water vapour when cooled 3a 
energy or power generated (as if) by steam under pressure b dnving force 
power (got there under his own •^)-in[m\ [ME sfem frOEs/ca/n akin 
to D stoom steam] - letAlow off steam to release pent up emotions 
*ataam w 1 to nse or pass off as vapour 2 to give off steam or vapour 
3a to move or travel (as lO by steam power (e g in a steamship) b to 
proceed quickly 4 to become cooked by steam 5 to be angry boil < ^ mg 
over the insult he had received) 6 to become covered up or over with 
steam or condensation (his glasses ^ed up) ^vt 1 to give out as fumes 
exhale 2 to apply steam to esp to expose to the action of steam (e g for 
softening or cooking) 

Stwam boat / boht/ n a boat propelled by steam power 
ataam ^haot a the chamber from which steam is distnbuted to a 
cylinder of a steam engine 

ataam angina n a stationary or locomotive engine dnven or worked 
by steam 

ataamar Ateema/ n 1 a device in which articles arc steamed esp a vessel 
in which food » cooked by steam 2a a ship propelled by steam b an 
engine, machine, or vehicle operated or propelled by steam [^steam 
+ * er] 

'ataam iron n an electnc iron with a compartment holding water that 
IS converted to steam by the iron's heat and emitted through the soleplate 
onto the fabric being pressed 

ataam radio n, Br radio considered as antiquated in comparison with 
television - humor 

'’ataam.roNar / ,rohla/ n 1 a machine equipped with wide heavy rollers 
for compacting the surfaces of roads, pavements, etc 2 a crushing force 
cap when ruthlessly applied to overcome opposition 
*ataamrollar also steanroll vt \ to crush (as lO with a steamroller 
the pppoettion) 2 to force to a specified state or condition by the use of 
overwhelmmg pressure <^ed rhe bill through Parliament) vi to move 
or proceed with irresistible force 


ataam ahip / ship/ n sifamer 2a 

ataam turbine n a turbine dnven by (he pressure of steam against (he 
turbine blades 

ataam up vt to make angry or excited arouse 
ateamy /stccmi/ adj 1 consisting of charactenzed by or full of steam 
2 erotic (a ^ love scene;> steamily adv steaimness n 
atearata /stprayt/ n a salt or ester of steanc acid 
atearic acid /stiank sti ank/ n a fatty acid that is obtained from hard 
fat (e g tallow) and whose salts are used in soap manufacture [steanc fr 
F steanque fr Ok stear fat] 

ataarin /stiann/ n 1 an ester of glycerol and steanc acid 2 the solid 
portion of a fat [E stcanne fr Gk stear] 
steat /sti at / steato comb form fat <steato/>'s;s) [Gk fr steat stear 
more at stoni ] 

steatite /stceatiet/ n soapstone [I steatitis a precious stone fr Gk fr 
steat ] steatitic / titik/ adj 

steatopygia / sti atoh piji a/ n the development of excess tat on the 
buttocks esp among Hottentot females [NL fr steat Gk pyge rump 
buttocks akin to Latvian pauga cushion Gk physan to blow more at 
fog] steatopygic, steatopygous / pigis/ adj 
steed /steed/ n a horse esp a spmted horse for state or war chiefly 
poetic [MF stede fr OF steda stallion akin to OF stod stud more at 
STI d] 

'steel /steel/ n 1 commercial iron distinguished from cast iron by its 
malleability and lower carbon content 2 an instrument or implement 
(charactenst ually) of steel e g a a fluted round steel rod with a handle 
for sharpening knives b a piece of steel for stnkmg sparks from flint c 
a strip of steel used for stiffening 3 a quality (e g of mind or spirit) that 
suggests steel esp in strength or hardness ^nerves of ^ [MF stele fr 
OE style stele akin to OHO stahal steel Skt stdkati he resists] 

‘steel vt 1 to make unfeeling harden 2 to fill with resolution or 
determination 

steel band n a band that plays tuned percussion instruments cut out of 
oil drums developed ong m Tnnidad steelbandsman n 
Steel grey adj or n bluish dark grey 

steel guitar n a usu electnc instrument with steel strings that are 
plucked while being pressed with a movable steel bar 
steel wool n long fine loosely compacted steel fibres used esp for 
scounng and burnishing 

Steel works / wuhks/ n pi steelworks an establishment where steel is 
made often pi with sing meaning steelworker n 
Steely /slccli/ adj of or like (the hsrdncss strength or colour of) steel 

steeliness n 

steelyard / yahd/ n a balance in which an object to be weighed is 
suspended from the shorter arm of i lever and the weight determined by 
moving a counterbalance along a graduated scale on the longer arm until 
equilibnum is attained [prob fr steel adj yard (rod)] 
steenbok Atecn bok/ steinbok / stienbok/ n any of a genus of small 
antelopes of the plains of S and E Africa [Afnk steenbok akin to OF 
stanbucca ibex both fr a prchistonc WGmc compound whose elements 
are represented respectively by OE stan stone Sc OE bucca buck] 
'steep /steep/ adj 1 making a large angle with the plane of the honzon 
almost vertical 2 being or charactenzed by a rapid and severe decline or 
increase 3 difficult to accept comply with or carry out excessive infml 
[ME stepe fr OE stcap high steep deep akin to MHG stief steep ON 
staup lump knoll cup] steepen vb steepish adj^ steeply adv steep 
ness n 

‘steep vt 1 to soak in a liquid at a temperature below its boiling point (e g 
for softening or bleaching) 2 to cover with or plunge into a liquid (e g in 
bathing nnsing or soaking) 3 to imbue with or subject thoroughly to 
usu f j/i < ~ ed in history) vi to undergo soaking ms liquid [ME sfepen 
akm to Sw stopa to steep & prob to ON staup cup] 

‘steep n 1 being steeped 2 a liquid in which sthg is steeped 
steeple /steepi/ n (a tower with) a tall spire on a church [ME stepe! 
fr OE stepel tower akin to OE steap steep] 

steeplechase / chays/ n la a horse race across country b a horse 
race over jufpps specif one over a course longer than 2mi (about '1 2km) 
containing fences higher than 4ft 6in (about I 4m) - compare fi at race 
HURDLE 2b 2 a middle distance running race over obstacles specif one 
of 3()00m over 28 hurdles and 7 water jumps [fr the use of church steeples 
as landmarks to guide the nders] - steeplechaser n stoeplechasing n 
steepla jack / lak/n one who climbs chimneys, towers, etc to paint 
repair or demolish them 

'stear /stia/ n a male bovine animal castrated before sexual matunty 



961 


8te 


[ME, fr OE steor young ox; akin to OHG snor young ox, Skt sthavira. 
sthura stout, thick, broad] 

^steer vt l to direct the course of, esp to guide (c g a ship) by mechanical 
means (e g a rudder) 2 to set and hold to (a course) - vi 1 to direct the 
course (e g of a ship or motor vehicle) 2 to pursue a course of action 3 
to be subject to guidance or direction <« car that — s well} [ME stcren, 
fr OE stieran, akin to OE steor- steering oar, Gk stauros stake, cross, 
stylos pillar, Skt sthavira, sthura stout, thick, L stare to stand - more at 
srANi)] ' steerable adj, steerer n - steer clear to keep entirely away 
often « of 

steerage /'stwnj/ n 1 the act or practice of steering, broadly direction 
2 a large section in a passenger ship for passengers paying the lowest fares 
[(2) fr Its orig being located near the rudder] 

'steerage-, way n a rate of motion sufficient to make a ship or boat 
respond to movements of the rudder 
'steering .column Atianng/ n the column that encloses the links 
between the stcenng wheel and the steenng gear of a vehicle 
'steering com.mittee n a committee that determines (he order in 
which business will be taken up (e g in Parliament) 

'steering .wheel n a handwheel by means of which one steers a motor 
vehicle, ship, etc 

steersman /'stiazman/ n a helmsman 

stegosaur Atega.saw/ n any of a large group of dinosaurs with strongly 
developed bony plates along the back [NL Stegosauna, group name, ft 
Stegosaurus, genus name] 

stegosaurus /.stega'sawras/ n any of a genus of large armoured dino- 
saurs of the Upper Jurassic rocks of Colorado and Wyoming 
Lvoi uiioN [NL, genus name, fr Gk stegos roof + sauros lizard - more 

at THAT( 11, SAliKlAN] 

stein /s(h)tien/ n a earthenware beer mug often with a hinged lid 
[prob fr G stemgut stoneware, Ir stem stone + gut goods] 
steinbok /'steenbok, 'stienbok/ n a stcenbok 

stele Ateeh, steel/ n 1 a usu carved or inscribed stone slab or pillar used 
esp as a gravestone 2 the (cylindrical) central vascular portion of the stem 
ol a vascular plant (Gk stele pillar, akin to Gk stelletn to set up - more 
at 'sTAi l] - stelar /steeb, -lah/ adj 

Stellar /'steb/ adj of or composed of (the) stars [LL stellans, fr L stelb 
star - more at siar] 

Stellate /'stebt, -layt/ also stellated /',laytid/ adj resembling a star, esp 
in shape |L Stella] 

stelliform /'steli,fawm/ adj star-shaped [NL stelliformis, fr L Stella + 
-iformis -iform] 

stellular /'stclyoob/ adi 1 star-shaped 2 marked with stars 
'stem /stem/ n la the mam trunk of a plant, specif a pnmary plant axis 
that develops buds and shoots instead of roots b a branch, petiole, or 
other plant pan that suppons a leaf, fruit, etc 2 the bow or prow of a 
vessel, specif the principal frarne member at the bow to which the sides 
arc fixed - compare stfrn ship 3 a line of ancestry, esp a 

fundamental line from which others have ansen 4 that part of a word 
which has unchanged spelling when the word is inflected 5 sthg (hat 
resembles a plant stem e g a a main (venical) stroke of a letter or musical 
note b the tubular part of a tobacco pipe from the bowl outwards, through 
which smoke is drawn c the often slender and cylindncai upright suppon 
between the base and bowl of a wineglass d a shaft of a watch used foi 
winding [ME, fr OE stefn, stemn stem of a plant or ship, OE stefn akin 
to OE stxf staff, OE stemn akin to OE standan to stand] - stcmless adj, 
stemmed adj 

‘stem vt -mm- 1 to make headway against (e g an adverse tide, current, 
or wind) 2 to check or go counter to (sthg adverse) ['stem 2] 

* ‘stem vb -mm- vi to originate - usu + from — vt to remove the stem fmm 
['stem 1] 

‘stem vt -mm- to stop or check (as iQ by damming <'^ a /7ow of bloody 
[ME stemmen to dam up, fr ON stemma, akin to OE stamenan to 
stammer] 

Stem cell n an unspecialized cell (e g in bone marrow) that gives nse to 
differentiated cells (e g blood cells) 

stem Christie, stem chiisty /'kristi/ n a turn in skiing in which the back 
end of one ski is forced outwards from the line of progress and the other 
ski is then brought parallel to it [srem (in act of slowing oneself on skis, 
fr *stem) chnstie, chnsty (a skiing turn), by shortening & alter, fr 
chnstiania] 

Stemma /sterna/ n, pi itraumiti /-mata/ 1 a simple eye present in some 
insects 2 a genealogical list [L, wreath, pedigree (fr the wreaths placed 
on ancestral images), fr Gk, wreath, fr stephdn to crown, enwreathe] 
Sten /sten/, Sten gun n a lightweight British submachine gun [Major 


Sheppard, 20th-c E army officer + Mr Turpin, 20th-c E civil servant ♦ 
England] 

sten- /sten-/, steno- comb form narrow, little (^stenographer) <stenosfs> 
[Gk, fr stenos narrow, close, scanty] 

stench /stench/ n a stink [ME, fr OE stenc, akin to OE sttnean to emit 
a smell - more at stink] 

'stencil Z'slcnsfa)!/ n 1 (a pnnting process using, or a design, pattern, etc 
produced by means of) an impervious matenal (c g a sheet of paper or 
metal) perforated with a design or lettenng through which a substance 
(c g ink or paint) is forced onto the surface below 2 a sheet of strong tissue 
paper impregnated or coated (e g with paraffin or wax) for use esp in 
typing a stencil [ME stanselen to ornament with sparkling colours, fr MF 
estanceler, fr estancele spark, fr (assumed) VL stincilla, fr L scintilla] 

‘stencil vt -II- {NAm -I-, -II-). stencilling, /'stciis(3)l ing/ 1 to produce by 
means of a stencil 2 to mark or paint with a stencil - stenciller n 

Stenography /ste'nografi/ n the wnting and transcription of shorthand 

- stenographer n. stenographic /.stena'grafik/ adj, stenograpfaically 
adv 

stenosis /sti'nohsis/ n, pi stenoses /-see?/ a narrowing or constnction 
of the diameter of a bodily passage or orifice [NL, fr Gk stenosis act of 
narrowing, fr stenoun to narrow, fr stenos] - stenosed /nohzd, -nohst/ 
adj. stenotic /stc'notik/ adj 

stenotype Atenatiep/ trademark ~ used for a small machine rather like 
a typewriter, used to record speech by means of phonograms (e g short- 
hand characters) - stenotype vt, stenotypist /-.tiepist/ n, stenotypy 
Alena, tiepi, stc'noiipi/ n 

stentorian /sten'tawn-an/ adj extremely loud [Stentor, mythical Gk 
herald noted for his loud voice, fr L. fr Gk Stentor] 

'step /step/ 77 1 a rest for the foot in ascending or descending e g a a 
single tread and riser on a stairway, a stair b a ladder rung 2a(l) (the 
distance or space passed over in) an advance or movement made by raising 
the foot and bnnging it down at another point (2) a combination of foot 
(and body) movements constituting a unit or a repeated pattern (a dance 

- > (3) manner of walking; stnde b hx>t?rint 1 c the sound of a 
footstep (heard his '^sin the half) 3 a short distance (just a ^ from the 
beach > A pi a course, way (directed his ^ s towards the nver) 5i a 
degree, grade, or rank in a scale b a stage in a process (was guided 
through every of her career) 6 a block supporting the base of a mast 
7 an action, proceeding, or measure often occurring as 1 in a senes - often 
p] with sing meaning (is raking to improve the situation) basteplike 
offset or part, usu occurnng in a senes 9 pi a stepladder [ME, fr OE 
stxpe: akin to OHG stapfo step, stampfon to stamp] - stcplike adj, 
stepped adj - in step 1 with each foot moMng to the same time as the 
corresponding foot of others or in time to music 2 in harmony or 
agreement -- out of step not in step 

‘step vb -pp- \> la to move by raising the foot and bnnging it down at 
another pxnnt or by moving each foot in succession b to dance 2a to go 
on foot; walk b to be on one’s way; leave - often > along 3 to press down 
on sthg with the foot ('^ on the brake) ^ i f 1 to lake by moving the feel 
m succession (-^3 paces) 2 to go through the steps of, perform (^ a 
minuet) 3 to make (e g a mast) erect by fixing the lower end in a step 
4 to measure by steps <- 50 yards) - usu ♦ off or out 5 to construct 
or arrange (as lO m steps (craggy peaks with terraces - ped up the sides 
Time) ~ step into to attain or adopt (sthg) with case (stepped into a 
fortune) - step on it/tbe gas to increase one’s speed; hurry up - 
infml 

step- comb form related by remamage and not by blood 
(stepparent) (stepsister) [ME, fr OE steop-, akin to OHG stiof- step-] 
'step, brother /-.brudha/ n a son of one's stepparent by a former 
marnage 

,step-by-'step adj marked by successive degrees, usu of limited extent; 
gradual 

'step, child /-.chield/ n, pi stepchildren /-.childran/ a child of one's wife 
or husband by a former marnage 

'step .dance n a dance in which steps are emphasized rather than gesture 
or posture 

'step, da ugh ter /-.dawta/ n a daughter of one's wife or husband by a 
former marnage 

step down vt to lower (the voltage at which an alternating current is 
operating) by means of a transformer ^ vt to retire, resign (step down as 
chairman) - step-down adj 

'step, father /-,fahdha/ n the husband of one's mother by a subsequent 
marnage 

stephanotis /.stefa'nohtis/ n any of a genus of Old World tropical 
woixiy climbing plants with fragrant white ftowers [NL, genus name, fr 



Gk stcphanotis fit for a crown, fr Stephanos crown, fr stephan to 
crown] 

'step-, in adj, of clothes put on by being stepped into 
Step in V7 1 to make a bnef informal visit 2 to intervene in an affair or 
dispute 

'step, ladder /-.lada/ n a portable set of steps with a hinged frame 
'stepmother /-.mudha/ n the wife of one’s father by a subsequent 
marriage 

Step out vt 1 to leave or go outside, usu for a short time <stepped out 
for a smokey 2 to go or march at a vigorous or increased pace 
'stepparent /-.pearant/ n the husband or wife of one’s parent by a 
subsequent mamage 

steppe /step/ n a vast usu level and treeless plain, csp in SE Europe or 
Asia PLANT [Russ step*] 

'stepping-, Stone n 1 a stone on which to step (e g in crossing a stream) 
2 a means of progress or advancement 

'stepsister /-.sista/ n a daughter of one's stepparent by a former 
mamage 

'stepson /-.sun/ n a son of one’s husband or wife by a formei mar- 
nage 

Step Up vt 1 to increase (the voltage at which an alternating current is 
operating) by means of a transformer 2 to increase, augment, or advance 
by 1 or more stcpis <siep up productiony ~ v/ 1 to come forward <step 
up to the fronty 2 to undergo an increase - step-up adj 
'stepwise Awiez/ adj marked by or proceeding in steps 
-Ster /-sta/ comb form ( -- n) 1 sby who or sthg that does, handles, or 
operates <rapster><reamster> 2 sby who or sthg that makes or uses 
<songster><pu/ister> 3 sby who or sthg that is associated with or 
participates m <|^a/nester> (gangster) 4 sby who or sthg that is Kyoung- 
ster) [ME, fr OE -eslre female agent; akin to MD -ster] 

Steredian /sta'raydyan/ n a unit of solid angular measurement that is 
equal to the solid angle at the centre of a sphere subtended by an area on 
the surface of the sphere equal to the square of the radius of the sphere 
3“ PHYSICS [stere- radian] 

Stare /stia/ a a metnc unit of volume equal to one cubic metre (about 
1.3 cubic yu) [F stere, fr Gk srercos] 

Stare- /steri-, stwn-/, stereo- comb form 1 solid (body) 
(stereotajus) (stcrcomer/y) 2a stereoscope (steroqps/s) (yiexeographyy 
b having, involving, or dealing with 3 dimensions of space (stereoc/iemis- 
tryy [NL, fr Gk, fr stereos solid - more at stare] 

'stereo /'stenoh, 'stianoh/ n, pi stereos 1 a stereoscopic method, system, 
or effect 2a stereophonic reproduction b a stereophonic sound system 
[(1) short for stereoscopy, (2) short for stereophonic] 

^stereo adj 1 stereoscopic 2 stereophonic 

'stereo.bate /-.bayt/ n a solid structure of masonry used as a foundation 
(F or L; F stcreobate, fr L stereobata foundation, fr Gk stereohates, fr 
sfere- + bainein to step, go - more at come] 

.etereo'chemietry /-'kemistn/ n (a branch of chemistry that deals 
with) the spatial arrangement of atoms and groups in molecules [ISV] - 
stereochemical /-'kemikl/ adj, stereochemkaliy adv 
Stereography /.sten'ografi, ^tbri-/ n the art, process, or technique of 
drawing solid bodies on a plane surface - stereographic /-n a'grafik/ adj, 
stereograpbically adv 

stereoisomer /stenoh'iesama, stian-/ n any of a group of related 
isomers of a molecule in which atoms are linked in the same order but 
differ in their spatial arrangement [ISV] - stereoisomeric /-.iesoh'menk/ 
adj, stereoisomerism /-ie'soma,riz(3)m/ n 

stereophonic /.steri-a'fonik, ^tiari-. -noh-/ adj of or being (a system for) 
sound reproduction in which the sound is split into and reproduced by 
2 different channels to give spatial effect [ISV] - stereophonically adv, 
stereophony /-ri'ofani/ n 

stereoscope Ateri-a,skohp, *stiari*a-/ n an optical instrument with 2 
eyepieces through which the observer views 2 pictures taken from points 
of view a little way apart to get the effect of a single three-dimensional 
picture 

stereoscopy /^teri'oskapi, .stiari-/ n the seeing of objects in 3 dimen- 
sions [ISV] - stereoscopic /-n-a'skopik/ adj, stereoscopically adv 
'stereo, type Ateri>a,tiep, 'stiari-/ n 1 a plate made by making a cast, usu 
in type metal, from a mould of a printing surface 2 sby who or sthg that 
conforms to a fixed or general pattern; cap a standardized, usu oversimpli- 
fied, mental picture or attitude held in common by members of a group 
[F atireotype, fr atere^ stere- + type] - stereotypical /-'tipikl/ also 
aterwtypie adj 

Stereotype vr 1 to make a stereotype from 2a to repeat without 


variation, make hackneyed b lo develop a mental stereotype about - 
stereotyper n 

'Stereo.typed adj lacking onginality or individuality 
Steric /'stiank, ‘stenk/ adj of or involving the arrangement of atoms in 
space [ISV stere- + -/c] - sterically adv 
Sterile /'stencl/ adj 1 failing or not able to produce or bear fruit, crops, 
or offspnng 2a deficient in ideas or onginality b free from living 
organisms, csp microorganisms 3 bnnging no rewards or results; not 
productive (the ^ search for jobsy [L stenlis, akin to Goth stairo stenle, 
Gk s/e/ra] - sterilely adv, sterilize /'stenlicz/ vt, stcrilizable adj, sterilizer 
n, sterilant n, sterilization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n, sterility /sta'nbti/ n 
'sterling /'stuhlmg/ n 1 Bntish money 2 (articles of) sterling silver [ME, 
silver penny] 

^Sterling adj 1 of or calculated in terms of Bntish sterling 2a of silver 
having a fixed standard of punty, specif 92 5 per cent pure b made of 
sterling silver 3 conforming to the highest standard charactery 
Sterling area n a group of countnes whose currencies are tied to Bntish 
sterling 

'stern /stuhn/ adj la hard or severe in nature or manner; austere b 
expressive of severe displeasure, harsh 2 forbidding or gloomy in appear- 
ance 3 inexorable, relentless <— necessity} 4 sturdy, firm (a ^ resolve} 
[ME Sterne, fr OE styme; akin to OE stanan to stare] - sternly adv, 
sternness n ^ ^ 

*8tern n 1 the rear end of a ship or boat - compare stfm -JjT ship 2 
a back or rear part, the last or latter part [ME, rudder, prob of Scand 
ongm, akin lo ON stjom act of steenng, akin to OF stieran to steer - more 
at 'steer] - sternmost adj, sternward /-woodz/ adv 
'stern, post /-.pohst/ n the pnncipal supporting structure at the stem of 
a ship extending from keel to deck 

sternum Atuhnam/ n, pJ sternums, sterna Ana/ a bone or cartilage at 
the front of the body that connects the nbs, both sides of the shoulder 
girdle, or both, the breastbone ana iomy (NL, fr Gk stemon chest, 
breastbone, akin to OHG stirna forehead. L stemere lo spread out - more 
at sTRFw] - sternal adj 

Sternutation /,sluhnyoo'taysh(3)n/ n sneezing - used technically [L 
sternutation-, stemutatio, fr sternutatus, pp of stemutare lo sneeze, fr 
stemutus, pp of stemuere to sneeze; akin lo Gk ptamysthai to sneeze] - 
sternutatory /stuh’nyoohtatfa)!!/ adj 

sternutator /'stuhnyoo.tayta/ n sthg (c g an imtai^ gas) that induces 
sneezing and often tears and vomiting 
sternway Astuhn.way/ n backwards movement of a ship 
,8tern-'wheeler n a steamer having a paddle wheel at the stem 
steroid /’stcroyd, 'stw-/ n any of numerous compounds of similar 
chemical structure, including the sterols and vanous hormones (eg 
testosterone) and glycosides (c g digitalis) [ISV stero\ + -oid] - steroidal 
/sta'roydl/ adj 

Sterol /'sterol/ n any of vanous solid alcohols (e g cholesterol) widely 
distnbuted in animal and plant fats [ISV, fr -sterol (as in cholesterof)] 
stertorous Astuhtaras/ adj characterized by a harsh snonng or gasping 
sound [NL stertor act of snonng, fr L stertcre to snore, akin to L 
stemuere to sneeze] ~ rtertorously adv 
Stet /stet/ vt -tt- to direct retention of (a word or passage previously 
ordered to be deleted or omitted) by annotating, usu with the word stet 
(L, let It stand, fr stare to stand - more at stand] 
stethoscope Astetha,skohp/ n an instrument us^ to detect and study 
sounds produced in the body [F stethoscope, fr Gk stethos chest + F 
-.scope] - stetboscopic /-'skopik/ adj, stetboscopically adv, stetboacopy 
/stc'lhoskapi/ n 

stetson Asicts(a)n/ n a broad-brimmed high-crowned felt hat [fr Stet- 
son, a trademark] 

'stevedore /’steevadaw/ n a docker [Sp estibador, fr estihar to pack, fr 
L stipare to press together - more at stiff] 

‘stevedore vb to handle (cargo) as a stevedore; also io load or unload the 
cargo of (a ship) in port 

'stew /styooh/ n la a savoury dish, usu of meat ind vegetables stewed 
and served in the same liquid b a mixture composed of many usu 
unrelated parts 2 a state of excitement, worry, or cSnfusion - infml [ME 
stu cauldron, heated room, brothel, fr MF estuve, fr (assumed) VL extufa, 
fr extufare to stew] 

*stew vt to cock (e g meat or fruit) slowly by boiling gently or simmenng 
in liquid '^vi 1 to become cooked by stewing 2 to swelter, csp from 
confinement in a hot atmosphere 3 to become agitated or worried; fret 
USE (vi 2AJ) intml 

'steward Astyooh-ad/ n 1 one employed to look after a large household 
or estate 2 shop steward 3i one who manages the provisioning of food 
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and attends to the needs of passengers (c g on an airliner, ship, or tram) 
b one who supervises the provision and distnbution of food and dnnk in 
a club, college, etc 4 an ofTiciai who actively directs affairs (e g at a race 
meeting) [ME, fr OE stiweard, fr hall, sty ^ wcard ward] - steward- 
ship n 

^Steward vb to act as a steward (for) 

stewardess Atyooh*xlis, .styooh-a'des/ n a woman who performs the 
duties of a steward, esp iiosifss 2a 

Stewed /styoohd/ adj 1 of tea bittcr-tasting because allowed to infuse 
for too long 2 drunk 1 - infml 

Stibnite Atibniet/ n a sulphide of antimony occurring as a lead-grey 
mineral [alter of obs stihine, fr F. fr L stibium antimony, fr Gk \tibt, fr 
Egypt vf/n] 

'stick /stik/ /I la a (dry and dead) cut or broken branch or twig b a cut 
or broken branch nr piece of wood gathered esp for fuel or construction 
matenal 2a a long slender piece of wood eg (1) a club or staff used as 
a weapon (2) a walking stick b an implement used for striking an object 
in a game (eg hockey) c sthg used to force compliance d a baton 
symbolizing an office or dignity, a rod 3 any of vanous implements 
resembling a stick in shape, ongin, or use eg a composing stk k b a 
joystick 4 sthg prepared (eg by cutting, moulding, or rolling) in a 
relatively long and slender often cylindneal form <a of toffee/ 5 a 
person of a specified type <;a decent old ^ - Robert Gravesy 6 a 
stick-shaped plant stalk (eg of rhubarb or celery) 7 several bombs, 
parachutists, etc released from an aircraft in quick succession 8 pi the 
wooded or rural and usu backward districts 9 a piece of furniture 10 Br 
hostile comment or activity <'^ave the I ocal A uthonty plenty of -^ / USE 
(8, 9, A 10) infml [ME stik, fr OE sticca, akin to ON slik stick, OL sticun 
to stick] 

’stick V/ to provide a v*tck as a support for (eg a plant) 

’stick vh stuck /stuk/ vt la lo pierce with sthg pointed, stab b to kill bv 
piercing a pig/ 2a lo push or thrust so as or as if to pierce b to fasten 
in position (at lO by piercing (stuck a pistol in his belt) 3 to push, thrust 
(stuck his head out ol the window) 4 to cover or adorn (as lO by sticking 
things on (a crown stuck with rubies} 5 to attach (as lO by causing to 
adhere to a surface 6a to halt the movement or action of b to baffle, 
slump ^jfot stuck doing his maths homework > 7 to put or set in a spc*cified 
place or position ( ^ your coat over there) 8 to refrain from granting, 
giving, or allowing (sthg indignantly rejated by the speaker), stuff (jou 
can the job for all 1 care^ 9 to saddle with sthg disadvantageous or 

disagreeable {why do I always get stuck with the gardening"^? 10 chiefly 
Br lo bear, stand < can't -- his voice) ^ vi la lo become fixed in place 
by means of a pointed end b to become fast (as iQ by adhesion <^stuck in 
the muJ) 2a to remain in a place, situation, or environment {don’t want 
fo ~ in this job for the rest of my life) b to hold fast or adhere resolutely 
cling < -- to the truth) c to remain effective < the charge will not - > d 
lo keep close in a chase or competition <^ing with the leaders) 3 to 
become blocked, wedged, or jammed 4a to hesitate, slop (would ~ at 
nothing to get what they wanted) b to be unable to proceed 5 to project, 
protrude often ^ out or up lISE{vt 7. 8, 9, A 10) infml [MF stikken, 
fr OE stician, akin to OHG sticken to pnek, L instigare to urge on, gtud. 
Gk stizein to tattoo] stick by to continue to support - stick one's neck 
out to take a nsk (c g by saying sthg unpopular) and make oneself 
vulnerable - infml stuck on infatuated with (he's really stuck on her'^ 
~ infml 

*8tick n adhesive quality or substance 
stick around w to stay or wait about, linger - infml 
sticker Atika/ /I 1 sby who or sthg that pierces with a point 2nsbywho 
or sthg that sticks or causes sticking b a slip of paper with gummed back 
* that, when moistened, sticks to a surface 

stick figure n a stylized drawing of a human being showing the body 
or limbs as straight lines 

sticking plaster n an adhesive plaster, esp for covering superficial 
wounds 

sticking point n an item resulting or likely lo result in an impasse 
'stick .insect n any of vanous usu wingless insects with a long thin body 
resembling a stick DtKENCF 
'stick-ln-the-.mud n one who dislikes and avoids change 
stickleback Atikl,bak/ n any of numerous small scaleless fishes that 
have 2 or more spines in front of the dorsal fin [ME stykylbak, fr OE sticel 
goad (akin to OE stician to stick) > ME bak back] 

Stickler Atikla/ n one who insists on exactness or completeness in the 
observance of sthg <a - for obedience) [stickle (to act as umpire, 
contend, scruple), fr ME stightlen to arrange, stnve, freq of stighten to 
arrange, fr OE stihtan, akin to OE stxger sUir - more at stair] 


stick out VI 1 to be prominent or conspicuous - often in stick out a mile, 
stick out like a sore thumb 2 to be persistent (e g in a demand or an 
opinion) - usu + for ~ vt to endure to the end - often + it 
stick up vt to rob at gunpoint - infml - stickup n stick up for to speak 
or act in defence of, support 

sticky Atiki/ la adhesive - tape/ b(l) viscous, gluey (2) coated 
with a sticky substance hands/ 2 humid, muggy, also clammy 3a 
disagreeable, unpleasant (came toa ^ end) b awkward, stiff (after a ~ 
beginning became good fnends} c difficult, problematic <a rather ^ 
question) - stickily adv, stickiness n 
.sticky 'wicket n 1 a cncket pitch drying after ram and therefore 
difficult to bat on 2 a difficult situation infml, often in on a sticky 
wicket 

'stiff /stif/ adj la not easily bent, ngtd b lacking m suppleness and often 
painful muscles) c of a mechanism impeded in movement d 
incapable of normal alert response ^scared ^ ^ 2a firm, unyielding b(1) 
marked by reserve or decorum, formal (2) lacking m ease or grace stilted 
3 hard fought (a ^ match) 4a exerting great force, forceful (a wind/ 
b potent (a ~ dnnk/ 5 of a dense or glutinous consistency, thick 6a 
harsh, severe (a ^ penalty) b arduous (a climb/ 7 expensive, steep 
(juid a - pnee? [MF stif, fr OE stil, akin to MD stijf stiff, L stipare to 
press together, Gk steibein to tread on] - stiffen vb, stiffener n, stiffening 
/). stiffish adj, stiffly adv, stiffness n 
’stiff adv m a stiff manner, stiffly 
’stiff n a corpse - slang 
stiff-'necked adj haughty, stubborn 

stiff upper lip n the facing of misfortune impassively or without 
appeanng perturbed 

'stifle Aticfl/ n the joint next above the hock in the hind leg of a 
quadruped (e g a horse) corresponding to the knee in human beings 
[ME] 

’stifle vb stifling Atiefling/ vt la to overcome or kill by depriving of 
oxygen, suffocate, smother b to muffle < ^ noises) 2a lo cut off (c g the 
voice or breath) b to prevent the development or expression of, check, 
suppress ( -O' 6 his anger? < ^ a revolt) ^ vi to become suffocated (as iQ 
by lack of oxygen (alter of ME stuOen] stiflingly adv 
stigms /'stigma/ n, pi stigmata /stig'mahta, 'stigmata/, stigmas, (2) 
stigmata la a mark of shame or discredit b an identifying mark or 
charactenstic, specif a specific diagnostic sign of a disease 2 pi marks 
resembling the wounds of the crucified Christ, believed to be impressed 
on the bodies of holy or saintly people 3a a small s|x>t, scar, or opening 
on a plant or animal b the portion of the female part of a flower which 
receives the pollen grains and on which they germinate iMANr (E 
stigniat-, stigr.is mark, brand, fr Gk, fr stizein to tattoo - more at ‘stick] 

- stigmatic /-m tik/ adj, stigmatically adv 

stigmstic /stig matik/, stigmatist /stigmatisi, stig'mahtist/ n a person 
marked with the stigmaia of Chnsl 

stigmst ize, -ise /'siigm^tiez/ vt 1 to describe or identity in disparaging 
terms 2 to mark with the stigmata of Christ - stigmatization 
>'''zaysh(3)n/ ii 

stilboestrol, NAm stilbestrol /surbeestr^l/ n a svnthetic compound 
used as an oestrogenic drug [stiJbenc (an aromatic hydrocarbon) -v 
oestrus -u/J 

'stile /sticl/ n I a step or set of steps for passing over a fence or wall 2 
a turnstile [ME. fr OE stigel, akin to OE sueger stair - more at 
SI air] 

’stile n mv of the vertical members in a frame or panel into which the 
secondary members arc fitted archiilciure [prob fr D siijl 
post] 

Stiletto /sti'letoh/ n. pi stilettos, stilettoes 1 a slender rodlike dagger 2 
a pointed instrument for piercing holes (e g for eyelets) in leather, cloth, 
etc 3 Br an extremely narrow tapenng high heel on a woman's shoe (it. 
dim of stilo stylus, dagger, fr L stilus stylus - more at st'v ll] 

'still /sill/ adj la devoid of or abstaining from motion wa/cr> b 
having no effervescence, not carbonated orange) c of. being, or 
designed for taking a static photograph as contrasted with a moving 
picture 2a uttenng no sound, quiet b low tn sound, subdued 3a calm, 
tranquil b free from noise or turbulence [ME stille, fr OE. akin lo OHG 
stilli still, OE steall stall] - stillness n 
’still vt la to allay, calm b to put an end to, settle 2 to arrest the motion 
or noise of, quiet the wind) ^ vt to become motionless or silent; quiet 
USE chiefly poetic 

’still adv 1 as before, even at this or that time (dnnk it while it's ^ h(H) 
2 in spite of that, nevertheless (very unpleasant, we can't help it) 3a 
EVEN 2b <a ^ more difficult problem) b vn la 
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11 1 a stiU photograph; specif a photograph of actors or of a scene from 
a film 2 quiet, silence - chiefly poetic 
"still n an apparatus used in distillation, esp of spints, consisting of either 
the chamber in which the vaponzation is earned out or the entire 
equipment [ME stilhn to distil, short for distilhn] 
stillage /'stiiij/ n a stand or frame on which articles are kept off the floor 
(e g while drying or awaiting packing) [modif of D stelhge scaffolding, 
fir MD, fr stellen to place] 

'stlll,blHh /-.buhth/ n the birth of a dead infant 

.Stiirborn A'bawn/ad) 1 dead at birth 2 failing from the start, abortive 

- stUlbom n 

.Still Ufa n,p/ still Ufea a picture showing an arrangement of inanimate 
objects (e g f^ruit or flowers) 

'stilly /stiMi/ adv in a calm manner ['still > ^-ly] 

"Stilly Atili/ adj still, quiet - poetic [*stiH + -y] 

Stilt /stilt/ n pi stilts, (2) stilts, esp collectively stilt la either of 2 poles 
each with a rest or strap for the foot, that enable the user to walk along 
above the ground b any of a set of piles, posts, etc that support a building 
above ground or water level 2 any of various notably long-legged 3-toed 
wading birds related to the avocets [ME stilte; akin to OHG stel/^ stilt, 
OE steall position, stall - more at 'stall] 

Stilted /'stiltid/ adj stiffly formal and often pompous [fr pp of stilt (to 
raise on or as if on stilts)] - stiltedly adv, stiltedness n 
Stilton Atilt(a)n/ n a cream-ennched white cheese that has a wnnkled 
nnd and is often blue- veined [Stilton, village in Cambndgeshire, England, 
where it was ong sold] 

Stimulant Atimyoobnt/ n 1 sthg (e g a drug) that produces a tempor- 
ary increase in the functional activity or efflciency of (a part of) an 
organism 2 siimlilus 1 - stimulant adj 

stimulate Astimyoo,layt/ vt 1 to excite to (greater) activity 2a to 
function as a physiological stimulus to b to arouse or affect by the action 
of a stimulant (e g a drug) ^ vi to act as a stimulant or stimulus [L 
stimulatus, pp of stimulare, fr stimulus goad, akin to L stilus stake, stylus 

- more at style] - stimulator n, stimulative /-btiv/ adj, stimulation 
/-'laysh(a)n/ n 

stimulus /‘stimyoolas/ n, pi stimuli Mi, -lie/ 1 sthg that rouses or 
mates to activity; an incentive 2 sthg (e g light) that directly influences 
the activity of living organisms (e g by exciting a sensory organ or evoking 
muscular contraction or glandular secretion) [L] 

'sting /sting/ vb stung /stung/ vt la to give an irritating or poisonous 
wound to, esp with a stmg <stung by a bee} b to affect with sharp quick 
pain <Aa/y stung their faces} 2 to cause to suffer acute mental pain <stung 
with remorse}, also to incite or goad thus <stung into action} 3 to 
overcharge, cheat <stung by a street trader} - infml ^ v; 1 to use a sting, 
have stmgs (^nettles ^} 2 to feel a sharp burning pain [ME xrin^en, 
fr OE stingan, akin to ON stinga to sting, Gk stachys spike of gram, 
stochos target, aim] - sdngingly adv 
"sting fl la a stinging; specif the thrust of a sting in to the flesh b a wound 
or pain caused (as iO by stinging 2 also stinger a sharp organ of a bee, 
scorpion, stingray, etc that is usu connected with a poison gland or 
otherwise adapted to wound by piercing and injecting a poisonous 
secretion 3 a stinging element, force, or quality <a joke with a ^ in the 
tail} - sUngless n 

stingo Asting-goh/ n, chiefly Br a strong beer [irreg fr 'sfing] 

'sting, ray /-.ray/ n any of numerous rays with a whiplike tail having 1 
or more large sharp spines capable of inflicting severe wounds 
Stingy Atinji/ adj 1 mean or ungenerous in giving or spending 2 meanly 
scanty or small [prob fr (assumed) E dial, stinge (sting); akin to OE 
stingan to stmg] - atingUy adv, atingineaa n 
'stink /stingk/ vi stank /stangk/, stunk /stungk/; stunk 1 to emit a 
strong offensive smell 2 to be offensive; also to be m bad repute or of bad 
quality 3 to possess sthg to an offensive degree - usu + with (Jhe ^ s with 
money} USE [except I) infml [ME stinken, fr OE stincan; akin to OHG 
stinkan to emit a smell] - stinky adj 

"stink n la strong offensive smell; a stench 2 a public outcry against sthg 
offensive > infml 

'stink-, bomb n, Br a small capsule which emits a foul smell when 
broken 

stinkor Atingka/ /i 1 an offensive or contemptible person 2 sthg 
extremely difficult or unpleasant <tAe examination was a real } USE 
infml ('stink + '-er] 

'Stink.horn AJiawn/ n a fungus noted for its foul smell 
'stinking Atingking/ adj 1 severe and unpleasant <a ^ cold} - infml 
2 offensively drunk - slang 

"stinking adv to an extreme degree (got ^ drunk} - infml 


stinking mayweed Amay.weed/ n a foul-smelling Eurasian composite 
plant with white and yellow flowers [mayweed fr may- (fr ME maythe, 
a composite plant, fr OE mwgtha) f weed\ 

Stink out vt 1 to cause to stink or be filled with a stench (the leaking 
gas stank the house out) 2 to drive out (as lO by subjecting to an offensive 
or suffocating smell 

'stink,weed /-.weed/ n any of vanou.s strong-scented or foetid plants 
'stink.wood /-.wood/ n (the unpleasant-smelling wood oQ a S Afncan 
tree of the laurel family; or any of several similar trees 
'stint Astint/ vt to restnet to a small share or allowance; be frugal with 
^ Vi to be spanng or frugal [ME stinten to stop, fr OE styntan to blunt, 
dull, akin to ON stuttr scant, L tundere to beat, OE stocc stock] - 
stinter n 

"stint n 1 restraint, limitation 2 a definite quantity or period of work 
assigned 

"stint n, pi stints, esp collectively stint any of several small sandpipers 
(ME stynte] 

Stipe /stiep/ n a usu short plant stalk (e g supporting the cap of a fungus) 
[NL stipes, fr L, tree trunk; akin to L stipare to press together - more at 
stiff] - stiped adj 

stipend /'stiepend/ n a fixed sum of money paid penodically (e g to a 
clergyman) as a salary or to meet expenses [alter of ME stipendy, fr L 
stipendium, fr stip-, stips gift f pendere to weigh, pay - more at 
pendant] 

'stipendiary /stie'pendyan, sti-/ adj of or receiving a stipend 
"stipendiary n one who receives a stipend 
stipendiary magistrate n a legally qualified paid magistrate 
stipes Atiepeez/ n, p/stipites /'stipi.tecz./ a peduncle [NL stipit-, stipes, 
fr L. tree trunk - more at stipe] - stipitate /'stipi.tayt/ adi 
'stipple /'stipl/ vt stippling Atipling, 'stipl ing/ la to paint, engrave, or 
draw in stipple b to apply (e g paint) in stipple 2 to speckle, fleck [D 
stippelen to spot. dot. akin to L stipare to press together] - stippler n 
"stipple n (the effect produced by) a method of painting using small points, 
dots, or strokes to represent degrees of light and shade 
Stipulate /’stipyoo.Iayt/ vt 1 to specify as a condition or requirement of 
an agreement or offer < - quality and quantity} 2 to give a guarantee of 
in making an agreement [L stipulatus, pp of stipulan to demand some 
term m an agreement] - stipulator n - stipulate for to demand as an 
express term in an agreement (we stipulated for iqgfble} 

Stipulation /,$lipyoo'laysh(a)n/ n sthg (eg a condition) stipulated 
[sriPUiATL' I -ion] - stipulatory Atipyoobt(3)n/ adj 
stipule Astipyoohl/ n a small appendage at the base of the leaf in many 
plants [NL stipula, fr L, stalk; akin to L stipes tree trunk] - stipular adj, 
stipulated, stipulate Abt, -,layt/ adj 

'stir /stub/ vb -rr- vt la to cause a slight movement or change of position 
of (the breeze ^ red the leaves} b to disturb the quiet of. agitate 2a to 
disturb the relative position of the particles or parts of (a fluid or 
semifluid), esp by a continued circular movement in order to make the 
composition homogeneous one’s tea} b to mix (as iQ by stimng 
pigment into paint} 3 to bestir, exert (unable to himself to wash the 
car} 4a to rouse to activity; produce strong feelings in (the news ^ red 
him to action} b to provoke - often + up(^ up trouble} ^vi la to make 
a slight movement b to begin to move (e g in waking) 2 to (begin to) be 
active or busy 3 to pass an implement through a substance with a circular 
movement [ME stiren, fr OE styrian, akin to MHG stum to incite] - 
stirrer n 

"stir /7 la a state of disturbance, agitation, or bnsk activity b widespread 
notice and discussion (caused quite a ^ in the neighbourhood} 2 a slight 
movement 3 a stirring movement 
"stir n pnson - slang [ongin unknown] 

'stir-,f rying n a Chinese method of cooking in which small pieces of food 
aifi stirred together while being rapidly fried in hot oil - stir-firy vt 
stirk /stuhk/ n, Br a young (1- to 2-year old) bull or cow [ME, fr OE 
sure; akin to L sterilis sterile] 

stirps /stuhps/ n, pi stirpes /'stuhpeez/ a race, vanety, etc in the 
biological classification of living things [L, lit., stem, stock - more at 
torpid] 

stirring Atuhnng/ adj rousing, inspmng 

stirrup Atitsp/ n 1 stirrup iron 2 the supes nerve 3 a short 
rope by which another rope is suspended from the yard of a sailing ship 
for seamen to walk along ship [ME stirop, fr OE stigrap; akin to 
OHG stegareif stimip; both fr a prehistoric NGmc-WGmc compound 
whose first element is akin to OHG stigan to go up and whose second is 
represented by OE rap rope - more at stair] 
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'stirrup ,cup n a farewell usu alcoholic dnnk; specif one taken on 
horseback 

'stirrup .iron n either of a pair of D-shaped metal frames that are 
attached by a strap to a saddle and in which the rider's feet are 
placed 

'stirrup .leather n the strap from which a stirrup iron is suspended 
'stirrup .pump n a portable hand pump held in position by a foot bracket 
and used esp in fire fighting 

'stitch /stich/ n 1 a local sharp and sudden pain, esp in the side 2a a 
single in-and-out movement of a threaded needle m sewing, embroidenng, 
or sutunng b a portion of thread left in the matenal after 1 stitch 3a a 
single loop of thread or yam round a stitching implement b such a loop 
after being worked to form 1 of a senes of links in a fabnc 4 a senes of 
stitches that are formed in a particular manner or constitute a complete 
step or design 5 a method of stitching 6 the least scrap of clothing - usu 
neg (^without a -- on>; mfml [ME stiche, fr OE stice; akin to OE stician 
to stick] - in stitches in a state of uncontrollable laughter 
'stitch vt 1 to fasten, join, or close (as lO with stitches; sew 2 to work 
on or decorate (as lO with stitches ^ vi to sew - stitcher n 
'stitch, wort /-.wuht/ n any of several large chickweeds piani 
[ME stichewort, fr OE sticwyrt agnmony, fr stice stab, puncture, stitch 
m the side + wyrt herb - more at siiich, wort] 
stithy Atidhi/ n a smithy [ME, anvil, fr ON stethi, akin to OE stede 
stead] 

stoat /stoht/ n, pi stoats, esp collectively stoat a European weasel with 
a long black-tipped tail [ME sto/e] 

stochastic /stoh'kastik/ adj 1 random, specif involving a random 
vanable <fl process^ 2 involving chance or probability <a — model of 
radiation-induced mutation) [Gk stochastikos skilful in aiming, fr s/o- 
chazesthai to aim at g it. fr stochos target, aim, guess - more at 
sung] - stochastically adv 

'stock /stok/ n 1 a supporting framework or structure e% %pl the frame 
or timbers holding a ship dunng construction b p/ a wooden frame with 
holes for the feet (and hands) in which ofTenders are held for public 
punishment c(l) the part to which the barrel and firing mechanism of a 
gun are attached (2) the butt (c g of a whip or fishing rod) d the beam 
of a plough to which handles, cutting blades, and mouldboard are 
attached 2a the mam stem of a plant or tree b(1) a plant (part) consisting 
of roots and lower trunk onto which a scion is grafted (2) a plant from 
which cuttings are taken 3 the crosspiece of an anchor 4a the onginal 
(e g a man, race, or language) from which others derive, a source b(I) the 
descendants of an individual, family, lineage (2) a compound organism 
c 'racl 2, 3a d a group of closely related languages 5a sing or pi in constr 
livestock b a store or supply accumulated (e g of raw materials or finished 
goods) 6a a debt or fund due (e g from a government) for money loaned 
at interest, a/w, Br capital or a debt or fund which continues to bear 
interest hut is not usually redeemable as far as the onginal sum is 
concerned b (preference) shares - often pi 7 any of a genus of plants of 
the mustard family with usu sweet-scented flowers 8 a wide band or scarf 
worn round the neck, esp by some clergymen 9a the liquid in which meat, 
fish, or vegetables have been simmered that is used as a basis for soup, 
gravy, etc b raw matenal from which sthg is made 10a an estimate or 
appraisal of sthg <itake ^ of the situation) b the estimation in which sby 
or sthg IS held <Am -- with the electorate remains high - Newsweek) 11 
a type of bnck [ME stok, fr OE stocc tree-trunk, stump, block of wood, 
akin to OHG stoc stick, Mir tuag bow] - in stock in the shop and ready 
for delivery, on hand - out of stock having no more on hand, sold 
out 

.'stock vt 1 to fit to or with a stock 2 to provide with (a) stock; supply 
a stream with trout) 3 to procure or keep a stock of <ii'e don't ^ 
that brand) ^vi to lake in a stock - often + up up on tinned 
food) 

'stock adj la kept in stock regularly ^clearance sale of ^ goods) b 
regularly and widely available or supplied idresses in all the ^ sizes) 2 
used for (breeding and reanng) livestock <a ^ farm) 3 commonly used 
or brought forward, standard - chiefly derog <fAe ^ answer) 
'stockade /sto'kayd/ n 1 a line of stout posts set vertically to form a 
defence 2 an enclosure or pen made with posts and stakes [Sp estacada, 
fr estaca stake, pale, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE staca suke] 
'stockade vt to fortify or surround with a stockade 
Stockbreeder /'stok.breeda/ n one who breeds livestock - stockbreed* 
ing n 

'stock,broker /-.brohka/ n a broker who buys and sells secunties - 

stockbroking, stockbrokcrage n 


'stockbroker .belt n an area on the outskirts of a large town or city that 
IS inhabited chiefly by wealthy middle-class people 
'stock .car n a racing car having the chassis of a commercially produced 
assembly-line model 

'stock .dove n a Eurasian dove that is smaller and darker than a 
woodpigeon [ME stokdove, fr stok stock ^ dove dove, prob fr its nesting 
in hollow tree-trunks] 

‘stock ex.change n (a building occupied by) an association of people 
organized to provide an auction market among themselves for the 
purchase and sale of secunties 

'stockfish /-.fish/ n cod, haddock, etc dned in the open air without salt 
[ME stokfish. fr MD stocvisch, fr stoc stick * visch fish] 

Stockinet, stockinette /.stoki'net/ n a soft elastic usu cotton fabnc used 
esp for bandages [alter of earlier stocking net] 

stocking /'stoking/ n 1 a usu knitted close-fitting often nylon covenng 
for the foot and leg 2 an area of distinctive colour on the lower part of 
the leg of an animal [obs stock to cover with a stocking] - stockinged 
adj 

'stocking .stitch n a knitting stitch made by alternately knitting and 
purling rows of stitches to form a fabnc with an even surface and uniform 
pattern 

.stock-in-'trade n 1 the equipment necessary to or used in a trade or 
business 2 sthg like the standard equipment of a tradesman or business 
fthe tact and charm that are the ^ of a successful society hostess) 
stockist /'stokist/ n. Br one (e g a retailer) who stocks goods, esp of a 
particular kind or brand 

'stockjobber Z-joba/ n a stock-exchange member who deals only with 
brokers or other jobbers 

'stockman /-man/ n, Austr A NAm one who owns or takes care of 
livestock 

'stock .market n stock rxciiANGF, also transactions on it 
'‘stockpile /-.piel/ n an aa umulated store; esp a reserve supply of sthg 
essential accumulated for use during a shortage 
'stockpile vt 1 to place or store in or on a stockpile 2 to accumulate a 
stockpile of 

'stock,pot /-.pot/ n a pot in which stock is prepared or kept 
'stock .saddle n a deep-seated saddle with a high pommel used ong by 
cattlemen 

.stock-'stili adj completely motionless (srood ^ ) 

'stocktaking /-.tayking/ n 1 the checking or taking of an inventory of 
goods or supplies on hand (e g m a shop) 2 estimating a situation at a 
given moment (e g by considenng past progress and resources) 
stocky Atoki/ adj short, sturdy, and relatively thick in build - stocklly 
adv, stockincss n 

'stock.yard /-.yahd/ n a yard in which cattle, pigs, horses, etc are kept 
temporarily for slaughter, market, or shipping 

stodge /stoj/ n 1 filling (starchy) food 2 turgid and ummaginative 
wnting ~ infml [ongin unknown] 

stodgy /'stoji/ adj 1 of food heavy and filling 2 dull, boring <a ^ novel) 

- mfml - stodgily adv, stodginess n 

Stoep /stoohp/ n, SAfr a raised veranda or open porch [Afnk, fr MD 

- more at 's rcx)p] 

Stogie, stogy /'stohji/ n, chiefly NAm a (roughly made slender inexpen- 
sive) cigar [Conestoga, town in Pennsylvania. USA] 

'stoic /'stoh ik/ n 1 cap a member of an ancient Greek or Roman school 
of philosophy equating happiness with knowledge and holding that 
wisdom consists in self-mastery and submission to natural law 2 sby 
apparently or professedly indifferent to pleasure or pain [ME, fr L 
stoicus, fr Gk stoikos, lit., of the portico, fr Stoa (Poikile) the Painted 
Portico, portico at Athens where Zeno taught] 

'stoic, stoical /-kl/ adj 1 cap (charactenstic) of the Stoics or their 
doctnnes 2 not affected by or showing passion or feeling, esp firmly 
restraining response to pain or distress <a indifference to cold) - 
stoically adv 

stoichiometry /.stoyki'omatn/ n (the determination oO the quantiUt- 
ive relationship between 2 or more chemically or physically reacting 
substances [Gk stoicheicm element f E -metry] - stoichionietric 
/-ki-oh'mctnk/ adj 

stoicism /'stoh-i,siz(o)m/ n 1 cap the philosophy of the Stoics 2a 
indifference to pleasure or pain b repression of emotion 
Stoke /stohk/ vt 1 to poke or stir up (e g a fire); aho to supply with fuel 
2 to feed abundantly vt to stir up or tend a fire (e g in a furnace); supply 
a furnace with fuel [D stoken; akin to MD stuken to push] 
'stoke.hold /-.hohld/ o a compartment containing a steamship's boilers 
and furnaces 
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'stoke, hole /-.hohl/ n the space in which stokers work when tending a 
ship’s furnaces 

Stoker /'stohka/ n one employed to tend a furnace, esp on a ship, and 
supply It with fuel [siokf f '-fr] 

'stole /siohl/ past of steal 

^Stole /} 1 an ecclesiastical vestment consisting of a long usu silk band 
worn traditionally over both shoulders and hanging down in front by 
bishops and priests, and over the left shoulder by deacons garment 
2 a long wide stnp of material worn by women usu across the shoulders, 
esp with evening dress [ME, fr OE, fr L stola, fr Gk stole equipment, robe, 
fr stcIJein to set up, make ready - more at 'si ali ] 

Stolen Atohlan/ past part o/'srtAi 

Stolid Atolid/ adj difficult to arouse emotionally or mentally; unemo* 
tional [L stoJidus dull, stupid, akin to OHG stal place - more at 'si ali ] 

- stolidly adv, stolidity /sto'lidati/ n 

stolon /'stohlon/ n a honzontal branch from the base of a plant (e g the 
strawberry) that produces new plants [NL stolon-, stolo, fr L, branch, 
sucker, akin to Arm stein branch, OHG stal place - more at 'srAi i| 

- stolonate adj, stoloniferous /,stohb'nifT9)n>s/ adi 

Stoma Atohma/ n. pi stomata /'stohmsta, stoh'mahta/ also stomas 1 
any of vanous small simple bodily openings, esp m a lower animal 2 any 
of the minute openings in the epidermis of a plant organ (eg a leaO 
through which gases pass 3 a permanent surgically made opening, esp in 
the abdominal wall (NL, fr Gk stoma f-, stoma mouth] - stomal adj 
'stomach Atumak/ n la (a cavity in an invenebrate animal analogous 
to) a saclike organ formed by a widening of the alimentary canal of a 
vertebrate, that is between the oesophagus at the top and the duod^um 
at the bottom and in which the first stages of digestion occur 
DIGESTION b the part of the body that contains the stomach, belly, 
abdomen 2a desire for food, appetite b inclination, desire - usu neg \had 
no — for an argument) [ME stomak, fr MF estomac. fr L stomachus 
gullet, oesophagus, stomach, fr Gk stomachos, fr stoma mouth, akin to 
MBret stafTu mouth. Av staman-] 

'stomach vt 1 to find palatable or digestible (can’t ^ rich food') 2 to 
bear without protest or resentment (couldn’t her attitude') USE usu 
neg 

stomacher /'stumaka/ n a separate panel of nchty embroidered or 
jewelled fabnc ending in a point at or below the waist and worn on the 
centre front of a bodice in the ISih and 16th c 
Stomachic /sta'makik/ adj 1 of the stomach 2 stimulating the function 
of the stomach; improving digestion - stomachic n, stomachically ad\ 
'stomach .pump n a suction pump with a flexible tube for removing 
liquids from the stomach or injecting liquids into it 
stomat' /stohmat-/, stomato- comb form mouth, stoma <sto- 
mat/t/s) ('stomata/) [NL, fr Gk, fr stomat-, stoma] 
stomatitis Atohma'tietis/ n, p/ stomatitides Atadeez/, stomatitises any 
of numerous inflammatory diseases of the mouth [NL] 

Stomatology /.stohma'toiaji/ n a branch of medicine dealing with the 
mouth and its disorders [ISV] - stomatologist n, stomatological 
/'ta'lojikl/ adj 

'stomp /stomp/ VI to walk or dance with a heavy step - infml [alter of 
'stamp] 

'stomp n a jazz dance characterized by heavy stamping 
'stone /stohn/ n, pi stones, (3) stone also stones 1 a concretion of earthy 
or mineral matter* a(l) a piece of this, esp one smaller than a boulder (2) 
rock b a piece of rock for a specified function eg (1) a building or paving 
block (2) a gem (3) a sharpening stone (4) a smooth flat surface on which 
a printing forme is made up c calculus la 2 the hard central portion 
of a fruit (c g a ^ch or date) 3 an imperial unit of weight equal to I4lh 
(about 6.35kg) unit [ME, fr OE stan; akin to OHG stem stone. Gk 
stear hard fat] 

'stone vt 1 to hurl stones at; esp to kill by pelting with stones 2 to face, 
pave, or fortify with stones 3 to remove the stones or seeds of (a fruit) 
4 to rub. scour, or polish with or on a stone 
'stone adj (made) of stone 

stone- comb form completely (stone-dead} (stone-cold) 

'Stone ,Age n the first known period of prehistoric human culture 
charactenzed by the use of stone tools and weapons 
.Stone-'broke adj, chiefly NAm stony-broke - infml 
'stone,chat /-.chat/ n (any of vanous birds related to) a common small 
Eurasian bird, the male of which has a black head and chestnut under- 
parts 

'Stone.crop /-,krop/ n any of several plants with usu fleshy leaves that 
grow esp on rocks and walls; esp an evergreen creeping plant with pungent 
leaves 


stons curlew n a large Old World and tropical American wading bird 
with a large head and yellow eyes 

Stoned adj intoxicated by alcohol or a drug (e g marijuana) - infml [fr 
pp of 'stone (to make numb or insensible)] 

'stone ,fly /I an insect with an aquatic flesh-eatiiig larva and an adult used 
by anglers for bait 

'stone .fruit n a fruit with a (large) stone, a drupe 
,stone-'g round adj ground with millstones (-- Hour} 

'stone .lily n a fossil cnnoid 
'stone's .throw n a short distance 

.stone'wall /-‘wawl/ vi, chief!} Br 1 to bat excessively defensively and 
cautiously in ericket, broadly to behave obstructively 2 to obstruct or 
delay parliamentary debate - stonewallcr ii 
.Stone ‘wall n a wall-like resistance or obstruction (eg m politics or 
public affairs) 

‘stone. ware /-.wea/ n opaque ceramic ware that is fired at a high 
temperature and is nonporous compare farihinware 
‘stone.work /-.wuhk/ n masonry - stoneworker n 
‘stone, wort /-.wuht/ n any of a family of freshwater green algae often 
encrusted with chalky deposits 

Stony also stoney Astohni/ adj 1 containing many stones or having the 
nature of stone 2a insensitive to pity or human feeling b showing no 
movement or reaction, dumb, expressionless < a - glance) 3 stony-broke 
infml - stonily adv, stoniness n 

.Stony-'broke adj, Br completely without funds, broke infml 
.stony'hearted /-‘hahtid/ adj unfeeling, cruel - stonyheartedness n 
stood /stood/ past of si and 

'stooge /stotihj/ n 1 one who usu speaks the feed lines in a comedy duo 
2 one who plays a subordinate or compliant role to another 3 chiefly 
NAm a nark, srooi i>ic,lon USE {2&.1) mfml [ongin unknown] 
'stooge VI 1 to act as a slix)ge usu < for 2 to move, esp fly, aimlessly 
to and fro or at leisure usu • around or about USE infml 
stook /stook/ n, chiefly Br 'sikxk [ME stowke, stouk, akin to MLG 
stuke tree stump, pile, sleeve, OE sUku sleeve, sieve stix'k] -- stook vt 
'stool /siixihl/ n la a seat usu without hack or arms supported by 3 or 

4 legs or a central pedestal b a low bench or portable supjKirt for the feet 
or for kneeling on 2 a discharge of faecal matter 3 (a shoot or growth 
from) a tree stump or plant crown from which shoots grow out [ME, fr 
OE stol, akin to OHG stuol chair, OSlav stolu seal, throne. OE standan 
to stand] 

'stool vt to throw out shoots from a slump or crown 
'Stool.bail /-.bawl/ n a game resembling cncket that is played chiefly in 

5 England, esp by women, and is characterized by underarm bowling 
stoolie Astoohli/ n. NAm a nark, shm^i pigfon - infml [stool (pigetm) 

f -/e] 

‘stool .pigeon n, chiefly NAm sby acting as a decoy, esp a police 
informer [prob fr the early practice of fastening the decoy bird to a 
stool] 

'stoop /stoohp/ VI la to bend the body forwards and downwards, 
sometimes simultaneously bending the knees b to stand or walk with a 
temporary or habitual forward inclination of the head, body, or shoulders 
2a to condescend (the gods ^ to intervene in the affairs of men') b to 
lower oneself morally <~ed fo spying) 3 of a bird to fly or dive down 
swiftly, usu to attack prey - vt to bend (a part of the body) forwards and 
downwards [ME stoupen, fr OE stupian, akin to OE steap steep, deep - 
more at ‘stelpJ 

'stoop n la an act of bending the body forwards b a temporary or habitual 
forward bend of the back and shoulders 2 the descent of a bird, esp on 
its prey 

'stoop ri, chiefly NAm a porch, platform, entrance stairway, or small 
veranda at a house door [D stoep, akin to OE st«pe step - more at 

STFP] 

'stop /stop/ vb -pp- vt la to close by filling or obstructing b to hinder 
or prevent the passage of <~ the flow of blood) 2a to close up or block 
off (an opening) b to make impassable, choke, obstruct c to cover over 
or fill in (a hole or crevice) 3a to restrain, prevent b to withhold; cut 
OFF <'^ped his wages) 4a to cause to cease, check, suppress b to 
discontinue running) 5a to deduct or withhold (a sum due) b to 
instruct one% bank not to honour or pay < a cheque) 6a to arrest the 
progress or rF.otion of; cause to hall (^pedthe car) b to beat in a boxing 
match by a knockout 7 to change the pitch of a (e g a violin stnng) by 
pressing with the finger b (a woodwind instrument) by closing 1 or more 
finger holes c (a French horn) by putting the hand into the bell d (eg 
a trumpet) by putting a mute into the bell 8 to get in the way of, esp so 
as to be wounded or killed <^pcd a bullet) - infml -vj la to cease 
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activity or operation b to come to an end, esp suddenly, close, finish 2a 
to cease to move on, halt b to pause, hesitate 3a to break one's journey 

- often ^ o/r< -- ped off at l.isbon} b chiefly Br to remain < ~ at home) 
c chiefly NAm to make a bnef call, drop in - usu » by [ME stoppen, 
fr OE -stoppian, akin to OHG stopfon to slop, stulT, both fr a prehistoric 
WGmc word borrowed fr (assumed) VL stuppare to stop with low, fr L 
stuppa low, fr Gk styppe] - stoppable adj 

'stop n 1 a cessation, end (soon put a ^ to that} 2a (a switch or handle 
operating) a graduated set of organ pipes of similar design and tone 
quality b a corresponding set of vibrators or reeds of a reed organ 3a sthg 
that impedes, obstructs, or bnngs to a halt; an impediment, obstacle b 
(any of a senes of markings, esp f-niimbers, for setting the size ot) the 
circular opening of an optical system (e g a camera lens) c siopppr 2 4 
a device for arresting or limiting motion 5 stopping or being stopped 6a 
a halt in a journey (made n bnef ~ to refuel) b a stopping place (a bu\ 

- > 7 a consonant in the articulation of which there is a stage (c g in the 
/p/ of apt or the /g/ of tiger) when the breath passage is completely closed 

- compare (’t)NTiNi'ANr 8 - used in telegrams and cables to indicate a 
full slop 9 chiefly Br any of several punctuation marks, speci/’iLii 
Slop 

'stop adj serving or designed to stop < - hiic,^ signal) 

'stop ,bath n an acid bath used to stop photographic development ot a 
negative or print 

'stop,cock A,kok/ n a ctx:k for stopping or regulating flow (e g of fluid 
through a pipe) 

Stop down vt to reduce the effective aperture of (a lens) by means of .t 
diaphragm 

Stope /stohp/ n a usu stepiike underground excavation formed as ore is 
removed [prob fr LG stope, lit , step, akin to OH stxfie step more at 

Slip] 

Stopgap /'stop,gup/ n sthg that serves as a temporary expedient, a 
makeshift 

,stop-'go adj alieniaiely active and inactive 
'8top*,off n a stopover 

‘stop, over /-.ohva/ n a stop ai an intermediate point in a journey 
stoppage /'stopij/ n 1 a deduction from pay 2 a conccricd cessation of 
work by a group of employees that is usu more spontaneous and less 
senous than a stnke ['slop ^ -m.f] 

^stopper Atopa/ n 1 shy or sthg that brings to a halt oi causes to stop 
operating or functioning, a check 2 sby or sthg that closes, shuts, or fills 
up, specif sthg (eg a hung or cork) used to plug an opening ['stop 
^ -ih] 

'stopper it to close or sevure (as lO with a stopj>cr 
Stopping Atopmg/ adj, of a tram that stops at most mtermediaic 
stations 

.stop 'press n (space reserved for) late news added to a newspaper after 
printing has begun 

'stop, watch /-.w<x:h/ n a watch that can be started and slop|)cd .at will 
for exact timing 

storage Atawnj/ n la (a) space for storing b mfmokv 4 2a storing 
or being stored (e g m a warehouse) b the pnee charged for keeping goods 
m storage 

'Storage .battery n sioraoi an 

'storage .cell n one or a connected set of secondary cells, an accumu- 
lator 

Storax Aiawraks/ n 1 a tragi ant balsam obtained from the bark ot an 
Asiatic tree of the witch-ha/cl family and used m perfumery 2 (any ot 
a genus of Irenes or shrubs that yield) ben/oni [ME, fr LL, alter of L 
styrax, fr Gk] 

*Store /slaw/ vt I to supply, esp to provide with a store for the future ^ - 
a ship with provisions) 2 to collect as a reserve supply vegetables A 
winter use) - often i up or away 3 to place or leave in a location (c g 
a warehouse, library', or computer memory) for preservation or later use 
or disposal 4 to provide storage room for, hold (boxes for stonng the 
surplus) [ME storen, fr OF cstorer to const lucl, restore, store, fr L 
instaurare to renew, restore, fr in- i -staurarc (akin to Gk stauros stake)) 

- storable adj 

'store n la sthg stored or kept for future use b p! articles accumulated 
for some specific object and drawn on av needed (military ^s'> e sthg 
accumulated d a source from which things may be drawn as needed, a 
reserve fund 2 storage - usu f m (furniture kept in ^) 3 a large 
quantity, supply, or number 4 a warehouse Sa dfpartmkni sioRt b 
chiefly NAm shop 1 6 chiefly Br mfmorv 4 - In store about to happen, 
imminent (there's a nasty surpnse in store for you) 

'store adj of, kept in, or used for a store 


‘store, front /-,frunt/ n, NAm a shopfront 

'store.house /-.hows/ n 1 a warehouse 2 an abundant supply or 
source 

'store.keeper /-.keeps/ n 1 sby who keeps and records stock (e g in a 
warehouse) 2 NAm a shopkeeper 

'storeman /-man/ n, Br sby who is employed to organize and handle 
stored goods or parts, esp in industry 

‘storeroom /-roohm, -room/ n a place for the stonng of goods or 
supplies 

storey, NAm chiefly atory /'slawn/ n (a set of rooms occupying) a 
honzonial division of a building [ME stone, fr ML histona picture, 
storey of a building, fr L, history, tale, prob fr pictures adom|ng the 
windows of medieval buildings] 

storeyed, NAm chiefly storied Atawrid/ adj having a specified number 
of storeys /a 2-sioreyed house) 

storiated /'stawn,aytid/ adj oniamented with elaborate designs [ML 
histonatus, pp of histonarc to tell a story in pictures, fr LL, to relate, fr 
L histona history] 

storied /'stawnd/ adj celebrated in story or history 
Stork /stawk/ n any of vanous large mostly Old World wading birds that 
have long stout bills and are related to the ibises and herons [ME, fr OE 
store, akin to OHG storah stork, OE stearc stiff - more at stark] 
storksbiil /'stawks,bil/ n any of several plants of the geranium family 
with elongated fiointed fruits 

'storm /stawm/ n la a violent disturbance of the weather marked by high 
winds, thunder and lightning, rain or snow, etc b(l) wind having a speed 
of in to n7km/h (64 to 72mph) (2) whoif gaif 2 a disturbed or 
agitated state, a sudden or violent commotion 3 a violent shower of 
objects (e g missiles) 4 a tumultuous outburst (a ^ of abuse) 5 a violent 
assault on a defended position [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG sturm storm, 
OH stynan to stir] - by storm (as lO by using a bold frontal movement 
to capture quickly 

'storm VI la of wind to blow with violence b to ram, hail, snow, or sleet 
<it was - mg in the mountains) 2 to move in a sudden assault or attack 

< -- ed ashore at zero hour) 3 to be in or to exhibit a violent passion; rage 

< - mg at the vnusua! delay) 4 to rush about or move impetuously, 
violently, or angrily (the mob -cd through the streets) ^ vt to attack or 
take (c g a fortified place) by storm 

'storm, bound /-.bownd/ adj confined or delayed by a storm or its 
effects 

'storm ,cone n, Br a usu tarred canvas cone hoisted to determine the 
direction of an impending storm 

'storm ,door n, NAm a door placed outside an ordinary external door 
for protectioT’ ayamst severe weather 
'storm .lantern n, chiefly Br itURRirANE iamp 
'storm .petrel n a small sooty black and white petrel frequenting the N 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 

storm .trooper /i 1 a member of a Nazi pany miliiia 2 a member of 
d force of shock troops 

'storm.water /-,wawi.v' n surface water produced by heavy ram (a ~ 
drainage system'> 

Stormy /'siawmi/ adj marked by tunnoil or fury (a ^ life) (a ^ 
conference) | 'storm + '-y] - stormily ad\, storminess n 
stormy petrel n 1 storm pftrll 2 sby fond of stnfe 
'story /'stawn/ n la an account of incidents or events b a statement of 
the facts of a situation in question (according to their ^ > c an anecdote, 
esp an amusing one 2s a short fictional narrative b the plot of a literary 
work 3 d Widely circulated rumour 4 a lie 5 a legend, romance 6 a news 
article or broadcast [ME stone, fr OF estone, fr L histona history] 
'story n, chiefly NAm a storey 
'story.book /-.book/ adj fairy-tale 

'story.teller /-.teb/ n 1 a relator of tales or anecdotes 2 a har 
stotinka /sto'tingka. stnh-/ n, /i/stotinld /-ki/ Bulgaria at nation- 
ALIIY [Bulg] 

8toup/stoohp//i 1 a large dnnking mug or glass 2 a basin for holy water 
at the entrance of a church [ME stowp, prob of Scand origin, akin to ON 
staup cup] 

'stout /stowt/ adj 1 firm, resolute (‘■^ resistance) 2 physically or 
materially strong a sturdy, vigorous b staunch, endunng c solid, 
substantial 3 forceful v,a ^ attack): also violent (a - wind) 4 corpulent, 
fat - chiefly euph [ME fr OF estout, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG stoix 
proud] - stouHsh adj, stoutly adv, stoutness n 
'stout n a dark sweet heavy-bodied beer 
.stout'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj courageous > stoutheartedly adv 
'stove /stohv/ n la an enclosed appliance that bums fuel or uses 



1 electricity to provide heat chiefly for domestic purposes b a cooker 2 
j chiefly Br a hothouse [ME, heated room, steam room, fr MD or MLG, 

( akin to OHG stub» heated room, steam room; both fr a prehistonc 
WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr (assumed) VL extufa, denv of L ex- * 
Gk typhein to smoke] 

*8tOve past of STAVE 

'Stovo.pipe /-.piep/ n (metal) piping used as a stove chimney or to 
connect a stove with a flue 

•tow /stoh/ vt 1 to put away, store 2a to pack away in an orderly fashion 
in an enclosed space b to fill (e g a ship's hold) with cargo 3 to cram in 
(e g food) - usu f away ( ^ ed away a huge dinner), infml 4 to stop, desist 
- slang; esp in stow it [ME stowen to place, fr \towe place, fr OE stow, 
akin to OFns sto place, Gk stylos pillar - more at ^stper] 

•towage Atowij/ n 1 goods m storage or to be stowed 2a storage 
capacity b a place for storage 3 the state of being stored [srow y 
-agf] 

'stowaway Atoh-a.way/ n sby who stows away 
^Stowaway designed to be dismantled or folded for storage < ^ tables 
and chairs) 

•tow away vi to hide oneself aboard a vehicle, esp a ship, as a means 
of travelling without payment or escaping from a place undetected 
STP n a synthetic hallucinogenic drug chemically related to mescaline and 
amphetamine [fr STP, a trademark for a motor fuel additive] 
strabismus /stra'bizmas/ n squini 1 [NL, fr Gk strabismos condition 
of squinting, fr strabtzein to squint, fr strahas squint-eyed, akin to Gk 
strephan to twist - more at strophl] - strabismic /-mik/ adj 
Straddle /'stradl/ vh straddling /'stradling, ‘stradl ing/ vi to stand or esp 
sit with the legs wide apart - vt 1 to stand, sit, or be astride < ~ a horse) 
2 to bracket (a target) with missiles (e g shells or bombs) 3 to be on land 
on either side of <the ullage s the frontier) [irrcg fr stnde] - straddle 
n, straddler n 

strata /strahf, strayf/ vt to rake (e g ground troops) with fire at close 
range, esp with machine-gun fire from low-flying aircraft [O Oott strafe 
England God punish England, slogan of the Germans in WW I] - strafe 
ii, strafer t, 

Straggla , stragl/ vi straggling /'stragling, ‘stragl ing/ 1 to lag behind or 
stray away from the mam body of sthg, esp from a line of march 2 to move 
or spread untidily away from the mam body of sthg <straggling branches) 
[ME straglen] - straggle n, straggler n 
Straggly Atragli/ adj loosely spread out or scattered irregularly <a ^ 
beard) 

'straight /strayt/ adj la free from curves, bends, angles, or irregulanties 
hair)(^'^ timber) (a stream) b generated by a point moving 
continuously m the same direction (a line) c of, occupying, or passing 
through a fielding position m front of the batsman and near the line 
between the wickets or its extension behind the bowler <a ^ drive) 2 
direct, uninterrupted, e g a holding to a direct or proper course or method 
<a -- thinker) b candid, frank (gave me a ^ answer) (--' talking) c 
coming directly from a trustwonhy source (a ^ tip on the horses) d 
consecutive (6 ^ wins) e having the cylinders arranged m a single 
straight line (a 8-cyImder engine) f upright, vertical (the picture isn't 
quite > 3a honest, fair < dealing) b properly ordered or arranged (e g 
with regard to finance) <he afler the end of the month) (set us on 
that issue) c correct (get the facts ^>4 unmixed gin) 5a not 
deviating from the general norm or prescribed pattern (preferred acting 
in dramas to musicals or comedies) b accepted as usual, normal, or 
proper 6 chiefly NAm marked by no exceptions or deviations in support 
of a pnnciple or party (a ballot) 7a conventional in opinions, habits, 
appearance etc b heterosexual USE (7) infml [ME streght, straight, fr 
pp of strecchen to stretch] - straightish adj, straightness n 
Straight adv 1 in a straight manner 2 without delay or hesitation, 
immediately after breakfast) 

*Straight n 1 sthg straight: e g a a straight line or arrangement b a 
straight part of sthg; esp home straight 2 a poker hand containing S 
cards in sequence but not of the same suit 3a a conventional person b 
a heterosexual USE (J) infml 

.straight and 'narrow n the way of life that is morally and legally 
irreproachable [prob alter, of strait and narrow; fr the admonition of Mt 
7:14, 'strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life’] 
.straighta'way /-a'way/ adv without hesitation or delay; immedi- 
ately 

'straightbrad A2>red/ adj produced from a single breed, strain, or type 
<a ^ Angus hdfer) - compare crossbred - strsightbred n 
straight chain n an open chain of atoms having no side chains 


'straightedge A.ej/ n a piece of wood, metal, etc with an accurate 
straight edge for testing surfaces and (drawing) straight lines 
straighten Atrayt(d)n/ vb to make or become straight - usu • up or 
out - straightener n 

.Straight 'face n a face giving no evidence of emotion, esp amusement 
(keep a - straight-faced adj 

straight fight n a contest, esp an election contest, between 2 candidates 
only 

.Straight 'flush n a poker hand containing 5 cards of the same suit m 
sequence 

.Straightforward /-'faw wad/ adj I free from evasiveness or 
ambiguity, direct, candid (a ^ account) 2 presenting no hidden difli- 
culties (a perfectly ^ problem) 3 cicar-ciit, precise - straightforwardly 
adv, straightforwardness n 
'straight jacket /-jakit/ n a straitjacket 
.Straightlaced A'layst/ adj. thiefly NAm straitlaced 
.straight 'off adv immediately, at oni r 

,straight-'Out ac//. NAm I forthnght, blunt A/m a - answer) 2 
outright, thoroughgoing (a - Democrat > 

.Straight 'up adv, Br truly, honestly - infml, used esp in asking or 
replying to a question < ‘This car's worth a good £1^00 ' ‘Straight up*^’ 
‘Straight up "> 

.Straightway /-'way/ :tdv. archaic immediately, forthwith < ^ the 
clouds began to part) 

'strain /strayn/ n la a lineage, ancestry h a group of plants, animals, 
microorganisms, etc at a level lower than a species /a high -yielding - of 
winter wheat) c a kind, sort (discussions of a lofty - > 2 a trace, streak 
(a ^ of fanaticism) 3 a passage of verbal or musiLal expression usu 
pi with sing meaning 4 the tone or maiinci of an ultcrance or of a course 
of action or conduct (he continued in the same ^ ' [ME stieeii piogeny, 
lineage, fr OE streon gam, acquisition, akin to OHG gislmini gain, L 
struerc to heap up - more at siri’cturi ] 

^Strain \t la to draw tight < -- the bandage over the wouncTf b to stretch 
to maximum extension and tautnc*ss - a cam as over a frame) 2a to 
exert (eg oncselO to the utmost b to in)urc bv overuse, misuse, or 
excessive pressure ed a muscle) c to cause a change of form or siye 
in (a body) by application of external force 3 to squeeze or clasp tightly 
eg a to hug b to compress painfully, constrict 4a to cause to pass 
through a strainer, filter b to remove by straining lumps out of the 
gravy) 5 to stretch beyond a proper limit (that stoiy -s my credulity) 
— VI la to make (violent) efforts (has to ^ to reach the high notes > b 
<o sustain a strain, wrench, or distortion c to contract the muscles 
forcefully m physical exertion 2 to show great resistance, resist strongly 
3 to show signs of strain, continue with considerable difTiculty or effort 
<^--ing under the pressure of work) [ME sirainen, fr ME estraindre, fr 
L stnngere to bind or draw tight, press together, akin to Ok strang-, 
stranx drop squeezed out, strangale halter] 

’strain n straining or being strained c g a (a force, influence, or factor 
causing) physical or mental tension b excessive or difficult exertion or 
labour c a wrench, twist, or similar bodily injury resulting esp from 
excessive stretching of muscles or ligaments d the dclormation of a fxxly 
subjected to stress 

Strained adj 1 done or produced with excessive effort 2 subjected to 
considerable tension / - relations) 

Strainer Atrayna/ /i 1 a device (c g a sieve) to retain solid pieces while 
a liquid passes through (tea ^) 2 any of various devices for stretching 
or tightening sthg [^strain f ^-fr] 

'strain .gauge n an extensometer 

'strait /strayt/ adj, archaic narrow [ME, fr OF estreit, fr L stnetus strait, 
stncl - more at strict] - straitly adv, straitne&s. n 
’strait n 1 a narrow passageway connecting 2 large bodies of water - often 
pi with sing meaning but sing, or pi in constr 2 a situation of perplexity 
of distres-s - usu pi with sing meaning (in dire - s> 
straiten Atrayt(3)n/ vt 1 to subject to severely restncting difficulties, 
esp of a financial kind - often in straightened circumstances 2 archaic to 
restnet in range or scope ['strait ♦ '-fn] 

'•traitjacket, straightjacket /-jakit/ n 1 a cover or outer garment of 
strong material used to bind the body and esp the arms closely, in 
restraining a violent pnsoner or patient 2 sthg that restricts or confines 
like a straitja;kct - straitjacket vt 

.straitlaced, NAm also strsightlaced /-'layst/ adj excessively strict m 
manners or morals 

strake /strayk/ n (the width oO a continuous band of hull planking or 
plates running from stem to stem on a ship [ME, akin to OE streccan 
to stretch - more at strffch] 
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'strand /strand/ n a shore, beach [ME. fr OE; akin to ON strand strand. 

L stemcrc to spread out - more at strew] 

^strand vt 1 to run, drive, or cause to dnft onto a shore; run aground 2 
to leave in a strange or unfavourable place, esp without funds or means 
to depart 

’strand n la any of the threads, stnngs, or wires twisted or laid parallel 
to make a cord, rope, or cable b sthg (e g a molecular chain) resembling 
a strand 2 an elongated or twisted and plaited body resembling a rope 
of pearls'} 3 any of the elements interwoven in a complex whole 
(follow the of the story} [ME strand] - stranded adj 
^strand vt to break a strand of (a rope) accidentally 
strange /stray nj/ adj 1 not native to or naturally belonging in a place, 
of external ongin, kind, or character 2a not known, heard, or seen ^fore 
b exciting wonder or surprise 3 lacking expenence or acquaintance, 
unaccustomed to [ME. fr OF estrange, fr L extraneus, lit , external, fr 
extra outside - more at extra-] ~ strangely adv 
'strangeness /-nis/ n the quantum property that explains the unex- 
pectedly long lifetime possessed by certain elementary particles (eg 
kaons) [si range « -nlss] 

strange particle n an elementary particle (e g a kaon) with a strange- 
ness quantum number different from zero 
stranger /'stray nja/ n la a foreigner, alien b sby who is unknown or 
with whom one is unacquainted 2 one ignorant of or unacquainted with 
sby or sthg (a ~ to books'} [ME, fr MF estrangier foreign, foreigner, fr 
estrange] 

strangle /strangl/ vh strangling /strang-glmg. 'strang-gl-ing/ vt 1 to 
choke (to death) by compressing the throat, throttle 2 to suppress or 
hinder the nse, expression, or growth of ^ vi to die (as if) from being 
strangled [ME stranglen, fr MF estrangier, fr L strangulare, fr Gk 
strangalan, fr strangale halter - more at ^strain] - strangler n 
'strangle, hold / , hot. Id/' n a force or influence that prevents free 
movement or expression 

strangles Atranglz/ n pi but stng or pi in constr a contagious fevensh 
disease of horses marked by nasal discharge, inflammation, and abscesses 
between the jawbones [pi of obs strangle (act of strangling)] 
strangulate /'strang gyoo,layt/ vt 1 to strangle 2 to constnet or 
compress (a blood vessel, loop of intestine, etc) in a way that interrupts 
the ability to act as a passage <a ^ d hernia') ^ vi to become strangulated 
[L strangulatus, pp of strangulare] - strangulation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 
strangury /'strangyoon/ n slow and painful unnaiion [ME. fr L 
stranguna, fr Gk strangouna, fr strang-, stranx drop squeezed out ^ 
ourein to urinate, fr ouroii urine - more at 'strain, urine] 

'strap /strap/ n I a stnp of metal or a flexible matcnal, esp leather, for 
holding objects together or in position 2 (the use of, or punishment with) 
a strip of leather for flogging (gave him the > [alter of strop, fr ME, 
band or loop of leather or rope, fr OE. thong for securing an oar, akin 
to MHG strupfc strap, all fr a prchistonc WGmc word borrowed fr L 
struppus band, strap, fr Gk strophos twisted band, akin to Gk strephein 
to twist - more at sikopmc] - strapping n 
’strap vt 'pp- la to secure with or attach by means of a strap b to support 
(e g a sprained joint) with adhesive piaster 2 to beat with a strap 
'atrap,hanger /-.hang-a/ n a passenger in a tram, bus, etc who has to 
hold a strap or handle for support while standing - straphsnging n 
strappado /stra'pahdoh. -'pay-/ n, pi strappadoes, strappados (an 
instrument to inflict) a former torture consisting of hoisting the victim by 
a rope and letting him/her fall almost to the ground [modif of It 
strappata, lit , sharp pull] 

Strapping Atraping/ adj big, strong, and sturdy in build 
strass /stras/ n pasi f 3 [F stras, srrass] 
strata /'slrahta/ pi of stratum 

stratagem /'stratajam/ n 1 an artifice or tnck for deceiving and 
outwitting the enemy 2 a cleverly contrived tnck or scheme [It sirat- ^ 
agemma, fr L strategema, fr Gk strategema, fr strategein to be a general, 
manoeuvre, fr strategos general, fr stratos army (akin to L stratus, pp of 
stemere to spread out) + agein to lead - more at strew, agent] 

' Strategic /stra'teejik/, strategicsl /-kl/ adj 1 of, marked by. or import- 
ant in strategy (a retreat') - compare tacticai 2a required for the 
conduct of war <'^ materials) b of great importance within an integrated 
whole or to a planned effect 3 designed or trained to stnke an enemy at 
the sources of its power (a bomber) - strategically adv 
strategist Atratijist/ n one skilled in strategy 
Strategy Atratiji/ n la(l) the science and art of employing all the 
resources of a (group oO nation(s) to carry out agreed policies in peace 
or war (2) the science and art of military command exercised to meet the 
enemy in combat under advantageous conditions - compare tactics b 


a variety of or instance of the use of strategy 2a a clever plan or method 
b the art of employing plans towards achieving a goal [Gk strategia 
generalship, fr strategos] 

strath /strath/ n a Hat wide nver valley, esp m Scotland [ScGad 
srath] 

strathspey /.strath'spay/ n (the music for) a Scottish dance that is 
similar to a reel and marked by gliding steps [5rrar/i Spey, distnet of 
Scotland] 

strati- /strati-/ comb form stratum <strati/b/7n> [NL stratum] 
straticulate /stra'tikyoobt, -,layt/ adj having thin parallel straU 
[(assumed) NL straticulum, dim. of stratum] 

stratify /’stratifie/ vt to form, deposit, or arrange in strata -^vi to 
become arranged in strata [NL strati ficare, fr stratum * L -lOcare -ify] 

- stratification /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 

stratigraphy /stra'tigrafi/ n (geology that deals with) the ongin, distn- 
bution, and succession of strata [ISV] - stratigraphic /.strati'grafik/ 
adj 

strato- comb form stratus and (stratocumulus) [NL stratus] 
stratocracy /stra'tokrasi/ n a military government [Gk stratos army - 
more at straiagem] 

Stratocumulus/,strahtoh'kyoohmyool3s, ,straytoh-/ n stratified cumu- 
lus consisting of large dark clouds often covenng the whole sky, esp in 
winter 3“ weather [NL] 

stratosphere /’strata.sfia/ n the upper part of the atmosphere above 
about 1 1km (7mi) in which the temperature changes little and clouds are 
rare [Fstra/osp/iere, fr NLsf/atiim 4 -o- ♦ F sp/iere sphere, fr L spAae/a] 

- stratospheric /.strata'sfenk/ adj 

stratum /'strahtam. 'straytam/ n, pi strata /-ta/ 1 a honzontal layer or 
senes of layers of any homogeneous matenal e g a a sheetlike mass of 
rock or earth deposited between beds of other rock b a layer of the sea 
or atmosphere c a layer of tissue d a layer in which archaeological 
remains are found on *xcavation 2 a socioeconomic level of society - 
often pi with sing meaning <(/i/5 strata of society') [NL, fr L, spread, bed, 
fr neut of stratus, pp of stemere to spread out - more at strew] 
stratus /'strahtas, 'straytas/ n, pi strati /-tie/ a massive broad uniformly 
thick low cloud formation [NL, fr L, pp of stemere] 

'straw /straw/ n 1 (a single stem of) dry stalky plant residue, specif stalks 
of gram after threshing, used for bedding, thatching, fodder, making hats, 
etc 2 a dry coarse stem, esp of a cereal grass 3a sthg of small value or 
importance (she doesn’t care a b sthg too insubstantml to provide 
support or help (clutching at ^s) 4 a tube of paper, plastic, etc for 
sucking up a dnnk 5 pale yellow [ME. fr OE streaw; akin to OHG strd 
straw, OE strewian to strew] - strawy adj - straw in the wind a hmt or 
apparently insignificant fact that is an indication of a coming event 
’straw adj of or resembling (the colour oO straw 
’straw vt to rover (as iQ with straw 

strawberry Atrawb(3)n/ n (the juicy edible usu red fruit oO any of 
several white-flowered creeping plants of the rose family [prob fr the 
straw-1 ke appearance of the achenes on the surface] 
strawberry blonde n (a woman with hair of) a reddish blonde 
colour 

Strawberry mark n a usu red and elevated birthmark composed of 
small blood vessels 

strawberry roan n a roan horse with a light red ground colour 
Strawberry tree n a European evergreen tree of the heath family with 
clustered white flowers and fruits like strawbernes 
'straw, board /-.bawdZ n coarse cardboard made of straw pulp and used 
usu for boxes and book covers 

Straw poll n an assessment made by an unofficial vote [prob fr the 
phrase a straw in the wind - more at 'straw] 
straw vote n, SAm straw poll 

'stray /stray/ w 1 to wander from a proper place, course, or line of 
conduct or argument 2 to roam about without fixed direction or purpose 
[ME sfra/en. fr MF estraier, fr (assumed) VL extragare, fr L extra- outside 
4 vagan to wander - more at extra-, vagary] 

*stray n 1 a domestic animal wandenng at large or lost 2 a person or 
animal that strays [ME, fr OF estraii, pp of esmuer] 

’stray adj 1 having strayed; wandenng, lost 2 occumng at random or 
sporadically (a few hairs) 3 not serving any useful purpose, unwanted 
<- light) 

'streak /streek/ n 1 a line or band of a different colour from the 
background 2 a sample containing microorganisms (eg bacteria) 
implanted in a line on a solid culture medium (e g agar jelly) for growth 
3a an inherent quality; esp one which is only occasionally manifested (had 
a mean in him) b a consecutive series (on a winning ) [ME sfreke. 
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fr OE stnc3\ akin to OHG stnch line, L stnga furrow, row - more at 
strike] 

^streak vt to make streaks on or in ^ vi 1 to move swiftly <a jet ~ ing 
across the sky) 2 to run through a public place while naked - infml - 
streaker n 

atreakad adj marked with stnpes or linear discolorations 
atraaky Atreeki/ marked with streaks 2 of meat, esp bacon having 
lines of fat and lean meat Zofa shot m cncket hit off the edge of 
the bat - streaklly adv, streakiness n 
'atraam /streem/ a la a body of running water, esp one smaller than a 
nver, flowing in a channel on the earth b a body of flowing liquid or gas 
2a a steady succession of words, events, etc b a continuous moving 
procession 3 an unbroken flow (e g of gas or particles of matter) 4 a 
prevailing attitude or direction of opinion - esp in go against/with the 
stream 5 Bra group of pupils of the same general academic ability <r/re 
A '^)- compare set 1 7 [ME streme, fr OE stream; akin to OHG stroum 
stream, Gk rhetn to flow, Skt sarati it flows - more at serum] 
’stream vi 1 to flow (as lO m a stream 2 to run with a fluid <^her eyes 
^ ing with the cold) (wails ^ ing with condensation) 3 to trail out at full 
length (batr ing in the wind) 4 to pour in large numbers in the same 
direction 5 Br to practise the division of pupils into streams ^vt 1 to 
emit freely or in a stream 2 Br to divide (a school or an age-group of 
pupils) into streams 

Streamer /streema/ n la a pennant b a strip of coloured paper used 
as a party decoration c banner 2 2a long extension of the sun's corona 
visible only dunng a total eclipse [Stream -t' '-er] 

''streem, line A, lien/ n 1 the path of a fluid (e g air or water) relative to 
a solid body past which the fluid is moving smoothly without turbulence 
2 a contour given to a car. aeroplane, etc so as to minimize resistance to 
motion through a fluid (e g air) 

’streamline vt 1 to design or construct with a streamline 2 to make 
simpler, more efficient, or better integrated 

Streamlined Atreem.liend/ adj la having a streamline contour b 
effectively integrated: organized 2 having flowing lines 
Stream of consciousness n (a literary technique used to express) 
indmdua' consaous expenence considered as a continuous flow of 
reactions and experiences 

street /street/ n 1 a thoroughfare, esp in a town or village, with buildings 
on either side (lives in a fashionable ^ > 2 the part of a street reserved 
for vehicles [ME strete, fr OE strset; akin to OHG straza street; both fr 
a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr LL strata paved road, fr L. fern 
of stratus, pp of stemere to spread out - more at strew] - on the street 
idle, homeless, or out of a job - on the streets earning a living as a 
prostitute - np/down one’s street suited to one’s abilities or tastes 
Street arab n, oflen cap A arab 2a 
'streetcar /-.kah/ n, NAm a tram 

streets /streets/ adv, chiefly Br far and away ahead of the other 
girls) 

Street theatre n drama dealing with contemporary social and political 
issues and often performed out of doors 
'streetwalker /-.wawka/ n a prostitute who solicits in the streets - 
compare call girl - streetwalking n 

Strength /screng(k)th/ n 1 the quality of being strong; capacity for 
exertion or endurance 2 solidity, toughness 3 b legal, logical, or moral 
force b a strong quality or inherent asset (his and weaknesses) 4a 
degree of potency of effect or of concentration b intensity of light, colour, 
sound, or smell 5 force as measured in members (an army at full > 6 
firmness of, or a rising tendency in, prices (stock markets were displaymg 
remarkable drive and ^ - Financid Times) 7 a basis - chiefly in on the 
strength of [ME strengthe, fr OE strengthu; akin to OHG strengi strong 
- more at strong] - strengthless adj > from strength to strength with 
continuing success and progress 

atrangthan Atreng(k)th9n/ vb to make or become stronger ^ strength- 

atranuoua Astrenyoo-as/ adj I vigorously active 2 requiring effort or 
stamina [L strenuus - more at stare] - strennonsly adv, strenuousness, 
strenuoifty /^titnyoo'osati/ n 
•trap /strep/ n a streptococcus - infml - strep adj 
9Xr9pta- comb form twisted; twisted chain (streptococcus) [NL, fr Gk, 
fr streptos twisted, fr strephdn to twist - more at strophe] 
•traptococcui /.strepta'kokas/ n, pi streptococci /-'kok(s)ie/ any of a 
genus of chiefly parasitic bacteria that occur in pain or chains and include 
some that cause diseases in human beings and domestic animals [NL, 
genus name] - streptococcal, streptococcic A'kok(8)ik/ adj 
atrapto'kinaaa A'kienayz, -nays/ n an enzyme produced by some 


streptococcal bacteria that breaks down blood clots [streptch + kinase {an 
enzyme), fr kiucnc] 

.•trepto'mycin /-'micsm/ n an antibiotic obtained from a soil bacterium 
and used esp in the treatment of tuberculosis [NL Streptomyces, genus 
name of bacteria, fr strepto- +■ Gk mykes fungus] 

'stress /sires/ n la the force per unit area prc^ucing or tending to 
produce deformation of a body: also the state of a body under such stress 
b (a physical or emotional factor that causes) bodily or mental tension c 
strain, pressure 2 emphasis, weight 3a intensity of utterance given to a 
speech sound, syllable, or word so as to produce relative loudness b 
relative force or prominence given to a syllable in verse c ac( ent 2b [ME 
stresse stress, distress, fr destresse - more at distress] - stressful adj, 
stressfuHy adv, stressless adj 

’•trass vt 1 to subject to phonetic stress, accent 2 to subject to physical 
or mental stress 3 to lay stress on; emphasize - stressor n 
'stretch /strech/ vt 1 to extend in a reclining position - often *■ out <~ ed 
himself out on the carpet) 2 to extend to full length 3 to extend (oneself 
or one's limbs), esp so as to relieve muscular stiffness 4 to pull taut 
(canvas was ^cd on a frame) 5a to enlarge or distend, esp by force b 
to strain (--ed his already thin patience) 6 to cause to reach (e g from 
one point to another or across a space) 7 to enlarge or extend beyond 
natural or proper limits ( the rules) 8 to fell (as lO with a blow ~ often 
+ out; infml ^ vi la to extend in space, reach (broad plains ~ ing to the 
sea) b to extend over a penod of time 2 to become extended without 
breaking 3a to extend one's body or limbs b to lie down at full length 
[ME strecchen, fr OE streccan; akin to OHG stiecchan to stretch, OE 
stanan to stare] ' stretchable adj, stretchy adj - stretch a point to go 
beyond what is stnctly warranted in making a claim or concession - 
stretch one’s legs to take a walk in order to relieve stiffness caused by 
prolonged sitting 

’stretch n 1 an exercise of the understanding, imagination, etc beyond 
ordinary or normal limits 2 the extent to which sthg may be stretched 
(at full 3 stretching or being stretched 4 a continuous expanse of 
time or space 5 the capacity for being strelchctl, elasticity 6 a term of 
imprisonment - infml 

Stretcher Astrechs/ n 1 a mechanism for stretching or expanding sthg 
2t a bnck or stone laid with its length parallel to the face of the wall - 
compare header buildino b a timber or rod used, esp when 
honzontal, as a tie (e g a tie-bcam) m a load-bcanng frame (e g for a 
building) 3 a device, consisting of a sheet of catttas or other matcnal 
stretched between 2 poles, for carrying a sick, injured, or dead person 4 
, a rod or bar extending between 2 legs of a chair or table ['sircich 
E '-er] 

Strew /strooh/ vt strewed, strewn /stroohn/ 1 to spread by scattering 
2 to cover (as lO with sthg scattered 3 to become dispersed over [ME 
strewen, strowen, fr OE strewian, streowian, akin to OHG strewen to 
strew, L stemere to spread out, Gk stornynai\ 

Strewth /stroohth/ mterj struth 

stria Astne-p/ n, pi striae Astne i/ 1 a minute groove on the surface of 
a rock, crystal, etc 2 a narrow groove, ridge, line of colours, etc, esp when 
one of a parallel senes (L, furrow, channel - more at sirikf] - striate 
Astne-ayt/ vt, striate Astne at/, striated /stne'aytid/ adj 
Striated muscle n muscle that is marked by alternate light and dark 
bands, is made up of long fibres, and compnses the voluntary muscle of 
vertebrates - compare smooth muscle 
striation /stne'aysh(3)n/ n la being stnated b an arrangement of stnae 
2 a stna 

Stricken Astnkan/ adj afflicted or overwhelmed (as lO by disease, 
misfortune, or sorrow [fr pp of stnke] 

'strickle Astnkl/ n 1 an instrument for levelling off measures of gram 2 
a tool for sharpening scythes [ME stnkell, akm to OE strican to stroke 
- more at strike] 

’strickle vt to smooth or form with a strickle 
strict /strikt/ adj la stnngent in requirement or control (under 
orders) b severe in discipline (a ~ teacher) 2s inflexibly maintained or 
kept to, complete ('^ secrecy) b ngorously conforming to rules or 
standards 3 exact, precise (in the ~ sense of the word) [L stnetus, fr 
pp of stringere to bind tight - more at ^strain] - strictly adv, strict- 
neas n 

stricture /'strikeha/ n 1 an abnormal narrowing of a bodily passage 2 
sthg that closely restrains or limits; a restriction 3 an unfavourable 
cnticism; a censure USE {2AJ) usu pi with sing, meaning [ME, fr LL 
strictun, fr L strictus, pp of stringere to bind tight] 

'stride /stried/ vb ftrode /strohd/; stridden Astridan/ vi to walk (as iQ 
with long steps ^ vt to move over or along (as iQ with long steps [ME 
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stndcn, fr OE stndan, akin to MEG stnden to straddle, OE stanan to 
stare] - strider n 

’stride n 1 a long step 2 an advance - often pi with sing meaning 
{technology has made great s> 3a (the distance covered in) an act of 
movement completed when the feet regain the initial relative positions b 
a state of maximum competence or capability <gct into one’s ■^> 4 a 
striding gait (her loose-Iimhed - in one’s stride without becoming 
upset (took the dangers in her stride) 

Strident Atned(a)nt/ adj charactenzed by harsh and discordant sound. 
also loud and obtrusive < ~ slogans) [L strident-, stndens, prp of stndere, 
stndere to make a harsh noise, akin to Gk & L stnx owl] - stridence, 
stridency /), stridently adv 

stride piano n a style of jaz? piano playing in which the right hand plays 
the melody while the left hand alternates between a single note and a 
chord played an octave or more higher [fr the repeated stndes taken by 
the left hand] 

Stridulate /'stndyoolayt/ vi, esp of cnckets, grasshoppers, etc to make 
a shnll creaking noise by rubbing together special bodily structures 
[back-formation fr stndulation, fr E. fr L stridulus shrill, squeaky, fr 
stndeie, stndere] - stridulatory adj, stridulation /-'laysh(3)ii/ n 
strife /stricf/ n bitter conflict or dissension [ME strif, fr OF estn/, prob 
fr estnver to contend - more at strivf] strifcless adj 
strigose Atnegohs/ adj 1 having bristles or scales lying against a 
surface <,a leaf) 2 marked with fine gnxives nhe - wing cases of a 
beetle) [NL stngosus, fr stnga bnstle, tr L, furrow] 

’strike /stnek/ vb struck /struk/, struck also stricken /'stnkan/ vt la to 
stnke at, hit b to make an attack on c to inflict a blow) 2a to haul 
down ^ a llag'^ b to dismantle (e g a stage set) c to take down the tents 
of (a camp) 3 to afllicl suddenly <stncken by a heart attack) 4 to delete, 
cancel ~ a name ^'o,. • 5a to send down or out ' trtx‘s struck roots 
deep into the soif) b to penetrate painfully < the news struck him to the 
heart > 6 to indicate by sounding (the ckK'k struck T? 7a of light to fall 
on b of a sound to become audible to 8 to cause suddenly to become 
''stiuck him deacf} 9 to produce by stamping n medaf > 10a to 
prtxliice (fire) by striking b to cause (a match) to ignite 11a to make a 
mental impact on s they wm* struck by its spced^> {how does that - you 
b to occur suddenly to 12 to make and ratify (a bargain) 13 to produce 
(as lO by playing an instrument a chord) ( - a ghnimy note) 14a to 
htmk (a fish) by a sharp pull on the line b of a fish to snatch at (bail) 15 
to arrive at (a balance) by computation 16 coMt m ross / ^ gold'^ 17 
to assume (a pose) 18a to place (a plant cutting) in a medium for grovith 
and rooting b to propagate (a plant) in this manner 19 to cause (an arc) 
to form (e g between electrodes of an arc lamp) 20 to play or produce on 
keys or strings 21 NAm to engage in a strike against (an employer) ^si 

1 to take a couise (.struck off across the field) 2a to aim a blow b to make 
an attack 3 to collide forcefully 4a of the time to become indicated by 
.1 clock, bell, or chime \the hour had just struck') b to make known the 
time by sounding (the clock struck > 5 of a fish to seize ban or a lure 6 
of a plant cutting to lake rixn 7 to engage in a strike [MF stnken, fr OF 
stnean to stroke, go, akin to OHG strihhan to stroke, L stnngere to touch 
lightly, stnga. stna furrow] - strike oil to achieve financial success 

’strike n 1 striom r 1 2 an act of striking 3 a work stoppage by a body 
of workers, made as a protest or to force an employer to comply with 
demands 4 the direction of a horizontal line formed at the angle of 
intersection of an upward-sloping stratum and a honzonlal plane 5 a pull 
on a line by a fish in sinking 6 a success in finding or hitting sihg, esp 
a discovery of a valuable mineral deposit <a lucky oil ^ > 7 a pitched ball 
in baseball that is either missed by the batter or hit outside the foul lines 
and that counts against him 8 the kncK'king down of all 10 pins with the 
first bowl in a frame in tenpin bowling 9 the opportunity to rccav-' the 
bowling by virtue of being the batsman at the wicket towards whici. . le 
bowling IS being directed 10 an (air) attack on a target 
'strike.bound /-.bownd/ adj subjected to a stnke 
'strike, breaker A.brayka/ n one hired to replace a striking worker 
'strike.breaking /-.brayking/ n action designed to break up a strike 
strike down vt 1 to afflict suddenly, lay low (struck down by malana) 

2 to cause to die suddenly (a young poet struck down in his pnme) 
Strike off vt 1 to sever with a stroke 2 to forbid (sby) to continue in 

professional practice usu because of misconduct or incompetence (struck 
the doctor off for malpractice) 

Strike out vt to delete ~ vi to set out vigorously (struck out towards the 
coast) 

'strike .pay n an allowance paid by a trade union to its members on 
strike 

striker Atneka/ n 1 a games player who stnkes; esp a soccer player 


whose mam duty is to score goals sport 2 a worker on stnke 

['STRIKL • ^-ir] 

strike up vi to begin to sing or play '^vt 1 to cause to begin singing or 
playing 2 to cause to begin (strike up a conversation) 
striking Atrieking/ adj attracting attention, esp because of unusual or 
impressive qualities - strikiiiKly adv 

Strine Atnen/ n, sometimes not cap Australian English - chiefly humor 
[alter of Australian] 

’string /stnng/ n 1 a narrow cord used to bind, fasten, or tic 2 a plant 
fibre (c g a leaf vein) 3a the gut or wire cord of a musical instrument b 
a stnnged instrument of an orchestra - usu pi 4a a group of objects 
threaded on a stnng (a of beads) b a set of things arranged (as lO m 
a sequence c a group of usu scattered business concerns (a ~ of shops) 
d the animals, esp horses, belonging to or used by sby 5 one who is 
selected (c g for a sports team) for the specified rank, also, sing or pi in 
constr a group of players so selected (usually plays for the first ^ > (a 
second-stnng player) 6 a succession, sequence 7a cither of the inclined 
sides of a stair supporting the treads and nsers archiiecture b 
SIRING c oi’Rsi 8 pi conditions or obligations attached to slhg [ME, fr 
OE streng, akin lo L stnngere to bind tight - more at ^strain] - stringed 
adj, stringleiM adi 

’string vt strung /strung/ 1 to equip with stnngs 2a to thread (as iO on 
a string b to tic, hang, or fasten with stnng 3 to remove the stnngs of 
' - beans) 4 to extend or stretch like a stnng 
’string adj made with wide meshes and usu of string vest)(^ 
bag) 

String along vi 1 to accompany sby. esp reluctantly (stnng along with 
the crowd f 2 to agree on aiong - usu + with ^vt to deceive, fool 
'''stnng him along with false promises) USE infml 
string bean n a French bean or runner bean with stnngy fibres on the 
lines of separation of the pods 

string course n a honzontal ornamental band (e g of bncks) in a 
building 

stringent /'sinnj(,'»)nt/ adj I ngorous or stnet, esp with regard to rules 
or standards 2 marked by money scarcity and credit stnetness [L 
stnngent-. stringens, prj) of stnngere to bind tight] - stringency n, 
stringently adv 

stringer /'string a/ n la honzontal structural support 2 a longitudinal 
stnictur.ll part (e g m an aircraft fuselage or wing) to reinforce the skin 
3 d correspondent working esp part-time for a publication or news agency 

[siRiNi, + '-fr] 

'string.halt /-.hawit/ n lameness m the hind legs of a horse caused by 
muscular spasms ['string (smew, tendon) • 'halt] - itringhnlted adj 
'string, piece /-,pees/ n the heavy squared timber lying along the lop of 
the piles fo.n mg a dock front or timber pier 
string tie n a narrow tie 

string up i/ to hang, specif to kill by hanging (they strung him up from 
the nearest tree) 

stringy /'stnng i/ adj la containing or resembling fibrous matter or 
string ( hair's b sinewy, wiry 2 capable of being drawn out to form a 
sinng stringiness n 

'Stringy, bark /-.bahk/ n (the thick fibrous bark oO any of several 
Australian eucalyptuses 

’strip /strip/ I b ^pp* if la to remove clothing, covenng, or surface or 
extraneous matter from b to depnve of possessions, pnvileges, or rank 2 
to remove furniture, equipment, or accessones from 3 to press the la.st 
available milk from the teats of (esp a cow) 4a to remove cured leaves 
from the stalks of (tobacco) b to remove the midnb from (tobacco leaves) 
5 to damage the thread or teeth of (a screw, cog, etc) ~ n 1 to undress 
2 to perform a stnptease [ME stnppen, fr OE -stripan, akin to OHG 
stroufen to slnp] 

’strip n la a long narrow piece of matenal b a long narrow area of land 
or water 2 lanhing strip 3 Br clothes worn by a rugby or soccer team 
[perh fr MLG stnppe strap] 

strip cartoon n a senes of drawings (e g m a magazine) in narrative 
sequence 

'strip .club n a club which features stnptease artists 
'strip-, cropping n the growing of a cultivated crop (eg maize) in 
alternate stnps with a turf-formmg crop (c g hay) lo minimize erosion of 
the land - strip-crop vb 

stripe /stnep/ n 1 a line or narrow band difTenng in colour or texture 
from the adjoining parts 2 a bar, chevron, etc of braid or embroidery worn 
usu on the sleeve of a uniform to indicate rank or length of service 3 
chiefly NAm a distinct vancty or sort; a type (men of the same political 
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> [prob fr MD; akin to OE stncB streak - more at streak] - striped 
atripelesa adj 

'Strip .farming n 1 the growing of crops in separate strips of land 
allotted to individual farmers so that good and bad land is fairly distnb- 
uted 2 stripH;ropping 

Strip in vt to insert (typeset material) into a prepared space in a 
photocomposed sheet 
'strip .light n a Ruoresccnt lamp 

strip lighting n lighting provided by 1 or more strip lights 
stripling Atnpling/ n an adolescent boy [ME] 
strip mine n, chie/Jy NAm an opencast mine - strip-mine vt, strip 
miner n 

stripper Atripo/ n 1 sby who performs a stnptease 2 a tool or solvent 
for removing sthg. esp paint ['strip -i '-er] 
strip poker n a poker game in which a player pays his/her losses by 
removing articles of clothing 

.striptease /-'teez/ n an act or entertainment in which a performer, esp 
a woman, undresses gradually in view of the audience - stripteaser n 
Stripy Atnepi/ adj stnped 

strive /striev/ vi strove Atrohv/ also strived; striven /stnv(a)n/. strived 

1 to struggle in opposition; contend 2 to endeavour, try hard [ME 
striven, fr OF estnver, of Gmc ongin, akin to MHO streben to endeavour, 
OE stridan to stride] - striver n 

Strobe /strohb/ n a stroboscope [by shortening 8l alter ] 
strobila /stroh'bieb/ a. pi strobilae /-Ii, -lay/ a line of similar joined 
animal structures (e g the segmented body of a tapeworm) produced by 
budding [NL, fr Gk strobile plug of lint shaped like a pinecone, fr 
strot»los pinecone] - strobilar adj 

Strobilation /.strohbi'laysh(a)n/ n the production of strobilae by asexual 
reproduction [NL strobila] 

Strobile Atrohbiel/ n cone I [NL strobilus] 

Strobilus /stroh'bielas/ n, pi strobill /-lie/ cxine 1 [NL, fr LL. pinecone, 
fr Gk strobilos twisted object, top, pinecone, fr strobes action of whirling 

- more at strophe] 

stroboscope Atrohba.skohp/ n an instrument for measuring or observ- 
ing motioi., esp rotation or vibration, by allowing successive views of very 
short duration so that the motion appears slowed or stopped e g a a lamp 
that flashes intermittently at varying frequencies b a disc with marks to 
be viewed under intermittent light, used to set up the speed of a record 
player turntable [Gk sirobos whirling ^ ISV -scope] - stroboscopic 
/.strohba'skopik, .stro-/ adj, stroboscopically adv 
Strode /strohd/ past of stride 

stroganoff Atroganof/ n, often cap a nch dish of stnps of meat (c g 
beeO cooked in a sour-cream sauce [Count Paul Stroganoff, I9th-c Russ 
diplomat] 

'stroke /strohk/ vt to pass the hand over gently in 1 direction [ME 
stroken, fr OE stracian; akin to OHG stnhhan to stroke - more at strike] 

- stroker n 

‘stroke n 1 the act of stnking, esp a blow with a weapon or implement 

2 a single unbroken movement, esp one that is repeated 3 a sinking of 
the ball in a game (e g cncket or tennus); specif an (attempted) sinking 
of the ball that constitutes the sconng unit in golf 4a an action by which 
sthg IS done, produced, or achieved <a ^ of geniusj b an unexpected 
occurrence <a of lucky 5 (an attack oO sudden usu complete loss of 
consaousness, sensation, and voluntary motion caused by rupture, throm- 
bosis, etc of a brain artery 6a (the technique or mode used for) a 
propelling beat or movement against a resisting medium <^what ^ does 
she swimTy Crowed a fast ^ > b an oarsman who sits at the stem of a 
racing rowing boat and sets the pace for the rest of the crew 7 a vigorous 
or energetic effort <never does a ^ > 8 (the distance oO the movement 
in either direction of a reciprocating mechanical part (e g a piston rod) 
9 the sound of a striking clock <ar the ^ of IZy 10 an act of stroking 
or caressing 11a a mark or dash made by a single movement of an 
implement b Br a solidus [ME; akin to OE strican to stroke - more at 
strike] - at a stroke by a single action - off one's stroke in a situation 
where one performs below a usual standard <fr put him off his 
stroke) 

"strokw vt 1 to set the stroke for (a rowmg crew) or for the crew of (a 
rowing boat) 2 to hit (a ball) with a controlled swinging blow ^ vi to row 
at a specified number of strokes a minute 

stroke play n a golf competition scored by total number of strokes - 
compare match play 

etroll /strohl/ vi to walk in a leisurely or idle manner [prob fr O dial 
strolkn] - stroU a 

Stroller Atrohla/ n, NAm a pushchair [stroll + ^-er] 


■trolling Atrohling/ adj going from place to place, esp in search of work 
<- players) 

■troma /'strohma/ n, pi stromata /-mata/ 1 the supporting framework 
of an animal organ or of some cells 2a a compact mass of fungal hyphae 
producing a fruiting body b the colourless mutnx of a chloropiast in 
which the chlorophyll-containing layers are embedded [NL stromat-, 
stroma, fr L, bed covenng, fr Gk stiomat-, stroma, fr stoniynai to spread 
out - more at strew] - stromal, stromatal, stromatic /stroh'matik/ 
adj 

strong /stmng/ adj 1 having or marked by great physical power 2 
having moral or intellectual power 3 having great resources of wealth, 
talent, etc <a film with a cast) 4 of a specified number (an army ten 
thousand — > 5a sinking or supenor of its kind <// resemblance) b 
effective or efficient, esp in a specified area on logic) 6 forceful, 
cogent evidence) 7a rich in some active agent (eg a flavour or 
extract) <-*- tea) h of a colour intense c of an acid or base ionizing to 
a great extent in solution d magnifying by refracting greatly (a ^ lens) 
8 moving with vigour or force (a ^ wind) 9 ardent, zealous (a ~ 
supporter) 10 well established, firm beliefs) 11 not easily upset or 
nauseated (a ^ stomach) 12 having a pungent or offensive smell or 
flavour 13 tending to steady or higher pnccs (a ~ market) 14 of or being 
a verb that forms inflections by internal vowel change (e g drink, drank, 
drunk) compare weak 7 [ME, fr OE strang-, akin to OHG strcngi 
strong. L stnngere to bind tight - more at Strain] - strongish adj, 
strongly adv 

'strong, arm /-.ahm/ adj using or involving undue force C— tactics > 
'strong, box /-.boks/ n a strongly made chest for money or valuables 
Strong breeze n wind having a speed of to 49km/h (25 to 
31mph) 

Strong drink n intoxicating liquor 

Strong gale n wind having a speed of 75 to 88km/h (47 to 54mph) 
'strong, hold /-.hohid/ n I a fortified place 2a a place of refuge or safety 
b a place dominated by a specified group / a Tory - > 

Strong interaction n an interaction between elementary particles that 
IS more powerful than any other known force and is rcsptmsible for the 
forces that bind protons and neutrons in atomic nuclei - compare weak 
interaction 

Strong language n offensive language, esp swearing 
'strong ,man « 1 a man who performs feats of muscular strength 2 an 
autcKratic leader - infml 

.strong-'minded adj marked by firmness and independence of judgment 
- strong-mindedly adv, strong-mindedncs.s n 
'strong, point /-,poynt/ n a small fortified defensive position 
'strong .point n sthg in which one excels 

'strong ,room n a (fireproof and burglarprooO room for money and 
valuables 

Strong suit n 1 a suit m a hand containing playing cards of high value 
2 STRONCi POINT 

strontia Alronlya/ n strontium oxide [NL. fr obs E strontian, fr 
Strontian, village in Scotland] 

Strontium Atronlyam/ n a soft bivalent metallic element of the alkaline- 
eanh group chemically similar to calcium f periodic iahi e [NL, 
fr strontia] 

.strontium '90 /'menu/ n a radioactive isotope of strontium present in 
the fallout from nuclear explosions and hazardous because it can replace 
calcium in bone 

'strop /strop/ n sthg, esp a leather band, for sharpening a razor [ME - 
more at strap] 

‘strop vt -pp- to sharpen on a strop 

strophanthin /stroh'fanthm/ n any of several glycosides (e g ouabain) 
or mixtures of glycosides obtained from Afncan plants of the pcnwinkle 
family [ISV, fr NL Strophanthus, genus of tropical trees or vines] 
Strophe /'strohfi/ n 1 (the part of a chorale odd sung to accompany) a 
turning movement made by the classical Greek chorus 2 a rhythmic 
system composed of 2 or more lines repeated as t unit [Gk strophe, lit., 
act of turning, fr strephein to turn, twist, akin to Gk strobos action of 
whirling] 

■trophic Atrofik, 'stroh-/ adj 1 of, containing, or consisting of strophes 
2 using the same music for successive stanzas of a song 
stroppy /'stropi/ ar^, Br quarrelsome, obstreperous - infini [perh by 
shortening & alter fr obstreperous] 

■trove /strohv/ past of strive 

etructurel /'strukch(3)r9l/ adj la of or affecting structure b used in or 
suitable for building structures <>^ steef) e involved in or caused by 
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structure, esp of the economy <<« unemploymcnty 2 of the physical 
make-up of a plant or animal body - structurally Mdv 
■tructural formula n a chemical formula showing the arrangement of 
atoms and bonds in the molecule 

structuralism Atrukch(a)r3,Iiz(a)m/ n a method or approach used in 
anthropology, literary criticism, linguistics, etc that seeks to analyse data 
m terms of the significance of underlying relationships and patterns of 
organization - structurallat n or adj 
'structure Atrukcha/ n la sthg (e g a building) that is constructed b 
sthg organized in a definite pattern 2 manner of construction 3a the 
arrangement of panicles or pans in a substance or body <50/7 > </no/- 

ecular > b arrangement or interrelation of elements (economic — > 
[ME, fr L structura, fr structus, pp of stniere to heap up, build, akin to 
L %temere to spread out - more at stklw] - structureless adj 
’structure vt to form into a structure 

strudel /'stroohdl/ n a pastry made from a thin sheet of dough rolled up 
with filling and baked (apple ) [G, lit , whirlpool] 

'struggle /'strugl/ vi struggling Atrugling, 'strugl ing/ 1 to make violent 
or strenuous effons against opposition 2 to proceed with difficulty or 
great effon [ME struglen] - stniggler n 
’struggle n t a violent efTon, a determined attempt in adverse circum- 
stances 2 a hard-fought contest 

Struggle for existence n the competition for food, space, etc that 
tends to eliminate less efficient individuals of a population, thereby 
increasing the chance of inherited traits being passed on from the more 
efficient survivors - compare naturai sfiection 
strum /strum/ vb -mm- vt 1 to brush the fingers lightly over the stnngs 
of (a musical instrument) in playing (^ a guitar}, also to thrum 2 to play 
(music) on a guitar a tune) vi to strum a stringed instrument [imit] 

- strummer n 

Struma /'stroi^hma/ n. pi strumae /-mi/, strumas 1 goitre 2 a swelling 
at the base of the capsule in many mosses 3 archaic scrofula [(I, 3) L - 
more at strut, (2) NL, fr L] - strumose /'stroohmohs/ adj 
strumpet /'strumpit/ n a prostitute [ME] 

Strung /strung/ past of sirin(i 
,8trung-'up adj extremely nervous or tense 

'strut /strut/ vi -tt- 1 to walk with a proud or erect gait 2 to walk with 
a pompous air, swagger [ME strouten to swell, protrude siifRy, swagger, 
fr OE strutian to exert oneself, akin to L struma goitre, OE stanan to 
stare] - strutter n 

’strut n 1 a structural piece designed to resist pressure in the direction of 
its length — ^ archiffcturf 2 a pompous step or walk 
’strut vt -tt- to provide or stiffen with a strut 
struth, strewth /stroohth/ inteij, chiefly Br - used to express surpnsc, 
alarm, etc [short for God's truth] 

struthious /'stroohthyas/ adj of or like the ostriches [LL struthio 
ostrich, irreg fr Gk strouthos] 

Strychnine /'stnkncen/ n a poisonous alkaloid obtained from nux 
vomica and related plants and used as a poison (e g for rodents) and 
medicinally as a stimulant to the central nervous system [F, fr NL 
Strychnos, genus name, fr L, nightshade, fr Gk] 

Stuart /'styoo-at/ adj of the Scottish royal house that ruled Scotland from 
1371 to li)3 and Britain from 1603 to 1649 and from 1660 to 1714 
[Robert Stewart (Robert 11 of Scotland) tl390] - Stuart n 
'stub /stub/ n 1 'stump 2 2a short blunt part of a pencil, cigarette, etc 
left after a larger part has been broken off or used up 3a a small part of 
a leaf or page (e g of a chequebook) left on the spine as a record of the 
contents of the part tom away b the part of a ticket returned to the user 
after inspection [ME stubh, fr OE stybb; akin to Gk stypos stem, typtem 
to beat] 

’stub vt -bb- la to grub up by the roots b to clear (land) by uprooting 
stumps 2 to extinguish (e g a cigarette) by crushing - usu + out 3 to stnke 
(one's foot or toe) against an object 

Stubble AtubI/ n 1 the stalky remnants of plants, esp cereal grasses, 
which remain rooted in the soil after harvest 2 a rough growth (e g of 
beard) resembling stubble [ME stable, fr OF estubJe, fr L stupula stalk, 
straw, alter, of stipula - more at stipule] ~ stubbly adj 
Stubborn Atuban/ adj 1 (unreasonably) unyielding or determined 2 
refractory, intractable (a ^ cold} [ME stubom] - stubbornly adv, 
stubbornness n 

stubby Atubi/ adj short and thick like a stub 
'stucco /'stukoh/ n, pi stuccos, stuccoes a cement or fine plaster used in 
the covenng and decoration of walls [It, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG 
stuck! piece, crust, OE stocc stock] 


’stucco vt stuccoes, stuccos; stuccoing; stuccoed to coat or decorate with 

stucco 

stuck /stuk/ past of stick 

,stuck-'up adj superciliously self-important or conceited - infml 
'stud /stud/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a group of animals, esp horses, kept 
pnmanly for breeding 2a a male animal, esp a stallion, kept for breeding 
b a sexually active man - vulg [ME stod, fr OE stod\ akin to OE standan 
to stand] - at stud for breeding as a stud (retired racehorses standing at 
stud) 

’stud n 1 any of the smaller upnght posts in the walls of a building to 
which panelling or laths are fastened 2a a nvet or nail with a large head 
used for ornament or protection b a solid button with a shank or eye on 
the back inserted through an eyelet in a garment as a fastener of ornament 
3a a piece (e g a rod or pm) projecting from a machine and serving chiefly 
as a support or axis b a metal cleat inserted in a horseshoe or snow tyre 
to increase grip 4 NAm the height from floor to ceiling (ME stode, fr 
OE studu, akin to OE stow place - more at stow] 

’stud vt -dd- 1 to provide (e g a building or wall) with studs 2 to decorate, 
cover, or protect with studs 3 to set thickly with a number of prominent 
objects (sky ^ ded with stars) 

'stud, book /-,book/ n an oflicial record of the pedigree of purebred 
horses, dogs, etc 

'studding .sail P studing/ n an additional light sail set at the side of a 
square sail in light winds [ongin unknown] 

studsnt /'styood(3)nt/ n 1 a scholar, learner, esp one who attends a 
college or university 2 an attentive and systematic observer (a ^ of 
human nature) [ME, fr L student-, studens, fr prp of studere to study - 
more at study] 

'studentship /-ship/ n, Br a grant for university study 
student's t distribution n. often cap S t distribution [5/udezif. pen 
name of W S Gossett tl937 Bnt statistician] 
studhorse /'stud.haws/ n a stallion kept esp for breeding 
Studied Atudid/ adj 1 carefully considered or prepared 2 deliberate, 
premeditated / indifference') - studiedly adv 
studio /'styixihdi oh/ n, pi studios la the workroom of a painter, 
sculptor, or photographer b a place for the study of an art (e g dancing, 
singing, or acting) 2 a place where films are made, also, sing or pi in 
constr a film production company including its premises and employees 
3 a room equipped for the production of radio or television programmes 
[It, 111 , study, fr L stadium] 

studio couch n an upholstered usu backless couch that can be converted 
into a double bed b> sliding from underneath it the frame of a single bed 
- compare Btosi riLt 

studio flat n a small flat consisting typically of a main room, kitchen, 
and bathroom 

studious Atyoohdi ss/ adj 1 of, concerned with, or given to study 2a 
marked by or suggesting senous thoughtfulness or diligence, earnest (a 
^ expression on his face') b studied 2 - studiously adv, studiooi- 
ness n 

studwork /"stud.wuhk/ n work supported, strengthened, held together, 
or ornamented by studs 

'study /’studi/ n 1 a state of deep thought or contemplation - esp in a 
brown study 2b the application of the mind to acquiring (specific) 
knowledge (the ^ of Latin) b a careful examination or analysts of a 
subject 3 a room devoted to study 4 a branch of learning 5 a literary or 
artistic work intended as a preliminary or experimental interpretation 4 
an etude [ME studie, fr OF estudie, fr L studium; akin to L studere to 
stud)] 

’study 17 to engage in study ^vt 1 to engage in the study of < ^ medkine) 
2 to consider attentively or in detail 

'stuff /stuf/ n la materials, supplies, or equipment used m various 
activities (the plumber brought h/s b personal property, possessions 
2 a finished textile suitable for clothing; esp wool or worsted material 3a 
an unspecified matenal substance (sold tons of the '^) b a group of 
miscellaneous objects (pick that up off the floor) 4 the essence of a 
usu abstract thing (the ^ of greatness) 5a subject matter (a teacher who 
knows hts '^) b a task involving special knowledge or skill (the firemen 
were called on to do their ^ > 6 worthless ideas, opinion, or writing; 
rubbish USE (5<ft6) infml [M^ fr MF estoffe. fr OF, fr estoffer to equip, 
stock, prob fr MHG stopfen to stop up, stuff, fr OHG stopfon - more at 
stop] 

’stuff vt la to fill (as if) by packing things in; cram b to gorge (onesdO 
with food c to fill (e g meat or vegetables) with a stuffing d to fill with 
stuffing or padding e to fill out the skin of (an animal) for mounting f 
to stop up (a hole); plug 2 to choke or block up (the nasal passages) 3 
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to force into a limited space: thrust 4 Br, of a male to have sexual 
intercourse with - vuig - sniffer n 
, stuffed ‘shirt n a smug, pompous, and usu reactionary person 
Stuffing /'stufing/ n matena) used to stuff sthg, esp a seasoned mixture 
used to stuff meat, eggs, etc 

Stuffy /‘stufi/ adj la badly ventilated; close b stuffed up <j - nose) 2 
stodgy, dull 3 pnm, straitlaced - stuffily adv, stuffiness n 
stultify Atultifie/ vr to make futile or absurd [LL stultificare to make 
foolish, fr L stultus foolish, akin to L stohdus stolid] - stultification 
/,stultirrkaysh(a)n/ n 

'stumble AtumbI/ vi stumbling Atumbling/ 1 to tnp in walking or 
running 2a to walk unsteadily or clumsily b to speak or act in a hesitant 
or faltenng manner 3 to come unexpectedly or by chance - * upon. on. 
or across [ME stumblen. prob of Scand ongin, akin to Norw dial stumle 
to stumble, akin to OE stamenan to stammer] - stumbler n, stumblingly 
adv 

^stumble n an act of stumbling 

'stumbling .block Atumbling/' n an obstacle to progress or under- 
standing 

stumer Atyoohma/ n. Br a sham, fraud, esp a worthless or forged coin, 
note, or cheque - slang [origin unknown] 

'stump /stump/ n la the part of an arm. leg. etc remaining attached to 
the trunk after the rest is removed b a rudimentary or vestigial bodily part 
2 the part of a plant, esp a tree, remaining in the ground attached to the 
root after the stem is cut 3 a remaining pan, a stub 4 any of the 3 upr^ht 
wooden rods that together with the bails form the wicket in cncket 
SPORT [ME stumpe: akin to OHG stumpf stump, ME stampen to 
stamp] 

‘stump vt 1 of a wicketkeeper to dismiss (a batsman who is outside his 
popping crease but not attempting to run) by breaking the wicket with the 
ball before it has touched another fieldsman 2 NAm to travel over (a 
region) making political speeches or supponing a cause 3 to bafHe, 
bewilder - mfml <was ^^ed by her question') ^vt 1 to walk heavily or 
noisily 2 chiefly NAm to travel about making political speeches 
‘stump vt or n (to treat with) a short thick roll of leather, paper, etc usu 
pointed at both ends and used to soften lines in a drawing [n F or Flem, 
F estompe. fr Flem stomp, lit , stub, fr MD. akin to OHG stumpf stump, 
vb fr nj 

Stumper Atumpa/ n 1 a wicketkeeper 2 a puzzling question; a teaser 
['stump ► '-er] 

stump up vb, chiefly Br to pay (what is due), esp unwillingly - infml 
Stumpy /'stumpi/ adj short and thick, stubby 
stun /stun/ vt -on- 1 to make dazed or dizzy (as if^ by a blow 2 to 
overcome, esp with astonishment or disbelief (ME stunen, modif of OF 
estoner ~ more at astonish] 
stung /stung/ past of sting 
stunk /stunk/ past o/* stink 

stunner Atuna/ n an unusually beautiful or attractive person or thing 
- mfml [stun f ‘-er] 

Stunning /'stuning/ adj stnkingly beautiful or attractive - mfml ~ 

stunningly adv 

stunsail, stuns’l Atuns(a)i/ n siudding sail [by contr] 

'stunt /stunt/ vt to hinder or arrest the growth or development of [E dial 
stunt (stubborn, stunted, abrupt), prob of Scand origin, akin to ON stuttr 
scant - more at stint] - stuntednesa n 
‘stunt n an unusual or difficult feat performed to gam publicity [prob 
alter, of stump (challenge)] 

'Stunt .man, fem 'stunt .woman n sby employed, esp as a substitute for 
an actor, to perform dangerous feats 

stupa /'stoohpa/ n a Buddhist shnne in the form of an earthen or bnck 
mound usu containing sacred relics [Skt stupa] 

Stupa /styoohp/ n a hot wet (medicated) cloth applied externally (e g to 
stimulate circulation) [ME, fr L stuppa coarse part of flax, tow, fr Gk 
stypp^ 

Stupafy /'st(y)oohpirie/ vt 1 to make groggy or insensible 2 to astonish 
[MF stupefter, modif of L stupefacere, fr stupere to be astonished f facerc 
to make, do > more at do] - stupefaction /,st(y)oohpi'faksh(a)n/ n 
atupandoua /styooh'pendas/ adj of astonishing size or greatness; amaz- 
ing, astounding [L stupendus, gerundive of stupere] - stupendously adv, 
stupendousness n 

•tupid Atyoohpid/ adj 1 slow-witted, obtuse 2 dulled in feeling or 
perception; toipid 3 annoying, exasperating - mfml (this ^ torch won’t 
work) [MF stapide, fr L stuptdus, fr stupm to be benumbed, be 
astemished; akin to Gk typtein to beat - more at type] - stupidly adv, 
stapMaeas, stupidity /styooh'pidati/ n 


stupor /'styoohpp/ n a state of extreme apalhy, lorjior, or reduced sense 
or feeling (e g resulting from shtKk or intoxication) [ME. fr L, fr stupere] 

- stuporous adj 

sturdy /'stuhdi/ adj 1 strongly built or constituted, stout, hardy 2a 
having physical strength or vigour, robust h firm, resolute [ME, fierce, 
brave, stubborn, fr OF estourdi stunned, fr pp of cstouidir to stun, fi 
(assumed) VL exturdire to be dizzy as a thrush that is drunk from eating 
grapes, fr I ex- + turdus thrush - more at iiirumi] - sturdily ad\, 
sturdiness n 

sturgeon /'sluhj(3)n/ n any of vanous usu large edible fishes whose roe 
IS made into caviar [ME. fr OF estourjon, of Gmc origin, akin to OE 
styna sturgeon] 

Sturm und Drang /.stuhm an 'drang, shiuhm/ n a late 18th-c German 
movement characterized by highly emotional literature, ofien dealing 
with the individual's revolt against society |G, fr Sturm und Drang 
(Storm and Stress), drama by Friedrich von Klinger tl831 G writer] 
'stutter /'stuta/ VI to speak with involuntary disruption or blocking of 
speech (e g by spasmodic repetition or prolongation of vocal sounds) - vt 
to say, speak, or sound (as lO with a stutter compare siammi r [freq 
of E dial stut to stutter, fr ME stullen, akin to D stotlcrcn to stutter, L 
tundere to beat - more at sum] - stutterer n 
‘stutter n (a speech disorder involving) stuttering 
'Sty /stie/ n, pi sties also styes a pigsty [ME. fr OE stig, akin to ON -s/i 
sty] 

‘sty, stye / -^/ n. pi sties, styes an inflamed swelling of a sebaceous gland 
at the margin of an eyelid [short for obs styun, fr (assumed) ME. alter 
of OE stigend, fr stigan to go up. nse - more at staik] 

Stygian /'sliji;>n/ adj, often cap extremely dark or gloomy - fml |L 
stygius, fr Gk stygios, fr Styg-. Siy\ Styx, mythical nvei of the under 
world] 

'styi-, stylo- comb form pillar (^stylohafe [I., fr (ik, fr st\Ios more at 
’stflr] 

‘styl-, styli-, stylo- comb form style. styloid striuture 
/styb/eXslyli/cirm) /stylogra/r/nc ' [I stilus stake, stalk more at 
SlYLtJ 

-Stylar /-'siieb, -’sticlah/ comb form ( - adj) having (such or so many) 
pillars <;amp/i/stylar> [Gk stylos pillar - more at smir] 

'style /stiel/ n la a_ stylus b a prolongation of a plant ovary bcaimg a 
stigma at the top plant c a slender elongated part (c g a bristle) 
on an animal 2a a manner of expressing thought tn language, esp when 
characteristic of an individual, period, etc b the custom or plan followed 
•in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and typographic arrangement and 
display 3 mode of address, a title 4a a distinctive or characteristic mannei 
of doing slhg b a fashionable or elegant life-style lived m ^ > c 
excellence or distinction in social behaviour, manners, or appearance 
[ME stile, style, fr L stilus stake, stylus, style of wnlmg, akin to OE sticiun 
to stick] - stylar adj, styleless adj 

‘style vt 1 to designate by an identifying term, name 2 to fashion 
according to a particular mode styler n 
‘style n a stile 

'-style /'Stiel/ comb form ( - adj) resembling <;/car/ier- style briefcase 
‘-Style comb form ( - adv) in the style or manner of < seated on the flixir 
Indian-slyXe) 

Stylet /'stielit/ n la a slender surgical probe b a thin wire inserted into 
a catheter to maintain ngidity or into a hollow needle to keep it clear of 
obstruction 2 a relatively rigid elongated organ or part (e g a piercing 
mouthpart) of an animal 3 a stiletto [F, fr MF stilet stiletto, fr Oil 
stiletto] 

stylish Atielish/ a(^' fashionably elegant ['styie f -isii] stylishly ac/v, 
stylishness n 

stylist /'stielisl/ n 1 a writer who cultivates a fine literary style 2 one 
who develops, designs, or advises on styles 
stylistic /stie'listik/ adj of esp literary or artistic style - stylistically 
adv 

stylistics /stic'hstiks/ n pi but sing or pi in consttr the study of style, esp 
in literature 

stylize, -ise Atieliez/ vt to make (eg a work of art) conform to a 
conventional style rather than to nature - styllfeation /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
Stylo- - sec '• ’styi- 

stylograpn Atieb,grahf. -,graf/ n a type of fountain pen that has a fine 
point fitted s/ith a needle 
Styloid /'stieloyd/ adj, style-shaped 

-Stylous /-stielis/ comb form (- adj) having (such or so many) styles 
in the floral structure </no/fostylous> ['style] 

stylus Aiiebs/ n, pi styli /-lie/, styluses an instrument for wntmg. 
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marking, incising, or following a groove e g a an instrument used by the 
ancients for writing on clay or waxed tablets b a tiny piece of material 
(e g diamond) with a rounded tip used in a gramophone to follow the 
groove on a record [modil of I, stilus stake, stylus more at si vn ] 
'stymie /'sliemi/ n a condition on a golf green where a ball nearer the hole 
lies in the line of play of another ball (perh fr Sc stymie person with poor 
eyesight] 

^stymie vt to present an obstacle to, thwart 

styptic /'stiptik/ adj tending to contract, bind, or check bleeding, 
astringent [ME stiptik, fr L stypticus, fr Gk styptikos, fr styphein to 
contract] - styptic n 

Styrax Atiearaks/ n siorax 2 [L, fr Gk] 

styrene Atie-areen/ n a liquid unsalurated hydrocarbon used chiefl> in 
making rubber, plastics, etc [ISV, fr L styrux] 
suable /'sCylooh-abl/ adj liable to be sued suability 
/.s(y)(X)lu'bibii/ n 

suave /swahv/ udj smcnnhly though often superricially affable and pt»hle 
[MF, pleasant, sweet, fr L suavis - more at swiii] - suavely adv. 
suavity n 

'sub /sub/ II a substitute - inlml 

*8ub vh -bb- \'i tt) act as a substitute ^\t 1 to subedit 2 to subcontiaci 
VSE mfinl 

’sub n a submanne infml 

•sub ri. Hr 1 a small loan or advance 2 sunsc rituon 2b USE inlml [(1) 
short for subsistence] 

‘sub n a subeditor infml 

sub- /sub-/ piefix I under, beneath, below ^'sub- 
soih ''submarine'/ isubabdominal 2a suliordiiiatc, secondary, next in 
rank below (subeditor} b subordinate portion of, subdivision of 
(subcommittee ^ ^lub/iiiuOr,' '''.uh^enus/ (subphyJuni > ''suborder/ ' su- 
bkingdoni} c re|)eated or further instance of (a specified action or 
process) ' subcontract ''sublet/ 3 bearing an incomplete, partial, or 
inferior resemblance to, approximately /subdo/nma/jr • 
''sub- Victorian • (subliterature > 4a almost nearly vsubtm’r - b adjacent 
to, bordering on \subarctic > [ME, fr L, under, below, secietly, from 
below, up, near, fr sub under, close to more at li'J 
.sub'alpine /-'alpien/ adj 1 of the lower slopes of the Alps 2 cap of or 
growing on high upland slope's 

'subaltern /'sub,')lt(a)n/ adj low m rank or status, subordinate [LI 
subalternus, fr L sub < altemus alternate, Ir alter other (of two) more 
at Ai hr] 

’subaltern n sby holding a subordinate position, specif. Hr a C(*m- 
missioned Aim> officer ranking below captain 
.suban'tarctic /-an'tahktik/ adj (characteristic) ol or being a regioi. jost 
outside the antarctic circle [ISV] subantarctic n 
,8ub-'aqua adj of underwater recreations (e g skin diving with an aqua- 
lung) 

.suba'quatic Aa'kwolik. -a'kwa-/ adj subaqueous [ISV] 
.sub'aqueous /-'akwi as/ adj existing, formed, or taking place in or 
under water 

.sub'arctic /-'ahklik/ adj (charactenstic) of or being a region just outside 
the arctic circle [ISV] - subarctic n 
'8Ubas,8embly /-.i.semhh/ n an assembled unit designed to be incorpor- 
ated with other units in a finished product 
.suba'tomic /-a'tomik/ adj of the inside of an atom rr of particles smaller 
than atoms 

.subau'dition /-dw'dish(a)n/ n the understanding or supplying of sthg 
not expressed - frnl [LL subaudition-, .subauditio, fr subauditus, pp of 
subaudirc to understand, fr L sub- i audire to hear - more at ai d 
imp] 

'sub, basement /-.baysmant/ n a basement below the true basemeiu 
.sub'ealibre /-'kahbp/ adj of smaller calibre than the barrel used for 
firing 

.sub'cellular /-'selyoob/ adj occurnng inside cells, also denved from the 
■ artificial disruption of cells < ^ particles} 

'sub, class /',klah$/ n 1 a category in the biological classification of living 
things below a class and above an order 2 a subset 
.sub'clavian A'klayvyan/ adj (of or bring an artery, nerve, etc) situated 
under the clavicle [NL subclavius, fi sub- » clavicula clavicle] - sub- 
clavian n 

.sub'clinical A'klimkl/ adj having (practically) undetectable symptoms 
<a infection} - subclinically adv 

'subcom.mlttee /■ka.miti/ n a subdivision of a committee usu organ- 
ized for a specific purpose 

.sub'compact /-'kompakt/ n, NAm a small motor car 


'.sub'conscious /-'konshas/ adj 1 existing in the mind but not immedi- 
ately available to consciousness fhis ~ motive} 2 imperfectly or incom- 
pletely conscious (a - state} - subconsciously adv, subconscious- 
ness n 

’.sub'conscious n the mental activities below the threshold of conscious- 
ness 

,sub'continent /-'kontmant/ n 1 a landmass (c g Greenland) of great 
size but smaller than any of the generally recognized continents 2 a vast 
subdivision of a continent, specif, often cap the Indian subcontinent - 
subcontinental /-konti'nentl/ adj 

'.subcon'tract /-kan'trakt/ vt 1 to engage a third party to perform under 
a subcontract all or part of (work included m an onginal contract) 2 to 
undertake (work) under a subcontract - vi to let out or undertake work 
under a subcontract - subcontractor n 
’.sub'contract /-'kontrakt/ n a contract between a parly to an onginal 
contract and a third party, esp one to provide all or a specified part of the 
work or materials rc*quired in the onginal contract 
.sub'critical /-'kntikl/ adj of insufficient size to sustain a chain reaction 
' d ~ mass of fissile matenab 

subculture /'sub.kulcha. .-'-/ n 1 a culture (c g of bactena) denved from 
another culture 2 (a group having) a shared pattern of behaviour and 
values distinguishable from the surrounding culture - subculture vb, 
subcultural /,sub'kulch(a)ral/ adj 

.subcu'taneous Akyooh'taynyds, -nv^s/ adj being, living, used, or made 
under the skin '' - fat> [LL subcutaneus, fr L sub- ^ cutis skin - more 
At *HiDi] - subcutaneously adv 

.sub'deacon /-‘deckan/ n a clenc ranking below a deacon [ME subde- 
con. fr LI subdiaconus, fr L sub- t LI diaconus deacon] 
.subdi'aconate /-dic'ak.'init. -nayt/ n the office or rank of a subdea- 
con 

subdivide /.subili'vied. '--,-/ vt to divide the parts of into more parts ^ vi 
to separate or become separated into subdivisions [ME subdividen, fr LL 
subdividcre, fr L sub- + dividcre to divide] - subdivision /,subdi'vizh(a)n, 
'-,-/ n 

.sub'dominant /-'dominant/ n the fourth note of a diatonic scale - 
subdominant adj 

subdue /s.ib'dyooh/ \t 1 to conquer and bring into subjection 2 to bnng 
under control, curb <' --d her fears} 3 to bring under cultivation 4 to 
rc*duce the intensity or degree of (e g colour) (ME sodewen, subduen 
(influenced in form and meaning by L subdere to subject), fr MF soduire 
to seduce (influenced in meaning by L seducere to seduce), fr L subducere 
to withdraw] - subduer n 

sub'dued . Ji 1 brought under control (as lO by military conquest 2 
reduced or king in force, intensity, or strength - subduedly adv 
.sub'editor r'dita/ n 1 an assistant editor 2 chiefly Br one who edits 
sthg (eg newspaper copy) in preparation for pnnting - subedit vt, 
subeditorial Aedi'tawn-.')!/ adj 

suberin '"syoohbarin/ n a complex waxy substance that is the basis of 
cork [F subenne, fr L suber cork tree, cork] 

suber ization, -isation /,syoohborie'zaysh(3)n/ n conversion of plant 
cell wails into corky tissue by impregnation with subenn - suberized 
/'svoohb^iriezd/ adj 

subfusc Asubfusk/ n formal academic dress for members of a university, 
esp Oxford University [L subfuscus brownish, dusky, fr sub- + fuscus 
dark brown more at dusk.] 

'sub.head /-,hed/, 'suKhcading /-.heding/ n a subordinate caption, title, 
head') g. «r headline 

.sub human A'hycxihman/ adj less than human e g a below the level 
expected of or suited to normal human beings b of animals lower than 
humans, esp anthropoid 

.sub'jacent /-'jays(a)nt/ adj 1 situated under or below 2 underlying ^ 
causes} USE fnil [L subjacent-, subjacens, prp of subjacere to he under, 
fr sub- + jacere to he - more at ALUAC tNi] - subjscency n 
'subject /'subjikt/ n la a vassal b(l) sby subject to a ruler and governed 
by his/her law (2) sby who enjoys the protection of and owes allegiance 
to a sovereign power or state 2a that of which a quality, attnbute, or 
relation may be stated b the entity (e g the mind or ego) that sustains or 
assumes the form of thought or consciousness 3a a department of 
knowledge or learning b(l) an individual whose reactions arc studied (2) 
a dead body for anatomical study and dissection c(l) sthg concerning 
which sthg IS said or done (a ^ of dispute} (2) sby or sthg represented 
in a work of art d(l) the term of a logical proposition denoting that of 
which sthg IS stated, denied, or predicated (2) the word or phrase in a 
sentence or clause denoting that of which sthg is predicated or asserted 
e the pnncipal melodic phrase on which a musical composition or 
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movement is based [ME. fr MF, fr L subjectus one under authonty & 
subjfctum subject of a proposition, fr masc A neut of subjectus, pp of 
subicere to subject, lit . to throw under, fr sub- > jacere to throw - more 
at 'jft] - subjectless adj 

’subject adj 1 owing obedience or allegiance to another < ~ nations') < ^ 
to higher authonty) 2a liable or exposed to b having a tendency or 
inclination, prone to < ^ to colds) 3 dependent or conditional on sthg 
<fAe plan is to approval) USE usu + to 
’subject /sab'jekt/ vt 1 to bnng under control or rule 2 to make liable, 
expose 3 to cause to undergo sthg VSE usu ^ to ~ subjection 
/•'jcksh(3)n/ n 

subjective /sabjektiv/ adj 1 of or being a grammatical subject 2a 
relating to. determined by, or ansing from the mind or self <-» reality) 
b charactenstic of or belonging to reality as perceived rather than as 
independent of mind, phenomenal 3a peculiar to a particular individual, 
personal b ansing from conditions within the brain or sense organs and 
not directly caused by external stimuli ^ sensations) c lacking in reality 
or substance, illusory - subjectively adv, subjectivize vt, subjectivity 
/,subjck'tiv3ti/ n 

subjectivism /sabjekti,viz(d)m/ n 1 a theory that limits knowledge to 
conscious states and elements 2 a doctnne that individual feelings or 
reactions form the basis of moral or aesthetic judgments - subjectiv- 
ist n 

'subject .matter n matter presented for consideration in speech, wnt- 
ing, or artistic form 

'subject to prep depending on. conditionally upon your approval 

1 Will go) 

subjoin /isub'joyn/ vt to annex, append - fml [MF subjotndre, fr L 
subjungere to join beneath, add, fr sub- f jungere to join - more at 
yoke] 

,sub 'judice /jochdisi/ adv before a court, not yet judicially 
decided [L] 

subjugate Aubjoogayt/ vt to conquer and hold m subjection [ME 
subjugaun, fr L subjugatus, pp of subjugare, lit., to bring under the yoke, 
fr sub- jugum yoke - more at yoke] - subjugator n, subjugation 
/-'gaysh(a)n/ n 

'subjunctive /sab'jungktiv/ adj of or being a grammatical mood that 
represents the denoted act or state not a.s fact but as contingent or possible 
or viewed emotionally (e g with doubt or desire) [LL subjunctivus, fr L 
subjunctus, pp of subjungere to join beneath, subordinate] 
’subjunctive n (a verb form expressing) the subjun^rtive mood 
'sublease Aub,lees/ n a lease to a subtenant 
’.sub'lease vt to make or obtain a sublease of 
'.sub'let /-'let/ vb -tt-; sublet to lease or rent (all or part of a property) 
to a subtenant 

’'sub, let n property for subletting 

,sublieu'tenant /-leftenant; NAm -looh'tcnant/ n rank 
sublimate Aubhmayt/ vr 1 sublime 1 2 to divert the expression of 
(an instinctual desire or impulse) from a pnmitive form to a socially or 
culturally acceptable one [ML sub/rmarus, pp of sublimare] - sublimation 
/-'maysh(a)n/ n 

'sublime /sa'bliem/ vt 1 to cause to pass from the solid to the vapour state 
(and recondense to the solid form) 2 to make finer or of higher worth ^ vi 
to pass directly from the solid to the vapour state [ME sublimen, fr MF 
subbmer, fr ML sublimare to refine, sublime, fr L, to elevate, fr subli- 
mis] 

’sublime adj 1 lofty, noble, or exalted in thought, expression, or manner 

2 tending to inspire awe, usu because of elevated quality 3 outstanding 
as such <•«' indifference) [L subhmis, lit , to or in a high position, fr sub 
under, up to -t limen threshold, lintel - more at up. 'limb] - sublimely 
adv, subilmity /su'blimati/ n 

subliminal Aubliminl/ adj \ of a stimulus inadequate to produce a 
sensation or perception 2 existing, functioning, or having effects below 
the level of consaous awareness (^the mind) advertising) [sub- + 
L limm-, limen threshold] - sublininally adv 
.aublittoral /-'Utaral/ n the region in the sea between the lowest point 
exposed by a very low tide and the margin of the continental shelf - 
sttbllttoral adj 

.aub'lunary A'loohnari/ also sobliuar /-'loohna/ adj mundane, terres- 
tnal - chiefly poetic [modif of LL sublunaris, fr L sub- + luna moon - 
more at lunar] 

.aubma'china ,gun Aubma'sheen/ n an automatic or semiautomatic 
portable rapid-firing firearm of limited range using pistol-type ammuni- 
tion 


'.aubma'rine /-ma'reen/ adj being, acting, or growing under water, esp 
in the sea plants) 

’aubmarine Aubma.reen, n a vessel designed for undersea oper- 
ations, esp a submanne warship that is typically armed with torpedoes or 
missiles and uses electric, diesel, or nuclear propulsion 
submariner Aubma.reena, sub'manna/ n a crewman of a submanne 
.aubmax'illa /-mak'sila/ n, pi submaxillae /-li/ aho submaxillas (the 
bone oO the lower jaw, specif in humans [NL] - submaxillary 
/-mak'sibn/ adf or n 

.sub'mediant /-'meedi ^nt/ n the sixth note of a diatonic scale 
submerge /sab'muhj/ vt 1 to put under water 2 to cover (as iQ with 
water, inundate ^ vi to go under water [L submergere, fr sub- ^ mergere 
to plunge - more at mi-roi] - submergence n 
submerged adj submersed 

submersed /sDb'muhsi/ adj 1 covered with water 2 (adapted for) 
growing under water plants) [fr pp of submerse (to submerge), Ir L 
suhmersus, pp of submergere] - submersion /s9b’muhsh(p)n/ n 
'submersible /sab'muhsabl/ adj capable of going under water 
’submersible n sthg submersible, esp a vessel used for undersea explora- 
tion and construction work that is either navigable or attached to a surface 
ship by cable 

submicroscopic /.submiekra'skopik/ adj too small lo be seen in an 
ordinary light microscope [ISV] - submicroscopically adv 
submission /sDb'mish(.'>)n/ n I an act of submitting sthg for consider- 
ation, inspection, etc 2 the state of being submissive, humble, or compli- 
ant 3 an act of submitting lo the authoniy or control of another [ME. 
fr MF, fr L submission-, submissio act of lowcnng. fi submissus, pp of 
submittere] 

submissive /sab'misiv/ adj willing to submit to others submissively 
adv, submissiveness n 

submit /s;)b'mit/ \h-ti- \t la to yield to the authonty oi will of another 
b lo subject to a process or practice 2a to send or commit to another foi 
consideration, inspection, etc b to put forward as an opinion, suggest ' we 

- that the charge is not provctf)' - w 1 to yield onc'self to the authority 
or will of another 2 to allow oneself lo be subjected to sthg [ME 
submitten, fr L submittere to lower, submit, fr sub- • mil fere to send] 

spbmucosa /,submyooh'k<»h/.V n a sup[>oi1ing layer of Iwsc connective 
tissue dircnrtly under a mucous membrane [NL] - submucosal adj 
.sub'multiple /-'mulupl/ n an exact divisor of'a number \S is a - 
of 72) 

• .sub'normal /-'nawmal/ adj 1 lower or smaller than normal 2 having 
less of sthg, esp intelligence, than i.s normal [ISV] subnormally adj, 
subnormality /-naw'mabti/ n 

.sub'orbitai /-'awbitl/ adj 1 situated beneath the orbit of the eye 2 being 
or involving less than I complete orbit <.i sfiacecraft’s — flight/, also 
intended for suborbilal flight (a — riK'kct) 

'subordinate /sa'bawd(^)n.-)t/ adj 1 <x'cupying a lower class or rank, 
infenor 2 subject lo or controlled by authority 3 of a clause functioning 
as a noun, adjective, or adverb in a complex sentence (e g the clause ‘when 
he heard' in ‘he laughed when he heard’) [ME subordinat, fr ML 
subordinatus, pp of subnrdinarc lo subordinate, fr L sub- t ordmare to 
order - more at ordain] - subordinate n, subordinately adv 
’subordinate /sa'bawd(a)nayt/ vt 1 to place in a lower order or class 2 
to make subject or subservient; subdue - subordfnative /sa'bawd(a)nativ/ 
adj, subordination /s9,bawdi'naysh(3)n/ n 

suborn /sa'bawn/ vt to induce to commit perjury or another illegal act 
[MF suborner, fr L subomare, fr sub- secretly v omare to furnish, equip 

- more at ornafe] - suborner n 

suboxide /.sub'oksied/ n an oxide containing a relatively small propor- 
tion of oxygen [ISV] 

'sub,plot /'.plot/ n a subordinate plot in fictian or drama 
'subpoena /sa(b)'peen3/ n a wnt commanding sby to appear in court 
[ME suppena, fr L sub poena under penalty (the first words of the 
wnt)] 

’subpoena vt subpoenaing; subpoenaed to serve with a subpoena 
.sub'polar /.sub'pohb/ adi subantarctic or subarctic 
'aub, region /-,reej(a)n/ n any of the divisions of a (biogeographic) region 
[ISV] - subregional /,-'—/ adj 

.sub 'rose Aohza/adv m stnet confidence; secretly (NL, lit , under the 
rose; fr (he ancient custom of hanging a rose over the council table to 
indicate that all present were sworn to secrecy] 

'subroutine / Tooh,teen/ n a subordinate routine; esp a sequence of 
computer instructions that can be used repeatedly [ISV] 
subscribe /sob'skneb/ vt 1 to write (one's name) underneath 2a to sign 
with one's own hand b to give a written pledge to contnbute ^ vi la to 
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give consent or approval to sthg wntten by signing b to give money (e g 
to chanty) c to pay regularly in order to receive a penodical or service 
2 to agree to purchase and pay for secunties, csp of a new issue for 
1000 shares^ 3 to feel favourably disposed to USE (v/ 1) usu i to [ME 
subscnben, fr L subscnbere, lit , to write beneath, fr sub- 4 scnbcre to 
wnte - more at 'scribe] 

subscriber /sab'skneba/ n sby who subscnbes, specif the owner of a 
telephone who pays rental and call charges 

subscriber trunk dialling n the system by which a telephone user can 
dial direct to any telephone within the system without being connected 
by an operator 

subscript Aub,sknpl/ n a distinguishing symbol wntten or pnnted 
below another character [L subscnptus, pp of subscnbere] - subscript 
adj 

subscription /sab'sknpsh(a)n/ n 1 a sum subscnbed 2a a purchase by 
prepayment for a certain number of issues (e g of a penodical) b Br 
mcmlxrrship fees paid regularly 3 a signature - fml [ME subscnpcioun 
signature, fr L subscription-, subscnptio, fr subscnptus. pp of sub- 
scnbere] 

subsection /'sub,seksh(a)n/ n a subdivision of a section 
subsequent Aubsikwant/ adj following in time or order, succeeding 
[ME, fr L subsequent-, subsequens, prp of subsequi to follow closely, fr 
sub- near f sequi to follow - more at sub-, sue] - subsequently adv 
subserve /sab'suhv/ vt to serve as a means of funhenng (e g a purpose 
or action) - fml [L subservire to serve, be subservient, fr sub- » servirc 
to serve] 

subservience /sab'suhvi ans/ n obsequious servility 
subservient /sab'suhvi-ant/ adj 1 useful in an infcnor capacity, subor- 
dinate 2 obsequiously submissive [L subservient-, subserviens, prp of 
subservire] - subaervicfitly adv 

subset /'sub,set/ u a set each of whose elements is an element of a larger 
set 

'sub, shrub /-, shrub/ n an undershrub - subshrubby adj 
subside /sob'sied/ vi 1 to sink or fall to the bottom; settle 2a to descend. 
csp to sink so as to form a depression b of ground to cave in, collapse 3 
to sink down, settle <-d into a chair; 4 to become quiet, abate [L 
subsidere, fr sub- 4 siderc to sit down, sink, akin to L sedere to sit - moie 
at sn ] - subsidence /s9b'sied(d)ns, 'subsid(a)ns/ n 
'subsidiary /sab'sidyan, -'sij(3)n/ adj 1 serving to assist or supplement, 
auxiliary 2 of secondary importance [L subsidianus, (r subsidium reserve 
troops] 

‘subsidiary n sby or sthg subsidiary, esp a company wholly controlled 
by another compare holdinci company, investment company 
subsidize, -ise Aubsi,dicz/ vt to provide with a subsidy eg a to 
purchase the assistance of by payment of a subsidy b to aid or promote 
(e g a pnvate enterpnse) with public money - subsidizer n, subsidization 
/,subsidie'zaysh(a)n/ n 

subsidy Aubsidi/ n a grant or gift of money (c g by a government to a 
person or organization, to assist an enterprise deemed advantageous to the 
public) [ME, fr L subsidium reserve troops, support, assistance, fr sub- 
near f sedere to sit - more at sub-, sit] 
subsist /sab'sist/ vi 1 to have or continue in existence 2 to have the bare 
necessities of life, be kept alive [LL subsistere to exist, fr L, to come to 
a halt, remain, fr sub- t sistere to come to a stand, akin to L stare to stand 
- more at stand] 

subsistence /»b'sist(a)ns/ n 1 the state of subsisting 2 the minimum 
(c g of food and shelter) necessary to support life [ME, fr LL subsistentia, 
fr subsistent-, subsistens, prp of subsistere] - subsistent adj 
subsistence farming n (a system oO farming that provides (almost) 
all the goods required by the f^rm household, usu without signifp'ant 
surplus for sale 

subsoil Aub,soyl/ n the layer of weathered matenal that underlies the 
surface soil 

,SUb'sonic A'sonik/ adj 1 of, being, moving at, or using air currents 
moving at, a speed less than that of sound in air 2 infrasonic [ISV] - 
fubaonically adv 

'sub, space /-.spays/ n a subset of a space, esp one that has the properties 
(e g those of a vector space) of the including space 
sub specie aeternitatis /.sub .speki-ay letuhm'uhtis/ adv seen in its 
essential or universal form [NL, lit., under the aspect of eternity] 
subspecies Aub,specshiz/ n a category in the biological classification 
of living things that ranks (immediately) below a species [NL] - sub- 
ipeciflc /.subspi'sifik/ adj 

substance Aubstans/ n la a fundamental or essential part or import 
<fbe of his argument b correspondence with reality <fbe allegations 


were without ^ > 2 ultimate underlying reality 3a (a) physical matenal 
from which sthg is made <a/j oily - > b matter of particular or definite 
chemical constitution 4 matenal possessions; property (a man of 
[ME, fr OF, fr L substantia, fr substant-, substans, prp of substare to stand 
under, fr sub- f stare to stand - more at stand] - in subatance in respect 
to essentials 

.sub'standard /-'standad/ adj deviating from or falling short of a 
standard or norm eg a of a quality lower than that presenbed b in 
widespread use but not accepted as linguistically correct by some - 
oimparc nonstandard 

substantial /sab'stansh(a)l/ adj la having matenal existence, real b 
important, essential 2 ample to satisfy and nounsh <a /peal) 3a 
well-to-do. prosperous b considerable in quantity, significantly large 4 
firmly constructed, solid 5 being largely but not wholly the specified thing 
/a - he) [ME, fr OF or LL, OF sul^tantiel, fr LL substantialis, fr L 
substantia] - substantial n, substantially adv, substantialize /-sha,liez/ 
vb, substantiality /sab.stanshi'abti/ n 
substantiate /sab'stanshi ayt/ vt to establish (e g a statement or claim) 
by proof or evidence, venfy - substantiative Ashi ativ/ adj, substanti- 
ation /-,stanshi'aysh(a)n/ n 

'substantive /'substantiv/ n a noun, broadly a word or phrase function- 
ing syntactically as a noun [ME substantif, fr MF, fr substantif, adj, 
having or expressing substance, fr LL substantivus] - substantifize 
/-ti.viez/ vt. substantival /-'tievl/ adj 
‘substantive /'substantiv, sab'stantiv (usu sab'stantiv when applied to 
position, rank, etc)/ adj 1 being a totally independent entity, not inferred 
or denved 2a indicating or expressing existence <//ie ^ verb to be> b not 
requinng or involving a mordant <a dyeing process) 3 relating to or 
functioning as a noun 4 defining rights and duties law) 5 permanent 
and definite rather than temporary or acting rank of colonel) [ME, 
fr LL substantivus having subsUnce. fr L substantia] - substantively 
adv 

substation /'sub,staysh(a)n/ n a subsidiary station in which (the voltage 
of an) elect nc current is transformed for use 

substituent /sub'stityoo ant/ n an atom or group that replaces another 
atom or group in a molecule [L substituent-, substituens, prp of sub- 
sr/tuere] - substituent adj 

'substitute /'substityooht/ n sby or sthg that takes the place of another 
[ME, fr L substitutus, pp of substituere to put in place of, fr sub- f 
statuere to set up, place - more at STAruTb] - substitute adj, substitutive 
/-.tyoohtiv/ adj 

‘substitute vt la to exchange for another b to introduce (an atom or 
group) as a substituent, also to alter (e g a compound) by introduction of 
a substituent • a — d benzene nng) 2 to take the place of; also to introduce 
a substitute ^ d their centre forward in the second half) ^ vi to serve 
a.s a substii r.c - substitutable /.substi’tyoohtdbl/ adj, substitntioB 
/,substi'tyoohsh(a)n/ n. substitutional, substitutionary adj 
substrate Aubstrayt/ n 1 a substratum 2 the base on which an 
organism lives (Jimpets live on a rocky -> 3 a substance acted on (e g 
by an enzyme) [ML subsrrarum] 

.sub'stratum /-'strahum, -'straytom/ n, p/ substrata /-to/ an underlying 
support, a foundation e g a matter considered as the enduring basis for 
all the qualities that can be perceived by the senses (e g colour) b a 
foundation, basis <[his argument has a ^ of truth) c the subsoil [ML, 
fr L, neut of substratus, pp of substemere to spread under, fr sub- + 
stemere to spread out - more at strew] 

'substructure /-.strukcha/ n the foundation or groundwork [$u^- -4 
structuic] - substructural /sub'$trukch(3)r9l/ adj 
subsume /sab'syochm/ vr to include as a member of a group or type 
[NL subsumere, fr I sub- + sumere to take up - more at consume] - 
subsumption /-'sumpsh(a)n, -'sumsh(a)n/ n 
subtenant Asub, tenant/ n sby who rents from a tenant 
subtend /sab'tend/ vt la to define in a given context by extending from 
one side to the other of <a hypotenuse ^ s a right angle) <^aa arc by 
a chord) b to fix the angular extent of with respect to a fixed point ithe 
angle ^ ed at the eye by an object) 2 to be lower than, esp so as to 
embrace or enclose <a bract that ^ $ a Bower) [L subtendere to stretch 
beneath, fr sub- + tendere to stretch - more at thin] 
subtarfuge Asubta,fyoohj/ n 1 deception or tnekery used as a means 
of concealment or evasion 2 a tnek or ruse [LL sulHerfugium, fr L 
subterfugere to escape, evade, fr subter- secretly (fr sutler underneath; 
akin to L sub under) -4 fligere to flee - more at up, fugitive] 
subterminal /.sub'tuhminl/ adj situated or occurring near an end <a ^ 
band of colour) <a collapse) 

.subter'ranean /-ta'raynyan, -ni-an/, subterraneous Anyas, -ni-os/ a^f 
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1 bang or operating under the surface of the earth 2 hidden or out of sight 
[L subtemmcus^ fr sub under + terra earth - more at up, terrace] - 
subtemneanly adv 

subtitle /.sub'tietl/ n 1 a secondary or explanatory title 2 a printed 
explanation (e g a fragment of dialogue or a translation) that appears on 
the screen dunng a film - subtitle vt 
subtle Autl/ adj la delicate, elusive <a ^ fragrance^ b difficult to 
understand or distinguish 2 showing keen insight and perception 3 
cleverly contrived; ingenious 4 artful, cunning [ME sutil, soul, fr OF 
soutil, fr L subtilts, lit., finely woven, fr sub- * tela web; akin to L texere 
to weave - more at technical] - subtleness n, subtly adv 
subtlety Autl-ti/ n 1 the quality of bang subtle 2 sthg subtle; esp a fine 
distinction [ME sutilte, fr OF sutilte, fr L subuhtat-. subtilitas, fr 
subtilis] 

'subtotel /.sub'tohtl/ n the sum of part of a senes of figures 
’subtotal vb to determine a subtotal (for) 

subtract /sab'trakt/ vt to take away by subtraction ('^5 from vi 
to perform a subtraction [L subtractus, pp of subtrahere to draw from 
beneath, withdraw, fr sub- + trahere to draw - more at draw] - 
subtracter n 

subtraction /sab'traksh(a)n/ n the operation of finding for 2 given 
numbers a third number which when added to the first yields the second 
[subtract ■* -ion] 

subtractive /sob'traktiv/ adj 1 tending to subtract 2 constituting or 
involving subtraction 

subtrahend /.subtra'hend/ n a number that is to be subtracted from 
another [L subtrabendus, gerundive of subtrahere] 
subtropical /.sub'tropikl/ also subtropic adj of or being the regions 
bordenng on the tropical zone [ISV] - subtropics n pi 
subulate A^hbyoobt, -,layt/ adj narrow and tapering to a fine point 
<a /ea/> plant [NL subulatus, fr L subula awl, akin to OHG 
siula awl. L suere to sew - more at sew] 

subunit /'sub.yoohnit/ n a unit that forms a discrete part of a larger unit 
(—s ofa protetny 

suburb / subuhb/ n 1 an outlying part of a city or large town 2 pi the 
residential area on the outskirts of a city or large town [ME, fr L 
suburbtum, fr suth near + urbs city - more at sub-] - suburban 
/sa'buhban/ adj or n, suburbanizc /so'buhba.niez/ vt, suburbanization 
/s9,buhb3nie'zaysh(9)n/ n 

suburbanite /sa'buhbo.niet/ n a person who lives in the suburbs 
suburbia /sa'buhbya/ n (the inhabitants oO the suburbs of a city [NL, 
fr E suburb + L -la -y] 

subvention /S3b'vensh(a)n/ n the provision of assistance or financial 
support: e g a an endowment b a subsidy [LL subvention-, subventto 
assistance, fr L subventus, pp of subventre to come up, come to the rescue, 
fr sub- up venire to come - more at sub-, come] - subventionary 
adj 

subversion /S3b'vuhsh(3)n/ n a systematic attempt to overthrow or 
undermine a government by people working secretly within the country 
(ME, fr MF, fr LL subversion-, subversio, fr L subversus, pp of subver- 
tere] - subveraionary adj, subversive /-siv/ adj or n, subversively adv, 
snbversiveBess n 

subvert /sab'vuht/ vt to overthrow or undermine the power of [ME 
subverten, fr MF subvertir, fr L subvertere, lit., to turn from beneath, fr 
sub- + vertere to turn - more at 'worth] - subverter n 
subway Aub,way/ n an underground way: e g a a passage under a street 
(e g for pedestnans, power cables, or water or gas mains) b chiefly NAm 
the underground 

succeed /sak'seed/ vi la to inherit sthg, esp soveragnty, rank, or tnle 
b to follow after another in order 2a to have a favourable result; turn out 
well b to achieve a desired object or end ^ vr 1 to follow (immediately) 
m sequence 2 to come after as heir or successor [ME succeden, fr L 
succedere to go up, follow after, succeed, fr sub- near + cedere to go - 
more at sub-, cede] - auccccder n 

success /sak'ses/ n 1 a favourable outcome to an undertaking 2 the 
attainment of wealth or fame 3 sby or sthg that succeeds <Ae was an 
overnight ^ > [L successus outcome, fr successus, pp of succedere] 
sue'esssful /-f(a)I/ adj 1 resulting in success <a ^ experimenty 2 
having gained success <a bankery - sacceasftilly adv, succesafiil- 
ama 

succession /$ak'se8h(a)n/ n la the order or right of succeeding to a 
property, title, or throne b the line having such a right 2a the act of 
foUowing in order; a sequence b the act or process of becoming entitled 
to a deceased person’s property or title c the change in the composition 
of an ecological system as the competing organisms respond to and modify 


the environment 3 stng or pi in constr a number of people or things that 
follow each other in sequence [ME, fr MF or L, MF, fr L succession-, 
successio, fr successus, pp] - successional adj, successionally adv 
succession state n any of a number of states that succeed a former 
state in sovereignty over a terntory 

successive /suk'sesiv/ adj following one after the other in succession - 
successively adv, successiveness n 

successor /sak'sess/ n sby or sthg that follows another, esp a perstin 
who succeeds to throne, title, or office [ME successour, fr OF, fr L 
successor, fr successus, pp] 

succinct /sak’singkt/ adj clearly expressed in few words; concise [ME, 
fr L succinctus, pp of succingere to gird from below, tuck up, fr sub- + 
cingere to gird - more at ciNcrirRi.] - succinctly adv, succinctness n 
suc.cinic 'acid /sok'smik/ n a carboxylic acid found widely in nature 
and active in the Krebs cycle [F succmtque, fr L succinum amber] 
succory Auk(3)ri/ n the chicory plant [alter of ME cicoree] 
succotash Aukatash/ n a dish of beans and green maize cooked 
together [of Algonquian ongin; akin to Narraganset ms^kwataS suc- 
cotash] 

'succour, NAm chiefly succor /'suka/ n relief, also aid, help [ME succur, 
fr earlier sucurs (taken as pi), fr OF sucon, fr ML succursus, fr L 
succursus, pp of succurrere to run up, run to help, fr suh- up 4 currere 
to run - more at sub-, car] 

’succour, NAm chiefly succor vt to go to the aid of (sby in need or 
distress) 

succubus Aukyoobas/ n, p/succubi /-.bie/ a female demon believed to 
have sexual intercourse with men in their sleep - compare incubus I 
[ME, fr ML, alter of LL succuba prostitute, fr L succubarc to he under, 
fr sub- f cuhare to he, recline - more at *hip] 

'succulent Aukyoolant/ adj I full of juice, juicy 2 of a plant having 
juicy fleshy tissues [L suculentus, fr sucus juice, sap akin to L sugere to 
suck - more at suck] - succulence n, succulent^ ad\ 

’succulent n a succulent plant (e g a cactus) f" pi ant 
succumb /sa'kum/ vi I to yield or give in to 2 to die [F & L, F 
succomber, fr L succumbere, fr sub- ♦ -cumbcrc to he down, akin to L 
cubare to he] 

'such /such; also (occasional weak form) sach/ adj or adv la of the kind, 
quality, or extent </iis habits are - that wc rarely met*/) - used before 
as to introduce an example or companson < ^ trees as (tak or piney b of 
the same sort (^there's no - place} 2 of so extreme a degree or 
extraordinary a nature (ever ^ a lot of people} </n ^ a hurry} used 
* before as to suggest that a name is unmented < we forced down the soup. 
— as It was} [ME, fr OE swilc\ akin to OHG sulih such, both fr a 
prehistoric Gmc compound whose constituents are respectively rep- 
resented by OE swa so & by OE ge//c like - more at so, 'likl] 

’such pron, pi such 1 pi such people, those as wish to leave may do 
so} 2 that thing, fact, or action < -- was the result} 3 pi similar people 
or things <f//i and glass and - as such intnnsically considered, in 
him-/hcrsclf, itself, or themselves <as such the gifl was worth little} 
'such and ,such adj not named or specified - infml 
''such,like /-,liek/ adj of like kind; similar 
’suchlike pron, pi suchlike a similar person or thing 
'suck /suk/ vt la to draw (e g liquid) into the mouth by the suction of 
the contracted lips and tongue b to eat by means of sucking movements 
of the lips and tongue c to take into the mouth as if sucking out a liquid 
<--ed his finger} 2 to draw in or up (as lO by suction <j)lants ^ing 
moisture from the soil} ~ v/ 1 to draw sthg m (as lO by suction; esp to 
draw milk from a breast or udder with the mouth 2 to make a sound 
associated with suction (-ed at his pipe} 3 to act in an obsequious 
manner - infml <'^ing up to his boss} (ME souken, fr OE sucan\ akin 
to OHG sugan to suck, L sugere, Gk hyein to rain] 

’fuck n 1 the act of sucking 2 a sucking movement 
'sucker /'suka/ n la a human infant or young Snimal that sucks, esp at 
a breast or udder; a suckling b a device for creating or regulating suction 
(e g a piston or valve in a pump) c a pipe or tube through which sthg is 
drawn by suction d a mouth (e g of a leech) or other animal organ adapted 
for sucking or sucking e a device, esp of rubber, that can cling to a surface 
by suction 2 a shoot from the roots or lower part of the stem of a plant 
3 any of numerous freshwater fishes closely related to the carps and usu 
having thick soft lips 4a a gullible person - infml b a person irresistibly 
attracted by sthg specified <a ^ for chocolate} - infml ['suck 

-V *-ER] 

’sucker vt to remove suckers from tobaixo} '^vi to send out 
suckers 

sucking /suking/ adj not yet weaned; broadly very young 
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suckle AukI/ vt suckling Aukling, 'suki ing/ 1 to give milk to from the 
breast or udder (a mother suckling her child) 2 to draw milk from the 
breast or udder of 0amhs suckling the ewes) [prob back-formation fr 
suckling] 

suckling Aukling/ n a young unweaned animal 
sucre /'soohkray/ n / Ecuador at na iionai i i y [Sp, fr Antonio Jose 
de Sucre tl830 S American liberator] 

sucrose /'s(y)oohkrohs, -kroh^/ n the disaccharidc sugar obtained from 
sugarcane and sugar beet and (Kcurnng in most plants [ISV, fr F sucre 
sugar] 

suction /‘suksh(a)n/ n 1 the act of sucking 2 the action of exerting a 
force on a solid, liquid, or gaseous body by means of reduced air pressure 
over part of its surface fLL suction-, suctin, fr L suctus. pp of siigerc to 
suck - more at sue k] ' suctional adj 
'suction ,pump n a pump in which liquid is raised by suction under a 
retreating piston 

suctorial /suk'lawn al/ adj adapted for sucking up fluids or sticking by 
suction (a ^ mouth) [NL suctorius, fr L suctus, pp] 

Sudanese /,5oohd(^)n'ee^, n or adj, pi Sudanese (a native or 
inhabitant) of Sudan or the Sudan [Sudan, country in Nh Afnca, the 
Sudan, region in N Africa] 

sudd /sud/ n floating vegetable matter that forms obstructive masses in 
the upper White Nile [Ar, lit , obstruction] 

'sudden /’sud(3)n/ adj la happening or coming uncxpettcdly ^ 
shower) b abrupt, steep 2 marked by or showing haste [ME sodain, fr 
MF, fr L suhitancus, fr subitus sudden, fr pp of suhirc to come up, fr sub 
up t ire to go more at suu-. issui] - suddenly adv. suddenness n 
^sudden n - all of a sudden swner than was expected, suddenly 
sudden death n an extra period of play to break a tic (c g in golf) that 
ends the momciu one siUc giiins the lead 

sudoriferous /,scK)hd3'nf(3)r3s, .syixih-/ adj pioducing or conveying 
sweat glands') [LL sudon/er, fr 1. suc/or sweat < -ifer -iferous - more 
at swpat] 

sudorific /.s(y)oohd.Vnfik/ adi diaphoretic [NI. sudonlkus, fr L sudor] 

- sudorific n 

Sudra /'sfyKHihdro/ n a Hindu of the lowest caste, traditionally restncied 
to menial occupations [Skt sudra] Sudra adj 
suds /sudr/ n pi but sing or pi in const r (the lather on) soapy water [prob 
fr MD sudsc marsh, akin to OE scor/wri to seethe more at sllihi] 
sudsicss adj 

sudsy /'sud/i/ adj frothy, foamy 

sue /s(y)(X>h/ M to bring a legal action against - vi 1 to make a request 
or application - usu i lor or to 2 to take legal proceedings in court [ME 
suen to follow, make legal claim to, bnng legal action against, fr OF 
sunre, fr (assumed) VL sequere, fr L sequi to follow, come or go after, 
akin to Gk hepcsthai to follow] suer n 
suede, su^e /swayd/ n leather with a napped surface |F (gants de) 
Suede Swedish (gloves)] 

suet /'s(y)ooh-it/ n the hard fat lound the kidneys and loins in beef and 
mutton, that yields tallow and is used in cooking [MF. sewer, ti (assumed) 
AF, dim of AF sue, fr L sebum tallow, suet - more at soai*] 
suffer /'sufa/ vt 1 to submit to or be forced to endure 2 to undergo, 
expenence 3 to allow, permit the little children to come unto me' 
V/ 1 to endure pain, distress, or death 2 to sustain loss or damage 3 
to be handicapped or at a disudvanUge [ME sudren, fr OF souffnr, fr 
(assumed) VL suffenre, fr L sulTerre, fr sub- up * ferre to bear ■ more 
at SUB-, 'bear] - sufferable adj, sufferably adv, sufferer n 
sufferance /'suf( 3 )r 3 ns/ n tacit permission, tolerance implied by a lack 
of interference or objection <Ae was only there on ^ ) 
suffering Auf(3)nng/ n the state of one who suffers 
suffice /s.Vfics/ VI to meet a need, be enough <a bnef note will ^ \ - 
It to say he has resigned) ^ vt to be enough for [ME suDicen, fr MF 
suffis-, stem of sufTire, fr L suflicere, lit , to put under, fr sub- ^ facere 
to make, do - more at ixi] 

eufficioncy /s 3 'fish(a)nsi/ n I sufficient means to meet one's needs 2 
the quality of being sufficient; adequacy 
sufficient /sa'fish(3)nt/ adj enough to meet the needs of a situation 
[ME, fr L sufficient-, su/ficiens, fr prp of sufficere] - sufficiently ads 
'suffix /'sufiks/ n an affix (e g -ness iii happiness) appeanng at the end 
of a word or phrase or following a root - compare infix, prfiix [NL 
suffixum, fr L, ncut of suffixus, pp of suffigerc to fasten underneath, fr 
sub- + figere to fasten - more at dyke] - suffixsl adj 
’suffix vt to attach as a suffix - suffixation /,surik'saysh(3)n/ n 
suffocate /'sufa.kayt/ vt I to stop the breathing of (e g by asphyxiation) 
2 to dcpnve of oxygen 3 to make uncomfortable by want of cool fresh 


air ^ VI to become suffocated ■ to die from being unable to breathe b 
to be uncomfortable through lack of air [L suffocatus, pp of sufTocare to 
choke, stifle, fr sub- + fauces throat] - suffocatiogly adv, suffocative 
/-tiv/ adj, suffocation /,suf3'kaysh(9)n/ n 

Suffolk /'sufak/ n 1 any of an English breed of black-faced hornless 
sheep 2 Suffolk punch, Suffolk any of an English breed of chestnut- 
coloured draught horses [Suffolk, county of England, (2) punch (a short 
stocky person or animal), prob short for Punchinello] 
suffragan /'sufrsgan/ adj or n (of or being) 1 a diocesan bishop 
subordinate to a metropolitan 2 an Anglican bishop assisting a diocesan 
bishop and having no nght of succession [n ME, fr MF. fr ML suf- 
traganeus, fr suffragtum support, prayer, adj fr nj 
suffrage /'sufnj/ n 1 a vote given in favour of a question or in the choice 
of sby for an office 2 the nght of voting [L suffragtum vote, political 
support] 

suffragette /.sufra'jct/ n a woman who advocates suffrage for her 
sex 

suffragist /'sufrajist/ n one who advocates extension of suffrage, esp to 
women 

suffuse /sd'fyooh// vt to spread over or through, esp with a liquid or 
colour, permeate [L suffusus, pp of suffundere, lit., to pour beneath, fr 
sub- . fiindere to pour - more at 'found] - suffusion /-xh(3)n/ n, siiffiisive 
/-siv/ adj 

Sufi /'sivohfi/ n A Muslim mystic [Ar sufiy, lit , (man) of wool] - Sufi adj, 
Sufism n, Sufic /-fik/ adj 

'sugar /‘sh<K>g3/ n la a sweet crystallizable matenal that consists (essen- 
tially) of sucrose, is colourless or white when pure tending to brown when 
less refined, is obtained commercially esp from sugarcane or sugar beet, 
and IS important as a source of dietary carbohydrate and as a sweetener 
and preservative of other foods b any of a class of water-soluble carbo- 
hydrate compi.iunds containing many hydroxyl groups that arc of varying 
swcctnc*ss and include glucose, ribosc, and sucrose 2 dear lb [ME sucre, 
fr MF, fr ML ruccarum, fr Olt /ucchero, fr Ar sukkar, fr Per shakar, fr 
Skt sarkara, akin to Skt sarkara pebble] 

’sugar vt 1 to make palatable or attractive 2 to sprinkle or mix with 
sugar 

'sugar ,beet n a while-rixited beet grown for the sugar in its root 
‘sugar, cane n a stout tall grass widely grown in warm regions as a source 
of sugar 

sugar-coated adj 1 covered with a hard coat of sugar 2 having its 
unpleasantness concealed 

sugar .daddy n a usu elderly man who lavishes gifts and money on a 
young worn in in return for sex or companionship - infml 
sugar mapio n a N American maple with a sweet sap that is the chief 
source of m- oK- syrup and maple sugar 

'sugarplum /-.plum/ n a small round sweet usu of flavoured and 
coloured boiled sugar 

sugary , ’sh(x>g(3)n/ adj 1 containing, resembling, or tasting of sugar 2 
exaggeratedly or cloyingly sweet 

suggest /s^'jest/ vt 1 to put forward as a possibility or for consideration 
2a to call to mind by thought or association, evoke b to indicate the 
presence ot \her look cd irritation'^ [L suggestus, pp of suggerere to put 
under, furnish, suggest, fr sub- t gerere to carry - more at cast] - 
suggester n 

suggestible /sd'jcst^bl/ adj easily influenced by suggestion - suggest!* 
bility /'jesta'bibti/ n 

suggestion /s3'jesch(3)n/ n la the act of suggesting b sthg suggested, 
a proposal 2a indirect means (e g the natural association of ideas) to evoke 
ideas or feeling b the impressing of an idea, attitude, desired action, etc 
on the mind of anoiner 3 a slight indication, a trace 
suggestive /sd'iestiv/ adj la a^nvcying a suggestion, indicative b 
conjunng up mental associations, evocative 2 suggesting sthg improper 
or indecent, nsque - suggestively adv, suggestiveness n 
suicidal /,s(y)ooh i'sicdl/ adj 1 relating to or of the nature of suicide 2 
marked by an impulse to commit suicide 3a dangerous, esp to life b 
harmful to one’s own interests - snicidally adv 
suicide /'s(y)ooh i,sied/ n la (an) act of taking one’s own life intenuon- 
ally b ruin of one’s own interests (jKilitical — > 2 one who commits or 
attempts suicide [L sui (gen) of oneself f E -cide. akin to OE A OHG 
sin his, L suus one’s own, Skt sva oneself, one's own] 
sui generis /.sooh i 'jenans/ adj unique [L. of its own kind] 

'suit /s(y)ooht/ n 1 a legal action 2 a petition or appeal, specif courtship 
3 a group of things forming a unit or constitutmg a collection - used 
chiefly with reference to armour, sails, and counters in games 4a an outer 
costume of 2 or more matching pieces that are designed to be worn 
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together garment b a costume to be worn for a specified purpose 
or under particular conditions 5a all the playing cards in a pack bearing 
the same symbol (i e hearts, clubs, diamonds, or spades) b all the cards 
in a particular suit held by I player <a 5-card ^ > c the suit led ^follow 
[ME siute act of followmg, retinue, sequence, set, fr OF, act of 
following, retinue, fr (assumed) VL scquita, fr fern of sequitus, pp of 
sequere to follow > more at sue] 

'suit ET 1 to be appropnate or satisfactory (these prices don’t •« > 2 to put 
on specially required clothing (e g a uniform or protective garb) - usu + 
up -^vt 1 to accommodate, adapt 2a to be gotxl for the health or 
well-being of b to be becoming to; look right with 3 to satisfy, please < s 
me finey - salt someone down to the ground to suit sby extremely 
well 

suitable A(y)oohUbl/ adj appropnate, fitting - suitableness n, suitably 
adv, suitability /-ta'bibti/ n 

suitcase /-.kays/ n a rectangular usu ngid case with a hinged lid and a 
handle, used for carrying articles (e g clothes) 
suite /sweet/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a retinue; csp the personal staff 
accompanying an official or dignitary on business 2a a group of rooms 
occupied as a unit b(l) a 17th- and 18th-c instrumental musical form 
consisting of a senes of dances (2) a modem instrumental composition 
m several movements of different character (3) an orchestral concert 
arrangement in suite form of material drawn from a longer work (e g a 
ballet) c a set of matching furniture (e g a settee and 2 armchairs) for a 
room (a 3-piece -- > [F. alter, of OF stute - more at suit] 
suiting A(y)oohting/ n fabnc suitable for suits 
suitor /'s(y)ooht3/ n one who courts a woman with a view to marriage 
[ME, follower, pleader, fr AF, fr L secutor follower, fr secutus, pp of sequi 
to follow - more at sue] 

sukiyaki /.soohki'yaki, -'yahki/ n a Japanese dish of thin slices of meat, 
soya-bean curd, and vegetables cooked in soy sauce, sake, and sugar 
[J«P] 

sulcsts Aulkayt/ adj scored with (longitudinal) furrows <a — seedpody 
[L sulcatus, pp of sukare to furrow, fr sulcus] 
sulcus Aulkas/ n, p/ sulci Aulsie/ a (shallow) furrow, esp on the surface 
of the brain between convolutions [L; akin to OE sulh plough, Gk holkos 
furrow, helkein to pull] 

suit-, sulfo- comb form, SAm sulph-, sulpho- 
sulfur Aulfa/ n. NAm sulphur > sulfurous adj 
'sulk /sulk/ vf to be moodily silent [back-formation fr sulky] 

'sulk n a fit of sulking - usu pi with sing meaning 
'sulky Aulki/ adj sulking or given to fits of sulking [prob alter, of obs 
suJke (sluggish)] - sulkily adv, sulkiness n 
'sulky n a light 2-wheeled 1 -horse vehicle for 1 person used esp in trotting 
races [prob fr 'su/iry; fr its holding a solitary person] 
sullage Aulij/ n 1 refuse, sewage 2 silt [prob fr MF soiller, souiller to 
soil - more at 'son ] 

sullen /suldn/ adj 1 silently gloomy or resentful, ill-humoured and 
unsociable 2 dismal, gloomy [ME solain sullen, solitary, prob fr 
(assumed) MF, fr L solus alone] - sullenly adv, sullenness n 
sully Auli/ vt to mar the punty of, tarnish [prob fr MF soilJer to 
soil] 

sulph-, sulpho- , NAm sulf-, sulfo- comb form sulphur; containing 
sulphur in the molecular structure (snlphanilamidey [F sulf-, sulfo-, fr 
L sulphur, sulfur] 

'sulpha .drug Aulfa/ n any of vanous synthetic drugs chemically 
related to sulphanilamide that are used to kill or inhibit the growth of 
bacteria [sulpha short for sulphamlamtde] 

sulphanilamide /^ulb'nibmied/ n a sulphonamide that is the parent 
compound of most of the sulpha drugs [sulphanilic (fr ISV sulph- 4 
anthne 4 -ic) + amide] 

sulphate Aulfayt/ n t a salt or ester of sulphuric aad 2 the bivalent 
group or ion SOi^* characteristic of sulphuric acid and sulphates [modif 
of F sulfate, fr L sulphur, sulfur] 

sulphide AulEed/ n a binary compound of sulphur, usu with a more 
electropoiitive element 

sulphite Aulfiet/ n a salt or ester of sulphurous acid [modif of F sulfite, 
alter, of sulfate sulphate] 

sulphon- /sulfon-/ comb form sulphonic <sulpboiuun/(/e> 
sulphonamide /sulTonamicd/ n an amide (e g sulphanilamide) of a 
sulphonic acid; also sulpha drug 

sulphonate Aulfanayt/ n a salt or ester of a sulphonic acid 
sulphonic /suTfonik, -Yohnik/ n of, being, or derived from the univalent 
ac^ group SOfH aetdy [salphone (fr ISV sulph- -one) + -ic] 
eulphon^ Aulfaoil, -niel/ n the bivalent group SO 2 


sulphonylurea /.sulbnilyooCaVree a, -‘yoopn a, -nicl-/ n any of several 
synthetic compounds (eg chlorpropamide) given orally to lower the 
concentration of glucose in the blood in the treatment of diabetes meilitus 
[NL, fr ISV sulphonyl f NL urea] 

'sulphur /'suib/ n 1 a nonmetaliic clement chemically resembling 
oxygen that (x:curs esp as yellow crystals and is used esp in rubber 
vulcanization and in medicine for treating skin diseases periodic 
TABLE 2 pale greenish yellow (ME sulphur bnmstone, fr L sulpur, 
sulphur, sulfur] 

'sulphur vt to treat with (a compound oO sulphur 
sulphurate Aulfyoo.rayt/ vt to sulphur - sulphurator n, sulphuration 
/-'raysh(3)n/ n 

sulphur bottom whale n ni ur whai l [fr the yellowish splotches on 
Its belly] 

.sulphur di'oxide n a pungent toxic gas that is a major air pollutant and 
IS used in making sulphunc acid, m bleaching, and as a food preserv- 
ative 

aulphuret /.sulfyoo'ret/ vt -tf- (NAm -t-, -tt-) to combine or impregnate 
with sulphur [NL sulfuretum sulphide, fr 1. sulfur] 
sulphuric /suffyocank/ adj of or containing (high valency) sulphur 
sulphuric 'acid n a corrosive oily strong acid that is a vigorous 
oxidizing and dehydrating agent 

sulphurize, -ise /'sulbne// vl to sulphur - sulphurization 
/-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

sulphurous Aulf(3)r3S, suJ'fyooarss/ adj 1 of or containing (low 
valency) sulphur 2 resembling or coming from (burning) sulphur 
sulphurous 'acid /sul'fyooar^s/ n a weak unstable acid used as a 
reducing and bleaching agent 

sulphydryl /.sulfhiednl/ n the highly reactive univalent group SH that 
IS present m many biologically active compounds (e g coenzymes and 
enzyme inhibitors) (ISV sulph- + hydr- + -y/] 

sultan Ault(3)n/ n a sovereign of a Muslim state [MF, fr Ar sultan] - 
sultanate /-dt/ n 

sultana /saFtahna/ n 1 a female member of a sultan’s family, esp a 
sultan's wife 2 (the raisin oO a pale yellow seedless grape [It, fern of 
sultano sultan, fr Ar sultan] 

sultry /’sultn/ adj 1 oppressively hot and humid 2 (capable oO exciting 
strong sexual desire, sensual [obs suiter (to swelter), alter of swelter] 
sultrily adv, sultriness n ^ 

'sum /sum/ n 1 a (specified) amount of money 2 the whole amount, the 
, total 3 the gist ' esp in the sum and substance 4a(l) the rc'suli of adding 
numbers off and 7 is I2y (2) the limit of the sum of the first n terms 
of an infinite senes as n increases indefinitely - symbgi b numbcis 
to be added, broadly a problem in anlhmetic c union 3 [ME summe. 
fr OF. fr L summa, fr fern of summus highest, akin to L super over - more 
at 'ovlr] - in sum bnefly 

'sum vt -mm- to calculate the sum of - compare sum i;p symbol 
sumach, sumac /’s(h)oohmak/ n (the dried prjwdered leaves and flowers, 
used in tanning and dyeing, of) any of a genus of trees, shrubs, and 
climbing plants (e g poison ivy) with feathery leaves turning to bnlhant 
colours in the autumn and red or whitish hernes [ME sumac, fr MF, fr 
Ar summaq] 

Sumerian /sooh'mian-an, -'mc3n sn/ n 1 a native or inhabitant of 
Sumer 2 the language of the Sumerians that has no known linguistic 
affinities [Sumer, ancient region of Babylonia] - Sumerian adj 
summarize, -ise Aum.'inez/ vt to express as or reduce to a summary 

- summarizer n. summarization /-'z^ysh(3)n/ n 

'summary /'suman/ adj 1 concise but comprehensive 2a done quickly 
without delay or formality b of or using a summary j;^cx;ecding; specif 
tned or triable in a magistrates' court (a ~ offcmcey law [ME, fr 
ML summanus, fr L summa sum] - summarily adv 
'summary n a bnef account covenng the mam points of sihg 
summat /'sumat/ pron. dial N Eng something [alter of somewhat, pron 
(something)] 

summate Au'mayt/ vt sum up [back-formatien fr summation] 
summation /.su'maysh(d)n/ n 1 the act or process of forming a sum 2 
a total 3 cumulative action or effect 4 (a) summing up of an argument 

- sumnatldnal adj 

'summer fauma/ n 1 the season between spring and autumn compnsing 
in the nortitem hemisphere the months of June, July, and August 2 a 
period of maturity 3 a year <a girl ofiy-^sy- chiefly poetic [ME sumer, 
fr OE sumor, akin to OHG & ON sumer summer, Skt sama year, 
season] 

'summer adj sown in the spring and harvested in the same year as sown 
wheaty - compare winter 
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’summer vi to pass the summer vt to provide (e g cattle or sheep) with 
pasture during the summer 

^summer n a large honzontal beam or stone used csp in building [ME. 
packhorse. beam, fr MF somier, fr (assumed) VL sagmanus, fr LL sagma 
packsaddle, fr Gk] 

'summerhouse A, hows/ n a small building in a garden designed to 
provide a shady place in summer 

'summer .school n a course of teaching held during the summer 
vacation, esp on university premises 
'summertime A.ticm/ n the summer season 
summery /'sum(3)ri/ adj of. suggesting, or suitable for summer 
.summing-'up /'suming/ n 1 a concluding summary 2 a survey of 
evidence given by a judge to the jury before it considers its verdict 
summit Asumit/ /; 1 a lop; esp the highest point or peak 
GLCKJRAPHY 2 thc lopmost level attainable, the pinnacle 3 a conference 
of highest-level officials [ME somete, fr MF, fr OF, dim of sum lop, fr 
L •iummum. neut of summus highest - more at sum] 
summon Asuman/ vt I to convene, convoke 2 to command by a 
summons to appear in court 3 to call upon to come; siznd for < ^ a 
doctor) 4 to call up or muster <~cd up his courage) [ME somonen, fr 
OF somondre, fr (assumed) VL summonere, alter of L summonere to 
remind secretly, fr suh- secretly ♦ monere to warn - more at sub-, mind] 

- summoncr n 

'summons Asurnan// n. pi summonses 1 a call or order by authonty to 
appear at a particular place or to attend to sthg 2 a written notification 
warning sby to appear in court [ME somouns, fr OF somonse, fr pp of 
somondre] 

’summons vt summon 2 

sumo As(y)<X)hmoh/ n Japanese wrestling in which a contestant loses if 
he IS forced out of" ttw* area or thrown off his feet [Jap sumo] 

sump /sump/ n 1 a pit or reservoir serving as a dram or receptacle for 
esp waste liquids c g a a cesspool b chiefly Br thc lower section of the 
crankcase used as a lubncating-oil reservoir in an internal -combustion 
engine _/' c ar 2 thc lowest part of a mine shaft, into which water 
drams [(1) ME sompe swamp. (2) G sumpf, lit , marsh, fr MHG - more 
at swamp] 

sumptuary Asum(p)chooon, -tyoo-/ adj designed to regulate personal 
expenditures and habits <~ laws) [L sumptuanus, fr sumptus expense, 
fr sumptus, pp of sumere to take, spend - more at consumf] 
sumptuous AsunifpX'hoo as. -tyoo-/ adj lavishly nch, costly, or luxur- 
ious [MF sumptueux, fr L sumptuosus, fr sumptus] - sumptuously adv, 
sumptuousness n 

.sum 'total n a total arrived at through the counting of sums 
sum up If 1 to summarize 2 to form or express a rapid appraisal of ^ vi 
to present a summary 

'sun /sun/ n la the staj nearest to the earth, round which thc earth and 
other planets revolve -ZV’ fnfroy. symbol b a star or other celestial 
body that emits its own light 2 the heat or light radiated from the sun 
USk(l) ASiRONOMY [ME sunne, fr OE, akin to OHG sunna sun, L sol 

- more at 'soi ar] - sunless adj - under the sun in thc world, on farth 
</ ie was the last person under the sun 7 expected to see) 

’sun vb -nn- to expose (e g onesclO to thc rays of the sun 
'sun.baked /-.baykt/ adj baked hard by exposure to sunshine 
'sun.bathe /-.baydh/ vi to expose the body to thc rays of thc sun or a 
sunlamp - sunbathe n 

'sun.beam /-.bcem/ n a ray of light from the sun 
'sun.bird /-.buhd/ n any of numerous small bnlliantly coloured tropical 
Old World birds 

'sun, blind /-.bliend/ n, chiefly Br an awning or a shade on a window (e g 
a Venetian blind) that gives protection from the sun's rays 
'sun, bonnet /-.bomt/ n a bonnet with a wide bnm framing the face and 
usu having a ruffle at the back to protect the neck from the sun 
'sun,bow /-,boh/ n an arch resembling a rainbow made by the sun 
shining through vapour or mist 

"sun, burn /-.buhn/ \i) sunburnt /-,buhnt/, sunburned to bum or tan by 
exposure to sunlight [back-formation fr sunburnt, fr sun + burnt] 
’sunburn n inflammation of thc skin caused by overexposure to sun- 
light 

'sun.burst /-buhst/ n an ornament or jewelled brooch representing a sun 
surrounded by rays 

sundae Asunday/ n an ice cream served with a topping of fruit, nuts, 
syrup, etc [prob alter, of Sunday] 

'sun .dance n a N Amencan Indian religious ceremony held in honour 
of the sun 

'Sunday Asunday, -di/ n 1 the day of the week falling between Saturday 


and Monday, observed by Chnstians as a day of worship symroi 
2 a newspaper published on Sundays (further scandal in the -s) [ME, 
fr OE sunnandseg; akin to OHG sunniintag Sunday; both fr a prehistonc 
WGmc-NGmc compound whose components are represented by OE 
sunne sun & by OE dxg day] - Sundays adv 
’Sunday adj 1 of or associated with Sunday 2 amateur / ^ painters) - 
derog 

.Sunday 'best n sing or pi in constr one's best clothes - infml 
'Sunday .school n a class usu of religious instruction held, esp for 
children, on Sundays 

sunder Asunda/ vt to break apart or in two, sever [ME sunderen, fr OE 
gtsundrian, syndnan, akin to OHG suntaron to sunder, L sine with- 
out] 

sundew Asun.dyooh/ n any of a genus of bog plants with long glistening 
hairs on the leaves that attract and trap insects 
'sun, dial /-.die si/ n an instrument to show the time of day by the shadow 
of a pointer on a graduated plate or cylindneal surface 
'sun .dog /i 1 a parhelion 2 a small nearly round halo on the parhelic 
circle 

'sun, down /-.down/ n sunset 

'sundrenched /-.drenchl/ adj exposed to much hot sunshine 
'sundry Asundn/ adj miscellaneous, vanous <- articles) [ME, different 
for each, fr OE syndng, akin to OHG suntang sundry, OE syndnan to 
sunder, L sine without] 

’sundry pron pi m constr an indeterminate number - chiefly in all and 
sundry 

’sundry n \ pi miscellaneous small articles or items 2 Austr extra c 
'sun, fish /-.fish/ n a large marine bony fish with a nearly oval body, a 
length of up to 3m (about lOft), and a weight of 2 tonnes (about 2 
tons) 

'sun.f lower /-.flowa/ n any of a genus of composite plants with large 
yellow-rayed flower heads bearing edible seeds that are often used as 
animal feed and yield an edible oil 
sung /sung/ past of sing 

'sun, glasses /-.glahsiz./ n pi glasses to protect the eyes from the sun 
.sung 'mass n a mass in which presenbed parts are sung by the celebrant 
and congregation 

'sun.hat /-.hat/ n an often large-bnmmed hat worn to protect the head 
and face from the sun 
sunk /sungk/ past of sink 

sunken Asungkan/ adj 1 submerged, esp lying at the bottom of a body 
of water 2a hollow, recessed b lying or constructed below the surround- 
ing or normal level <a ^ bath) [fr obs pp of s/nit] 
sunk fence n a ditch with a retaining wall or fence used to divide lands 
without defacing a landscape 

sunlamp Asun.lamp/ n an electnc lamp that emits esp ultraviolet light 
and 1 $ used esp for tanning the skin 
'sun.light /-.liet/ n sunshine 
'sun,lit /-.lit/ adj lit (as lO by the sun 

'sun, lounge /-.lownj/ n, Br a room having a large glazed area placed to 
admit much sunlight 

sunn /sun/, sunn hemp n (the hemplike fibre from the bark oO an E 
Indian leguminous plant with slender branches and yellow flowers [Hindi 
san, fr Skt .<ana] 

sunna Asoona, 'suna/ n, oBen cap the body of Islamic custom and 
practice based on Muhammad’s words and deeds [Ar sunnab] 

Sunni ^sooni/ n 1 the Muslims of the branch of Islam that keeps to the 
orthodox tradition and acknowledges the first 4 caliphs as nghtful 
successors of Muhammad - compare shia 2 a Sunnite [Ar sunniy, fr 
sunnah] ~ Sunni adj 

Sunnism Asoo,niz(a)m/ n Islam as taught by the Sunni 
Sunnite Asoomet/ n or adj (an adherent) of Sunnism 
sunny Asuni/ adj 1 bnght with sunshine 2 cheerful, optimistic <a 
disposition) 3 exposed to or warmed by thc sun - sunnily adv, sunsi- 
ness n 

sunray pleats Asunray/ npla senes of very narrow overlapping knife 
pleats that are usu produced in fabnc commercially 
'sun.rise /-.nez/ n (the time of) the nsing of the topmost part of the sun 
above thc honzon as a result of the rotation of the earth 
'sun.roof /-.roohf/ n a motor-car roof having an opening or removable 
panel 

sunset Asunsit, -.set/ n (the time oO the descent of thc topmost part of 
the sun below thc honzon as a result of the rotation of the earth 
'sun, shade /-.shayd/ n sthg used as a protection from the sun’s rays: e g 
a a parasol b an awning 
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'sun.thine/-,shien/n 1 the sun’s light or direct rays 2 a place or surface 
receiving the warmth and light of the sun <«ar in the - sunshiny 
adj 

'sun.spot /-.spot/ n a transient dark marking on the visible surface of the 
sun caused by a relatively c(X)ler area 

'tun.stroke /-.strohk/ n heatstroke caused by direct exposure to the 
sun 

'•un.t^n /-.tan/ n a browning of the skin from exposure to the sun 
'sun.trap /-.trap/ n a sheltered place that receives a large amount of 
sunshine 

'tun, up /-.up/ n sunnse - infml 
'sun, wise A.wiez/ adv clockwise 

Suomi Aooh-ami/ n pi m constr the Finnish people [Finn] 

'tup /sup/ vb -pp- chiefly dial to dnnk (liquid) in small mouthfuls (ME 
suppen, fr OE supan, suppan, akin to OHG sufan to drink, sip, OE sucan 
to suck > more at suck] 

’sup n, chiefly dial a mouthful, esp of liquid, a sip 
’sup VI -pp- 1 to eat the evening meal 2 to make one’s supper - on or 
off (ME soupen, suppen, fr OF souper, fr soupc sop, soup - more at 
soup] 

'super /'s(y)oohp3/ n 1 a superfine grade or extra large si7e 2 a police 
or other supenntendent - infml ((1) ^super, (2) short for supenntend- 
ent] 

’super adj - used as a general term of approval, infml (a ^ time} <i/ was 
just — > (short for supeiiine] 

super- /$(y)oohpa-/ prefix 1b(]) higher in quantity, quality, or degree 
than, more than /super/iuman) (2) in addition, extra <superrajr> b(l) 
exceeding or so as to exceed a norm <superAear> ^supersaturate} (2) to 
an excessive degree <supcrsu6f7e> (supersensitive} c surpassing all or 
most others of its kind (e g in size or power) <(supertanker} 2 situated or 
placed above, on, or at the top of (^superlunary} (superscript} 3 having 
(the specified atom or radical) present in an unusually large proportion 
(superphosphate} 4 constituting a more inclusive category of <super' 
family} 5 supenor in status, title, or position <super/x)wer> (L, over, 
above, in addition, fr super over, above, on top of - more at 'over] 
superabundant /,$oohp3ra'bund(3)nt, .syooh-/ adj more than ample; 
excessive (ME, fr LL superabundant-, superahundans, fr prp of supera- 
bundare to exist in more than ample quantities] ~ superabundance n, 
superabundantly adv 

.super'add /-'ad/ vt to add over and above sthg - fml [ME superadden, 
fr L superaddere, fr super- * addere to add] - superadditton 
/-3'dish(3)n/ n 

,super‘annuable /-'anyoo-abl/ adj affording a pension on retirement (a 
post} [superannuaUott * -able] 

,super'annuat8 /-'anyooayt/ vt l to make or declare obsolete or 
out-of-date 2 to retire on a pension, esp because of age or infirmity 
[back-formation fr superannuated] - superannuation /-anyoo- 
'aysh(3)n/ n 

.super'annuated adj incapacitated or disqualified for work, use, or 
continuance by advanced age e g a obsolete b retired on a pension [ML 
superannuatus, pp of superannuan to be too old, fr L super- *■ annus year 
- more at annuai] 

superb /s(y)ooh'puhb/ adj 1 marked by grandeur or magnificence 2 of 
excellent quality (the meal was ^ > [L superbus excellent, proud, fr super 
above + -bus (akin to OE beon to be) - more at 'over, he] - superbly 
adv, snperbneaa n 

.super'caiender /-ludanda/ vt or n (to process in) a stack of highly 
polished rolls used to give a very smooth finish to paper 
'super,cargo /-,kahgoh/ n an officer in a merchant ship in charge of the 
commercial concerns of the voyage [Sp sobrecargo, fr sohre- over (fr L 
super-) -*■ cargo] 

'supercharge /-.chahj/ vt 1 to charge greatly or excessively (e g with 
energy or tension) <^d rhetoric} 2 to supply a charge to (e g an engine) 
at a pressure higher than that of the surrounding atmosphere - super- 
charge n 

'8Uper.charger n a device supplying fuel or air to an internal- 
combustion engine at a pressure higher than normal for greater 
efficiency 

.super'eilious /-'sili-as/ arfj coolly disdainful [L superciliosus, fr super- 
ciHum eyebrow, haughtiness, fr super- ahum eyelid (akin to celare to 
hide) - more at hell] - superciliously adv, superciliousness n 
.super, conductivity /-Jionduk'tivati/ n a complete disappearance of 
clerical resistance in various metals and alloys at temperatures near 
absolute zero - supercouductlng Akan'dukting/ adj, superconductive 
Akan'duktiv/ adj, superconductor Akan'dukta/ n 


.super'cool /-'koohl/ vb to cixil below the freezing point without 
solidification or crystallization 

.super'critical /-'kntikl/ adj, of an aerofoil, esp a wing having super- 
sonic airflow while travelling at subsonic speeds and therefore offenng 
increased lift and speed 

'superego /-.ecgoh/ n the one of the 3 divisions of the mind in 
psychoanalytic theory that is onl> partly conscious, reflects social rules, 
and functions as a conscience to reward and punish - compare 
ID 

.superelevation /-,eli'vaysh(3)n/ n the vertical ditTcrcncc between the 
heights of the inner and outer edges of a highway, pavement, or railway 
track 

.aupere'rogatory Ai'rog3t(3)n/ adi 1 perfonned to an extent beyond 
that needed or required 2 superfluous, nonesscntial USE fml [ML 
supererogalonus, fr supererogatus, pp of supercrogare to perform beyond 
the call of duly, fr LL. to expend in addition, fr L su/>er- t erugare to 
expend public funds with the people's consent, fr e- * rogare to ask] 
supererogation /-,er3'gaysh(3)n/ n 

.superfe'tation /-fec'laysh(3)n/ n suc«'essive fertilization of 2 or more 
ova of different ovulations resulting m the presence of embryos of unlike 
ages in the same uterus (ML superfetation-, superf'etiitio, fr L super- 
fetatus, pp of superfetare to conceive while already pregnant, fr super- < 
fetus act of bearing young, offspring more at loi insj 
.super*ficial /-'fishfa)!/ adj la of a surface b not penetrating below the 
surface wounds') 2a not thorough or profound, shallow b apparent 
rather than real < ^ differences ' [ME, fr LLsupcrficialis, fr L suptrflcies] 

- superficially adv, superflcialness n, superficiality /-.fishi'abti/ ri 
.super'ficies /-‘fisheez/ «. pi superficies I a surface 2 the external 

aspect or appearance of a thing L'.V/i fml [L, surface, fr super- ^ faties 
face, aspect - more at i-aci] 

‘superfine /-.fien/ /ic(/ I of cxtremciv fine size or texture < tixithbnish 
bristles) 2 esp of merchandise of high quality or grade 
.superfluity /-'flooh ati/ n 1 an excess, a supply exceeding what is 
required 2 sthg unnecessary or superfluous (ME superfJuitee, fr Ml 
superfluite, fr LL supcrfluital-, suix'iiluitas, fr L superfluus] 
superfluous /s(y)ixjh'puhlltx) as/ aclj exceeding what is sufficient or 
necessary [ME, fr L superfluus, lit . running over, fr supcrflucre to 
overflow, fr super- 4 fluere to flow - more at 1 iuid] 

'super.giant Ajic^nt/ n a star of very great ontnnsic luminosits, 
enormous size, and low density 

.super'heat A'heet/ vt 1 to heat (a liquid) above the boiling |X)ini 
Vithoul conversion into vapour 2 to heat (a vapoui) so as to cause to 
remain a gas without condensation < -cd steam} superheat n, super- 
heater n 

'.supefhetero.dyne A'helara.dicn/ adj of or using a form of radio or 
television reception in which the radio frequency signal is heler(xlync*d 
with a wave of a frequency such that the resultant is a signal superimposc*d 
on an intermediate frequency carrier [su/v/uomc ^ heterodyne] 
’.super'heterodyne n a supcrheterixlync receiver 
‘superhighway A.hieway/ n, NAm a motorway 
.super'human A'hyoohman/ adj 1 being above the human, divine < ^ 
beings} 2 exceeding normal human power, size, or capability (a - effort} 

- superhumanly adv, superhumanness, superhumanity /-hyooh- 
‘mansti/ n 

.superim'pose /-im'pohz/ vt to place or lay over or above sthg - 
superimposable adj, superimposition /-,imp3‘zish(3)ii/ n 
.superin'eumbent Ain'kumbsnt/ adj lying and usu exerting pressure 
on sthg else (L supenneumbent-, supenneumbens, prp of supenneumbere 
to lie on top of, fr super- i incumbere to he down on - more at 
incumbent] - superincumbently adv 
.super! n'tend Am'lcnd/ vt to be in charge of, direct (LL supennten- 
dere, fr L super- i intendere to intend, attend, direct attention to - more 
al intend] 

.superin'tendence Ain'iend(3)ns/ n supervision, overseeing 
.superin'tendency /-in'tend(3)nsi/ n 1 the office or junsdiction of a 
supenntendent 2 supcnntendcncc 

.superin'tendent Ain'tend(3)nt/ n 1 one who supervises or manages 
sthg 2 a British police officer ranking next above a chief inspector [ML 
supenntendent-, supenntendens, fr LL, prp of supenntendere] - superin- 
tendent adj 

'superior /s(y)ooh'pi3ri-3/ adj 1 situated higher up; upper 2 of higher 
rank or status 3 indifTcrent or unyielding to pain, temptation, etc 4a 
greater in quality, amount, or worth b excellent of its kind 5a of an 
animal or plant part situated above or at the top of another (correspond- 
ing) part b(l) of a calyx attached to and apparently ansing from the ovary 
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(2) of M ovary free from and above a floral envelope (c g (he calyx) 6 of 
a planet further from (he sun than the earth is 7 thinking oneself better 
than others; supercilious [ME. fr MF supeneur, fr L superior, compar of 
superus upper, fr super over, above - more at ’over] - superiority 
/-n'orjti/ n 

'superior n 1 a person who is above another in rank or office, esp the head 
of a religious house or order 2 sby or s(hg that surpasses another in 
quality or merit 

superior conjunction n a conjunction in which a lesser or secondary 
celestial body passes farther from the observer than the primary body 
round which it revolves of Saturn) 
superiority .complex n an exaggeratedly high opinion of oneself 
compare megalomania 2 

superiorly /s(y)ooh'pi3ri ali/ adv 1 m or to a higher position or direction 
2 in a higher or better manner or degree, also in a haughty or condescend- 
ing manner 

superjacent /.soohpa'jaysfajnt, .syooh-/ adj lying above or on sthg - fml 
[L superjacent-, superjacens, prp of superjacere to he over or upon, fr 
super- f jacere to lie, akin to L jacerc to throw - more at ’jet] 
'superlative /s(y)(K)h'puhbtiv/ adj 1 of or constituting the degree of 
grammatical compansoii expressing an extreme or unsurpassed level or 
extent 2 surpassing all others, of the highest degree (he spoke with - 
ease/ [ME superlatif, fr MF, fr LL superlativus, fr L superlatus (pp of 
superferre to carry over, raise high), fr super- < latus, pp of ferre to carry 

- more at rot lraii-, ’rear] - superlatively adv, superlativeness n 
'superlative n 1 the superlative degree or form in a language 2 an 

exaggerated expression, esp of praise (talked m ~s> 
superlunary /,s(>)oohpa'loohnari/ also .super'lunar /-‘loohna/ adj 
beyond the mo<m. celestial [L super- + luna moon - more at it nar] 
'superman /-man/ i) a person i<f extraordinary power or achievements 

- infml [trails of G ubermensc/)] 

'super, market /-.mahkit/ n a usu large self-service retail shop selling 
foods and household merchandise 

.super'natant /-'nayt(3)n(/ n or adj (a substance) floating on the surface 
[atlj 1. sujiernatant-. supernatans, prp of supematare to float, fr super- • 
natare to swim, n fi adj] 

.super'natural /-'nachfalral/ jdj 1 of an order of existence or an agency 
(e g a god or spirit) not bound by normal laws of cause and clTect 2a 
departing from what is usual or normal, esp in nature b attributed to an 
invisible agent fc g a ghost or spint) [ML supematuralts, fr L sufiet- 
natura nature] - supernatural n, supernaturalism n, supernaturally ad\, 
supernaturalness n 

.super'normal /-'nawml/ adj exceeding the normal or average - super- 
normally dd\, supemormality /-naw'mabti/ n 
.super'nova /-'nohva/ n any of the rarely observed nova outbursts in 
which the luminosity reaches 100 million times that of the sun [NL] 
'.super'numerary /-'nycxihmran/ adj exceeding the usual or stated 
number \a ^ tooth) [LL supemumeranus, fr L super- ^ numerus 
number - more at NiMiut] 

'supernumerary n 1 a person employed as an extra assistant or 
sulistitute 2 an actor employed to play a walk-on 
.super'ordinate /-'awdmat/ adj superior in rank, class, or status [supei - 
^ -ordinate (as in subordinate)] 

, super, ovu'lation /-,ovyoo'laysh( 9 )n/ n production of exceptional num- 
bers of eggs at one time 

.super'phosphate /-'fosfayt/ n a fertilizer made from insoluble mineral 
phosphates by treatment with sulphunc acid 
.super'pose /-poh?./ vt 1 to lay (c g a geometne figure) on another so 
as to make all like parts coincide 2 to place or lay over or above - fml 
[prob fr F superposet, back-formation fr superposition, fr LL superpo- 
sition-, superpositio, fr L superpositus, pp of superponere to superpose, 
fr super- \ ponere to place - more at kisiiion] - superposablc adj, 
superposition /-pa'zish(a)n/ n 

'superpower /-.powa/ n an extremely powerful nation, specif any of a 
very few dominant states in the world 

.super'saturate /-'sachoorayt/ vt to add to beyond the point of satura- 
tion - supersaturation /-.sachoo'raysh(a)n/ n 
.euper'seribe /-'skneb/ vt 1 to wnic on the top or outside 2 to wnte 
sthg (c g an address) on the outside or cover of [L superscribere, fr super- 
+ senbere to wnte - more at 'scribeJ 
'superscript /-.skript/ n a distinguishing symbol written or pnnted 
above another character [L superscriptus, pp of superscribere] - super- 
script adj 

euper'seription /-'sknpsh(a)n/ n words written on the surface of, 


outside, or above sthg else, an inscnption [ME, fr MF, fr LL supersenp- 
tion-, supersenptio, fr I, supersenptus] 

.supersede /-'seed/ vt 1 to take the place of (esp sthg infenor or 
outmoded) (buses d trams) 2 to displace in favour of another, supplant 
[MF superseder to refrain from, fr L supersedere to be superior to, refrain 
from, fr super- + sedcre to sit - more at sii] - superseder n, supersedure 
/-'seeja/ n, supersession /-'sesh(a)n/ n 

.supersonic /-'sonik/ adj 1 (using, produced by, or relating to waves 
or vibrations) having a frequency above the upper threshold of human 
hearing of about 20,000H7 2 of, being, or using speeds from I to 5 times 
the speed of sound in air 3 of supersonic aircraft or missiles < the ^ age) 
(L super- ^ sonus sound - more at ’sorsn] - supersonically adv' 
.superstition /•'stish(a)n/ n 1 a belief or practice resulting from 
Ignorance, fear of the unknown, trust in magic or chance, or a false 
conLcption of causation 2 an irrational abject attitude of mind towards 
the supernatural, nature, or God resulting from superstition [ME super- 
sticton, fr MF, fr L superstition-, superstiuo, fr superstit-, superstes 
standing over (as witness or survivor), fr super- ^ stare to stand - more 
at stand] - superstitious /-'stishas/ adj, superstitiously adv 
'superstore /-.staw/ n a large supermarket 

'superstratum n an overlying stratum [super- -stratum (as in 
substratum)] 

‘superstructure /-.strukcha/ n la the part of a building above the 
ground b the structural part of a ship above the mam deck 2 an entity 
or complex based on a more fundamental one - superstnictursJ 
/-'strukcharal/ adj 

'supertanker /-.tangka/ n a very large tanker 
'supertax /-.taks/ n a tax paid in addition to normal tax by people with 
high incomes 

.super'tonic /-'tonik/ n (he second note of a diatonic scale 
.super'vene /-'veen/ vi to happen in a way that interrupts some plan or 
process fml [L supcrvenire, fr super- * venire to come - more at cximf] 

- supcrvenience /-‘veenyans/ n. supervenient adj, supervention 
/-‘vensh(a)n/ n 

supervise /'s(y)oohpa,viez/ vt to supenntend, oversee [ML supervisus, 
pp o( supervidere, fr L sujjer- * vtdere to see - more at wit] - supervisor 
n, supervisory adj 

.super'vision /-'vi7h(a)n/ n a critical watching and directing (e g of 
activities 01 an operation) [si piRvisr + -ion] 

supinate A(y)oohpi.nayi/ vt to rotate (the hand and forearm) so that 
the palm faces forwards or upwards [L supinatus, pp of supinare to lay 
backwards or on the back, fr supinus] - supination /-'naysh(a)n/ n 
'supine /'s(y)och,pien, adj la lying on the back or with the face 
upwards - comp.’Tc prone 2 b mark^J by supination 2 mentally or 
morally lazy; lei> i«rgic [L supinus, akin to L sub under, up to - more at 
I'p] - supinely aa*, supineness n 

'supine n a Latin verbal noun formed from the stem of the past participle 
[ME supyn, LL supmum, fr L. neut of supinus, adj] 
supper /'sup/ n 1 (the food for) a usu light evening meal or snack 2 
a (fund-raising) social affair fcatunng a supper [ME. fr OF souper, ft 
souper to sup - more at 'sup] 

supplant /so'plahnt/ vt to take the place of (another), esp by force or 
treachery [ME supplantcn, fr MF supplanter, fr L supplantare to over- 
throw by topping jp, fr sub- + planta sole of the fool - more at plac e] 

- supplanter n, supplanUtion /,suplahn'taysh(a)n/ n 

'supple /'supl/ady 1 compliant, often to the point of obsequiousness 2a 
Crtpble t»f 'asilv being bent or folded, pliant b able to perform bending 
or twisting movements with ease and grace, lithe [ME souple, fr OF, fr 
L supphe-, supplex submissive, suppliant, lit., bending under, fr sub- • 
phe- (akin to pheare to told) - more at 'plv] - suppleness n, supplely 
Aupl i/, supply Aupli/ adv 
'supple vb to make or become flexible or pliant 
'supplement Auplimant/ n 1 sthg that completes, adds, or makes good 
a deficiency, or makes an addition (dietary ^ $> 2 a part issued to update 
or extend a book or penodical 3 an angle or arc that when added to a 
given angle or arc equals ISO' [ME, fr L suppicmentum, fr supplere to 
fill up, complete - more at supply] 

'supplement Aupliment/ vt to add a supplement to - supplementer n, 
supplementation /,suplimen'taysh(d)n/ n 

supplementel /.suph'mentl/ adj serving to supplement - supplemen- 
tal n 

supplementery /,$upli'ment(a)n/ adj 1 additional 2 being or relating 
to a supplement or an angle that is a supplement 
supplementery benefit n Bntish social-secunty benefit paid to those 
who do not qualify for unemployment benefit 
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suppletion /S3'pleesh(3)n/ n the recurrence of unrelated forms (eg 
went, better) of a word (e g go. good) (ML suppletion-, suppletio act of 
supplementing, fr L suppletus. pp] - suppletive /sa'pleetiv/ adj 
•Uppletory Auplit(3)n/ adj supplementary (L suppletiis, pp of sup- 
plere] 

suppliant Aupli ant/ adj humbly implonng or entreating [MF. prp of 
supplier to supplicate, fr L supplicare] ~ suppliant n, suppliantly adv 
supplicant Auplikant/ n or adj (a) suppliant - supplicantly adv 
supplicate Auplikayt/ w to beg humbly, esp to pray to God ^ vt to ask 
humbly and earnestly of or for [ME suppheaten, fr L suppheatus, pp of 
supplicare. fr supplic-, supplex suppliant- more at suppi i] - supplicatory 
/-kat(a)n/ adj, supplication /-'kaysh(3)ii/ n 
'supply /sa'plie/ vt 1 to provide for; satisfy ^supplies a long-felt needy 2 
to provide, furnish [ME supphen, fr MF soupleier, fr L supplere to fill 
up. supplement, supply, fr sub- up ^ plere to fill - more at sun-, 'nil i ] 

- supplier n 

’supply n la the quantity or amount needed or available <^jn short - > 
b provisions, stores - usu pi with sing meaning 2 the act of filling a want 
or need < ^ and demand} 3 the quantities of goods and service^ offered 
for sale at a particular time or at one price - compare nr m and 4 supply, 
supply teacher Br a teacher who fills a temporary vacancy 
’supply adj of or for the raising of government revenue <a -- hill} 
'support /sa’pawt/ vt 1 to bear, tolerate icould not ^ such behaviour} 
2a( 1) to promote the interests of, encourage (2) to defend as valid or nght 
(3) to argue or vote for <- s the Labour Party} b(l) to assist, help (2) 
to act with (a principal actor or actress) c to substantiate, corroborate 3a 
to pay the costs of b to provide livelihood or subsistence for 4a to hold 
up or serve as a foundation or prop for \steel girders the building ) b 
to maintain (a price) at a desired level by purchases or loans, also to 
maintain the price of by purchases or loans [ME supporten, fr MF 
supporter, fr LL supportarc, fr L, to carry, fr sub- + portare to carry - 
more at 'farf] ^ supportable adj. supportably adv 
’support n 1 supporting or being supported 2 maintenance, sustenance 
{without visible means of ^} 3 a device that supports sthg 4 sing or pi 
in constr a body of supporters 

supporte** /sa'pawta/ n 1 an adherent or advocate {a Chelsea ^ > 2 
either of 2 figures (e g of men or animals) placed one on each side of a 
heraldic shield as if holding or guarding it ['support + ’-hr] 
supporting /sa'pawting/ adj 1 that supports ^ wall} 2 of or being 
a film other than the mam feature on a cinema programme 
supportive /sa'pawtiv/ adj providing support, esp sustaining morale 
suppose /sa'pohry vt la to lay down tentatively as a hypothesis, 
assumption, or proposal a fne broke out} < ^ we strait a bit) b(l) to 
hold as an opinion: believe (2) to think probable or in keeping with the 
facts (3) to conjecture, think <w/jen do you -- he'll arnve^ 2 to devise 
for a purpose; intend {it's ^d /o cure acne) 3 to presuppose 4 to allow, 
permit - used negatively {you're not ^d to go in there) 5 to expect 
because of moral, legal, or other obligations {drivers are ^dto wear seat 
belts) USE {2. 4, A 5) chiefly in be supposed to [ME supposen. fr Ml* 
supposer, fr ML supponere (perf indic supposui), fr L. to put under, 
substitute, fr sub- ^ poncre to put - more at position] - supposable 
adj 

sup'possd adj believed or imagined to be such {her ^ wealth} - 
auppoaedly /-zidli/ adv 

supposing /sa'pohzing/ conj by way of hypothesis - compare sup 
POSE la 

supposition /,sup3'zish(a)n/ n a hypothesis [ME, fr LL supposition-, 
suppositio, fr L, act of placing beneath, fr suppositus, pp of supponere] 

- auppositiofisl adj. suppositionaly adv, suppositive /sa'pozativ/ ad 
supp^tivcly adv 

supposititious /sa.pozi'tishas/ suppositious /.supa'zishas/ adj la 
fraudulently substituted b ofa cAdd illegitimate 2 hypothetical, assumed 
(L suppositicius, fr supptxntus, pp of supponere to substitute; (2) influ- 
enced in meaning by supposition] - supposititioualy adv, supposititious- 

suppository /s3'pozat(a)ri/ n a readily meltable cone or cylinder of 
medicated matenal for insertion into a bodily passage or cavity (e g the 
rectum) [ML suppositonu/n, fr LL, neut of supposi ton us placed beneath, 
fr L suppositus, pp of supponere to put under] 
suppress /sa'pres/ vt 1 to put down by authonty or force 2 to stop the 
publication or revelation of 3a to (deliberately) exclude a thought, feeling, 
etc from consciousness - compare repress 2b b to hold back, check 
< ^ ed A/s impulse to laugh) 4 to inhibit the growth or development of 
[ME suppressen, fr L suppressus, pp of supprimere, fr sub- v premere to 
press - more at 'press] - suppressible adj, suppression /-sh(3)n/ ii. 


suppressive /-siv/ adj, suppressively adv, suppressibility /-, press - 
‘bibti/ n 

suppressor /sa'presa/ n an electrical component (e g a capacitor) added 
to a circuit lo suppress oscillations that would otherwise cause radio 
interference [suppress f '-or] 

suppurate Aupyoo,rayt/ vi to form or discharge pus [L siippuratus, pp 
of suppurare, fr sub- + pur-, pus pus - more at i ouuj - suppurative 
/-rativ/ adj, suppuration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 

supra A(y)oohpr3, -prah/ adv earlier in this writing; above [L] 
supra- /s(y)oohpr9-/ prefix 1 super- 2 {supraorbital) 2 transcending 
{supranational} [L, fr supra above, beyond, earlier, akin to 1- super over 

- more at 'ovlk] 

.supra'national /-'nash(3)nl/ adj transcending national boundanes or 
interests - supranationalism n, supranationalist n 
.supra'orbital /-'awbitl/ adj situated above the orbit of the eye [NL 
supraorbitalis, fr L supra- i ML oihita orbit] 
suprarenal /-‘reenl/ adj adrenal gland) [NL suprarenalis, fr L 
supra- ♦ renes kidneys] 

su'premacy /s(y)ooh'prem3si/ n the slate of being supreme, supreme 
authority, power, or position [supreme » -acy (as in pnmacy)] 
supreme /s(y)ooh'preem/ adj 1 highest in rank or authonty {the - 
commander) 2 highest in degree or quality [L supremus, superl of 
superus upper - more at supi rioh] - supremely adv 
Supreme Court n the highest judicial tribunal in a nation or state 
Supreme Soviet n the highest legislative bcnly of the Soviet Union 
supremo /s(y)cX)h'precnioh/ n. pi supremos chiefly Br a ruler or director 
with unlimited powers (^England's soccer - > - mfrnl [Sp & It. fr 
supremo, adj. supreme, fr L supremus] 

sur- /suh-, S.V/ pre/ix above, over, beyond <sur/ajr> ^surreal} ^^surface) 
[ME. fr or. fr L super-] 

sura /'soora/ n a chapter of the Koran [Ar surah, lit , row] 
'surcharge /'suh.chahj/ vr 1 to subject to an additional or excessive 
charge 2 to overpnnt or mark with a new denomination or surcharge 
[ME surchargen, fr MF surchargier, fr sur- ♦ chargicr to charge] 
’surcharge n la an additional tax or cost b an extra fare 2 surcharging 
or being surcharged 3 an overpnnt, esp one on a stamp that alters the 
denomination 

surcingle Auh,sing gl/ n a band passing round a horse’s body usu to 
bind a saddle, rug, or pack fast to its back [MJ; surscngle, fr MF 
surcengle, ft sur- cengle girdle, fr L cingulum, fr emgere to gird - more 
at CINCTURl] 

eurcoat Auh.koht/ n an outer coal or cloak, sfiecifa loose tunic worn 
over armour [ME surcote, fr MF, fr sur- i cote coal] 

'surd /suhd/ adj, of a speech sound voiceless [L surdus deaf, silent, stupid, 
akin lo L susurrus hum - more at 'swarm] 

’surd n I an irrational root (eg v''2). also an algebraic expression 
containing irrational roots 2 ♦ 5i is a ^} - compare irrationai 
NUMB! R, rational numbi r 2 a surd speech sound 
'sure /shooa, shaw/ adj 1 firm, secure 2 reliable, trustworthy 3 assured, 
confident (felt - it was nght) 4 bound, certain (it’s - to rainy [ME, 
fr MF sur. fr L sccurus secure] - sureness n for sure as a certainty - 
to be sure it must be acknowledged, admittedly 
’sure adv. chiefly NAm surely, certainly - infml </ ^ am tired) 

.sure e'nough adv as one might confidently expect 
.sure'fire /-Tic s/ adj certain to succeed - infml 
.sure'footed /-'footid/ adj not liable to stumble or fall - surefootedly 
adv, surefootedness n 

'surely /-h/ adv la without danger, safely (slowly but ^} b without 
doubt, certainly 2 it is lo be believed, hoped, or expected that you 
like beef) ['sure + '-ly] 

surety Ahoosnti/ n 1 a guarantee 2 sby who assumes legal liability for 
the debt, default, or failure in duty (e g appearance in court) of another 
[ME surte, fr MF surte, fr L secuntat-, secuntas secunty. fr securus] - 

suretyship n 

surf /suhf/ n the foam and swell of waves breaking on the shore [ongm 
unknown] 

'surface Auhfis/ n 1 the external or upper boundtry or layer of an object 
or body 2 (a portion oO the boundary of a three-dimensional object 
of a sphere) 3 the external or superficial aspect of sthg [F. fr sur- + face] 

- on the surface to all outward appearances, superficially 
’surface vt to apply the surface layer to < a road) ^vi 1 to come to 

the surface; emerge 2 to wake up; alw get up la - infml {he never ~ $ 
before Id) - surfacer n 

’surface adj 1 situated or employed on the surface, esp of the earth or 
sea 2 lacking depth, superficial 
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, surface-active adj capable of lowering the surface tension at the 
surface of contact between (gas and liquid) phases (^soaps are typical ^ 
substances} 

'surface .mail n mail sent by any means other than airmail 
'surface .structure n (the structure specified by) a formal representa- 
tion of the phonetic form of a sentence 
'surface .tension n a property of liquids that produces an effect such 
that the surface of the liquid m contact with air or another gas tends to 
have the smallest possible area 

surfactant /suh'fakt(3)nt/ n a surface-active substance (e g a detergent) 
[sutiace-actwe ^ -ant] - surfactant adj 
surfboard /'suhf.bawd/ n a usu long narrow buoyant board used in 
surfing - surfboard vi. surfboarder n 
'surf, boat /-.boht/ n a boat for use in heavy surf 
'surfeit Auhfit/ n I an excessive amount 2 excessive indulgence in food, 
dnnk, etc [ME surfait, fr MF, fr surfaire to overdo, fr sur- ♦ faire to do, 
fr L facere - more at rx)] 

’surfeit vt to fill to excess, satiate - surfeiter n 
surficial /suh'fish(3)|/ adj of a surface [surface * -icial (as in superTi- 
ciaD] 

surfing Auhfing/ n the activity or sport of planing on the front part of 
a wave, esp while standing or lying on a surfboard - surfer n 
'surge /suhj/ vi 1 to nse and move (as lO m waves or billows the crowd 
--d past her) (felt the blood surging to her cheeks) 2 esp of current or 
voltage to nse suddenly to an excessive or abnom <1 value [MF sourge-, 
stem of sourdre to rise, surge, fr L surgerc to go straight up, nse. fr sub- 
up I regere to lead straight - more at sub-, ‘righiJ 
’surge n 1 the motion of swelling, rolling, or sweeping forwards like a 
wave 2 a large roHing w- a o or succession of waves 3 a short-lived sudden 
nse of current or voltage in an electneal circuit 
surgeon /'suhj(3)n/ n a medical specialist who practises surger)' [ME^ 
surgien, fr AF, fr f)F cinirgien, fr cinirgie surgery] 

'surgeon .fish n any of vanous tropical fishes with 1 or more sharp 
movable spines near the base of the tail [fr the spines suggesting a 
surgeon’s instruments] 

surgeon's knot n a reef knot with a double turn m the first l(Kip 
surgery Aulij(3)ri/ n 1 medicine that deals with diseases and conditions 
requinng or amenable to operative or manual procedures 2a the work 
done by u surgeon b oplrai ion 3 3 flr (the hours of opening oO a 
diKtor’s. dentist's, etc room where patients are advised or treated 4 Br 
a session at which a member of a profession (e g a lawyer) or esp an electcil 
representative (e g an MP) is available for usu informal consultation [ME 
surgenc, fr OF tirurgie, surgene, fr L chirurgia, fr Gk cheirourgia, f' 
cheirourgos surgeon, fr cheirourgos working with the hand, fr cheir hand 
+ ergon work - more at tuiR-, 'work] 
surgical AuhjikI/ adj la of surgCAXis or surgery b used in (connection 
with) surgery (a ^ stocking) 2 following or resulting from surgery 
[surgeon ♦- -jca/j - surgically adv 

surgical spirit n. Br a mixture consisting mainly of methylated spints 
and used esp as a skin disinfectant 

surly /'suhli/ adj irritably sullen and churlish [alter of ME sirly lordly. 

imperious, fr sir] - surlily adv, surliness n 
'surmise /suh'micz/ vt to infer on scanty evidence, guess [ME surmisen 
to accuse, fr MF surmis, pp of surmetre, fr L supermittere to throw on. 
fr super- + mittere to send -- more at sMnt] - surmiser n 
’surmise /suh'micz, 'suhmicz/ n a conjecture or guess - fnil 
surmount /suh'mownt/ vt 1 to overcome, conquer an obstacle) 2 
. to gel over or above 3 to stand or lie on the lop of [ME surmounten. fr 
MF surmonter, fr sur- ♦ monter to mount] - surmountable adj 
surname Auhnaym/ n the name shared in common by members of a 
family - surname vt 

surpass /suh'pahs/ vi 1 lo go beyond in quality, degree, or performance, 
exceed 2 lo transcend the reach, capacity, or powers of (her beauty ^ es 
descnption) [MF surpasser, fr sur- f passer to pass] - luniassable 
adj 

surpassing /suh'pahsmg/ adj greatly exceeding others - surpassingly 
adv 

surplice Auhplis/ n a loose white outer ecclesiastical vestment usu of 
knee length with large open sleeves [ME surphs, fr OF surpliz, fr ML 
superpellicjum, fr super- ^ pcilicium coat of skins, fr L, neui of pellicius 
made of skins, fr pellis skin] 

surplus Auhplos/ n la the amount in excess of what is used or needed 
b an excess of receipts over disbursements 2 the excess of a company’s 
net worth over the par or stated value of its capital stock [ME, fr MF, 


fr ML superplus, fr L super- + plus more - more at Pi us] - surplus 
adj 

surplus value n the difference in Marxist theory between the value of 
work done or of commodities produced and the wages paid 
'surprise /sa'pnez/ u 1 an act of taking unawares 2 sthg unexpected or 
surpnsing 3 the feeling caused by an unexpected event, astonishment 
[ME. fr MF, fr fern of surpns, pp of surprendre to take over, surprise, fr 
sur- prendre to take - more at ‘prize] 

’surprise vt 1 to attack unexpectedly, also to capture by such action 2 
to take unawares Oo ^ someone in the act) 3 lo fill with wonder or 
amazement - surpriser n 

surprising /sd'pnezing/ adj causing surprise, unexpected - surprisingly 
adv 

surra /"soo^ra/ n a severe Old World fevensh disease of domestic animals 
that IS caused by a trypanosome [Marathi sura wheezing sound] 
surreal /sa'nal/ adj I having a dreamlike irrational quality 2 surreal 
isTit 1 [bdck-formalion fr surrealism] 
surrealism /sa'na,liz(3)m/ n, often cap a 20th-c movement in an and 
literature seeking to use the incongruous images formed by the uncon- 
scious lo transcend reality as perceived by the conscious mind, also 
surrealistic practices or atmosphere [F surreahsme, fr sur- ♦ reahsme 
realism] surrealist n or adj 

surrealistic /sa.na'Iislik/ ad; 1 of surrealism 2 surreal 1 - surresliati- 
cally adv 

surrejoinder /.suhn'joynda/ n a plaintiffs reply to a defendant's rejoin- 
der 

'surrender /sa'renda/ vt la to hand over lo the power, control, or 
possession of another, esp under compulsion b to relinquish, give up 2 
to abandon (onescIO to sthg unrestrainedly ^ vi to give oneself up into the 
power of another, yield [ME surrenderen, fr ME surrendre, fr sur- *■ 
rendre to give back, yield - more at render] 

’surrender n I the act or an instance of surrendenng oneself or sthg 2 
the voluntary cancellation of an insurance policy by the party insured in 
return for a payment 

surreptitious /.sursp'tishas/ adj done, made, or acquu-ed by stealth, 
clandestine [ME, fr L surrepticius, fr surreptus, pp of sumpere to snatch 
secretly, fr sub- ♦ rapere to seize - more at rapid] - surrepiitioiisly adv, 
surreptitiousness n 

surrey /'sun/ n, NAm a 4-whecled 2-scat horse-drawn carnage [Surrey, 
tounty of England] 

surrogate Auragai/ u la a deputy b a local judicial officer in the USA 
who has junsdiction over probate and the appointment of guardians 2 
sthg that as a substitute [L surrogatus, pp of surrogare to choose 
in place of o other, substitute, fr sub- 4 ro^are to ask - more at 
'Rioin] 

'surround /so'rownd/ vt la to enclose on ail sides b to be part of the 
environment of. be present round <^ed by luxury) c to form a nng 
round, encircle 2 lo cause to be encircled or enclosed by sthg [ME 
surrounden to overflow, fr MF suronder, fr LL superundare, fr L super- 
* unda wave, influenced in meaning by *round - more at water] 
’surround n a border or edging 

surroundings /sa'rowndingz/ n pi the circumstances, conditions, or 
objects by which one is surrounded 

surtax AuhtaKs/ n a graduated income tax formerly imposed in the UK 
in addition to the normal income tax if one's net income exceeded a 
specified sum 

surveillance /suh'vaybns, ss-/ n close watch kept over sby or sthg [F, 
fr surveiUer to watch over, fr sur- ^ veiller to watch, fr L vigtiare, fr vtgtl 
watchful - more at vu.il] - surveillant n 
'survey Asuh'vay, '-/ vt la to look over and examine closely b to examine 
the condition of and often give a value for (a building) 2 to determine and 
portray the form, extent, and position of (c g a tract of land) 3 to view 
as a whole or from a height <'^ed the panorama below him) [ME 
surveyen, fr MF surveeir to look over, fr sur- + veeir to see - more at 
vitwj 

’survey Auhvay/ n a surveying or being surveyed; also sthg surveyed 
surveyor /sj'vay-a/ n sby whose occupation is surveying land [ survey 
+ ’-or) 

survival /sa'vievl/ la the condition of livmg or continuing (the ~ of 
the soul after death) b the continuation of life or existence (problems of 
in arctic conditions) 2 sby or sthg that survives, esp after others of 
Its kind have disappeared 

survival of the fittest n natural sELFArrioN 
survive /sa'viev/ vi to remain alive or in existence, live on (managed to 
^ on bread and water) ^ vt 1 to remain alive or in being after the death 
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of <A« son -d Aim) 2 to continue to exist or live after <^d fAc 
earthquake) [ME survtven, fr MF survivre to outlive, fr L supervivere, 
fr super- vivere to live - more at 'quick] - survivable adj, survivor o. 
survivability /-va'bibti/ n 

•US /sus/ n suspicion of loitering with intent to commit a cnme laws) 

- not used technically [short for suspicion] 

susceptibility /sa.septa'bibti/ n 1 being susceptible 2 pi feelings, 
sensibilities 3 the ratio of the magnetization in a substance to the 
corresponding magnetizing force 

susceptible /sa'septobl/ adj 1 capable of submitting to an action, 
process, or operation 2 open, subject, or unresistant to some stimulus, 
influence, or agency 3 easily moved or emotionally affected; impression- 
able [LL susceptibihs, fr L suscepius, pp of suscipere to take up, admit, 
fr suA-, sus- up + capere to take - more at sub-, heave] - suaceptiblenesa 
n. susceptibly adv 

susceptive /sa'septiv/ adj 1 receptive 2 susceptible - susceptiveness, 
susceptivity /.susep'tivati/ n 

suslik Auslik/ n any of several rather large short-tailed E European and 
Asian burrowing rodents [Russ] 

'suspect Auspekt/ adj (deserving to be) regarded with suspicion [ME. 

fr MF, fr L suspectus, fr pp of suspicere] 

Suspect n sby who is suspected 

’suspect /sa'spekt/ vt 1 to be suspicious of; distrust 2 to believe to be 
guilty without conclusive proof 3 to imagine to be true, likely, or probable 
[ME suspecten, fr L suspectare, fr suspectus, pp of suspicere to look up 
at. regard with awe, suspect, fr sub-, sus- up, secretly ^ specere to look 
at - more at sub-, spy] 

suspend /sa'spend/ vt 1 to debar temporarily from a pnvilege, office, 
membership, or employment 2 to make temporarily inoperative the 
rules) 3 to defer till later on certain conditions <a ~ ed sentence) 4 to 
withhold judgment) 5a to hang, esp so as to be free on all sides b 
to hold immobile in a liquid or air <du5r ^ ed in the air) [ME suspenden, 
fr OF suspendre to hang up, interrupt, fr L suspendere, fr sub-, sus- up 
+ pendere to cause to hang, weigh - more at sirn-, pendant] 
SUiSpended ani'metion /sa'spendid/ n temporary suspension of the 
vital ftinctiwas (eg in people nearly drowned) 
suspender /sa'spenda/ n 1 an elasticated band with a fastening device 
for holding up a sock 2 Br any of the fastening devices on a suspender 
belt 3 NAm brace 4c - usu pi with sing meaning [suspend + '-fr] 
su'spender .belt n, Br a garment consisting of 2 pairs of short straps 
hanging from a belt or girdle to which are attached fastening devices for 
holding up a woman's stockings 

suspense /sa'spens/ n a state of uncertain expectation as to a decision 
or outcome [ME, fr MF, fr suspendre] - suspensefnl adj 
suspension /s9'spensh(a)n/ n la temporary removal from office or 
pnvileges b temporary withholding or postponement c temporary abol- 
ishing of a law or rule d (the sustaining of) 1 or more notes of a chord 
held over into the following chord produang a momentary discord 2a 
hanging or being hung b (the state of or a system consisting oQ a solid 
that IS dispersed, but not dissolved, in a solid, liquid, or gas, usu in 
particles of larger than colloidal size 3 the system of devices supporting 
the upper part of a vehicle on the axles [LL suspension-, suspensio, fr L 
suspensus, pp of suspendere] 

su'spsnsion .bridge n a type of bridge that has its roadway suspended 
from 2 or more cables 

euepeneive /sa'spensiv/ adj charactenzed by suspense or having the 
power to suspend > luspcnaively adv 

euepeneory /sa'spens(a)n/ adj held in suspension; serving to suspend 
euepeneory ligament n a membrane that holds the lens of the eye in 
position 

euepicion /sa'spish<a)n/ n It suspecting or being suspected iarrested on 
of spying) b a feeling of doubt or mistrust 2 a slight touch or trace 
(Just a ^ (^garlic) [ME, fr L suspicion-, suspicto, fr suspicere to suspect 

- more at ’suspect] 

euepfcioue /sa'spishas/ adj 1 tending to arouse suspicion, dubious 2 
inclined to suspect; distrustful of strangers) 3 expressing or indicat- 
ing suspicion - sospicioBtly adv, suipiciontiieas n 
euee /sus/ vt, Br to uncover the truth about; detect (soon ^ed that he 
was lying) - slang [by shortening ft alter, fr suspect] 

Suaatx apanial Ausiks/ if any of a British breed of golden-haired 
spaniels with a short neck and le^ and a long body [Sussex, county of 
England] 

auaa out vt, Br to reconnoitre > slang 

auatain /sa'stayn/ vt 1 to give support or relief to 2 to provide with 
sustenance 3 to cause to continue; prolong 4 to support the weight of 5 


to buoy up the spints of 6a to bear up under, endure b to suffer, undergo 
7 to allow as valid (the court --ed the motion) [ME sustenen, fr OF 
sustenir, fr L sustinere to hold up, sustain, fr sub-, sus- up « tcneiv to hold 
- more at sub-, thin] - sustainable adj, sustainer n 
auBtenanco /'sustinans/ n la means of support, maintenance, or 
subsistence b food, provisions, also nounshment 2 sustaining [ME, fr 
OF. fr sustenir] 

auatentation /.susten'taysh(d)n/ n maintenance, upkeep - fml [ME, fr 
MF, fr L sustentation-, sustentatio act of holding up, fr sustcntatus, pp 
of sustentare to hold up, fr sustentus, pp of susDnere] - sustentative 
/su'steniativ/ adj 

auaurration /,syoohsa'raysh(a)n/ n a whispering or rustling sound ~ fml 
[ME, fr LL susurration-, susurratio, fr L susurratus, pp of susurrare to 
whisper, fr susurrus whisper, hum - more at 'swarm] 
autler /'sutb/ n sby who sold provisions to an army in former times [obs 
D soeteler, fr LG suteler sloppy worker, camp ctxik, akin to OE besutian 
to dirty, Gk hyein to ram - more at suck] 
autra /’soohtra/n 1 a Hindu, esp Vcdic, precept, also a collection of these 
precepts 2 a discourse of the Buddha [Ski sutra thread, stnng of precepts, 
sutra. akin to L suere to sew - more at si w] 

auttee /,su‘tee, n the custom of a Hindu widow willingly being 
cremated on the funeral pile of her husband, also such a widow [Skt sati 
wife who performs suttee, lit , good woman, fr fern of sat true, gixxl, akin 
to OE soth true - more at smiHr] 

'auture /'sooheha/ n la (a strand or fibre used in) the sewing together 
of parts of the living body b a stitch made with a sutuic 2a the solid join 
between 2 bones (eg of the skull) b a furrow' at the junction of animal 
or plant parts [MF ft I . MF, fr 1 sutura scam, suture, fr sutus, pp of 
sucie to sew] - sutural adj, suturally adv 
’auture vt to unite, close, or secure with sutures (- j v^ound) 
auzerain /'s(X)hz(a)rayn/ n 1 a feudal overlord 2 a dominant state 
controlling the foreign relations of an internally autonomous vassal state 
[F, fr (assumed) MF suseraw, fr MF sus up (fr L sursum, fr suh- up * 
versum -wards, fr neut of versus, pp of vertere to turn) ♦ -eram (as in 
soverain sovereign) - more at slid-, ‘worth] -- suzerainty /-ranti/ n 
avadberg Afedbuhg, sved-/ n a unit of time equal to 10 that is used 
to measure the speed with which particles in dispersion form a precipitate 
in an ultracentnfuge [The Svedberg tl971 Sw chemist] 
avelte /sfelt, svelt/ adj slender, lithe [F. fr It sve/rrvfr pp of svellere to 
pluck out, modif of L evellere, fr e- + vellere to pluck - more at 
vui NERABLfc] - svciteness n 

Svangaii /sfen'gahli, sven-/ n one who attempts, sometimes with sinister 
motives, to influence or mould another [S\engali, sinister hypnotist in the 
novel Tnlby by George Du Mauner tl896 E artist & wnter] 

'awab /swob/ » 1 a wad of absorbent maicnal used for applying 
medication, cleaning wounds, taking bactenal specimens, etc 2 a speci- 
men taken with a swab [prob fr obs D swabhe, akin to LG swabber 
mop] 

’awab vt -bb- 1 to clean (a wound) with a swab 2 to clean (a surface, esp 
a deck) by washing (e g with a mop) - often ^ down [back-fonnation fr 
swabber mop; akin to LG swabber mop, ME swabben to sway] 

awabber n 

awaddle AwodI/ vt awaddling Awodling/ 1 to wrap (an infant) in 
swaddling clothes 2 to swathe, envelop [ME swmJelen, swathelen, prob 
alter of swedelen, swethelen, fr swethel swaddling band, fr OE, akin to 
OE swathian to swathe] 

'awaddling .clothea Awodling/ n pi narrow stnps of cloth wrapped 
round an infant to restrict movement 
'awag /swag/ vt -gg- to hang (e g tapestnes or curtains) in heavy folds 
[prob of Scand ongin; akin to ON sveggja to cause to sway, akin to OHG 
swingan to swing] 

’awag n la sthg (e g a moulded decoration) hanging in a curve between 
2 points b a suspended cluster (e g of flowers) c aa arrangement of fabne 
hanging in a heavy curve or fold 2 chiefly Austr a pack or roll of personal 
belongings 3 goods acquired, esp by unlawful means, loot - infml 
'awaga /swayj/ n a tool for shaping metal by hamaienng [MF^ ornamen- 
tal border, fr MF souage] 

’awaga vt to shape (as lO by means of a swage 
'awaga .block n a perforated cast-iron or steel block with a variety of 
grooved sides ^hat is used in shaping metal (e g into bolts) 

'awaggar Awaga/ vi to behave in an arrogant or pompous manner; esp 
to walk with an air of overbearing self-confldence or self-satisfaction 
[prob fr 'swag v -er (as in chatter)] - swaggerer n, swaggeringly adv 
’awaggar n 1 an act or instance of swaggering 2 arrogant or conceitedly 
self-assured behaviour 
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'•wagger .atlck n a short light usu leather-covered stick 
swaggie /swagi/ n, Ausir A NZ a swagman 

'8 wag, man /-.man/ n, chiefly Austr a tramp, esp one who carncs a 
swag 

Swahili /swah'hceli/ n, pi Swahilis, esp collectively Swahili 1 a member 
of a Bantu-speaking people of Zanzibar and the adjacent coast 2 a Bantu 
language used in trade and government in E Africa and the Congo region 
J I ANC'iiJAGh [Ar sawahil, pi of sahil coast] 
swain /swayn/ n 1 a male admirer or suitor 2 a peasant, specif a 
shepherd - chiefly poetic [ME swein boy, servant, fr ON sveinn, akin to 
OE swan swain, L vuus one's own - more at suicidk] 

'swallow Aswoloh/ n any of numerous small long-winged migratory 
birds noted for their graceful flight, that have a short bill, a forked tail, 
and feed on insects caught while flying [ME swalowe, fr OE swealwe, 
akin to OHG swaJawa swallow, Russ solovei nightingale] 

‘swallow vt 1 to take through the mouth and oesophagus into the 
stomach 2 to envelop, engulf < ed up by the shadows') J to accept 
without question or protest, also to believe naively 4 to refrain from 
expressing or showing 5 to utter indistinctly ~ w 1 to receive sthg into 
the body through the mouth and oesophagus 2 to perform the action of 
swallowing sthg, esp under emotional stress [ME swalowen, fr OE 
swelgan, akin to OifG swelgan to swallow] swallowsble adj, swal- 
lower n 

‘swallow n 1 an act of swallowing 2 an amount that can be swallowed 
at one lime 

'swallow .dive n, Br a forward dive executed with the back arched and 
arms spread sideways 
'swallow .hole n sink moli: 2 

'swallow.tail /-.tavL' i 1 a deeply forked and tapenng tail (e g of a 
swallow) 2 a tailcoat 3 any of vanous large butterflies with the hind wing 
lengthened to resemble a tail _ f iiFF cyclf - swallow-tailed adj 
'swallow.wort /-.wuht/ « 1 cllandinf I 2 any of several plants of 
the milkweed family [fr the shape of the pods] 
swam /swam/ past of swim 

swami /swahmi/ n a Hindu ascetic or religious teacher - used as a title 
[Hindi svami, fr Skt svamin owner, lord, fr sva one’s own -- more at 
siiK’inr] 

'swamp /swomp/ n (an area oO wet spongy land sometimes covered with 
water [alter of ME sompe, fr MD somp morass, akin to MHG sumpf 
marsh, Gk somphos spongy] - swamp adj, swampy adj, swampiness n 
‘swamp vt 1 to inundate, submerge 2 to overwhelm by an excess of work, 
difTicultics, etc 

'swan /swon/ n any of various heavy-bodicd long-necked mostly pure 
white aquatic birds that are larger than geese and are graceful swimmers 
[ME, fr OE, akin to MHG swan, L sonus sound - more at 'sound] 
‘swan VI -on- to wander or travel aimlessly - infml 
'swan .dive n, NAm swai low divf 
'swan.herd /-.huhd/ n sby who tends swans 

'swank /swangk/ w to swagger, show off - infml [peril fr MHG 
swanken to sway, akin to MD swanc supple] 

‘swank n (one given to) pretentiousness or swagger - infml 
swanky Awangki/ adj 1 showy, ostentatious 2 fashionably elegant, 
smart USE infml 

swannery /’swon(a)n/ n a place where swans arc bred or kept 
swansdown /’swonz.down/ n 1 the soft downy feathers of the swan 
used esp as tnmming on articles of dress 2 a heavy cotton flannel that 
has a thick nap on the face 

.'swan .song n 1 a song said to be sung by a dying swan 2 a farewell 
appearance or final work or pronouncement 

,swan-'upping /-'uping/ n the annual inspection and marking of royal 
swans on the River Thames [upping fr gerund of ’up (to dnve up & 
catch)] 

'swap /swop/ vb -pp- vt to give in exchange; barter ^vi to make an 
ekchange <- over to a metric system) [ME swappen to stnke, fr the 
practice of striking hands in closing a business deal] - swapper n 
‘swap n 1 the act of exchanging one thing for another 2 sthg exchanged 
for another 

Swaraj /swa'rahj/ n Indian self-government [Skt svaraj self-ruling, fr sva 
one’s self ♦ rajya rule - more at suinnF, raj] - swantl^^ ” 

•ward /swawd/ n (a piece of ground covered with) a surface of short 
grass [ME, fr OE sweard, swearth skin, nnd; akin to MHG swart skin, 
hide, L operire to cover - more at weir] - iwarded adj 
swarf /swahf, swawf/ n material (eg metallic particles and abrasive 
fragments) removed by a cutting or grinding tool [of Scand origin; akin 


to ON svarf file dust, akin to OE sweorfan to file away - more at 
swfRvr J 

'swarm /swawm/ n la a colony of honeybees, esp when emigrating from 
a hive with a queen bee to start a new colony elsewhere b a cluster of 
free-floating or frcc-swimming zoospores or other single-celled organisms 
2 sing or pi in constr a group of animate or inanimate things, esp when 
massing together (^'^sof sightseers) [ME, fr OE swearm, akin to OHG 
swaram swarm, & prob to L susurrus hum] 

‘swarm vi 1 to collect together and depart from a hive 2 to move or 
assemble in a crowd 3 to contain a swarm, teem fjstreets ~ ing with cars^ 
swarmer n 

‘swarm vi to climb, esp with the hands and feet - usu ♦ up up a tree) 
[ongin unknown] 

'swarm .spore n a zoospore or other minute mobile spore 
swarthy Awawdhi/ adj of a dark colour, complexion, or cast [alter of 
obs swarty, fr swart (dark), fr ME, fr OE sweart, akin to OHG swarr 
black, L sordes dirt] - swarthiness n 

swash /swosh/ adj, of a typographical letter having strokes ending in a 
flourish [obs swash (slanting)] 

'swash, buckler /-.bukbZ n a swaggering adventurer or daredevil 
[swash (to bluster, swagger, move violently & noisily, prob of imit origin) 

+ buckler] 

'swash, buckling /-.bukling/ adj characteristic of or behaving like a 
swashbuckler [swashbuckler] 

swastika Awostika/ n an ancient symbol in the shape of a cross with 
the ends of the arms extended at nght angles in a clockwise or anticlock- 
wise direction [Ski svastika, fr svasti welfare, fr su- well « asti he is, akin 
to OE fr Its being regarded as a good luck symbol] 

'swat /swot/ vt -tt- to hit with a sharp slapping blow, esp to kill (an insect) 
with such a blow [E dial , to squat, alter of E squat] 

‘swat n 1 a quick crushing blow 2 a swatter 
swatch /swoch/ n a sample piece (e g of fabnc) [origin unknown] 
swath /swawth/ n Is a row of cut gram or grass left by a scythe or 
mowing machine b the path cut m I passage (e g of a mower) 2 a long 
broad strip 3 a space cleared as if by a scythe [ME, fr OE swttth footstep, 
trace, akin to MHG swade swath] 

'swathe /swaydh/ vt 1 to bind or wrap (as lO with a bandage 2 to 
envelop [ME swathen, fr OE swathian, akin to ON svatha to swathe. Lith 
svaigti to become dizzy] - swather n 
‘swathe n a swath 
swatter /'swola/ n a flyswatter 

'sway /sway/ v; la(l) to swing slowly and rhythmically back and forth 
(2) to walk m a swaying manner b to move gently from an upright to a 
leaning position 2 to fluctuate or alternate between one attitude or 
position and another — ir 1 to cause to swing, rock, or oscillate 2s to 
exert a controlling influence on b to change the opinions of esp by 
eloquence or argument 3 to hoist in place up a mast) [alter of earlier 
swey (to fail, swoon), fr ME sweyen, prob of Scand origin, akin to ON 
sveigfa to sway, akin to OE swathian to swathe] - swaycr n 
‘sway n 1 swaying or being swayed 2r controlling influence or power 
</^e Church held ^ > b rule, dominion 

'sway.back /-,bak/ n (the abnormal condition, esp in horses, of having) 
a sagging back - swaybacked adj 

swear /swea/ vb swore /swaw/, sworn /swawn/ vt 1 to utter or take 
(an oath) solemnly 2a to assert as true or promise under oath <a sworn 
affidavit) b to promise emphatically or earnestly <s/ie swore not to be 
late) 3a to administer an oath to b to bind by an oath <swore him to 
secrecy') — n 1 to take an oath 2 to use profane or obscene language 
[ME sweren, fr OE swenan, akin to OHG swenen to swear, Russ svara 
altercation] - twearer n ~ swear by to place great confidence in - swear 
to to have any positive conviction of <icouldn 'f swear to his being the same 
man) 

swear in vr to induct into office by administration of an oath 
swear out vr. MAm to procure (a warrant for arrest) by making a sworn 
accusation 

'sweat /swet/ vb sweated, bfAm chiefly sweat vt 1 to excrete sweat in 
visible quantities 2a to emu or exude moisture ^cheese ^sin ripening) 
b to gather surface moisture as a result of condensation c esp of tobacco 
FT.RMENT 1 3 to undergo anxiety or tension - vr 1 to (seem to) emit from 
pores, exude 2 to get nd of (as i6 by sweating < ^ out a fever) 3s to cause 
(e g a patient) to sweat b to exact work from under sweatshop conditions 
4 to cause to exude or lose moisture* e g a to subject (esp tobacco) to 
fermentation b to cook (e g vegetables) gently in melted fat until the juices 
run out 5 to heat (e g solder) so as to melt and cause to run, esp between 
surfaces to unite them, also to unite by such means <->- a pipe joint) [ME 
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sweten, fr 0£ swsetsn, fr swat sweat; akin to OHG swet7 sweat, L sudor 
sweat, sudarv to sweat] - sweat blood to work or worry intensely 
*sweat fl 1 the fluid eacreted from the sweat glands of the skin, 
perspiration 2 moisture gathering in drops on a surface 3a the state of 
one sweating <i/f a cold ^ > b a spell of sweating 4 hard work, drudgery 

5 a state of anxiety or impatience USE (4AS) infml - no sweat not a 
problem or difficulty - infml </ can do that ali nght, no sweat) 

'swaatband /-.band/ n a band of matenal worn round the head or wrist 
or inserted in a hat or cap to absorb sweat 
'sweated a^j of or produced under a sweatshop system /abour) 
goods} 

sweater Aweto/ n 'jumper 1 -3" garment [‘sweat + '-er] 
'sweat .gland n a tubular gland in the skjn that secretes sweat through 
a minute pore on the surface of the skin nerve 
'sweating .sickness n an epidemic fever characterized by profuse 
sweating and rapid death that appeared in Bntain in the 15th and 
16th c 

sweatlet /'swetlit/ n a band of towelling worn round the wnst, esp in 
tennis, to absorb perspiration 

sweat out vt to endure or wait through the course of 
'sweat .shirt n a loose collarless pullover of heavy cotton jersey 
'sweatshop /-.shop/ n a place of work in which workers are employed 
for long hours at low wages and under unhealthy conditions 
sweaty Aweti/ adj 1 covered with or smelling of sweat 2 causing sweat 
- sweatily adv, aweatiness n 

swede /sweed/ n 1 cap a native or inhabitant of Sweden 2 a large type 
of turnip with edible yellow flesh [LG or obs D, (2) fr its having been 
introduced into Scotland from Sweden] 

Swedish Aweedish/ n 1 the N Germanic language spoken in Sweden 
and part of Finland language 2 pt in constr the people of Sweden 
[Sweden, country of NW Europe] - Swedish adj 
'sweep /sweep/ vb swept /swept/ vt la to remove or clean (as if) by 
brushing b to destroy completely; wipe out - usu f away c to remove 
or take with a single forceful action <swept the books off the desk} d to 
dnve or carry along with irresistible force 2 to move through or along 
with overv helming speed or violence <a new cra7e mg the country} 3 
to move lightly over with a rapid continuous movement 4 to cover the 
entire range of (^his eyes swept the horizon} 5 to play a sweep in cncket 
at ^vi la to clean a surface (as lO by brushing b to move swiftly, 
forcefully, or devastatingly 2 to go with stately or sweeping movements 
<sAe swept out of the room} 3 to move or extend m a wide curve ithe 
hills ^ down to the sea} 4 to play a sweep in cncket [ME swepen\ akin 
to OE swapan to sweep - more at swoop] - sweep someone off his/her 
feet to gam immediate and unquestioning support, approval, or accept- 
ance by sby; esp to cause sby to fall in love with one - sweep the board 
to win convincingly, win everything (e g in a contest) 

*tWMp n la a long oar b a windmill sail 2 a cleanng out or away (as 
iO with a broom 3 a military reconnaissance or attack ranging over a 
particular area 4a a curving course or line b the compass of a sweeping 
movement c a broad extent ^unbroken ^ of woodland} 5 a sweepstake 

6 obliquity with respect to a reference line 7 an attacking stroke in cncket 
played on one knee with a honzontal bat and designed to send the ball 
behmd the batsman on the leg side 

'sweeptback /-.bak/ n the backward slant of an aircraft wing in which 
the outer portion of the wing is behind the inner portion 
awaaper /sweepa/ n a defensive player in soccer who plays behind the 
backs as a last line of defence before the goalkeeper sport ['sweep 
+ '-er) 

awaaping Aweepmg/ adj 1 extending in a wide curve or over a wid^: 
area 2a extensive, wide-ranging reforms} b marked by wholesale and 
indiscriminate inclusion - sweepingly adv, sweepingneas n 
'awaapings n pi refuse, rubbish, etc collected by sweeping 
awaap-aacond hand n a watch or clock hand marking seconds that 
is mounted with the other hands and read on the same dial 
'awaap,ataka /-.stayk/ n 1 a race or contest in which the entire pnze 
is awarded to the winner 2 a lottery USE oflen pi with sing, meanmg 
but sing, or pi in constr [ME swepestake one who wins all the stakes in 
a game, fr swepen to sweep 4^ stake] 

'awaat /sweet/ adj la being or inducing the one of the 4 basic taste 
sensations that is typically induced by sucrose > compare bitter, salt, 
SOUR h of a beverage containing a sweetening ingr^ient; not dry 2a 
deUgbtfiilt charming b marked by gentle good humour or kindliness c 
fragrant d pleasing to the ear or eye 3 much loved 4« not sour, rancid, 
decaying, or stale b not salt or salted; fresh butter} water} e free 
from noxious gases and smells d free from excess of acid, sulphur, or 


corrosive salts petroleum} [ME swete, fr OE swete\ akin to OHG 
suozi sweet, L suavis, Gk hedys] - sweetish adj, sweetly adv, sweet- 
ness n 

’sweet /I 1 a darling or sweetheart IBr a dessert b a tofTee, truffle, or 
other small piece of confectionery prepared with (flavoured or filled) 
chocolate or sugar; esp one made chiefly of (boiled and crystallized) 
sugar 

.aweet-and-'sour adj seasoned with a sauce containing sugar and 
vinegar or lemon juice < ^ pork} 

sweet basil n a common basil with white flowers tinged with purple and 
leaves used as a herb in cooking 

sweet bay n laurel 1 

'sweetbread /-.bred/ n the pancreas or thymus of a young animal (c g 
a calO used for food 

'sweetbrler /-,brie a/ n an Old World rose with stout pnckles and white 
to deep rosy pink flowers 

sweet cherry n (the large sweet fruit oO R white-flowered Eurasian 
cherry that is a cultivated vanety of gean 
sweet chestnut n Spanish chf-stnut 

sweet cicely n a European plant of the carrot family with a strong 
aniseed smell [cicely by folk etymology fr seseh (a genus of perennial 
herbs), fr NL, fr L seselis, fr Gk] 

'sweet .corn n (the young kernels oO a maize with kernels that contain 
a high percentage of sugar and arc eaten as a vegetable when young and 
milky 

sweeten /'swect(3)n/ vt l to make (more) sweet 2 to soften the mood 
or attitude of 3 to make less painful or trying 4 to free from sthg 
undesirable, esp to remove sulphur compounds from / ~ natural gas} 
- VI to become sweet - sweetener n 
'sweetheart /-.haht/ n a darling, lover 
sweetie /'swceti/ n 1 swEt r 1 2 sw eet 2b USE infml 
'sweetie ,ple n sweet 1 - infml 

sweeting /'sweeting/ n a sweet apple [ME swef/n^, frswe/e sweet + -ing 
of (such) a kind, fr OE -ing, -ung] 

'sweetmeat /-.meet/ n a crystallized fruit, sugar-coated nut, or other 
sweet or delicacy nch in sugar 

sweet pea n a leguminous garden plant with slender climbing stems and 
large fragrant flowers 

sweet pepper n (a pepper plant beanng) a largg mild thick-walled 
capsicum fruit 

sweet potato n (the large sweet edible tuberous root of) a tropical 
climbing plant of the bindweed family with purplish flowers 
'sweet-.talk vt, chiefly NAm to blandish, coax - infml 
sweet talk n, chiefly NAm flattery - infml 
sweet tooth n a craving or fondness for sweet food 
sweet william n, often cap W a widely cultivated Eura.sian pink with 
small (mottled or stnpcd) white to deep red or purple flowers [fr the name 
William] 

'swell /swel/ vb swollen /'swohbn/, swelled vi la to expand gradually 
beyond a normal or onginal limit b to be distended or puffed up <^her 
ankle is badly swollen) c to curve outwards or upwards; bulge 2 to 
become charged with emotion ~ vf 1 to affect with a powerful emotion 
2 to increase the size, number, or intensity of [ME swellen, fr OE swellan, 
akin to OHG swellan to swell] 

’swell n 1 a rounded protuberance or bulge 2 a (massive) surge of water, 
often continuing beyond or after its cause (e g a gale) 3a swelling b(1) 
a gradual increa.se and decrease of the loudness of a musical sound (2) 
a device used in an organ for governing loudness (3) also swell organ a 
division of an organ in which the pipes are enclosed in a box with shutters 
that open or shut to regulate the volume of sound 4 a person of fashion 
or high social position - infml 
’swell adj, chiefly NAm excellent 

swelling Awelmg/ n 1 sthg swollen, specif an idinormal bodily protub- 
erance or enlargement 2 being swollen 
'swelter Awelta/ vi to suffer, sweat, or be faint from heat [ME swcltren, 
freq of swelten to die, be overcome by heat, fr 0£ sweltan to die; akm to 
OHG swelzan to bum up, St prob to OE swelan to bum] 

’swelter n 1 state of oppressive heat 

sweltering Awelt(a)nng/ adj oppressively hot > sweltcringly adv 
.swept-'back /swept/ adj possessing sweepback 
.swept-'wlng adj having swept-back wings 

swerve /swuhv/ vb to (cause to) turn aside abruptly from a straight line 
or course (ME swtrven, fr OE sweorfan to wipe, file away; akin to OHG 
swerban to wipe off, Gk syrein to drag] - awerve n 
'swift /swift/ adj 1 (capable oO moving at great speed 2 occurring 
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suddenly or within a very short time 3 quick to respond, ready [ME, fr 
OE, akin to OE swifan to revolve - more at swivu ] - swift adv, swiftly 
adv, swiftness n 

'swift n 1 any of several lizards that run swiftly 2 any of numerous 
dark-coloured birds noted for their fast darting flight in pursuit of insects, 
that superficially resemble swallows but are related to the hummingbirds 
and nightjars 

'swig /swig/ n a quantity dr\ink in I draught - infml [origin 
unknown] 

'swig yh -gg- to drink (sthg) in long draughts - infml - swigger n 
'swill /swil/ vt 1 to wash, esp by Hushing with water 2 to drink greedily 
-- VI to drink or eat freely or greedily [ME swilcn, fr OE swiJIan] - 
swillcr n 

'swill n 1 a semiliquid IVxxJ for animals (e g pigs) composed of edible 
lefuse mixed with water or skimmed or sour milk 2 kurrish 1 
'swim /swim/ vh -mm-; swam /swam/, swum /swum/ vi 1 to propel 
oneself in water by b<xlily movements (c g of the limbs, fins, or tail) 2 to 
surmount difficulties, not go under (sink or ^ ^ to become immersed 

(as lO in a liquid (liver -mmg in gravy) 4 to have a floating or di//> 
effect or sensation ~ vt la to cross by swimming b to use (a stroke) in 
swimming 2 to cause to swim or float [MF smmmcn, fr OE swimma/;. 
akin to OHG swinmian to swim] - swimmer n - swim against the tide to 
move counter to the prevailing or popular trend 
'swim n I an act or |)cri()d of swimming 2a an area frequented by fish 
b the mam current of events \hc in (he ^ > 

'swim .bladder n the air bladder of a fish 
swimmable /'swiiTubl/ adj capable of being swum 
swimmeret /'swimaret/ n any ol a senes of small unspeciali/ed append- 
ages under the abdomen . ‘‘'p inv crustaceans that arc used for swimming 
or Larrying eggs 

swimming /’swimmg/ adj capable of, adapted to. or used m or for 
swimming 

'swimming ,bath n, Hr a usu indoor swimming pixil - often pi with 
sing meaning hut sing oi pi in const r 

swimming .costume n, chiefly Dr a close-fitting usu woman’s gar- 
ment for swimming 

'swimmingly /-li/ ajv veiy well, splendidly infml '.everything 
went - , 

'swimming .pool n an artificial pool made for people to swim in 
'swim.suit /-.s(y)oolit/ n swimminci cosh mi 
'swindle /'swmdl/ \b swindling /'swindling/' to obtain properly or take 
properly from by fraud [back-formation fr swindler, fr G •ichwindler 
giddy person, fr schwindeln to be dizzy, fr OHG swiiUilon, freq of swi/ifan 
to diminish, vanish, akin to (’IF swimlan to vanish, OIr a sennad finally] 

- swindler n 

'swindle n a fraud, deceit 

swine /swicn/ n. pi swine I pio la - used esp technically or in literature 
2 a contemptible person 3 sf hg unpleasant ^ a ^ of a job) USE (2 ^ J) 
infml [MF. fr OE swin, akin to OHG swin swine, I. \us - more at 'sow] 

- swinish adj 

'swine .fever n a highly infectious (iften fatal virus disease of pigs 
'swine, herd /-.huhd/ n sby who tends pigs 

'swing /swing/ \b swung /swung/ vt la to cause to move vigorously 
through a wide arc or circle b(l) to cause to pivot or rotate (2) to cause 
to face or movp in another direction < - the car into a side roaeT} c to 
make (a delivery of a cncket ball) swing 2 to suspend so as to allow to 
sway <(to ^ a hammock'y 3 to play or sing (e g a melody) in the style of 
swing music 4a to influence decisively a lot of votes') b to manage, 
’ BRiNCi ABOiJi (wasn'tablcto — thattnpto Vienna) ^ m la to move freely 
to and fro, esp when hanging from an overhead support b of a howled 
ball to deviate from a straight path while travelling through the dir before 
reaching the batsman 2 to die by hanging 3a to turn (as iQ on a hinge 
or pivot (she swung on her heel) b to convey oneself by grasping a fixed 
supfKirt 4 to play or sing with a lively compelling rhythm, specif to play 
swing music 5 to shift or fluctuate between 2 moods, opinions, etc 6a to 
move along rhythmically <^Htg down the street) b to start up in a 
smooth rapid manner (ready to into action) 7 to engage freely in sex, 
specif wife-swapping - slang USE (vt 4; W 2) infml [ME swingen to beat, 
lling, hurl, rush, fr OE swingan to beat, fling oneself, rush, akin to OHG 
swingan to fling, rush] - swingable adj, swinger n 
'swing n la(1) a stroke or blow delivered with a sweeping arm movement 
(2) a sweeping or rhythmic movement of the body or a bodily part b the 
regular movement of a freely suspended object to and fro along an arc c 
a steady vigorous rhythm or action <soon got into the ^ of it) d(l) a 
trend towards a high or low point in a fluctuating cycle (e g of business 


activity) (2) a shift from one condition, form, position, or object of 
attention or favour to another 2 the progression of an activity, course / the 
work IS III full ~ / 3 the arc or range through which sthg swings (a - 
of 10% to Labour) 4 a suspended seal on which one may swing to and 
fro 5 ja/z played usu by a large dance band and charactcnzcd by a steady 
lively rhythm, simple harmony, and a basic melody often submerged in 
improvisation - swing adj 

.swing 'door n a door that can he pushed open from either side and that 
swings closed when released 

swingeing, swinging /'swmjing/ adj. chiefly Br severe, drastic <'^ cuts 
in public cKpendilurc / [fr prp of swinge (to beat, scourge), fr ME s*Wengen 
to shake, fr OF s\^engan, akm to OE swingan] 

swinging /'swing mg/ adj lively and up-to-date - infml [fr prp of 
'swing] 

SWingletree /'swing gl, tree/ u the pivoted swinging bar to which the 
traces of a harness are attached and by which a vehicle or implement (c g 
a plough) IS drawn [vwm^ye (cudgel, fr ME swingel. fr MD swinghef) ^ 
tiec] 

swmgometer /.swmgomiia/ n a device for representing statistical 
movements, esp in the electoral support of a party, on a dial - infml 
.swing-'wing adj of or being an aircraft having movable wings giving the 
best angU-s of sweepback for both low and high speeds 
'swipe /swiep/ n a strong sweeping blow infml [prob alter of 
sweep] 

'swipe H to sinke or hit out with a sweeping motion — vf 1 to strike or 
wipe with a sweeping motion 2 to steal, pilfer USE infml 
'swirl /swuhl/ n \ .i whirling mass or motion 2 a twisting shape, mark. 

or pattern [MF. (Sc)] - swirly aJj 
'swirl VI to move in eddies or whirls - swirlingly adv 
'swish /swish/ i5 to move with (the sound oO a swish (windscreen wipers 
^ ing • //i row- - mg its taiU [imit] - swisher /», swishingly adv 
'swish n la a sound as of a whip cutting the air b a light sweeping or 
blushing sound 2 a swishing movement - swishy adj 
'swish ad] smart, fashionable - infml [origin unknown) 

'Swiss /swis/ n. pi Swiss a native or inhabitant of Switzerland [MF 
Suisse, fr MHG Swi/er, fr Swiz Swii/erland, country m central 
Europe] 

'Swiss adj (charactensiic) of Switzerland 

.Swiss 'chard n chard 

.Swiss 'roll 77 a thin sheet of sponge cake spread with jam and 
rolled up 

'switch /swich/ n I 'd slender flexible twig or rod 2 a shift or change from 
one to another 3 a tuft of long hairs at the end ol the tail of an animal 
(e g a cow) 4 a device for making, breaking, or changing the connections 
in an clectncal circuit 5 a tre-ss of hair attached to augment a hairstyle 
6 SAni railway points [perh fr MD swijch twig] 

'switch W I to strike or beat (as lO with a switch 2 to whisk, lash 3 to 
shift, change 4a to shift to another electrical circuit by means of a switch 
b to operate an electrical switch so as lo turn off or on 5 chiefly NAm 
to turn from one railway track to another ^\i 1 to lash from side to side 
2 to change, shift - switchable adj. switcher n 
'switch.back /-.hak/ n 1 a zigziig road or railway m a mountainous 
region 2 chief]} Br any of various amusement ndcs, esp rollir 
ct>Asri R 

'switch, blade /-.blayd/ n, SAm a flick-knife 
'switcKboard /-.bawd/ n an apparatus consisting of a panel or frame 
on which switching devices are mounted, specif an arrangement for the 
manual switching of telephone calls 

,SWitched-'on adj alive to expenenu', also swinging - infml 
'switch, gear /-.giV n equipment used for the switching of esp large 
clectncal currents 

'switchman /-man/ n sby who works a switch (e g on a railway) 
'switch, over /-.ohva/ n a conversion to a diflfcrcnt system or method 
'switch, yard /-.yahd/ n, SAm MARSHAiiiNri vard 
'swivel /'swivi/ n a device joining 2 parts so that the moving part can 
pivot freely [ME, akin to OE swifan to revolve, ON sveigia to sway - 
more at swan] 

'swivel vh -II- (SAm -ll-). Awivl ing/ to turn (as lO on a swivel 
swivel chair n a chair that swivels on its base 
swiz /swiz/ n, pi -Z7.- Br sthg that docs not live up to one's hopes or 
expectations - infml [prob short for swizzle (cheat), alter of swindle] 
'swizzle .stick /'swizi/ n a thin rod used to stir mixed drinks [swizzle 
prob fr obs swiz/le (to tipple), perh fr swig -v giizzle] 
swob /swob/ vt or n -bb* (to) swab 
swollen Awohbn/ past part of swell 
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'■woon /swoohn/ vi to faint [ME swounen] - swooningly adv 
*twoon fi a partial or total loss of consciousness 
'swoop /swoohp/ VI to make a sudden attack or downward sweep ~ vr 
to carry off abruptly, snatch [alter of ME swopen to sweep, fr OE 
swapan-, akin to ON svatha to swathe - more at swaime] 

*SWOOp n an act of swooping (arrested in a drug-squad - > 
swoosh /swoosh, swoohsh/ vi or n (to make or move with) a rushing 
sound [imit] 

swop /swop/ vb or n ‘pp- (to) swap 

sword /sawd/ n 1 a cutting or thrusting weapon having a long usu 
sharp-pointed and sharp-edged blade 2 the use of force (the pen is 
mightier than the ^ -EG Bulwer-Lytton) 3 death caused (as lO by a 
sword - usu -»■ the 4 sthg (e g the beak of a swordfish) that resembles a 
sword [ME, fr OE sweord, akin to OHG swert sword, Av xvara wound] 
- swordlike adj 

'sword .cans n a swordstick 

'sword .dance n a dance performed over, round, or brandishing swords, 
esp a Scottish-Highland solo dance usu performed in the angles formed 
by 2 swords crossed on the ground - sword dancer n 
'sword.fish /-.fish/ n a very large oceanic food fish that has a long 
swordlike beak formed by the bones of the upper jaw 
'sword .prass n any of vanous grasses or sedges having leaves with a 
sharp or toothed edge 

'sword .knot n an ornamental cord or tassel tied to the hilt of a 
sword 

.sword of 'Damocles /'damakleez/ n, often cap S an impending 
disaster [fr the legend of the sword suspended by a single hair over the 
head of Damocles, a courtier of ancient Syracuse, as a reminder of the 
msecunty of a tyrant's happiness] 

'sword.play /-.play/ n the art, skill, or practice of wielding a sword - 

iwordplaycr n 

swordsman Aawdzman/ n one skilled in swordplay 
'swordsman.ship /-ship/ n swordplay 

'sword, stick /-.stik/ n a walking stick in which a sword blade is 
concealed 

'8WOrd*.svva flower n a performer (e g at a circus) who causes or allows 
sword-blades to pass down his/her throat 

'swordtail /-.tayl/ n a small brightly marked Central Amencan topmin- 
now often kept in tropical aquanums 
swore /swaw/ past of swear 
sworn /swawn/ past part of swear 

'swot /swot/ n, Br one who studies hard or excessively - infml [alter of 
swear] 

*SWOt vb -tt- Br VI to study hard vt to study (a subject) intensively - usu 
+ up USE infml 

swum /swum/ past part of swim 
swung /swung/ past of swing 

.swung 'dash n a character used esp to represent part or all of a 
• previously spelt-out word 

sybarite Aibanet/ n, often cap a voluptuary, sensualist [fr the notonous 
luxury of the people of the ancient city of Sybans in Italy] - sybaritism 
/•.netiz(a)m/ n, sybaritic /-'ntik/ adj 

sycamine Aikamien/ n the mulberry [L sycammus, fr Gk sykaminos, 
of Son ongin; akin to Heb shiqmah mulberry tree, sycamore] 
sycamore Aika,maw/ n 1 a tree of Egypt and Asia Minor that is the 
sycamore of Senpture and has a sweet edible fruit 2 a Eurasian maple 
widely planted as a shade tree 3 NAm ^planf. [ME sicamour, fr MF 
sicamor, fr L sycomorus, fr Gk sykomoros, prob modif of a Sem word 
akin to Heb shiqmah sycamore] 
syce /sics/ n a groom, esp in India [Hindi sa’is, fr Ar] 
syconium /sie'kohnyam, -nvam/ n, pi syconia /-nya, -ni-a/ a multiple 
fleshy fruit (e g a fig) in which the ovaries are borne within an enlarged 
succulent receptacle [NL. fr Gk sykon fig + NL -lum] 
sycophant /'sika.fant/ n a self-seeking flatterer; a toady [L sycophanta 
informer, swindler, sycophant, fr Gk sykophantes informer, fr sykon + 
phainein to show] - sycophancy /-si/ n. sycophant adj, sycophantic 
A'faniik/ adj 

sycosis /sie'kohsis/ n an inflammatory disorder of the hair follicles 
marked by raised spots [NL, fr Gk sykosis, fr sykon] 
syanita Ate-i,j)iet/ n an igneous rock composed chiefly of feldspar [L 
Syenites (lapis) stone of Syene, fr Syene, ancient city in Egypt] - syenitk 
/-'nitik/ adj 

syli Aili/ n Guinea at nationality [native name in Guinea] 
'syllabic /si'labik/ adj 1 constituting (the nucleus oO a syllable 2 
enunciated with separation of syllables 3 of or constituting a type of verse 


(eg some French poetry) in which the metre is based on a count of 
syllables [LL syllabicus, fr Gk syllahikos, fr syllabe syllable] - syllabically 
adv 

*sy liable n a syllabic character or sound 

pyllabify /si'labifie/ vt to form or divide into syllables [I. syllaba 
syllable] - syllabification /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 
syllable /'sibbl/ n (a letter or symbol representing) an uninterruptible 
unit of spoken language that usu consists of 1 vowel sound either alone 
or with a consonant sound preceding or following — ali*h auk i [ML, 
fr MF sillabe, fr L syllaba, fr Gk syllabe, fr syllambanein to gather 
together, fr syn- i lambanein to take - more at iarh] syllabled 
adj 

syllabub, sillabub /'sibbub/ n a cold dessert usu made by curdling 
sweetened cream or milk with wmc. cider, or other acidic liquid [ongin 
unknown] 

syllabus Aibbds/ n. pi syllabi /-bie/, syllabuses a summary of a course 
of study or of examination requirements [LI-, alter of L siUybus label for 
a book, fr Gk sillytKis] 

syllepsis /si'lepsis/ n, pi syllepses /-see// 1 the use of a word to mixlify 
or govern syntactically 2 or more words with only 1 of which it formally 
agrees (e g in ‘neither he nor I knows’) 2 the use of a word in ihe same 
grammatical relation to 2 adjacent words but m difTcrcrit senses (e g in 
‘departed in tears and a taxi’) [I , fr Gk syllepsis, fr sylUrnbanem] - 
sylieptic /si'leptik/ adj 

syllogism /'sildjiz(d)in/ n a pattern of deductive leasoning consisting of 
2 premises and a conclusion (e g ‘all men are mortal, Socrates is a man, 
therefore Socrates is mortal’) [ME silogisnie, fr Mh, fr I syllogismus, fr 
Gk syllogismos, fr syllogizesthai to syllogi/e, fr syn- * hgucsthai to 
calculate, fr logos reckoning, word more at ligindJ syllogistic 
A'jistik/ adj 

syllog-ize, -isc /'sibjiez/ n to reason by using syllogisms [ML sylogysen, 
fr LL sylloguare, fr Gk syllogi/estitai] 

sylph /silf/ n a slender graceful woman oi girl [NL sylpbus\ sylphlike 
adj 

sylvan, silvan /'silvan/ adj 1 of. located in, or characteristic of the woods 
or forest 2 full of woods or trcc^s [MI sihanus. sylv.wus, fr 1 siha. syha 
wood] 

sym- - sec s\ n- 

symbiont /'simbi.ont/ n an organism living in symbiosis [prob fr G, 
modif of Gk symbiount-, symbion, prp of symbioun] symbiontic 
/-'ontik/ adj 

Symbiosis /.simbi'ohsis, -bieV n. p/ symbioses /-see// the living together 
of 2 dissimilar organisms m intimate assiKiation (to their mutual benefit) 
[NL, fr G symbiose, fr Gk symbiosis state of living together, fr svmbioun 
to live together, fr symbios living together, fr sym- i bios life more at 
‘quick] - symbiotic /-'otik/ adj 

symbiote /'simbi.oht, -bic-/ n a symbiont [L, fr Gk symbiotes compan- 
ion, fr symbioun to live together] 

symbol /'simbl/ n 1 sthg that stands for or suggests sthg else by reason 
of association, convention, etc 2 a sign used in wniing or pnnting to 
represent operations, quantities, elements, relalions^^ or qualities in a 
particular field (eg chemistry or music) aiphahii [L 

symboJum token, sign, symbol, fr Gk symbolon, lit , token of identity 
verified by comparing its other half, fr symhallein to throw togcthei, 
compare, fr syn- + ballein to throw - more at devil) - symbology 
/sim’bobji/ n 

exhibiting a symbol or symbols - symbolically adv 
symbolic logic n a method of developing and representing logical 
principles using a formalized system of symbols 
symbolism Aimb3,hz(3)m/ n 1 the literary and artistic mixlc of 
expression of the symbolists 2 a system of symbols - symbolistic /-'listik/ 
adj 

symbolist /'simbahst/ n 1 one who employs sypibols or symbolism 2 
any of a group of esp 19th-c French writers and attists who used symbols 
to convey a subjective view of reality and esp iismatenal or intangible 
states or truths (e g by exploiting the nonhterai figurative resources of 
language) - symbolist adj 

symbol ize, -ise /'simb3.1icz/ vt 1 to serve as a symbol of 2 to represent, 
express, or identify by a symbol - symbolization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
symmetries! /si'metnki/, symmetric /si'metrik/ adj la having the 
same proportions, design, shape, etc on both sides; spec;/' capable of 
division by a longitudinal plane into similar halves b of a flower having 
the same number of members m each whorl of floral leaves 2 of a 
chemical compound having symmetry m the molecular structure [sym 
METRY + -ical] - Symmetrically adv 
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symmetry Aimitn/ n 1 (beauty of form arising from) balanced propor- 
tions 2 the property of being symmetrical, esp correspondence in si/c, 
shape, and relative position of parts on opposite sides of a dividing line 
or median plane or about a centre or axis - compare dilatfrai sym 
Ml IKY, RADIAL SVMMITRY (L symmctrm, fr Gk, fr symmeims sym- 
meincal, fr syn- ^ metron measure - more at mlasure] - symmetrize 
/-Inez/ vt 

sympathetic /.simpa'lhctik/ adj 1 existing or operating through an 
affinity, interdependence, or mutual associatii^n 2 appropnate to one’s 
mood or temperament, congenial 3 given to or ansing from compassion 
and sensitivity to others’ feelings (a ~ gesture) 4 favourably inclined 
<^not - to the idea) 5 of, being, mediated by, or acting on (the nerves 
ol) the sympathetic nervous system 6 relating to musical sounds pro- 
duced, or strings sounded, by sympathetic vibration (NL sympatheticus. 
fr 1. sympathia sympathy] sympathetically adv 
sympathetic nervous system n the part of the autonomic nervous 
system that contains nerve fibres in which the chief ncurotransmittcr is 
noradrenalin and whose activity tends to relax smooth muscle and cause 
the c<mtraction of bhxxi vessels - compare farasympatiiltic nfrvous 

SYSllM 

sympathetic vibration n a vibration produced in one body by 
vibrations of the same perujd in another 
sympath ize, ‘isc /'simpAthie// vi 1 to react or respond in sympathy 2 
to share in distress or sufTenng, commiserate - sympathizer n 
sympathomimetic /.simpathohmi’metik/ adj simulating sympathetic 
nervous action in physiological effect ^ drugs) [\%\ sympathetic ♦ -o- 
t mimetic] - sympathomimetic n 

sympathy /'simpatlu/ n la relationship between people or things in 
which each is simultaneously affected in a similar way b unity or 
harmony in actn'i 2a inclination to think or feel alike h 

tendiiKy to favour or supixirt - often pi with sing meaning \Tory 
sympathies;- 3 (the expression of) pity or compassion [L sympathia, fr 
C}k sympatheia, fr sympathes having common feelings, sympathetic, fr 
s\/i- t pathos feelings, emotion, expcnence - more at palhos] 
sympetalous /sim'petalas/ adj gamopelalous 
symphonic AimTomk/ adf relating to or having the form or character 
of a symphony < ^ music'' - symphonically ad\ 
symphonic poem n an extended orchestral composition, based on a 
legend, talc, etc and usu freer m form than a symphony 
symphonist Annfamst/ n a composer of symphonies 
symphony /'simfimi/ n la a usu long and complex sonata for symphony 
orchestra b a composition of similar prop<irtions 2 sthg of great harmoni- 
ous complexity or vancty <.thc riKim was a in blue) 3 chiefly NAm 
svMPMoNv oR( first RA (ME symphonic harmony, fr OF, fr L sym- 
phonia, fr Gk symphonia, fr symphonos concordant in s<iund, fr syn- i 
phone voice, sound - more at 'ban] 

symphony orchestra n a large orchestra of wind instruments, strings, 
and percussion that plays symphonic works 

symphysis /'simfisis/ n. pi symphyses /-seez/ an (almost) immovable 
joint between bones, esp where the surfaces are connected by fibrous 
cartilage without a joint membrane (NL, fr Gk, state of growing together, 
fr symphyesthai to grow together, fr syn- t phyeiti to make grow, bnng 
forth more at be] symphyses! /sirnfaVce al/, symphysial /simTizi-,')!/ 
adj 

sympodial Aim'pohdi al/ adj having or involving the formation of an 
apparent main axis (e g of an inflorescence) from successive secondary 
axes [NL sympodium apparent mam axis formed from secondary axes, 
fr Gk syn- ^ podion base - more at -pddil m] 
symposium Aim'pohzyam, -zi am/ n, pi symposia /-zya. -zi a/. sym- 
posiums 1 a party (e g after a banquet in ancient Greece) with music and 
conversation 2a a formal meeting at which several specialists deliver 
short addresses on a topic - compare coi i b a published collec- 

tion of opinions on a subject [L, fr Gk symposion, fr sympinein to dnnk 
together, fr syn- + pinein to dnnk - more at potable] 

Aymptom Aimptam/ n 1 sthg giving (subjective) evidence or indication 
of disease or physical disturbance 2 sthg that indicates the existence of 
sthg else [LL symptomat-, symptoma, fr Gk symptomat-, symptoma 
happening, attnbute. symptom, fr sympiptetn to happen, fr syn- e piptcin 
to fall - more at feather] - symptomless adj, symptomatology 
/-ma'tobji/ n 

symptomatic Asimpta'matik/ adj 1 being a symptom of a disease 2 
concerned with, affecting, or acting on symptoms treatment for 
influenza) 3 characteristic, indicative - symptomatically adv 
syn-, sym- prefix I with, along with; together (sympathy) (synthesis') 2 


at the same time fsynaesthesia) [ME, fr OF, fr L, fr Gk. fr syn with, 
together with] 

synaesthesia /,sinces'thee7(h)ya/ n a subjective sensation or image fe g 
of colour) appropriate to a sense other than the one (e g hearing) being 
stimulated [NL, fr syn- -aesthesia (as in anaesthesia)] ■ syaaesthetic 
/-'thetik/ adj 

synagogue /'sinagog/ n (the house of worship and communal centre of) 
a Jewish congregation [ME synagoge, fr OF, fr LL synagoga, fr Gk 
synagoge assembly, synagogue, fr synagein to bring together, fr syn- ^ 
agein to lead - more at aglnt] - synagogal A'gogl/ adj 
synapse Aienaps/ n the point (between 2 nerves) across which a nervous 
impulse IS transmitted [NL synapsis, fr Gk, juncture, fr syaaptein to 
fasten together, fr syn- * haptein to fasten] - synaptic Ai'naptik/ adj 
synapsis Ai'napsis/ n. pi synapses Aseez/ the joining of homologous 
chromosomes that occuis in meiotic cell division [NL, fr Gk, juncture] 

- synaptic ad/ 

synarthrosis /.sinah'throhsis/ n, pi synarthroses /-seez/ an immovable 
joint between bones united by fibrous tissue [(3k synarthrosis, fr syn- 
arthrosis arthrosis] 

'sync also synch Aingk/ n synchronization, synchronism <out of ~ ) - 
infml 

*sync also synch w to match film and magnetic track so that they run 
exactly in synchronization ''are these rushes for ^ing'^ - often up. 
infml 

syncarpous Ain'kahpas/ adj, of a flower, fruit, etc having the carpels 
united in a compound ovary syncarpy /’sin.kahpi/ n 
synchro- comb form synchronized, synchronous synchrom(*v/?> [syri- 
chromzed & synchronous] 

synchromesh /'singkr^.mesh/ adj designed for effecting synchronized 
gear changing - synchromesh n 

synchronic /smg'kromk/ adj of or dealing with phenomena, esp of 
laiiguage, at I point in time, ignoring historical antecedents - compare 
DIACHRONIC ~ synchronically adv 

synchronism Aingkr3,niz(p)m/ n 1 the quality of being synchronous, 
simultaneousncss 2 (a table showing) chronological arrangement of 
historical events so as to indicate coincidence or coexistence synchron- 
istic /-’nislik/ adt 

synchron ize, -ise /'smgkra.mez/ m to happen at the same time ^ if 1 
to arrange so as to indicate coincidence or coexistence 2 to make 
synchronous m operation < - watches',' 3 to make (sound) exactly 
simultaneous with the action in a film or a television programme - 
synchronizer n. synchronization / '/aysh(a)n/ n 
synchronized swimming n swimming in which the movements of 1 
or more swimmers are synchronized with a musical accompaniment so as 
to form changing patterns 

synchronous /’smgkranas/ adj I happening or arising at precisely the 
same time 2a going on or operating together at exactly the same rate b 
rccurnng together 3 involving or indicating synchronism 4 geostationary 
(LL synchronos, fr Gk, fr syn- • chronos lime] - synchronously adv 
synchronous motor n an elecinc motor having a speed stnclly 
proportional to the frequency of the operating current 
synchrony Aingkram/ n synchronistic occurrence, arrangement, or 
treatment 

synchrotron Aingkrairon/ n an apparatus that imparls very high 
speeds to charged particles by combining a high-frequency elecinc field 
and a low-frequency magnetic field 

syncline Amgklicn/ n a trough of stratified rock in which the layers dip 
towards esch other from either side - compare an net inf — T ui ixiRa 
PHY [back-formation fr synclinal, fr Gk syn- + klinein to lean - more at 
•1 fan] - synclinal /-'klienl/ adj 

syncopate /’smgka.payl/ vf to modify or affect (musical rhythm) by 
syncopation [ML s> ncopatus, pp of synenpare. fr LL syncope] - syncopa- 
tor n 

syncopation /.singka'paysh(3)n/ n (a rhythm oi passage characterized 
by) a temporary displacement of the regular metneal accent in music 
caused typically by stressing the weak beat - syncopative /-.paytiv/ 
adj 

syncope Aingkapi/ n 1 tempiviary loss of consciousness, fainting 2 the 
dropping of 1 or more sounds or letters in a word (eg in fi'c’sle for 
forecastle) [LL, fr Gk synkope, lit . cutting short, fr synkoptein to cut 
short, fr syn- v koptein to cut - more at < apon] - syncopal Amgkapl/ 
adj 

syncretism /'singkn.tiz(3)m/ n 1 the combination of different forms of 
belief or practice, esp eclecticism 2 the fusion of 2 or more ong different 
inflectional forms [NL syncrefisrnus, fr Gk synkretismos federation of 
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Sign 

A mark with a conventional meaning, 
used to replace or supplement words 

Symbol 

A sign used in writing or printing to 
represent operations, quantities, 
elements, relations, or qualities in a 
particular field 

Accents and diacritics 

^ ( 6 ) acute accent 

^ (d) grave accent 

( 6 ) or ■ or ' circumflex 
^ (h) tilde 
— (o) macron 

w (Cj) breve 
w (C) hatek 
•• (oo) diaeresis 
3 ( 9 ) cedilla 

: ( 1 .) colon 

Airport signs 


cP opposition - a difference of 1 80” in 
longitude, or right ascension 
^ ascending node 
•y descending node 

Bioiogy 

9 o female 
cr 6 □ male 
^ neuter 

9 " neuter hermaphrodite 
X crossed with, hybrid 
+ wild type 
F , offspring of the first 
generation 

F y offspring of the second 
generation 

Business 

@ at, each 
c/o care of 
% per cent 
© copyright 
® trademark 


Goods handling 



1 fragile 4 handle with care 

2 keep diy 5 use no hooks 

3 keep upright 6 protect from heat 


[il [il [vj 

toilets toilets telephone 

men women 



first aid no bus 

smoking 


pjttilXl 

post luggage restaurant 

Astronomy 

O the sun, Sunday 
or D the moon, Monday 

# new moon 
J) ® > > first quarter 

OorQ> full moon 
d d C last quarter 

9 Mercury, Wednesday 
S’* Venus, Friday 
0 © o/- 6 -the earth 

cf Mars, Tuesday 
4 Jupiter, Thursday 
1? Saturn, Saturday 
c) Uranus 
Neptune 
e Pluto 
comet 

* fixed star 
conjunction - of bodies 
having the same longitude, 
or right ascension 

□ quadrature - a difference of 
90° in longitude, or right 
ascension 

A trine - a difference of 120 ° 
in longitude, or right 
ascension 


Computer flowcharts 

O process 

V merge 

O inpiit/output 
Q magnetic tape 
(~T on-line storage 
O decision 
A extract 
[P document 

punched tape 

V off-line storage 

U7 manual operation 

X collate 

0 sort 

punched card 



Latin patriarchal papal 



Celtic Greek Lorraine 



Maltese Saint Andrew's ankh 



explosive radioactive 



corrosive oxidizing agent 



inflammable gas poison 


Mathematics 

plus 

minus 

± plus or minus 
or multiplied by 
or / divided by 
equals 

^ IS not equal to 

> IS greater than 

> IS much greater than 

< IS less than 

IS much less than 

^ or ;> IS greater than or equal to 
^ or IS less than or equal to 

> IS not greater than 

< IS not less than 

« IS approximately equal to 
IS identical to 
equivalent, similar 
IS congruent to 


3 - ALPHABET. NUMBER, PERIODIC TABLE, PHYSICS 
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symbols®) 


oc 

varies directly as, is 
proportional to 


IS to, the ratio of 


therefore 

C30 

infinity 


angle, the angle 

L 

right angle 

II 

parallel, is parallel to 

V or \l 

root -- used without a figure 
to indicate a squaie root 
<as m >/4 2> or with an 

index above the sign to 
indicate another degree 
<as in ^7) 

6 

f)x, t)m increment or 
variation of x 

j 

indefinite integral 
<l2xdx - I C> 

II 

the integral taken between 
the values a and b of the 


variable 

0 

standard deviation of a 
population 


sum, summation 

n 

arilfimetic mean of a 
population 

x*’ 

chi square 

71 

1 

pi, the numbei 

3 1 4 1 59265 h , the ratio of 
the cirriiti/ of a circle 
to Its diameter 

factorial <4' 4 ^ 3 - 2 a 1 > 

e or € 

( 1 ) the number 

2 7182818 1 , the base of 
the natural system of 
logarithms (2) the 
eccentricity of a conic section 

() 

flegreo <60”> 


minute, tout <30 > used 
also to distinguish frelween 
values of the same variable 
or between ditfeient 
variables (as a', a" , a"', usu 
read a prime, a double prime, 
a triple pnrTie) 

" 

second, inch < 30 " ) 


- used as exponents placed 

X \ etc 

above and at the right of 
an expression to indicate 
that It IS raised to a power 
whose degree is iirdicated by 
the figure ia‘, the square 
of a) 

X 2, 

- used as exponents placed 

X \ etc 

above and at the right of 
an expression to indicate 
that The reciprocal of tlie 
expression is raised to the 

• 

power whose degree is 
indicated by the figure 
<a ^ equals 1 

sin ')< 

arc sine of x 

cos ■ ^x 

arc cosine of x 

tan ’x 

arc tangent of x 

cot ’x 

arc cotangent of x 

sec '^x 

arc secant of x 

cosec ” ’ 

xarc cosecant of x 

1^1 

the absolute value of ^ 

U 

union of two sets 

n 

intersection of two sets 

c 

IS included in, is a subset of 

,3 

contains as a subset 

€ or f 

IS an element of 

€ 

IS not an element of 

0or\\ 

empty set, null set 


Road signs 
Warning 

AAA. 

Roundabout Slippery Road works 


road 

Restriction 



Maximum No entry Width limit 
speed limit 

Information 



Entrance to 

controlled tad^n.Mp. 
parking zone 

Reference marks 

* asterisk or star 

t dagger 

1: aouble dagger 

^ section or numbered clause 

II parallel 

^ or f paragraph 


Signs of the Zodiac 


Washing symbols 



washable hand wash dry- 


cleanable 



cool iron medium- hofiron 



do not wash do not iron do not 


bleach 

Miscellaneous 

& and 

/ solidus or diagonal or slant: 

used to mean "or" (as in and/or), 
"and/or" (as in dead/wounded), 
"per" (as in feet/second), indicates 
end of a line of verse, separates 
the figures of a date (4/4/73) 
derived from 

> whence derived 1 used in 
+ and I etymologies 

assumed J 

t died - used esp in genealogies 
^ Star of David 
^ versicle 
^ response 
0 peace 

^ Kite mark British Standards 
Institution 
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Cretan cities, fr syn- + Kret-, Kres Cretan] - syncretist n or 
lyncretistic /-'tistik/ adj, syncretic /sing'kretik/ adj 
syncytium /sm'siti-am/ n, p/ syncytia /-ti-a/ (an organism consisting oO 
a mass of living matenal with many nuclei resulting from fusion of cells 
or repeated division of nuclei [NL, frsyn- * eyf-j - syncytial /-'sish(y)dl/ 
adj 

syndactyly Ain'daktili/f syndactylism /'.liz(9)m/ n a union of 2 or more 
digits that occurs normally (e g in many birds) and occas as an inherited 
abnormality in human beings [NL syndactylia, fr syn- + Gk daktylos 
linger] 

syndic Aindik/ n an agent who transacts business for a university or 
corporation [F, fr LL syndicus representative of a corporation, fr Gk 
syndilrosassistantatlaw, advocate, representative ofastate.fr syn- 4 dike 
judgment, case at law > more at diction] 

syndicalism /sindikl,iz(9)m/ n 1 a revolutionary doctrine according to 
which workers should seize control of the economy and the government 
by direct means (e g a general stnke) 2 a system of economic organization 
in which industries are owned and managed by the workers [F syn- 
dicalisme, fr chambre syndicale trade union] - syndical adj, syndicalist 
adj or n 

'syndicate Amdikat/ n la the office of a syndic b sing or pi in constr 
a council or body of syndics 2 sing or pi in constr a group of people or 
concerns who combine to carry out a particular transaction (e g buying 
or renting property) or to promote some common interest 3 a business 
concern that supplies matenal for simultaneous publication in many 
newspapers or penodicais [F syndicat, fr syndic] 

Syndicate Aindukayt/ vt 1 to form into or manage as a syndicate 2 to 
sell (e g a cartoon) to a syndicate for simultaneous publication in many 
newspapers or penodicais - syndicator n, syndication /-'kaysh(a)n/ n 
syndrome Amdrohm/ /i 1 a group of signs and symptoms that occur 
together and charactenze a particular (medical) abnormality 2 a set of 
concurrent emotions, actions, etc that usu form an identifiable pattern 
(NL, fr Gk syndrome combination, syndrome, fr syn- + dramein to run 
~ more at dromedary] 

'syne /step, often zien/ adv. chiefly Scot since then, ago (ME (northern), 
prob fr ON sithan, akin to OE siththan since - more at since] 

*syne conj or prep, Scot since 

synecdoche /si'nekdaki/ n a figure of speech in which a part 1 $ used to 
mean the whole (e g 50 sail instead of 50 ships) or the whole to mean a 
part (e g in 'Leeds defeated Stoke’) (L, fr Gk synekdoche, fr syn- 4 
ekdoche sense, interpretation, fr ekdechesthai to receive, understand, fr 
ex from ^ dechesthai to receive, akin to Gk dokein to seem good - more 
at EX-, decent] 

synecoiogy /.smi'kobji/ n ecology that deals with the structure and 
development of ecological communities [G synokologie, fr syn- + okolo- 
gie ecology] 

synergic /si'nuhjik/ adj working together; cooperating (NL synergicus, 
fr synergia] - lynergically adv 

synergism Ain3jiz(a)m, si'nuh-/, synergy /-ji/ n cooperative action 
between 2 or more agencies (e g drugs or muscles) whose combined effect 
is greater than the sum of their separate effects (NL synergismus & 
synergia, fr Gk synergos working together, fr syn- + ergon work - more 
at work] > synergistic /-jistik/ adj 

synsrgist Ainajist, 'sinuh-/ n any of the agencies that together produce 
synergism 

syngamy Aing-gami/ n sexual reproduction by union of gametes 

psv] 

synod Ainad, 'sinod/ n 1 a formal meeting to decide ecclesiastical 
matters 2 a church governing or advisory council 3 the ecclesiastu «l 
distnct governed by a synod (LL synodus, fr LGk synodos, fr Gk, 
meeting, assembly, fr syn- -v hodos way, journey - more at cede] - 
synodal Ainadl, 'si,nodl/ adj 

synodic /si'nodik/ also synodical /-kl/ adj of a conjunction or the penod 
^ween 2 successive conjunctions of the same celestial bodies (Gk 
synodikos, fr synodos meeting, conjunction] 

synonym Ainanim/ n any of 2 or more words or expressions in a 
language that are used with (nearly) the same meaning (ME sinonyme, 
fr L synonymum, fir Gk synonymon, fr neut of synonymos synonymous, 
fr syn- + onynia name - more at name] - synonymic /-'nimik/, syn- 
onymical adj, synonymity /^ina'nimati/ n 

synonymous /si'nonimas/ adj alike in meaning - synonymously adv 
synonymy /si'nonimi/ n la the study or distinguishing of synonyms b 
a list or collection of synonyms 2 being synonymous 
synopsis /si’nopsis/ n, pi synopses Ase^ a condensed statement or 
outline (eg of a narrative) (LL, fr Gk, lit., comprehensive view, fr 


synopsesthai to be going to see together, fr syn- 4 opsesthai to be going 
to sec - more at optic] 

synoptic /si'noptik/ also synoptical /-kl/ adj 1 affording a comprehen- 
sive view of a whole 2 often cap of or being the first 3 Gospels of the New 
Testament 3 relating to or displaying meteorological conditions existing 
simultaneously over a broad area (Gk synopukos, fr synopsesthai] - 

synoptically adv 

synovia /si'nohvi a, sie-/ n a transparent visatus lubricating fluid sec- 
reted by a joint or tendon membrane anatomv (NL] - synovial 
adj 

synovitis /.sienaVietas/ n inflammation of a synovial membrane 
(NL] 

syntactic /sm'taktik/, syntactical /-kl/ adj of or cotifonning to the rules 
of syntax or syntactics [NL syntacticus, fr Gk syntaktikos arranging 
together, fr sy/i/assci/i] - syntactically adv 
syn'tactics n pi but sing or pi in constr a branch of semiotics dealing 
with the formal relations between signs or expressions, also syntax 
syntax /'smtaks/ n (the part of grammar dealing with) the way in which 
words are put together to form phrases, clauses, or sentences [F or LL, 
F syntaxe, fr LL syntaxis, fr Gk, fr syntassein to arrange together, fr syn- 
tassein to arrange - more at iactics] 
synthesis /'smthasis/ n, pi syntheses Asecz/ la ihe composition or 
combination of separate or diverse elements into a coherent whole b the 
artificial production of a substance by chemical reaction 2 the third and 
final stage of a reasoned argument, based on the thesis and antithesis [Gk, 
fr syntithrudi to put together, fr syn- * iithcnai to put, plate - more at 
no] ~ synthesis! n, synthesize vt 

synthes izer, -iser /'sinthd,siezd/ n an extremely versatile electronic 
musical instrument that produces a sound that can be altered m many 
ways (eg to mimic other instruments) and is usu played by means of a 
keyboard [synthesize i -fr] 

'synthetic /sm'thetik/ also synthetical /-kl/ adj 1 asserting of a subject 
a predicate that is not part of the meaning of that subject - compare 
ANAiYTtc 2 charactenzed by inflection rather than analysis - - lan- 
guages} 3 produced artificially, man-made dyes><^^ drugs}'- 
silk} [Gk synthetikos of composition, component, fr syntithcnai] 
synthetically adv 

‘synthetic n a product of (chemical) synthesis 
syphilis /'sifshs/ n a contagious usu venereal and uAen congenital disease- 
caused by a spirochaetal bactenum - compare primary svpimis, si t 
ONDARY SY PH II IS, TFRiiARY sYPHius [NL. fr Syphilus, hero of the 
• poem Syphilis sive Morbus Gallicus {Syphilis or the French disease) by 
Girolamo Fracastoro tl553 It physician & poet] - syphilitic /-'litik/ adj 
or n 

syphon /’siefsn/ vh or 11 to siphon 

Syriac /'sinak/ n a literary and liturgical language based on Aramaic, esp 
used by eastcni Christian churches [L synacus Syrian, fr Gk synakos, fr 
Syna, ancient country in Asia] - Sjrriac adj 
'syringe /s^'rmj/ n a device used to inject fluids into or withdraw them 
from sthg (c g the body or its cavities), esp one that consists of a hollow 
barrel fitted with a plunger and a hollow needle [ME syring, fr ML 
synnga, fr LL, injection, fr Gk synng-, syrinx panpipe, tube, akin to Gk 
solen pipe, Skt tunava flute] 

‘syringe vt to irrigate or spray (as iQ with a synnge 
syrinx /’sinngks/ n, pi syringes /si'rinjeez/, syrinxes the vocal organ of 
birds that is a modification of the lower trachea, bronchi, or both [NL, 
fr Gk, panpipe] 

syrup /'strap/ n la a thick sticky solution of (flavoured, medicated, etc) 
sugar and water b the concentrated juice of a fruit or plant (c g the sugar 
maple); esp the raw sugar juice obtained from crushed sugarcane after 
evaporation and before crystallization in sugar manufacture 2 cloying 
sweetness or sentimentality [ME sirup, fr MF drop, fr ML syrupus, fr 
Ar sharab] - syrupy adj 

systaltic /si'staltik, si'stawitik/ adj alternately aSd regularly contracting 
and dilating; pulsating [Gk systaltos, (a.ssumed) verbal of systellein to 
contract - more at sysidle] 

system /'sistam/ n la a group of body organs that together perform 1 
or more uSu specified functions (the digestive ~> b the body considered 
as a functional unit c a group of interrelated and interdependent objects 
or units d a group of devices or an organization that serves a common 
purpose (a telephone ^ > <a heating ~ ><a highway ~ ><a data process- 
ing--'} e a maj6r division of rocks including those formed during a period 
or era f a form of social, economic, or political organization (the 
capitalist > 2 an organized set of doctnnes or principles usu intended 
to explain the arrangement or working of a systematic whole (the 
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Newtonian ot' mechanics} 3a an organized or established prcK-edure 
<^the touch ^ of typing} b a manner of classifying, symbolizing, or 
formalizing <a taxonomic } <^the decimal ^} 4 orderly methods 5 
FSTABI isHMFNr 2 - + the (LL systemah. systema, fr Gk \ystemat-, 
systema, fr synistanai to combine, fr syn- t histanai to cause to stand - 
more at si and] - systemlcss adj 

systematic /.sisu'matik/ also systematical /-kl/ adj 1 relating to, 
consisting of, or presented as a system 2 methodical in procedure nr plan, 
thorough investigation ;> 3 of or concerned with classification, specif 

taxonomic [LL systematicus, fr Gk systematikos, fr systemal-. systema] 
- systematically adv 

.syste'matics n pi hut sing in constr (a system oQ classification or 
taxonomy 

systema tist Aistam,itist, si'stcmolist, si'slee-/ n 1 a maker or follower 
of a system 2 a taxonomist 

systemat ize, -ise Aistpmjtiez/ vt to arrange according to a set 
method, order systematically - systematizer n, systematization 
/-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

systemic /si'stccmik, si'siemik/ adj 1 affecting the body generally 2 ul 
an insecticide, [lesticide, etc making the organism, esp a plant, toxic to a 
pest by entering the tissues [sysiim ^ '-icj systemically at/t' 

systemic circulation n the part of the hUKxi circulation concerned 
with the distnbution of bloixl to the tissues through the aorta rather than 
to the lungs through the pulmonary- artery 

system ize, -ise Aistomicz/ \t to systematize - systcmization 
A'/ayshfaIn/ n 

systems analysis n the analysis of an activity (e g a procedure, a 
business, or a physiological function) typically by malhematieal means in 
order to define Us goals or purposes and ti' discover ways of accomplish- 
ing them efficient''; systems analyst n 

systole /'sist,ili/ n the lecurrent contraction of the heart by which blood 
IS forced on and the circulation kept up compare diasioi i [Gk systole, 
fr systellein to contract, fr syn- ' stellein to send - more at 'mail] - 
systolic Ai'stolik/ adj 

syzygy Aiziji/ n a configuration in whic h 3 celestial bcxiics (e g the sun, 
miKin. and earth) lie in a straight line (LL sy/ygia conjunction, fr Gk, 
fr sy/ygos yoked together, fr syn- . z\gon yoke - more at soKij 
syzygial Ai'/iji ^1/ adj 


T 

t /tee/ n, pi t\. ts olien cap (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 20th letter of the bnglish alphabet - to a T to perfection, 
exactly [short for to a tittle] 
t' definite article, NEng dial the 
't pron it 

ta /lah/ n. Br thanks - infml [baby talk] 

Taal /tahl/ n Afrikaans - usu ^ the [Afrik, fr D, language, akin to OE 
talu talk - more at iai r] 

'tab /lab/ n la a flap, loop, etc fixed to or projecting from sthg and used 
for gripping or suspending or to aid identification b a small auxiliary 
aerofoil hinged to a control surface (c g an aileron) 2 close surveillance, 
watch ^ usu pi with sing meaning (the police are keeping on him^ 
3 a tabulator 4 Br 'ta<i 2 5 chie/ly NAm a statement of money owed, 
a bill - tnfml (the company will pick up the > [perh akin to tag, (2, 5) 
partly short for 'table, (3) by shortening] 

’tab vt -bb- to provide or decorate with tabs 

tabard /'tabad/ n a short loosely fitting sleeveless or short-sleeved coat 
or cape- e g a an emblazoned tunic worn by a knight over his armour b 
a herald's official cape or coat emblazoned with his lord's arms c a 
straight-hanging sleeveless outer garment, esp one with slits at the sides 
for part or all of its length, worn by women [ME, fr OF tahart] 
Tabasco /t^baskoh/ trademark ~ used for a pungent condiment sauce 
made from hot peppers 

tabby /'labi/, 'tabby .cat n I a domestic cal with a usu buff and black 
striped and mottled coat 2 a female domestic cat [tabby, adj (stnped & 
mottled), fr tabby (striped silk taffeta), fr F tabis, fr ML attabi, fr Ar 
'attabh fr Ah'Attabiya, quarter in Baghdad where it was manufac- 
tured] 

tabernacle Aab 3 .nakl/ n I ofien cap a tent sanctuary used by the 
Israelites dunng the Exodus 2 a receptacle for the consecrated bread and 


wine used at Communion, often forming part of an altar 3 a support m 
which a mast is stepped and pivoted so that it can be lowered (e g lo 
negotiate a bridge) [ME, fr OF. fr LL tabernaculum, fr L, lent, dim of 
taberna hut -- more at i avi ks] tabernacular /.labD'nakyoola/ adj 
tabes /'taybeez/ n, pi tabes wasting accompanying a chronic disease [L 
- more at iiiaw] - tabetic /ta'betik/ adf or n 
tabes dorsalis Aiaw'sahlis/ n UKdMoinK mwia [NI.. dorsal 
tabes] 

tabla /'lahbb/ n a pair ol small hand drums of different sizes used esp 
in Indian classical music [Hindi tabla, fr Ar tabla] 
tablature /'tablacha/ n an instrumental notation indicating the string, 
fret, keys, or fingering to be used instead of the note to be sounded [ML, 

Ir ML tabulatus tablet, fr L tabula] 

'table /'taybl/ n la a piece of furniture consisting of a smooth flat slab 
(e g of w(VkI) fixed on legs b the fiKKl served at a meal, fare ^ keeps a gi^xJ 
^ / 2 either of the 2 leaves of a backgammon board or either half of a 
leaf 3 a systematic arrangement of data usu in rows and columns 4 the 
upper flat surface of a gem 5 sthg having a flat level surface [MF., fr OE 
tahule &. OF table, both fr I tabula board, tablet, list] - on the table chiefly 
Br under or put forward for discussion ^ so far the management have put 
nothing on the table) - under the table 1 into a stupor can dnnk you 
under the table) 2 not aboveboard 

table 2 vt 1 to enter in a table 2a Br to place on the agenda b NAm 
to remove from consideration indefinitely 

tableau /'tabloh/ n, pi tableaux also tableaus Z'tablohfz)/ 1 a graphic 
representation of a group or scene 2 a depiction of a scene usu presented 
on a stage by silent and motionless costumed participants (F, fr MF 
tahlel, dim of table, (2) short for tableau vnant, fr F. lit . living 
picture] 

'table.cloth /-.kloth/ n an often decorative cloth spread over a dining 
table befoie the places are set 

table d'hbte /,lahbb ‘doht/ n a meal often of several prearranged 
courses served to all guests at a stated hour and fixed pnee - compare a 
I A ( AR 1 1 [F, lit . host's table] 

tableland /'taybl, land/ n a broad level area elevated on all sides 
table linen n linen (e g tablecloths .ind napkins) lor the table 
‘table,mat /-,mat/ « a small often decorative mat placed under a hot dish 
to protect the surface of a table from heat 

table salt n fine-grained free-flowing salt suitable for use at the table and 
in cooking 

'table.spoon A.spoohn/ /t 1 a large sp<xjn used for set^mg 2 a 
lablespoonful 

'table, spoonful /-,sp(K>hnf(d)l/ n, p/jablespoonfuls also tablespoonsful 
as much IS a tablespoon can hold - i nit 

tablet /■• Ill/ n I a flat slab or plaque suitable for or beanng an 
inscnptioii 2a a compresscHi block of a solid material \j ~ of soap; b 
a small solid shaped muss or capsule of medicinal material [ME tablett, 
fr MF tablete, dim of table] 

table tennis n a game resembling lawn tennis that is played on a 
tabletop with bats and a small hollow plastic ball 
'table.ware /-.weo/ n utensils (e g glasses, dishes, plates, and cutlery) for 
table use 

table wine n an unfortified w'ine usu served with fcXKj 
tabloid /'tabloyd/ n a newspaper of which 2 pages make up I printing 
plate and which contains much photographic matter - compare broad- 
sHttf [fr Tabloid, a trademark for a concentrated form of drugs and 
chemicals] 

'taboo also tabu /talKKih/ adj la too sacred or evil to be touched, named, 
or used b set apart as unclean or accursexJ 2 forbidden, esp on grounds 
of morality, lradiii>^n, or scKial usage [Fongan tabu] 

’taboo also tabu n. pi taboos also tabus 1 a prohibition against touching, 
saying, or doing sthg for fear of harm from a supernatural force 2 a 
prohibition imposed by six'ial custom 
’taboo also tabu it 1 to set apart as taboo 2 to avoid or ban as taboo 
tabor also tabour /’tayba/ n a small drum with 1 head of soft calfskin used 
to accompany a pipe or fife played by the same person [ME. fr OF] 
tabular /tabyoola/ adi la having a broad flat surface b laminar c of 
a crystal having 2 parallel flat faces 2a of or arranged in a table b 
computed by means of a tabic [I, tabulans of boards, fr tabula board, 
tablet] - tabularly ads 

tabula rasa /.tabyoob 'rahsa/ n. pi tabulae rasac /.tabyot^li 'rahsi/ the 
mind conceived of as blank or empty before receiving outside impressions 
[L, smoothed or erased tablet] 

tabulate /'tabywiayt/ vt to arrange in tabular form [L tabula tablet] - 
tabulation /-'laysh(3)n/ n 
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tabulator /'tabyoojayta/ n 1 a business machine that sorts and selects 
information from marked or perforated cards 2 an attachment to a 
typewriter that is used for arranging data in columns [tabulate 
^ ’-or] 

tacamahac Aakama.hak/ n 1 any of several aromatic gum resins used 
esp for incense 2 balsam poplar [Sp tacamahaca, fr Nahuatl 
tecamaca] 

tacat Aayset/ - used in music to indicate that a particular instrument 
IS not to play dunng a movement or long section [L, lit , (it) is silent, fr 
tacere to be silent - more at tacit] 

tachism /■tashiz(a)m/ n, often cap action painting [F tachisme, fr 
tache stain, spot, blob, fr MF teche. tache, of Gmc origin, akin to OS tekan 
sign] - tachiat adj or n. often cap 

tachistoscope /t3'kista,skohp/ n an apparatus for bnefly exposing 
visual stmiuli that is used in the study of leaniing, attention, and 
perception [Gk tachistos (supcrl of tachys swifi) ♦ ISV -scope] - 
tachlstoacopic /-'skopik/ adj 

tachograph /'taka.grahf, -.graf/ n a device for automatically recording 
the speed and time of travel of a vehicle, esp a lorry [Gk tachos speed 
^ E -graph] 

tachometer /ta'komita/ n a device for indicating speed of rotation (e g 
of a vehicle engine) [Gk tachos speed 4 E -meter] 
tachy- comb form rapid, accelerated <tachycarJ/a> <tachy^raph>> [Gk. 
fr tachys] 

tachycardia /.taki'kahdi a/ n normal or abnormal rapid heart action - 
compare bradycardia [NL] 

tachygraphy /ta'kigrafi/ n shorthand, esp as used by the ancient 
Greeks and Romans and in medieval Greek and Latin wnting [Gk 
tachygraphos stenographer, fr tachy- + graphein to wnte - more at 
carve] - tachygraphic /.taki'grafik/ also tachygraphical adj 
tachymeter /ta'kimita/ n a surveying instrument for determining 
distance, beanngs, etc quickly [ISV] 

tacit /'tasit/ adj implied or understood but not actually expressed [F or 
L; F tacite, fr L tacttus silent, fr pp of tacere to be silent, akin to OHG 
dagen to be silent] - tacitly adv 

taciturn Aasi.tuhn/ adj not communicative or talkative [F or L. F 
taciturnc fr L tacitumus, fr rac/fus] - taciturnity /-'tuhnati/ n 
'tack /tak/ n 1 a small short sharp*pointed nail, usu wijh a broad flat head 
2 the lower forward comer of a fore-and-aft sail ship 3a the 
direction of a sailing vessel with respect to the direction of the wind 
(starboard with the wind to starboard) b the run of a sailing vessel 
on 1 tack c a change of course from one tack to another d a course of 
action (off on a new ^ ;> 4 a long loose straight stitch usu used to hold 
2 or more layers of fabne together temporarily 5 a sticky or adhesive 
quality 6 saddlery 2 [ME tak sthg that attaches, akin to MD tac sharp 
point] 

Hack vt la to fasten or attach with lacks b to sew with long loose stitches 
in order to join or hold in place temporarily before fine or machine .sewing 
2 to add as a supplement a postsenpt on a letter) 3 to change the 
course of (a close-hauled sailing vessel) from one lack to the other by 
turning the bow to windward ^ vi la to tack a sailing vessel b of a sailing 
vessel to undergo being tacked 2a to follow a rig/ag course b to change 
one’s policy or attitude abruptly - tacker n 
'tackip /takl/ n 1 a set of equipment used in a particular activity (fishing 
^ > 2a a ship’s rigging b an assembly of ropes and pulleys arranged to 
gain mechanical advantage for hoisting and pulling 3 an act of tackling 
[ME takel\ akin to MD takel ship’s ngging] 

’tackle vb tackling /'takling, 'takl ing/ vt 1 to attach or secure with or 
as if with tackle - often ^ up 2a to take hold of or grapple with, esp in 
an attempt to stop or restrain b(l) to (attempt to) take the ball from (uti 
opposing player) in hockey or soccer (2) to seize and pull down or stop 
(an opposing player with the ball) in rugby or American football 3 to set 
about dealing with < ^ the problem) ^ vi to tackle an opposing player ~ 
tackier n 

'tacky /'taki/ adj slightly sticky to the touch vamish) [Uack] - 

tackliieaa n 

’tacky adj, NAm shabby, shoddy - slang [tacky (an infenor horse or 
person), of unknown origin] - tackily adv, tackiness n 
tact /takt/ n a keen sense of how to handle people or affairs so as to avoid 
friction or giving offence [F, sense of touch, fr L tactus, fr tactus, pp of 
tangere to touch - more at 'tanoe?^] - tactful adj, tactfully adv, 
tactfUlaeas n, tactIcM adj, tactlessly adv, tactlessness n 
tactic /'taktik/ n 1 a method of employmg forces in combat 2 a device 
for achieving an end [NL tactica, fr Gk takiike, fr fern of taktikos] 
tactical /'taktikl/ adj la involving operations of local importance or 


bnef duration b of or designed for air attack in close support of fnendly 
ground forces 2a of small-scale actions serving a wider aim - compare 
SI RATEGic b charactenzed by adroit planning or manocuvnng to accom- 
plish an end - tactically adv 
tactician /tak'tish(9)n/ n sby skilled in tactics 
tactics /'taktiks/ n pi but sing or pi in constr la the science and art of 
disposing and manoeuvring forces in combat - compare strategy b the 
art or skill of employing available means to accomplish an end 2 a system 
or mode of procedure [NL tactica, pi, fr Gk taktika, fr neul pi of taktikos 
of order, of tactics, fit for arranging, fr tasscin to arrange, place in battle 
formation, akin to Lith patogus comfortable] 
tactile Aakticl/ adj of or perceptible by (the sense oO touch [F or L, F, 
fr L tactilis, fr tactus, pp of tangere to touch - more at 'iangeni] - 
tactilely adv, tactility /-'tibti/ n 

tactual /'takchooal, -chal/ adj tactile [L tactus sense of touch - moie at 
I act] - tactually adv 

tadpole /'tad.pohl/ n the larva of an amphibian, specify frog or toad 
larva with a rounded body, a long tail, and external gills -.JT i iff c yci r 
[ME taddepol, fr lode load t polle head - more at 'poi l] 
taenia /‘teenya, -ni-a/ n, pi taeniae /-ni,ee/, taenias 1 a hand of nervous 
tLssue or muscle 2 any of numerous tapeworms [L. fr Gk tainia-, akin to 
Gk teinein to stretch - more at thin] 

taffeta /'tafita/ n a ensp plain- woven lustrous fabric of vanous fibres 
used esp for women’s clothing [ME, fr MF taffetas, fr Olt talTetta, fr Turk 
tafia, fr Per taftah woven] 

taffrail /'taf.rayl, 'tafr-Yl/ n a rail round the stem of a ship [modif of D 
tafereel, fi MD. picture, fr OF tablel, dim of table] 
taffy /'tafi/ n, NAm a porous and light-coloured toffee [ongin 
unknown] 

Taffy n, Br a Welshman - chiefly derog [modif of W Dafydd David, a 
common Welsh forename] 

'tag /tag/ n 1 a loose hanging piece of lorn cloth 2 a rigid binding on an 
end of a shoelace 3 a piece of hanging or attached material, specif a flap 
on a garment that carries information (e g washing instructions) 4a a trite 
quotation used for rhetorical effect b a recurrent or characteristic verbal 
expression c a final speech or line (e g in a play) usu serving to clarify 
a point or create a dramatic effect S a marker of plastic, metal, etc used 
for identification or classification [ME tagge, prob of Scand ongin, akin 
to Sw tagg barb] 

’tag vb -gg- vt la to provide with an identifying matker b to label, brand 
(had him ^ged as a chauvinist from the start'^ 2 to attach, append 3 
LABEL 2 — li to follow closcly / ging along behind} 

’tag n a game in which one player chases others and Ines to make one of 
them It by touching him/her [origin unknown] 

*tag vt -gg- to touch (as if) m a game of tag 

Tagaiog /ta'gahbg/ n, pi TagaJogs, esp collectively Tagalog 1 a member 
of a people of central Luzon in the Philippines 2 an Austronesian 
language of the Tagalog people i anc.ua(»e 
tag day n, NAm fi ag da> 

tagetes /'lajiias/ n, pi tagetes the mangold [NL, genus name] 
tagliatelle /.talya'teh/ n pi narrow nbbons of egg-ennehed pasta [It, pi 
of tagliatella, denv of tagliare to cut, fr LL taliare - more at i ah or] 
tahini /tah'heeni/ n a thick oily paste made from sesame seeds [Ar 
tabina] 

Tahitian /tah'hecsh(a)n/ n 1 a naHye or inhabitant of Tahiti 2 the 
Polynesian language of the Tahitians i anguagl [Tahiti, island in 
the S Pacific] - Tahitian adj 
tahr /lah/ n a thar 

tahsiidar /tah’seeldah/ n a collector of revenues in India [Hindi tahsil- 
dar] 

Tai /tie/ n, pi Tal a member of a group of peoples of SE Asia 
taiga /'ticga/ n moist coniferous forest ^^t begin| where the tundra ends 
and IS dominated by spruces and firs PLAbiT [Russ tafga] 

'taii /tayl/ u 1 (an extension or prolongation oO the rear end of the body 
of an animal 2 sthg resembling an animal’s tail itt shape or position (the 
of a comet) Z pi a tailcoat, broadly formal evening dress for men 
including a tailcoat and a white bow tie 4 the latf , rear, or lower part of 
sthg 5 the reverse of a com - usu pi with sing, meaning <--s, you lose)-, 
compare head 3 6 sing or pi in constr the group of rebtively inexpert 
batsmen who bat towards the end of a side’s innings 7 the stabilizing 
assembly (e g fin, rudder, and tailplane) at the rear of an aircraft 8 sby 
who follows or keeps watch on sby > infml 9 the trail of a fugitive (had 
the police on her -)- infml 10a women as sexual objects - vulg b NAm 
the buttocks - slang [ME, fr OE ttegel-, akin to OHG zagal tail, OIr dual 
lock of hair] - tailed adj, taillesa adj, taillike adj 



997 


tak 


'tail vf 1 lu connect at an end or end to end 2a to remove the tail of (an 
animal) b to remove the stalk of (e g a gooseberry) - compare rot* lb 3 
to fasten an end of (a tile, brick, or limber) into a wall or other support 
4 to follow for purposes of surveillance ■ infml 1 to dimmish 
gradually in strength, volume, quantity, etc - usu < off or avi'ay 2 to 
follow closely 

*t8ll adj entailed (MF. taillc, fr AF tayle, fr OF' taillie, pp ol taiUitr to cut, 
limit - more at taii oh] 

*tall /I INI All 1 often in in tail 

'tail, back /-.bak/ n a long queue of motor vehicles, esp when caused by 
an obstruction that blocks the road 

'tail, board /-.bawd/ n a hinged or removable board or gate at the rear 
of a vehicle 

'tail, coat /-,kohl/ n a coat with tails, esp a man’s formal evening coat 
with 2 long tapering skirts at the back - tailcoated ad/ 
tail end n 1 the back or rear end 2 the concluding period 
'taii.ender /-.enda/ n a relatively inexpert batsman who bits towards the 
end of a side’s innings 
*'tail,gate /-.gayt/ n a tailboard 

'tailgate n to dnve dangerously close behind another vehicle 
tailing /'tayling/ n residue separated in the preparation of gram. ore. etc 
- usu pi with sing meaning 

'tailor /'tayb/, fern tailoress /.lay b' res, '--,-/ n sby whose occupation is 
making or altering esp men’s garments [MF' taiUour, fr OF' tailleur. fr 
taillier to cut, fr LI lalure. fr L taka twig, cutting, akin to Gk tchs 
fenugreek] 

'tailor v; to do the work ot a tailor ^ vt la to make or tashion <is the work 
of a tailor, spa if U) cut and stitch (a garment) so that it will hang and 
fit well b to make or adapt to suit a special need or purpose 2 to style 
with trim stra»^)ii Iuicn ai'd finished handwork 
tailored /'layl.xl/ ndj 1 made by a tailor 2 fashioned or fitted to resemble 
a tailor’s work, specif c\i\ so as to fit the figure well 
tailoring /'taylnrmg/ n 1 the business or iKcupation of a tailor 2 the 
work or woikmanship of a tailor 
.tailor-'made adj made or fitted for a particular use or purix>sc 
'tailpiece /-.pees/ n 1 a piece added at the end. an appendage 2 a 
triangular piece from which the strings ol a stringed instrument are 
stretched to the pegs 3 an ornament placed below the text on a page (e g 
at the end of a chapter) 

'tailpipe /-.picp/ n the pan of a jet engine that carries the exhaust gases 
rearwards and discharges them through an outlet 
'tailplane /-.playn/ n the hoiizontal stabili/ing surfaces of an aircraft's 
tail 

'tailapin /-.spin/ n simn 2 

'tail.stock /-.stok/ /I an adjustable part of a lathe that holds the fixed 
spindle 

tail wind n a wind having the same general direction as the course ot an 
aircraft or ship 

Taino /'ticnoh/ n (the language oO extinct Arawakan |>eople of the 
Antilles and Bahamas 

'taint /taynt/ v( 1 to touch or affect slightly with sthg bad (people - ed 
with prejudice^ 2 to affect with putrefaction, spoil 3 to contaminate 
morally, corrupt ^ vi to become afrcctc\l with putrefaction, sjtoiI [MF 
taintcn to colour & taynten to attaint, ME tainlcn, fr AF teinier, fr MF 
teint, pp of teindre, fr L tingere, ME taynten, fr MF ataint, pp of ataindre 
more at TiNt^r a rain] 

'taint n a contaminating mark or influence - taintless adj 
taipan /'tiepan/ n an extremely venomous snake of N Australia and the 
Pacific islands [native name m Australia] 

Taiping /lic'pmg/ n a supporter of a rebellion (1848-65) agai ' the 
Manchu dynasty [Chin (Pek) fai* pinff peaceful] 
taka /'lahka, 'tahkah/ n Bangladesh at nation ai nv [Bengali taka 
rupee, fr Skt tanka, a stamped com] 

takahe /'lahka,hec/ n a rare flightless New Zealand bird related to the 
rails [Maon] 

'take /tayk/ vb took /took/, taken /'laykan/ \t la to seize or capture 
physically <took 1 500 prisoners^ b to get possession of (e g fish or game) 
by killing or capturing c(l) to capture and remove from play <took my 
pawn) (2) to win in a card game ^ able to - 12 tncks with that hand} 
2 to grasp, grip <ttx>k his arm and led him across the road) 3a to catch 
or attack through a sudden effect < — n ilh b to surprise; come upon 
suddenly (her death look us by surpnsey c to attract, delight (was quite 
n with hiiny 4a to receive into one’s body, esp through the mouth 
medicine} b to eat or drink habitually (I don’t - milk in my tea} 5a 
to bring or receive into a relationship or connection < Mr Burton took us 


for French'/ '''took her as his wife/ b to copulate with (a passive partner) 
6a to acquire, borrow, or use without aulhonty or right <took someone's 
hat by mistake'/ b(l) to pay to have (e g by contract or subscription) ^ - 
a cottage for the summer; (2) to buy / the salesman persuaded him to 
the estate car) 7a to assume shape} <took the name of Phillips} b 
to perform or conduct (c g a lesson) as a duty, task, or job (Miss Jones 
Physics} c to commit oneself to a vow}(^ a decision} d to 
involve oneself m < ^ the trouble to learn Chinese} e to consider or adopt 
as a point of view / - a more lenient view) < ^ Shakespeare, now} f to 
claim as rightfully one’s own / the credit} (-^ the liberty of refusing) 

8 to obtain by competiiion /took third place) 9 to pick out, choose 
any tard) 10 to adopt or avail oneself of for use an oppohunity}- e g 
a to have recourse to as an instrument for doing sthg (^ a scythe to the 
weeds) b to use as a means of transport or progression a plane to 
Pans'; (^ the third turning on the nght) c(l) to turn to for safety or 
refuge <' - cover) (2) to proceed to occupy or hold < ^ a seat) ( ^ ofTice) 
d(l) to need, require <^s a long time to dry) ^ that some 
hehesing) ^-^sa size 9} (2) to govern (transitive verbs - an object) 11a 
to denve. draw <~s ns title from the name of the hero) b(l) to obtain 
or ascertain by testing, measuring, etc < his temperature) (2) to record 
in wnting, wRirr mwN 1 notes'> (3) to get or record by photography 
some slides) < ~ the children in their party clothes) (4) to get by 
transference from one surface to another (^ fmgerpnnts) 12 to receive 
or accept either willingly or reluctantly (^ a bnbe) a nsk) e g ■ to 
receive when bestowed or tendered (—a degree) b(l) to endure, undergo 
‘jook a terrible beating) (can’t — it any longer) (2) to support, 
withstand / won’t - my weight') (Jean ^ a lot of Mozart) c(l) to accept 
as true, believe ^ l(X>k her word for it}('^ it from me) (2) to follow < ^ 
my advice) (3) to respond to m a specified way ( ^ things as they 
come; <; ^ the news calmly) d to indulge m and enjoy / - one’s ease) ( 
a holiday) e to accept in payment, compensation, or recompense (they 
won’t — dollars; 13a to accommodate /(/lesu/fcase wouldn’t another 
thing'> b to be alTecled injuriously by (eg a disease) cold) 14« to 
apprehend, understand (slow to ~ his meaning) b to look upon, consider 
- It as settled; c to feel, expenence / ^ pleasure) 15a to lead, carry, 
or remove with one to another place her a cup of tea) b to require 
or cause to go (her ability will ^ her to the top; 16a to obtain by 
removing eggs from a nest) b to subtract <*-2 from 4} 17 to 
undertake and make, do, or perform (’^ a walk;(-^ legal action) (-^ 
one's revenge'y 18a to deal with the comments one at a time) b to 
consider or view in a specified relation <^n together, the details were 
significant) c to apply oneself to the study of or undergo examination in 
< - music Icssims) (^6 subjects at O l^vcf) d to succeed in passing or 
surmounnPi’ (the horse took the fence easily) 19 to cheat, swindle (was 

- n for 1 by a con man) 20 to remove by death - euph (was — n 
in his prinu ' ^ vi la to receive property in law b of a fish to receive a 
lure or bait 2a to have the natural or intended effect or reaction (did your 
vaccir ..tion ^ (glue that ^ s well on cloth) b to begin to grow; strike 
nvoi \ha\e the seeds ^ n yet'^ 3a to be adversely affected as specified 
/ look ilf) b to be capable of being moved in a specified way (the table 
~ s apart for packing) c to admit of being photographed 4 chiefly dial 

- used as an iiiiensificr or redundantly with a following verb <took and 
ducked her in the pond) [ME taken, fr OE tacan, fr ON taka, akin to 
MD taken «o lake] - taker n - take account of take into account - 
take action 1 to begin to act 2 to begin legal proceeding.s - take 
advantage of 1 to use to advantage, profit by 2 to impose upon, exploit 

- take after to resemble (an older relative) in appearance, character, or 
aptitudes - take against chiefly Br to take sides against, come to dislike 

- take apart 1 to viisassemble, dismantle 2 to analyse, dissect 3 to treat 
roughly or harshly - infml - take as read to accept as axiomatic - take 
a toss to fall off a horse - take care to be careful, exercise caution or 
prudence, be watchful - take care of to attend to or provide for the needs, 
operation, or treatment of - take charge to assume care, custody, 
command, or control - take effect I to become operative 2 to produce 
a result - take exception to object, demur <took exception to his critic’s 
remarks) ~ take five to take a bnef intermission > infml - take for to 
suppose, esp mistakenly, to be - take for a ride to deceive wilfully; 
hoixlwink - infml - take for granted 1 to assume as true. real, or certain 
to occur 2 to value too lightly - take frim to detract from (imtations 
that took from their general satisfaction) - take heart to gam courage 
or confidence ~ take hold 1 to grasp, gnp, seize 2 to become attached 
or established; take effect - take in good part to accept without 
offence - take in hand to embark on the control or reform of - take into 
account to make allowances for <took the boy’s age into account) > take 
into consideration take into account; specif to lake account of (addi- 
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tional offences admitted by a defendant) so that the sentence to be 
imposed will preclude any chance of subsequent prosecuuon (^Smith 
Msked for 21 other offences to be taken into consideration) - take Into 
one’s bead to conceive as a sudden notion or resolve - take in vain to use 
(a name) profanely or without proper respect - take it upon oneself to 
venture, presume - take offence to be offended - take on board Br to 
apprehend fully; grasp > infml - take one all one’s tine Br to be the 
utmost one can manage (jt takes me all my time to afford shoes for them 
alf) - take one’s leave to bid farewell - often + of - take one’s time to 
be leisurely about doing sthg - take part to join, participate, share - take 
place to happen; come about > take root 1 to become rooted 2 to 
become fix^ or established - take silk to become a Queen's or King's 
Counsel - take someone at his/her word to believe sby literally - take 
someone out of him-Zherself to provide sby with needful diversion - take 
someone to task to rebuke or scold sby ~ take stock 1 to make an 
inventory 2 to make an assessment - take the biscuit Br to be the most 
astonishing or preposterous thing heard of or seen, esp concerning a 
particular issue - infml - take the field 1 to go onto the playing field 2 
to enter on a mihtary campaign - take the floor 1 to nse (e g m a meeting) 
to make a formal address 2 to begin dancing - take the gilt off the 
gingerbread to take away the part that makes the whole attractive - take 
the law into one’s own hands to seek redress by force - take the mickey 
to behave disrespectfully; mock - infml - take the wind out of someone’s 
sails to frustrate sby by anticipating or forestalling hm/her - take the 
words out of someone’s mouth to utter the exact words about to be used 
by sby - take to 1 to betake oneself to, esp for refuge <take to the woods} 

1 to apply or devote oneself to (e g a practice, habit or occupation) <take 
to begging} 3 to adapt oneself to; respond to <takes to water like a duck} 
4 to conceive a liking or affectionate concern for - take to heart to be 
deeply affected by - take to one's heels to run away; flee - take to task 
to call to account for a shortcoming > take to the cleaners Br 1 to rob. 
defraud -infml 2 to cnticize harshly - infml - take turns, take it in turns 
to act by turns - what it takes the qualities or resources needed for success 
or for attainment of a goal 

’take n la the action of killing or catching sthg (e g game or fish) b the 
uninurrupted recording, filming, or televising of sthg (e g a gramophone 
record or film sequence); also the recording or scene produced 2a 
proceeds, takings b a share, cut (^wanted a bigger ^} c the number or 
quantity (e g of animals or fish) taken at 1 time 

takeaway /taykaiway/ n, Br la cooked meal that is eaten away from 
the premises from which it was bought <a Chinese for supper} 2 a shop 
or restaurant that sells takeaways 

taka back w to retract, withdraw 

taka down vt 1 to pull to pieces 2 write down 3 to lower without 
removing <took down his trousers} 

taka-homa pay n the part of gross salary or wages remaining after 
deductions (e g for income tax) 

taka in vt la to flirl b to make (a garment) smaller (e g by altenng the 
positions of the seams or making tucks) - compare let out 2 to offer 
accommodation or shelter to 3 to receive (paid work) into one’s house 
<take in washing} 4 to include <^the holiday took in Venice} S to perceive, 
understand 6 to deceive, tnck - infml 

takan /'taykan/ past part of take 

take,off /-,of/ n 1 an imitation; esp a caricature 2 an act of leaving or 
a rise from a surface (e g in making a jump, dive, or flight or in the 
launching of a rocket) 3 a starting point; a point at which one takes 
off 

taka off vt 1 to remove <take your shoes off} 2a to release <take the 
brake off) b to disconunue, withdraw <took off the morning traitf} c to 
deduct <took 10 per cent off) 3 to take or spend (a period of time) as a 
holiday, rest, etc 4 to mimic (jnannensms that her cntics delighted in 
taking off) -- w 1 to start off or away; set out <took off without delay} 

2 to begin a leap or spnng 3 to leave the surface; begin flight 

taka on vt la to agree to undertake <took on new responsibilities} b to 
contend with as an opponent <took on the neighbourhood bully} 2 to 
engage, hire 3 to assume or acquire (e g an appearance or quality) <r/re 
city takes on a carnival air} ^ vi to become emotional or distraught - 
infnil 

taka out >t la to extract <took the appendix out) b to give vent to - 
u$u on <take out their frustrations on one another} 2 to escort or 
accompany in public 3a to obtain officially or formally <takc out a 
warrant} b to acquire (insurance) by making the necessary payment 4 
to overcall (a bridge partner) in a different suit - take It out on to vent 
anger, vexation, or frustration on - take It ont of 1 take it out on 2 
to fatigue, exhaust 


'taka.ovar /-.ohva/ n the action or an act of taking over, esp an act of 
gaming control of a business company by buying a majority of the shares 
- takeniver adj 

take over vb to assume control or possession (oO or responsibility (for) 
(^military leaders took over the government} 

take up w 1 to remove by lifting or pulling up (_the council's taking the 
old tramlines up) 2 to receive internally or on the surface and hold 
(plants take up nutnents} 3a to begin to engage in or study <took up 
Greek} (when did he lake up sailing^ b to raise (a matter) for consider- 
ation <took her case up with a lawyer} 4 to occupy (c g space or time) 
entirely or exclusively (outside activities took up too much of his time} 
5 to shorten (e g a garment) (will have to take that dress up) 6 to respond 
favourably to a bet, challenge, or proposal made by (I'll take you up on 
that} 7 to begin again or take over from another (she look up the story 
where she left off} vi to begin again, resume - take up the cudgels to 
engage vigorously in a defence - take up with to begin to associate with, 
consort with 

taking Aayking/ adj attractive, captivating 
takings /'taykmgz/ n pi receipts, esp of money 
’tala /'tahb/ n any of the ancient traditional rhythmic patterns of Indian 
music [Skt tala, lit . hand-clapping] 

’tala n 13“ Western Samoa at nationality [Samoan, fr B dollar] 
talc /talk/ n 1 a soft usu greenish or greyish mineral consisting of a 
magnesium silicate 2 1 ai c um mwntR [MF talc mica, fr ML talk, fr Ar 
talq] - talcose /’talkohs/ adj 

'talcum .powder /'talkam/ n a powder for toilet use consisting of 
perfumed talc [ML talcum mica, alter of earlier talk] 
tale /tayl/ n 1 a senes of events or facts told or presented, an accourii 
2a a usu fictitious narrative, a story b a lie, a falsehood c a malicious 
report or piece of gossip [ME. fr OE talu, akin to ON tala talk, & prob 
to L dolus guile, deceit, Gk dolos] 

'tala.baarer /-.bears/ n a telltale, gossip talebearing adj or n 
talent /'tabnt/ n la any of several ancient units of weight b a unit of 
money equal to the value of a talent of gold or silver 2a a special often 
creative or artistic aptitude b general ability or intelligence 3 a person 
or people of talent in a field or activity 4 sing or pi in constr sexually 
attractive members of the opposite sex (sat eyeing up the local ^ - slang 
[ME, fr OE talente, fr L talenU, pi of talentum unit of weight or money, 
fr Gk talanton-, akin to L tollere to lift up - more at toilratf, (2-4) fr 
the parable of the talents in Mt 25.14-30] - talented adj, talentless adj 
'talent .scout n a person engaged in discovering and recruiting people 
with talent in a specialized field of activity 
'talent .show n a show consisting of a series of individual performances 
by amateurs who may be selected for training or professional engagements 
if talented 

taler /'tahb/ n any of numerous silver coins issued by various German 
states from the 15lh to the 19th c [G - more at doliar] 
talipes /’talipecz/ n clubfoot [NL, fr L talus ankle + pes fool - more 
at foot] 

talipot Aalipot/ n a tall showy palm.found esp in India, which has huge 
fan-shaped leaves used as umbrellas, fans, etc [Bengali talipot palm 
leaf] 

talisman /'talizman/ n, pi talismans 1 an engraved object believed to act 
as a charm 2 sthg believed to produce magical or miraculous effects [F 
talisman or Sp talisman or It talismano, fr Ar tilsam, fr MGk telesma, fr 
Gk, consecration, fr telein to initiate into the mysteries, complete, fr re/o$ 
end - more at wheel] - talismanic /-'manik/ adj talismanically adv 
’talk /tawk/ vt 1 to express in speech, utter nonsense} 2 to make the 
subject of conversation; discuss business} 3 to bnng to a specified 
state by talking, esp to persuade by talking ed them into agreeing} 4 
to use (a language) for conversing or communicating French} vi 
1 to express or exchange ideas verbally or by other means <^ed till 
daybreak} (they ^ed by using sign language} 2 to use speech, speak 3 
to imitate human speech (her budgie can ^} 4a to gossip ^ou know how 
people '^ ) b to reveal secret or confidential information <M'e have ways 
of making you ^) 5 to give a talk or lecture [ME talken\ akin to OE 
talu tale] - talker n - talk shop to talk about one's job, esp outside working 
hours - talk through one’s hat to voice irrational, or erroneous ideas, esp 
in attempting to appear knowledgeable - talk turkey chiefly NAm to 
speak frankly or bluntly 

’talk Ji 1 a verbal exchange of thoughts or opinions; a conversation 2 
meaningless speech; verbuge (it's all '^} 3 a formal discussion or 
exchange of views - often pi with sing, meaning 4 (the topic oO interested 
comment or gossip (the of the town} 5 an often informal address or 
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lecture 6 communicative sounds or signs functioning as talk 
(baby -> 

talkative /'tawkdtiv/ adj given to talking - Ulkattvely adv, talkative- 
ness n 

talk back w to answer impertinently 

talk down vt 1 to defeat or silence by argument or by loud talking 2 
to radio instructions to (a pilot) to enable him/her to land when condi- 
tions are difficult ^ w to speak in a condescending or oversimplified 
fashion to 

talkie /'tawki/ n a film with a synchronized sound track [talk ^ 
mov/e] 

talking picture /'tawking/ n a talkie 
talking point n a subject of conversation or argument 
talking shop n a place (e g a parliament) where matters are discussed, 
often with no useful outcome 
'talking-, to n a repnmand, scolding 

talk out vt to clanfy or settle by discussion itned to talk out their 
differences') 

talk over vt to review or consider in conversation 
talk show n chai show 

tall /tawl/ acf/ la of above average height — woman) trees) bof 
a specified height (5 feet — > 2 of a plant of a higher growing vanety or 
species 3 unreasonably difficult to perform <a ^ order) 4 highly 
exaggerated, incredible <a story) [ME. prob fr OE^efa*/ quick, ready, 
akin to OHG gtzal quick, OE talu tale] - tall adv. tallish adj, tall- 
ness n 

tallboy /'tawl,boy/ /i I a tall chest of drawers supported on a low legged 
base 2 a double chest of drawers usu with the upper section slightly 
smaller than the lower [tall + hoy] 

tallith /'talith, 'taf»L*b, -li\/ n. pi tallithim /.tahb'seem, -'teem, -'theem/, 
taleysim /talaysim/ a shawl with fringed corners traditionally worn over 
the head or shoulders by Jewish men during morning prayers [Heb tallith 
cover, cloak] 

tallow /'taloh/ n the solid white rendered fat of cattle and sheep used 
chiefly in soap, candles, and lubneants (ME taigh, takm, akin to MD 
talch tallow] - tallowy adj 

'tally /'tall/ /I 1 a device for visibly recording or accounting esp business 
transactions, specif a wooden rod notched with marks representing 
numbers and split lengthways through the notches so that each of 2 
parties may have a record of a transaction 2a a iccord or account (e g 
of Items or charges) <{keep a daily of accidents) b a record of the score 

(c g in a game) 3 a part or person that corresponds to an opposite or 
companion object or member, a counterpart [ME talye, fr ML talea, 
tallia, fr L talea twig, cutting - more at tailor] 

’tally vt la to mark (as if) on a tally, tabulate b to list or check off (e g 
a cargo) by items 2 to make a count of ^ vi la to make a tally (as lO 
by tabulating b to register a point in a contest 2 to correspond, match 
(their stones ^ ) 

tally-ho /.tall 'hoh/ n a call of a huntsman at the sight of a fox [prob fr 
F taiaut, a cry used to urge hounds in deer hunting] 
tallyman /'laliman/ n 1 one who checks or keeps an account or record 
(e g of receipt of goods) 2 Br one who sells goods on credit, also one who 
calls to collect hire purchase payments 
Talmud /'talmood, 'tahl-/ n the authontative body of Jewish tradition 
compnsing the Mishnah and Gemara [LHcb talmudh, lit . instruction] 
- tfllmudic /-'moohdik, -'moodik, -'mudik/ also talmudical adj, ofien cap, 
Ulmudiam n. often cap 

Talmudist /‘lalmoodist, 'tahl-/ n a specialist in talmudic studies 
talon /'talan/ n a claw of an animal, esp a bird of prey [ME. fr MF, heel, 
spur, fr (assumed) VL talon-, talo, fr L talus ankle, anklebone] - Uloned 
adj 

'talus /taybs/ n a slope; esp one of rock debns at the base of a clifT [F.‘ 
fr L talutium slope indicating presence of gold under the soil] 

’talus n, pi tali /-lie/ 1 the astragalus of a vertebrate, esp a human being, 
the anklebone 2 the ankle joint formed from the talus, tibia, and fibula 
[NL. fr L] 

tamandua /.taman'dooa, ta'mandoo a/ n a tree-dwelling anteater of 
central and S Amenca [Pg tamandua, fr Tupi] 
tamarack Aamarak/ n (the woodoO any of several N Amencan larches 
[origin unknown] 

tamarin Aamarin/ n any of numerous small long-tailed S Amencan 
marmosets with silky fur [F, fr Gaiibi] 

tamarind /'tamarind/ n (a tropical leguminous tree with) a fruit with an 
acid pulp used for preserves or in a cooling laxative dnnk [Sp & Pg 
tamanndo, fr Ar tamr hindi, lit , Indian date] 


tamarisk /'tamansk/ n any of a genus of chiefly tropical or Mediter- 
ranean shrubs and trees having tiny narrow leaves and masses of minute 
flowers [ME tamarisc, fr LL lamanscus, fr L tamanc-, tamanx] 
tambala /tahm'bahb/ n, pi tambsla, Uunbalas Malawi at nation- 
AiiiY [native name in Malawi, lit., cockerel] 

'tambour /'lambooa/ n 1 'drum 1 2 (embroidery made on) a frame 
consisting of a set of 2 interlocking hoops between which cloth is stretched 
before stitching 3 a rolling top or front (e g of a rolltop desk) consisting 
of narrow stnps of wood glued on canvas [F, drum, fr Ar fanbur, modtf 
of Per tabir] 

’tambour vt to embroider (e g cloth) using a tambour - timbouFer n 
tamboura, tambura /tam'booara/ n an Asian stnnged musical instru- 
ment used to produce a drone accompaniment to singing* [Per fam- 
hura] 

tambourine /.tamba'reen/ n a shallow one-headed drum with loose 
metallic discs at the sides that is held in the hand and played by shaking, 
striking with the hand, or rubbing with the thumb (MF tambourin, dim 
of tambour] 

'tame /taym/ ndj 1 changed from a state of native wildness, esp so as to 
be trainable and useful to human beings 2 made docile and submissive 
3 lacking spint, zest, or interest [ME. fr OE tarn, akin to OHG zam tame, 
L domare to tame, Gk damnanai] - tamely adv, tameness n 
’tame vt la to make tame, domesticate b to subject to cultivation 2 to 
deprive of spirit, subdue - tamable, tameable adj, tamer n 
Tamil /'tamil/ n 1 a language of S India and Sn Lanka ^3^ language 
2 a Tamil-speakmg person 
tamis /tami, 'tamis/ n a cloth sieve [F] 

Tammany /‘lamsni/ adj, chielly NAm of or constituting a group 
exercising municipal political power by corruption and autocratic control 
[Tammany Hall, headquarters of the Tammany Society, political organi- 
zation in New York City, L'SA] - Tammanyism n 
tammy /'tami/ n a tam-o’-shanter [by shortening &. alter] 
tam-o'-shanter /.tarn a 'shanu/ n a round flat woollen or cloth cap of 
Scottish ongin, with a tight headband, a full crown, and usu a pom-pom 
on lop GARMENT [7am o’Shanter, hero of the poem of that name 
by Robert Burns tl796 Sc poet] 

tamp /lamp/ vt 1 to fill up (a dnil hole above a blasting charge) with 
material (e g clay) to confine the force of the explosion 2 to dnve in or 
down by a succession of light or medium blows - often down [prob 
back-formation fr obs tampion, tampin (plug), fr ME, fr MF tapon, 
tampon, fr (assumed) OF taper to plug, of Gmc ongin, akin to OE taeppa 
tap] - tamper n 

tamper /'tampa/ vi 1 to carry on underhand or improper negotiations 
(e g by bnbery) 2 to interfere or meddle without permission (the car lock 
had been -ed with) USE usu + with [prob fr MF temprer to temper, 
mix, meddle - more at ilmpfr] tamperer n, tamperproof /-.proohf/ 
adj 

tampion /’tampi-an/ n a plug or cover for the muz/le of a gun [obs 
tampion, tampin (plug)] 

tampon /'tampon/ vt or n (to plug with) an absorbent plug put into a 
cavity (e g the vagina) to absorb secretions, arrest bleeding, etc [n F, lit., 
plug - more at tamp, vb fr n] 
tam-tam /'tarn .tarn/ n a gong [Hindi tamtam] 

'tan /tan/ vb -nn- vf 1 to convert (hide) into leather, esp by treatment with 
an infusion of tannin-rich bark 2 to make (skin) tan-coloured, esp by 
exposure to the sun 3 to thrash, beat - infml ^ vi to get or become tanned 
[ME tannen, fr MF tanner, fr ML tannare, fr tanum, tannum tanbark] - 
ran someone's hide or tan the hide off someone to beat sby severely, 
THRASH 2a -infml 

’tan n 1 a brown colour given to the skin by exposure to sun or wind 2 
(a) light yellowish brown (F, tanbark, fr OF, fr ML tanum] - tanaish 
adj 

*tan adj of the colour tan 

tanager /'tavxap/ n any of numerous chiefly woodland Amencan birds 
of which the males arc bnghtly coloured [NL tanagra, fr Pg tangara, fr 
Tupi] 

tanbark /'tan,bahk/ n a bark (e g of an oak) nch in tannin, bruised or 
cut into small pieces, and used in tanning 
'tandem /'tandam/ n 1 (a 2-seat carnage drawn by) horses harnessed one 
before the other 2 a bicycle or tncycle having 2 or more seats one behind 
the other [L. at last, at length (taken to mean 'lengthwise'), fr tarn so; akin 
to OE thset that] - in tandem 1 in a tandem arrangement 2 in partnership 
or conjunction 

’tandem ad\ one behind the other (nde ^ ) 
tandoori /tan'dawn/ n (meat cooked, usu on a long spit, by) a N Indian 
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method of cooking using a large clay oven [Hindi tandun, fr tandur oven, 
fr Ar tannur, fr Aram tannura, fr Akkadian finuru] 

'tang /tang/ n 1 a projecting shank or tongue (e g on a knife, file, or 
sword) that connects with and is enclosed by a handle 2a a sharp 
distinctive flavour b a pungent or distinctive smell 3 a faint suggestion, 
a trace [ME, of Scand origin, akin to ON rang; point of land, tang] - 
tanged adj, tangy adj 

*tang n any of various large coarse seaweeds [of Scand ongin, akin to Dan 
& Norw tang seaweed] 

Tang n a Chinese dynasty (ad 61 8 to 907) under which pnnting developed 
and poetry and art flounshed [Chiil (Pek) r'ang^] 
tangelo /'tanjiloh/ n. pi tangelos (the fruit oO a cross between a tangerine 
or mandann orange tree and a grapefruit tree [blend of tangerine and 
pomelo (grapefruit, deriv of D pompeJmoes shaddock)] 

'tangent /'tangant/ adj 1 touching a curve or surface at only 1 point 
(straight line to a curve) 2 having a common tangent at a point 
curves') [L tangent-, tangens, prp of tangere to touch, akin to OE thaccian 
to touch gently, stroke] 

^tangent n 1 the tngonometnc function that for an acute angle in a 
right-angled triangle is the ratio between the shorter sides opposite and 
adjacent to the angle 2 a straight line tangent to a curve 3 an upright 
flat-ended metal pm at the inner end of a clavichord key that stnkes the 
stnng to produce the note USEilA2) mathematics [NL tangent-, 
tangens, fr linea tangens tangent line] - fly/go off at/on a tangent to 
change suddenly from one subject, course of action, etc. to another 
tangential /tan'jenshfa)!/ adj 1 of (the nature oO a tangent 2 acting 
along or lying in a tangent forces) 3a divergent, digressive b 
incidental, penpheral - tangentially adv 

tangerine /tanja'reen/ n 1 (a tree that produces) any of vanous 
mandann oranges with deep orange skin and pulp, broadly mandarin 3 
2 (a) bnght reddish orange [F Tanger Tangier, city & port in 
Morocco] 

tangible /tanjabl/ adj la capable of being perceived, esp by the sense 
of touch b substantially real, matenal 2 capable ofbeing appraised at an 
actual or approKimate value < assets) [LL tangihihs, fr I, tangere to 
touch] tangibleness n, tangibly adv, tangibility /•'bibti/ n 
'tangle /'tang gi/ vb tangling /‘tang gling, 'tang gl ing/ vt 1 to involve so 
as to be trapped or hampered 2 to bnng together or intertwine in 
disordered confusion ^ v/ 1 to become tangled 2 to engage in conflict or 
argument - usu with-, infml [ME tangilen, prob of Scand origin, akin 
to Sw dial taggla to tangle] 

’tangle n 1 a confused twisted mass 2 a complicated or confused 
state 

tango /tang goh/ n, pi tangos (the music for) a ballroom dance of 
l^itin-Amencan ongin m \ time, charactenzed by long pauses and 
stylized body positions [AmerSp] - tango vj 
Tango - a communications code word for the letter t 
tangram Aang gram, -,gram/ n a Chinese puzzle made by cutting a 
square into S tnangles, a square, and a rhomboid which can be recom- 
bined in many different figures [perh fr Chin (Pek) t’ang^ Chinese f E 
’gram] 

'tank /tangk/ n 1 a large receptacle for holding, transporting, or stonng 
liquids or gas 2 an enclosed heavily armed and armoured combat vehicle 
that moves on caterpillar tracks [Pg tanque, alter, of estanque, fr estancar 
to stanch, fr (assumed) VL stanticare - more at stanch] - tankful n 
’tank vt to place, store, or treat in a tank 

tanka Aangka/ n (a poem in) an unrhymed Japanese verse form of 5 lines 
containing S, 7, S, 7, and 7 syllables respectively - compare haiki> 
[Jap] 

tankage /'tangkij/ n 1 the capacity or contents of a tank 2 (fees charged 
for) storage in tanks 

tankard /'tangkad/ n a tall one-handled drinking vessel; esp a silver or 
pewter mug with a lid [ME] 

.tanked-'up adj drunk. 1 - infml 

tank engine n a steam locomotive that carnes its own water and coal 
and does not have a tender 

tanker /tangka/ n a ship, aircraft, or road or rail vehicle designed to 
carry fluid, esp liquid, in bulk (e g an aircraft used for transporting fuel 
and usu capable of refuelling other aircraft in flight) 
tank .top n a sleeveless pullover with a U-shaped neckline, usu worn over 
a shirt or jumper 

tanner /tana/ n, Br a com worth 6 old pence - infml [ongin 
unknown] 

tannery /’lanan/ n a place where tanning is carried out 


tannic /'tanik/ adj of, resembling, or derived from tan or a tannin [F 
tanniqae, fr tannin] 

.tannic 'acid n tannin 

tannin /'tanm/ n any of various soluble astringent complex phenolic 
substances of plant ongin used esp in tanning, dyeing, and making ink [F, 
fr tanner to tan] 

tanning /'tanmg/ n a beating, thrashing - infml ['tan > ‘-ind] 
Tannoy /'tanoy/ trademark - used for a loudspeaker apparatus that 
broadcasts to the public, esp throughout a large building 
tansy /'tanzi/ n an aromatic composite plant with finely divided leaves 
that IS a common weed [ME tanesey. fr OF tanesie, fr Ml. athanasia, fr 
Gk, immortality, fr athanatos immortal, fr a- » thanatos death - more 
at thanaios] 

tantalite /'tanta.liet/ n a heavy dark lustrous mineral consisting mainly 
of iron and tantalum oxide [Sw lantalit, fr NL tantalum] 
tantal ize, -ise /'tant^lic// vi to tease or frustrate by presenting sthg 
desirable that is just out of reach [Tantalus, mythical King of Phrygia 
condemned in Hades to stand up to his chin in water that receded 
whenever he stooped to drink and under branches of fruit that receded 
whenever he tned to eat, fr L, fr Gk Tantahs] - tantalizer n, tantalizing 
adj 

tantalum /'tantabt^ n a hard acid-resistant metallic element of the 
vanadium family periodic table [NL, fr L Tantalus, fr its 

inability to absorb acid] 

tantamount /'tanta.mownt/ adj equivalent in value, significance, or 
effect to fobs tantamount, n (equivalent), fr AL tanf amunter to amount 
to as much] 

tantara /'tantara, tan'tahra/ n the blare of a trumpet or horn [I 
taratantara, of imit origin] 

tantra /'tantra, 'tuntra/ n, often cap 1 any of a body of later Hindu and 
Buddhist scriptures marked by mysticism and magic 2 the dix'tnne and 
cult denving from the tantras, including the practice of Shaktism [Ski, 
lit , warp, fr tanoti he stretches, weaves, akin to Gk tcmcin to stretch 
more at I'HIn] -- tantric adj, often cap, Tantrism n, Tantrist n 
tantrum /’tantram/ n a fit of childish bad temper [origin unknown] 
tanyard /'tanyahd/ n the part of u tannery which houses tanntng 
vats 

Tao /tow/ n 1 the pnnciple of creative harmony which the Taoists believe 
orders the universe 2 often not cap the patlig^f virtuous conduct of 
Confucian doctnne [Chin (Pek) tao*, lit., way] 

Taoism /’towiz(.‘>)m/ n a Chinese philosophy traditionally founded by 
Lao-tzu in the 6lh c nc that teaches action in confoimity with nature 
rather than stnving against it, also a religion developed from this philos- 
ophy together with folk and Buddhist religion and concerned with 
obtaining long life and good fortune often by magical means [Tao] - 
Taoist adj or n, Taoistic /-’istik/ adj 
'tap /tap/ n la a plug designed to fit an opening, esp in a barrel b a device 
consisting of a spout and valve attached to a pipe, bowl, etc to control the 
flow of a fluid 2 a removal of fluid from a body cavity 3 a t(X)l for forming 
an internal screw thread 4 the act or an instanc.e of tapping a telephone, 
telegraph, etc, also an electronic listening device used to do this 5 a small 
piece of metal attached to the sole or heel of tap-dancing shoes [ME 
tappe, fr OE taeppa, akin to OHG zapho lap] - on tap 1 of beer on draught 
2 readily available 

’tap vt -pp- 1 to let out or cause to flow by piercing or by drawing a plug 
from the containing vessel 2a to pierce so as to let out or draw off a fluid 
(eg from a body cavity) b to draw from or upon <-^ new sources of 
revenue) c to connect an electronic listening device to (e g a telegraph or 
telephone wire), esp in order to acquire secret information 3 to form an 
internal screw thread in (e g a nut) by means of a special tool 4 to get 
money from as a loan or gift - infml - tapper n 
’tap vb -pp- vt la to strike lightly, esp with a slight sound b to produce 
' by sinking in this manner - often e out (^ped out a tune) 2 to give a 
light blow with a pencil on the table) vi to stnke a light audible 
blow; rap [ME tappen, fr MF taper to stnke with the flat of the hand, 
of Gmc origin; akin to MHG tape paw, blow dealt with the paw] - 
tapper n 

^ap n 1 (the sound oO a light blow 2 any of several usu rapid drumbeats 
on a snare drum 

tapa /'tahpa/ n the bark of the paper mulberry [Marquesan & Tahi- 
tian] 

'tap .danca n a step dance tapped out audibly by means of shoes with 
hard soles or soles and heels to which laps have b^n added - tap-dance 
VI, tap dancer n, tap dancing n 

'tape /tayp/ n 1 a narrow band of woven fabne 2 the string stretched 
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above the finishing line of a race 3 a narrow flexible sinp or band, esp 
MAoNi rit lAPr. 4 a tape recording [ME, fr OE txppe] 

’tape vM to fasten, tic. or bind with tape 2 to record on tape, esp magnetic 
tape < ~ an interview') ~ w to record sthg on esp magnetic tape - have 
someone/something taped to have fully understood or learnt how to deal 
with sby or sthg - infml 

'tape .deck n a mechanism or self-contained unit that causes magnetic 
tape to move past the heads of a magnetic recording device in order to 
generate electrical signals or to make a recording 
'tape .measure n a narrow strip (e g of a limp cloth or steel tape) 
marked ofT m units (e g inches or centimetres) for measuring 
'taper /'taypa/ n la a slender candle b a long waxed wick used esp for 
lighting candles, fires, etc 2 gradual diminution of thickness, diameter, 
or width [ME, fr OE tapar. taper] 

’taper vi l to decrease gradually in thickness, diameter, or width towards 
one end 2 to dimmish gradually {his voice ^ ed off) ~ vt to cause to 
taper 

'tape-re, cord /n.kawd/ vt to make a tape recording of [back-formation 
fr tape recording] 

tape recorder n a device fur recording signals, esp sounds, on magnetic 
tape and for subsequently reprcxlucing them 
tape recording n (a) recording on magnetic tape 
tapestry /'tapastn/ n 1 a heavy handwoven textile used for hangings, 
curtains, and upholstery, characterized by complicated pictorial designs 
2 a machine-made imitation of tapestry used chiefly for upholstery [ME 
tapisiry, modif of MF tapisseric, fr tnpisscr to carpet, cover with tapestry, 
fr OF rapis carpet, fr Uk tapes rug, carpet] - tapestried /-stnd/ adf 
tapeworm /'tayp.wuhm/ n any of numerous cestode worms, which 
when adult are parasitic in the intestine of human beings or other 
vertebrates [‘"i its\>iuqH:] 

tapioca /.tapi'ohka/ n (a milk pudding made with) a usu granular 
preparation of cassava starch used esp m puddings and as a thickening in 
liquid food [Sp & Pg, fr Fupi typyika] 
tapir /'taypa/ n, pi tapirs, esp collectively tapir any of several large chiefly 
niKturnal h(X)fed mammals with long snouts found in tropical America 
and Asia that are related to the horses and rhinoceroses (Tupi 
tapiira] 

tappet /'tapil/ n a lever or projection moved by or moving some other 
piece (e g a cam) [irrcg fr 'tap] 
taproom /'iap.ro<ihm, -rtxim/ n a barrcKim 

'tap, root /-.rooht/ n a mam root of a plant that grows vertically 
downwards and gives off small side roots ['tap] 
taps /taps/ n pi but sing or pi in constr, chiefly NAtn the last bugle call 
at night, blown as a signal that lights are to be put out, also a similar call 
blown at military funerals and memorial services [prob alter of earlier 
raptoo tatto() more at 'ta it(xi] 
tapster /'tapsta/ n sby employed to serve dnnks in a bar 
tapu /'tahpooh, -'■/ n or adj, NZ (a) taboo [Maori] 

'tar /tah/ /i la a dark bituminous usu strong-smelling viscous liquid 
obtained by heating and distilling wixxi, coal, peat, etc b a residue present 
m smoke from burning tobacco that contains resins, acids, phenols, etc 
2 a sailor - mfml [ME terr, tarr, fr OE teoru, akm to OE treon tree - 
more at fru-. (2) short for tarpaulin] 

*tar vt -rr- to smear with tar - tar and feather to smear (a person) with 
tar and cover with feathers as a punishment or humiliation - tarred with 
the aatne brush having the same faults 

taramasalata /.taramasa'Iahu/ n a pinkish paste made from fish roe 
(c g grey mullet or smoked cod), olive oil. and seasoning, usu eaten as a 
starter [NGk taramosalata] 

tarantella /.taran'tcb/ n (music suitable for) a vivacious fol’s .lance of 
southern Italy in time [It, fr Taranto, city & port m Italy] 
tarantism /'tar,->n,tiz( 3 )m/ n a nervous disease causing dancelike body 
movements which was prevalent in medieval Italy and popularly attribu- 
ted to the bite of the tarantula [NL tarantismus, fr Taranto] 
tarantula /la'ranchoob/ n. pi tarantulas also tarantulae /-h/ 1 a 
European wolf spider formerly held to be the cause of tarantism 2 any 
of vanous large hairy spiders that can bite sharply but are not significantly 
poisonous to human beings [Ml . fr Olt tarantola, fr Taranto] 
tarboosh also tarbush /tah'boohsh/ n a usu red hat similar to the fez 
worn esp by Muslim men [Ar tarbush] 

tardigrada /'tahdi.grayd/ n or adj (any) of a division of microscopic 
arthropods that live usu in water or damp moss [dcriv of L tardigradus 
slow-moving, fr tardus slow + gradi to step, go - more at grade] 
tardy /'tahdi/ adj 1 moving or progressing slowly; sluggish 2 delayed 


beyond the expected time, late [alter of earlier tardif, fr MF, fr (assumed) 
VL tardivus, fr L tardus] ~ tardily adv, tardiness n 
'tare /tea/ /} 1 any of several vetches 2 p/ a weed found in cornfields which 
IS usu held to be darnel - used in the Bible [ME] 

’tare n la the weight of the wrapping material or container in which g(xxls 
are packed b a deduction from the gross weight of a substance and its 
container made in allowance for the weight of the container 2 the weight 
of an unloaded goods vehicle 3 a container used as a counterweight in 
calculating the net weight of goods [ME, fr MF, fr Olt tara, fr Ar tarha, 
lit , that which is removed] 

’tare vt to weigh in order to determine the tare 
target /'tahgit/ /i 1 a small round shield 2a an object to fire at in practice 
or competition, esp one consisting of a series of concentric circles with a 
bull’s-eye at the centre b sthg (e g an aircraft or installation) fired at or 
attacked 3a an object of ndicule. criticism, etc b a goal, objective 4 a 
body, surface, or maienal bombarded with nuclear particles or electrons, 
esp to produce X rays [ME, fr MF targette, dim of targe light shield, of 
Gmc origin, akin to ON targa shield] 
target practice n the act of shooting at a target to improve one’s 
aim 

'tariff /'tarif/ /i 1 a duty or schedule of duties imposed by a government 
on imported or in some countries exported goods 2 a schedule of rates 
or prices [It tanflfa, fr Ar ra'r;/' notification] 

’tariff V/ lo subject to a tariff 

tarlatan /'tahlatan/ n a sheer cotton fabnc in open plain weave usu 
heavily sized for stiffness [F tarlatane] 

'tarmac /'tahmak/ n 1 tarmacadam 2 a runway, apron, or road made 
of tarmac 

’tarmac vt to apply tarmac to 

tarmacadam /.tahma'kadam/ n a mixture of tar and aggregates used 
for surfacing roads 

tarn /lahn/ n a small mountain lake -3^ ghxjRaphv (ME tame, of 
Scand ongin, akin to ON tjom small lake, akin to OE reran to tear] 
'tarnish /'tahnish/ vt 1 to dull the lustre of (as lO by dirt, air, etc 2s to 
mar, spoil b to bring discredit on ^ vi to become tarnished [MF temiss-, 
stem of .ern/r] - Urnishable adj 

’tarnish n a film of chemically altered matcnal on the surface of a metal 
(e g silver) 

taro /'tahroh/ n. pi taros (the edible starchy tuberous rootstock of) a 
tropical plant of the arum family [Tahitian & Maon] 
tarot /'taroh/ n any of a set of 78 pictonal playing cards, including 22 
trumps, used esp for fortune-telling [MF, fr It tarocchi (pi)] 
tarpan /'lahpan/ n an extinct wild brown horse of Central Asia 
[Russj 

tarpaulin /tah'pawlin/ n (a piece oO heavy waterproof usu tarred canvas 
matenai used for protecting objects or ground exposed to the elements 
[prob fr 'tar + ^palling, -paulmg (fr pall)] 

tamgon /'taragan/ n (a small Europiean wormwood with) pungent 
aromatic leaves used as a flavounng (e g in chicken dishes and vinegar) 
[MF targon, fr ML tarchon, fr Ar tarkhun] 

tarry /'tan/ v/ 1 to delay or be slow in acting or doing 2 to stay in or 
at a place [ME tanen] 

tarteal /'tahseel/ n, NZ tarmac - tarsealed adj 
tarsia /'tahsi a/ n intarsia [It, fr Ar rars/] 

tarsier /'tahsi a/ n any of several small nocturnal tree-dwelling E Indian 
mammals related to the lemurs [F, fr tarse tarsus, fr NL farsus] 
tarsomatataraus /.tahsoh.meta'tahsis/ n (the limb segment supported 
by) the large compound bone of the tarsus of a bird [NL, fr farms 4 -o- 
4 metatarsus] 

tarsus /'tahsas/ n, pi tarsi /-sie/ 1 (the small bones that support) the 
back part of the foot of a vertebrate that includes the ankle and heel 
anatomy 2 the part of the limb of an arthropod furthest from the body 
ANAiuMY 3 the plate of dense connective tissue that stiffens the 
eyelid [NL. fr Gk tarsos wickerwork mat, flat of the foot, ankle, edge of 
the eyelid, akin to Gk tersesthai lo become dry - more at thirst] - tarsal 
adj or n 

'tart /taht/ adj 1 agreeably sharp or acid to the taste 2 caustic, cutting 
<a lejoindery [ME, fr OE teart sharp, severe, akin to MHG traz spite] 

- tartish adj, tartishly adv, tartly adv, tartness n 

’tart n 1 a pastry shell or shallow pie containing a usu sweet filling (e g 
jam or fruit) 2 a prostitute; broadly a sexually promiscuous girl or woman 

- mfml [ME tarte, fr MF] - tarty adj, tartiness n, tartlet n 
tartan /'taht(a)n/ n (a usu twilled woollen fabnc with) a plaid textile 

design of Scottish origin consisting of checks of varymg width and colour 
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utu patterned to designate a distinctive clan [prob fr MF tiretMine 
Knsey-woolsey] 

'‘tartar /'tahta/ n 1 a substance consisting essentially of cream of tartar 
that IS derived from the juice of grapes and deposited in wine casks as a 
reddish crust or sediment 2 an incrustation on the teeth consisting esp 
of calcium salts - compare plaque (ME, fr ML Utrtarum] 

’tartar n 1 cap, NAm chiefly Tatar a member of a group of people found 
mainly in the Tartar Republic of the USSR, the north Caucasus. Cnmea, 
and parts of Siberia 2 cap, NAm chiefly Tatar the language of the Tartars 
3 an irritable, formidable, or exacting person (ME Tertre, fr MF Tartare, 
prob fr ML Tartarus, modif of Per Tatar, of Turkic ongin; akin to Turk 
Tatai] > Tartar adj, Tartarian /tah'tan-an. -'tean-an/ adj 
tartar emetic n a complex tartrate of antimony and potassium used m 
dyeing as a mordant and m medicine, esp in the treatment of schistosomia- 
sis 

tartaric acid /tahlarik/ n a strong carboxylic aad from plants that is 
usu obtained from tartar, and is used esp in food and medicines 
tartar sauce Aahta/, tartare uuce /'^, 'tah,tah/ n mayonnaise with 
chopped pickles, olives, capers, and parsley (F sauce tartare] 
tart up vt, chiefly Br to dress up, esp cheaply or gaudily - infml 
Tarzan /'tahz(d)n. 'tahzan/ n a strong, well-built, and agile man [Tarzan, 
hero of adventure stones by Edgar Rice Burroughs tl^SO US author] 
taeh /tash/ n, Br a moustache - infml (by shortening ft alter.) 
task /tahsk/ n 1 an assigned piece of work, a duty 2 sthg hard or 
unpleasant that has to be done; a chore (ME taske, fr ONF tasque, fr ML 
tasca tax or service imposed by a feudal superior, fr taxare to tax] 
task .force n a temporary grouping under 1 leader for the purpose of 
accomplishing a definite objective 

Taek.master /-.mahsta/ n one who a.ssigns tasks <a hard ^ > 
Taamanian devil /taz'maynyan, -ni-an/ n a powerful flesh-eating 
burrowing Tasmanian marsupial that is about the size of a badger and has 
a black coat marked with white [Tasmarua, island off SE Australia] 
Teemenian wolf n a flesh-eating Tasmanian marsupial that somewhat 
resembles a dog 

*teeeel /"tasl/ n 1 a dangling ornament (e g for a curtain or bedspread) 
consisting of a bunch of cords or threads usu of even length fastened at 
1 end 2 the tassel-like flower clusters of some plants, esp maize (ME, 
clasp, tassel, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL tasseJlus, fr L taxiJIus small die, akin 
to L talus anklebone, die] 

’tassel vb -11- (NAm -L, -U-), taaaclling /"tasl-ing/ vt to decorate with 
tassels KT to form tassel flower clusters 
'taste /tayst/ W 1 to expenence, undergo (^has >*6 defeat} 2 to test the 
flavour of by taking a little into the mouth 3 to eat or drink, esp in small 
quantities <r/ie first food she has in 2 days} 4 to perceive or recognize 
(as if) by the sense of taste (could the salt on hJs hps} ^ ki 1 to test 
the flavour of sthg by taking a little into the mouth 2 to have perception, 
experience, or enjoyment - usu * of Z to have a specified flavour - often 
+ of (the milk -- s sour} (this drink ^sof aniseed} (ME fasten to touch, 
test, taste, fr OF taster, fr (assumed) VL taxitare, freq of L taxare to touch 
- more at tax] 

’taste n la the act of tasting b a small amount tasted c a first 
acquaintance or expenence of sthg (her first ^ of success} 2 (the quality 
of a dissolved substance as perceived by) the I of the 5 basic physical 
senses by which the qualities of dissolved substances in contact with taste 
buds on the tongue are interpreted by the brain as 1 or a combination of 
the 4 basic taste sensations sweet, bitter, sour, or salt 3 individual 
preference; inclination 4 (a manner or quality indicative oO cntical 
judgment or discernment esp in aesthetic or social matten (a remark m 
bad ~ > (his choice in furnishing showed ^} 

'tazta ,bud n any of the small organs, esp on the surface of the tongue, 
that receive and transmit the sensation of taste 
'tasteful /-Ra)!/ adj showing or conforming to good taste - tastefully 
adv, taatefiilacas n 

'tastelats AHs/ adj 1 having no taste; insipid 2 showing poor taste - 
disapproved of by some speakers - taatdeady adv, tastelcssneas n 
tattar /Caysta/ n sby who tests food or dnnk by tasting, esp in order to 
asaeu quality ['taste '*■ '-er] 

taatavin /'tayst.vanh/ a a s^low metal cup used in testing wine (F 
tite-vin, taste-vio, fr MF taste vin drunkard, cup for testing wine, fr faster 
to test, taste 4- vin wine, fr L vinum] 
tatty /taysti/ adj 1 having an appetizing flavour 2 arousing interest (a 
bit of gossip} - infml - tastily adv, taatinesa n 
*tat /tat/ vb -tt- VI to work at tatting ^vt to make by tatting 
[back-formation fr tatting] 


’tat if, Br low quality material or goods - infml (back-formation fr 
tatty] 

ta-ta Aah .tah/ inteij, chiefly Br goodbye - infml [baby talk] 

Tatar ftahlo/ n (a) Tartar [Per Tatar, of Turkic origin; akin to Turk 
Tatar] 

tatter /'tata/ n 1 an irregular tom shred, esp of material 2 pi tattered 
clothing; rags [ME, of Scand origin; akin to ON toturr tatter; akin to 
OHG zotta matted hair, tuft] - in tatters 1 torn in pieces, ragged 2 in 
disarray; useless 

tattered Atatad/ adj (dressed in clothes which arc) old and tom 
tattle /'tati/ n, dial a potato [by shortening ft alter ] 
tatting /'tating/ n (the act or an of making) a delicate handmade lace 
formed usu by making loops and knots using a single cotton thread and 
a small .shuttle [origin unknown] 

'tattle Aatl/ vb tattling /'tatling, 'tatl ing/ vi to chatter, gossip vt to 
disclose (eg secrets) by gossiping [MD tatelen, akin to ME lateren to 
tattle] - tattler n 
’tattle n chatter, gossip 

'tattoo /ta'tooh/ n, pi tattoos la an evening drum or bugle call sounded 
as notice to soldiers to return to quarters b an outdoor military display 
given by troops as a usu evening entertainment 2 a rapid rhythmic beating 
or rapping [alter, of earlier taptoo, fr D taptoc, fr the phrase tap toe! taps 
shut'] 

’tattoo n, pi tattoos (an indelible mark made by) tattooing [Tahitian 
tatau] 

’tattoo if 1 to mark (the body) by inserting pigments under the skin 2 
to mark (a design) on the body by tattooing - tattiHier n. tattooist n 
tatty /'tail/ adj shabby, dilapidated - infml fperh akin to OE tretteva rag. 
ON toturr tatter ~ more at tatter] 

tau /taw, tow/ n the 19lh letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk, of Sein origin, 
akin to Heb taw, 23rd letter of the Hcb alphabet] 
taught /tawt/ past & past part of tkach 

'taunt /tawnt/ vt to provoke in a mocking way. jeer at (perh fr MF tenter 
to try, tempt - more at rrMPr] - taunter n, tauntingly adv 
’taunt n a sarcastic provocation or insult 

taupe /tohp/ n or adj brownish gicy [n F, lit , mole, fr L talpa, adj 
fr n] 

taurine /'tawnen/ adj of or resembling a bull [L taunnus, fr taunis bull, 
akin to Gk tauros bull, Mir tarb] 

Taurus Aawr^s/ n (sby bom undcr^lhc 2nd sign of the 7odiac in 
astrology which is pictured as a bull T symemii [MF. fr L, lit , bull] 
- Taurean adj or n 

taut /tawt/ adj la tightly drawn, tensely .stretched b showing anxiety, 
tense 2 kept in good order (a ^ ship} [ME toiight] - tautly adv, 
tautoess n 

taut-, tauto- comb form same (tauto/nens/n) /tauto/iym> [LL. fr Gk, fr 
tauto the same, contr of to auto] 
tauten /'tawt(a)n/ vb to make or become taut 
tautog Aawtog/ n a N Amencan food fish of the wrasse family 
[Narraganset tautauog, pi] 

tautology /taw'tobji/ n 1 (an instance oO needless repetition of an idea, 
statement, or word 2 a statement that is true by virtue of its logical form, 
an analytic proposition [LL tautologia, fr Gk, fr tautologos tautologous, 
fr taut- 4 legem to say- more at llueiNd] - tautological /.tawta'lojikl/, 
tautologoua /taw'tobgos/ adj, tautologically, tautologously /-gash/ 
adv 

tautomer /'tawtama/ n any of the forms of a tautomeric compound 
(ISV, fr tautomenc] 

tautomeriam /taw'tomanz(a)m/ n isomentm in which the isomers 
change into one another with great ease so that they ordinanly exist 
together in equilibnum - tautomeric /,tawta'aienk/ adj 
'tavern Atavan/ n inn la, b [ME taveme, fr OF. fr L tabema, lit., shed, 
hut, shop, fr trabs beam] 

'taw /taw/ vt to dress (skins), usu by a dry proaess (e g with alum or salt) 
(ME tawen to prepare for use, fr OE tawian\ akin to L bonus good] 
’taw n the line from which players shoot at marbles (origin unknown] 
tawdry Atawdn/ adj cheap and tastelessly diowy in appearance (ote 
tawdry Igce (necklace), alter of St Audrey's Lace, fr St Audrey (Ethel- 
dreda) ft 79 Queen of Northumbna; fr its being orig sold at a fair 
commemorating St Audrey] - tawdrily adv, tawdrineis n 
tawny /'tawni/ adj of a warm sandy or brownish orange colour like that 
of well-tanned skin [ME, fr MF tanne, pp of tanner to tan] - tawni- 
neat n 

tawny owl n a common brown European owl 
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tawse /tawz/ n, chiefly Scot a leather strap slit into stnps at the end. used 
for beating children [prob fr taws, pi of obs taw (tawed leather)] 

'tax /talcs/ vt 1 to assess (legal costs) 2 to levy a tax on 3 to charge, accuse 
with 4 to make strenuous demands on [ME taxe/i to estimate, assess, tax. 
fr MF taxer, fr ML taxare, fr L, to feel, estimate, censure, freq of tangcre 
to touch - more at ‘tanofnt] - taxable adj, taxingly adv, taxer n 
‘tax n 1 a charge, usu of money, imposed by a government on individuals, 
organizations, or property, esp to raise revenue 2 a heavy demand or 
strain - after tax net - before tax gross 

tax-, taxo- also taxi- comb form arrangement <taxe/ne> /taxidenny) [Gk 
taxh, fr taxis] 

taxa /'taksa/ pi of rAX(3N 

taxation /tak'saysh(3)n/ n 1 the action of taxing; esp the imposition of 
taxes 2 revenue obtained from taxes 3 the amount assessed as a tax 
, tax-free adj exemptixj from tax 

'tax .haven n a country with a relatively low level of taxation, esp on 
incomes 

'taxi /'taksi/ n. pi taxis also taxies a taxicab 

’taxi vh taxis, taxies; taxiing, taxying; taxied vi 1 to ride in a taxi 2 of 
an aircraft to go at low speed along the surface of the ground or water 
^ W 1 to transport by taxi 2 to cause (an aircraft) to taxi 
'taxi,cab/-,kab/77 a motor car that may be hired, together with its driver, 
to carry passengers, the fare usu being calculated by a taximeter {taxim- 
cter cab] 

taxidermy /'taksi, duhmi/ n the art of preparing, stuffing, and mounting 
the skins of animals [tax- i derm- + ->] - taxidermist n, taxidermic 
/-'duhmik/ adj 

taximeter /'taksi, meets/ n a meter fitted in a taxi to calculate the charge 
for each joumev. JS'i determined by the distance travelled [F taximetre, 
modif of 0 taxameter, Ir ML taxa tax. charge (fr taxare to tax) + 
-meter] 

taxis /'taksis/ n. pi taxes /-seez/ 1 the manual restoration of a displaced 
body part, esp a hernia, by pressure 2 (a reflex reaction involving) 
movement by a freely motile usu simple organism (eg a bactenum) 
towards or away from a source of stimulation (e g a light, or a temperature 
or chemical gradient) - compare tropism [Gk, lit . arrangement, ( ider, 
fr tassein to arrange - more at tacfu's] 

•taxis comb form, {- n), pi -taxes 1 arrangement, order 

</jomotaxis> (parataxis) 2 orientation or movement towards or in rela- 
tion to (a specified force or agent) (cAmotaxis) [NL, fr Gk, fr - 
tactic comb form ( - adj) 

taxman /'taks,man/ n 1 an official who collects taxes 2 Br the Inland 
Revenue personified - infml 
taxo- - sec fax- 

taxon /'takson/ n. pi taxa /taksa/ also taxons (the name oO a taxonomic 
group or entity [NL, back-formation fr ISV taxonomy] 
taxonomy /tak'sonami/ n (the study of the principles oQ classification, 
specif of plants and animals according to their presumed natural relation- 
ships [F taxonomic, fr tax- t -nomie -nomy] - taxonomist n, taxonomic 
/.takso'nomik/ adj, taxonomically adv 
'tax, payer /-.paya/ n one who pays or is liable for a tax 
'tax.paying /-.paying/ adj of or subject to the paying of a tax 
.tax re, turn n a formal statement, made to the Inland Revenue, of one's 
income and allowable deductions for tax purposes 
TB n tuberculosis [TB (abbr for tubercle bacillus)] 

'T-.bar adj having or being 2 straps that fasten a shoe so that 1 lies along 
the Icj^h of the upper fool and 1 circles the ankle to form the shape of 
a T OARMtNT 

T-.bone, T-bone steak n a thick steak from the thin end of a bev"^ sirloin 
containing a T-shaped bone — mfat 
TCP trademark - used for an aqueous antiseptic solution 
t diatribution n a probability density function that is used esp in testing 
hypotheses concerning means of normal distnbutions whose standard 
deviations are unknown 

tea /tee/ n la a shrub cultivated esp in China, Japan, and the E Indies 
b the leaves of the tea plant prepared for the market, classed according 
to method of manufacture (e g green tea or oolong), and graded according 
to leaf size (e g pekoe) 2 an aromatic beverage prepared from tea leaves 
by infusion with boiling water 3 any of vanous plants somewhat resem- 
bling tea in appearance or properties; also an infusion of their leaves used 
medicinally or as a beverage (chamomile > 4a refreshments including 
tea with sandwiches, cakes, etc served in the late afternoon b a 
late-aftemoon or early-evening meal that is usu less substantial than the 
midday meal - compare high tea [Chin (Amoy) t’e] 


'tea .bag n a cloth or filter paper bag holding enough tea for an individual 
serving when infused 

tea ball n a perforated metal ball-shaped container that holds tea leaves 
and IS used in brewing tea, esp in a cup 
tea bread n any of various light often sweet breads or plain cakes 
tea cake n a round yeast-leavened (sweet) bread bun that often contains 
currants and is usu eaten toasted with butter 

teach /tcech/ vb taught /tawt/ vt 1 to cause to know (how), esp by 
showing or instructing (is ^ing me to dnvej 2 to guide the studies of 
3 to impart the knowledge of algebraj 4 to instruct by prec^t, 
example, or expenence 5 to cause to suffer the usu disagreeable conse- 
quences of sthg - infml (I'll - you to come home latej isf to provide 
instruction [ME techen to show, instruct, fr OE twean-, akin to OE tacn 
sign - more at tokfn] 

teachable /'teechabl/ adj 1 capable of being taught 2 apt and willing 
to learn - teachableness n, teachably adv, teachability /-'bilati/ i? 
teacher /'teecha/ n sby whose occupation is teaching [ieach + '-er] 
.teacher's 'pet n sby who ingratiates him/herself with an authonty, esp 
a teacher 

tea chest n a large square box used for exporting tea (stored her books 
in a 

'teach-, in n 1 an informally structured conference on a usu topical issue 
2 an extended meeting for lectures, demonstrations, and discussions on a 
topic [teach + -in (as in sit-in)] 

teaching /’teechmg/ n 1 the profession of a teacher 2 sthg taught; esp 
a doctrine (the ^ s of Confucius} 

teaching aid n a device (e g a record player, map, or picture) used in 
teaching 

teaching hospital n a hospital that is affiliated to a medical school and 
provides medical students with the opportunity of gaming practical 
experience under supervision 

teaching machine n any of vanous mechanical devices for presenting 
instructional matenal 

'tea .cloth n 1 a small cloth for a table or trolley on which tea is to be 
served 2 iea towel 

'tea.house /-.hows/ n a restaurant, esp in China or Japan, where tea and 
light refreshments are served 

teak /teek/ n (a tall E Indian tree of the vervain family with) hard 
yellowish brown wood used for furniture and shipbuilding [Pg teca, fr 
Malayalam tekka] 

teal /teci/ n, pi teals, esp collectively teal (any of several ducks related 
to) a small Old World dabbling duck the male of which has a distinctive 
green and chestnut head [ME tele-, akin to MD telmg teal] 

'team / uem/ n la two or more draught animals harnessed together b one 
or more di lught animals together with harness and vehicle 2 sing or pi 
in constr group formed for work or activity- e g a a group on 1 side (e g 
in a sporting contest or debate) b a crew, gang [ME temc, fr OE team 
offspnng, lineage, group of draught animals; akin to OE teon to draw, 
pull] 

’team vt 1 to yoke or join in a team 2 to combine so as to form a 
harmonizing arrangement the shoes with the dress} ^vi Wo come 
together (as iQ m a team - often v up (let's ^ up with them for a night 
out} 2 to form a harmonizing combination 

team handball n a game played indoors between 2 teams of 7 players 
each, whose aim is to put the ball into a goal by throwing, catching, and 
dnbbling it with the hands 

team spirit n willingness to subordinate personal aims to group objec- 
tives 

teamster /'teenista/ n I sby who dnves a team of horses 2 NAm a lorry 
driver 

team teaching n a system whereby a group of teachers with vanous 
qualifications work with a large group of pupils 
'team.work Z-.wuhk/ n mutual cooperation in a group enterprise 
teapot /'tee.pot/ n a usu round pot with a lid, spout, and handle in which 
lea IS brewed and from which it is served 

teapoy /'tee.poy/ n a 3-legged omamenul stand or ubie [Hindi 
tipai] 

'tear /tia/ n 1 a drop of clear salty fluid secreted by the lachrymal gland 
that lubneates the eye and eyelids and is often shed as a result of grief or 
other emotion 2 a transparent drop of (hardened) fluid (e g resin) [ME, 
fr OE taehher, tear, akin to OHG lahar tear, L dacruma, lacrima^ Gk 
dakry] - tearless adj -in tears crying, weeping 
’tear /tea/ vb tore /taw/; tom /tawn/ vt la to pull apart by force b to 
wound by tearing; lacerate 2 to cause division or distress to <a mind tom 
with doubts} 3 to remove by force (tore the child from him} 4 to make 



tea 


1004 


or efTect (as if) by teanng <'^ a hole in the papery 1 to separate on 
being pulled <r/i/s cloth ^ s easily} 2 to move or act with violence, haste, 
or force (went -^ing down the street} [ME leren, fr OE fenui; akin to 
OHG zeran to destroy, Gk deran to skin] - fearer n - tear a strip off to 
rebuke angrily - infml - tear at to cause distress or pain to (tore at my 
heartstnngs to see her go} - tear into to attack physically or verbally 
without restraint or caution - tear one's hair to cxpenence or express 
grief, rage, desperation, or anxiety 

*tMr /tea/ n 1 damage from being torn ^ chiefly in wear and tear 2 a hole 
or flaw made by teanng 

tearaway Aeara,way/ n, Br an unruly and reckless young person - 
infml 

tear away vt to remove (oneself or another) reluctantly (she could 
hardly tear herself away from the book} 
tear down vt to pull down, esp violently; demolish 
teardrop Aia,drop/ n 'tear 1 

tearful /-f(a)l/ adj 1 flowing with or accompanied by tears entrea- 
ties} 2 causing tears 3 inclined or about to cry (was feeling a b// ^ > - 
tearfhUy adv, tearftilneas n 

tear gaa /tia/ n a solid, liquid, or gaseous substance that dispersion 
in the atmosphere blinds the eyes with tears and is used chiefly in 
dispelling crowds 

tearing /'teanng/ violent, precipitate (in a ^ hurry} - infml 
tearjerker /tiajuhka/ n an excessively sentimental play, film, etc 
designed to provoke tears - infml - tear-jerking adj 
tearoom Aee,roohm/ n a restaurant where light refreshments are 
served 

tea roae n any of numerous hybnd garden roses with abundant large usu 
tea-scented blossoms 

tear up /tea/ vt 1 to tear into pieces 2 to cancel or annul, usu unilaterally 
(tore up the treaty} 

'teaae /teez/ vt 1 to disentangle and straighten by combing or carding 
(^ wool} 2a to (attempt to) disturb or annoy by persistently irntating 
or provokmg b to persuade to acquiesce, esp by persistent small eflbrts, 
coax; jIso to obtain by repeated coaxing (-^d the money out of her father} 
'^vi 0 tease sby or sthg [ME tcsen, fr OE Uesan, akin to OHG zeisan 
to tease] - teaaingly adv 
Haaaa n sby or sthg that teases 

*taaaalt teazel, teazle /teezl/ n 1 (a flower head oO a tall Old World plant 
of the scabious family with flower heads that are covered with stiff hooked 
bracts and were formerly used, when dned to raise a nap on woollen cloth 
2 a wire substitute for the teasel [ME tesel, fr OE tftsel\ akin to OE tsesan ' 
to tease] 

*tMMl vt -11- (NAm, -1-, -ll-), /'teezhing/ to nap (cloth) with teasels 
tpaspr /'teeza/ n 1 a frustratingly diflicult problem 2 sby who denves 
malicious pleasure from teasing ['tfase t ’-er] 

Teatmade /teezmayd/ trademark - used for an elecincal appliance that 
can be set to make a pot of tea at a specified time and sounds an alarm 
when the tea is ready 

teaspoon /'tee^ipoohn/ n 1 a small spoon used esp for eating soft foods 
and stirring beverages 2 a tcaspoonful 

'tea^poonf ul /-f(ajl^ n, pi teaspoonfula also tctapoonafiil as much as a 
teaspoon will hold unit 

teat /teet/ n 1 nipple 1 2 a small projection or a mb (e g on a mechanical 
part); specif a rubber mouthpiece with usu 2 or more holes in it. attached 
to the top of a baby’s feeding bottle [ME tefc, fr OF, of Gmc origin; akin 
to OE tit teat, MHG zitze] - teated adj 

teatime /'tee,tiem/ n the customary time for tea; late afternoon or early 
evening 

'tea .towel n a cloth for drying the dishes 
tea ,tray n a tray on which a tea service is earned 
tea .trolley n, chiefly Br a small trolley used in servmg tea or light 
refreshments 

teaiel, teazle /'teezl/ n a teasel 
tec /tek/ n a detective - infml [by shortening] 
tech /tek/ n, Br a technical school or college - infml 
techfietiimi /tek'neesh(y)am/ n an artificially produced metallic 
element periodic table [NL. fr Gk technetos artificial, fr 
teebaastbai to devise by art, fr techne] 

technical /'teknikl/ adj la having special and usu practical knowledge, 
esp of a mechanical or scientific subject b marked by or charactenstic of 
specialization 2 of a particular subject; eap of a practical subject organized 
on scientific principles 3 in the strict Ic^l interpreution 4 of technique 
5 of or produced by ordinary commercial processes without being sub- 
jected to special purification [Gk teebnikos of art, skilful, fr techne art. 


craft, skill; akin to Gk tekton builder, carpenter, L texere to weave, OHG 
dahs badger] - technically adv, technicaJness n 
technical college n any of a number of British regional institutions 
ofTenng courses at a less advanced level than a polytechnic and with a bias 
towards the vocational 

technicality /.tekm'kabti/ n sthg technical, esp a detail meaningful 
only to a specialist (a legal } 

technical knockout /’nok.owt/ n the termination of a boxing match 
when a boxer is declared by the referee to be unable (eg because of 
injunes) to continue the fight 

technical school n a secondary school providing education with a 
technical or commercial b^u for children from age 11 to 16 or 18 

technical sergeant n rank 

technician /tek'nish(3)n/ n 1 a spcciahst in the technical details of a 
subject or occupation (a medical ^} 2 sby who has acquired the 
technique of an area of specialization (e g an ad) (a superb and an artist 

of ingenuity} 

Technicolor /tekni.kub/ trademark - used for a process of colour 
photography in the cinema in which the 3 primary colours are recorded 
on separate films and then combined in a single pnnt 
technicolour /tekniikub/ n vivid and often gansh colour - technicol- 
oured adj 

technique /tek'neek/ n 1 the manner in which an adist, performer, or 
athlete displays or manages the formal aspect of his/her skill 2a a body 
of technical methods (e g in a craft or in scientific research) b a method 
of accomplishing a desired aim [F, fr technique technical, fr Gk tech- 
nikos] 

techno- comb form technical, technological (technocracy) [Gk, fr 
techne] 

technocracy /tek'nokrasi/ n (management of society by) a body of 
technical expeds; also a society so managed - chiefly dcrog - technocrat 
/teknakrat/ n, technocratic /.tekna'kratik/ adj 
technology /tek'nobji/ n 1 (the theory and practice oO applied science 
2 the totality of the means and knowledge used to provide objects 
necessary for human sustenance and comfod [Gk tcchnologia systematic 
treatment of an ad, fr techno- + -logia -logy] - technologist n, technologi- 
cal /.tekna'iojikl/ adj, technologically adv 
• techy /’techi/ adj tetchy 

tectonic /tek'tomk/ adj of tectonics e g a architectural b of the (forces 
involved in or structures resulting from) deformation of the cadh’s crust 
[LL tectomeus, fr Gk tektonikos of a builder, fr tekton builder - more at 
tlchnical] - tectonically adv 

tec'tonics n pi but sing or pi in constr 1 the science or ad of construction 
(e g of a building) 2 (a branch of geology concerned with) structural 
features, esp those connected with folding and faulting 
ted /ted/ vt -dd- to turn over and spread (e g new-mown grass) for drying 
[(assumed) ME tedderv, akin to OHG zetten to spread, ON tcthja to 
spread manure, Gk daiesthai to divide, distnbute - more at tidf] - 
tedder n 

Ted n teddy boy - infml 

teddy /’tedi/ n teddy bear - used esp by or to children 
'teddy .bear n a stuffed toy bear [Teddy, nickname of Theodore 
Roosevelt 1 1919 US president; fr a cartoon depicting the president spanng 
the life of a bear cub while hunting] 

'teddy ,boy n any of a cult of (Bntish) youths, esp in the 19S0s, adopting 
the dress of the early 20th c and often having a reputation for unruly 
behaviour [Teddy, nickname for Edward, i e King Edward 
VII tl910] 

Te Deum /.tay 'dayam, ,tee 'dee-/ n, pi Te Deums a liturgical Christian 
hymn of praise to God [ME. fr LL te deum laudamus thee, God, we 
praise; fr the opening words of the hymn] 

tedious /'teedi-as/ adj tiresome because of leggth or dullness [ME, fr LL 
taediosus, fr L taedium] - tediously adv, tediousneaa n 
tedium Aeedi-am/ n tediousness; also boredom [L taedium disgust, 
irksomeness, fr taedere to disgust, weary] { 

'tee /tee/ n 1 sthg shaped like a capital T 2 a mark aimed at in vanous 
games (e g curling) [ME] 

*tee n i a peg or a small mound used to raise a golf ball into position for 
striking at the beginning of play on a hole 2 the area from which a golf 
ball is struck at the beginning of play on a hole [back-formation fr obs 
tear (taken as pi); perh akin to Icel tja to show, mark] 

*tee vt to place (a ball) on a tee - oflen f up 
tee-hee /.tee 'hee/ inteij - used to express amusement or dension [ME 
te he, of imit ongin] 

'tMm /teem/ vi 1 to abound (lakes that ^ with fish} 2 to be present in 
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large quantities [ME temen, fr OE timan, tseman; akin to OE team 
ofTspring - more at ikam] 

’teem vi, Br to ram hard [ME temen to empty, pour out, fr ON taema, 
akin to OE tom empty] 
teen /teen/ adj teenage - infml 

teenage /'teenayj/, teenaged /teenayjd/ adj of or being people in their 
teens ~ teenager n 

teens /teenz/ n pi the numbers 13 to 19 inclusive, specif the years 13 to 
19 in a lifetime [-reen (as in thirteen)] 
teensy /‘teenzi, 'teensi/, teensy-weensy /.teenzi ‘wcenzi, .teensi 'weensi/ 
adj tiny - infml [baby-talk alter of teeny (-weeny)] 
teeny /'teem/, teeny-weeny /.teeni 'weeni/ adj tiny - infml [teeny by 
alter (influenced by weeny)] 

teenybopper /'teem ,bopa/ n a young teenage girl who zealously follows 
the latest trends in clothes, pop music, etc [teen » *-y ^ hopper] 
tee off /tee/ w to drive a golf ball from a tee 
teepee /'tcc.pcc/ n a tepee 
'tee .shirt n a T-shirt 

teeter /'teeta/ v/ to move unsteadily, wobble, waver [ME titcren to 
totter, reel, akin to OHG zittaron to shiver, Gk draman to run, Skt drati 
he runs] 

teeth /teeth/ pi of room 

teethe /icedh/ vi to cut one’s teeth, grow teeth [back-formation fr 
teething] - teething n 

'teething .ring /'teedhing/ n a usu plastic nng for a teething infant to 
bite on 

'teething .troubles n pi temporary problems occurnng with new 
machinery or dunng the initial stages of an activity 
teetotal /tee'tohtl/ adj practising complete abstinence from alcoholic 
drinks [/ota* tuJ (abstinence)] - teetotalism n 
teetotaller /tee'tohtl a/, NAm chiefly teetotaler n sby teetotal 
teetotum /.tee'tohlam/ n a small top, usu insenbed with letters and used 
in games of chance, broadly any small top spun with the fingers ['tee t 
L toium all, fr neut of tolus whole, fr the letter T insenbed on one side 
as an abbr of loturn (take) all] 

tef f /tef/ n an Afncan cereal grass grown for its gram which yields a white 
flour [Amharic tef] 

Teflon /'teflon/ tiademark - used for polytetrafluoroethylene 
teg /teg/ n, chiefly Br a sheep m its second year [(assumed) ME tegge 
(m place-names), fr (assumed) OE legga, akin to OSw takka ewe] 
tegument /'tegyewmsm/ n an integument [ME, fr L tegumentum, fr 
tegere to cover] - tegumental /-'mentl/ adj, tegumentary /-'ment(D)n/ 
adj 

tektite /'tektiet/ n a rounded glassy body, prob of meteoritic ongm [ISV, 
fr Gk tektos molten, tr tekein to melt - more at thaw] - tektitic /-'titik/ 
adj 

tel-, telo- comb form end \\e\ophasey [ISV, fr Gk telos - more at 
wheel] 

telaesthesia Atelas'theezya, -zh(y)p/ n perception (e g of an object) at 
a distance without the use of the sense organs [NL, fr tele- + aes- 
thesia] 

tele-, tel- comb form 1 distant, at a distance, over a distance 
<tcld^r8/n)<tele/)a//iy> 2a telegraph <,telepnn/er> b television 
(telecast) <tclcc'amera> [NL, fr Gk tele-, tel-, fr tele far off - more at 

PAI AE-j 

telecast /telikahst/ vb to televise [tele- + broadcast] - telecast n, 
telecaster n 

telecine /'teli,smi/ n. chiefly Br the conversion of filmed matenal into 
signals suitable for television broadcasting [tele- i nnematograph] 
telecommunication /,tclika,myoohni'kaysh(3)n/ n 1 comm»’nication 
at a distance (e g by telegraph) 2 a science that deals with telecom .i.unica- 
tion - usu pi with sing, meaning [ISV] 
teledu /'teladooh/ n a flesh-eating mammal of Java and Sumatra that is 
related to the skunk, resembles the badger, and secretes an offensive- 
smelling liquid [Malay tiledu] 

telegram /'tcligram/ n a message sent by telegraph and delivered as a 
written or typed note 

'telegraph Aeligrahf, -graf/ n an apparatus or system for communicat- 
ing at a distance, esp by making and breaking an elect nc circuit [F 
teI6graphe, fr tilS- tele- (fr Gk tele-) t -graphe -graph] 

’telegraph vt 1 to send or communicate (as lO by telegraph 2 to make 
known by signs, esp unknowingly and in advance a punch') - 
telegrapher /ta'legrafa/ n, telegraphist /ta'legrafist/ n 
telegraphese /.tehgrah'feez, -gra-/ n the terse and abbreviated lan- 
guage characteristic of telegrams 


telegraphic /.teli'grafik/ adj 1 of the telegraph 2 concise, terse - 
telegraphically adv 

telegraphic address n a registered abbreviated direction for the 
delivery of telegrams 

telegraphy /ta’legrafi/ n the use or operation of a telegraphic apparatus 
or system 

telekinesis /.teliki'neesis/ n psychokinesis earned out at an appreciable 
distance [NL, fr Gk tele- + kinais motion - more at -kinesis] - 
telekinetic /-'netik/ adj 

telemark /'telimahk/ n, often cap a turn in skiing in which the outside 
ski IS advanced ahead of the other ski and then turned inwards at a 
steadily widening angle [Norw, fr Telemark, region in Nqrway] 
telemeter /teli.meeta, ta'lemtta/ n an electneal apparatus for measunng 
a quantity (e g pressure or temperature) and transmitting the result to a 
distant point [ISV] - telemeter n, telemetric /.tcli'metnk/ adj, telemetry 
/U'icmatn/ n 

telencephalon /.tebn'sefalon/ n the front subdivision of the brain 
comprising the cerebral hemispheres and associated structures [NL, fr 
tel- * encephalon] - telencephalic /.telensi'falik/ adj 
teleology Ateli'obji, ,tcc-/ n 1 a doctnne explaining phenomena by 
reference to goals or purposes 2 the character attnbutnl to nature or 
natural processes of being directed towards an end or designed according 
to a purpose [NL teleologia, fr Gk tele-, telos end, purpose + -logia -logy 
- more at wheel] - teleologist n, tcleologicBl /.teli a'lojikl, .tee-/ adj 
teleost /'leli.ost, 'tee-/ n bony fish [denv of Gk teleios complete, perfect 
(fr telos end) » osteon bone - more at osseous] - teleostean /.teli'osti an, 
.tee-/ adj or n 

telepathy /ta'lcpathi/ n communication directly from one mind to 
another without use of the known senses - telepathist n, telepathic 
/.tch'pathik/ adj 

'telephone /'telifohn/ /i 1 a device for reproducing sounds at a distance; 
specif one for converting sounds into electneal impulses for transmission, 
usu by wire, to a particular receiver telecommunication 2 the 
system of communications that uses telephones (get in touch by [tele- 
f -phone] - telephonic /.teli'fonik/ adj, telephony /ta'lefani/ n 
’telephone w to make a telephone call ^vt 1 to send by telephone 
a message) 2 to (attempt to) speak to by telephone - telephoner n 
'telephone ,box n, Br a booth containing a public telephone 
'telephone di.rectory n a book giving the telephone numbers of 
subsenbers 

telephonist /to'lefanist/ n. Br a telephone switchboard operator 
telephoto /'leli,fohtoh/ adj 1 of telephotography 2 being a camera lens 
system designed to give a large image of a distant object [short for 
telqjhotographic] 

telephotography /.telifa'tografi/ n the photography of distant objects 
(e g by a c amera provided with a telephoto lens) [ISV] - telcphotoftraphic 
/.telLfohta’grafik/ adj 

teleoort /'tclipawt/ vi to transport oneself from one place to another 
using only the power of one's mind [tele- < -port (as in transport)] - 
teleportation n 

teleprinter /'teli,pnnt3/ n a typewnter keyboard that transmits tele- 
graphic signals, a typewnting device activated by telegraphic signals, or 
a machine that combines both these functions 3“ telecommunica- 
tion 

TelePrompTer /’teli.prompu/ trademark - used for a device for unroll- 
ing a magnified senpt in front of a speaker on television 
'telescope /'teliskohp/ n 1 a usu tubular optical instrument for viewing 
distant objects by means of the refraction of light rays through a lens or 
the reflection of light rays by a concave mirror 2 radio telescope [NL 
telescopium, fr Gk teleskopos farsceing, fr tele- tele- + skopos watcher, 
akin to Gk skopein to look - more at spy] 

’telescope vi l to slide one part within another like the cylindrical 
sections of a hand telescope 2 to become compressed under impact 3 to 
become condensed or shortened 1 to cause to telescope 2 to 
condense, shorten 

telescopic /.teli'skopik/ adj la of or performed with a telescope b 
suitable for seeing or magnifying distant objects 2 able to discern objects 
at a distance 3 having parts that telescope - telescopically adv 
'tele.tex /-.teks/ n an ^vanced form of telex in which documents are 
scanned and then reproduced by the receiver ^3“ telecommunication 
[ prob blend of telex and text] 

'tele.toxt /-.tekst/ n an information service provided by a television 
network broadcasting special pa^^of news, sports results, etc at the same 
time as ordinary programmes television [tele- f text] 
Teletype /teliitiep/ trademark - used for a telepnnter 
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repeaters can be much 
further apart, positioned 
where they are relatively 
invulnerable to fire, flood, 
and attempts to tap the 
lines 


repeaters 
boost the signal 
in the cable at 
frequent intervals 


Conventional trunk cable 10,000 call 
capacity 

The cable on the far left is of the kind 
currently used to carry trunk calls. The 
bulky copper wires, and the regular 
repeater stations required, make the 
line expensive It is also vulnerable 
to interference and water damage. 

Optical fibre trunk cable 10,000 call 
capacity 

Each fibre in this slim cable is capable 
of handling up to 2,000 calls. Calls 
are coded into digital pulses which 
pass down the fibre as bursts of light 
New very pure fibre material means 
that the repeaters can be much more 
widely spaced I asers or light emitting 
diodes are used to produce the light 
pulses at a rate of 1 40 million per 
second 



Digital sound 

Sound takes the form of waves which 
travel through air, water and some 
solid objects. When sound is 
converted into an electrical signal by a 
microphone, it follows a waveform 
analogous to the sound. The electrical 
analogue waves are, by their nature, 
subject to distortion - for example 
when passing through the wires m a 
telephone system. This distortion can 
largely be avoided by digital 
transmission. 



This representation of an analogue 
signal shows the varying height 
(amplitude) of the waveform. 



A digital encoder "samples" the 
amplitude and assigns a numerical value 
for each height. 


3* TELEVISION, VIDEO 
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customer's equipment 


T elephone/ Viewphone 

The telephone can be used not only 
for transmitting speech but also for 
communicating computer data and 
visual images Computers can 'talk' to 
each other in this way. When optical 
fibres are introduced, the viewphone 
could also become practicable because 
of the wide signal bandwidth they 
offer 




answering machine 


Teletex /Telex 

Telex IS a teleprinter system in which 
messages typed on the keyboard by 
the sender are reproduced on the 
receiver's teleprinter. Teletex is an 
advanced form of Telex with wider 
typographic facility - it can also be 
used to link up word processors in 
different locations 



connecting 

box 


Viewdata/data terminal 

The Prestel service (British Telecom) 
enables subscribers to dial a computer 
and call up pages of information which 
are displayed on a special television 
set Messages can also be written and 
transmitted 


mmmm^ 





m 


digital 

local 

line 


local 

telephone 

exchange 


Facsimile 

This piece of equipment scans original 
documents and transmits the 
information through to the receiver, 
where the documents are reproduced 




Each value is then put into code, 
rather like letters in Morse code, which 
can be transmitted in pulses. 



A digital decoder reconstructs the 
analogue waveform from the coded 
message. Even if some values are lost, 
the original waveform is still retrievable. 



The final recreated wave form is 
in theory identical to the original. 
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teletypewriter /,teb'tiep,net3/ n, chiefly NAm a telqjnnter 
televise /'teliviez/ vt to broadcast (an event or film) by television 
[back-formation fr television] 

television Aelivizh(a)n. n 1 an electronic system of transmitting 
changing images together with sound along a wire or through space by 
converting the images and sounds into electncaJ signals 2 a 
television receiving set 3a(l) the television broadcasting industry (2) a 
television broadcasting organization or station (Tyne-Tees Television) b 
the medium of television communication [F television, fr tde- tele- (fr Gk 
tele-) + vision] 

televisual /.teirvizhyooal/ adj, chiefly Brof or suitable for broadcast by 
television 

telex /'teleks/ n a communications service involving telepnnters con- 
nected by wire through automatic exchanges, also a message by telex 
telecommlinicai ion [/e/eprinter + exchange] - telex vb 
tell /tel/ vb told /tohld/ vf 1 to count, enumerate <ay/ told there were 
27 present} 2a to relate in detail, narrate me a story} b to give 
utterance to; express in words 3 to make known; divulge 4a to report to, 
inform b to assure emphatically (he did not do it, I ^ you} 5 to order 
<told her to wait} 6a to ascertain by observing (can never ~ whether he's 
lying or not} b to distinguish, discnminate (can't ^ Bach from the 
Beatles} ^vi 1 to give an account 2 to make a positive assertion; decide 
definitely (you can never for certain} 3 to act as an informer - ol\en 
+ on 4 to take effect (the worry began to ~ on her nerves} 5 to serve 
as evidence or indication (will ^ against you in court} [ME tellen, fr OE 
tellan-, akin to OHG zellen to count, tell. OE talu tale] 
teller /'teb/ n 1 sby who relates or communicates (a ^ of stories} 2 sby 
who counts* eg a sby appointed to count votes b a member of a bank’s 
staff concerned with the direct handling of money received or paid out 
telling Aeling/ adj carrying great weight and producing a marked effect 
(the most ~ evidence against him} - tellingly adv 
.telling-'off n a harsh or severe repnmand 

tell off vt 1 to number and set apart; esp to assign to a special duty <told 
off a detail and put them to digging a trench} 2 to give a telling- 
off to 

telltale /'tel.tayl/ n 1 sby who spreads gossip or rumours; esp an 
informer 2 a device for indicating or recording sthg (e g the position of 
a vessel’s rudder) - tellule adj 

tellur-, tcUuro- co/nb /br/n 1 earth <tellur/aii> 2 tellurium <tellurfde> [L 
tellur-, tellus, (2) NL tellurium] 

tellurian /U)'l(y)oo9n 3n/ n or adj (an inhabitant) of the earth - fml , 
telluric /ta1(y)003nk/ adj 1 of or containing (high valency) tellunum 2 
of the earth 

telluride /’telyooned/ n a binary compound of tellunum, usu with a 
more electropositive element or radical [ISV] 

tellurium /U'l(y)oo9n'am/ n a semimetallic element chemically related 
to selenium and sulphur periodic table [NL, fr L tellur-, tellus 
earth] 

telluroue /'telyooras/ adj of or containing (low valency) tellunum 
[ISV] 

telly /’tell/ n, chiefly Br (a) television - infml [by shortening & alter ] 
telo- - see TF.L- 

telophase /.tebfayz, 'tee-/ n the final stage of cell division in which the 
mitotic spindle disappears and 2 new nuclei appear, each with a set of 
chromosomes [ISV] 

telson /*telsan/ n the last segment of the body of an arthropod, esp a 
crustacean, or of a segmented worm [NL, fr Gk, end of a ploughed field; 
prob akin to Gk telos end] ^ 

Talugu /'tebgooh/ n, pi Telugua, esp collectively Telugu 1 a member of 
the prcdominanLBwple of Andhra Pradesh in India 2 the language of the 
Telugu people language 

tamarity /ta'merati/ n unreasonable disregard for danger or opposition; 
broadly cheek, nerve [ME temeiyte, fr L temeritas, fr temere at random, 
rashly, lit., in the dark, akin to OHG demar darkness, L tenebrae, Skt 
tamas] 

'tamp /temp/ n sby (e g a typist or secretary) employed temporanly • 
infhil [short for temporary] 

Hamp vi to work as a temp - infml 

'tampar Aempa/ vt 1 to moderate (sthg harsh) with the addition of sthg 
less severe justice with mercy} 2 to bring to a suitable state, esp by 
mixing in or adding a liquid ingredient; esp to mix (clay) with water or 
a modifier and knead to a uniform texture 3 to bring (esp steel) to the 
right degree of hardness by reheating (and quenching) after cooling 4 to 
strengthen the character of through hardship (troops ^ed in battle} 5 
to adjust the pitch of (a note, chord, or instrument) to a temperament 


[ME temperen, fr OE A OF; OE tempnan A OF tcmprer, fr L temperare 
to moderate, mix, temper; prob akin to L tempor-, tempus time - more 
at rLMPORAi] - temperable adj, temperer n 
^temper n l charactcnstic tone (the ^ of the times} 2 the state of a 
substance with respect to certain desired qualities (eg the degree of 
hardness or resilience given to steel by tempering) 3a a charactenstic cast 
of mind or state of feeling b composure, equanimity c (proneness to 
displays oi) an uncontrolled and often disproportionate rage (he has/ts 
in a ternble > 

tAmpera /'tempara/ n (a work produced by) a method of painting using 
pigment ground and mixed with an emulsion (e g of egg yolk and water) 
[It. lit , temper, fr temperare to temper, fr L] 
temperament Aempramant/ n la a person’s peculiar or distinguishing 
mental or physical character (which according to medieval physiology 
was determined by the relative proportions of the humours) b excessive 
sensitiveness or irritability 2 the modification of the musical intervals of 
the pure scale to produce a set of 12 fixed notes to the octave which 
enables a keyboard instrument to play in more than 1 key [ME, fr L 
temperament um, fr temperare to mix, temper] 
temperamental /.tempra'mentl/ adj 1 of or arising from individual 
character or constitution (^ peculiarities) 2a easily upset or irritated, 
liable to sudden changes of mood b unpredictable in behaviour or 
performance - temperamentally adv 
temperance /'temparsns/ n 1 moderation, self-restraint 2 habitual 
moderation in the indulgence of the appetites, specif moderation in or 
abstinence from the use of alcoholic dnnk [ME, fr L temperantia, fr 
temperant-, temperans, prp of temperare to moderate, be moderate] 
temperate /'temp^r^t/ adj 1 moderate e g a not extreme or excessive 
(a climate} (a — speech} b moderate in indulgence of appetite or 
desire, esp abstemious in the consumption of alcohol 2a having a 
moderate climate b found in or asscKialed with a temperate climate [ME 
temperat, fr L temperatus, fr pp of temperare] - temperately adv, 
tempemteness n 

temperate zone n, often cap T&Z either of the 2 regions between a 
polar circle and the nearest tropic 

temperature Aempracha/ n la degree of hotness or coldness as 
measured on an arbitrary scale (e g in degrees Celsius) ^ physics b 
the degree of heat natural to the body of a living being 2 an abnormally 
high body heat [L temperatura mixture, mofteration, fr temperatus, pp 
of temperare] 

tempered /'temped/ adj la having the elements mixed m satisfying 
proportions b qualified or diluted by the mixture or influence of an 
additional ingredient 2 having a specified temper - in combination 
<s/jo/l-tempcrcd> 

tempest /'tempist/ n la violent storm 2 a tumult, uproar [ME, fr OF 
tempeste, fr (assumed) VL tempesta, alter, of L tempestas season, 
weather, storm, fr tempus time - more at ilmporai] 
tempestuous /tem'pcschoo-as/ adj turbulent, stormy weather} (a 
debate} [LL tempestuosus, fr OL tempestus season, weather, storm, 
fr tempus] - tempestuously adv, tempestuousness n 
Templar Aempb/ n a knight of a religious military order founded in 
Jerusalem in the early 1 2th c for the protection of pilgrims and suppressed 
in the 14th c [ME templer, fr OF templier, fr ML templarius, fr L 
templum temple] 

template /'templayt/, templet /'tempht/ n I a short piece or block 
placed honzontally in a wall under a beam to distnbute its weight or 
pressure (e g over a door) 2a a gauge, pattern, or mould used as a guide 
to the form of a piece being made b a molecule (e g of RNA) in a 
biological system that carnes the genetic code for protein or other 
macromolecules c an overlay [template alter (influenced by plate) of 
templet, prob fr F templet, dim. of temple temple of a loom] 

'temple /tempi/ n la a building dedicated to worship among any of 
vanous ancient civilizations (eg the Egyptians, the Greeks, and the 
Romans) and present-day non-Christian itligions (eg Hinduism and 
Buddhism) b often cap any of 3 successive nitional sanctuanes in ancient 
Jerusalem 2 a place devoted or dedicated to a specified purpose 3 chiefly 
NAtn a Reform or Conservative synagogue (ME, fr OE A OF; OE tempel 
A OF temple, fr L templum space marked oat for observation of augunes, 
temple* prob akin to L tempus tune] 

temple n the flattened space on either side of the forehead of some 
mammals (e g human beings) [ME, fr MF. fr (assumed) VL tempula, 
alter, of L tempora (pi) temples; prob akin to L tempor-, tempus time] 
*temple n a device in a loom for keeping the cloth stretched [ME 
tempylle, fr MF temple, prob fr L templum temple (sanctuary), small 
timb^] 
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tempo /'tempoh/ n, pi tempi /-pi/, tempos 1 the speed of a musical piece 
or passage indicated by any of a senes of directions and often by an exact 
metronome marking 2 rate of motion or activity [It, lit., time, fr L 
tempus] 

temporal /'temp(a)r3l/ adj la of time as opposed to eternity or space, 
esp transitory b of earthly life c of lay or secular concerns 2 of 
grammatical tense or a distinction of time (when is a ^ conjunction^ 
(ME, fr L temporalis, fr tempor-, tempus lime, akin to Lilh tempt! to 
stretch, & prob to L tendere to stretch - more at thin] - temporally 
adv 

temporality /.tcmpa'rabti/ n 1 civil or political power as distinguished 
from spintual or ecclesiastical authonty 2 an ecclesiastical property or 
revenue - often pi [iemporal \ -ity] 
temporal lobe n a large lobe at the side of each cerebral hemisphere that 
contains a sensory area associated with heanng and speech [temporal fr 
MF, fr LL temporalis, fr L tempora temples (of the head)] 
'temporary /'tcmp(D)ran, 'tempa.reri/ adj lasting for a limited time [L 
temporanus, fr tempor-, tempus time] - temporarily /'temprarali, tempa- 
'rersli/ adv, temporariness /'tcmp(3)r3nnis, 'tempa.rennis/ n 
^temporary n a temp 

tempor ize, ‘isc /'tempanez/ vi 1 to comply temporanly with the 
demands of the time or occasion 2 to draw out negotiations so as to gam 
time [MF temponser, fr ML temponzare to pass the time, fr L tempor-, 
tempus] - temporizer n, temporization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
tempt /tempt/ vt 1 to entice, esp to evil, by promise of pleasure or gain 
2 to risk provoking the disfavour of (^shouldn't ~ fatey 3a to induce to 
do sthg b to cause to be strongly inclined </ie was to call it quitsy 
c to appeal to, entice <f/je idea me) [ME tcmpten, fr OF tempter, 
tenter, fr L temptare, tentare to feel, try, tempt, akin to L tendere to 
stretch - mor. at liuh] - temptable adj, tempter, temptress n 
temptation /temp'taysh(3)n/ n 1 tempting or being tempted, esp to evil 
2 sthg templing 

tempting /tempting/ adj enticing - temptingly adv 
tempura /tem'pooara, 'tempan)/ n a Japanese dish of seafood or veg- 
etables dipped in batter and fned [Jap tenpura] 
ten /ten/ n 1 nlimblr 2 the tenth in a set or senes <rAe ^ of 
diamondsy 3 sthg having 10 parts or members or a denomination of 10 
4 the number occupying the position 2 to the left of the decimal point in 
the Arabic notation, also, pi this position [ME, fr OE tiene, fr tien, adj, 
ten. akin to OHG zehan ten, L decern, Gk deka, Skt dasa] - ten adj or 
pron, tenfold /-.fohld/ adj or adv, tenth /tenth/ adj or n 
tenable /tenabl/ adj capable of being held, maintained, or defended [F, 
fr OF, fr tenir to hold, fr L tenere - more at thin] - tenableness n, tenably 
adv, tenability /-'bibti/ n 

tenacious /ta'nayshas/ adj 1 tending to stick or cling, esp to another 
substance 2a persistent in maintaining or keeping to sthg valued as 
habitual b retentive <a ^ memory-y [L tcnac-, tenax tending to hold fa.st, 
fr tenere to hold] tenaciously adv, tenaciousness n, tenacity 
/ta'nasoti/ n 

tenaculum /ta'nakyoobm/ n, pi tenacula /-b/, tenaculums a slender 
sharp-pointed hook used mainly in surgery for seizing and holding parts 
(e g arteries) [NL, fr LL, instrument for holding, fr L tenere] 

'tenant /tenant/ n la a holder of real estate by any kind of nght b an 
occupant of lands or property of another; specif sby who rents or leases 
a house or flat from a landlord 2 an occupant, dweller [ME, fr MF. fr 
prp of tenir to hold] - tenantless adj, tenancy /-si/ n 
’tenant vt to hold or inhabit as a tenant - tenantable adj 
.tenant 'farmer n a farmer who works land owned by another and pays 
rent 

tenantry /tenantn/ n sing or pi in constr tenants collectively 
tench /tench/ n, pi tench, tenches a Eurasian freshwater fish related to 
the dace and noted for its ability to survive outside water [ME, fr MF 
tenche, fr LL tinea] 

.Ten Com'mandments n pi the commandments given by God to 
Moses on Mt Sinai, recorded in Ex 20 1'17 
'tend /tend/ vt to have charge of; take care of [ME tenden, short for 
attenden to attend] 

’tend VI 1 to move, direct, or develop one’s course in a specified direction 
2 to show an inclination or tendency - + to, towards, or to and an 
infinitive [ME tenden, fr MF tendre to stretch, fr L tendere ~ more at 
thin] 

tendency /tendansi/ n la a general trend or movement </Ac growing 
for prices to nse faster than wagesy b an inclination or predisposition 
to some particular end, or towards a particular kind of thought or action 
(his books show a ^ to drop into sentimentalityy 2 the purposeful trend 


of sthg wntten or said [ML tendentia, fr L tendent-, tendens, prp of 
tendere] 

tendentious also tendencious /ten'denshas/ adj marked by a tendency 
in favour of a particular point of view - chiefly derog - tendendoHaly adv, 
tendentiousness n 

'tender /tenda/ adj la having a soft or yielding texture; easily broken, 
cut. or damaged b easily chewed 2a physically weak b immature, young 
(children of ^ yearsy 3 fond, loving (a ~ lovery 4a showing care 
regardy b highly susceptible to impressions or emotions (a con- 
sciencey 5a gentle, mild breedingy ironyy b delicate or soft in 
quality or tone da sensitive to touch skiny b sensitive to injury or 
insult pndey c demanding careful and sensitive handling (a ^ 
situationy [ME, fr OF tendre, fr L tener, prob akin to Gk teren soft, tern 
weak, delicate, Skt taruna tender, young] -- tenderly adv, tendemcaa n 
’tender n la a ship employed to attend other ships (eg to supply 
provisions) b a boat or small steamer for communication between shore 
and a larger ship 2 a vehicle attached to a locomotive for carrying a 
supply of fuel and water ['tend v *-er] 

*tender vt 1 to make a tender of 2 to present for acceptance (-^ed Ais 
resignationy ^ w to make a bid (the company for and builds damsy 
[MF tendre to stretch, stretch out. offer - more at 'tend] - ten- 
derer n 

^tender n 1 an unconditional offer in satisfaction of a debt or obligation, 
made to avoid a penalty for nonpayment or nonperformance 2 an ofler, 
proposal c g a a formal esp wntten offer or bid for a contract b a public 
expression of willingness to buy not less than a specified number of shares 
at a fixed pnee from shareholders 3 sthg that may be offered in payment; 
specif money 

'tenderfoot /-.foot/ n. pi tenderfeet /-Sect/ also tenderfoots an inex- 
penenced beginner ['tender i foot, ong sense, sby not hardened to 
frontier or outdoor life] 

.tender-hearted /-'hahtid/ adj easily moved to love, pity, or sorrow - 
tenderheartedly adv 

tender ize, -iae /'tendanez/ vt to make (meat or meat products) tender 
by beating or adding an en/yme that breaks down fibrous tissue - 
tenderizer n, tenderization /-'/aysh(a)n/ n 
tenderloin /tenda.loyn/ n a pork or beef fillet meat 
tendon /'tendan/ n a tough cord or band of dense white fibrous 
connective tissue that connects a muscle with a bone or other part and 
transmits the force exerted by the muscle anatomy [ML tendon-, 
tendo, fr L tendere to stretch - more at thin] - tendinous /lendanas/ 
adj 

tendril /tendral/ n a slender spirally coiling sensitive organ that attaches 
a plant to its support [perh modif of MF tendron, alter of tendon, lit., 
tendon, fr ML tendon-, tendo] - tendriled, tendrillcd adj 
'-tene /-teen/ comb form ( - adj) having (such or so many) chromosomal 
filaments (polyXeney [L taenia nbbon, band - more at taenia] 

’-tene comb form ( « n) stage of mciotic prophase charactenzed by (such) 
chromosomal filaments (diploieney (pachyieney 
tenement /tenamant/ n 1 land or other property held by one person 
from another 2 (a flat in) a large building, esp one meeting minimum 
standards and typically found in the poorer parts of a large city [ME, fr 
MF, fr ML tenementum, fr L tenere to hold - more at thin] 
tenesmus /ta'nezmas/ n an ineffectual urge to defecate or unnate [L, 
fr Gk teinesmos, fr teinein to stretch, strain - more at thin] 
tenet /tenat/ n a pnnciple, belief, or doctnne, esp one held in common 
by members of an organization or group [L, he holds, fr tenere to 
hold] 

.ten-gallon 'hat n cxiwBot hat [fr its great size] 

.ten 'minute .rule n a rule under which an MP may bnefly introduce 
a pnvate member’s bill 

tenner /lena/ n. Br a £10 note, also the sum of £10 - infml 
tennis /terns/ n 1 rfai iennis 2 a singles or doubles game that is 
play^ with rackets and a light elastic ball on a flat court divided by a low 
net sport [ME tenetz, tenys, prob fr AF tenetz take, receive, imper 
of temr to hold, take (called by server to opponent)] 
tennis elbow n inflammauon and pain of the elbow, usu resulting from 
excessive twisting movements of the hand 
'tenon /tenan/ n a projecting part of a piece of material (e g wood) for 
insertion into a mortise [ME, fr OF, fr tenir to hold - more at ten- 
able] 

’tenon vr l to unite by a tenon 2 to cut or fit for insertion in a 
mortise 

'tenon .saw n a woodworking saw that has a reinforced blade and is used 
for making fine cuts 



television 


1010 


Direct terrestrial transmission 

Direct transmission is limited to line of 
sight — that is, the broadcast cannot 
pass through solid objects like hills or 
buildings or go around the curvature of 
the earth. Also, there is increasing 
pressure on the available airspace and 
frequencies for this kind of 
transmission are becoming limited 


Cable or communal aerial 

Where direct transmission is 
impracticable because of intervening 
objects, waves from the mam 
transmitter are picked up by a local 
receiver (perhaps on a hilltop, as here) 
and retransmitted by cable to viewers. 
Cable can also be used as a subscriber 
system, in which viewers pay for films 
or news services. 


Sateiiite 

Satellite transmission enables 
programmes to be distributed over a 
very wide area. The programmes are 
sent on a tight beam directly up to the 
satellite, which then retransmits on a 
wider beam over a whole continent to 
receivers serving groups of houses or 
individual houses. 




satellite 



glass tube 


three electron guns 
(red, blue, and green) 


Colour television 

The picture is created by electron 
beams generated at the back of the 
tube hitting a screen covered with 
fluorescent phosphor dots or strips. 
The beams zigzag across the screen in 
625 lines, creating a complete 
picture 25 times a second. The 
phosphors are of three types (red, 
blue, and green) and glow when they 
are hit by the appropriate electron 
beam. The shadow mask or aperture 
grill ensures that the beams only hit 
phosphors of the right colour. 
Together, the red, blue, and green 
points of light give the appearance of 
a colour picture. 



screen coated with phosphor dots 
or strips 


TELECOMMUNICATION, VIDEO 
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televi8ion<3> 



Teletext 

In Britain Ceefax (BBC) and 
Oracle (ITV) Special TV 
sets receive and display 
'pages' of information 
transmitted at the same time 
as ordinary broadcasts 
These services are free. 


Satellite, cable, and 
subscription or pay TV 

These services will gradually 
become available Cable TV 
enables viewers to participate 
in programmes, for example 
by voting in talent contests 


Camera 

Home movies recorded with 
a camera connected to or 
incorporating a videocassette 
recorder can be shown on the 
television screen. 


Videodisc player 

Prerecorded films and 
programmes on disc are 
'read' by the player and 
displayed on the TV screen 
Picture quality of discs is 
high but It IS not possible to 
record on them in the home 
When linked with a home 
computer there is great 
potential for educational 
purposes 


Videocassette recorder 

Television programmes can 
be recorded and replayed 
Commercially recorded films, 
maga7ines, and educational 
programmes are available. 


Viewdata 

In Britain Prestel (British 
Telecom) This is a 
subscriber system available 
by telephone. 'Pages' of 
information can be dolled 
using a push-button 
control 


Computer 

Data from a 
distant computer 
can be called up 
and displayed 
through the 
telephone 
network. 


Home computer 

The television screen can be 
used as a visual display unit 
for a microprocessor. Some 
home computers can be 
used to create TV games, 
depending on their graphic 
capability. COMPUTER 


Slides and films Games 

Slide and film projectors can A wide range of TV games is 

be linked to the television available 

screen. 



Display screen/ 
picture on picture 

Developments in 
TV technology 
may eventually 
result in much 
larger screens 
A split screen 
display enables 
the viewer to 
monitor other 
channels. 


Remote control 

A remote control 
set not only 
enables the user 
to change 
channels but is 
essential for 
dialling Teletext 
pages. 
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tenor /'tens/ n 1 the course of thought of sthg spoken or wntten 2a the 
next to the lowest part in 4-pan harmony b (sby with) the highest natural 
adult male singing voice c a member of a family of instruments having 
a range next lower than that of the alto 3 a continuance in a course or 
activity [ME, fr OF, fr L tenor uninterrupted course, fr tenere to hold. 
(2) fr the fact that the tenor (continuous part, melodic line) m medieval 
polyphony was assigned to this voice] - tenor adj 
tenor clef nzQ clef placed so as to designate the fourth line of the staff 
as middle C music 

tenpin /'ten.pin/ n a bottle-shaped pin used in tenpin bowling 
[back-formation fr tenpins (tenpin bowling), fr ten pins] 

.tenpin 'bowling n an indoor bowling game using 10 pins and a large 
bail in which each player is allowed to bowl 2 balls in each of 10 
frames 

tenrec /'ten.rck/ n any of numerous small often spiny insect-cating 
mammals of Madagascar [F, fr Malagasy tandraka] 

^tense /tens/ n (a member oO a set of mnectional forms of a verb that 
express distinctions of time [ME tens time, tense, fr MF, fr L tempus - 
more at temporal] 

*tense adj 1 stretched tight, made taut 2a feeling or showing nervous 
tension b marked by strain or suspense 3 articulated with relatively tense 
muscles - used e g of the vowel /ee/ m contrast with the vowel /i/ [L 
tensus, fr pp of tendere to stretch - more at fhin] - tensely adv, 
tenseness n 

Hense vb to make or become tense - often + up 
tpnsile /'tensiel/ adj 1 ductile 2 of or involving tension - tensility 
/ten'sibti/ n 

tensile strength n the greatest tension a substance can bear without 
breaking 

tenelmeter /ten'simita/ n an instrument fur measuring differences of 
vapour pressure [tension ♦ -meter] 

'tension /tenshan/ n la stretching or being stretched to stifTness b 
STRESS la 2a either of 2 balancing forces causing or tending to cause 
extension b the stress resulting from the elongation of an elastic body c 
gas pressure; esp partial prrssurf 3a inner striving, unrest, or imbal- 
ance, often with physiological indication of emotion b latent hostility c 
a balance maintained m an artistic work between opposing forces or 
elements 4 electrical potential (,high ^ > [MF or L, MF, fr L tension-, 
tensio, fr tensus, pp] - tensional adj, tensionless adj 
’tension vt to tighten to a desired or appropriate degree tensioner n 
tensor /'tenso, -.saw/ n 1 a muscle that stretches a body part 2 
mathematical quantity that represents a mapping between 2 vector spaces 
[NL, fr L tensus, pp] 

'tent /tent/ n 1 a collapsible shelter (eg of canvas) stretched and 
supported by poles 2 a canopy or enclosure placed over the head and 
shoulders to retain vapours or oxygen dunng medical treatment [ME 
tente, fr OF, fr L tenta, fern of tentus, pp of tendere to stretch - more at 
thin] - tented adj, tentless adj 
’tent vi to live in a tent ^ vt to cover (as lO with a tent 
tontacle Aentakl/ n 1 any of vanous elongated flexible animal parts, 
chiefly on the head or about the mouth, used for feeling, grasping, etc 2a 
sthg like a tentacle (e g in grasping or feeling out) b a sensitive hair on 
a plant (e g the sundew) [NL tentaculum, fr L tentare to feel, touch, try 
- more at tempt] - tentacled adj, tentacnlRr /ten'takyoob/ adj 
tentative /tentativ/ adj 1 not fully worked out or developed 2 hesitant, 
uncertain <a smilej [ML tentativus, fr L tentatus, pp of tentare] - 
tentative n, tentatively adv 

tenter /'tenta/ n an apparatus used for drying and stretching cloth [ME 
teyntur, tentowre, prob modif (influenced by MF teindre to dye) of ML 
tentura, fr L tentus, pp] 

'tenterhook /-.hook/ n a sharp hooked nail used esp for fastening cloth 
on a tenter - on tenterhooks in a state of uneasiness, strain, or sus- 
pense 

.tenth-'rate /tenth/ adj of the lowest character or quality 
tent ,etitch n a short diagonal stitch used in embroidery and canvas 
work ^ form a solid background of even lines of parallel stitches 
tenuous /'tenyoo-as/ adj 1 not dense in consistency <a ^ fluid) 2 not 
thick <1 ^ rope) 3 having little substance or strength <a ^ bold on 
reality) [L tenuis thin, slight, tenuous ~ more at thin] - tenuously adv, 
tenuousness o, tenuity /ta'nyooh-»ti/ n 

tenure /'tenya/ o la the holding of property, an office, etc b chiefly 
NAm freedom from summary dismissal, esp from a teaching post 2 grasp, 
hold - fml [ME, fr OF tenetire, tenure, fr ML tenitura, fr (assumed) VL 
tenitus, pp of L tenere to hold - more at thin] - tenured adj, tenurlai 
/ta'nyooah-al/ adj 


tenuto/te'nyoohtoh/ adv or ad} in a manner so as to hold a note or chord 
to its full value - used in music [It, fr pp of tenere to hold, fr L 
tenere] 

tepee /'tee.pec/ u a N American Indian conical tent, usu made of skins 
[Dakota tipi, fr ti to dwell + pi to use for] 
tephigram /'teflgram/ n a chart showing vertical vanations of atmos- 
phcnc conditions [T, symbol for temperature ^ phi, name of former 
symbol for entropy ^ -^fram] 

tepid /'tepid/ adj 1 moderately warm (a ^ hath) 2 not enthusiastic <a 
-- interest) [L tepidus, fr tepere to be moderately warm, akin to Ski 
tapati It gives out heat, Olr tess heat] - tepidly adv, tepidness n, tepidity 
/te'pidati/ n 

tequila /ta'keeb/ n 1 a Mexican agave plant cultivated as a source of 
mescal 2 a Mexican spirit made by redistilling mescal [Sp, fr Tequila, 
district of Mexico] 

ter- comb form 3 times, threefold, three (tercentenary) [L, fr ter, akin to 
Gk & Skt tns three times, L tres three - more at turte] 
tera- comb form billion ( lO'O (teraton) <teraherf7> physic s [ISV, 
fr Gk terat-, teras marvel, monster, akin to Lith keras enchantment] 
terat-, terato- comb form monster, monstrosity <terato/o^y> [Gk. fr 
terat-, teras] 

teratogen /ta'ratajan/ n sthg that causes developmental malformations 
in foetuses - teratogenesis /.tersla'jcn.'isis/ n, teratogenic /-'jenik/ adj, 
teratogenicity /-p'vws^w/ n 

teratology /.tera'tobji/ n the study of malformations m foetuses [Gk 
terat-, teras ^ ISV -logy] ■ teratologist n, teratological /.terDta'Iojikl/ 
adj 

teratoma /.tcr^'tohm^/ n a tumour derived from embryonic tissues and 
made up of a mixture of several types of tissue [NL, fr Gk terat-, teras] 
- teratomatous /-mat.vs/ adj 

terbium^ /'tuhbi-am/ n a usu tnvalent metallic clement of the rare-earth 
group PtRioDic lAiiiE [NL, fr Ytterby, town in Sweden] 
terce /tubs/ n, often cap the third of the canonical hours observed at 9 
am (ME, third, icrcc - more at iilrc t] 
tercel /'tuhsl/ n a male of any of various hawks (e g the peregnne fait on), 
esp when used m falconry [ME tercel, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL tertiolus, 
fr dim of L tertius third; perh fr the belief that the third egg of a clutch 
produced a male bird] 

tercentenary /.tuhsen'tcennn, -'tenari/ n a” 300th anniversary or its 
celebration - tercentenary ad) 

tercentennial /.tuhsen'teni al/ n a tercentenary tercentennial adj 
tercet /’tuhsit/ n a unit or group of 3 lines of verse [It terzetto, fr dim 
of terzo third, fr L tertius - more at ihird] 

terebene /'tcrabeen/ n a mixture of terpencs from oil of turpentine [F 
terebenc, fr tcrebmthe terebinth] 

terebinth /'terabmlh/ n a small European tree of the sumach family 
yielding turpentine [ME tcrebynt, fr MF teiebinthe, fr L terebinthus - 
more at turppniinl] 

terebinthine /.lera’binthicn/ adj consisting of or resembling turpentine 
[L tcrebinthinus of the terebinth] 

teredo /ta'raydoh/ n, pi teredos, teredines /l,Vredinecz/ a shipworm [L 
teredin-, teredo, fr Gk teredon, akin to Gk tetraincin to bore - more at 
throw] 

terete /t^'rcct/ adj, of a plant or animal part approximately cylindrical 
with a smooth surface [L teret-, teres well lunicd, rounded, akin to L 
terere to rub - more at throw] 

tergiversate /'tuhjiv3.sayt, -giv-/ vi I to become a renegade 2 to act 
evasively or equivocally USE fml [L tergiversatus, pp of tcrgiversan to 
turn the back, shuffle, fr tergum back ♦ veraare to turn, fr versus, pp of 
verterc to turn - more at 'worth] - tergiversator n, tergiversation 
/-'saysh(3)n/ n 

tergum /'tuhgsm/ n, pi terga /-ga/ the plate forming the back surface 
of a segment of an arthropod [NL, fr L, b|ck] - tergal adj 
'term Auhm/ n la an end, termination; a/so, a time assigned for sthg (e g 
payment) b the time at which a pregnancy ef normal length ends (had 
her baby at full ^ > 2a a limited or definite; extent of lime; esp the time 
for which sthg lasts (medium-term credit) ban estate or interest held for 
a term c any one of the penods of the year during which the courts are 
in session 3 any of (he usu 3 penods of instruction into which an academic 
year is divided 4a a mathematical expression connected to another by a 
plus or minus sign b an expression that forms part of a fraction or 
proportion or of a senes or sequence 5 a concept, word, or phrase 
appeanng as subject or predicate in a logical proposition 6a a word or 
expression with a precise meaning; esp one peculiar to a restricted field 
(legal ^ s > b pi diction of a specified kind (spoke in flattering - s> 7 
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pi provisions relating to an agreement of sale}, also agreement on 
such provisions 8 pi mutual relationship <on good with him) [ME 
tame boundary, end, fr OF, fr L terminus, akin to Gk termon boundary, 
end, Skt tarati he crosses over - more at ihrough] - in terms expressly, 
explicitly ~ in terms of in relation to, concerning 
*term vt to apply a term to; call (^wouldn't ^ it difficulf) 
termagant /tuhmagont/ n 1 cap a violent character in English miracle 
plays representing an Islamic deity 2 an overbeanng or nagging woman 
[ME) 

terminable /tuhmmabl/ adj capable of being terminated [ME, fr 
terminen to terminate, fr OF terminer, fr L termmare] - terminable- 
ness n 

'terminal Auhminl/ adj la of or being an end, extremity, boundary, or 
terminus b growing at the end of a branch or stem (a ^ bud) 2a of or 
occurnng in a term or each term b occurnng at or causing the end of life 
cancer} 3 occurnng at or being the end of a penod or senes [L 
terminalis, fr terminus] ~ terminally adv 
^terminal n 1 a device attached to the end of a wire or cable or to an 
electneal apparatus for convenience in making connections 2 the end of 
a earner line (e g shipping line or airline) with its associated buildings and 
facilities ithe West London a/r ~ > 3 a device (e g a telepnnter) through 
which a user can communicate with a computer 
terminate Auhmmayt/ vt la to bnng to an end b to form the 
conclusion of 2 to serve as an ending, limit, or boundary of vi 1 to 
extend only to a limit (e g a point or line), esp to reach a terminus <tbis 
tram ^sat Glasgow} 2 to come to an end in time - often + in or with 
ithe coalition -^d with the election} 3 to form an ending or outcome - 
often 4 in or with <//ie match -- d with the champion winning} [L termin- 
atus, pp of terminarr fr terminus] - termination /-‘naysh(3)n/ n 
terminator Auhmi,nayta/ u the dividing line between the illuminated 
and the unilluminaled part of the moon or other celestial body [tfrmin 
A ir ♦ ‘-or] 

terminology /.tuhmi'nobji/ n the technical terms used in a particular 
subject [ML terminus term, expression (fr 1.. boundary, limit) E -o- + 
■logy] - terminological /-na'lojikl/ adj, tcrminologically adv 
'term in.surance n insurance for a specified penod; specif, chiefly Br 
life insurance under which payment is made only if the insured dies within 
a specified penod 

terminus /"tubminas/ n, pi termini /-me/, terminuses 1 a finishing 
point, an end 2 a post or stone marking a boundary 3 (the station, town, 
or city at) the end of a transport line or travel route 4 an extreme point 
or element [L, boundary, end - more at ikrm] 
termite rium /.tuhmi'teon am, -mie-/ n. pi termitaria /-n a/ a termites’ 
nest [NL] 

termite /'tuh.miet/ n any of numerous often destructive pale-coloured 
soft-bodied insects that live in colonics and feed on wood [NL Termit-, 
Termes, genus of termites, fr LL, a worm that eats wood, alter, of L 
tarmit-, tarmes, akin to Gk tetrainetn to bore - more at throw] 
termless /'tuhmlis/ adj 1 having no term or end, boundless, unending 

2 unconditioned, unconditional 

.terms of 'reference n pi the precise delineation of competence (e g of 
a committee) 

tern /tuhn/ n any of numerous water birds that are smaller than the 
related gulls and have a black cap, a white body, and often forked tails 
[of Scand origin; akin to Dan teme tern] 

ternary /'tuhnan/ adj la of or proceeding by threes b threefold c 
temate 2 using 3 as the base <a ^ logarithm} 3 third in order or rank 
[ME, fr L temarius, fr term three each, akin to L tres three - more at 
three] 

ternate /'tuhnayt/ adj ^ pranged in threes leaves} 2 composed of 

3 leaflets or subdivisions plant [NL ternatus, fr ML, pp of temare 
to treble, fr L temi] - tcmately adv 

terne /tuhn/ n temeplate 

'tarna, plate /-.playt/ n sheet iron or steel plated with an infenor alloy 
of about 4 parts lead to 1 part tin [prob fr F teme dull (fr MF, fr temir 
to tarnish) + E plate] 

tarotachnology /.terohtek'nobji/ n a branch of technology that deals 
with the efficient mstallation and operation of equipment [Gk rerein to 
watch over E -o- + technology] 

tarpana Auh,peen/ n any of various hydrocarbons present in essential 
oils (e g from conifers) and used esp as solvents and in organic synthesis 
[ISV tap- (fr G terpentin turpentine, fr ML terbenUna) f -ene - more 
at turpentine] - terpeaic /tuh'peenik, -'pe-/ adj, terpenoid /tuhpanoyd, 
tuh'peenoyd/ adj or a 

tarpnichoraan /.tuhpsika'ree-an, .tuhpsrkawri*an/ adj of dancing 


[Terpsichore, the muse of dancing and choral song, fr L, fr Gk Terpsi- 
chore] 

tarra alba /.tera 'alba/ n any of several earthy white mineral substances 
(c g gypsum or kaolin) [NL, lit , white earth] 

'terraca /'tens/ n 1 a relatively level paved or planted area adjoining a 
building 2 a raised embankment with a level top 3 a level usu narrow 
and steep-fronted area bordenng a nver, sea, etc 4a a row of houses or 
flats on raised ground or a sloping site b a row of similar hoases joined 
into 1 building by common walls c a street [MF, pile of earth, platform, 
terrace, fr OProv terrassa, fr terra earth, fr L, earth, land, akin to L torrere 
to parch - more at i hirst] 

’terrace vt to make into a terrace 

'terraced adj being any of a continuous row of dwellings connected by 
common sidewalls and forming a continuous row houses} 
terracotta /.tera'kota/ n 1 an unglazed brownish red fired clay used esp 
for statuettes and vases and as a building matenal 2 brownish orange [It 
terra cotta, lit , baked earth] 

.terra 'firma /'fuhma/ n dry land, solid ground [NL, lit , solid land] 
terrain /ta'rayn/ n 1 (the physical features oQ an area of land 2 an 
environment, milieu [F, land, ground, fr L terrenum, fr ncut of terrenus 
of earth, fr terra] 

terra incognita /.tera mkog'neeta. in'kogniU/ n, pi tarraa incognitae 
/.ten inkog'neeti, in'kogniti/ an unexplored country or field of 
knowledge [L] 

terrapin /'tcrapin/ n any of several small edible freshwater reptiles of the 
same order as, and similar to, tortoises but adapted for swimming [of 
Algonquian ongin, akin to Delaware torope turtle] 
terrarium /la'rcan am/ n, pi terraria /-n a/, terrariums a vivanum for 
land-dwelling animals [NL, fr L terra + -anum] 
terrazzo /terahtsoh/ n a mosaic floonng made by embedding and 
polishing small pieces of marble or granite in mortar [It, lit., terrace, perh 
fr OProv terrassa] 

terreplein /'tes.playn/ n the level space behind a parapet of a rampart 
where guns are mounted [MF, fr Olt terrapieno, fr ML terraplenum, fr 
terra plenus filled with earth] 

terrestrial /ta'restn al/ adj la of the earth or its inhabitants b mundane, 
prosaic 2a of land as distinct from air or water b of orgamsms living on 
or in land or soil 3 of a planet like the earth in density, composition, etc 
[ME, fr L terrestns, fr terra earth - more at terrace] - terrestrial /i, 
terrestrially adv 

terrible /'tcrabl/ adj la exciting intense fear, terrifying b formidable in 
nature <,a ^ responsibility} c requinng great fortitude <a ^ order); also 
severe winter} 2 extreme, great <a ^ amount of trouble arranging 
all this} 3 of very poor quality, awful <a ^ performance}, also highly 
unpleasant USE {2A3) infml [ME, fr MF, fr L tembilis, fr terrere to 
fnghten - more at terror] - terribleness a 
terribly /"terabli/ adv very < - lucky} - infml 
terricolous /te'nkalas, t9-/ adj living on or in the ground [L temcola 
earth-dweller, fr terra earth -e colere to inhabit - more at wheel] 
terrier /"ten-a/ n 1 (a member oO any of vanous breeds of usu small dogs, 
ong used by hunters to dnvc out small furred game from underground 
2 usu cap, Br a terntonal [(1) F (chien) temer, lit , earth dog, fr temer 
of earth, fr ML terranus, fr L terra, (2) by shortening ft alter.] 
terrific /ta'nfik/ adj 1 exciting fear or awe 2 extraordmarily great or 
intense 3 unusually fine USE {2A3) infml [L temficus, fr terrere to 
fnghten] - terrifically adv 

terrify / tenfie/ vt 1 to fill with terror or apprehension 2 to drive or 
impel by menacing: scare, deter [L temficare, fr temficus] - terrifyiRgly 
adv 

terrigenous /ta'njanas/ adj being or relating to sediment on the sea floor 
derived directly from erosion of the land surface [L temgena earthbom, 
fr terra earth gignere to beget - more at kin] 
terrine /ta'reen/ n 1 an earthenware baking dish 2 a food, esp p4t^ 
cooked in a temne [F - more at tureen] 

'territorial /,ten'tawn-al/ adj la of temtory or land b of private 
property magnates} 2a of or restricted to a particular area or district 
b exhibiting temtonality < -- birds} - territorially adv 
’territorial n a member of a terntonal army, esp the Terntonal Army and 
Volunteer Reserve 

,terri.torlal 'army n a voluntary force organized by a locality to provide 
a trained army reserve that can be mobilized in an emergency 
Territorial Army and Volunteer Reserve n the present-day 
British territorial army 

territoriality /.teiitawn'alati/ n (the pattern of behaviour associated 
with) the defence of a terntory ['terriiorial + -mf] 
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.terri,torial 'waters n pi the waters under the sovereign jurisdiction of 
a nation 

territory /'terit(9)ri/ /i la a geographical area under the junsdiction of 
a government b an administrative subdivision of a country c a part of 
the USA not included within any state but with a separate legislature 2a 
an indeterminate geographical area b a field of knowledge or interest c 
a geographical area having a specified charactenstic <Jii Rolls Royce ^ 

- AnnBbely 3a an assigned area; esp one in which an agent or dislnbutor 
operates b an area, often including a nesting site or den, occupied and 
defended by an animal or group of animals [ME, fr L temtonum, lit , 
land round a town, prob fr terra land * -tonum (as in praetonum) - more 
at terracf] 

terror Aera/ n 1 a state of intense fear 2 sby or sthg that inspires fear 
3 REIGN OF TERROR 4 revolutionary violence (e g the planting of bombs) 
5 an appalling person or thing, esp a brat - infml [ME, fr MF terreur, 
fr L terror, fr terrere to frighten, akin to Gk trein to be afraid, flee, tremein 
to tremble - more at fremble] 

terrorism Aera.nz(a)m/ n the systematic use of terror, esp as a means 
of coercion - terrorist adj or n, terroristic /-'nstik/ adj 
terror-ize, -ise Aera.riez/ vr 1 to fill with terror or anxiety 2 to coerce 
by threat or violence - terrorization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
'terror*, stricken adj overcome with an uncontrollable terror 
terror*, struck adj terror-stncken 

terry /'ten/ n an absorbent fabnc with uncut loops on both faces [pcrh 
modif of F tire, pp of tirer to draw - more at tirade] - terry adj 
terse /tubs/ adj concise, also brusque, curt [L tersus clean, neat, fr pp 
of tergere to wipe off; akin to Gk trogein to gnaw, L terere to rub - more 
at throw] >- tersely adv, terseness n 
tertien /'tuhsh(a)n/ adj, of malanal symptoms recurnng at approxi- 
mately 48-hour intervals (ME terdan, fr L tertianus, lit . of the third, fr 
tertius third - more at niiRD] 

'tertiery Auhshan/ n I sby belonging to a monastic third order 2 cap 
the Tertiary penod or system of rocks 
’tertisry a4^‘ la of third rank, importance, or value b of higher education 
c of or being a service industry - compare primary, secondary 2 cap 
of or being the first period of the Camozoic era or the corresponding 
system of rocks evolution 3 occurnng in or being a third stage 
[L tertianus of or containing a third, fr tertius third] 
tertiary consumer n a carnivore that eats another carnivore - compare 

PRIMARY CONSUMER, SECONDARY CONSUMER FOOD 

,tertiary 'syphiiis n the third stage of syphilis marked by ulcers and 
tumours of the skin and usu skeletal, cardiovascular, and nervous dis- 
orders (e g locomotor ataxia) 

tertium quid /.tuhshi-^m 'kwid, .tuhti-am/ n a middle course or inter- 
mediate element [LL, lit., third something] 
tervalent /tuh'vaybnt/ adj tnvalent 

Teryiene Aersleen, -lin/ trademark - used for a synthetic polyester 
textile fibre 

tarza rima /.tuhtsa 'reema/ n a verse form consisting of tercets, usu in 
iambic penumeter [It, lit., third rhyme] ^ 

tesla /'tesb/ n the SI unit of magnetic flux density — physic's 
[Nikola Tesla tl943 US electnaan & mventor] 
tessallata /tesalayt/ vt to make into or decorate with mosaic [LL 
tessellatus, pp of tessellare to pave with tesserae, fr L tessella, dim. of 
tessera] - tesaeUtion /-'bysh(3)n/ n 
tessellated /tesajaytid/ adj chequered 

tessera /'tesara/ n, pi tenerae /-n/ a small piece of marble, glass, etc 
used in mosaic [L. prob deriv of Gk tessares four - more at FouRfTr its 
having four comers] 

tessitura /,tesa't(y)ooara/ n the part of the register in which most of the 
notes of a melody or voice part lie or in which a voice or instrument 
naturally sounds its best [It, lit., texture, fr L textura - more at 
texture] 

'test /test/ n la a critical examination, observation, or evaluation b a 
basis for evaluation 2 a means or instance of testing: e g a a procedure 
used to identify a substance ^iodine for the presence of starchy b a 
series of questions or exercises for measunng the knowledge, intelligence, 
etc of an individual or group c test match 3 chiefly Br a cupel [ME. 
vessel in which metals were assayed, cupel, fr MF, fr L testum earthen 
vessel; akin to L testa earthen pot, shell, iexere to weave - more at 
technical] 

’test vt to put to the test; try s mypatiencey (wet roads that ^ a car’s 
tyres} ^ vt to apply a test as a means of analysis or diagnosis - often 
for • testable a4j* n 


*test n an external hard or firm covering (e g a shell) of an invertebrate 
(e g a mollusc) [L testa shell] 

tOSta /'testa/ n, pi testae /'testi/ the hard external coat of a seed [NL, 
fr L. shell] 

testaceous /te'stayshas/ adj la having a shell b ctinsisling of shell, 
chalk, or other calcium-nch matenal 2 light brown [L testaceus, fr testa 
shell, earthen pot, bnck] 
testacy Aestasi/ n being tesute 

testament /'testamant/ n 1 cap either of the 2 mam divisions of the 
Bible 2 a tangible proof or tnbute 3 a will 4 archaic a covenant between 
God and man [ME, fr LL & L, LL testamentum covenant with God, holy 
senpture, fr L, last will, fr testan to be a witness, call to witness, make 
a will, fr testis witness, akin to L tres three & to L stare to stand, fr the 
witness's standing by as a third party in a litigation - more at thref., 
stand] - testamentary /-'ment(a)n/ adj 

testate Aestayt/ adj having made a valid will [ME. fr L testatus, pp of 
testan to make a will] 

testator /te'stayu/, fern testatrix /te'staytnks/ n sby who leaves a will 
[ME testatour, fr AF, fr LL testator, fr L testatus, pp] 

'test ,ban n a self-imposed ban on the atmospheric testing of nuclear 
weapons 

'test*, bed n a piece of equipment for testing a component separately from 
Its intended working environment 

'test .card n a geometric pattern or fixed picture broadcast by a television 
transmitting station to facilitate the testing or adjustment of receivers 
'teat .case n a representative case whose outcome is likely to serve as a 
precedent 

testcross /'tcst,kros/ n a genetic cross between a homozygous recessive 
individual and a corresponding suspected heterozygote to determine the 
genetic constitution of the latter - testcro&s /,-'-/ vt 
'test-.drive W 'test*, drove; 'test*, driven to drive (a motor vehicle) before 
buying in order to evaluate suitability 

testad /'testid/ adj subjected to or qualified through testing - often in 
combination <t/me-testcd pnncipics > 

taster /'testa/ n the canopy over a bed, pulpit, or altar [ME, fr MF 
testiere headpiece, head covenng, fr teste head, fr LL testa skull, fr L, shell 
- more at 'test] 

testicle /'testikl/ n a testis, e^ of a mammal and usu with its enclosing 
structures (e g the scrotum) _/ RFPRODuc^WbN [ME testicule, fr L 
testiculus, dim. of /es/is] - testicular /te'stikyoold/ adj 
testify /'testifie/ vi la to make a statement based on personal knowledge 
or belief b to serve as evidence or pnwf 2 to make a solemn declaration 
under oath <** vt la to bear witness to b to serve as evidence of 2 to make 
known (a personal conviction) 3 to declare under oath [ME testifien, fr 
L testifican, fr testis witness] - testifier n 
'testimonial /.testi'mohnyal, -ni al/ adj 1 of or constituting testimony 2 
expressive of appreciation, gratitude, or esteem (a - dinner} 
’testimonial n 1 a letter of recommendation 2 an expression of appreci- 
ation or esteem (e g in the form of a gift) 
testimony /'testimani/ n la firsthand authentication of a fact b an 
outward sign, evidence (is of his abilities} c a sworn statement by a 
witness 2 a public declaration of religious expenence [ME, fr LL & L, 
LL testimonium Decalogue, fr L, evidence, witness, fr testis witness - 
more at testameni] 

testis /'testis/ n, pi testes /'testeez/ a male reproductive gland -J/ 
reproduction [L, witness, testis, perh fr its being evidence of 
vinlity] 

'test .match n any of a senes of international matches, esp cncket 
matches 

testosterone /te'stostarohn/ n a male steroid hormone, produced by 
the testes or made synthetically, that induces and maintains male second- 
. ary sex characters [fesfts ^ -o- ^ sterol + none] 

'test .pilot n a pilot who specializes in putting new or expenmental 
aircraft through manoeuvres designed to test them by producing strains 
in excess of normal 

'test-, tube adj, of a baby conceived by artificial insemination, esp outside 
the mother's body 

'test .tube a a thin glass tube closed at 1 end and used in chemistry, 
biology, etc 

testudo /te'styoohdoh/ n, pi testudoa an overhead cover of overlapping 
shields or a movable roofed shelter used by the ancient Romans to protect 
an attacking force [L testudin-, testudo, lit., tortoise, tortoise shell; akin 
to L testa shell - more at 'test) 

testy Aesti/ adj impatient, ilUhumoured [ME testi f, fr AF, headstrong, 
fr OF teste head - more at tester] - testily adv, testincM n 
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tetanic /te'tanik/ adj of, being, or tending to produce teunus or tetany 
• tctanlcally adv 

tetanus /'tet(a)n3s/ n 1 (the bacterium, usu introduced through a 
wound, that causes) an infectious disease charactenzed by spasm of 
voluntary muscles, esp of the jaw 2 prolonged contraction of a muscle 
resulting from rapidly repeated motor impulses [ME, fr L, fr Gk tetanos, 
fr tetanos stretched, rigid; akin to Gk teinein to stretch - more at thin] 

- teUnize /-icz/ vt 

tetany /'tet(3)ni/ n muscle spasm usu associated with deficient secretion 
of parathyroid hormones [ISV, fr L tetanus] 

tetchy /'techi/ adj irntably or peevishly sensitive [perh fr obs tetch 
(habit, bad habit), prob fr ME tecche, tache, fr MF teche, tache stain, spot, 
fr OF] - tetchily adv, tetchineas n 

'tdte-A-tftte /,tet ah 'tet, tayt ah atayl/ adv or adj (in) pnvate [adv F, lit . 
head to head, adj fr adv] 

’t6te-ll-tMe It 1 a pnvate conversation between 2 people 2 a seat (e g a 
sofa) designed for 2 people to sit facing each other 
.tdte-'b^he /besh/ adj or adv of a pair of stamps inverted in relation 
to one another [F, n, pair of inverted stamps, fr tete head + -beche, alter 
of MF bechevet head against foot] 

Hether /'tedha/ n 1 a rope, chain, etc by which an animal is fastened so 
that It can move only within a set radius 2 the limit of one's strength or 
resources - chiefly in the end of one's tether [ME tethir, prob of Scand 
ongin, akin to ON tjdthr tether, akin to OHG zeotar pole of a wagon] 
'tether vt to fasten or restrain (as iQ by a tether 
tetra-, tetr- comb form 1 four, having 4, having 4 parts (teiragonafy 2 
containing 4 atoms, groups, or chemical equivalents in the molecular 
structure <tetroj[ide> [ME, fr L. fr Gk, akin to Gk tettares four - more 
at kwr] 

tetrachord /'tetra.kawd/ ri a diatonic senes of 4 notes with an interval 
of a perfect fourth between the first and last [Gk tetrachordon, fr neut 
of tetrachordos of four stnngs, fr tetra- * c horde stnng - more at 
yarn] 

tetracycline /.tetra'sieklecn/ n any of several broad-spectrum antibiot- 
ics obtained esp from a soil bactenum [ISV tetracychc -me] 
tetrad /'tetrad/ n a group or arrangement of 4 cells, atoms, etc [Gk 
tetrad-, tetras, fr tetra-] ~ tetradic /te'lradik/ adj 
tetraethyl lead /,tetr3,eihal 'led/ n a poisonous liquid used as a petrol 
additive to prevent knocking in tntcmal-combustton engines 
tetragonal /te'traganl/ adj (charactcnstic) of the tetragonal system [LL 
tetragonahs having four angles and four sides, fr tetragonum quadrangle, 
fr Gk tetragonon, fr neut of tetragonos tetragonal, fr tetra- * gonia angle 

- more at <K)n] ~ tetragonally adv 

te'tragonal .system n a crystal system charactenzed by 3 axes at right 
angles of which only 2 axes are equal 
tetragrammaton /.tetra'gramaton/ n the 4 Hebrew letters, usu trans- 
literated YHWH or JHVH, used to refer to God in the Old Testament 

- compare yahwfh [ME, fr Gk, fr neut of tetragrammatcK having four 
letters, fr tetra- + grammat-, gramma letter - more at ’cjram] 

tetrahedron /tetra'heedran/ n. p! tetrahedrons, tetrahedra /-dra/ a 
polyhedron of 4 faces mathlmatics [NL, fr LGk tetraedron, neut 
of tetraedros having four faces, fr Gk tetra- ♦- hedra seat, face - more at 
sit] - tetrahedral adj 

tetrahydrocannabinol /, tetra, hiedraka'nabinol/ a a hallucinogenic 
drug that is the mam active constituent of manjuana [tetrahydro- 
(combined With four atoms of hydrogen) * cannabm > -of] 
tetralogy /te'trabji/ n a senes of 4 connected works (e g novels) [Gk 
tetralogia, fr tetra- + -logta -logy] 

tetra merous /te'tramaras/ adj having or charactenzed by (sets, or 
multiples oO 4 parts fJowersy [NL tetramerus, fr Gk tetrameres^ fr 
tetra- + meros part - more at merit] 

tetrameter /te'tramita/ n a line of verse consisting of 4 measures of 2 
feet or of 4 metncal feet (Gk tetrametron, fr neut of tetrametros having 
four measures, fr tetra- metron measure - more at measure] 
tetraploid /'tetraployd/ adj having or being a chromosome number 4 
times the haploid number [|SV] > tetraploid n, tetraploidy n 
tetrapod /'tetra.pod/ n a vertebrate animal with 2 pairs of limbs [NL 
tetrapodus, fr Gk tetrapod-, tetrapous four-footed, fr tetra- 4 pod-, pous 
foot - more at foot] 

tatrarch /'tetrahk/ n a subordinate prince [ME, fr L tetrarcha, fr Gk 
tetrarch^, fr tetra- 4 -archa -arch] > tetrar^ic /te'trahkik/ adj 
tetratomic /.tetra'tomik/ adj having 4 (replaceable) atoms (in the 
molecular structure) [ISV] 

tctravalant /.tetra'vaylant/ adj having a valency of 4 [ISV] 
tetter /'teta/ n any of various pustular skin diseases (eg eczema or 


herpes) - not used technically [ME leter, fr OE, akin to OE teran to 
tear] 

Teuton /’tyoohlon/ n 1 a member of an ancient prob Germanic or Oltic 
people 2 a German [L Teutoni, pi] - Teutonic /tyooh'tonik/ adj 
Teutonic /tyotjh'tomk/ n Germanic 

tex /icks/ n a unit of weight that is a measure of the fineness of textile 
yams - compare denilr (F. fr textile textile] 
text /tekst/ n 1 (a work containing) the onginal written or printed words 
and form of a literary composition 2 the mam body of pnnted or wntien 
matter, esp on a page or in a book 3a a passage of Senpture chosen esp 
for the subject of a sermon or in authontative support of a do^tnne h a 
passage from an authontative source providing a theme (e g for a speech) 

4 a textbook 5 a theme, topic [ME, fr MF texte, fr ML textus, fr L, 
texture, context, fr textus, pp of texerc to weave - more at techni 
cal] 

^'textbook /-.book/ n a book used in the study of a subject; specif one 
containing a presentation of the principles of a subject and used by 
students 

'textbook adj confoimmg to the principles or descnptions in textbooks, 
e g a ideal ftned hard to be a ^ Mum) b typical 
textile /‘tekstiel/ n 1 cioth I, esp a woven or knitted cloth 2 a fibre, 
filament, or yarn used in making cloth [L, fr neut of texnhs woven, fr 
textus. pp of texere] 

textual /’tekstyooal, 'tekschooal/ adj of or based on a text [ME, fr ML 
textus text] - textually adv 

.textual 'criticism n 1 the study of a literary work that aims to 
establish the onginal text 2 criticism of literature emphasizing a close 
reading and analysis of the text 

'texture /'tekscha/ n 1 the structure formed by the threads of a fabnc 
2 identifying quality, character (the ^ of American culturey 3a the size 
or organization of the constituent particles of a body or substance <a soil 
that IS coarse m ^ > b the visual or tactile surface characteristics of slhg, 
esp fabnc (the ^ of an oil pamtingy (the roughish -- of tweedy 4a the 
distinctive or identifying part or quality (the nch - of his prosey b a 
pattern of musical sound created by notes or lines played or sung together 
(L textura, fr textus, pp of texere to weave - more at tfchnical] - 
textural adj, textured adj 
'texture vt to give a particular texture to 

textured vegetable protein n a vegetable substance made from high 
protein (soya) beans that is used as a meat substitute 
'-th /-th/, -eth /-ith/ su/Ux ( -■» adj) - used in forming ordinal numbers 
(hundredxhy (fortiethy [ME -the. -te, fr OE -tha, -ta, akin to OHG -do 
-th. L -tus, Gk -tos, Skt -tha] 

*-th, -eth suffix (— n) - used in forming fractions (a fomethy(two 
hundredths of an inchy 

’-th suffix (— /?) 1 act or process of <^romh> <b/rth> 2 state or condition 
of (dcarthy (filthy [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG -ida, suffix forming abstract 
nouns. L -ta, Gk -te. Ski -fa] 

Thai /tie/j)^ 1 a native or inhabitant of Thailand 2 the language of 
Thailand LANGUAnE - Thai adj 
thalamus /"thabmas/ n, pi thalami /-mic/ the subdivision of the 
midbrain that forms a coordinating centre through which different nerve 
impulses are directed to appropnate parts of the brain cortex [NL, tr Gk 
thaJamos inner chamber] - thalamic /tha'lamik/ adj 
thalassaemia /.thab'seemya, -mi-a/ n a hereditary anaemia common 
m Mediterranean regions and charactenzed esp by abnormally small red 
blood cells [NL, fr Gk thalassa sea f NL -.T/n/a] 
thalassic /tha’lasik/ adj 1 of deep seas < - llshesy 2 of inland seas < -- 
civili/ationsy [F thalassique, fr Gk r/ia/assa] 
thaler /'lahb/ n a taler 

' thalidomide /tha'lidamied/ adj or n (of or affected by) a sedative and 
hypnotic drug found to cause malformation of infants bom to mothers 
using It dunng pregnancy [n phthahe acid -id- (fr imide) ^ -o- ♦ un/de; 
adj fr n] 

thall-, thallo- comb form thallium <thall/c'> [NL] 
thallium /'thali-am/ n a poisonous metallic element chemically resem- 
bling lead C!!** PERIODIC TABi E [NL, denv of Gk thallos green shoot, 
fr the bnght green line in its spectrum] - thallic Ahalik/ adj, thallous 
adj 

thallophyte /'thabfiet/ n any of a primary group of living things with 
^ant body, typically a thallus. that includes the algae, fungi, and lichens 
PLANT [denv of Gk thallos 4 phyton plant - more at phyt-] - 
thallophytic /-'fitik/ adj 

thallus /'thalas/ n, pi thalU /-lie, -li/, thalluses a plant body (e g of an 
alga) that lacks differentiation into distinct tissues or parts (e g stem or 
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leaves) [NL. fr Gk thallos, fr thaHan to sprout, akin to Alb dal 1 come 
forth] - thalloid /'thaloyd/ adj 

'than /dhan, strong dhan/ conj la - used with comparatives to indicate 
the second member or the member taken as the point of departure in a 
companson (^older ^ I a/n> ^easier said ^ doney b used to indicate 
difference of kind, manner, or degree {would star\e rather begy 2 
rather than - usu only after prefer, preferable 3 other than, but {no 
alternative ^ to sack himy 4 chiefly NAm from - usu only after different, 
differently [ME than, then then, than - more at thfn] 

*than prep in companson with {older mey{less HOOCb 
Thanatos /'thanatos/ n instinctual desire for death - compare eros 1 
(Ck, death; akin to Skt adhvanit it vanished. L fumus smoke] 
thana aAso thegn /thayn/ n 1 a free retainer of an Anglo-Saxon lord, esp 
one holding lands m exchange for military service 2 a Scottish feudal lord 
[ME theyn, fr OE thegn, akin to OHG thegan thane, Gk tiktein to bear, 
beget] - thaneship n 

thank /thangk/ vt 1 to express gratitude to ~ used in thank you, usu 
without a subject, to express gratitude politely you foriheloany, used 
in such phrases as thank Ood, thank heaven, usu without a subject, to 
express the speaker's or wnter's pleasure or satisfaction in sthg 2 to hold 
responsible {had only himself to ^ for his loss') [ME than ken. fr OE 
thancian; akin to OE thane gratitude - more at i hanks] - thanker n 
thankful /'thangkf(a)l/ adj 1 conscious of benefit received, grateful 2 
feeling or expressing thanks 3 well pleased, glad {he was ^ that the room 
was darky - thankfulness n 

thankfully /'thangkf][a)li/ adv it is a matter for relief that {but ^ things 
have changed - Honeyy 

thankless Ahangkiis/ adj 1 not expressing or feeling gratitude 2 not 
likely to obtain thanks, unappreciated, also unprofitable, futile {it\ a 
job trying to grow tomatoes in England out of doorsy - thanklessly adv, 
thanklessness n 

thanks n pi I kindly or grateful thoughts; gratitude 2 an expression of 
gratitude {received with the sum of £50y ~ often in an utterance 
containing no verb and serving as a courteous and somewhat informal 
expression of gratitude {many ^ > [pi of ME thank, fr OE thane thought, 
gratitude; akin to OHG dank gratitude, L tongere to know] - no thanks 
to not as a result of any benefit conferred by {he feels better now. no 
thanks to you) - thanks to 1 with the help of Ohanks to modern 
medicine, man 's life span is growing longery 2 owing to {our arrival was 
delayed, thanks to the fogy 

thanksgiving /thangks'givmg , '—/ n 1 an expression of gratefulness, 
esp to God 2 a prayer of gratitude 

Thanksgiving Day n a day appointed for giving thanks for divine 
goodness, eg a the fourth Thursday in November observed as a public 
holiday in the USA b the second Monday in October observed as a public 
holiday in Canada 

Thank', you n a polite expression of one’s gratitude [fr the phrase (/) 
thank you, used in expressing gratitude] 
thar /thah/, tahr /lah/ n a Himalayan beardless wild goat [Nepali 
thar] 

'that /dhat/ pron, pi those /dhohz/ la the thing or idea just mentioned 
{after he went to bedy b a relatively distant person or thing introduced 
for observation or discussion {who is ^ 7y <ihose are chestnuts and these 
are elmsy c the thing or state of affairs there {look at ^ - sometimes 
used disparagingly of a person d the kind or thing specified as follows 
{the purest water is ^ produced by distillationy e what is understood 
from the context {take ^ fy {how's -^Ty 2 one of such a group; such < - s 
lifey 3 - used to indicate emphatic repetition of an idea previoustjf 
presented {is he capable'^ Heis^y A pi the people, such <those who think 
the time has come'y - compare ai i that, and that, at that, now’s 
THAT, LIKE THAT, THAT IS TO SAY [ME, fr OE thict, fieut demonstrative 
pron Sl definite article, akin to OHG daz, neut demonstrative pron & 
definite article, Ok to, L istud, neut demonstrative pron] - that's a 
there’s a - that’s that that concludes the matter 
*that adj, pi those 1 being the person, thing, or idea specified, mentioned, 
or understood cake we boughfy 2 the farther away or less immedi- 
ately under observation {this chair or ^ oney 
*that /dhat; strong dhat/ conj la - used to introduce a noun clause (1) 
as subject, object, or complement of a verb {said ^ he was afraidy, (2) 
anticipated by it {it is unlikely ^ he'll be in), or (3) as complement to 
a noun or adjective {the fact ^ you're here) b - used to introduce a 
clause modifying an adverb or adverbial expression {will go anywhere ^ 
he’sinvitedy c - used to introduce an emotional exclamation < ^ it should 
come to thisly or express a wish {oh, ~ he would comely 2 - used to 
introduce a subordinate clause expressing (1) purpose {worked harder ^ 


he might win esteemy, (2) reason {glad ^ you are free of it), or (3) result 
{walked so fast ^ we couldn’t keep upy 
*that /dhat, strong dhat/ pron 1 - used to introduce a usu restrictive 
relative clause in reference to a person, thing, or group as subject {it was 
Oeorge told me) or as object of a verb or of a following preposition 
{the house ^ Jack builty 2a at, in, on, by, with, for, or to which {the 
reason ^ he came) {the way ^ he spokey b according to what, to the 
extent of what - used after a negative {has never been here / know 

ofy 

*that /dhat/ adv 1 to the extent indicated or understood {a nail about 
longy 2 very, extremely - usu with the negative </iof really expensivey 

3 dial Br to such an extreme degree {I'm ^ hungry I could eat a 
horsey 

thataway /'dhata.way/ adv in that direction or manner ~ infml [alter, 
of the phrase that way] 

'thatch /thach/ vt to cover (as lO with thatch [ME thecchen, fr OE 
theccan to cover, akin to OHG decchen to cover, L tegere, Gk stegein to 
cover, stegos roof, Skt sthagati he covers] - thateber n 
'thatch n 1 plant material (e g straw) used as a roof covering 
BuiiDiNo 2 the hair of one’s head - often humor, broadly anything 
resembling the thatch of a house 

thaumaturgy /‘ihawma,tuhji/ n the performance of miracles, specif 
magic [Gk thaumatourgia, fr thaumatourgos working miracles, fr than- 
mat-, thauma miracle ^ ergon work - more at rm atrf, ’work] - 
thaumaturgitt n, tbaumaturgic /-'tuhjik/ adf 
'thaw /thaw/ vt to cause to thaw - often » out -- vi la to go from a frozen 
to a liquid state b to become free of the effect (e g siifTness, numbness, 
or hardness) of cold as a result of exposure to warmth often out 2 
to be warm enough to melt ice and snow 4 it, used in leference to the 
weather 3 to bt*come less hostile {relations with t Germany have -^ed) 

4 to become less aloof, cold, or reserved [ME thawen, fr OE thawian, akin 
to OHG douwen to thaw. Gk teketn to melt, L tabes wasting disease] 

'thaw n 1 the action, fact, or process of thawing (the ^ in lelations with 
Western Europe'^ 2 a penod of weather warm enough to thaw ice 
THC n tetrahydrtKannabinol [tetraTiydrocannabinol] 

'the /before consonants dha, strong and before vowels dhee/ definite 
article la - used before nouns when the referent has been previously 
sp^ified by context or circumstance (put cat outy ^ordered bread and 
cheese, hut didn't eat cheesey b - indicating thlTa following noun is 
unique or universally recognized <' Pope') ( ^ southy ( ^ future) c - 
^sed before a noun denoting time to indicate the present or the permd 
under consideration \book of month) d - used before ceiTain proper 
names <'*' Mayflower) < ^ Rhmey { Alhambray { Alpsy e - used 
before the name of a familiar accessory of daily life to indicate a service 
at hand (talked on ^ telephone y (turned off - gasy f - used before the 
names of certain diseases or conditions < -- jittersy { ~ mumpsy g - used 
before the names of parts of the body or of the clothing instead of a 
possessive adjective {inllammation of ~ bladdery {tOi)k him by ~ 
sleevey h - used before the name of a branch of human endeavour or 
proficiency {play ^ pianoy {study — artsy i - indicating an occupation 
or pursuit symbolically associated with a following noun {— pulpiiy (-^ 
botticy j - designating I of a class as the best or most worth singling out 
{this IS ^ lifey {you can 't be Elvis Presley^ k - used before the name 
of a Scottish clan to denote its chief <~ McJ'avishy I - used in 
prepositional phrases to indicate that the following noun serves as a basis 
ibr computation {sold by ~ dozeny m - used before the pi form of a 
number that is a multiple of 10 to denote a particular decade of a century 
or of a person’s life {life in - twentiesy 2a which or who is - limiting 
the application of a modified noun to what is specified nght 
answery {Peter Greaty b - used before a noufi to limit its application 
to that specified by what follows < ^ University of LonJo/i) man on 
my nghty {didn't have ^ time to wntey 3 - used before a singular noun 
to indicate generic use dog is a mammaty {a history of novefy 4i 
that which is {nothing but -- besty b those who are 6litey{’^ 
Britishy c he or she who is accused stands before youy 5 - used afier 
how, what, where, who, and why to introduce various expletives {who ^ 
devil are youTy [ME, fr OE the, masc demonstrative pron & definite 
article, alter (influenced by oblique cases -eg /Ars. gen - & neut, thaet) 
of sr, akm to Gk ho, masc demonstrative pron ft definite article - more 
at rHAT] 

'the adv 1 than before, than otherwise - with comparatives {none ^ wiser 
for attendmgy {so much worsey 2a to what extent sooner the 
bettery b to that extent {the sooner ^ bettery 3 beyond all others - with 
superlatives {likes this ^ besty {with greatest difficultyy [ME, fr OE 
thy by that, instrumental of thict that] 
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*the picp PF.R 2 ['the] 

the-, thco- comb form god. God <ihc(ve/jrnt'> [ME theo-, fr L, 

fr Gk the-, theo-, fr //leoi] 

theatre, NAm chiefly theater /'ihiota/ n la an outdoor structure for 
dramatic performances or spectacles in ancient Greece and Rome b a 
building for dramatic performances, a/so a cinema 2 a room with rising 
tiers of seats (c g for lectures) 3 a place of enactment of significant events 
or action {the ^ of public Ilfs') {the ^ of war') 4a dramatic literature 
or performance b dramatic efTectiveness {the effect is pure '^ ) S the 
theatrical world 6 Br oph ha niiAiKh [ME theatre, fr MF, fr L 

theatrum, fr Gk theatron, fr theasthai to sec, view, fr thea act of seeing, 
akin to Gk thauma miracle] 

.theatre-in-the-'round n (a theatre arranged for) performance of a 
drama on a stage surrounded by an audience 

.theatre of the ab'surd n theatre that seeks to represent the absurdity 
of human beings' existence in a meaningless universe by bizarre or 
fantastic means 

theatrical /thi'atnkl/ adj 1 of the theatre or the presentation of plays 
{a ^ costume') 2 marked by artificiality (e g of emotion) 3 marked by 
exhibitionism, histnonic <a ficsturey - theatrically adv, theatricalism 
n. theatricality /thi.atri'kabti/ n 
the'atricals n pi the performance of plays \amatcur — ) 
thebe /'tebay/ n. pi thebe - ^ Botswana at naiionaiits [of Bantu 
ongin] 

theca /'theck.V n. pi thecae /‘thee.see, -,kce/ 1 an urn-shaped spore 
receptacle of a moss 2 an enveloping sheath or case of an animal (part) 
[NI„ fr Gk ihekc case more at ’ikk] - thecal, thecate /-.kayt/ adj 
thee /dhcc/ pron, archaic or dial la objective case of i itor b thou - used 
by Quakers, esp ihtmselves, in contexts where the subjective form 

would be expected (is ^ ready'*') 2 thyself [ME. fr OF the (acc & dal 
of thu) - more at tmoo] 

theft /theft/ n the act of stealing, specif dishonest appropriation of 
property with the intention of keeping it [ME tbicfthc, fr OE thiefth, akin 
to (JE tlicof thief] 
thegn /ihayn/ n ihanl 1 

theine /'thee m/ n cafTeinc [NL thcina, fr thea tea. fr Chin 
(Amoy) t’e] 

their /dha, strong dhc,->/ adj 1 of them or themselves, esp as possessors 
/ ^ furniture'), agents ^ verses';, or objects of an action ^ ^ being scen> 
2 his or her. his, her, its {anyone in ^ senses - W H Auden") USE used 
altnhutively [ME, fr their, pron, fr ON theirra, gen pi demonstrative & 
personal pron, akin to OE thief that] 
theirs /dheaz/ pron, pi theirs 1 that which or tlie one who belongs to 
them - used without a following noun as a pronoun equivalent m meaning 
to the adjective their 2 his or hers, his, hers </ will do my part if 
everybody else will do '-') 

theism /'thee.iz(a)m/ n belief in the existence of a creator god immanent 
in the universe but transcending it - theist n or adj. thcistic A'lstik/, 
theisticsl adj 

•theism /-lhi,iz(a)m/ comb form ( • n) belief in (such) a gcxl or (such 
or so many) gods </)a/iiheism> (monotheism) [MF -theismc, fr Gk theos 
god] - -theist comb form ( * n) 

'them /dham, strong dhem/ pron, objective case of iiu v [ME, partly fr 
tham, fr OE thiem. tham, dat pi demonstrative pron & definite article, 
partly fr (helm, fr ON. dat pi demonstrative & personal pron, akin toOE 
thiet - more at rnAi] 

*them /dhem/ adj those < - blokes') - nonstandard 
,them-and-'U8 adj characterized by tension or resentment between those 
who exert authority and those over whom it is exerted 
thematic /thi'matik/ adj la of the stem of a word b of a vowel being 
the last part of a word stem before an inflectional ending c of a verb form 
containing a thematic vowel 2 of or constituting a theme [Gk thematikos, 
fr themat-, thema theme] - thematically adv 
theme /theem/ n 1 a subject of artistic representation or a topic of 
discourse 2 sti-m 4 3 a melodic subject of a musical composition or 
movement 4 NAm a written exercise; a composition [ME feme, theme, 
fr OF & L, OF feme, fr L thema, fr Gk, lit , something laid down, fr 
tithenai to place - more at do] 

'theme .song n 1 a recurring melody in a musical play or in a film that 
characterizes the production or one of its characters 2 a signature 
tune 

themselves /dham'scivz/ pron pi in constr la those identical people, 
creatures, or things that are they - used reflexively {nations that govern 
- > or for emphasis (the team ^ were delighted) b himself or herself. 


himself, herself {hoped nobody would hurt ) 2 their normal selves 
( soon be ^ again) 

'then /dhen/ adv 1 at that time 2a soon after that; next in order (of time) 
{walked to the door. turned) b besides, in addition there is the 
interest to he paid) 3a in that case {take it. if you want it so much) 
b as may be inferred {your mind is made up, -^7) c accordingly, so ~ 
indicating casual connection in speech or writing {our hero, was 
greatly relieved; d as a necc'ssary consequence {if the angles are equal, 
the complements are equaf; c - used after but to offset a preceding 
statement (he lost the race, hut ^ he never expected to win) (ME than, 
then then, than, fr OE thonne. thxnne, akin to OHG denne then, than, 
OE thiet that] 

*then n that time {since he's been more cautious) 

Hhen adj existing or acting at that time {the -- secretary of state) 
thenar /‘thcenah, -na/ n 1 the ball of the thumb 2 ^palm, also 'sole la 
[NL, fr Gk - more at den] - thenar adj 

thence /dhens/ adv 1 from there {fly to London and - to Pans) 2 from 
that preceding fact or premise {it transpired) - chiefly fml (ME 
thannes, fr thanne from that place, fr OE thanon, akin to OHG thanan 
from that place. OE thaenne then • more at ihfn] 

.thence'forth /-‘fawth/ adv from that time or point on - chiefly fml 
.thence'forward /-'faw woexi/ adv thenceforth 
theo- - see IHF- 

theobromine /.thee-a'brohmeen/ n an alkaloid that is closely related to 
caffeine, occurs esp in cacao beans and tea, and is used esp as a diuretic 
and heart stimulant [NL Theobroma, genus of trees, fr the- 4 Gk broma 
fcKKl, fr bibroskein to devour] 

theocracy /thi'okrasi/ n (a stale having) government by immediate 
divine guidance or by officials regarded as divinely guided [Gk theok- 
ratia, fr the- 4 -kratia -cracy] - theocrat /'thcc a.krat/ n. theocratic 
/-'kratik/ also theocratical adj 

theodicy /thi'odasi/ n a defence of the doctrines of God’s goodness and 
omnipotence against arguments denved from the existence of evil [modif 
of F theodicee, fr theo- the- (fr L theo-) ♦ Gk d/Ae judgment, right - more 
at OK I ion] 

theodolite /thi'od(a)l,iet/ n a surveyor's instniment for mcasunng 
honzontal and usu also vertical angles (NL theodelitus] ~ theodolitic 
/-'itik/ adj 

theogony /thi'ogani/ n an account of the ongin and genealogy of the 
gcxls [Gk theogoma, fr the- - -goma -gony] - theogonic /.thee a'gonik/ 
•idj 

theologian /.thce a'Iohjan/ n a specialist m theology 
.theo'logical .college /.thee^'lojikl/ n a college for the training of 
candidates for the clergy 

theology ^thi'obji/ n 1 the study of God, esp by analysis of the ongins 
and teachings of an organized religion 2 a theological theory, system, or 
body of opinion {Catholic - > [ME theohgic. fr L theologia, fr Gk, fr 
the- t -logia -logy] - theological /.thcc a'lojiki/ adj 
theophylline /ihi'ofilin/ n an alkaloid similar to theobromine used esp 
to treat some types of heart failure and respiratory disorders [ISV theo- 
(fr NL thea tea) + phyll- t -me - more at iheine] 
theorbo /thi'awboh/ n, pi theorbos a I7th-c musical instrument like a 
Urge lute but having an extra set of bass stnngs [modif of It tiorba, 
tcorba] 

theorem /’thuram, 'thee aram/ n 1 a proposition m mathematics or 
logic dcduciblc from other more basic propositions 2 an idea proposed 
as a demonstrable truth, often as a part of a general theory, a proposition 
(LL theorema, fr Gk theorema. fr theorem to look at, fr theoros spectator, 
fr thea act of seeing - more at ihi-aire] theorematic /-'malik/ adj 
theoretical /ihw'rctikl, .thee •>/ also theoretic Ahia'retik, .thee a-/ adj 
la relating to or having the character of theory, abstract b confined to 
theory or speculation, speculative (- mechanics) 2 existing only m 
theory, hypothetical [LL theoreticus, fr Gk thedretikos, fr theorem] - 
theoretically adv 

theoretician /,thiar3'tish(a)n, .theea-/ n $by who specializes m the 
theoretical aspects of a subject 
theorist /'thiarist, 'thee o-/ n a theoretician 

theorize, -Ise /'thi,-».riez. 'thec-;>-/ vi to form a theory, speculate - 
theorlater n 

theory /"thian, 'thce-P-/ n la a belief, policy, or procedure forming the 
basis for action <^hcr method is based on the that children want to 
learn) b an ideal or supposed set of facts, pnnciples, or circumstances - 
often in m theory {m we have always advocated freedem for all, but 
in practice. .. ) 2 the general or abstract pnnciples of a subject {music 
-^ > 3 a scientifically acceptable body of pnnciples oflered to explain a 
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phenomenon <ii'jive -- of light'} 4a a hypothesis assumed for the sake of 
argument or investigation b an unproved assumption, a conjecture c a 
body of theorems presenting a concise systematic view of a subject < ^ 
of equations^ [LL rheona, fr Gk thcona, fr theoran] 

.theory of 'games n gamf thlory 
.theory of 'numbers n numbfr thfory 

theosophy /thi'osafi/ n 1 teaching about God and the world stressing 
the validity of mystical insight 2 ofien cap the teachings of a modem 
movement originating in the USA in 1875 and following chiefly Buddhist 
and Brahmanic theories, esp of pantheis'tic evolution and reincarnation 
(ML theosophia, fr LGk, fr Gk the^ ^ sophia wisdom - more at -sopiiy) 

- theosophist n, theosophies] /.thee a'sofikl/ adj 

therapeutic /thero'pyoohtik/ adj of the treatment of disease or dis- 
orders by remedial agents or methods [Gk therapeutikos, fr therapeucin 
to attend, treat, fr theraps attendant] - therapeutically adv 
therapeutic index n a measure of the efTectiveness of a drug which 
indicates how good the drug is at producing the desired therapeutic effects 
without causing toxic side effects 

thera'peutica n pi but mg or pi in constr medicine dealing with the 
application of remedies to diseases 

therapist /therapist/ n sby trained in methods of treatment and rehabili- 
tation other than the use of drugs or surgery <a speech ^ > 
therapy Aheropi/ n therapeutic treatment of bodily, mental, or social 
disorders [NL therapia, fr Gk therapeia, fr therapeucin] 

Theravada /.thera'vayda/ n a conservative and nontheistic branch of 
Buddhism compnsing sects chiefly in Sn Lanka and Indochina and 
viewing the onginal Pali scriptures alone as canonical ~ compare 
MAHAYANA [Pall thcravada, lit . doctnne of the elders] 

'there /dhea/ adv 1 in or at that place island over - often used to 
draw attention or to replace a name <~ goes John') ihello ^ 2 thither 

(went afier Church') 3a now goes the hooter) b at or in that point 
or particular is where / disagree with you) 4 - used interjectionally 
to express satisfaction, approval, encouragement, or defiance it’s 
finished) iwon't go, so - don’t cry) (ME, fr OE thxr, akin 

to OHG dai there, OE thxt that] - there and back for a round tnp - there 
it ia such is the unfortunate fact - there's a - used when urging a course 
of action idon*t sulk, there’s a dear!) - there you are 1 urar you arf 1 
2 I told you so 

’there pron - used to introduce a sentence or clause expressing the idea 
of existence iwhat is to eat'^i^ shall come a time) 

’there n that place or point 

’there adj \ - used for emphasis, esp after a demonstrirtivc ithose men 
^ can tell you) 2 - used for emphasis between a demonstrative and the 
following noun (that cow>; substandard 

thereabouts /.dheara'bowts/, NAm also .therea'bout adv I in that 
vicinity 2 near that time, number, degree, or quantity (a boy of 18 
or -> 

thereafter /dhea'rahBa/ adv after that 

thereat /dhea'rat/ adv 1 at that place 2 at that occurrence USE 
fml 

thereby /dhea'bie/ adv 1 by that means, resulting from which 2 in 
which connection hangs a tale - Shak) 
there'd /dhead/ there had; there would 

therefor /.dhea'faw/ adv (in return) for that (ordered a change and gave 
his reasons ^ > - fml 

therefore A.-; also adv 1 for that reason, to that end < We must go. 

1 will call a taxi) 2 by virtue of that; consequently <^^5 tired and ^ 
irritable) 3 as this proves </ think, ^ / exist) USE (2AJ) 
SYMBOL 

therein /dhea'rin/ adv m that; esp in that respect lies the problem) 

- fml 

there'll /dheal/ there will; there shall 

thereof /dheo'rov/ adv 1 of that or it 2 from that or it USE fml 
thereon /dhea'ron/ adv on or onto that or it (a text with a commentary 
->-fml 

thereto /dhea'tooh/ adv to that matter or document (conditions attach- 
ing ->'> - fml 

theretofore /.dheata'faw, -tooh-/ adv up to that time - fml 
thereunder /dhea'runda/ adv under that or it (the heading and the 
items listed - fml 

thereupon /jdhean'pon/ adv l on that matter (if all are agreed ^) 2 
immediately after that USE fml 

therewith /dhea'widh/ adv 1 with that or it (a letter enclosed ^ > - fml 

2 archaic thereupon, forthwith 

therm /thuhm/ n a^ quantity of heat equal to lOO.OOOBtu (about 


105,506MJ) [Gk therme heat, akin to Gk thermos hot - more at 
warm] 

therm-, thermo- comb form heat (thermion) (thermostat) [Gk, fr 
therme] 

-therm /-thuhm/ comb form ( - n) animal having (such) a body 
temperature <cc/olhcrm> [Gk therme] 

'thermal /'thuhml/ adj 1 thermal, thermic /'thuhmik/ of or caused by 
heal < ^ stress) ( insulation) 2 designed (e g with insulating air spaces) 
to prevent the dissipation of body heat underwear) [Gk therm^ - 
thermally adv 

’thermal n a rising body of warm air 

Thermidor /'thuhmi,daw/ n the I Ith month of the French Revolution- 
ary calendar corresponding to 20 July- 18 August [F, fr Gk therme t- 
doron gift] 

thermion /'thuhm, l an, -on/ n an electncally charged particle, specif an 
electron, emitted by an incandescent substance [ISV therm- + lo/j] 
thermionic /.thuhmi'omk/ adj of or being (a device, esp a valve using) 
thermions 

thermistor /'thuh,mista/ n a semiconducting electneal resistor whose 
resistance vanes significantly with temperature [therma\ resistor] 
Thermit /'thuhmiet, -mpt/ trademark - used for thermite 
thermite /'thuhmiet/ n a mixture of aluminium powder and iron oxide 
that produces a great deal of heat when ignited and is used in welding and 
in incendiary bombs [therm- • -ite] 
thermochemistry /.thuhmoh'kemistn/ n chemistry dealing with the 
effects of heal on chemical reactions or on physical change of state - 
thermochemical /-'kemikl/ adj, thermochemist n 
thermocline /'thuhma.klien/ n a layer of water in a lake, sea, etc that 
separates an upper warmer zone from a lower colder zone, specif a 
stratum in which temperature declines at least PC with each metre 
increase in depth 

thermocouple /'thuhma.kupl, -moh-/ n a combination of 2 conductors 
for producing a thermoelectric effect uscxl m measuring temperature 
differences 

thermodynamics /.thuhmohdie'namiks, di-/ n pi hut sing or pi in 
con.str (physics that deals with) the mechanical action of, or relations 
between, heat and other forms of energy thermodynamic adj, ther- 
modynamically adv, tbermodynamicist /-die'nam^sist/ n 
,thermoe'lectric Ai'leklnk/ adj of or dependent^on phenomena that 
involve relations between the temperature and the electrical properties of 
g metal or of 2 metals in contact - thermoelectricity n 
thermoform Ahuhm9.fawm/ vt to give a final shape to (e g a plastic) 
with the aid of heat and usu pressure - thermoformable /-.fawmabl/ 
adj 

'thermo.gram /-.gram/ n the record made by a thermograph 
‘thermo, graph /-.grahf, -graf/ n a self-registenng thermometer 
[ISV] 

thermography /thuh'mogrsfi/ n 1 a process of writing or printing 
involving heat 2 a technique for photographically recording vanations in 
the heal emitted by various regions, esp of the btxly (c g for the detection 
of tumours) - thermographic /.thuhma'grafik/ adj 
thermolabile /.thuhmoh'laybiel/ adj unstable, specif losing character- 
istic properties, when heated above a moderate temperature [ISV] - 
thermolability /-b'bibti/ n 

thermoluminescence /,thuhmohloohmi'nes(3)ns/ n phosphor- 
escence developed in a previously excited substance that is then gently 
healed [ISV] - thermoluminescent adj 
thermometer /tha'momitD/ n an instrument for determining tempera- 
ture, esp a glass bulb attached to a fine graduated tube of glass and 
containing a liquid (e g mercury) that nses and falls with changes of 
temperature (F thermometre, fr Gk therme heat F -o- f -metre -meter 

- -more at thfrm] - thermometry /-tri/ n, thermometric /,thuh<- 
ma'metnk/ adj 

thermonuclear Athuhmoh'nyoohkli a/ adj of, uaing, or being (weapons 
using) transformations occurring in the nucleus of low atomic weight 
atoms (eg hydrogen) at very high temperatures (a ^ reaction) (-^ 
bombs) [ISV] 

thermophile /'thuhm9,riel/ n a living organism thnving at relatively 
high temperatures - thermophilic /-'filik/ adj 
thermopile /'thuhma.piel/ n a device that consists of a number of 
thermoelectric units combined so as to multiply the effect (eg for 
determining intensities of radiation) ['pile] 

thermoplastic /.thuhma'plastik/ adj capable of softening or melting 
when heated and of hardening again when cooled synthetic resins) 

- compare thermoseiting - thermoplastic n 
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thermoregulation /,thuhTnohregyoo'laysh(3)n/ n the natural mainten- 
ance of the living body at a constant temperature [ISV] - thermoregulate 
/-'regyoojayl/ w, thermoregulatory /-bt(?)ri/ adj 
thermos /'thuhmos, -mos/ n tmlrmos flask 
Thermos trademark - used for a Thermos flask 
thermosetting /'thuhmoh.scting/ adj capable of becoming perma- 
nently rigid when heated <a ^ plastic^ - compare thermoplastic 
'Thermos .flask n, often not cap T a cylindneal container with a 
vacuum between an inner and an outer wall used to keep matenal, esp 
liquids, either hot or cold for considerable periods 
thermosphere /’thuhma.sfu/ n the part of the earth's atmosphere that 
begins at about 80km (50mi) above the earth's surface, extends to outer 
space, and is charactenzed by steadily increasing temperature with height 
[ISV] 

thermostable /.thuhmoh'staybl/ adj stable, specif retaining character- 
istic properties, when heated above a moderate temperature - thermosta- 
bility /-sta'bibti/ n 

thermostat /'Ihuhma.stai/ n an automatic device for regulating tem- 
perature - thermostatic /-'statik/ adj 

thermotaxis /.thuhma'taksis/ n the regulation of body temperature 
[NLJ - thermotactic /-‘taklik/ adj 

thermotropism /thiih'motra,pi?(3)m/ n a tropism in which a tempera- 
ture gradient is the onenting factor [ISV] thermotropic 
/.thuhma'tropik/ adj 

-thermy /-.ihuhmi/ comb form ( - n) state of having (such) a body 
temperature (poikihihcrmy} [NL -themna, fr Gk therme heat - more 
at therm] 

thesaurus /thi'sawras. 'thesaras/ n. pi thesauri /-ne, -n/, thesauruses 
a book of wortla or ui information about a particular field or set of 
concepts, esp a book of words and their synonyms [NL, fr L, treasure, 
collection, fr Gk r/iesauros] 
these /dhee// pi of mis 

thesis /'theesis/ n, pi theses / .seez/ la a proposition that a person ofTcrs 
to maintain by argument b a proposition to be proved or one advanced 
without prcxif, a hypothesis 2 the first stage of a reasoned argument 
piesenting the case 3 a dissertation embodying the results of onginal 
research, specif one submitted for a doctorate in Bntain 4 the unstressed 
part of a metrical foot [L, fr Gk, lit , act of laying down, fr tithenai to 
put, lay down - more at ekv] 

*thespian /'thespi an/ adj, often cap relating to the drama [ fhespis fl 534 
oc Gk poet, reputed founder of Gk drama] 

‘thespian n an actor - chiefly fml or humor 

Thessalonians /.thesa'lohnyanz, -ni-^nz/ n pi hut sing in constr either 
of 2 letters written by Paul to the Chnstians of Thessalonica and included 
as books in ihe New Testament 

theta /'theeta, 'thayta/ n the 8th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk theta, 
of Sem origin, akin to Hcb teth, 9th letter of the Heb alphabet] 
theurgy Ahee.uhji/ n 1 the art or technique of evoking the aid of divine 
or kindly spints 2 (the effects produced by) the intervention of a 
supernatural force m human affairs [LL theurgia, fr LGk theourgia, fr 
thcourgos miracle worker, fr Gk the- ^ ergon work - more at 'work] - 
theurgist n, theurgic /-'uhjik/, thcurgical adj 

thew /thyooh/ n 1 muscle, smew - usu pi 2a muscular power or 
development b strength, vitality (^the naked and smew of the English 
language - G M Hopkins) [ME, personal quality, virtue, fr OE theaw, 
akin to OHG kathau discipline] 

they /dhay/ pron pi in constr la those people, creatures, or things 
taste better with sugar}, also, chiefly Br that group </uA the comauttee 
whether ^ approve} b hf 2 iif anyone knows, will tell you"; 2a 
PEOPLE I say we'll have a hard winter} b the authorities <'^ took 
my licence away} [ME, fr ON their, masc pi demonstrative & personal 
pron. akin to OE thait that] 
they'd /dhayd/ they had; they would 
they'll /dhayl/ they will; they shall 
they're /dhea/ they arc 
they've /dhayv/ they have 

thi-, thio- comb form containing sulphur in the molecular structure 
ithiophosphate} <thiam/ne> [ISV, fr Gk thei-, theio- sulphur, fr the- 
lon] 

thiamine also thiamin /'thie-amin/ n a vitamin of the vitamin B complex 
that is essential to normal metabolism and nerve function and is wide- 
spread m plants and animals [thiamine alter, of thiamin, fr thi- + -amin 
(as in vitamin)] 

thiazide /'thie-».zied/ n any of several synthetic drugs used as oral 


diuretics, esp in the treatment of high blood pressure and oedema [thia- 
+ diazine + diox/Je] 

'thick /thik/ adj la having or being of relatively great depth or extent 
between opposite surfaces (a ^ plank} b of comparatively large diameter 
in relation to length <a ^ nxf} 2a closely-packed, dense <jhe air was ^ 
with snow} (a ^ forest} b great in number c viscous in consistency 
syrup} d foggy or misty weather} e impenetrable to the eye — 
darkness} 3 measuring in thickness < 12 centimetres ^ > 4a imperfectly 
articulated speech} b plainly apparent, marked <a - French accent} 
Sa sluggish, dull <my head feels after too little sleep} b obtuse, stupid 
6 on close terms, intimate fwas quite ^ with his boss} 7 unreasonable, 
unfair (called it a bit ^ to he fired without warning} USE (5b, 6. A 7) 
infml [ME thikke. fr OE thicce, akin to OHG dicki thick, Olr tiug] - thick 
adv, thicken vh, thickener n, thickish adj, thickly adv 
’thick n 1 the most crowded or active part (in the - of the battle} 2 the 
part of greatest thickness t' the of the thumb} 

.thick and 'thin n every difficulty and obstacle - esp in through thick 
and thin 

thicket Ahikit/ n 1 a dense growth of shrubbery or small trees 2 sthg 
like a thicket in density or impenetrability [(assumed) ME thikket, fr OE 
thiccet, fr thicce thick] 

thickhead /'thik,hed/ n a stupid person - infml - thick-headed 
/-‘hedid/ adj 

thickness /'thikms/ n 1 the smallest of the 3 dimensions of a solid object 
2 the thick part of sthg 3 a layer, ply single ^ of canvas} ['thick t 
-Ntss] 

thickset /thik'set/ adj 1 closely placed, also growing thickly 2 heavily 
built, burly 

.thick-'skinned adj callous, insensitive 
.thick-'witted adj dull, stupid 

thief /thcef/ n, pi thieves /theevz/ sby who steals, esp secretly and 
without violence [ME theef, fr OE thcof, akin to OHG diob thief, Lith 
tupeti to crouch] thievery /-an/ n, thievish adj, thievishness n 
thieve /thcev/ vb to steal, rob [fr thief, by analogy to gnef : grieve] 
thigh /ihie/ n the segment of the vertebrate hind limb nearest the body 
that extends from the hip to the knee and is supported by a single large 
bone [ME. fr OE theoh, akin to OHG dioh thigh. L tumere to swell - 
more at ihi mb) - thighed /thied/ ad/ ^ 
thighbone /'thie.bohn/ n the femur anatomy 
thimble /'thimbl/ n 1 a pitted metal or plastic cap or cover worn to 
protect the finger and to push the needle in sewing 2a a thin metal 
grooved nng used to fit in a spliced loop in a rope as protection from 
chafing b a movable nng, tube, or lining in a hole [ME thymbyl, prob 
alter of OE thymel thumbstall, fr thuma thumb] 

'thimbleful /-f(a)l/ n as much as a thimble will hold; broadly a very 
small quantity 

'thimble.rig /-.ng/ n a swindling tnck in which a small ball or pea is 
quickly shifted from under one to another of 3 small cups to fool the 
spectator gues.sing its location [thimble - 'ng (to swindle)] - thimblerig 
VI, thimblcrigger n 

'thin /thin/ adj -nn- la having little depth between opposite surfaces (a 
^ book} b ineasunng little in cross section <~ rope} 2 not dense or 
closely-packed hairy 3 without much flesh, lean 4a more rarefied 
than normal air} b few in number c with few bids or offenngs (a 

- market} 5 lacking substance or strength broth} (a ~ plot} 6 
flimsy, unconvincing (a ^ disguise} 7 somewhat feeble and lacking in 
resonance (a ^ voice} 8 lacking in intensity or brilliance colour} 9 
lacking sufficient photographic contrast 10 disappointingly poor or hard 

- infml (had a - time of it} [ME thinne, fr OE thynne: akin to OHG 
dunni thin, L tenuis thin, tenere to hold, tendere to stretch, Gk teinein] 

- thin adv, thinly adv, thinness n, thinnish adj - thin end of the wedge 
sthg apparently insignificant that is the forerunner of a more important 
development 

’thin vb -nn- vt 1 to reduce in thickness or depth; attenuate 2 to reduce 
in strength or density 3 to reduce in number or bulk ^vi 1 to become 
thin or thinner 2 to dimmish in strength, density, or number 
'thine /dhien/ adj, archaic thy - used esp before a vowel or h [ME thin, 
fr OE thin] 

’thine pron, pi thine archaic or dial that which belongs to thee - used 
without a following noun as a pronoun equivalent in meaning to the 
adjective thy: capitalized when addressing God; still surviving in the 
speech of Quakers, esp among themselves [ME thin, fr OE thin, fr thin 
thy - more at thy) 

thing /thing/ n la a matter, affair, concern ('^s are not improving} b 
an event, circumstance (that shooung was a temble ^ > 2a(l) a deed, act. 
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achievement <</o great ^ s) (2) an activity, action ^abusive moralizing 
..IS about the least productive to do - Nation Review (Melbourne)') 
b a product of work or activity (^likes to make ^ s> c the aim of effort 
or activity <fAe ^ is to get well) d sihg necessary or desirable </ Ve got 
just the ^ for you} 3a a separate and distinct object of thought (e g a 
quality, fact, idea, etc) b the concrete entity as distinguished from its 
appearances c an inanimate object as distinguished from a living being 
d pi imaginary objects or entities <see ^ s> <Acar - s> 4a p/ possessions, 
effects <pacic your - s> b an item of property - used in law c an article 
of clothing (not a ^ to wear') d pi equipment or utensils, esp for a 
particular purpose (bring the rea s> 5 an object or entity not (capable 
of being) precisely designated (what's that you're holding'/) 6a a 
detail, point (checks every little b a matenal or substance of a 
specified kind (avoid starchy ^s> 7a a spoken or written observation or 
point (there are some good -^sin his essay) b an idea, motion (says the 
first ^ he thinks of) (for one > c a piece of news or information 
(couldn't get a out of him) 8 an individual, creature (poor 9 the 

proper or fashionable way of behaving, talking, or dressing (it's the latest 
> 10a a preoccupation (e g a mild obsession or phobia) ot a specified 
type (has a ^ about dnving) - compare coMPi.tx 2b b an intimate 
relationship; esp love affair 1 (had a ^ going with her boss) c sthg 
(e g an activity) that offers special interest and satisfaction to the individ- 
ual - infml (letting students do their own Newsweek) USE (lOa, 

10b, A 10c) infml [ME, fr OE, thing, assembly, akin to OHG ding thing, 
assembly, Goth theihs time] - of all things - used to show surpnse (wants 
a xylophone of all things) 

Thing n a legislative or deliberative assembly in a Scandinavian country 
[ON & Icel; Icel, assembly, parliament, fr ON] 
thlngamabob /'thmg-ama.bob/ n a thingamajig - infml [alter of earlier 
thingum, fr thing *■ arbitrary suffix] 
thingamajig, thingumajig /'thing umajig/ n sthg or sby that is hard to 
classify or whose name is unknown or forgotten - infml [alter of earlier 
thingum] 

thingie /'thmg-i/ n, Br a thingamajig (those pyramid-shaped ^s 
-Punch / (old who lives down the road) - infml 
thingummy /'thing-ami/ n a thingamajig - infml [alter of earlier 
thingum] 

Hhink /thingk/ vb thought /thawt/ vr 1 to form or have in the mind 2 
to have as an opinion, consider 3a to reflect on - often ^ over the 
matter over) b to determine by reflecting -- often + out ( ^ it out for 
yourself) 4 to call to mind, remember (I didn 't to ask his name) 5 
to devise by thinking - usu + up <thought up a plan Jo escape) 6 to have 
as an expectation (we didn't ^ we’d have any trouble) 7 to have one’s 
mind full of (talks and business) 8 to subject to the processes of 
logical thought - usu + out or through things out) vi la to exercise 
the powers of judgment, conception, or inference b to have in mind or 
call to mind a thought or idea - usu + of 2 to have the mind engaged 
in reflection - usu f of or about 3 to hold a view or opinion - usu < of 
(^s of himself as a poet) 4 to have consideration - usu ♦ of (a man must 
— first of his family) 5 to exjxct. suspect (better than he possible) 
[ME thenken, fr OE thencan, akin to OHG denken to think, L tongcre 
to know - more at thanks] - thinkable adj, thinker n - think better of 
to decide on reflection to abandon (a plan) - think much of to have at 
all a high opinion of (didn't think much of the new car) 

*think n an act of thinking (if he thinks he can fool me. he's got another 
^ comingr) - infml 

'thinking /'thmgking/ n 1 the action of using one's mind to produce 
thoughte 2 opinion that is characteristic (eg of a period, group, or 
individuai)</he curren/ ^ on immigration) - put/have on one’s thinking 
cap to ponder or reflect on sthg 
’thinking adj marked by use of the intellect 

think over vt to ponder the advantages or disadvantages of; consider 
<think It over) 

'think .tank n smg or pi in constr a group of people formed as a 
consultative body to evolve new ideas and offer expert advice 
thin-iayer chromatography n chromatography in which the absorb- 
ent medium is a thin layer (e g of kieselguhr) on a support (e g a glass 
plate) - thin-layer chronuitographic adj 

thinner Ahina/ n liquid (e g turpentine) used esp to thin paint [^thin 
+ *-er) 

.thin-'akinned adj unduly susceptible to cnticism or insult 
thio- - see thi- 

thiocarbamide /.thie-oh‘kahba,nied/ n thiourea [ISV] 
thiol /'thie^ol, -joW n (the group SH charactenstic of) a mercaptan [ISV 
tht- + '-o/) - thioUc /-'obk, -'ohkk/ adj 


thiopental /.thie oh'pental/ n, NAm (hiopcritone [thio- < pentobarbi- 
tal] 

thiopentone /.thie-oh'penlohn/ n a barbiturate used esp intravenously 
as a general anaesthetic and in psychotherapy [thio- pe/ifobarbital » 
-one] 

thiosulphate /.thie oh'sulfayt/ n a salt or ester containing the group 
S,0, [ISV] 

thiourea /.thie ohyoo(3)'ree o, -'yooan a/ n (a derivative oQ a bitter 
compound used esp in photography and organic chemistry [Nl., fr thi- 
^ urea] 

'third /thuhd/ adj la next after the second in place or time (the - man 
in line) b ranking next to second in authority or precedence / -- mute) 
c being the forward gear or speed 1 higher than second in a motor vehicle 
2a being any of 3 equal parts into which sthg is divisible b being the last 
in each group of 3 m a senes (take out every ~ card) [ME thndde, 
thirde, fr OE thndda, thirdda, akin to L tertius third, Gk tntos, treis three 
- more at ihrfl] - third, thirdly adv 
’third n la numher b sthg or sby that is next after second in rank, 
position, authority, or precedence (the ^ in line) c third, ,third 'class 
often cap the third and usu lowest level of British honours degree 2 any 
of 3 equal parts of sthg 3a (the combination of 2 notes at) a musical 
interval of 3 diatonic degree's b a mediant 4 the third forward gear or 
speed of a motor vehicle 

,third-'class adj of a class or grade next below the second - third-class 
adv 

third class n 1 the third group m a classification 2 the least expensive 
class of accommodation (e g on a ship) 

.third de'gree n the subjection of a pnsoner to torture to obtain 
information 

,third-de,gree ‘burn n a burn characterized by destruction of the skin 
and possibly the underlying tissues, loss of fluid, and sometimes shcK'k 
compare FtRST-DkGRLL BURN, SLtOND-DFU.RU- BURN 
.third di'mension n (apparent) thickness or depth [tr its being the third 
dimension, in addition to length and breadth, of a solid body] - 
third-dimensional adj 

.third'hand /-'hand/ adj 1 received from a second intermediary 
information) 2 acquired after use by 2 previous owners thirdhand 
* adv 

.third 'man n a fielding position in cricket lyitifg near the boundary on 
the off side behind the slips spori 
.third 'order n, often cap I'AO an organization of lay people under a 
religious rule, directed by a religious order but living in secular scKicty 
(trails ot ML tertms ordo, fr the partial resemblance to an order of monks 
or nuns] 

.third-'party adj of a third party, specif of insurance covenng loss or 
damage sustained by sby other than the insured 
.third 'party n 1 sby other than the principals (a ^ to a divorce 
proceeding) 2a a major political party in addition to 2 others m a state 
normally charactcnzcd by a 2-party system b a political party whose 
electoral strength is so small that it can rarely gam control of a govern- 
ment 

.third 'person n a set of linguistic forms (e g verb forms or pronouns) 
referring neither to the speaker or wnter of the utterance in which they 
occur nor to the one to whom that utterance is addressed 
.third 'rail n conductor rail [fr its being third in addition to the 2 rails 
on which the wheels of a locomotive run] 

.third-'rate adj third in quality or value, broadly of extremely poor 
quality - third-rater n 

.third 'reading the final stage of the consideration of a legislative bill 
before a vote ^3" i aw 

.third 'world n, often cap TAW, smg or pi in constr 1 a group of nations, 
in Afnca and Asia, that are not aligned with cither the communist or 
the capitalist blocs 2 the underdeveloped natiofis of the world 
'thirst /thuhst/ n 1 (the sensation of dryness in the mouth and throat 
associated with) a desire or need to dnnk 2 an ardent desire, a craving 
[ME, fr OE thurst-, akin to OHG durst thirst, L torrere to dry, parch, Gk 
tersesthai to become dry] 

’thirst VI 1 to feel thirsty 2 to crave eagerly 
thirsty Ahuhsti/ adj la feeling thirst b deficient in moisture, parched 
land) 2 having a strong desire; avid - thirstily adv, thirstiness n 
thirtesn /thuh'teen/ n number [ME thnttene, fr thnttene, adj, fr 
OE threotine; akin to OE tien ten - more at ten] - thirteen a(jj or pron, 
thirteenth /-'teenth/ a^^r n 

thirty /'thuhti/ n 1 number 2 pi the numbers 30 to 39; specif a 
range of temperatures, ages, or dates in a century characterized by these 
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numbers [ME thntly, fr thntty, adj, fr OF thntig, fr thntig group of 30, 
fr fhrie three + ^tig group of ten more at ughty] - thirtieth /-ti iih/ 
aJj or w, thirty adj or pron, thirtyfold /-.fohld/ adj or adv 
thirty-second note n, NAm a demisemiquaver 
'this /dhis/ pron, pi these /dheer/ la the thing or idea that has just been 
mentioned (^who told you b what is to be shown or stated <d() it like 

) c this time or place (^exptxted to return before -«' ) 2a a nearby person 
or thing introduced for observation or discussion « iron and that is 
tiny ihelh’ is Anne Fry speaking^ b the thing or slate of afTairs here 
(please carry ) (what’s all ^ ^ [ME, pron & adj, fr OE thes (masc). 
this (neut), akin to OHG dese this, akin to OE thart that] 

^this adj, pi these la being the person, thing, or idea that is present or near 
in time or thought (early ^ niorning)> (who's - Mrs Fogg anyway'^; b 
the nearer at hand or more immediately under observation coun- 
try'} (^ chair or that one) c constituting the immediate past or future 
penod < have lived here these 10 years') d constituting what is to be shown 
or stated (have you heard ~ one'^ 1 a cenain (there was - Irish- 
man 

*this adv 1 to this extent ^ known her since she was high) 2 to this 
extreme degree - usu the negative (didn’t expect to wait ^ long'> 
thistle /'ihisl/ n any of vanous prickly composite plants with (showy) 
heads of mostly tubular flowers [ME Ihistel, fr OE, akin to OHG distill 
thistle] - thistly /'thisli/ adf 

thistledown /ihiskdown/ n the Huffy hairs from the npe flower head 
of a thistle 

'thistle .funnel n a (glass) funnel with a globular top having a fianng 
mouth 

thither /'dhidha/ adv to or towards that place - chiefly fml (ME, fr OE 
tinder, akin to ON thatlira there, OE th:et that] 
thixotropy Ahik'sotrapi/ n the property of various gels of becoming 
fluid when disturbed (eg by shaking) [ISV thixo- (fr Gk thixis act of 
touching, fr thinganem to touch) * -tropy] ~ thixotropic /.thiksa'trohpik, 
•'tropik/ adj 

tho /dhoh/ adv or conj though - chiefly infml or poetic 
thole /thohl/, tholepin /'thohl.pin/ n a peg, pin, esp either of a pair of 
wooden pegs serving as rowUxks on a boat [ME tholle, fr OE thol, akin 
to Gk tylos knob, callus, L tumere to swell - more at ihumb] 
Thomism /'toh.mi7(a)m/ n the scholastic, philosophical, and theological 
system of St Thomas Aquinas (prob fr (assumed) NL thotnismus, fr St 
Thomas Aquinas tl274 It theologian] - Thomist n or adj, Thomistic 
/-'mistik/ adf 

thong /thong/ n a narrow strip, esp of leather [ME, fr (3E thwong; akin 
to ON thvengr thong, Av thw^/Jaiti he is distressed] - thonged adj 
thorax /'thaw.raks/ n, p/ thoraxes, thoraces /'thawra.seer/ (a division of 
the body of an insect, spider, etc corresponding to) the part of the 
mammalian body between the neck and the abdomen, also its cavity in 
which the heart and lungs lie anatomy [ME, fr L thorac-, thorax 
breastplate, thorax, fr Gk thorak-, f/ior.iv] - thoracic /ihaw'rasik, tha-/ 
adj 

thoria Ahawn a, 'thoh-/ n a powdery white oxide of thorium used esp 
as a catalyst and in heat-resisting rnatenal and optical glass [NL. fr 
thonum ^ -a] 

thorium Ahawn am, 'thoh-/ n a radioactive tctravalent metallic element 
pKRioDic TABi I- [NL. fr ON Thorr Thor, Norse god of thunder, 
weather. & crops] 

thorn /thawn/ n \ a woody plant (of the rose family) beanng sharp 
pncklcs of thorns 2 a short hard sharp-pointed plant part, specif a leafless 
branch 3 sby or sthg that causes irntation (he’s been a ^ in my flesh for 
years) 4 an ong runic letter [i used in Old and Middle English for cither 
of the sounds Ah/ or /dh/ - compare lih [ME, fr OE. akin to OHG 
dom thorn, Skt tma grass, blade of grass] - thorned adj, thornless adj 
'thorn .apple n a tall very poisonous coarse annual plant of the 
nightshade family with sphencal pnckly fruits 
'thorn.buah /-.boosh/ n any of vanous thorny shrubs or small trees 
thorny Ahawni/ adj 1 full of or covered in thorns 2 full of difTiculties 
or controversial points (a ~ problem) - thomincss n 
thoron /'thawron/ n a gaseous radioactive isotope of radon [NL, fr 
thorium] 

'thorough /'ihura/ prep or adv, archaic through (ME thorow, fr OE 
thurh, thuruh, prep & adv] 

'thorough adj 1 earned through to completion (a ^ search) 2a marked 
by full detail (a ~ description) b painstaking <4 ^ scholar) c complete 
in all respects <-- plea,sure) d being fully and without qualification as 
specified (a ^ rogue) - thoroughly adv, thoroughness n 
'thorough, bats /-.bays/ n a continuo 


'‘thorough, bred /-.bre<l/ adj 1 bred from the best bkxxl through a long 
line, purebred 2a cap of or being a Thoroughbred b having the character- 
istics associated with good breeding or pedigree 
'thoroughbred n 1 cap any of an English breed of horses kept chiefly 
for racing that onginated from crosses between English mares of uncer- 
tain ancestry and Arabian stallions 2 a purebred or pedigree animal 3 
sby or sthg with the characteristics associated with good breeding 
'thorough, fa re /-.fca/ n 1 a public way (e g a road, street, or path), esp 
a mam road 2 passage, transit (no - > 

'thorough, going /-.goh ing/ adj 1 extremely thorough or zealous 2 
absolute, utter (a — villain) « 

those /dhohz/ pi of' • ^ ihat [ME, fr those these, fr OE thas, pi of thes 
this - more at this] 

'thou /dhow/ pron, archaic or dial the one being addressed; you - 
capitalized when addressing God, sometimes used by Quakers as the 
universal form of address to 1 person [ME, fr OE thu, akin to OHG du 
thou, L tu, Gk sy] 

'thou /thow/ 11 , pi thou, thous 1 a thousand (of sthg, esp money) 2 a unit 
of length equal to ‘/.o»in (about 25 4mm) [short for thousand] 
'though also tho /dhoh/ adv however, nevertheless //f’s hard work / 
enjoy it [ME, adv & conj, of Scand ongin, akin to ON tho 
nevertheless, akin to OE theah nevertheless, OHG doh] 

'though also tho conj 1 in spite of the fact that, while it's hard work, 

1 enjov It) 2 in spite of the possibility that, even if 3 and yet. but (it 
works. - not as well as we hoped) 

'thought /thawt/ past of think 

'thought n la thinking (lost in — > b senous consideration (gave no 
to the danger) 2 reasoning or conceptual power 3a an idea, opinion, 
concept, or intention b the intellectual prrxluct or the organized vievis of 
a period, place, group, or individual c hope, expectation (gave up all ^ 
of winning) 4 a slight amount - in the adverbial phrase a thought (there’s 
a ^ too much seasoning in the stew) [ME, fr OE thoht, akin to OE 
thencan to think - more at think] 

'thoughtful /-f(3)l/ adj la having thoughts, absorbed in thought b 
showing careful reasoned thinking (a analysis of the problem) 2 
showing concern for others - thoughtfully adv, thoughtfulness n 
'thoughtless /-hs/ adj 1 lacking forethought, rash 2 lacking concern 
for others [' though i -i F.ss] - thoughtlessly adv, thoi^tlcssness n 
thousand /'thowz(3)nd/ n, pi thousands, thousand 1 ^ number 2 

the number occupying the position 4 to the left of the decimal point in 
the Arabic notation, also, pi this position 3 an indefinitely large number 
('^s of ants) - often pi with sing meaning [ME, fr OE thusend, akin to 
OHG diisunt thousand, bsith fr a prehistonc Gmc compound whose 
constituents are respectively akin to Russ rysyacha thousand. Skt tavas 
strong. L tumere to swell, & to OE hund hundred] - thousand adj, 
thousandth adj or n 

Thracian /'thraysh(y)3n/ ii (the extinct language oO a native or inhabi- 
tant of Thrace [L Thracius, adj, fr Gk Thraikios, fr Thraike Thrace, 
region of SE Europe] - Thracian adj 
thrall /thrawl/ n la a bondman b (sby in) a state of (moral) servitude 

2 d stale of complete absorption or enslavement \her beauty held him in 
^) [ME thral, fr OE thra:l, fr ON thrarlJ] - thrall adj, thraldom 
/-d(a)m/, NAm chiefly thralldom n 

'thrash /thrash/ vt 1 thri.sh 1 2a to beat soundly (as lO with a stick 
or whip b to defeat heavily or decisively 3 to swing, beat, or stnkc wildly 
or violently < - mg his arms) - v/ 1 thrfsh 1 2 to deal repeated blows 
(ds lO with a flail or whip 3 to move or stir about violently, toss about 

- usu + around or aixiut < around in bed with a fever) [alter, of thresh] 

- thrasher n, thrashing n 

'thrash n 1 an act of thrashing, esp m swimming 2 a wild party - 
infml 

thrasher /'thrash^/ n any of numerous long-tailed Amencan songbirds 
[prob alter of thrush] 

thrash out vt to discuss (e g a problem) exhaustively with a view to 
finding a solution, also to arnve at (e g a decision) m this way 
thrawn /thrawn/ adj, chiefly Scot lacking in pleasing or attractive 
qualities e g a perverse, recalcitrant b crooked, misshapen [ME (Sc) 
thrawin, fr pp of ME thrawen to twist] - thrawnly adv 
'thread /thred/ n 1 a filament, group of filaments twisted together, or 
continuous strand formed by spinning and twisting together short textile 
fibres 2a any of vanous natural filaments (the ^%ofa spider’s web) b 
sthg (e g a thin stream of liquid) like a thread in length and narrowness 
c a projecting spiral ndge (e g on a bolt or pipe) by which parts can be 
screwed together 3 sthg continuous or drawn out. e g a a (rain of thought 
(I’ve lost the ^ of this argument) b a pervasive recurring element (a - 
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of melancholy marked all his writing') 4 a precanous or weak support <ro 
hang by a [ME thred, fr 0£ thrxd\ akin to OHO drat wire, OE 
thrawan to cause to twist or turn - more at throw] - threadless adj, 
threadlike adj, thready adj 

’thread vt la to pass a thread through the eye of (a needle) b to arrange 
a thread, yam. or iead-in piece in working position for use m (a machine) 
2a(l) to pass sthg through the entire length of a pipe with wire> (2) 
to pass (eg a tape or Him) into or through sthg elasuc into the 
waistband) b to make one’s way cautiously through or between <'^ing 
narrow alleys) 3 to string together (as lO on a thread beads) 4 to 
intermingle (as lO with threads <dark hair -cd with silver) 5 to form 
a screw thread on or in w 1 to make one’s way through 2 to form a 
thread when poured from a spoon - threader n 
threadbare Ahred,bed/ adj 1 having the nap worn off so that the 
threads show; worn, shabby 2 hackneyed phrases) - threadbare* 
ness n 

‘thread .mark n a fine line of silk fibre put into a bank note to prevent 
counterfeiting 

‘thread, worm /-.wuhm/ n any of various small usu parasitic nematode 
worms that infest the intestines, esp the caecum, of vertebrates 
threat /thret/ n 1 an indication of sthg. usu unpleasant, to come 2 an 
expression of intention to inflict punishment, injury, or damage 3 sthg 
that is a source of imminent danger or harm, menace 2a [ME thret 
coercion, threat, ft OE threat coercion; akin to MHG droz annoyance, L 
trudere to push, thrust] 

threaten Ahret(a)n/ vt 1 to utter threats against </ie ^ ed hts employees 
with the sack) 2a to give ominous signs of <//ie clouds ~ rain) b to be 
a source of harm or danger to 3 to announce as intended or possible <t/ie 
workers >*- ed a strike) ^ vi 1 to utter threats 2 to appear menacing <r/ie 
sky '**ed> threatener n, threateningly adv 

three /three/ n I number 2 the third in a set or senes <r/»e ^ 
of hearts) 3 sthg having 3 pans or members or a denomination of 3 [ME, 
fr three, adj. fr OE thrie (masc), threo (fern & neut), akin to OHG drt 
three, L tres, Gk //vis] - three adj or pron, threefold /<,fohld/ adj or 
adv 

,three*'COlc»ur adj being or relatmg to a pnnting or photographic process 
in which 3 pnmary colours are used to reproduce all the colours of the 
subject 

.three-'D, 3-D n three-dimensional form [D, abbr of dimensional] 
threa*day event n an equestnan contest involving dressage, 
cross-country, and showjumping and continuing over 3 days 
.three-'decker /'deka/ n sthg with 3 tiers, layers, etc; esp a sandwich 
with 3 slices of bread and 2 fillings 

.three-di'menslonal adj 1 having 3 dimensions 2 giving the illusion 
of depth - used of an image or pictonal represenution, esp when this 
illusion IS enhanced by stereoscopic means 3 dcscnbmg or being 
desenbed in great depth; esp lifelike <a story with ^ characters) - 

three-dimensloiiality n 

.three-'handed adj played by 3 players bndge) 
three-legged race n a race between pairs in which each contestant has 
1 leg tied to 1 of his/her partner’s legs 
three-line whip n an instruction from a party to its Members of 
Parliament that they must attend a debate and vote in the specified way 
- compare free vote, two-line whip [fr the triple underlining of words 
in the wntten instruction] 

.three of a Icind n 3 cards of the same rank in ) hand 
.three-'phase adj of or operating by means of a combination of 3 circuits 
energized by alternating electromotive forces that differ m phase by one , 
third of a cycle 

.three-point 'landing n an aircraft landing in which the main wheels 
of the undercarriage touch the ground simultaneously with the tail wheel, 
skid, or nose wheel 

.three-point 'turn n a method of turning a vehicle round in a narrow 
road by first turning obliquely forwards, then reversing, and finally 
turning forwards again 

.three-'quarter adj 1 consisting of 3 fourths of the whole 1 esp of a view 
of a rectangular object including 1 side and 1 end <a view of a 
vehicle) 

.three-'quarter .back n ^player m rugby, positioned between the 
halfbacks and the fullback XIf sport - thive-qoaiter-back adj 
three-ring circus n 1 a circus with simultaneous performances in 3 
rings 2 sthg confusing, engrossing, or spectacular 
.three 'R'e n pi the fundamentals taught in primary school; esp reading, 
writing, and arithmetic [fr the facetious phrase reading, 'riting, and 
’ritbpietic] 


.three'tcore /-'skaw/ n or adj sixty 
'threesome /-s(a)m/ n a group of 3 people or things 
three-spined stickleback n a stickleback of fresh and brackish 
waters that typically has 3 spines on its back 
thremmatology /.threma’tobji/ n the science of breeding animals and 
plants in domestication [Gk thremmat-, thremma nursling -f E -o- 
-logy, akin to Gk trephein to nourish - more at atrophy] 
threnode /’threnohd, 'three-/ n a threnody - threnodist n, threnodic 
/thn'nodik/ adj 

threnody /'threnadi, 'three-/ n a song of lamentation, esp for the dead 
[Gk threnoidia, fr threnos dirge (akin to Skt dhranati it sounds) * aeidein 
to sing - more at ode] 

threonine /three-aneen, -nin/ n an ammo acid found in most proteins 
and essential to normal nutntion [prob fr thrconic acid] 
thresh /thresh/ vt 1 to separate the seeds from (a harvested plant) by 
(mechanical) beating 2 to strike repeatedly ~ v/ 1 to thresh gram 2 
thrash 2, 3 [ME thresshen, fr OE thrcscan, akin to OHG dreskan to 
thresh, L terere to rub - more at throw] 

thresher /'thresha/ n a large shark reputed to thresh the water to round 
up fish on which it feeds using the greatly elongated curved upper lobe 
of Its tail [thresh f *-er] 

threshold /'thresh.hohld, 'thresh-ohld/ n 1 the plank, stone, etc that lies 
under a door 2a the doorway or entrance to a building b the point of 
entenng or beginning <o/i the ^ of a new career) 3 the point at which 
a physiological or psychological effect begins to be produced by a stimulus 
of increasing strength 4 a level, point, or value above which sthg is true 
or will take place [ME thresshold, fr OE threscwald, akin to ON 
threskjoldr threshold. OE threscan to thresh] 
threw /throoh/ past of throw 

thrice Ahnes/ adv 1 three times 2a in a threefold manner or degree b 
to a high degree - usu in combination ('thnee-Wessof) [ME thne, thnes, 
fr OE thnga, akin to OFns thna three times, OE thne three] 
thrift /thrift/ n 1 careful management, esp of money, frugality 2 any of 
a genus of tufted herbaceous plants, esp a sca-pink [ME, fr ON, prosper- 
ity, fr thnfask to thrive] - thriftless adj, thrifty adj, thriftily adv, 
thriftinesB /'thnftinis/ n 

thrill /thnl/ vt la to cause to expcncncc a sudden feeling of excitement 
h to cause to have a shivenng or tingling sensation 2 to cause to vibrate 
or tremble perceptibly ^ vi I to expenence a sudden Tfffmor of excitement 
or emotion 2 to tingle, throb [ME thirlcn, thnllen to pierce, fr OE 
thyrlian, fr ihyrel hole, fr thurh through - more at through] - thrill n, 
thiillingly adv 

thriller /'thnb/ n a work of fiction or drama charactenzed by a high 
degree of intngue or suspense [thrill + ^-er] 
thrips Ahnps/ n, pi thrips any of an order of small sucking insects, most 
of which fe^ on and damage plants [L, woodworm, fr Gk] 
thrive /thnev/ vi throve /throhv/, thrived; thriven /'thnv(a)n/ also 
thrived 1 to grow vigorously 2 to gam in wealth or possessions [ME 
thnven, fr ON thrifask, prob reflexive of thnfa to grasp] - thriver 
/’thneva/ n 

thro /throoh/ prep through - now chiefly infml or poetic 
throat /throht/ n la the part of the neck in front of the spinal column 
b the passage through the neck to the stomach and lungs 2a sthg 
throathke, esp in being a constneted passageway h the opening of a 
tubular (plant) organ 3 the upper forward comer of a fore-and-aft 
4-comercd sail 3" ship [ME throte, fr OE, akin to OHG drozza throat] 
- throated adj 

throaty /’throhti/ adj uttered or produced low in the throat; hoarse, 
guttural - throatily adv, throatiness n 
'throb /throb/ vi -bb- 1 to pulsate with unusual force or rapidity 2 to 
(come in waves that seem to) beat or vibrate rhythmically <a ^ bing pain) 
[ME throbben, prob of imit ongin] - throbber n , 

’throb n a beat, pulse 

thro# Ahroh/ n 1 a pang or spasm - usu pi <dea//i -sX'-'S of 
childbirth) 2 pi a hard or painful struggle (in the of revolutionary 
change) [ME thrawe, throwe, thrahe, fr OE thr$g time] 
thromb-, thronbo- comb form blood clot; clotting of blood (thrombosis) 
[Gk thrombos clot] 

thrombin /'thrombin/ n an enzyme formed from prothrombin that acts 
in the process of blood clotting by catalysing the conversion of fibrinogen 
to fibrin [ISV] 

thrombocyta /'thrombasiet/ n 1 a (nucleated) blood platelet 2 a cell 
of an invertebrate with the function of blood clotting similar to blood 
platelets [ISV] - thrombocytic /-'sitik/ adj 

thrombotit /throm'bohsis/ n, pi thromboses /-seez/ the formation or 
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presence of a blood clol within a blood vessel during life {NL. fr Gk 
thrombosis clotting, dcriv of thrombos clot] - throm^tlc /-'boiik/ adj 
thrombus /'tlirombas/ n, pi thrombi /-bie/ a blood clot formed within 
a blood vessel and remaining attached to its place of origin - compare 
EMiKJLUs (NL. fr Gk thrombos] 

throne /throhn/ n 1 the chair of state of a sovereign or bishop 2 
sovereignty [ME trone, throne, fr OF trone, fr L thronus, fr Gk thronos 
' more at 'mrm] 

'throng /throng/ n sing or pi in constr 1 a multitude of assembled people, 
esp when crowded together 2 a large number [ME thrang, throng, fr OE 
rhrang, gethrang, akin to OE thringan to press, crowd, OHG dringan, 

I ifh trenkti to jolt] 

‘throng vt 1 to crowd upon (esp a person) 2 to crowd into (shoppers 
- mg the streets} - vi to crowd together in great numbers 
throstle /'throsi/ n sono thrush [ME, fr OE - more at ihrush] 
'throttle /’throll/ vt throttling /'throlling, ‘throtl ing/ lad) to compress 
the throat of, choke (2) to kill by such action b to prevent or check 
expression or activity of, suppress 2a to control the flow of (e g steam or 
fuel to an engine) by means of a valve b to regulate, esp reduce the speed 
of (e g an engine), by such means - usu ^ back or down [ME throtlen, 
\t throte throat] - throttler n 

‘throttle n la ihroat la b irachha 1 2 (the lever or pedal 
Lonirollmg) a valve for regulating the supply of a fluid (eg fuel) to an 
engine [perh alter (influenced by 'throttle) of E dial thropple (throat), 
fr ME throppill] 

'through also thro, NAm also thru /throoh/ prep la(l) into at one side 
or point and out at the other 'drove j nail the board} (a path the 
woods ^ (2)pasi''sdH ^ the deception } b - used to indicate passage into 
and out ol a treatment, handling, or process (Hushed — my mind>(the 
matter has already pas :ed ^ his hands} 2 used to indicate means, 
agency, or intermediacy c g a by means of, by the agency of b because 
of > tailed - Ignorance) c by common descent from or relationship with 
' related - then grandfather} 3a over the whole surface or extent of 
< homes scattered ^ the valley ) b - used to indicate movement within 
a large expanse stlew - the air> c among or between the parts or single 
membeis of ( search - my papers} d - used to indicate expissure to a set 
of conditions ' put her helh 4a during the entire penod of (all ^ her 

hte'} b against and in spite of (a noise) (heard his voice the howling 
of the stoirii} 5a - used to indicate completion, exhaustion, or accom- 
plishment (got ^ the book} (went ^ a fortune in a year} b - used to 
indicate acceptance or approval, esp by an ofilcial body (got the bill 
Pailiament} 6 chieHy SAm up till and including (Monday ^ Friday'^ 
(ME thurh. thruh, through, fr OE thurh, akin to OHG durh through, L 
trans across, beyond, Skt tarati he crosses over] 

‘through, NAm also thru adv 1 from one end or side to the other 
■ squeezed 2a all the way fiom beginning to end (read the letter 
^ } (tram goes nght -- to London} b to a favourable or successful 
conclusion (see it - > (I failed the esain, but he got ^ > 3 to the core, 
completely < wet > 4 into the open, out (break ^ ) 5 chieHy Br in or 
into connection by telephone (put me ^ to him) 

‘through, NAm also thru aJf la extending from one surface to the other 
<^a ^ beam} b direct \a ^ road} 2a allowing a continuous journey from 
point of origin to destination without change or further payment (a ^ 
tram} (a ticket} b starting at and destined for points outside a local 
zone traffic} 3 arrived at completion, cessation, or dismissal, finished 
(you're that was your last chance} (I'm ^ with women} 
.through and 'through adv thoroughly, completely 
.through-com'poaed adj, of a song having new music provided for each 
stan/a [trans of G durchkomponiert] , 

'.through'out /-‘owt/ ads 1 in or to every part, everywhere (of I colour 
^ ) 2 during the whole time or action, from beginning to end (remained 
loyal 

‘throughout prep 1 in or to every part of, through 3a (cities ^ 
Europe} 2 during the entire period of. ihrough 4a (troubled him ^ his 
' life} 

'through, put A.poot/ n the amount of matenal put through a process 
(the ^ of a computer} 
throve /throhv/ past of thrivf 

'throw /throh/ vb threw /throoh/; thrown /throhn/ vt 1 to propel 
through the air in some manner, esp by a forward motion of the hand and 
arm 2a to cause to fall <thrcw his opponent} b unseat I 3a to fling 
(onescIO abruptly b to hurl violently (the ship was ^ n against the rocks} 
4a(l) to put in a specified position or condition, esp suddenly (the news 
threw him into confusion} (2) to put on or o/T hastily or carelessly b to 
exert; bring TonyjiR(ihTewallhisweightbehindtheproposaI} c to build, 


construct c threw a pontoon bridge over the nver} 5 to shape by hand on 
a poller’s wheel 6 to deliver (a punch) 7 to twist 2 or more filaments of 
(e g silk) into a thread or yarn 8 to make a cast of (dice or a specified 
number on dice) 9 to send forth, cast, direct ^the setting sun threw long 
shudows}(he threw me a glance) 10 lo commit (onescIO for help, 
support, or protection <ihrcw himself on the mercy of the court) II to 
bring forth, produce /threw large litters; 12 lo move (a lever or switch) 
so as to connect or disconnect parts of a mechanism 13 lo project (the 
voice) 14 to give by way of enieriainmenl < - a party} 15 lo disconcert, 
also THROW OFT 4 - infml (the problem didn't her; 16 chieHy NAm 
to lose inleiiiionally - infml / ^ d game} vi to cast, hurl [ME thrawen. 
throwen lo cause to twist, throw, fr OE ihra^can lo cause to twist or turn, 
akin to OHG draen lo turn, L terere lo rub, Gk tetrainein to Nire, pierce] 

- thrower n - throw one's weight about/around to exercise influence or 
authonty, esp to an excessive degree or in an objectionable manner 
infml - throw together 1 knock. rcxiFiHLR /threw together a delicious 
curry in no time ^ 1 to bring into casual association 
‘throw n la an act of throwing b a method or instance of throwing an 
opponent in wrestling or judo 2 the distance sthg may be thrown (lived 
within a stone's from school} 3 the amount of vertical displacement 
produced by a geological fault 4 (the distance oO the extent of movement 
of a cam, crank, or othei pivoted or reciprocating piece 
'‘throwa.way /-.■»> ay/ n a line of dialogue (e g in a play) made to sound 
incidental by casual delivery 

‘throwaway adj 1 designed to be discarded after use. disposable (^ 
containers} 2 wnlten or spoken (e g in a play) with deliberate casualncss 
/a ~ remark) 

throw away vt 1 to get nd of as worthless or unnecessary 2a to use 
in a foolish or wasteful manner b to fail to take advantage of 3 to make 
(eg a line in a play) unemphatic by casual delivery 
'throw.back /-.bak/ n (an individual exhibiting) reversion to an earlier 
genetic type or phase 

throw back vt 1 to delay the progress or advance of 2 to cause to rely, 
make dependent - on or upon, usu pass (thrown back on his own 
resources) ^ vi to revert to an earlier genetic type or phase 
throw down vr to demolish 

'throw*, in n a throw made from the louchline in soccer lo put the ball 
back in play after it has gone over the touchline 
throw in vt 1 to add as a gratuity or supplement 2 to introduce or 
interject in the course of sthg (threw in a ciisual remark > 3 lo cause (e g 
gears) to mesh vi to enter into association or partnership with <a^/ieev' 
to throw in with a crooked ex-cop Newsweek} - throw in the 
sponge/towel to abandon a struggle or contest, acknowledge defeat 
throw off vt la to cast off, often in an abrupt or v igorous manner /throw 
off the oppressors) (throw a cold ofr> b to divert, distract (dogs thrown 
off by a false scent) 2 to emu, givf off \stacks throwing off plumes of 
smoke) 3 to produce or execute in an offhand manner (a review thrown 
off in an odd half hour) 4 to cause to deviate or err - w to begin hunting 
with a pack of hounds 

throw out vt la to remove from a place or from employment, usu in 
a sudden or unexpected manner b throw aw at 1 2 to give expression 
to (threw out a remark that utterly foxetl them) 3 to refuse lo accept or 
consider (the assembly threw out the proposed legislation) 4 to give forth 
from within (in spnng new shoots will be thrown out from the mam stem) 
5 to cause to extend from a mam Nxly v'hrow out a screen of 
cavaJry) (rebuilt the house, throwing out a new wing to the west) 6 to 
confuse, disconcert (the question quite threw' him out) 
throw over vt to forsake or abandon (esp a lover) 
throwster /'throhsta/ n sby who throws textile filaments 
throw up vt 1 to raise quickly (threw up his hands in horror) 2 givf 
UP 3b (the urge to throw up all intellectual work - Norman Mailer) 3 
to build hurnedly 4 to bnng forth (science will continue to throw up 
discovenes which threaten . society - TLS) 5 lo mention repeatedly by 
way of reproach 6 lo vomit - infml ^ v; to vomit - infml - throw up the 
sponge THROW in thf spoNciF/rowti. 
thru /throoh/ prep, adv, or adj. NAm through 
thrum /thrum/ vb -mm- vi 1 to play or pluck a stringed instrument idly 
2 to drum or tap idly 3 to sound w ith a monotonous hum ^ vt to play 
(e g a stringed instrument) in an idle or relaxed manner [imit] 
'thrush /thrush/ n any of numerous small or medium-sized mostly 
drab-coloured birds many of which arc excellent singers e g a song 
THRUSH b M1STLE THRUSH [ME thruschc, fr OE thryscc, akin lo OE 
throstle thrush, OHG droscaJa, L turdus] 

‘thrush n 1 a whitish intensely irntating fungal growth uccurnng on 
mucous membranes, esp in the mouth or vagina 2 a suppurative disorder 
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of the feet in various animals, esp horses [prob of Scand ongin; akin to 
Dan ft Norw truske thrush] 

'thrust /thrust/ vb thrust vf 1 to push or dnve with force 2 to push forth 
out roots} 3 to stab, pierce 4 to put (an unwilling person) into a 
course of action or position <was ^ into power} 5 to press, force, or 
impose the acceptance of on or upon sby vi 1 to force an entrance or 
passage - often + into or through 2 to make a thrust, stab, or lunge (as 
if) with a pointed weapon [ME thrusten, thristen, fr ON thrysts] - 
thruster, thrustor n 

*thrutt n la a push or lunge with a pointed weapon b(l) a verbal attack 
(2) a concerted military attack 2a a strong continued pressure b the 
sideways force of one part of a structure against another c the force 
exerted by a propeller, jet engine, etc to give forward motion 3a a forward 
or upward push h a movement (e g by a group of people) in a specified 
direction 

thrust stage n a stage that extends out into the auditonum [thrust, pp 
of ’rAnisr] 

'thud /thud/ vi -dd’ to move or strike with a thud [prob fr ME thudden 
to thrust, fr OE thyddan] 

*thud n 1 ’blow 1 2 a dull thump 

thug /thug/ n 1 often cap a member of a former religious sect in India 
given to robbery and murder 2 a violent cnminal [Hindi thag, lit , thief, 
fr Skt sthaga rogue, fr sthagatt he covers, conceals - more at thatch] - 
thuggiah adj, thuggery /'thugan/ n 

thuggee /thu'gee/ n murder and robbery as practised by the Thugs of 
India [Hindi fhagi robbery, fr thag] 

thulium Ahyoohli am/ n a tnvalent metallic element of the rare-earth 
group PERIODIC TABLE [NL, ft L Thulc, Thyle Thule, legendary 
land at the northernmost point of the world, fr Gk Thoule, Thyk^ 
'thumb /thum/ n 1 the short thick digit of the human hand that is next 
to the forefinger and is opposable to the other fingers, also the correspond- 
ing digit in lower animals 2 the part of a glove or mitten that covers the 
thumb [ME thoume, thoumbe, fr OE thuma, akin to OHG thumo thumb, 
L tumere to swell, Gk sos safe, whole] - all thumbs extremely awkward 
or clumsy ^dropped everything he picked up and was all thumbs) - 
under someone's thumb under sby*s control, in a state of subservience to 
sby <her father had her completely under his thumb) 

’thumb vt la to leaf through (pages) with the thumb b to soil or wear 
(as iO by repeated thumbing 2 to request or obtain (a lift) in a passing 
vehicle ^vi 1 to turn over pages 2 to travel by thumbing lifts, hitch- 
hike 

thumb .indgx n a senes of notches cut in the unbound edge of a book 
for ease of reference - thumb-index /,- '-/ vt 
thumb, nail /-jnayl/ adj bnef, concise <a ^ sketch} 
thumb, print /-.pnnt/ n an impression made by the thumb 
thumbiSCraw /-.skrooh/ n an instrument of torture for squeezing the 
thumb 

.thumba-'down n rejection, disapproval, or condemnation - infml 
thumb,atali /-.stawl/ n a protective covenng or sheath for the 
thumb 

,thumba-'up n approval, affirmation - infml 
thumb,tack /-.tak/ n, NAm drawing pin 

'thump /thump/ vt 1 to strike or knock with a thump 2 to thrash, beat 
la 3 to produce (music) mechanically or in a mechanical manner <^ed 
out a tune on the piano} ^vi 1 to inflict a thump 2 to produce a 
thumping sound <Ai5 heart ~ed) [imit] - thumper n 
’thump n (a sound oO a blow or knock (as lO with sthg blunt or 
heavy 

Hhump adv with a thump 

thumping Ahumping/ adv, Br very 1 - chiefly in thumping great and 
thumping good\ infml [fr prp of ^thump] 

'thundar Ahunda/ n 1 the low loud sound that follows a flash of 
lightning and is caused by sudden expansion of the air in the path of the 
electrical discharge 2 a loud reverberating noise (jthe ^ of big guns} [ME 
thoner, thunder, fr OE thunor, akin to OHG thonar thunder, L tonare 
to thunder] - thunderous /'thund(a)ra5/ adj, thunderously adv 
’thundar vi la to give forth thunder - usu impersonally <ir ^ed) b to 
make a sound like thunder (^horses ^ ed down the road} 2 to roar, shout 
^vt to utter in a loud threatening tone - thunderer n 
thundar, bolt /-.bohlt/ n la a single discharge of lightning with the 
accompanying thunder b an imaginary bolt or missile cast to earth in a 
flash lightning 2a sthg like lightning in suddenness, effectiveness, or 
destructive power b a vehement threat or censure 
thundar,clap /-Jdap/ n (sthg loud or sudden like) a clap of thunder 


'thundercloud /-.klowd/ u a cloud charged with electricity and produc- 
ing lightning and thunder 

'thunder, hand /-,hed/ n a rounded mass of cumulus cloud often 
appearing before a thunderstorm 

thundering /'thund(a)ring/ adv, Br very, thumping <a ^ great bore} 

- infml [fr prp of ^thunder] ~ thunderingly adv 
'thunderatorm /-.stawm/ n a storm accompanied by lightning and 

thunder 

‘thunderstruck /-.stmk/ adj dumbfounded, astonished 
thundery /'thund(a)n/ adj producing or presaging thunder <a 
sky} 

thurible AhyooarabI/ n a censer [ME tumble, fr MF thunble, fr L 
thunbulum, fr thur-, thus incense, fr Gk thyos incense, sacnfice, fr thyein 
to sacnfice - more at thyme] 

Thuringian /thyoo'rinji-an/ n or adj (a member) of an ancient Germanic 
people whose kingdom was overthrown by the Franks in the 6th c ad [L 
Thunngi, an ancient Gmc people living in Germany] 

Thursday /thuhiday, -di/ n the day of the week following Wednesday 
SYMBOL [ME. fr OE thumdaeg, fr ON thorsdagr, akin to OE thun- 
resdxg Thursday, OHG Donares tag, all fr a prehistonc NGmc-WGmc 
compound whose components are represented by OHG Donar, Gmc god 
of the sky (ft thonar, donar thunder) and by OHG tag day ~ more at 
THUNDER, day] - Thursdays adv 

thus /dhus/ adv 1 in the manner indicated, in this way 2 to this degree 
or extent, so far} 3 because of this preceding fact or premise, 
consequently 4 as an example [ME, fr OE; akin to MD dus thus, OE 
thaet, neut demonstrative pron - more at that] 
thwack /thwak/ vb or n (to) whack [imit] 

'thwart /thwawt/ vt to defeat the hopes or aspirations of [ME thwerten. 
thwarten, fr thwert, thwart (adv) athwart, fr ON thvert, fr neut of thverr 
transverse, oblique, akin to OHO dwerab transverse, L torquere to twist 

- more at toritjrf] - thwarter n 
’thwart n a seat extending across a boat 

thy /dhie/ adj, archaic or dial of thee or thyself - capitalized when 
addressing God, sometimes used by Quakers, esp among themselves, used 
attnbutively [ME thin, thy, ft OE thin, gen of thu thou - more at 
'thou] 

thylacine /’thieb.sien/ n tasmanian woi f [NL Thylacinus, genus of 
marsupials, ft Gk thylakos sack, pouch] 
thyme /tiem/ n any of a genus of plants of the mint family with small 
pungent aromatic leaves; esp a garden plant used in cooking as a seasoning 
* and formerly in medicine [ME, fr MF thym, fr L thymum, fr Gk thymon, 
fr thyein to make a burnt offenng, sacnfice, akin to L fumus smoke - more 
at iuml] 

-thymia /-thiemya, -mi-a/ comb form (- /i) state of mental health 
<scA/zothymia) [NL, ft Gk, fr thymos mind] 

thymidine /'thiemadeen/ n a nucleoside containing thymine [thymmt 
+ -idine] 

thymine /'thiemeen/ n a pynmidine base that is 1 of the 4 bases whose 
order in the DNA chain codes genetic information - compare adenine, 
cytosine, ouaninf^ uracil [G thymin, fr NL thymus] 
thymol /'thie.mol/ n an antiseptic phenol made esp from thyme oil and 
used chiefly as a fungicide [ISV, fr L thymum] 
thymus /'thiemas/ n a gland in the lower neck region that functions in 
the development of the body's immune system and in humans tends to 
atrophy after sexual matunty — ^ digestion [NL, ft Gk thymos warty 
excrescence, thymus] - thymic adj 

thyr-, thyro- comb form thyroid (^thyrotoxicosis} (^thyroxine} [thyr- 
oid] 

thyristor /thie'nsta/ n any of several semiconductor devices that act as 
switches or rectifiers [r/iyratron (a gas-filled electron tube; ft Thyratron, 
% trademark) i trans/sfor] 

thyroglobulin /.thieroh'globyoolin/ n an lodinfrcontaining protein that 
IS the form in which hormones of the thyroid gland are stored [ISV] 
'thyroid /'thieroyd/ also thyroidal /thie'roydl/ a^ of or being (an artery, 
nerve, etc associated with) a the thyroid gland b the chief cartilage of the 
larynx [NL thyroides, ft Gk thyreoeides shield-shaped, thyroid, fr 
thyreos shield shaped like a door, fr thyra door - more at door] 
’thyroid n I thyroid, thyroid gland a large endocrine gland that lies at 
the base of the neck and produces hormones (e g thyroxine) thgt increase 
the metabolic rate and influence growth and development diges- 
tion 2 a preparation of mammalian thyroid gland containing thyroid 
hormones used in treating conditions in which the thyroid gland produces 
insufficient quantities of hormones - thyroidectomy /.thie- 
roy'dektami/ n 
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thyroid-stimulating hormone n a hormone secreted by the front 
lobe of the pituitary gland that regulates the formation and secretion of 
thyroid hormones 

thyrotoxicosis /,thieroh,toksi‘kohsis/ n hyperthyroidism [NLj 
thyrotrophin /.thieroh'trohfin/, thyrotropin /-pm/ n thyroid- 
si imdlaiing iiokmonf [t hy rot rophic, thyrotropic * -m] - thyrotrophic 
/-‘irohfik/ adj 

thyroxine /thie'rokscen, -sin/, thyroxin /-'roksin/ n an lo- 
dine-contaimng amino acid that is the major hormone produced by the 
thyroid gland and is used to treat conditions in which the thyroid gland 
produces insufTicient quantities of hormones [ISV] 
thyrsus /'thuhsos/ n, p! thyrii /-sic/ 1 a staff, usu surmounted by a pine 
cone, that was carried by Bacchus and his followers 2 a flower cluster (c g 
in the lilac and horse chestnut) with a Iona mam axis bearing short 
branches which in turn bear the flowers piani [(1) L, fr Gk 
thynos\ (2) NL, fr L] 

thyself /dhic'self/ pmn, archaic or dial that identical person that is thou. 

yourself - sometimes used by Quakers, esp among themselves 
ti /tee/ n the 7th note of the diatonic scale in tonic sol-fa [alter of s/] 
tiara /ti'ahra/ n 1 the 3 ticred crown worn by the pope 2 a decorative 
usu jewelled band worn on the head by women on formal occasions [L. 
royal Persian headdress, fr Gk] 

Tibetan /ti‘bet(a)n/ n (the l^guage of) a member of the indigenous 
Mongoloid people of I’lbct - / iAN(ii!A<'.r [ 'fiber, country m central 
Asia] - Tibetan adj 

tibia /'tibi a/ n. pi tibiae /'tibi.ce/ also tibia.s 1 the inner and usu larger 
of the 2 btines of the vertebrate hind limb between the knee and ankle, 
the shinbone ■■ compare fiiilt a am a tomy 2 the 4th joint of the leg 
of an insect . ,hc femur and tarsus ana roMv [L] - tibial 

adj 

tic /tik/ n 1 (a) l(Kal and habitual spasmodic motion of particular 
muscles, esp of the face, twitching 2 a persistent trait of character or 
behaviour \'yoii know' is a verbal ^ of many inexpenenced 
speakers'} [F] 

tical /ti'kahl, *tiki/ n, pi ticals, tical a baht [Thai, fr Malay tiial, a 
monetary unit] 

tic douloureux /.tik ,doohb'ruh (Fr tik duluip)/ n TKioi-MiNAL m-dk 
aigia [F, painful twitch] 

'tick /tik/ n 1 any of numerous related bliKKlsucking arachnids that feed 
on warm-blooded animals and often transmit infectious diseases 2 any of 
various usu wingless parasitic insects (e g the sheep ked) [ME tyke, teke, 
akin to MHG /cche tick. Arm ti/\ 

’tick /} 1 a light rhythmic audible tap or beat, also a series of such sounds 
2 a small spot or mark, typically y , esp one used to mark sthg as correct, 
to draw attention to .sthg, to check an item on a list, or to represent a point 
on a scale - compare cross 5 3 Bra moment, second - infml [ME tek, 
akin to MHG zic light push] 

Hick VI 1 to make the sound of a tick 2 to function or behave charactensti- 
cally </'c/ like to know what makes him ^ vf 1 to mark with a wntten 
tick 2 to mark or count (as lO by ticks (a meter '^ing off the cab 
fare'} 

Hick n 1 a strong coarse fabric case of a mattress, pillow, or bolster 2 
ticking [ME tike, prob fr MD, akin to OHG ziahha tick, both fr a 
prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr L theca cover, fr Gk theke case, akin 
to Gk tithenai to place - more at do] 

Hick n credit, trust (^bought it on - ^ - infml (short for 'r/cAer] 
'tick,bird /-.buhd/ n any of several Afncan birds that perch on large 
mammals and feed on ticks 

ticker /'tika/ n sthg that produces a ticking sound e g a a watch b 
hkart la - infml 

'ticker .tape n a paper tape on which a certain type of telegraphic 
receiving instrument prints out its information 
ticket /'tikit/ n la a document that serves as a ceniricale, licence, or 
permit, esp a manner’s or pilot's certificate b a tag, label 2 an official 
notification is.sued to sby who has violated a traffic regulation 3 a usu 
pnntcd card or piece of paper entitling its holder to the use of certain 
services (e g a library), showing that a fare or admission has been paid, 
etc A Bra certificate of discharge from the armed forces 5 chieBy NAm 
a list of candidates for nomination or election; also pi atporm 1 6 the 
correct, proper, or desirable thing - infml <ihot sweet tea is just the — - 
Len Deighton) [obs F etiquet (now etiquette) notice attached to sthg. fr 
MF esttquet, fr estiquier to attach, fr MD steken to stick, akin to OHG 
sticken to prick - more at 'stick] 

'ticket .agent n 1 one who acts as an agent of a transport company to 


sell tickets for travel by tram, boat, aircraft, or bus 2 a seller of theatre 
tickets 

.ticket-of-'leave n. pi tickets-oMeave a former permit by which a 
convict who had served part of his sentence was released on certain 
conditions 

'tick .fever n any of various diseases transmitted by the bites of ticks 
ticking /'tiking/ n a strong linen or cotton fabric used esp for a case for 
a mattress or pillow [VicAj 

'tickle /'tikl/ vb tickling /'iikling, 'tikl ing/ vi to have or cause a tingling 
or prickling sensation ~ vt la to excite or stir up agreeably b to provoke 
to laughter 2 to touch (c g a body part) lightly and repeatedly so as to 
excite the surface nerves and cause uneasiness, laughter, or spasmodic 
movements [ME tikclen akin to OE tinclian to tickle] 

Hickle n 1 a tickling sensation 2 the act of tickling 
ticklish /'tiklish/ adj 1 sensitive to tickling 2 easily upset 3 requinng 
delicate handling - ticklishly adv, ticklishness n 
tick off vt to scold, rebuke ^his father ticked him off for his impudence} 
[tick] 

tick over vi to operate at a normal or reduced rate of activity 
ticktacktoe also tic-tac-toe /.tik.tak'toh/ n, SAm ndughts and 
ikossrs [tic-tac-toe (former game in which players with eyes shut 
brought a pencil down on a slate marked with numbers and scored the 
number hit)] 

ticktock /'tik.tok, ,-'•/ n the rhythmic ticking of a clock [imit] 
tic tac man ytik .tak .man/ n, Br a bookmaker's assistant who signals 
changing odds at a race meeting by means of secret hand signals 
[ticktack. tictac (ticking or tapping sound), of imit origin] 
tidal /’tiedl/ adj of, caused by. or having tides energy - tidally 
adv 

'tidal .wave n 1 an unusually high sea wave that sometimes follows an 
earthquake 2 an unexpected, intense, and often widespread reaction (e g 
a sweeping majority vote or an overwhelming impulse) 
tidbit /'tid.bil/ n. chiefly NAm a titbit 

tiddler /'tidb/ n, Br sby or sthg small in companson to others of the same 
kind, esp a minnow, stickleback, or other small fish [prob fr tiddly] 
tiddly /'tidli/ udj, Br 1 very small (a - bit of food} 2 slightly drunk 
USE infml [alter of little] 

tiddlywinks /'tidli.wmgks/ n a game whose object is to flick small discs 
from a flat surface into a small container [prob fr tiddly] 

'tide /tied/ n lad) (a current of water resulting from) the pcnodic rise 
and fall of the surface of a body of water, specif the sea, that occurs twice 
a day and is caused by the gravitational attraction of the sun and moon 
(2) a pcnodic movement m the earth’s crust caused by the same forces that 
produce ocean tides (3) a tidal distortion on one celestial body caused by 
the gravitational attraction of another b the level or position of water on 
a shore with respect to the tide, also the water at its highest level 2 sthg 
that fluctuates like the tides <r/»e ~ of public opinion'} 3 a flowing stream, 
a current [ME, time, fr OE tid, akin to OHG zit lime, Gk daicsthai to 
divide] - tideless adj 

Hide VI to dnft with the tide, esp in navigating a ship into or out of an 
anchorage, harbour, or nver 

'tidemark /-.mahk/ n 1 a mark left by or indicating the (highest) 
position of the tide 2 a mark left on a bath that shows the level reached 
by the water, also a mark left on the body showing the limit of washing 
- chiefly infml 

tide over vt to enable to surmount or withstand a difficulty ['tide] 
tide table n a table of the height of the tide at vanous times of the day 
at 1 place 

'tide.waiter /-.wayta/ n a customs inspector working on the docks or 
aboard ships 

'tide.water /-.wawia/ n la water overflowing land at flood tide b water 
affected by the ebb and flow of the tide 2 low-lying coastal land 
'tide, way /-.way/ n (a current m) a channel in which the tide runs 
tiding /'tieding/ n a piece of news - usu pi with sing meaning (^ood ^ s> 
[ME, fr OE tidung, fr tidan to betide, aktn to MD tiden to go. come, OE 
tid time] 

'tidy /'ticdi/ adj la neat and orderly in appearance or habits, well ordered 
and cared for b methodical, precise (a ^ mimT} 2 large, substantial - 
infml <a profify [ME, timely, in good condition, fr tide time] - tidily 
adv, tidiness n 

’tidy vb to put (things) in order; make (things) neat or tidy - tidier n 
Hidy 71 1 a receptacle for odds and ends (e g sewing materials) 2 chiefly 
NAm a usu decorative t'over used to protect the back, arms, or headrest 
of a chair or sofa from wear or dirt - compare antimacassar 
'tie /tic/ n la a line, nbbon, or cord used for fastening or drawing sthg 
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together b a structural element (e g a rod or angle iron) holding 2 pieces 
together 2 sthg that serves as a connecting link: e g a a moral or legal 
obligation to sby or sthg that restricts freedom of action b a bond of 
kinship or affection 3 a curved line that Joins 2 musical notes of the same 
pitch to denote a single sustained note with the time value of the 2 -3° 
MUSIC 4a a match or game between 2 teams, players, etc <a cup ^ > b 
(a contest that ends in) a draw or dead heat 5 a narrow length of material 
designed to be worn round the neck and tied in a knot in the front 6 NAm 
a railway sleeper [ME teg, tye, fr OE teag\ akin to ON taug rope, 0£ twn 
to pull - more at 'tow] > Heless adj 

*tie vb tying, tieing vt la to fasten, attach, or close by knotting b to form 
a knot or bow in c to make by tying constituent elements <^d a 
wreathy a fishing fly} d to make a bond or connection 2a to unite 
in marriage b to unite (musical notes) by a tie 3 to restrain from 
independence or from freedom of action or choice; constrain (as if) by 
authonty or obligation - often ^ down < d down by his responsibilitiesy 
4a to even (the score) in a game or contest b to even the score of (a game) 
v7 to make a tie, esp to make an equal score ithey ^ d for first 
place} 

'tie-.beam n a beam joining the lower ends of opposite rafters 
ARCHITECTURE 

'tia .break, 'tie .breaker n a contest or game used to select a winner from 
among contestants with tied scores at the end of a previous (phase of a) 
contest 

'tie .clip n a pm or clasp used to hold a tie in place 
tied cottage /tied/ n, Br a house owned by an employer (e g a farmer) 
and reserved for occupancy by an employee 

tied house n a public house in Britain that is bound to sell only the 
products of the brewery that owns or rents it out - compare free 

HOUSE 

'tie-, dye n tie-dyemg 

.tie-'dyeing n a hand method of producing patterns in textiles by tying 
portions of the fabric or yam so that they will not absorb the dye - 
dedycd adj 

tie-.in n t sthg that ties in, relates, or connects 2 a book published to 
coincide with a film or television production to which it is related in some 
way; aJso the act of publishing such a book 

tie in vt to bnng into connection with sthg relevant; esp to coordinate so 
as to produce balance and unity <f/ie illustrations were cleverly tied in 
with the text} ^ vi to be closely connected; esp to correspond <t/iaf ties 
in with what / know already} 

tie.pin /-.pin/ n a decorative pm used to hold a tie in place 
'tier /tia/ n any of a senes of levels (e g m an administration) <r/ie top ^ 
of local government} [MF tire order, rank - more at attire] 

*tier vb to place, arrange, or nse m tiers 

tierce /tbs/ n a sequence of 3 playing cards of the same suit [ME terce, 
tierce third part, fr MF, fr fern of ten, adj. third, fr L tertws - more at 
third] 

tiercel /'tbsl/ n a tercel 

tie-.rod n a rod (e g of steel) used as a connecting member or brace 
tie-, up n a connection, association <a political with gangsters} 
tie up vt 1 to attach, fasten, or bind securely; also to wrap up and fasten 
2 to connect closely; link 3 to place or invest in such a manner as to make 
unavailable for other purposes (Jhis money was tied up in stocks} 4 to 
keep busy <was tied up in conference all day} 5 NAm to restrain from 
operation or progress ^traffic was tied up for miles} ^vi 1 to dock 2 to 
assume a definite relationship (.this ties up with what you were told 
bdbre} 

tiff /tif/ vi or n (to have) a petty quarrel [origin unknown] 
tiffany /'tibni/ n a sheer silk gauze [prob fr obs F ttphanie Epiphany, 
fr LL theophania, fr LGk, denv of Gk theos god + phatnein to show] 
tiffin Aifin/ n a meal or snack taken at midday or in the middle of the 
morning, esp by the British in India [prob alter, of tiffing, gerund of obs 
tiff (to eat or dnnk between meals)] 

tigar /tiega/, fern tigress /'tiegns/ n, p! tigers, (/) tigers, esp collectively 
tiger 1 a very large Asiatic cat having a tawny coat transversely striped 
with black 2 a fierce and often bloodthirsty person [ME ngre, fr OE tiger 
& OF tigre, both fr L tigns, fr Gk, of Iranbn origin; akin to Av tighra- 
pointed; akin to Gk stizein to tattoo] • tigerish adj, tigerishly adv, 
tigerishiMSS n, tigerlikc adj 

tigar baatia a any of numerous active flesh-eating beetles having larvae 
that tunnel in the soil 

tigar cat it a serval, ocelot, or other wildcat of moderate size and 
variegated coloration 


tigar lily n an Asiatic lily commonly grown for its drooping 
orange-coloured flowers densely spotted with black 
tigar moth n any of a family of stout-bodied moths, usu with broad 
stnped or spotted wings 

tigar's-.eya also 'tiger, eye n a usu yellowish brown ornamental gemstone 
consisting mainly of silicates of sodium and iron 
'tight /tiet/ adj Iso close or solid in structure as to prevent passage (e g 
of a liquid or gas) (a ^ roof} ~ oBen in combination (an airtight 
compartment} 2a fixed very firmly in place b firmly stretched, drawn, 
or set c fitting (too) closely 3 set close together (a ^ defensive formation 
in soccer} 4 difficult to get through or out of (in a ^ situation} (a 
spot} 5 firm in control, also charactenzed by such firmness (ran a 
ship} 6 evenly contested (a ^ match} 7 packed, compressed or con- 
densed to (near) the limit (a ^ bale} (a literary style} schedule} 
8 scarce in proportion to demand <'^ money}-, also charactenzed by such 
a scarcity (a ^ labour market} 9 playing in unison (his three week old 
band was surprisingly ^ - The Age (Melbourne)} 10 stingy, miserly 11 
intoxicated, drunk USE (lOAIl) infml [ME, alter of thight, of S^nd 
ongin, akin to ON thettr tight, akin to MHG dihte thick, Skt tanakti it 
causes to coagulate] - tightly adv, tightness n 
*tight adv 1 fast, tightly (the door was shut ^ > 2 in a sound manner 
(sleep -> 

tighten /'tiel(3)n/ vb to make or become tight or tighter or more firm 
or severe - often ^ up - tightener n 

tighten up vi to enforce regulations more stringently - usu on (the 
government is tightening up on tax-dodgers} 

.tight'fisted / •'fistid/ adj reluctant to part with money 
, tight-lipped adj 1 having the lips compressed (e g in determination) 2 
reluctant to speak, taciturn 

‘tightrope /-.rohp/ n 1 a rope or wire stretched taut for acrobats to 
perform on 2 a dangerously precanous situation 
tights /tiets/ n pi a skintight garment covenng each leg (and foot) and 
reaching to the waist - tight adj 

tigon Aiegan/ n a hybnd produced by a mating between a tiger and a 
lioness [tiger + lion] 

tigress /tiegns/ n a female tiger, also a tigensh woman 
tike /tiek/ n a tyke 

tiCde /tilda/ n 1 a mark ' placed esp over the letter n (e g in Spanish 
sehor) to denote the sound /ny/ or over vowels (e'^g m Portuguese irma) 
to indicate nasality 2 a swimgdash, esp as used in mathematics to indicate 
, similanty or equivalence symbol [Sp. fr ML titulus tittle] 

'tile /tiel/ n 1 a thin slab of fired clay, stone, or concrete shaped according 
to use - e g a a flat or curved slab for use on roofs h a flat and often 
ornamented slab for floors, walls, or surrounds c a tube-shaped or 
semicircular and open slab for constructing drams 2 a thin piece of 
resilient material (e g cork or linoleum) used esp for covenng floors or 
walls [ME, fr OE tigeh, akin to ON tigl tile; both fr a prehistonc 
WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr L tegula tile, akin to L tegere to cover 
- more at thatch] -on the tiles enjoying oneself socially, esp in an 
intemperate or wild manner (looks ternble this morning after a night out 
on the tiles) 

*tile vt to cover with tiles - tiler n, tiling n 

'till /til, ll/ prep 1 until 2 chiefly Scot to [ME, fr OE til-, akin to ON til 
to, till, OE til good] 

*till conj until 

*till /til/ vt to work (e g land) by ploughing, sowing, and raising crops [ME 
alien, alien, fr OE tilian; akin to OE til good, suitable, OHG zil goal] - 
tillable adj, tillage n, tiller n 

^ill /I la a receptacle (e g a drawer or tray) in which money is kept in a 
shop or bank b cash register 2 the money contained in a till [AF 
tylle] 

*till n glaaal drift consisting of clay, sand, gravel, and boulders not 
deposited in distinct layers [origin unknown] 

'tillpr /tib/ n a lever used to turn the rudder of a boat from side to side 
[ME aler stock of a crossbow, fr MF teller, lit^ beam of a loom, fr ML 
telarium, fr L tela web - more at 'toil] 

’tiller n a sprout or stalk (from the base of a plant) [fr (assumed) ME, fr 
OE telgor, telgra twig, shoot; akin to OHG zelga twig, Gk daidalos 
ingeniously formed - more at condole] 

*tiller vi, of a plant to put forth tillers 

'tilt /tilt/ vt 1 to cause to slope (don’t ^ the boat} 2 to point or thrust 
(as iO in a joust a lance} ^ w 1 to shift so as to lean or incline 2a 
to engage in combat with lances b to make an impetuous attack at 
wrongs} [ME tulten, tilten-, akin to Sw tulta to waddle] - tiltabla adj, 
titter n 
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*tilt n 1 a military exercise in which a mounted person charges at an 
opponent or mark 2 speed - in at full tilt 3 a written or verbal attack 
- ^ ar 4a tilting or being tilted b a sloping surface 
*tilt tt a canopy for a wagon, boat, lorry, or stall [ME tdd. teltc tent, 
canopy, fr OE tdd, akin to OHG zdt tent] 

tilth /tilth, tildh/ n the state of being tilled; also the condition of tilled 
land </aiK/ in good > [ME, fr OE. fr tiJian to till] 
tiltyard /'tilt.yahd/ n a yard or place for tilting contests 
timbale /'timbayl/ /i 1 (a creamy mixture of meat, vegetables, etc baked 
in) a cup-shaped mould 2 a small pastry shell filled with a cooked timbale 
mixture [F, lit , kettledrum, fr MF. alter of tambaJle, modif of OSp 
atabal, fr Ar af-tabi the drum] 

'timber /"timbo/ n la growing trees or their wood b - used mterjection- 
alj^ to warn of a falling tree 2 wood suitable for carpentry or woodwork 
nun DiNo 3 matenal. stuff, esp personal character or quality 4 Br 
wood or logs, esp when dressed for use [ME, fr OE. building, wood; akin 
to OHG zimbar wood, room, L domus house, Gk demetn to build] - 
timber adj, timberman /-man/ n 
’timber vt to frame, cover, or support with timbers 
timbered Aimbad/ adj having walls framed by exposed timbers 
timber hitch n a knot used to secure a line to a log or spar 
timbering /'timb(a)nng/ n a set or arrangement of timbers 
'timber, line /-.hen/ n trel i inl 

timber wolf n a type of wolf formerly common over much of eastern 
N America 

timbre /'tamba, 'timba, 'tahmba (Fr tr ihr)/ also timber /'timba/ n the 
quality given to a sound by its overtones eg a the resonance by which 
the ear recognizes a voiced speech sound b the quality of tone distinctive 
of a particular singipg voice or musical instrument [F, fr MF, bell struck 
by a hammer, tt Oh, drum, fr MGk tymbanon kettledrum, fr Gk 
tympanon - more at tympanum] 

timbrel /'timbral/ n a small hand drum or tambounne [dim of obs 
timbre (tambourine), fr ME, fr OF, drum] 

'time /tiem/ n la the measurable j^od dunng which an action, process, 
or condition exists or continues physics b a continuum in which 
events succeed one another {stand the test of c leisure for 
reading} 2a the point or penod when sthg occurs (at the of writing} 
b the penod required for an action (the winner's - was under 4 minutes} 
3a a penod set aside or suitable for an activity or event </iow is the - ><a 
for celebration} b an appointed, fixed, or customary moment for sthg 
to happen, begin, or end, esp, Br closing time in a public house as fixed 
by law (hurry up please, it 's ~ - T S Eliot) 4a a histoncal penod - often 
pi with sing meaning (modem ^s> b conditions or circumstances 
prevalent dunng a penod - usu pi with sing meaning <‘^s are hard} c 
the present time (issues of the —} d the expected moment of giving birth 
or dying (her ^ is near} e the end or course of a future period (only — 
will telf} (will happen in ^} 5a a penod of apprenticeship b a term of 
impnsonment - infml 6 a season (very hot for this ^ of year} 7a a tempo 
b the grouping of the beats of music; a rhythm, metre 8a a moment, hour, 
day. or year as measured or indicated by a clock or calendar b any of 
vanous systems (e g sidereal or solar) of reckoning time 9a any of a senes 
of recurnng instances or repeated actions (you’ve been told many -s> 
b pi (1) multiplied instances <5 greater} (2) equal fractional parts of 
which a specified number equal a comparatively greater quantity <7 
smaller} 10 a person’s usu specified expenence, esp on a particular 
occasion (a good ^} 11a the hours or days occupied by one's work 
(make up - > b an hourly rate of pay (on double ^ > 12 the end of the 
playing time of a (section of a) game - often used as an inteijection [ME. 
fr OE tima, akin to ON timi time, OE tid - more at tide] - at times at 
intervals; occasionally - behind tbe times old-fashioned - for the time 
being for the present > from time to time at irregular intervals - in time 
1 sufficiently early 2 eventually 3 in correct tempo (leam to play in 
time) - on time at the appointed time - time and (time) again frequently, 
repeatedly 

*tim« vt 1 to arrange or set the time of 2 to regulate the moment, speed, 
or duration of, esp to achieve the desired effect (an i//-timed remark} 3 
to cause to keep time with sthg 4 to determine or record the time, 
duration, or speed of a journey} ^vi to keep or beat time - 
timer n 

*tima adj 1 of or recording time 2 (able to be) set to function at a specific 
moment (a bomb} (a ^ switch} 

.time and a 'half n payment of a worker (e g for overtime) at I Vi times 
the regular wage rate 

.time and 'motion adj of or concerned with studying the efficiency of 
working methods, esp in industry 


'time .capsule n a capsule that has contemporary articles sealed in it and 
IS then buned (e g underneath a new building) with the intention that 
those who open it in future years may gam an impression of what life was 
like when it was buned 

time clock n a clock that stamps an employee's starting and finishing 
times on a card 

'time-con, euming adj using or taking up (too) much time 
chores} ('^ tactics} 

time exposure n (a photograph taken by) exposure of a photographic 
film for a relatively long time, usu more than 0 5s 
'time-, honoured adj sanctioned by custom or tradition , 
time immemorial /imi'mawn al/ n time beyond living memory or 
histoncal record 

'time.keeper /-.keepa/ n sby who records the time worked by 
employees, elapsed in a race, etc - timekeeping n 
'time ,lag n an interval of time between 2 related phenomena 
'time-,lapse adj of or constituting a method of cinema photography in 
which a slow action (eg the opening of a flower bud) is filmed in 
successive stages so as to appear speeded up on the screen 
'timeless Alls/ la unending, eternal b not rest ncted to a particular 
time or date 2 not affected by time, ageless - timelessly adv, timcless- 
neas n 

'timely Alt/ adv or adj at an appropnate time - timelinesa n 
.time-'out n a suspension of play in any of several sports (c g basketball); 
broadly, NAm a brief suspension of activity 
.time out of 'mind n timf immfmoriai 

'time.piece /-,pces/ n a clock, watch, etc that measures or shows 
progress of time, esp one that docs not chime 
times /tiemz/ prep multiplied by <2 2 is 4} 

'time.server /-.suhva/ n sby who fits behaviour and ideas to prevailing 
opinions or to his/her superiors' views 

'time-, sharing n 1 simultaneous access to a computer by many users 2 
a method of sharing holiday accommixlation whereby each of a number 
of people buys a share of a lease on a property, entitling him/her to spend 
a proportionate amount of time there each year 
time signature n a sign placed on a musical staff being usu a fraction 
whose denominator indicates the kind of note taken as the time unit for 
the beat (c g 4 for a crotchet or 8 for a quaver) and whose numerator 
indicates the number of beats per bar music 
''time.table /-.taybi/ n 1 a table of departure and amval times of public 
transpon 2 a schedule showing a planned order or sequence of events, 
esp of classes (e g in a school) 

’timetabla \t to arrange or provide for in a timetable 
‘time, worn -,wawn/ adj 1 worn or impaired by time 2 anaent, 
age-old 

'time ,ione n a geographical region within which the same standard time 
IS used 

timid /'timid/ adj lacking in courage, boldness, or self-confidence [L 
timiJus, fr timere to fear] - timidly adv, timidnesa, timidity 
/li'midali/ n 

timing /'tiemmg/ n selection for maximum effect of the precise moment 
for doing sthg ['time ^ ’-inoJ 

timocracy /tie'mokrasi/ n government in which a a certain amount of 
property is necessary for office b love of honour is the ruling pnnciple 
[MF tymocracie, fr ML timocratia, fr Gk umokratia, fr tune price, value, 
honour ^ ’kratia -cracy - more at pain] ~ timocratic /.tiemd'kratik/, 
timocntical adj 

timorous /'tim(a)r:>s/ adj timid [ME. fr MF timoureus, fr ML timoro- 
sus, fr L timor fear, fr timere to fear] - timorously adv, timorous- 
new n 

timothy Atimathi/ n a European grass widely grown for hay [prob fr 
Timothy Hanson, 1 8th-c US farmer said to have introduced it from New 
England to the southern states of the USA] 

Timothy n (cither of 2 New Testament Pastoral Epistles addressed to) 
a disciple of the apostle Paul [L Timotheus, fr Gk Ttmotheos] 
timpani Aimpani/ n pi but sing or pi in constr a set of 2 or 3 kettledrums 
played by 1 performer (e g in an orchestra) [It, pi of timpano kettledrum, 
fr L tympanum drum - more at tympanum] - timpuist n 
'tin /tin/ n 1 a soft lustrous metallic element that is malleable and ductile 
at ordinary temperatures and is used as a protective coating, in tinfoil, and 
in soft solders and alloys periodic table 2 a box, can, pan, vessel, 
or sheet made of tinplate: e g a a hermetically sealed tinplate container 
for preserving foods b any of vanous usu tinplate or aluminium contain- 
ers of different shapes and sizes in which food is cooked, esp in an oven 
(roasting ^ } (loaf ^ ) 3 a stnp of resonant material below the board on 
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the front wall of a squash court sport [ME. fr OE; akin to OHG 
zin tin] - tlnful n 

*tin vt ’iin- 1 to cover or plate with tin or a tin alloy 2 chiefly Br 
'can la 

tinctorial /tingk'tawn-al/ adj of colours, dyeing, or staining [L tinc- 
tonus, fr tinctus, pp] - tinctorially adv 
'tincture /ting(k)cha/ n la a substance that colours or stains b a colour, 
hue 2 a slight addition; a trace 3 a heraldic metal, colour, or fur 4 a 
solution of a substance in alcohol for medicinal use of iodine^ [ME. 

fr L tinctun act of dyeing, fr tinctus^ pp of tingere to tinge] 

‘tincture vt to tint or stain with a cdlour 

tinder Amda/ n any combustible substance suitable for use as kindling 
[ME. fr OE tyndcr, akin to OHG zuntra tinder, OE tendan to kindle] - 
tindery adj 

tinder, box />,boks/ n la a metal box for holding tinder and usu a flint 
and steel for striking a spark b a highly inflammable object or place 2 
a potentially unstable place, situation, or person 
tine /tien/ n 1 a prong (e g of a fork) 2 a pointed branch of an antler 
[ME find, fr OE; akin to OHG zint point, tine] - fined adj 
tinea Aim-a/ n a fungous disease of the skin, esp nngwoim [ME, fr ML. 
fr L, worm, moth] - tineal adj 
tin fish 0 a torpedo - slang 

tinfoil /.tinfoyl, n a thin metal sheeting of tin, aluminium, or a tin 
alloy 

'tinge /'tinj/ vt tingeing, tinging 1 to colour with a slight shade 2 to 
impart a slight smell, taste, or other quality to [ME tingen, fr L tingere 
to dtp. moisten, tinge; akin to OHG dunkon to dip, Gk tcngein to 
moisten] 

Hinge n 1 a slight staining or suffusmg colour 2 a shght modifying 
quality; a trace 

tin glaze n an opaque ceramic glare containing tin oxide - tin 
glaze vt 

tingle Amg-gl/ vi or n tingling /ting gling/ (to feel or cause) a stinging, 
pnekhng, or thrilling sensation [vb ME tinglen, alter of tinkJen to tinkle, 
ungle; n fr vb] - tingUngiy adv, tingly adj 

tin god o 1 a pompous and self-important person 2 sby unjustifiably 
esteemed or venerated USE infml 
tin hat n a present-day military metal helmet - infml 
'tinker Aingka/ n 1 a usu itinerant mender of household utensils 2 
chiefly Scot A Irish a gipsy [ME tinkere] 

Hinker vi to repair, adjust, or work with sthg in an unskilled or expenmen- 
tal manner - usu + ar or with - tinkerer n 

.tinker's 'cuss n damn 2 - chiefly in not give a tinker's cuss [prob fr 
the tinkers’ reputation for sweating] 

.tinker's 'damn, .tinker's 'dam n, NAm tinker's cuss 
'tinkle Aingkl/ vb tinkling /'tingkling, 'tingkl ing/ vi to make (a sound 
suggestive oO a tinkle ^ vf 1 to sound or make known (the time) by a 
tinkle 2 to cause to (make a) tinkle [ME tinklen, freq of tinken to tinkle, 
of imit ongin] - tinkly adj 

Hinkle n 1 a senes of short light nnging or clinking sounds 2 a jingling 
effect in verse or prose 3 Br a telephone call - infml 4 Br an act of 
urinatmg - euph 
tinman Ainman/ n a tinsmith 
tinner Aina/ n a tin mmer or tinsmith 

tinnitus /ti'nietas/ n a subjective nnging or roanng sensation of noise [L. 
ringing, tinmtus, fr tinnitus, pp of tinnire to nng, of imit origin] 
tinny Aim/ adj 1 of. containing, or yielding tin 2a having the taste, 
smell, or appearance of tin b not solid or durable, shoddy <4 car) 3 
having a thin metallic sound - tionily adv, tinniocss n 
.Tin Pan 'Alleyn a distnct that is a centre for composers and publishers 
of popular music; also, sing or pi in constr the body of such composers 
and publishers 

.tin'plate /-'playt/ n thin sheet iron or steel coated with tin - 
tln-plata vt 

Tin*, pot adj paltry <a ^ little organization") - infml 
'tinsel /*tins(a)l/ n 1 a thread, stnp, or sheet of metal, plastic, or paper 
used to produce a glittering and sparkling effect (eg in fabric’s or 
decorations) 2 sthg superficial, showy, or glamorous <the ~ of stardom) 
[MF estincelle, estanede, etincelle spark, glitter, spangle - more at 
STENaL] - tisselkd, NAm tinseled, tinselled adj 
Hinael adj cheaply gaudy; tawdry 

tin.smlth /-.smith/ n sby who works with sheet metal (e g tinplate) 
Tin.stone /-^lohn/ n cassiterite 

'tint /tint/ fl la a usu slight or pale coloration; a hue b any of various 
tighter or darker shades of a colour; esp one produced by adding white 


2 a shaded effect in engraving produced by fine parallel lines close 
together 3 a panel of light colour serving as background for pnnting on 
[alter, of earlier tmet, fr L tmetus act of dyeing, fr tinctus, pp of tingere 
to tinge] 

Hint vt to apply a tint to; colour - tinter n 

tintinnabulation /,tinti,nabyoo'laysh(a)n/ n 1 the ringing of bells 2 a 
sound as if of bells USE fml [L tintinnabulum bell, fr tmtinnare to ring. 
Jingle, of imit ongin] 

tiny /’ticni/ adj very small or diminutive [alter of ME tine] - tinily adv, 
tininess n 

'tip /tip/ n 1 the usu pointed end of sthg 2 a small piece or part serving 
as an end. cap. or point <4 filter-wp cigarette) [ME, akin to MHG zipf 
tip, OE tieppa tap - more at 'tap] - tipped adj - on the tip of one's tongue 
about to 1^ uttered </! was on the tip of my tongue to tell him exactly 
what I thought) 

Hip vt -pp- la to supply with a tip b to cover or adorn the tip of 2 to attach 
(an insert) in a b^k ~ usu > in 

Hip vb -pp- vt 1 to overturn, upset - usu > over 2 to cant, tilt 3 Br to 
deposit or transfer by tilting '^vi 1 to topple 2 to lean, slant [ME tipen] 
- tip the scales 1 to register weight <tips the scales at 8 stone 4 ounces) 
2 to shift the balance of power or influence (^his greater experience tipped 
the scales in his favour) 

Hip n a place for tipping sthg (e g rubbish or coal); a dump 
Hip vt -pp- to stnke lightly [ME tippe (light blow, tap), akin to LG tippen 
to tap] 

Hip vb or n -pp- (to give or present with) a sum of money in appreciation 
of a service performed [prob fr Vip] 

Hip n 1 a piece of useful or expert information 2 a piece of inside 
information which, acted upon, may bnng financial gam (e g by betting 
or investment) [prob fr *tip] 

Hip vt -pp- to mention as a prospective winner, success, or profitable 
investment 

'tip-.off n a tip given usu as a warning 

tip off vt to give a tip-off to (the piylice were tipped off about the 
raid) 

tipper /'tipo/ n a lorry, trailer, etc whose body can be tipped on its chassis 
to empty the contents [’tip f ^-er] 

tippet /'tipit/ /I 1 a shoulder cape of fur or cloth often with hanging ends 
2 a long black scarf worn over the surplice by Anglican clergymen dunng 
morning and evening prayer [ME tipet] 

'tippie /'tipl/ vb tippling Aipl ing, 'tipling/ vt to dnnk (esp spirits), esp 
' continuously in small amounts ^ vi drink 2 USE infml [back-formation 
fr obs tippler (seller of dnnk), fr ME tipicr, tipe/er] - tippler Aiph/ n 
Hippie n DRINK lb - infml 

tipstaff /'tip.stahf/ n, pi tipstaves /-.stayvz/ an officer in certain law- 
courts [obs tipstaff {staff tipped with metal)] 

tipster /'tipsta/ n one who gives or sells tips, esp for gambling or 
speculation 

tipsy /'tipsi/ adj 1 unsteady, staggenng, or foolish from the effects of 
alcoholic dnnk 2 askew <a angle) ['tip ♦ -sy (as in tncksy)] - tipsily 
adv, tipsiness n 

''tip, toe /-,toh/ n the tip of a toe; also the ends of the toes (walk 
on 

Hiptoe adv (as lO on tiptoe 

Hiptoe adj 1 standing or walking (as iQ on tiptoe 2 cautious, stealthy 
Hiptoe vi tiptoeing 1 to stand, walk, or raise oneself on tiptoe 2 to walk 
silently or stealthily as if on tiptoe 

.tip-top adj excellent, first-rate (in ~ condition) - infml - tip-top 
adv 

tirade /tie'rayd/ n a long vehement speech or denunciation [F, shot. 

tirade, fr MF, fr Olt tirata, fr tirare to draw, shoot; akin to Sp & Pg tirar 
^ to draw, shoot, OF tirer] 

'"tire /tie-a/ vi to become tired ^ vr 1 to fatigue 2 to wear out the patience 
of [ME tyren, fr OE teonan, tyrian] 

Hire n a woman’s headband or hair ornament [ME, short for attire] 
Hire vt to adorn (the hair) with an ornament 
Hire n, chiefly NAm a tyre 

tired /ticod/ a</> 1 weary, fatigued 2 exasperated; fed up of //stenin^ 

to your complaints) 3a trite, hackneyed (the same old themes) b 
lacking freshness <a skin) ('^, overcooked asparagus) - tiredly adv, 
tiredness n 

tireleie /'tie*elis/ adj indefatigable, untinng - tirelessly adv, tireless- 
ness fi 

tiresome /'tie-asam/ adj wearisome, tedious - tiresomely adv, tiresome- 
oess n 
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tiro /’tie.roh/ n a tyro 

tisane /ti'zahn/ n an infusion (e g of dried herbs) used as a beverage or 
for medicinal effects [ME, fr MF, fr L ptisana, fr Gk ptisane, lit . crushed 
barley] 

tissue /'tishooh; also 'tisyooh/ n la a fine gauzy of\en sheer fabnc b a 
mesh, web {a - of lies} 2 a paper handkerchief 3 a cluster of ceils, usu 
of a particular kind, together with their intercellular substance that form 
any of the structural materials of a plant or animal [ME nssu, a nch 
fabnc, fr OF, fr pp of t/srre to weave, fr L fejrere - more at technical] 

- tiasuey adj 

tissue paper n a thin gauzy paper used esp for protecting sthg (e g by 
covenng) 

'tit /tit/ n 1 a teat or nipple 2 a woman's breast - infml [ME, fr OE - 
more at teai] 

’tit n any of various small tree-dwelling insect-eating birds (e g a blue tit), 
broadly any of vanous small plump often long-tailed birds [short for 
titmouse] 

titan /'iict(3)n/, fern titaneas /,tiet(3)n'es, '— / n sby or sthg very large or 
strong, also sby nouble for outstanding achievement [Gk, one of a family 
of mythical giants once ruling the earth] 
titan-, titano- comb form titanium <titanate> [NL titanium] 

'titanic /tie'tanik/ adj colossal, gigantic [Gk titanikos of the Titans] - 
titanically adv 

’titanic /ti'tanik, tie-/ adj of or containing titanium, esp when tetravalent 
[NL titanium] 

titanium /titaynyam, -m am. tie-/ n a light strong metallic element used 
esp in alloys and combined in refractory materials and in coatings 
PI RioDic 1 AiJi E (NL, fr Gk Titan] 

ti.tanium di'oxjde n an oxide of titanium that is used esp as a 
pigment 

titanous /ti'tanas, tic-/ adj of or containing titanium, esp when trivaient 
[ISV] 

titbit /'tit, bit/, chiefly NAm tidbit /'tid-/ n a choice or pleasing piece (e g 
of food or news) [perh fr tit' (as in titmouse) + bit] 
titchy /'tichi/ adj, Br small, scant - infml [tich, titch (small person or 
thing), fr little Tich, stage-name of Harry Ralph tl928 dwadi&h E 
comedian] 

titer /'tieta, 'tecta/ n, chiefly NAm a tilre 

titfer /'titfa/ n, Br a hat infml [rhyming slang tit for (tat)] 

,tit for 'tat /tat/ n an equivalent given in retaliation (c g for an injury) 
[alter of earlier tip for tap, fr tip (blow) 4 for + tap] 

'tithe /ticdh/ vi to pay a tithe or tithes vt to levy a tithe on [ME tithen. 

fr OE teogothian, fr tcogotha tenth] - tithable adj, titber n 
’tithe n a tax or contribution of a 10th part of sthg (e g income) for the 
support of a religious establishment, esp such a tax formerly due in an 
English parish to support its church [ME, fr OE tetigotha tenth, akin to 
MLG tegede tenth; both fr a prehistoric WGmc derivative of the word 
represented by OE ticn ten - more at ten] 
tithing /'tiedhing/ n a former small administrative division of England 
apparently ong consisting of 10 men with their families [ME, fr OE 
twthung, fr teogothian, teothian to tithe, take one tenth] 
titi /'tec, tee/ n any of vanous small S Amencan monkeys [Sp titi, fr 
Aymara titi, lit , little cat] 

titian /'tish(a)n/ adj, often cap, esp of hair reddish brown [Titian 
(Tiziano Vecelli) tI576 It painter] 

titillate Aili.Iayt/ vt to excite pleasurably; arouse by stimulation [L 
Utillatus, pp of titillare] -titillating adj, titillatingly adv, titillation 
/-'laysh(a)n/ n, titillative /-,layiiv/ adj 

titivata, tittivate /'titivayt/ vb to smarten up (oneself or another) [perh 
fr 'tidy 1 -vate (as in renova/e)] - titivation /-'vaysh(a)n/ n 
'title /'tieti/ n 1 (a document giving proof oO legal ownership 2a sthg that 
justifies or substantiates a claim b an alleged or recognized right 3a a 
desenptive or general heading (e g of a chapter in a book) b the heading 
of a legal document or statute c a title page and the printed matter on 
It d written matenal introduced into a Him or television programme to 
represent credits, dialogue, or fragments of narrative - usu pi with sing, 
meaning 4 the distinguishing name of a work of art (e g a book, picture 
or musical composition) 5 a descriptive name 6 a division of a legal 
document; esp one larger than a section or article 7 a literary work as 
distinguished from a particular copy (jfublished 25 last year} 8 
designation as champion (the world heavyweight 9 a here^tary or 
acquired appellation given to a person or family as a mark of rank, office, 
or attainment [ME, fr OF. fr L tituJus inscription, title) 

’title vt t to provide a title for 2 to designate or call by a title 
titled adj having a title, esp of nobility 


title deed n the deed constituting evidence of ownership 
title page n a page of a book giving the title, author, publisher, and 
publication details 

title role n the role in a production (e g a play) that has the same name 
as the title of the production 

titmouse /'iit,mows/ n, pi titmice /-,mies/ ^tit (ME titmose, fr 
(assumed) ME tit any small object or creature ^ ME mose titmouse, fr 
OE mase-, akin to OHG meisa titmouse] 

Titoism /'tecloh,iz(3)m/ n the policies associated with Tito, specif 
nationalist policies followed by a communist state independently of and 
often in opposition to the USSR [Tito (Josip Broz) tl980 J’resident of 
Yugoslavia] - Yitoist n or adj 

titrate /tietrayt/ vb to subject to or perform titration [titre] - titrattble 
adj, titrator n 

titration /tie‘traysh(3)n/ n a method or the process of determining the 
strength of, or the concentration of a substance in, a solution by finding 
the amount of test liquid needed to bring about a complete reaction with 
a liquid of known concentration 

titre, NAm chiefly titer /tieta, 'teeta/ n the strength of a solution or the 
concentration of a substance in solution as determined by titration [F titre 
title, proportion of gold or silver in a com, fr OF title inscnption, 
title] 

titter /‘tita/ VI to giggle, snigger [imit] - titter n 
tittivate /'titivayt/ vb to titivate 

tittle /titl/ n 1 a point or small sign used as a diacritical mark in writing 
or printing 2 a very small part [ME titel, fr ML titulus, fr L, title] 
'tittie-.tattle /'tatl/ vi or n (to) gossip, prattle [n redupl of ^tattle, vb 
fr n] 

titty Aiti/ n 'ti r - infml 

titular /‘tityoob/ adj 1 in title only, nominal (the head of a political 
partyy 2 of or constituting a title < the - hero of the p/a>'> [L titulus title] 

- titularly adv 

tizzy Aizi/ n a highly excited and confused state of mind - infml [ongin 
unknown] 

tmesis /ta'meesis/ n separation of parts of a grammatical compound by 
another word or words (e g in every ‘bloody 'inhere) [LL, fr Gk tmais act 
of cutting, fr temnein to cut - more at tome] 

TNT n tnnitrotolucne [fruiitro/oluene] 

'to /.tooh, unstressed preceedmg vowels too; unstressed preceeding conson- 
ants u/ prep 1 - used to indicate a terminal point or destination e g a 
a place where a physical movement or an action or condition suggestive 
of movement ends (dnve — the city} (invited them lunchy b a 
direction • the road ^ Londony (turned his back ^ the door) c a 
terminal jw.nt in mcasunng or reckoning or in a statement of extent or 
limits (10 miles ^ the nearest towny (cost from £5 £/(7> (wet ~ the 

skin} (not ^ my knowledgey (add salt — tastey d a point in time before 
which a penod is reckoned <5 minutes 5) (how long ^ dmnerTy e a 
point of contact or proximity (pinned it - my coaty (applied polish ^ 
the table} f a purpose, intention, tendency, result, or end (a temple ^ 
Mars} (broken pieces} (held them ^ ransom} (much ^ my sur- 
pnse} g the one to or for which sthg exists or is done or directed (kind 
— animals} (my letter ~ John} 2 - used a to indicate addition, 
attachment, connection, belonging, or possession (add 17 20} (the key 

^ the door} b to indicate accompaniment or response (danced live 
music} (rose the occasion} 3 - used to indicate relationship or 
conformity c g a relative position (next door me} b proportion or 
composition (400 - the box} (won by 17 points ^ 11} e correspondence 
to a standard (second — none} (compared him a god} (true — type} 
4a - used to indicate that the following verb is an infinitive (wants ^ 
go} igot work -- do}, now often used with an intervening adverb 
rod/y understand} in spite of the disapproval of many, often used by itself 
at the end of a clause in place of an infinitive suggested by the preceding 
context (knows more than he seems -> b for the purpose of (did it - 
annoy } [ME, fr OE to, akin to OHG zuo to, L donee as long as. until] 
’to adv la ~ used to indicate direction towards, chiefty in to and fro b close 
to the wind (the ship hove ^y 2 of a door or window into contact, esp 
with the frame (the door slammed ~ > 3 - used to indicate application 
or attention, compare fall to, turn to 4 back into consciousness or 
awareness (brings her ^ with smelling salts} 5 at hand (saw her 
close ^} 

toad /tohd/ n 1 any of numerous tailless leaping amphibians that difTer 
from the related frogs by living more on land and in having a shorter 
squatter body with a rough, dry, and warty skin 2 a loathsome and 
contemptible person or thing [ME tode, fr OE Okie, tadige] 
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'toadiflax /-.flaks/ n a common Eurasian perennial plant of the figwort 
family that has showy yellow and orange flowers 
,toad-in-tha-'hola n a dish of sausages baked m a thick Yorkshire- 
pudding batter 

'toad, Stool /-.stoohl/ n a (poisonous or inedible) umbrella-shaped fungus 
[ME todcstool, tadestool, fr tode, fade toad + sfoo/] 
toady /’tohdi/ vi or n (to behave as) a sycophant [n fr earlier toadeater 
(mountebank's assistant who pretended to eat poisonous toads to prove 
the value of his master's antidote, servile dependant, sycophant); vb fr n] 
- toadyism n 

,tO-and‘'f ro noradj (activity involving alternating movement) forwards 
and backwards 

to and fro adv from one place to another; back and forth 
'toast /tohst/ vt 1 to make (e g bread) cnsp, hot, and brown by heat 2 
to warm thoroughly (e g at a fire) ^ vi to become toasted, esp to become 
thoroughly warm [ME fasten, fr MF foster, fr LL tostare to roast, fr L 
tostus, pp of torrere to dry, parch - more at thirst] 

Hoast n 1 sliced bread browned on both sides by heat 2a sthg in honour 
of which people dnnk b a highly popular or admired person <5/ie‘s the 
~ of London} 3 an act of drinking in honour of sby or sthg [(2) fr the 
use of pieces of spiced toast to flavour dnnks, (3) 'roasr] 

*toaat vt to drink to as a toast ['roas/j 

toaster /tohsta/ n an electncal appliance for toasting esp bread [‘toast 
+ *-fr] 

'toasting .fork /'tohstmg/ n a long-handled fork on which bread is held 
for toasting in front of or over a fire 

'toastmaster /-.mahsu/, fern 'toast, mistress n sby who presides at a 
banquet, proposes toasts, and introduces after-dinner speakers 
tobacco /ta^akoh/ n, pi tobaccos 1 any of a genus of chiefly Amencan 
plants of the nightshade family, esp a tall erect annual S Amencan herb 
cultivated for its leaves 2 the leaves of cultivated tobacco prepared for use 
in smoking or chewing or as snufT, also cigars, cigarettes, or other 
manufactured products of tobacco [Sp tahaco, prob fr Tamo, roll of 
tobacco leaves smoked by the Indians of the Antilles at the time of 
Columbus] 

tobacco mosaic n any of several mosaic virus diseases of plants of the 
nightshade family, esp tobacco 

tobacconist /ta'bakanist/ n a seller of tobacco, esp in a shop [irreg fr 
tobacco + -IS/] 

to-'ba adj future - usu used after a noun; often in combination <a 
bnde-lo-be} 

toboggan /ta'bogan/ vi or n (to ride on) a long liglxt sledge, usu curvec 
up at the front and used esp for gliding downhill over snow or ice [n CanJ 
/obo^an, of Algonquian origin, akin to Micmac tobagun sledge made of 
skin; vb fr n] - tolxigganist n 

toby Aohbi/t toby Jug n a small jug or mug generally used for beer and 
shaped somewhat like a stout man with a cocked hat for the bnm [Toby, 
nickname for Tobias] 

toccata /ta'kahta/ n a musical composition in a free style and character- 
ized by rapid runs, usu for organ or harpsichord [It, fr fern of toccato, 
pp of toccare to touch, fr (assumed) VL - more at touch] 

Toe H Aok ,aych/ n a soaety of Christians for fellowship and charitable 
work, founded in Ypres in 1915 by Rev P T B Clayton [toe (signallers' 
former code word for the letter r) -t- h, initials of Talbot House, name of 
club from which the society developed] 

Tocharian /to'kahn-an/ n 1 a member of a people of supposed Euro- 
pean ongm inhabiting central Asia during the 1st millennium ad 2 an 
extinct language of central Asia [L Tochari (pi), fr Gk Tocharoi] 
tocopherol /to'kofa,rol/ n a compound of high vitamin E pof^cy 
obtained from germ oils or by synthesis [ISV, denv of Gk tokos 
childbirth, offspring + pherein to carry, bear - more at *bearJ 
tocain /'toksin/ n an alarm bell rung as a warning [MF toquassen, fr 
OProv tocasenh, fr tocar to touch, ring a bell (fr assumed VL toccare) + 
sent sign, bell, fr ML & L signum-, ML, bell, fr LL, ringing of a bell, fr 
L, mark, sign - more at touch, 'sign] 

'tod /tod/ n, chiefly Scot A NEng a fox [ME] 

*tod o, Br [rhyming slang Tod (Sloan) own, alone, prob fr James Forman 
(Tod) Sloan t1933 US jockey] - on one's tod alone > slang 
today /ta'day/ adv or n 1 (on) this day 2 (at) the present time or age 
[adv ME, fr OE todaege, tddaeg, fr to to, at + dsege, dat of dxg day; n 
fr adv] 

toddle /todl/ vi toddling /todling, 'todl ing/ 1 to walk haltingly in the 
manner of a young child 2a to take a stroll; saunter b Br to depart <77/ 
just ^ off home} USE (J) infml [origin unknown] - toddle n 
toddler Aodb/ n a young child [toddle '-er] 


toddy Ttodi/ n a usu hot dnnk consisting of spints mixed with water, 
sugar, and spices [Hindi tap juice of the palmyra palm, fr /if palmyra 
palm, fr Skt tala] 

to-'do n, pi toHlos bustle, fuss - infml 

'toe /toh/ n la(l) any of the digits at the end of a vertebrate’s foot (2) 
the fore end of a foot or hoof b the front of sthg worn on the foot 2a a 
part like a toe in position or form <//ie ^ of Italy} b the lowest part (e g 
of an embankment, dam, or clifl) [ME to, fr OE /i; akin to OHG zeha 
toe, L digitus finger, toe] 

*toe vt toeing 1 to provide with a toe; esp to renew the toe of a shoe} 

2 to touch, reach, or dnve with the toe - toe the line to conform 
ngorousiy to a rule or standard 

toea /toh a/ n Papua New Guinea at naiionality [native name 
in Papua New Guinea] 

'toa .cap n a piece of matenal (e g steel or leather) attached to the toe of 
a shoe or boot to reinforce or decorate it 
toed /tohd/ adj having a toe or toes, esp of a specified kind or number 

- usu in combination <5-tocd> (roun J-toed shoes} 

‘toe.hold /-.hohld/ n la a hold or place of support for the toes (e g in 
climbing) b a slight footing (the firm had a ^ in the export market} 2 
a wrestling hold in which the aggressor bends or twists his opponent's 
foot 

'toe-.in n adjustment of the front wheels of a motor vehicle so that they 
are closer together at the front than at the back 
toff /tof/ n, chiefly Br an upper-class usu well-dressed person - infml 
[prob alter, of tuft (titled undergraduate)] 
toffee, toffy /'tofi/ n a sweet with a texture ranging from chewy to brittle, 
made by boiling sugar, water, and often butter [alter of taffy] 
'toffee-,apple n a toflee-covered apple held on a stick 
'toffee-.nosed adj, Br stuck-up - infml 

toft /toft/ n, Br an entire holding compnsing a homestead and additional 
land [ME, fr OE. fr ON topt] 

tog /tog/ vt -gg- to dress, esp in fine clothing - usu up or out, infml 
[/ogs] 

toga /'tohga/ n a loose outer garment worn in public by citizens of ancient 
Rome GARMENT [L, akin to L tegere to cover - more at ih^tch] 

- togaed /tohgad/ adj 

together /ta’gedha/ adv la m or into I place, mass, collection, or group 
(the men get every Thursday for poker} b in joint agreement or 
cooperation, as a group (students and staff presented the petition} 2a 
in or into contact (e g connection, collision, or union) (mix these ingredi- 
ents '^}(tie the ends -> b in or into association, relationship, or 
harmony (colours that go well ^} 3a at one time, simultaneously 
(everything happened b in succession; without intermission <was 
depressed for days > 4 of a single unit in or into an integrated whole 
(pull yourself — > 5a to or with each other (eyes too close ~ > - used 
as an intensive after certain verbs (add } (confer ^ > b considered as 
a unit; collectively (these arguments taken ^ make a convincing case} 
[ME togedere, fr OE togtedere, fr to to + gasdere together, akin to MHG 
gater together, OE gaderian to gather] - together with with the addi- 
tion of 

to'getherness /-ms/ n the feeling of belonging together 
'toggle /'tog(d)l/ n l a piece or device for holding or secunng; esp a 
crosspiece attached to the end of or to a loop in a chain, rope, line, etc, 
usu to prevent slipping, to serve as a fastening, or as a gnp for tightening 
2 (a device having) a toggle joint [origin unknown] 

^toggle vt toggling /’togl ing/ to provide or fasten (as lO with a toggle 
toggle Joint n a device having 2 bars joined end to end so that when a 
force IS exerted by a screw at the joint, a pressure is exerted along the 2 
bars 

togs /togz/ 17 pi clothes - infml [pi of slang tog (coat), short for obs 
. togeman, togman] 

'toll /loyl/ n long strenuous fatiguing labour [ME toile, fr AF toyl, fr OF 
toeil battle, confusion, fr toeillier] - toilftil aeft toilsome /-s(a)m/ adj 
*toil VI 1 to work hard and long 2 to proceed with laborious effort <'^ing 
wearily up the hill} [ME toilen to argue, struggle, fr AF toiller, fr OF 
toeillier to stir, disturb, dispute, fr L tudiculare to crush, grind, fr tudicula 
machine for crushing olives, dim. of tudes hammer; akin to L tundere to 
beat - more at 'stint] - toiler n 

*toil n sthg by or with which one is held fast or inextricably involved - usu 
pi with sing, meaning (caught in the sof the law} [MF toile cloth, net, 
fr L tela web, fr texere to weave, construct - more at technical] 
toile /twahl/ n 1 any of many plain or simple twill weave fabrics; esp 
linen 2 a muslin model of a garment [F, cloth, linen] 
toilet /toylit/ n 1 the act or process of dressing and grooming oneself 
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2a a fixture or arrangement for receiving and disposing of faeces and unne 
b a room or compartment containing a toilet and sometimes a washbasin 
3 cleansing in preparation for or in association with a medical or surgical 
procedure 4 formal or fashionable (style oO dress - fml (MF toilette cloth 
put over the shoulders while dressing the hair or shaving, dim of toile 
cloth] 

'toilet .paper n a thin usu absorbent paper for sanitary use after 
defecation or urination 

toiletry /'toylitn/ n an article or preparation (eg cologne) used in 
washing, grooming, etc - usu pi 

toilette /toy'let. twah'let {Fr twalit)/ n ioii,ft 1, 4 [F. fr MF] 

'toilet .training n the process of training a child to control bladder and 
bowel movements and to use the toilet - toilet train vt 
'toilet .water n (a) liquid containing a high percentage of alcohol used 
esp as a light perfume 

to-ing and fro-ing /.tooh ing and 'froh-ing/ n, pi to-inga and fro-ings 
bustling unproductive activity [/o and /ro] 

Tokay /'tohkay, toh'kie/ n a usu sweet dark gold wine made near Tokaj 
m Hungary 

'token /'tohkan/ n 1 an outward sign or expression (e g of an emotion) 
2a a charactenstic mark or feature (a white flag is a ^ of surrender b 
an instance nf a linguistic expression 3a a souvenir, keepsake b sthg given 
or shown as a guarantee (c g of authority, nght. or identity) 4 a coinlike 
piece issued a as money by anyone other than a government b for use 
in place of money (e g for a bus fare) 5 a certified statement redeemable 
for a usu specified form of merchandise to the amount stated thereon 
hook ■«- > [ME, fr OE tacen, lacn sign, token, akin to OHG zeihhan sign, 
Gk deiknynai to show - more at diction] - by tbc same token further- 
more and for the same reason 

‘token adj 1 done or giver as a token, esp in partial fulfilment of an 
obligation or engagement </i payment') 2 done or given merely for 
show <' - resistance) 

tokeniam /'tohka,ni4,))m/ n the making of only a token eHort 
token money n 1 money of regular government issue having a greater 
face value than mtnnsic value 2 a medium of exchange consisting of 
privately issued tokens 

tol-, tolu- comb form toluene <tolu/c> [ISV, fr tolu balsam of Tolu (a 
balsam from a tropical Am tree), fr Sp tolu, fr Santiago de Tolu, town in 
Colombia] 

tolbooth /tokbcwhlh, 'tohl*/ n, Scot 1 town kaic 2 a jail [ME 
(olhothe, lollbothe tollNxith, town hall, jail] 
told /tohld/ past of i n i 

Toledo /to'laydoh/ n, pi Toledos a finely tempered sword [Toledo, 
province & town in Spam] 

tolerable /'lol(3)rabl/ adj 1 capable of being borne or endured pain) 

2 mixleralely gcxxl or agreeable <a ->► singing voice) - tolerably adv, 
tolerability /,tol(3)r3'bibli/ n 

tolerance /'tobrsns/ n 1 the ability to endure or adapt physiologically 
to the cITccts of a drug, virus, radiation, etc 2a indulgence for beliefs or 
practices difTenng from one's own b the act of allowing sthg, toleration 

3 an allowable variation from a standard dimension 

tolerant Aobrant/ adj inclined to tolerate, esp marked by forbearance 
or endurance - tolerantly adv 

tolerate /'tobrayt/ vt 1 to endure or resist the action of (e g a drug) 
without grave or lasting injury 2 to allow to be (done) without prohib- 
ition, hindrance, or contradiction [L toleratus, pp of tolerare to endure, 
put up with; akin to OE tholian to bear, L tollere to lift up, latus earned 
(suppletive pp of ferre), Gk tlenai to bear] - tolerator n, tolerative /-rativ/ 
adj 

toleration /tob'raysh(a)n/ n a government policy of permitting fotms 
of religious belief and worship not officially established [ToitRATi- ^ 
-ion] 

'toll /tol, tohl/ /I 1 a fee paid for some right or pnvilege (e g of passing 
over a highway or bridge) or for services rendered 2 a gnevous or ruinous 
pnee, esp cost in life or health [ME, fr OE, akin to ON tollr toll, both 
fr a prehistonc WGmc-NGmc word borrowed fr (assumed) VL tolonium, 
alter of LL telonium customshouse, fr Gk tolomon, fr telones collector 
of tolls, fr telas tax, toll; akin to Gk lienai to bear] 

‘toll /tohl/ vt 1 to sound (a bell) by pulKng the rope 2 to signal, announce, 
or summon (as iQ by means of a tolled bell vi to sound with slow 
measured strokes [ME tollen, perh fr tollen to attract, entice] 

*toll /tohl/ n the sound of a tolling bell 

tollbooth Aolboohth, 'tohl-/ n a booth (e g on a bndge) where tolls are 
paid [ME tolhothe, tollbothe tollbooth, town hall, jail, fr tol, toll toll v 
hothe booth] 


'toll .bridge /tol, tohl/ n a bndge at which a toll is charged for 
crossing 

tollgate /'tol.gayt, tohl-/ n a barner across a road to prevent passage 
until a toll IS paid 

tollhouse /'tol-, tohl-/ n a house or booth where lolls are paid 
tollie /toll/ n, SAfr a castrated calf [Afnk, fr Zulu iThole calf] 
tollroad /tokrohd, 'tohl-/ n a road maintained by collected tolls 
Toltec /'toltek/ n a member of a Nahuatlan people of central and S 
Mexico [Sp tolteca, of Amerind ongin] - Toltecan adj 

tolu- - see TDl ■ 

toluene /'tolyoo,een/ n a toxic inflammable hydrocarbon that is used esp 
as a solvent and in organic synthesis [ISV] 

tom /tom/ n the male of vanous animals, esp a tomcat [Tom, nicVname 
for Thomas] 

tomahawk /'toma.hawk/ n a light axe used by N Amencan Indians as 
a throwing or hand weapon [tomahack (in some Algonquian language of 
Virginia)] 

tomato /ta’mahtoh/ n, pi tomatoes 1 any of a genus of S Amencan 
plants of the nightshade family, esp one widely cultivated for its edible 
fruits 2 the usu large and rounded red, yellow, or green pulpy fruit of a 
tomato [alter of earlier lornate, fr Sp, fr Nahuatl tomatf] 
tomb /toohm/ n la an excavation in which a corpse is buned b a 
chamber or vault for the dead, built either above or below ground and usu 
serving as a mcmonal 2 a tomblike structure; esp a large gloomy building 
(ME tomhe, fr AF turnbe, fr LL tumba sepulchral mound, fr Gk tymbos, 
akin to I- tumere to be swollen - more at thumb] - tombless adj 
tombola /tom'bohb/ n a lottery in which people buy tickets which may 
entitle them to a pnze [It, fr tombolare to tumble, fr tombare to fall, fr 
(assumed) VL tumbare to tumble, fall, of imit ongin] 
tomboy /'tom, boy/ n a girl who behaves in a manner conventionally 
thought of as typical of a boy - tomboyish adj, tombojdshly adv, 
tomboyishness n 

tombstone /‘toohm, stohn/ n a gravestone 
tomcat /’lom,kat/ n a male cat 

Tom, Dick, and Harry /.torn ,dik and 'han/ n people taken at random 

- often t every {not every -- can join this club) 

tome /tohm/ n a (large scholarly) book [MF or L, MF, fr L tomus, fr 
Gk tomos section, roll of papyrus, tome, fr temnein to cut, akin to L 
tondere to shear, Gk tendein to gnaw] 

•tome /-'tohm/ comb form ( -* n) cutting instrument ^microtome) (Gk 
tomos] 

tomentum /ta'mcniam/ n, pi tomenta /-ta/ a covenng of densely matted 
woolly hairs [NL, fr L, cushion stuffing; akin to L tumere to be swollen 

- more at thumb] - tomentose /-tohs/ adj 

tomfool /.tom'foohl/ n an extremely foolish or stupid person 
tomfoolery /.tom'foohbn/ n foolish trifling, nonsense 
Tommy /'lomi/. Tommy Atkins /’atkin/./ n a Bnlish pnvate soldier - 
infml [Thomas Atkins, name used as model in official army forms] 
'tommy .bar /'tomi/ n, Br a bar used to turn a box spanner [Tommy, 
nickname for Thomas] 

tommyrot /tomi.rot/ n utter foolishness or nonsense - infml [E dial 
tommy (fool) + E rof] 

tomography /tci'mografi/ n a diagnostic technique using X-ray photo- 
graphs in which the shadows of structures in front of and behind the 
section under scrutiny do not show [Gk tomos section t- ISV -graphy ~ 
more at tomf] - tomogram /toma.gram/ n 

tomorrow /ta'moroh/ adv or n 1 (on) the day after today 2 (in) the 
future (the world of '^) [ME to morgen, fr OE to morgen, fr to to 
morgen morrow, morning - more at morn] 
tompion /'tompi aiu' n a tampion 

.Torn 'Thumb n a dwarf type, race, or individual [Tom Thumb, 
legendary E dwarf] 

tomtit /tom.tit/ tt any of vanous small active birds; esp a blue tit [prob 
short for tomtitmouse, fr the name Tom -v titmouse] 

'tom-.tom /tom/ n a usu long and narrow small-headed drum commonly 
beaten with the hands [Hindi famtam] 

-tomy /-tami/ comb form ( -» n) incision; cutting (lapaivlomy) (NL 
■tomia, fr Gk, fr -tomos that cuts, fr temnon to cut - more ai tome] 
'ton /tun/ n, pi tons af^ton la long ton unit b short ton 
UNIT c a tonne --JT unit 2a register ton b a unit approxi- 
mately equal to the volume of 1 long ton of seawater, used in reckoning 
the displacement of ships, and equal to 0.991m’ (350’) 3a a great quantity 
- often pi with sing, meaning <^s of room on the back seat) b a great 
weight (this bag weighs a > 4 a group, score, or speed of 100 USE 
(M4) infml IME tunne unit of wrieht or mnsntv - nior<» «t tun] 
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Hon /tonh (Fr to/ n I the prevailing fashion 2 the quality or state of being 
fashionable [F, lit., tone, fr L tonus] 
tonal Aohnfa)!/ adj 1 of tone, tonality, or tonicity 2 having tonality - 
tonally adv 

tonality Aoh'nabti/ n 1 tonal quality 2a key 7 b the organization of 
all the notes and chords of a piece of music in relation to a tonic 
tondo /‘tondoh/ n, pJ tondi /-.dee/ a circular painting or relief [It. fr 
tondo round, short fbr rotondo, fr L rotundus ~ more at round] 
Hone /tohn/ n 1 a vocal or musical sound, esp one of a specified quality 
(^spokc in low ^ $> 2a a sound of a definite frequency with relatively weak 
overtones b whole tone 3 an accent or inflection of the voice expressive 
of a mood or emotion 4 {a change in) the pitch of a word often used to 
express differences of meaning 5 style or manner of verbal expression 
(^seemed wise to adopt a conciliatory -» ) 6a colour quality or value b 
the colour that appreciably modifies a hue or white or black 7 the general 
effect of light, shade, and colour in a picture 8a the state of (an organ or 
part oO a living body in which the functions are healthy and performed 
with due vigour b normal tension or responsiveness to stimuli 9i 
prevailing character, quality, or trend (e g of morals) Oowerrd the ^ of 
the discusstony b distinction, style; Hon c frame of mind 10 chiefly 
NAm NOTE la(l) [ME. fr L tonus tension, tone, fr Gk tonos, lit . act of 
stretching; akin to Gk teinein to stretch - more at thin] 

Hone vt 1 to impart tone to ^medicine to ^ up the system^ 2 to soften 
in colour, appearance, or sound vi 1 to assume a pleasing colour quality 
or tint 2 to blend or harmonize in colour - toner n 
tone arm n the movable arm of a record player or deck that carries the 
pickup and permits tracking 

toned adj 1 having (a specified) tone; characterized or distinguished by 
a tone - often in combination <.s/irr//-toned> 2 of paper having a slight 
tint 

,tone*'deaf ady relatively insensitive to differences in musical pitch - tone 
detlbess n 

tone down vt to reduce in intensity, violence, or force <he was told to 
tone down his views') 

'tone .Qroup n a unit of speech consisting of a nucleus with or without 
other Pressed and unstressed syllables 

tone .language n a language (e g Chinese) in which vanations in tone 
distinguish words of different meaning 

toneleas /'tohnlis/ adj lacking in expression [' tone * -less] - tone- 
lenly adv, toneleasnesa n 

toneme Aohneem/ n an intonation phoneme in a tone language - 
tODcmk /toh'neemik/ adj 
tone poem n symphonic poem - tone poet n 
tone-, row /roh/ n the 12 chromatic notes of the octave placed in a 
chosen fixed order that form the basis of the material of a twelve-tone 
musical composition 

tonetic /toh'netik/ adj relating to linguistic tones, to tone languages, or 
to intonation - tonetically adv 

tong /tong/ n a Chinese secret society or fraternal organization formerly 
notorious for gang warfare [Chin (Cant) t’ong hall] 

Tongan /'tong-gan/ adj or njpf) an inhabitant, or the Polynesian 
language, of the Tonga islands language 
tongs /tongz/ n pi any of vanous grasping devices consisting commonly 
of 2 pieces joined at 1 end by a pivot or hinged like scis.sors [ME tonges, 
pi of tonge, fr OE tang\ akin to OHG zanga tongs, Gk daknein to 
bite] 

Hongua Aung/ n la a fleshy muscular movable organ of the floor of the 
mouth in most vertebrates that bears sensory end organs and small glands 
and functions esgm tasting and swallowing food and in human beings as 
a speech organ nerve b a part of vanous invertebrate animals that 
is analogous to the tongue of vertebrates 2 the tongue of an ox, sheep, 
etc used as food 3 the power of communication through speech 4a a 
(spoken) language b manner or quality of utterance <a sharp c 
ecstatic usu unintelligible utterance, esp in Christian worship - usu pi with 
sing, meaning (jthegtfi of d the cry (as iO of & hound pursuing or 
in sight of game - esp in give tongue 5 a long narrow stnp of land 
projecting into a body of water 6 sthg like an animal's tongue (eg 
elongated and fastened at 1 end only):e g a a movable pm in a buckle b 
a piece of metal suspended inside a bell so as to strike against the sides 
as the bell is swung c the pole of a (horse-drawn) vehicle d the flap under 
the laang or buckles on the front of a shoe or boot 7 the rib on one edge 
of a board that fits into a corresponding groove in an edge of another 
board to make a flush joint 8 a tapering cone > in tongue of flatne/fire 
[ME tunge, fr OE; akin to OHG zunga tongue. L lingua] - tonguelike 
adj 


Hongue vt 1 to touch or lick (as iO with the tongue 2 to articulate (notes) 
by tonguing ^ vi to articulate notes on a wind instniment by successively 
interrupting the stream of wind with the action of the tongue 
tongued Aungd/ adj having a tongue of a specified kind - often in 
combination (^sharp-tongued) 

.tongue-in-'cheek adj characterized by irony or whimsical exaggeration 

- tongue in cheek adv 

‘tonguelets /-lis/ adj lacking power of speech ['tonguf + -if.ss] 
'tongue-, tie n limited mobility of the tongue due to shortness of its 
fraenum 

'tongue-, tied adj 1 affected with tongue-tie 2 unable to speak freely (e g 
because of shyness) 

'tongue .twister n a word or phrase difficult to articulate because of 
several similar consonantal sounds (eg 'she sells seashells on the sea- 
shore’) 

Honic /'tonik/ adj 1 marked by prolonged muscular contraction 
convulsions) 2 increasing or restoring physical or mental tone 3 of or 
based on the first note of a scale 4 of a syllable beanng a principal stress 
or accent [Gk tonikos, fr tonos tension, tone] - tonically adv 
Honic n la sthg (eg a drug) that increases body tone b sthg that 
invigorates, refreshes, or stimulates (a day in the country was a ^ for 
him) (a skin ■^) c tonic, tonic water a carbonated dnnk flavoured with 
a small amount of quinine, lemon, and lime 2 the first note of a diatonic 
scale 3 an instance of tonic accent 

tonic accent n relative phonetic prominence of a spoken syllabic 
tonicity /toh'nisati/ n the property of possessing tone, esp healthy vigour 
of body or mind 

.tonic 'aol-fa n a system of solmi/ation that replaces the normal notation 
with sol-fa syllables 

tonight /ta'rnet/ adv or n (on) this night or the night following today 
[adv ME to night, to niht, fr OE to niht, fr to to, at ♦ niht night, n fr 
adv] 

'tonka .bean /'tongka/ n (the coumann-containing seed oO any of 
several leguminous trees [prob fr Tupi tonka] 
tonky /’tongki/ adj, NZ socially pretentious - infml [perh blend of tony 
and swanky] 

tonnage /'lumj/ n I a duty formerly levied on every cask of wine 
imported into England 2a a duty or tax on vessej^ based on cargo capacity 
b a duty on goods per ton transported 3 ships considered in terms of the 
total number of tons registered or earned or of their carrying capacity 4 
the carrying capacity of a merchant ship in units of l(X)fl' (about 2 8^m‘) 
5 total weight in tons shipped, earned, or produced [( 1) ME, fr OF tonne 
tun - more at lUNNFi] 

tonne /tun/ n a metnc unit of weight equal to l(X)0kg unit [F. fr 
tonne tun, fr OF - more at tunnei J 

tonneau /'tonoh/ n, pi tonneaus the (rear) seating compartment of a 
motor car [F, lit , tun, fr OF tonel - more at ilinnel] 
tonometer Aoh'nomita/ n an instrument (c g a tuning fork) for deter- 
mining the exact pilch of tones [Gk tonos tone ^ E -meter] ■ tonometry 
n, tonometric /.tona'metnk/ adj 

tonoplast /'tohnaplast, 'to-/ n the membrane surrounding a vacuole in 
the cytoplasm of a plant cell [ISV tono- (fr Gk tonos tension) + -plast 

- more at tone] 

tonsil Aons(a)l/ n 1 either of a pair of prominent oval masses of spongy 
lymphoid tissue that lie 1 on each side of the throat at the back of the 
mouth NERVE 2 any of vanous masses of lymphoid tissue that are 
similar to tonsils [L tonsillae, pi, tonsils] - tonsillar adj 
tonsill', tonsillo- comb form tonsil (tonsillec/omy) (tonsxWotomy) [L 
tonsillae] 

tonsillectomy /.tonsi'lektami/ n the surgical removal of the tonsils 
tonsillitis /.tonsi'lietas/ n inflammation of the tonsils [NL] 
^tonsorlal Aon'sawn-al/ adj of a barber or bis work - usu humor [L 
tonsorius, fr tonsus, pp] 

Honsure Aonsha/ n 1 the Roman Catholic of Eastern nte of admission 
to the clencal state by the shaving of a portioS of the head 2 the shaved 
patch on a monk's or other clenc's head [MB. fr ML tonsura, fr L, act 
of shearing, fr tonsus, pp of tondere to shear - more at tome] 
Honsure vt to shave the head of; esp to confer the tonsure on 
tontine ^Ctonteen, -'-/ n a financial arrangement whereby a group of 
participants share various advantages on such terms that on the death or 
default of any member his/her advantages are distributed among the 
remaining members until I member remains or an agreed penod has 
elapsed; also the share or right of each individual [F, fr Lorenzo) Tonti 
tl69S It banker] 

'ton-, up adj, Br of or being sby who has achieved a score, speed, etc of 
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100 <f/if local motorcycle ^ boys} (jJarts boys are in record-breaking 
mood - The Sun} - infml 

tony /'tohnt/ adj marked by an anstocratic or fashionable manner or style 
['tone + 

too /tooh/ ndv 1 also, in addition {sell the house and furniture - > 2a 
to a regrettable degree, excessively large a house for us) b to a higher 
degree than meets a standard pretty for words} 3 indeed, so - used 
to counter a negative charge <7 didn't do it ’ 'You did ^ *> [ME. fr OE 
to to, too - more at ro] 
took /took/ past ofTAKL 

'tool /toohl/ /I la an implement that is used, esp by hand, to carry out 
work of a mechanical nature (c g cutting, levcnng. or digging) - not usu 
used with reference to kitchen utensils or cutlery b (the cutting or shaping 
part in) a machine tool 2 sthg (c g an instrument or apparatus) used in 
pcrfoiming an operation, or necessary for the practice of a vocation or 
profession <b(X>ks are the ~s o/ a scholar's trade} 3 sby who is used or 
manipulated by another 4 a penis - vulg [ME, fr OL tol, akin to Oh 
tawian to prepare for use - more at ’iaw] 

^tool vt 1 to work, shape, or finish with a tool, esp to letter or ornament 
(c g leather) by means of hand tools 2 to equip (e g a plant or industry) 
with tools, machines, and instruments for production - often * up -- vi 

1 to get tooled up for pnxluction - usu + up 2 to drive, nde < ed round 
the neighbourhood in a small car} infml 

'toolbox /-.boks/ n a box for tools 

'tool, holder /-.hohlda/ n a device for holding a tool in a machine (e g a 
lathe) 

'toolmaker /-.mayka/ n a skilled worker who makes, repairs, maintains, 
and calibrates the tools and instruments of a machine shop - tool- 
making n 

'toolroom /-,roohm, -room/ n a riiom where tcwls are kept, esp a room 
in a machine shop in which tools arc made, stored, and issued for use by 
workmen 

'toolshed /-.she'd/ n a shed for stonng (garden) tools 
toon /toohn/ n (the fragrant dark red wo<xl oO an E Indian and 
Australian tree of the mahogany family [Hindi tun, fr Skt tunna] 
toot /tooht/ V/ 1 to produce a short blast or similar sound (the horn 
- ed> 2 to cause an instrument to ttxst - vt to cause to produce a short 
blast a whistle} [prob imit] - toot n, tootcr n 
'tooth /toohth/ n, pi teeth /teeth/ la any of the hard bony structures that 
arc borne esp on the jaws of vertebrates and serve esp for the seizing and 
chewing of fcjod and as weapons --.-f dujfstion b any of various usu 
hard 4nd sharp projecting parts about the mouth of an invertebrate 2 a 
taste, liking (a sweet ^ > 3a a projection like the tooth of an animal (c g 
in shape, arrangement, or action) <a saw ^ > b any of the regular 
projections on the nrn of a cogwheel 4 pi effective means of enforcement 
[ME. fr OE toth, akin to OHG zand tooth, L dent-, dens, Gk odont-, 
odous] - toothlike adj, toothless adj - in the teeth of m direct opposition 
to (rule had . . . been imposed by conquest in the teeth of obstinate 
resistance - A J Toynbee) 

‘tooth W to provide with teeth, esp by cutting notches <- a saw} ~ vi , 
esp of cogwheels to interlock 
'tooth.ache /-.ayk/ n pam in or about a tooth 
.tooth and 'nail adv with every available means 
'tooth, brush /-.brush/ n a brush for cleaning the teeth 
'tooth, domb /-.kohm/ n, Br a comb with fine teeth 
toothed adj having teeth, esp of a specified kind or number - often in 
combination (sharp-toothed} 

toothed whale n any of vanous whales with numerous simple conical 
teeth - compare wiiallbonf whai f 
'tOOth.paste /-.payst/ n a paste for cleaning the teeth 
'tooth, pick /-.pik/ n a pointed instrument for removing food particles 
lodged between the teeth 

'tooth .powder n a powder for cleaning the teeth 
tooth shell n (the tapenng tubular shell oO any of a class of manne 
molluscs 

toothsome /'tooht hs(a)m/ adj 1 delicious (ensp - fried chicken} 2 
(sexually) attractive - toothsomtly adv, toothsomeneas n 
'tooth.wort /-.wuht/ n a parasitic European plant of the broomrape 
family with a rootstock covered with tooth-shaped scales 
toothy /'toohthi/ adj having or showing prominent teeth (a ^ gnn} - 
toothily adv 

tootle Aoohtl/ vi tootling /'toohtling/ 1 to toot gently or continuously 

2 to dnve or move along in a leisurely manner - infml [freq of foofj - 
tootle ii, tootler n 


tootsy also tootsie /lootM/ n i'oot 1 - used chiefly to children [baby-ulk 
alter of foot] 

'top /top/ n li(l) the highest point, level, or part of slhg (2) the (top of 
the) head - esp in top to toe (3) the head of a plant, esp one with edible 
roots (beet ~ s> (4) a garment worn on the upper body b(l) the highest 
or uppermost region or part (2) the upper end, edge, or surface 2 a fitted 
or attached part serving as an upper piece, lid, or covering 3 a platform 
surrounding the head of a lower mast serving to spread the topmast 
ngging, or to mount guns Or SHIP 4 the highest degree or pitch 
conceivable or attained 5 the part nearest in space or time to the source 
or beginning 6 (sby or sthg in) the highest position (&g in rank or 
achievement) of the class} 7 Br the transmission gear of a motor 
vehicle giving the highest ratio of propeller-shaft to engine-shaft speed and 
hence the highest speed of travel [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG zopif tip, tuft 
of hair] - topped adj - off the top of one's head in an impromptu manner 
(can't give the figures off the lop of my head) - on top of la m control 
of (keep on top of my job} b informed about 2 in sudden and 
unexpected proximity to 3 in addition to <a bad idea to get chilled on 
top of getting wet - Sylvia Townsend Warner) - on top of the world in 
high spirits, in a state of exhilaration and well-being 
‘top vt -pp- la to cut the top off b to shorten or remove the top of (a plant); 
also to remove the calyx of (e g a strawberry) - compare tail 2b 2a to 
cover with a top or on the top. provide, form, or serve as a top for b to 
supply with a decorative or protective finish or final touch c to complete 
the basic structure of (e g a high-nse building) by putting on a cap or 
uppermost section - usu + out or off 3a to be or become higher than, 
overtop s the previous record} b to be superior to < - s everything of 
Its kind in pnnt} c to gain ascendancy over 4a to nse to, reach, or be 
at the top of b to go over the top of, clear, surmount 5 to strike (a ball) 
above the centre, thereby imparting top spin 
*top adj 1 of or at the lop 2 foremost, leading (one of the world's ^ 
journalists} 3 of the highest quality, amount, or degree (^^ form} 

^op n a child's toy that has a tapering point on which it is made to spin 
[ME. fr OE] 

top-, topo- comb form place, locality (topology} (toponymy} [ME, fr LL, 
fr Gk, fr topos - more at topic] 

topaz /tchpaz/ n 1 a mineral that is predominantly a silicate of 
aluminium, usu occurs in vanously coloured translucent or transparent 
crystals, and is used as a gem 2a a yellow sapphire b a yellow quartz (e g 
cairngorm or citnne) [ME topacc, fr OF, fr L topazus, fr Gk topa- 
zes] 

top boot n a high boot often with light-coloured leather bands round the 
upper part 

.top 'brass n sing or pi in constr brass ha iTi 
'top, coat /-.koht/ n 1 a (lightweight) overcoat 2 a final coat of paint 
.top 'dog n a person in a position of auihonty, esp through victory in a 
hard-fought competition - infml 

.top 'drawer n the highest level, esp of society - esp in out of the top 
drawer - top-drawer adj 

'top-, dress vt to scatter fertilizer over (land) without working it in 
[back-formation fr topdressing] - topdressing n 
'tope /tohp/ VI to drink alcoholic dnnk to excess [obs tope (integ used 
to wish Kood health before dnnking)] - toper n 
‘tope n a small shark with a liver very nch in vitamin A [ongin 
unknown] 

topee, topi /'lohpi/ n a lightweight helmet-shaped sunhat made of pith 
or cork [Hindi topi] 

.top-'flight adj of the highest grade or quality; best 
'topgallant /.lop'galant, ta'gabnt/ a^of or being a part next above the 
topmast sails} (the ^ mast} ship [Hop -v gallant, adj] 
‘topgallant n a topgallant mast or sail ship 
top gear n a state of intense or maximum activity 
'top-.hamper n the gear and fittings (e g spars and ngging) above a ship's 
upper deck 

top hat n a man's tall-crowned hat usu of beaver or silk 
,top-'heavy adj 1 having the top part too heavy for or disproportionate 
to the lower part 2 capitalized beyond what is prudent 
.top-'hole adj, chiefly Br excellent - infml; not now in vogue 
tophus /tohfas/ n, pi tophi /-fie/ a hard chalky deposit in tissues (e g 
cartilage) characteristic of gout [L, tufa] 

topiary /'tohpyari/ adj or n (of or being) the practice or art of training, 
cutting, and tnmming trees or shrubs into odd or ornamental shapes; also 
(characterized by) such work [adj L topianus, fr topia ornamental 
gardemng, irreg fr Gk topos place; n fr adj] 

topic Aopik/ ft la a heading in an outlined argument or exposition b 
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the subject of a (section of a) discourse 2 a subject for discussion or 
consideration [L Toptctt Topics (work by Aristotle), fr Gk Topika, fr 
topika, neut pi of toptkos of a place, of a rhetorical theme, fr topes place, 
rhetoncal theme, akin to OE tha/ian to agree] 
topical Aopikl/ adj la of a place b designed for local application <a ^ 
remedyy 2a of or arranged by topics <5er down in ~ /bim) b referring 
to the topics of the day; of current interest • topically adv, topicality 
/.topi'kalati/ n 

'top, knot /-.not/ n 1 an ornament (e g of ribbons) worn as a headdress 
or as part of a hairstyle 2 an arrangement or growth of hair or feathers 
on top of the head 

topless /'toplis/ adj 1 nude above the waist; esp having the breasts 
exposed 2 featuring topless waitresses or entertainers [‘top + -less] 
.top>'level adj very high in level of authority or importance manage- 
ment'^ 

.top-'llne adj top-level 

topmost /'top.mahst/ n a mast that is next above the lowest mast 
topmlnnow Aop.minoh/ n any of a family of numerous small vivipar- 
ous fishes that fe^ on or near the surface of a body of water ['top + 
minnow; fr its swimming on the surface of the water] 
topmost /topmohst/ adj highest of all 
,top-'notch atjl of the highest quality - infml - topnotcher n 
topo- - see Top- 

topogrephlcal /.topa'grafikl/, topognphic adj X of or concerned with 
topography 2 of or concerned with the artistic representation of a 
particular locality <a ~ poem><~ painting^ ~ topographically adv 
topography /to'pografi/ n 1 (the mapping or charting of) the configura- 
tion of a land surface, including its relief and the position of its natural 
and man-made features 2 the physical or natural features of an object or 
entity and their structural relationships [ME topographic, fr LL topogra- 
phia, fr Ok. fr topographdn to desenbe a place, fr topos place -v graphein 
to write - more at carve] - topographer n 

topology /to'pobji/ n 1 a branch of mathematics that deals with 
geometric properties which are unaltered by elastic deformation (eg 
stretching or twisting) 2 configuration ofa mo/ecu/eX^ of a 
magneac field} [ISV] - topological Atopa'lojikl/ adj, topologiat 
/to'polajist/ n 

toponym Aopa,ntm. 'toh-/ n a place-name [ISV, back-formation fr 
toponymy] 

toponymic /.topa'nimik/ adj of toponyms or toponymy - toponymical 
/-'nimikl/ adj 

toponymy /to'ponomi, 'toh-/ n the study of placemames [ISV, fr top- 
4- Ok onyma, onoma name - more at name] 
topper /topa/ n 1 top hat 2 sthg (e g a joke) that caps everything 
prweding -> infml [*top 4^ ^-er] 

'topping Aoping/ n sthg that forms a top; esp a garnish or edible 
decoration on top of a food 

topping adj, chiefly Br excellent - not now in vogue 
topple /topi/ vb toppling /topling, 'tophing/ vi 1 to fall (as iO from 
being top-heavy 2 to be or seem unsteady « vr 1 to cause to topple 2 
to overthrow [freq of *fop] 

topeeil /topisayl, 'topsl/ a/so topal /topsl/ n 1 the sail next above the 
lowest sail on a mast in a square-rigged ship ship 2 the sail set above 
and sometimes on the gaff in a fore-and-aft rigged ship 
top secret adj 1 demanding the greatest secrecy 2 containing informa- 
tion whose unauthonzed disclosure could result in exceptionally grave 
danger to the nation - compare restricted, secret 
'topside Aop,sied/ nip/ the sides of a ship above the^terline 2 a jean 
boneless cut of beef from the inner part of a round meat 
^topside adv or adj on deck 

topsoil /top^oyl/ tt surface soil, usu including the organic layer in which 
plants form roots and which is turned over in ploughing 
top spin n a rotary motion imparted to a ball that causes it to rotate 
forwards in the direction of its travel ['/op] 

topsy-turvy /.topsi 'tuhvi/ adj or adv 1 upside down 2 in utter 
confusion or disorder [prob deriv of tops (pi of *top) ^ obs terve (to turn 
upside down), fr ME tetven] - topsy-tnrTily adv, topsy-turrydoBi n 
top up vr 1 to make up to the full quantity, capacity, or amount 2 to 
increase (a money sum set aside for a specific purpose) 
toqus /tohk/ n a woman’s small soft brimless hat [MF, soft hat with a 
narrow brim worn esp in the 16th c, fr OSp toca headdress] 
tor /uw/ n a high rock or rocky mound [ME. fr OE ton] 

Torah /tawra/ n 1 the Pentateuch; broadly Jewish Scripture and other 
sacred Jewish literature and oral tradition 2 a leather or parchment scroll 
of the Pentateuch used in a synagogue [Heb tdrih] 


torch /tawch/ n 1 a burning stick of resinous wood or twist of tow used 
to give light 2 sthg (e g wisdom or knowledge) that gives enlightenment 
or guidance 3 Ar a small portable electnc lamp powered by battenes [ME 
torche, fr OF, bundle of twisted straw or tow, torch, fr (assumed) VL 
torca; akin to L torquere to twist - more at torture] 

'torch, boarer /-.beara/ n sby in the forefront of a campaign or move- 
ment 

tor# /taw/ past of tear 

toreador /'ton a,daw/ n a torero [Sp, fr toreado, pp of torear to fight 
bulls, fr toro bull, fr L taurus - more at taurine] 
torero /to'rearoh/ n, pi toreros a matador, bullfighter [Sp. fr LL 
tauranus, fr L taurus bull] 

toreutica /ta'roohtiks/ n pi but sing in constr the art of working in metal, 
esp by embossing or chasing [toreutic, adj, fr Gk toreutikos, fr toreuem 
to bore through, chase, fr toreus bonng tool, akin to Gk tetrainein to bore 

- more at throw] - toreutic adj 
tori /tawne/ pi of torus 

torli /tawri.ee/ n, pi torii a Japanese gateway of light construction, 
commonly built at the approach to a Shinto shnne [Jap] 

'torment Aawment/ n 1 extreme pain or anguish of body or mind 2 a 
source of vexation or pain [ME, fr OF, fr L torment urn torture, fr 
torqud-e to twist - more at torture] 

^torment /taw'ment/ vt to cause severe usu persistent distress of body or 
mind to - tormentor also tonnentcr n 
tormentll Aawmantil/ n a common yellow-flowered Eurasian plant of 
the rose family with a root used in tanning and dyeing [ME turmentill, 
fr ML tormentilla, prob fr L tormentum, prob fr its use in allaying 
pain] 

torn /tawn/ past part of tear 

tornado /taw'naydoh/ n, pi tornadoes, tornados a violent or destructive 
whirlwind, usu progressing in a narrow path over the land and accom- 
panied by a funnel-shaped cloud [modif of Sp tronada thunderstorm, fr 
tronar to thunder, fr L tonare - more at thunder] - tomadic 
Aaw'naydik, -'nadik/ adj 

toroid /tawroyd/ n (a body enclosed by) a surface generated by a plane 
closed curve (e g a circle) rotated about a line that lies in the same plane 
as the curve but docs not intersect it [NL torus] 
toroidal /taw'roydl/ adj of or shaped like a toius or toroid <a ^ 
resistance coif} - toroidally adv 

'torpedo /taw'peedoh/ n, pi torpedoes 1 electric ray 2 a 
self-propelling cigar-shaped submanne explosive projectile used for 
attacking ships 3 NAm a charge of explosive in a container or case [L, 
lit , stiffness, numbness, fr torpere to be stiff or numb; fr the paralysing 
effect of the electnc ray’s sting] 

’torpedo vt torpedoing; torpedoed 1 to hit or destroy by torpedo 2 to 
destroy or nullify (e g a plan) - infml 

torpedo boat n a small fast warship armed pnmanly with torpedoes 
torpedo bomber n a military aeroplane designed to carry torpedoes 
torpid /tawpid/ adj la having temporarily lost the power of movement 
or feeling (eg in hibernation) b sluggish in functioning or acting 2 
lacking in energy or vigour [L torpidus, fr torpere to be stiff or numb, 
akin to L stirps trunk, stock, lineage, OE stanan to stare - more at stare] 

- torpidly adv, torpidity /tow'pidati/ n 

torpor /tawpa/ /i la a state of mental and motor inactivity with partial 
or total insensibility b extreme sluggishness of action or function 2 
apathy [L, fr torpere] 

'torque /tawk/ n a twisted metal collar or neck chain worn by the anaent 
Gauls, Germans, and Britons [F. fr L torques, fr torquere to twist * more 
at torture] 

’torque n 1 (a measure of the effectiveness of) a force that produces or 
tends to produce rotation or torsion <a car engine delivers to the drive 
‘ shaft} 2 a turning or twisting force [L torqgere to twist] 
torque converter n a device for transmitting and amplifying torque, 
esp by hydraulic means 

torr /taw/ n, pi torr a unit of pressure equal to 133.3Pa unit 
[Evangelisu Torricelli 1 1647 It mathematician & physicist] 
torrent /torant/ n 1 a violent stream of water, lava, etc 2 a raging 
tumultuous flow [F, fr L torrent-, torrens, ft torrent-, torrens burning, 
seething, rushing, fr prp of torrere to parch, bum - more at thirst] 
torrential /ta'rensh(9)l/ adj 1 resulting from the action of rapid streams 
2 of, caused by, or resembling a torrent - torrendally adv 
torrid /torid/ adj la parched with heat, esp of the sun b giving off 
intense heat 2 ardent, passionate <->- love letters} [L torridus, fr torrm] 

- torridly adv, torridiiMa n, torridity /ta'ridati/ n 
torrid zone n the belt of the earth between the tropics 
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torsion /'tawsh(3)n/ n 1 the act or process of twisting or turning sthg. 
esp by forces exerted on one end while the other is fixed or twisted m the 
opposite direction 2 the state of being twisted 3 the twisting of a bodily 
organ on its own axis [LL tarsus, pp of L torquere to twist] - torsional 
adf 

torsk /tawsk/ n a large edible marine fish related to the cod [of Scand 
ongin, akin to Norw, Sw, & Dan torsk codfish, ON thnrskr] 
torso /'tawsoh/ n. pi torsos, torsi /'tawsi/ 1 (a sculptured representation 
oO the human trunk 2 sthg (e g a piece of writing) ihat is mutilated or 
left unfinished [It, lit , stalk, fr L thyrsus stalk, thyrsus] 
tort /tawt/ n a wrongful act, other than breach of contract, for which a 
civil action for damages may be brought [ME. fr MF, fr ML tortum. fr 
L, ncut of tortus twisted, fr pp of tnrqucrc] 
torte /'tawta/ /i. pi torten /'towtan/, tortes /‘tawta// a gateau [G. prob 
fr It torta, fr LL, round loaf of bread] 

tortfeasor /tawt.fee/V n one who commits a tort [F tortfaiscur, fr MF. 
fr tort ^ fatseur doer, maker, fr faire to make, do, fr L facere ~ more 
at IK)] 

torticollis /.tawti'kolis/ n a permanent twisting of the neck resulting in 
an abnormal carnage of the head [NI , fr L ro/Yus twisted ♦ -i- t collum 
neck more at roi I ar] 

tortilla /taw'leeya/ n a round thin cake of unleavened maize bread, usu 
eaten hot with a topping or filling of minced meat or cheese [AincrSp. 
dim of Sp torta cake, Ir LL, round loaf of bread] 
tortious /'tawchas/ adf implying or involving a tort - tortiously aJv 
tortoise /'tawtas. 'taw, toys/ n 1 any of an order of land and freshwater 
(and manne) reptiles with a tixithless homy beak and a bony shell which 
encloses the trunk and into which the head, limbs, and tail may he 
withdrawn. a I ‘''rtoise commonly kept as a pet 2 sby or sthg slow 
or laggard (MF, tortu. tortucc, fr MF tortue - more at iuRTir] 
'tortoiseshell /'tawtas.shcl/ « 1 the mottled homy substance of the shell 
of some marine turtles used in inlaying and m making various ornamental 
article's 2 any of several butterflies with stnking orange, yellow, brown, 
and black coloration 

'tortoiseshell adj mottled black, brown, and yellow s- cat'> 
tortricid /'tawtrisid/ n any of a family of small stout-bodicd moths many 
of whose larvae live in nests formed by rolling up plant leaves [NL 
Tortnadac, group name, fr Tortm-. lortrix] - tortricid adj 
tortrix /'tawtriks/ n a tortricid moth [NL Tortne-. lortnx, genus of 
moths, fr L tortus, pp of torquere to twist, fr its habit of twisting or rolling 
leaves to make a nest] 

tortuous /'lawtyoo as/ adj 1 marked by repeated twists, bends, or turns 
2a marked by devious or indirect tactics b circuitous, involved (MF. fr 
MF tortueux, fr L tortuosiis, fi tortus twist, fr tortus, pp of torquere] - 
tortuously adv, tortuousness n, tortuosity /.tawtyoo’osati/ n 
'torture /'tawcha/ n 1 the infliction of intense physical or mental 
suffcriiig as a means of punishment, coercion, or sadistic gratification 2 
(sthg causing) anguish of body or mind (F, fr LL tortura, fr L tortus, pp 
of torquere to twist, akin to OHG drahsil turner, Gk atraktos spindle] 
'torture vt 1 to subject to torture 2 to cause intense sufTcnng to 3 to twist 
or wrench out of shape, also to pervert (e g the meaning of a word) - 
torturer n 

torula /’toryoob, 'tawrab, 'tawyab/ n, pi torulae /-li/ also torulas any 
of vanous fungi, esp yeasts, that lack sexual spores and do not produce 
alcoholiQ fermentations [NL, fr L torus protuberance] 
torus /’tawras/ n, pi tori /-ne/ 1 a smooth rounded anatomical protuber- 
ance 2 RECFPiAtLL 2 3a ring-shaped surface generated by a circle 
rotated about an axis in its plane that dtxrs not intersect the circle; broadly 
a toroid 4 a large convex semicircular moulding, esp on the bo ^ of a 
column, pedestal, etc ARCHiii-tTURt [NL, fr L, protubcunce, 

bulge] 

Tory Aawri/ n la a member of a major Bntish political group of the 18th 
and early 19lh c favounng at first the Stuarts and later royal authority 
and the established church and seeking to preserve the traditional political 
structure and defeat parliamentary reform - compare wmo b conscrva 
TivF 1 2 an Amencan upholding the cause of the crown during the 
American Revolution [IKjael tdraidhe pursuer, robber, fr Mir tdir 
pursuit; ong applied to dispossessed Irish Royalists in the 17th c] - Tory 
adj, Toryism n 

tosh /tosh/ n sheer nonsense - infml [ongin unknown] 

'toss /tos/ vt U to fling or heave repeatedly about <a ship - ed by waves'} 
b bandy 1 2i to throw with a quick, light, or careless motion a ball 
around} b to throw up in the air <-'Cd by a bult} c to flip (a com) to 
decide an issue 3 to lift with a sudden jerking motion <^es her head 
angrily} ^ vi 1 to move restlessly or turbulently; esp to twist and turn 


repeatedly <^ed sleeplessly all night} 2 to decide an issue by flipping a 
com - often i up [prob of Scand ongin, akin to Sw dial fossa to spread, 
scatter] - tosser n 

'toss n la being tossed b a fall, esp from a horse - chiefly in take a toss 

2 an act or instance of tossing, c g a an abrupt tilting or upward fling b 
an act or instance of deciding by chance, esp by tossing a coin c a throw 

3 Br DAMN 2 - chiefly in not give a toss 

toss off vt 1 to perform or wnle quickly and easily 2 to consume 
quickly, esp to dnnk in a single draught , Br to masturbate - 
infml 

tosspot /'tos.pot/ n a drunkard, sot 
'toss-, up n 1 rr>ss 2b 2 an even chance or choice - infml 
tot /tot/ n 1 a small child, a toddler 2 a small amount or allowance of 
alcoholic dnnk <a ^ of rum} [origin unknown] 

'total /'tohll/ adj 1 compnsing or constituting a whole; entire 2 complete 
<a ^ success} 3 concentrating all available personnel and resources on 
a single objective < ^ war} [ME. fr MF, fr ML totalis, fr L totus whole, 
entire] - totally adv 

'total n 1 a product of addition 2 an entire quantity 
'total vt -II* (NAm -1-, -II-), Aohtl ing/ 1 to add up 2 to amount to 
total eclipse n an eclipse in which one celestial body is completely 
obscured by another 

total internal reflection n total reflection of a light ray from the more 
highly refractive of 2 adjacent media at their interface when the optical 
angle is exceeded 

totalitarian /.tohtairtean-an/ adj 1 authontanan, dictatonal 2 of or 
constituting a political regime based on subordination of the individual to 
the state and stnet control over all aspects of the life and productive 
capacity of the nation [total + -itanan (as in authontanan)] - totalita- 
rianism n 

totality /toh'tabti/ n 1 an entire amount, a whole 2a wholeness b a 
period dunng which one body is completely obscured by another dunng 
an eclipse 

total izator, -isator /'lohtl ie.zayta/ n a machine for registenng bets and 
c«ilcuiatmg winnings in pan-mutuel betting 

totalize, -ise /'tohtl.iez/ vt 1 to add up 2 to express as a whole, 
summanze - totalizer n 

total utility n the degree of utility of an economic good (e g an article 
or service) considered as a whole 

'tote /toht/ vt 1 to carry by hand or on the person 2 to transport, convey 
USE infml [ongin unknown] 

'tote n a totalizator 

tote bag, tote n a large bag for carrying esp shopping or personal 
possession . 

totem /'to’itam/ n 1 a natural object serving as the emblem of a family 
or clan, also a carved or painted representation of this 2 sthg that serves 
as an emblem or revered symbol [Ojibwa ototeman his totem] - totemic 
/toh'temik/ adj 

totemism /'toht3,miz(3)m/ n belief in a mystical relationship between a 
group or individual and a totem - totemist n 
'totem .pole n 1 a pole carved and painted with a senes of totemic 
symbols erected before the houses of some N Amencan Indian tnbes 2 
an order of rank, a hierarchy 

tother, t’other /'tudha/ pron or adj, chiefly dial the other [ME tother, 
alter (by incorrect division of thet other the other, fr thet the - fr OE thxt 
^ other) of other - more at ruAr] 

'totter /'tota/ VI la to tremble or rock as if about to fall b to become 
unstable, threaten to collapse 2 to move unsteadily, stagger [ME tot- 
eren] 

'totter n an unsteady gait - tottery adj 

totting /'toting/ n. Br the occupation of scavenging refuse for salable 
goods, esp illicitly [for (bone, sthg salvaged from refuse), of unknown 
ongin] - totter n 

.totting-'up n. Br a legal procedure whereby a certain number of 
convictions for traffic offences disqualifies one from dnving - infml 
tot up vt to add together <tot up the score} vi to increase by additions 
<fhe money soon lots up) [/of (to add up), short for 'totaJ] 

Touareg Awah,reg/ n a Tuareg 

toucan /'tooh.kan/ n any of a family of fruit-eating birds of tropical 
Amenca with bnlliant colounng and a very large but light beak [F, fr Pg 
tucano, fr Tupi] 

'touch /tuch/ vf 1 to bnng a bodily part into contact with, esp so as to 
perceive through the sense of feeling; feel 2 to .stnke or push lightly, esp 
with the hand or foot or an implement 3 to lay hands on (sby afflicted 
with scrofula) with intent to heal 4i to take into the hands or mouth 
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incver —es ahohoiy b to put hands on in any way or degree <,don’t 
anything before the police cYune); esp to commit violence against ^swears 
he never ed the child^ 5 to concern oneself with 6 to cause to be briefly 
in contact with sthg a match to the wicky 7a(l) to meet without 
overlapping or penetrating (2) to get to, reach <^the speedometer needle 
^ed8ff> b to be ungent to 8 to affect the interest of; concern 9a to leave 
a mark or impression on </ew reagents will gold} b to harm slightly 
(as lO by contact; blemish </rwt -^cd by frost} c to give a delicate tint, 
line, or expression to <a smile ^ ed her lips} 10 to draw or delineate with 
light strokes 11 to move to esp sympathetic feeling < ed by the loyalty 
ofherfnends} 12 to speak or tell of, esp in passing 13 rival 3 14 to 
induce to give or lend <^cd hm for 10 quid} ^ vi la to feel sthg with 
a body part (e g the hand or foot) b to lay hands on sby to cure disease 
(c g scrofula) 2 to be in contact 3 to come close </iis actions ~ on 
treason} 4 to have a bearing - * on or upon 5a to make a brief or 
incidental stop on shore during a tnp by water <^ed at several ports} b 
to treat a topic in a bnef or casual manner - 4 on or upon USE (vt 12) 
fml, (vt I3AI4) infml [ME touchen, fr OF tuchier, fr (assumed) VL 
toccare to knock, stnke a bell, touch, of imit ongin] - toucbable adj, 
toucher n - touch wood 1 with a certain amount of luck ([everything will 
be all nght now, touch wood) 2 Br to touch a wooden surface as a 
gesture to bring luck 

’touch n 1 a light stroke, tap, or push 2 the act or fact of touching 3 the 
sense of feeling, esp as exercised deliberately with the hands, feet, or lips 
4 mental or moral sensitivity, responsiveness, or tact ([has a wonderful 
with children} 5 a specified sensation conveyed through the sense of 
touch <f/ie velvety of a fabnc} 6 the testing of gold or silver on a 
touchstone 7 sthg slight of its kind, e g a a light attack <a of fever} 
b a small amount, a trace <a ^ of spnng in the air} c a bit, little - in 
the adverbial phrase a touch ([aimed a too lovi and missed} 8a a 
manner or method of touching or sinking esp the keys of a keyboard 
instrument b the relative resistance to pressure of the keys of a keyboard 
(e g of a piano or typewntcr) 9 an effective and appropnate detail, esp 
one used in an artistic composition 10 a distinctive or charactenstic 
mann r, trait, or quality (a woman’s ^ ) 11 the state or fact of being in 
contact or communication (out of ^ with modem times} 12 the area 
outside the touchiines in soccer or outside and including the touchlines 
in rugby 13a an act of soliciting or receiving a gift or loan of money b 
sby who can be easily induced to part with money - chiefly in a soft/easy 
touch USE (IJ) slang 

.touch and 'go n a highly uncertain or precanous situation 
'touch, down /-.down/ n 1 the act of touching down a football 2 (the 
moment oO touching down (e g of an aeroplane or spacecraft) 
touch down vt to place (the ball in rugby) by hand on the ground either 
positioned on or over an opponent’s goal line in scoring a try, or behind 
one’s own goal line as a defensive measure vi to reach the ground 
tOUCh4 /tooh'shay/ interj - used to acknowledge a hit in fencing or the 
success of an argument, accusation, or witty point [F. fr pp of toucher to 
touch, fr OF tuchier] 

touched /tucht/ adj 1 emotionally moved (e g with gratitude) 2 slightly 
unbalanced mentally - infml 

touch.hole /-.hohl/ n the hole in early cannon or firearms through 
which the charge was ignited 

'touching /tuching/ prep in reference to, concerning - fml 
’touching adj capable of arousing tenderness or compassion - touchingly 
adv 

touch judge n a rugby linesman 

'touch, line /-.lien/ n either of the Imes that bound the sides of the field 
of play in rugby and soccer spor r 

tOUCh.mark /<,mahk/ n an identifying maker's mark impressed on 
pewter 

touch off vt 1 to cause to explode (as if) by touching with a naked flame 
2 to release with sudden intensity 

'tOUChjMper Apaypa/ n paper, impregnated with a subsUnce (eg 
potassium nitrate), that bums slowly and is used esp for the ignition of 
fireworks 

'touch, stono /-.stohn/ n 1 a black flintlike siliceous stone that when 
rubbed by gold or silver showed a streak of colour and was formerly used 
to test the purity of these metals 2 a test or enterion for determining the 
genuineness of sthg 

touch-.typo vt to type without looking at the keyboard, using a system 
that assigns a particular finger to each key 

touch up vt 1 to improve or perfect by small alterations; make good the 
minor defects of 2 to stimulate (as iO by a flick of a whip 3 to make often 


unwelcome physical advances to. touch with a view to arousing sexually 

- slang 

'touch.wood /-.wood/ n wood so decayed as to be dry, crumbly, and 
useful for tinder 

touchy /’luchi/ adj 1 ready to take offence on slight provocation 2 
calling for tact, care, or caution (sexism was a ^ subject with his wife} 

- touchily adv, touchiness n 

'tough /tuf/ adj la strong and flexible, not bnttle or liable to cut, break, 
or tear b not easily chewed 2 severe or uncompromisingly determined 
(a ^ and inflexible foreign policy ~ New Statesman} 3 capable of 
enduring great hardship or exeaion 4 very hard to influence 5 extremely 
difficult or testing <a question to answer} 6 aggressive or threatening 
in behaviour 7 without softness or sentimentality 8 unfortunate, unpleas- 
ant - infml < ~ luck} [ME, fr OE toh, akin to OHG zahi tough] - toughly 
adv, toughness n 

’tough n a tough person, esp sby aggressively violent 
’tough adv m a tough manner (talk ^ > 
toughen /'tuf(3)n/ vh to make or become tough 
.tough-'minded adj unsentimental or realistic in disposition or outlook 

- tough'inindedness n 

toupee /'looh.pay/ n a wig or hairpiece woni to cover a bald spot (F 
toupet forelock, fr OF. dun of top, toup, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG 
zopf tuft of hair - more at ‘tup] 

'tour /tooa/ n 1 a pcmxl during which an individual or unit is engaged 
on a specific duty, esp in I place (his regiment did a in hi Ireland} 2a 
a journey (e g for business or pleasure) in which one returns to the starting 
point b a visit (e g to a histone site or factory) for pleasure or instruction 
(a guided of the cattle} c a series of professional engagements 
involving travel (a theatrical company on -- > (ME. fr MF. fr OF toum, 
tour lathe, circuit, turn - more at ’turn] 

’tour VI to make a tour ^ vr 1 to make a tour of 2 to present (c g a 
theatncal production or concert) on a lour 
touraco /'tooara.koh/ n. pi touracos any of a family of Afncan birds that 
have a long tail, a short stout beak, and red wing feathers [native name 
in W Afnca] 

tour de force /.tooa da 'faws (Fr tu:r da brs)/ n, pi tours de force / — / 
a feat of strength, skill, or ingenuity [F] 
tourism /'tooo,nz(a)m/ n 1 the practice of travelling tor recreation 2 the 
organizing of lours for commercial purposes 3a the promotion or encour- 
agement of touring, esp at governmental level b the provision of services 
(e g accommodation) for tounsts 

tourist /'tooanst/ n 1 sby who makes a tour tor recreation or culture 2 
a member of a sports team that is visiting another country to play usu 
international matches - tourist adj 
tourist class n the lowest class of accommodation (e g on a ship) 
touristy /'tooansti/ adj frequented by or appealing to tourists - chiefly 
derog 

tourmaline Aooama.lcen/ n a vanously coloured mineral consisting of 
a complex silicate and used as a gem when transparent [Sinhalese 
toramalli camelian] 

tournament /'tooanamanl, 'taw-/ n 1 a contest between 2 parties of 
mounted knights armed with usu blunted lances or swords 2 a senes of 
games or contests for a championship [ME tornement, fr OF tomeie- 
ment, fr tomeier] 

tournedos /'tooana.doh/ n, pi tuumedos /•.doh(7)/ a small steak cut 
from the centre of a beef fillet and usu larded, tied, and held in shape with 
a skewer mfat [F, fr toumer to turn (fr OF) f dos back, fr L 
dorsum ~ more at 'iurn] 

'tourney /'tooani, 'tawni/ vi to take part in a tournament, esp in the 
Middle Ages [ME toumeyen, fr MF tomeier, fr OF, fr tom, toum lathe, 
circuit] 

’tourney n a tournament, esp in the Middle Ages 
tourniquet /'toooni.kay, 'taw-/ n a bandage or other device for applying 
pre&surc to check bleeding or blood flow [f, turnstile, tourniquet, fr 
toumer to turn, fr OF - more at ’turn] 

tousle /'towzl/ vt to dishevel, rumple [ME touselen, freq of -tousen-, akin 
to OHG ziTzuson to pull to pieces] 

'tout /towt/ vi to solicit for customers U to solicit or peddle 
importunately b Br to sell (tickets in great demand) at exploitative pnees 
2a Br to spy out information about (e g a raang stable or horse) b NAm 
to give a tip or solicit bets on (a racehorse) [ME tuien to peer; akin to 
OE totian to jtick out, Norw tyte] 

’tout n sby who touts: eg a sby who solicits custom, usu importunately 
b Br sby who offers tickets for a sold-out entertainment (e g a concert or 
football match) at vastly inflated pnccs 
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*tout vt to praise or publicize loudly or extravagantly <^ed a.s the most 
elaborate suburban shopping development - WhII Street Journal/ [alter 
of toot] 

'tow /toh/ vt to draw or pull along behind, csp by a rope or chain [ME 
towen, fr OE togian, akin to OE teon to draw. pull. OHU ziohan, 1. ducere 
to draw, lead] 

How n 1 a rope or chain for towing 2 towing or being towed 3 sthg towed 
(c g a boat or car) ~ in tow 1 being towed <a breakdown lorry with a car 
in tow) 2a under guidance or protection <^takcn in low by a fnendly 
neighbour} b in the position of a dependent or devoted follower or 
admirer (a young man paxsed with a good-looking girl in low/ 

How n short or broken fibre (c g of flax or hemp) prepared for spinning 
[ME. fr OE tow- spinning, akin to ON to tuft of wcwl for spinning. OE 
tawian to prepare for use - more at ‘ taw] 
towage /'loh ij/ n the price paid for towing [‘idw- ♦ -Aot] 

Howard /la'wawd/ adj happening at the moment, afoot [ME, fr OE 
toweard facing, imminent, fr to (prep) to i -wcard -ward] 

Howard prep, NAm towards 

towards /tp'wawdz/ prep 1 moving or situated in the direction of 
\dnving ^ town} 2a along a course leading to <a Jong stride — 
disarmament^ b in relation to <a/i attitude - hfe> 3 turned in the 
direction of (his back was me'> 4 not long before the end of the 
aficmiKm} 5 for the partial financing of (will put it - a retordy [ME 
lowardes. ft OE toweardes, alter of toweard, adj] 

Howel /'towal/ n 1 an absorbent cloth or paper lor wiping or drying sthg 
(eg criKkery or the body) after washing 2 saniiamy Town [ME 
towaillc, fr OF toaillc, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG dwahila towel, akin 
to OHG dwahan to wash, OPruss twaxtan bath cloth] 

Howel vt -H- (/>''- Ti 1-, -IN) to rub or dry (e g the binly) with a towel 
towelling, NAm chiefly toweling /'towaling/ n a cotton or linen fabric 
often used for making towels 

Hower /'tow.V n 1 a building or structure typically higher than its 
diameter and high relative to its surroundings that may stand apart or he 
attached to a larger structure and that may be fully walled m or of skeleton 
fiamework -Jd ( hurt ii 2 a citadel, fortress 3 tower block, lower a tall 
multi-storey building, often containing offices [ME tour, tor, fr OE torr 
& OF tor, tur, both fr E turns, fr Gk tyrsis] - towered adi, towerlike 
.idj 

Hower i7 to reach or nse to a great height 

towering /'towanng/ adj 1 impressively high or great pines^ 2 
reaching a high point of intensity <^a - ragey 3 going beyond proper 
bounds <— ambitionsy - towcringly ad\ 

tower of strength n sby who can be* relied on as a source of sympathy 
and support 

towhead /'loh.hed/ n (sby with) a head of hair resembling low, csp in 
being flaxen or tousled towbended /-'hedid/ adj 
to wit /I.1 'wil/ adv that is to say [arch wit (to know), fr ME witen, fr 
OE witan ■ more at wii] 
towline /’toh, hen/ n a towropc 

town /town/ n la a compactly settled area as distinguished from 
surrounding rural tcrnlory, esp one larger than a village but smaller than 
a city b u city 2 a neighbounng city, capital city, or metropolis (^travels 
into daily) 3 the city or urban life as contrasted with the country or 
rural life [ME. fr OE tun enclosure, village, town, akin to OHG run 
enclosure, Olr dun fortress] -- town adj ~ on the town in usu carefree 
pursuit of entertainment or amusement (e g city nightlife) 
town clerk n the chief official of a Bntish town who until 1974 was 
appointed to administer municipal affairs and to act as secretary to the 
town council 

town crier /’knea/ n a town officer who makes public prs.vlama- 
tions 

townee /'towm, tow'ncc/ n a townsman, esp as distinguished from a 
country dweller 

town hall n the chief administrative building of a town 
town house n 1 the city residence of sby having a country seal 2 a 
terrace house typically of 3 storeys 

town manager n an official employed to direct the administration of 
a town government 

town planner n one who is professionally qualified to plan the control 
and development of the urban environment - town planning n 
townacape /'town.skayp/ n the overall visual aspect of a town 
townsfolk /'townz.fohk/ n pi townspeople 

township /"township/ n I an ancient unit of administration in England 
identical in area with or being a division of a parish 2 an urban area 
inhabited by nonwhite citizens in S Afnca 


townsman /'townzman/, fern 'towns, woman n 1 a native or resident of 
a town or city 2 a fellow citizen of a town 
‘townspeople /-,peepl/ n pi the inhabitants of a town or city 
towrope /'toh.rohp/ n a line used in towing a boat, car, etc 
tox*, toxi<, toxo- comb form poison (toxaemia} [LL, fr L toxicum 
poison] 

toxaemia /tok'seemya. -mi-a/ n 1 an abnormal condition associated 
with the presence of toxic substances in the blood 2 pre-eclampsia 
[NL] 

toxic /toksik/ adj 1 of or caused by a poison or toxin 2 poisonous [LL 
toxicus, fr L toxicum poison, fr Gk toxikon arrow poison, fr neut of 
toxikos of a bow, fr toxon bow, arrow] - toxicity /tok'sisati/ n 
toxic-, toxico- comb form tox- (toxicology} (toxicosis} [NL. fr L toxi- 
cum] 

toxicological /.toksika'iojiki/, toxicologic adj of toxicology or toxins - 
toxicologjcally adv 

toxicology /.toksi'kobji/ n a branch of biology that deals with poisons 
and their effects and with medical, industnal, legal, or other problems 
arising from them - toxicologist n 

toxicosis /.toksi'kohsis/ n. pi toxicoses /-seez/ a disorder caused by the 
action of a poison or toxin [NL] 

toxigenic /.toksi'jcmk/ adj producing toxin bactena and fungi} - 
toxigenicity /-p'msati/ n 

toxin /'toksin/ n an often extremely poisonous protein produced by a 
living organism (e g a bacterium), esp m the body of a host [ISV] 
toxophilite /tok'sofilicl/ n a lover of or expert at archery - fml (Gk 
toxon bow, arrow ^ philos dear, loving] - toxophilite adj, toxophily 
/-fill/ n 

toxoplasma /.toksa'pla/ma/ n any of a genus of parasitic protozoans 
that are typically serious pathogens of vertebrates including human bangs 
[NL, genus name] toxoplasmic /-‘plazmik/ adj 
toxoplasmosis /.toksohplaz'mohsis/ n, pJ toxoplasmoses /-yttL/ a 
disease, caused by toxoplasmas invading the tissues, that is often accom- 
panied by damage to the central nervous system, esp of infants [NL] 
Hoy /toy/ n 1 a tnnket, bauble 2a sthg for a child to play with b sthg 
designed for amusement or diversion rather than practical use (an 
executive ^} 3 sthg imy, esp an animal of a breed or variety of 
exceptionally small size [ME toye dalliance, antic] - toylike adj 
Hoy VI 1 to act or deal with sthg without purpose or conviction 2 to amuse 
oneself as if with a toy - toycr n 

Hoy adj 1 designed or made for use as a toy (a — stove} 2 toylike, esp 
in being small 

trabecula /tr^'bekyoola/ n. pi trabeculae /-li/ also trabeculas 1 a small 
bar, rcKi, bundle of fibres, or dividing membrane in the framework of a 
body or(,in or part 2 a fold, ndge, or bar projecting into or extending 
from a plant part [NL, fr L, little beam, dim of trabs. trabes beam] - 
tral «*cular adj, trabeculate /-bt/ adj 

Hrace /trays/ n 1 a mark or line lefi by sthg that has passed, also a 
footprint 2 a vestige of some past thing, specif an engram 3 sthg traced 
or drawn (c g the graphic record made by a seismograph) 4 (the path 
taken by) the spot that moves across the screen of a cathode-ray tube 5 
a minute and ofien barely detectable amount or indication, esp of a 
chemical (a of a smile} [ME, fr MF, fr trader to trace] 

Hrace vt la to delineate, sketch b to wnte (eg letters or figures) 
painstakingly c to copy (e g a drawing) by following the lines or letters 
as seen through a semitransparent supenmposed sheet 2a to follow the 
trail ot b to follow back or study m detail or step by step the history 
of the labour Wx vement} c to discover signs, evidence, or remains of vi 
to be traceable histoncally [ME tracen, fr MF tracier, fr (assumed) VL 
tractiare to drag, draw, fr L tractus, pp of trahere to pull, draw - more 
at draw] - traceable adj 

Hrace n either of 2 straps, chains, or lines of a harness for attaching a 
vehicle to a horse [ME trais, pi, traces, fr MF. pi of trait pull, draught 
trace - more at trait] 

trace element n a chemical element present in minute quantities; esp 
one essential to a living organism for proper growth and development 
tracer /traysa/ n 1 ammunition containing a chemical composition to 
mark the flight of projectiles by a trail of smoke or fire 2 a sulMtance, csp 
a labelled element or atom, used to trace the course of a chemical or 
biological process ['trace '-er] 

tracery /'traysan/ n ornament^ stone openwork in architecture, esp in 
the head of a Gothic window architecture, chlirch -traccried 
adj 

trache-, tracheo- comb form trachea (trachafu) (tracheotomy) [NL, fr 
ML trachea] 
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trachM /tre'kee-a/ n, pi tracheae mJso tracheae 1 the main trunk of the 
system of tubesj^ which air passes to and from the lungs in vertebrates; 
the windpipe digestion 2 vessel 3b 3 any of the small tubes 
carrying air in most insects and many other arthropods [ME. fr ML, fr 
LL tnchu, fr Gk tnchaa (arreria) rough (artery), fr fern of tnchys 
rough; akin to Gk thnssan to trouble - more at dark.; (2, 3) NL, fr ML] 

- tracheal adj, trachcate /traki-at, -ayt, 'tray-/ adj 
trachtotomy /.traki'otami/ n the surgical operation of cutting into the 
trachea, esp through the skin, usu to relieve suffocation by inhaled 
matter 

trachoma /tra'kohma/ n a chronic contagious eye disease that is caused 
by a rickettsia and commonly causes blindness if left untreated [NL, fr 
Gk trachoma^ fr tnchys rough] ~ trachomatous /tra'komatas, -'koh-/ 
adj 

trachyte /'trakiet, 'tray-/ n a usu light-coloured volcanic rock consisting 
chiefly of potash feldspar [F, fr Gk tnchys rough] 
trachytic /tra'kitik/ adj of a texture of igneous rocks in which 
lath-shaped feldspar crystals are in almost parallel lines 
tracing /traysing/ n sthg traced: eg a a copy (e g of a design or map) 
made on a superimposed semitransparent sheet b (a map oO the ground 
plan of a military installation 

tracing paper a a semitransparent paper for tracing drawings 
'track /trak/ n la detectable evidence (e g a line of footprints or a wheel 
rut) that sthg has passed b a path beaten (as lO by feet c a specially 
laid-out course, esp for racmg d(l) the parallel rails of a railway (2) a 
rail or length of railmg along which sthg. esp a curtain, moves or is pulled 
a(l) any of a senes of parallel elongated regions on a magnetic tape on 
which a recording is made video (2) a more or less independent 
sequence of recording (e g a single song) visible as a distinct band on a 
gramophone record 2 a recent or fossil footpnnt <^the huge ^ of a 
dinosaur} 3a the course along which sthg moves b the projection on the 
earth's surface of the path along which sthg (e g a missile) has flown 4 
the condition of being aware of a fact or development (keep ^ of the 
costs} 5a the width of a wheeled vehicle from wheel to wheel, usu from 
the outside of the nms b either of 2 endless usu metal belts on which a 
tracklaying vehicle travels [ME trak, fr MF tnc, perh of Gmc ongin, 
akin to MD tncken, trecken to puli, haul - more at trek] - trackless adj 
> In one's tracks where one stands or is at the moment <ira5 stopped in 
his tracks) 

’track vf 1 to follow the tracks or traces of 2 to observe or plot the course 
of(eg a spacecraft) instrumentally 3a to make tracks on b AfAm to cany « 
on the feet and deposit < ^ mud into the house} ^ vi la of a gnmophone 
needle to follow the groove of a record b of a rear wheel of a vehicle to 
follow accurately the corresponding fore wheel on a straight track 2 to 
move a film or television camera towards, beside, or away from a subject 
while shooting a scene 3 NAm to leave tracks (eg on a floor) - 
tracker n 

track chargaman n, Br a worker employed to maintain a section of 
railway track 

track down vt to search for until found <track a cnminal down) <track 
down their new telephone number} 

track avant n an athletic event that is a race > compare field 

EVENT 

'tracklaying /-, laying/ adj of or being a vehicle that travels on 2 or more 
endless usu metal belts 

track record n a record of past achievements, esp in public office 
track suit n a warm loose-fitting suit worn by athletes when traming 
'tract /trakt/ n a short practical treatise; esp a pamphlet of rekgious 
propaganda [ME, modif of L tnctatus treatise, fr tnctatus, pp of tractare 
to draw out, handle, treat - more at treat] 

Hract A 1 a region or area of land of indefinite extent 2 a system of body 
parts or organs that collectively serve some often specified purpose (the 
digestive ^ > [L tnctus action of drawing, extension, fr tractus, pp of 
trahere to pull, draw - more at draw] 

tractable Araktabl/ adj 1 easily taught or controlled (a horse} 2 
easily handled or wrought [L tractabibs, fr tractare] - tractableneas a, 
IraeWy adv, tractability /.trakta'bibti/ a 

Tractarlaniam /trak'te9ri*a,niz(a)m/ a a system of High Church prin- 
ciples set forth in a series of tracts at Oxford (1833-41); the doctrines of 
the early Oxford Movement - Tractarian adj 
traetkm Araksh(a)n/ a 1 pulling or bemg pulled; also the force exerted 
is pulling 2 the drawing of a vehicle by motive power; also the motive 
power employed 3a the adhesive friction of a body on a surface on which 
it moves (the of a wheel on a nil} b a pulling force exerted on a 
* skeletal structure (e g in treating a fracture) by means of a special device 


[ML tnction-, tnetto, fr L tnctus, pp] - tractional adj, tractive /'traktiv/ 
adj 

traction angina n a large steam- or diesel-powered vehicle used to draw 
other vehicles or equipment over roads or fields and sometimes to provide 
power (e g for sawing or ploughing) 

'tractor /trakta/ n 1 traction engine 2a a 4-whceled or tracklaying 
vehicle used esp for pulling or using farm machinery b a truck with a 
short chassis and no body except a dnver’s cab, used to haul a large trailer 
or trailers [NL, fr L tnctus, pp] 

’tractor adj pulling or pulled through the air with force exerted from the 
front (a ^ monoplane is pulled by its propeller} 

'trad /trad/ adj, chiefly Br traditional - infml 
’trad A traditional jazz 

'trade /trayd/ n la the business or work in which one engages regularly 
b an occupation requinng manual or mechanical skill, a craft c the people 
engaged in an occupation, business, or industry d (the social group 
deriving its income from) commerce as opposed to the professions or 
landed property 2a the business of buying and selling or bartering 
commodities b business, market (when was bnsk} (novelties for the 
tounst '^ ) 3 smg or pi in constr the people or group of firms engaged 
in a particular business or industry 4 trade wind - usu pi 5 chiefly 
NAm a transaction; also an exchange of property usu without use of 
money [ME, course, way. track, fr MLG. track, akin to OHG trata track, 
course. OE tredan to tread] 

’trade vt to give in exchange for another commodity, also to make an 
exchange of (-^d secrefs) ^ vi 1 to engage in the exchange, purchase, or 
sale of goods 2 to give one thing in exchange for another - tradable also 
tradeable adj - trade on to take often unscrupulous advantage of (they 
traded on her good nature) 

*trade adj 1 of or used in trade (a - agreement} 2 intended for or limited 
to people in a business or industry (a — publication} (>>- discount} 
trad6 cycle n the regularly recurrent fluctuation in the level of economic 
activity 

trade gap n the value by which a country’s imports exceed its 
exports 

'trade-.in n an item of merchandise (e g a car or refngerator) that is 
traded in 

trade in vt to give as payment or part payment for a purchase or bill 
'trade, mark /-.mahk/ n 1 a name or distinctive symbol or device 
attached to goods produced by a particular firm or individual and legally 
reserved to the exclusive use of the owner of the mark as maker or seller 
SYMBOL 2 a distinguishing feature firmly associated with sby or 

sthg 

trade name n la the name used for an article by the trade b a name 
given by a manufacturer or seller to an article or service to distinguish it 
as his/hers 2 the name under which a concent does business 
'trade-.off n a giving up of one thing in return for another, esp as a 
compromise 

trader /'trayda/ n 1 a retail or wholesale dealer 2 a ship engaged in trade 
[*trade + ^-er] 

tradeecantia /.traydc'skanshi-a/ n any of a genus of commonly grown 
houseplants with usu blue or violet flowers [NL. genus name, fr John 
Tndescant tl638 E traveller & gardener] 
tradesman /'traydzman/ n la a shopkeeper b one who delivers goods 
to pnvate houses 2 a workman in a skill«l trade 
trade union also trades uaion n an organization of workers formed for 
the purpose of advancing its members’ interests - trade uaionisn n, trade 
uoionist A 

trade wind, trade n a wind blowing almost continually towards the 
equator from the NE m the belt between the N horse latitudes and the 
doldrums and from the SE in the belt between the S horse latitudes and 
the doldrums [obs tnde (in a regular couiae or direction), fr 'trade 
(course)] 

trading eatata Araydmg/ n industrial istate 
trading stamp a a printed stamp of a certain value given by a retailer 
to a customer, to be accumulated and redeemed in merchandise or 
cash 

tradition /tra'dish(9)n/ a 1 the handing down of information, beliefs, 
and customs by word of mouth or by example from one generation to 
another 2a an inhented practice or opinion b conventions associated with 
a group or period (the title poem represents a complete break with I9th< 
~ - F R Li^is) 3 cultural continuity in attitudes and institutions [ME 
tradicioun, fr MF k L; MF tndition, fr L tradition-, traditio action of 
handing over, tradition - more at treason] - tradittosleas adj 
traditional /tra'dish(a)nl/ adj 1 of or handed down by tradition 2 of 
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or being a style of ja/z ong played in New Orleans in the early 1900s - 
traditionally ady 

tra'ditionalism /-iz(9)ni/ n respect for tradition as opposed to modern- 
ism or liberalism - traditionalist n or adj, traditionalistic A'isiik/ adj 
traduce /tra'dycwhs/ w to (attempt to) damage the reputation or 
standing of, csp by misrepresentation - fml (L traducere to lead across, 
transfer, degrade, fr tra-. tram- trans- ^ ducerc to lead - more at ’lOw] 

- traducement n, traducer n 

'traffic /'trafik/ n la import and export trade b the business of bartering 
or buying and selling c illegal or disreputable trade (drug ^ ) 2 exchange 
(a lively ^ in ideas " F L Allen) 3a the movement (c g of vehicles or 
pedcstnans) through an area or along a route b the vehicles, pedestrians, 
ships, or aircraft moving along a route c the information or signals 
transmitted over a communications system 4a the passengers or cargo 
earned by a transport system b the business of transporting passengers 
or freight 5 dealings between individuals or groups - fml [MF trafique, 
fr Olt traflTKO, fr tra/Ticare to trade] 

'traffic vh -ck- vi to carry on traffic ■^vt to trade, barter - traf- 
ficker n 

trafficator /’trafi.kayta/ n. Br iNoirsinR Ic, esp a hinged retractable 
illuminated arm on the side of an old motor car [blend of traffic and 
indicator] 

traffic circle n, SAm a roundabout 

traffic cone n a conical marker used on a road or highway (e g for 
indicating roadworks) 

traffic island n a paved or planted island m a road designed to guide 
the flow of traffic and provide refuge for pedestrians 
traffic light n an automatically operated signal of coloured lights for 
controlling traffit umi pi 

traffic signal n a signal (eg traffic lights) for controlling traffic 
tragacanth /'tragakanth/ n a gum obtained from various Asiatic or £ 
European leguminous plants, used m manufactunng (e g of bcKiks) and in 
pharmacy [MF tragacanthe, fr L tragacantha. fr Gk tragakantha, fr 
tragos goat + akantha thorn] 

tragedian /tra’jecdi an/ n la writer of tragedies 2 fern tragedienne an 
actor who plays tragic roles [tragedienne fr F tragedienne, fr MF, fr 
tragedic] 

tragedy /’trajadi/ n 1 (a) serious drama m which destructive circum- 
stances result in adversity for and usu the deaths of the main characters 

- compare < omldv Ib 2 a disastrous event, a calamity 3 tragic quality 
or element [ME tragedie, fr MF, fr L tragoedta, fr Gk tragoidia, prob fr 
tragos goal • aeidcin to sing - more at ode] 

tragic /'trajik/ also tragical /-kl/ adj 1 (expressive) of tragedy (the - 
significance of the atomic bomb - H S Truman) 2 of, appropriate to, 
dealing with, or treated m tragedy 3a deplorable, lamentable (the ^ 
disparity between the actual and the ideaPy b marked by a sense of tragedy 
[L tragicus, fr Gk tragikos, irreg fr tragoidia] - tragically adv 
tragicomedy /.traji'komadi/ n a literary work in which tragic and 
comic elements arc mixed m a usu ironic way, also a situation or event 
of such a character [MF tragicomedie, fr Oil tragicomedia, fr OSp, fr L 
tragicomoedia, fr tragicus -i comoedia comedy] * tragicomic /-'komik/ 
also tragicomical adj 

'trail /trayi/ vi la to hang down so as to sweep the ground bofa plant, 
branch, etc to grow to such length as to droop over towards the ground 
2a to walk or proceed draggingly or weanly - usu ^ along b to lag behind, 
do poorly in relation to others 3 to move or extend slowly in thin streams 
(smoke -- ing from chimneys) 4a to extend in an erratic course or line 
b to dwindle (voice ^ mg o/f) 5 to follow a trail; track game ^ vt la to 
drag loosely along a surface, allow to sweep the ground b to haul, tow 
2a to drag (e g a limb or the body) heavily or weanly b to carry or bnng 
along as an addition c to draw along in one's wake < ^ ing clouds of glory 
do we come - William Wordsworth) 3a track la b to follow behind, 
esp in the footsteps of c to lag behind (c g a competitor) [ME trailen, fr 
MF trailler to tow, fr (assumed) VL tngulare, fr L tragula sledge, 
dragnet] 

'trail n 1 the part of a gun carnage that rests on the ground when the piece 
IS unlimbcred 2a sthg that follows as if being drawn behind b the streak 
of light produced by a meteor 3a a trace or mark left by sby or sthg that 
has pas^ or is being followed (a ^ of blood) b(l) a track made by 
passage, esp through a wilderness (2) a marked path through a forest or 
mountainous region - trailless adj 

'trail.blazer /-.blayu/ n 1 a pathfinder 2 pioneer 2 <a ^ in astrophys- 
ics) - trailblazing adj 

trailer Atrayb/ ii 1 a trailing plant 2 a wheeled vehicle designed to be 
towed (e g by a lorry or car); specif, NAm caravan 2 3 a set of short 


excerpts from a film shown in advance for publicity purposes [‘trail 
4 ’-fr] 

trailing edge n the rearmost edge of an aerofoil flight 
'train /trayn/ n 1 a part of a gown that trails behind the wearer 2a a 
retinue, suite b a moving file of people, vehicles, or animals 3 the vehicles, 
men. and sometimes animals that accompany an army with baggage, 
supplies, ammunition, or siege artillery 4 a connected senes of ideas, 
actions, or events 5 a line of gunpowder laid to lead fire to a charge 6 
a senes of connected moving mechanical parts (e g gears) 7 a connected 
line of railway carnages or wagons with or without a locomotive [ME, 
fr MF, fr OF. fr trainer to draw, drag] - trainfiil n 
'train \t 1 to direct the growth of (a plant), usu by bending, pruning, etc 
2b to form by instruction, discipline, or dnll b to teach so as to make fit 
or proficient 3 to prepare (c g by exercise) for a test of skill 4 to aim at 
an object or objective <~ed his nfJe on the target) ^vi 1 to undergo 
training 2 to go by train [ME trainen to drag, allure, manipulate, fr MF 
trainer, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL traginarc, akin to L trahere to draw - 
more at draw] - trainable adj 

trainband /trayn, band/ n a 17th- or I8th-c militia company in England 
or Amenca [alter of trained band] 

'train, bearer /-.bears/ n an attendant who holds the tram of a robe or 
gown (e g on a ceremonial occasion) 
trainee /.tray'nee/ n one who is being trained for a job 
trainer /'trayns/ n an aircraft or piece of equipment for training the crew 
of an aircraft ['train ^ ’-fr] 

training /traynmg/ n 1 the bnnging of a person or animal to a desired 
degree of proficiency in some activity or skill 2 the condition of being 
trained, csp for a contest (an athlete out of -- ) 
training college n, Br a school offenng specialized instruction (a ^ 
for traffic wardens) 

train oil n oil from a whale or other marine animal [obs train (tram oil), 
fr ME trane, fr MD trane or MLG tran] 
traipse /trayps/ vi to walk or trudge about, often to little purpose [ongin 
unknown] - traipse n 

trait /trayi, tray/ n a distinguishing (personal) quality or charactenstic 
[MF, lit , act of drawing, fr L tractus - more at 'tract] 
traitor /trayts/, fern traitress /traytns/ n 1 sby who betrays another's 
trust 2 sby who commits treason [ME tranre, fr OF, fr L traditor, fr 
traduus, pp of tradere to hand over, deliver, betray, fr trans-, tra- trans- 
F dare to give - more at 'da i l] - traitorous /irayt(9)r9s/ adj, traitor' 
ously adv 

trajectory /trs'jcktan/ n I the curve that a planet, projectile, etc follows 

2 a path, progression, or line of development like a physical trajectory 
[NL trajectona, fr fern of trajectonus of passing, fr L trajectus, pp of 
traicere to cause to cross, cross, fr trans-, tra- trans- + jacere to throw - 
more at 'iet] 

tram /tram/ n any of vanous vehicles c g a a boxlike wagon running on 
rails (e g in a mine) b chiefly Br a passenger vehicle running on rails and 
typically operating on urban streets [E dial , shaft of a wheelbarrow, prob 
fr LG traam, lit., beam] 

'tram, car /-,kah/ n 1 tram a 2 chiefly Br tram b 
'tram.line /-.lien/ n. Br la track on which trams run 2 pi (the area 
between) either of the 2 pairs of sidelines on a tennis court that mark off 
the area used in doubles play sport 
'trammel /traml/ n 1 a net for catching birds or fish, esp one having 3 
layers with the middle one finer-meshed and slack so that fish passing 
through carry some of the centre net through the coarser opposite net and 
are trapped 2 sthg that impedes freedom of action - usu pi with sing, 
meaning (the ^s of convention) 3a an instrument for drawing ellipses 
b a compass for drawing large circles that consists of a beam with 2 shding 
parts ~ usu pi with sing, meaning [ME tramayle, a kind of net, fr MF 
tremail, fr LL tremaculum, fr L tres three -f macula mesh, spot - more 
at three] 

'trammel vt -IF {NAm -I-, -II-), /traml mg/ t to enmesh 2 to impede 
the free play of 

tramontane /tra'montayn/acj) 1 transalpine 2 lying on or coming from 
the other side of a mountain range [It tramontano, fr L transmontanus, 
fr trans- f mont-, mans mountain - more at 'mount] 

'tramp /tramp/ vi 1 to walk or tread, esp heavily 2a to travel about on 
foot b to journey as a tramp '^vt 1 to trample 2 to travel or wander 
through on foot [ME trampen: akin to MLG trampen to stamp, OE 
treppan to tread - more at 'irap] - tnunper n 
'tramp n 1 a wandenng vagrant who survives by taking the occasional 
job or by begging or stealing money and food 2 a usu long and tiring walk 

3 the heavy rhythmic tread of feet 4 an iron plate to protect the sole of 
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a shoe 5 a merchant vessel that does not work a regular route but carncs 
genera) cargo to any port as required 6 chieHy NAm a promiscuous 
woman 

trample /'trampl/ vb trampling /‘trampling/ v/ 1 to tread heavily so as 
to bruise, crush, or injure 2 to treat destructively with ruthlessness or 
contempt - usu on, over, or upon (trampling on the nghts of others} 
^ vr to press down, crush, or injure (as iO by treading [ME tramplen, frcq 
of trampen to tramp] - trample n, trampler n 

trampoline /.irampa'leen/ n a resilient sheet or web supported by 
springs in a frame and used as a springboard m tumbling [Sp trampolin, 
fr It trampolmo, of Gmc origin, akin to MLG trampen to stamp] - 
trampoliner /-‘lectia/ n, trampolining n 
tramroad /'tram.rohd/ n a track for hauling trams in a mine 
'tram, way /-.way/ n, Br a system of tracks (e g laid in the surface of 
urban streets) for trams 

trance /trahns/ n 1 a state of semiconsciousness or unconsciousness with 
reduced or absent sensitivity to external stimulation 2 a usu self-induced 
state of altered consciousness or ecstasy in which religious or mystical 
visions may be experienced 3 a stale of profound abstraction or absorp- 
tion [ME, fr MF transe, fr transir to pavs away, swoon, fr 1 transire to 
pass, pass away ' more at rRANsiFwr] - trancelike adj 
tranche /trahnch (Fr trdj)/ n a bIcKk of shares usu supplementary to 
an already existing issue [F, lit , slice, fr OF, fr trcnchier, tranchcr to 
cut] 

tranny /'tram/ n, chiefly Br fransisiok radio - infml [rra/isistor 
f -y] 

tranquil /'trangkwii/ adj free from mental agitation or from disturbance 
or commotion [L tranquillus] - tranquilly adv, tranquillity 
/trang'kwibti/ n 

tranquill ize, -ise, NAm chiefly tranquilize /'trangkwilie// vt to make 
tranquil or calm; esp to relieve of mental tension and anxiety by drugs ^ vi 
to become tranquil 

tranquill izer, -iser, NAm chiefly tranquilizer /'trangkwijieza/ n a drug 
(e g dia/epam) used to tranquillize [rRANguiLttZF ^ ^-fr] 
trans tranz/ aJj characterized by having identical atoms or groups on 
opposite sides of the molecule - usu ital, often in combination 
iXTans-dichhroethylene}, compare cis [trans-] 
trana- /tranz, trahnz/ prefix 1 on or to the other side of, across, beyond 
iixansatlanticyiuan^ontmentaf} 2 beyond (a specified chemical 
clement) in the periodic table (transuramc) 3 through 
<transcu/a/ieo(is> (trans-sonic) 4 so or such as to change or transfer 
(^transliterate} (translocation} (transship} [L trans-, tra- across, beyond, 
through, so as to change, fr trans across, beyond - more at through] 
transact /tran'zakt/ vt to perform, carry out 1, esp to conduct 
(business to be '^ed by experts} [L transactus, pp of transigere to drive 
through, complete, transact, fr trans- f agere to drive, do - more at 
agent] - transactor n 

transaction /tran'zaksh(.T)n, trahn-/ n 1 transacting 2a sthg trans- 
acted, esp a business deal b pi the (published) record of the meeting of 
a society or association - transactional adj 

transalpine /tran'zalpien, trahn-/ adj north of the Alps [L transal- 
pmus, fr trans- -v AJpes the Alps] 

transatlantic /.tranzat'lantik. .trahn-/ adi 1 crossing or extending 
across the Atlantic ocean (a ^ cable} 2 situated beyond the Atlantic 
ocean 3 (charactenstic) of people or places situated beyond the Atlantic 
ocean; speaf, chiefly Br Amencan (a accent} 
transceiver /tran'seeva, trahn-/ n a combined radio transmitter and 
receiver [fran.-miitter + receiver] 

transcend /tran'send, trahn-/ vt la to go beyond the limits of b to be 
or extend beyond and above (the universe or material existence) 2 to 
surpass, excel ^ vi to rise above or extend notably beyond ordinary limits 
[L transcendere to climb across, transcend, fr trans- scandere to climb 
- more at scan] 

transcendent /tran'send(a)nt, also trahn-/ adj la exceeding usual 
limits; surpassing b beyond the limits of ordinary experience c beyond 
the limits of possible experience and knowledge - used in Kantianism 2 
transcending the universe or matenal existence - compare immanent [L 
transcendent-, transcendens, prp of transcendere] - tranaccndesce, Iran- 
scesdascy n, transcendently adv 

transcendental /.transen'dentl; also trahn-/ adj 1 of or employing the 
basic categones (eg space and time) presupposed by knowledge and 
expenence (a ^ proof} 2 transcendent la 3a of or being a transcen- 
dental number b being, involving, or representing a function (e g sin x, 
log z. e ^ ) that cannot be expressed by a finite number of algebraic 


operations curves} 4a transcindfni lb b supernatural c 
abstruse, abstract d of transcendentalism - transcendentally adv 
.transcen'dentalism /-,iz(d)m/ n 1 a philosophy that emphusi/cs the 
basic categones of knowledge and expenence, or asserts fundamental 
reality to be transcendent 2 a philosophy that asserts the pnniacy of the 
spintual over the matenal - transccndentalist adj or n 
transcendental number n a number (e g e or rr) that cannot be the 
root of an algebraic equation with rational coefficients - compare alof 
BRA ir 2 NUMBFR 

transcontinental /.tranz.konli'ncntl, trahnz-/ adj crossing or extend- 
ing across a continent 

transcribe /tran'skneb, also trahn-/ vt la to make a written copy or 
version of (c g sthg written or printed) b to write in a different medium, 
transliterate (~ a word in phonetics} (-^ shorthand)’ c to wnte down, 
record 2 to transfer (data) from one recording form to another 3 to make 
a musical transcription of [L transenhere, Ir trans- f senherc to write - 
more at 'scribe] - transcriber n 

transcript /'transknpt, 'trahn-/ n 1 a written, printed, or typed copy, 
esp of dictated or recorded material 2 an official written copy (a court 
reporter's — > [ME, fr ML transcript um. fr L, neut of transcnpius, pp 
of transenbere] 

transcription /tran'sknpsh(a)n, trahn-/ n 1 transcribing 2 a copy, 
iranscnpt- eg a an often free arrangement of a musical composition for 
some instrument or voice other than the original b a sound recording 
suitable for broadcasting and thus usu of high quality 3 the naturally 
occurring process of constructing a molecule of nucleic acid (e g messen- 
ger RNA) using a DNA molecule as a template, with resulting transfer 
of genetic information to the newly formed molecule - compare i ransi a 
noN 2 - transcriptional adj 

transducer /tranz'dyoohso, trahnz-/ n a device that translers energy 
from one system to another, esp one that converts nonelectrical energy 
into electncal energy or vice versa [L transduceie to lead across. Ir trans- 
t ducere to lead - more at 'low] 

transect /tran'sekt/ vt to cut transversely [trans- r -set/] - transection 
/-'seksh(p)n/ n 

transept /'transept/ n (either of the projecting arms of) the part of a 
cross-shaped church that crosses the E end of the nave at right angles [NL 
transeptum, fr L trans- » septum, saeptum enclosure, wall - more at 
septum] - transeptal /-'septi/ adj 

transfer /trans'fuh, trahns-/ vb -rr- vt la to convey or cause to pass from 
one person, place, or situation to another b to move or send to another 
location ( red her business to the capital/, specif to move (a professional 
soccscr player) to another football club 2 to make over the possevsion or 
control of 3 to copy (e g a design) from one surface to another by contact 
^ VI 1 to move to a different place, region, or situation 2 to change from 
one vehicle or transport system to another [ME transferren, fr L trans- 
ferre, fr trans- ^ ferre to carry - more at ’hfar] - transferable, transfer- 
rable /-'fuhrabi/ adj, transferral /-'fuhral/ n, transferor, transferrer n, 
transferee /.transfuh'ree, trahns-/ n 

^transfer /'iransfuh, ‘trahns-/ n 1 conveyance of right, title, or interest 
in property 2a transferring b transference 3 sthg or sby that transfers 
or is transferred; esp a design or picture transferred by contact from one 
surface (c g specially prepared paper) to another 4 NAm a ticket entitling 
a passenger on a public conveyance to continue a journey on another 
route 

transferable vote /trans'fuhrabi/ n a vote which in balloting by 
proportional representation may be transferred to a candidate other than 
the first choice 

transferase /'transfarayz, -rays, 'trahns-/ n an enzyme that promotes 
transfer of a chemical group from one molecttle to another 
transference /'transr(a)r 3 ns, trans'fuhrans. trahns-/ n the redirection 
of feelings and desires, esp those unconsciously retained from childhood, 
towards a new object (e g towards a psychoanalyst conducting therapy) 
['transfer -fnce] - transferential /,transfa'rcnsh(a)l, .trahns-/ adj 
transfer paper /'transfuh, 'trahnsfuh/ n a paper with a special coating 
for tranvfemng a design 

transfer RNA n a relatively small RNA that transfers a particular 
amino acid to a growing polypeptide chain at the nbosomc site for protein 
synthesis - compare me^ssenger rna 

transfiguration /,trans.fig3'raysh(9)n, .trahns-/ n la a change in form 
or appearance, a metamorphosis b an exalting, glorifying, or spiritual 
change 2 cap August 6 observed as a Chnstian festival in commemoration 
of the transfiguration of Christ as desenbed in Mt 17'2 and Mk 9:2-3 
transfigure /transTiga. trahns-/ vt to give a new appearance to; trans- 
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form outwardly and usu for the better [ME transfiguren, fr L trans- 
figurare, fr trans- « Hgurarc to shape, fashion, fr figura figure] 
transf inite /transTieniet, trahns-/ adj 1 going beyond or surpassing any 
finite number, group, or magnitude 2 of or being a number that can be 
shown to be greater than the number of positive integers <r/je number of 
real numbers isa ^ quantity} [G transfinit, fr trans- (fr L) + finit finite, 
fr L finit us] 

transfix /transTiks, trahns-/ vt 1 to pierce through (as lO with a pointed 
weapon 2 to hold motionless (as iQ by piercing <^ed horror) [L 
transfixus, pp of transfigerc, fr tntns- » figere to fasten, pierce - more at 
dyke] - transfixion /-Tiksh(»)n/ n 

'transform /trans'fawm, trahns-/ vt 1 to change radically (eg in 
structure, appearance, or character) 2 to subject to mathematical trans- 
formation 3 to change (a current) in potential (e g from high voltage to 
low) or in type (eg from alternating to direct) 4 to cause (a cell) to 
undergo transformation — vi to become transformed [ML transformen, 
fr L transformare, fr trans- + formare to form, fr iorma form] 
transformable adj, transformative /-mativ/ adj 
'transform /'transfawm, 'trahns-/ n a mathematical element or linguistic 
structure producible by (a) transformation 

transformation /,transfaw'maysh(3)n, .trahns-/ n 1 the operation of 
changing one configuration or expression into another in accordance with 
a mathematical rule 2 any of a set of rules for transforming the supposed 
underlying structures of (a) language into actual sentences 3 modification 
of plant or animal cell culture (e g by a cancer-producing virus) resulting 
in unlimited cell growth and division ['iransform ^ -ation] - transfor- 
mational adj 

transformational grammar /-nl/ n a grammar that attempts to find 
a set of transforma •'« for generating an infinite number of possible 
sentences 

transformer /trans'fawma, trahns-/ n an electncal device making use 
of the principle of mutual induction to convert variations of current in a 
pnmary circuit into vanations of voltage and current in a secondary 
circuit ['tbansiorm t ‘-lr] 

transfuse /trans'fycxihz, trahns-/ vt 1 to diffuse into or through, 
broadly to spread across 2 to transfer (eg blood) into a vein [ME 
transfusen, fr L transfusus, pp of transfundcre, fr trans- i fundere to pour 
- more at *tr)iiNi)] transfusible, transfussble adj, transfusion 
/-'fyooh/.h(3)n/ n 

transgress /trans'gres, trahns-/ vt 1 to go beyond limits set or pre- 
scribed by the divine law) 2 to pass beyond or go over (a boundary) 
^ VI to violate a command or law [F transgresser, fr L transgressus, pp 
of transgredi to step beyond or across, fr trans- f gradi to step more 
at grade] - transgressive adj, transgressor n 

transgression /trans'gresh(a)n, trahns-/ n infnngement or violation of 
a law, command, or duty (trans<jRkss ^ -ion] 
tranship /tranz'ship, trahnz-/ vb to transship 

transhumance /trans'hyixjhmans, trahns-/ n seasonal movement of 
livestock, esp sheep, between mountain and lowland pastures [F. fr 
transhumer to practise transhumance, fr Sp trashumar, fr tras- trans- (fr 
L trans-) + L humus earth - more at humbi e] 

'transient /'iranzi-ant/ad; 1 passing quickly away, transitory 2 making 
only a bncf stay <a - summer migrant) [L transeunt-, transiens, prp of 
transire to go across, pass, fr trans- i ire to go] - transience, transiency 
u, transiently adv 

'transient n 1 a transient guest or worker 2a a temporary oscillation that 
occurs m a circuit because of a sudden change of voltage or load b a 
transient current or voltage 

transilluminate /,tranzi'l(y)oohminayt, , trahnz-/ vt to cause light to 
pass through, esp to pass light through (a body part) for meaical 
examination - transilluminator n, transillumination /-'naysh(3)n/ n 
transistor /tran'zista, trahn-/ n 1 any of several semiconductor devices 
that have usu 3 electrodes and make use of a small current to control a 
. larger one 2 iransistor radio ['/ransfer ^ resistor, fr its iransfernng 
an electrical signal across a resistor] 

tran'sistor lze, -ise /-nez/ vt to construct (a device) using transistors 
>- transistorization /-ne'zBysh(a)n/ n 
transistor radio n a radio using transistonzed circuitry 
'transit /’transit, -zit/ n la passing or conveying through or over b a 
change, transition 2 passage of a smaller celestial body a across the disc 
of a larger one b over a mendian or through the field of a telescope 3 
NAm conveyance of people or things from one place to another [L 
transitus, fr transitus, pp of transire to go across, pass] - In transit m 
passage (goods lost in transit) 

'transit vt to make a transit ~ vt to traverse 


transit instrument n a telescope for observing the time of transit of 
a celestial body over a mendian 

transition /tran'zish(3)n, trahn-/ n la passage from one state or stage 
to another b a movement, development, or evolution from one form, 
stage, or style to another (a . from the inorganic to the organic - W 
R Inge) 2a a musical modulation b a musical passage leading from one 
section of a piece to another 3 an abrupt change in energy state or level 
(e g of an atomic nucleus or a molecule), usu accompanied by loss or gain 
ot a single quantum of energy [I. transition-, transitio, fr transitus, pp of 
transire] - transitional adj, transitionally adv 

transition metal n any of various metallic elements (e g chromium, 
iron, or platinum) that have valency electrons in 2 shells instead of 
only 1 

transitive /'transitiv, 'trahn-, -zitiv/ adj 1 having or containing a direct 
object <a ~ verb/ (a ^ construction ;> 2 of or being a relation such that 
if the relation holds between a first element and a second and between the 
second element and a third, it holds between the first and third elements 
3 of or characterized by transition [LL transitivus, fr L transitus. pp of 
transire] - transitive n, transitively adv, transitiveness, transitivity 
/transa'tivMi, trahn-, -z^-/ n 

transitory /'transit(3)n, 'trahn-, -zi-/ adj 1 tending to pass away 2 of 
brief duration [ME transitone. fr MF transitoire, fr LL transitonus, fr 
L, of or allowing passage, fr transitus, pp] - transitorily Aransit(a)r3li, 
'trahns-, -zi-, -'torsli/ adv. transitoriness n 
translate /trans'layt, trahns-/ vt la to bear, remove, or change from one 
place, state, form, or appearance to another (a country boy - d to the 
aty)(^ ideas into action) b to convey to heaven or to a nontcmporal 
condition without death c to transfer (a bishop) from one sec to another 
2a to turn into another language b to turn from one set of symbols into 
another c to express in dilTerent or more comprehensible terms 3 to 
subject (genetic information, esp messenger RNA) to translation V7 1 
to practise or make (a) translation 2 to undergo (a) translation [L 
translatus (pp of transferre to transfer, translate), fr trans- + latus, pp of 
ferre to carry - more at iuleratf, ’bear] - translatable adj, transla- 
tor n 

translation /trans'laysh(3)n, trahns-/ n la (a version produced by) a 
rendenng from one language into another b a change to a different 
substance or form c uniform motion of a body in a straight line 2 the 
process of forming a protein molecule at a nbosome site of protein 
synthesis from information contained usu in messenger RNA - compare 
FRANscRimoN 3 [TRANSLArF-i -ion] - translational 
transliterate /tranz'Iitarayt, trahnz-, trans-, trahns-/ vt to represent or 
spell in the characters of another alphabet [frans- + L littera letter] - 
transliteration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 

translocation /,tranzloh'kaysh(a)n, .trahnz-/ n a change of location. 
esp the conduction of soluble matenal from one part of a plant to another 

- tran.> locate /-loh’kayt/ \b 

translucent /tranz'loohs(a)nt, trahnz-/ adj 1 permitting the passage of 
light e g a transparent b transmitting and diffusing light so that objects 
beyond cannot be seen clearly (a ^ window of frosted glass) < 
porcelain) [L translucent-, translucens, prp of translucere to shine 
through, fr trans- ♦ lucere to shine - more at 'i ight] - translvcence, 
translucency n, tranalucently adv 

transmarine /.tranzma'rccn/ adj (coming from or extending) across the 
sea [L transmannus, fr trans- + mare sea - more at marinf] 
transmigrate /.tranzmie'grayi, .trahnz-/ vi \ofa soul to pass at death 
from one body or being to another 2 to migrate [L transmigratus, pp of 
transmigrare to migrate to another place, fr rrans- + migrare to migrate] 

- tranamigrator n, transmigration /-mie'graysh(9)n/ n, transmigratory 
/-'micgr3t(a)n/ adj 

transmission /lrans'mish(3)n, trahns-, tranz-, trahnz-/ n 1 transmit- 
ting of a nerve impulse across a synapse), esp transmitting by radio 
waves or over a wire 2 the assembly bj^ which the power is transmitted 
from a motor vehicle engine to the axle ^ ^ car 3 sthg transmitted (L 
transmission-, transmissio, fr transmissus, pp of transmittere to transmit] 

- transmiasive /-'misiv/ adj 

transmit /trans'mit, trahns-, tranz-, trahnz-/ vb -tt- vt la to send or 
transfer from one person or place to another b(l) to convey (as lO by 
inhentance or heredity (2) to convey (infection) abroad or to another 
2a(l) to cause (e g light or force) to pass or be conveyed through a medium 
(2) to allow the passage of (glass ^ s light) b to send out (a signal) either 
by radio waves or over a wire vi to send out a signal by radio waves 
or over a wire [ME transmitten, fr L transmittere. fr trans- + mittere to 
send] - transmlsaible /-'niis^bl/ adj, transmittsble adj, trsiiamlttsl n 
trans'mitter /-ta/ n 1 the portion of a telegraphic or telephonic 
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instrument that sjnids the signals 2 a radio or television transmitting 
station or set television 3 a neurotransmitter [transmit 

+ '-er] 

transmogrify /tranz'mognfie/ yt to transform, often with grotesque or 
humorous effect (perh alter of tnmsmtgrate] - tranamogriflntion 
/•.mognrrkaysh(9)n/ n 

transmutation /,tranzmyooh'taysh(3)n, .trahnz-/ n 1 the conversion of 
base metals mto gold or silver 2 the natural or artificial conversion of one 
element or nuclide into another [transmute + -ation] - tranimutative 
/-'myoohtativ/ adj 

transmuta /tranz'myooht, trahnz-/ vt 1 to change in form, substance, 
or characteristics 2 to subject (e g an clement) to transmutation ^ vi to 
undergo transmutation [ME transmuten, fr L transmutare, fr trans- + 
mutan to change - more at 'miss] - tranraiutable adj 
transnational /tranz’nash(a)nl, trahnz-/ adj extending beyond national 
boundaries 

transom Aransam/ n a transverse piece in a structure; e g a a lintel b 
a honzontal crossbar in a windo ^ o ver a door, or between a door and 
a window or fanlight above it architecture c any of several 
transverse timbers or beams secured to the stempost of a boat [ME 
traunsom, prob fr L transtrum, fr trans across - more at through] 
transonic /tran'sonik/ aJso trasa-sonic /tranz 'sonik/ adj 1 of or being 
a speed near the speed of sound in air 2 (capable oO moving, or using air 
currents moving, at a transonic speed [trans- + -some (as in super- 
sonic)] 

transparency /tran'sparansi. trahn-/ n 1 being transparent 2a a 
picture or design on glass, film, etc viewed by a light shining through it 
from behind; esp slide Sb b a framework covered with thin cloth or paper 
beanng a device for public display (e g for advertisement) and lit from 
within 

transparent /tran'sparant, trahn-/ adj la(l) transmitting light without 
appreciable scattering so that bodies lying beyond are entirely visible - 
compare translucent lb (2) penetrable by a specified form of radiation 
(e g X rays or ultraviolet) b fine or sheer enough to be seen through 2a 
free from pretence or decat sincenty} b easily detected or seen 
through <a hey c readily understood <f/je meaning of this word m ^ > 
[ME, fr ML transparent-, transparens, prp of transparere to show 
through, fr L trans- + parere to show oneself - more at appear] - 
tranaparence n, transparently adv, transparentnesa n 
transpire /tran'spie-a, trahn-/ vt to pass off or give passage to (a gas or 
liquid) through pores or interatices, esp to excrete (e g water vapour) 
through a skin or other living membrane vi 1 to give off a vapour; specif 
to give off or exude water vapour, esp from (he surfaces of leaves 2 to 
pass in the form of a vapour, esp from a living body 3 to become known; 
come to light 4 to occur; take place - disapproved of by some speakers 
[MF transpirer, fr L trans- + spirare to breathe - more at spirit] 
'transplant /trans'plahnt, trahns-/ vt 1 to lift and reset (a plant) in 
another soil or place 2 to remove from one place and settle or introduce 
elsewhere 3 to transfer (an organ or tissue) from one piart or individual 
to another [ME transplauntcn, fr LL transplantare, fr L trans- plantare 
to plant] - tramplnntable A'plahntabl/ adj, transplanter n, transplanta- 
tion /-plahn'taysh(3)n, -plan-/ n 

^transplant Arans,plahnt. 'trahns-/ n 1 transplanting 2 sthg trans- 
planted 

transpontina /tranz'pontien, trahnz-/ adj situated on the farther side 
of a bridge; specif, Br situated on the south side of the Thames [r/ans- 
+ L pont-, pons bridge - more at find] 

'tranaport /tran'spawt, trahn-/ vf 1 to transfer or convey from one place 
to another (^mechanisms of ~ ing tons across a living membraney 2 to 
carry away with strong and often pleasurable emotion 3 to send to a penal 
colony overseas [ME transporten, fr MF or L; MF transporter, fr L 
transportare, fr trans- + portare to cany - more at 'fare] - transportable 
adj 

transport Aranspawt. ‘trahn-/ n 1 the conveying of goods or people 
from one place to another 2 strong and often pleasurable emotion - often 
pi with sing, meaning <«s of Joyy 3a a ship or aircraft for carrying 
soldiers or military equipment b a lorry, aeroplane, etc used to transport 
people or goods 4 a mechanism for moving a tape, esp a magnetic tape, 
or disk past a sensing or recording head 

transportation /,tran8pawtaysh(3)n, trahn-/ n 1 the act of transport- 
ing 2 banishment to a penal colony 3 NAm means of conveyance or 
travel from one place to another ['transport -ation] 
transport caf ^ n. Bran inexpensive roadside cafeteria catering mainly 
kr kmg-distance lorry drivers 


transporter /tran'spawta, trahn-/ n a vehicle for transporting large or 
heavy loads <a tank ^y(a car -^y ['transport + '-er] 
transport manager n a supervisor of the transport of a commercial 
or industnal organization 

'tranepoee /tran'spohz, trahn-/ vt 1 to transfer from one place or period 
to another 2 to change the relative position of. alter the sequence of 
letters to change the spellingy 3 to wnte or perform (music) in a different 
key 4 to bnng (a term) from one side of an algebraic equation to the other 
with change of sign ^ vi to transpose music [ME transposen, fr MF 
transposer, fr L transponere (perf indic transposui) to change the position 
of, fr trans- ^ ponere to put, place - more at position] - transposable 
adj 

^transpose /'transpohz, 'trahn-/ n a matrix formed by interchanging the 
rows of a given matrix with its corresponding columns 
transposition /,tranzp3'zish(3)n, .trahnz-/ n 1 transposing or being 
transposed 2a the transfer of a term of an equation from one side to the 
other with a change of sign b a mathematical permutation that is the 
interchange of 2 elements [ML transposition-, transposith, fr L trans- 
positus, pp of transponere] - transpositional adj 
transsexual /tranz'seksyoo(a)l, -sh(3)l. trahnz-/ n shy physically of one 
sex with an urge to belong to or resemble the opposite sex - transsexual 
adj, transsexualism n 

transship, tranship /tranz'ship, trahnz-/ vb to transfer from one ship or 
conveyance to another for further transportation - transshipment n 
transubstantiate /.tranzsab'stanshiayt. .trahnz-, -'stahn-/ vb to 
change into another substance [ML transubstantiatus, pp of transubstan- 
tiare, fr L trans- + substantia substance] 

.transub.stanti'ation /-shi'aysh(3)n/ n the miraculous change by 
which, according to Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox dogma, bread 
and wine used at communion become the body and blood of Christ when 
they are consecrated, although their appearance remains unchanged 
[transubstantiate + -ion] 

transude /tran'syoohd. trahn-/ vi to pass through a membrane or 
permeable substance ^vr to permit passage of [NL transudarc, fr L 
trans- > sudare to sweat ~ more at sweai] - transudation 
/-'daysh(a)n/ n 

transuranic /.tranzyoo'ramk/ n or adj (an element) having an atomic 
number greater than that of uranium ^ 

'transversal /iranz'vuhsl, trahnz-/ adj transverse < - hnesy 
’transversal n a line that intersects a system of lines 
• transverse /tr^'vuhs, trahnz-, '-/ adj lying or being across, set or 
made crosswise car [L transversus, fr pp of transvertere to turn 
across, fr trans- ^ vertere to turn - more at 'worth] - transversely 
adv 

transverse wave n a wave (e g a wave on a stnng or an electromag- 
netic wave in free space) in which the displacements of the medium or the 
vectors (e g of the electnc and magnetic fields) describing (he wave are 
perpendicular to the direction of propagation of the wave ~ compare 
longitudinal wave 

transvestism /tranz'vestiz(3)m, trahnz-/ n the adoption of the dress 
and often the behaviour of the opposite sex [G transvestismus, fr L trans- 
+ vestire to clothe - more at 'vest] - trunsveftite /-'vestia/ adj or n 
'trap /trap/ n 1 a device for taking animals; esp one that holds by 
springing shut suddenly 2a sthg designed to catch sby unawares; also 
PITFALL 1 b a situation from which it is impossible to escape (caught in 
a poverty — ); also a plan to trick a person into such a situation (police 
laid a for the criminaly 3a a trapdoor b a device from which a 
greyhound is released at the start of a race 4a a device for hurling clay 
pigeons into the air b bunker 2b 5 a light Ssu 1 -horse carriage with 
spnngs 6 any of various devices for preventing ^ssage of sthg often while 
allowing other matter to proceed; esp a deidce for drains or sewers 
* consisting of a bend or partitioned chamber in' which the liquid forms a 
seal to prevent the passage of sewer gas 1 pi a group of percussion 
instruments used esp in a dance or jazz band t the mouth - slang [ME. 
fr OE treppe & OF trape (of Grac origin); akiit to MD trappe trap, stair, 
OE treppan to tread, Skt dravati he runs] 

’trap vb -pp- vf 1 to catch or take (as iO m a trap 2 to provide or set (a 
place) with traps 3 to stop, retain (these mountains the rainy 4 to stop 
and control (the ball) with the foot in soccer ^ vi to engage in trapping 
animals - trapper n 

Hrap, 'trapjxiclt n any of various dark-coloured fine-grained igneous rocks 
(e g basalt) used esp in road making [Sw trapp, fr trappa stair, fr MLO 
trappe, akin to MD trappe stair] 

.trap'door /-'daw/ n a lifting or sliding door covering an opening in a 
floOT, ceiling, etc 
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trap-door spider n any of vanous often large burrowing spiders that 
construct a nest lopped with a hinged lid 

trapeze /tn'pee/V n a gymnastic or acrobatic apparatus consisting of a 
short horizontal bar suspended by 2 parallel ropes [F trapeze, fr NL 
trapezium] 

trapezium /tra'pee/i am/ n, pi trapezii^s, trapezia /-zi a/ Br a quad- 
rilateral having only 2 sides parallel matulmafics [NL. fr Gk 
trapezion, lit , small table, dim of trapeza table, fr tra- four (akin to 
tettares four) i pe/a foot, akin to Gk pcxi-. pous foot ~ more at foi'r 

KK)l] 

trapezoid /'trapi.zoyd. tra'pee/oyd/ n, chicHy NAm a trapezium [NL 
trape/oides, fr Gk trapezoeidcs trapezium-shaped, fr trapeza] - trap- 
ezoidal /-'zoydl/ adj 

trappings Arapingz/ n pi outward decoration or dress, also outward 
signs and acccssones < all the — of power with none of the substance ) 
[ME, fr gerund of trappen to clothe, adorn, fr trappe cloth, trap] 
Trappist /'trapist/ n a member of a reformed branch of the Roman 
Catholic Cistercian Order established in 1664 at the monastery of La 
Trappe m Normandy and noted for its vow of silence |F trappiste, fr La 
frappe] Trappist adj 

trapshooting /'trap.shoohtmg/ n shooting at clay pigeons sprung into 
the air from a trap so as to simulate the angles of flight of birds - 

trapshooter n 

trash /trash/ n 1 sthg of little or no value eg a junk, rubbish b(l) empty 
talk (2) inferior literary or artistic work 2 sthg in a crumbled or broken 
condition or mass 3 a worthless pcrstin, also, sing or pi in constr such 
people as a group infml [of Scand origin, akin to Norw trask trash, akin 
to OL teran to tear] 

‘trash .can n. Jastbin 

trashy /'trashi/ adj of inferior quality or worth (a ^ novel/ [irasii . 

- trashiness n 

trass /tras/ n a light-coloured lufl rock sometimes ground for use in a 
hydraulic cement [D, fr F ternsse pile of earth, terrace, fr MF - more 
at riRRAo] 

trattoria /.trata'ree a/ n, pi trattorias, trattorie /-'rec.ay/ an Italian 
rc‘stauran( [It, fr trattore innkeeptT, restaurateur, fr F iraiteur, fr trader 
to treat, fr OF traitier - more at iRi at] 
trauma /'trawm^/ n, pi traumata /-mats/, traumas la an injury (e g a 
wound) to living tissue caused by an outside agent b a disordered mental 
or behavioural stale resulting from mental or emotional stress or shock 
2 an agent, force, or mechanism that causes trauma [Gk traumat-, trauma 
wound] traumatic /-'matik/ adj 

traumatism /'irawm3,li/(a)m/ n (the development or occurrence of) 
trauma 

'travail /'travayl, tra'vayl/ n 1 physical or mental exertion, esp of a 
painful or laborious nature 2 archaic labour pains [ME, fr OF, fr 
travaillter to torture, travail, fr (assumed) VL trtpaliare to torture, fr 
tnpalium instrument of torture, fr L tnpalis having three stakes, fr In- < 
palus stake more at 'pot i ] 

travail vi l to labour hard - fml 2 archaic to suffer labour pains [ME 
travailed, fr OF travaillier] 

'travel Aravl/ vb -II- {NAm -1-, -ll-). /travl ing/ vi la to go (as iQ on 
a tour b to go as if by travelling imy mind ~ led back to our last meeting} 
c to go from place to place as a sales representative < - s m cosmetics^^ 
2a to move or be transmitted from one place to another <H'/ne ^ s badly > 
b esp of machinery to move along a specified direction or path ithe stylus 
in a groove} c to move at high speed - infml <a car that can really 
^ ^ vf la to journey through or over < ^ the world} b to follow (a 

course or path) as if by travelling 2 to traverse (a specified distance) 3 
to cover (a place or region) as a sales representative [ME travailed to 
travail, journey, fr OF travaillier to travail] - travel light to travel with 
a minimum of equipment or baggage 
’travel n 1 a journey, esp to a distant or unfamiliar place - often pi <sef 
off on her ^ s> 2a movement, progression </Ae ~ of satellites round the 
earth} b the motion of a piece of machinery 

'travel .agent n sby engaged in selling and arranging personal transport, 
tours, or tnps for travellers - travel agency n 
'travelled, NAm chiefly traveled 1 cxpencnced in travel <a widely 
~ journalist} 2 used by travellers <a ve/Z-travclIcd route} 
traveller, NAm chiefly traveler Aravb, 'travl a/ n 1 salks rehresen- 
TATivE 2 any of vanous devices for handling sthg that is being moved 
laterally 3 dial Br a gipsy ('travel + '-erJ 
'traveller's ,cheque, NAm traveler's check n a cheque that is pur- 
cha.sed from a bank or express company and that may be exchanged 
abroad for foreign currency 


traveller's joy n a wild clematis of Europe and N Afnca 
travelling, NAm chiefly traveling /'travl ing/ adj carried, used by, or 
accompanying a traveller <a ^ alarm clock} (a companion} [fr 
gerund of 'travel] 

‘travelling ,bag n a small bag earned by hand and designed to hold a 
traveller's clothing and personal articles 

travelling fellowship n a fellowship enabling the holder to travel for 
study or research 

travelling salesman n sales arpRESHNiArivE 
travelogue, NAm also travelog /'trava.log/ n la film or illustrated talk 
or lecture on some usu exotic or remote place 2 a narrated ddtumentary 
film about travel [travel * -logue] 

'traverse /'travuhs, -'-/ n 1 sthg that crosses or lies across 2 a transverse 
gallery in a large building (e g a church) 3 a route or way across or over 
e g a a curving or zigz^ag way up a steep slope b the course followed in 
traversing 4 (a) traversing 5a a lateral movement (e g of the saddle of a 
lathe carnage) b the lateral movement of a gun to change direction of fire 
6 a survey consisting of a senes of measured lines whose beanngs are 
known [ME travers, fr MF traverse, fr traverser to cross, fr LL transver- 
sare, fr L transversus, pp of transvertere - more at rRANSvERSt] 
’traverse /tra’vuhs, 'travuhs/ vt 1 to pass or travel across, over, or 
through a terrain} ([light rays traversing a crystal} 2 to lie or extend 
acioss (the bndge ^ s a brook} 3a to move to and fro over or along b 
to ascend, descend, or cross (a slope or gap) at an angle c to move (a gun) 
to nght or left ~ V/ 1 to move back and forth or from side to side 2 to 
climb or ski across rather than straight up or down a hill - traversable 
/■'vuhsabl/ adj, traversal n, traverser n 
’traverse /'travuhs, -‘-/ adj lying across 

travertine /'travatin/ n a mineral consisting of a calcium carbonate [F 
travertin, deriv of L Tiburtinus of Tibur, fr Tibur, region of ancient 
Italy] 

'travesty /'travasii/ n 1 a crude or grotesque literary or artistic parody 
2 a debased, distorted, or grossly infenor imitation (a ^ of justice} [obs 
travesty (disguised, parodied), fr F travesti, pp of travestir to disguise, fr 
ll travestire, fr tra- across (fr L trans-) • vestire to dress, fr L - more at 
■vt.si] 

’travesty vt to make a travesty of 

travels /tra'voy/ n, pi travois /-’voyz/ also travoises a vehicle used by 
N ,\mencan Plains Indians consisting of 2 trailing poles serving as shafts 
for a dog or horse and beanng a platform or net for the load (CanF 
travois, alter of F travail, denv of (assumed) VL tnpalium instrument of 
torture - more at 'travaii ] 

'trawl /trawl' vb to fish (for or in) with a trawl [prob fr obs D 
tragelen] 

’trawl n 1 a targe conical net dragged along the sea bottom to catch fish 
1 NAm a set line 

trawlei /'irawb/ n a boat used in trawling ['frawl » '-er] 
trawler man /'trawbman/ n a fisherman who uses a trawl or mans a 
trawler 

tray /tray/ n an open receptacle with a flat bottom and a low nm for 
holding, carrying, or exhibiting articles [ME, fr OE trig, treg, akin to OE 
treow tree more at irfl] - trayfol n 

treacherous /’trcch(3)r3s/ adj 1 characterized by treachery, perfidious 
2a of uncertain reliability b providing insecure footing or support <a ^ 
surface of black ice} c marked by hidden dangers or hazards ([the 
waters round the coast} - treacherously adv, treacberousness n 
treachery /'trech(a)n/ n (an act oO violation of allegiance, (a) betrayal 
of trust [ME trechene, fr OF, fr trechier to deceive] 
treacle /'treekl/ n, chiefly Br \ any of the edible grades of molasses that 
are obtained m the early stages of sugar refining 2 ckiloen syrup [ME 
tnacle medicinal compound used as antidote to poison, fr MF, fr L 
thenaca, fr Gk thenake antidote against a poisonous bite, fr fern of 
thenakos of a wild animal, fr thenon wild animal, dim of rAer wild animal 
- more at fierce] 

'tread /tred/ vb trod /trod/ also treaded; trodden /'trod(9)n/, trod vt la 
to step or walk on or over b to walk along 2a to beat or press with the 
feet b to subdue or repress as if by trampling 3 of a male bird to copulate 
with 4a to form by treading a path} b to execute by stepping or 
dancing a measure} ^ vr 1 to move on foot 2a to set foot b to put 
one’s foot <trod on a stone} [ME treden. fr OE tredan, akin to OHG 
tretan to tread] - treader n - tread on aomeone's toes/coms to give offence 
or hurt sby’s feelings, esp by encroaching on his/her nghts - tread water 
to keep the body nearly upright in the water and the head above water 
by a treading motion of the feet, usu aided by the hands 
’tread n 1 an imprint made (as iO by treading 2a the action or an act of 
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treading b the sound or manner of treading ithc heavy ^ of feef} 3a the 
part of a wheel or tyre that makes contact with a road or rail b the pattern 
of ridges or grooves made or cut in the face of a car 4 (the 

width oO the upper honzontal part of a step architeciure - 
treadlest adj 

treadle Aredl/ n a lever pressed by the foot to drive a machine (e g a 
sewing machine) [ME tredel step of a stair, fr OE, fr tredan] 

^treadle VI to operate a treadle 

treadmill /'tred.mil/ /i la a mill used formerly in prison punishment that 
was worked by people treading on steps inside a wide wheel with a 
honzontal axis b a mill worked by an animal treading an endless belt 2 
a weansome or monotonous routine 

treason /'ireez(a)n/ n 1 the betrayal of a trust 2 the offence of violating 
the duty of allegiance owed to one's crown or government [ME rresoun, 
fr OF tratson, fr ML tradition-, traditio, fr L, act of handing over, fr 
traditus, pp of traders to hand over, betray - more at i rah or] - 
treasonous adj 

treasonable /'treez(9)nabl/ adj of or being treason - treasonably 
adv 

'treasure /trezha/ n 1 wealth, esp in a form which can be accumulated 
or hoarded (tuned 2 sthg of great worth or value, also sby highly 
valued or pnzed [ME tresor, fr OF, fr L thesaurus, fr Gk thesaurus] 
^treasure vt to hold or preserve as precious < ^ d those memonesy 
‘treasure .hunt n a game in which each player or team tries to be first 
to find whatever has been hidden 

treasurer Arezh(3)rd/ n the financial officer of an organization (e g a 
soaety) - treasurership n 

'treasure .trove /trohv/ n treasure that anyone finds, specif gold or 
silver money, plate, or bullion which is found hidden and whose owner- 
ship 1 $ not known [AF tresor trove, lit . found treasure] 
treasury /'tre7h(a)n/ n la a place in which stores of wealth are kept b 
the place where esp public funds that have been collected are deposited 
and disbursed 2 ofien cap (the building which houses) a government 
department in charge of finances, esp the collection, management, and 
expenc'iiure of public revenues 3 a source or collection of treasures (a 
of poemsy 

'treasury .bill n a bill issued by the treasury in return for money lent to 
the government 

'treat /treet/ vi 1 to discuss terms of accommodation or settlement 2 to 
deal with a matter, esp in wnting - usu + of, fml (a book --ing of 
conservationy ^vt 1 to deal with (food is plenliful and ^ed with 
imagination ~ Cecil Beaton) 2a to behave oneself towards (-^ a horse 
cniellyy b to regard and deal with in a specified manner - usu f as <'>' ed 
It as a senous mattery 3a to provide with free food, dnnk, or entertain- 
ment - usu + to b to provide with enjoyment - usu t to 4 to care for 
or deal with medically or surgically (^ a diseasey 5 to act on with some 
agent, esp so as to improve or alter 6 to deal with in speech or wnting 
- fml [ME treten, fr OF traitier, fr L tractare to handle, deal with, fr 
tractus, pp of trahere to draw - more at draw] > treatable adj, 
treater n 

’treat a 1 an entertainment given free of charge to those invited 2 a source 
of pleasure or amusement, esp an unexpected one (the cold beer on a hot 
day was a > a treat very well or successfully (the speech went down 
a treat) - infml 

treatise /'treetiz/ n a formal wntten exposition on a subject (a ^ on 
higher educationy [ME tretis, fr AF tretiz, fr OF traitier to treat] 
treatment /'treetmant/ n la treating sby or sthg b the actions, ^us- 
tomanly applied in a particular situation (the author got the standard ^ 
of cocktail parties and interviewsy 2 a substance or technique used in 
treating 

treaty /'treeti/ n 1 the action of treating, esp of negotiatmg - chiefly in 
in treaty 2 (a document setting down) an agreement or contract made by 
negotiation (e g between states) [ME tretee, fr MF trait6, fr ML tractatus, 
fr L. handling, treatment, fr tractatus, pp of tractare to treat] 
treaty port n any of numerous ports and inland cities m China, Japan, 
and Korea formerly open by treaty to foreign commerce 
'treble /*trebl/ n la the highest voice part in harmonic music; also sby, 
esp a boy, who performs this part b a member of a family of instruments 
having the highest range c a high-pitched voice or sound d the upper half 
of the whole vocal or instrumental tonal range e the higher part of the 
audio frequency range considered esp in relation to its electronic repro- 
duction 2 sthg treble in construction, uses, amount, number, or value: e g 
a a type of bet in which the wmnings and stake from a previous race are 
bet on the next of 3 races b (a throw landing on) the middle narrow ring 


on a dart board counting treble the stated score [ME, perh fr MF, tno, 
fr treble, adj] 

’treble adj la having 3 parts or uses b trielf 2 2a relating to or having 
the range or part of a treble b high-pitched, shnil [ME, fr MF. fr L tnplus 
- more at ^fripi e] - trebly /’trebli/ adv 
Hreble vb to increase to 3 times the size, amount, or number 
treble chance n a method of competing in football pools m which the 
chances of winning are based on the numbers of home wins, away wins, 
and draws 

treble clef n a def that places the note G above middle C on the second 
line of the staff music [fr its use for the notation of treble parts] 
trebuchet /'trcbyooshcl/ n a medieval military engine for hurling 
missiles with great force [ME trcbochet, fr MF trebuchet] 
trecento /tray'chentoh/ n, pi trecentos the 14th century, esp in Italian 
art [It. lit , three hundred, fr I tres three ♦ centum hundred - more at 
THREF. hundred] 

'tree /tree/ n la a tall woody perennial plant having a single usu long and 
erect main stem, generally with few or no branches on its lower part b 
a shrub or herbaceous plant having the form of a tree (rose ^s)<a 
banana ^ ) 2 a device for inserting in a btxit or shoe to preserve its shape 
when not being worn 3a a diagram or graph that branches, usu from a 
single stem (genealogical '- ) b a much-branched system of channels, esp 
in an animal or plant body (the vascular ^ ) 4 aichaic a the cross on 
which Jesus was crucified b the gallows [ME, fr OE treow, akin to ON 
tre tree, Gk drys, Skt daru wood] - treeless adj, treelike adj 
’tree vt to drive to or up a tree < d by a bully 
'tree, creeper /-.kreepa/ n any of several small birds that have slender 
curved beaks and arc usu seen climbing up tree trunks 
tree fern n a treelike fern with a woody stem 
tree frog n any of numerous tailless amphibians that frequent trees 
tree line n the upper limit of tree growth m mountains or high lati- 
tudes 

treenail also trenail Arcc.nayl, 'treni/ n a hard wooden peg that swells 
in Its hole when moistened 

tree of heaven n a tropical Asian tree that is widely grown for shade 
and ornament 

’tree shrew n any of a family of tree-dwelling insect-eating mammals 
sometimes classified as true msectivores and'^ometimes as pnmitivc 
ancestors of the primates 

tree sparrow n a Eurasian sparrow that has a black spot behind the 
eye 

tree surgeon n a specialist in treating diseased trees, esp for control of 
da'ay - tree surgery n 
tree toad n tree i kdu 

'tree, top /-.top/ n 1 the topmost part of a tree 2 pi the height or line 
marked by the tops of a group of trees 
trefoil /'trcfoyl, 'tree-/ n la (a) clover, broadly any of several leguminous 
plants having leaves of 3 leaflets b a leaf consisting of 3 leaflets 2 a 
stylized figure or ornament m the form of a 3-lobcd leaf or flower 
architex-TURC [ME, fr MF trefeuil, fr L tn folium, fr tn- + folium 
leaf] 

trehala /tn'hahb/ n a sweet edible subsUnce constituting the cocoon of 
an Asiatic beetle [prob fr F trehala, fr Turk tigala, fr Per tighal] 
trek /trek/ vi or n -kk- (to make) 1 a journey, esp an arduous one 2 
chiefly SAfr a journey by ox wagon [n Afnk, fr MD treck pull, haul, fr 
trecken to pull, haul, migrate, akin to OHG trechan to pull, vb fr n] 
'trellis /'trclis/ n a frame of latticework used as a screen or as a support 
for climbing plants [ME trelis, fr MF treliz fabnc of coarse weave, trellis, 
fr (assumed) VL tnlicius woven with tnple thread, fr L tn- licium 
thread] - trellifed adj 

'trellis vt to provide with a trellis; esp to train (e g a vine) on a trellis 
'trellis,work /-.wuhk/ n latticework 

trematode /’trema.tohd, 'tree-/ n any of a class of parasitic ilatworms 
including the flukes [denv of Gk trematddes pierced with holes, fr 
tremat; trema hole, fr tetramein to bore - more at throw] - trematode 
adj 

'tremble /'trembl/ vi trembling /'trembling/ 1 to shake involuntarily (e g 
with fear or cold) 2 to be affected (as iQ by a quivenng motion (the 
building d from the blasty (his voice d with emotiony 3 to be affected 
with fear or apprehension [ME tremblen, fr MF trembler, fr ML 
tremulare, fr L tremulus tremulous, fr tremere to tremble; akin to Gk 
tremein to tremble] - trembler n 

’tremble n la a fit or spell of involuntary shaking or quivering b a tremor 
or series of tremors 2 pi but sing in constr a severe disorder of livestock, 
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esp cattle, characterized by muscular tremors, weakness, and constipation 
- trembly adj 

tremendous /tra'mendas/ adj 1 such as to arouse awe or fear 2 or 
extraordinary size, degree, or excellence [L tremendm, fr gerundive of 
tremere\ ~ tremendously adv, tremendousness n 
tremolite /'irema.liet/ n a white or grey mineral consisting of a calcium 
magnesium silicate in the form of long slender crystals (F tremolite, fr 
Tremola, valley in Switzerland] - tremolitic /-'Iitik/ adj 
tremolo /'tremaloh/ n. pi tremolos la the rapid reiteration of a musical 
note or of alternating notes to produce a tremulous effect b a perceptible 
rapid variation of pitch in the (singing) voice, vibrato 2 a mechanical 
device in an organ for causing a tremulous effect [It, fr tremolo tremu- 
lous, fr L tremulus] 

tremor /’trem?/ /; 1 a trembling or shaking, usu from physical weakness, 
emotional stress, or disease 2 a (slight) quivering or vibratory motion, esp 
of the earth 3 a thrill, quiver (.experienced a wdden ^ of fear} [ME 
tremour, fr MF, fr L tremor, fr tremere] 
tremulant /'tremymihnt/ n a device to impart a vibration giving a sound 
a tremulous effex’t [G, fr It tremolante, fr tremolante tremulous, fr ML 
tremulant-, tremulant, prp o( tremu/are to tremble] 
tremulous /'tremyoolas/ adf 1 characterized by or affected with trem- 
bling or tremors 2 uncertain, wavenng [L tremulus] - tremulously adv, 
trcmulousncss n 

trenail /'tree.nayl, 'irenl/ n a treenail 

’trench /trench/ n 1 a deep narrow excavation (e g for the laying of 
underground pips's), esp one used for military defence 2 a long narrow 
usu steep-sided depression in the ocean floor [ME trenchc track cut 
through a wcxmI, fr MF. act of cutting, fi trenchier to cut] 

'trench vh to dig a uen-.h 'in) - trencher n 

trenchant /'trenchpnl/ adj I keen, sharp 2 vigorously effective and 
articulate 3a incisive, penetrating b clcar-cul, distinct [ME, fr MF, prp 
of trenchier] - trenchancy n, trenchantly adv 

'trench .coat n 1 a watcrprcKif overcoat with a removable lining, 
designed for wear in trenches 2 a tloiible-breasted raincoat with deep 
p(x:kets, a belt, and epaulettes 

trencher /'trencha/ n a wtXKlen platter for serving food [ME. fr MF 
trencheou, fr trenchier to cut] 
trencherman /'trench.sman/ n a hearty eater 
trench fever n a disease marked by fever and pain in muscles, bone's, 
and joints and transmitted by the b<xJy louse [fr its prevalence among 
soldiers serving m the trenches during WW 1] 
trench warfare n warfare conducted from a relatively permanent 
system of trenches 

’trend /trend/ vi 1 to show a general tendency to move or extend in a 
specified direction 2 to deviate, shift \opinions ~ing towards conserva- 
tism) [ME trenden to turn, revolve, fr OE trendan, akin to MHG trendel 
disc, spinning top, (^E teran to tear - more at 'ILar] 

'trend n 1 a line of general direction 2a a prevailing tendency or 
inclination b a general movement, esp in taste vir fashion 
'trend.setter /-.seta/ n sby who starts new trends, esp in fashion 
trendsetting n or adj 

’trendy /'trcndi/ adj. chiefly Br very fashionable, also characterized by 
uncritical adherence to the latest fashions or progressive ideas 
- infml 

'trendy n, chiefly Br sby trendy - chiefly derog ^educational trendies'^ 
’trepan /tri'pan/ n 1 a primitive trephine 2 a heavy lixil used in bonng 
mine shafts [ME trepane, fr ML trepanum, fr Gk trypanon auger, fr 
trypan to bore, fr trypa hole, akin to Gk tctrainein to pierce - more at 
throw] 

'trepan vt -nn- to use a trephine on (the skull) 
trepang /tn'pang/ n any of several large sea cucumbers that arc used, 
esp in Chinese cookery, for making soup [Malay tenpang] 
trephine /tn'feen/ w or n (to operate on with, or extract by means oO 
a surgical instrument for cutting out circular sections, esp of bone or the 
cornea of the eye [n F trephine, fr obs E t refine, trafine, fr L tres fines 
three ends, fr tres three f fines, pi of finis end, vb fr n] 
trepidation /,trepi'daysh(3)n/ n nervous agnation or apprehension [L 
trepidation-, trepidatio, fr trepidatm, pp of trepidarc to tremble, fr 
trepidus agitated; akin to OE Ihrafian to urge, push, Gk trapein to press 
grapes] 

treponema /.treps'neema/ n, pi treponemata /-mata/, treponemas any 
of a genus of spirochaetal bactena that grow in human beings or other 
warm-blooded animals and include organisms causing syphilis and yaws 
[NL Treponemal-, Treponema, genus name, denv of Gk trepein to turn 


‘ nema thread, fr nen to spin - more at rRopr, niidi f] - treponemal, 
treponematous adj 

’trespass /'trespas/ n la a violation of moral or social ethics, esp a sin 
b an unwarranted infnngcment 2 any unlawful act that causes harm to 
the person, properly, or rights of another, esp wrongful entry on another’s 
land [ME trespas. fr OF, crossing, trespass, fr trespasser to go across] 
'trespass vi la to err, sin b to make an unwarranted or uninvited 
intrusion on 2 to commit a trespass, esp to enter shy’s property unlawfully 
[ME trespassen, fr MF trespasser, fr OF, lit , to go across, fr tres across 
(fr L trans) f passer to pass - more at ihrolk^h, ’pass] - tres- 
passer n 

tress /tres/ n 1 a plait of hair 2 a long l(K'k of hair - usu pi [ME tresse, 
fr OF trece] 

tressed /tresi/ adj having tresscs - usu in combination 
<^o/de/i- tressed) 

trestle /'tresi/ n 1 a (braced) frame serving as a support (e g for a table 
top) 2 a braced framework of timbers, piles, or girders for carrying a road 
or railway over a depression [ME trestcl, fr MF, modif of (assumed) VL 
transtellum, fr L transtillum. dim of iranstrum transverse beam, transom 
more at iransom] 

trestle table n a table consisting of a board or boards supported on 
trestles 

'trestle, tree /-.tree/ n cither of a pair of timber crosspieces fixed fore and 
alt on the masthead to support the crosstrees and topmast - / ship 
trevally /ti.Vvali/ n any of several marine spiny-finned Australian food 
fishes [origin unknown] 

trews /troohz/ n pi in constr, pi trews trousers, specif tartan trousers 
[ScGael triubhas] 

trey /tray/ n 1 the side of a dice or domino that has ^ spots 2 a playing 
card numbered 3 [ME treye, treis, fr MF treie. treis, fr L tres three] 
tri- /trie-/ comb form I three '\T\parlitc^, having 3 elements or parts 
(ir\graph> 2 into 3 3a thrice (tnn'eekl}/ b every third 

(irmionthh) [ME, tr L (fr tn-, ties) & Gk (fr tn-. treis) - more at 
iHRi,r] 

triable /'tneabl/ adj liable or subicci to trial 

triad /'trie, ad/ n 1 a union or group of 3 (closely) related or associated 
persons, beings, or things 2 a chord of 3 notes consisting of a root with 
Its third and fifth and constituting the harmonic basis of tonal music 3 
often cap any of various Chinese secret societies, esp engaging in drug 
trafficking [L triad-, trias, fr Gk, fr treis three] - triadic /-'adik/ adj 
triage /tree’ah/h, '-,-/ n the sorting and treatment of patients or victims 
according to urgency [F, sorting, sifting, fr tner to sort, fr OF ^ more at 

IRV I 

’trial /tne-.iL n la trying or testing b a preliminary contest or match (e g 
to evaluate players’ skills) 2 the formal examination and determination 
l^’ a competent inbunal of the matter at issue in a civil or criminal cause 
f 1 \w 3 a test of faith, patience, or stamina by suflenng or tempta- 
tion, broadly a source of vexation or annoyance 4 an expenment to test 
quality, value, or usefulness 5 an attempt, effort 6 b a competition of 
vehicle-handling skills, usu over rough ground b a competition in which 
a working animal’s skills arc tcMed sheepdog - ) [AF. fr tner to 

tr>] 

'trial adj 1 of a trial 2 made or done as, or used or tned out in, a test or 
experiment 

.trial and 'error n a process of trying out many mcthixis and discarding 
the least successful 

trial court n the court before which issues of fact and law are first 
determined, as distinguished from a court of appeal 
trialist /'tne-plist/ n one who takes part in a sports trial (e g in motorcyc- 
ling or cncket) 

trial run n an exercise to test the performance of sihg (e g a vehicle or 

vessel), a/so FXPT RIMINI I 

triangle Ane,ung gl/ n 1 a polygon of 3 sides and 3 angles 
MAiHFMATirs 2 a percussion instrument consisting of a steel rod bent 
into the form of a triangle open at 1 angle and sounded by stnking with 
a small metal rod 3 triad 1 - compare ftcrnai triangi f 4 NAm set 
SQDAKL [ME, fr L inangulum, fr neut of tnangulus tnangular, fr tn- + 
anguliis angle] 

triangular /tne'ang gyoob/ adj la (having the form) of a tnangle <a ^ 
plot of land) b having a tnangular base or pnncipal surface <a ^ 
table)<.J — pyramid) 2 between or involving 3 elements, things, or 
people <a ^ love affair) [LL tnangulans, fr L tnangulum] - triangularly 
adv, triangularity /-.ang-gyoo'larati/ n 

triangulate /tne'ang gyoolayt/ vt la to divide into tnanglcs b to give 
tnangular form to 2 to survey, map, or determine by Inangulation 
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triangulation /,trie^ng-gyoo'laysh(3)n/ n the measurement of the 
angles and 1 side of a triangle to find an unknown position, distance, etc; 
esp the determination of the network of tnangles into which any part of 
the earth’s surface is divided in surveying, using this operation 
Triaaaic /tne'agil^ mJJ or n (of or being) the earliest penod of the 
Mesozoic era evolution [adj ISV, fr L trias triad; fr the three 
subdivisions of the European Triassic, n fr adj] 
triatomic /.trie-a’tomik/ adj 1 having 3 atoms in the molecule (^ozonc 
is ^ oxygen) 2 having 3 replaceable atoms or radicals [ISV] 
triaxial /tne'ak8i*al/ adj havuig or involving 3 axes [ISV] - triaaiality 
/'^ksi'alati/ n 

tribal /'triebl/ adj (characteristic) of a tnbe - tribally adv 
tribalism /'tnebljz(3)m/ n 1 tribal consciousness and loyalty 2 strong 
loyalty or attachment to a group 

tribasic /trie'baysik/ adj I of an acid having 3 replaceable hydrogen 
atoms 2 contaimng 3 atoms of a univalent metal 3 of a (salt that is a) 
chemical base havmg 3 hydroxyl groups in the molecular structure 
triba /trieb/ n sing or pi m constr la a social group comprising numerous 
families, clans, or generations together with slaves, dependants, or 
adopted strangers b any of orig 3 political divisions of the ancient Roman 
people 2 a group of people having a common character or interest 3 a 
category m the classification of living things ranking above a genus and 
below a family; also a natural group irrespective of taxonomic rank (jthe 
cat [ME, fr L tribus, a division of the Roman people, tnbe] 
tribesman /'triebzmdn/, fern tribcawoman /-.wooman/ n a member of 
a tnbe 

tribo- comb form faction (Jnboluminescence) [F, fr Gk tnbem to mb, 
akin to L terere to mb - more at throw] 

triboaltctricity /.tnebohUek'tnsati, -.eelek*/ n a charge of electncity 
generated by friction (eg by mbbing glass with silk) - trlboelectric 
Ailektrik/ adj 

tribology /trie'bolaji/ n, Br a science that deals with the design, faction, 
wear, and lubncation of interacting surfaces in relative motion (e g in 
beanngs or gears) - tribologist n, Br, tribological /-ba'Iojikl/ adj, Br 
triboluminaacanca /,tnebohloohmi'nes(a)ns/ a luminescence due to 
friction ilSV] - triboluminesccnt adj 

tribulation /tnbyoo'laysh(a)n/ n distress or suffering resulting from 
oppression [ME tnbulacion, fr OF. fr L tabulation-, tnbulatto, fr 
tribulatus, pp of tribulare to press, oppress, fr tabulum sledge used in 
threshing, fr terere to mb - more at throw] 

tribunal /trie'byoohni/ n 1 a court of justice; specif a board appointed 
to decide disputes of a specified kind <rent ^ > 2 sthg that arbitrates or 
determines (the of public opinion) [L, platform for magistrates, fr 
tribunus tribune] 

tribuna /'tabyoohn/ n 1 an official of ancient Rome with the function 
of protecting the plebeian citizens from arbitrary action by the patrician 
magistrates 2 an unofficial defender of the rights of the individual [ME, 
fr L tribunus, fr tabus tribe] - tribuneship n, tribunate /’tabyoonayt, 
tn'byoohnat/ n 

'tributary Anbyoot(a)ri/ adj 1 paying tabute to another, subject 2 paid 
or owed as tabute 3 providing with mateaal or supplies 
^tributary a tributary mler or state 2 a stream feeing a larger stream 
or a lake geography 

tributa Aribyooht/ n 1 a payment by one mler or nation to another in 
acknowledgment of submission or as the pace of protection 2a sthg (e g 
a gift or formal declaration) given or spoken as a testimonial of respect, 
gratitude, or affection b evidence of the worth or effectiveness of sthg 
specified > chiefly m a tribute to (the vote was a ^ to their good sentg) 
[ME tribut, fr L tabutum, fr neut of tabutus, pp of tribuere to allot, 
bestow, grant, pay, fr tribus tribe] 

tricarboxylic /.triejcahbok'silik/ ady contaimng 3 carboxyl groups in the 
molecule 

'trie# /tries/ vt to haul up or in and lash or secure - usu ^ up [ME trisen, 
tricen to pull, trice, fr MD trisai to hoist] 

*trlca II a brief space of time - chiefly in in a trice [ME trise, lit., pull, fr 
tnsen] 

Trical /triesel/ trademark - used for a silky crease-resistant man-made 
fibre 

tricapa Arie^eps/ n, pi triccpacs /-seez/ also trietpa a muscle with 3 
points of attachment; specif the large muscle along the back of the upper 
arm that acts to straighten the arm at the elbow [NL tricipit-, triceps, fr 
L, three-headed, fr tri- ^ aapiu, caput head - more at head] 
tricaratopa /trie'ser»,tops/ n a large plant-eating Cretaceous dinosaur 
with 3 horns, a bony crest, and hoofed toes [NL, genus name, fr tri- + 
oeraf- + Ok face * more at eye] 


-tricaa Atriseez/ pi of -TRix 

trlch-, tricho- comb form hair, filament <tacluasis> [NL, fr Gk, fr tach-, 
thrix hair; akin to Mir gairbdnuc/i bristle] 

trichiasis /takiC'Ssis/ n a growing inwards of the hair, esp the eyelashes 
[LL, fr Gk, fr tach + -lasis] 

trichina /trl'kiena/ n, pi trichinae /-ni/ also trichinae a small slender 
nematode worm that in the larval state is parasitic m the muscles of 
flesh-eating mammals (e g human beings and pigs) [NL, fr Gk tachinos 
made of hair, fr tach-, thax] - trichinal adj 
trichin-ized, -ised /'trikaniezd/ adj, esp of meat trichinous 1 
trichinosis /.triks'nohsis/ n infestation with or disease caused by ta- 
chinae and marked esp by muscular pain, fever, and oedema [NL] 
trichinous /trikinas, tri'kienas/ adj 1 infested with tnchinae meat) 

2 of or involving tachinae or tnchinosis (^ infection) [ISV] 
trichloride /.tae'klawried/ n a compound of an element or radical with 

3 atoms of chlonne [ISV] 

trichocyst /’tnka.sist/ n any of the minute hairlike stinging or lassoing 
organs of some protozoans 

trichology /ta'kolaji/ n the study and treatment of disorders of hair 
growth, specif baldness [ISV] - trichologist n 
trichome Ane.kohm, 'ta-/ n a filamentous outgrowth, esp an epidermal 
hair structure on a plant [G tachom, fr Gk tachoma growth of hair, fr 
tachoun to cover with hair, fr tach-, thax hair - more at trich-] - 
trichomic A'kohmik/ adj 

trichomonad /.taka'mohnad/ n any of a genus of protozoans parasitic 
chiefly in the reproductive and uanary tracts of many animals including 
human beings [NL Tachomonad-, Tachomonas, genus name, fr tach- 
+ LL monad-, monas monad] - trichomonad, trichomonadal 
/-'mohnadl/, tricbomonal adj 

trichomoniasis /.tnkama'nieosis/ n, pi trichomoniases /-seez/ infec- 
tion with or disease caused by tnchomonads (e g a human vaginitis or 
urethritis or a bovine venereal disease) [NL, fr Tachomonas •« 
trichoptaran /tn'koptaran/ n any of an order of insects consisting of the 
caddis flies [deav of Gk tach-, thax hair ptcron wing - more at 
feather] - trichopteran adj 

trichotomy An'kotami/ n division into 3 pans, elements, or classes 
[prob fr (assumed) NL tachotomia, fr LGk tachotomein to tnsect. fr Gk 
tacha threefold ^ temnein to cut] - trichotomods /-mas/ adj 
trichromatic /.taekroh'matik/ adj 1 (consisting) of 3 colours 2a of or 
bang the theory that human colour vision involves 3 types of retinal 
sensory receptors b characterized by tachromatism vision) 
trichromatism /,tae'krohm3,tiz(a)m/ n vision in which all the funda- 
mental colours are perceived, though not necessaaly with equal 
facility 

'trick /trik/ n la a crafty practice or stratagem meant to deceive or 
defraud b a mischievous act (played a harmless ^ on me) c a deceptive, 
dexterous, or ingenious feat designed to puzzle or amuse (a conjurer's 
'^s> 2a a habitual peculiaaty of behaviour or manner (had a of 
stammeang slightly) b a deceptive appearance, esp when caused by art 
or sleight of hand (a mere ^ of the light) 3a a quick or effective way 
of getting a result b a technical device or contavance (e g of an ari or 
craft) <-^s of the trade) 4 the cards played in 1 round of a card game, 
often used as a scoang unit 5 a turn of duty at the helm [ME trik, fr ONF 
taque, fr takier to deceive, cheat] 

Hrick adj 1 of or involving tricks or tackery (a ^ question) 2 skilled in 
or used for tacks <a -- horse) 

*trick vt 1 to deceive by cunning or artifice - often + into, out of 2 to 
dress or embellish showily - usu + our or qp <-'ed out in a gaudy 
uniform) 

trickery /’takan/ n the use of crafty underhand ingenuity to deceive 
'trickle Arikl/ vi trickling Aakling. 'takl-ing/ 1 to flow in drops or a 
thin slow stream 2a to move or go gradually or one by one (the audience 
<-d out of the half) b to dissipate slowly (tune ^s away) [ME 
triklen] 

’trickle n a thin slow stream or movement 

trickster /'taksta/ n one who tacks: e g a a person who defrauds others 
by trickery b a person (e g a stage magician) skilled in the performance 
of tricks 

tricksy /'triksi/ adj 1 full of tricks 2 difficult to follow or make out; also 
excessively elaborate USE infml - trickalnesa n 
tricky /inki/ adj 1 inclined to or marked by trickery 2 containing 
conc^ed difficulties or hazards (a ^ path through the swamp) 3 
requiring skill, adroitness, or caution (eg in doing or handling) ('-> 
gadgets) - trickily adv, trickiness n 
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triclinic /tne'klinik/ adj, ap of a crystal having 3 unequal axes intersect- 
ing at oblique angles [ISV] 

triclinium /trie'klmi am/ n, pi triclinia /-ni a/ (a room furnished with) 
a couch used by ancient Romans for reclining at meals, extending round 
3 sides of a table, and usu divided into 3 parts [L, fr Gk tnkJiwon, fr rn- 
klincin to lean, recline - more at ‘lean] 
tricolour, NAm tricolor /’tne,kub/ n a Hag of 3 colours [F tncolore, fr 
tncolore three-coloured, fr LL tricolor, fr L tn^ 4 color colour] 
‘tricolour, tricoloured, NAm tricolor, tricolored adj having or using 3 
colours 

tricorn /'tne,kawn/ adj having 3 horns or corners [L tncomis] 
tricorne, tricorn /'tne.kawn/ n cocked hat [F tneorne, fr tneorne 
three-cornered, fr L tncornis. fr tn- + cornu horn - more at horn] 
tricot /'tnkoh (Fr tnko)/ n a plain inelastic knitted fabric used esp in 
clothing (e g underwear) [F, fr tneoter to knit] 
tricuspid /tnc'kuspid/ n or adj (a tooth) having 3 cusps [adj L tncuspid-. 

tncuspis, fr tn- 4 cuspid-, cuspis point, n fr adj] 
tricuspid valve n the heart valve of 3 flaps that stops blood flowing 
back from the nght ventricle to the nght atrium 
tricycle /'tnesikl/ vi or n (to nde or drive) a 3-wheeled pedal-dnven 
vehicle [n F, fr tn- t Gk kyklos wheel - more at wheel, vb fr n] - 
tricyclist /-klist/ n 

'trident /'tned(3)nt/ n a 3-prongcd (fish) spear a serving as the attnbute 
of a sea god b used by ancient Roman gladiators [L indent-, tndens, fr 
trident-, tndens having three teeth, fr tn- + dent-, dens tooth - more at 
tooth] 

‘trident adj having 3 prongs or points [L indent-, tndens] 

Tridentine /tn'dentien/ adj of a Roman Catholic council held in Trento 
from 1545 to 156^ es/? .-promulgated by or based on the deliberations of 
this council <//ie massy [NL Tndentinus, fr L Tndentum Trento 
(Trent), town in NE Italy] 

tried /tried/ adj 1 found to be good or trustworthy through expenence 
or testing — recipe) 2 subjected to trials or severe provocation - often 
in combination <a sore/>-tned father) [ME, fr pp of tnen to try, test] 
triennial Ane'enyal. -ni al/ adj 1 consisting of or lasting for 3 years 2 
occurnng every 3 years - triennial n, tricnnialiy adv 
triennium /tne'enyam, -m am/ n. pi trienniums, triennia /-nya, -ni a/ a 
period of 3 years [L, fr tn- ♦ annus year - more at annual] 
trier /'tne a/ n 1 sby who makes an effort or perseveres 2 an implement 
(e g a tapered hollow tube) used in obtaining samples of bulk material, esp 
foodstuffs, for examination and testing ['iry -t- '-er] 
trifid /'triefid/ adj deeply and narrowly cleft into 3 teeth, parts, or points 
[L tnfidus split into three, fr tn- ■* findere to split - more at bite] 
'trifle /'tnefi/ n 1 sthg of little value or importance, esp an insignificant 
amount (c g of money) 2 chiefly Br a dessert typically consisting of 
sponge cake soaked in wine (e g sherry), spread with jam or jelly, and 
topped with custard and whipped cream [ME trufle, tnfle, fr OF trufe, 
trufle mockery] - a trifle to some small degree <a tnfle annoyed at the 
delay) 

‘trifle vb trifling /'tnefling/ vi 1 to act heedlessly or fnvolously - often 
-4 with </70f a woman tobe with) 2 to handle sthg idly ^ vt to spend 
or waste in trifling or on tnfles (tnfling his time away) [ME truflen, 
tnflen, fr OF trufer, trufler to mock, tnek] - trifler n 
trifling Ariefling/ adj lacking in significance or solid worth eg a 
frivolous b trivial, insignificant 
'trifocal /tne'fohkl/ adj having 3 focal lengths 
‘trifocal n a tnfocal glass or lens 

trifoliate /tneTohli-at, -ayt/ adj having (leaves with) 3 leaflets <a ~ leaf) 

PLANT ' 

triforium /.tne'fawn am/ n, pi triforia /-n-a/ a gallery forming an upper 
storey to the aisle of a church and typically an arcaded storey between the 
nave arches and clerestory [ML] 

triform /'trie,fawm/ adj having a tnple form or nature [L tnformis, fr 
tri- f forma form] 

trifurcate /'tnefuhkat. -kayt/ adj having 3 branches or forks [L tnfur- 
cus, fr tn- + furca fork] - triftircate /-.kayt/ vi, trifurcation 
/-'kaysh(a)n/ n 

trig /tng/ n tngonometry - mfml 

trigeminal /.tne'jeminl/ adj or n (of) the trigeminal nerve [n NL 
tngeminus, fr L, threefold, fr tri- •»- geminus twin; adj fr n] 
trigeminal nerve n either of a pair of cranial nerves that supply motor 
and sensory fibres mostly to the face 

trigeminal neuralgia n an intense neuralgia involving 1 or more 
branches of the tngeminal nerve and charactenzed by intense pain in the 
face 


'trigger /'tnga/ n 1 a device (e g a lever) connected with a catch as a 
means of release, esp the tongue of metal in a firearm which when pressed 
allows the gun to Arc 2 a stimulus that initiates a reaction or signal in 
an electronic apparatus [alter, of earlier tneker, fr D trekker, fr MD 
trecker sthg that pulls, fr trecken to pull - more at irek] - trigger adj, 
triggered adj 

‘trigger vt la to release, activate, or fire by means of a tngger b to cause 
the explosion of < ^ a missile with a proximity fuse) 2 to initiate or set 
off as if by pulling a trigger (an indiscreet remark that — ed a fight) - 
often + off -VI to release a mechanical trigger 

'trigger-, happy ady 1 irresponsible in the use of firearms 2a aggressively 
belligerent b liKi prompt in one’s response 

trigonal /'tnganl/ adj of or being the division of the hexagonal crystal 
system characterized by a vertical axis of threefold symmetry [L tng- 
onalis tnangular, fr tngonum tnangic, fr Gk tngonon, fr neut of tngonos 
tnangular, fr tn- -t gonia angle - more at -gon] - trigonally adv 
trigonometric function /.trigana'mctnk/ n 1 a function (specif the 
sine, cosine, tangent, cotangent, secant, or cosecant) of an arc or angle 
most simply expressed in terms of the ratios of pairs of sides of a 
right-angled triangle 2 the inverse (e g the arc sine) of a tngonometne 
function 

trigonometry /.tnga'nomatn/ n the study of the progenies of triangles 
and tngonometne functions and of their applications ma i hi ma rics 

[NL tngonometna, fr Gk tngonon * -metna -mclry] - trigonometric 
/.tngana'metnk/ also trigonometrical adj 
trigraph /'tne.grahf. -.graf/ n three letters spelling a single speech sound 
(e g eau in beau) - trigraphic /-'grafik/ adj 
trilateral /,lne‘lat(3)ral/ adj having 3 sides /a tnangle is — ) [L tnlate- 
rus, fr tn- v later-, latus side] - trilatcrally adv 
trilby /'tnibi/ n. chiefly Br a soft felt hat with an indented crown 
GARMENT [fr such a hat having been worn in the London stage version 
of Tnlby, novel by George Du Manner tl896 E artist & wnter] 
trilinear /.ine'lmi p/ adj of or involving 3 lines 
trilingual /.tne'lmg gwal/ adj 1 of. containing, or expressed in 3 lan- 
guages 2 using or able to use 3 languages, esp with the fluency of a native 

- trilingually adv 

triliteral /,tne’lit(3)ral/ n or adj (a word or nxit) consisting of 3 letters, 
esp of 3 consonants [tn- * I litera letter] - triliteralism n 
'trill /tnl/ n 1 the alternation of 2 musical notes 2 semitones apart 
MUSK 2 a .sound resembling a musical tnll 3 (a speech sound made by) 
the rapid vibration of the tip of the tongue against the ridge of flesh behind 
the front teeth, or of the uvula against the back of the tongue [It tnllo, 
fr tnllare to tnll, prob fr D tnllen to vibrate, akin to MD trappe step, 
trap] 

‘trill vt to utter as or with a tnll theT'> -vi to play or sing mth a tnll 

- triller n 

trillion /'trilyan/ n la Fr a million million millions (10") b chiefly NAm 
a million millions (lO'O 2 an indefinitely large number, a zillion - often 
pi with sing meaning USE (1) -3*“ numhi r [F, fr rn- ‘ -illion (as in 
million)] - trillion adj. trilliontb /'tnly.inth/ adj or n 
trilobite /'incla.bict/ n any of numerous extinct Palaeozoic manne 
arthropods that had a 3-lobed body EvtiiurioN [deriv of Gk 
tnlobos thrcc-lobcd, fr tn- f lobos lobe] 
trilogy /’tnbji/ n a group of 3 closely related works (e g novels) [Gk 
tnlogia, fr tn- + -logia -logy] 

'trim /tnm/ vb -mm- vt 1 to decorate (c g clothes) with nbbons, lace, or 
ornaments, adorn 2 to make tnm and neat, esp by cutting or clipping 3 
to remove (as lO by cutting < med thousands from the running tvis/s of 
the department) 4a to cause (c g a ship, aircraft, or submanne) to assume 
a desired position by arrangement of ballast, cargo, pas.scngers, etc b to 
adjust (e g a sail) to a desired position ^ vi to maintain a neutral attitude 
towards opposing parties or favour each equally [(assumed) ME tnmmen 
to prepare, put in order, fr OE trymian, trymman to strengthen, arrange, 
fr trum strong, firm, akin to Skt daru wood - more at trff] 

‘trim adj -mm- appeanng neat or in good order, compact or clean-cut in 
outline or structure houses) (a - figure) - trimly adv, trim- 
ness n 

‘trim n 1 the readiness or fitness of a person or thing for action or use, 
esp physical fitne&s 2a one’s clothing or appearance b matenal used for 
decoration or tnmming c the decorative accessories of a motor vehicle 
3a the position of a ship or boat, esp with reference to the horizontal b 
the inclination of an aircraft or spacecraft in flight with reference to a 
fixed point (e g the honzon). esp with the controls in some neutral position 
4 (sthg removed by) tnmming 
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trimaran /"tnefnajan/ n a sailing vessel used for cruising or racing that 
has 3 hulls side by side [tn- 4 -maran (as in catamaran )] . 
trimar Ancmo/ n a polymer formed from 3 molecules of a monomer 
[ISV tn- + -mer (as 111 polymer)] - trimeric /-'menk/ adj 
trimattar /tn'mestd. trie-/ n a penod of (approximately) 3 months (F 
trimestre, fr L tnmestns of 3 months, fr tn- + mensis month - more at 
moon] - trioMstral /-stral/ also trlroeatrial /-stn-al/ adj 
trimatar /'tnmita/ n a line of verse consisting either of 3 measures of 2 
feet or of 3 metneal feet [L tnmetrus, fr Gk tnmetros having 3 measures, 
fr tri- + metron measure - more at measure] 
trimmar /'tnma/ n 1 a short beam or rafter fitted at I side of an opening 
to support the free ends of floor joists, studs, or rafters 2 a person who 
modifies his/her policy, position, or opinions out of expediency ['trim 
4 ’-er] 

trimming /'tnming/ n I pi pieces cut off in tnmming sthg; scraps 2 a 
a decorative accessory or additional item (e g on the border of a garment) 
that serves to finish or complete b an additional garnish or accompani- 
ment to a mam item (turkey and all the ^ s> - usu pi 
trimorphic /tne'mawfik/, trimorphoua /-fas/ adj occurnng in o* having 
3 distinct (crystalline) forms [Gk tnmorphos ha\ing 3 forms, fr tn- + 
-morphos -morphous] - trimorphism n 
trinary /’tnensri/ adj ternary [LL tnnanus, fr L tnni three each] 
'trine /tnen/ adj 1 tnple 2 of or being an astrological tnne [ME, fr MF 
tnn, fr L trinus, back-formation fr tnni three each, akin to L tres three 

- more at three] 

’trine /i 1 a tnad 2 the astrological aspect of 2 celestial bodies 120 degrees 
apart symbol - trinal adj 

Trinitarian /tnni'tean an/ n an adherent of the doctnne of the Trinity 

- Trinitarian adj, Trinitarianiam n 

trinitrotoluene /,tne,nietroh'tolyoo,een/ n an inflammable denvative of 
toluene used as a high explosive and in chemical synthesis [ISV] 
Trinity Annati/ n 1 the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spint as 3 
persons in 1 Godhead according to Chnstian theology 2 not cap iriad 
1 3 the Sunday after Whitsunday observed as a festival in honour of the 
Tnnity [ME tnmte, fr OF tnnite, fr LL tnnitat-, tnnitas state of being 
threefold, fr L tnnus tnne] 

.Trinity 'House n a Bntish organization that licenses mantime pilots 
and maintains navigational markers (e g buoys and lighthouses) [Tnntty 
House, 16th-c guild ong based at Deptford in Kent] 

Trinity term n the university term beginning after Easter 
trinket /'tringkit/ n a small (tnfling) article, esp an ornament or piece 
of (cheap) jewellery [perh fr ME trenket small knife, fr ONF trenquet] 

- trinketry n 

trinomial /tne'nohmyal, -mi al/ adj or n (being) a polynomial of 3 terms 
[fn- + -nomial (as in binomiaf)] 

trinucleotide /,tne'nyoohklio,tied/ n a nucleotide consisting of 3 
mononucleotides in combination; a codon 
trio Aree-oh/ n, pi trios la (a musical composition for) 3 instruments, 
voices, or performers b the secondary or episodic division of a minuet, 
scherzo, etc 2 sing or pi in constr a group or set of 3 [F, fr It, fr tn- 
(fr L)J 

triode Arie,ohd/ n a thermionic valve with 3 electrodes used esp in 
amplification circuits 

triolet Arie-alit, 'tree-/ n an 8 -line poem or stanza in which the first and 
second lines are repeated [F, prob dim of It tno] 

'trip /trip/ vb -pp- vi la to dance, skip, or walk with light quick steps b 
to proc^ smoothly, lightly, and easily; flow (words that ^ off the 
tongue} 2 to catch the foot against sthg so as to stumble 3 to make f 
mistake or false step (eg in morality or accuracy) 4 to stumble in 
articulation when speaking 5 to make a journey 6 to become operative 
or activated (the circuit breaker ^ s when the voltage gets too high} 7 
to get high on a psychedelic drug (e g LSD); turn on 2a - slang - vt la 
to cause to stumble b to cause to fail 2 to detect in a fault or blunder; 
CATCH can ~ usu + up 3 to raise (an anchor) from the bottom so as to 
hang free 4 to release or operate (a device or mechanism), esp by releasing 
a catch or producing an electrical signal 5 to perform (e g a dance) lightly 
or nimbly - archaic except in trip the light fantastic USE {vi 2, 3, & 4; 
vt /) often f up [ME trippen, fr MF tnper, of Gmc ongin; akin to OE 
treppan to tread - more at 'trap] 

*trip n la a voyage, journey, or excursion b a single round or tour (e g 
on a business errand) 2 an error, mistake 3 a quick light step 4 a faltenng 
step caused by stumbling 5 a device (e g a catch) for tripping a mechanism 
6 a an intense, often visionary experience undergone by sby who has taken 
a psychedelic drug (eg LSD) b a highly charged emotional experience 
(hk divorce was a really bad 7 a self-indulgent or absorbing course 


of action, way of behaving, or frame of mind (on a nostalgia ^ > (gave 
up the whole super-star USE (6A7) infml 
tripartite /trie'pahtict/ adj 1 divided into or composed of 3 (correspond- 
ing) parts 2 made between or involving 3 parties (a ^ treaty} [ME, fr 
L tnpartitus, fr tn- ^ partitus partite] - trlpartltely adv, tripartition 
/-‘tish(a)n/ n 

tripe /tnep/ n 1 the stomach tissue of an ox, cow, etc for use as food 2 
sthg infenor. worthless, or offensive - infml [ME. fr OF] 
'trip-.hammer n a large hammer raised by machinery and then tripped 
to drop on work below 

triphibious /trieTibi as/ adj employing or involving land, naval, and air 
forces [tri- 4 -phibious (as in amphibious)] 
triphosphate /tne'fosfayt/ n a compound that contains 3 phosphate 
groups 

triphthong /"irifthong, 'tnp-/ n 1 a vowel sound (e g /le a/ in fire) 
composed of 3 elements 2 a tngraph [tn- 4 -phthoiig (as in diphthong)] 

- triphthongal /-'thong(.'))l/ adj 

triplane Ane.playn/ n an aeroplane with 3 mam pairs of wings arranged 
one above the other 

'triple /tnpl/ vb tripling /'tnpling, 'tnpl-mg/ to make or become 3 times 
as great or as many [ME tnplen, fr LL tnplare, fr L tnplus, adj] 
’triple n 1 a tnple sum, quantity, or number 2 a combination, group, or 
senes of 3 [ME, fr L tnplus, adj] 

’triple ad/ 1 having 3 units or members 2 being 3 times as great or as many 
3 marked by 3 beats per bar of music metre'> 4 having units of 3 
components [MF or L, MF. fr L tnplus. fr tn- 4 -plus multiplied by - 
more at nouBi t] - triply adv 

triple jump n an athletic field event consisting of a jump for distance 
combining a hop, a step, and a jump in succession 
triple point n the condition of temperature and pressure under which 
the gaseous, liquid, and solid phases of a substance can exist in equilib- 
num 

triplet /'triplit/ n I a unit of 3 lines of verse 2 a combination, set, or 
group of 3 3 any of 3 children or animals bom at I birth 4 a group of 
3 musical notes performed in the time of 2 of the same value ['tnple i 
•et (as in doublet)] 

.trfple-'tongue vi to use tongue movements to produce a very fast 
succession of detached notes on a wind instrumcrif 
triplex /'tnpleks, 'tnc-/ adj threefold, tnple [L, fr tn- * -pies -fold - 
^more at 'simpi f] 

'triplicate /'tnplikal/ adj 1 consisting of or existing in 3 corresponding 
or identical parts or examples invoices} 2 being the third of 3 things 
exactly alike (file the ^ copy} [ME, fr L tnplicatus, pp of tnplicare to 
tnple, fr tnplic-, tnplex threefold] 

’triplicate /tnplikayt/ vt 1 to make tnple 2 to prepare in tnplicate 
triplication /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 

’triplicate /’tnplikat/ n 1 any of 3 things exactly alike, spec;/* any of 3 
identical copies 2 three copies all alike - i in (typed in -^} 
triplicity /tn'plisati, trie-/ n 1 any of the 4 groups of 3 symmetncally 
placed signs into which the signs of the zodiac are divided 2 the quality 
or slate of being tnple [ME tnplicite, fr LL tnplicitas condition of being 
threefold, fr L tnplic-, tnplex] 

tripod /'tne,pod/ n 1 a stool, table, or vessel (e g a cauldron) with 3 legs 
2 a 3-legged stand (e g for a camera) [L tripod-, tnpus, fr Gk tnpod-, 
tnpous, fr tnpod-, tnpous ihrec-footcd, fr tn- 4 pod-, pous foot - more 
at foot] - tripodal /'inpadl/ adj 

tripos Anepos/ n either part of the honours examination for the 
Cambndge BA degree [modif of L tnpus, fr the three-legged stool 
formerly occupied by a participant in a disputation at the degree cer- 
emonies] 

tripper /’tnpo/ n. chiefly Br one who goes on ae outing or pleasure tnp, 
esp one lasting only 1 day - often used disparagingly (in the summer the 
village pub is usually full of ^ s, so we stay at home} ['trip + '-er] 
trippingly /'tnpingli/ adv nimbly, also fluently 
triptych /'tnp.tik/ n a picture or carving on 3 panels side by side; esp 
an altarpiece consisting of a central panel hinged to 2 flanking panels that 
fold over it [Gk tnptychos having 3 folds, fr tri- 4 ptyche fold] 

'trip .wire n a concealed wire placed near the ground that is used to tnp 
up an intruder or to actuate an explosive or warning device when 
pulled 

trireme /'trie.reem/ n a galley with 3 banks of oars [L triremis, fr tn- 
+ remus oar - more at 'row] 

trie- prefix thrice; tripled - esp in complex chemical expressions [Gk tris 

- more at ter-] 
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trisect /tne'sekt, '-•/ vt to divide into 3 (equal) parts - triaection 
/'tne,seksh(a)n, n, trisector /'ine.sckt3, n 
trishaw Ane,shaw/ n a passenger vehicle consisting of a tricycle with 
a nckshaw body over the rear wheels [rncycle + ncks/iaw] 
triskelion /tns'keiyn, tne-, -on/ also triskele /'tnskeel, tnc-/ n a figure 
or symbol in the shape of 3 curved or bent branches radiating from a 
centre <rhe -- of the Isle of Man} [tnskelton fr NL, fr Gk tnskeles 
three-legged, fr tn- ^ skelos leg, tnskele fr Gk tnskeles] 
trismus /'tn/m^s/ n spasm of the muscles involved in chewing, lockjaw 
[NL. fr Gk tnsmos gnashing (of teeth), fr tmew to squeak, gnash, akin 
to L stndere to creak - more at stridfnt] 

trisyllable /'tne,sibbl/ n a word of 3 syllables - trisyllabic /-si'labik/ 
adj, trisyllabicaily adv 

trite /inet/ adj hackneyed from much use [L tntus, fr pp of terere to rub, 
wear away - more at throw] - tritely adv, triteness n 
tritiated /'tnshiaytid, 'tnti-/ adj, of a molecule containing tntium in 
place of hydrogen, esp as a radioactive label 
triticale /.tnta'kayli/ n a cereal grass that is a hybrid between wheat and 
rye and has a high yield and nch protein content [NL, blend of Tnticum. 
genus of wheat i Secale, genus of rye] 

tritium /'tnshi am, 'tnti-am/ n a radioactive isotope of hydrogen with 
atoms of 3 times the mass of ordinary hydrogen atoms [NL, fr Gk tntos 
third - more at third] 

triton /'tnet(a)n/ n (any of various large manne gastropod molluscs with) 
a heavy elongated conical shell [NL. genus name, fr L Tnton, mythical 
manne demigod, fr Gk Tnton] 

triturate /'intyoorayt/ vf 1 to crush, grind 2 to reduce to a fine powder 
by rubbing or gnnding [LL tnturatus, pp of tnturare to thresh, fr L 
tntuia act of ruVbihg, thicshing, fr tntus, pp] - triturator n, triturable 
/-mbl/ adj, trituration /-'raysh(3)n/ n 
'triumph /'tnc,um(p)f/ n 1 a ceremony attending the entenng of ancient 
Rome by a general who had won a decisive victory over a foreign enemy 

- compare ovation 2 the joy or exultation of victory or success 3 (a) 
notable success, victory, or achievement [ME tnumphe, fr MF, fr L 
tnumphus] - triumphal /-'umfplfl/ adj 

‘triumph vt 1 to celebrate victory or success boastfully or exultantly 2 
to obtain victory - often f over 

triumphant /tric'um(p)fant/ ad; 1 viclonous, conquenng 2 rejoicing in 
or celebrating victory - triumphantly adv 
triumvir /tnc'umv.-), -via/ n. pi triumvirs also triumviri /-vane/ a 
member of a commission or ruling body of 1 [L, back-formation fr 
tnumvin, pi, commission of 3 men, fr tnum virum of 3 men] - triuroviral 
/-varal/ adj 

triumvirate /tnc'umvirat/ n 1 the office of tnumvirs 2 sing or pi in 
constr a a hotly of triumvirs b a group of 3 
triune /'tric.yoohn/ adj, often cap three in one - used of the Tnnity [tn- 
^ L unus one - more at onf] 

trivalent /tne'vaybnt, 'inv^ibnt/ adj having a valency of 3 [ISV] 
trivet Anvil/ n 1 a three-legged (iron) stand for holding cooking vessels 
over or by a fire; also a bracket that hooks onto a grate for this purpose 
2 a (metal) stand with 3 feet for holding a hot dish at table [ME trevet, 
fr OE trefet, prob modif of LL tnped-, tnpes, fr L. ihrcc-footed, fr tn- ♦ 
ped-, pes foot - more at fooi] 

trivia /'tnvi a/ n pi but sing or pi m constr unimportant matters or details 
[NL, fr pi of L tnvium crossroads, influenced in meaning by E tnvial] 
trivial /tnvi al/ adj 1 commonplace, ordinary 2a of little worth or 
importance, insignificant b of or being the mathematically simplest case 
<a -- solution to an equation} [L tnvialis found everywhere, common- 
place, tnvial, fr tnvium crossroads, fr tn- i via way - more at via] - 
trivialneaa n, trivially adv, trivialiie vt, trivialization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n. 
triviality /.invi'alati/ n 

'trivial .name n 1 the second part of a 2 word Latin name of an animal, 
plant, etc, that follows the genus name and denotes the species 2 a 
common or vernacular name of an organism or chemical 
trivium /'tnvi-am/ n, pi trivia Arivi-a/ grammar, rhetone, and logic, 
forming the lower division of the 7 liberal arts in medieval universities ~ 
compare quadrivium [ML, fr L, meeting of 3 ways, crossroads] 
triweekly /.tne'wcckli/ adj or adv t (occurnng or appeanng) 3 times 
a week 2 (occurnng or appearing) every 3 weeks 
•trix /-triks/ suffix {-* n}, pi -trices /-tnseez, -tneseez/, -trixes 1 female 
<aviatrix)<ejceci/tnx> 2 geometric line, point, or surface <di/ectnx> 
[ME, fr L, fern of -tor, suffix denoting an agent, fr -tus, pp ending + -or 

- more at '-ed] 

tRNA /.tee ahr en 'ay/ n transfer rna 

trocar also trochar /'trohkah/ n a sharp-pointed instrument used esp to 


insert a fine tube into a body cavity as a drainage outlet [F trocart, fr trois 
three (fr L tres) 4 carre side of a sword blade, fr carrer to make square, 
fr L quadrare - more at three, quadras] 
trochal /'irohkl/ adj resembling a wheel [Gk trochos wheel] 
trochanter /tro'kanta/ n la rough prominence at the upper part of the 
femur of many vertebrates 2 the second segment of an insect’s leg 
counting from the body [Gk trochanter, akin to Gk trechein to run] - 
trochanteric /.troksn'tenl^ adj 

troche /trohsh/ n a usu circular soothing medicinal tablet or lozenge held 
in the mouth until dissolved, esp for the relief of a sore throat [alter, of 
earlier trochisk, fr LL trochiscus, fr Gk trochiskos, fr dim ‘of trochos 
wheel] 

trochee /'troh.kee/ n a metrical foot consisting of 1 long or stressed 
.syllable followed by 1 short or unstressed syllable (eg in apple) [F 
trochee, fr L trochaeus, fr Gk trocbaios, fr trochaios running, fr troche 
run, course, fr trechein to run, akin to Gk trochos wheel, Olr droch] - 
trochaic /troh'kayik/ adj or n 

trochlea /‘trokh a/ n, pi trochleas, trochlcae /-li,ee/ an anatomical 
structure resembling a pulley, esp a surface of a bone over which a tendon 
passes [NL, fr L, block of pulleys, fr Gk trochileia, akin to Gk trechein 
to run] - trochlear adj 

trochophore /’troka.faw/ n a free-swimmmg cilia-beanng larva, esp of 
manne annelid worms [denv of Gk trochos wheel + pherein to carry - 
more at ‘ufar] 
trod /trod/ past o/ tread 
trodden /'irod(3)n/ past part of tread 

troglodyte /'trogladiet/ n 1 cave dweller 2 a person resembling a 
troglodyte, esp in being solitary or unsocial or in having pnmitive or 
outmoded ideas 3 ape 1 [L troglodytae, pi, fr Gk troglodytai, fr trogle 
hole, cave v dyeiii to enter, akin to Gk trogein to gnaw] - troglodytk 
/-‘ditik/ adj 

trogon /'trohgon/ n any of a family of tropical birds with bnlliant 
lustrous plumage [NL, genus name, fr Gk trogon, prp of trogem to 
gnaw] 

troika /*troyk3/ /i 1 (a Russian vehicle drawn by) a team of 3 horses 
abreast 2 triad 1 , esp an administrative or ruhng body of 3 people [Russ 
troika, fr troe three, akin to OE thrie three] 

Trojan /'trohj(3)n/ n 1 a native of Troy 2 one who shows qualities (e g 
pluck or endurance) attnbuted to the defenders of ancient Troy - chiefly 
in work like a Trojan [ME, fr L trojanus of Troy, fr Troia, Troja Troy, 
ancient city in Asia Minor, fr Gk Troia] ~ Trojan adj 
.Trojan 'horse n sby or sthg intended to undermine or subvert from 
within [fr the legend of a large hollow wooden horse filled with Greek 
soldiers and brought within the walls of Troy by a tnck dunng the Trojan 
War] 

'troll /trohl, trol/ vt 1 to sing loudly 2 to fish for or in with a hook and 
line drawn through the water behind a moving boat v? 1 to sing or play 
an instrument in a jovial manner 2 to fish, esp by drawing a hook through 
the water 3 to move about; stroll, saunter (^travel waters. . . mg around 
from free hotel to free hotel - The Bookseller} [ME trollen to move 
about, roll] • troUer n 
‘troll n (a line with) a lure used in trolling 

‘troll n a dwarf or giant of Germanic folklore inhabiting caves or hills 
[Norw troll &. Dan trold. fr ON troll giant, demon, akin to MHG trolle 
monster, OE treppan to tread - more at 'trap] 
trolley alst^ trolly /'troll/ n 1 a device (e g a grooved wheel or skid) 
attached to a pole that collects current from an overhead electnc wire for 
powenng an electnc vehicle 2 chiefly Br a a shelved stand mounted on 
castors used for conveying sthg (e g food or books) b a basket on wheels 
that IS pushed or pulled by hand and used for carrying goods (eg 
purchases in a supermarket) 3 Br a small 4-wheeled wagon that runs on 
rails 4 NAm iram b [E dial trolley, troll (cart, truck), prob fr 
•fro//] 

'trolley, but /'-.bus/ n an electncally propelled bus running on a road and 
drawing power from 2 overhead wires via a trolley 
'trolley ,car n, NAm tram b 

trollop /'trobp/ n a slovenly or immoral woman [prob irreg fr G dial. 
trolle, fr MHG truUe prostitute - more at trull] - troUopy atfj 
trombone /trom'bohn/ n a brass instrument consisting of a long cylin- 
dncal melal tube with a movable slide for varying the pitch and a usual 
range 1 octave lower than that of the trumpet [It, aug of tromha trumpet, 
of Omc origin; akin to OHG trumba, trumpa trumpet] > troaboaist a 
trommel /'tromal/ n a usu cylindneal revolving sieve, esp for screening 
or sizing ore [G, drum, fr MHG tnunmd, dim. of trumme drum - more 
at 'drum] 



tro 


10S0 


trompe Toeil /.tromp 'luh-i (Fr trop l(s:j)/ n (the effect produced by) 
a style of painting or decorating in which objects are depicted with 
three-dimensional reality [F trompe-l’oeil, lit., deceive the eye] 

-tron Atron/ suffix (-* n) device for the manipulation of subatomic 
particles <c.yc/otron> [Gk, suffix denoting an instrument, akin to OE 
-thor, suffix denoting an instrument, L -trum] 

'troop /troohp/ n 1 sing or pi in constr a a military subunit (e g of 
cavalry) corresponding to an infantry platoon b a collection of people or 
things c a unit of scouts under a leader 2 pi the armed forces [MF trope, 
troupe company, herd, of Gmc origin, akin to OE thorp, throp vil- 
lage] 

’troop Vi to move in a group, esp in a way that suggests regimentation 
^everyone ed into the meeting^ 

trooper /'troohpa / n la a cavalry soldier, esp a pnvate soldier in a 
cavalry or armoured regiment b the horse of a cavalry soldier 2 chiefly 
NAm A Austr a mounted policeman 
trop-, tropo- comb form 1 turn, turning, change <lropasp/?ere> 2 tropism 
(tropic) (ISV, fr Gk tropos] 

trope /trohp/ n a figurative use of a word or expression [L tropus, fr Gk 
tropos turn, way, manner, style, trope, fr trepein to turn, akin to L trepit 
he turns] 

troph-, tropho- comb form nutntive (trophop/as/n) [F, fr Gk. fr trophe 
nourishment] 

trophic /trofik, ‘trohfik/ adj 1 of nutrition or growth <- disorders ot 
muscle} leveb hcxio 1 of a hormone influencing the activity 
of a gland [F trophique, fr Gk trophikos, fr trophe nounshment, fr 
trephein to nourish -- more at atrophy] - trophically adv 
•trophic /-'trohfik, -'trofik/ comb form ( - adj) 1 of or charactenzed by 
(a specified mode of feeding) (zootrophic) 2 attracted to, acting upon, 
or esp stimulating (sthg specified) (corticotrophic) [NL -trophia nutii- 
tion, fr Gk, fr 'trophos nourishing, fr trephein] - -trophism, -trophy comb 
form ( - n) 

trophoblast Arofa.blast, 'troh-/ n a layer of ectoderm on the outside of 
the blastula of many placental mammals that nounshes the embryo (ISV] 

- trophoblastic /-'blastik/ adj 

trophy /"trobfi/ n la a memorial of an ancient Greek or Roman victory 
raised on or near the field of battle b a representation of such a memona! 
(e g on a medal), also an architectural ornament representing a group of 
military weapons 2 sthg gained or awarded in victory or conquest, esp 
when preserved as a memorial [MF trophee, fr L tropaeum, trophaeum, 
fr Gk tropaion, fr neut of tropaios of a turning, of a rout, fr trope turn, 
rout, fr trepein to turn - more at trope] 

'tropic /'tropik/ n 1 either of the 2 small arcles of the celestial sphere on 
each side of and parallel to the equator at a distance of 2 3 Vi degrees, 
which the sun reaches at its greatest declination N or S 2a(l) tropic of 
CANCER (2) TROPIC OF CAPRICORN b pi, often cap the region between the 
2 terrestrial tropics [ME tropik, fr L tropicus of the solstice, fr Gk 
tropikos, fr trope turn] 

*tropic Arohpik/ adj 1 of, being, or charactenstic of (a) tropism 2 
TROPHIC 2 [trop-] 

•tropic /-'trohpik/ comb form ( - adj) 1 turning, changing, or tending 
to turn or change in (a specified manner) or in response to (a specified 
stimulus) (^eotropic) 2 - trophic 2 (F -tropique, fr Gk -tropos -tropous] 

- -tropism, -tropy comb form ( - n) 

tropical Aropikl/ adj 1 also tropic of, occurring in, or characteristic of 
the tropics 2 of a sign of the zodiac beginning at either of the tropics - 
tropically adv 

tropic .bird Atropik/ n any of several web-footed birds related to the 
gannets 

tropic of Cancer /.tropik av 'kansa/ n the parallel of latitude that is 
234 degrees N of the equator [fr the sign of the zodiac which its celestial 
projection intersects] 

tropic of Capricorn /.tropik av 'kapri.kawn/ n the parallel of latitude 
that IS 234 degrees S of the equator [fr the sign of the zodiac which its 
celestial projection intersects] 

tropiam /trohpiz(a)m/ n (an) involuntary onentation by (a part oO an 
organism, esp a plant, that involves turning or curving in response to a 
source of stimulation (e g light) - compare taxis 2 [ISV -tropism, fr 
trop-] 

tropo- - sec TROP- 

tropology /tro'polaji/ n the figurative use of words [LL tropohgia, fr 
LOk, fr Gk tropos trope + -logia -logy] - tropological /.tropo'lojikl/ also 
tropologic adj 

tropopausa Aropo.pawz/ n the region at the top of the troposphere 
[ISV rroposphere + pause] 


troposphere /'trop3,sfi3/ n the part of the atmosphere below the 
stratosphere, in which temperature decreases rapidly with altitude and 
clouds form [ISV] - tropospheric /-'sfenk/ adj 
-tropous Atrapas/ comb form (- adj) -iropic 1 (anatropous) [Gk 
-tropos, fr trepein to turn - more at ibopf] 
troppo /'tropoh/ adi, Austr mentally deranged by the heal of the tropics 

- infml [‘/ropic + '-o] 

'trot /trot/ n 1 a moderately fast gait of a horse or other quadruped in 
which the legs move in diagonal pairs 2 an instance or the pace of trotting 
or proceeding bnskly 3 pi hut sing or pi in constr diarrhoea - usu + the, 
humor [ME. fr MF, fr troter to trot, of Gmc ongin, akin to GHG trotton 
to tread, OE tredan] - on the trot in succession - mfml 
’trot vb -tt- VI 1 to ride, drive, or proceed at a trot 2 to proceed bnskly 

- vf 1 to cause to go at a trot 2 to traverse at a trot 

Trot n a Trotskyite. broadly any adherent of the extreme left - chiefly 
derog 

troth /trohth/ n. archaic one’s pledged word, also betrothal - chiefly in 
plight one's troth [ME trouth, fr OE treowth - more at truth] 
trot out vt 1 to produce or bnng forward (as iQ for display or scrutiny 
2 to produce or utter in a tnte or predictable manner ^ trotted out all the 
old clich^} 

Trotskyism /'trotski.iz(3)m/ n the political, economic, and social pnn- 
ciplcs advocated by Trotsky, esp adherence to the concept of permanent 
worldwide revolution [Leon Trotsky 1 1*^40 Russ Communist leader] - 
Trotskyist, Trotskyite /-.let/ n or adi 

trotter /'trota/ n I a horse trained for trotting races 2 the foot of an 
animal, esp a pig, used as food [ trui f -fr] 
trotting /'iroting/ n the sport of racing horses moving at a fast trot and 
pulling light 2- wheeled vehicles carrying a driver 
troubadour /‘troohb^daw, -dooa/ n any of a class of lyric poets and 
poct-musicians, chiefly in France in the 1 Ith to 1 3th c, whose major theme 
was courtly love [F, fr OProv trohador. fr trobar to comjxsse, prob fr 
(assumed) VL tropare, fr L tropus trope] 

'trouble /'trubl/ vb troubling /trubling/ v/ la to agitate mentally or 
spintually, worry b to produce physical disorder or discomfort in / ^ d 
with deafness} c to put to exertion or inconvenience <touId / - you to 
close the door'^ 2 to make (e g the surface of water) turbulent ^ v; 1 to 
become mentally agitated < refused to - o\er tnlle^ 2 to make an cOoit, 
be at pains (don't ^ to come) [ME trouhicn, fr OF tourblcr, troublcr, 
Jr (assumed) VL turhularc, alter of L lurbidarc, fr tuihidus turbid, 
troubled] 

’trouble n la being troubled b an instance of distress, annoyance, or 
disturbance 2acauseofdisturbancc. annoyance, or distress eg a public 
unrest or demonstrations of dissatisfaction - often pi with sing meaning 
b effort made, exertion c(l) a disease, ailment, or condition of physical 
distress (heart ^ ) (2) a malfunction (engine ~ / d pregnancy out of 
wedlock - chiefly in in/into trouble 3 a problem, snag (that 's the ^ with 
these newfangled ideas} - troublous /'trubbs/ adi, archaic or poetic 
'trouble, maker /-.mayka/ n one who causes trouble 
'trouble.shooter A.shoohta/ n la skilled workman employed to locate 
faults and make repairs in machinery and technical equipment 2 one who 
specializes or is cxperl in resolving disputes - troubleshooting n 
Troublesome As(3)m/ adj giving trouble or anxiety; annoying or 
burdensome (a cough} (a neighbour) - trouhlesomely adv, 
troublesomeness n 

trough /trof/ n la a long shallow receptacle for the drinking water or 
feed of farm animals b a long narrow container used for domestic or 
industnal purposes 2a a conduit, dram, or chasnel for water b a long 
narrow or shallow trench between waves, ndges, etc 3a the (region round 
the) lowest point of a regularly recurring cycle of a varying quantity (c g 
a sine wave) b an elongated area of low atmos|iheric pressure c a low 
point (in a trade cycle) [ME, fr OE trog; akin to OE trww tree, wood 

- more at tref] 

trounce /tro wns/ vf 1 to thrash or punish severely 2 to defeat decisively 
[ongin unknown] 

troupe /troohp/ n a company or troop (of theatneal performers) [F, fr 
MF - more at troop] 

trouper /'trxihpa/ n 1 a member of a troupe 2 a loyal or dependable 
person 

trousers Atrowzaz/ n pi, pi trousers a 2-legged outer gannent extending 
from the waist to the ankle or sometimes only to the knee garmf.ni 
[ alter, of earlier trouse, fr ScGael tnubhas] - trouser adj 
'trouser .suit n a woman's suit consisting of a jacket and trousers 
trousseau Atroohsoh/ n. pi trousseaux, trousseaus /-sohz/ the personal 
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outfit of a bnde including clothes, accessoncs, etc [F. fr OF. dim. of 
trousse bundle, fr trousser to truss] 

trout /trowt/ n, pi trouts, (/) trout, esp for different types trouts 1 any 
of various food and sport fishes of the salmon family rcstncicd to cool 
clear fresh waters, esp any of various Old World or New World fishes 
some of which ascend rivers from the sea to breed - compare rainbow 
TROUT 2 an ugly unpleasant old woman - slang [ME, fr OE truht, fr LL 
trocta, tructa, a ftsh with sharp teeth, fr Gk troktes, lit., gnawer, fr trogein 
to gnaw - more at terse] 

trouvaille /trooh'vie (Fr truva:j)/ n a chance or unexpected find, also 
an interesting or onginal idea [F. fr OF trover, trouver to compose, 
find] 

trouv^re Arooh'vea (Fr truvr :r)/ n any of a class of late medieval French 
narrative poets [F, fr OF troveor. troverre, fr trover to compose, find, fr 
(assumed) VL tropare - more at troubadour] 
trove /trohv/ n treasure trove 

trover /'trohva/ n a common law action to recover the value of goods 
wrongfully taken or kept by another [MF trover to find] 
trow /troh/ vb, archaic to think, believe [ME trowen, fr OE trmwan, 
akin to OE treowe faithful, true - more at iruf] 

'trowel /'trowdi/ n any of various smooth-bladed hand tools used to 
apply, spread, shape, or smooth loose or soft matenal, also a scoop-sl»^^ 
or flat-bladed garden tool for taking up and setting small plants 
BUILDING [ME truel, fr MF truelle, fr LL truella, fr L trulla, dim of trua 
ladle, akin to L turbare to disturb - more at turbid] 

’trowel vt -11- (NAm -I-, -II-), /‘trowaling/ to smooth, mix, or apply (as 
lO with a trowel 

troy /troy/ adj expressed in troy weight [ME troye, fr Troyes, city in 
France] 

'troy weight n the senes of units of weight based on the pound of 12oz 
and the ounce of 20 pennyweights or 480 grams 
truant /'trooh ant/ n one who shirks duly; esp one who stays away from 
school without permission [ME, vagabond, idler, fr OF, vagrant, of Celt 
ongin, akin to ScGael truaghan wretch] ~ truant adj, truanting n, 
truancy n 

truce /troohs/ n a (temporary) suspension of fighting by agreement of 
opposing forces [ME trewes, pi of trewe agreement, fr OE treow fidelity, 
akin to OE trwwe faithful - more at true] 

'truck /truk/ vt to give in exchange, barter w 1 to trade, barter 2 to 
negotiate or traffic, esp in an underhand way [ME trukken, fr OF 
Iroquer] 

’truck n 1 (commodities suitable for) barter or small trade 2 close 
association, dealings - chiefly in have no truck with 3 payment of wages 
in goods instead of cash 4 miscellaneous small articles; also rubbish - 
infml 

Hruck /) 1 a small strong wheel 2 a small wooden cap at the top of a 
flagstafT or masthead, usu having holes for flag or signal halyards 3a a 
usu 4- or 6-wheeled vehicle for moving heavy loads; a lorry b a usu 2- 
or 4-wheeled cart for carrying heavy articles (eg luggage at railway 
stations) 4 Br an open railway goods wagon [prob fr L trochus iron hoop, 
fr Gk trochos wheel - more at trochee] 

*truck vt to load or transport on a truck -- vi , NAm to be employed as 
a lorry driver - truckage n 

trucker /'truka/ n. NAm 1 one whose business is transporting goods by 
lorry 2 a lorry dnver 

truckle /"trukl/ w truckling /’trukling/ to act in a subservient or 
obsequious manner - usu + to [fr the lower position of the truckle bed] 

- truckler n 

‘truckle ,bed n a low bed, usu on castors, that can be slid under a h t-'^er 
bed [ME trookel, trocle pulley, small wheel, fr L trochlea block of pulleys 

- more at trochlea] 

truculent /’trukyoobnt/ adj aggressively self-assertive, belligerent [L 
truculentus, fr true-, trux fierce] - truculence, truculency n, truculently 
- adv 

'trudge /tmj/ vb to walk steadily and labonously (along or over) [origin 
unknown] - trudger n 
’trudge n a long tinng walk 

'true /trooh/ 1 steadfast, loyal <a ^ friend) 2a m accordance with 
fact or reality (a story} b essential <fhe nature of socialist 
economics} c being that which is the case rather than what is claimed or 
assumed <fAe dimensions of the problem} d consistent, conforming 

<- fo expectations} to type} 3i(l) properly so called <Jhe ^ faith} 
(2) genuine, real <- love} b(l) possessing the basic characters of and 
belonging to the same natural group as <a whale isa but not a typical 
mammal} (2) typical (the ^ cats} 4a accurately fitted, adjusted. 


balanced, or formed b exact, accurate (a ^ voice) <fl -- copy/ 5 
determined with reference to the earth’s axis rather than the magnetic 
poles north) [ME trewe, fr OE treowe faithful, akin to OHG gunuwi 
faithful, Skt daruna hard, daru wood - more at tret] 

’true n the state of being accurate (e g in alignment or adjustment) - chiefly 
in in/out of true 

*true vt to bring or restore to a desired mechanical accuracy or form - 
truer n 

^rue adv 1 truly 1 2a without deviation, straight b without variation 
from type (breed ~ > [ME trewe. fr trewe. adj] 
true bill n a bill of indictment in the USA endorsed by a grand jury as 
warranting prosecution 

.true-'blue adj staunchly loyal, specif. Br being a staunch supporter of the 
Con.scrvative party [fr a traditional association of blue with fidelity &. its 
adoption as a party colour by various fir conservative groups since the 
17th c] - true-blue n 

'true.love /-.luv/ n a sweetheart - poetic 

true lover't knot, truelove knot n a complicated ornamental knot not 
readily untied and symbolic of mutual love 
truffle Arufl/ n 1 (any of several European fungi with) a usu dark and 
wrinkled edible fruiting body that grows under the ground and is eaten 
as a delicacy 2 a nch soft creamy sweet made with chocolate [modif of 
MF truffc. fr OProv trufa, fr (assumed) VL tufera, alter of L tuber - more 
at tuber] - truffled adj 

trug /trug/ n. Br a shallow rectangular wooden basket for carrying 
garden produce [ongin unknown] 

truism /'trooh, iz(a)m/ n an undoubted or self-evident truth - truistic 
/-'istik/ adj 

trull /trul/ n, archaic a prostitute, strumpet [obs G trulle. fr MHG, akin 
to ON troll giant, demon - more at 'truil] 
truly Aroohli/ adv 1 in accordance with bet or reality, truthfully 2 
accurately, exactly 3a indeed b genuinely, sincerely (he was - sorry) 

4 properly, duly (well and ^ beaten) 

'trump /tnimp/ n a trumpet (call) - chiefly poetic [ME trompe. 
fr OF] 

’trump n la a card of a suit any of whose cards will win over a card that 
is not of this suit b p! the suit whose cards arc trumps for a particular 
hand 2 a worthy and dependable person - infml [alter of Unumph\ - 
come/turn up trumps to prove unexpectedly helpful or generous 
*trump vb to play a trump on (a card or tnck) when another suit was 
led 

trump .mrd n 1 Arump la 2 a telling or decisive factor, a clincher - 
esp in pla ( ne's trump card 

trumpery '^'trumpan/ adj 1 worthless, useless 2 cheap, tawdry [ME 
trompene deceit, fr MF, fr tromper to deceive] - trumpery n 
'trumpet Arumpit/ /i 1 a wind instrument consisting of a usu metal tube, 
a cup-shaped mouthpiece, and a flared bell, specif a valved brass instru- 
ment having a cylindncal tube and a usual range from F sharp below 
middle C upwards for 2^ octaves 2 sthg that resembles (the flared bell 
or loud penetrating sound oO a trumpet’ c g ■ a megaphone b the loud 
cry of an elephant [ME trompette, fr MF, fr OF trompe trump] - 
trumpetlike adj 

’trumpet vi l to blow a trumpet 2 to make a sound as of a trumpet - vt 
to sound or proclaim loudly (as i0 on a trumpet 
'trumpet .creeper /? a N Amencan woody climbing plant with large red 
trumiKt shaped flowers 

trumpeter Arumnita/ n 1 a trumpet player, specif one who gives 
(military) signals with a trumpet 2a any of several long-legged 
long-necked S Amcncan birds related to the cranes b trumpeter swan 
c any of an Asiatic type of domestic pigeon with a rounded crest and 
heavily feathered feet 

trumpeter .swan n a rare white N Amencan wild swan noted for its 
sonorous voice 

'trumpet .flower n (any of vanous plants with) a trumpet-shaped 
flower 

trumpet .shell n a tnton 

trump up vt to concoct, fabneate (charges trumped up by the 
police) 

'truncate /'irungkayt, -'-/ vt to shorten (as lO by cutting off a part [L 
truncatus, pp of truncate, fr truncus trunk] - truncation 
/-’kaysh(a)n/ n 

’’truncate adj having the end square or even (the ^ leaves of the tulip 
tree) ptANr 

truncated /'trungkaytid, -'-/ adj having the apex replaced by a plane 
section, esp one parallel to the base <'^ cone) 
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truncheon /’trunchan/ yi 1 a staff of office or authonty 2 a short club 
earned esp by policemen [ME tronchoun broken spear, fr MF tronchon, 
fr (assumed) VL tninaon-, truncio, fr L truncus trunk] 

'trundle Arundl/ n a small wheel or roller [alter of earlier trendh, fr 
ME, circle, nng, wheel, fr OE trended akin to OE trendan to revolve - 
more at trend] 

^trundle vb tmodling /'trundling/ to move heavily or pull along (as lO on 
wheels 

trundle .bed n truckle bed 

trunk /trungk/ n la the main stem of a tree as distinguished from 
branches and roots b the human or animal body apart from the head and 
limbs c the main or central part of sthg (e g an artery, nerve, or column) 

2 a large ngid box used usu for transporting clothing and personal articles 

3 a proboscis; esp the long muscular proboscis of the elephant 4 pi men's 
usu close-fitting shorts worn chiefly for swimming or sports 5 a chute, 
shaft, or similar (major) supply channel 6 irunk line 7 SAm ^uooi 4 
[ME tronke box, trunk, fr MF tronc, fr L truncus Jrunk, torso] 

'trunk .call n a telephone call made on a trunk line i ei FaiMMUNi 

CATION 

'trunk .line n a major route of communication e g a a mam line of a 
railway system b a telephone line between towns 
'trunk .road n a road of pnmary importance, esp for long distance 
travel 

trunnion Arunyan/ n a pin or pivot on which sthg can be rotated or 
tilted; esp either of 2 opposite projections on which a gun barrel can be 
tilted vertically [F trognon core, stump] 

'trust /trus/ vt la to secure tightly, bind - often ^ up b to bind the wings 
or legs of (a fowl) closely in preparation for cooking 2 to support or stiffen 
(e g a bndge) with a truss [ME trussen, fr OF trousser] 

’trust /} la a corbel; bracket 1 b a usu triangular assemblage of members 
(e g beams) forming a rigid framework (e g in a roof or bndge) 2 a device 
worn to reduce a hernia by pressure 3 a compact flower or fruit cluster 
(e g of tomatoes) - trussing n 

'trust /trust/ n 1 confident belief in or reliance on (the ability, character, 
honesty, etc oO sby or sthg (staked on 2 financial credit 3a a property 

interest neld by one person for the benefit of another b a combination of 
companies formed by a legal agreement 4a a charge or duty imposed in 
faith or as a condition of some relationship b responsible charge or office 
<in a position of ->- > c care, custody ichdd committed to his ^ > [ME, 
prob of Scand ongin; akin to ON traust trust, akin to OE treowe faithful 
- more at true] - trustful adj, trustfully adv - in trust in the care or 
possession of a trustee 

’trust VI 1 to place confidence, depend < ^ in GocT) 2 to be confident, 
hope <wc7/ see you soon. I ^vt la to place in sby's care or keeping 
b to permit to do or be without fear or misgiving <wo/i’r ^ it out of his 
sighty 2a to place confidence in, rely on - also used ironically < him 
to arrive lately b to expect or hope, esp confidently </ you are well'^ 
3 to extend credit to - trustable adj, trusting adj, trustingly adv 
trust .company n a company that functions as a corporate and personal 
trustee and usu also engages in the normal activities of a commercial 
bank 

trustee Aru'stee/ n 1 a country charged with the supervision of a trust 
temtory 2a a natural or legal person appointed to administer property 
in trust for a beneficiary b any of a body of people administenng the 
affairs of a company or institution and occupying a position of trust - 

trusteeship n 

trust .territory n a non-self-goveming territory placed under an admin- 
istrative authonty by the United Nations 
'trustworthy /-.wuhdhi/ adj dependable, reliable - trustworthily adv, 
trustwortbiscss n 

'trusty /'trust!/ adj trustworthy - trustily adv, trustiness n 
’trusty u a trusted person; specif a convict considered trustworthy and 
allowed special pnvileges 

truth Aroohth/ n, pi truths /troohdhz, troohths/ 1 smeenty, honesty 
2i(l) the state or quality of being true or factual (there's in what she 
saysy (2) reality, actuality (^ is stranger than fictiony (3) often cap a 
transcendent (e g spintual) reality b a judgment, proposition, idea, or 
body of statements that is (accepted as) true (scientific ^ s> 3 conformity 
to an onginal or to a standard [ME trouthe, fr OE treowth fidehty; akin 
to OE treowe faithful - more at true] - truthfbl adj, truthhiUy adv, 
tmthftiliicss n 

truth .table n a table that shows whether a compound statement is true 
or false in formal logic for each combination of truth-values of its 
component statements 

truth-, value n the truth or falsity of a (logical) statement 


'try Ane/ vt la to investigate judicially b to conduct the tnal of 2a(l) 
to test by experiment or trial - often + out (2) to investigate the state, 
capabilities, or potential of, esp for a particular purpose the shop next 
door) b to subject to sthg that tests the patience or endurance 3 to melt 
down and obtain in a pure state ~ usu + out <-> out whale oil from 
blubbery 4 to make an attempt at vi to make an attempt [ME trien, 
fr AF trier, fr OF, to pick out, sift, prob fr LL tntare to rub to pieces, 
fr tntus, pp of terere to rub - more at i hrow] - try for size to test for 
appropriateness or fittingness - try one's hand to make an attempt for the 
first time 

’try n 1 an experimental tnal, an attempt 2 a score in rugby that is made 
by touching down the ball behind the opponent’s goal line and that entitles 
the sconng side to attempt a kick al the goal for additional points 
trying /'tneing/ adj irritating, annoying, or demanding - tryingly 
adv 

try on vt 1 to put on (a garment) m order to examine the fit or appearance 
2 Br to attempt to impose on sby (don't go trying anything on with me, 
matey - infml ■ try-on /'-,-/ n 

tryout /'tne.owt/ n an expenmental performance or demonstration, 
specif a test of the ability of sby (e g an actor or athlete) or sthg to meet 
requirements 

trypanosome /tn'paiu.sohm, 'tnp^na.sohm, trie-/ n any of a genus of 
parasitic protozoans that infest the blixd of various vertebrates including 
human beings and some types of which cause sleeping sickness [NL 
Trypanosoma, genus name, fr Gk trypanon auger ^ NL -soma -some - 
more at trepan] 

trypanosomiasis /.tnpanasa'mie asis, tn.pana*. tne-/ n infection with 
or disease caused by trypanosomes [NL] 
trypsin /'tnpsm/ n (any of several enzymes similar to) an enzyme from 
pancreatic juice that breaks down protein m an alkaline medium [Gk 
tryein to wear down * ISV -psin (as in pepsin), akin to L terere to rub 
- more at ihrow] - tryptic /-tik/ adj 
tryptamine /'tnpta.meen/ n (any of various hallucinogenic substances 
derived from) a denvativc of tryptophan [/rypTophan v amine] 
tryptophan /'tnptd.fan/, tryptophane /-.fayn/ n an amino acid that is 
widely distnbiited in proteins and is essential to animal life [ISV tryptu. 
+ -<> + -phane] 

trysail /'tnc.sayl, 'tncsl/ n a small fore-and-aft ^1 used esp as a storm 
sail [obs at try (lying to)] 

'try .square Ane/ n an L-shaped instrument used for marking out nght 
# angles and testing whether work (eg bnekwork or carpentry) is 
square 

'tryst Anst, tnest/ n 1 an agreement, esp by lovers, to meet 2 an 
appointed meeting or meeting place USE poetic [ME, fr OF tnste watch 
post, prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON traust trust] 

’tryst VI, chiefly Scot to make a tryst - poetic 
tsar, czar, tzar /zah/ u 1 a male ruler of Russia before 1917 2 one having 
great power or authonty [Russ tsar', fr Goth kaisar, fr Gk or I,, Gk, fr 
L Caesar - more at caksar] - tsarism n, tsarist n or adj 
tsarevitch, tsarevich /'zahravich/ n the (eldest) son of the Russian tsar 
[Russ tsarevich, fr tsai' ♦ -evich, patronymic suffix] 
tsarina /zah’recna/ n the wife of a tsar [prob modif of G /ann, fr zar 
tsar, fr Russ tsaf] 

tsaritza /zah'ntsa/ n a Isanna [Russ tsantsa, fern of /sar’] 
tsetse /'tetsi, 'tsetsi/, 'tsetse .fly n, pi tsetse, tsetses any of several 
two-winged flies that occur in Afnca south of the Sahara desert and 
transmit diseases, esp sleeping sickness, by bites [Afnk, fr Tswana 

'T-,shirt /tee^n a collarless upper garment of light stretchy fabnc for 
casual wear garment [fr its being shaped like a T] 

'T .square n a ruler with a crosspiece or head at 1 end used in making 
'parallel lines 

tsunami Asoo'nahmi/ n a great sea wave produced by underwater earth 
movement or volcanic eruption [Jap] - tsunadlic adj 
Tswana /ch'wahna, 'swahna, 'tswahna/ n, pi Tiwanas, esp collectively 
Tswana a member, or the Bantu language, of a group of peoples dwelling 
between the Orange and Zambezi nvers 

Tuareg /'twahreg/ n, pi Tuaregs, esp collectively Tuareg a member of a 
nomadic people chiefly inhabiting the central and W Sahara [Ar Tawa- 
nq] 

tuatara /.tooh a'tahra/ n a large spiny reptile living on islands off the 
coast of New Zealand [Maon tuatara] 

'tub /tub/ n la any of vanous wide low often round vessels typically made 
of wood, metal, or plastic, and used industnally or domesucally (e g for 
washing clothes or holding soil for shrubs) b a small round (plastic) 
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container in which cream, ice cream, etc may be bought 2 rai h 2b 3 an 
old or slow boat ~ infml [ME tubhe, fr MD; akin to MLG rubhe tub] 
tubful /} 

‘tub vb -bb> to wash or bath in a tub 

tuba /'tyoohba/ n a large brass instrument having valves, a conical tube, 
a cup-shaped mouthpiece, and a usual range an octave lower than that of 
the euphonium [It, fr L, trumpet] 
tubal /'tyoohbl/ ndj of or involving a (fallopian) tube 
tubby /'tubi/ adj podgy, fat [tub + '-y] - tubbiness n 
tube /tyoohb/ /i la a hollow elongated cylinder, esp one to convey fluids 
b a slender channel within a plant or animal body 2 any of various iisu 
cylindncal structures or devices- e g a a small cylindncal container of soft 
metal or plastic sealed at one end, and fitted with a cap at the other, from 
which a paste is dispensed by squeezing b test lUBfc c the basically 
cylindncal section between the mouthpiece and bell of a wind instrument 
3 ELECTRON TURF, spccif, chicHy NAm a thermionic valve 4 Br (a tram 
running in) an underground railway running through deep bored tunnels 
5 chiefly Austr a can of beer - infml [F, fr L tubus, akin to L tuba 
trumpet] - tubelike adj 

tube foot n any of the small flexible tubular parts of starfish and some 
other echinoderms that are used esp in locomotion and grasping 
'tubeless Ahs/ adj being a pneumatic tyre that does not depend on an 
inner tube to be airtight [rUHL ^ -i f.ss] 
tuber /'tyoohba/ n (a root resembling) a short fleshy usu underground 
stem (eg a potato) that is potentially able to produce a new plant - 
compare Rui b, corm [L. lump, tuber, truffle, akin to L tumcre to swell 

- more at thi/mii] - tuberous adj 

tubercle /'tyoohb-a.kl/ n 1 a small knobby prominence, esp on a plant 
or animal 2 a Aiiiall abnoiniul lump in an organ or in the skin; esp one 
characteristic of tuberculosis [L tuberculum, dim of tuber] - tubercled 
adj, tuberculate /tyooh'buhkyoobt, -layl/ also tuberculated /-.laytid/ 
ad) 

tubercle bacillus n the bacterium that causes tuberculosis 
tubercular /tyoo'buhkyixib/ adf 1 of. resembling, or being a tubercle 
2 tuberculous » tubercularly adv 

tuberculin Ayoo'buhkyoolin/ n a sterile liquid extracted from the 
tubercle bacillus and used in the diagnosis of tuberculosis, esp in humans 
and cattle [ISV] 

tu'berculin .test n a test for hypersensitivity to tuberculin as an 
indication of past or present tubercular infection 
tuberculosis /tyoo.buhkyoo'lohsis, t.?-/ n a senous infectious disease of 
human beings and other vertebrates caused by the tubercle bacillus and 
characterized by fever and the formation of abnormal lumps in the body 
[NL] - tuberculoid Aloyd/ adj 

tuberculous /tyiw'buhkyoobs, ta-/ adj 1 of, being, or affected with 
tuberculosis <a ^ prc>ccss^ 2 caused by or resulting from the presence 
or pnxlucts of the tubercle bacillus pentonitis) - tuberculously 
adv 

tuberose Atyoohborohs/ n a bulbous Mexican plant of the daffodil 
family cultivated for its spike of fragrant white single or double flowers 
[NL tuberosa, specific epithet, fr L, fern of tuberosus tuberous, fr 
tuber] 

tubicolous /tyoo'bikalas/ adj, of an annelid worm living in a 
self-constructed tube-shaped case or cover [L tubus tube E -cofous] 
tubifex Atyoohbifeks/ n, pi tubifex, tubifexes any of a genus of slender 
reddish worms that live in self-constructed tube-shaped cases in fresh or 
brackish water and are widely used as food for aquanum fish [NL 
Tubific-, Tubifex, genus name, fr L tubus tube » facerc to make - more 
at 'do] 

tubing /'tyoohbing/ n 1 (a length oO matenal in the form of a tube 2 
a senes or system of tubes 

tubocurarine /.tyoohbohkyoo'rahnn, -reen/ n an alkaloid that is 
obtained chiefly from the bark and stems of a S American climbing plant 
and constitutes the chief active constituent of curare [ISV tubo- (fr L 
tubus tube) ♦ curare i -we; fr its being shipped in sections of hollow 
bamboo] 

tub-thumper /tub .thumpa/ n an impassioned or ranting public speaker 

- tub-thumping n or adj 

tubular /tyoohbyoob/ also tubulous Alas/ adj t having the form of or 
consisting of a tube <a calyxy 2 made of or fitted with tubes or 
tube-shaped pieces ^ tubularly adv, tubularity /-'larati/ n 
tubula /tyoohbyoohl/ n a small tube; esp a slender tubular anatomical 
structure [L tubulus, dim. of tubus] 

'tuck /tuk/ vt la to draw into a fold or folded position b to make a tuck 
or series of tucks in 2 to place in a snug often concealed or isolated spot 


Kcottage -ed away in the hills) 3a to push in the loose end or ends of 
so as to make secure or tidy b to cover snugly by tucking in bedclothes 
cd up in bed) 4 to eat - usu + away -- vi to eat heartily - usu ^ in 
or into USE (vt 4, vi) infml [ME tuken to pull up sharply, scold, fr OE 
tucian to ill-treat, akin to OE togian to pull - more at 'tow] 

*tuck n 1 a (narrow) fold stitched into cloth to shorten, decorate, or reduce 
fullness 2 the part of a vessel where the ends of the lower planks meet 
under the stern 3 (an act of) tucking 4 a body position (e g in diving) in 
which the knees are bent, the thighs drawn tightly to the chest, and the 
hands clasped round the shins 5 Br food, esp chocolate, pastnes, etc, as 
eaten by schoolchildren (a ~ shop) - infml 
'tucker /tuka/ n. Austr A NZ food (a ^ bag) - infml ['tuck 
^ '-lr] 

’tucker vt. chiefly NAm to exhaust - often + out [obs tuck (to scold) ^ 
-er (as in ^batter)] 

tucket /tukit/ n, archaic a fanfare on a trumpet [prob fr obs tuk (to beat 
the drum, sound the trumpet), fr ME tukken, fr ONF toquer to touch, 
stnkc, fr (assumed) VL toccare - more at loucuj 
'tuck-, in n, chiefly Br a hearty meal - infml 

-tude /-tyotihd, -choohd/ suffix ( - n) -ness (pleninxde) (^altitude) [MF 
or L, MF, fr L -tudm-, -tudo] 

Tudor /tyoohda/ adj 1 of the English royal house that ruled from 1485 
to 1603 2 (characteristic) of the Tudor period [Henry Tudor (Henry VII 
of England) tlS09] - Tudor n ^ 

T uesday /'tyoohzday, -di/ n the day of the week following Monday 
sYMiKU [ME tiwesday, fr OE tmesdseg-, akin to OHG ziostag Tuesday, 
both fr a prchtsionc WGmc-NGmc compound whose components arc 
represented by OE Tiw, god of war k by OE daeg day - more at deity] 

- Tuesdays adv 

tufa /tyoohfa/ n a porous rock formed as a deposit by spnngs [It tufo, 
fr L lopAus] - tufaceous /tyooh'fayshas/ adj 
tuff /tuf/ 17 a rock composed of volcanic ash (fused by heat) [MF tuf, fr 
01 1 tufo tufa] - tuffaceous /tu'fayshas/ adj 
tuffet /tufit/ n 1 TUFF la 2 a low seat [alter of ’ru/I] 

'tuft /tuft/ n ta a small cluster of long flexible hairs, feathers, grasses, etc 
attached or close together at the base b a bunch of soft fluffy threads cut 
off short and used for ornament 2 a clump, cluster [ME, modif of MF 
tufe] tufted adj, tufty adj 

’tuft vt 1 to adorn with a tuft or tufts 2 to make (e g a mattress) firm by 
stitching at intervals and sewing on tufts 
'tug /tug/ vb -gg- to pull hard (at) [ME tuggen, akin to OE togian to pull 
- more at ‘tow] 

’tug n la a nard pull or jerk b a strong pulling force (^felt the of the 

past) 2 a struggle between 2 people or opposite forces 3a tug, tu^MNit 
a strongly built powerful boat used for towing or pushing large ships (e g 
in and out of dock) b an aircraft that tows a glider 
.tug-of-'war n, pi tugs-of-war 1 a struggle for supremacy 2 a contest in 
which teams pulling at opposite ends of a rope attempt to pull each other 
across a line marked between jhem 

tugrik, tugric /'toohgnk/ n Mongolia at nationai ity [Mongolian 
dughunk, lit , round thing, wheel] 

tuition /tyooh'ish(3)n/ n teaching, instruction [ME tuiaoun protection, 
fr OF tuicion, fr L tuition-, tuitio, fr tuitus, pp of tuen to look at, look 
after] - tuitional ad) 

tularaemia, NAm tularemia /.toohb'reemya, -mi-a/ n an infectious 
disease of rodents, human beings, and some domestic animals that is 
caused by a bacterium and is transmitted esp by the bites of insects [NL, 
fr Tulare County, distnct of California, USA, where it was first dis- 
covered] - tularaemic /-'reemik/ adj 

tulip /tyoohlip/ n (the flower oO any of a genus of Eurasian bulbous 
plants of the lily family widely grown for their showy flowers [NL tulipa, 
fr Turk tulbend turban, fr Per dulband] 

'tulip .tree n a tall N Amencan tree of the magnolia family with large 
tulip-shaped flowers and soft white wood used esp for cabinetwork and 
wooden utensils, broadly any of various trees with tulip-shaped 
flowers 

'tulip,wood /-.wood/ n the wood of the N Amencan tulip tree; white- 
wood 

tulle /t(y)oohl/ n a sheer, often silk, net used chiefly for v«ls and dresses 
[F, fr Tulle, city in France] 

turn /turn/ n stomach lb - infml [short for tummy] 

'tumble /tumbi/ vb tumbling /tumbling, 'tumbl-ing/ vi la to perform 
gymnastic feats in tumbling b to turn end over end in falling or flight 2a 
to fall suddenly and helplessly b to suffer a sudden overthrow or defeat 
c to decline suddenly and sharply <rhe stock market -^d) 3 to roll over 
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and over, to and fro, or around 4 to move hurriedly and confusedly d 
into his clothesy 5 to realize suddenly - often + to\ infml vf 1 to cause 
to tumble (e g by pushing) 2 to rumple, disorder 3 to whirl in a tumbler 
(e g in drying clothes) [ME tumblen, freq of tumbcn to dance, fr OE 
tumbian\ akin to OHG turnon to reel, ON tumba to tumble] 

’tumble n 1 a confused heap 2 an act of tumbling, specif a fall (took a 
nasty 

'tumble.down /-.down/ adj dilapidated, ramshackle 
.tumble*'drier /'dne-aA tumbler-drier /tumbb/ n a machine consisting 
of a rotating heated drum in which wet laundry is dried - 
tumblenlry vb 

tumbler Aumbb/ n la an acrobat b any of various domestic pigeons 
that tumble or somersault backwards in flight or on the ground 2 a 
rebtively large dnnking glass without a foot, stem, or handle 3a a 
movable obstruction (e g a lever, wheel, or pin) in a lock that must be 
adjusted to a particular position (e g by a key) before the bolt can be 
moved b a lever that when released by the tngger forces the hammer of 
a firearm forwards 4a a tumble-dncr b a revolving drum, often lined with 
abrasive matenal, in which gemstones, castings, etc are polished by 
fnction ['TUMBLE f ’-er] - tumblerftil n 

tumbleweed Atumblweed/ n a plant that breaks away from its roots 
in the autumn and is blown about by the wind 
tumbling Aumbling, ‘tumbl-ing/ n the skill, practice, or sport of 
executing gymnastic feats without the use of apparatus 
tumbrel, tumbril Atumbral/ /i 1 a farm cart that can be tipped to empty 
the contents 2 a vehicle used to carry condemned people to a place of 
execution during the French Revolution [ME tombref fr OF tumberel 
tipcart, fr tomber to tumble, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG tumon to reel 
- more at tumble] 

tumefaction /,tyoohmi'faksh( 3 )n/ n 1 swelhng or becoming tumorous 
2 SWELLING 1 [MF, fr L tumefactus, pp of tumefacere to cause to swell, 
fr tumere to swell + facere to make, do -- more at iiiuMii, 'do] 
tumescent /tyooh'me$(a)nt/ adj somewhat swollen, esp, of the penis or 
clitoris engorged with blood in response to sexual stimulation [L 
tumescent tumescens, prp of tumescere to swell up, fr tumere] - 
tumescence n 

tumid Ayoohmid/ adj 1 esp of body parts swollen, protuberant, oi 
distended 2 bombastic, turgid [L tumidus, fr tumere] - tumidly adv, 
tumidity A'middti/ n 

tummy Aumi/ n stomach lb - infml [baby-talk] 
tumour, NAm chiefly tumor /'tyoohma/ n an abnormal mass of tissue 
that arises without obvious cause from cells of eJustmg tissue and 
possesses no physiological function [L tumor, fr tumere] - tumorous 
adj 

tumult Atyoohmult/ n la commotion, uproar (e g of a crowd) b a 
turbulent upnsing; a riot 2 violent mental or emotional agitation [ME 
tumulte, fr MF, fr L tumultus, akin to Skt tumula noisy, L tumere to 
swell] 

tumultuous /tyooh'multyoo-as, -choo-os/ adj 1 marked by commotion, 
notous 2 marked by violent turbulence or upheaval passions} - 
tumultuously adv, tumultuousness n 

tumulus Ayoohmyoolas/ n. pi tumuli /-he/ an ancient grave; a barrow 
[L; akin to L tumere to swell - more at thumb] 
tun /tun/ n 1 a large cask, esp for wine 2 any of vanous units of liquid 
capacity of about 9001 [ME tunne, fr OE] 

*tuna Ayoohna/ n (the edible fruit oO any of various pnckly pears [$p. 
fr Taino] 

’tuna If, pi tans, esp for different types tunas 1 any of numerous large 
vigorous food and sport fishes related to the mackerels 2 tuna, 'tuna .fish 
the flesh of a tuna, often canned for use as food [AmerSp, alter, of $p 
atdn, modif of Ar tun, fr L thunnus, fr Gk thynnos] 
tundra Atundra/ n a level or undulating treeless plain with a permanently 
frozen subsoil that is charactenstic of arctic and subarctic regions 
PLANT [Russ, of Finno-Ugric ongin; akin to Lapp tundar hill] 

*tuna /tyoohn/ n la a pleasing succession of musical notes; a melody b 
f/ie dominant tune in a musical composition 2 correct musical pitch (with 
another instrument, voice, etc) 3a accord, harmony (in with the 
times} b general attitude; approach (soon changed hts '^} 4 amount, 
extent - chiefly in to the tune of USE {2A3a) chiefly in in/out of tune 
[ME, alter of tone] 

*tun« vi 1 to bnng a musical instrument or instruments into tune, esp with 
a standard pitch > usu -f up 2 to become attuned 3 to adjust a receiver 
for the reception of a particular broadcast or station - -i in or to in 
again next week} vr 1 to adjust the musical pitch of; esp to cause to 
be in tune 2a to bring into harmony; attune b to adjust for optimum 


performance - often 4 up ('^d up the engine} 3 to adjust (a radio or 
television receiver) to respond to signals of a particular frequency - often 
4 in ■ tunable, tuneable adj, tuner n 
,tuned-'in adj informed about and responsive to current trends, opinions, 
etc - infml 

tuneful /'tyoohnf(a)l/ adj melodious, musical - tunefully adv, tuneful- 
ness n 

'tuneless /-lis/ adj without an intended or recognizable melody; not 
tuneful - tunelessly adv, tunelessness n 
tune out vt to adjust a receiving set to avoid the reception of <tuncd out 
the heterodyne whistle} 

tung /tung/, 'tung .tree n a Chinese tree of the spurge family whose seeds 
yield an oil used in paints and varnishes [Cbm (Pek) t’unff] 
tungst- also tungsto- comb form tungsten < tungstate) <tungstic> [ISV, 
fr tungsten] 

tungsten /'tungstan/ n a hard polyvalent metallic element with a high 
melting pom^that is used esp for elecincal purposes and in hard alloys 
(eg steel) — ^ pfriodic iaiul [Sw, fr tung heavy ^ sten stone] 
Tungus /'toong gooh/, 'tun-/ n, pi Tunguscs, esp collectively Tungus a 
tnember, or the I'ungusic languages, of a Mongoloid people of E Sibena 
lANOUAGl [Russ] 

Tungusic /toong'goohzik, tun-/ aJj or n (oO a subfamily of Altaic 
languages of Manchuna and E Sibena 
tunic /'lyoohnik/ n 1 a simple (hip- or knee-length) slip-on garment usu 
belted or gathered at the waist 2 an enclosing or covenng membrane or 
tissue (the ^ of a seed} 3 a closc-fitt mg jacket with a high collar worn 
esp as part of a uniform <a soldtcr’s - ) [L tunica, of Sem ongin. akin 
to Heb kuttoneth coat] 

'tunicate /'tyoohnikdt, -kayt/ adj la having or covered with an enclosing 
or lining membrane b having, arranged in, or made up of concent nc 
layers (a ^ hulhy 2 of the tunicales [L tunicatus, fr tunica] 
’tunicate n any of a major group of marine chordate animals with a 
simple nervous system and a thick covering layer, si a s<;i;iri [NL 
Tunicata, group name, fr ncut pi of L tunicatus tunicate] 
tunicle /'tyoohnikl/ n u short vc^stment worn by a subdeacon over the alb 
during mass —T garment [ME, tr L tunicula, dim of tunica] 
'tuning .fork /'tycxihnmg/ n a 2 -prongcd metal implement that givc*s a 
fixed tone when struck and is useful for tuning inqgical instruments and 
setting pitches for singing 

'tunnel /'tunl/ n 1 a hollow conduit or recess (e g for a propeller shaft) 
* 2 a a man-made honzontal passageway through or under an obstruction 
b a subterranean passage (eg in a mine) [ME tonel rube-shaped net. fr 
MF, tun, fr OF, fr tonne tun, fr MI. tunna, of Celt ongin, akin to Mir 
form skin, hide, akin to L londere to shear - more at loMi] 

’tunnel vb -II- {NAm -I-, -1I-), /'lunl ing/ vt 1 to make a passage through 
or under 2 to make (e g one’s way) by excavating a tunnel ^vi I to make 
or pass through a tunnel 2 to pass through an electnc potential barrier 
(electrons — ling through an insulator between semiconductors} 
tunnel vision n a condition m which the edges of the visual field arc lost, 
leaving good vi.sion only straight ahead 
tunny /'turn/ n, p! tunnies, esp collectively tunny ’tuna [modif of MF 
thon or Olt tonno, both fr OProv ton. fr L thunnus, fr Uk thynnos] 
'tup /tup/ n 1 the heavy metal head of a steam hammer, pile dnver. etc 
2 chiefly Br ram 1 [ME tupe ram] 

’tup vt -pp- chiefly Br, of a ram to copulate with (a ewe) 
tupelo Ayoohpaloh/ n. pi tupelos (the pale soft wood oO any of a genus 
of mostly N Amencan trees of the dogwood family [Creek ito opilwa 
swamp tree] 

Tupi /tooh'pee/ n, pi Tupis, esp collectively Tupl (the language 9 ^ a 
member of a group of peoples inhabiting esp tbc Amazon valley 

I ANOUAOF 

Tijpian /'tooh.pcc-an, -'-/ adj 1 of or being the Tupi 2 
Tupi’Guaranian 

Tupi-Quaranian /.toohpee .gwahra'nee-an. tooh'pee/ adj or n (oQ a 
language stock of tropical S America 

tuppence /'tup( 3 )ns/ n (a) twopence - tuppeany /'tup( 3 )ni/ adj 
Turanian /tyoo'raynyan, -m an/ n or adj (a member of any) of the 
peoples of Ural-Altaic stock [Per Turan Turkestan, the region north of 
the Amu Darya (Oxus) River] 

turban Atubbon/ n (a headdress, esp for a lady, resembling) a headdress 
worn esp by Muslims and Sikhs and made of a long cloth wound round 
a cap or directly round the head garment [MF turbant, fr It 
turbante, fr Turk liilbend, fr Per dulband] - tnrbaned, turbanned adj 
turbellarlan /.tuhbi'lean-an/ adj or n (of or being) any of a class of 
mostly aquatic and free-living flatworms [denv of L turbellae (pi) bustle. 
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stir, dim. of turba confusion, crowd; fr the tiny eddies created in water 
by the cilia] 

turbid /'tuhbid/ adj la opaque (as if) with disturbed sediment; cloudy 
b thick with smoke or mist 2 (mentally or emotionally) confused [L 
turbidus confused, turbid, fr turba confusion, crowd, akin to OHG 
dweran to stir, L turbare to throw into disorder, disturb, Gk tyrbe 
confusion] - turbldly adv, turbfdneas, turbidity /-'bitati/ n 
turbinate /tubbinat. -.nayt/ adj 1 shaped like a top or an inverted cone 
<a ^ seed capsule^ 2 of or being any of several thin bony or cartilaginous 
plates on the walls of the nasal passages [L turbmatus, fr turbin-, 
turbo] 

turbine /'tuhbien/ n a rotary engine whose central driving shaft is fitted 
with vanes whirled round by the pressure of water, steam, exhaust gases, 
etc CAR, FNERuY, FLIGHT [F, fr L tufbin-, turbo top, whirlwind, 
whirl, akin to L turbare to disturb] 

turbo- /tuhboh-/ comb form consisting of, incorporating, or dnven by a 
turbine <turbq/ef engine} (^turbocharger} [turbine] 
turbocharger /'tuhboh, chahja/ n a supercharger, esp for a car engine, 
dnven by exhaust gas turbines car - turbocharge vr 
turbofan Auhboh.fan/ njja jet engine with) an extra large fan in front 
of the mam compressor f i ight 

'turbo.jet /-jet/ n (an aircraft powered by) a turbojet engine 
turbojet engine n a jet engine in which a compressor dnven by power 
from a turbine supplies compressed air to the combustion chamber and 
in which thrust is denved from the rearward explosion of hot gases 

FLIGHT 

'turbo, prop /-.prop/ n (an aircraft powered by) an engine that has a 
turbinC'dnven propeller for providing the mam thrust 
turbot /‘tuhbgt/ n. turbot, esp for different types turbots a large 
European flatfish that is a highly valued food fish [ME, fr OF tour- 
bot] 

turbulence /'tuhbyoolans/n 1 wild commotion or agitation 2 irregular 
atmosphenc motion, esp when charactenred by strong currents of nsing 
and falling air 3 the formation^^ disturbances that interfere with the 
smooth flow of a liquid or gas C ^ flight 

turbulent Auhbyoolant/ adj 1 causing unrest, violence, or disturbance 
(a ^ crowd} 2 agitated, stormy, or tempestuous <- water} (a ^ 
childhood} 3 exhibiting physical turbulence [L turbulentus, fr turba 
confusion, crowd] - turbulently adv 

turbulent flow n a fluid flow m which the velocity at a given point 
vanes erratically m magnitude and direction - compare laminar 

FLOW 

Turco-, Turko- /tuhkoh-/ comb form 1 Turkic; Turk <Turcop/i//e > 2 
Turkish and (Turco-Greek} [Turco- fr ML Turcus Turk, Turko- fr 
Turk] 

turd /tuhd/ n 1 a piece of excrement 2 a despicable person USE vulg 
[ME tord, turd, fr OE tord\ akin to MD tort dung. OE reran to tear - more 
at ’tear] 

tureen /tyoo'rccn, ta-/ n a deep (covered) dish from which a food, esp 
soup, IS served at table [F temne, fr MF, fr fern of ternn of earth, fr 
(assumed) VL temnus, fr L terra earth - more at terrace] 

*turf /tuhf/ n, pi turfs, tunres /tuhvz/ 1 (a piece of or an artificial 
substitute for) the upper layer of soil bound by grass and plant roots into 
a thick mat 2 (a piece of dned) peat 3 the sport or business of horse racing 
or the course on which horse races are run [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG 
zurba turf. Skt darbha tuft of grass] - turfy adj 
*turf vt to cover with turf 
'turf ac.countant n, Br a bookmaker 

'turfman /-man/ n, chiefly NAm a devotee of horse racing; esp one who 
owns and races horses 

turf out vt, chiefly Br to dismiss or throw out forcibly - mfml 
turgid /'tuhjid/ adj 1 distended, swollen, esp exhibiting excessive turgor 
2 in a pompous inflated style; laboured [L turgidus, fr turgere to be 
. swollen] - turgidly adv, turgidneia n, turgeacence /tuh'jes(a)ns/ n, tur- 
gescent adj, turgidlty /tuh'jidati/ n 

turgor /’tuhga/ n the normal state of firmness and tension in living 
(plant) cells [LL, turgidlty, swelling, fr L turgere] 

Turk /tuhk/ n 1 a member of any of a group of central Asian peoples 
speaking Turkic languages 2 a native or inhabiunt of Turkey 3 archaic 
a Muslim [ME, fr MF or Turk; MF Turc, fr ML or Turk; ML Turcus, 
fr Turk Turk] 

turkey /tubki/ n pi turkeys, esp collectively turkey (the flesh oO a large 
ong American bird that is farmed for its meat in most parts of the world 
[Turkey, country in W Asia and SE Europe; fr confiision with the guinea 
fowl, supposed to be imported from Turkish territory] 


'turkey .buzzard n a N American vulture 
Turkey red n alizarin [Turkey] 

Turk! /'tuhki/ adj 1 turkic 2 2 of any central Asian Turkic language 
[Per turki, fr lurk Turk, fr Turk Turk] - Turk! n 
Turkic Auhkik/ adj 1 of a branch of the Altaic language family 
including Turkish 2 of the peoples who speak Turkic languages - 
Turkic n 

^Turkish Auhkish/ adj 1 (charactenslic) of Turkey or the Turks 2 
TURKIC 1 

n’urkish n 1 the Turkic language of the Republic of Turkey 
LANGUAGE 2 Turkish, Turkish tobacco an aromatic tobacco grown 
chiefly in Turkey and Greece 

.T urkish 'bath n a steam bath fdllowed by a rubdown, maviage, and cold 
shower - compare sauna 

.Turkish 'coffee n a strong usu swretened coffee made from very finely 
ground beans 

.Turkish de'light n a jellylike confectum, usu cut iii cubes and dusted 
with sugar 

Turkmen /'tuhk, men/ n a Turkic language .f the area E of the Caspian 
Sea ^3“ 1 anguage [Per Turkmen, lurknun Turkoman] 

T urkoman /'tuhkaman/ n. pi Turkomans 1 a member of any of a group 
of peoples chiefly inhabiting central Asia 2 Turkmen [ML Turcoman- 
nus, fr Per Turkman, fr turkman resembling a 1 urk. fr Turk] 

.Turk's 'head n an ornamental turban-shaped knot 
turmeric /'tuhmank/ n 1 an E Indian plant of the gm^er family 2 the 
cleaned, boiled, dned, and usu powdered underground stem of the 
turmenc plant used as a colounng agent or condiment [mcHlif of MF rerre 
mente saffron, fr ML terra menta, lit , deserving or descrvrj earth] 
turmoil /’tuhmoyl/ n an extremely confused or agitated Mate [origin 
unknown] 

'turn /tuhn/ vt la to make rotate or revolve a wheef; b(l) cause 
to move through an arc of a circle <-* a key} (2) to alter the funav-ming 
of (as if) by turning a knob < ^ the oven to a higher temperature c to 
perform by rotating or revolving cartwheels} 2a to reverse the sijt-s 
or surfaces of so as to expose another side < ^ the page} e g (1) to dig 
or plough so as to bnng the lower soil to the surface (2) to renew (e g 
a garment) by reversing the matenal and resewing a collar} b to 
throw into disorder or confusion (everything topsy-tur\y} c to 
disturb the mental balance of, unsettle (a mind ^ ed bygnef} - compare 
TURN somfonf's hfad d to cause to change or reverse direction (-^cd 
his car in the street} ed his steps towards home} 3a to bend or change 
the course or outcome of < - the tide of history} b to go round or about 
<-cd rAe corner at full speed} c to reach or go beyond (e g an age or 
time) (he' j ist ^ed 21} 4a to direct, present, or point (e g the face) in 
a specified direction b to aim, train (cannon were ^ed on the troops} 
c to direct, induce, or influence in a specified direction, esp towards or 
away f» om sby or sihg - cd Am thoughts inwards} (-^ed the boy against 
his parents} d \oapp]y, devote (^ed his hand to plumbing} e(l)todnve, 
send <~ing hunters off his land}('^ed them out of their home} (2) to 
direct into or out of a receptacle (as lO by inverting the meat into a 
pot} (^cd the contents of her handbag out} 5a to make acid or sour b 
to cause to become by change, transform, convert (illness ed A/s hair 
white} (-- fKHinds into drachmas} 6a to give a rounded form to <«- the 
heel of a sock} (-^ing wood on a lathe} b to fashion elegantly or neatly 
(well ^ed ankles} (a knack for ^ing a phrase} 7 to fold, bend his 
collar up} 8 to gam in the course of business - esp in turn an honest penny 
VI la to (appear to) move round (as if) on an axis or through an arc 
of a circle (f tossed and ^ed all night} b(l) to become giddy or dizzy 
(2) of the stomach to feel nauseated c to centre or hinge on sthg (the 
argument s on this point} 2a to direct one’s course (didn 't know which 
way to ^} b(l) to change or reverse direction (the main road ^ s sharply 
to the nght} (his luck ed> (2) to become reversed or inverted 3a to 
change position so as to face another way (they - ed ro stare at him} (he 
--ed away and refused to look} b to change one’s attitude to one of 
hostility (the worm will ed against his parents} e to make a 

sudden violent physical or verbal assault - usu + on or upon (she ed 
on him with ferocity} 4a to direct one’s attention, elTorts, or interests to 
or away from sby or sthg (--ed to studying law} (^ to chapter 4} b to 
have recourse; resort <'^ ed fo a fnend for help} 5a to become changed, 
altered, or transformed, e g (1) to change colour (the leaves have ^ed> 
(2) to become acid or sour (the milk Aad - cd> b to become by change 
(wafer had ^ed fo ice}(^ traitor} 6 to become folded or bent [ME 
tumen; partly fr OE tyman, tumian to turn, fr ML tornare, fr L. to turn 
on a lathe, fr tomus lathe, fr Gk tomos\ partly fr OF tomer, toumer to 
turn, fr ML tornare-, akin to L terere to rub - more at throw] - tunable 
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- turn I blind eye to refuse to see; be oblivious - turn a deaf ear to 
refuse to listen - turn a hair to show any reaction (e g of surpnse or alarm) 
<did not turn a hair wbtn told of the savage murder - TL^ - turn back 
the clock to revert to an earlier or past state or condition - turn colmir 
to change colour; esp to grow pale or red - turn in one*s grave to be 
disturbed at goings-on that would have shocked one when alive - said 
of a dead person (^Malthus would turn in his grave at your opinions} ~ 
turn King's/Queen's evidence Br, of an accomplice to testify for the 
prosecution in court - turn one’s back on to reject, deny <tumed his back 
on the pasty - turn one’s band to apply oneself; set lo work - turn 
someone’s head to cause sby to become infatuated or to harbour extrava- 
gant notions of conceit (success had not turned his head) - turn 
someone’s stomach 1 to disgust sby completely (that sort of conduct 
turns my stomach) 2 to sicken, nauseate (the foul smell turned his 
stomach) - turn tail to run away, flee - turn the other cheek to respond 
to injury or unkindness with patience, forgo retaliation - turn the 
scale/scales 1 to register a usu specified weight 2 to prove decisive (air 
support might just turn the scale) ~ turn the tables to bnng about a 
reversal of the relative conditions or fortunes of 2 contending parties ' 
turn turtle to capsize, overturn 

*turn n la a turning about a centre or axis, (a) rotation b any of various 
rotating or pivoting movements (in dancing) 2a a change or reversal of 
direction, stance, position, or course (illegal left ^ s> (an about ^ > b a 
deflection, deviation (the twists and of the story} c the place of a 
change in direction; a turning 3 a short trip out and back or round about 
(took a ^ through the park} 4 an act or deed of a specified kind (one 
good '» deserves another) 5a a place, time, or opportunity granted in 
succession or rotation (waiting his ^ in the queue) b a penod of duty, 
action, or activity c (the performer who gives) a short act or performance 
(e g in a variety show) 6 a musical ornament played on the principal note 
and the notes next above and below music 7a an alteration, change 
(an unusual ^ of events) (a -- for the better) b a point of change in time 
(the of the century) 8 a style of expression (an odd ^ of phrase) 9a 

the state or manner of being coiled or twisted b a single coil (e g of rope 
wound riund an object) 10 a bent, inclination (an optimistic of mind) 
111 a spell or attack of illness, faintness, etc b a nervous start or shock 
(gave me quite a ‘^) (ME. partly fr OF toum, tour lathe, circuit, turn 
(partly fr L tomus lathe, partly fr OF tomer, toumer to turn), partly fr 
ME tumen to turn] - at every turn on every occasion, constantly, 
continually - by turns one after another in regular succession - in turn 
in due order of succession, alternately - on the turn at the point of turning 
(tide IS on the turn) (milk is on the turn) - out of turn 1 not in due 
order of succession (play out of turn) 2 at a wrong time or place (spoke 
out of turn) - to a turn to perfection (roasted to a turn) - turn and turn 
about BY TURNS 

turnabout Auhna,bowt/ n a change or reversal of direction, trend, 
etc 

turn away vt to refuse admittance or acceptance to 
'turn.buckle A.bukl/ n a device that connects and pulls together the ends 
of a wire, stay, etc to make it taut 

'turn,coat /-.koht/ n one who switches to an opposing side or party, a 
traitor 

'turn.down /-.down/ adj worn turned down collar) 
turn down vt 1 to reduce the intensity, volume, etc of (as iQ by turning 
a control <tum the radio down) 2 to decline to accept; reject 
turner Auhna/ n one who forms articles on a lathe (' i urn + ’-er] - 

turnery n 

T urner'a .syndrome /tuhnaz/ n a genetically determined condition in 
women that is associated with the presence of only 1 X chromosome and 
no Y chromosome and that is charactenzed by a stocky physique with 
incomplete and infertile sex glands (Henry Hubert Turner b 1892 US 
physician] 

turn in vt 1 to deliver, hand over, esp to deliver up to an authonty 2 
to give, execute <turned in a good performance) ^ vi to go to bed - 
mfml 

turning /tuhning/ n 1 a place of turning, turning off, or turning back, 
esp on a road (take the third on the right) 2a a forming or being 
formed by use of a lathe b pi waste produced in turning sthg on a lathe 
3 the width of cloth that is folded under for a seam or hem 
'turning .point n a point at which a significant change occurs 
turnip Auhnip/ n (a plant of the mustard family with) a thick 
white-fleshed root eaten as a vegetable or fed to stock (prob fr 'turn ^ 
neep", fr the well-rounded root] 
tornkoy Auhn,kee/ n a prison warden 


'turn, off /-.of/ n I a turning off 2 a place where one turns off, esp a 
motorway junction 

turn off vt I to stop the flow or operation of (as lO by turning a control 
<tum the radio off) 2 to cause to lose (sexual) interest - infml vi to 
deviate from a straight course or from a main road (turned off into a side 
road) 

turn on vt l to cause to flow or operate (as lO by turning a control (turn 
the water on /u//> (turned on the charm') 2a to cause to undergo an 
intense often visionary cxpenence by taking a drug, broadly lo cause to 
get high b to excite or interest pleasurably and esp sexually - vi to 
become turned on USE (vt 2) mfml turn-on /’ --/ n 
'turn.out /-.owt/ n 1 a turning out 2 people in attendance (eg at a 
meeting) (a good — tonight) 3 manner of dress, get up 4 quantity of 
produce yielded 

turn out vt 1 to put (c g a horse) to pasture 2a to turn inside out b to 
empty the contents of, esp for cleaning 3 to produce often rapidly or 
regularly (as lO by machine 4 to equip or dress in a specified way (he was 
nicely turned out) 5 to pul out (esp a light) by turning a switch 6 to call 
(e g a guard) out from rest or shelter and into formation -^vi 1 to leave 
one's home for a meeting, public event, etc (voters turned out m droves) 
2 to prove to be ultimately (the play turned out to he a Hop? 3 lo get out 
of bed “ infml 

'turn.over /-,ohva/n 1 a small semicircular filled pastry made by folding 
half of the crust over the other half 2a the total sales revenue of a business 
b the ratio of sales to average stock for a stated peruxi 3 (the rate oO 
movement (e g of goods or people) into, through, and out of a place 
turn over vt 1 to cause (an intemal-combustion engine) to revolve and 
usu lo fire 2 to think over, meditate on 3 to deliver, surrender 4a to 
receive and dispose of (a stock of merchandise) b to do business to the 
amount of (turning over £1000 a week) ^ v/ 1 of an internal combustion 
engine lo revolve at low speed 2 of merchandise to be stiK'ked and 
dispo.sed of - turn over a new leaf lo make a th.inge for the better, esp 
in one’s way of living 

'turn, pike /-.pick/ n 1 chtcfly NAm a road on which a toll is payable 
2 archaic a lollgate [ME tuniepike revolving frame bearing spikes and 
serving as a barrier, fr tumen to turn t pike] 

'tgrn, round /-.rownd/ n (the time taken for) the arrival, unloading and 
loading, servicing, and departure of a ship, aircrj^, etc 
turn round vt to complete the processing of or w<^ on (can turn round 
a batch of 50 inside 2 hours) 

turnsole /-.sohl/ n any of several plants whose flowers or stems arc 
supposed to turn with the sun. esp a heliotrope [ME tumesole, fr Mf' 
toumcsol, fr Olt tomasole, fr tornare to turn (fr ML) t sole sun, fr L sol 
- more at 'solar] 

'turn.spit /-,spii/ n a small dog formerly used in a treadmill to luni a 
spit 

'turn.Stiie /-.slicl/ n a gate with arms pivoted on the lop that turns to 
admit 1 person at a time 

'turn.stone /-,stohii/ n any of various migratory wading birds resem- 
bling and the related to plovers and sandpipers [fr a habit of turning over 
stones to find food] 

'turn.tabie /-.taybl/ n 1 a circular platform for turning wheeled vehicles, 
esp railway engines 2 the platform on which a gramophone record is 
rotated while being played 
turn to VI to apply oneself to work 

'turn-,up n 1 chiefly Br a tumed-up hem, esp on a pair of trousers 2 an 
unexpected or surprising event - esp in tuni-up for the bcKik, mfml 
turn up vt I to find, discover 2 to increase the intensity, volume, etc of 
(as lO by turning a control (turn the sound up) v/ 1 to come to light 
unexpectedly 2 to appear, arrive 3 to happen or occur unexpectedly 4 
of a sailing vessel tack lb - turn up one’s nose to show scorn or 
disdain 

’turpentine Auhp9n,tien/ o la a yellow to brown semifluid oleoresin 
exuded from the terebinth tree b an oleoresio obtained from vanous 
conifers 2a an essential oil obtained from turpentines by distillation and 
used esp as a solvent and paint thinner b whi IB spirit [ME terbentyne. 
turpentyne, fr MF & ML; MF terbentine, tourbentine, fr ML terbentina, 
fr L terehinthina, fern of terebinthinus of terebinth, fr lerebinthus tere- 
binth, fr Gr terebinthos] 

’turpentine vt to apply turpentine to 

'turpentine .tree n a terebinth or other tree that yields turpentine 
turpitude /'tuhpityoohd/ n baseness, depravity (moral ^ ) [MF, fr L 
turpitude, fr turpis vile, base] 

turps /tuhps/ n pi but sing in constr turpentine [by shortening & 
alter.] 
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turquoise /'luhkwoys, -kwoy// n 1 a sky blue to greenish mineral 
consisting of a hydrated copper aluminium phosphate and used as a gem 
2 light greenish blue (ME tarkeis, turcas, fr MF turquoyse, fr fern of 
turquoys Turkish, fr OF, fr Turc Turk] 
tumt Aunt/ n 1 a little tower, often at the comer of a larger building 
^ ^ CHURCH 2 a rotatable holder (e g for a tool or die) in a lathe, 
milling machine, etc 3 a usu revolving armoured structure on warships, 
forts, tanks, aircraft, etc in which guns arc mounted (ME tourct, fr MF 
tortrte, touretc, fr OF, dim. of tor, tur tower - more at towfr] - turreted 
adj 

turtle /'tuhti/ n any of several manne reptiles of the same order as and 
similar to tortoises but adapted for swimming, broadly, NAm any of the 
land, freshwater, and sea reptiles of this order (prob modif of F tortuc, 
prob fr (assumed) VL lartanwa, fr LL tartarucha, fern of tartaruchus of 
Tartarus (the underworld), fr Gk tartarouchos, fr Tartaro\ Tartarus, fr 
an ancient notion that the turtle was an infernal creature] 

'turtle.dove /-,duv/ n any of several small wild pigeons noted for 
plaintive co<iing (ME turtle, turtiJ, fr OE turtia, fr L turtur, of imit 
ongin] 

'turtle.neck /-.nek/ n a high close-fitting neckline, esp of a sweater — 

OARMFNl 

turves /tuhvz/ pi of tuRi 

'Tuscan Ausk,-)!!/ n 1 a native or inhabitant or the Ilaliari language of 
Tuscany 2 the standard literary dialect of Italian [ME, fr L tuscanus, adj, 
Etruscan, fr Tusci Etruscans] 

ATuscan adj 1 (charactcnstic) of 1 uscany 2 of or being a Roman order 
of architecture that is a modification of the Greek Dune and is plain in 
style ..f‘ ARCHIIFCTURL 

tush /tush/ mtc.i used to express disdain or reproach (ME tussch] 
tusk /tusk/ vr or /I (to dig up or gash with) a long greatly enlarged tooth 
of an elephant, boar, walrus, etc, that projects when the mouth is closed 
and serves for digging fixxl or as a weapon (n ME, alter of tux, fr OE 
tux, akin to OE fuse long pointed tooth, vb fr n] - tusked adj, tusklike 
adf 

tusker Ausk.V n an animal with tusks, esp a male elephant with 2 large 
tusks 

tussah /'tusa/, tussore /'tusaw/ n (silk or silk fabne made from a 
brownish silk filament produced by) any of several onental silkworms that 
are larvae of satumiid moths (Hindi tasar] 
tussive /'tusiv/ adj of or involved in coughing - used tc'chnically (L 
tussis cough] 

'tussle /'tusl/ VI tussling /’lusling/ to struggle roughly, scuffle (ME 
tussillen, freq of MF -luscn. -tousen to tousle more at iousif] 
’tussle n a (physical) contest or struggle 

tussock /"tusok/ n u compact tuft of grass, sedge, etc (ongin unknown] 

- tussocky adi 

'tussock .grass n any of vanous grasses or sedges that typically grow 
in tussocks 

'tussock .moth n any of numerous dull-coloured or white moths whose 
larvae have long tufts or brushes of hair 
'tut /tut, or clicked t ( l ]/, tut-tut interj - used to express disapproval or 
impatience (ongin unknown] 

’tut, ,tut-'tut VI -tt- to express disapproval or impatience by uttenng ‘tut’ 
or ‘tut-tut’ 

tutelage /'tyoohtilij/ n 1 guardianship 2 the state or penod of being 
under a guardian or tutor 3 instruction, esp of an individual (L tutcia 
protection, guardian, fr tutus, pp of tuen to look at. guard] 
tutelary /'tyoohtibn/ also tutelar /-b/ adj 1 having the guardianship 
of sby or sthg <a ^ deity} 2 of a guardian 
'tutor /‘tyoohla/ n 1 a pnvate teacher 2 a Bntish university teacher who 
a gives instruction to students, esp individually b is in charge of the social 
and moral welfare of a group of students 3 Br an instruction book (ME. 
fr MF Sl L; MF fufeur, fr L tutor, fr tutus, pp of tuen] - tutorship n 
’tutor vt to teach or guide usu individually, coach vi to do the work of 
a tutor 

'tutorial /tyooh'tawn-al/ adj of or involving (individual tuition by) a tutor 

- tutorially adv 

’tutorial n a class conducted by a t^tor for I student or a small number 
of students 

tutti Aoohti/ n, adj, or adv (a passage or section to be) performed by all 
the performers (It, masc pi of tutto all, fr (assumed) VL tottus, fr L 
rori/s] 

tutti-frutti /.toohti ‘froohti/ n (a confection, esp an ice cream, contain- 
ing) a mixture of chopped, dned, or candied fruits [It tutti fruttt, lit , all 
fruits] 


tutu /'tooh.tooh/ n a very short projecting stiff skirt worn by a ballerina 
(F, fr (baby talk) cucu, tutu backside, alter of cul, fr L cuius] 
tu-whit tu-whoo Aa .wit ta 'wooh/ n the cry of a (tawny) owl 
(imit] 

tuxedo Auk'seedoh/ n, pi tuxedoa, tuxedoes NAm dinner jacket 
[Tuxedo Park, resort in New York] 

tuyere, tuyere /'twccyea {Fr tyijnr)/ n a nozile through which a blast 
of air is delivered to a forge or furnace (F tuyere, fr MF, fr tuyau 
pipe] 

TV /.tee 'vee/ n television (/elension] 
twa /twah/, twae /twaw/ n, adj, or pron, Scot two 
twaddle /'twodl/ VJ or n twaddling Awodl ing, 'twodling/ (to speak or 
write) rubbish or dnvcl (prob alter, of E dial, twattle (idle talk), perh 
alter of tattle] - twaddler n 

twain /twayn/ n, adj, or pron, archaic two (ME, fr OE twegen - more 
at I wo] 

'twang /twang/ n 1 a harsh quick nnging sound like that of a plucked 
bowstnng 2 nasal speech or resonance (imit] - twangy /'twang i/ adj 
’twang vi to speak or sound with a twang vr 1 to utter or cause to sound 
with a twang 2 to pluck the string of 
twat /two!/ n 1 the female genitals 2 Br an unpleasant or despicable 
person USE vulg [origin unknown] 

twayblade /’tway.blayd/ n any of several orchids having a single pair 
of opposite leaves on the stems [E dial tway (two)] 
tweak /tweek/ vb to pinch and pull with a sudden jerk and twist [ME 
twikken, fr OE twiccian to pluck - moic at 'i witch] - tweak n 
twee /twee/ adj excessively sentimental, pretty, or coy (prob baby-talk 
alter, of sweer] - tweenesa n 

tweed /tweed/ n 1 a rough woollen fabne made usu in twill weaves and 
used esp for suits and coats 2 p! tweed clothing, specif a tweed suit [alter 
of Sc twee! twill, fr ME twyll] 

Tweedledum and Tweedledee /tweedl,dum an twcedl'dce/ n 2 
individuals or groups that are practically indistinguishable [tweedle (to 
chirp) I dum (imit of a low musical note) & dee (imit of a high mu-sical 
note)] 

tweedy /’tweedi/ adj 1 of or resembling tweed 2a given to or associated 
with weanng tweeds b suggesting the outdoors in taste or habits, esp bnsk 
and healthy in manner - tweediness n 

tween /tween/ prep between - chiefly poetic (ME twene, short for 
betwene] 

tweet /tweet/ vt or n (to) chirp [imit] 

tweeter /'tweets/ n a small loudspeaker that responds mainly to the 
higher frequencies - compare wooflr 
tweezers /'tweezaz/ n pi, pi tweezers a small metal instrument that is 
usu held between thumb and forefinger, is used for plucking, holding, or 
manipulating, and consists of 2 prongs joined at 1 end [obs tweeze, n 
(etui), short for obs ctwee^^r pi of obs etwee, fr F etui] 
twelfth /twcKOlh/ n 1 -Ij" number 2 often cap, Br the twelfth of 
August on which the grouse-shooting season bcgin.s [ME twelfie, twelf- 
the, adj & n, fr OE twelfta, fr /we/f twelve -» -/a -ih] - twelfth adj or adv, 
twelfthly adj 

.twelfth 'man n the reserve member of a cncket team 
.Twelfth 'Night n the eve or evening of Epiphany [fr Epiphany being 
the 12th day after Chnstmas] 

twelve /twelv/ n 1 number 2 the twelfth in a set or senes 3 sthg 
having 12 parts or members or a denomination of 12 (ME, fr twelve, adj, 
fr OE twelf akin to OHG zwebf twelve, both fr a prehistonc Gmc 
compound whose first element is represented by OE twa two, & whose 
second by OE -leofan (in endleofan eleven) - more at rwo eleven] - 
twelve adj or pron, twelvefold /-.fohld/ adj or adv 
'twalve.month /-.munth/ n a year - archaic or poetic 
.twelve-'note adj twelve-tone 

.twelve-'tone adj of orbing senal music based on a tone-row 
twanty /’iwenti/ n 1 3^ number 2 pi the numbers 20 to 29; specif 
a range of temperature, ages, or dates in a century characterized by those 
numbers 3 sthg (e g a bank note) having a denomination of 20 [ME. fr 
twenty, adj, fr OE twentig, n, group of 20. fr twen- (akin to OE twa two) 
f -tig group of 10 - more at two. eighth ] - twcotieth /-ith/ adj or n, 
twenty adj or pron, twentyfold /-.fohld/ adj or adv 
,twenty-'one n 1 number 2 pontoon [(2) trans of F vmgt-et-un] 
- twenty-one adj or pron 

20/20 /.twenti 'twenti/ adj, of a person's vision normal (fr the assess- 
ment of normal vision as the ability to read characters at a disunce 
of 20ft] 

,twenty-'two n 1 1-/* number 2eitherof 2 lines across a rugby pitch 
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22in from each goal; also the area between such a line and a goal line - 
twenty'two adj or pron 

twerp also twirp /twuhp/ n a silly» insignificant, or contemptible person 

- infml [ongin unknown] 

Twi /ch'wee, twee, chee/ n a dialect of Akan, also a literary language 
based on this 

twi- /twie-/ prefix, archaic two. double; doubly; twice <twi- 
headedy (^mbilb [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG zwi- twi-. L bi-, Gk di-, OE 
twa two] 

twice /twies/ adv 1 on 2 occasions < -w-a week) 2 two times.in doubled 
quantity or degree <-^ 2 k 4><^ as much^ [ME twiges, twies, fr OE 
twigai akin to OE fw/-] 

.twice-'laid adj, of a rope made from strands of used rope 
.twice-'told adj familiar, well-known ~ chiefly in a twice-told tale 
'twiddle /'twidl/ vb twiddling /'twidiing, 't widl ing/ vi to play negligently 
with sthg - vt to rotate lightly or idly < - d the knob on the radios [prob 
imit] 

^twiddle n a turn, twist 

'twig /twig/ n a small woody shoot or branch, usu without its leaves [ME 
twigge, fr OE. akin to OHG zwig twig, OE twa two] * twigged adj, twiggy 
adj 

'twig vb -gg- to catch on (to); understand - infml [perh fr ScGacI twig 

1 understand] 

twilight Awie,liet/ n la the light from the sky between full night and 
sunnse or esp between sunset and full night b the period between sunset 
and full night 2a a shadowy indeterminate state b a penod or state of 
decline {elderly ladies in their - years') [ME, fr twi- + light] 
twilight sleep n a drug-induced state in which awareness and memory 
of pain IS dulled or removed 
'twilight .zone n a decaying urban area 

twilit /'twie.lit/ adj 1 lighted (as lO by twilight 2 shadowy, obscure 
[rw/light f lit] 

twiil /twil/ n (a fabric with) a textile weave in which the weft threads pass 
over I and under 2 or more warp threads to give an appearance of 
diagonal Ines - compare double twii l [ME t^yll, fr OE twilic having 
a double thread, modif of L bihe-, bihx, fr bi- licium thread] - twilled 
adj 

'twin /twin/ adj 1 bom with one other or as a pair at 1 birth 
brotherj < ^ girls') 2a having or made up of 2 similar, related, or identical 
units or parts b being one of a pair, esp of officially associated towns 
[ME, fr OE twmn twofold, two by two; akin to ON tvmnr two by two, 
OE twa two] 

’twin n 1 either of 2 ofTspnng produced at 1 birth 2 either of 2 people 
or things closely related to or resembling each other 3 twin, 'twin .crystal 
a compound crystal composed of 2 or more (parts oO related crystals 
grown together in an oriented manner - twinship n 
*twin vb -nn- vt 1 to bnng together in close association 2 to form into 
a twin crystal ^vi 1 to become paired or closely associated 2 to give birth 
to twins 3 to grow as a twin crystal 
.twin 'bed n either of 2 matching single beds 

'twine /twien/ n 1 a strong stnng of 2 or more strands twisted together 

2 a coil, twist 3 an act of twining or interlacing [ME twin, fr OE twin-, 
akin to MD twijn twine, OE twa two] 

’twine vt la to twist together b to form by twisting, weave 2 to twist or 
coil round sthg ^ vi to coil round a support - twiner n 
'twin, flower /-.flowa/ n, SAm a low-growing shrub of the honeysuckle 
family with opposite leaves and pairs of fragrant usu pink flowers 
twinge /twinj/ v/ orn twinging, twingeing (to feel) 1 a sudden sharp stab 
of pain 2 an emotional pang <a ^ of conscience) [vb ME twengen to 
tweak, squeeze, fr OE twengan-, n fr vb] 

'twinkle Awingkl/ vb twinkling /'twingkiing, 'twingki-ing/ vi 1 to shine 
with a flickenng or sparkling light 2 to appear bnght with gaiety or 
amusement {his eyes ^d> ^ vf to cause to shine (as iQ with a flickenng 
light [ME twinklen, fr OE twinclian-, akin to MHG zwinken to blink] - 
twinkler n 

’twinkle n 1 an instant, twinkling 2 an (intermittent) sparkle or gleam 

- tsrinkly /'twingkli/ adj 

twinkling Awingkling/ n a very short time; a moment 
'twin .set n a jumper and cardigan designed to be worn together, usu by 
a woman 

'twirl /twuhl/ vi to revolve rapidly >^vt I to cause to rotate rapidly; spin 
2 TWINE 2 [perh of Scand origin; akin to Norw dial, tvirla to twirl; akin 
to OHO dweraa to stir - more at turbid] 

’twirl n 1 an act of twirling 2 a coil, whorl - twirly adj 
twirp /twuhp/ tt a twerp 


'twist /twist/ vt la to join together by winding, also to mingle by 
interlacing b to make by twisting strands together 2 to wind or coil round 
sthg 3a to wring or wrench so as to dislocate or distort < - ed my ankle) 
b to distort the meaning of, pervert c to contort < - ed his face into a gnn) 
d to pull off. turn, or break by a turning force e to cause to move with 
a rotating motion f to form into a spiral g w\ri* lb {a ^ed nnnd) ^ vi 
1 to follow a winding course, snake 2a to turn or change shape by a 
turning force b to take on a spiral shape c to dance the twist 3 of a ball 
to rotate while following a curving path 4 turn 3a <^ed round to see 
behind him) [ME twisten, fr OE -twist rope, akin to MD twist quarrel, 
twine, OE twa two] - twist someone's arm to bring strong pressure to bear 
on shy ^he decided to come with us. hut we had to twist his arm a hit 
nrst'> 

’twist n 1 sthg formed by twisting c g a a thread, yarn, or cord formed 
by twisting 2 or more strands together b tobacco twisted into a thick roll 
c a screw of paper used as a container d a curled strip of citrus peel used 
to flavour a dnnk < gin, ice, hitters and a — of lemon) 2a a twisting 
or being twisted b a dance popular esp in the I'lbOs and performed with 
gyrations, esp of the hips c a spiral turn or curve 3a torsional strain b 
the angle through or amount by which a thing is twisted 4a a turning ofl 
a straight course, a bend b a (personal) eccentricity or idiosyncrasy c a 
distortion of meaning or sense 5 an unexpected turn or development \a 
strange ~ of fate) 6 a dive in vihich the diver twists the body sideways 
for 1 or more half or full turns before entering the water twisty adj 
'twist .drill n a drill bn having deep spiral grooves extending from the 
cutting edges to the smooth portion of the shank 
twister /‘twista/ n 1 NAm a tornado, w.ilei spout, etc in which the 
rotatory ascending movement of a column of air is vciy apparent 2 a 
dishonest person, a swmdlei - infml ['rwisr ► -i r] 

'twit /twit/ vt -tt- to tease, taunt [ME atwitcn to reproach, fr OE <etwitan, 
fr let at ^ witan to reproach, akin to OHG wi/jii to punish, OF witjn 
to know] 

’twit n, Br an absurd or silly person [prob alter ol twat] 

'twitch /twich/ vt to move or pull with a sudden motion - w I to pull, 
pluck (-ed at my sleeve'/ 2 to move jerkilv or involuntaiily [ME 
twicchen, akin to OE twiccian to pluck. OH(j gi/w/cA.i/i to pinch] 

twitcher n 

’twitch II I a short sudden pull or jerk 2 a physftfSI or mental pang 3 
a loop of rope or a strap that is tightened over a horse’s up|>er lip as a 
jrcstrainmg device 4 (the recurrence oO a short spasmodic contraction or 
jerk, a tic - twitchily adv, twitchy adj 
*twitch n coi'CH grass [alter of quitch] 

twite /twiei/ n a finch of N Euiopc that resembles the linnet [imilj 
'twitter /'twita/ vi I to utter twitters 2 to talk in a nervous chattering 
fashion 3 to tremble with agitation, flullcr - vt to utter (as iQ m twitters 
[ME twiteren, akin to OHG zwi//iron to twitter] 

’twitter /I 1 a nervous agitation - esp in all of a twitter 2 a small 
tremulous intermittent sound charactcnstic of birds - twittery adj 
twixt /twikst/ prep between - chiefly poetic [ME twix, short for betwix, 
betwixt] 

'two /tooh/ pron, pi in constr 1 two unspecified countable individuals 
{only — were found) 2 a small approximate number of indicated things 
\onlya shot or — were fired; [MEi twa (adj) two, fr OE twa (fern & neut), 
akin to OE twegen two (masc), tu (neut), OHG zwene, L duo, Gk 
dyo] 

’two n, pi twos 1 — -V" NUMULR 2 the second in a set or series {the — 
of spades) 3 sthg having 2 parts or members or a denomination of 2 - 
two adj, twofold adj or adv 
,two-’bit adj, NAm petty, small-time ['bit lb(2)] 

,two-di'mentional adj 1 having 2 dimensions 2 lacking depth of 
charactenzation 

,two-'edged adj double-edged 

,two-'faced adj double-dealing, hypocritical - two-facednesa 
/'faystnis/ n 

2,4,6-T n a compound used as a defoliant, esp in brush and weed control, 
that IS thought to cause genetic defects [2,4,5 (fr the substitution of 
chlonne atoms in positions2,4,S in phcnoxyacetic acid)fnchlorophenoxy- 
acetic acid] 

,two-'handed adj 1 used with both hands {a - sword) 2 requiring 2 
people {a saw) 3 ambidextrous 

.two-iine 'whip n an instruction from a party to its Members of 
Parliament that they should attend a debate and vote in the specified way 
- compare i-ree vote, three-line whip [fr the double underlining of 
some words in the written instruction] 
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, two-party adj characterized by 2 major political parties of comparable 
strength 

twopanca also tuppence /'tup( 3 )ns/ n (a com worth) 2 pence 
twopanny also tuppenny /‘tup(3)ni/ adj costing or worth twopence 
twopanny-half penny /,tup(3)ni 'haypni/ adj. chiefly Br of little value 
or importance 

'two-, piece n or adj (a suit of clothes, swimming costume, etc) consisting 
of 2 matching pieces 

two-ply adj consisting of 2 strands, layers, or thicknesses < 

wooly 

twosome /'toohs(3)m/ n 1 a group of 2 people or things 2 a golf 
single ^ 

'two-,step n (a piece of music for) a ballroom dance in either « or « 
time 

'two-,Stroke adj or n (of. being, or powered by) an internal-combustion 
engine with a cycle of 2 strokes compnsing 1 up-and-down movement of 
a piston 

,two-'time vb to be unfaithful to (a spouse or lover) by having a secret 
relationship with another - two-timer n 
'two-,tone adj 1 also two-toned having 2 colours or shades 2 of or being 
popular music played by groups consisting of black, esp W Indian, and 
white musicians and including elements of reggae and new wave - 
two-tone n 

.22 /.tooh 'tooh, aho .poynt .t(X)h 'tooh/ n a small-bore rifle with a calibre 
of 0 22in (5 6mm) 

,two-'up n a game in which players bet on the fall of tossed coins 
,two-'way adj 1 moving or allowing movement or use in 2 (opposite) 
directions <^a - road) traffic) 2a of a radio, telephone, etc designed 
for both sending nnO r. '-’ving messages b involving mutual responsibility 
or a reciprocal relationship 3 involving 2 participants 4 usable in either 
of 2 ways 

.two-way 'mirror n a piece of glass that reflects an image from one side 
and can be seen through from the other 

.two-way 'switch n either of 2 clectncal switches (c g at the top and 
bottom of a stairway) controlling a single device, esp a light 
,two-wingad 'fly n any of a large order of insects including the housefly, 
mosquito, and gnat with functional front wings and greatly reduced rear 
wings used to control balance 

’-ty Ati/ suffix (-* n) ~ used in forming numbers of (so many) times 10 
{twenty) {fifiy) [ME, fr OE -tig group of 10, akin to OE tien ten] 

*-ty suffix (- n) quality or condition of {puberty) {cruelty) (ME -te, fr 
OF -te, fr L -tat-, -tas - more at -ity] 
tycoon /tie'koohn/ n a businessman of exceptional wealth and power 
[Jap taikun shogun, fr Chin (Pek) ta* great f chun' ruler] - tycoonery 
/-nan/ n 

tying Aie ing/ pres part of til 

tyke, tike /tiek/ n 1 a (mongrel) dog 2 chiefly Br a boonsh churlish 
person 3 a small child 4 a native of Yorkshire USE (M4) infml (ME 
tyke dog, cur, churl, fr ON tik bitch] 
tymbal /'timbl/ n the vibrating membrane in the shniling organ of a 
cicada (alter of timbal (kettledrum), fr F timbale - more at timbale] 
tympanic bone /tim'pamk/ n a bone enclosing part of the middle car 
and supporting the tympanic membrane 

tympanic membrane n a thin membrane separating the outer ear 
from the middle ear that functions in the mechanical reception of sound 
waves and in their transmission to the site of sensory reception, the 
eardrum 

tympanites /.timpa'nieteez/ n a distension of the abdomen caused by 
accumulation of gas in the intestinal tract or pentoneal cavity [ME. fr 
LL, fr Gk tympanites, fr tympanon] - tympanitic /-'nitik/ adj 
tympanum Aimpanam/ n, pi tympana Ana/, tympanums ln(1) tym- 
panic MEMBRANE NERVE (2) MIDDLE EAR b a thin tense mem- 

brane covering the hearing-organ of an insect 2a the recessed triangular 
face of a pediment b the space within an arch and above a lintel (e g in 
a medieval doorway) [ML & L; ML. eardrum, fr L, drum, architectural 
panel, fr Gk tympanon drum, kettledrum; akin to Gk typtetn to beat] - 
tympanic /tim'pamk/ adj 

Tynwald Amwald, 'tien-/ n the Manx Parliament (ON thingvdllr 
location of parliamentary meetings, fr thing assembly, parliament + vollr 
Field] 

*typa /ticp/ n la a person or thing (e g in the Old Testament) regarded 
as foreshadowing another (eg in the New Testament) b a model, 
exemplar, or characteristic specimen (possessing the distinguishable or 
essential qualities of a class) c a lower taxonomic category selected as 
reference for a higher category {a ^ genus) 2n (any oO a collection of 


usu rectangular blocks or characters beanng a relief from which an inked 
pnnt can be made b a typeface {italic - > c pnnted letters 3t a set of 
qualities common to a number of individuals that distinguish them as an 
identiflable class (eg the form common to all instances of a linguistic 
expression b(l) a member of a specified class or variety of people 
{sporting — s> (2) a person of a specified nature {he’s a peculiar — > c 
a particular kind, class, or group with distinct characteristics d sthg 
distinguishable as a variety; a sort (LL typus, fr L & Gk, L typus image, 
fr Gk typos blow, impression, model, fr typtein to strike, beat, akin to L 
stupnim defilement] - typai adj 

*type yt 1 to represent beforehand as a type, prefigure 2 to nepresent in 
terms of typical charactenstics, typify 3 to wnte with a typewnter, also 
to keyboard 4a to identify as belonging to a type b to determine the 
natural type of (e g a blood sample) ^ n to use a typewnter 
-type comb form (n - adj) of (such) a type; resembling (Chaldar-type 
cheese) 

‘type, cast /-.kahst/ vt typecast to cast (an actor) repeatedly in the same 
type of role, broadly to stereotype 

‘type.face /-.fays/ n (the appearance oO a single design of pnnting 
type 

'type.founder /-.fownd^/ n one engaged in the design and production 
of metal pnnting typo for hand composition - typefounding n, typefoun- 
dry n 

'type .metal n an alloy of lead, antimony, and tin, used in making 
pnnting type 

'type.script /-.sknpt/ n a typewntten manuscript (c g for use as pnnter's 
copy) [type f matmscnpt] 

'type.set /-.set/ vt -tt-; typeset to set in type, compose - typesetter n, 
typesetting n 

'type.write /-.net/ vb typewrote /-.rohl/, typewritten /-.ntn/ to wnte 
with a typewnter (back-formation fr typewriter] 

'type.writer /-.nets/ n a machine with a keyboard for writing in 
characters resembling type 

'typhoid /'ticfoyd/ adj 1 (suggestive) of typhus 2 of or being typhoid 
(NL typhus, (2) ^typhoid] 

^typhoid, typhoid fever n a serious communicable human disease causeii 
by a bactenum and marked esp by fever, diarrhoea, lieadachc. and 
intestinal inflammation 

typhoon /iie'foohn/ n a tropical cyclone occurring in the Philippines or 
the China sea (alter (influenced by Chin (Cant) taai fung typhoon, fr taaf 
great ^ fung wind) of earlier touffon, fr Ar tufan humcanc. fr Gk typhon 
whirlwind, akin to Gk typhein to smoke] 
typhus /"liefas/ n a senous human disease marked by high fever, stupor 
alternating with delirium, intense headache, and a dark red rash, caused 
by a nckeltsia, and transmitted esp by body lice (NL. fr Gk tvphos fever, 
akin to Gk typhein to smoke - more at dlat] 
typical /’tipikl/ adj 1 also typic being or having the nature of a type, 
symbolic, representative 2a having or showing the csscniial character- 
istics of a type < suburban houses) b showing or according with the 
usual or expected (unfavourable) traits {just - of him to get so annoyed) 
- typically adv, typicalness, typicality /-'kabti/ n 
typify Atipifie/ vt la to represent in symbolic fitshion (e g by an image 
or model) b to constitute a typical instance of 2 to embody the essential 
characteristics of - typification /-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 
typist /'tiepist/ n one who uses a typewnter, esp as an occupation 
typo /’licpoh/ n, pi typos a printing error - infml [short for typographical 
(error)] 

typographer /tie'pografa/ n 1 a compositor 2 a specialist in the design, 
choice, and arrangement of typographical matter 
typography /tic'pografi/ n the style, arrangement, or appearance of 
typeset matter (ML typographia, fr Gk typos impression, cast f -graphia 
-graphy - more at n ri:] - typographic /-pa'grafik/, typographical adj, 
typographically adv 

typology /tie'pobji/ n the doctnne, study, or analysis and classification 
of (theological) types - typologist n, typological /-pa'iojiki/ adj 
tyramine /'tieramin, 'ti-/ n an amine denved from tyrosine that has an 
action on the sympathetic nervous system similar to that of adrenalin 
[ISV tyrosine amine] 

tyrannical /ti'ranikl/ also tyrannic adj charactenslic of a tyrant or 
tyranny, oppressive, despotic (L tynnnicus, fr Gk tyrannikos, fr tyrannos 
tyrant] - tyrannically adv 

tyrannicida /ti'rantsied/ n the killing or killer of a tyrant (F, fr L 
tyranniada & tyrannicidium, fr tyrannus ♦ + -cida & -cidium - more 

at -cide] 
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tyrann-ize, -ise /'tiranicz/ vb lo exercise power (over) with unjust and 
oppressive cruelty 

tyrannosaur /ti'ran3,saw/, tyrannosaurus /ti,rana'sawr3s/ n a very 
large flesh-eating dinosaur of the Cretaceous period having small forelegs 
and walking on its hind legs [NL Tyrannosaurus, genus name, denv of 
Gk tyrannos tyrant sauros lizard - more at sai'Rian] 
tyranny /'tirani/ n 1 a government in which absolute power is vested in 
a single ruler 2 oppressive power (exerted by a tyrant) 3 sthg severe, 
oppressive, or mexurable in effect [ME tyrannic, fr MF, fr ML tyranma, 
fr L lyrannus tyrant] - tyrannous adj 

tyrant /'tie(a)rant/ n 1 a ruler who exercises absolute power, esp 
oppressively or brutally 2 one who exercises authority harshly or unjustly 
[ME firanf, fr OF tyran, tyrant, fr L tyrannus, fr Gk tyrannos] 
.tyrant flycatcher n any of vanous large American flycatchers 
tyra« NAm chiefly tire /tie a/ n a continuous solid jor inflated hollow 
rubber cushion set round a wheel to absorb shock c ar [ME tire 
metal hoop forming the tread of a wheel, prob fr 'iirej 
.Tyrian 'purple Am an/ n a crimson or purple dye related lo indigo, 
obtained by the ancient Greeks and Romans from gastropod molluscs, 
and now made synthetically [Tyre, mantime city in ancient Phoe- 
nicia] 

tyro, tiro /'tie-aroh/ n, pi tyros, tiros a beginner, novice [ML, fr L tiro 
young soldier, novice] 

Tyrolean /ti'rohli-an, .tira'lcc an/ adj of the Tyrol [Tyrol. Tirol, region 
of Europe in the Alps] 

tyrosine /'tieraseen, 'ti-, -sin/ n an ammo acid that occurs in most 
proteins and is the parent compound from which adrenalin and melanin 
are formed [ISV, irreg fr Gk tyros cheese] 
tzaddik /'tsahdik/ n, pi tzaddikim /-kim/ a zaddik 
tzar /zah/ n a tsar 

tzigane /(l)si'gahn/ n a (Hunganan) gipsy [F. fr Hung cigany] 


u 

u /yooh/ n, pi u’s, us oHen cap (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 21st letter of the English alphabet 
’U adj, chiefly Br upper-class [upper-class] 

»U n or adj (a film that is) cemfied in Britain as suitable for all age groups 
[universal] 

ubiety /yochW-ati/ n the state of being in a definite place [L ubi where 
+ E -ety (as in society)] 

ubiquitous /yooh'bikwitas/ adj existing or being everywhere at the same 
time, omnipresent [ubiquity fr L ubique everywhere, fr ubi where + -que, 
enclitic generalizing particle, akin to L quis who - more at who] - 
ubiquitously adv, ubiquitousness, ubiquity n 
'U-,boat n a German submanne [trans of G u-boot, short for unter- 
seeboot, fr unter under ^ see sea i boot boat] 

udder /'uda/ n a large pendulous organ consisting of 2 or more mammary 
glands enclosed in a common envelope and each having a single nipple 
[ME, fr OE uder, akin to OHG utar udder, L uber, Gk oulhar. Ski 
udhar] 

UFO ^yoohfoh, .yooh ef 'oh/ n, p! UFO's, UFOs an unidentified flying 
object; esp flying saucer [unidentified /lying object] 
ugh /ookh, uh/ mterj - used to express disgust or horror ^ 

ugli /'ugli/, 'ugli .fruit n a large citrus fruit that is a cross between a 
grapefruit and a tangenne [prob alter, of ugly, fr its unattractive wrinkled 
skin] 

ugly /'ugli/ adj 1 fnghtful, horrible <an ^ wound} 2 offensive or 
displeasing to any of the senses, esp to the sight 3 morally offensive or 
objectionable 4a ominous, threatening <an customer} weather} b 
surly, quarrelsome <an disposition} [ME, fr ON uggligr, fr uggr fear; 
akin to ON ugga to fear] - uglily adv, ugliness a, uglify /-.fie/ vt 
.ugly 'duckling n sby who or sthg that appears unpromising but turns 
out successful [TTie Ugly Duckling, story by Hans Christian Andersen 
tl87S Dan wnter, in which an ugly ‘duckling’ grows into a beautiful 
swan] 

Ugrian /'yoohgn-pn, 'ooh-/ nor adj (a member) of the E division of the 
Finno-Ugric peoples [ORuss Ugre Hungarians] 

Ugric /'yoohgrik, 'ooh-/ adj of the languages of the Ugnans 
uh-huh /u 'hu/ inteij - us^ to indicate affirmation or agreement 
uhlan /'oohlahn, 'yoohian/ n any of a body of Prussian light cavalry ong 


modelled on Tartar lancers [G, fr Pol ulan, fr Turk oglan boy, ser- 
vant] 

Uitlander /'ayt, lands, owt-/ n, SAfr a foreigner, esp a Bntish resident 
in the former republics of the Transvaal and Orange Free State 
[Afnk] 

ukase /yooh'kayz/ n 1 a proclamation by a Russian emperor or govern- 
ment having the force of law 2 an edict [F & Russ, F, fr Russ ukai, fr 
ukazat' to show, order, akin to OSlav u- away, L au-, Skt ava- & to OSlav 
kazati to show] 

Ukrainian /yooh'kraynypn, -in pn/ w 1 a native or inhabitant of the 
Ukraine 2 the Slavonic language of the Ukrainians i anouaof 
[Ukraine, region of E Europe, now part of the USSR] - Ukrainian adj 
ukulele /.yoohka'layh/ n a small usu 4-slringed guitar of Portuguese 
ongin [Hawaiian 'ukulele, fr 'uku small person, flea ♦ leic jumping] 
ulamas /'oohUmahz/ n pi the body of theologians and scholars who form 
the highest religious authority in Islam [Ar. 1 urk, & Per, Turk & Per 
'ulema, fr Ar 'ulama] 

-ular /-yoob/ suffix ( - adj) of, relating to. or resembling <a/7gular> [L 
-ulans, fr -ulus, -ula, -ulum -ulc -t- -an\ -ar] 
ulcer /'uisp/ n la persistent open sore in skin or mucous membrane that 
often discharges pus 2 sthg that festers and corrupts [MF. fr L ulcer-, 
ulcus, akin to Gk helkos wound] - ulcerous adj 
ulcerate /'ulsa.rayt/ vb to (cause to) become affeLtcd (as if) with an ulcer 
- ulcerative adj, ulceration /-'raysh(p)n/ n 
-ule /-yoohl, -yool/ sufTix ( • n) a small kind of <j!ranu\c'> (F & L, F. fr 
L -ulus, -ula, -ulum, masc, fern, & neut dim suffixes] 

-ulent /-yoobnt/ suffix ( - adj) full of (a specified thing) 
<surailenl> (corpulent) [L -ulentus] 

ullage /'ulij/ n the amount by which a container (e g a tank or bottle) is 
less than full [ME ulage, fr MF eullagc act of filling a cask, fr eulher to 
fill a cask, fr OF ouil eye, bunghole, tr L oculus eye] 
ulna /’ulna/ n the bone of the human forearm on the little-finger side, ajso 
a corresponding part of the forclimb of vertebrates above fishes / 
ANATOMY [NL. fr L. elbow] - ulnar adj 

ulotrichous /yooh'lotnk.is/ adj having wixilly or crisp hair [denv of Gk 
oulotrich-, oulothnx, fr oulos curly (akin to Gk eilyein to roll) f tneh-, 
thrix hair - more at voiuhi f, irich-] - ulotrichy n 
ulster /’ulsta/ n a long Iwse overcoat made of heavy matenal [Ulster, 
ancient kingdom & former province of Ireland (name now used also for 
Its 2 divisions, a Northern Ireland b a province of Eire)] 

^Ulsterman /-man/, fern 'Ulsterwoman n a native or inhabitant of 
Ulster 

ulterior /ul'tian-p/ adj going beyond what is openly said or shown, 
intentionally concealed motives} [L, farther, further, compar of 
(assumed) L ulter situated beyond, fr uls beyond, akin to L ollus, ille that 
one, OIr mdoll beyond] - ulteriorly adv 

ultima /’ultima/ n the last syllabic of a word [L. fern of ultimus last] 
'ultimate /’ultimat/ adj la last m a progre.ssion or senes {their - 
destination was Pans} b eventual 2a fundamental, basic reality) b 
incapable of further analysis, division, or separation 3 maximum, greatest 
{the '' sacrifice} [ML ultimatus last, final, fr LL, pp of ultimare to come 
to an end, be last, fr L ultimus farthest, last, final, supcrl of (assumed) L 
ulter situated beyond] - ultimateness n 
^ultimate n sthg ultimate; the highest point {the ~ in stupidity} 
'ultimately /-li/ adv finally; at last 

ultimatum /.ulii'maytam/ n, pi ultimatums, ultimata /-ts/ a final 
proposition or demand, esp one whose rejection will end negotiations and 
cause a resort to direct action [NL, fr ML, neiil of ultimatus final] 
ultimo /’ultimoh/ adj of or occurnng in the previous month - compare 
proximo [L ultimo mense in the last month] 
ultra /'ultra/ adj going beyond others or beyond due limit [ultra-] 
ultra- /.ultra-/ prefix 1 l^yond in space, on the other side of; trans- 
{ultramontane} {uhraplanetary} 2 beyond the range or limits of, super- 
<ultram/c/oscopic> (ultrasound) 3 excessively; extremely (ultra- 
modern) (ultraconservat/ve) [L. fr ultra beyond, adv & prep, fr 
(assumed) L ulter situated beyond] 

ultracenttrifuge /,ultra'sentn.fyoohj, -.fyoohzh/ n a high-speed centri- 
fuge able to sediment colloidal or other small particles - ultracentrifugal 
/-,scntn'fyo<.»hg(3)l, -sen'tnfyoogfa)!/ adj 

ultrahlgh frequency /.ultra'hie/ n a radio frequency in the range 
between 300 megahertz and 3000 megahertz 

ultraiem /'ultra.iz(a)m/ n the advocacy of extreme measures - ultraist 
adj or a, ultralatic /-'istik/ adj 

'ultramarine /.ultrama'reen/ n 1 a deep blue pigment 2 vivid deep blue 
[ML ultramannus coming from beyond the sea] 
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’ultramarine adj situated across the sea [ML ultramannus, fr L ultra' 
f marc sea - more at marinf] 

.ultra'microscope A'lnieicra.skohp/ n an apparatus for making visible 
by scattered light particles too small to be perceived by the ordinary 
microscope [back-formation fr ultramtcroscopic] 

, ultra, micro'scopic /-.miekrs'skopik/ adj 1 too small to be seen with 
an ordinary microscope 2 of an ultramicroscopc [ISV] - ultramicroscopi- 
cally adv 

.ultramon'tane /-mon'tayn/ adj 1 of countnes or peoples beyond the 
Alps or other mountains 2 favouring greater or absolute supremacy of 
papal over national or diocesan authonty in the Roman Catholic church 
[ML ultramontanus, fr L ultra- ♦ mont-, mans mountain - more at 
‘mount] - ultramontane n, often cap, ultramontanism /-'mon- 
t3niz(a)m/ n 

Vultra'sonic /-'somk/ adj supersonic a of waves and vibrations having 
a frequency above about 20.(XX)H7 b using, produced by, or relating to 
ultrasonic waves or vibrations <an ^ dog whistle') ultrasonically 
adv 

’ultrasonic n an ultrasonic wave or frequency 
'ultra,SOund /-.sownd/ n ultrasonic sound vibrations 
'ultra, structure /-,strukch3/ n finf siRunuRf 
Vultra'violet /-'vie-abt/ n electromagnetic radiation having a wavelength 
between the violet end of the visible spectrum and X rays phvs 

K’S 

’ultraviolet adj relating to, producing, or employing ultraviolet <an -- 
lamp) 

.ultra 'vires /'vie(a)ree// adv ot adj beyond legal pcjwer or authonty 
[NL, lit , beyond power] 

ululate /'yoobvrVi '♦ ' ■'» to howl, wail (L ululatus, pp of ululare, of imit 
ongin] - ululant adf. ululstion /-'laysh(a)n/ n 

umbel /'umb(a)l/ n an inflorescence typical of plants of the carrot family 
in which the axis is very much contracted so that the flower stalks spring 
from the same point to form a flat or rounded flower cluster ,_:f‘ pi ant 
[NI. umhclia, fr L. dim of umbra] - umbelled adj, umbellate /'umbalayt, 
um'bcbl/ adj 

umbellifer /um'bclifa/ n a plant of the carrot family [NL UmbellUcrae, 
group name, fr fern pi of umbellifer bearing umbels] umbelliferous 
/.umba'lifaras/ adj 

'umber /'umba/ n 1 a brown earth used as a pigment - compare burni 
UMBIR, RAW I'MHFR 2 dark or yellowish brown [prob fr obs umber 
(shade, colour), fr ME umbre shade, shadow, fr MF, fr L umbra - more 
at UMHRAOr] 

’umber adj of the colour of umber 
’umber vt to darken (as if) with umber 

umbilical /um’bilikl, .urnbi'liekl/ adj of or near the navel [NL umbili- 
calis, fr L umbilicus] 

umbilical cord n 1 a cord arising from the navel that connects the 
foetus with the placenta - rffropuction 2 a cable conveying power 
to a rocket or spacecraft before takcofT; also a tethering or supply line (e g 
for an astronaut outside a spacecraR or a diver underwater) 
umbilicate /um'bilikat, -,kayt/, umbilicated /-.kaytid/ adj 1 depressed 
like a navel 2 having an umbilicus - umbilication /-’kaysh(3)n/ n 
umbilicus /um'bilikas, .umbi'liekas/ n, pi umbilici /-kie, -sic/, 
umbilicuses 1 a small depression in the embryonic abdominal wall at the 
point of attachment of the umbilical cord 2 any of several anatomical 
depressions comparable to an umbilicus, esp hihfm la [L - more at 

NAVFt] 

umbles /'umb(a)lz/ n pi the entrails of an animal, esp a deer, formerly 
used as food [ME, alter of nombles, fr MF, pi of nomble fillet of beef 
pork loin, modif of L lumbulus, dim. of lumbus loin - more at l .-in] 
umbo Aumboh/ n, pi umbones /um'bohnecz/, umbos 1 the boss of a 
shield 2 a rounded anatomical elevation [L, akin to L umbilicus] - 
umbonil /um'bohnl, 'umbani/ adj, umbonate /um'bohnat, 'umbanayi/ 
adj 

umbra /'umbra/ n, pi umbras, umbrae /umbn/ 1 a region of total 
shadow, esp in an eclipse 2 the central dark region of a sunspot [L] - 
ufflbral adj 

umbrage Aumboj/ n 1 a feeling of pique or resentment (.took - at the 
chairman's comment} 2 archaic shady branches; foliage [ME, shade, 
shadow, fr MF, fr L umbraticum, neut of umbraticus of shade, fr 
umbratus, pp of umbrare to shade, fr umbra shade, shadow, akin to Lith 
unksna shadow] 

umbrageous /um'brayjas/ adj, archaic shadowy, shady - umbrage- 
oualy adv, umbrageousness n 

umbrella /um'breb/ n 1 a collapsible shade for protection against 


weather, consisting of fabnc stretched over hinged nbs radiating from a 
central pole 2 the bell-shaped or saucer-shaped largely gelatinous struc- 
ture that forms the chief part of the body o( most jellyfishes 3 sthg which 
provides protection <rAe American nuclear ~ > 4 sthg that embraces a 
broad range of elements or factors (^the Electricity Council- -- of the area 
electncity boards - The Economist} (It ombrella, modif of L umbella, 
dim of umbra] 

um'brella ,tree n an Amencan magnolia having large leaves clustered 
at the ends of the branches 

Umbrian /'umbn an/ n la a member of a people of ancient Umbna b 
a native or inhabitant of the Italian province of Umbna , 2 the Italic 
language of ancient Umbna [Umbna, ancient province of Italy] - 
Umbrian adj 

Umbundu /oom'boondooh/ n a Congo language of Angola 
umiak /’oohmi.ak/ n an open Eskimo boat made of a wooden frame 
covered with hide [Esk] 

umlaut /'umlowt, 'oomlowt/ n (a mark placed over a letter in some 
Germanic languages to indicate) the change of a vowel caused by the 
influence of a following vowel or semivowel [G, fr urn- round, transfor- 
mation f laut sound] 

'umpire /'umpie a/ n 1 one having authonty to settle a controversy or 
question between parties 2 a referee in any of several sports (e g cncket, 
table tennis, badminton, and hockey) [ME oumpere, alter (by incorrect 
division of a noumpere) of noumpere, fr MF nomper not equal, not paired, 
fr non- ^ per equal, fr L par] 

’umpire vb to act as or supervise (eg a match) as umpire 
umpteen /,ump'teen/ adj very many, indefinitely numerous - infml 
[blend of umpty (such and such) * -teen (as in thirteen)] - umpteen n, 
umpteenth adj 

un /an/ pron, dial one [by alter.] 

'un- /un-/ prefix 1 not, in-, non- (unskilled} (undressed} (unbelief} 2 
opposite of, contiary to (ungrateful} (unthinking} (unrest} [ME, fr OE, 
akin to OHG un- un-, L in-, Gk a-, an-, OE ne not - more at no] 

*un- prefix 1 do the opposite of, reverse (a specified action), Dt- la, dis- 
la (unbend) (undress} (unfold) 2n depnvc of, remove (sthg specified) 
from, remove (uidrock) <unsex> <unnerve> b release from, free from 
(unhand) (untie) c(l) remove from, extract from, take out of 
(unearth) (unsheathe) (2) dislodge from (unhorse) (unseat) d cause to 
cease to be (unman) 3 completely (unloose) [ME, fr OE un-, on-, alter, 
of and- against - more at ante-] 
unabashed adj 
unabated adj 

unable /un'ayb(a)l/ adj not able, incapable a unqualified, incompetent 
b impotcn;. helpless 

unabridged adj 
unaccented adj 
unacceptable adj 
unaccompanied adj 

unaccountable /.uns'kowntabl/ adj 1 inexplicable, strange 2 not to be 
called to account, not responsible ['un f accountabie] - unaccount- 
ably adv, unaccountability /-to’bibti/ n 

unaccounted /.una'kowntid/ adj not explained - often ^ for ['un ^ 

ACCOUNl ed] 

unaccustomed /.una'kustdmd/ adj 1 not customary, not usual or 
common 2 not used to ~ unaccustomedly adv 
una corda /.oohna 'kawda/ adv or adj with the soft pedal depressed - 
used in piano music [It, lit , one stnng, fr the fact that the soft pedal on 
a grand piano shifts the hammers so that they stnke only 1 stnng for each 
note] 

unadopted /.una'doptid/ adj, Br not looked after by local authority (an 
road) ['uN + adopted] 

unadorned /.una'dawnd/ not decorated, plain, simple 
unadulterated /.una'dultaraytid/ adj unmixed, esp with anything 
infenor, pure - unadulteratcdly adv 
unadventurous adj 

unadvised /.unad'viezd/ adj not prudent; indiscreet, rash - compare 
ILL-ADVISED - uosdvlsedly /-zidli/ adv 

unaffected /.una'fektid/ adj 1 not influenced or changed mentally, 
physically, or chemically 2 free from affectation; genuine - unaffectedly 
adv, unaffecteduen n 

unaging, unageing /un'ayjing/ adj ageless 
unaided adj 

unalienable /un'ayli-anabl, -'aylyanabl/ adj inalienable 
unaligned /.una'hend/ adj nonaligned 
unalterable adj 
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unaltered adj 
unambiguous adj 

.uivA'merican adj not consistent with US customs, pnnciples, or 
traditions (‘un- + amlrican] 

unanimous /yoo'nanimas/ adj 1 being of one mind, agreeing 2 charac- 
terized by the agreement and consent of all <a ^ decision^ [L unanimus. 
fr ujius one + animus mind - more at one, animate] - unanimously adv, 
unanimity /.yoohna'nimati/ n 

unannounced adj 

unanswerable /un'ahns(a)r9bl/ adj not answerable, csp irrefutable - 
unanswerably adv, unanswerabillty /-ra'bilati/ n 
unanswered adj 
unanticipated adj 
unappealing adj 

unappet'izing, ‘ising /un'apatiezing/ adj not appetizing; insipid - 
unappetizingly adv 

unapproachable /.una'prohehobi/ adj 1 physically inaccessible 2 
reserved, unfnendly f'uN- + approachable] - unapproachably adv, 
unapproachability /-cha'bibti/ n 

unapt /.un'apt/ adj 1 unsuitable, inappropnate 2 not accustomed and 
not likely <a man to tolerate carelessnessj 3 dull, backward - unaptly 
adv, unaptneaa n 

unarmed /.un'ahmd/ adj 1 not armed or armoured 2 having no spines, 
spurs, claws, etc 

unashamed /.una'shaymd/ adj without guilt, self-consciousness, or 
doubt ['uN- f ashamed] - unashamedly /-midli/ adv 
unask^ /.un'ahskt/ adj 1 not asked or invited 2 not sought or asked 
for<— advicej 

unassailable /.una'saybbl/ adj not liable to doubt, attack, or question 
['un- f assahabll] - unassailably adv, unaasailability /-b'bibti/ n 

unassisted adj 

unassuming /.una'syoohmmg/ adj not arrogant or presuming, modest 
['UN- -v assuming] - unassumingness n 

unattached /.una'tacht/ adj 1 not assigned or committed; esp not 
mamed or engaged 2 not joined or united polypsj^^ buildings) 

unattainable adj 
unattractive adj 
unauthorized adj 
unavailable adj 

unavailing Auna'vaylmg/ adj futile, useless ['un + availing] - 
unavailingly adv, unavailingness n 

unavoidable /.una'voydabl/ adj not avoidable; inevitable - unavoidably 
adv 

unaware /.una'wea/ adj ignorant or unconscious of what is happening 
around one, unperceptive ['un- -v aware] - unawareness n 
unawares /.una'weaz/ adv 1 without noticing or intending 2 suddenly, 
unexpectedly [un- v aware + -s, adv suffix, fr ME, fr -s, gen sing ending 
of nouns - more at '-s] 

unbacked /.un'bakt/ adj lacking support or aid ['un- i backed] 
unbalance /unl)abn$/ vt to put out of balance; esp to derange men- 
tally 

un'baianced adj not balanced, eg a not in equihbnum b mentally 
disordered or deranged c not adjusted so as to make credits equal to debts 
<aii ^ account} 

unbar /.unlmh/ vt -rr- to remove a bar from; unlock, open 
unbearable /un'bearabl/ adj not endurable, intolerable - unbearably 
adv 

unbeatable /un'bcetabl/ adj 1 not able to be defeated 2 outstandingly 
good of its kind - unbeatably adv 

unbeaten /un'beet(a)n/ adj not defeated (jm ^ record} ['un- t 
beaten] 

unbecoming /.unbi'kuming/m^ not attractive or showing to advantage, 
esp improper, unseemly conduct} ['un- + becoming] - unbecom- 
ingly adv, nnbccomingiiess n 

unbeknown /.unbi'nohn/a<^ happening without one’s knowledge - usu 
+ to {’un- + obs bekttown (known)] 
unbeknownst /.unbi'nohnst/ adj unbeknown [irreg fr unbeknown] 
unbelief /.unbi'leef/ n incredulity or scepticism, esp in matters of 
religious faith 

unbelievable /.unbi'leevabl/ adj too improbable for belief; incredible - 
onbelicTably adv 

unbeliever /.unbi'leeva/ n one who does not believe, esp in a particular 
religion 

unbelieving /.unbi’leeving/ adj marked by unbelief; sceptical > 
nnbellevhigly adv 


unbend /.unl^end/ vb unbent /.un'bent/ vt 1 to put into or allow to 
return to a straight position 2a to unfasten (e g a sail) from a spar or stay 
b to cast loose or untie (e g a rope) ^vi 1 to become more relaxed, 
informal, or outgoing in manner 2 to become straight 
unbending /un'bending/ adj 1 unyielding, inflexible <an ^ wilf) 2 
aloof or unsociable in manner ['un- f bending] 
unbiased /un'bie-ast/ adj free from all prejudice and partiality ['un- « 
biased] ~ unbiasedness n 
unbidden /un'bidn/ adj unasked, uninvited 

unbind /un'biend/ vt unbound /un'bownd/ 1 to untie, unfasten 2 to set 
free; release 

unblemished adj 

unblinking /.un'blmgkmg/ adj showing no signs of emotion ['un- f 
bunking] - unblinkingly adv 

unblushing /.un'hlushing/ ad/ shameless, unabashed ['un- i biush 
ino] - unblushingly adv 

unbolt /un'bohit/ vt to open or unfasten by withdrawing a bolt 
unborn /.un'bawn/ adj 1 not yet honi 2 still to appear, future 
ages} 

unbosom /un’boozam/ vt to disclose the thoughts or feelings of (oneselO 
[^ujj- » bosom] 

unbound /un'bownd/ adj not fastened or confined ['un- "bound] 
unbounded /un'bowndid/ adj having no limits or constraints - 
unboundedness n 

unbowed /un'bowd/ adj not bowed down, esp not subdued 
unbrace /un'brays/ vi to free or relax (as lO by untying or removing a 
brace or bond 

unbreakable adj 

unbridle /un'bnedl/ vt to set free or \cKyse (from a bndle) 
un'bridled adj 1 not confined by a bndle 2 unrestrained, ungoverned 
unbroken /un'brohk.m/ adj 1 whole, intact 2 not beaten or improved 
on (an ^ record} 3 not subdued or tamed, csp not trained for service 
orusc<-- colts} 4 uninterrupted <m//es o/*— forest} 5 not disorganized 
or in dmrray (advanced in ^ ranks} ['un- i broken] 
unbuckle /un'buki/ vt to loose the buckle of, unfasten 
unburden /un’buhd(3)n/ vt to free or relieve from anxiety, cares, etc 
.[‘UN- E ^burden] 
unbusinesslike adj 

unbutton /un'but(3)n/ vt 1 to undo the buttons of 2 to free from 
constraint, tension, etc - unbuttoned adj 
* uncage /un'kayj/ vt to free from restraint ['un- t 'cagi ] 
uncalled-for Ain'kawld faw/ adj 1 unnecessary 2 offered without 
provocation or justification, gratuitous (an — display of temper} 
uncanny /un'kani/ adj 1 eerie, mystenous 2 beyond what is normal or 
expected (an sense of direction} - uncannily adv, uncanniness n 
uncaring adj 
unceasing adj 

unceremonious /.unsera’mohnyas, -ni as/ adj 1 not ceremonious, 
informal 2 abrupt, rude (an ~ dismissal} - unceremoniously adv, 
unceremoniousness n 

uncertain /un'suhtn/ adj 1 not reliable or trustworthy 2a not definitely 
known, undecided, unpredictable (the outcome is > b not confident or 
sure, doubtful <- of the truth} 3 vanable, changeable (^ weather} 
['un- e 'certain] - uncertainly adv, uncertsinness n 
uncertainty /un'suhl(3)nti/ n the state of being uncertain, doubt 
un'certainty .principle n a pnnciple m quantum mechanicsat is 
impossible to determine both the momentum and position of a tiny 
particle (e g a photon) 

unchain /un'chayn/ vt to free (as lO by removing a chain, set loose 

unchallenged adj 
unchangeable adj 
'unchanged adj 
unchanging adj 
uncharacteristic adj 

uncharitable /un'chantabl/ adj severe in judging others; hanh ['un- 
^ charitable] - uncharitableness n, uncharitably adv 
unchecked adj 
unchivalrous adj 

unchristian /un'knsti-an/ adj 1 contrary to the Chnstian spint or 
character 2 barbarous, uncivilized ['un- + Christian] 

'uncial /’unsl'dl/ adj wntten in the style or size of uncuils [L uncialis 
inch-high, fr uncia twelfth part, ounce, inch] - uncially adv 
^uncial n (a letter in) a style of handwriting formed of somewhat large 
rounded usu separated letters and used esp in early medieval Greek and 
Latin manuscripts 
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unciform /'unsi.fawm/ adj hook-shaped [NL unciformts, fr L uncus 
hook ^ -formis -form - more at ^angleJ 

uncinate /'unsi.nayt/ adj, of a plant or animal part having a hook -shaped 
tip [L uncinatus, fr uncinus hook] 

uncircumcieed /,un'suhkam.siezd/ adj 1 not circumcised 2 spintually 
impure, heathen - uncircumciaion /-,suhk3m'sizh(3)n/ n 
uncivil /un'sivl/ adj ill-mannered, impolite ['lin- 4 civil] - uncivilly 
adv 

uncivilized /un'sivl-icrd/ adj 1 not civilized, barbarous 2 remote from 
settled areas; wild 
unclaimed adj 

unclasp /un'klahsp/ vt 1 to open the clasp of 2 to open or cause (e g 
a clenched hand) to be opened 

unclaeaified /un'klasified/ adj 1 not divided into classes or placed in 
a class 2 not subject to a secunty classification 
uncle /'ungkl/ n la the brother of one's father or mother b the husband 
of one’s aunt 2 a man who is a very close fnend of a young child or its 
parents (ME, fr OF, fr L avunculus mother’s brother, akin to OE cam 
uncle. Olr auc grandson, L avus grandfather] 

unclean /un'klcen/ adj 1 morally or spiritually impure 2a ntually 
prohibited as food b ceremonially unfit nr defiled 3 dirty, filthy - 
uncleanness n 
unclear adj 

, Uncle 'Sam /sam/ n the American nation, people, or government [prob 
jocular expansion of US, abbr of United States] 

.Uncle 'Tom /tom/ n a black Amencan eager to win the approval of 
white people and willing to cooperate with them - chiefly derog [Uncle 
Tom, faithful black slave in the novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harnet 
Beecher Stowe tl896 US author] 
unclothe /un'klohdh/ vt to strip of clothes 

^unco /'ungkoh/ adj, chiefly Scot 1 strange, unknown 2 extraordinary. 

remarkable [ME (Sc) unkow, alter of ME uncouth] 

‘unco adv, chiefly Scot extremely, remarkably 
uncoil /un'koyl/ vb to (cause to) unwind 
uncoined /un'koynd/ adj not minted <- rnetaf) 
uncomfortable /un'kumftabl/ adj I causing discomfort 2 feebng 
discomfort, ill at ease - uncomfortably adv 

uncommercial /,unko'muhsh(a)l/ adj 1 not engaged in or related to 
commerce 2 not based on commercial principles 3 not commercially 
viable 

uncommitted /.unko'mitid/ adj not pledged to a particular belief, 
allegiance, or course of action ['un- ♦ committed] 
uncommon /un'komon/ adj 1 not normally encountered, unusual 2 
remarkable, exceptional - uncommonly adv, uncommonness n 
uncommunicative /.unko'myoohmkotiv/ adj not forthcoming, 
reserved 

uncomplicated /un'komplikaytid/ adj not complex, straightforward 
(Tjn- + complicaild] 

uncomprehending adj 

uncompromising /un'kompramiezing/ adj not making or accepting a 
compromise; unyielding - uncompromisingly adv 
unconcealed adj 

unconcern /.unkon'suhn/ n 1 lack of interest, indifference 2 freedom 
from anxiety 

unconcerned /.unkan'suhnd/ adj 1 not involved or interested 2 not 
anxious or womed - unconcernedly /-nidli/ adv, unconcemedness 
/-kon'suhndnis, -nidnis/ n 

unconditional /.unkon'dish(3)nl/ adj absolute, unqualified - uncondi- 
tionally adv 

unconditioned /,unk3n'dish(3)nd/ adj not dependent on condii'f»Mng 
or learning ['un- 4 conditioned] 

unconfined adj 

unconformable /.unkan'fawmabl/ adj not conforming - unconform- 
ably adv 

unconformity /.unkon'fawmoti/ n (the junction between rocks corre- 
sponding to) discontinuity in the sequence of deposited rock strata, caused 
by a penod of erosion or no deposition ['un- 4 conformity] 
uncongenial /.unkan'jecnyal, -ni>al/ adj 1 not sympathetic or compat- 
ible roommates') 2 disagreeable, unpleasant <an ^ task) > uncon- 
genlality /-kanjeeni'abti/ n 

unconquerable /un'kongk(9)r3bl/ adj 1 indomitable, unyielding 2 
incapable of being surmounted - unconquerably adv 
unconquered adj 

unconscionable /un'konsh(a)nabl/ adj 1 unscrupulous, unpnncipled 
2 excessive, unreasonable - unconscionably adv 


'unconscious /un'konshas/ adj 1 not knowing or perceiving 2a not 
possessing mind or having lost conscioasness <- matter) for 3 days) 
b not marked by or resulting from conscious thought, sensation, or feeling 
motivation) 3 not intentional or deliberate bias) - nnconacionaly 
adv, unconsciousness n 

‘unconscious n the part of the mind that does not ordinarily enter a 
person's awareness but nevertheless influences behaviour and may be 
manifested in dreams or slips of the tongue 
unconsidered /.unkan'sidad/ adj 1 disregarded, unnoticed 2 not 
carefully thought out opinions) 

unconstitutional /,unkonsti'tyoohsh(3)nl/ adj not consistent with the 
political constitution - unconstitutionally adv, unconstitutionality 
A'abti/ n 

uncontrollable adj 
uncontroversial adj 

unconventional /,unkan'vensh(3)nl/ adj not bound by convention; out 
of the ordinary - unconventionally adv, unconventionality /-'abti/ n 
unconvincing adj 
uncooperative adj 

uncork /.un'kawk/ vt 1 to draw a cork from 2 to release from a pent-up 
state, unleash 

uncounted /un'kowntid/ adj 1 not counted 2 innumerable 
uncouple /.un'kupl/ vt 1 to release (dogs) from a couple 2 to detach, 
disconnect - uncoupler n 

uncouth /un'koohth/ adj awkward and uncultivated in speech or man- 
ner; boonsh [ME, fr OE uncuth, fr un- 4 ciith familiar, known; akin to 
OHG kund known. OE can know - more at 'can] - uncouthly adv, 
uncouthness n 

uncover /un'kuva/ vt 1 to disclose, reveal 2a to remove the cover from 
b to remove the hat from (one's head) 

un'covered adj 1 not supplied with a covenng 2 not covered by 
insurance or social secunty ['un- ♦ covered] 
uncritical /un'kntikl/ adj lacking in discnmination or cntical analysis 
- uncritically adv 

uncrowned /un'krownd/ adj 1 not having yet been crowned 2 having 
a specified status in fact but not in name (the ^ champion) 
unction /'ungksh(d)n/ n the act of anointing as a nte of consecration or 
healing [ME unctioun, fr L unction-, unctio, fr unctus, pp of unguere to 
anoint - more at ointment] 

unctuous /'ungktyoo-as/ adj 1 fatty, oily, or greasy m texture or 
appearance 2 marked by ingratiating smoothness and false sincerity 
[ME, fr MF or ML; MF unctueux, fr ML unctuosus, irreg fr L unctum 
ointment, fr neut of unctus, pp] - unctuously adv, nnetoousness n 
uncultivated adj 

uncurl /UL'kiihl/ vb to (cause to) become straightened out from a curled 
or coiled position 

uncut /un'kut/ adj 1 not cut down or into 2 not shaped by cutting (an 
^ diamond) 3 of a book not having the folds of the leaves tnmmed ofT 
4 not abndged or curtailed 

undamaged adj 
undated adj 

undaunted /un'dawntid/ adj not discouraged by danger or difficulty - 
undauntedly adv 

undec- comb form eleven (\ii\6ecillion) [L undecim, fr unus one + 
decern ten - more at one, ten] 

undeceive /.undi'seev/ vt to f^rec from deception, illusion, or error 
undecided /.undi'sicdid/ adj 1 in doubt 2 without a result (the match 
was left ^ ) ['UN- 4 DFciDFo] - undecidedly adv, undecidedneas n 
undemanding adj 
undemocratic adj 

undemonstrative /.undi'monstrativ/ adj not showing one’s feelings; 
reserved - undemonstratively adv, undemonstrativeness n 
undeniable /.undi'me-abl/ adj 1 plainly true; incontestable evi- 
dence) 2 unquestionably excellent or genuine - undeniably adv 
'under /unda/ adv 1 m or to a position below or beneath sthg 2a in or 
to a lower rank or number (£10 or b to a subnormal degree: 
deficiently - often in combination (under-staffed) 3 in or into s condition 
of subjection, subordination, or unconsciousness 4 so as to be covered, 
buned, or sheltered 5 below 3 [ME, adv & prep, fr OE; akin to OHG 
untar under, L inferus situated beneath, lower, infra below. Ski adha] 
‘under prep la below or beneath so as to be overhung, surmounted, 
covered, protected, or hidden cover of darkness) b using as a 
pseudonym or alias (wrote ^ the name ’George Eliot^ 2a(l) subject to 
the authonty, control, guidance, or instruction of (served ~ the general) 
(2) during the rule or control of (India the Raj") b receiving or 
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undergoing the action or effect of pressurey (^counge //re )<^ 
ethcry<^^ discussjony su/y 3 within the group or designation of 
this headingy 4 less than or infenor to a/i hour); esp falling short of 
(a standard or required degree) 

’under adj la lying or placed below, beneath, or on the lower side b facing 
or pointing downwards 2 lower in rank or authority; subordinate 3 lower 
than usual, proper, or desired in amount or degree USE often in 
combination 

underachiever /.undara'cheeva/ n one who fails to achieve his/her 
scholastic potential 

.under'act A'akt/ vr 1 to perform (a dramatic part) without adequate 
force or skill 2 to perform with restraint for greater dramatic impact or 
personal force ^ vi to perform feebly or with restraint 
.under'age /-'ayj/ adj below the legal age 
''underarm /-,ahm/ adj 1 under or on the underside of the arm 
seams) 2 made with the hand brought forwards and up from below 
shoulder level 

’underarm vt or adv (to throw) with an underarm motion (Jbowl 
’underarm n the part of a garment that covers the underside of the 
arm 

'underbelly /-.beli/ n 1 the underside of an animal, object, etc 2 a 
vulnerable area <r/ie sofi '<- of capitslismy 

.under'bid /•'bid/ vb -dd-; underbid vt 1 to bid less than (a competing 
bidder) 2 to bid (a hand of cards) at less than the strength of the hand 
warrants vi to bid too low - underbidder /--,-/ n 
'under body /-.bodi/ n 1 the lower part of an animal’s body 2 the under 
surface of the body of a vehicle 

.under'bred /•’bred/ adj of infenor or mixed breed <an ^ dog) 
'underbrush /-.brush/ n. NAm undergrowth in a wood or forest 
.under'eapital ized, -ised /-'kapitl lezd/ adj having too little capital for 
efficient operation 

'undercarriage /-.kanj/ n 1 a supporting framework (e g of a motor 
vehicle) 2 the part of an aircraft’s structure that supports its weight, when 
in contact with the land or water n ight 
.under'charge /-'chahj/ vb to charge (e g a person) too little - under- 
charge /'-,•/ n 

'underclothea /-.klohdhr./ n pi underwear 
'underclothing /-.klohdhmg/ n underwear 
'undercoat /-.koht/ n t a growth of short hair or fur partly concealed 
by a longer growth <a dog’s •« > 2 a coat (e g of paint) applied as a base 
for another coat 

'undercover /-.kuva/ adj acting or done in secret; specif engaged in 
spying 

'underoroft /-.kroft/ n a crypt (ME, fr under ♦ crofle crypt, fr MD, 
fr ML crupta, fr L crypta] 

'undercurrent /-.kurant/ n 1 a current below the upper currents or 
surface 2 a hidden opinion, feeling, or tendency 
'.under'eut /-'kut/ vt -tt-; undercut 1 to cut away the underpart of 
a van of ore) 2 to cut away matenal from the underside of so as to leave 
a portion overhangmg 3 to offer sthg at lower pnees than or work for 
lower wages than (a competitor) 

’’undercut n 1 the action or result of undercutting 2 Br the underside 
of sirloin, a beef tenderloin 3 NAm a notch cut in a tree to determine the 
direction of falling dunng felling 

.underde'veloped /-di'vebpt/ adj 1 not normally or adequately devel- 
oped museksy <aii ^ filmy 2 failing to realize a potential economic 
level - underdcTelopiBent n 

'underdog /-.dog/ a l an (expected) loser in a contest 2 a victim of 
injustice or persecution 

.under'done /-'dun/ adj not thoroughly cooked 

.undor'droM /-'dres/ vi to dress less formally than is appropriate - 

uaderdrcaied adj 

.underom'ployment Aim'ploymant/ n 1 less than full employment of 
the work force in an economy 2 employment at less than full time; partial 
or inadequate employment - underemployed adj 
.under'ottimate /-'estimayt/ vr 1 to estimate as being less than the 
actual size* quantity, etc 2 to place too low a value on; underrate - 
uudcrcatteate Aundaresttmat/ n, undereitimation /.undar- 
,esti'maysh(a)n/ n 

.undarax'pose Aik'spohz/ vt to expose insufficiently - uuderexpoiurc 
Aik'spohzha/ a 

.undarf Md /-'feed/ vt underfed /-Ted/ to feed with too little food 
'undar.falt /-.felt/ n a thick felt underlay placed under a carpet 
^indar^foot AYoot/ adv 1 under the feet, esp against the ground 
(Jtrampled 2 in the way ((children always getting 


'undergarment /-.gahmant/ n a garment to be worn under another 
.under'go A'goh/ vt underwent /-'went/, undergone /-'gon/ to be sub- 
jected to, expenence 

'undergrad /-.grad/ n an undergraduate - infml 
'undergraduate /-,grady(x>*at/ n a college or university student who 
has not taken a first degree 

'.under'g round /-'grownd/ adv 1 beneath the surface of the earth 2 m 
or into hiding or secret operation 

’underground adj 1 growing, operating, or situated below the surface 
of the ground 2a conducted in hiding or in secret b existing or operated 
outside the establishment, esp by the avant-garde 
’‘underground n 1 sing or pi in constr a a secret movement or group 
esp in an occupied country, for concerted resistive action b a con- 
spiratonal organization set up for disruption of a civil order c a usu 
avant-garde group or movement that functions outside the establishment 
2 Bra usu electnc underground urban railway, also a tram running in an 
underground 

‘undergrowth /-.grohth/ n shrub, bushes, saplings, etc growing under 
larger trees in a wood or forest 

'underhand /.unda'hand, sense 2 '-,-/ adv 1 in an underhand manner, 
secretly 2 underarm 

’underhand adj 1 not honest and aboveboard, sly 2 undkrarm 2 
.under'hung /-'hung/ adj 1 of a lower jaw projecting beyond the upper 
jaw - compare prognathous 2 having an underhung jaw 
.under! n'sured /-in'shooad, -in'shawd/ adj not sufficiently insured 
.under'Iaid A'layd/ adj 1 placed underneath 2 having sthg laid or lying 
underneath 

'.under'Iay /-'lay/ vt .under'Iaid /-'layd/ I to cover or line the bottom of, 
give support to on the underside or below 2 to raise by sthg laid 
under 

’’underlay n sthg that is (designed to be) laid under sthg else carpet 
with foam > 

.under'Iie /-'lie/ vt underlying /-'lie mg/; underlay /-'lay/, underlain 
A'layn/ 1 to lie or be situated under 2 to form the basis or foundation 
of 3 to be concealed beneath the extenor of /underlying hostility} 
.under'Hne /-'lien/ vt 1 to mark (a word or passage) with a line 
underneath 2 to emphasize, stress - underline /'-,-/ n 
'underling Almg/ n a subordinate or inferior 
'under.lip A.lip/ n the lower lip 
.under'manned A'mand/ adj inadequately staffed 
'undermentioned /-,mensh(9)nd/ adj, Br referred to at a later point 
jn a text 

.under'mine /-'mien/ vt 1 to form a mine under, sap 2 to weaken or 
destroy gradually or insidiously 

'underneath /.unds'neeth/ prep directly below, clc^ under [ME under- 
nethe, prep & adv, fr OE undemeothan, fr under t neothan below - more 
at HtNEATH] 

’underneath adv 1 under or below an object or a surface, beneath 2 on 
the lower side 

’underneath n the bottom part or surface (the -- of the bowfy 
.under'nourished A'nunsht/ adj supplied with less than the minimum 
amount of the foods essential for sound health and growth - undernour- 
ishment n 

.under'paid A'payd/ adj receiving less than adequate or normal pay 
'underpants /-.pants/ n pi men’s pants 

'underpart /-.paht/ n a part lying on the lower side, esp of a bird or 
mammal 

'underpass /-.pahs/ n a tunnel or passage taking a road and pavement 
under another road or a railway 

'underpin /-.pm/ vt -nn- to form part of, strengthen, or replace the 
foundation of a sagging buildingy 
'underpinning A.pmmg/ n 1 the material and construction (eg a 
foundation) used for support of a structure 2 a bads, support - often pi 
with sing, meaning 

.undeAplay /-'play/ vt 1 to underact (a role) 2 to play down the 
importance of 

'underplot /-.plot/ n a subplot 
.undeAprIce /-'pries/ vt to price too low 

.under'privileged A'pnv(i)lijd/ adj deprived of some of the fundamen- 
tal social or economic nghts of a civilized society childreny 
.underpro'duction /-pr9'duksh(9)n/ n the production of less than 
enough or of less than the usual supply - underproductive /-'duktiv/ 
adj 

.under'proof /-'proohf/ adj containing less alcohol than proof spirit 
.under'quote /-'kwoht/ vt 1 to quote a lower pnee than (another 
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person) 2 to quote a price for (e g goods or services) that is lower than 
another's offer or the market price 
.under'rate /-'rayt/ vt to rate too low; undervalue 
.under'score /-'skaw/ vt to underline - underscore n 
Vunder'sea /-'see/ adj 1 being or earned on under the sea or under the 
surface of the sea < -< 0/7 deposits) < warfare) 2 designed for use under 
the surface of the sea 

'undersea, underseas adv beneath (the surface oO the sea 
'under, seal /-.seel/ n a protective corrosion-proof substance (e g bitu- 
men) used esp to coat vehicle undersurfaces - underseal /,-'-. '-,-/ vt 
'undersecretary /-.sekrstri. -.ten/ n a secretary immediately subordi- 
nate to a pnncipal secretary 

.under'sell /-'sel/ vt .under'sold /-'sohld/ 1 to be sold cheaper than 
imported cars that ^ domestic ones'; 2 to make little of the ments of 
<7?e undersold himself), esp to promote or publicize in a (deliberately) 
low-key manner 

.under'sexed /-'sekst/ adj deficient in sexual dnvc or interest 
.under'shoot /-'shooht/ vt undershot /-‘shot/ 1 to shoot short of or 
below (a target) 2 of an aircraft to land shon of (a runway) 
.under'shot /-'shot/ad/ ] underhung 2 moved by water passing beneath 
<fl/i ^ wheel) 

'undershrub /-.shrub/ n a small low-growing shrub 
'underside /-.sied/ n the side or surface lying underneath 
'under.signed /-.siend/ n, pi undersigned the one who signs his/her 
name at the end of a dcKument 

.under'siied /-'siezd/ also 'undersize adj of less than average size 
'underslung /-.slung/ adj, of a vehicle frame suspended below the 
axles 

'underspin /-.spin/ n backspin 
.under'staffed / 'stahft/ adj undermanned 

understand /,und;i stand/ vb understood /-'stood/ vt la to grasp the 
meaning of; comprehend b to have a thorough knowledge of or expertise 
in <'^ finance) 2 to assume, suppose <we ^ that he is abroad) 3 to 
interpret in one of a number of possible ways {as I it) 4 to supply 
mentally (sthg implied though not expressed) ^vi 1 to have a grasp or 
understanding of sthg 2 to believe or infer sthg to be the case ,3 to show 
a sympathetic or tolerant attitude {if he loves her he'll [ME 
understands, fr OE understandan, fr under i standan to stand] - 
understandable adj, understandably adv. underatandability /-da - 
'bibti/ n 

Vunder'standing /-'standing/ n 1 a mental grasp, comprehension 2 the 
power of comprehending, intelligence, esp the power to make expenence 
intelligible by applying concepts 3a a friendly or harmonious relationship 
b an informal mutual agreement 

'understanding adj tolerant, sympathetic - understandingly adv 
.under'state /-'stayt/ vt 1 to state as being less than is the case 2 to 
present with restraint, esp for greater effect - understatement A-.--/ n 
'under.steer /-.stia/ n the tendency of a motor vehicle to turn less 
sharply than the dnver intends - understeer /.-'-/ vi 
.under'strength /-'streng(k)th/ adj deficient in strength, esp lacking the 
sufficient or presenbed number of staff {a firm 500 ~ ) 

'understudy /.unda'studi, '-,-/ vi to study another actor’s part in order 
to take It over in an emergency ^ vt to prepare (e g a part) as understudy, 
also to prepare a part as understudy to 
''under.study n one who is prepared to act another's part or take over 
another’s duties 

'undersurface /-.suhfas/ n the underside 

.under'take /-'tayk/ w .under'took /-'took/; .under'taken /-'taykan/ 1 
to take upon oneself as a task 2 to put oneself under obligation to do, 
contract 3 to guarantee, promise 

'undertaker /-.tayka/ n sby whose business is prepanng the dead for 
burial and arranging and managing funerals [undertake -» '-er] 
'undertaking /-.taykmg/ n 1 the business of an undertaker 2 an 
enterpnse 3 a pledge, guarantee 
'undertenant /-.tenant/ n a subtenant 

.under-the-'counter adj surreptitious and usu illicit - infml [fr the 
hiding of illicit wares under the counter of shops where they are sold] 
'underthinga /-.thmgz/ n pi underwear - infml 
‘undertone /-.tohn/ n 1 a subdued utterance 2 an underlying quality 
(eg of emotion) 3 a subdued colour; specif one seen through and 
modifying another colour 

'undertow A.toh/ n 1 an undercurrent that flows in a different direction 
from the surface current, esp out to sea 2 a hidden tendency often 
contrary to the one that is publicly apparent 

.under'value /-'valyooh/ vt 1 to value, rate, or estimate below the real 


worth < ^ stock) 2 to assign an insufficient value lo <wfls ^dasa poet) 

- undervaluation /-,valyoo'aysh(a)n/ n 

.under'water /-'wawta/ adj 1 situated, used, or designed to operate 
below the surface of the water 2 being below the waterline of a ship - 
underwater adv 

.under 'way adv 1 m or into motion 2 in progress, afoot [prob fr D 
onderweg, fr MD onderwegen, lit., under or among the ways) 
'under.weer /-.wea/ n clothing worn next to the skin and under other 
clothing GARMENT 

underweight /.unda'wayt, noun '-,-/ adj or n (of a) weight below 
average or normal 

'‘under, wing /-.wing/ n any of vanous moths that have the hind wings 
banded with contrasting colours 

'‘under.wing adj placed or growing underneath the wing {a bird's ^ 
coverts) 

'underworld /-.wuhld/ n 1 the place of departed souls, Hades 2 the 
world of organized crime 

.under'write /-'net/ vb underwrote /-'roht/, underwritten /-'ntn/ vt 1 
to write under or at the end of sthg else 2 to set one’s signature to (an 
insurance policy) thereby assuming liability in case of specified loss or 
damage; also to assume (a sum or risk) by way of insurance 3 to subsenbe 
to, agree to 4a to agree to purchase (a security issue) usu on a fixed date 
at a fixed price with a view to public distnbution b to guarantee financial 
support of ^ VI to carry on the business of an underwnter 
‘underwriter /-.neta/ n 1 one who underwntes sthg, esp an insurance 
policy 2 one who selects risks to be solicited or rates the acceptability of 
risks solicited 

undescended /.undi'sendid/ adj, of a testis retained within the abdo- 
men rather than descending into the scrotum at the normal age ['UN * 
dfscfnded] 

undeserved adj - undeservedly adj 
undeserving adj 

undesirable /.undi'zie arabl/ n or adj (sby or sthg) unwanted or objec- 
tionable elements in society) - undesirably adv, undesirability 
/-ra'bibti/ n 

undetectable adj 
undetected adj 
undeterred adj 
undeveloped adj 

undies /'undiz/ n pi underwear, esp women’s underwear - infml [by 
shortening & alter ] 

undignified adj 
undiminished adj 
undisclosed adj 
undisguised adj 
undistinguished adj 
undisturbed adj 
undivided adj 

undo /un'dooh/ vb undid /un'did/, undone /un'dun/ vt 1 to open or 
loosen by releasing a fastening 2 to reverse or cancel out the effects of 3 
to destroy the standing, reputation, hopes, etc of ^ v/ to come open or 
apart - undoer n 

undock /un'dok/ w 1 to move away from a dock (e g at sailing time) 
2 to become undocked ^ vt to separate (e g 2 spacecraft) mechanically 
while in space 

undoing /un’dooh-mg/ n (a cause of) rum or downfall 
'undone /un'dun/ past part of undo 
'undone adj not performed or finished [‘un- 4 done] 
undoubted /un'dowtid/ adj not disputed; genuine ['un- f ooubied] 

- undoubtedly adv 

undreamed /un'dreemd. un'dremt/ also undreamt /un'dremt/ adj not 
conceived of; unimagined - usu + of [‘un- + dreamed] 

'undress /un'dres/ vt to remove the clothes or covenng of vi to take 
off one’s clothes 

'undress n 1 ordinary dress - compare full dress 2 a state of having 
little or no clothing on 

un’dressed adj 1 partially or completely unclothed 2 not fully pro- 
cessed or finished hides) 3 not cared for or tended {an ^ wound) 
['uN- + dressed] 

undrinkable adj 

undue /un'dyooh/ adj 1 not yet due 2 excessive, immoderate 
undulant fever fundyoolant/ n a persistent human brucellosis 
'undulate /'undyoo,layt/, undulated /-.laytid/ ad/ having a wavy surface, 
edge, or markings {the margin of a leaf) plant [L unduktus, 
fr (assumed) L unduJa, dim. of L unda wave - more at water] 
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’undMiate w l to nse and fall in waves; fluctuate 2 to have a wavy form 
or appearance [LL undula small wave, fr (assumed) L] 
undulation /,undyoo'laysh(3)n/ it la a gentle nsing and falling (as lO 
in waves b a wavelike motion; also a single wave or gentle nse 2 a wavy 
appearance, outline, or form 
undulatory /'undyoobt(3)n/ adj undulating, wavy 
unduly /un'dyoohli/ adv excessively 
undying /un‘die-ing/ adj eternal, perpetual 

unaarnad /un'uhnd, un'uhnt/ adj not gamed by work, service, or skill 
incomey 

unaarnad Incramant n an increase in the value of property (e g land) 
due to increased demand rather than the owner’s labour or investment 
unaarth /un'uhth/ vt 1 to dig up out of the ground 2 to make known 
or public 

unaarthly /un'uhthli/a4f 1 not terrestrial radio sources} 2 exceed- 
ing what is normal or natural; supernatural <an ^ light} 3 weird, eene 
4 unreasonable, preposterous (setting up at an ^ hour} ~ compare 
UNGODLY 2 - unearthllnea n 

unaaaa /un'eez/ n a feeling of disquiet or awkwardness 
unaaay /un'eezi/ adj 1 marked by lack of physical or mental ease, 
uncomfortable, awkward 2 apprehensive, worried 3 precanous, unstable 
<An ^ truce} ['un- + easy] - iincaaily adv, uneasiness n 
unaatabla mIJ inedible 

unaconomic /.uneka'nomik, -eeka-/ also uneconomical /-kl/ adj not 
economically practicable 

unadifying adj 
unaducatad adj 

unamployabla /.unim'ployabl/ adj not acceptable for employment 
unamployad /.umm'ployd/ adj 1 not engaged in a job 2 not invested 
['UN- -t- employed] > unemployed n pi in constr 
unamploymant /.umm'ploymant/ n the state of being unemployed; 
lack of available employment 

.unam'ploymant .banaf it n a sum of money paid (e g by the state) at 
regular intervals to an unemployed worker 
unanding adj 
unandurabla adj 
unanforcaabla adj 
unantarprising adj 
unanthuaiaatic adj 
unanviabla adj 

unaqual /un'eekwal/ adj la not of the same measurement, quantity, or 
number as another b not like in quality, nature, or status c not the same 
for every member of a group, class, or society hghts} 2 badly 
balanced or matched 3 not uniform 4 incapable of meeting the require- 
ments of sthg - 4 to - unequally adv 
un'aquallad adj not equalled, unparalleled 

ufiaquivocal /.um'kwivakl/ adj clear, unambiguous - unequivocally 
adv 

unarring /un'uhnng/ adj faultless, unfailing <~ judgment} - unerr- 
lagly adv 
unathical adj 

unavan /un'eev(a)n/ adj la not level, smooth, or uniform b varying 
from the straight or parallel c irregular, inconsistent d varying in quality 
<«n ^ performance} 2 unequal 2 <aji ^ content} - unevenly adv, 
nnevenoem n 

unavantful /,uni'ventf(9)l/ adj without any noteworthy or untoward 
incidents - uneventfblly adv 

unaxcaptlonabla /.unik'scpsh(3)n9bl/ adj beyond reproach or cnti-^ 
cism; unimpeachable [un- obs exception (to take exception, object)] 
aneiieepdonablcness n, nneiceptionably adv 
unaxcaptlonal /.unik'sepsh(9)nl/ adj commonplace, ordinary 
unaxpactad /.unik'spektid/ adj not expected or foreseen - unex- 
pectedly adv, uncxpectednees n 
unaxplainad adj 
unaxplodad adj 
unaxplorad adj 
unaxpurgatad adj 

unfailing /un'fayling/ adj that can be relied on; constant <a subject of 
interest} ['un- + failing] > unfailingly adv, nnfaOingneas n 
unfair /onYeu/ adj 1 unjust, dishonest 2 not equitable, esp in business 
dealings competition} - anfairly adv, unfnimeM n 
unfaithful /un*faythf(a)l/ adj 1 disloyal, faithless 2 not faiUiAil to a 
marriage partner, lover, etc, esp in having sexual relations with another 
person ['un- + faithful] - anfaitlifblly adv, onfaithfblnesa n 


unfaltaring /un'fawluring/ adj not wavering or hesitating; firm - 
unfalteringly adv 

unfamiliar /.unfa'mili-s, -ys/ adj 1 not well-known; strange (an ^ 
place} 2 not well acquainted with the subject} ['un- ■* familiar] 
- unfamillarly adv, unfamiliarity /.unfamiirarsti/ n 
unfaatan /un'fahs(a)n/ vt 1 to loosen, undo 2 to untie, detach 
unfavourable /un'fayv(9)rabl/ adj 1 expressing disapproval; negative 
2 disadvantageous, adverse (an economic climate} - unfavourably 
adv 

unfeeling /un'feeling/ adj not kind or sympathetic, hardhearted ['un- 
feeling] -* unfeelingly adv, unfeellngness n 
unfetter /un'feta/ vt 1 to release from fetters < ^ a pnsoner} 2 to free 
from restraint; liberate 
unfilled adj 

unfinished /un'finisht/ adj 1 not brought to the desired final state, 
incomplete 2 subjected to no other processes after coming from the loom 
['un- 4 finished] 

'unfit /unfit/ adj 1 unsuitable, inappropnate 2 incapable, incompetent 
<— for duty} 3 physically or mentally unsound ['un- + 'fit] - unfit- 
ness n 

^unfit vt -tt- to make unfit, disqualify <^ted by temperament for the 
scholastic life} 

unflagging /un'flaging/ adj never flagging, tireless - unflaggingly 
adv 

unflappable /un'flapabi/ adj remaining calm and composed, imperturb- 
able ['un- *■ flap (state of excitement) f -able] - unflappability 
/-paTsibli/ n 

unflattering /un'flatanng/ adj not flattering, esp unfavourable 
comments} - unflatteringly adv 

unfledged /un'flejd/ adj 1 not feathered, not ready for flight 2 not fully 
developed, immature 

unflinching /un'flmchmg/ adj not flinching or shnnking, steadfast - 
unflinchingly adv 

unfold /unfohid/ vt 1 to open the folds of, spread or straighten out 2 
to disclose gradually ^vi 1 to open from a folded state 2 to open out 
gradually to the mind or eye 

unforeseeable adj 
unforeseen adj 

unforgettable /.unfa'getabl/ adj incapable of being forgotten, memor- 
able - unforgettably adv 
unforgivable adj 

unformed /un'fawmd/ adj not shaped; esp immature, undeveloped 
'unfortunate /un'fawch(9)n9t/ adj la unsuccessful, unlucky b accom- 
panied by or resulting in misfortune (an decision} 2 unsuitable, 
inappropnate (an - choice of words} 

^unfortunate n an unfortunate person 

un'fortunately Ah/ adv 1 m an unfonunate manner 2 as is unfortu- 
nate the matter is not so simple} 

unfounded /un'fowndid/ adj lacking a sound basis, groundless 
unfreeze /un’freez/ vb unfroze A'frohz/, unfrozen /-'frohz(9)n/ to 
(cause to) thaw 

unfrequented /.unfn'kwentid, -'freekwsntid/ adj not often visited or 
travelled over 
unfriendly adj 

unfrock /un'frok/ vt to depnve (esp a pnest) of the nght to exercise the 
functions of office 

unfulfilled adj 

unfurl /un'fuhl/ vb to (cause to) open out from a furled state, unroll 

unfurniehed adj 

ungainly /un'gaynii/ adj lacking in grace or dextpnty; clumsy ['un- + 
gainly (suitable, graceful), fr gain (direct, handy), fr ME gayn, fr OE gen, 
fr ON gegn] - ungainlincaa n 

ungenerous /un'jen(9)r9S/ adj 1 petty, uncharitable 2 stingy, mean 
['un- 4 generous] - ungenerously adv 
ungentlemanly adj 

ungodly /un'godli/ adj la denying God or disobedient to him; heathen 
b sinlul, wicked 2 mdecent, outrageous (gets up at an hour} - compare 
unearthlv 4 - ungodliness n 

ungovernable /un'guv(9)n»bl/ adj not capable of being controlled or 
restrained 

ungraceful adj 

ungracious /un'grayshas/ adj rude, impolite ['un- f gracious] - 
ungraciously adv, ungraciousness n 

ungrateful /un'graytf(a)l/ adj 1 showing no gratitude 2 disagreeable, 
unpleasant - nngrateftiUy adv, ungratefulness n 
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ungrudging /un'grujing/ adj generous, wholehearted <- pnusey - 
ungrudgingly adv 

unguarded /un'gahdid/ adj 1 vulnerable to attack 2 showing lack of 
forethought or calculation, imprudent ~ unguardedly adv, unguarded* 
neas n 

unguent /'ung-gwant/ n a soothing or healing salve, ointment [ME. fr 
L unguentum - more at oiniment] 

unguis /'ung gwis/ n, p! ungues Agweez/ 1 a nail, claw, or hoof, esp on 
a digit of a vertebrate 2 a narrow pointed base of a petal [L] 
'ungulate /'ungyoobi, -.layt/ adj 1 having hoofs 2 of or belonging to the 
ungulates [LL ungulatus, fr L unguJa hoof, fr unguis nail, hoof] 
’ungulate n any of the group consisting of the hoofed mammals [NL 
Ungulata, group name, fr neut pi of LL ungulatus] 
unhampered adj 

unhand /un'hand/ vt to remove the hands from, let go 
unhappily /un'hapali/ adv 1 in an unhappy manner 2 DNioaru- 
NATELY 2 

unhappy /un'hapi/ adj 1 not fortunate, unlucky 2 sad, miserable 3 
unsuitable, inappropnatc <an ^ remark} - unhappiness n 
unharmed adj 

unhealthy /un'helthi/ adj 1 not m or conducive to good health 2 
unnatural, esp morbid <a/i ~ interest in death} - unhealthily adv, 
unhealthiness n 

unheard /un'huhd/ adj 1 not perceived by the ear 2 not given a 
heanng 

un'heard-of adj previously unknown, unprecedented 

unheeded adj 
unhelpful adj 
unheralded adj 

unhinge /un'hmj/ . 1 to remove (e g a door) from hinges 2 to make 
unstable, unsettle iher mind was ~ d by gne/} 
unholy /un'hohli/ adj 1 wicked, reprehensible (an ^ alliance} 2 
Icrnble, awful - infml (making an ^ racket} - unholincss n 
unhook /un'hook/ vt 1 to remove from a hook 2 to unfasten the 
hooks of 

unhorse /un'haws/ vt to dislodge (as lO from a horse 
unhurried /un'hund/ adj not hurried, leisurely - unhurriedly adv 
unhurt adj 
unhygienic adj 

uni- /yoohni-/ prefix one, single (unxcellular} [ME, fr MF, fr L, fr unus 
- more at one] 

uniaxial /.yoohm'aksi dl/ adj of or having only 1 axis - uniaxially 
adv 

uni'cameral /-'kamardl/ adj of or having a single legislative chamber 
[uni- > cameral (as in bicameral)] - unicamerally adv 
uni'cellular /-'selyoob/ adj having or consisting of a single cell - 
unicellularity /-.sclyoo'larati/ n 

unicorn /'yoohni.kawn/ n a mythical animal usu depicted as a white 
horse with a single horn in the middle of the forehead [ME unicome, fr 
OF, fr LL unicornis, fr L, having one horn, fr uni- ^ cornu horn - more 
at morn] 

'uni, cycle /-.sieki/ n any of vanous vehicles that have a single wheel and 
are propelled usu by pedals [um f -cycle (as in tncycle)] - unicyclist 
/-.sicklist/ n 

unidentified adj 

.unidirectional /-di'reksh(3)nl, -die-/ adj involving, functioning in. or 
moving in a single direction - unidirectionally adv 
Unification church n the church of the Moonies 
'uniform /*yoohni,fawm/ adj 1 not varying in character, appearance, 
quantity, etc <a ~ speed} 2 conforming to a rule, pattern, or pMctice, 
consonant [MF um forme, fr L uniformis, fr uni- + -formis -for in] - 
uniformly adv, uniformneas n 
’uniform vt to clothe in a uniform <a ^ed officer} 

’uniform n dress of a distinctive design or fashion worn by members of 
a particular group and serving as a means of identification 
Uniform - a communications code word for the letter u 
uniformitarian /.yoohnifawmi'lean-an/ n or adj (an adherent) of 
uniformitananism 

uniformitarianiam /, yoohni, fawmi'te3ri a.niz(a)m/ n the theory that 
all geological changes can be accounted for by processes (e g faulting) 
existing and acting as at present 

uniformity /.yoohniTawmati/ n la lack of vanation or diversity, esp 
sameness, monotony b an instance of uniformity 2 consistency in 
conduct or opinion, esp in religion ['uniform i -ity] 
unify /'yoohni, fie/ vt to make into a unit or a coherent whole; unite [LL 


unificare, fr L uni- » -ficare -fy] - unifier n, unifiable adj, unification 
/-fi'kaysh(a)n/ n 

.uni'lateral /-'iat(3)r3l/ adj la done or undertaken by 1 person or party 
disarmament} b of or affecting 1 side 2 produced or arranged on or 
directed towards 1 side (a stem bearing flowers} 3 having only 1 side 
-- unilaterally adv 

.uni'locular /-'lokyoob/ adj containing a single cavity anthers} 
unimaginative adj 
unimpaired adj 

unimpeachable /.umm'peechabl/ adj 1 not to be doubted; beyond 
question 2 irreproachable, blameless ['un f impeachable] - unim- 
peachably adv 
unimportant adj 
unimpreaaed adj 

unimproved /.unim'proohvd/ adj 1 not improved for use (e g by being 
cultivated) land} 2 not used or employed advantageously 

uninhabited adj 

uninhibited /.umn'hibitid/ adj acting spontaneously without constraint 
or regard for what others might think ['un- t inhibiied] -uninhibitcdly 
adv, uninhibitedneu n 
uninitiated adj 
uninspiring adj 
unintelligible adj 
unintentional adj 
uninterested adj 
uninteresting adj 
uninterrupted adj 

uninucleate /.yoohni'nyoohkliayt, -at/ adj having a single nucleus 
uninvited adj 

'union /'yoohnyan/ n la(l) the formation of a single political unit from 

2 or more separate and independent units (2) a uniting in mamage, also 
SEXUAi INTERCOURSE b Combination, junction 2a(]) an association of 
independent individuals (e g nations) for some common purpose (2) a 
political unit made up from previously independent units b trade union 

3 the set of all elements belonging to 1 or more of a given collection of 
2 or more sets symbol 4 a coupling for pipes (and fittings) [ME, 
fr MF, fr LL union-, unio oneness, union, fr L unus one - more at 
onl] 

’union adj of, dealing with, or constituting a union 
‘union .card n a card certifying personal membership of a trade 
union 

union cloth n any of vanous cloths having warp and weft threads of 
different fibres 
Union Flag n union jack 

unionism /''yoohny 9 ,niz( 9 )m/ n 1 adherence to the pnnciples of trade 
unions 2 *.up adherence to the policy of union between the states of the 
USA, esp dunng the Civil War 3 cap the pnnciples and policies of the 
Unioi ’St party 

unionist /’yoohnysmst/ n an advocate or supporter of union or union- 
ism 

Unionist adj of or constituting a political pany of N Ireland that supports 
the union with Bntain and draws support generally from the Protestant 
community 

union ize -ise /’yoohnya.niez/ vt to cause to become a member of or 
subject to the rules of a trade union, form into a trade union - unioniza- 
tion /-'zaysh(9)n/ 

.Union 'Jack /jak/ n the national flag of the UK combining crosses 
representing England, Scotland, and N Ireland [jack (small national flag 
flown by a ship)] 

'union .suit n, NAm combinations 3 

uniparous /yoo'mparas/ adj producing only I egg or offspring at a time; 
also having produced 1 offspnng 

unipolar /.yoohni'pohb/ adj having, produced by. or acting by a single 
magnetic or electneal pole - unipolaiity /-pa'laroti/ n 
unique /yooh'neek, yoo-/ adj la sole, only (his ^ amcem} b producing 
only 1 result (the factorization of a number into pnme factors} 2 
without a like or equal, unequalled 3 very rare or unusual - disapproved 
of by some speakers [F, fr L unicus, fr unus one - more at one] - UBlqBely 
adv, nniquenesf n 

unisex /yoohni,seks/ adj 1 able to be worn by both sexes <a hair 
style} 2 deahng in unisex products or styles <a ^ barber's} 
.uni'sexual /-'seksyooal, -'sekshfa)!/ adj of or restricted to 1 sex: a male 
or female but not both b dioecious <j flower} - usiaeissUy adv, 
unisexuality /-.seksyoo'abti, -shoo'abti/ n 

unison /'yoohnis(3)n, -z(a)n/ n la (the state oO identity in musical pitch; 
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the interval between 2 notes of the same pitch b the wnting, playing, or 
singing of parts in a musical passage at the same pitch or in octaves 2 
harmonious agreement or union [MF, fr ML untsonus having the same 
sound, fr L unh + sonus sound - more at 'sound] - unison adj 
unit /*yoohnit/ n la(l) the first and lowest natural number; one (2) a 
single quantity regarded as a whole in calculation b the number occupy- 
ing the position immediately to the left of the decimal point in the Arabic 
notation, also, pi this position 2 a determinate quantity (e g of lenrth, 
time, heat, value, or housing) adopted as a standard of measurement 
3a a single thing, person, or group that is a constituent of a whole b a 
part of a military estabhshment that has' a prescribed organization (e g of 
personnel and supplies) c a piece of apparatus serving to perform 1 
particular function [back-formation fr unity] - unit adj, uaitive adj, 
■nltiae vt 

Unitarian /.yoohni'tedn-an/ n 1 often cap a person who rejects the 
doctrine of the Tnmty and believes in one god who is a single being 2 
cap a member of a Christian denomination that stresses individual 
freedom of belief, the free use of reason in religion, a united world 
community, and liberal social action [NL unitarius, fr L unitas unity] - 
unitariaa adj, often cap, unitarianiam n, often cap 
unitary /'yoohnit(3)n/ adj la of or relating to a unit b based on or 
characterized by unity or units 2 undivided, whole - unitarily 
/'yoohnit(a)rali, .yoohni'terali/ adv 

unit character n a natural character inherited either as a whole or not 
at all; esp one dependent on the presence or absence of a single gene 
unite /yoo'niet, yooh-/ vt 1 to join together to form a single unit 2 to 
link by a legal or moral bond <^d by mamage) '^vi 1 to become (as 
if) 1 unit 2 to act in concert [ME umten, fr LL umtus, pp of unire, fr 
L unus one - more at one] - uniter n 
u'nitad adj 1 combined, joined 2 relating to or produced by joint action 
<a effort} 3 in agreement; harmonious - unitedly adv 
U.nitad Ra'formeda^t of the United Reformed Church formed in 1972 
by the union of the Presbyterian Church of England and the Congrega- 
tional Church of England and Wales 

unit membrane n a 3-layered semipermeable membrane structure 
consistmg of a lipid layer 2 molecules thick that contains protein mol- 
ecules [fr Its being the basic structural unit of the cell] 
unit trust n an investment company that minimizes the nsk to investors 
by collective purchase of shares in many different enterpnses - compare 
INVESTMENT TRUST 

unity /'yoohnati/ n la the state of bang 1 or united (^strength lies in ^} 
b(l) a definite amount taken as 1 or for which 1 is made to sund in 
calculation <in a table of natural sines the radius of the 0rcle is regarded 
as ^} (2) a number by which any element of an arithmetical or 
mathematical system can be multiplied without change in the resultant 
value 2a concord, harmony b continuity and agreement in aims and 
interests of purpose} 3 singleness of effect or symmetry in a literary 

or artistic work 4 a whole made up of related parts [ME unite, fr OF 
unite, fr L uaitat-, unitas, fr unus one] 

'univalent /.yoohni'vaybnt/ adj 1 having a valency of 1 2 of a chromo- 
some not pairing with another chromosome at meiotic cell division 
PSV] 

’univalent n a univalent chromosome 
'uni.valve /-.valv/ adj having or consisting of 1 valve 
'univeraal /.yoohni'vuhs(a)i/ adj 1 including or covenng all or a whole 
without limit or exception 2 present or occumng everywhere or under 
all conditions 3 including a major part or the greatest portion (e g of 
mankind) practices} 4 affirming or denying sthg of, or denoting, 
every member of a class (‘no man knows everything’ is a ^ negative}^ 
[ME, fr MF, fr L universalis, fr universum universe] - univerialize vt, 
UBiTcraiUy adv, univeraalneas n. universality /-'salati/ n 
’universal n t a universal proposition in logic 2 a general concept or 
term 

universal coupling n universal joint 

.uniVersaliam /-.izCajm/ n 1 often cap a theological doctnne that 
everyone will eventually be saved 2 universality • unlTersalist 
/.yoohnfvuhsCajhist/ n or adj, often cap 

universal joint n a shaft couplin^npable of transmitting roution from 
one shaft to another at an angle car 

universe /'yoohni.vuhs/ n la(l) all things that exist; the cosmos (2) a 
galaxy b the whole world; everyone 2 population S (L universum, fr 
neut of univenus entire, whole, fr uni- -*■ versus turned towards, fr pp of 
vertere to turn - more at 'worth] 

university /.yoobni'vuhsati/ n (the premises of) an institution of higher 
learning that provides facilities for full-time teaching and research, is 


authonzed to grant academic degrees, and in Bntain receives a Treasury 
grant (she’s at ^} [ME universite, fr OF univemte, fr ML universitat-, 
universitas, fr L universus] 

university extension n a system by which a university provides public 
lectures and courses 

univocel /yooh'nivaki/ adj having 1 meaning only [LL univocus, fr L 
uni- + VOC -, vox voice - more at voice] - unlvocally adv 
unjust /un'just/ adj charactenzed by injustice; unfair - uigustly adv, 
unjustness n 
unjustifiable adj 
unjustified adj 

unkempt /un'kempt/ adj 1 not combed; dishevelled ('->' hair} 2 not 
neat or tidy ['un- ^ kempt (combed, neat), fr ME, pp of kemben to comb, 
fr OE cemban] 

unkind /un'kiend/ adj 1 not pleasing or mild (an ^ climate} 2 lacking 
in kindness or sympathy, harsh - unkindly adv, unkindness n 
unknowable /un'noh-abl/ adj not knowable, esp lying beyond the limits 
of human expenence or understanding 

unknowing /un'noh ing/ adj not knowing - unknowingly adv 
'unknown /un'nohn/ adj not known, also having an unknown value (an 
quantity} 

’unknown n 1 a person who is little known (e g to the public) 2 a symbol 
in a mathematical equation representing an unknown quantity 
.Unknown 'Soldier n an unidentified soldier whose body is entombed 
in a national memonal as a representative of all of the same nation who 
died in a war, esp cither of the world wars 
unlace /un'lays/ vt to undo the lacing of 

unlatch /un'Iach/ vt to open or loose by lifting a latch ^ w to become 
unlatched 

unlawful /un'lawf(d)l/ adj 1 illegal 2 not morally right or conventional 

- unlawfully adv, unlawfulness n 

unlay /un'Iay/ vt unlaid /-'layd/ to untwist the strands of (c g a rope) 
unlearn /un’luhn/ vt to put out of one's knowledge or memory 
unlearned /un'luhnd, -'luhnt/ adj 1 not educated 2 ignorant 3 not 
gained by study or training 

unleash /un'icesh/ vt to free (as lO from a leash. loose from restraint or 
control 

unfeavened adj 

unless /an'Ics/ conj 1 except on the condition thaHJivo/iV work -- you 
put in some money} 2 without the necessary accompaniment that, except 
when (we swim — it's very cold} [ME unlesse, alter of onlesse, fr on » 
lesse less] 

unlettered /un'letad/ adj illiterate ['un- i leitfred] 

unlicensed adj 

'unlike /.un’lick/ prep 1 differeni from 2 not charactenstic of (^ him 
to be late} 3 in a different manner from ['un- f *likl] 

’unlike adj 1 marked by dissimilarity, different 2 unequal ~ unlike- 
neas n 

un'tikely /-li/ adj 1 having a low probability of being or occurnng (an 
^ possibility} 2 not believable, improbable (an - story} 3 likely to fail, 
unpromising 4 not foreseen (the - result} - unlikelihood n, unlikeli- 
ness n 

unlimber /un'limba/ vt to detach (a gun) from the limber and so make 
ready 

unlimited /un'Iimited/ adj 1 lacking any controls or restnctions 2 
boundless, infinite - nnlimitedly adv 

unlisted /un'listid/ adj 1 not appeanng on a list 2 chiefly NAm 
ex-directory 

unload /un'lohd/ vt la(l) to take off or out (2) lo take the cargo from 
b to give vent to. pour forth 2 to relieve of sthg burdensome 3 to draw 
the charge from 4 dump 2 '^vi to perform ths act of unloading - 

nnloader n 

unlock /un'lok/ vt 1 to unfasten the lock of 2 lo open, release 3 to 
provide a key to; disclose (- the secrets of nafure} ~vi to become 
unlocked 

unlooked-for /un'lookt faw/ adj not foreseen or expected 
unloose /un'Ioohs/ vt 1 to relax the strain of (-*> a gnp} 2 to release 
(as lO from restraints; set free 3 to loosen the tiei of 
unloosen /m!i'loohs(a)n/ vt to unloose 
unlovely /.un’luvli/ adj disagreeable, unpleasant - onloveiinesa n 
unlucky /un'luki/ adj 1 marked by adversity or failure (an ^ year} 2 
likely to bring misfortune (an ^ omen} 3 having or meeting with bad 
luck (^ people} - unluckily adv, nnlnckineaa n 
unmade /.un'mayd/ adj, of a bed not put in order ready for sleeping 
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unmake /.un'mayk/ vt unmade /-'mayd/ 1 to undo, destroy 2 to deprive 
of rank or office; depose 3 to change the nature of 
unman /.un'man/ vt -nn* 1 to deprive of manly vigour, fortitude, etc 2 
to castrate, emasculate 

unmanageable adj 

unmanly /un'manli/ adj 1 lacking in manly virtues, weak, cowardly 2 
efferainate - unmanlineas n 

unmanned /.un'mand/ adj not manned (an spaceflighty 
unmannerly /un'manali/ adj discourteous, rude - unmannerliness n 
unmarried adj 

unmask /un'mahsk/ vt 1 to remove a mask from 2 to reveal the true 
nature of; expose 

unmentionable /un'mensh(3)n3bl/ adj not fit to be mentioned, 
unspeakable 

un'mentionables n pi underwear - euph or humor 
unmerited adj 

unmindful /un'miendf(9)l/ adj not taking into account, forgetful of 
unmistakable /.unmi'staykabl/ adj clear, obvious ['un- ^ mistak 
able] - unmistakably adv 

unmitigated /un'mitigaytid/ adj 1 not diminished in seventy, intensity, 
etc 2 out-and-out, downnght <r/ie evening was an ^ disaster) (an ^ 
evif) - unmitigatedly adv 
unmixed adj 
unnamed adj 

unnatural /un'nachdral/ adj 1 not in accordance with nature or a 
normal course of events 2a not in accordance with normal feelings or 
behaviour; perverse b artificial or contnved in manner > unnaturally adv, 
unnaturalness n 

unnecessary /'in'nesas(3)n. -.sen/ adj not necessary - unnecessarily 
adv 

unnerve /un'nuhv/ vt to depnvc of nerve, courage, or the power to act 
- unnervingly adv 

unnumbered /.un'numbad/ adj 1 innumerable 2 without an identify- 
ing number (^ pages) 

unobserved adj 
unobstructed adj 
unobtainable adj 

unobtrusive /.unab'troohsiv, -ziv/ adj not too easily seen or noticed, 
inconspicuous - unobtrusively adv, unobtrusiveness n 
unoccupied /un'okyoopied/ adj not occupied, esp not lived in, 
empty 

unofficial adj 
unopposed adj 
unoriginal adj 

unorthodox /un'awthxloks/ adj not conventional in behaviour, beliefs, 
doctnne, etc - unorthodoxly adv, unorthodoxy n 
unpack /un'pak/ vt 1 to remove the contents of 2 to remove or undo 
from packing or a container ^vi to set about unpacking sthg - 

unpacker n 
unpaid adj 

unpaired /,un'pe3d/ adj not paired, esp not matched or mated 
unpalatable /un'pabtabl/ adj 1 not pleasing to the taste 2 unpleasant, 
disagreeable - unpalatability /-ta'bibti/ n 

unparalleled /un'paraleld/ adj having no equal or match, unique ['dn- 
+ para^lllld] 

unpardonable adj 

unparliamentary Aunpahb'mentan, also -lya-/ adj not in accordance 
with parliamentary practice 
unpatriotic adj 

unperson /un'puh$(3)n/ n, pi unpersons a person who, usu for p. utical 
or idealogical reasons, is officially unrecognized 

unperturbed adj 

unpick /un'pik/ vt to undo (e g sewing) by taking out stitches 
unpin /un'pin/ vt -nn- 1 to remove a pm from 2 to loosen or unfasten 
by removing a pin 

unplaced /un'playst/ adj, chiefly Br having failed to finish in a leading 
place in a competition, esp a horse race ['un- ^ piaced] 

unplanned adj 
unplayable adj 

unpleasant /un'plez(3)nt/ adj not pleasant or agreeable, displeasing - 
unpleasantly adv 

un'pleaaantnesa /-nis/ n 1 the state of being unpleasant 2 an 
unpleasant situation, experience, etc 

unplug /un'plug/ vt -gg- la to take a plug out of b to remove an 


obstruction from 2 to disconnect from an electnc circuit by removing a 
plug <<^ the refngerator) 

unplumbed /un’plumd/ adj not thoroughly explored ['un- f 
plumbed] 

unpolitical /.unpa'litikl/ adj not interested or engaged in politics 
unpopular adj - unpopularity n 

unprecedented /un'presidentid/ adj having no precedent; novel - 
unprecedentedly adv 
unpredictable adj 

unprejudiced /un'prejoodist, -p-/ adj impartial, fair 

unpremeditated adj 
unprepared adj 
unprepoaaessing adj 

unpretentious /,unpn'tenshas/ adj not seeking to impress others by 
means of wealth, standing, etc; not affected or ostentatious - unpreten- 
tiously adv, unpretentiousneas n 

unprincipled /un'pnnsip(9)ld/ adj without moral pnnciples; unscrupu- 
lous - unprincipletlness n 
unprintable /un'pnntabl/ adj unfit to be printed 
unprofitable adj 
unpromising adj 
unpronounceable adj 
unprotected adj 
unprovoked adj 

unputdownable /.unpoot'downabi/ adj, chiefly Br compulsively read- 
able - infml 

unqualified /un'kwolified/acf^ 1 not having the necessary qualifications 
2 not modified or restneted by reservations (^ approval) - unqualifiedly 
/-fiedli, -,fie idli/ adv 

unquestionable /un'kwe$ch(a)n9bl/ adj not able to be called in ques- 
tion, indisputable (^ evidence) - unquestionably adv 
unquestioned adj 

unquestioning /un'kwesch(3)ning/ adj not expressing doubt or hesita- 
tion (^ obedience) - unquestioningly adv 

unquiet /un'kwie-at/ adj 1 agitated, turbulent 2 physically or mentally 
restless, uneasy - unquletly adv, unquietness n 
unquote /.un'kwoht/ n - used orally to indicate the end of a direct 
quotation 

unravel /un'ravl/ vb -ll- {NAm -I-, -11-), /un'ravbng, -'ravl ing/ vt I to 
disentangle 2 to clear up or solve (sthg intncate or obscure) vi to 
become unravelled 

unreed /un'red/ adj 1 not read 2 not familiar with or versed in a 
specified field 
unreal ad- 
unrealistic adj 

unreasonabie /un'reez(3)n3bl/ adj 1 not governed by or acting accord- 
ing to reason (^ people) 2 excessive, immoderate (-^ demands) - 
unrertsonableness n, unreasonably adv 

unreasoning /un'reczdning/ adj not moderated or controlled by reason 
<- fear) - unreasoningly adv 

unreel /un'rcel/ vt to unwind from a reel -^vi to become unreeled 
unrelated adj 

unrelenting /.unn'lenting/ adj 1 not weakening in determination; stem 
2 not letting up in vigour, pace, etc - unrelentingly adv 
unreliable adj 
unrelieved adj 

unremitting /.unn'mitmg/ adj constant, incessant - unremittingly 
adv 

unremunerative adj 
unrepeatable adj 
unrepresentative adj 
unrequited adj 

unreserved /.unn'zuhvd/ adj 1 entire, unqualified ('^ enthusiasm) 2 
frank and open in manner ['un- 4 reserved] - nnreservedly /-vidli/ 
adv, unreservedness /-'zuhvdnis, -vidnis/ n 
unresponsive adj 
unrest /un'rest/ n agitation, turmoil 

unrestrained /unn'straynd/ adj not held in check; uncontrolled ['un- 
4 restrained] - unrestrainedly /-nidli/ adv, uBrcstrainedacss 
/-nidnis/ n 
unrestricted adj 
unrewarding adj 
unripe adj 

unrivalled, NAm chiefly unrivaled /un'nevld/ adj unequalled, unparal- 
leled ['un- 4 rivalled] 
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Length 




cm 


ft 

yd 




1 metre 

1 

100 

39.3701 

3.28084 

1.09361 

1 digit 

= 1 9 cm J m 


1 centimetre 

0.01 

1 

0.393701 

0.0328084 

0.0109361 

1 hand 

= 10 cm 4 In 


1 inch 

0.0254 

2.54 

1 

0.0833333 

0.0277778 

1 palm (length) 

- approx 20 cm 

8 in 

1 foot 

0.3048 

30.48 

12 

1 

0.3333333 

(breadth) 

= or 10 cm 

4 in 

1 yard 

0.9144 

91.44 

36 

3 

1 

1 span 

approx 23 cm 

9 In 


1 kilometre = 1 00m 
1 mile=1760vd 


1 kilometre 1 0.621371 0.539957 

1 mile 1.60934 1 0.868976 

1 nautical mile 1.85200 1.15078 1 

1 light year - 9.46070 x 1 0’*^ metres = 5.87848 x 1 0^^ miles 
1 Astronomical Unit - 1 .495 x 10" metres 
1 parsec = 3.0857 x 10’® metres = 3.2616 light years 


1 cubit 
1 pace 
1 link 
1 ell 

1 fathom 

1 rod, pole, or perch 
1 chain 
1 furlong 

1 league (variable) 


approx 46 cm 
approx 75 cm 


20.1 cm 
1.14m 
1.83 m 
5,03 m 
20.1 m 
201 m 


7^iin 
45 in 
6 ft 
yd 
22 yd 
220 yd 


1 are 
1 hectare 
1 km^ 

1 acre 
1 rood 
1 mi^ 


lOOm^* 

1 00 are 
1 00 hectares 
0.4047 hectare 
1011. 7m2 
2.59 km2 


119.6yd2 
2.471 acres 
0.387 mi^ 
4840 yd^ 
i acre 
640 acres 


Cubic measure 

1 

1 728 cu in = 1 
27cuft - 1 


1 cubic inch 
1 cubic foot 
1 cubic yard 
1 cu centimetre 


1 6.4 cm^ 
0.0283 m^^ 
0.765 m^ 
0.061 in'* 


lOOOcucm = 1 cu decimetre 0.035 ft^ 


1 000 cu dm = 1 cu metre 


= 1.308 yd^ 


Capacity measure 

1 fluid ounce - 28.4 ml 

5 fl 02 1 gill = 0.142 I 

4 gill 1 pint = 0.568 1 

2 pt 1 quart “ 1 . 1 36 I 

4 qt 1 gallon = 4.546 I 

1 millilitre = 0.002 pt 
10 ml 1 centilitre = 0.01 8 pt 

10 cl 1 decilitre - 0.176 pt 

lOdI 1 litre - 1.76 pt 


Weight 


1 6 drams 
1 6 02 
1 4 pounds 
2 stones 
4 quarters 
20 cwt 


lOOOg 
1000 kg 


1 grain 
1 dram 
= 1 ounce 
= 1 pound 

- 1 stone 
= 1 quarter 

- 1 hundredweight 
1 (long) ton 

1 milligram 
" 1 centigram 
= 1 decigram 
= 1 gram 

- 1 kilogram 
= 1 tonne 

(metric ton) 

= 14.5939 kg 


Troy weight 


24 grains 


64 8 mg 
1 772 g 
28.35 g 
0.4536 kg 
6 35 kg 
12 7 kg 
50 8 kg 
1016 tonnes 

0 015 gram 

0 1 54 gram 

1 543 gram 
15 43 gram 

= 0 035 02 
2.2051b 

0 984 (long) ton 


20 dwt (480 grams) = 1 ounce 
1 2 02 (5760 grams) - 1 pound 


1 gram = 

1 pennyweight (dwt) = 


0.0648 g 
1 .555 g 
31 1035g 
373 27 g 


Velocity 


1 metre per second 1 3.6 2 23694 3.28084 

1 kilometre per hour 0.277778 1 0.621371 0.911346 

1 mile per hour 0.44704 1.609344 1 1.46667 

1 foot per second 0.3048 1.09728 0.681817 1 

1 knot = 1 nautical mile per hour = 0.51 4444 metre per second 


Pressure 


1 newton per square metre (pascal) 
1 kilogram per square centimetre 
1 pound per square inch 
1 atmosi^ere 


N/m2(Pa) 

1 

980.665 X 10^ 
6.89476x10^ 
1.01325X 10® 


kg/cm ^ 

1.01972X 10- 
1 

0.0703068 

1.03323 


1 pascal ^ 1 newton per square metre =10 dynes per square centimetre 
1 bar = 1 0® newtons per square metre = 0.986923 atmosphere 
1 torr = 1 33.322 newtons per square metre =1/760 atmosphere 
1 atmosphere = 760 mm Hg = 29.92 in Hg = 33.90 ft water (all at 0*^0.) 


Temperature 

^Fahrenheit = (|xx°C)-i-32 
“Centigrade = fx(x°F-32) 

where x is the temperature 
needing converting 


1.46038 X 10 

14.2234 

1 

14.6959 


9.86923x10 

0.967841 

0.068046 
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Work and energy 

cal kWhr btu 

I joule 1 0.238846 2.77778x 10 9.47813VlO^ 

1 calorie 4.1868 1 1 16300x10 3.96831 xlO’^ 

1 kilowatt hour 3.6x10® 8.59845x 10'’ 1 3412.14 

1 British Thermal Unit 1055.06 251.997 2 93071 x 10^* 1 

1 joule ^ 1 newton metre = 1 watt second =10^ ergs = 0 737561 ft lb 
1 electron volt - 1 602 10 x 10~’® joule 

Force 

N kg 

1 newton 1 0 101972 

1 kilogram force 9 80665 1 

1 dyne 10'^ 1 01972x 10 

1 poundal 0 138255 1.40981 x 10 

1 pound force 4.44822 0 453592 


dyne poundal lb 

10^ 7 23300 0.224809 

9 80665 10^ 70 9316 2 20462 

1 7 23300x 10 2.24809x 10 

1 38255x 10' 1 0.031081 

4.44823x 10' 32 174 1 


Apothecaries weight US measures 

1 grain - 0 0648 g 

20 grains ^ 1 scruple = 1 296 g 

3 scruples (60 grains) - 1 drachm - 3.888 g 

8 drachms (480 grains) - 1 ounce - 31 1035 g 


Apothecaries capacity measure 

1 minim 0 059 ml 

60 minims - 1 fluid drachm 3 55 ml 
8 fl drachm - 1 fluid ounce - 28 4 ml 

20 fl oz - 1 pint - 0 568 I 

8 pt - 1 gallon - 4 546 I 


UK cookery measures US cookery measures 

1 teaspoonful 6 ml 1 teaspoonful 5 ml 

1 dessertspoonful = 1 2 ml 

1 tablespoonful 1 8 ml 1 tablespoonful 1 5 ml 

1 cupful - 284 ml 1 cupful ~ 237 ml 


Clothing 
Women's clothes 

British and American sizes with average cm/in equivalents 


British 

bust 

hips 

waist 

8 

76 cm 
81 cm 
58 cm 

10 

81 cm 
86 cm 
58 cm 

12 

86 cm 
91 cm 
61 cm 

14 

91 cm 
97 cm 
66 cm 

16 

97 cm 

1 02 cm 
71 cm 

18 

102 cm 
1 07 cm 
76 cm 

20 

1 07 cm 
1 12 cm 
81 cm 

American 

6 

_ 

To 


14 

16 

18 

bust 

30 in 

32 in 

34 m 

36 in 

38 in 

40 in 

42 1.' 

hips 

32 in 

34 in 

36 m 

38 in 

40 in 

42 m 

44 m 

waist 

23 in 

23 in 

24 in 

26 in 

28 in 

30 in 

32 in 


Women's shoes 










British 

3 

3’/2 

4 

4’/2 

5 

5’/2 

6 

6’/: 

7 

7/2 

American 

4 ’/a 

5 

5V2 

6 

6/2 

7 

7/2 

8 

8 ’/a 

9 

Continental 

35 Va 

36 

36’/: 

37 

37/2 

38 

38/2 

39 

39/2 

40 

Men's shirts 











British 

14 

1416 

15 

15’/a 

16 

I 6 V 2 

17 




American 

14 

14ya 

15 

15/2 

16 

16’/: 

17 




Continental 

36 

37 

38 

39 

41 

42 

43 




Men's shoes 

British 

7 

IV2 

8 

8^2 

9 

9’/: 

10 

lOVa 

11 

11 ’/a 

American 

8V2 

9 

9’/: 

10 

lO’/a 

1 1 

11 ’/a 

12 

12Vk 

13 

Continental 

40 

40 Va 

41 

41 Va 

42 

42 Va 

43 

43 Va 

44 

44’/: 


Capacity measure 

1 minim 0.059 ml 

60 minims - 1 fluid dram 3.6966 ml 
8 fl drams = 1 fluid ounce 0 296 dl 

16floz ^ 1 pint 0.473 1 

2 pt - 1 quart 0.946 I 

4 qi =1 gallon 3.785 I 

Dry measure 

1 pint 0.551 I 

2 pi - 1 quart 1.101 I 

8 qt =1 peck 8.809 1 

4 pecks = 1 bushel 35 238 I 


Weight 

25 lb =1 US quarter 

- 12.7 kg 

4 quarters (1001b) - 1 US hundredweight (cwt) 
^ 45.36 kg 

20 cwt (2000 lb) = 1 US (short) ton 
= 907.19 kg 
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unroll /un'rohi/ vt to open out, uncoil ^ vi to be unrolled; unwind 
unround /.un'rownd/ vt spread Ic 

unruffled /un'rufld/ adj 1 poised, serene 2 smooth, calm < ^ watery 
[‘uN- ♦ ruffled] 

unruly /unVoohii/ adj difficult to discipline or manage [ME unreuly, fr 
un- f reuly disciplined, fr reuJe rule] - unruliness n 
unsaddle /un'sadl/ vt 1 to take the saddle from 2 to throw from the 
saddle ^ vi to remove the saddle from a horse 
unsafe adj 

unsaid /un'sed/ adj not said or spoken 

unsatisfactory adj 
unsatisfying adj 

unsaturated /un'sachooraytid/ adj not saturated eg a capable of 
absorbing or dissolving more of sthg (an ^ solutiony b able to form 
products by chemical addition, esp containing double or tnple bonds 
between carbon atoms 

unsavoury /un'sayvan/ adj disagreeable, distasteful; esp morally offen- 
sive 

unscathed /un'skaydhd/ adj entirely unharmed or uninjured 
unschooled /un'skoohld/ adj untaught, untrained [‘un- > 

schooled] 

unscientific /.unsie-an'tifik/ adj 1 not in accordance with the principles 
and methods of science 2 without scientific knowledge - unscientifically 
adv 

unscramble /.un'skrambl/ vt 1 to separate into onginal components 2 
to restore (scrambled communication) to intelligible form - unscram- 
bler n 

unscrew /un'skrooh/ vt 1 to remove the screws from 2 to loosen or 
withdraw by turning w to become unscrewed 
unscrupulous /un'skroohpyoobs/ adj without moral scruples, unprin- 
cipled - unscrupulously adv. unKrupulouanesa n 
unseasonable /un'seez(a)nabl/ adj 1 untimely, inopportune 2 not 
normal for the season of the year <<« weathery > unseasonableness n, 
unseasonably adv 

unseat /.un'seet/ vt 1 to dislodge from one’s seat, esp on horseback 2 
to remove from a (political) position 
unseeing adj 

unseemly /un'seemli/ adj not conforming to established standards of 
good behaviour or taste ['un- 4 seemly] 

'unseen /.un'seen/ adj done without previous preparation (a/i transla- 
tiony ['un- 4 seen] 

’unseen n, chiefly Br a passage of unprepared translation (doing 
Latin ^s) 

unselfish /un'selfish/ adj not selfish, generous - unaciflahly adv, unself- 

lahacaa n 

unsentimental adj 
unserviceable adj 

unsettle /un'setl/ vt 1 to move from a settled state or condition 2 to 
perturb or agitate vi to become unsettled - unaettllngly adv 
unsettled /un'setld/ adj la not calm or tranquil, disturbed b vanable, 
changeable (-^ weathery 2 not resolved or worked out. undecided 3 not 
inhabited or populated (-► landy 4 not paid or discharged (^ debts) 
['un- 4 settled] - unacttlcdneu n 

Unsex /.un'seks/ vt to depnve of sexual power or the typical qualities of 
one’s sex 

unshackle /un'shaki/ vt to free from shackles 

unshakable, unshakeable adj 
unshaven adj 

unsheathe /un’sheedh/ vt to draw (as iO from a sheath or scabbaad 
unship /.un'ship/ vb -pp- vr 1 to take out of a ship 2 to remove (e g an 
oar or tiller) from position -^vi to become or be suitable for being 
detached or removed 

unsight /.un'siet/ vt to prevent from seeing (^the goalkeeper was ^ ed and 
ntissed the ball) 

unsightly /un'sietli/ adj not pleasing to the eye, ugly 
unsigned adj 
unsinkable adj 

unskilled /.un'skild/ adj 1 of, being, or requinng workers who are not 
skilled in any particular branch of work 2 showing a lack of skill 
unaling /un'sling/ vr unalung /-'slung/ 1 to remove from being slung 2 
to release from slings 

unsociable /un'sohsh(i)9bl/ adj not liking social activity; reserved, 
solitary - nnaociableiieBB n, usaodably adv, snsodsbility /•sh(i)a- 
'bilati/ II 

unsocial /un'sohsh(a)l/ adj 1 marked by or showing a dislike for social 


interaction 2 Br worked at a time that falls outside the normal working 
day and precludes participation in normal social activities (- hoursy - 
unsocially adv 
unsold adj 
unsolicited adj 

unsophisticated /.unsa'fisti.kaytid/ adj I pure, unadulterated 2 not 
socially or culturally sophisticated 3 simple, straightforward - unsophis- 
tication /-'kaysh(3)n/ n 

unsound /.un'sownd/ adj 1 not healthy or whole 2 mentally abnormal 
(of mindy 3 not firmly made, placed, or fixed 4 not valid or true, 
specious {an ^ premisey ['un- f 'sound] - unsoundly adv, unsound- 
ness n 

unsparing /.un'speanng/ adj 1 not merciful; hard, ruthless 2 liberal, 
generous - unsparingly adv 

unspeakable /un'speekabi/ adj 1 incapable of being expressed in words 
2 too terrible or shocking to be expressed ['un- * splakabll] - 
unspeakably adv 
unspecified adj 
unspoiled adj 
unspoilt adj 
unspoken adj 
unsportsmanlike adj 

unspotted /.un'spotid/ adj morally blameless ['un- * spotted] 
unstable /un’staybl/ adj not stable, not firm or fixed, not constant e g 
a apt to move, sway, or fall, unsteady {an ^ towery b charactenzed by 
inability to control the emotions - unstableness n, unstably adv 
'unsteady /un'stedi/ vt to make unsteady 

’unsteady adj 1 not firm or stable, a/so walking in an erratic or 
staggenng manner 2 changeable, fluctuating 3 not uniform or even, 
irregular ['un- f 'si lady] - unsteadily adv, unsteadiness n 
unstinting adj 

unstop /.un'stop/ vt -pp- 1 to free from an obstruction 2 to remove a 
stopper from 

unstoppable /un'stopabl/ady determined, forceful ['un- ^ stoppable] 

- unstoppably adv 

unstreamed /.un'streemd/ adj not divided into educational streams 
unstressed /un'strest/ adj 1 not bcanng a stress or accent ^ ^ syl- 
Jablesy 2 not subjected to stress (^ wiresy 

unstring /un'stnng/ vt unstrung /-'strung/ 1 to loosen or remove the 
strings of 2 to make mentally disordered or unstable <^was unstrung by 
the newsy 

' unstuck /un'stuk/ adj [Hjn- 4 stuck] - come unstuck to go wrong, be 
unsuccessful 

unstudied /un'studid/ adj 1 not acquired by study 2 not done or 
planned for effect ['un- studied] 

unsubstantiated adj 
unsuccessful adj 

unsuitable /un's(y)oohtabl/ adj not suitable or fitting, inappropriate - 
unsuitably adv, unsuitability /-u'bibti/ n 
unsuited adj 

unsung /.un'sung/ adj not celebrated or praised (c g in song or verse) 
['un- 4 sung] 

unsupported adj 
unsure adj 
unsurpassable adj 
unsuspecting adj 

unswerving /un'swuhvmg/ adj not deviating, constant (-» hyaJtyy 

unsympathetic adj 
unsystematic adj 

untangle /un'tanggi/ vt to loose from tangles or entanglement, 
unravel 

untapped /un'tapt/ adj 1 not yet tapped {an ~ kegy 2 not drawn on 
'or exploited {as yet ~ marketsy 

untarnished adj 

untaught /.un'tawt/ adj 1 not educated, ignorgnt 2 not acquired by 
teaching; natural kindnessy 

untanabla /un'tenabi/ adj not able to be defended {an ^ opmtony - 
untenabllity /-na'bibti/ n 

unthinkabla /un’thingkabl/ adj contrary to what is acceptable or 
probable; i»ut of the question - unthinkably adv, unthinkability 
/-ka'bibti/ n 

unthinking /vn'thmgking/ adj not taking thought, heedless, unmindful 

- unthinkingly adv 

unthought /.un'thawt/ adj not anticipated; unexpected - often 4 of 
or on 
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untidy /un'tiedi/ adj not neat, slovenly, disorderly - untidily adv, 
untidiness n 

untie /un'tie/ vt 1 to free from sthg that fastens or restrains 2a to 
separate out the knotted parts of b to disentangle, resolve ^ vi to become 
untied 

'until /un'til, an-/ prep 1 up to as late as (jtot available ^ tomorrow^ 2 
up to as far as (^stay on the train ^ Birmingham') [ME. fr un- unto, until 
(akin to OE oth to, until, OHG unt unto, until, OE ende end) + til, till 
till] 

^until conj up to the lime that; until such time as 
untimely /un'tiemh/ adi 1 occurnng before the natural or proper time, 
premature <- death} 2 inopportune, unseasonable (an ~ joke}(^ 
frost} ~ untimeliness n 

untitled /un'tietid/ adj 1 not named (an novel} 2 not called by a title 
<— nobility} 

unto /'unloo, -ta/ prep, archaic to 1,2,3 [ME, fr un- unto, until 
+ to] 

untold /un'tohid/ adj 1 incalculable, vast 2 not told or related 
'untouchable /un'tuchabi/ adj 1 that may not be touched 2 lying 
beyond reach mineral resources buned deep within the earth} - 
untouchability /-cha'bilati/ n 

'untouchable n sby or sthg untouchable; specif, often cap a member of 
a large formerly segregated hereditary group in India who in traditional 
Hindu belief can defile a member of a higher caste by contact or 
proximity 

untouched adj 

untoward /.uma'wawd/ adj not favourable; adverse, unfortunate -- 
untowardly adv, untowardness n 
untraceable adi 

untried /un'ti.ed/ auj net tested or proved by expenence 
untrod /un'trod/, untrodden /-d(3)n/ adj not trod, unexplored 

untroubled adj 

untrue /un’trooh/ adj 1 not faithful, disloyal 2 not level or exact <-► 
doon and windows) 3 inaccurate, false - untruly adv 
untrustworthy adj 

untruth /.un'iroohth/ n 1 lack of truthfulness 2 sthg untrue, a false- 
hood 

untruthful /un'throohthf(3)l/ adj not telling the truth, false, lying - 
untruthfully adv, untruthfulness n 

untutored /un'tyoohtad/ adj 1 having no formal learning or education 
2 not produced by instruction, native (his shrewdness} 

unusable adj 

unused /un'yoohst, senses 2a and 2b -'yoohzd/ adj 1 unaccustomed - 
usu + to 2a fresh, new b not used up sick leave} ['un- + used] 
unusual /un'yoohzhooal, -zhal/ adj 1 uncommon, rare 2 different, 
unique (an painting} ['un- 4 usual] - unusually adv, unusual- 
ness n 

unutterable /un'ut(3)r3bl/ adj 1 beyond the powers of description, 
inexpressible 2 out-and-out, downnght (an ^ foof) - unutterably 
adv 

unvarnished /.un'vahmsht/ adj not adorned or glossed, plain (told the 
truth} 

unvarying adj 

unveil /un'vayl/ vt 1 to remove a veil or covenng from 2 to make public; 
divulge V7 to remove a veil or protective cloak 
unvoiced /un'voyst/ adj 1 not expressed in words 2 voiceless 

unwanted adj 

unwarranted /un'worantid/ adj not justified, (done) without good 
reason 

unwary adj 

unwashed /un'wosht/ adj not cleaned (as if) with soap and water 
unwavering /un'wayv(3)nng/ adj fixed, steadfast ['un- f wavering] 

- unwaveringly adv 
unwelcome adj 
unwell /un'wel/ adj in poor health 

unwieldy /un'weeldi/ adj difficult to move or handle; cumbersome ['un- 
+ wieldy (capable of wielding, active) fr wield + '-y] - unwieldily adv, 
unwieldineas n 

unwilling /un'wihng/ adj loath, reluctant (was to learn} ['un- *■ 
'willing] - unwillingly adv, unwillingness n 

unwind ^n'wiend/ vb unwound /-'wownd/ vt to cause to uncoil; unroll 
^ vi 1 to become unwound 2 to become less tense; relax 
unwise /un'wiez/ adj foolish, imprudent - unwisely adv, unwisdom 
/-*wiid(a)m/ n 

unwitting /un'witing/ adj 1 not intended; inadvertent (an « mistake} 


2 Ignorant, unaware (an ^ accomplice} ['un- 4 witting, prp of arch wit 
(to know), fr ME witen, fr OE witan - more at wii] - unwittingly 
adv 

unwonted /un'wohntid, -'won-/ adj out of the ordinary; unusual - 
unwontedly adv, unwontedness n 
unworkable adj 

unworldly /un'wuhidli/ adj 1 naive, unsophisticated 2 not swayed by 
material considerations (eg of wealth or personal gam) ['un- 4 
woRi dly] - unworldliness n 

unworn /.un'wawn/ adj 1 not impaired by use, not worn away 2 never 
worn, new 

unworthy /un'wuhdhi/ adj la lacking in excellence or quAlity; poor b 
base, dishonourable 2 not befitting one's position or condition of life 
(behaviour ^ of an ambassador} 3 not deserving ('^ of attention} - 
unworthily adv, unwortblness n 

unwrap /un'rap/ vt -pp- to remove the wrapping from a pack- 
age} 

unwritten /un'ntn/ adj 1 not (formally) written down 2 containmg no 
writing, blank 

unwritten constitution n a constitution not embodied in a single 
document but based chiefly on custom and precedent 
unyielding /un'yeelding/ adj 1 lacking in softness or flexibility 2 firm, 
obdurate - unyieldingly adv 
unyoke /un'yohk/ vt to free from a yoke or harness 
unzip /un'zip/ vb -pp- to open (as lO by means of a zip 
'up /up/ adv la at or towards a relatively high level (live ^ in the 
mountains} b from beneath the ground or water to the surface c above 
the honzon d upstream e in or to a raised or upright position (hands 
^ •>, specif out of bed (soon be and about} f off or out of the ground 
or a surface (pull ^ a daisy} g upwards lb b to the top; esp so as to 
be full (lop the radiator} 2a into a state of. or with, greater intensity 
or activity (speak > b into a faster pace or higher gear 3a in or into 
a relatively high condition or status (family went in the world} - 
sometimes used interjectionally as an expression of approval BBC 2! 
- The Listener} b above a normal or former level (sales are ^} eg (!) 
upwards 2b (2) higher in pnee c ahead of an opponent (we're S points 
^ > 4a(l) m or into existence, evidence, prommence, or prevalence (new 
houses haven't been ^ long} (2) m or into operation or full power (get 
steam} b under consideration or attention, esp before a court for 
robbery} 5 so as to be together (add ~ the figures) 6a entirely, 
completely <eaf — your spinach} b so as to be firmly closed, joined, or 
fastened c so as to be fully inflated 7 in or into storage 8 in a direction 
conventionally the opposite of down a(l) to windward (2) with rudder 
to leeward > used with reference to a ship's helm b in or towards the north 
c so as to arrive or approach (walked to her} - compare turn up d 
to or at the rear of a theatncal suge e chiefly Br to or in the capital of 
a country or a university city (-^ in London} 9 in or into parts <c/icp 
> 10 to a stop ' usu f draw, bang, fetch, or pull [partly fr ME up 
upwards, fr OE up, partly fr ME uppe on high, fr OE, both akin to OHG 
uf up, L sub under, Gk hypo under, hyper over - more at 'over] 

'up adj 1 moving, inclining, bound, or directed upwards or up 2 ready, 
prepared (dinner's ^!} 3 going on, taking place; esp being the matter 
(what's 4 at an end (time's ^>; esp hopeless (it's all ^ with him 
now} 5a well informed b abreast 2 (-^ on her homework} 6 of a road 
being repaired; having a broken surface 7 ahead of an opponent (2 strokes 
^ afier 9 holes} 8 of a ball in court games having bounced only once on 
the ground or floor after being hit by one's opponent and therefore 
playable (not ) 9 Br, of a train travelling towards a large town, specif 
travelling towards London - compare down S - up againat faced with, 
confronting - up against it in great difficulties 
*up vb -pp- VI - used with and and another verb to indicate that the action 
of the following verb is either surpnsingly or abruptly initiated (he ped 
and mamed) ‘--vt 1 to increase (they ^ ped the pnee of milk} 2 
raise 8c 

*up prep la up along, round, through, towards, in, into, or on (walk ^ 
the hill) (water ^ my nose} b at the top of (the office is those stairs) 
2 Br (up) to (going ^ the West End) - nonstandard 
*up n I (sthg in) a high position or an upward incline 2 a penod or state 
of prosperity or success (has had some ^ s and downs) 3 the part of a 
ball's trajectory in which it is still rising aOer having bounced (hit the ball 
on the > 

.up-and-'coming adj likely to advance or succeed 
.up-and-'down adj 1 marked by alternate upward and downward 
movement 2 perpendicular 3 hilly 

,up and 'down adv to and fro 
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.up-«nd>'up n, chiefly Br a potentially or increasingly successful course 
- chiefly in on the up-and-up 

Upanishad /oofa'pamshad, ooh'pahnishahd/ n a collection of Vedic 
philosophical treatises forming the main body of Hindu senptures [Skt 
upaniMd] > UpaniahaiUc /-'shadik, -'shahdik/ adj 
upas /‘yoohpas/ n la a tall Asiatic and E Indian tree of the flg family 
with a milky juice that contains poisonous glucosides used as an arrow 
poison b a shrub or tree of the same region yielding an arrow poison like 
strychnine 2 a poisonous concentrate of the juice or latex of a upas 
[Malay pohon upas poison tree] 

'upbeat Aip.beet/ n an unaccented (e g the last) beat in a musical bar 
Hipbeat adj, chiefly NAm optimistic, cheerful - infml 
up-bow /up ,boh/ n a stroke in piaymg a bowed instrument (e g a violin) 
in which the bow is moved across the strings from the tip to the heel 
upbraid /up'brayd/ vr to scold or reproach severely [ME upbreyden, fr 
OE upbregdan] - upbraider n 

upbringing /up.bnng-ing/ n a particular way of bnnging up a child 
<Aad a strict Calvinist ^ > 

upcoming /upjeuming/ adj, NAm about to happen, forthioming 
.up-'country adj 1 (charactenstic) of an inland, upland, or outlying 
region 2 not socially or culturally sophisticated - up-country /'- n, 
up-country /.- '-/ adv 
'update /.up'dayt/ vt to bring up to date 
’’update n an act of updating <a computer file ^ > 
updraught /upidrahA/ n an upward movement of air or other gas 
upend /.up'end/ vt 1 to cause to stand on end 2 to knock down 
upfleld /.up'feeld/ adv or adj downfield 

upgrade /.up'grayd/ vt to raise or improve the grade of, esp to advance 
to a job requinng a higher level of skill, esp as part of a training 
programme 

upgrowth /upgrobth/ n the process or result of growing upwards, 
development 

upheaval /up'heevi/ n 1 an upheaving, esp of part of the earth’s crust 
2 (an instance oO extreme agitation or radical change 
upheave /.up'heev/ vt to heave up, lift - upheaver n 
'uphill ' ’up.hil/ n rising ground 
’.up'hill adv upwards on a hill or incline 

’.up'hill adj 1 situated on elevated ground 2 going up; ascending 3 
difficult , laborious <aii — struggiej 

uphold /up'hohld/ vt upheld /-'held/ 1 to give support to, maintain 2 
to support against an opponent or challenge the ruling of the lower 
courtj - upholder n 

upholster /up'hohista, -'hoi-/ vt to provide with upholstery 
[back-formation fr upholstery] - upholsterer n 
up'holstery An/ n matenals (e g fabnc, padding, and spnngs) used to 
make a soft covering, esp for a scat [ME upholdester dealer in small 
articles, upholsterer, fr upholden to uphold, fr up ^ holden to hold] 

^ upkeep /up.keep/ n (the cost of) maintaining or being maintained in 
good condition 

upland /upland/ n (an area oO high (inland) land - often pi with sing, 
meaning geography - upland adj, uplander n 
'uplift /up'lift/ vt 1 to raise, elevate 2 to improve the spmtual, social, or 
intellectual condition of - upUfter n 

’’up.lift /! 1 a moral or social improvement 2 influences intended to 
uplift 

,Up-*market adj bemg, producing, dealing in, or using goods designed to 
appeal to the more prosperous or higher-status section of a market - 

■p-narket adv 

upon /a'pon/ prep on - chiefly fml 

'upper /upa/ adj la higher in physical position, rank, or order b farther 
inland <rire Thames} 2 being the branch of a legislature consisting of 

2 houses that ti usu more restneted in membership, is in many cases less 
powerful, and possesses greater traditional prestige than the lower house 

3 cap being a later division of the specified geological period or series 
<Upper Carboniferous} [ME, fr ujype up -er - more at up] 

’uppor tt the parts of a shoe or boot above the sole - on one's uppers at 
the end of one's means 

Hipppr a a stimulant drug; esp amphetamine - infml [up + '-er] 
,upppr-’caM adj capital 2 [fr the compositor’s practice of keeping 
capita] letters in the upper of a pair of type cases] 
upppr caM II 1 a type case containing capitals ai^usu small capitals, 
fractions, symbols, and accents 2 capital letters alphabet 
.upper ’claaa o the class occupying the highest position in a society; esp 
the wealthy or the aristocracy > ipper-dasa 
.upper 'cruet n sing or p! in constr the highest social class - infml 


uppercut /upa.kut/ n a swinging blow directed upwards with a bent arm 

- uppercut vb 

.upper 'hand n mastery, advantage - f the 

uppermost /'up3,mohst/ adv m or into the highest or most prominent 
position - uppermost adj 
upper partial n overtonl la 

uppish /*\ipish/ adj 1 hit up and travelling far m the air 2 uppity > infml 

- uppishly adv, uppishness n 

uppity /upati/ adj putting on airs of supenonty, supercilious - infml 
[prob fr up + -ay (arbitrary suffix)] - uppityness n 
uprate Aup'rayt/ vt to raise in rank, status, size, or power 
'upright /'up,net/ adj la perpendicular, vertical b erect in carnage or 
posture c having the main part perpendicular (an ^ freezer} 2 marked 
by strong moral rectitude - uprightly adv, uprightness n 
’upright adv m an upnght or vertical position 
’upright n 1 sthg that stands upnght 2 upright, upright piano a piano 
with vertical frame and stnngs 
uprising /’up.riezing/ n a usu localized rebellion 
upriver /.up'nva/ adv or adj towards or at a point nearer the source of 
a nver 

uproar /'up, raw/ n a state of commotion or violent disturbance [by folk 
etymology fr D oproer, fr MD, fr op up v roer motion, akin to OE up 
up, Sl hreran to stir] 

uproarious /.up'rawn as/ adj 1 marked by noise and disorder 2 
extremely funny (an - comedy} ~ uproariously adv, uproarious- 
ness n 

uproot /.up'rooht/ vt 1 to remove by pulling up by the roots 2 to displace 
from a country or traditional habitat or environment ~ uprooter n 
uprush /'up,rush/ n an upward rush (e g of gas or liquid) 
upsadaisy /'upsa.dayzi/ inteij upsydaisy 
,ups and 'downs n pi alternating rises and falls, esp in fortune 
'upset /up'set/ vb -tt-; upset vt 1 to thicken and shorten (e g a heated iron 
bar) by hammenng on the end 2 to overturn, knock over 3a to trouble 
mentally or emotionally b to throw into disorder 4 to make somewhat 
ill ^ VI to become overturned ~ upsetter n 
’'up,set n 1 a minor physical disorder (a stomach ^ > 2 an emotional 
disturbance 3 an unexpected defeat (e g in politics) 

'upsat .prica n the minimum pnee fixed for property offered at auction 
or public sale 

upshot /’up.shot/ n the final result; the outcome - mfml ['up f 'shot, 
ong sense, the final shot in an archery contest] 

* .upsida 'down /'up,sied/ adv 1 with the upper and the lower parts 
reversed 2 m or into great disorder or confusion [alter of ME up so doun, 
fr up + so + doun down] - upside-down adj 
'up.sidas adv, Br so as to be even or equal - usu f of or wah, mfml 
upsiion /upsilon, -'sic-, 'yoohp-/ n the 20th letter of the Greek alphabet 
[MGk y psilon, lit , simple y, fr the desire to distinguish it from oi, which 
was pronounced the same in later Greek] 

'upstaga /.up'suyj/ adv at the rear of a theatrical stage, also away from 
the audience or film or television camera 
’upstaga adj 1 of or at the rear of a stage 2 haughty, aloof [(2) 
*upstage] 

’’up.staga n the part of a stage that is farthest from the audience or 
camera 

^upstaga vt l to force (an actor) to face away from the audience by 
holding a dialogue with him/her from an upstage position 2 to steal 
attention from 

'upstairs /.up'steaz/ adv 1 up the stairs; to or cn a higher floor 2 to or 
at a higher position - compare rick upstairs 
’upstairs adj situated above the stairs, esp on in upper floor 
’upstairs A,-, ,-'-/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the part of a building above 
the ground floor 

upstanding /up'standing/ adj 1 erect, upnght 2 marked by integnty, 
honest - upatundingnesa n 

upstart /'up.staht/ n one who has nsen suddenly (e g from a low position 
to wealth or power); esp one who claims more personal importance than 
he/she warrants [upstart (to nse suddenly), fir 'up -v 'start] - upitart 
adj 

upstate /^up,8tayt/ n the chiefly northerly sections of a state of the USA 

- Bpetatc adv or adj 

upstream /.up'streem/ adv or adj in the direction opposite to the flow 
of a stream 

upstroke /up^trobk/ n an upward stroke 
upsurge /'up,suhj/ n a rapid or sudden nse 
upswept /upswept/ adj swept or brushed upwards 
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upswing /'up, swing/ n 1 an upward swing 2 a marked increase or 
rise 

upsydaisy /'upsa,dayzi/ interj - used to express comfort and reassurance 
(e g to a small child after a fall) [irreg fr 'up] 

uptake /'up.tayk/ n 1 an absorbing and incorporating, esp into a living 
organism 2 understanding, comprehension (.quick on the ~ infml [Sc 
uptake to understand] 

,up-'tempo /"tempoh/ adj or n (played at) a fast-moving tempo (e g in 
jazz) 

upthrow /'up,throw/ n an upward displacement (e g of a rock stra- 
tum) 

upthrust /'up,thrust/ n an upward thrust, esp a geological upheaval - 
vpthnist vb 

uptight /.up'tiet/ adj 1 tense, nervous, or uneasy 2 angry, indignant 
USE infml - uptightness n 

'up to prep 1 - used to indicate an upward limit or boundary (sank 
his knees in mud) ('^ 50,000 copies a monthy 2 as far as; until 3a equal 
to (didn't feel ~ par) b good enough for (my German isn't ~ reading 
SchiUery 4 engaged in (a suspect activity) (what's he 5 being the 
responsibility of (it's me) 

,up-to-'date adj 1 including the latest information 2 abreast of the times, 
modern ~ up-to-dateness n 

,up-to-the-'minute adj 1 including the very latest information 2 
completely up-to-date 

,up'tOwn adv, adj, or n. chiefly NAm (to, towards, or in) the upper part 
or residential district of a town or city 
'upturn /.up'tuhn/ vt 1 to turn up or over 2 to direct upwards ^ yi to 
turn upwards 

^'up.turn n an upward turn, esp towards better conditions or higher 
pnees 

upward /‘upwixid/ adj moving or extending upwards, ascending (an - 
movementy - upwardly adv 

upwards adv la from a lower to a higher place, condition, or level, in 
the opp(wilc direction from down b so as to expose a particular surface 
(held out his hand, palm ^ > 2a to an indefinitely greater amount, pnee, 
figure, age. or rank (from £5 -<- > b towards a higher number, degree, i 
rate (attendance figures have nsen 

‘upwards of adv more than, in lxchss of (they cost ^ £25) 
upwind /.up'wind/ adv or adj in the direction from which the wind is 
blowing 

,up 'yours inteij, Br - used to express contemptuous defiance and 
dismissal, slang, [short for up your arse] 
ur /uh/ inteij er 

ur-, uro- comb form 1 unne <uric) 2 unnary tract (Mtology) 3 unnaiy 
and (mogenitaf) [NL. fr Gk our-, ouro-, fr ouron unne - more at 
urine] 

Ur- prefix onginal, pnmitivc <Ur-/bnn> [G, fr OHG ir-, ur- thoroughly 
(pcrlectivc prefix)] 

uracil /'yooarasil/ n a base that is one of the 4 bases whose order in the 
polynucleotide chain of RNA codes genetic information - compare 
ADENINF, ( YIOSINF, OUANlNt. THYMINE [ISV ur- 4 aCCtlC I -ll (sub- 

stance relating to)] 

uraemia /yoo'reemyp, -mi-o/ n accumulation in the blood of toxic 
constituents normally eliminated by the kidneys [NL, fr ur- 4 -aemia] 
Ural-Altaic /.yooaral al'tayik/ n a postulated group compnsmg the 
Uralic and Altaic languages - Ural-Altaic adj 

Uralic /yoo(3)'ralik, -'ray-/ n a language family compnsmg the 
Finno-Ugnc and Samoyed languages [Ural mountains, NW Asia] - 
Uralic adj. Uralian /-'raylyan/ adj 

'uran-, urano- comb form sky; heaven (uranometry) [L, fr Gk out. r , 
ourano-, fr ouranos] 

*uran-, urano- comb form uranium (uranyfy [F, fr NL uranium] 
uranic /yoo(a)'ranik/ adj of or containing uranium, esp with a relatively 
high valency [ISV] 

uranium /yoo(o)'raynyam, -ni-am/ n a heavy radioactive polyvalent 
metallic element found in pitchblende fneroy, periodic table 


[NL, fr Uranus] 

uranium 235 n a light isotope of uianium of mass number 235 that 
when bombarded with slow neutrons undergoes rapid fissign into smaller 
atoms with the release of neutrons and atomic energy eneroy 
uranium 238 n an isotope of uranium of mass number 238 that absorbs 


fast neutrons to form a uranium isotope of mass number 239 which tj^ 
decays through neptunium to form plutonium of mass number 239 


ENERGY 

uranography /.yooara'nografi/ n the desenption and mapping of the 


heavens and celestial bodies [Gk ouranographia desenption of the 
heavens, fr ouran- uran- + -graphia -graphy] - uranographic /-noh'grafik. 
-nd-/, uranographical adj 

uranomatry /.yooora'nomatn/ n (the making oO a map or catalogue of 
celestial bodies, esp stars [NL uranometria, fr uran- ^ -metna -metry] 
uranous /"yoodranas/ adj of or containing uranium, esp with a relatively 
low valency 

Uranus /yoo(a)'rayn3s, 'yoooranas/ n the planet 7th in order from the sun 
^3^ ASTRONOMY, SYMBOL [LL, ft Gk Ouranos, the sky personified as 
a god in Gk mythology, fr ouranos sky. heaven] 
urate /'yooa.rayt/ n a salt of unc acid [F, fr unque unc, fr E uijc] ~ uratic 
/-'rank/ adj 

urban /'uhban/ adj (charactenstic) of or constituting a city or town [L 
urbanus, fr urbs city] 

urbane /uh'bayn/ adj notably polite or smooth in manner, suave [L 
urbanus urban, urbane] - urbanely adv, urbanity /uh'banati/ n 
.urban guer'rilla n a terronst who operates in towns 
urbanist /'uhbamst/ n, chiefly NAm a specialist in town planning 
urbanite /'uhba,nict/ n, chiefly NAm one living in a city 
urban ize, -ise /'uhba.nicz/ vt 1 to cause to take on urban charactenstics 
2 to impart an urban way of life to - urbanization /-'zaysh(d)n/ n 
.urban re'newal n the planned replacement or rehabilitation of substan- 
dard urban buildings 

urceolate /"uhsi abt, -.layt/ adj shaped like an urn [NL urccolatus, fr 
L urceolus, dim of urceus pitcher] 

urchin /'uhchin/ n 1 a hedgehog 2 a mischievous and impudent young 
boy, esp one who is scruffy 3 sea urchin [ME, fr MF henchon, fr L 
encius, fr er, akin to Gk cher hedgehog, L horrere to bristle, tremble - 
more at horror] 

Urdu /'ooadooh, 'uhdooh/ n an Indic language that is an official language 
of Pakistan, is wntten usu in Persian senpt, and is widely used in India, 
esp by Muslims 3 ^ language [Hindi urdu-zaban, lit , camp lan- 
guage] 

-ure suffix {vb - n) 1 act or process of <expo$urc> (closure} 2 body 
performing (a specified function) (legtslature} [ME. fr OF, fr L -ura] 
urea /yoo(3)'rcc-3, 'yooano/ n a nitrogen-containing compound that is 
present in unne and is a final product of protein decomposition [NL. fr 
F ur^, fr unne] 

ureter /yoo(9)'rccta/ n a duct that cames away the unne from a kidney 
to the bladder or cloaca 3 ^ digestion [NL, fr Gk oureter, fr ouran 
to unnate - more at urine] - ureteral, ureteric Ayooora'tenk/ adj 
urethane Avooara,thayn/, urethan /-than/ n la a compound that is the 
ethyl ester •>» carbamic acid and is used esp as a solvent b an ester of 
carbamic actU other than the ethyl ester 2 polyurethane [F urethane, fr 
ur- + eth- eln- + -ane] 

urethr-, nretbro- comb form urethra <urethritr$> (urethroscope} [NL, fr 
LL urethra] 

urethra /yoo(a)'reethra/ n. pi urethras, urethrae /-thn/ the canal that 
in most mammals carnes off th^unne from the bladder and in the male 
serves also as a spermatic duct -3^ digf^tion [LL, fr Gk ourethra, fr 
ouran to unnate] - urethral adj 

urethritis /.yooan'thnetos/ n inflammation of the urethra [NL] 

'urge /uhj/ vi 1 to advocate or demand earnestly or pressmgly 2 to 
undertake the accomplishment of with energy or enthusiasm 3a to try to 
persuade b to serve as a motive or reason for 4 to force or impel in a 
specified direction or to greater speed « w to urge an argument, claim, 
etc [L urgere - more at wreak] ^ urger n 
’urge n a force or impulse that urges 

urgent Aubjant/ adj 1 calling for unmediate attention; pressing 
appeals} 2 conveying a sense of urgency [ME. fr MF. fr L urgent-, 
urgens, prp of urgere] - urgency /-si/ n, urgently adv 
-urgy /-uhji/ comb form (- n) technology; art; technique 
(metallurgy} (dramaturgy} [NL -urgia, fr Gk -rmrgia, fr -ourgos work- 
ing, fr -o- + ergon work - more at 'work] 

-uria /-'yooari-a/ comb form ( -* n) 1 usu pathological presence or excess 
of (a specified substance) in unne (albuminuria} (pyuria} 2 condition of 
producing (a specified amount oO urine (polyuna} [NL, fr Gk -ouria, fr 
ouron unne - more at urine] 
uric /’yooonk/ adj of or found in urine 

.uric 'acid n a compound that is present in small quantities in mammalian 
unne and is the chief excretory product of birds and most reptiles 
urin-, urino- comb form ur- (urinogenital} <urinao'> [ME. fir OF, fr L, 
fr urina urine] 

urinal /yoo(a)'rienl/ n a fixture used for unnating into, esp by men; also 
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a room, building, etc containing a unnal [ME, fr OF, fr LL. fr L 
urittM] 

urinalysia /.yooari'nalasis/ a (diagnostic) chemical analysis of urine 
[NL. ureg fr urin~ f ana/ysis] 

urinary /'yooorin(3)ri/ adj 1 relating to (or occurnng in or constituting 
the organs concerned with the formation and discharge oO unne 2 
excreted as or in unne 

urinate /'yooori.nayt/ vi to discharge unne - urinatioa 
/-'nay8h(d)n/ n 

urine /*yoo9nn/ n waste material that is secreted by the kidney in 
vertebrates and forms a clear amlxr and usu slightly acid fluid in 
mammals but is semisolid in birds and reptiles [ME, fr MF. fr L unaa; 
akin to Gk ouron urine, ourtin to unnate, 0£ waeter water] - nrinoui 
Anas/ adj 

urinoganitai /,yoo9nnoh'jenitl/ adj genitounnary 
urn /uhn/ n 1 an ornamental vase on a pedestal used esp for preserving 
the ashes of the dead after cremation 2 a large closed container, usu with 
a tap at its base, in which large quantities of tea, coflee, etc may be heated 
or served [ME ume, fr L uma] 
uro- - see ur- 

urochord Ayooerohjcawd/ n the notochord of a tunicate [denv of Gk 
oura tail + NL chorda notochord, fr L, cord] - urochordal /-'kawdl/ 
adj 

urodeiu /'yooora.deel/ n any of an order of amphibians (e g newts) that 
have a tail throughout life [F urodeie, deriv of Gk oura tail + ddos 
evident, showing - more at squirrel] > urodcle adj 
urogenital /.yooaroh'jemtl/ acjj genitourinary [ISV] 
urology /yoofaVrobji/ n a branch of medicine dealing with the genitoun- 
nary tract - urologist n, urologic /.yooara'lojik/, urological adj 
-uronic /•yoo(3)'ronik/ suffix adj) connected with unne - in names 
of certain organic acids derived from sugars or compounds of such acids 
</iyi/uronic) [Gk ouron urine] 

uropygiel gland /.yooaroh'piji-sl/ n a large gland that opens at the base 
of the tail feathers in most birds and usu secretes an oily fluid which the 
bird uses in preening its feathers 

uropyglum /-'piji-am/ n the prominence at the rear end of a bird’s body 
that supports the tail feathers [NL, fr Gk ouropygion, fr oura tail + pyge 
rump > more at steatorygia] - uropyglal adj 
uroatyla /Voo9r9,stiel/ n a bony rod of fused venebrae that forms the 
end part of the vertebral column of frogs and toads [ISV, denv of Gk ours 
tail -»■ stylos pillar - more at ^steer] 

.Ursa 'Major Auhsa/ n the most conspicuous of the N constellations that 
is situated near the N pole of the heavens and contains 7 stars pictured 
as a plough, 2 of which are in a line indicating the direction of the Pole 
Star [L, lit., greater bear] 

,Uraa 'Minor n a constellation that includes the N pole of the heavens 
and 7 stars which resemble Ursa Major with the Pole Star at the tip of 
the handle [L. lit., lesser bear] 

urgine Auhsin, -sien/ adj of or resembling a bear or the bear family [L 
ursinus, fr ursus bear] 

Urspracho /'ooo^hprahkha/ n a parent language; esp one reconstructed 
from the evidence of later languages [G, fr Ur- Ur- > sprache lan- 
guage] 

urticaria /uhti'keari'd/ n an allergic disorder marked by raised itching 
patches of skin and caused by contact with a specific factor (e g a food 
or drug) [NL, fr L urtka nettle] - urticarial adj 
urticata Auhtijkayt/ vi to produce weals or itching, esp to induce 
urticaria [ML urticatus, pp of urticare to sting, fr L urtica] - urticatioB 
/-'kaysh(9)n/ n 

urua /'yooaraa/ n an aurochs [L, of Gmc ongin; akin to OHG uro unis 
- more at aurochs] 

US /at; strong us/ pron 1 objective case of we (please Jet ^ go} 2 chiefly 
Br me (jgive - a kiss} - nonstandard [ME, fr OE us\ akin to OHG uns 
us, L nos] 

usable a/so useable Ayoohiabl/ady 1 capable of being used 2 convenient 
for me - usableoess n, usably adv, usability Aza*bibti/ n 
usage /'yoohsij, -zij/ n la (an instance of) estabhshed and generally 
accepted practice or procedure b (an instance oO the way in which words 
and phrases are actually used in a language 2 the action, amount, or 
manner of using 

usance /'yoohz(a)ni/ o the time allowed by custom for payment of a bill 
of exchange in foreign commerce [*use -ance] 

'use /yoohs/ n la using or being used (in daily ^ > (made good ^ of hts 
time} b a way of using sthg (a machine with many different ^s} 2a 
’habitual or customary usage b a liturgical form or observance; esp a 


liturgy havmg modifications peculiar to a local church or religious order 
3a the right or benefit of using sthg (gave him the ^ of her car} b the 
ability or power to use sthg (e g a limb) c the legal enjoyment of property 
4a a purpose or end (put learning to practical ^ > b practical worth or 
application (saving things that might beof ^} 5 a favourable attitude; 
a liking (had no ^ for modem art} [ME us, fr OF. fr L usus, fr usus, 
pp of uti to use] 

*use /yoohz/ vb used / vt yoohzd; vi yoohst/ vt 1 to put into action or 
service 2 to consume or take (e g drugs) regularly 3 to carry out sthg by 
means of ('^ tact} 4 to expend or consume 5 to treat in a specified 
manner <^d the prisonen cruelly} ^vi - used in the past with to to 
indicate a former fact or state <^d to dislike fish} (didn't to be so 
pernickety} - user fyoohia/ n 

uued /senses I and 2 yoohzd, sense 3 yoohst/ adj 1 employed in 
accomplishing sthg 2 that has endured use, s/>eci/* secondhand 3 accus- 
tomed (I'm not ^ to dnnking - SEU S} 

UMful /'yoohsf(3)l/ adj 1 having utility, esp practical worth or applica- 
bility; also helpful 2 of highly satisfactory quality ~ usefully adv, 
nsefiilness n 

useless /'yoohslis/ adj 1 having or being of no use 2 inept - infml - 

uselessly adv, uselessness n 

use up /yoohz/ vt 1 to consume completely 2 to deprive wholly of 
strength or useful properties; exhaust 
'usher /ushs/ n 1 an officer or servant who acts as a doorkeeper (e g in 
a court of law) 2 an officer who walks before a person of rank 3 fern 
usherette A'ret/ one who shows people to their seats (e g in a theatre) 
(ME ussher, fr MF ussier, fr (assumed) VL ustianus doorkeeper, fr L 
ostium, ustium door, mouth of a nver; akin to L or-, os mouth - more 
at oral] 

'usher vt 1 to conduct to a place 2 to precede as an usher 3 to inaugurate, 
introduce (^ in a new era} 

usquebaugh /uskwi.baw/ n, Insh A Scot whisky [IrGaei wsce bea- 
thadh] 

usual /'yoohzhooal, -zhal/ adj 1 in accordance with usage, custom, or 
habit; normal 2 commonly or ordinanly used (followed his ~ route} 
[LL usualis, fr L usus use] - usually adv, usualness n - as usual m the 
• accustomed or habitual way (as usual he was late} 
usufruct /'yoohz(y)oo,frukt, -$(y)oo-/ n the Iggal nght of using and 
enjoying sthg belonging to another [L ususfructus, fr usus et fructus use 
and enjoyment] 

' usurer /'yoohzhsra/ n one who lends money, esp at an exorbitant rate 
[ME, fr AF, fr ML usuranus, fr L usura] 

usurp /yooh'suhp, -'zuhp/ vt to seize and possess by force or without 
nght (-a throne} - vi to seize possession wrongfully [ME usurpen, fr 
MF usurper, fr L usurpare, lit , to take possession of by use, fr usu (abl 
of usus use) -f- rapere to seize - more at rapid] - usurper n, usurpation 
/-'paysh(3)n/ n 

usury /’yoohzyan, -zhan/ n 1 the lending of money at (exorbitant) 
interest 2 an exorbitant or illegal rate or amount of interest [ME, fr ML 
usuria, alter, of L usura, fr usus, pp of utt to use] - usurious /-'zyooari-ds, 
-'zboo9-/ adj, usuriously adv 
ut /ut, ooht/ n ‘do [ME, fr ML - more at gamut] 
utensil /yooh'tens(i)l/ n 1 an implement, vessel, or device used in the 
household, esp the kitchen 2 a usef^ul tool or implement [ME, vessels for 
domestic use, fr MF utensile, fr L utensilia, fr neut pi of utensiJis useful, 
fr uti to use] 

uterine /'yoohtdnn, -nen/ adj la bom of the same mother but by a 
different father b matnlineal 2 of or affecting the uterus [ME, fr LL 
uterinus, fr L uterus] 

uterus Ayoobtaras/ n, pi uteri /-.rie, -n/ also steruses 1 an organ of the 
. female mammal for contain ing and usu for nognshing the young dunng 
development before birth reproductiqn 2 a structure in some 
lower animals analogous to the uterus iit which eggs or young 
develop [L] 

'utllltarien /yooh,tili'te»n-dn/ n an advocate of utilitarianism 
'utilitarian adj 1 marked by utilitanan views or practices 2a of or aiming 
at utility b made for or aiming at practical use rather than beautiful 
appearance 

u,tili'tarlanfsm Aniz(a)m/ u 1 a doctnne that the critenon for correct 
conduct should be the usefulness of its consequences; specif a theory that 
the aim of action should be the greatest happiness of the greatest number 
2 utilitarian character, spirit, or quality 
'utility /yooh'tibti/ n 1 fitness for some purpose; usefulness 2 sthg useful 
or designed for use 3 a business organization performing a public service 
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[ME unhte, fr MF ulilite, fr L utihtat-, utilitas, fr utihs useful, fr uti to 
use] 

^utility adj 1 capable of serving as a substitute in vanous roles or positions 
<a player} 2 serving primarily for utility rather than beauty, utilitarian 
furniture} 3 designed or adapted for general use 
util-ize, -iac /'yoohtiliez/ vt to make use of; turn to practical use or 
account [F uttJiser, fr uUle useful, fr L utiiis] - utillzabic adj, utilizer n, 
utilization /•'zaysh(a)n/ n 

'utmost /'ut.mohst/ adj 1 situated at the farthest or most distant point, 
extreme 2 of the greatest or highest degree <a matter of ^ concern} 
[ME, alter, of utmest, fr OE utmest, super! adj, fr ut out. adv - more at 
out] 

’utmost n 1 the highest point or degree 2 the best of one's abilities, 
powers, etc <djd his ^ to help} 

utopia /yooh'tohpi'a/ n 1 often cap a place or state of ideal (political and 
social) perfection 2 an impractical scheme for social or political improve- 
ment [Utopia, imaginary ideal country in Utopia by Sir Thomas More 
tiS35 E statesman Sl writer, fr Gk ou not. no + topos place] 
'utopian /yooh'tohpi an/ adj, often cap 1 impossibly ideal, esp in social 
and political organization 2 proposing impractically ideal social and 
political schemes - utopianiaoi n 

’utopian n 1 a believer in human perfectibility 2 an advocate of utopian 
schemes 

utricia /'yoohtnkl/ n a small pouched part of an animal or plant body. 
esp the larger chamber of the membranous labyrinth of the ear into which 
the semicircular canals open nervk [L utnculus, dim of uter 
leather bag] - utricular A'tnkyoola/ adj 
'Uttar /"uta/ adj absolute, total desolation} [ME, remote, fr OE utera 
outer, compar adj fr ut out, adv - more at our] - utterly adv 
’Uttar vt la to tuiit as a sound b to give (verbal) expression to 2 to put 
(e g currency) into circulation, specif \o circulate (e g a counterfeit note) 
as if legal or genuine - used technically [ME uttren, fr utter outside, adv, 
fr OE utor, compar of ut out] - utterer n. utterable /ut(9)rabl/ adj 
uttarance /'ut(a)rans/ n 1 an oral or wntten statement 2 vocal 
expression, speech - esp in give utterance to [Hjttfr + -ance] 
uttarmoat /’uta.mohst/ adj extreme, utmost [ME, alter of uttermest fr 
'utter I ‘West (as in utmest utmost)] 
utu /'ooh,tooh/ n, NZ retnbution [Maori] 

'U-.turn /yooh/ /i 1 a turn executed by a motor vehicle without reversing 
that takes it back along the direction from which it has come 2 a total 
reversal of policy <a on wage controls - The Economist} 
uvula /'yoohvyoob/ n. pi uvulas, uvula^-li/ the fleshy lobe hanging in 
the middle of the back of the soft palate — ^ nerve (ML, dim. of L uva 
grape, uvula, akin to OE iw yew] 

uvular /'yoohvyoob/ adj 1 of the uvula glands} 2 produced with 
the aid of the uvula <a French ^ /r/> - uvularly adv 
uxorious /uk'sawn as, ug'zawV adj (excessively) fond of or submis.sivc 
to one’s wife - fml [L uxonus, fr uxor wife] - uxoriously adv, uxorious- 
nets n 

Uzbag /oozbeg, ’uzbeg/% (an) Uzbek 

Uzbak /'oozbek, 'uzbekAi 1 a member of a Turkic people mhabiting 
central Asia 2 the Turkic language of the Uzbek people lan 
GUAOe 


V 

V /vee/ n, pi ?*■ or vt often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or de^ce 
for reproducing) the 22nd letter of the English alphabet 2 five — 
NUMBER 

V-1 /.vee 'wun/ n a flying bomb used by the Germans in WW 11, esp 
against targets in England [G vergellungswafFe, fr vergeltung reprisal » 
waffe weapon] 

V-2 /.vee 'looh/ n a long-range rocket used by the Germans in WW II, 
esp against targets in England space 
vac /vak/ n, Br a vacation, esp from college or university - infml 
vacancy Aaykansi/ n 1 physical or mental inactivity; idleness 2 a 
vacant office, post, or room 3 an empty space 4 the state of being 
vacant 

vacant /’vaykant/ adj 1 not occupied by an incumbent or officer <a - 
offke} 2 without an occupant <j room} 3 free from activity or work 
houn} 4b stupid, foolish <a ^ mind} b expressionless <a look} 


5 not lived m < houses} [ME, fr OF, fr L vacant-, vacans, prp of vacare 
to be empty, be free] - vacantly adv, vacantness n 
vacant poasassion n availability (eg of a house) for immediate 
occupation 

vacate /vay'kayt/ vt 1 to annul legally 2 to give up the possession or 
occupancy of 3 to make vacant; leave empty (with instructions to the 
cinema} [L vacatus, pp of vacare] 

'vacation /vay'kash(3)n, va-/ n 1 a scheduled penod dunng which 
activity (e g of a university) is suspended 2 an act of vacating 3 chiefly 
NAm a holiday (^had a restful at the beach} [ME vacacioun, fr MF 
vacation, fr L vacation-, vacatio freedom, exemption, fr vacatus] 
’vacation vi, chiefly NAm to take or spend a holiday - vacationer n 
vaccinate /'vaksmayt/ vt I to inoculate with cowpox virus in order to 
produce immunity to smallpox 2 to administer a vaccine to, usu by 
injection ^vi to perform or practise the administration of vaccine - 
vaccinator n, vaccination /-'nayshfajn/ n 
'vaccine /'vak, seen, -sin/ adj of cowpox or vaccination <a -- pustule} [L 
vaccinus of or from cows, fr vacca cow, akin to Skt vasa cow] 
’vaccine n material (c g a preparation of killed or modified virus or 
bactena) used in vaccinating - vaccinal Aaksinfa)!/ adj 
vaccinia /vak'smi-a/ n cowpox [NL, fr vaccinus] - vaccinJal adj 
vacillate /'vasa.Iayt/ vi la to sway through imperfect balance b to 
fluctuate, oscillate 2 to hesitate or waver in choosing between opinions 
or courses of action [L vacillatus, pp of vacillare to sway, waver - more 
at prevaricate] - vacillatingly adv, vaclllator n, vacillation 
/•'laysh(3)n/ n 

vacuity /vd'kyooh-dti/ n 1 an empty space 2 vacuousness, meaningless- 
ness 3 sthg (e g an idea) that is stupid or mane [L vacuitas, fr vacuus 
empty] 

vacuolate /'vakyoo( 3 ),layt, -bt/, vacuolated /-.laytid/ adj containing 1 
or more vacuoles 

vacuolation /.vakyooo'laysh(a)n/ n the development or formation of 
vacuoles 

vacuole /'vakyoo.ohl/ n a small cavity or space containing air or fluid 
in the tissues of an organism or in the protoplasm of an individual cell [F, 
lit , small vacuum, fr L vacuum] - vacuolar /'vakyooab, -'ohb/ adj 
vacuous /'vakyoo ^s/ adj 1 empty 2 stupid, mane <a expression} 3 
idle, aimless [L vacuus] - vacuously adv, vacuousoess n 
'vacuum /'vakyoohm, 'vakyooom, 'vakyoom/ n, pi vacuums, vacua 
/’vakyooh a/ la a space absolutely devoid of matter b a space from which 
as much air or other substance as possible has been removed (e g by an 
air pump^ c an air pressure below atmosphenc pressure 2a a vacant 
space, a vci'i b a state of isolation from outside influences 3 vacuum 
cleaner 'I fr ncut of vacuus empty, akin to L vacare to be empty] 
’vacuum aoj of, containing, producing, or using a partial vacuum 
^vacuum /'vakyoohm. 'vakyoom/ vb to clean using a vacuum cleaner 
'vacuum .brake n a continuous brake system worked by vacuum and 
used esp on trams 

'vacuum .cleaner n an (eicctncal) appliance for removing dust and dm 
(e g from carpets or upholstery) by suction - vacuum-clean vb 
'vacuum .flask n, chiefly Br a cylindneal container with a vacuum 
between an inner and an outer wall used to keep matenal, esp liquids, 
either hot (r cold for considerable periods 

'vacuum-, packed adj packed in a wrapping from which most of the air 
has been removed <- bacon} 

'vacuum .pump n a pump for producing a vacuum 
vade mecum /.vaydi 'meekam, .vahday 'maykam/ n, pi vade mecuma 
1 a book for ready reference 2 sthg regularly earned about by a person 
(L, go with me] 

vag-, Vigo- comb form vagus nerve <vaga/)< vagotomy) [ISV, fr NL 
va^us] 

'vagabond /"vaga.bond/ adj 1 (characteristic) of a wanderer 2 leading 
an unsettled, irresponsible, or disreputable life [ME, fr MF, fr L vagabun- 
dus, fr vagan to wander] - vagabondish adj 
’vagabond n a wanderer; esp a tramp - vagabondage n, vagabond- 
ism n 

vagal Avaygal/ adj of, aflccted or controlled by. or being the vagus nerve 
[ISV] - vagally adv 

vagary Avaygon/ n an erratic, unpredictable, or extravagant mof^ion, 
action, etc [prob fr L vagan to wander; akin to L vagus wandering - more 
at prevaricate] - vagarious /va'gean>os/ adj 
vagina /va'jiena/ n, pi vaginae Am/, vaginas 1 a canal in a female 
mammal that leads from the uterus to the external onfice of the genital 
canal reproduction 2 a sheath; esp a leaf base that forms a 
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sheath, usu round the main stem [L. ht.. sheath] - ragiiial /va'jienl. 
Vajinl/ adj 

vaginismus /.vaji'nizmas/ n a painful spasmodic contraction of the 
vagina [NL, fr L vagina] 

vaginitis /.vaji'nietss/ n inflammation of the vagina or of a covenng 
structure (eg a tendon sheath) [NL] 
vago- - see vao- 

'vagrant /vaygrant/ n 1 one who has no established residence or lawful 
means of support 2 a wanderer, vagabond [ME vagraunt, prob modif of 
MF waucrant, wacrant wandenng, fr OF, fr prp of waucrer, wacrcr to 
roll, wander, of Gmc origin; akin to 0£ wcalcan to roll - more at 
walk] 

Vagrant adj 1 wandenng about from place to place, usu with no means 
of support 2 having no fixed course; random - vagrancy /-si/ n, 
▼agrastiy adv 

vague /vayg/ adj la not clearly defined, expressed, or understood, 
indistinct <a ^ ideay b not clearly felt or sensed <a ^ longing^ 2 not 
thinking or expressing one’s thoughts clearly < about dates and places} 
[MF, fr L vagus, lit , wandenng] - vaguely adv, vagueness n 
vagus Aaygas/ n. pi vagi /-ji/ either of a pair of cranial nerves that 
supply chiefly the heart and viscera [NL vagus nervus, lit , wandenng 
nerve] 

vain /vayn/ adj 1 idle, worthless 2 unsuccessful, ineffectual 3 having or 
showing excessive pride in one’s appearance, ability, etc; conceited [ME. 
fr OF, fr L vanus empty, vain - more at wane] - vainly adv, vainness n 
- in vain to no end, without success or result 

vainglorious /.vayn'glawn as/ adj boastful - vaingloriously adv, vain* 
glorionsneas n 

vainglory /.vayn'glawn/ n 1 excessive or ostentatious pnde 2 vanity 
Vaishnava /.viesh’nahva/ n a member of a major Hindu sect devoted 
to the cult of Vishnu [Skt vat^nava of Vishnu, fr Vi^u Vishnu, second 
of the 3 chief Hindu gods] 

valanca /vaybns, 'va-/ n 1 a piece of drapery hung as a border, esp 
along the edge of a bed, canopy, or shelf 2 a pelmet [ME vallance, perh 
fr Valence, commune in France] 

vala /vay:/ n VALi EY la - poetic or in place-names [ME, fr OF val, fr 
L valJes, vallis', akin to L volvere to roll - more at voluble] 
valadlction/.vala'diksh(3)n//r 1 an act of bidding farewell 2 an address 
or statement of farewell or leave-taking USE fml [L valedictus, pp of 
valedicere to say farewell, fr vale farewell + dicere to say - more at 
diction]' 

'valedictory /.vab'dikt(3)n/ adi expressing or containing a farewell - fml 
[L valedictus] 

*valedictory n valediction 2 - fml 

valency Aaybnsi/, SAm chiefly valence Aaybns/ n 1 the degree of 
combining power of an element or radical as shown by the number of 
atomic weights of a univalent element (eg hydrogen) with which the 
atomic weight of the element will combine or for which it can be 
substituted or with which it can be compared 2 a unit of valency <r/>e 4 
valencies of carbon} [LL valentia power, capacity, fr L valent-, valens, 
prp of valere to be strong] 

-vaiant /-'vaybnt/ comb form ( - adj) 1 having (such) a valency 
<hrvalent><fflu/rA'alent> 2 having (so many) chromosomal strands or 
homologous chromosomes <uiirvalent> [ISV, fr L valent-, valens] 
valentine Aabntien/ n 1 a sweetheart chosen on St Valentine’s Day 
2 a gifl or greeting card sent or given, esp to a sweetheart, on St Valentine’s 
Day 

valerate /'valarayt/ n a salt or ester of valenc aad 
valerian /valiari-an/ n any of several usu perennial plants, many 5f 
which possess medicinal properties [ME, fr MF or ML, MF valeriane, 
fr ML Valeriana, prob fr fern of valerianus of Valeria, fr Valeria, Roman 
province in SE Europe] 

va.leric 'acid /va'lbnk, va'lerik/ n a liquid acid of disagreeable smell 
obtained from valerian or made synthetically and used esp in organic 
synthesis [valerian; fr its occurrence in the root of valenan] 
valet Aaiay/ n a gentleman's male servant who performs personal 
services (e g taking care of clothing); also an employee (e g of a hotel) who 
' performs similar services for patrons [MF vaslet, varlet, valet young 
nobleman, page, domestic servant, fr (assumed) ML vassellittus, dim of 
ML vassus servant - more at vassal] 
valeta /va'leeta/ n a veleta 

valetudinarian /,vali.tyoohdi'nean-dn/ n a person of a weak or sickly 
constitution; esp a hypochondriac - fml [L valetudinarius sickly, infirm, 
fr vaktudin-, vaktudo stau of health, sickness, fr valete to be strong, be 


valetudinary /,vali'tyoohdin(3)ri/ n or adj (a) valetudinanan - fml [L 
valetudinarius] 

valgus /'valgas/ n the position of a bone or part that is turned outwards 
to an abnormal degree at its joint <rhe toe is in ^ > - compare varus 
(NL, fr L, bowlegged - more at walk] 
valiant Aali ant/ adj characterized by or showing valour; courageous 
(ME vahaunt, fr MF vaillant, fr OF. fr prp of valoir to be of worth, fr L 
valere to be strong - more at wield] - valiance n, valiant n, valiantly adv, 
valiantness n 

valid /'valid/ adj 1 having legal efficacy; esp executed according to the 
proper formalities <a o** contract} 2a well-grounded or justifiable; rel- 
evant and meaningful b logically sound [MF or ML; MF valide, fr ML 
validus, fr L, strong, fr valere] - validly adv, validness n, validity 
/va'hdati/ n 

validate /validayt/ vt 1 to make legally valid 2 to corroborate, 
authenticate (jexpenments to ^ his hypothesis} - validation 
/-'daysh(a)n/ n 

valine /vayileen, 'va-/ n an essential ammo acid that occurs in most 
proteins [ISV. fr valenc (acid)] 

Valium /'vaii am/ trademark - used for diazepam 
valley /vali/ n la an eloi^ted depression of the earth’s surface, usu 
between hills or mountains ge(X}Raphy b an area drained by a nver 
and Its tnbutanes 2a a hollow, depression b the internal angle formed 
at the meeting of 2 roof surfaces [ME valey, fr OF valee, fr val valley - 
more at vale] 

Valois /"valwah (Fr valwa)/ adj of the French royal house that ruled from 
1328 to 1589 [Philippe de Valois (Philip VI of France) tl350] 
valonia /va'lohnya. -nia/ n dned acorn cups, esp from a Eurasian 
evergreen oak, used in tanning or dressing leather [It vallonia, fr MGk 
balamdia, pi of balanidion, dim of Gk balanos acorn - more at 
•gland) 

valorize, -Ise /'vabnez/ vt to (try to) enhance the pnee. value, or status 
of by organized usu governmental action [Pg valonzare, fr valor value, 
pnee, fr ML] - valorization /•'zaysh(a)n/ n 
valorous /'vabras/ adj valiant - valorously adv 
valour, NAm chiefly valor /'vab/ n strength of mind or spirit that 
enables sby to encounter danger with firmness, personal bravery (ME, fr 
MF, fr ML valor value, valor, fr L valere to be strong] 
valee /vals/ n a (concert) waltz [F, fr G walzer] 

'valuable Aalyoo(a)bl/ adj 1 having (high) money value 2 of great use 
^or worth advice } - valuableness n, valuably adv 
^valuable n a usu personal possession of relatively great money value - 
usu pi 

valuation /,valyoo'aysh(d)n/ n 1 the act of valuing sthg, esp property 
2 the estimated or determined value, esp market value, of a thing 3 
judgment or appraisal of worth or character - valuational adj, valuation- 
ally adv 

valuator /'valyoo.ayta/ n sby who judges the (money) value of sthg 
'value /'valyooh/ /i 1 a fair return or equivalent for sthg exchanged 2 the 
worth in money or commodities of sthg 3 relative worth, utility, or 
importance (^had nothing of to say} 4a a numerical quantity assigned 
or computed b the magnitude of a physical quantity 5 the relative 
duration of a musical note 6a relative lightness or darkness of a colour 
b the relation of one part in a picture to another with respect to lightness 
and darkness 7 sthg (e g a pnnciple or quality) intnnsically valuable or 
desirable 8 denomination 3 [ME, fr MF, fr (assumed) VL valuta, fr fern 
of valutus, pp of L valere to be worth, be strong] 

‘value vt la to estimate the worth of in terms of money <— a necklace} 
b to rate in terms of usefulness, importance, etc 2 to consider or rate 
highly; esteem <a ^d helper} - valuer n 
.value-'added .tax n, often cap V, A,&Ta tax levied at each stage of 
the production and distnbution of a commodity and passed on to the 
consumer as a form of purchase tax 

'value .Judgment n a judgment attributing a value (e g good, evil, or 
desirable) to a particular action or thing, usu as edntrasted with a tolerant, 
factual, or objective assessment 
'valueleaa /-lis/ adj worthless - valueleaaness n 
valuta /va'l(y)ooht3/ n the agreed or exchange value of a currency [It, 
value, fr (assumed) VL valuta] 

valve /valv/ n 1 a structure, esp in the heart or a van, that closes 
temporarily to obstruct passage of matenal or permits movement of fluid 
in 1 direction only 2a any of numerous mechanical devices by which the 
flow of liquid, gas, or loose material in bulk may be controlled, usu to 
allow movement in 1 direction only car b a device in a brass 
musical instrument for quickly varying the tube length in order to change 
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the fundamentaJ tone by a definite interval 3 any of the separate joined 
pieces that make up the shell of an (invertebrate) animal, spec/feither of 
the 2 halves of the shell of a bivalve mollusc 4 any of the segments or 
pieces into which a npe seed capsule or pod separates 5 chiefly Br a 
vacuum- or gas-filled device for the regulation of electric current by the 
control of free electrons or ions [NL vhIvh, fr L. a leaf of a folding door, 
akin to L volvere to roll - more at volubif] - valved adj, vdveless 
adj 

valvular /'vaivyoob/ adj 1 resembling or functioning as a valve, aiso 
opening by valves 2 of a valve, esp of the hean 
vamoose /va'moohs/ vi, chiefly NAm to depart quickly - slang [Sp 
vamos let us go, suppletive 1st person pi imper (fr L vadere to go) of ir 
to go, fr L ire - more at wade, issue] 

Vamp /vamp/ n 1 the part of a shoe or boot covenng the front of the 
foot 2 a simple improvised musical accompaniment [ME vainpe sock, fr 
OF avantpie, fr avani- fore- f pie foot, fr L prd-, pes - more at 
VANGUARD. FCX)T, (2) 'vaHipj 

Vamp vt 1 to provide (a shoe) with a new vamp 2 to patch (sthg old) 
with a new part up old sermons) to play a musical vamp - 

vanper n 

Vamp n a woman who uses her charm to seduce and exploit men [short 
for vampire] 

vampire /vampie-a/ n 1 a dead person believed to come from the grave 
at night and suck the blood of sleeping people 2 any of vanous S 
Amencan bats that feed on blood and are dangerous to human beings and 
domestic animals, esp as transmitters of disease (e g rabies), also any of 
several other bats that do not feed on blood but are sometimes reputed 
to do so [F, fr G vampir, of Slav ongin. akin to Serb vampir vam- 
pirc] 

vampirism / vamptn 2 (d)m/ n 1 belief in vampires 2 the actions of a 
vampire 

Van /van/ n, dial Eng a winnowing device (e g a fan) [ME, fr MF, fr L 
vannus - more at winnow] 

Van n the vanguard [by shortening] 

Van n 1 an enclosed motor vehicle used for transport of goods, animals, 
furniture, etc 2 chiefly Br an enclosed railway goods wagon [short for 
caravan] 

vanadic /va'naydik, -'na-/ adj of or containing vanadium, esp with a 
relatively high valency - vanadate /'vana.dayt/ n 
vanadium /va'naydiam/ ii a malleable polyvalent meUllic clement 
found combined in minerals and used esp to form alloys — sT periodic 
TABLE [NL, fr ON Vanadis Freya, Norse goddess of love & beauty] 
va.nadium pen'toxide /pen'toksied/ n a compound used esp in 
making glass and as a catalyst 

vanadoua /Vanadas/ adj of or containing vanadium, esp with a rel- 
atively low valency 

Van Allen belt /van 'abn/ n a belt of intense ionizing radiation in the 
earth's outer atmosphere [James A Van Allen b 1^14 US physicist] 
vandal /'vandl/ n 1 cap a member of a Germanic people who overran 
Gaul, Spain, and N Afnca in the 4th and 5th c ad and in 455 sacked Rome 
2 one who wilfully or ignorantly destroys or defaces (public) properly (L 
Vandalii (pi), of Gmc ongin] - vandal adj, ofien cap, Vandalic /-'dalik/ 
adj 

Vandal, lam /-,iz(3)m/ n wilful destruction or defacement of properly - 
vandalize vt, vandalistic /-'istik/ adj 

Van da Qraaff generator /.van da 'grahf/ n an electrostatic genera- 
tor [Robert J Van de Graa/T tl%7 US physicist] 
van der Waals forcei /.van da 'wahlz, 'vahlz/ n pi the relatively weak 
attractive forces that are operative between neutral atoms and molecules 
and that arise because of difTcrences in electnc potential [Johann. % ''an 
der Waals tl923 D physicist] 

Vandyke /.van'dick/ n la a wide collar with a deeply indented edge b 
(any oQ a senes of V-shaped points forming a decorative edging 2 a tnm 
pointed beard [Sir Anthony Vandyke {ongmaWy Van Dyck) tl64l Flem 
painter] 

Vandyke brown n a dark brown pigment [fr its use by the painter 
Vandyke] 

vane /vayn/ n 1 wf^^ther vanB 2 a thin flat or curved object that is 
rotated about an axis by wind or water (jthe of a windmill)-, also a 

device revolving in a similar manner and moving in ^|cr or air <fhe -- s 
of a propeller) 3 the flat expanded part of a feather anatomy 4a 
the target of a levelling staff b any of the sights of a compass or quadrant 
[ME (southern), fr OE fana banner, akin to OHG fano cloth. L pannus 
cloth, rag] - vaned adj 

vanguard Aangahd/ n 1 sing or pi in constr the troops moving at the 


head of an army 2 the forefront of an action or movement [ME vantgard, 
fr MF avant-garde, fr OF, fr avant- fore- (fr avant before, fr L abante) + 
garde guard - more at advance] 

vanilla /va'mb/ n 1 any of a genus of tropical American climbing 
orchids whose long capsular fruits yield an important flavouring, also 
VANILLA pod 2 a Commercially important extract of the vanilla pod that 
IS used esp as a flavounng [NL, genus name, fr Sp vainilla vanilb (plant 
and fruit), dim. of vaina sheath, fr L vagina sheath, vagina] 
vanilla pod n the fruit of a vanilb 
vanillin /va'nilm/ n the chief fragrant component of vanilla 
vanish /'vanish/ vi la to pass quickly from sight, disappear b to cease 
to exist 2 to assume the value zero ^ vt to cause to disappear (ME 
vanisshen, fr MF evaniss-, stem of evanir, fr (assumed) VL exvanire, alter, 
of L evanescere to dissipate like vapour, vanish, fr e- f vanescere to 
vanish, fr vanus empty] - vanuber n 
‘vanishing .cream /vanishing/ n a light cosmetic cream used chiefly 
as a foundation for face powder 

vanishing point n 1 a point at which receding parallel lines seem to 
meet when represented in linear perspective 2 a point at which sthg 
disappears or ceases to exist 

vanity Aanati/ n 1 sthg vain, empty, or worthless 2 the quality of being 
vain or futile, worthlessness 3 excessive pnde in oneself; conceit [ME 
vanite, fr OF vanite, fr I. vanitat-, vanitas quality of being empty or vain, 
fr vanus empty, vain ~ more at wane] 

Vanity .case n a small bag used by women for carrymg toilet articles 
and cosmetics 

vanquish /vangkwish, 'van-/ vt 1 to overcome, conquer <r/ie ^ed /be) 

2 to gam mastery over (an emotion, passion, etc) [ME venqutssen, fr MF 
venquis, preterite of veintre to conquer, fr L vincere - more at victor] 
~ vanquishable adj, vanqubher n 

vantage /'vahntij/ n 1 a position giving a strategic advantage or 
commanding perspective 2 Br advantage 3 [ME, fr AF, fr MF 
avantage - more at advantage] 

van ward Aanwood/ adj located in the vanguard; forward 
vapid /vapid/ adj lacking liveliness, interest, or force, insipid [L vapidus 
flat tasting; akin to L vappa vapid wine, & prob to L vapor steam] - 
vapidly adv, vapidness n, vapidity /va'pidati/ n 
vaporize, -ise /vaypd.ner/ vt 1 to convert (e g by the application of 
heat) into vapour 2 to destroy by conversion into vapour -- vi to become 
vaponzed - vaporizable adj, vaporizer n, vaporization /-'zaysb(d)n/ n 
vaporous /vayp(3)rds/ adj 1 resembling, consisting of, or charactenstic 
of vapour 2 producing vapours, volatile 3 containing or obscured by 
vapours misty - vaporously adv, vaporousneas n 
Vapour, N Am chiefly vapor /vaypo/ n 1 smoke, fog, etc suspended 
floating u, he air and impamng its transparency 2 a substance in the 
gaseous state, esp such a substance that is liquid under normal conditions 

3 pi. archaic a depressed or hysterical condition [ME vapour, fr MF 
vapeur, fr L vapor steam, vapour] 

Vapour, NAm chiefly vapor vi 1 to nse or pass off in vapour 2 to emit 
vapour 

vapourer moth /vaypara/ n a tussock moth the female of which has 
vestigial wings and cannot fly 

vapouring /vayp(a)nng/ n an idle, extravagant, or high-flown 
expression or speech - usu pi [fr gerund of Wapour (to say foolish or 
boastful things)] 

'vapour .praasura n the pressure exerted by a vapour that is in 
equilibrium with its solid or liquid form 
Vapour .trail n a contrail 

vari-, vario- comb form varied; diverse <van/iir7n> [L vanus - more at 
various] 

Variabla Aean-abl/ 1 subject to vanation or changes winds) 2 
having the characteristics of a vanabte <a ^ number) 3 oTa biological 
group or character not true to type; aberrant - variabieaeaa n, variably 
adv, variability /-a'bibti/ n 

Variabla n 1 sthg (eg a vanable star) that is vanable 2 (a symbol 
representing) a quantity that may assume any of a set of values - compare 
random variable 

variablo star n a star with a usu regularly varying bnghtness 
variance /vean^ans/ n 1 a discrepancy 2 dissension, dispute - esp in 
at variance 3 the square of the standard deviation [vary > -ance] - at 
variance not in harmony or agreement 
Variant /vean ant/ adj varying (slightly) from the standard form 
readings) 

Variant n any of 2 or more people or things displaying usu slight 
differences; e g a sthg that shows vanation from a type or norm b any 
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of 2 or more different spellings, pronunciations, or forms of the same 
word 

variation /.ve3ri'aysh(9)n/ n la varying or being vaned b an instance 
of varying c the extent to which or the range m which a thing vanes 2 
DECLINATION 3 3a change in the mean motion or orbit of a celestial body 
4 the repetition of a musical theme with modifications in rhythm, tune, 
harmony, or key 5a divergence in charactenstics of an organism or 
genotype from those typical or usual of its group b an individual or group 
exhibiting variation 6 a solo dance in ballet - variational adj, variation- 
ally adv 

varicella /.vari'sela/ n chicken pox [NL, irreg dim. of vanola] 
varicocala Aankoh.seel/ n a vancose enlargement of the veins of the 
spermatic cord (NL, fr L vane-, varix + -o- + -ce/e] 
varicoloured /'veaakulad/ adj having vanous colours 
varicoaa Aankos, -kohs/ also varicoaed adj abnormally swollen or 
dilated veins) [L varicosus full of dilated veins, fr vane-, varix dilated 
vein) - varicosity ATtosati/ n 

varied Aeond/ adj 1 having numerous forms or types; diverse 2 
vanegated - variedly Aeari-idli, -nd-/ adv 

variegate Ae3n 3,gayt, -n,gayt/ vt to diversify in appearance, esp with 
patches of different colours; dapple [L vanegatus, pp of vanegare, fr 
vanus various + •egare (akin to L agcrc to dnve) - more at agent] - 
variegator n, variegation /-'gaysh(a)n/ n 

variety /va'rie-ati/ n 1 the state of having different forms or types; 
diversity 2 an assortment of different things, esp of a particular class 3a 
sthg diffenng from others of the same general kind; a sort b any of vanous 
groups of plants or animals ranking below a species 4 theatneal entertain- 
ment consisting of separate performances (e g of songs, skits, acrobatics, 
etc) [MF or L; MF vanete, fr L vanetat-, varietas, fr varius vanous] 
variety meat n, chiefly NAm edible offal of a slaughtered animal 
variform Ae3n,fawm/ adj vaned in form 

variola /va'rie-dla/ n smallpox, cowpox, or any of vanous other virus 
diseases marked by a rash of pustular spots [NL. fr ML. pustule, pox. fr 
LL. pustule] - variolous adj 

variorum /.veon'awrom, ,va-/ n an edition or text with notes by different 
people (L variorum of various persons (gen pi masc of vanus), in the 
phrase cum notts variorum with the notes of vanous persons] 
various Aeon-as/ adj la of diffenng kinds; diverse remedies} b 
dissimilar in nature or form; unlike 2 having a number of different aspects 
or characteristics < ~ genius} 3 more than one; several <srop at towns} 
[L varius; prob akin to L varus bent, crooked - more at prevaricate] 
- varlousness n 

Varioualy Ali/ adv m vanous ways, at vanous times 
varix /variks/ n, pi varices /'van.seez/ 1 an abnormally dilated and 
lengthened vein, artery, or lymph vessel, esp a vancose vein 2 any of the 
prominent ridges across each whorl of a gastropod shell [L vane-, 
varix] 

varlat Aahlit/ n a base unprinapled person [ME, fr MF vaslet, varlet 
young nobleman, page - more at valet] 

varmint /vahmint/ n, dial or NAm 1 an animal or bird considered a 
pest 2 a rascal [alter, of vermin] 

Varnish Avahnish/ /i 1 a liquid preparation that forms a hard shiny 
transparent coating on drying 2 outside show, veneer 3 [ME vemisch, 
fr MF vemis, fr Olt or ML; Olt vemice, fr ML veronic-, veronix sandarac 
(resin)] > varaishy adj 

Varnish vt 1 to apply varnish to 2 to cover (sthg unpleasant) with a fair 
appearance; gloss over ~ vamUher n 

Varnish .tree n any of various trees from which varnish or lacquer can 
be prepared 

varsity Avabsiti/ a, Br university - now chiefly humor [by shortening 
& alter] 

varus Avayras/ n the position of a bone or part that is turned inwards 
at its joint to an abnormal degree <//ie toe is in — > - compare valgus 
[NL, fr L, bent, knock-kneed] 

varva /vahv/ n a band of sediment composed of 2 distinct layers of silt 
or clay believed to comprise an annual cycle of deposition in a body of 
still water [Sw vary turn, layer; akin to OE hweorfan to turn - more at 
wharf] - varved adj 

vary Aveari/ vr 1 to make a (partial) change in 2 to ensure variety in, 
diversify ^vi 1 to exhibit or undergo change 2 to deviate 3 to take on 
values iy vanes inversely with x} 4 to exhibit biological vanation [ME 
varien, fr MF or L; MF varier, fr L variare, fr varius various] - varyisgly 
adv 

vas-, vsao- comb form vessel (e g blood vessel) (yaaodilator} [NL, fr L 
leaf vessel] 


vascular Avaskyoob/ adj of or being a channel or system of channels 
conducting blood, sap, etc in a plant or animal; also supplied with or made 
up of such channels, esp blood vessels <a tumour} [NL vascularis, fr 
L vasculum small vessel, dim. of vas] - vascularity /-'larati/ n 
vascular bundle n a single strand of the vascular system of a plant 
consisting usu of xylem and phloem together with parenchyma cells and 
fibres 

vasculariza, -ise Avaskyoob.nez/ vb to make or become vascubr - 
vascularization /-'zaysh(9)n/ n 

vascular plant n a plant having a specialized liquid conducting system 
that includes xylem and phloem 

vascular ray n any of several wedges of parenchymatous tissue formed 
from cambium that connect xylem and phloem in a vascular plant 
vasculum Avaskyoobm/ n. pi vaacnla Ab/ a usu metal and commonly 
cylindneal box used in collecting pbnts [NL, fr L, small vessel] 
vas defarans /.vaz 'defarenz, vas/ n, pi vasa deferentia /.vaysa defa'ren- 
shi a, -si a, -sha, .vayza/ a duct, esp of a higher vertebrate animal, that 
carries sperm from the testis towards the penis [NL, lit. deferent 
vessel] 

vasa /vahz/ n an ornamental vessel usu of greater depth than width, used 
esp for holding flowers (F, fr L vas vessel, akin to Umbnan vasor vessels] 

- vaaelike A-.-/ adj 

vasactomy /va'sektami, va-/ n surgical cutting out of a .section of the 
vas deferens, usu to induce permanent stenlity [ISV] - vasectomize vt 
Vasalina /,vas(d)reen/ trademark - used for petroleum jelly 
vasiform Avasi.fawm/ adj having the form of a hollow tube [NL 
vasiformis, fr L vas f -iformis -iform] 
vaso- - see VAS- 

vasoactive /.vasoh'aktiv, .vayzoh-/ adj affecting, esp in relaxing or 
contracting, the blood vessels - vasoactivity /-ak'tivati/ n 
‘vasocon,striction n narrowing of the diameter of blood vessels [ISV] 

- vaaoconstrictive A-.-/ adj 

Vasocon, stricter /-kdn,$tnkt3/ n a sympathetic nerve fibre, drug, etc 
that induces or initiates vasoconstriction 
.vaaodi'lation Adie'laysh(3)n/ n widening of the blood vessels, esp as a 
result of nerve action [ISV] 

VaaodUator Adie,layta/ n a parasympathetic nerve fibre, drug, etc that 
mduces or initiates vasodilation 

.vaao'motor A'mohta/ adj of or being nerves or centres controlling the 
size of blood vessels [ISV] 

jraao'prasain A'presin/ n a polypeptide pituitary hormone that 
increases blood pressure and decreases unne flow [fr Vasopressin, a 
trademark] 

.vaso'pretsor /-'presd/ adj causing a nse in blood pressure by constnet- 
mg the blood vessels - vasopressor n 
vassal Avas(9)l/ n 1 sby under the protection of another who is his/her 
feudal lord 2 sby in a subservient or subordinate position [ME, fr MF. 
fr ML vassallus, fr vassus servant, vassal, of Celt ongin, akin to W gwas 
boy, servant] - vassal adj 

vast /vahst/ adj very great in amount, degree, intensity, or esp in extent 
or range [L vastus; akin to 01 r fot length] - vastly adv, vastness n 
'vat /vat/ n 1 a tub, barrel, or other large vessel, esp for holding liquids 
undergoing chemical change or preparations for dyeing or tanning 2 a 
liquid containing a dye in a soluble form, that, on textile matenal being 
steeped in the liquor and then exposed to the air, is converted to the 
onginal insoluble dye by oxidation and is precipitated in the fibre [ME 
fat, vat, fr OE fact, akin to OHG vaz vessel, Lith puodas pot] 

*vat vt -tt- to put into or treat in a vat 
*vat n, often cap, Br value-added tax 

vat dye n a water-insoluble generally fast dye used in the form of a vat 
liquor 

Vatican Avatikan/ n the official residence of the Pope and the adminis- 
trative centre of Roman Catholicism [L VatiOanus Vatican Hill (in 
Rome)] - Vatican adj 

vaticinata /V3'tisi.nayt, va-/ vb to prophesy, predict - fml [L vatidna’ 
tus, pp of vaticinan, fr vates prophet 4 -cinan (akin to L canere to sing) 

- more at chant] - vaticlnator n, vaticination A'naysh(a)n/ n 
vaudavllla Avai^a.vil/ n 1 a light often comic theatrical piece fre- 
quently corabining pantomime, dialogue, dancing, and song 2 NAm 
VARIETY 4 [F, fr MF, popular satirical song, alter, of vaudevire, fr 
vau-de'Vire vaWey of Virc, fr vau, val valley k de from, of (fr L) Vine, 
town in NW France where such songs were composed - more at 

VALE, DE-] 

'vault /vawlt, vq||//i la an arched structure of masonry, usu forming a 
ceiling or roof church b sthg (e g the sky) resembling a vault 2a 
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an underground passage, room, or storage compartment b a room or 
compartment for the safekeeping of valuables 3a a bunal chamber, esp 
beneath a church or in a cemetery b a prefabricated container, usu of 
metal or concrete, into which a coffin is placed at burial [ME voutc, fr 
MF, fr (assumed) VL volvita turn, vault, prob fr volvitarc] vaulted adj, 
vaulty adj 

’vault vf to form or cover (as lO with a vault 

*vault vb to bound vigorously (over); csp to execute a leap (over) using the 
hands or a pole [MF volter, fr Olt voJtare. fr (assumed) VL volvitarc to 
turn, leap, frcq of L volvere to roll - more at voiLiBitJ - vaulter n 
Vault n an act of vaulting 

Vaulting /'vawlting, 'volting/ n vaulted construction 
Vaulting adj 1 reaching for the heights ambition) 2 designed for use 
in vaulting 

'vaulting , horse n an apparatus like a pommel horse without pommels 
that IS used for vaulting in gymnastics 

vaunt /vawnt/ vt to call attention to. proudly and often boastfully [ME 
vaunten, fr MF vanter, fr LL vanitare, fr L vanitas vanity] - vaunter n, 
vauntingly adv 

vavasour /'vava.sooa/ n a feudal tenant ranking directly below a baron 
[ME, fr OF vavassor, prob fr ML vassus vassoium vassal of vassals] 
VD /.vec 'dee/ n venereal disease 

VDU /.vee dee ‘yooh/ n a device for the visual display of information (e g 
from a computer) typically in the form of text presented on a cathode-ray 
tube [visual display unit] 

've /v/ vb have < we've been there) [by conir] 
veal /veel/ n the flesh of a young calf used as food meat [ME veel, 
fr MF, fr L \iteUus small calf, dim of vituJui calf - more at wether] - 
vealy adj 

Vector /'vektd/ /i la a quantity (e g velocity or force) that has magnitude 
and direction and that is commonly represented by a directed line segment 
whose length represents the magnitude and whose orientation in space 
represents the direction b a course or compass direction, esp of an aircraft 
2 an organism (e g an insect) that transmits a disease-causing agent [NL. 
fr L, earner, fr vectus, pp of vehere to carry - more at way] - vectorial 
/-'tawn al/ adj 

Vector vt to change the direction of (the thrust of a jet engine) for 
steering 

vector product n a vector c whose length is the product of the lengths 
of 2 vectors a and b and the sine of their included angle, whose direction 
IS perpendicular to their plane, and whose sense for the vector product ab 
IS that of a nght-handed screw with axis c when a is rotated into b 
vector space n a set whose elements are generalized vectors and which 
IS a commutative group under addition that is also closed under an 
operation of multiplication by elements of a given field 
vector sum n the sum of vectors that for 2 vectors is geometrically 
represented by the diagonal of a parallelogram whose sides represent the 
2 vectors being added 

Veda Aecda, 'vay-/ n any of 4 canonical collections of hvmns, prayers, 
and liturgical formulas that compnse the earliest Hindu sacred wntings 
[Skt, lit , knowledge, akin to Gk eidenai to know - more at wit] 
Vedanta /va'dahnta, -'dan-/ n an orthodox system of Hindu philosophy 
developing the speculations of the Upanishads on ultimate reality and the 
liberation of the soul [Skt Vedanta, lit , end of the Veda, fr Veda ♦ anta 
end, akin to OE ende end] - Vedantism n, Vedantist n 
Vedantic /va'dantik/ adj 1 of the Vedanta philosophy 2 Vedic 
Vedda, Veddah /veda/ n a member of an aboriginal people of Sn Lanka 
[Sinhalese vedda hunter] 

vedette /vi'det/ n a mounted sentinel stationed in advance of pickets [F, 
fr It vedetta, alter of veJetta, prob fr Sp vela watch, fr velar to keep • ch, 
fr L vigilare to wake, watch, fr vigil awake] 

Vedic Aeedik, Vay-/ adj of the Vedas, the language in which they are 
written, or Hindu history and culture between 15(X) nc and 500 bc 
Veer /via/ vt to let or pay out (e g a rope) [ME veren, of LG or D origin. 

akin to MD vieren to slacken. MLG viren] 

Veer /via/ vi 1 to change direction, position, or inclination 2 of the wind 
to shift in a clockwise direction - compare back 2 3 to wear ship vt 
to direct to a different course; specif wear 7 [MF virer, prob of Celt 
origin; akin to OIr ftar oblique; akin to OE wtr wire] -- veerlngly adv 
Veer n a change in direction, position, or inclination 
veg /vej/ n, pi veg Br a vegetable <^meat and two ^ - infml 
vegan /'veegan, vaygan/ n a strict vegetanan who avoids food or other 
products derived from animals [by contr fr vegetanan] - vegan adj, 
veganiam n 

Vegetable /'vej(i)tabl/ adj la of, constituting, or growing like plants b 


consisting of plants 2 made or obtained from plants or plant products 
[ME. fr ML vegetabilis vegetative, fr vegetare to grow, fr L. to animate, 
fr vegetm lively, fr vegere to rouse, excite - more at 'wake] - vegetably 
adv 

Vegetable n 1 plant Ib 2 a usu herbaceous plant (eg the cabbage, 
bean, or potato) grown for an edible part which is usu eaten with the 
principal course of a meal, also this part of the plant 3a a person with 
a dull undemanding existence b a person whose physical and esp mental 
capacities are severely impaired by illness or injury 
vegetable ivory n the hard white opaque endosperm of the seed of a 
S Amencan palm that is used as a substitute for ivory 
.vegetable 'nnarrow n (any of vanous large smooth-skinned elongated 
fruits, used as a vegetable, oO a cultivated vancly of a climbing plant of 
the cucumber family 

'vegetable .oil n an oil of plant origin 

vegetal /’vejitl/ adf 1 vegetable 2 vegetative [ML vegetare to grow] 
Vegetarian /.veji'teari an/ n one who practises vegetananism [Veg- 
etable -anan] 

Vegetarian adj 1 of vegetanans or vegetananism 2 consisting wholly 
of vegetables (a - diet) 

.vege'taria.niam /-,niz(3)m/ n the often ethically based theory or 
practice of living on a diet that excludes the flesh of animals and often 
other animal products and that is made up of vegetables, fruits, cereals, 
and nuts - compare lacto-vegetarianism 

vegetate Acji.tayt/ V/ It to grow m the manner of a plant b to produce 
vegetation 2 to lead a passive monotonous existence [ML vegetatus, pp 
of vegetare to grow] 

vegetation /.veji’iaysh(3)n/ n 1 plant life or total plant cover (e g of an 
area) 2 an abnormal outgrowth on a body part (eg a heart valve) 
[vegetate + -ion] - vegetational adj, fcgctationally adv 
vegetative /'vejitdtiv/ adj la of or functioning in nutntion and growth 
as contrasted with reproductive functions <a ^ nucleus) b of or involving 
propagation by nonsex ual processes or methods 2 relating to, composed 
of, or suggesting vegetation cover) 3 affecting, arising from, or 
relating to involuntary bodily functions - vegetitively adv, Tegetati?e> 
ness n 

vehement /'vee amant/ adj 1 intensely felt, impassioned 2 forcibly 
expressed [MF, fr L vehement-, vehemens; akin to L vehere to carry] - 
vehemently adv, vehemence n 

vehicle /'vee akfa)!/ n 1 any of vanous usu liquid media acting esp as 
solvents, earners, or binders for active ingredients (e g drugs) or pigments 
2 a meaL% of transmission, a earner 3 a medium through which sthg is 
expressed **' communicated 4 motor vehicle 5 a work created to 
display tk '.ilenls of a panicular performer [F vehicule. fr L vehiculum 
carnage, conveyance, fr vehere to carry - more at way] 
vehicular /vec'ikyoola/ adj of or designed for vehicles, esp motor 
vehiclv™'. 

'veil /vayl/ n la a length of cloth worn by women as a covenng for the 
head and shoulders and often, esp in eastern countnes, the face, specif the 
outer covenng of a nun’s headdress b a piece of sheer fabnc attached for 
protection or ornament to a hat or headdress c any of vanous liturgical 
cloths, esp one used to cover the chalice 2 the cloistered life of a nun 3 
a concealing curtain or cover of cloth 4a sthg that hides or obscures like 
a veil b a disguise, pretext {under the ~ of national defence preparations 
for war began) 5 a velum [ME veile, fr ONF, fr L vela, pi of velum 
veilj 

’veil V/ to cover, provide, or conceal (as lO with a veil - vi to put on or 
wear a veil 

veiled /vayld/ adj 1 indistinct, muffled 2 disguised threats) 
veiling /'vayling/ n 1 a veil 2 any of vanous light sheer fabnes 
'vein /vayn/ n 1 a deposit of ore, coal, etc, esp in a rock fissure 2a blood 
vFiLSFL - not used technically b any of the tubular converging vessels that 
carry blood from the capillanes towards the heart - compare artery 
ANATOMY 3a any of the vascular bundles forming the framework 
of a leaf b any of the thickened cuticular nbs that serve to stiffen the wings 
of an insect 4 a streak or marking suggesting a vein (e g in n:arble) S a 
distinctive element or quality, a strain 6 a frame of mind; a mood [ME 
veine, fr OF. fr L vena] - velnal adj, veinlet /-lit/ n, veiny adj 
’vein vt to pattern (as if) with veins 
veining Aayning/ n a pattern of veins 

velar /'veeb/ adj 1 of or forming a velum, esp the soft palate 2 formed 
with the back of the tongue touching or near the soft palate {the ^ /k/ 
of cool) [NL velaris, fr velum] - velar n, velarize vf 
Velcro /'velkroh/ trademark - used for a fastening device consisting of 
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2 pieces, esp strips, of fabnc that stick to each other by means of very small 
hooks that cling to loops 

veldf veldt /velt, felt/ n a (shrubby or thinly forested) grassland, esp in 
southern Africa ^3" plant [Afnk veJd, fr MD, field; akin to OE feld 
field] 

vclota, valeta /va'leela/ n a ballroom dance of English ongin in wait? 
time (Sp vcleta weather vane, fr vela cloth, veil, fr L vela, pi of velum 
vcil[ 

velleity /va'Iee ati/ n a slight wish or inclination - fml [NL velhitas, fr 
L velle to wish, will - more at wii i ] 
vellum /'vebm/ n 1 a fine-grained skin (e g calO prepared esp for wntmg 
on or binding books 2 a strong cream-coloured paper [ME velim, fr MF 
veeJin, fr veehn, adj, of a calf, fr veel calf - more at veai ] 
velocipede /va'Iosipeed/ n 1 an early type of bicycle propelled by the 
rider's feet in contact with the ground 2 NAm a child's incycle [F 
velocipede, fr L veloc-, velox *■ ped-, pes foot - more at nxii] 
velocity /va'losati/ n 1 speed, esp of inanimate things 2 speed m a given 
direction [MF velocite, fr L veJocitat-, velocitas, fr veloc-, velox quick, 
akin to L vehere to carry - more at way] 

velour, velours /va'looa/ n, pi velours /•?/ 1 any of vanous fabnes with 
a pile or napped surface resembling velvet 2 a fur felt finished with a long 
velvety nap, used esp for hats [F velours velvet, velour, fr MF velours, 
velour, fr OF velous, fr L villosus shaggy, fr villus shaggy hair] 
velOUt6 /va'loohtay/ n a basic white sauce made with a roux and chicken, 
veal, or fish stock - compare bfchamel [F, lit . velvety, fr MF, fr velours 
velvet] 

volskoon Aelskoohn, 'fel-/ n, SAfr a strong heavy shoe, esp of rawhide 
[Afnk, fr vel skin ^ skoen shoe] 

volum Aeebm/ n, pi vela /-b/ a curtainlike membrane or anatomical 
partition, esp soft palate [NL, fr L, curtain, veil] 
volutlnoua /va'loohtmas/ adj covered with fine silky hairs [NL veluti- 
tius, fr ML velutum velvet, prob fr Olt velluto shaggy, fr (assumed) VL 
villutus] 

velvet /'velvit/ n 1 a fabric (e g of silk, rayon, or cotton) charactenzed 
by a short soft dense pile 2 sthg suggesting velvet in softness, smoothness, 
etc 3 the soft skin that envelops and nounshes the developing antlers of 
deer [ME veluet, velvet, fr MF velu shaggy, fr (assumed) VL villutus, fr 
L villus shaggy hair; akin to L vellus fleece - more at wool ] 
velveteen /velvLteen/ n a fabnc made with a short close weft pile m 
imitation of velvet 

.velvet 'glove n outward affability concealing ruthless inflexibility 
velvety /'velviti/ adj soft and smooth like velvet 
ven-, veni-, veno- comb form vein <vcnar/o/i> (^venipuncture) [L vena] 
vena cava /.veena 'kayva/ n, pi venae cavae /.veeni 'kay vi/ either of the 
2 large veins by which, in air-breathing venebrates. the blood is returned 
to the right atnum of the heart ^3^ anatomy [NL, lit . hollow vein] 
- vena caval adj 

venal Aecnl/ adj open to corrupt influence, esp bnbery [L venalis, fr 
venum (acc) sale; akin to Gk dneisthai to buy, Skt vasna pnee] - venally 
adv, venality /vee'nabti/ n 

venation /vec'naysh(a)n/ n an arrangement or system of veins in a leaf, 
insect wing, etc [L vena vein] - venational adj 
vend /vend/ vi to sell ^vt 1 to sell, esp in a small way 2 to sell by means 
of a vending machine [L vendere to sell, vt, contr of venum dare to give 
for sale] - vendable /’vendabl/ adj, vendee /.ven'dee/ n, vendible 
Aendabl/ adj 

Venda /'ven^/ n a Bantu language of the N Transvaal 
vendace /'vendas/ n, pi vendace also vendaces a whitefish of vanous 
European lakes [NL vandesius, fr MF vandoise] 
vendetta /ven'deta/ n 1 a blood feud arising from the murder or injury 
of a member of one family by a member of another 2 a prolonged bitter 
feud [It, lit., revenge, fr L vindicta - more at vindictive] 

'vending ma,chine /'vending/ n a coin-operated machine for selling 
merchandise - compare slot machine 

vendor, veader /'venda/ n 1 a seller; specif, Br the seller of a house 2 
VENDING MACHINE [VEND i '-OR, '-ER] 

'veneer /va'nia/ /i 1 a thin layer of wood of superior appearance or 
hardness used esp to give a decorative finish (e g to joinery) 2 a protective 
or ornamental facing (e g of brick or stone) 3 a superficml or deceptively 
attractive appearance [G fumier, fr fumieren to veneer, fr F foumir to 
complete, equip - more at furnish] 

Hronoer vt 1 to overlay (e g a common wood) with veneer; broadly to face 
with a material giving a superior surface 2 to conceal under a superficial 
and deceptive attractiveness - veneerer n 


veneering /va'niaring/ n 1 material used as veneer 2 a veneered 
surface 

venepuncture also venipuncture /'veni.pungkch3/ n surgical puncture 
of a vein, esp for the withdraw! of blood or for intravenous medica- 
tion 

venerable /'ven(d)rabl/ adj \- used as a title for an Anglican archdea- 
con, or for a Roman Catholic who has been accorded the lowest of 3 
degrees of recognition for sanctity 2 made sacred, esp by religious or 
histoncal association 3a commanding respect through age, character, and 
attainments b impressive by reason of age (under ^ pines) [venerate 
4 -abll] - venerableness n, venerably adv, venerability /-ra'bibti/ n 
venerate /'venarayt/ vt to regard with reverence or admmng deference 
[L veneratus, pp of veneran, fr vener-, venus love, charm - more at win] 

~ venerator n 

veneration /,vena'raysh(a)n/ n 1 reverential respect, deference, or 
honour 2 the state of being venerated [vfnfrail * -ion] 
venereal /v^'nian-al/ adj 1 of sexual desire or sexual intercourse 2a 
resulting from or contracted dunng sexual intercourse <- infections) b 
of or affected with venereal disease (a high ~ rate) [ME venerealle, fr 
L venereus, fr vener-, venus love, sexual desire] 
ve'nereal di.sease n a contagious disease (c g gonorrhoea or syphilis) 
that IS typically acquired dunng sexual intercourse 
venereology /vd,niari'obji/ n medicine dealing with venereal diseases 
[ISV venereal • -o- + -/o^>] -venereologist n. venereological / ri yiojikl/ 
adj 

'venery /'venan/ n the art, act, or practice of hunting [ME venene, fr 
MF, fr vener to hunt, fr L venan - more at vfnison] 

^venery n the pursuit of sexual pleasure [ME venene, fr Ml venena, fr 
L vener-, venus sexual desire] 

venesection also venisection /'veni,seksh(a)n/ ii the operation of open- 
ing a vein for letting blocxi [NL venae section-, icnac scctio, lit , cutting 
of a vein] 

ve.netian 'blind /v3’neesh(3)n/ n a blind (e g for a window) made of 
horizontal slats that may be adjusted so as to vary the amount of light 
admitted [Venetian of Venice, city in Italy) 

Ve.netian ‘glass n coloured and elaborately decorated glassware made 
at Murano near Venice 

Ve.netian 'red n an earthy haematite used as a pigment, also a synthetic 
iron oxide pigment '■* 

vengeance /'venj(3)ns/ n punishment inflicted m retaliation for injury 
or offence [ME, fr OF, fr vengier to avenge, fr L vmdicarc to lay claim 
' to, avenge more at vindic ati] - with a vengeance 1 with great force 
or vehemence 2 to an extreme or excessive degree 
vengeful /'venjf(3)l/ adj revengeful, vindictive [obs vengc (revenge)] - 
vengefiilly adv, vengefulness n 

venial /'veenyal, -ni-al/ adj forgivable, pardonable [ME, fr OF, fr LL 
venialis, fr L venia favour, indulgence, pardon, akin to L venus love, 
charm - more at win] - venially adv, venialness n 
.venial 'sin n a sin that does not deprive the soul of divine grace - 
compare mortai sin 

venin /'vemn/ n any of vanous toxic substances in snake venom [ve/iom 
t -in] 

venipuncture /'veni.pungkcha/ n venepuncture 
venire facias /ve,nie ari 'fayshi,as/ n a writ directing a US shenff to 
summon jurors [ME, fr ML, you should cause to come] 
venisection /'veni,seksh(a)n/ n venesection 

venison /'venis(3)n/ n the flesh of a deer as food [ME, flesh of a wild 
animal taken by hunting, fr OF vcneison hunting, game, fr L venation-, 
venatio, fr venatus, pp of venan to hunt, pursue; akin to OE winnan to 
struggle - more at win] 

Venite /vi'meti/ n a liturgical chant composed of parts of Psalms 95 and 
^6 [L, O come, fr venire to come; fr the opening word of Ps 95.1] 
Venn diagram /ven/ n a graph that uses plane shapes (e g circles) to 
represent logical relations between and operatioip on sets and the terms 
of propositions by the inclusion, exclusion, or intersection of the shapes 
[John Venn tl923 E logician] 

venom /'venam/ n 1 poisonous matter normally secreted by snakes, 
scorpions, bees, etc and transmitted chiefly by biting or stinging 2 ill will, 
malevolence [ME venim, venom, fr OF venim, fr (assumed) VL venimen, 
alter, of L ihmenum magic charm, drug, poison; akin to L venus love, 
charm] 

venomous /vendmas/ adj la poisonous b spiteful, malevolent 
cnticism) 2 able to inflict a poisoned wound [venom 4 -ous] - 
venomoualy adv, venomouanesa n 

venous Acenas/ adj 1 having or consisting of veins (a system) 2 of 
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Mood containing carbon dioxide rather than oxygen [L venosus, fr vena 
vein) - venousiy adv, venosity /vi’nosati/ n 
Vent /vent/ vt 1 to provide with a vent 2 to give (vigorous) expression 
to [ME venten, prob fr MF esventer to expose to the air, fr cs- ex- (fr L 
ex-) t vent wind, fr L ventus - more at 'wind] 

'vent n I a means of escape or release, an outlet - chiefly in give vent to 
2a the anus, of the cloaca of a bird or reptile b an outlet of a volcano, 
a fumarolc ".IT ofooraphy c a hole at the breech of a gun through 
which the powder is ignited - vcntlest adj 
•vent n a slit in a garment; specif an opening in the lower part of a scam 
(e g of a jacket or skirl) [ME vente, alter of fente, fr MF. sht, fissure, fr 
fendre to split, fr L fmdere - more at bite] 
ventage /'ventij/ n a small hole (e g a flute stop) 
ventail Aentayl/ n the lower movable front of a medieval helmet [ME, 
fr MF ventailJe, fr vent wind] 

ventifact /'ventifakt/ n a stone shaped or polished by wind-blown sand 
[L ventus wind ^ E -i- f -fact (as in artifact)] 
ventilate /'ventilayt/ vt ] to examine freely and openly; expose publicly 
2 to expose to (a current of fresh) air, oxygenate 3a of a current of air 
to pass or circulate through so as to freshen b to cause fresh air to 
circulate through [LL ventilatus, pp of ventilare, fr L. to fan. winnow, 
fr ventulus, dim of ventus wind - more at wind] - ventilative /-.laytiv/ 
adj 

ventilation /,venti‘laysh(a)n/ n 1 the act or process of ventilating 2 a 
system or means of providing fresh air 

ventilator Aenii.layta/ n an apparatus or aperture for introducing fresh 
air or expelling stagnant air [vlniilatf -*■ '-or] 
ventr-, ventro- comb form ventral and <ventro7afera/> [L ventr-, venter 
belly, akin to naiiast paunch. L vesica bladder] 

ventral Aentral/ adj la abdominal b relating to or situated near or on 
the front or lower surface of an animal or aircraft opposite the back - 
compare ix)Rsai 2 being or located on the lower or inner surface of a 
plant structure [F, fr L ventralis, fr ventr-, venter] - ventrally adv 
ventricle /'ventrikl/ n a cavity of a bodily part or organ e g a a chamber 
of the heart which receives bUxKi from a corresponding atrium and from 
which blood is pumped into the artenes anaiomy b any of the 
system of communicating cavities in the brain that are continuous with 
the central canal of the spinal cord [ME, fr L ventnculus, fr dim of 
ventr-, venter] - ventricular /ven'tnkyoola/ adj 
ventriloquism /ven'tnb,kwiz(3)m/ n the production of the voice in 
such a manner that the sound appears to come from a source other than 
the vocal organs of the speaker and esp from a dummy manipulated by 
the producer of the sound [LL ventrtJoquus ventnioquist, fr L ventr-, 
venter -v loqui to speak, fr the belief that the voice is produced from the 
ventnloquist's stomach] - ventriloquist n, ventriloquial /.ventn- 
'lohkwi-al/ adj 

Venture /'vencha/ vt 1 to expose to hazard, nsk, gamble 2 to face the 
risks and dangers of, brave 3 to offer at the nsk of opposition or censure 
an opinion') -- vi to proceed despite danger, dare to go or do [ME 
venteren, by shortening & alter fr aventuren, fr aventure adventure] 
'venture n l an undertaking involving chance, nsk, or danger, esp in 
business 2 sthg (e g money or property) at nsk in a speculative ven- 
ture 

Venture .capital n capital (available to be) invested in a new or fresh 
enterpnSe 

Venture .acout n a senior member of the Bntish Scout movement aged 
from 16 to 20 

Venturesome /-8(a)m/ adj I ready to take nsks, danng 2 involving 
risk; hazardous - venturesomely adv, venturesomeness n 
venturi /ven'tyooari/ n a short tube that is inserted in a wider pipeline 
and IS used for measunng flow rate of a fluid or for providing suction [G 
B Ventun tl822 It physicist] 

venturous /vencharas/ adj venturesome - venturously adv, venturous- 
neu n 

venue /'venyooh/ n 1 the place in which a legal case is to be tned and 
from which the jury is drawn 2 the place where a gathenng takes place 
[ME venyw action of coming, fr MF venue, fr venir to come, fr L ventre 
- more at cxime] 

venule Aenyoohl/ n a small^ydn (connecting the capillary network with 
the larger systemic veins) anatomy [L venula, dim of vena 
vein] 

Venus Aeenas/ n the planet second in order from the sun ^ 
ASTRONOMY, SYMBOL (M^ fr L Venef-, Venus, Roman goddess of love 
& beauty, fr vener-, venus sexual desire] 


.Venus'-'flytrap, Venus’s-flytmp n an insect -eating plant of the sundew 
family 

Venusian /vi'nyoohzh(3)n/ adj of or coming from the planet Venus - 
Venusian n 

veracious /va'rayshas/ adj 1 reliable in testimony, truthful 2 true, 
accurate [L verac-, verax - more at very] - veraciously adv, versdoos- 
ness n, veracity /va'rasati/ n 

veranda, verandah /va'randa/ n a usu roofed open gallery or portico 
attached to the outside of a building [Hindi varan^a] 
veratrine /*vera,trecn/ n a poisonous mixture of alkaloids obtained from 
sabadilla seed and used esp to reduce inflammation and as qp insecticide 
[NL veratnna, fr Veratrum, genus of herbs] 
verb /vuhb/ n any of a class of words that charactenstically are the 
grammatical centre of a predicate and express an act, occurrence, or mode 
of being [ME verhe, fr MF, fr L verbum word, verb - more at word] 
Verbal /'vuhbl/ adj I of, involving, or expressed in words 2 of or formed 
from a verb 3 spoken rather than wntten, oral <a ~ contract ♦ 
verbatim, word-for-word [MF or LL; MF, fr LL verbalis, fr L verbum] 

- verbally adv 

'verbal n 1 a word that combines charactenstics of a verb with those of 
a noun or adjective 2 Bra spoken statement, esp one made to the police 
admitting or implying guilt and used in evidence 
verbalism /'vuhbl.iz(3)m/ n 1 a verbal expression 2 an excessive 
emphasis on words as opposed to the ideas or realities they represent 
verbal ize, -ise /'vuhbl, lez/ vi 1 to speak or write verbosely 2 to express 
sthg in words ^ v-r 1 to convert into a verb 2 to name or describe in words 

- verbalizer n, verbalization /-'zaysh(»)n/ n 

.verbal 'noun n a noun denved from, and having some of the construc- 
tions of, a verb, esp a gerund 

verbatim /vuh’baytim/ adv or adj in the exact words (ME. fr ML, fr 
L verbum word] 

verbena /vuh'bcena/ n vervain, esp a cultivated one grown for its showy 
spikes of flowers [NL. genus of herbs or subshrubs, fr L, sing, of verbenae 
sacred boughs, certain medicinal plants - more at vervain] 
verbiage /’vuhbi ij/ n wordiness, verbosity [F, fr MF verbter to chatter, 
fr verbe speech, fr L verbum word] 

verbose /vuh'bohs/ adj 1 containing more words than necessary 2 given 
to wordiness - verbosely adv, verboseoeas n, verbosity /•'bosoti/ n 
verboten /feo'bohtn, vuh-/ adj prohibited, esp by authority - chiefly 
humor [G, fr pp of verbieten to forbid] 

verdant /’vuhd(a)nt/ adj la green in tint or colour <- grass') b green 
with growing plants fields) 2 immature, unsophisticated [modif of 
MF ve^ foyant, fr prp of verdoyer to be green, fr OF verdoier, fr verd, vert 
green, fr 1 vindis, fr virere to be green] - verdancy /-si/ n, verdantly 
adv 

verd antique, verde antique /.vuhd an'teek/ n \ a decorative green 
mottled or veined serpentine 2 a dark green porphyry [It verde anttco, 
lit., ancient green] 

verderer, verderor /’vuhdaro/ n a former English judicial officer of the 
royal forests [AF, fr OF verdier, fr verd green] 
verdict /'vuhdikt/ n 1 the decision of a jury on the matter submitted to 
them 2 an opinion, judgment [alter of ME verdit, fr AF, fr OF ver true 
(fr L verus) + dit saying, dictum, fr L dictum - more at very] 
verdigris Auhdigns; also -,gree/ n la a green or greenish blue poison- 
ous pigment resulting from the action of acetic acid on copper b normal 
copper aceute 2 a green or bluish deposit formed on copper, brass, or 
bruiizc 5urfaces [ME vertegrez, fr OF vert de Gnce, lit , green of 
Greece] 

verdure /‘vuhdya, -p/ n 1 (the greenness oO growing vegetation 2 a 
condition of health, freshness, and vigour [ME, fr MF, fr verd green) - 
verdurelcas adj, verduroua adj, verdurouaneas n 
'verge /vuhj/ n 1 a rod or staff earned as an emblem of authonty or 
symbol of office 2 sthg that borders, limits, or bounds- e g a an outer 
margin of an object or structural part b the edge of a roof projecting over 
the gable 3 the bnnk, threshold A Bra surfaced or planted strip of land 
at the side of a road [ME. penis, rod, fr MF, fr L virga rod, stnpe - more 
at WHISK; (2-4) fr the obs phrase within the verge within the area subject 
to the authonty of a verge-bearer] 

'vergt vi - verge on to be near to; border on 
•verge vi \ of the sun to incline towards the horizon; sink 2 to move or 
extend towards a specified condition [L vergere to bend, incline - more 
at wrench] 

verger /vuhja/ n 1 a church official who keeps order dunng services or 
serves as an usher or sacrisUn 2 chiefly Br an attendant who carries a 
verge (e g before a bishop or justice) 
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veridical /vi'ndikl/ adj 1 truthful, veracious 2 aot illusory; genuine [L 
vendKUs, fr vents true -* dicere to say - more at very, diction] - 
Tcridkally aJv, veiidicality /-'kalati/ n 
varification /,venrrkaysh(3)n/ n venfying or being venfied 
varify Aenfic/ kT 1 to substantiate in law, esp formally or on oath 2 to 
ascertain the truth, accuracy, or reality of 3 to bear out, fulfil <iny fears 
were verified) [ME verifien, fr MF verifier, fr ML venficare, fr L vents 

true - more at very] - verifier n, verifiable P , / ad) 

varily Aerali/ adv, arc/iaic 1 indeed, certainly 2 truly, confidently [ME 
verraify, fr verray very] 

variaimilituda /.verisi'milityoohd/ n 1 the quality or state of appeanng 
to be true 2 a statement that has the appearance of truth USE fml [L 
veristmihtudo, fr venstmtlis appearing to be true, fr ven stmths like the 
truth] - veriaimilitudinous /-'tyoohdinas/ adj 
varitabla Aentabl/ adj being in fact the thing named and not false or 
imaginary - often used to stress the aptness of a metaphor <a ^ mountain 
of references'} - veiitableneaa n, veritably adv 
varity /'veriti/ n 1 the quality or state of being true or real 2 sthg (e g 
a statement) that is true; esp a permanently true value or principle [ME 
verite, fr MF vente, fr L ventat-, ventas, fr vents true] 
varjuica Auhjoohs/ n the sour juice of crab apples or unnpe fruit 
formerly used in cooking [ME veijus, fr MF, fr vert jus, lit , green 
juice] 

varkramp /fia'krump/ adj, SAfr (characteristic) of a verkrampte [prob 
modif of Afnk bekrompe narrow-minded, fr D beknmpen to shnnk, 
restnet] 

varkrampta /fia'krumpta/ n, SAfr a person holding ultraconservative 
or bigoted views, esp on social, political, or religious matters - compare 
KRAGDADiGE, VERLiGTF [Afnk, fr verkrawp -te, noun suffix] 
varlig /fia'likh/ adj, SAfr liberal 4 [Afnk. enlightened, fr D verUchten 
to light, enlighten] 

Varligta /fia'likhta/a^/, SAfr liberal 4 (^significant ^ moves in the race 
relations field - The Star (Johannesburg)} [Afnk, fr verhg + -te, noun 
suffix] 

*varligta n, SAfr an advocate of liberal policies - compare rragdadige, 

VERKRAMPTE 

varmail /’vuhmayl/ n gilded silver, bronze, or copper [MF, fr vermeil, 
adj - more at vermilion] - vermeil adj 

varmi* comb form worm <vcrmi/bnn> [NL, fr LL, fr L vemiis - more 
at worm] 

varmian Auhmyan, -mi an/ adj of or resembling worms [ISV] 
varmicalli /.vuhmi'cheli/ n 1 pasta in the form of long thin solid threads 
smaller in diameter than spaghetti 2 small thin sugar strands that are used 
as a decoration (e g on iced cakes) [It. fr pi of vermicello, dim of verme 
worm, fr L vermis] 

varmicular /vuh'mikyoob/ adj la resembling a worm in form or 
motion b vermiculate 2 of or caused by worms [NL vermiculans, fr L 
vermiculus, dim. of vermis] 

varmiculata /vuh'mikyoolat/, vemucuiated Alaytid/ adj 1 marked 
with irregular or wavy lines <a nut} 2 full of worms, worm-eaten 3 
tortuous, intneate - fml [L vermicuJatus, fr vermiculus] ~ vemiculation 
/-'laysh(a)n/ n 

varmiculita /vuh'mikyooliet/ n any of vanous minerals of hydrous 
silicates derived from mica that expand on heating to form a lightweight 
highly water-absorbent matenal [L vermiculus little worm] 
vermiform /'vuhmi.fawm/ adj resembling a worm in shape [NL vermi- 
formis, fr vcnni- + -formis -form] 

.vermiform ep'pendix n a narrow short blind tube that extends from 
the caecum in the lower right-hand part of the abdomen diges- 
tion 

vermilion, vermillioo /va'milyan/ adj or n (of the brilliant red colour oO 
mercuric sulphide used as a pigment [ME vermilioun, fr OF vermallon, 
fr vermeit, adj, bright red, vermilion, fr LL vermiculus kermes, fr L, little 
worm; adj fr n] 

vermin y^vuhmin/ n, pi vermin I pi a lice, rats, or other common 
harmful or objectionable animals b birds and mammals that prey on game 
2 an offensive person [ME, fr MF, fr (assumed) L vermin-, vermen worm, 
akin to L vermis worm - more at worm] - vermiDoaB adj, vermlDoasly 
adv 

vermouth /'vuhmath/ n a dry or sweet alcoholic drink that has a white 
wine base and is flavoured with aromatic herbs (F vermout, fr G wermut 
wormwood, fr OHG wermuota - more at wormwood] 

'vemecular /va'nakyoola/ adj la expressed or written in a language or 
dialect native to a region or country rather than a literary, learned, or 
foreign language b of or being the normal spoken form of a language 2 


of or being the common building style of a period or place [L vemaculus 
native, fr vema slave bom in his master's house, native] - vernacularly 
adv 

’vernacular n 1 the local vernacular language 2 the mode of expression 
of a group or class - vernacularism n 

vernal /'vuhnl/ adj 1 of or occurring in the spring equinox} 2 fresh, 
youthful [L vemalis, alter of vemus, fr ver spring; akin to Gk ear spring] 

- vemally adv 

varnal-iza, -ise /'vuhnl, lez/ vr to ha.sten the flowenng and fruiting of 
(plants), esp by chilling seeds, bulbs, or seedlings - vernalization 
/-'2aysh(3)n/ n 

vernation /vuh'naysh(a)n/ n the arrangement of foliage leaves within 
the bud - compare aestivation [NL vernation-, vematio, fr L vematus, 
pp of vemare to behave as in spnng. fr vemus vernal] 

Vernier /'vuhnya, -ni a/ n 1 a short specially graduated scale that slides 
along another graduated scale allowing fine measurements of parts of 
graduations to be made 2a a small auxiliary device used with a mam 
device to obtain fine adjustment b any of 2 or more small supplementary 
rocket engines or gas nozzles on a rocket vehicle for making fine 
adjustments m the velocity or attitude [Pierre Vernier 11637 F mathema- 
tician] 

Vernier adj having or comprising a vernier 
Veronal /va'rohnl/ trademark - used for barbitone 
veronica /va'ronika/ n speedwell [NL, genus of herbs] 
verruca /va'roohka/ n, pi verrucas also verniccae /-ki/ 1 a wart or 
warty skin growth 2 a warty prominence on a plant or animal [L - more 
at wart] ^ verrucose /'verookohs/ adj 

veraant /'vuhsant/ n 1 the slope of a mountain (chain) 2 the general 
slope of land [F, fr MF, fr prp of verser to turn, pour, fr L versare to turn, 
fr its shedding of water] 

versatile /'vuhsaliel/ adj 1 embracing a vancly of subjects, fields, or 
skills, also turning with ease from one thing to another 2 capable of 
moving easily forwards or backwards, or esp up and down <'^ 
antennae} < ^ anther} 3 having many uses or applications < ^ building 
matenal} [F or L, F, fr L versatilis turning easily, fr versatus, pp of 
versare to turn, fr versus, pp of vertere] - versatilely adv, versatileness 
ji, versatility A'tilati/ n 

verse /vuhs/ n 1 a line of metneal writing 2a (m example oO metneal 
language or wntmg, distinguished from poetry esp by its lower level of 
intensity b poetry 2 c a body of metneal writing (e g of a penod or 
country) (Elizabethan ^ > 3 a stanza 4 any of the short divisions into 
which a chapter of the Bible is traditionally divided [ME vers, fr OF. fr 
L versus, lit , turning, fr versus, pp of vertere to turn - more at 
’worth] 

versed adj possessing a thorough knowledge (oO or skill in - chiefly m 
well versed in [L versatus, pp of versan to be active, be occupied (m), 
passive of versare to turn, fr versus, pp] 
versicie /vuhsikl/ n a short verse or sentence (e g from a psalm) said or 
sung by a leader in public worship and followed by a response from the 
congregation symbol [ME, fr L versiculus, dim of versus 

verse] 

versicolour Avobsukub/, 'versi.coloured adj 1 having vanous colours, 
variegated 2 changeable m colour, indescent silk} [L versicolor, fr 
versus, pp of vertere to turn, change ♦- color colour] 
vwrsif y Auhsifie/ vi to compose verses vt to turn into verse - versifier 
n, venifleation /-ri'kaysh(9)n/ n 

version /'vuhsh(a)n, -zh(3)n/ n I a translation from another language; 
esp, often cap a translation of (part oO the Bible 2a an account or 
descnption from a particular point of view, esp as contrasted with another 
account b an adaptation of a work of art into aikither medium (the film 
. ^ of the novel} c an arrangement of a musical imposition 3 a form or 
vanant of a type or ongmal (an expenmental of the plane} 4 manual 

turning of a foetus in the uterus to aid delivery [MF, fr ML version-, 
versto act of turning, fr L versus, pp of vertere] - veraional adj 
vers libra /.vea 'ieebra/ n, pi vers Ubrea /*^/ free verse [F] - 
vera-libriat n 

vereo /'viflisoh/ n, pi veraoa a left-hand page - contrasted with recto [NL 
verso (folio) the page being turned] 

versue Avtihsas/ prep 1 against 2 in contrast to or as the alternative of 
(free trade ^ protection} [ML, towards, against, fr L, adv, so as to face, 
fr pp of vertere to turn] 

vert /vuht/ n 1 green forest vegetation 2 green - used in heraldry [ME 
verte, fr MF vcit, fr ven green - more at verdant] 
vertebra Avobtibra/ n, pi vertebrae /-bri/, vertebras any of the bony or 
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cartilaginous segments composing the spinal column anatomy [L. 
joint, vertebra, fr veiterc to turn - more at 'worth] - vertebral adj 
'vertebrate /'vuhtibrat, -brayt/ adj 1 having a spinal column 2 of the 
vertebrates [NL vertcbntus, fr L, jointed, fr vertebra] 

^vertebrate n any of a large group of animals (e g mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, and Hshes) with a segmented backbone, together 
with a few pnmitive forms in which the backbone is represented by a 
notochord [deriv of NL vertebratus] 

vertex Auhteks/ n, pi vertices /’vuhtisocz/ also vertexes la(l) the point 
opposite to and farthest from the base m a figure (2) the termination or 
intersection of lines or curves <r/ie of an angle} (3) a point where an 
axis of an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola intersects the curve b zenith 
1 2 the top of the head 3 the highest point; the summit USE (la) -3^ 
MATHEMATic:s [L ve/Tic-, veflex, vortK-, vortex whirl, whirlpool, top of 
the head, summit, fr vertere to turn] 

vertical /'vuhtikl/ adj 1 situated at the highest point; directly overhead 
or in the zenith 2 perpendicular to the plane of the horizon or to a 
primary axis 3 of, involving, or integrating discrete elements (e g from 
lowest to highest) (a -- business organization} {the ^ arrangement of 
society} 4 of or concerning the relationships between people of difl'ercnt 
rank in a hierarchy - compare horizonial 2 [MF or LL; MF, fr LL 
verticaJis, fr L vertic-, vertex] - vertical n, vertically adv, verticalness n, 
verticallty /-'kalati/ n 

verticil /’vuhtisil/ n whorl 1 (NL verticillus, dim of L vertex whirl] 
verticillate /vuh'tisilat, -layt, .vuhti'silayt/ adj whorled, esp arranged in 
a transverse whorl like the spokes of a wheel <a - shelf} 
vertiginous /vuh'tijinas/ adj 1 charactenzed by or sufTenng from 
vertigo 2 inclined to frequent and often pointless change, inconstant 3 
causing or fending to cause dizziness {the heights} 4 marked by 
turning; rotary (L vertiginosus, fr vertigin-, vertigo] - vertiginously 
adv 

vertigo /'vuhtigoh/ n a disordered state in which the individual loses 
balance and the surroundings seem to whirl di/.zily [L vertigin-, vertigo. 
fr vertere to turn] 

vervain /'vuhvayn/ n any of a genus of plants that bear often showy 
flowers in heads or spikes, esp one with spikes of small lilac flowers [ME 
verveine, ft MF, fr L verbena, sing, of verbenae sacred boughs, certain 
medicinal plants; akin to L verber rod, Gk rhabdos] 
verve /vuhv/ n 1 the spmt and enthusiasm animating artistic work 2 
energy, vitality (F, fantasy, caprice, animation, fr L verba, pi of verbum 
word - more at word] 

'vervet .monkey Auhvit/ n a S and E African tree-dwelling monkey 
(F vervef] 

'very /ven/ adj 1 properly so called; actual, genuine {the man you 
met} 2 absolute {the - thing for the purpose) {the venest fool alive - 
John Milton) 3 being no more than, mere {the - thought temfied me} 
USE used attnbutively (ME verray, verry, fr OF verai, fr (assumed) VL 
veracus, alter, of L verac-, verax truthful, fr verus true, akin to OE wxr 
true, OHG wars trust, care, Gk era (acc) favour] 

*very adv 1 to a high degree, exceedingly 2 - used as an intensive to 
emphasize same, own, or the superlative degree {the ^ best shop in 
town} 

,vory .high 'frequency n a radio frequency in the range between 
30MHz and 300MHz 

Very light Alan, 'vean/ n a white or coloured ball of fire that is 
projected from a Very pistol and that is used as a signal flare (Edward 
W Very tl910 US naval officer] 

Very pistol n a pistol for firing Very lights 

.very 'well /ven/ adv I - used to express often reluctant consent or 
agreement <-, we‘IJ go tomorrow} 2 with certainty, unqucsti. - bly 
{you know what you should do} 

vesica Acsika/ n, pi vesicae /-.see/ an internal sac or tube of an insect 
phallus (NL. fr L, bladder - more at ventr-] 
vesical /vesikl/ adj of a bladder, esp the unnary bladder (L vesica 
bladder] 

vesicant /’vesikant/ n a drug, war gas, etc that induces blistering (L 
vesica bladder, blister] - vesicant adj 
vesicate /*vesikayl/ vb to bliste- (L vesica blister] - vesication 
/-'kaysh(a)n/ n 

vesicle Aesikl/ a la a membranous usu fluid-filled pouch (e g a cyst, 
vacuole, or cell) in a plant or animal b a blister c a pocket of embryonic 
tissue that is the beginning of an organ 2 a small cavity in a mineral or 
rock [MF vesKule, fr L vesicula small bladder, blister, fr dim. of vesica] 
- vesicular /ve'sikyoob/ adj, vesiculate /-bt, -layt/ adj, vesicularity 
/ve^Ucyoolarati/ n 


'vesper Aespa/ n 1 cap evening star 2 arc/iaic evening, eventide (ME, 
fr L, evening, evening star - more at wesi] 

’vesper adj of vespers or the evening 

vespers /vespaz/ n pi but sing or pi in constr, often cap 1 the sixth of 
the canonical hours that is said or sung in the late afternoon 2 a service 
of evening worship (F vespres, fr ML vesperae, fr L. pi of vespera evemng; 
akin to L vesper evening star] 

vespertilian /.vespa’tilyan/ adj of bats (L vespertilio bat, fr vesper] 
vespertine /vespatien/ adj 1 active or (lounshing in the evening, e g a 
of an animal feeding or flying in early evening b of a flower opening in 
the evening 2 of or occurring in the evening shadows'} - fml (L 
vespertinus, fr vesper] 

vespiary /"vcspi an/ n a nest of a social wasp (L vespa + E -lary (as m 
apiary)] 

vespine /'vcspien/ adj of or resembling wasps, esp wasps that live in 
colonies (L vespa wasp] 

vessel AesI/ n la a hollow utensil (e g a jug, cup, or bowl) for holding 
esp liquid b sby into whom some quality (c g grace) is infused 2 a large 
hollow structure designed to float on and move through water carrying 
a crew, passengers, or cargo 3a a tube or canal (c g an artery) in which 
a body fluid is contained and conveyed or circulated b a conducting tube 
in a plant (ME, fr OF vaissel, fr LL vascellum, dim of L vas vase, vessel 
- more at vase] 

'vest /vest/ vt la to give (e g property or power) into the possession or 
discretion of another b to clothe with a particular authority, right, or 
property 2 to clothe (as if) with a garment, esp to robe in ecclesiastical 
vestments ^ vi to become legally vested (ME veslen, fr MF vestir to 
clothe, invest, fr L vestire to clothe, fr vestis clothing, garment - more at 
wear] 

’vest n 1 chiefly Br a usu sleeveless undergarment for the upper body 2 
chiefly NAm a waistcoat (F veste, fr It, fr L vestis garment] - vested adj, 
vesUike adj 

'vestal Acstl/ adj 1 of a vestal virgin 2 chaste, esp virgin (ME vestalle, 
fr L vestalis, fr Vesta, Roman goddess of the hearth &. household] - 
vestally adv 

’vestal, .vestal 'virgin n a pnestess of the Roman goddess Vesta, respon- 
sible for tending the sacred fire perpetually kept burning on her altar 
.vested 'interest Aestid/ n la an interest carrying a legal nght b an 
interest (e g in an existing political or social arrangement) m which the 
holder has a strong personal commitment 2 sby or sthg having % vested 
interest in sthg; specif a group enjoying benefits from an existing pnvi- 
lege 

vestiarv /"vcsti-an, 'vestyan/ n a room where clothing is kept; a vestry 
(ME vesf fr OF, vestry - more at vestry] 
vestibule '\estibyoohl/ n 1 a lobby or chamber between the outer door 
and the intenor of a building 2 any of vanous bodily cavities, esp when 
serving as or resembling an entrance to some other cavity or space- e g 
a the central cavity of the bony labynnth of the ear b the part of the 
mouth cavity outside the teeth and gums (L vesUbulum] - vestibuled adj, 
vestibular /ve'stibyoob/ adj 

vestige /"vestij/ n la a trace or visible sign left by sthg vanished or lost 
b a minute remaining amount 2 a small or imperfectly formed body part 
or organ that remains from one more fully developed in an earlier stage 
of the indiNidual, in a past generation, or in closely related forms [F, fr 
L vestigium footstep, footpnnt, track] - veatigjal /ve'stijfyjal/ adj, vesti- 
gially adv 

vestment /'vestmant/ n 1 an outer garment, esp a robe of ceremony or 
office 2 any of the ceremonial garments and insignia worn by ecclesiasti- 
cal officiants and assistants as appropnate to their rank and to the nte 
being celebrated [ME vestement, fr OF, fr L vestimentum, fr vestire to 
clothe] - vestmental /-'menti/ adj 

.vest-'pocket adj, NAm adapted to fit into the waistcoat pocket {a 
edition of a book}-, broadly very small 

vestry /'vestn/ n la a saensty b a room used for church meetings and 
classes 2a the business meeting of an English pansh b an elective 
administrative body in an Episcopal pansh in the USA [ME vestne, prob 
modif of MF vestiane, fr ML vestianum, fr L vestire-, fr its use as a rcMng 
room for the clergy] 

vesture Aescha/ n clothing, apparel > fml (ME, fr MF, ft vestir to 
clothe - more at vest] 

Vesuvian /vi's<y)oohvi-an/ adj of or resembling the volcano Vesuvius 
[Vesuvius, volcano near Naples in Italy] 

'vet /vet/ n sby qualified and authorized to treat diseases and injuries of 
animals [short for veterinary (surgeon)] 

’vet vr -tt- 1 to subject (a person or animal) to a physical examination or 
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checkup 2 chtefly Br to subject to careful and thorough appraisal 
your application^ 

*vet adj or n, NAm (a) veteran 

v#tch /vech/ n any of a genus of climbing or twining leguminous plants 
including valuable fodder and soil-improving plants [ME vecchc, fr ONF 
veche, fr L vicia; akin to OE wicga insect, L vinare to bind, OE wir 
wirej 

vttchling Aechling/ n any of vanous small leguminous plants 
veteran Aet(3)Dn/ n 1 sby who has had long experience of an 
occupation, skill, or (military) service 2 veteran, veteran car an old 
motor car; specif one built before 1916 3 hfArn a former serviceman (L 
veteranus, fr veteranus old, of long experience, fr veter^, vetus old - more 
at wether] - veteran adj 

Veterans .Day n a day set aside in the USA and Canada in commemor- 
ation of the end of hostilities in 1918 and 194S, esp November 1 1 observed 
as a public holiday m Canada and some states of the USA - compare 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

veterinarian /,vet(d)n'ne3n an/ n, chiefly NAm 'vet 
Veterinary Aet(9)nn3n/ adj of or being the medical care of animals, esp 
domestic animals [L veterinanus of beasts of burden, fr vetennae beasts 
of burden, fr fern pi of vetennus of beasts of burden, akin to L veter-, vetus 
old] 

Veterinary, Br chiefly 'veterinary 4 Hirgeon n 'vet 
Veto /'veetoh/ n, pi vetoes 1 an authontative prohibition 2 a nght to 
declare inoperative decisions made by others; esp a power vested in a chief 
executive to prevent permanently or temporarily the enactment of 
measures passed by a legislature [L, 1 forbid, fr vetare to forbid] 

Vato vt vetoing; vetoed to subject to a veto - vetoer n 
vex /veks/ vt veied also vext la to bring distress, discomfort, or agiution 
to b to imtate or annoy by petty provocations; harass 2 to puz/le, bafHe 
[ME vexeo, fr MF vexer, fr L vexare to agitate, trouble] 
vaxation /vek‘saysh(a)n/ n a cause of trouble, an affliction [vex « 
-ation] 

vexatious /vck'sayshos/ adj 1 causing vexation; distressing 2 intended 
to haras • vexatiouaiy adv, vexatiousneas n 

.vexed 'question /vekst/ n a question that has been discussed at length, 
usu without a satisfactory solution being reached 
vexillum /vek'sibm/ a, pi vexilla /-b/ a square flag of the ancient 
Roman cavalry [L] - vexillary /-bn/ adj 
via /vie-a/ prep 1 passing through or calling at (a place) on the way 2 
through the medium of; also by means of [L, abl of vja way, akin to Gk 
hiesthai to hurry - more at vim] 

viabie Aie*abl/ adj 1 (bom alive and developed enough to be) capable 
of living 2 capable of growing or developing seeds') eggs') 3 
capable of working; practicable <'^ alternatives') [F, fr MF, fr vie life, 
fr L vita - more at vital] - viably adv, viability /-a'bibti/ n 
viaduct /'vie-a.dukt/ n a usu long bridge, esp on a series of arches, that 
cames a road, railway, canal, etc over a deep valley [L via way, road + 
E -duct (as in aqueduct)] 

vial /vie-al, viel/ n a phial [ME Hole, vtok, ft MF fiole, fr OProv fiola, 
fr L phiala - more at phial] 

via madia /,vie-a 'meedi-a/ n a middle way; a compromise [L] 
viand /Aie>and/ n 1 a (choice or tasty) item of food 2 pi provisions, food 
tASEfml [ME, fr MF viande, fr ML vivanda food, alter, of L vivenda, neut 
pi of vivendus, gerundive of vivere to live - more at quick] 
viaticum /vie'atikam/ n, pi viaticanis, viatica /-ka/ 1 an allowance (e g 
of food or travelling expenses) for a journey 2 the Chnstian Euchanst 
given to a person in danger of death [L - more at voyage] 
vibes /viebz/ a pi \ sing or pi in constr a vibraphone 2 vibrations 3 
USE inflnl [by shortening & alter.] - vibist n 
vibrant /'viebrrat/ adj la oscillating or pulsating rapidly b pulsating 
with life, vigour, or activity <a ~ personality) 2 sounding as a result of 
vibration; resonant <a voice) - vibrantly adv 
vibraphone /*viebra,fohn/ n a percussion instrument resembling the 
xylophone but having metal bars and motor-driven resonators for susUin- 
ing its sound and producing a vibrato [L vibrare f ISV -phone] - 
vibraphonift /-.fohnist/ n 

vibrate /vielirayt/ vt 1 to cause to swing or move to and fro; cause to 
osallate 2 to emit (e g sound) (as iO with a vibratory motion 3 to mark 
or measure by osallation <a pendulum vibrating seconds) 4 to set in 
vibration ^vi 1 to move to and fro; oscillate 2 to have an effect as of 
vibration; throb <music vibrating in the memory) 3 to be in a state of 
vibration; quiver [L vibratus, pp of vibrate to sluke, vibrate - more at 
wire] - ribnflveyvie'brativ/ adj, vibratory /-t(a)ri/ adj 


vibratile Aiebratiel/ adj 1 characterized by vibration 2 used in vibra- 
tory motion ithe ^ organs of insects) - vibratility /-'tibti/ n 
vibration /vie'braysh(3)n/ n la a penodic motion of the particles of an 
elastic body or medium in alternately opposite directions from a position 
of equilibnum b an oscillation or quivering 2 an instance of vibrating 3a 
a characteristic aura or spirit felt to emanate from sby or sthg and 
instinctively sensed or experienced b a distinctive usu emotional atmos- 
phere capable of being sensed - usu pi with sing, meaning - vibrational 
adj, vibrationless adj 

vibrato /vibrahtoh/ n, pi vibratos a slightly tremulou.s effect imparted 
to musical tone to add expressiveness, by slight and rapid variations in 
pitch [It. fr pp of vibrare to vibrate, fr L] 
vibrator /vie'braytd/ n a vibrating electrical apparatus used in massage, 
esp to provide sexual stimulation [vibrate ^ '-or] 
vibrissa /vie'briss/ n, pi vibrissae /-si/ any of the stiff hairs on a 
mammal’s face (e g round the nostnls) that are often organs of touch [L, 
akin to L vibrare] 

viburnum /vie'buhnam. vi-/ n a guelder rose or related shrub or tree of 
the honeysuckle family with white or pink flowers [NL, genus name, fr 
L, wayfaring tree] 

vicar /*vikd/ n 1 a Church of England incumbent receiving a stipend but 
formerly not the tithes of a parish 2 a clergyman exercising a broad 
pastoral responsibility as the representative of a prelate [ME, fr L vicarius 
substitute, deputy, fr vicanus vicanous] - vicarthip n 
vicarage /'vikanj/ n the benefice or house of a vicar 
.vicar apo'stoiic /.apa'stolik/ n, pi vicars apostolic a Roman Catholic 
titular bishop who governs a territory not organized as a diocese 
.vicar-'general n, pi vicars-general an administrative deputy of a Roman 
Catholic or Anglican bishop or of the head of a religious order 
vicarial /vic'kcan al, vi-/ adj 1 vicarious 1 2 of a vicar [L v/canus] 
vicariate /vic'kcan at, vi-/ n the office, jun.sdiction, or tenure of a vicar 
[ML vicanatus, fr L vicanus vicar] 

vicarious /vie'kean-as. vi-/ adj la serving instead of another b delegated 
authonty) 2 performed or suffered by one person as a substitute for, 
or to the benefit of, another <a ^ sacnfice) 3 experienced through 
imaginative participation in the expenence of another < ^ pleasure) [L 
vicanus, fr vtas change, alternation, stead - more at week] - vicariously 
adv, vicariousnesa n 

.Vicar of 'Christ n the Roman Catholic pope 
'vice /vies/ n la moral depravity or corruption, wickedness b a grave 
, moral fault c a habitual and usu minor fault or shortcoming 2 habitual 
abnormal behaviour in a domestic animal detrimental to its health or 
usefulness 3 sexual immorality, esp prostitution [ME, fr OF, fr L vitium 
fault, vice] 

*vlce, NAm chiefly vise /vies/ n any of vanous tools, usu attached to a 
workbench, that have 2 jaws that close for holding work by operation of 
a .screw, lever, or cam [ME vis, vice screw, fr MF vis, viz .something 
winding, fr L vitis vine - more at withy] - vicelike /'-,-/ adj 
*vic«, NAm chiefly vise vt to hold, force, or squeeze (as lO with a vice 
Vice prep in the place of, succeeding [L, abl of vicis change, alternation, 
stead - more at week] 

vice- /vies-/ prefix 1 person next in rank below or qualified to act in place 
of, deputy (^vice-president) (^v'lctroy) 2 office next in rank below 
(vice-admiralty) [ME vis-, vice-, fr MF, fr LL vice-, fr L vice, abl of 
vicis] ^ 

vice admiral n Cj" rank [MF visamiral, fr vis- vice- -v amiraJ 
admiral] 

,vice-'chancellor n an officer ranking next below a chancellor, esp the 
administrative head of a Bntish university [ME vichauncellor, fr MF 
vischancelier, fr vis- + chancelier chancellor] 
vicennial /vi'senyal, -ni-al/ adj occumng once every 20 years [LL 
> vicennium period of 20 years, fr L vicies 20 times + annus year; akin to 
L viginti twenty - more at vigesimal, annual] 
viceregal /.vies'reegl/ adj of a viceroy - vice^^ly adv 
vicereine /'vies.rayn/ n 1 the wife of a viceroy 2 a woman viceroy [F, 
fr vice- + reine queen, fr L regma, fern of rtg-, rex king ~ more at 
royal] 

viceroy /'viesroy/ n the governor of a country or province who rules as 
the repres«*ntative of his sovereign [MF vice-roi, fr vice- -v roi king, fr L 
reg-, rex] - viceroyalty /vies'royalti/ n, viceroysbip /'viesroyship/ n 
Vice equad n sing or pi in constr a police department enforcing laws 
concerning gambling, pornography, and prostitution 
vice versa /.viesi 'vuhsa, .viesa, ,vies/ adv with the order changed and 
relations reversed; conversely (Ann hates Jane and ^ ) [L] 
vichyeaoise /.vishi'swahz/ n a thick soup made of pure^ leeks and 
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potatoes, cream, and chicken stock and usu served cold [F. fr fern of 
vichyssois of Vichy, fr Vichy, town m France] 

Vichy water Accshi/ n a natural sparkling mineral water from Vichy 
m France 

vicinage /'vismij/ n vicinity [ME vesinage, fr MF. fr vesin ncighbounng. 
fr L vicinus] 

vicinal Aisinl/ 1 of a limited distnct, local 2 adjacent, neighbounng 
USE fml [L vicmahs, fr vicinus neighbour, fr vicinus neighbounng] 
vicinity /vi'sinati/ n 1 a surrounding area or district 2 neighbourhood 
3b 3 bang near; proximity - fml [MF vicinitc, fr L vicinitat-. vicinitas, 
fr vicinus ncighbounng, fr vicus row of houses, village, akin to Goth weihs 
village, Gk oikos, oikia house] 

vicious /'vishas/ adj 1 having the nature or quality of vice, depraved < ^ 
habits') 2 esp of language or reasoning defective, faulty 3a dangerous, 
refractory <a - horse) b unpleasantly fierce, malignant, or severe <a 
form of flu) 4 malicious, spiteful <~ gossip) 5 worsened by internal 
causes that reciprocally augment each other <a ~ wage-pnee spiral) 
[ME, fr MF vicieus, fr L vitiosus full of faults, corrupt, fr vitium blemish, 
vice] - viciously adv, viciousness n 

.vicious 'circie n 1 a chain of events in which the apparent solution of 

1 difficulty creates a new problem that makes the onginal difficulty worse 

2 the logical fallacy of using 1 argument or definition to prove or define 
a second on which the first depends 

vicissitude /vi'sisityoohd/ n 1 a change or alteration (e g m nature or 
human affairs) 2 an accident of fortune - usu pi (the of daily life) 

3 the quality of being changeable; mutability - fml [MF. fr I. vicissitudo, 
fr vicissim in turn, fr vicis change, alternation - more at week] - 
vicissitudinous /-'tyoohdinas/ adj 

victim /viktim/ n 1 a living animal offered as a sacrifice in a religious 
nte 2 sby oi sihg mat is adversely affected by a force or agent e g a one 
who or that which is injured, destroyed, or subjected to oppression or 
mistreatment (a — of cancer) (a of the car crash) (a ^ of frequent 
political attacks) b a dupe, prey [L victima, akin to OHG wih holy, Skt 
vinakti he sets apart] 

victim ize, -ise /'viktimier/ vt 1 to make a victim of 2 to punish 
selectively (eg by unfair dismissal) - victimizer n. victimivation 
/-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

victor /'vikta/ n a person, country, etc that defeats an enemy or opponent, 
a winner |ME, fr L, fr victus, pp of vincere to conquer, win, akin to OE 
Wigan to fight, OSlav vekii strength] - victor adj 
Victor - a communications code word for the letter v 
victoria /vik'tawn a/ n 1 a low 4-wheeled carnage for 2 with a folding 
hood 2 any of a genus of S Amencan water lilies with large spreading 
leaves and immense bnght white flowen 3 a large red sweet type of plum 
[Victoria tlWI Queen of England] 

Vic.toria 'Crocs n a bronze Maltese cross that is the highest Bntish 
military decoration [Queen Victoria] 

'Victorian /vik'tawn-an/ adj 1 (characteristic) of the reign of Queen 
Victona or the art, letters, or taste of her time 2 typical of the moral 
standards or conduct of the age of Queen Victona, esp in bang prudish 
or hypocritical 3 of a place called Victona (e g the Stale in Australia or 
the capital of British Columbia) 

‘Victorian n sby living dunng Queen Victoria’s reign 
Victoria na /vik.tawn’ahna/ n articles, esp ornaments, from the Vic- 
tonan penod [NL, neut pi of Victonanus Vicionan] 
victorious /vik'tawn as/ adj la having won a victory b (charactenstic) 
of victory 2 successful, inumphant - victoriously adv, victorious- 

/ victory Aikt(a)n/ n 1 the overcoming of an enemy or antagonist 
was ours) 2 achievement of mastery or success in a struggle or ei i'-ivour 
[ME, fr MF victorie, fr L victona, fr fern of (assumed) L victonus of 
winning or conquest, fr L victus, pp of vincere] 

'victual /*vitl/ n 1 food usable by human beings 2 pi supplies of food, 
provisions [alter, of ME vitaille, fr MF, fr LL victualia, pi, provisions, 
victuals, fr neut pi of victualis of nounshment, fr L victus nounshment, 
fr victus, pp of vivere to live - more at quick] 

‘victual vb -II- (NAm -I-, -U-). /’vitl-ing/ vb to supply with or lay in 
food 

victualler, NAm also victualer Aiil-a/ n 1 publican 2 2 sby who or 
sthg that provisions an army, a navy, or a ship with food 3 a provisioning 
ship 

vicuAa, vicuna /viTtyoohna/ n 1 (the wool from the fine undercoat oO 
a wild ruminant mammal of the Andes related to the domesticated llama 
and alpaca 2 a fabric made of vicuna wool; also a sheep’s wool imitation 
of this [Sp vicuna, fr Quechua wikuiia] 


vide /’vicdi/ vb imper see - used to direct a reader to another item [L, 
fr videre to sec - more at wit] 

videlicet /vi'deli.set/ adv that is to say; namely - used to introduce 1 or 
more examples [ME, fr L, fr videre to see 4^ licet it is permitted, fr licerc 
to be permitted - more at licence] 

'video /'vidioh/ adj 1 of television, specif of reproduction of a television 
image or used in its transmission or reception (a ^ signal) - compare 
AUDIO 2 of a form of magnetic recording for reproduction on a television 
screen [L videre to see E -o (as in audio)] 

‘video n 1 video, 'videore.corder, .videocas'sette re,corder a machine for 
videotaping television 2 chiefly NAm television 

'video.disc /-disk/ n a disc, similar to a gramophone record, on which 
information is stored in digital form and is used to play back prerecorded 
rideo matenal on a television screen, as a computer memory unit, etc 

TEl E VISION, VIDEO 

videotape /'vidioh.tayp/ v^to make a recording of (eg sthg that is 
televised) on magnetic tape video [video tape] - videotape n 
vie /vie/ VI vying; vied to strive for superionty, contend <~d with each 
other for the prize) [modif of MF envier to invite, challenge, wager, fr 
L invitare to invite] - vier n 

Vietcong /.vec ct'kong/ n, pi Vietcong an adherent of the Vietnamese 
communist movement supported by N Vianam and engaged in warfare 
against the S Vietnamese regime dunng the Vietnam War [Vietnamese 
Viet Nam cong-san Vietnam communists] 

Vietnamese /.vce itnymeez/ u, pi Vietnamese (the. official Aus- 
troasiatic language of) a native or inhabitant of Vietnam language 
[Vietnam, country in SE Asia] - Vietnamese adj 
vieux jeu /.vyuh 'zhuh/ adj out-of date, old hat [F, lit , old game] 
'view /vyooh/ n 1 the act of seeing or examining; inspection, also a survey 
(a ^ of English literature) 2 a way of regarding sthg. an opinion <m my 
^ the con ference has no chance of success) 3 a scene, prospect (the 
lovely — from the balcony), also an aspect (the rear — of the house) 4 
extent or range of vision, sight (tned to keep the ship in '*■>) 5 an 
intention, object (bought a gun with a ^ to murdenng his mother) 6 the 
foreseeable future (no hope in ^) 7 a pictonal representation [ME vewe, 
fr MF veue, vue, fr OF, fr vear, voir to sec, fr L videre - more at wit] 

- in view of 1 taking the specified feature into consideration <in view of 
his age, the police have decided not to prosecute) 2 able to be seen by 
or from <in full view of interested spectators) - on view open to public 
inspection 

‘view vt la to see, watch b to look on in a specified way; regard (doesn't 

- himself as a rebel) 2 to look at attentively, inspect <-^cd f/»e house 
but decided not to buy it) 3 to survey or examine mentally; consider < 
all side^ f a question) 4 to .see (a hunted animal) break cover ~ vi to 
watch uV.ision - viewable adj 

viewdata /'vyooh,dahta, -,dayu/ n information held in a computer and 
accessible to users via a television set telf^mmunication, tele- 
vision 

viewer /'vyooh-a/ n 1 an optical device used in viewing 2 sby who 
watches television [’view ^ *-er] 

viewfinder /'vyooh.fienda/ n a device on a camera for showing what will 
be included in the picture camera 

.view hal'loo /ha'looh/ n, pi view hallooa a shout given by a hunter on 
seang a fox break cover 

'viewless /-lis/ adj 1 affording no view 2 holding no opinions - 
viewlessly adv 

'view phone /-.fohn/ n a telephone allowing its user to see the person 
with whom he/she is in contact on a small screen telecommunica- 
tion 

'view, point /-.poynt/ n a standpoint; point of view 
vigesimal /vie'jesimal/ adj based on the number 20 [L vuxsimus, 
vigesimus twentieth; akin to L viginti twenty, Gk akosi] 
vigil Aijil/ A la a devotional watch formerly kept on the night before 
a religious festival b the day before a religious festival, observed at a day 
of spmtual preparation 2 the act of keeping awake at times when sleep 
IS customary; also a penod of wakefulness 3 an act or penod of watching 
or surveillance; a watch [ME vigtie, fr OF, fr LL Sl L; LL ^igUia watch 
on the eve of a feast, fr L. wakefulness, watch, fr vigil awake, watchful; 
akin to L vigere to be vigorous, vegere to be active, rouse > more at 
wake] 

'vigilance com.mittee Aijibns/ n sing or pi in constr, NAm an 
unauthorized self-appointed committee of citizens organized to suppress 
and punish crime or immorality without recourse to the established legal 
processes (e g when the processes of law appear inadequate) 
vigilant /'vijibnt/ adj alert and watchful, esp to avoid danger (ME, fr 
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supply guide roller 


take up guide roller 



rr^icrophone 


viewfinder 



Videotape 

In a domestic videocassette recorder 
the helical scanning system is used to 
lay down video tracks on the tape 
Tape IS passed around the rapidly 
rotating head drum and video heads 
on the drum lay down sloping tracks 



tape movement 

video track 
0 049 mm 

(dimensions of the VHS format) 


cassette compartment 


control track 
I 0 75 mm 

10 6 mm 

direction of 
^ head rotation 

audio track 
1 mm 


Video movie camera 

At present it is possible to record your 
own videocassettes using a video 
camera and a portable battery 
powered recorder Soon there will be a 
miniature videocassette recorder and 
camera combined in one unit as 
shown above The light sensitive chip 
replaces a TV pick up tube 


tuning controls compartment 



timer controls compartment 


digital clock/timer 


pause/stUI button 

Videocassette recorder 

Domestic video recorders use the 
helical scan system of recording 
shown above There are three principal 
formats - Betamax, VHS 
and V2000 Each of these is 
incompatible with any other Video 
recorders can be used either to record 
television programmes or to play back 
commercially prerecorded cassettes 
(feature films or home education) 


telecommunication television 
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MF, fr L vigilant-, vigUans, fr prp of vigiJare to keep watch, stay awake, 
fr vigil awake] - Yigilancc /-bns/ n, vigilantly adv 
vigilante /.viji'lanti/ n, NAm a member of a vigilance committee [Sp, 
watchman, guard, fr vigilante vigilant, fr L vigilant-, vigilans] 

Vigil .light n a candle lighted devotionally (e g in a Roman Catholic 
church) before a shnne or image 

vignette /vi'nyet. vee-/ /i 1 a decorative design (eg of vine leaves, 
tendnls, and grapes) on a title page or at the beginning or end of a chapter 
2 a picture (e g an engraving or photograph) that shades off gradually into 
the surrounding background ia a short dcscnptive literary sketch b a 
bnef incident or scene (e g in a play or film) [F, fr MF vignete, fr dim. 
of vigne vine - more at vinf] - vignettisl n 

vigorous Aigaras/ adj 1 possessing or showing vigour; full of active 
strength 2 done with vigour, earned out forcefully and energetically 
exercisesy [ME, fr MF, fr OF, fr vigor] - vigorously adv, vigorous- 

neu n 

vigour, NAm vigor /'viga/ n 1 active physical or mental strength or force 
2 active healthy well-balanced growth, esp of plants 3 intensity of action 
or effect; force [ME, fr MF vigor, fr L, fr vigere to flounsh] 

Viking Aieking^ n 1 a Norse trader and warnor of the 8 th to 10th c 2 
a Scandinavian [ON vikingr] 

Viie /viel/ adj la morally despicable or abhorrent b physically repulsive, 
foul 2 tending to degrade emptoymentsy 3 disgustingly or utterly 
bad; contemptible <ii} a ^ tempery (ME, base, common, worthless, fr OF 
vil, fr L vilis of small worth] - vilely adv, viieness n 
vilify /vilifie/ vt to utter slanderous and abusive statements against, 
defame [ME vUifien to make less valuable, fr LL vilificare, fr L vilis ^ 
facere to make, do] - vilifler n 

villa /'vib/ /I 1 a country mansion 2 an ancient Roman mansion and the 
surrounding agncultural estate 2 Br a detached or semidetached sub- 
urban house, usu having a garden and built before WW I [It, fr L, akin 
to L vicus row of houses - more at vicinity] 

village /'vilij/ n 1 a group of dwellings in the country, larger than a 
hamlet and smaller than a town 2 sing or pi in constr the residents of a 
village 3 sthg (e g a group of burrows or nests) suggesting a village [ME, 
fr MF, OF, fr ville farm, village, fr L villa country estate] 
villager Ailija/ n 1 an inhabitant of a village 2 a rustic 
villain /’vibn/ n 1 a scoundrel, rascal; also a cnminal 2 a character in 
a story or play whose evil actions affect the plot [ME vilain, vtlein, fr MF, 
peasant, churl, fr ML villanus, fr L villa country estate] 
villainoue /'vibnas/ adj 1 being, befitting, or characteristic of a villain, 
evil<a ^ attacky 2 highly objectionable weathery - villainously adv. 
villainottsness n 

villainy Aibni/ n 1 villainous conduct; also a villainous act 2 
depravity 

villanelle /.vib'nel/ n (a poem in) a chiefly French verse form consisting 
of S tercets and a quatrain using 2 rhymes [F, fr It villanella, fr villano 
peasant, fr ML villanus] 

•ville /-,vil/ suffix {adj, n -* n) place or thing of (such) a nature 
<dii// 5 ville> - infml [-ville, suffix occurnng in names of towns, fr F, fr OF, 
fr ville village] 

villein /'vibn/ n 1 a free village peasant 2 an unfree peasant standing 
as the slave of his feudal lord [ME vilain, vilein - more at villain] 
villeinage, villennge Aibnij/ n the tenure or status of a villein [ME 
vilenage, fr MF, fr OF. fr vilein, vilain] 
villous Allas/ adj having villi or soft long hairs leavesy - villously 
adv 

villus /Vilas/ n, pi villi /'vilie/ a small slender part: e g a any of the many 
minute projections from the membrane of the small intestine that provide 
a large area for the absorption of digested food b any of the branching 
parts on the surface of the chonon of the developing embryo of most 
mammals that help to form the placenta [NL, fr L, tuft of shaggy hair 
- more at velvet] 

vim /vim/ n robust energy and enthusiasm - infml [L, accus of vis 
strength; akin to Gk is strength, htestbai to hurry. OE with pursuit] 
vinsetous /vie'nayshas/ adj of the colour wine [L vinaceus of wine, fr 
vinam wine > more at wine] 

vinaigrette /.vina'gret/ ji 1 a small ornamental box or bottle with a 
perforated top used for holding an aromatic preparation (e g smelling 
salts) 2 (a dish made with) a sharp sauce of oil and vinegar flavoured with 
salt, pepper, mustard, herbs, etc and used esp on green salads [F. fr 
vinaigre vinegar] 

vincible /vinsabi/ adj capable of being overcome or subdued [L vincibi- 
lis, fr vincere to conquer > more at victor] - vincibleneaa n, vincibility 
/-•bibti/ n 


vinculum /*vingkyoobm/ n pi vinculums, vincula /-b/ a straight hori- 
zontal mark placed over 2 or more members of a compound matl^ematical 
expression and equivalent to brackets round them (e g in a- b c=a-[b- 
c]) [L, bond, fr vincire to bind - more at vetch] 
vindaloo /.vmda'looh/ n a hot curry, specif containing vinegar [ongin 
unknown] 

vindicable /vindikabl/ adj capable of being vindicated - vlndlcability 
/-'bibti/ n 

vindicate /'vindikayt/ vt la to exonerate, absolve b to provide justifica- 
tion for, justify 2 to maintain the existence of, uphold his honoury 
[L vindicatus, pp of vindicare to lay claim to. avenge, fr vindic-, vindex 
claimant, avenger] - vindicator n 

vindication /.vindi'kaysh(3)n/ n justification against denial or censure, 
defence [vindicate ^ -ion] 

vindicatory /vmdi.kaytan. -k3t(d)n/ adj 1 providing vindication, justi- 
ficatory 2 punitive, retributive 

vindictive /vm'diktiv/ adj la disposed to seek revenge, vengeful b 
intended as revenge punishmentsy 2 intended to cause anguish, 
spiteful [L vindicta revenge, vindication, fr vindicare] - vindictively adv, 
vindictiveness n 

vine /vieti/ n 1 the climbing plant that bears grapes 2 (a plant with) a 
stem that requires support and that climbs by tendnls or twining [ME, 
fr OF vigne, fr L vmea vine, vineyard, fr fern of vineus of wine, fr vinum 
wine - more at wine] - viny adj 

'vine.dreaser /-.dresa/ n sby who cultivates and prunes grapevines, esp 
as an oc'rupation 

vinegar /'vmiga/ n a sour liquid obtained esp by acetic fermentation of 
wine, cider, etc and used as a condiment or preservative [ME vinegre, fr 
OF vinaigre, fr vm wine (fr L vinum) + aigre keen, sour - more at 
eager] 

vinegarish /'vmigansh/ adj vinegary 2 

vinegary /'vinig(a)n/ adj 1 containing or resembling vinegar, sour 2 
bitter or irascible in character or manner 
vinery /'vienan/ n an area or building in which vines are grown 
vineyard /'vinyahd, -ydd/ n a plantation of grapevines 
vingt-et-un /.vani ay 'uhn (Fr vit e «)/ n pontoon [F, lit , 
twenty-one] 

viniculture /'vini.kulch 9 / n viticulture [I xinum 4 ISV t cut- 
ture] 

vinification /,vinifi'kaysh(a)n/ n the conversion of a sugar-containing 
solution (e g a fruit juice) into wine by fermentation [F, fr v/n wine i 
+ -fJcation] 

vino Aeenoh/ n wine - infml [It &. Sp, fr L vinum] 
vin ordinaire /van awdi'nea/ n table wine that is undistinguished and 
sufficiently inexpensive for everyday dnnking (F, ordinary wine] 
vinous /'vienas/ adj 1 of or made with wine medications') 2 
(showing the effects of being) addicted to wine [L vinosus, fr vinum wine] 
- vinously adv, vinosity /vie'nosati/ n 
^vintage Aintij/ n ltd) a season’s yield of grapes or wine from a 
vineyard (2) wine, specif one of a particular type, region, and year and 
usu of supenor quality that is dated and allowed to mature b sing or pi 
in constr a collection of contemporaneous and similar people or things, 
a crop 2 the act or time of harvesting grapes or making wine 3 a period 
of ongin or manufacture <« piano of 1845 — > [ME, alter, of vendage, 
fr MF vendenge, fr L vindemia, fr vinum wine, grapes v demere to take 
off, fr de- i emere to take * more at wine, rej>eem] 

’vintage adj 1 of a vintage, esp being a product of 1 particular year rather 
than a blend of wines from different years 2 of endunng interest or 
quality; classic 3 of the best and most charactenstic - with a proper noun 
<->- Shaw- a wise and winning comedy - Timey 4 Br, of a motor vehicle 
built between 1917 and 1930 <a Rollsy 

vintager /'vintija/ n sby concerned with the jttoduction of grapes and 
'wine 

vintner /"vintna/ n wine merchant [ME vineier, fr OF vinetier, fr ML 
vinetanus, fr L vinetum vineyard, fr vinum wilie] 
vinyl /vienl/ n (a plastic that is a polymer of a denvative oO a univalent 
radical CHi=CH denved from ethylene by removal of 1 hydrogen atom 
(ISV, fr L vinum wine] - vinylic /-'nilik/ adj 

viol /'vie-al/ n any of a family of bowed stnnged instruments chiefly of 
the 16th arid 17th c with usu 6 strings and a fretted fingerboard, played 
resting on or between the player's knees [MF viole viol, viola, fr OProv 
viola viol] 

'viola /vi'ohb/ n a musical instrument of the violin family that is 
intermediate in size and range between the violin and cello and is tuned 
a 5th below the violin [It & Sp, viol, viola, fr OProv, viol] - violist n 
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'viola /'vieob, vie'ohb/ n vioi.Er 1; esp any of vanous cultivated violets 
with (vanegated) flowers resembling but smaller than those of 
pansies [L] 

violaceous /.vie-a'layshas/ adj of the colour violet [L vioJaceus, fr viola 
violet] - violaceously adv 

viola da braccio /vi,ohb da 'brachioh/ n, p/ viole da braccio /vi.ohlay/ 
a member of the early violin family, esp a viola [It, arm viol] 
vi.ola da 'gamba /'gamba/ n, pi riole da gamba a bass member of the 
viol family having a range like that of the cello [It, leg viol] 
vi.ola dd'more /da'mawri/ n, pi viole d’amore a bowed stnnged instru- 
ment which IS related to the viol family but has no frets and is played 
under the chin [It, viol of love] 

violate /'vie alayt/ v7 1 to fail to comply with, infnnge <- the law) 2 
to do harm to; specif to rape 3 to fail to respect, desecrate a shnne^ 
4 to interrupt, disturb your pnvacy)- [ME violaten, fr L violatus, pp 
of violarr, akin to L vis strength - more at vim] - violator n, violable 
/'vie abbl/ adj, violative /-liv/ adj, violation /-'laysh( 3 )n/ n 
violence /'vie abns/ n 1 (an instance oO exertion of physical force so as 
to injure or abuse 2 unjust or unwarranted distortion, outrage (did ^ to 
her feelings} 3a intense or turbulent action or force (the of the stomi} 
b (an instance oO vehement feeling or expression, fervour 4 distortion or 
misinterpretation of meaning (editor did ^ to the text} 
violent /‘vie abnt/ adj 1 marked by extreme force or sudden intense 
activity (a ^ attack} 2a notably funous or vehement (a - denunch 
ation}, also excited or mentally disordered to the point of loss of 
self-control (the patient became and had to be restrained} b extreme, 
intense <'^ pain) 3 caused by force, not natural (a ^ death} [ME, fr 
MF, fr L violentus, akin to L violare to violate] - violently adv 
violet /'vie-abt/ n 1 any of a genus of plants with often sweet-scented 
flowers, usu of all 1 colour, c'sp as distinguished from the usu 
larger-flowered violas and pansies 2 bluish purple [ME, fr MF violete, 
dim of viole violet, fr L viola] 

violin /.VIC a'lin/ n a bowed stnnged instrument having a fingerboard with 
no frets, 4 stnngs, and a usual range from G below middle C upwards for 
more than 4V6 CKtaves [It violino, dim of viola] - violinist n 
violoncello /, VIC aKui'chcloh/ n a cello (It, dim o( violone, aug of lola] 
~ violoncellist n 

VIP /j,p/ VIPs a person of great influence or prestige (a - lounge} [very 
/mportanl person] 

viper /'viepa/ n la (any of vanous Old World snakes related to) the adder 
b PIT viPLR 2 a malignant or treacherous person [MF vipere, fr L 
vipera] 

viperish /’vicpansh/ adj spitefully abusive, venomous 

viperous /'vicp(a)r9s/ adj 1 viperous, viperine of or like a viper. 

venomous 2 vipcnsh - vipcrously adv 
.viper's 'bugloss n a coarse bnstly Old World plant of the borage family 
with showy blue tubular flowers 

virago /vi'rahgoh/ n, pi viragoes, viragos 1 a loud overbeanng woman, 
a termagant 2 archaic a woman of great stature, strength, and courage 
[L viragim, virago, fr vir man - more at virilp] ^ viraginous /vi'rajinas/ 
adj 

vireo /vinoh/ n. pi vireos any of vanous small insect-eating Amencan 
birds [L, a small bird, fr virere to be green] 

virescence /vi'res(3)ns/ n the state of becoming green, esp of plant 
organs (e g petals) that are not normally green [virescent fr L virescent-, 
virescens, prp of virescere to become green, incho of wrerc] - virescent 
adj 

Virgin /'vuhjin/ n 1 an unmarned girl or woman 2 often cap (a statue 
or picture of) the Virgin Mary 3 a person, esp a girl, who has not had 
sexual intercourse 4 a female animal that has never copulated i*.'E, fr 
OF virgine, fr L virgin-, virgo young woman, virgin] - virginity 
/va'jmati/ n 

'virgin adj 1 free of impunty or stain, unsullied 2 being a virgin 3 
characteristic of or befitting a virgin; modest 4 untouched, uncxploited, 
specif not altered by human activity (a forest} 5 of metal produced 
directly from ore; not scrap 

Virginal /'vuhjini/ adj 1 (charactenstic) of a virgin or virginity; esp pure, 
chaste 2 fresh, untouched, uncori apted ~ virginnlly adv 
'virginal n a small rectangular harpsichord popular in the 16th and 17th 
c - often pi with sing, meaning [prob fr L virgmahs of a virgin, fr virgin-, 
virgo] 

.virgin 'birth n 1 birth from a virgin 2 often cap VAB the doctrine that 
Jesus was bom of a virgin mother 

Virginia /va'jinya, -ni a/ n a usu mild-flavoured flue-cured tobacco 


grown ong in N Amenca and used esp in cigarettes [Virginia, state of the 
USA] 

Virginia 'creeper n a climbing plant of the grape family with reddish 
leaves composed of S leaflets and bluish black bemes 
Virginia 'reel n an Amencan country dance 
Virginia 'stock n an annual plant of the mustard family with small 
pink, white, red, or lilac flowers 
.Virgin 'Mary /'meon/ n the mother of Jesus 
virgin wool n new wool not yet processed 

Virgo /'vuhgoh/ n (sby bom under) the 6th sign of the zodiac in astrology, 
which IS pictured as a woman holding an ear of com symbol [L, 
lit , virgin] - Virgoan . •'-/ adj or n 
virgo Intacta /, vuhgoh m'takta/ a a virgin human female with an 
unbroken hymen [L, untouched virgin] 
viridescent /,vin'des(a)nt/ adj slightly green [L vindis green - more at 
vfrdant] 

viridlan /vi'ndi-an/ n (a chrome oxide pigment having) a strong bluish 
green colour [L vmdis] 

virile /vinel/ adj 1 having the nature, properties, or qualities (often 
thought of as typical) of a man, specif capable of functioning as a male 
in copulation 2 vigorous, forceful 3 charactenstic of or assoaated with 
adult males, masculine [MF or L; MF vinl, fr L vinlis, fr vir man, male; 
akin to OE A OHG wer man, Skt vira] 
virilism /'vin,liz(3)m/ n the abnormal appearance of male secondary sex 
characters a precociously in the male b in the female 
virility /va'nbti/ n 1 power to procreate 2 manly vigour, masculinity 

[VIRILF + -ity] 

virology /vie a'robji/ n a branch of science that deals with viruses [NL 
virus + ISV -logy] - vlrologic /-ra'lojik/, virological adj, vlrologlcally adv, 
virologist A'robjist/ n 

virtual /vahchoodl/ adj 1 that is such in essence or effect though not 
formally recognized or admitted (a ^ dictator} 2 formed by the apparent 
convergence of light rays (a image} - compare real 2d [ME, 
possessed of certain physical virtues, fr ML virtualis, fr L virtus strength, 
virtue] 

virtually /’vuhchali, -choooli/ adv almost entirely, for all practical 
purposes 

virtue /'vuhtyooh, -chooh/ n la conformity to a. standard of nght, 
morality b a particular moral excellence (truthfulness is a ^} 2 a 
beneficial or commendable quality (has the of being easily assembled) 

3 a capacity to act, potency 4 chastity, esp in a woman [ME virtu, fr OF, 
fr L virtut-. virtus strength, manliness, virtue, fr vir man - more at virile] 

- virtupless adj - by virtue of 1 through the force of, having as a nght 
2 as a itsidt of, because of 

virtuosit f ^vuhtyooh'osati/ n great technical skill, esp in the practice of 
a fine art 

Virtuoso /.vuhtyooh'ohsoh, -zoh/ n, pi virtuosos, virtuosi /-si, -zi/ 1 one 
skillr i in or having a taste for the fine arts 2 one who excels in the 
technique of an art, esp in musical performance [It. fr virtuoso, adj, 
virtuous, skilled, fr LI virtuosus virtuous, fr L vi/tus] ~ virtuosic /-'ohzik, 
-’ohsik/ adj 

'virtuoso adj (charactenstic) of a virtuoso, having the manner or style of 
a virtuoso 

virtuous /'vuhehoo-as/ adj 1 having or exhibiting virtue, esp morally 
excellent; nghteous 2 chaste - virtuously adv, virtnousscss n 
virulence /^viryoobns, -n-/, vimlency /-si/ n 1 extreme bitterness or 
malignity of temper; rancour 2 malignancy, venomousness 3 the relative 
capacity of a pathogen to overcome body defences 
virulent Airyo^ibnt, -ro-/ adj la of a disease severe and developing 
rapidly b able to overcome bodily defensive mechanisms (a ^ strain of 
bacterium} 2 extremely poisonous or venomous 3 full of malice; malig- 
nant 4 objectionably harsh or strong (a ^ purple} [ME, fr L *irutentus, 
fr virus poison] - virulently adv 

virus /'vie-aras/ n la the causative agent of any infectious disease - not 
now used technically b (a disease caused by) any of a large group of 
submicroscopic often disease-causing agents that typically consist of a 
protein coat surrounding an RNA or DNA core and that multiply only 
in living cells 2 sthg that poisons the mind or soul (the of racism} 
(NL, fr L, slimy liquid, poison, stench; akin to OE wase marsh, Gk ios 
poison, Skt Yi>a] - viral adj, vlricldc /'vie*ara,aied/ n, viricidal /-'siedl/ 
adj, viiiddally adv 

Visa /'veto/ n an endorsement made on a passport by the proper 
authorities (e g of a country at entrance or exit) denoting that the bearer 
may proceed [F, fr L, neut pi of visus, pp] 

'visa vt vlaaing; visaed to provide (a passport) with a visa 
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Vitage /Vizij/ n 1 a face, countenance 2 an aspect, appearance (£nmy 
^ of M mining towny USE fml or poetic [ME, fr OF, fr vis face, fr L visus 
sight, fr VISUS, pp of videre to see - more at wir] ^ ?isaged udj 
via>^-vis /,vee zah 'vee/ prep 1 face to face with, opposite 2 in relation 
to [F, lit., face to face] 

viacacha /vis'kacba/, vizcacha /viz-/ n any of several S Amencan 
burrowing rodents related to the chinchilla [Sp vizcacha, fr Quechiia 
wiskicha] 

viscera /'visara/ n pi the internal body organs collectively 
visceral /'visaral/ adj 1 deeply or intensely felt < sensationy 2 of or 
located on or among the viscera 3 instinctive, unreasoning <a convic- 
tiony - fml - viscerally adv 

viscid /"visid/ adj la adhesive, sticky b glutinous, viscous 2 covered 
with a sticky layer /eaves) [LL viscidus, fr L viscum birdlime - more 
at viscous] ' viscidly adv, viscidity /vi'sidati/ n 
viscometer /vis'komita/ n an instrument for measunng viscosity [vis- 
cosity -merer] - viscometry /-tri/ n, viacometric /.viska'metnk/ adj 
viscose /'viskohs, -kohz/ n 1 a viscous solution made by treating 
cellulose with caustic alkali solution and carbon disulphide and used in 
making rayon and cellulose films 2 viscose rayon [obs viscose, adj 
(viscous)] - viscose adj 

viscosimeter /.viskoh'simita/ n a viscometer [ISV viscosity + -merer] 

- viacosimetric /,vis,kosi'metnk/ adj 

viscosity /vis'kosati/ n 1 being viscous 2 (a measure of the force needed 
to overcome) the property of a liquid, gas, or semifluid that enables it to 
offer resistance to flow 

viscount /'viekownt/ n a member of the peerage in Britain ranking below 
an earl and above a baron [ME viscounte, fr MF viscomte, fr ML 
vicecomit-, vicecomes, fr LL vice- ♦ comir-, comes count - more at 
‘count] - viicountcy /-si/ n, viacounty /-ti/ n 
viscountess /.viekown'tes, 'viekowntis/ n 1 the wife or widow of a 
viscount 2 a woman having the rank of a viscount 
viscous Aiskas/ adj 1 viscid 2 having or charactenzed by (high) 
viscosity flowy [ME viscouse, fr LL vtscosus full of birdlime, viscous, 
fr L \iscum mistletoe, birdlime, akin to OHG wihsila cherry, Gk ixos 
mistl> toe] - viscously adv, viscousness a 

viscus Aiskas/ n, pi viscera Aisara/ the heart, liver, intestines, or other 
internal body organ located esp in the great cavity of the trunk [L (pi 
viscera)] 

vise /vies/ vt or n, chiefly NAm (to hold with) a mechanical vice 
Vishnu Aishnooh/ n the preserver god of the Hindu sacred tnad - 
compare brahma, siva [Skt Vi^nu] 

visibility /.viza'bilati/ n 1 being visible 2 the clearness of the atmosphere 
as revealed by the greatest distance at which prominent objects can be 
identified visually with the naked eye 

visible /'vizabl/ adj 1 capable of being seen (^stars ~ to the naked 
eyey < lighty 2a exposed to view <//ie honzony b in the public eye, 
promment <a panel of highly peopley 3 capable of being perceived, 
noticeable Oier ^ impatiencey 4 tangibly or implicitly present 5 of or 
being trade in goods rather than services exports) - compare 
INVISIBLE [ME, fr MF or L; MF, fr L visibilis, fr visus, pp] - viaibleness 
n, visibly adv 

.visible ho'rizon n horizon la 

Visigoth /"vizi, goth/ n a member of the western division of the Goths 
[LL Visigothi, pi] - Viaigpthic /-'gothik/ adj 
vision /'vizhfain/ n la sthg (revelatory) seen in a dream, trance, or 
ecstasy b a mental image of sthg immatenal (had ^ s of missing the trainy 
2a the power of imagination; also the manner of perceiving mental images 
(an artist’s ^ ) b discernment, foresight <a man of ^y c a supenSitural 
apparition 3a the act or power of seeing, sight 3a b the sense by which 
the qualities of an object (e g colour, luminosity, shape, and size) con- 
stituting Its appearance are percaved and which acts through the eye 4a 
sthg seen b a lovely or charming sight [ME, fr OF, fr L vision-, visio, 
fr visus, pp of videre to see - more at wit] - viaional adj, viaionally adv, 
viiioiileaa adj 

Visionary Aizh(a)nri. -an/ la able or likely to see visions b disposed 
to daydreaming or imagining; dreamy 2a of the nature of a vision; illusory 
b impracticable, utopian <a scheme) 3 of or characterized by visions 
or the power of vision - vlaionarinesi n 
Visionary n 1 one who sees visions; a seer 2 one whose ideas or projects 
are impractical; a dreamer 

Visit Aizit/ vt la archaic, of God to comfort us with Thy salvation 

- Charles Wesley) b to afflict <a city frequently ^ed by the plaguey c 
to inffict punishment for ed the sins of the fathers upon the childreny 
2a to pay a call on for reasons of kindness, friendship, ceremony, or 


business mg the sicky b to reside with temporanly as a guest c to go 
or come to look at or stay at (e g for business or sightseeing) d to go or 
come officially to inspect or oversee <a bishop ^ mg the panshy vi to 
make a visit or visits [ME visiten, fr OF visiter, fr L visitare, freq of visere 
to go to see, fr vidm to see] - visitable adj 
Visit n la an act of visiting; a call b a temporary residence as a guest c 
an extended but temporary stay (his annual ^^sabroady 2 an official or 
professional call; a visitation 

visitant /vizit(a)nt/ n 1 a (supernatural) visitor 2 visitor 2 - visitant 
adj 

visitation /,vizi'taysh(a)n/ n 1 the act or an instance of visiting, esp an 
official visit (e g for inspection) 2a a special dispensation of divine favour 
or wrath b a severe tnal, an affliction 3 cap the visit of the Virgin Mary 
to Elizabeth recounted m Luke 1-39-56 and celebrated on July 2 by a 
Chnstian festival - visitational adj 
visitatorial /.vizita'tawn al/ adj of visitation or an official visitor 
Visiting .card /'vizitmg/ n a small card of introduction beanng the 
name and sometimes the address and profession of the owner 
.visiting pro'fessor n a professor invited to join an academic staff for 
a limited time 

visitor /'vizita/ n 1 sby who or sthg that makes (formal) visits 2 a 
migratory bird that visits a locality for a short time at regular inter- 
vals 

Visitors' .book n a book in which visitors (e g to a place of interest or 
hotel) wnte their names and addresses and sometimes comments 
visor, vizor /'vieza/ n 1 the (movable) part of a helmet that covers the 
face 2 a usu movable Hat sunshade attached at the top of a vehicle 
windscreen 3 chiefly NAm a peak on a cap [ME viser, fr AF, fr OF 
visiere, fr vis face - more at visagl] - visored adj, visoricss adj 
vista /'vista/ n t a distant view esp through or along an avenue or 
opening, a prospect 2 an extensive mental view (e g over a stretch of time 
or a senes of events) [It, sight, fr visto, pp of vedere to see, fr L videre 
- more at wir] - vistaless adj 

visual Aiz(h)yooal/ adj 1 of, used m, or produced by vision <- 
organs) (-- impressionsy 2 visible (a ^ equivalent for his feelingsy 3 
producing mental images, vivid 4 done or executed by sight only < ^ 
navigationy [ME, fr LL visualis, fr L visus sight, fr visus, pp of videre 
to see] - visually adv 

.visual 'aid n an instructional device (c g a eijart or film) that appeals 
chiefly to vision 

.visual di'splay .unit n a device that has a cathode ray tube on which 
information (held in a computer) may be displayed or updated, a VDU 
tIS" COMPUTER, television 

.visual 'field n the entire expanse of space visible at a given in.stant 
without moving the eyes 

visual-ize, -isc Aizhooa.iiez/ vt 1 to make visible 2 to see or form a 
mental image of - visualization /-'zaysh(a)n/ n 
.visual 'purple n a light-sensitive red or purple pigment in the retinal 
rods of vanous vertebrates; specif rhodopsin 
vital /"vietl/ adj 1 concerned with or necessary to the maintenance of life 
organsy 2 full of life and vigour; animated 3 concerned with, 
affecting, or being a manifestation of life or living beings 4a tending to 
renew or refresh the living, invigorating b of the utmost importance; 
essential to continued worth or well-being [ME, fr MF, fr L vitalis of life, 
fr vita life; akin to L vivere to live - more at quick] - vitally adv 
.vital ca'pacity n the breathing capacity of the lungs expressed as the 
maximum volume of air that can be forcibly exhaled 
vitalism /’vietl.iz(3)m/ n a doctnne that the functions of a living 
organism are due to a vital principle and are sot wholly explicable by the 
laws of physics and chemistry - vitalist n or adj, viulistic /-'istik/ 
adj 

vitality /vie'tabti/ n la the quality which distinguishes the living from 
the dead or inanimate b capacity to live and develop; also physical or 
mental liveliness 2 power of enduring (the ^ of an idiom) 
vital-iza, -iae /'vietUez/ vt to endow with vitality; animate - vitalizstion 
/-'zaysh(a)n/ n 

vitals Aietlz/ n pi \ the vital organs (e g the heart, liver, or brain) 2 
essential parts 

.vital sta'tiatics npl i statistics relating to births, deaths, health, etc 
2 facts considered to be interesting or important; specif a woman's bust, 
waist, and hip measurements 

vitamin Aitamin, 'vie-/ n any of vanous organic compounds that are 
essential in minute quantities to the nutrition of most animals and act esp 
as (precursors oO coenzymes in the regulation of metabolic processes [L 
vita life + ISV amine] 
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.vitamin 'A n any of several fat-soluble vitamins found in egg yolk, milk, 
cod-liver oil, etc that are converted into retinal in the animal body and 
whose lack results in night blindness 

.vitamin 'B n 1 viiamin u complex 2 viiamin b, 3 vhamin b, 4 
VITAMIN B* 5 VITAMIN B,i 
vitamin Bi /.bee 'wun/ n thiamine 
vitamin Bi /.bee 'tooh/ n riboflavin 

vitamin B«/,bee 'siks/ n (a vitamin u chemically related to) pyridox- 
ine 

vitamin Bi^/.bee 'twelv/ n a cobalt -containing water-soluble vitamin B 
that occurs esp in liver, is essential for normal blood formation and nerve 
function, and whose lack or malabsorption results in pernicious 
anaemia 

.vitamin 'B .complex n a group of water-soluble vitamins that are 
found in most foods and include biotin, choline, folic acid, nicotinic acid, 
and pantothenic acid 

.vitamin ‘C n a water-soluble vitamin found in (citrus) fruits, spinach, 
cabbage, or other plant parts that is used as an antioxidant for preserving 
foods and whose lack results in scurvy 
.vitamin 'D n any of several fat-soluble vitamins chemically related to the 
sicroids and found esp in animal prcxiucts (e g fish liver oils, or milk) that 
arc essential for normal bone and tooth structure* eg a viiamin Dj b 

VirAMIN D, 

vitamin D|/.dec 'tooh/ n a synthetic vitamin D used to treat rickets and 
as a rat poison 

vitamin Da /.dee 'three/ n the mam naturally occurnng vitamin D. found 
in most fish liver oils and formed in the skin of human being on exposure 
to sunlight 

.vitamin 'E n any of several fat-soluble compounds found esp in leaves 
and oils mad- fron. .ceJs whose lack leads to infertility and the degener- 
ation of muscle in many vertebrates animals, esp tocopherol 
vitamin iie, -ise /vitamLnie/. 'vie-/ vt to provide or supplement with 
vitamins - vitaminixation /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

.vitamin 'K n any of several chemically related naturally occurring or 
synthetic fat-soluble vitamins essential for the clotting of blood [Dan 
/Loagulation coagulation] 

vitellin /vi'telin/ n a phosphorus-containing protein in egg yolk [vitcl- 
/us] 

vitelline membrane /vrtelin, -lien/ n the membrane that encloses the 
developing embryo in an egg and that in many invertebrates acts to 
prevent other spermatozoa from entering 
vitellus /vi'tcbs/ n \ olk 2 [L, lit , small calf - more at vi ai ] vitelline 
/-lin, -lien/ adi 

vitiate /'vishiayt/ v/ 1 to make faulty or defective, debase <a spint ^d 
by luxury) 2 to invalidate [L vinudis, pp of vitiare, fr vitium fault, vice] 
- vitiator n 

viticulture /'viti.kulcha/ n (the science of) the cultivation of grapevines 
[L vitis vine ^ E culture - more at withy] - viticultural /-'kulcharal/ aJj, 
viticulturist /-'kulchanst/ n 

vitreous /'vitn as/ adj la resembling glass in colour, composition, 
brittleness, etc < - rocks) b characterized by low porosity and usu 
transluccnce china) 2 of or being the vitreous humour [L vitrcus, 
fr vitrum glass - more at wo ad] - vitreously adv, vitreousness n 
.vitreous 'humour n the colourless transparent jelly that fills the 
eyeball behind the lens nfrvl 

vitrify /'vitnfic/ vh to convert into or become glass or a glassy substance 
(by heat and fusion) [F vitnfier, fr MF, fr L vitrum glass] - vitrifiable 

/' , ,-'— / adj vitrification /-fi'kaysh(o)ii/ n 

vitriol /'vitn-al/ n la a (hydrated) sulphate of iron, copper, zinc, etc b 
omcentrated sulphunc acid 2 virulent speech, expression, fedtpg, etc 
[ME, fr MF, fr ML vitnolum, alter of LL vitreolum, ncut of vitreolus 
glassy, fr L vitreus vitreous] - vitriolic /-'olik/ adj 
vitta /'vita/ n, pi vittae /'viti/ a stnpe, streak (NL, fr L. fillet; akin to 
L viere to plait - more at wire] 
vittles /'vitlz/ n pi food [alter, of v/efua/s] 

vituperate /vi'tyoohparayl/ vt to subject to severe or abusive censure, 
berate ^ vi to use harsh condemnatory language [L vitupentus, pp of 
vituperate, fr vUium fault ♦ parmre to make, prepare - more at pare] - 
vituperator /i, vituperative /-rativ/ adj, vituperation /-'raysh(a)n/ n 
viva /'vieva, 'veeva/ n chiefly Br viva voce 

vivacious /vi'vayshas/ adj lively in temper or conduct; spnghtly [L 
vivaC‘, vivax, lit., long-lived, fr vivere to live - more at quick) - 
vivaciously adv, vivaciousness n. vivacity /vi'vasati/ n 
vlvandi^re /vi.von'dyea (Fr vivddjnr)/ n a woman who in former times 


accompanied European, esp French, regiments to sell food and dnnk [F, 
fern of MF vivandier, fr ML vivanda food - more at viand] 
vivarium /vie‘vean-am/ n, pi vivaria /-n a/, vivariums an enclosure for 
keeping and observing plants or esp terrestrial animals indoors [L, park, 
preserve, fr vivus alive - more at quick] 
viva voce /.vieva ‘vohsi, , veeva, 'vohchi/ n, adj, or adv (an examination 
conducted) by word of mouth [adv L, with the living voice, adj & n fr 
adv] 

viverrid /vic'verid/ n a civet, genet, mongoose, or related slender weasel- 
like flcsh-cating mammal with usu retractable claws [NL Viverndae, 
group name, fr Viverra, type genus, fr L viverra ferret] - viverrid adj 
vivid /'vivid/ adf 1 full of vigorous life or freshness, lively personal- 
ity) 2 of a colour very intense 3 producing a strong or clear impression 
on the senses, spcci/" producing distinct mental images <a ^ description) 
[L vividus, fr viverc lo live - more at quick] - vividly ads, vivid- 
ness n 

vivify /'vivifie/ vt 1 to give (renewed) life to; animate 2 to impart vitality 
or vividness to [MF vjvifier, fr LL vivificare, fr L vmficus enlivening, fr 
VIVUS alive] - vivifler n, vivification /-fi'kaysh(3)n/ n 
viviparous /vi'viparas/ adj 1 producing living young, instead of eggs, 
from within the bc^^ in the manner of nearly all mammals, many reptiles, 
and a few fishes - ^ i iff, cyclt 2 germinating while still attached to 
the parent plant ithe - seed of the mangrove) [L vivipanis, fr vivus + 
•parus -parous] - viviparously adv, viviparousness n. viviparity 
/.vivi'parali/ n 

vivisect /’vivisekt, -'-/ vb to perform vivisection (on) [back-formation 
fr vivisection] - viviscctor /'— -/ n 

vivisection /vivi'seksh(a)n/ n operation or (distressful) experimentation 
on a living animal, usu in the course of medical or physiological research 
(L VIVUS * £ secf/o/i] - vivisectional adj, vivisectionally adv, vivisection- 
ist n 

vixen /'viks(a)n/ n I a female fox 2 a scolding ill-tempered woman 
[(assumed) ME (southern) vixen, alter of ME fixen, fr OE fyxe, fern of 
fox] - vixenish adj, vixenishly adv 

vizard /'vizad/ n a mask for disguise or protection (alter of ME viser 
mask, visor] 

vizcacha /viz'kacha/ n a viscacha 

vizier /vi'/ia/ n a high executive officer of vanous Muslim countnes, esp 
of the former Ottoman Empire [Turk vexir, fr Ar wazir] - vizierate /-rat, 
-rayt/ n, vizierial /-n al/ adj, viziership n 
vizor /’vieza/ n a visor 

viei /flic/ n, SAfra marshy depression [Afnk vlei meadow, valley, fr MD 
valcye valley, field, fr OF valve - more at vai i fy] ^ 

V neck /vec/ n (a garment with) a V-shaped neck ^ garment 
vocable /vobkabl/ n a word considered as a combination of sounds or 
letters without regard to its meaning [MF, word, name, fr L vocabulum, 
fr vocare to call - more at voill] 

vocabulary /voh'kabyoobn, va-/ n 1 a list of words, and sometimes 
phrases, usu arranged alphabetically and defined or translated <a — at the 
back of the book) 2a the words employed by a language, group, or 
individual or m a field of work or knowledge (Jier limited ^ > b a list or 
collection of terms or codes available for use (e g in an indexing system) 
3 a supply of expressive techniques or devices (c g of an art form) (MF 
vocabulairc, prob fr ML vocabularium, fr ncut of vocabulanus verbal, fr 
L vocabulum] 

'vocal /'vohkl/ adj 1 uttered by the voice, oral 2 of, composed or 
arranged for, or sung by the human voice 3a having or exercising the 
power of producing voice, speech, or sound b given to strident or insistent 
expression, outspoken [ME, fr L vocalis, fr voc-, vox voice - more at 
voice] - vocally adv, vocality /-'kabti/ n 
’vocal n 1 a vocal sound 2 a usu accompanied musical composition or 
passage for the voice 

vocal cords n pi either of 2 pairs of mucous membrane folds in the cavity 
of the larynx whose free edges vibrate to produce sound 
vocalic /voh'kalik/ adj containing, consisting of, being, functioning as, 
or associated with a vowel or voiced speech segment [L vocalis vowel, fr 
vocalis vocal] - vocalically adv 

vocalism /’vohkl.iz(a)m/ n vocal art or technique in singing 
vocalist Aohki ist/ n a singer 

vocal ize, -ise /vobkhiez/ vt to give voice to, utter, specif to sing ^ vi 
I to utter vocal sounds 2 to sing (without words) - vocalizer n, 
vocalization /-'7aysh(a)n/ n 

vocation /voh'kaysh(d)n, va-/ n la a summons or strong inclination to 
a particular state or course of action, esp a divine call to the religious life 
b an entry into the pnesthood or a religious order 2 the work in which 



voc 


1096 


a person is regularly employed, a career 3 the special function of an 
individual or group [ME vocaaoun, fr L vocation-, vocatto summons, fr 
vocatus. pp of vocare to call - more at voic e] 
vocational /voh'kaysh(3)nl. vo-/ adj of or being training in a skill or 
trade to be pursued as a career courses) [vcxtaiion ^ *-ai] - 
vocationally adv 

vocative /'vokativ/ n (a form in) a grammatical case expressing the one 
addressed [ME vocatif, adj, fr MF, fr L vocatnus, fr vcKatus] - vocative 
adj, vocatively adv 

vociferate Aoh'sifarayt, vo-/ vb to cry out or utter loudly; clamour, 
shout [1. vociferatus, pp of vocifcrari, fr voc-, vox voice » ferrc to bear 
- more at voice, ^dear] - vociferant n, vociferator n, vociferation 
/-'raysh(a)n/ n 

vociferoua /voh’sif(3)r9S, va-/ adj marked by or given to vehement 
insistent outcry - vociferously adv, vociferousness n 
vocoder /'voh.kohcU/ n an electronic mechanism that reduces speech 
signals to loW'frequency signals which can be transmitted over a com- 
munications system of limited bandwidth [voice coder] 
vodka /'vodka/ n a colourless and unagcd neutral spint distilled from a 
mash (eg of rye or wheat) [Russ, fr v(xla water, akin to OE wxter 
water) 

voe /voh/ n an inlet or narrow bay of the Orkney or Shetland islands [of 
Scand ongin; akin to Norw vaag bay. inlet, ON vagr creek, bay] 
vogue /vohg/ n 1 the prevailing, esp temporary, fashion <Jong skirts 
were i/i > 2 popular acceptance or favour; populanty {book enjoyed a 
great about I96CT) [MF, action of rowing, course, fashion, fr Olt voga, 
fr vogare to row; akin to OSp hogar to row] - vogue adj 
'voice /voys/ n la sound produced by humans, birds, etc by forcing air 
from the lungs through the larynx in mammals or synnx in birds b(l) (the 
use, esp m singing or acting, oO musical sound produced by the vocal 
cords and resonated by the cavities of the head, throat, lungs, etc (2) the 
power or ability to sing (3) any of the melodic parts in a vocal or 
instrumental composition (4) condition of the vocal organs with respect 
to singing {be in good ^ > c expiration of air with the vocal cords drawn 
close so as to vibrate audibly (e g m uttenng vowels or consonant sounds 
such as /v/ or /z/) d the faculty of utterance, speech 2 a sound 
suggesting vocal utterance {the ^ of a foghorny 3 an lastrument or 
medium of expression {the party became the ^ of the workers'} 4« the 
expressed wish or opinion {claimed to follow the of the people} b nght 

of expression, say </ have no in this matter} c expression - chicily in 

give voice to 5 distinction of form or a particular system of inflections 
of a verb to indicate whether it is the subject of the verb that acts {the 
passive ^} [ME, fr OF vois, fr L voc-, vox; akin toOHG giwahanen to 
mention, L vocare to call, Gk epos word, speech] 

’voice vt 1 to express (a feeling or opinion) in words, utter 2 to adjust 
(e g an organ pipe) in manufacture, for producing the proper musical 
sounds 3 to pronounce with voice 
Voice .box n the larynx 

voiced adj 1 having a usu specified type of voice {soft-voiced} 2 uttered 
with vocal cord vibration (e g in /b/) - voicedness n 
'voiceless Ahs/ adj not voiced (e g in /p/) ['voice -i -less] - voicelessly 
adv, voicelessness n 

Voice*.Over n the voice of an unseen narrator in a film or television 
programme, also the voice of a visible character indicating his 
thoughts 

'voice, print /-.pnnt/ n a pattern of sound frequencies and amplitudes in 
the voice that is hypothetically distinctive for each person [voice -i -pnnt 
(as in fingerprint)] 

'void /voyd/ adj 1 containing nothing; unoccupied 2a devoid {a ntgure 
of all malice} b having no members or examples; specif, of a suit 
having no cards represented in a particular hand 3 vain, useless 4 of no 
legal effect 5 having no holder or occupant; vacant {a ~ bishopric} - fml 
[ME voide, fr OF, fr (assumed) VL vocitus, denv of L vacuus - more at 
vacuum] - voidness n 

’void n la empty space, vacuum b an opening, gap 2 a feeling of lack, 
want, or emptiness 

Void vt \ to make empty or vacant; clear 2 to discharge or emit 
excrement} 3 to nullify, annul a contract} [ME votden, fr MF 
vuidier, fr (assumed) VL vocitare, fr vocitus] - voidable adj, voider n 
voile /voyl/ n a fine soft sheer fabnc used esp for women’s summer 
clothing or curtains [F, veil, fr L vela, neut pi of velum] 
volant Aohbnt/ adj (capable oO flying (MF, fr L volant-, volans, prp 
of volare to fly] 

volar Aohla/ adj of the palm of the hand or the sole of the foot [L vola 
palm of the hand, sole of the foot] 


'volatile /‘vob,ticl/ n a volatile substance [ME volatil winged creature, 
fr OF. fr volatilie group of birds, fr ML volatilia, fr L. neut pi of volatihs 
winged, volatile] 

’volatile adj 1 capable of being readily vaporized at a relatively low 
temperature <a/co/io/)s a ^ liquid} 2a lighthearted, lively b dangerously 
unstable, explosive {a ^ social situation} 3a fnvolously changeable, 
fickle b charactenzed by rapid change 4 evanescent, transitory [F, fr L 
volatihs winged, flying, fr volatus, pp of volare to fly] - volatility 
A'tibti/ n 

volatil-ize, -isc /va'lati.liez/ vb to (cause to) evaporate as vapour - 
volatilizable adj, volatilization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 
voLau-vent /.vol oh 'vonh, '- - .-/ n a round case of pulT pastry filled with 
a mixture of meat, poultry, or fish in a thick sauce [F, lit , flight in the 
wind] 

volcanic /vol'kanik/ la ofor produced by a volcano b characten/ed 
by volcanoes 2 explosively violent, volatile < - emotions) - volcanically 
adv 

volcanic glass n natural glass produced by the rapid cooling of molten 
lava 

volcanicity /.volkd'msdti/, volcanism /'voikd,niz(3)m/ n volcanic power 
or action 

volcano /vol'kaynoh/ n, pi volcanoes, volcanos 1 (a hill or mountain 
surrounding) an outlet in a planet s crust from which molten or hot rock 
and steam issue -.jf' gkxirapiiv 2 a dynamic or violently creative 
person, also a situation liable to become violent [It vulcano, fr L 
Volcanus, Vulcatius Vulcan, Roman god of fire & metalworking] - 
volcanology /.volka'iioKiji/ n, volcanologist n 
vole /vohl/ n any of vanous small plant eating rodents usu with a stout 
body, blunt nose, and short ears [earlier vole-mouse, fr vole- (of Scand 
origin, akin to ON vollr field) * raouse] 
volition /va'lish(a)n/ n 1 (an act of making) a free choice or decision 2 
the power of choosing or determining, will [F, fr ML volition-, volilio, 
fr L vol- (stem of velle to will, wish) * -ilion-, -itio (as in L position-, 
positio position) - more at wiLt] - volitional adj 
volitive /’vobtiv/ adj of the will - fml 

'volley /’voli/ n la a flight of arrows, bullets, or other missiles b 
simultaneous discharge of a number of missile weapons c(l) (the course 
. oO the flight of the ball, shuttle, etc before striking the ground, also a 
return or succession of returns made by hilling ll)/ ball, shuttle, etc before 
It touches the ground (2) a kick of the ball in soccer before it touchc*s the 
ground 2 a burst or emission of many things at once or in rapid succession 
{a of oaths} [MF voice flight, fr voler to fly, fr 1. volare] 

trolley vb volleying; volleyed vt 1 to discharge (as lO in a volley 2 to 
propel (an object that has not yet hit the ground), esp with an implement 
or the hand or fool ^vi I to be discharged (as if) in a volley 2 to make 
a volley -- volleyer n 

'volley.ball /- .bawl/ n a game between 2 teams of usu 6 players who 
volley a ball over a high net in the centre of a court 
volt /vohlt, volt/ n the derived SI unit of eleclncal potential difference and 
electromotive force equal to the difference of potential between 2 points 
in a conducting wire carrying a constant current of I ampere when the 
power dissipated between these 2 points is equal to I watt physics 
[Alessandro Volta 11827 It physicist] 
voltage /’vohltij, 'vollij/ n an electric potential difference, electromotive 
force 

voltaic /vol'tayik/ adj galvanic [Alessandro Volta] 
voltameter /vohl'tamita. vol-/ n an apparatus for measunng the quan- 
tity of electricity passed through a conductor by the amount of electrolysis 
produced [1SV voltaic f -meter] - volumetric /.volta'metnk/ adj 
volte-face /.volt 'fahs, fas/ n a sudden reversal of attitude or policy, an 
about-face [F. fr It voltafaccia, fr voltare to turn (fr (assumed) VL 
volvitare, freq of L volvere to roll) + faccia face, fr (assumed) VL 
* facia] 

voltmeter /'volt,meel3. 'vohlt-/ n an instrumfnt for measuring in volts 
the differences of potential between different points of an electneal circuit 
[ISV] 

voluble Aolyoobl/ adj characterized by ready or rapid speech, talkative 
[MF or L, MF, variable, rotating, fr L volubibs, fr volvere to roll, akin 
to OE wealwian to roll. Gk eilyein to roll, wrap] > volubicness n, volubly 
adv, voliibllity A'bibti/ n 

volume /‘volyoohm, 'volyoom/ n la a senes of printed sheets bound 
typically in book form; a book b a series of issues of a penodical 2 space 
occupied as measured in cubic units (c g litres); cubic capacity 3a an 
amount; also a bulk, mass b the amount of a subsunce occupying a 
particular volume c (the representation oO mass in art or architecture d 
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a considerable quantity, a great deal - often pi with sing meaning, esp in 
spe^k volumes for 4 the degree of loudness or the intensity of a sound 
[ME, fr MF, Ir L volumen roll, scroll, fr voivcre to roll] - volumed 
adj 

volumetric /,volyo<Vmetrik/ ad/ 1 of or involving the measurement of 
volume 2 of or for (or being chemical analysis using known volumes oO 
solutions of chemical compounds of standard concentration - volumetri* 
cally adv 

volume unit n the difference in decibels between the power level in an 
audio circuit and a power level of ImW m a SOOohm circuit 
voluminous /va'lyoohminas/ adj I having or containing a large volume. 
specif, of a garment very full 2a consisting of or (capable oO filhng a large 
volume or several volumes <^a - correspondence'/ b writing much or at 
great length [LL voJuminosus. fr I volumin-, \olumen\ - voluminously 
adv, voluminousness n, voluminosity /va.lyoohmi'nosati/ n 
voluntarism /'vobnt3,nz(3)m/ n the principle of relying on voluntary 
action rather than compulsion voluntarist n. voluntaristic A'nstik/ 
adj 

'voluntary /'vobnt(3)ri/ adj 1 prweeding from free choice or consent 2 
acting without compulsion and without payment < - worAers) 3 inten- 
tional <, - manslaughter'^ 4 of, subject to, or regulated by the will < - 
behaviour'} 5 having power of free choice <ma/j7s a - agent) 6 provided 
or supported by voluntary action - hospital) [ME, fr L voluntarws. 
fr voluntas will, fr velle to will, wish - more at wili] voluntarily 
/'vobnt(3)r3li, .vobn'terali/ adv, volufitarine.ss n 
'voluntary n an organ piece played before or after a religious service 
'voluntaryism /-,i/(3)m/ n voluntansm - voluntaryist n 
‘voluntary .muscle n muscle (eg most striated muscle) under volun- 
tary control 

voluntary schttv^l n a schiK)l built by an independent usu religious body 
hut maintained by a Bntish Ux'al education authority 
'volunteer /.vobn’tia/ n one who undertakes a service of his/her own free 
will, esp sby who enters into mililar> service voluntanly [obs F voluntaire 
(now volontaire), fr voluntaire, adj, voluntary, fr I voluntanus] 
'volunteer adj being, consisting of, or engaged in by 'olunteers <a -- 
arm) > 

^volunteer vt 1 to ofTer or bestow voluntarily s-- one’s services} 2 to 
communicate voluntanly. say ^ w to offer oneself as a volunteer 
voluptuary /v3‘luptyoo(3)n/ n one whose chief interest is luxury and 
sensual pleasure - voluptuary adj 

voluptuous /v3'luply(KV3S/ adj 1 causing delight or pleasure to the 
senses, conducive to, occupied with, or arising from sensual gratification 
<a ^ dance) 2 suggestive of sensual pleasure <a ^ mouth), broadly 
sexually attractive, esp owing to shapeliness [ME, fr L voluptuosus, fr 
voluptas pleasure, akin to Gk elpis hope. I- vclle to wish “ more at wiLi] 

- voluptuously adv, voluptuousness n 
volute /va'Iyooht/ n 1 a form that is shaped like a spiral or curled over 
on Itself like a scroll 2 an ornament characteristic of classical architecture 
that IS shaped like a roll of material or a scroll - ^ ARCMiTEcniiRf 3 
(the short-spined thick shell oO ‘tny of numerous manne gastropexi 
molluscs [E voluta, fr fern of volutus, pp of voivcre to roll] - volute, 
voluted adj 

volution /v3'lyoohsh(3jm -'looh-/ « 1 a rolling or revolving motion 2 
a spiral turn, a twist archiii c ii'ri [L volutus, pp] 
volva /'volvo/ n a thin membrane round the base of the stem supporting 
the cap of a fungus (NL, fr L volva, vulva integument - more at 
vulva] 

volvox /'volvoks/ n any of a genus of green single-celled microorganisms 
that exist combined together in sphencal colonies [NL, genus name, fr 
L volvere to roll - more at volubif] 
volvulus Aoivyoobs/ n twisting of the intestine upon itsei. causing 
obstruction and pain [NL. fr L volvere] 

vomer /'vohma/ n a Ivonc of the skull of most vertebrate animals that in 
human beings fonns part of the division between the nostnis [NL, fr L, 
ploughshare] - vomerine /-nen, -rin/ adj 
'vomit /’vomit/ n 1 a vomiting, also the vomited matter 2 an emetic 
[ME, fr MF, fr L vomitus, fr vomitus, pp of vomere to vomit; akin to ON 
vama nausea, Gk emein to vomit] 

'vomit vb 1 to disgorge (the contents of the stomach) through the mouth 
2 to eject (sthg) violently or abundantly, spew - vomiter n 
vomitory /'vomit(3)n/ n an entrance piercing the banks of seats of a 
theatre, amphitheatre, or stadium [LL vomitorium, fr L vomitus, pp; fr 
its disgorging the spectators] 

'voodoo /'voohdooh/ n. pi voodoos I a set of magical beliefs and practices, 
mainly of W African ongin, practised chiefly in Haiti and charactenzed 


by communication by trance with deities 2a one skilled in (voodoo) spells 
and necromancy b a voodoo spell [LaF voudou, of Afncan ongin, akin 
to Ewe vo' du' tutelary deity, demon] - voodoo adj, voodooism n 
'voodoo vt to bewitch (as lO by means of vcxxioo 
Voortrekker /'faw, treks, 'fooa-/ n a S Afncan pioneer of Dutch descent 
who moved north from the Cape of Good Hope in 1838 to evade Bntish 
rule (Afrik, fr voor before, in front + trekker emigrant, fr trek to pull, 
move, emigrate] 

voracious /vs'rayshas/ adj 1 having a huge appetite, ravenous 2 
excessively eager, insatiable <a reader) [L vorac-, vorax, fr vorare to 
devour, akin to OHG querdar bait, L purges whirlpool] - voraciously adv, 
voraciousness n, voracity /va'rasati/ n 
-vorous /-v(3)r3s/ comb form ( • adj) eating, feedmg on </ierb/vorous> 
[L -vorus, fr vorare to devour] 

vortex /‘vawteks/ n, pi vortices /vawtisee// also vortexes la a mass of 
whirling water, air, etc that tends to form a cavity or vacuum in the centre 
of the circle into which material is drawn, esp a whirlpool or whirlwind 
b a region within a body of fluid in which the fluid is rotating 2 sthg that 
resembles a whirlpool in violent activity or in engulfing or overwhelming 
[NL vortic-. vortex, fr L vertex, vortex whirlpool - more at vertex] - 
vortical adj, vorticity /vaw'tisati/ n 

vorticella /.vawti'seb/ n, pi vorticellae /-li/, vorticellas any of a genus 
of bell-shaped cilia-beanng protozi^ans [NL, genus name, fr L vonic-, 
vortex] 

vorticism /‘vawti.si7(3)m/ n an English art movement active from about 
1912 and related to cubism and futunsm [L vortic-, vortex] - vortkist 
n or adj 

vorticose /'vawtikuhs, -kohz/ adj vortical 

votary /'vohtan/, votarist /-nst/ n a staunch admirer, worshipper, or 
advocate, a devotee [L votum vow] 

'vote /voht/ n la a (formal) expression of opinion or will in response to 
a propi^sed decision b ballot 1 2 the collective verdict of a body of 
pc*oplc expressed by voting 3 the franchise 4 a definable group of voters 
(getting the Labour ^ to the polls) 5 a sum of money voted for a special 
use [ME (Sc), fr L votum vow, wish more at vow] 

'vote VI 1 to cast one’s vote, esp to exercise a political franchise 2 to 
express an opinion ^ vr 1 to choose, decide, or authonze by vote 2a to 
judge by general agreement, da'larc (concert was ^da flop) b to offer 
as a suggestion, propose (I -- we all go home) - infml - voter n 
’voteless /-lis/ adj denied the political franchise [‘vote ^ -i ess] 
'voting ma,chine /'vohtmg/ n a mechanical device for recording 
votes 

votive /"vobtiv/ adj 1 offered or performed in fulfilment of a vow and 
ofton m gratitude or devotion 2 consisting of or expressing a religious 
vow, yv ish, or desire [L votivus, fr votum vow] - votively adv, votive* 
ness n 

vouch /vowch/ VI 1 to give or act as a guarantee for 2 to supply 
suoporting evidence or personal assurance for [ME vochen, vuuchen to 
assert, call to witness, fr MF vocher, fr L V(x:jire to call, summon, fr voc-, 
vox voice - more at voice] 

voucher /’vowchs/ /i la a documentary record of a business transaction 
b a wntten certificate or authonzation 2 Bra ticket that can be exchanged 
for specific goods or services [MF vocher. voucher to vouch] 
vouchsafe /vowch’sayf/ vt 1 to grant as a special privilege or in a 
gracious or condescending manner 2 to condescend, deign to do sthg - 
vouchsafement n 

voussoir /vooh’swah/ n any of the wedge-shaped blocks forming an arch 
or vault architelturl [F. fr (assumed) VL volsonum, fr volsus, 
pp of L voivcre to roll - more at volubi f] 

'vow /vow/ n a solemn and often religiously binding promise or assertion, 
specif one by which a person binds him-/herself to an act. service, or 
condition [ME lowe. fr OF vou, fr L votum, fr neut of votus, pp of vovere 
to vow, akin to Gk euchesthai to pray, vow] 

'vow vf 1 to promise solemnly, swear 2 to dedicate or consecrate by a vow 
3 to resolve to bring about revenge) ^vi to make a vow - 
vower n 

*vow V/ to avow, declare (ME vowen, short for avowen] 
vowel /vowl/ n (a letter, in English usu a. e, i, o. u, and sometimes y, 
representing) any of a class of speech sounds (c g /ce/ or /i/) character- 
ized by lack of closure in the breath channel or lack of audible friction 
alehabki [ME. fr MF voueJ, fr L vocalis ~ more at vocalic] 
vox populi /,voks ’popyoolie, -li/ n the opinion of the general public [L, 
voice of the people] 

'voyage /'voyij/ n a considerable course or penod of travelling by other 
than land routes, broadly a journey [ME, fr OF votage, fr LL viaticum, 
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fr L, travelling money, fr ncut of vmticus of a journey, fr via way - more 
at via] 

'voyage vb to make a voyage (across) - voyager n 
voyeur /vwah'yuh/ n 1 one who obtains sexual gratification by visual 
means, specif by looking at sexual organs and sexual acts 2 a prying 
observer who is usu seeking the sordid or the scandalous [F, In , one who 
secs, fr MF, fr voir to sec, fr L videre - more at wit] - voyeurism n, 
voyeuristic /-'nstik/ adj, voyeuristically adv 
vroom /vroom, vroohm/ n a noise of an engine revving up or of a 
high-speed vehicle [imii] 

'V .sign /vee/ n a gesture made by raising the index and middle fingers 
in a V a with the palm outwards signifying victory b with the palm 
inwards signifying insult or contempt 
vug, ruggf vugh /vug/ n a small (crystal-lined) cavity in an ore seam or 
in rock [Corn dial vooga underground chamber, fr L fovea small pit] - 
vuggy adj 

vulcan ization, Msation /,vulkonic'/^ysh(3)n/ n the process of chemi- 
cally treating rubber or similar matenal to give it elasticity, strength, 
stability, etc [L Vulcanus Vulcan - more at voi cano] - vulcanize vb 
vulcanology /.vulka'nolaji/ n volcanology [ISV] - vulcanologist n 
vulgar /'vulga/ adj 1 generally used, applied, or accepted 2a of or being 
the common people, plebeian b generally current, public < ^ opinion^ 3a 
lacking in cultivation, breeding, or taste, coarse b ostentatious or excess- 
ive in expenditure or display, pretentious 4 lewdly or profanely indecent, 
obscene [ME. fr L vuJgans of the mob. vulgar, fr volgus, vulgus mob, 
common people, akin to Skt varga group] - vulgarly adv, vulgarity 
/vul'garati/ n 

, vulgar 'fraction n a fraction in which both the denominator and 
numerator are explicitly present and arc separated by a honzontal or 
slanted line 

vulgarian /vul'gean-an/ n a vulgar and esp rich person 
vulgarism Auiga,nz(d)m/ /i 1 a word or expression onginated or used 
chiefly by illiterate people 2 vulgarity 

vulgar-ize, -ise /'vulganc?/ vr 1 to diffuse generally, popularize 2 to 
make vulgar; coarsen - vulgarizer n, vulgarization /•'zaysh(d)n/ n 
.Vulgar ‘Latin n the informal Latin of ancient Rome, established as the 
chief source of the Romance languages 

Vulgate /'vulgayt, -gat/ n 1 cap the Latin version of the Bible 
authonzed and used by the Roman Catholic church 2 a commonly 
accepted text or reading [ML vulgata, fr LL vuJgata editio edition in 
general circulation] 

vulnerable /vuln(d)rabl/ adj 1 capable of being physically or mentally 
wounded 2 open to attack or damage, assailable [LL vulncrabihs, fr L 
vulnerare to wound, fr vulner-, vulnus wound, akin to Goth wilwan to 
rob, L vellere to pluck, Gk oule wound] - vuloerableness n, vulnerably 
adv, vulnerability /-ra'bibti/ n 

vulnerary /"vulnaran/ n or adj (a remedy) used for or useful in healing 
wounds [adj L vulneranus, fr vuJncr-, vuJnus; n fr adj] 
vulpine Aulpicn/ adj 1 of or resembling a fox 2 foxy, crafty [L 
vulpinus, fr vulpes fox; akin to Gk aldpcx fox] 
vulture /vulcha/ n 1 any of vanous large usu bald-headed birds of prey 
that are related to the hawks, eagles, and falcons and feed on carrion 
FOOD 2 a rapacious or predatory person [ME, fr L vultur] - vulturous 
adj, vulturine /-rien/ adj 

vulva /"vulva/ n, pi vulvas, vulvae /-vi/ the (opening between the 
projecting) external parts of the female genital organs [NL, fr L volva, 
vulva integument, womb; akin to Skt ulva womb, L volvere to roll - more 
at voluble] - vulval, vulvar adj ’* 

vying /'vie ing/ pres part of vie 


W 

w /"dubLyooh/ n, pi w’s, ws often cap (a graphic representation of, or 
device for reproducing,) the 23rd letter of the English alphabet 
Waac /wak/ n a member of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps in 
WW I [Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps] 

Waaf /waf/ n a member of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in and 
immediately after WW II (Women’s Auxiliary Air Force] 

Wac /wak/ n a member of the Women’s Army Corps established in the 
USA during WW II [Women's Army Corps] 


wack /wak/ n, V Eng - used as a familiar form of address [short for 
wacker, perh fr whacker (heavy blow, anything large), fr whack] 
wacky /'waki/ adj, chiefly NAm absurdly or amusingly cccentnc or 
irrational; crazy - infml [perh fr E dial whacky (fool)] - wackily adv, 
wackiness n 

'wad /wod/ n la a soft mass, esp of a loose fibrous material, vanously 
used (e g to stop an aperture or pad a garment) b(l) a soft plug used to 
retain a powder charge, esp in a mu/zlc-loading cannon or gun (2) a felt 
or paper disc that separates the components of a shotgun cartndge 2 a 
roll of paper money 3 chiefly NAm a considerable amount - infml, often 
pi with sing meaning (getting of publicity'} [origin unknown] 
'wad vt -dd- 1 to form into a wad or wadding 2a to insert a wad into < ^ 
a gun'} b to hold in by a wad a bullet m a gun'} 3 to stuff, pad, or 
line with some soft substance 4 chiefly NAm to roll or crush tightly 
his shirt up into a bait} - wadder n 

wadding /'woding/ n stuffing or padding in the form of a soft mass or 
sheet of short loose fibres 

'waddle /'wixJI/ u waddling /'wadl-mg. 'wodling/ 1 to walk with short 
steps swinging the forepart of the body from side to side 2 to move 
clumsily in a manner suggesting a waddle \car d out of the drift - Len 
Deighton) [freq of wade] - waddicr n 
'waddle n an awkward clumsy swaying gait 
'waddy /‘wodi/ n, Aus/r clud la (native name in Australia] 

'waddy vt. AuKtr to attack or beat with a club 

'wade /wayd/ vi 1 to walk through a medium (e g water) ofTcnng more 
resistance than air 2 to proceed with difficulty or effort < through a dull 
book} 3 to attack with determination or vigour - » m or into ( ^ into 
a task} ~ vt to cross by wading [ME waden, fr OF wadan, akin to OIRj 
watan to go, wade, L vaJere to go] wadablc adj 
'wade n an act of wading (a in the brook '> 

wader /wayda/ nip/ high waterproof Kwts useti for wading 2 any of 
many long-legged birds (e g sandpipers and snipes) that wade in water in 
search of food ['wade 4 '-ir] 

wadge /woj/ n, Br a thick bundle, a wad infml (alter of wee/^e] 
wadi /'wodi/ n the bed of a strc.im in regions of SW Asia and N Africa 
that IS dry except during the rainy season [Ar wadiy] 

‘wading .bird /'wayding/ n waoi r 2 

Waf /waf/ n a member of the women’s component of the US Air Force 
formed after WW 11 (Women in the Air Force],**, 
wafer /wayfa/ n la a thin ensp biscuit, also a biscuit consisting of layers 
of wafer sometimes sandwiched with a filling b a round piece of thin 
' unleavened bread used in the celebration of the Eucharist 2 an adhesive 
disc of dned paste used, esp formerly, as a seal [ME, fr ONF waufre. of 
Gmc origin, akin to MD wafel, wafer wafFle] 

WBfi /wof, waf / n, chiefly Scot 1 a waving motion 2 a pufT, gust [Edial 
waff(\o wave), fr ME (northern) wafTen, alter of ME wavrn] 

'waffle /'wofl/ n a cake of batter that is baked in a waffle iron and has 
a ensp dimpled surface [D wafcl, fr MD wafel. wafer, akin to OF wefan 
to weave] 

'waffle VI waffling /’wofl-ing, 'wofling/ chiefly Br to talk or wnte 
foolishly, inconsequentially, and usu at length, blather - infml [freq 
of obs woffixo yelp), of imii origin] - wafller n 
*waffle n, chiefly Br empty or pretentious words -- infml - waffly adj 
'waffle .iron n a cooking utensil with 2 hinged metal parts that shut on 
each other and impress surface projections on the waflle being cooked 
'waft /wofl/ vh to convey or be conveyed lightly (as lO by the impulse 
of wind or waves [(assumed) ME waughten to guard, convoy, fr MD or 
MLG wachten to watch, guard, akin to OE waeccan to watch - more at 
wake] - wafler n 

'waft n 1 sthg (e g a smell) that is wafted, a whiff 2 a slight breeze, a 
puff 

'wag /wag/ vb -gg- VI 1 to move to and fro, esp With quick jerky motions 
2 to move in chatter or gossip (tongues — ged) '^vt I to cause to swing 
to and fro, esp with quick jerky motions, esp tor nod (the head) or shake 
(a finger) in assent or mild reproof - often v at 2 to move (e g (he longue) 
animatedly in conversation [ME waggen-, akin to MHG wacken to totter, 
OE wegan to move - more at way] - wagger n 
'wag n ar. act of wagging; a shake 

'wag n a wit, joker (prob short for obs waghalter (gallows bird), fr 'wag 
+ halter] 

'wage /wayj/ vt to engage in or carry on (a war, conflict, etc) [ME wagen 
to pledge, give as security, fr ONF wagier, fr wage] 

'wage n la a payment for services, esp of a manual kind, usu according 
to contract and on an hourly, daily, weekly, or piecework basis - usu pi 
with sing, meaning; compare salary b pi the share of the national 
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product attributable to labour as a factor in production 2 a recompense, 
reward - usu pi with sing meaning but sing, or pi m constr <rAe o/* 
sm IS death - Rom 6-23 (RSV)> [ME. pledge, wage, fr ONE. of Gmc 
ongin; akin to Goth wadi pledge - more at wed] - wageless adj 
'wager /'wayja/ n 1 sthg (e g a sum of money) nskcd on an uncertain 
event 2 sthg on which bets arc laid <do a stunt as a > [ME, pledge, 
bet. fr AF wageure, fr ONF wagier to pledge] 

‘wager vb to lay as or make a ^t - wagerer n 
'wage .slave n a person dependent on wages or a salary for his/her 
livelihood 

waggery /'wagan/ n 1 mischievous merriment 2 a jest, esp FRAOirAL 
JOKE 

waggish /wagish/ adj befitting or charactcnstic of a wag, humorous <a 
^ disposition^ ~ waggishly adv, waggishness n 
waggle /'wagl/ vb waggling /'wagling, 'wagl ing/ to (cause to) sway or 
move repeatedly from side to side, wag [freq of 'wa^] - waggle n, waggly 
adj 

Wagnerian /vahg'man an/ adj (suggestive) of the music of Wagner, esp 
in grandiose scale or dramatic intensity [Richard Wagner tl883 G 
composer] 

wagon, chiefly Br waggon /’wagan/ n 1 a usu 4-whccled vehicle for 
transporting bulky or heavy loads, often having a removable canopy, and 
drawn ong by animals 2 iroi i fy 2a, esp one used in a dining room or 
for serving light refreshments (e g afternoon tea) 3 flr a railway gixxls 
vehicle [D wagen, fr MD - more at wain] - on/off the wagon abstain- 
ing/no longer abstaining from alcoholic dnnks - infml 
wagoner /’wagana/ n the driver of a wagon 

wagonette /waga'net/ n a light horse-drawn wagon with 2 
inward-facing seats along the sides behind a forward-facing front seal 
wagon-lit /.vagonh lecv ii, pi wagons-lits, wagon-lits /lee(z)/ a sleeping 
car on a continental train [F, fr wagon railway car lit bed] 
wagtail /'wag,tayl/ n any of numerous chiefly Old World birds with tnm 
slender bodies and very long tails that they habitually jerk up and 
down 

Wahhabi, Wahabi /wah'hahbi, wa-/ n a member of a stnet Muslim sect 
founded in Arabia in the 18th c by Muhammad ibn- Abdul Wahh.ib and 
revived by ibn-Saud in the 20lh c (Ar wahhabiy, fr Muhammad b 'Abd 
a\'Wahhab (Abdul-Wahhab) tl787 Arab religious reformer] ■ Wahhab- 
ism n, Wahhabite /-,biet/ adj or n 

wahine /wah'hceni, -nay/ n a Polynesian woman [Maon & 
Hawaiian] 

'wah-wah .pedal /wah ,wah/ n wa-wa ffdai 
waif /wayf/ n 1 a piece of property found but unclaimed 2 a stray 
helpless person or animal, esp a homeless child [ME. fr ONF, adj, lost, 
unclaimed, prob of Scand origin] 

'wail /wayl/ v/ 1 to express sorrow by uttering mournful cncs, lament 2 
to make a sound suggestive of a mournful cry 3 to express dissatisfaction 
plaintively, complain [ME wailen, of Scand ongin, akin to ON vxia, vala 
to wad, akin to ON vei woe - more at wol] - wailer n 
‘wail n 1 a usu loud prolonged high-pitched cry expressing gnef or pain 
2 a sound suggestive of wailing <r/ie - of an air-raid siren} 

'wailful /-Ra)!/ adj sorrowful, mournful - usu poetic - wailfully adv 
wain /wayn/ n 1 a usu large and heavy wagon for farm use 2 cap lirsa 
MAJOR [ME, wagon, chanot, fr OE wxgn, akin to MD wagen wagon, OE 
wegan to move - more at way] 

'wainscot /waynskat/ n la a usu panelled wcK)den lining of an intenor 
wall b the lower part of an intenor wall when finished differently from 
the remainder of the wall 2 Bra fine grade of oak imported for woodwork 
[ME. fr MD wagenschot] 

‘wainscot vt -t-, -tt- to line (as lO with boards or panelling 
wainscoting, wainscotting /'waynskatmg, 'waynz.koting/ n (matenal 
used for) a wainscot 

wainwright /wayn, net/ n sby who makes and repairs wagons 
waist /wayst/ n U the (narrow) part of the body between the chest and 
hips b the greatly constneted part of the abdomen of a wasp, fly. etc 2 
the part of sthg corresponding to or resembling the human waist- eg a(l) 
the part of a ship's deck between the poop and forecastle (2) the middle 
part of a sailing ship between foremast and mainmast ship b the 
middle section of the fuselage of an aircraft 3 the part of a garment 
covenng the body at the waist or waistline [ME wast\ akin to OE weaxan 
to grow - more at ’wax] 

'waistband /-.band/ n a band (e g on trousers or a skirt) fitting round 
the waist 

'walatcoat /-.koht/ n, chiefly Br a sleeveless upper garment that fastens 


down the centre front and usu has a V-neck; esp such a garment worn 
under a jacket as part of a man's suit - waistcoated adj 
.waist-'deep adj or adv waist-high 

wa fated /waystid/ adj having a waist, esp of a specified kind - often in 
combination //»g/i-waisted> 

.waist-'high adj or adv up to the waist 

'waistline /-.lien/ n 1 an imaginary line encircling the narrowest part 
of the waist; also the part of a garment corresponding to this line or to 
the place where fashion dictates this should be 2 body circumference at 
the waist 

'wait /wayt/ vt la to stay in place in expectation of, await ( your turn} 
b to delay in hope of a favourable change in out a storm} 2 to delay 
serving (a meal), esp in expectation of further arnvais - infml ^ vi la to 
remain stationary in readiness or expectation fora train} b to pause 
for another to catch up 2a to look forward expectantly (just ing to see 
his nval lose} b to hold back expectantly (have to ^ till Thursday} 3 
to serve at meals - usu in wait at table or N Am wait on table 4 to be ready 
and available (slippers ing by the bed} [ME waiten, fr ONF waitier to 
watch, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG wahta watch, OE wteccan to watch 
- more at wakf] -- wait on/upon 1 to act as an attendant to, serve 2 to 
await 3 archaic to make a formal call on 
‘wait n 1 any of a group who serenade for gratuities, esp at the Chnstmas 
season 2 an act or penod of waiting (a long ^ for the bus} [ME waite 
watchman, public musiaan, wait, fr ONF, watchman, watch, of Gmc 
ongin, akin to OHG wahta watch] 

waiter /‘wayta/ n 1 fern waitress one who waits at table (eg in a 
restaurant), esp as a regular job 2 a salver, tray ['wait 4 '-er] 
'waiting .game /waytmg/ n a postponement of action in the hope of 
a more favourable opponunity later 

'waiting .list n a list of those waiting (e g for a vacancy or for sthg to 
become available), arranged usu in order of application 
'waiting .room n a room for the use of people who are waiting (e g for 
a tram or to see a doctor) 

waive /wayv/ vt 1 to refrain from demanding or enforcing; relinquish, 
forgo 2 to put off from immediate consideration, postpone [ME wetven, 
tr ONF weyver, fr wa/Zlost, unclaimed] 

waiver /wayva/ n (a document giving proof oO the relinquishing of a 
right [AF weyver, fr ONF weyver to abandon, waive] 

'wake /wayk/ vb waked, woke /wohk/, waked, woken /wohkan/, woke 
VI 1 to be or remain awake (her waking hours) 2 to awake - often ^ 
up vt 1 to rouse (as if) from sleep, awake - often * up 2 to arouse, 
evoke memonesy 3 to arouse conscious interest in, alert - usu + to 
him to the fact of her existence} [partly fr ME waken (past wook. 
pp WRAcn' fr OE wacan to awake (past woe, pp wacen), and partly fr ME 
wakien. waken (past & pp waked), fr OE wacian to be awake (past 
wacode, pp wacod), akin to OE wxccan to watch. L vegere to rouse, 
excite] - waker n 

‘wak a n la an annual English pansh festival formerly held in commemor- 
ation of the church’s patron saint b vigil la 2 a watch held over the 
body of a dead person pnor to bunal and sometimes accompanied by 
festivity, broadly any festive leavetaking 3 Br an annual holiday in 
northern England - usu pi but sing or pi in constr (we all go off to 
Blackpool during ~ s week} 

‘wake n »he track left by a moving body (e g a ship) in a fluid (e g water) 
[of Scand ongin, akin to ON vok hole in ice; akin to ON vokr damp - 
more at humour] 

‘wakeful /-((d)!/ adj 1 not sleeping or able to sleep 2 spent without sleep 
(a ^ night} - wakefully adv, wakefulness n 
waken /wayk;;»n/ vi to awake - often 4 up ^vt to rouse out of sleep; 
wake [ME waknen, fr OE w/ecnian; akin to ON vakna to awaken, OE 
waeccan to watch] - wakener n 
'wake-.robin n, Br any of vanous arums; esp a cuckoopint 
Waldenaes /wordensecz/ n pi a Chnstian reforming sect arising in S 
France in the 12th c, adopting Calvinist doctnnes in the 16th c, and later 
living chiefly in Piedmont [ME Waldensis, fr ML WaJdenses. Valdenses, 
fr Peter Waldo (or Valdo), i2th-c F heretic] - WaMensian /-si-an/ adj 
or n 

'wale /wayl/ n 1 a ndge or lump raised on the body by a heavy blow or 
slash (e g with a whip) 2 any of a number of extra thick and strong planks 
in the sides of a wooden ship 3 any of a series of even nbs in a fabric (e g 
corduroy) [ME, fr OE waJu\ akin to ON vair round, L volvere to roll - 
more at voluble] 

‘wale n, dial Br 1 an act of choosing, a choice 2 the best pan; the pick 
[ME (Sc A. northern) wal, fr ON val\ akin to OHG wala choice, OE wyllan 
to wish - more at wit 1 .] 
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wal*r /'wayls/ n offen atp a horse (formerly exported to India for use 
in the British Indian army) from New South Wales [New South Wale^: 
state of Australia] 

'walk /wawk/ VI I of a spint to move about in visible form appear 2a 
to move along on foot advance by steps in such a way that at least 1 foot 
IS always in contact with the ground b to go on foot for exercise or 
pleasure c to go at a walk 3 of an inanimatt object to move in a manner 
suggestive of walking 4 archaic to pursue a course of action or way of life 
conduct oneself <~ in darknev Jn 8 12 (AV)> - vf 1 to pass on foot 
through along over or on the street^') a tightrope^ 2a to cause 
(an animal) to go at a walk a horse} b to take (an animal) for a walk 
<^ing a dog} c to cause (an inanimate object) to move in a manner 
suggestive of walking 3 to accompany on foot walk with <«ed her 
home} 4 to bnng to a specified condition by walking ('^ed us off our 
feet} 5 to follow on foot for the purposes of examining measunng etc 
<'^ed /Ae horse before the jump-ofT} [partly fr ME walken (past welk 
pp waJken) fr OF weaJean to roll toss (past weok pp weaJeen) and 
partly fr ME walkien (past walked pp walked) fr OE wealcian to roll up 
muffle up akin to MD walken to knead press full L \aJgus bowlegged] 
> walk off with la to steal and take away b to take away uninicntionally 
2 to win or gain esp by outdoing one s competitors without difficulty 
<walked off with first prize} - walk over to treat contemptuously walk 
tall to bear oneself proudly walk the plank to be forced to walk esp 
blindfold along a board laid over the side of a ship until one falls into 
the sea 

^alkn la an act or instance of going on foot esp for exercise or pleasure 
(go /or a ) b space walk 2 a route for walking (many delightful ^ s 
in the neighbourhood} 3 a place designed for walking e g a a path 
specially arranged or surfaced for walking a footpath b a railed or 
colonnaded platform c a promenade 4 a place where animals (e g sheep) 
are kept with minimal restraint 5 distance to be walked (a quarter of a 
mile s ~ from here} 6a the gait of a 2 legged animal in which the feet 
are lifted alternately with I foot always (partially) on the ground b the 
slow 4 beat gait of a quadruped specif a horse in which there arc always 
at least ^ feet on the ground c a low rate of speed <rAe shortage of raw 
matena < slowed production to a ^} 7 a route regularly traversed by a 
person (e g a postman or policeman) in the performance of a particular 
activity 8 a manner of walking ( his is just like his father s} 9 an 

occupation callmg - chiefly in walk of life 10 a journey undertaken on 
foot along a usu agreexf route to earn money promised by sponsors for 
charity - esp in sponsored walk chanty walk 
walkabout /wawks bowt/ n I a short period of wandering bush life 
engaged in occasionally by an Australian abongine for ceremonial reasons 
2 an informal walk among the crowds by a public figure </Ae Queen on 
her Jubilee -> 

walker /‘wawka/ n sthg used in walking specif a framework designed 
to support a baby learning to walk or a cnpple who cannot walk unaided 
[ WAIK + ' er] 

walkiea /'wawkiz/ n pi a walk used esp to children or animals 
walkie-talkie /wawki tawki/ n a compact battery-operated trans 
ceiver 

'walk In adj large enough for a person to enter and move around in <a 
^ safe} 

'walking /wawking/ n the condition of a surface as it will affect sby going 
on foot </Ae is slippery} [ walk inc,] 

^walking adj la animate esp human (a ^ encyclopedia} b able to walk 
ambulatory c that moves m a manner suggestive of walking <^a ~ toy} 
d guided or operated by a walker (a ^ plough} 2a used for or in walking 
(^ shoes} b characterized by or consisting of walking (a ^ tour} [(1) 
fr prp of walk (2) fr gerund of walk] 

'walking papers n pi chiefly NAm marching ordfrs infml 
‘walk-on n (sby who has) a small usu nonspeaking part in a dramatic 
production 

'walkout / owt/ n 1 STRIKE 3 2 the action of leaving a meeting or 
organization as an expression of protest 

walk out VI 1 to go on stnke 2 to depart suddenly often as an expression 
of protest 3 chiefly Br court 1 - often + with no longer in vogue walk 
out on to leave in the lurch abandon 

'walk over / ohva/ n an easily won contest also an advance from one 
round of a competition to the next without contest due to the withdrawal 
or absence of other entrants 

'walk- through n a perfunctory performance of a play or acting part (e g 
m an early stage of rehearsal) 

'walkway / way/ a a passage or platform for walking 
'well /wawl/ n 1 a usu upnght and solid structure, esp of masonry or 


concrete having considenbk height and length in relation to width and 
serving esp to divide enclose retain or support eg a a structure 
bounding a garden park or estate b any of the upright enclosing 
structures ol a room or house c Ri taininci wali d the suiiace of a wall 
</Ae ^ IS painted cream} 2 a material I lyer enclosing space (/At ~ of 
a container'^ 3 sthg resembling i wall c g a an almost vertical rock 
surface b sthg that acts as a barner or defence (^tariff -> [ME fr OF 
weall akin to MUG wall both fr a prehistoric WGmc word borrowed fr 
L vallum rampart tr vallus stake palisade akin to ON voir round stick 

1 \ol\ere to roll more at voll hi f] walled ^dj wall less adj wall like 
adj to the wall into a hopeless position (small businesses being driven 
to the wall by government polic v> up the wall Br into a stale of 
exasperation infml 

*wall vt la to protect or surround (as lO wHh a wall (a like ed in by 
mountains} b to separate or shut out (as lO by a wall < — td off half the 
house} 2a to immure b to close (an opening) (as lO with a wall USE ( ^) 
usu up waller n walling n 

wallaby /'wobbi/ n pi wallabies also esp iollectively wallaby any of 
various small or medium si/ed and usu less dull coloured kangaroos 
[wolaba native name in New South Wales Australia] 

Wallace's line /wolisiz/ n ^ hypothttical boundary sepiriting the 
charactcnstic Asiatic llora and fauna from that of Austialasia [Alfred 
Russel Wallace tl913 Br nitunlisl] 

wallah / wob/ n a person who dey s i specified type of w rk or performs 
a specified duty usu in combination infml the book w is an itinerant 
pcddltr George Orwell [Hindi wall man one in charge fr Ski pala 
protector akin to Skt piti he pre tects m ire it n r] 
wallaroo /wobroidi/ n pi wallaroos a euro [n hru native name in 
New South Wales Australia] 

wallboard /wawl bawd/ n a structural b)arding (f aiiv M v irnus 
materials (eg wood pulp gypsum (r plastic) used esp for sheathing 
intenor walls and ceilings 

wallet /wolit/ n 1 a holder f )r paper m incy usu with compartments 
for other items (e g credit cards and st imps) 2 a fl it e ise ir f Ider a ~ 
of maps} [MF walet travelling bag] 

walleye / wawl le/ n 1 in eye with a whitish ms ir i paque white (area 
in the) cornea 2 (a squint mirke'd by) an eyt that turns oulwirds 
[back formation fr w illeyed by folk etymohgy fr MF wawil et,hed pir! 
trans of ON vagi eygr fr vig/ beim kh st eyed] walleyed 

adj 

wall fern n a polyp<yiy 

' wallflower / flowa/ n 1 any of several Old World perennial plants of 
the mustard family esp a hardy erect plint with showy fragrint flowers 

2 sby who from shyness or unpopulanty remmis m ihe sidelines of a 
social activity esp a woman who fails to get pirtners at a dance 
infml 

Walloon /woloohn/ n I a member of a chiefly Celtic French speaking 
people of S Belgium and adj lecnt parts c f Fnnce 2 the French dialect 
of the Walloons [MF Wallon idj & n of Gmc ongin prob akin to OHG 
Walah Celt Romm OF Wealh Celt Welshman more at wrisn] 
Walloon adj 

'wallop / wobp/ n 1 a powerful body blow f i nc h 2 seimetimes used 
intcrjectionally infml 2 emotional or psychologic tl force impact infml 

3 Br beer slang [MF gallop fr ONF walop fr waloptr to gallop] 
^wallop vt 1 to hit with force thrash 2 to beat by a wide margin trounce 

USh infml walloper n walloping n 
walloping / wobping/ adj large whopping infml 
'wallow /woloh/ VI I to roll or lie around lazily or luxunously (pigs 
— ing in mud} 2 to indulge oneself immoderately revel in <'-^ing in 
sentiment} 3 of a ship to struggle labonously in or through rough water 
broadly to pitch (ship --ed down the coast} [ME walwen fr OE 
wealwian to roll more at volubil] wtllower n 
'wallow 17 1 an act or instance of wallowing 2b a muddy or dusty area 
used by animals for wallowing b a depression formed (as lO by the 
wallowing of animals 

wall painting n (a) representational or decorative painting directly on 
(some surface in immediate contact with) a wall (c g in encaustic fresco 
or tempera) 

'wallpaper / paypa/ n decorative paper for the walls of a room 
'wallpapar vb to apply wallpaper to (the walls of a room) 
wall rock n rock through which a fault or vein runs 
wall rue n a small delicate spitenwort found esp on walls or clifls 
Wall Street n the influential financial interests of the US economy 
[Wall Street in New York City site of the New York Stock 
Exchange] 
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,wall*tO-'wall adj, of carpeting covcnng the whole floor of a room 
walnut /'wawl.nul/ n (an edible nut or the wood oO any of a genus of 
trees with richly grained wotxi used for cabinetmalcing and veneers [ME 
walnot, fr OE wealhhnulu, lit , foreign nut, fr Wealh Welshman, foreigner 
f hnutu nut - more at wiisn, nui] 

Wal'purgis .Night /val'pooagis/ n the eve of May Day on which, 
according to Germanic legend, witches gather in an annual ceremony 
[part trans of G walpurgisnacht, fr Walpurgis St Walburga t777 E saint 
whose feast day falls on May Day ^ G nacht night] 
walrus /'wawirss/ /», pi walruses, esp collectively walrus either of 2 large 
sea mammals of northern seas, related to the seals, and hunted for their 
tough heavy hide, ivory tusks, and the oil yielded by the blubber [D. of 
Scand ongin; akin to Dan & Norw hvalros walrus, ON rosmhvair] 
.walrus mou'Stache n a thick moustache that dr(y>ps down at each 
side 

^waltz /wawlts/ « (music for or in the tempo oO a ballroom dance in ; 
time with strong accent on the first beat [G waher fr walzen to roll, 
dance, fr OHG walzan to turn, roll more at wilur] 

‘waltz VI 1 to dance a wait/ 2 to move along in a lively or confident 
manner 3 to proceed easily oi boldly, bree/e ('-ed through his finah} 

- vt I to dance a wait/ with <; - ed her ro^.id the room ^ 2 to grab and 
lead (eg a person) unceremoniously, march usu * off IISE {vi 2&X 
\t 2) infml - waltzer n 

wampum /'wompam/ n beads of polished shells strung together and 
used by N American Indians as money and ornaments [short for 
wampumpeag, fr Nariaganset wampompeag, fr wampan white • api 
string t -ag, pi suffix] 

wan /won/ adj -nn- U suggestive of poor health, pallid b lacking vitality, 
feeble 2 of hgh' dim. faint [ME. fr Oh. dark, livid] - wanly adv, 
wanness n 

wand /wond/ n a slender rod a carried as a sign of office b used by 
conjurers and magicians [ME, slender stick, fr ON vondr, akin to Oh 
windan to wind, twist more at *wiNn] 
wander /'wonda/ vi 1 to go or travel idly or aimlessly acros\ the 
room, 1 to follow or extend along a winding course, meander (^road 
across the plain 3a to deviate (as lO from a course, stray <c>a ^ ed Irom 
the page > b to lose concentration, stray m thought {as the lecturer droned 
on, the student’s mind began to ^ / c to think or sjveak incoherently or 
illogically '"as the fevet worsened, the patient began to ^ vt to roam 
over <^cd the hillside in search of shelter/ [ME wandren, fr Oh 
wandrian, akin to MHG vsandern to wander, OE windan to wind, twist] 

- wander n, wanderer n 

'wandering /'wondanng/ n 1 a going about from place to place 2 
movement away from the proper or usual course or place USE often pi 
with sing meaning 

‘wandering adj 1 winding, meandering {a ~ course) 2 not keeping a 
rational or sensible course <- thoughts) 3 nomadic <~ tribes) 
.Wandering 'Jew n 1 a Jew of medieval legend condemned by Christ 
to wander over the earth till Christ’s second coming 2 not cap W cither 
of 2 trailing or creeping plants with showy often whitc-stnped foliage 
wanderlust /'wonda,lusi/ n eager longing for or impulse towards 
travelling [G. fr tandem to wander * lust desire, pleasure] 
wanderoo /.wonda'rooh/ n, pi wanderoos 1 a put pie-faced langur of Sn 
Lanka 2 a macaque of the Indian subcontinent [Sinhalese vanduru, pi 
of vandura, fr Skt vanara monkey, fr vanar-, vana forest, akin to Av vana 
forest] 

'wane /wayn/ w 1 to decrease m size or extent, dwindle eg a of the 
moon, satellites, etc to diminish in phase or intensity b of light or colour 
to become less brilliant, dim 2 to fall gradually from power, ; . 'spcrity, 
or influence; decline (ME wanen, fr OE wanian, akin to OHG wanon to 
wane, OE wan wanting, deficient, L vanus empty, vain] 

‘wane n la the act or pnxess of waning b a time of waning, specif the 
penod from full phase of the moon to the new moon 2 a defect in prepared 
timber characten/cd by bark or lack of wood at a comer or edge - waney, 
wany adj - on the wane in a state of decline, waning 
wangle /'wang-gi/ vt wangling /'wang gling/ 1 to adjust or manipulate 
for personal or fraudulent ends 2 to bring about or get by devious means 
an invitation') USE infml (perh alter of waggle] - wangler n 
wank /wangk/ vi, Br to masturbate - vulg [ongin unknown] - 
wank n 

Wankel engine /'wangki/ n a rotary internal-combustion engine that 
has an eccentncally mounted rounded triangular rotor functioning as a 
piston and rotating in a space in the engine, and that has only 2 major 
moving parts [Felix Wankel b 1902 G engineer] 


wanker /'wangka/ n 1 one who masturbates ~ vulg 2 a foolish or 
superficial fellow - slang 

'want /wont/ vt 1 to fail to possess, esp in customary or required amount, 
lack (his answer ^s courtesy) 2a to have a desire for (,he -^s to go) b 
to have an inclination to, like {say what you ^ , he is efficient) 3a to have 
need of. require (the room ^ s decorating) b to suffer from the lack of, 
need (thousands still ~ food and shelter) 4 to wish or demand the 
presence of (the boss -^syou) 5 ought - - to and infinitive (y^ou ^ to 
see a doctor about that cold) ^vi I to be deficient or short by a specified 
amount (it 3 minutes to 12) 2 to be needy or destitute 3 to have need, 
be lacking in the specified respect {never ^ s for fnends) 4 chiefly NAm 
to desire to come or go < out of the syndicate) [MEVan/en, fr ON 
vanta, akin to OE wan deficient] 

‘want n la the quality or state of lacking sthg required or usual ( he suffers 
from a of gtxxJ sense) b extreme poverty 2 sthg wanted, a need 
{supply your - s> 

wanting /'wonting/ adj 1 not present or in evidence, absent 2a not up 
to the required standard or expectation (a candidate tested and found - > 
b lacking in the specified ability or capacity, deficient {^ in grati- 
tude) 

'wanton /'wont(3)n/ adj 1 mischievous 2 sexually unbridled, promiscu- 
ous 3 having no just foundation or provocation, malicious indiffer- 
ence to the needs of others) 4 uncontrolled, unbndled (^ inflation) 5 
luxuriant, lavish - now chiefly poetic [ME, fr wan- deficient, wrong, mis- 
(fr OE. fr wan deficient) v towen, pp of teen to draw, tram, discipline, 
fr OE teon - more at low] - wantonly adv, wantonness n 
‘wanton n a wanton person, esp a lewd or lascivious woman 
wapentake /'wopantayk. 'wapan-/ n a former subdivision of some 
English shires corresponding to a hundred [ME, fr OE wxpentsec, fr ON 
vapnatak act of grasping weapons, fr vapn weapon i tak act of grasping, 
fr taka to take, prob fr the brandishing of weapons as an expression of 
approval when the chief of the wapentake entered upon his office - more 

at WFAPON, takf] 

wapiti /'wopiti/ n. pi wapitis, esp collectively wapiti an Amencan deer 
similar to the European red deer but larger [of Algonquian ongin, akin 
to Crec wapitew white, whitish, fr its white rump and tail] 

'war /waw/ n 1 a stale or penod of usu open and declared armed hostile 
conflict between states or nations 2 a struggle between opposing forces 
or for a particular end {a ^ against disease) [ME werre, fr ONF, of Gmc 
origin, akin to OHG werra stnfe, akin to OHG werran to confuse, L 
verrere to sweep] 

‘war vt -rr- 1 to engage in warfare 2a to be in active or vigorous conflict 
b to Ic opposed or inconsistent <^ring principles) 

'warblw ''wawbl/ vb warbling /'wawbling. 'wawbl ing/ vi to sing or sound 
in a t; iMng manner or with many turns and variations - vt to render 
musically, esp in an ornamented or trilling manner [ONF werbler, fr 
werble tune, modulation, of Gmc origin, akin to MHG wirbel whirl, 
tuning peg. OHG wirhil whirlwind - more at whiri ] - warble n 
‘warble n (a swelling under the hide of cattle, horses, etc caused by) the 
maggot of a warble fly [perh of Scand origin, akin to obs Sw varbulde boil, 
fr var pus + bulde swelling] - warbled adj 

'warble .fly n any of various 2'Winged flies whose larvae live under the 
.skin of various mammals and cause swellings 
warbler /'wawbb/ n any of numerous small Old World birds (eg a 
whitethroai) which are related to the thrushes and many of which are 
noted songsters ['warbii: f ^-er] 

'war bride n a woman who marries a (foreign) serviceman met dunng 
a time of war 

'war .chest u a fund accumulated to finance a war 
'war .crime n a crime (eg genocide or maltreatment of pnsoners) 
committed during or in connection with war - war criminal n 
'war .cry n 1 a cry used dunng charging or rallying by a body of fighters 
in war 2 a slogan used esp to rally people to a cause 
ward /wawd/ n 1 the inner court of a castle or fortress 2 a division of 
a prison or hospital 3 a division of a city or town for electoral or 
administrative purposes 4 a projecting ndge of metal in a lock casing or 
keyhole allowing only a key with a corresponding notch to operate, also 
a corresponding notch on a key 5 a person under guard, protection, or 
surveillance; esp one under the care or control of a legal guardian {^ of 
court) [ME, fr OE weard act of watching or guarding; akin to OHG 
warfa act of watching, OE wanan to beware of. guard - more at ‘ware] 
- warded adj 

'-ward /-wo^/ also 'Warda /-wood// suffix ( - adj) 1 facing or tending 
in (such) a direction {homeward) {northward) 2 occumng or situated 
in (such) a direction </e/hvard> [-ward fr ME, fr OE -weard: akin to 
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OHO -wart, -wert ward, L vertcre lo turn, -wards fr -wards, adv suffix 
- more at worth) 

’•ward suffu ( - adv), chiefly NAm -wards (ME, fr OE -weard, fr -weard, 
adj suffix] 

War .dance n a dance performed esp by pnmitive peoples as preparation 
for battle or in celebration of victory 

warden /'wawd( 9 )n/ n 1 one having care or charge of sthg, a guardian 
2 the governor of a town, distnet, or fortress 3 an official charged with 
special supervisory duties or with the enforcement of specified laws or 
regulations <^aine > (air-raid ^ > (^traffic ^ > 4 any of various Bntish 
college officials 5 NAm a pnson governor [ME wardem, fr ONE, fr 
warder to guard, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG warten to watch] - 
wardcnahip n 

Warder /'wawda/, fern wardress /wawdns/ n \ Br a pnson guard 2 
archaic a watchman, guard [ME, one who guards a gate, fr AF wardere, 
fr warde act of guarding, of Gmc ongin, akin to OHG warta act of 
watching] - wardership n 

’warder n a staff formerly used by a king or commander in chief to signal 
orders [ME, perh fr warden to guard] 

ward off vt to deflect, avert [ward (to guard), fr ME warden, fr OE 
weardian, akin to OHG warten to watch, ON vartha to guard. OE weard 
ward] 

wardrobe /'waw.drohb/ n 1 a room or (movable) cupboard, esp fitted 
with shelves and a rail or pegs, where clothes are kept 2a a collection of 
clothes (e g belonging to 1 person) b a collection of stage costumes and 
accessones 3 the department of a royal or noble household entrusted with 
the care of clothes, jewels, and personal articles [ME warderohe, fr ONF, 
fr warder to guard v robe robe] 

wardroom /‘wawdroohm, room/ n the space in a warship allotted to 
the commissioned officers excepting the captain 
-warda /-woodi/ suffix ( • adv) ] in (such) a spatial or temporal 
direction <u/7wards> <a/ierwards> 2 towards (such) a point, position or 
place <ea/TAwards) [ME, fr OE weardes, gen sing neut of -weard, adj 
suffix - more at '-ward] 

wardship /wawdship/ n 1 care and protection of a ward, tutelage 2 
being un Jer a guardian 

Wars /wea/ vt to beware of - used chiefly as a command to hunting 
animals [ME waran, fr OE wanan akin to OHG biwaron to protect, OE 
waer aware] 

’ware n la manufactured articles or products of art or craft, goods - often 
in combination <r/nware> b pi goods for sale 2 articles of fired clay esp 
a specified make of pottery or china ^Parian > [ME, fr OE want, akin 
lo MHG ware ware, k prob to OE wxr aware] 
warahouse /wes.hows/ vt or n (to deposit, store, or stock in) a 
structure or room for the storage of merchandise or commodities - 
warehouscr /-»/ n 

Wara, houseman / man/ n one who controls or works in a ware 
house 

warfare /'wawfea/ n 1 hostilities, war 2 struggle, conflict [ME, fr 
werre, warre war » fare journey, passage - more at Yare] 
warfarin /'wawfann/ n a synthetic compound that is used in medicine 
to prevent the blood clotting (e g in the treatment of thrombosis) and is 
also used as a rodent poison [ITisconsin Alumni /Research Foundation 
(its patentee) 4 coumann] 

'war ,gama n 1 an exercise or simulated battle to test military ability 
2 an enactment of a conflict in miniature using counters or models to 
represent the combatants - wargamlng n 

warhaad /'waw,hed/ n the section of a missile containing the explosive, 
chemical, or incendiary charge 

‘war-.horaa n 1 a powerful horse used in war 2 a veteran soldier or 
public figure 3 a work of art (e g a musical composition) that has become 
hackneyed from repetition in the standard repertoire 
'warlike /-.liek/ adj 1 fond of war 2 of or useful in war 3 hostile 
warlock /'wawlok/ n a man practising black magic, a sorcerer [ME 
warloghe, fr OE wterloga one who breaks faith, the Devil, fr waer faith, 
troth i -hga (fir leogan to lie), akin to OE waer true - more at very, 
ie) 

warlord /'waw.lawd/ n a supreme military leader 
'warm /wawm/ adj la having or giving out heat to a moderate or 
adequate degree <a ^ bathy, also expenencing heat to this degree <are 
you «« enough?^ b serving to maintain or preserve heat, esp to a 
satisfactory degree <a sweater') c feeling or causing sensations of heat 
brought about by strenuous exertion <a chmb') 2a marked by enthusi- 
asm, cordial <a ^ welcome) b marked by exatement, disagreement, or 
anger <a ^ debate) 3 affectionate and outgoing in temperament <a 


personality) 4 dangerous, hostile 5 of a trail, scent, etc newly made fresh 
6 of a colour producing an impression of being warm, specif in the range 
yellow to red 7 near to a goal, object, or solution sought - chiefly in 
children's games [MF. fr OE wearm akin to OHG warm warm, L 
fomius, Gk thermos warm hot] - warmish adj, warmness n, warmly 
adv 

’warm vt 1 to make warm 2 to infuse with a feeling of love, fnendship, 
well being, or pleasure 3 to reheat (cooked food) for eating - often 4 up 
in Br or over in NAm vi 1 to become warm 2 lo become filled with 
interest, enthusiasm, or affection - v to or towards (did not to the 
newcomer) ( - ing to his theme) warm the cockles of one*s heart to 
make one happy cheer, encourage 

’warm n I an act of getting or making warm (come to the fire for a > 

2 Br d warm place or state (sit here in the ) 
warm-blooded adj 1 having a relatively high and constant body 
temperature more or less independent of the environment - compare 
coLD-BLooDFD 2 fervent or ardent in spirit warm-bloodcdness n 
warm 'front n an advancing edge of a warm air mass 
warm'hearted / 'hahtid/ adj marked by ready affection cordiality 
generosity, or sympathy warmheartedly adv, warmheartedness n 
'warming .pan /"wawming/ n a usu long handled flat covered pan (e g 
of brass) filled with hot coals formerly used to warm a bed 
warmonger /'wawmungga/ n one who attempts to stir up war 
warmongering n 

warmth /wawmth/ n the quality or state of being warm a in temperature 
b in feeling (a child needing human ^ ; 

'warm- up n the act or an instance of warming up also a procedure (c g 
a set of exercises) used in warming up 
warm up vi I to engage in exercise or practice esp before entenng a 
game or contest broadly lo get ready 2 hdt ip ^vt mot i p esp to put 
(an audience) into a receptive mcxxl (eg before a show) esp by telling 
jokes, singing, etc 

warn /wawn/ vt la to give notice lo beforehand esp of danger or evil 
^ them of the floods; b to gne admonishing advice to counsel 
them not to open the door) do notify inform themofmy muntions 
2 to order to go or stay away - often t ofl or away ^ n to give a warning 
(ME wamen, fr OE wamian akin lo OHG wamon to take heed OE wasr 
careful, aware - more at wary] - warner n 
warning /'wawning/ 17 sthg that warns alsouoimik lb [warn + ' ino] 
warning adj, warningly adv 

warning coloration n an animal s conspicuous colouring that warns 
' off potential enemies 

.war of attrition n a war of little movement in which the side with the 
largest reserves (e g of men and supplies) gains the victory 
‘War Office n the former British Government department in charge of 
the army - now part of the Ministry of Defence 
.war of 'nerves n (a conflict charactenzed by) the use of psychological 
tactics (e g bluff, threats, or intimidation) designed to destroy the enemy s 
morale 

'warp /wawp/ /! la a senes of yams extended lengthways in a loom and 
crossed by the weft b the cords forming the carcass of a pneumatic tyre 
2 a rope for warping a ship or boat 3 sediment deposited by (standing) 
water 4 « a twist or curve that has developed in sthg formerly flat or 
straight (a in a door panef) b a mental twist or aberration [ME, fr 
OE wearp, akin to OHG warf warp, ON verpa lo throw (4) ^warp] - 
warpage n 

’warp vt la to turn or twist (e g planks) out of shape, esp out of a plane 
b to cause to think or act wrongly pervert 2 to arrange (yams) so as to 
form a warp 3 to manoeuvre (e g a ship) by hauling on a line attached 
to a flxed object vi 1 to become warped 2 to tnove a ship by warping 
[ME warpen, fr OE weorpan to throw, akin to ON verpa to throw, Gk 
rhembem to whirl, (vt 2) ME warpen, fr “warp, (vt i) 'warp] - 
warper n 

'war .paint n 1 paint put on the body by N Antencan Indians as a sign 
of going to war 2 ceremonial dress regalia 3 cosmetics USE i2A3) 
infml 

'war .party n a group of N American Indians going on a warlike 
expedition 

warpath ^waw.pahth/ n the route taken by a war party of N Amencan 
Induins - dn the warpath pursuing an angry or hostile course, taking or 
starting to take action in a struggle or conflict 
'warp ,baam n a roller on which the warp is wound for a loom 
.warp-'knittedaitf pro<1ticed m machine knitting with the yarns running 
in a lengthways direction 

warplane /'waw.playn/ n an (armed) military aircraft 
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'warrant /'worani/ n la a sanction, authonzation; also evidence for or 
token of authonzation b a guarantee, security c a ground, justification. 
aJso proof <Ajs asserlion ivas totally without > 2 a commission or 
document giving authority e g a a document authonzing sby to receive 
money or other consideration (^travel b a document authonzing an 
officer to make an arrest, a search, etc c an official certificate of 
appointment issued to a noncommissioned officer d(l) a short-term 
obligation of a governmental body (c g a municipality) issued in anticipa- 
tion of revenue (2) a document issued by a company giving to the holder 
the right to purchase the capital stock of the company at a stated pnee 
either pnor to a stipulated date or at any future time [ME. protector, 
warrant, fr ONF warant, modif of a Gmc noun represented by OHG 
werento guarantor, fr prp of weren to warrant, akin to OHG wara trust, 
care - more at vkry] - warrantless adj 
’warrant vt 1 to declare or maintain with certainty <777 ^ he'll be here 
by noon} 2 to guarantee to be as represented 3 to give sanction to <//ie 
Jaw -s this procedure} 4a to prove or declare the authenticity or truth 
of b to give assurance of the nature of or for the undertaking of; guarantee 
5 to serve as or give adequate ground or reason for (^the situation s 
dramatic action} [ME warranten, fr ONF warantir, fr warant] ~ warrant- 
able adj, warrantor /-taw, -ta/, warranter n 
warrantee /.woran'tee/ n sby to whom a warranty is made 
'warrant .officer n rank 
warrant officer first class n rank 
warrant officer second class n rank 
warranty /'woranti/ n 1 a collateral undertaking that a fact regarding 
the subject of a contract is or will be as declared 2 sthg that authon/cs. 
supports, or justifies, a warrant 3 a usu written guarantee of the 
soundness of a product and of the maker's responsibility for repair or 
replacement {ME Udmiine, fr ONF, fi warantir to warrant] 
warren /'woran/ n 1 an area of ground (or a structure) where rabbits 
breed 2a a crowded tenement or distnet b a ma/c of narrow passageways 
or cubbies, broadly anything intncate or confused (ME warenne land 
reserved for breeding game (esp rabbits), fr ONF] 
warrior /‘won a/ n a man engaged or cxpenenced in warfare [ME 
wernour, fr ONF werreieur, fr werrewr to make war, fr werre war] 
warship /'waw,ship/ n an (anned) ship for use in warfare 
wart /wawt/ n 1 a homy projection on the skin, usu of the hands or feet, 
caused by a virus, also u protuberance, esp on a plant, resembling this 2 
an ugly or objectionable man or boy - chiefly Br schoolboy slang 3 a 
blemish - often in warts and all [ME, fr OE weartc, akin to OHG warza 
wart, L verruca] - warty adj 

warthog /'wawt, hog/ ri any of a genus of Afncan wild pigs with 2 pairs 
of rough warty lumps on the face and large protruding tusks 
wartime /'waw.ticm/ n a penod dunng which a war is in progress 
war-weary /'-,-, .-' -/ adj exhausted and dejected by prolonged war 
wary /‘wean/ adj marked by caution and watchful prudence in detecting 
and escaping danger [arch ware (conscious, cautious), fr ME war, ware, 
fr OE wter careful, aware, wary, akin to OHG giwar aware, attentive, L 
veren to fear, Gk horan to see] - warily adv, wariness n 
was /waz, strong woz/ past I & 3 sing of nt [ME, fr OE, I & 3 sing 
past indic of wesan to be, akin to ON vera to be, var was, Skt vasati he 
lives, dwells] 

'wash /wosh/ vt la to cleanse (as lO by the action of liquid (e g water) 
b to remove (e g dirt) by applying liquid 2 of an animal to cleanse (fur 
or a furry part) by licking or by rubbing with a paw moistened with saliva 
3a to flush or moisten (a body part or injury) with liquid b to suffuse with 
light c to pass water over or through, esp so as to carry off matcnal from 
the surface or intenor 4 to flow along, over, or against < waves ^ mg the 
shore} 5 to move, carry, or deposit (as lO by the force of water in -Motion 
(^houses ^ ed away by the flood} 6a to agitate (e g crushed ore) in water 
to separate valuable matenal; also to separate (particles) thus b to pass 
(e g a gas) through or over a liquid to carry off impunties or soluble 
components 7 to cover or daub lightly with a thin coating (c g of paint 
or varnish) 8 to cause to swirl mg coffee round in his cup} - vi la 
to wash oneself or a part of one's body b to wash articles; do the washing 
3“ SYMBOL 2 to bear washing without damage (does this dress ^ *'> 
3 to dnfl along on water 4 to pour or flow in a stream or current 5 to 
gam acceptance; inspire belief (hts story didn't ^ with me} (an interest- 
ing theory, but it just won't ^ > - infml [ME washen, fr OE wascan; akin 
to OHG waskan to wash, OE wxter water] - wash one’s hands of to 
disclaim interest in, responsibility for, or further connection with 
’wath n la (an instance oO washing or being washed b arUcles for 
washing c an area or structure equipped with facilities for washing a 
vehicle <a car ^ > 2 the surging action of waves 3a a piece of ground 


washed by the sea or river b a shallow body of water 4a worthless esp 
liquid waste; also swill b vapid writing or speech 5a a thin coat of paint 
(e g watercolour) b a thin liquid used for coating a surface (eg a wall) 

6 a lotion 7 loose or eroded surface soil, rock debns, etc transported and 
deposited by running water 8a backwash 1 b a disturbance in the air 
produced by the passage of an aircraft 

washable /'woshabi/ adj capable of being washed without damage 
SYMBOL - washability /-'bibti/ n 

'wash.basin /-.baysf3)n/ n a basin or sink usu connected to a water 
supply for washing the hands and face 

'wa8h,board /-.bawd/ n a corrugated board for scrubbing clothes on 
when washing 

washbowl /-.bohl/ n a washbasin 
'wash, cloth /-.kloth/ n, NAm fiannll 3 

wash down vt l to send downwards by action of a liquid, esp to 
facilitate the swallowing of (food) by taking gulps of liquid 2 to wash the 
whole surface of (washed down and scrubbed the front step} 

‘wash .drawing n (a) watercolour painting done (mainly) in washes, esp 
m black, white, and grey tones only 
,washed-'out adj 1 faded m colour 2 listless, exhausted » mfml 
.washed-'up adj no longer successful or useful, finished - mfml (all 
as a footballer at the age of 2d) 

washer /'wosha/ n 1 washing machine 2 a thin flat nng (e g of metal 
or leather) used to ensure tightness or prevent fnction m joints and 
assemblies ['wash - ^-ra] 

.washer-'up n, chiefly Br a person employed to wash up, a dishwasher 
- mfml 

‘washerwoman /-wooman/, masc 'washerman /-mm/ n a woman who 
takes in washing 

Washeteria /.wosha'tian a/ trademark - used for a launderette 
wash-hand basin n, Br a washbasin 

'wash, house /-.hows/ n a building used or equipped for washing 
clothes 

washing /'woshmg/ n articles, esp clothes, that have been or are to be 
washed [‘wash + --ing] 

'washing ma.chine n a machine for washing esp clothes and house- 
hold linen 

'washing ,soda n a transparent crystalline hydrated sodium carbon- 
ate 

.washing-'up n, chiefly Br the act or process of washing dishes and 
kitchen utensils, also the dishes and utensils to be washed 
'wash-, leather n a soft leather similar to chamois 
wash off vb to (cause to) disappear as the result of washtng 
'wash.out /-.owt/ n 1 the washing out or away of a road, railway line, 
etc by a 'a'ge amount of water; also a place where this has occurred 2 
a failure, fiasco 

wash out vt la to wash free of a usu unwanted substance (c g dirt) 
(wasi.ed the milk bottles out before putting them on the doorstep} b to 
remove (eg a stain) by washing (washed the tea stain out of the 
tablecloth} 2a to cause to fade by laundenng b to deplete the strength 
or vitality of (feeling very washed oul> ^ vi to become depleted of colour 
or vitality, fade 

'washroom /-j-oohm, -room/ n, NAm ioilei 2b - cuph 
'wash.stand /-.stand/ n a piece of furniture used, esp formerly, to hold 
a basin, jug, etc needed for washing one's face and hands 
'wash,tub /-.tub/ n a tub m which clothes are washed or soaked 
wash up VI 1 Br to wash used dishes and kitchen utensils, esp alter a 
meal 2 NAm to wash one's face and hands ^vt 1 to bnng into the shore 
(a dead whale was washed up on the sand} 2 Br to wash (the dishes and 
utensils) after a meal 

'wash, woman /-.wooman/ n, NAm a washerwoman 
washy /'woshi/ adj 1 weak, watery (^ tea} 2 deficient m colour; pallid 
3 lacking in vigour, individuality, or definite form - washiBeBS n 
wasn't /’woznt/ was not 

wasp /wosp/ n any of numerous largely flesh-eating slender narrow- 
waisted insects many of which have an extremely pamful sting, esp a very 
common social wasp with black and yellow stnpes defence [ME 
waspe, fr OE wieps, waespr, akin to OHG waf^ wasp, L vespa wasp, OE 
wefan to weave - more at weave] - wasplike adj 
WASP, Wasp /wosp/ n an Amencan of N European, esp Bntish, stock 
and of Protestant background; esp one in North Amenca considered to 
be a member of the dominant and most pnvileged class [white 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant) - Waspish adj» adj 

waspish /'wospish/ adj resembling a wasp in behaviour; esp snappish - 
waspishly adv, waspishness n 



was 


1104 


wasp waist n a very slender waist - wasp-waisted adj 
'wassail /'wosayl/ n 1 a toast to sby's health made in England in former 
times 2 waaaail, wassail bowl, wassail cup a liquor made of spiced ale or 
wine and oAen baked apples, and served m a large bowl, esp formerly, at 
Chnstma.s and other festive occasions 3 archaic revelry, carousing [ME 
wars hieil, fr ON ves hall be well, fr ves (impcr sing, of vera to be) *■ hall 
healthy > more at was. whoi e] 

^wassail vi l to carouse 2 dial Eng to sing carols from house to house 
at Christmas -- wassailer n 

‘Wassermann .test /'vahsaman, 'wahsaman/ n a test for the presence 
of a specific antibody in blood serum used in the detection of syphilis 
[August von Wassermann tl‘>25 G bactenologist] 
wast /wast, wost/ archaic past 2 vng of bf 

wastage /'waystij/ n la loss, decrease, or destruction of sthg (e g by use. 
decay, or leakage); esp wasteful or avoidable loss of sthg valuable b waste, 
refuse 2 reduction or loss in numbers (e g of employees or students), usu 
caused by individuals leaving or retiring voluntanly - esp in natural 
wastage 

'waste /wayst/ n la a sparsely settled, barren, or devastated region, a 
desert b uncultivated land c a broad and empty expanse (e g of water) 

2 wasting or being wasted 3 gradual loss or decrease by use. wear, or 
decay 4 damaged, defective, or superfluous material produced by a 
manufacturing process e g a matenal rejected dunng a textile manufac- 
tunng process and used usu for wiping away dirt and oil b fluid (e g 
steam) allowed to escape without being used 5 human or animal refuse 
[ME waste, wast, (I) fr ONF wast, fr wast, adj, desolate, waste, fr L 
vastus, akin to OHG wuosti desolate, waste. L vanus empty; (2-5) fr ME 
wasten to waste] 

’waste vt 1 to lay waste, devastate 2 to cause to be reduced in physical 
bulk or strength, enfeeble 3 to wear away gradually; consume 4 to spend 
or use carelessly or inefficiently; squander ■^‘Vi 1 to lose weight, strength, 
or vitality - often -f away 2 to become consumed gradually and esp 
wastefully [ME wasten, fr ONF waster, fr L vastare, fr vastus desolate, 
waste] - waste one’s breath to accomplish nothing by speaking 
*waste adj la uninhabited, desolate b not cultivated or used, not 
prodmtive energy') land} 2 ruined, devastated 3 discarded as 
refuse matenaf) 4 serving to conduct or hold refuse matenal, specif 
carrying off superfluous fluid pipe} (ME waste, wast, fr ONF 
wast] 

‘watte, basket /-.bahskit/ n wasiepaper raskei 

'waste ,bin n, Br a container for refuse, esp from a kitchen, also 

WASTFPAPFR BASKET 

wasted /waystid/ adj 1 laid waste, ravaged 2 impaired in strength or 
health; emaciated 3 unprofitably used, made, or expended effort} 
'wasteful Affa)!/ adj given to or marked by waste; prodigal - wastefully 
adv, wastefulness n 

'wasteland /-land, -land/ n 1 (an area of) barren or uncultivated land 
<a desert > 2 a desolate or barely inhabitable place or area 3 sthg (e g 
a way of life) that is spintually and emotionally dry or unsatisfying 
.waste'paper /-'paypa/ n paper discarded as used or unwanted 
.waste'paper .basket n a receptacle for refuse, esp wastepaper 
waste product n l debns resulting from a process (e g of manufacture) 
that IS of no further use to the system producing it 2 matenal (e g faeces) 
discharged from, or stored in an inert form in, a living body as a 
by-product of metabolic processes 

waster Awaysta/ n 1 one who spends or consumes extravagantly 
without thought for the future 2 a good-for-nothing, idler ['wastf 
+ ’-er] 

wasting Awaysting/ adj undergoing or causing decay or loss of strength 
diseases such as tuberculosis} - wastingly adv 
wastrel Awaystral/ n 1 a vagabond, waif 2 a wa.ster [irreg fr 
^wasre] 

'watch /woch/ vi 1 to remain awake during the night, esp in order to 
keep vigil < by his bedside} 2a to be attentive or vigilant; wait /or < ed 
for a chance to get her revenge} b to keep guard <'^ over their flocks} 

3 to be closely observant of an event or action '-•vt 1 to keep under 
protective guard 2a to observe closely, esp in order to check on action 
or change (.being •^ed by the police} b to look at (an event or moving 
scene) television} < ^ ed //te train till it went out of sight} 3a to take 
care of; tend <'^ the baby} b to be careful of <^es his diet} c to take 
care that you don't spill it} 4 to be on the alert for; bide <^ed his 
opportunity} [ME wacchen, fr OE wieccan - more at wake ] - watcher 
n > wateh it to be careful; look out - watch one's step to proceed with 
extreme care; act or talk warily - watch over to have charge of. 
superintend 


’watch n la the act of keeping awake or alert to guard, protect, or attend 
(kept ^ by the patient's bedside} (kept a close ^ on his movements} b 
a state of alert and continuous attention. Iixikout 2 a wakeful interval 
during the night - usu pi (the silent ^es of the night} 3 a watchman, 
also, sing or pi in constr a bt>dy of watchmen, specif those formerly 
assigned to patrol the streets of a town at night 4a a period of keeping 
guard b(l) a period of time during which a part of a ship's company is 
on duty while another pari rests (2) sing or pi in constr the part of a ship’s 
company on duty during a particular watch S a small portable timepiece 
powered esp by a spnng or battery and usu worn on a wrist - on the watch 
on (he alert 

‘watch-, case n the outside metal case covering the mechanism of a 
watch 

'watch com.mittee n a British local government committee that 
formerly supervised police di.icipline and public order 
'watch, dog /-.dog/ n I a dog kept to guard property 2 a person or 
group (eg a committee) that guards against inefficiency, undesirable 
practices, etc 

'watchful /-f(i)l/ adj carefully observant or attentive, on fhf waich 
(kept a eye on the pniceedings'> watchfully adv, watchfulness n 
'watch,glas8 /-,glahs/ n a tiansparent cover protecting the face of a 
watch 

watching brief AwtKhing/ n instructions to a barrister to follow a case 
on behalf of sby not directly involved, broadly observation of proceedings 
on behalf of another 

‘watch,making /-.maykmg/ n the making or repairing of watches or 
clocks - watchmaker n 

'watchman /-man/ n , pi watchmen sby who keeps watch, a guard c'a 
night ^} 

'watch .night, 'watch night .service n a devotional service lasting until 
after midnight, esp on New Year’s Kve 
watch out VI I to be on the lookout for 2 to be caieful, lake care - often 
imper 

'watch, tower /-.towa/ n a tower from which a kmkout can keep 
watch 

'watch, word /-.wuhd/ n 1 a word or phrase used as a sign of recogni- 
tion among members of the same gioup - compare password I 2 a motto 
that embodies a guiding pnnciple 

'water Awawta/ n la the colourless ixlourless Iic|uid that descends from 
the clouds as ram, forms streams, lakes, and seas, is a major constituent 
of all living matter, and is an oxide of hydrogen which freeit's at 0“C and 
boils at 100*C b a natural mineral water - usu pl with sing meaning 
(went to Bath to take the -s> 28(1) pl the water occupying or flowing 
in a particular bed (the —s of the Nile} (2) chiefly Br a btxly of water 
(eg a river or lake) (Derwent ~> b(I) p/ a stretch of sea surrounding 
and controlled by a country (terntonal ~ s> (2) the sea of a siiecified part 
of the earth - often pl with sing meaning (in tropical ^s> c a water 
supply (threatened to turn off the '^} 3 travel or transport by water <we 
went by 4a the level of water at a specified stale of the tide - compare 
HIGH watfr, low WATER b the suifacc of the water (swam under 

5 liquid containing or resembling water eg a a pharmaceutical or 
cosmetic preparation (c g a toilet water) made with water b a watery 
solution of a gaseous or readily volatile substance (ammonia ^ ) e a 
watery fluid (e g tears, unne, or sap) formed or circulating in a living body 

6 degree of excellence <a scholar of the first - > 7 a wavy lustrous pattern 
(e g of a textile) (ME, fr OE wxter, akin to OHG wazrar water, Gk 
hydor, L unda wave] - waterless adj - water uider the bridge past events 
which It IS futile to attempt to alter 

’water vt 1 to moisten, spnnkle, or soak with water the garden} 2a 
to supply with water for dnnk the horses} b to supply water to <- 
a ship} 3 to be a source of water for (land 'yed by the Thames} 4 to 
impart a lustrous appearance and wavy pattem to (cloth) by caiendenng 
<~cdsi/it> 5a to dilute (as lO by the addition of water the programme 

to suit the Radicals - The Times} - often v- down b to add to the total 
par value of (secunties) without a corresponding addition to the assets 
represented by the secunties --vi 1 to form or secrete water or watery 
matter (e g tears or saliva) 2a to take on a supply of water b of an animal 
to dnnk’ water - waterer n 

'water .bailiff n, Br an official employed to enforce bylaws relating to 
(waters used for) angling 

'water .bad n a bed with a water-filled plastic or rubber mattress 
'water .biscuit n an unsweetened biscuit made with flour and water 
'water .blister n a blister with a clear watery content that does not 
contain pus or blood 
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'water .bloom n an accumulation of (blue-green) algae at or near the 
surface of a body of water 

'water 'boatman n any of vanous aquatic bugs that swim on their 
backs 

'waterborne /-.bawn/ adj supported or earned by water com- 
merce)(^'^ infection^ 

'water, buck /-,buk/ n, pi waterbucks, esp collectively waterbuck any of 
vanous Old World antelopes that commonly frequent streams or wet 
areas 

'water .buffalo n an often domesticated Asiatic buffalo 
'water .cannon n a device for shooting out a let of water with great force 
(e g to disperse a crowd) 

'water .cart n a cart or truck equipped with a tank or barrels for hauling 
or spnnkling water 

'water .chestnut n 1 (any of a genus of aquatic plants with) an edible 
nutlike 4-pronged fruit 2 (the edible tuber oO any of several Asian 
sedges 

'water .clock n an instrument designed to measure time by the fall or 
flow of water 

'water .closet n (a room or structure containing) a toilet with a bowl 
that can be flushed with water 

'water, colour /-.kub/ n 1 a paint made from pigment mixed with water 
rather than oil 2 (a work produced by) the art of painting with water- 
colours 

'water-, cool vt to cool by means of esp circulating water <a ^ed 
enginey 

'watercourse /-.kaws/ n (a natural or man-made channel for) a stream 
of water 

'watercraft /-krahft/ n, pi watercraft 1 skill in handling boats, sailing, 
etc 2 a vessel Ibi water transport 

'watercress /-.kres/ n any of several cresses of wet places widely grown 
for use in salads 

'water-di.virter n, chiefly Br one who searches for water using a divining 
rod, a dowser 

.watered-'down adj modified or reduced in force or effectiveness fa 
version of the onginah 

'waterfall /-,fawl/ n a vertical or steep descent of the water of a nver 
or stream ofography 

'water-,finder n. chiefly NAni a water-divmer, dowser 
'water ,flea n any of various small active dark or bnghtly coloured 
aquatic crustaceans 

'waterfowl /-,fowl/ n. pi waterfowls, e\p collectively waterfowl 1 a 
bird, esp a duck, that frequents water 2 pi swimming game birds (e g 
duck) as distinguished from upland game birds (e g grouse) 
'waterfront /-.frunt/ n land or a section of a town fronting or bordenng 
on a body of water 

'water .gas n a poisonous inflammable gaseous mixture that consists 
chiefly of carbon monoxide and hydrogen, is usu made by blowing air and 
then steam over red-hot coke or coal, and is used esp as a fuel 
'water .gate n 1 a gate giving access to a body of water 2 a flood- 
gate 

'water .gauge n an instrument that indicates the height of water, esp 
in a steam boiler, aho pressure expressed in terms of the depth of 
water 

'water .glass n I an open box or tube with a glass bottom used for 
examining objects under water 2 a solution of sodium or potassium 
silicate used esp as a cement, as a protective coating and fireproofing 
agent, and in preserving eggs 

'water .hammer n a (sound oO concussion of moving water against the 
sides of a containing pipe or vessel 

'water .hazard n an open watercourse (e g a pond or ditch) on a golf 
course 

.water 'hemlock n cowbane 

‘water .hen n any of various birds (e g a coot or moorhen) related to the 
rails 

'water .hole n a natural hollow m which water collects, used esp by 
animals as a dnnking place 

.water 'hyacinth n a showy S \merican floating aquatic plant that 
often clogs waterways in warm regions 
'water .ice n a frozen dessert of water, sugar, and flavounng 
'watering .can /’wawt( 9 )ring/ n a vessel having a handle and a long 
spout often fitted with a rose, used for watenng plants 
'watering .place n 1 a place where water may be obtained; esp one 
where animals, esp livestock, come to drink 2 a health or recreational 
resort featunng mineral spnngs or bathing; esp a spa 


'water .jacket n an outer casing which holds water or through which 
water circulates, esp for cooling 

'water .Jump n an obstacle (e g in a steeplechase) consisting of a pool 
or ditch of water 

‘water .level n 1 the level reached by the surface of a body of water 2 

WAFER TABI F 

'water .lily n any of a family of aquatic plants with floating leaves and 
usu showy colourful flowers 

'waterline /-.hen/ n the level on the hull of a vessel to which the surface 
of the water comes when it is afloat, also any of several lines marked on 
the hull to correspond with this level 

'waterlogged /-.logd/ adj filled or soaked with water < ^ soify, specif, 
of a vessel so filled with water as to be (almost) unable to float ['water 
f log (to cause to become like a log)] - waterlog vt 
Waterloo /.wawu'looh/ n, pi waterloos ofien cap a decisive defeat 
[Waterloo, village in Belgium, scene of Napoleon’s defeat by Bntish A. 
Prussian armies in 1815] 

'water .main n a major pipe for conveying water 
‘waterman /-man/ n a man who works on or near water or who engages 
in water recreations; esp a boatman whose boat and services are available 
for hire 

''water.mark /-.mahk/ n 1 a mark indicating the height to which water 
has risen 2 (the design or the metal pattern producing) a marking in paper 
visible when the paper is held up to the light 
^watermark vt to mark (paper) with a watermark 
'water .meadow n a meadow kept fertile by a regular influx of water 
(c g from the flooding of a bordenng nver) 

‘watermelon /-.mebn/ n (an Afncan climbing plant of the cucumber 
family that bears) a large oblong or roundish fruit with a hard green often 
stnped or vanegated nnd, a sweet watery pink pulp, and many seeds 
'water .mill n a mill whose machinery is moved by water 

FNFRGY 

water of crystallization n water of hydration present in many 
crystallized sul»tances that is usu essential for maintenance of a pamcular 
crystal structure 

.water of hy'dration n water that is chemically combined with a 
substance to form a hydrate and can be expelled (e g by heating) without 
essentially allenng the composition of the substance 
'water .ouzel n dipper 2 
'water .parting n. chiefly NAm watershed 1 
'water .pepper n an annual plant of wet places with extremely aend 
peppery juice 

'water pipe n t a pipe for conveying water 2 a large chiefly onental 
smokiurf apparatus consisting of a bowl containing tobacco or other 
smoking i^.itenal mounted on a vessel of water through which smoke is 
drawn and c(X>led before reaching the mouth 
'water .pistol n a toy pistol designed to shoot a jet of liquid 
.wat«r 'plantain n any of a genus of marsh or aquatic plants with acrid 
juice 

'water .polo n a game played in water by teams of 7 swimmers using a 
ball that is thrown or dnbbled with the object of putting it into a goal 
'waterpower /-.powa/ n the power derived from movement of a body 
of water, also a fall of water suitable for such use 
^'water.pi oof /-.proohf/ adj impervious to water; esp covered or treated 
with a matenal to prevent passage of water - wBterproofDess n 
‘waterproof n (a garment made oO waterproof fabnc 
‘waterproof vr to make waterproof - waterproofer n, waterproof* 
ing n 

'water .rail n a Furasian rail with olive brown upper parts, conspicuous 
black and white bars on the flanks, and a long red bill 
'water .rat n water vole 

'water .rate n the charge made to a Bntish householder for the use of 
the public water supply 

'water-re.pellent adj treated with a finish that is resistant but not 
impervious to penetration by water 
'water-re,ai8tant adj water-repellent 

'water .scorpion n any of numerous aquatic bugs with the abdomen 
extended into a long breathing tube 

'watershed /-.shed/ n 1 a dividing ndge between 2 drainage areas 
geography 2 a crucial turning point 
'water.side /-.sied/ n the margin of a body of water 
'water, eider /-.sieda/ n, Austr A NZ a docker 
'water .ski n a board used singly or in pairs for standing on and planing 
over water while being towed at speed - watereki vi, water-alder n 
'water*,skiing n the sport of planing and jumping on water skis 
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'wat^r-.softener n a substance or device for softening hard water 
'water .spaniel n a rather large spaniel with a heavy curly coat, used 
esp for retneving waterfowl 

'waterspout /-.spowt/ n a funnel-shaped column of rotating wind usu 
extending from the underside of a cumulus or cumulonimbus cloud down 
to a cloud of spray tom up from the surface of a sea, lake, etc 
'water sup, ply n the source, means, or process of supplying water (e g 
to a town or house), usu including reservoirs, tunnels, and pipelines 
'water .system n a nver with its tributanes 
'water .table n the level below which the ground is wholly saturated 
with water 

'watertight /-.tiet/ adj l of such tight construction or fit as to be 
impermeable to water 2 esp of an argument impossible to disprove, 
without loopholes 3 isolated from other ideas, influences, etc; discrete 
(experiences cannot be divided into — compartments) - watertight- 
ness n 

'water .tower n 1 a tower supporting a raised water tank to provide the 
necessary steady pressure to distnbute water 2 a fire fighting apparatus 
that can supply water at vanous heights and at great pressure 
'water .vapour n water in a vaporous form, esp when below boiling 
temperature and diffused (e g in the atmosphere) 

'water .vole n a common large vole of W Europe that inhabits nver 
banks and often digs extensive tunnels 
'water .wagon n, chiefly NAm water cart 
'waterway /-.way/ n 1 a navigable route or body of water 2 a groove 
at the edge of a ship's deck for draining the deck 
'water.weed /-.weed/ n any of various aquatic plants (e g a pondweed) 
with inconspicuous flowers 

'waterwheel /-.weel/ n 1 a wheel made to rotate by direct action of 
water, and used esp to drive machinery 2 a wheel for raising water 
‘water , wings n pi a pair of usu air-filled floats worn to give support 
to the body of sby learning to swim 
'water .witch n, NAm a dowser - water witching n 
'water, worka /-.wuhks/ n. p! waterworks 1 the reservoirs, mains, 
building, and pumping and punfying equipment by which a water supply 
IS obtained and distributed (e g to a city) - often pi with sing, meaning 
2 chiefly Br the unnary system - euph or humor 3 (the shedding oO tears 
- infml (turns on the whenever she wants her own way) 
'water.worn /-.wawn/ adj worn or smoothed by the action of water 
watery /*wawt(a)n/ adj la consisting of or filled with water b contain- 
ing, sodden with, or yielding water or a thin liquid (a solution) <<^ 
vesicles) c containing too much water <'^ soup) d secreting water, esp 
tears eyes) 2a pale, faint sun) (a ^ smile) b vapid, wishy-washy 
(a writing style) - watcrily adv, wateriness n 
Wataon-Crick /.wois(a)n 'knk/ adj of the double-helix structure of 
DNA (guanine involved ina ^ base pair - Nature) [J D Watson b 1928 
US biologist and F H C Crick b 1916 E biologist] 
watt /wot/ n the SI unit of power equal to the power that in Is gives nsc 
to an energy of IJ physics [James Watt 1 1819 Sc engineer] 
wattage /wotij/ n amount of power expressed in watts 
'wattle /'wotl/ n 1 (matenal for) a framework of poles interwoven with 
slender branches or reeds and used, esp formerly, m building 
BUiLOiNG 2a a fleshy protuberance usu near or on the head or neck, esp 
of a bird b ^barbel 3 Austr acacia 1 [ME wattel, fr OE watel; akin to 
OHG wadal bandage] - wattled adj 

*wattle vt wattling /'wotling, 'wotl-ing/ 1 to form or build of or with 
wattle 2a to interlace to form wattle b to unite or make solid by 
interweaving light flexible matenal 

.wattia and 'daub /dawb/ n a framework of watjje covered 2hd 
plastered with clay and used in building construction BUii ding 

'wava /wayv/ vi 1 to flutter or sway to and fro (flags waving in the 
breeze) (com ^d to and fro in the wind) 2 to give a signal or salute by 
moving (stbg held in) the hand < ^ d cheerily to them) 3 to be flourished 
to and fro (his sword ^ d and flashed) 4 to follow a curving line or form; 
undulate ^vt 1 to cause to swing to and fro 2 to direct by waving; signal 
the car to a half) 3a to move (the hand or an object) to and fro in 
greeting, farewell, or homage b to convey by waving <--d farewelt) 4 to 
brandish, flourish <<^d a pistol menacingly) 5 to give a curving or 
undulating shape to <‘^d her hair) [ME waven, fr OE wafian to wave 
with the hands; akin to OE wifre restless - more at waver] - waver n 
- wave aside to dismiss or put out of mind, disregard 
*W |wg n la a moving ridge or swell on the surface of a liquid (e g the sea) 
ENERGY b open water - usu pi with sing, meaning; chiefly poetic 
2a a shape or outline having successive curves b a waviness of the hair 
c an undulating line or streak 3 sthg that swells and dies away: e g a a 


surge of sensation or emotion (a ^ of anger swept over her) b a 
movement involving large numbers of people in a common activity <^^8 
of protest) c a sudden increase or wide occurrence of a specified activity 
(a — of house-buying) 4 a sweep of the hand or arm or of some object 
held in the hand, used as a signal or greeting 5 a rolling or undulatory 
movement or any of a senes of such movements passing along a surface 
or through the air 6 a movement like that of an ocean wave e g a a 
surging movement; an influx (a sudden ^ of new arrivals) b sing or pi 
in constr a line of attacking or advancing troops, aircraft, etc 7 (a 
complete cycle oO a penodic vanation of pressure, electneal or magnetic 
intensity, electnc potential, etc by which energy is transferred progress- 
ively from point to point without a corresponding transfer of a medium 
(light ^ ) (radio ^ > (sound ^ ) 8 an undulating or jagged line con- 
stituting a graphic representation of an action (a swe ~ > 9 a marked 
change in temperature, a period of hot or cold weather - compare Ht at 
wave, cxiLD WAVE - wRvelet /-lit/ n, wavelike adj 
'wave .band n a band of radio frequency waves 
'wave e,quation n a partial differential equation of the second order 
whose solutions describe wave phenomena 
'wave.form /-.fawm/ n (the graphic representation oQ the vanation of 
a quantity (e g voltage) with respect to some other factor (e g time or 
distance) 

‘wave .front n a surface composed at any instant of all the points just 
reached by a wave in its propagation through a medium 
'wave .function n a quantum mechanical function representing the 
probability of finding a specified elementary particle within a specified 
volume of space 

'wave.guide /-.gied/ n a metal tube of such dimensions that it will 
propagate electromagnetic waves, esp microwaves 
'wavelength /-,leng(k)th/ n the distance in the line of advance of a 
wave from any 1 point to the next point of corresponding phase (e g from 
1 peak to the next) physics - be on somebody's/the same wave- 
length to have the same outlook, views, etc as sby else 
wave mechanics n pi but sing or pi in constr a theory of matter that 
gives a mathematical interpretation of the structure of matter based on the 
concept that elementary particles (eg electrons, protons, or neutrons) 
possess wave properties 

'wave .number n the number of waves per uait distance of radiant 
energy, the reciprocal of the wavelength 
waver /'wayva/ vi 1 to vacillate between choices, fluctuate 2a to sway 
' unsteadily to and fro, reel b to quiver, flicker / ing flames) c to hesitate 
as if about to give way; falter 3 to make a tremulous sound; quaver [ME 
waveren, akin to OE wxfre restless, wefan to weave - more at wfavf] - 
waverer n, waveringly adv 

'wave .theory n the theory that light and other electromagnetic radi- 
ation consists of waves 

'wave .train n a succession of similar waves at equal intervals 
wavy fwayvi/ adj 1 having waves <-«- hair) 2 having a wavelikc form 
or outline line) - wavily adv, waviness n 

'wa-wa .pedal, wah-wah pedal /'wah ,wah/ n an electronic device, 
connected to an amplifier and operated by a foot pedal, that is u.scd (e g 
with an electnc guitar) to produce a fluctuating muted effect [imit] 
'wax /waks/ n 1 beeswax 2a any of numerous plant or animal substances 
that are harder, more bnttle, and less greasy than fats b a solid substance 
(e g ozocerite or paraffin wax) of mineral ongin consisting usu of higher 
hydrocarbons c a pliable or liquid composition used esp for scaling, 
taking impressions, or polishing d a resinous preparation used by shoe- 
makers for rubbing thread 3 a waxy secretion, esp cerumen [ME. fr OE 
wear; akin to OHO wahs wax, Lith vaikAs] - waxlike adj 
"wax vt to treat or mb with wax 

"wax vi 1 to increase in .size and strength; esp, of the moon, satellites, etc 
to increase in phase or intensity 2 archaic to alsume a specified quality 
or state; become <—ed lyncal) [ME waxen, fr OE weaxan; akin to OHG 
wahsan to increase. Gk auxanein, L augere] 

Nvax n a fit of temper - infml [perh fr Vax] 

'wax.bill /-.bil/ n any of numerous Old World birds with white, pink, or 
reddish bills of a waxy appearance 

.waxed 'peper, wax paper n paper coated or impregnated with wax to 
make it resistant to water and grease, used esp as a wrapping for food 
waxen /'waks(9)n/ adj 1 made of or covered with wax 2 resembling 
wax, esp in beirig pliable, smooth, or pallid 
'wax .Ineect n a scale insect that secretes a wax from its body 
'wax .palm n an Andean palm whose stem yields a resinous wax used 
in candles 
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'wax, wing /-.wing/ n a Eurasian bird with a pinkish-chestnut crest, 
cnmson-tipped wings, and a short yellow-tipped tail 
'wax, work /-,wuhk/ n 1 an effigy in wax, usu of a person 2 pi but sing 
or pi m constr an exhibition of wax effigies 

waxy /'waksi/ adj 1 made of, full of, or covered with wax 2 resembling 
wax, esp in smooth whiteness or pliability - waxiness n 
'way /way/ n la a thoroughfare for travel or transport from place to place 
<yivcs across the ^ > <//ie Pennine Way) b an opening for passage (fA/s 
door IS the only ^ out} c space or room, esp for forward movement 
<move that chair, please, it's mmy-^} (£et out of the 2 the course 
to be travelled from one place to another, a route <^ask one's ^ to the 
station} (^lost her ) 3a a course leading m a direction or towards an 
objective </ooit the easy * out} b the course of one's life (puts 
opportunities in her ^} c what one desires, or wants to do (always 
manages to get her own ^ ) 4a the manner in which sthg is done or 
happens (the British ~ of life} (don't like the ^ he's breathing} b a 
method of doing or accomplishing, a means (the best ^ to make coffee} 
c a charactenstic, regular, or habitual manner or mode of being, behaving, 
or happening (knows nothing of the - so/ the world} (endearing little 

- s) d a feature, respect (useful in more — s than one} 5 a category, kind 
(porridge is all nght in /fs - > 6 the distance to be travelled in order to 
reach a place or point (a long - from home} (Chnstmas is still a long 

- off} 7 an advance accompanied by or achieved through a specific 
action (working her — through college} (hacked his - through the 
jungle} 8a a direction - often in combination (come this - > (split it 4 

- s) (a one-way street} b (the direction oO the area in which one lives 
(do drop in if you're ever down our - > 9 a state of affairs, a condition 
(that's the - things are} (my riiiances arc in a bad -> 10 pi but 
sometimes sing in constr an inclined structure on which a ship is built or 
supported in ’anno trig 11 motion or speed of a ship or boat through the 
water [ME, fr OE weg-, akin to OHG weg way, OE wegan to move. L 
vehcrc to carry] - by the way incidentally - usu used to introduce or to 
comment on the intn^uction of a new subject - by way of I to be 
considered as, as a sort of <by way of light relief} 2 by the route through, 
via 3 in the form of (money recovered by way of grants) - in a way from 
one point of view, to some extent - in the way of in the form of (what 
have we in the way offood'^ - no way under no circumstances - infml 

on one's way on thc way 1 - on the way 1 while moving along a 
course, in the course of travelling 2 coming, approaching; specif con- 
ceived but not yet born - on the way out about to disappear or die (many 
of these old customs are on the way out) - out of the way 1 unusual, 
remarkable (didn't know he’d said anything out of the way) (the house 
wasn't anything out of the way) 2 in or to a secluded or remote place 
3 done, completed (got his homework out of the way) - under way in 
progress, started 

*way adv 1 AWAY 7 (is — ahead of the class} 2 chiefly NAm all the way 
(pull the switch — back} - way back long ago (friends from way 
back) 

'way.bill / -,bil/ n a document showing the number of passengers or 
parcels earned and the fares charged 
'way.farer /-.feora/ n a traveller, esp on foot [ME weyfarere, fr wey. way 
way + -farere traveller, fr faren to go - more at ‘i-arf] 
waylay /way'lay/ \ t waylaid /way'layd/ 1 to attack from ambush 2 to 
accost (waylaid me after the lesson and asked where I’d been the week 
before} 

'way.laave /-.leev/ n a nght-of-way over pnvate property (e g as granted 
to an electncity company laying cables) 

,way*'out adj far-out - infml [way out (adverbial phrase), fr ^way f 
our] 

ways /wayz/ n pi but sing in constr, NAm way 6 (a long - frotH home} 
[ME wayes, fr gen of 'way] 

•ways Awayzy sufRx (-► adv) in (such) a way, direction, or manner 
(sideways) (lengthways} [ME, fr ways, wayes, gen of way] 

.ways and 'means n pi I methods and resources for accomplishing 
sthg, esp for paying expenses 2 often cap WAM methods and resources 
for raising revenue for the use of government 
'way, side /-.sied/ n the side of or land adjacent to a road - wayside 
adj 

'way .station n. NAm an intermediate stopping place 
'wayward /-wood/ adj 1 following one’s own capncious or wanton 
inclinations; ungovernable 2 following no clear principle or law, 
unpredictable [ME, short for awayward turned away, fr away, adv « 
-ward] - waywardly adv, waywardness n 

wa /wi; strong wee/ pron pi in constr 1 I and the rest of a group; you 
and I; you and I and another or others; I and another or others not 


including you (may — go, sir?} - compare our, ours, us, i 2 1 - used, 
esp formerly, by sovereigns, used by writers to maintain an impersonal 
character 3 you 1 - used esp to children and (he sick (how are — feeling 
today, Mr Jones?} [ME, fr OE we\ akin to OHG wir we, Skt vayam] 
weak /week/ adj la defiaent in physical vigour; feeble b not able to 
sustain or exert much weight, pressure, or strain c not able to resist 
external force or withstand attack 2a lacking determination or decisive- 
ness; ineffectual b unable to withstand temptation or persuasion 3 not 
factually grounded or logically presented (a - argument} 4a unable to 
function properly ( - eyes) b lacking skill or proficiency c wanting in 
vigour or strength 5a deficient in a specified quality or ingredient (— m 
trumps} b lacking normal intensity or potency (— strain of virus} c 
mentally or intellectually deficient d deficient in strength or Havour; 
dilute (— coffee} 6 not having or exerting authority or political power 
(— government} 7 of or constituting a verb (conjugation) that in English 
forms inflections by adding the suffix -ed or -d or -f - compare strong 

14 8 unstressfd 1 9 characterized by falling pnees (a — market} 10 
ionizing only slightly in solution (- acids and bases} [ME weike, fr ON 
veikr, akin to OE wican to yield, L vicis change - more at week] - weaken 
vb, weakisb adj, weakly adv 

weak interaction n an interaction between elementary particles that 

15 responsible for some particle decay processes, for nuclear beta decay, 
and for emission and absorption of neutnnos > compare strong interac- 
tion 

.weak-'kneed adj lacking in resolution; easily intimidated 
weakling /'weekhng/ n a person or animal weak in body, character, or 
mind 

weakly /'weekli/ adj feeble, poorly > weakliness n 
.weak-minded adj 1 lacking willpower or resolution 2 feebleminded 
- weak-mindedness n 

weakness /wecknis/ n 1 a fault, defect 2 (an object oO a special desire 
or fondness (have a - for ice cream} [weak • -ness] 
weak sister n, chiefly NAm a member of a group who is weak and needs 
aid 

weal, wheal /weel/ n weli 3, 'scar 1 [alter of 'wale] 

Weald /weeld/ n the area of open grassland, once wooded, covenng 
parts of Sussex, Kent, and Surrey [alter of ME Weeld, fr OE weald 
forest] 

wealth /welth/ n 1 the state of being nch 2 abundance of money and 
valuable matenal possessions 3 abundant supply; a profusion (a — of 
detaif} [ME welthe, fr wele well-being, prosperity, fr OE wela\ akin to 
OE wel well] - wealthy adj, wealthily adv, wealtbinen n 
wean /ween/ vt 1 to accustom (a child or other young mammal) to take 
food other than mother’s milk 2 to cause to abandon a state of usu 
unwholesome dependence or preoccupation (to — your minds from 
hankering after false standards - A T Quiller-Couch) 3 to cause to 
become acquainted with an idea, writer, etc at an early age; bnng up on 
[ME wenen, fr OE wenian to accustom, wean, akin to OE wunian to be 
used to - more at wont] 

weaner /'weena/ n a young animal recently weaned [wfan t '-er] 
waanling /'weenling/ n a child or animal newly weaned 
weapon /'wepan/ n 1 an instrument of offensive or defensive combat 2 
a means used to further one's cause in conflict (his caustic wit was his 
best — ) [ME wepen, fr OE wtepen, akin to ON vapn weapon] 
'weaponry /-n/ n (the science of designing and making) weapons 
'wear /wea/ vb wore /waw/, worn /wawn/ vt la to have or carry on the 
body as clothing or adornment (wore a coat} b to dress in (a particular 
manner, colour, or garment), esp habitually (— green} c to have (hair) 
in a specified style 2 to hold the rank, dignity, or position signified by (an 
ornament) (- the royal crown} 3a to have or show on the face (wore 
a happy smile} b to show or fly (a flag or colours) on a ship 4 to impair, 
damage, or dimmish by use or friction (letters on the stone worn away 
by weathering} 5 to produce gradually by fnction or attntion (—a hole 
in the rug} 6 to exhaust or lessen the strength of, weary 7 to cause (a 
ship, esp a square-rigged vessel) to go about with the stem presented to 
the wind 8 chiefly Br to find (a claim, proposal etc) acceptable; stand 
FOR - infml (just won't - that feeble excuse} - vi la to endure use, esp 
to a specified degree, last (this material - s well} b to retain vitality or 
young appearance to a specified degree (you Ve worn welt} 2a to diminish 
or decay through use b to go by slowly or tediously (the day -s on) c 
to grow or become by attntion, use, or the passage of time (hair - ing 
thin} 3 of a ship, esp a square-ngged vessel to change to an opposite tack 
by turning the stem to the wind - compare tack, gybe [ME werai, fr 
OE weriam, akin to ON veija to clothe, invest, spend, L vestis clothing, 
garment, Gk hennynai to clothe] - wearable adj, wearer n > wear the 
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trouicrt to have the controlling authonty in a household - wear thin 1 
to become weak or ready to give way </i/s pattenc^ was weanng thin) 2 
to become tnte, unconvincing, or out-of-date <^that argument’s weanng 
a bn thin) 

‘wear n 1 weanng or being worn {clothes for everyday ~ ) 2 clothing, 
usu of a specified kind {men's '^), esp clothing worn for a specified 
occasion - oHcn in combination {swimwear} 3 capacity to withstand use, 
durabthty {plenty of ^ left in it} 4 minor damage or deterioration 
through use 

.wear and 'tear n the normal detenoration or depreciation which sthg 
suffers in the course of use 

wear down vt to weary and overcome by persistent resistance or 
pressure 

wearing /'weanng/ adj causing fatigue, tinng - wearingly adv 
wearisome /'wians(a)in/ adj causing weariness, tiresome - weari- 
somely adv, wearisomeness n 

wear off vi to decrease gradually and finally end {the effect of the drug 
wore off) 

wear out vt 1 to make useless by long or excessive wear or use 2 to tire, 
exhaust -*■ vi to become useless from long or excessive wear or use 
'weary /'wian/ adj 1 exhausted, tired 2 expressing or charactenstic of 
weanness {a ^ smile} 3 having one's patience, tolerance, or pleasure 
exhausted - + of 4 weansome [ME wery, fr OE weng-, akin to OHG 
wuorag intoxicated, Gk hdrakmn to faint] - wearily adv, weariness n 
‘weary vb to make or become weary 

weasel /'wee.zl/ n, pi weasels, esp collectively weasel any of vanous small 
slender flesh-eating mammals with reddish brown fur which, in northern 
forms, turns white m winter [ME wesele, fr OE weosuh, akin to OHG 
wisula weasel. L virus slimy liquid, stench - more at virus] 

'weather /'wedha/ n the prevailing (bad) atmosphenc conditions, esp 
with regard to heat or cold, wetness or dryness, calm or storm, and 
clearness or cloudiness ® [ME weder, fr OE; akin to OHG wetar 
weather, OSlav vetru wind] - under the weather mildly ill or depressed, 
not fully well - infml 
‘weather adj windward 

‘weather vt 1 to expose or subject to atmosphenc conditions 2 to sail 
or pass to the windward of 3 to bear up against and come safely through 
{^ a storm} ^vi to undergo or be resistant to change by wcathenng 
<ivood — s better if creosoted} 

'weather-.beaten adj 1 worn or damaged by exposure to weather 2 
toughened or tanned by the weather 

'weatherboard /-.bawd/ n 1 a board fixed honzontally and usu 
overlapping the board below to form a protective outdoor wall covenng 
that will throw off water 2 a sloping board fixed to the bottom of a door 
for excluding rain, snow, etc 

'weatherboarding /-.bawding/ method of constructing the wall 
of a building using) weatherboards building 
'weather-.^und adj unable to proceed or take place because of bad 
weather 

'weathercock /-,kok/ n weather vane, esp one in the figure of a 
cockerel 

weathered /"wedhad/ adj 1 seasoned by exposure to the weather 2 
altered in form by weatbenng; also altered by artificial means, esp 
staimng, to produce a similar effect oak) 
weather eye n 1 an eye quick to observe coming changes in the weather 
2 a constant and shrewd alertness 
'weatherglass /-.glahs/ n a barometer 

weathering /'wedhanng/ n 1 (the changes in colour, composition, 
form, etc resulting from) the action of the elements on exposed objacts, 
esp rocks 2 a slope given to a surface so that it will shed water 
Weatherly /wedhali/ adj, of a vessel able to sail close to the wind with 
little leeway 

'weather, man /-.man/ n sby, esp a meteorologist, who reports and 
forecasts the weather, usu on the radio or television 
'weather .map n a map or chart showing meteorological conditions at 
a given time and over an extended region 

'weatherproof /-.proohf/ adj able to withstand exposure to weather 
without damage or loss of function - weatherproof vt, weatherproof- 

'weather .satellite n a satellite put into orbit round the earth to relay 
back meteorological observations 

'weather ehip n a ship that makes observations on weather conditions 
for use by meteorologists 

'weather .station n a suuon for taking, recording, and reporting 
meteorological observations 


‘weather .strip /i a stnp of matenal used^ exclude ram, snow, and cold 
air from the joints of a door or window arciiiiccturf - weather- 
strip vt 

'weather .vane n a movable device attached to an elevated structure 
(eg a spire) in order to show the direction of the wind 
'weather-.wise adj 1 skilful in forecasting the weather 2 skilful in 
forecasting changes in opinion or feeling {a ^ politician) 
'weatherworn /-.wawn/ adj wfaiher-beailn 1 
'weave /weev/ vb wove /wove/, weaved; woven /'wohv(3)n/, weaved vt 
la to form (cloth) by interlacing strands (e g of yam), esp on a loom b 
to interlace (e g threads) into a fabnc, design, etc c to make (c g a basket) 
by intertwining 2 of spiders and insects shin 2 3a to produce by 
elaborately combining elements into a coherent whole b to introduce, 
work in - usu f in or into ^ vi to work at weaving, make cloth [ME 
weven, fr OE wefan, akin to OHG weban to weave, Ok hyphos web] 
‘weave n a pattern or method for interlacing the threads of woven 
fabnes 

h/veave vb weaved vt to direct (e g the body or one's way) in a winding 
or zigzag course, esp to avoid obstacles ^ vi to move by weaving [ME 
weven to move to and fro, wave, akin to ON veifa to wave, Skt vepate he 
trembles] 

weaver /"weeva/ n 1 sby who weavers, esp as an occupation 2 weaver, 
weaverbird any of numerous Old World birds that resemble finches and 
usu construct elaborate nests of interlaced vegetation 
'web /web/ n 1 a woven fabric, esp a length of fabric still on the loom 
2 spider’s wfb, also a similar network spun by vanous insects 3 a tissue 
or membrane, esp that uniting fingers or toes either at their bases (e g m 
human beings) or for most of their length (e g in many water birds) 4 a 
thin metal sheet, plate, or stnp (e g joining the upper and lower flanges 
of a girder or rail) 5 an intricate structure suggestive of sthg woven, a 
network 6 a continuous sheet of paper for use in a printing press [ME. 
fr OE; akin to ON vcfr web, OE wefan to weave] - webbed adj, webby 
adj. weblike adj 

‘web vb -bb- vt 1 to cover with a web or network 2 to entangle, ensnare 
~ V/ to construct or form a web 

webbing /'webing/ n a strong narrow closely woven tape used esp for 
straps, upholstery, or harnesses 

weber /’vayba, 'weeba/ n the SI unit of magnetic flux pussies 
[Wilhelm Weber tl8‘»l G physicist] ^ 

'web, foot /-.foot/ n a foot with webbed toes web-footed /-'--/ adj 
, ,web 'offset n offset pnntmg by web press 
web press // a press that prints a continuous roll of paper 
wed /wed/ vb -dd-; wedded also wed vt 1 to marry 2 to unite as if by 
marriage ^ vi to enter into matrimony [MB wedden, fr OE wcddian, akin 
to MHG welten to pledge, OE wedd pledge. OHG wetti, Goth wadi, L 
vad’, vas bail, security] 

we'd /wid, strong weed/ we had, wc would; we should 
wedded /'wedid/ adj 1 joined in mamage 2 conjugal, connubial 
bliss} 3 strongly emotionally attached, committed to 
wedding /'wedmg/ n \ a marriage ceremony, usu with its accompany- 
ing festivities, nuptials 2 a joining in close association 3 a wedding 
anniversary or its celebration - usu m combination {golden ~ ) 
wedding breakfast n a celebratory meal that follows a marnage 
ceremony 

'wedding .ring n a nng usu of plain metal (e g gold) given by 1 marnage 
partner to the other dunng the wedding ceremony and worn thereafter 
to signify mantal status 

'wedge /wej/ n 1 a piece of wood, metal, etc tapered to a thin edge and 
used esp for splitting wood or raising heavy objects 2a sthg wedge-shaped 
{a ^ of pie} b (a shoe with) a wedge-shaped sole raised at the heel and 
tapenng towards the toe c an iron golf club with a broad face angled for 
maximum loft 3 sthg causing a breach or sepi^ration [ME wegge, fr OE 
weeg, akin to OHG weeki wedge, Lith vagis] 

‘wedge vt 1 to fa.sten or tighten by dnving in a wedge 2 to force or press 
into a narrow space, cram - usu + in or into 3 to split or force apart (as 
lO with a wedge 

wedged /wejd/ adj shaped like a wedge 

Wedgwood /'wejwood/ trademark - used for a type of fine ceramic 
ware made ong by Josiah Wedgwood and typically decorated with a 
classical cameo-like design in white relief 

.Wedgwood 'blue adj or n (oO a light greyish blue colour typically used 
in Wedgwood ware [Josiah Wedgwood tl795 E potter] 
wedlock /"wedlok/n the state of being married; marnage [ME wedlok, 
fr OE wedlac marriage bond, fr wedd pledge v dac, suffix denoting 
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activity] - out of wedlock with the natural parents not legally married to 
each other <from out of wedlock) 

Wednesday /'wenzday, -di, 'wednz-/ n the day of the week following 
Tuesday symbol (ME, fr OE wodncsdxg\ akin to ON othinsdagr 
Wednesday; both fr a prehistonc WGmc-NGmc compound whose com- 
ponents are represented by OE WexJen Odin, the chief god in Gmc 
mythology, & by OE dxg day] ^ Wednesdays ndv 
'wee /wee/ adj very small, diminutive - often used to or by children or 
to convey an impression of Scottishness [ME we, fr we, n, little bit, fr OE 
wKge weight; akin to OE wegan to move, weigh - more at way] 

^wee n (an act of passing) unne -- used esp by or to children [short for 
wee-wee] - wee vi 

'weed /weed/ n 1 an unwanted wild plant which often overgrows or 
chokes out more desirable plants 2a an obnoxious growth or thing b an 
animal, esp a horse, unfit to breed from 3 Br a weedy person infml 4a 
lOBALCo 2 - chiefly humor, usu ^ the b marijuana 2 - slang, usu » 
the [ME, fr OE weod, akin to OS wiod weed] - wcedless adj 
'weed VI to remove weeds or sthg harmful '^vt I to clear of weeds 
a garden') 2 to remove the undesirable parts of the /J/es) 
weeder n 

weed out vt to get nd of (sby or sthg harmful or unwanted), remove 
weeds /weed// n pi mourning 2A [ME wede garment, fr OE wxd. 
gcwxdr, akin to ON vath cloth, clothing, Lith austi to weave] 
weedy /'wecdi/ adj 1 covered with or consisting of weeds ^ ~ pastures) 
2 noticeably weak, thin, and inelTectual - infml - wcediness n 
week /week/ n la any of several 7-day cycles used in vanous calendars 
b a week beginning with a specified day or containing a specified event 
/Hds/fT'^) 2a a peruxi of 7 consecutive days b the working days during 
each 7-day pericxi m London dunng the c a weekly period of 

work / works a 40-hour — > 3 a lime 7 days before or after a specified day 
inexi Sunday [ME weke, fr OE wtcu. wucu, akin to OIIG wehha 
week, L v/c/s change, alternation, OE wir wire - more at wiri ] - week 
in, week out for an indefiniic or seemingly endless number of weeks 
'weekday /-day/ n any day ol the week except (Saturday and) Sun- 
day 

'weekend /.week'end, '-,-/ n the end of the week, specif the peruxl from 
Eriday night to Sunday night 

',week'end VI to sjiend the weekend (e g at place) - weekender n 
'weekly /'weckli/ adv every week, once a week, by the week 
'weekly adj 1 occurring, appearing, or done weekly 2 calculated by the 
week 

'weekly n a weekly newspaper or periodical 

'week,night /-.met/ n a night of any day of the week except Saturday 
and Sunday 

weeny /'weeni/ also weensy /'weenzi/ adj exceptionally small; tiny - 
infml [wee i tiny] 

weenybopper /'wc‘cni,bop3/ n an esp female preadolescent who pursues 
pop idols and follows the latest fashions [weeny • -hopper (as in 
teenybopper)] 

'weep /weep/ vh wept /wept/ vt 1 to express deep sorrow for, usu by 
shedding tears, bewail 2 to pour forth (tears) from the eyes 3 to exude 
(a fluid) slowly, otize 4 to bring to a specified condition by shedding tears 
<wepl herself to sleepy ^ m la to express passion (e g grieO by shedding 
tears b to mourn for sby or sthg 2 to give off or leak fluid slowly, ooze 
[ME wepen, fr OF wepan, akin to OHG wuofTan to weep, OSlav vabiti 
to call to] 

'weep 17 a fit of weeping 

weeper /'weepa/ n 1 a professional mourner 2 a small statue of a 
mourntng figure on a funeral monument 3 sthg (eg a black veil or 
hatband) worn as a sign of mourning, esp in the 18th and I9ih c - usu 
pi with sing meaning ['wllp i ^-kk] 
weepie /weepi/ n a sad or sentimental film or play - infml 
weeping /'weeping/ adj, of a tree (being a vanety) having slender 
drooping branches <-^ willow') 
weepy /'weepi/ adj inclined to weep, tearful 

weever /'weeva/ n any of several edible manne fishes with a broad spiny 
head and venomous spines on the dorsal fin [ONE wivre viper, inodif of 
L vipera] 

weevil /'wecvl/ n any of numerous usu small beetles with a long snout 
beanng jaws at the tip, many of which are injurious, esp as larvae, to grain, 
fruit, etc [ME wevel, fr OE wifel\ akin to OHG wtbil beetle, OE we/an 
to weave] - weetily, weevilly adj 
wee-wee /*wee ,wee/ vi or n (to) wee [baby talk] 
weft /wefi/ n the thread or yarn that interlaces the warp in a fabric; the 


crosswise yarn in weaving [ME, fr OE; akin to ON veptr weft, OE wefan 
to weave - more at wfavl] 

,weft-'knitted adj produced in machine knitting with the yarns running 
crosswise or in a circle 

Wehrmacht /'ve.imakht/ n the German armed forces just before and 
during WW II [G, fr wehr defence ^ macht force, might] 
weigh /way/ vt 1 to ascertain the weight of (as lO on a scale 2 to 
consider carefully, evaluate - often < up <~ the pros and cons/ 3 to 
measure (a definite quantity) fas lO on a scale - often + out vi la to 
have weight or a specified weight b to register a weight (c g on a scale) 

- t in or out; compare wtir^H in I, wligh out 2 to ment consideration 
as important, count ^evidence will ~ heavily against huh) 3 to be a 
burden or cause of anxiety to - often * on or upon iher responsibilities 
--ed upon her} [ME weyen, fr OE wegan to move, carry, weigh - more 
at way] - weighable adj, weigher n - weigh anchor to pull up an anchor 
preparatory to sailing 

'weigh.bridge /-.bnj/ n a large scale used for weighing vehicles which 
usu consists of a plate level with the surface of a road onto which the 
vehicles are dnven 

weigh down vt 1 to make heavy, weight 2 to oppress, burden 
weigh in vi 1 to have oneself or one's possessions (e g luggage) weighed, 
esp to be weighed after a horse race or before a boxing or wrestling match 
2 to make a contribution, join in bystander weighed in to stop the fight) 

- weigh-in /'-,-/ n 

weigh out VI to be weighed after a boxing or wrestling match 
'weight /wayt/ n la the amount that a quantity or body weighs, esp as 
measured on a particular scale b(l) any of the classes into which 
contestants in certain sports (e g boxing and wrestling) are divided 
according to body weight (2) a horse carrying a usu specified weight in 
a handicap race / the top ^ won the race> (3) poundage required to be 
earned by a horse in a handicap race 2a a quantity weighing a certain 
amount <cqual of flour and sugar) b a heavy object thrown or lifted 

as an athletic exercise or contest 3a a system of units of weight (troy > 
b any of the units of weight used in such a system c a piece of matenal 
(eg metal) of known weight for use in weighing articles 4a sthg heavy, 
a load b n heavy object to hold or press sthg down or to counterbalance 
' the ^ s o/ the ckx:k) 5a a burden, pressure noi^k a ^ off my mmd) b 
corpulence 6a relative heaviness < - is a quality of matenal substances) 
b the force with which a body is attracted towards a celestial body (e g 
the earth) by gravitation and which is equal to the product of the mass 
of the body and the local gravitational acceleration 7a relative import- 
ance, authonty, or influence (his views don’t carry much ^ > hthe mam 
force or strength (the ^ of the argument) 8 a numerical value assigned 
to an Item to express its relative importance in a frequency distnbulion 
USE ( /a 3a. b) - um r EME wight, weght, fr OE wihl, akin to ON 

victt weight, OE wegan to weigh] 

'weight vt 1 to load or make heavy (as lO with a weight 2 to oppress 
with a burden <.'-ed dow/i with cares) 3 to assign a statistical weight to 
4 to arrange m such a way as to create a bias (a wage structure ed 
heavily in favour of employees with long service) 
weighting /'waytmg/ n. Bran additional sum paid on top of wages, esp 
one paid to offset the higher cost of living m a particular area (a London 

- of £500) 

'weightless /-lis/ adj having little weight, lacking apparent gravita- 
tional pull - weigbtlessly adv, weightlessness n 
'weight-,lifter n one who lifts heavy weights, esp barbells, in competi- 
tion or as an exercise - weight-lifting n 
'weight .training n physical training involving the lifting of usu heavy 
weights, esp barbells 

'weightwatcher n one who is dieting to lose weight ~ weightwatch- 
ing n 

weighty /’wayti/ adj 1 of much importance, influence, or consequence, 
momentous 2 heavy, esp in proportion to bulk metal) 3 burdensome, 
onerous (the - cares of state) - weightily adv, weightiness n 
weir /wia/ n 1 a fence or enclosure set in a waterway for trapping fish 
2 a dam in a stream to raise the water level or control its flow [ME were, 
fr OE wer, akin to ON ver fishing place, OHG werien, werren to defend, 
L apenre to open, openre to close, cover] 
weird /wiad/ adj 1 of or caused by witchcraft or the supernatural 2 of 
a strange or extraordinary character, odd - infml [ME (Sc) werd fateful, 
fr werd fate, destiny, fr OE wyrd; akin to ON urthr fate. OE weorthan 
to become - more at 'worth] - weirdly adv, weirdness n 
weirdie, weirdy /'wiadi/ n sby who is very strange or eccentric - 
infml 

weirdo /wiadoh/ n, pi weirdos a weirdie - infml 
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Weather monitoring and forecasting by satellite 

A geostationary meteorological satellite orbits the earth at a 
height of 36,000 kilometres over the equator and remains 
more or less fixed in location relative to the earth. This 
enables It to relay data constantly over the same part of the 
world. 

high resolution picture data 
raw environmental data 


High energy particles from 
the sun may affect 
communications. The 
satellite monitors solar 
emissions and passes the 
data back to earth. 
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This picture was transmitted by a weather V 
satellite at 1436 GMT on v 

October 5th 1979. The British Isles ^ 

can be seen clearly between cloud 
masses in the North Sea 
and Atlantic. 
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A depression, also known as a cyclone, is an area of low 
atmospheric pressure Clouds form to give rainfall as warm 
tropical air meets and rises over cold polar air In the 
northern hemisphere winds in a cyclone circulate in an 
anticlockwise direction — in the southern hemisphere they 
go clockwise 
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snow 


A hail 

V ram shower 
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AJk cold front 
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A weather map shows temperature, speed and direction of 
winds, atmospheric pressure (the curving lines, called 
isobars, link areas of equal pressure), fronts (areas where 
warm and cold air meet, usually producing ram), and local 
conditions. 



wei 


1112 


.Weird Sisters n pi the Fates 
welch /welch/ vi to welsh - welcher n 

Welch /welsh/ adj Welsh - now only in names (^the Royal ^ Fusth 
iers> 

'welcome /’welkam/ wteiy - used to express a greeting to a guest or 
newcomer on his/her amval [ME, alter of wilcume fr OE, fr wilcuma 
desirable guest, akin to OHO wilhcomo desirable guest, prob both fr a 
prehistoric WGme compound whose constituents arc represented by OE 
willa, will desire & by OE cuma guest, akin to OF cuman to come - more 
at 'WILL, come] 

^welcome vt l to greet hospitably and with courtesy 2 to greet or receive 
in the speafied, esp unpleasant, way Obey the intruder with a hail 
ofbuJIetsy 3 to receive or accept with pleasure <^s danger) <,^d the 
appearance of his new hooky - welcomer n - welcome with open arms 
to greet or accept with great cordiality or pleasure 
^welcome adj 1 received gladly into one’s presence or companionship 
<iMM always ^ in their home} 2 giving pleasure received with gladness, 
esp because fulfilling a need <a refie/) 3 willingly permitted or given 
the nght <jou're to read tty 4 - used in the phrase ‘You re welcome’ 
as a reply to an expression of thanks - welcomely adv, welcomeness n 
^arclcomc n 1 a greeting or reception on amval or first appearance 2 the 
hospitable treatment that a guest may expect (^outstayed their ^ ) 
'wttid /weld/ w to become or be capable of being welded ^ vf la to fuse 
(metallic parts) together by heating and allowing the metals to flow 
together or by hammering or compressing with or without previous 
heating b to unite (plastics) in a similar manner by heating or by using 
a chemical solvent c to repair, produce, or create (as lO by such a process 
2 to unite closely or inseparably [alter of obs well (to weld), fr ME wellen 
to boil, well, weld] - weldable adj, welder n, weldability /-'biloti/ n 
*weld a a welded joint 

welfare /'welfea/ n 1 well-being <^concemed for her child’s ^ > 2 
WELFARE WORK 3 aid in the form of money or necessities for those not 
well able to provide for themselses (e g through poverty, age. or handicap) 
[ME, fr the phrase wel faren to fare well] 

.welfare 'etate n (a country operating) a social system based on the 
assumption by the state of responsibility for the individual and social 
welfare of its citizens 

‘welfare .work n organized efforts to improve the living conditions of 
the poor, elderly, etc - welfare worker n 
welkin /"welkin/ n la the sky, firmament b heaven 2 the upper 
atmosphere USE poetic [ME, lit , cloud, fr OE wolcen, akin to OHG 
wolkan cloud, OSlav vlaga moisture] 

'well /wel/ n 1 (a pool fed by) a spring of water 2 a pit or hole sunk into 
the earth to reach a supply of water 3 an enclosure round the pumps of 
a ship 4 a shaft or hole sunk in the earth to reach a natural deposit (e g 
oil or gas) 5 an open space extending vertically through floors of a 
structure <a stair ^ > 6 a vessel, space, or hole having a construction or 
shape suggesting a well for water ^5" car 7 a source from which sthg 
springs, a fountainhead 8 ^r the open space in front of the judge in a law 
court [ME Welle, fr OE (northern & Midland) welle, akin to OHG wella 
wave, OE weallan to bubble, boil] 

*Wftll VI 1 to nse to the surface and usu flow forth (.tears ~ ed from her 
eyes) 2 to nse to the surface like a flood of liquid (longing ed up in 
his breasty [ME wellen, fr OE (northern & Midland) wellan to cause to 
well, akin to MHG wellen to cause to well, OE weallan to bubble, boil, 
L volvere to roll - more at volubll] 

Svell adv better fbtia/, best /best/ 1 in a good or proper manner, nghtly 
2 m a way appropriate to the circumstances e g a satisfactonly, a^an- 
tageously b with good appearance or effect (earned himself ^ ) c with 
skill or aptitude caughdy d with prudence, sensibly (would do ^ to 
asky (we may ^ wondery 3 in a kind or fnendly manner, favourably 
(spoke of your ideay 4 in a prosperous manner (he lives -^ ) 5a to 
an extent approaching completeness, thoroughly (iiler being ^ dned 
with a fowe/) b on a close personal level, intimately (knew her •^y 6a 
easily, fully worth the pncey b much, considerably over a 
mitbooy c in all hkehhood, indeed (may - be true) [ME wel, fr OE, 
akin to OHO wela well, OE wyllan to wish - more at will] - u well 1 
also, IN ADDITION (there were other features as well) (she’s pretty as well) 

2 to the same extent or degree (open as well to the poor as to the ncA) 

3 with equivalent or preferable effect (might just as well have stayed at 
btmey (you may as well tell Aim) 4 *wei l 2, 4 - as well aa ’besides 2 
(skd/ulaaweXiasstTongy - well and truly totally, completely - well away 
1 making good progress 2 (almost) drunk 1 -infml' well out of lucky 
to be free from 


*well inteij 1 - used to express surprise, indignation, or resignation 2 - 
used to indicate a pause in talking or to introduce a remark 
*well adj 1 satisfactory, pleasing (all’s - that ends ^) 2 advisable, 
desirable (it's - to asky 3 prosperous, well-off 4 healthy I 5 being a 
cause for thankfulness, fortunate (it is ^ that this has happenedy - 
wellness n 

we'll /weel/ we will we shall 

well-ad'vised adj 1 acting with wisdom, prudent 2 resulting from or 
showing wisdom plansy 

.well-ap'pointed adj having good and complete facilities, furniture, etc 
(a housey 

.well-ba'haved adj showing proper manners or conduct 
.well-being n the state of being happy, healthy, or prosperous 
.well'born /-'bawn/ adj born of a respected and esp noble family 
, well-bred adj 1 having or indicating good breeding, refined 2 of good 
pedigree 

,well-'built adj broad and sturdy in physique 
.well-con nected adj having useful social or family contacts 
weil-di'sposed adj having a favourable or sympathetic disposition <ivflA 
^ towards his workmatesy 
well-'done adj cooked thoroughly 

.well-favoured adj good-looking, handsome not now in vogue 
.well-found adj properly equipped (a ship'^ 

.well-founded adj based on good grounds or reasoning (a ^ argu 
menty 

.well-'groomed adj well dressed and scrupulously neat 
well-grounded adj 1 having a good basic knowledge in Latin and 
Greeky 2 well-founded 

'well.head /hed/ n 1 the source of a spnng or stream 2 wfi i 7 3 the 
top of or a structure built over a well 

well-heeled adj having a great deal of money wealthy - infml 
well-'hung adj 1 having large breasts 2 having a large penis LSE 
vulg 

wellies /’weliz/ n pi wfimniiK^n boots mfml [by shortening & 
alter ] 

well-in'formed adi 1 having a good knowledge of a wide variety of 
subjects 2 having reliable information on a usu specified topic event, 
etc 

.Wellington 'boot, Wellington /'wclirigt('))n/ trrchwfly Hr a waterproof 
rubber boot that usu reaches the knee [Arthur Wellesley 1st Duke of 
Wellington tI8^2 Br general & statesman] 
wellingtonia /.weling'tohny^, ni a/ n dig frff [NL, fr 1st Duke of 
Wellington] 

well-ln'tentloned adj well meaning 

.well-knit adj well constructed esp having a compact usu muscular 
physique (a ^ athletcy 

.well-known adj fully or widely known specif famous 
.well- lined adj full of money - mfml <-- pocketsy 
.well-’meaning adj having or based on good intentions though often 
failing but misguided idealistsy 
.well-meant adj based on good intentions 
.well-'nigh adv almost, nearly 

.well-off adj 1 well-to do, nch 2 in a fas Durable or fortunate situation 
(you don’t know when you’re ~) 3 well provided (not very for 
sheetsy 

,well-'oiled adj, chiefly Br drunk 1 - mfml 
,well-pre'served adj retaining a youthful appearance 
.well-read /red/ adj well-informed through much and vaned reading 
.well-rounded adj 1 having a pleasantly curved or rounded shape (a 
^ figurey 2 having or consisting of a background of broad expenence or 
education (a persony 3 agreeably complete and well-constructed 
Wellaian /welzi an/ adj (charactenstic) of the writings of H G Wells, 
esp in descnbing or foretelling a possible future [H G Wells tl946 E 
wnter] 

, well-spoken adj 1 speaking clearly, courteously, and usu with a refined 
accent 2 spoken in a pleasing or fitting manner ('^ wordsy 
‘well.spring /-.spnng/ n 1 a source of continual supply 2 fountain 
head 1 

.well-'etecked adj having large breasts > slang 
.well-'thOught-of adj of good repute 
.well-timed adj said or done at an opportune moment, timely 
,well-to-'do sdj moderately nch, prosperous 
.well-tried adj thoroughly tested and found reliable 
.well-turned adj 1 pleasingly formed, shapely (a ankley 2 concisely 
and appropnalely expressed (a ^ complimenty 
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,wdll'Up'hol8t6red adj, of a person plump - humor 
.well-Versed adj having a sound knowledge of a subject, conversant with 
sthg - + in 

'well*, wisher n one who feels gotxlwill towards a person, cause, etc - 
well'wishing adj or n 

well-'worn adj 1 having been much used or worn < ^ shoes) 2 made 
trite by overuse, hackneyed 

wels /well/ n a large freshwater catfish of central and E Europe [G, fr 
MHGl 

welsh /welsh/ vi 1 to evade an obligation, esp payment of a debt 2 to 
break one’s word USE usu ^ on [prob fr Welsh, adj] - welaher n 
Welsh n I pi in constr the people of Wales 2 the Celtic language of the 
Welsh l ANnuAijr [ME Walsche. Welsse, fr waliitch, wehsch, adj, 
Welsh, fr OE (northern & Midland) wxlisc. wclisc Celtic, Welsh, foreign, 
fr OE Wealh Celt, Welshman, foreigner, of Celtic origin; akin to the 
source of L Volcae, a Celtic people of SE Gaul] - Wehh adj. Welsh- 
man n 

.Welsh 'dresser n 'ORKsshR 1. specif one having open shelves above a 
flat surface with draweis and small cupboards below 
.Welsh 'poppy n a widely cultivated European poppy with large yellow 
flowers 

.Welsh 'rabbit n whisH rarlbii 

.Weish 'rarebit /'rcobit/ n a snack of melted cheese (and ale) on toast 
[alter of Welsh rabbit] 

'welt /welt/ /I I a stnp, usu of leather, between a shoe sole and upper 
through which they are fastened together 2 a doubled edge, stnp, insert, 
or seam (e g on <i garment) for ornament or reinforcement 3 (a ridge or 
lump raised on the body usu by) a heavy blow [ME welte] 

^welt vt 1 to provide with a well 2a to raise a welt on the body of b to 
hit hard 

Weltanschauung /'veltahn.showang/ n, pi weltanschauungs, weltan- 
schauungen /-ang an/ often cap a particular conception of the nature and 
put pose of the world, a philosophy of life [G, fr nelt world f anschauung 
view] 

'welter /'wclta/ v; 1 to writhe, toss, also to wallow 2 to become soaked, 
sunk, or involved ;n sthg [ME wcltcrcn, akm to MD we/fereri to roll, 
OHG nalzan, L volverc - more at voLL fiii.] 

^welter /i 1 a state of wild disorder, a turmoil 2 a chaotic mass or jumble 
<a beisildcnng ~ of data) 

'welterweight /-.wayt/ n a boxer who weighs not more than lOst 71b 
(66 7kg) if professional or above 63 5kg (about lOsi) but not more than 
67kg (about lOst 81b) if amateur [prob fr 'welt] 
weltschmerz /'vclt.shmcats/ n, often cap mental depression caused by 
contemplating the stale of the world, esp sentimental pessimism [G. fr 
we// world -* schinci/ pain] 

wen /wen/ n 1 a cyst formed by obstruction of a sebaceous gland and 
filled with fatty matenal 2 an abnormally large overcrowded city, esp 
London [MF wenn, fr OE, akin to MLG wenc wen] 

'wench /wench/ n 1 a female servant or rustic working girl 2 a young 
woman; a girl - now chiefly humor or dial [ME wenche, short for 
wenchel child, fr OE wencci, akin to OHG winchan to stagger - more at 
wink] 

'wench vi. of a man to have sexual relations habitually with women, esp 
prostitutes • wencher n 

wend /wend/ vt to proceed on (one’s way) (ME wenderi, fr OE wendan, 
akm to OHG wenten to turn, OE windan to twist - more at ‘wind] 
Wend n a member of a Slavonic people of eastern Germany [G Wende. 
fr OHG Winida, akm to OE Winedas, pi. Wends] - Wendish adj 
'wendy .house /'wendi/ n. often cap W, chiefly Br a small toy house 
for children to play in [Wendy, character in Peter Pan, children’* book 
by J M Bame tl937 Sc writer] 

Wensleydale /'wcn 7 li,dayl/ n a crumbly mild-flavoured English cheese 
[WensleydaJe, distnct in Yorkshire] 
went /went/ past of go [ME, past & pp of wenden] 
wentletrap /'wcntl.lrap/ n (the usu white shell oQ any of a family of 
manne snails [D wenteltrap winding stair, fr MD wendeltrappe, fr 
wende! turning + trappe stairs] 

were /wa, strong wuh/ past 2 sing, past pi, substandard past ! & 3 sing, 
or past subjunctive of at [ME were (suppletive sing past subj & 2 sing, 
past indic of been to be), weren (suppletive past pi of been), fr OE wxre 
(sing past subj & 2 sing, past mdic of wesan to be), wseron (past pi indic 
of wesan), wteren (past pi subj of wesan) - more at was] 
we'ra /wia/ we are 
weren't /wuhnt/ were not 

werewolf /'wcsi.woolf, 'wia-/ n, pi werewolves /-woolvz/ a person 


transformed into a wolf or capable of assuming a wolfs form [ME, fr OE 
werwulf, akin to OHG werwolf werewolf, both fr a prehistoric WGmc 
compound whose constituents are represented by OE wer man 8l by OE 
wulf wolf - more at virill. wolf] 
wert /wuht/ archaic past 2 sing of be 

Wesleyanism /’wczli-3.niz(a)m/ n Methodism [John Wesley tl791 E 
preacher] - Wesleyan adj otm 

'west /west/ adj oradv towards, at, belonging to, or coming from the west 
[adv ME, fr OE. akin to OHG westar to the west, & prob to L vesper 
evening, Gk hesperos, adj fr adv] 

'west n 1 (the compass point corresponding to) the direction 90* to the 
left of north that is the general direction of sunset 2 often cap regions or 
countries lying to the west of a specified or implied point of onentation 
eg a the part of the USA to the west of the Mississippi b the 
non-Communist countnes of Europe and Amenca 3 European civiliza- 
tion in contrast with that of the Orient - westward /-wood/ adv, adj, or 
n, westwards /-woodz/ adv 
'West .Country n the West of England 

.West 'End n the western part of central London where the main 
shopping centres, theatres, etc are located - West-End adj 
wester /’wesia/ vi to turn or decline westwards <//ie half moon s low 

- A E Housman) [ME westren, fr 'wesr] 

'westerly /'westali/ adj or adv west [obs wester (western)] 

'westerly n a wind from the west 

'western /'westan/ adj 1 often cap (characteristic) of a legion conven- 
tionally designated West eg a of or stemming from European traditions 
in contrast with those of the Onent b of the non-Communist countnes 
of Europe and Amenca c of the Amcncan West 2 west 3 cap of the 
Roman Catholic or Protestant segment of Chnstianity [ME westeme, fr 
OE, akin to OHG westroni western, OE uesr] - westernmost /-.mohst/ 
adj 

'western n, often cap a novel, film, etc dealing with cowboys, frontier life, 
etc in the W USA, esp dunng the latter half of the 19th c 
Westerner /’westsna/ n, chiefly NAm a native or inhabitant of the 
West, esp the W USA 

.western hemisphere n the half of the canh compnsing N and S 
Amenca and surrounding waters 

western ize, -ise /'westaniez/ vb to imbue or be imbued with qualities 
asMX'iated with the West - westemizstion /-'zaysh(9)n/ n 
western saddle n, often cap W stock saddle 
.West Ger'manic n a group of the Germanic languages including 
English, Fnsian, Dutch, and German 
.West 'Indian n 1 a native or inhabitant of the W Indies 2 a descendant 
of W Indians [Wes/ Indies (formerly Wesf India), group of islands round 
the Canbrvan Sea] - West Indian adj 
westing / 'westing/ n 1 distance due west in longitude from the preced- 
ing point of measurement 2 westerly progress 
Westminster /'west.minsta, -’-/ n the Bntish Parliament [Westmin- 
ster, dislnct of London in which the Houses of Parliament arc situ- 
ated] 

.west-north'west n a compa.ss point midway between west and north- 
west 

.west-south'west n a compa.ss point midway between west and south- 
west 

'wet /wet/ adj -tt- I consisting of, containing, or covered or soaked with 
liquid (e g water) 2 rainy 3 still moist enough to smudge or smear < ^ 
paint) 4 involving the use or presence of liquid processes) 5 of an 
aircraft wing containing fuel tanks 6 chiefly Br feebly inefTcctual or dull 

- mfml 7 chiefly SAm permitting the sale or consumption of alcoholic 
drink <a State/ - compare dry 4 [ME, partly fr pp of weten to wet 
& partly fr OE wxt wet, akin to ON vatr wet, OE waeter water] - welly 
adv, wetness n, weltish adj - wet behind the ears immature, inexperienced 

- mfml 

'wet n 1 moLsture. wetness 2 rainy weather; rain 3 chiefly Br a wet 
person, a dnp - mfml 

■wet vt -tt-; (2) wet 1 to make wet 2 to unnate in or on [ME weten, fr 
OE wa:tan, fr wtet, adj] - wettsblc adj, wettability n - wet one's whistle 
to take an esp alcoholic dnnk - mfml 

weta /'wayta/ n any of vanous large wingless long-homed New Zealand 
insects that resemble grasshoppers [Maon] 

.wet and 'dry n emery paper that can be used either moistened or 
dry 

'wetback /-.bak/ n, NAm a Mexican who enters the USA illegally ['we/ 
V 'back', fr a person having to swim or wade across the Rio Grande in 
order to cross from Mexico into Texas] 
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,wet 'blanket n one who quenches or dampens enthusiasm or 
pleasure 

.wet 'dream n an erotic dream culminating in orgasm 
•wet .fish n. Br fresh uncooked fish <a -- merchant') 
wether /'wedha/ n a male sheep castrated before sexual maturity [ME, 
ram, fr OE; akin to OHG widar ram, L vitulus calf, vetus old. Gk etos 
year] 

wetland /'wetland, -.land/ n land or areas (e g tidal Hats or swamps) 
containing much soil moisture - usu pi with sing, meaning 
'wet*, look a<ij, of a matenal, esp plastic or leather, or sthg made from it 
having a shiny rather wrinkled finish < ** shoes) - wet look n 
wet-nurse /'•.-, ,-'-/ vt 1 to act as wet nurse to 2 to give constant and 
often excessive care to 

'wet .nurse n a woman who cares for and suckles another's children 
wet rot n (decay in timber caused by) any of various fungi that attack 
wood that has a high moisture content 
'wet ,euit n a close-fitting suit made of matenal, usu rubber, that admits 
water but retains body heat so as to insulate its wearer (e g a skin diver), 
esp in cold water 

wetter /’weta/ n 1 a worker who wets matenal in any of several 
manufacturing processes 2 weiiing agent ['wft f ^-lr] 

'wetting .agent /weting/ n a substance that prevents a surface from 
being repellent to a wetting liquid 
we*ve /wiv; strong weev/ we have 

'whack /wak/ vt 1 to stnke with a smart or resounding blow 2 chiefly 
Br to get the better of; defeat USE infml [prob imit) - whacker n 
'whack n 1 (the sound oO a smart resounding blow 2 a portion, share 
3 an attempt, go <^haye a ^ at it) USE infml 
whacked /wakt/ adj, chiefly Br completely exhausted, done in - 
infml 

'whacking /'waking/ adj extremely big; whopping - infml 
'whacking adv very, extremely - infml <a ^ great oil tanker) 
whacko /.wak'oh/ intetj. Br - used to express delight, infml 
whacky /'waki/ adj wacky 

'whale /wayl/ n, pi whales, esp collectively whale any of an order of often 
enormc is aquatic mammals that superficially resemble large fish, have 
tails modified as paddles, and are frequently hunted for oil, flesh, or 
whalebone [ME, fr OE hwwl, akin to OHG hwal whale] - whale of a time 
an exceptionally enjoyable time 
'whale VI to engage in whale fishing and processing 
*whale vt, SAm to hit or defeat soundly - infml [ongin unknown] 
'whale,back /-.bak/ n sthg shaped like the back of a whale 
'whale.boat /-.boht/ n a long narrow rowing boat with pointed ends, 
formerly used for hunting whales 

'whale, bone /-.bohn/ n a homy substance found in 2 rows of plates up 
to 4m (about 12fl) long attached along the upper jaw of whalebone whales 
and used for stiffening things 

'whalebone .whale n any of vanous usu large whales that have 
whalebone instead of teeth, which they use to filter krill from large 
volumes of sea water - compare kx^thed whaef 
'whale .oil n train oil 

whaler /’wayla/ n a person or ship engaged in whaling 
whaling /wayling/ n the occupation of catching and processing whales 
for oil, food, etc 

'wham /warn/ n (the sound made by) a forceful blow - infml [imit] 
'wham inteij - used to express the noise of a forceful blow or impact; 
infml 

Nvham vb -mm- vt to throw or stnke with a loud impact vi to crash or 
explode with a loud impact USE infml 
'whang /wang/ vt to throw, stnke, or work at with force - infml [whang 
(thong, lash), alter, of ME thong, thwang] 

'whang n a loud sharp vibrant sound - infml [imit] 
whangee /wang'ee/ n 1 any of several Chinese bamboos 2 a walking 
stick or riding crop of whangee [prob fr Chin (Pek) huang* If, fr huang^ 
yellow + IP bamboo cane] 

whara /'wori/ n 1 a Maon house of traditional design 2 NZ a hut or 
shack [Maori] 

wharf /wawf/ n, pi wharves /wawvz/ also wbarfs a structure built along 
or out from Che shore of navigable water so that ships may load and 
unload [ME. fr OE hwearf embankment, wharf; akin to OE hweorfan to 
turn, OHO hwerban, Gk karpos wnst] 

wharfage /wawfij/ n 1 (the charge for) the use of a wharf 2 a system 
of wharves 

wharfinger /’waw.finja/ n the owner or manager of a commercial wharf 
[irreg fr wharfage] 


'what /wot/ pron, pi what la(l) - used as an interrogative expressing 
inquiry about the identity, nature, purpose, or value of sthg or the 
character, nature, occupation, position, or role of sby is thisT) (2) - 
used to ask for repetition of sthg not properly heard or understood <he 
bought b - used as an exclamation expressing surpnse or excitement 
and frequently introducing a question <^, no breakfast'^ c - used to 
direct attention to a statement that the speaker is about to make <suess 
^ ) (you know ^ > d chiefly Br - used in demanding assent (a clever 
play, ^ not now in vogue 2 ‘that 1, which 3, who 2 (gilded rat-holes 
pass for public hostelnes - Punch) - substandard 3 that which, the 
one that (no income but ~ he gets from his writing) 4a whatever la 
(say you will) b how much - used in exclamations ('^ it must cost!) 
[ME. fr OE hwiet, neut of hwa who ~ more at who] - or what - used at 
the end of a question to express inquiry about additional possibilities (is 
It raining, or snowing, or what.^ - what about 1 what news or plans have 
you concerning 2 also what do you say to, whafs wrong with let's; how 
ABOUT - what for 1 for what purpose or reason, why - usu used with 
the other words of a question between what and for <what did you do that 
for'^ except when used alone 2 punishment, esp by blows or by a sharp 
repnmand (gave him what for in violent Spanish - New Yorker) - what 
have you any of vanous other things that might also be mentioned (paper 
clips, pins, and what have you) - what if 1 what will or would be the 
result if 2 what does it matter if - what it takes the qualities or resources 
needed for success or for attainment of a usu specified goal (she‘s really 
got what it takes to get to the top) - what not whai have you - what 
of 1 what IS the situation with respect to 2 what importance can be 
assigned to - what of it what does it matter - what*s what the true state 
of things (knows what's what when it comes to fashion'} 

'what adv in what respect ', how much'' docs he care?) [ME, fr OE 
hwwt, fr hwaet, pron] 

'what adj la - used with a following noun as an adjective equivalent in 
meaning to the interrogative pronoun what < ~ minerals do we export/) 
b WHICH 1 size do you take'^ c how remarkable or striking - used 
esp in exclamatory utterances and dependent clauses a suggestion^ 
2 the that, as much or as many a.s (told him ^ little / knew) 
['what] 

'whatever /wot'eva/ pron la anything or everything that (take you 
■want) b no matter what 2 what in the world*^ - infml do you mean'^ 

- or whatever or anything else at all - infml (^ffaJo or rhinoceros or 
whatever - Alan Mixirehead) 

'whatever adf la any that, all that (buy peace on ^ terms could 
’ be obtained - C S Forester) b no matter what 2 of any kind at all - used 
after a noun with any or with a negative (of any shape -')(no 
food > 

whatnot /'wot, nut/ n 1 a lightweight open set of shelves for bric-a-brac 
2 other usu related goods, objects, etc (carrying all his bags and ~ ) 3 
a whatsit USE i2&3) infml [what 

'what's his .name, fem 'what’s her .name n sby whose name is not 
known or has been forgotten - infml 
whatsit /'wotsit/ n sby or sthg that is of unspecified, nondesenpt, or 
unknown character, or whose name has been forgotten - infml 
[what's it7\ 

whatsoever /.wotsoh'eva/ pron or adj whatever 
'what with prep having as a contributory circumstance or circumstances 
(very busy what with all these guests to feed) 
whaup /wawp/ n, pi whaup also whaups chiefly Scot a curlew [imit] 
wheal /weel/ n a weal 

wheat /weet/ n (any of vanous grasses cultivated in most temperate 
areas for) a cereal gram that yields a fine white flour and is used for 
making bread and pasta, and in animal feeds [ME whete, fr OE hwxtc, 
akin to OHG weizn wheat, hwiz, wiz white - more at whhe] 
'wheatear /-.la/ n any of several small usu white-rumped Old World 
Eurasian birds related to the thrushes [back-formation fr earlier whea- 
tears, prob by folk etymology or euphemism fo white + arse] 
whaaten /'wect(3)n/ adj made of (the gram, meal, or flour oO wheat 
'wheat .germ n the embryo of the wheat kernel separated m milling and 
used esp as a source of vitamins 
whee /wee/ inteij - used to express delight or exuberance 
wheedle /'weedl/ vb wheedling /weedling, 'weedl-ing/ vr 1 to influence 
or entice by soft words or flattery 2 to cause to part with sthg by 
wheedling - + out of (^ her out of her last £S) vi to use soft words 
of flattery [Origin unknown] 

'wheel /weel/ n 1 a circular frame of hard matenal that may be (partly) 
solid or spoked and that is capable of turning on an axle 2 a contrivance 
or apparatus having as its principal part a wheel: e g a a chiefly medieval 
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instrument of torture to which the victim was tied while his/her limbs 
were broken by a metal bar b any of various revolving discs or drums that 
produce an arbitrary value on which to gamble, usu by stopping at a 
particular number (^roulette > 3 slhg resembling a wheel in shape or 
motion, esp cathfrine wheel 4a a curving or circular movement b a 
rotation or turn, usu about an axis or centre, specify turning movement 
of troops or ships in line in which the units preserve alignment and relative 
positions 5a pi the workings or controlling forces of sthg <rbe of 
govemmenfy b chiefly NAm a person of importance, esp in an organiza- 
tion <a big 6 pi A motor vehicle, esp a motor car USE (5h<ft6) infml 
[ME, fr OE hweogol, hweol, akin to ON hvel wheel, Gk kyklos circle, 
wheel, Skt cakra, L colere to cultivate, inhabit, Gk telos end] - wheelless 
adj 

’wheel VI 1 to turn (as lO on an axis; revolve 2 to change direction os 
if revolving on a pivot <^ed round and walked awayy 3 to move or 
extend in a circle or curve <^birds in — mg flighty 4 to alter or reverse one’s 
opinion - often * about or round ~ vr 1 to cause to turn (as if) on an 
axis, rotate 2 to convey or move (as if) on wheels, esp to push (a wheeled 
vehicle or its occupant) < ~ the baby into the shadey 3 to cause to change 
direction as if revolving on a pivot 4 to make or perform in a circle or 
curve - wheel and deal to pursue one’s own usu commercial interests, esp 
in a shrewd or unscrupulous manner 

.wheel and 'axle n a simple machine consisting of a grooved wheel 
tunied by a cord or chain with a rigidly attached axle (e g for winding up 
a weight) together with the supporting standards 
'wheel .animal n a rotifer 

'wheel.barrow /-.baroh/ n u load-carrying device that consists of a 
shallow box supported at 1 end by usu 1 wheel and at the other by a stand 
when at rest or by handles when being pushed 
'wheel.base / .bays/ n the distance between the front and rear axles of 
a vehicle 

'wheel.chair /-.chea/ n an invalid’s chair mounted on wheels 
wheeled /wceld/ adj equipped with or moving on wheels vehiclesy 

- often in combination <2-wheelcd> 

wheeler /'weeb/ /i 1 a maker of wheels 2 a draught animal (e g a horse) 
pulling in the position nearest the front wheels of a wagon 3 sthg (eg a 
vehicle or ship) that has wheels •- esp in combination <side-w heeler > 
[^WHtFL ^ =*fr] 

.wheeler-'dealer n, chiefly NAm a shrewd operator, esp in business or 
politics [fr the vb phrase wheel and deal] ~ wheeler-dealing n 
'wheel.horse /-.haws/ n wheeler 2 

'wheel, house /-.hows/ n a deckhouse for a vessel’s helmsman 
wheelie /'weeli/ n a manoeuvre in which a motorcycle, motor car, etc 
is momentarily balanced on its rear wheel or wheels 
'wheel .lock n (a gun having) a gunlock in which sparks are struck from 
a flint or a piece of iron pyntes by a revolving wheel 
wheelsman /"weelzman/ n, NAm a helmsman 
'wheelwright /-.net/ n sby who makes or repairs wheels, esp wooden 
ones for carts 

'wheen /ween/ adj, Scot NEng few 2 [ME (Sc) quheyne, fr OE 
hwxne, hwene, adv, somewhat, fr hwon little, few] 

’wheen n. Scot & NEng a considerable number or amount 
'wheeze /weez/ w 1 to breathe with difTiculty, usu with a whistling 
sound 2 to make a sound like that of wheezing vt to utter wheezily [E 
whesen, prob of Scand ongin, akin to ON hvtesa to hiss, akin to OE hwa^t 
action of blowing, L quen to complain] 

’wheeze n 1 a sound of wheezing 2 a cunning tnck or expedient - infml 

- wheezy adj, wheezily adv, wheezinesa n 

'whelk /welk/ n any of numerous large manne snails, esp one much used 
as food in Europe [ME welke, fr OE weoloc, akin to L volvere to turn 

- more at voi net e] 

’whelk n a pustule, pimple [ME whelke, fr OE hwylca, fr hwelian to 
suppurate] 

'whelp /welp/ n 1 any of the young of vanous flesh-eating mammals, esp 
a dog 2 a disagreeable or impudent child or youth [ME, fr OE hwelp; 
akin to OHG hwelf whelp] 

’whelp vt to give birth to {esp a puppy) ^vi,esp of a bitch to bnng forth 
young 

'when /wen/ adv 1 at what time? 2a at or dunng which time <r/ie day 

- wemety bandthen; whfrfupon I [ME, frOEhwaiWje, /iwc/ine;akin 
to OHG hwanne when, OE hwa who - more at who] 

’when conj la at or during the time that <wenr fishing ~ he was a boyy 
b as soon as <iwill look nice finishedy c whenever Ae listens to 
music, he falls asleepy 2 in the event that: if 3a considering that <wAy 
smoke ^ you know it’s bad foryouTy b in spite of the fact that; although 


(gave up politics ^ he might have done welly (ME, fr OE hwanne, 
hwenne, fr hwanne, hwenne, adv] 

•when pron what or which time (since ^ have you known thatTy 
*when n a date, lime (worried about the wheres and ^s> 
whence /wens/ adv or conj la from where?; from which place, source, 
or cause*’ b from which place, source, or cause 2 to the place from which 
(returned ^ they camey USE chiefly fml [adv ME whennes, fr whenne 
whence (fr OE hwanon) f -s, adv suffix, akin to OHG hwanan whence, 
OE hwa who] 

whenceaoever /.wens sob'eva/ conj, archaic from whatever place or 
source 

'whenever /wen'eva/ conj 1 at every or whatever time (roof leaks -- 
It rainsy (can go ^ he likesy 2 in any circumstance < possible, he tries 
to helpy - or whenever or at any similar lime - infml (in 1922 or 
whenever) 

’whenever adv when in the world’’ - infml did you find the 
timcTy 

'whensoever /.wensoh'eva/ conj whenever 
’whensoever adv, obs at any time whatever 

'where /wea/ adv la at, in, or to what place*’ is the houseTy b at, 
in, or to what situation, direction, circumstances, or respect? does this 
plan lead‘d 2 at. in, or to which (place) (has reached the size traffic 
IS a problemy (the town she livesy (ME, fr OE hwser, akin to OHG 
hwar where. OE hwa who - more at who] 

’where conj la at, in, or to the place at which (stay you are) b 
^wherfvkr (goes ^ he hkesy c in a case, situation, or respect in which 
(outstanding - endurance is called fory 2 whereas, while (he wants a 
house, - I would prefer a flaiy - where it’s at the real scene of the action 
• slang 

*where n 1 what place or point*’ are you from?y 2 a place, point 
(benight from any old ^y ~ infml 

'whereabouts /.weara’bowts/ also whereabout adv or conj in what 
vicinity (do you know he lives'^y [ME wheraboutes (fr wher aboute 
+ -i, adv suffix) & wher aboute, fr where, wher where + about, aboute 
about] 

’whereabouts /'wedra.bowts/ n pi but sing or pi in constr the place or 
general locality where a person or thing is (his present ^ are a sec- 
rety 

whereas /wea'raz/ conj 1 in view of the fact that; since - used, esp 
formally, to introduce a preamble 2 while on the contrary; although [ME 
where as, fr where as] 

whereat /wes'rat/ conj, archaic 1 at or towards which 2 in consequence 
of which, whereupon 

whereby /wea'bie/ conj 1 in accordance with which (a law ^ children 
receive cheap milky 2 by which means - chiefly fml 
where'er /wea’rca/ adv or conj wherever - poetic 
'wherefore /’we.ifaw, ,-'-/ adv 1 for what reason, why 2 for that reason, 
therefore l/S’F chiefly fml [ME wherfor, wherfore, fr where, wher + for, 
fore for] 

’'wherefore n a reason, cause - chiefly in the whys and wherefores 
(wants to know all the whys and -^s) 
wherefrom /wcp'from/ conj from which - chiefly fmJ 
'wherein /wca'nn/ adv in what, how (showed him ^ he was wrongy - 
chiefly fml 

’wherein conj in which, where (the city he livedy - chiefly fral 
whereinto /wea'nntooh/ conj, archaic into which 
whereof /wea'rov/ conj, pron, or adv, archaic of what, which, or 
whom 

whereon /wea'ron/ adv or conj, archaic on which or what (the base - 
It restsy 

wherethrough /wea'throoh/ conj, archaic through which 
whereto /wea'tooh/ adv or cont to which or what, whither tends all 
this - Shak) - chiefly fml 

whereunto /wea'runtooh/ adv or conj, archaic whereto 
whereupon /.wcora'pon/ adv or conj 1 closely following and m conse- 
quence of which (he saw me coming, he offered me his seaty 2 on 
which; whereon - chiefly fml 

'wherever /wca'reva/ adv where in the world? - chiefly infml have 
you beenTy - or wherever or anywhere else at all - chiefly infinl (go to 
China or wherever) 

’wherever conj at, in, or to every or whatever place (he can sleep ^ he 
hkesy 

wherewith /wea'widh/ conj with or by means of which - chiefly 
fml 
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wherewithal /'weawi.dhawl/ n means, resources, specif money (jdidn’t 
hMve the ^ for an expensive dinner} 

wherry /'weri/ n 1 a long light rowing boat used to transport passengers 
on rivers and about harbours 2 a large light barge, hghter, or fishing boat 
used in Britain [ME whery] 

*whet /wet/ vt -tt- 1 to sharpen by rubbing on or with sthg (e g a stone) 
2 to make keen or more acute; stimulate < ^ the appetite} [ME whetten, 
fr OE hwettan; akin to OHG wezzen to whet, war sharp] - whetter n 
*whet ii 1 a goad, incitement 2 an appetizer 

whether /'wedha/ conj > used usu with correlative or or with or whether 
to indicate a an indirect question involving alternatives (jdectde ^ he 
should agree or protest} or a choice between 2 alternatives </ wonder 
he heard} b indifference between alternatives (^seated him next to her ^ 
by accident or design} [ME, fr OE hwtether, hwether, fr hwxther, 
hwether, pron, which of two; akin to OHG hwedar which of two, L uter, 
Gk poteros, OE hwa who] 

whetstone /*wet,stohn/ n 1 a stone for sharpening an edge (c g of a 
chisel) 2 sthg that stimulates or makes keen 

whew /fyooh/ n a half-formed whistle uttered as an exclamation express- 
ing amazement, discomfort, or relief [imit] 

whey /way/ n the watery part of milk separated from the curd, esp in 
cheese-making, and rich in lactose, minerals, and vitamins [ME. fr OE 
hwmg", akm to MD wey whey] - wheycy adj 
, whey-faced adj having a pale face (e g from fear) 

'which /wich/ adj 1 being what one or ones out of a known or limited 
group? tie should / wear?} 2 whichever <// will not fit, turn it -- way 
you like} 3 ~ used to introduce a nonrestnctive relative clause by 
modifying the noun which refers either to a preceding word or phrase or 
to a whole previous clause </ie may come, in case VH ask him} [ME. 
of what kind, which, fr OE hwik, akin to OHG wilih of what kind, which, 
both fr a prehistoric Gmc compound whose first constituent is akin to OE 
hwa who 3l whose second is represented by OE -he -ly - more at 
WHO. -ly] 

Harhich pron, pi which 1 what one out of a known or specified group‘d 
of those houses do you live in?} 2 whichever (take ^ you like} 3 - used 
to introduce a relative or esp a nonrestrictive relative clause; used in any 
grammatical relation except that of a possessive, used esp in reference to 
an animal, thing, or idea <fAe office in ^ I work} <a large dog, ^ bit me}, 
or to a human group, esp when a singular verb follows <tAis tnbe, ^ has 
aroused much interest among anthropologists}; often used in reference to 
a whole previous clause or even to a preceding sentence <can sing, is 
an advantage} (can be overcome by basing these programs on need not 
race. Which is fine - Nation Review (Melbourne)} 

'whichever /wi'cheva/ pron, pi whichever 1 whatever one out of a group 
(take 2 of the 4 optional papers, ^ you prefer} 2 no matter which 3 
which in the world? - chiefly infml did you choose?} 
^whichever adj being whatever one or ones out of a group, no matter 
which (its soothing effect will be the same way you take it - 
Punch} 

whichsoever /.wichsoh'eva/ pron or adj, archaic whichever 
whidah /wida/ n a whydah 

'whiff /wif/ n 1 a quick puff, slight gust, or inhalation, esp of air, a smell, 
smoke, or gas 2 a slight trace (a of scandal} [imit] 

^hiff VI 1 to emit whiffs, puff 2 to inhale an odour, sniff 3 to smell 
unpleasant 

whiffie /'wifl/ VI whiffling /'wifling/ 1 to blow with or emit a light 
whistling sound (the wind d in the leaves} 2 to be undecided, vacillate 
(do stop whiffling/) [prob freq of ^ whiff] - whiffler n h»' 

'whiffie.tree /-.tree/ n, NAm a swinglctree [alter, of whippletree] 
Whig /wig/ n or adj 1 (a member) of a major Bntish political group of 
the 18th and early i9th c seeking to limit royal authority and increase 
parliamentary power - compare Tory 1 2 NAm (a member) of an 
American political party formed about 1834 and succeeded about 1834 by 
the Republican party [n short for Whiggamore (member of a Scottish 
group that marched to Edinburgh in 1648 to oppose the court party); adj 
fr n] - Whiggery, Whiggisn n. Whiggish adj 
'whiie /wiel/ n 1 a period of time, esp when short and marked by the 
occurrence of an action or condition; a time (stay here fora '^} 2 the 
time and effort used; trouble (it’s worth your ) [ME, fr OE hwii; akin 
to OHO hwila time, L quies rest, quiet] 

*whfte conj la during the time that h providing that; as long as < ^ there’s 
life there’s hope} 2a when on the other hand; whereas h in spite of the 
fact that; although respected, he is not liked} 

^whilc prep, archaic or dia/ until 


while away vt to pass (time) m a leisurely, often pleasant, manner 
<while away the afternoon} 

whiles /wielz/ adv, chiefly Scot sometimes [ME (Sc) quhilis sometimes, 
formerly, fr ME (Sc) quhile, ME while, fr OE hwile formerly] 
whilst /wielst/ conj, chiefly Br while [ME whilest, alter, of whil&i, fr 
while -s, adv suffix] 

whim /wim/ n 1 a sudden, capncious. or eccentric idea or impulse: a 
fancy 2 a large capstan formerly used in mines for raising ore or water 
[short for whim-wham (tnfle, trinket), of unknown origin] 
whimbrel /*wimbr9l/ n a small Eurasian curlew [perh imit] 
whimper /'wimpa/ vi or n } (to make) a low plaintive whining sound 
2 (to make) a petulant complaint or protest [imit] 
whimsical /'wtmziki/ adj 1 full of whims; capncious 2 resulting from 
or suggesting whimsy, esp quizzical, playful (a ^ smile} [whimsy] - 
whimsically adv, whimsicalness, whimsicality /-'kabti/ n 
whimsy, whimsey /'wimzi/ n 1 a whim, capnee 2 an affected or fanciful 
device, creation, or style, esp in wnting or art [irreg fr whim-wham] 
whin /win/ n furze [ME whynne, of Scand ongin; akin to Norw kvein 
bent grass] 

whinchat /'winchat/ n a small brown and buff Old World bird [whin 
khat] 

'whine /wien/ vi to utter or make a whine -- vt to utter or express (as lO 
with a whine [ME whinen, fr OE hwinan to whiz, akin to ON hvina to 
whiz] - whiner n, whiningly adv 

’whine n 1 (a sound like) a prolonged high-pitched cry, usu expressive 
of distress or pain 2 a querulous or peevish complaint - whiny, whiney 
adj 

whinge, winge /winj/ vi, chiefly Austr & dial Br to complain, moan 
[(assumed) ME whingen, fr OE hwinsian] - whinger n 
whinny /'wini/ vb or n (to make or utter with or as if with) a low gentle 
neigh or similar sound [prob imit] 

whinstone /'win.stohn/ n any of various dark fine-grained igneous 
rocks (e g basalt) [whin (very hard rock), fr ME (northern) quin] 
'whip /wip/ vh -pp- vt 1 to take, pull, jerk, or move very quickly < ped 
out a gun} 2a to stnke with a whip or similar slender flexible implement, 
esp as a punishment, also to spank b to dnve or urge on (as lO by using 
a whip c to stnke as a whip does (ram ^ ping the pavement} 3a to bind 
• or wrap (e g a rope or rod) with cord for protection and strength b to wind 
or wrap (e g cord) round sthg 4 to oversew (an edge, hem, or seam) using 
a whipstitch, also to hem or join (e g ribbon or lace) by whipping 5 to 
beat (e g eggs or cream) into a froth with a whisk, fork, etc 6 to overcome 
decisively, defeat - infml 7 to snatch suddenly, esp stem 1 - slang ~ vi 
to move, go, or come quickly or violently ped out of the fuming at top 

speed} [ME wtppen, whippen, akin to MD wippen to move up and down, 
sway, OE wipian to wipe] - whipper n - whip into shape to bnng (sby or 
sthg) into a desired state, esp by hard work or practice 
’whip n 1 an instrument consisting usu of a lash attached to a handle, used 
for dnving and controlling animals and for punishment 2 a dessert made 
by whipping some of the ingredients iprune ~) 3 a light hoisting 
apparatus consisting of a single pulley, a block, and a rope 4 one who 
handles a whip e g a a dnver of horses, a coachman b a whipper-in 5a 
a member of Parliament or other legislative body appointed by a political 
party to enforce discipline and to secure the attendance and votes of party 
members b often cap an instruction (e g a three-line whip or a two-line 
whip) to each member of a political party in Parliament to be in 
attendance for voting c (the pnvileges and duties oO membership of the 
official parliamentary representation of a political party (was deprived of 
the Labour '^) 6 a whipping or thrashing motion 7 the quality of 
resembling a whip, esp in being flexible - wUplike adj 
'whip,cord /-.kawd/ n 1 a thin tough cord made of tightly braided or 
twisted hemp or catgut 2 a usu cotton or worsted cloth with fine diagonal 
cords or nl» [fr its use in making whips] 

.whip 'hand n a controlling position, the advantage 
whip in vt to keep (hounds in a pack) from scattenng by use of a 
whip 

'whip.iaah /-.lash/ n 1 the lash of a whip 2 whiplash, whiplash iplury 
injury to the neck resulting from a sudden sharp whipping movement of 
the neck and head (e g in a car collision) 

,whippar-'in /'wipa/ n, pi whippers-in a huntsman’s assistant who whips 
in the hounds 

whipparsnappar /'wip, snaps/ n an insignificant but impudent pr- 
son, esp a child [prob alter of earlier snippersnapper, prob fr snip f 
snap] 

whippat /wipit/ n (any of) a breed of smalt swifl slender dogs related 
to greyhounds [prob fr 'whip] 
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whipping /'wiping/ n 1 a severe beating nr chastisement 2a stitching 
with or stitches made using whipstitch b matcnal used to whip or bind 

['whip 1 *-INO] 

'whipping ,boy n 1 a boy formerly educated with a pnnce and punished 
in his stead 2 a scapegoat 

whippletree /'wipl.trce/ n a swingletree [perh irreg fr whip > free] 
whippoorwill /'wipa.wil/ /i a N Amencan nightjar [imit] 
whippy /'wipi/ adj unusually resilient, springy <a - fishing rotf) [^whip 
^ '-yJ 

'whip-, round n, chiefly Br a collection of money made usu for a 
benevolent purpose - infml ihad a to buy him a leaving presenf) 
whipsaw /^wip.saw/ n any of various types of saw with a long flexible 
blade [’whip] 

whip scorpion n any of an order of arachnids with a long slender tail 
but no sting 

whipstitch /'wip.stich/ n a very small overcasting stitch 
whipstock /'wip, stole/ n the handle of a whip 
whip up vl 1 to stir up, stimulate <whipped up the emotions of the 
crowd) 2 to produce in a hurry <77/ whip a meal up in no time) 
'whirl /wuhl/ vi 1 to move along a curving or circling course, esp with 
force or speed (jplanets ^ ing in their orbits) 2 to turn abruptly or rapidly 
round (and round) on an axis, rotate, wheel (he — cd round to face me) 
3 to pass, move, or go quickly (she ed down the hallway) 4 to become 
giddy or di//y, reel (my head’s — ing> ^vt \ to convey rapidly, whisk 
(the ambulance ^ed him away) 2 to cause to turn usu rapidly round 
(and round) on an axis, rotate [ME whirlen, prob of Scand origin, akin 
to ON hvirfla to whirl, akin to OHG wirbil whirlwind, OE hweorfan to 
turn - more at wiiari] - whirler n, whirly adj 
’whirl n 1 (sthg undergoing or having a form suggestive oO a rapid 
rotating or cirt,!ing n.u^cinenf 2a a confused tumult; a bustle (the social 
> b a confused or disturbed mental state, a turmoil (my mind is in a 
- all the time - Arnold Bennett > 3 an experimental or bnef attempt, a 
try - infml (I'll gi\c it a ^ ) 

whirligig /'wuhli,gig/ n 1 a child's toy (e g a top) that whirls 2a sthg 
that continuously whirls, moves, or changes b a whirling or circling 
course (e g of events) [ME whirlegigg, fr n/i/r/en to whirl + gigg top - 
more at 'oici] 

'whirligig ,beetle n any of numerous beetles that live mostly on the 
surface of water where they move swiftly about in curves 
whirlpool /'wuhl,poohl/ n 1 (sthg resembling, esp in attracting or 
engulfing power) a circular eddy of rapidly moving water with a central 
depression into which floating objects may be drawn 2 whiki 2a 
‘whirlwind /-,wind/ n 1 a small rapidly rotating windstorm of limited 
extent marked by an inward and upward spiral motion of the lower air 
round a core of low pressure 2 a confused rush, a whirl 
whirlybird /'wuhli.buhd/ n a helicopter - infml, not now in vogue 
whirr, whir /wuh/ vi or n -rr- (to make or revolve or move with) a 
continuous buz/ing or vibrating sound made by sihg m rapid motion [vb 
ME (Sc) quirrcn, prob of Scand ongin, akin to Dan hvtrrc to whirl, whirr, 
akin to OE hweorfan lo turn, n fr vb] 
whish /wish/ v! or n (to) swish [imit] 
whisht /wist, wish!/ vi. dial Br 'whist [imit] 

'whisk /wisk/ /I 1 a quick light brushing or whipping motion 2a any of 
vanous small usu hand-held kitchen utensils used for whisking food b a 
small bunch of flexible strands (c g twigs, feathers, or straw) attached lo 
a handle for use as a brush [ME wish, prob of Scand origin; akin to ON 
visk wisp; akin to OE wiscian to plait, L virga branch, rod] 

’whisk VI lo move lightly and swiftly ^vt 1 to convey bnskly <^ed the 
children off to bed) 2 to mix or fluff up (as lO by beating with a whisk 
3 to brush or wipe off (e g crumbs) lightly 4 to brandish lighter: flick 
< ed Its tail) 

whisker /wiska/ n la a hair of the beard or sideboards b a hairs breadth 
(lost the race by a ~) 2 any of the long projecting hairs or bristles 
growing near the mouth of an animal (e g a cat) 3 a thin hairlike crystal 
(eg of sapphire or a metal) of exceptional mechanical strength 
[back-formation fr whiskers (moustache), fr ’whisk + ’-er + -s] - whisk- 
ered adj, whiskery adj, thiskeiiness n 
whiskey /'wLski/ n whisky produced in Ireland or the USA 
Whiskey - used as a communications code word for the letter w 
whisky /'wiski/ n a spint distilled from fermented mash of rye. com, 
wheat, or esp barley [IrOaei uisce beathadh &. ScGael uisge beat ha, lit , 
water of life] 

'whisper /"wispa/ w 1 to speak softly with little or no vibration of the 
vocal cords 2 to make a hissing or rustling sound like whispered speech 
~ vr 1 to address or order in a whisper 2 to utter in a whisper 3 to report 


or suggest confidentially (it is --cd that he will soon resign) (ME 
whispereii, fr OE hwispnan, akin to OHG hwispalon to whisper, ON 
hvisla - more at whistle] - whisperer n 
’whisper n la whispering; esp speech without vibration of the vocal cords 
b a hissing or rustling sound like whispered speech 2 sthg communicated 
(as lO by whispenng e g a a rumour <^s of scandal) b a hint, trace 
'whist /wist/ VI, dial Br to be silent; hush - often used as an interjection 
to call for silence [imit] 

’whist n (any of various card games similar to) a card game for 4 players 
in 2 partnerships in which each tnck made in excess of 6 tricks scores 1 
point [alter of earlier whisk, prob fr ’whisk, fr whisking up the 
tricks] 

‘whist .drive n, Br an evening of whist playing with a periodic change 
of partners, usu with pnzes at the finish 
'whistle /'wisl/ /] 1 a device (e g a small wind instrument) in which the 
forcible passage of air, steam, the breath, etc through a slit or against a 
thin edge in a short tube produces a loud sound fa police ^)(a factory 
^ > 2 (a sound like) a shnil clear sound produced by whistling or by a 
whistle (the ^ of the wind) [ME, fr OE hwistle, akin to ON hvisla to 
whisper, hvina to whi/ - more at whine] 

’whistle vb whistling /'wisling/ vi 1 to utter a (sound like a) whistle (by 
blowing or drawing air through the puckered lips) 2 to make a whistle 
by rapid movement, also to move rapidly (as lO with such a sound (the 
tram ^ d by) 3 to blow or sound a whistle vt 1 to send, bring, call, 
or signal to (as if) by whistling 2 to produce, utter, or express by whistling 
(■^ a tune) - wbistleable adj, whistler n - whistle for to demand or 
request in vain (did a sloppy job so he can whistle for his money) 
‘whistle-,stop n 1 NAm a a small station at which trains stop only on 
signal b a small community 2 chiefly NAm a bnef personal appearance 
(to give an election speech) by a politician during a tour - whistle-stop 
adj 

whit /wit/ n the smallest part imaginable, a bit (not a abashed) (alter 
of ME wiht, wight creature, thing, bit, fr OE wiht, akin to OHG wiht 
creature, thing, ON vaettr creature] 

Whit n Whitsuntide 

'white /wiet/ adj la free from colour b of the colour white c light or 
pallid in colour (lips with fear) d of wine light yellow or amber in 
colour c Br, of coffee served with milk or cream 2a of a group or race 
charactenzed by reduced pigmentation b of or for white people (^ 
schools) 3 free from spot or blemish e g a(l) free from moral impurity, 
innocent (2) of a wedding in which the woman wears while clothes as a 
symbol of purity b not intended to cause harm (a - he) 4a dressed in 
white b accompanied by snow (a ^ Chnstmas) 5 notably ardent; 
passionate (in a ^ rage) 6 reactionary, counterrevolutionary - compare 
RED 5a 7 of light, sound, electromagnetic radiation, etc consisting of a 
wide range of frequencies simultaneously noise) [ME, fr OE hwit; 
akin to OHG hwiz white, Skt sveta] - whitely adv, whitish adj, 
whiteness n 

’white n 1 the achromatic and lightest colour that belongs to objects that 
reflect diffusely nearly all incident light 2 a white or light-coloured part 
of sthg eg a the mass of albumm-conlainmg matenal surrounding the 
yolk of an egg b the white part of the ball of the eye c (the player playing) 
the light -coloured pieces in a two-handed board game 3 sby or sthg that 
IS or approaches the colour white- eg a pi while (sports) clothing (tennis 
-s> b a while animal (c g a butterfly or pig) 4 pi leucorrhoea 5 sby 
belonging to a light-skinned race 
.white 'ant n a termite 

whitebait /’wiet.bayt/ n (any of vanous small food fishes similar to) the 
young of any of several European hemngs (e g the common hemng or 
the sprat) eaten whole [‘ white + ’half] 

'white.beam /-.beem/ n a European tree of the rose family with leaves 
covered in fine white hairs on the undersurface, white flowers, and scarlet 
berncs 

'white, beard /-.biad/ n an old man; a greybeard 
white biood cell, white cell n any of the white or colourless blood cells 
that have nuclei, do not contain haemoglobin, and are primanly con- 
cerned with body defence mechanisms and repair - compare red blood 

CELL 3” ANATOMY 

white blood corpuscle, white corpuscle n white blood cell 
.white 'campion /'kampi-an/ n a white-flowered Eurasian plant of the 
pink family 

'white,cap /-,kap/ n a wave crest breaking into white foam far from 
land 

.white 'clover n a Eurasian clover with round heads of white flowers 
that is widely used in grass-seed mixtures for lawns and pasture 
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.whittt-'collar ikdj of or being the class of nonmanual employees whose 
duties do not call for the weanng of work clothes or protective clothing 
- compare blul-coiiar 

whited /'wietid/ adj made white, csp with whitewash or bleach, 
whitened 

.whited 'sepulchre n a hypocnte [fr the simile applied by Jesus to the 
scribes & Phansees, Mt 23 27] 

white 'dwarf n a small whitish star of high surface temperature, low 
bnghtness, and high density 

white 'elephant /i 1 a property requiring much care and expense and 
yielding little proFit 2 sthg that is no longer of value (to its owner) 
.white 'feather n a mark or symbol of cowardice [fr the superstition 
that a white feather in the plumage of a gamecock is a mark of a poor 
fighter] 

'white.f iah /-.Ash/ n, pi whitefish 1 any of vanous freshwater food fishes 
related to the salmons and trouts 2 Br any of vanous market fishes (e g 
cod) with white flesh that is not oily 

.white 'flag n 1 a flag of plain white used as a flag of truce or as a token 
of surrender 2 a token of weakness or yielding 
'white.f ly / •/lie/ n, pJ whiteflies, esp collectively whitefly (an infestation 
oO any of numerous small insects that are injunous plant pests related to 
the scale insects 

.white 'friar n, often cap WAF a Carmelite fnar [fr his white habit] 
.white 'gold n a pale silvery alloy of gold, esp with nickel or palladium, 
resembling platinum in appearance 

Whitehall /'wiet,hawl, .•'•/ n the Bntish government [Whitehall, thor- 
oughfare of London in which are located the chief offices of Bniish 
government] 

'white.head /-.hed/ n a small whitish lump in the skin due to blockage 
of an oil gland duct 

.white 'heat n 1 a temperature higher than red heat, at which a body 
emits white light 2 a state of intense mental or physical activity or 
strain 

.white 'hole n a hypothetical celestial body that emits radiation of all 
wavelengths and is thought to be the converse of a black hole 
.white hope n a person expected to bnng fame and glory to his/her 
group, country, etc 

white 'hone n 1 a usu prehistonc figure of a horse made by cutting 
away the turf from a chalk hillside 2 a wave with a crest breaking into 
white foam - usu pi 

.white-'hot adj 1 at or radiating white heat 2 ardently zealous, fer 
vid 

White .House n the executive branch of the US government [the 
White House, mansion in Washington, DC, assigned to the president of 
the USA] 

.white 'lead /led/ n any of several white lead-containing pigments, esp 
a heavy poisonous carbonate of lead used formerly in exterior paints 
.white 'line n a white line painted along a road to separate traffic 
lanes 

.white-'livered adj lily-livered [fr a former belief that vigour & courage 
depend on the body's producing large quantities of yellow bile] 

.white 'magic n magic used for good purposes (e g to cure disease) 
.white man's 'burden n the supposed duty of the white peoples to 
manage the affairs of less developed peoples until they are sufficiently 
educated for independence [The White Man's Burden', poem by Rud- 
yard Kipling tl936 E writer] 

'white .matter n whitish nerve tissue that consists largely of myelinated 
nerve fibres and underlies the grey matter of the brain and spinal cord or 
IS gathered into nerves * 

white meat n light-coloured meat (e g poultry breast or veal) - compare 
RED MEAT 

white metal n any of several alloys based on tin or sometimes lead used 
esp for beanngs, type metal, and domestic utensils 
whiten /*wiet(»)n/ vb to make or become white or whiter, bleach - 

whHciier n, whitening n 

whiteout /wiet/iwt/ n a weather condition in a snowy area in which the 
honzoB cannot be seen and only dark objects are discernible [white f 
•out (as m blackout)] 

.white 'peper n, often cap WAP a (Bntish) government report usu less 
extensive than a blue book 

.white 'pepper n a condiment prepared from the husked dned bernes 
of an E Indian plant used either whole or ground - compare black 
RE rPBR 

.white 'pudding n a sausage made from minced pork meat and fat - 
compare black pudding 


.White 'Russian n 1 a Byelorussian 2 a Tsanst Russian, esp one living 
in exile 

.white 'sauce n a sauce made with milk, cream, or a chicken, veal, or 
fish stock - compare brown saucf 

.white 'slave n a woman or girl held unwillingly, esp abroad, and forced 
to be a prostitute - white slavery n 
.white 'slaver Alayva/ n sby engaged in the white-slave trade 
'white,smith /-.smith/ n 1 a tinsmith 2 sby who finishes or polishes 
newly made metal goods 

.white 'spirit n an inflammabic liquid distilled from petroleum and used 
esp as a solvent and thinner for paints 

.white su'premacy n the doctrine of the inherent supenonty of the 
white race over others white supremacist n 
'white.throat /-.ihroht/ n an Old World warbler with a white throat. 

reddish brown wings, and buff underparts tinged with pink 
.white-'tie adj charactcn/cd by or requiring the weanng of formal 
evening dress by men <a ^ dinner) 

"white.wash /-.wosh/ vt 1 to apply whitewash to 2a to gloss over or 
cover up (e g vices or enmes) b to exonerate by concealment or through 
biased presentation of data 3 to defeat overwhelmingly in a contest or 
game - infml - whitewashcr n 

^whitewash n 1 a liquid mixture (e g of lime and water or whiting, size, 
and water) for whitening outside walls or similar surfaces 2 a whitewash- 
ing 

white water n frothy water (e g in breakers or rapids) 
white way n, NAm a brilliantly lighted street or avenue, esp in a city's 
business or theatre distnet [the Gredt White Way nickn,ime for the 
theatneal section of Broadway, New York C ily] 
white ‘whale n hpiuua 2 

white wine n a wine produced from usu light coloured grapes and 
ranging in colour from yellow to amber 
'white, wood / .wood/ n (the pale or white wikxI oO any of various tree's 
(e g the lime) 

'whitey /’wicti/ n, often cup a white man a/so white society chiefly 
dcrog 

*whitey adj whity 

whither /'widha/ adv or conj 1 to or towards what place"^ - also used 
in rhetorical questions without a verb den}ocracy''^y 2 to the place at, 
in, or to which <go - you wish) 3 to which plao* LISF chiefly fml [adv 
ME, fr OE hwider akin to L quis who & to OE hu/er hither - more at 
WHO, HI I HI R, conj fr adv] 

* whithersoever /.widhasoh'eva/ ton/ to whatever place <^willgo - you 
lead) - fml 

'whiting /'wieling/ n any of vanous marine food fishes, esp one related 
to the cod [ME, fr MD witinc, fr wit white, akin to OE hw/r white] 
'whiting n washed and ground chalk used esp as a pigment and in paper 
coating [ME, fr gerund of v^hiten to make white] 
whitlow /witloh/ n a deep usu pus producing inflammation of the finger 
or loc, esp round the nail (ME whitflawe, )*hitnowe, whitlowe, prob fr 
whit white + llawe break, fissure] 

Whitmonday /wit'munday, -di/ n the day after Whitsunday, formerly 
observed as a public holiday in England, Wales, and N Ireland [Whit- 
(as in Whitsunday) Monday] 

Whitsun /’wits(a)n/ adj or n (of, being, or observed on or at) Whitsun- 
day or Whitsuntide [ME Whitson, fr Whitsonday] 

Whitsunday /wit'sunday, -di/ n a Chnstian feast on the 7th Sunday 
after Easter commemorating the descent of the Holy Spint at Pentecost 
(ME Whitsonday, fr OE hwita sunnandxg, lit . white Sunday, prob fr the 
custom of weanng white robes by the newly baptized, who were numerous 
at this season] 

Whitsuntide /'wits(a)n,tied/ n Whitsunday end Whitmonday and/or 
the days of public holiday celebrated together with or in place of these 
days 

'whittle /'witl/ n, archaic or dial a large knife (ME whittel, alter of 
thwitel, fr thwiten to whittle, fr OE thwitan; akin to ON thveita to 
hew] 

'whiUle vb whittling /'witling, 'witl-ing/ vt 1$ to pare or cut off chips 
from the surface of (wood) with a knife b to shape or form by so panng 
or cutting 2 to reduce, remove, or destroy gradually as if by cutting off 
bits with a knife, pare - usu + down or away down expenses) vi 
to cut or shape sthg, esp wood, (as lO by panng it with a knife - 
Whittier n 

whity, whitey /'wieti/ adj somewhat white, whitish - usu in combination 
<- grey) 

'whiz, whin /wiz/ vt -zz- 1 to (move with a) buzz, whirr, or hiss like an 
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arrow or ball passing through air 2 to move swiftly - infml [imil] - whiz 
n, whizzcr n 

‘whiz n WIZARD 2 - infml [prob by shortening & alter ] 

'whiz*, bang, whizz-bang n 1 a high-explosive shell whose explosion is 
heard directly after the noise of its flight 2 sby or sthg conspicuously fast, 
noisy, or startling - infml or joum 

'whiz ,kid, whizz kid n sby who is unusually intelligent, clever, or 
successful, esp at an early age ['whiz] 

who /hoo, strong hooh/ pron, pi who 1 what or which person or people‘s 
2 used to introduce a restrictive or nonrestnctive relative clause in 
reference to a person or animal (^my father, ^ was a lawyer^, or to a 
human group, esp when a pi verb follows (an orchestra - play the 
wartime hits - Hie Observer} 3 archaic the person or people that, 
whoever USE often used as object of a verb or of a following preposition 
though still disapproved of by some <a character ^ we are meant to pity 

- TLS} [ME, fr OE hwa, akin to OHG hwer, interrog pron, who, L quis, 
Gk ns, I, quj. relative pron, who) - who is/was who the identity of or the 
noteworthy facts about each of a number of people 

whoa /'woh a, woh/ inte/j - used as a command (e g to a draught animal) 
to stand still [ME whoo, who] 

whodunit also whodunnit /.hooh'dunit/ n a play, film, or story dealing 
with the detection of enme or criminals [substandard or facetious who 
done 11 “^ who did it?] 

whoever /hooh'eva/ pron 1 whatever (person 2 no matter who 3 who 
in the world*^ - chiefly infml can it be'') USE used in any 
grammatical relation except that of a possessive 
'whole /hohl/ adj la free of wound, injury, defect, or impairment, intact, 
unhurt, or healthy b restored 2 having all its proper constituents, 
unmodified < - milk ) 3 each or all of. entire (made the class stay in} 
4a constituting an iii>uivuh‘d unit, unbroken (the snake swallowed the 
rabbit b directed to (the accomplishment oO 1 end or aim (we have 
concentrated our - efforts on it} 5 very great - in a whole lot (feels a 

- lot better now} 6 having the same parents as another (a -- brother} 
(ME hix>l healthy, unhurt, entire, fr OE hal, akin to OHG heiJ healthy, 
unhurt, ON hcill, OSlav cilQ] ~ wholeness n 

‘whole n 1 a complete amount or sum, sthg lacking no part, member or 
element <^the ^ of society} 2 sthg constituting a complex unity, a 
coherent system or organization of parts - as a whole considered ail 
together as a body rather than as individuals - on the whole 1 in view 
of all the circumstances 2 in most instances, typically 
'whole.food A.foohd/ n food (e g pulses and grains) in a simple and 
natural form that has undergone minimal processing and refining - 
compare HrAiTii food, junk iood 

.whole 'gale n wind having a speed of 89 to 102km/h (55 to 65iTiph) 
.whole'hearted /-'hahtid/ adj earnestly committed or devoted, free 
from all reserve or hesitation - wholeheartedly adv 
.whole 'hog n the whole way or farthest limit - infml, chiefly in go the 
whole hog 

.whole-length adj full-length 

'whole.meal /-.meel/ adj made with (flour from) ground entire wheat 
kernels 

'whole .note n, NAm a semibreve 
.whole 'number n an integer 

''whole,tale /-.sayl/ n the sale of commodities in large quantities usu for 
resale (by a retailer) - compare rhaii 
‘wholesale adj or adv 1 (sold or selling) at wholesale 2 (performed) on 
a large scale, esp without discnmination slaughter} 

'whole.8aler /-.sayla/ n one who sells chiefly to retailers, merchants, or 
industnal, institutional, and commercial users mainly for resale or busi- 
ness use - wholesale vb 

'wholesome /-s(n)m/ adj 1 promoting health or well-being of mind or 
spint (things that aren’t for the young} 2 promoting health of body 
<fl light ~ diet}, also healthy (-^ -looking children} 3 based on 
well-grounded fear, prudent (a ~ respect for the law} [ME holsom, 
hoolsom. fr hoi, hool healthy, whole ^ -som -some] - wholesomely adv, 
wholesomeness n 
'whole-, time adj full-time 

'whole ,tone n a musical interval (eg C-D or G-A) composing 2 
semitones 

wholly /'hohMi/ adv 1 to the ftill or entire extent, completely <- 
incompetent} 2 to the exclusion of other things; solely (a book dealing 
^ with herbs} [ME hoolly, fr hool whole] 
whom /hoohm/ pron, objective case of who - used as an interrogative 
or relative; used as object of a preceding preposition (to know for ~ the 
bell tolls - John Donne>; or less frequently as object of a verb or of a 


following preposition (the man you wrote to} though now often 
considered stilted, esp as an interrogative and esp m oral use; occas used 
in the environment of a verb of which it might mistakenly be considered 
the subject (taking no bets on The Sex Symbol . is supposed tobe- 
The Sun} [ME, fr OE hwam, dat of hwa who] 
whomever /hoohm'eva/ pron, objective case of whoevlr 
whomso /'hoohmsoh/ pron, objective case of whoso 
whomsoever /.hoohmsoh'eva/ pron. objective case of whosoever 
'whoop /woohp/ VI to utter or make a whoop ^ vr I to utter or express 
with a whoop 2 to urge or cheer on with a whoop [ME whopen, fr ME 
houpper, of imit origin] - whoop it up to celebrate noiously, carouse - 
infml 

‘whoop n 1 a loud yell expressive of eagerness, exuberance, or jubilation 
2 the hoot of an owl. crane, etc 3 the crowing intake of breath following 
a paroxysm in whooping anigh 

'whoopee /woo'pec/ mteij - used to express exuberance [irreg fr 
^ whoop] 

‘whoopee Awoopi/ n boisterous convivial fun - in make whoopee-, 
infml 

'whoopee .cushion n an inflatable tnek cushion which produces a 
vulgar noise when sat on 

whooper swan /'hoohpa/ n a large white yellow-billed Old World 
swan with a loud ringing call 

'whooping .cough /’hoohpmg/ n an infectious bactenal disease, esp of 
children, marked by a convulsive spasmodic cough sometimes followed 
by a crowing intake of breath 

whooping crane /'hoohpmg/ n a large white nearly extinct N Amen- 
can crane noted for its loud mournful nnging call 
whoops /woops, woohps/ mterj oops 

whoosh /woosh, woohsh/ vi or n (to move quickly with) a swift or 
explosive rushing sound (cars - ing along the motorway} [imit] 
whop /wop/ vt -pp- 1 to beat, strike 2 to defeat totally USE infml [ME 
whappen, alter of wappen to throw violently] 
whopper /'wopa/ n 1 sthg unusually large or otherwise extreme of its 
kind 2 an extravagant or monstrous lie USE infml [whop r ^-er] 
'whopping /'woping/ adj extremely big - infml (won by a 
majonty} 

‘whopping adv very, extremely - infml (a - great oil tanker} 
'whore /haw/ n a prostitute [ME hore, fr OE hore-, akin to ON hora 
whore, horr adulterer, L earns dear - more at charity] 

‘whore VI 1 to have sexual intercourse outside marnage, esp with a 
prostitute 2 to pursue an unworthy or idolatrous desire (growth was a 
false god which had been d after for too long - The Guardian} 
whoredom /'hawd(p)m/ n the practice of prostitution [ME hordom 
sexual immorality, idolatrous practices, fr ON horddmr adultery, fr 
horr] 

'whore.house /-.hows/ n a brothel 

'whore.master /-.mahsta/ n, archaic a man who consorts with prosti- 
tutes or IS given to lechery 
'whore.monger /-.mung ga/ n a whoremaster 
whorl /wuhl, wawl/ /i 1 an arrangement of similar anatomical parts (e g 
leaves) in a circle round a point on an axis (e g a stem) ^--3“ plant 2 
sthg spiral in form or movement, a swirl s of smoke'^ 3 a single turn 
of a spiral (shape) 4 a fingerpnnt in which the central ndges turn through 
at least 1 complete circle [ME wharle, whorle small pulley in a spinning 
machine, prob alter, of whirle, fr whirlen to whirl] - wborled adj 
whortleberry /’wuhtlb(a)ri, -.ben/ n a bilberry- [alter of earlier hurtle- 
berry, fr ME hurtilberye, irreg fr OE horte whortleberry r ME berye 
berry] 

'whose /hoohz/ adj of whom or which, esp as pos.scssor or possessors < ^ 
hat IS thisT}, agent or agents (the courts, - decisions / uphold}, or object 
or objects of an action (the factory in ^ construction they were involved} 
[ME whos, gen of who. what] 

‘whose pron, pi whose that which belongs to whom - used without a 
following noun as a pronoun equivalent in meaning to the adjective whose 
(tell me ~ it was - Shak) 

whosesoever /.hoohz suh'eva/ adj. archaic of whomsoever 
whoso /’hoohsoh/ pron, archaic whoever 
whosoever /.hoohsoh'eva/ pron, archaic whoever 
'why /wie/ adv for what cause, reason, or purpose? [ME, fr OE bwy, 
instrumental case of hwatt what - more at what] - why not - used in 
making a suggestion <why not boil them^ 

‘why conj 1 the cause, reason, or purpose for which (that's ^ I’m so 
/!/«/> 2 on which grounds (the reason ^ / left} 
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*why n. pt irhys a reason, cause ~ chiefly in the whys and wherefores 
^wants to know the and wherefores^ 

*why tnteij > used to express mild surpnse, hesitation, approval, dis 
approval, or impatience <«', here’s what / w-as looking for') ['why] 
whydah, whidah /'wida/ n any of vanous mostly black and white 
Afncan weaver birds [alter (influenced by Whydah, town in Dahomey) 
of widow {birdy, fr its dark plumage suggesting a widow's dress] 

Wfok /wik/ n a cord, stnp, or cylinder of loosely woven material through 
which a liquid (e g paraflin, oil, or melted wax) is drawn by capillary 
action to the top in a candle, lamp, oil stove, etc for burning [ME weke, 
wicke, fr OE weoce; akin to OHG wiohha wick, OIr figim I weave] 
wicked /wikid/ adj 1 morally bad, evil 2 disposed to mischief roguish 
<a — gnn} 3 very unpleasant, vicious, or dangerous <a waste') - infml 
[ME, alter of wicke wicked, pcrh fr OE wicca wizard] - wickedly adv, 
wickedness n 

wicker /'wika/ adj or n (made oO interlaced osiers, twigs, canes, or rods 
<a ^ basket [n ME wiker, of Scand ongin, akin to Sw dial vikker 
willow, ON veikr weak - more at wfak, adj fr n] 

'wickerwork /-.wuhk/ n (work consisting oO wicker 
wicket /'wikit/ n 1 a small gate or door, esp one forming part of or 
placed near a larger one 2 an opening like a window, esp a gniled or 
grated wmdow through which business is transacted (e g at a bank) 3 a 
small gate for emptying the chamber of a canal lock or regulating the 
amount of water passing through a channel 4a either of the 2 sets of 
stumps set 22yd (20 12m) apart, at which the ball is bowled and which 
the batsman defends in cncket b the area 12fl (3 66m) wide bounded by 
these wickets c a terminated innings of a batsman, also a partnership 
between 2 batsmen who are in at the same time (jthe 4th put on 57 
runs) d an innings of a batsman that is not completed or never begun 
<won by 5 -^s) 5 situation or set of circumstances - in on a good/bad 
wicket, on a sticky wicket, infml [ME wiket, fr ONF, of Gmc origin akin 
to MD wiket wicket, OE wican to yield - more at wfak.] 
'wicket.kecpcr /-.keeps/ n the fieldsman in cricket who is stationed 
behind the batsman’s wicket and whose object is to catch balls missed or 
hit with the edge of the bat by the batsman and to stump him if possible 
3^ Si ort - wicketkeeping n 

wickiup /'wiki.up/ n a N Amencan Indian hut made of reeds, grass, or 
brushwood [Fox wikiyap dwelling] 

widdershins /widaiShinz/ adv in a left-handed, wrong, or contrary 
direction, specif anticlockwise [MLG wedderstnnes, fr MHG wider 
sinnes, fr wtdersinnen to go back, fr wider back, against, again f sinnen 
to go] 

'widdle /’widl/ w widdling /’widl mg/ to urinate - infml [prob fr wee-wee 
+ piddle] 

twiddle n (an act of passing) unne - infml 

'wide /wied/ adj la having great honzontal extent, vast <a ~ area) b 
embracing much, cximprfhfnsive 1 (^reaches a ^ public) 2a having a 
specified width <i/? ^ > b having much extent between the sides broad 
<a doorway) e fully opened (wide-eyed) 3a extending or fluctuating 
over a considerable range (a ^ vanation > b distant or deviating from 
sthg specified </us remark was ^ of the truth) 4 of, occupying, passing 
throu^, or bang a fielding position m cncket near a line perpendicular 
to and equidistant from each wicka mid-off) 5 Br shrewd, astute 
slang <fAc ^ boys) [ME, fr OE wid, akin to OHG wit wide] - widely 
adv, widen vb, wideness n, widiah adj 
^idc adv 1 over a great distance or extent, widely {searched far and ^ ) 
2a so as to leave much space or distance between {legs ~ apart) b so as 
to miss or clear a point by a considerable distance {the bullet went ^ ) 
3 to the fullest extent, completely - often as an intensive f open ** 
*wide n a ball bowled in cncket that is out of reach of the batsman in his 
normal position and counts as 1 run to his side 
•wide comb form (n - adj) over (a specified distance, area, or extent), 
throughout (a specified area or scope) {a nationwide business) {expanded 
the business country-wide) 

.widP-'angl# adj (having or using a camera with a lens) that has an angle 
of view snder than the ordinary 

.widM'wake adj 1 fully awake 2 alertly watchful, esp for advantages 
or opportunities 

.widp-'pyed adj 1 amazed, astonished 2 marked by uncnticai acceptance 
or admiration, naive { ^ innocence) 

,wide-'scrMn of or bang a projected picture that is substantially 
svider than it is high 

‘widP.dpread /-.spred/ adj 1 widely extended or spread out 2 widely 
diffused or prevalent pubhc mferesr) 

widgeon also wigeoa /wijin/ n, pi widgrana, esp collectively widgeon (a 


duck related to) an Old World freshwater dabbling duck the male of 
which has a chestnut head [ongin unknown] 

'widow /'widoh/ n la a woman whose husband has died (and who has 
not remarned) b a woman whose husband spends much time away from 
her pursuing a specified (sporting) activity {a golf -- ) 2 an extra (part 
of a) hand of cards dealt face down and usu placed at the disposal of the 
highest bidder 3 a single usu short last line (e g of a paragraph) at the 
top of a pnnted page or column [ME widewe, fr OE wuduwe\ akin to 
OHG wituwa widow, L vidua widow, videre to separate, Gk eitheos 
unmamed youth] 

’widow V/ 1 to cause to become a widow 2 to depnve of sthg greatly 
valued or needed 

widower /"widoh a/ n a man whose wife has died (and who has not 
remained) [ME widewer, alter of wedoW widow, widower, fr OE 
wuduwa widower akin to OE wuduwe widow] 

‘widowhood /-hood/ n (the penod diinng which a woman remains in) 
the state of being a widow 

.widow's 'cruse n an unfailing source of supply [fr the widow whose 
cruse of oil was made unfailing (1 Kings 17 14-16)] 
widow's 'mite n a small gift, esp of money ungrudgingly given by one 
who can little afford it [fr the widow who cast 2 mites (a farthing) into 
the Temple treasury (Mark 12 42)] 

widow's 'peak n a point formed by the downward growth of the 
hairline in the middle of the forehead 
width /wit th, width/ n I the measurement taken at nght angles to the 
length 2 largeness of extent or scope 3 a measured and cut piece of 
matenal {a of calico) [wide + th] 

'widthways / way// ad\ in the direction of the width crosswise 
'widthwise / wiez/ adv widthways 

wieid /wceld/ vt 1 to handle (e g a tool) efFeciively ('^ a broom) 2 to 
exert, exercise influenced [ME wc/t/en to control frOF wieldan akin 

to OHG waltan to rule, I valere to be strong be worth] wielder n 
wiener /’ween^/ n, NAm a frankfurter [short for Wienerwurst fr G fr 
wiener of Vienna + wurst sausage] 

Wiener schnitzel /'veena shmtsal/ n a thin breadcrumbed fried veal 
escalope [G, fr wiener + schnitzel cutlet] 
wife /wicf/ n, pi wives /wievz/ 1 a woman acting m a specified capacity 
- in combination {fishwife) 2 a married woman, esp in relation to her 
husband {John’s > 3 dial a woman [ME wif, fr OF wif akin to OHG 
wib wife] wifehood n, wifeless adj 
'wifeilke / liek/ adj wifely 

' ‘wifely / li/ adj of or befitting a good wife wifeliness n 
'wife-.swapping n the temporary exchange of sexual partners by 2 or 
more marned couples 

wig /wig/ n a manufactured covenng of natural or synthetic hair for the 
(bald part of a) head [short for penwig] wigged adj, wigless adj 
wigeon /‘wijin/ n, p! wigeons, esp collectively wigeon a widgeon 
wigging /'wiging/ n a severe scolding infml [wig (rebuke), perh fr 
bigwig] 

'wiggle /'wigl/ vb wiggling /’wigling, ‘wigl mg/ to (cause to) move with 
quick jerky or turning motions or smoothly from side to side {his toes 
•^d) [ME wigJen, fr or akin to MD or MLG wiggelen to totter, akin to 
OE wegan to move more at way] - wiggler n 
’wiggle n 1 a wiggling movement 2 a wavy line a squiggle - wiggly 
adj 

wigwag /'wig.wag/ vb -gg- vi to send a signal (as lO by waving a flag 
or light according to a code ~ vf 1 to signal by wigwagging 2 to cause 
to wigwag [E dial wig to move + E wag] - wigwag n 
wigwam /'wig.wam/ /i a N Amencan Indian hut having a framework 
of poles covered with bark, rush mats, or hides [Abnaki & Massachuset 
wikwam] 

^wilco /'wilkoh/ inteij - used esp in radio and Signalling to indicate that 
a message received will be complied with [wih comply] 

'wild /wield/ adj la (of organisms) living in a natural state and not 
(ordinanly) tame, domesticated, or cultivated b(l) growing or produced 
without the aid and care of humans honey) (2) related to or 
resembling a corresponding cultivated or domesticated organism 
strawbemes) 2 not (amenable to being) inhabited or cultivated 3a(l)free 
from restraint or regulation, uncontrolled (2) emotionally overcome 
with gnef^ also passionately eager or enthusiastic {was about jazz) 
(3) very angry, infuriated {drove me ^ with his whining) b marked by 
great agitation frenzy), also stormy {a night) c going beyond 
reasonable or conventional bounds, fantastic {beyond my '^est dreams) 
d indicative of strong passion or emotion {a ~ gleam in his eyes) 4 
unavilized. bai1»nc 5a deviating from the intended or regular course 
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ithe throw was -^ > b having no logical basis, random <;i guess/ 6 of 
a playing card able lo reprcscnl any card designated by the holder (MK 
Wilde, fr OE, akin to OHG wildi wild, W gwylit] - wildish adj, wildly adv, 
wildness n 

'wild n 1 wiiDiRNi-ss la 2 a wild, free, or natural slate or existenLC 
(living in the ~ ) 

’wild adv in a wild manner e g a without regulation or control (rhododen- 
drons growing — ; b off an intended or expected course 
.wild and 'woolly 1 lacking refinement; uncivili/ed (a towny 2 
impractical, visionary (a '> idealist} 

.wild 'boar n an Old World wild pig from which most domestic pigs have 
derived 

'‘wild.cat /-.kat/ n. pi wildcats, ( lb) wildcats, esp collectively wildcat la 
either of 2 cats that resemble but are heavier in build than the domestic 
cat and are usu held to be among its ancestors b any of various small or 
mcdium-M7cd cats (eg the lynx or ocelot) 2 a savage quick-tempered 
person 3 a wildcat oil or gas well 

’wildcat adj 1 operating. priKluced, or carried on outside the bounds of 
standard or legitimate business practices (a ^ insurance scheme} 2 of 
or being an oil or gas well drilled in territory not known to be prixluctive 
3 initiated by a group of workeis without formal union approval or in 
violation of a contract <a ~ strike^ 

’wildcat VI -tt- to prospect and drill an experimental oil or gas well - 
wildcatter n 

wildebeest /'wild3.beest. 'vil-/ n. pi wildebeests, esp collectively wilde- 
beest a gnu [Afrik wildebcev (pi wildebcesic), fr wildc wild * bees ox, 
beast] 

wilderness /‘wildams/ n la a (barren) region or area that is (essentially) 
uncultivated and uninhabited by human beings b an empty or pathless 
area or icgiop (fhv ' j.ifc -es of spaic^ c a part of a garden or nature 
reserve devoted to wild growth 2 a confusing multitude or mass 3 the 
slate of exclusion from office or power [ME, fr wildcm wild, fr OE 
wilddcoren of wild beasts] 

Wild-'eyed adj 1 glaring wildly 2 excessively idealistic, impracticable 
' schemes > 

'wild, fire /-.fie a/ n I sthg that spreads very rapidly - usu in like wildfire 
2 a phosphorescent glow (e g will-o’-ihe-wisp) 

'wild.fowl /-.fowl/ n a wild duck, goose, or other game bird, esp a 
waterfowl -- wildfowler n, wildfuwling n 
.wild-'gooae .chase n a hopeless pursuit after sthg unattainable 
.wild 'horse n a horse of the Russian Step|>es that is the sole surviving 
wild ancestor of the domestic horse 

.wild 'hyacinth n a common European spnng-flowcnng wtKxfIand plant 
of the Illy family with spikes of blue drooping flowers, a bluebell 
wilding /'wielding/ n (the fruit oO a plant, esp a wild apple or crab apple, 
growing uncultivatcxl ['wild i -/rj)f one belonging lo or descended from 
such a kind, fr ME, fr OE] 

'wild.life /'.licf/ n wild animals 
.wild 'man n 1 a savage 2 a radical extremist 
.wild 'oat n I a wild grass common as a weed in meadow's - ^ plant 
2 pi offences and indiscretions of youth, esp premarital promiscuity - usu 
in sow one's wild oats 

.wild 'silk n silk, pnxluccd by wild silkworms, that is coarser and stronger 
than cultivated silk 

.wild 'thyme n a low-growing thyme with clusters of pink flowers 
'wild .type n the typical form of an organism as ordinarily encountered 
in contrast to atypical mutant individuals symbol - wild-type 
adj 

.wild 'West n the W USA in its frontier period 
'wile /wiel/ n a deceitful or beguiling trick or stratagem - usu pi [ME wil, 
fr (assumed) ONE, prob of Gmc ongin, akin to OE wigle divination 
more at wit at] 

’wile vt 1 to lure, entice 2 to while [(2) by alter ] 
wilful, NAin chiefly willful /'wilf(d)l/ adj 1 obstinately and often 
perversely self-willed 2 done deliberately, intentional - wilfully adv, 
wilfulness n 

'will /wil/ vb, pres sing A pi will; pres neg won't /wohnt/; past would 
/wad, strongwood/ va I ~ used to express choice, willingness, or consent 
or in negative constructions refusal (can find no one who ~ take the 
job} (if we ^ all do our best}, used in the question form with the force 
of a request (^ you please stop talking} or of an offer or suggestion < 
you have some tea?} 2 ~ used to express custom or inevitable tendency 
(accidents - happen}-, used with emphatic stress to express exasperation 
(he ^ call the record player the 'gramophone' - John Fowics) 3 - used 
to express futurity (tomorrow morning I ~ wake up in this Hrst-class 


hotel suite ~ Tennessee Williams) 4 can (the back seat ~ hold 3 
passengers) 5 - used to express logical probability (that be the 
milkman} 6 used to express determination or to command or urge (I 
have made up my mind to go. and go f ‘^} (you ~ do as I say, at once} 
'-VI 1 10 wish, desire (whether we — or no} 2 archaic lo be about lo 
go (thither - I then - Sir Walter Scott) [ME (1 & 3 sing, pres indic). 
fr OE wille (infinitive wyllan), akin to OHG will (3 sing pres indic) wills. 

L velle to wish, will] 

’will /? 1 a desire, wish eg a a resolute intention (where there’s a ~ 
there’s a way} b an incimation </ did it against my ^ } c a choice, wish 
(the ^ of the people} 2 what is wished or ordained by the specified agent 
(God’s ^ be done} 3a a mental power by which one '(apparently) 
controls one’s wishes, intentions, etc (has a of her own} b an 
inclination to act according to principles or ends (the — to believe} e a 
specified attitude towards others (bear him no ill ^} 4 willpower, 
self-control (u man of iron - > 5 a (written) legal declaration of the 
manner in which sby would have his/her property disposed of after 
his/her death [ME, fr OF willa will, desire, akin lo OE wille] - will-less 
adj - at will as one wishes, as or when it pleases or suits oneself 
’will vt 1 to bequeath 2a to determine deliberately, purpose b to decree, 
ordain < Providence - s /f> c to (attempt lo) cause by exercise of the will 

< '-cd her to go away) vi to exercise the will - wilier n 
willie /'will/ n, Br a penis - euph [ WilJie, nickname for William] 
willies /'wiliz/ n pi nervousness, jitters - ^ the, infml [origin 

unknown] 

'willing /'wilmg/ adj 1 inclined or favourably disposed in mind, ready 

< - to work} 2 prompt to act or respond (a ~ horse/ 3 done, borne, 
or given without reluctance help} - willingly adv, willingness n 

’willing n chctrful alacrity - in show willing 

will-o'-the-wisp /.wil a dha 'wisp/ n 1 a phosphorescent light some- 
times seen over marshy ground and often caused by the combustion of gas 
from decomposed organic matter 2 an enticing but elusive goal 3 an 
unreliable or elusive person [IF/// (nickname for William) * of ^ the ■* 
wisp] 

willow /'wiloh/ n 1 any of a genus of trees and shrubs beanng catkins 
of petal-less flowers 2 an object made of willow wood, esp a cricket bat 
- infml [ME wilghc, wilowe, fr OE welig, akin to MHG wilge willow, Gk 
helike] - wlllowlike adj 

'willow, herb /-.huhb/ n any of a genus of plants of the evening-pnmrosc 
family, esp ROsriiAS willowhlrb 

'willow .pattern n china tableware decorated with a usu blue-and-white 
story-telling design of oriental style [fr the large willow tree in the 
design] 

'willow .warbler n a small greenish Old World warbler 
willowy /'wiloh i/ adj 1 full of willows 2a supple, pliant b gracefully 
tall and slender 

'willpower /-.powa/ n self-control, resoluteness 
willy-nilly /.wili 'mli/ adv or adj 1 by compulsion, without choice 2 
(earned out or occurnng) in a haphazard or random manner (distnbuted 
the gifts among the crowd} [alter of will I mil I or will ye mil ye or 
will he mil he, arch mil (lo be unwilling) fr ME mien, fr OE nyllan, fr 
ne not wyllan to wish] 

willy-willy /'wili .wih/ n. Austr a whirlwind [prob fr native name in 
Australia] 

'Wilson's di.sease /'wils(3)nz/ n a congenital disease, caused by an 
inability of the body to deal with copper in the diet, in which the liver 
degenerates and there is often severe mental disorder [Samuel Wilson 
tl'>37 E neurologist] 

'wilt /wilt/ archaic pres 2 sing of 'wili 

’wilt vf 1 of a plant to lose freshness and become flaccid, droop 2 to grow 
weak or faint, languish ^ vt to cause to wilt [alter, of earlier welk, fr ME 
welken, prob fr MD, akin lo OHG erwelken to wilt] 

’wilt n a disease of plants marked by wilting 

Wilton /'wili(a)n/ n (a carpet woven in) a weave in which the threads 
of the cut or uncut pile form an integral part of the carpet structure - 
compare axminster [Wilton, town in Wiltshire, England] 
wily /'wieli/ adj full of wiles; crafty - wiiily adv, willness n 
wimple /'wimpl/ vt or n wimpling /'wimpl-ing/ (to cover with or as if 
with) a cloth covenng worn over the head and round the neck and chin, 
esp by women in the late medieval penod and by some nuns [n ME 
wimpel, fr OE, akin to OE wipian to wipe; vb fr n) 

Wimpy /"wimpi/ trademark - used for a fried hamburger served in a 
plain bread bun 

'win /win/ vb -no-; won /wun/ vi la to gam the victory in a contest, 
succeed (always '^sat chess} b to be right in an argument, dispute, etc. 
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mIso to have one’s way <0#^, you we'll go to the theatre^ 2 to succeed 

in amving at a place or a state - esp in to win free la to get 
possession of by qualities or fortune <'^ fAeir approvaf} <won £1(T) b to 
obtain by effort; earn (jstnving to a living from the soil} 2a to gain 
(as lO in battle or contest the victory} b to be the victor in <won the 
war} 3a to solicit and gam the favour of; also to persuade - usu ^ over 
or round b to induce (a woman) to accept oneself in marnage 4 to obtain 
(e g ore, coal, or clay) by mining 5 to reach by expenditure of effort 
the summit} [ME winnen, fr OE winnan to struggle, akin to OHG 
winnan to struggle, L venus love, charm] ~ winnable adj 
*win n 1 a victory or success, esp in a game or sporting contest 2 first place 
at the fmish, esp of a horse race 

wince /wins/ vi to shnnk back involuntarily (e g from pain), flinch [ME 
wenchen to be impatient, dart about, fr (assumed) ONF wenchier, of Gmc 
ongin; akin to OHG wankon to totter. OE wincian to wink] - 
wince n 

wincey /'winsi/ n a plain or twilled fabnc, usu with a cotton or linen 
warp and wool weft, used esp for shirts and nightclothes [alter of hn^ey 
(linsey-woolsey)] 

winceyette /.wmsi'et/ n a lightweight usu cotton fabric napped on 1 or 
both sides 

'winch /winch/ n 1 any of vanous machines or instruments for hoisting 
or pulling; a windlass 2 a crank or handle for giving motion to a machine 
(eg a gnndstone) [ME winche roller, reel, fr OE wince, akin to OE 
wincian to wink] 

*winch vt to hoist (as lO with a winch - often f up ~ wincher n ^ 
'wind /wind/ /i I a (natural) movement of air, esp horizontally 
ENERGY 2 a force or agency that carnes along or influences; a trend \the 
of change} 3a breath 4 (the fall knocked the - out of him} b 
BREATH 2a (soon recovered his ^} c the pit of the stomach 4 gas 
generated m the stomach or the intestines 5 mere talk, idle words 6 air 
carrying a scent (e g of a hunter or game) 7i musical wind instruments 
collectively, esp as distinguished from stringed and percussion instru- 
ments b sing or pi in constr the group of players of such instruments 8 
(a compass point corresponding to) a direction from which the wind may 
blow [ME, fr OE; akin to OHG wmt wind, L ventus, Gk aenai to blow. 
Skt vati It blows] - windless adj, wfndlessly adv, windleaaness n - before 
the wind in the same direction as the mam force of the wind - close to 
the wind 1 as nearly as possible against the mam force of the wind 2 close 
to a point of danger, near the permissible limit > have the wind up to be 
scared or fnghtened - in the wind about to happen, astir, afoot - off the 
wind away from the direction from which the wind \\ blowing - on the 
wind towards the direction from which the vnnd is blowing - put the wind 
uptoscare, fnghten - under the wind 1 to leeward 2 m a place protected 
from the wind; under the lee 

*wind /wind/ vt 1 to detect or follow by scent 2 to make short of breath 
3 to rest (e g a horse) m order to allow the breath to be recovered 
hvind /mend/ vt winded, wound /wownd/ to sound (e g a call or note) 
on a horn ['wind] 

\vind /wiend/ vb wound /wownd/ also winded w 1 to bend or warp 2 
to have a curving course, extend or proceed in curves (path ~ s down the 
htll} 3 to coil, twine 4 to turn when lying at anchor 5 to undergo winding 
(car window won 't '^} ^vt la to surround or wrap with sthg pliable < 
the baby in a shawl} b to turn completely or repeatedly, esp about an 
object; coil wool into a ball} c(l) to hoist or haul by means of a rope 

or chain and a windlass (2) to move (a ship) by hauling on a capstan d(l) 
to tighten the spnng of the clock} (2) to put into the specified state 
or position by winding the speedometer back} e to raise to a hi^ 
level (e g of excitement or tension) - usu + up <wound himself up into 
a frenzy} 2 to make (one's way or course) (as if) by a curving route [ME 
winden, fr OE windan to twist, move with speed or force, brandish; akin 
to OHG wintan to wind, Umbnan ohavendu let him turn aside] - winder 
/'wienda/ n 

"wind /wiend/ n a coil, turn 

windagai /'windij/ n 1 the differaice between the diameter of the bore 
of a gun and that of the projectile cylinder 2 the amount of sight 
deflection necessary to compensate for wind displacement in aiming a gun 
['wind) 

windbag /'wind,bag/ n an excessively talkative person - infml 
windblown /'wind.blohn/ adj blown by the wind; esp shaped or 
deformed by the prevailing winds trees} 

windbreak /'wind,brayk/ n sthg (e g a growth of trees or a fence) that 
breaks the force of the wind 

*wpnd-,brokan /wind/ adj, of a horse broken>winded 


'wlnd.burn /-.buhn/ n irntation caused by wind on the skin - wind- 
burned, windbnmt adj 

'wind, cheater /-.chceta/ n, chiefly Br a weatherproof or windproof coat 
or jacket; an anorak 

‘wind, chill /-,chil/ n the still-air temperature with the same cooling effect 
on exposed human flesh as a given combination of temperature and wind 
speed 

‘wind-.cone /wind/ n a wmd-sock 

wind down /wiend/ vi to become gradually more relaxed, unwind ^ vt 
to bnng to an end gradually, cause to cease (are winding down their 
operations in France} 

windfall /'wind,fawl/ n 1 sthg, esp a fruit, blown down by the wind 2 
an unexpected gam or advantage, esp a legacy 
‘wind.f lower /-.flowa/ n anfmonl 1, esp wfK)D anemone 
‘wind, gall /-.gawl/ n a soft tumour or swelling on a horse's leg in the 
region of the fetlock joint - windgalled adj 
‘wind,hover /-.hova/ n. Br a kestrel 

winding /'wiending/ n 1 material (c g wire) wound or coiled about an 
object (e g an armature), also a single turn of the wound matenal 2 the 
manner of winding sthg 3 a curved course, line, or progress <rAe ~s o/ 
the path} [‘wind * '-ino] - windingly adv 
'winding-.sheet /‘wiendmg/ n a sheet in which a corpse is wrapped for 
bunal 

‘wind .instrument /wind/ n a musical instrument (eg a trumpet, 
clarinet, or organ) sounded by wind, esp a musical instrument sounded 
by the pla>er‘s breath 

windjammer /“wind, jam.-)/ n 1 a large fast square-ngged sailing vessel 
2 Br a windcheater 

'windlass /‘wmdbs/ n any of vanous machines for hoisting or hauling 
e g a a honzontal drum supponed on vertical posts and turned by a ciank 
so that the hoisting rope is wound round the drum b a steam, electric, 
etc winch with a horizontal or vertical shaft and 2 drums, used to raise 
a ship’s anchor (ME wyndlas, alter of \^yndas, fr ON vindass, fr vinda 
to wind 4 ass pole, akin to OHG wintan to wind] 

’windlass vt to hoist or haul with a windlass 
wfndlestraw /‘wmdl, straw/ n, Scot A N Eng a dry thin stalk of grass 
[(assumed) ME, fr OE windelstreaw, fr windel basket (fr wmdan to wind) 
+ str^w straw] 

'windmill /‘wind.mil/ n 1 a mill operated by vnnea^hat are turned by the 
wind -jV ENERGY 2 a toy consisting of lightweight vanes that revolve 
at the end of a stick 

Windmill vh to (cause to) move like a windmill 
wind off /wiend/ vt to remove by unwinding 
window /'windoh/ n t an opening, esp in the wall of a building, for 
admission of light and air that is usu fitted with a frame containing glass 
and capable of being opened and shut - ^ architectiirf 2 a pane (e g 
of glass) in a window 3 sthg (e g a shutter, opening, or valve) suggestive 
of or functioning like a window 4 a transparent panel in an envelope, 
through which the address on the enclosure is visible 5 a range of 
wavelengths in the electromagnetic spectrum that can pass through a 
planet’s atmosphere 6 an interval of time within which a rocket or 
spacecraft must be launched to accomplish a particular mission 7 an area 
at the limits of the earth’s atmosphere through which a spacecraft must 
pass for successful reentry [ME windowe, fr ON vindauga, fr vindr wind 

1 auga eye, akin to OE wind & to OE cage eye - more at fye] - 
windowless adj 

‘window .box n a box for growing plants on the (outside) sill of a 
window 

'window-, dress vt to make appear more attractive or favourable by 
distortion or skilful presentation [back-formatidn fr window dressing] 
'window .dressing n 1 the display of merchtndise in a shop window 

2 the means by which sthg is made superficiBlIy more attractive or 
favourable - window dresser n 

'window-shop vi to look at the displays m shop windows for amuse- 
ment or to asscM goods, pnees, etc - window-dhopper n 
windpipe /'wind.piep/ n the trachea - not us^ technically 

DIGESTION 

'wind ,roee /wind/ n a diagram showing for a given place the relative 
frequency and usu strength of winds from different directions [G wi/i- 
drose compass card] 

windrow /'windroh/ n a row of hay, grain, etc raked up to dry 
windscreen /"windiSkrecn/ n, Br a transparent screen, esp of glass, at 
the front of a (motor) vehicle 
windshield /'wind.sheeld/ n, NAm a windscreen 
'wlnd-.sleeve /wind/ n a wmd-sock 
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'wind-, sock /wind/ n a truncated cloth cone that is open at both ends 
and mounted on a pole and is used to indicate the direction of the wind, 
esp at airfields 

.Windsor 'chair /'wm/a, 'windza/n a wooden chair with a spindle back, 
legs that slant outwards, and usu a slightly concave scat [Windsor, town 
in England] 

'wind-, surfing /wind/ n the sport of sailing with sailboards 
windswept /'wind,swcpt/ adj 1 swept by wind <a ~ beach} 2 
dishevelled (as if) from being exposed to the wind (a — appearance} 
'wind ,tunnel /wind/ n a tunnel-like apparatus through which air is 
blown at a known velocity to determine the effects of wind pressure on 
an object placed in the apparatus 

wind up /wicnd/ vt 1 to bring to a conclusion, spectf to bring (a 
business) to an end by liquidation 2 to put in order settle 3 wind Id(l) 
4 Br to deceive playfully, pull (someone's) leg - slang ^ w la to come 
to a conclusion b to arnve in a place, situation, or condition at the end 
of or because of a course of action (wound up a millionaire} 2 to give 
a preliminary swing to the arms (e g before bowling) 
windward /’wmdwood/ adj. adv, or n (in or facing) the direction from 
which the wind is blowing - compare illward 
windy /windi/ adj la windswept b marked by strong or stormy wind 
2 1 1 ATiJi i-NT 1 3 verbose, bombastic 4 chiefly Br fnghtened, nervous 
infml - windily adv, windiness n 

'wine /men/ n 1 fermented grape juice containing varying percentages 
of alcohol together with ethers and esters that give it bouquet and flavour 
2 the usu fermented juice of a plant or fruit used as a dnnk (nee 3 
sihg that invigorates or intoxicates 4 the colour of red wine [ME wm, 
fr win akin to OHO w//! wine both fr a prehistoric Gmc word 
borrowed Ir L vinum tsine, of non IE ongin, akin to the source of Gk 
oinos wine] 

’wine vb to entertain with or dnnk wine - usu in wine and dine 
'wine ,bar n, Br an establishment providing wine and usu food for 
consumption on the premises 

'wine cellar n a room for storing wines, also a stock of wines 
'wine .gallon n a US unit of liquid capacity equal to 8 US pt 
(about 1 78S1) 

'wineglass /-.glahs/ n any ot several variously shaped and sized 
dnnking glasses fcir wine, that usu have a rounded bowl and are mounted 
on a stem and foot 

'wine grower / ,groh a/ n a person who cultivates a vineyard and makes 
wine wine growing n 

'wine merchant n Bra usu wholesale dealer in alcoholic dnnks, esp 
wine 

winery /'wienan/ n, chiefly NAm a wine-making establishment 
'wine taster n a person who evaluates wine bv tasting 
'wine .tasting n a promotional occasion at which sellers of wine offer 
(potential) customers a chance to sample their prcxlucts prior to pur 
chase 

winey /'wicni/ adj winy 

'wing /wing/ n la (a part of a nonflying bird or insect corresponding to) 
any of the movable feathered or membranous paired appendages by means 
of which a bird, bat, or insect flies anatomy b any of vanous body 
parts (e g of a flying fish or flying lemur) providing means of limited flight 
2 an appendage or part resembling a wing m shape, appearance, or 
position e g a any of vanous projecting anatomical parts b a sidepiece 
at the top of a high-backed armchair c a membranous, leaflike, or wotxly 
expansion of a plant, esp along a stem or on a seed pod d any of the 
aerofoils that develop a major part of the lift which supports a 
heavier-than-air aircraft e Bra mudguard, esp when forming an integral 
part of the body of a motor vehicle 3 a means of flight - usu pi with <>ing 
meaning (/ear lent me -- s> 4 a part of a building projecting from the 
mam or central part 5a any of the pieces of scenery at the side of a stage 
b pi the area at the side of the stage out of sight of the audience 6a a left 
or nght flank of an army or fleet b(l) any of the attacking positions or 
players on cither side of a centre position in certain team sports (2) the 
left or right section of a playing field that is near the sidelines 7 Mng or 
pi m constr a group or faction holding distinct opinions or policies within 
an organized body (eg a political party) - compare ifft wino. right 
WING % pi a pilot's badge, esp in the British armed forces 9 an oper- 
ational and administrative unit of an air force, specif a unit of the Royal 
Air Force higher than a squadron and lower than a group [ME wtnge, 
of Scand origin, akin to Dan & Sw vtnge wing, akin to Skt van it blows 
- more at 'wind] - wingless adj, winglike adj, winglet n - in the wings 
in the background, in readiness to act - on the wing in flight, flying - 
under one's wing under one’s protection, in one's care 


’wing vt la to fit with wings b to enable to fly or move swiftly 2a to 
wound in the wing b to wound (c g with a bullet) without killing (^ed 
by a sniper) 3a to traverse (as lO with wings b to make (one's way) by 
flying VI to go (as if) with wings, fly 
'wing .case n an elytron 

wing chair n an upholstered armchair with a high solid back and 
sidepieces that provide a rest for the head and protection from 
draughts 

wing commander n ^ rank 

wingding /'wing ding/ n, chiefly NAm 1 a wild, lively, or lavish party 
2 a pretended fit or illness USE infml [ongin unknown] 
winge /wmj/ vi to whinge 

winged /wmgd/ adj 1 having or using wings - often in combination ( ^ 
seeds} (^strong-mngtd/ 2 swift, rapid 
winger /'wing a/ n. chiefly Br a player (eg in srxxer) in a wing 
position 

.wing-footed adj swift poetic (a ^ messenger} 

'wing ,nut n a nut that has projecting wings or flanges so that it may be 
turned by finger and thumb 

'wing,8pan /-.span/ n the distance from the tip of one of a pair of wings 
to that of the other 

'wink /wingk/ vi 1 to shut 1 eye briefly as a signal or in teasing, also, of 
an eye to shut bnefly 2 to avoid seeing or noting sthg - usu 4 at at 
his absence} 3 to gleam or flash intermittently, twinkle vt to cause 
(one’s eye) to wink [ME winken, fr OE winuan, akin to OHG winchan 
to stagger, wink, I \aciHare to sway - more at PKLVAKiCArF] 

’wink n 1 a bnef penod of sleep, a nap (didn’t get a ^ all night} 2 an 
act of winking 3 the time of a wink an instant (quick as a N 4 a hint 
or sign given by winking - infml (the bloke tipped him the ^ - Richard 
Llewellyn ) 

winkle /'wmgkl/ n pfriwinki r 

winkle out vt winkling /'wingkling, wmgkl ing/ chiefl) Br to displace 
or extract from a position also to discover or identify with difficulty 
(winkling out the facts about thecountr\ 's stocks of coal - The Obserser} 
[winkle fr the process ot extracting a winkle from its shell] 
’winkle-.picker n. chiefly Br a (man’s) shoe with a pointed toe ~ ^ 

C.ARMLNl 

winner /'wina/ n sthg (expected to be) successful (this new scheme is a 
real ^} - infml [‘win ^ fr] 

'winning /’wining/ n la the act of sby or sthg that wins, victory b 
acquisition, gaming 2 pi money won by success in a game or competi- 
tion 

’winning adf tending to please or delight fa smile^ - winningly 
adv 

winnow /wmoh/ m la to gel nd of (sthg undesirable or unwanted), 
remove - often + out b to separate, sift a mass of esidence} 2 to 
remove waste matter from (e g gram) by exposure to a current of air 3 
to blow on, fan (the wind ^ing his thin white hair - Time} -^vi 1 to 
separate chaff from gram by exposure to a current of air 2 to separate 
desirable and undesirable elements [ME winewen, fr OE windwian to fan, 
winnow, akin to OHG winton to fan, L vannus winnowing fan, ventus 
wind - more at 'wind] - winnower n 
wino /'wienoh/ n, pi winos chiefly NAm an alcoholic, esp one addicted 
to wine - inlml 
win out VI win ihrough 

winsome /'wms(a)m/ adj pleasing and engaging, often because of a 
childlike charm and innocence [ME winsum, frOE wynsum, fr wvnn joy, 
akin to OHG wunna joy, L senus love - more at win] - winsomely adv, 
winsomeness n 

'winter /'wmia/ n 1 the season between autumn and spnng composing 
in the N hemisphere the months December, January, and February 2 the 
colder part of the year 3 a year - usu pi (happened many ^ s ago} 4 a 
penod of inactivity or decay [ME, fr OE, akin to OHG wintar winter] 
- winterless adj, winterlike adj 

’winter adj 1 of, dunng, or suitable for winter (a holiday} 2 sown m 
autumn and harvested the following spnng or summer (^ wheat} ~ 
compare summitR 

•winter vi to pass or survive the winter -- vr to keep or feed (e g livestock) 
dunng the winter 

winter aconite n a small Old World plant of the buttercup family with 
bnght yellow flowers that oflen bloom through snow 
winter garden n a garden, either outside or m a conservatory, contain- 
ing plants that flounsh m winter 

'winter.green /-.green/ n 1 any of several perennial evergreen plants 
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related to the heaths 2 (the flavour oO an essential oil from a winter- 
green 

winterize, -lac /'wintanez/ vf to make ready for or proof against winter 
weather - winterization /-'zaysh(3)n/ n 

winter quarters n pi but sing or pi m constr a winter residence or 
station of a military unit, circus, etc 

.winter 'sport n a usu open-air sport on snow or ice (e g skiing or 
tobogganing) 

win through yi to reach a desired or satisfactory end, esp after 
overcoming difficulties 

wintry, wintcry /‘wint(a)ri/ adj 1 charactenstic of winter; cold, stormy 
2a weathered (as lO by winter, aged, hoary b chilling, cheerless <a bitter 
^ smiley - wintrily adv, wintrinesa n 
winy, winey /'wieni/ adj having the taste or qualities of wine 
'wipe /wicp/ vf la to clean or dry by rubbing, esp with or on sthg soft 
the dishesy b to draw or pass for rubbing or cleaning <^d a cloth 
over the tabley c to put into the specified state by rubbing your hands 
dryy 2a to remove (as lO by rubbing <- that smile off your /ace) b to 
erase completely; obliterate < ^ the scene from hts memoryy i to spread 
(as lO by wiping grease on myskatesy [ME wipen, fr OE wtpian, akin 
to OHG wifan to wind round, L vibrare to vibrate] - wipe the floor with 
to defeat decisively 

\vipe n 1 an act or instance of wiping 2 power or capacity to wipe 
Safipe-, clean adj that can be cleaned merely with a wipe 
'wipe, out /-,owt/ n a fall from a surfboard caused usu by loss of 
control 

wipe out vf 1 to clean the inside of (sthg hollow) by wiping 2 to destroy 
completely; annihilate 3 to obliterate, cancel 

wiper /'wiepo/ n la sthg (e g a towel or sponge) used for wiping b a 
mechanically operated rubber stnp for cleaning windscreens 2 a cam, also 
a tappet ['wipl 4 ^-er] 

'wire /wie-a/ n 1 metal in the form of a usu very flexible thread or slender 
rod 2a a line of wire for conducting electrical current b a telephone or 
telegraph wire or system c a telegram, cablegram 3 a barner or fence of 
usu barbed wire 4 pi, chiefly NAm stnngs (that woman behind the 
president pullmg the ^ s) [ME. fr OE wir, akin to OHG wiara fine gold. 
L viere to plait, Gk ms rainbow] - wirelike adj 
*wire W 1 to provide or connect with wire or winng 2 to send or send 
word to by telegraph ^ vi to send a telegraphic message - wirable adj, 
wirer n 

wired /wie-ad/ adj 1 reinforced or bound with wire 2 provided with 
wires (e g for electric connections) 3 fenced with a/ire 4 chiefly NAm 
addicted (to a drug) o/i heroiny - slang 

'wire.dra w /-.draw/ vt wiredrew /-.drooh/, wiredrawn /-.drawn/ to spin 
out to excessive subtlety; attenuate <'^n compansonsy 
'wire .gauge n a gauge for measunng the diameter of wire 
.wire 'gauze n a thin fabric of fine wire mesh 
.wire'haired /-'head/ adj, esp of a dog having a stiff wiry coat of 
hair 

'wireless /'wie-alis/ adj, chiefly Br of radiotelegraphy, radiotelephony, or 
radio ['wire -less] 

^fuireless n 1 wireless tei egraphy 2 chiefly Br radio 1. 2, 3d 
^wireless vr, chiefly Br to radio 

.wireless te'legraphy n the wireless transmission and reception of 
signals, usu voice communications, by means of electromagnetic waves 
'wireman /-nun/ n, pi wiremen Z*^/ a maker of or worker with wire, 
esp one who wires electric or electronic circuitry 
.wire 'netting n a network of coarse woven wire 
.wire 'rope n a rope formed wholly or chiefly of wires 
'wire,tap /-.tap/ n an electrical connection for wiretapping 
'wire.tapping /-.taping/ n the act or an instance of tapping a telephone 
or telegraph wire 

.wire 'wool n an abrasive material consisting of fine wire strands woven 
mto a mass and used for scouring esp kitchen utensils (e g pans) 

'wire, worm /-.wuhm/ n the slender hard-coated larva of vanous click 
beetles, destructive esp to plant roots 
wiring /'wie-aring/ n a system of wires, esp an arrangement of wires that 
carries electric currents 

wirra /'wira/ interj, Irish - used to express lament, grief, or concern [oh 
wtrra, fr IrGael a Muire, lit., O Mary] 
wiry /'wie«ari/ adj 1 resembling wire, esp in form and flexibility 2 lean 
and vigorous; sinewy - wirily adv, wirincis u 
wisdom /'wizd(a)in/ n la accumulated learning; knowledge b the 
, thoughtful application of learning; insight e good sense; judgment (had 


the to refusey 2 the teachings of the ancient wise men [ME. fr OE 
wisdom, fr wis wise] 

.Wisdom of 'Solomon Aoiaman/ n a didactic book included in the 
Protestant Apocrypha 

'wisdom .tooth n any of the 4 molar teeth in humans which are the last 
to erupt on each side at the back of each jaw [fr its being cut usu at an 
age when one may have acquired some wisdom] 

'wise /wicz/ n manner, way (in any ^ > [ME, fr OE wise, akin to OHG 
wisa manner, Gk eidos form, idem to see ~ more at wit] 

*wlse adj la characterized by or showing wisdom; marked by understand- 
ing. discernment, and a capacity for sound judgment b judicious, prudent 
(not to eat oystersy 2 well-informed (I'm none the r> 3 possessmg 
inside knowledge, shrewdly cognizant - often 4 to (was ^ to what was 
happeningy 4 archaic skilled in magic or divination [ME wis, fr OE wis\ 
akin to OHG wis wise, OE witan to know - more at wit] - wisely adv, 
wiseness n 

-wise /-.wiez/ comb form (n adv) la in the manner of (entered the 
room crabwisey b in the position or direction of (a clockwise 
movementy (laid it out lengthwisey 2 with regard to. in respect of 
(careerwm it's a good ideay [ME, fr OE -wisan, fr wise manner] 
wiseacre /'wiezayka/ n one who pretends to be clever or knowledgeable, 
SMARI alec [MD wijssegger soothsayer, modif of OHG wizzago, akin 
to OE witega soothsayer, witan to know] 
wisecrack /'wiez,krak/ vi or n (to make) a sophisticated or knowing 
witticism - infml - wisecracker n 

‘wise ,guy n a conceited and self-assertive person, esp a know-ii-all - 
infml (OK ~ . you try and fix ity 

wisent /'vce.zcnt/ n the European bison [G. fr OHG wisant, wisunt - 
more at uison] 

wise up vb to (cause to) become informed or aware - infml 
'wish /wish/ vt 1 to express the hope that sby will have or attain (sthg) 
// — them successy, esp to bid him good night; 2a to give form to 
(a wish) b to feel or express a wish for. want </ — /o be aloney c to 
request in the form of a wish, order (he -^es us to leave/ ^ v; 1 to have 
a desire - usu f /br 2 to make a wish < - on a star/ [ME wisshen, fr 
OE wyscan, akin to OHG wunsken to wish, L venus love, charm - more 
at win] - wisher n - wish on/upon 1 to hope or will that (sby else) should 
' have to suffer (a difficult person or situation) 2 to confer or foist (sthg 
unwanted) on (sby) 

^wish n la an act or instance of wishing or desire, a want (his to 
become a doctory b an object of desire, a goal (you got your > 2a an 
expressed will or desire (obeyed their ^ es> b an expressed greeting - usu 
pi (send my best — es> 3 a ntual act of wishing (made a ^ > 
'wish.bone /-.bohn/ n a forked bone in front of the brea.stbone of a bird 
consisting chiefly of the 2 clavicles fused at their lower ends [fr the 
superstition that when 2 people pull it apart the one getting the longer 
piece will have a wish granted] 

'wishful /-ffo)!/ adj la expressive of a wish b having a wish, desirous 
2 according with wishes rather than reality < thinkingy - wishMly adv. 
wisbfulnew n 

wishy-washy /'wishi .woshi/ adj 1 lacking in strength or flavour 2 
lacking in character or determination, ineffectual USE infml [redupl of 
washy] 

wisp /wisp/ n 1 a small handful, esp. chiefly Br a pad of hay or straw 
for grooming an animal 2a a thin separate streak or piece (a ^ ofsmokey 
b sthg frail, slight, or fleeting (a ~ of a girfy 3 a flock of birds (c g snipe) 
[ME] - wiapish adj, wispily adv, wisplike adj, wispy adj 
wisteria /wi'stwn a, -'steo-/, wistaria /wi'stepn-a/ n any of a genus of 
chiefly Asiatic climbing plants with showy blue, white, purple, or rose 
flowers like those of the pea [NL, genus name, fr Caspar Wistar flSIS 
US physician] 

wistful /'wistffa)!/ adj 1 full of unfulfilled desire; yearning 2 musingly 
sad, pensive [blend of wishful and obs wistly (intently), prob fr 'whist ♦ 
-ly] - wistfully adv, wistflilncss n 

wit /wit/ n 1 reasoning power; intelligencb (past the ^ of man to 
uttderstandy (slow s> 2a mental soundness^ sanity (frightened her out 
of her b mental resourcefulness, ingenuity (was at my ^sendy 3a 
the ability to relate seemingly disparate things lo as to illuminate or amuse 
b(l) a talent for banter or raillery (2) repartee, satire 4 a witty individual 
5 archatda person of supenor intellect, a thinker 6 archaic sense 2 usu 
pi ialoneand wamung hts five '^s, the whiteowlm thebelffysits - Alfred 
Tennyson) USE (IA2) often pi with sing, meaning [ME, fr OE; akin to 
OHG wizzi knowledge, OE witan to know, L videre to see. Gk eidenai 
to know, idem to see] 

witch /wich/ n 1 one who is credited with supernatural powers; esp a 
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woman practising witchcraft 2 an ugly old woman, a hag 3 a charming 
or allunng woman - no longer in vogue [ME wicche, fr OE wicca, masc, 
wizard & wiccc, fern, witch, akin to MHG wicken to bewitch, OE wiglc 
divination, OHG wih holy - more at vkiim] -- witchlike adj, witchy 
adj 

'witch, craft /-,krahft/ n (the use oO stirccry or magic 
'witch .doctor n a professional sorcerer, esp in a pnmitivc tribal 
society 

witchery /'wichan/ n witchcraft 

,witche8'-'broom n an abnormal tufted growth of small branches on a 
tree or shrub caused t*sp by fungi or viruses 
witchetty, witchetty grub, witchety /'wichaii/ n any of vanous large 
white grubs regarded by Australian Abongmes as a delicacy [native name 
m Australia] 

'witch .hazel n (a scathing mildly astnngent lotion made from the bark 
oO any of a genus of shrubs with sicnder-petalled yellow flowers borne in 
late autumn or early spring [wiich, wych (a tree with pliant branches), 
fr ME wyche, fr OE wice, w/c) 

Witch-, hunt n the searching out and harassment of those with unpopu- 
lar views - witch-hunter n, witch-hunting n or adj 
witching /'wichmg/ adj of or suitable for witchcraft <//je very ^ time 
of night Shdk> 

witenagemot, witenagemote /.witinaga'mot, n an Anglo-Saxon 
council convened from time to time to advise the king [OE witenagemot, 
fr witena (gen pi of wita sage, adviser) ^ gemot assembly, fr^e- (perfective 
prefix) f mot assembly] 

with /widh/prep la in opposition to. against (had a fight ^ /ns brother^ 
b so as to be separated or detached from <1 disagree ^ yotO 2a in relation 
to <thc Italian frontier ^ Yugoslavia) b - used to indicate the object of 
attention, bchaviou i*- feeling (in love ^ hen c in respect to, so far as 
concerns (the trouble this machine) - sometimes used redundantly 
(get It finished ^ > d used to indicate the object of an adverbial 
expression of imperative force (off ^ his head) 3a - used to indicate 
accompaniment or association ^ the gipsies) b - used to indicate 
one to whom a usu reciprocal communication is made (talking a 
tnend) c - used to express agreement or sympathy (must conclude. — 
him, that the painting is a foigery) d able to follow the reasoning of (are 
you ^ /77f'^ 4a on the side of. for (vote ^ the government) b employed 
by (he's a salesman ^ ICf) 5a - used to indicate the ob|cct of a statement 
of comparison, equality, or harmony (level ^ the street) (dress doesn't 
go - her shoes) b as well as (can ride the best of them) c in addition 
to - used 10 indicate combination (his money. ^ his wife's, comes to a 
million ) d inclusive of (costs £5 ^ tax) 6a by means of, using b through 
the effect of (pale ^ nnger'^ 7a - used to indicate manner of action (ran 
effort) b - used to indicate an attendant or contnbutory circumstance 
(.sUhkI there -- his hat on) c in possession of. having, bearing (came -- 
gixxl /lews; d in the possession or care of (the decision rests ~ you) e 
so as to have or receive (got off ^ a light sentence) 8a - used to indicate 
a close asstx'iation in time the outbreak of war they went home) b 
in proportion to (the pressure vanes - the depth) 9a notwithstanding, 
IN spiTF Oh (love her ^ all her faults) b Fxci pr ior 2 (very similar, 
I important difference) JO in the direction of <•- the wind) [ME, 
against, from, with, fr OE, akin to OE wrr/ier against, OHG w/Jar against, 
back, Skt VI apart] 

withal /wi'dhawl/ adv 1 together with this, besides 2 on the other hand. 

nevertheless [ME, fr with f all, al all] 
withdraw /widh'draw/ vb withdrew /-'drooh/, withdrawn /-'drawn/ vt 
la to draw back, away, or aside, remove one's hand) b to remove 
(money) from a place of deposit 2 to take back, retract ('^ my offer) ^ vi 
la to go back or away; retire from participation b to retreat 2 to become 
socially or emotionally detached (had n into himself) 3 to retiact a 
statement [ME, fr with from v drawen to draw] - withdrawable adj 
withdrawal /widh'drawal/ n la the act or an in.stance of withdrawing 
b(l) social or emotional detachment (2) a pathological retreat from 
objective reality (c g in some schizophrenic states) 2a removal of money 
or other assets from a place of de|)osit or investment b the discontinuance 
of use of a drug, often accompanied by unpleasant side effects 
with'drawing .room /widh'drawin^ n, archaic drawing room 
withdrawn /widh'drawn/ adj 1 secluded, isolated 2 socially detached 
and unresponsive, also shy - withdrawnness n 
withe /with/ n a slender flexible branch or twig used esp for binding 
things together [ME, fr OE withthc, akin to OE withig withy] 
wither /'widha/ vi 1 to become dry and shnvel (as lO from loss of bodily 
moisture 2 to lose vitality, force, or freshness - v/ 1 to cause to wither 
2 to make speechless or incapable of action; stun <-ed him with a look 


- Dorothy Sayers) [ME widren, prob akin to ME weder weather] - 
withering adj, witheringly adv 

withers /‘widhaz/ n^the ndge between the shoulder bones of a horse 
or other quadruped anatomy [prob fr obs wither- (against), fr ME, 
fr OE, fr wither against, fr the withers being the parts which resist the pull 
in drawing a load] 

withershins /’widha.shmz/ adv widdershins [by alter ] 
withhold /widh'hohld/ vt withheld /-'held/ 1 to hold back from action, 
check 2 to refrain from granting or giving permission) [ME 
withholden, fr with from -f holden to hold - more at with] - with- 
holder n 

'within /wi'dhin/ adv I m or into the interior, inside (enquire — > 2 in 
one’s inner thought, mood, or character (ME withmne, fr OE withmnan, 
fr with + innan inwardly, within, fr in] 

*within prep 1 inside - used to indicate enclosure or containment, esp in 
sthg large <- the castle walls) 2 - used to indicate situation or 
circumstance in the limits or compass of eg a(I) before the end of </one 

- a week) (2) since the beginning of (been there the last week) b(l) 
not beyond the quantity, degree, or limitations of (lives his income) 
(2) in or into the scope or sphere of < his nghts) (3) in or into the range 
of reach) (4) - used to indicate a specific difference or margin 

a mile of the town) 3 to the inside of; into 
*within n an inner place or area (revolt from ^ > 

'with-it adj up-to-date, fashionable - mfml; no longer in vogue 
'without /wi'dhowt/ prep I - used to indicate the absence or lack of or 
freedom from Mhg (go ^ sleep) (did it -- difficulty) 2 outside - now 
chiefly poetic [ME withoute, fr OE withutan, fr with f utan outside, fr 
ut out] 

^without adv 1 with sthg lacking or absent (has learned todo '^) 2 on 
or to the extenor . outside - now chiefly poetic 
\vithout conj, chiefly dial unless <-«- you have a stunt, what is there‘s - 
Punch) 

^without n an outer place or area (seen from ^ ) 
withstand /widh'stand/ vt withstood /-'stood/ 1 to resist with determi- 
nation. esp to stand up against successfully 2 to be proof against (boots 
won't - the wet) [ME withstanden, fr OE withstandan, fr with against 
-f standan to stand - more at with] 

withy /'widhi/ n 1 osifr I 2 a withe of osier [ME, fr OE withigr, akin 
to OHG wida willow, L vitis vine, viere to plait - more at wire] 
witless /witlis/ adj 1 lacking wit or understanding, foolish 2 
CRAZY 1 

witling /'witling/ n a would-be wit 

'witness /*witnis/ n 1 testimony 2 sby who gives evidence, specif before 
a tnbuiial 3 sby asked to be present at a transaction so as to be able to 
testify to iis having taken place 4 sby who personally secs or hears an 
event take place 5a sthg serving as evidence, a sign (these low marks are 
~ to their lack of application) b public affirmation by word or example 
of usn religious faith or conviction 6 cap a member of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses [ME witnesse, fr OE witnes knowledge, testimony, witness, fr 
wif] 

'witness vt 1 to testify to 2 to act as legal witness of (e g by signing one's 
name) 3 to give proof of, betoken (his appearance ^es what he has 
suffered) - often in the subjunctive (has suffered badly, as ^ his 
appearance) 4 to observe personally or directly; see for oneself <--cd the 
histone event) 5 to be the scene or time of <srjucrures which this staking 
Dorset hilltop once - ed ~ TLS) -^vi 1 to bear witnes.s 2 to bear witness 
to one’s religious convictions (opportunity to ^ for Chnst - Billy 
Graham) 

'witness-.box n. chiefly Br an enclosure in which a witness testifies in 
court 

'witness .stand n, NAm a witness-box 

•witted Z-'witid/ comb form {adj -* adj) having wit or understanding of 
the specified kind (dull-witted) 

witticism /’witi,.siz(3)m/ n a witty and often ironic remark [witty + 
■cism (as in cntjcism)] 

witty /'witi/ adj 1 amusingly or ingeniously clever in conception or 
execution (a ^ musical theme) 2 having or showing wit (a ^ speaker) 
3 quick to see or express illuminating or amusing relationships or insights 

- wittily adv, wittiness n 

wives /WICVI/ pi of WIFE 

wiz /wiz/ n WIZARD 2 - mfml 

'wizard /'wizad/ n 1 a man skilled m magic 2 one who is very clever or 
skilful, esp in a specified field (a ^ at maths) - mfml [ME wysard wise 
man, fr wis, wys wise] 

'wizard adj, chiefly Br great, excellent - infml 
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wizardry /'wizsdri/ n the art or practices of a wizard; sorcery 
wizen /'wiz(3)n/ vb to (cause to) become dry. shrunken, and wnnkled, 
often as a result of aging •< usu in past [ME wisencn, fr OE wisnian; akin 
to OHG wesanen to wither, L viere to twist together, plait - more at 

WIKt] 

WO /woh/ intcij whoa 

woad /wohd/n (a European plant of the mustard family formerly grown 
for) the blue dyestuff yielded by its leaves [ME wod, fr OE wad, akin to 
OHG weit woad, L vitrum woad. glass] 

'wobble /'wobi/ vb wobbling /'wobl’ing, 'wobling/ vi la to proceed with 
an irregular swerving or staggering motion < d down the road on hts 
bicycle) b to rock unsteadily from side to side c to tremble, quaver 2 
to waver, vacillate vf to cause to wobble [prob fr LG wabbein, akin to 
OE waefre restless - more at waver] - wobbler n, wobblineas n, wobbly 
adj 

’wobble o 1 an unequal rocking motion 2 an act or instance of vacillating 
or fluctuating 

Wodehoutian /wood.howsi-an, -zi-, / adj of or suggesting the 

writings of P G Wodehousc, esp in depicting upper-class foolishness [P 
G Wodehouse tl979 E comic novelist] 

wodge /woj/ n. Br a usu bulky mass or chunk - infml <a ^ of papers) 
[prob alter of wedge] 

'woe /woh/ intetj - used to express gnef, regret, or distress [ME wa, wo, 
fr OE wa; akin to ON vei, inter], woe, I vae] 

’woe n 1 great sorrow or suflenng caused by misfortune, gnef, etc 2 a 
calamity, affliction - usu pi (economic ^s) [ME wo. fr wo, intei]] 
woebegone /*wohbi,gon/ adj expressive of great sorrow or misery <a ^ 
look) [ME wo began, fr wo, n + began, pp of begon to go about, beset, 
fr OE began, fr be- + gan to go - more at go] 
woeful also woful /"wohAa)!/ adj 1 feeling or expressing woe 
prophecies) 2 inspinng woe; gncvous (it was ^ to see him spoiling it - 
Henry James) - woefully adv. woefulness n 
wog /wog/ n, chiefly Br a nonwhite pers^m, broadly any dark-skinned 
foreigner - derog [prob short for golliwog] 

woggle /'wogl/ n, chiefly Br a usu leather band used to secure a scout’s 
neckerchief at the throat [ongin unknown] 

wok /wawk, wok/ n a bowl-shaped cooking utensil used esp for stir-frying 
Chinese food [Chin (Cant) wdA] 
woke /wohk/ past of wake 
woken /wobkan/ past part of wake 

wold /wohld/ /I 1 an upland area of open country 2 pi. cap a hilly or 
rolling region - in names of various English geographical areas (the 
Yorkshire Wolds) [ME wald, wold, fl OE weald, wald forest; akin to 
OHG wald forest) 

'wolf /woolf/ n, pi wolves /woolvz/, (/) wolves, esp collectively wolf I 
(the fur oO any of vanous large predatory flesh-eating mammals that 
resemble the related dogs, prey on livestock, and usu hunt in packs - 
compare coyote, jackal 2 a fiercely rapacious person 3a dissonance in 
some chords produced on instruments with fixed notes tuned by unequal 
temperament (e g organs and pianos) b a harshness due to faulty vibration 
in various notes in a bowed instrument 4 a man who pursues women in 
an aggressive way - infml (ME, fr OE wulf, akin to OHG wolf, L lupus, 
Gk lykos] (3) G, fr the howling sound] - wolflike adj - keep the wolf from 
the door to avoid or prevent starvation or want - wolf in sheep’s clothing 
one who cloaks a hostile intention with a fnendly manner 
’wolf vt to eat greedily; devour - often f down 
'wolf .cub n. Br cub scxjut - no longer used technically 
'wolf .dog n 1 any of vanous large dogs formerly kept for hunting wolves 
2 the oflspnng of a wolf and a domestic dog * 

'wolf, fish /-.fish/ n any of several large ferocious sea blennies with strong 
teeth 

'wolfihound /-.hownd/ n any of several large dogs used, esp formerly, 
in hunting large animals (e g wolves) 

wolfish /'woolfish/ adj befitting or suggestive of a wolf (e g in savage 
appearance, fierceness, or greed) - wolflshly adv, wolflshnesi n 
wolfrom /woolfram/ n 1 tungsten 2 wolf^ramite [G] 
wolframito /'woolfra.miet/ n a brownish-black mineral containing 
tungsten, iron, and nuinganese [G wolframit, fr wolfram] 
wolfsbane /woolfs,bayn/ n a (yellow-flowered Eurasian) aconite 
'wolf .spider n any of vanous active wandering ground spiders 
'wolf .whistle n a distinctive whistle sounded by a man to express sexual 
admiration for a woman - wolf-whistle vi 

Wolof /wohlof/ A a Ntger-Congo language of Senegambia lan 

aUAGE 

wolverine /'woolvareen/ n, pi wolverines, esp collectively wolverine (the 


blackish fur oO a strong ferocious flesh-eating mammal of northem forests 
and tundra [prob irreg fr wo/v* (as in wolves)] 
woman /wooman/ n. pi women /'wimin/ la an adult female human as 
distinguished from a man or child b a woman belonging to a particular 
category (e g by birth, residence, membership, or occupation) - usu in 
combination (cciunc'/Jwoman) 2 womankind 3 distinctively feminine 
nature; womanliness (there's something of the -- in him) 48 a char- 
woman (the daily -^ ) b a personal maid, esp in former times Sa a female 
sexual partner, esp a mistress b girlfriend 1 - chiefly derog [ME, fr 
OE wifman, fr w/f woman, wife f man human being, man] - womanless 
adj 

'womanhood /-hood/ n la the condition of being an adult female as 
distinguished from a child or male b the distinguishing character or 
qualities of a woman or of womankind 2 women, womankind 
womanish /'weximanish/ adj unsuitable to a man or to a strong 
character of either sex; cfTcminale<'- fears) [woman + -ish] - woman- 
ishly adv, womanishness n 

woman ize, -ise /'wixirnaniez/ vi to associate with many women habitu- 
ally, esp for sexual relations - womanizer n 

.woman'kind /-'kiend/ n sing or pi in constr female human beings, 
women as a whole, esp as distinguished from men 
"woman, like /-.lick/ adj womanly 
’womanlike ad\ in the manner of a woman 
'womanly /-li/ adj having or exhibiting the good qualities befitting a 
W'oman - womanliness n 

womb /woohm/ n 1 the uterus RrpRODijmoN 2a a hollow 
enveloping cavity or space b a place where sihg is generated [ME wamb, 
womb, fr OE, akin to OHG wamba belly) - wombed /woohmd/ adj 
wombat /'wombat/ n any of several stocky Australian marsupial mam- 
mals resembling small hfcars [native name in New South Wales, Aus- 
tralia] 

womble /'wombl/ n any of a group of public-spinted furry fictional 
creatures that live on Wimbledon Common where they collect litter [the 
Wambles, creatures in children’s books by Elisabeth IJeresford /7 1970 £ 
writer] , 

womenfolk /'wimm.fohk/ also womenfolks n pi 1 women m general 2 
the women of a family or community 
.woman'kind /-'kicnd/ n womankind 

.Women's 'Institute n a Bntisl 4 ,/srganization of women who meet 
regularly and engage in vanous social and cultural activities 
.women's 'lib /lib/ n. often cap WAL wompn’s i ihlration 
.Women's Libe'ration n a modern feminist movement stressing the 
social and psychological emancipation of women as well as the improve- 
ment of their civil and legal status 

.women's 'rights n pi legal, political, and social nghis for women equal 
to those of men 
'won /wun/ past ot win^ 

’won /won/ n. pi won ~ ./ Korea (North). & Korea (South) at nai ion 
A t iTY [Korean wan] 

'wonder /'wunda/ a la a cause of astonishment or admiration, a marvel 
(it’s a ~ he wasn’t killed) b a miracle 2 rapt attention or astonishment 
at slhg unexpected, strange, new to one’s experience, etc (ga/ed in ^ at 
the snow) [ME, fr OE wundor, akin to OHG wuntar wonder] 
’wonder adj noted for outstanding success or achievement drugs) 
’wonder vj la to be in a slate of wonder, marvel at b to feel surprise (I 
shouldn’t -- if he’s late) 2 to feel cunosily or doubt, speculate <~ about 
his motives) ~ v/ to be cunous or in doubt about - with a clause < wha 
she is) - wonderer n 

'wonderful /-fla)!/ adj 1 exciting wonder; astonishing (a sight to 
behold) 2 unusually good; admirable - wonderfully adv, wonderful- 
ness n 

'wonderland /-.land/ n 1 a fiiryiike imaginary place 2 a place that 
excites admiration or wonder 

'wonderment /-mant/ n t astonishment, marvelling 2 a cause of or 
occasion for wonder 3 cunosity> 

'wonder, struck /-.struk/ adj overcome with wonder; astonished 
'wonder-, worker n a performer of wonders - wonder-working adj 
wondrous /wundras/ adj wonderful - poetic [alter, of ME wonders, fr 
gen of 'wonder] - wondrous adv, archaic, wondrously adv, wondrous- 
ness A 

wonky /'wongki/ adj, Br awry, crooked; also shaky, unsteady (he’s still 
a bit ^ after the flu) - infml (alter, of E dial. wankJe, fr ME wankel, fr 
OE wancof] 

'wont /wohnt/ adj 1 accustomed, used (places where people are ^ to 
meet) 2 inclined, apt (her letters are to be tedious) USE i to and 
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inrin; fml [ME woned, wont, fr pp of wonen to dwell, be used to, fr OE 
wunian\ akin to OHG wonen to dwell, be used to, L venus love, charm 

- more at win] 

•wont n customary practice - fml ^according to m/ - > 
won't /wohnt/ will not 

wonted /'wohntid/ adj customary, habitual - used attnbutively; fml 
(spoke With his ^ slowness} - wontedly adv, wontedness n 
woo /wooh/ vt 1 to try to win the affection of and a commitment of 
marriage from (a woman); court 2 to solicit or entreat, esp with impor- 
tunity VI to court a woman [ME wowen, fr OE wogian] ~ wooer n 
'wood /wood/ n 1 a dense growth of trees, usu greater in extent than a 
copse and smaller than a forest - often pi with sing, meaning 2a a hard 
fibrous plant tissue that is basically xylem and makes up the greater part 
of the stems and branches of trees or shrubs beneath the bark b wood 
suitable or prepared for some use (e g burning or building) enlrgy 
3 sthg typically made of wood, c g a a golf club with a wooden head b 
a wooden cask (wine from the '^} c 'bowl 1 [ME wode, fr OE widu, 
wudu, akin to OHG witu wood, Olr fid tree] - not see the wood for tbe 
trees to be unable to see broad outlines because of a mass of detail - out 
of tbe wood Br escaped from peril or difficulty 
•wood adj 1 woGDEN I 2 suitable for cutting, storing, or carrying wood 
(a ^ saw} 

wood alcohol n methanol 

'wood a.namone n a common Eurasian anemone that grows esp in 
woodland and has white or pinkish flowers 
woodbine /'wood.bien/ n 1 honeysuckle 2 Virginia creepfr [ME 
wodebinde. fr OE wudubinde, fr wudu wood + bindan to tie, bind, f^r its 
winding round trees] 

"wood, block /-,blok/ n a woodcut - wood-block adj 
•woodblock adj. o/ a JiAir made of parquet 

'wood, chuck /-,chuk/ n a thickset N Amencan marmot [by folk 
etymology fr Ojibwa otchtg fisher, marten, or Crcc otcheck] 

'wood .coal n lignite 

'wood, cock /-,kok/ n, pi woodcocks, esp collectively woodcock an Old 
World long-billed wading bird of wooded regions that is related to the 
sandpipers and shot as game 

'wood, craft /-.krahft/ n 1 skill and practice in anything relating to 
woods or forests, esp in surviving, travelling, and hunting 2 skill in 
shaping or making things from wood 
'wood.cut /-.kut/ n (a print taken from) a relief-pnnting surface consist- 
ing of a wooden block with a design cut esp in the direction of the gram 

- compare wcxid engraving 
'wood,CUtter /-,kuta/ n one who chops down trees 
'wood.cutting /-.kuting/'' n the action or occupation of cutting wood oi 

timber 

wooded /'woodid/ adj covered with growing trees 
wooden /'wood(3)n/ adj 1 made or consisting of or derived from wood 
2 lacking ease or flexibility, awkwardly stiff - woodenly adv, wooden- 
ness n 

'wood en.graving n (a pnnt taken from) a relief-pniuing surface 
consisting of a w'ooden block with a design cut esp against the gram - 
compare woodcut 

'wooden, head /-.hed/ n a blockhead 
.wooden'headed /-'hedid/ adj dense, stupid 
.wooden 'spoon n a consolation or booby prue 
wood hyacinth n, NAm wild hyacinth 

'wood .ibis n a large Amencan wading bird that frequents wooded 
swamps 

'woodland /-bnd/ n land covered with trees, scrub, etc - often pi with 
sing, meaning - woodland adj, woodlander n 

’wOOd,lark /-.lahk/ n a small European lark with a melodious song usu 
delivered dunng flight 

'wood.louse /-.lows/ n, pi woodlice /-.lies/ a small ground-living crus- 
tacean with a flattened elliptical body often capable of rolling into a ball 
. m defence 

'woodman /-man/ n a woodsman; specif a forester or woodcutter 
'wood, packer /-.peka/ n any of numerous usu multicoloured birds with 
very hard bills used to dnll holes in the hark or wood of trees to find insect 
food or to dig out nesting cavities 
'wood,pigeon /-.pijin/ n a large European wild pigeon 
'wood, pile /-.piel/ n a pile of wood (e g firewood) - in tbe woodpile doing 
or responsible for secret mischief (the No I villain in the woodpile - 
Howard Whitman) 

'wood .pulp n pulp from wood used in making cellulose denvatives (e g 
paper or rayon) 


woodruff /'wood.ruf/ n any of several plants of the madder family; esp 
a small European sweet-scented plant used in perfumery and for flavour- 
ing wine [ME woderove, fr OE wudurofe, fr wudu wood + -rofe (perh 
akin to OHG raba turnip) - more at ’rape] 

'wood .screw n a pointed screw that has an external screw thread and 
a slotted head to receive the blade of a screwdnver 
'wood,8hed /-.shed/ n a shed for stonng wood, esp firewood 
woodsman /'woodzmdn/ n one who lives in, frequents, or works in the 
woods 

wood sorrel n any of a genus of plants with acid sap, esp a stemless plant 
of shady places with leaves made up of 3 leaflets that is sometimes held 
to be the onginal shamrock 
'wood .spirit n methanol 

'wood .wasp n any of vanous wasplike insects with larvae that burrow 
in woody plants 

'wood.wind /-.wind/ n 1 any of a group of wind instruments (e g a 
clarinet, flute, or saxophone) that is charactenzed by a cylindrical or 
conical tube of wood or metal, usu with finger holes or keys, that produces 
notes by the vibration of a single or double reed or by the passing of air 
over a mouth hole 2 sing or pi in constr the woodwind section of a band 
or orchestra - oflen pi with sing meaning 

'wood.work /-.wuhk/ n 1 work made of wood, esp wooden interior 
fittings (e g mouldings or stairways) 2 the craft of constructing things 
from wood - woodworker n, woodworking adj 
'wood, worm /-.wuhm/ n an insect larva, esp that of the furniture beetle, 
that bores in dead wood, also an infestation of woodworm 
woody /woodi/ adj 1 overgrown with or having many woods 2a of or 
containing (much) wood, wood fibres, or xylem plants} h of a plant 
stem tough and fibrous 3 charactenstic of or suggestive of wood (wine 
with a ^ flavour} - woodineas n 
.woody 'nightshade n bittersweet 

'woof /woohf/ n 1 the weft 2 a basic or essential element or material 
[alter of ME oof, fr OE owef, fr d- (fr on) + wefan to weave - more at 
weave] 

•woof /woof/ VI or n (to make) the low gruff sound charactenstic of a dog 
[imit] 

woofer /'woohb/ n a loudspeaker that responds mainly to low frequen- 
cies - compare i weetfr 

wool /wool/ n 1 the soft wavy coat of vanous hairy mammals, esp the 
sheep, that is made up of keratin fibres covered with minute scales 2 sthg, 
esp a garment or fabnc, made of wool </ always wear m the winter} 
3a a dense felted hairy covenng, esp on a plant b a wiry or fibrous mass 
(e g of stcci glass) - usu in combination [ME wolle, fr OE wull; akin 
to OHG woha wool. L vellus fleece, lana wool, lanugo down] - woolled, 
wooled adj 

‘woolgathering /-,gadh(3)nng/ n indulging in idle daydreaming - 
woolgat^er vi, woolgatberer n 

'woollen, NAm chiefly woolen /’woobn/ adj 1 made of wool 2 of or for 
the manufacture or sale of woollen products < ^ nulls} (the indus- 
try} 

•woollen, NAm chiefly woolen n 1 a fabnc made of wool 2 pi garments 
of woollen fabnc 

'woolly, NAn also wooly /’wooli/ adj 1 (made) of or resembling wool; 
also beanng (sthg like) wool 2a lacking in clearness or sharpness of 
outline (a TV picture} b marked by mental vagueness or confusion 
(- thinking} 3 boisterously rough - chiefly in wild and woolly - 
wooUily adv, woolliness n 

•woolly, wooUe, NAm also wooly n, chiefly Br a woollen jumper or 
cardigan 

.woolly 'bear n any of vanous rather large very hairy caterpillars of 
(tiger) moths 

woolpack /'wool.pak/ o 1 a bale of wool 2 a rounded cumulus cloud 
nsing from a honzontal base 

'woolsack /-.sak/ n the official seat of the Lord Chancellor in the 
House of Lords 

'woolsorter's di.aeaoe /'wool,sawt3z/ n lung anthrax resultmg esp 
from inhalation of bactenal spores from contaminated wool or hair 
'wool .stapler n sby who grades raw wool before selling it to a 
manufacturer 

woomora /woomars/ n a wooden rod that has a hooked end and is used 
by Australian abongines for throwing a spear (native name in Aus- 
tralia] 

woosh /woosh, woohsh/ vi or n (to make) a swishmg sound [imit] 
woozy /'woohzi/ adj 1 mentally unclear or hazy 2 dizzy or slightly 
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nauseous USE mfml [perh fr wooWy -f dtzzy] - woodly adv, wood- 
Bcaa n 

wop /wop/ n, often cap an Italian - chiefly derog [It dial guappo 
blusterer, swaggerer, bully] 

.Worcottor 'sauce /'woosta/ n a pungent sauce containing soy sauce, 
vinegar, and spices [Worcester, Worcestershire, former county of 
England (now Hereford and Worcester) where it was orig made] 
.Worcestershire 'sauce /'woostashia. -sha/ n Worcester sauce 
'word /wuhd/ n la sthg that is said bpi (1) talk, discourse (putting one’s 
feedings into ^ s> (2) the text of a vocal musical composition c a short 
remark, statement, or conversation (would like to have a ^ with you} 
2a a meaningful unit of spoken language that can stand alone as an 
utterance and is not divisible into similar units; also a written or pnnted 
representation of a spoken word thatjs usu set off by spaces on either side 
(the number of to a line} alphabet b a string of adjacent 

binary digits that is typically longer than a byte and is processed by a 
computer as a unit (a 16-bit ~> 3 an order, command (don’t move till 
I give the 4 often cap a the divine wisdom mamfest in the creation 
and redemption of the world, and identified in Chnstian thought with the 
second person of the Trinity b oospel 1 c the expressed or manifested 
mind and will of God 5a news, information (sent ^ that he would be 
/a/e) b rumour has it that they’re leaving^ 6 the act of speaking or 
of making verbal communication (in ^ and deed) 7 a promise (kept her 
'^ > 8 p/ a quarrelsome utterance or conversation (been having ^s with 
my wife) 9 a verbal signal; a password 10 the most appropnate 
description (’hot’ wasn’t the ^ for it) (ME, fr OE, akin to OHG wort 
word, L verbum, Gk eirein to say, speak] - wordleas adj >• from the word 
go from the beginning - in a word in short > in so many words in 
exactly those terms (implied that such actions were criminal but did not 
say so in so many words) - my word - used to express surprise or 
astonishment - of one’s word that can be relied on to keep a promise - 
used only after man or woman (a man of his word) 

*word vt to express in words; phrase 
'word-.blindness n 1 alexia 2 dyslexia 

,word>for>'word adj, of a report or translation in or following the exact 
words; ve'batim - word for word adv 

wording /'wuhding/ n the act or manner of expressing in words (the 
exact ^ of the will) 

.word of 'mouth n oral communication 
.word-'perfoct adj having memonzed sthg perfectly 
'word .picturo n a graphic verbal desenption 
'word.play /-.play/ n verbal wit 

word procOMor n a machine for producing typewritten text that uses 
a microprocessor and data storage device to carry out certain typing tasks 
automatically - word proccaaing n 

'word .square n a senes of words of equal length arranged in a square 
pattern to read the same honzontally and vertically 
wordy /"wohdi/ adj using or conuining (too) many words - wordily adv, 
wordlacaa n 

wore /waw/ past of wear 

'work /wuhk/ n 1 activity in which one exerts strength or faculties to do 
or produce sthg: a sustained physical or mental eflbrt to achieve a result 
b the activities that afford one's accustomed means of livelihood c a 
specific task, duty, function, or assignment 2a the (result oQ expenditure 
of energy by natural phenomena b the transference of energy that is 
produced by the motion of the point of application of a force and is 
measured by thejroduct of the force and the distance moved along the 
line of action physics 3a (the result oQ a specified method of 
working (the of many hands) - often in combination (can't db 
needlework.) (clever camera ^ ) b sthg made from a specified material 
- often in combination (ironwork) (porcelain ^ ) 4a a fortified structure 
(e g a fort, earthen barricade, or trench) b pi structures in engineering (e g 
docks, bridges, or embankments) or mining (e g shafts or tunnels) 5 pi 
but sing or pi in constr a place where industrial activity is carried out; a 
factory - often in combination (a waterworks) (a tileworks) 6 pi the 
working or moving parts of a mechanism (the ^sofa clock) 7 an artistic 
production or creation 8 pi performance of moral or religious acts 
(salvation by -^s) 9b effective operation; an effect, result (wait for time 
to do its healing ^ ) b activity, behaviour, or experience of the specified 
kind (dancing reels is thirsty ~ ) 10 a workpiece 11 pi a everything 
posses^, available, or belonging > mfml; + the b subjection to all 
possible abuse > inftnl; usu + get (get the ^s) or give (gave him the s) 
[ME werk, work, fr OE were, weorc, akin to OHG were, Gk ergon] - 
worfclca a<(j - at work 1 engaged in working; busy; esp engaged in one's 
regular occupation 2 at one's place of work - in the worka in process 


of preparation, development, or completion - one’s work cut oat as much 
as one can do - out of work without regular employment; unem- 
ployed 

’work adj 1 suitable for wear while working clothes) 2 used for work 
elephant) 

*work vb worked, wrought /rawt/ vt 1 to bnng to pass, effect (->' 
miracles) 2a to fashion or create sthg by expending labour on; forge, 
shape flint into tools) b to make or decorate with needlework; 
embroider (^^ a sampler) 3 to prepare or form into a desired state for 
use by kneading, hammenng, etc 4 to operate (a pump -^ed by 
hand) (switches are ^ ed from a central tower) 5 to solve (a problem) 
by reasoning or calculation - usu 4 out 6 to cause to labour ('^ed his 
horses nearly to death) 7 to carry on an operation in (a place or area) 
(the salesman ed both sides of the street) 8 to finance by working 
(^ed his way through college) 9a to manoeuvre (oneself or an object) 
gradually or with difficulty into or out of a specified condition or position 
(the screw ^ ed itself loose) b to contrive, arrange (we can it so that 
you can take your holiday early) 10 to excite, provoke < ed himself into 
a rage) vi la to exert oneself, esp in sustained, purposeful, or necessary 
eflbrt (^ed all day over a hot stove) (^ ing for the cause) b to perform 
work or fulfil duties regularly for wages or a salary 2 to operate, function 
(the lifts don't ^ at night) 3 to exert an influence or have a tendency 
(events have -^ed in our favour) 4 to produce a desired effect, succeed 
(hope your plan will ^ ) 5a to make one's way slowly and with difficulty, 
move or progress labonously (just ^mg through her own teenage 
rebellion thing - Annabel) b to sail to windward 6 to produce artefacts 
by shaping or fashioning a specified matenal (she s m copper) 7a to 
be in agitation or restless motion (her mouth ^ ed nervously) b eekmln t 

1 c to move slightly in relation to another part d to get into a specified 
condition by slow or imperceptible movements (the knot ^ed loose'^ 
[ME werken, worken, fr OE wyrean, akin to OE weorc] - work on to 
strive to influence or persuade, affect - work to rule to obey the rules of 
one's work precisely and so reduce efficiency, esp as a form of industnal 
action 

workable /'wuhkabl/ a^j 1 capable of being worked vein of coal) 

2 practicable, feasible - workableness n, workability /-ka'bibti/ n 
workaday /’wuhkaday/ adj 1 of or suited for working days 2 prosaic, 

ordinary [alter of earlier workyday, fr obs workyday, n (workday)] 
work bag /’wuhk.bag/ n a bag for implements or rnatenals for work, esp 
needlework 

'jRfOrkbasket A.bahskit/ n a basket for needlework implements and 
rnatenals 

'work.bench /*, bench/ n a bench on which work, esp of mechanics or 
carpenters, is performed 

'work,book /-.book/ n an exercise book of problems to be solved directly 
on the pages 

'work,box /-.boles/ /i a box for work instruments and rnatenals 
worked /wuhkt/ adj that has been subjected to work, esp embroid- 
ered 

,worked 'up adj emotionally aroused; excited 
worker Awuhka/ n la one who works, esp at manual or industrial work 
or with a particular material - often in combination b a member of the 
working class 2 any of the sexually underdeveloped usu stenle members 
of a colony of ants, bees, etc that perform most of the labour and 
protective duties of the colony 

'worker-.priest n a Roman Catholic pnest who for missionary purposes 
spends part of each weekday as a worker in a secular job 
workforce /'wuhki'aws/ n sing or pi in constr the workers engaged in 
a specific activity or potentially available (the factory’s ^) 
'work-.harden vt to harden and strengthen (metal) by hammering, 
roiling, etc 

'Work.house /-.hows/ n \ Br an institution formerly maintained at 
public expense to house paupers 2 NAm a house of correction for minor 
offenders 

'work-.in n a continuous occupation of a plice of employment by 
employees continuing to work normally as a protest, usu against the 
threat of factory closure 

work in vt l to cause to penetrate by persistent effort <work the ointment 
thoroughly m) 2 to insinuate unobtrusively <worked in a few topical 
Jokes); also to find room for 

'working /wuhicing/ adj la that functions or performs labour (a ^ 
model) bofa domestic animal trained or bred for useful work (a ^ dog) 
2 adequate to permit effective work to be done <a ~ majority) 3 serving 
as a basis for further work draft) 4 during which one works 
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word^ 


with J, Q, X 


Words 

J 

basenji 

bijou(x) 

djinn 

donjon 

hadj 

hadji 

•hajj 

*hajji 

hejira 

jabot 

jacinth 

jadeite 

jaeger 

jalap 

jamb 

jargoon 

jarl 

jean 

•jejune 

•jejunum 

jess 

jetsam 

jewfish 

jihad 

jinn 

jinni 

•jinx 

joinder 

joule 

•juju 

junta 

jural 

juror 

jussive 

moujik 

raj 

raja(h) 

sapajou 

sjambok 

swaraj 

Q 

aliquot 

aqueous 

barque 

bisque 

cirque 

claque 

clique 

cliqu(e)y 

coquina 

cumquat 

kumquat 

maquis 

quadrat 

quadric 

quag 

quagga 

quaich 

quaigh 

quanta 

quantum 

quartan 

quean 

quern 

•quetzal 

quietus 

quinone 


quinsy 

quint 

quintal 

quirt 

quoin 

quondam 

roquet 

rorqual 

sequela 

sequent 

siliqua 

silique 

squab 

squama(e) 

squill 

squilla 

squinch 

torque 

X 

ataxia 

ataxic 

axial 

axil 

axilla(e) 

axolotl 

axon 

bauxite 

beaux 

calyx 

calx(es) 

codex 

coccyx 

crux(es) 

dexter 

dextral 

dioxide 

duplex 

efflux 

flax(en) 

flexion 

flexor 

flexure 

foxtail 

hallux 

hexad 

hexane 

hexose 

hexyl 

hyrax 

ibex 

ilex 

infix 

lexical 

lux 

luxate 

maxilla 

maximal 

maxwell 

meninx 

moxie 

murex 

nix 

nixie 

onyx 

oryx 

oxbow 

oxeye 

oxlip 

oxymora 

oxyntic 


and Z 

pax 

phalanx 

phlox 

plexus 

pollex 

praxis 

prolix 

pyrexia 

pyrexic 

pyx 

pyxis 

radix(es) 

reflux 

salpinx 

sax 

saxhorn 

scolex 

sexism 

sext 

simplex 

spadix 

storax 

syrinx 

toxin 

triplex 

tuxedo 

varix 

xanthic 

xebec 

xenon 

•xerox 

xiphoid 

xylegn 

xylene 

z 

adz(e) 

azimuth 

azo 

azoic 

azurite 

azygous 

bazaar 

bazooka 

benzine 

benzoic 

benzoin 

benzol 

bezant 

bezel 

bezique 

bonze 

borzoi 

braze 

colza 

coryza 

cozy 

crozier 

diazo 

dozen(th) 

elegize 

evzone 

faze 

fez 

•frizz 

fuze 

fuzee 

gazebo 

izard 

kazoo 


lazar 

lazaret 

mazer 

mestiza 

•mezuzah 

•mezzo 

mitzvah 

•mizzen 

•mizzle 

•muezzin 

muzhik 

ouzel 

oyez 

panzer 

podzol 

pretzel 

raze 

rhizome 

seizure 

sizar 

syzygy 

teazel 

tzigane 

vizard 

vizier 

wizen 

zaddik 

zaffre 

zany 

zareba 

zebu 

zein 

zenana 

zener 

zeolite 

zeta 

zeugma 

zibet 

zincate 

zinced 

zincic 

zmckod 

zincous 

zingly) 

zinnia 

zircon 

*zizz 

zloty 

zombi(e) 

zonate 

zonked 

zooid(al) 

zoril 

zorilla 

zygoma 

zygote 

zymase 

zymc.;en 

zymotic 

zymurgy 


•double 
JQX or Z 

•combination 

of 

J, Q. X, Z 


Words for word games 

Scrabble, and many nonproprietary paper games, 
depend on making the best use of a set of jumbled 
letters. Here are some useful shorter words 
containing 'difficult' letters or letter combinations. 
They are all defined at their own places in the 
dictionary. 


2-letter words 

Words 

Words 

ad 

he 

on 

with no 

with many 

ae 

hi 

or 

vowels 

vowels 

ah 

ho 

ow 



ai 

id 

ox 

crypt 

adieu 

am 

if 

oy 

cwm 

aerie 

an 

in 

pa 

cyst 

audio 

as 

is 

pi 

glyph 

cooee 

at 

It 

po 

gym 

eerie 

ax 

jo 

re 

gyp 

queue 

ay 

ka 

sh 

gypsy 


be 

bo 

ky 

la 

SI 

so 

hymn 

lymph 

Words with 

by 

lo 

ta 

lynch 

repeated 

da 

ma 

ti 

lynx 

letters 

do 

me 

to 

myrrh 

ee 

mi 

un 

myth 

bobby 

eh 

mo 

up 

nymph 

coccyx 

el 

mu 

ur 

pygmy 

daddy 

em 

my 

us 

pyx 

lolly 

en 

na 

ut 

rhythm 

mummy 

er 

no 

we 

shyly 

ninny 

ex 

nu 

wo 

spry 

fluff 

fa 

od 

XI 

sylph 

poppy 

go 

of 

XU 

sync(h) 

potto 

ha 

oh 

ye 

syzygy 

sissy 




tryst 

tatty 




wynd 

titty 




wynn 

ZIZZ 


Common anagrams 


abets - baste - bates - beast - beats 

acres - c?>. as - races - scare 

amen - ma '►e - mean * name 

aster - rates - stare - tares - tears 

capers ~ crapes - pacers - recaps - scrape - spacer 

capes - paces - scape - space 

caret - cater - crate - trace 

coins - icons - scion - sonic 

dale - deal - lade > lead 

danger - gander - garden - ranged 

drapes - parsed - spared - spread 

east - eais - sate - seat - seta 

emit - item - mite - time 

emits - items - mites - smite - times 

glare - lager - large - regal 

hares - hears - share - shear 

inert - inter - nitre - trine 

inks - kins - sink - skin 

laves - salve - slave - vales 

leap - pale peal - plea 

least - slate - stale - steal - tales 

limes - miles - slime - smile 

mate - meat - tame - team 

notes - onset - stone - tones 

pares - pears - rapes - reaps - spare 

pastel - plates - pleats - staple 

parts - sprat - strap - traps 

paste - pates - spate - tapes 

pores - poser - prose - ropes - spore 

priest - ripest - sprite - stripe - tripes 

serve - sever - veers - verse 

skate - stake - steak - takes - teaks 
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hours}; also during which one discusses business or policy <j luoch} 
[(1) fr prp of ^work; (2-4) fr gerund of VorJt] 

^working n 1 (a pan oO a mine, quarry, or similar excavation 2 the fact 
or manner of functioning or operating - usu pi with sing, meaning (the 
^s of his mind} 

working capital n capital actively turned over in or available for use 
in the course of business activity 

.working 'class n stag or pi in constr the class of people who work 
(manually) for wages - often pi with sing, meaning; compare prolet 
AR iAT - working-claas adj 

.working 'day n 1 a day on which work is done as distinguished from 
Sunday or a holiday 2 the period of time in a day dunng which work is 
performed 

'working .drawing n a scale drawing of an object to be made or a 
structure to be built that is used as a guide by the workman 
'worklng.man /-.man/ n one who works for wages, esp in a manual 
job 

'working .party n, chiefly Br a committee set up (e g by a government) 
to investigate and report on a particular problem 
'work .load n the amount of work or of working time expected from or 
assigned to an employee 

'workman /-man/, fern 'work,wonan n an artisan 
'workman, like /-.lick/ also worlunanly /-li/ adj worthy of a good 
workman: a skilful b efficient in appearance 

'workman.ship /-.ship/ n the relative art or skill of a workman, 
craftsmanship; also the quality or finish exhibited by a thing (a vase of 
exquisite 

‘work, mate /-,mayt/ n, chiefly Br a companion at work 
.work of 'art n 1 a product of any of the fine arts, esp when of high 
artistic quality 2 a human creation that gives high aesthetic satisfaction 
(the wedding cake was a ^} 

work off vt to dispose of or get nd of by work or activity <work off a 
debt} <work off one’s anger} 

'work.out /-.owt/ n a practice or exercise to test or improve fitness, 
ability, or performance, esp for sporting competition 
work out vt la to find out by calculation (couldn't work out how the 
prices stSj ed so low - Cosmopohtan} b to devise by resolving difficulties 
(work out an agreement} c to elaborate in detail <work out a scheme} 
2 to discharge (e g a debt) by labour 3 to exhaust (e g a mine) by working 
vi la to prove effective, practicable, or suitable (their marriage didn't 
work out) b to amount to a total or calculated figure - often + at or to 
<works out at £17.50} (gas heating might work out expensive} cofa sum 
to yield a result 2 to engage m a workout 
work over vt 1 to subject to thorough examination, study, or treatment 
2 to beat up thoroughly; manhandle - infml 
'work.poopio /-.peepl/ n pi, chiefly Br workers, employees 
'work.piece /-,pees/ n sthg being worked on 
'workroom /-roohm, -room/ n a room used for esp manual work 
works /wuhks/ adj of a place of industrial labour council} ('^ 
doctor} 

'workshop /‘fihop/ /i 1 a room or place (e g in a factory) in which 
manufacture or repair work is carried out 2 a bnef intensive educational 
programme for a relatively small group of people in a given field that 
emphasizes participation 
'workshy /-.shie/ adj disliking work; lazy 

‘worktable /-.taybl/ n a table often with drawers for holding working 
materials and implements; esp one used for sewing 
'worktop /-.top/ n a flat surface (e g of Formica) on a piece of esp 
kitchen ftimiture (e g a cupboard or dresser) suitable for working on 
.work-to-'rule n an mstance of industnal action designed to reduce 
output by deliberately keeping very rigidly to rules and regulations - 
compare work to rule 

work up vt 1 to stir up; rouse (can't work up much interest} 2 to 
produce by mental or physical work <worked up a comedy act} <worked 
up a swear in the gymnasium} 3 to improve, esp by mental work <work 
up your French} vi to rise gradually in intensity or emotional tone 
<work up ID a climax} 

'world /wuhld/ n 1 the earth with its inhabitants and all things on it 
(travel round the '-'} 2 the course of human affairs (knowledge of the 
<«-) 3 the human race 4 the concerns of earthly existence or secular 
affairs as distinguished from heaven and the life to come or religious and 
ecclesiastical matters 5 the system of created things; the universe da a 
division, section, or generation of the inhabitants of the earth distin- 
guished by living together at the same place or at the same time (the 
medieval ~ ) b a distinctive class of people or their sphere of interest (the 


academic ^} (woman's ‘^} 7a human society as a whole (all the ^ 
knows} (withdraw from the ^ }, also the public (announced his discov- 
ery to the ^} b fashionable or respectable people, public opinion 8 a part 
or section of the earth that is a separate independent unit (the third ^ } 
9a one’s personal environment in the sphere of one's life or work (the 
external ^ ) (the of Van Gogh} b a particular aspect of one's life (the 
of dreams} 10 an indefinite multitude or a great quantity or amount 
(makes a - of difference} 11 kingdom 4 (the animal > 12 a planet; 
esp one that is inhabited USE (except 10 A 12) the (ME. fr OE woruld 
human existence, this world, age, akin to OHG weralt age, world; both 
fr a prehistoric WGmc-NGmc compound whose first constituent is 
represented by OE wer man & whose second is akin to OE eald old - more 
at VIRILE, old] - best of both worlds the benefit of the advantages of 2 
alternatives, esp without their disadvantages - for all the world in every 
way, exactly (copies which look for all the world like the original} -for 
the world in any circumstances; for anything (wouldn’t hurt her feelings 
for the world) - In the world among innumerable possibilities, ever (what 
in the world is itT} - out of this world of extraordinary excellence, 
superb 

’world adj 1 of the whole world (a - championship} 2 extending or 
found throughout the world, worldwide (a ^ state} (brought about ^ 
peace} 

.world-class adj of the highest quality in the world, esp in playing a 
sport or game (a — polo player} 

.world 'fair n an international exhibition featuring exhibits and partici- 
pants from all over the world 

worldling /'wuhldlmg/ n a worldly person, one who is not interested in 
spiritual affairs 

worldly /Vuhidli/ adj of eg devoted to this world and its pursuits rather 
than to religion or spintual affairs (my goods} - worldliness n 
.world ly-'minded adj devoted to or engrossed in worldly interests - 

worldly-mindedness n 

.worldly-'wise adj possessing a practical and often shrewd and matenal- 
istic understanding of human affairs, sophisticated 
.world 'series n a senes df baseball games played each year between the 
winners of the major US leagues to decide the championship of the 
USA 

'world-, shaking adj earthshaking 
.world 'view n a Weltanschauung 

.world 'war n a war engaged in by (most oO the pnncipal nations of the 
world, esp, cap both Ws either of 2 such wars of the first half of the 
'20th c 

.world-'weary adj bored with the life of the world and its matenal 
pleasures - world-weariness n 

.worldwide /-'wied/ adj extended throughout or involving the entire 
world - worldwide adv 

'worm /wuhm/ n la an annelid worm, esp an earthworm b any of 
numerous relatively small elongated soft-bodied invertebrate animals- e g 
(1) a (destructive) caterpillar, maggot, or other insect larva (2) a ship- 
worm (3) a blindworm 2 a human being who is an object of contempt, 
loathing, or pity, a wretch 3 infestation with or disease caused by parasitic 
worms - usu pi with sing, meaning but sing, or pi in constr 4a the thread 
of a screw b a short revolving screw whose threads engage with a worm 
wheel or a rack c a spiral condensing tube used in di.stilling [ME, fr OE 
wyrm serpent, worm, akin to OHG wurm serpent, worm, L vermis worm] 
- wormllke adj 

’worm VI to proceed windingly or insidiously ^vt 1 to free (e g a dog) 
from worms 2a to cause to move or proceed (as ff) in the manner of a 
worm b to insinuate or introduce (oneselO by devious or subtle means c 
to make (one's way) insidiously or deviously (tried to ^ her way out of 
the situation} 3 to obtain or extract by artful or inlidious questioning or 
by pleading, asking, or persuading - usu + out of ^^ed the secret out of 
her} - wormer n 

'worm,cast /-.kahst/ n a small heap of earth excreted by an earthworm 
on the soil surface 

'worm-.eaten adj 1 eaten or burrowed into (as iQ by worms timber} 
2 worn-out, antiquated regulations} 

'worm ,gaar n 1 worm wheel 2 a gear consisting of a worm and a 
worm wheel working together 

'worm.hola /-Jiohl/ n a hole or passage burrowed by a worm 
.worm'a-,aya 'vlaw n a view from a humble position - usu humor 
'worm .wheal n a toothed wheel geanng with the thread of a worm 
'wormwood /-wood/ n 1 a European composite plant yielding a bitter 
slightly aromatic dark green oil used in absinthe 2 sthg bitter or 
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mortifying, bitterness [ME wormwode, alter, of wermode, fr OE wcnnod\ 
akin to OHG wennuota wormwood] 
wormy /'wuhmi/ adj containing, infested with, having, or damaged by 
(many) worms 

worn /wawn/ past part of wear 
, worn-out adj exhausted or used up (as lO by wear 
worriment /wunmanl/ n worrying, also trouble, anxiety - infml 
worrisome /'wuns(3)m/ adj 1 causing distress or worry 2 inclined to 
worry or fret - worrisomely adv, worrisomeness n 
’worry /"wuri/ vt la to harass by tearing, biting, etc, csp at the throat <a 
dog ^ing sheep} b to shake or pull at with the teeth <a temer ^ing a 
rat} c to touch or disturb repeatedly 2 to subject to persistent or nagging 
attention or effort 3 to afflict with mental distress or agitation, make 
anxious — w 1 to work at sthg difficult </ie worried away at the problem 
till he found a solution} 2 to feel or expenence concern or anxiety, fret 
[ME wonen to seize by the throat, choke, fr OE wyrgan to strangle, akin 
to OHG wurgen to strangle, Lith veriti to constnet] - worriedly adv, 
worrier n - not to worry Br do not worry, do not feel anxious, dispinted, 
or troubled - infml 

^arorry n 1 mental distress or agitation resulting from concern, usu for 
sthg impending or anticipated, anxiety 2 a cause of worry, a trouble, 
difficulty 

'worry .beads n pi a string of beads fingered so as to calm oneself and 
keep one’s hands occupied 

’worse /wuhs/ adj, comparative of bad or ill 1 of lower quality 2 in 
poorer health [ME werse, worse, fr OE wiersa, wyrsa, akin to OHG 
wirsiro worse] - worsen /'wuhs(a)n/ vb - the worse for harmed by (none 
the worse for his fall} 

‘worse n, pi worse sthg worse 

Narorse adv, jmputaiive of bad, badly, o^ill in a worse manner, to a 
worse extent or degree (raining than ever} 

,worse-'off adj in poorer economic circumstances 
’worship /’wuhship/ n 1 (an act oO reverence offered to a divine being 
or supernatural power 2 a form of religious practice with its creed and 
ntual 3 extravagant admiration for or devotipn to an object of esteem 
of the dollar} 4 chieHy Br a person of importance - used as a title for 
vanous ofTicials (eg magistrates and some mayors) [ME worshipe 
worthiness, repute, respect, reverence paid to a divine being, fr OE 
weorthscipe worthiness, repute, respect, fr weorth worthy, worth f -scipe 
-ship] 

‘worship vb -pp- (NAm -p-, -pp-) vt 1 to honour or reverence as a divine 
being or supernatural power 2 to regard with great, even extravagant 
respect, honour, or devotion ^ vi to perform or take part in (an act oO 
worship - worshipper n 

'worshipful /-f(a)l/ adj 1 rendering worship or veneration 2 chiefly Br 
- used as a title for vanous people or groups of rank or distinction - 
worshipfully adv, worshipfulness n 

’worst /wuhst/ adj, superlative of bad or ill 1 most productive of evil 
(the thing you could have done} 2 most wanting in quality (the ^ 

student} [ME werste, worste, fr OE wierresta, wyrsta, superl of the root 
of OE wtersa worse] 

‘worst n, pi worst 1 the worst state or part (always at my - before 
breakfast} 2 sby or sthg that is worst 3 the utmost harm of which one 
IS capable (do your ^> - at worst, at the worst under the worst 
circumstances; seen in the worst light - if the worst comes to the worst 
if the very worst thing happens 

*worst adv, superlative of bad , badly, or ill in the worst manner, to the 
worst extent or degree (the worst-dressed woman} 

^arorst vt to get the better of; defeat 

worsted /'woostid/ n 1 a smooth compact yam from long w; . ! fibres 
used esp for firm napless fabnes, carpeting, or knitting 2 a fabnc made 
from worsted yams (ME, fr Worsted (now Worstead), village in Norfolk, 
England] - worsted adj 

’wort /wuht/ n a (herbaceous) plant - now used only in combination 
(stinkwori} (ME, fr OE wyrt root, herb, plant - more at 'rixit] 
■wort n a dilute solution containing sugars obtained typically from malt 
by infusion and fermented to form beer [ME, fr OE wyrt\ akin to MHG 
wurze brewer’s wort, OE wyrt root, herb] 

’worth /wuhth/ vi, archaic [ME worthen to become, fr OE weorthan, 
akin to OHG werdan to become, L vertere to turn] - woe worth 
cursed be 

■worth prep la equal in value to b having property equal to (he’s - 
£1,000,000} 2tkaeryiB%o{(well^ the effort} [ME, fr OE weoitA (adj) 
worthy, of (a specified) value; akin to OHG werd worthy, worth] - worth 
it worthwhile 


■worth n la (money) value h the equivalent of a specified amount or 
figure (3 quidsworth of petrof} 2 moral or personal ment, esp high merit 
(proved his ^ } 

'worthless /-lis/ adj la lacking worth; valueless <~ currency} h 
useless (^ to continue searching} 2 contemptible, despicable - worth- 
lessly adv, worthlessness n 

.worth'while /-'wiel/ adj worth the time or effort spent 
’worthy /'wuhdhi/ adj la having moral worth or value (a ^ cause} h 
honourable, mentonous (they were all honoured and ^ men} 2 import- 
ant enough; deserving (a deed to be remembered} (a ^ opponent} - 
worthily adv, worthiness n 

■worthy n a worthy or prominent person - often humor ’ 

-worthy /-.wuhdhi/ comb form (n -» adj) 1 fit or safe for (a seaworthy 
vessel} 2 deserving of (praiseworthy} <noteworthy> 
wossname /'wos.naym/ n, Br - used to replace a momentarily forgotten 
noun, slang (look a gift horse in the ^ - Punch} [alter, of what’s its 
name] 

wotcher /'wocha/ inteij, Br - used as a greeting, slang [alter, of what 
cheer] 

would /wad; strong wood/ past of will la to desire, wish (as ye - that 
men should do to you - Lk 6 31 (AV)> h - used in auxiliary function with 
rather or soon, sooner to express preference < ^ sooner die than face 
them} 2a - used in auxiliary function to express wish, desire, or intent 
(those who forbid gambling} or, in negative constructions, reluctance 
<— not hurt a fly}, used in the question form with the force of a polite 
request you please help meT} or of an offer or suggestion you like 

some tea?} h - used in auxiliary function in reported speech or writing 
to represent shall or will (said he ^ come} (knew I ^ enjoy the trip} 
3a used to <we meet often for lunch} - used with emphatic stress to 
express exasperation (she ^ keep complaining} h > used in auxiliary 
function with emphatic stress as a comment on the annoyingly typical 
(you say that} 4 - used in auxiliary function to introduce a contingent 
fact, possibility, or presumption (1) in the main clause of a conditional 
sentence (it ^ break if you dropped it} (he ^ have won if he hadn’t 
tnpped} (2) after a verb expressing desire, request, or advice (wish he 
go} 5 could (door wouldn 7 open} 6 - used in auxiliary function to soften 
direct statement ('^ be glad to know} (that ^ be the milkman} [ME 
wolde, fr OE, akin to OHG wolta wished, desired] 

'would-be adj desiring or intended to be <a rapist - Daily Mirror} 
wouldn't /'woodnt/ would not 

wouldst /woodst/, wouldest /'woodist/ archaic past 2 sing of will 
’wound /woohnd/ n 1 an injury to the body or to a plant (e g from 
violence' or accident) that involves teanng or breaking of a membrane (e g 
the skin I md usu damage to underlying tissues 2 a menui or emotional 
hurt or hi^'w [ME. fr OE wu/id; akin to OHG wunta wound] 

‘wound V. to cause a wound to or in vi to inflict a wound 
■wound /wownd/ past of wind 

wounded /'woohndid/ adj injured, hurt by, or suffenng from a wound 
(a soldier} ('^ pnde} 

woundwort /'woohnd, wuht/ n any of vanous plants, esp of the mint 
family, with soft downy leaves (formerly) used in dressing wounds 
’wove /wohv/ past of weave 

■wove n paper made in such a way that no fine lines run across the grain 
- comp'ir; laid 

woven /‘wohv(3)n/ past part of weave 

’wow /wow/ inteij - used to express strong feeling (eg pleasure or 
surprise), slang 

■wow n a stnking success; a hit - slang [Vow] 

■wow vt to excue to enthusiastic admiration or approval - slang 
*wow n a distortion in reproduced sound that is heard as a slow rise and 
fall in the pitch of the sound and is caused by vanations in the speed of 
the reproducing system - compare flutter 3 [imit] 
wowzer fwowca/ n, Austr A NZ an oppressively puntanical person; a 
killjoy - slang [ongin unknown] 

WPB n wastepaper basket - infml [wastepaper basket] 

’wrack /rak/ n 1 destruction and rum} 2 (a remnant oO sthg 
destroyed [ME, fr OE wnec misery, punishment, sthg dnven by the sea; 
akin to OE wrecan to drive, punish - more at wreak] 

■wrack n (dned) marine vegetation; esp kelp [ME wrak wreck, wreckage, 
fr MD or MLG; akin to OE wnec sthg dnven by the sea] 

■wrack vt 'rack 
■wrack n 'rack 

wraith /rayth/ n, pi wraiths /rayths; also raydhz/ an apparition of a 
living person in his/her exact likeness seen before or after death [perh 
alter, of obs Sc warth (guardian angel), fr ON vorthr guardian] 
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'wrangle /'rang-gl/ vb wrangling /'rang-giing/ vi to dispute angniy or 
peevishly, bicker vt . NAtn to herd and care for (livestock, esp horses) 
on the range [ME wranglen, akin to OHG nngan to struggle - more at 
WRINO] 

’wrangle n an angry, noisy, or prolonged dispute or quarrel 
wrangler /'rang gb/ n 1 a bickering disputant 2 the holder of a 
Cambndge first in mathematics - wranglership n 
'wrap /rap/ vb -pp- vt la to envelope, pack, or enfold in sthg flexible b 
to fold round sthg specified < ^ a blanket round her'y 2a to obscure or 
surround with the specified covenng <'^ped m misty (the affair was 
-^ped in scandaiy b to involve completely, engross - usu ^ up <-^ped 
up in his daughtery ^ vi to curl round sthg, be a wraparound (skirt that 
every [ME wrappen] 

’wrap n 1 a wrapping, specif a waterproof wrapping placed round food 
to be frozen, esp in a domestic freezer 2 an article of clothing that may 
be wrapped round a person, esp an outer garment (e g a shawl) - under 
wraps secret 

'wraparound /'rap3,rownd/ adj 1 made to be wrapped round the body 
(a ^ skirty 2 shaped to follow a contour, esp made to curve from the 
front round to the side (a ^ windscreeny 
’wraparound n an object or garment that encircles or esp curves and laps 
over 

wrapper Aapa/ n that in which sthg is wrapped e g a a fine quality 
tobacco leaf used for the covenng of a cigar b dust JACKkr ['wrap 
^ '-erJ 

wrapping /'raping/ n matenal used to wrap an object 
wrap up vt to bnng to a usu successful conclusion, end - infml ^ vi 1 
to protect oneself with outer garments <wrap up warmy 2 Br to stop 
ulking; SHUT up - slang 

wrasse /ras/ n any of numerous usu bnlliantly coloured manne 
spiny-fmned (food) fishes [Corn gwragh, wragh\ 
wrath /roth/ n 1 strong vengeful anger or indignation 2 retnbutory, esp 
divine, chastisement [ME, fr OE wrxththu, fr wrath wroth - more at 
wroth] - wrathful adj 

wreak /reek/ vt 1 to give free play to (malevolent feeling); inflict (--ed 
his wrath on AerX^ed her revengey 2 to cause or create (havoc or 
destruction) [ME wreken, fr OE wrecan to dnve, punish, avenge; akin to 
OHG rehhan to avenge, L urgere to drive on, urge] 
wreath /reeth/ n, pi wreaths /reedhz/ 1 sthg intertwined into a circular 
shape, esp a garland (lay a on the coffiny 2 a representation of a wreath 
(e g in heraldry) 3 a dnfting and coiling whorl < ~ s of smokey [ME 
wrethe, fr OE wntha\ akin to OE wnthan to twist - more at writhf] 
wreathe /reedh/ vt 1 to cause (the face) to take on a happy joyful 
expression - usu pass (face ^ d m smilesy 2a to shape (e g flowers) into 
a wreath b to coil about sthg 3 to encircle (as lO with a wreath (bust ^ d 
with laureiy ^ vi to twist or move in coils, wnthe (smoke d from the 
chimneyy [wreath] 

'wreck /rek/ n 1 sthg cast up on the land by the sea. esp after a shipwreck 
2a (a) shipwreck b wrecking or being wrecked; destruction (afer the ^ 
of our hopesy 3a the broken remains of sthg (e g a building or vehicle) 
wrecked or ruined b a person or animal of broken constitution, health, 
or spints (a mere of his former self) [ME wrek, fr AF, of Scand ongin, 

akin to ON rek wreck; akin to OE wrecan to dnve] 

’wreck vt 1 to cast ashore 2a to reduce to a ruinous state by violence 
a trainy b to cause (a vessel) to be shipwrecked c to involve in disaster 
or rum <>^ one's mamagey to b^me wrecked 
wreckage /rekij/ n 1 wrecking or being wrecked 2 broken and 
disordered parts or matenal from a wrecked structure 
wrecker /reka/ n la sby who wrecks ships (e g by false lights) fior 
plunder b sby whose work is the demolition of buildings 2a sby who 
searches for or works on the wrecks of ships (e g for rescue or plunder) 
b NAm a breakdown lorry c NAm a dealer in scrap, esp scrappy motor 
vehicles [^wreck + ‘-er] 

wren /ren/ n a very small European bird that has a short erect tail and 
IS noted for its loud song [ME wrenne, fr OE wrenna\ akin to OHG 
rentilo wren] 

Wren n a woman serving in the Women’s Royal Naval Service [ Women's 
Royal Naval Service] 

'wrench /rench/ vi to pull or strain at sthg with violent twisting (he ^ ed 
at the handley vt 1 to pull or twist violently the door openy 2 to 
injure or disable by a violent twisting or straining 3 to distort, pervert 
languagey 4 to snatch forcibly; wrest the knife from her handy [ME 
wrenchen, fr OE wrencan\ akin to OHG renken to wrench, L vergere to 
bend, incline] 

’wrench n la a violent twisting or a sideways pull b (a sharp twist or 


sudden jerk causing) a strain to a muscle, ligament, etc (e g of a joint) c 
(sthg causing) acute emotional distress or violent mental change 2a a 
spanner with jaws adjustable for holding nuts of different sizes b NAm 
a spanner 

wrest /rest/ vt 1 to obtain or take away by violent wnnging or twisting 
2 to obtain with difficulty by force or determined labour (^ a living from 
the stony soil) 3 wrench 3 [ME wrasten, wresten, fr OE wnestan, akin 
to OE wnthan to twist - more at writhf] 

'wrestle /'resl/ vb wrestling /'resling, 'resl-ing/ vi 1 to contend with an 
opponent in wrestling 2 to engage in a violent or determmed struggle, 
grapple (wrestling with cumbersome luggagey with a problemy ^ vt 
1 to wrestle with 2 to push, pull, or manhandle by force [ME wrastien, 
wrestlen, fr OE wrxstlian, freq of wnes/an] - wrestler /’resla/ n 
’wrestle n the action or an instance of wrestling, esp a wrestling bout 
wrestling /'resling/ n a sport or contest in which 2 unarmed individuals 
struggle hand to hand with each attempting to subdue or unbalance his 
opponent 

wretch /rech/ n 1 a profoundly unhappy or unfortunate person 2 a 
base, despicable, or vile person or animal [ME wrecche, fr OE wrecca 
outcast, exile, akin to OE wrecan to dnve, dnve out - more at 
wrfak] 

wretched /'rechid/ adi 1 deeply afflicted, dejected, or unfortunate 2 
deplorably bad (was in ^ healthy (^ workmanshipy 3 (appearing) 
mean, squalid, or contemptible (dressed in old clothesy 4 causing 
annoyance, damned - used as a general expression of annoyance (lost my 
^ socks'^ (irreg fr wretch] - wretchedly adv, wretchedness n 
wrick /nk/ vt, chiefly Br 'ric k 

'wriggle /'ngl/ vb wriggling /'ngling, 'ngl mg/ vi 1 to move the body or 
a bodily part to and fro with short wnthing motions, squirm 2 to move 
or advance by twisting anu turning 3 to extricate or insinuate oneself by 
manoeuvnng, equivocation, evasion, or ingratiation (managed to ^ out 
of a difficult questiony ^vt 1 to cause to move in short quick contortions 
(she — d her hipsy 2 to manoeuvre into a state or place by wnggling 3 
to make (one’s way) by wnggling [ME wngglen, fr or akin to MLG 
wnggein to wnggle, akin (o OE wrigian to turn - more at wry] - wriggler 
n, wriggly adj 

’wriggle n a short or quick wnthing motion or contortion 
Wfight /net/ n a craftsman - usu in combination (ship- 
wnght> (playwnghty [ME, fr OE wyrhta, wryht4f,workcT, maker, akin 
to OE weorc work] 

wring /ring/ vt wrung /rung/ 1 to twist or compress, esp so as to extract 
* liquid ('^ the towel dryy 2a to expel or obtain (as lO by twisting and 
compressing the water from the towel) b to exact or extort by 
coercion or with difficulty a confession from the suspect) 3a to twist 
so as to strain, sprain, or break a chicken's neck) b to twist together 
(one’s clasped hands) as a sign of anguish 4 to distress, torment (a tragedy 
that ^s the heart) 5 to shake (sby’s hand) vigorously in greeting [ME 
wringen, fr OE wringan, akin to OHG nngan to struggle. OE wyrgan to 
strangle - more at worry] - wring n 
wringer /'nng o/ n a mangle [wring + ^-lr] 

'wrinkle /'nngkl/ n 1 a small ridge, crease, or furrow formed esp in the 
skin due to aging or stress or on a previously smooth surface (e g by 
shnnkage or contraction) 2 a valuable tnck or dodge for effecting a result 
- infml [ME, back-formation fr wnnkled twisted, winding, prob fr OE 
gewnnclod, pp of gewnnclian to wind, fr ge-, perfective prefix i 
-wnnclian (akin to wrencan to wrench)] - wrinkly adj 
’wrinkle vb wrinkling /'nngkling, 'nngkl-ing/ vi to become marked with 
or contracted into wnnkles ^ vt to contract into wnnklcs 
wrist /nst/ n 1 (a part of a lower animal corresponding to) the (region 
of the) joint between the human hand and the arm 2 the part of a garment 
or glove covering the wnst [ME. fr OE; akin to OE wnestan to twist, 
wrest - more at wrest] 

'Wrlstbend /-.band/ n a band (e g on the sleeve of a garment) encircling 
the wrist 

'wrist .pin n a stud or pm that forms a beanng for a connecting rod 
'wristwatch /-.woch/ n a small watch attached to a bracelet or strap 
and worn round the wrist 

wristy /'risti/ adj charactenzed by or tending to use a lot of wnst 
movement (e g in hitting a ball with a bat or chib) ~ wrlstily adv 
writ /nt/ n la an order in wnting issued under seal in the name of the 
sovereign or of a court or judicial officer commanding or forbidding an 
act specified in it of habeas corpus) b a wntten order constituting 
a symbol of the power and authonty of the issuer (over the border where 
the king's ^ did not run) 2 archaic sthg wntten; wnting - esp in holy 
writ, sacred wnt [ME, fr OE; akin to OE wntan to wnte] 
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write /net/ vb wrote /roht/; written /'nln/ also writ /nt/ vt la to form 
(legible characters, symbols, or words) on a surface, esp with an instru- 
ment an mscnption'y <'^7 love you') b to spell in writing < words 
written aJike but pronounced differently) c to cover, fill, or fill in by 
wnting <wrole ten pages) < - a cheque) 2 to set down in wnting. e g a 
to be the author of; compose < ~ s poems and essays) < a stnng quartet) 
b to use (a specific senpt or language) in wnting <- a clear hand) <- 
shorthand) BraiUe) French) 3 to express, record, or reveal (as 
if) in writing is wntten) (wntten on my heart) 4 to make (a quality 
or condition) evident - usu pass (£uilt was wntten alJ over his face) 5 
to introduce or remove by wnting (-a clause into a contractX'^ a 
character out of a serial) 6 to introduce or transfer (information) into or 
from a computer memory 7 chiefly NAm to communicate with in wnting 
<wrote them on his arnval) ~ v/ 1 to make significant wntten characters, 
mscnptions, words, or sentences (gleaming to ~ m ink), also to be 
adapted to wnting (jxn badly) 2 to compose, communicate by. or 
send a letter <'«- back) < ^ for information) 3 to produce or compose a 
written work, esp professionally, for publication or performance for 
‘The Times') for woodwind) {his wife ^s) [ME wnten. fr OE 
writan to scratch, draw, inscribe, akin to OHG rizan to tear, Gk rhine 
file, rasp] - writable /'rictabl/ adj 

'write'.down n a deliberate reduction in the book value of an asset (e g 
to reflect the eflcct of obsolescence or deflation) 
write down vt 1 to record in written form 2 to disparage, injure, or 
minimize by writing ~ vi to wnte so as to appeal to a lower level of taste, 
comprehension, or intelligence - usu ^ to 

'write-.off n sthg written off as a total loss {he survived, but the car was 
a -> 

write off vt 1 to cancel <writc off a bad debt) 2 to concede to be 
irreparably Ic-jl, U'jurs^ or dead (this two square miles isn’t being wntten 
off as a ghetto - Colin Macinnes) ~ vi to write and send a letter 
write out vt to put in wnting, esp to put into a full and complete wntten 
form 

writer /'neta/ n 1 one who writes as an occupation, an author 2 Scot 

WKIIhR lo IHL SICjNH [wRITF ^ '-FR] • 

.writer's 'cramp n a painful spasmodic cramp of the hand or finger 
muscles brought on by excessive wnting 
.Writer to the 'Signet n a Scottish solicitor 
'write*.up n a written, esp flattenng, account 
write up vt la to write an account of. describe <wrotc up the fire) b 
to put into finished written form (write up my notes) 2 to bnng up to 
date the writing of (e g a diary) 3 to praise or inaximi/e in wnting 
writhe /nedh/ vt to twist (the hotly or a btxlily part) in pain 1 to 
proceed with twists and turns 2 to twist (as lO from pain or struggling 
3 to suffer keenly under an insult) [ME wnthen, fr OE writhan to 
twist; akin to ON ritha to twist. OE wngian to turn - more at wry] - 
writhe n 

writing /'ncting/ n 1 the act, practice, or occupation of literary compo- 
sition 2a wntten letters or words, esp handwriting (put it in -- > </ can’t 
read your ~> AiPHABrr b a wntten composition {the ~s of 

Marx) c a written or printed letter, notice, diKumcnt, or inscnption 
[wRiTt 4 ^-iNo] - writing on the wall an omen of one’s unpleasant 
fate 

'writing .desk n a desk often with a sloping top for wnting on 
'writing .paper n a sized paper that can be wntten on with ink, esp 
notepaper 

'wrong /rong/ n I an injunous, unfair, or unjust act, action or conduct 
inflicting harm without due provocation or just cause {suffer ^ at their 
hands) {did him a great > 2 what is wrong, immoral, or unethical {the 
difference between right and ^){to do no -> 3a the stale being 
mistaken or incorrect {my guess was hopelessly in the ^) b the slate of 
being or appeanng to be the oflendcr (put me in the ~ > (ME, fr OE 
wrang, fr (assumed) wrang, adj, wrong] 

*wrong adj 1 against moral standards, evil {thought that war was -> 2 
not nght or proper according to a code, standard, or convention, improper 
{it was not to thank your host) 3 not according to truth or facts, 
incorrect {gave a ^ date)-, also m error, mistaken {you’re qutte 4 
not satisfactory (c g in condition, results, health, or temper) {sthg ^ wtth 
my toe) 5 not in accordance with one’s needs, intent, or expectations 
{took the bus) 6 of or being the side of sthg not meant to be used or 
exposed or thought the less desirable {put it on side out) {on the ^ 
side of 40) [ME. fr (assumed) OE wrang, of Scand origin, akin to ON 
rangr awry, wrong; akin to OE wnngan to wring] - wrongly adv, 
wrongness n 

*wrong adv 1 without accuracy; incorrectly {guessed ^) 2 without 


regard for what is proper {acted ^ > 3 on a mistaken course, astray 
{steered 4 out of proper working order {washing machine 
went ■^) 

*wrong vt 1 to do wrong to, injure, harm 2 to mistakenly impute a base 
motive lo. misrepresent - wronger /'rong a/ n 

wrongdoer /.rong'dooh a, n one who transgresses (moral) laws - 
wrongdoing n 

.wrong-foot vt to make (an opponent) move in the wrong direction by 
deception (e g in tennis or football) 

‘wrongful /-f(a)l/ adj I wrong, unjust 2 unlawful - wrongfully adv, 
wrongfulness n 

.wrong'headed /-'hedid/ adj stubborn in adherence to wrong opinion 
or pnnciples, perverse - wrongheadedly adv. wrongheadedness n 
'wrong *un /an/ n a googly [contr of wrong one] 
wrote /roht/ past of write 

wroth /roth/ adj wrathful - poetic or humor [ME, fr OE wrath, akin 
to OHG reid twisted, OE wnthan to wnthe] 
wrought /rawt/ adj 1 worked into shape by artistry or eflbrt {carefully 
^ essays) 2 processed for use, manufactured < silk) ^ of metals beaten 
into shape by tools - compare wrought iron 4 deeply stirred, excited 
- usu ^ up {gets easily ^ up over nothing) [ME, fr pp of worken to 
work] 

.wrought 'iron n a tough malleable iron containing very little carbon 
and 1 or 2 per cent slag 
wrung /rung/ past of wring 

wry /rie/ adj 1 bent or twisted, esp to one side (a ^ smile) 2 ironically 
or grimly humorous (-- wit) [ME wrien to twist, wnthe, fr OE wngian 
to turn, akin lo MLG wrich twisted. Gk rhoikos crooked] - wryly adv, 
wryness n 

wryneck /'ne.nek/ /i I a grey-brown bird related to the woodpeckers 
and able to twist its head sideways over its shoulder 2 torticollis 
wunderkind /‘voonda.kint/ n, pi wunderkinder /-.kinds/ a child 
prodigy, also one who succeeds m a competitive field at an early age [G, 
fr wunder wonder + kind child] 
wurzel /'wuhzl/ n a mangel-wurzel 

wynd /wiend/ n, chiefly Scot a very narrow street [ME (Sc) wynde, prob 
fr wynden to wind, proceed, go. fr OE wmdan to twist - more at 
‘wind] 

wynn /win/ n an ong runic letter p used in Old English with the value 
of Modern English w [OF wen, wyn] 


X 

X /ck ,/ n, pi x’s, X9 often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 24ih letter of the English alphabet 2 ten number 
3 one designated x, esp as the 24lh in order or class or the 1st in a senes 
that includes x, y, and sometimes z 4 sby or sthg whose identity is 
unknown or withheld 

X n or adj, (a film that is) certified in Bniain as suitable only for people 
over 18 

xanth-, xantho- comb form yellow {xanthophyll) [NL. fr Gk, fr xan- 
thos] 

xanthic /'zanthik/ adj 1 of or tending towards a yellow colour 2 of or 
being any of various unstable oily acids [F xanihtque, fr Gk xanthos] 
xanthine /’zanihicn, -theen/ n (any of vanous derivatives oO a yellow 
compound that occurs esp in animal or plant tissue [ISV] 
xanthophyll /'zanthoh.fil, -tha-/ n any of several yellow to orange 
pigments that arc derivatives of carotenes [F xanthophylle, fr xanth- + 
-phylle -phyll] - xanthopbyllic /-'filik/ adj, xantbophyllous /-Tilas/ adj 
'x-.axis /eks/ n 1 the honzontal axis in a plane Cartesian coordinate 
system 2 that 1 of the 3 axes in a 3-dimensional rectangular coordinate 
system that is not the y- or z-axis 

'X .chromosome n a sex chromosome that in humans occurs paired in 
each female cell and single in each male cell - compare y chromo 
some 

xebec /'zeebek/ n a usu 3-masted Mediterranean sailing ship with mixed 
lateen and square ng [prob modif of F chebec, fr Ar shabbak] 
xen-, xeno- comb form 1 guest; foreigner (xenophobia) 2 strange; foreign 
{xenolith) [LL. fr Gk, fr xenos stranger, guest, host] 
xenograft /'zenagrahft, 'zee-/ n a tissue grafl earned out between 
members of different species 
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xenolith /zenalith. 'zee*/ n a fragment of rock embedded m a rock of 
a different type *- xenolithic A'lithik/ adj 

xenon /zeenon, 'zenon/^ a heavy noble gaseous element used esp in 
specialized flashtubes periodic table [Gk, neut of xenos 

strange] 

xonophobo Azenafobb/ n one who hates or fears foreigners [ISV] - 
lenophobia /-'fohbi-a/ n, xenophobic /-'fohbik/ adj 
xof-, xero- comb form dry (juttophytej (^xerography) [LL, fr Gk xer-. 
zero-, fr xeros - more at serene] 

xerography /ze'rografi, zia-/ n a process for copying graphic matter by 
the action of light on an electncally charged photoconductive surface in 
which the latent image is developed with a resinous powder [ISV] - 
xerographic Ara'graflk/ adj 

xerophilout /ze'rofllas, zia-/ adj thnving in or charactenstic of a dry 
environment ~ xerophily n, xerophilc Azera.fiel. 'zia-/ n or adj 
xerophyte Aziara,fiet/ n a plant (e g a cactj^structurally adapted for 
life and growth with a limited water supply plant - xerophytisn 
A,fietiz(a)m/ n, xerophytic /-'fitik/ adj 

xerox Azeroks, 'ziaroks/ vt, often cap to copy on a Xerox machine 
Xerox trademark - used for a xerographic copier 
XhOM Akhawsa/ n, pi Xboaaa, esp collectively Xhoaa 1 a member of a 
people of Cape Province related to the Zulus 2 the Bantu language of the 

Xhosa LANGUAGE 

xi /sie, zie/ n the 14th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk xei\ 
xiphieternum /.ziefa'stuhnam, zi-/ n, pi xiphisterna /-na/ the lowest 
segment of the sternum [NL, fr Gk xiphos sword + NL sternum] 
xiphoid Aziefoyd, 'zi*/ adj 1 sword-shaped 2 of or being the xiphistcr- 
num [NL xiphoides, fr Gk xiphoeid^, fr xiphos] 
xiphoid process n the xiphistenium 

Xmas Aeksmas/ n Chnstmas [X (symbol for Chnst, fr the Gk letter chi 
(X), initial of Chnstos Chnst) + -mas (in Christmas)] 

,x>radi'ation o. often cap (exposure to) X rays 
Xray Aeksray/ - a communications code word for the letter x 
x-ray Aeksray/ vt, often cap to examine, treat, or photograph with X 
rays 

X ray /'eks ray/ n 1 an electromagnetic radiation of extremely short 
wavelength that has the properties of ionizing a gas when passing through 
It and of penetrating vanous thicknesses of all solids physics 2 an 
examination or photograph made by means of X rays 
X-ray diffraction n (the determination of a crystal structure by) the 
scattenng of an X-ray beam by the atoms of a crystal to produce a 
charactenstic pattern 

'X-ray .tuba n an evacuated tube in which a concentrated stream of 
electrons stnkes a metal target and produces X rays 
xtal Akristl/ n or adjj^) crystal 

XU /sooh/ n, pi XU ^3" Vietnam at nationality [Vietnamese, fr F sou 
sou] 

X-word Akros .wuhd/ n a crossword 

xyl-, xylo- comb form 1 wood <xylop/ionc> 2 xylene <xyl/c> [L, fr Gk, 
fr xylon] 

xylam Aziebm. 'zielem/ n a complex vascular tissue of higher plants that 
functions chiefly in the conduction of water, gives support, and forms the 
woody part of many plants - compare phloem [G, fr Gk xylon] 
xyiana Azieleen/ n a toxic inflammable oily hydrocarbon obtained from 
wood tar. coal tar, etc [ISV] 

xylography /zie'lografi/ n the making of wood engravings [F xylogra- 
phie, fr xyl- + -graphic -graphy] - xylographcr n, xylograph Azieb,grahf, 
-.graf/ II, xylographic /-'grafik/ adj, xylographical adj 
xylophona Azieb/ohn/ n a percussion instrument that has a seri^ of 
wooden bars graduated in length and sounded by striking with 2 small 
wooden hammers - xylophonist /-.fohnist, zie'lofanist/ n 


Y 

y /wie/ n, pi y% yi often cap 1 (a graphic represenution of or device for 
reproducing) the 25th letter of the English alphabet 2 one designated y, 
esp as the 2nd in a senes that includes x, y, and sometimes z 
'•y also *ey /-i/ suffix (n, vb - adj) la covered with; full of 
\blossomy) (dirty) (hairy) b having the quality of (waxy) 
(weary) (merry) c addicted to; enthusiastic about (horsy) d 
like; like that of (wintry) - often derog (stagy) 2 tending or inclined to 


(sleepy) (sticky) (curly) 3 slightly, rather; -ish (chilly) [ME, fr OE -ig\ 
akin to OHG -ig, -y, L -icus, Gk -ikos, Skt -lira] 

*-y suffix (-* n) I state, condition, or quality of (beggary) (courtesy) 2 
whole body or group sharing (a specified class or stale) 
(soldiery) (company) [ME -ic, fr OF, fr L -la, fr Gk -la, -eia] 

*-y suffix (vb-* n) instance of (a specified action) (entreaty) (inquiry) [ME 
-le, fr AF, fr L -lum] 

*-y suffix ( - n) little, dear (doggy) (granny) - used esp in pet names by 
or to children [ME] 

yabby, yabbie Ayabi/ n a small Australian freshwater crayfish, often used 
as bait [native name in Australia] 

*yAcbt /yot/ n any of various relatively small sailing or powered vessels 
that characteristically have a sharp prow and graceful lines and are used 
for pleasure cruising or racing [obs D jaght, fr MLG jacht, short for 
jachtschiff, lit , hunting ship] 

^yacht v! to race or cruise in a yacht - yachting n 
'yacht ,club n a club organized to promote and regulate yachting and 
boating 

yachtsman Ayotsman/ n sby who owns or sails a yacht 
yack /yak/ n or vi ' vak - slang 

yackaty-yack /.yak^ti 'yak/ n or vt ' yak slang [rcdupl of yak] 
YAQ n synthetic yttnum aluminium garnet used esp as a gemstone and 
in lasers [yttnum aluminium garnet] 
yah /yah/ interj - used to express disgust, defiance, or derision [prob imit 
of the sound of retching] 

yahoo Ayah hooh, 'yay-/ n, pi yahoos an uncouth, rowdy, or degraded 
person [Yahoo, one of a race of human brutes in Gulliver’s Travels by 
Jonathan Swift tl'74S Ir satinst] 

Yahweh Ayahway/, Yahveh Ayahvay/ n the God of the Hebrews - 
compare rFiRAORAMMAioN [Heb Yahweh] 

Yahwiam Ayahwi7(a)m, -viz(a)m/ n the worship of Yahweh among the 
ancient Hebrews 

Yahwistic /yah'wisiik, -'vis-/ adj 1 characten/ed by the use of Yahweh 
as the name of God 2 of Yahwism 

’yak /yak/ n, pi yaks, esp collectively yak a large long-haired wild or 
domesticated ox of Tibet and nearby mountainous regions [Tibetan 
■gyak] 

‘yak, yack /yak/ n persistent or voluble talk - sj^ng [prob imit] 

‘yak, yack vi -kk- to talk persistently, chatter slang 
Yale /yayl/ trademark - used for a type of lock that has a revolving barrel 
* which 1 $ prevented from turning by a set of pins until the correct key is 
inserted 

yam /yam/ n 1 (any of various related plants with) an edible starchy 
tuberous root used as a staple food in tropical areas 2 NAm a 
moist-fleshed usu orange sweet potato [earlier tname, fr Pg inhame & Sp 
name] 

yammer Ayama/ vi 1 to wail, whimper 2 to complain, grumble <*- ing 
at the umpire) 3 to talk volubly, clamour -- vt to say in voluble complaint 
USE infml [alter of ME yomeren to murmur, be sad, fr OE geomnan, 
akin to OHG jamaron to be sad] - yammer n 
yang /yang/ n the masculine active principle in nature that in Chinese 
thought eternally interacts with its opposite and complementary pnn- 
ciple, yin [Chin (Pek) yang^] 

yank /yangk/ vb to pull or extract (sthg) with a quick vigorous movement 
a tooth out) - infml [ongin unknown] - yank n 
’Yankee Ayangki/ n a native or inhabitant of a chiefly Br the USA b 
chiefly NAm the N USA c NAm New Engbnd [ongin unknown] - 
Yankee adj 

‘Yankee - a communications code word for the letter y 
’yap /yap/ vi -pp- 1 to bark snappishly; yelp 2io talk in a shrill insistent 
querulous way; scold - infml [imit] - yapper n 
‘yap n 1 a quick sharp bark; a yelp 2 (foolish) chatter - infml 
yapock, yapok /ya'pok/ n a grey and white S Amencan aquatic opossum 
with webbed hind feet [Oyapock, Oyapok, nyer in S America] 

'yapp .binding /yap/ n, Br bookbinding (e g ibr Bibles) having rounded 
outer comera and limp overhanging leather covers [Yapp fl I860 E 
bookseller] 

Yarborough Ayahb(a)rd/ n a hand in bridge or whist containing no card 
higher thUi a 9 [Charles Anderson Worsley, 2nd Earl of Yarborough 
tl897 E nobleman who allegedly bet 1000 to 1 against the dealing of such 
a hand] 

‘yard /yahd/ ii la a unit of length equal to 3ft (about 0.914m) unit 
b a unit of volume equal to 1yd' (about 0 76SmO 2 a long spar tapered 
towards the ends to suppon and spread a sail d” ship [MUyarde twig. 
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stick, rod, unit of length, fr OE gierd, akin to OHG gart slick, L hasta 
spear] 

’yard n la a small usu walled and often paved area open to the sky and 
adjacent to a building, a courtyard b the grounds of a specified building 
or group of buildings - in combination (a farmyard} (a churchyard} 2a 
an area with its buildings and facilities set aside for a specified business 
or activity ~ often in combination <a brickyard} b a system of tracks for 
the storage and maintenance of railway carnages and wagons and the 
making up of trains 3 cap, flr Scotland yard - + the 4 NA/n a garden 
of a house [ME. frOE gear'd enclosure, yard, akin to OHG enclosure. 

L hortus garden] 

’yard vt to dnve into or confine in a rcstncied area, herd, pen 
yardage /'yahdij/ n (the charge for) the use of a livestock enclosure at 
a railway station [‘yani] 

’yardago n the length, extent, or volume of slhg as measured in yards 
['yard] 

yardarm /'yabdiahm/ n either end of the yard of a square-rigged ship 

^ J ‘ SHIP 

yardman /'yahdmdn, -man/ n sby who works a in a timber yard b in 
a railway yard 

'ysrd.mastar /-.mahsta/ n the man in charge of operations in a railway 
yard 

.yard of 'ale n (the amount contained in) a slender horn-shaped glass 
about Im (3ft) tall that holds 1 or 21 (2 or 3pt) 

'yard, Stick A,stik/ n I a graduated measuring stick 1yd long 2 a 
standard basis of calculation or judgment, a criterion 
yarmulke, yarmelke, yarmulka /'yahmulka/ n a skullcap worn by esp 
Onhodox and Conservative Jewish males, in the synagogue and the home 
- GAKMFNr [Yiddish, fr Ukrainian & ^ol jarmutka skullcap] 
’yflrn /yahn/ n la ihrlau 1, esp a spun thread (e g ol wood, cotton, or 
hemp) as prepared and used tor weaving, knitting, and rope-making b a 
similar strand of metal, glass, asbestos, paper, or plastic 2a a narrative 
of adventures, esp a tall tale b a conversation, chat USE (2) mfml [ME, 
fr OE geam, akin lo OHG gam yarn, Gk chorda string, L hernia 
rupture] • 

’yarn vi to tell a yarn, also to chat garrulously mfml 
'yarn-, dye W to dye before weaving or knitting 
yarrow /'yaroh/ n a strong-scented Eurasian composite plant with dense 
heads of small usu white flowers - ^ i'L ani [ME>'a/owc, fr OEgeanvc, 
akin lo OHG yarrow] 

yashmak /'yashmak/ a/so yaismak / - , 'yas-/ n a veil worn over the fiice 
by Muslim women, so that only the eyes remain exposed [Turk ya>- 
mak] 

yataghan /'yata,gan, 'yatagan/ n a sword without a guard used foriueily 
by Muslims and typically having a long blade with a double curved edge 
[Turk y ataman] 

yatter /’yata/ vi to chatter, prattle - mfml [perh blend of yap and 
chatter] 

'yaw /yaw/ n the action of yawing, esp a side-to side movement [origin 
unknown] 

’yaw VI 1 to deviate erratically from a course 2 of an aircraft, spacecraft, 
or projectile to deviate from a straight course by esp side-to-sidc move- 
ment 

yawl /yawl/ n 1 a small boat earned on a ship 2 a fore-and-aft rigged 
sailing vessel with sails set from a mainmast and a mizzenmast that is 
situated aft of the rudder [LG jo/le] 

'yawn /yawn/ w 1 to open wide, gape <a ing chasm} 2 to open the 
mouth wide and inhale, usu in reaction to fatigue or boredom vt to utter 
with a yawn [ME yenen, yanen, fr OE ginian, akin to OHG ginen to 
yawn, L hiare, Gk chainein] - yawner n, yawningly adv 
’yawn n 1 a deep usu involuntary intake of breath through the wide open 
mouth 2 a bonng thing or person - slang (^thought the cathedral a big 
Kenneth Tynan) 

yawp, yaup /yawp/ vi, chiefly NAm 1 to make a raucous noise, squawk 
2 to clamour, complain USE mfml [ME yolpen] - yawp n, yawper n 
yaws /yawz/ n pi but sing or pi m constr an infectious tropical disease 
caused by a spirochaetal bacterium and marked by ulcerating sores [of 
Canban ongin, akin lo Calinago yaya yaws] 

'y-,axi8 /wie/ n 1 the axis that intersects the x-axis in a plane Cartesian 
coordinate system 2 that 1 of the 3 axes in a 3-dimensional rectangular 
coordinate system that is not the x- or z-axis 

'Y .chromosome n a sex chromosome that in humans occurs paired 
with an X chromosome in each male cell and does not occur in female 
cells 

'ye /yet/ pron, archaic or dial the ones being addressed; you - used ong 


only as a nominative pi pron [ME, fr OE ge\ akin to OHG ir you - more 
at you] 

*ye /dhee, yet/ definite article, archaic the < Yc Olde Gifie Shoppe} [alter, 
of OE ]ye the, fr the use by early pnnters of the letter y to represent ]) (th) 
of manuscripts] 

^ea /yay/ adv 1 more than this, indeed <boys, and girls too} 2 archmc 

yes [ME ye, ya, fr OE gea\ akin to OHG ja yes] 

’yea n 1 affirmation, assent 2 chiefly NAm (a person casting) an 
affirmative vote 

yeah /yea/ adv yes - used in wnting to represent a casual pronunciation 
[by alter ] 

year /yia/ n la the period of about 365 ‘A solar days required for 1 
revolution of the earth round the sun b the time required for the apparent 
sun to return to an arbitrary fixed or moving reference point in the sky 
2a a cycle in the Gregorian calendar of 365 or 366 days divided into 12 
months beginning with January and ending with December b a penod of 
time equal to 1 year of the Gregorian calendar but beginning at a different 
time 3 a calendar year specified usu by a number 4 pi age <a man in 
hut a child in understanding}, also old age (^beginning to show his -- s> 

5 a penod of time (c g that in which a school is in session) other than a 
calendar year 6 sing or pi m constr the body of students who enter a 
school, university, etc in 1 academic year [MEyere, fr OE gear, akin lo 
OHG jar year, Gk horos year, hora season, hour, L ire to go - more at 
issue] - year in, year out for an indefinite or seemingly endless number 
of successive years 

'yearbook /-.book/ n u book published yearly as a report or summary 
of statistics or facts 

.year 'dot n - from/sinee the year dot for a very long time 
.year-'end n the end of the (fiscal) year - year-end adj 
yearling /'ypling/ n sby or sthg 1 year old e g a an animal 1 year old 
or in Its second year b a racehorse between January 1st of the year 
following Its birth and the next January 1st - yearling adj 
yearly /’yiali/ adj I reckoned by the year 2 done or occurnng once every 
year, annual -- yearly adv 

.Yearly 'Meeting n an organization uniting several Quarterly Meetings 
of the Quakers 

yearn /yuhn/ vi 1 to long persistently, wistfully, or sadly for 
horned to travef> 2 to feel tenderness or compassion <her Acarf — ed 
towards the child} [ME yemen, fr OE giernan, akin to OHG geron lo 
desire, L hortan to urge, encourage, Gk chairein lo rejoice] -- yeamer n, 
yearningly adv 

.year of 'grace n a year of the Christian era <rAe - 1982} 

.year 'rou»^d adj effective, employed, or operating for the full year, not 
seasonal ' t -- resort} 

yeast /yec.t/ n 1 a (commercial preparation oO yellowish surface froth 
or sediment that consists largely of fungal cells, occurs esp in sweet liquids 
in wl ch It promotes alcoholic fermentation, and is used esp in making 
alcoholic dnnks and as a leaven in baking 2 a minute fungus that is 
present and functional!) active in yeast, usu has little or no mycelium, and 
reproduces by budding [ME yes/, fr OE gi\t, akin lo MHG jest foam, Gk 
zein to boil] 

yeasty /'yccsli/ adj 1 of or resembling yeast 2a churning with growth 
and charge, turbulent b trivial, frivolous - yeastily adv, yeastlness n 
yegg /yeg, yayg/ n, chiefly NAm a safecracker, burglar - slang [origin 
unknown] 

'yell 'veK VI to utter a sharp loud cry, scream, or shout < -- for help} <-- 
with laughter} ^ vt to utter or declare (as lO with a scream, shout 
curses} [ME yelicn, fr OE giellan, akin to OHG gellan to yell, OE galan 
to sing] - yeller n 
’yell n a scream, shout 

'yellow /'ycloh/ adj la of the colour yellow b yellowish through age, 
disease, or discoloration, sallow c having a yellow or light brown 
complexion or skin 2a featuring sensational or scandalous items or 
ordinary news sensationally distorted journalism} b dishonourable, 
cowardly - mfml (too ^ to fight} [ME yelwe, yehw, fr OE geolu, akin 
to OHG gelo yellow, L helvus light bay, Gk chloros greenish yellow. Skt 
han yellowish] - yellowiah adj, yellowy adj 
’yellow vb to make or become yellow 

’yellow /I 1 a colour whose hue resembles that of ripe lemons or 
dandelions and lies between green and orange in the spectrum 2 sthg 
yellow- eg a sby with yellow or light brown skin b the yolk of an egg 
c a yellow' ball (e g in snooker) 3 pi but sing in constr any of several plant 
diseases caused esp by viruses and marked by yellowing of the foliage and 
stunting 
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.yellow ‘bile n the one of the 4 humours in medieval physiology believed 
to be secreted by the liver and to cause irascibility 
.yellow 'fever n an often fatal infectious disease of warm regions caused 
by a mosquito-transmitted virus and marked by fever, jaundice, and often 
bleeding 

.yellow 'flag n a yellow Eurasian ins that grows in damp places 
'yellow.hammer /-.hama/ n a common Eurasian bunting, the male of 
which is largely yellow with a reddish-brown back [alter of earlier 
yelambre, fr (assumed) ME ycJwambre, fr ME ydwc yellow + (assumed) 
ME ambre yellowhammer. fr OE amore\ akin to OHG amaro yellowham- 
mer, aman emmer] 

yellow Jack n 1 yei.low fever 2 a flag raised on ships in quaran- 
tme 

.yellow 'ochre adj or n (oO an orange-yellow colour 
.Yellow 'Pages n pi a telephone directory that lists organizations and 
services alphabetically within sections classified according to the nature 
of their business 

.yellow 'peril n, often cap YAP a danger to Western civilization held to 
arise from expansion of the power and influence of OnentaJ peoples 
.yellow 'pimpernel n a common European pimpernel with nearly 
prostrate stems and bright yellow flowers 
yelp /yelp/ vt or n (to utter) a sharp quick shnll cry <^dogs ^ > [vb ME 
yetpen to boast, cry out, fr OE gtelpan to boast, exult, akin to OHG gelph 
outcry, Lith gulbmti j^pTatse-, n fr vbj - yelper n 
’y®n /yen/ n. pi yen Japan at nationality [Jap en] 

n a strong desire or propensity, a longing - infml [obs E ilang yen-yen 
(craving for opium), fr Chin (Cant) in-yan, fr in opium + yan crav- 
ing! 

*yen vi -nn- to yearn 

yeoman /yohman/ n, pJ yeomen 1 a petty officer who a carries out 
visual signalling in the British navy b carnes out clerical duties in the US 
navy 2 a small farmer who cultivates his own land [MEyoman attendant 
in a noble household, freeholder, prob contr of yong man young man] 
'yeomanly /-li/ adj becoming or suitable to a yeoman, sturdy, loyal - 
yeomanly adv 

.yeoman of the 'guard n a member of a military corps attached to the 
Bntish Royal Household who serve as ceremonial attendants of the 
sovereign and as warders of the Tower of London 
'yeomanry /-n/ n sing or pi in constr 1 the body of small landed 
propnetors 2 a Bntish volunteer cavalry force created from yeomen in 
1761 as a home defence force and reorganized in 1907 as part of the 
territorial force 

yep /yep/ adv yes - used in writing to represent a casual or Amencan 
pronunciation [by alter ] 

yer /ya/ your - used m wnting to represent a nonstandard pronunciation 
[by alter.] 

-yer - see '-f.r 

yerba mat^ /.yuhba 'mahtay, .yeaba/ n mate [AmerSp yerba mate, fr 
yerba herb + mate mate] 

'yos /yes/ adv 1 - used in answers expressing affirmation, agreement, or 
willingness, contrasted with no (fire you ready? Yes» I am} 2 - used in 
answers correcting or contradicting a negative assertion or direction 
(don't say that! Yes, I wilt) 3 yea 1 4 - indicating uncertainty or polite 
interest or attentiveness <Yes.7 what do you wantT) [ME, fr OE gese] 
’yas n an affirmative reply or vote; an aye 

yaahiva, yeahivah /ya'sheeva/ n, pi yeshivas, yeshlYoth /-.voht, -.vohth/ 
1 a school for Talmudic study 2 an orthodox Jewish rabbinic seminary 
3 a Jewish day school providing secular and religious instruction [LHeb 
yishibhah] 

'yea-.man n one who endorses or supports everything said to him, esp by 
a superior; a sycophant - infml 

*ya8tarday /'yest^ay, -di/ adv on the day before today (saw him 
[ME yiste^y, fr OE gieatran daeg, fr giestran yesterday + dasg day; akin 
to OHG geataron yesterday, L hen, Gk chthes] 

‘ypsterday n 1 the day before today 2 recent time; time not long 
past 

yettPry^ar /'yesta.yia/ n 1 last year 2 the recent past USE poetic 
[yesterday + year] - yesteryear adv 

’ypt /yet/ adv la again; in addition (gives another reason} b even 
2 b (a higher speed} 2a up to this or that time; so far - not m 
affirmative statements (hasn't had breakfast ~ > b still 1 , 2 (have ^ to 
learn the truth} t at some future time and despite present appearances 
(we may win '■^} S nevertheless (strange and ^ true} [ME, fr OE giet, 
akin to OPris leta yet] - yet agaia still 1 more time 
^et conj but nevertheless 


yeti /‘yeti/ n abominable snowman [Tibetan] 
yew /yooh/ n (the wood oO any of a genus of evergreen coniferous trees 
and shrubs with stiff straight leaves and red fruits [ME ew, fr OE iw] akin 
to OHG iwa yew, Olr eo] 

'Y-fronta /wie/ n pi in constr. pi Y-fronts men’s closely fitting under- 
pants in which the front seams take the form of an inverted Y 
YHWH n Yahweh - compare tftragrammaton 
yid /yid/ n. often cap a Jew - chiefly derog [Yiddish, fr MHG Jude. Jude. 
fr OHG Judo. Judeo, fr L Judaeus - more at jfw] 

Yiddish /'yidish/ n a High German language containing elements of 
Hebrew and Slavonic that is usu wntten in Hebrew characters and is 
spoken by Jews chiefly in or from E Europe [Yiddish yidish, short for 
yidish daytsh, lit., Jewish German] - Yiddish adj 
Yiddither /"yidisha/ adj 1 Yiddish 2 Jewish [Yiddish Yidisher] 
'yield /yeeld/ vt 1 to give or render as fitting, nghtfully owed, or required 
<^ed allegiance to his master} 2 to give up possession of on claim or 
demand- c g a to surrender or submit (oneself) to another b to give 
(oneselO up to an inclination, temptation, or habit c to relinquish (e g a 
position of advantage or point of supenonty) ('^ precedence} 3a to bear 
or bnng forth as a natural product (the tree -- s good fruit} b to give as 
a return or in result of expended effort (properly handled this soil should 
^ good crops} c to produce as revenue (the tax is expected to ^ 
millions} (a bond that — s /2 percent} ^vi 1 to be fruitful or productive 
2 to give up and cease resistance or contention, submit, succumb 3 to give 
way to pressure or influence, submit to urging, persua.sion, or entreaty 4 
to give way under physical force (e g bending, stretching, or breaking) 5 
to give place or precedence, acknowledge ihe superiority of another [ME 
yielden, fr OE gieldan, akin to OHG geltan to pay] - yicldcr n 
’yield n 1 (the amount of) flhg yielded or pr(xiuced (^ of wheat per acre} 
2 the capacity of yielding produce (high strain of wheat} 
yielding /'yeeldmg/ adj lacking rigidity or stiffness, flexible 
yin /yin/ n the feminine passive pnnciple in nature that in Chinese 
thought eternally interacts with its opposite and complementary prin- 
ciple, yang [Chin (Pek) yin'] 

yip /yip/ VI or n -pp- chfbfly NAm (to utter) a short sharp cry [imit] 
yippee /yi'pcc/ inteij - u.scd to express exuberant delight or triumph 
•yl comb form (- n) chemical radical (ethyl} (carbonyl} (phenyl} [Gk 
hyle matter, matenal, lit , wood] 

jflang-ylang, ilang-ilang /.eelang 'eelang/ n (a perfume distilled from the 
fragrant yellow flowers oQ a Malayan tree of the custard-apple family 
[Tag] 

/Ob /yob/ n, Br a loutish youth, esp a hooligan - slang [back slang for 
boy] 

/obbo /'yoboh/ n. Br a yob - slang 

^Odel /yohdl/ vb -II- {NAm -I-, -II-), /'yohdling, 'yohdl ing/ to sing, 
shout, or call (a tune) by suddenly changing from a natural voice to a 
falsetto and back [G jodein] - yodeller n 
’yodel n a yodelled song, shout, or cry 

yoga /'yohga/ n 1 cap a Hindu philosophy teaching the suppression of 
all activity of body, mind, and will so that the self may attain liberation 
from them 2 a system of exercises for attaining bodily or mental control 
and well-being [Skt, lit , yoking, fr yunakti he yokes; akin to L jungere 
to join - more at yoke] - yoglc adj, often cap 

yogh /yohk, yohg, yohkh/ n a letter 3 which in Old and Middle English 
represented a velar or palatal fneative and of which traces remain in the 
modem spellmg gh [ME yogh. ^ogh] 

yoghourt, yoghurt, yogurt /'yogat/ n a slightly acid semisolid food made 
of milk fermented by bactena [Turk yoiurt] 

yogi /'yohgi/ n 1 sby who practises or is a ma-ster of yoga 2 cap an 
adherent of Yoga philosophy [Skt yogin, fr yoga] 
yoicks /yoyks/ interj, archaic ~ used as a efy of encouragement to 
- foxhounds 

'yoke /yohk/ /i la a bar or frame by which 2 draught animals (e g oxen) 
are joined at the heads or necks for working together b an arched device 
formerly laid on the neck of a defeated person c a frame fitted to sby’s 
shoulders to carry a load in 2 equal portions d a crosspiece on a rudder 
to which steering lines are attached 2 sing or pi in constr 2 animals yoked 
or worked together 3a an oppressive agency b a tie, link; esp marnage 
4 a fitted or shaped piece at the top of a garment from which the rest hangs 
[ME yok, ft OE geoc\ akin to OHG joh yoke, L jugum, Gk zygon, L 
jungere to join] 

’yoka vf 1 to attach (a draught animal) to (sthg) 2 to join (as lO by a 
yoke 

yokal /'yohkl/ n a naive or gullible rustic; a country bumpkin [perh fr 
E dial, yokel (green woodpecker), of imit origin] 
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yolk also yoke /yohk/ n 1 ihe usu yellow spheroidal mass of stored food 
that forms the inner portion of the egg of a bird or reptile and is 
surrounded by the white 2 a mass of protein, lecithin, cholesterol, etc that 
IS stored in an ovum as food for the developing embryo [MEyolke, fr OE 
gcoloca, fr geolu yellow - more at yellow) - yolked adj, yolky adj 
'yolk iSac n a membranous sac, nearly vestigial in placental mammals, 
attached to an embryo and containing the yolk life cycle 
Yom Kippur /,yom ki'pooa, 'kipa/ n a Jewish holiday observed with 
fasting and prayer on the lOth day of the Jewish year [Heb yom kippur, 
fr yom day + kippur atonement) 

yon /yon/ adj or adv, archaic or dial yonder [adj ME, fr OE gcon, akin 
to OHG icner, adj, that, Gk. enc day after tomorrow, adv fr adj] 
yonder /'yonda/ adj or adv over there [adv ME, fr yond (fr OE gcond) 
i -cr (as in hither), adj fr adv] 

yoni /’yohni/ n a stylized representation of the female genitals used in 
Hindu temples to symbolize the feminine cosmic principle - compare 
LiNGA [Skt, vulva) 

yonks /yongks/ n, Br a long time, ages - infml [origin unknown] 
yoo-hoo /'yooh ,hooh/ mteij - used to attract attention or as a call to 
people - yoo-hoo /,-'-/ vi 

yore /yaw/ n time (long) past - usu in of yore [ME, fr yore, adv, long 
ago. fr OE gears, fr gear year] 

york /yawk/ vt to bowl (a batsman) out with a yorker [back-formation 
fr yorker] 

yorker /'yawka/ n a ball bowled in cricket that is aimed to bounce on the 
popping crease and so pass under the bat [prob fr Yorkshire, where it was 
allegedly introduced] 

Yorkist /'yawkist/ adj of the English royal house of York that ruled from 
1461 to 1485 IF-dward, Duke of York (Edward IV of England) tl483] 
Yorkist n 

.Yorkshire 'fog /'yawkshia, -sha/ n a perennial grass with a velvety stem 
[Yorkshire, county in N England] 

Yorkshireman /'yorkshiaman, -sha-/, fern 'Yorkshire.woman n a native 
of Yorkshire 

.Yorkshire 'pudding n a savoury baked ipudding made from a batter 
and usu eaten before or with roast beef 

.Yorkshire 'terrier n a compact toy terrier with long straight silky hair 
mostly bluish grey but tan on the head and chest 
Yoruba /'yorooba/ n, pi Yorubas, esp collectively Yoruba 1 a member 
of a Negro people of the c^dsl of W Afnca, esp SW Nigena 2 the Kwa 
language of the Yoruba i anguaoe 
you /yoo, strong yooh/ pron, pi you 1 the one being addressed - used as 
subject or object <^can I pour a cup of tea"^, sometimes used as an 
exclamation with vocatives angefyi'^ scoundrels') 2 a pcisjii, one 
(funny, when come to think of it) [ME, fr OE eow, dat & accus of 
ge you (pi), akin to OHG lu, dat of ir you, Skt yuyam you) - you get there 
IS or ate (within the Chinese language you get quite different sounds - 

sEusy 

you-'ail pron, chiefly S US you - usu used in addressing 2 or more people 
or sometimes 1 person as representing also another oi others 
you'd /yoohd/ you had, you would 
,you-know-'where n a place understood but unspecified 
,you-know*'who n sby understood but unspecified 
you'll /yoohl/ you will, you shall 

'young /yung/ adj younger /’yung-ga/, youngest /'yung gist/ la in the 
first or an early stage of life, growth, or development b junior 1 c of an 
early or tender age for eating or drinking (fresh ^ lamb') 2 recently come 
into being; new (a ^ industry} (the night is ^} 3 of or having the 
charactcnstics (e g vigour or gaiety) of young people (a ^ style of dress} 
4 tending towards the size of (the chapel was a ^ cathedral} yong, 
fr OE geong; akin to OHG jung young, Ljuvenis] ~ youngish /'yung gish/ 
adj, youngness n 

’young npl \ young people, youth 2 immature offspring, esp of an animal 
- with young of a female animal pregnant 
younger /yung-ga/ adj infcnor in age; junior - used before or after sby's 
name to distinguish him/her from his/her father or mother < William Pitt 
the Younger) 

youngling ^yungling/ n a young person or animal - youngling adj 
.young 'person n sby between the ages of 14 and 17 - used in English 
law; compare child 2c (2) 

youngster /"yungsta/ n 1 a young person or creature 2 a child, 
baby 

.Young 'Turk /tuhk/ n a radical member of a political party [Young 
Turks, a 20th-c revolutionary party in Turkey) 
your /ya; strong yaw/ adj 1 of you or yourself or yourselves, esp as 


possessor or possessors ('^ bodies}, agent or agents contnbutions}, 
or object or objects of an action injury} -used with certain titles in 
the vocative Eminence} 2 of one or oneself (when you face north, 
east IS on ^ right} 3 - used for indicating sthg well-known and 
characteristic, infml <'^ typical commuter} I/5'£usedattnbutively [ME, 
fr OE cower, gen of ge you (pi)) 
you're /yaw, yooa/ you arc 

yours /yawl/ pron, pi yours that which or the one who belongs to you 
- used without a following noun as a pronoun equivalent in meaning to 
the adjective your, often used in the complimentary close of a letter 
truly} [ME, fr your + -s -’s] - yours truly 1 1. me, myse)f (I can take 
care of yours truly) 2 your letter <yours truly of the l*Hh} 
yourself /ya'self, yaw'self/ pron, pi yourselves /-'selvz/ la that identical 
person or creature that is you - used reflexively (enjoy yourselves, 
everyone}, for emphasis (carry it ), or in absolute constructions b your 
normal self (soon be again} 2 oneself 

youth /yoohth/ n, pi youths /yoohdhz/ 1 the time of life when one is 
young, esp adolescence (lived there in his 2a a young male adolescent 
b young people - often pi in constr (modem ^ ) 3 the quality of being 
youthful (preserved her ^} [ME youthe, fr OE geoguth, akin to OE 
geong young - more at young) 

'youthful /-f(3)l/ adj 1 (charactenslic) of youth complexion} (^ 
optimism} 2 not yet mature or old, young dancers} - youthftiUy adv, 
youthfulness n 

'youth .hostel n a lodging typically providing inexpensive bed and 
breakfast accommodation for members of the YHA, esp young travellers 
or hikers - youth-hosteller n, youth-hostelling n 
you've /yoohv/ you have 

yow /yow/ n a yell of pain - often used interjcctionally [imit] 
yowl /yowl/ vi or n (to utter) the loud long wail of a cat or dog in pain 
or distress [vb ME yowlen, prob of imit ongin; n fr vb) 
yo-yo /'yoh .yoli/ n, pi yo-yos a toy that consists of 2 discs separated by 
a deep groove in which a stnng is attached and wound and that is made 
to fall and nse when held by the stnng [native name in Philippines] 
ytterbium /I'tuhbi am/ n a bivalent or tnvalcnt metallic^lemcnt of the 
rare-earth group that resembles and occurs with yttnum periodic 
lABLL [NL, fr Ytterby, town in Sweden] 

yttrium /'iln am/ n a tnvalcnt metallic rare-earth clement peri- 
odic TABLE [NL, fr yttna (yttnum oxide), irreg fr Ytterby] 
yuan /'yooh an, yooh'ahn/ n, pi yuan China at nai ionality [Chin 
(Pek) yuan^] 

yucca /'yuka/ n any of a genus of sometimes treelike plants of the lily 
family wih long often ngid leaves and a large cluster of white flowers 
[NL, gpi.t.s name, fr Sp yuca] 

yule /yc'.-hl/ n, often cap, archaic Chnstmas [ME yol, fr OE geoh akin 
to ON jol winter feast, Chnstmas] 

‘Yu*e .log n a large log formerly put on the hearth on Chnstmas Eve as 
the foundation of the fire 

yummy /’yumi/ adj highly attractive or pleasing, esp to the palate, 
delicious - infml [yum-yum] 

yum-yum /,yum 'yum/ intcij - used to express pleasurable satisfaction, 
esp in the taste of food [imit of the sound of smacking the lips] 

Yurak ^yoo'rak, 'yooarak/ n a Uralic language of N Russia and Sib- 
ena 

yurt /yooat/ n a collapsible domed tent of skins or felt used by Mongol 
poniads of Central Asia [Russ yurta, of Turkic ongin, akin to Turk yurt 
dwelling] 


Z 

z /zed/ n, pi zs often cap 1 (a graphic representation of or device for 
reproducing) the 26th letter of the English alphabet 2 one designated z, 
esp as the 3rd in a senes that includes x, y, and z 
zabaglione /.zaba'lyohm/ n a thick creamy dessert made by whipping 
eggs, sugar, and (Marsala) wine over hot water [It] 
zaddik, tzaddik /'tsahdik/ n, pi zaddikim /tsah'dikun/ an exceptionally 
nghteous and saintly person by Jewish religious standards, often credited 
with supernatural powers [Heb saddiq just, nghteous] 
zaff re /'zafa/ n an impure oxide of cobalt used esp as a blue ceramic 
colounng [It zaffera] 
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laire /zahW n, pi Eiire Zaire at nationality [F zatre, fr Zaife 
(Congo), river in central Africa] 

'lany /'zayni/ n one who acts the buffoon to amuse others [It zanni, a 
traditional masked clown, fr It (dial.) Zannt, nickname for Otovanm 
John] 

*zany adj fantastically or absurdly ludicrous - zanily adv, zanineaa n 
'zap /zap/ intetj - used to indicate a sudden or instantaneous occurrence; 
inJFml [imit] 

’zap vb -pp- vr 1 to overwhelm, overcome 2 to propel vigorously 3 chiefly 
NAm to destroy, kill kt to move with speed or force USE slang 
zapataado /.zahpotay'ahdoh/ n a Latin American dance marked by 
rhythmic stamping or tapping of the feet [Sp, fr zapatear to strike or tap 
with the shoe, fr zapato shoe] 

zappy /*zapi/ adj 1 energetic, dynamic <r/ie ^ presentation of a TV 
commerciaJy 2 fast-moving <a little car} USE infml 
zaraba, zariba /zo'reeba/ n an improvised stockade constructed, esp of 
thorny bushes, in parts of Africa [Ar zanbah enclosure] 
zarzuala /zah'zwayb/ n a traditional Spanish comic opera [Sp] 
'z-,axia /zed/ n that 1 of the 3 axes in a 3-dimensional rectangular 
coordinate system that is not the x- or y-axi$ 

zaal /zeel/ n eagerness and ardent interest in pursuit of sthg; keenness 
[ME zde, fr LL zeJus, fr Gk zeJos] 

zaalot /zebt/ n a zealous person, esp a fanatical partisan [LL zeJotes, 
fr Gk zelota, fr zelos] - zealot adj, zealotry /-tn/ n 
zealoua /'zelos/ adj filled with or charactenzed by zeal missionanes} 

- zealously adv, zealousness n 

zebra /'zebra, 'zeebra/ n, pi zebras, esp coUectively zebra any of several 
black and white striped fast-running Afncan mammals related to the 
horse defence, food [It, fr Sp ceb/n] - zebrine /-bnen/ adj, 
zebrold /-broyd/ adj 

.zebra 'croaalng n a crossing in Bntain marked by a series of broad 
white stripes to indicate that pedestnans have the nght of way across a 
road 

'zebra .finch n a small largely grey and white Australian weaver bird 
zebu /'zeeb(y)ooh/ n an ox of any of several breeds of domesticated 
Asiatic '^xen with a large fleshy hump over the shoulders [F zebu] 
Zecharfah /.zeka'rieo/ n (a prophetic book of the Old Testament 
attnbuted to) a Hebrew prophet of the 6th c bc [Heb ZSkharyah] 
zed /zed/ n, chiefly Br the letter z [ME, fr MF zede, fr LL zeta zeta, fr 
Gk zeta] 

zee /zee/ n, NAm zed 

zein /'zee-in/ n a protein in maize used esp in making textile fibres, 
pnnting inks, coatings, etc [NL Zea, genus of grasses including Indian 
corn, fr Gk, wheat; akin to Skt yava barley] 

Zeitgeist /'tsiet.giest/ n the general intellectual and moral character or 
cultural climate of an era [G, fr ze/t time geist spint] 

Zen /zen/ n a Japanese sect of Mahayana Buddhism that aims at 
enlightenment by direct intuition through meditation (e g on paradoxes) 
[Jap, religious meditation, fr Chm (Pek) ch’an\ fr Pali jhana, fr Skt 
dhyana, fr dhyayati he thinks - more at semantic] 
zenana /ze'nahna/ n the women’s quarters in an eastern, esp Muslim, 
house [Hindi zanana, fr Per, fr zan woman] 

Zend-Avesta /.zend a'vesta/ n the A vesta [F, fr MPer A vastak va Zand 
Avesu and commentary] 

zener diode /'zecta/ n, often cap Z a silicon semiconductor device that 
is used to provide a stable voltage for reference or voltage regulation 
[origin unknown] 

zenith /zemth/ n 1 the point of the celestuil sphere that is directly 
opposite the nadir and vertically above the observer 2 the highest point 
reached in the heavens by a celestial body 3 the culminating point or stage 
(jat the of his powers - John Buchan) [ME senith, fr MF cenith, fr 
ML, fr OSp zenir, modif of Ar samt (ar-ra's) path (above the head)] 
zenithai /'zemthal/ adj 1 of or located at or near the zenith 2 showing 
correct directions from the centre <a map) 
zaolita /*zee*ajiet/ n (a synthetic silicate resembling) any of various 
minerals that are hydrous aiumimum silicates analogous in composition 
to the feldspars and can act as ion-exchangers (e g in water softening) [Sw 
zeolit, fr Ok zan to boil + -o- + Sw -lit -lite, fr F -Iite - more at yeast] 

- leoUtlc /-Ihik/ adj 

Zaphaniah /.zefa'me-a/ n (an apocalyptic book of the Old Testament 
attributed to) a Hebrew prophet of the 7th c bc [Heb Siphanyih] 
zaphyr /'zefa/ o 1 a gentle breeze, esp from the west 2 any of various 
lightweight fabrics or articles of clothing [ME Zephirus, west wind 
(personified), fr L Zephynu, zephyrus (god of the) west wind, zephyr, fr 
Ok Zephyros, zephyroa] 


zappalin /'zep(3)lin/ n, often cap a large ngid cigar-shaped airship of a 
type built in Germany in the early 20th c, broadly an airship [Count 
Ferdinand von Zeppelin tl917 G general & aeronaut] 

'zaro /'ziaroh/ n, pi zeros also zeroes 1 the arithmetical symbol 0 or 0 
denoting the absence of all magnitude or quantity NUMBER 3 the 

point of departure in reckoning, specif the point from which the gradu- 
ation of a scale begins 4a nothing (^slow down to -- in the traffic} b the 
lowest point <h« spints fell to [F or It, F zSro, fr It zero, fr ML 
zephirum, fr Ar si/^] 

’zero adj 1 having no magnitude or quantity growth} 2a of a cloud 
ceiling limiting vision to ISm (about SOft) or less b ofhonzontal visibility 
limited to SOm (about 16Sft) or less 

’zero vt to adjust the sights of (e g a nfle) ^ vi 1 to concentrate firepower 
on a specified target 2 to move near to or focus attention as if on a target, 
close (^reporters ^ed in on Miss World} USE (vi) usu f in on 
'zero .hour n the time at which an event is scheduled to take place [fr 
Its being marked by the count of zero in a countdown] 
zest /zest/ n 1 the outer peel of a citrus fruit used as flavouring 2 
piquancy, spice (jdanger added to the proceedings} 3 keen enjoyment, 

gusto (her -- for living} [obs F (now zeste)] - zestfiil adj, zesty adj 
zeta /zeeta/ n the 6th letter of the Greek alphabet [Gk zeta] 
zeugma /'zyoohgma/ n the use of a word to modify or govern 2 or more 
words, usu in such a manner that it applies to each in a difTerent sense 
(e g in 'opened the door and her heart to the homeless boy’) [L, fr Gk, 
lit , joining, fr zeugnynai to join; akin to L jungere to join - more at 
yoke] 

zibet /'zibit/ n a common Asian civet [It zibetto & ML zihethiim, fr Ar 
zabad civet perfume] 

ziggurat //zigarat/ n a templc tower of ancient Mesopotamia in the form 
of a stepped pyramid [Akkadian ziqqunatu pinnacle] 

'zigzag /'zig.zag/ n a line, course, or pattern consisting of a senes of sharp 
alternate turns or angles (a blue shirt with red -^s) [F] 

’zigzag adj forming or going in a zigzag, consisting of zigzags <a path 
up the hilf} - zigzag adv 

’zigzag vb -gg- vt to form'into a zigzag ^ vi to proceed along or consist 
of a zigzag course 

zilch /zilch/ adj or n, chiefly NAm zero - slang [by alter ] 
zillion Ailyan/ n an indefinitely large number - often pi with sing 
meaning; infml <^s of mosquitoes} [7 + -illion (as in million)] 

'zinc /zingk/ n a bluish white bivalent metallic element that occurs 
abundantly in minerals and is used esp as a protective coating for iron and 
steel PERiuDic TABLE [G Zink] - zincic adj, zincous adj 
’zinc vt -C-, -ck- to treat or coat with zinc 

zincate /'zingkayt/ n a compound formed by reaction of zinc oxide or 
zinc with alkaline solutions 

.zinc 'oxide n a white solid used esp as a pigment and in medicinal and 
cosmetic preparations 

.zinc 'white n zinc oxide used as a pigment 

'zing /zing/ n energy, vim - infml [zing (a shnll humming noise), of imit 
ongin] 

’zing vi to move bnskly or with a humming sound - infml 
zingy /’zing i/ adj strikingly exciting or attractive <a musicaf} (a ^ 
new outfit} - infml ['zing] 

zinnia /'zinya, 'zini-a/ n any of a small genus of tropical Amencan 
composite plants with showy flower heads and long-lasting ray flowers 
[NL, genus name, fr Johann Zinn tl759 G bottnist] 

Zion /'zie.on, 'zie>an/ n la the Jewish people b the Jewish homeland 2 
heaven [Zion, citadel in Palestine which was the nucleus of Jerusalem, 
fr ME Sion, fr OE, fr LL, fr Heb Siyon] 

Zionism /'zie-a.niz(a)m/ n a movement for settiajg up a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine - Zionist adj or n 

'zip /zip/ vb -pp- VI 1 to move with speed and vigour (waitresses ped 
by} 2 to become open, closed, or attached by means of a zip 3 to travel 
with a sharp hissing or humming sound vt li to close or open (as iO 
with a zip b to enclose by means of a zip him into his wet suit} c 
to cause (a zip) to open or shut 2 to add zest or life to - often + up [imit 
of the sound of a speeding object; (vi 2. vt 1) ’zfp 3] 

’zip f} 1 a light sharp hissing sound 2 energy, liveliness 3 chiefly Br a 
fastener thkt joins 2 edges of fabnc by means of 2 flexible spirals or rows 
of teeth brought together by a sliding clip - zippy adj, zlppily adv 
•zip adj zip-up <a - jacket} 

'zip .code n, ohen cap ZAIAP a S-digit number that is used in the postal 
address of a place fn the USA to assist sorting - compare postcode [zone 
/mprovement plan] 

xip feetener /'fahs(a)na/ n, chiefly Br zip 3 
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zipped /zipt/ adj zip-up 

zipper /'zipa/ n, chiefly NAm ziv 3 

'zip*, up adj fastened by means of a zip 

zircon /zubkon/ n a vanously coloured mineral consisting of a zirconium 
silicate and used as a gem when transparent [G, modif of F jargon 
jargoon. zircon, fr It giargone] 

zirconium /zuh'kohnyam, -ni-am/ n a steel-grey ductile chiefly tctra- 
valent metallic clement that occurs widely in combined form (eg in 
zircon) and is used csp in alloys and in heat-rcsisting ceramic materials 
PERIODIC FABLt (NL, fr ISV zircon] 
zither /'zidha/ n a stringed instrument having usu 30 to 40 stnngs over 
a shallow horizontal soundboard and played with plectrum and fingers 
[G, fr L cithara lyre, fr Gk kithara] - zitherist n 
zizz /ziz/ VI orn, Br (io) nap, doze ~ infml (imit of the sound of a sleeper’s 
breathing] 

zloty /'zloti/ n, pi zlotys /'zloteez/ also zloty Poland at n a i ional 
irv (Pol z ty\ 

ZO-, zoo* comb form animal, animal kingdom <zooiJ> ^zoology') [Gk zdi-, 
zdio-, fr zdion, akin to Gk zoe life - more at quick] 

•zoa /-'zoh a/ comb form n pi) animals - in taxa ^Metazoa} [NL. fr 
Gk zoia, pi of zoion] 

zodiac /'zohdiak/ n an imaginary belt in the heavens that encompasses 
the apparent paths of all the pnncipal planets except Pluto, has the ecliptic 
as Its central line, and is divided into 12 constellations or signs each taken 
for astrological purposes to extend 30 degrees of longitude symbol 
[ME, fr MF zodiaque. fr L zodiacus, fr Gk zoidiakos, fr zoidiakos, adj, 
of carved figures, of the zodiac, fr zoidion carved figure, sign of the zodiac, 
fr dim of zdion living being, figure, akin to Gk zoc life - more at quick] 

- zodiacal /zoh'(l»e-akl, za-/ adj ^ 

zo.diacal 'lipfrit /zoh'dic akl, za-/ n a diffuse glow seen in the west after 
twilight and in the cast before dawn 

'•zoic /-'zoh-ik/ comb form ( « adj) being an animal that has (such) a mode 
of existence {lioIozo\c'} <,sapro/oic) [Gk zoikos of animals, fr zdion 
animal ~ more at zo-] 

’•zoic comb form (-* adj) of or being •(such) a geological era 
<ArcAaeozoic> <A/esozoic'> [Gk zoe life] 

zombie, NAm also zombi /'zombi/ n 1 a human in the W Indies capable 
only of automatic movement who is held, esp in Haitian voodooism, to 
have died and been reanimated 2 a person resembling the walking dead. 
esp a shambling automaton [of Niger-Congo ongin, akin to Kongo 
nzambi god] - zombielike adj 

'zone /zohn/ n la any of 5 great divisions of the earth’s surface with 
respect to latitude and temperature b a portion of the surface of a sphere 
included between 2 parallel planes 2a a subdivision of a biogeographic 
region that supports a similar fauna and flora throughout its extent b a 
distinctive layer of rock or other earth materials 3 an area distinct from 
adjoining parts (^an erogenous ^ 4 any of the sections into which an area 
IS divided for a particular purpose <a smokeless ^ > [L zona belt, zone, 
fr Gk zone-, akin to Lith juosti to gird] - zonal adj, zonate, zonated 
adj 

’zone vt 1 to arrange in, mark off, or partition into zones 2 to assign to 
a zone (^neighbourhood has been d as residential} - zoner n 
'zone .melting n the punfication of a crystalline matenal, esp a metal, 
by passing a molten part of itself through it to pick up impurities 
zone refine vt to produce or refine by zone melting 
zonked /zongkt/ adj 1 highly intoxicated by alcohol, LSD. etc - often 
out 2 completely exhausted USE slang [origin unknown] 

ZOO /zooh/ n, pi zooi a zoological garden or collection of living animals 
usu open to the public [short for zoological (garden)] 

ZOO* - see zo- 

zoogeography /.zoh-aji'ografi/ n zoology dealing with the geographical 
distnbution of animals [ISV] - zoogeognipher n, zoogeographic 
/.zoh-ajee-a'grafik/ also zoogeographical adj 

zooid /'zoh'Oyd/ n an entity that resembles but is not wholly the same as 
a separate individual organism; esp a more or less independent wimal 
produced by flssion, proliferation, or other methods that do not directly 
involve sex -- zooidal /zoh'oydl/ adj 

,zoo, logical 'garden /.zooh-a'iojiki, .zoh-a-/ n a garden or park where 
wild animals are kept for exhibition - often pi with sing, meaning 
zoology /zooh'obji, zoh-/ n (biology that deals with) animals and animal 
life, usu excluding human beings (NL zoologia, fr zo- + -logia -logy] - 
loologlat tt, zoological /-a'lojikl/ also zoologic adj, zoologlcaUy adv 
'zoom /zoohm/ vi 1 to move with a loud low hum or buzz 2 to nsc 
sharply (retail sales - ed> - vf to operate the zoom lens of (e g a camera) 
[imit] 


'zoom n 1 an act or process of zooming 2 zoom lens 
zoom lens n a lens (c g in a camera) in which the image size can be varied 
continuously so that the image remains in focus at all times 
zoomorphic /.zoho'mawfik/ adj resembling the form of (part oO an 
animal (a ~ orchicf} (a ^ deity} [ISV] 

-zoon /-'zoh an/ comb form (- n), pi *zoa animal; zooid 

(haematozoon} (spermatozoon} (NL, fr Gk zdion] 
zoonosis /zoh'onasis, .zoh-a'nohsis/ n, pi zoonoses /-seez/ any disease 
(e g rabies or anthrax) communicable from lower animals to human 
beings [NL, fr zo- Gk nosos disease] - zoonotic /.zoh a'notik/ adj 
zoophilous /zoh'ofilas/ adj having an attraction to or preference for 
animals e g a adapted for pollination by animals other than insecu - 
compare enfomophilous h of a bloodsucking insect preferring lower 
animals to human beings as a source of food 

zoophyte /’zoh-a.fiet/ n a coral, sponge, or other (branching or treelike) 
invertebrate animal resembling a plant [Gk zdophyton, fr zdi-, zd- zo- ^ 
phyton plant - more at phyt-] - zoophytic /-'fitik/ adj 
zooplankton /,zoh a'plangkun, -ton/ n planktonic animal life - com- 
pare PHYTOPLANKioN - zooplsnktonlc /-plangk'tonik/ adj 
zoospore /'zoh a,spaw/ n a spore capable of independent movement 
[ISV] 

'zoot .suit /zooht/ n a flamboyant suit typically consistmg of a 
thigh-length jacket with wide padded shoulders and trousers Upenng to 
narrow cuffs [zoot prob arbitrary rhyme on sui/] 
zoril /’zoni/ n a zonlla 

zorilla /zo'nb/ n a S Afncan animal that resembles the weasel [F zonlle, 
fr Sp zonlla, zonllo, dim of zorra, zorro fox] 

Zoroastrianism /,zoroh'astn 3niz(3)m/ n a Persian dualistic religion 
founded in the 6lh c bc by the prophet Zoroaster, promulgated in the 
Avesta, and charactenzed by worship of a supreme god Ahura Mazda 
who IS engaged in a constant cosmic struggle against the evil spint 
Ahnman - Zoroastrian adj or n 

Zouave /zooh'ahv, zwahv/ n a member of a French infantry unit, ong 
composed of Algenans, wearing a bnlliant uniform [F, fr Berber Zwawa, 
an Algenan tnbe] 

zucchetto /tsooh'ketoh, sooh-, zooh-/ n, pi zucchrttoe a skullcap worn 
by Roman Catholic ecclesiastics, coloured according to the rank of the 
wearer (It, fr zucca gourd, head, fr LL cucutia gourd] 
zucchini /zooh'kceni, tsooh-/ n, pi zucchini, zucchinis chiefly NAm a 
courgette [It, pi of zucchino, dim of zucca gourd] 

'Zulu /zoohlooh/ /) 1 a member of a Bantu-speaking people of Natal 2 
a Bantu bnguage of the Zulus - Zulu adj 
’Zulu a C'^mmunications code word for the letter z 
Zuni, Zuni ’zoohn(y)cc/ n, pi Zunia, Zuhis, esp collectively Zoni, ZsAi 
a member, or the language, of an Amencan Indian people of NE Arizona 
[Amer Sp] - Zunian, Zuhian adj 

zwieb-sck /'swee,bak, 'zwee-/ n a usu sweetened nch bread that is baked 
and then sliced and toasted until dry and ensp [G, lit . twice baked, fr 
zwie- twice (fr OHG /wi-) ♦ backen to bake, fr OHG bahban - more at 
rwi-, bake] 

Zwinglian /’zwing-gli-^n, 'tsving-/ adj of (the teachings of) UInch 
Zwingli, esp the doctnne that Chnst’s presence in the Eucharist is 
symbolic [UInch Zwingh tl531 Swiss theologian] - Zwinglian n 
zwitterion /’isvita.ne-an/ n an ion with both a positive and a negative 
charge [G, fr zwitter hybnd + ion] - zwitterionic /-rie'onik/ adj 
zyg > ivRO- comb form pair (zygodactyl} (NL. fr Gk, fr zygon yoke - 
more at yoke] 

zygodactyl /.ziega'daktil/ adj, of a bird having 2 toes pointing forwards 
and 2 backwards (ISV zyg- + Gk daktylos toe] - zygodactyl a, zygodac- 
tyloua adj 

zygoma /zie'gohma, zi-/ n, pi zygomata /-raota/ also zygomaa zygo- 
matic arch (NL zygomat-, zygoma, fr Gk zygoma, fr zygoun to jom 
together, fr zygon] - zygomatic /-'matik/ adj 

,zygo,matlc 'arch /.ziega'matik, zi-/ n the arch of bone that extends 
adong the front or side of the skull beneath the eye socket 
zygomorphic /.zicgoh'mawfik, ,zi-, -go-/ adj symmetrical about only I 
longitudinal plane (the - flowers of the toadflax} - zygomorpUam, 
zygomorphy /’-,-/ n 

zygospore /'ziegoh.spaw, 'zi-, -go-/ n a plant spore (e g in some algae), 
formed by umon of 2 similar sexual cells, that grows to produce the phase 
of the plant that produces asexual spores - compare oospore [ISV] 
zygote /'ziegoht, 'zigoht/ n (the developing individual produced from) a 
cell formed by the union of 2 gametes [Ok zygdtos yoked, fr zygoun] - 
zygotic /-'gotik/ adj 
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zygotane /*ziega.teen/ n the stage in meiotic cell division in which 
homologous chromosomes pair intimately [ISV] 

-zygous Azigas/ comb form ( adj) having (such) a zygotic constitution 
<Ae/erozygous> [Gk -zygos yoked, fr zygQn\ 
zym-, zsmio- comb form 1 fermentation <zymurg:y> 2 enzyme <zymG{gei7> 
[NL, fr Gk, leaven, fr zym^ 

zymase /"ziemayz, -mays/ n an enzyme or complex of enzymes that 
promotes the breakdown of glucose [ISV] 
zymogen /'ziemajen. -jan/ n an inactive protein secreted by living cells 
and activated by catalysis to form an enzyme [ISV] 
zymogenic /,ziema'jenik/ adj 1 producing fermentation 2 of a zymo- 
gen 

zymology /zie'mobji/ n the science of fermentation [NL zymologia, fr 
zym- t -logia -logy] 

zymotic /zie'motik/ adj 1 of, causing, or caused by fermentation 2 
relating to, being, or causing an infectious or contagious disease 
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Pronunciation of Foreign Phrases 

All foreign phrases tire given an anglicized pronunciation which the 
English speaker will easily be able to say In addition, the International 
Phonetic Alphabet symbols are given where appropriate to help those 
people who are interested in the way the word or phrase is pronounced 
in Its own language 

Pronunciation of I ,atin phrases is very variable We have tried as far as 
possible to use the modern system of Latin pronunciation, with the 
exception that for reasons ol economy all written vs are shown only as 
/v/. although the pronunciation /w/ is equally acceptable 


A 

absit omen absit 'ohmen/ pensh the thought* (L, lit , let the omen be 
absent 1 

ab urba condita /ab .ooabay konditah/ (rom the founding of the city 
(Rome, founded 753 bc) — used by the RoriYins in reckoning dates |LJ 
h coup sQr /ah ,kooh sooa {Vr a ku syr)/ surely, dchnitcly [F, lit , with 
sure stroke) 

ad arbitrium /ad ah'bitri am/ at will, arbitranly (L) 
ad/in utrumque paratus /ad ,ooluromkwa> po'rahtas, in/ prepared for 
either (event) [L] 

ad majorem Dei gloriam /ad ma.yuwrcm .dayec glawnam/ to the 
greater glory ol God — motto of the ScKiety of Jesus [LJ 
ad patres /ad pahtrayz/ deceased |L, lit , to the talhers] 

4 droite /ah 'drwaht {Fr a drw'at)/ to or on the right [Fj 
ad vivum /ad veevpm/ to the life (Lj 

aequo animo /.ickwoh animoh/ calmly (L, lit . with even or equal mind] 
4 gauche /ah 'gohsh (Fr a go:j')/ to or on the left (Fj 
age quod agis /.agay kwod 'agis/ to the business in hand |L, lit , do what 
you are doing] 

k huis clot /ah wee ,kloh (Fr a qi klo)/ in private |F, lit , w'lth closed 
doors] 

aide-toi, le del t'aidera /ed iwah b syel teda'rah (Fr rd twa b sjri 
lid^ra)/ heaven helps those who help themselves |F, lit , help yourself, 
heaven will help you] 

k la belle 4toile /ah lah bel ay'twahl (Fr a lu hr: I ctwal)/ under the stars, 
in the open uir at night [F, lit , at or by the light of the beautiful star] 
i la fran^lse /ah lah trnn'sez (Fr a la frost :z)/ m the French style [F] 
4 ranglaite /ah long'glez (Fr a ldglc:z)/ in the English style [F] 
alea jacta ett/|acta alea ett /.alaya .yakta est/ the die is cast |L, 
attributed to Julius Caesar on crossing the Rubicon] 
alter Idem /,alto(r) 'idem, .altea/ a second self [L] 
amor patriae /.amaw patri.ic/ love of one's country [1.] 
amor vincit omnia /.amaw ,vinkit ‘omni a/ love conquers all things [L] 
anno aetatis tuae /,anoh ic.tahus 'sooh ic/ in the (specified) yeat pf his/ 
her age [L] 

anno mundi /.anoh 'moondi/ m the year of the world — used in 
reckoning dates from the supposed time of the ceation of the world [L] 
anno urbia conditae /anoh .ooabis 'konditie/ in the year of the 
founding of the aty (Rome, founded 7S3 bc) [L] 
k peu pi^ /ah ,puh pray (Fr a p0 pre)/ nearly, approximately [Fj 
k pied /,ah ‘pyay (Fr a pjc)/ on foot [F] 

apr4a moi le dduge /apray 'mwah b day,kx)hzh (Fr apre mwa b 
dcly:’^)/ after me the deluge [F, altcf . of apris nous le diluge after us the 
deluge, attributed to Mmc dc Pompadour, but orig a French proverb] 
arrlv^ercl /.ariva deschi/ goodbye [it] 

art eat celare artem /,ahz est ke.lahray ahtem/ true art i$ to conceal art 

[L] 

art longa, vita brevis /,ahz long ga .vccta brevis/ art is long, life is 
short (L, Seneca, De Brevitate Vitae] 
au contraire /.oh kon'trea (Fr o k3tre:r)/ on the contrary [F] 


audentet fortuna juvat /ow dcnlayz .fawtoona 'yoohvat, faw'toohna/ 
fortune favours the bold (L, Vergil. Aeneid] 

au pays dee aveuglet, lea borgnes sent rois /oh .pay dayz a'vuhgb lay 
bawnyn sonh rwah (Fr o pci dez avogi le b.irp s5 rwa)/ in the country of 
the blind the one-eyed are kings [F] 

aurea mediocriiat /owray^ mcdi'olcntas/ the golden mean, the happy 
medium |L] 

au reste /oh rest (Fr o rrst)/ for the rest, besides [F] 
autpicium meliorit aevi /ow.spiki am mcli awns 'icvi/ an omen of a 
better age— motto of the Order of St Michael and St George [L] 
aussitdt dit, aussitdt fait /ositoh dee ositoh fay (Fr osito di osito fr )/ 
no sooner said than done [F] 

aut Caesar aut nihil/nullus /owl ,kicsah owt ‘nihil, 'seezd, 'noobs/ all or 
nothing [L. lit , either Caesar or nothing/no one] 
autres temps, autre moaurs /ohtra .torn ohtr? muh (Fr o.tra to o;tra 
ma.r)/ other times other customs |F) 
aux armesi /ohz ahm (Fr oz arm)/ to arms' [F] 
aut vincera, aut morl /owt .vmkaray owt mon/ to conquer or die (L) 
ave atque vale /.ahvay atkway vahlay/ hail and farewell (L] 
k votre sant4 /ah votra son'tay (Fr a vo:tr sate)/ to your health — used 
when drinking a toast [FJ 

B 

bien entendu / byan onton'dooh (Fr bjf dtudy)/ of course, naturally (F, 
lit . well undcrstmxl] 

bonjour /bonh'zhooa (Fr bnjuir)/ good morning, good afternoon [F] 
bonsoir /bonh'swah (Fr bdswa.r)/ good evening, good night |F] 

C 

cadit quaestio /.kadit 'kwicstioh/ the argument collapses |L, lit , the 
question drops] 

ya ne fait rian /,sa ns ,fay ree'anh (Fr sa n;) fc rjf )/ it doesn't matter [F] 
carpe diam /kahpay 'dee em/ enjoy the present [L. Florace, Odes] 
cava canem /kavay kanem/ beware of the dog [h] 
cedant arma togae /kaydant .ahma tohgic/ let military power give way 
to cimI power [L. lit . let arms yield to the toga — Ciccro. De Offiais] 
caia va sans dire /sa lah vah sonh dia (Fr sala va su drr)/ that goes 
without saving ]F] 

ca n'ast qua la premiar pas qui coute /sa ,nay ka b .pramyay ,pah kec 
kooht (Fr sa nc ka b pramjc pa ki kut)/ it is only the first step that 
counts (FJ 

c'ast’4>dira /.set ah dia (Fr sFtadi:r)/ that is to say, namely [F] 
c'ast autra chosa /set .ohtra shohz (Fr set o.tra joiz)/ that's another 
matter [F] 

c'ast magnifiqua, mais ca n'ast pas la guarra /say .manyi'feek may sa 
nay .pah liih gca (Fr se mapifik me sa nc pa la gr:r)/ it's magnificent, but 
It isn't war |F, attnbuted to a French general watching the charge of the 
Light Brigade at the battle of Balaclava] 

c'ast plus qu'un crima, c'ast una fauta /say .plooh kan kreem .set 
oohn 'fohi (Fr se ply kce knm set yn fo:t)/ it’s worse than a enme, it’s a 
blunder |F] 

catara dasunt /.ketara 'daysoont/ the rest is missing [L] 
chacun k son goOt /sha.kuhn ah sonh gooh (Fr Jakce a s5 gu)/ everyone 
to his/her own taste [F] 

charchax la famma /.sheashay lah fam (Fr jerje la fam)/ there’s a 
woman at the bottom of it [F, lit , look for the woman — attnbuted to 
Dumas p^re] 

cha sark sark /kay sa.rah sa'rah/ what will be, will be [It] 
civis Romanus sum /.kivis roh'mahnas soom/ 1 am a Roman citizen [L, 
Ciccro. In Verrem] 

cogito, argo sum /.kogitoh csgoh soom, kojitoh, uhgoh/ I think 
therefore I exist [L, Descartes, Discours {(e la m^thode] 
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oompte rmdu /.komt ron'dooh {Fr k3t iddy)/ a report, account (c g of 
proceedings in an investigation) [F] 

comiptio optimi p«ssima /ko.rooptioh .optimi pesima/ the corruption 
of the best is the worst of all (LJ 

coup do foudro /.kooh da foohdra {Fr ku da fudr)/ love at first sight [F. 
lit , thunderbolt] 

coup do maliro /.kooh da metra {Fr ku da mE.tr)/ a masterstroke [F] 
coup d'otsoi / kooh de'say (Fr ku desr)/ an experiment, tnal [Fj 
coQto quo coOto /.kooht ka kooht (Fr kut ka kut)/ whatever the cost [F] 
crodo quia obourdum /.kraydoh ,kwee a ab'suhdam/ I believe it 
because it is absurd [L] 

cuotos morum ^.koostohs mawram/ a guardian of morals, a censor [l.j 

D 

d'accord /da'kaw (Fr daka:r)/ m agreement [Fj 
do bonno grico /da ,bon 'grabs (Fr da ban gru:s)/ with a good grace; 
willingly [Fj 

do guttibua non oat diaputandum /day .goostibas nohn est dis- 
pooh'tandam/ there is no disputing about tastes [L] 

Dol gratia /.dayee grahtiah/ by the grace of God [L] 
do intogro /.day in'tegroh/ anew, afresh |L] 

dolonda oot Carthago /day.lenda est kah'tahgoh/ Carthage must be 
destroyed [L, aitnbuted to Cato the Elder] 
dolinoavit /day.lim'ahvit/ hc/she drew this [L] 
do mat on pis /da ,mal om 'pec (Fr da mal d pi)/ from bad to worse |F] 
do minimis non curat lax /day .mimmccs nohn .kooarat leks/ the law 
docs not concern itself with tnfles [L. Bacon Letters] 
do mortuis nil nisi bonum /day .mawiooh-ccs ml nisi bonam/ (speak) 
nothing but gtxid of the dead [L] 

Doo favonto /.dayoh fa'ventay/ with God's favour [L] 

Doo gratias /, dayoh grahtiahs/' thanks be to God |L] 
do profundis /day pro'foondecs/ out of the depths [L. Psalm !30\ 
Dous vuH /.dayas voolt/ God wills it — the rallying cry of the First 
Crusade [L] 

dios faustus /,dee ayz fow stas/ lucky day |L] 
dios infaustus /,dee ayz m'fowstas/ unlucky day [L] 
dios Irao /.dee ayz larie/ the day of wrath — used of the Judgment Day 
(L| 

Diou avoc nous /.dyuh avek nooh (Fr dj 0 avek nu)/ God (be) with us 

[F] 

Diou ot mon droit /.dyuh ay monh drwah (Fr djo c m5 drwa)/ God and 
my right — the motto on the royal arms of Britain [F] 

Diou vous gordo /.dyuh vtxih gahd (Fr djo vu gard)/ God keep you [F] 
dis alitor visum /.dees .alitea veesam/ the gods decreed otherwise [L, 
Vergil, Aeneid] 

divido ot impora /di.vccday ct impcra/ divide and rule [L, attributed to 
Machiavclli] 

Domino, dirigo nos /.dominay di'ngay nohs/ Lord, direct us — motto of 
the City of London [L] 

dominus vobiscum /.dominas voh biskam/ the Lord be with you [L] 
dulco ot docorum ost pro patria mori /.doolkay ct de.kawram est proh 
patnah 'mon/ it is a sweet and glorious thing to die for one’s country 
[L, Horace, Odes] 

dum spiro, sporo /doom .spiaroh ‘speroh/ where there’s life, there’s 
hope [L, lit . while I breathe, I hope] 

E 

occo signum /.ekay 'signam/ look at the proof [L, lit , behold the sign] 
ombarras do richossos /.ombah.rah da ree'shes (Fr dbara da rijes)/ 
confusing abundance [F, lit , embarrassment of nches] 
ombarras du chobc /.ombah.rah dooh shwah (Fr dbara dy Jwa)/ too 
many things to choose from [F, lit , embarrassment of choice] 
on ami /.on a'mec (Fr dn ami)/ as a fnend [F] 
on offot /.on ay fay (Fr an efr)/ in fact, indeed [F] 
on familto /on fa’mee (Fr d fami.j)/ among the family, at homo, 
informally |F] 

onfant git4 /.onfonh gahtay (Fr dfd gate)/ a spoilt child [F] 
onfln /on'fanh (Fr aft)/ »n conclusion; in a word; finally [F] 
on pantouflos /.om pon'toohfla (Fr a patufl)/ free and easy; informal 
[F, lit., in slippers] 

on pioin air /om ,plen ea (Fr d plen E:r)/ in the open air [F] 
on pioin Jour /om .planh zhooa (Fr 6 pft su.r)/ in broad daylight [F] 
on (dglo /,onh 'regia (Fr d regl)/ in order IF] 

dpator ioi bourgoois /, aypa.tay lay booa'znwah (Fr epate le bur 3 wa)/ to 
shock the middle classes [F] 

o pluribus unum /ay .plooaribas oohnam/ one out of the many — 
former motto of the LISA [L] 

ooprft do I'oscaiior/d'oscailor /e, spree da Ic'skalyay, de'skalyay (Fr 
Espri da leskalje, deskalje)/ a witty retort that occurs to one too late |F, 
lit., staircase wit] 

ooso quam vidori /.esay kwam vi’deari/ to be rather than to soem [L] 
oot modus In robus /est .modas in 'raybas/ there is a proper measure in 
all things, always observe the golden mean [L, Horace, Saturnalia] 


ot in Arcadia ago /.et in ah.kahdi a 'egoh/ I, too, lived in Arcadia |L] 
ot tu, Bruto /ct tooh .broohtay/ you too, Brutus [L, attributed to Caesar 
on seeing his friend, Brutus, among his assassins] 
ox animo /eks animoh/ from the heart, sincerely [L] 
oxcoptit oxcipiondif /ek.skcptecs ek.skipi'endees/ with the proper or 
necessary exceptions [L| 

oxcoptio probat roguiam do robui non oxcoptis /ek.skeptioh prohbat 
'rcg(H)lam day raybas nohn ck'skeptces/ the exception proves the rule 

I'-i 

ox libris /eks librees/ from the books of — used on bookplates [L] 
ox nihilo nihil fit /eks nihiloh .nihil fit/ nothing is created from nothing 

w 

F 

faciio princops /.fakilay prinkcps/ (one who is) easily first, the 
acknowledged leader [i J 

fommo do chambro /.turn da 'shombra (Fr fam da (dbr)/ a chamber- 
maid, lady's maid [F] 

fostina ionto /fc.stecna lenlay/ make haste slowly, more haste less 
speed [LJ 

fiat justitia, ruat caoium /.fee at yoohstiti a ,rooh at kicbm/ let justice 
be done, though the heavens should fall [L] 
fiat lux /.tec at 'looks/ let there be light [L) 

Fidoi Dofonsor /fi.dayi di'fcnsaw/ Defender of the Faith — used as a title 
ot the sovereigns of Rntain |L] 

fidus Achatoa /.hdds .'>'kahtay/, ^kahteez/ a faithful friend (L, lit , 
faithful Achates — Vergil, Aeneid] 

filio do Joio /.fee da zhwah (Fr fi:j da .^wa)/ a prostitute [F, lit . girl of 

Jt>yl 

fils /fees (Fr hs)/ son, junior — used after French surnames to distinguish 
a son from his father (Fj 

fluctuat noc morgitur /tlooktooat nek mcagitooa/ it is tossed bv the 
waves but docs not sink - the motto of Pans [L| 
fortot fortuna adjuvat /.tawtavz faw toohna ad'yoohvat/ fortune 
favours the brave |L, Terence, Phormio] 
fult Ilium /.fooh It 'ill am/ Troy is no more [L, Vergil, Aeneid] 
furor loquondi /.looraw lo'kwendi/ a mama for speaking jL] 
furor pooticus /.fooraw poh'etikas/ a poetic fren/y [1 | 
furor scribondi /, fooraw ^n'bendi/ a mama for writing [l.j 

G 

gaudoamus igitur /.gowday.ahmus igitooa/ let u« then rejoice (Lj 
gnothi aaauton /.gnohthi say'owton/ know thyself [Gk] 
grand monda ^grom mond (Fr grd m5 d)/ high scKicty [FJ 
guarra h outranca /.gear ah ooh'tronhs (Fr gi.r a utru s)/ war to the 
bitter end |F] 

H 

hie at ubiqua /.hik et oobikway/ here and everywhere [L] 
hic jacat /.hik 'yaket/ here lies — used on tombstones [L] 
hoc aga /.hok agay/ apply yourself to the task in hand [L, lit , do this] 
homma d'affairas /. om da fca (Fr .^m dafe r)/ a businessman [F] 
homo sum: humani nil a mo alianum puto /.homoh 'soom 
hooh.mahm ml ah may .ah'aynam .poohtoh/ 1 am a man, I regard 
nothing that concerns man as foreign to my interests [1 , Terence. 
Heauton Timiirumenos] 

honi aoit qui mal y panto /.om swah kce .mal ee ponhs (Fr am swa ki 
mal 1 pus)/ shame on the one who thinks ill of it — motto of the Order of 
the Garter [F] 

humanum aat arrara/arrara humanum att /hooh.manhnam est 
e'rahray/ to err is human [L] 

I 

Ich dian / ikh 'deen (Ger 15 di:n)/ 1 serve — motto of the Pnnee of Wales 

IG] 

fel^on paria frangait /ce sec om ,pahl fronsay (Fr isi 5 pari frdsi)/ 
French is spoken here [FJ 
Id att /.id est/ that is [L] 

ignorantia juria naminam axcuoat /ignaw.ranti a .yooaris .nemincm 
eks’koohzat/ ignorance of the law excuses no one [L] 
il faut cultivar notra Jardin /cel .foh .kooltivay notra zhah'danh (Fr il 
fo: kultive natr 3 ard&)/ we must mind our own affairs [F, lit., we must 
lend our garden — Voltaire, Candide] 
in aatamum /.in le’tuhnam/ forever [L] 
in future /in fi^^h'tooaroh/ in the future [L] 
in limlna /in Iceminay/ on the threshold, at the beginning [L] 
in aaacula taaciHorum /in .siekoola siekoo'lawrai^ for ever and ever 
IM 

in atatu puplllari / in .statooh .poohpi'lahri/ in a state of wardship; as a 
pupil or ward [L] 
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Inter nos /.inta nohs/ between dursclvcb [LJ 
Intra muros /.intra 'moo.')r()hs/ within the walls [Lj 
invenit /in'vcnit/ he/she devised this [L] 

In vino veritas /m .veenoh vcriias/ there is truth in wine |L| 

J 

j'adouba /zha‘d(X)hb (/t ^adub )/ 1 adjust— used in chess when imjching 
a piece without intending to move it [FJ 

jau da mots //huh da moh {Fr >^0 da mo)/ a pun |r, lit , game of words] 
jut dlvlnum /yoos divcenam/ divine law [I.] 

j'V tuis, j'y raste /zhec .swee zhee rest (Fr 31 sqi ;^i rrst)/ hetc I am. here 
1 stay [F, attributed to Marshal MacMahon during the attack on the 
Malakoff in the CnmcaJ 

K 

ktama as aai /k.laymah es ah ay/ possession forever — applied to a work 
of art or literature of enduring significance [Gk] 

L 

laborara ast orara /labaw rahray cst o'rahray/ to work is to pray [Lj 
lacrimaa rarum /.lakrimic 'resram/ 1 pity for misfortune 2 the tragedy of 
life |I^. lit , ( 1 ) tears for things ( 2 ) tears in things. Vergil. Aeneid] 
laissar-allar/laistaz allar /.lesay 'alay (Fr Icse ale)/ a lack of restraint, 
letting go [Fj 

lapsus calami /,lapsas 'kabmi/ a slip of the pen [l.j 
lasciata ogni sparanza, voi ch'antrata /lashahtc onyec spc.ranza voy 
ken. irate/ abandon all hope, you who enter jit, Dante, lnferno\ 
la c»ur a sas raisons qua la raison na connait point /la .kuhi ah say 
rc'zonh ka lah rc/onh na .konay 'pwanh (Fr la koe.r a sc rrsD ka la rt/.ana 
kanf pwi)/ the heait ii . ■ Tasonsofusowiiof w{hich reason knows nothing 
jr. Pascal , Fensmj 

la styla. c'ast Thomma /b , steel say lorn (Fr la stil sc bm)/ the style is 
the man himself [F, Biiflon] 

la roi oat mort, viva la roi /la /wah ay maw .veev b 'r\sah (Fr la rwa e 
mj r vi v b rwa)/ the king is dead, long live the king [F] 
r^tat, c'ast moi /lay tah say mwah (fr Icta sc mwa)/ 1 am the state jF, 
aitnbutcd to 1 ouis XI V] * 

loco citato / lokoh ki'tahtoh/' in the passage already quoted [Lj 
lusus naturaa / loohs.is na'too.-iric/ a freak [L, lit . a sport of nature] 

M 

ma foil /,mah fwah (Fr ma twa)/ indeed' [F, lit , my faith | 
man spricht Dautsch /man shprikht doych (Ger man Ipnyt d.'iitj)/ 
German spoken [Gj 

mariaga da convananca /mar.iahzh dd .konvo'nonhs (Fr marja:^ da 
k.^vanurs)/ a marriage of convenience [F'j 

mauvais quart d'haura /.mohvav ,kah duh (Fr move ka:r da* r)/ a bncl 
but unpleasant experience [F, In , bad quarter of an hour] 
madan agan / mayden 'agan/ nothing m excess, moderation in all things 
[Gk] 

ma judica /.may 'yoohdikay/ in my opinion (L, lit , I being judge] 
mans sana in corpora sano /men? .sahna in .kawparay sahnoh/ a 
sound mind in a sound body [L, Juvenal, Satires] 
maum at tuum /.muyam ct looh am/ mine and yours -used to express 
rights of private property [L] 

mirabila dictu /mi.rahbtlay diktooh/ astonishing to relate [L] 
mirabila vitu /mi.rahbilay vecsooh/ wonderful to behold [L] 
morituri ta salutamus /.montoosri tay .salooh'iahmos/ wc. who arc 
about to die, salute you — a greeting spoken by gladiators to their 
Emperor before a combat [L] 

multum in parvo /, mooltam in pahvoh/ a great deal in a small space [L. 
lit , much in little] 

mutatis mutandis /mooh.tahtees mooh'tandccs/ when all the ncccsj^.i''' 
changes have been made [L] 

N 

natura non facit saltum /na.tooara .nohn (ukil ‘sali;»m/ nature does not 
make a leap [L] 

namo mt Impuna lacassit /.naymoh may im.poohnay la'kcsit no one 
attacks me with impuiiitv — motto of Scotland and of the Order of the 
Thistle [L] 

ne quid nimis /.nay kwid nimis/ nothing in excess |L] 
n'aat'Ca pat? /.ncs pah (Fr nes pa)/ isn't that so’’ [F] 
nicht wahr7 /, nikht vah (Ger niv't va:r)/ isn’t that so’ (Gj 
nil datparandum /.nil dcspo'randsm/ never give up hope [L] 
nolans volans /.noicnz volenz/ willy-nilly [L] 

notca ta ipsum /.noskay tay 'ipsam/ know thyself — compare onoihi 
SEAUTON [L] . . . V, 

nostalgia da la boua /.no.stal.zhcc da lah booh (Fr n^stal^i da la bii)/ 


hankering for a life of physical degradation and squalor [F, hi , 
nostalgia foi the mud) 

nuit blancha /.nweeh blonhsh (Fr nqi bluj)/ a sleepless night [F, lit , 
white night] 

0 

omne ignotum pro magnifico /.omnay ig.nohiam proh mag nifikoh/ 
the unknown tends to be exaggerated in importance or difficulty [L, lit . 
everything unknown (is taken) as grand — Tacitus. Agricola] 
omnia mutantur, nos at mutamur in illis /.omni a mixih tantooa nohs 
et mooh'lahm(K)a(r) in .ilces/ all things arc changing, and wc arc 
changing with them ]L] 

onus probandi /,o(h)n3s pro'bandi/ the burden of proof ]L] 
opera citato /.oparay ki'tahtoh^' in the work already quoted |L] 
ora pro nobis /.awr;i proh 'nolibis/ pray for us JL) 
o temporal o moresi /oh temparn oh mawrayz/ oh the times' oh the 
customs' |L. ( uero In Culilmam] 

oil sont las naigas d'antan? /.ooh sim lay ,ne/h don'tonh (Fr u so Ic 
ni ^ dolii)/ where arc the snows of yesteryear’ ]F. Villon] 

P 

panem et circensas /,pci(h)nem cl kia'kcnsayz/ bread and circuses )L, 
Juvenal, Adom] 

par avion /.pahi a'vyonh (Fr par avj.^)/ by aeroplane — used on airmail 

IM 

par example /.pahr cgzompi (Fr par igzd pl)/ tor example [F] 
parturiunt monies, nascatur ridiculus mus /pah.toonn :*ni ‘moniayz 
na.sktiytoo.) n'dikool.is moos.' the mountains are in labour and a 
ridiculous nu>use will be brought forth (L. Horace. Ar\ Poetica] 
pater patriae '.patca patn ic/ a father of his country [Lj 
pax vobiscum /paks voh'bisknm' peace be with you [L] 
paccavi /pc kahsu I have smned ]L] 

paina forte at dura 'pen .lawt ay dooa (Fr pr n fDri c dy:r)/ torture |F, 
lit . severe and hard punishment) 

par ardua ad astra /pca(r) ,ahdw.i ad astra' through danger to the 
stars — motto ol the Royal Air Force |L] 

pira 'pc.i (Fr pr r)/ father, senior — used after French surnames to 
distinguish a father trom his son |F] 

parfida Albion /pen feed al’bvonh (F; ptrhd albj.s)/ perfidious Albion, 
England [Fj 

pinxit /'pingksit; hc/shc painted this [L] 
piano jura /.playnoh vooaray/ with full nghl or authority [L] 
plus 9 a change, plus c'ast la mdme chose /.plouhs sah shonzh .ploohs 
say lah .mcm shoh/ (Fr plys sa joj pl>s sc la mem foz)/ the essential 
nature of a thing docs not change ]F, hi , the more something changes, 
the mote It »s the same thing) 

plus royalitta qua la roi '.plooh royah.lcest k.n la 'rwah (Fr ply rwajalist 
kn In rwa)/ more loyalist than the king [FJ 

poata nascitur, non fit /poh.avin nuskitoon nohn 'fit/ a poet 1$ bom. 
not made [l.j 

post obitum /pohst obiinm/ atter death ]L] 

pour ancouragar las autras 'poonr .ongkoonruh.zhay lay/ 'ohtrn (Fr 
pu.r akura^c Ic/ o.trn)/ in order to encourage the others [F, Voltaire, 

( umlide] 

pro arts et focis /proh .ahrecs ct iokccs/ foi faith and home [L, lit , for 
altars and firesides] 

pro bono publico /proh .bo(h)noh 'pfK>hlikoh/ tor the public good [L] 
pro patria .pion patruh/ alter one’s country [L] 

Q 

quand mime /kom mcm (Fr kd mi.m)/ all the same [F] 
quantum sufficit /.kiv-minm 'sootikil/ a sulflcicnt quantity — formerly 
used in medical prescriptions [L] 

quis custodiet ipsos custodes? 'kwis koo.stodi ct .ipsos koosiodayz/ 
who will guard the guards themselves*’ jL. Juvenal, Aanrrj] 
qui s'excusa s'accuse /kcc sek.skooh/ sa'kotihz (Fr ki siksky/ sakyz)/ 
whoever excuses him-/hcrsclf accuses him-/hcrself [F] 
qui va 147 /.kcc vnh lah (Fr ki va la)/ who goes there'* [F] 
quo vadis7 /.kwoh 'vahdis/ where arc you going*’ [L] 
quoad hoc /.kwoh-ad hok/ to this extent ]L, lit , as far as this] 
quod erat demonstrandum /.kwod e.rat demnn'strandnm/ which was 
to be proved [L] 

quod arat faciendum /.kwod e.rat faki'endnin/ which was to be done [L] 
quod vide /.kwod 'veeday/ sec this — used to draw a reader’s attention to 
a cross-refcrencc (Lj 

quoa deus vult perdere prius dementat /kwohs .dayns voolt .peadaray 
.prec ns day'mentat/ those whom a god wishes to dcsiioy he first dnves 
insane [L] 

quot homines, tot aententiaa /kwot .hominayz tot sen'tenti ic/ there 
arc as many opinions as there are men [L, Tcrcncc, Phormio] 
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T 


niton d*4tat /.rczonh day'tah {Fr rcz6 deta)/ for the good of the country 
as a whole fF, lit . reason of state] 

r4pondoi rll vout plait /ray.ponday sil vooh play {Fr rep5de sil vu 
plr)/ please reply (FJ 

raquiatcat In pace /rekwi.eskat in 'pahkay/ (may hc/she) rest in 
peace — used on tombstones [Lj 

raapica flnam /re.spikay feenem/' consider the outcome [L, lit , look to 
the end] 

returgam /re'sooagam/ 1 shall rise again [L] 

ravanont i not moutont /ravo.nonh ah noh mooh'tonh {Fr ravn5 a no 
mut5)/ let’s get back to the subject [F. lit , let us return to our sheep] 
rut In urba /.rwis in ooobay/ the country in the city [L. Martial, 
Epigrammata] 

S 

tal Atticum /.sal 'atikam/ Attic salt; wit [L] 

talut popull tuprama lax atto / sabs 'popooli soo.prayma teks .estoh/ 
let the welfare of the people be the supreme law [L, ('iccro, De 
Lfgibus] 

tana gAna /sonh zhen {Fr sd 3 en)/ without embarrassment or constraint 

[F] 

tana paur at tant raprocha / sonh puhr ay .sonh ra'prosh {Fr sd poeir e 
sd rapnj)/ without fear and without reproach [FJ 
tant touci / sonh sooh'see {Fr sd susi)/ carefree [F, lit , without worry] 
tauva qui paut /.sohv kee puh {Fr sov ki pa)/ every man for himself [F. 
lit . let whoever can save him-/herself] 
tcriptit /'skripsit/ he/she wrote this [L] 
tculptit /‘skoolpsit/ he/she carved this |L] 
ta dafandando /.say dayfen'dendoh/ in self-defence [L.] 
tampar aadam /,sempca(r) ay'ahdem/ always the same (fem) — motto 
of Queen Elizabeth I [L] 

tampar fldalit /.sernpea h'daylis/ always faithful [L] 
tampar Idam /,sempea(r) idem/ alwa^ the same (masc) [L] 
tampar paratut /.sempea pa’rahtas/ always prepared [1.] 
ta habit atpaAol /sc ,abla cspa'nyol/ Spanish spoken [Sp] 

Sanatut Populutqua Romanut /se.nahtas popoo.looskway 
roh'mahnas/ the senate and people of Rome [L] 
ta non A ^aro A ban trovato /say .non ay veroh ay ben tro'vahtoh/ even 
if It IS not true, it is well conceived [It] 

tic trantit gloria mundi /sik .transit .glawn a moondi/ thus earthly 
glory passes away [L, Thomas h Kempis, Tht Imttaiton of Chrtst] 
ti jaunatta tavaK, ti vialllatta pouvaltl /sec /huh.nes savay see 
vyay.es 'poohvay {Fr $i 30nES savE si vjejES puvt )/ if youth only knew, if 
old age only could' [F] 

t'il vout plaK /, sil vooh 'play {Fr sil vu pb)/ please {F] 
ti monumantum raquirit, circumtpica /see monoo.mentom re'kwiaris 
.kiakam'spikay/ if you seek his monument, look around you— epitaph 
of Sir Chnstupher Wren in St Paul's Cathedral, of which he was 
architect [L] 

ti parla Itallano /see .pahlah ita'Iyahnoh/ Italian spoken [It] 
titta viator /.sistay vi'ahtaw/ stop, traveller — used on Roman roadside 
tombs [L] 

tl via pacam, para ballum /see vis .pahkem para bebm/ if you want 
peace, prepare for war [Lj 

itatut in quo /,sta(h)t3s in Kwoh/ the existing state of affairs ]L, lit , the 
state in which] 

tub varbo/tub voca /soob veaboh, 'vokay/-used to introduce a cross- 
reference in a dictionary or index [L, lit , under the word] 
tuo Jura /.sooh oh yooaray/ in his/her own right [L] 
tuo loco /.sooh oh lokoh/ in its proper place [L] 
tuum culqua /.sooh am kooh-ikway/ to each his/her own [L] 


tant mlauxi /.torn myuh {Fr td mja)/ so much the better' [F] 
tant pit! / tom pec {Fr td pi)/ too bad! [F, lit., so much the worse] 
tampora mutantur not at mutamur In illit /.tempawra mooh'tantooa 
.nohs ct mooh'tahmooa in ilees/ the times are changing, and we are 
changing with them [L] 

tamput adax rarum /.tempos .edaks reorom/ time, that devours all 
things [L, Ovid, Metamorphoses] 
tamput fugit /.tempos 'foo(h)git/ time flies (L) 
timao Danaot, at dona farantaa /.timayoh .danah ohs et .dona 
fe'rcntayz/ I fear the Greeks, even when they bring gifts [L, Vergil, 
Aeneid] 

tout A faK /.tooht ah fay {Fr tut a fr)/ altogether, absolutely [F] 
tout comprandra c’att tout pardonnar /.tooh kom'prondro say .tooh 
pahdo'nay {Fr tu k5prddr se tu pardone)/ to understand all is to forgive 
all [F] 

tout court /.tooh kooo {Fr tu kur)/ simply [F] 
tout da mAma /.tooh do mem {Fr tu do mrm)/ all the same, 
nevertheless [FJ 

tout da tuba /, tooht sweet {Fr tu do sqit)/ at once, immediately |F] 
tout antambia /.tooht on'sombi {Fr tut dsdbl)/ all together (F) 
tout ast pardu fort I'honnaur /.tooht ay peo.dooh faw lo'nuh {Fr tut c 
perdy for bn(r:r)/ all is lost save honour |F, attributed to Francois I 
after the battle of Pavia] 

tout la morula /, toohl mond {Fr tu lo mod)/ everybody [F, lit , all the 
world] 

trahlaon das dares /.trah ee.zonh day klco {Fr traiz.S dc klr ;r)/ betrayal 
of standards by the intellectuals |F] 

trancha da via /.tronhsh do vee {Fr tra:J do vi)/ a slice of life [FJ 
tria juncta in uno /.tree o .yoongkto in oohnoh/ three joined in one — 
motto of the Order of the Bath [L] 


U 

Ubarmansch /'oohbomcnsh (O’er yibormenj)/ superman |G] 

und so waltar /.oont zoh vieto {Ger unt zo: vaitor)/ and so on, ct cetera 

|tl| 

uno animo /.oohnoh ammoh/ unanimously |L, lit , with one mind] 
urbi at orbi /.ooobi et awbi/ to the city (Rome) and to the world [L] 
ut infra /oot infr^/ as below [Lj 
ut supra /oot 'soohpra/ as above [L] 


vada ratro ma, Satana /.vahday rctroh may sa'iahna/ get thee behind 
me, Satan [L, Vulgate, Mt /ft 23, Mk 8 33. Luke 4 5] 
varlo lactio /.vahn o Icktioh/ a variant reading [L] 
vadi Napoli a poi mori /vaydi napoli ay .poy mori/ see Naples and die 

lit) 

vani, vidL vici /.vayni ,vidi vccki/ 1 came, I saw. I conquered [L., 
attributed to Julius Caesar after his victory over Pharnaces] 
vabatim ac Httaratim /vca.bahtim ak litc'rahtim/ word for word and 
letter for letter IL] 

varbum sapianti sat ast /.veabam sapi.cnti sat est/ a word to the wise is 
enough [L] 

viva la roil /.veev la rwah {Fr viv la rwa)/ long live the king' [FJ 
vogua la galAra /.vohg lah ga lea {Fr vag la gaU:r)/ keep going, 
whatever happens [F, lit , let the galley keep rowing] 
voilA tout /.vwahlah 'tixih {Fr vwala tu)/ that’s all [F] 
vox popull, vox Dai /voks . popooh voks dayee/ the voice of the people 
IS the voice of God [L, Alcuin, Epistles] 
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A 

a I cicct'lerdlion 2 acic .1 answer 4 are — a 
mclrie unit ol area 5 area 6 atto- 
A 1 ampere 2 Associate 
AA I Akoholics Anonymous 2 anliairciafr 
3 Automobile Association 
AAA 1 Amateui Athletic Association 
2 American Automobile Association 
AAM air-to-air missile 

A and M ancient and modern —used of hymns 
AB I able seaman, able-bodied seaman 2 NAm 
bachelor of art v{N‘l hatxalanreui\ • 
ABA Amateur Boxing Association 
ABC I American Broadcasting C'ompany 

2 Australian Broadcasting C ommission 
abl ablative 

ABM antiballistic missile 
Abp archbishop i 

abr abridged, abridgment 
ABRO Animal Breeding Research 
Organization 
abs absolute 

ABS Association ot Broadcasting Staff 
ABTA ''abta. ,d\ bee te( ay/ Association ol 
British 1 r.ivcl Agents 
AC 1 altcinaling current 2 appellution 
controlec 3 athletic cluh 
a/c account 

ACA Associate ol the Institute ot Chartered 
Accountants 
acad academic academy 
ACAS /'aykas, .ay see ay es/ Advisory 
('onciliation and Arbitration Service 
acc 1 according to 2 account 3 accusative 
ACCA Association of Certified and Corporate 
Accountants 
acet account, accountant 
ACCT Association of Cinemutugraph and 
Television Technicians 
accua accusative 

ACGB Arts Council of Great Britain 
ACIS Associate of the Chartered Institute of 
Secrctancs 

ack acknowledge, acknowledgment 
AGP African, Canbbean, and Pacific 
aept acceptance 
act active 

ACT Australian Capital Territory 
actg acting 

ACTU Australian Council of Trade Unions 
ACV air-cushion vehicle 
ACW aircraftwoman 
AD annodomini 

ADAS /'aydas/ Agncultural Development and 
Advisory Service 

ADC 1 aidc-dc-camp 2 amateur drumauc club 
addn addition 
ADH antidiurctic hormone 
ad inf ad infinitum 

adj 1 adjective 2 adjustment-used in banking 

3 adjutant 
Adm admiral 

adv 1 adverb; adverbial 2 against |L adversus\ 


ad val ad valorem 
advt advertisement 
AEA Atomic Tncrgy Authority 
AEB Associated Examining Board 
AEG Atomic Energy T ommission — a US 
organization 

AEI Associated Llccincal Industries 
AERE Atomic Energy Research Establishment 
aaC aetat of the sjvccificd age, aged [Laera/u] 
AEU Amalgamated Engincenng Union — now 
Al l w 

AEW airborne early warning 
AF 1 Anglo-French 2 audio frequency 
AFA Amateur Football Association 
AFAM Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
AFC I Air Force Cross 2 Association FiHiiball 
Club 3 automatic frequency control 
AFL-CIO American Federation of Labor and 
C ongress of Industrial Oraganizations 
AFM Air Force M»'dal 
Afr Africa, African 
AFV aimoured hghting vehicle 
AG 1 adjutant general 2 attorney general 
3 joint-siock company (G Akuengvsellschaft] 
AGC automatic gain control 
agey agency 

AGM chtt’fly Rr annual general meeting 
AGR advanced gas-ciniled reactor 
agric agricultui tl agnculture 
agt agent 
AH anno hcgirae 
AHA Area Health Authority 
Al artificial insemination 
AIA Associate of the Institute of Acluancs 
AIB Associate of the Institute of Bankers 
AID 1 Agency for International 
Dcvciopmcnl -a US agency 2 artificial 
insemination by dc>nor 
AIH artificial insemination by husband 
AJG Australian Jockey ('lub 
AK Alaska 
AKA also known as 
Ala Alabama 

ALA Associate ot the I ibniry A- sociaiion 

aid alderman 

algalgcbia 

ALS autograph Vticr signed 
alt 1 alternate 2 itudc 3 alto 
Alta Alberta 
am ante mcndicm 

Am 1 America, Amencan 2 Amos — used for 
the book of the Bible 

AM 1 Alben Medal 2 amplitude modulation 
3 associate member 4 NAm master of arts 
|NL artium magtster] 

AMA 1 Amencan Medical Assoaation 
2 Australian Medical Association 
AMDEA Association of Manufacturers of 
Domestic Electneal Appliances 
AMDG to the greater glory of God (L ad 
majorem Dei gloriam] 
amdt amendment 
Amar Amencan, Amencan 
amt amount 


AMU atomic mass unit 

an in the year [\,anno\ 

anal 1 analogous, analogy 2 analysis, analytic 

anat anatomical, anatomy 

Angl Anglican 

ann 1 annals 2 annual 3 annuity 
anon anonymous 
ant antonym 
Ant Antrim 

anthrop anthropological, anthropology 
A/0 account of 
aob any other business 
AOG Air Officer Commanding 
AP Associated Press 
APBihtefty NAm all points bulletin 
APEX /'aypeks, ay pec cc cks/ Association of 
Professional, Executive, Clerical, and 
Computer Staff 
APO army post office 

Apoc I Apocalypse 2 Apwrypha, apocryphal 
Apocr Apocrypha 

app 1 apparent, apparently 2 appendix 
3 appointed 
•ppl applied 
appro /'aproh/ approval 
approx /3 proks/ approximate, approximately 
Apr April 
apt apartment 

APT Advanced Passenger Train 
ar 1 arrival, arrive 2 in ihc year of the reign [L 
anno regni] 

AR 1 annual return 2 Arkansas 3 autonomous 
republic 

ARA Associate ol the Royal Academy 
ARAM Associate of the Royal Academy of Music 
ARG Agncultural Research Council 
ARGA Associate of the Royal College of Art 
arch 1 archaic 2 architect, architectural, 
architecture 
Arch archbishop 

archaool archaeological, archaeology 
ARGM Associate of the Royal College of 
Music 

ARGS Associate of the Royal College of 
Science 

ARIBA Associate of the Royal Institute of 
Bntish Architects 
arith anthmetic, anthmetical 
Arix Arizona 
Ark Arkansas 
Arm Armagh 
ARP air raid precautions 
arr 1 arranged by — used in music 2 arrival, 
arnves 

art 1 article 2 artificial 3 artillery 
arty artillery 

AS 1 airspeed 2 Anglo-Saxon 3 aniisubmannc 
ASA 1 AdvcrtLsing Standards Authonly 
2 American Standards Association 3 /^ateur 
Swimming Association 
•Mp as soon as possible 
ASE Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
ASEAN/ asian/ Association of South-East 
Asian Nations 
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ASH /ash/ Action on Smoking and Health 
ASLEF /'azlcf/ Associated Society of 
Locomotive Engineers and Firemen 
ASSET /'aset/ Assoaation of Supervisory 
Staffs. Executives and Technicians 
•Moc association 

ASSR Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic 
asst assistant 
asstd assorted 

ASTMS/' aztemz, ,ay es ,tee em es/ 
Association of Scientific. Technical, and 
Managerial Staffs 
aitr astronomer; astronomy 
••trol astrologer, astrology 
Mtron astronomer, astronomy 
at atomic 

ATCl air traffic control 2 Air Training Corps 
atm atmosphere, atmospheric 
at no atomic number 
att attorney 

attn for the attention of 

attrib /a'tnb/ attnbutive, attnbutively 

atty attorney 

ATV Assoaated Television 
at wt atomic weight 
AU 1 angstrom umt 2 astronomical unit 
AUEW Amalgamated Union of Engineenng 
Workers 

aug augmentative — used in grammar 
Aug August 

AUT Association of University Teachers 
auth authonzed 
auto /'awtoh/ automatic 
aux auxiliary 

av 1 average 2 avoirdupois 
Av avenue 

AV 1 ad valorem 2 audiovisual 3 Authorized 
Version (of the Bible) 
avdp avoirdupois 
Ava avenue 

AVM Air ' 'ice Marshal 
avn aviation 
ax azimuth 


B 

b 1 born 2 bowled by — used in cnckct 

3 breadth 4 bye — used in cncket 

B 1 bachelor 2 bel 3 bishop — used in chess 

4 black — used esp on lead pencils 5 British 
BA I Bachelor of Arts 2 Bntish Academy 

3 British Airways 4 British Association 
BAA Bntish Airports Authority 
BAG / bee ay see; also bak/ 1 British 
Agncultural Council 2 Bntish Aircraft 
Ct^oration 

BAFtA /'bafu/ British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts 

bal balance — used in book keeping 
BALPA /'balpa/ British Airline Pilots’ 
Association 

b and b« often cap BAB,Br bed and 
breakfast 

b and w black and white 
BAOR Bntish Army of the Rhine 
Bap Baptist 
bap baptize; baptized 
BAPS /,bee ay pee ‘es, baps/ Bntish 
Assoaation of Plastic Surgeons 
Bapt Baptist 

bar barometer; barometnc 
Bar 1 barrister 2 Baruch — used for the book of 
the Apocrypha 

BArch Bachelor of Architecture 
Bart baronet 

BB 1 Boys’ Dngade 2 double black — used on 
lead pencils 

BBBC Bntish Boxing Board of Control 
BBC /bee bee 'see: humor beeb/ Bntish 
Broadcasting Corporation 
BBFC Bntish Board of Film Censors 
BC 1 before Chnst 2 British Columbia 3 British 
Counal 

BCD binary-coded deamal 


BCh Bachelor of Surgery [ML baccalaureus 
chirurgtae] 

BCom Bachelor of Commerce 
BCS British Computer Society 
bd 1 bond 2 hound 

BD 1 Bachelor of Divinity 2 bank draft 
3 barrels per day 4 brought down 
BDA Bntish Dental Association 
bde bottom dead centre 
BD8 Bachelor of Dental Surgery 
BE bill of exchange 

BEA Bntish European Airways — now ra 
BEd Bachelor of Education 
B«dt Bedfordshire 
BEF British Expieditionary Force 
BEM Bntish Empire Medal 
BEng Bachelor of Engineering 
Berks /bahks, buhks/ Berkshire 
bst between 

BsV billion electron volts 

bf bloody tcwil 

b/f brought forward 

BFPO Bntish Forces Post Office 

BG brigadier general 

BQC British Gas Council 

BH Bnnell hardness 

B'hem /often brum/ Birmingham 

bhp brake horsepower 

BHS British Home Stores 

Bib Bible, biblical 

bibliog bibliographical: bibliography 

BIM Bntish Institute of Management 

blog biographical, biography 

biol biological; biology 

BIR Board of Inland Revenue 

BIS Bank for International Settlements 

bkbook 

bkg banking 

BL 1 Bachelor of Law 2 bill of lading 3 Bntish 
Legion 4 British l^yland 5 British Library 
bldg building 

BLItt Bachelor of Letters (ML baccalaureus 
litterarum] 
blvd boulevard 

BM 1 Bachelor of Medicine 2 bench mark 
3 Bntish Medal 4 Bntish Museum 
BMA Bntish Medical Association 
BMC Bntish Medical Council 
BMJ British Medical Journal 
BMR basal metabolic rate 
BMTA Bntish Motor I’radc Association 
BMut Bachelor of Music 
bn billion 

BNOC British National Oil Corporation 
BO body odour — euph 
BOAC Bntish Overseas Airways 
Corporation — now ba 
BOG British Oxygen Company 
BOD biochemical oxygen demand, biological 
oxygen demand 
bor borough 

BOSS /bos/ Bureau of .State Security — a SAfr 
organization 

bot 1 botanical, botany, botanist 2 bottle 
BOT Board of Trade 
BOTB Bntish Overseas Trade Board 
Bp bishop '« 

BP 1 boiling point 2 British Petroleum 3 Bntish 
Pharmacopoeia 
B/P bill payable 

BPAS Bntish Pregnancy Advisory Service 
BPG British Pharmaceutical Codex 
BPD barrels per day 
BPharm Bachelor of Pharmacy 
BPhll / bee ‘fil/ Bachelor of Philosophy 
bpl bits per inch; bytes per inch 
Bq becquerel 
br branch 

Br I British 2 brother 

BR British Rail 

B/R bill receivable 

BRG8 Bntish Red Cross Society 

Brig brigade, bngadicr 

Brig-Q«n bngadicr-gcncral 

Brit /bnt/ Britain; Bntish 


bro /broh/ brother 
brot, Bros brothers 
BRS British Road Services 
BS 1 Bachelor of Surgery 2 balance sheet 3 bill 
of sale 4 British Standard S NAm Bachelor of 
Science 

BSA Building Societies Association 
BSc /.bee es see/ Bachelor of Science 
BSG 1 Bntish Steel Corporation 2 Bntish 
Sugar Corporation 

BSI 1 British Standards Institution 2 Building 
.Societies Institute 

BSJA British Show jumping Association 
BSoeSe, BSSc Bachelor of Soaal Science 
BST British Standard Time, Bntish Summer 
lime 

Bt Baronet 

BTA British I'ourist Authonty 
BTh Bachelor of Theology 
Btu Bntish thermal unit 
Bucks /buks/ Buckinghamshire 
bull bulletin 

BUPA/'byoohpa. boohpa/ Bntish United 
Provident Association 
bus bu.siness 
BV Blessed Virgin 
BVM Blessed Virgin Maiy 
BVMS, BVM & S Bachelor of Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery 
bvt brevet 

BW bactenological warfare, biological warfare 
BYOB bring your own booze . bring your own 

bottle 

« 

C 

c 1 canine — used in dentistry 2 carat 3 caught 
by ' - used in cricket 4 ccnli- 5 century 
4 chapter 7 circa 8 cloudy 9 cold 10 college 
11 colt 1 2 copyright 13 cubic 
G 1 caloric 2 castle— used in chess 3 Catholic 

4 Celsius 5 centigrade 6 Br C'onservative 
7 corps 8 coulomb 

ea circa 

GA 1 California 2 chartered accountant 3 chief 
accountant 4 Consumers’ Association 

5 current account 

CAA Civil Aviation Authority 

GAB Citizens' Advice Bureau 

cal 1 calibre 2 (small ) caloric 

Gal 1 California 2 (large) caloric 

Calif California 

Cambs Cambndgcshire 

CAMRA /'kamra/ Campaign for Real Ale 

can canto 

Can Canada, Canadian 

c and b caught and bowled by — used in cricket 
C and G City and Guilds 
C and W country and western 
Cant Canticles— used for the book of the 
Bible 

Cantab /'kantab/ of Cambndge — used with 
academic awards <MA — > 

[L Cantabrigiensis] 

Cantuar of Canterbury->used chiefly in the 
signature of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
[L CantuariensLs] 

cap 1 capital 2 capitalize; capitalized 
CAP Common Agncultural Policy 
caps /( I ) sometimes kapt/ 1 capital letters 
2 capsule 
Capt captain 
Car Carlow 
Card cardinal 

CARD /kahd. ,sce ay ah 'dee/ Campaign 
Against Racial Discrimination 
CAT 1 College of Advanced Technology 
2 computerized axial tomography 
cath 1 cathedral 2 catholic 
cav cavalry 

CB 1 Citizens’ Rand 2 Companion of the 
(Order of the) Bath 

CBC Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
CBD Cash before delivery 
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CBE Commander of the (Order of ihe) British 
Empire 

CBI Confederation of Bntish Industry 
CBS Columbia Broadcasting System 
CC 1 carbon copy 2 chapters 3 cubic cenlimetrc 
CC 1 Chamber of C ommerce 2 County Council 
3 Cricket Club 
CCF Combined Cadet Force 
cd candela 
c/d carried down 

CD 1 civil defence 2 diplomatic corps |F corp\ 
diplomatique\ 

Cdr C'ommander 
Cdro Commodore 

CE 1 ('hurch of England 2 civil engineer 
3 Council of Europe 

CEQB Central Electricity Generating Board 
cemy cemetery 
CEng Chartered Engineer 
CENTO / sentoh/ Central Treaty Organization 
CERN /siihn/ European Organization for 
Nuclear Research [F Comril Europeen pour 
la Recherche Nucl^aire] 
cert ccrtihcaic, certified, certify 
GET Central European Time 
d compare (L conjfer imper of conferee to 
compare- -more at conh r] 

CF Chaplain to the Forces 
c/f earned forward 
CFE College of Further Education 
efi cost, freight, and insurance 
CGI centre of gravity 2 toast guard 3 consul 
general 

CGM C onspicuous Cjatlantrv Medal 
cgs ccntimelre-gram-sccond (system) 

CGS t 'hicf of Cjcneral Staff 
CGT General Confederation of Labour (F 
Confederation iienerale du rravail\ 
ch I chain — a unit of length 2 central heating 
3 chapter 4 check- used in chess 5 child, 
children 6 thurth 

CH 1 clubhouse 2 Companion of Honour 
chap 1 chaplain 2 chapter 
ChB Bachelor of Surgery [ML Baccalaureus 
Chirurmae] 

CHE Campaign for Homosexual Equalitv 
chem chemical, chemist, chemistry 
ChM C heshire 
chk check — used in chess 
chm 1 chairman 2 checkmate — used in chess 
ChM Master of Surgery [ML Chirurf^iae 
MagLster] 

chron, chronol chronological, chronology 
Chron Chronicles — used for the btioks of the 
Bible 
Ci cunc 

Cl Channel Islands 

CIA C entral Intelligence Agency 

cia company [Sp compahla] 

CIDCnminal Investigation Department 
cie company [F compaffnie] 

CIE 1 Companion of the (Order of the) Indian 
Empire 2 Transport Organization of Ireland 
(IrGael Coras lompair Eireann] 
cif cost, insurance, and freight 
CIGS Chief of the Impenal General Staff 
CH Chartered Insurance Institute 
C in C Commander in Chief 
circ 1 circa 2 often cap circus 
CIS Chartered Institute of Secretaries 
cit citation, cited 
dv civil; civilian 
CJ chief justice 
d 1 centilitre 2 clerk 
din clinical 

CLIt Companion of Literature 

Cllr Br councillor 

Clo close — used in street names 

cm centimetre 

cmd command 

emdg commanding 

Cmdr Commander 

Cmdrc Commodore 

CMQ Companion of (the Order of) St Michael 
and St George 


cml commercial 

CMS Church Missionary Society 
CNAA Council for National Academic Awards 
CND Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
CNS central nervous system 
CO /( 1 ) often pronounced koh in the phrase shy 
and CO eg Jones and Co/ 1 company 2 county 
CO 1 commanding officer 2 Commonwealth 
Office 3 conscientious objector 
c/o 1 care of 2 carried over 
COD 1 cash on delivery 2 Concise Oxford 
Dictionary 

C of C Chamber of Commerce 
C of E 1 Church of England 2 ('ouncil of 
Europe 

C of S Church of Scotland 
cog cognate 

COHSE /'kohzi/ Confederation of Health 
Service Employees 
COI C'cniral Office of Information 
col 1 colour, coloured 2 column 
Col 1 ('olonel 2 C olorado 3 Colossians — used 
for the book of the Bible 
coll 1 college 2 colloquial 
colloq colloquial, colloquially 
Colo Colorado 

com. comm I commerce, commercial 

2 commission 3 committee 

Com. Comm 1 Commander 2 Commodore 

3 C'ommonwcalth 4 Communist 

comb combination, combined combining 
comdg commanding 
Comdr Commander 
Comdt C'ommandani 
comp 1 comparative, compare 2 compilctl. 
compiler 3 composition 4 comprehensive 
compar comparative, comparison 
con 1 consolidated 2 consul 
Con, (’ons Ctmscrv alive 
cone concentrate, concentrated, 
concentration 
conf conference 

conj 1 coniugation 2 conjunction, coniunctive 
Conn ( onnecticul 

cons I consecrated 2 consigned, consignment 
3 consolidated 4 consonant 5 consulting 
const constant 
constr construction 

cont 1 containing 2 contents 3 conti»"‘Mi 
continental 4 coniituicd 
contd continued 
contr contralto 

contrib contribution, contnbutor 
Copt Coptic 

Cor 1 Corinthians — used for the books of the 
Bible 2 roi oner 

CORE /kaw/ Congress of Racial Equality -a 
US organization 
Corp 1 Corporal 2 corporation 
COS fkozJ cosine 
COS chief of staff 
cosec cosecant 
cosoch hyperbolic eosccaiil 
cosh hyperbolic cosine 
cot cotangent 
coth hyperbolic cotangent 
Coun councillor 

coy company — .d esp for a military 
company 

cp 1 candlepower 2 compare 
CP 1 Communist Party 2 Country Parly— an 
Australian political party 
CPAG Child Poverty Action Group 
cpd compound 
CpI Corporal 

CPO 1 Chief Petty Officer 2 fir compulsory 
purchase order 

CPR Canadian Pacific Railway 
CPRE Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England 

cps 1 characters per second 2 cycles |;>cr seexmd 
CPSA Civil and Public Services Association 
CPSU Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
CPU central processing unit 
cr credit; creditor 


Cr councillor 

CR conditioned reflex, conditioned response 
CRAC Careers Research and Advisory Centre 
CRC Cancer Research Campaign 
crssc. cres 1 crescendo 2 often cap crescent — 
used esp in street names 
crK critical, criticism 

CRO 1 cathixlc ray oscilloscojic 2 Criminal 
Rccortls Office 
CRT cathode-ray tube 
Ct case , cases 

CS I chartered surveyor 2 Civil Service 

3 Court of Session — the supreme civil court 
of Scotland 

CSC I Civil Service Commission 
2 Conspicuous Sers'icc Crovs 
CSD Civil .Service Department 
CSE C'cTlificalc- of Secondary Education 
CSI Companion of the (Carder ol the) Star of 
India 

C^IRO Commonwealth Scieniific and 
Industrial Research C!)rganization — an 
Australian organization 
eSM C iimpany Sergeant Major 
CSO I C cnlral Statistical Office 2 Commumtv 
Service Order 
ct 1 carat 2 ifften tap court 
CT Connecticut 
CTC Cyclisis' 1 oiiring C lub 
ctr centre 
cu cubic 
Cumb C/umbria 
CV curriculum viiac 

eVO C ommandc ■ of the (Royal) Victorian 
Order 

CW chemical warfare 
Cwith Commonwealth 
CWS Cixi|)crdiivc Wholesale SiKiety 
cwt hundredweight 

D 

d 1 date 2 daughter 3 day 4 dcca 5 dcci- 
6 delete 7 penny, pence — used before 
introduction of decimal currency [1 denanus, 
denani\8 density 9 departs 10 diameter 
II died 12 dose 13 dnzzlc 
D 1 dimensional 2 Duke 
da dcca- 

DA 1 deposit account 2 \'Ani district attorney 
Dak Dahlia 

Dan Daniel — used for the bcKik of the Bible 
D & C dilatation and curettage 
dat dative 

dB ',dce bee/ decibel 

DBE Dame Commander of the (Order of the) 
Bniish Empire 
dbl double 

DC 1 from the beginning [It ^fa capo] 

2 Dclctlive Constable 3 direct current 

4 Disiriet of Columbia 5 Distnet 
Commissioner 

DCB Dame C ommander of the (Order of the) 
Bath 

DCh Doctor of Surgery [ML Chirurgiae 
Doi tor] 

DCL I Distillers Company Limited 2 Doctor of 
Civil Law 

DCM Distinguished C'onduct Medal 
DCMG Dame Commander ot (the Order of) St 
Michael and St George 
DCVO Dame Commander of the (Royal) 
Victorian Cirder 

DD 1 direct debit 2 Doctor of Divinity 
DDS Doctor of Denial Surgery 
DE 1 Delaware 2 Department of Employment 
deb debenture 

dec 1 deceased 2 declared — used esp in cricket 

3 declension 4 declination 5 decrease 
6 dccrcscendo 

Dec December 

del 1 defendant 2 defence 3 deferred — used 
esp for deferred shares 4 definite 5 definition 
deg degree 

del delegate, delegation 
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M Delaware 

Dam Democrat, Democratic 
DEng/, dee 'enj/ Doctor of Engineering 
dont dental; dentist, dentistry 
dep 1 departs; departure 2 deposed 3 deposit 
4 depot 5 deputy 
dept department 

der, dcriv denvation, derivative; denved 
DE8 Department of Education and Science 
dot detached: detachment 
Dot Detective 

Dout Deuteronomy — used for the book of the 
Bible 

DF Defender of the Faith [ML defensor fidei] 
DFC Distinguished Rying Cross 
DFM Distinguished Flying Medal 
DG 1 by the grace of God |LL Dei gratta] 

2 director general 

DH88 Department of Health and Social 
Secunty 

Dl Detective Inspector 
diog diagram 
diol dialect 
diom diameter 
diet 1 dictator 2 dictionary 
diff difference; different 
dim 1 dimension 2 diminuendo 3 diminutive 
DIN /dm/ German Industrial Standards [G 
Deutsche Industrie-Norm] 

Dip Diploma 

Dip AD Diploma in Art and Design 
Dip Ed /.dip 'ed/ Diploma in Educauon 
Dip HE Diploma in Higher Education 
dir director 
dit disused 

dlot 1 distance 2 distilled 3 distnct 
div I divergence 2 divide, divided 3 dividend 
4 division 5 divorced 
DIY do-it-yourself 
dkdark 
dl decilitr 

DLitt/.dee lit/ Doctor of Letters |L doctor 
litterarum\ 

DtT Development Land Tax 
dm deametre 
DM Doctor of Medicme 
DMut Doctor of Music 
do ditto 

DOA dead on arnval — used chiefly in hospitals 
dob date of birth 
doc document 

DOC Denominazidne d’Ongine Conirbllata 
DOD Department of Defense — a US 
government department 
IK>E Department of the Environment 
dom domestic 

DOM to God, the best and greatest [ML Deo 
opnmo maximo] 

Don Donegal 

DoT Department of Trade 

doi Isometimes duz/ dozen 

DP 1 data processing 2 displaced person 

dpc damp proof course 

OPH Diploma in Public Health 

DPhll /.dee Til/ Doctor of Philosophy 

DPM Diploma in Psychological Medicine 

DPP Director of Public Prosecutions 

dpt department 

dr 1 debtor 2 drachm 3 dram 4 drawer 
Dr 1 doctor 2 drive — used in street names 
Dri drive 

D8 1 from the sign [It dal segno] 2 Detective 
Sergeant 

DSc doctor of science 
DM Distinguished Service Cross 
D8M Distinguished Service Medal 
D80 Distinguished Service Order 
dtp 1 died without issue [L decessa sine prole] 
2 dessertspoon; dessertspoonful 
D8T dayli^t saving time 
Dl Deuteronomy 
DTh, OThcol doctor of theology 
diip duplicate 

DV God willing [L Deo volente] 

DVLC Driver and Vehicle Licensing Centre 
dl dozen 


E 

E 1 Earl 2 earth — used esp on electrical plugs 
3 East; Easterly, Eastern 4 energy 5 English 
6exa- 
•aeach 

EandOE errors and omissions excepted 
EAW Electncal Association for Women 
EBU European Broadcasting Union 
EC East Central — a London postal district 
tcci ecclesiastic, ecclesiastical 
Eccitt, Ec Ecclesiastes — used for the book of 
the Bible 

Ecdua Ecclcsiasticus — used for the book of 
the Apocrypha 

ECO electrocardiogram, electrocardiograph 

•col ecological, ecology 

•con economics, economist, economy 

ECS European Communications Satellite 

ECSC European Coal and Steel Community 

ECT electroconvulsive therapy 

ECU European Currency Unit 

•d, edit edited, edition, editor 

Ed 1 editor 2 education 

EDP electronic data processing 

•due education , educational 

EE Early English 

EEC European Economic Community 
EEG electroencephalogram, 
electroencephalograph 

EFTA /'efta/ European Free Trade Association 
EFL English as a foreign language 
•g for example [L exempli gratia] 

EHF extremely high frequency 

EHT extremely high tension 

•!•€, elect clectnc, electrical, electricity 

ELF extremely low frequency 

Eliz Elizabethan 

ELT English language teaching 

•m electromagnetic 

EMA European Monetary Agreement 

•mbryol embryology 

•m^r ementus 

•mf electromotive force 

EMI Electncal and Musical Industnes 

Emp Emperor, Empress 

•mu electromagnetic uni^ 

•IV, end enclosed; enclosure 
•ney, encyc, cncycl encyclopedia 
ENE east-northeast 

ENEA European Nuclear Energy Agency 
•ng 1 engine; engineer, engineenng 
2 engraved, engraver, engraving 
Eng England, English 
ENO English National Opera 
ENON English National Opera North 
Ens tensign 

EN8A /'ensa/ Entertainments National Service 
Association 

ENT ear, nose, and throat 

•Atom entomological, entomology 

•nv envelope 

EO Executive Officer 

EOC Equal Opportunies Commission 

•p en passant 

Ep epistle 

EP electroplate ^ 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
Eph, Ephes Ephesians — used for the book of 
the Bible 

Epitc Episcopal; Episcopalian 
EPN8 electroplated nickel silver 
•q equal 
•quiv equivalent 

ER 1 Eastern Region 2 King Edward [NL 
Edwardus Rex] 3 Queen Elizabeth [NL 
Elizabetha Regina] 

E8A European Space Agency 
Etd Esdras — used for the books of the 
Apocrypha 
E8E east-southeast 
E8L English as a second language 
E8N educationally subnormal 
••p /esp/ especially 
Etq abo Eaqr esquire 


••t 1 established 2 estate 3 estimate; estimated 
E8T 1 Eastern Standard Time 2 electro-shock 
treatment 

Etth Esther — used for the book of the Bible 

•tu electrostatic unit 

ETA estimated time of arrival 

ETD estimated time of departure 

•thnol ethnologist, ethnology 

•t taq 1 and the following one [L et sequens] 

2 and the following ones [L etsequentes (masc 
& fern pi), or efsequentia (neut pl)J 
ETU Electncal Trades Union 
•ty. etym, etymol etymological, etymologist, 
etymology 

EUA European Unit of Account 
•uph euphemistic 
•V electron volt 
EVA extravehicular activity 
•vap evaporate, evaporated 
•X 1 examined 2 example 3 except 4 exchange 
Ex, Exod Exodus — used for the book of the 
Bible 

•xc except 
Exc excellency 
•X dfv without dividend 
•xoc executive 

•X lib from the books (o0~ -used on 
bookplates [L ex lihris] 

•xor executor 

•xp 1 expenmental, experimental 2 export, 
exported 3 exponential 4 express 
•xpt expenment 
•xptt experimental 
•'xrx executrix 

•xt 1 extension 2 exterior 3 external, 
externally 4 extinct 

Ez, Ezr Ezra — used for the book of the Bible 
Ezak Ezekiel — used for the book ot the Bible 

F 

f 1 fathom 2 female 3 fern to- 4 force 5 forte 

6 frequency 7 focal length 8 folio 9 following 
(eg page) 10 toot 

F 1 Fahrenheit 2 false 3 farad 4 Fellow 5 filial 
generation 6 fine — used esp on lead pencils 

7 forward 8 French 

FA Football Association 
FAA 1 Fleet Air Arm 2 Federal Aviation 
Agency — a US government agency 
fac facsimile 
Fahr Fahrenheit 

FAI International Aeronautical Federation [F 
Ff deration afronautique Internationale] 

F and F fixtures and fittings 
FANY /'fani, ,cf ay cn wie/ First Aid Nursing 
Yeomanry 

FAO Food and Agnculture Organization (of 
the United Nations) 
fat free alongside ship 
fath fathom 

FBA Fellow of the Bntish Academy 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FBR fast breeder reactor 
FC 1 Football Club 2 Forestry Commission 
FCA Fellow of the (Institute oQ Chartered 
Accountants 

FCC Federal Communications Commission — a 
US government organization 
FCII Fellow of the Chartered Insurance 
Institute 

FCI8 Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Secretaries 

FCO Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
fcp foolscap 

FC8 Fellow of the Chemical Society 
FD Defender of the Faith [L Fidei Defensor] 
FDA F(M>d and Drug Administration — a US 
government organization 
F^b February 
fpc he/she made it [L fecit] 
fpd federal; federation 
fpm 1 female 2 feminine — used in grammar 
Fgrm Fermanagh 
FET field-effect transistor 
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If 1 folios 2 following (eg pages) 3 fortissimo 
FH fire hydrant 

FIDE World Chess Federation (F F^d^ratum 
Internatwnale des Echca] 

RFA/'feefo/ International Football Federation 
(F F^d^ratwn Internationale de Football 
Association] 

fl 9 1 figurative, figuratively 2 hgure 
fin 1 hnance. financial 2 finish 
fi 1 floor 2 flounshed — used to indicate a 
penod of renown of sby whose .dates of birth 
and death arc unknown | L floruit] 3 fluid 
FL 1 Flonda 2 focal length 
Fla Florida 
fl oz fluid ounce 
Fit Lt Flight Lieutenant 
Fh Off Right Officer 
Fit Sgt Right Sergeant 
fm fathom 
FM Field Marshal 
fml formal 
fo, ful folio 

FO 1 Field Officer 2 Rying Officer 3 Foreign 
Office 

fob free on board 
foe free of charge 

FOC Father of the Chapel (in a Trade Union) 
FOE Friends of the Earth 
for 1 free on rail 2 foreign 3 forest, forestry 
fp I forte -piano 2 freezing point 
FPA I Family Planning Association 2 Foreign 
Press Association 
fpm feet per minute 

fpsi feet per second 2 Icot pound-second 
fr from 

Fr 1 Father 2 French 3 Fnar 
FROM Fellow of the Royal College of Music 
FRCOG Fellow of the Royal C'ollegc of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
FRCP Fellow of the Royal College of 
PhysKians 

FRCS Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons 
FRCVS Fellow of the Royal College of 
Vcterinaiy Surgeons 
freq frequency, frequent, frequentative, 
frequently 
Fri Friday 

FRIBA Fellow of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects 

FRIC Fellow of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry 

FRIGS Fellow of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors 
front frontispiece 

FRPS Fellow of the Royal Photographic 
Society 

FRS Fellow of the Royal Stxricty 
frt freight 

FSA Fellow of the Society of Actuanes 

FSH folliclc-stimulating hormone 

ft 1 feet, foot 2 fort 

FT Financial I'lmes 

ftd fitted 

fth, fthm fathom 

ft lb foot-pound 

fur furlong 

fwd I foreword 2 forward, forwards 
FWD 1 four-wheel drive 2 front-wheel drive 

G 


GB Great Britain 

GBE Knight/Oame Grand Cross of the (Order 
of the) British Empire 
GBH Hr grievous bodily harm 
GC George Cioss 

GCB Knight/Damc Grand Cross of the (Order 
of the) Bath 

GCE General Certiflcatc of Education 
GCHQ Government C ommunications 
Headquarters 

GCMG Knight/Dame Grand Cross of (the 
Order of) St Michael and St George 
GCVO Knight/Damc Grand Cross of the 
(Royal) Victorian Order 
gd good 

Gdns Gardens — used esp in street names 
GOP gross domestic product 
GDR German Democratic Republic 
GEC Gc ncral Electric Company 
gen 1 genitive 2 genus 

Gen Genesis — used for the book of the Bible 
goog geographic, geographical, geography 
geol geologic, geological, geology 
gaom geometric, geometrical, geometry 
gor gerund 

GHQ general headquarters 
gi gill 

Gl gastrointestinal 
Gib Gibraltar 
Gk Greek 
Glam Glamorgan 

GLCl (ircatcr London ( 'ouncil 2 gas-liquul 
chromatography 
Glot Gloucestershire 
GLS General Lighting Service 
gm gram 

GM 1 general manager 2 George Medal 
3 guided missile 

GMC 1 General Medical Council 2 general 
management committee 
GMT (rreenwich Mean Time 
GMWU (ieneral and Municipal Workers 
llnion 

GNB (3vK)d News Bible 
GNP gross national prixiuct 
GOC General Officer Commanding 
gov I goveinrnent 2 governor 
govt government 

GP 1 general practitioner 2 Grand pnv 
Gp Capt Group Captain 
GPDST Girls' Public Day School Trus 
GPI general paralysis of the insane 
GPO geneial post office 
GQ general quarters 

gr 1 grade 2 gram 3 gram 4 gravity 5 gross 
Gr Greek 

GR King George (1. Georfiius Rex] 
grad graduate, graduated 
gram grammar, grammatical 
gro gross 

Gro (jrove — used in street names 

gr wt gross weight 

Gt gauss 

GS General Staff 

GSO general staff officer 

gt great 

GT grand tourer 
gtd guaranteed 
GTT glucose tolciancc test 
gyn, gymecol gynaecology 


g 1 gauge 2 giga 3 good 4 gram 
G 1 gauss 2 German 3 giga-gauss 4 acceleration 
' due to gravity 5 gulf 
Qa 1 gate 2 Georgia (USA) 

QA 1 General Assembly 2 Gamblers 
Anonymous 

gal, gall Isomettmes gal/ gallon 
Qal Galatians — used for the book of the 
Bible 

galv galvanized 
gar garage 

GATT /gat/ General Agreement on Tanffs and 
Trade 

gaz gazette, gazetteer 


H 

h 1 heel-, hccto 2 height 3 high 4 hot 5 hour 
6 husband 

H 1 harbour 2 hard — used esp on lead pencils 
3 hardness 4 henry— used in physics 
5 hospital 
ha hectare 

Hab Habakkuk — used for the book of the 
Bible 

Hag Haggai — used for the book of the Bible 
h and c hot and cold (water) 

Hants /hams/ Hampshire [OE Hantescire, var 
of Hamtunsitr] 


HB hard black —used on lead pencils 

HBM His/Hcr Bntanmc Majesty 

HC 1 Holy Communion 2 House of Commons 

HCF highest common factor 

hdbk handbook 

HDip higher diploma 

hdqrt headquarters 

HE I high explosive 2 His Eminence 3 His/Her 
Excellency 

Hab Hebrews — used for the book of the Bible 
HEC Health Education Council 
HEO Higher Executive Officer 
bar heraldry 

Hare. Heref Herefordshire 
Harts Hertfordshire 

HEW Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare — a US government department 
hfhalf 

HF high frequency 
hg I hectogram 2 haemoglobin 
HG 1 Ifts/Her Grace 2 Home Guard 
HGV Br heavy goods vehicle 
HH 1 double hard — used on lead pencils 2 His/ 
Her Highness 3 His Holiness 
HI Hawaii 

HIH His/Her Impenal Highness 
HIM His/Hcr Imperial Majesty 
hist historian, historical, history 
hi hectolitre 
HL House of Lords 
hm hectometre 

HM 1 headmaster 2 headmistress 3 His/Her 
Majesty 

HMAS His/Hcr Majesty’s Australian Ship 

HMCS His/Her Majesty's Canadian Ship 

HMF His/Her Majesty’s Forces 

HMG His/Her Majesty’s Government 

HMI His/Hcr Majesty’s Inspector (of Schools) 

HMNZS His/Hcr Majesty’s New Zealand Ship 

HMS His/Her Majesty’s Ship 

HMSO His/Hcr Majesty’s Stationery Office 

HMV His Master’s Voice 

HNC Higher National Certificate 

HND Higher National Diploma 

ho house 

HO Home Office 

hon honour, honourable, honorary 
Hon (the) Honourable 
Hons Br honours 
Hon Sac Br Honorary Secretary 
hort. hortlc horticultural, horticulture 
Hos Hosea — used for the book of the Bible 
hos, hosp hospital 
HP I high pressure 2 hire purchase 
3 horsepi^wer 4 Houses of Parliament 
HPF highest possible frequency 
HPLC high performance liquid 
chromatography 
HQ headquarters 
hr hour 

HR 1 holiday route 2 House of Representatives 

HRH His/f Icr Royal Highness 

hrt hormone replacement therapy 

HRW heated rear window 

HSH His.'Her Serene Highness 

HSO Higher Scientific Officer 

HST high speed train 

ht height 

HT 1 high-tcnsion 2 under this title [L hoc 
titulo] 

HTR high-temperature reactor 
HUD head-up display 
humor humorous, humorously 
Hung Hunganan, Hungary 
HV 1 high velocity 2 high-voltage 
HW 1 high water 2 hot water 
HWM high'Watcr mark 
hwy highway 
hy henry — used in physics 
Hz hertz 

I 

I intransitive 

I I inductance 2 island; isle 
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!•, lA Iowa 

lA Institute of Actuanes 
lAA indoleacetic acid 
lAAF International Amateur Athletic 
Federation 

lABA International Amateur Boxing 
Association 

IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
lALC instrument approach and landing chart 
lAM Institute of Advanced Motonsts 
lARU International Amateur Radio Union 
IA8 indicated airspeed 
lATA /ic'ahta/ International Air Transport 
Association 
ib ibidem 

IB Institute of Bankers 

IBA Independent Broadcasting Authonty 

ibM ibidem 

IBM International Busmess Machines 
IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development 
l/c in charge 
1C integrated arcuit 
ICA Institute of Contemporary Arts 
ICAO International Civil Aviation 
Organization 

ICBM intercontinental ballistic missile 
ICC International Cnckct Conference 
ICE 1 Institution of Civil Engineers 2 internal- 
combustion engine 

ICFC Industrial and Commercial Finance 
Corporation 

ICFlij International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions 

ICh«mE Institute of Chemical Engineers 
ICI Impenal Chemical industnes 
ICJ International Court of Justice 
ICL International Computers Limited 
ICRF Impencal Cancer Research Fund 
ICS Indian Civil Service 
Id idem 

ID 1 Idaho 2 (proof of) identification 3 inner 
diameter 4 intelligence department 
IDA International Development Association 
IDB chiefly SAfr illiat diamond buying 
la that is[L id est\ 

lEE Institution of Electncal Engineers 
IF intermediate frequency 
IFC International Finance Corporation 
IG inspector general 

IH8 Jesus [taken as abhr of L lesus hominum 
Salvator, ong, part transliteration of Gk IH2, 
short for IHIOYS lisous Jesus) 

IL Illinois 

ILEA / ie el ee ay, ili-a/ Inner London 
Education Authonty 
III, Hlus, must illustrated, illustration 
III Illinois 

ILO 1 International Labour Organization 
2 International Labour Office 
ILF Independent Labour Party 
IL8 instrument landing system 
IM intramuscular 

IMechE Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
Imlt imitative, imitation 
Imp 1 Emperor, Empress |L Imperator, 
Imperatrix] 2 imperative 3 imperfect 
4 impenal 
Impur imperative 
In inch 
IN Indiana 

Inc 1(2) often ingk/ 1 increase 2 chiefly NAm 
incorporated 

Ind included; including; inclusive 
M 1 independent 2 indicative 3 industnal; 
industry 
Ind Indiana 
huttc indicative 

Inf 1 below [L infra] 2 infantry 3 infinitive 
infin infinitive 
Infml informal 

in loc dt in the place cited |L in loco citato] 
INF International News Photo 
INRI Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews [L 
lesus Nazarenus Rex ludaeorum] 


Ins insurance 

INS 1 inertial navigation system 
2 International News Service 
Intp inspector 

inct 1 instant 2 institute, institution 
int 1 integral 2 interior 3 intermediate 
4 internal 5 international 6 interpreter 
7 intransitive 
Inter intermediate 
Inturl interjection 

interrog interrogation, interrogative, 
interrogatively 
inti international 
In trans in transit |L in transitu] 
intro introduction 
I/O input/output 

IOC International Olympic Committee 
lOF Independent Order of Foresters 
lOM Isle of Man 

lOOF Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
low Isle of Wight 

IFA International Phonetic Alphabet 
IFC International Publishing Corporation 
IFM 1 inches per minute 2 Institute of 
Personnel Management 
IFFF International Planned Parenthood 
Federation 
IFS inches per second 
IQS Institute of Quantity Surveyors 
Ir Irish 

IR I information retrieval 2 infrared 3 Inland 
Revenue 

IRA Irish Republican Army 
IRBM intermediate range ballistic missile 
IRN Independent Radio News 
IRO 1 Inland Revenue Office 2 International 
Refugee Organization 
Is island, isle 
IS International Socialist 
Isa. Is Isidh — used for the book of the Bible 
ISBN International Standard Book Number 
ISD international suhsenber dialling 
iti island 

ISO 1 Imperial Service Order 2 International 
Standardization Organization 
ISTC Iron and Steel Trades Confederation 
IStructE Institution of Stryctural Engineers 
ISV International Scientific Vocabulary 
IT Intermediate Technology 
Ita initial teaching alphabet 
ITA Independent Television Authonty — now 

IBA 

ital Italic, Italicized 
lUl, It Italian 

ITB Industry Training Board 
UN Independent Television News 
UO International Trade Organization 
ITT International Telephone and Telegraph 
(Corporation) 

UU International Telecommunications Union 

ITV Independent Television 

lU international unit 

lUD intrautenne device 

IV intravenous, intravenously 

IVR International Vehicle Registration 

IW 1 inside width 2 isotopic weight 

IWC International Whaling Commission 

IWW Industnal Workers of the World 

lYHF International Youth Hostels Federation 

J 

J 1 joule 2 Judge 3 Justice 
JA Judge Advocate 
JA, J/A joint account 
JAG judge advocate general 
Jan January 

Jaa James — used for the book of the Bible 
JC 1 Jesus Christ 2 Julius Caesar 
JCD 1 Dortor of Canon Law (NL ywru canontet 
doctor] 2 Doctor of Civil Law [NL juris ctvilis 
doctor] 

JCL Job Control language 
JCR Junior Common Room 
Jet junction 


Jar Jeremiah — used for the book of the Bible 
JJ Justices 
Jnr junior 

Jo Joel — used for the book of the Bible 
Jon Jonah — used for the book of the Bible 
Josh Joshua — used for the bixik of the Bible 
Journ journalistic 
JF Justice of the Peace 
Jr junior 
)t,Jnt joint 

Jud Judith — us^d for the book of the 
Aiwcrypha 

JUD Doctor of l)«nh Civil and Canon Law [L 
juris utriusque doctor] 

Judg Judges — used for the books of the Bible 
Jul July 
Jun June 

K 

k 1 carat 2 kilo- 3 kitchen 4 knot 5 kosher 
K 1 kcivin 2 king— used in chess 3 knit 
KANU /'kahnooh/ Kenya African National 
Union 

KB 1 King’s Bench 2 Knight Bachelor 
KBE Kni^t (Commander of the Order of the) 
Bntish Empire 
kc kilocycle 

KC 1 Kennel Club 2 King's Counsel 
kcal /'kay .kal/ kilocalorie 
KCB Knight Commander of the (Order of the) 
Bath 

KCIE Knight Commander of the (Order of the) 
Indian Empire 

KCMG Knight Commander of (the Order of) 

St Michael and St George 
KCSI Knight Commander of the (Order of the) 
Star of India 
s kilocycles per second 
VO Knight Commander of the (Royal) 
Victorian Order 
KD knocked down 
KE kinetic energy 
Kur Kerry 

keV kilo-electron volt 
kg 1 keg 2 kilogram 
KG Knight of the (Order of the) Garter 
KGB (Soviet) State Secunty Committee [Russ 
Komitet Cosudarstvennoye Brzopastnosti] 
Kgs Kings — used for the books of the Bible 
kHz kilohertz 
Kild Kildare 
Kilk Kilkenny 
kit kitchen 
kJ kilajoulc 
KKK Ku Klux Klan 
kl kilolitre 
km kilometre 
kn knot 

KF Knight of (the Order of) St Patrick 
kph kilometres per hour 
K8 Kansas 

KStJ Knight of (the Order of) St John 
kt karat 

KT 1 knight— used in chess 2 Knight Templar 
3 Knight of the (Order of the) Thistle 
kV kilovolt 
kW kilowatt 

kWh, kwh kilowatt-hour 
KWIC keyword in context 
KWOC keyword out of Context 
Ky, KY Kentucky 

L 

1 1 Lady 2 lake 3 large 4 left 5 length 6 Liberal 
7 pound [L libra] 8 lightning 9 line 10 litre 
11 little 12 long 13 last 14 lower 15 lumen 
L 1 Latin 2 live— used esp on electrical plugs 
3 Br learner (dnver) 

La 1 lane — used esp in street names 
2 Louisiana 

LA 1 law agent 2 Library Assoaation 3 Br local 
authonty 4 Los Angeles 5 Louisiana 
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Lab t(l) lab in the phrase Lib/Lab pact/ 

I Labour 2 Labrador 
LAC Leading Aircraftman 
LACW Leading Aircraftwoman 

Lam Lamentations — used for the book of the 
Bible 

Lancs /langks/ I^ncashire 

lang language 

lat latitude 

Lat 1 Latin 2 Latvia 

lb 1 pound [L libra] 2 leg bye 

LBC lA)ndon Broadcasting Coihpany 

Ibf pound-force 

Ibw leg before wicket 

Ic I letter of credit 2 in the place cited [L. loco 
aiato] J lowercase 

LC I left centre 2 Library ut Congress 3 Uird 
Chamberlain 4 Lord Chancellor 
LCC London County Council 
led 1 liquid crystal display 2 lowest {or least) 
common denominator 
LCJ Lord Chief Justice 
LCM lowest {or least) common multiple 
LCpI lance corporal 
Id load 
Ld Lord 

LD lethal dose — often used with a numerical 
subsenpt to indicate the percent of a test 
group of organisms killed by the dose 
< LD5o> 

Ldg Leading — used chiefly in titles 
LDS Licentiate in Dental Surgery 
LEA Local Education Authority 
led light emitting dioJ. 
leg legato 

Leics Leicestershire 
Lait leitnm 

LEM lunar excursion module 
Lev, Levit Leviticus 
K I light face 2 low frequency 
LF low frequency 
Ige lounge 
Ih left hand 

LH luteinizing hormone 
LHA l>ocal Health Authority 
LHO Doctor of Letters, Doctor of Humanities 
[\. hnerarum humaniorum doctor] 

LI 1 Light Infantry 2 librarian, library 

Lib /lib in the phrase Lib/Lab pact/ Liberal 

Lieut Lieutenant 

LIFO last in, first out 

Lim Limerick 

Lines /lingks/ Lincolnshire 

ling linguistics 

Linn Linnacan, Linnaeus 

lit 1 litre 2 literature 

Litt D doctor of letters, doctor of literature 
[ML htterarum doctor] 

LJ Lord Justice 

Lk Luke — used for the book of the Bible 

II lines 

LL Lord Lieutenant 
LLB Bachelor of I.aws [Nl- legum 
baccataureus] 

LLD Doctor of Laws [NL legum doctor] 

LLM Master of Laws [NL legitm magister] 

Im lumen 

LMG light machine gun 
LNQ liquefied natural gas 
LOB Location of Offices Bureau 
loc cit in the place cited [L loco citato] 

Lond Londonderry 

long longitude 

Long Longford 

loq he/she speaks (L /o^uitur] 

Lou Louth 

LP low pressure 

LPG liquefied petroleum gas 

LPO London Philharmonic Orchestra 

LPS Lord Pnvy Seal 

LRAM Licentiate of the Royal Academy of 
Music 

L8 1 left side 2 Linnaean Society 
LSE London School of Economics 
LSI largC'Scale integration 


LSO L.ondon Symphony Orchestra 
It light 

Lt 1 lieutenant 2 low-tension 
LTAI .awn Tennis Association 
LtCdrl .icutenant Commander 
Lt Col Lieutenant Colonel 
Ltd limited 

Lt Gen Lieutenant General 
LV I low velocity 2 low voltage 3 Br luncheon 
voucher 

LVT 1 landing vehicle, tracked 2 landing 
vehicle (tank) 

LW 1 long wave 2 low water 

LWB long wheelbase 

LWM low-water maik 

LWR light water reactor 

LWT London Weekend I cicvision 

lx lux 

M 

m 1 maiden (over)— used in cricket 2 male 
3 married 4 masculine 5 ma'ss 6 metre 
7 middle 8 mile 9 thousand (L mtlle] 10 milli- 
1 1 million 12 minute — used for the unit of 
time 13 molar 14 month 
M 1 Mach 2 Master 3 mega- 4 Member 
5 Monsieur 6 motorway 
mA milliamperc 

MA 1 Massachusetts 2 Master ot Arts [Ml. 
maguter artium] 3 Middle Ages 4 Military 
Academy 

MAA Motor Agents’ Association 
Mac. Macc Maccabees- -used for the book of 
the Apocrypha 

mach machine, machinery, machinist 
MAFF Ministry of Agriculture, Fishenes, and 
Food 

mag 1 magnesium 2 magnetic, magnetism 
3 magnitude 
Maj Major 

Maj Gen Major General 

Mai Malachi — used for the btH)k of the Bible 

man manual 

Man Manitoba 

M&S Marks and Sjscnccr 

manuf manufacture, manufacturing 

mar maritime 

Mar March 

MArch Master of Architecture 
Marq Marquess, Marquis 
mate masculine — used in grammar 
MASH /mash/ j\Am mobile army surgical 
hospital 

Mass Massachusetts 
Matt Matthew — used for the bix5k of the 
Bible 

max /maks/ maximum 
mb millibar 

MB Bachelor of Medicine [NL medicmae 
baccalaurens [ 

MBA Master of Business Administraiioii 
MBE Member of the (Order of the) British 
Empire 

MB^ Master of Busii>css Scicnro 
mc 1 megacycle 2 millicurie 
MC 1 Master of Ceremonies 2 Member of 
Congress 3 Military Cross 
MCA Monetar) •' ompensatory Amount 
MCC Marylcbonc Cnckct Club 
meg microgram 

MCh, MChir Master o! Surgery [NL magister 
chirurgiae] 

MCom Master of Commerce 
Mc/s megacycles per second 
Md Maryland 

MD 1 Managing Director 2 Dwtor of 
Medicine [NL medtcinae doctor] 3 nght 
hand— used in music [It mano destra] 

MDS Master of Dental Surgery 
Me Maine 
ME Middle English 
Mea Meath 
meas measure 

mech mechanic, mechanical, mechanics 


MEcon Master ot Economics 
med /(I) med/ 1 medical; medicine 2 medieval 
3 medium 

MEd /,em 'ed/ Master of Education 
mag megohm 

MEng Master of Lngincenng 
mar meridian 

MEP Member of the European Parliament 
mat i(l) met in the phrase met ofhcc/ 

1 meteorological, meteorology 

2 metropolitan 

matal, mrtall metallurgical, metallurgy 
metaor, mctrorol meteorological: ^ 
meteorology 

MeV mcga-clcciron-volts 

mf 1 medium frequency 2 mez/o forte 

3 millifarad 

mfd manufactured 

mfg manufacturing 

MFH Master ot Foxhounds 

MFI Manufacture of Furniture Institute 

mg milligram 

MG machine gun 

Mgr I Monscigneur 2 Monsignor 

mh millihenry 

MHD magnetohydrodynamics 
MHR Member of the House of 
Representatives 
MHz mcgaherl? 
mi mile, mileage 

Ml 1 Michigan 2 military intelligence 
Mic Micah - used for the bcxik of the Bible 
Mich Michigan 

MICR magnetic ink character recognition 
mid middle 
Middx Middlesex 
mil, milit military 

min 1 minimum 2 minor 3 minute — used for 
the unit of time 
Min Minister. Ministry 
Minn Minne.sota 

MIO mirmnum idcntihable odour 
misc miscellaneous, miscellany 
Miss Mississippi 

MIT Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
mixt mixture 
Mk Mark 

MKS metre -kilogram-second 

ml /i2i sometimes mil I mile 2 millilitre 

mL millilambert 

MLA Member of the Legislative Assembly 
MLC I Member of the Legislative C ouncil 

2 Meal and I .ivcslcKk Commission 
MLD minimum lethal dose 

MLitt /,em lit' Master of Letters [L magister 
hnerarum | 

Mils mademoiselle |F| 

MLR minimum lending rate 
MLS microwave landing system 
mm millimetre 

MM I Maclzcl’s metronome 2 messieurs (Fj 

3 Military Medal 

MMB Milk Marketing Board 
Mme madamc [F] 

Mmes mesdames [F] 
mm! magnetomotive force 
MN I Merchant Navy 2 Minnesota 
mo NAm month 

MO 1 Medical Officer 2 Missouri 3 modus 
opcrandi 4 money order 
MoC Mother of the Chapel (in a Trade Union) 
mod 1 moderate 2 modcrato 3 modern 

4 modulus 

MoD / cm oh ’dec, mod/ Ministry of Defence 

MOH Medical Officer of Health 

mol 1 molecular; molecule 2 mole 

mol wt molecular weight 

mon monetary 

Mon 1 Monaghan 2 Monday 

Mont Montana 

morph morphological, morphology 
mp mezzo piano 

MP 1 Member of Parliament 2 Metropolitan 
Police 3 Military Police, Military Policeman 
mpg miles per gallon 
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mph miles per hour 
MFhll / em W Master of Philosophy 
mpm metres per minute 
mps metres per second 
mr miiliroentgen 
Mr see entry in main text 
MR 1 map reference 2 Master of the Rolls 
MRA Moral Re* Armament 
MRC Medical Research Council 
MRCA multi-roll combat aircraft 
MRCOG Member of the Royal College of 
Obstetnaans and Gynaecologists 
MRCP Member of the Royal College of 
Physiaans 

MRC8 Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons 

MR(^S Member of the Royal College of 
Vetennary Surgeons 
mRNA/ ,em ahr en 'ay/ messenger RN A 
Mnsee entry in main text 
ma millisecond 
Mt see entry in main text 
MS 1 left hand — used m music [It mono 
sinistra] 2 manusenpt 3 Mississippi 4 multiple 
sclerosis 

M8C 1 Manpower Services Commission 
2 Metropolital Special Constabulary 
MSc/ ,em cs see/ Master of Science 
mtac millisecond 
M8Q monosodium glutamate 
Mugr chiefly NAm Monscigneur; Monsignor 
MSI medium-scale integration 
msl mean sea level 
MSS manusenpts 
Mt 1 Matthew 2 Mount 
MT Montana 
MTB motor torpedo-boat 
MTach /,em tek/ Master of Technology 
mth month 
mun municipal 

mut 1 museum 2 music; musical; musician 
mv millivolt 

MVl mezza voce 2 motor vessel 
MVO Member of the (Royal) Victorian Order 
MW 1 medium wave 2 megawatt 
mW milliwatt 
Mx maxwell 

myth, mythol mythological, mythology 


N 


n 1 name 2 nano- 3 born [L natus] 4 net 5 new 
( neuter 7 nominative 8 noon 9 noun 
10 numerical aperture 

N 1 knight — used in chess 2 newton 3 North; 
Northerly; Northern 4 neutral — used esp on 
electnc plugs 

n/a no account — used m banking 
NA 1 North Amenca 2 not applicable 
NAAH /'nafi/ Navy, Army, and Air Force 
Institutes 

NADI no appreciable disease 2 nothing 
abnormal detected 

Nah Nahum — used for the book of the Bible 
NALQO /’nalgoh/ National and Local 
Government Officers Associauon 
NAm North Amenca; Nonh Amencan 
NASA r nasa/ National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration — a US government 
organization 
nat national, nationalist 
natl national 

NATO /'naytoh/ North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 

NATSOPA /nat'sohpa/ National Soaety of 
Operative Printers, Graphical and Media 
Personnel 
naut nautical 
nav navigable; navigation 
nb no ball— used in cricket 
NB 1 Nebraska 2 New Brunswick 3 note well 


I L nota bene] 

NBC Nauonai Broadcasting Company— a US 
company 

nbg Br no bloody good— infml 


NCI no charge 2 North Carolina 

NCB National Coal Board 

NCC Nature Conservancy Council 

NCCL National Council for Civil Liberties 

NCH National Children's Home 

NCO non-commissioned officer 

NCP National Car Parks 

NCR National Cash Re^stcr (Company) 

NCT National Childbirth Trust 
nev no commercial value 
nd no date 

NO. NDak North Dakota 
NE 1 modem English [New English] 2 New 
England 3 Northeast, Northeastern 
NEB 1 National Enterprise Board 2 New 
English Bible 
N«br, Neb Nebraska 
NEC National Executive Committee 
NEDC National Economic Development 
Council 
nag negative 

N«h Nehemiah — used for the book of the 
Bible 

NEI not elsewhere included 

NERC Natural Environment Research Council 

neut neuter 

Nav Nevada 

NF 1 National Front 2 Newfoundland 3 no 
funds 

Nfid Newfoundland 
NFS not for sale 
NFU National Farmers’ Union 
NFWI National Federation of Women’s 
Institutes 
ng no good 

NGA National Graphical Association 

NH New Hampshire 

NHS National Health Service 

Nl 1 National Insurance 2 Northern Ireland 

NLI New Jersey 

NL 1 New I .atm 2 It IS not permitted [L non 
licet] 

NLC National Liberal Club - 
NLF National Liberation Front 
nm 1 nanometre 2 nautical mile 
NM, N Mex New Mexico 
NMR nuclear magnetic resonance 
NNE north-northeast 
NNW north- northwest 
no 1 not out — used in cricket 2 number [L 
numero, abl of numerus] 3 NAm north 
nom nominative 
NOP National Opinion Poll 
Nor, Norm Norman 
Norf Norfolk 
norm normal 

Northants /naw'thants, nawth'hants/ 
Northamptonshire 
Northumb Northumberland 
not numbers 

Notts /nots/ Nottinghamshire 

Nov November 

np new paragraph 

NP Notary Public 

NPL National Physical Laboratory 

NPN negative-positive-negative 

nr near 

NR Northern Region 
NRA National Rifle Association 
N81 not specified 2 Nova Scotia 3 NAm 
nuclear ship 

NSB National Savings Bank 
ntoc also ns nanosecond 
N8F not suffiaent funds 
NSPCC National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children 
N8U nonspecific urethntis 
NSW New South Wales 
NT 1 National Trust 2 New Testament ? no 
trumps 

NTP normal temperature and pressure 
NTS National Trust for Scotland 
nt wt net weight 

NUBE /‘nyoohbi/ National Union of Bank 
Employees 


NUGMW National Union of General and 
Municipal Workers 
NIU National Union of Journalists 
num numeral 

Num, Numb Numbers — used for the book of 
the Bible 

NUM National Union of Mineworkers 
NUPE /'nyoohpi/ National Union of Public 
Employees 

NUR National Union of Railwaymen 
NUS 1 National Union of Seamen 2 National 
Union of Students 
NUT National Union of Teachers 
NUTQW National Union of Tailors and 
Garment Workers 
NV Nevada 

NW Northwest, Northwestern 
NWT Northwest Icrritories (of Canada) 

NY New York 
NYC New York City 
NYO National Youth Orchestra 
NZ New Zealand 

O 

o 1 ohm 2 old 
OOhio 
o- ortho- 

O & M orgni/ation and methods 

OAP Br old-age pensioner 

OAS 1 Organization of Amencan States 

2 Organisation dc I’Arm^c Sccrdie — used for 
an organization dedicated to retaining French 
rale in Algena 

OAU Organization of African Unity 
ob he/she died [L abut] 

Ob, Obad Obadiah — used for the book of the 
Bible 

OB 1 outside broadcast 2 Br old boy 
CJtBE Ofheer of the (Order of the) British 
Empire 

obj object, objective — used esp in grammar 
obs 1 obsolete 2 obstetrical, obstetrics 
o/c overcharge 
OC Br Officer Commanding 
occau occasionally 
OCR optical character reader, optical 
character recognition 
oct octavo 
Oct October 

OCTU Officer Cadets Training Unit 
OD, {2. 5, & 6) O/D 1 officer of the day 2 on 
demand 3 ordnance datum 4 outer diameter 
5 overdraft 6 overdrawn 
OE Old English 
Oa oersted 

OECD Organization tor Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
OED Oxford English Dictionary 
off office, officer; official 
OFM Order of Fnars Minor 
OFS Orange Free State 
OFT Office of Fair Trading 
OG Br old girl 
OH Ohio 

ohc overhead camshaft 
OHMS On His/Her Majesty's Service 
ohv overhead valve 
OK, Okla Oklahoma 
OM Order of Merit 
ONC Ordinary National Ortificate 
OND Ordinary National Diploma 
ono or near offer — used with prices of goods 
for sale 
Ont Ontario 
op opus 

OP 1 observation post 2 opposite prompt — 
used to designate part of the theatrical stage 

3 out of print 

op cK in the work cited [L opere citato] 

OPEC /'ohpek/ Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countnes 
opp opposite 
opa operations 

opt 1 optative — used in grammar 2 optical; 
optician; optics 3 optional 
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OR 1 operational research 2 Oregon 3 other 
ranks 4 owner’s risk 

orch 1 orchestra, orchestral 2 orchestrated by 
ord 1 order 2 ordinary 3 ordnance 
Oreg, Ore Oregon 

org 1 organic 2 organization, organized 
orlg onginal, originally, originator 
Ork Orkney 
ornith ornithology 

OS 1 ordinary seaman 2 Ordnance Survey 
3 out of stock 4 outsize 
0/S outstanding 
OSA Order of St Augustine 
OSB Order of St Benedict 
OSF Order of St Francis 
OT 1 occupational therapy. Occupational 
Therapist 2 Old Testament 3 overtime 
OTC Officers’ Training Corps 
OU Open University 

OUDS Oxford University Dramatic Society 
OXFAM /'oksfain/ Oxford Committee for 
Famine Relief 

Oxon / okson/ 1 Oxfordshire! L Oxonia\ 2 of 
Oxford — used chiefly with academic awards 
<.MA ''> |L OjtonimvwJ 
oz ounce, ounces [It onza\ 

P 

p 1 page 2 participle 3 past 4 pence, penny 
5 per 6 piano — used as an instruction in music 
7 pico- 8 pint 9 power 10 premolar 11 pressure 
P 1 parental generation 2 parking 3 pawn — 
used m chess 4 iv. ia 'vv«,c 5 poise 6 Prince 
7 purl 

pa per annum 
Pa 1 Pennsylvania 2 pascal 
PA 1 Pennsylvani.i 2 personal assistant 3 press 
agent 4 public address (system) 5 purchasing 
agent 

PABX Br private automatic branch 
(telephone) exchange 
Pac Pacific 

PAL /.pec ay cl, pal/ phase alternation line— a 
system of transmitting colour television 
programmes 
palaaont palaeontology 
P & L profit and loss 

P fii O Peninsular and Oriental (Steamship 
Company) 

p & p Rr postage and packing 
par 1 paragraph 2 parallel 3 parish 
part participial, participle 
PAS 1 para-aminosalicyclic acid 2 Pregnancy 
Advisory Service 
past passive 
pat patent, patented 
path, palhol pathological, pathology 
PAX /paks/ Br private automatic (telephone) 
exchange 

PAYE pay as you earn 

PBAB please bring a bottle 

PBX pnvate branch (telephone) exchange 

pc 1 per cent 2 postcard 

PC 1 police constable 2 Pnvy Councillor 

pem pulse code modulation 

pet chiefly NAm per cent 

pd paid 

PD 1 per diem 2 potential difference 3 NAm 
police department 
Pda parade — used in street names 
pdl poundal 

PDSA Peoples’ Dispensary for Sick Animals 
PDT Pacific daylight time 
PE physical education 
paa pedal 

PEI Prince Edward Island 

pan peninsula 

Pann, Penna Pennsylvania 

PEP Br Political and Economic Planning 

PER Professional Employment Register 

parf 1 perforated 2 performance 

parh perhaps 

pamn permanent 

parp often cap perpendicular 


par pro /.puh proh/ by the agency (of) [Lper 
procurationem] 
pars person, personal 

PERt /puht/ programme evaluation and review 
technique 

Pat Peter — used for the book of the Bible 
pF picofarad 
PF PrtKurator Fiscal 

PFA Professional Footballers’ Assoaation 
PFLP Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine 

PG 1 paying guest 2 postgraduate 
PGA Professional Ciolfcrs’ Assoaation 
PH public health 

phar. pharm pharmaceutical, pharmacist, 
pharmacy 

PhB / pee aych ‘bee/ Bachelor of Philosophy |L 
philosnphiae ba< i alaureus] 

PhD /.pec aych ’dee/ DtKtor of Philosophy [L 
philosophiae doctor] 
phil philosophy 

Phil 1 Philippians- -used for the book of the 
Bible 2 Philharmonic 

Philem Philemon— used for the btHik of the 
Bible 

phon phonetics 
phr phrase 

phyi 1 physical 2 physics 
physiol physiology 
PI petrol injection 
pizz pi/zicaio 

pk 1 ofientap park — used esp in street names 
2 peck 

pkg package 
pkt packet 

pi 1 often cap place — used esp in street names 
2 platoon 3 plural 
PL Poet Laureate 
PLA Port of London Authority 
pic public limited company 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
PLP Parliamentary Labour Party 
PLR Public Lending Right 
plup pluperfect 

pm 1 post meridiem 2 premium 
PM 1 postmortem 2 Prime Minister 3 Provost 
Marshal 

PMB Potato Marketing Board 
PMG 1 Paymaster General 2 Postm'ister 
General 

PMH production per man-hour 
PMS pre menstrual syndrome 
PMT prc-mcnstrual tension 
pn 1 promissory note 2 pronoun 
PNdB perceived noise decibel 
PNP posilivc-ncgalivc-positivc 
PO I Petty Officer 2 Pilot Officer 3 postal 
order 4 Post Office 
POB Post Office box 
POD pay on delivery 

POE I port of embarkation 2 port of entry 

pol. polit political, politics 

pop population 

POP Br Post Office Preferred 

por 1 pay on receipt 2 pay on return 

pot positive 

poos 1 possessive — used in grammar 
2 possible 

pot 1 polcnti.*' ? potentiometer 
POUNC Post Office Users’ National Council 
POW pnsoncr of war 

pp I pages 2 past particle 3 by proxy [Lper 
procurationem] 4 pianissimo 
PP I parcel post 2 pansh priest 
ppd, PP 1 postpaid 2 prepaid 
PPE Philosophy, Politics, and Economics 
ppm parts per million 
PPS I Parliamentary Pnvate Secretary 
2 further poslscnpt [L poshpostscriptum] 
ppt precipitate 
pptn precipitation 
PQ Province of Quebec 
pr 1 pair 2 present 3 pnee 4 pronoun 
Pr 1 Pnest 2 Pnnee 

PR 1 proportional representation 2 public 
relations 3 Puerto Rico 


PRAM /pram/ programmable random access 
memory 

PRB Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood 
Prab Prebendary 
prac preceding 
prad predicate 

praf 1 preface 2 preferred 3 prefix 
pralim preliminary 
pram premium 

prap 1 preparation, preparatory 2 preposition 

prat present 

Prat President 

Pratb Presbytenan 

prav previous, previously 

Prin Pnncipal 

PRO 1 Public Records Office 2 public relations 
officer 

prob probable, probably 
proc proceedings 
prod production 
Prof Professor 
prom promontory 

PROM /prom/ programmable read-only 
memory 

pron 1 pronoun 2 pronounced, pronunciation 
prop 1 proposition 2 proprietor 
PROP /prop/ Preservation of the Rights of 
Prisoners 
pros prosexiy 

Prot I Protectorate 2 Protestant 
prov 1 province, provincial 2 provisional 
Prov 1 Proverbs — used for the book of the 
Bible 2 Provost 
prox proximo 
PRT petroleum revenue tax 
Pt Psalms— used for the book of the Bible 
PS I Police Sergeant 2 postscript |L 
potiM riptum] 3 Private Secretary 4 prompt 
side— used to designate part of the theatneal 
stage 

PSA Property Services Agency 

PSBR Public Sector Borrowing Requirement 

ptaud pseudonym, pseudonymous 

ptf pi^unds per square foot 

pai pounds per square inch 

PST Pacific Standard Time 

PSV Br public service vehicle 

paychoL psych psychology 

pt 1 part 2 pint 3 point 4 port 

PT I Pacific time 2 physical training 

PTA Parent-Teacher Assoaation 

Pta Private 

PTE Passenger T ransport Executive 

PTFE piolyteirafluorocthylcne 

ptg pnnting 

pro please turn over 

Pty chiefly Austr, NZ, A. SAfr Proprietary 

pu per unit 

pub, puM 1 public 2 published, publisher, 
publishing 

PVA polyvinyl acetate 
PVC polyvinyl chlondc 
Pvt chiefly NAm Pnvate 
pw per week 
PW Br policewoman 
pwr power 

PWR pressunzed water reactor 
pwt pennyweight 
PX post exchange 

Q 

q 1 quarto 2 quintal 3 quire 
Q queen — used in chess 
QB Queen’s Bench 
QC Queen’s Counsel 

QED which was to be demonstrated [L quod 
erat demonstrandum] 

QEH Queen Elizabeth Hall (London) 

OF quick-finng 
QMquartcrm aster 
QMG Quartermaster General 
QMS Quartermaster Sergeant 
QPM Queen's Police Medal 
QPR Queen's Park Rangers 
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qq which [pi) see [L quae vitie] 

qr 1 quarter 2 quire 

QS quarter sessions 

QSO quasi-stellar object 

qt quart 

qto quarto 

qty quantity 

qu, qucs question 

Que Quebec 

quot quotation 

qv which sec [L quod vide] 

R 

r ] radius 2 railway 3 recto 4 resistance 5 nght 

6 runs — used in cricket 

R 1 rabbi 2 radical — used in chemistry 3 ram 
4 Reaumur 5 rector 6 queen (L regtna] 

7 registered (as a trademark) 8 king |L rex] 

9 ring road 10 river 11 rbntgen 12 rook — used 
in chess 13 Royal 

RA 1 Rear Admiral 2 Royal Academician; 
Royal Academy 3 Royal Amllery 
RAA Royal Academy of Arts 
RAAF Royal Australian Air Force 
RAC 1 Royal Armoured Corps 2 Royal 
Automobile Club 
rad 1 radian 2 radius 
Rabb Rabbinic 

RADA /'rahda/ Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art 

RAF /.ahr ay ' cf. raf/ Royal Air Force 
RAFVR Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
RAH Royal Albert Hall (London) 
rail rallentando 

RAM /fJ) ram, ,ahr ay 'em/ 1 random access 
memory 2 Royal Academy of Music 
RAMC Royal Army Medical Corps 
RAN Royal Australian Navy 
R and A Royal and Ancient— used as the title 
of St Andrews Golf Club 
R ft 6 rhythm and blues 
R and 0 research and development 
RAOC Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
RAS Royal Astronomical Soaety 
RB Rifle Brigade 

RBA Royal (Soaety of) Bniish Artists 
RBC red blood cells, red blood count 
RBS Royal (Society of) Bntish Sculptors 
RC 1 Red Cross 2 reinforced concrete 
3 Roman Catholic 
RCA Royal College of Art 
RCAF Royal Canadian Air Force 
RCM Royal College of Music 
RCMP Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
RCN 1 Royal Canadian Navy 2 Royal College 
of Nursing 

RCO Royal College of Organists 
RCOG Royal College of Obstetncians and 
Gynaecologists 

RCP Royal College of Physiaans 
RC8 1 Royal College of Saence 2 Royal 
College of Surgeons 3 Royal Corps of Signals 
RCT Royal Corps of Transport 
RCV8 Royal College of Vetennary Surgeons 
rd i^ten cap R road 
RDC Rural District Council 
RE 1 religious education 2 Royal Engineers 
r«c 1 receipt 2 recommended 3 recreation 
r«cd received 
r0f 1 reference 2 referred 
r«fl reflex; reflexive 
reg 1 regiment 2 register, registered 
3 registrar; registry 4 regulation 5 regulo 
r«gd registered 
Ri^ PrM Regius Professor 
ragt regiment 

nl relating; relation; relative 
REM /rem/ rdntgen equivalent man 
REME /‘reemi/ Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers 
Rap I republic 2 Republican 
rapr reprint; reprinted 
raq 1 require; required 2 requisition 
raqd required 


raa 1 reserve 2 residence, resides 
rasp respective; respectively 
rat 1 retired 2 return, returned 
ratd 1 retired 2 returned 
rav 1 revenue 2 reverse 3 review, reviewed 
4 revised, revision 

Rav /(2) rev/ 1 Revelation — used for the book 
of the Bible 2 Reverend 
REV reentry vehicle 
Ravd Reverend 

RF 1 radio frequency 2 Rugby Football 

RFC 1 Royal Flying Corps 2 Rugby FootballClub 

RFH Royal Festival Hall (London) 

RFU Rugby Football Union 
RG8 Royal Geographical Society 
rh 1 relative humidity 2 nght hand 
RH Royal Highness 

RHA 1 Road Haulage Association 2 Royal 
Horse Artillery 
rhat rhcionc 

RHG Royal Horse Guards 
rha nght hand side 

RH8 1 Royal Hisoncal Society 2 Royal 
Horticultural Society 3 Royal Humane 
Society 

Rl 1 refractive index 2 religious instruction 
3 Rhode Island 

RIBA Royal Institute of Bntish Architects 
RIC Royal Institute of Chemistry 
RIC8 Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
RIP 1 may he rest in peace [L requiescat in 
pace] 2 may they rest in peace (L requiescant 
m pace] 

rit /nt/ ntardando 

RK religious knowledge 

RL Rugby League 

rm 1 ream 2 room 

RM 1 Royal Mail 2 Royal Marines 

RMA Royal Military Academy (Sandhurst ) 

rmt root-mcan-square 

RN Royal Navy 

RNAS Royal Naval Air Service 

RNIB Royal National Institute for the Blind 

RNU Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

RNR Royal Naval Reserve 

RNVR Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 

RNZAF Royal New Zealapd Air Force 

RNZN Royal New Zealand Navy 

ROC Royal Observer Corps 

rom roman (type) 

Rom Romans — used for the book of the Bible 
ROM read only memorv 
Ro«, Rose Roscommon 
Ro8PA /'rospa/ Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Acadents 
RP 1 Received Pronunciation 2 Regius 
Professor 

RPC Royal Pioneer Corp» 

RPI Br retail price index 
rpm I Br, often cap retail pnee maintenance 
2 revolutions per minute 
RPO Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
rpt revolutions per second 
RPS Royal Photographic Society 
rpt 1 repeat 2 report 
RQ respiratory quotient 
RRB Race Relatidlfs Board 
RS 1 right side 2 Royal Society 
RSA 1 Royal Scottish Academiaan, Royal 
Scottish Academy 2 Royal Society of Arts 
RBC Royal Shakespeare Company 
RSE Royal Society of Edinburgh 
R8F8R Russian Soviet Federated Soaalist 
Republic [Russ Rossitskaya Sovetskaya 
Federativnaya Sotsialisticheskaya Respuhitka] 
RSG rate suppon grant 
R8L Royal Soaety of Literature 
R8M 1 Regimental Sergeant Major 2 Royal 
Society of Medicine 

R8PB Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds 

RSPCA Royal Society for the Prevention cf 
Cruelty to Animals 

R88PCC Royal Scottish Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children 


RSV Revised Standard Version (of the Bible) 
R8VP please answer [F ripondez sUl vous 
plait] 

It right 

RT 1 radiotelephone, radiotelephony 2 room 
temperature 

RTE insh Radio and Television [IrGael Radio 
Telefts Fireann] 

Rt Hon Right Honourable 

Rt Rov, Rt Revd Right Reverend 

RU Rugby Union 

RUC Royal Ulster Constabulary 

RV Revised Version (of the Bible) 

RW 1 Right Worshipful 2 Right Worthy 
ry» rwy railway 

RYA Royal Yachting AssiKiation 

S 

1 1 school 2 scruple 3 second 4 shilling 
5 singular 6 sire 7 small 8 snow 9 son 
10 succeeded 

SI saint 2 sea 3 siemens 4 Signor 5 society 
6 South, Southerly, Southern 7 sun 
SA I Salvation Army 2 sex appeal 3 small arms 

4 limited liability company, Ltd [h soci^t^ 
anonyme] S SiK'iety ot Actuaries 6 South 
Afnca 7 South America 

SABC South African Broadcasting 
Corporation 

Me stamped addressed envelope 
SALT /sawlt/ Strategic Arms Limitation Talks 
Sim, Sami Samuel — used for the books of the 
Pibic 

SAM /sain/ surtace-to-air missile 
SANROC /‘sanrok/ South African Non-Racial 
Olympics Committee 
SAS Special Air Service 
Satk Saskatchewan 
Sat Saturday 

SATB soprano, alto, tenor, bass 
SAVE save-ds you-earn 
tb substantive 

SBN Standard Hook Niqn^r 
sc 1 scene 2 scilicet 3 sm^ capitals 
S/c self contained 
Sc Scots 

SC 1 South Carolina 2 special constable 
ScD /,cs see dee/ Dix:tor ol Science (ML 
Si lentiae Doctor] 

SCE Scottish Certificate of Education 
SCF Save the Children Fund 
sch school 
sci science, scientihc 
SCM 1 State Certihed Midwife 2 Student 
Christian Movement 
Scot Scotland, Scottish 
SCR I senior common room 2 script 3 scripture 
SCS Society of Civil Servants 
SDl sine die 2 Social Democrat 3 South 
Dakota 4 standard deviation 
SDA I Scottish Development Agency 2 Sex 
Discnminatiun Act 

5 Omk South Dakota 

SDLP Social Democratic and Labour Party 
SDP Social Democratic Party 
SE southeast, southcaitern 
SEATO /‘sectoh/ Southeast Asia Teaty 
Organization 

MC 1 second, secondary 2 secretary 3 section 
4 according to [ L secundum] 5 secant 
SECAM /'seekam/ sequence by colour- 
memory — a system of transmitting colour 
television programmes [F siquentiel couieur d 
m^motre] 

MCt section , sectional 
Mcy secretary 
sum seminary 
Bum Semitic 

8EM scanning electron microscope 
Mn 1 Senate; Senator 2 Senior 
SEN State Enrolled Nurse 
Sup, Sept September 
luq the following [Lsequens, sequentes, 
sequentia] 
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seqq the following [Lsrquentes, sequentia] 
Sorg« Sergt Sergeant 
SET Selective Employment Tax 
tf sforzando 
SF sacnce fiction 
SFA Scottiith Football Association 
SG 1 Solicitor General 2 often not cap specihe 
gravity 
tgd signed 

8GHWR stcam-gcncratmg heavy water 
reactor 
Sgt Sergeant 
Sgt MaJ Sergeant Major 
Shak Shakespeare 

SHAPE /shayp/ Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Powers Europe 
SHO senior house officer 
SI International System of Units (F Syst^me 
International d’ Unites] 
aig signature 
Sig Signor 
tin sine 
ting singular 

SIS Secret Intelligence Service 
tit situated, situation 
SJ ScKiety of Jesus 

SLADE /slayd/ SiKiety of Lithographic Artists, 
Designers and Etchers 
Slo Sligo 

SLP Scottish L.abour Party 
SLR single lens reflex 
tm small 

SM Sergeant Major 

SNCF the French "-d Railways (F So<i^t^ 
nationale drs < hemins de fer franfau] 

SNP Scottish National Party 
tnr senior 
So south 

SO I Scientific Ofheer 2 Stationery Office 
soc /sometimes sok/ society 
tociol sociological, sociologist, sociology 
SOQAT /'sohgat/ Society of Graphical and 
Allied Trades 

sol 1 solicitor 2 soluble 3 solution 
Som Somerset 
sop soprano 

sp I species 2 specific 3 spelling 4 spell out 
SP 1 without issue [I sine prole] 2 starting 
price 

SPCK .Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge 

SPD 1 supplementary petroleum duty 2 the W 
German Social Democratic Party |G 
Sozialdemokratische Partei r)euL\chland,s\ 
specif specific, specifically 
SPG Special Patrol Group 
sp gr specific gravity 
SPL sound pressure level 
spp species (pi) 

SraR the Senate and the people of Rome [L 
senatus populusque Romanusl 
SPR Society for Psychical Research 
SPRC Society for the Prevention and Relief of 
Cancer 

SPUC Society for the Protection of the 
Unborn Child 
sq square 

Sqn Ldr Squadron Leader 
sr steradian 

Sr I senior 2 Senor 3 Sir 4 Sister 
SR 1 Senior Registrar 2 Southern Region 
SRC Science Research Council 
SRN State Registered Nurse 
SRO 1 standing room only 2 Statutory Rules 
and Orders 

SRV space rescue vehicle 
SS 1 saints 2 steamship 3 Sunday school 
SSC Solicitor in the Supreme Court— a 
Scotttsh legal officer 
SSE south-southeast 
SSgt staff sergeant 
SSM surface-to-surfacc missile 
SSR Soviet Socialist Republic 
SSRC Social Science Research Council 
SST supersonic transport 


SSW south-southwest 

•t I stanza 2 stitch 3 stone 4 stumped by 

St 1 Saint 2 street 

eta station, stationary 

Staffs /stafs/ Staffordshire 

ftbd starboard 

std standard 

STD 1 doctor of sacred theology (L sacrae 
theologiae doctor] 2 subsenber trunk dialling 
Sta saint (female) |F sainte] 
stg sterling 
cth south 

STOL /stol/ short takeoft and landing 
STP standard temperature and pressure 
etr 1 strait 2 stroke- -used in rowing 
STUC Scottish Trades Union C'ongrcss 
STV .Scottish Television 
subi 1 subject 2 subjunctive 
suff suffix 
Sun Sunday 

aup 1 superior 2 superlative 3 supplement . 
supplementary 4 supra 
auparl superlative 

supp. suppi supplement, supplementary 
aupt superintendent 
aurg surgeon, surgery, surgical 
aurv survey, surveying, surveyor 
Sus Susanna — used for the book of the 
Apocrypha 

SW 1 shortwave 2 southwest, southwestern 
SWALK /swalk/ sealed with a loving kiss 
SWAPO ^'swahpKih/ South-West Afnca 
People s Organization 
SWG standard wire gauge 
Sx Sussex 

SYHA Scottish Youth Hostels Assocnation 
syl. syll syllable 
sym symmctncal 

•yn synonym, synonymous, synonymy 
sytt system 

T 

1 1 time 2 ton, tonne 3 transitive 
T 1 temperature 2 tera- 3 tesla 4 true 
TA Territorial Army 

TAB /tab, .tee ay bee/ typhoid-paratyphoid A 
and Fi (vaccine) 

TAM television audience measurement 
T & AVR Tcrntonal and Army Vofiirtecr 
Reserve 

tan /tan/ tangent 

TASS /tas/ the official news agency of the 
Soviet llnion (Russ Telegrafnoye agerms o 
Sovietskovo Sovuza] 

TB tubercle bacillus 

tbs, tbsp tablespKion. tablespoonful 

TC technical college 

TCCB Test and County Cncket Board 

Tc« Br terrace — used esp in street names 

tech ] technical, technically, technician 

2 technological , technology 
tcchnol technological, technology 

TEFL /.lee ee ef 'el. 'tcfl/ teaching English as a 
foreign language 

td 1 telegram 2 telegraph, telegraphic 

3 telephone 

temp 1 temperature 2 temporary 3 in the lime 
of [L tempore] 
ten tenuto 
Tenn Tennessee 

Ter, Terr 1 terrace — used esp in street names 
2 terntory 

TES Times Educational Supplement 
TE8L /.icc ce cs el, icsl/ teaching English as a 
second language 
Teet Tcsiamcm 
Tex Texas 

TG transformational grammar 
TGIF thank God it's Friday 
TGWU Transport and Cicncral Workers’ 
Union 

Th lliursday 
TH town hall 

ThB /.tee aych bee/ bachelor of theology [Nl. 
theologiae haccalaureus] 


ThD/ ,tcc aych dee/ doctor of theology (NL 
theologiae doctor] 

theol theologian, theological, theology 
THES /.tec aych re cs, thes/ Times ffigher 
Educational Supplement 
Theu Thcssalonians— used tor the books of 
the Bible 

ThM / tee aych 'em/ master of theology (NL 
theologiae magister] 

Tho, Thos /sometimes thos/ Thomas 
Thur, Thun Ihursday 

Tim Timothy— - used for the books of the Bible 
tinct tincture 
Tip Tipperary 

TIR International Road Transport (F" 

Transport International Routiers] 

Tit I itus" -used for the book of the Bible 
TKO technical knock-out 
TLS Times Literary Supplement 
TM 1 trademark 2 transcendental meditation 
TN Tennessee 
TO telegraph office 
Tob I obit — used for the book of the 
Apixrypha 
topog topography 

TOPS /tops/' T'raimng Opportunities Scheme 
tot total 

TPI Town Planning Institute 
Tpr Trooper 

tr I transitive 2 translated, translation, 
translator 3 transpose 4 tnll 5 trustee 
trant 1 transitive 2 translated, translation, 
translator 

tranaf transfer, transferred 
tranal translated, translation 
treas treasurer, treasury 
trib tnbutary 
trop tropic, tropical 
trs transpose 

TSB Trustee Savings Bank 
TSH thvroid-stimulating hormone 
ftp teaspoon, teaspoonful 
TT 1 teetotal, teetotaller 2 Tounsl Trophy 
3 tuberculin tested 
TTL transistor transistor logic 
Tue, Tuex Tuesday 
TU trade union 
TUC Trades Union Congress 
TV television 

TVP textured vegetable protein 
TOA Trans-World Airlines 
TX Texas 

typ, lypoR typographer, typography 
Tyr Tyrone 

U 

u 1 unit 2 upper 

U 1 uncle 2 Unionist 3 university 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
UAR United Arab Republic 
UAU Linivcrsitics Athletic Union 
uc upper case 
UC University College 

UCATT Union of Construction. Allied Trades, 
and Technicians 

UCCA /'uka.' Universities Central Council on 
Admissions 

UCL University College, London 
UDA Ulster Defence Association 
UDI unilateral declaration of indcF>endcncc 
UDR LTIster Defence Regiment 
UEFA /'yoohfa, yooh'ayfa/ Union of European 
Football Associations 
UGC University Grants Committee 
UHF ultrahigh frequency 
UHT ultrahigh temperature 
UJ universal joint 
UK United Kingdom 

UKAEA United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authonty 

ult I ultimate 2 ultimo 

UMIST /’yiwhmist/ University of Manchester 
Institute of Science and Technology 
UN United Nations 
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UNA United Nauons Association 
unen unanimous 

UNCTAD / ungktad/ United Nations 
Commission for Trade and Development 
UNESCO /yooh'neskoh/ United Nations 
Educationai, Saentific, and Cultural 
Organization 

UNICEF /'yoohnisef/ United Nations 
Children’s Fund [Unued Nations Chddren's 
Emergency Fund, its former name] 

Unit Unitarian 
unlv 1 universal 2 university 
UNO /’yoohnoh/ United Nations Organization 
UNRWA / unra/ United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency 
UP Uttar ^adesh 
UPl United Press International 
UPOW Union of Post Office Workers 
UPU Universal Postal Union 
URC United Reformed Church 
US United States 

USA 1 United States Army 2 United States of 
America 

U8AF United States Air Force 
U8DAW /'uzdaw/ Union of Shop, 

Distnbutive, and Allied Workers 
USN United States Navy 
U8S United States ship 
USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
uau usual; usually 
UT I Universal time 2 Utah 
UU Ulster Unionist 
UV ultraviolet 
UVF Ulster Volunteer Force 

V 

V 1 vector 2 verb 3 verse 4 versus 5 very 6 verso 
7 vice 8 vide 9 von — used in German personal 
names 

V 1 velocity 2 volt, voltage 3 volume 
va verbal auxiliary 

Va Virginia 

VA 1 Veterans Administration — a US 
organization 2 Vicar Apostolic 3 Vice* 
Admiral 4 (Order of) Victoria and Albert 
5 Virginia 6 volt-ampere 
vac vacant 

V A A Victona and Albert Museum 

var 1 vanable 2 variant 3 variation 4 vanety 
5 various 
Vat Vatican 

VAT /vat. ,vee ay tee/ value-added tax 
vb verb, verbal 

VC 1 Vice Chairman 2 Vice Chancellor 3 Vice 
Consul 4 Victona Cross 
VCR video cassette recorder 
VD venereal disease 

VDQS vin d41imit6 de quality sup4neure 

VDU visual display unit 

VE Victory in Europe 

VED Vehicle Excise Duty 

val velocity 

Van Venerable 

var verse 

vart venical 

Vat MB Bachelor of Vetennary Medicine 

VQ 1 very good 2 Vicar General 

VHF very high frequency 

vf 1 verb intransitive 2 see below |L vide infra] 

VI Virgin Islands 

Vie 1 vicar 2 Victona 

Vis, Vtac Viscount; Viscountess 

via videlicet 

VLF very low frequency 

voc vocative 

vacab /sometimes 'vohkab/ vocabulary 
vol 1 volume 2 volunteer 
VP Vice-President 

VR 1 Queen Victoria [NL Victoria Regina] 

2 Volunteer Reserve 
VS 1 verse 2 veterinary surgeon 
VSO Volunury Service Overseas 
VSOP Very Special Old Pale— a type of 
brandy 


vt verb transitive 
Vt Vermont 

VTOL /'veetol/ vertical takeoff and landing 
VTR video tape recorder 
vulfl vulgar, vulgarly 
Vulg Vulgate 

w 1 verses 2 vice versa 3 volumes 


W 

w I week 2 weight 3 white 4 wicket 5 wide 
6 width 7 wife 8 with 
W I Watt 2 West; Westerly, Western 
WAAC /wak, .dubl yooh ,ay ay see/ 

1 Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps — the 
women's component of the British army from 
1914 to 1918 2 Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps — the women’s component of the US 
army from 1942 to 1948 

WAAF /waf , ,dubl yooh ay ay ef/ Women’s 
Auxiliary Air Force — the women's 
component of the RAF 

WAC/wak, .dubl yooh ay 'see/ Women’s Army 
Corps — the women’s component of the US 
army 

WAF /waf, ,dubl yooh ay ‘ef/ Women in the Air 
Force — the women’s component of the 
USAF 

War, Warw Warwickshire 
WAR Women Against Rape 
Wash Washington 
Wat Waterford 
Wb weber 

WBA World Boxing AssiKiation 

WBC 1 white blood cells, white blood count 

2 World Boxing Council 

WC 1 water closet 2 West Central — a l^ondon 
postal district 

Wee World Council of Churches 
WCdr Wing Commander 
WCT World Championship Tennis 
WD 1 War Department 2 Works Department 
WEA Workers’ Education Assoaation 
Wad, Weds Wednesday 
waf with effect from 
Waatm Westmeath 
WEU Western European Union 
Wexford 
wf wrong fount 

WFTU World Federation of Trade Unions 
Wg Cdr Wing Commander 
wh watt-hour 

WHO World Health Organization 
Wl 1 West Indies 2 Wisconsin 3 Women’s 
Institute 
Wick Wicklow 
Wilts /wiltv Wiltshire 
WlPO World Intellectual Property 
Organization — a branch of the United 
Nations 

Wif, Wise Wisconsin 

Wisd, Wis Wisdom — used for the book of the 
Apochrypha 
wk 1 week 2 work 
wkly weekly 
wkt wickct 

WIk walk — used m street names 
Wm William 

WMO World Meteorological Organization 

WNP Welsh National Party 

WNW west- northwest 

w/o without 

WO Warrant Officer 

Word Worcestershire 

WOW War on Want 

wpb wastepaper basket 

WPC Woman Police Constable 

wpm words per minute 

wIpS Woman Police Sergeant 

WR Western Region 

WRAC /rak, .dubl yooh .ahr ay 'see/ Women's 
Royal Army Corps 
WRAF Women’s Royal Air Force 
WRN8 /renz, ,dubl yooh ,ahr en 'es/ Women's 
Royal Naval Service 


WRP Workers’ Revolutionary Party 
WRV8 Women’s Royal Voluntary Service 
WS Writer to the Signet — a Scottish solicitor 
WSW West-southwest 
wt weight 

WVi, WV West Virginia 
WW World War 
WWF World Wildlife Fund 
Wyo, Wy Wyoming 

X 

x I ex 2 extra 

X Christ |Gk X (chi), initial letter of Christos 
Christ) 

XL extra large 

XT Christ [Gk X (chi), initial letter of Christos 
Christ] 

Y 

y year 
yd yard 
yeo yeomanry 

YHA Youth Hostels Association 

YMCA Young Men's Christian Association 

YMHA Young Men’s Hebrew Association 

Yorkt /yawks/ Yorkshire 

yr 1 year 2 younger 3 your 

YWCA Young Women’s Christian Association 

YWHA Young Women’s Hebrew Association 

Z 

Zach Zachartah- - used for the book of the 
Bible 

ZANU /'zahnooh/ Zimbabwe African National 
Union 

ZAPU /'zahpooh/ Zimbabwe African People’s 
Union 

Zech Zechanah —used for the book of the 
Bible 

Zeph Zcphaniah-- used for the btwk ot the 
Bible •Tm 

zoo, 7ooi zoological, /oology 
ZPG zero population growth 



